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In all those years, there have been only two 
brief experiments, 10 years together,of constitu­
tional management. The rest nave been lost to 
partly the indiscretion of elected leaders and partly 
the peed and gratuitous messianism of ambitious 
soldiers.

The fabrics of social engineering are in dis­
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tans and opportunists direly unequipped to help 
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— an indication that all i* not well even 
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• ■ • • fleet Oil the
truism of M; r>. ■ datum that ‘ Religion 
is the ••pium of the people "

But the Nicaraguans. < ubans. South 
Afn n in I ft ■■ Afro Americans in 
North Amcn pined th at reli­
gion can be the most effective tool (nr 
social transformation XX hat is missing 
in the Nigerian practice of religion may 
be lack of vision.

There arc Mime of us. religionists, 
however, who now emphasise orthopra­
xis rather than orthod*>xv. which breeds

Religious leaden, as yow essay right­
ly revealed, do no: at all ennuder the.
Not evei
only themselves, and whatever is theirs

Those low Is. side-tracked beguiklcd 
toils who are their followers have been 
trying to forge a religion of the oppre«- 
scd. but have been failing woefully with 
each venture They are to blame be­
cause thev (the lowly, side-tracked fol­
lowers) helplessly opt to imitate their 
religious leaders, instead of making a 
detour

Relig
stinct . _____ ____
biased reasoning. Religion.
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dogmatism and fanaticism.
Bav. Ft. Uba John Ofei 
Iva. Bendel State
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rst. 29) in which 

me. I wish to 
.. _J the words in 

liratorial silence" of 
cy-Gencral Minister 
Bola Ajibola.

typewrit- 
'e-spacc, with writer s nutne, 
id. if available telephone nu>n- 
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It. 1217, Oshodi, Lagos 

Letters subject to editing.

,*^N RECORD^ -'.

What soured the human 
rights fruits?

In your story, "what soured the I' 
man rights fruit" (August. 29) in whk 
you made reference to me. I wish t 
state that I never used the words i 
quote "the conspira 
llic Hon Attorney 
of Justice. Prince B.« 
tlndai A Balogun. 
Logos

Keeping vigil
Vigilante was produced at a cost of 

N7lMi,(MX) — local and off-shore financ­
ing; not on a "miserable budf 
N/O.OOO", as you erroneously 
(September 5).

At no time did the film director, 
Adedcji Adesanya, or myself, the pro­
ducer, ever confide in your reporter, 
any information about the censorship of 
Vigilante. Your reporter, in fact, did not 
interview cither of us before going to 
press. On two different occasions, his 
requests to interview us were granted 
but he never kept cither of the appoint­
ments.
AWaix Adesanya 
lke;a. Lagos.

Better life for convicts
numerous convicts, overflowing Nigeria s few pnsons. will have to “ the

Services (Al ICS), to prepare a study on the living conditions of Conv£?s>>ltal}5*

3"-:St——E

53.000 convicts in Nigena Mcoininodatcg56 pedons, R
imuni Security P"s?"Ss while the Kano Central Prison ha.':‘’ta^»>luS 
rently housing 1.565conViet meant to cater for. 1 .s5't>U*’S kR...
opposed to the 690 personM^---------------------_--------  °70 £

- Another-look for pofi^ .
■^HE image of the

only one wash and ones.ear.‘inc uniforms to a dark ash « l(.

.......T-loa'rd Bai***
Loes no. ■"''•^-e ?„b fedcn g—m<R A

Bauchi has no “'^..nks. “«"however. that g<’v“n'm(!t
travel agencies and W (earn1- " crc;lsing pressures Of •>, '

digenes to have the VV \ x\

Malabo malaise
I refer to your write-up titled Malabo 

Malaise (August 29) and hasten to point 
out an important error. It was written 
inter alia: ‘Moreover, the regime with 
little regard for the Geneva Convention 
which protects the sanctity of diploma­
tic facilities and personnel, has un­
leashed terror on Nigerian Chancery in 
the Island of Bioko and the Embassy in 
Malabo.'

The name of the city appended to the 
same Convention as is customary in in­
ternational arrangements, is not juris- 
prudcntially correct. It should read: 
"Vienna Convention on Diplomatic 
Relations..."The same Convention was 
adopted in 1961 and it entered into force 
on April 24. 1964
Anyakwoe S Nsihmovu 
Apapa. Lagos
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Beating about the bush
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“There is yet no law, Decree 19 or 
whatever, barring even indicted past 
office holders from belonging to poli­
tical associations or parties. They may 
not hold formal offices but nothing 
says they may not make available such 
bland patronages that are capable of 
influencing the political fortunes of 
their friends”

brought this group to power, we certain­
ly cannot argue with him. But we can 
imagine that because it had been neces­
sary in the past for a new military lea e 
to see his outfit as a continuation of a 
previous one, it was not altoget herr i 
possible to presume on the suppo

them is a roundly idle exercise.
Incidentally, an abrogationi of he^vr- 

lian process,which a coup P streak 
shares a certain .Macht^eH'® eVer so 
with that process itself- Th s y\nd 
often seems to justify the spe.
the politician suffering n plot.
cial inhibitions of tn . the 
ter feels entitled Afterall,
widest possible lever g.IIiteratc> 
the Nigerian voter,still J on th

In a damning way. he _w.comer wh

SSSsgSsiS 
there has beeni a gr n manner o 8 
around the bush by e so ,oI(J,
emment spokc^enpJobia Jotting- 
obsessed v may haV^of »n‘politicians that theym J arnOun 

sfSE‘g£gs2 stsssjssr^ssris

■ sympathise greatly with the
I analyst. He takes a veritably
■ casual, even innocuous statement 
and vests it with a significance that is 
often grafted from the official standing 
and not necessarily the wisdom of its 
author Then he subjects the otherwise 
corttcmptible assertion to the length and 
breadth of his profound learning, •" 
an effort to convert what should __ 
a feeling of pity into needless exercise in 
erudite hair-splitting.

In the end, the official receives more 
than he deserves: an undemed slip of the 
tongue is thus elevated to an item of 
*cnous controversy. Yet. to ignore such 
statements may also inadvertently con­
fer an exaggerated impact on them. It 
'cents then that making sense out of the 
mistake or nonsense of rulers is an in- 

i evitable privilege they enjoy, no less 
.than it is a sentence which the commen­
tator must serve by his own vocation. 

| On the question of the ban on old 
I Politicians, for example, it’s been a hell 
"I diatribe, and some of the most ridicu­
lous tnfles in official pontification. The 
entire scheme is actually based on the 
erroneous conception that a machimstic 
exclusion of some persons, however 
bunded, is by itself a salutary invention. 
<>n the alter of which all our headaches 
for the future vanish.

No attempt is made, as a matter of 
intimate philosophical concern, to in­
stall a compulsive essence to propel the 
whole of the population forward. 
Rather, there is the lazy proposition that 
reserving the political process for the so- 
called new breed, per sc, has a magical 
tonic, and ought to inspire totally new 
visions of a humane and just polity.

To compound the problem, govern­
ment’s definition of the new breed is 
somewhat nebulous It would appear 
that what qualifies mans tor the categor­
isation is not age or impctuousncss, but a 
'tring of past political failures; not 
proven integrity or probity, but a lack of 
opportunity to have been tainted or villi- 
ficd l or instance, a man who was suc­
cessful enough to get elected into the 
Senate for the first time in 1983. and 
happened, as part of his winning streak, 
to be committee chairman, is. by the 
warped logic, banned for being so lucky.

On the other hand, a thug from the 
First Republic, soiled in the murky wa-

tors of intemperance and a ‘kill and di­
vide’ culture, but was never so well 
placed to get his party's nomination for 
an elective office, or was such an ass. 
anyway, he couldn't get elected, is now a 
‘new breed'.

In another situation, he could have 
been a financier and one of the great 
pillars of the now discredited parties, 
only that he was overly discreet about it 
and barely escaped being loudly associ­
ated with his wards.

So there is a way in which it may be 
said that the surrogates having been ban­
ned, it's time to contend with the real 
hands. However, we make a fun­
damental error in even attempting the 
differentation. The politician is afterall 
anybody actively, not always visibly, in­
volved or associated with group struggle 
for power. The instructive word is

"actively" and that includes the most 
clandestine of forms on which invari­
ably arc founded the real structures of 
the"soap-box show by only a few popu­
larises. You sec, we arc talking of a 
massive human activity. Efforts to de­
lineate precise lines of individual respon­
sibility in this patiently voluntary enter­
prise, belong really to the realm of naive 
prefecture and self delusion.

If we make the universe narrower and 
speak specifically of old public office 
holders as opposed to old politicians vis- 
a-vis the new breed or aspiring office 
holders, the case for isolation would still 
Ik- unfeasible even if it was justifiable. 
Drawing a most inappropriate analogy 
recently, the Chief of General Staff said 
that because "new breed" military rulers 
have not had to depend on retired offic­
ers. their aspirant civilian counterparts 
should similarly be able to stand on their 
own steam.

If Vice-Admiral AiKhomu was talking 
about responsibility for the coup that
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A forthntiht ago. therefore, despite e
SURPRISINGLY. the Democrats 
W*do not appear quite eager to capi­
talise on the heaps of damaging in­
formation about the Republican ticket 
being dug up by the press. In fact, be­
tween Michael Dukakis, the Democra­
tic flag-bearer and his running-mate 
Senator Lloyd Bentsen. there seem to 
be a somewhat tacit agreement to steer 
clear of new controversies raging 
the Republican candidate. Ge 
Bush and his running-mate. 
Quayle.

It was reported last week that the 
Vice-President and his business associ­
ates at the Houston. Texas-based Zapa­
ta oil company, duped the Mexican gov - 
emment in 19b0. using local frontmen. 
According to reports published in 
Barons, a financial newspaper, they had 
teamed up with prominent Mexicans to 
hide from the Mexican authorities the 
five per cent American involvement in 
the firm they set up in Mexico. The idea 
of using Mexican frontmen was 
apparently to make the authorities be­
lieve that the firm was 100 per cent 
Mexican-owned.

Barons further claims that some 
documents relating to the shady deal, 
kept by the US Securities and Exchange 
(STC), were destroyed a few months 
after Bush became \ ice-President in 
1981. In other words, it suggests that in 
an attempt to cover up their tracks. 
Bush and his business friends commit­
ted yet another crime — abetting the 
destruction of government's vital trade 
documents.

Serious allegations; indeed particu­
larly. given the stature of the principal 
suspect — US Vice-President for eight 
years, now a possible president. Ex­
pectations. therefore, were that the 
Democrats would try to drum innuen­
does. misgivings and the generally bad 
publicity arising from the accusations, 
in the bid to score some campaign 
points. So far. this has hardly been the 
case. This also largely explains the 
general attitude of Democrats towards 
the controversy-prone Republican 
Vice-Presidential candidate, Dan 
Quayle The 41-year-old Indiana Sena­
tor has been in and out of no fewer than 
three scandals since he was sui—; *’•

picked as running-mate by I 
last month. The latest was the allegation

Bush: Clouded by sinking scandals 
Quayle s claim that he “got into law 
school fair and square.*" there was wide- 

surpnsmgly spread clamour that he publish his high 
ear,.v school and college records. He has not 

done that. And fortunately enough, the

current allegations that his family pulled 
strings to secure a place for him in the 
Indiana National Guard to take him 
awav from combat duties in Vietnam, 
also seem to have fizzled out. Previous­
ly. reports were also that Quayle had 
"doctored*’ his curriculum vitae to show 

he had spent two years, between 
.• V nd 1971 as "chief investigator” in 
the Indiana State Attorncy-Gcncral’i 
office 1 :.c Liter admitted that he actual- 
. . spe t |ust two months at the post as 
tcripoi.iry staffer, blaming the mix-up 

; on hrs personal staff. But. he stiffly de­
nied other reports had it that he was 
involved in a sex escapade with a com­
mon prostitute.

Dukakis and his running-mate. Bent- 
• sen. have been luckier. There were past 
unsubstantiated allegations of emotion- 

! al instability on the part cf Dukakis (he 
i was said to have gone for psychiatric 
. treatment after the death cf his elder 
■ brother) And more recently, reports 
' that he was not getting along with his 
1 much elder running-mate. But these, on 
; ;he face of it. arc quite insignificant. 
. compared with the thick cloud of con- 
, 'roversv that has continued to trail the 
j Bush-Quayle ticket 
| Latest poll results in five key states — 
| California. Texas. Ohio. Missouri and 
, New Jersey — show that most Amer- 

»c n '■ ter* Mill have trouble deciding 
who to support throw their weight be­
hind — Bush or Dukakis — come 
November Most voters also showed 
very ’hallow attachment to either candi­
date wh<>. they insist, have more simi­
larities than differences, and do not. as 
such, present themselves as clear 
alternatives. ‘They're both wimpy, and 
if’ a ’harne,” complained one of the 
interviewed voters who claimed that 
neither of them looks a national 

leader."
The survey further revealed that in 

November, most voter, would g- 
polls to vent their dislikes rathi 

i their hkr They arc confused 
I fact th:.t neither Bush, nor Dul 
making firm promises io 
federal deficit, which mar” 
most critical problem fru.i 
President The voter, even disbelieve 
Bush's firm promise and Dukakis’ 
stated intentions not to raise taxes. And 
neither of the candidates, they say, has 
been able to convey the "sense of 
strength" that can reassure voters. Sure 
enough, while Dukakis' image, to the 
electorate, remains somewhat fuzzy. 
Bush's still strikes them as that of "a 
good follower" not a national leader.

By Emenike Okcrte
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dollars) a night. Reports sav 
non has defied measures fret 
thonties and attempts bv parents aimed 
at bringing it under control

Recent operations by the Niamey sice 
souad however resulted in the arrest of 
60 women. who were later released and 
sent back to parents by officials. Police 
crack downs on the practitioners of the 
infamous trade, sources add. are other­
wise yielding little results as 
apprehended girls unfailingly go back to 
the streets once released

Observers believe that the pert 
natural havocs in Niger Republic__
mainly accountable for the whorish fad 
among the girls. On account of growing 
economic crises, the latest ovcr-nding 
philosophy of many Nigenennes is gra­
dually becoming that of survival by 
whatever means. Against the back­
ground of severe deprivations brought 
on by natural woes like drought, desert 
encroachment, locust invasion, and

^^.MONG problems causing sleepless 
increasing wayward life style*of the 

country’s teenage girls. Prostitution is 
way up among the girls, the long tradi­
tion of islamic moral rectitude, notwith­
standing Reasons given by some of 
them (who are as young as 14) for turn­
ing to the swinging fad, include desire 
for financial "independence," uncon­
ditional freedom, and needs to escape a 
"hopeless" future.

There are dozens of these girls each 
night prowling the streets for clients in 
bars and night clubs. The going rate in 
Niamey, sources disclose, is 3,000 
francs (10 dollars) to 10.000 francs (33

AFTER the powerful winds, came 
>%the agony. Mexicans were having 
to dig through heaps of rubble just to 
count the dead. Thousands of natives of 
the Carribbean were left homeless. By­
week end, the degree of havoc w ' J 
by Western hemisphere’s worst 
cane — Gilbert, in nearly two w 
funous pummelling of towns ; 
lagcs in Latin America and ma 
ribbean Islands, was still difficul 
mate.

Survivors in Monterrey, a northern 
Mexican city wasted by the gale, were 
still looking for some 200 neighbours 
buried among sprawling debns. One 
hundred and twenty lost their lives in 
the country’sCarribbeanislands.On th; 
Yucatan Peninsula, 950 kilometres (590 
miles) east of Mexico City (captital 
city), some 1,000 people were officially 
estimated to be homeless Twenty 
thousand of Monterrey city’s 2.5 million 
residents also lost their homes.

The eye of the storm caught the city as 
hundreds of lowland dwellers in sur­
rounding areas — counting on its (the 
city’s) high elevation to serve as wind­
breaker — converged there to seek re­
fuge. With torrential rains following the 
280 kilometres (175 miles) to 320 
kilometre (200 miles) per hour winds, 
the Santa Catarina River, (in the busi-

subsequent shortage of food prevalent 
in the Sahel for sometime now, other­
wise strict moslem morals have not been 
able to deter desperate attempts by the 
people to survive. The government is in 
fact. still helpless in the face of the grow­
ing problems that continue to tax its 
resources

At a time, government (for reason of 
being unable to come up with a 
meaningful solution to the various prob­
lems) all but openly encouraged its 
drought-stneken citizens to migrate 
to nearby countries. Thousands of 
Nigenennes have since found their way 
into neighbouring countries Nigeria 
accommodates quite a sizeable number. 
That is to say that teenage prostitutes 
now flooding ban. and night clubs in 
Lagos and other towns arc likely to in­
clude daughters of Nigenennes that 
crossed over to Nigeria to escape harsh 
conditions at home.

Dy Abraham Ogbodo

ness district), burst its banks and swept 
away four buses carrying 160 passen­
gers. Only eight were rescued The hur­
ricane also touched off a shortlived tor­
nado tn netgbounrg Texas (United 
States). killing two Ninety -eight people 
died in Cayman Islands. Jamaica, the 
Dominican Republic. Venezuela. 
Guatemala and Nicaragua

Material damage was far more exten- 
the save. Although buildings destroyed tn 

[590 Monterrey were few . the impact of the 
humcar.e on the Yucatan's tounst 
oriented economy was devastating. Is­
lands there, had do drinking water, 
food, mediates ard electricity for a 
week.

Jorge Martin Arg-do mayor cf 
Cozumel (one cf the islands), said it 
would not be until December before the 
situation is rectified Cozumel has 10 
five-star bote’s with a total cf 2.600 
rooms. Closure cf busmess is definitely 
going to mean mtlhom cf dollars tn lost 
earnings

Operators are. tn fact, afraid that a

good deal of the loss cannot.be reco­
vered "It will be difficult because insur­
ance companies will find 'buts'. so|,u*‘ 
won’t have to pay for damages'. 
one Cozumel owner. In Cancun, 
another tourist resort 80 kilometres. (50 
miles) north of Cozumel, what was left 
was a ghost town where there had been 
a burstlmg fun retreat, normally hosting 
10.000 tourists Overall, some 12.00ua 
the islands’ workers including hundreds 
cf waiters, bell boys, cooks, dish 
washers, cleaners, janitors and cashien 
arc jobless. Long-term impact on the 
economy is also expected Tourism is 
Mexico’s third most important source of 
foreign exchange, following oil and 
manufacturing concerns around the 
border with the US.

Gilbert is the second natural disaster 
to hit the country in three years. *n 
1985. an earthquake tore through Mex­
ico City, killing 35.000 people, bitty 
thousands were injured Twenty-eight 
thousands persons were missing.

By Chukwuemeka Gahla.
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Soldiers oust Haitian, Burmese regimes
ACROSS two continents, in two 

jMktroublcd nations, plotters ran into 
luck again. They rolled out their tanks 
in Haiti and toppled the thrcc-month 
old government of General Henri Nam- 
phy. Then, they stormed out of their 
barracks in Rangoon and dismissed 
Burma’s socialist government.

Bic two coups d’etat, coming hours 
within each other, just as the week was 
about to begin (Sunday September 18), 
clearly marked the triumph of the only 
type of “voting” known to work in the 
two nations. But they were also the re-

ough house-cleaning - Both | 
roamed the streets, killing menu 
the notorious secret police, i 
"S'^spokesmtm of .he sergeants

llwasMignuj - -------- _ oene"”

And by September 20, ?r iderably 
sistance to the coup a

“slw Maung said beand .beating

«-■s .»s§s "EfejsE mg for a return to democ.^^^,, deputy. ^ a ntthJ^pected y iaO 
ftwasslightlydifferenttnBurm^neral son. fcared (the H.

suit of the organised efforts of ordinary 
people. The intervention in Burma fol­
lowed months of students' and workers' 
inspired popular uprising against social­
ist rule; while the takeover in Haiti 
was masterminded by sergeants and 
other footmen, angered by the corrupt 
life-style of the top brass of the army.

Open rebellion against commanders 
continued in Port du Spain.Haiti's capit­
al city, days after the coup Sensing dan­
ger. new leader Lt. Gen. Prosper Avril. 
50. promptly caved in to the sergeants' 
demands and retired eight generals, in­
cluding two former ministers of defence 
and the army chief. He reportedly had 
little control over the troops, initially. 
Worse still, workers went on strike and 
joined the soldiers in pressing for a thor-

________________________ • •
• Namphy Forced Io yon Papa and Baby Doe ’<”“M re |

been overcome. Arr$ $

testers.roaI"5^no5P't^ sol‘),ChO'*f,te5< I

ssefiStfS-”* Elsewhere m
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Campaigns of US presidential candidates fail to exote voters
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UNITED STATES

Race in sleepland

firm |
deficit.

al pt
The

u

that Quayle. born into upper pri­
vileges. fraudulently get into the law 
school of the Indiana V nivemty in !9"B 
through a special prognunerc designed 
for people with k'* marks

A forthnight ago. therefore, despite 

&

... he “got into law 
there was wide-

..e publish his high I 
records. He has not I 
tunately enough, the ;

J
• Bush: Clouded try stinking scandals

Quayle’s claim that he 
school fair and square."

i as surprisingly spread clamour that he 
by Bush early school and college r 

s the allocation done that. And forti

current allegations that his family pulled 
strings to secure a place for him in the 
Indiana National Guard to take him 
a* as from combat duties in Vietnam, 
also seem to have fizzled out Previour- 
h. report* were also that Quayle had 
doctored” his curriculum vitae to show 

that he had spent two years, between 
I’J'O and 1971 as “chief investigator" in 
the Indiana State .Attomey-General’a 
office. He later admitted that he actual­
ly spent just two months at the post u 
temporary staffer, blaming the mix-up 
on his personal staff. But. he stiffly de­
nied other reports had it that he 
involved in a sex escapade with a com­
mon prostitute

Dukakis and 
sen. have been I 
unsubstj 
al instabilit 
was said I. 
treatment aftet 
brother) And

I his running-mate. Bent- 
luckier There were past 

tantiated allegations of emotion- 
lity on the part of Dukakis (be 
to have gone for psychiatric 

fter the death of his elder 
knd more recently, reports 

that he was not getting along with his 
much older running mate. But these,on 
the face of it. arc ouitc insignificant, 
compared with the thick cloud of con­
triver'* that has continued to trail the 
Bush-Quayle ticket

Latest poll result* m five key states— 
California. Texas. Ohio. Missouri and 
New- Jersey — show that most Amer­
ican voters 'till have trouble deciding 
who to support throw their weight be­
hind — Bush or Dukakis — come 
November. Most voters also showed 
very »h:.!low attachment to either candi­
date who. they insist, have more simi­
larities than differences, and do not, as 
such, present themselves as dear 

■They're both wimpy, and 
,” complained one of the 

Aho claimed that 
looks a national

SURPRISINGLY, the Democrats 
do not appear quite eager to capi­

talise on the heaps of damaging in­
formation about the Republican ticket 
being dug up by the press. In fact, be­
tween Michael Dukakis, the Democra­
tic flag-bearer and his running-mate 
Senator Lloyd Bentsen. there seem to 
be a somewhat tacit agreement to steer 
clear of new controversies raging over 
the Republican candidate. George 
Bush and his running-mate, Dan 
Quayle.

It was reported last week that the 
Vice-President and his business associ­
ates at the Houston. Texas-based Zapa­
ta oil company. duped the Mexican gov - 
eminent in 1960. using local frontmen 
According to reports published m 
Barons, a financial newspaper, lhev had 
teamed up with prominent Mexicans to 
hide from the Mexican authorities the 
five per cent American involvement in 
the firm they set up in Mexico. The idea 
of using Mexican frontmen was 
apparently to make the authorities be­
lieve that the firm was 100 per cent 
Mexican-owned.

Barons further claims that seme 
documents relating to the shady deal, 
kept by the US Securities and Exchange 
(STC), were destroyed a few months 
after Bush became Vice-President m 
1981. In other words, it suggests that in 
an attempt to cover up their tracks. 
Bush and his business friends commit­
ted yet another crime — abetting the 
destruction of government’s vital trade 
documents.

Serious allegations; indeed particu­
larly, given the stature of the principal 
suspect — US Vice-President for eight 
years, now a possible president Ex­
pectations. therefore, were that the 
Democrats would try to drum innuen­
does, misgivings and the generally bad 
publicity arising from the accusations, 
m the bid to score some campaign 
points. So far, this has hardly been the 
case. This also largely explains the 
general attitude of Democrats towards 
the controversy-prone Republican 
Vice-Presidential candidate. Dan 
Quayle. The 41-year-old Indiana Sena­
tor has been in and out of do fewer than 
three scandals since he was surprisingly 
picked as running-mate t ~ ___'
last month. The latest was the allegation

pre’ 
alternatives. “They 
:fs a shame," compla 
interviewed voters wl 
neither of them k. 

leader ”
Jhc survey further revealed that in 

November, most voters would go to the 
polls to vent their dislikes rather than 
their They arc confused by the 
fact that neither Bush, nor Dukakis is 
making firm promises to reduce the 
federal deficit, which many sec as the 
most critical problem facing the next 
President The voters even disbelieve 

| Bush's firm promise and Dukakis' 
stated intentions not to raise taxes. And 
neither of the candidates, they nay. has 
been able to convey the "sense of 
strength ' that can reassure voters Sure 
enough, while Dukakis' image, to the 
electorate, remains somewhat fuzzy. 
Bush's still strikes them as that of "a 
good follower" not a national leader.

By Emenike Okcrte



Choosing of a new president runs into a political impasse
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LEBANON

Who’s next?

is bein 
and l

Sr -

■_ _
• Assad of Syria: A , m the Lebanese 

pie

■Ss/B
a successor

nan. Hafez Al- 
pretences ab- 

•'•ic. or at least 
installation of

L'/Jr :■

in Franjieh, en­
ter another six- 

as leader.
ristian De- 

however, 
the par­
session of 
leasing the 
without a 

i, and unable to 
on a successor to 

•»«r President 
ii vicmayel.I-ranjie

111

esen the Soviets and t j
the French. A 60-ycar- • Amin Gemayei Search for a 
old lawyer and 
parliamentarian from

Mikhacl

tween the candidates and Assad in 
Damascus. It was Franjie. for instance, 
who as president in 1976, invited Syrian 
troops to Beirut to help maintain order 
at the outbreak of civil war.

For Daher, allegations from the 
Christian community have been even 
more crippling. He is said to have 
secretly pledged to implement a reform

package put together by Damascus if he 
is made president. The plan, diplomatic 
sources told 7he African Guardian, may 
not be unconnected with the constitu­
tional reforms being urged by moslems 
and leftist groups to reduce the political 
power of the Christian community, par­
ticularly that of the presidency.

Unlike the Christians, however, the 
Lebanese Army's opposition to a Syrian- 
role in the selection of the next presi­
dent is rooted more in patriotic consid­
erations than in the fear that such a role 
will result eventually in the depletion of 
its influence. The military top brass 
announced in a communique last week, 
that they would not endorse “the princi- 

pie of (foreign) 
■ nomination because 
<1 only parliament can

I choose the president.”
Even so, indications 

j early last week were 
b| that Christian parlia­

mentarians had planned 
| another boycott of the 

parliamentary session 
M set for Thursday to de­

cide the fate of Daher. 
•T This, analysts say, 

I would leave President 
B Gemayei no choice 
M than 

visional 
IB since his 

ends the 
(Friday,

no 
to name a pro- 
■' government 

six-year term 
following day 

September 
23). It is the fact that 

| pro-Syrian factions are 
against the idea that is 
making it difficult 

for the present stalemate to be over­
come.

Analysts say. however, that whichev­
er way the political impasse is eventual­
ly resovled. the next administration will 
still be faced with crises. Daher prom­
ised. if made president, to bring about 
national entente and reunification of the 
army so it can no longer be used “for 
personal ends". But such a consensus, it 
appears, is unlikely to hold as long as 
problems raised by opposition to fore­
ign involvement in the elections are not 
addressed. Assad, in his drive for re­
gional influence does not seem ready to 
leave. So are the Americans in the beliel 
that the eventual political situation (sta­
bility or otherwise) in Lebanon would 
among other things, have direct effect 
on neighbouring Israel — their key ally 
in the Middle East.

■^Hl- Syrian strongman 
I Assad docs not make |- 

out his desire to enthrone 
have an upper hand in the ii 
thenextpresident in Beirut. II anti-Syri- 
an Christian Deputies (parliamentarians) 
had not sabotaged his move mid last 
month, he would most likely-have suc­
cessfully had his close friend, former 
Lebanese president ___ 
(from 1970 to 107b), 
Suleiman ~ 
dorsed fc 
vear-term 
The Gin 
boycotted 
hament ary 
August I ft. 
assembly 
quorum, a" 
vote 
outgoing 
Amin Gc~ 
lost.

What is worse, the 
electoral crisis has be­
come even much more 
complex and multi­
dimensional . involving 
not just the Syrians but 
the Americans and

the northern 
region, Mikhacl Daher, is being 
jointly sponsored by Syria and the 
US as a new compromise candidate to 
succeed Gemayel. But this time, the 
opposition is two-legged. Lebanese 
Christian leaders as well as the military 
arc against the choice of Daher — for a 
variety <>f reasons

On the face of it. the Lebanese 
Christian community ought to have 
supported D.mcr as president He and 
Iranjic ate C hristians. Ihc nation's 
constitutional arrangement re­
serves the presidents for Maronite 
Christians, tin- premiership lot Sunni 
Moslems and the position of the par­
liamentary speaker for Shi'ites Di­
plomatic sources, however believe that 
in rejecting Iranjic and Daher, the 
Christian leaders were particularly in­
fluenced by the alleged strong ties be-



Danger still looms
Delays in Ogunpa channelisation project cause nightmares

I
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vem- 
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in the oper 
While cl 

dragging re

|uircs 
othe 3.

But other reasons 
as contributors i 
Bolannwa. chai 
Metropolitan Planning Authority r. 
that a major factor i> the shunning of 
law governing building along the n 
bank Promulgated as far back : 
the law. Bolarinwa states, requ 
"people to leave at least 150 feet to 
river. but instead the* build their 
houses close to the river banks."

Aderoju on the other hand attributes

icmment. 
: com mis ­

ties who * re- 
?nng wvrk on the 

site, puts the blame on 
rnodKal heavy rims According to 
,t is only in the drv season that

mg of funding of the scheme has been 
laid at the doer steps of jom 
Fola Aderoju. the Oyo Slate 
sioner for Special Duti 
sponsible for rx'mtot 
channcbsat 
the pen 
him. it

however, been 
............cd upon by the government.

Alsrafa. ic>;c-B'»dc and I Dredpnp and widening of the river banks 
•ongst others will continue lare currently going on at a cost

- . .... ■ . (.nt .it ■ >n< million
J-. t it i Mill int ■ rtam whether 

nt . jr. ■ .-.»>!< h .nr being Cilined 
iri'.T p f along the river,will 

the purp<< • "f ' tupping the 
fiord. While tin <<instruction Mte of 
the h.'fin'. Ir .'i >n pfji'i remain* a 
beehive <d aciivitit .. Pi .lim<»h Ola- 

.. .. bode, another rc ident nl the Bode area
is 1962 ■ ■ • I hi hil Jr< n from

drowning during the flood of September
; 3. says the channclistion of the Ogunpa 
| river "is a matter of hope."
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the flsvxis to the continuous dumping of 
refuse into the over According to him. 
though the state government has estab­
lished refuse collection centres in diffe­
rent parts ot the cits .mJ has commis­
sioned radio ansi television jingles W 
adsisc residents on waste disposal 
habits, the duellers have continued to 
threw refuse into the riser. Residents 
on their part.castigate the state govern­
ment for not pres iding basic infrastruc­
ture such as adequate refuse disposal 
sans for transporting refuse to the col­
lection centres

•■OR the second time in eight years. 
■ Madam Risi Abiliju who lives at 
Kudeti. close to the Kudeti. Ogunpa. 
and Oshun streams in Ibadan has ex­
perienced the nightmare of the Ogunpa 
flood in Oyo State capital For her. the 
rams dawn of September 3. was a replay 
of the misfortune that befell her in 1980 
in which the riser overflowed its banks, 
claiming 150 lives This time, she could 
not help recalling that "promises of help 
have continued to come from go\< 
ment, but we get nothing" In B. 
another part ot Ibadan, a civil engineer. 
Solomon Akinbilcje. estimates i.: lost 
property worth N25.OOO to the floods 
which claimed four lives He savs "my 
precious books and journal', furniture 
and electronic gadget' were damaged, 
not even my car (a Peugeot 504 saloon) 
was spared"

Flood' resulting from the overflowing 
of the Ogunpa river and its tributaries 
each rainy season hav e become the bane 
of Ibadan, reputed to be the laq st 
in West Africa 1 \pens h >ve > sum itc 1 
annual losses ot N2 3 million from 
flood disasters. With the recent di'as 
ter. it is estimated that the amount 
might triple Residents of Ibadan be­
lieve that such huge losses during the 
rainy season can be avoided if the state 
government accelerates the channeb.'a- 
tion project of the Ogunpa river

But it appears that little work has 
been done on the multi-million naira 
project that was com nissioned in 19’8 
At the time. N12 4 million was 
approved as costs tor the first phase ot 
the project Investigations showed that 
of the 61 kilometres of the river that 
needs to be channelled. 31.5 kilometres 
has been identified as very urgent This 
covers the lower, middle, and upper 
parrs of the Ocunpa nver While work 
on the first phase which spans three 
kilometres has already begun, the 
actual cost ot the entire project is still 
unclear. 7 he Oyo state eovernment has 
earmarked Nil’ll million. But Alhajt 
Y'akini Adebaiyi. ( hairman of the RCF 
construction company handling the pro­
ject fears that real costs mav be in the 
region of NJ50 million This he attri­
butes to the "increasing high costs of 
construction materials and equipment 

.•n market
rharces ot delays and foot- 
esulling from incessant halt-

as Kudcti.
Odo-Ona amor 
to experience fl< 
1 4 kilometres of the scheme has been 
certified completed by the government 
u...... v US have I

to the disasters Kunlc 
urman of the Ibadan
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Medical association rages over transplant baby feat claim
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Storm in a test-tube

on 
wee 
lie.

true.
At the rztizzz! '

Secretary General, 
"junds out a similar i

i done.” 
ic Nigc- 

says
' the 

agos'Chapter 
»r. Oladcran 

of Health
I experts 
c ground 
the com- 

.1 that

national level, the NMA's 
General, Dr. Mike Ekpo, 

sounds out a similar note. Said he: “If it 
(the GIFT baby) has generated con­
troversy, there would be the need to 
investigate the claim.” Not one to be 
harried, the Health Minister, Professor 
Olikoyc Ransome Kuti, does not feel 
obliged to. He explained last week that 
as long as the feat of performing a suc­
cessful “test-tube baby” experiment

• Dr. Olatunbosun: "I will refuse to get involved 
in a controversy"

was within the skills of the proprietor of 
the hospital. Dr. Majekodunmi—a 
doyen in medicine and a one time health 
minister — there would be no need to 
question his abilities. In a tone a little 
higher than normal, he queried: “Why 
should we doubt his skill?"

But medical critics believe that the 
Minister's position is rather biased and 
likely to set a dangerous precedent that 
will render him morally weak to que 
tion similar claims in the future. More- 
so, when the Lagos University Teaching 
Hospital (LUTH) had its claim to the 
IVF feat investigated in 1984.

The problem begins to assume a 
wider dimension against the back­
ground that in 1984, Dr. Ernest Ugo’s 
claim was thrown out as "spurious" by a 
federal ministry of health panel, on 
grounds that Ugo is a homeopath and as

such has no business in the complex ter­
rain of IVF. Dr. Ugo, whose team com­
prised a medical doctor and a laboratory 
scientist, had argued then that neither 
Professor Paul Chuka nor Dr. John Oli, 
chairman and secretary of the Enugu 
chapter of the NMA had inspected his 
laboratory before they made press 
statements that he lacked adequate 
equipment. Even Professor Kuti’s de­
fence that he was not in office when Dr 
Ugo was probed contradicted his later 
statement that “Dr. Ugo played on the 
ignorance of people sino: as a homeopath

tween truth and untruth was merely a 
question of professional calling ' 
n„^aJled|y Prolessor Kuti’s rigidity 
one of the doctors said that with < . /k 
wide room for manipulations™ v allo 

s..?b-sa.ssgg 
BBS®
SFSssaS

It was unfortunate that some °f

result ofP an" experiment hLby was ,he 
November last year and th"?”’ about 
survived out of ("rie other °nly one

million naira hospital h“ mlh.e mu>ti-

our credibility a. .. , ireful, u..
a pcoP'e’^c

ORDINARILY, Dr. Fcmi Olatun 
bosun, a gynaecologist at the St.

Nicholas Hospital Ligos, would as a 
matter of daily routine like to have his 
morning coffee and go about his busi­
ness unannounced. But all that was to 
change three weeks ago when at a press 
briefing, he told a group of newsmen 
that the hospital had successfully deli­
vered a baby through the Gamete Intra 
Fallopian Transfer (GIFT) process. His 
quiet life was not only disturbed, but he 
immediately became a celebrity and 
what he did was no longer just his busi­
ness.

At stake is the issue of whether or not 
his hospital had, for the first time in the 
country, delivered a baby through sur­
gical transplant of reproductive cells. 
The other issue of whether the baby 
which was delivered to an anonymous 
couple can be referred to as a “test-tube 
baby," a term that had been used by the 
press to describe the St. Nicholas claim, 
is less contentious. Medical experts, for 
one, say that the GIFT method which 
involves the transfer of the female eggs 
and the male sperm into the fallopian 
tube, cannot result in a test-tube baby 
since fertilization takes place within the 
body (In Vivo) as opposed to the pro­
cess of In Vitro fertilization, (IVF). 
where the eggs arc fertilized in the test- 
tube.

For Dr. Olatunbosun, who led a four- 
man team in the GIFT experiment, the 
question of nomenclature is irrelevant 
so long as he achieves results. He says: 
“1 will refuse to get involved in a con­
troversy because nobody has defined 
what a test-tube baby is. All 1 owe any­
body is to describe what I have done."

What he has done is what the IL 
rian Medical Association (NMA) i 
should be probed. According to 
Secretary General of the Lagos Cha 
of the medical Ixidy, Dr. 
Ayodcji.thc Federal Ministry of 
should send a team of technical 
to ascertain the facilities on the 
and evaluate the personnel at the c 
mand of the hospital. He stressed 
much as he would hate to Question the 
integrity of the proprietor of the hospit- 
tal, Dr. Moses Majekodunmi, there was 
still the need to establish, scientifically, 
the technical ability to accomplish such 
a feat unaided. The findings of the 
panel, he added, would serve as guide­
lines in the future should the claims be
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Labour in shackles
Administrator’s mandate to restructure unions draws flaks; *

Lagos chapter of the Niger
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\ action n not 
’ndet the Trade

grou 
that 
Worker 
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ng or 
,, .................. itnin
•ci.il delegates confer- 
the 42 industrial unions 
Jut by August, the Sole 
' ‘ government for an 

•nod, hinging hi' 
tardiness on the unco-operative attitude 
of the industrial unions Ogunkoya was 
given another four months to tidy up 
NLC affairs, but with the present de­
velopments it is doubtful whether the 
administrator can keep faith with the 
deadli"e By Hit, Vb.nl

Labour Congress (NLC), Mr Michael 
Ogunkoya, appointed a nine-man panel 
to prune the 42 industrial unions affili­
ated to the labour body, there are fears 
that he may have embarked on a futile 
excercise. There are indications that 
some of the workers' unions would 
spum the call for memoranda to enable 
the panel to begin its assignment. Says 
Mr. Suraju Abiodun Odunuga, Presi­
dent-General, Nigeria Union of Rail­
waymen (NUR): "This is an imposition 
on labour... it is only workers that have 
the right to restructure themselves."

Mr Precious Kiri-Kalio, general­
secretary, National Union of Electricity 
and Gas Workers, holds a contrary 
view. Kiri-Kalio, a member of the 
panel, suspects that a future NLC lead­
ership may adopt a partisan posture if 
asked to conduct the restructuring.

Kiri-Kalio’s and Odunuga's views 
symbolise the ideological cleavage in 
NLC. A member of the Alhaji Takai 
Shamang's “democrats", Kiri-Kalio 
alleged that in 1987, when the ertswhile 
NLC President, Alhaji Ali Chiroma, 
who is said to belong to the "marxist" 
group, attempted to reshape the NLC, 
he grouped smaller unions sympathetic

Journalists (NUJ). in a communique 
issued after its meeting on September 
10. staled that the democratic rights ol 
workers to unionise freely should be 
protected The statement says it « an 
attack on trade union s independence 
tor an outside bodv to restructure the 
NLC

This argument does not appear to 
-.•lake any sense for the “democrats. 
Km-Kalio confirmed to The A/ncori 

last week that his group had 
suggested to Ogunkoya that the existing 
42 unions should be reduced to 25 . Ton 
is mx more than the 19 union structure 
that Alhaji Chiroma had envisaged.

Though the criteria for merpng the 
unions arc vet to be worked out by the 
panel, it is expected that unions wikwc 
areas of activity are related “ 
grouped For instance, it is 
that the Nigcnan Ports Autho"£ 

:rs Union. the Dock orken L o- 
Nigcna. the Ntgena Lnion of 

Seamen and Water Transport W«tt» 
Union and the Union of Shipping. 
Clearing and Forwarding Agcnon 
Workers of Nigeria, would come unocr 
the umbrella c4 Maritime Norken L»- 
ion of Nigeria' Abo the Nigena 
Service Union, the Civil Senia 1 co­
nical XX orken I ’mon of Nigeria and the 
Customs and Excise and Immigration 
Staff Union, mas constitute the new 
•Public Service Union of Nigeria

For now. it is doubtful whether the 
panel would complete its assignment 
within the two weeks deadline, pven 
the fact that the last restructuring exer­
cise took two years. But Ogunkoya be- 
licves the exercise will be wrapped up 
within two weeks if the unions co­
operate with the panel.

The Minister ol Labour and Produc­
tivity. Alhaji Abubakar Umar had, on 
February 2. announced the dissolution 
cf M < executive council following 
what government viewed as an incon- 
dative delegates conference in Benin; 

j and appointed Ogunkoya Sole Admi- 
' niurator of the Congress. Ogunkoya 

presidential marchingorder 
. conduct fresh elections within ^ix 
months at a ’.pct 
cnee in which all th
will participate But. , 
Administrator asked g 
extension of the per

to the cause of “democrats" into bigger 
uniom with a bias for his faction. 
Apparently, it n on thn score that Kiri- 
Kabo would war.t a somewhat “neut­
ral" body to cany oat the mergers. 
However, Odenwga's portion teems 
supported by the International Labour 
Organisation i ILO j Convention which 
gives trade ur.jcns the exclusive right to 
organise themselves.

But the government's 
without precedence Ur 
Unions (Central Labour Organisation 
Special Prcvrsions) Decree of August 
18, 1976, the government of General , 
Olusegun Obasanjo appointed Mr 
Michael Abrodun to restructure the ex­
isting trade unions. At the end of a two- 
year exercise. 42 industrial umon* ■ 
emerged from a staggering one 
thousand labour unions. The "demo­
crats." it seems, are basing their support 
for the present exercise on the 19/8 ex­
perience. But last week, some union 
leaders from the “marxists " camp 
argued that the 1978 exercise did not 
contravene ILO regulation because 
government and labour reached a 
mutual agreement to restructure the 
trade unions.

In line with Odunuga’s position, the 
Lagos chapter of the Nigenan Umon of
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Banks to the rescue
NITEL uses the banks to collect its duty bills
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frorr 
same 
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ar and all subse­
re from the over 
7.(XX) telex sub- 

her NITEL custom- 
of 10 per cent of 
bank commission.

among them- 
commission for

o Nil EL.
Mr, Osagie 

>ut the efficacy

more reliable than d .vet pavment. 
Where a c-stomcr
order to his bank to make reg-. ’.n pay­
ment on his behalf. t be. • .
easier, he adds To c?<.,:c that b 
promptly delivered to 
NITEL hasdccernr?' <.?t\ 
of bills from its Ma-’ 
lion Service (MIS' d.-;'_r’.“ 
Corporate Headquarters •

this re 
in the

I nallv designed tellers and car-marked 
cages tor the exercise, the other banks 

i sttnph beliesc. in the word of ^cmi 
I \lhu. S.Kietc Generate image maker. 
; that the exercise is not likely to be any­

thing radically different from normal 
banking procedures. As a result they 
will be handling it as such.

1-\on mote disturbing is the tact that 
batch a week to the take-off of the 
scheme. UBA undoubtedly the biggest 
among the eight, with 170 branches 
well-spread all o\ er the country , is yet to 
come to terms with NITEL. .Although 
both sides are not forthcoming withtfe- 
nund*. Mr Scb Exinm. the bank Public 
Relations Manager, however, said that 
h s bank '•imply wants NITEL to accept 
the Central Bank guidelines on interest.

which is anywhere above 15.5 pct 
cent in the commision.

Against this backdrop, 
sers have predicted that 
NITEL steps up effort to enu 
that banks comply with its dir 
lives as well as resolve the L’l 
stalemate on time, there might be 
another postponement of the ex­
ercise. has mg been earlier shifted 
from its Augmt date FroPh in­
dications. it appears NITEL •» 
well informed about this, and has 
therefore remained undaunted in 

effort to sec the exercise 
wgh To this end. it has inten- 

negotiations, with UBA 
is believed that within the 

_____ something positive might 
work out Given the experience of 

it is also believed, it 
able to copse with the ex- 
...... . hort period, 
could have been the 

criteria used in selecting the banks. 
, i-. cn the fact that there arc other equal- 

' ivl.irpc banks with branches al! over the 
I c. uLtry ''Although NITEL was shy and 

would ri'.t be categorical on the issue, it 
u • gathered that commission quoted 
by bank*, was the major factor. Most of 
the bank*, accepted a commission of ab­
out 10 p>cr cent of money collected, 
which fall’, within NITEL terms.

However, most of the banks that 
I accepted lower commission maintained 
1 that it was done to foster better rcla- 
I tionship with NITEL. Whereas some of 
i them have never been bankers to 
‘ NITEL. the exercise will now ncccssi- 
I rate NITEL opening an account with 
| them. As it is. NITEL is poised to en- 
i sure the convenience of customers, 

through this scheme

HE Communications Minister.
I Col David Mark is surely making 

his mark m the ministry, especially tn 
the Nigerian Telecommunication 
(NITEL) department. Since assuming 
office in January. NITEL seems to have 

up to its responsibilities in the 
debts collection. In the first half 
year, revenue generated by the 

partment was up by Nl!4.335.1O7.b7 
im N102.901.S7o generated for the

e period in 19S7 A remarkable im- 
lemcnt of HI per cent. But it 

appears the minister is tar from 
impressed with this achievement 
as 29 per cent of the 
N217,236.986.67 generated this 
year is ye. to be collected.

And i i what looked like the 
Minister s doubt of the integrity 
of the staff of the department in 
the collection of money on behalf 
of NITEL. the duty bills collec­
tion have been contracted out to 
the banks. This is in keeping with 
hr earlier hint at a press briefing 
on July 20 that all payments of 
subscribers' bill will he made 
through the banks before the year 
runs out. In this regard, eight 
banks have been selected for the 
scheme which kicks off on Octo­
ber 3 The banks are I nited Bank 
for Africa (UBA). African Con­
tinental Bank (ACB) and 
National Bank of Nigeria (NBN). 
Others are. Bank of Credit and 
Commerce International (BC 
Nigeria Arab Bank (N \B). Banket 
North. Societc Generale Bank and 
Savannah Bank

The Privileged eight are to collect an 
estimated N2ikl million due to NITEL 
up to the end of the year 
quent bills into the future 
250.000 telephone and 7 
scribers as well as othc-K 

ers. At an aveiagc 
money collected as 
the banks are to share 
selves, N20 million as c< 
rendering the service to ,

NITEL spokesman, 
Ayanru is optimistic aboi 
and success of the new system of pay­
ment. Stating that although customers 

can still settle their bills directly through 
NITEL cash offices, the new system, he 
says is safer, convenient, faster and

bills 
staff 
of Nigeria 1 NIC ON ; •.. . 
the inconvcn..-.-.. - : ' : 
phone disconnected thrr.i 
his. hence, he h :•• ,■ 
offices most of the time t. ■: r.is r.ni i

But what looks like .. pc siblc source 
of hitch for a smooth take-off <>f the 
system is the banks' disregard for ' 
NITEL directives that special tellers 
and cages be used for the exercise Ex- I 
cept for Savannah Bank, whose Public I 
Relations Manager. Mr Gbande San- 1 
da. said has printed proto-types of spe-



Juicy morsels in the vault

• Savannah Bank Chairman S.O. Lawani: Set-

Set to recover
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Savannah Bank set with fresh plans to attract customers
■BEFORE long, current account 
^customers might start receiving in­
terest on their deposits as against the 
present trend where they have to be 
charged a commission for operating a 
current account. With over 50 banks 
operating in the country, it appears, at 
least, in the urban setting, that the in­
dustry. judging by all kinds of services it 
offers, is gradually becoming that of 
customers. There is the UBACARD, a 
sort of credit card by the United Bank 

and UNICARD, operated 
lank. All these arc to ensure 

rchases are done easily by cus-

savings account. It follows that for a | 
customer to use the TDOA scheme, he I 
must have a savings or current account 
with the bank. Mr.Sanda Says that the 
bank is informed by the fact that oppor­
tunity cost of money has become very < 
high, a situation which has made cus- t 
tomers to reduce idle balances.

Since customers favour Time and * 
Fixed deposit accounts, the bank de- * 
cided on the TDOA innovation to beef 1 
up idle balances. Interest, though 5 
negotiable, is calculated on a daily basis 5 
from a minimum of 11 per cent. Failure < 
to meet the minimum balance at any < 
one time disqualifies the customer from 1 
the TDOA facility, Mr. Sanda warns. < 
Such a customer, however, can have his 1 
money transferred into an ordinary sav- 1 
ings account.

Savannah Bank may have scored a 
first in this direction, more so when 
banks like UBA, Union Bank and First 
Bank do not pay interest on even sav­
ings account on which withdrawals have 
been made more than four times in a 1 
month.

But what Savannah Bank may not 
have known is the enthusiasm it has kin­
dled in customers who arc already look­
ing beyond that facility to the time when 
interest will be paid on the actual cur­
rent account. Financial analysts believe 
that the time has come and even getting 
overdue when banks generally should 
be made to pay interest on current |

sort of civmi 
for Africa, 
by Union B; 
that pure 
tomers.

But Savannah Bank believes that a 
customer needs more than just a credit 
card and has. therefore, floated a facil­
ity that is very much like a cunent 
icoount on which interest will be paid. 
Know n as Time Deposit Open Account 
(TDOA), Mr. Gbandc Sanda, the 
bank's public relations manager, says 
the facility is aimed at corporate and 
individual customers who can afford a 
minimum of NS,000 in the account to 
operate it like a current account while 
earning interest at the same time.

Unlike Time Deposit which requires a 
specific amount, duration and rate, the 
TDOA requires no prior notice before 
withdrawals can be made. But such 
withdrawals are done only by instruct­
ing the bank to transfer the required 
amount to the customer's current or
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New orientation
Not even the impending 

privatisation and commer­
cialisation of government 
holdings would stop 
governments from ru; 
into the banking indutry. 1 
the thick of the Structural 
Adjustment Programme 
(SAP), the Anambra State 
Government 1 -U-J 
Orient Bank, a commercial 
Bank in a joint venture with 
private investors.

Dr. J.N. Abaelu, Chairman

accounts. Dr. Michael Omolayole a 
former chairman of Lever Brothen: 
Nigeria Limited, argued recently at J 
seminar that the Federal Govemm^* 

™“,

customers more than five percent oBe 
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pBSgSS sareasssajSSift

-------------- !Liuc;<ydude First Bank. Union of the Board of Directors, says lul,.
Bank and International Bank the bank will bring a "new »mr Lr°P«caI

United Spinners Nigeria for West Africa to provide orientation” to commercial Sun • ^adarC0 tUfe
Limited (USNL) is set to re- the life-line to the nearly banking by emphasizing "all- « p n> Oyo
cover from the pains inflicted marooned spinning mill. round customer satisfaction ” an ,nancial cOn, 

XWSST Now orientation IKM .
wiling up USNl!ha Not even the impending Hnancial^AnalJst fo^S Ou‘‘lifici‘tion ’aca5

backward integration effort privatisation and commer- OPEC Secretariat. Qualifici °r ACCa with n.
of President Industrie and cialisation of government tjon; University decree in ^Cars cxPerienrm,nilhUm A 
l-npcc Industries, has holdings would stop state Economics or FinaX wi 2 £Ul,Vc Meetio APplwRf8 
burgeoned from N45 million governments from rushing six ycars experience Annlv S°°Pers an?n
m 19X6 to NISO million, thus into the banking indutry. In They OPEcP Govcr' ppl>: Relates ??? Lvh‘°n. 
upsetting the proprietors’ the ’hick the Structural £rjc j\4oorc Boatj p J. . 49-9, La»Os pXrahd
plans. Adjustment Programme 12701> L aa’ pM.B. . Chiff0S; ° S

But UBA ha,come to the <SAP>' the.Anamb,”J£££ • R'«='rch Associate with ® a m“u">ant ,
rcscu. with a N55 million government , JZS M Sc dc8rce BioloS fdp"al- Quah?"11^ ° a 
syndicated credit Shoulder- °ne" ,B a"kl , “mre Sth Scien<:cs- HU,000 basi/saf pSS,onal accoAa,e 
ing 36.3 per cent of the pack- Bank in a jo nt venture with ary plus generous benefits' c ?1 Ma^ick n?ni A 
age. UBA brought together Pnva,c ,nvcstors' _ . Apply to: The Personnei &nsu”«nt BnlAn> QApPp«y: 
six other lenders, which in- Dr. J.N. Abaelu, Chairman Manager. International lnstl p lSm Dauda s ex Hm.eUl’de 
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F—•Hope for improved dealing at the NSE

Unprofitable stocks
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ure. In half year ended Iasi July. NBL's 
turnover jumped about 1S9 per cent 
over the same penod last year with 
after-tax profit of N35 ' oulbon. up 
from N13.4 million last year Guinness 
Breweries’ shares have equalh gamed a 
moderate 30pomts since last January to 
close at 137 LoKi last week

Even with these txts of information. it 
seems that holders cl these stock* would 
rather have them for keeps than swap 
for cash 'Ahere there are exchanges. it 

has often been 
observed to be too 
small to make any 
appreciable dent in 
market capitalisation 
This feature, interna­
tional capital market 
analysts say ,rs why the 
Nigerian stock market 
r$ generally regarded as 
dosed Also, issues 
have been raised about 
the market s ability to 
attract international 
attention

In a recer.t study of 
the emerging markets 
of the Third World. 
Nigeria d.-d not make 
the! op 2>'i That is to be 
expected

analysts say. because of very krw market 
capitalisation. and the devaluation d 
the naira has further dampened any 
hope for meaningful growth in the short 
term

Taiwan for example led the emerging 
markets with capitahsation of US $50 
billion, about 53 per oer.t of its gross 
domestic product (GDP) At the bot­
tom rung was Greece with only $4 5 
billion. Nigeria does not even come 
close at barely $1.5 billion worth of mar­
ket capitalisation; that is a meagre 12 
per cent of its GDP.

In the same vein, though NSE com­
mon stock index has been growing 
steadily since the beginning of the year, 
its movement has been tiny. From ab­
out 190 points ir\ the beginning of this 
year, the N’SE index rallied to close at 
220 points last week, while The African 
Guardian composite index closed at 475 
points.

K? XCEPT for occasional spurts of in- 
Eterest in a few securities during the 
last two months, investors and stock 
brokers'reaction at the trading floor of 
the Nierian Stock Exchange (NSE) has 
remained lukewarm Buoyed by new 
developments in a few equities, trading 
has taken a slight but significant shift 
from dividend-related exchanges, to 
translating company strategies to mar­
ket pulses

For instance, the s’u. ks of R.T. Bris­
coe which have re­
mained dormant at 50 
kobo per share since last 
year was pushed up 
kobo in reaction to the 
13 kobo in reaction to 
the company's acquisi­
tion of 60 per cent equi­
ty participation of 
Coconut Industries Li­
mited. It is believed 
that this move would 
spur the revival of R.T 
Bnscoe, which had 
shed its turnover down 
to a meagre N11.34 mil­
lion from N227.9 mil­
lion only six years ago, 
due to the foreign ex­
change squeeze in the 
automobile market.

In another reaction. BEWAC Nigeria 
Limited, trading at its trough for 42 
kobo per ordinary share, is expected to 
pick up investors’ confidence, although 
some brokers arc prepared to dump 
their holdings — it is envisaged that BE­
WAC is poised for better days ahead. 
As if expecting a new boom in the auto­
mobile market, it appears that investors 
are eyeing the sector for possible future 
capital gains earnings.

That may well be expected. Auto­
mobile assembly and dealership have 
taken a new turn in an effort to cash ir 
on mass transit schemes. For example. 
UACN last week unveiled its new line 
of Bedford city buses, vans and trucks 
and Leventis Motors is coming up with a 
line of Mercedes Benz buses.

In the breweries sector. Nigerian 
Breweries Limited (NBL) is riding a 
crest, picking up some 84 kobo since last 
January in result-related demand press-



Humanising the prisons

main

C'FFIC/

19
THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN OCTOBER 3. 19SK_

■M

TCWl 
a&gaiL

Hian' • TK At Kit AN

Gii

WHAT PID yOU S*Y- 
WAS YPVR PATTERN 

UF PtAy....THG.
t. 6 5 54- SY5TW1?

■■■HE Babangida administration, in one of its earliest 
■ gestures which inspired hopes about the emergence of a 

humane dispensation, exposed the unacceptable face and 
methods of the Nigerian Security Organisation, the NSO, 
under the Buhari-Idiagbon regime.

For the first time ever, the doors of NSO detention cells 
uerc Bung wide open to the press. The grotesque methods 
used against helpless, though perhaps, culpable citizens by 
mindless security officials ’were published to a horrified 
public. A number of operatives, including the top NSO man. 
Ambassador Rafindadi, were placed under arrest.

Both government and society felt a revulsion at the institu­
tional assualt on the ideal of individual freedom and dignity. 
It was logical to expect from the new military leadership a 
systematic sanitization of conditions at the prisons and de­
tention cells which could extend to the overhaul of the entire 
administration of justice.

Three years into the present administration, there is no 
evidence of .superior official treatment of incarcerated per­
sons or of those facing the sanctions of the law. There may 
actually be a greater depravity in this area.

The distinction is fast becoming blurred of what consti­
tutes security offences under the enabling law, Decree 2, and 
what passes for routine offences. Virtually any offence, 
including those which can normally be handled by the 
courts, arc liable to be treated these days under the heading 
of “Security,” so that the victims can be put conveniently 
away.

Persons arc still held for long periods without trial, 
against constitutional injunctions. Some magistrates are 
prone to grant police requests for holding charges to keep 
suspects indefinitely pending investigations.

There have been reported cases of death in custody. 
Behind-the-bar petitioners have highlighted worsening f<x>d 
rations. Some inmates stepping again into the outside world

present emaciated profiles. Disease is rampant.
Many of these convicts, on their emergence from the 

prison gates, are thrust into a hostile world, or as with cases 
of long confinement, into an altered environment with only 
the bright familiar countenance of the sun to gladden their 
footsteps.

Understandably, those who contravene the mores of the 
society as to deserve the name of felon must be sequestered 
and kept under vigilant guard so that the ordinary, law 
abiding citizen shall be spared the contamination of their 
ways and negative influences. It must, however, be con­
ceded that a significant number of people are justifiably 
behind iron bars with extra-large padlocks only with the 
strict application of legalistic principles.

Morally absolving circumstances include conviction se­
cured on technical points, inability to afford the high cost of 
legal defence, an irrepressible psychological urge as in klep­
tomania, or predisposing socio-economic environment. It 
may be a little cheering to learn that the Internal Affairs 
Ministry has appointed a firm of consultants to review food, 
health, accommodation, staff disposition and other condi­
tions of the prisons.

This country shall additionally be served by a change of 
orientation to the convict, down to the often sadistic prison 
wardens, coupled with a sense of moral responsibility to the 
deviants in our midst.

Modem penal systems recognize the reform of the crimin­
al as their cardinal object. Our system could do with sym­
pathetic handling of the convict and tutelage in vocational 
skills. The society could then complete the re-integrative 
cycle by developing structures to rehabilitate the ex-convict, 
such as assistance programmes by prisoners’ welfare asso­
ciations or loan agencies.

Regime succeeds regime hut the prisons appear to re­
main the same in their archaic brutishness.
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this gloomy picture imply ' 1 lave the .
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"There is still the individualisa­
tion of economic aspiration, in 
which the wealth of the indi­
vidual. encouraged by indiscri­
minate system of government con­
tract award for important de­
velopmental projects. take prece­
dence over state wealth"

icd from active and 
igricultural develop- 
and services arc still 

o reverse the trend.
. the v ist majority of the 

: virile and stable nation feel
they are < tedt

Or r ’ ?-’b .inrn.-r ..r. and as she
i t if, therefon he t nd

• .. rthrow of
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speeches and the prixession. they arc able t f •;
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()r is it j celebration in th. n 

spontaneous gladness, in which, the v.tt..--- < ••
all times, what the nation means to their l.-.c* a - 
a supremely beautiful, indripens blc ind
A time-honoured truth, which ex lead of st a M 
General Muhammadu Buhari. put differ t 
call when he declared “This .. nei 
indeed future generations have no 
Nigeria We shall remain here and sal\ ■ •

Given Nigeria’s experiences of the past 2m . it ■ 
must be seen in her independence cekbrat..' -. -
derived from an admixture of the Orw o'. -
Buh man maxim* For as a renowned •• 
put the post-independence hist<vn m \ -
been a tale or two assassinated He... - 
dered Prime Minister: tuo slaught .

j one physically eliminated Federal Finance Mm.-ter :::■ 
• and n »st election not; massacres and a b tier civil war 
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i lying heights.
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‘ nendence struggle a 
| whiteman leave the 
I matter too soon, 
i seems to ask’’ 
| The answers must lie in the fact that no matter how 
j systemic and benevolent imperial rule can be. nothing can 
j compensate tor the sense ot self-respect and self-dignitv 
• and an awareness of racial deliverance that come with 

independence Independence, it must be agreed, has 
afforded the Nigerian the chance to carve out an identity 
tor himself

; Besides, man's process of growth is not all laden with

triumphs. There mini be the pangs of growth and there 
must be the tribulations \* with men. *o with nations In 
xvtriMg to escape thexe tribulations in her march in nation­
hood, there are those, who therefore .itguc that Nigeria

... the I.-, ic of
great nation*, m n attempt to avoid the blood of freedom 
with which the tree ot liberty is watered
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No doubt. NNPC'a responsibility is enor­
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When the President. General Ibrahim 
Babanglda announced in Kaduna that 
the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Corporation la now to bo n commercial 
venture, ho Indicated that NNPC must be 
run more profitably end efficiently. The 
president s prouncoment was a further 
call for a reshaping of NNPC'a modus 
operand! nn n responsible and 
foreslghted organisation that strives for 
•xcellence nt all times.

So. when Mr. President announced 
the re organisation of the NNPC. once 
■flsln, like a father to o wall behaved 
•on. he renewed his confidence In the 
Corporation, and challenged It to pursue 
treater heights In Its forward match to 
accelerate the development of the 
nation's strategic petroleum resources 
tor the greater benefit-of the Nigerian 
people To NNPC therefore, the an­
nouncement was a renewal of the 
challenge given to It when It was born 
just over n decade ago.
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Other aspects of the Corporation’s ec- t— — .
tivitiea include: transporting and distributing crudooi!p0f‘'flV’ pC 00V( 
petroleum products throughout the nooks Through the 3’t3 jn 
and corners of the country nnd production of majority equity ~__„onio,
petrochemicals to provide the needed raw 
materials for rapid agricultural and industrial 
development of the country The respon­
sibilities also include the supervision of the 
activities of Oil companion nnd norvice com- 

•i nation's petroleum In- 
and indogenoun), par- 

:h government han par­
interest. and the statutory regula- 
activities of the nation's petroleum

Nigerian National Petroleum Corpora- The ( 
INNPCI came into being on April 1. fear of 

f by a merger of the defunct Nigerian Na- 
o' Oil Corporation (NNOC) and the former 
Ural Ministry of Petroleum Resources. 

lhe statutory instrument. Docroo No.33 of 
1977, which established the corporation, 
created a public organisation, that would, on 
behalf of government, adr quatt' , manage a I 
aspects of the Nigerian Petroleum Industry 
from exploration for crude oil and natural 
gas. through their production to their sale as 
crude oil and natural gas; nnd refining or pro-

••'ng crude oil and natural gas 
troloum products and other derivatives 

for domestic consumption and for ex

The joint venture arrangement also m ojl ■ 
more aay in the activities of the f°re',q(sjpC 9 
companies, for, as a majority partner. iBfl I ] 
has much say in decisions that the comp 
have to take. , p0rvi- | I

It must be stressed that NNPC's 8 p0rt- [1 
slon of the activities of the joint ventur^ ^flV0 M 
nors is not only in name as some criD 0xPer>' y 
suggested. It is almost total. EverViavm0nt h 
diture is scrutinised by NNPC. £fTI,Lng) ®r0 I 1 
of staff (both foreigners and Nig0r'8 ievflr 1 
cleared with NNPC. Investments in **it39 
forms are double-checked for tho'r £ jg nO II 
before NNPC gives approval. yh° on t*® , | 
doubt, therefore, that NNPC is ^^jviti00 ' i 
driver's seat in its joint venture Bc ! I
the oil industry. r th® )00; II

To provide petroleum products ^ner< 0 i . 
of Nigrian's, NNPC has built two p°na- \on | 
one at Warri and the other at ^nrpo^°z. it I
Port Harcourt refinery which the C th9,^ I
inherited has also been expand®9 aCitY- erY | 
now produces twice its initial ca0p re^-^r1 i | 
corporation is also building a fou H0fC 
at Port Harcourt-Tho Now I
Refinery. NNPC is also engaged inupp!0 I I
shore refining arrangements to 3 iry'9 | I
internal refining faclities. c°u >

Through tho efforts of NNPC f cjU’^ji b
refining capacity has increased jg if1^ | 
prossivoly from 30,000 barrels of 9 c£3Pl |
day in 1977 when tho Corporation g
being to 230,000 barrels per daY ,gPc>r' i
290.000 barrels per day in 1987- r^’O ,9 ■
NNPC's 4th refinery goes into pP pPr ^0 U 
refining capacity will bo 445,0°^ I
crude oil per day. i| t9 I

It is one thing to refine crude o 9 ay_0 l 
usable petroleum pr°.0So 6-^ I
it is quite another to make tn ' I
available to the ultimate consort1 cd 0
nn»roleum products available to n0^<?r!

country, NNPC constructed p® ,
ilinoo and storage depots ,

tes of tho country. By 1979.
had bean completed. This w® rd^^P^P f 
sure that petroleum products 0p p*
part of the country to promote a9 
mont. This had made the old 1°

in oil petrol a thing of the past. <(,nti9u r* IP 
since Realising tho onourmous pot®

wealth from our
natural gas reserves, NN^ a a 
working hard on the model'11 
ciont nnd profitable exploits^9 jr-.9 V 
Nigerian’s natural gas. Since tn pf p’ #
the Corporation a Gas Divis'° p / 
existence in the Corporation d j

exploitation. //
Nigeria has abundant r®s //

mostly concetrated in tho N'0 (0
100 Trillion standard cubic fo0l5^r 
are proven and another 45
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THE NEW STRUCTURE

The new structure of the Corporation com- 
, corporate Heed Office with three 

p-oupsof functional Divisions end tweNe 
subsidiary companies charged 
execution of the Corporation o t 
structure was designed to piece 
in a h-rn post>o-i to compete favi 
international business environme

Bkon in its resolve to expand ORGANIC DEVELOPMENT OF THE 

mnge earning potentials of ------------------------------------
t Nigena. One of the way 

hopes to do this is to export natural gas ir 
quified form The liquified natural 
market has been eluding Nigeria since 

IG pro 
ambit

with
Resources

Th-, wc* m—, ft,
be eve that rt is ~wt scea-Wy the
challenge cf rts b-rth

The Centre or Hendquorters office of the 
Corporation is made up of Corporate 
Services, Operations nnd the 

Nations! Pstrolsum Inv • • J m en t 
Management Services (NAT

The Corporate Services Gro 
a Group Deputy Managing 
after Finance, Legal and Ir 
ministration and Personnel, Technology and 
Corporate Planning and development Divi­

sions.

itegc business units form the
Cc-l -ate structure and sub 
the Co-poration which the 

Petroleum Reeod-cee
23. ’98®

: industry such

and adequate
for regulating the activities of

i in Nigeria was vested with the

strategy planning exercea, 
unit a-sh-sed end assessed its

“■■—a ««■.«--. t—.

success factors end developed ob.'ectivwe. 
posit and strategy* ’®c*j*v C't J?*,* 
success con<»’*-» witt* •* f°T>xw* 

guidoCnM.

undtocovered racn\p-ab'.e reserves About through the Pet-oleum Inspectorate. Ttw 
50% o* th s proven reserves are associated erm of the Corporation has now been merged 
g»s. However or'v’0 - 15% of current pro- with the Federal • Ministry of Retrctovm 

duction is beng used, the rest is hared.
The natural gas reinjection po'icy of the

Corporator! e'ong wth existing utility in­
frastructures have brought along reduction tn
the flaring of gos

NNPC * unshak
the foreign exchar
the oil industry in h 

jpesto do th* is* 
jified form. Trw

Today. NNPC strives robs i strategical^ 
planned and comme-c«i*y managed in­
tegrated international company. whoea mis­
sion * to p-oftebly exp'-ore, develop. pro­
duce. process and ma-ket crude and refined 
petroleum and their by products and 
derivatives, at competitive prices, both at 
heme end abroad. This new posture of the 
Corporation, announced by Mr. President in 
Kaduna on Monday March 21. 1988. and ex­
panded by the Honourable Minister of 
Petroleum Resources in a press statement on 
Wednesday, March 23. 1988. is the product 
of a pains -taking strategic planning process 
embarked upon by the Corporation from late 
1986 to 1987

ways tt 
i in all-

isS
r—A:.*'— .M Tft— 

when the first LNG project was coh- 
templates. Another ambitious plan was 
aborted in 1980. S'nce then NNPC has em­
barked on an LNG prciect which is mere 
realistic end more manageable in size It has 

I already clinched the European market and 
I the first shipment of LNG to seme consumer 
I m Europe is expected about 1995

■ From its inception. NNPC has embarked on 
I the down stream utilization of our petreeum 
I resources Apart from the production cf fee's 
I and lubncating oils from our crude c;l NNPC 
I had wanted to establish the

■ petrochemical Industry in the 
I country. Today, the Corpcmtcn is prpcuerg 
I Petrochemicals in three plants at Exran s-d
■ Kaduna. The second phase c< NNFC's 
B petrochemicals development plan * a'reacN

■ being tackled through the Eleme
■ Petrochemical project in Fort Harcourt.
■ Tha Petrochemicals projects represent 
I NNFC's most recent efforts at dveraifymg 
I the Nigerian Petroleum Industry It « a'sc a

■ major step in the direction cf making N ger*
■ a self reliant economy
I NNPC has been respo-sb'e 

I the portion of crude
■ tributable to government from its equity m-

■ terest in the operations of the c.' ccmoe- es. 
I The Corporation has fashioned cut ap- 
I propriate strategies depend ng co the 
I prevalent circumstances to move Nigeria's 
I crude oil effectively and efficiently in the in­
fl ternational oil market To ensure a 
I guaranteed outlet in the oil market, and 
I enhance the integration of both upstream 
I and downstream.NNPC win be buying equity 
I shares in customers downstream fao.ities - 
I refinenesanddistributionoutiets.
I Since January, th* year. NNPC has been 

I exporting 450,000 barrels per day cf crude oil 
I to six of such refineries in which the Corpora­

tion hopea to have equity interest. The 
refineries four in the U.S.A, and two in

| Spain) refine our crude and sells the products 

through their chains of distributive outlets.
A strategic industry such es oil requires 

very careful and adequate policing. The 
responsibility for reaulatinn the ar-tnrto—■ nt 
oil companies  
Petroleum Inspectorate of NNPC. It also en­
sured that all statutory regulations ere 
edheared to by all operators in the oil in­
dustry. One of its land-mark activities is the 
formulation of regulations for the protection 
of the environment by oil companies. Also, 
NNPC's efforts at conservation of our 
petroleum resources are put into effect
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scheme cf things. The Cor- 
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business. The
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 ______ ronment. in line with
u new commercial posture. The Corporation is 
geared towards efficiency, profitability and 
finenciel autonomy in all its operations. 
Under th* arrangement, the NNPC will be 
adeque-eiy capitalised by Government. 
Henceforth, full commerial justification will 
M required for all the Corporation’s in­
vestments NNPC will now regularly makn 

di/v’er-d peymertts to Government as returns 
for its Investment in the Corporation.

stnjca.ee
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PIPELINES AND PRODUCTS

■erof
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ciently and 
refined 
Linear .

PETROCHEMICALS 
’ANY LIMITED

ant 
lical

PORT HARCOURT REFINING 
COMPANY LIMITED

NIGERIAN GAS DEVELOPMENT 
COMPANY LIMITED

WARRI REFINERY 
AND r 
COMP'

tajv.fwd petroteum 
wgM-cant level of i 
rne-gv rn'K
t writ stimulate sale of special pro 

.-..cts and promote import substitu 
txor* of petroleum products and 
npeoai p'oducts Naphtha Solent, 
OAK Waxes 6 tumen and Sulphur) 
F na*N. the Company will develop 
pre' tab* domestic and export 
ma'kets *or petrochemcal products

The obiect-vea of the Company are tc co 
trrize the capac tee of the ever .ng plants, 
reduce the pleats operaebog coatt. devwec- 
new products from axmng taoHwe *pr use 
in downaveam .ndwS’-es and to extend rpftn 
>ng serves* to the Wset African Sub ro^pn.

The '.srheaten for t*e eewteef iwt of 
th a compare «the seme as that c* the Warn 
Re’nsry and Pet-ocher-xcM Compam LAs 
■w Warn Counterpart Ww company « ow-ws 
100^ tv NMC

regie direction 
displace com­

as a 
establisl

movement from the coastal 
'Simones to identified markets
t w>u determine and meet the na­

tional level of petroleum and 
petrochemical products demand 
■I w>h stimulate the consumption of

i gas LPG to a 
the domestic

SUPPLEMENT ON

NNPC

marketing aspect of Its 
sell and promote gan 
ma’ket and neiphboi 
region

The observable overall stratr 
of this company therefore is to c 
peting fuels with natural pan 
economic ene’pv source and

major

The following are important P'oc’ammas of 
this Company
1 After consolidating • 

withm the next few 
panv intends to explore the possit.1 
tv of extending its pipeline Network 
to neighbouring cobntnes to earn 
valuable revenue.

2. It will consc>cus!y mrn.mize cost of 
services and other cost elements tnat 
go into product pnee determination

3, The Company will maximize utiliza­
tion of coastal vessels for products

u^diary was established to effi- 
i profitably process crude oil into 

I petroleum products and manufacture 
Alkyl Benzene <LAB‘ and Tins ano 

Drums for domestic consumptic' end ex-
■

facilities at the NNPC Refinery and Linear 
Alkyl Benzene Plant in Kaduna

misfo" o' Nigr • - n Gas Development 
Comps" y Limted is to efficiently gather, 
•’eat. transmit and market Nigenas natural 
Gas and its by products to major industrial 
and utibty gas drttnbution companies in 
Nigeria and neighbouring countries through 
Pipe •■•* and ether distribution systems us 

epprop-.t’e m-tnoiogy and at a profit 
■ wii yield an optimum return on invested

The mission of th’* company which <s 
wholly owned by the NNPC is to efficiently 
and profitably process crude oil mto fin shea 
pe:roleu"' and petrochemical products for 
domestic consumption and export using the 
process plant faditiee of the already e»Ming 
NNPC Refinery and Psrochem cal Plants at 
Warri and Ek pan respeetvaiy its cb.ectves 
are to optimise the process plants tec t ee 
develop new products from th® oi ? •- g 
facilities and maximize the profit*! .t> of the 
Company.

The combnatcn of the two NNPC 
facilities at Wani and Ekpan a a logical 
development because the Ekpan 
Petrochemical Plants take their raw matanafe 
or feedstocks from the Warn Ref ne-y From 
the point of view of making sure that the ac­
tivities of the two Complexes s-e cc 
ordmated, the combination is an -deal one 
This will ensure efficiency and m-’s 
wastage of resources man pewer am 
manhour that may result if the two am c ‘ 
terent entities The combinatic n ensu-ee mat 
rf there <s a problem tn one the effects a* *u - 
a problem on the other can be eas. , 'issued 
and resolved.

KADUNA REFINING AND 
PETROCHEMICAL COMPANY 
LIMITED

X Z‘
capital.

The ebov® m •• on statement captures the 
•.’ the rra ,r strateg thrust of th'* 

• ■ ••per/ • •••> ’ir;»i few yearn, which id to 
develop and nurture n gas marketing 

•_ ”—y. and through 't promote the 
••n'v/r ":~.mn’r iii nnti',n and uMieation of 
ra’u'n gat in ttwi country

The kr ,■ r-iemn' 'd addressed by rfin mission 
of th'* company spotlight the Technical 
S', ope ’ 1 '•» b .r.r'inyn v/hir.h is ”i gather, treat 

and transmit pns and its derivatives and the 
' » operations which is to 

Utilisation in domestic 
>uring ECOWAS Sub
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i t.iv obovn, it is clear that this is tho 
iy which will bo responsible for 
>lng tho use of Nigeria n abundant gas

viable domestic gas Industry so as to utilise 
tho vest natural gas resources available in the 
country.

The over-ridding objectives of the Nigerian 
Gas Development Company Limited are;-

*• HOld,n«

i-di
-u®*

Oi ^-^ng tt NNPC Dnll^g Opor,tK,n

will be based 
local demand 
which will 8“* 
sizes It will ~ 
rangomonts »< 
port Credit. T. 
use of local raw mat 
development 6. J 
petrochemical 
consistuto tho

/wSl install. 0»«>on ” P°M|blo.

-""e'.on-' 1

,na 6u’«r^-'kXj

or£.^
ran^^hh Join, ‘h« 'h.

and and possible export outlets 
'.ufhciently justify economic |
<11 nursuo initially, firm finance......
-s such as Joint Venture and Ex

Tho company will maximize lho 
il raw materials end encourage 

virile domestic 
.. Those two features 
strategic directions of

To maintain leadership In the local 
gas market end establish presence In 
tho gas market of neighbouring 
countries.
To improve the financial performance 
and enhance tho profitability of the 
Nigerian Gas Development Pro­
gramme, 
To attract cap 
terntod domost 
parties.
To develop a positive gas use culture 
and remove tho traditional inhibitions 
to tho use of natural gas.

Petrochemical Company is actually an incor- 1. 
poretion of tho Elomo Phaoo II 
Petrochemicals complex of the NNPC, on 2 
which preliminary work has started. What 
NNPC has done is to invite the private sector 
to participate In the Pase II of the Corpora­
tion’s petrochemicals development pro­
gramme. It is this phase that actually holds 
the key to our largo scale production of 
petrochemicals to meet our local demand 
and for export. Therefore, the Eleme 
Petrochemicals Company is an opportunity 
for the organised private sector to participate 
In the downstream activities of the petroleum 
industry.

Tho business mission of tho Elemt 
Petrochemicals Company is to profile 
manufacture a range of petrochemicals pro­
ducts by processing natural gas and refinery 
by-products and to market those products 
locally and abroad.

Tho key elements of this mission are tho 
profitable manufacture of only intermediate 
products such as Polyethylene (PE), 
Polypropylene (PF). Polyv.nylo Chloride 
(PVC), etc , required by downstream 
covertenj to produce end consumer products 
(such as Plastics, Detergents and Phar- 
maceuticals). The marketing (locally and 
abroad) of the products is another key ele­
ment of the mission of this company.

From tho abov 
company 
dovoloplr _ 
resources.

Gas In already being r 
fields, either as nsnoci 
gns It will (>o the job of this company to 
gather tho gas, treat it and d>stribute/sell it 
for Industrial and oven domestic uses all over 
Nigeria and elsewhere. It will determine 
wham gnn is needed and deliver it at a profit.

Tho company’s activitoe will toko shape as 
soon an NNf’C completoa tho Escravos to 
Logos gen pipeline project. The Escravos to 
Lagoa pipeline project will bo the pivot of the 
company’s gas utilisation plans.
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The mission of the Nigena LNG 
a joint venture between NNPC   
other major oil end gas producing ccmpanres 
in Nigeria, is to acquire and ensure e growing 
share of the international market for Nger* s 
abundant natural gas resources by the pro­
motion and sustained implementation cf a 
competitive Ltauified ' 
The other comp 
Shell Elf. and t 
of the joint 
has found

$

Natural Gas in Europe All that is left now is 
for the company to complete the financial 
packages for the project before proceeding to 
the engineering aspect of the business It is 
envisaged tnat its facilities will be ready 
before IT”"

TM is another eubekfaery company formed 
m .p’t vrenture with Chevron NNPC has 

equity m the company while Chevron 
IOS- Hvscn is a service company whose 

pnmary focus is the profitable end ordertv 
penet-ation of the West African market of 
Nige-a s petroleum products It will do this by 
e“e-mg operational and logetic services to 
me NNPC Chevron downstream joint ven­
ture company — CALSCN — which w® 
-ne-ket excess Nigenan petroleum products

Hyeo" • designed pnnc<>aiiy to ensure a

> -
N.gena s lNG • unshaken and sec- keep a 
c’ose eye on deveiopmerts m the U S. and 
Canaca- gee markets, tc contnue the 
tec ■ . . ■ • . ■ . ...

Nature! Gas LNG proect so ensure ftret 
shipment of LNG) m 19K. to source •nance 
for the LNG protect and to Maxes arrengo- 
mert foe the N-gerer LNG Ne

. . P»tro«eu— Products Ma-keung busmeae in
jetn forces a* CM.ro* to espkM tM the West and Central African Sub-region. 
ECOWAS — SvX-regxn-w —anrt to thee partKxiiarN at the Nigenan and. Hyson's 
mutual ac.»'-ege VyKvr thia <u-t ven- ctM objective «s the transfer of -tematxxisi 
fore accroach «mI reduce reis —at -ur» be petroleum products ma-keting know-how to 
br>.grt aco.t > regc'-ji poitcs and thar Nigerians.
ccset e advene on the p-c'tabiltv erf

Opereaenai r-rrej-w :• ere eompa-v 
whch haw bee- -mac cut p-aee-t •me

Thereto
NN PC fo !s tubs-diary
quite substantial They include the collect 
of dividends from the company, the process­
ing of its crude oil at 
an NNPC refinery, the purchase of petroleum 
products from Nigeria at international prices 
and as another source for Nigeria’s crude oil 
sale, a most reliable source at that. All these

The Nigerian National Petroleum Co-pore 
ton is determined to be a force to be reckon 
r< .vh 1- ’ 1
m»-i The ■-•restructures a'ready ta.d out fo 
the new international commercial outlook are 

-.'y the beg-nning cf the corporation s intent 
> go into the world to conouer
NNPC continues to look out for open 

st-etegc w<ndcw» >n the world s petroleum 
b^t-ness To effecthrefy do this the copore- 
to- realises it must be there physically. 
Hence t is presently working on the

’the INTER- 
NATIONAL TRADING AND 
MARKETING COMPANY. When the

i f.nalieed, NNPC will be surer 
a successful international ou

Notwithstanding met NNPCs engineers 
have been involved ■- the design engineer­
ing. construction and commssioning of al 
presets undertaken rv the corporation till 
date we seem not to have been able to build 
a standing engineering outfit that could 
definitely be rei.-ed upon to undertake the 
building of any NNPC project such as a 
refinery with minimum foreign mvoNemsnt

This is because at lhe end of every pro­
ject. our engineers move over to other new 
projects or are dep'oyed to other operational 
units This has made it impossible to have the 
experiences of such engineers concentrated 
m one outfit to build upon and utilise on a 
consistent basis With the establishment of 
this engineering company a base is now be­
ing built for technology acqueiOon and 
development

The backing to be provided by Becbtef 
should shore up the needed confidence >n 
the probability of successful execution cf 
engineering iota to be undertaken by the 
company This company is definitely a wcr 
thwhile venture for a country that st--.ee 
towards technological advancement end in­
dependence.
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WAV HATdocsa man, I' 
Ww of flap, indcpcndci 
hope and drcams 
at 28? Exc< 
his homcla 
through j 
emerge 1 
standing 
hopinj

Hot ______ _____ ____  ..
situation where in 28 years of manhood, 
he is still unable to decide, c 
basis who should presidt

a man. bom in the year 
dependence, a year of 
is, know about Nigeria 

ccpt that he has seen Nigeria, 
land, grope in the dark, drift 

„ years of self-immolation, 
■•c battered and bloodied but still 
..ng, still groping, still drifting and 
ig?
>w docs he come to terms with a

on a regular 
ie over his.

Nigeria still on the trail 28 years after independence
affairs. Why must it be men who either 
shoot or ng their way into power? And 
why must they, more often than not. 
indulge in obscene opulence, thievery 
and squandermania? flow does the 
voungman explain the absence of a dur­
able political system that would guide 
the conduct of not only the governors 
but the governed in an atmosphere de­
void of blood spilling, distrust and 
treachery?

Daily, this young man ponders these 
questions, and on this particular day,

his attention is drawn to the lead stn 
The Guardian (September 22). *n 
informed that the nation’s first '-|o e *S— 
made” car would run soon with a 
ported engine block and gear boxcn 
dumps the newspaper, picks anon 
which informs him that a cobble r< 
Yaba bus stop in Lagos has comm-r 
suicide by jumping into the fla 
rums of his life possession, set abla/'^ 
agents of the state He puts asid^ 
papers and tunes the radio. tht—

Since the false start...
SPHERE is a sense in which form w as equally important as 
■ content. lor forms can sometimes determine tne essence 

of the things they consist.
It was presumably in this light that the Osagyefo, Dr. 

Kwame Nkrumah, upon Ghana's attainment of independ­
ence in 1957, was to parody the Holy Scriptures that' ‘seek ye 
first the political kingdom, and all other things shall be 
added unto you." More than three decades later, the Osagy- 
cfo's homily is yet to come to terms with reality for the vast 
majority' of Ghanaians. If any thing,Nkrumah's countrymen 
would readily agree today that the form called independence 
has, paradoxically, subtracted from what they were made to 
expect so many years ago.

Ghana's dilemma, so typical, is unfortunately the sad 
burden of almost all independent African countries today. 
Just before the emergence of the Second Republic in Nigeria. 
Dr Nnamdi A zikiwe, a frontliner in the struggle for Nigeria's 
freedom and political inspiration for a generation of Nige­
rians, including Ghana’s Nkrumah, had cause to lament the 
fate of independent Africa. To him, having observed closely 
the workings of more than 50 independent African nations, 
there was no conclusion he could come to other than that 
democracy — that irreducible minimum of a free people — 
nos unviable in these shores. The Second Republic, when it 
came, succeeded abundantly in re-enforcing the Owelle s 
sanguine views.

Was Nkrumah naive? Was his accent on a mere political 
form, the hasty reaction of a man contemplating life without 
the whitemans colonial yoke?

At a less simplistic level, Nkrumah's political kingdom 
can be interpreted correctly to mean a kind of lever by which 
all other societal forces could be galvanised. For, every 
nation without political freedom of action will only serve the 
interests of others; never its own. Put in proper perspective, 
therefore, the political kingdom is only a potential, although.

a powerful one. But like individuals, nations are never in­
trinsically bound to realise their pontentials, no matter how 
prodigious.

Twenty-eight years ago, Nigeria got this powerful but 
latent weapon of freedom. And like Ghana, all other things 
have not flowed therefrom. Where, in the inimitable words 
of the French sociologist. Rene Dumont, did Nigeria bevin 
The False Start? Can she ever realise its potentials? How?

As the State prepares to roll out the drums and the red 
carpets to repeat the almost farcical ritual of yearly celebra 
tions on October I, The African Guardian attempts to locat 
the problems and to offer a guide to the future because tl ? 
prevailing vicious circle, if unchecked, may ultimately 1,-^ 
Nigeria into the abyss. a

• Nigeria s first head ol government. Tafawa Balewa ( 
Babangida: Twenty-eight years between, not yet the promise
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Okonkwo’s voice blares loud and clear • 
from far awav Seoul. South Korea — a 
Third Wbrid country just celebrating its 
first gold-transition from a developing 
country to a developed nation. Okonk- 
uo informs the young m.m that his own 
national soccer team, the Green Eagles, 
trained by a German, has been mauled 
again for the third consecutive time in 
the full glare of more than a billion tele­
vision viewers.

Where have we gone wrong? Where 
are we going? God. w hat have we done? 
A barrage of questions. He is tor­
mented, no doubt, but the answers 
won’t come. The young man. quite 
familiar with other lands, is aware that 
the problems of his homeland are not 
without a solution. Take South Korea 
the country of the moment Forget 
now. its problem of unification with 
North, the presence of foreign trooj 
on its soil or its appreciable level < 
development. For in South Korea, like 
Nigeria, successive regimes have been 
locked in pitched battles with the peo­
ple, especially the students, whose cla­
rion call and desire have been one- 
word — democracy.

Whether they have achieved that is 
open to different interpretations. But 
one thing is clear; the aroma of demo­
cracy. the ultimate gold, can be 
sniffed from the fresh air in the 
whole of the Korean Peninsula Take 
this incident. A Korean journalist Mr 
Oh Hong Kun, city editor of South 
Korea’s JoonganR Daily News has pub­
lished an article denouncing “military 
culture" as the greatest enemy of his 
country’s experiment in democracy 
According to TIME magazine, goons 
from the country ’s military intelligence 
were not amused by the article and they 
went after the journalist, beating him 
and slicing his thigh with a knife. He 
ended up in hospital but that w as not the 
end.

The country's leadership, now 
savouring the luscious dish of democra­
cy — complete with a parliament and a 
strong opposition fboth in Parliament 
and in the streets) — opened an inves­
tigation The three military assailants 
were found and punished. Not only 
that, the country’s defence minister 
took vicarious responsibility for the 
crime of his soldiers, apologized to the 
journalist and offered to resign. "It re­
flects the enhanced democratic strength 
of our people", an elated Kim Yong 
Sam. leader of the opposition Reuni­
fication Democratic Party was quoted 
as saying.

That is democracy, the sweetness of

which even tutxm ci—own. That is 
what Nigeria has dacxxxred for since

when Richards gave her the first 
constitution But ciamoor as Nigerians 
have beer, desng. the fart todav is that 
democracy has proved to be an elusive 
dream Vanosxs neaser.s have been 
offered for the failure Soldiers 
blamed cni’.ar.s. aviharn have bh 
soldiers

The caiBcn’s baton in the past 28 
years has been that cf peutseal instabil­
ity which has triggered a cnil war. 
botched attempts at democracy milit­
ary inters er.tiers, dxttrcsl among the 
var..es e*.-- 
non, suppression cf  
muzzling of labour, student —ions and 
progressist forces As Mokwugo 
Okoye, a hero cf the independence 
struggle. who was jailed by the British 
colonialists laments to the Afnt&n 
Cutrduvi. The ‘ *
cancature cf wf._. 
him. it is akin to add; 
jury each time you ask i 
feel about this country 
man. we 
for this nation, but see the mess they 
have made of the couf”

Okoy e is not the only i 
in Nigeria today. Indeed, 
his lixl million compatnr 
Rut who is to blame? 1 
done? Many Nigerians blame the v1-- 
tem while others blame the operators ■ >. 
the system. Dr Kola Balogun. a minuter 
in the Fir.t Republic, cays that "What 
went wrong was primarily t 
of the leaders in political economy, 
our leaders had had enough knowlcds 
of the economy, the two r.r_* ’ 
(Balewa and Shagan regime-: — 
not have failed. ’’ Apart from ignorance. 
corruption, insecurity, political intoler­
ance and election ngging have been

• Site.'- • - '<.■ - • f* Socond fiopuNc

taunted bv successive military leaden
in the political process. 

. ,o put a halt to this, the 
J.T..mstration ha> outlined 
of evolving a political cul­

ture devoid of these ■*
tratron thus. set up. 
January 1986 to c< 
Nigerians and artuul.itc a 
from political instability t< 
democracy

The Bureau in its report f and Niger­
ia as a modernising, capitalistic system 
and a largely pre-induxtnal. ic.a sub­
sistence cconomv While the Bureau 
reported that Nigeria "has all the 
potentialities for greatness." it. never­
theless. observed that the country faces 
tremendous obstacles in "our ethnic 
and religious diversities, the margina­
lisation of the vast majority of the peo-

i pie as a result < • class and social strati­
fication . and differing lev els of exposure

, to Western technology 
ling salt to an in- I Which is the way 
us to say wt at we I Bureau rcc< n

about this country lamncfahappv I social engineering. a dear i( 
-------------' * Jeak 1 (Socialism), and a committed and p* 

1 they pxrxful leadership Hie Babangi 
. administration, although impressed 

ip>py man i the report, did not accept its rccom- 
a few of I mendation of socialism Rather, the 

,e happy I Federal Government in it-, white paper
■ u I claimed it was not interested in impos- 

I mg any ideology on the country Fhc 
I transition programme which is the poli- 
I tical version of the Structural Adjust- 
, mcnf Programme (SAP) envisages.

the ignorance • . to Vi ■ Admiral Augustin
• j< j Aikhomu. the Chief of General Staff,

..nowledgc . the "orientation of the Nigerian 
republics citizenry in the evolution of a new poli- 

ies) would tical order and gradual disengagement 
i of the military by handing over the 
. reigns of power completely to a demo­

cratically elected civilian government in

r-er.ts to The Afnc&n i p 
: present day Nigeria n a | fi 
•hat »t dreamt cf ’ To ; t< 
* ‘ tah to an in-

say v..,ai 
, . j not aha; 

: sacrificed ourselves and i 
... nation. ‘ 

have made of if 
Okoy e is not the
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Dr Kola Balogun a banned politician 
is not impressed with the blanket ban on 
former public officials, saying that “no­
body has a right to stop another from 
participating in politi"” ~'4 4‘ 
what should guide the 
rule of law. "If somebody is tound to 
have criminal records or is found guilty 
of anv criminal offence by any court or 
tribunal, or he is convicted of fraud, he 
should be banned in accordance with

dents Union, agrees with Balogun 1 V ** sr.* «- <--♦
but on a different premise. The ban, 
Ifowodo. a law student, says, "is a clev­
er. well-disguised wool-pulling exercise 
to make the Nigerian people believe 
that the banning of a group of people 
within a discredited class while another 
group is given the full reins to assume 
the vacated positions, is a surgical cure- 
all formula for Nigeria's embattled poli­
tics.*'

If it is a surgery at all. Ifowodo argues, 
it is a cosmetic one which would cleanse 
only the surface. Says the student un­
ionist: "What is more painfully pro. 
vocative is when in spite of the rehabi­
litation of a good number of these ban-

CO"’” say’.t V<= * al'°ue 'o

• Princewill. Two parties make for balance and 
stability
both civilian and military, 
political polarisation along 
ethnic lines, the Federal 
accepted the Politburo t 
tion of two political parties  
Republic. Although the Federal Gov­
ernment has taken steps to ensure a 
smooth transition and stable Third Re­
public. analysts have already spotted 
gaping loopholes and crucial mistakes in 
the process.

Fafaa Dan Princcwill, a Lagos I 
lawyer, praises the programme but 
points to some "mistakes in some 
aspects" of government policies. Says 
he: "It is wrong to constitute the Consti­
tuent Assembly (billed to submit its re­
port in January) without first lifting the 
ban on politics." The inception of the 
Constituent Assembly, Princewill says, 
"has created political wrangling* and 
other subterancan mancouvrerings all 
in the guise of writing the Constitu­
tion " Princewill says the ban on poli­
ticking has caused people to grope in the 
dark, adding that "even the Constituent 
Assembly members cannot claim to be 
making the Constitution based on the 
political wishes of their constituencies " 
Princcwill. however, praised the two-

1992."
The civilian government President 

Ibrahim Bnbangida envisages shall be of 
"viiionary realists" and not "extrem­
ists '. According to the political prog­
ramme, to ensure an enduring Third 
Republic, the Directorate of Social 
Mobilisation (MAMSER) shall educate 
the masses and mobilise them to 
appreciate their political, economic and 
social rights which "will make them see 
themselves as brothers and sisters in 
spite of ethnic and cultural diversities.".

The government, to ensure a clean 
break with the past, clamped a blanket 
ban on former political office holders,

party system, saying it would “unify the 
opposition, which makes for balance 
and stability."

Mr Agama Agama, a member of the 
Constituent Assembly, agrees: "This is 
the most viable option for the country 
because it provides answers to all our 
political problems." But Agama sees a 
danger in the two major religions — 
Islam and Christianity — forming the 
bedrock of the emerging parties. Dr 
Nwokedi Amatokwu, a senior lecturer 
in Mass Communication. University of 

. Lagos, says the proposed two party sys­
tem “moves us closer from country to 

I nation."

a ~"r.— —...— —■  * •—•------— —Q Nwokedi * Faith in the new breeds
stability
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Nigeria's economic recovery remains a mirage

T r1' TZ J EORN,^‘r- 1 J r la to come I
f *1 out of Its cco-

O notnic cnsis
Dr Bade Oni- 
mode of the

uty of Ibadan, has a recipe: "The 
should reduce the link between 

__ ___ .» —d other foreign currencies 
like the dollar, and unilaterally peg the 
exchange rate and debt service ratio." 
Some, like Chief Oluwole Adeosun. 
Managing Director. First Bank think 
that would be going back to the era of 
import licensing and fixed exchange 
rates which have put the country in its 
present precarious state.

However, the government has 
thrown its weight behind a market- 
oriented programme that it expects 
would pave the way for industrial 
growth and a self-sustaining develop­
ment. But as it puts its plans into action, 
the public is not quite sure where the 
Structural Adjustment life-line would 
lead the country. Nor do critics and 
proponents sec any light at the end of 
the tunnel that would herald prosperitv 
in the 1990's. '

Locked in a vicious debt circle. Niger­
ia has been going through a juggling 
exercise of debt rescheduling. For all 
the efforts, it seems that the only visible 
outcome has been that the countn is 
sinking deeper into debt. Central Bank 
of Nigeria (CBN) has reported that in 
1985, total outstanding debt was N17.3 
billion. It hit the N100.8 billion mark 
last December and this year is estimated 
to add another N22 billion. All these in 
the face of painful debt-sen ice pay­
ments that seem like a drop in a bucket. 
For the first half of this year, U.S. $1079 
million w as doled out for debt sen icing. 
dwarfing last year's by 189.7 per cent.

With this kind of scenario, specula­
tions are that Nigeria’s debts may grow 
to $60 billion by 1992. At today's ex­
change rate, that is a staggering N300 
billion, leading to the ugly prediction 
that it could take the country well over 
100 years to balance her debt portfolio. 
While the crystal ball gazers set the 
panic rolling, the government says the 
answer lies in shedding its holdings in 
various businesses and leaving parastat- 
als to fend for themselves. But even this 
grand arrangement is tottering Local

critics are divided about the underlvir.g : 
rationale by government Or. the one ' 
hand, some businessmen say that by i 
leaving profitable companies like banks 
out of the pnvatmtKXi exercise, and 
still maintaining a presence tn some. the 
government appears half-hearted tn its 
efforts to turn the economy around

Taking a cue from the Mkhgentsauon 
exercise, cntscs like Dr Ommcxie ask 
"Who gets what." in the privatisation 
exercise" It appears that the central 
focus to this group shock! be the 
able dstr.butx'n cf mvestmerts 
tax payers for the benefit of all Even j 
so. Chief Om,*»ak Kuyc. Secretary to 
the Technical Committee on Pnvatisa- ' 
tion and Co—.nxmaksanoo program­
me observed that the government has 
fragmented the ownership structure of 
these firms that a questven arises as to its 
effective lapteaeatatKm It appears 
that the government has tned to steer a 
middle ocurse in an attempt to satisfy 
both sides

But potential mtematxynal investors 
and creditors see the arguments dif­
ferently They bel.es e that government 
and cntKs alike are musing the point

-••••.-. J c. _ . - •
version must go hand tn hard and the 
government has not done quite enough 
For exampie. it ihevid not be seen that 
privatisation merely involves the gov- ; 
emment giving up pan c.wxenhrp. The 
* hole idea is t • pen up the ec-T-my to 1 paper 
create a ckr.ate I:r produane invert- . |,c m tl 
ment and efficient management It does 
not matter who owns what Now it 
apcars :*■ r.t.ve to
attract foreigners to bnrjg the much I 
needed capit I inflow , thr 
equity swap, to cash in on pro atiubon i

The International Finance Corpora- j 
tion (IFC), an arm of the World Bank, 
has its own prescriptions. First. Nigeria 
should open up the class of debts to be 
covertcd m order to attract genuine in­
vestors. At present, eligible convertible 
debts amount to about $8.1 billion in­
cluding $4.8 billion in promissory notes 
Discounting in the international capital 
market for a miserly 27-30 per cent of 
face value, it seems to them that the 
country is not quite ready for serious 
business.

Secondly, the debt-equity guidelines 
allow for capital repatriation in 10 years

THE AFRICAN GCARDIAN OCTOBER 3. I9W

equit- 1
'be [ a KoArv Avwpners own some co-ijanw 

p-arca.'y
while dividends could be taken home by 
foreigners m five This arragement is 
deemed to be a limiting idea in the in­
vestment decisions of foreigners If the 
government meets these criteria, in­
cluding reducing taxes and reviewing 
the Nigeria Enterprise* Promotion 
Board decrecc to allow foreign interest* 
into areas that were exeta *■ b 
sen cd for Nigerians, then it w ould have 
set off an alarm, because undcrly ing the 
reluctance to endorse privatisation and 
debt conversion is the fear of foreign 
domination of the country's economy. 
But Alhaji Kollere. Managing Director. 
Ir.t emational Merchant Bank, says “we 
cannot deceive ourselves; foreigners 
own some of these companies practical­
ly . but subscribe to 40 to 60 per cent on 

"So where does Nigeria’s future 
the foregoing scenario?

It appears that Nigeria may have to 
experience a delayed take off for self- 
reliance or a hard landing that could 
follow a luke-warm effort. Haroun 
Adamu. Publisher of the Nigerian Eco­
nomist and member of the Constituent 
Avvembly is not mincing words. He be­
lieve* that the country is heading toward 
a tragic fall Even as government prog­
rammes point the opposite direction, 
the chances of success may Ik marred in 
the enormity of competing and conflict­
ing objectives

A particular problem is that there arc 
no immediate answers. It has become 
apparent that unviablc privatised com­
panies would first be made viable before 
they can attract investors’ fancy. Initial 
estimates indicate this could be 
achieved between 199(1 and 1992.

By Herbert O/eh
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Victor Ogundipe from a retrospective 
look at Nigeria's economic terrain gives 
signposts of the future

THE traditional obligatory review of 
I the economy which accompanies 

the celebration of the nation’s inde­
pendence anniversary, though a useful 
exercise, appears to be less important at 
this juncture when compared to the long 
term economic issues which will deter- waECS jn, 
mine the level of economic prosperity ? .
which this nation can anticipate in the w. e 
next two decades. In many ways, we _t _ 
have become so preoccupied with our 
current predicament that wc arc run­
ning the risk of not tackling the very 
fundamental economic issues which the 
21st century will bring. It has become 
customary for Nigerians to ascribe most 
of our problems to the lack of planning; 
now is the time to address ourselves to 
the issues of the future, because if we 
believe that these arc difficult times, the 
dimensions of future economic chal­
lenges arc truly formidable. There will 
be life after SAP.

If one is to take some liberty with 
what little dependable demographic sta­
tistics exist at present, there arc some 
rather disturbing economic trends in 
the horizon. With over 50 per cent of 
the nation’s population currently under 
18 years, we can safely assume that 
Nigeria’s labour force would have 
grown to a potential figure close to 60 
million by the year 2008. Meanwhile, 
the World Development Report for 
1988. informs us that only five per cent 
of Nigerian married women of child 
bearing age actually use contraceptives 
Is this potential workforce of the future 
to be absorbed in manufacturing or agri­
cultural production? Should employ­
ment opportunities of the future be 
geared to labour intensive or capital in­
tensive production? What will be the 
comparative technological advantage 
between the developing and the indus­
trialised nations at the time? Who is to 
provide the jobs, Government or the 
private sector?

Infriistructiirc/Social Welfare
At the present time, there arc virtual­

ly no direct transfer payments being 
made by Government to the citizens of 
this country; what indirect payments do 
exist (such as the supply of electrical 
power, water, and the construction of
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and fixed deposit accounts into produc- 

ipital We can only do «x> hy a 
igh liberalisation of the invest- 
dimate, and the reduction of 

to the barest minimum, 
f better, the private 

lor and the government is both su; 
cial and unproductive; both groups 
resent factions of the same elite

The country is an investors, pa: 
with fortunes to be made and hour 
opportunities for productive ’ 
The route to wonderland is ___
forward if only we can let go of some of

the over-concentration of 
power which the programme 
in. while at the same time bemoaning 
the inefficiency arising trom public sec­
tor equity participation’ Wc require 
domestic investors to show mere confi­
dence in the economy by making new 
local ir.vcstm - . ■

• capital Right schemes, ard vet wc 
mtinue to pursue capncx-..' policies 

which indicate that investment deci­
sions of today may very well be under- 
mined ’
of Nigerian entrepreneurs have seen 
their fortunes crumble ncht underneath 
their noses, and would certainly de­
mand strong assurances before they m- 

venwes again Uc urge

economic 
w ill result 

mng 
sec

our out-dated fixations. Government 
should let private initiative flourish, re­
lax investment regulations further, in­
crease access to bank credit, reduce the 
cost of agricultural credit if no other 
subsidies exist, and concentrate on 
banging efficiency into the 
machinery. 
non of our pt 
turned above.

Towards the 21st century
Ric next stage of the equation is the 

trecky part; establishing our develop­
ment priorities for the beginning of the 
next century. A great deal of unortho­
dox thinking will have to come into play 
here, because there arc some truisms of 
world development that we cannot 
avoid For one thing, there is no ques­
tion of our ability to achieve technolo­
gical parity with the industrialised na­
tions The only hope that we have is to 
exploit the inevitable changes that will 
take place in the composition of the 
labour forces of Europe and North 
America. Demographic studies indicate 
that an increasing percentage of the 
population of the mdustnahsed nations 
will lx? falling into the category of re­
tired and senior citizens. More impor­
tant however, the decline of birth rates 
in these nations over the last two de­
cades suggests that new recruits into 
their labour force will increasingly be on 
the decline

The lope of the above developments 
has explicit implications for the type of 
productive activity that these nations 
will be willing to undertake, and those 
which they would be willing to concede 
to the developing nations, not out of 
altruistic motives, but for reasons of 
comparative cost disadvantages. For 
nations like Nigeria, it means that prim- 
ary production w ill continue to be im­
port .’.nt both for domestic consumption 
and for export. In addition, there will be 
.••t opportunities in the area of 
elementary manufacturing processes, 
and i.s'xmbling of intermediate goods, 
both fr-r export and re-export.

Thus, if for instance we should pose 
the question of whether or not we 
should continue to establish motor­
vehicle assembly plants, the answer 
would be ‘yes’ Why? Because, we 
would be unable to compete anyway 
with the level of automobile technology 
in the industrialised nations in the 21st 
century. Because, we could conceivably 
develop a significant export market in 
sub-saharan Africa

>es to the quest:" 
to be adopted. It does a*- 
have actually chosen a m< 
private initiative 
orientation, but there 
luctance to be explicit aboi 
Such reticence will only le.. 
tion, and then to failure.

Take our proposed privatisation 
programme for instance: the antagon­
ists to the programme have created so 
much apprehension that the program­
me is rapidly resembling an esoteric ex­
ercise in financial juggling, which is in­
creasingly obscuring the fact * 
major issue is that of installing 
ar.d efficient management. After al! the 
financial juggling, we shall simply find 
that we have preserved the bureaucratic 
and management structures tha‘t 
brought us to the place of pain in the 
first instance.

Our perspective plans must implicitly 
recognise that the liberalisation of the 
economy is the only route to the expan­
sion of the productive frontier. The con- 
tradictons arising from our reluctance to 
grasp market-orientation explicitly arc 
causing a great deal of damage to our 
ability to forge ahead. Examples of the 
contradictions abound. On one hand we 
condemn the banks for making profits 
from the Foreign Exchange Market 
(FEM), and then turn around to con­
gratulate the slate banks for finally hav-

I xr:-;.-. j profitab|e be-
to the same

live cap 
thoroug! 
ment ch

ie bureaucracy
,e The stand-off between the 

’ ' : government r 
productii 
tons of t

efficiency into the taxation 
y This is the route to the crca- 

productive scenario men-

crown. After they perform the miracle. 
Government can politely -£rorm the 
group that government will Imre to be a 
beneficiary'of such successes as there 
might be. and avail itself of additional 
revenue bv w ay of taxes.

Meanwhile, the achievement of such 
an increase in productivity would cer­
tainly have provided the jobs and the 
overall impetus to grow th which is man­
datory for survival. It is a simplistic sce- 
naro. and yet for all it s simplicity, it 
appears to be the only route that we 
have left Assuming that we accept the 
scenario, how do we create the climate 
for it to become reality, and even more 
significant, how would we assign the be­
nefits of the scenario in meeting with the 
challenges of the 21st century? These 
are the issues which should be preoc­
cupying us at the present.

The route to wonderland
If we accept that the task before us is 

the creation of significant mere 
productivity, so as to raise the___ _
capital formation, then we must address 
ourselves to the question of the model 

> appear that we 
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• Faits on display: Self-sufficiency In food production is first step to economic emancipation

Foibles of food

k
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and palm poducts even did better, and 
groundnut production exceeded one 
million tonnes

The black gold put an end to all that. 
Eight years after the Shell oil company 
exported the first 5,134 barrels of crude 
oil from Nigeria, oil had reduced agri­
culture’s contribution to total export 
earnings to 60 per cent. And within five 
short years later, oil was king; agricul­
ture was a pretender to the throne of 
Nigeria’s economy. Evidence: oil 
accounted for 74.4 per cent of earnings; 
agriculture a paltry 22 per cent.

The Arab-Israel war which broke out 
in 1973 caused a further slide in the 
fortunes of agriculture. A fall-out of the 
war was the tripling of the world-wide 
prices of petroleum. Nigeria was in a 
good position to benefit. The oil boom was on!

But something else besides the boom 
was on: Importation. Nigeria went after 
any foreign good it could lay its hands 
on; including food. The food bill at the 
end of 1982 was more than H3 billion It 
was a period of illusion, of hopes built 
’’’’in* took
loan. By 1982, the naira value (at nJ1 
height of the oil boom, two doll’ars

dent Shchu Shagari introduced hk Sl' 
stcrity measures. And suddenly ev?U‘ 
one was on the look-out for a 
for the banished “impostor” of vt?,°Ur’ 

'uharroneAenCUl,UrC U
I Bu,‘,WOU'd'akemo"’hwBoodw|U 

agricultural output.

Lack of foresight stalls Nigeria's agricultural output
AGRICULTURE is a depressing 
Misignpost against the stark, cheer­
less sky of Nigeria’s experience in the 
last 28 years. Not even the great amount 
of information churned out periodically 
by research institutes ana university 
agriculture departments can conceal 
this depressing fact: Almost three de­
cades after the Union Jack went down, 
the Giant of Africa cannot feed itself. 
Malawi, a tiny country in southern Afri­
ca pulls off this "feat" quite regularly. It 
is enough to make the most optimistic 
patriot shed tears of frustration.

Consider: in 1960, agricultural pro­
ducts accounted for four-fifths of the 
total value of the country’s export earn­
ings. Two years later, the sky was still 
awash in silver linings: agriculture con­
tributed about 61.2 per cent to the 
Gross National Product (GNP), that is, 
the total value of goods and services 
produced that year In 1970, 18 years 
later, the portents were not so bright. 
Agriculture was responsible for 44 per 
cent of export earnings. Four years la­
ter, it was down to less than 24 percent. 
But the worst was yet to come. By 1980, 
agriculture was virtually in its death 
throes; it contributed only 18 per 
cent to the economy.

In one of the most telling indictments 
of Nigeria's agricultural politicies, the 
chairman of the Directorate for Foods, 
Roads and Rural Infrastructure recent­
ly asked: "Why should we have food 
crisis in spite of the huge funds pumped 
into World Bank-assisted agricultural

development programmes, river basin 
authorities, Operation Feed the Nation 
and Green Revolution?’’

The answer to that question lies 
somewhere between poor planning and 
misdirected policy execution. Before 
the 1960s and the immediate post­
independence era, agriculture was the 
crown in the jewel of Nigeria’s eco­
nomy. But there was a perfectly rational 
explanation for tins. Then, petroleum 
was only a rumbling in the distance and 
"Back to the Land" was not just a jing­
le; it was sheer necessity. Thus, 20 per 
cent or nearly 35 million pounds of total
• Nasko, Agric Minister: An uphill task Io stimulate increased



Adedi

don<

By Paul Nwabulkm

34 THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN OCTOBER 3.

Cover Choice
pre- 

st-oil 
agri- 
oved

ICTC

rpart-
Uni-

manv
1 by

rcert of 
legion I 
•r. seme of

to get 
eminent 
boor 
culti

Problem is certainly 
e government says its 
licies revolve around 
farmer. But the lc-J- 

>anks and other f«v«„ 
te him. Even 
Credit Gut

interview “It bes m a faulty philosophy 
and faulty organisational set-up. It also 
lies in defective programming in the 
teaching and research by our universi­
ties of agriculture. Another major con­
straint is the problem of rural infrastruc­
ture...”

The last problem is certainly worthy 
of note The government says its agri­
cultural policies revolve around the 
small-scale farmer. But the lending poli­
cies of banks and other factors seem 
designed to frustrate him. Even though 

Agricultural Credit Guarantee 
Scheme made it possible for a total of 

I N102m to be loaned to 16.209 fanners 
I last year, many other farmers were not

no doubt that, agriculture, 
more than ever before, is on 

age. But intentions and poli- 
. . yet to be reflected in returns 
ten 1984 and now. as Koinyan 
recently, at least N5 billion has 

tn pumped into agriculture. But the 
returns arc far from fantastic As Nuru- 
deen Adedipe, Vice-Chancellor of the 
recently-established University of Agri­
culture. Abeokuta puts it: "The wav we 
were 15 years ago is the wav we 
practically are today." Adedipc'attri­
butes this distressing situation to prob­
lems of “funding, strategy, operational 
modality, leadership and geo-politics.

The problem may be more than that 
Njoku Awa, a Professor at the Dei 
ment of Communication, Cornell 
versity, New York believes that "n.w, 
projects, especially those designed bv 
govemment agencies, the national 
ministries of agriculture, education and 
health, continue to ignore local needs 
neglect local resources and alienate loc­
al groups."

The ban on importation of foodstuffs, 
including wheat and maize, though 
well-intentioned, has not resulted in an 
automatic rise in the fortunes of. the 
agricultural sector. Not even the pre­
sence of 16 faculties of agriculture. 40 
schools and colleges of agriculture and 
14 agricultural research institutes have 
caused any significant improvement in 
the food situation. In 1981. the federal 
government supported only the Federal 
department of forestry financially; by 
19S3, there were 78 different agricultu­
ral parastatals solely funded by govern­
ment. But research funding is limited to 
an average of one per cent of the value 
of agricultural products; elsewhere it is 
as high as 3 per cent.

In its White Paper on the findings and 
recommendations of the Political 
Bureau last year, Federal government 
confidently declared that “The ban on ' the 
the imporation of food, including nee. 
maize and wheat as well as vegetable oil 
has significantly removed our depend-

w ays been ready an 
farmers financially, 
not reciprocating. * 
the hign degree v 
seems that government 
loans at the expense of the g 
mer who. in spite of the adv 
lionaire farmers, prex 
the food eaten in the <

Nature, the less sut 
nature, a 
agncultur 
quela bi.
brother of them 
havoc yearly, 
came from an i 
heavens — 
flooded by rain. Last y 
spent N7 million to cor 
year the bill is much more.

Down South, erosion and salinity 
continue to do terrible things to the soil. 
All in all. nature has done more damage 
to the food fortunes of Nigeria than 
many know. The solution? Instead of 
the piece-meal approach for which we 
arc renowned in these parts, a more 
integrated approach to the problem 
should be adopted. The rickety dams 
which traverse the country should be 
over-hauled, and periodic checking 
should be the rule, not the exception

A». in other areas, government may be 
<-a>d to have a lot of good intentions.

But this may not be enough. The 
tendency for government policies in 
agriculture to be subverted by unscru­
pulous officials or to go unrealized be­
cause of inadequate planning arc very 
real prr.sibihtics tn the final analysis. The 
emphasis in the next years should not be 
on having perfect solutions. Rather it 
should be on making the policies more 
perfect in the light of new experiences, 
and the contributions of those directly 
in the line of fire: the farmers them­
selves.

agriculture back to its p> 
re. Neither the pre or post- 

!>m initiatives to take Nigeria’s ag 
ture out of the woods have prov 

successful. In 1973. for example, the 
was the National Accelerated Food Pro­
duction Project, a half-hearted effort at 
best. The other programmes that fol­
lowed in quick succession fared no bet­
ter: Operation Feed the Nation (OFN). 
Seed Multiplication and Distribution 
Project, the Green Revolution and the 
Agricultural Credit Guarantee Scheme 
(AGS) 

There is 
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centre-stag 
cies are ye 
Be twee 
noted i 
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able to get loans. The 2ft per cent in­
terest on agricultural loans has re­
mained. in spite of the erica of farmers. 
It wvrsens an already compounded 
situation, the partial pnv atisation of the 
Nigerian Agricultural Credit Banks 
(NACB) has made it more difficult to 
ovvtwme the collateral obstacle. And 
some unscrupulous farmers arc giving 
others a bad name. Ondo State is a 
tvpical example where the government, 
having spent Nb7 million in 12 years as 
loans to farmers, could only recover 
MO million. Navy Captain Olabode 
George sounded some* hat bitter when 
he highlighted the problem three 
months ago. “The government has al-

. — j. U1||jng (o assist the
ally, but the fanners are 
ig the gesture judging by 
:c of defaults.” But it 

can only stop 
genuine far-

 -dvent of mJ- 
’reduces almost all 

country.
jblime aspects of 

are also part of the blight on 
:ure In the north, rinderpest, 
nrds. grasshoppers and the big 

?.n — droufjvt — wreak 
This year, destruction 

unexpected quarter—the 
as dams and riven were 

year, Kano State 
ombat pests This

ence to achieve self-reliance. It is signi­
ficant that Nigeria is now reasonably 
self-sufficient m food production ’*

This seems a bit far-fetched There is 
compelling evidence that makes short 
work of any statistics, however well- 
couched they are The come-back of 
K*ashiokor. the ailment that sent many 
to their graves dunng the aval war. r$ 
evidence. A xkg bag of gam b sold for 
between H25O and N2W up about 100 
per cent from last year. Gam is perhaps 
the best known case The lowly national 
staple is suddenly high brow. affordable 
only by the rich Other staple* have not 
fared better

The reasons for the country's back­
wardness m agriculture, of tri having 
about S) per cent of its citurns tn this 
field, are legKXi Frances Idachaba 
elaborated on seme of them in a recent
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CULTURE

At last a manifesto

N*«, 
made known 
her cultural 
policy The 
break-through 
may be credit­
ed to Informa­

tion and Culture Minister,Tony Momoh. 
who, since his appointment in 1986. has 
pushed hard to get such a policy in print. 
The definition of the horizon of culture 
is seen as the prior objective basis for 
any forward march. Its possibility in 
shaping or assisting the course of 
national development cannot be over­
looked

The publication of a cultural policy in 
the twenty-eighth year of the nation's 
independence is itself a criticism of the 
quality of that independence It is a re­
minder that the titans of the nationalist 
struggle did not have a cultural prog­
ramme to enable a conscious modelling 
of the new Nigerian nation. It is perhaps 

that the fabric of the cultural 
would be intertwined with the 
outlook of its active proposer.

ughout with the 
ubiquity 

ic policy
that

New policy desires a cultural dimension to national planl

escape the vulgar identif’^^ t 
lure with whatever belong* ( 
they arc not totally free L-iy 
To say that culture is not tncsi>g£ 
to the customs of the p3>t. js ' 
possibility of a return wh«c ^t 
dent of the socio-econom* 
policy prescribes a nurnb^(.fi-'’ 
bodies which will put 
path already being trod by fl­
nations. One of these jib , 
Troupe, being constitute^ £jiic 
of the performing arts. 
Ogunde, as consultant.

Nigerians may look 
day when the state fulf’1* jj*,b 
to promote the *
theatres which will be sOnlrit-*,< 
non, leisure and enterta’

lew 
inevitable i 
policy 
world  
There is a concern throughout with the 
past, witnessed by the ubiquity of the 
word "traditional'* The policy states, 
on the very first page, that "culture is 
not merely a return to the customs of the 
past It embodies the attitudes of a peo­
ple to the future of their traditional 
values faced with the demands of mod­
ern technology which is an essential fac­
tor of development and progress."

Though the foregoing statements
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Title: Nigeria.- 1 bolinvo A manifesto for tho Third Republic.
Authon Arthur Nzoribo
Publisher: Kilimanjaro Publishing Com­

pany Limited. London
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ft RTHUR Nzenbe. mil- Sheikh Gumi deals 
••lionaire businessman such treasonably s 
and former senator, in his rian partisanship." 
latest book, goes full-tilt Nzeribe gives prorr.inen- 
into the North-South ethno- ce to the disturbances in 
politico-religious divide Kaduna last year, sparked 
that threatens the emorg- by sectarian clashes at the 
ence of a viable Nigerian College of Education, 
state and society. Kafanchan. He brings to

The Ikemba of Nnewi, his service reports on the 
Odumegwu Ojukwu, in a disturbances in Today's 
similar line of thought last Challenge magazine, and 
month, clarified the many a feature in the Sunday 
aspects of dichotomy Voice newspaper. He cites 
in a publicized lecture, supporting evidence to 
Nzoribe's main gripe is: "A show Saudi Arabia's in­
situation in which nearly volvement in Nigeria's reli- 
24 years of our 28 }--------- ‘
independent leadership 
have been dominated by 
northerners, all but one of 
them muslims, reflect 
neither federal chare 
and geographical spre 
nor the plurality of r 
gious followings."

This is essentially 
same grievance airuu ... 
Nzeribo's earlier work, 
Nigeria: Another Hope Bet­
rayed. The present 
work seems to have been 
an update to take account 
o! developments since tho 
advent of the Babangida 
administration. Tho ver­
dict is unchanged. It is reli­
gion. or rather tho govern­
ment's sins of omission 
or commission on tho sub­
ject, that really riles Nzor 
ibo, who is described as "a 
Christian Igbo from East­
ern Nigeria” on the back 
cover of tho book. Ho is 
irked by the utterances of 
Sheikh Abubakar Gumi. 
the King Faisal award win­
ner. His words: "It is re­
levant to illustrate the 
gravity and potential for i 
danger fof the nation, of 
Gumi's views by reiterat­
ing the constitutional pro­
vision on the issues t«v.. -
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Kid performers hit Nigeria's musical scene

tyomi Dilly, 
of seven

ed away in the C< 
District of Orile Iganr' 
less densely popuh 
part of that residei 
area on the Lagos 
land.

Dance artiste Innocent 
Udeh, 8. who attends the 
school cannot be easily- 
identified from the 60 odd 
pupils who in their hurry to 
return home at the end of 
the school day quickly go 
through the national 
Anthem and Pledge before 
making for the exit.

When Innoct 
is popularly 
his school

the school j
warns against 1

»s in the kids' educa- 1
"There's a danger of <

performers en- 
j as delinquents if 
:k proper academic 
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j .l Cyndi Laupcr. the Amer- 
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primary Three -iZthposi- rJarB rd hrot like
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of primary Four 11th and roerjtB of readjng and writ- 
Sth position respectively jng you qoon |o do 
"This is not good enough." anything." The kids could 
said the school proprietor, be used an money ’’mints' 
Mr. Ifeolu Adeniyan. "We by show business proles- 
are proud of his (Inno- sionals as they lack hand­

's) talent but his lers to see to the business 
wvvidemic progress is more side. On the average they 
important." get between N100 and N20C

John Oluwayomi Daily, for a show in which they 
class teacher of seven feature. — By John Nwaobl
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that a brilliant career in 
the Bjootlights seems to be 
then gilded destiny

Kid pertermers are be 
coming a feature cd the 
Lagos entertainment cir­
cuit Enthralled by their 
singing talent or fluidity cl 
their dance steps, fans 
eap or. the stage and plas- 
er kiss es or naira notes on 
heir Rices. As audience 
applauiw goads them to 
further heights, fears are 
being entertained about 
the.: ed> cai.cr.al career J

cent Jr., as he • To&n Fast nsa ta ta-e • j- Ajthtq at czanxm 
known sheds . . , ,

ms bvuuvi uniform and acrobatic displays) as well 
dons his dancing costume. as Nigeria s youngest sing- 
probably for an engage- iAg star. Oluwatosin 
ment. he is instantly trans- Jegede. 
formed and becomes so- rosin. 7. who had her 
mething apart. first outing in 1934 at the

Since 1985, when he first Isolo S.O.S. Welfare Vil- 
executed his dance routine lage in Lagos, has since re- 
at the Apapa Amusement leased her debut album. 
Park. Innocent has grown Children Arise.' Watch- 
to become a stage delight. ing Innocent or Allen mime 
To a rising new generation Michael Jackson's "Bad."__
of kid entertainers belong with their superb mastery cent s 
fellow dance practitioners of the 'cabbage patch" and acad< 
Allen Latei and Chukwu- break dance, the observer jmr— 
ma Mojekwu (of the Miller 
family who

rJom»dth. ci<Jn , 
mPnrr.ary lu,„„d 
«’M1‘ tb. . a 

term ol 3„„.d , 
post- 
?rm» 
and

ycKii old Allen Latei (also 
called Allen Jr.) berated 
the performance of his 
pupil. Apart from not 
being too good academi­
cally. he also lacks tex­
tbooks and writing mate­
rials," Dilly said. In this 
academic year. Allen, who 
is a Primary Four pupil at 
Community Primary 
School Amuwo Odofin. 
Festac Extension, emerged 
in the 29th end 31th posi­
tions in a class of 49 during 
the first and second terms. 
Absence from classes 
could hinder the school­
work of the starlets. Inno­
cent was discovered- tc 
have abstained from 
school a number of times, 
once for a whale week His 
Father. Innocent Udeh (Sr.) 
who werks in a construc­
tion firm, explained that 
his son. the fifth of eight 
children, at that time took 
seme time off to recover 
from the shock of their com­
mercial bus skidding oft 
the road on route Lagos 
frem a perfcrmar.ee m 
Kano.

Adeniyan. 
proprietor. “ 
lapses 
tion. «*.«• 
these kid 
ding up 
they lac) 
grooming, 
education, 
have somethin 
back on wher 
fails

perfcrmar.ee
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PEOPLEBorn to heal

1

Pictor Botha and

Hard work doesn t tail

Keter Botha and 
affairs minister, Pik Botha, 
would also be sent copi©s 
of tho album.

Christy Essien 
week, for a 
against apai 
would take he 
line states < 
Zambia and

number one.
w? *°r Mabo^Ul

■ »; fi&“ 
which has won i

• Christy: Fights apartheid 
through music

H“ng!
Cherubim .
Church, did not fane 
io tho white 
movement, so si 
the minis?’ 
"If I wasn* 
after souk.  
bodies," says 
Tinu Abiola-Oshodi.

Abiola-Oshodi 
been ministering ... ...e 
specialized area of obstet­
rics and c 
she grad-----
Royal College wu. 
Ireland. Last July, s 
came president of 
Nigerian Medical Assc 
tion, NMA, the first f< 
head in 28 years. Sh<

......ally "very re- 
to stand for the 
gave in becavcQ 

ised that it woi 
i opportunity for the 
ftment of women.

parents, both 
felfsts of tho 
i and Seraphim

will encourage 
al personnel t< 
country," she t_,—

Her new post takes her to 
various parts of the coun- 

..u oeiupm... which flho combinos 
no,'ancV with schedule as 

' TV h7 Medical Director of Abiola - 
o she skipped MomonaI Home in Ibadan, , 

islry for medicine, but she is not complaining, 
m't allowed to look "Hardwork doesn't kill", 
Js. I can look after sbe sayB I

Dr. (Mr..) agajnst
j-'-rouod i, 55, has apartheid 
* mistering in tho r 
(zed area of obstel- —q^sjon 
1 gynaecology since Tonce ' 
aduated from the £.fe c 
allege ot Surgeons. J

—„-‘rian Medical Associa- 
“““, NMA. the first female 
head in 28 years. She says 
she was initial’ "---------
luctant" to stand tor the 
post but gave in because s(or 
she realised that it would je 
be an opportunity for the 
unpliftment of women.

She would strive during 
her tenure to improve the 
lot of all cadres of medical 
personnel by fighting for 
bettor remuneration. "This

1Pi i last .MrMgxye Cp.,„., ,o jer 

§S5SS“
songs has become a veered into publish’^ \

everything, and Publications Lit° ,n
peace returned to which has won a plac0
Africa."

 vi ewers
knew her as the 

■spitting shrew that 
Idn't be’ tamed. In a 

 jmatic manner recalling 
her screen alter ego (Ape- 
na on TV New Mas­
querade). Chri.ty Ee.iea 
Igbokwe. ,28. (irmly knot- 
ted her wrapper and took 

3 music industry by 
>rm. After seven album } 

.^leases spanning a 10- I 
year period (1976-1386). 8 
she is still vraxing strong­

in her most recent work. 
It's Time, released on 
September 9 by ENH. 
Christy Essie n has joinea
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Crusading photography
Smart-Cole's photo collection mirrors the society
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us belong to the grey area, 
breed nor old-bm-d < Stgerianxi.

1 . ‘at Si. rrtarv to the federal Govern- 
mm! * . Archdeacon /. (). Alayandf, 

Obafemi Awolowo: The end of an

►< ongratulatiom to Mr. Prr'.idrnt for making a good 
cate h 19 year*. ago.

looks like a p 
1 cabinet will 

op. On its f< 
>f shadow and light.

o
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bodied men 
lying on the 
sleeping away after an • 
hausting day with no n 
over their heads ’Bn 
Back PW.D.“ (1987)

-iece

Works Department under 
colonial management en­
sured that the 
flowed when ta] 
turned cn. In cent 
picture of a lad de 
the failure cf the tc

hde deh\ enng an oration on 
launching of her book Home

Ik What do you people 
know about foothill? Hut 
you travelled out to any­
where?

— Super-Eagles 
adviser Manfred 
rounding on jot 
queried his selec

are shewn 
bare floor

i ex­
root

-ring
! is a 

» invoking 
the Public

fWlHE ability to transform 
JL photography from the 

mere art of recording im­
pressions of people, places 
and things to a dynamic 
medium that distils va- --------
nous affective experiences nostalgic pie 
dearly distinguishes Surimi the days wh< 
Smart-Cole from his peers. ~
With the gifts of patience, 
care and dedication, he 

ves his love of nature 
social consciousness 

themes consent 
concerns of p 

veryors on stage or v, 
the pen or the brush.

Sunmi’s current exhi 
tion of some 60 pho 
graphs running from i 
September 17 to October 15 5 
at the Goethe Institute. 
Victoria Island, is a 
celebration of his 10 
years' romance with the 
camera. The photos touch 
on virtually all aspects of 
contemporary society. 
They include: "And. it 
came to pass." ' Sweat and 
Tears." From the First Re­
public." "Brewing." "Free­
dom for Nelson Mandela." 
"Shape of Things to 
Come." "Bia man. big trou­
ble." "Behold the Home­
less." etc.

"Yours might be Here” 
(1984' shows an array of 
wheel-covers of such auto­
mobiles as Volkswagen. 
Peugeot. BMW. Opel. Dat­
sun. etc. The picture deals 
with the daily practice of 
car-snatching in some 
cities and the cannibalif~ 
tion of the parts for sale. 
"Sweat and Tears." (1979) 
captures half-clad men in 
the process of loading ii 
a truck or offloading sac 
of flour. The intensity of t 
task is clearly outlined 
their bodies.

"Behold the Homeless." 
(1987) is another sharp 
pictorial of the other hah 
society. In it. seven able-

freely. a shot fro— contem­
porary times Droplets al 
water emerge from the tap 
and the lad’s bucket iskep' 
away from it. proba* 
protest

Sunmi's works in t 
ture senes include 
tude" (1976;m which 
white seagu! is seen 
against a sea cf darkness, 

lisa- and "Save the Trees" 11. 
(1983'. The latter shows the 
stump of a dead tree whose 
trunk and branches have 
been cut off by the axe­
man. A feeling for the ab- • 
stract is evident in some' 
works. "Good morning. 
Harare." (1986) presents 
what looks like a piano or 

Harp grand cabinet with a sta­
ll! of tue atop. On its face is a 

wash of

hibition included the 
American Ambassador. The 
Guardian Group Pub­
lisher. Alex Ibru. a former 
governor cl Lagos State. 

J Brigadier Mcbolayi John 
- sen. the Director of the 

National Council for Arts 
and Culture, Frank Aifl 
Imcukhurde. etc.

Sunmi-Smart Cole. 44. 14 
the editor c f Lagos Life one 
of the Guardian group of 
newspapers A man of 
many parts, he has had 

ore than 12 exhibitions 
ithin and outside Niger- 
. The present exhibition 

is backed by 48 sponsors.
By Humphrey Beht'er
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Crusading photography
Smart-Cole's photo collection mirrors the society

► What do you people 
know about football? Have 
you travelled out to any­
where?

— Super-Eagles technical 
adviser Manfred Hoener 
rounding on journalists who 
queried his selection in Seoul.

ssM-. - 
"Behold, the homeless"

II ; I hibition inc
* AmericanAml
PI Guardian Group Pub- 

I lisher. Alex Ibru, a former 
■Kt'. governor of Lagos State, 

J Brigadier Mobolaji John­
son, the Director of the 
National Council for Arts 
and Culture, Frank Aig. 
Imoukhuede, etc.

Sunmi-Smart Cole, 44, is 
the editor of Lagos Life one 
of the Guardian group of 
newspapers. A man of 
many parts, he has had 
more than 12 exhibitions 
within and outside Niger­
ia. The present exhibition 
is backed by 48 sponsors.

By Humphrey Bekaren

bodied men are shown 
lying on the bare floor, 
keeping away after an ex­
hausting day with no roof 
over their heads. "Bring 
Back P.W.D." (1987) is a 
nostalgic piece • invoking 
the days when the Public 
Works Department under 
colonial management en­
sured that the water 
flowed when taps were 
turned on. In contrast is a 
picture of a lad dejected by 
the failure of the tap to flow

• "Good morning Harare" 
freely, a shot from contem­
porary times. Droplets cf 
water emerge from the tap 
and the lad's bucket is kept 
away from it, probably in 
protest.

Sunmi's works in the na­
ture series include "Soli­
tude" (1976)in which a 
white seagul is seen 
against a sea of darkness, 
and "Save the Trees" 11, 
(1983). The latter shows the 
stump of a dead tree whose 
trunk and branches have 
been cut off by the axe­
man. A feeling for the ab­
stract is evident in some 
works. "Good momii 
Harare." (1986) pres 
what looks like a piai 

rand cabinet with a s._
atop. On its face is a 

wash of shadow and light.

►Some of us belong to the grey area, neither new- 
breed nor old-breed (Nigerians).

—Chief Olu Falae, Secretary to the Federal Govern­
ment in reply to a statement by Archdeacon E. O. Alayande, 
during the launching of: Obafemi Awolowo: The end of an 
Era ? in Lagos. t

► Congratulations to Mr. President for making a good 
catch 19 years ago.

— Deborah Tarfa, while delivering an oration on 
Maryam Babangida, at the launching of her book. "Home 
Fro nt."
• Hoener

Dignitaries present 
of the opening day of the

VV1HE ability to transform
> photography from the , 

mere art of recording im- sleej 
pressions of people, places 
and things to a dynamic 
medium that distils va­
rious affective experiences 
clearly distinguishes Sunmi 
Smart-Cole from his peers. 
With the gifts of patience, 
care and dedication, he 
weaves his love of nature 
and social consciousness 
into themes consonc 
with the concerns of p 
veryors on stage or v» 
the pen or the brush.

Sunmi's current exhibi- t 
tion of some 60 photo- |1 
graphs running from a 
September 17 to October 15 b 
at the Goethe Institute, 
Victoria Island, is a 
celebration of his 10 
years' romance with the 
camera. The photos touch 
on virtually all aspects of j 
contemporary society. 
They include: "And, it 
came to pass," "Sweat and | 
Tears," "From the First Re- ! 
public," "Brewing," "Free­
dom for Nelson Mandela." 
"Shape of Things to 
Come,” "Big man, big trou­
ble," "Behold the Home­
less," etc.

"Yours might be Here" 
(1984) shows an array of 
wheel-covers of such auto­
mobiles as Volkswagen, 
Peugeot, BMW, Opel, Dat­
sun, etc. The picture deals 
with the daily practice of 
car-snatching in some 
cities and the cannibalisa- 
tion of the parts for sale. 
"Sweat and Tears," (1979) 
captures half-clad men in 
the process of loading into 
a truck or offloading sacks 
of flour. The intensity of the 
task is clearly outlined on 
their bodies.

"Behold the Homeless," 
(1987) is another sharp grai 
pictorial of the other half of tue 
society. In it, seven able-
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t for
Ke-

ipiu t'
j Ant

r.jns,
— atch
with gus
tually in i>__,
through lapse of concen-

..n-squa- — 
nyan boxing team ii 
tionately called. A 

:kouts spe 
_4 is Sande 
welterweight 
Kamau who der 
Abid Nasir Shabal

naries.
The Nigerians blamed 

lhe level of officiating but 
conceded that the Olympic

Of flats ond determlnatlonsGreg Louganis, he 
proceeded to make the best dive which put him

For Africa there's little cheer in the games

lead on board. ^pc^old slitches b'Jt

impetition, 
afa Adam 
ipped to a 
13th posi-

vaunted 
team succ 
avalanche 
goals from Bi 
via and Ai  
ing eight in al. 
scoring one in 
feats. North African'-.. — 
sia, earned two draws 
agair-* ---- >
na a 
finali

socc
 beei

id'light pected per.v.u.ull
David other African tear- 

jmolished ia. African hai.u«,
ab of Jor- pions played an 

dan in just one and a half match against
inutes, saw the Kenyans with gusto, losing even- 

^ominate and establish an tually in the final stages, 
emphatic African presence 

TIOR Africa and most of 
Ji the rest of thf ’ ’ 
lhe first week c. 
perhaps the most competi­
tive Olympics ever has 
been a bag of mixed bles­
sings. In soccer, the 
world's most glamorous 
and most watched sport, 
Africa had three repre- captc 

Niger- boxii

21-18. (
Republic even 

ie better in the 
rsketball event, ve­

rsing the three-point- 
a 73-70 victory over 

South Korea.
aectacular was 

trio of Mostafa
i, Mohamed Abdoul- 

and Ayman 
med of Egypt carved 

. die modern pentath- 
‘ie opening day of 
 -iscipline event, 

the Egyptians, not heavily 
favoured to end up in the 
top 20, drew the best 
horses for the Equestrian 
event and ended the day 
with a surprise lead. By the 
fourth day of com 
however, Mostaf 
and co. had slip 
more realistic 1.
tion.

At the Olympic tennis 
court Nigeria's Anthony 
Mmoh won his first round 
match against Poland's 
Wojieck Kowalski 6-2, 6-4, 
6-4 but lost in the second 
round to Dutch man Michel 
Schapers who had de­
posed top shot Andrei 
Chesnokov of the U.S.S.R 
in five keenly contested 
sets. His compatriots Ndu- 
ka Odizor and Sadiq Abdu- 
lahi had lost their opening 
matches easily to Amer­
ican Robert Seguso nd 
Spaniard Javier Sanchez 
respectively.

----------- team was far below the 
the world, standard the nation could 
of what is really muster as some < 

her professionals staye 
away from the compet 

lag of mixed bles- tion. Complaints again! 
In soccer, the officiating, this time o 
most glamorous account of his colour, came 

lost watched sport, from Patrick Waweru, the 
had three repre- captain of Africa's best 

sentatives: Zambia, Niger- boxing team, Kenya, 
ia and Tunisia.------------------- Waweru had been on the

While Nigeria, the much wrong end of a controver- 
’ West African sial 4-1 split decision that 
:cumbed under an saw East German Andreas

of Group D Zuelow advance in their despite being current Afri-
Jrazil, Yugosla- first round bout. He im- can champions. They lost

Lustralia, conced- mediately launched an by a whopping 7-1 to Au­
di and just attack on the jury, accus- stralia in their opening ^oss to <

three de- ing them of being biased match and by an even hosts S<
1's.Tuni- against Black African box- more whopping 8-0 margin More spe 

------ - Zraws ers and stating "it could to Pakistan in the follow- the lead the 
-ajinst Sweden and Chi- get worse." ing match. Adam. ‘ " *
"" and lost to quarter- It didn't, at least not for In spite of the alarming sahid 
finalists West Germany, the "hit-squad" as the Ke- defeats of the Kenyan Mohame 
Zambia, initially the least nyan boxing team is affec- hockeyteam and Nigeria's out in the 
favoured of the three, tionately called. A couple soccer team, there have ion. On the 
banged in all of 10 goals of knockouts spearheaded been spirited and unex- the five dis 
in three matches, distribut- by Chris Sande and’light pected performances from 
ing four each to Italy and welterweight David other African teams. Alger- 
Guatemala and two to the Kamau who demolished ia, African handball cham- 
Arab nation, Iraq who Abid Nasir Shabab of Jor- pions, played an opening 
were lucky to put in the dan in iust one and a half match against Sweden 
only goals the Zambians mjj 
conceded in the prelimi- dor

| SEOUL

• Odizor and (right) Okwaraji: A string of deteats sporxs

in the boxing ring. tration. by just a three goal
The Kenyan hockey team margin, 21-18. Central 

has not faired brilliantly African Republic even 
spite being current Afri- wen| one better in t

jn champions. They lost men's bas 
y a whopping 7-1 to Au- yers: 
tralia in their opening *°ss 

and by an even hosts 
chopping 8-0 rr

tan 
:h.
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he plane, with the 
i Airport Authority
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HA6A! 
NIGERIA!
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are inclined to think that double-talk is now part of 
Ifw the Nigerian national character which we suppose 
must have rubbed off somehow on Super (?) Eagles handler, 
Manfred Hoener. We recall that Hoener, before his fateful 
trip to Seoul, had said that the national team was full of 
"good (?) defenders, good (?) attackers and a solid (?) 
midfield." The same Hoener, after the national team showed 
it was also good at letting an avalanche of balls slip into its 
own net, blamed The Eagles for not being mobile on the field 
of play.

Hoener should not sound too surprising to those who 
listened to Ernest Okonkwo's commentaries on radio, the 
Sunday Nigeria played against Brazil. The versatile sports 
commentator had run a first half commentary on the game 
showering praises on the Eagles as if the Brazilians were not 
on the pitch and the Eagles were literally having a field day. 
When the goals started piling up against the Eagles in the 
second half, Okonkwo's description of the match changed. 
The fleet-footed Eagles in the first half, became flat-footed in 
the second half of the game. One then heard in Okonkwo's 
commentaries more Brazilian names than Nigerian.

The sports commentator was still berating the national 
team when Brazil netted its fourth goal, thus robbing radio 
listeners of the benefit of knowing just how the ball found its 
way into Nigeria’s net.

This again brings to mind the popular adage that only a 
good son is considered the chila of the father while the 
origins of a bad son is anybody’s guess....

7“
the dust-bin of history, and it seems a selected group from the 
upper crust is reaping the fruits of its demise ... with relish. 
Consider the two scenes that occured recently at two of the 
country's airports (where else would a befitting end of WAI 
be celebrated?).

Scene one: September 13, Maiduguri airport; passen­
gers for Nigeria Airways flight from Maiduguri to Lagos via 
Kano had queued up in the spirit of the (late) WAI to board 
the only flight available for the day. While boarding passes 
were still being checked, a group consisting of a retired 
major-general, a former federal minister and honourable!?) 
members of the Constituent Assembly, calmly by-passed the 
aueue, went up the gangway and into the plane, with the 
help, of course, of the officials of Nigerian Airport Authority 
who cleared the way for them.

As expected, the WAI spirit, (orisitNOM?) was forgot­
ten and a battle to board the plane ensued among the lesser 
mortals who by now had realised that “turn by turn" be­
longed to another era.

Scene two: September 13, Aminu Kano International 
Airport. The plane had touched down in Kano amid a 
torrential downpour. But it turned out that Nigeria Airways 
officials, as usual, had issued boarding passes to more pas­
sengers than available  seats. After another battle, some lucky 
passengers boarded and probably haboured the confidence 
that they were on their way to Lagos. This was not to be. 
From the VIP lounge emerged two military governors, their 
wives and other state officials heading for the Better Life Fair 
in Lagos.

With military precision, eight passengers who had paid

_ _ W10 each for a seat, were tossed out of the
plane by security officials led by the Airport 
Commandant — a wing commander. The pas- 

if J sengers could only protest as the plane took off.
After all, it is said that in Nigeria it is easier for 
the' ‘big oga ” to board a Nigeria A irways plane 

for th* camel to pass through the eye of a 
needle.

Presidential *
unseens (
tAJE recall those days when the man of timber K 
|f1F and calibre, K.O. Mbadiwe was still in lj 
form. Once, on the occasion of the warming — 
ceremony of his "Peoples’ Palace Home" in g 
Arondizogu, the veritable wordsmith was asked 
the source of his income. He explained that the origins of his 
wealth were both "seen and unseen; known and unknown"

This brings us to what we hear, happened three weeks 
ago. According to sources close to Doaan Barracks, Presi­
dent Ibrahim Babangida presumably in an expansive mood 
paid a visit to the Ota farms of General Olusegun Obasanjo. 
The friendly visit, we hear, was in the most cordial of atmos­
phere in which the President took part in a meal of pounded 
yam and bush meat.

We learnt also that Obasanjo washed down his dish with 
palm wine which the President, who does not drink, gra­
ciously declined. Both generals, according to our sources, 
cracked jokes and were in a most lively mood.

This should not come as a surprise to the average Nige­
rian who may feel that the President and the former Head of 
State are not exactly the best of friends. Presidential visits 
afterall, like K.O.’s source of income, are supposed to be 
"seen and unseen; known and unknown".

Mourning
WAI with relish



SB

NIGERIA!

42 THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN OCTOBER 3.19S

k

IFF THE RECQRI

3S.-I

fHE War Against Indiscipline (WAI) whic 
g with it the queue culture may just have been s\ _r . 

the dust-bin of history, and it seems a selected group from the 
upper crust is reaping the fruits of its demise ... with relish. 
Consider the two scenes that occured recently at two of the 
country’s airports (where else would a befitting end of WAI 
be celebrated?).

Scene one: September 13, Maiduguri airport; passen­
gers for Nigeria Airways flight from Maiduguri to Lagos via 
Kano had queued up in the spirit of the (late) WAI to board 
the only flight available for the day. While boarding passes 
were still being checked, a group consisting of a retired 
major-general, a former federal minister and honourablef?) 
members of the Constituent Assembly, calmly by-passed the 
aueue, went up the gangway and into the plane, with the 
help, of course, of the officials of Nigerian Airport Authority 
who cleared the way for them.

As expected, the WAI spirit, (orisitNOM?) was forgot­
ten and a battle to board the plane ensued among the lesser 
mortals who by now had realised that “turn by turn" be­
longed to another era.

Scene two: September 13, Aminu Kano International 
Airport. The plane had touched down in Kano amid a 
torrential downpour. But it turned out that Nigeria Airways 
officials, as usual, had issued boarding passes to more pas­
sengers than available seats. After another battle, some lucky 
passengers boarded and probably haboured the confidence 
that they were on their way to Lagos. This was not to be. 
From the VIP lounge emerged two military governors, their 
wives and other state officials heading for the Better Life Fair 
in Lagos.

With military precision, eight passengers who had paid

[presidential 
[unseens
I g recall those days when the man of timber
I w|r and calibre, K.O. Mbadiwe was still in 
I form. Once,, on the* occasion^ of the. warming 
I ceremony , ... , , 
I Arondizogu, the veritable wordsmith was asked
I the source of his income. He explained that the origins of his 
I wealth were both “seen and unseen; known and unknown” 
I This brings us to what we hear, happened three weeks 
I ago. According to sources close to Dodan Barracks, Presi- 
I dent Ibrahim Babangida presumably in an expansive mood 
I paid a visit to the Ota farms of General Olusegun Obasanjo.
I The friendly visit, we hear, was in the most cordial of atmos-
I phere in which the President took part in a meal of pounded

• | yam and bush meat.
I We learnt also that Obasanjo washed down his dish with
I palm wine which the President, who does not drink, gra- 
I ciously declined. Both generals, according to our sources, 
I cracked jokes and were in a most lively mood.

This should not come as a surprise to the average Nige- 
I rian who may feel that the President and the former Head of 
I State are not exactly the best of friends. Presidential visits 
| afterall, like K.O.’s source of income, are supposed to be 
| “seen and unseen; known and unknown".

Mourning
WAI with relish

 H210 each for a seat, were tossed out of the
plane by security officials led by the Airport 

' Commandant — a wing commander. The pas-
J sengers could only protest as the plane took off.

After all, it is said that in Nigeria it is easier for 
....  the “big oga" to board a Nigeria Airways plane

ice, on the occasion of the warming ^^ZZZZ^Lggi than for the camel to pass through the eye of a 
> of his “Peoples’ Palace Home" in ;i ■ needle.
ygu, the veritable wordsmith was asked

"upff>m"he Olympic double-talk
|f/£ are inclined to think that double-talk is now part of 
■Fir the Nigerian national character which we suppose 
must have rubbed off somehow on Super (?) Eagles handler, 
Manfred Hoener. We recall that Hoener, before his fateful 
trip to Seoul, had said that the national team was full of 
“good (?) defenders, good (?) attackers and a solid (?) 
midfield.'’ The same Hoener, after the national team showed 
it was also good at letting an avalanche of balls slip into its 
own net, blamed The Eagles for not being mobile on the field 
of play.

Hoener should not sound too surprising to those who 
listened to Ernest Okonkwo’s commentaries on radio, the 
Sunday Nigeria played against Brazil. The versatile sports 
commentator had run a first half commentary on the game 
showering praises on the Eagles as if the Brazilians were not 
on the pitch and the Eagles were literally having afield dm. 
When the goals started piling up against the Eagles in the 
second half, Okonkwo’s description of the match changed. 
The fleet-footed Eagles in the first half, became flat-footed in 
the second half of the game. One then heard in Okonkwo's 
commentaries more Brazilian names than Nigerian.

The sports commentator was still berating the national 
team when Brazil netted its fourth goal, thus robbing radio 
listeners of the benefit of knowing just how the ball found its 
way into Nigeria’s net.

This again brings to mind the popular adage that only a 
good son is considered the child of the father while the 
origins of a bad son is anybody’s guess....I
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