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IVeW DtodtoWto Cubes -for that unique taste of home cooking

New Dadawa cubes 
come with that same 
appetising locust beans 
taste and aroma, for a 
tasteful difference in your 
okro, vegetable and melon 
soups.

New Dadawa 
cubes are specially 

refined and hygienically 
packed.
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a s with so many things in life, news flow has its two 
/\\ extremes — too little on the one hand and too much

ontheother. Inrecentweeks,lastweekparticularly, 
lL most newsrooms have probably experienced too 
much — thanks to the numerous elections and their after­
maths — local government bye-elections, primaries, run­
offs arid NEC's interventions to sort out those that were con­
troversial and inconclusive. The public was just recovering 
from NEC's bombshell of last week, when government 
released two more devastating ones in quick succession.’ 
"First, it gave NEC the awesome power to determine who is 
fit to run for public office. Hitherto, it was a power properly 
reserved for the courts where, in principle at least, due 
process would guarantee fairness and objectivity. Before the 
public could recover from this shocker, the government did 
what many thought was impossible — invite 13 of the most 
powerful movers and shakers of society to Lagos for deten­
tion. These power brokers, who included Major-General 
Shehu Yar'adua, once the country's number two citizen, 
several civilian governors, ministers and senators, were 
banned from the transition politics but apparently refused to 
stay banned. Hence their detention.

Meantime, December 14 had been fixed for the gover­
norship elections. Swamped by all these stories — elections, 
bans, disqualifications and detention of society's Who's 
Who — it was not easy deciding which was the most impor­
tant. In the end, however, we chose the governorship race. 
The detentions provided more drama, and cast a shadow on 
the elections. Still the elections were more important be­
cause on their outcome would depend the integrity of the 
transition programme — or what is left of it after it has been 
tampered with so many times .

To assess who wins and who loses in the 30 states and 
one mayoralty', all hands at Citizen were put on deck. As a 
result we are giving you as a cover this week, a very thor- 
oughand comprehensive story, our longest to date. Chances 
are you won’t read a more informed and accurate account of 
Saturday's election any’where else

" '<lo039’iS publlshcd b-'’’Citcen Communications Ltd. G11 Unguwan Kanawa. PMB2334. Kaduna.
,_______ Enugu Office: 21 Edinburgh Road. Ogui New Layout, Enugu. Copyright Citizen. All rights reserved.
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arrogantly and defiantly carried out.

were also witnessed — Niger State 
NRC inclusive, where the electoral

ing on the West to cancel Africa's 
debt.

This was futile considering that 
with the savings and loan banking

FSB/Trade Bank 
swindle — a rejoinder 
Sir,

We wish to inform Ti jjani Ibrahim

Crackdown
Sir,

Professor Humphrey Nwosu's 
bold, courageous and decisive 
broadcast of last Monday, 25th 
November, 1991 has given us a ray 
of hope and optimism that the elec­
torate may still have the opportu­
nity to vote into office state gover­
nors of their choice through free and 
fair elections.

The positive measures already 
taken by the commission against 
some states and candidates must be 
extended to other states and candi­
dates where gross abuses of the 
campaign and electoral processes

LETTERS—"
Violent muslims?
Sir,

The recent camage in Kano had 
come and gone leaving behind its 
ugly memory. Overtly sensational­
ized media reports (both print and 
electronic) have expectedly fol­
lowed, giving a sorry picture of 
muslims "killing" and "maiming" 
Christians. Even though we didn't 
find the reportings amusing, it was 
however expected because we are at 
the mercy of a christian-dominated 
media who will stop at nothing to 
pursue their undeclared war against 
Islam and muslims.

It is simply a case of a crusade 
that has been happening not only in 
Nigeria but all over the world. His-

Halilu Usman Bida 
Kaduna

------------------------© White House strategists surely saw

Letters to Citizen, carrying name.,  o ’ ” „r„„ „
typed double space and addressed to Letters Page, Citizen, G.ll Ungwan Kanawa, PMB 2334, Kaduna.
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office or of a state office ministry. The 
cheque is then sent to FSB branch with 
the schedule of names of the workers 
involved.

Our source claimed that in most 
cases, these cheques do not come to 
FSB branch in the month the money 
was deducted. Sometimes, it takes two 
to three months . It is not impossible 
therefore that FSB had, at the time of 
this complaint, not received the 
cheques for the months of June and 
July 2,1991.

Another issue raised was that these

not insulated from this wild fire. 
Citibank for the first time since it 

malpractices were also glaringly, was established could not pay. 
ai-rrwTani-ivanriHnnanrivz'arrioHnut', if President Babangida's strate- 
The nation is watching and waiting, gic planners could not see the "writ-

u-jii.. TT»man p:4a ingon the wall" orfailed toacknowl- 
edge it, it stands to reason that the 

it, acknowledged it and responded 
accordingly.

Isa Muhammad Wada
Washington DC, USA 

--------------------------------------------- ©

tory has proved that all renowned ^nt Babangida's visit to Washing- Federal Savings Bank, FSB shows that
international crises that have come 
to pass — the two world wars, the 
two Gulf wars, the invasion of Libya, 
jVin <4ror»r%ir>tr rx( nkzxw.

Japan etc — were planned, hatched
and executed by Christians.

The media has deliberately failed 
to go beyond premordial sectional 
interests to educate the Nigerian 
leadership on the remote and imme­
diate causes of the riot.

Muhammed Hassan
Makurdi

--------------------------------------------©

these schemes are in most cases de- 
  ducted at source and a cheque raised 

 lous was the "bashing" of the failed for the federal ministry of state pay
the dropping of the atom bomb'in White House visit by the Nigerian ' ’ ’ ' ~

media. What was even more ridicu­
lous was the Vice President 
Aikhomus "counter bashing" of the 
media.

TheNigerian media,itseemshad 
a wrong diagnosis, and thus their 
treatment was wrong. The cause is 
none other than those strategic plan­
ners and tactical programmers of 
President Babangida

On top of these are the political 
and the economic odds. Unfortu- 
natcly for us President Babangida at cheques might have been received by
the OAU Summit in Abuja, in his FSB but due to omission in the sched-
characteristic enigmatic surprise- ulc of names e.g. account number of 
package style, attempted to take the customers involved, the FSB branch 
bull by the horn, so it seems, by call- might have no alternative than tocredit
-------- »k« lAMcF the particular customers value to a 

suspense account pending when the 
customer will come for rectification.

o_ o We wish to assure Mr Ibrahim that
collapse, the BCCI scandal, the on- issue is appropriately being taken
going banking crisis — a sort of up with the FSB International Author- 
"wild fire" which has burnt down ilY and who after due investigation 
many banks and bankrupted many wil1 appropriately credit us with both 
here in America — you can sense [apilal and in,crcst if ,hc case is found 
that it would be an uphill battle. by thcm to ** authentic.
Even mega-banks like CitiBank are Trade Bank Pic

tes, signatures and addresses, should be brief and to the point. They should be

The writing on the wall
Sir,

During the first week of October, 
President Babangida was in New 
York to address the United Nations. 
It so happened that a "request" to 
visit the White House was in the air. 
But alas! to our greatest disappoint­
ment, the White House could not 
honour the "request".

Thison-off again natureof Presi- and others thatour investigation from
RnkancriHa'c visit tn Washinv- Federal Savin(TS Bank. FSB shows that

ton DC, to me, was not all that ri­
diculous. What was really ridicu-
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y We hold it as a fundamental 
| principle that in a democratic 
d party, robust dissent is much 
I to be preferred to purchased 

silence.

F

1

encourages debate 
iOT SlWCE
Democracy may seem loud and 
unruly. At times it is, especially in a 
democratic party as ours. But out 
of this process of conflict and its 
resolution emerges a culture in 
which everyone is heard.

VOTE
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LEADERS

NEC's crfficaBtest

Let it succeed
he next Hajj is six months away. Al­
ready a tentative time-table has been 
announced at the end of the meeting of 

the chairmen and secretaries of State Pilgrims 
Welfare Boards on November 6 under the 
chairmanship of Alhaji Zakari Ibrahim, minis­
ter of state for external affairs.
Citizen, Decembers, 1991

with mandate to give accelerated hearing.
Government, in its wisdom, has decided 

instead to vest NEC with such awesome pow­
ers. Professor Ema A wa, Professor Humphrey 
Nwosu's predecessor at NEC has counselled 
caution in giving the commission such pow­
ers. His caution is now academic, except of 
course if government decides to repeal the 
relevant decree. The chances are this is un­
likely.

As if all this was not enough, last Monday 
govemmentarrested 13banncd politicians for 
allegedly violating their ban. Ten of these 
were reported SDP king makers, the rest being 
NRC.

For now, we cannot examine the merit 
of this development without risking 
contempt of the courts since the matter is al­
ready in cour'. Suffice it to say the arrests have 
already cast a shadow on the elections. Al­
ready some SDP partisans are charging gov­
ernment with NRC bias not only on accoun t of 
the fact that the majority of those arrested are 
from SDP, but also because the majority of the 
governorship aspirants banned arc also from 
that party —10 against NRC's three.

Whether these charges are true or not, the 
real testofgovernment'seven-hcadednss  will 
depend on the conduct of Saturday's elec­
tions. If NEC is given a free hand to conduct a 
free and fair election, the charges will prove 
baseless. If however NEC proves itself no 
better than the parties as an umpire, then we 
will be making the already shaky foundation 
upon which we arc building the Thi rd Repub- 
lie even more shaky.

Current fares will be announced December 
20. Collection begins four days later and closes 
May 1. All flights to Jeddah terminate June 4, the 
last flight on the return journey is exactly a 
month later. That is commendable. Ultimately, 
however, this will prove useful only if they keep 
to the time-table.

*w*n five days time, the National Electoral 
H Commission will face its biggest chal- 

lenge so fAr in the transition programme 
as it conducts the governorship and mayor­
alty elections. At stake are 30 governorships 
plus the mayoralty of Abuja, our new federal 
capital.

The road to Saturday's elections has 
been hard and rocky. It is a road strewn 
with local government elections that have 
thrown up newbreed politicians who, gener­
ally speaking, have proved of doubtful integ­
rity and competence. Along the way, the 
party officials, in conducting primaries for 
the governorship elections have themselves 
raised doubts as to their ability for fairness 
as umpires.

Government, itself, has further compli­
cated matters, first by creating new statesand 
an unwieldy number of local governments 
rather late in the day. And then when it 
moved, through NEC, to sort out the 
muddled primaries following widespread 
rigging and violence, it succeeded only in 
muddling matters even more, by its selective 
nullification of elections and arbitrary ban­
ning of some of the contestants. Lately it has 
worsened thingsbygivingNECthcawcsome 
power of deciding who is fit to govern a state.

Properly speaking, this power belongs 
to the courts because, in theory at least, they 
can, through due process behave objectively. 
Since due process, can be time consuming 
and right now time appears to be what 
government has little of, the next best 
thing, was to rely on the election tribunals
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While the fare for this year has not beenfirst. Clearly the most important resolution

Citizen, December 9,1991

I

the leader of a country which exists only in 
name.

Washington, initially showed Mr. Gor-  
bachev a ray of hope when Robert Strauss, its bury°the corpse of a comatose Soviet Union.

They can do this best by doing first things ber. Clearly this is unacceptable.
fl-st. Clearly the most important resolution While the fare for this year has not been 
passed was the decision to send state represen- announced, there is little doubt that it will still 
tatives to Saudi Arabia to make arrangements be beyond many desiring and deserving mus- 
with respect to accommodation and other wel- lims. The Hajj — and much else of importance 
fare issues. This will save many months of head- to people requiring substantial amounts — is 
—. ' 1 _ J a—C —.A—I 01”

ambassador to Moscow said there would be 
no "precipitous" American recognition of 
Ukrainian independence. But almost imme­
diately it was snuffed out

On December 5, President George Bush 
despatched his assistant secretary of state 
Thomas Niles to Kiev for talks with the 
Ukrainian leadership. His mission was to 
secure assurances on the rights of minorities, 

But they gave him the rebuff. Not securityofnuclearweaponsandKiev'sreadi" 
banked on^op^s^ndependencctook heed 

of Mr. Gorbachev's warning that an inde- —1
pendent Ukraine would bring "disaster."

His American mentors who helped him 
return to the Krelim after last August's failed 
coup would not this time stand behind the 
man they once said they could do business 
with. Why should they? The Gorbachev of 
todayisnota wining horse to back. He has all   
but lost control to the republics; and is today nitjon of u^ine‘s“independence a°ny fur- 
the leader of a country which exists only in tber.

For Gorbachev, the options have not 
changed. He ei ther resigns now or stays on to

ache later. today dearly out of many people's reach. For
Tendersforcarrierswillsoonbeinvited.This the second time we wish to call upon pilgrims 

is an area where the maximum care must be welfare boards to give schemes like Hajj-by- 
exerdsed because it has been responsible for Road a second and third look. It may hold the 
most of the problems connected with all answer for many people and we certainly need 
previous airlifts. The great disaster of the last an alternative.
Hajj would certainly have been avoided if During the meeting of the minister of state
good choice of carrier was made. A first step with NPB officials they noted with satisfaction 
therefore is to exclude Hold Trade and that action had been taken through solidtors of 
Trans Air Services and try some more capable the Directorate of Pilgrims Affairs on the pay­
hands. ment of compensation to relatives of the Jeddah

All carriers seeking to airlift the pilgrims plane crash. We are not satisfied. We think the 
must submit details of the planes they wish to directorate must tell just exactly what was the 
deploy for the exercise. These must be of accept- action that satisfied them. There is yet no word 
able standard and what is ultimately supplied on the findings of the inquiry instituted. It is a 
must conform to that. Proper arrangements mistake to assume that this will be forgotten, 
must be made not only for the airlift to the We wish Ambassador Zakari every success,
Holyland but for the return journey including and we hope this early planning and scrutiny 
the evacuation of luggages. The last Hajj ended will, for once, help spare the muslims of a Hajj
in July and the luggage only arrived late Octo- full of embarrassment and humiliation.

Gorby in the cold
°°r Mikhail Gorbachev! How he must 
be agonising over Ukraine, the Soviet 
Union's second largest republic after 

the Russian federation, which on December 1 
opted to break completely with Moscow after 
over 300 years tutelage.

The Soviet leader threatened and pleaded 
with Ukrainians to stick with him in the new 
union he is attempting to erect in place of the secure assurances on the rights of minorities,
old one. But they gave him the rebuff. Not securityofnuclearweaponsandKiev'sreadi" 
even minority Russians whom he had ness to bear part of the Soviet Union's debt

major step towards recognition of independ­
ence.

Not for them the adage "a friend in need 
is a friend indeed." Self-interest has taken 
over. Americans are in an election season, and 
itmustbeapolitically naive President Bush to 
want to antagonise his country's large ethnic 
Ukrainian population by withholding recog-



A hole. Not a home.

NRC will g©©dJ housing.

t/te, party, that w/Wyaor-antea yaa tfveyood di^e,
•CL IW.OOS

squalor, in dilapidated buildings that 
neither guarantee safety nor comfort. 
NRC wants every Nigerian to sleep and 
wake in comfort because you have a right 
to decent housing.

What every Nigerian needs is a home not 
a hole. Housing has remained a nagging 
problem in our country, forcing most 
Nigerians to live under subhuman 
conditions that evoke pity. People live in

The good life means having a good 
roof over your head.

■

NRC
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AD AMU AD AMU

Citizen, December 9, 1991

r\ fter the charade in Madrid, 
/Al Spain from where the Jews 

Id &were once expelled, the self­
congratulations followed and the 
venue for the Middle East conference 
shifted to Washington, or so at least 
they said. Spain was where Jews and 
muslims were expelled in the 16th 
century. The Jews were able to go 
back; the muslims could not. If the 
Arabs saw the irony of trying to re­
cover lost ground on a lost ground 
they never showed it.

By day's end the only achieve­
ment was the oneregistered by Israel. 
All its Arab enemies were vying for 
its recognition. She surveyed them 
carefully and granted recognition 
very selectively — and excluded the 
group with the grudge. Surrender 
terms were never dictated by the 
loser. The Palestinians were pushed 
to the sidelines. But everyone 
thought that being central to the cri­
sis, Israel must come back to them.

Israel did what it wanted. And 
now it is the Palestinians who are 
coming back — along the rest of the 
Arab horde. They all arrived in 
Washington dutifully on time. Israel, 
as if in a joke, had declared before 
hand that it would keep away. It had 
a way of emphasising that the nego­
tiations did not unduly worry it. The 
Palestinian team, which is a group of 
westernised liberals, non-PLO, and

infatuated with Israel's idea of a 
harmless homeland, was kept out. 
US President Bush is not Ronald 
Reagan, he didn't declare members 
of the delegation personae non grata; 
he only had their visas delayed.

What looked like a face-off was 
developing. US policy makers had 
set December 4 as the meeting date. 
The Israelis said they wouldn't go. 
The Arabs said they would go, and 

Tail wags dog
they did. All the others came. At last 
Israel sent in a new date — Decem­
ber 9, the very day on which the 
intifada, the spontaneous uprising 
by Palestinians against Israel, began. 
If it was a ploy against Palestinians, 
it was a snub against President Bush 
who decided for once to punish this 
recalcitrant ingrate of a country.

He said, by way of punishment, 
he was seeking the repeal of the 
equation between Zionism and ra­
cism established and adopted by the 
United Nations in 1974.

And good thing it was. Who 
now dared oppose this reality 
among the terrified Arabs looking 
for Israel's recognition?

Egypt, the fair maiden of Israel, 
will not even think of doing so. And 
Boutros Ghali will not fail to create a 
good enough atmosphere for the 
quick resolution of a gospel truth 
that has suddenly become an anom- 
aly.

Lebanon is already half Israeli. 
Syria has been panhandling about its 
stolen Heights. Jordan has been busy 
trying to be the good boy. Saudi Ara­
bia and Kuwait have no views. 
Theirs are made for them in Wash­
ington, where the conference is tak­
ing place.

Out on the flank, Libya can’t say 
a thing. The Weasel and the F16 in a 
Weisbaden hangar can make a

mincemeat of Aziziya barracks in a 
minute. And our colonel knows he is 
a lonely man.

Algeria and Tunisia are busy 
with the same agenda — trying to 
obliterate Islam. They might need 
help from the West and Israel. There­
fore you can predict that soon Zion­
ism will cease to be racism — at the 
UN.

If this is the only victory that 
Israel will record at the peace confer­
ence it will be worth it. But that will 
only be the beginning.

Israel will eventually keep the 
Golan Heights. Incredible as it may 
sound, it was Hafez al Assad who 
gave it to them. Since 1973 he has 
been talking about getting it back 
without doing anything about it. It is 
impossible to believe he is serious.

And how can anybody ask Is­
rael to liberate Gaza and the West 
Bank? Who can guarantee its secu­
rity? Yassir Arafat? Yes. He has done 
so since 1965, and it will certainly 
continue out of the force of habit.

But Israel is too security con- 
cious. If it will invade Lebanon to 
create a so called free zone, why 
should it let go of the freest zone it 
already controls? There is no point at 
all.

So officially Israel is not attend­
ing the conference. The only Israel in 
attendance — an aide to Shamir — 
is under orders to talk only to Bush. 
And why not ? He is not there to 
waste his time talking to inferiors 
who know not what they are doing. 
He speaks only to the US president 
— to give him orders from Tel Aviv.

When Israel sneezes whoever 
is in the White House catches 
asthma. Now it is threatening to 
sneeze again, and a defeat in US 
presidential elections is worse than, 
asthma. No wonder the tail keeps 
wagging the dog. From time to time 
a dog may bark at its tail but it can 
never bite it. It will be too painful an 
experience.
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Ikimi of the NRC 
disqualification of Dr. Femi Ag-< 
balajobi and Chief Dapo Sarumi, the 
two contending SDP aspirants, 
Agbalajobi and other key members 
of the PSP faction of the party hur­
ried to Alhaji Lateef Jakande's office 
on Acme Road, Ikeja.

SDP's chief helmsman; Kingibe

to whittle down their influence on 
the outcome of the governorship 
elections, it left the matter rather 
late if the Lagos political scene is 
anything to go by. A few hours after 
NEC Chairman, Professor 
Humphrey Nwosu, announced the

the current governorship 
B| race were a television movie, 

i I film critics would have read- 
| . lily dubbed it "a block- 

™^=*buster." There was plenty ot 
high drama, suspense and behind- 
the-scene intrigues. Rigging, thug­
gery, back-stabbing and acid­
throwing were also thrown-in for 
good measure. Last week, as the 
governorship contenders ap­
proached the homestretch, perfect­
ing their strategies for the December 
14 elections, the federal government 
brought the exciting "movie" to a 
stunning climax by hurling 11 _____ ».
banned politicians  before the transi- the governorship 
tion to civil rule tribunal. tions? Would then

For pundits, the sudden incar­
ceration of such political heavy­
weights as Major General Shehu 
Musa Yariadua (rtd), Dr. Olusola 
Saraki, Alhaji Lateef Jakande, Chief 
Arthur Nzeribe and /” ’’ 
Abubakar Rimi was the civilian 
equivalent of a coup d'etat, throw­
ing their crystal balls, a t least tempo-

Sixty two candidates are 
poised to slug it out in the 
December 14 governorship 
and mayoralty elections

rarity, out of focus. 
Coming on the heels of 
the National Electoral 
Commission, NEC's 
stunning disqualifica­
tion of nine governor­
ship aspirants, the po­
litical terrain, as far as 
the governorship con­
test is concerned, is no 
longer "cut and dried."

How would the ar­
rest of these influential 
political figures affect 
the fortunes of their fa­
voured candidates in

> elec­
tions? Would there be a 
major shift in voting 
patterns or would the 
aura of the banned poli tidans still be 
strong enough, even while they are 
cooling their heels in detention, to

Alhaji resist attempts to alter the political 
equation?

If government's intention in 
detaining the banned politicians is
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Igbinidion: double lucky?

elections indicate that the internec­
ine warfare within the party is tak­
ing its toll. The NRC got the better of 
the SDP in the chairmanship elec­
tions by clinching seven seats 
against the latter's three, although 
the SDP has more councillors. This 
does mean ho*./ever that the NRC 
candidate, Michael Otedola will 
present a formidable challenge. 
Whoever emerges the SDP 
flagbearer between Yomi Edu and 
Abiodun Ogunleye will most likely

13 

become the next civilian governor of 
Lagos State.

As for Kaduna State, the NRC 
would seem to be on a roll. Before 
the creation of more local govern­
ments, both parties were neck-and- 
neck in their control of local govern­
ments. Things have changed since 
then with NRC controlling 13 local 
governments toSDP's five. Not only 
this, the SDP in the state has re­
mained crisis-ridden since primary 
elections.

The party declared Professor 
Ango Abdullahi, former Vice chan­
cellor of Ahmadu Bello University, 
the winner in the primary but nulli­
fied the elections when his oppo­
nents petitioned on grounds that he 
did not win one third of votes in at 
least2/3of the localgovernments. A 
run-off was ordered which he won 
handily. However, his rival, Mr 
Adamu Maikori charged that the 
election was rigged and went to 
court. He was granted an interim 
injunction barring Professor Ango 
from parading himself as SDP 
governorship candidate. Ango then 
sought to be discharged from the 
injunction. The courts were yet to 
rule last Friday as we prepared to go 
to press.

In the event that he wins, Ab­
dullahi would have only five days to 
campaign as against several days 
during which his NRC rival, Dabo 
Mohammed Lere, has been cam­
paigning. As if all this was not 
enough, the federal government has 
detained Shehu Musa Yar'adua, 
probably the most important power 
broker in SDP. "This development" 
confessed a governorship candidate 
in the state who declined attribu­
tion, "is bound to demoralise our 
followers and affect our last minute 
financing of party activities. These 
arrests were clearly calculated to 
frustrate the SDP on the eve of 
governorship elections."

Dabo Mohammed Lere, the 
NRC candidate reportedly enjoys 
the support of the Wazirin Jema'a 
and Secretary to the Federal Gov­
ernment, Alhaji Aliyu Mohammed, 
himself said to have an eye on the

For.over five hours 
they discussed the new 
development and 
mapped out fresh strate­
gies. Two days after 
Nwosu's announcement 
the faction presented 
Prince Abiodun Ogun­
leye as its choice for the 
SDP governorship ticket. 
By the time he hit the 
campaign trial Monday 
last week, Ogunleye was 
widely seen as Jakande's 
candidate. The Sarumi 
camp, after a series of 
closed-door meetings 
with Chief Yomi Edu, en­
dorsed his candidature.

Ithough Dr. ______
T o k u m b o , 
A w o 1 o w o -

Dosunmu has indicated her inten­
tion to run again, her chances are 
very slim indeed. The fight for the 
SDP ticket in Lagos State is therefore 
a straight one between Yomi Edu 
and Abiodun Ogunleye. The victo­
rious candidate would have to face 
Chief Micheal Otedola, the NRC 
flagbearer.

Yomi Edu appears to enjoy the 
goodwill and support of the na­
tional leadership of the SDP. 
Babagana Kingibe, national chair­
man of the party is his personal 
friend and colleague in the defunct 
Patriotic Front, PF. He has also come 
to an agreement with Dapo Sarumi 
and his supporters. All these will 
count during the primary election. 
Ogunleye on the other hand enjoys 
the support of the old UPN machin­
ery in the state controlled by Lateef 
Jakande. Recognising the fact that 
he is not from Epe (which was origi­
nally slated to produce the next ci­
vilian governor) is a major political 
disadvantage, Ogunleye moved 
swiftly to tap the vast resources of 
goodwill which Agbalajobi enjoys 
in the area.

Although Lagos is regarded as 
a traditional SDP area, the results of 
the recent local government bye-
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the grassroots. "One thing is sure/
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____ _5 are 
that the SFG wouldpull all stops to

1
$

John Oycgun would win the gover­
norship election.

SDP won seven of the 12 chair­
manship seats leaving the NRC with 
five. In the two new local govern­
ment areas carved out of the old 
Okpebho local government, Chief 
Tom Ikimi, chairman of the NRC 
played a key role in delivering them 
to his party. Indeed, observers see 
the combined weight of Ikimi and 
Alfred Aikhomu, elder brother to

1

Pl

Edu: bright prospects 
the vice president and the party's 
new chairman as a formidable fac­
tor in favour of Lucky Igbincdion.

Others however point to the 
fact that Igbinedion does not enjoy 
the goodwill of the powerful Benin 
royalty. Two weeks ago, Nosakhure 
Isekhure, a Benin prince and key 
NRC figure in the state decamped to 
the SDP. John Ogbeide, another key 
member of the party who lost the 
governorship ticket to Igbinedion, 
also crossed over to the SDP, alleg­
ing that the Igbincdions had turned 
the NRC into "a family affair."

Before the advent of Delta and 
Edo States, Lucky Igbinedion had 
his main support based in the Delta 
area comprising the Ijaw, Urhobo 
and Itsekiri. The creation of Delta 
State therefore dealt a fatal blow to

Osuji: banned 
his own local government." Only 
December 14 will decide whether 
his potimism is justified.

If the NRC seems on a roll in 
Kaduna State, the same is truer in 
Niger State the home state of Presi­
dent Babangida and several mem­
bers of his kitchen cabinet. Here, 
however, unlike in Kaduna State, 
the SDP is not in any serious crisis. 
The party's problem would stem 
from the well-known fact that NRC 
is the party of the establishment in 
the state. Inu wa Musa, who won the 
party's ticket in rather con troversial 
circumstances, enjoys the support 
of the Emir of Minna, Alhaji Farouk 
Ahmadu Bahago. Not insignifi­
cantly he is also a kinsman of Major- 
General Muhammadu Gado Nasko, 
the powerful minister of Abuja.

deliver the state to the NRC in order tor" to contend with. The Nupe, the
to gain a leverage For laying a claim largest ethnic group in the state and 
on Aguda House next year. the most dominant in the pubhc

sector, have felt alienated by the 
TT nspite of all these odds, Ango authorities in Lagos over the recent 

a Abdullahi, the SDP candidate creation of local governments 
remains optimistic. He is per- whereby they were given only six 

suaded of SDP's hold on people at out of 19. This feeling alienation was 
the grassroots. "One thing is sure," -heightened by what Inuwa's NRC 
he told Citizen, "I will beat Dabo in rivals have described as his "impo- 

sition" from Lagos.
Musa, a former 

commissioner in the 
state and a senior 
staff of Sokoto Uni­
versity Teaching 
Hospital, joined the 
race only a few days 
to the primaries, 
having paid his em­
ployees in lieu of the 
mandatory one 
months notice of 
resignation. The net 
effect of all this is 
that the Nupes are 
reportedly rooting 
for Alhaji Egba 
Enagi, the SDP can­
didate who is from 
Lavun local govern­
ment.

Ultimately, 
however, the "Nupe factor" may 
prove merely an irritant as Musa 
heads for government house, 
Minna. As one observer said, a 
Nupe block-voting cannot be guar­
anteed, especially given the fact that 
Musa has a few leading Nupe 
among his backers. More impor­
tantly, said the observer, there is no 
guarantee that the elections may be 
free and fair and even if they are, the 
results declared may not reflect the 
popular will.

In Edo State the race is straight 
between John oyegun, a former 
federal permanent secretary for the 
SDP and Lucky Igbinedion, eldest 
son of the Benin-based millionaire, 
Chief Gabriel Igbinedion, NRC. If 
resultsof the local government bye­
elections is any strong indicator,
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Would there be a major shift in voting 
patterns or would the aura of the banned 
politicians still be strong enough, even 
while they are cooling their heels in deten­
tion, to resist attempts to alter the political 
equation?

He has had to face many of the 
leading candidatesin theold Sokoto 
who had had a head start. Two of 
them, Bello Alkali and Yahaya Mai- 
gari are former SMG's. Another, 
Adamu Augie, was well-known 
broadcaster. Yet another, Aliyu 
Jibrin, was executive director of the 
Central Bank of Nigeria, CBN, and 
shared Abubakar's base of Yauri.

SDP's chances arc slim, but they 
have a fighting chance. Abubakar 
Koko, Sarian Yakin Gwandu.S^, who 
clinched a place to contest the gover­
norship race, has forcefully put the 
stamp of the PF on the old Sokoto 
state's SDP.

While the Sarkin Yaki reigns 
supreme in the Kebbi SDP, the 
party's own standing in the state has 
been tenous at best. Votes cast dur­
ing its October primaries were far 
less than those cast in the rival NRC

his political fortunes. Oyegun had, 
right from the outset, assiduously 
cultivated the Benin monarchy. 
This, combined with the SDP's 
strength which is largely a carryo­
ver of the UPN political machine in 
the state, is likely to favour Oyegun.

W n Kebbi State, the battle ap- 
[, ] pears to be one-sided in favour 
JI of the NRC. This is not surpris­
ing given the history of the former 
Sokoto State where Kebbi was part. 
This is despite the strong presence 
of Abubakar Koko, the SDP chair­
man in the former Sokoto State. 
Alhaji Abubakar Musa, a former 
director of Customs and Excise, 
clearly holds all the aces with his 
near total win over four other rivals.

Even though there are charges 
and threats of en masse decamp­
ment to the SDP, his strong follow­

ing transcends the four emirates of 
Gwandu, Yauri (his home), Zuru 
and Argungu, home of Bello Alkali, 
whose disastrous outing is linked to 
an ill-advised bid for the Sokoto 
government house in the old Sokoto 
State.

Abubakar Musa, 51, the Garku- 
wan Yauri, has already chosen a very 
able running mate, Sani Aliyu 
Augie, who is from Argungu which 
shows that he would try to forge 
unity in Kebbi State, diffusing the 
tension generated by the near 
marginalisation of Argungu people 
by past administrations. A seasoned 
public servant, Abubakar Musa is 
strong-willed and dedicated.

primaries. Before the recent bye­
elections, the SDP controlled only 
one local council, Bunza, and that 
too courtesy of a court verdict. But in 
last month's council bye-elections, it 
appeared that the SDP rallied back. 
The party granbbed Abubakar 
Musa's home council*of Koko- 
Besse, and went on to win in Arewa 
and Wasagu-Danko as well.

The visible reason for this the 
turn-around was the crisis in the

Abubakar Musa in its governorship 
primaries. There were speculations 
in Bimin Kebbi that Bello Alkali and 
Yahaya Maigari would declare for 
the SDP, and that Koko will choose

Bello Alkali as his running mate, if 
that happens, assuming the two 
NRC chiefs carry all their primary 
supporters to add to Koko's and 
assuming independent voters do 
notaltcr the balance, then Abubakar 
Koko may likely enter the spartan 
government lodge at Bimin Kebbi.

Sokoto State is also expected to 
fall to the NRC. It has a controversial 
candidate in the person of Yahaya 
Abdulkarim, 47. He has already 
chosen a running mate from the 
volatile area of Gusau, perhaps to 
assuage the feeling of Zamfarawa 
who feel cheated out of a state by the 
Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji Ibrahim 
Dasuki. Of course, this is not the first 
time a Gusau son would be picked 
as running mate. The late civilian 
governor of the state, Shehu 
Kangiwa, run with an academician. 
Dr Garba Nadama, who eventually 
became governor after his death in 
1981.

Some of Yahaya's opponents 
have said that he rigged. Most 
people in Sokoto however laughed 
<dyly and said there was no rigging 
at all; instead, he was the product of 
an unusual compromise by all of 
Sokoto's power-brokers. Former 
president Shehu Shagari, Sidi 
Mamman and, finally the Sultan of 
Sokoto. Even Zamfara's power-bro­
ker, Isa Mayana, the pillar of Abdul- 
kadir Sani's campaign, later bolted 
to Yahaya.

The SDP, regarded by a major­
ity of Sokoto people, like the GNPP 
before it, as a "rebel party," would 
have a tough time making any im­
pact at all. Indeed, the choice of 
Zubairu Sarkin Magori, who joined 
the race a week to the primaries and 
remarkably swept the votes, seem to 
reinforce this dim view of the SDP. 
The fact of the matter is that most 
Sokoto people regard Zubairu as a 
proxy of his father, Umaru Sarkin 

Kebbi NRC following the victory of Magori, who in the second republic 
Abubakar Musa in its governorship was national treasurer of GNPP.

More importantly, the SDP re­
gards itself to be under siege. Early 
this month, the party's state chair­
man, Abubakar Zahara, told news-
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members of the AFRC and that he 
entered the governorship race 
mainly to safe-guard the status of

tect the in terest of the Igbo-speaking 
people of the state.

Although the Asaba area re-

After their campaign to make the 
government relocate the capital 
failed to yield fruit.

The Urhobo consoled them­
selves with the thought that they 
would produce the next civilian 
governor, numerically, they are the 
largestethnic group in the new state 
and they could also rely on the sup­
port of the Isoko and Ijaw speaking 
people. It was those considerations 
that propelled Chief Felix Ibru, an 
Urhobo into the Delta governorship 
race.

At first the general impression 
was that there was an agreement to 
cede the governorship to the

mains in the firm control of theSDP, 
other Igbo area like Aniocha South, 
Aniocha North, Ndokwa East and 
Ndokwa West, Opia's home base 
have swung over to NRC, Warn 
South and North, in a bid to distance 
itself from the Urhobo dominated 
SDP, have also gone to the NRC.

It is therefore evident that there 
is a major re-alliance of political 
forces in Delta State, but whether 
this will translate into an NRC vic­
tory remains to be seen.

To battle it out, in Plateau State 
are Fidelis Tapgun for the SDP and 
Bagudu Hirse for the NRC. The 46- 
year old Tapgun from Shendam is a

win Omamuli, the NRC aspirant 
were therefore seen as the serious 
contenders for the government 
house. The story soon changed 
when Eric Opia defeated Omamuli 

ince of Eric Opia, five days to the in the controversial NRC primary. 
or' a-----------Opia, an Ukwaani Igbo from

Ndokwa Local Government area 
began to pass subtle hints that he

retired di­
rector-gen­
eral, had 
been sole ad­
ministrator 
of Jos Local 
Government 
Council and 
general 
manager of 
the Plateau 
Publishing 
Company.

H e 
joined the 
race early 
and conse­
quently beat 
Professor 
Umar 
Gomwalk, 
Umar Shit- 

tien and Michael Bot-Mang. His 
success in the primaries, he said, 
came from hardwork and efficient 
campaign machinery. His immedi­
ate priority is to unite the peopleand 
develop the rural economy.

Tapgun is not known to be 
linked to banned politicians and is 
confident of walking into the gov­
ernment house. His confidence 
appears to rest in the populist ap­
peal of the party programme and 
the implicit trust of citizens of the 
state. He strongly believes that per­
sonality and the ability to deliver 
will see him through.

Tapgun will also have to con- 
tend with Bagudu Hirse, the NRC

Citizen, December 9,1991
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men that his party protests the open 
meddling of traditional rulers in 
party politics. Abubakar cited as 
evidence the launching of a book at 
the Sultan's palace November 15, at 
which two NRC presidential aspi­
rants, Lerna Jibril and Umaru Sh- 
inkafi, were co-launchers. The SDP, 
Abubakar said, was up against the 
chiefs, not the NRC. Despite the al­
leged meddling however, Zubairu 
is confident of victory.

*YpsT\efore Professor Eric Opia 
B-^joined the Delta State

J LA/governorship race on 
NRC's platform, an SDP governor 
was a forgone 
conclusion. In 
the December 
1991 local 
government 
elections, the 
SDPswept the 
polls, win­
ning eight of 
the 12 old lo­
cal govern­
ment areas 
including the 
Igbo area.

Although 
the bitter 
wranglings 
that attended 
the SDP pri­
maries caused 
considerable 
bad blood be- Hirse (NRC) and Igbeter (SDP) Middle Belt comes alive
tween supporters of the two con test- Ughelli-Warri axis. Ibru and God­
ants, Isaac Ighovojah and Felix Ibru, -------- xrr,z" —---------- -----
it is expected that the differences 
would be resolved in time to pres­
ent a united front against the NRC. 
However, with the dramatic en- 
trar ~ • ~
NRC primaries into the scene, the 
Delta political equation has altered.

A new term, the "Asaba factor" ~ 4 __________...
has emerged in the arena. The citing had the support of some powerful 
of the capital in Asaba caused con- i----- ’------- f ’ ■’ • ’ -
riderable resentment among the It- 
sekiri, Urhobo and Ijaw who not 
only felt that the new capital ought Asaba as state capital and also pre 
to have been cited in their area but 
that the Igbo-speaking people have 
no business being in the new state.
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being placed at the disposal of the 
ambassador. It worked for him in

There are four presidential aspi­
rants from the state, Chief Falae, 
Professor Modupe Olatunbosun,

maintained a clear margin over the 
NRC. The SDP seems to have an 
edge largely because it has been

and factionalisation.
The contest in Ondo State ap­

pears resolved in favour of SDP's 
Ambassador Bamidele Olomilua, a 
51 year old Awolowo loyalist. His 
NRC counterpart, Chief Ayo Ogun- 
lade, though popular and articulate,

"deliver" their home-base before 
coming forward for the plum job. 
There are indications that this is 
already paying off. At the just con­
cluded local government bye-elec- toddler state to concede the gover-

Inspite of all this NRC's Chief fur th er block any chance of distract­
ing interference by the majority 
group in the old Borno. As a result, 
the October primaries for the NRC 
was a contest of concession within 
an accepted group rather than that

Ogunlade remains optimistic. His 
view is that the choice before the 
electorate on Saturday is himself 
and not the NRC. "My support7' he 
told Citizen, "transcends party line."

True, Ogunlade is popular but as 
one SDP faithful puts it, "his popu­
larity was seriously compromised 
the moment he decided to pitch his 
tent with NRC" where it is linked 
with NPN.

In Yobe State, the question for 
NRC in the race to the new govern­
ment house and the enormous task 
that awaits the winner has been 
reduced to a question of when, not 
if. Even though what is now Yobe 
had largely voted GNPP in the sec­
ond republic, it was more a protest 
vote, sentiment, the hegemony of 
the majority group and the covert 
support of the civil service rather

lomilua, who is allegedly 
fl r) bac^c<^ by 01° Falae, an 

SDP presidential hopeful, 
may profit from the manoeuvring 

" . « r* rvfti vs rr I llo ft ft O In ft ft 71 1 1 ft Vft I

Although Lagos is regarded as a 
traditional SDP area, the results of 
the recent local government bye­
elections indicate that the internec­
ine warfare within the party is taking 
its toll.

political tradition of the state. b .... .
Awolowo s greatest support base lorship positions against NRC's one 
was Ondo. In the 1979 and 1983 - ■
general elections his party, UPN 
picked 99 per cent of the total votes 
cast in the state. The party's struc­
ture and support base which has 
remained intact since the demise of 
the second republic in 1983 is now

than any serious disagreement with 
the establishment.

Historically however, the 
people that had constituted the old 
Borno which included Yobe, had 
rather been anti-establishment. The 
Borno Youth Movement, for in­
stance, had posed a challenge, 
which only the skillful manoeuvre 

solved in favour of the establish­
ment.

Actually, Citizen learnt, a deci­
sion was taken by a section of the

will be hghring hard to displace the tions, November 23, the SDP picked norship to the people north of
political tradition of the state, up six chairmanship and 53,‘coundl- Damaturu in a bid to create the right
Awolowo s greatest support base inrchinnndHnncapainctbJRr'cnnn atmosphere for socio-economic

and 24 respectively. development and harmony and to

spareti the intra-party wrangling SDP Ondo State since it is an
unwritten law that those who want

aP‘ the party's presidential ticket must of the late Ahmadu Bello, had 
)P S "Hnltvnr" ihnir hnmn-hai;n hnfnrn cnlvnrl in favrvur rst

candidate who had been a perma­
nent commissioner in the federal 
civil service,is from Mangu-upland the SDP's primary where he
or north. The politics in the north/ trounced his opponents by polling 
south is that the south had been 225,284 votes. His closest rival, Dr. 
providing the governors; this time it Kunle Olajide got 91,708 votes, 
ought to go the north. Whether this Analysts have pointed out that if he 
will be a strong factor remains to be repeats this performance on Satur- 
seen. day, he is sure to occupy the coveted

Hirse was a journalist, had government house seat in January 
edited Sunday Standard and did not next year, 
have a cat's chance in hell of win­
ning the primaries, but surprised 
many. His strategy.is to concentrate 
on agricultural development and 
the provision of in-puts. Bagudu 
brandishes his 10 years of service in that is going on at the national level,
the federal service and strongly be­
lieves that the deciding factor is not 
the party but personality.

In a state where religion is a 
strong factor both candidates are 
Christians, but while this may work 
forTapgun, itmay undermine Hirse 
because though a Christian, he is 
married to a musliin from Sokoto 
and opponents are pointing out that 
he is a secret muslim, an allegation 
he has had to denounce as dema- 
goguish and a blackmail. How 
much he has been able to convince 
the voters, December 14 will tell.

He was able to deliver his local 
government-Mangu in theNovem- .
ber 23 primaries, but the SDP has Major General Ohifemi Olutoye^ 
™iiQj. Frederick Fasehun, all of 

whom are believed to be putting 
everything into ensuring that the
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Osoba and Yadadua: on a sure footing

ing him sleepless nightsThe SDP •“ 

' ' „ ' ' r s tha«
greatly reduced its chances. The 
most popular candidate did nol

the concentration 
the old Borno.

In Borno, thou( 
clear edge, it has » 
issues, that have U- 
past, &•— -

the NRC were

_______ COVER STORY 
himself was unacceptable even in 
some parts of his local government 
for the role he played in Goni's 
administration. Just before state 
creation, he was able, with the aid of 
a few seasoned hands togeteven the 
most hostile areas to agree to back 
him. Whether it would succeeded 
was aborted by state creation which 
also somewhat enhanced his 
chances.

The strong factors now against 
him are party loyalty, the Babagana 

political disenchantment in the mi­
nority areas of Kwaya Kusar, Bin, 
Gwoza and Shani. These areas rec­
ords very high votcr-tum out as 
against the low voter-turn out in 

, ___ _ AbbaGana’sown constituency.De­
issue butforse generation parting political gurus from Yobe
mtheway. Y a ng law- hadwamedhimthatanymarginah- 
hadbeenut served as a sation or disaffection resulting from
yer( nmmissioner The business these areas would cost him the 

the civil service and the pow- governorship. Right now it is mus- ^vX^sdidnotobjectto inghim sWpU„..sn^ADPm 

lnilow and election time to map his candidature. Problem was a Bomo, likein most states has been 
Ca"---------strong campaign, majority of them had pledged them facing mtra-party squabbles

sup . support to Abba Gana Terab an ereatlv reduced eh,nc«.
PF/oenidat® seems remote. The experienced civil servant and for-
pl ' squabble that is so trans- mer civilian Muhammadu Gom s have tracking of either the pad)
noSDP in other states did hatchet man as the general manager
r nave a chance to play a decisive Dn Tnlovision. before 
larvei? ^'oos^n8 Bukar Ibrahim, the emergence of the lawyer.

} because cf time factor and Another was that Abba Gana

r or the PF/PSP faction. The PF <ac 
.„ a ci,-----’ anLdlo Telerision, before tion candidate, Maina Ma'aji, wh(

*° P'ay a deasive of Born0 Rad’° - ■ • ' eventually emerged victorious fro"

the October primaries, was la 
------------ voured by SDP backer 

far outside the state.
This support, ir011 

cally, is hinged upon 
design by powerful P 
power-brokers to ups 
whatever plans of 
party's national cha> 
man, Ambassad' 
Babagana Kingib 
Ma'aji is therefore no' 
Kingibe favourite can< 
date.

The strong sen 
ment that propelled 
hammadu Goni to * 
Maiduguri governin' 
house 10 years ago is 
favour of Babage 

-------------Kingibe, and by asso< 
tion, Ma'aji. This is
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S~ ® about local issue but for several factors that got

’ery ^e party has
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> on. Part of the problem

n outsi<ie the state who 
or no inkling about local
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backers were put on trial for partici­down.
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dential ticket. The SDP's electoral 
chances were further dimmed last

bibu, was before his trial and deten­
tion last week, well known for his 
support for the SDP in the state.

,t
n 
a

I

COVERSTORY
threat to an NRC out-right win. SDP's 44. The chairmanship contest 

was even closer. It picked up five of 
the available 12 seats.

Alarmed at the bad prospects 
before it in the Saturday face-off, 
Chief Layi Balogun, an SDP presi­
dential hopeful, last week called a 
round-table conference of the con­
testants in the primaries pleading 
with them to close ranks so as to 
ensure the party's victory at the 
polls. Balogun's concern may be 
another case of enlightened self in­
terest.

Like his counterpart in Ondo,

"W" f it is certain who the victory 
I dancersinOndowillbe,itisnot 
JLso in Oyo where SDP's Chief 
Kolapo Ishola, a former local •gov­
ernment chairman and NRC's Al- 
haji Yekini Adeoyo are engaged in 
an eyeball to eyeball struggle for the 
state's top job. In terms of party co­
hesion the NRC has the upper hand 
probably because it went through a 
less acrimonious primaries. Alhaji 
Adeoyo went through the October 
19 primary on the first ballot sepa­
rating himself from his closest rival he has to deliver Oyo before he can

’ step forward for the party's presi- Obafemi Awolowo University 
frir'Vaf- Thn QDP'c nlnrf-nral Knlinvn/4 ,

The SDP was less lucky as it had 
to recall two contestants for a "game 
of death" ballot October 26,before it 
could decide its flagbearer. As it 
turned out, the acrimony that 
greeted the run-off election was 
even stiffer than the first ballot. 
Chief Ishola who eventually 
emerged winner over Robert Kole- 
osho, discovered that his party men 
are not good losers. The coalition of 
losers which he faced at the prima­
ries have since refused to join forces 
with him.

The effect of this coalition led by 
Chief Koleosho's bad faith showed 
at the last local government bye­
election, November 23, when the 
NRC, which before now was less 
visible in the state, managed to win 
33 counsellorship seats against the
Citizen, December9,1991
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ing on.
Somehow, the government

the October 26 coalition who comes 
from Oyo North as his running 
mate. The problem though, is the 
religious lopsidedness of the ticket. 
Both candidates arc muslims, but it 
is believed that this will not affect 
the party's chances since religion 
has never really been a strong factor. 
However, the party's success in the 
state would depend on how suffi­
ciently the two other erstwhile 
governorship aspirants are rehabili­
tated.

Lam Adesina, an Awolowo 
loyalist, and Professor Wande 
Abimbola, former vice chancellor of 

* /are 
believed to have the backing of a 
wealthy traditional ruler in Osun 
" "" t 
the NRC is not folding its arms. 
Desperate efforts, it is learnt, is 
being made to get these two top 
shots to cross over to the NRC. If the 
NRC's stratagem yields fruit then 

‘ ‘ ) con­
tend with a reinvigorated and more 
formidable Alhaji Adeoyo, in which 
case the coveted laurel may swing 
either way. Still, as things currently 
stand,Ishola is tipped toemerge vic­
torious.

In old Gongola State the old 
politics are being replicated in 

 Adamawa and Taraba all over
again. Just as in the old state, relig-

the provisions of Decree 23 of forms the political players arc play-

Sokoto State is also expected to fall to the
NRC. It has a controversial candidate in the Koiapo ishoia would have to 
person of Yahaya Abdulkarim, 47. He has al­
ready chosen a running mate from the volatile 
area of Gusau, perhaps to assuage the feeling 
of Zamf arawa who feel cheated out of a state by 
the Sultan of Sokoto, Alhaji Ibrahim Dasuki.

to t
1987. They include the second re­
public governor of Oyo State, Chief   
Bola Igc, who has repeatedly chas- played into the hands of those who 

sought to exploit the issue to whattised the authorities for not paying
particular attention to the loopholes political advantage they saw in it.
in the electoral decrees as they relate Consequently, when NRC and SDP 

K were formed by government, it was
immediately dubbed "Muslim" and

to electoral malpractices. The sec­
ond is Alhaji Lamidi Adedibu. A 
grass root mobiliser of repute, Ade- Christian respectively.

i .... as was expected, it gained a
strong foot-hold in Christian areas 
of the state. In last December's local 

Last week, the party leadership polls, the SDP put forward largely 
was engaged in a series of ma- Christian candidates and the NRC 
noeuvres to bring all dissatisfied predominantly muslim. The only 
groups together. There are indica- exception is Takum which though 
tions that their efforts are paying off. Christian, was an NRC strong-hold.
Ishola was persuaded to pick Alhaji The reason was that the two major
Hammed Gbadamosi, a member of ethnic groups in the area have been

19 primary on the first ballot sepa-

with a massive 117,844 votes. This 
meant that the party has had more 
time than its opponent to organise 
its campaign for the Saturday show- week when two of its alleged main State. Citizen gathered last week that 

iirnm vni.P rsr. Pv.nl ph n M O v.ml -
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strange bed-fellows. When the 
Kutebs noticed that the Jukuns had 
gone over to SDP, they pitched their 
camp with the NRC. The results of 
the elections showed the two parties 
running ncck-and-neck. The NRC 
got 11 chairmanship seats to SDRs 
10. The fine outing of the NRC sur­
prised even its leadership, crippled 
by NEC, which, with only a month 
to the election, removed its state 
chairman from office. Political ob­
servers say that it would have been 
very difficult to predict which of the 
two parties would have taken the 
old Gongola State.

hen Adamawa and 
Taraba were carved 

J* out, the two parties 
moved quickly to establish their 
presence in the virgin Taraba. The 
SDP, perhaps, was the luckier. It 
conducted relatively smooth gover­
norship primaries in October. Rev 
Jolly Nyame, a Baptist cleric from 
Zing local government in Muri 
zone, beat three others to pick up the 
SDP baton. Last week, he picked 
one of the three, Samuel Gani, a 
former federal permanent secretary 
from Wukari to the south, as run­
ning mate. Rev Nyame said he chose 
Gani "to allay the unfounded fears 
of the people from the southern area 
that a person from the northern part 
of the state will neglect them."

The NRC, though apparently 
the stronger of the two parties, blun­
dered through its own primaries 
which went into a run-off. Even so, 
it took a petition to its headquarters 
in Lagos to produce a winner. Dr. 
Andokari Shiaki, from Takum. The 
NRC flag-bearer made a most re­
markable recover}’ from a severe 
set-back he suffered early in the 
year, when an elections appeal tri­
bunal removed him from the chair­
manship of Takum, which he had 
pocketed easily in the last December 
8 elections.

This situation improved his 
image and people begun urging him 
to run for governorship. At first he 
was reluctant, as Citizen gathered

because he found the campaign cost 
beyond what his medical doctor's 
job could fetch him. In the end, he 
was persuaded by "friends and 
well-wishers" who promised to put 
up the campaign money. In the 
October primaries, Dr Shiaki did 
very well, leading seven other aspi­
rants, but a former political science 
lecturer. Dr Ahmed Jalingo, his clos­
est rival, forced a run-off which was 
preceded by a vicious campaign in 
which Shiaki was alleged to have 
threatened to replace all muslim 
natural rulers if he became gover­
nor.

Eventually, his name was en­
tered as the NRC candidate by the 
national secrctariatafter an attempt, 
including forging his signature on a 
document purporting that he had 
withdrawn, was over-ruled.

He picked Eh- Ahmadu Jalingo 
as his running mate in a show of 
reconciliation. Questions are how­
ever being asked, even by NRC stal­
warts, as to whether the two could 
hit it off given the acrimony over the 
primaries. However, a Shiaki-Jal- 
ingo ticket, many agree, will be 
more than a match for the SDP ticket 
in Rev Nyame and Gani, regarded 
as also-runs.

In Adamawa, the SDP, for a 
time, had seemed the party to beat. 
But then it walked, eyes open, in to a 
political quagmire. First, the face-off 
between the PSP and PF, main fac­
tions in the SDP, split the party right 
down to the grassroots. Leaders as 
well as the rank and file were 
pitched against one another in an 
intercine struggle for control of the 
party apparatus.

Eight candidates went into the 
race, but it turned out to boa straight 
fight between Dr Bala Takaya, rep­
resenting the minority PSP strand 
and Abubakar Atiku, a PF candi­
date. Takaya, the populist former 
university of Jos teacher and mem­
ber of the government politburo, 
had been widely expected to gain 
the SDP ticket but when the results 
of the primaries came out, it was 
Atiku who won.

Pandemonium broke out.

1

Enwerem: NRC Imo

Takaya's supporters took to the 
streets in protest and the loser 
headed for court where he obtained 
an injunction restraining the SDP 
from adopting Abubakar Atiku as 
its candidate. The case had not been 
disposed off when NEC intervened 
last week by ordering a fresh pri­
mary in Adamawa and banning the 
two protagonists altogether.

With their exit, those left in the 
field are largely also-runs. Even if 
the SDP is able to come out with a 
candidate without a run-off, it will 
have lostconsiderable ground to the 
NRC, which has a strong hand in 
Abubakar Saleh Michika. In him the 
NRC appears to have found a suit­
able replacement for the Major
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Aminu Dahiru (rtd), who died in a 
motor accident early in the year.

Concerned SDP followers seem 
to have seen where their party is 
headed for and are calling for a re­
versal of fortunes. A Reverend S. 
Jatau on November 25, placed an 
advertiser's announcement in the 
National Concord in which he said* 
the "current wrangling over an SDP 
choice for governorship elections is 
disturbing." He appealed to party 
members to "close ranks."

The SDP is the dominant party 
in Ogun State, without an atom of 
threat from its opponent, the NRC. 
The SDP has remained cohesive, 
sitting by to watch NRC top notch- 
ers dissipate their energy on intra­
party conflict. Part of the reason for 
SDP's cohesion is the total manner 
in which Chief Segun Osoba, the 
party's flagbearer routed his oppo­
nents in the October 19 primary. He 
got 87,599 out of 126,090 party 
members to queue behind him. 
What he left for the remaining six 
contestants to share was a paltry 
20,000. Last week, Osoba said he 
was waiting anxiously for January 
2, to begin his programme of action 
for the people of Ogun State.

His NRC counterpart, Chief 
Femi Coker is just not in the picture 
at all. Osoba's votes alone in the SDP 
completely dwarf those of all the 
NRC contestants put together. But 
Coker's calculation was that he 
would be able to drum up support 
from the Ijebus who constitute over 
50 per cent of the population of the 
state.

His hope was that Doyin Ok- 
upe, the party's national publicity 
secretary, will mobilise his fellow 
Ijebus on his side. But what hap­
pened on November 23 has reduced 
this to mere wishful thinking. On 
that day, the Ijebus trooped out to 
queue behind die stallion in the local 
government bye-elections. The SDP 
won the chairmanship elections in 
Ikene, Shagamu, Ijubu-Ode, and 
Odogbolu in addition to Abeokuta 
North and South.

Between these five Ijebu local 
government areas, the party picked

Citizen, December 9,1991

___________________________ 21

They have maintained the six local 
government-structure in the old 
Benue State as against 10 in the old 
Kwara State.

While the NRC has succeeded 
in picking Abubakar, the SDP is still 
locked in vicious disagreement as 
the run-off between Steven Achcma 
and Alhassan Yakubu, both Igala, is 
yet to produce a candidate. Audu, 
44, is a career banker, was principal 
area manager, First Bank, commis­
sioner for finance and economic 
planning in then Benue State, execu­
tive director, NIDB. He is a tradi­
tional title holder, Adoja Attah, 
conferred on him in July and is cred­
ited with building the Ankpa-Ay- 
angba-Ejule road as commissioner. 
He enjoys tremendous support of

up 55 counscllorship seats to NRC's 
five. Overall, the SDP garnered 87 
counsellorshipseatstoNRC'slO. As 
for the chairmanship, the NRC sim­
ply has no reply to its opponent's 
winning streak as the SDP collected 
all the six seats at stake. With the 
situation on the ground Osoba and 
the SDP's chances on Saturday bar­
ring any "maradonic" hitch is a for­
gone conclusion, what with his close 
association with the Awolowo fam­
ily. Since he made his intention to 
vie for the state's top seat public, 
Osoba has forged close ties with the 
A wo political clan.

Ikene home of the old sage, playing 
host to dignitaries. Osoba is also 
known to enjoy some support from 
traditional rulers in the state. Ana­
lysts have printed out that it was not 
a coincidence that he was made an 
Egba chief two years ago just as his 
governorship ambition came to 
light.

The political climate in Kogi 
State though foggy at first, is now 
clearly emerging in favour of the 
NRC. The party's flagbearer, 
Abubakar Audu appears unchal­
lenged. His election in the primaries 
was smooth as most of hisri vals had 
gracefully stepped down for him. 
Prior to the primaries, the SDP and 
the NRC had agreed to zone the 
governorship post to the majority 
Igala speaking area. It is also an at­
tempt to pacify them over the non­
creation of more local governments.

Historically however, the people that had 
constituted the old Borno which included 
Yobe, had rather been anti-establishment. 
The Borno Youth Movement, for instance, 
had posed a challenge, which only the 
skillful manoeuvre of the late Ahmadu Bello, 
had resolved in favour of the establishment.

traditional rulers and has reaped 
enormously from the wrangling in 
the SDP which most ordinary folks 
in the state now regard with dis­
taste.

The SDP, like the NRC, had 
zoned the governorship to the Igala. 
In the primaries, Steven Achema 
was first declared winner with high­
est votes in 10 local councils. This 
was later reversed by the SDP na­
tional secretariat following 
cpmplaints by one of the defeated 
candidates,Silas Daniyan thatthere 
had been irregularities in Yabga 
West. It led to more elections and 
more complaints of rigging. A run­
off was arranged between Achema, 
who has outstanding quarrel with 
the Attah of Igala, and Alhassan 
Yakubu. Dr Achcma won. Alhassan 
Yakubu's reporters felt cheated by 
the SDP sole administrator for Kogi



COVER STORY

Isemln: NRC Akwa Ibom

Citizen, December 9,1991

Enwerem: NRC Imo

Takaya's supporters took to the 
streets in protest and the loser 
headed for court where he obtained 
an injunction restraining the SDP 
from adopting Abubakar Atiku as 
its candidate. The case had not been 
disposed off when NEC intervened 
last week by ordering a fresh pri­
mary in Adamawa and banning the 
two protagonists altogether.

With their exit, those left in the 
field are largely also-runs. Even if 
the SDP is able to come out with a 
candidate without a run-off, it will 
have lostconsiderable ground to the 
NRC, which has a strong hand in 
Abubakar Saleh Michika. In him the 
NRC appears to have found a suit­
able replacement for the Major
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strange bed-fellows. When the 
Kutebs noticed that the Jukuns had 
gone over to SDP, they pitched their 
camp with the NRC. The results of 
the elections showed the two parties 
running neck-and-neck. The NRC 
got 11 chairmanship seats to SOP'S 
10. The fine outing of the NRC sur­
prised even its leadership, crippled 
by NEC, which, with only a month 
to the election, removed its state 
chairman from office. Political ob­
servers say that it would have been 
very difficult to predict which of the 
two parties would have taken the 
old Gongola State.

'\Tc\’T‘y’ hen Adamawa and 
Taraba were carved \y \/ out, the two parties 

moved quickly to establish their 
presence in the virgin Taraba. The 
SDP, perhaps, was the luckier. It 
conducted relatively smooth gover­
norship primaries in October. Rev 
Jolly Nyame, a Baptist cleric from 
Zing local government in Muri 
zone, beat three others to pick up the 
SDP baton. Last week, he picked 
one of the three, Samuel Gani, a 
former federal permanent secretary 
from Wukari to the south, as run­
ning mate. Rev Nyame said he chose 
Gani "to allay the unfounded fears 
of the people from the southern area 
that a person from the northern part 
of the state will neglect them."

The NRC, though apparently 
the stronger of the two parties, blun­
dered through its own primaries 
which went into a run-off. Even so, 
it took a petition to its headquarters 
in Lagos to produce a winner. Dr.

frcu. T’____
NRC flag-bearer made a most re­
markable recovery from a severe 
set-back he suffered early in the 
year, when an elections appeal tri- 
rnansMp"ofTAum. wHdl he had *e PT** J0™*
pocketed easily in the last December
£ . 7 __ puiitDuro,Selections. had been widely expected to gain

This situation improved his thc SDp b'twhen theresults
imageandpeoplebegunurginghun rimancs came out, it was
to run for governorship. At first he A  
-------  -t as Citizen gathered

because he found the campaign cost 
beyond what his medical doctor's 
job could fetch him. In the end, he 
was persuaded by "friends and 
well-wishers" who promised to put 
up the campaign money. In the 
October primaries, Dr Shiaki did 
very well, leading seven other aspi­
rants, but a former political science 
lecturer. Dr Ahmed Jalingo, his clos- 
est rival, forced a run-off which was 
preceded by a vicious campaign in 
which Shiaki was alleged to have 
threatened to replace all muslim 
natural rulers if he became gover­
nor.

Eventually, his name was en­
tered as the NRC candidate by the 
national secretariat after an attempt, 
including forging his signature on a 
document purporting that he had 
withdrawn, was over-ruled.

He picked Dr Ahmadu Jalingo 
as his running mate in a show of 
reconciliation. Questions are how­
ever being asked, even by NRC stal­
warts, as to whether the two could 
hit it off given the acrimony over the 
primaries. However, a Shiaki-Jal- 
ingo ticket, many agree, will be 
more than a match for the SDP ticket 
in Rev Nyame and Gani, regarded 
as also-runs.

In Adamawa, the SDP, for a 
time, had seemed the party to beat. 
Bu t then i t walked, eyes open, in to a 
political quagmire. First, the face-off 
between the PSP and PF, main fac­
tions in the SDP, split the party right 
down to the grassroots. Leaders as 
well as the rank and file were 
pitched against one another in an 

r ~ ijt. intercine struggle for control of the
Andokari Shiaki, from Takum. The PartV apparatus.
KTT>r' a—Eight candidates went into the 

race, but it turned out tobea straight 
fight between Dr Bala Takaya, rep-

-  in- resenting the minority PSP strand
bunal removed him from the chair- an<* Abubakar Atiku, a PF candi-

university of Jos teacher and mem­
ber of the government politburo,

image and people begunurgi ng him thc SDP Hcket but wben the results
to run for governorship. At first he of ,the Primarics camG out, it was 
was reluctant, as Citizen gathered Atiku who won- 

Pandemonium broke out.
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They have maintained the six local 
government-structure in the old 
Benue State as against 10 in the old 
Kwara State.

While the NRC has succeeded 
in picking Abubakar, the SDP is still 
locked in vicious disagreement as 
the run-off between Steven Achcma 
and Alhassan Yakubu,both Igala, is 
yet to produce a candidate. Audu, 
44, is a career banker, was principal 
area manager, First Bank, commis­
sioner for finance and economic 
planning in then Benue State, execu­
tive director, NIDB. He is a tradi­
tional title holder, Adoja Attah, 
conferred on him in July and is cred­
ited with building the Ankpa-Ay- 
angba-Ejule road as commissioner. 
He enjoys tremendous support of

up 55 counsellorship seats to NRC's 
five. Overall, the SDP garnered 87 
counsellorship seats to NRC's 10. As 
for the chairmanship, the NRC sim­
ply has no reply to its opponent's 
winning streak as the SDP collected 
all the six seats at stake. With the 
situation on the ground Osoba and 
the SDP's chances on Saturday bar­
ring any "maradonic" hitch is a for­
gone conclusion, what with his close 
association with the Awolowo fam­
ily. Since he made his intention to 
vie for the state's top seat public, 
Osoba has forged close ties with the 
Awo political clan.
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Aminu Dahiru (rtd), who died in a 
motor accident early in the year.

Concerned SDP followers seem 
to have seen where their party is 
headed for and are calling for a re­
versal of fortunes. A Reverend S. 
Jatau on November 25, placed an 
advertiser's announcement in the 
National Concord in which he said* 
the "current wrangling over an SDP 
choice for governorship elections is 
disturbing." He appealed to party 
members to "close ranks."

The SDP is the dominant party 
in Ogun State, without an atom of 
threat from its opponent, the NRC. 
The SDP has remained cohesive, 
sitting by to watch NRC top notch- 
ers dissipate their energy on intra­
party conflict. Part of the reason for 
SDP's cohesion is the total manner 
in which Chief Segun Osoba, the 
party's flagbearer routed his oppo­
nents in the October 19 primary. He 
got 87,599 out of 126,090 party 
members to queue behind him. 
What he left for the remaining six 
contestants to share was a paltry 
20,000. Last week, Osoba said he 
was waiting anxiously for January 
2, to begin his programme of action 
for the people of Ogun State.

His NRC counterpart, Chief 
Femi Coker is just not in the picture 
at all. Osoba's votes alone in the SDP 
completely dwarf those of all the

Historically however, the people that had 
constituted the old Borno which included 
Yobe, had rather been anti-establishment. 
The Borno Youth Movement, for instance, 
had posed a challenge, which only the 
skillful manoeuvre of the late Ahmadu Bello, 
had resolved in favour of the establishment.

traditional rulers and has reaped 
enormously from the wrangling in 
the SDP which most ordinary folks 
in the state now regard with dis­
taste.

The SDP, like the NRC, had 
zoned the governorship to the Igala. 
In the primaries, Steven Achema 
was first declared winner with high­
est votes in 10 local councils. This 
was later reversed by the SDP na­
tional secretariat following 
cpmplaints by one of the defeated 
candidates, Silas Daniyan that there 
had been irregularities in Yabga 
West. It led to more elections and 
more complaints of rigging. A run­
off was arranged between Achema, 
who has outstanding quarrel with 
the Attah of Igala, and Alhassan 
Yakubu. Dr Achcma won. Alhassan 
Yakubu's reporters felt cheated by 
the SDP sole administrator for Kogi

governorship ambition came to 
light.

The political climate in Kogi 
secretary, will mobilise his fellow State though foggy at first, is now 

d..l k.-.. clearly emerging in favour of the 
pened on November 23 has reduced NRC. The party's flagbearer,
this to mere wishful thinking. On Abubakar Audu appears unchal- 
that day, the Ijebus trooped out to longed. His election in the primaries 
queue behind the stallion in the local was smooth as most of his rivals had 
government bye-elections. The SDP gracefully stepped down for him. 
won the chairmanship elections in Prior to the primaries, the SDP and 
Ikene, Shagamu, Ijubu-Ode, and 
Odogbolu in addition to Abeokuta 
North and South.

Between these five Ijebu local 
government areas, the party picked

Citizen, December9,1991

Ikene home of the old sage, playing 
host to dignitaries. Osoba is also 

NRC contestants put together. But known to enjoy some support from 
Coker's calculation was that he traditional rulers in the state. Ana- 
would be able to drum up support lysts have printed out that it was not 
from the Ijebus who constitute over a coincidence that he was made an 
50 per cent of the population of the Egba chief two years ago just as his 
state. —

His hope was that Doyin Ok- 
upe, the party's national publicity

Ijebus on his side. But what hap-



Tapgun: SDP: hot favourite
ited the endemic factional crisis of 
old Kano. The banned politicians
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how irresponsible he is. He is also a 
victim of the PSP-PF intra-party 
squabbles. The odds are in favour of 
the NRC.

In Kano and Jigawa states, vot­
ers went to the polls for the third 
time to elect governorship candi­
dates for both NRC and SDP. Two 
earlier primaries of the SDP in Kano 
were cancelled over allegations of 
widespread rigging and other elec­
toral malpractices. One of the con­
testants, Aminu Inuwa, had gone to 
court contesting the election of 
Ahmadu Rufa'i as the SDP candi-

maries have confirmed that the 
tabo/PP factions domination of the 
party organ, its monetary strength to the advantage of the NRC. How- 
and determination to go to any ever, thestateisyoung,ithadinher- 
length to field its candidate for the -l-J --------’—
SDP ticket. But the santsi and indc-

Malam Aminu Kano loyalists of the

Liberal Convention. The third fac­
tion is PF, a less visible group that 
only seemed to have waxed 
stronger when it struck an accord 
with the tabo group to work to- ----- .
gether and field a candidate for the Without his disquali cation y 
primaries. While tabo led by Halilu NEC last week, Sule Lamido, who 
Yusuf, Aminu Kano's brother and won the SDP governorship wouia 
Kamilu Maisikeli supported Ah- havehad an uphill task trying to win
madu Rufa'i, a PF loyalist, the santsi Jigawa State. Although he a e
faction under the leadership of Sule advantage of his chairmans ip o
Lamido fielded Aminulnuwawhen theSDPinold Kano State, statecrea 
the former had to move to Jigawa tion actually reduced his chances o 
State. clinching the governorship, a post

An underground battle ensued he could easily have won in the old 
between the banned and shadowy Kano. If Lamido, with his politica 
backers of santsi and tabo. Magaji experience and state leadership o 
anxious to steer away from the fac- the SDP still found himself in t e 
tions, contested as an independent predominantly NRC enclave o 
candidate and his prospects ap- Jigawa, one can expect a tougher 
peared to be brighter with the de- task ahead of the dark horse who 
parture of Sule Lamido. has now replaced him as govemor-

However, the results of the pri- ship candidate.
----- 1__ V-— - .... .. The banningof Sule Lamidohas 

sealed the fateofSDP in Jigawa State

 COVER STORY 
date. Before the determination of pendent factions, from the pending 
the case however, another contest- litigations and scores of petitions 
ant, Magaji Abdullahi, petitioned filedby Aminu and Magaji were not 

««« — a going to let the tabo faction getaway
with it.

that one of his rivals and his election 
agent had distributed about 300,000 
party membership cards to his sup­
porters to swell his votes, among 
other things and called for the nulli­
fication of Rufa'i's election. A sec­
ond stalemate was recorded thatleft 
the SDP confused about how to re­
solve the intra-party tussle.

The complexities of SDP's
governorship elections in Kano can and strengthen the NRC. With some 
be traced to the existence of three of the major drama personae behind 
strong factions and to the clandes- bars? no breakthrough in resolving 
tine activities of banned politicians the crisis is If and when
struggHng to control the party. Two the threat to decamp is carried out, 
of the factions, the santsi and tabo , j
owe their origins to the split in the

here are speculations that 
■ I • Magaji and Aminu have 

j l_ threatened to decamp with 
their supporters to the NRC if the 
tabo SDP finally decides to field 
Rufa'i. That would be the last straw 
that would surely break the SDP

be traced to the existence of three of the major drama personae behind
-----

the crisis is expected. If and when 
the threat to decamp is carried out, 
Kabiru Gaya of the NRC should 
look forward to a smooth ride to 

’ Kano government house. The loss of
The santsi faction consists of Kano to the right, as it were, would 

J then mark a turning point in the 
area that has earned a 

as the hotbed of north-

Lafiagi: Saraki factor at work?
State, Prince Solomon Adeyemi, 
and vented their anger by bathing 
him in Sulphuric Add.

He is a divorcee, an issue that
his nvals are dnimming up to show breakawayradicals,rcmnantsofthe

.i PPA aiijance with civilian governor history of an
Abubakar Rimi, as the leader. The reputation 
tabo faction is a hotch potch of the em radicals.
Malam Aminu Kano loyalists of the In Jigawa State, the NRC seems
PRP and members of the proscribed to have hit a jackpot with the inclu-
T ikm-d r--------sion of pra-right emirates of former

Kano State in its composition. 
Hadejia, Gumel and even Dutse, the 
capital, have been strongholds of 
conservatism.

NEC last week, Sule Lamido, who 
won the SDP governorship

madu Rufa'i, a PF loyalist, the santsi Jigawa State. Although he had the

Lamido fielded Aminu Inuwa when the SDP in old Kano State, sta te crea-
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ond is the Oshogbo factor. Salami

problem could be resolved in favour

man of Olorunda Local Govern­
ment Council, Igbonna. Oshogbo,

"/ him, a senior lecturer at the Uni ver- leading Ilorin indegenes, including
to play is the land dispute sity of Borin told Citizen, "If Saraki

his supporters could be moved back 
to support Adeleke or if the court 
Citizen, December9,1991

RM®?
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are meddling in the politics of the 
new state, a development that led to 
the banning of Sule Lamido for his 
link with a banned politician and 
Sani Yusuf of NRC a newbreed rela­
tion of another banned second re­
public minister.

"The SDP's loss in Osun State 
might be the gains of the NRC," A 
Adelakun, a personal assistant to 
Alhaji Adebayo Salami, the NRC 
flagbearer in the state told Citizen 
last week. The in tra-party squable in 
the SDP as a result of the primaries 
may make many voters to queue 
behind the NRC in the forthcoming 
elections.

I <—A casons for this our sources 
|claim, is two fold. First is the 
I Qfact that Dosu Oladapo, who 
lost the SDP ticket to Isiaka Adeleke 
has considerable support among the 
people. The popular sentiment right 
now is that Oladapo was denied his 
rightful place as the SDP governor­
ship candidate because he is not a fa­
voured baby of the state executive of highly favoured to emerge the new
the party. Oladapo, Citizen learnt -----------------
last week, is seriously considering

elections in the old Kwara State. The 
SDP is also strongly rooted in the 
State controlling more than 80 per 
cent of its chairmanship seats.

It could be said however that 
Alhaji Shaaba Lafiagi's path to the 
Ilorin government house is not as­
sured come December 14. The cur­
rent of feeling among Ilorin elites is 
the need to put one of their own in 
the Kwara government house this 
time around. To this group, which is 
firmly rooted in the state's NRC, 
had all along been clear that Saraki 
would not be favourably disposed 
to an Ilorin man emerging as an SDP 
candidate since this would under­
mine his own stature among his 
folks.

Even then there are reports that 
.. t, s_ j.

o — o
some serving public officers based 
in Lagos, have been putting 
enormous pressure on Saraki to 
_pport Abdul-Rasheed Salman. 
Their argument is that Ilorin has 
always supported outsiders for the 

was luigvijr uj *»*••.«. - o- P and this was
the Saraki factor. A former manag- their first opportunity and perhaps 

support of the Ataoja of Oshogbo Ing director of Nigerian Sugar tLwLsy yoarc kU-
and other powerful interests in the Company, Bacita, Lafiagi, who is plum job. They have also reportedly
town who feel that Oshogbo's posi- from the minority Edu Local Gov- “J €U''*-e”'/'n^nNR -will 
tion as the state capital will be more eminent area, was in the disbanded 
consolidated if an Oshogbo indi- National Democratic Alliance, 
gene becomes the state chief execu- NDA. Solidly supported by Saraki, 
tive. However the situation might the NDA had upstaged the PSP and 
change, if one, Dosu Oladipo and PFN factions in Kwara State to 
his supporters could be moved back emerge as the most singular force 

during the parties congressional

Voters: will they make the best choice?

eventually rules in favour of Olad­
ipo between the 4th and 6th of De­
cember 1991. Last week, the SDP 
national leadership urged all aspi­
rants with cases in court to with­
draw them. Chances are that Olad-

>w is that Oladapo was denied his ipo comply with this directive,
_i---------- thereby leaving the field free for

Adeleke. Isiaka Adeleke is therefore

argued that since the NRC will most 
likely win the presidential race, 
Saraki's only hope of having some 
influence in Abuja is to deliver 
Kwara to NRC.

There are signs already that 
Saraki was succumbing to the pres­
sure when he was arrested hst

leader during the second republic 
who was detained last week for

Isiaka Adeleke, the SDP candidate is meddling in transition politics. Of
an Ede man. Where this actually 
comes f 1__2 _L_
between Ede and Oshogbo. The fear 
of the Oshogbo people is hinged on  ,
the fact that should Adeleke become sponding to greetings thrown his suppt

the party. Oladapo, Citizen civilian governor of Osun State.
In Kwara State, the battle for the 

pitching his tent with the NRC. Sec” top prize is between NRC's Alhaji 
j Abdul-Rasheed Salman and Alhaji 

Adebayo, the NRC candidate is an Shaaba Lafiagi of the SDP. Featur- 
Oshogbo man, who sources said has ing as a major power broker, how- 
proved himself worthy as the chair- ever, is Dr. Olusola Saraki, senate

walks round Ilorin alone without 
speaking to anybody, without re-

the state chief executive, the land way,that is enough politics."
t___.___i.__ □ Lafiagi's choice as SDP's ------ y

of Ede, his hometown. To this end, flagbearer was largely inspired by state's governorship^ 
Salami, is said to have the subtle t’ ~ 
sui the last for many years to clinch the
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■sent

^aS to Abia State the favourite ap- 
other local S°VCc».atc fr°nl * e nears to be 40 years old Dr. Ogbon- 

ied over into Kog1 the ------------------------------- I

J

wins. Dr. Onu, a former board mem-

Citizen, December 9, 1991
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YaKuou tu iiciu.
As things stand, presenting Da- 

tantamount to handing the state 
over to the NRC. This is because the 
Igalas would be forced to vote en- 
bloc for the NRC candidate who 
happen to be one of their own.

"77 5 to be SDP's best
fret- Apart from having sound

and 
carried over into*—& 
old Benue State ho^^.— 
argument 
may not hold 
Water. Benue 
Was under the 
control of the 
NPN in the 
second repub­
lic. But this 
was easily 
linked to the 
alliance the 
party was able 
to forge with 
middlebelt 
kingpin, Jo­
seph Tarka.

The new 
middle belt 
forum hold­
ing sway in |l_ _ 
that area now 
has a leftist tilt 
and the elections held so far have 
pointed to the likelihood of the two 
parties maintaining a neck-to-neck 
showing in the governorship elec­
tion.

Meanwhile the NRC has al­
ready chosen Prince Abubakar 
Abdu from the majority Igala tribe 
as its flagbearer for the December 14 
battle. The SDP would decide, De­
cembers which between Chief S. B. 
Daniyan (a Saraki candidate and 
influential moneyman), Steven

wfe’ 
,fX’V •>.

^2yERSTORY
---------------------------Yakubu to field.

Since the onset of ££ allindi- ® SDPsc nd'PresenHngDa- 

cabon have pointed to a ^ment ° handmg the state

lowing. All the local S°v iy in 
’reas in Ebiraland are tion 
SpD-sgrip. Much the sn^ /Yagta 
‘Stepeatmg itself to the OyYdcrisis nu^-
sectorexcept thata Pro,° r^r. cost it Achema appears 
^ithin the ranks of the bet. Apart from havine
*e chairman of Oyi^ir- ground in Ebiraland, he is'ate

K..

d ft!So^ = w

Achema (from Ankpa Local Gov- colleagues, who have jointly 
emment of Igala-land), who ini- f?-!±r. victory___
dally won the primaries before the pledged to work to ensure that he 
Yagba "miracle," and Alhaji Hassan wins. Dr. Onu, a former board mem-

-
^^Big Brother is watching

naya Onu, a scientist and former 
University of Port Harcourt don 
who carries the flag of the National 
Republican Convention. Onu, who 
comes from Ohaozara, won the first 
ballot on October 19 bu t without the 
required number of votes to 
outrightly clinch the governorship 
ticket. Dr. Gershon Amuta, his rival 
in the November 9 run-off, stepped 
down for his some hours before 
voting began. Dr Onu has since en­
joyed the goodwill of his defeated 

/ con* 
gratulated him for him victory and

weekRrshh

NRC should puj, nSuPpor°, ®s one 
“SEovemorship^ardL  ?a‘ toe 
^reportedly, £?’'dlda^a" as 
Salman, who’ , ta^ote. ^ted 
tcrarun-off.in^" toe purelyl(; 
sions under th» ghun f^ Ues af- 
wedding enga® Cover ofm* dlScus-

Salman an of rece«t 
who rose throu„uShlta S°n- 
come secretary Sh the ra^^at

“dons in norin ^^ts or CU1' 
centres. Salman u M °toer ° gani' 
tion for hon U ^as a solid P°Wer* 
performance duLh'accable^oU^' 
the Buhari-ldiag^S the SittiLh‘s. 
mittee for th„ '"spired ? f

taken under ex-^y loans
Attah. feuvernor Adam

W to lysts charge"that0fte^gb”'31 a"a- 
Irepodun, Ekiti, and &*“"?’ in 
government areas mav. local 
similar dispositio^ ^,"o,exhibita 
that the battle would teak reckon

the local government areas excised 
from old Kwara into the new state 
have a tradition of voting left the 
same cannot confidently be said of 
those carried over from Benue 
Okene, Ajaokuta, Adavi Okehi 
Yagba, Oyi and West Yagba coun­
cils have always shown a marked 
preference for left of the centre poli­
tics, although Adamu Attah being 
an Ebira was able to exploit the 
homeboy factor to his advantage to 
win Okehi/Okene for the NPN 
during the 1979 elections.
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ping down, at the last minute, of

himself as a governorship candi-

T

I

him. Isem-Isemin's major minus, 
according to analysts, is the poor 
performance of NRC local govern­
ment chairman, which may incur 
the wrath of voters. A charismatic

Citizen, December 9, 1991

Government beat Dr. Chuckwue- 
meka Ezeife in the run-off election. 
Now, with Odunze out of the pic­
ture, Ezeife has emerged as the 

forgone conclusion, what with his ^su"3*6'Hecn)OysKra& 
close association with the Awolowo 
family.

"may mark the end of SDP in the 
state." Outside Akwa Ibom, the 48-

Anambra, Enugu, Rivers and Imo 
State. Before he was banned. Dr.

Umoh, state agent for Mbosoh, Okechukwu Odunse was seen as 
! the most likely candidate to win in 

Anambra State, on the SDP ticket,

COVER STORY
her of Nigerian Cement Company, 
Nkalagu, is promising fairness, eq­
uity, justice adequate food and em­
ployment opportunities.

His opponent, Dr. Sam Eke, a 
millionaire businessman from Alayi 
in Bendel Local Government, has so 
far failed to win over his defeated 
colleagues in the SDP who have 
since gone to court to~ challenge his 
victory. The aggrieved candidates, 
led by Chief August Alairbe, Chief 
Empire Kanu and Elder Ejike 
Ukaegbu, are alleging that herigged 
the primaries after declaring his 
interest in the governorship race just 
about a month back.

Head or tail, Etinan Local Gov-

_ • -i J rtnamora atare, on me aur ucKer,With the situation on the ground Odunze, from Umunya in Oyi Local

Osoba and the SDP's chances on Satur­
day barring any "maradonic" hitch is a

businessman and political master the wide support of youths and is tipathy
strategist, he muscled out favourite seen as a man who can use his inter- mcir. c‘.______
Ekpongntak Ekpong, a protege of national connections to transform likely to win riding
multi-millionaire Ime Ummaah, in the state. Ebri's popularity could be *’■------- •
the October 19 primaries. His vic- seen from the fact that he won the 
tory was made easier by the step- first ballot and went ahead to win joys, 
ping down, at the last minute, of the twice-held run-off against main 
another popular governorship can- opponent, Wilfred Inah.
didate, Obong Etukudo EJj^ro. Ntufam Matthew Ojong, the threatened to engulf the state in the

Akwa Ibom is an NgC strong- SDPflagbear.wasthefirstwinnerof wake of the primaries was doused 
hold, which makes thingls easier for the primaries in the country to be two weeks ago when NEC removed
him. tcom-Tcnmin'e restrained by a court from parading the two contestants, Chief J°e

himself as a governorship candi- Nwodo and Reverend Hyde 
date. The case was, however, with- Onuaguluchi from the stage. By last 
drawnlaterbyDr.OkpokanSimion, week, two new contestants had 
who led other defeated candidates emerged—Dr. Emma Enejere from

man who is said to have a good to sue him. Ojong was the Cross 
understanding of the needs of the River State Sports Council sole 
state, Obong Isemin is pledging an administrator and later director 
honest, dedicated, impartial and general of the schools management 
dependable leadership. board before opting for politics.

EkongEtuk,theSDPcandidate, He enjoys the support of the
was elected in controversial circum- party at state and national levels. A 
stances and according to observers, native of Ikom which, like Nkpani, 
mainly due to the influences of the is in the North of the state, he will 
state chairman of the party, Chief continue with the Better Life Pro­
Francis Ebong, who also hails from grammeandalsoensureproduction 
Etinan. His victory in the primaries of adequate food and their "scien- 
was bitterly attacked by John Ekong tific storage."
and Udo Mbosoh, by far the more NEC's November 25 shocker 
popularcandidates. The acceptance has altered the political equation in 
of the result of the primaries, ac- * ''
cording to Obong Ukpong Dan

T_fcL tor of Chronicle. A vintage 
newbreed, from Nkpani, he enjoys

seen as a man who can use his inter­

Dr. Nnamdi Eriobuna, the NRC 
candidate has known no peace since 
he upstaged favourite, Ifeanyi 
Okonkwo, who is courts to inter­
vene. NEC obliged Okonkwo when 

emment will produce the next gov- "may mark the end of SDP in the itcancelled theresultsand called for
emor of Akwa-Ibom State as both state." Outside Akwa Ibom, the 48- fresh primaries. OkonKwo is likely
candidates come from there. Obong year old Etuk enjoys great respect, to clinch the NRC ticket in which 
Akpan Isemin of the NRC seems to Lagos. casehewouldslugitoutwitliSDP's
have a slight edge. He has his party Ezeife. While Okonkwo is politi-
solidly behind him and is rumoured ■ '^he odds favour NRC's cally more visible in the state, given
to be favoured by the incumbent Fl Clement Ebri, a former edi- the fact that he has a well organised
governor, Wing Commander tor of Chronicle. A vintage campaign machinery, observers
Idongesit Nkanga. A successful newbreed, from Nkpani, he enjoys point to the state's traditional an-
businessman and political master the wide support of youths and is tipathy to rightist politics as his
strategist, he muscled out favourite seen as a man who can use his inter- main stumbling block. Ezeife is

on the crest of 
the popular support which the 
SDP's welfarist programmes en-

Enugu is of course an NRG 
state. The conflagration which

was doused
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Another voter-turnout, mill they come out again?

I

1W

believe, will further bolster 
Gbazueagu's chances.

Still, if past trends are anything 
to go by. Chief Onoh's clout is likely 
to swing the governorship Agama's 
way. Agama has Abakaliki's teem­
ing population going for him. Ngwo 
area, Onoh's home base and Nsukka 
where Onoh enjoys considerable 
support of the powerful Nwodo 
political clan are also likely to root 
for him. Barring any last minute 
surprise, Barrister Agama Agama is 
most favoured to win the Enugu 
governorship contest.

H - I

hh the disqualification 
W/WZ of Sergent Awuse and 
V V Zebulon Abule, the SDP

and NRC governorship candidates 
respectively, the Rivers State gover­
norship race has become most un­
certain. Abule's closest rival, Rufus 
Ada-George is favoured to clinch 
the NRC ticket in the December 5 
primaries. He will face a challenge 
from Fafaa Princewill, but he‘is 
rated as very shaky. In the SDP, the 
banning of Awuse has thrown up 
new aspirants. Mrs Zainab Duke, 
Dr. Adonye Ibiama and Bekinbo 
Soberekon are all eyeing the SDP 
ticket. They are however unknown 
quantities compared to Ada George 
who is favoured to win the gover-

26_______________________

Nsukka and Barrister Agama Ag­
ama from the^ densely populated 
Abakaliki zone.| Agama is believed 
to enjoy the support of Chief C. C. 
Onoh, the unchallenged Kingpin of 
Wawa politics, and this, analysts 
say, is enough to secure Agama the 
NRC ticket.

Chief Gbazueagu Nweke 
Gbazuagu, the SDP candidate is a 
lightweight in Enugu politics. Since 
his emergency as the SDP flagbearer 
on November 9 however there have 
been some significant develop­
ments which may well enthrone 
him as Enugu's next governor. First, 
his party is enjoying a better public 
image in the state than the NRC 
because his election, which came in 
the run-off with first ballot winner, 
Chief Chris Nwonkwo, has only 
met with a feeble protest from some 
of the defeated candidates.

Second, the University of Port 
Harcourt alumnus, 34 and a suc­
cessful businessman, is known to 
enjoy the backing of Chief Jim 
Nwobodo, second republic gover­
nor of old Anambra, among other 
influential personalities. Third, the 
seeming supporters of Reverend 
Onuaguluchi, who like him, hail 
from Oji River Local Government. 
Onuaguluchi crossed over to the 
SDP last week and this, analysts

norship race on the platform of the 
NRC.

Chief Evan Enweren, a wealthy 
lawyer/businessman from Atta 
Ikeduru is highly favoured to win 
the Imo State contest and the ban on 
NRC's Fabian Osuji has not altered 
anything. Enwerem is fondly re­
membered by many for his relief 
efforts during the Nigerian civil 
war. After his victory in the NRC 
primaries on October 19, Chief 
Enwerem was visited by the de­
feated aspirants who acknowledge 
his "inability" for December 14 and 
pledged their support to him. i

Before he was banned by NEC, i 
Professor Fabian Osuji had so many 
obstacleson his way. He comes from 
Mbaise, a place mentioned with 
trepidation in Imo State. In fact, 
there is a saying that "if you see a 
snake and an Mbaise man, kill the 
Mbaise man and leave the snake." 
This stereotype of an Mbaise man 
being dangerous and unfit to do 
business with, require more than a 
two week campaign to fight suc­
cessfully.

The image problem of the ex­
Imo State University deputy vice 
chancellor was further exacerbated 
by his defeated main rival, Dr. 
Izuogu Ezekiel, who wants every­
body to believe that Professor Osuji 
is a stooge of influential multi-mil­
lionaire, Chief Arthur Nzeribe. 
Izuogu is likely to emerge the NRC 
flagbearer in the new primary elec­
tion, but pundits rate his chances 
against SDP's Enweran as very slim 
indeed as Nzeribe's considerable 
clout will not be at his disposal on 
December 14, Enwerem who is 
something of a folk hero in the state 
will therefore have an easy victory.

The battle for Fidelis Makka's 
job in Benue State is between Rev 
Moses Adasu, SDP and Professor 
Ignatius Ayua, NRC. In the run-up 
to primaries, Adasu and Igbetar 
were clear favourites with Igbetar 
having the edge. It was no wonder 
that run-off elections had decide 
between the two which the Rev 
won. The Catholic priest breached 
the church order which expressly

Citizen, December 9,1991
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Campaign train
!

Ibrahim Tukura is Gwari/Gbagi,

Citizen, December 9,1991

Prima facie, Ibrahim seems set to 
clinch the scat, but observers say it 
may not turn out that way because 
during the NRC primaries, Adamu 
beat two Gwari/Gbagi candidates

forbade priests from taking part in 
partisan politics.

He owes his success also to 
hardwork, the close identification of 
Igbetar with a banned politician on 
one hand and wrangling between 
Igbetar and David lornem, SDP 
national publicity secretary, who is 
not happy with Igbetar for hob­
nobbing with the banned politician. 
The banned politician not only 
turned over his supporters to Igbe­
tar but had linked him with a retired 
army general.

state which the last time around had 
voted for the NPN.

A factor that may sway voters is 
personality. Ayua's stature is far 
ahead of Adasu's who has the 
added difficulty of being single in a 
society where being married is 
equated with being responsible and 
uncertainty over his priesthood.

In the Abuja mayoral race, two 
candidates - Adamu Shuaibu, NRC, 
and Ibrahim Tukura, SDP, are, 
largely going to be on their own, the 
standing and fortunes of their re­
spective parties may not be an ad­
vantage.

The issues that are likely to fea­
ture prominently in the elections are 
ethnicity and individual merit. Re­
ligion is not an issue, moreover, the 
two candidates are muslims. The 
issue would naturally centre on 
ethinicity. Abuja has been described 
as "a home for all Nigerians," but 
this has not altered the fact that the 
tribes in the territory would root for 
one of their own purely on that sen­
timent.

Both candidates are indigenes. 
Adamu Shuaibu is an Igbirra from

emments. Translated to votes, it 
means any of the candidates can be 
elected from the block votes of the
Tiv. However, in the last bye-elec- Abaji, a minority ethnic group while 

Prof had insisted that competence, tion into the councils, the NRC, IK-t..v.—
i.~.. j------ swept seven of the 10 chairmanship the largest ethnic group in the FCT.

posts in contrast to the 1990 local 
elections in which the SDP swept 15 
councils out of 19 in the old Benue 
State. The last few days has showed 
a significant shift to the NRC in a

ev Adasu cut his political 
teeth in the Constituent As­
sembly. There he was vocal 

among the anti-sharia group, 
emerging as a fearless and incor­
ruptible. Most aspirants felt irked 
by Adasu's campaign tactics and 
antics in portraying them as corrupt 
and attempted to gang -up against 
him. The plot worked when during 
the party's congress in July, his 
candidate, Nyashima Bur lost to 
Igbetar's candidate, lyankyaa. The 
alliance however did not last. Fol­
lowing the stalemate in the October 
19 primaries, the alliance scattered 
and the other candidates forged a 
new one with Adasu.

Adasu and Igbetar are both Tiv, 
the former from Vandeikya and the 
latter from Konshisha. So also is Prof 
Ayua, the NRC candidate. The for­
mer dean, faculty of Law, ABU, 
Zaria emerged winner after beating 
ei£ht others in the primaries which 
included Tesemchi MKar, Ezekiel 
Akiga and Abel Gaffa.

His success came from an effi­
cient campaign team-work and or­
ganisation as evidenced by the array 
of computers at his Badagry Street state, with a control of 12 local gov- 
office where campaign materials 
and other relevant information on 
political trend is analysed and 
stored. Early in his campaign, the 

clear vision are the two key issues 
that would move Benue State for­
ward. These, he can provide. His 
blueprint on how to do this has been 
widely circulated.

He was a member of the con­

stituent assembly where he 
emerged as leader of Benue group, 
an early member of the NRC in liai­
son with Stephen Lawani, national 
deputy chairman of the NRC and 
Idoma. In a bid to make in roads into 
the Idoma area has chosen Mrs 
Enyantu Ifenne, a former director 
general, women;s commission, as 
his running mate.

Ifenne, though had not until 
now made her political inclination 
known, boasts of having been com­
missioner for education, chairman 
of Okpokwu local government. Her 
popularity cuts across party lines 
and is expected to attract large votes 
in the in the six Idoma areas. Rev 
Adasu, Citizen, had wanted to his 
pick her as running mate before 
Ayua beat him to the punch.

Neither ethnicity nor religion 
would play a significant part in 
deciding who goes to the govern­
ment house, Makurdi. Both candi­
dates are Tiv, the majority in the
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are awaiting the verdict of thecourt. 
In the event of a decision in favour of 
Dahiru Mohammed, most have

a chance for the SDP, who has 
Adamu S. Bulkachuwa. He has

T

By Ike Okonta and Moham­
med Bomoi with additional reports by 
Mahmud Jega, Mohammed 
Haruna, Bilkisu Yusuf, Adamu 
Adamu, Bolaji Adebiyi, Rabiu 
Barde, Abu Mommoh, Isaac 
Umunna, Tawey Zakka, Tijjani 
Isa,, Yinka Telia, Akin Aluko and 
Samson Ojo

to clinch the ticket. One of the de­
feated candidates, Yunana Daudu, 
comes from Rubod, the same town 
with Ibrahim Tukura. The point 
here is that Adamu might have suc­
ceeded in gaining the support of the 
Gwari/Gbagi. Moreover, many be­
lieve that Yunana would have 
beaten Ibrahim Tukura if he were in 
the SDP.

Thenon-indigenesin Abuja are 
interested in any candidate with 
exposure and qualities to match the 
demands of a mayoral scat that 
would become even-more strategic 
with the movement of the seat of 
federal government there. Adamu 
has edge in this respect; he has just 
"graduated" from N1PSS, holds a 
masters degree since 1976 and had 
risen to the position of acting direc­
tor-general of the MFCT, sole ad­
ministrator, Gwagwalada council.

Ibrahim Tukura is a seasoned

—.. - .w <9 a puuuC -.
having contested and lost a seat in 
the national assembly in 1983 on the 
ticket of the defunct NPP. Barring 
hitches and the intercine wran- 
glings in the party with some de­
camping to the SDP, the NRC is 
expected to take the mayoral seat. scrviceanciclidnot wakeupin good

During the second republic, enough time. In the primaries, he 
Bauchi State, the epitome of what is perhaps conceded Gombe to 
regarded bv ■' ‘_ u1c«ju,meamuas-

as a peaceful state, was a sador turned north - .
nok-y-ui- play- sure that being the only candidate in

ground.Thepartysweptevery elec- Bauchi, r-*- ’
tion and >r — — ■ • was a sure I  r

candidate, Ahmed Muazu widely 
rpc»ar/4o^ ------- ” '

_ —t---------- .V* “•

sador, had given some indications

declared his election himself, has forces bitterly opposed to second 
cast a big shadow on the party's republic chanji, which his oppo-
chances in the state. The faction led nents believed, he championed, 
by Ambassador Balarabe Tafawa Second, supporters of the ambassa- 

•Micumn lUKura is a Balewa, has accused Dahiru of rig- dor in the establishment took things
administrator with HgherqTahfira- l^i elCCti°n' in thr“ for 8ran,ed'
bons in local government ariml„- 0031 governments where he won Now to supporters of Dahiru,it
stration, had been a school teacher "1assiv®1>''and colluding with elec- is time for victory song. The sup-
worked with the University of In/ ^°n tu Party offidals of compile- portersof the ambassador see only a
Abuja Municipal Council where Thc *-Ssue is now before the stalemate which will sooner than
was treasurer and Keffi Local Gov- COUrts! later turn into their favour. This
ernment. He is not a ooliHcal 0 one m the state expected the am- stalemate has suddenly turned into
havine-----. . . . a chance (nr the SDP. who has

| bassador's fortunes to
j fake this turn. Widely beaten his rival in the run-off. Re- 

Sw” ,as the most emi' portedly angered by their candi- 
enee a q“allf'ed *" ternls of expert- date-s not so rosy showing in Kat- 
ontiv n. c°mPetence, he appar- agum, Bauchi people who had cast 
ndy mistook politics for the civil their ]ot with Katagum's Abubakar 

enVuS^Kmc inTVake UP *n 8“d Tatari now feIt betrayed- They

, — ^.ivu.cui wndns pernaps conceded Gombe toregarded by watc^prs of the politi- Dahiru, a son of the soil, the ambas- 
031 *“cnc as a peaceful state, was a sador turned north - to Katagum - vowed to decamp to the SDP. Sup-
solid, unshakable NPN play- sure that being the only candidate in porters of the ambassador, how-
ground. The party swept every elec- Bauchi, automatic support there ever, feel this will be unnecessary
tion and if other tendencies existed was a sure banker. A promising because they are almost certain that
they took a back seat and never had candidate, Ahmed Muazu widely the decision must favour them,
anything to show beyond state as- regarded as a spoiler for the ambas-
semblies. <■- J— ■ • ■

This time around, as the transi- °f indecision.
tion to civil rule unfolded, all breath The ambassador picked Ab-
isbated to see whether things will be dulmuhyi Mukhtar from Katagum 
different. And they may be. The as his running mate, probably the 
party thatexpectstogetawalk-over most patriotic politician among the 
may end up receiving a proper breed. That alone ought to have 
whacking. Alhaji Dahiru Moham- assured the ambassador's camp of a 
med, a former director general, the clean sweep. Two things made 
NRC governorship candidate, who things difficult. First, the rise of new
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Transition
Cat and mouse game

Unknown to the politicians a 
similar invitation had been dis-

patched by the force headquarters 
to journalists for a pressbriefing that 
same morning on "the on-going 
transition to civil rule programme". 
Befuddled journallists watched as 
Arthur Nzeribe, I^amidi Adedibu 
then Odumegwu Ojukwu drove 
into Kam Salem House in turns, elic­
iting frantic speculations. Some of 
the "wild theories being advanced 
by a few of the reporters however 
went puff when Odumegwu 
Ojukwu ex-Biafram war-lord was 
eased out of the police grounds a 
free man, barely five minutes after 
his arrival.

By the time a Toyota coaster bus 
with registration number NPF 7689 
emerged well after 11 am to convey 
12 of Atta's distinguished invitees to 
the senate chambers, venue of the 
Transition to Gvil Rule Tribunal, it 
became apparent to newshounds 
that the Babangida administration 
was making good its persistent 
threat to deal with political barons
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Onoh (Anambra) and Lateef 
Jakande (Lagos), former governor 
of Kaduna State, Alhaji Lawai Kaita 
and Ibadan-based business man 
cum politician Alhaji Lamidi Aded-

Tw.lv. banned poillldms p„, lhe inl
to nd transition politics of the influence of the "oldbreed" day December 2.

ovemment pulled off some- 
thing akin to a coup last 
week. The "coup", directed 

against the nation's old political 
brigade, had all the trappings of a 
carefully rehearsed tragi-comedy.

Trouble for Nigeria's powermen 
of yesteryears, initially appeared in 
die shape of courteous letters of 
invitation signed personally by Po­
lice Inspector General Alhaji Aliyu 
Atta but discreetly dispatched 
through state commissioners of Po- 
Hce in Katsina, Lagos, Kaduna, Imo, 
Kano, Oyo, Kwara, Benue and An­
ambra to 14 banned politician, sus­
pected of meddling in transition 
politics.

In it, Atta requested the es- 
t^med presence of a former Chief 
of Staff, Major-General Shehu Musa 
? ar adua; two second republic min­
isters, PaulUnongo (Steel) and Bello 
Maitama Yusuf (Commerce); six ex-

Yadadua, Jakande and Saraki at the tribunal

governors, Abubakar Rimi (Kano);
Bola Ige (Oyo); Solomon Lar (Pla­
teau); Jim Nwobodo and Christian
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obi SDP (Lagos) and Gbazeal 
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’P^haJ Lamidi Adedibu, still 

smarting from charges of having 
forged NEC clearance certificat° 
dammed on him by the state was 
ointlya«jgned™!hc1x<3yo State 
governor, Chief Bola Ige over al- 'Wodw “ to°k t
mged sponsorship of the Candida- ^g0S”- He pr2L°invitc 
1Ggrc of the SDP's governorship 
flagbearer in Oyo State, Chief san f°r ,hc accused •" 
Kobpo Ishola. With ex-Anambra "Ce' SCdoi'self.I 

state chief executive Chief C.C 
Onoh, the story is slightly different. 
Onoh is accused of sponsoring an 
unspecified political party for the 
local government elections and 
governorship election primaries.

Two of the banned or disquali- the

Alhaji Lawai Kaita, who did not 
honour Atta's invitation were

parently away to Saudi Arabia on 
the leseser Hajj when he was served 
IG' invitation. By Tuesday last

facing charges of having bankrolled 
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By Tawey Zakka 
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AFRICA
ain are demanding, have been de­
tained and would be tried under 
Libyan law. The two countries, he 
said, were free to send representa­
tives to attend the trial.

Almost immediately, Ghad- 
dafi's new secret service chief, Col. 
Youssef Abdel Kader Al-Dibri said 
that the allegations against Libya 
would be investigated to know the 
truth "because what we have been 
blamed for is inconsistent with our 
policy, our values and our cus­
toms." That policy aims to "make 
the entire region, the whole world,a 
haven of peace and security," he 
said.

outh Africa is moving slowly 
but assuredly towards shed- 
ding its racialist image and 

transforming itself into a truly 
democratic, non-racial society. In 
Johannesburg, last week, the ruling 
Nationalist Party government and 
some 20 black and white organisa­
tions met for two days to prepare for 
a multi-party conference.

The white supremacist Conser­
vative Party (CP) refused to take 
part in the weekend preliminary 
talks held in a hotel room at Jan 
Smuts airport.

According to agency reports, 
the "talks about talks" produced "a 
blueprint for negotiations which 
aim to devise a post-apartheid con­
stitution. The delegates, three from 
each participating party, agreed 
that the constitutional negotiations 
should be tagged the "Convention 
for Democracy in South Africa" 
(CODESA) and the first meeting of 
the convention held at a Johannes­
burg business centre on December 
20.

Almost all the participants

Libya
The bullies come again

America and Britain want two Libyans for trial but 
strongman Ghaddafi won't give in

However, Col. Ghaddafi's gov­
ernment made a move last week, 
clearly meant to gain it some more 
international sympathy and thereby 
attenuate what action the Ameri­
cans and their allies are contemplat­
ing. One of its diplomats in Paris 
announced that the two agents 
whose extradition the US and Brit-

South Africa
“Talks aboufi talks”

The white minority government and black opposition 
parties fix December 20-21 for 'CODESA'

agreed the talks had been a success. 
"More than ever we are walking the 
last mile,” said Cyril Ramaphosa, 
who led the ANC delegation. "The 
deliberations on date have been 
better than we anticipated and this 
augurs well for the future," said 
Inkatha's Frank Mdlose.

The Pan-Africanist Congress, 
however, was disappointed, and 
walked out of the talks because it 
failed to push through its demands 
that CODESA be held outside South 
Africa and that the Organisation of 
African Unity (OAU) provide a 
chairman.

PAC alleged "a secret deal" be- i 
tween the ANC and the government 
"to scale down demands for a con­
stituent assembly for the sake of 
reaching an easy settlement on a 
transitional government." Accord­
ing to Benny Alexander, an ANC 
spokesman, this interim govem- 
mcn t is to be in place by next Febru­
ary. The ANC has denied the 
charges.

t || ''trough they have not said it, 
■ the Americans, with their 

J-L British and French allies, are 
planning some action, some say a 
military one, against Libya, similar 
to the one in 1987. Then, the US said 
it was retaliating for the bombing by 
a suspected Libyan hit squad of a 
night club in former West Berlin fre­
quented by its soldiers.

Their excuse this time is the 
evidence they are saying they have 
found linking Libya to the destruc­
tion in 1988 of the American PAN­
AM flight 103 over Lockerbie in 
Scotland. The plane's crew and pas­
sengers of 270 perished in the midair 
explosion. The US and British gov­
ernments want two Libyan agents 
whom they have identified extra­
dited for trial in either country.

The French, on their part, sus­
pect the same agents may have been 
responsible for the shooting down 
of a UTA DC-10 airliner over Niger 
two years ago. But the Libyan gov­
ernment would not entertain such a 
demand. A foreign ministry state­
ment called it "distasteful." Instead, 
it has appointed a magistrate to 
investigate the allegations.

Meanwhile both sides have 
started off on a diplomatic shuttle to 
seek out backers for their cause, the 
British foraging into the Mediterra­
nean countries and Libya going to 
East Asia. Last week, Asharq Al- 
Awsat, an Egyptian newspaper, said 
the Libyan government was trans­
ferring one billion dollars in assets 
from "British, French and other 
European banks to the Gulf, Egypt 
and Cyprus." The aim, apparently, 
was to avoid the experience of 1986 
when Washington froze Libyan 
assets for its alleged harbouring of 
terrorists.

Citizen, December 9, 1991.
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dence devastated, the soldiers not 
on his side and the French troops re­
quested for not likely to move from 
the Republic of Benin base they 
were kept, Koffigoh knew quite well 
that the power Eyadema lost to 
them since October can be re­
claimed at anytime.

Meanwhile, by Thursday, the 
situation in Lome was returning to 
normal. People were reported by

Eyadema
BBC as saying that France let them 
down by not acting decisively. And 
with Koffigoh busy forming a new 
government that will now have a 
substantial participation from 
Eyadema's faithfuls, the future of 
democracy in Togo looks gloomy.

Burkina Faso
“I am the president”

Only about 30 per cent of Burkinabes voted, yet Cam- 
paore insists he is the president

Amidst all the confusion, Presi­
dent Compaore went ahead to stand 
against himself. In both the main 
cities of Ouagadugu and Obrobo- 
lasu, protesters were reported to 
have destroyed voting materials, 
polling booths some also took ad­
vantage of the situation to loot stalls 
in markets. Despite these and the 
fact that people heeded the opposi­
tion's call for the boycott of the polls, 
it still went on. Little wonder then, 
there was a low turn-out.

President Compaore is not 
showing any sign of re-ordering the 
elections. Instead he announced 
that the legislature elections sched­
uled for early next year, will go 
ahead. The opposition, expectedly 
said it would call for a boycott once 
again. Meanwhile, the opposition 
has taken the battle elsewhere. It is 
now counting on the Supreme 
Court to annul the results of the 
elections and compel the govern­
ment to convene a national confer­
ence which will then organise the 
elections.

AFRICA___________________________________

Togo
Eyadema still in charge?

He has stayed in the background, but no one 
doubts his power

K ast week, after abou t a week 
of a confused face-off be-

M tween the military and the 
transitional government, the situ­
ation in Togo still remained in a state 
of anxiety. Everything was up side 
down.

It all started when troops said to 
be loyal to now less powerful Presi­
dent Gnanssingbe Eyadema at­
tacked the residence of Joseph 
Kokoh Koffigoh, the head of the 
transitional government, and ar­
rested him, with many people los­
ing their lives in the violence that 
followed. And as if to confirm the 
role being played by president 
Eyadema, Koffigoh was taken to 
Eyadema's palace, where he was 
said to be having talks. At the end of 
the talks, Mr. Koffigoh announced 
that they have agreed to form a new 
government of national unity. That 
might have been Eyadema's pro­
posal to Koffigoh, who in any case 
has no option.

Earlier when the soldiers took 
over the radio station, they de­
manded the dissolution of the 
barely three month old transitional 
legislature and the appointment of a 
new prime minister. The soldiers 
who took strategic positions all over 
Togolese capital, Lome, openly 
demanded that president Eyadema 
takes over complete powers as it 
used to be before. President 
Eyadema was stripped of most of 
his powers last August when oppo­
sition parties organised a national 
conference with the main intention 
of ending Eyadema's 20-year old 
one party rule.

Over fifty people are said to have 
lost their lives. Koffigoh himself 
said that he was going ahead to form 
a new government of national unity 
as requested by Eyadema to prevent 
further bloodshed. With his resi-

urkina Faso's president 
B-C Blaise Compaore is busy re- 
M Jr defining democracy in his 
country. For him democracy is not 
that game in which the largest 
number takes over control. In last 
week's presidential elections, after 
six opposition candidates withdrew 
from the contest and when only 
about 30 per cent of the voters voted, 
Compaore maintains that he has 
been duly elected. Over 86 per cent 
of those who voted, were actually 
for him.

Long before the elections, the 
opposition gave notice of its inten­
tion toboycott the process as long as 
some fundamental issues are not 
settled. The opposition preferred a 
national conference saying the elec­
toral process under the incumbent 
president hardly gives a picture of 
being neutral. So when Compaore 
refused to convene a national con­
ference and insisted that the polls go 
ahead as they were arranged, the six 
candidates that earlier showed in­
terest in the job withdrew. But 
Compaore was unperturbed.

.....* -

■ ■
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WORLD
Soviet Union ~~ "

Another piuar gone
Ukrainians match defi^ui^^TTr

creasing Soviet President Gorbach , peridence'in" 
eonid Kravchuk, the former " S lemmas

communist ideologue now
^turned "free-marketeer" 

was on 
new presir
Union's second largest republic, Ukrai««\ V------ — -which tour days earlier voted to federal par4-°f alooser con- 
secede from Moscow. vict °* the republics, the So-

The ceremony in Kiev, the capi- ho i CT must have known tha 
tai ot the new independent nation- the rehrtv”had 4he P°wer tobC3 
s ‘ °e, was clearly the greatest rebuff ^Publics into line
o7 *e embattled Soviet leader, when^^ans said exactly t** 
Mikhail Gorbachev, who warned on v^roHnV0'^93 e-
Vhe eve ot the December 1 referen- OdX"^

dum that a vote for: independence Crimea, 50-70 per“m supported 
would be a disaster' to the new Ukraine's independence, which 
Soviet Union, he is trying to shape would effectively break over 300 
up. He said m the circumstance of a year's of direct rule from Moscow- 
yesvotehewould resign rather than Thoseregionshadbeen expected to 
preside over the disintegration of vote against independence, a belief 
the union. which perhaps led Russian presi-

Mr. Gorbachev had every cause dent Boris Yeltsin towam.initially' 
for worry. First, an independent thatayesvotewouldforcearedefi- 
Ukraine would be another pillar nitionofUkraine'sborders.Butfol- 
r—---------------------------------------------------------- ------------ 1 lowing the land-

\ slide vote for in­
dependence, Mr- 
Yeltsin hashad to 
change his por­
tion from one ot 
antagonism t° 
"full support for 
Ukraine's state­
hood" .

Outside rec­
ognition hasbeen

i slow in coming, 
but Ukrainians

I are willing to
1 wait. Few days to
1 the referendum,
' Mr. Gorbachev, 

worried over
‘ Washington s 

sal position on 
“I Ukraine, was_on_

minutes, speak- 
45 ? Georg0 Bush

Lsidez that an inde-

CsoviCn independence

^M’u^Cfmcrica.is

^^‘'ffethoneKrelin
" The \tiod5-.cal "* n-states and 

to ,cnnaf° ^ment" w
pr<nad°Zcring O by former 

rath°rtb"a lin< dc^'^r Margaret 
t^dobusiness

ecrnberS'^"'
wi^w'C^'^ aXryo^

140 dcSPa‘ Pt to secure as- 
inS‘°al ®5Stes to ^ghts, economic 
offi<^as f441 huma” ’iSear weapons

as the fir?‘ has ^ independence- 
ndnisffat’fUkra’ne ve been more 
ognftf^men^m Poland,

hchadsaidheW Union? More pro-

sorsc'independence,^^.^.

repub
ania.

detached from under the tottering 
old giant, and second, Moscow al' 

c . rnadycash-strapped.wouldlosethe
December 5 sworn in as the biggest life-line for the national 
ddentofUkrame.theSoviet economy. But much as he wished
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Western hostages would be traded 
for the 300-odd Lebanese muslims 
held by Israel. But it couldn't make 
much headway earlier as Israel in­
sisted on first receiving information 
on its soldiers missing in Lebanon 
since its ill-fated 1982 invasion.

On August 11 Edward Tracy, 
an American, was released by Is­
lamic Jihad. If it wanted to show it 
meant business, the signal was well 
taken. De Cuellar swung into action

A’ 

i '
I

yrjTTith the release of Terry 
\'/\V Anderson, the longest- 
V V held Westerner in Leba­

non, the Revolutionary Justice Or­
ganisation and Islamic Jihad 
seemed to have decided that the 
couple of hostages they held no 
longer served any useful purpose.

Anderson's impending release 
had been reported by the dud of 
Thomas Sutherland a Scottish 
American lecturer and Terry Waite 
an envoy of Archbishop of Canter­
bury after their November 18 re­
lease by Islamic Jihad. Sutherland 
had been held for more than six 
years while Waite had spent almost 
five. Waite was reported by a 
Middle Eastern newspaper to have 
been caught with a transmitter in his 
belt to guide intelligence agents. 
The two said their captors had told 
them Anderson would be released 
by month end. And he was.

Joseph Cacippio who, along 
with Alan Steen, the Revolutionary 
Justice Organisation promised tore- 
lease "within days" of Anderson's 
freedom, was released Monday, a 
day ahead of his companion. A day 
before the Israeli-backed South 
Lebanese Army, SLA, had released 
25 out of the 300-odd Arabs it was 
holding at its al-Khiam prison. Is­
rael said it was a goodwill gesture 
specifically requested by out-going 
United Nations secretary general, 
Javier Perez de Cuellar to aid in 
strengthening his position in the 
negotiation process already under­
way.

It began on August 8, when Is­
lamic Jihad sent a letter to De Cuel­
lar through John McCarthy, a Brit­
ish hostage released the same day. 
Since then the UN had taken over as 
broker with the understanding that

I
De Cuellar, crowning glory 

by appointing Giandomenico Picco 
as his special envoy to the negotia­
tions.

Picco went to work tirelessly 
and unobtrusively and a month 
later his labour bore fruit. Israel set 
free its first batch of 51 muslim hos­
tages and remains of nine after re­
ceiving confirmation of the death of 
an Israeli soldier.

Saiqa, the pro-Syrian Palestin­
ian group, released the body of 
another on September 12. Within 
the next month and half, two more 
western hostages — an American 
and Briton — were released while 
Israel released 15 muslims. So far all 
Western hostages — except two

WORLD__________________________________________________________
Lebanon
Curtains fall in hostage drama

One side in the hostage drama has released all it holds, the 
other has begun releasing theirs. Is this the end of it all ?

Germans — have been released. Is­
rael, still holding more than 300 
muslims including Sheikh Abdul- 
karim Obeid, has had news on only 
three out of its 11 servicemen and 
released a total of 131.

The first incidence of hostage 
taking to happen in recent times was 
the Tehran Embassy seige in which 
Iranian Islamic revolutionaries cap­
tured the US Embassy with 52 em­
bassy staffers. The capture followed 
the interception of messages by the 
new Islamic authorities in Tehran to 
the effect that armed clashes were 
being planned by American diplo­
mats. The 52 hostages were released 
after 444 days in captivity.

Taking a cue, Lebanese mus­
lims, invaded by Israel to the south 
in 1982 and bombarded by a com­
bined Western armada seeking to 
store up the crumbling power of 
Lebanon's minority Christian re­
gime, decided to retaliate by captur­
ing westerners hostage.

They began coming out as 
trade-off for arms when the Iran- 
Contra affair, which saw David 
Jacobsen, Benjamin Weir and Law­
rence Jenco out of captors' hands, 
began. And it stopped as suddenly 
as it had begun.

While the curtains might have 
now fallen it would appear the 
dramatists were still on stage. What 
follows in its wake is unclear. How­
ever, US and Germany ha ve assured 
the Iranian government the matron 
of the Lebanese muslims and whose 
efforts produced the hostages, that 
they would not retaliate. Israel has 
also vowed not to seek revenge, 
something they should say only af­
ter releasing the 300 they currently 
hold — and not before.

By Adamu Adamu 
with agency reports



imperative for any

By Tola Sunday
Citizen, December 9, 1991

era of prudential 
frequent liquidity

36

Cu$t
The scr;

's king
;s to

-~_2j*reas
ket r
?n<* orienh'J’ new concepts, ideas 

■ keting.- lon in the field of mar-

CBN 
hank thatJ 
^PPing i„"this 
guidelines and 
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thonv I?.ncw trend, observed An- 
detMrtJ?"anko' a lecturer at the 
Univ .ent of finance and banking, 
the ^rS‘?' °f US°S' "'ould enable 
"r»ia n^S. tO ava*l themselves of 
to .^eutiUty/'that is, getting closer 
nood ° c<^stumers/ knowing their 
n^iand “haying them. The fi- 

nee lecturer believes that this will 
e the banks to be more cos- 

tomer-oriented.
Nwnakwo also identified other 

advantages such as the inculcation 
of banking habit into petty traders, 
reduction in the amount of cash

^bl. 
Il»ov,

fi^uh VelnP>h

and ™erch^^nSe^cObntrythe 
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As tk '8Ure u “te
creases, so'd^^her op SB11 
costumers-1° com f ba,'ks • 

?XyStS bc^VeS0,In f««MfiOns £

°na8Sre."s-X ar0 New 
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--------------------------------not opening b
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governor, Ahmed Property analy5'^ of moVe-
'tdoesnotwanttobecaughf the most '?sib'e ‘"’merdalareasis 

- - mentofbankstocorn ty. Ac-
on the demand . 5-ei idowu, an 
cording to Mr. a Adeniy*
Estate Survey0r JkeJ.a the 
Osunkojo Associa / -aUy on 
demand for Pr°Pcr‘fy^been on 
Alien Avenue has, o^n^ has 
the increase. Thi / , prop-
equally increased' *e( R that
erty in the areas with me ru 
many individuals are being forced 
m ^erne the avenue for less expen- 
sive residential areas. Ji-,rz4c

According to Idowu, landlords 
in the area now eject their tenants 
and let their buildings out to banks 
who have more bargaining powers 
and can pay up to five years rent in 
advance.
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Abiola: NSE applying the brakes

able to pay the unit holders who are, 
in most cases small savers.

Coupled with the fact that the 
capital market is a long term invest­
ment, it is also believed that the 
Nigerian capital market like the

Citizen. December?, 1991

muvwe believes that SEC guideline 
on unit trust scheme is not biased 
against either the capital market or 
the money market. He told Citizen

tunity for sustainable capital appre­
ciation may not be achieved if the 
present situation persists.

Commenting on the same issue, 
the president of Nigeria Stock Ex­
change said that the council was 
aware of the situation pointing out 
that the matter is being handled by 
his council and the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC). 
However, operators of unit trust 
schemes disagree with the notion 
that investing the funds in the 
money market would jeopardise the 
objectives of the scheme.

The unit trust manager of Public

Capital market
Unsff finance here to stay

Money managers divert unit trust fund to the 
money market

TV TV Then it made its debut in 
\/\y ^e Nigerian financial 
v v market last year, invest­

ment analysts described the unit 
trust scheme as a welcome develop­
ment.

Such analysts, hinged their ap­
proval of the scheme on the fact that, 
if well managed, it is an instrument 
for effective mobilisation and pool­
ing of funds of small savers in both 
the rural and urban areas to invest in 
more lucrative venturse.

Like any other innovation it be­
came the darling of finance houses, 
Rims Securities went to the north 
and the eastern parts of the country 
launching its Unit Trust Fund, Mer­
chant Bank of Africa, MBA, carried 
the sales of its Mutual Trust Scheme 
to market places and bus stops, 
while Public Finance Securities

nal interest rates on money market 
~ an

the objectives of economic lecturer with Lagos State 
the new unit Polvti'chnif* Vioiiaxme «*> 
trust scheme, 
which include 
the provision of 
long-term 
funds to the ment,thefundmanagersmaynotbe 
economy, di­
versification of 
invested port­
folio of inves­
tors and provi- 
sion of oppor-

Limited, embarked on a vigorous 
enlightenment campaign explain­
ing the advantages of its unit trust 
over shares or bank deposits.

Economists believe that the 
product has gradually been ac­
cepted by investors. Segun 
Bamigboye of Capital Brokers, 
agrees with this view. He told 
Citizen that as long as the total asset 
of unit trust is put at 35 million 
Naira, one can agree that despitelhe 
initial reluctance, the product is 
gradually gaining popularity 
among investors.

However, industrialists are now 
criticising what they observe as the Finance Securities, Dr. Joe Osho- 
investmentoftheUnitTrustFundin 
the money market instead of the 
capital market.

Chief Michael Balogun, chair- ,  
man and chief executive officer of that SEC allows the unit trust fund

First City Mer- to be invested in both capital arid 
chant Bank, last ’ '
week in Lagos 
bemoaned the 
emphasis on in­
vesting the 
funds in the „ _ 
money market scheme are biased against the capi- 
rather than the tai market, industry watchers attrib­

money market. What SEC has not 
told the operators of the scheme 
according to him, is whether the 
fund could be invested in non­
quoted but viable companies.

, If the operators of unit trust

tai market, industry watchers attrib­
capital market. ute it to the relatively higher nomi- 
The bank mo- r"’ i-‘ * v ?
gul argued that instruments. Dr. Henry Alege,

Polytechnic believes that it would 
benefit the unit holders if the fund 
managers invest in money 
market.He observes that since the 
capital market is a long-term invest-



will
sup-

Rivers, Akwa Ibom, Abia 
and Ondo states.

A guest of honour at the 
dinner party, Alhaji Isiaka 
Rabiu said that the BON 
MD has been the most 
practical and responsive 
of past chief executives 
since the bank was set up 
in 1960.

In response, Malam 
Mansur thanked his 
friends for the honour and 
added that whatever 
achievements BON had 
recorded during his ten­
ure, would not have been 
possible without the co­
operation and support of 
colleagues at the bank.

Code of conduct 
for capital market 

sibility of capital 
market regulators and 
operators to develop 
the capital market and 
the need to mount in­
creased enlightenment 
campaign in the market 
especially on those activi­
ties that relate to insider 
dealing.

The conference was 
organised by the Securi­
ties and Exchange Com- 

p,    >---------r - mission, SEC.

I CBN disburses 12.4million Naira

BUSINESS & ECONOMY 
dent of Nigerian Stock Exchange, is 
not unaware of the lack of aware­
ness on the capital market. He said 
that the NSE would devote a sub­
stantial portion of its 1992 budgeton 
education. For the capital market to 
develop, economic analysts believe 
that the economy has to grow, and 
that there must be awareness that 
the capital market is a cheaper 
source of fund than to go to the 
banks to borrow money for capital 
intensive investment.

A total of 12.4 million 
Nairaw’asgranted 
under the credit 

guarantee scheme 
(ALGS) in July 1991. 
About 3,620 farmers bene­
fited from the grant. This 
represents an increase of 
26.4 per cent over the 
amount granted in the 
proceeding month, but a 
decline of 31.3 per cent 
below the credit level in 
July 1990.

The CBN report for the 
month of July shows that 
the food crops sub-sector

Citizen, December 9, 1991

accounted for 11.12 mil­
lion Naira representing 
89.5 per cent of the total 
money granted, with 
3,361 farmers as recipi­
ents.

With 1,908 million 
Naira, Sokoto State 
emerged the highest re­
cipient of the loan fol­
lowed by Bauchi State 
with 1.814 million Naira 
while Anambra State 
came third with 1.209 mil­
lion Naira.

By Tola Sunday

exaco Nigeria Pic 
has appointed 
Mr. O. T. Adcl- 

ekan as the company's 
operations manager.

Mr. Adelekan 
be responsible for 
ply, distribution, stock 
reconciliation and field 
operations. A graduate 
of economics from 
University of Lagos and 

Sodangi honoured 
F* fl lhe managing di- 

j| rector of the Bank 
of the North, BON, 

Malam Mansur Sodangi, 
was last week honoured 
by friends and associates 
at Lafiya Hotel, Katsina, 
for the "competence he 
had exhibited in the last 
four years" as chief execu­
tive.

Speaking on behalf of 
Mansur's friends, former 
Rector of Bauchi Poly­
technic, Malam Aminu 
Aliyu, said MD had made 
efficient banking the hall­
mark of BON and that 
under Mansur's leader­
ship, it has flourished 
with branches in Enugu,

here should be a 
1 code of conduct to 

regulate capital 
Market operations to 
P'event the incident of 
lr»sider dealings.

The suggestion was 
^>ade in a communique 
issued at the end of a 
mree-day national con- 
crence on insider dealing 

held at Abuja. Other rec- 
°mniendations include 

call for a joint respon-

38 —--- -----—------------q is still developing. In fact, 
is sbomuvwe of Public Finance

\5e Pungent in his analysis of 
Parj^ 2&enan capital market. Corn­
kith & Nigerian capital market 
CoUn khat obtains in developed 
sayIn Cs' be did not mince words in 

fbe Nigerian capital
^his d ls ^°nnant. Alege attributes 
nOf doj^^yto thc fact fbat it has 
respon . °P°d to the exten t of being 
f°ld c?.Ve external shocks. He 

z lz?n that investors could

predict what would happen at 
the US capital market if there 
is a major event such as the Gulf 
war. For now, financial analysts 
believe that the awareness on capi­
tal market in Nigeria is still very 
low.

They insist that until the aware­
ness is created that the capital mar­
ket is an important factor in eco­
nomic development of any country 
the Nigerian capital market would 
continue to be dormant. The presi-

~ ” Texaco eippoHs”” 
manager

an MBA from Obafemi 
Awolowo University, De 
Ife, the new operations 
manager joined Texaco 
Nigeria Pic in 1979 as 
planning officer.

He has served in 
various management 
positions both in Nige­
ria and overseas before 
his new appointment.



39

Go©d Suck, Saror

The great strength of the north is

■©

them from the south of Nigeria.
In contrast, the universities of

W /a\ /7 hen I visited Zaria a fort- 
v / \ / aS°' th® ma^ topic 
w “ of discussion was the

turer at the university, and who is ABU cannot be diminished by 
normally "progressive" about such diversity. Ahmadu Bello, whose shortlisted from the two universi- 

name the great institution bears,

me a 1
shown me that rosy path earlier.

I was neither surprised nor sad, 
that Professor Daniel Saror, by all Bello 
accounts, an easy-going Tiv man, leader, the institution he built be- harder to reach it.

Good luck, Saror.

KABIRU YUSUF_________________
Zaria. He rose through the ranks to major universities in this country, 
become professor, dean of the fac- none of them enjoys the kind of na- 
ulty of veterinary science, dean of tional-mix of students and staff 
post-graduate school and deputy that ABU has. Despite the hue and 
vice chancellor. On what rational cry of discrimination in admission 
ground should he be denied the into northern universities, fully 40 
number one position? Another percent of students in ABU must be 
friend, who lectured in the same from the southern parts of the 
faculty as the new VC, said his prob- country. Certainly, if a casual ob- 
lem was that Saror was a professor server goes to the main gate of the 
only in name, who long ago began to university, the first person he may 
------------------------------ —------ encounter is more likely to be from 

Delta than Borno. Try the same 
exercise at the gates of the universi­
ties of Ibadan, Lagos, Ife, Benin, 
Nsukka, Port Harcourt or Calabar!

This national-mix is more obvi- 
chase things other than academic ous among the teaching staff. The 
laurels. According to him, Saror most striking example of this was 
"was the creation" of outgoing VC, in the recent ABU senate selection 

choice of a new vice chancellor for Nayaya Mohammed, who rescued of members who would screen can- 
Ahmadu Bello University (ABU). It him from cows and pigs and put him didates for vice chancellor. The 
was known then that the leading on the administrative conveyor belt, four ABU senate members elected 
contenders, whose names had been Whatever the case, Daniel Saror was were Professor C. O. Afolayan, Dr. 
submitted to President Babangida, in the right place at the right time, (Mrs) C.A. Ajakaiye, Professor A. 
were Professors Daniel I. Saror and and it is difficult for a government M.EmechebeandS.B.Elegba,allof 
J.Y. Yayock. Both were Christians that has celebrated former Tivland them from the south of Nigeria, 
and from minority tribes in the district officer as its secretary, and In contrast, the universities of 
north. Maradona for its captain, to play the Ibadan and Ife also screened candi-

A friend of mine, who is a lec- game any other day. dates for that position about the
turer at the university, and who is ABU cannot be diminished by same time. All the candidates 
normally "progressive" about such diversity. Ahmadu Bello, whose shortlisted from the two uni versi- 
matters, told me that the two pro- name the great institution bears, ties were Yoruba, and President 
fessors were unacceptable to the understood this, and it was with his Babangida, dully chose Professors 
Hausa-Fulani muslim majority. He approval that the first Nigerian vice A.B. Oyediran and T.A. Omole, to 
said since the screening committee chancellor was appointed. Ishaya head Ibadan and Ife 
had dropped the names of muslim Audu, a minority and a Christian by For Ibadan, the oldest university 
candidates like Professors Y.O. all accounts did a good job and de- Nigeria, only once did an "ou 
Aliu and H.T. Saad, the only alter- spite failing eye sight, still practice 
native was to canvass for outside r— 
candidates. He tried to enlist my and Christians alike. That was a good 
plnlr\ in <4-»Sc Vtlr T T

lobby northern army officers I parochialism don't go together.

officers than he thinks, and in any demic institution, as ABU quickly litical leaders is to ensure fairness

respectively.

 'out- 
:es sider", Professor Kenneth Dike, 

medicine in Zaria, serving muslims hold the position of VCandsohuge 
,  w 1 was the protest that followed, the

help in this by suggesting that I start for the university. Learning and experiment was never tried again, 
lobby northern army officers I parochialism don't go together. The great strength of the north is
know in Lagos. I know fewer army When you aim to build a great aca- diversity. The great task of its po- 
officers than he thinks, and in any demic institution, as ABU quickly litical leaders is to ensure fairness 
case, if God had intended to make became, you have to attract students and sense of belonging. There have 

-* lobbyist he would have and scholars from as far afield as you been lapses, exacerbated in the last
• can. decade by religious intolerance.

Paradoxically, while Ahmadu But the fund of goodwill is so vast 
” ) was reputed to be a regional that you only have to try a little

finally clinched the job. Saror had came the most national university in 
spent most of his working life in the country. I have been to all the

Citizen, December 9, 1991



380 resulted from

PUBLIC ENLIGHTENMENT DEPARTMENT, 
FEDERAL ROAD SAFETY COMMISSION

the deaths on the highways 
OVERSPEEDING, 
OVERTAKING AND 
OVERLOADING !

What a shame ? 
what future for our children ?

ODlCU On ^Vhat future for our country ?

W WO LIMIT REGULATIONS NOW Before it is TOO LATE I



41

CONTENTS

PagePage

ARTS 45
CITIZENSHIP 42

SPORTS 47PRIVATE EYE 43

POETS' NEST 44
50

1

4k

•-•Hy

SOCIETY

DEFINITIONS
IN HUMOUR

December? — 15, 1991
Vol. 2 No. 50

Children of Africa Concert: Just a whimper, page 45

Citizen. December 9, 1991

. i

M

I

' ’ •> 

'.dT ?■ _

-



W);

__ £
^OUR cmi^RBN tor 
W/... C*rW I 2 ' >

’ -P^.'. ..OKAX/... 
-' ve cuan^it it/-.

___________________
V5^G^Mi?S'7 q
rJJ |^G,«IbM0(1’

t\isS^ccXN5r

•••nU^R p.-----

WSs?^S
Pwes

g.ao?«mi?«
NonsEN5e/...ciw«^me 

•27xohanwj-/...or cuMGe 
'^- Sr>=\ TIA& T.v. StTC.



43

V

Mr. C.C. Onohby Alhaji Lalccf Jakando

Mr. Solomon Lar

by Chief Arthur Nzcribc

IMr. Jim N wobodo ■

Alhaji MuhammaduRimi

Mr. Paul U nongo I
Gen.ShehuMYafadua.

|Dr. Olusola Saraki:

Alhaji Bello Yusuf

1 Uncle B. Ige
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| Lecturer Lecturer Itantent

(2) "CAR1A" carriage in 
Eastern Politics

- Politics of Conversion to
Islam

- Making millions from 
foundations

" Umanisation" of Education

(3) - Politics of factions
- Radicalism and Dissent
- Benefits of Divide and Rule

(4) -PoliticalSoldiering
- Civilianising the military
- How to be a king maker

Signed
Private Eye, Watchful Avenue, Mafia City.

Ill) - Politics of Modakeke
J - Theory of 1 ndirect Rule

- Mystique of Omo Oduduwa

(9) - Steal of a steel
- How to meet IBB
- Minority Politics

JO) - The Dual Mandate
- Power of Banks
-Senate: The Power House

II.™
- The Theory of Thuggery
- How to nurture beauty 

queens

(5) - Politics of Import Licence
- How to flee from coup d'etat 
-How to escape kirikiri
- How to depart "illegal" aliens

medal series of lectures and book | 
launching. The lecture scries are 
designed to teach newbreed politi­
cians,especially the greenhorns who 
are in a hurry to master the tech­
niques of politicking the intricacies 
of the game.

I Course Content |

d all inter- the Cheerman of the N ABP Transit Camp Tribunal, are free of charge (FOC) an chief launcher: Chief Money, Kudi, Owo M.K.O.

12 before Chief Host. Akshon governor, Laji Lasaqi 
Chief Sponsor. Uncle Sam of Nigeria 
Come one! come all.

\J6) -Howtobeatikemba

All courses a.<_- ,lcv v,  
ested candidates are expected to register at the Lagos 
House, Marina, Lagos latest by December!’ before 

the governorship elections.The grand finale of the lecture services will be the 
launchingof a book titled:"Oldbreedism, Big,Bad, 
and Booming". Edited by Justice Fled Oya, Co Now!,

(7) - Politics of Anti-North
- Utilising Security vote
- How to escape Transition 

Tribunal

(8) -^kin Therapy In prison 
-How to win votes with
designer suits

- Fallacy of Newbreedism

PRIVATE EYE ■
Sponsored Politicking
Nigerian Association of 

Banned Politician (NABP)
f HI ^he Nigerian Association of
I Banned Politicians (N ABP) in
XL. conjunction with the federal

govemmentof Nigeria and theTran- 
sition Tribulations Cheer man 
hereby invite the newbreed and the 
voting public to the first diamond

(1) -PoliticsofAwoism
- Intrigues of succession
- "Saruminisation” of SDP
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Seizing his day, the shadow of a 
Why thepeople are living in the past golden penny
When the boys are challenging the was malt to sieve his blood with 
dust silent songs
Why the ladies are attending to cats His body's thirst knew sweat and 
When the maidens are busy in the tears as wine 
shafts

Don'tmind come tomy good friends 
Young people in the novice trains 
Young farmers who plant the grains 
cultivating and taming the canes 

Abdulkadir Babajo 
---------------------------------------------©
The Author (For Abubakar 

Gimba)
It is the trepidation of man that 
Though he blazes the trail of sacri­
fice
That benefits others but himself 
His efforts are misconceived as sabo­
tage
By the beneficiaries of his sacrifice

of flour
to raise labour to the habit of play 
it did not matter what the sum said

Though he ends up an 
victim without
An edifice to proclaim his sacrifice 
his left-behind are not spared 
The pain of being witnesses to fears 

Muhammad Tahir 
----------------------------------------- —©

poets'Lnest

Comrade labourer
Seizing his day, a flopping tailboard 
behind a scarred warrior on wheels 
engaged his climb from hunger to 
fulfilment
In his daily trial of sinews, when 
it was time to struggle beyond wishes 
formoonsthatwillnotbecomebread 
it did not matter what the sun said 
whetheritlooked with fury and blind 

Who summon committed courage rage 
with plans upon his work-hood, scourged his

dark skin
When the police are swinging the or made neon-lamps of white bags 
butts " n
Young farmers are cajoling the rats 
For the boys are playing the cats 
And maiden are copying the acts

- * n'rf°^°nyDvpalaver 
^omeg^Y

ftaud and g«ed *c up to gumption

Whatisweaitt’15' 
fluctuation

With this hype-jation 
Of currency'*' °tc j commotion 
NovaUdratecanScaiculation 

All the situation
Onlrw^l^fJ-—
Young farmuer® ffer they train 
For the nation they Jy the fieid 
Young farmers for a 
Cultivating big tra

Young farmers now bear 
Our dependence for brea y 

teacher is ready 
Young farmers be ready wire 

When the soldiers are playing 

^g farmers go play in th^dens 

If the soldiers are sP°rt1^ 
Young farmers are sporting gr

Cultivation is a careful plan 
So the novice has the option to run 
If a farmer is ready with plans 
He believes in his mission in trance

Motivation is there in the earth 
Invitation is given with a mirth 
All guarantees are ready for the ones

U lheI*1'*' voca. dev°te th‘®ef°rthose 
nd<* Io >• Frni 'y SWeat to 

Or,belak drUrnm tIle money 
the author 

^ways.

^one^y^S  ̂
^th SarC-—

tion^'^orro^ Motion 
Y°U be makC COrrec-

c®me
Roaste tO the m°nsters
MaUt^P^intcr«>ed 

y‘bV^StedCd

w?n°y Anders,
A„;n they sitrnthoauny hu"ters 
p. d Paying thG r i Shade of linters 
^^tendinS m Calculators 
Customers ~ “"tractors 
Stece the day t?°ney coUectore 
deity aytherrionies became the 

teggling th7fi'e b^ame crafty 
^ten-freedom became a duty 
AndnooneeoX

“"id return to safety

Bnttheto^oisu mptUted 
With stamps wS°ra>,,Cd 
dated P th cheques post-
This real is renegated

^n 'viU man be resuscitated 
A^dmi\W1^domreiuvenatcd 
And all his limbs transplanted 
When Shafi man seize being sedated 
And stand on two feet erected?

When shall man limit his saliva, 
To the tests of milk and guava 
Car owner or his driver
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Rita Marley
Mariam Makeba (Mama Africa), 
herself leading the pack of Yvonne 
Chaka Chaka, Osibisa, Hugh 
Masekala and Sarafina. Maverick 
Manu Dibango and Salit Keita were 
to represent French Africa and from 
the United States African-American 
raves of the moment: Michael 
Jackson; MC Hammer; UB 40; 
Aswald; Commodores; Prince; The 
Boys; Kool and the Gang were on the 
list. The event was to be beamed live 
across the world to over two billion 
people via satellite with Botswana 
Television covering the African 
region. All local stations needed do 
to be part of the whole show was to 
Citizen, December 9, 1991

Children of Africa concert

The sister of all flops
Expected to be a bang, the Children of Africa Concert 

held in Lagos last week turned out to be a mere whimper

1 he advertisers touted it as the 
l| biggest show in Africa. And 
Q why not? Renowned artistes 

from across the continent and the 
diaspora were billed for the show. 
Expected from South Africa was

der the signature tune of Children of 
Africa. The attempt was a disap­
pointment. Even with a conductor, 
the keys were out of place.

Then came in Melba Moore. Pe­
tite. Her piercing voice and good 
footwork sent people reeling. Roy 
Ayers came next. His was good jazz. 
The piano juxtaposed the heavy 
drum beats as he cooled. Somehow, 
the audience was not ready for his 
kind of music.

Oliver d'Coque, everybody 
could see was in a hurry. His Funny, 
Funny Identity ended in less than 
two minutes and People's Club of 
Nigeria, a song that runs for thirty 
minutes, did not have more than 
three minutes play. In his flowing 
agbada, the audience was simply 
dumb struck tvhen he left.

It was Sunny Okosuns who let 
the cat out of the bag. Unabashedly, 
he told theaudience that he hasbeen 
allowed only ten minutes to play 
"but na lie them talk. Me I go play pass 
dat one." The audience egged him 
on. "Show them" they echoed.

The Makossa king, Manu Di­
bango was inspiring. Bald headed 
and bespectacled, his mastery of the 
trumpet got people to the floor, both 
in the instrumental piece and in 
Wake Up Africa as well as Bolingo 
City. His voice simply boomed, re­
verberating the entire space. The 
four dancers with him also gave a 
good account of themselves. There 
was no resisting the urge to join.

The highly discofied reggae 
number 96 Degrees Inclusive intro­
duced Third World at about 4 am. 
The performance was electrifying, 
as they switched from Serious Busi­
ness, Try Jah Love, Feeling So Aire to 
Jah Children Are Moving On and 
Lagos Jump.

The second day began on a rather 
sour note. Billed to open at 3 pm, the 
few fee-paying audience had trick­
led in and seated on time. Nothing 
was to happen until four and a half 
hours later when "Dr. Paul" from 
Kingston, Jamaica, took the stage by 
storm with his rub-a-dub reggae. A 
rap master, he was thrilling.

hook up. Everything from accom­
modation, health to transportation 
of the artistes was taken care of.

The George Leither Stage 
shipped in from Brussels was mas­
sive. It came complete with gridi- 

ron, lighting con­
soles and other ap- 
peturances of a 
standing stage. The 
sound system, too, 
which took a better 
part of the stage, 
gave out sounds at 
thousands of mega 
watts. Opposite, a 
rig was mounted 
which gave televi­
sion cameramen 
unhindered view of 
the stage and the 
performers.

The show 
opened abruptly 
with the light flick­
ering on and off in 
different colours 

------------------- dazzling the sparse
audience. The 

sound when it came, got everybody 
to his feet. There was no denying it. 
A professional group was at work: 
Kool and the Gang! As they moved 
from Get Down On It, Fresh, Ladies 
Night to Celebration," the audience 
yelled for more. Diminutive Robert 
"Kool" Bell (the leader) thrilled with 
his guitar. Others simply mesmer­
ised as they danced away. Applause 
for them was deafening as they held 
hands in a curtain call.

The Nigerian All Stars for Chil­
dren of Africa,should not have both­
ered to come in at all. Made up of 
Nigerian musicians, actors and 
singers, they were supposed to ren-
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undisclosed reasons, did not make 
the concert. Yvonne Chaka Chaka,

■

ARTS
who was in town was not available. 
So was Mariam Makeba...

There was no performance on 
the first advertised day of the con­
cert, Friday 29th November. And no 
official explanation was given.

But by far the greatest mistake of 
the organisers was the high gate fees 
of 500, 300, and 200 Naira charged
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The entry of Shaba Ranks saved 

the day. In full red robe with cap to 
match, he looked every inch a priest. 
And he took his time. In his baritone 
voice, he would jump and hop to the 
drum beat at one time and at the 
other simply stand where he is rap­
ping, the microphone a constant 
companion. The appearance of his 
partner, an elegant lady in white 
dress marked the ’ 
performance.

Tar Ukoh, M 
Wilson, Blakky, 
Alex Zitto, and 
Orits Williki 
were later to sing 
the reggae ver­
sion of Children 
of Africa an­
them. Infused 
with rap ably 
handled by 
Blakky — with 
solos from the 
others, the result 
was quite good.

Other Nige­
rian musicians 
followed: Tar 
Ukoh with his 
usual Mambisa «
beat; Mike Okri, the rhumbaman; 
Daniel Wilson the raggamuffin; 
Blakky, the Nigerian rap king; Alex 
Zitto, the wallakolomboman; Orits 
Williki, Onyeka Onwenu and Shina 
Peters.

rpzjfx ita Marley, wife of reggae 
maestro. Bob Marley, fol- 

U U lowed Onwenu and Peters. 
With her trademark hat, and raised 
hand in the black power salute, she 
brought alive the legend's hit tunes. 
Before long, the floor was filled with 
gyrating bodies. Her original tunes 
also caught on with the audience. It 
showed a woman abundantly tal­
ented. People never wanted her to 
leave the stage.

Veteran Hugh Masekela, shep­
herding the South African group, 
kept up the pace. On trumpet, he was 
an enigma. The female dancers, that 
came on i ” ’* ’ *_.v
odd years bracing about as teenag-

host to less than 
5,000 people, 
many of .whom 
were non-fee 
paying.

Ironically, 
the artistes 
themselves 
were full of 
praises for the 
initiative of the 
organ i sers. 
While acknowl­
edging that the 
logistics was not 
smooth, Paris­
based Manu 

Dibango (top) and lhc Cildrcn of Africa project president: Ka!u ^thaMhe 

event took place at all. "It is a good 
thing" he said. "This will make the 
world learn more about African and 
Nigerian artistes." The super star 
who though t he was in New York on 
arrival because of the glitter at the 
airport said his coming alone is 
enough contribution to the Children 
of Africa, and was excited at the 
reception of his music.

Third World, Commodores, 
Shabba Ranks and other artistes 
expressed similar sentiments. "We 
are glad to be part of this event" 
enthused Hugh Masekala,speaking 
for the South African group.

But Rita Marley saw the whole 
event differently. "It was not real," 
she remarked of the well fed, well 
dressed children and the sheer gran­
deur she saw at the stadium.

Surely, ripples of the Children of 
Africa concert will continue for a 
long time to come.

By Oji Onoko

Citizen, December 9, 1991

the audience. They brought home 
the horrors of apartheid which only 
the sufferers could recapture as they 
did.People sympathised with them. 
The audience danced with Bayete; 
sang with Sarafina; joggled with 
Black Mambazo; dug it out with 
Roots and joined James Mange and 
Malthune in stomping out apart­
heid.

By 6 am, Monday, people were 
still dancing Osibisa's oldie, Fire 
Will Bum You. That was day two.

The deflation began when most 
of the advertised artistes did not 
show up: the Jacksons, Colour Me 
Badd; Natalie Cole; Eddy Grant; 
Caron Wheeler; Barry White... Even 
Nigerian based Fela Anikulapo- 
Kuti who had earlier collected his 11 
thousand dollar sign-off fee, dis­
tanced himself from the venue of the 

with him defied their forty performance. Sunny Ade, also, for

ers. The solo acts brought tears from
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country in 1988 when they finished

and in 1989 when they won the

shadows of their former selves. At

Cup

un­

hearts of most soccer fans in the BCC Lions 'players
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Cup, are concerned.
At the beginning of this season.

the club was in a throes of financial 
to

SPORTS —
1991 football season

Losers all the way
Five dubs who represented the country in 

international soccer championships raised much hopes, 
but ended up all round losers

dubs were carrying the country's 
banner to international competi­
tions. At the sub-regional level, two 
clubs. Ranchers Bees of Kaduna, a 
professional league division one 
dub, and the Makurdi based profes- however the 
sional league division two club, Lobi architect of 
Bank, campaigned for the WAFU their own 
cup. At the continental level,Nigeria early defeat. In 
presented another two clubs for Cup the true tradi- 
Winners Cup. They are defending tion of Nige- 
champions, BCC Lions and 1990 FA rian sports, the 
Cup champions, Stationery Stores of dub's FA cup 
Lagos. Iwuanyanwu Nationale also victory at the 
entered for the Champions Cup for end of 1990 
the fourth time. gave the man-

Dreams of victory crashed to agement and 
ashes and disappointment ruled the the players a 
hearts of most soccer fans in the false sense of

y all account, the year 1991 is country when the last musketeers, 
Ik not a fruitful one for dubs BCC lions of Gboko on whom so 
1^'who represented Nigeria in much hopes were placed, lost the 
sub-regional and continental foot- Mandela cup they won Lw; 7— — 
* ” - - - - on No- in the quarter-finals of WAFU cup

the competitor's creed of that vember 30, thereby joining the other 
legendary coach of the Green Bay four dubs who had earlier crashed 
Packers and Washington Red Skins, out in their various competitions.
Vince Lombardi, who said that The dirge of defeat in the race for the most outstanding clubs in the 
"winning isn't everything, it is the 1991 African top soccer prizes was country in 1988 when they finished 
only thing", then 1991 soccer season first sounded in the Stationery Stores runners-upin the cup* Winners Cup, 
might simply be described as ad ven- of Lagos' camp. After so much and in 1989 when they won the 
ture in futility as far as the efforts of hyped publidty, Stationery Stores WAFU cup, were in 1991 a pitiable 
our dubs in the West African Foot- went into the Cup Winners Cup giv- sb.adc’.vc of them former selves. At 
ball Union (WAFU) cup, the Cham- ing a strong impression that they the start of this year football season, 
pions Cup and the Cup Winners were one of the top contender for the the dub vme m ? throes of fir.sr.c’ *’ 

championship. But it turned out that and managerial crisis. Owing 
they were the least prepared for the some far-reaching misunderstand- 

the horizon was full of hopes and the tough rivalry 
teeming fans of football faithfuls for the Man- 
were dreaming big that Nigeria dela 
would dance and toast to at least one when a rela- 
major trophy by the end of the sea- lively 
son. The bright hopes and dreams known club 
were based on the fact that five top from Gabon, 

Shell FC elimi­
nated them in 
thefirstround.

Stationery 
Stores were

security. They were lost in the eu­
phoria of FA cup victory and little 
was done to prepare the team for the 
rough terrain of the continental 
championship. The calibre of play­

 ers who could have helped the dub
to victory were not recruited and the 
chief coach, Augustine Ofokwu, was 
later to reveal that he was not given 
free hand to prepare the players for 
the continental competition.

But if inadequate preparation 
accounted for Stationery Stores' 
poor performance in this year's 

last year to Mandela Cup, Ranchers Bees' defeat 
ball competitions. And if one should Power Dynamos of Zambia *’ “ 11 ~ ~ ,Ar CTT
use ‘ * * ............................. . by Okwahu United of Ghana was 

due to more serious problems. 
Ranchers Bees, who rated as one of
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leg in Cote d'Ivoire, the Nigeriai

was only the die hard partisan fans 
who believed that the dub would 
over come all the daunting internal 
problems and win the WAFU cup 
for the second time. It was not a big 
surprise therefore when Okwahu 
United of Ghana eliminated them 
on 4-2 goal aggregate.

Lobi Bank who caught their teeth 
in international football competi­
tion this year as Nigeria's second 
representative in the VVAFU cup 
also lost out at a very crucial stage — 
final. Lobi Bank came into the sub­
regional competition smoking with 
ambitious fury to win the cup on 
first attempt. What they lacked in 
experience they made up for in hard 
work and determination and they 
chalked up impressive victories to

ing with some members of the man­
agement, Alhaji Mohammed 
Muktar Aniwa, the club owner, 
stopped advancing money for the 
running of the club.

Key players who had made the 
dub tick in 1987,1988 and 1989 foot­
ball seasons promptly dumped 
Ranchers Bees for prosperous career 
opportunity either in other clubs 
within the country or the more lu­
crative professional football with 
some European dubs. Therefore, it

make it to the final.
But as fate would have it, the 

youthful Makurdi boys were 
pitched against one of the most ex­
perienced clubs in the continent, 
Africa Sports National of Cote 
d'Ivoire in the final. Lobi Bank al­
lowed psychological fright to take 
the better part of them in the first leg 
final in Makurdi and were only able 
to manage a slim lone goal victory 
against Africa Sports. In the return 
locr in nkn

played an in­
spired game but 
could not stop 
the Ivoriens 
from snatching 
the WAFU tro­
phy after a 2-1 
victory.

As far as 1991 
continental foot­
ball season is 
concerned, what 
could be de­
scribed as the 
biggest damper 
to the spirit of 
the game's fol­
lowers in Nige­
ria was Iwuan- 
yanwu Nation­
ale's defeat in 
the semi-final of 
Champions Cup 

Competition which Ni- " 
gerian dubs have been 
chasing unsuccessfully 
since it began in 1965. 
Nationale, who had par- 
tidpated unsuccessfully 
in previous three edi­
tions of the champion­
ship, began their fourth 
attempt at the beginning 
of 1991 football season 
with so much noise 
about their preparation 
and' determination to 
win the cup. But it 
turned out that the Ow- 
erri-based outfit had not 
done* what it was re­
quired to win. After a . 
scrappy journey to the

1
_________________ SPORTS

semi-final, Nationale met their Wa­
terloo when they were to con test for 
a place in the final against 
Nakivaubo Villa of Uganda. Villa, 
with an uncomfortable 3-2 first leg 
victory, came to Owerri and shat­
tered Nationale's pride and cup 
drcam with 2-1 defeat.

Analysts attributed Nationale's 
fourth time Champions Cup defeat 
to the high degree of indisdpline 
among the players, constant change 
of coaches, and crisis of confidence 
between the players and manage­
ment. Nationale who lured big 
names and so-called star players in 
Nigeria soccer scene from other 
clubs with irresistible salaries and 
sign-on fees at the beginning of 1991 
soccer season, became prisoners to 
the whims and caprices of these 
players. They broke camp rules at 
will and showed glaring lack of 
commitment to the club's cause.

The last dub to lose out in this 
year's continental championship, 
BCC Lions, ironically happened to 
be the most impressive and consis­
tent as far as international football 
competitions are concerned. But 
tactical errors cost them the Man­
dela trophy when they met Power 
Dynamos of Zambia in the first leg 
final in Lagos. Parading a porous 
defence and a suspect goalie, they 
won the first leg 3-2, only to lose 1-3

_____________ -^..k . .j|

Ogbe: Lobi Bank coach

Citizen, December 9, 1991
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Tennis
Davis for Noah’s team

The French waited for 59 years before taking home 
world's tennis championship, the Davis cup

now retired Yannik Noah. He has 
been their idol since winning the 
French open in 1983.

And what a sweet revenge it 
was. The French avenged their 1983 
0-3 defeat to US by winning this one 
3-1. The margin may not be the true 
reflection of the match. In the first of 
the expected four singles, flamboy- 

* ant American Andre 
Agassi trounced 
French number one, 
Guy Forget 3-1. The 
French only came 
back after a terrific 
performance by the 
erratic Henri Le­
conte, who beat 
Grand Slam Cup 
winner Pete Sam­
pras. In the Doubles,

the presence of ar-

Pete Sampras of US after the defeat

Citizen, December 9, 1991

nzoor fifty-nine years they 
|In waited. They came dose in 
B 1983 when they played in the 
final against the United States. This 
year, before an emotionally charged 
fans cheering them, France took the 
1991 Davis cup, the prestigious Ten­
nis competition for countries. For 
this, the French owe a lotof thanks to

2
V’

in the return leg in Lusaka, Zambia. 
So if winning or getting the gold or 
the top prize is what really matter in 
sports as Vince Lombardi said, then 
1991 isabad year for Nigerian dubs. 
But for those dubs who learn from 
past mistakes, 1991 failures may 
however serve them in good stead 
when next they have the chance to 
represent the country in interna­
tional championships.

By Joe Olajuwon

and the Davis cup, Tennis World 
cup. The Germans, winners in 1988 
and 1989 won on the strength of 
only two players, Boris Becker and 
Carl Uwe Stieve. The U.S. won last 
year over Australia.

By Rabiu Barde

X --

singles, Guy Parget's trashing of 
Pete Sampras 7-6,3-6,6-3,6-4, made 
nonsense of the result of the second 
match between Agassi and Leconte.

France win is just like an upset. 
The U.S as defending champions 
were expected to come out winners 
after a hard fight from the French. 
But that is not Davis cup. The U.S 
which can produce three different 
teams that the French may find 
stronger than the one that lost to 
them, did not actually have a strong 
team. Pete Sampras was making his 
debut and therefore a suspect in a 
competition that brings out an in­
credible determination from play­
ers. Forget and Leconte are both 
veterans of this kind of war. And 
with a specially laid synthetic court 
at the Lyon sports centre and the un­
Tennis cheering of about 10,000 
spectators, the U.S. couldn't stand 
the heat.

Much of the reason for the 
French success goes to Yannik 
Noah, the non-playing captain 
whose painstaking and sound selec­
tion enabled Henri Leconte, even 

The Americans were though not rated in the world top 
favoured to win, hundred, to pick up the other 
mainly because of singles slot. The U.S who had won 
the presence of ar- the competition on 29 occasions (the 
guably the most sue- world record) must be regretting for

i cessful Doubles not knowing the difference between 
players in the world, the usual Grand Slam competitions 
Ken Flack and * ’ T ,J
Robert Seguso. But 

i Forget and Leconte 
yet again played a 
tennis that could 

__ J have beaten any 
team. In the reverse
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Muddle e
T^he East was never1 stood -by the WC" CT’ 

^sterner evcn

yes, no’, no', indeed, disaster
•• ‘er it Was for the planners and

against whom they planned ”r°Ker - - •
mm await ▼y'triVu.u-_, ( emc, » uic.

as well look at some ofXmudd?e
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also a child of genealogy, or is it?

I is. And that’s why he had to Wait, TAIL PIECE ---- There are __Today
thisloffig. more ways to kill a cat than choking to givc I'00,3 1 like

it with cream. make you fee ..
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At New Africa, we are 

concerned with promoting and 
meeting the priority needs of the

Nigerian economy. Why not 
come over and join those who keep 
smiling all the way to our bank?

^LISTEN
to your dreams, your needs and 
your problems

cc 
CT a: 
Q c ■

^ADVISE
you on the best financial decisions I
to make And we give you ideas to I
promote yoursmall-scale businesses.
fertilize your agricultural projects
and expand your export business

we SUPPORT
you with loans and specialized 
strategies created to raise your 
profit level in all spheres of 
business

NEW

NEW AFRICA MERCHANT BANK LIMITED
We've got the priorities right

Httd O"’Ct 4 Wa” Road Kaduna Tai 062 2’3276 2’3388 Fa* 216288 Tew* 7’684 NEWAFR NG 
<ayoa Offic* '9A Glow Street Viclona island laflo* PO Bo* 74’39 ’em* 222’5 NEWAFR NG

Tel 0’ 6’34’7 6'2369, 6”57’ 6”562.fa* 6’8363 NEWAFRICA RC 84254



0

J n 
r. t •

ABG, 

-.-s-

. s>:ro

ABG Group 'X> z • •4 r » *>^*»*<


