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which was sparked off by alleged vote
rigging in the Jos North Local Govern­
ment election.

The last celebrated seizure of arms
since the crisis was in January, when
the joint military team deployed to main­
tain peace in Jos arrested 26 suspected
mercenaries allegedly in fake police uni­
forms with assorted weapons. Officials
said the suspects, who were arrested
during a curfew period, were in a Toyota
Camry car and a Toyota Hiace bus
marked 'Legislative Council, Okene LG'

But the 26 so-called mercenaries
were later found to be vigilantes from

Okene, Kogi State. The Okene local
government chairman confirmed they
were his men and the Kogi police com­
mand also later wrote the authorities
in Jos explaining the true identity of
the suspects. The 26 men were later
transferred to the Force Criminal In­
vestigation Department in Abuja and
arraigned before a court on charges of
illegal possession of weapons.

In announcing the latest seizure
of weapons yesterday, Jang did not
say exactly when and where the arms
were intercepted and which security
agency executed the operation.

The governor said despite efforts
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From Andrew Agbese, JosL

-Jang
large cache of arms that was to
be used to reignite crisis in Jos
was intercepted by security
in a recent operation, Plateau

State Governor Jonah Jang told an au­
dience attending the Easter service
yesterday in Jos.

Speaking at the Church of Christ
in Nigeria (COCIN) Headquarters be­
fore hundreds of worshippers, Jang
said the seized arms were being
smuggled with the intention of using
them to destroy key places and blow
up some important installations in the
state.

Hundreds of people were killed in
the Jos crisis of November last year,

intercepted
inJos

I By Tasbikalmah Hallah I

l1e ad hoc committee
et up by the House
f Representatives to

reviewthe controversialreport
on the probe of alleged
spending of billions in the
power sector has decided to
undertake a fresh inve '
tion.

With this, the ad
mittee head d by D puty
Chief \\ hip of the I louse
Aminu ami ambuwal has
dwnped the report produced
by theGodwinElwnelupower
committee.

The House power com­
mittee had after months of in­
vestigation presented a report
which indicted former Presi­
dent Olusegun Obasanjo and
top officials of his administra­
tion including fomier minis-
ters of power. .

Following controversies
over the content of the report,
particularly the disowning of
the report by some members
of the Elwnelu committee. the
House raised the Tambuwal
panel to review the firstprobe.

But sources within the
I committee said the new panel
decided to dwnp the report
mainly because it was not
clear on the amount ofmoney
funnelled into the power sec-
tor within the period re­
viewed-l 999 to 2007.

"In all the 88 recommen­
dations made by the Commit­
tee on Power, there was no
where they made references
to how much was spent inthe
power sector and whether
there was corruption by any
of the individuals or compa­
nies indicted by the commit­
tee," amember of the commit­
tee toldDaily Trust on condi­
tion of anonymity.

"If you have the report,
go through -itand you will dis­
cover that the committee re­
ported that the sum of

I $13.28bnwas spent in the sec­
I tor but the report failed to
I state how the money was ac-
tually spent, who benefitted,

Cont. 011 Pg. 5
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An FCT commercial bus that ran into a mud building along ObafemiAwolowo Express Way, Abuja, yesterday. The driver
ofthe bus and a girl in the building sustained injuries. Photo: Nasir Imam

Reps dump power probe report
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U.S. President Barack Obama's half-brother was de­
nied entry to the UK after being accused of a seri­
ous crime on an earlier visit, the Home Office has

confirmed.
Samson Obama, who lives in Kenya, was on his way to

the US presidential inauguration in January when he was
stopped at-East Midlands Airport.

According to. the News of the World, fingerprint tests
linked him to an alleged sex attack on a British girl.

He was questioned but not charged Qver the incident
in Berkshire, it added.

A Home Office. spokesman said Samson Obama was
denie.d a visa after immigration officers noticed one of his
documents was false. That led them to further inquiries.

Samson Obama, who. runs a mobile phone shop out­
side Nairobi, had been planning to.make a short break in
the UK on his way to.Washington.

He eventually took a connecting flight to.the US with­
out formally entering the UK.

A UK Border Agency spokesman said in general, Brit­
ain would oppose the-entry of individuals where their pres­
ence was "not conducive to the public good",

Samson Obama is one of several half-siblings of the US
president. "

Barack Obama Sr left his son when he was two years
old and lived most of'his life inKenya, where he fathered a
number of other sons and a daughter with three other wives.
He died in a car crash in 1982,. . . -

Obama's brother
refused entry to UK

nearby Isabela Island.
But it says lava flowing

to. the sea will likely affect
marine and terrestrial igua­
nas, sea lions and other
fauna. The Galapagos are
home to.unique animal and
plant species that became
the basis for Charles Dar­
win's theory of evolution.

Scientists say
Fernandina is the island with
the most volcanic activity in
the archipelago. La Cumbre
last erupted in May 2005.

Euador officials say a
volcano. is erupting in
he Galapagos Is­

lands and could harm
unique ~ildlife.

The Galapagos National
Park says La Cumbre vol­
cano. began spewing lava,
gas and smoke on uninhab­
ited Fernandina Island on I

Saturday after four years of
inactivity.

The park says in a state­
ment the eruption is not a
threat to. people living on

Volcano erupts in Ecuador

U.S. President Barack
Obama will try to
establish a coopera­

tive new relationship with
Latin America this week, but
U.S. resistance to change
on highly symbolic issues
like Cuba and immigration
could undercut the effort,
analysts said.

Obama travels to
Mexico on Thursday for.his
first visit to the region as
president and heads to
Trinidad and Tobago on
Friday for the Fifth Summit
of'theArnericas.

As he did at the G20
summit of major economic
powers in London this
month, the president plans
to. emphasize listening to
regional leaders and work­
ing on shared goals.

"With all that is at stakeA potar bear attacks a woman aiter she jumped into irs enclosure at a Berlin Zoo at tile weekend. Zook(epi::tsmanagea-
to push the bear away and carry the woman from the cage. Photo: Skynews.co.uk: today, we cannot afford to

talk past one another,"
Obama said on Saturday in

his weekly radio speech.
"We have to fmd, and build
on, our mutual interests."

Jeffrey Davidow,
Obama's special adviser for
the summit, said there had
been a push to establish a
new tone with pre-summit
consultations and diplo­
macy. Obama met Mexican
President Felipe Calderon
before taking office and sev­
eral Cabinet officials ha e
visited Latin America.

"I think coming S,P early
in the administration,"
Davidow said, "this ... legiti­
mately can be seen as a new
beginning."

Obama's popularity,
compared to former Presi­
dent George W. Bush, and
his performance at the G20
give him tremendous good­
will among fellow leaders as
he begins the visit, analysts
said, but much hinges on his
pledge to. listen and learn.

Obama seeks new relationship
with Latin America

Page 21

former size and is split be­
tween two cocaine-produc­
ing zones of Peru, some
500km (310 miles) apart.

It is made up of a few
hundred guerrillas who did
not lay down their arms
when the group's leader,
Abimael Guzman, declared
the armed revolution at an
end after his capture in 1992.

Its fighters are consid­
ered expert in guerrilla war­
fare from years of resistance
in some of Peru's remotest
and wildest country and are
well-armed from the profits
of the cocaine trade.

be free ofleftover terrorists,"
he added. Both attacks oc­
curred in the same area of
the Ayacucho region, 550km
south-east of the capital,
Lima.

In the first ambush, one
soldier was killed and at least
three were wounded.

Last year, the Shining
Path sprang back from rela­
tive obscurity to launch a
series of deadly attacks, kill­
ing some 25 soldiers and
police officers in ambushes
and gun battles.

But the group is be­
lieved to be a fraction of its

decade.
Mr Flores said the inci­

dents had taken place on
Thursday, but news had
been delayed by poor com­
munications with the region.

"Most of the soldiers
plunged over a cliff," he
added, without giving fur­
ther details.

Prime Minister Yehude
Simon condemned the am­
bushes as "desperate re­
sponses by the Shining Path
in the face of advances by
the armed forc.es".

"I have no doubt that in
the next years this zone will

P eru's Shining Path
rebels have killed 13
soldiers in two am­

bushes in the south-east of
the country, the 'country's
defence minister says.
Antero Flores Araoz said the
rebels had used .dynamite
and grenades to attack one
military patrol on Thursday.

A captain and 11 sol­
diers died in that attack
which left two other soldiers
wounded and one is still
missing.

It is one of the deadliest
operations by the once-for­
midable guerrillas -inthe past

Rebels kill 13 soldiers in Peru

church calendar. The crowd shouted "Benedetto". - Ital­
ian for Benedict - as they waited for him to appear at the
loggia. They cheered as they awaited his Easter blessing,
this year being delivered in 63 languages.

In his first greeting - in Italian - Benedict offered
special Easter wishes for the victims ofItaly's devastating
earthquake, praying that they have "the courage necessary
to go forward together to build a future open to hope."

Inhis speech, Benedict said it was "urgent" to find hope
around the globe, despite mounting reasons for despair.

"At a time of world food shortage, of financial turmoil,
of old and new forms of poverty, of disturbing climate
change, of violence and deprivation which force many to
leave their homelands in search of a less precarious form of
existence, of the ever present threat of terrorism, of growing
fears over the future, it is urgent to rediscover grounds for
hope," he said.

He recalled his recent trip toAfrica in urging the faithful
to keep up hope to combat poverty and wars.

"Africa suffers disproportionately from the cruel and
unending conflicts, often forgotten, that are causing so
much bloodshed and destruction in several of her nations,
and from the growing numbers of her sons and daughters
who fall prey to bunger, poverty and disease," Benedict
said.

Pope Benedict XVI said yesterday that reconciliation
was the only way to resolve the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict, and said the entire world needed to redis­

cover hope to end wars, poverty and financial turmoil.
In his Easter Sunday message, delivered from the cen­

tralloggia of St. Peter's Basilica, Benedict noted that he
plans to travel to the Holy Land in just a few weeks and
said he would bring a message of hope and love to the
region. The Sl-year-old pope tripped as he climbed up to
his gilded chair on the loggia, but recovered without inci­
dent and delivered his speech to the crowds below.

"Reconciliation - difficult but indispensable - is a
precondition for a future of overall security and peaceful
coexistence, and itcan only be achieved through renewed,
persevering and sincere efforts to resolve the Israeli-Pales­
tinian conflict," he said.

Benedict delivered his "Urbi et Orbi" speech - Latin
for "to the city and the world" - at the end of his Easter
Sunday Mass, attended by tens of thousands of people
who packed St. Peter's Square and the boulevard leading
up to it.

The piazza, decorated with yellow tulips, azaleas and
other spring flowers, overflowed with the faithful who came
out on an overcast day to celebrate Jesus Christ's resurrec­
tion, the most joyous and important day in the Christian

Easter: Pope urges
end to war, poverty
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Man poses before mortars and
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Marketing the products
also attract people attention
especially at the rural areas
where majority of the cus­
tomers dwells. The price of
mortar starts from N700 per
a small size,Nl,OOOfor ame­
dium size and

Nl,500 for a large size.
As according to Bello
Iliyasu "Weekly, we earn up
to Nl 0,5000 while monthly
a person can make N42,000
it is really a profitable job".

To this end, he called on
the government to assist
them with soft loans and
other working tools, "if gov­
ernment will help us with
loan facilities and reduce
taxation, ease our sufferings
and give us shops

were we can exhibit our
products in the urban areas,
we can reduce unemploy­
ment in our own way and
fight poverty".

Tools use for carving
mortars and pestles include
Gatari (axe), Gizago for
smoothing mortars;
mafaifaya for opening a
hole on the stemp of a tree
to form mortars structure
and masirfa among others,
for digging a stem or raw
material.~----~--~-=-,-----.-------- ~-~~

Caribbean countries and in
Nigeria, it has also been
used in medicinal and spiri­
tualworks.

Some of the carvers were
said to have lose their power
and strength as a result of
cutting down the large,
hard trees used as raw ma­
terials.

One Muhammad Bashir,
a carver at Sangere village
of Vola South said that,
"daily we make profit ofN2,
500 in the business as we
sell up to five or even 15
mortars and pestles, de­
pending on the market".

He noted that they pro­
duce five mortars and
pestles from one trunk
thereby making more profit,
sayng that, daily were go to
about 35Klms to get the raw
materials and in two days
we start carving the mortars
and pestles". '

"We do carve mortars of
different size i.e. small, me­
dium and big sizes with dif­
ferent prices accordingly",
he added.

Many craftsmen carving
mortar earn their living pay­
ing school fees for their chil­
dren and wards as well as
solving various needs for
their needs.

ing brisk business".
They explained that mor­

tar and pestle carved of
kiriya and Kawo havethe
thickest and hardest girth
that last up to 20 - 30 years
5 - 15 years, depending on
the frequency of use and
maintenance.

Investigations. have
shown that, mortar and
pestle is being used for over
2,000 years in Afriaca and

Youth at work
pose of improving their ca­
pacities to carve products to
attract more market.

Also corroborating Bello
Iliyasu, 33 years old from
Ganjarma village in Yobe
State and Muhammad
Bashar from Iware in Taraba
State said urmi and,abarya
as their products are PQPU­
larly known in the northern
parlance "if not for the eco­
nomic hardship we are mak-
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/From Ibrahim Muhammad,!
I Yola '

carving mortars and
pestles".

The raw materials, Daily
Trust learnt are sometimes
protected as farm trees and
may have been raised in the
forest in some localities of
Mayo-inne.

Abdullahi Habu a m'"Or­
tar and pestle carver at
Sangere village said", I
started this job barely one
year ago and I got married
and feed my family with this
craft".

The 22 year-old Habu
confirmed that, "though the
work is not easy, but due to
the economic hardship and
lack o:£job,I resolved to this
trade because it can reduce
poverty even though it is
tedious".

According to him, he is
into this trade to earn a liv­
ing and mortar and pestle
carving happens to be his
source of livelihood and he
is happy with it.

He said on a daily basis
they (carvers) suffer set
backs due to high revenue
demands by the environ­
ment Ministry officials who
charge them Nl,OOOeach as
monthly dues for using the
forest. Others problems be­
ing encountered by the"
carvers include lack of mod­
ern working materials that
will boost and modernized
their trade, lack of assis­
tance or support from the
government and micro fi­
nance agencies for the pur-

A s the economic re
cession continued
to bite, some youths

in Adamawa particularly in
Vola the State Capital were
prompted to revert to the
old trade of Mortar and
pestle carving with the view
to fighting poverty.

Mortar and pestle are
widely used by people es­
pecially ih the rural commu-,
nities to grind pepper, corn,
ingredients and also to
pound yams for human con­
sumption. '

In Adamawa, trees use
for carving of Mortar and
Pestles are found in the for­
ests near the villages of
Boggare, Mayo-Inne, Dou
Labi and Wuro Kilbilji areas
ofYola South and Fufore re­
spectively.

In an interview, the
Chairman Mortar and pestle
carvers Association, Vola
South, Mallam Yakubu
Musa narrated his experi­
ence. in this trade and was
optimistic that the trade, is
not for lazy people.

He described mortar and
pestle as monumental be­
cause of its exotic nature
which uses the very hard
wood as raw material.

Malam Yakubu Musa
said, "Only hard trees such
as Kirya known as Adenium
Obesun, botanically known
as Afzelia Africana which
grows to 100 feet and 12 feet
in girth and wide spread in
the forests of

Boggare and Mayo­
Inne and Murke villages in
the state could be used in

: . Poverty: Adamawa youth revert to mortar" pestle
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Students of .Junior Secondary School Jikwoyi during a workshop in Abuja recently.
Mobile phones battery charging business at Nyanya over the weekend. Pies:FelixOnigbinde. Pic: Abubakar Yakubu.
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