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%PROSA CO sets up confab ¢ Uee

From Suleiman Mohammed, Associate Editor(South),
Samson Ojo, Maritime Correspondent (Lagos) &
Abubakar Haruna, Reporter, Abuja

ollowing the release of

names of delegates
nominated by the pres-

casting Corperation monit-
ored in Abuja, yesterday.
He said “I have rejected

ident to the national conf@y nomination due to the fact

rence, eminent scholar and
university don, Dr Bala
Usman, has rejected his
Inomination by the president
to represent Katsina state,
saying that the motive of the
conference was deceptive.
Dr Bala Usman made his
position known in an
interview with the Hausa
:Service ofthe British Broad-

that the conference is orga-
nised in order to deceive and
cheat the people.”

He added “Obasanjo has
no mandate to organise this
conference and he is always
dancing to the aims and obje-
ctives of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF).”

The prolific historian
argued that the conference

Wabara stops
senators’ motion

nate President, Adol-
hus Wabara, may have
ucceeded in scuttling

By Isa Sanusi, Senior
Political Reporter

moves by Northern senators The motion, according to

to sponsor a motion reaff-
irming the position that the
forthcoming national political
reforms conference is an unn-
ecessary waste of resources
:and time that will not in
anyway impact positively on
the nation’s polity.
Daily Trust gathered that
the senators decided to
move the motion at a meeting
|held last week but after being
informed oftheir intention on
j Tuesday, Wabara objected to
it saying that he was not
given a 24-hour notice on the
motion. The motion could not
however be moved yeste-
rday as accordingto a source
“Wabarawill not allow it.”

the source was scheduled to
be moved by Senator Nuhu
Aliyu (PDP/Niger North) and
to be seconded by Senator
Sule Yari Gandi (ANPP/Sok-
oto East), but many senators
contacted said they did not
know the reason why the
motion failed not see the light
of day.

“Well, I don’t know what
happened to the motion and
up to the time | came into the
Senate chamber and left, |
expected that the motion will
be moved. I’'m disappointed
and don’t know what is
going on. But you know,
Wabara does not like the

Contd. on Pg 2
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will notyield any useful result
while also promising to
continue to defend the
masses of the country.
Professor Wole Soyinka
and Chief Anthony Enahoro
had earlier rejected President

Obasanjo’s proposed nati-
onal dialogue and even plan-
ned to hold a parallel confe-
rence.

President Obasanjo’s
confab has attracted oppos-
ition from the National Ass-

www.njgen&nstockexchange

CONFAB

embly whose two chambers
separately refused to pass a
budget of N935 million
presented by the president
to fund the confab.

Fifty seven members of
the House of Repres-
entatives from the ruling
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP), the opposition All
Nigeria Peoples Party
(ANPP) and the Alliance for

actsnomination

Democracy (AD), have also
filed a case at aiWAbiija high
court challenging the legality
of the confab.

President Olusegun Oba-
sanjo however insisted on
going ahead with the confe-1
rence on Monday and anno-1
unced that government has !
decided to find an alternative
source to fund the confab.

Contd. on Pg 2

Vice PresidentAtiku Abubakar (left) and the Minister o fInternal Affairs, Dr lyorchia Ayu, during the FEC meeting held
at the State House Abuja ...yesterday.

Pix: Joe Oroye.

FG seeks dismissal of Reps suit

e federal government
yesterday asked a fed-
eral high court sitting

By Kemi Ogedengbe,
Judicial Editor

in Abuja to dismiss the dayt government’s counsel,

filed by some members ofthe
House of Representatives
seeking to stop the national
political reform conference.
Ina preliminary objection

Prince’ Tokunbo Kayode
(SAN), the federal gover-
nment said the plaintiffs lac-
ked legal right (locus standi)
to institute the suit.

Reps file for accelerated hearing

ifty seven members of
Fthe House o f Represen-

tatives v?ho have gone
to an Abuja Federal high
court challenging the consti-
tutionality of the on coming
national political reforms
conference are to proceed to
the Court of Appeal to seek

By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Political reporter

an order compelling the
lower court to give them
accelerated hearing.

In their suit filed two

weeks ago, the lawmakers are.

Contd. on Pg 2

Fifty seven members of
the lower house had last
week filed a case against the
holding of the national con-
fab and also asked for an
injunction restraining the

(NORTH)
SenatorMahmudWaziri
AlhajiSuleKatagum
Amb. MahmoudYahaya
ChiefBamabasGemade
ChiefPaulUnongp
DcSietimaMusljfiha
Alhaji Usman Fanik
unb.YerirnaAbcWlahi
Alhaji Sule Lamido
Mis.AishaPameiaSadauki
Father Matthew Kukah
Dr.Abdullahi UmarGandujc
SenatorIsmailaManman

National Assembly from
appropriating the sum of
N931,721,615.28 or any other
fund for the purpose of the
conference.
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Dr.BalaUsman

Dr. HalimBelloMohammed
ChiefRO.Otitgju
ProfJ.1dachaba
Dr.OlusolaSaraki

/MM AByuAkweDoma
SenatorJibrinSalihu

Mis. Elizabeth Pam
AlhajiAhmed MohammedGusau
Mrs. SalomeJankada
AlhajiAdamuCiroma
DcGabaNadama
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In-Lagos Chief Anthony
Enahoro and Professor Wole
Soyinka yesterday rejected
Itheir nominations by the
;federal government for the
| forthcoming national political
reform conference and

jvowed to hold a parallel sove-
|reign national conference by
jJune this year.
I Addressing a press conf-
|erence on a decision reached
at Tuesday’s planning com-
mittee meeting of the pro-
Inational conference organi-
sation (PRONACO) in
iLagos, the two activists said
they were never contacted,
[nor consulted by gover-
nment. Rather, they only read
their names on pages of

Inewspapers as nominees of!

the government, to the
conference.

According to ChiefEnah-
oro who was flanked by
Professor Wole Soyinka,
Chief Fredrick Faseun* OPC
factional leader among
mothers, the nomination by
President Olusegun Obas-
anjo was a distraction, “eVen
iif lwas invited, 1 will refer the
invitation to the body
(PRONACO) which 1belong
for decision,” he said,

i  ChiefEnahoro stated that
the goals, ageada and stru-
iCtUre of the federal gover-
nment’s organised confer-
ence fell short/of the desire
;of Nigerians, saying the
PRONACO proposed conf-
jerence will be all embracing.

Also speaking, Professor
IWole Soyinka described his
nomination by the federal
governmentas a clear “distra-
ction, an unnecessary distra-
;ction,” saying though Presi-
dent Obasanjo has the demo-
cratic right to gather some
people for a talk shop, “we
want the president to also
respect the right of others to
imeet and discuss issues of
national interest. We will not
be deterred,” he said.

He said though some
government sympathisers
attempted to harmonise the
two conferences, it was not
possible “because you can-
|not harmonise what you did
not originate. There is not-
hing new under the sun. It is
ileft forthe people to see whe-
ther there is any similarity
between government’s age-
nda and that of our organ-
isation.7

The meeting also appr-
oved the setting up ofa tech-
nical commission to help
identify ethnic nationalities
and validate any claim that
may arise with regards to the
existence of an ethnic natio-

nality.
On procedures for the
:sovereign conference,

PRONACO said decision and

solutions shall be arrived
at by consensus, and where
’here is a stalemate, voting
;process will be applied. Chair-
man for the conference
would be elected among me-
mbers on a fortnightly basis
:*and without duplication in
;terms of geopolitical area or
nationality.”

According to the mee-
ting, the conference would
be composed Of two categ-
lories of delegates, namely,
ethnic nationality and civil
society groups based on the
;1999 Beijing Declaration
which gives 30 percent
;representation to women.

On ..J number of
melc the mesting
i'f.A'nd iOf,

ino

, Tel: Ot -4/U/zvo, ao.uu.

Bala Contd from Pg |

The meeting also reso-
Ived that delegates would be
funded by their constit-
uencies, while additional
funds shall be raised to meet

Daily Trust

conference obligations, such
as research and develo-
pment, secretariat equipment
and other exigencies. Partici-
pating organisations shall
contribute N 10,000 each to
the PRONACO secretariat.

RepS Contd.from Pg 1

seeking a declaration that the
confab was unconstitutional.
The court had fixdd February
22 forhearing, but the federal
government announced on
Monday that the conference
would begin a day earlier.
Leader ofthe lawmakers,
Mr. Victor Lar, told Daily
Trustin Abuja yesterday that
fixing the date of hearing on
I Tuesday would injure their
case since the confab is due
to kick off on Monday.

He said they had asked
the courtlo grant them spe-
edy hearing so that they
would file amotion ofinterlo-
cutory injunction to stop the

j conference from taking off,

| but this was turned down.
Lar, a member of the All
| Nigeria Peoples Party
. (ANPP), representing Lang-
| tang North/Langtang South
federaj Cixiutiwetity®oT
mPlateau State, said the option

j now before the lawmakers

was to go to a higher court
i to ask that the high court be

their counsel to rush to the
Appeal Court on this.

In their suit before the
federal high court, Lar and
his colleagues cutting across
party lines but mostly from
the ANPP had questioned
the powers of President Olu-
segun Obasanjo to convoke
a national dialogue without
an enabling act of the Nati-=
onal Assembly.

They are also insisting
that the National Assembly
must not appropriate any
money or the proposed sum
0fN932 million for the prop-
osed conference because
“there is no act of the parlia-
ment” on which the planned
conference has been prem-
ised.

Through their counsel,
Mr. Yakubu Matkyau, tlley
wanted the court to declare
thaUfi-thrabscrice ofan ena-
bling Act from the National
Assembly, President Oluse-
gun Obasanjo (the 1st defe-
ndant in the matter), has no
powers to constitute a Nati-

made to promptly listen to onal Political Reform
the case. He said they will ask ~ Conference.
Wabara Contd.from Pg 1

motion,” a source said.
Copies ofthe aborted mo-
tion had also been circulated
part of which read that Pres-
| ident Olusegun Obasanjo
: should have implemented
| the reports of the Oputa
| Panel, Vision 2010 and the
local government reform
committee he set up instead

_lof embarkiftg on another
j venture whose outcome may

go the way of the others that

i proceeded them.
The Northern senators
were also ofthe opinion that
since every part of the cou-

ntry has elected represen-
tatives in the National Asse-
mbly and grievances about
the nation’s polity will only
be properly addressed by the
National Assembly.

The senators decided to
move the motion, a source
said, as a last resort for
senators who feel strongly
against the conference:
“What we want to do is to
put it on record that we are
totally against the confe-
rence. We want history to
bear witness that we are
disassociating ourselves
from the conference.”

FG Contd.from Pg 1

Listed as defendants are:
the President,’the National

Assembly, President of the.

Senate, Speaker ofthe House
of Representatives, Clerk of
the National Assembly and
Attorney General of the
federation.

But the government in its
objection asked the court to
dismiss or strike out the case
on the basis that the plaintiffs
who instituted the suit con-
stitute part of the National
Assembly by virtue of Sect-
ion 47,48 and 49 ofthe 1999
constitution and therefore
lack legal authority to sue
being a minority in the asse-
mbly.

It added that the plaintiffs
lacked legal or constitutional
authority to commence or
maintain this action for the
purpose of challenging the
authority of the president in
view ofthe executive powers
vested on the president by
virtue of Section 5and 130 of

the 1999 constitution and all
other enabling laws.

Besides, the defendants
said that the suit does not in-
dicate that any law or part of
the constitution has been
breached or is about to be
breached.

They added that the case
does not disclose any reaso-
nable cause ofaction while it
is speculative, vexatious,
mischievous, prejudicious
and constituted an abuse of
the process of court.

The defendants also said
that the court lacked jurisdi-
ction to entertain the suit,
adding that it was incom-
petent because it does not
disclose any reasonable
cause of action as the origi-
nating summons does not
disclose any breach or
threatened breach of law or
the constitution.

The two parties will on
February 22,2004, argue the
preliminary objection.

Fire guts Wuse new market

e new Wuse market
was yesterday even-
ing gutted by fire.

An eyewitness informed
Daily Trust that the marl.-
was allegedly set or
some occupants oft gqo~
who also reside 3%, i0a

He ,
residents got wind <

' 242496. e-mail: dailytrust@yahoo.co.
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LIST OF DELEGATES FROM NORTH AND SOUTH contd.from Pg |

(SOUTH)
Dr.UmaEleazu
ChiefNdaeyoUtah
ChiefEmekaAnyaoku
AithurNwankwo

Mr. SerenaDokubo
ChiefM.T.Mbu
Mrs.StellaOmu
QiiefflVArs.) Mabel Aneke
Prof ChristieOkogie
GiiefTonyEnahoro
ChiefAfeBabalola
ChiefRC.f
Dr.KemeC

ChiefJ.O. Williams
Prof Wole Soyinka
ProfBayoAdedeji
Prof (Mrs.)1
MisTejumadeAte
Dr.LekanAie
Dr.ChukwuemekaNnamObi Rivas

Fer

Mrs. EstherAudu

3NO. RETIRED MILITARY
PERSONNEL NORTH

LL Gen. Joshua Dogonyaro(rtd) Atmy

RearAdmiral Hamzat Sani (Itd) Navy

AirCmdrE.Omemah(rtd)Airforce

2NO. RETIRED POLICE
PERSONNEL
NORTH
N
SOUTH
FidelisOvakhitome (AIG), (rtd)
Alhaji L A Akande(CP), (rtd)

2 NO. RETIRED SSS
PERSONNEL
NORTH
Alhaji Sadallu
SOUTH
ChiefJoshuaFumudoh

2NO. RETIRED CIVIL
SERVANTS
NORTH
AsonBur
SOUTH
Mrs. F. Emanuel

2 NO. RETIRED DIPLOMATS
NORTH
Amb. UsmanYola
SOUTH
Amb. DapoFafowora

STATEREPRESENTATIVES

(6 PER STATE & 2 FROM FCT)
NORTH
ADAMAWA STATE
MellamAbdulkarimAlbashir
Prof MusaYakubu
Barr. BossMustapha
Dr.AminuGurin
Mr.VidonJaule
SaaduMei Yaki
BAUCHI STATE
Alhaji Mohammed BelloKirfi, CON
Alhaji KaulahaAliyu
AmbassadorMoh'dAdamuJumba
Dr. IbrahimYakubuLame
Amb. Moh'dChadi Abubakar. OFR
Barr.HabibuAliyu
BENUE STATE
ChiefSenatorJack Tilley-Gyado
LtGen VictorMalu (Itd)
Sir.GeoigeKotgba
Barrister FiedOrti
Maj. Gen. Geoffrey Fjigah (rtd)
ChiefStephenOto
BORNO STATE
His ExcellencyAlhaji Moh'dGoni
Alhaji Ibrahim Damcida
Ambassador BabaAhmedJiddah
Alhaji Mohammed KaguAlibe, mni
ProfessorMohammedNurAlkai
Alhaji MohammedLav.anBuba
COMBE STATE
SenatorMuhammadUbaAhmed
ProfessorldrisMohammed
Alhaji Magaji Mu'azu
HoaNuhuPdoma
AlhajiAbubakarAliyuDeba
AlhajiAbubakarMuazii Hasfan
JIGAWA STATE
HRHNajfcH Adamu. FwofKa/jure
Alhgji Sulaiman Bafia
Alhgji Moharrmed Bashari Guni
HajiaFaiimaMaibomu

by the men of the Nigeria  AlhgjiAminuRmam
Police to demolish the market
at midrilght yesterday hence
"meir resolve to effect the
ruction the.  -lves.
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Alhaji SuleYahayaHamma
ProfessorAuwaluH. Yadudu
Alhgji IsiakuUmarTofa
Dr.HarunaSalihi
Alhaji MT.Waziri
KATSINASTATE"*
Alhgji GarbaJaAbdulkadir
Alhgji SaiduBaida
Alhaji IbrahimAhmadu Coomassie
Alhgji KabirSa'iduDaura
Alhaji TukurMani
Barrister IbrahimShehu Shema
KEBBISTATE

'Col. BelloKaliel (rtd)
Alh LsaMohammed
SenatorAbubakarN.Abdullahi
ProfessorAttahiralega
Alhaji AbdullahiAhman
Dr. SaiduMuhammed Bimin Yavri
KOGI STATE
Alhaji Abdullahi Ibrahim(SAN)
CoLAhmedAli(rtd)
Gen. DavidJemibewon (rtd)
Dr.GTNAjakpo
Engr.AhmedOnogo
Mr.JosephSuleiman
KWARASSTATE
Alhaji Saidulsa, MFR
AlhajiMahmoodlbrahim .
Prof AlbertF. Ogunsola, OFR
Hon.KolaShittu
Alhgji AyinlaJ*mmsho

NNARAWASTATTA
AlhajiZakariYakubu
Mr.Dogaralgube

MrJames

Alhgji YakubuZubaimKwarra
GroupCaptainUsmanJibrin (rtd)
M. TaniruAdabson

NIGER STATE

Lt Gen GaibaDuba(rtd)

Prof ShehuA Jibrin Bida
Alhaji Abubakar Magaji
BanikerUmarKawu
Hon.DahimAlvaisuKuta

Alhgji LsiyakuMusaJikantoro
PLATEAU STATE
AirCommodoreJonahJang(rtd)
SenatorJohnWashPam

Barr. DanjumaMaina
Alhaji'Yakubu Sambo
Chief(Dr.) Solomon D. Lar
YahayaKwande

SOKOTO STATE
AlhajiAbubakarS. Tambuwal
Alhgji BalaHassan

Amb. HamzatAhmadu
AlhajiAhmedAchida
DrMZ Umar

Barr. SuleimanUsman
TARABASTATE
HonTankoBobboAnadami
Rev. SeaLikaZanya
AlhajilbrahimAbubakar
Hon EmmanudBovoa
HonYakuAghaizo
Mr.JohnnyAtiku
YOBESTATE
Dr.AdamuFika(M\azirinFika)
Alhaji Aji Baitu Dapchi
Alhaji Sidi'Yakubu Karasuwa
Col. MohammedAud; (rtd)

AlhpGujbamaAbubakar

Maj. Gen. Alwali Joji Kazir(rtd)
ZAMFARA STATE

Alhaji YusufGarba
Ban-Malami Aliyu Yandoto
AlhajiAhibakarHt;  vMonki
MarsurKhalifaMa'i; ini
MalamYdiav ' 1K m
AlhgjiMuhammadSa X
SOUTH

AKWA-IBOM SiA fE
Lady Barrister! :iwi iUdom
SeniitorBrj: % Nien
SertttorAkiU rah

HerBxeellerK M. lle! JiEsuene
1> Ekes™Anaiixki
ANAMBR\S T \"
Qiief(Dr)CI’...uleii: :
Barr.ZikObi
QiiefMikeAjegbo
Engr. ChrisOkovc
ChiefCiabiiei \KV.e.
Di'-OsOgaie
BAYELSASTATE
Prol'Kimsettk i:0
Ban-.OrontoDougla-;
ChiefFranci'P*! *

1> VnbuAi.
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RearAdmiralMikeOnah
DeaconGamaliel 0. Onosode
ProfOnHfumeOnoge
ChiefEdwin KiaghcxioClark
ProfltseSagay

EBONYI STATE
ElderAnyimUde
Oder(Dc)AgomEze
ChiefMartinElechi
ChiefChimalnnocentUgo
ChiefPolycarpNwite
Chief(Bm:)AgamaA£ama

EDO STATE

M.AQO. Miotemien,SAN "
CliiefSam Iredia U kj
ProfRAAnao

ChiefC.Abebe

Admiral MikeAkhigbe (1td)

Nifr. TunifeLakqju

EKITI STATE
ChiefS.K.Babalola

Prof IsdaOlomola
BarnDefeAdesina

Ban. SoleAkinyede
Ban.AkinOmole

Dr. (Mrs.) IbidayoAlebiosu
ENUGUSTATE
ChiefSunday Nnaemeka(>ji
HRH lgwe Samson C. Nnamani
Rev. (Dr.)HydeU.Onuagjkrin
_CIM(M&)€fins{yNkemOkoye
ChiefBemaidAnaezionwu Eze
Chief! lon.Okey FiedAgu

IMO STATE

JusticeC. Oputa
Ban-.B.Nwakanma /
ChiefE.C.Iwiianyanviu |
Dr. EkwlasAdiolonu
Qiiefr\gyAzuike f
ChiefChikaOkafbr

LAGOS STATE

Alhaji Femi Okurmu, SAN
Senator SikimShitta-Bey
ChiefHamzat B. Adebowale, OON
Engr Ahmed Ongjiede

M. Oloruniiinni! Bashorun

Mrs. TawaWilliariis

OGUN STATE
PrineeBolaAjibola, SAN, CFR
Dr. TmijiOtegheye
HRHObaS.A (Auijaleofljebuland)
Brigr-GenOluwoleRotinv(itd) CON
ArcmoTaivoALiTITANIPR
SenatorA OtegbolaFNIVS, FR1CS
ONDOSTATE

Dr.OlaiyaOni

[>.AdeAbitoyc
Dr.FemiAdekanye

Dr.TayoDaito

Admiral AkinAdu\o(rtd)
QiiefOlusolaOke

OSUN STATE

Hon. Justice Bola Babalakm(rtd)
ChiefEbenezerBabatope
Dr.OluAlabi

Hon. 1)osuOladi[X)
ProfAAAyoade
Dr.WaleOladipo

OYO STATE
ChiefSundayAdewwusi
PnneelJibolaAlbnja
ChiefRO.Akinjide

ChiefMF. Fagbtliun
ChieiBayot”err.)

Barrister BavoShittu

RIVERS STATE
ChiefAlbertK Ho - "
ChiefSampsaiAg: whi
ChiefBarinuaM.V, 1!,
Dr.SifesEneya

BarrisKarAkaxii:

Sen;itor!)rT:Iri;

FCT

Gereral AB.Man

Rev. WilliamOke:

TRADITIOr
(INO.Pr
NORTH
HRHAUraLAkav.
HRLIAIhU.Shdi
HRH(Dr.)Zayyai
SOUTH
leweAlfiedNnaes'!
HRMKingE. P,
ObaOlateruOlag

RS

Birv

ACADEMIC
PER>

NORTH
DcJosephOmada
Engr.(Dc)NurYak
Dr.Kabimlsyaku
SOUTH =
ProtessorCletusN
ProfessorNimiBi
ProfessorPeterOk

svsrl
NORTH
AlhajiAA"Nam

MallamSalihuLu 4jn9
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NLCwants delegates to electleadership

he Nigeria Labour Con
T gress (NLC), has

called on the federal
Igovernment to allow del-
egates to the forthcoming
Inational political reform con-
|ference to elect the leader-
Iship of the conference.

In'a letter addressed to
"resident Olusegun
_ .'basanjo, the NLC said that
ithe democratic election of
the leadership of the confer-
ence would be “critical to
ensuring its independence,
Credibility and acceptance by_
the Nigerian people.”

The letter signed by the
jpresident of the NLC, Com-
rade Adams Aliyu
Oshiomhole, said that “a
jbroad-based twelve persons
presidium” should be elected
Iby the delegates to give lead-
ership and direction to the
conference.

“Congress is making a
strong case for the demo-
cratic election of the leader-
ship ofthe conference, upon
inauguration by Mr. Presi-
dent, rather than have one
appointed for it by govern-
ment.

“We have np doubt that

d
AP

I n the light of the presence

of their political peers in

the list of delegates to the
national political reforms
jconference, some politicians
and former public office hold-
ers are conspicuous by their
|absence.

Senator Jim Nwobodo,
one-time governor ofthe old
Anambra state and a senator
between 1999 and 2003 is one
such conspicuous absentee.
In abriefphone conversation
with our reporter, Senator
Nwobodo dismissed specu-
lations that he may have been
interested in attending, say-
ing, “l was never interested.”

Similarly, a close aide to
Alhaji Yusuf Maitama Sule,
Danmasanin Kano and vet-
eran politician, told Daily
Trust that though the well-
known orator was nominated
to serve on the Kano state
advisory committee to del-
egates to the conference, he
had been out of the country,
he reportedly came back on
Tuesday. Not being on either
the Kano state listorthe FG’s
list, Danmasani Kano will
not be at the conference.

Also, Biafran warlord,
Dim Emeka Odumegwu
Ojukwu, 1999 ANPP-AD
Ipresidential candidate and
former secretary to the gov-
:emment ChiefOlu I"alae, vet-
eran Katsina politician and
former governor of the old
Kaduna state, Alhaji Lawal
Kaita, would be noticeably
absent from the conference.

In the same vein, ChiefC.
C. Onoh, another former
governor of old Anambra
state and Chief Edwin Ume-
IEzeoke, a former speaker of
the House of Representa-
tives, have not been named
as delegates to the confer-
lence.

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma,
Labour Reporter

given the combined qualita-
tive experience and aptitude
reflected in the individuals
and groups that make up the
conference, it would be able
to elect a high calibre leader-
ship that could give it com-
petent, mature and purpose-
ful direction,” the NLC said.

The NLC said further th”t
electing a presidium would be
the firdt challenge and test of
the capacity of the confer-
ence delegates to work “con-
sensually and constructively
in furtherance ofits mandate
in the interest of the nation.”

The congress also ap-
pealed to President
Olusegun Obasanjo to nomi-
nate the conference labour
veterans like Comrades
Hassan Summo'nu of the
Organisation of African
Trade Unions (OATUU),
Comrade Ali Ciroma and
Comrade Pascal Bafyau.

According to the con-
gress, it would be useful if
veterans of labour move-
ments were also given the
opportunity to participate in
the conference, saying that
their deep insight into the
Nigeria reality and commit-
ment to national progress

would add value to the con-
ference.

Comrade Oshiomhole
who described some of the
delegates to the conference
as “politically used and fin-
ished”, said that the confer-
ence should address the
growing poverty and unem-
ployment in the country
rather than ethnicity and re-
lational politics.

He said that the NLC is
attending the conference as
a pan-Nigeria organisation
and would table all issues
that are bordering the com-
mon man in this country at
the conference.

Member House o fRepresentatives, Hon. Haruna Yarima addressingpress on the corruption in the
House ofRepresentatives committee on communication receiving recharge cards worth 2.7 million
naira monthlyfrom MTN. With him is Mr. Christian Okpaenyi atthe National Assembly Complex,

Abuja...yesterday.

Pic: Felix Onigbinde

Obasanjo told to strike balance on

appointments

resident Olusegun
E Obasanjo has been re
minded ofthe impor-
of striking a balance in
the appointment of the lead-
ership of the forthcoming
national conference.

Reacting to the specula-
tion that Rev. Mathew Kukah
and Justice Tobi~may likely
be appointed chairman and
secretary of the conference,
areknown Islamic school and
preacher, Shiek Mahmud
Ja’afar Adamu, said Muslims
will be cheated if, despite
their being the majority in
Nigeria, both positions of
chairman and secretary are
given to Christians.

Shiek Ja’afar advised that
the president use numerical
strength as a yardstick for
giving adherent of both reli-
gion representation to the
National Confab, adding that
the issue of fifty-fifty repre-
sentation in the federal
government’s delegate
amounts to cheating the
muslims whom he said are in

a clear majority in the
country’s population.
The learned Islamic

scholar noted that injustices
in nomination to such con-
ference in other countries of
Africa was responsible for
ethnic, religious and sec-
tional upheaval that
characterised similar national
political reforms they
organised.

On the controversy
whether the conference
should hold, Shiek Ja’afar
urged Nigeria muslims to
support the conference and
play a significant role in pro-
tecting the interest of the

From Musa Umar Kazaure,
Regional Editor, Kano

entire Nigerian Muslim
Ummah. He added, “such
conference is overdue be-
cause virtually every seg-
ment of the Nigerian popu-
lace feel it is marginalised,
threatened or unfairly treated.
If the conference has no hid-
den agenda aimed at redress-
ing the ills in the Nigerian
federation, there is nothing
for such dialogue after all,
dialogue is far better than
fighting.”

Also contributing on the
debate for National Confer-
ence, the only surviving
northern delegate to the 1954
constitutional conference in

Londin, Alhajj Mudi, said a

lormer works and hous
ing minister, retired
M ajor-General

Tdulkarim Adisa, has
criticised Dr. Olusola Saraki
over the formation of the
Northern Union, (NU), say-
ing “the motive is insincere
and devilish”.

Addressing a press con-
ference in llorin yesterday,
General Adisawho claimed to
be a bonafide member of the
Arewa Consultative Forum
(ACE.)* said the objective of
the formation ofthe northern
union which Dr. Saraki ex-
plained was to forge unity

conference should have been
for practical efforts to solve
the problems of poverty
among the Nigerian masses.

The NEPU disciple and
close-associate of Late
Mallam Aminu Kano, said al-
though time has changed,
but during their trip to the
national conference in Lon-
don, they were given only
two pounds as allowance
and their number was only
56-members. He commended
the position of the National
Assembly for rejecting the
conference, adding that the
National Assembly was the
right place to hold such dia-
logue because they are the
representatives of the
people.

esSarakionNorthemUnion

From AbdulRazaq Adebayo,
Correspondent, llorin

are incompatible on several
issues.”

This conference holding
in llorin is therefore to show
Nigerians and particularly
the leadership of Arewa Con-
sultative Forum that Saraki’s
views were personal to him
and does not represent the

views of the Arewa Consul-

tative Forum members in
Kwara state,” he asserted.
General Adisa advised Dr.
Saraki and his group to move
closer to the leadership ofthe

among northerners generally ~ACF and make constructive

“is simply to factionalise the
regional body (ACF) for self-
ish purposes.”

Northerners, “Adisa de-
clared,” should reject the
Northern Union in entirety
adding “l have much respect
for Dr. Olusola Saraki but we

suggestions ifthey truly love
the north saying “to estab-
lish a new body is to destroy
the unity of the north which
both Sir Ahmadu Bello and
late Abubakar Tafawa Balewa

toiled day and night to

achieve.”
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List of delegates North/South

RESPECTABLE ELDER STATESMEN
Contd from Pg 2

SOUTH
"Mr.AdamsAliyuOshiomhole
M. S.OZ Ejiofoh, mni

M. PeterAdeyemi
Mr.Emmanuel Ugboajah

TRADEUNION
CONGRESS OF NIGERIA
NORTH
nh
SOUTH
ComradeDr. (Mrs.) NkiruP. Obiajulu
Comrade(Chief)John Kolawole

NIGERIA EMPLOYERS
CONSULTATIVE
ASSOCIATION (NECA)
NORTH
MallamMammanAdoju
SOUTH
M-.J.D. Lawuyi, MON
Mazi SamLOhuaburwa, MON
Mr.AlbertKattiems
Mr.ValUsifo
MrAO.Osinowo

NIGERIA YOUTH
ORGANISATIONS
NORTH
Engr. YusufOnogo
Awwal Tukur
Mr. KabituTanimuTuraki, SAN
SOUTH
Amb.GregMbadiwe
Dr.WaleBabalakin
NerbertEzenwah

WOMEN GROUP
NORTH
Dr.Ehyantulfenne
Mis.ZainabMaina
HajiaBilikisu'Yusuf
SOUTH

Mrs. JoyNgozi Ezeilo
Olori Yetunde Gbadebo
Mre.NkoyoToyo

MANUFACTURERS
ASSOCIATION OF
NIGERIA (MAN)
NORTH
Amb. (Dr)HA (WakHinAdamam)
AlhajiBashirM Borodo
SOUTH
Engr. CharlesC. Ugwuh
HRHEzeGC.Acffikwu
ChiefG.G.Gina
ChiefSamBolaiinde

NATIONALASSOCIATION
OFCHAMBERSOF
COMMERCE, INDUSTRY,
MINESAND AGRICULTURE

(NACCIMA)

NORTH

Dr. Ignatius ljegwaAdaji, mni, FNIM
ChiefJohnAmoolaOdeyemi, FCA
RearAdmiralMuilalaNyako(itd)
Alhaji Mohammed Munir Ja'afaru,
OFR,mni

SOUTH

Dr. Simeon ChukwuemekaOkota
Chief(Mr.)MaryAwhotu lyasere

POLITICAL PARTIES PDP
NORTH

MisTyabodePam

Barr. HumphreyAbah

Alhaji Farouk B. Faiouk
AlhajiYusufSuleiman
SenatorMamaMe'aii Lawan

SOUTH
NzeQziehgkwuF. Chukwu
ChiefObinnaOgba
Barr.VenatiusA lkem
DnSO.Ogbemudia
ProfFemtOtunbajo

Barr. ToyeOlofintuyi

ANPP

NORTH

Alhaji Sani DahirEl-Katuzu

“ jiaHalimaAlfa
jiABayeroBello

SOUIH

ChiefDon Ohot Etiebet

AD
ML
OTHERS
NORTH
ML
SOUTH
SenalorlkeOmarSandaNwachukwu
ChiefChekwasOkorie

CIVIL SOCIETIES
NORTH
Prof Audu Idris
Mallam Shehu Sani

M. Idris MilBd Abdul

SOUTH
Chief(Mrs.)BisiOgunleye,OFR
ChiefBar. MikeA A Ozekhome
Bair.MikeNkwoGha

MUSLIM LEADERS
NORTH
Alh.U.A. Shinkafi (MarufanSokoto)
Dr. [brahimTahirfralban Bauchi)
JusticeAbdulkadirOrire(itd)
SOUTH
Professor IshaqOloyede
SheikAdamidoko
Alhaji O.RT.Okiri

CHRISTIAN LEADERS
NORTH
DnHaiunaMshelia
Daudalshaya
Barr. JohnAchimugu
south
MosignorJohnAniagu
Bishop PeterAdebiyi
Rev. Dr. Daniel Oko

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF NIGERIAN STUDENTS
NORTH

Com MahmoudNasir

SOUTH

ComTonyNwoye

NIGERIA GUILD OF EDITORS
NORTH
MallamHaliluBaba Dantiye
SOUTH
nil

NIGERIA UNION OF
JOURNALISTS
NORTH
Prince SmaitAdeyemi
SOUTH
nil

NEWSPAPER
PROPERIETORS'
ASSOCIATION OF NIGERIA

NORTH

nil

SOUTH
ChiefAjibolaOgunsola
MrNdukaObaigbena

PHYSICALLY
CHALLENGED PEOPLE
NORTH
DanlamiUmaruBasham
SOUTH
MissNikeAkinbola
Yinka Ibidunni (Blind)

NIGERIANS IN DIASPORA (1
EACH FROM EUROPE,

AMERICA, ASIAAND AFRICA) i
NORTH
Dr.1saOdidi-Canada
SOUTH
Dr.OlaK Chairman, NIDOAmerica
Dr. FrancisLfgjikeAdike-Asia
Dr. Oluiemi Qkip”jn-NIDOEurope
0. LutherKing-Ghana

SOCIO-CULTURAL
GROUPS AREWA
CONSULTATIVE FORUM
Maj-Gen IbrahimBalaHaruna, CFR
Chirf(Mis.)Margaret Icheen

Engr. BelloSuleiman
MallamIbrahimMai Sule

AFFNFERE
SenatorFemi Okunronmu

OHANAEZE
Professes'J.O. hikwu, SAN
SenF.J.Ellah, OFR, KSGGF,FNIM

MIDDLE BELT FORUM
Hoi Isaac Shaahu
MrJohnDaia

IJAW NATIONAL
CONGRESS (INC)
ChiefFJ. Williams

IGBIMOAGBAYORUBA
MajorGeneralRAAdebayc>(rtd)OFR

SPECIAL CASES
NORTH
ProfessorJenyGana
AlhgjilroDan Musa
SOUTH

Md

MrFo

Prof JoyOgwu
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MTN induces Reps with N16bn

evelations  came
R yesterday suggesting
that the MTN,

leading South African GSM
service provider might have
spentover N 16 billion to ind-
uce the House of Represe-
ntatives to influence its over-
sight of its activities.

MTN was alleged yest-

By Hamced Bello &
Zainab Alimi, Political Reporters

erday to have been inducing
each member ofthe House by
providing them free N7,500
worth of recharge cards
monthly since inception of
the House in 2003, although
the communications comm-

Plateau: Dariye, legislators

he cordial relationshi
Tbetween the Plateau

State Government and
the State House of Assembly
since the lifting ofthe state of
emergency about thrge mon-
ths ago may soon bhe shatt-
ered as the legislature has
rejected an executive bill forw-
arded to it.

The state, assembly which
has been hobrobbing with the
executive arm of government
since the end of the
emergency rule has however
turned a new leaf when last
week it returned to 'the
executive, a bill seeking for the
establishment of the joint
state and local government
account in Plateau state.

The legislators returned the
bill after its second reading
citing “lack of details” as the
reason for their action.

Minority leader, Rujus
Bature, representing Barakin
Ladi, set the debate rolling
when he described the bill as
lacking in details and
suggested that it be returned

Ito the executive. He was
quickly supported by Pam
Dong representing Jos South.

The legislators took turns
to reject the bill described as
dear to Governor Joshua
Dariye in his reconciliation
and rural development efforts.
For instance, David Longlam

From Jibril Dauda,
Regional Editor (Jos)

(Pankshin South) argued that
the bill did not specify details
about the composition of the
members who would head the
joint account.

Another member, Wanga
Lemoro, drew attention ofthe
House to the failure of the
state government to allocate
10 per cent from it statutory
allocation to the local gover-
nment lifting of the state of
emergency about three mon-
ths ago. HE argued therefore,
that to go into another joint
account arrangement would
mean a return to the old prac-
tice that had been rejected.

ittee chairman, Hon. Yemi
Arokodare, who allegedly
collected the recharge cards
on behalf of the members
confirmed the allegations,
saying however that he
began-collecting the cards
since August, 2004.

While confirming the story,
Hon. Arokodare also revealed
that MTN also gave free lines
to state governors and pas-
tors across the country.

Nigerians have severally
complained ofbeing shortch-
anged by MTN for providing
poor quality service and
charging them unfairly even
for unsuccessful calls and for
making arbitrary billings.

An All Nigeria Peoples
Party (ANPP), member ofthe
House, Hon. Haruna Yerima,
accused the communications
committee foraiding and abe-
tting corruption by transa-
cting an illegal business on
behalfofthe members.

Hon. Yarima who also sug-
gested that the Senate were
given higher offers, stated
also that he last Tuesday
warned the communications
committee chairman not to
include him in the collections.

FG receives N61.8
billion Abacha loot

he government of
Switzerland has
approved repatriation

of $458 million to Nigeria
(about N61.8 bn) as part of
the funds taken out of the
country by late Head of State,
General Sani Abacha and his
family.

The amount, according to
the minister of finance, Dr.
Ngozi Okonjo-lweala, is part
ofthe $505 million the Nigeria
government expects to

Togo apologises to Nigeria

he Togolese autho-
T rities yesterday off-
ered a formal apology
to the Nigerian government
over the refusal of landing
rights last week to the pres-
idential jet carrying the adv-
ance team of President Olus-
legun Obasanjo to Lome,
Togo.

The presidential plane
which was turned back by
j Togolese aviation officials at
j Lome airport, was part of
president Obasanjo’s team to
the scheduled meeting with
the recent unconditional cha-
:nge of government in that
country. .

Current African Union
(AU), chairman President
Obasanjo, along with the
presidents of Niger, Benin,
Ghana and Mali are to meet
the T»golese authorities on
the need to restore constitu-
tionality following the death
oflate President Gnassingbe
Eyadema and the installation
; ofhis son Faure as president.

However, in a letter to pre-
sident Obasanjo yesterday,
Faure Gnassigbe regretted
“the misunderstanding follo-
wing this denial (of landing
rights).

Following the Togolese
action, Nigeria had recalled
its ambassador from the
neighboring country and
cancelled aH trips to and from

Togo by government officials
of both countries.

Apologising for the action,
Faure in his letter, recalled
that president Obasanjo
enjoyed long personal relati-
onship with the late Eyadema
and that “our two countries
have had long historic ties
between them”, adding, “we
regret the unfortunate inci-
dence regarding your plane
and the mis-understanding
that it has caused”.

The letter also said that
Togo realised the important
role president Obasanjo
plays in Nigeria, West Africa
and indeed in Africa. Togo
looks forward to strengt-
hening the relationship with
its West'African neighbour,
Faurfe’s letter to Obasanjo
said.

Briefing State House corr-
espondents yesterday, presi-
dential spokesman, Mrs.
Oluremi Oyo confirmed that
the apology has been “acce-
pted by president Obasanjo.”

She however said this
action does not mean recog-
nition of the regime in Togo.

“It does not mean reco-
gnition, President Obasanjo
remains the chairman of AU
and the AU has pronounced
that what has happened in
Togo is unconstitutional and
it remains so,” she
"maintained. '

By Andrew Agbese,
Reporter

receive from the Swiss gover-
nment in connection with the
stolen funds.

TRe release of the funds
which is sequence to the
judgmentofthe Swiss federal
court which okayed the cou-
ntry’s authorities to return
assets of “obviously criminal
origin” to Nigeria without a
court decision in the country
concerned, makes Switze-
rland the first country to
return such monies to Nigeria.

Responding on behalf of
the Nigerian government,
Ngozi Okonjo-lweala reite-
rated government’s commi-
tment to the Swiss gover-
nment saying all such assets
would be used for develo-
pmental projects in Nigeria.

She said this explains why
as early as 2004, the Nigerian
government, after receiving
the assurance of the Swiss
authorities factored most of
the Abacha funds into the
2004 budget so that infrast-
ructure and social services
would be provided to the
people.

The minister who was full
of thanks to the government
of Switzerland said the deve-
lopment ofsocial services and
the provision of infrast-
ructure is in line with gover-
nments’ priorities as spelt out
inthe NpEDS programme.

The minister disclosed that
only last month, President
Olusegun Obasanjo had met
with a delegation from the
Swiss government to share
idea,on the project and disc-
uss modalities of ensuring
transparency in the way the
recovered funds would be
spent.

NGO ’sand other civil soci-
ety groups are said are free
td verify the utilisationofthe
funds while the World Bank
has also been invited to mo-
nitor the utilization of the
ftmtfs."—

he Federal Government
T announced yesterday

that it has discovered
no fewer than 193 illegal and
unlicensed airstrips, helic-
opters and helidecks belo-
nging to major oil companies
in the country.

Aviation minister, Mallam
Isa Yuguda, told State House
correspondents after yest-
erday’s federal executive
council meeting that those,
operating the illegal airports

Thursday,

February 17, 2005

FG identifies 193 illegal
airstrips in the country

include Shell witfT 68, Che-
vron 25, Mobil 74, Totalfina-
elf 10, Agip and Conoil which
has one each.

He said government had
ordered all such operations of
the airstrips to register them
immediately.

“The operation of these

Niger Assembly passes
law to derobe Borgu Emir

he legal instrument
T initiated by the exec-

utive to derobe the
Emir of Borgu, Alhaji Haliru
Dantoro, has been cobbled
together by the Niger State
House of Assembly within a
space of48 hours.

Presiding over the Bill by
the Deputy Speaker, Hon.
Haruna Labaran which was
titled: “Bill for a Law to pro-
vide for appointment and
deposition of Emir of Borgu
20057, itwas passed into law
immediately after its third
reading on Wednesday.

The bill, which was opp-
osed by members from Borgu
and Bida constituencies,
however failed to stop the
passage ofthe bill into law.

In the attempt to achieve
the aim of the law, the Clerk
ofthe House has been mand-
ated to present the law to the
governor for his signature.
The governor is presently
overseas.

Partofthe law has amended
the system of the emirate

traditional succession rites
by enlarging the number of
the kingmakers from five to
eleven. Six of the nominees
shall be by the government.

According to the new law,
the chairman of Borgu and
Agwara councils who are
under the emirate are auto-
matic members of the enlar-
ged kingmakers. These in
addition to the five titled king-
makers of the council, plus
four other government appo-
intees, shall form the electoral
college.

The law also states that
any other custom or law bes-
ides the one passed by them
is contravenous and there-
fore ultravires.

On the issue of deposition,
it states that where the gove-
rnor has approved the appoi-
ntment of the vacant stool of
Borgu, any aggrieved per-
son(s) who want to institute
any legal action, shall first
deposit a non-refundable
sum of N 100,000 with the
state Accountant General.

By Reuben Yunana,
State House Correspondent

illegal airstrips has meant that
they are using the airspace
illegally and have not been
paying fees as they are expe-
cted to do,” the minister expl-
ained. -

It has come to the kyaw-
ledge of government, heir®,
that some of the airstrips”re
being used for such illegal
activities as surveillance, gun-
running and other forms of
economic sabotage against the
country.

He noted that the operators
were exploiting the opport-
unities offered them by lack of
adequate laws to control them.

He then warned that adeg-
uate laws were now in place
and must be complied with.

Yuguda pointed out that the
activities of the operators
makes the Nigerian airspace
dangerous and air traffic
congestion, uncontrolled flight
operations as well as threat to
safety, national security'and
loss of revenue.

He said council also appro-
ved the rehabilitation and
upgrading offacilities at 18 out
ofthe 22 airports in the country.

To this end, he said council
approved the installation of
flight landing at the Akanu
Ibian Airport Eniigu at a cost
0fN241 million. Council also
approved the contract for the
Ile-Ife water works which is
to cost N24 billion and has a
capacity for 15 million cubic
litres o fwater.

Shehu Shagari @ 30

Alhaji Shehu Usman Aliyu Shagari

Nigeria’s former President, Alhaji Shehu Shagari will by the special grace
of God mark his 80* birthday anniversary on Friday, February 25, 2005.
This is a moment ofjoy for the elder statesman who has meritoriously

served the nation with utmost humility and sincerity.

To commemorate the landmark event, Media Trust Limited, the publishers
of Daily and Weekly Trust will publish a special publication
O ftributes to this venerable leader and gentleman.

We invite individuals, organisations, business political associates,
governments and people ofNigeria to send felicitations and goodwill
messages to this man of honour.

For enquiries and booking of space, please call the Special Projects on

the following Nos: 0803-703-8663, 0804-214-5839, 0803-503-9527,
0804-334-1144, 0803-317-5421, 0802-849-4170 or 09-6720346

- Management
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New Africa Merchant Bank Pic

worthy Leafier

The Board, Management and
Staff of New Africa Merchant
Bank Pic wish to congratulate
His Excellency, the Jigawa
State  Governor Alhajl
[brahim Saminu Turaki on his
conferment of the prestigious
honorary

scence Ny the Senate of the
University of Jos.

His Excellency, Alhaji Ibrahim Saitiinu Turaki,
Executive Governor, Jigawa State.

The prestigious honour is a testimony o fyour immense contributions to the
opment o finformation and communication technology in Nigeria and
West Africa.

More grease to your elbow,

Management
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Let Faure Gnassingbe be Battlingpoverty onthewrong front

[™=am not in any way trying
= play the Devil’s
i VOCate here. | believe

" jvery sincerely in what | am

e going to say and | am
iconvinced that | am
(motivated by a patriotic
jdesire and pragmatic
1jconsideration to spare Africa
the trauma of anothe”
commotion in Togo.

This caveat is necessary
because 1am fully-aware that
the view | will canvas in this
piece will be very unpopular.
Although mine may'be the
only lone voice in the entire
continent of Africa and even
beyond, | am nevertheless
compelled by the courage of
my conviction to express it.

Mercifully, the issue at
stake is not a domestic one
for which comeone can
insinuate that 1 may have
been bribed to canvas the
kind ofpointofview I intend
to do here. /

The matter has to do with
the succession of Mr. Faure
tinassingbe Eyudema to the
office of Head ofstate which
his late father occupied.

The whole of Africa,
through ECOWAS and the
AU, isup inarms against the
succession. A majority of
Togolese who ought to have
kicked against it, appear
largely apathetic. Much of
the noise againstithas come
from the outside world who
described the action as
unconstitutional and
|undemocratic.

The Nigerian government
in particular is so angry that
|you cannot help thinking that
it is trying to incite the world
against Togo. Some
Nigerians have been so
sufficiently incited that they
want their government to
become the America of the
world by sending troops to
chase the young Faure out
of the Executive Mansion in
Lome.

My candid view is that
such intended act of
aggression against Togo will
be ill-advised. What benefits
have we Africans seen in
idemocracy that we will risk
|the lives of our brothers in
defence of that system of
Igovernment? Is democracy

jworth defending in Africa?

A critical look atmuch of
|Africa will show that our
lharvest from democracy is
mothing but a tale of woes
:and bloodshed. For me, the

]time has come for us Africans

t6 humbly agree that we
have notyet come to the age
of political maturity to insist
on democracy. Instead, let
|us adopt what will work in
each circumstance.

It is a form of pseudo-
monarchism (as in the case
in Togo) that will work, let us
lall support it. If peace and
Istability will be guaranteed if
the son of a deceased

jpresident succeeds his
| father, let us encourage that
Irather than insist on a
(democratic election or
Isuccession which may bring
chaos and bloodshed. One
professor called this thedrv

of mine opportunism but I
call it sensible pragmatism.

The double standards
which the so-called
guardians of democracy in
the world exhibit, makes me
the more suspicious of this
preferred farm of
government. The United
States of America will
vociferously call for
democracy in one country
and unabatedly support a
monarchy or dictatorship in
another country. We in
Africa should adopt this
pragmatic approach; we
should look at the situation
in each country and see what
will work there.

Every country of the
world has what | choose to
call the “owners ofthe land”
who decide what happens
there. No matter how much
democracy, advocates hate
this that is the reality in the
world today. Even the USA
with its pretensions to be the
bastion ofdemocracy still has
owners of the land who
decide who becomes
president of the country.
They subtly influence who
emerge as candidates of the
two dominant parties there.
The mass of the people are
merely called out every four
years to endorse their
choices.

I wish to recall that in the
year 2000, the whole world
was aware of the fact that
George W. Btish Jnr. did not
win that year’s presidential
election but the owners of
the land insisted that he
should be president and he
became president and is still
there today authorizing the
bombing of many innocent
people all over the world
some o f whom are strong
advocates and practitioners
of democracy! That’s
democracy foryou?

When Bush emerged as
candidates many Americans
even wondered how a man of
his intellect managed to come
up to aspire to lead a country
like the USA.

We have seen in Africa
over the years the trauma that
usually arises when a strong
father-figure departs the
scene and there is a hue and
cry for democracy. Sooner
or later, that country will
know neither peace nor
stability against. Here is a
short roll call: Libera after
Wi illiam Tolbert; Guinea
Conakry after Sekou Toure;
Ivory Coast after Houphet
Boigny and Sierra Leone after

the Maggais.
Advocates of what | call
“too much democratic

expectation” in Africa must
pause a little and reflect on
our background before
recommending a large dose
of democracy for African
states. Most African states
only just recently emerged
and are clumsily trying to
forge a true nation from its
diverse constituents with a
thousand and'one political,
social, cultural and spiritual
orientations or attitudes.

were what political scientists
call stateless people, some
were governed by
gerontocrats; others by a
warrior or hunter class; some
by absolute monarchs and
others by some form of
benevolent dictatorship or
another, | have laid this
background not to justify the
mess we have made of
governance in Africa but to
attempt to explain the reality
ofour alien situation.

Some of our intellectual
elites tend to romanticize the
Athenian style market square
forms of direct democracy
practiced amortg some ethnic
groups in some parts of Africa
and cite it as an example that
democracy has not always
been so to Africans.

That is true but the truth
remains that since our
embrace of representative
democracy, we have littler or
nothing to show for it. In
much ofAfrica, representative
democracy is a monumental
fraud. The mass ofthe people
have very little say in what
goes on in governance. Why
must we continue with the
charade called democracy
when ultimately the owners of
the land will manipulate the
people and the process to get
what they want?

The “democratic
selection” in Togo which has
brought little or not fuss
internally, is cheaperand more
peace-guaranteeing than a
“free and fair election” whose
outcome may be violence and
bloodshed.

African intellectuals must
go back to the drawing table
and try to evolve for us a
system of government that
will work in our environment
taking into consideration our
peculiarities and level of
development. When we are
mature enough we can join
the democratic train. For a
continent where large-scale
illiteracy, poverty and
unemployment reign supreme,
it is foolish illusion to expect
that the tree ofdemocracy will
flourish on its soil.

Africa faces a crisis of
leadership or governance. We
must admit this fact. The
solution, for now, may not lie
on insistence absolute
democracy. Whee democracy
will work, by all means, let us
go for it. Where something
else will be more appropriate,
let us also not hesitate to
adopt it.

From what has come out
of Togo, the late Eyadema is
said to have carefully groomed
Faure who everyone
acknowledges, is very
intelligent, to succeed him.
From what has also become
cledr. the owners of the land
(in Togo’s case, it includes the
French) have decided that
they are favourably disposed
to this succession
arrangement. Ifthe Togolese
are largely acquiescent to the
succession, why is the rest of
the world crying more than

eptember, 2000
S marked great water

shed in the socio-
economic life ofnations of
the Third World as world
leaderunder pa<rosol ofthe
United Nations Organisa-
tion (UNO), converged in
America to identify key
international development
objectives and set time for
their actualization. These
objectives, a.k.a. the
United Nations Millennium
Declaration (UNMD),
include inter-alia: reduction,
by half, ofpoverty by 2015,
with 1990 being the bench
year ofreference. The data
of the Federal Office of
Statistics, (FOS, 1995), put

By Obaje Daniel Sunday

poverty rate continues to slip
upwards from 69.8%, 70%
and 70.1% in 2000,2002 and
2003 respectively, it
increased to 70.2% in 2004.
The 2004 figure represents
89 million persons. When
analysed against an
estimated population of
126.2 million. When the
actual figure is compared
with the expected, it becomes
clear that the existing policy
option is 24% deficient..
The ineffectiveness of
existing policy option to
properly address poverty in
Nigeria is traced to two faults,
namely the concen-tration of

appreciates. While emplo-
yees ofthe formal sector are
made' better-off by this
phenomenon, their counter-
parts in the informal s A r
would not be worst!

Thus, unless the nation’s
18.2% inflation rate is
addressed, employment in
the informal sector would
not ameliorate poverty. This
is evidenced by the
continuous increase in the
poverty rate of the country
despite the 2.9% average
unemployment rate
(indicating full employment)
recorded by the CBN.

To meet the UNMD’s
2015 deadline, we must aim
at a 4.34% annual cut in
poverty for the remaining

“Tomeetthe UNMD5 2015 deadlinefwe mustah

ata4,34% annual cutinpovertyfor the remaining
elevenyears. A sure betto meeting this target s to
seek a 5% reduction in the inflation rate At 5%,
the real-income would be enhanced by an

average of over 5% which is

about 1%

iImprovement over the 4.34% target”

the proportion of persons
living in poverty in 1990 at
45% or 39 million. The
expectation ofthe UNMD,
therefore is that by 2015,
this poverty rate would
have been reduced to 22.5-
% or.19.5 million through
a joint concerted efforts
manifested in poverty
reducing programmes,
schemes or projects by the
relevant poverty aut-
horities. Accordingly, in
the maiden poverty report
expected to be submitted
by affected nations at the
end ofthis year, therestof
the world expects to see a
poverty rate of 57.4% on
Nigeria’s report card.

On the contrary,
revela-tion from authori-
tative sources including
the CBN, the FOS, the
IBRD and the Federal,
Ministry of Labour show
that four years after the
New York meeting, the
attempts by government
to reverse or at least halt
the trend of poverty in
Nigeria have yielded
negative results as the

poverty efforts in the urban
areas when a CBN/IBRD
colla-borative study reports
that 65.71% ofthe Nigerian
poor live in the rural areas
particularly in the agro-
climatic zone which alone
accounts for about 33% of
this figure. Second is the
policy strategy adopted,
which seeks to create
employment oppor-tunities
in the informal sector while
undermining the nominal
income/inflation ratio and
the real-income/inflation
relationship.Jt is important
we emphasise this fault!
Poverty has been rightly
described as the inability to
afford basic desires. Basqd
on this description, the real-
income can be argued for as
a standard gauge for
poverty as it measures the
amount of desires a
housefiold’s income can
afford. The trick is that as
prices fall, poverty gradually
abates as desires, hitherto
affordable, become
affordable. As prices fall
further, the amount of
desires (real-income)

eleven years. A sure bet to
meeting this target is to seek
a 5% reduction in the
inflation rate. At 5%, the
real-income would be
enhanced by an average
ofover 5% which is about
1% improvement over the
4.34% target. The cost-
benefit of this approach is
highly significant
compared with the
existing strategy which
en<courages the
circulation of idle cash in
the economy with its
con<comitant distortions.
As conditions for a
successful war against
inflation, domestic prices
of petroleum products
must be faourably low and
stabilised, and
consumers’ purchase
decision rule which
assumes there exists a
positive relationship
between retail prices and
the quality of
commodities must be
discouraged.

Sunday writesfrom Block
20, Area 1, Garki, Abuja

“As conditions for a successful war against

inflation domesticprices ofpetroleum products
must be faourably low and stabilised while
consumers9purchase decision rule, which
rassumes there exists a positive relationship
between retail prices and the quality of
commodities must be discouraged”
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he need to diversify the
T Nigerian economy has
been'obvious for quite
I sometime. It necessitated
the introduction of the
Structural  Adjustment
Programme in the late 1980s
and early 1990s’, which
aimed at shifting focus from
petroleum to promoting non-
oil exports like agriculture,
solid minerals and tourism.
Tourism is recognized to-
| day as one of the three top
constituents of world trade,
along side oil and automo-
bile.~Given the lucrative na-
ture of tourism as the world’s
largest industry, successive
I Nigerian governments have
indicated interest in devel-
oping the industry into a
major foreign exchange
earner, employment genera-
tor and a means of boosting
international goodwill.
Some dividends could be
said to have accrued to the
country from tourism if re-
cent World Tourism Organi-
zation (WTO) report on glo-
bal tourism destination,
which indicates that tourists
to Nigeria spent N150 million
on accommodation and al-
lied matters in the year 2001
should be taken seriously.
For effective administra-
tion of the industry, govern-
ment in Nigeria formulated
necessary statutory guide-
lines. This is to express the
national goal of developing
the country as a viable tour-
ist destination in the world.
Such guidelines led to the
promulgation of Nigeria
Tourism Development Cor-
i poration (NTDC) Decree of
' 1992.

Considering her status as
the most popular county in
Africa; her landmass- of

| about 922,000sq km warm
I'weather and naturally en-
| dowed tourist attractions,
| Nigeria is a potential tourist
; destination in the world. And

jproceeds from tourism
I should by now reflect posi-

tively on the Nigeria
; economy.

But the little progress that
Iwas hitherto made before
‘gov. nment attempted to
; develop the industry was
| due participation of pri-
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Revenue: Between tourism and ol

vate individuals and groups.
This has resulted to the loss
of potential revenue from
tourism by government,
while paying lip service to
boosting revenue generation

, from the sector.

The Nigeria Tourism As-
sociation (NTA), which was
formed in 1962, and which
flagged-off organized tour-
ism in Nigeriawas formed by
a group of private individu-
als, with the major aim ofpro-
jecting the Nigerian Tourism
Industry. The association”

mestic and international tour-
ism activities. They also led
to the administration of Ni-
geria as a full member ofthe
International Union of Offi-
cial Travel Organizations
(IUOTO), now World Tour-
ism Organization (WTO), in
1964.

Government’s contribu-
tion through the NTDC is
mainly in the area of promot-
ing, coordinating and market-
ing tourism activities in Ni-
geria; identifying the
nation’s tourism resources;

activities enhanced both do-tj,direcf involvement in tour-

Thankyou Adamu Adamu

his is to thank Adamu
T Adamu for the article:

Mu’azu, Rimi and
Bauchiroads.

In Nigeria today, to give a
minute fraction ofpeople’s en-
titlement makes a leader a hero.

Unfortunately, even the so-
called elites cannot discern
beyond that. So, crookish lead-
ers embark on eye-service
projects and few can even

think it proper to question the
cost.

As foroursix years’ system-
atic marginalization in Katagum
zone, they say the blind man
does not know that he is being
watched until he is touched.

My magnanimous advice to
Mu’azu is to go for the Senate
to represent Bauchi< South
only,come 2007. Forthe presi-
dency, itis said “Show me your

ism project development
through joint venture with
tourist centers, while financ-
ing the international Youth
Tourism Centre in Jos among
others.

In most developed coun-
tries and some parts of the
developing world, tourism
has emerged as a major
source of revenue. USA,
Britain, Japan, Brazil and
Kenya are among countries
that earn high revenue from
tourism due to their govern-
ment interest in the sector.
Nigerian’s expenses on the

friend and I tell you who you
are”. We have known
Mu’azu’s campaign manager
(Dariye) so we can safely con-
clude they are birds ofthe same
feather. They are however, not
immune from oursense ofjudg-
ment. Wake-up all the more,
AdamuAdamu!

MohammedAhmed,

Galdimari - Misau, Bauchi
State.

L etterto GovAdamu

ay luse yourwidely
I\/I read medium to so-

licit for help from
the first executive governor of
Nasarawa State, Alhaji (Dr.)
Abdullahi Adamu.

Sir, | worked as a pioneer
staff with the Nigerian
Newsday newspaper, a
parastatal under the Nasarawa
State Ministry of Information
for 4 years in the Computer
section ofthe Production De-
partment.

Your Excellency sir,
throughout the period I served
(fouryears), l was notallowed
to go on annual leave (al-
though | applied four times),
neitherwas | paid anything for
the times | should have en-
joyed the annual leaveand 1
was not served any corre-
spondence in that respect.

Throughout my service to
the parastatal, I never enjoyed
any promotion or salary re-
view, | believe | contributed

my best due to the fact that
throughout that period, there
was no week that the paper
did not make it to the streets.

Lastyear (2004), my depart-
ment was completely forgot-
ten as to the one-step incre-
ment that is supposed to be
enjoyed by every member of
staff. We had to write on July,
2004, before we were paid May
and June, 2004, dividends in
arrears remaining the balance
from January-April 2004, which
is still due for payment. We
wrote while I was still serving
but we wefe not paid. We
wrote again pleading in the
Name ofAllah (SWT), butwere
promised to be paid soonest,
"l am yet to be paid *the four
months arrears.

My appointment was termi-
nated late last year via a re-
organisation by the newspa-
per, | was advised to go to
Lafia to receive my entitle-
ments, | went with the hope of

receiving everything - the bal-
ance of2 years leave grant, (I
was paid for 2001, 2002, re-
maining the balance of 2003
and 2004); four years leave
thatwas refused me (normaly
managements pay a month’s
salary for each one year leave
you are notallowed to enjoy, |
have 4 years), and thCbalance
of my four months yearly in-
crement - (January to April,
2004).

I know your government
owes noworker leave grant for
the years you have been gov-
ernor. Infact, workers’welfare
has always been in the fore-
front ofyour administration’s
cardinal objectives. | also
heardyou on FRCN Kaduna’s
Hannu Da Yawa programme
saying so. Sir, kindly help me
getall my entitlements.

Abdullahi Korau,
Kawo. Kaduna.

other hand have not been
particularly rewarding, un-
dermining her enormous po-
tentials. This is largely be-
causegovemment utmost
interest still lies on oil.

Recently, governor
Donald Duke of Cross State
described tourism as a most
viable sector of the global
economy.

In order to exploit the tour-
ism potentials of the state,
governor Duke inaugurated
a Tourism Bureau where he
told members to take respon-
sibility of policy formulation
and implementation of the
tourism sites.

Duke has scheduled the
Obudu Ranch Mountain
Race. This is a particularly
encouraging initiative by a
state governor. The federal
government only needs to
take a cue.

At inception ofhis admin-
istration, president Obasanjo
expressed passionately, his
commitment to diversify the
economy and alleviate pov-
erty. He emphasized tourism
development as a major step
towards that direction.

Nigeria could be said to
enjoy comparative advan-
tage in tourism within Africa,
going by her status as argu-
ably, the tenth largest coun-
try in the world with a popu-
lation of about 120 million
people and considering her
diverse cultural and tourism
potentials, as well as envi-
ronmental resources.

Director-General ofNIDC
Omotayo Omotosho ob-
serves that, “despite these
vast endowments, little has
been realized from the tour-
ism sector which is the main-
stay of the economy of most
African states”.

The Minister of Culture
and Tourism, Boma
Bnimillow Jack, on her part

expressed confidence that
Tourism will, inno distant fu-
ture overtake all other sec-
tors as the biggest employer
of labour in the country. She
cited official reports on for-
eign investment as indicat-
ing that there has been more
direct investment in the hos-
pitality industry in the last
few years than in any other
industry.

Nigeria’s rich heritage is
typified by her"historic arts
and crafts, natural and
articial parks, waterfalls,
games -reserves, beaches
etc. The NTDC, overthe last
few years, enhanced the
country’s presentation in
foreign fairs by devising
ways ofpromoting her tour-
ists’ sites to foreign tourists,
thus boosting tourism in-
vestments. In 2002, Nigeria
has a remarkable outing in
the ITB Berlin Exhibition.
Mrs. Stella Obasanjo, led the
countries delegation, which
included Brimollew Jack,

Omotosho and Agbani
Darego, the then Mrs.
World.

Nigeria can boast of in-
vestible tgurist sites like
Yankari National Park in
Bauchi, Kainji Lake Park in
Niger State, Gashaka Game
Reserves in Adamawa,
Ogunta Lake Resort in Imo
State and Olumo Rock in
Abeokuta. There are also
craft materials like textiles
from places like Abeokota,
Oshogbo and Benue, Ce-
ramic, wood carving, and
many more.

All these require compe-
tent apprehension for the Ni-
geria public to feel their posi-
tive economic impactand for
government to de-emphasize
oil as the main revenue gen-
erating resource.

Kadiri Abdulrahman,
Kubwa, Abuja.

Reactions to articles published

this paper may be directed to the 0

editor via the email addrq;s:
editor(ajdailytrust,com

<«
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A.dver

The Inspector General of Police
Louis Edet House,

Shehu Shagari Way,

Abuja.

Dear Sir,
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UNLAWFUL USE OF THE POLICE BY THE KATSINA STATE
GOVERNMENT TO INTIMIDATE OPPONENTS AND RIG ELECTIONS

Fe, the undersigned, duly elected representatives ofthe people ofKatsina
W f state under the All Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP), hereby wish to

T T intimate you on the unlawful use ofthe police by the Katsina State
Government to intimidate opponents and rig elections. We have resorted towriting
you publicly because all previous correspondences with the Katsina State Police
Command have proved ineffective.

Many commissioners ofpolice (CP) have been in command in Katsina state
during the elections held since April, 2003. The misuse ofthe police has however
remained consistent, which suggests that the CPs might be carrying out orders
from the highest authorities. This assertion is supported by the Police signal, a
copy ofwhich was tendered as an exhibit at the Presidential Election Tribunal. The
signal instructed all State Police Commands to ensure victory for the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) in the April, 2003 elections. The assertion is further
reinforced by various disclosures in the press about the activities ofthe former
Inspector General ofPolice, Mr. Tafa Balogun, which amounted to collusion with
state governors to suppress opposition parties during the elections.

We are glad that you are willing to make a change for the better, as evidenced
by youryourwell publicized 10-point agenda and seeming willingness to correct
past misdeeds. The misuse ofthe police by the Katsina state government during
elections in the past took many forms, some o fwhich were:<

6. Atthe collation and returning centres, the police were also used to drive
away accredited ANPP officials from witnessing the collation. This enabled the
PDP stalwarts in collusion with the electoral officials to allocate high votes to their
Yavoured candidates. During theApril 2003 elections, AN PP officials were refused
access to these centres in Kankara, Safana, Kaita, and Charanchi local government
areas.

7. The attachment ofarmed police squads to top PDP stalwarts and top
government officials on election day, who wentabout driving away innocentvoters
from polling stations to enable the stuffing ofballot boxes with illegal ballot papers.
During the Malumfashi local governmentbye-election, Engineer Muntaka Rabe,
acommissioner in the PDP local governmentwho was protected by a squad of
armed police, physically assaulted and injured an agent o f The Network/orJustice,
an independent election monitor ata polling station. In thejust concluded local
government elections of December 18th, 2004, the same person went'about
polling stations in Katsina harassing innocentvoters and spearheading the stuffing
ofballot boxes with illegal ballot papers.

8. The provision ofpolice security to residences and business premises of
PDP stalwarts while denying same to the ANPP.

We wish to inform you that another state assembly bye-election is coming up
in Katsina on 19 February 19,2005. We expect a departure from the bleak past,

1 The wide-scale arrestofAN PP supporters before, during, and immediatelgnd urge you to comply with your 10-point agenda on the reformation ofthe

after the elections at the behest oflocal PDP stalwarts and government officials.
They were released long after the conclusion ofthe elections and only after the
extortion of large sums ofmoney from their relatives. This has happened in all
elections and all local government areas ofthe state since April, 2003.

2. Squads ofmoaobile police in motorised personnel carriers have been known
to sing war songs, blow their sirens wildly, and shooting in the air indiscriminately,
thereby scaring away voters from polling stations (especially women and the aged),
and even killing innocent citizens. For instance, Mallam Abubakar Bala Rawayau
was shot and killed, while Shehu Kabir was wounded on April 19th 2003 ata
polling station in the Kankara local government area. Similarly, at the Malumfashi
local government bye-election, which took place on November 29,2003 a
squad ofmobile police under the area command terrorised Malumfashi town and
its environs both on the eve ofthe election and on the election day.

3. In therural areas of the state, the police were used to physically drive
away voters from polling stations by beating them up in order to facilitate the
stuffing ofballot boxes with illegal ballot papers by PDP supporters and top
government officials in collusion with election officials. This happened at the Ingawa
local government area during the Katsina state local government elections o fMarch
27th, 2004.

4. Giving cover to thugs imported by the PDP to unleash mayhem among
ANPP supporters in polling stations and collection centres while the police look
the otherway. In the Malumfashi local government bye-election, Hon. Hadi Sirika,
aANPP member ofthe House ofRepresentatives, was violently attacked and
nearly killed in Dayi town. The episode took place in the presence ofover 100
policemen, whojust stood by. During the Katsina state local government elections
ofMarch 27,2004, PDP thugs under leadership ofone Dr. Garba Matazu (a PDP
member ofHouse of Representatives) burned over 30 houses to ashes in Karaduwa
village in Matazu local government area, including that o fthe ANPP candidate,
Alh. Husaini Adamu Karaduwa. Nobody has been arrested or prosecuted for that
in spite ofreports to the police.

5. The mounting of heavy security at election distsibution centres and
prevention of accredited ANPP officials from witnessing and certifying the
distribution ofelection materials, even though material certification is a pre-condition
for credible and transparent elections. PDP stalwarts were however allowed free
access at such centres. At thejust concluded charade otherwise called the Katsina
state local government elections of December 18,2004, ANPP officials were
banned by the police from entering the headquarter offices ofthe Independent
Electoral Commission in the state to certify election materials and supervise their
distribution. PDP stalwarts were however allowed free passage.

police during this bye-election. Let the credible face you intend to give the police
start to show now.

We wish you good health and God’s guidance.
Yours faithfully,

1 Senator Kanti Belio
«

2. Senator Abu Ibrahim

3.  Hon. Lawai Garba

4.  Hon. (Engr.) Nuhu Magaji

5. Hon. Dr. Ishak Kurfi

Hon. Tukur Idris Nadabo

7. Hon. Bashir [dris Nadabo

8.  Hon. Hadi Sirika

Hon Hamisu Gambo

10. Hon. Kabir Ado

11. Hon. Mahmud Ahmed

12.  Hon. Kabir Tandama

13.  Hon. Shuaibu Katsayel

14. Hon. Belio Abubakar Ingawa
15. Hon. Manzo Yusuf Madaka
16. Hon. Bishir Abubakar K/Soli
17.  Hon. Abdu Abdullahi

Hon. Ya’u Ahmed

19. Hon. Haruna Aliyu Yamel =
Hon. Musa Adamu

Hon. Abba Mato
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NATIONAL AGENCY FOR FOOD AND
DRUG ADMINISTRATION AND CONTRO LA 0~
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S3rdnation-wide annual secondary

NAFOAC hereby invites all members of NAFOAC Consumers safety Qub (NCSC) nabon-wide to participate in the 2005 Secondly Schools' Competition With the theme:
‘Eradication ofFake and Adultw fifff) Productand Promotion ofQuality Stintcjrfty™ j

Thisye”N'scompetition VWKXikj be condiKjed through written examination inall the states of the federatK)n and Abujaon Saturday, 19 February, 2005
Eligible Participants: Membersof NCSCin bothJSSand SSSlevels

MethodsofParticipation: Membersof NCSC are Greportat theirstates’ designated examination centres for a written test with their NCSCidentity card duly signed by
their school Coordinators. All rules guiding the conduct of an examination will be strictly observed.

NotificationofResults:  State and Zonal Winners wilt be duly communicated in writing only, while national winners will be communicated both in writing and
through National dailies.

Prizesto be Won by Studentsand Schoaols: - _
* Computer work stations (with full accessories)

ggucational Savings Account
lourT.V. sets

T-Shirts, Face-Caps, Booksand Ball Rens

*
*
*

NAFOAC wishes to use this occasion, to heartily congratulate the National Winners of the 2003 &2004 editions of the I"Nionwtote Secondary Schools’ Essay Competition, their
Parents, Guardians, Principalsand NCSCCoordinators.

The2003 and 2004 National winners are hereby invited to ihe 2005 National Award Ceremony, coming up inAbujaonthe J* of February, 2005.

NATIONAL AWARD WINNERS

JUNIOR CATEGORY
m i
* wiMifr
iy
o Aouews Icliag% . Wi N tt Ctaefea gd»lf/d lafOfa»
Hmrn  Emafac.UtO.N i n ¥1Mmr];m School: OwfeSMite
Schw*,  Hotir-fectseySst. SN Him: (oMVjfiwk Htm"ﬁ . mavin J*
ifciwss, I»» $mg Sa1: Ms*l toCAge, (\<;?)E _ _ mﬁ%ﬁ] %ﬁc
P«SV«< Bew&aleSaB <\VC<m fmmimmtUM jmM A
mjjfm t; N»MOJO mmmm Schorl Pné», A |:‘ncsr\T/]v1:NSi Cettpuitf-wtel &
%%:Abﬂ% tos~ffer MAICVB fmmdfim. m$m» Ty N ilill
Cmpmtmmmmmm MM ftm AMfcytmfmma  SnMIPivt A aSRH=e
KiayMtft
NATIONAL AWARD WINNERS 2003
(Senior Category)
Position  Name of Student School Prim
r Jenny Sunday Inuk Immaculate Conception Scondary School, NS0,000.00
Itak-lkono Akwa-lbom State
2* KoufaOyinkepreye Federal Government Girls College, N30,000.00
Imiringi, Bafyelsa State
3* Grace, G. Akpabio Adlah Obong Secondary Commercial School, N20,000.00
Eniong Offol, Uyo, Awka-lbom
(Junior Category)
Position NameofStudent School Prize
11* NnamdiQkolodu Federal GovernmentCollege, Vandeikya, Benue State  N50,000.00
2 Ezegbu Isaac Federal Government College, Okigwe, Imo State N30,000.00
Li' Ete Obong OkonEdet St Brians Model College, Uyo, Akwa Ibom State N20,000.00

For further enquiries, please telephone 01*4521212,08033154512, 08023116264 or 09-5241109,08037881120,
NAFDAC: Safeguarding the Health of the Nation
r
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he police in Zimbabwe

have raided the offices
T of three journalists,
Isaying thqy were looking for
Ispying equipment.

Thejournalists - who re-
port for the Associated Press,
i~ ondon Times and South
Amcan newspapers - said
Ithey only had normal office
;equipment.

A lawyer for the journal-
ists said the raid - which
lasted six hours on Monday
inight - was aclear case ofha-
rassment and intimidation. *

Zimbabwe is due to hold
parliamentary elections on 31
|March.

Correspondents said the
government of President
IRobert Mugabe is deter-
mined, to limit reporting us-
ing restrictive media laws
passed in 2002.

“It’s harassment,” said
jtheir lawyer, Beatrice Mtetwa.

“Police came to their of-
ifice with three different sets
ofallegations, so it’s obvious

Trust

they don’t know what to
charge them with. They [po-
lice] are looking for a reason
to lock them up.”

After the three - Angus
Shaw, Jan Raath and Brian
Latham - were accused of

Daily Trust

Africa

Zimbabwe damps down on journalists

spying, the police accused
them of working as journal-
ists without official accredi-
tation - an offence which can
lead to a two-yearjail term.
Mr Shaw told BBC News
that they had applied to re-

new their accreditation and
so they were legally free to
continue working.

He said they were now
waiting to see if the police
would charge them with any
offence.

Anti government protesters run through the streets of Lome, as Togolese troops fire tear gas stun grenades
in the streets of Lome, Togo, recently.

US development aid nets $19 billion

he US government’s
T official development
assistance (ODS) has
Iristen from $ 10 billion in 2000
|to $19 billion in 2004, accord-
iirig to documents released
Iby the US state department.
In a statement made avail-
able by the US embassy in
|Nigeria, the ODS spending
jrose faster between 2000 and
12004 than any time since the
Marshall Plan, when US
spent heavily to rebuild Eu-
rope after World War Il.
It said that the Bush
;administration’s Millennium
Challenge Account (MCA)
initiative, which is designed
to assist developing coun-
tries “rule justly, foster eco-
momic freedom, and invest in
their people,” has received
one billion dollars in funding
| in 2004 and an additional S1.5
Ibillion dollars in 2005.
Eight of the 17 countries
eligible for MCA funding are

(2.0L)

By Elkanah Chawai,
Reporter (Foreign desk)

in sub-Sahara Africa, which
saw its trade with the US in-
crease more than 65 percent
from 2000 to 2003, the state-
ment stated further. **

The statement added that
the Trade for African Devel-
opment and Enterprise Initia-
tive which aims to expand the
role that trade play in Afri-
can poverty reduction strat-
egy, was funded at $25 mil-
lion in 2004 for the purpose
of increasing trade and in-
vestment in Africa.

In the realm ofpeace and
security, the statement said
that the US Global peace
Operators Initiative will pro-
vide $114 million to support
African peace operations
starting in fiscal year 2006.

Meanwhile, the embassy
has disclosed over 6.3 million
entries for the 2006 diversity
visa lottery were received
during the two-month elec-

\

tronic registration.

The programme was de-
signed to bring greater racial
and ethnic diversity of the
US and offer permanent resi-

AlSAwants greater role InAU

rp grecution secretary-
bral of the African
X7 and Steel Associa-
tion (AISA), Alhaji Sanusi A.
Mohammed said that it can
play a crucial role in the Afri-
can development project.

The executive secretary
who was speaking to news-
men Tuesday in Abuja said:
“we have arole to play in the
AU but the ground is not
healthy enough for such ef-
fort to yield immediate re-
sult.”

According to Sanusi, the
continent’s development is
been hijacked by myriad of
factors which include: cor-
ruption, insincerity, inconsis-
tency in government policy
and high level ofgovernment
interference.

FRONT BRAKE PADS
m\ 0,500.00 ONLY

(Labour inclusive)

dency visas to citizens of
nations that have a tradition-
ally low level ofimmigration
to the US.

By Jibrin Abubakar,
Reporter (Foreign)

“We have written to the
AU to address the problem
of African leadership in or-
der to sensitise them on the
problem of the continent.

He said God has en-
dowed Africa with enough
potential that can be harness
for developmental purposes.

On importing engineers
to help industrialise the coun-
try, Sanusi said it was base-
less as there are Nigerian ex-
perts who can carry out the
function of industrialisation.

He said unless Nigerians
build trust and domestic se-
curity, international invest-
ment will continue to elude
the country.
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Odd World

Pastor hands $14,000 to
congregation for investment

pastor handed out $14,000 to congregation members
A to invest for seven weeks, after which they are to bring

the money and profits back to the church to be used in
missionaiy work.

“The idea has always been in the back of my mind,”
Pastor Steve Dyer of the Newsong Church.

Loud gasps were heard throughout the 125-member, in-
terdenominational church as the envelopes containing $100
and $50 bills were ripped opened after the Sunday sermon.
Some members thought the bills were counterfeit. Others
shook their heads in bewilderment.

Dyer had placed crisp $100 bills in red envelopes for adults
and $50 bills in green envelopes for school-age children.
“That is going to be a lot of fun,” Dyer said. “A lot of people
already have ideas.”

Teacia Williams, 14, said she is going to use her $50 to
purchase newspaper ads advertising her availability to baby-
sit. “I plan on doubling the money,” she said.

Dyer said the church isn’t keeping track of who has the
money, but did give one stipulation: it was not to be used to
buy lottery tickets or to gamble.

When asked what the church will do if someone steals
the money, Dyer replied, “That’s between them and God.”

Dyer preached Sunday about the Parable of the Talents

"Faimer paints pigeons to Jieep
off predators

A ch farmer has painted pigeons pink and green to
/ off hungry birds of prey and it seems to have

A . JLweorked, a Dutch newspaper reported yesterday.

‘I ’m crazy about the birds ... Naturally, birds ofprey are
going to eat pigeons, but preferably not here,” the farmer
told the Algemeen Dagblad newspaper.

He began painting the birds with environmentally friendly,
water-based paint a year ago.

“The colours make the pigeons seem unsuitable as prey.
The birds of prey simply don’t recognize them anymore,” he
said.

Woman, 79, attacks cops with cane

r rosecutors have charged a 79-year-old woman who po

said

rlice said injured two officers when she struck them with
a wooden cane.

The officers, both of whom were treated for their injuries
at area hospitals, were hurt after they arrived at Betty Cham-
bers’home south of South Bend to check on her welfare. One
officer had a Separated shoulder and hand injury while the
other might have suffered a mild concussion, said Jaimee
Thirion, a spokeswoman for St. Joseph County police.

Tuesday afternoon, prosecutors charged Chambers with
resisting law enforcement and battery, both felonies.

The altercation began shortly after officers John
Pavlekovich and Lonny Foresman arrived at the home Friday
evening, a police report said.

St. Joseph County Prosecutor Michael Dvorak said offic-
ers were called to the home to investigate a possible domes-
tic abuse charge against the caretaker.

“This is a serious concern because police are there to
protect all of us,” Dvorak said.

When officers arrived, the woman’s caretaker, Thomas
Holleman, 56, became argumentative and told the officers to
leave, according to a police report. The officers reported that
the man refused to cooperate and an altercation ensued while
they tried to handcuffhim.

Holleman also was charged with battery and resisting
law enforcement.
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Lebanon; ThausarobnaumaH-nn

creaming and weeping
S mourners surrounded
the flag-draped coffin
carrying the body of former
Pijme Minister Rafiq al-Hariri
:as hundreds of thousands of
people turned out for his
Iburial yesterday, two days
jafter a huge bomb killed the
|man credited with rebuilding
Ipost-civil war Lebanon.
Thousands of people
Iconverged on the
IMuhammad Amin Mosque,
|causing a crush, as the fu-
ineral service took place.
Al-Hariri and 14 other
Ipeople were Killed in an ap-
parent suicide car bombing
lin the capital on Monday.
Tensions have soared
:since the attack, which many

Yarenaresshve
A-Crethe RIS

(A

"emeni security forces

Mave detained five

eople, including a

woman? suspected of be-

longing to Al-Qaeda and plot-

ting attacks on embassies

and Western targets in the

country, security sources
said.

“Atthe beginning ofthis
week, we have succeeded to
arrest five (suspected Al-
Qaeda members) who were
trying to plant explosive ma-
terials near an installation
belonging to a Western
country,” one source told
AFP.

The five suspects, who
“were planning attacks on
embassies and Western tar-
Igets,” included a woman, the
source said/

There were no further de-
tails.

Yemeni opposition elec-
tronic newspaper Rai News
\said yesterday the five “were
plotting suicide attacks
against Western embassies,
:including that of the United
iStates and Britain in Sanaa.”

It said “a 22-year-old
|[member of the group hesi-
tated at the last moment to
carry out a suicide attack
lwith a belt of explosives
against one of the two em-
Ibassies.

“The suspect then
headed to a police station
south of Sanaa where he
igave a confession that al-
ilowed security forces to ar-
irest the other members ofthe
Igroup.

“The police seized arms
land explostves from the
jhomes ofthe members ofthe
group, which probably be-
longs to the Al-Qaeda net-
|work,” it said.

Yemen has cracked down
on suspected Al-Qaeda mem-
bers at the behest of the
1United States. It has already
convicted two groups over
]the 2000 bombing of the US
navy destroyer Cole in Aden
;that killed 17 American sail-
ors and over the bombing of
the French tanker Limburg
Itwo years later.

Lebanese blame on Syria. The
Syrian government has de-
nied it was responsible for
the blast.

The US has recalled its
ambassador to Syria in pro-
test at the bombing, although
it has not directly accused
Damascus ofresponsibility.

'French President Jacques
Chirac, for decades a close
friend ofal-Hariri, travelled to
Beirut yesterday to pay his
respects.

Syrian Vice President
Abdul-Halim Khaddam, also
afriend of Mr Hariri, attended
the funeral, although Mr
Hariri’s family had warned
Syrian and Lebanese officials
to stay away.

Several other foreign dig-
nitaries were present, includ-
ing US Assistant Secretary
of State William Bums, Arab
League General Secretary
Amr Moussa and European
Union foreign policy chief
Javier Solana.

As al-Hariri’s body ar-
rived at the mosque, griev-
ing mourners tried to seize
the coffin, prompting Mr
Hariri’s eldest son, Bahaa, to
appeal for calm.

“We don’t want his last
minutes to be like this, step
back away from his body,” he
pleaded through a micro-
phone.

The casket, was passed
through the jostling crowd
into the huge sandstone-
coloured mosque, where
prayers were said, before it
was finally lowered into a
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freshly-dug plot.

al-Hariri’s remains, and
those of several bodyguards
who were also Killed in the
blast outside the St Georges
Hotel, were earlier trans-
ported by ambulance three
kilometres to the mosque from
his home in west Beirut.

In emotionally charged
scenes, a sea Or mourners,

.many carrying Lebanese

flags, escorted the cortege.

Men and women wept
uncontrollably as spectators
on balconies showered the
crowd with rice.

The BBCS3 correspon-
dent in Beirut said Christians,
Muslims and Druze alike are
grieving for the death of the
Sunni Muslim billionaire.

Cries of“Syria out, Syria
out” rang out from the crowd,
as mourners vented their an-
ger at Lebanon’s powerful
overlord. Others yelled “Re-
venge, revenge on Lahoud
and Bashar”, referring to the
presidents of Lebanon and
Syria.

A huge security opera-
tion was staged for the event,
with heavily armed police and
troops fanned out along the
funeral route.

Armoured vehicles were
stationed in back streets and
sharpshooters positioned on
rooftops.

Anti-Syrian  fervour
turned violent on Tuesday,
when thousands of protest-
ers took to the streets in the
northern port of Tripoli and
al-Hariri’s home town of
Sidon in the south.

Eydiers

gypt is offering 750
E border guards to seal

Gaza from smuggled
weapons and is urging Syria
to restrain Hamas and other
activists groups from attack-
ing Israel, Foreign Minister
Ahmed Aboul Gheit said
Tuesday.

“We will do whatever is
needed on our part,” Aboul
Gheit said before he and Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza
Rice discussed Egypt’s offer
to help in Israel’s withdrawal
from Gaza.

“We have a lot ahead of
us,” Rice said at ajoint news
conference after they met at
the State Department. She
emphasised the Palestinians
and lIsrael had the primary
responsibility: the Palestin-
ians to fight terror, Israel to
help improve living condi-
tions on the West Bank and
in Gaza.

Rice also renewed her de-
mand that the two sides
implement President Bush’s
2002 “road map” for peace-
making.

On a discordant note,
Rice said she had raised with
the foreign minister “our very
strong concerns” about the
arrest of the head of Egypt’s
opposition party on forgery
charges.

Rice said the detention of
Ayman Nour, leader ofthe al-
Ghad, or Tomorrow Party, was
important to the administra-
tion, Congress and the
American people. She said
she had taken it up with
Aboul Gheit “at some
length.”

Egypt will not send its
own forces into the territory
Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon intends to begin turn-
ing over to the Palestinians
later this year because there
would be a risk of Egyptian
casualties, Aboul Gheit said.

But besides deploying
border guards, the foreign
minister said Egypt would
send a few security officials
to Gaza to assess the needs
of Palestinian security
forces, bring senior Palestin-
ians to Egypt for training and
ask Israel to approve station-
ing two Egyptian battalions
along its border to guard
against two-way smuggling.

“We have to keep push-
ing for implementing the Is-
raeli pullout” from Gaza and
northern parts of the West
Bank, Aboul Gheit said.

Egypt, which helped
Sharon and Palestinian leader
Mahmoud Abbas reach a
truce Feb. 8, is interceding
with Syria to stop Hamas and

Thursday., February 17. 2005

Mourners surroundformer prime minister, Rafiq al-Hariris coffin during hisfuneral in Beirut, yesterday.
Tens of thousands of Lebanese turned the funeral offormer Prime Minister, Rafig al-Hariri, into an
outpouring ofpublic wrath against Syria, blamed by opposition leaders for the bomb that killed him.

Irag’s Sunnis demand USexit

meeting of groups
Auhich boycotted

(anuary’s elections
has called for a date for US
troops to leave Iraq if they
are to take part in the cru-
cial task of writing a new
constitution.

A statement issued at
the end of the meeting at
Baghdad’s Umm al-Qura
mosque, the headquarters
of Iraq’s leading Sunni
body, called for “an inter-
nationally guaranteed time-
table for the withdrawal of
foreign troops”.

The meeting involved a
representative of the Asso-

other militant groups from
attacking Israel, he said.

And without providing
any specifics, Aboul Gheit
said Egypt was making head-
way with Syria on restrain-
ing militants and there would
be further talks with Dam-
ascus.

On another issue, the for-
eign minister said he did not
think it was a good idea to
have a high-profile U.S. me-
diator assigned to the Middle
East.

ciation for Muslim Scholars,
an Arab nationalist, a former
member of ousted presi-
dent Saddam Hussein’s
Baath party and arepresen-
tative ofradical Shia cleric
Mugqtada al-Sadr.

None of those present
took part in the 30 January
election mostly because
they objected to a vote be-
ing held under what they
call “foreign occupation”.

The group also listed
“an end to handing out po-
litical posts based on reli-
gious, racial or ethnic crite-
ria, (and) recognition of the
people’s right to resist” the
occupation as their condi-
tions for taking part in “na-
tional reconciliation and
drawing up the constitu-
tion”.

Shia and Kurdish lead-
ers who emerged victorious
from the vote have admit-
ted the necessity of bring-
ing in marginalised groups
to help draw up the consti-
tution in order for the coun-
try to move forward.

The group stressed
their “rejection of terrorist
acts against innocent Iraqis,
infrastructure and places of
worship”.

Israel to organise pullout
with Palestine

T s'israel Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon said his govern
lentwill coordinate with
Palestinians the planned dis-
engagement from the Gaza
Strip.

Mr Sharon said he hoped
that after the pull-out, Gaza
would be under the control
of the Palestinian Authority
and not Islamic groups.

The move came as Israeli
soldiers shot dead two sus-
pected activist near a settle-
ment in the West Bank.

Israeli and Palestinian of-
ficials agreed to a ceasefire
last week.

Speaking at a press con-
ference on Tuesday, Mr
Sharon said: “It’sv

tant to us [that Gaza] won’t
be in the hands of Hamas,
Islamic Jihad... but in the
hands of the Palestinian Au-
thority.”

He said he would not be
deterred despite the increas-
ingly vocal threats from Jew-
ish right-wing extremists op-
posed to the plan.

“My own personal safety
does not affect me or my
plans,” he said. “In my entire
life, I have never surrendered
to threats.”

He said the disengage-
ment was part of a process
paving the way towards a
return to the international

ace

“The administration that
will emerge from the elec-
tions must not have the
right to agree international
treaties which could harm
Iraq’s sovereignty and inde-
pendence, nor its natural
resources,” said the state-
ment.

Participants said the in-
coming government would
be “illegitimate”, adding
that election day had seen
“fraud” and a low level of
participation.

They stressed the ne-
cessity of “adopting de-
mocracy as a means of ro-
tating power ... respecting
the Arab and Muslim iden-
tity of Iraq, (and freeing)
political prisoners, espe-
cially women.”

Elsewhere five lraqis
were killed and nine others
wounded in a string of in-
surgent attacks across the
country, security sources
said Tuesday.

Two soldiers were killed
and another wounded when
a bomb exploded near the
restive Sunni town of
Dhuluiyah, north of
Baghdad, Captain Asad
Amjad said.

“The blast went off at
9.00 am as an army patrol
drove by,” the officer said.

Near the town of Balad,
further north, the body of
an executed soldier was |
pulled out ofthe Tigris river,
a police source said. It was j
not clear when and in what |
circumstances he was
killed.

Five Iraqis, including a
child and a soldier, were |
also wounded Tuesday in a
blast in Abu Farraj, near
Saddam Hussein’s home j
town of Tikrit, police said.

In Baghdad, a police-
man and a member of the
civil aviation administration
were shot dead late Mon- j
day, police said.

Three other policemen j
were also wounded in a mor-
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Today’s
flight schedule

Albarka Air

Lagos - Abuja 07:20 |
i 10:30
15:15
13:00
Abuja - Lagos 8:45a.m.
11:00
13:15
17:00
Maiduguri-Abuja  06:50
Abuja - Maid. 17:00
Lagos - Yola 1:00p.m
Abuja-Yola * 14:30 |
Yola-Abuja 15.30
Yola- Lagos e 4:00p.m

ChanchangiAirlines

Lagos - Abuja 8:15a.m.
) 11:00a.m.
\ 12:10p.m.
4:45p.m.
Kaduna - Lagos ,8:30a.m;
P/H - Lagos 9:00a.m.
4:30p.m. |
Abuja - Kaduna 2:30p.m.
Kaduna - Abuja 1:30p.m.
IR s Airlines
CBQ - Abuja 8.00 a.m.
AbBja - Lagos 9:45a.m.
Lagos - Kaduna  9:30a.m.
Kano - Lagos 7:30p.m.
Lagos - Kano 11:15a.m.
Kaduna - Lagos 11:00a.m.

Lagos - Abu/MM  2:30p.m.

Abuja - MM 1:45p.m.
MM -Abuja 3:45p.m.
Abuja-CBQ 5:15p.m.
Kano - Abuja 1:15p.m.
Abuja - Kano 2:30p.m.
Kano - Lagos < 3:45p.m.
Lagos - Kano 6:00p.m.

EASAirlines
Lagos-Abuja 8:15pm

11:45am
5:45p.m.
Abuja-Lagos 10:15a.m.
7:15p.m.
Lagos - Jos  11:45am.
Jos - Lagos  2:30pm.
DasabAirlines
Aifa-Lagcs 830am
Lagos-PHC 1030am
PHC-Lagos 1230am
Lagos-Kaio 230pm
Kano-Lagos 430pm
Lagos-Abuja 630pm.
ADC Airline
Lagos-Atxp 7:15am
12:45pm
Ahp-Lagos 8:55am
Lagos-Calabar ~ 11:15am
Cafetar-Lagos ~ 7:20am.
BH-Lagos 9:45am
Lagos-Sokcto  855am
SdnO-Lagos  1155am

Most airlines operate the
sameflightschedule
on week days.

lhe nineteen northern
Tstate governors

would soon schedule
a meeting to strategise>ways
of assisting Bank of the
North (BON) Limited, to
meet the N25 billion share
capital requirements for
banking operations in
Nigeria as demanded by the
Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN).

IThe governor of Yobe
stdte," Bukar Abba Ibrahim
revealed this in Damaturu,
Yobe state capital while
receiving some officials of
the NUB International Bank.

Governor Ibrahim said
that assisting Bank of the
North has become param-
ount since the northern
states and their people are
stakeholders in the
sustainability of the bank.

He called on the NUB to
consider merging with BON

» 0
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Northern governors to rescue BON

From lIsa Umar Gusau,
Reporter (Damaturu)

both banks were

the same

since
partners in
economic focus.
Governor Ibrahim noted
that the idea ofthe N25 billion
share capital, which he said

he Efr‘h;f of Katsing,
T Alhaji Muhammadu

Kabir Usman and the
Katsina state governor, Alhaji
Umar Musa Yar’Adua have
separately urged investors,
particularly northerners, to
make huge investments in
Intercity Bank Pic’s shares,

once the bank opens its initial
public offer (IPO).

had attracted so much
concern, was aimed at making
solid financial activity in
Nigeria.

He further revealed that
the Yobe state government
plans to invest the sum of
N600 million in NUB with a

Group Busmess Edltor and
Anas Galadima Reporter
(Business)

Intercity Bank is currently
awaiting the approval of the
Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) and the
Nigerian Stock Exchange
(NSE) to float its shares on
the capital market, in a bid to

FirstBank

Established 1894

view to enhancing revenue
generation in the state, while
also contributing towards the
economic base ofthe NUB.
The governor called on
people especially northerners
to invest in both Bank of the
North and the NUB,

FifsB NL17 KilliBA towards i
recapitalisation.
Speaking

when the

directors of Intercity led by’

its chairman, Alhaji Falalu
Bello, paid him a courtesy call
in his palace in Katsina last
week, the emir said that the
state’s economy cannot grow
without financial intermed-
iation, stressing that he will
woo the entire people of his

especially with the introdu- !
ction ofthe N25 billion.

According him, it is only
with the participation of
stakeholders that the baiw *
will meet the deadline after
the N25 billion re-
capitalisation

Yar’Aduawoo investors to Intercity Bank

emirate and Katsina state to
invest massively in the bank.

The Katsina state gover-
nor had at a stakeholders’
dinner also held in Katsina
last week urged Katsina state
indigenes to ensure that they
maintain their level of
shareholding in Intercity
Bank, which currently stands
at 25 per cent.

Take a ride to
Our Stand

at the 2005
Kaduna International
Trade Fair

Date:

Venue:

Friday, February 18 - Sunday, February 27, 2005

Kaduna International Trade & Investment Centre,

Km. 4, Kaduna-Zaria Road, RigacNkun, Kaduna.

Theme:

PRIVATE-PUBLIC SECTOR PARTNERSHIP FOR

ACCELERATED GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT
IN COMMERCE, INDUSTRY AND AGRICULTURE

Provision of International and Domestic Western Union Money
Transfer Service, ValuCard, Consumer, Commercial, Corporate &
Investment Banking Services and Collection of Deposits. Advisory
Services on Agric. Finance, loans & Advances, Small and Medium
Scale Enterprises, and Import/Export Financing,

e-mail: suggestbns@firstbanknigeria.com
website: vww.firstbanknigeria.com

ORGANISED BY:

KADUNA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE,

INDUSTRY,

MINES & AGRICULTURE (KADCCIMA).

~u/
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Oil prices steady

orld oil prices steadied as traders geared up for
W the latest weekly snapshot of US commercial
crude inventory data.

New York’smain contract, light sweet crude for delivery
lin March, edged up six cents to 47.32 dollars a barrel in
electronic deals.

In London, the price of Brent North Sea crude oil for
AJiverv in April, nudged down four cents to 45.35 dollars a
3*i.

The US inventor}' data was expected to show that recent
cold weather in the US northeast -a major consumer of
cheating fuel -led to stockpiles of distillates falling by 1.1
Imillion barrels in the week ending February 11, analysts at
the Sucden brokerage firm said.

Crude inventories were expected to rise by 1.1 million
barrels and stocks of gasoline, or petrol, by 300,000 barrels
a few months away from the start of the so-called US driving
season, when American motorists hit the open roads for
their vacations.

World’s longest range airliner

:T TS aircraft manufacturer Boeing has hurled a fresh

| I challenge at European rival Airbus, rolling out its
'V J first B-777-200LR, which it says is the world’s
ilongest-range commercial plane.

“Thi® amazing airplane will connect virtually any two
icities in the world with non-stop service,” Boeing
Commercial Airplanes chiefexecutive Alan Mulally said as
the aircraft was unveiled at Boeing facilities in Everett in
the western state of Washington on Tuesday.

The 777-200LR extends the range of the 777 family by
more than 1,500 nautical miles (2,7875 kilometers) and allows
for non-stop service between such cities as New York and
Singapore and Los Angcles-Dubai, Boeing said.

It can carry 301 passengers up to 9,420 nautical miles
(17,466 kilometers).

The first flight of the Worldliner, as the craft is to be
called, is scheduled for early March, which will be followed
by a seven-month test program that will include 300 hours
of ground tests and 500 hours in the air.

The first 777-200LR is to be delivered to Pakistan
IntematinaJ Airlines in January 2006.

Standard Chartered posts profits

tandard Chartered, the British-based emerging
S markets bank, posted a 39-percent rise in annual
pretax profits and said its reccnt acquisition, Korea

First Bank, would be an engine driving the group’s growth
in earnings.

Pretax profit rose to 2.158 billion dollars (1.658 billion
euros) in 2004 compared with 1.550 billion a year earlier.

The figure was above analysts’ consensus forecast for
pretax profit 0f2.10 billion dollars.

Yukos fighting to keep bankruptcy

Iwo months ago battered Russian oil company Yukos
T sought a U.S. bankruptcy court’s protection from a

Russian government-ordered auction of its key
production unit. Now the company must fight to keep the
case alive on U.S. soil.

Yukos was to begin presenting its arguments and
witnesses Wednesday to support its position that the
bankruptcy and a related lawsuit were properly filed in
Houston-even though the company has no assets here
beyond two bank accounts and its finance chiefs home.

Yukos filed the bankruptcy Dec. 14 in an unsuccessful
effort to head offthe Dec. 19 auction ofYuganskneftegaz,
which produced 60 percent of its oil.

Once Russia’s biggest oil producer, Yukos was the target
of a monthslong tax probe that culminated in the forced
auction to help pay offa S27.5 billion back-tax levy.

Observers contend the crackdown was retribution for
jailed ex-CEO Mikhail Khodorkovsky’s funding of
opposition parties, while the Kremlin maintains the probe
ferreted out a <shady business and dubious accounting.

Currency changes boost coke profits
C rise in quarterly net income, boosted by the impact

ofcurrency fluctuations and a late surge in demand
for soft drinks, juices and bottled waters.

The world’s largest soft-drink maker earned S1.2 billion,
or 50 cents a share, in the fourth quarter, compared with
$927 million, or 46 cents a share, a year earlier. Excluding
special items, profit was 46 cents a share.

Revenue rose to $5.26 billion from $5.18 billion.

Analysts on average had forecast Coca-Cola, which
lowered its long-term earnings targets during the fourth

quarter, would earn 40 cents per share on sales of $5.19
billion, according to Reuters Estimates.

oca-Cola Corporation yesterday reported a slight
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First Bank earns N40bn in 9 months

announced a gross

earning 0fN40.6 billion for
nine months ended December
31,2004. This is against N36.6
billion recorded' in the
corresponding period last year,
and translates to an increase of
11.-11 percent.

A statement signed by
Toyin Abayomi-Banjo, head of
corporate affairs said, the
mbank’s profit before tax also
increased to N11.5 billon as
againstN8.5 billion recorded in
the corresponding period last
year, while profit after tax
increased from N6,476 million
to N8,746 million, that is 35 per
cent.

The statement said this

F irst Bank ofNigeria Pic has

Chartered Banko

he Chartered Bank Plic’s

T offer for subscription of

50k each at N3.40 per
share will open next week.

Speaking at the occasion of

the completion board meeting

of the bank on Monday the

chairman of the bank, Lt.

General Muhammad Wushishi

(rtd.) said the bank was

FCMB board
heralds IPO

irst City Monument Bank
F(FCMB) Pic, the

commercial banking arm
and flagship of the First City
Group, sas.opened another
chapter in its consolidation
program e as the board of
directors signed all statutory
documents relating to its initial
public offer (IPO) which opened
last week Wednesday.

A statement from the bank
said, other stakeholders,
including the financial advises,
registrars and representatives of
the regulatory authorities, the
Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC) the Nigerian
Stock Exchange (NSE), reporting
accountants, stockbrokers and
the issuing houses, among
others, attended the event held
atthe Shell Hall ofMuson Centre,
Onikan, Lagos.

The event, chaired by Doyen
ofinvestmentbanking inNigeria,
Otunba Michael O. Balogun,
chairman of the FCMB Group,
attracted several prominent
figures as second republic vice
president, Dr. Alex Ekwueme,
former ministers, Chief Kola
Jamodu, Otunba Ayora Bola
Koforiji-Olubi and Chief (Mrs.)
OnikepoAkande; former Central
Bank ofNigeriagovernor, Mr. Ola
Vincent, Mr. Kayode Odukoya,
managing director, Bellview-
Airlines and Barrister Jimoh
Ibrahim, chiefexecutive, global
fleet oil & gas.

The statement signed by
Okey Nwachukwu of media
relations and research said, the
meeting was a component of
stage two of the bank’s
consolidation plans, which is to
seek N 16 billion from the capital
marketto shore up its capital base
to N25 billion.

The first stage was a private
placement ofits shares, which “it
was very-Successful as it was
oversubscribed by 50 per cent.”

This subsequently brought
the bank’s shareholders’ funds
to about N8.5 billion with the
addition ofN4.5 billion from the
private placement, the statement
added.

From Wednesday last week,
the bank opened a public offer
for four billion ordinary shares
of50 kobo at N4 per share.

came few days after the bank
received merger and
acquisition proposals from 10
banks, courted and forwa-
rded M&A proposals to four
targets, executed
confidentiality agreements
with three targets, concluded
preliminary due diligence on
two targets and obtained
CBN preliminary authoris-
ation to acquire one bank.
“These moves are in sync
with the bank’s determination
to become the “clear leader”
in Nigeria’s financial services
industry by moving from
total asset of about N400
billion to N1 trillion by the
end of the financial year
ended March 31, 2008,” it

From Bright Ewulu, Deputy
Business Editor (Lagos)
embarking on the offer in
order to meet its strategic

targets.

He said the over N8
billion proceeds expected
from the offer will enable
Chartered Bank to fund its
expansion drive, upgrade its
information technology

added.

The bank’s shareholders’
fund is projected to grow from
the present N40 billion to
over N100 billion by that
period.

With over 240 branches
and locations of the bank
said to be on-line, real-time
and a 363-branch network,
First Bank has, over the years
in the banking industry, paid
the highest dividends to its
shareholders.

Meanwhile, FBN Pic said
itwill from tomorrow, Friday,
February 18,2005, showcase
its range of unique products
and services at the year 2005
Kaduna International Trade
Fair. The fair, scheduled for

infrastructure and obfain
needed working capital for
the challenges ahead.
According to him, the
offer which opens February
21,2005 will close on March
21, 2005, adding that the
bank which authorised share
capital stands at N3.25 billion
dividend into N6.5 billion
ordinary shares of 50k each
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February 19-27,2005, will take
place at the Kaduna
International Trade Fair and
Investment Centre, Kaduna.

The bank said, in another
statement that it would offer
its customers, its “premium
technology-driven services
like internet banking and
banking on wheel, a novel
transit banking system that
has redefined financial
services delivery in the
country.

“Domestic W estern
Union Money Transfer
within Nigeria as well as

International Monetary
Transfer through the
Western Union Money

Transfer, which First Bank
pioneered in the country, will
also be available,” the
statement added.

pens 2.4bn Sh%re% @g?ruat a lgt- of

investor’s interest to the offer.

The prospectus of the
offer indicated that issuing
houses to the offer include
Investment Banking Trust
Company (IBTC) and FBN
Merchant Bankers Limited.

The bank is*projecting a
profit after tax of N 1.2 billion
for2005, N2.5 billion, for2006
and 2007 (N3.8 billion).

THE PRESIDENCY

THE BUREAU OF PUBLIC
ENTERPRISES (BPE)

Announces its Annual Public Lecture on
Nigerias Privatisation Program:
What Future For Nigerian Workers?
By Dr. Julius I. Bala
Director General of the Bureau ofPublic

Enterprises

SPECIAL GUESTOFHONOUR:
Alhaji Ibrahim Mantu,
*Deputy Senate President

HOST:

Alhaji Ahmed Makarfi,
Governor ofKaduna State

Date:

Venue:

Conference Hall,

Tuesday February 22nd, 2005

Command Guest House (Hotel),
Kaduna

Time:

10. 00 a.m
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call has been made to
the federal
overnment to

Briefs
Investments

From Abdulfatai
Abdulsalami, Correspondent,
Sokoto

ralhe Sokoto state
government has been

A commended for its
efforts in attracting investors
to the state by providing-the
conducive environment for
investments.

Chairman of Daddy’s
Smart Cuisine, chiefCharles
Ejemeka made the
commendation at the
company’s coiporate nightat
the weekend, in Sokoto.

The chairman commended
the good initiative of the
governor and the Sultan of
Sokoto, His Eminence, Alhaji
Muhammadu Maccido for
ensuring peace and unity
among the different tribes in
the state.

EXxports

From Mustapha Isah Kwa
Correspondent. Kano

f | Thepromotion ofexport
I activities has been
A described as the major
panacea that will salvage the
total collapse ofindustries in
the countiy.

A lecturer in the Business
Administration Department
of Bayero University Kano
(BUK), Mallam Ado Kofar
Mata stated this in Kano.

In a paper entitled “export:
can itsave industry in Nigeria
from total collapse?” was
delivered at the annual
general meeting of
Manufacturers Association of
Nigeria (MAN), Kano state
branch, the university
lecturer stated that it is known
and accepted worldwide that
sustainable industrial
production is the most
important catalyst for socio-
economic development.

SMIEIS

he executive director,
I Community

Development
Foundation Nigeria, Mr. Akin
Akinola has commended
Oceanic Bank International Pic.
for itscommitment to promoting
the small and medium scale
enterprises being a key player in
the Small and Medium Equity*
Investment Scheme (SMIEIS).

Speaking at the annual
Christian business forum of the
St.

Dominic’s Catholic Church,
Yaba held recently at the church
premises, with the thejne:
Effective Management A Divine
Command!, the micro finance
expert stressed that it was
unfortunate that some of the
banks in the cougtry have not
been receptive to-small scaie
entrepreneurs in terms o f giving
them loans to expand their
businesses and profitability.

A statement from the bank
said, speaking on Sources and
Management of Fund, the
Oceanic Bank team led by Mr.
Francis Ebuehi, Head, Products
and e- Business, told the
hundreds of participants at the
event that the bank, with over
N27 billjon capital base was
ready to drive the economy by
improving the lots of Nigerians
who are ready to tap into any of
the many services available to
them in the bank.

B U S

diversify the economy and
look for other ways of
generating revenue into the
nations coffers.

Speaking to newsmen
recently in Abuja, a member
of the House of Represe-
ntatives representing
(Gashaka/Kurmi/Sardauna
federal constituency, Hon.
Babangida Saidu Nguroje
made this call in the wake of
the fall in the prices ofcrude.

According to him, “the

SMEDAN'’s
techno expo
s March 9

wySmall and Medium
terprises

A Development of
Nigeria (SMEDAN) would
from Mafch 9 to 11, 2005,
host the micro small and
medium enterprises
technology/research and
development exposition at
the Trade Fair complex,
Abeokuta, Ogun state.

A statement signed by Levi
Anyikwa, chiefpress officer
ofSMEDAN said, the techno
expo was initially slated to
hold in Ibadan on November
22-27, 2005 but was
suspended due to logistics
contains that SMEDAN is
organising the expo in
collaboration with the federal
ministries of industry and
technology, and agriculture
and rural development.

The theme of the expo
according to the statement,
linking Smes with research
and development results for
wealth creation. The Expo is
aimed at bringing together
Micro, Small and Medium
Enterprises on one hand and
local fabricators, equipment
manufacturers, Universities,
Polytechnics and research
institutes and other
stakeholders, on the other
hand, the statement.

Trade groups such as
National Association of
Small Scale Industrialists
(NASSSI), Manufacturers
Association of ‘Nigeria
(MAN), National Asso-
ciation of Chambers of
Commerce Industry Mines
and Agriculture
(NACCIMA) are expected to
mobilise their members to the
Expo.

Also Nigerian educational
Institutions, Research
Institutes, fabricators foundry
association, and equipment
Manufacturers are expected
to mobilise their members for
the Expo.

£>aily Trust

In e S

s T

INDUSTRY

Diversification, solution to
economic woes-Hn Npwe

government should reduce
our over dependence on
revenue generated from the
oil sector and look onward to
other sectors ofthe economy.

The government can make
so  much money in
agriculture, tourism and by
exploiting our solid minerals
potentials.”.

He cited an example with
the bauxite and precious
stones deposit that abound in
his constituency in Taraba
state. He said “we have so
much deposit of Bauxite and
precious stones in my
constituency and if these
minerals are exploited and
harnessed the revenue profile
of the nation will increase it
might even amaze you to
know that the country could
realise more than the revenue
guaranteed annually from the
oil sector”.

tourism industry is a great
revenue earner for several
countries in the world. “Why
cant Nigeria improve her
earnings by developing our
vast tourist potentials” He
queried.

Hon. Nguroje also used
this opportunity to remind
the federal government to
speed up the feasibility
studies on the Mambilla
hydro power project.

According to him, it is not
encouraging that after several
appropriations for the
feasibility studies on the
project, nothing much has
been done.

He said that if developed,
the Mambilla hydro power
project is capable of
generating enough electricity
that will serve Nigeria and
other neighbouring countries.

In his words “Nigeria will
make over 20 billion dollars
from generating and
distributing electricity to
neighbouring countries ifthe
Mambilla hydro power
project is completed.”

Thursday,

ru st

February 17,2005

British investors
eye Nigeria - Envoy

he British  High
Commissioner to
Nigeria, Mr. Richard

Gozney, H4S decldared tHat
scores of British investors are
eager to come to Nigeria
once the Electricity Bill is
passed into law by the
National Assembly to
complement the privatisation
of the National Efectric
Power Authority (NEPA).

According to a statement
signed by Adesoji Adesugba,
head, communications and
marketing of the Bureau of
Public Enterprises (BPE), the
envoy dropped the hint when
he paid a courtesy visit to the
director general of the BPE,
Dr. Julius Bala, in his office
in Abuja.

Mr. Gozney disclosed that
many British companies are
now awaiting the passage of
the electricity bill into law by

How Africa can attract

global ol market

African Petroleum
ducers Association

A (APPA), says
cooperation and partnership
remain the best options for
realising the benefits of
hydrocarbon resources in the
continent, to meet a large
percentage ofglobal demand
for petroleum products.

President of the African
oil cartel, APPA, Dr. Chekib
Khaliel made this declaration
at the opening of the 129~
APPA conference in an
address to delegates on
Tuesday in Algiers.

The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) quotes
Khaliel as saying that APPA
members needed to
collaborate more in order to
increase their petroleum
sector services.

” We produce a large
portion ofglobal oil demand
and as such we need to
strengthen our partnership to
be able improve our supply
to consumer nations,” he
said.

He said partnership and
alliances would enable
national oil companies
(NOC’s) of member nations
to meet the supply needs of
the industry in such areas as
fiber ropes,

pipe-coating and
fabrication, among others.

Khaliel who is also
Agerian oil minister said the
partnerships would enable
thg* member countries to
adapt to the challenges ofthe
ever-changing business
environment in the oil
business. «

He said the planned Trans-
sahara gas pipeline from
Nigeria to Algiers
with Europe as the
target market exemplified the
trend of collaborative efforts
among members.

According to him, APPA

A 1. Shekarau,
Group Business Editor, with

agency report
would continue to be the
vanguard of regional
cooperation, especially in the
area of local content and
partnership development
among other things.

repoﬁs that the
preS|dent|aI adviser on
petroleum and energy, Dr
Edmund Daukoru is leading
Nigerian delegation to the
conference and he is to
present a paper on the role of
oil revenue in financing
social and economic
development.

the National Assembly before
taking .the necessary
investment decisions to
pafticipéte i the
privatisation ofthe key se¢tor
of the economy.

The BPE boss how ¥e'r
quickly explained that the
Electricity Bill has been
passed into law by the two
arms of the National
Assembly, stressing that the
bill would soon become law
the moment president
Obasanjo gives his assent.

He however assured the
visiting envoy that the
President would give his
assent this week to make the
bill a law of the land and
change the face of the
electricity sector in Nigeria.

The British High
Commissioner however
urged * the Nigerian

government to encourage
Nigerians in diaspora to
come back home to
participate in the
privatisation programme.
The British envoy who
visited the BPE office with
his Deputy, Mr. David
Whyatt, noted that there are
many Nigerians in the UK
who have made a lot of
money and would like to
engage in domestic
investment back home.
“There are many young
Nigerian guys in London who
have a lot of money in UK
and would be inclined to
invest in Nigeria,” he said.

PUBLIC NOTICE

This isto informthe general public that the Education
Trust Fund of Katsina state (ETF) wishes to make
the following changes in the composition of the
members of its board of trustees:

Replacement o fdeceased Hon. Justice Mohammed
Bello with Hajiya Indo Mohammed.

Any objection to the registration of this change by
the above named Fund could be forwarded to

The Registrar-General,
Corporate Affairs Commission,
Area Il, Garki, Abuja,

within 28 days of this publication.

SIGNED

SADDIQ RASHID ABUKUR
SECRETARY TO THE BOARD
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11ST-TIER SECURITIES

COMPANY NAME
jCUTIX PLC
J Sector Totals
AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED
; OKITIPUPA OIL PALM PLC.

THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC
_PRESCO PLC.

i Sector Totals

IAUTOMOBILE & TYRE

I DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC.

| R. T. BRISCOAE PLC.

I Sector Totals

I BANKING

I ACCESS BANK PLC

I AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC.

| CHARTERED BANK PLC

| COOBERATIVE BANK PLC.

' FIRST QANK OF NIGERIA PLC.
IFSB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.

JfcARANTY TRUST BANK. PLC.
~P.F BANK OF NIGERIA PLC
k .ERNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK PLC.
'INLAND BANK (NIGERIA) PLC.

i INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC.

I LION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.

I MANUFACTURERS BANK NIGERIA PLC.
liNAL BANK PLC.

i OCEANIC BANK PLC

OMEGA BANK (NIGERIA) PLC.
STANDARD TRUST BANK PLC
TRANS INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
TRADE BANK PLC.

UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.

UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC. .

UNIVERSAL TRUST BANK PLC
WEMA BANK PLC.

ZENITH BANK PLC
Sector Totals

BREWERIES

GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC.

INTERNATIONAL BREWERIES PLC.

NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC.

Sector Totals

BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC.

BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC.

CEMENT CO. OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC

NIGERIAN ROPES PLC.

WEST AFR. PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC.
Sector Totals

CHEMICAL & PAINTS

BERGER PAINTS PLC.

CAP PLC.

D. N. MEYER PLC.
:NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC.
| Sector Totals
ICOMMERCIAL/SERVICES
# TRANS-NATIONWIDE EXPRESS PLC.
i Sector Totals
i COMPUTER & OFFICE EQUIPMENT
: TRIPPLE GEE AND COMPANY PLC.
ISector Totals
ICONGLOMERATES
iA. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC.
CFAO NIGERIA PLC.

i CHELLARAMS PLC.
i JOHN HOLT PLC.

UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC.

P. Z. INDUSTRIES PLC.
I'U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC.

; UT.C. NIGERIA PLC.
i'Sector Totals
:CONSTRUCTION
:ARBICO PLC.

1( APALBI! IX)

1 COSTAIN (W.A)) PLC.

JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC.
! Sector Totals

FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO

7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC

CADBURY NIGERIA PLC.

FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC.

NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC.

NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC.

I Sector Totals

HEALTHCARE
IEKOCORPPLC.

EVANS MEDICAL PLC.

MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC.

MORISON INDUSTRIES PLC.

NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC.

PHARMA-DEKO PLC.
I GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIG. PLC
jSector Totals
I INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
IALUMACO PLC.
I NIGERIA ENAMELWARE COMPANY PLC.
; FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC.
:B.O.C. GASES PLC.
:VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC.
; VONO PRODUCTS PLC.
! Sector Totals
INSURANCE
' AlICO INSURANCE PLC.
BAICO INSURANCE PLC.
I CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC.
I CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC.
I LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC.
I LINKAGE ASSURANCE PLC
I MUTUAL BENEFITS ASSURANCE PLC
IN.E.M. INSURANCE CO. (NIG.) PLC.
i NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC.
i ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC.
:STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE
i UN1C INSURANCE PLC.
; WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC.
! Sector Totals
jMANAGED FUNDS
1C & | LEASING PLC.
INIGERIAN ENERGY SECTOR FUND
| Sector Totals
i PACKAGING
INAMPAK NIGERIA PLC
i BETA GLASS COMPANY PLC.
jPOLY PRODUCTS (NIGERIA) PLC.
1 Sector Totals
IPETROLEUM(MARKETING)
' AFROIL PLC.
| AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC.
' ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC.
I MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC.
i CONOIL PLC.
I TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC.
I TOTAL NIGERIA PLC
i OANDO PLC.
i Sector Totals
IPRINTING & PUBLISHING
I LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC.
i UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC.
I Sector Totals
I REALESTATE
'UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC.
| Sector Totals
;textiles
I'UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC.
i Sector Totals
I Overall Totals

THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE
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Daily Trust

QUANTITY TRADED
112,050
112,050

39,000
830,071
119,150
988,221
108,132
7,653
115,785
14,439,444
88,108

43,125,262

152,646
400
1,496,712
1,649,758

924,636

121,130

981,644

31,675
242,363
25.006
1,000
29,183
5.000
92,184
426,411

317,000
3,000
320,000

140,681

100,000
231,908

4542.218

1,083
14,705
15,788

356,720
356,720

23,000
23,000
58,880,449

Trust

145,845.00
145,845.00

29,425.50
13,028,893.75
1,429,215.00
14,487,534.25

225,630.22
50,153.92
275,784.14

49,382,898.48
584,156.04
312,000.00
5,760.00
52,978,575.71
61 1,178.50
25,277,446.80
87,024.00
5,005,183.71
45,323.00
1,183,207.19
47,410.72
1,927,965.85
38,740.80
66,138.80
784,221.58
2,908,365.72
829,490.92
5,400.00
56,188,410.00
55,223,958.44
332,752.40
148,047.03
34,543,039.05
288,516,694.74

15,223,618.84
360.0

56,199,199.48
71.423/178.32

21,857,560.08
159,569 15
3,366,892.30
3,140.00
626,217.50
26,013,379.03

864,825.00
20,288.35
33,41 1.94
43,401.00

961,926.29

459,730.00
459,730.00

870.00
870.00

129,370.00
55,874.20
17,100.00

4,467.54
19,162,294.10
4,275,725.80
4,155,735.09
8,338.30
27,808,905.03

6,250.00
21,750.00
39,883.06
93,817.00

161,700.06

5,682,723.30
24,064,379.58
1,155,491.26
7,895,031.53
17,660,194.04
56,457,819.71

22,671.25
799,931.80
133,798.74

1,876,897.75

38,000.00
3,400.00
73,342.50
147,395.50
1,387,789.89
2,836.70
1,652,764.59

205,840.20
4,800.00
624,217.00
103,124.00
252.00
490,409.00
2,790.00
13,230.70
142,700.62
14,612.52
18,102.06
281,491.20
276,162.28
2,177,731.58

446,845.00
2,667,000.00
3,113,845.00

2,783.12
16,478.00
135,000.00
154,261.12

78,200.00
14,377,826.66
132,024.72
113,741,119.10
4,122,865.78
3,025,019.69
9,568,326.29
325,104,711.02
470,150,093.26

2,251.83
24,116.20
26,368.03

3,084,221.50
3,084,221.50

58,190.00
58,190.00
969,007,739.40
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REPORTAS AT WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2005
VALUEOFSHARES

TOP 10 TRADES YESTERDAY
SYMBOL VOLUME VALUE TRADES
NB 1,496,7123)0 56,199,199.48 421
MANNYBANK  1,619,924.00 1,927,965.85 18
FIRSTBANK 2301,919.00 52,978375.71 487
i GUARANTY 2381,875.00 25277,446.80 256
- ZENITHBANK  2363,775.00 34343,039.05 198
; UBN 2,760,889.00 55223,958.44 422
UNIPETROL 3,400,784.00 325,104,71}.02 212
UBA 5,618,841.00 56,188,410.00 96
IMB ' 8376377.00 5,005,183.71 . 49
. ACCESSBANK  14,439,444.00 49382,898.48 34
' TOP 10GAINERS :
i SYMBOL LASTCLOsE YESTERDAVSOXWE CHANGE
, MOBIL 180.00 18530 +5.50
- ASHAKACEM 23.50 24.67 +1.17
UNIPETROL 95.11 96.00 +0.89
- NOLCHEM 122.50 123.00 +0.50
' NB 37.70 ' 38.00 +0.30
J MAY&BAKER 530 5.50 +020
1 PFIZER 322 338 +0.16
EVANSMED 325 3.40 +0.15
WAPIC 2.63 2.76 +0.13
(GL 289 3.00 +0.11
TOP 10 LOSERS
SYIVBOL LVSIUIOSE YESTERDAY’SCLOSE CHANGE
NESTLE 147.00 144.00 -3.00
TOTAL 189.00 188.00 -1.00
1 OKOMUOIL 16.01 1536 -0.65
TUP 24.90 24.40 -0.50
WAPCO 11.13 10.65 -0.48
AP 62.15 61.75 * -0.40
GUARANTY 10.80 10.50 -0.30
CADBURY 57.80 57.50 -030
UAC-PROP 8.90 8.65 -025
CCNN 7.94 7.70 -0.24
E uropean sto ¢ k s d ip

highs as placings hit shares in Spanish bank BBVA and
Norwegian energy group Statoil and investors awaited
comments from US Federal Reserve chairman, Alan Greenspan.
Meanwhile the DJ Stoxx basic resource sector peaked after
BHP Billiton, the world’s biggest miner reported that it more
than doubled its first-half net profit on soaring demand for
, commodities.
i “The hike in the progressive dividend per share which is
very significant is perhaps the best and most telling guidance
, as to the short, medium and long term outlook. BHP are very
i confident,” CSFB said in a research note.
i By 6:32 a.m. yesterday, the FTS Eurofirst 300 index of pan-
| European blue chips was 0.52 percent weaker at 1,097.3 points
while the narrower DJ Euro Stoxx 50 index also fell 0.53 percent
1to0 3,070.5 points.
Greenspan’s testimony to the Senate Banking Committee
1 kicks off around 10 a.m. EST, with markets-attuned to any
change in Fed comments that the ‘measured’ pace oftightening
will continue.
! “The risks, from an equity point ofview, have to be on the
\ downside,” said RolfElgeti, a strategist at ABN AMRO.
. “It is clear that part of the support equity markets have
''had over the past two years has been the cheap and ample
|, liquidity that the Fed has pumped into the world’s financial
j system. Any noise that that there might be less liquidity
| available could and should be taken negatively.”
1 Norway’s government said sold 100 million shares or 4.6
| percent in energy group Staoil, worth around S1.7 billion.
1
i
!

E uropean shares dipped yesterday easing from 32-month

Statoil shares fell 1.17 percentto 105.75 crowns.

‘i Dollar slightly higher in Asia trading

i he dollar recovered slightly in early Asian trading
! T yesterday from its dip in New York as players awaited
| remarks from US Federal Reserve chairman, Alan
i Greenspan later in the day about possible further hikes in
jinterest rates.
: The dollar was trading at 104.68 yen by late morning in
! Tokyo, down 0.36 yen from late Tuesday here but above the
il 104.42 yen itbought in New York later that day. The euro rose
j t0 $1.3009 from $1.2961 late Tuesday in Tokyo but below the
1 $1.3018 it bought later in New York. The euro was down at
; 136.16 yen from 136.18 yen.
! Against other regional currencies, the greenback edged
Jup against the Singapore dollar, South Korean won and Thai
. baht in initial trading from previous day levels, while slipping
j;against the Indonesia rupiah, Philippine peso and Indian
! rupee.
l In New York Tuesday, the dollar fell for the fifth straight
I session as players sold the dollar ahead of Greenspan’s
J address to the Senate later in the day. The dollar bought 1.1899
y Swiss francs from 1.1988, and 1.2311 Canadian dollars from
i 1.2345. The British pound rose to SI.8954 from $1.8886.
'I Greenspan’s comments were being closely watched for
1 signs about possible higher interest rates as well as how
j serious Washington may be about tackling the huge US trade
deficit.
i Prospects ofhigher interest rates as well as a stance to get
tough on spending will generally tend to boost the dollar.
The dollar has in recent weeks recovered some ofthe losses
sustained last year over concerns about the US trade and
,budget deficits. But bearish sentiments about the dollar seem
to have subsided, with players staying cautious rather than
betting on a continuing rally.






FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON PRIVATISATION
Secretariat: Bureau of Public Enterprises

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) AS INVESTOR IN

The National on Privatisation

QUARRY COMPANIES

[NCP] under the

Technical and operational capabilities

Chairmanship of His Excellency, the Vice President of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria and with its Secretariat at the
Bureau of Public Enterprises [BPE] is the only Agency charged
with the mandate for the implementation of the program of
privatisation and commercialisation of public enterprises of the
Federal Government of Nigeria.

The. Privatisation and Commercialisation Act 1999 slates the
Nimco Quarry Companies, which the Federal Government of
Nigeria owns 100% equity holding for full privatisation.

The companies are:

1. Kujama Quarry Ltd; Kujama, Kaduna State.
7. Kuru Quarry Ltd; Kuru Jos.

3. Gano Quarry Ltd; Gano, Kano State.

4, Gubi Quarry Ltd; Gubi Bauchi and

5. Suleja Quarry Ltd; Suleja, Niger State.

The companies are subsidiaries of the Nigerian Mining
Corporation Jos. All the companies are enriched and abundantly
blessed with outcrops of granite rock. Their major products are
chippings and quarry dust used for road construction and
buildings.

The Federal government of Nigeria through the NCP/BPE hereby
invites prospective Strategic Investors to express interest in the
purchase and acquisition of thE jFGN's 100% shares in any of
these companies.

Applicants are expected to be local / international investors with
a proven track record in ownership, financial capability and
technical competence in the management of quarry.

In order to be pre-qualified, pgpspective Investor must possess
verifiable evidence of Technical, Managerial and Financial
capability to own and manage the companies. These including,
but not limited to the following:

e Record of successful investment and technical
management in the Quarry Industry;

*  The requisite financial resources; and

e Technical competence not only to run the plant
efficiently but also to improve the plant thus
enhancing financial and economic value to other
Nigerians in general.

METHOD OF APPLICATION
Interested investors should indicate their interest by providing
the following documentation and information:

» * Full name of company and contact person, postal
address, telephone / fax numbers and e-mail address.

Ownership structure of company;-*
Name(s) of major shareholders, and
Percentage shareholdings.
e Audited financial statements for the past (ive (5) years
and most recent management accounts.

Number of years in Quarry industry.

Local and international experience in the
industry, and

List of plants owned or managed by the
firm.

Composition and profile of management team
showing qualification and years of experience in the
Quarry industry. *

Evidence of ample financial resources.

Upon receipt of Expression of Interest from interested
investors, the NCP/BPE shall evaluate and pre-qualify
applicants. Thereafter, pre-qualiRed applicants would
be issued an Information memorandum on the
company of their choice upon payment of Five
hundred thousand naira (N 500, 000) only in
bank draft drawn in favour of the Bureau of Public
Enterprises. Details of the bidding procedure shall be
contained in the Information Memorandum.

An original copy and five (5) other copies of
Expression of Interest in a sealed envelope clearly
marked "EOI QUARRY" at the top right hand corner
shall be delivered to the address below not later than
Monday, 28 February 2005 by 5.00pm:

Dr. Julius J. Bala

Director General

The Presidency, Bureau of Public Enterprises
(BPE)

Hamza Zayyad House, 1 Osun Crescent, Off
Ibrahim Badamosi Babagida Way, Maitama
District,

P, M. B. 442, Garki,

Abuja - Nigeria

Tel: 234 -9 - 4134636-46, 4134670,
4138839; 4134673

Fax: 234-9- 4134671-2; 4134674

E-mail: fbala”™bpeng.org

Attention: Elder A. A Udofiah
Director (Natural Resources & Services)

Web site: htto://www. hueno. org

Late submissions will be rejected



You can call family, friends and business associates around the country
and rest of the world. We tower above others wherever we glo.
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IPre5| ent Olusegun Obasanju Tecieving the Teport ot the committee o the software devetopment

projectfrom the chairman o fthe committee and managing director Zenith Bank, Mr. Jim Ovia during
the certmony held atthe State House, Abuja

NUC indicts lecturers over publications

Injournals

T he National Universities
Commission (NUC) has
indicted Nigerian

university lecturers o f publishing
their academic works in sub-
standard scholarly journals,
iasserting that nearly 23 per cent
lofsuch published works fall into
jthis category.

The executive secretary of
;NUC, Prof. Peter Okebukola
Iwho made the accusation in
IAbuja, said his commission
:arrived at this conclusion after a
recent survey of the curriculum
vitae of Nigerian academics,
:explaining that some of the
journals were published by a few
jstaff in a department with the

Ministry launches j
staff shuttle buses

he federal ministry of
I education in

pursuance of the
provision ofpooled staffbus
scheme o fthe federal govern-
ment has launched 11 staff
buses to cater for the
transport needs of its staff.

The permanent secretary in
the ministry, Mallam Ibrahim
Talba, while launching the !
ibuses said that j
implementation o fstaffbuses
pooling scheme marked
another phase in the federal j
government monetisastion
policy that took effect from
July 2003.

Speaking further, the
permanent secretary said that
17 buses are required to run
the scheme in the ministry out
ofwhich 11 have been provi-
ded, promising that the remai-
ning six buses would soon be
provided for the scheme.

——

Mallam lbrahim  Talba
'PermanentSecretary, Fed. Min.
o fEducation

By Henry Omunu, Senior \
j Repoter (Education)

aim of facilitating their
promotion or those of their
friends.

“When there is faculty
Support, about 90 per cent o fthe
articles in every issue would be
authored by faculty staffand the
rest from friends in other
universities to present a
semblance o f spread.

“There areclaims o f instances
where the entire review, editorial
and publishing process is
conducted within the confines of
the bedroom of a self-appointed
editor-in-chiefwho is a lecturer
grade Il. The pervading
proliferation of these sub-
standard journals with labels
such as international journal of
...isworrisome.” the NUC said.

According to Prof. Okebukola,
scholarlyjournals are periodicals
w'hose goal is scholarly
communication, providing the
means by which scholars and
researchers share their findings
with one another and with the
public, with distinguishing
features such as a peer review
mechanism for assessing the
quality of research/scholarship.

mAnother feature of these
published academic works in
sub-standard journals, the NUC
revealed is the quality of
assessors or reviewers, warning
that unless these sub-standard
journals were weeded from
circulation, then danger looms for
the credibility of the nation's

Pix: Joe Oroye

tertiary education system.

“Likened to the water hyacinth
weed in freshwater, the Nigerian
university system would be
suffocated by the continued
proliferation of these water
hyacinth journals™, he said.

Forexample, Prof. Okebukola
said one of the dangers of this
phenomenon is the promotion of
undeserving staff who lack the
requisite scholarship, but use
these poor quality journals as
outlets for their mediocre work.

“Itisclaimed that some people
who are senior academics,
especially in recent times do not
have a single article in an
international journal in theirfield
All the numerous papers they
cite intheir CVsarepublished in
road sidejournals.

“Over time, there will emerge
a large corpus o fthese mediocre
academics,who cannot give
sound academic leadership and
who will angle to become top
administrators such as deans and
vice-chancellors. When the
system becomes populated by
this calibre of staff, system
collapse becomes imminent.- he
stated.

Moreover, there is the danger,
Prof. Okebukola added, of the
lowering of the national and
international esteem o f Nigerian
academics whose outstanding
scholarship is legendary, while
there is the danger o f producing
poor quality post-graduate
students who have been
supervised by senior academics
o f doubtful scholarship.

Minister inaugurates centre
for earth study

T  he(
Geodynamics meant to
study the earth structure
and movements in the country
has been inaugurated in Toro,
headquarters of Toro local
councilin Bauchi State.

The minister of science and
technology, Prof Turner Isoun.
said at the weekend during the
inauguration that the centre
would study and identify aH
natural resources in the country.

He thanked the Bauchi stale
government for providing a
suitable site for the centre and
urged it to take advantage ofthe
centre to identify available
natural resources in the state.

Represented by the director-
general. National Space Research
and Development Agency. Prof.

ifnCe, t

the site was selected by Nigerian
scientists. The centre was simi-
larly certified by a delegation
from die U.S. National Aeronau-
tical Space Administration
(NASA), the minister said. “The
NASA delegation has certified
the site lobe suitable for hosting
die sensitive equipment needed
for the research activities,” he
added

The Bauchi Governor, Alhaji
Ahmadu Au'azu, lauded the
federal government for its
foresight in embarking on space
technok>gy. Ile gave anassurance
that a borehole would be drilled
for the use of the centre, while
electricity would be provided and
the centre fenced.

February 17,2005

Higher Education This Week

By Dr. Isaac N. Obasi, zikobasi@yahoo.com

The hostel privatisation crisis (1V)*

W e conclude this difficult essay today by

using our personal and research experience

to demonstrate why we now believe that
there is need for a policy shift in the management of
our higher education system. Weapologise in advance
if we appear somewhat too personal and immodest.
Our intention is far from such impression.

During the early period o four career, we believed
very strongly that the state should play dominant role
in socio-economic life of the society. We contended
then that public corporations that provide electricity,
water, housing, mass transportation through the rail-
ways and even some communication organisations
like NIPOST and NITEL among others, should be
well funded by the state to enable them render serv-
ices at reasonable and affordable prices which in any
case was what the statutes establishing them said.
But against the wish of many radical intellectuals in
the 80s, these corporations first became
commercialised and we all saw how they hiked their
prices following the introduction of the Structural
Adjustment Programme (SAP). In our academic
writings then, we condemned this as exploitative.

The main thesis of the protagonists of SAP and
in this case commercialisation yas that these organi-
zations would become effective and efficient in their
services and would be in position to attract and re-
tain highly skilled staff needed to keep the
organisations going. After few years, we used our
research project students to monitor the perform-
ance o fsome ofthe public utilities. We found out that
even though these organizations were making profits,
their services were still very poor and worst still,
embezzlement of the generated funds made it
impossible for them to have enough money to attract
and retain critically needed professionals. Yetduring
this period ofpoor service delivery, bills from NEPA
and the others kept on rising. Many of us paid for
bills even when there was no light throughout a long
period of time or when we traveled for a long time
without using electricity. When one complained to
NEPA for example, one got no fair hearing and all
kinds of reasons were used to exploit consumers. It
was then | realised the exploitative power of
government monopoly backed by the overbearing
power of the state.

The next stage in my research on public utilities
was to then argue that since they were now charging
consumers as ifthey were private organisations, they
should be evaluated with private sector efficiency
measures and should no longer be allowed to hide
under state monopoly to exploit consumers. In real-
ity what was happening was that even though they
were generating a lot of money, few individuals in
high positions were privatizing these public re-
sources. Yet we paid high bills and never got elec-
tricity when we needed it Itwas then that it dawned
on me that corruption was the worst affliction in any
society. Itwas also then, I came to reason thatifNEPA
had a viable competitor, it would perhaps be differ-
ent in the way it takes consumers for granted. I also
came to reason that i f  was paying the high electric-
ity bills to a private organisation rather than to NEPA
and got light when I needed, it would have been bet-
ter for me. At this stage, the purchase of generates
by every serious minded business persons including
upward moving academics who bad serious research
projects to execute within specific tight deadlines
became the common practice. It was then again that
1realised that we werejust supporting state-induced
inefficiency if we continue to argue that public utili-
ties should not have competitors. The liberalisation
of the telecommunication industry is now an eye
opener. Furthermore, | realised that we were only
paying our money to sustain the greed of corrupt
public officials. It was then that my academic writ-
ingson public utilitieshad an ideological shift. Icould
not sustain my earlier academic views in the face of
contrary evidence that the masses were not benefit-
ing from these organisations which public ownership
should have guaranteed and protected.

I;  Another turning point came in my career when |
turned my research interest or, b>ghereducation policy
and management after my doctoral thesis on ASUU-
Federai Government in January 1991. With the har-
vesto fstrikes which we had through ASUU o fwhich
f was an active participant; | ran into occasional ar-

they were paying and getting quality education
as well as graduating when they were supposed
to, it would have been better than what they
said lecturers (through ASUU) was doing to
them. For many of them except students’ unioni
activists, ASUU was the problem in the crisis in
higher education system. They never followed
the intelligent logic of ASUU that if the system
was funded well, the students would benefit
more. Again, many of these students did not
commend ASUU’s struggles that prevented the
federal government from imposing tuition feesi
in higher institutions. All that we saw was wide
condemnation o f ASUU and lecturers as selfish
lot.

My study on cost sharing dilemma revealed
that if the system had allowed incremental (pro-
gressive) increase in tuition fees that avoided
shocks and upsets, the system would have been
a little more stable. Again my investigation of
the issue of the parental socio-economic status;
of the beneficiaries of higher education opened
my eyes to how our public policies were far re-
moved from the reality of empirical evidence.!
Although, many o four students come from poor
parents, we have no concrete facts on how they
are financed and supported. My study revealed
the potency and effectiveness of our extended
family system. 1discovered that although poor
parents who cannot support their children in
higher institutions were still having these chili
dren there through the support from the extended
family system. I recall how my findings opened
the eyes of experts on Means Testing in higher
education financing in a conference in Tanza-
nia. Experts from Europe and the United States
who were used to carrying out means testing
from working parents came to realise that in
Africa we need different approach to the calcu-
lation o f students’ financial capability. Flere in
Africa, a pensioner on meager income but who
during his active working years had trained one
or two of his children who are now working,
should ndt be assumed to be incapable of sup-
porting any one of his children still in higher
institutions. This he can do vicariously through
his employed children. This is the reality of
extended family system.

1 have therefore argued that before we as-
sume that students are poor, we need to know
empirically how they are supported. My present
hunch is that we are not making our higher edu-
cation system sustainable in the way we allow
the very few powerful public officials enrich
themselves in the kind of policies we adopt.
Again let me add that one of the findings of my
study is that majority of those presently in fed-
eral universities are students whose parents are
from higher socio-economic status. And pro-
ceeding from this research evidence, my think- |
ing is that we are only supporting the very rich
through price distortions. | say so because, many
students from these rich parents were product
of a corrupt admission System that saw their
parents securing them admission through the
discretionary list of VCs. And because of this,
children from poor parents were driven into the
high fee paying state universities that were able
to admit them. At one time in the University of
Nigeria, Nsukka some years ago. the discretion-
ary admission list was more than those that came
in unassisted through either the merit list oti
catchment area through which those without |
Godfathers could get admitted. All these got mej
saddened as a scholar. And it is the totality o f:
these experiences that 1 now feel that the time :
for policy shift is NOW. We need to do a seri-j
ous study on the socio-economic status of stu-
dents in federal government institutions to help
us adopt appropriate policies in die areao fhigher
education financing. Until we do this, we would
continue to be in the dark and be inundated with
attractive but presumptuous arguments that are
however empirically vacuous and hollow.

NOTE: Thenewsafthe death ofProf. Donald
E. U. Ekong hasreachedmy desk. Since there is !
no more space, we shallpay Mm appropriate j
tribute nexttone.

Dr. Obnsi writes from the Department of
Political and Administrative Studies, Univer-
sity efBotswana, Gaborone, Southern Africa
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Yobc to establish
university

he Yobe State
I government is to
establish a state

university this year in line
with the priority itaccords the
education sector.

Already, a consultant to

w up the master-plan of

rfge proposed university has
been appointed.

Governor Bukar Abba
Jbrahim, who disclosed this
to newsmen in Damaturu’,
said his administration wilLl
soon appoint a vice-
chancellor and all other
principal officers for the
university, which was allotted

N500m for its capital
development this year.
He said academic

activities were expected to
start in the university by
2006, jvhile five sites to serve

as, thte colleges of the
university had been
identified.

He identified them is the
university’s college of
agriculture and veterinary
medicine to be located at
College ofAgriculture, Gujba;
faculty of education at
College of Education,
Gashi®a, and faculty of
administration, social and
business studies at College

f Administrative and
usiness Studies, Potiskum.

According to the
governor, the faculty of civil
and sharia law of the
university will be located at
Atiku Abubakar College of
Legal and Islamic Studies,
Nguru, while the 125 houses
at Gujba were allocated as
lecturers’ quartersto enhance
the smooth take-off of the

university.

* He noted with
satisfaction that the statQ
polytechnic situated at
Geidam has now fully taken
offsince January this year.

The governor promised
that his administration
would accord priority
attentjon to the settlement
of liabilities and payment
for on-going projects, such
as constructions  of
classes, laboratories and
hostels as well as the
‘purchase of basic teaching
andleaming materials.

He stated that priority
would also be given to the
payment of scholarship,
tuition and registration fees
as well as students’ feeding
in all boarding schools in
the state, adding that
teachers in both primary
and secondary schools
would continue to enjoy
the earlier approved
welfare packages for them
in the 2003 and 2004
budgets respectively.

ETF takes HIVV/AIDS campaign to

he Education Tax
Fund (ETF) has

introduced an
awareness campaign in
secondary schools in

Abuja and Lagos on the
dangers ofHIVV/AIDS virus,
and the need to curb
alarming spread of the
disease among school
children.

The chairman of the
ETF board, Chief
Olakunrin, said the
awareness campaign was
aimed at educating the

The chairman committee on establishment of private universities, Professor Julius Okojie (l) the executive secretary, NUC, Professor Peter
Okebukola and the minister of education. Professor Fabian Osuji during the presentation of licences to owners of private universities in

Abuja...recently.

B'y'l—'leriry Omunu, Senior
Reporter (Education)
school community, especially
students and teachers on the
facts about the HIV/AIDS
scourge and ways of curtailing

the spread of the disease.

She said even though the
campaign would begin in
secondary schools in Abuja and
Lagos State on a pilot scale, it
would eventually be introduced
in all post-primary schools in the
country because of the
significance ofthe campaign.

Non-accreditation ofvarsity’s college
of medicine worries politician

he inability of the
Ekiti State

government to

I provide the N750 million
required to accredit the
college of medicine of the
University of Ado-Ekiti has
been criticised by a stalwart
ofthe Alliance for Democracy

| (AD), Bashorun Tunde
Odetola.

Bashorun Odetola, who

» | decried the state govern-

From Olumide Bajulaiye
Correspondent (Lagos)

“A government that
can investasmuch asN 1.4
billion to set up poultry
farms which have no birds
is now saying it has no
money to do the
accreditation of a college
of medicine that has been
in session with up to 200
medical students he
said.

He also condemned the

I'ment’s attitude, said thepreference of the state

college has remained
unaccredited two years after
its establishment.

He said tha. state
government ought to provide
whatever was required to
ensure the sustenance of the
college, since education
remains the state’s major
industry.

“It does not make sense
to deny the students the

opportunity to pursue a

career of their choice after
spending two years in the
college of medicine.

government to build an
ultra-modern school in
Afao-EKkiti, the home of
Governor Fayose, saying

it amounted to
insensitivity.
“Rather, the

government prefers to
establish an international
school worth N 1billion in
the governor’s hometown.
Ofcourse, itdoes not make
any sense.

“The development is a
confirmation of the

people’s belief that leaders
would never engage in any
venture that would not profit
them. It does not augur well.

“It is not*ood for a state
like Ekiti where education is the
only industry. Declining to get
the college accredited is like
mortgaging the future of the
state,” he lamented.

ChiefOlakunrin said ETF
decided to embark on the HIV/
AIDS initiative because
education was directly linked
to the existence and
preservation of the human
race for national development.

“ETF has been intervening
in a lot of special projects and
critical areas essential for the
health and well-being of
students, hence the HIV/
AIDS awareness education
pilot project, which if not
started now, spells doom to
our future workforce and
school population.

“This project is a critical
intervention area dear to the
heart of the ETF in the sense
that statistics has shown that
HIV/AIDS is predominant
among youths of ages 16-24,
which represent the future
workforce and reproductive-
age group on which thc/uturc
school population will
depend,” the ETF chairman
added.

She warned that in the
event of the extermination of

youths between the ages of
16-24 by the HIV/AIDS
scourge as is likely to happen
in developing countries
unless drastic measures are
taken, ‘atime will come when
the country will not have the
labour force for the economy
nor students or pupils to
educate’. '

ChiefOlakunrin therefore
said itwould be necessary for
states and local governments
to replicate the ETF HIV/
AIDS awareness campaign in
secondary schools in their
respective domains in order
for Nigeria to reap the
benefits therein, and achieve
better impact in the fight to
reduce the scourge.

“We have decided on this
campaign in the realisation
that the provision of
infrastructure would not make
any meaningful impact if the
end users are unhealthy and
at risk of being infected, as
the AIDS scourge is
assuming a grave dimension
because postprimary

Don blames over-population for poor educational standards

university lecturer,
Professor Effanga
.James Usua, has

attributed the falling standard
ofeducation to over population.
While speaking with Daily Trust
in an interview, he said there
were too many people in the
university system more than the
system could cater for. He
added that this situation
accounted for the series of
examination malpractices
ravaging the educational
system.

“We have not performed
well by our standard. 1fyou go
to some schools, you will realise

From Bassey Ita, Stringer
(Calabar)

that some children sit on the
floor. Though, the private
sector is trying to maintain
standard, by and large, in
terms of infrastructure, our
education is very poor.
“Frankly speaking, we
have a very long way to go in
our educational sector
because the money for
research is no there. When
examination bodies set
standards and the students
cannot meet the
requirements, they, students,
go for certificate racketeering

and all sorts of examination
malpractices as an
alternative.”

He said the nation must
control its population so that
schools could have enough
facilities to maintain standard.
The university don however
canvassed for true federalism
based on fiscal strength of
states.

“We want true federalism
so that states will be
financially independent,” he
said, adding that states
needed to generate funds
from their resources and remit
a percentage to the federal
government.

schools

stuuent? are considered |

sexut \y active,” Chief!
Olakunrin said.
Zamfara
earmarks
N1.7bn for
schools
rehabilitation

From Salisu Za..ari Vlaradun,
Con ¢spondent (Gusau)

he Zamfara State
I government has
earmarked N 1.7bn for

the .enovation of all primary
and post-primary schools in
the state.

Also, another N90m has
been set aside for the
establishment of four mobile
clinics w' h a view to easing
the health care delivery
system in the state.

This was disclosed by the
stat.? mrnissioner for
information, Alhaji Ali>_
Mohammed.

He .explained that the
government decided to
embark on the renovation of
the schools to enhance
educational development in
the state.

According to him the
renovation exercise was
expected to be completed
before the commencement of
the rainy season and warned
contractors to comply wit
the contract standards or be
ready to face the wrath ofthe
law.

“It is because of the
importance attached to the
educational sector that the
government, in addition to the
renovation, introduced the
use of fabricated classrooms
which are expected to cover
the whole schools in the
state,” he added.
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BUK receives N70m T

Daily Trust

hostel grant from bank

ayero. University
B tKano has received a
cUsh donation of
N70m for the construction of
a students’ hostel from the
management of Inter-
Continental Bank pic.

' This was disclosed by the
acting vice-chancellor ofthe
university, Professor
Danjuma A. Maiwada,
during the foundation laying
ceremony of the project.

He described the bank’s
gesture as timely because of
the need to provide more
hostels for the increasing
number of students in the
institutjqn.

Professor Maiwada said
already a new schedule for
students’ hostel

From Aliyu S. Machika,
Correspondent (Kano)

development by private
investors had commenced
in many universities,
including Bayero
University, but said the
proposal should not be
seen as privatisation of
hostels, rather it was aimed
at an effective
management of hostels.
The acting vice-
chancellor mentioned
some executed projects
carried out by private firms
to include the endowment
of a N7.5m professional
chair in the paediatrics unit
by First Bank pic. office
block constructed by the
CBN atacostofN 10mand

T‘ﬁe—coﬂsﬂ‘trcﬂﬁn-e-fﬂrcem-puter

laboratory by the Nigeria
Deposit Insurance Corporation
(NDIC).

In his remarks, the vice-
*chairman of Inter-Continental
Bank pic, Dr. Erastus
Akingbola, said the initative
was in line with the bank’s
corporate responsibility policy
of commitment to providing
solid platform for qualitative
education for Nigerian youths.

He described the success
ofthe Kano branch ofthe bank
as a clear testimony of the
patronage the bank has
enjoyed since it began
operations in the state.

The hostel, when
completed, would comprise 60
rooms and 24 bed spaces.

he federal ministry of
education has
inaugurated a

technical committee to map
out strategies to separate
junior and senior secondary
schools in federal unity
colleges by September this
year.

Performing the
inauguration, the minister of
state for education, Hajia
Binta Musa, said this was one
ofthe major resolutions ofthe
314 session of the National
Council on Education (NCE)
held in Minna, Niger State, last
December.

She said it was essential
that the federal government
takes the lead in this initiative
for the state governments and
other secondary school
owners to follow, adding that
separating junior and senior
secondary schools in the
federal unity’colleges would
ensure that the
implementation of the
Universal Basic Education
(UBE) programme remained
on course, and ‘focused to

Cross section of National Youth Service Corp members during their passing out ceremony in Abuja...recently.

FG begins $100m science, technology initiative

he federal government

plans to commit $100

million (N 13.8bn) ina
new initiative to boost the
development of scientific
research and education in the
country.

The minister of science
and technology, Professor
Turner T. Isoun, made this
known ata workshop tagged:
“Forum on the Reform and
Revitalisation ofthe National
Science, Technology and
Innovation System,” held by
UNESCO in collaboration
with the federal ministry of
science and technology in
Abuja.

He disclosed plans by the

federal government to
increase  the amount
expended on scientific

I By Hassan ldris, Senior |
I Reporter (Agriculture) j

innovations and
agricultural research and
biotechnology, adding
that the government had
raised $2m for the new
policy initiative while the
United Nations Education
Scientific and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO)
was expected to provide
Sim.

Speaking also, the
representative of
UNESCO in Nigeria, Dr.
Hubert Charles, urged
Nigerian scientists and
leaders to work diligently
to implement science and
technology policies
effectively.

He said developing science
and technology was not a
matter of making statements
alone, and stressed that the
‘most important thing is to take
action which will make Nigeria

achieve success in science
innovation reforms’.

Earlier, the head of the
civic service ofthe federation,
Alhaji Yayale Ahmed,
represented by the permanent
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provide focussed and
compulsory qualitative basic
education.

“As you are aware, it is
intended that the
implementation of the UBE
programme at the JSS level
will begin in September 2005,”
she said.

To achieve this goal, she
said the task of implementing
the policy was enormous,
requiring not only huge
resources, but most
importantly, careful planning.

She added that special
attention must be given to
management, staffing,
infrastructure and funding as
well as how to secure
stakeholders’ support to
sustain the policy.

By Salaudeen Ozigi, (Intern)

The terms of reference of |
the committee, the minister |
said, were to identify the cost, j
management, staff and the
implications ofimplementing
the policy beginning
September, and prepare
action plan for the take-offof
the pilot phase of the

minitiative as well as to make
other recommendations to ,
facilitate the successful |
implementation ofthe policy, i

The membership of the |
committee is drawn from the |
federal ministry ofeducation, |
Universal Basic Education j
Commission, National j
Teachers’ Institute, and |
National Union of Teachers. |

NCC donates 20
computers to school

The Nigerian
Communications Commission
(NCC) has donated 20

computer sets to Government
Secondary School, llorin,
under the first phase of its
Digital Awareness Project
(DAP) aimed at encouraging
information technology
among students in Nigeria.

Under the first phase of
the initiative, selected
educational institutions
across the nation would be
equipped with computers
with full internet facilities to
enable the students have
access to information.

Daily Trust learnt that
GSS, llorin, was selected as
one ofthe benefiting schools
under the first phase of the
project based on the
recommendation of the
minister of communications,
Chief Cornelius Adebayo,
himself an alumnus of the
college.

Apart from the 20
computer sets, the school also
received two printers and
other accessories, while a

secretary, management
services office, Dr. Ardo
Ogunbambf, tasked Nigeria’s
scientists to develop the
nation’s science and
technology sector in order to
achieve economic prosperity.

Minister commissions N4.5m
FGGC, Abaji library

he ipinister of state
for

commissioned the N4.5m library
built by the Parenf-Teacher
Association (PTA) of the
Federal Government Girls’
College, Abaji, inthe FCT.
Speaking at the occasion,

she called for the active,

participation ofall stakeholders

"education, Hajia
Binta Ibrahim Musa, has

in the development of the
educational sector, adding
that the challenges before the
country were to “device new
ways of funding education
which will involve the
contribution of all
stakeholders as government
alone cannot continue to
shoulder the cost of
education.”

She thanked the federal
government, members of the
PTA, the principal as well as
the staff of the school for
devoting themselves to the
completion ofthe library.

In her speech, the
Principal ofthe college, Hajia
Ramatu Usman, disclosed
that the PTA ofthe school had
been instrumental to the
execution of many projects,
like the purchase of five
typewriters and lockers.

From AbdulrazagAdebayo,
Correspondent (florin)

computer laboratory would be |
constructed by the NCC.

The Principal
school, Alhaji Yakubu |
Oloriegbe, confirmed the !
donation of the computers i}
and revealed that a site had |
been provided by the school |
for the construction of the
laboratory.

UNILAGpostjpones
resunytion

he Senate of the;
I University of Lagos|
(UNILAG) isyetto fix!

aresumption date for academic
activities after it was shut!
following a violent students!
protest.

Students of UNILAG razed!
the official residences of the!
institution’s vice-chancellor
and the dean of students’!
affairs on Jan. 19.

They were protesting the!
death of Mr Olaoluwa Akosile, |
the Speaker of the Students'
Union after allegedly!
answering a telephone call!
from the school’s authorities.!

About seven cars were!
also burnt during the early!
morning rampage.

UNILAG?’s acting deputy!
registrar (Information), Mr!
Segun Ogunsolu, told the
News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) today in Lagos that the
Senate had not met over the
resumption date.

Ogunsolu said a
committee set up to evaluate
and quantify the amount of!
damage done by the students!
had submitted its report,!
which would be deliberated!
upon by the Senate at its next;
meeting.

He said the report would
be made public only after the
Senate meeting, but did not
disclose the date.

Meanwhile, the NUC has =
urged UNILAG authorities to!
ensure thatacademic activities j
resumed in the institution
immediately.

of the >
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FEDERAL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA

FEDERAL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA

PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION TO TENDER FOR

CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR

THE PROPOSED NEW GENERAL

AVIATION TERMINAL BUILDING

AT THE DOMESTIC WING OF THE

MURTALA MUHAMMED INT’L
AIRPORT, IKEJA, LAGOS.

The Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria hereby invites tender
from reputable registered consultancy firms for the proposed
new General Aviation Terminal Building at the domestic wing
of the Murtala Muhammed International Airport, Ikeja, Lagos.
The scope of works includes:

» Architectural Services:

» Structural Engineering Services.

» Mechanical and Electrical Engineering Services.
» Quantity Surveying Services

» Geo-technical Survey

Further brief can be obtained from the office of the Director
of Engineering Services, FAAN Headquarters, |keja, Lagos,
after payment of the non-returnable tender fee of =N=25,000

(Twenty Five Thousand Naira only),

from the date of this

publication. .
All tenders must be accompanied by the following:

Evidence of payment of the non~refundable tender fee
Evidence of company registration with FAAN in at
least Category F.

Company profile and evidence of experience on
similar projects.

Evidence of company income tax payment for the

last three (3) years,

Evidence of registration with appropriate Professional
Bodies (ARCON, COREN, QSRBN)

All Tenders are to be submitted to the office of The Secretary,
Tenders Board, FAAN Headquarters ikeja, Lagos, ina

sealed envelope marked CONFIDENTIAL:

‘TENDER FOR

CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR THE PROPOSED NEW
GENERAL AVIATION TERMINAL BUILDING AT THE
DOMESTIC WING OF” THE MURTALA MUHAMMED INTI
AIRPORT IKEJA, LAGOS" nat later than fourteen days(2 weeks)
fromthe date of this publication while all tenders will be opened
on the same date at 12 noon.

NB: Tenderers are advised to be present for presentation
of their designs at the tender opening and should note
that FAAN is not bound to accept the lowest*tender and
shall not give any explanation for rejection of any tender.

Signed:

Management

Daily Trust
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FEDERAL AJRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA

FEDERAL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA

PUBLIC NOTICE

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR
CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR

THE PROPOSED NEW CORPORATE
HEAD OFFICE BUILDING AT FAAN
HEADQUARTERS, IKEJA, LAGOS.

The Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria hereby invites tender
from reputable registered consultancy firms for the provision
of consultancy services for the proposed new Head Office
building at FAAN Headquarters lkeja, Lagos.

The scope of works includes:

» Architectural Services,

» Structural Engineering Services.

» Mechanical and Electrical Engineering Services.
» Quantity Surveying Services

» Geo-technical Survey

Further brief can be obtained from the office of the Director
of Engineering Services, FAAN Headquarters, lkeja, Lagos,
after payment of the non-returnable tender fee of =N=25,000
(Twenty Five Thousand Naira only), from the date of this
publication.

All tenders must be accompanied by the following;

Evidence of payment of the non-refundable tender fee
Evidence of company registration with FAAN in at
least Category F.

Company profile and evidence of experience on
similar projects.

Evidence of company income tax payment for the

last three (3) years.,

Evidence of registration with appropriate Professional
Bodies (ARCON, COREN, QSRBN)

All Tenders are to be submitted to the office of The Secretary,
Tenders Board, FAAN Headquarters lkeja, Lagos, in a
sealed envelope marked CONFIDENTIAL, “TENDER FOR
CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR THE PROPOSED NEW
HEAD OFFICE BUILDING AT FAAN HEADQUARTERS,
IKEJA, LAGOS” not later than fourteen days (2 weeks) from
the date of this publication while all tenders will be opened on
the day immediately after the expiration of the notice.

NB; Tenderers are advised to be present for presentation
of their designs at the tender opening and should note
that FAAN is not bound to accept the lowest tender and
shall not give any explanation for rejection of any tender,

Signed:

Management
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CHAN Pharmaceuticals Ltd.
NTERNAL AND EXTERNAL VACANCIES

CHUN Pharmaceuticals is a Christian Health Association of
Nigeria (CHAN) company and is today the oldest and largest
drug distribution NGO in Nigeria. CHAN Pharmaceuticals has
expanded to acquire an asset base of over N200 million with

1) GENERAL MANAGEMENT

Adtntemal Auditor:-
The internal Auditor shall be responsible for continuous evaluation and monitoring of
the com pany’s interna! control systems and procedures to ensure com pliance with
these procedures, effectiveness and efficiency in operations while safe- guarding the
company's assets and resources.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required:

i)A good degree in Accounting, Economics or any ofthe social or
management  sciences.
i)  Should be at least on Associate of ICAN or arty recognised accounting
professional body in Nigeria. Must have a good knowledge of Microsoft
Office. Must have a good knowledge of any of the following accounting
packages - Quickbooles, Peachtree, DaeEasy; or Sage. He should also have of

least two years post-professional qualification experience.

B) Internal Audit Officers-
The ideal person shall assist the Internal Auditor In carrying outhis functionsand achieving
hisauditobjectives.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required

i)A good degree in Accounting, Economics or any ofthe social a

management sciences.

i)  Should have at leasta part-quaSficatton of (CAN or any recognised
accounting professional body in Nigeria.

i) Musthave a good knowledge of Microsoft O ffice.

v) Musthave a good knowledge of any of the following accounting packages -
QuickbooKs, Peachtree, DaeEasy, or Sage. He shouid have at least two years
auditing oraccounting experience.

o

C) Personal Assistant to CEO

The staff shall assist the CEO in daily secretariat and com munication services as well

as workflow management.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required
i}  First Degree in Secretarial/Admin anchor Business related course
it  Mustbe conversantwith Microsoft O ffice.

Three years experience in simitar position
ivy Musthave excellent interpersonal and communication stalls.

D) Information System Manager -

The ideal person shci! be responsible for optimising and managing the company
information resources. He shall handle the maintenance, security and continuous
service ofthe com pany's Information system.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required

i)A good degree in Computer Sciences, Statistics or Business Administration

-orany related field.:

i)  Musthave more than average knowledge of Microsoft O ffice and other
software.
He should have at least fouryears experience in computet, operations,
management and security.

iv)  He should be proficient in at least two programming languages.

v) Involvementand experience in successful implementation ofany of the
following accounting software is necessary.

vi)  Self-starter with abiiily to work with a wide range of people.

vi)  Soiution conscious and performance driving individual.
S/he mustbe Innovcrltve and must be able to learn new tools and transfer
knowledge to team mates.

2) SALES AND MARKETING

A) Field Sates Managers -

The idea! person shali control, coordinate and stimulate tie field sales operations in
accordance with sales policies and programmes and shall grow tie company's
business by giving commitmentto monthly, quarterly and annual™soles targets in a
defined area of the country.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required

0 Agooddegree in Pharmacy, First Degree in Biological Sciences with five
years experience in Sales and Marketing of pharm aceuticals could 6e
considered.

il  Excellent communication and interpersonal dulls is required,

I) Musthave a good knowledge of Microsoft O ffice.

V) Minimum of three years experience in Sales and Marketing of

headquarters at Jos and six zonal drug depots within Nigeria.
With a vision to be the preferred partner in healthcare, the
company isseeking to recruit dynamic and performance driven
individuals to fill the following vacancies:

pharm aceuticals,
vj  Possession ofan MSAfpreferabfy in Marketing}i Ibe an added advantage.

Medical Representatives -
The ideal person shall be responsible for promoting, seling and redistributing the
com panys pharm aceutical products and consumables to our member hospitals
including other selected outieis and institutions.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required
il  First Degree in Pharmacy, A firs! Degree in Biological Sciences with a
minimum of Second Class Upper and twoyeas experience in sales of
pharmaceuticals couid be considered,
tv) Excellentinterpersonaland com munication skills. *
v)  Honesty and maturity in character is most desirable.

3) FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION

A) Financial Accountant:-

S/he shall be responsible forthe timely provision of all financial accounting reports to
management and to handle other finance related assignments to support effective
decision making.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required

A BSc or HND in Accounting or related disciplines is a must for this position,

Knowledge of Microsoft O ffice is very important. Ability to use any of the
following Accounting packages - Peachtree, Sage, Daceasy and QuickBooks, is
very important Possession of not less than three years post-graduation
experience.

8) Finance Assistants -
S/he shall be responsible for day-to-day financial record keeping, treasury
managementand managementreporting.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required

Minimum of OND inAccounting, Marketing or business related course with

strong Was for book-keeping Average knowledge of Microsoft
OfftceKnowfedge of basic accounting software Expetfence in similar position

of not less than two yearn.

C) Admin/HR Manager -
S/he shad be responsible for daily office running, work flow managementand
employee services management,

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required

Must hoid a minimum of B.Sc (Hots) in any of the Social Sciences, Must have a
good knowledge of Microsoft O ffice and internetexplorer Should have not
less than three years post-qualification experience in adm inistrative
function. Experience in Human Resources Management is important.

D) Secretary/Receptionist -
S/he shaii be responsible for reception and management of external bodies and
information.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required

An OND in Business Administration, Secretarial Studies, Mass Com munication
or retorted discipline will be most suitable for this position. Mustbe conversant
with Microsoft O ffice. At least two years experience in similar position.

4) CUSTOMER SERVICE

A% Distribution & logistics Manager - ) o o
The ideal person shall be responsible for implementation of our distribution and logistic
programme especially those arising from our programme related activities.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required
good Degree in Pharmacy or related discipline,
Abiiily to travel of short notice
Good Interpersonal and communication skills,
V) dAt Ig;ast three years experience in distribution and/or selling of pharm aceutical
products.

B) Customer Service Officer -

The ideal person shall provide leadership atthe zonal office, issuing invoices and
ensuring custom er satisfaction and loyally.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required
-HND in Business Administration, Marketing, Mass Com m unication,
counting or related discipline will be mostsuitable for tils position,
i)  Mustbe conversant with Microsoft O ffice.
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lil Atleastthree years experience in similar position

C) Stock Control Officers

The right person shail be responsible fa receipts, issuance and safety of stock. He

shall also handle record keeping and reporting.»

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required
ilAnO 0 F-3us Irption, Marketing, Purchasing ond Supply
orrelated discipline will be most suitable for this ponton,
i) Mustbe conversant with Microsoft O ffice.
) Atleast two years experience in similar position
i
5 OTHERS

AJ Programme Manager:
The ideal person shall be responsible for developing our consultancy business,
writing and packaging proposals to donor end other international agencies
covering altareas of service com petence especiciy in distribution, logistics a id
pharm aceutical capacity building. ¢
Skills, Qualification And Experience Required:
))A good Degree in Pharm aceutical Sciences and/or PubBc Health
Management.
i) Possession of Master Degree in research oriented discipline will be an
added advantage.
i) S/he/ should have a good knowledge of Microsoft O ffice and research
tools.
iv)» Should have at least five yeas experience ina pharm aceutical
mconsulting or public health environment.

B) Procurement Officer -

The person in this position shall be responsible for coordinating all procurement
activities and making excellent relationship with external parties to ensure timety
supply of relevant products and services to the com pany

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required
))A good first Degree in Pharm acy, Business Administration, Economiics,
Purchasing and Supply a any other Social Sciences.
i) Excellent negotiation skills.
i) Excellent Analytical and Forecasting skiis,
iv)  Proficiency in Microsoft O ffice, especially Microsoft Excel.
v) Atleasttwo years experience in a similar position.
. . $
C) Shipping and Regulatory Officer -
The staff shall be responsible fa liaising with regulatory authorities in a* aeas of
product registration, im portation end clearing of goods end shall ensure
com pliance with standads and procedures.

Skills, Qualification And Experience Required
DMust hold a minimum of B Phcsm.
i) Musthave a good knowledge of Microsoft O ffice,
i)  Should have notless than three yeas post-qucifcafon experience in
clearing and forwacfing operations

D) Drivers -
The ideal person shall be responsible fa driving the com pany delivery vans and
other official vehicles within the counfry

i)A good Schoolleaving Certificate isa pre-requisite fa this position.

i)  The person should also possess a valid driver's license.

1)  Heshould have a good underetancsng of the country terrain.

iv) He should hove a good knowledge ofvehicle maintenance and
performance.

All applications should be submitted not later two weeks after this publication
and be directed to:

Finance &Admin Manager,
CHAN Pharmaceuticals LTD
Uttte Rayfieid Road, Jos. Plateau State

OR to jo5eph.tarwo@taijowonukabe.com

PHARM ACEUTICALS
* Qi Of " Cosii=
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THE ABUJA =
MUNICIPAL é
AREA COUNCIL

T he Management of Abuja
Municipal Area Council
wishes to bring to the notice

of the public that the Area One open

air market allocations have been
revoked.

This has become necessary in view
o fthe need to conformwith the original
standard of the Federal Capital
Territory, as well as pave way for
urban renewal in the overriding interest
o fthe public.

Consequently, all beneficiaries are
hereby requested to submit copies of
their original letters of allocations to
the Abuja Municipal Area Council for
further action, while all developed
spaces in the market are to be vacated
before March 15,2005.

COMMITTEE ON AREA 1

MARKET URBAN RENEWAL
For: MANAGEMENT


mailto:jo5eph.tarwo@taijowonukabe.com
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bout four robbers last

A Tuesday stormed the

house ofawidow, one

MrS. Hanatu James, at her

residence in Kuchigoro a

n'suburb ofAbujaalong airport

road and took about N200,
000.

Hanatu, a restaurant
operator behind Garki, Area 2
shopping complex returned
home after a hectic day’s work
and retired to her room
unknown to her that men of

Accordlng to Amos, her
son, they were woken at
about 3:30am by the
continuous barking of their
dog, which he said was
unusual.

Amos said that he got
agitated and peeped through
the window only to see a man
standing at the entrance of
their house with a “big gun.”

Amos further said that the
robbers broke into the house

the underworld were trailing - forcefully as they asked

NEPA urges
residents to pay up
or get disconnected

EPA has said that

N only regularpayment

of bills would guar-

antee adequate and constant
.power supply.

NEPA business manager
for Garki district, Bayo
Dokunmu, told the News
Agency ofNigeria (NAN) in
Abuja that it has become
mandatory for all customers
to pay for electricity consu-
med.

DokunmU said that the
unbundling of NEPArequired

| that the various zones pay for
bulk electricity supplied while
such cost would be recovered
from the eventual users ofthe
electricity.

NAN recalls that some
Mosques in the FCT had
protested recent directives
by NEPA to religious houses
to ensure prompt payment of
electricity consumed or risk
disconnection.

Reacting to the protest,
Dokunmu said that there was
no room for free service
stressing that every unit
consumed must be accoun-
ted for.

He said that NEPA would
be in position to provide
better services, maintain its
equipment and expand facili-

ties to other areas when custo-
mers pay for units consumed.

He appealed to all NEPA
customers irrespective of
their status to assist the
authority serve them better in
this era that “NEPA o longer
receive subvention but
depend solely on its ability to
harness its revenue.”

He also called for legisla-
tion prohibiting the sale of
transformers and other acce-
ssories common to NEPA as
a way of safeguarding its
insta-llations across the
country.

“The rate individuals are
selling electrical appliances
such as transformers, a’ujni-
nium cables, poles, and otfier
accessories used by NEPA
has made tracking vandals
very difficult,” he said.

He regretted that in this
era of NEPA’s unbundling,
scarce resources that should
be used to upgrade equip-
ment would have to be chan-
nelled toward replacing
vandalised installations.

“The cost of servicing
and replacing vandalised
items is enough to inject more
transformers and sub sta-
tions into the network for a
reliable power supply to our
customers,” he added.

I=ailv Trust

A buja Il rust
Robbers rob widow of N200,000

you," afiefoey hiave brorkréP’/pnareandow Blitwe were sent,

BYRrYBaU{vintingl 1o 0 &Pia lie
down.

Amos said that they were
severely beaten by the
robbers, (children) and their
handsets collected with some
money.

Amos said that the about
N120, 000 taken from their
mother was part of her sales

progyede for that biey anid
some amount withdrawn that
afternoon from the bank for
their school fees.

An eyewitness to the
crime, one Ajia, who is a
tenant in the widow’s house
told Abuja Trustthat he heard
the robbers saying: “we are
robbers and we are sent to rob

the security light in the
house.

He said the robbers were
shooting randomly in the air
to scare people from coming
out.

Ajia further said that he
heard the widow (Hanatu)
pleading that “we know you

Page

have you ever seen us here.”
Ajiatold ourreporter that
the police came to the scene
of the robbery after the
robbers had left the scene.
Abuja Trust gathered that
only operated in the house of
the widow and did not enter
any other house in the area.

Catholic Bishops in procession during mass at the opening of the 1stplenary 2005 Bishops conference in Abuj on

Tuesday.

Pix: NAN

Petitioner writes NHRC on
Wuse Market demolition

n Abuja based
A journalist, Emma-

nuel Onwubiko, has
petitioned the National
Human Plights Commission
(NHRC), over the demolition

FCT opens camp for

akarfi cham

ET volleyBall players
F have, been invited for

camping ahead of the
maiden Ahmed Mohammed
Makarfi Volleyball Champion-
ship which kicks off next
month in Kaduna.

The council’s volleyball
association’s secretary, Ene
Ayuba, disclosed to Abuja
Trust on Tuesday that the
male and female players have
been asked to report at the
teams’ Mogadishu Barrack
training camp ahead of the
tourney.

“Our players have been
asked to report for camping
towards the Ahmed
Mohammed Makarfi Volley-
ball Championship which

ByAbdulRaheem Aodu,
Sports Reporter

kicks off on March 4, 2005.
Though we have been
undergoing training with the
team in our open camp, we
intend to commence closed
camping on February 27 to
intensify our training ahead
of the March 3rd departure
date for the championship,”
she said.

The team’s preparation for
the championship, which
runs between March 4l and
March 13*2005, may however
be hampered by lack of fund
which has engulfed the FCT
sports council since the
beginning of the year.

pionship

Bwamba Ayuba Kwali,
council’s deputy director of
sports development, told
Abuja Trust that the council
is currently undergoing a lull
in its activities as MFCT
budget is yet to be approved.

He added that the
volleyball team would only be
in Kaduna for the champion-
ship, If funding can be
secured, as the council’s
coffers is too lean to cater
adequately for%he team’s
needs.

Kwali however, expressed
hope that the budget will be
approved and released before
the commencement of the
camping exercise.

By Kemi Ogedengbe,
Judicial Editor
of his properties worth over
N400, 000 at the old Wuse
Market on the orders of the
FCT minister, MalamNasirel-
Rufai.

In the petition, Mr.
Onwubiko, claimed that his
books, which were distributed
to traders in the market, were
destroyed by the tax force set
up for the demolition ofillegal
structures in the market.

He said the policemen and
other operatives did not allow
the traders to take away their
wares before pulling down
the structures.

The petitioner said that
due to the closure of the
market for over ten days
people have not been able to
patronise his wares.

He called on the NHRC to
probe the gross human rights
violation by officials of the
FCT on what he called “illegal
and tyrannical” orders of
Malamel-Rufai.

He further call on the
NHRC to advise the FCT
minister to desist from

deploying dictatorial style of
administration by ambush, as
the actions of the FCT
officials will increase crime
rate in the city as many people
who earn their livelihood in
the market will become
unemployed.

Mr. Onwubiko prayed the
commission to compel the
minister to personally

endorse an apology for the
destruction of his books
worth over N400,000.

He also prayed for the
payment of N5 million
compensation for the gross
abuse of his human rights,'
which was occasioned by the
restriction of movement
around the market to make
purchase.

Woman arraigned over
riminal intimidation

ne Mrs. Stella Abillo

of Plot 170, Wuse

Zone 6, has been
arraigned before a Chief
Magistrate sitting in Jabi,
Abuja on Monday for
criminal intimidation and
assault contrary to section
397, 328 and 266 of penal
code.

The FIR said one Mrs.
Ogokwe Genievive of the
same address reported that
she was beaten up by the
accused and one Mr. Shalom

By Ebenezer John Buoro,
Intern

who pursued, hit
damaged her door.

Mrs. Stella pleaded not
guilty to the charges levelled
against her. Her defence
counsel prayed the court to
grant her bail as contained in
section 341 of criminal
procedure code.

The chief magistrate
granted the accused bail and
adjourned for hearing to
March 9,2005.

and

m
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ayero University
B Kano has received
million for the construction
ofa students’ hostel from the
management of
Intercontinental Bank PKk.

The acting vice-chanc-
ellor ofthe university, Profe-
issor Danjuma A. Maiwada,

(the donation of N70

;disclosed this during the.

jfoundation laying ceremony
l[of the project at the
iuniversity’s premises. He
described the gesture-as
jtimely due to the need for the
provision of more hostels.

T~ He said, already a new
scheme for students’ hostel
development through private
investqrs initiative has com-
mended in many universities
:including Bayero University.

While speaking on some
projects donated by some
financial institutions to the
university, Prof. Maiwada
highlight those of the First
Bank of Nigeria which is an
endowment ofa professorial
chair in pediatrics worth N7.5
million, Central Bank of
INigeria (CBN)’s constructed
an office block at the costof
IN 10 million and the constru-
ction of computer laborat-
jories by the Nigeria Deposit

.Insurance Corporation
(NDIC).

T Earlier, the vice-chairman
land chief executive of
Intercontinental Bank Pic, Dr.
Erostus Akingbola, said the
{initiative is in line with the
their bank’s corporate policy

] By Aliya Saleh Machika,

Correspondent. Kano

ofcommitment to providing
platform for quality educa-
tion for the Nigerian youths
and national development in
general.

Represented by the
executive director, public
sector, Mr. Neka Nweke, Dr.
Akingbola described the
success oftheir Kano branch
office as a cleartestimony to
the good support and
patronage they enjoy from
the people of Kano, since
they began operations in the
state.

The hostel when
completed would comprise
60 rooms of 24 bed-spaces
each and would be dedicated
to Alhaji Aliko Dangote. said
the management ofthe Bank.

l<(PUMOO goats have
en given to women
m Doguwa local
government area as loans.
According to the chairman
of the council, Alhaji Wada
Abdu Riruwai, women are
known to be good animal
rearers. He also said the loan
was aimed at reducing the
level o fpoverty among them.
The chairman also reve-
aled that about N3 million
was spent on the empow-
ermentofthe women folk and
rural dwellers in Doguwa local
government area. The chair-

i
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BUK receives donation
for new hostel
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Governor of Kano State, Malam Ibrahim Shekarau, in a crowd at the open air threatre. Government House, Kano.

Doguwa LG gives goats to women as loans

man revealed this while
answering questions from
newsmen in the state.

Alhaji WadaAbdu Riru-

wai said about N3 million
have so far been disbursed
as loans to rural women in
order to empower them and

reduce their over depende-
nce on the men-folk.

Alhaji Wada Riruwai ho-
wever said the money disbu-

rsed is expected to be paid in
four years and devoid ofany
interest so as to be in tune
with the teaching of Islam.

Emir tasks drug manufacturers on NAFDAC

:EmirofKano, Alhaji
TT@r.)Ado Bayero, has
-X. charged drug
manufactures and dealers in
the nation to strictly comply
with laws governing the
regulation ofdrugs and other
related products as directed
by the National-Agency for
Food and Drug Adminis-

By Yusha'u Adamu Ibrahim,
Correspondent. Kano

tration and Control (NAF-
DAC).

Speaking at the grassr-
oots consumer education
programme organised by
NAFDAC held in Bichi local
council, Kano, Bayero said
only by their compliance to

Polio to be eliminated soon - NP1 Coordinator : e rutes and reguations by

"ild polio virus
(WPV) has been
confirmed to ha-

ve drastically reduced from

113 cases in 2004 to no single

~ase in January this year.

This was contained in a
press release by the zonal
coordinator, National progr-
amme on Immunisation (NPI)
|North-West Zone, Kano, Dr.
|[M.Z. Mahmoud. Dr. Mahmo-
ud said the feat was achieved
due to the quality of perso-

nnel, the judicious use of
resources and increase in the
level of oral vaccine (OPV)
acceptance.

Dr. Mahmoud assured
that the little cases of wild
polio virus circulating will
soon be eliminated in six
intensive rounds of NIDS
thatwould be carried out this
year.

The NPl has made a
selection and trained 186
central facilitators and 372

core trainers that will ensure
the smooth implementation
ofthe exercise while efforts
are made to ensure that all
the personnel are from the
North western geo-political
zone in order to enhance the
social acceptance of the
immunisation services in the
zone.

Meanwhile, the NPI
hoped to administer measles
vaccines and promote the
use of insecticide treated
nets against malaria.

From (L-K) the special advisers to Governor Shekarau am speciat duties, Hafiya Mariya Smnmsi Siahadi,
;women and children. Hajiya Binta Garha Abdallaki, the commissioner for women. Or. Gait Alhassan
Dunfata and Hajiya Balaraba Bello Sale, the commissioner for edmcation at a retreat...recently.

I the agency that qualitative

jand safe drugs could be

; produced for consumption.
Alhaji Ado Bayero
explained furtherthat only by

j obeying the laws ofthe land

that Nigeria can stop the
circulation offake drugs and
other related products that
I'are causing serous damages
| to people.

He disclosed that regu-
| lating drug business in

] Nigeria is a collective respo-

| nsibility that needs conc-
| erted efforts from gover-
| nment and non-governm-
ental organisations as well as
individuals.
The emir who therefore
urged people to support and
;corporate with NAFDAC
also called on them to use
only products that have
i NAFDAC registration num-
1ber.
On her part, the director
general of NAFDAC, Dr.
; Dora Akunyili, said that NAF-
DAC chose Kano to flag-off
I the campaign because of the
;emir’s support and
: assistance to the agency.
Dr. Dora disclosed that
the agency has divided the

country into zones with 3
states in each zone for the
campaign, which she said is
aimed at sensitising the
people on drugs.

The agency’s boss who
urged the general public to
consume only drugs that
have NAFDAC numbers,
expiring date and address of
the manufacturing company

warned them also to desist
from buying drugs from drug-
hawkers.

She said that drugs that
were exposed to sun will
become ineffective and is
harmful. She also urged them
to report to NAFDAC any
suspicious activities parti-
cularly concerning drugs
manufacturing.

Kano flags offschools census

T=a7" ano State has flagged
Jfothe head count for
ill students, pupils in

both secondary and primary
schools in the state capital.

To flag of the exercise is
registrar, Joint Admissions
and Matriculation Board,
Professor Bello Salim, who
represent the minister of
education.

Prof. Salim said he was in
Kano to oversee the conduct
of the census as directed by
the federal government who
also said the essence is for
both government and parents
ofchildren in schools to know
exactly what are on ground
as it relates to the number of
pupils, the number schools,
the infrastructure, the
student/teacher ratio.

Bello Salim said it is also
aimed at producing accurate
data and information about
exact number of schools
existing in states in order to
assist them in the planning of
such schools.

Salim described some
classrooms in some of the
schools as crazy due to con-
gestion and not ideal for
learning. He said he is going

By Ahmed Abubakar,
Correspondent, (Kano)

to report back what he had
so far seen as regards the
progress made by the state
government in against what
some have said.

On her part the commi-
ssioner for education of the
state, Hajiya Balaraba Bello
Maitama, assured the state
government’s support in the
conduct ofthe exercise while
ensuring the governments
dedication to uplifting the
standard of education in the
state.

She also assured that by
the end of this year 70
percent of Kano State
students and pupils will be
properly furnished.
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Tax: LASG threatens
closure of erring companies

he Lagos State By Olumide Bajulaiye, now all the donors have not
T government on Correspondent (Lagos) sent in their donations. We are
Tuesday initiated the premises of the Nigerian in a serious financial mess.
moves to enforce the Red Crossto effectthe court The last time federal

A traditional dance troup at the 2004 Fujifilm African press photo awards in Lagos...recently.

R

Il he Lagos State
Tigovernment on

Tuesday at its weekly
meeting kicked against plans
jto table a fresh proposal on
‘the development of the
popular Lagos Bar Beach to
a tourism haven by the
Federal Executive Council
(FEC).

According to it, the
proposal allegedly being
promoted by the Works
minister, Adeseye Ogunlewe,
was belated, as the state had
already signed a
Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with a
French firm, Messrs Energyx
International.

Under the arrangement,
Energyx had agreed to raise
the $400 million required from
a Paris based financial
institution to fund the
development ofthe sprawling
beach into a world-class
tourism center.

The Works minister had
stirred the hornet’snest at the
weekend when he told
journalists that a memo on
the Bar Beach would take the
center stage at the FEC’s
meeting yesterday.

Ogunlewe who spoke of
plans to throw the bid open
before appointing a
developer also confirmed that
President Ofysegun
Obasanjo had endorsed a
Public-Private Partnership
(PPP) arrangement for the
Beach’s transformation.

But reacting to
Ogunlewe’s comment, Lagos
State deputy governor, Mr.
Femi Pedro said the
development ran counter to
an initial directive by
Obasanjo that a committee
being chaired by the Works
minister appraises the
Energyx proposal.

president had in a memo
dated

July 12,2004 directed the
Ogunlewe-headed committee
to expedite action on the
MOU and make formal
arrangement on how to hand
over the Bar Beach to the
State government for leistire
and recreational
development.

Pedro said it was
necessary to counsel the FEC
to ignore the new proposal by
the Federal Ministry of
Works as it ran foul of the

immediate remittance of the
Pay As You Earn (PAYE) tax
with threats to close down the
premises oferring companies
and organisations.

Members of the State
Revenue Committee on
Enforcementand Prosecution
of tax evaders were at the
premises ofthe Nigerian Red
Cross Society warning the
organisation to pay up the N8
million it deducted from its
workforce as PAYE between
1999 and 2001 or risk closure.

Construction firm G.
Cappa Limited, which owed
N 10 million as PAYE escaped
the sledge harmer as its
management remitted N500,
000 and signed an undertaken
to write off the'debt with
monthly remittance ofN500,
000 to the government purse
in the next nine months.

The committee led by the
legal adviser to the Lagos
State Board of Internal
Revenue, Mrs. Mojisoluwa
Olukolu on Tuesday went to

Pix: Oladipupo Odunewu

president’s written directive.

Pedro, who traced the
problem of the Bar Beach to
between 1908 and 1912 when
the East and West Moles
were constructed, said that
the Lagos approach is the
best solution to the problem
of the beach.

According to him,
between 1990 and the 1997,
the federal government spent
N925 million in sand
replenishment and another
N3.888 billion between 1999
and May 2003.

L G to prosecute
those who fell trees

he chairman of Ikoyi/
T Obalende local

government area of
Lagos State, Dr. Folarin
Gbadebo-Smith has said that
the council would henceforth
drag any individual or group
of people who cut trees
indiscriminately in Ikoyi
before the law courts.

Gbadebo-Smith who
stated this in an interview
with our correspondent on
Tuesday said it was part of
the measure put in place by
the council in its campaign
against tree cutting in the
area.

He said the council would
do everything possible to
sustain the serenity and the
aesthetic nature of lkoyi,
which was inherited from the
colonial masters many years
ago.

-He said the legislative arm
of the council would soon
come up with a legislation,
which would make it an
offence, for anybody to
engage in indiscriminate
cutting of trees in the area.

“our environment

concern to us in the council.
It is worrisome that some
residents and corporate j
organisations have been
engaging in tree cutting j
activities regardless of its j
implication to the
environment.

He regretted the recent
cutting of trees in Ikoyi by
officials of the National
Electric Power Authority,
estate developers and some
residents of the area.

He said the NEPA

machine

judgment which gave it the
power to distain any defaulter
of its goods.

Armed with the court
judgment delivered by the
Hon. Justice R. I. B. Adebiyi
ofthe Lagos High Court, Mrs.
Olukolu said the committee
had followed due process to
ensure that the organisation
pay up, but rather it claimed
ignorant of the matter.

While pleading fortime to
pay up, the secretary general
ofthe Red Cross, Mr. Abiodun
Orebiyi who had earlier
claimed ignorant ofthe whole
matter, pleaded with the
committee to give it time to
enable them put their house
in order.

According to him the
organisation at present had
no money in its coffers,
adding that in the last two
months it has not been able
to meet all its financial needs
including that of the staff
salaries.

“As | am talking to you

55mm & 65mm available
Other products in stock include

» Bottle washing and filling

e Vertical water dispenser

* Vertical warm & hot water

government gave us money
was in 1998, N 100,000 and we
spend over N200 million
yearly here.

“If you seal up this place
now it will send wrong
signals to the international
community who had already
had bad impression about
Nigeria. Already your
presence here will be send to
Geneva and this will be
debated and sent into the net
for the world to see.”

Gov Tinubu

ANACRERVERE HIHIOliIWU

dispenser (with storage

It is widely used for various kinds

management had not find it
proper to reply the series of
letters sent to them from the
council over the issue.

He said those who cut
trees illegally would be
dragged before the magistrate
when the law becomes
operational and may be
forced to plant some apart
from being punished for their
act.

He said the council would
embark on an aggressive
campaign as from next month
to sensitise residents of the
area about its plans to
discourage tree cutting in

cabinet).

e Vetical hot &cold water
dispenser (with storage
cabinet, compression

refrigerations).
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Packed Water, Milk, Peanut Milk,
Juice, Drinks, Ice Bag Drinks,
Saysauce, Vinegar, Yellow Rice
Wine and Beancurd, Etc.

Also Available:
Davemay Super 5000 Liquid Packer
Price: N350,00

0, Fred M; 2nd Fl
%esﬁg Sh%%wﬁgu é] Laé’gsf)

||;Iouse %, W Close, 5th Avenue,
301350 %80538%R 2664640, 0803 15 0659



Better, more
vibrant. more

iIM.aiing W,
K8Si iV i

SSllilsa

V\& live ypto curmane
A commitment to the People of Nigeria...

NATIONALTNTEREST

RGHT - T FEHHE 10O KNOW

Back on the Newsstands Daily.
Book your copies In advance



Thursday,

NARTO warns ofhi

the National

Association of Road

Transport Owners
(NARTO)-has threatened to
pa?s the additional N 12.00
cost«of AGO (diesel) to
icommuters in the country if
ithe recent price hike of the
iproduct is not reversed. The
;N12 .increase in price of
jdiesel has raised the price of
the product from N41.00 to
N53.00 per litre.

February 17, 2005

By Austine Odo, Senior
Labour Reporter

Speaking with Daily.

Trust on the development in
Abuja yesterday, the
NARTO national operations
coordinator, Alhaji Larval
Isa,/said diesel was a major
input  for transport
operation, and the freight
rate was tied to the cost of

Justice Uwais tasks
lawyers on book writing

e Chief Justice of
Nigeria, Justice
Mohammed Lawal

jUwais, has enjoined lawyers

to write booksTor generations .

;yet unbo,

,Speaking during a formal
pp~entation of a book
Entitled: Quick Reference
Material on Nigerian Law
and Practice, written by
Aisha Umar and Sylvester
Imhanobe, Justice Uwais said
Ithatmore books for reference
Ipurposes were needed in the
|country.

According to him, the
jbook would serve as a source
lofreference to all in the legal
Iprofession and students of
llaw because it covered awide

scope ofprocedural as well as
substantive laws.

He said, “It is so up-to-
jdate that it covers the newest
|of our civil procedure rules,
Ithe High Court of Lagos State
ecivil procedure rules 2004, and

Ky Gvos e etion

— the Kogi State
Governor, Alhaji
Ibrahim Idris, has

|been awarded the National
Primary Education,
Productivity Merit Award
by a non-governmental
lorganisation, Citizens of
IRepute Biographic Centre,
in conjunction with the
Universal Basic Education
ICommission. The award,
|which was in recognition of
his visionary approach to
|the growth of primary
|education in Kogi State,
iwas witnessed hy top Kogi
iState indigenes in Abuja.

In his address of
jwelcome, Dr. Tom Ohikire
said that Governor Idris was
jchosen after a thorough
assessment of his
Icontributions in the area of
primary education. He said
ithe governor had ‘made
quality contribution to
leducation in Kogi State
Iwithin the shortest time of
iassuming office’, and added
that the state had been
lincluded among five others
for a pilot programme
Isponsored by an
jinternational doiiior agency
:in the UK.

In her remark, Prof.
IBridget Shokrud, who
istooa in for Prof. Gidado
Tahir, the Executive
jSecretary of the Universal
IBasic Education (UBE), said
ithat the federal government
iwould soon set up an
lintervention project for
|primary education.

In his acceptance
|speech, Governor Idris said
his resolve to revive
education in the state was
borne out of past neglects
on the sector by previous
ladministrations. He said the

By Kemi Ogedegbe,
Judicial Editor

the draft of a proposed new
legal practitioners’Act.”

Justice Uwais said that
the two authors of the book
were former lecturers at the
Nigerian Law School. “They
decided after leaving the
employment of the Nigerian
Law School to go individually
and later as partners into legal
practice.”

According to him, the
action had brought their
experiences to bear in writing
the  book; hence ‘I
recommend the book to
lawyers and students’.

The reviewer ofthe book,
Mr. Femi Lijadu, praised the
contents of the piece.
According to him, “it treats
more than 550 separate topics
ranging from civil procedure,
merges and acquisitions to
the law of evidence. It has
567 pages and easier tipread.”

award

By Benjamin Auta

fruitful results as his
administration had com-
pleted over 600 units of four
classroom blocks with
offices across the state,
with over 200 units
currently undergoing
construction.

The governor further
stated that his
administration had ensured
the prompt payment of
salaries and allowances of
teachers. He also disclosed
that arrears 02002 and 2003
leave grants owed teachers
by past administrations had
been paid

he Executive Secretary
T and ChiefExecutive

Officer of the National
Health Insurance Scheme
(NHI1S), Dr. Muhammed
Mustafa Lecky, has affirmed
that the postponement ofthe
formal launching of the
scheme was not politically
motivated, adding that it was
done in good faith to
strengthen the grey areas
and further reposition the
scheme for an effective take-
off.
Addressing. newsmen
Tuesday in Abuja, Dr. Lecky
maintained that the
postponement had nothing
to do with oressure on the

Daity Trust
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gh transport cost

the inputs W |c in teen
would affecMhe cost of
operation when there is a
price hike.

“If this happens, it
means the increased cost
will be passed onto the
consumers and of course,
you know the
consequences. That is why
this increase by N 12.00 will
not be acceptable,” he said.

According to Alhaji Isa,
there was no way the new
price could be built into the
present matrix, hence the
rejection. He however said
the association would on
Saturday hold a meeting in
Kano to examine the cost
implications of the increase
and react accordingly. He
said his investigations on
the matter had revealed that
apart from the price increase,
those who paid for the
product seven days before
were prevented from lifting
until they paid up the
balance of the new rate.

This, he pointed out,
was unjustified because
they paid the approved price
before the increase came into
affect.

“In other words, we are
not prepared to carry this
burden any more. Something
has to be done; the NNPC
will have to reverse this
increase,” he said.

Ibrahim Idris of Kogi state receiving the national primary
award certifcatefrom Prof. (Mrs.) Shokom ofVBE..
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lhe House of

Representatives

subcommittee on
Banks and Banking.has
dissociated itself from the
claims by amember that the
House was opposed to the
categorisation ofbanks into
three by the Senate in
modification of the N25

Court grants bail to suspected
horsemeat consumer

A auchi State Shariah
urt has granted bail

Jo one Alkasim Rabiu
ror imtegedly slaughtering
and eating horse meat in the
state. The presiding judge,
Abubakar Jubrin Jahun,
while reading the judgement,
said that the court agreed to
grant the bail for lack of
evidence and prohibition of
slaughtering and eating
horse meat in the Islamic law
and the Nigerian
Constitution.

The judge also said that
the accused should explain
to the court the issue of
causing chaos and
intimidating public in the
state.

The accused, Alkasim
Rabiu, told the Hausa Service
of the British Broadcasting
Corporation (BBC) monitored
in Abuja that he slaughtered
and ate the horse

ByAbubakarHaruna

accordance with Islamic
injunction.

‘I slaughtered and ate the
horse because it is lawful in
Islam. | didn’t do it in order
to cause chaos or intimidate
public. That is why | did it
secretly in my house and
shared it to my fellow
brothers in the same faith,”
he said.

He insisted that despite
the fact that people have
different understanding
with regards to the issue of
eating horse, it has not been

ibited in Islam. It could

ecalled that Malam

asim Rabiu was arrested
last week by the police in
Bauchi State for alleged
causing chaos and
intimidating public for
slaughtering and eating
horse in the state.

of NHSlarthrot
Iﬂ(ﬂ'}/ﬁ(ﬂl\ﬂﬂj NHIS boss

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin,
Health Reporter

alleged by some people.
According to him, it was
meant to create avenue for
further repositioning of the
scheme for the successful
implementation of .its
programmes.

Commenting on the fears
that politicians would ‘dip
hands’ on the scheme’s
funds, the NHIS boss
assured that politicians
would not have access to the
funds which would accrue
from the contributions ofcivil
servants, adding that the
monies would be paid to
registered health mainte-

would in turn pay registered
providers for their services
under the scheme.

The scheme, he declared,
was comprehensively
designed to cover all
categories of disease,
pointing out that ‘there is no
limitation to the number of
items one could be treated
at a giving time under the
scheme’.

According to him, the
scheme, when launched on
May 29, 2005, would be of
great benefit to the
generality ofNigerians as the
programmes were
comprehensively designed
to take care of all segments

iy Hammeed Bello, Senior
political reporter,

billion recapitalisation
policy of the government.

The Senate recently
passed a bill which required
that banks be classified into
three such that mega banks
meet the N25 billion capital
base; medium banks N10
billion, while small banks are
to satisfy N5 billion
capitalisation requirement.

Reacting to the action of
the Senate, the Deputy
Chairman, Committee on
Banking-and Currency,
Prince U.S.A. Igwese, said
the Senate acted
unilaterally and that the bill
did not reflect the views of
the Senate.

Igwese suggested that
the currency committee
which was still working on
the bill would recommend
that the House upholds rhe
N25 billion recapitalisation
policy across board without
categorising the banks.

But Honourable Lawal
Garba, the Chairman,
subcommittee on Banks and
Banking, in a statement,
said that Hon. Igwese
expressed his personal
views and not that of the

entire House.
“Neither the
subcommittee on Banks and
Banking nor the House has
deliberated on the two bills,
(the proposed amendment
to the CBN Acts and the
BOF1D.) Indeed, the bills
are yet to be listed for
reading in the chamber after
which it will then be referred
to the House committee on
Banking and Currency, and |
subsequently to thel
subcommittee on Banks and
Banking.
“Unlike

the Senate

.whose decision to endorse

the categorisation of banks
for the purpose of the
capitalisation exercise
followed wide consultation
with stakeholders and a
public hearing, the bills are
yet to pass the committee
stage at the House of
Representatives.

“Any decision taken on
the recapitalisation issue
by the House of
Representatives will be
guided by the nation’s
economic interest which
will'involve an informed
analysis of our diversity,
level of economic
development and other
variables.” Hon. Garba said.

vie federal government

Ahmed Tabhir,
Corredspondent (Lokoja)

federal govemmentTiad also

has approved the
A dualisation of the i
rodd linking Lokoja with thgproved the reconstruction

Federal Capital Territory. The
Minister of Works, Chief
Adeseye Ogunlewe, dis-
closed this Tuesday while
paying a courtesy call on the
Kogi State Governor, Alhaji
Ibrahim Idris. He said his
ministry  had already
completed the design of the
accident prone road, and
expressed hope  that
construction work would
start before the end of the
year.

of Ikpele Kabba - Auchi
road, and that of Lokoja -
Auchi road.

Welcoming the minister,
Governor ldris expressed
appreciation to the federal
government on the planned
dualisation of the Lokoja -
Abuja road on which many
lives had been lost to
accident. He also appealed to
the federal government to
also dualise all federal roads
in the eastern senatorial
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Head Office: CGC Camp Nnamdi Azikiwe Kudenda Industrial Area, P.O.Box 7245, Kaduna,
Kaduna State, Nigeria. Tel: 08034518369

Sifwi

Alh. (Dr.) Ibrahim Saminu Turaki
Executive Governor\ Jigawa state

The Management and the entire staffof CGC NIG. CO. LTD., wish to congratulate His
Excellency, the Executive Governor of Jigawa state, Alhaji (Dr.) Ibrahim Saminu Turaki, for
the award of Doctor of Science (DSc), by the University of Jos on the 11thof February, 2005.

At the CGC, we are proud to be associated with your achievements in the area of road
construction. Specifically, we are proud of our association with the provision of these roads:
*The on going 200 kilometres Dutse- Kazaure road.

*The Gwaram Bridge under construction.

* The Kanya Babba-Achi Lafiya-Ringim road.

* The Kazaure- Roni road.

* The Roni township road.

Tire award to you by the university is surely a continuation of your contributions to the
development of not only your people but your nation and humanity as a whole.

\s we brace up to further continue to make the lives of our people even greater, we once again congratulate you
for this commendable recognition by one of Africa’s best institutions of higher learning.

CDBAUATDSDEAAIN

SIGNED
MANAGEMENT
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INnside Politics

Masari wants reps to deliver B:

democracy divi

peaker of the House of
Representatives, Hon.
Aminu Bello Masari
has assured members of the
House that the future would
honour them when the
benefits of the sacrifices they
are making now begin to
bring dividends to Nigerians.
Hon. Masari was speaking
to members of the Future
Leaders Forum (FLF) who
paid him a congratulatory visit
over the recent award of
Legislator ofthe Year to him
by Thisday newspapers.
“lwant all members ofthe
House to know that the future
of our country will honour
them for the sacrifices they-
are making today. They chose
the pursuit of public good
ov&r selfish interests where

they could have done
otherwise. The future will
show appreciation when the
benefits of their sacrifices
begin to mature,” he ’said,
acdording to a statement by
hisj media special assistant,
Austin lyashere.

Hon. Masari told the
youths that he dedicated the
award to all members of the
House of Representatives
and Nigerians who believe in
democratic practice, obser-
ving that whatever was
achieved by him was made
possible through the coope-
ration of all members of the
House of Representatives.

Recalling that it was
difficult in the early days, to
resist pressures to play to the
gallery, he observed that

FLP dhiefiain dlees
datokill GvDrid

he secretary of the
T Ogun State Chapter of
the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), Ogun
State, Elder Yemi Akinwonmi
has alleged plot to kill the
Ogun State Governor, Otunba
Gbenga Daniel at Ifo, in Ifo
local government area during-
the proposed state-wide tour
of the governor.
Addressing a press
conference at the PDP state
secretariat in Abeokuta, Elder
Akinwonmi alleged that nine
people were behind the
assassination plot on the
governor.
According to him, three
persons from neighbouring
state, who were in Abeokuta
on Monday to distribute
blackmailing documents on
Otunba Daniel were arrested
by the police.
Elder Akinwonmi, while
giving insight to the alleged
plot declared that a secret
| meeting was held at the
| house of a legislator in Ibara
j by nine men, adding that this
| development has emba-
| rrassed the PDP and all the

good people of Ogun State.

“We cannot imagine at
this level of our civilisation

\ and democracy that some evil
minded individuals will plan
to eliminate the man adjudged

las the best governor in
Nigeria."A man that has
brought the dividend of
democracy to all the people
of Ogun State. A man whole
humility is almost to thepoint
| ofa fault.”

The secretary PDP Ogun
State said the Peoples
Democratic Party in the state
has directed a full scale
investigation into the
allegation, assured that
Iwhoever that is involved no
i matter highly placed in the

From KayodeAjibola,
Correspondent (Abeokuta)

PDP party orrival parties will
be dealt with according to the
law.

Elder Akinwonmi accused
a neighbouring state as the
arrowhead of the plans to
foment evil against Ogun
State alleging that a*number
of clandestine activities have
been uncovered by the party
in the state.

Elder Akinwonmi,
however assured the people
ofthe state that the PDP party
in the state was equal to the
task, adding that it has been
resolved to .defend and
protect the interest of our
governor at all cost in
whatever circumstance.

Meanwhile, the Ogun
State Police Relation Officer
(PPRO), DSP Femi Awoyale,
confirmed itto ourreporterin
a phone interview yesterday
that three people were arrested
by the police, for distributing
inciting leaflets that could
cause chaos in the state.

ombe State Governor,
GAIhaji Muhamad

Danjuma Goje, has
directed the. police command
to arrest political thugs
known as Yan Kalare in the
state.

The governor said any
youth seen carrying weapons
and harassing people in the
name of party loyalty should
be arrested and dealt with
accordingly.

Governor Goje was addre-
ssing youth who they paid
him athank-you visit over the
inclusion ofone oftheir own,
the PDP youth leader, Alhaji
Abubakar Mu’azu, among
the state’s delegates to the

Daily Trust

dends

people believed that the
House was not doing any
work because we were not
abusing people and grand-
standing against the execu-
tive arm of government,”
adding that it was really
difficult then to persuade
people that there were other
ways of managing disputes.

Hon. Masari assured the
youths that the House of
Representatives  would
dedicate itselfto even better
service to Nigerians.

mo State House of

CAssembly has

solved to probe
Marte local government
chairman, Dr. Abubakar Ali
Kullima for allegation of
financial impropriety and
mismanagement.

The House resolved to
carry out the probe following,
a petition sent to it by some
members of the All Nigeria
People Party (ANPP) from the
local government area.

: Some people within the
ANPP in Bomo State however
see the probe as a fall out of
the political crisis between
Governor Ali Modu Sherrif
and the member representing
Maiduguri metropolis consti-
tuency in the House ofRepre-
sentatives, Barrister Umara
Kumalia, seen as Dr. Kullima’s
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From Abduliahi Bego,
i Regional Editor (North East)

political godfather. The probe
is therefore seen by those
people as witch hunt by
Sherrif’s supporters in the
house.

Members of the Borno
assembly decided to setup a
three-man probe panel when
speaker of the House, Alhaji
Goni All Modu read the
petition letter sent by the
Marte local government
ANPP members.

The probe panel was the
suggestion of Alhaji Zanna

Abia State Governor, ChiefOrjiKalu with the Director General, National Orientation Agency, Alhaji
Idi Faruk, during a visitto the Chairman, Abia State Football Association, Mr. Emeka Inyama at his

hometown, Umuwawa, Abia State.

A007- Bafarawa lauds

oVEVRER N ik figly n f

G rAbia State was over
Ithe weekend commen-
ded for his courage to contest
for the number one seat of
this country.

Governor of Sokoto State,
Alhaji Attahiru Dalhatu
Bafarawa made the commen-
dation while welcoming his
Abia State counterpart to
Sokoto.

Governor Bafarawa said
there was the need fpr the
younger generation to come
out and take the lead noting
that even though they are not
from the same party that he

dpdcing

|From Mohammed Abubakar,!
Correspondent (Gombe)
proposed national conference
on political reforms.
According to him, “I have
directed the police to arrest
any youth Who engages in
unlawful activities even ifhe’s
my son, Ahmed. Nobody
sht*jld see himselfabove the
law just because he helped
my party during campaign.”
He added that he was
aw”re somejxominent people
in the state who are against
his administration, are
sponsoring these youths
warning that they would be
unmasked and arrested too.
He absolved youths ofhis

From Abdulfatai Abdulsalami,
Correspondent (Sokoto)

will not stop from praying for
him for the realisation of this
noble goal.

The  Sokoto State
governor expressed confi-
dence that Oiji Kalu could
make it having administer
Abia for two term succe-
ssfully, adding that most of
the presidential candidates in
United State of America are
former governors.

In his words, “as far as |
am concerned as amember of
ANPP who is loyal to the party

party of fermenting trouble in
the state saying they are all
from the opposition.

“The police have recently
arrested some youths for
unlawful activities and none
of these youths is a member
of my party,” said the
governor.

The governor’s directive
to the police came amidst
media reports ofthe activities
of Yan Kalare who have
constituted themselves into
terror gangs, engaging in
fights that often result in
bloodshed as well as
harassing political office
holders in the name of
begging for alms.

Kalu’s courage

and continue to be loyal, we
have not started discussing
that project now.

“If we start talking about
that project | hope to invite
you to come and join our
party (ANPP) for the reali-
sation of your ambition,”
adding that what they are
doing now is resolving their
differences which they did
successfully.

Speaking earlier, the Abia
State governor remarked that
he was in Sokoto in the
continuation of his building
of unity and bridge of
oneness, as well as to commi-
serate and condole him on the
fire incident at the central
market recently which resul-
ted in the loss of lives and
properties.

Orji Kalu explained that he
was also in the state to
congratulate his father, the
former president, Alhaji Shehu
Aliyu Usman Shagari on his
80 birthday, adding that 80k
years in anybody’s life is not
easy especially for a former
president of the country.

Governor Kalu assured
that despite party differences
between him and Bafarawa,
their brotherhood would still
be there whether he is in
politics or out of politics,
adding that he is a man who
knows no party but believe
in development.

Agid, an ANPP memberofthe !
House representing Kala
Balga local government area.
Agid had suggested that j
based on the allegations
contained in the petition, the |
House should set up an
investigation committee to |
look at the allegation.

However, the fact that the
house broke away from its
recess to discuss the matter
in a special session two weeks
before the official date of;
resumption, made some j
voices within the ANPP to
allege that the house move "
might not be unrelated with
the on-going ‘cold war’
between the two seniorANPP
politicians in the state, Sherrif
and Kumalia.

The sour Kumalia-Shenifi
relationship is threatening to
sunder the ANPP into j
factions with potential |
implications for the party’s
future electoral fortunes. No
date has been fixed for the
completion of the House
probe of the Marte local |
government chairman.

PDPyouthgroup
deniesplotto
Impeach

By Zainab Alimi, Political \

Reporter
he national co-j
ordinator of the

Peoples Democratic ]
Party (PDP) youth vanguards, j
Mr. YusufAhmed, has denied |
media reports (not Daily \
Trust) that a group loyal to j
ChiefChris Ubawas plotting j
to impeach.Senate President,
Chief Adolphus Wabara.

The alleged impeachment
plot started making the
rounds following Chief
Wabara’s failure to stop the
replacement of Senator
Ikechukwu Abana with
former Senator, ChiefBen Obi.

Calling for perpetrators of
the false stories to leave Chief
Uba’s name out ofthe alleged
impeachment, the group
stated in a press release
signed by its national
coordinator that no iota of
truth exists in the whole story
which it described as a|
figment ofthe imagination of
originators of the falsehood. |

“Dr. Andy and ChiefUba j
are not senators” the
statement said, “and only !
senators can remove a senate
president. Let the impression j
not be created that the 109 ;
senators do not know who |
should lead us to warrant a
presidential aide to come and
impose a senate president for
them.”

The group said that just |
because Chief Andy Uba, »
personal aide to President
Olusegun Obasanjo works in
the presidency did notjustify j
linking his name with the
alleged impeachment plot, |
and that he should be left to
pursue his undertakings j
without dragging his name in
the mud.
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was great expectation.'
Tfye hope and positive
cs_anticipation were hinged
Ythe five star performance,
ustin Okocha, the Super
[Eagles and Bolton Wanderers
kkipper posted at the African
Cup ofNations tournament in
,Tunisia February 2004.

Okocha, who was on top of
his game, practically dusted
every other star to twinkle
and sparkle like a meteor. His
skills; prolific, artful and
masterful set tongues
wagging that the sun may
have set for his forays into the
prestigious hall of fame.

The former PSG pearl
lived up to high billing in all
the matches inspiring the
bunch that lacked shrewd
technical bench with his on-
the-,pitch technical
instructions that impacted
positively on the Eagles.

Okocha scored CAF’s
1000th Nations Cup goal. He
was the most valuable player,
the highest goal scorer and
led the best behaved team of
the fiesta. His exploits were
crowned alas not with the
prestigious Unity Cup but a
bronze that tasted like gold.

These set the stage for high
expectation and hope. Many
were convinced he had done
enough to justify being
named Africa’s best for the
year.

However, it seems the.
splendid performance was a
mere flash in the palm. His
exploits less than inspiring
and were even punctuated by
disheartening bouts of
injuries that ensured he was
as inconsistent as
inconsistency itself.

Even in Bolton, Okocha
flopped repeatedly

L>ailv Trust

Sports

African Footballer of the year

By Patrick Andrew, senior
Sports Reporter
engendering anxious care
from his pious devotees.
Inspite ofthe signs of failure,
many chose to anchor their
faith pn the believe that his
Naticjns Cup exploits which
commanded about 60 per
cent parameter for selecting
Africa’s best player would be

the clicher.

They were wrong. Nations
Cup is only one of the major
criteria. The others being
CAF, EUFA Champions
leagues, Confederation Cup,
World Cup qualifiers.

It would seem reasonable
to assume that the eventual
winner, Samuel Eto’o Files,
had overwhelming edge.
Albeit, the Cameroun
prodigy was a shade of
himself at the Nations Cup
fiesta, he took up the gauntlet
stepped up his game and has
ever been consistent.

Unlike Okocha, who
falters, whether due to injury
or lackadaisical altitude,
Eto’o remained a constant
decimal on the pitch scoring
at virtually every match. His
consistency was as sure as
dawn.

So far in the season, Eto’o
has banged in 17 goals for
Barcelona. He never missed
any World Cup qualifiers for
Cameroun and has always

posted splendid
performance.
So, consistency,

participation in major.games
and outstanding
performances marked him
out and justified his choice.

However, Okocha’s
greatest albatross may have
been NFA’s administrative

PAST WINNERS

Full list of African Footballer of the Year award Winners:

1970:
1971:
1972:
1973:
1974:
1975:
1976:
1977:
1978:
1979:
1980:
1981:
1982:
1983:
1984:
1985:
1986:
1987:
1988:

Salif Kcita (St Etienne, France and Mali)

Ibrahim Sunday (Asante Kotoko and Ghana)

Cherif Souleymane (Hafia and Guinea)

Tshimen Bwanga (TP Mazembe Englebert and Zaire)
Paul Moukila (CARA Brazzaville and Congo)

Ahmed Karas (Mohammedia and Morocco)

Roger Milla (Canon Yaounde and Cameroon)

Tarak Dhiab (Esperance and Tunisia)

Karim Abdoul Razak (Asante Kotoko and Ghana)
Thomas Nkono (Canon Yaounde and Cameroon)

Jean Manga Onguene (Canon Yaounde and Cameroon)
Lakhdar Belloumi (GCR Mascara and Algeria)
Thomas Nkono (Espanyol, Spain and Cameroon)
Mahmoud Al Khatib (At Ahli and Egypt)

Theophile Abega (Toulouse, France and Cameroon)
Mohamed Timoumi (Royal Armed forces and Morocco)
Badou Kzaki (Real Mallorca, Spain and Morocco)
Rabah Madjcr (FC Porto, Portugal and Algeria)
Kalusha Bwalya (Cercle Bruges, Belgium and Zambia)

1:1989: George Weah (Monaco. France and Liberia)

hi990:

Roger Milla (St Denis, Reunion and Cameroon)

1991: Abedi Pele Aycw (Marseille, France and Ghana)
1992: Abedi Pele Ayew (Marseille, France and Ghana)

Rashidi “>'kini (Victoria! Setubal, Portugal and Nigeria)
Emmanuel Amunike (Sporting Lisbon, Portugal and Nigeria)

Mustapha Hadji (Deportivo Coruna, Spain and Morocco)

1993:

iii994:

1995: George Weah (AC Milan, Italy and Liberia)
1996: Nwankwo kanu (Inter Milan, Italy and Nigeria)
1997: Victor Ikpeba (Monaco, France and Nigeria)
1998:

1999: Nwankwo Kanu (Arsenal. England and Nigeria)
2000: Patrick Mboma (Parma, Italy and Cameroon)
2001: El-liadji Diouf (Rennes, France and Senegal)
2002: El-Hadji Diouf (Liverpool, England and Senegal)
2003: Samuel Eto'o (Real Mallorca, Spain and Cameroon)
2004:

Samuel Eto’o (Barcelona, Spain and Cameroon)

The award was organised by the French soccer magazine 'France Football'
until 1994, after: which the Confederation ofAfrican Football instituted d

ineptitude. Not withstanding
the buck passing a
manifestation of the
“Nigerian Factor” in the issue
ofwho acknowledged receipt
of the nomination forms at
the NFA secretariat: whether
one Bola Oyeyede or Mrs.
Idowu” the onus lies with
Taiwo Ogunjobi, who failed
to act, when it was necessary.
Why were the forms not
distributed to those to vote?
What about the NFA board?
Should not members have
been concerned with this all

important matter? No, losing
some 25 points is no mean
issue and someone should
pay the prize for this show of

negligence.
This lapse brings to the
fore the quality of

administrators who run the
affairs of football in this
country and are even now
pulling the strings to stay put
on the job which they have
shown glaring incompetence.
Whoever was responsible has
done Okocha permanent
harm period.

QutragegreetsJay

igerians have expressed
outrage over what they
termed the denial of the

captain of the senior nati

soccer team, Austin Jay Jay
Okocha, from winning the
highly prized African Footballer
of the Year award.

Atthe CAF/MTN award held
in Durban, South Africa, on
Tuesday night, Cameroon’s
Samuel Eto’o Fils once more
beat the Nigerian midfielder to
the coveted prize.

Chief coach of the national
soccer team, Christian Chukwu,
told KICK OFF: “l am sad, very
sad about this development.”

He accused the Confederation
of African Football (CAF) of
“playing politics with this award
in giving a Cameroonian
Samuel Eto’o Fils a second
time.”

Chukwu said: “This denial of
Okocha is very painful. When
somebody merits something, he
should not be denied that thing.
Okocha merited this award over
Eto’o or any player for that
matter. But | am happy the
player himself understands the
politics of CAF and he will not
allow it to weigh him down.”

“If we are to go by the
performance for last season,
there is no player whose
performance matched that of
Okocha. He was the most
valuable player at the African
Cup of Nations, and he was
equally outstanding in his club.
CAF were unfair to him and to
Nigeria as a whole.”

Former national team coach,
Tunde Disu, attributed the
failure of the Super Eagles
captain to win the award to “the
Francophone Versus
Anglophone politics in CAF.”

Disu declared: “When you
talk of star performance,
Okocha has an edge over any
player in the continent. In the
past two years, there is no player
like him technically. Caf’s
method of selecting the best
player is faulty. They should
borrow a leaffrom FIFAwho are
more transparent.”

A former Nigeria
international, Henry Nwosu,
also told KICK OFF: “It is
unfair that Cafwill deny Okocha
of the award for the third time.

“I must say CAF did not do a
goodjob. From his performance
last year, he ought to have won
easily.”

However, Nwosu advised the
Eagles captain not to be

Jay loss

discouraged.

“He should not feel bad with
this development for this is not
the end ofthe world even though
nobody is really happy with
what has happened.”
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again

Austin Okocha

Eto’osparklesonbig stage at Barcelona

child-like enthusiasm
for the game,
electrifying pace and a

burning desire to succeed are
some of the ingredients that
have helped Samuel Eto’o
scoop his second successive
African Player of the Year
award.

The 23-year-old Barcelona
and Cameroon striker has
already won the African
Nations Cup twice, an
Olympic gold medal and the
King’s Cup and is now well
on course to win his first
league title.

The Primera Liga’s leading
scorerwith 17 goals, six more
than last season’s leading
marksman Ronaldo, Eto’o
could challenge the
Brazilian’s 34 strikes when
he was at the Catalan club in
1996-97.

A nervous, fidgety figure
on the pitch, Eto’o torments
even the most well-drilled
defences with his darting runs
in search of the ball. When
he does receive it, his
devastating turn of pace
makes him almost impossible
to stop.

No wonder many Real
Madrid fans wonder why
president Florentino Perez
turned down the opportunity
to buy a player the club
already had a half share in
and then sold him to their

arch-rivals.

Spotted by a Real Madrid
scout when he was just 15
playing for Cameroon in a
youth tournament in the Ivory
Coast, the wiry centre
forward was whisked away
from his homeland to sign for
the Spanish giants in 1996.

Real’s oversight in
forgetting to pick him up
from Madrid airport when he
arrived.in the Spanish capital
was the first in a series of
careless acts that have
returned to haunt them.

Initially the prospect of
allowing the young talent to
sit on the bench as cover for
Raul and Fernando
Morientes persuaded Real to
loan the striker out to second
division neighbours Leganes,
then Espanyol and finally
Real Mallorca.

The islanders were quick
to realise his value, however,
and despite severe cash-flow
problems stumped up a club
record $6.31 million to buy
half his rights in 2001.

Renowned for his cool
finishing, fiery temper and
commitment to the cause,
Eto’o quickly became a
favourite with the Son Moix
faithful despite his poor
disciplinary record. ,

He even promised to buy
30,000 euros worth oftickets
for fans to apologise for a

2004 award winners

The winners of the 2004 African football awards handed out in Durban on

Tuesday:

African Footballer of the Year: Samuel Eto’o (Barcelona, Spain and Cameroon)

Team of the year: Tunisia
Club of the year. Enyimba (Nigeria)

Coach of the year: Okey Emordi (Enyimba, Nigeria)

Goalkeeper of the year: Ali Boumnijel (Club Airicain and Tunisia)

Young Player of the Year: Obafemi Martins (Inter Milan, Italy and Nigeria)
Best African Champions League player: Vincent Enyeama (Enyimba, Nigeria).
African Women’s Footballer of the Year: Perpetua Nkwocha (Nigeria).
Best African Goal of the Year: Benni McCarthy (FC Porto, Portugal and South

Africa).

sending-off against
Barcelona that resulted in
him being banned for four
matches.

Eto’o was elevated to hero
status when he steered
Mallorca to victory in the
2003 King’s Cup final,
scoring two brilliant goals
and winning the penalty that
gave the club their first major
title with a 3-0 win over
Recreativo Huelva.

His best performances,
however, came against Real.
He inspired Mallorca to a 4-
0 win over the nine-times
European champions in the
Cup quarter-finals and tore
them to shreds in the league
as he spearheaded a famous
5-1 win at the Bemabeu.

He repeated the trick last
season, scoring another
double in the islanders’ 3-2
win at Real, a performance
that brought him to the
attention ofthe Catalans.

They persuaded Perez to
go back on his promise that
Eto’o would never play for
"Barcelona by paying 25
million euros to secure his
services.

Six months later, there is
not a Barca fan who would
not have gladly paid double
that sun) for a player whose
goals have fired the club to
the top of the table and
inspired the Catalans to a 3-
1 victory over Real at the
Nou Camp in November.

“Eto’o is, without doubt,
the most decisive player in
the league,” says team mate
and World Player ofthe Year
Ronaldinho. “He is
incredibly important to us
and I’m delighted to be able
to play alongside him.”

Eto’o himself is,
determined to live up to his"
billing.

“l can’t let Barcelona
down,” he says. “Thety paid
a lot of money for me and |
want to make my mark here
by helping to begin a new
era.”
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he organizers-of the
smi-autonomous
league have directed
all premier and progressional
league clubs to submit their
security plans to the NFL
secretariat.
According to the NFL
scribe, Salihu Abubakar, the

NFA disowns
MINA.)

he NFA = . has
disassociated itself
from MINAJ which

. . . 3sC
claims it has an exis Bg

contract to beamjtremier
league matches live.

MINAJ had sought and
obtained an injunction
restraining African Indep-
endent Television (AIT) from
televising live the premier
lgague match between Kwara
Utd. andNationale.

MINAJ had claimed that
its contract with the NFA on
the league was still binding
despite claims by the NFA
that the contract was termin-.
ated for non-performance.

But the chairman techni-
cal committee of the NFA
board dismissed the claims
on the proceeds that the
contract had expired last
November. Suleiman David
said last Tuesday that
MINAJ has no legally
binding contract noting that
the NFA reserved the right to
terminate any contract that
fails to meet its terms.

Suleiman regretted that
the MINAJ contract failed to
honour its contractual obliga-
tion which was to beam live
|matches ofthe premier leag-
ue.

Even then, the NFA had
only Monday given MINAJ
an ultimatum to commence
forthwith the live telecast of
the premier league this
weekend as well as pay it the
full monetary value based on
the claimed existing contr-
acts.

Suleiman, however insi-
sted that there was no such
contract any more since the
board and the NFA at its
annual general meeting had
terminated the contract even
only after the tenure ended.

“So, one wonders on
what grounds, MINAJ wants
to still claims ownership of
the right to beam the premier
league matches live.
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Premier League

NFL Insists on security plans

By Patrick Andrew, Senior
Reporter (Sports\

plans would enable them to
assess the adequacy or
otherwise and the safety of

fans at such venues.

The NFL gave the order
after observing inadequacies
in security arrangements in
two venues: llorin and

Nationale and Shooting
Stars, Nasarawa Utd clashed
for the maximum points.
Though Salihu said there
was no security breach at
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Briefs
Clash ofjersey

There were clash ofjerseys in two centres; llorin and Ibaddan.
Kwara United and Nationale had the problem while the
following day host Shooting Stars and Nasarawa United had
clash of colours forcing Nasarawa United to put on pink bib
over their white top.

Goals

An average oftwo goals per match were scored in nine matches
last weekend. Inall, 20 goals out ofwhich 15 Were scored by
host teams were scored in the opening match

Ibadan where Kwara united poth venues, he was Only Bergerand Gateway b;
R e s It s however not satisfigd with First |
. ) the entrance and exit ways 1 goa . .
Lobi Stars 3 El-Kanemi 0 and other arrangements for  Ladi Gasper of 3SC scored the first goal of the season five
Kwara United 3 Nationale 0 E - ge minutes after the match against Nasarawa Utd. got under
- . vacuation of fans in an event - : .
Ejolphin Insurance (PP) ofuntoward incident. way. Ofthe 20 goals scored, nine were sc_ored in the first half.
Gabros 1 Rangers 1 “We want. in fact. insist Only one was through pfenalty by Aliyu M(_)hammed of
Gombe United 2 Wikki 1 o 1S Tornadoes. Bala Manu 7 minute goal was two minute short of
: on the respective security the record.
Tornadoes 1 Enyimba 1 plans of clubs so that we can
Zamfara United 1 Sharks O guarantee the safety of Cards
3 Nasarawa United 1 spectators. Two red and 10 yellows cards were issued. The red went to
1 Pillars 1 “We are insisting on Rar_lgers goalkeeper, _Segun Oluwaniyrand Gabros Taju Ok_otie
Berger 0. Gateway 0 seeing the plans because we while three players in the Berger, Gateway match received
bookings the highest in a month.
do not want to be told but
Weel_< Il matches must see prove ofavailability ¢ rowd pullers
Warriors' VS Kwara Utd. and readiness to implement  The Shooting Stars/Nasarawa Gabros/Rangers and Kwara
Nationale VS Dolphin same to enhance the beauty  United, National were the most watched matches, statistics
Insurance VS Gabros of the league and encourage  showed that no fewer than 10,000 spectators were on hand,
Rangers VS Gombe Utd. fans to turn up en mass to  even though officials at Ilorin gave 5591 as attendance, a
WikKi VS Tornadoes watch matches.” figure NFL strongly contested. *
Enyimba VS Zamfara Utd.
Sharks VS 3sC
Nasarawa VS NPA
Pillars VS Berger
Gateway VS Lobi Stars
Preleague Week I fixtures
Division 1A
Adamawa Utd. VS Buffalo
Raiders VS Kogi Utd.
JUTH VS Plateau Utd.
Kaduna Utd. \s VON
Jigawa Stars VS Mighty Jets
BON VS Court of Appeal
SEC VS Ranch Bees
NEPA VS Yobe Stars
Division 1B -
Crown VS Globe Stars
Bayesa Utd. VS Delta Utd.
Sunshine VS Bendel Utd. Players of Tornadoes and Gombe Utd. filing out last season to trade tackles for maximum points.
Ila Orogun VS F.C. Ebedei
Akwa Utd. VS Ocean Boys
Ebonyi VS First Bank VA‘ A N < Y
Rovers , VS OUK Utd.*
Union Bank VS Bussdor
*FormerlyAbia Warrors Y 00JINENGINEERING (NIG) CO, LTD.
In its desire to meet the aspiration of the Nasarawa State Government to
TOp scorers provide an adequate supply ofpotaple water, YOOJIN ENGINEERING
Ladi Gas 35C , (NIG) LTD. hasbeen contracted to buildaDAM atFarin Ruwa Development
per , (5:45)
. Area.
ChinazorOkeke 63rd N N .
Zubair Kazeem Nasarawa 39 YO(_)_JIN ENGINEERING thgrefore_lr_wnes appllqat_lons from suitably
Emmanuel AtoAbasi NPA (257) qualified candidates for the following positions and disciplines:
Prince Olomu Enyimba (37) _OPERATORS OF
Aliyu Muhammad Tornadoes (48" i. Bulldozers Excavators
Hassan Abdulayiu Pillars (85) iii. Breakers iv. Pay loaders
NstkakAkpan KwaraUtd. (43’) v. Scrappers vi. Rollers
Isah Ali Iseh Kwara Utd.  (667) vii. Cranes viii. Mixertrucks
Chukwuma Akabueze Kwara Utd.  (85) ix. Crawlerdrills X. Vulcanisers
Bala Manu Gombe Utd.  (77) xi. Welders xii. Lathe operators
Simeon Shehu Gombe Utd.  (267) xiii. Dump truck driver (must have aminimum of5 five years good working
Onyekachi Okoye Lobi Stars (35 experience in arenowned company in Nigeria)
Duke Udi Lobi Stars
Chinedu Ezimora Lobi Stars RUMENERATIO_N .
vawale Yusuf Wikki (747 The salary package is negotiable andvery ATTRACTIVE
Akami Valentine Gabros METHOD OFAPPLICATION
Igho Otegheri Rangers Interested candidates should send in their hand-written applications enclosing

Dolphin play Insurance on Feb. 23

Premier League defending champions, Dolphin of Port
Harcourt are to engage Insurance of Benin on February 23
for the maximum points.

The star encounter could not hold last Weekend because
Dolphin had CAF Champions League date with Renacimiento
ofEquitorial Guinea.

Consequently, NFL has rescheduled the fierce encounter for
next Wednesday some three days after both must have had
their maiden premier league clash this season.

detailed curriculum vitae, photocopies of all credentials, two 2 passport
photographs and contact telephone number between February 17,2005 and

February 26,2005 to:

NASARASACKS & PACKAGING CO. LTD
AKWANGA, NASARAWA STATE.

Signed
MANAGEMENT
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BroadcastRight: Club owners dareJV

lub proprietors have
directed the Nigerian
Football League

(NFL) to ignore the threat of

Kwara United
Il remain in
llorin -Bello

ara fans have their
IQgsured that their hope
f watching their

beloved team, Kwara United at
the llorin' stadium,. lorin will
not be dashed. J

The stadium, which featured
the star match of the week one
of the 2005 premier league

: season, between Kwara United
and visiting Iwuanyanwu
Nationale was deemed to be

Ibelow the standard
recommended by the NFL,
which resorted to impose a ban
on the venue.

The NFL leadership, who
watched the opening match at
the stadjum, scored it low
because of the patchy nature of
the pitch in addition to lopsided
nature of the terrain itself.
Besides, spectators seats were
said to be eye sore.

Kwara United officials were
: thus given two weeks to put the
stadium in order or be ready to
move to a better venue, as the
NFL wants all venues to be TV
friendly pitches and to have
comfortable seats for fee playing
spectators.

However, Kawara United

mChairman Dr. Ayo Bello has
assured that the stadium will
meet the expectation ofthe NFL
inspecting team and the
spectators.

“The llorin Stadium was
given till our next home match
to improve on the state of the
epitch to the standard expected.
B i : can assure that we would
piav our next home match in
llorin, because Kwara United

> ived to another

vinemeston

Tuesday when

Sorm, the si it mofthe pitch
nproved t mendously.

The pito Heir' orated to that

—a, mizetoi relcssness of
the peopls in  ’ e but things

"inorder,” Dr
hv m -aid '

Y-—.

By AbdulRaheem Aodu
Sports Reporter

MINAJ Broadcast
International (MBI) and enter
into discussions with
television stations, who are
ready and willing to buy the
broadcast right and beam the
2005 premier league matches
live to Nigerian audience.
TJie league club owners
saitj yesterday, after their

one-day meeting in Abuja,
that Minaj has no telecast
right over the league since the
initial contract they signed
was severed last November
due to poor performance and
inability to pay up the agreed
contract fees.

“The NFL determined the
position of MINAJ and
uncovered that it has no right
to contest the TV broadcast
right of league matches. We

also discovered that MINAJ
contract has been cancelled
by the NFA due to poor
performance since last year,”
League club owners
secretary, Barrister lyke
Igboukwe said.

He added that the NFL will
now go ahead to discuss
sponsorship agreement with
interested TV stations,
following which a new
contract that wili—be

..Phase out play-offs

ie innovative play-off

that was used as life

line to rescue teams
relegated from the premier
league last season and to
increase the number ofteams
in the elite league has been
described as misnomer.

Consequently Club
Owners Association has
directed the Nigeria Football
League to phase out play-offs
from the statute guiding the
premier and professional
league.

The body also said,
following their one-day
meeting in Abuja yesterday,
that four teams will be
relegated from the Premier
League this season, while two
teams each will be promoted
from the two professional
league groups.

Three of the league
constitution on promotion
and relegation of teams is to
be amended as follows: Two
top clubs ofeach professional
divisions A and B are to be
promoted to the ptomier
division, while the four last
teams will be relegated from
the premier league to the
professional divisions.

“Also, the last four clubs
in each of the professional

league groups will be
dropped to the amateur
division at the end of the
season. Play -off has been
abolished from Nigerian
Football League
constitution,” Club owners
secretary, Barrister lyke
Igbokwe, disclosed after their
meeting.

Barrister Igbokwe, who
also serves as secretary of
Gabros FC, added that the
club owners are satisfied with
the league proceedings so far,
even as they commended the
NFL for ajob well done.

He also said the situation
which led to the disruption of
the league match between
Gabros and Enugu Rangers
last weekend in Aba was not
the making of the teams
supporters but that of
overzealous fans.

There was no protest from
any of the teams because
what happened was nobody’s
faultand it could happen any
where.”

Six teams benefitted from
the play-offs introduced by
the NFA as part of
arrangement to expand the
18-team Pre'mier League
format to 20. The teams were

Nigeria hQsts commonwealth
handbal championship

Igeria has ‘'een
offered the h ting
right of the
Commonwealth J-16

Handball Champions!

The championship, v. is
for both male and ale
youths, was awarded  «CT
Sports Council b he
Commonwealth H
Secretariat, now sit in
Nigeria.

In a letter sent to t T
minister. Malam b el-
Rufa’l availah
Trustsports, the e
director of
Commonwealth H
Association, Mala:
Attahiru request "he
minister to ass; he
association by hos

youth competition.

Malam Attahiru als<

feeding and acconr
facilities for the 3f

and oi ‘ah

featu

Wi, !

respectively, is billed to run
between August 18 and 28,
2005.
Meanwhile, FCT Sports
Council has set machinery in
motion to reach a workable
agreement with the
commonwealth sport body.
FCT deputy director sports
development, Bwamba
Ayuba Kwali disclosed to
Trustsports yesterday that
they are making enquiries on
the logistics needed to host
the English speaking nations.
“We are making enquiries
about hotel accommodation
and other logistic. Once that
is done, we would discuss
with the Commonwealth
Handball Association
workable agreement ahead of
thechampionship.
“The acting director ofsnorts
will then advise the minister
properly on the
hampionsh> " He sat-
\istspor*

Wikki Tourists, Mighty Jets,
Ebonyi Angels, Plateau
United, Kwara United and
Adamaw'a United, which
declined to participate.

beneficial to both parties will
be signed.

“The club owners have
empowered the NFL
leadership to go ahead and
discuss sponsorship
arrangement with TV
organisations. The NFL
chairman has also been
mandated to fight the Minaj
broadcast right imbroglio to
the final conclusion,” he
added.

“The body, however,
reiterated that the current
arrangement with AIT, that
was put on hold last weekend
due to Minaj’s court action,
will be continued this
weekend as the star match of
the week will be televised
live by the AIT station.

“This weekend the star
match of the Premier league
will be televised live by AIT
in continuation ofthe existing
arrangement that was
scuttled by Minaj’s spurious
court order.

This arrangement is
however a temporary one that
would remain in piacc until
3 concrete sponsorship
arrangement is achieved by
the NFL,” he concluded.

Trustsportsrecalls that AIT
crews were on ground at the
llorin stadium ready to
televise the Kwara United/
Iwuanyanwu Nationale
match before it was stopped
by Minaj’s court order, which"*
restrained anybody from j
encroaching on its TV j
broadcast right.

Eyimba\ goalkeeper Vincent Enyeama and his team manager, Felix
Anyansi Agwu admiring the Champions League trophy the team won at
the expense ofEtoile Du Sahel of Tunisia at the National Stadium Abuja
last December. Enyeama was named Champions League bestfor 2004
penultimate night in Pretoria, South Africa.

Pis:JoeOroye

CAF award challenges Enyeama

uper Eagles goalkeeper
S Vincent Enyeama has

exclusively told KICK
OFF that the CAF
Champions League Playerof
the Year award is a challenge
toat: « e en more in his
career.

“The av. rd sets the stage
for future clallenges for me,”
Enyeama exclusively told
KICK <1 “It makes me
aware that! mwe more things

toac! ic . my careerand |
have to - -- really hard to
justify ih  sponsibility that

this award "rings.”

He dedicated the award to
his Enyimba .earn mates and
officials without whom,
according to him, it would
not ha\e been possible.

“l just .ant to thank the
Enyi ’ 1 tsand officials
for his possible,
becaus- 't have done
this ah- E veama- said

xm o iijsr

to Ali Boum
KICK OFF
disappoim t

“1 won'
disappoint
can’t win al
win some sr.
I have boonb
Champions
voted be *g

Ayt
AS

continental
champions
targeted
Confederal
accord;..j to
and finaiiese-
Kalu said
With \Y
Envirab' »

AJinj
*>v

Nations Cup and <
Champior s League Play.
he Year.

“To wii men pres
fan ea

> mis.

The pi

unments <ij his car
>the intn Jiate fi

present the<ontu
competition. but
certain that E; yimt

iiatteam.

“l have ; do e
o::Nd tha
rhampiot’
l.eps. K Ir
nicialso- m jub

enti
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furtherthoughts on the National Conference

rriw o Sundays ago, | called up Chief Sunday
Awoniyi, the Chairman of the Arewa Consultative
JL Forum (ACF) to seek clarifications aboilt the
jspeech he presented at a recent book launch in Kaduna.
The speech has provided one lead story for the next
day’s newspaper, but as is usual With the Chief, he took
|me through some of the experiences he gathered in the
Nigerian journey. It was vintage Awoniyi, because he
spoke about several contemporary issues as well.
The most striking story he told me that evening was

— 7the effort made by Northern leaders at the height of the

jerisis around the detention of Chief Moshood Abiola, to

build bridges to the leadership of the AfeniJére elite, in
order to forge a working alliance to be able to get the
Abacha administration to release Chief Abiola from
prison.

Chief Awoniyi had led a’high-powered delegation from
the North, during the month of Ramadan to Lagos for
ti"e meeting. Even before the meeting commenced, the
prejudices were beginning to be displayed. The time set
for the meeting was eight o’clock in the night, but while
the predominantly Christian Afenifere team had been
seated, it took the Northern team, predominantly Muslim
and fasting, a few minutes behind schedule to arrive
the venue.

Chief Awoniyi told me that the Yoruba team had begun
|[to accuse the Northern team of “their usual arrogance,”
until he reminded them that these people had travelled
all the way from Kaduna because they genuinely believed
there was the need for all Nigerians to work together at
| such a critical point in our national history. Besides, he
said, these were people who had just broken their fast,
and would then relax a little and go on to pray.

He went further that no sooner had he finished
speaking, than other members of the Northern team
entered the hall. One of the landmark agreements
reached at the meeting, was that halfa million signatures
would be collected in the North, two-fifty thousand in
the West and another two-fifty thousand in the East.

The idea would then be to present a total of a million
signatures to the Abacha junta showing that Nigerians
from all over the country were united in the demand for
the freedom of Chief MKO Abiola. The next meeting
was to hold in Kaduna, but not only did the Afenifere
team refused to come up North, they did not bother to
try to collect the signatures; But they did even worse,
because they eventually would announce that ChidfMKO
Abiola was receiving his comeuppance for opposing
Chief Obafemi Awoiowo in the past!

I leamt a lot from the discussion | had with Chief
jSunday Awoniyi that evening, because in a tangential
Imanner | received confirmation of what I had long
known to be one of the elements of the mindset of the
:Afenifere elite, and that is a persecution complex which
Imakes them assume that somehow, Northerners feel
‘superior’ in their relationship with other Nigerians.
That’s why they never tire to say that Yoruba people
don’t want to dominate others, but won’t allow anybody
jto dominate them.

Especially for Northern delegates who will attend the
forthcoming conference, it is important to understand
|this mindset, because of the attitudes it has fostered in
Ithe political theory and practice of that elite, and how it
has shaped their attitude to contemporary Nigerian
statecraft. It is in fact in that complex psychological
baggage that we must locate the ceaseless demand for
Sovereign National Conference or the need for the
jrestructuring of Nigeria as well as that sometimes,
exasperating display of a victim’s complex, even when
it is one of theif.sons that has been ruling Nigeria since
the return of democracy in 1999.

It is very important for our delegates to remember
that Nigeria is a country of conspiracy theories, and a
lot of times events have often flowed in a way that seem
tojustify those conspiracy theories. Let me tell you about
some of them. Before the last elections, it begun to make
the rounds that Obasanjo would eventually hold the
National Conference to achieve the restructuring that
the elite of Yoruba land had always canvassed and also

Is'haq Modibbo Kawu
K»WMHM>«llhIMK«ytthi»tutnn

achieve the overturn of the local government structure
as ii presently is, in order to ensure that the
preponderance of local governments in the North is
reigned in.

These were some of the conspiracy theories making
the rounds in 2003. Well, as it turned out, the Obasanjo
who has long emphasised that no nation can have two
sovereign powers, has now lined up a conference, which
despite the quixotic posturing of the PRONACO

President Olusegun Obasanjo

elements; might actually have been primed to achieve
the same agenda, even while we are expected to believe
there is no meeting point between Obasanjo and the Wole
Soyinkas and the Enahoros. I did not forget the statement
of the Late Bola lge, that he was in Obasanjo’s
government because it is implementing Afenifere's
agenda. It is a statement that has not been denied to this
day.

Northern delegates should therefore bear these facts
in mind as well as also remembering the fact that for
most of Nigeria’s recent history, cutting the North to
size has been at the heart of the political strategies of
the elite of the South-West especially, and they have
used their control of the Lagos-lbadan press to canvas
that strategy for years.

In the First Republic, the North was too big and
despite everything that Chief Awoiowo did, including
fanning the embers of minority agitations in the Middle
Belt, he was unable to achieve power. The military
intervention led to the creation of states and local
governments. Now, those who opposed the thirty-six
state structure want us to return to regions, in a structure
that Alex Ekwueme was able to canvas during Abacha’s
Constitutional Conference.

One of the lingering arguments has been the cost of
maintenance of the bureaucratic structure that our thirty-
six states brought into being, yet they want an additional,
regional structure, simply because of the possibility of
creating enclaves within which the tribalist cabal can
achieve their hegemonic control.

This is why | argued in this column two weeks ago,
that we must decisively defeat the rubbish of so-called
six g~o-political zones. The implication for the territorial
states is that they are then subsumed under an
incongruent regional structure. For example, I am from
Kwara State, and do not want to have my state collapsed
into a so-calfed North Central Region (or is it Middle
Belt?), that would be under the suzerainty of the likes
of Chief Solomon Lar!
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Hostorically, the Middle Belt idea never made sense in
llorin, where | come from and Joseph Tarka’s Middle
Belt agitation did not have any impact on the politics of
our patch of Nigeria. But in the context that is emerging
with the so-called geo-political zones, we are beinu
lumped into the basically anti-North, and often an:i-!slair.
Middle Belt concept that, in the words of Senator Joseph
Waku, has become the wheelchair used by political
disables to fintfreievance in Nigeria’s contemporary
politics.

There is also the fundamental issue of the local
government system. A major part of Obasanjo’s agenda
for setting up the Late Etsu Nupe’s Committee, was to
reverse the trend whereby there are more local
governments areas in Northerr Nigeria. The popular
beliefis that the committee did no dc f basanjo’s bidding,
and the conference is expected to be «s avenue to sound
the death knell of the local government ?tructure as it is
presently constituted. *

It is important for Northern delegates to the conference
to always remember that a scenario has been crafted
over the years whereby the North has been set out as
the villain in the context of the development of Nigeria.
The destructive rule of the various military regimes has

.sbeen equated with rule by Northerners and they have

been responsible for frankly irresponsible and racist
statements by even eminent people, such as Chiff
Richard Akinjide, to equate theft of public wealth asi
intrinsically in the Northern character! We thank God
that we have all lived through five years of Obasanjo,;
and the demystification of the alleged expertise of ai
certain section of Nigeria!

The conference will certainly be a battle ground, and
we must not kid ourselves, about the intentions of those
who have set it up. We need to go in there holding to
certain basic values that we should never allow ourselves |
to be intimidated about. The :beapest form of blackmail
is often that they will secede if their political platform is
not adopted wholesale. So issues of restructuring of
Nigeria into regions and resource control would certainly ;
generate a tremendous ar;ount of fireworks at this
conference.

Northern Nigeria should stand firm for the preservation
of Nigeria’s territorial states. These states should be!
strengthened through the devolution of more powers
and resources from the centre, so that they can truly!
become the locus of development. We must dialectrically
balance this devolution of power and resources in order |
to preserve the capacity of the Nigerian centre to also:
coordinate and be engine of growth as well as have the
resources to protect the Nigerian state.

Our delegates should decisively open up Pan-Nigerian j
alliances that would be built firmly on the basis of
construction of an independent, integrated national
economy which offers scope for the flowering of the
talents of all the Nigerian peoples’

Such a basis cannot be achieved upon the hare-|
brained, anarchic formula of ‘ethnic federations’, which i
has been vigorously promoted in the media since the j
mid-1980s, but which has no basis in the context of the i
historical evolution of the Nigerian peoples.

Itis also possible that talking to each other in a brutally
frank manner might actually be the catharsis which
various segments of Nigerian people need, in order to |
realise how historically significant the space we call
Nigeria has truly become. We all need each other and |
need our country to be able to reap the advantage which
is there potentially, but has almost always eluded us in
achievement, because of an irresponsible ruling elite.

Finally, we must use the platform of the conference
to strengthen the cause of social justice in this polity,
including | believe, instituting a proportional
representation in the political system in our country. The
winner-takes-all policy being pursued now, leaves too
many political actors out of the system, and
consequently also encourages non-state types of
activities such as criminal tendencies, violence,.
brigandage, to flourish.

Let’s wrestle to conference from whatever hidden
agenda might have informed it, and despite its
imperfections and even its unconstitutional nature if
members of the National Assembly are to be believed,
and make it work for the strengthening ofthe democratic
process in Nigeria.
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