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Reimagining Libraries in the 4th Industrial revolution (4IR)

Libraries are everywhere; they serve diverse populations of all ages and backgrounds and are available in nearly every community across Nigeria. They essentially serve the traditional purpose of providing access to centuries of learning, information, and historical learning resources.
The concept of a library space constantly evolves over the years as libraries transform from purely paper-based to a blend of paper and digital. They are moving to the next stage, which involves resourcing libraries to become venues for informal science, technology, engineering, arts, and math (STEAM) education, hosting programs and exhibits that inspire children and adults alike, and supporting them in their lifelong learning.

In 2020, Coderina Education and Technology Foundation, one of the foremost Ed-Tech organizations in Africa, approached the National Library to request a partnership. The purpose of the alliance was mainly to transform the children's section of the National Library Abuja into a center where young learners would have access to equipment such as robot kits,3D printers, computer systems, and other technology equipment. In addition, the equipment will provide a hands-on, minds-on learning experience to young learners visiting the center.  

They premised their request upon the fact that STEAM education in early childhood allows children to begin to learn and retain a knowledge base that they can build on as they get older. Whether through higher education or professional development, STEM is critical to optimizing their educational trajectory throughout the rest of their lives.

The effect of that simple request has transformed that section of the Library into a place where children come to develop and strengthen their interest in Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math (STEAM). The success of this pilot at the Abuja library led to an expanded partnership that has seen more transformation in other libraries across Nigeria. It is noteworthy that they have established one in each of the six geopolitical zones (Abuja, Lagos, Port Harcourt, Kaduna), and the launch you are witnessing today at the National Library Bauchi and Enugu will be in the next couple of weeks.

In the two years of running this initiative at the libraries, over 1050 in-school and out-of-school children as well as 100 young adults have benefitted from learning coding, robotics, and project-based activities across the multiple locations. Images of the engagements at the various locations are displayed on the picture boards around us here.

The partnership between the National Library and Coderina exemplifies collaboration between government sector organizations and Non-Governmental organizations leading to transformative intervention in communities.

The world of work and entrepreneurship is changing, and as such, libraries should continue to change too. Changes should not be limited to the physical space and resources; librarians must also change in line with the job demands. They must gain new skills and competencies that would empower them for the modern age libraries and equip them to support the intersection between libraries and STEAM learning.

We are eternally grateful to Coderina for this life-changing opportunity to reimagine our libraries. We call on well-meaning private and public sector organizations to support this cause as we continue to strengthen our partnership with Coderina to expand their intervention to all National Libraries across Nigeria before the end of 2023. This expansion will only be possible through your support.

Thanks for your attention. God bless the federal republic of Nigeria, the National Library, and Coderina for your effort in ensuring no child is left behind.
