TUESDAY,FEBRUARY 16,2010 RABI'U AWAL2,1431 AH.

Business Politics

~Yorkers of Bank PHB Governor Shinkafi of Zam-
say their salaries have fara State has rejected the res-
been slashed by 35 per ignation of his commissioner
cent of Water Resources 5 v

TRUST IS A BURDEN

Digest

Anxiety drugs like Valium
are addictive in thesp e
way as heroin, warn scien-
tists

www.dailytrust.com VOL. 23 No 67 N150

Jonathan bans
solidarity visits,

Ogbulafor can'tsee Yar'adua

Jos Hausa community.

Ajibola panel

| From Andrew Agbese & Bola Ajibola-led Judicial
m  Ahmed Mohammed, Jos Panel ofinquiry that inves-
[ tigated the 2008 Jos crisis

% THE contents ofdie report to the Plateau State Gov-

W submitted by the Prince ernment

Oando

has vindicated

its earlier stance that the The 339 page reporthad
panel was only set up to indicted the Hausa Fulani
do a hatchet job, the Hausa ~ community in Jos for the
Community in Jos said yes- 2008 crisis while exoner-
terday. ating the state governor,

Jonah Jang of complicity
in the crisis. Spokesman of
the Hausa Fulani commu-
nity in Jos Alhaji Sani Mudi
stated this yesterday when

vindicates us

he visited Daily Trust Jos
office to reactto the report,
He said, “We were not
surprised when the report
Continued on page 5
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STUDENTS of Al Manar International College, Kaduna at a public lecture organized by the
school to educate Muslim youth on Islam’'s stance towards Valentine's Day in Kaduna on Satur-
day. In our caption to this photo yesterday, both of which were sourced from NAN, the wrong
impression was created that the lecture was tocelebrate Valentine's Day. We regret the error.

ACFwants NDDC
funds released

From Muhammad Bello, Port
Harcourt

THE South-south Coordina-
tor of the Arewa Consultative
Forum (ACF) Alhaji Musa Saidu,
has appealed to Acting President
Goodluck Jonathan to release the
N1.3 trillion due to the Niger
Delta Development Commis-
sion (NDDC).

The delay in the release ofthe

money which is abacklog ofstat-
utory allocations to the commis-
sion dating back to the admin-
istration of Olusegun Obasanjo,
has been debated by various
interest groups in the region.

In this years budget, oil pro-
ducing states are expected to
receive an additional* N364.71
billion from the federation
account, increasing the Federal
Governments allocation to the

Niger Delta to N 1.824 trillion.
Alhaji Saidu said the commis-
sion needed the money to execute
projects in the region, and to cre-
ate jobs for unemployed youths in
the region, saying the Federal Gov-
ernmentshould effectits release to
consolidate on the progress made
so far in implementing the post
amnesty programme.

“This is not the time to play
politics. We are talking about

millions of people in villages and
communities whose lives will
be affected one way or the other
through projects, training, and
empowerment. This is the time
to take concrete steps to really
address the Niger Delta crisis.
It does not make sense for the
Federal Government to continue
withholding the money, despite
appeals from majority of Nigeri-
ans,” he said.*

Buhari's exit will not affect our victory in 2011-Shekarau Group

From Ahmed Mohammed and
Mahmud Lalo, Jos

THE Exit of former Head of
State General Muhammadu
Buhari from- the AIll Nigeria
Peoples Party (ANPP) will not
affect the victory of Governor
Ibrahim Shekarau in 2011.

Fdo State varsity stucdents protest overa

National Coordinator of
Shekarau Exemplary Leader-
ship 2011, Alhaji Hassan lIsa
Mai Madara, said this yester-
day when he visited Daily Trust
office in Jos

“We feel his absence seri-
ously, but he left ANPP
alone,just as he registered alone

and the party remains intact.
We are committed to getting
the support of Nigerians in our
bid to ensure that our candi-
date, Mallam Ibrahim Sjhekarau
wins the presidential election
in 2011,” he said.

Alhaji Hassan said it was
the ruling People’s Democratic

Party that was doing every-
thing within its powers to crip-
ple opposition parties in the
country. He said the ANPP had
alotofsupporters. The coordi-
nator accused the PDP of bad
governance, saying it had left a
majority of Nigerians in abject
poverty.

leged hike Intuition

From Vincent Egunyanga, Benin

STUDENT of the state-owned Ambrose Alii
University University (AAU) yesterday pro-
tested over the alleged increase in school fees
by the university management. It was gath-
ered that the tuition fees was increased from
N26.000 to N76,000 for regular students and
the fees for part-time students was increased
from N30,000 to N 100,000. Sources at the uni-
versity, said the protest began at about 9am
yesterday morning by mainly part-time stu-

dents before regular students joined in. They
said a girl whose identity could not be imme-
diately ascertained was shot in the leg during
the protest.

It was however gathered that the protest-
ing students allegedly damaged vehicles and
property belonging to some staffofthe institu-
tion. People travelling along the Benin-Auchi-
Abuja express road were stranded as the stu-
dents blocked the road. A top police officers
who was among those assigned to quell the
riottold our correspondent on phone that the

protest was hijacked by cultists and hoodlums
who fired several shots. He said the police were
warned not to shoot at the students, but to con-
tain the protest. Commenting on the protest,
the Edo State Commissioner for Education,
Dr. Ngozi Osarenren, said it was the part-time
students who started it. While denying that
the university management had increased the
school fees, Dr. Osarenren however confirmed
that the university Governing Council met last
week and that one of the issues considered at
the meeting was school fees.

mmmpme

Judicial
WOrkers
resume
suspended
strike In Ogun

THE Ogun State branch of the
Judiciary Staff Union of Nigeria
(JUSUN) has resumed the strike
it suspended on Nov. 23.The
workers suspended the strike,
following an agreement between
them and the State Government
to startimplementing the new sal-
ary structure for workers as from
January.When newsmen visited
courts in Abeokuta yesterday,
both the Magistrate and states
High Courts atthe Isabo areawere
Under lock and key.

Onlymembers 0f JUSUNSs task-
force were seen outside the gates
with canes to ensure strict compli-
ance with the strike order.

Prince Adesina Adesanya, the
State Chairman of the union, told
newsmen that the workers had
resumed the strike because the State
Government had failed to imple-
ment the new salary structure as
agreed. Adesanya alleged that gov-
ernment representatives at various
meetings held with the union had
not been sincere.

The chairman, who described
the strike as successful, said they
were ready to sustain it until the
government decide to, implement
the new salary structure.

“The state government has
implemented anew salary structure
for teachers ai\d health workers.

“Why should our own be differ-
ent?” Adesanya asked. (NAN)

Oyo legislators
want Deputy
Speaker sacked

From Femi Akinola, Lagos

A group of legislators in the Oyo
State House of Assembly want the
Deputy Speaker, Jelili Adeleke
removed, alleging that he cannot
express himself in English lan-
guage. The legislators also alleged
that Adeleke was imposed on
them by Governor Alao Akala,
saying that his continued stay in
the office was bad for the image
of the state Assembly.

A member of the Assembly
who did not want his name men-
tioned told our correspondent
that the Deputy Speaker was defi-
cient in many areas.

“Oyo State House of Assem-
bly isrotten because the governor
has succeeded in making itso The
House is not independent ot the
executive and hardly can we ike
a decision in the Assembly with-
out Governor Akalas approval,”
the lawmaker said. At the vtate
House of Assembly, an aide ' 'he
Deputy Speaker who attended to
our reporter said his boss wwuld
not grantany interview.
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By Idris Ahmed

BRIBE-TAKING by officials
of Ministries, Department and
Agencies (MDAs) stalls the
implementation of budgets in
Nigeria, Director General ofthe
Bureau for Public Procurement
(BPP) Engr. Emeka Eze has said.

Engr. Eze said this yesterday
in Abuja at the opening ofatwo-
day workshop on “Strengthen-
ing Budget Implementation for
Eghanced Project Execution and
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Service Delivery” organised by
the Budget Office ofthe Ministry
of Finance.

He said rather than blaming
lack of capacity to implement
annual budget, MDAs should be
held responsible for lack of integ-
rity and transparency in awarding
contracts.

He said ministries award con-
tractto favoured contractors even
ifthey fail to meet the necessary
qualifications.

“The law requires that eve-

ryone .gets equal right to bid for
contract. Contractors are made
to pay N5 million to process con-
tract files and sometimes when
contract are approved, the con-
tractors are not aware ofit,” Engr.
Eze said. \

He said contractors’ files stay
up to four months in a particular
office until they come to “push the
file”, which he means paying offi-
cials of ministries bribe.

In the year 2009, according to
him, 602 contracts received a no

Jonathan bans congratulatory

adverts, solidar

By Mohammed S. Shehu

ACTING President Good-
luck Jonathan yesterday asked
Nigerians to stop placing
congratulatory adverts in the
media over his assumption of
office as Acting President.

He has similarly placed
another ban on solidarity visits
to the Presidential Villa, Abuja
by politicians and his support-
ers who have recently turned
the State House into a Mecca
ofsorts.

A statement from the Sen-
ior Special Assistant to the
Vice President on Media and
Publicity Mr. Ima Niboro said
the decision was to enable the
acting President focus on the
challenges ofhis new office.

Justifying the decisions, the

Ity visits

Acting President explained
that the “nation is at a critical
juncture where we must begin
to focus on solutions to the
daunting challenges that con-
frontus”

However, he welcomed sug-
gestions that could help him
accelerate the pace of national
development. According
to the statement, Jonathan
“described as invaluable, the
wise counsel and suggestions
of Nigerians from all walks of
life on moving the nation for-
ward”

Jonathan restated the com-
mitment of the administra-
tion to secure Nigerias path to
greatness and guarantee our
place among the great nations
of the world in the shortest
possible time.

... meets with economic team

By Mohammed S. Shehu

ACTING President Goodluck
Jonathan yesterday met with
members of the economic
team at the Presidential Villa,
Abuja, to review the state of
the economy and fashion out
modalities on how to design
the Federal Governmentseco-
nomic policies.

Speaking with journalists
shortly after the meeting with
the National Economic Man-
agement Team (NEMT), Min-
ister of State for Petroleum,
Mr Odein Ajumogobia, said
the proposed deregulation of
the downstream sector of the
petroleum industry remains
on course.

The meeting, presided over
by Jonathan, was also attended
by members of the economic
team and the Presidential
Committee on Deregulation,
as well as labour representa-
tives.

Ajumogobia said the meet-
ing updated the Acting Presi-
dent on the deregulation pro-
gramme, and it was resolved
that the initiative must con-
tinue.

He, however, clarified thata

targetdate forcommencement
had notbeen decided yet.

Also speaking, Minister of
mFinance Dr Mansur Muhtar
said the Acting President had
agreed to meet with represent-
ativesoflabourto reachacon-
sensus on its implementation.

Muhtar said the meeting
also discussed the legal dimen-
sion to the deduction that had
been made in the past.

The economic team
includes Minister of National
Planning Commission Sham-
suddeen Usman, Minister
of Power Rilwanu Babalola,
Minister of State for Finance
Remi Babalola, Chief Eco-
nomic Adviser to the Presi-
dent Taminu Yakubu, and
Deputy Governor (Economic
Policy) of the Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) Sarah Alade
among other top government
functionaries.

President Umaru Yaradua
reconstituted the NEMT last
year to design and execute
the Federal Governments
economic policies as well as
support the work of the Presir
dential Steering Committee
on Global Economic Crisis
(PSCGEC).
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Bribe taking stalls budget
Implementation

objection from the BPP office and
562 ofthem certified, 36 on await-
ing list while 10 was rejected.

He said less than 300 of these
contracts are processed.to the Fed-
eral Executive Council and that the
cost of executing the entire con-
tracts runs into N 1.94 trillion.

He said there, isa cycle ofblame
involving the National Assemblies,
Ministries, contractors and the
BBP for budget failure.

“A lot of people struggle for
money they dont know what to

do with. Many of us ask money
that we don't really need. We have
capacity to implement budget,
what we don't have is integrity,”
he said.

He said ifall the approved budg-
etsinthe countryhavebeenimple-
mented, the country would have
been better than it is presently.

The Minister ofFinance Mansur
Muhtar said the 2009 budget was
implemented to the tune of 60.59
percent. About 45 percent of the
2008 budget was implemented.

Rep insists Jang had a hand in Jos crisis

By Suleiman M Bisalla

REP Samaila Mohammed (ANPP,
Jos North/Bassa Fedral Constitu-
ency) has described the report of
the Justice Bola Ajibola Commis-
sion of Inquiry into the Novem-
ber 2008 crisis in Jos as a worth-
lessdocument because it was never
intended to get to the root of the
crisis, let alone proffer sustainable
solutions.

Speaking to Daily Trust yester-
day, Mohammed said he and oth-
ersare currently atthe Federal High
Courtin Joschallenging the legality
of the commission because of the
alleged involvement of the state
government and Governor Jonah
David Jang who set up the com-
mission.

“We went to the Federal High
Court to challenge the legality of
the Bola Ajibola Commission of
Inquiry and one of our reliefs is

that the report must not be submit-
ted to the state government and the
state government must not receive
the report,” he said, adding that
the Plateau State Attorney General
and Commissioner of Justice who
is expected to work on the report
is also a party in the suit before the
Federal High Court.

“Ifthey have respect for the rule
oflaw and fairness, they would have
discontinued the commission. We
said thatthe governorisimplicated
and therefore he will never be fair to
us,” the lawmaker said.

The Ajibola report, which Daily
Trustlaid handson, indicted scores
ofleaders ofthe Muslim community
in Jos including Rep. Muhammed,
former Minister of State for Infor-
mation Dasuki Ibrahim Nakande,
former Deputy Senate President
Ibrahim Mantu, Alhaji Sale Has-
san, and Alhaji Danladi Pasali of
having directly or remotely caused

the crisis in Jos.

It, however, exonerated Gover-
nor Jang and the state government
of any wrong doing in the unrest
which was sparked offby the con-
troversial local government elec-
tions.

This is even as the report noted,
governments disregard for a secu-
rity advice against holding the con-
troversial November 2008 elec-
tions thatiswidely believed to have
sparked offthe violence.

But Rep Mohammed insisted
that Governor Jang has a hand in
the 2008 crisis as well as the recent
one that claimed hundreds of lives
and property worth billions of
naira.

He said he was not surprised at
the recommendations ofthe com-
mission as it is exactly what it was
set up to achieve and meant to
divert attention from the “criminal
issues at stake.”
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PIC: AFOLABI SOTUNDE

SPEAKER, House of Representatives Oimeji Bankole (left) with the Minister of Health Prof. Babatunde Osotimehin at the launch of Patients'
Feedback Platform in Abuja yesterday.

Lawyerwants court to declare Yar'adua
dead, resigned or incapacitated

By Alika Balal

A legal practitioner Barrister
Peremobowei G. Okele has insti-
tuted a suit at an Abuja Federal
High Court asking that President
Umaru Musa Yaadua who has
been abroad on medical treat-
ment since November last year
be declared dead, incapacitated
or has resigned from office.

His counsel Doueyi Fideri-
kumo, is seeking a court decla-
ration that the absence of Presi-

dent Yaradua from Nigeria and
the consequent abandoning of
his functions as President from
November 23 2009 constitute
death, resignation or permanent
incapacity within the meaning of
section 146( 1) ofthe Constitution
ofthe Federal Republic ofNigeria,
1999. '

He is also seeking a declaration
thatby virtue ofthe death’or res-
ignation or permanent incapacity
ofthe 1st Defendant, the Office of
President of the Federal Republic

of Nigeria has become vacant
within the meaning of section
146(1) of the Constitution ofthe
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999.

He wants the court to declare
that by-these virtues the 2nd
Defendant (Dr. Goodluck
Jonathan) is the President of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria, as
contemplated by section 146(1)
ofthe Constitution ofthe Federal
Republic of Nigeria, 1999.

He is also asking the court
to give an order directing the

2nd Defendant to forthwith and
without further assurance begin
to exercise all executive powers
of the President of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria conferred by
section 5(1) ofthe Constitution of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria,
1999. Defendants in the suit are
President Umaru Musa Yaradua,
Dr. Goodluck Jonathan and the
Attorney General of the Federa-
tion.

Justice Adamu Bello has fixed
March 9 for hearing.

World Bank says Nigeria needs
strategy to spend $200b on climate

By Aisha Umar

WORLD Bank country Direc-
tor for Nigeria Onno Ruhl says
Nigeria needs home grown strat-
egy to be able to spend the $200
billion already available from
clean technology fund.

Speaking at the National Cli-
mate Change summit held yes-

terday in Abuja, Mr Ruhl said the
money cannot be spent because
the World Bank could not find
any project available.

He said he was delighted that
the minister of environment has
come up with home grown strat-
egy on climate change in Nigeria
because the focus tends to be on
money, if there is money we can

bridge the challenge, which is the
beliefofthe rest of the world but
not the case in Nigeria. We need
to haveaplan on how to spend the
money, otherwise the money will
not solve the problem.”

World Bank Regional Climate
Change Coordinator, Rafaello
Cervigni said climate change is a
threat to development, and world

assessment have been made on
25% children with malnourish-
ment, 1.4billion people in poverty,
1/6 without clean water and 1.6
billion without modern energy.

He said the current financing
foradoption and mitigation on cli-
mate change is $10 billion, which
is less that 5% of what may have
been needed by 2030.

Ministers face contempt charge tomorrow

ByMuideen Olaniyi

MEMBERS of the Federal Execu-
tive Council (FEC) are to face con-
tempt charge in the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT) Court tomorrow
for non compliance with Nigeria’
Constitution in the resolution they
passed on ailing President Umaru
Musa Yaradua.

The ChiefJudge of the Federal
High Court, Justice Dan Abutu,
had on January 25, given FEC 14
days to pass a resolution to deter-

mine the state of health of ailing
President Yaradua in line with Sec-
tion 144 ofthe 1999 Constitution.
Following this order, the FEC,
through the former Attorney
General and Minister of Justice,
Mr. Michael Aondoakaa, said that
Yaradua was fit to continue in
office with strong beliefthatamed-
ical treatment outside the country
did not constitute incapacity.
However, one of the lawyers
who was representing the plaintiffs
in the case, Chief Kayode Ajulo,

said the resolution of the FEC did
not meet the standard required by
law.

Speaking with journalists yes-
terday in Abuja, Ajulo said the con-
tempt suit would be filed because
during FECs meeting, the Courts
bailiffor Registrar was not present
as required in the Civil Process and
Sheriff Act.

He said the Court’s bailiffs
presence is to ensure that all the
necessary procedures as required
by law are followed, wondering

whether the last FEC resolution
was passed by two-third majority
of their members because of its
secrecy.

Ajulo stated that the continued
silence of President Yaradua over
the past 80 days tan be presumed
now that he (Yaradua) is in a state
of permanent incapacitation.

The defence counsels in the
case to be instituted against AGF,
Adetokunbo Kayode and the FEC
are Chief Bamidele Aturu and
ChiefKayode Ajulo.
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2011: INECto
display voters'
register in April

By Abbas Jimoh

DISTURBED by the lapses in the
voters’ register_noticed - during
the Anambra governorship elec-
tion , The Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC)
yesterday said itwould commence
nationwide display ofvoters’reg-
ister in all wards across the coun-
try from April to June 2010.

Chairman of the commission
Prof Maurice Iwu Said that the
exercise will be without preju-
dice to the display of voters’reg-
ister that will be carried out few
months to the elections as pre-
scribed by law, explaining that the
idea is to ensure that the hitches
experienced during the governor-
ship election in Anambra state
does not recur elsewhere.

Speaking at the post-Anam-
bra state governorship election
review meeting with key elec-
toral officers in Abuja, lwu said
that there is work still to be done
and there is no time to waste. He
said the lapses in the voters regis-
ter will be addressed without any
delay ahead of the 2010 general
elections.

“Consequent upon this com-
mitment, there will be a nation-
wide display of voters’ register
in all the wards in the country
from April to June 2010, for the
purpose ofcorrection and re vali-
dation ofauthentic names on the
voters’ roll,” he said, adding that
the exercise will be without preju-
dice to the display of voters’reg-
ister that will be carried out few
months to the elections as pre-
scribed by law.

US, Nigerian navy
begin search and
seizure training

By Misbahu Bashir who was in Lagos

THE United States Navy and its
Nigerian counterpart last weekend
commenced Visit, Board, Search
and Seizure (VBSS) training on how
best to tackle suspicious vessels.'m

The training which isbeing car-
ried out at the non restricted areas
ofthe Nigerian sea waters in Lagos
involved the US war ship Samuel B.
Robert (FFG58) and two Nigerian
war ships, NNS Wamba and NNS
Burutu.

Leader of the US naval VBSS
personnel ENS William Burk-
land explained that at the end of
the exercise the Nigerian trainees
would acquire new tactics on mari-
time boarding actions needed to
meet head-on with suspicious ves-
sels. The exercise will provide an
opportunity for expanding both
the US and the Nigerian naval
patrol officers’ knowledge on how
to tackle piracy and terrorism,
smuggling and searching suspi-
cious vessels.

Samuel B. Roberts which is
berthing in Nigerian waters will
depart middle ofthis week after the
completion ofthe VBSS exercise.
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KADUNA State PDP chairman Alhaji Ya'u Usman Jama'a (middle) receiving members of different political parties who defected to the party
at Dutsen-Wai village in Kubau Local Government Area of the state yesterday.

Govs deny backing
Jonathan over $2bn ECA

By Muideen Olaniyi

STATE governors yesterday said
sharing the $2 billion from the
Excess Crude Account (ECA) was
not the reason why they backed
the National Assembly resolution
to declare Goodluck Jonathan as
Acting President.

Chairman of Nigeria Gov-
ernors’ Forum and Governor of
Kwara State Dr Bukola Saraki
said media reports suggesting a
deal between the governors and
Jonathan were false, ill-informed,
and totally misleading.

He said the February 4 emer-
gency meeting of the NGF was

convened to deliberate on what
was becoming apolitical and con-
stitutional impasse, adding that
they had arole to play in resolv-
ing the situation. '

“For the avoidance of doubt,
we wish to state that Funds in
Excess Crude Account (ECA)
belong to the three tiers of Gov-
ernment: Federal, States, and
Local Governments.

Therefore, States would have
no special benefits or interests in
requesting that funds in the ECA
be disbursed since the three tiers
of government benefit collec-
tively from such disbursements,”
he said.

Reps commend Army's loyalty

to democracy

By Nasidi A Yahaya

THE House of Representa-
tives yesterday commended
the Nigerian Armed Forces for
their pledge to defend Nigerias
democracy. The Nigerian Army
made the pledge at the weekend
in Minna, the Niger State capital.

Chairman of the Committee
Rep Oluwole Oke said the Nige-
rian army deserves commen-
dation over their pledge which
they demonstrated throughout
the period of constitutional log-
jam occasioned by the continued
absence of President Umaru Musa
Yaradua from the country.

He said all through the proc-
esses that led to the emergence

Ogbulafor can't see Yaradua

Continued from page 1

ible last week when National
Assembly leaders paid him a
courtesy visit, had in the past
asked the party’s scribe to read
the text of the resolution of the
party’s National Working Com-
mittee (NWC) meetings because
ofhis health challenges.

Daily Trustlearnt that Ogbu-
lafors inability to go for the trip
over th”pasttwo months was due
to Yaradua’s continued absence
and the partys expectations that
he would soon return home.
However, one of Ogbulafors
aides, who was contacted yester-
day, denied any knowledge about
the chairmanswhereabouts at the
moment.

Meanwhile, the five member
House of Representatives delega-
tion that was also in Saudi Arabia

last week to see President Umaru
Musa Yaraduabut returned with-
out seeing the ailing leader will
present their report to the House
of Representatives today.

The House delegation
included Rep Baba Shehu Agaie
(PDP, Niger State), Rep Moham-
med Ali Ndume (ANPP, Borno
State), Rep Patrick Ikhariale (PDP,
Edo State), Rep Moruf Fatai (AC,
Lagos State), Rep Jibril Adamu
(PDP, Kaduna State) and Rep
Nnenna Ukeje (PDP, Abia State).

But Rep Nnenna Ukeje was
dropped shortly before their take
off.

Daily Trust learnt last night
that although the MPs were not
allowed to see the President, they
would submittheir ‘report’before
the House, details of which would
include their experiences there.

Our reporter also learnt that

the members didn't want to pre-
empt the content of their report,
hence their unwillingness to
speak to newsmen sitice their
return.

Accordingto asource, the del-
egation, which at first expressed
high optimism about meeting
the President to enable it deliver
the Houses message, eventually
got frustrated when the members
were not taken to see Yaradua
days after their arrival in Jeddah,
in spite ofthe assurances given by
the Nigerian Embassy.

It was on that basis that mem-
bers of the delegation resolved to
deliver the message to Yaradua’
wife, Hajia Turai, who has been in
Jeddah since her husbandshospi-
talisation.

According to a source, the
First Lady received the delega-
tion and expressed appreciation

of Goodluck Jonathan as Acting
President, the top hierarchy ofthe
Nigerian Armed Forces, includ-
ing Rear Chief Marshal Dike
expressed their strong commit-
ment for support and sustenance
of democracy at every public
forum.

Rep Oke said abill that would
provide for exemption of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces from
paying compulsory contribution
to Pension Fund monthly would
soon be introduced on the floor
ofthe chamber.

He also said another bill was
underway to provide packages
such as accommodation facilities
formembers ofthe Armed Forces
on retirement.

for the kind gesture on the part of
the House. i

The Saudi Arabian ambas-
sador to Nigeria Khalid Umar
Abdrabuh told Daily Trustyester-
day said his country had no hand
in the failure ofNigerian delegates
to meet with President Umaru
Yaradua, who has been receiving
treatment in Saudi Arabia since
November last year.

Speaking atthe Saudi embassy
in Abuja, he said the Saudiauthor-
ities does not in any way interfere
with who should see the president
or who should not be allowed to
see him.

He said, “The authority to
identify the visitor that could be
allowed to see Yaradua is vested
with the doctors and family
members attending to the presi-
dent and not the Saudi Arabian
authority”

Ajibola
panel
vindicates us

Continued from page 1

indicted our community over the
crises, because the panel acted
according to the wishes and aspi-
rations of the government, that
was the reason why we said we
will not participate in the panel.”

Alhaji Sani Mudi said the way
the report recommended that
government should balkanize the
state and acquire mainly Hausa
settlements in Jos for develop-
ment purposes clearly shows the
Plateau governments intention
to ethnically cleanse Jos of the
Hausa community in the name
ofdevelopment. He said it was no
coincidence that Governor Jang
has been saying lately that he will
implement the Jos Development
Master Plan.

Mudi said it was unfortunate
that a legal luminary of Bola Aji-
bolas standing will recbommend
segmenting agroup ofpeople and
barring them from enjoying social
amenities like hai happened in
Gaza and other parts ofthe world
where some people were denied
basic amenities because of their
religion.

According to him, “peace will
only return to Jos ifthe governor
and his cohorts carry everyone
along and change their thinking
of inciting the public through
provocative statements and start
being fair to all.”

Also speaking, Secretary of
the Ulama Elders Council Bar-
rister Lawal Ishaq said what Aji-
bola recommended was a slap in
the face pf the Judiciary because
the panel was aware that the peo-
ple indicted by it, such as former
Deputy Senate President Ibrahim
Mantu, Sheikh Sani Yahaya Jingir
and former Minister of State for
Information and Communica-
tions Ibrahim Dasuki Nakande
have gone to court to challenge
their invitation to appear before
the panel.

He said it is a slight on the
judiciary because both the panel
chairman and members were
dully served while Ajibola acted
without waiting for the decision
ofthe court over the matter and
went ahead and indicted them.

Efforts to get the reaction of
the Plateau State government
failed as the phone lines of both
Information Commissioner Gre-
gory Yenlong and the Special
Adviser on Media Dan Manjang
did notgo through when our cor-
respondent tried to reach them.

Theyhowevertold the BBC in
a report monitored by our corre-
spondents that the state govern-
ment is yet to release the report
of the panel and that seeing it on
the pages of newspapers was a
surprise to them. They intend to
investigate it, they said.

Manjang was quoted to have
said that the report has not been
deliberated on by the govern-
ment, hence it does not reflect
the position of the state govern-
ment on the matter, while Yenlong
said the state government would
investigate how the report leaked
to the press.
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name tags for accountability

By Sunday Williams

HEALTH workers in all Federal
Government tertiary hospitals
are to wear name tags to enable
patients report the quality of
service rendered them, Health
Minister Prof Babatunde Oso-
timehin has said.

The minister made the
remarks yesterday in Abuja
-47ring the formal launch of the
patient’s feedback platform sup-
ported by telecommunication

Jonathan to
chair ECOWAS
summit today

ByAishaUmar
ACTING Nigerian President
Gooluck Jonathan is to chair

todays summit of ECOWAS
Heads of State and Government
in Abuja.

Nigeria is to hand over to
another West African country or
continue with the chairmanship
which can only be decided today.

The summit was shifted
twice, first from December 21,
2009 and then January 18, 2010.
Some said the shift was caused
by President Umaru Yaradua’s
absence.

The Heads of State will con-
sider the report of the Council
of Ministers which took place in
November 2009 in Abuja as well
as the 2009 Annual Report ofthe
President of the ECOWAS Com-
mission.

Group calls for INEC
reorganization

By Frands Okeke &Muideen Olaniyi

A pressure group, the Anambra
Rebirth Coalition, yesterday urged
the Federal Government and the
National Assembly to restructure
the Independent National Electoral
Commission (INEC).

The group said the restructur-
ing is necessary if the nation must
move forward democratically.

Anambra State Coordinator
of the group, Ike Neliaku, said at
a press briefing in Abuja that the
inability of INEC to conduct com-
mendable gubernatorial election
in Anambra State on the February
6,2010 isan indication that Nige-
rians should expect an appalling
conduct by the electoral body in
2010.

He said INECS lapses in the
Anambra polls inexcusable and
warned that the present INEC may
notbe able to handle the 2011 gen-
eral election.

He called for the “public prose-
cution ofthe 230 persons”arrested
by the Nigeria Police for various
offences during the Anambra elec-
tion to serve as deterrent to others.

outfits, MTN and Globacom.

The system will enable
patients who visit any of the 52
FG hospitals and medical cen-
tres across the country to pro-
vide feedback on the quality of
services provided by the health-
care centres through text mas-
sages.

Osotimehin said healthcare
workers have the responsibili-
ties to render quality service and
most be held responsible in an
event of failure.

He warned doctors, nurses
and pharmacist against going
about as if they are doing
patients a favour.

The minister'said th*e plat-
form is commencing in the 52
federal hospitals but will soon be
extended to the states and local
government levels to make the
health workers accountable to
their actions.

He said the platform'which
is currently supported by MTN
and Globacom will in the next

few months be in all the net-
works to admit everybody irre-
spective of the network used.

He said the messages will be
delivered directly to the minis-
try, adding that it will be disag-
gregated according to hospi-
tals through a dedicated code
number.

“On a weekly, monthly and
quarterly meetings all these will
be collated and analyse so that
we can sitdown and talk to Chief
Executives Officers in our hos-

pitals to arrest issues that may
come up,” he said.

Earlier, Speaker of House of
Representatives Dimeji Bankole
commended MTN and Globa-
com for providing the service
and challenged them to enhance
the quality of their networks.

General Manager, Corporate
Services of MTN, Mrs Funmi
Omogbenigun, said the plat-
form will bring about account-
ability and improved healthcare
delivery in the country.

- PIC: NAN

SCENE ofan accident involving a passenger bus popularly known as'Molue'at lyana Isolo in Lagos yesterday.

UK trains 30 Nigerian tmeteorologists on air safety

By Shehu Abubakar

THIRTY Nigerian meteorologists
have started a five-day training
jointly organized by the Nigerian
Meteorological Agency (NIMET)
and the United Kingdom Mete-
orological Office for Aeronautical
Meteorological Agency forecast-
ers’in the country.

The meteorologists were drawn
from Port-Harcourt, Lagos, Kano
and Abuja airports.

Declaring the training open,
Director General of NIMET Dr

Anthony Anuforom said the train-
ing is part of the Federal Govern-
ments effort targeted at enhancing
safety and security at the nations’
airports.

He said as the first in the series
of trainings planned for Nigerian
Meteorologists, the Abuja training
which started yesterday is for those
working in Port-Harcourt, Kano
and Abujawhile adifferent one for
those in Lagoswill commence next
week in the Lagos centre.

Anuforom said NIMET has
provided world class meteoro-

logical facilities at the nations’air-
ports such as automatic weather
observation and display systems,
Satellite DisplaySystems (SADIS),
Meteosat Second Generation Sat-
ellite (MSG), RETIM workstations
and other equipment necessary for
air safety operations.

He said: “Apart from ensur-
ing that we conform to the ICAQ,
WMO and NCAA regulations,
NIMET management also con-
siders training and retraining as
vital to developing the specialized
knowledge and critical compe-

tences required to drive the rapid
changing technology in the avia-
tion industry.”

Three aviation experts from
the United Kingdom Meteoro-
logical office David Membery,
Collins McAllister and John Ward
were drafted to train the Nigerian
Meteorologists.

Membery urged all meteorolo-
gists to ensure that they always give
the necessary weather information
to pilots adding that every infor-
mation on weather could be very
useful to pilots.

Shagari denies asking Jonathan to cut 7-point agenda

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

FORMER President Shehu
Usman Aliyu Shagari yesterday
denied advising Acting President
Goodluck Jonathan to cut Presi-
dent Umaru Yaraduas 7-point
agenda to four as reported in the
media.

Shagari, former Head of State
General Yakubu Gowon, and

other eminent Nigerians visited
Goodluck Jonathan at the Presi-
dential Villa last week.

Although the Second Republic
President refused to elaborate on
what transpired between them, he
said they were in the State House
based on an invitation by the Act-
ing President Jonathan.

He said Jonathan called them
to commend their patriotic

intervention to save the country
from political and constitutional
impasse.

“He invited us. We did not go
on our own. He commended us
for our intervention on what was
going on in the country and we
said we told him that we have an
advice for him” Shagari told the
BBC Hausa Service.

Shagari said they did not

ask Jonathan to cut the 7-Point
Agenda, “because there was no
reason to tell the presidency to
go back on the promise made to
the Nigerians.”

“WTio advised him to make
the pledge? This is not a reason
and nobody advised him on that.
And even ifhe was advised, | am
not the person who said it,” he
added.
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Gov Aliyu reshuffles cabinet

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

GOVERNOR Babangida Aliyu of
Niger State has approved a minor
cabinet reshuffle of his commis-
sioners. This was contained in a
statement signed by the Secretary
to the Government of the State
Dr Kuta Yahaya. The statement
added that the move was borne
out of the governments desire to
ensure that the state attained its
desired vision to be among top

Ajibola report
a hatchet job
- Group

From Isa Liman,Zaria

A human rights organization,
Civil Rights Congress, has
described the Ajibola panel
report on the 2008 Jos crisis as
a hatchetjob.

In a statement issued yester-
day by the President ofthe Con-
gress, Shehu Sani, the human
rights group said, “The Ajibola
panel report stands condemned.
Itisirrational, illogical, mischie-
vously one sided and predeter-
mined. The report is more or
less like a poorly scripted Nolly-
wood movie, devoid ofimagina-
tion, conscience and any sense of
justice.What has come out ofthe
report questions the integrity of
the panelists and confirms the
fears ofearlier sceptics.”

According to the group, the
panel report will neither help the
cause of justice nor the search
for peace in Plateau State, say-
ing the 339 page report was a
waste of energy, time, ink and
newsprint.

“Everyone should reject that
report and tread the path of
peace and reconciliation. Peace
cannot be achieved through
hatchet panels. The 21st cen-
tury world of globalization has
gone beyond indigene and set-
tler issues,” the group added.

The only way to ensure peace
in Plateau State, according to the
statement, lies with the co'mmon
people.

“Let the people unite, irre-
spective of their ethnic groups
or religious affiliation,” It said.

three states in the country by the
year 2020.

“The measure is in a bid to
inject innovative ideas and con-
solidate on the various approaches
in the development pattern of
the administration as well as fast
track the completion of on-going
projects in the state.

The changes will enable com-
missioners to bring their knowl-
edge, wealth of experience and
exposure to bear in their respec-

tive ministries for efficiency and
effective service delivery”, he said.

Those affected by the exercise
include, Mrs Salome Fatima Nda-
kotsu of the Ministry of Lands
and Housing, who has now been
moved to the Ministry of Envi-
ronment and Forest Resources,
Pharmacist Adamu Mohammed
Sani who was formerly in the
Ministry of Environment and
Forest Resources is now in the
Ministry of Health and Hospital

Services.

Others are, Alhaji Umar
Nasko who was in the Ministry
of Works and Infrastructural
Development now moved to the
Ministry of Youths Affairs and
Strategies, Dr Ibrahim B Sule for-
merly in the Ministry of Health
and Hospital Services is now in
the Ministry of Works and Infra-
structural Development.

Hassan Abdullahi,who was in
the Ministry of Transportation,

Aviation and Waterways isnow in
the Ministry of Lands and Hous-
ing and Mr Timothy Ibrahim
Jiya who was in the Ministry of
Youth Affairs and Strategies has
now been moved to the Ministry
of Land Transportation, Avia-
tion and Water ways. According
to the statement, the re-organ-
ization takes immediate effect,
adding that affected officials are
expected to handover before
Wednesday.
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Niger Delta a force to reckon with - Asari

From Muhammad Bello, Port Harcourt

LEADER ofthe Niger Delta Peo-
ples Force (NDPVF) Alhaji Asari
Dokubo has said that although
there were ‘irregularities’ in the
emergence of Goodluck Jonathan
as Acting President, the act has

Committee tasks contractors
on N3.2bn rural roads

From Ismail Mudahsir, Kaduna

CHAIRMAN ofthe Federal Government verification committee on the
rehabilitation of rural access roads across the country, Mr. Julius Adebayo
Onietan, has charged contractors handling the N3.3 billion rural roads
project to work hard to rrieet the March deadline given to them for the

execution ofthe projects.:

In 2009, the Federal Government under the Rural Access and Mobility
Projects (RAMP) awarded the contract for 72 rural feeder roads across
the six geo-political zones of the country. The contract, according to the
chairmaji of the committee covers 276 kilometers of roads.

Briefing newsmen on the activities ofhis committee in Kaduna yester-
day , he said reports reaching them showed that some ofthe contractors
were yet to mobilize to site, warning them ofthe consequences of violating
the contract agreement. He said the Federal Government had since paid
the contractors the 15 percent mobilization fee to enable them mobilize
to site and dispelled the rumour of selective payments.

put the Niger Delta region in a
position where it could no longer
be considered ‘an onlooker’ in
Nigerian politics.

“Today, the dignity of the
Niger Delta has returned and we
welcome it. We congratulate and
wish him wisdom and courage.

We shall mobilize all the resources
at our disposal to help him suc-
ceed” he said.

In an e-mail yesterday,
Dokubo said although he
acknowledged that Goodluck
became Acting President uncon-
stitutionally, “l am not unaware of

the factthat all the past presidents
ofNigeria have emerged through
faulty processes”.

Expressing support for the
recent call by the Otlua People’
Congress (OPC) for independ-
ence, Asari said, “Itis a wise deci-

LGs can no longer fund primary education alone - NULGE

From Isa UmarGusau, Maiduguri

THE local government areas
across Nigeriacan no longer fund
primary education in the coun-
try alone, the National Union of
Local Government Employees
(NULGE) has said.

Rising from a National Exec-
utive Council (NEC) session
in Maiduguri at the weekend,
the union, speaking through its
National caretaker committee
chairman, Comrade Bashir Olan-
rewaju, noted that funds accruing
to the councils were being over-
stretched. The union said there
was an urgent need for the con-

stitution to be amended so that
the burden of paying salaries of
teachers and providing infra-
structure for primary schools as
well as running costs would be
taken off local governments in
Nigeria, maintaining that leaving
the burden on them would be bad
forprimary education because the
councils could not afford provide
quality primary education.

“We believe that the present
situation as it affects the funding
ofprimary education isunhealthy
for the countrys education sec-
tor”, the union said. The union
however advocated for a 70:30
expenditure model between state

and local government areas such
that the states provide 70 percent
offunds required forprimary edu-
cationwhile the third tier provides
30 percent.

NULGE also called on the
National Assembly to prevent
states from interfering with local
government allocations to allow
them address the yearnings ofthe
people at the grass root level.

The union also called on the
National Assembly to amend
the constitution to ensure that
the issue of elections, tenure and
remuneration for local govern-
ment chairmen and councils are
clearly spelt out.
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EFCC bosswants Nigerians
to provide information

By Benjamin Auta

THE Chairman ofthe Economic
and Financial Crimes Commis-
sion (EFCC) Farida Waziri, has
charged Nigerians to always
provide useful information that
will lead to curbing crimes in the
country.

She made the statementin a
goodwill message at the gradu-
ation ceremony of the Execu-
tive Intelligence Management
Course 11 (EIMC) of the Insti-
tute of Security Studies (ISS) in
Abuja.

She said that “security is the-
business of everybody and we

should be conscious ofit, but in
Nigeria people don’t give infor-
mation willingly.”

The EFCC boss who
requested for some slots for the
training of some of her staffin
the Institute called on the Direc-
tor General of State Security
Service (SSS) to use the mass

media in sensitizing Nigeri-
ans on security matter so that
ignorant people cannot mislead
them on security issues.
Speaking earlier, the Direc-
tor of the ISS, Mr. William
Tosin Akanle, said the EIMC
is designed to bring all security
agencies together in the area of
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MEMBERS of the Joint Research and Allied Institutions Union (comprising NASU, ASURI, and SSAUTHRAI) at the entrance of
Nigerian Institute for Social and Economic Research (NISER) in Ibadan as they began a 5-day warning strike to press home
their demand for implementation of new salary structure in Ibadan yesterday.

Minister tasks NGOs on service delivery

ByAkorOjoma

MINISTER of Women Affairs
and Social Development, Mrs
Salamatu Hussain  Suleiman
has advised Non-governmental
organisations to increase their
capacities through training in
order to render effective service
to the country.

She gave the advice at a capac-

ity building workshop yesterday
in Abuja for Community Based
Organisations, CBOs and NGOs
in the Northern zone registered
with the ministry. She said the
NGOs have been complementing
the efforts ofthe ministry and it
is important that they are well
equipped in addressing numer-
ous challenges as well as contrib-
uting to meetthe 7 -Point Agenda

of the YarAdua administration
and the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals among others.
According to her “the objec-
tives of this workshop include
equipping NGOs with the neces-
sary techniques that will improve
their skills in different program-
matic areas; including proposal
writing, resource mobilization,
monitoring and evaluation as well

as advocacy skills. Itisan opportu-
nity to brainstorm on strategies for
addressing concerns of vulnerable
members of our society through
effective programming.”

Sheurgedthe participants to put
in their bestthroughout the train-
ing workshop and also utilise the
knowledge acquired to better the
livesofwomen, children, the Elderly
and persons with Disabilities.

Northern youths urge Jonathan to
sustain Yar'adua's legacies

By Nasir Imam

THE Arewa Youth Forum (AYF)
has implored the Acting President
Goodluck Jonathan to sustain the
legacies of President.Umaru Musa
YarAduajust as it appealed to the
eminent Nigerians to allow the
Acting President settle down to
the business ofgovernance.

A statement release signed by
the National President, Gambo
Ibrahim Gujungu, on behalfofthe
National Executive Council atthe
weekend stated that Nigeria had

already gone very far in the imple-
mentation of YarAduas 7-Point
Agenda.

The association frowned at the
daily bombardment of Jonathan
with new ideas by self -serving
elders, declaring that these new
ideas have the danger of compel-
ling the Acting President to dis-
card the existing policies of the
ruling Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) asearlier designed by Pres-
ident YarAdua.

Gujungu said that the AYF
is of the belief that turning back

and starting something new by
Jonathan can only turn back
the hand of the clock and make
Nigeria lose focus as a demo-
cratic nation and therefore called
for restraint on the part of the
formerleaders so thatthe country
will avoid going one step forward
and going two- steps backward “as
this willdo more harm than good
to Nigeria”.

It said it was incontestable
that Nigerian democracy went
through its most challenging
period between November 2009

and February 9, 2010 when the
ship of state finally regained its
bearing due to the absence of
YarAduasxsillness.

The AYF, the youth wing of
the Arewa Consultative Forum
(ACF) then declared that there is
now the need for constitutional
amendmentin the light ofthe cur-
rent experience of constitutional
inadequacies and the need to end
the education sector crisis as well
as building on the Anambra State
election experiment to strengthen
Nigeriasinstitution towards 2011.

sharing actionable intelligence
reports in order to achieve a
common goal.

He added that such trainings
help in standardizing security
details as new concepts, module
and courses are introduced in
tackling present security chal-
lenges.

Sani-Omolori
appointed
House of
Reps clerk

By Nuruddeen M. Abdallah

THE National Assembly Serv-
ice Commission (NASC) has
appointed Alhaji Muhammed
Ataba Sani-Omolori as the
clerk of the House of Repre-
sentatives. The appointment,
which iswith immediate effect,
was announced last week by
the Commission in Abuja.
The appointment was con-
veyed through a letter dated
February 5, 2010 and signed by
the chairman of the commis-
sion Engineer Abubakar Dog-
ondaji. The new House clerk
will resume duty tomorrow.
Before his appointment,
Sani- Omolori, a'lawyer, was
the director of legal services in
the commission. This appoint-
ment also brought to an end
the power tussle that stalled
the appointment of substantive
principal officers of the com-
mission in the last four years.
The National Assembly
leadership had reportedly
endorsed the appointmentin a
meeting held last week.
Sani-Omolori was born into
the royal family of the late Ohi-
noyi of Ebira land Alhaji Sani-
Omolori. He obtained a law
degree from Ahmadu Bello
University Zaria in 1982 and
was called to the Bar in 1983.
He joined the services of
NASC in 1991, where he set up
its legal department and rose
to become its director.

The National
NAssembly leader-
ship had report-
edly endorsed
the appointment
in a meeting held
last week
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FromAliyu M Hamagam, Gombe

THE National Association ofResi-
dent Doctors of Nigeria (NARD)
has given the Federal Government
till the end of February to imple-

ment the consolidated medica

ary structure, threatening that fail-
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ure to do that will attract a strike
action from the union.

This was contained in a state-
ment signed by the National Presi-
dent of the association, Dr. John
Tunde Aremu in Gombe, yester-
day. The union said the decision
was taken following the resolution

I sal-

Anambra traditional rulers
say election was credible

From Beatrice
Onuchukwu,Awka

ABOUT 100 traditional
rulers in Anambra State
under the auspices of the
Anambra State Traditional
Rulers Council led by its
Chairman, Igwe Alfred
Achebe, yesterday during a
visit to Gov. Obi described
the last gubernatorial elec-
tion in the state as satisfac-
tory. The traditional rulers
who admitted that some
voters were disenfran-
chised, called on INEC to
correct the anomaly before
the next election. The
council commended the
governor for extending a
hand of fellowship to other
candidates in the election.

Trial stalled as
fault charges

From Adelanwa Bamgboye, Lagos

THE trial ofsevendirectors of
Intercontinental Bank Picata
Federal High Court in Lagos
was yesterday stalled as the
directorsinsisted thatthe new
criminal charge preferred
againstthem was defective.

The bank officials who
were arraigned yesterday
include, Raymond Obieri,
Chairman, Hyacinth Enuha,
Christopher Adebayo Alabi,
Samuel Adegbite, Isyaku
Umar, Bayo Dada, and Sani
Adams for alleged illegal
banking practice and eco-
nomic crimes to. the tune of
N120 billion.

According to the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC) Ray-
mond Obieri used his posi-
tion as a director ofthe bank
to grant N8 billion unsecured
credit facility to his company,
Harmony Trust and Invest-
ment Company Limited, an
offence which is contrary to
the regulations of the bank

Enuha, Alabi and Umar
we* also said to have manip-
ulatedtheirpositionsasdirec-
tors ofthe bank to grant N8
billion credit facilities each
to their companies - Cinca
Nigeria Limited, Stanzus
Investment Limited and Tofa
General Enterprises Limited,
without adequate securities.

The anti-graftagencyalso
alleged that between January
and May, 2009, the directors
“foiled to take reasonable

“We thank INEC for
organizing a credible elec-
tion, the security agencies
and personnel for keeping
the peace, and the election
monitors and observers for
checking the conduct ofthe
election” the council said.

In his response, Gover-
nor Peter Obi thanked the
royal fathers for contribut-
ing to a successful election.
“Now that everyone knows
that the peoples vote count,
money bags will be dis-
couraged from purchasing
votes,” he said.

Obi said the election
made him to renew hiscom-
mitment to the state,saying
he would continue to work
with the council for the
good ofthe state.

bank directors

steps to ensure that the bal-
ance sheetand profitand loss
account of Intercontinental
Bank gave a true and fair pic-
ture of the state of affairs of
thebankwith regardsto non-
performing credits”.

According to the charge
sheet, the EFCC alleged that
Obieri, Enuha, Alabi, Adeg-
bite and Dada collected $10,
000 each as holiday allow-
ances, an act which was con-
trary to the Central Bank of
Nigeria code of conduct for
banks.

When the case came up
forhearing yesterday, EFCC}%
counsel, Muslim Hassan, told
the judge that an amended
charge had been filed against
the accused persons and that
the papers had been served
on the accused persons.

The counsel therefore
urged the court to allow the
bank chiefs to take their pleas
on the amended charge,
a request which the court
granted.

However, after the first
countoutofthe 20 countswas
read to the accused person;
Wole Olanipekun, counsel to
Obieri raised an objection to
the charge, insisting that the
pleaofhis client could not be
taken because the charge was
defective.

Olanipekun, who cited
Section 167 of the Crimi-
nal Procedure Act to but-
tress his point, said his cli-
ent would be objecting to
10 ofthe 20 counts.

reached by the union at its recent
National Executive Council (NEC)
meeting in Nasarawa State.

“The NEC is disappointed at
the non implementation of the
consolidated medical salary struc-
ture (CONMESS). NEC demands
itsimmediate implementation with
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Doctorsthreaten strike action

union said.

The doctors also at the meeting
implored all well meaning citizens
of Abia state and the entire country
to prevail on the Abia State govern-
ment to pay the nine months sal-
ary arrears owed medical doctors

the paymentofJanuaryarrears” the

in the state.

While sympathizing with Presi-
dent Musa Yaradua on his state of
health, the National Association
of Resident Doctors of Nigeria
appealed thathealth facilities in the
countrybe upgraded and equipped
to international standard.
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ACP Gozie Malizu (left), Area Commander, Nigeria Railway Eastern District Police Command, addressing newsmen on
suspects arrested with railway sleepers in Enugu yesterday. With him is Mr. Paul Ndibe, Nigeria Railway Corporation

Eastern District Manager.

Strike paralyses medical services in Kaduna
... We are on top of the situation- govt

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

STRIKE by health workers in Kaduna
State has paralysed health care deliv-
ery in the state, forcing patients to
leave government hospitals in search
of alternatives. The workers com-
menced the strike yesterday despite
the threat by the state government to
sack them.

The workers commenced the
strike, following the failure of the
state government to implement the
November 17, 2009 Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) it entered
with the union. Our correspondent
who monitored the strike reports
that the striking workers locked all
the vital departments of government
hospitals. At the Barau Dikko Hospi-
tal, the workers were seen in groups
discussing the strike while patients
were seen leaving. The engagement

of medical personnel of the Nigerian
Armed force to replace the striking
workers did not yield the desired
results as their uniforms scared some
patients.Speaking to our correspond-
ent, a patient, Ayo Jegede Samson, said
he was surprised that the state govern-
ment allowed the workers to go on
strike. He urged the state government
to address the needs ofthe workers as
quickly as possible.

At the Yusuf Dansotho Hospital
in Tudun Wada, Kaduna -South, the
case was not different as women who
brought their children for medication
were seen lamenting over the situa-
tion. They however refused to speak
with our correspondent.

Speaking for the state govern-
ment in an interview with our corre-
spondent, the state Head of Service,
Alhaji Habib B. Yakubu, confirmed
the strike, but said the government

was on top of the situation. He said
the state government had directed
policemen to destroy the locks on
the hospital doors. He added that the
state government would invoke the
no-work-no-pay rule on any worker
who participates in the strike if they
did not call-offthe strike by 12 noon
today.

“Any of our workers who is not
satisfied with what we are paying can
resign. There are so many people wait-
ing to be employed. It is a matter of
choice,” he said.

He said the state government had
constituted committees to ensure that
the strike did not ground health care
delivery in the state and that medi-
cal personnel of the Nigerian Armed
Forces had been mobilised to assist.
He added that their engagement
would cost the state government N10
million.

Court identifies lapses inJigawa LG poll, declares timetable illegal

From Yusha'u Albrahim, Dutse

A Jigawa State High Court in Ringim
yesterday identified lapses in the just
concluded local government election
in the state, justas it declared the time-
table used for the election illegal.

The court also ordered the State
Independent Electoral Commis-
sion to include the candidates of the
Labour Party (LP) and Congress of
Democratic Change (CDC) in the list
as omission of their names violated
their rights to contest election.

Delivering his judgement, the

presiding judge, Justice Isa Ahmad
Gumel said, the court granted all the
six prayers brought before it by the
complainants. Justice Gumel however
ordered SIEC to include the candi-
dates of the two political parties, say-
ing the timetable used for the just
concluded local government election
violated laws governing local govern-
ment elections.

He therefore ordered the com-
mission to change the timetable with
immediate effect as according to him
the National Electoral Act was used
to formulate the timetable, instead

of the state electoral act. The court
also ordered that the 50 hours given
as deadline by SIEC for the return of
forms by the political parties contra-
vened the state electoral act which
provided 30 days before the election
date.

Speaking to our correspondent
after the ruling, the complainants’
counsel, Barrister Baffa Alhassan
said, “With this judgement, my cli-
ents can now head to the electoral
tribunal and seek a bye election in the
fourlocal governmentareawhere they
have candidates”.
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DEPUTY Governor of Kaduna State Mr. Patrick Yakowa (left) with the GOC 1DIV.,
Nigerian Army, Maj.-Gen. Kamaroudeen Roe, at the 2009 West African Social Activities

(WASA) in Kaduna.

12 corps members to repeat service

year inJigawa

From Yusha'u A lbrahim,

they absconded.

ing without governments

Dutse The coordinator added  support,the NYSCwould not

that during the year haverecorded any successin
TWELVE members of under review, the Jigawa its activities in the state. He
the National Youth Serv-  State NYSC secretariat said Governor Lamido had
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Borno
Appeal
Court
begins
sitting today

From Yahaya Ibrahim, Maiduguri

Tuesday, February 16, 2010

THE Appeal Court in Borno State will today begin sitting in Maiduguri.

The ChiefJustice of the state, Justice Kashim Zanna, disclosed this yesterday in his
speech atthe 2010 legal year in Maiduguri. He said the permanent site ofthe Appeal Court
was under construction, saying for now, the court would be using the state High Court
pending the completion ofthe court complex. Justice Zanna tasked members of the bar
and the bench to fight corruption in the state. The ChiefJudge reaffirmed government’s
commitmentto the welfare ofjudiciary workers in the state to ensure a speedy dispensation
ofjustice, adding that the new salary structure approved by the government forjudiciary
workers would commence before the end ofthis month.

e
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ice Corps (NYSC) Batch
A are to repeat their one
year national service in
Jigawa State, the NYSC
state Coordinator, MR.
.Yakubu Jok has said. Mr.
Jok told our correspond-
ent yesterday in Jigawa
that, the affected corps
members would repeat
the service year because

lost a corps member. Mr.
Yakubu Jok said of the
1, 352 Batch (A) of the
2009 corps members that
recently passed out, 21
were recognised as out-
standing.

The coordinator com-
mended Governor Sule Lam-
ido forhiscontribution to the
NYSC scheme in Jigawa, say-

approved and awarded the
contract for the construction
of a permanent orientation
camp in the state.

Mr jok charged corps
members serving in the
state to reciprocate the ges-
ture being extended to them
by exhibiting a high level of
commitment while in their
posting areas.

Group donates to orphans

From Muhammad Abubakar,
Bauchi

THE Project Manager of
the group, Save the Chil-
dren, Mr. Dennis Onoise,
has reiterated the group’
determination to imple-
ment programmes that
would support orphans
and vulnerable children
in Nigeria.

Speaking to news-
men after a dissemipa-
tion exercise in Bauchi
State at the weekend, Mr.
Onoise, said stakehold-
ers who attended the
dissemination exercise
brainstormed on how to
validate the orphans and
vulnerable children plan
of action launched in the
country in 2008.

In his Address, the Sec-
retary of the association
of Ophans and Vulner-
able Children in Nigeria,
Bauchi State chapter,
Dauda Bala Pali, said the
organization was partner-
ing with government and
other donor agencies to
ensure that orphans and
vulnerable children were
taken care of.

Cattle rearers urge govt on
game reserve

From Aliyu M. Hamagam, Gombe

Cattle Breeders Association, Ambassador
Muhammad Faruk Kabje, has appealed to
the Gombe State government to upgrade
the Zange/Wawa pasturing game reserve
for livestock breeding. Ambassador Kabje,
who said this in Gombe, yesterday while
speaking with members of his association
atthe Wawa/Z artge"Gattie Reserve, said the

area which had about 150,000 hectares of
grazing land had been taken over by farm-
THE National President of Miyetti Allah  ers.

He pleaded with the state govern-
ment to help cattle breeders by prohibit-
ing encroachment into the game reserve.
Accordingto him, without asecured forest
in the country for pasturing, cattle breed-
ing and rearing ofanimal would be impos-
sible and by implication reduce livestock
production: ’

Office on Drugs and Crime

| VACANCIES

ﬁiggia
CEMENT

The United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (Nigeria) announces the

following vacancies:

PostTitle:
Level of post:

Project Finance and Admin Assistant
SB 3 (Equivalentto GS-5)

Type of contract: Service Contract

Location: Yenagoa, Bayelsa State

Duration: One Year (with possibility of renewal
depending on funds availability)

Post Title: National Project Officer -BEITI

Level of post:

SB 4 (Equivalentto NO-B)

Type of contract: Service Contract

Locatiory Yenagoa, Bayelsa State

Duration: One Year (renewable to three years in total
depending on funding availability

Post Title: National Project Officer -JIA

Level of post:

SB 4 (Equivalent to NO-B)

Type of contract: Service Contract
Location: Yenagoa, Bayelsa State
Duration: One Year (with possibility of renewal

Closing datefor all vacancies:

depending on funds availability)

‘ 5March 2010

For further details on the job description and application process, piease visit

UNODC is committed to achieving workforce diversity in terms of
gender, nationality and culture, individuals from minority groups,
indigenous groups and persons with disabilities are equally encouraged
to apply. Qualified women are encouraged to apply All applications wifi
be treated with the strictest confidence.
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Muslim leaders task FG on police killings

WHAT the police did was a vio-
lation of fundamental human
rights and a shame. Authorities
concerned should act immedi-

| NT

ACTING President Goodluck
Ebele Jonathan

Invoke
Section
144, SNG
INSISES

THE process that installed Vice
President Jonathan as Acting
President was unconstitutional.
It can lead to a coup. There isno
provision in the constitution of
the Federal Republic of Nigeria
for such an act. It is a desperate
decision by some desperate poli-
ticians.

Sule Isa Akagwu

isa4u25@yahoo.com

Even though some people con-
sidered the action ofthe National
Assembly that elevated Good-
luck Jonathan as Acting Presi-
dent as constitutionally deficient,
others are still ofthe opinion that
the action was politically expe-
dient, especially for our nascent
democracy.

Zanna Bukar Baruwa

bukar.zanna@yahoo.com

W hat the National Assembly
did by empowering Jonathan
to act as president was uncon-
stitutional and it is bad for our
democracy. The Acting Presi-
dent should use his current posi-
tion to invoke Section 144 of
the 1999 constitution to enable
the National Assembly do what
is constitutionally right for the
country.

Yahaya Achadu

yachadu@yahoo.com

ately by punishing the culprits
in order to prevent future re-
occurrence. ¢

Ali Amaru Maigatari-

ali_salisu@yahoo.com

4
It is really unfortunate that

while some people are being

compensated for killing people
in Niger-Delta, some have been
killed innocently in the north.
Allah will judge all of us in the

hereafter. Leaders should know
this.
Yakubu A Badru
jikamshi@yahoo.com

Jos crisis 2008: Ajibola panel indicts Hausa

I am very disappointed with this
report. Did you hear from the
other side (The Hausa commu-
nity) before making your recom-
mendations? As a judge, aren’t
you supposed to hear from both
sides?

Hafizu M.

mhafizu@yahoo.com

What do you expect from a
panel set up by Jang? A criti-
cal look at the recommenda-
tions shows that they really want
to complete the genocide they
started.

M.D Mohammed

donmoha4u@yahoo.com

This man should be com-
mended and given an award.
Infact, all commissions ofinquiry
henceforth should be headed by
this man. God will surely judge
all ofyou.

Haliru

haliru9@yahoo.com

I want to condemn this so-
called report which is full of lies
against the Hausa Fulani.

Khalifa

wanene2008@yahoo.com

Interesting, where did the com-
mittee get their facts from, since
the Hausa community did not
appear before the committee?
Until the two parties involved
appear before a panel, we can-
not say ascertain the root/causes
of the crisis. Let us wait for the
committee set up by the Federal
Government to submit its report
before drawing conclusions. No
one is happy with what has been
happening in Jos.

Ali Umar

alikuram@yahoo.com

So the Hausa ;immunity in
Jos has been proved right by not
participating in that sham called
the Ajibola Commission. The out-
come ofthe commission to say the
leastisnot surprising, putting into
consideration the antecedents of
the chairman and the role Jang
played in the crisis. No wonder all

his perceived enemies and those
found wanting by the report are
ofHausa extraction.

All the recommendations in
the report are part of Jang cam-
paign and plan to reclaim Jos from
the Hausas.This report will not
achieve anything, but chaos. Jang
cannot uproot a community that
has been there for centuries.

Hamza Z. Kofarbai

imanhamza006@yahoo.com

He who pays the piper dictates
the tune. Itwould have been asur-
prise ifthe commission cameto a
contrary conclusion.

Abdulfattah Muhammad

abduulfattahmuhammad@yahoo.

Bola Ajibola should have tried
everything possible to get the
Hausa community to testify. As
a lawyer, he should have known
that ajudgement based on a one
sided testimony would not be
eaccepted. Do not spoil your hard
earned integrity.

YusufY.A.

yyakubu2004@yahoo. co. uk

I did not see any where in the
report where the committee rec-
ommended fo the Plateau State
government to pay compensa-
tion to people who lost either
their property or loved ones. By
acknowledging and even iden-
tifying the number of losses, |
expected the Ajibola committee
to suggest what should be budg-
eted for compensation.

Abdulrahman Abubakar

aburaahaman@yahoo.co.uk

Mr. Bola Ajibola, GOD is going
to thoroughly investigate your
committee.

Lawal

zael2008@yahoo.com

Tribalism is a great sin in the
sight of the Almighty God and
all culprits should not go unpun-
ished. For this nation to develop
like America,England or Ger-
many, there is need for Nigerians
to do away with tribalism, North

PRINCE Bola Ajibola

and South dichotomy and quota
system.

Sam

oyeluko@yahoo.com

Going by the Ajibola commit-
tees recommendations, every
right thinking individual will
know that another crisis on the
Plateau is in the offing. Let all
security agencies take note. A
word is enough for the wise.

Engr. M. S. Liman

engrliman@gmail.com

I am really disappointed in
Ajibola, if what is said about the
report is true. | do not have any
respect for him anymore. How
can he allow himself to be used
like that? Ethnicity is really a
problem in Nigeria.

Dan Arewa

samuelobu@yahoo.com

By this report, the rtal agenda
has been un folded, which is to
indict the Hausa/Muslim com-
munity of Jos. | believe it was not
a thorough assignment. It was
specifically established to achieve
Jangs ulterior motive.

Lamara Garba Azare

lamaragarba@yahoo.com

‘Jang has no hand In Jos

PLATEAU Gov Jonah Jang

I do not think this is enough for
us to believe that Governor Jang
had no hand in what is happen-
ing in his state. Asagovernor, he
ought to be aware of everything
that happens within his terri-
tory, but crises have become
a constant event in Jos. Jang

should take measures to stop
them.
Abubakar Chika Maru
abubakarsuleiman2009@yahoo.com
| am interested in the Presi-
dential Succession Act, a new
idea, though. The article is a

We can now understand why
they disrupted the sitting of the
General Abisoye panel.We will
wait and see who the panel is
going to indict, especially with
the video shckvn to the whole
world by Aljazsera news of Kuru
Karama. As for the issue of re-
acquiring the aforementioned
places, Ithink Mr Bola was sleep-
ing when he made that recom-
mendation.

MrS.M

sanmus2003@yahoo.com

I think the committee was
biased in its reports and recom-
mendations. Such recommenda-
tions should not have emanated
from a respected Nigerian like
Bola Ajibola, except if he wants
to compromise his integrity.

Muhammad Sumaila

bulletflame@yahoo. com

This report is absolute non-
sense. However, the governor
should know that what goes
around comes around. Its a
shame that the panel published a
report that is one sided. | there-
fore urge people not to accept
this report.

Engr Adamu Aliyu

aaleeyu@gmail.com

crises’

master piece, but sir, I would
like to know whether the ille-
gality of the new govt is akin to
Shonekans ‘unconstitutional’
ING which Abacha used as an
excuse to gain power.

Jibrin Abu

jibrinabu28@yahoo.com
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By Mohammed Haruna

The West, media and Islamophobia (I1)

Conttfrom yesterday.

ture, he said, abhorred vacuum

N rand unless the West, America in

mparticular, did something about

this threat, the Islamic countries of Tur-

key, Iran, and Pakistan will make suc-

cessful in-roads into Central Asia and
hence into Europe.

Terrorist attacks of Americans abroad
and of American iconic institutions at
home like the 1993 bombing of the New
York World Trade Centre served only to
accentuate this Western phobia of Islam
since those who carried out the bombings
were either Muslims or claimed to have
done so in the name of Islam.

Such was the fear of Islam created
by such attacks that when one, Timothy
McVeigh, bombed a federal building in
Oklahoma City in April 1995 killing 167
peopleincluding children, many leading
Americans and media organizations like
the right acting Wall StreetJournal at first
attributed the bombing to Muslims.

And not surprisingly when the
bomber turned out to be someone with
strong Christian fundamentalist views
not one media ever referred to him as a
“Christian terrorist”.

From our various definitions of ter-
rorism it is undeniable that Muslims
have carried out terrorist attacks world-

Terrorism isof course not exclu-
sively a religious phenomenon.
There have been non-religious
terror groups like Marxist/Mao-
ist groups in Latin America

wide often in revenge, at times to protest
what they perceive as blasphemy against
Islam, but essentially to chase foreign
forces out of their countries. The vio-
lence in the Middle East and other
regions with majority or significant Mus-
lim population, as asurvey in The Econo-
mist of September 13,2003, entitled “In
the name of God” suggested, have had
less to do with the faith itselfthan with
Western support for the venal dictators
in those regions. This means the picture
created by the Western dominated media
and their local echo-chambers around
the world, that terrorism is essentially
or even exclusively, an Islamic phenom-
enon is more propaganda than fact.

0 begin with, Islam does not

boast of the first organized cam-

paign ofviolence by a non-State
for political objectives. The credit for
this belongs to the.Jews whose Zealots
used suicide bombing to try and drive
out their Roman conquerors in 73AD.
And there was, of course, the even more
famous mighty Samson whose capture
in a bloody war with the Philistines and
subsequent display in a temple in Gaza
c8stthe Philistines dearly. This was when
he brQught down the temple killing him-
selfand his enemies.

Like the Biblical Jews, modern day
Zionists also showed the way in terror-
ism when they formed terror gangs that
waged campaigns ofviolence against the
British as the colonial masters of Pales-
tine and also against the Palestinians
themselves when they tried to resist the

creation of Israel out of their land.

Historical antecedents apart, all other
religions including Christianity, Juda-
ism, Hindu and even Buddhism, argu-
ably the most liberal of them all, have
spawn terror groups. Perhaps the most
notorious of these is the Lords Resist-
ance Army (LRA) in Uganda which for
decades has fought the country’s gov-
ernment with the declared aim of estab-
lishing a theocratic state governed by
the Biblical Ten Commandments, but
which itself has consistendy violated
those commandments by, among other
things, the killing and maiming of chil-
dren and women. Less well known is
the Buddhist group, the Japanese Aum
Shinrikyo (Supreme truth) which in 1995
released the poisonous gas, serin, in
Tokyo’s underground train killing about
a dozen people and injuring over 5000.

Terrorism isofcourse not exclusively
a religious phenomenon. There have
been non-religious terror groups like
Marxist/Maoist groups in Latin Amer-
ica, and racist and nationalist groups
all over the world, but particularly in
Europe.

fall these groups however, none
seems to have attracted the
attention of the Western domi-

nated, and American led, global media

like those that use violence in the name
of Islam.

The big question is why? The answer
is at once simple and complex. The sim-
ple answer, in my view, was provided,
perhaps inadvertendy, by General Nor-
man Schwarzkopf, the American soldier
who led the first American invasion of
Iraqg, in a testimony he made before a
Congressional hearing in February 1990.

“Middle East oil,” he said “is the
West5 lifeblood. It fuels us today, and
being 77% of the free worlds proven
reserve, is going to fuel us when the rest
ofthe worldshas run dry. Itis estimated
that within 20 and 40 years the US will
have virtually depleted its economically
available oil reserves, while Persian Gulf
region will still have at least 100 years of
proven reserves.

“Our allies,” he said further, “are even
more dependent on Middle East oil.
Japan gets almost two-thirds of its oil
from the area while our allies in Europe
import over one quarter.”

In other words, America’s and the
West5 reliance on cheap Middle East
oil, and by extension, their reliance on
other natural resources from the rest of
the world for their economic growth, has
been the main source offriction between
the West and rest ofworld.

Naturally America and the West try
to hide their attempt to own and control
the worlds resources under such desir-
able values as democracy and mod-
ernization. At the same time they try to
demonize anyone who they regard as
standing in their way.

One writer who seems to have in a
way accurately captured this strategy of
demonizing anyone who stands in the
way of Western hegemony was William
Blum, an American historian, writer and
journalist.

To be contdl.

Being excerpts of a lecture given
under the auspices of Gombe State
branch ofNational Council ofMuslim
Youths Organizations (NACOMYO)
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By MM Buti and Sobati Zaro

Re: It's reckoning time for Adamawa Senators."

hearticle underthe above cap-
tion written by one Abdulra-
zaque Bello Barkindo which
appeared in the Daily Trust
of Tuesday, January 5, 2010

area, beginning from Yola the State capi-
tal to Demsa, Numan, Lamurde, Guyuk,
Shelleng, Mayo-Belwa, Toungo and Jada
local government areas. Many lives and
propertiesworth millions ofnaira are lost

made interesting reading. Apartdfdoods annually and you can be sure the

lack of any in-depth understanding of
the system of government practiced in
the country, the article exposed its author
as one who has lost touch with his com-
munity.

Barkindo maintained, without basis,
that those responsible for the infrastruc-
tural decay in the state are the 2007 - 2011
Senators, namely Jibril Aminu, Mana and
Grace Bent. He offered excuses for Prof.
Aminu because of his alleged role in the
removal of Governor Boni Haruna and
Vice President Atiku Abubakar from
office. The point Barkindo tried to make
is that Prof Aminu has the longest years
of service to the nation, and was able
to attract development projects to the
State today e.g., University of Technol-
ogy Yola, Federal College of Agriculture,
Mubi, Federal College of Education Yola,
NNPC Depot Yola, nomadic education
programme, etc.

But he did not do these things in his
position as Senator; rather itwaswhen he
was in Executive position as Minister, Vie
Chancellor, Secretary, etc. Barkindo was
extremely uncharitable to Mana and Bent.
Hebrushed aside Col. Mana, callinghim a
nonperformer, claiming that his constitu-
ency of Adamawa North had started look-
ing for his replacement come 2011.

Barkindos hammer fell particularly

Moreover, a tarred

constructed through1
" the town to ease
movement inthe
I rainy season

hard on Senator Grace Bentwho, accord-
ing to him, is a non-indigene but uses
Adamawa as goldmine. He accused her
ofnot keeping her campaign promises to
the people, including poverty alleviation,
women and youth development, and that
she had enormous campaign funds which
she does not know what to do with it. He
argued that, Grace Bent maybe a Senator,
but she does not understand the needs of
the people she represents because in her
position as Chairman, Senate Committee
on Environmentand Ecology, Her impact
is not being feltin her constituency.

misinformed about the checks-and-

balances procedure in our democ-
racy, or is out to cause mischief, or both.
Otherwise how would he not know that
senators who are part of the legislative
arm of government are not involved in
the execution of projects in their states
or constituencies? Their main function is
to make laws for the good governance of
the country. Senators go out oftheir way
to source personal funds with which they
address certain critical areas of need in
their constituencies.

From such efforts, Senator Bent has
been able to execute many wonderful
feats. Adamawa State is largely a riverine

I t is obvious that Barkindo is either

poor masses, the electorate, women and
youths are the worst hit. It is in effort to
addressthese in her capacity as the Chair-
man, Senate Committee on Environment
and Ecology, that Senator Bent was able
to attract erosion control projects to the
zone and the state in general. Among
them are the Imburu village canaliza-
tion and embankment project. Imburu
is a Numan suburb. Almost each year
the village is flooded with consequent
loss of lives and properties. The project
is designed to control the flood through
embankment of the river and digging of
canals and waterways in the village. More-
over, a tjrred road is being constructed
through the town to ease movement in
the rainy season. This projecthas reached
50% completion.

Another projectisthe Numan round-
about road. Numan town is where the
senator and her family reside. Some few
years back, the Numan Roundabout road
estuary was flooded, and many lives lost;
houses and properties destroyed. It is to
avoid recurrence that the Senator sought
and got the project, which is over 60%
completed. She did not limit her effort
to Numan area; she attracted similar
projects to Mayo - Belwa, Jada, Ngurore
and Yola.

he Senator is the brain behind the
Jantani river erosion control in
I Mayo - Belwa, the Ngurore canal-
ization erosion project as well as the Jada
erosion control projects. The importance
of these projects c”n be better appreci-
ated if one witnessed the extent of dam-
age caused to the communities in the area
annually.

It is needless to over-flog the issue
of the six kilometre road off the main
highway to Jalingo to her husband3 vil-
lage, Dong, except for the fact that we are
talking about environment. It is worth
mentioning that Senator Bent embarked
on this project before she went into poli-
tics. The road is a major oudet for farm
produce from Dong, which has the most
viable market in Demsa LGA. She is still
pressing the Federal Government to com-
plete the road.

Barely two years in the Senate, she
influenced,the recruitment of well over
hundred youths into the military and par-
amilitary services. Other areas in which
she has influenced youth employment
are the National Environmental Stand-
ard and Regulatory Agency (NOSDRA)
National Food Reserve Agencies, etc.

Majority of these youths are from
Adamawa South while others are from
other parts of the State. Other areas in
which the Senator tried to empower the
youths, are the provision 0f250 motorcy-
cles, Zain telephone handsets, padcs; and
chairs to enable them earn aliving. Some
ofthe youths in other businesses such as
tailors, music stores operators etc have
been assisted to improve on their busi-
nesses. One of the tailors has recently
moved to Abuja where he is making’a
steady progress.

Butiand Zaro are members ofSouth-
ern Adamawa Coalition, Zing Road,
Sabon Pegi, Numan, Adamawa State.
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Your Letters

Sanusi Abubakar
on Lamido

ome on, Mr. Sanusi
Abubakar. You col-
umn of last Tuesday
read like that ofa syco-

Tuesday, February 16,2010

the election that produced him.
No matter what he does, he is an
imposition, and you are an accom-
plice. Whats wrong with you
people praising those who don't
deserve to be praised? Al- Ghazali
praised Goje in the same manner
a little while back. Long before
him, sometime in 2004, Sam

phant praising someone likd ¢adksaiah did same on Saminu

Lamido, who we all know rigged

Turaki (when he was a columnist

Text us on 08131 800030

The Ajibola Report

AJIBOLA panel is an extension
ofthe agenda of the Plateau State
governor. No surprises; it is like
asking Hitler to setup panel to try
the Nazis for the Holocaust.
DANLADI, Jos, 07062237236.

Haba, Ajibola

EVEN aforeigner cant make such
recommendations as your panel
has done. Little wonder that the
Hausa-Fulani community of Jos
boycotted the commission since
inception.

SALEM, Abuja, 08055354436.

Well done

GOOD job, Prince Ajibola. After
all, Governor Jang is the chief
Security officer and financial

controller of the state. We eat to
live now.

MUSA M Gidado, Katsina,
07027076682.

No water

THERE is no substance in the
recommendations made by Aji-
bola panel on Jos crisis of 2008
because it was sponsored by Gov
Jang, hence, it is partial. All we
need is implementation of the
recommendation made by Fed-
eral Governments Commission
of Inquiry.

SAMAILA Shiko, Nasarawa
Rd, Gusau, Zamfara State,
08030723046.

Beware
IT takes yearsto build aname; but

foryour paper), only foryou now
to refute Sam’ assertion. This is
contradictory and you are insult-
ingyour readers’intelligence. Just
stick to real issues, please. Dont
you have more important things
to write about, anyway? There are
plenty, given the current political
situation in the nation.

Dr. Aziz Labo, Kano.

it takes seconds to destroy it. Aji-
bola has destroyed his reputation
by submitting a one-sided report
on the Plateau crisis of 2008.
The latest crisis will surely prove
that Ajibola was biased and only
danced to the tunes of the man
who appointed him, Jang.

SABO A. Shehu, 07039107332.

Val Day mix-up

I am sure your front page picture
caption ofyesterday was errone-
ous, if not injurious, to Islam. It
should have read “a public lecture
against the marking of St Valen-
tine’s Day, and not to mark the
day”

IBRAHEEM Hamza Muham-
mad, Ungwan Shattu, Kaduna,
08023636988.

By Al-Amin Muhammad

Yobe housing programme
could be national model

or Modu Goni Aisami, a civil servant in Yobe who
has spent 27 years in service, it was a hopeless situ-
ation to own a decent house before retirement. His
dream and that ofthousands of other civil servants
to move out of make-shift squatter camps to owning
decentaccommodation has remained atall, unrealistic dream.

Housing construction is indeed capital intensive and
beyond the reach of most civil servants. The attempt by sev-
eral housing policies and schemes initiated to assist workers
own houses have yet to achieve desired results. This explains
why some workers called for halt to deductions for housing
schemes from their monthly salaries.

Even the owner/occupier scheme introduced to assist
workers own houses had left most of the beneficiaries wal-
lowing in debt for the rest oftheir working lives and, in some
cases, get involved in fraud to offset the loans. Itsanationwide
problem.

In Yobe, the trend appears to have been bucked.

There, it was dream come true for civil servants to own
decent modern houses with little stress. The government last
year announced fifty per-cent subsidy on over 2,000 houses
sold to civil servants under the owner/occupier scheme from
2006 to date.

Governor Ibrahim Gaidam said then that it was a deliber-
ate policy to help workers own houses before retirementand it
was onlywhen the civil servanthad rest ofmind that he would
putin his best to serve the state better.

He explained that the subsidy applied to all categories of
workers who benefitted from the scheme “and for the avoid-
ance of doubt, let me make it categorically clear that all ben-
eficiaries are to pay fifty per cent ofthe cost price while those
who have settled the whole sum will be refunded fifty per
cent of the cost”

Governor Gaidam said his administration would continue
to construct more houses for workers and other segment of
the society to benefit from the programme, assuring that the
gesture would be extended to other 500 beneficiaries of the
newly constructed houses in the state capital and all the 17
local government council headquarters in the state. In addi-
tion, another batch of 2,000 houses is planned by the end of
the first quarter ofthis year.

The government policy to provide subsidy has attracted
commendations from individual wdrkers, labour unions as
well as opposition parties in and outside the state, with the
Nigeria Labour Congress issuing a statement applauding the
policy.

State chairman ofthe Congress, Comrade Bukar Moham-
med said “the government has fulfilled our long dreams of
workers having decent and affordable houses. We have for
long struggled with past administrations for reduction in the
rates ofthe houses sold to workers without success until now
that this government introduced the 50 % subsidy. Itis awel-
come and commendable developmentand, we will reciprocate
the gesture through dedication to duties and responsibilities to
support government in achieving its developmental targets”.

Mallam Ibrahim Muhammad, a civil servant, who praised
the subsidy policy said, “I will receive a refund of N350, 000
and will use it to give out my daughter for marriage. This
administration has truly provided us with dividends of
democracy” he said. The same sentiments were expressed
by the state chairman of Action Congress and who doubles as
chairman of Conference of Political Parties in the state, Alhaji
Mai-Mala Buni, described the policy as productive. “

The opposition parties however called for massive con-
struction of affordable and weather friendly houses at the
grassroots “to enable rural communities benefit from this
laudable gesture”.

More houses are in the offing too. Work on the 256 houses
under construction is now at finishing stage, according to the
commissioner for housing, Alhaji Sidi Karasuwa said the
houses were cost effective and quality that will stand the test
oftime.

He said that government accorded priority to housing
accommodation in line with the United Nations’declaration
on shelter as well as, to achieve the Millennium Develop-
ment Goals target on housing. “We are happy to have so far
achieved this feat without attracting any facility from any
bank. Government has provided 100 % finance for these
projects” he noted.

Muhammad writesfrom Ali Marami Estate, Damaturu
Yobe State.
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Resolving school
enrolmentcrisis

e federal government released statistics recently
showing continuing drop in school enrolments,
particularly at the basic education level. The figures
showed that 17 million children were not enrolled at
the primary and junior secondary schools in 2009.
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\Why good luck may elude Jonathan

‘It is a mistake to look toofar ahead.
Only one link in the chain ofdestiny
can be handled at a time.

— Winston Churchill

f the elite filmmakers in the
world know the first thing
on the linkage of provi-
dence with the compelling
story line, they would be

Muhammad
Al-Ghazali

ghazalism@dailytrust.com,
08052100432 (SMS only)

the confines of the constitution
enforced by the Supreme Court, or

swarming like bees on Abuja at tliage instant impeachment. Here, the

moment. They will be cutting deals
with minders of Dr. Goodluck Ebele
Jonathan, on how to bring the story
of his life to the big screen.

Plucked from relative obscurity
to play bit part in the intricate script
the most sadistic political monster

According to Education Minister, Dr Sam Egwu, the situatfonr times - Olusegun Obasanjo

vicks further compounded by low level transition from junior to
senior secondary school, with asteep sixteen percentdrop. Atthe
tertiary level, Egwu disclosed that only six percent ofthose quali-
fied gained admission into tertiary institutions in the country.
The minister blamed the enrolment crisis at the tertiary level on
low admission capacity of the institutions, in addition to poor
funding.

. The Universal Basic Education (UBE) provides thatall Nige-
rian school-age children should acquire atleast abasic education
free and compulsory up to junior secondary school. However,
more than adecade after the introduction ofthe UBE, basicedu-
cation still remains more of an expensive undertaking than the
free social service declared by the government. Little wonder
then in the reported drop in school enrolment.

The abolition of the National Common Entrance Examina-
tion (NCEE) and its re-introduction several years later is symp-
tomatic of the problem of inconsistency in education planning.

The compulsory component of the UBE programme largely
depends on the extent to which it is made free. Budgetary provi-
sions are made annually to the Universal Basic Education Com-
mission (UBEC) at the federal level'and the States’ Universal
Basic Education Boards (SUBEBSs) for the provision of facilities
at the basic education level of public schools. In spite ofthe huge
resources setaside annually on basic education, parents still pro-
vide most learning materials required. Even the “home-grown
feeding”programme introduced into the implementation ofthe
UBE in the FCT and acouple ofstates has since been abandoned.
Potential beneficiaries areyetto reap the full benefits ofthe UBE
programme.

The limited capacity foradmission in our tertiary institutions
partly accounts for the low level of transition among students
from junior to senior secondary school. Any parent whose child
after successfully completing senior secondary school, and is
forced to sitathome for three or four years seeking placementin
to a tertiary institution, would be frustrated by the experience.
The failure to tackle the unemployment that awaits young boys
and girls after graduation isadisincentive to parents to be eager
for transition of their children from junior to senior secondary
schools.

e minister’s lament over low level of admission of quali-
fied candidates into tertiary institutions is self-indict-
ment, because the problem is occasioned by poor plan-

ning on the partofgovernment and afailure to maintain as well

as expand existing facilities in tertiary institutions at a rate that
would anticipate rising number ofcandidates seeking admission.
At the University of Abuja, for instance, over 30,000 candidates
sat for post-UME for the 2008/2009 academic session; only about
3,000 were offered admission.

The National Policy on Education should lay emphasis on
vocational education and skills acquisition with a view to mak-
ing the system more efficient. Only functional education can
forestall drop in enrolment figures at any level of the system.
The problem of corruption, which has hampered basic educa-
tion from becoming free, should be speedily addressed. We urge
the governmentto show greater commitment to basic education,
which is not only the foundation upon which the rest of the sys-
tem is built, but also functions as the key to the success of the
entire education sector.
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- destiny has ensured that Jonathan
now sits in the directors chair as
the elaborate drama of deceit and
seamless power plots approaches
a denouement. How the final acts
unravel is now entirely up to the
acting President.

Jonathan has been entrusted
with the leadership of Nigeria at a
precarious crossroads in our politi-
cal evolution. The controversial
manner of his emergence, not-
withstanding, ordinarily, he could
choose to obey the first and origi-
nal law of power, which almost all
potentates did for more than a mil-
lennium, by opting to consolidate
his power base. It was what moti-
vated Obasanjo to have such avery
high turnover in the leadership of
the NASS, Defence/security estab-
lishment, the PDP, as well as other
parties such as the rival ANPP, by

proxy.

v t "l ihat could explain the speed

I with which Jonathan handed
the disgraced Justice Min-
ister, Michael Aondoaaka, his just
deserts by demoting him to the
inconsequential Special Duties
Ministry. He could earn even more
accolades by dispatching the other
clown at INEC, Maurice lwu, that is,
to oblivion. But consolidation ofhis
power base should hardly be the pri-
ority ofthe acting President at this
material time, especially given the
controversial manner of his eleva-
tion. For the same reasons, | hope
that the reported moves to change
the service chiefs carried by the The
Sun last weekend, are untrue.

Jonathan must avoid moves
capable of raising suspicions on
his motives. In these uncertain
times, Nigerians crave for a hero,
or another Mandela, ifthey exist on
these shores. The demand improve-
ment in the quality of leadership
above the pedestrian level*we have
experienced in recent times. While
the Madiba’ shoes may be too big
for Jonathan to fill, the expectation
isthat in the little time on his hands,
he can at least set the foundation for
a better tomorrow.

What Jonathan has going for
him, and may equally prove to be
his Achilles heel, however, con-
cerns the awesome powers inher-
ent in the Nigerian presidency. A
Nigerian President, even in acting
capacity, is more powerful than that
ofthe United States of America, for
the following reasons.

In America, the President is
perpetually kept on a tight leash.
He must defer to Congress at all
times, and operate strictly within

pathetic weaknesses and impotence
of our democratic institutions, and
structures of government, means
the President can get away with just
about anything, including murder.
Therefore, unless God touches
Jonathans heart, the urge to become
another Emperor, like Obasanjo, is
quite compelling. He could choose
to shape the destiny of the nation
in his own image in much the same
manner Obasanjo did to our col-
lective cost for eight wasteful years
from 1999 to 2007. Butthatis notall.

Jonathan must realise in the lit-
tle time he has in the saddle, that
the entire nation is now his con-
stituency. To earn our respect,
he cannot afford be regarded as a
stooge of Obasanjo. It was noth-
ing that the former President did
not accompany the eminent elders
that paid two visits to Jonathan in
the pastfortnight. Even among his
peers, it seems.that Obasanjo is now
regarded as expired currency.

Jonathan can draw useful les-
sons from how lowly Obasanjo has
fallen in public esteem. Whatshould
be of primary importance for him
is how to steady the ship of state,
to ensure that the titanic, in which,
most Nigerians are presently reluc-
tantpassengers, does not sink in the
manner the Americans predicted
years ago. Anything beyond that will
be pushing his luck too far.

Boko Haram massacre: This
outrage cannot stand!

Jonathan can draw useful lessons
from how lowly Obasanjo has fallen in
public esteem. What should be of
primary importance for him is how

to steady the ship of state

Ethnic, and religious cleav-
ages, along with a debilitating cul-
ture of sycophancy, which, in our
peculiar case, easily passes for the
‘Fifth Estate of the Realm -after
the Executive, Legislative, Judici-
ary and the Media - combine to
produce despots that always pursue
their own agenda, very distinct from
what they were sworn into office to
achieve.

Already, several solidarity averts
have appeared in major newspapers
eulogising the acting President for
his appointment. In the next few
weeks and months, an endless
stream of delegations on solidarity
visits will also attempt to make the
Aso Rock Villaatemporary Mecca.
Jonathan must summon the coin-
age to requestthem to spare him the
trouble. The tasks before him are
daunting enough, and pandering to
the whims ofserial sycophants is not
one ofthem.

Nigerians want the long delayed
electoral reforms to sail through,
along with the cleansing of INEC,
to restore sanity an'd confidence in
the system ahead of the next gen-
eral elections. For his luck to hold,
Jonathan must act, and think like a
modern statesman. He must resist
becoming a hostage of the present,
or even the past, no matter what the
pressure from hiskinsmen on the sit-
uation in the Niger Delta. He mustbe
justto them and the nation as well.

In this age of globalization, a
fragmented Nigeria stands abso-
lutely no chance of survival.
Jonathan must recognize that the
steady emphasis on alternative
sources of cleaner energy in the
West means the over-dependence
on hydro-carbons will end sooner,
rather than later. The status-quo
essentially puts atime frame on the
longevity of oil, as the sole bargain
ing chip ofthe Niger Delta.

I have seen footages of brutal
killings of Nazi SS death squads
during the Second World War.
When the first Rambo movie hit
the big screen, | saw.the premiere
as a student in New Jersey, along
with the sequels as well. But none of
these compared to the extra-judicial
killings of Baiko Haram suspects by
the Nigerian Police broadcast by
the Al-Jazeera television network
last Tuesday.

The Rambo series were just
movies, and pure fiction. And
while the lead actor, Sylvester Stal-
lone took few prisoners, the villains
he dispatched with deadly effi-
ciency, were the aggressors, who
were also armed to the teeth. The
Nazis, on the other hand, systemati-
cally starved their victims to death.
When they were no longer useful
on labour camps, or JosefMengeles
laboratories, gas chambers extermi-
nated them. Reprisal killings were
also frequent, and respected neither
gender, nor age. Yetthe Nazis at least
matched their victimsto designated
pits for the slaughters.

s bloodthirsty as they
Aappeared, the Nigerian
police thugs | saw on Al-

Jazeera actually lacked sadistic
ingenuity. The shooting ofunarmed
teenaged cripples, in the back, in
broad daylight, after they were
forced to lay face-down beside their
crutches, was heinous crime. ltwas
a disgraceful affront to humanity,
and quickly moved me to tears!

Surely, the authorities have no
intention of sweeping this outrage
under the carpet. The perpetra-
tors of this genocide, including the
incompetent President that gave the
‘shooton sight’order to the murder-
ous cowards in Nigerian Police uni-
formsmustbe broughttobook, and
quickly!
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LIbya suspends Issuing
visas to europeans

LIBYA has suspended the issu-
ing of entry visas to European
citizens apart from British
nationals, an official atthe coun-
trys main international airport
said yesterday.

Asked by Reuters to con-
firm reports of the move, the
official, who did not want to be

SOMALI State Minister of
Defence  Yusuf Mohamed
Indhaadde survived a car bomb
explosion that killed two passers-
by yesterday in Mogadishu, secu-
rity officials and witnesses said.

An explosives-laden parked
vehicle was remote-detonated
near the Ambassador Hotel on
Mogadishu’s Maka al-Mukarama
road where Indha’adde was hold-
ing meetings, the sources said.

“Theyweretargeting themin-
ister but he and his people were
unharmed,” police officer Aden
Ah told AFP. Several eyewitnesses
said two civilians were Killed in
the explosion, which sparked an
exchange offire in the neighbour-
hood.

They also said government
forces shot a suspect shortly after
the failed attack on Indhaadde,
one ofthe most powerful figures
in Somalia’k security apparatus.

The embattled transitional
federal government (TEG) is
believed to be in the final phase
ofpreparations for amuch-antic-
ipated military offensive to root
out the Shebab, a hardline Islam-
ist insurgent group sympathetic to
Al-Qaeda.

Civilians have been fleeing
the capital ahead of the planned
offensive but those left behind
have borne the brunt of the spo-
radic clashes pitting Shebab-led
rebels against TFG forces backed
by African Union troops.

identified, said: “This is right.
This decision has been taken.
No visas for Europeans, except
Britain.”

No explanation was given for
the suspension, and there was no
immediate confirmation from
the Libyan government.

Italys foreign ministry con-

firmed the measure and said it
was in retaliation for Switzer-
land’ recent decision to publish
ablacklist of 180 Libyans banned
from entering the country.
Libya has been locked for
monthsin adiplomatic row with
Switzerland over the prosecu-
tion of two Swiss businessmen

AFRICA REPORT 17

who had been working in the
North African country.

“The Libyan response to the
Swiss decision has affected all
the countries of the Schengen
zone,” said a spokesman for the
Italian foreign ministry. “Con-
tacts are under way between the
countries of the zone to coordi-'

Somali defence official survives bomb attack

Opposition candidates
withdraw from Togo poll

TWO opposition candidates,
including a former premier, said
yesterday they were withdrawing
from Togo’s presidential elections
nextmonth in protest atwhat they
said were anomalies in the vot-
ers’ register. Yawovi Agboyibo, a
former prime minister, and Brigitte
Kafui Adjamagbo-Johnson, the
west African countrys firstwoman
presidential candidate, said they
would suspend their participa-
tion in the March 4 vote until their
demands to clean up the regis-
ter were met “We find that key
issues remain unresolved, includ-

ing the correction ofdiscrepancies
cited during a review of electoral
rolls, the adoption of measures to
ensure traceability of ballots and
authentification of voters’ ballots,”
Adjamagbo-Johnson told AFP.

Agboyibo, of the Action Com-
mittee for Renewal (CAR) and
Adjamagbo-Johnson, ofthe Dem-
ocratic Convention of African Peo-
ples, are among seven candidates.

The election was moved from
February 28 to March 4 at the
request of the opposition in talks
mediated by Burkina Faso Presi-
dent Blaise Compaore.

>

nate over this measure.”

Libya’s Oea newspaper, which
has close ties to a son of Libyan
leader Muammar Gaddafi, ear-
lier reported that Libya would
stop issuing visas to citizens of
countries in the Schengen area,

. which includes non-EU member

Switzerland.

Fresh tussle rocks Kenya's shaky
unity government

KENYA'S fractious coalition gov-
ernment faced its biggest crisis
yesterday since emerging from
post-election violence two years
ago, as its rival leaders clashed
openly over acorruption probe.

President  Mwai Kibaki
revoked the suspension of two
ministers within hours ofa deci-
sion announced Sunday by Prime
Minister Raila Odinga to sideline
them during an investigation into
millions ofdollars in missing for-
eign aid.

Kibaki said Odinga had no
power to suspend the ministers,
and contradicted the prime min-
ister’s assertion that he had taken
the decision in consultation with
the president.

The clash reopened old
wounds between the rivals, forced
towork together in a power-shar-
ing deal thrashed out in 2008 to
end bloody clashes triggered by
disputed elections.

“The power struggle between
them is indicative of the deep-

rooted suspicion within the coali-
tion partners,”said Evans Monari,
a Nairobi-based political analyst.
“Without a dispute resolution
Kenya is between a rock and a
hard place,” Monari told AFP.

Odinga had suspended Agri-
culture Minister William Ruto
and Education Minister Samuel
Ongeriforthree monthsto enable
them to be investigated for alleged
corruption amid growing interna-
tional pressure to deal with ram-
pantgraft
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Israeli PM calls for fuel sanctions against Iran

ISRAEL’S prime minister yes-
terday called for “crippling sanc-
tions” against lran over its nuclear
programme after a meeting with
Russia’s top officials, whom he
praised for showing an under-
standing” over the issue.

Russia has generally resisted
new sanctions, but has shown
increasing frustration over the
past week as Iran proceeds with
uranium enrichment despite
international pressure. Critics say
the enrichment is aimed at pro-

Yemen Shiite

YEMENI Shiite rebels handed over
yesterday the first of five Saudi sol-
diers held captive since their three-
month border war, resolving an
issue that had complicated efforts
to Consolidate afour-day-old cease-
fire with the Yemeni government.

“The Saudi soldier, Yahya
Abdullah al-Khuzai, was handed
over today (Monday) in the city
of Saada to mediators,” working
on implementing the truce, rebel
spokesman Mohammed Abdul
Salam told AFP by telephone. He
said that Khuzai had aleg injury.

“This is a humanitarian ges-
ture to ease tension. The other side
(Saudis) should work now to end
the prisoners issue,” he added.

A mediator speaking to AFP

ducing nuclear weapons. Russian
news agencies made no mention
of Iran in reports of Russian Presi-
dent Dmitry Medvedev’sopening
remarks athis meeting with Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Israel wants “sanctions, and
sanctions that have teeth, Netan-
yahu said, calling for a blockade
on Tehranks energy trade. “The
sanctions have to focus on the
importing and exporting of fuel.”
Netanyahu praised Russian offi-
cials for showing “an understand-

confirmed the release of Khuzai,
adding that efforts were under way
to “release the other four captives
within hours.”

The mediator, who requested
anonymity, said the rebels were
“convinced” during lengthy talks
“to leave the question of their pris-
oners taken by the Saudis, number-
ing 31, to the Yemeni authorities to
follow up.” The rebels had com-
plained earlier that Saudi Arabia
was refusing to release the prison-
ersitis holding in exchange for the
five soldiers.

The truce, which came into
force late last week, continued to
hold on yesterday and joint com-
missions were meeting to imple-
ment its terms, both sides said.

ing.” “l can say that Russia defi-
nitely understands there is a need
to prevent lran, from obtaining
nuclear weapons and it under-’
stands that steps must be taken,”
he said. “I trustwhat I heard from
the president of Russia, whose
decisions are driven by concerns
of regional stability.’

Israel is deeply worried about
the nuclear programme of Iran,
which has expanded in defiance
of five U.N. Security Council res-
olutions, and three sets of U.N.

sanctions, aimed at pressuring it
to freeze enrichment.

Iran’s Bushehr atomic energy
plant was built by Russia, and
the country has worked to keep
strong ties with Iran despite
concerns that the Bushehr plant
would be a stepping stone toward
nuclear weapons. Russia has also
caused concern in Israel with its
contract to sell S-300 long-range
air-defense missiles to Iran, which
would significantly boost Irans
defense capability.

rebelsfree
first captive Saudi soldier

US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton on Monday welcomed the
ceasefire but expressed concern
for the plight of the 250,000 people
who fled the six years of fighting
between the rebels and the Yemeni
army.

“We understand that a media-
tion commission representing all
parties is monitoring compliance
with the terms of the ceasefire and
beginning the urgent process of
reconciliation and reconstruction
needed to bring this conflict to a
permanent end, she said. The
United States remains concerned
about the humanitarian situation
in the area, including the approxi-
mately 250,000 Yemenis displaced
by the fighting.

“To assist displaced Yemenis,
the United States has thus far pro-
vided 19.3 million dollars during
fiscal years 2009 and 2010. We
urge other donor nations to sup-
port international relief agencies.”

The six-point truce requires the
rebels to reopen three major routes
in the first stage: the road between
Saada, Harf Sufian and the'capital,
Sanaa; the road from Saada west to
Malahidh and the road from Saada
east to Al-Jawf.

It also calls for a rebel with-
drawal from government build-
ings, the return ofarms seized from
security forces, release of all prison-
ers including Saudis, handover of
captured army posts, and a pledge
not to attack Saudi Arabia.

Kuwalt
newspaper
fined over
pro-lsrael
advert

A Kuwaiti newspaper was fined
3,000 dinars (10,400 dollars) for
printing a pro-Israeli advertise-
ment justifying the Jewish states
war on Gaza, Al-Jarida newspaper
reported yesterday.

. * The fine was slapped on Al-

Watan Daily for allowing the
printing of the advertisement in
the International Herald Tribune,
which it prints and distributes
locally in the Gulfemirate.

The advertisement was spon-
sored by the US-based Jewish
Anti-Defamation League (ADL)
during the 22-day Israeli offensive
on Gaza Strip that was launched
on December 27,2008.

Al-Watan’s lawyer, Rashid
al-Radaan, told AFP that he has
challenged the verdict at the
appeals court, saying that the
newspaper did not deliberately
allow the printing of the adver-
tisement. “The printing of this
advertwas not done on purpose,
he said, adding that the IHT goes
directly to the press without being
checked b>\Al-Watan.

Three Kuwaiti lawyers sued
Al-Watan 'Daily although the
paper had issued an apology to its
readers for running the advertise-
ment. About 1,400 Palestinians
and 13 Israelis were Killed during
the Gaza offensive.

Iraq targets
tailors to
curb militant
attacks

IRAQ is cracking down on shops
and tailors who sell and make
police and military uniforms after
attackers disguised themselves as
security forces to slip through
checkpoints and carry out sui-
cide bombings in heavily guarded
Baghdad.

Security lapses that allowed
bombings at government build-
ings and hotels in Baghdad in
recent months were an embar-
rassment to the Iraqgi government
ahead of parliamentary elections
next month. So now security offi-
cials are under pressure to plug as
many holes as possible.

Uniforms are widely available
at open air markets, and many
tailors make them. The problem
is exacerbated because the secu-
rity forces don’t have enough uni-
forms to provide to all their per-
sonnel, so soldiers or policemen
often have to turn to the market
to buy them.
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India says Pakistan'talks

Suspected
Maoists kil
MIndian
police

SUSPECTED armed Maoist
rebels riding motorcycles yes-
terday killed 14 policemen in an
attack on a security camp in east-
ern India, police and officials said.
v Two Maoist guerrillas were
also killed following a gunbat-
tle with security forces in West
Bengal states Midnapore district,
local administrator N. S. Nigam
told AFP.

“Nine policemen were shot
dead and five others burnt alive
in a fire which started following
alandmine blast in their security
camp,” Nigam said by telephone
from Midnapore.

The rebel attack came amidst a
security offensive in several states
to flush out the outlawed insur-
gents from their strongholds,
Indian television reported. Local
television footage showed heav-
ily armed policemen hunkering
down on a road as the fire blazed
in their camp.

Sri Lanka's
opposition
coalition
cracking

THE main partner in Sri Lankas
opposition coalition will contest
the next elections independently,
officials said yesterday, the first
splitsince itsdefeated presidential
candidate was arrested for alleged
sedition.

United National Party leader
Ranil Wickremesinghe told
reporters that his party had
decided to go it alone, but might
still field joint candidates with
others in the April 8 polls. The
main party representing the coun-
try’s Tamil minority announced
earlier it would also go it alone.

The leader ofasmaller opposi-
tion party, Mano Ganeshan, told
The Associated Press yesterday
that the possibility that the UNP
would reverse its decision was the
“only silver lining,” because oth-
erwise the opposition would have
no chanceofcountering the presi-
dents control of parliament.

“I believe that the grand alli-
ance that took shape during the
president”™ election is falling
apart due to the very rigid posi-
tion taken by the UNI?’ said
Ganeshan, who runs the Demo-
cratic Peoples Front. “l am afraid
it may not continue.”

Opposition officials and rights
groups say that since Rajapaksa’s
re-election the government has
started to seek retribution against
political opponents, harassing,
attacking and arresting some.

on track'after blast

INDIA and 'Pakistan will resume
peace talks as planned;-govern-
ment sources said yesterday,
despite adeadly restaurantbomb-
ing and questions over whether
Islamist militants were involved.

As police scoured security
camera footage of Saturday’s
blast at the German Bakery in
Pune, western India, a govern-
ment source in New Delhi told
AFP there was “no change” to a
scheduled meeting of Indian and
Pakistani foreign secretaries on
February 25.

It will mark the first official
talks between the two South Asian
rivals for 14 months.

Another source said the gov-
ernment would refrain from any
“knee-jerk reaction,” amid calls
from the main opposition Hindu

nationalist Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) that the meeting should
be called off. India broke off all
official dialogue with Pakistan
following the November, 2008
Mumbai attacks which it blamed
on the Pakistani-based militant
group Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT).

Saturday’ blast in Pune was
the first major attack on Indian
soil since then and came just a day
after the two sides agreed to the
foreign secretaries’ meet.

Two foreigners — an Ital-
ian woman and an lranian man
—were among the nine people
killed. Twelve of the 57 people
injured were foreign nationals.

Indian media reports sought
to link Saturdays bombing to pre-
vious attacks by an India-based
Islamist movement, the Indian

Mujahideen, fearing sleeper
cells were now active and further
strikes likely.

Prime Minister Manmohan
Singh has caDed for swift action
to bring the culprits to justice but
police have refused to comment
on speculation the blast was the
work of the Indian Mujahideen.
The group claimed responsibility
for a series of bombings in New
Delhi in September 2008 and
reports have highlighted similar-
ities between them and the Pune
blast.

A bomb hidden in an aban-
doned rucksack left under a table
exploded at about 7.30 pm (1400
GMT) Saturday while the res-
taurant was packed with mainly
young Indians. Home Minister P.
Chidambaram has also refused to
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speculate on who was responsible.

But on Sunday he said they
were keen to speak to David
Coleman Headley, a US-Pakistani
national currently awaiting trial
in the United States on a string of
terror charges.

Headley, 49, is alleged to have
scouted possible targets in India
for the LeT before the Mumbai
attacks. He denies the claims.
Chidambaram said Headley
stayed at the Osho Ashram —a
religious retreat popular with for-
eigners —which is astones throw
from the German Bakery.

A religious and cultural cen-
tre run by the orthodox Chabad-
Lubavitch movement is also
nearby. A similar centre was one
of the targets in the Mumbai
attacks.

Pakistan lawyers rally against president

HUNDREDS of lawyers joined
rallies across Pakistan yesterday
denouncing President Asif Ali
Zardari after he clashed with the
Supreme Courtin afresh crisis for
the insurgency-hit nation.

A rift opened at the weekend
between the fragile government
and influential judiciary when
Zardari appointed two senior
judges but the Supreme Court
suspended the appointments,
saying they appeared to violate
the constitution.

The showdown threatens

Zardaris Western-backed gov-
ernment at a time of mounting
US pressure on the country to
eliminate Taliban and Al-Qaeda-
linked militants along its border
with Afghanistan.

Lawyers yesterday boycotted
courts and protested in the capi-
tal Islamabad and the cities of
Lahore, Peshawar, Karachi and
Quetta, following a strike call by
the Supreme Court Bar Associa-
tion (SCBA).

In the second-biggest city
Lahore, about 300 lawyers in

smart suits marched to the Pun-
jab assembly building, where they
burnt tyres and chanted, “Go,
Zardari, Go!”; lawyers’ representa-
tives and witnesses said.

Most of the approximately
10,000 lawyers based in Karachi
- Pakistan’ largest city and finan-
cial capital - did not attend court
proceedings.

“We are protesting for an inde-
pendentjudiciary and supremacy
of democracy,” lawyers’ leader
Rashid Razvi said. “All the lawyers
are united for one cause, which is

to make Pakistan a truly demo-
cratic country.”

About 50 pro-Zardari law-
yers also gathered in the city, with
one of their leaders Qazi Bashir
charging that “hidden hands are
conspiring against the demo-
cratic system of Pakistan.” Wear-
ing their trademark black jackets
and punching their fists in the air,
about 100 lawyers also marched
under tight security from the
Supreme Court to parliament
chanting: “We stand by the judi-
ciary.”
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Between Nigeria and Indonesia

By Aisha Umar who was in Indonesia
©
S nations’ economies all
over the globe slowly
recover from the global
economic crisis, the need to re-
align and search out new busi-

"X '\ ness alliances has become very

evident.

Many countries are re-think-
ing their old trade partnerships
based on how badly or otherwise
their partners have suffered in the
last one year. Others are strategi-
cally re-positioning themselves
to create new economic balances
for long-term national economic
stability.

Nigeria and Indonesia share
points of historical,’ social and
cultural similarity. Both nations
are highly multi-ethnic with
more than 300 distinct ethnic
groups each, have avast popula-
tion (Nigeria, 150 million (est.);
Indonesia, 230 million (est.). Both
countries have also come out of
long periods ofdictatorships and
have experienced the ‘resource
curse”

They are combating poverty
and unemployment, inadequate
infrastructure, corruption, a
complex regulatory environment,
and unequal resource distribution
among regions.

Speaking to the visiting jour-
nalists, the Indonesian Director
of African Affairs, lwa Mulyanae
revealed that the trade volume
between Nigeria and Indonesia
in 2007 had stood at $803 mil-
lion, but had declined drastically
to $204 million in 2008.

Despite this, he believes that
more can be achieved if the two
countries utilize the potentials
they have. A sign of this is the
growth witnessed in 2009. As at
September 2009, the trade volume
had increased by about a 100%
from 2008.

e believes that the pres-

ence of over sixteen

Indonesian companies
playing major roles in the Nige-
rian market and that offive Nige-
rian companies playing similar
roles in Indonesia boded well for
the future the trade partnership
between the two countries.

The  similarities  shared
between these two giants, though
on different continents makes
it likely that each can have les-
sons that will benefit the other.
Already, it seems they are towing
the‘same path to reviving their
economies.

Implementation of financial
sector reforms, new tax regimes
and greater monitoring ofthe cap-
ital markets are some of the steps
that Nigeria has taken recently
which seem to be borrowed leaves
from the Indonesian path.

Presently, Indonesia has suc-
ceeded somehow in keeping the
percentage of its citizens below
poverty line low (17.8%) even
though the country has an unem-
ployment rate of 8.4% of its 112

¢
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INDONESIAN Director of African Affairs, Iwa Mulyanae, speaking to Nigerian journalists in Indonesia.

million labor force. Nigeriawhich
has a 2.9% unemployment rate
among her 57.2 million labor
force still has over 45% ofher pop-
ulation living below poverty line.

Presently, both countries are
not prominent trade partners and
share similarities in their major
export products, petroleum, nat-
ural gas and agricultural products
which make the likelihood of a
huge change in this equation dif-
ficult to predict.

However, Indonesias boom-
ing textile, chemical fertilizers,
automotive parts and mining
exports can find a ready market
in Nigeria.

The recent trade expo organ-
ized by the Indonesian Trade
Promotion Centre (ITPC) in
Indonesia from- October 28 to
November 1, 2009 had Nigeria
among its principal targets and
was designed as a forum to excite
business oriented individuals into
exploring new venture opportuni-
ties with Indonesia.

major drive of Nigerias

recent administrations is

the quest to bring in for-
eign investors to help re-build its
economy. With Nigerias manu-
facturing sector still struggling,
finding quality and reliable prod-
uct alternatives to meet her pop-
ulations needs remains apriority
which business men can quickly
capitalize on. Asian markets
have in recent times proved to be

capable of providing such alter-
natives and the similarities in the
histories and cultures of the two
countries should make Indone-
sia-Nigeria business partnerships
easier to cement as several mutual
grounds can be exploited.

n this way, Indonesia’s exports
can help in not only meeting
the needs of the Nigerian
consumer but exports such as
machinery and building materi-
als can be ofimmense value to the
resuscitation of the manufactur-
ing sector of the economy. Indo-
nesia could target core industries
such as textiles and,automobiles
and become major suppliers of
the needed technological back-
bone that they can grow on.
Nigerias ambassador to Indo-
nesia, Ibrahim Baba Mai-Sule also
spoke on the similarities between
the two countries. “We have had a
number of political and bilateral
relationships; we are also trying
to build an educational coop-
eration relationship just like we
have with Malaysia but the prob-
lem has always been that of lan-
guage because most of their pro-
grammes here are run in Basha
- an Indonesian language. There
are only two universities that run
programmes in English language
at both undergraduate and post
graduate levels: the University
of Indonesia and The President
University; they both run pro-
grammes in English language,”

he said.

“We are also visiting some
tourism sites here to see how we
can cooperate. One oftheir major
sources ofincome here is actually
tourism. As you know we have
Tourism Corporation and Tour-
ism Institute in Nigeria and we
believe they can cooperate with
the tourism industry here.”

The Ambassador believes too
that there are lessons Nigeria can
learn from the Asian country.
Indonesia has been successful in
utilizing Public Private Partner-
ship (PPP) especially in construc-
tion and maintenance of roads
and toll gate which have been very
thorny issues for Nigeria.

“We have made our sub-
missions to our government
in regards to these through the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. As a
matter of fact, in October 2008,
we had a seminar on investments
opportunities in Nigeria which
was well attended and co-spon-
sored by Indorama, an Indonesian
company operating in Nigeria. |
think what we basically need now
in Nigeria is infrastructure- roads
and power,” he stated.

S tatistics from the Nigerian
Embassy say that as at 2009
there are over 2,000 Nige-

rians living in Indonesia but less

than 1,000 are registered with the
embassy. “Right now, there are
quite a number of Nigerians in
prison and on death row for vari-

ous reasons and we are doing the
best we can to assist them. I have
just received an invitation from
the ambassador of Brazil whose
nationals are also among those in
detention or on death row. Oth-
ers are Thailand, Australia, Neth-
erlands and Nepal and we are try-
ing to see what these countries
could do in terms of assisting our
nationals in detention.

The meeting will also discuss
how we can improve our relation-
ship with the host country. How-
ever, | believe that the positive
contribution of Nigerians here
outweighed the negatives”, the
Ambassador claimed.

H e told the journalists that
of the 20 Nigerians on
death row as at 2008, two

had been executed in June. There

are still over 80 Nigerians in vari-
ous prisons across Indonesia and

20 others in immigration deten-

tion camps.

“The consular officer herevis-
its them from time to time to see
what assistance we can render to
them. For those in detention who
want to go backhome and can pay
for their tickets, we can issue them
an emergency Travelling Certifi-
cate (TC). The embassy cannot
provide tickets for them; we can
only assist with the TC,” Baba
Mai-Sule said.

Three Nigerian Journalist
where sponsored by Indonesian
Embassy.
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Snipers harass US, Afghan
troops moving in Marjah

SNIPER teams attacked US
Marines and Afghan troops across
the Taliban haven of Marjah, as
several gun battles erupted yes-
terday on the third day ofa major
offensive to seize the extremists’
southern heartland.

Multiple firefights broke out
in different neighbourhoods as
American and Afghan forces
worked to clear out pockets
of insurgents and push slowly
beyond parts of the town they
have claimed. With gunfire com-
ing from several directions all day
long, troops managed to advance
only 500 yards (meters) deeper as
they fought off small squads of
Taliban snipers.

“There’s still a good bit of
the land still to be cleared,” said
Capt. Abraham Sipe, a Marine
spokesman. “We’re moving at a
very deliberative pace.” The mas-
sive offensive in the Marjah area
— the largest Taliban stronghold
and a key opium trafficking hub,

involves about 15,000 US, Afghan
and British troops and is the big-
gestjoint operation since the 2001
US-led invasion of Afghanistan.

Yesterday, Afghan military
officials gave a more optimistic
view of the progress being made,
with Brig. Gen. Sher Mohammad
Zazai saying Afghan and NAT<3
forces have largely contained the
insurgents and succeeded in gain-
ing trust from residents, who have
pointed out mine locations.

Today there is no major
movement of the enemy. South
of Marjah they are very weak.
There has been low resistance.
Soon we will have Marjah cleared
of enemies,” Zazai said at abrief-*
ing in Lashkar Gab, the provin-
cial capital of Helmand province.
He added that only three Afghan
troops had been injured.

Interior Minister Hanif Atmar
said he expected some insurgent
fighters had already fled the area
in advance of the offensive, pos-

sibly heading to the Pakistan bor-
der. The enemy “had ample time
to flee. Our intention was known
to both our public and the enemy,”
he said.

However, the mission faced a
setback on Sunday when two U.S.
rockets slammed into a home
outside Marjah, killing 12 civil-
ians. NATO said yesterday that
the rockets missed their target by
about 600 meters, or about athird
ofamile. NATO had earlier said
the rockets missed their target by
just 300 meters.

Six children were among the
dead from the rocket strike, a
NATO military official confirmed
Monday, speaking on condition
of anonymity because the infor-
mation had not been formally
released. British Chief of the
Defense Staff Air Chief Marshal
Sir Jock Stirrup called the off-tar-
get strike a “very serious setback”
in efforts to win the support of
local communities.

Australian court sentences 5 men
In terrorist plot

FIVE Muslims were sentenced
yesterday to 23 to 28 years in
prison in Australia for stockpiling
explosive chemicals and firearms
for terrorist attacks on unspecified
targets. -

Justice Anthony Whealy ofthe
New South Wales Supreme Court
expressed little hope the men
could be rehabilitated, saying they
were motivated by “intolerant,
inflexible religious conviction”
and had shown contempt for the
Australian government, its leaders
and laws.

Whealy noted the men
remained dangerous and unre-
pentant, appearing to “wear their
imprisonment like some kind of
badge of honour.” “Each man}
conviction was that the plight of
Muslims in other lands demanded
violent action in this country to
redress those wrongs and, through
fear and panic in the community,
to change the governments poli-
cies,” he said.

The men, aged 25 to 44, were
found gquilty last October on
charges linked to preparing a

terrorist act between July 2004
and November 2005. The men,
Australian-born or naturalized
citizens with Muslim immigrant
backgrounds, all pleaded inno-
cent. They stockpiled explosive
chemicals and firearms, though
it was not established where they
would target.

During the trial, aformer asso-
ciate of the suspects testified the
group had considered bombing
an Australian Rules football final
in Melbourne in 2005 that was
attended by almost 92,000 people.
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Yanukovych's inauguration in
Ukraineto beFeb.25

VIKTOR Yanukovych will be
inaugurated Feb. 25 as the new
president of Ukraine despite
Prime Minister Yulia Tymosh-
enkos challenges to the election,
a party official said yesterday.

Anna German, the vice chair-
woman of Yanukovych’ Party of
Regions, also told The Associated
Press that Yanukovych is consid-
ering offering the prime minister’s
office to banking magnate Sergei
Tigipko — one ofhis rivals in the
presidential ballot — or one of
several other candidates.

‘No one has been given an
offer, buthe isone on alist ofcan-
didates for the post,” German said.

Tigipko came in third place
during the first round of the presw
dential ballot Jan. 17, and has said
he would accept the prime minis-
tersjob if it were offered.

Tymoshenko, who apparently
lost the presidential runoff Feb.
7, has refused to concede. She is
now pressing to prove her claims
of election fraud in court before
Yanukovych is inaugurated,
her campaign chief Alexander
Turchinov said yesterday.

“Tomorrow the court bat-
tle begins,” Turchinov said in
televised remarks. “The court
must reach a conclusion before
the inauguration. Otherwise the
process has no point.”

Tymoshenko’ hopes of prov-
ing the election was rigged
received another blow Monday
from European election moni-
tors, who have deemed the elec-
tion fair.

Joao Soares, the head of the
observation mission from the
Organization for Security and
Cooperation in Europe, or OSCE,
denied Tymoshenko claims that
the organization observers were
ready to support her court chal-
lenge with video evidence ofelec-

*

tion fraud.

“The OSCE does not have any
video evidence of election fraud
as she reportedly claimed in a
speech last Saturday,” Soares said
in a statement yesterday.

German urged Tymoshenko
to resign as prime minister and
to stop “flooding” the courts
with complaints. “This is just a
shortsighted attempt to delay the
ascension to power of our new
president,” German said.

Yanukovych’ party is in talks
with other parties to create a new
coalition in parliament that could
oust Tymoshenko from her post.

Ifshe is forced out, it would be
a further repudiation of the pro-
Western Orange Revolution of
2004. The Orange movement that
year protested the presidential
vote and the courts overturned
Yanukovychs election victory
due to widespread fraud. A revote
brought Tymoshenko and Presi- '
dent Viktor Yushchenko to power
on the back of massive street dem-
onstrations.

But the two Orange leaders
quickly fell out, contributing to a
paralyzed political system. Now
some of Yushchenko’ support-
ers in parliament are expected to
join acoalition with Yanukovych’
party.

German said the Party of
Regions had decided to delay the
inauguration so that Yushchenko,
once their political adversary,
could celebrate his 56th birthday
Feb. 23 while still in office. In a
statement, mYushchenko called
on the court yesterday to review
Tymoshenko’s claims “legally and
swiftly”in order to allow the legit-
imate transfer of power.

Also yesterday, Russian Presi-
dent Dmitry Medvedev invited
Yanukovych to visit Moscow in
the near future.
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N This Is to Invite the attention of Ibrahim
~ Dutsenma Boyl of Unipetrol, Adeola
Ajose, Victoria Island, Lagos, a donee of
a Power of Attorney over plot 304
Cadastral Zone 09-07 Karu District, or
anybody deriving title from or through
him to contact the Director Lands, AGIS
within 2 weeks from the date of this
publication.

Failure to comply with above will lead
the authority Into taking the next
available legal option.

Signed:
MANAGEMENT
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): Enrolment can be made by phone to the DBI Marketing Department (Cali: For Abuja Progrstmaes:
Programmes: 01 -7360444,08036440223: For Kano Programmes: 064-895230), or E-mail: marketing@dbieducation.oig

9-6759303,6703144, 08036062017,0806S343760; For Lagos

fil:
the DBI Accountsoffices,
For complete listing of scheduled courses and up-to-date information regarding the entire portfolio or our education training programmes, as well as the applicable fees, course outlines and much
more, please visit the DBl website at tiwHuMiedumtuM.arg
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MALARIA CONSORTIUM

Malaria Specialists: Nigeria

Malaria Consortium (www.malariaconsortium.org) is a leading international 0
organization working in Africa and Asia as well as at international level on o
communicable disease control, particularly malaria.

« We are seeking qualified and experienced personnel fora proposed USAID

materia project that will support the National Materia Control Program
The project will increase the quality, access, and uptake of
specific malaria control interventions, including insecticide-treated nets
(ITNs), artemisinin-based combination therapies (ACTSs), rapid diagnostic

(NMCP).

DAILY TRUST

Malaria diagnostics
Long lasting insecticidal net distributions
0 Materia in pregnancy and intermittent preventative treatment

* Capacity building and training / skill transfer in the area of malaria

the area of health

tests (RDTs), and intermittent preventive treatment (IPTp) to pregnant

women. The project will include the public health sector and the formal and
in addition to scale-up and delivery of
interventions, the project will strengthen the management capacity of the
State Ministry of Health and Local Government Area health personnel to
provide planning and oversight of malaria interventions and improve the
ability of the focus states and NMCP to monitor and evaluate malaria

informal private health sector,

interventions.

We are currently looking for qualified candidates to fill a number of
different positions. Candidates with qualifications and strong experience
in any of the following areas are invited to submit their applications. The

areas include:

* Policy level and/or implementation level experience in:

Requirements

Application procedure

and email

0 Malaria treatment facilities and communities

ADVERTORIAL

« Public private partnerships and work with the commercial sector in

* Management, operations and logistics related to disease control
programmes especially malaria

* 3-5years ofrelevant experience

¢ Diploma or Masters qualification as minimum

< Nigerian nationals are preferred however qualified candidates from
othercountries in the region may apply.

Candidates who fully meet the above requirements should submit a detailed CV
together with a covering letter explaining how you are suited for the position

Please include a daytime telephone contact and three referees (with telephone
contacts).
hmigeria@montroseafrica.com by 26th February 2010.

Submissions should be emailed to
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Bharti eyes Africa In
$11 bn bid for Zain assets

BHARTI Airtel is -in exclusive talks to
buy most of Kuwaiti telecom group
Zain’s African business, the Indian firms
third attempt at gaining a foothold in a
continent that offers a last opportunity
for major subscriber growth.

Under the exclusivity period the
companies have until March 25 to seal
the $10.7 billion deal - the second largest
in the industry this year after Mexican
tycoon Carlos Slimsmove tp consolidate
his telecoms empire.

Bharti, controlled by billionaire
Chairman Sunil Mittal and Zain said the
deal was still subjectto due diligence and
regulatory approvals.

But Mohamed Al Kharafi, chairman
of Kuwaits Kharafi group, which owns
11.47 percent of Zain through one ofits
units, told Indian television he was confi-
dentadeal would go through and that an
all-cash transaction was planned.

The move by Bharti, which is 30 per-
cent-owned by Singapore Telecommuni-
cations Ltd, follows two failed attempts
to buy South Africas MTN Group in a
$24 billion deal.

Analysts expect Bharti to raise debt to
finance the Zain acquisition having last
year scrapped a planned $3 billion to $4
billion loan linked to its planned tie-up
with MTN.

ANZ, Barclays Capital, Bank of
Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ, BNP Paribas,
Citigroup, DBS Bank, State Bank of
India and Standard Chartered Bank
were among the lenders shortlisted for
that deal, according to Thomson Reu-
ters LPC.

Bharti has been hunting for emerging
market assets as its home turfbecomes
fiercely competitive. New entrants into
the world’ fastest-growing mobile mar-
ket have triggered a vicious price war
which has seen some call charges slashed
to afraction ofa U.S. cent. Bharti posted
its slowest profit growth in more than
three years for the December quarter.

“The competitive pressure in the
Indian telecoms sector is so high that
players such as Bharti will have to rede-
fine themselves and look for overseas
expansion, said Rishi Sahai, director at
M&A advisory firm Cogenc'e Advisors.

Chances of a deal happening this
time are very high unless some regula-
tory issues come up.”
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However, Bhartis share price slumped
more than 9 percent at the close of the
Mumbai market, wiping around $2.4 bil-
lion off the firm’s market value and mark-
ing their biggest daily fall since October 6,
amid fears that the Zain deal may prove
expensive.

Bharti is offering a high price. Zain%
board should bite their hand off,” said a
London-based telecoms banker, who is not
involved in the deal.

“They are probably thinking they need
to get a deal in Africa before anyone else
that has ambitions there.”

Kharafi said if the deal goes ahead
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Bharti aims to pay $10 billion in April
for the African assets of Zain, which have
$2 billion of debt on its books, and the
remaining $700 million by the end of
the year.

Africa represents about 62 percent of
Zain% 64.7 million customers, butonly 15
percent ofits group net profit.

Zain’s bgard has approved the sale to
Bharti, a person familiar with the issue
said on Sunday.

Standard Chartered and Barclays are
advisers to Bharti, while UBS is advising
Zain, sources said.
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BankPHBcuts
salary by 35%

From kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

WORKERS of Bank PHB say their salaries
have been slashed by 35 percent, a condition
for them to remain in the service of the bank.

The bank’s Managing Director Cyril Chuk-
wumabh said yesterday the bank has not cutany
workers pay.'

f  Daily Trust can authoritatively reveal that
: the staff of the bank got their January salary
slashed by 35 percent.

Some ofthe staffincluding senjor officials
of the bank told Daily Trust under condition
ofanonymity last night that their January sala-
ries were cut by 35 per cent and that this also
depends on the level.

An official of the bank said the measure
was not new in the industry, adding that those
banks which were not affected by the recent
reforms by the Central Bank ofNigeria (CBN)
also cut their salary.

He said th” salaries of bank workers were
high because of competition that followed
the 2005 consolidation in banks. He said the
reduction would continue.

Another staff told Daily Trust that they
have accepted their fate to continue to work,
adding that it would have been worse if they
send them out ofjobs. 1

The banks MD in aresponse to atext mes-
sage sent to him by our reporter yesterday said,

1 do not know the source ofyour information
but provision for staff payments have never
| been cut by 35 per cent.”
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How $20bn excess crude
account shrankto $4.2bn

By Idris Ahmed -

POLITICAL rather than eco-
nomic considerations were
behind the sharing of Nigerias
excess crude account by the three
tiers ofgevernment.

From arobust sum qf $20 bil-
liOn™Nin January 2009, the account
has nt)w been reduced to $4.2
billion through successive with-
drawals from the account.

While the need for eco-
nomic development was always
advanced for the sharing of the
money, lack of development in
all spheres of the nations build-
ing has shown otherwise.

The recent approval by the
acting President Jonathan Good-
luck for the states to share $2 bil-
lion from the account has clearly
shown its political undertone.

According to fillers, it was
because the state governors sup-
ported the acting Presidency of
Jonathan that he hastily approved
the sharing even though Presi-
dent Umaru Musa Yaradua con-

gysujise
CAPACIT¥
WMLOWIM

sistently refused the governors’
demand for several months."*

When the account was cre-
ated in 2004, the Revenue
Mobilization Allocation apd
Fiscal Commission (RMAFC)
contested it (and still contesting
it) on the ground of its legality.
The Commission said that the
constitution only provides for
a federation account where all
revenue accruing to the govern-
ment is lodged.

However, the account contin-
ues to exist and maintained by
the government through which
several amounts were deducted
almost on monthly basis to argu-
ment shortfalls from govern-
ment revenue.

The account had a balance
of $20 billion as early as Janu-
ary 2009, but in February of that
year, the Federation Account
Allocation Committee recom-
mended the sharing of $2 bil-
lion after the state governors
mounted pressure on the federal
government to share $4 billion.

Vacancy

From the balance of $18 bil-
lion, the National Economic
Council (NEC) approved $5.3
billion to fund the federal gov-
ernments power intervention.
The amount was taken in April,
2009.

The money was supposed
to help in the realisation of the
6000MW the President promised
butcould not deliver to Nigerians
atthe end of December 2009.

Between June and August
2009, $4 billionwas shared by the
government, after the state gov-
ernorswent to court praying that
the whole amount in the reserve
be shared.

After this, another $2 billion
was shared by the government in
the heat of global economic crisis
that drastically reduced interna-
tional oil price.

As the global economic cri-
sis persisted towards the end of
2009, federal government took
$2 billion and injected into the
economy as economic stimulus.

While all these deductions

were made, Nigerians say they
have not seen any impact to jus-
tify the spending.

Itcould be recalled thatwhen
the $5.3 billion was released by
the Accountant General Officein
April last year, many feared that
the politicianswould use it for the
2011 electioneering campaign.

The inability of government
to deliver the 6000MW last year,
many believe attested to the fact
that the money would go into
political campaign rather than
into any economic development.

Last year, Chairman of
RMAFC Engineer Haman Tukur
advised that the excess crude
money be tied to specific prior-
ity projects instead of putting it
into any account.

While the excess crude
account is drying up, Nigerians
continue to experience problems
of electricity, acute water supply,
bad road network, decaying hos-
pitals and healthcare, neglect of
schools and lack of serious efforts
to address the decaying railway.

Nigeria requires $100bn
to fix infrastructure
- Babalola

By Idris Ahmed

Pact Nigeria, located in Abuja, is the Nigerian country office of Pact, which is an
independent international non-profit organization headquartered in Washington,
DC, USA. Pact's mission is to “build empowered communities, effective
governments and responsible private institutions that give people an
opportunity for a better life through strengthening the capacity of
organizations and institutions to be good service providers, represent their
stakeholders, network with othersfor learning and knowledge sharing, and
advocatefor social,economicandenvironmentaljustice.

Pact Nigeria is currently expanding its program portfolio and seeks suitable and |
qualified candidates to fill the following positions:

Senior Civil Society Strengthening Program Coordinator (Based in
Lagos, with trips to Warn)

Senior Civil Society Specialist (Based in Bauchi)

Senior Civil Society Specialist (Based in Sokoto)

Program Officer for Budget Transparency and Expenditure
Tracking (Based in Abuja) #
Programmatic Capacity Building Officer (Based in Abuja)
Programmatic Capacity Building Officer (Based tn Bauchi)
Programmatic Capacity Building Officer (Based in Sokoto)
Finance and Admin Capacity Building Officer (Based in Bauchi)
finance and Admin Capacity Building Oificer (Based in Sokoto)

For more in depth job descriptions and application information to any o f these
positions, please go to httjps//3rww.pactnigeria.org/ jobs

(NOTE: Website now up to date)

Please note that each of the above positions will be closed and taken
off the website on February 24 *2010.

NIGERIA requires about $100billion to putin place
the needed key infrastructure in the next five years,
Minster of State for Finance Remi Babalola has said.

He said transformational leadership, physical
infrastructure development, macroeconomic stabil-
ity and the deregulation of the downstream petro-
leum sector are fundamental for a new prosperous
Nigeria. He said this yesterday at the 2010 edition
ofthe Oba Oladele Olashore Annual Lecture at the
Obafemi Awolowo University, lle-l1fe, Osun State.

A statement from the Ministers spokesman
Oluyinka Akintunde said the minister explained
that the existence ofahuge resource gap for govern-
ment had thrown up the urgent need for alternative
funding source for infrastructure.

He said the issue of funding infrastructural
projects was being addressed through public pri
vate partnership (PPP).

He siid: “We need to urgendy build a capable
state wherein peace, security and private enterprise
are guaranteed over a sustained period.

“This requires an enabling political and legal
environment for economic growth and equitable
wealth distribution with sound macro-economic
management, institutional reform and overhaul in
human capital development.’

The Minister said that diversion of scarce
resources in the form of petroleum subsidieswhich
amounted to N 1.8 trillion in the last four years will
not be sustained in the long-run.

He said: “Therefore, full deregulation of die oil
and gas sector remains very imperative. This will
encourage investment in refining and marketing
infrastructures. “The legal and regulatory frame-
work for the comprehensive reform ofthis sector is
currently being considered by the National Assem-
bly.”

IMansur rejects poor
budget implementation
by MDAS

By Idris Ahmed &Yunus Abdulhamid

FINANCE Minister Dr Mansur
Muhtar has described the poor
performance of budget from
some Ministries, Departments
and Agencies (MDASs) as inex-
cusable.

He said despite the effort
by the federal government to
ease difficulties encountered in
budget implementation, only 60
percent was achieved at the end
0f2009.

He said this yesterday at the
opening of a two-day workshop
on Strengthening ‘Budget Imple-
mentation for Enhanced Project
Execution and Service Ddwery
holding in Abuja. It was organ-

so far has

ised by the Budget Office of the
Federation

Following a vimilar workshop
held in March last year, identified
challenges were ttckkd head on
but despite financial resources
placed at the disposal of MDAs,
many of them were unable to
deliver on the(priorities of gov-
ernment, the minister said.

He said: Dunng the bilateral
discussions and budget defence
meetings that led to the finali-
sation of the 2010 budget, many
MDAs clamoured for additional
resources in excess of their 2009
capital votes but were unable
to demonstrate commensu-
rate executive capacity to justify
increased allocations.

Director General of the
Budget Office of the Federation
Dr Bright Okogu also said the
workshop was necessitated “by
the outcome of our experience
with the implementation of the
2009 budget, which so far has
been less than anticipated.”

He said it was government
determination to focus on deliv-
erables rather than on mere allo-
cation ofresourcesamongstcom-
peting needs, saying it is critical
that moneys voted in budget,
especially for capital projects are
actually spent on such projects.

“Itisnot athingofjoyto usto
see funds returned to the Treas-
ury at the end of the fiscal year
on grounds of inability of MDA
to implement budgets,” he said.

The Budget Office boss said
in many countries of the world,
the volume of fund allocationsis
partly related to the inability of
the MDAs to effectively utilise
what is given them in previous
year. “We should be moving in
that direction,” he said.
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From Hisham Habib, Kano

POWER Holding Company of
Nigeria (PHCN) said it has spent
N2.7 billion to upgrade, repair
and installed new equipment in
Kano.

MuhammaH Tunde Balogun,
the Chief Executive Officer of
the Kano Electricity Distribution

Tuesday, February 16,2010

Company, a subsidiary of PHCN
told newsmen yesterday in Kano.

He with the purchase of an
additional 150MVA power trans-
former to the Kumbotso trans-
mission station with the existing
300MVA transmission capacity
in the region, power supply in
Kano and its neighbouring states
- Katsina and Jigawa - would

PHCN spends N2.7bn on
power In Kano

improve.

He said various feeders have
been re-conducted across the zone
to reduce load shedding in some
places. He said the projects are
designed to improve power supply
to the numerous customers.

He said efforts are made in up-
rating the existing 33/11KV trans-
former in the region.

He said that over 160 additional
distribution transformers have
been installed to lift the installed
distribution capacity by 67TMVA.

Engineer Musa Musa Gumel,
the Assistant General Manager
in charge of transmission, went
round the Kumbotso transmis-
sion station with newsmen said
the new transformer replaced an

earlier transformer of the same
capacity, which went down at the
point ofinstallation.

He said the generation, trans-
mission and distribution make up
the grid and that they rely on the
national control centre which allo-
cates electricity supply, depending
on generation, to all parts of the
country.

ABCON President
promises

closer ties with
regulatory
authorities

From Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

THE newly elected Presi-
dent of the Association of
Bureaux De Change Oper-
ators of Nigeria (ABCON)
Dr. Emmanuel Balogun has
promised to ensure closer
working relationship with
the regulatory authorities.

"Top on our agenda is
to pursue a closer work-
ing relationship with our
main regulatory body, the
CBN and the other relevant
agencies to ensure harmo-
nious relationship with the
BDCs, which is critical to
future development and
progress of the subsector”;
he said shortly after his
election atthe Annual Gen-
eral Meeting/election ofthe
association on Saturday.

“We will maintain good
rapportwith these agencies
so as to facilitate improved
operational efficiency and
profitability of our mem-
bers. Specifically, we will
pursue further expansion
of the business of BDCs
so that we can offer more
products and services to
our teeming clientele”, he
said.

The out-going Presi-
dent of the association
Alhaji Farouk Suleiman
has raised alarm over the
repeated kidnapping and
death of their members by
armed robbers in the coun-
try. He called on all security
agencies to stand up to their
constitutional responsibil-
ity.

He said it is necessary
to safeguard the security of
the members ofthe associa-
tion as men of the under-
world have capitalized on
the sensitive nature of their
business to unleash terror
on them.

LEFT to Right: South Africa High Commissioner to Nigeria Mr. Kingsley MamabSfo, Chief E~cutive OffkSr, Stanbic IBTC Bank Mr Chris
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CBN rewards
entrepreneurs

By Muideen Olaniyi

THE Growing Businesses Foundation
(GBF) in collaboration with Central
Bank ofNigeria (CBN) and Citibank have
rewarded entrepreneurs at the CBN’s 4th
Annual Microfinance Conference/Entre-
preneurship Awards in Abuja.

The awards are in recognition of the
extraordinary contributions the recipi-
ents have made to the economic stability
of their families and their communities,
CBN Governor Sanusi Lamido Sanusi
said at the event.

The awardees were selected from the
six geo-political zones of the country
under the categories of Most Innova-
tive Product, Employment Generation,
Most Marketed Product, Micro Business
Model, Best National Farmer and Best
Woman Entrepreneur.

The President/Founder GBF Dr.
Ndidi Nnoli-Edozien said GBF was
formed as a non-profit organization to
promote sustainable economic develop-

ment led by socially responsible busi-
nesses via collaboration between busi-
nesses, governments and non-profit
organizations.

Nnoli-Edozien added that the organ-
ization was set up to be the leading plat-
form for Corporate Social Responsibil-
ity (CSR) and economic development in
Nigeria through non-governmental and
non-profit operations.

She encouraged the youths to take
their destiny into their hands and that
no amount of the fear of failure should
deter them from achieving their goals of
self sustenance.

She said that GBF operates across 34
states of the Federation. She said it has
directly or indirectly impact the lives of
over two million Nigerians.

She said the organization has invested
in and promoted partnerships in more
than 22 micro finance institutions, 576
cooperatives and community based
organizations, four micro finance banks
and thousands of entrepreneurs.

%ﬂd ? outing South Africa Deputy High

FAO lauds cassava processing plants

By Sunday Williams

THE Food and Agricul-
ture Organization (FAO)
has lauded the Cassava
Processing Plant project
established by the Com-
mon Fund for Commod-
ity (CFC) in collaboration
with Federal -Ministry of
Commerce and Industry
and International Institute
of Tropical Agriculture
(IITA) in Nasarawa State
andFCT.

FAO representative Dr.
Adam Prakash said this
during the inspection of
the processing plants in
Masaka and Kuje. He said
the next line of interven-
tion for the project will be
the facilitation of alterna-
tive energy such as solar for
the operation ofthe cassava
processing plants.

He said that there is
hope for cassava pellet to
be used to fire the drying

process of gari produc-
tion instead ofusing wood
which has environmental
impact and expressed sat-
isfaction with the quality
of cassava fofo flour pro-
duced from the processing
plants.

Dr. Adam disclosed that
FAO would ensure free
interest loan for the second
intervention of the project,
stressing that FAO is more
interested in the happiness
and fair treatment of farm-
ers in the whole chain of
Cassava value chain.

Earlier, the proprie-
tor of Joe Beg Bajju Cas-
sava Processing Plant in
Nasarawa state solicited for
financial support to expand
the production of cassava
flour and expressed his
appreciation to CFC, IITA
and Federal Ministry of
commerce and Industry for
the actualization ofthe Cas-
sava processing plant.



On the streets of the nation, a peculiar battle of supremacy appears
to be slowly taking place with its own societal consequences.

hold ups in‘the cities they Ji§t adusth@nwhere he or she finds,

ByTosin Omoniyi

BIMBOLA Omoniyi
practically lived all
her years in Europe,

and was only privileged to
come home once in a while
to see members of her family.
The only time she spent that
exceeded two weeks was when
she came to conduct her tradi-
tional wedding with her heart-
throb. She recallswith relish the
excitement she felt when she
came home during that period.
She saysthat attimes she wished
she had actually spent more
time back in Nigeria because
the homeliness and boisterous
nature of her countrymen and
women, is unequalled by any

POSTERS posters everywhere.

group in any part of the globe.
‘The Nigerian people are one
ofakind. No wonder they are
described as the happiest peo-
ple on the surface of the earth.
Even with the harsh economic
condition prevalent here, they
still go about their business
with passion and joy. It even
astounded several of my white
friends that came back home,
to savour what it felt like mar-
rying in the African way,, she
enthuses.

Two things however
stunned not only the soft spo-
ken medical scientist , but
several of her foreign friends
who spanned several nation-
alities, German, American and
French: the nerve wracking

«

ited, and curiously, the man-
ner in which posters and ban-
ners of all sorts, were pasted
haphazardly everywhere they
went. The initial euphoria they
felt, according to Bimbo, was
quickly taken over by amaze-
ment at how carelessly the
posters were displayed at every
corner and available space, the
originators could find. Accord-
ing to a statement credited to
Nicole, a clo™e friend of the
bride, ‘this can only happen
in very few parts of my coun-
try, and ifat all itwould be in
downtown areas were laws for-
bidding such were a little bit
lax. To a large extent nobody
would think of pasting posters

and certainly not in metropoli-
tan areas. Such a person would
be seized immediately not by
security officials , but by pas-
sersbywho maythink he or she
is psychologically disturbed.
Buthere in Nigeria this appears
to be the reverse.’

he amazement of the
group was further com-
pounded when they

.observed that even the ways

the posters and notices were
pasted revealed a sort of strug-
gle. “You could see evidence
of madness in the manner in
which the whole thing was
being done. Someone would
paste a notice on a spot, and
you wyill find another person
pasting his or her notice on the
exact spot. Due to the fact that
most of my friends had science
backgrounds which sharpened
their senses, we could all notice
these little observations. Even
notices that had current infor-
mation were defaced by oth-
ers, mostly political ones , and
in some places we saw total
chaos asposters ofall sorts were
posted over one another, some
actually having several layers. It
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EVEN public utilities are not spared in the war of the p

was incredulous what we saw
and I had atough time trying to
rationalize the whole scenario
to my colleagues, Bimbo noted.

he current manner in

which Nigerians of all

classes have reduced
the passing of information to
their fellow nationals, has been
seen by not a few as distressing.
At every street corner or avail-
able space in major cities ofthe
federation .including the capi-
tal city, posters and banners of
all sorts can be seen displayed
carelessly for all to see. A visit

particularly to spots und
numerous bridges in

will reveal that the sud
ing pillars of such ova
bridges, have been ina
ently turned to emer|
and attimes, permanentl
boards, where all man
information are passed |
to pedestrians and mo
alike. Such notices inch

are notlimited to politica
paign posters, notices ofi
cies, advertisementofpr
and services and even iij
bizarre cases, notices

and found items. The bJ

| 1 The initial euphoria they felt, according to
Bimbo, was quickly taken over by amazemel
at how carelessly the posters were displayed

at every corner and available space the.
originators could find.
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seize every inch ofavailable places has become
a battle for the fittest with its own unique ‘vic-
tors and vanquished.”On available spaces on the
walls of streets, especially in sub urban areas of
the capital city, the struggle is taking a discon-
certing turn, making many to wonder if there
are no laws in place to check the menace. In
some cases fisticuffs and outright battles have
occurred between contestants over the defacing
of posters by others who go ahead to paste over
already occupied spaces.

unday Adeniyi, a journalist practicing in
She FCT, recalls with atinge ofhumor how
uring his mandatory one year youth serv-

ice, he and other concerned residents in Gwarg-
wada, asmallvillage in the outskirts ofthe capital
city, had prevented a bloody skirmish between
supporters of two rival parties, when they
engaged one another in a battle of supremacy
over who had the rights to paste posters of their
candidates, over certain portions of the walls
in the area. He said it took the spirited media-
tion of the traditional ruler and some sensible
non partisan youths in the community, before
frayed nerves could be calmed. He recalls: ‘when
I recoimted my experiences to my fellow corps
members ip camp after our service, they were
amazed that such a little incident could cause
trouble, but someone told me that incidents as
minute as that, have been known to claim lives
especially in situations like politics. I think the
relevant authorities should look at ways to stop
thisunwholesome practice ofpasting postersjust

about anywhere.’
hile some may
be pushing for
the enactment of

then maybe going to street
corners like that of Wuse and
Berger to look at walls, would
not be needed,”he responds.

stricter laws to nip the trend

in the bud, others such as
Amaeneken Francis, an unem-
ployed graduate resident in
Abuja, sees nothing wrong in
the act. He believes that the
pasting of job vacancies along
the streets has been a source
of help for many job seekers.
Although he says he has not
benefited yet from such post-
ers, he cannot say the same
thing concerning many more
who have gotten their dream
jobs through contacts they are
able to get from pasted vacan-
cies. ‘Not all of us can afford to
buy newspapers on adaily basis
in our unending search for jobs.
For those of us who fall under
that category what other viable
option do we have, but to go
to such street corners to browse
through the available vacancies
that have been posted by some
considerate companies and
persons needing our services.
Ifthe government had serious
modalities in place to cushion
the pains of the unemployed,

nother  respondent,

Idowu Aka also sees

nothing bad in pasting
notices on street walls, as he
says the end justifies the means.
He notes that, ‘if you cannot
afford to buy placements in the
media to advertise your goods
and services, or to carry out
your political campaigns, and
you find out that you can at
least reach out to as many peo-
ple as possible on the streets
through this method, why not?
At least you would have real-
ized your goals and someone
else would be blessed by read-
ing that notice, that someone
else may be someone who can-
not afford to buy newspapers
to read such notices. You can
see by this process that not one
but several needs would have
been met simultaneously. The
only thing I can say is that there
should be aform ofsanity in the
way they are pasted and that it
should not lead to fights over
spaces. Afterall, nobody is pay-

ing to use such spaces, so why
should there be fights?’

Organizations especially
churches and tutorial centers
have indeed discovered the
new mode of advertisement as
agoldmine. On virtually every
street corner and at major bus
stops , posters introducing the
reader to examination solution
centers, and notices ofcrusades
and church programmes inun-
date the pedestrian.

public affairs analyst
however believes that
even though there may

be no laws banning such prac-
tices, Nigerians should learn
to discipline themselves in
order not to attract ridicule to
themselves, as a lawless nation.
He opines: the mere fact that
something is acceptable does
not make it right. Ifyou need
to paste notices, there are right
ways to do it. Ifyou go to the
ministries where you can find
alot ofworkers, there are des-
ignated notice boards where
you can' paste your message
and reach a wide audience.
Even if you go to the federal
secretariat, the authorities in
their own wisdom have placed
several notice boards for such
purposes and nobody would
charge you for the use. Even
some private companies do the
same. You can easily approach
those who are stricter for per-
mission to paste whatever you
want to paste, and if it will be
beneficial for their staff, they
will surely allow you. But to
be pasting notices everywhere
and even as far as pasting on
the surfaces of public utilities
is the highest degree of wan-
tonness, and this ought to

be curtailed. The authorities
need to as a mark of urgency
provide enough notice boards
across cities where people can
comfortably paste their mes-
sages. In Abuja it has reached
an alarming rate that calls for
concern from the relevant
authorities...”

itus Ndawa, a spokes-
person for the Abuja
Environmental Protec-

tion Agency, AEPB could nc

be reached for comments as at
press time , but a member of
staffwho spoke on his behalf,
noted that the board was equally
concerned about the menace
of indiscriminate pasting of
notices and posters across the
FCT, and would soon fashion
out moves to arrest the unsa-
vory situation. He said that the
modus operandi ofthe agency is
to identify amenace to the capi-
tals clean surroundings, plan
an appropriate response to the
problem, and then quickly move
to effect the necessary solution.
As in the past when we carried
out raids on people who dirty
the surroundings and consti-
tute hazards to the wellbeing of
the society, we have also iden-
tified this as a major challenge.
And even though itappears that
nothing isbeing done atpresent
to check the problem, that does
not mean at the appropriate
time we will not make moves to
atrest offenders. After the nec-
essary machinery is putin place
by the agencys management, we
would move out to effectaposi-
tive change,” he vowed.
Meanwhile until the rel-
evant authorities make the
move, the unique war ofposters
continues unabated on major

ft Toalarge extent nobody
would think of pasting
postersjust anywhere he or
she finds, and certainly not
In metropolitan areas. Such
a person would be seized
immediately not by security
officials, but by passers by
whomaythinkheorshe Is
Dsychologically disturbed.. But
lere in Nigeria this appears to
be the reverse.
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RJKYB to partner
organizations on
basin development

From Rugayyah Yusuf Aliyu, Kano

HADEJIA lamaare Komadugu
Yobe Basin Trust Fund (HIKYB) is
readyto partner with any organiza-
tionwhbse aimis to accelerate devel-
opment in the fund, its Administra-
fftse Secretary Dr Hassan Haruna
Biliyahas said.

He said this when he received
membersofthe monitoring team of
the European Union Commission
under the water supply and sanita-
tion sector reform project in Kano,
according to a statement signed by
the spokesman ofthe fund Moham-
f medDabhiru Idris.

He pledged to put more effort
to continue with some projects
initiated by the EU under the Inte-
grated Water Resources Manage-
ment Project (IWRM) in the basin.
He said the project has a direct
bearing on human development.
He expressed appreciation for the
immense contribution of the EU
under IWRM programme which
promotes the development and
management of water, land and
related resources in the basin.

Hassan explained that the trust
fund was created by Bauchi, Borno,
Jigawa, Kano, Plateau, and Yobe
stateswith the supportofthe federal

government to serve as ajoint plat-
form for addressing water resources
management issues in the Hadejia
Jamaare Komadugu Yobe basin.

He said among the successes
so far recorded by the trust fund
include execution ofinfrastructural
projects such as dykes, control gates
and channel clearance which facili-
tated the desired flow of water in
the basin. In his speech, leader of
the delegation Mr. Raymond Maria
said they were in the state to moni-
tor the Water Supply and Sanitation
Reform programme with aview of
assessing the impact of the projects
in the basin.

Food price increases in Haiti

ByTina A. Hassan

A sharp increase in food prices
is being experienced in Haiti as a
result ofthe earthquake that rocked
the country recently.

The Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO) said the sud-
den food shortage caused by the
earthquake has also led to the sharp
increase in food commodity prices.

According to reports posted by
the body, the country had a good
harvest in the last farming-season
but the destruction caused by the

Conference to

ByTina A. Hassan

A Global Conference on Agricul-
tural Research for Development
whichwould bringtogether leading
scientists, inventors, World Food
prize laureates and farmers has
been scheduled to hold in France
to find a way forward in tackling
global agricultural challenge.
According to the body, the

earthquake has disrupted the mar-
keting channels.

Henri Josserand of the Global
Information and Early Warning
Signal System ofthe body funded by
the European Union said “we’realso
concerned aboutimplications for
the upcoming agricultural sea-
son, starting next month.”

He also added that the price
ofwheat flour has risen 70 per-
cent from average December
prices and imported rice by
20 to 30 percent. Local maize
and black beans, the main com-

strengthen agric

conference seeks to bring together
effortsamong those generating and
using agricultural knowledge at all
levels in order to-strengthen and
refocus agricultural innovations for
better results.

In statement by the body, the
meeting is to serve as a platform
for farmers and researchers to align
prioritieswith concrete policiesand
commitment from donors in order

modities produced in Haiti
have risen by around 30 to 35
percent.

The report states that
about 60 percent of the food
consumed in the country is
imported, further aggravating
the food security of the country.

FAO expressed concerned
over what it described as “non
funding for agriculture” in the
country, calling on world bod-
ies to respond to the food secu-
rity emergency appeal made by
FAO to raise $23 million.

research

to lift billions of people out of pov-
erty and hunger.

The statement also noted that
the meeting would further enable
stakeholders strategize on how to
overcome the challenge ofdoubling
food supply over the next 40 years.

World Food Prize Laureate Dr.
Monty Jones said the “meeting
would mark the beginning of glo-
bal transformation in agriculture.”
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Arik Air
PH-Abuja:
17.30 (Sun);
Abuja-PH:
(Sun);
Lagos-Kano: 12.20pm (Mon-Fri/Sun);Kano-Lagos: 02.35pm (Mon-Fri/

Sun);
Abuja-Kano:

08.45, 1212.50, 17.00 (M on-Fri), 08.45, 17.30 (Sat), 14.40,

07.15, 11.20, 15.30(Mon-Fri), 07.15, 16.00 (Sat) 14.40, 17.30

03:35pm (Mon-Fri/Sun);Kano-Abuja: 05:20pm (Mon-Fri/
Sun);

Abuja-Gombe: 11:10am (Mon, Wed, Fri, Sun);Gombe-Abuja: 12.30pm
(Mon, Wed, Fri, Sun) ; Lagos-Yola:

Lag-Abj 04:50pm, via Abj-Yola 06:45pm (Mon-Fri/ Sun); Yola-Lagos:
Yola-Abj 08:40am, Abj-Lagos 10:20am (Mon-Fri/Sat); Lagos-Maid: .Lag-
Abj 03:50pm, via Abj-Maid 06:00pm (Mon-Fri/Sun); Maid-Lagos: Miud-
Abj 07:30am, via Abj-Lag 09:15am (Mon/Fri/Sat); Abuja-Sokoto: IIflOam
(Mon-Fri); Sokoto-Abuja: 12:50pm (Mon-Fri)

Abuja-Akure oz2:10pm (Mon, Wed and Fri); Akure-Abuja: 08:50am
(Mon, Wed and Fri); Lagos-Kwara: 07:30am, (Mon-Fri) 07.30, 03:50pm
mSat 08:00am, 11:45am Sun; Kwara-Lagos: 4:10pm (Mon-Fri), 01:10pm,
05:30pm Sat 09:45am, 05:00pm Sun

Abuja-Kwara: 03:25pm (Mon-Fri); Kwara-Abuja 01.30pm (Mon-Fri);
Lagos-Jos:09:05am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun); Jos-Lagos: 11.00am (Mon-
Fri/Sat/Sun) |
ABV-QOW 02:30pm (Mon-Fri), 11:30am Sat 03:20pm Sun; Lagos-
Kaduna: 10:20am, o4:10pm (Mon-Fri), 10.20 (Sat/Sun); Kaduna-Lagos:
12:10pm, 06:00pm (Mon-Fri), 12.10 (S9USun); Lagos-Warr: 07:30am
(Mon/Fri) 07:30am, 03:50pifi (Sat), 08:00am, and 11:45am (Sun)

Aero Contractors

Lagos-Kad: 08.00am (MonFri/Sat/Sun)

Kad-Lagos: 09.40am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)

Lagos-Jos: 11.15am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun) j
Jos-Lagos: 13.15pm (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)

Lagos-Abj:

06.50; 13.30; 16.30; 19.45(Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun); 12.30 (Sun)
16.45 (Sat). Abj-Lagos: 07.30; 13.30; 19.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat); 10.30, 14.3&
19.30 (Sun) 18.30(Sat) ; Lagos-Ben: 07:45; 11:00; 15.30; (M on-Fri/Sat/
Sun) 12.30; (Sun); 15.30 (Sat).

Ben-Lagos: 09.15; 12.30; 17.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun); 17.00 (Sat); 14.00
(Sun); Lagos-Cala: 13.15; (Mon-Fri/Sat); 08.30; 19.00 (Sun); Cala-Lagos:
14.45; (Mon-Fri/Sat); 10.30 (Sun); Lagos-Enu: 09.30; (Mon-Fri/Sat);
15.00(Sun); Enu-Lagos: 09.30; (Mon-Fri/Sat) 16.45 (Sun)

Chanchangi Airlines

Lagos-Abj: 07,15, 10.00, 13.10, 15.30, 17.30

Abj-Lagos: 08.00, 11.45, 13.40, 15.30, 17.00

Lagos-Kad: 10.45, (on Fri), 17.00(Mon/Fri/sat/Sun)

Kad-Lagos: 07.30(Mon/Fri); 08.00(Sat/Sun)

Nigerian Eagles Airlines (Virgin Nigeria)

Abj-Kano: 18.40 (Mon-Fri)/sun

Kano-Abj: 08.35 (Mon-Fri) /Sat

Abj-Soko: 09:35, (Mon), 10:10 (Fri), 11:20 (W ed/Siyi)

Soko-Abj: 11.35(Mon), 12.00(Fri), 13:20 (W ed/sun)

Lagos-Abj: 07.15, 11.40, 14.00, 16.30, 17.00, 17.20; 18.30 (M on-Fri/Sat/
Sun), 8.00; 12.40; 13.10; 20:00 (Fri)

Abj-Lagos: 07.00, 09.30, 10.30, 11.15, 16.15; 19.15, 19.25, 19:35

(Mon-Fri/Sat/sun); 14:55; 15:15; 20:45(Fri); 19:45(Sun); 11:25, 13:35,
16:25(Mon)

Lagos-PHC: 07.40, 09.30, 10.00, 12.20, 13.30, 14.00, 16.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat/
Sun); PHC-Lagos: 10.50, 11.20, 12.45, 15.30, 16.15, 17.15 (Mon-Fri/Sat/
Sun); Lagos-Owr: 12:15; (Tue-Fri/Sun; 12:40 (Mon/Sat)
Owr-Lagos: 14:25 (Tue-Fri/Sun) 14:50 (Mon /Sat)

j

Lagos-Cal: 08:00 (Fri), 09:10 (Wed-Thu), 12:40 (Tue/Sat/Sun), 13:101

(Mon) i

Cal-Lagos: 10.05 (Fri); 11.15(Wed/Thu); 14.55 (Tue/Sat-Sun), ]
15.15(Mon)

IRS Airlines

Lagos-Abj: 09.45, 11.45, 12.45, (Mon-Fri) 09.30, 12.45(Sat&Sun)

Lagos-Kano: 06.15(Mon-Fri), 16.30(Sat/Sun)

Kano-Lagos: 07.30j;Mon-Fri), 10.30(Sat/ Sun)
Abuja-Kano: 10.30am (Mon-Fri/Sun)

Kano-Abuja: 11.45,5.00 Fri, 12.15 Sun

DANA Airlines:

Lagos-Abj: 07.20; 08.19, 09.00, 12.15, 15.30, 17.10 (M on-Fr/Sat/Sun)
Abj-Lagos:

07.20, 09.45, 11.25, 13.05, 14.40, 17:40 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
Lag-Kano via Abj: 08.19, Abuja: 10.00
Kano-Lag via Abj: 11.25, Abuja: 11.25

Lagos-Enu: 14.40,
Enu-Lagos 16.20
Lagos-PH: 09.27
PH-Lagos:

12.15 |
Overland Airways

Lagos-llorin: 07,15 (Mon-Fri), Illorin-Lagos: 16.15 (Mon-Fri) i
Abuja-llorin:  15.00 (Mo-Fri), 08.15 (Mon-Fri)
07.15 (Mon-Fri), Lagos-lbadan: 16.15 (M on-Fri)
08.00 (Mon-Fri), Abuja-lbadan: 5.00 (Mon-Fri) j
07.30 (Mon-Fri) Abuja-Kats: 15.30 (Mon-Fri)

09.40 Lagos-Minna: 13.00 (Mon-Fri)

09.00 (Mon-Fri) Minna-Abuja: 14.30

10.15 (Mon-Fri), Kano-Jos: 11.30 (M on-Fri) !
09.30 (Mon-Fri), Jos-Abuja: 12.30

llorin-Abuja: ;
Lagos-lbadan:
Ibadan-Abuja:
Kats-Abuja:
Minna-Lagos:
Abuja-Minna:
mJos-Kano:
Abuja-Jos:
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Cameroon GDP

row2.9%in20
% In 2011

CAMEROON'’S economic growth
will accelerate to 2.9 percent this
year and 4 percent next year but
the country will underperform its
African neighbours, due partlyto a
decline in oil production, a Reuters
poll showed yesterday.

The economy expanded 2 per-
centin 2009. The poll ofnine econ-
omists also forecast that inflation
would fall to 2.2 percent this year
and 2 percentin 2011, from around
3 percentin 20009.

Cameroon’ growth perform-
ance is likely to remain weaker than
that of most African countries in
the near term,” said Victor Lopes of
Standard Chartered Bank

Inflation will fall following gov-
ernment measures to control prices
ofbasic goods, analysts said

The largest economy in central
Africa, Cameroon benefits from
demand for its resources including
timber, cotton, coffee, cocoaand a
small outputofoil.

While it stands to benefit from
an expected increase in commodi-
ties prices as global derhand picks
up, the recoveryis seenfilteringvery
gradually through the economy in
2010. /

Oil outputis expected to decline
this year due to depleting oil fields
and because the global financial
crisis delayed drilling of newly dis-
coveredfields. However, production
should start rising by late 2011

(REUTERS)

Egypt and Uganda mull wheat
farmland options

EGYPT, the worlds top wheat
importer, said yesterday that it
was evaluating three options for
growing wheat in Uganda in a
bid to safeguard its supply of the
staple.

The most populous Arab
country had said it wanted to set
up farms in Nile Basin countries
in order to protect its water supply
and boost supply of staple crops.

“Egypt wants to ensure there
are several sources that guar-
antee its supply of crops,” Saad
Nasser, adviser to Egyptsagricul-
ture minister, told Reuters on the
sidelines of the Afro-Arab Agri-
cultural Development and Food
Security conference.

He said the three options
both governments were looking
at are whether Egyptian inves-
tors would own and cultivate
farmland, whether land would be
owned in partnership with Egypt
and Uganda, or whether land
would be owned as a concession
right.

He did not give a timeframe
forwhen adeal would be reached.

Egypt, with a population of
about 78 million people, con-
sumes around 14 million tonnes
ofwheatayear. Itimports around
halfofthat amount.

Egypt runs three farms in
Africa now, one in Zambia to
grow com, one in Niger mostly

Tullow Oil close

HERITAGE Oil has said the
sale of it™assets in Uganda to the
UK s Tullow Oil will be approved
“imminently”

In a statement, the Jersey-
based firm said it and Tullow were
working dosely with the Ugan-
dan government to obtain formal
approval for the sale.

Italian energy company Eni,
which had also shown an inter-
est, dropped out of a deal to buy

for rice, and a third in Tanzania
for vegetables. The Uganda farm
to grow wheat is the latest of a
total of 14 planned farms to sup-
ply Egypt.(Reuters).

The African Union has in
the past criticised what Africans
call land-grabs”, as investors,
particularly from the Gulf and
Asia, have bought up farmland.
The African Union argues these
investments do not provide ben-
efits to poor nations.

However, the African Union’%
Commissioner ofRural Economy
and Agriculture, said on Monday
the union would present guide-
lines on how to invest in farm-
land that protect investors as well
as locals.

“These countries will benefit
from Egypts expertise, particu-
larly in increasing productivity
and in technological skills,” Tum-
siime Rhoda Peace told the con-
ference. (Reuters)

to Ugandan oil deal

the assets.

Tullow and Heritage each hold
a 50% share in two Ugandan oil
fields, while Tullow owns a third
field outright.

Tullow said it had raised
$1.35bn (£864m) to buy the 50%
owned in the two sites by its part-
ner Heritage Oil.

Heritage had agreed to sell its
halfstake in the two fields in the
Lake Albert Rift Basin to Eni.

However, Tullow had an
option to buy the stake if it
matched any offer. (BBC).

88 Tullow said it had
raised $1.35bn
(E864m) to buy the
50% owned in the two
sites by its partner Her-
itage Ol
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SELLO south Africa’s new

Industrial policy to
boostjobs

SOUTH Africa will target capital
goods, transport equipment and
metal fabrication in anew industrial
policy, aiming to boostmanufactur-
ing capacityandjobs, agovernment
minister said yesterday.

Trade and Industry Minister
Rob Davies said the government
was also looking at ways to stabilise
the rand, which rallied nearly 30
percent against the dollar last year.

Davieswill unveil along-awaited
three-yearindustrial planon Thurs-
day, as Africas biggest economy
emerges from its first recession in
17 years and looks to crank up a

manufacturing sector hard hit by.

the global economic downturn.

“It will include a combination
ofcross-cutting measures and also
sector-specific programmes with
focuses on capital goods, transport
equipment and metal fabrication

sectors,” Davies told journalists.

These sectors were seen as ben-
efiting from the governments three-
year 846 billion rand public infra-
structure investment programme,
he said.

Officials are hoping the new
industrial policy will provide a
much-needed boostforjob creation
afterthe economylost some 900,000
jobs during last year’ recession,
with the mining and manufacturing
sectors —particularly carmakers --
hit by depressed demand.

Davies said thegovernmentwas
alsolooking atways to stabilise arel-
ativelyvolatile rand.

Trade unions, cabinet ministers
and the central bank have warned
about the impact ofits strength on
sectors of the economy following
its near 30 percent appreciation last
year. (Reuters).

Zambia 2009 copper output
rose 14%: C/bank

COPPER output in Zambia, Afri-
cak top producer, rose 14 percent
to 697,860 tonnes last year, but
output was hampered by the clo-
sure of some mines after the glo-
bal financial crisis unfolded.

Zambia has previously said
copper production could hit 1.0
million tonnes by 2011 as new
mines come on stream and expan-
sions and upgrades take place at
existing mines.

Frederick Bantubonse, the
general manager ofthe Chamber
of Mines of Zambia, said that to
boost output quicker, the south-
ern African nations government
should restore investor confi-
dence, which was eroded by the
introduction of higher taxes in
2008.

The taxes included a 15
percent profit variable tax, an
increase in mineral royalties to
3.0 percent from 0.6 percent and
arise in corporate tax to 30 per-
cent from 25 percent.

“The increase in production
could have been higher with-
out the global economic crunch

which forced some mines to close
down,” Bantubonse said.

“The price of copper is good
but there is need to quickly resolve
the problems arising from the
new mining legislation (taxes)
which has affected investments,”
he said.

Three™month copper on the
London Metal Exchange was trad-
ing at $6,880 atonne at 1222 GMT
compared with $6,810 at the close
on Friday.

Zambia’ central bank said cop-
per exports jumped to 675,384 last
year from 587,125 tonnes the pre-
vious year. Cobalt production rose
to 5,879 tonnes from 4,617 tonnes
in 2008, and exports rose to 5,868
tonnes in 2009 from 4,610 tonnes,
the Bank of Zambia said.

Copper miningis Zambiaseco-
nomic lifebloodandthe minesarea
major employer in the country of
12 million people. Some foreign
mining companies in Zambia
include London-listed Vedanta
Resources Pic, Glencore Interna-
tional of Switzerland and Metorex
of South Africa.(Reuters).

Egypt sees 1-2 year delay Iin
goal to cut deficit

EGYPTIAN Prime Minister
Ahmed Nazif said yesterday the
world economic crisis had forced
Egypt to delay its 2012 target of
reducing the state budget deficit
to 3 percent of gross domestic
product (GDP).

“The goal was to get the defi-
cit down to 3 percent of GDP by
2012.1believe that this goal will
have to be postponed a year or
two,” said Nazif, who was speak-
ing at an economic conference.

Egypt’ deficit for the last six
months of 2009 was 57.5 billion
Egypt pounds, or 4.9 percent of
gross domestic product, the offi-
cial MENA news agency earlier
this month quoted afinance min-
istry report as saying.

“WeVe seen our revenues cut
in manyways...we still have abig-
ger gap between our revenues and
our expenditures,” Naziftold the
conference.

(Reuters).
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Business/Finance

COMPANY Name
2ND-TIER SECURITIES

No of Deals Quot. (N)

ADSWITCHPLC *11
SECTORTOTALS
AGRICULTURE
FTINCOCOAPROCESSORSPLC 33 101
LIVESTOCK FEEDSPLC 12 084
PRESCOPLC 8 a0
SECTORTOTALS 53
AIRSERVICES
ARLINESERV.&LOGISTICSPLC 12 319
NG AVATIONHANDLINGCOYPLC 307 850
SECTORTOTALS m
AUTOMOBILE &TYRE
DNTYRE&RUBBERPLC 2 050
INCARNIGERIAPLC 1 197
« RT.BRISCOE (NIGERIA)PLC 17 598
SECTORTOTALS
BANKING
. X ACCESSBANKPLC 1% 942
' " AFRIBANKNIGERIAPLC % 288
DIAMONDBANKPLC &2 890
ECOBANKNIGERIAPLC 2 497
FI/CITY MONUMENTBANKPLC 42 926
FIDELITY BANKPLC 109 265
FIRSTBANKOFNIGERIAPLC 815 14%
FINBANKPLC 102 080
GTBANKPLC 316 1810
STANBICIBTCBANKPLC 110 829
INTERCONTINENTALBANKPLC. 63 211
OCEANIC BANKINTERPLC 13 230
BANKPHBPLC 20 197
SKYEBANKPLC. 180 7680
SPRING BANKPLC 1 113
STERLING BANKPLC 88 198
UNITED BANKFORAFRICAPLC. 237 1301
UNIONBANKOFNIGERIAPLC 133 609
UNITYBANKPLC K’} 100
WEMABANKPLC 51 127
ZENITH BANKPLC 24 1587
SECTORTOTALS 3tf5t
BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKACEMENTPLC 5 1601
BENUECEMENTCOYPLC <! 5000
CEVENTGOOFNORTHERNNGALC 28 1560
LAFARGEWAPCOPLC %2 3500
SECTORTOTALS
CHEMICAL&PAINTS
BERGERPAINTSNIGERAPLC 1 336
CHEMICAL&ALLIEDPROD.PLC 3 2527
PREMIERPAINTSPLC 2 1340
SECTORTOTALS 6
COMMERCIAL/SERVICES
AFROMEDIAPLC 2 055
COURTVILLE INVESTMVENTSPLC 1 050
REDSTAREXPRESSPLC 9 244
SECTORTOTALS 2
COMR&OFFICE EQUIPMENT
NCR (NIGERIA) PLC. 1 813
OMATEKVENTURES PLC 4 060
TOPPLEGEEANDCOY PLC 2 437
SECTORTOTALS 7
CONGLOMERATES
AGLEVENTIS(NIGERA)PLC 12 299
PZCUSSONSNIGERIAPLC A 2620
TRANSNATIONALGORPOFNIGRLC 12 050
UACOFNIGERIAPLC 45 4100
UNILEVERNIGERIAPLC a7 2500
SECTORTOTALS 150
CONSTRUCTION
COSTAN él\év PLC 45 530
JULIUSBERGERNIGERIAPLC 35 2850
MULTIVERSERESOURCESPLC 3 050
SECTORTOTALS | 83
FOOD/BEVERAGES &TOBACCO
7-UPBOTTLINGCO.PLC 6 3060
BIGTREATPLC 20 088
CADBURY NIGERIAPLC 78 1500
DANGOTEFLOURMILLSPLC 123 1270
DANGOTESUGARREANERYPLC 70 1520
FLOURMILSNIGERAPLC 71 4360
HONEYWELLFLOURMILLPLC 12 6.12
NATIONALSALTCOY.NIG.PLC 29 667
NIGERIAN BOTTLINGCOY.PLC 14 2710
NESTLENIGERIAPLC P
NORTHERNINIG. LOURMILLSPLC 1
TANTALIZERSPLC 10
UNIONDICONSALTPLC 1
GA|NERS FLOURMILL
JBERGER
WAPCO
UACN

QuantityTraded

1.400
1400

663,278

7389,900-
20000
64,538

23150046
9310278
2764971
2%6,721
926,779
3362386
R,773215
9,655,147
3993047
2436448
491,196
342741
13313300
14412728
526,146
27984565
8,034,239
1959976
4081392
4931443
24306453
m»167

HAILY XRUST Tieshy Fdmav 16,000

Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE)
Monday, February 15,2010

Value of Shares (N) %ngglzGoERlA PLC 7
306600 SECTORTOTALS 467
HEALTHCARE
30600 EVANSMEDICALPLC 3
FIDSON HEALTHCAREPLC
71%41548% GLAXOSMIMKLINECONSNIGPLC 14
20307520 MAY&SAKERNIGERIAPLG ~ * ¥
284636613 NEIVETHINTERPHARM.PLC 9
Wi v W/DIAGNCSTICRAINCASERVAC 27
66048740 SECTORTOTALS 74
BI12E HOTEL&TOURISM
CAPITALHOTELPLC 3
IKEJAHOTELPLC 10
AU SECTORTOTALS 13
3800000 IND/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
37594285 VITAFOAMNIGERIAPLC 14
\SECTORTOTALS 14
IMF.&COMM .TECHNOIOGY ®
281657I7D CHAMSPLC
200121452 IHSNIGERIAPLC 1
Py MASSEEOVINDATIONNGAC 2
47470337 STARCOMIMSPLC 2
86MADL5 SECTORTOTALS 62
INSURANCE
mg'%@% AFRICANALLIANCEINSURPLC 9
77974230 AIICO INSURANCEPLC. 31
TR0 74 CONTINENTALREINSURPLC 15
%% Whatisa : g7
; EQUITYASSURANCEPLC 4
82842555431’164(13'40 Yieldto GOLDUNKINSURANCEPLC 38
R Maturity?  CUARANTYTRUSTASSURPLC 1
59454498 " GUINEAINSURANCEPLC g
M Thisisthe  NTERENERGYINSURCOYPU : 40
192756700 rate of LASACOASSURANCEPLC 37
402311 LAWUNION&:ROCKINSURALC. 19
©%606. returmnan-  LUNKAGEASSURANCEPLC 1
SIS MUTUALBENEFITSASSURPU : 3
ticipated NEM.INSURCO.(NIG)PLC. 46
st
%@% 1( SOVEREIGNTRUSTINSURPLC 1
340431236 Jfitisiefc!  STANDARDALLIANCEINSURPI. 83
1561275700 UNICINSURANCEPLC 3
JOR07 | UNIVERSALINSURCOYPLC 1
INTEROONTNENTAMVVARCNELRP @ 25
3520000 | SECTORTOTALS -v W 738
MEDIA
' éé(%%? i DAARCOMMUNICATIONSP C 30
. 73896283 | SECTORTOTALS 30
’ HSOSAINCOANDLOANDRL - | 37!
SLOD00  f500glecom  prgeroVINGSRLOMSPL: 5 |
697536 2 WHOVESSAVINGSBLOANSPICT 38
16895036 | SECTORTOTALS 80
BB
43%’3%’% : ROYALEXCHANGEPLC 3
5. 3{ )000 i SECTORTOTALS
6721,4&{)_(1) J| PACKAGING
NIGBAGMANUFCOYPLC ! %98
BETAGLASSCO.PLC -
%ﬁ 'u SECTORTOTALS 199
18757500 | PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
19F4E9 AFRICANPETROLEUMPLC. 45
Y7615 BECOPETROLEUM PRODUCTP_C 24
5B CONOLPLC
s ETERNAOIL&GASPLC go
038406655 MOBILOILNIGERIAPLC.
1313221460 OANDOPLC 10
B0 SECTORIOTALS &
175 PRINTINGSfPUBLISHING -
ACADEMYPRESSPLC
‘ié%i%% UNIVERSITYPRESSPLC 8
0R0RT SECTORTOTALS 9
19176537 REALESTATE
9B UACNPROPERTYDEV.COPIC 16
285® SECTORTOTALS 16
737 04450 ROADTRANSPOKTATION
640342415 ASSOCIATEDBUSCOYPLC 1
8404206 SECTORTOTALS 1
27 THEFOREIGNLISTINGS
624300 FOOBANKIRANSINOCRRCRATED 11
89264855 i
3801000 OVERALLTOTALS 6276
LAB2013S1
3:38 LOSERS GUARANTY
0.50 DANGFLOUR
0.49 ECOBANK

075

112
217
2041
523

065

235
14

455
0J6
403
217
061
107

09
052

050 v

057

050
050
056
053

053 *

050
064
055
076
12
050

079
050
098

065
050
08

094
061

226
1426

3800
25
3100
600
9751
14250
72
49
2000

1056

158)

&

48310
7086134 3 B
4220  AT76240

81461
130652
4035
151300
1390000
2298068

1034893
270,000

1304393 ;

18138359
3142438908
0514195 %
21513000
1.17090000

H7201,115

31362
31362

5241350 3,19752850
6220435 6,75265445
10,616,080 1030490000
20032 15206744
14354601 43741331-86
167200 8330000
1999027 110202179
1136413 261274990
500000 25000000
868333  434,16650
4397200 259226926
4182140 219092430
2355006 136342965
7500000
4531200
111572126
44033590
10800000
4700 235000
18008383 1002923149
0BB 2393307
150000 7500000
3034 37135858
74607338 8758128595

™72 29934520
34712 29934520

2342012 136635642
625000 31250000
2381322+ 230115804
574943 428031446

300350 2849270
121373 7403753
42223 3BB9H60M

19450481 425615334
2000 2710000
1947041:1 428325334

4297 159059537
10470 2240580
36000 115457840
4444 579758591
1173 108366.72
1460 138155901

87354 1269629900
1166M5 2275169021

400 274000
117300 57850000
17900 58124000

1231566600
12315366.00

12600000
12600000

617900
617,900

120,000
120000

26345
263945

413855615
4,138556.15
2093398460

11.25

0.30
0.29
0.26



NIGERIAN HUCTBIGIty REGULATORY nnMuicc | ,,H

c’nsultative paperon
Reguiation for acquisition of land and access rights
FOR POWER PROJECTS
Pursuant to Sections 77 and 96 of the EPSR Act, 200S

« “heAct > * 7,

declaration that land isrequired by a licensee for nn lo emPowers the Commission to make a

Ehgjapyices ofaconsullnoTraftheliggute tiDnGo0iei 99 OF 107 GH MR Rights 161584Y

"MPoMAwhich rowmS ea”uisiW onof?*, d ~~ ~Vidbofthe P7lic

It covers, among other ProjectsinN~er”
Process of compensation, d j

evaluation, and penalties, splaced persons, monitoring and
Accordingly, comments are hereby invit-pd frr>™ 1 u
whMean bedOwnto,d«d 1, ™ ,h«C, mmislioosw” *“ " I~ N N 0> "imitative Paper

30davs from thedateofth!s*b°tcM ~*nto'Sh “ mSk6é comments should send theircomments within

V. e Om
The Administrator,
Attention. Head (Legal, Licensing and Enforcement Division) Vo
fgerian Electricity Regulatory Commission

Adamawa Plaza, Plot 1099 First Avenue
Central Business District, Abuja, FCT

Or

By e'mai,: cmnments®nercnp

Frfurther i1110rm 1”01” » &

Ahmadu Zubairu (azubairu@nercng!Org. M “ EENN °r Mall.
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NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES COMMISSION

CONTRACTORS AND SUBMISSION OF ICT

The National Universities Commission is desirous of executing the following
Capital Projects and Servlets 0» contract:

a.Rehabilitation of Abuja Office:

Lot I A: - External Painting ofMain Secretariat Complex

Lot I18: - ReplacementofCum in Wall in the Secretariat Building.
Lot IC; - Re-carpeting of Idris Abdulkadlr Auditorium.

b.Rehabilitation of NU C Liaison Office, Lagos:
Lot 2A: -Rehabilitation of Liaison Office - Main Building
Lot 28: - Rehabilitation of liaison Office - Annex.

e.Lot3:-Video Conferencing-(Phase 11}for 10 Universities

The details of engagement shall comprise the design, development, deployment
and support services for the system and the integration with the existing 5 sites
inthe | st phase ofthe project.

<L Lot 4: - Procurement and installation of Anti-Cultism
Equipment/Gadgets

(CCfV &Solar Panels) phase | for 3Pilot Universities.

oy rvw?”

Lot SAs -Solar Street Lighting
Lot 58: - Office Solar Power Unit
Lot SC: -Procurementof 1.5MVA Generator forthe NUC Secretariat

TO# Hflirlwr 1iiSKr «C«

Interested Contractors are expected to submit Pre-Qualification
Documents/Proposals with the payment of a non-refundable fee of
N2d,000.00 (Twenty thousand Naira) to NUC Treasury m Bank Draft in
favour of NUC ” ’Processingfee"for each lot

For the Pre-Qualification assessment. Tenderers are expected to submit the

following documents.

i Evidence of Incorporation by the Corporate Affairs Commission.

ii. Letter ofBank reference,

iii. Evidence of current registration with the Federal Ministry of Works
(where applicable}.

iv. Tax Clearance Certificate for the last 3 years (290? - 2009), Also
required isV AT . registration Certificate and past remittances.

V. Comprehensive Company Profile including names of principal
shareholders and key staff, qualifications and genuine reachable
addresses and phone humbers (enclose photocopies of credentials).

VX, Verifiable Plants and Equipment of the Company (where applicable).
Details of previous relevant jobs indicating clients, contract sum, year of
award and date of completion (with evidence)

VIL. Evidence of Financial Capability and access to Financial Resources from a
reputable Bank.

VIM A network Service Provider duly licensed under the relevant ICT
professional body (for Lot 3),

m, As -naffidavit thatall documents submitted are genuine and verifiable

X. A swt. s affidavit that none of its Directors has been convicted in any
Country, for any criminal offence including fraud or financial impropriety.

The Commission reserves the right to verify the authenticity of Claims made in
the pre-qualification documents assubmitted.

Pre-qualification documents should be enclosed in sealed envelopes marked
2010 Pre-Qualification Lot....." Seated separate envelopes should be provided
for each LOT and should be addressed to:

The Executive Secretary

National UniversitiesCommission
Plot430, Aguiyilrons! Street, Haitam a
P.H.B. 737, Garki

Abuja.

The Pr#-Qualification Document should be submitted in the "Tender Box”
located on the Sth Floor of the National Universities Commission on or before
12 noon of Ist March. 2010.

Tenderers are invited to attend the ceremony for the opening of the
submissions by 2:00 p.m. on Ist March, 2010 atthe N U C Conference Room,

Please note that this Pre-Qualification ts NO T an invitation to the financial
tender as only those who are successful during the Pre-Qualification exercise
will be invited to the financial tender. The National Universities Commission is
neither committed, nor obliged to reply any company that isfound not suitable.

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
NATIONAL UNIVERSITIES COMMISSION

Tuesday, February 16,2010 DAI LY TRUST

P H C N | Jebba Hydro Electric Pic

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
For Works and Provision of Plant Spares for Jebba Hydro Electric Pic

The Power Holding Company of Nigeria Pic, Jebba Hydro Electric Plc, intends
to procure materials- and services for the maintenance of her plant and
company's complex at Jebba Hydro Electric Plc, Jebba, Niger State.

The procurement will be funded from the company's Internally Generated

.Revenue PGR).

SCOPE OF WORKS / SUPPLY:
The Scope of Works /Supply are as indicated inthe following lots:

S/N totNo. DESCRIPTION OF ITEMS

% Lot 1 Compressor, Pumps and Motors,

2 Lott* Valves-

3 tot Il Mechanical items and Want Consumables*

4 Lot IV Tools

5 LotV Electrical Appliances and Fittings.

6. Lot VI Repair of Electrical/Electronic Systems.

7. Lot VII Controllers, Switches, Breakers and Contactors.
8 Lot VIII Electronic Units and Modules.

9- Lot IX Civil Works/Construction"

10- Lot X Building materials, furniture and Plumbing materialls.
tv tot XI Environmental Protection and Sanitary.

12- Lot Xl Personnel Safety and Protective Wears.

13 Lot xirs Fire Safety and Protective Materials.

14- Lot XIV Stationery, Computer and consumables.

IS* Lot XV Marine Facilities

Evidence of registration of your Company with the Corporate Affairs
Commission.

Company profile, Experience/Technical qualification of key staff.
Technical Capability.

Manufacturer/Franchise/ Manufacturer's representative.

Evidence of Financial Capability/Bank support.

Company Audited Accounts for the lastthree (3) years'.

Evidence of having executed similar projects/supplies in the last five
years*

Evidence ofvalid TaxClearance Certificate for the past three year.
VAT registration certificate.

Any other relevant document that could enhance the company's
legibility and place her on comparative advantage over others.

The Submission should be in sealed envelop marked "EXPRESSION OF
INTEREST FOR. {Please Indicate Lot No./Project name)" at the top left hand
corner and addressed to:

The ChiefExecutive Officer
JebbaHydro Electric Plc,
Jebba.

Toreach the office not later than 12.00 noon, Monday, 1st March, 2010,

B. " IMPORTANT INFORMATION
* This notice is not an invitation to bid.

* Only short listed companies will be invited for collection of Bid
Documents at the stipulated amount for competitive tendering.

* Submission of Expression of Interest on each of the lots should be
independent,

* Interested contractors are advised to contact the Principal Manager

(Procurement), Jebba Hydro Electric Pic, Jebba, for clarification.

* jebba Hydro Electric Pic reserves the right to verify any claim made
by Companies. Therefore, Companies are advised to include in their
submissions necessary authority and guarantee for such verification.

This advert serves as an invitation to any interested NGQ and members ofthe
general publicwho may wish to witness the opening exercise.

Management

JHE... The Best Power Generating Company.
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Anxiety drugs like

Valium are addictive

Inthe same way as
heroin, wam

scientists

A popular form of anxiety drugs use
the same potentially addictive ‘reward
pathways’ in the brain as heroin and
cannabis, scientists have warned.

Researchers from Switzerland and
the U.S found benzodiazepine drugs
such as Valium and Xanax exert a
calming effect by boosting the action
ofaneurotransmitter.

This in turn activates the gratifi-
cation hormone, dopamine, in the
brain, and is the same ‘reward path-
way’ activated by some illegal drugs.

The findings may help in develop-
ing anext generation ofnon-addictive
benzodiazepines, they wrote in the
journal Nature.

Roches drug Valium, known
generically as diazepam, is the best
known ofthe benzodiazepine class of
drugs, and is prescribed on the NHS.

Itand Ativan were among ahost of
other prescription drugs found in the
blood of American pop star Michael
Jacksonwhen he died in June last year.

The study found that benzodi-

CHILD prodigy: Baby Xavier is tottering unaided at the age of

just six months

azepines seemed towork by binding to
aparticular part ofthe neurotransmit-
ter called gamma-aminobutyric acid.

The findings show that developing
similar benzodiazepines thatbind to a
different part may offer the same drug
benefits without the addictive side
effects, they said.

A study published earlier this
month found that people with higher
levelsofdopamine in the brain tend to
be more prone to addictive behavior.

Drug companies have been trying
for some time to develop next-gener-
ation benzodiazepines by tweaking
their chemical make-up to deliver
a more selective effect that avoids
unwanted side effects, but it has so far
proved an uphill struggle.

German scientists conducting
early research into a new compound
said last year they thought they may
have found a better anxiety drug
which could counteract panic attacks
without the side effects of existing
drugs.

The six-month-old baby who learnt
to walk before he could crawl

A baby has stunned his parents
and medical experts by wobbling
to his feet and walking unaided at
the age ofjust six months.

Baby prodigy Xavier can now
walk over six feet without any sup-
port - a feat most one-year-olds
still struggle with.

His parents Mary, 30, and
David King, 27, said they knew
their son was going to be a fast
learner when he started sitting up
on his own at three-months-old.

But they were astonished when
little Xavier first started tottering
around the front room in January.

His precocious walking ability
is all the more surprising consid-
ering he is only just learning to
crawl.

First-time mum Mary, from
Cambridge, said: ‘It was such a
shock. We couldnt believe it.

‘I never thought for one
moment he would be walking at
six months most children dont
until they are ayear old.

“Xavier ismore advanced than
most babies his age. We go to aday
nursery and the children there
can’teven walk and they are older
than him.

At the moment he can walk
about two metres unaided it was
just amazing when he got up and
start putting one leg in front of
the other.

The only problem now is that |
cant leave him alone so have had
tobuyaplaypen so he doesn’t get
into any mischief.’

Xavier, now aged seven
months, was born in July last year
weighing 9lb loz.

By October he was sitting up
by himselfand he started walking
unaided last month.

Mary said neither she or
David, a shopping centre man-
ager, started walking until they
were at least ayear old.

She added: ‘Itwas amazing but
we always knew he would be afast
learner.

‘I think using the bouncing
chair has built up the muscles
in his legs but it5 funny how he
learned to walk before he learned
to crawl.

‘l always thought it would be
the other way around.’

Child development experts
confirmed it was extremely
uncommon’ for a child to start
walking at such ayoung age.

Dr Martin Ward Platt, con-
sultant paediatrician at Royal
Victoria Infirmary in Newcastle,
said: ‘Itsvery unusual to be walk-
ing at such ayoung age.

‘To be quite so precocious
with your walking is extremely
uncommon, but with 700,000
babies delivered every in the UK
itwill happen from time to time.

‘For his parents, having to
cope with a much more mobile
child much earlier than expected
simply brings forward the
moment you need eyes in the
back ofyour head.’
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NoValet parking for me. I'll park myself.
RJjoto location: New Orleans, by Chris Schneider
Cufled from www.signspotting.com

EASY CROSSWORDS

13,

14,
15,

16,

18.
20,

ACROSS

. For, care

(2 wds.)

. Recipe

measure-
ment

(afcbr.)

. Bonnet
, Lerwon or

Astin
Rick’s love
n
Q"
Manca"
Broad street
(abbr.)
See 11
Dowf\
Pertaining
to
measure-
ment
Egyptian
structure
Pen fitter

21,

22,
25,
28.

29.
30.

31.
82-

33.
34.

35.
36.

38.
39.

40.
44.

Complete
failure
Squabble
Handled
Stadium
shout

IM provider
Alack's
partner
Ask humbly
Army
deserter
(aisbr.)
Stimpy’s pal
Archaeolo-
gist's
outing
Landscape
Firmly
anchored
Congeal
l.Imp s
relative
Quiver*
Migraine

Solution to

47. Director
Kazan

46. Suffix fora
doctrine

48. Canadian
Indian

50, Habit
wearers

St, Bus depot
(abbr.)

52, 0a*ed wpcw

53. Head (Fr.)

DOWN
. PDQsidn
, Eugerw of

mge

, Penetrates

. Like a

mouse
Needed®
Band-Aid

. Speedy |«
ey !

. Outcast

© N O U

10,

11,.

17.

19.
22,
23,
24,

25.

26..
27.

28.
31.

32.
34.

38.
37.
38.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44:
45.

46.

hotel guest

registration

Hollywood's
Gardner
Israel city,
with 18

Those
holding

Wet dirt
Witch
Robber's
stoop tor
money
Jazz’s

Author John

Toast

Wide-angle
view
Standard
{abfer.J
Auction

Malady
Mwk with
graffiti
ChuroWrs
sign
Media
mogul
Turner
Gluttony
Penn’s

Cornflower ’

or baby
Dryer

tiort
At I
Masculine
possessive

suffix
Wail

VALET
7TANKING
aUut Vv

Easy Crosswords
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SUDOKU

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"given"- these are there to start you off. The aim is
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region must contain just one instance of each
number, 1-9.

8/

Solution to Sudoku 86
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25 dead and Eurostar halted as

two trains collide

T wo commuter trains
crashed head-on out-
side Brussels yesterday
morning Kkilling 25
people and seriously

injuring dozens more.

The trains collided in snowy
conditions  around  8.30am
(7.30GMT) in Buizingen, a sub-
urb of the Flemish town of Halle
which lies nine miles south-west
of the Belgian capital.

The first two carriages of one
of the trains were pushed up into
the air as a result of the force of
the crash. Most of the deaths hap-
pened in the train which ended up
underneath the first train.

One survivor said: ‘Itwas trav-
elling at a high speed and had no
intention of stopping. The colli-
sion was like an earthquake. Itwas
absolute chaos.’

Pictures from the scene showed
another car that appeared to have
tipped onto its side. Rescuers car-
ried victims on stretchers along the
tracks. Many of those injured will
need to have arms and legs ampu-
tated, said Etienne Schouppe, the
Belgian transport secretary.

The mayor of Buizingen told
Belgian radio the seriously hurt
were taken to hospitals and the
lightly injured were moved to a
sports complex.

Rail traffic from Brussels to
south-western Belgium has been
halted and Eurostar services have
also been suspended.

There has been no immediate
explanation as to the cause of the
crash but it has emerged that one
of the trains apparently jumped a
red light.

t raised the terrifying possi-

bility that, as has happened in

the past, a language problem
between Belgium and Flemish rail
workers had caused the accident.

One ofthe trains was providing
alocal Flemish service, while the
other was travelling towards the
major Belgium city of Liege.

Lode Dewitte, the governor of
Halle, said: ‘It appears that one of
the trains ignored asignal at red so
causing the collision.

‘There are many fatalities and
very serious injuries. Numbers
are unconfirmed but there could
be as many as 25 dead according
to those at the scene.’

One train was travelling was
providing an exclusively Flemish
service from Leuven to Braine-le-
Comte, wkile the second was on its
way from Hainaut to Liege.

Although it is just nine miles
from Brussels, Halle is in Flanders,
where French is seldom spoken.
Instead inhabitants speak Flemish,
which is a dialect of Dutch.

It is by far the worst accident
in recent European rail history, but
the circumstances are eerily simi-

IN

Brussels

RESCUE workers walk beside the wreckage of two passenger trains following yesterday morning's crash collision at Halle

RESCUE workers sift through the wreckage of a carriage which bore the brunt

of the impact

lar to an accident in 2001.

Then eight people died and
12 were injured when two com-
muter trains collided head on
outside Brussels. Soon afterwards
a language problem between a

Flemish-speaking signalman and
a French-speaking colleague were
blamed for the accident.
Yesterday morning’s head-on
crash was at the point where the
domestic commuter lines and

EMERGENCY workers help an injured passenger

away from the crash site

high-speed lines meet at Halle, just
outside Brussels.

This has meant that rail serv-
ices - including those of Eurostar
- cannot operate in the area.

Eurostar would normally have

run nine services in each direc-
tion on its London-Brussels route
yesterday. Railway authorities said
the accident caused severe damage
to overhead power lines in the sta-
tion.

3..UW3 nww a, icr lumam g me trains snearea away rrom each other before landing on their sides



You are'too fatto fly’
...Hollywood director booted off flight

'TOO fatto fly': Kevin Smith had booked two seats on alterflight

ajlj -

DANGER? Smith posted this picture of himself on Twitter after
being allowed on to a later flight

C ult film director
and actor Kevin
Smith sparked an
internet frenzy
after he revealed
an airline had thrown him offa
flight for being too fat.

Smith claimed apilotejected
him from a Southwest Airlines
flight from Oakland to Burbank,
California, saying he didn’t fit
properly in asingle seat.

The Clerks star raised astink
about the incident on his Twit-

Pregnant driver cheats death

mother-to-be
cheated death when
a giant steel girder
smashed into her
- because she is

fallen on my car”
‘But when | arrived at the
scene | was just stunned.

so tiny.

Petite Kelli Chapman, just 4ft
1lins, was waiting at traffic lights
when the 30ft steel girder fell from
apassing lorry.

It ripped open her red
Volkswagen Golf GTi “like'a tin
can” - but Kelli, 26, walked away
unscathed as the girder shot
through the windscreen over her
head.

C rasjj experts said if she
had been just three inches
taller she would have been

killed instantly by the the one and

a half tonnes of steel. Kelli, who

is three months pregnant, even

managed to keep a cool head and
call her father PC Rob Chapman
from inside the crushed vehicle to
ask for help. K

PC Chapman said: ‘Kelli called
me and said “Dad, some metal has

J S S S
side ofalorry

r tS S

be dead.
‘If she had been any taller - or
even if if her car had been three

‘I could not believe what | was
seeing. It was carnage. Ifshe was
not such a petite girl she would

THE 26-year-oldwalked away unscathed after .he”
Volkswagen Golf GTiand over her head

ter page Sunday, saying: Tm
way fat, but I'm not there just
yet.’

He added: ‘If you look like
me, you may be ejected from
Southwest Air’

He posted a picture of him-

eselfsitting on the plane with his

cheeks puffed out.

‘I broke no regulation,
offered no ‘safety risk’ (what,
was Igonnarollon afellow pas-
senger?)’he later Tweeted.

‘l saw someone bigger than
me on THAT flight! Butlwasnt
about to throw a fellow Fatty
under the plane as I'm being
profiled. But he & | made fye
contact, & he was like “Please
don’t tell...”

After landing in Burbank,
Smith wrote: ‘Don’t worry: wall
ofthe planewasopened & I was
airlifted outwhile Richard Sim-
mons supervised.’

Southwest says its ‘Customer
of Size’ policy require travellers
must be able to fit safely and
comfortablyin one seat or make
other arrangements.

Afterastormofangryonline
comments from Smith and his
fans, the airline issued an apol-
ogy first from its own Twitter
account and lat<?r in a state-
ment on its Web site titled ‘Not
So Silent Bob’ ajovial jab at the
Silent Bob character Smith plays
in many of his films.

inches closer to the kerb - the
girder would have hit her directly
on the head.’

she. through .he w.ndscre*. ofher
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A low-profile steel
magnate has out-
performed  other
tycoons to become
Russia’ richest man,

abusiness magazine revealed yes-

terday.

The number of Russians worth
more than $lbillion (£638mil-
lion) jumped from 49 to 77 last
year as the global downturn eased
and Russias economy started to
rise, according to Finans maga-
zine. Vladimir Lisin, who owns
Novolipetsk Steel, saw his fortune
more than double from $7.7bil-
lit>iistq $18.8billion (£12billion),
the magazine said.

The combined wealth of Rus-
sia’ ten richest men increased 84
per cent last year, to $139.3billion
(£88.9billion).

Finans said Mr Lisins compa-
nies control asprawling steel mill
in the city of Lipetsk and a large
chunk oflocal infrastructure.

The 54-year-old keeps a low
profile and is rarely seen in the
pages of national newspapers.

Andrei Goryanov, editor-in-
chiefat Finans, said Mr Lisin was
one of the few tycoons who does
not enjoy ‘special relations’ with
any faction of the Russian political
establishment.

Last years richest man,
Mikhail Prokhorov, the metals
and banking magnate, dropped
to number two in the list,
although his fortune increased
from $14.1billion to £17.8billion
(E11.4billion).

He recently bought 80 per cent
of U.S. basketball team New Jer-
sey Nets.

Chelsea Football Club owner
Roman Abramovich is number
three in the list with a personal
fortune of $17billion (£10.8bil-
lion). Investors have flocked back

LAST year's richest Russian Mikhail Prokhorov was second, while Chelsea owne/toman Abram”~ch, right,
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VLADIMIR Lisin

Secretive steel magnate

becomes Russia’s richest man
... Leaves Abramovich trailing

S

S

S

S

S

rwas third with a fortune of

RUSSIAN
RICH LIST

1 Vladimir Lisin
- $18.8billion

2. Mikhail Prokhorov
- $17.8hillion

3. Roman Abramovich
m$17billion

4, Suleiman Kerimov
m$14.5billion

Finans said
Mr Lisin's
companies
control a
sprawling
steel mill in
the city of

|large chunk of
local
infrastructure.
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No Valentine joy for Kenyan rose growers

V alentine’
Day might be
a time when
lovers all over
the world
express their devotion to
each other, but that good-
will is not reaching the rose
growers of Kenya.

Qt\e reason is the glo-
bal financial crisis, which
.has resulted in a reduced
dhnand for flowers.

Another is the erratic
nature of the weather
because, according to Jane
Ngige of the Kenya Flower
Council, “when winters are
heavy people don’t go out
shopping for flowers™

December to March is

the busiest time ofyear for .

flower vendors as it takes in
the Christmas period, Val-
entines Day and Mothers
Day.

Jane Ngige says 2008
was a magical year for the
industry with a record vol-
ume 093,000 tonnesworth
$520m (£330m), but the
following year that fell 25%
to $390m.

“We planned for more
volume this year,” she says,

NOTICE ISHEREBY GIVEN THAT PLOTNO. 542situaTe AND LYINGSW ITHINTHE CENTRAL ARE/*DISRICT CN “

ZONE (AOO),

BETWEEN

“but there has been alevel-
ling-off in demand rather
than an increase.”

The main market for
Kenyan flower growers is
the European Union, which
takes 65% of the produce
grown, followed by Japan
and the east European
market.

“Labour has been scaled
down but we are hoping

things will improve,” Jane
Ngige says.

“We try to keep workers
with us as long as possible,”
she adds.

Romance lives

Recent research carried
out for Interflora, which
has 58,000 florists in 140
countries, shows that half
ofthe respondents were not
planning to do anything to

DAILY TRUST

celebrate VValentine’s Day.

he main reasons

cited were because

Valentines Day has
become too commercial,
and because they wanted
to save money.

Jane Ngige remains
optimistic however: “We
dont anticipate trends to
change. People will want to

see their red roses - asign of
romance and asignofcom-
municating with flowers’

For those who will be
giving a gift, flowers - and
especially roses - top the
list, with chocolate and
jewellery also getting a
mention.

International appeal

Valentines Day has
spawned celebrations of

CAVEAT EMPTOR

SHELTER CONCEPTS NIGERIA LIMITED (PLAINTIFF)

AND
(1)
{2}

the HON. MINISTER, FeEberAL CAPITAL TERRITORY, ABUJA
THE FEDERAL CAPITALDEVELOPMENT AUTHOR!TY{ALL DEFENDANTYS)

Tuesday, February 16,20101

love beyond western cul-
ture, although the original
meaning seems to have
been lost somewhat.

In Japan and South
Korea, Valentine’s Day has
become almost an obli-
gation for women to give
chocolates, known as giri-
choco, to all of their co-
workers on 14 February.

A reciprocal day on
14 March, known
as White Day, has

emerged in recent times,

whereby men are supposed
to thankthose who remem-
bered them on Valentines

Day with white chocolate

or marshmallows, hence

White Day. (

In South Korea there is
an additional Black Day,
held the following month
on 14 April, for less for-
tunate men who did not
receive gifts on Valentines

Day.

They gather together to

eatjajangmyun - Chinese-

style black noodles topped
with ablack sauce.

Culledfrom bbc.co.uk

TRAL

REDESIGNED AND NOW DESIGNATED PLOT NOS. 1488 AND 1489 1s A SUBJECT OF LITIGATION

tN SUIT NO. FCT/CV/1719/2009, IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY,'IN THE ABUJA
JUDICIALDIVISION HoLDEN ATABUJA,

>

ANY PERSONS THEREFORE WHO HAVE EITHER PURCHASED OR INTEND TO PURCHASE OR HAVE BEEN PROMISED

ALLOCATION OR EVEN BEEN ALLOCATEDTHE SAID PLOT DO SO ATTHEIR OWN PERILAND ISOF NO MOMENT.

BUYERS BEWARE!!*

SIGNED

CHIEF UCHEOKEREKE
FOR: SHELTER CONCEPTS NIG LTD
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NESREA shuts dowwn
Etisalat base station

By Mustapha Suleiman

THE National Environmental Standards and Regulations
Enforcement Agency (NESREA), Thursday'shut down *
base station belonging to Etisalat, a communication outfit
in Kubwa, a satellite town in the FCT.

In apress statement, NESREA'S Director of Legal Serv-
ices, Barrister Bola Odugbesan
mental Impact Assessment Certificate was acquired by the

said that no Environ-.

Barrister Odugbeasn who led the closure operation said
that the agency was empowered by the NESREA ACT 2007
to prohibit the use of any equipment or technology that
undermines environmental quality.

He disclosed that the base station situated within resi-
dential area, posed a health risk far residents as it would
expose them to radiations emitted by such masts which
could lead to diseases such as cancer.

“Itis too dangerous to erect this type of base station in

ing all sorts of ailment, “he said.

The Legal Adviser further stated that the agency would
continue its clampdown on all such base stations which
violate? environmental laws.

He pointed out that Nigerians have the right to live in
healthy environment, promising that NESREA would not
fall short of its mandate of ensuring cleaner and healthier
environment for all Nigerians.

He added that the agencywould further institute crimi-

\xEom pany before going ahead to erect the mast.

o

AROUND 500,000 tonnes of
waste will be used at the facility
every year to produce 16 million
gallons ofjet fuel..

The plant is scheduled to be
built within two years in east
London and will begin produc-
ing fuel from 2014, creating up to
1,200 jobs.

The plant will produce twice
the amount of fuel needed to
power its flights from London
City Airport. However, itwill only
account for 2 per cent of Heath-
row flights.

The airliner claims its facility
will cutthe amount ofwaste that is
sent to landfill, thus reducing the
amount of methane produced.
Methane is one of the most haz-
ardous greenhouse gases along
with carbon dioxide.

BA will buy all of the output
from the plant, which is being
built by US firm Solena Group.

the midst of people. In future, people might start develop-

life jfelP -

The plant will produce

# twice the amount offuel
needed to power its flights
from London City Airport.

By Tina A Hassan

NIGERIA and Tunisia are to collaborate in an
effort to fight desertification in Nigeria espe-
cially among the states in the northern parts
ofNigeria.

At a sensitization workshop on the utiliza-
tion of Cactus opuntia to combat desertifica-
tion held in Abuja, the Ambassador of Tunisia
to Nigeria Mr. MoncefGouja, said the partner-
ship is to further build on previous agreements
between Nigeria and Tunisia on how best to

fight the menace of desertification which has
continued to cause more loss ofland in Nigeria.

He said “the cheapest source of fighting
desertification is Cactus and is a feed for all
kinds ofanimals, Cactus is now an exotic fruit
and can be grown for export.”

The workshop according to Gouja, is to
seek out ways of making partnership with pri-
vate sector on the execution of the project in
Nigeria by next month.

He said aprivate company based in Nigeria
Interact Safety Systems limited, has *

THE Kano botanical garden has organ-
ized its maiden annual workshop at
the centre for democratic research and
training mambayya house in Kano. The
workshop was aimed at exploring the
potentials and challenges of the culture
and practice of traditional medicine in
the.country, and to foster understanding

collab?™tlon between
modern medicine practitioners and their

traditional counterparts.

The president of the Kano botanical
garden, Dr Fatima Batulu Muktar said
the workshop was organized to sensitize
the public on the importance of plants to
human health and the need for the con-
servation and research on ethno medi-
cine. She explained that the garden which
was established two years ago is aiming to
incuk™ gL AT ofhS?2S°

cine to the society, saying that is hoped
to be formally commissioned in May this

year and sought the contribution of pol-
icy makers towards the conservation of
plants for medicinal and other purposes.

The chairman ofthe Traditional med-
icine practitioners association ofNigeria,
who is also a director of the National
Universities Commission (NUC) pro-
fessor Lawal Alhassan Bichi said there
is the need for more awareness on ethno
medicine, as more revenue is generated
worldwide in it, he shunned the attitude
of traditional herbalists towards their

nal proceedings against ETISALAT for disobeying the law.

Nigeria, Tunisia partner on desertification

been given the contract of executing the
project starting next month.

The Minister of Environment John Odey
also expresses optimism that the project would
bring reliefto fight against desertification in
Nigeria.

The Project Director of Interact System
Simon Naotm spoke on the many benefits of
planting Cactus as a desert reducing plant said
the plant to include food for man and animals
and as an industrial rawmaterial for cosmetics

uses.

own developments sighting examples of
sabotage and mischiefin the process of
unifying them.

In his remarks the vice chancellor of
Umaru YarAdua University Katsina, Pro-
fesssor Abdullahi Mustapha s poke on the
relevance ofethno medicine as ameans of
ethnic identity, and the challenges posed
by the advent of modern pharmaceuti-
cals ,he also emphasized on the need for
the regulation of herbal medicine and the
Assessment ofits safety.
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Muujd 10gei sanitary

By Nasir Imam

THE FCT Administration (FCTA)
will soon introduce sanitary
inspectors to give close environ-
mental monitoring of the entire
Federal Capital Territory.

The FCT Minister, Senator
Muhammad Adamu Aliero made
this revelation on Monday during
the FCT Operations Briefing Ses-
sion in Gwarinpa | District, Abuja.

The Minister further revealed
that when the Sanitary Inspectors

come on board, house to house
environmental and sanitary con-
dition would be better monitored
and improved.

According to him, this measure
will go a long way in improving
sanitary conditions of individual
residentofthe Territory especially
on their personal hygiene.

Senator Aliero charged prop-
erty owners in the Federal Capital
Territory to as a matter ofurgency
beautify their houses by planting
flowers and ornamental trees.

The Minister urged the Fed-
eral Ministries and Parastatals
as well as corporate organiza-
tions to also do something about
theirimmediate environments by
planting flowers in their areas of
jurisdiction. *

Senator Aliero reiterated that
improved environmental condi-
tion will positively impact on the
health condition ofthe residents
ofthe Territory; insisting thatpre-
vention is better than cure.

He directed the Abuja Envi-
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Inspectors

ronmental Protection Board
(AEPB) to embark on aggres-
sive campaign to achieve optimal
result and to also invite the cor-
porate organisations to buy into
this Abuja Clean Environment
initiative.

Meanwhile, the AEPB from
December 17, 2009 - February
10, 2010 evacuated 303.6m3 spe-
cial wastes from 276 Health Facili-
ties in 20 Districts and 3 Satellite
Towns ofthe Federal Capital Ter-
ritory.

PIX: KENNEDY EGBONODJE

Nigeria's Copenhagen experience an eye-opener-0dey

By Mustapha Suleiman

THE Minister of Environment,
Mr. John Odey yesterday at the
National Climate Change Post-
Copenhagen Summit held in
Abuja stated that the Nigerias
presence at the Conference was
an eye opener to the global envi-
ronmental and sustainable devel-
opment politics.

Mr. Odey noted that the theme
ofthe summit “National Climate
Change Awareness and Global

Climate Agreement Process” is
timely and appropriate following
the United Nations Conference on
Climate Change held in Copen-
hagen, Denmark between 7 and
19th December, 2009, which fell
short ofour expectation.

He said, “the high-level seg-
mentbroughttogether 115 Heads
of State. There is little doubt that
the Copenhagen Conference left
itsmark in history as never before
had climate change featured so
prominently on the international

agenda. Although feelings about
the outcome are mixed. Mil-
lions of people around the world
had hoped that the Conference
would be a turning point in the
battle against climate change. The
conclusions of the conference
however clearly imply the need
to search forhome -grown strate-
gies to address the challenges of
climate change at national level,”

The Minister added that
immediately after the Copenha-
gen Conference, the Federal Gov-

ernment set in motion processes
to map out strategies for both mit-
igation and adaptation purposes.
“We are fast-tracking the
development of the National
Adaptation Plan of Action
(NAPA) as a proactive strat-
egy for national response to the
looming negative consequences
of climate change just as we are
exploring areas of collaboration
with our development partners
on both mitigation and adapta-
tion projects,” the Minister said.

uyo launches
trash bags for
residents

From Yemi Bamidele, Ibadan

OYO State government has
launched trash collection bags
code named “Apo Akala” for res-
idents of the state in its bid to rid
the state, particularly Ibadan, the
capital of environmental pollu-
tion thus making state neat With
aviewto reducing communicable
diseases.

The state Commissioner
for Environment and Water
Resources, Alhaji Majekodurimi
Aborode, told newsmen in
Ibadan on the occasion of the
launching ofthe trash-nylon bags
which cost N20 per unit, that it
was specially designed for the use
ofmembers ofthe public notably
road sweepers, market mgn and
women, members ofthe National
Union of Road Transport Work-
ers [NURTW] and other resi-
dents ofthe State.

According to the commis-
sioner, even though the produc-
tion cost of the bags was N35
per bag, the State Government
had subsidized it so as to make it
affordable for the entire members
ofthe public.

He further spoke on the bene-
fits ofthe trash bagswhich he said
include neat and safe disposal of
wastes, reduction in emergence
of communicable diseases usu-
ally associated \Vith unhygienic
mode ofrefuse collection and dis-
posal aswell as standardization of
refuse management.

The Commissioner noted
with delight that Ibadan, Oyo
State capital, which was adjudged
as one of the dirtiest cities in
the world by the United Nation
Development Programme
[UNDP] some years back, has
started wearing a new look with
the ongoing improvement in the
area of environmental sanitation
and beautification of the State,
especially under the present
administration.

Specifically, he stated that
this complete turn-around in the
general cleanliness of Ibadan, thd
seat of Oyo State Government in
particular and the State in gen-
eral has been receiving accolades
and applause from national and
international agencies as well as
non-governmental organisations.

Berlin Renewables Academy, OGS partner on energy

From Mohammed Shosanya,Lagos

RENEWABLE energy devel-
opment in West Africa is set to
receive a major boost with the
coming together of Renewable
Academy ofBerlin and Oil &Gas
Soft Skills to deliver world class
training in i-enewable energy
solutions across the region.

To this end, a five-day course

will hold in Berlin, Germany in
June to focus on understanding
the investment opportunities in
the renewable energy industry.
Speaking recently at the
partnership signing ceremony,
CEO of Oil and Gas Soft Skills,
Emmanuel Emielu, disclosed
that West African governments
and businesses now have the
opportunity to build critical

skills and insights for the devel-
opment of renewable technolo-
gies and businesses across the
region. Renewable energy tech-
nologies offer a short cut for
rural and infrastructural devel-
opment of our countries, and
OGS is proud to be part of this
phenomenal window of oppor-
tunity, he added.

In his remarks, RENAC

Chairman, Berthold Breid said
“RENAC isverypleased aboutthe
partnership with OGS. Renew-
able Energies are an important
answer to the energy challenges
of nations. For the success-
ful development of renewable
energy markets, RENACT train-
ing concept comprises the build-
ing up ofknow how in technical,
financial, project management,

international market develop-
ment as well as sales and market-
ing topics. Most of our courses
are enriched by practical exer-
cises in our Training Centre”
Renewables Academy AG
(RENAC) is one of the leading,
international providers of edu-
cation and training in the fields
ofrenewable energy and energy
efficiency. i
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Ibrahim Isa Bio has stated that it
is the intention of Government
to work hard towards elevating
the current status of the country
in international maritime indus-
try. He said that as a step in that
direction, Nigeria will work hard
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tcrrnove up from the €ategory “C
status at the International Mari-
time Organisation (IMO) Coun-
cil to the more prestigious Cate-
gory “B” at the foreseeable future.

The Minister stated this
recently when he inaugurated
a Committee on the Auditing,

Military introduces desert
camouflage uniform

From Mahmud Lalo, Jos

NIGERIAN troops deployed to Jos, Plateau state following the outbreak
of civil unrest last month have introduced the desert camouflage uni-

form for the Jos operation.

The Assistant Director, Army Public Relations, (APRO) Rukuba 3rd
Armoured Division, Lieutenant Colonel Galadima Shekari disclosed

this yesterday.

According to Shekari, the introduction of the desert camouflage
uniform was necessary saying that the uniform will give those that are
actively involved in the operation a unique identity.

He added that the people in the North are not very familiar with the
navy and air force uniform, which makes some residents to doubt them
stressing that “with the desert camouflage we have now harmonized all
those that are participating in the operation so that the Army, Navy and
the Air Force will have one single identity”

Shekari further explained that by Tuesday February 16th, 2010 all
participantsin the operation would be fully kitted as many soldiers and
officers are already wearing the uniform.

Impact of sanitation on survival

UNICEF reports recently indi-
cated that diarrhea prevalence rate
in Nigeria is 18.8 per cent.

The rate, according to the
report, is'* one ofthe worstin sub-
Saharan Africa.”

For many experts, the situa-
tion is ""just not good enough” for
a leading producer of crude oil,
especially as children remain the
worstvictims ofsuch apreventable
disease.

Associated mostly with vom-
iting, purging and dehydration,
diarrhea has been identified by
the Nigerian health authorities as
the second largest direct cause of
child morbidity and mortality in
Nigeria.

According to statistics from
UNICEF, diarrhea accounts for
more than 16 per cent of child
deaths. That is a total of 150,000
deaths amongst children under
five, annually.

Experts trace the disease to a
lack of access to basic sanitation
facilities and poor hygiene prac-
tices.

Theysayitis closely connected
with malnourishment, as under-
nourished children usually have a
compromised immune system and
arealso atahigher risk of develop-
ing pneumonia.

Recent reports from the World
Health Organisation (WHO) have
confirmed that Nigerian children
will continue to be victims of
diarrheaasthe countryis said to be
one ofthe seven high-population
countries with

total sanitation coverage ofless
than 50 per cent.

In effect, less than half of

the population has access to
improved sanitation and the
access is as low as 10 per cent in
some states with the situation
worse in the rural areas.

The situation, according to
the reports, has worsened in
the last two decades, with envi-
ronmental sanitation problems
resulting in an escalating nega-
tive impact on public and envi-
ronmental health.

Experts say poor environ-
mental sanitation in Nigeria is
characterised by the presence of
heaps of refuse in cities, indis-
criminate disposal of solid and
other wastes, blocked drains,
overgrown weeds, among others.

The state offood sanitation in
homes, markets and abattoirs is
equally appalling and unwhole-
some as food meant for human
consumption is exposed to dust,
flies, bacteria and other micro-
organismes, they say.

The experts say that such
probably accounts for the
increasing cases of food-borne
diseases such as cholera, food
poisoning and typhoid fever.

According to Mr Jones Abari,
an Abuja-based community
health expert, the lack o fsafe and
private toilets and hand-washing
facilities in schools has ensured
aquicker development ofsanita-
tion-related diseases on children.

At this years National Envi-
ronmental Sanitation Day, Alhaji
Yayale Ahmad, the Secretary to
the Government of the Federa-
tion (SGF), deplored the poor
sanitary condition in the coun-
try,and urged Nigerians to assist

Wrecking, Clearing and Sale of
Residual Metalson Nigeriawater-
ways. Speaking further at the
inauguration, Alhaji Bio stressed
the need to clear our navigational
channels of barges and boats as
well as abandoned vessels that
have constituted hazard/to safe
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FG movestotackie wrecks onwatenneys

navigation. In his words, “ It is
a matter of utmost concern to
note that these seized barges and
boats now litter the ports, jetties
and channels of several Naval
facilities in Warri, Sapele, Lagos,
Calabar and Port Harcourt hav-
ing been detained for long period

and then power the radio for up to 27 hours

government in creating aware-
ness on the prevalence of sanita-
tion-related diseases.

Ahmad urged the states and
local governments to join hands
with the Federal Government in
its effort to take environmental
sanitation ""'to a higher level”.

The chairman, Senate Com-
mittee on Environment, Mrs
Grace Bent, recently expressed

MR.JohnOdey *

worry at Nigerias poor sanitary
habit, and advised that environ-
mental issues should be put on
the front burner.

“Theissues should be handled
with all seriousness,” she said.

For Dr Suomi Sakai, UNICEF
representative in Nigeria, quality
health, especially that ofchildren,
could only be enhanced ifsanita-
tion is enhanced.

‘A good sanitation that should
ensure child survival shouldbe
treated as one of the rights of the
child that must be enforced,” he
said.

According to Sakai, UNICEF

is collaborating with the govern-
ment and other stakeholders to
establish the right system and
strengthen institutional capacity
at national and sub-national lev-
els for scaling up successful sani-
tation models.

To ensure a good environ-
ment, the Minister of Environ-
ment, Mr John Odey, said recendy
thatgovernmentwas introducing
strategies aimed at resolving envi-
ronment issues holistically.

According to him, the Minis-
try has constructed a bailing cen-
tre at Mpape, Abuja, where refuse
would be dumped before being
sorted out, while the house-to-
house sanitary inspection has
been reawakened in collaboration
with the ministry of health.

He said that steps had also
been taken to enforce standards
in waste disposals.

Odey said that food sanita-
tion and its related problems
have posed great challenges to
the country and explained that
a National Policy Guideline on
Food Sanitation has been devel-
oped to provide general principles
for proper and hygienic handling
of food.

He said thatatraining manual
on food sanitation has been dis-
tributed to states, local govern-
ments and other stakeholders in
order to facilitate capacity build-
ing on food handling.

He said that the ministry was
collaborating with the federal
ministry of education to develop
guidelines for school food ven-
dorson home-grown school feed-
ing and health programme.

of time due to bureaucratic bot-
tlenecks and litigation which have
hampered their early release. The
clearing ofthese wrecks from our
waterways and navigational chan-
nels will further enable us to com-
ply with international standards
in the Maritime sector.”

eswin be recharged by the sun

The policy, he said, would
ensure school health policy, peri-
odic surveillance and fumigation
ofschools.

Odey said that the ministry
was constructing a pilot biogas
plant for the conversion of abat-
toir waste to biogas and organic
fertilizer, while markets would be
strictly monitored to be sanitation
compliant.

He also spoke ofplans to resus-
citate inspection of premises by
the sanitary inspectors and envi-
ronmental health officers, say-
ing that mobile courts would be
set up to try sanitary offenders.

But as the nation works
toward better sanitation habit,
Mr Jonathan Burton, the Coun-
try Representative of WaterAid,
said it was unfortunate that
more than 70 million Nigerians
still practice open defecation.

“The only way to tackle the
problem is through strong poli-
cies that would be implemented
by all tiers of government,” he
said.

He advised Nigerian lead-
ers to pay attention to policies
that reduce poverty and hunger,
as well as those that would pro-
mote education for all, gender
equality, reduce child mortality
and improve maternal health.

Analysts, while calling
for more concerted effort to
improve public health, have said
that Nigeria’s ability to meet the
target of halving child mortality
by 2015 would largely depend on
the collaborative effort of all the
tiers of government. (NANFea-
tures)

*
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'Exclusive
breastfeeding

benefits
adulthood’

NAFDAC secures
conviction offake drug
Importer

Stories by Onimisi Alao

THE National Agency for Food and Drug Administration
and ControL(NAFDAC) has secured the conviction of a
drug dealer }dhn Mbanude for importing fake products
into the country. '

The federal High Court sitting, in Kaduna which
described Mbanudes act as being unpatriotic and
inhuman ordered him to pay a fine 0fN500,000.

NAFDAC which instituted the case says in astatement
that Mbanude who operates from Onitsha imported fake
Delta Medicated and Antiseptic Soap on March 19, 2003
and that labouratory analysis of the product showed that it
did not contain the ingredients of a medicated soap.

The statement which noted that the offence is
punishable under Section 1(a) of Counterfeit and Fake
Drug and Unwholesome Processed Foods Act of 1999 said
when the charge was read to the accused he pleaded guilty
and asked the court for leniency.

Giving the judgement which lasted for 30 minutes,
according to the statement from NAFDAC, the presiding
judge Justice Mohammed Lawal Shuaibu argued that
importation of fake products was causing the deaths of
millions of Nigerians and that appropriate punishment
was necessary to discourage people from the act.

By law, aconvicted fake drug importer is liable to ajail
term of at least five years or an option ofafine 0fN500,000.

Daily Trust recalls thatNAFDAC has been pushing for
stiffer penalty for convicted fake drug dealers to add more
bite to the war against fake and counterfeit drugs and food
products.

Heart group lists seven
essentials for heart

health

THE American Heart Association has identified seven
secrets to along life: Stay away from cigarettes. Keep aslen-
der physique. Get some exercise. Eatahealthy diet and keep
your cholesterol, blood pressure and blood sugar in check.

Research shows that most 50-year-oldswho do that can
live another 40 years free of stroke and heart disease, two ot
the most common killers, says Dr. Clyde Yancy, president
ofthe Association.

The association is introducing an online quiz to help
people gauge how close they are to the ideal. Ifyou fall a
bit short, it offers tips for improving.

“These seven factors - if you can keep them ideal or
control them - end up being the fountain ofyouth for your
heart,” said Dr. Donald M. Lloyd-Jones, a cardiologistwho
was lead author of the statement. “You live longer you
live healthier longer, you have inuch better quality ol hie
in older age, require less medication, less medical care

Specifically, those with ideal cardiovascular health
can answer yes to the following: Never smoked or quit
more than one year ago. Body mass index less than 25.
Get at least 150 minutes of moderate exercise or 75 min-
utes ofvigorous exercise each week. Blood pressure below
120/80. Fasting blood glucose less than 100. Meet at least
four ofthese dietafy recommendations: 4 1/2 cups offruit
and vegetables a day; two or more 3.5-ounce servings a
week of fish; drink no more than 36 ounces of sugar-
sweetened beverages aweek; three or more 1-ounce serv-
ings offiber-rich whole grains a day; less than 1,500 mil-
ligrams a day of salt.

The online quiz calculates a score based on the
answers, 10 being the ideal. Doctors say the quiz is agood
way for people to getahandle on how they’re doing, espe-
cially since people often think they’re doing better than
they actually are. (AP News)

HEN the Coun-

try Director
W of UNICEF
(Nigeria), Dr Suomi Sakai,
had the opportunity to
comment on issues involv-
ing children’s health yes-
terday, she educated many
on the short and long-term
benefits of exclusive breast-
feeding.

Exclusive breastfeeding
is vital to the children, she
noted, not just because the
breast milk is nutritious,
strengthens the child, and
protects him from diseases,
it is also because it aids the
childs robust growth and
intellectual development.
How well children develop
into adulthood, she empha-
sized, depends much on the
exclusive breast milk he or
she had or did not have in
at least the first six months
of life.

Excusive breastfeeding,
by which is meant adequate
feeding of the new baby
with nothing other than the
mother’s breast milk for at
least the first six months, is
identified by medical sci-
ence to be the healthiestway
to feed the baby.

Breast milkis said to pro-
vide ‘tomplete and perfect
nourishment for infants,
boosting their immune sys-
tem and protecting them
from potential Killers such
as diarrhoea and pneumo-
nia.” It is said to also mini-
mise an infants exposure
to potentially unsafe food
or water,” and now saves
estimated six million lives
every year.’

Recent findings have it
that the positive effect of
breast feeding on later cog-
nitive function continues to
be the most consistent effect.
It is established that breast
feeding is likely to protect
against some immune-
related diseases later in life,
such as type 1diabetes, coe-
liac disease, inflammatory
bowel diseases and perhaps
cancer. Furthermore, breast
is believed to be associated
with alower blood pressure
and serum cholesterol. Most
new studies show a protec-
tive effect against later obes

ity, although it is said to be
small. A new hypothesis
suggests that breast feeding
programmes the insulin-
like growth factor axis and
results in higher growth
velocity in later years.

It is no special breast-
feeding campaign season.
All it took, instead, was an
advocacy visitto the Nigeria
office ofthe United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF)
yesterday by the man-
agement of the National
Agency for Food and Drug
Administration and Control
(NAFDAC). The agency was
atthe UN House in Abuja to
seek further collaboration
with the UN health organ
on areas of mutual interest,
including the promotion of
aculture of breastfeeding in
Nigeria for maximum nutri-
tive effects.

The NAFDAC Director
General, Dr Paul Orhii who
thanked UNICEF for the
collaborative efforts that he
said had helped the agency
in its tasks in the past said
it still needed UNICEF on
many challenging health
issues, including how to
sensitize Nigerians on the
desirability of exclusive
breastfeeding.

H e said NAFDAC
was still working
on achieving a halt

in flagrant and aggressive’
promotion and market-
ing of breast milk substi-
tutes, something which he
said had become ‘a major
contributory factor to the
decline in exclusive and
optimal breastfeeding rates
in Nigeria vis-a-vis high
infant mortality and mor-
bidity rates’

Some 20 years ago, what
was called the Innocenti
Declaration was launched
to save the lives of millions
of babies. It sought a com-
mitment from governments
to support and encourage
exclusive breastfeeding,
which UNICEF believes
gives children the best start
in life. It is on record that
since the launch in 1990
global breastfeeding rates
have risen rather slowly,

especially in less developed
and largely uninformed
countries.

UNICEF which was
created by the United
Nations General Assembly
on December 11,1946 has
been working in Nigeria
since 1953 to support the
government of Nigeria
implement ( programmes
and policies for the realisa-
tion of children’s wellbeing
and rights.

Despite efforts by inter-
national agencies like
UNICEF and national gov-
ernment agencies like NAF-
DAC, too many babies are
still suffering malnutrition
and even dying in many
cases because they’re not
being exclusively breast fed.
According to researches,
exclusive breastfeeding for
the first six months - with
continued breastfeeding for
the first year - could save
1.3 million lives every year,
well over 3,000 lives each
day. It is further computed
that if breastfeeding is con-
tinued alongside appropri-

ate complementary feed-
ing until at least age two,
the world could be saving
5,500 additional lives daily.

The struggle to incul-
cate the culture of exclusive
breastfeeding in Nigeria
has been fraught with
restrictive realities, such
as the difficulty of career
motherswho have to spend
an average of nine hours in
office, almost invariably
away from the newborn
baby. A nursing mother can
only spend three months on
maternity leave by existing
labour laws.

Happy that he was
able to secure the assur-
ance of Dr Suomi Sakai
that UNICEF would sup-
port efforts of NAFDAC to
promote exclusive breast-
feeding, Dr Paul Orhii
announced that NAFDAC
had put a creche in place
and would willing oblige
request for help from other
organisations which may
wish to establish creches of
their own for use ofnursing
mothers.
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DPO assures airport PCRC
of adequate security

By AbubakarYakubu

THE new divisional police officer of Airport
Police Division, Mr Enele Samuel, a deputy
superintendent, Saturday pledged to assist
the Police Community Relations Committee
(PCRC) in ensuring adequate security around
the airport community in Abuja.

Deputy Superintendent of Police Enele
Samuel said the police will assist the PCRC to
putinto practice all security information that
aims to curb crimes.

He said strategies would be adopted in
coaching the PCRC members as contained in
apaper he presented in November last year to
participants at Hajj Camp, Murtala Moham-
med International Airport (MMIA) Lagos,
where he last served before his recent posting.

The divisional police officer praised
the formation of PCRC in 1984 by former
inspector-general of police, Etim Inyang,
adding that members of the committee are
successful people from all walk of life with
missions to develop the security of their
community.

He said sacrifices have to be done to achieve
great results in community policing as well as
absolute devotion before residents are issued
with PCRC membership identification card
asaway of encouragement.

The police officer urged PCRC members to
be conscious about their role as police inform-
ants and to verify information before giving
them to the police, who will also verify before
taking necessary action in crime prevention
and prosecute the suspects.

On the issue of the last ‘mock bomb rescue
exercise; the divisional police officer stated
that the police did their best to communicate
the matter, adding that response was timely
but more attention will Ipe paid to such inci-
dence.

He promised to resolVe the Igbo Chief-
taincy conflict existing in Bassan Airport Vil-
lage so that the two divided parties will settle
their differences very soon.

AIT reporter killed at Karu

By AbubakarYakubu

A reporter with the African Inde-
pendent Television (AIT), Mr
Efenji Efenji was on Sunday night
brutally murdered by a gang,
who accosted him at Cortland
Gardens, Karu, where he went
to spend the Valentine Day cel-
ebrations with his wife and nine
months old baby girl.

The victims cousin, Innocent
Eneji said the deceased and him-
self decided to take their wives
and babies out on Valentine’s Day
and settlecffor Cortland Gardens
atabout 10pm.

He said while entering the
place; they observed unruly
behaviours from some of the cus-
tomers of the place and linked it
to the free beer from an on- going
promotion sponsored by some
beer breweries.

Eneji disclosed that Efenji got
up to dance and only heard his cry
from a distance and had to trace
where it was coming from.

‘As | got to the place, | metover

10 persons using axe, machetes
and bottles on Efenji, who on
sighting me crawled and grabbed
my legs to beg me to save him as
he was about to be killed,” the wit-
ness said.

The victim’s cousin said he
immediately rushed at the assail-
ants before Efenji got up and
climbed over abarbed wire nee
to escape.

Eneji lamented that when the
police arrived the scene of the
incident; they arrested him along
with two other suspects and
refused to listen to his explanation
that there was an injured person
over the fence.

“l kept on telling the police
that we should go in search of my
relative, who was injured but they
ignored me and locked me in their
cell,” he added.

Our reporter learnt that the
corpse of the journalist was seen
close to Karu market by a security
man in the area, who alerted the
police at 4 am yesterday.

Father of the deceased, Mr

Efenji, expressed his disappoint-
ment at the action of Karu divi-
sional crime officer, when he was
approached for explanation.

He said the officer told him that
the case was that of two fighting
and that it was not a police case,
adding that he was shocked that
such statements could come out
ofasenior police officer.

The Metro Area Commander,
Assistant  Commissioner  of
Police Sunday Odukoya was the
first top police officer to arrive at
Karu Police Station to monitor the
level of investigations carried out
on the case.

The commander expressed his
disappointment at the arrest of
the victims cousin and ordered
his immediate release.

A police source told City News
that the police from Karuonly car-
ried out arrests at the crime scene
when the manager called them at
about 11 .30 pm Sunday and did
not take pictures ofthe brokenbot-
tles and blood stains as weU as the
barb wire the victim pulled down

before he scaled over a fence.
The source said the area com-

Also speaking on the issue, FCT
Police Spokesperson, Moshood

mander was also not happy with
that development and ordered
that proper investigations be car-
ried out immediately.

At the Karu Police Station, rel-
atives of the deceased were con-
soled by the area commander,
who told the press that investiga-
tions were just beginning in the
case and that journalists will be
briefed about the situation.

The divisional crime officer of
Karu, Mr Lewis denied telling the
deceased person’ father that the
case is not a police case. He said
he only told the father that they
can collect the corpse whenever
they wanted from the mortuary
at National Hospital, adding that
as a crime officer, he knows the
issue is that of culpable homicide
which is aserious crime case.

The crime officer denied any
enticement from the manager of
the garden, where the incident
happened and said the manager
isin detention.

Jimoli, a superintendent, said at
about 22.45 hours Sunday, the
police received a complain of a
free for all fight at Cortland Gar-
dens and rushed there to investi-
gate.

He said at 5.30 am yesterday,
a security guard around Karu
market reported the presence ofa
corpse close to the market and the
police rushed to the scene to-take
pictures as well as identified him
from his identity card.

‘The FCT police commissioner
has detailed the deputy com-
missioner in charge of criminal
investigations department to take
charge and | must assure you that
the police are doing their best as
two suspects have been arrested,”
he disclosed.

It would be recalled that a few
weeks ago, a female lawyer, her
maid as well as security guard
were brutally killed with simi-
lar instruments used on the AIT
reporter.
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Maid admits
stealing N1 m from
Reps member

By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem A.
Fatai

A maid Friday in qourt admit-
ted stealing N1 million from Ker
master, Henry Seriake Dickson
of the National Assembly, Abuj'a
on February 6, 2010.

The maid, Mary Eneji how-
ever denied that she converted
the money for her own use.

Police prosecutor, Abdul
Alhassan stated in court that on

February 6, 2010, one Barrister
Friday N. Nwosu of No 2, Idris
Garba Close, Apo Legislative
Quarters, Abuja, reported to the
police that the accused stole N 1
million belonging to her master.

“The accused connived with
two other persons now at large
to enter the bedroom of her
master to steal N 1 million with-
out his consent,” the prosecutor
added.

He went further to state that

the offence the accused commit-
ted is punishable under Sections
79 and 288 of the Penal, Code
Law.

When the charge was read to
the lady, she admitted stealing
the money, but denied convert-
ing it to her own use.

The maid told the court some
persons persuaded her to steal
the money and bring it to them.

After taking her plea, the
prosecutor asked the court for
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a date for hearing, while Chief
Magistrate Hafsat Soso granted
the accused bail in the sum of
N200,000 with two reasonable
sureties in like sums.

The magistrate also ruled that
the sureties must be civil serv-
ants who must reside within the
court’s jurisdiction and swear to
affidavits to produce the accused
in court on the adjourned date.

The case was adjourned to
March 24 for hearing.

RURAL dwellers in FCT displaying their farm products during an event in Abuja recently.

Woman in court over forged documents

By Hussein Yahaya & Ibraheem A.
Fatai

THE poTiceyesterday arraigned
a 50-year-old woman before
an Abuja magistrate court for
alleged conspiracy and forgery.

The woman, Mrs. Dorcas
Yahayawas accused of collabo-
rating with other persons now
at large to forge some FCDA
documents.

Prosecutor Boniface
Asogwa, a superintendent
of police, told the court that
sometimes in March 2002, at

the FCDA Quarters in Area
11, Abuja, the accused forged
FCDA%S documents of offer
(MFCT/LA/2878) and a tech-
nical deed plan.

“The accused dishonestly
and fraudulently forged FCDA’
documents with the intent to
make them look like docu-
ments that originated from the
FCDA,” the prosecutor stated.

He said the accused used the
documents at various police
formations in Abuja and FCDA
headquarters, Abuja, thereby
committing offences punish-

able under Sections 97 (1), 364
and 366 of the Penal Code Law.

When the three-count
charge was read to the accused,
she denied the charges and
requested for bail, which was
vehemently opposed by the
prosecutor on the grounds that
the accused might jump bail or
interfere with police investiga-
tions.

Magistrate Hadiza Dodo
adjourned the case to today
when application for the
accused person’s bail will be
determined.

PIC: ABUBAKAR YAKUBU

Man accused
of stealing
generator

By Usman A. Beilo & Chioma Anoze

A middle-aged man, Kennedy
Orihabor, has been arraigned
before an Abuja Area Court for
allegedly stealing a generator set
belonging to Mr. Komi Azigode.

Pplice  prosecutor, Musa
Abdjullahi, told the court that the
accused who resides in Mpape
village, Abuja, committed the
offence on January 29, this year,
atabout 1am.

The prosecutor stated further
that the accused entered into
Azigodes compound and made
away with his generator set and
N95,000 cash, adding that during
police investigations, the accused

veonfessed to the crime.

When the content of the First
Information Report (FIR) was
read to the accused, he pleaded
not guilty and requested for bail,
which was not objected to by the
prosecutor.

Judge Lavral Mannir granted
the accused bail in the sum'of
N10,000 with a surety in like
sum, who must reside within the
court’sjurisdiction and adjourned
the case to February 22 for hear-
ing.

In another case, two persons
were before an Abuja magistrate
court for alleged trespass and
public nuisance, offences con-
trary to Sections 348 and 183 of
the Penal Code Law.

The accused persons, Musa
Ahmed and Sunday Bitrus were
said to havte trespassed into the
premises of Pace Setter Acad-
emy School, at Wuse Zone 7,
Abuja.

Police prosecutor, David Udeh,
informed the court that the
accused persons were arrested
inside the school’s premises and
brought to the police station,
adding that during investigation,
they could not give a satisfactory
account of themselves.

The accused persons pleaded
not guilty after listening to the
charges and requested for bail.
Magistrate  Fatima  Murtari
granted them bail in the sum of
N 10,000 each with one surety
each in like sums.

The case was adjourned to
March 2 for hearing.

22-year-oid jailed for theft

By Usman A Bello & Bumi Omolohin

AN Abujamagistrate court recently
sentenced 22- year- old Abubakar
Lawal to seven days imprisonment
for stealing money from a lady’s
hand bag.

Police prosecutor, Adamu
Abdullahi, had earlier told thecourt
that on February 3, one Grace Obi
ofthe Federal Capital Development
Authority (FCDA) reported to the
police that the accused dipped his
hand into her hand bag at Wuse Bus
stop and stole N2,000 from itbefore
he was sighted and apprehended by

other bystanders.

He said during police investiga-
tions, the accused confessed to the
offence that is punishable under
Section 287 of the Penal Code Law.

The accused pleaded guilty to the
charge and begged for leniency, say-
ing he stole out of temptation as he
has no means of livelihood.

The prosecutor urged the court
to try him summarily under Sec-
tion 157 of the Criminal Proce-
dure Code (CPC) and Magistrate
Aminu Ari sentenced him to seven
days imprisonment or an option of
N300 fine
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CORPS members during an empowerment programme at Kubwa recently. DIGNITARIES during the'FCT Rural Week' in Abuja recently.

FIREMEN battling to put out fire from a vandalised oil pipeline at Gada-Bivu vil-

lage ...lastWednesday. FCT PDP Chairman Alhaji Alhassan Suleiman Gwagwa (right) addressina PDP

members at Kwali ...Thursday.

STUDENTS of Government Girls Secondary School Abaji, during the school'sinter-house sports competition at Abaji on Wednesday.



48

Tuesday, February 16,2010 DAl LY TRUS

Re: Jos ithno - Religious Crisis ol January 2010

Communique issued by Concerned Elders of Plateau State after their

meeting on Monday, 8’ February, 2010, in Jos on the recent crisis in
Plateau State.

10.

The elders of Plateau State commiserate with the government and people of
Plateau State and indeed Nigeria over yet another unnecessary, unwarranted
and wanton destruction of innocent fives and properties of citizens in Jos and its

The Elders pray for the quick recovery of our dear presidentand Commanderm
ChiefAlhaji Umaru Musa Yar'adua GCFR who has been hospitalized for nearly
three months fnSaudi Arabia. s n

The Elders commend the efforts of the Federal Government especially the Vice
President Or. Good luck Jonathan GOON, for his prompt intervention and
personal visit to the State with his entourage. f

The Elders also appreciate the visit by representatives of the Governor» For” -
Traditional and Religious leaders, various associations, NGOs and public
spirited personswho visited and continue tovisitand support affected persons m
\I;I\/% commend the efforts of the State Governor Da Jonah David Jang for his
promptintervention togetherwith the securityservices incontaining the crisis.
We condemn totally the resorttoviolence at the slightest provocation and state in
no uncertain terms that there is no justification whatsoever for the unfortunate

TheBdelsForum reaffirms its unflinching faith in the unity of Nigeria with the
guaranteed right of every Nigerian to live and carry on lawful business inany part
of Nigeria irrespective of his religion, trite or creed.

The Elders believe that the dispute as to who is a settler or an indigene is
absolutely unnecessary as every Nigerian should feel free to settle down and
carry on his legitimate business inany part of the country. This clear provision of
our constitution carries with it a corresponding responsibility on settlers and
indigenes alike to respect the cultural and traditional values of each other.

We commend the openness and hospitality of Plateau State indigenes whose
sacrifice has made Jos and indeed the entire Plateau State the> mos
cosmopolitan city and state in the old Northern region of Nigena. SiTOecolonia
times and the emergence of tin mining, Jos has been home to the Urhobo,
Hausa Ibos .Yoruba, Nupes, Terawas etc who provided labour for European
mining companies and eventually settled down in the mining caf®and
suburbs that emerged. These people and their descendants have properly
integrated with theirhost communifies, Asa result, Plateau State has

Yoruba Commissioner. Igbo Board Chairman and Board Members an Urhobo
Member of the House of Assembly, various Hausa and Futani members of local
Governments, State and National Assemblies and many others. How many
states in Northern Nigeria can match these? Yet only one ethnic S™oup is crying
about marginalization in Jos among other settler stakeholders. It is this same
group thatis needlessly contesting the ownership of Joswith the indigenes.

For the avoidance of doubts, we list here below a few of several important
executive, legislative and judicial positions held by non indigenes in Plateau
State overthe Years.

EXECUTIVE POSITIONS

1
2.
3.
4
5

Noe

Dr. ChrisAbashlya . .
Alhaji DanjumaAdamu Dabo SPecialAsst, Tothe Governor - Bauchi
LateAlh*!;Mabudi

AlhajiAwc 3 Dankurma

AlhajiSaiisu Musa
HajiyaAltineMudi

Late Chief Janet Aktnrmade COmmissioner forRevenue - Qyo State
Special Adviser on Higher Education - Kaduna

Special Asst, tothe Governor- Nasarawa

Current Chairman Muslim Pilgrims Welfare Board-
Kano

CurrentSpecial Asst, tothe Governor - Kano
Current Special Asst, to the Governor- Kaduna
CurrentSpecial Asst, tothe Governor- Bauchi

Aihaji innusa Ubate

LEGISLATIVE POSITIONS

1. Alhaji lsiaku Gwamna Member House ofAssembly Kaduna - Gombe

2. Alhaji Isa Haruna Member House ofReps Lagos- Kano

3. AlhajiSalihu Nakande Member Northern House ofAssembly - Kano

4. Alhaji Inuwa Dan Anacha Member Plateau State House of Assembly - Kano
5. Alhaji InuwaAll, Member House ofRepsAbuja- Kano _
6. Aihaji InuwaAda Member Plateau State House ofAssembly - Bauchi
T. AlhajiM.K.Sani Member Plateau State House ofAssembly - Kano
8. Alhaji Dahiru Mabugo Member Plateau State House ofAssembly - Gombe
9. ChiefJ.K.Akporido Member Plateau State House ofAssembly - Delta
10. AlhajiAkawu Namata Member House of Reps ™Kano

11. AihajiA.A. Kazaure Member House of Reps - Jigawa

1£. AlhajiShehu Sale Hassan ~ Member House ofReps-Gombe

13. AihajiSamaila Mohammed Current Member House ofReps-Kano

14. Alhaji Ibrahim Baba Hassan Current Dep. Speaker House ofAssembly - Yobe
15. AihajiAsliyuWana Member House ofAssembly Nasarawa
JUDICIARY .

1. Hon.Justice Obi Okoye Chl_efJudge Plateau State-Anambra

2. Hon. Justice George Uloko ChiefJudge Plateau State - Benue

3.. Hon.Justice Luke Emefor Judge, High Courtof Justice - Imo

4. Hon JusticeM.0.Oyetunde Judge, High CourtofJJustice- Oyo

5. Hon. Justice Constance Momoh  Judge,High Court Justice-Edo

6. Hon. Justice Azinge Judge, High Court Justice - Delta

Except for the first three (3) legislative positions, all other appointments were made
between 1979 todate. We venture toask, are there no non indigenes like Ibos, Yoruba,
Urhobo. northern minority tribes and millions of other Nigerians in the Sabon Gens
and other *settler's quarters'of Bauchi,Kano, Zaria, Kaduna metropolis, Katsina etc.
Do the;) enjoy the kind of hospitality meted to settlersin Jos? How many have similar
positions as shown above? How many have represented these cities even at local

fr?2Jo?North Local Government Council, non indigenes have always been elected or
appointed intothe council since its creation. Forexample.

Alhajilsmaia Mohammed Bected Chairman. 1992, Hau”

AShaii Ibrahim Dasuki Nakande Gouncal Secretary 1992, Hausa

rhi Pke Elected Councilor, 1978. Ibo

AlhaiiRaii Elected Councilor, 1976, Yoruba

Today’s Jos North Local Government council includes thefollowing non indigenes

Elected Councilors
1. Hon. Kelechiku Nnamani Ibo - Enugu
2. Hon. Joseph Ukpabilbo- Imo

Supervisory Councilors
1. Hon. FelixOkonkwo Ibo-Abia
2. Hon. LindaAdeyele Yoruba

Yettheir people lay no claim to toe ownership ofJos v

11. We are proud of toe fact that the hospitality of Plateau State has provided a
permanent abode for ail peace loving Nigerians, nurtured and trained prominent
public officers, sportsmen, businessmen, actors, traditional rulers and statesmen
including the present and immediate past Governors of Bauchi State ( Governors
Ahmed Muazu and Isa Yuguda). Itis from the House of Asrnbiy of* s ® ~ uch*
that Plateau indigenes are being chased out. Ironically there have been calls for the
balkanization of Plateau State and ‘return' of Jos to Bauchi. From Gombe we have
hrs»rd weird and ridiculous suggestions that Federal Institutions in Plateau State
sSd iS e d to S i, Nasarawa and Kaduna States. Given these
circumstances, it needs no soothsayer to discern some of the remote causes of the
crisisinJos.

12 We condemn the style of reporting of the Jos cnsis by certain section of the media
which tend to portray Plateau indigenes and tow leaders as unfriendly, hostrie,
ethnocentric, and unaccommodating. Fortunately, history cannot Justify these reports.
Was it Plateau indigenes that burnt down churches in Nasarawa Gwom, killed and
burnt down houses of their brothers. Berom, Aftzare Anaguta Mwaghavul, Ngas
Gammai people etc? Who dominate Congo Rosha and Angwan Dalyop areas ofJos.
Or was it the Beroms that burnt their own houses and killed themselves in Bisichi.
Where are the corpses and Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs) fromtoe carnage in
these areas? Was it Plateau indigenes that razed downand tooted Ibo a”“oruba
shops in Bukuru? Regrettably the crisis has only succeeded in bringingiouUheanimal
instinct in man to the shame of ail whether Hausa or Berom, Anaguta. of (bojm w .
Tarawa. Taroh or Yoruba and whether Christian or Muslim, no one was spared this
carnage and we must all share in the blame without casting aspersions or accusing
fingers atany tribe orreligion.

13, Certain media houses have continued to show pictures of IDPs of a particular
religion thus creating the false impression that they are the only victims of the conflict
As ffto confirm this, corpsesof people of different tribesa ~ religiousare® t ~ and
displayed toihe media as victims from one ethnic group. This was the style exhibrted in
the 2008 crisis until itwas later admitted that the deceased persons disp'ayed and
given mass burial included non Muslims whose corpses were picked on the streets. It
is most unfortunate that the misfortune and death of innocent citizens is being used as
instalmentofpropaganda.

14 We note with regret the unfortunate reference oftoe crisis in Jos in certain quarters
as -genocide and dare to ask: Genocide by who, and against who? There can be no
justification for sectarian, ethnicor religious violence anywhere nNigena by

name itmay be called. Itis *genocide' inJos, itis equally genocide inBauchi, Tafawa
Balewa Maiduauri. Zangon Kataf, Kano, Kafanchan, Kaduna etc and must be
condemned with every legitimate force at our disposal. Genocide is a product of
terrorism and must not be condoned unless we want to retain our name in the US
watch listof terrorist countries.

15 We condemn the removal and redeployment of the immediate past policg
Commissioner Mr. Greg Anyanting in the heat of the nots.

Police was redeployed from Jos in similar circumstances during toe 2008 cnsis. A
svslem that punishes a person for speaking the truth is most despicable gnd
condemnable. Would the police authorities have preferred false reports that would
sweep the truth under the carpet? W e urge the authorities to redeploy this courageous
officer to his postimmediately.

16, We equally condemn the indiscriminate arrest and transfer of alleged rioters from
Plateau State for trial in Abuja. One detainee has already died in Police custody

Continued on next page
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without trial. Is this a vote of no confidence on the Plateau State judiciary or, where
ten is the rule of Saw? What has happened to the armed mercenaries from Kogi
State arrested in Jos and similarly transferred to Abuja during the last 2008 crisis?
We call on Nigerians to follow carefully the fate of the arrested youths and see how
many wifigo on trial and theirbackgrounds.

17, While we commend the military and security agencies, itis unfortunate that,
there were cases of gross professional and unethical conduct by uniformed men
who shot and killed innocent and defenseless civilians. Cases of lake soldiers'
were rampant and we wonder where and how these fake soldiers’ obtained
uniformsand armed appearing same as the ones used by men of the armed forces.
This matter calls for immediate investigation, otherwise confidence will be lost in
our armed forces who have distinguished themselves as international peace
keepers,"

18, We condemn inthe strongest terms the demolition and burning down of places
of worship for whatever reasons. If it is true that sectarian conflicts in Northern
Nigeria are not over religion, why burn down places of worship? Why slaughter
clergy men? Why attack worshippers inside their places of worship. Have we lost
our sense of moral values that we fail to appreciate the sanctity of churches and
mosques.

19, We listened with shock and dismay asAljazeera Cable Network TV announced
that the terrorist group Ai - Qaeda was prepared to intervene and supply arms to
defend Islamic groups in centra! Nigeria particularly Jos. We hope that the Federal
authorities and other Nigerians heard the news.

. 20. We call on the Plateau State Governmerrt to immediately set up structures that
will initiate dialogue and confidence building measures with the various
communities towards finding a lasting solution to the Jos crisis. We call on our
traditional Rulers. Religious, Tribal and Community leaders to preach peace,
tolerance and respect for one another’s religious beliefs, traditional and cultural
values. Though tribes and tongues may differ, though cultures religions and
traditions may differ, in brotherhood we stand under one true God from whom we
cam®© and unto whom we shall return and render account of our journey to this
world.

21, Once again, we commend the Vice president for appointing a 15 - man
committee to find lasting solutions to Ihe unfortunate perennial crisis in Jos. We
appeal to the various communities and stakeholders to cooperate with: the
committee and make suggestions on the way forward.

22. Finally, we Join the Vice presidentand all the people of Nigeria in pcaying that

thiswill be the last ethno religious crisis in Plateau State and indeed Nigeria. Unless

there is peace and justice in ail of Nigeria, our dream to be among the 20 most
. developed nations of the world will remain but a dream.

LONG LIVE PLATEAU STATE,
LONG LIVE THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
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Family Health

f a International

Family Health International (FH1) is dedicated to improving lives, knowledge, and understanding

worldwide through a highly diversified program of research, education, and services in family

health and HIV/AIDS prevention and care. Since our inception in 1971, FHI has formed
partnerships with national governments and local communities in dozens of countries
throughout the developing world to support lasting improvements in the health of individuals
and the effectiveness of health care systems. We are seeking qualified candidates for the
following position:

DIRECTOR, IT AND ADMINISTRATION (NIGERIA)
4

The Director, IT and Administration will provide leadership and managementto FHI Nigeria's
programs and projects in IT systems, including communications and IT applications and
packages, facilities and lease management safety and security, office administration,
inventory management, travel, and transport management.

Key Responsibilities

Manage IT and administration functions and their associated teams to ensure system
effectiveness, efficiency and value for money at the country office

Build systems and develop capacities to ensure effective operations of these functions
in FHI's 11 zonal offices in Nigeria

Lead the provision of technical and policy guidance and support the Country Director
and other country office departments and the zonal offices in IT and administration
services

SupportFHI’s affiliate, Achieving Health Nigeria Initiative (AHNI), in IT and administration
services

Minimum Requirements

BS/BA in IT, management or related field and 11-13 ~ears relevant experience in
international development organizations or the organizdcfprivate sector

Or MS/MAIn business administration or related field and 9-11 years relevantexperience
in international development organizations or the organized private sector

Or PhD in business administration or related field and 7-9 years relevant experience in
international development organizations or the organized private sector

5-7 years supervisory experience

Experience in managing IT/communications at a challenging technical level 1

In country operations management experience

Ability to travel within Nigeria at least 20% of work time and ability to travel internationally
when necessary

Note: This is not an expatriate position and no expatriate benefits or allowances will be
provided.

FHI has a competitive compensation package. Interested'candidates should visit FHI
international employment webpage at www.fhi.org/en/AboutFHI/Emplovmont/mdex.htm to
submit their resume/CV and cover letter, including salary requirements, online.

Thursday

» Creche M Nursery *Primary e,
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= Meet some of the best institutions in Nigeria
« Talk to representatives of leading foreign Universities
m Seminars & talks on Family Finance, School Choice and Curriculum, etc

NISE 2010 ...everything to help you make the right choice.

| » 180yeMa ldwusStr., by Coker Roundabout ibpeju.l
* Phsl 411 Negro Crescent, Of Euphrates Street, MsSara, Abuia,
email: mc@edumernkRg.ami
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Gov Shinkafi rejects
commissioner's resignation

GOVERNOR Mahmuda Shinkafi
of Zamfara has rejected the res-
ignation of Alhaji Kabiru Marafa
as Commissioner for Water
Resources.

A statement issued in Gusau on

Monday by Alhaji Adamu Katuru,
the Director of Press to Shinkafi
and made available to newsmen,
said that the governor had not for-
mally received Marafa’ resignation
notice.
% Itsaid: "' The Zamfara govern-
mentunder the leadership of Alhaji
Mahmuda Shinkafi denied the
receipt of resignation letter from
any of its commissioners.

PPA leadership
crisis; Court
rules March 25

By Abdulmutaliib A. Abu-
bakar

THE legal tussle between
the Chief Orji Ozor Kalu
led Progressive Peoples
Party (PPA) and the dis-
sident group of the party
led by Lisa Olu Akerele
would be decided by an
Abuja High Court on
March 25, 2010.

Crisis began after the
resignation of the former
National Chairman, Mr.
Clement Ebri and the
national convention con-
ducted last year which
brought Mr. Larry Esin
as Chairman.

Mr. Olu  Akerele
filed suit before Justice
Ogakwu seeking a decla-
ration that he should be
given a chance to com-
plete the term of Mr. Ebri,
having come from the
same geo-political zone
of the country with him,
as stipulated in the party’s
constitution.

Counsel to PPA, Bar-
rister Chiema Chukwu
(SAN), however, argued
that Akerele had no locus
standi to file the suit, hav-
ing resigned his appoint-
ment as Deputy National
Chairman (South) and
submitted that the cri-
sis within the party that
led to the resignation of
some key officers was an
intra-party matter which
should have been treated
as su*h.

Reacting, counsel to
Barr Eze* C. Alexander
(SAN) said the resigna-
tion of Akerele had no
effect whatsoever saying
that regarding the issue of
locus standi, Akerele had
the authority to challenge
the actions or inactions of
the party as a right.

By Muideen Olaniyi

THE Anambra State Public Offic-
ers and Elders Forum (ASPOF) has
urged Governor Peter Obi’s oppo-
nents in February 6 governorship
election in Anambra State to accept
the result in good faith and avoid
embarking on court action thatcould
distract his attention.

Chairman of the Forum and
former chairman of Police Service
Commission, Chief Simeon Okeke,
who spoke to newsmen in Abuja,

By Abbas Jimoh

ACTING
Jonathan has been advised to imme-
diately reshuffle the Federal Executive
Council in order to move the nation
forward.

FORMER national
aspirant of the Peoples Democratic

""The Zamfara State Govern-
ment wishes to re-affirm its confi-
dence in its political appointees and
has been enjoying their loyalty and
support.”

However, Marafa had last week
announced his resignation from
the cabinet atabriefhand over cer-
emony to protesthis re-deployment
from education to water resources
ministry.

He said: '* From today, | have
resigned my appointment as a
member of the Zamfara State
Executive Council. | thank Gov.
Mahmuda Shinkafi for giving me
the opportunity to serve under his

administration.”

Marafa was deployed to the
water resources ministry from edu-
cation in aminor cabinet reshuffle a
fortnight ago for allegedly refusing
to cancel the transfer ofasecondary
school principal.

The principal wis allegedly
indicted by a committee set up
by Marafa to investigate alleged
boarding school feeding misman-
agement.

It was learnt that after the com-
mittee submitted its report, the
commissioner consulted Shinkafi
on its findings and recommenda-
tions before taking the action to

also appealed to the contestants to

accept the result in good faith and

PDP chieftain advises Jonathan to

Party (PDP) Chukwuemeka Kanu,

in the overall interest a state that has
passed through political turmoil in
the last 11 years.

Okeke, however, noted that the
election had exposed some chal-
lenges that need to be addressed
before 2011 including omission of
registered voters and muddling up of
identity ofvoters. He said such prob-
lems could mar the 2011 general elec-
tions if left unattended to.

He said the group resolved, “that

who gave the advice yesterday in

President Goodluck

chairmanship

Abuja while speaking to journal-
ists, said nature abhors vacuum and
Nigeria needs the right machinery
and personnel to carry on.

“l commend the National Assembly
and the Eminent Elders Group for
their intervention that saved the coun-

punish the erring principal.

Meanwhile, a powerful delega-
tion has been raised to meet Marafa
and plead with him to reconsider
his resignation stand.

A Government House source
told the News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) in Gusua on Monday on
anonymity condition that' Mara-
fak resignation at this crucial sec-
ond term campaign bid would seri-
ously affect the governor.

" Government is keen in recon-
ciling its differences with Marafa,
especially because of his political
influence in Zamfara Central Sen-
atorial Zone.” (NAN)

Stop litigations, Anambra elders tell Ngige, others

in preparation for the 2011 general
election, Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) is called
upon to immediately commence a
comprehensive review of the voters’
register nationwide.

W hile hailing the conduct of the
security personnel during the elec-
tion particularly the police, he said
the timely intervention of Acting
President Goodluck Jonathan on the
seeming misconception that arose
before the election portrayed him as
unbiased and principled leader.

reshuffle cabinet

try from the brinks of collapse.

“HE (Jonathan) needs to work with
loyal and hardworking people and
if the cabinet reshuffle would be in
the best interest of the nation, then it
would be the proper thing to do, what
is paramount is that thing that would
benefit Nigerians in the long run, ”
Kanu said.
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2011: PDP
leaders

fault Emir's
endorsement
ofGovDoma

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

SOME leaders of the Peo-
ples Democratic Party
(PDP) in Nasarawa State
have faulted the endorse-
ment of Governor Aliyu
Akwe Doma by traditional
rulers, saying the chiefs
have usurped the party’s
constitutional role over the
2011 election.

Consequently, the party
chieftains have concluded
plans for a stakeholders’
meeting in the week to
address the matter with a
view to stopping the tradi-
tional rulers from interfer-
ing in party politics.

Former commissioner
during Abdullahi Adamu’s
regime, Musa llo Moham-
med who spoke to news-
men in Lafia, yesterday,
said the endorsements
coming for the governor
ahead of the 2011 election
are ill motivated and por-
tend grave implications for
democracy in the state.

The Emir of Lafia,
Alhaji Mustapha Agwai,
recently led traditional rul-
ers to Government House
in Lafia during which the
royal fathers endorsed the
governor. The Emir also
signed a communique of
the* people of Nasarawa-
South zone, declaring
that the meeting resolved
that “for the avoidance of
doubt, there is no vacancy
at the Lafia government
House in 2011 election
for the office of the Execu-
tive Governor of Nasarawa
State”.

But Ilo Mohammed
who was also present dur-
ing the controversial meet-
ing said yesterday, that he
and other chieftains of the
PDP have decided to go
against the endorsement.
“We realized we acted
against the will of the peo-
ple which is a norm in
democracy,” he said.

‘As PDP chieftains,
we have decided that the
communique was wrong
because it seeks to usurp
the roles of the party.
The party has democratic
organs and processes that
will lead to the endorse-
ment of an aspirant, and
none of this recognizes
traditional rulers. There-
fore, we are appealing to
our traditional rulers to
steer clear of party politics
so as not to risk the attend-
ant consequences on their
personalities”, Ilo Moham-
med said.
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Insicle Politic

2011:"Youths must
resort to akasa a tsare'

YUSUF Mangga, son of Second Republic Senator Jaffaru Mangga from
Southern Borno is a strong nnember ofthe ANPP in Borno State. In'
thfe interview, he speaks on issues relating to politics in Borno and the
nation. Mangga also speaks on Nigeria's tax regime. Excerpt.

By Ahmad Salkida

Y

about?

OU are advocating for
a new tax culture for
Nigeria, what is it all

NIGERIA’S culture of paying tax
began to fade with the death ofthe
native authority and also during
the long military rule. Today, the
average Nigerian doesnt know
anything about tax or the power
of the tax payer. Taxes should be
paid because government needs
to generate revenues and shift
from its reliance on oil to avoid
the present status quo which is a
mono based economy.

Taxes are paid in different
ways, personal income tax, VAT;
the two way taxes in our sea and
air ports and from offences com-
mitted, among others. And when
people pay tax they tend to have a
sense of belonging in the system;
they tend to ask questions about
what is done with their taxes and
who they should entrust their
taxes to manage for them.

ow can this reform
affect the lives of com-
mon Nigerians?

Tax is imposed on individuals
and organisations in any given
state. The funds incurred from
taxes are then used by govern-
mentto provide health care, qual-

ity education and public transport
among other basic life support.
The way we pay our taxes and
how the taxes are translated for
the benefits of the general pub-
lic defines who we are as a peo-
ple and those in power. So far we
(Nigeria) have failed in this way
oflife.

People don’t ask questions;
people destroy government prop-
erties whenever there is a riot
because they feel they have no
stake in government properties.
People don’t demand and insist
on accountability because they
don‘t see it as their money. But all
these will change ifeveryone pays
his or her own taxes and the com-
mon man will begin to have acon-
nection with government.

W hatimpression doyou
have of Nigerian poli-
tics?

Welt, our parents started well
before the military came and took
lus back to the trenches. Now we
have started afresh though things
are moving slowly, especially as
meen in the Yaradua administra-
tion. But we are making some
iprogress especially now that edu-

cated people, youths and Nigeri-.

lans from the Diaspora are show-
ing interest in politics.

I, in particular believe that we
cannot fold our hands and expect
things to work out for us the way

we want, we have to fight, we have
to tell the youths that look, we
don’t have the kind of money the
older generation have, but we can
make a difference.

I believe with this type ofadvo-
cacy, the kind ofviolent resistance
against government that we saw
in the Niger-Delta and the Boko
Haram crisis in many parts of the
north will be translated positively
to aid one of ANPP % greatest phi-
losophy, which is, ‘a kasa a tsare’
that has helped people like Isa
Yuguda and Ibrahim Shekarau to
be what they are today.

W hat party do vyou
belong to and are you
interested in contest-
ing any position in the near
future?

I am a proud member of the
ANPP and currently  am making
consultations with my people and
my leaders within the party, very
soon | will know which position
the party feels | can make valu-
able contributions to my people
in Askira Uba and my state as a
whole.
D o0 you think the ANPP
will survive after Gov-
ernor Ali Modu Sheriff’s
tenure in Borno State?

Yes, it is a fact that SAS is the
brain and backbone of ANPP in
Borno State, as a matter of fact

AC promises increased support for women

ByAkorOjoma

NATIONAL Secretary of the
Action Congress (AC), Alhaji
Usman Bugaje has promised the
partys unalloyed support for
women especially in the 30%
Affirmative Action describing
women as central to the success of
politics in the country.

He stated this in his address
yesterday during a courtesy call
on the party by the Gender and
Affirmative Action Based Project
(GAA) at the party’ secretariat in
Abuja.

Alhaji Bugaje said AC has been
an advocate of womens rights in
politics and has it brought that to
bear in dealing with women in the
party.

“In the National Executive of
the AC asidethewomen leader, we
have a female national vice chair-
man who is from the more tradi-

:tional Northwest Zone in the per-
ison of Hajiya Rabiu Ishaq, afemale
national legal leader, national wel-
ifare leader, deputy national pub-
,licity secretary and we are also
I fielding a female candidate for the
' forth coming council election in
AMAC. Toensure thatwomen are
; fullyrepresented and carried along
in the country, the ACisalso hold-
ing anationalwomens conference
very soon, most likely in April,” he
said.

According to him, even the
constitution of the party provides
that of the two convention dele-
gates from each local government,
one must be female, stressing that
the idea is a way of guaranteeing
50% women representation.

Earlier, Mrs Josephine Anenih,
President of Women Foundation
of Nigeria (WNTM) said GAA is
an issue based projectwith the pur-
pose of advancing gender equity

through a mechanism supporting
the use of Affirmative Action as
atool for effective resource man-
agement and accountability, add-
ing that it is comprised of both
government and nongovernmen-
tal institutions and organisations
like BAOBAB for women rights,
WomensRightsand Advancement
Protection Alternative (WRAPA),
Federal Ministry of Women
Affairs and Social Development
and Alliances for Africa, among
others.

Mrs Anenih said the group
decided to meet stakeholders like
AC to see that gender equity is
actualized.

“Elections are coming up
in 2011. We want to see 30%
women representation in the
National Assembly and all areas
ofgovernance. We hope to see this
enshrined in the constitution,”she
stressed.

YUSUF Manqqga

nationwide. Therefore, the ques-
tion can be extended to include
the party itself. And to your ques-
tion, yes, because Ali Sheriffhas
done alot to the state and its peo-
ple and also the party. | know peo-
ple will like to dispute this claim
because in Nigeria some people
will like to look at development
not in terms of its concept but
rather the belief that a Governor
must dole out cash to individuals
then he will be seen to be doing a
good job. Ali Sheriffcan only be

ol

compared to Mohammed Goni in
terms of infrastructural develop-
ment and human developmentin
the State.

In Borno it is only the ANPP
that is established in the grass-
roots; SAS has been able to touch
the most remote communities in
the state. In fact, he has already
done the”hard work for those of
us that want to start. All that is
expected ofus now is how to con-
solidate what SAS and the ANPP
has achieved in the state.

Kaduna AC leaders trade allegations

From Ibraheem Musa, Kaduna

KADUNA State' chairman of
Action Congress(AC), Alhaji
Yahaya Saad is a PDP mole who
was planted to work for PDP since
he defected in April 2007, Barris-
ter Mohammed Musa Soba, AC’s
embattled publicity secretary said
yesterday.

Soba who was reacting to a
press statement issued by Saad,
disclaiming him as AC’s publicity
secretary, recalled that the party
chairman defected to PDP in a
well publicised ceremony where
he gave out AC% state secretariat
along Isa Kaita road.

According to Soba, Saad
bounced back to AC and plotted
against the party ''by constitut-
ing a kangaroo state Exco with
known PDP members to decide
the future of AC in Kaduna State.”

He further said that the AC

chairman has never been on
record to have criticised the
Namadi Sambo-led administra-
tion.

The AC chairman had earlier
accused Soba ofextorting money
from the state government with
the aim of destroying the party
and other anti party activities. He
also called on security agents to
prosecute the embattled publicity
secretary.

Soba dismissed the allegation
as “a script written and directed
by the Namadi administration
using Yahaya Sa’ad as a pawn on
the Kaduna state complex politi-
cal chess board ahead of 20*11
elections.”

He reminded both the gov-
ernment and security agents that
criminal offences like extortion
and bribery are fought in the
court rooms and not on the pages
ofthe newspapers.
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WEST All-Star Steve Nash of the Phoenix Suns passes the ball around East All-Star Dwight Howard of the Orlando Magic during the first quarter of the 2010 NBA
All-Star Game in Arlington, Texas on Sunday. A record crowd of 108,713 turned out for the NBA All-Star Game at the Cowboys Stadium, where Dwyane Wade led
the Eastern Conference to a 141-139 victory over the West.

Siasia: | can handle Eagles

By Orkula Shaagee

FORMER Olympic team coach,
Samson Siasia yesterday threw
his hat into the ringo f taking the
Super Eagles to the South Africa
2010 World Cup, saying his ante-
cedents have qualified him to
do even better job than most of
those shortlisted by the Nigeria

Football Federation (NFF) for
the job.

Siasia, who spoke to report-
ers in Abuja, also said he would
be ready to work with any for-
eign coach who has the ability of
improving his technical exper-
tise.

According to Siasia, who took
the Dream Team to asilver medal

finish at the Beijing 2008 Olym-
pic Games, noted that he has
better qualities of coaching the
Nigerian team than some of the
coaches shortlisted for the job.

“If I am asked to come on, |
will go but as at now | have not
been shortlisted for the job, may
be, I am not good to them,” he
said.

The former international,
who said the country’ football
administrators are still suffer-
ing from the inferiority com-
plex of a black man, urged the
Federation not to employ their
coaches based on the colour of
their skin. (

He added that the NFF is
aware ofthe fact that he is capable

of taking the Super Eagles to the
World Cup, but wants to avoid
him because of his tough stand
on taking decisions.

“My outing with the Flying
Eagles is not the reason for their
njt listing me for the job, they
think 1 will not listen to them,
but they also know | am capable”;
Siasia stated.

Glo-CAF Awards: Top three emerge today

By Ismaila Lere

TiHE five top contenders for the
prestigious African footballer
of the Year Award sponsored by
telecommunications company,
Globacom will today know if
they will remain in the race for
the crown to be relinquished by
Togos Emmanuel Seyi Adebayor.

The unveiling of the top three
will be made at the Holiday Innin

Accra, Ghana today by the former
vice-captain of Ghana Black
Stars, Tony Baffour and President
of Ghana Football Association
(GFA) Mr. Kwesi Nyantakyi who
are the star guests at the event.
The announcement to be
made at an event put together by
sponsors, Globacom Limited and
the organisers, the Confedera-
tion of African Football (CAF),
will also see the emergence of

nominees for all other categories
including Young Player of the
Year, Coach of the Year, Club of
the Year and Inter-Club Player of
the Year amongst others.
Nigerias  Victor  lkpeba
unveiled Cote d’lvoires Didier
Drogba, Ghana’ Essien Michael,
Cameroons Eto Samuel, Mali’s
Keita Seydou and Cote d’ Ivoires
Toure Yaya as the top five nom-
inees in Lagos in December

2009. An official of Globacom
explained that the involvement
of these former players is in rec-
ognition of their contribution to
the global prominence enjoyed
by current African players.

The Confederation of Afri-
can Football (CAF) will on the
occasion announce the top three
nominees voted by the national
team coaches of OAF member
federations and Baffour, who

played international club foot-
ball at the highest level, will be on
hand to announce the nominees.

“This is the second step in
the process of selecting the win-
ner of the prestigious Glo-CAF
Awards which will culminate in
the crowning of the winner at &
ceremony on March 11, 2010%
explained Suleiman Habuba,
the Communications Director
of CAF.
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NBBF, NIKE
In long
term deal

By Ismaila Lere

NI Kh and the Nigeria Basket
ball Federation, NBBF have
entered into a long term part-
nership that will see the sports
wear _ manufacturing outfit
being involved with the devel-
opment of basketball in the
country.

Disclosing the new initia-
tive at the weekend, president
of the Nigerian basketball rul-
ing body, Tijjani Umar, who is
currently in the' United States
of America, said that the new
initiative will see NIKE being
involved with Nigeria national
teams from senior to junior
teams in various competitions.

The new partnership,
according to Umar, will see the
FIBA/NBA Without Border
having a stopover in Nigeria in
August this year and summer
camps for the nations junior
national teams.

The NBBF boss who
expected to attend three other
meeting with Nigerian players

I"This latest visit
to the USA'is
very rewarding
as Nigeria bas-

ketball would
be the better
for it

in the USA and former players
as well and another meeting
before returning to the country
next week also disclosed that
the National Basketball Asso-
ciation, NBA have success-
fully opened it Africa regional
office in Johannesburg, South
Africa with Senegalese former
international Ahmadu Gallo
as Vice-President of the NBA
Africa office.

The NBBF president thus
describe his recent visit to the
USA which saw him being one
of the over 100,000 crowd that
watched Sunday NBA All-
Star game won by the Eastern
conference 141-139 as very
rewarding. “l want to categor-
ically state that this latest visit
tothe USA isvery rewarding as
Nigeria basketball would be the
better for it.

Meanwhile the season
opening seminar/workshop
for the game technical officials
comes up in llorin, Kwarastate
from Thursday through Satur-
day this week.

The workshop will among
other things ratify jump-ball
dates for the men and women
premier league tentatively fixed
for February 27 and March 10
respectively.

SPORT

MANCHESTER United* English midfielder Paul Scholes, left and Englad forward Wayne Rooney stretch during a training session
ye$te-rday s<Milan, Italy ahead of tonight $UEFA Champions League match against AC Milan.

Senate frowns at

N40Om NSC spending

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE National Sports Commis-
sion (NSC) yesterday failed to
give satisfactory explanations for
spending of about N400 million
during the National Sports Fes-
tival held at Abeokuta in Ogun
State.

Officials of the NSC led by the
Director General Patrick Ekeji
could not provide explanations
for most queries raised by office
ofthe Auditor General of Federa-
tion when they appeared before
the Senate Committee on Public
Accounts.

The Auditor Generals que-
ries are for various expenditures
made by the NSC which violates
the financial regulations.

The queries read by the Chair-
man of the Senate Committee,
Senator Ahmad Lawan (ANPP,

Yobe North) revealed that the NSC
failed to retire a sum of N 145 mil-
lion advances in 2006 long after the
purpose for which the fund was
granted had been concluded.

Though the financial regula-
tion provides that such funds be
retired immediately, Mr. Ekeji said
the NSC has retired N140 million
by the end 0f2008. i

NSC was however unable to jus-
tify the spending as there were no
vouchers or receipts of payments to
explain the spending.

A member of the Senate Com-
mittee, Senator Sahabi Alhaji Ya'u
(ANPP, Zamfara North) insisted
that the NSC must provide evi-
dence to justify the expenditures
but Mr. Ekeji apologised and
pleaded for time to provide the
vouchers.

The Auditor Generals report
also revealed that the NSC made

split payments of above N5 mil-
lion to contractors totalling N39.3
million “As final payments for exe-
cuting different projects without
being verified by finance circular
F15775...”

In his response, Mr. Ekeji
admitted that the NSC erred say-
ing “The Commission was not
aware of the co-signing practice.
We shall comply with the require-,
ment in future. The commission
regrets the negligence.”

But Senator Lawan expressed
dissatisfaction with the explana-
tion saying ‘Are you saying that
you were not aware of the circu-
lar after five years. You mean we
should just allow this to go just like
that, we have to check your books
to see ifthis is still the practice.”

Other queries raised by the
Auditor General against the NSC
shows that the commission raised

vouchers for N78.8 million with-
out supporting documents, pay-
ment of N35.7 million to insur-
ance company for ashort premium
without following due process and
asum of N22.8 million was paid
to contractor for supply of diesel
to Abuja Stadium without minutes
of the Tender Board meeting that
approved the contract.

The NSC also gave N16 mil-
lion to staff as personal advance,
another N38 million was approved
for supply of gifts for an interna-
tional committee without due
process while N21.7 million was
paid to two contractors for supply
of food stuffs without supporting
documents.

In his reaction, Senator Lawan
expressed disappointment with the
NSC as the commission could not
provide adequate documents to
justify the expenditures.

Wrestling: Suprise wins dominate first round

From Lawan Danjuma Adamu,Zinder,
Niger Republic

NEW names dominate the firt
round of the ongoing wrestling
championship in Niger Republic,
tagged Zinder 2010.

The first leg of the champi-
onship began on Saturday, a day
after it was officially declared
open at Zinder Wrestling Arena.
Saturdays priliminaries started in
the morning when wrestlers from
Dosso state take up their counter-
parts from the state of Tawa, while
state of Agadez competed against

that of Tillaberi. And when the
competition was resumed in the
evening, wrestlers from the state
of Maradi clashed with those from
the state of Niamey, just as wres-
tling heavy weightd from Diffa
competer with their counterparts
from the host state of Zinder.

During the first round, big
wrestling names like Abubakar
Umaru Chera from Dosso, lsa
Dangawara, Maradi and Mur-
tala Sani also from Maradi, were
defeated by freshers like Yahaya
from Tawa and Yakubu Adamu
from Niamey.

Vi,

However, three times cham-
pion Bala Haruna and last year2
champion Laminu Maidabba were
able to claim sounding victories
against their opponents during
their fights between Saturday and
Sunday. Haruna who represnets
the host state defeated Ali Kawu of
Diffa, while the current champion,
Maidabba trashed Saleh Dauda of
Tillaberi and Salihu Sani of Dosso
on Satruday and Sunday resdpec-
tively. Similarly, the Nigerian-born
Aliyu Sallau representing Zinder
won his first match against Nuhu
Kailu of Diffa.

The score board for the com-
peting states on Saturday shpwed
Agadez tying knots with Tillaberi
with 5-5 wins; Dosso lost 4-5 to
Tawa, Maradi defeated Niamey
6-4 and Diffa pipped Damagaram
(Zinder) 6-4.

The firts leg of the champion-
ship will end after all the contest-
ing states have fought each other.
It is too early to predict who
reaches the final as each automat-
ically disqualifies the vanquished
from contesting for the highly
prized-sword tropohy to be won at
theendofthe 10-day competition.
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L eonardowants balanced perfonmance

AC Milan coach Leonardo will
set out to strike the right balance
between attack and defense as his
side takes on Manchester United
in the Champions League tonight.
,. Milan has won plaudits this
season for its attacking play, but
much of the team’ success has
been built on the defensive part-
nership of Alessandro Nesta and
Thiago Silva.

Nesta returned to action in
Milans 3-2 win over Udinese
on Friday night after a month
out with a hamstring strain, but
there are concernsover Silva, who
limped offwith agroin problem.

“We have 180 minutes to
decide this tie,” Leonardo said.
“One of our objectives is to not
concede a goal, but Manches-
ter United is a team that always
attacks. We have to get the bal-
ance right between not conced-
ing a goal and attacking.”

The two sides list met at the
San Siroin 2007. Milanwon 3-0 in
the semifinal second leg en route
to avictory over Liverpool in the
final.

“The two teams know each
other well,” Leonardo said.
“Not only because of the recent
matches between us, but because
we are continually studying each
other. I think I know Manchester
United.

“Ferguson’s team is coming
back from a tricky period,” he
said. “There are players that are
slowly coming back from injury
but it is awell-organized side.”

Milan’swin on Friday ended a
four-match run withoutavictory.
Manchester United by contrast is
on a run of eight league games
unbeaten.

Klaas Jan Huntelaar is likely
to start between Alexandre Pato
and Ronaldinho in an attacking

*MLAINstriker K*ss Huntelaar will like to impress United's boss

Alex Ferguson.

Huntelaar out to impress

Ferguson

KLAAS-JAN Huntelaar issetto line up against ManchesterUnited inwhat

couldbe anaudition forasummer move to Old Trafford

The Holland striker, long admired by Sir Alex Ferguson, is ready to quit
AC Milaninthesummerunlesshe ishandedaregular startingplacebyboss
Leonardo. Huntelaar,who scoredtwice in hisside’ 3-2 defeatofUdinese on
Friday, isexpected to playup frontinthe Champions Leaguefirstleg against
UnitedbecauseofinjurytoMarioBorriello.

TottenhamHotspur, Arsenal, Liverpooland Evertonallconsideredbids
forhim, but Milan insisted he stayed in Serie A till the end ofthe season.

AC Milan players take part in a training session yesterday at the Milanello ahead of tonight s clash

against Manchester United.

Vidic out of San Siro showdown

INEMANJA Vidic was again missing as Manchester United
Iresumed their quest to reach a third consecutive Champions
(League final.

1 Alex Ferguson’s men flew out Italy this morning for Tues-
Iday’s encounter with an AC Milan side featuring former player
mDavid Beckham. ..

] Vidic, who has yet to play in 2010 after developing a nerve
Iproblem in his leg, was ruled out, leaving Ferguson to decide
mwhether Jonny Evans or Wes Brown should partner new Eng
lland skipper Rio Ferdinand in central defence.

trident after Marco Bordello was
ruled out with a back injury.

Pato returned from a thigh
injury to play for the first time
in two months in Fridays match
and scored his eighth goal of the
season in front of United manager
Alex Ferguson.

‘We are a good team, with a
lot ofexcellent players," Pato said.
“We know that we have to do eve-
rything posNihie to win this match
and follow the coach's plan. We
are aiming to win this game.

Striker Wayne Rooney has
been the catalyst for much of
United’ success this season and
is currendy the Premier Leagues
leading scorer with 21 goals.
However, he does not expect a
one-sided game.

“They have Pirlo and Becks
(David Beckham), some great
players,” he said." Ronakiinhois a
special player, too. Hes unbeliev-
ablewhen heson form. We’ll need
to be at our best to beat them.

“For me, (Clarence) Seedorfis
probably the best player I've ever
played against,” Rooney said.
“When we played Milan at the
San Siro a few years ago, he was
unbelievable.”

Oor me,

Seedorfis
probably
the best
player e
ever played
against
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Benzema fears big-time Lyon

KARIM Benzema hastold UEFA,
com that Real Madrid CF should
be wary of Olympique Lyonnais’
ability to shine in the spotlight as
he races to be fit to face his former

\xlub tonight.

x With all the effort Karim Ben-
zema has expended on establish-
ing himself at Real Madrid CF
since moving from Olympique
Lyonnais last summer, it will be a
shame if he fails to win his race
for fitness prior to the pairs UEFA
Champions League first knockout
round meeting at Stade de Ger-
land this week.

Madrids medics believe Ben-
zemas’ groin problem might heal
in time for Tuesday’s visit to
France for the first leg of the tie,
but perhaps even the fiercely com-
petitive striker might be relieved
at not having to line up against
friends and former team-mates in
front of apartisan fan base which
still adores him.

“Immediately before the draw
I was talking to some of the Lyon
players, and just for a laugh 1
was saying ‘I hope we get Lyon’

Benzema revealed to UEFA,
com. “Then, as soon as | saw how
the draw had gone and that it had
come true, | was shocked. It is
going to feel really weird, because

I scored lots ofgoals at Gerland. |
grew up there, all my friends and
family live there, and they will be
at the match. It5 fantastic for me,
and I'm really happy that Real
Madrid are playing Lyon.”

The fact Lyon have twice
beaten Madrid at Gerland in
recent seasons, 3-0 in 2005/06 and
2-0 in 2006/07, could establish
Claude Puels side as favourites

ARSHAVIN of Arsenal

for the first leg. However, the club
with which Benzema won four
successive French titles during
112 league appearances is finding
the domestic season hard work,
currently sitting fourth in the
table and departing the French
Cup last month thanks to a 2-1
defeat to AS Monaco FC.

“Lyonsstrong pointis thatthey
can be playing badly and then, all
ofasudden, they produce a fan-
tastic game,” countered Benzema.
“It often happens when they play
a major team - Lyon raise their
game to their opponents’ level or
even beyond it. They suddenly
surpass themselves on the pitch,
and that element explains how
they produce so many top results
against big teams, especially at
Gerland.”

The other strength, Ben-
zema believes, is that even if Real
Madrid’s magnificent array oftal-
ent manages to subdue Lyon, their
keeper, Hugo Lloris, remains a
formidable obstacle. He was the
star of Frances World Cup play-
off victory against Ireland, and
also contributed significantly to
Lyon conceding just three goals
in the UEFA Champions League
group stage, a tally bettered only
by FC Girondins de Bordeaux.

“Lloris is a great keeper capa-
ble of fantastic saves,” argued his
French international team-mate.
“Last season, | played with him
at Lyon and I saw first hand how
good he is. If Lloris is on form,
it will be difficult for us to score
against him.” Whether or not his
groin injury keeps him out of the
first leg, Benzema is brimful of
optimism about his move to the

Bernabeu.

good, a lot better than |
did initially,” the 22-year-old con-
firmed. ‘At the start, | had never

Arshavin to miss Porto clash

ARSENAL forward Andrei Arshavin said on Monday he would miss
Wednesday’s Champions League game at Porto with ahamstring strain.

Arshavin picked up the injury in last weeks Premier League win
over Liverpool. ,

“If all goes well I get back on the pitch as early as the next Premier
League match against Sunderland. However, the next game against
Porto I will miss,” the Russian told the league’ official website (www.
premierleague.com).

Alex Song is also struggling to make the Porto match after injuring
aknee in the same game.

Klose fit to face
Fiorentina

BAYERN Munich striker Miroslav Klose has recovered from an ankle
injury and is available for Wednesdays Champions League match
against Fiorentina.

Bayern says Klose trained with the team Monday after sitting out the
German Cup match against Greuther Fuerth and Borussia Dortmund
in the Bundesliga last week.

Bayern is on a nine-match winning streak in the Bundesliga.

been transferred before, 1 never
left my family, so I was living all
alonein acity where I didnt speak
the language. But now | under-

Barcelona lose
Xavi, Keita

FC. Barcelona’ injury problems
for next week’ trip'to VfB Stutt-
gart continue to mount after
midfielders Xavi Hernandez and
Seydou Keitawere both ruled out
with thigh knocks picked up on
Sunday.

Hot on the heels of their first
Liga defeat of the season, hold-
ers FC Barcelona have learned
that Xavi Hernandez and Seydou
Keita will miss the away leg of
their UEFA Champions League
first knockout tie against VfB
Stuttgart on 23 February.

Both midfielders had to be
substituted during Barcelonas 2-1
loss at Club Atletico de Madrid on
Sunday, a game Josep Guardiola
went into without Eric Abidal,
Daniel Alves and Yaya Toure
through injuries. Keita limped
off early on and has been ruled
out for amonth with a right thigh
muscle tear. He could struggle to
return for the visit of Stuttgart on
17 March.

stand everything and | speak a bit
more Spanish. | think I've played
some good games, and | hope it
will only get better and better.”



DAILY TRUST

THE TUESDAY COLUMN

Sanusi Abubakar

sanusiabubakar@dailytrust.com

The Jigawa example and
the dangers of cynicism

e have all become very cynical, and
not without some reason. We don’t
believe in anyone anymore. Indeed,
so desensitised have we become that
any reported theft or misappropria-
tion of mere hundreds of millions

thetwo giant housing estates on either extremes ofthe town-
ship; the modern motor park; the network of macadamized
thoroughfares that now connects the townshlp beautifully lit
in the night.

Others are the N6b State Secretariat awarded earlier this
year; the official residences ofthe Deputy-Governor, Speaker

hardly merits the front page. God protectaad{RsuhAnataksr ofthe state House of Assembly and those of

to say a particular governor or minister has done well. It is
usually assumed the person has been “setded”, to use the
loihil slang for “bribed”. So, when | decided to write about
my favourable impression ofwhat | saw in my recent trip to
Jigawa State, | knew what | was getting myselfinto.

* But I was not the only one impressed with what Governor
Sule Lamido’s Jigawa hasbeen able to achieve in such a short
time. Moses Ochonu is an Assistant Professor of African His-
tory at Vanderbilt University, USA. With a PhD from the
University of Michigan, he iscurrently afellow ofthe Ameri-
can Council of Learned Societies (ACLS) and is completing
abook tided “Colonial Meltdown: Northern Nigeria in the
Great Depression” He was impressed enough by Sule Lam-
ido to compare him with Governor Raji Fashola of Lagos,
to many of us the best performing governor in the country.
Ochonu said:

‘From what | saw in Dutse
and its surrounding countryside
and heardfrom many Jigawa State
folks during a recent research trip
to the state, Fasholafaces aformi-
dable contender in Jigawas Sule
Lamido.”

Across the capital, newprojects
are sprouting up or getting com-
pleted. From the state Polytechnic,
which is being virtually rebuilt, to
the ultramodern Staff Develop-
ment Center, to at least three com-
pleted 500-unit housing estates, to
the massive new State Secretariat,
to the High Court Complex, to the
Eagle Square replica under con-
struction, to ubiquitous urbaniza-
tion projects, Dutse is a city reborn.

Then, there is the crowningglory ofthis remarkable trans-
formation: the Rasheed Shekoni Specialist Hospital, which
brought tears my eyes in 2007. It had been abandonedfor 9
years and had become a habitatfor rodents, birds, and insects.

Today, the hospital iscompleted,fully equipped as a special-
ist medical institution capable ofcarrying out most specialist
diagnostic, therapeutic, and surgicalprocedures. One consult-
ant, Dr. Abdulrazak Taiwo, who was recruitedfrom Lagos
State, told me in aprivate conversation that the hospital may
be the best equipped in Nigeria. Itfaces a challenge ofattracting
qualified medical personal to run its many specialized units,
but it isan impressive medicalfacility onpar with the highest-
rated medicalfacilities in the world. I should know. Ipatronize
a university hospital that is ranked number 6 in the world.

Outside Dutse, in remote villages and local government
areas, the story was the same: roads, many of them, newly
built or newly refurbished. Educational institutions, primary,
secondary, and tertiary, wore new coats ofpaint, had new office
and classroom buildings built or being built. Hospitals and
clinics, many newly built or refurbished, dotted rural outposts.
There was developmental activity everywhere.

To Steve Nwosu, Editor ofthe Daily Sun, what is happen-
ing there is a revolution. In a piece titled ‘Why Jigawa is a
revolution, published Tuesday, February 9,2010, Nwosu was
very graphic in his description of what is going on in Dutse,
Jigawas emerging capital:

Buildingthe capital isstill a work-in-progress. A lot remains
to be done but a skyline is emerging, contrasting sharply with
the completely rural Dutse that served as state capital since
1991 when Jigawa was created. The idea of Dutse as a new
state capital is defined by seventeen majorprojects. These are

After reviewing Lamido'scampaigns
against drug addiction, for sanitizing the
Okada profession, againstviolent politics
andagainst the defacing ofschools, offices
and placesofworshipwith postersinthe
name ofelectoral campaign, aswell as
other physical infrastructural, heath and
education projectsthroughout the state

the heads ofthe Judiciary; the Rasheed Shekoni Specialist Hos-
pital and the Malam Aminu Kano Arena, (MAKA). Recently,
the capital added anotherfeather to its cap. It was the open-
ing ofthe childrens playground.... Along with the new light-
ingprovided to illuminate the Saminu Turaki Towers. Named
after Senator Saminu Turaki, the immediate past governor
of the state who actually built the Towers, the new lightening
installed on the last Sallah day makes the tower a real tower
in the sense of being the pointfrom which anyone can define
his bearing in Dutse.

After reviewing Lamido campaigns against drug addic-
tion, for sanitizing the Okadaprofession, againstviolent poli-
tics and against the defacing of schools, offices and places
ofworship with posters in the name of electoral campaign,
as well as other physical infrastructural, heath and educa-
tion projects throughout the
state, Nwosu was ofthe opin-
ion that this was “radicalpop-
ulism becoming revolutionary
to the extent that a govern-
ment in Nigeria has been able
to concretely put people-cen-
tredprogrammes and projects
on the table ofdemocraticgov-
ernance. Ifonly this, then it is,
indeed, a revolution in Jigawa.
But it is still a wait-and-see
kind of situation” | cannot
agree more.

Let us take another testi-
mony, this time a foreign one.
The Department for Interna-
tional Development (DFID)
is an official development
agency of the British. In a statement cited by The Guard-
ian, on Monday, February 8,2010, DFID lauds Jigawas “hew
feats in education”. Citing the example of Universal Basic
Education Intervention Fund, a national initiative to chan-
nel more revenue to states for the provision of primary and
junior secondary schooling, classrooms, books and teacher
training, DFID pointed out that the state hitherto had afund
utilization rate of only 25 percent and contributed nothing
in 2006 or 2007. By 2008 it still had N54 billion due to it,
which it could not access because it did not come up with
the counterpart funding. The Agency lauded Sule Lamido’s
administration for ending the shame of inability to access
education fund while millions ofkids are still out of school.
INDFID own words:

“Thefunding backlog has been cleared, implementation of
projects (is)proceedingsmoothly and Jigawa was thefirst state
to access its 2009 UBE-IFfunding. In August 2009, contracts
valued at N2.6 billion were awardedfor classroom construc-
tion andfurniture in 401 schools, the majority of which are
(nowjcompleted and (are helpingto ease) thichronicproblem
ofover-crowding and dilapidated structures affected by storm
damage”

The Head, DFID, Northern Nigeria, Dr. Audu Gremain
his remarks added that he was happy the current adminis-
tration had “turned the situation around”, adding that “even
the Minister of State, Hajiya Aisha Jibril Dukku, recently
applauded Jigawa for its excellent progress.”

Evidendy, many individual and groups are impressed by
the progressbeing made. We should not cynically not simply
brush aside all praises. Some state actors deserve commen-
dations. We owe Jigawa at least one thing: give it credit for
its great strides.
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Cryuff: Barca defeat
had to come someday

atalunya

coach Johan
Cruyff spoke
yesterday, in

Cruyff believes that
Barca's problem was
conceding ''too many
losses ofpossesion from

comments reportikd tmydfield and too lit-

Sport, of Barcelona's
Liga defeat to Atletico
de Madrid in the Vice-
nte Calderon on Sunday
evening. The former
Barca coach believes
that the Blaugrana's
unbeaten streak "had to
end someday" and also
warned that ""one should
not attribute the loss to
the many injuries in the
squad™.

Analysing the defeat,

tle movement in attack™,
allowing the opposing
team to launch quick
and threatening coun-
terattacks.

However, Cruyff
was convinced that
Barca will take a step
forward from their loss
and that itwill not affect
their future matches,
reminding all that "the
Liga leadership has not
changed hands".

Advocaat downplays Russia link

lelgium and AZ coach Dick Advocaat has
downplayed rumours linking him with the
vacant position ofhead coach ofthe Russian
national team. Recent reports suggested

that Advocaat is acandidate to be named as the new

man in charge of Russia.

"l know that I'm being touted as a possible
replacement for Hiddink. However, | haven't heard
anything from the Russian FA so far. There hasn't

been any contact,"
by reporters.

Advocaat was quoted as saying

The Russian Football Association is in the market
for anew head coach due to the departure of Guus
Hiddink at the end of his current contract, which
expires on June 30,2010, and Advocaat is supposedly
one of the top candidates for the job.

ADVERT

0805 210 0453,0805 910 0276

MARKETING 0805 210 0114,0805 9100270
NEWS ROOM 0805 410 2934,08098900132


mailto:sanusiabubakar@dailytrust.com
mailto:news@daifytrust.com

