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A gencies of the
sprawling Federal
bureaucracy were

yesterday barred from con­
templating job cuts in re­
sponse to the. global eco­
nomicmeltdown.

President Umaru
Yar'adua, who handed
down the banning order,
also begun moves to cut 20
percent of political office
holders' salaries in the Ex­
ecutive Branch in order to
save about N210 million
monthly,or N2.5 billion an­
nually.

The Federal Govern­
ment is currently awaiting
action on relevant laws by
the Revenue Mobilisation,
Allocation and Fiscal Com­
mission (RMFAC)'to effect
the cuts and a possible vol­
untary forfeiture by officers
of the legislativeandjudicial
arms of the Federal govern­
ment.

A statement by the
DeputyDirector of Informa­
tion in theOffice of the Sec­
retary to the Government of
the Federation (OSGF),
SalisuNa'inna Dambatta,
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TOP GAINERS

Symbol Price(N) Gain

AP 79.79
BCC 22.68
NBC 22.50
TOP LOSERS

Symbol Price(N)

Oando 68.00
Nestle 135.51
.J/Berger 22.80
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Among the GEDs sacked yesterday
was NNPC's Group Executive Director
(CorporateServices)Mr. IbrahimWaziri
from the North East, who was replaced
by Dr Attahiru Baba Yusuf, also from
theNorthEast. The GroupExecutive Di­
rector (Refining and Petrochemicals)
Engr OnochieAzubuikeAnyaoku, from

By Hamfsu Muhammad the South East, was replaced by Au­
gustine Olusegun Oniwon from the
NorthCentral, whiletheGroupExecu­
tiveDirector(ExplorationandProduc­
tion) Engr ChrisOgiewonyi, from the
South South, was replaced by Mr.
Philip Onwuzuike Chukwu (South
East). The Group Executive Director
(CommercialandInvestment) Alhaji

Cont. on Pg. 5

• .. ' - SiX Group Executive Directors
5,157 killed In I (GEDs) of the Nigeria National
tanker accidents in ! Petroleum Corporation (NNPC)
3years I were removed yesterday in a long-ex:

P. 4 j pected reshuffle that had been on the
: -_Il_'g.._e._1 cards for several weeks. President
Obama in surprise I UmaruMusaYar'adua, who approved
• • j the directors' removal, also approved

VISIt to Iraq the appointment of six new ones to re-
-Page 17 I place them.
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highest rate o-f u~e­
mployment ,in the
country, acoording to
the National Direct ..
orate of Employment
(NOE).
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Ogun Speaker accepts NIAssembly takeover
S trong indicatio~s From KebindeAkinyemi, ~ents. No sind~!eEPoblicetmkunandif·esthelforthkegen~thr.'H'Some

emerged yesterday m Ab k IS on groun, g e 0 0 e wor ers m e ouse
Abeokuta, Ogun state eo uta who took newsmen around are cas~s, they are yet to get

that the crisis-ridden State Speaker." the complex declared. moneysmceJanuary. The way
House of Assembly would He said that the House Th~ Speaker a~c~ed the itis,itislikeweareunderrnil~-
accept the planned resolution would rather "accept the execunv~armofcnppling~e tary go~ernI?ent. Becaus~ If
of the House of Representa- planned takeover by the Na- Hous~ ~th funds, lamenting the legIsla~lVe arm, which
tives to take over the legisla- tionalAssembly, which is con- that, as It were, we c~ not makes the ~erence l?e!W~
ture if it fails to reconvene on stitutional. You can see that even get money to buy di~sel the executive and Judiciary IS

bef A '114 my surprise visit to the House for the generator. The last tune not allowed to perform its role,
or ~r~ p~ . t today has revealed the inad- we hosted the Elders, I per- we are bavingthe military ten-

th Speake eve °fpmthenHcamealasequacies of the security sonne! paid N24, 000 to buy dencies," he said.e ero e ouse -=~t~:5::l:...Take over could be dangerous - Group
running cost since January Taking over the crisis- From Zakariyya State House of Assembly un-
2(0). ridden Ogun State Adaramola,Lagos der the pretext that.the latter

S akin at a news con- House of Assembly ~ot perform or IS~ot be-
f pe E ~t kun .d th may set the whole state on fire, thugs and undemocratic ele- mg allowed to perform Its leg-
eren~tye,alg °h s: e Muslim Rights Concern ments would hijack the situa- islative functions .:
secun arm e an. some (MURIC) warned in Lagos tion ifthe Reps attempt to take "The Muslim Rights Con­
m~bers of the legls1a~e yesterday. over the assembly and this cern(MURIC)isdisturbedby
~sed recently ha<J.~Jus- The coordinator of the wouldonlycausemore crises, this ugly development. Our
tified by lack of security per- group, Dr. IshaqAkintola, said He. said the Reps should first legislators, both at the state
sonnel m and around the com- in a statement that it would be weigh the consequences of. and national levels, should
plex yester~y. dangerous for the House Rep- taking over the assembly be- have learnt then: les~o~ by

According to the Speaker, resentatives members to want fore they attempt it. now because Nigeria IS no
''there is no single security to interfere in the activities og "Recently, the National longer a baby in democratic
personne! on ground as I am the Ogun assembly as doing Assembly has started show- experience.A1thoughtheFirst,
talking to you. Assuming we that would spring up more cri- ing interest in the hide and Second and Third Republics
are to sit now and there ismob ses. seek game. Moves are being were rudely and unconstitu­
action, who will provide secu- According to Dr.Akintola, made on the floor of the House tiona1lyinterrupted bymilitary
rity? The one you are seeing who is a lecturer at the Lagos of Representatives to take adventurers, the Fourth Re­
are those attached to the State University (LASU), over the functions of the public is already ten years old

(from 1999-2009). We there-

Court to begin fresh trial ofHenry Okah :~~~~~~~~I~~~~~~~~
Following the tr~fer of [ From Andrew Agbese,Jos [ ~Iiyu C<?~te~erl:saying the They sh?uld not .gIvethe ~~I-

the case involvmg the Issue ofjurisdiction had been tary the impression that civil- .
leader of the Movement eralGovernmentthatthetrial settled by the previous trial ians are better at creatingJ~Jd

for the Emancipation of the was beginning afresh and that judge, but his argument was chaos. diff
Niger Delta, MEND, Henry all submissions to the court disallowed by Justice Liman "We call on the Nationa!l 10
Okah, to the federal High must be resubmitted to the who maintained the case was Assembly to steer clear ojl1 an
<=:ourtin Jos, the trial is to be- court as in a fresh trial. He a fresh one as far as he ~as Ogun State House of ~sse~I of~
gm afresh. The case was be- stressed that since the trial concern~d and.that allparticu- bly. Our federal leglsl~t.?" y
ing heard by Justice Stephen was commencing afresh the larsrelatingto it be forwarded should note that the dif ....

. , afr h Th . d th I. d . th . I tr ,lme 0Adah of' the Federal High issue of bail application on es. eju g~ en asxe ence m enumen~as.~inalli
Court Jos before it was trans- behalf of the accused that was both parties to wnte and sub- of the two groups ISmms, k
ferred to Abuja based on the pending in the court would no mit their written addresses for Itwill therefore be dangero?r e
insistence o~ the defence longer apply. Counsel to adopti?n whe? the court to throw its weight behin~5 sI~et
counsel, Femi Falana that the Okah Femi Falana, had in- would SitonApnl 30, 2009. ther group. Wewarn that f
court had no jurisdiction to sisted that the Federal High The cou_nselt? Okah had at an action may set the w:rvene~
hear the matter. The case has Court sitting in Jos had no ju- the previous tnal, ar~e~ t~at state on fire. It would li~, i
since been. brought ba.ck to risdiction to entertain the mat- ~e court lacked the Juns~c- ~een ahorse?f an?ther col.sst 0
Jos and assigned to Justice A, ter,maintaining his earlier po- non to hear the matter, asking If all the ~egIslators ar~ up::l
Liman. JusticeLiman who pre- sition that the trial would be that the case b~ transferred to arms a~amst the ~ta~es chie mo
sided over ~he case at .the re- proper where the said offence an area the said tre~sonable executive. B~t this ISnot t~d 's
sumedhearmg of the tnalyes- of his client was said to have offence was cOll.lIlntted and case. The National Assemb"
terday, informed the counsels been committed. The Director where all the WItnesses are should not kill the g~?se tic
to Okah and that of the Fed- 'of to be available. the egg.

Several-time beard world champion Elmar Weisser has done his beard in the shape of a bicycle inBrigachtal, southern
Germany, ahead of the upcoming international beard championship. Some 150contestants will take part in 17beard
categories. Pic: AFP

tu ents 0 e am ara tate 0 ege 0 Arts an cience
have been cautioned against vices capable of tarnishing
their image and that of the school. The Deputy Governor

Alhaji Muktar Ahmed Anka who gave the advice during the
matriculation ceremony of new students in Guasau, said it be­
came necessary to produce graduates that are worthy in char­
acter and learning. He charged them to dedicate themselves to
their studies. Alhaji Anka, assured that soon, the state govern­
ment would implement a special salary scale for staff of the
school and would establish a virtual library for easy access to
books and academic journals from allover the world. In his
remarks, the state commissioner for science and technical edu­
cation, Alhaji Ibrahim Sani Bakura appealed to state govern­
ment to renovate the dilapidated staff quarters of the school,
upgrade its science laboratory and provide additional hostels
for students. While congratulating the newly matriculated stu­
dents, the commissioner charged them to be of good behaviour
and hard working to justify what government has invested to
make the environment conducive for learning. Earlier in wel­
come address, the Principal of the school, Alhaji Shehu
Ubaidullahi enumerated achievements recorded by the school
since its inception in the year 2000. He said the school was
affiliated to three universities, namely Ahmadu Bello Univer­
sity Zaria, Bayero University Kano and Usmanu Danfodiyo
University Sokoto for supervision of various courses it offers

.Riot: Niger expels 17 students

TieNiger State Government has decided to expel 17 final
year students ofldris Legbo Kutigi Science Secondary
School, Kutigi for their involvenient in a recent violent

demonstration which led to the destruction of properties at the
institution. Dr Mahmood Mohammed. Permanent Secretary,
Ministry of Education, told newsmen in Minna yesterday that
the expulsion was the outcome of an emergency meeting held
by top officials of the ministry. He said the decision by the
students to resort to violence over the ban on the use of GSM
and the destruction of school properties were highly reprehen­
sible. Mohammed said it was illegal for any student in public
secondary schools to use GSM phones, adding that some had
persistently engaged in the practice,particularly during the free
call period. "We have identified the ring leaders who are final
year students. Wewill dismiss them, but they will be allowed to
sit for their final examinations from their homes. "The students
will be made to pay for the repair and replacement of damaged
properties," he said. The permanent .secretary also said the
Principal and some teachers accused ofhigh handedness would
be transferred to other schools. He warned that government
would not hesitate to deal with students found flouting its
rules and regulations. (NAN)
'Pilgrims baords not responsible for hajj passport'
I From MustafaAbubakar,llorin I

The Chairman, Kwara State Pilgrims Welfare Board
(KWPWB)Alhaji Abdullahi Abdulharnid yesterday said
that the state pilgrims welfare boards across the country

would not be responsible for the obtaining of passports for
intending Muslims pilgrims to SaudiArabia for this year's hajj,
Abdullahi who spoke with newsmen in Ilorin yesterday said
this was due to the new technology that requires all intending
pilgrims to have e-passport before they can have their docu­
ments to be processed at the immigration offices worldwide.
According to him, "It is now mandatory for the intending pil­
grims to obtain e-passport instead of old ones that have been
used for traveling to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and other
countries of the world." He said this would also reduce fraud
being allegedly perpetrated by some Muslims pilgrims while
trying to perform the hajj. This, he added would also guide
against the use of double passports, stressing that this would
not occur again as only one passport would be recogmsed.
He noted that state Muslim pilgrims welfare boards across the
country were committed to hitch free hajj operations and would
also leave no stone unturned at ensuring that the intending
oilzrims meet all the conditions that would enable them per-

he Kwara State Po .ce Cornman has arrested ee men
- -rncluding a herbalist for allegedly beheading an eight

year-old boy, Amidu Sanda along Ajase Ipo -Offa road
in Ajase- Ipo, Irepodun LOcal government Area of the state for
ritual purpose. According to the state's Police spokesman, Mr.
Alao AbdulAzeez (ASP), the suspects were arrested following
a tip off while attempting to carry the severed head to Lagos.
AbdulAzeez said the three suspects, Waheed Sanni, Malomo
Yero and Abdulahi Ahmed admitted involvement in the inci­
dent and had made confessional statements while the fourth
suspect, Saka was still at large. The PPRO promised that as
soon as the police completed investigation on the incident, the
suspects would be charged to court. Answering questions
from newsmen, the herbalist, Waheed Sanni admitted involve­
ment, saying his accomplices brought the head on his request,
but he later rejected it because itwas a fresh one which could
not be used for the ritual. The herbalist who lives in Offa,
confessed that someone in Lagos requested for the head.
Another suspect, Abdulahi Ahmed disclosed that he lured the
boy who was an orphan into the bush where they cut off his
head.

Zamfara D/Gov cautions against vices

Daily Trust Wednesday, April 8, 2009

-



Plans are underway for a I ByAisha Umar in Paris I
250m euro Investment The fund, to be accessible
Fund for African coun- throughbanks,willcomeinthe

triesbytheFrenchGovernment, formofmedium and long term
theMinistry of State forCoop- loans thatwillbe backed by a

Governor ofNiger State Dr. Mu'azu BabangidaAIiyu (right) with the Direcxtor of the Institute for Security Studies, Mr, Ekpenyong . eration and Francophony said 50 percent guarantee of the
_1ta,_.:_a_fte_r_th_e_,g::_o_ve_rn_or_'s_Iectu__ J'e_to__::pa_rtiri_·...:·pac__n_ts_o_f_th_e_200_9_E_xec_u_tiv_e_I_n_te_U....::ig:_e_nc_e_M_ov_e_m_e_n_tC_ou_rs_e_in_A_b_u-,,-ja_re_c_en_t...:_ly_, /..l__in_P_an_·s_M_o_n_da_y:._.--, French'Govemmentforprivete

FGto releaseguidelines for N200bn agric loan next week . ::E~~will::i~1f~
TIFederal Government I ... I food security.The agriculture nical coriiinitteeonglobal eco- NationalInformationCornmu- and contribute to production.willrelease the guide- ByAbdulFattah OlaJlde is currently run by the peasant nomic recession under the nication and Education Journalistsfrom severalAf-

lines for the disburse- crisis, submitting that "large- farmers but for us to get to the chairmanship of the chairman Programme (NIC;,EP).Essen- rican countries in Paris for a
ment of theN200 billion agri- scale farming is the country's levelwewill reallyneed a large of theGovernor's Forum.This tially there is need for wide programmeonfrance-African
culture loan to fanners next onlywayoutofthegloba1eco- scale farms and that is what was reviewed today when the scale networking in informa- ·Relationsittaaunemctitinwi'.h
week, 1beGovemoroftheCen- nomicmeltdown." thisN200billionwillbe targeted committee reported and in tion and communication sec- officials of the Frcllch'Mmis-
1rnIBldmfNjgaia(ffiN),Prof The CBN governor stated at.TodayatNECwecircuiated other to avoid duplication be- tor of the economy and anum- try of State for Cooperation
Cbukwuma Soludo said yes- that the details of the guide- these guidelines thatwill soon cause quiet a number of the ber of states have already ac- ·and Francophony learnt that,
terday inAbuja The loan had lines for the disbursement of be issuedforcomments and in- governors serving inthat com- cessed the new formation. It investors Africans and non­
earlier been approved by the the loan would be published puts from members and they mittee are alsomembers of the became necessary to broaden Africans alike,interestedinui­
FedernlExecutiveCouncil. in the press so that prospec- willbe sending us their com- presidential committee, so in the scope of it by making it rectinvestrnentintoAfricawJJ
. Briefing newsmen after tive beneficiaries could start ments forusto incorporateand other to avoid duplication, it possible for all the states of be able to access the facilities
yesterday's National Eco- applyinginunediately. in the next few days it will be was decided that that commit- the federation to know about which isaimed atcreatingjobs
nomicCoonciJ.(NEC)meetiog "You have reported on a published in the newspapers tee should really concentrate it and those that want to par- in the countries of the conti­
in rompany of the governors presidentialspecialinitiativein forprospectivebeneficiariesto more on the issue of excess ticipate in it can also do so. nent and as well contribute to
Adebayo Alao Alala of Oyo the area of funding large scale now indicate interest." crude and related matter. So it Those thatprefer the private the productive process.
State and Martin Elechi of agricultureproductioninNige- Also speaking at the brief- is now a standing committee' sector initiative are also at lib- The ministry said the fund
Ebonyi State, the Minister of ria .: processing and market- ing, Dr.Usman said the road of the council on excess crude ertyto do so.But to ensure that will be accesse.dthrough the
National Planning, Dr. ing.Wehavealsoputtogether mapforVision2020wouidbe and related matters," the min- no state is left uninformed, Agence Frangaise de
SbamsudeeoUsman,Professor a special fundN200 billion to readybyOctoberthis year.He ister said. Council agreed that galaxy Developpement (AFD), an in­
SoJudosaid he bas submitted be used for this particularpur- saidthe strategiesbeing put in In his OWllspeech, Gover- backbone should organise a stitution established by the
the guidelines to NEC for in- pose. And this is for on lend- place would help the nation . nor Elechi said theNEC meet- seminar as soon aspossible so French govemmentto finance
put from states. iogtocommercialfsrmers.large realize the Vision 20-2020 ing resolved to get state gov- thafltechnicalcrew fromall the development according to
1beCBNGovemorsaidthe scalecommetcial:fimnsthatwill projectwhich hopes to putNi- emmentsinterestedinutilizing states can attend and cross France's Overseas Develop­

fund would be disbursed to actuaJlyhelpus tomeet the de- geria among the 20 biggest thebenefitsoftheGalaxy Back- pollinate their ideas so that mentAssistance policies.
COOJn:JertiaIfimlersinthecoun- mands of the food require- economies by theyear 2020. bone project for information they will know where to hook Apart from the plarmed in­
tryaspartofgovernmenfsef- ments of the economy. The Finance Minister said and communication technol- in,participateorwheretheyare vestment fund, another 250m
forts to mitigate the effect of "Obviously as you are the ad-hoc committee on glo- ogyuses.He a seminarwould deficientintheinformationand Euro is to be made available
theglobal economlcmeMown aware, currently the food cri- bal recession set up by the be organised for the states' IT communication technology strictlyfor the agriculturalsec­
OIlNigerians. sis is about 20 per cent as at NEClastmonthhas been con- experts where the whole es- because this isone of the ways tor of the economies of t-' '1 l-
Soludonoted that thepreva- the last count and agriculture verted to a standing commit- sence of the project would be of facilitating the growth of can countries

lent subsistent fanning in the holds the key for Nigeria to tee but renamed the Commit- unveiled. communication and its effec- The African joumalis . are
country would not get the mitigate the effect of the glo- tee on Excess Crude Account According to Elechi, tiveness because itwillhelp in in Paris to focus on the,
country anywhere near food bal crisis both in terms of em- and Related Matters. "Council also received a brief school,security,libraryandthe ties of France in global . u-
sufficiency, especially under ploymentgenerationaswellas "You will recall that last fromacompanycalledGalaxy totality of internet network- rity, FranceAfrican Rel: ~
the present global economic in the area of food crisis and monthCOW1Ci!hadset upatech- Backbone which centered on ing." and the European Unior------....::::_----------------~------~------

France plans 250m euro
Investment Fund for Africa
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"Character Commission mustapprove all appointments
ppom~en~ into fed- I ByAbdulFattabOlajidde I daywhile presentmg the 2006 issued with "Certificate of H~howevercommendedthe
raJmuustnes, depart- . . and 2007 Annual Reports of C 1! b c' I fb MD~" president for adhenng to the

d . oropllance elore etters 0 f d raJ h t .. I .1ents an agencies sued to successful applicants. the commission to President .' t . dye e c arac er pnncip e u.
(MDAs) mu: henceforth be TheFCCChairman,Profes- Umaru Musa Yar'adua at the ~~~~a:i~~~S::~~ s:; appointme~ts· h~ has rr:tie
approvCe~~iS:-fed~raJCCC)hbear-sor Shuaibu Oba StateHouse, Abuja recruitmentexercise " ~mceassummt.gOt. cefr'ant. or
acter 0 Ion ~. . - AbdulRaheem,armouncedthe Under the new olic, he . _. . c~rrec ~g p~s III ac lOIl:S
foreappointment lettersare IS- new recruitmentpolicyyester- .d MDA ld h ~ b ~rof. Abd~lRah,:em de trveandrob~ttneth~ofmom- wluch he inheritedfromprevi-

sal swou ave 0 e scnbedthepohcyas aproac- tormgcomplianceWIthfederal ousadministrations."

$180 IT ll'b dal FG t t N· · · I d characterprinciplebyMDAs". He saidtheCommissionhasmtia 1 urtonscan: 0prosecu e tgenans mvo ve He.said:'~derthenewmoni- succeeded in changing the at-

Tile FederalGovernment [ [ Holder stressed theurgency of authorities liaisewith appoin- to~g regune, MDAs are ~e- titude of employers of labour
yesterday said the iden- ByAtika Balal previous requests by the Ni- teesoftheN igeriangovemrnent quired to meet and agree with in the public sector and
tities and details of the ecute N.igerian officia~s .in- gerian govenunent towards intheexchangeofallnecessary the .Commissi-:mon the dis~- pledged that the FCC would

Halliburton bribery scandal volved m the $180 million assisting it in fast tracking the informationcrucialto thepros- bution of their vacant POSI- collaboratewiththeInfrastruc­willbe disclosed to Nigerians HalliburtonGroupbriberyscan- prosecution of all Nigerians ecution of Nigerians involved tions such that the under-rep- ture Concession Regulatory
as soon as theUS government dal. involved in the scandal. in the scandal. re~Il:tedstates~ould be given Commission(ICRC)tofucilitate
forwards the documents it re- She denied repoi1sthat the The Nigerian government The letter specifically re- priority Followmgsuch agree- balanced developmentnation-
quested in that regard. government was delaying the had writtena letterdatedMarch quested for all documents and ment,MDAs would be issued wide.
Minister of Informationand prosecutionof those involved; 272009,totheUS StateDepart- result of the investigation of 'CertificateofCompliance' be- Responding Presidenl

Communication, Professor She said theAttorney Gen- mentrequestingforMutualLe- Mr. Albert Stanley Jackson, a ~oreletters of appointment ru:e Yar'adua commendedtheFC,,:
DoraAkunyiliwho armounced era!,Mr. Michael Aondoakaa gal Assistance and an urgent US citizenwho was convicted ~sue~, to successful candi- for ensuring unity indiyersity
this yesterday re-affirmed had ina letterdated March 30 response regarding Nigeria's forviolationofforeign Corrupt ates. . "which Nigeria so much
government's resolve to pros- to his US counterpartMr. Eric request to have competentUS PracticesAct. .H,?explained,that the com- needs."He promisedto exam-
=====7ii~ii_ii~~===~====~==============~~iiiiiiiiii--ijiiiiiiiilrru~slOnwould ensure that re- inethereportsand forward.ec­
I cruitment process by MDAs ommendations or comments

remains competitive,transpar- backtothecommission'schair­
ent and merit-based such that man.
"only the ~st and most c?m- "The responsibilities that
petent candidates~e.recfUlted you carry are important in the'
to fill vacant positions ear- realisation and enhancement
marked fo.r ~;ir individual of the principle of federation
states of ongm . that unites and binds th is -
Professor Abdulr~eem country together. Our fedcra­

als~ charged President tion finds stability,justice and
Yar adua to adhere to the fed- fairness in the kind of v, crk
eraJc~terp~cipleinfuture that you do in ensur. ,,; a
appom~ents into the boards sense of belonging, a sense
of the Niger J?elta Develop- ofjustice.equity and fairness
ment~.n:mnssl?n(NODC) and from allparts ofNigeria. Ihis
theNlger:taNatJonal~etroleum is the strength that keeps Jur
Corporatlo~(NNPC)mthepro- people together in diversity."
cess of being unbundled. the president said.
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AC tasksYar' adua on quality leadership
W hat Nigeria sorely I By Muideen Olaniyi I decided to term 'vile

lacks and needs d d bl h '. h . magic wand. Weare therefore propagan a an . asp e.my ,
. rig t npw. IS at a loss as to wh the m the most egregious misuse

leadership, not lamentations, .' y of words that we have seen
the Action Congress CAC) President has chosen to. t ti Th .. - d hi ill recen tmes. e growmg
wid President Umaru Musa expen. IS energr on tendency by the global
Yar'aduayesterday. l~en~lllg the country s n~n community to shun Nigeria is

A statement issued ~vltatIOn to the ~20 summit, a direct consequence of years
yesterday in Lagos by its mstead of using Itto help turn of failure ofleadership in the
National Publicity Secretary, around the for~nes of the country".
Alhaji Lai Mohammed, said country," AC said. . "But we make bold to say
President Yar'adua's. T~e. party sa~d when that President Yar'adua is
complaints over Nigeria'S Nigeria ISblessed Witha good perhaps as culpable as those
non-invitation to the recent government, the worl~ ~ould past so-called leaders, in that
G20 summit "is akin to take note and ~eflmtely beyond slogans and
shedding crocodile tears." cannot a~ford. to IgD;orethe tokenism, he has not shown

"In almost two ye~rs in country. Until that tune, we the vision required to lift
the saddle, Pre.sldent should. not expect any Nigeria out of the doldrums,
Yar'adua has done little or preferentlaltrea~entfr~m~e he has not provided the
nothing to lift up Nigeria and global commu~llty, which IS leadership to give Nigerians
enhance its visibility in the prob~bly gettm& we~ry of hope and make foreigners
comity ofnations.All around, hean~g that Nigeria ~as have a rethink about their
it is a story of decaying potentials - the same thmg perception of Nigeria.
infrastructure, insecurity of that was said at the country's "Therefore Mr.
IiYes, and property, independence i~ 1?.6?!"!t President, please spure us
corruption, unemployment, added. TheAC said It ISthis your lamentations.
rigged ele~ions and power realisation that has been at Concentrate on governance
for the sake4ff power, not for the root of its consistent but and ignore the frivolity of
the benefits It can bring to the constructive criticism of the leading a campaign for a 64-
'people. In the meantime, the Yar'adua administration ward election re-run ina state
decibels continue to rise as which, unfortunately, some where your party has no
the government mouths the paranoid elements in the do- visible performance indices,"
so-called 7-point agenda nothing PDP has now AC said.

T he reports of the
operation of the
Independent Power

Producers have been

uceace revocation:NERC receives reports on IPPs operations
I ByHamisu Muhammad I Council (NIPC) in his office, "In exercise of this
L. -:.._-------_j mandate, we acknowledge

b itt d t N' . NERC Administrator,su mi e 0 igerran the proficiencies and
E l tricit R 1 t Imamuddeen TaIba, said "Weec nCI y egu a ory specializations of other
C .. (NERC) Th have sent our staff; in shortommtssion . e parastatals and

rt Id I th I I they have gone 'found. therepo wou revea e eve organizations that will
of performance of the IPPs country and they just came complement our efforts in
in the country and guide the back last week and they achieving such a mandate.
commission as to which inspected all the IPPs and We believe NlPC is one of
firm's licence should be they are now submitting such organizations that will
revoked, Daily Trust has their reports. Hopefully, by playa vital role instimulating
gathered. this week, we will know the the Power Sector through

The suspended NERC stand of each IPP, each the dissemination of
Chairman, Ransome Owan licensee and thereafter we investment information that
had already issued warnings will decide what to do. We wTIIattract more potential
to the IPPs on the delay in will know who is performing investors into the sector,"
executing their projects and and who is not performing." he added.
announced the Earlier during the MOU TaIba noted that as an
commission's intention to signing ceremony ,the investment promotion
review licenses. Administrator said NERC is agency, the high

Daily Trust learnt that charged with the expectation that heralded
part of the terms of license responsibility of playing the the signing of the
issuance to the IPPs is that referee role in the Electric agreementwithNIPCwill be
each operator has a mite Power Reform Act (EPRS) met, saying that the pact
stone to meet from ground 2005, specifically to ensure would serve as avehicle for
breaking to commissioning that electricity provided is developing and improving
of the plant, which if fail to adequate, affordable and the electricity sector.
meet, they will have their reliable. Mustafa Bello, NIPC
license reviewed. There are According to Talba, Executive Secretary in his
at least 29 licenced IPPs in NERC also also has the response called for
the country. mandate to create, promote, downward review of the

Speaking yesterday at preserve efficient industry cost of IPP licenses "the
the signing of a and market structures and cost of licensing if it
Memorandum of ensuretheoptimalutilization becomes -very high it
Understanding between the of resources for the becomes very high it
NERC and the Nigerian provision of electricity becomes a deterrent to
Investment Promotion services. attracting investors."

BPE reactivates SAHCOL privatisation
TheDirector General of I ByYunusAbdulhamid I is therefore in the process of currently participating in the

the Bureau of Public . . divesting 100% controlling data room process.
Enterprises (BPE), Dr privatized as a going shares and management The, bidders are:

Christopher Anyawu has concern, 100% of the equity control inSAHCOL and in a Aviation Handling Partners
emphasized the need for should be divested to a core - few years after take-over, it Limited, ERASKORP
urgent privatization of the investor and 49% divested is expected that 49% will be Consortium, TAK
SkypowerAviation Handling to the Nigerian public in a divested to the Nigerian ContinentalLimited,Danzas
Company Limited few years by way of Initial public under the supervision Express Services!
(SAHCOL). Public Offer under the ofBPE," he said. Heavyweight Air Express

Dr. Anyawu said the supervision of the BPE". Itwould be recalled that and Industrial Ports
delay in privatising The Federal Executive atthe end of the deadline for Engineering Services.
SAHCOL has made the Council (FEC) had on the expressions of interest by Others are; AHS!
company unable to compete 23rd of May 2007 directed prospective investors, 20 Menzies! Air Logistic
effectively with its peers. that SAHCOL be released to consortia submitted their Technical Consortium, Plural

A statement signed by the BPE for privatisation. applications for pre- Holdings, Sifax Shipping
the BPE's Head of Public The NCP on the 25th of qualification. After the Company, Pan Express

thl~'pOM::erl'fCommunications, MrChigbo August 2008 approved that evaluation, 17 bidders were Services, Redstar
Anichebe said the Director the privatisation be jointly pre-qualified for the issuance Consortium, More I

General made the remark at carried out by the BPE and of bidding documents. Associates Limited, D&M~
the pre-bid conference and the liquidators of Nigeria However 14 out of the 17 Aviation Handling Company
opening of data room for the Airways Limited (NAL). bidders were able to pay the Limited, Phoenix Capital
privatization of Skypower "The Federal non-refundable data room Limited - and Dekit
Aviation Handling Company GovernmentofNigeria(FGN) fee of US$1 0,000 and are Construction Consortium.
Limited (SAHCOL) inLagos
on Monday.

Anyanwu noted that the
delay in concluding the
privatisation of SAHCOL
has continued to have
negative consequences on,
its operations as' "its
fortunes are dwindling by
the day especially in the face
of stiff competition from its
aggressive competitor."

Earlier in his address, the
chairman of the occasion and
a member of the Technical
Committee of the National
Council on Privatization,
Prof. Taiwo Osipitan, said the
NCP adopted guided
liquidation and deferred
public offer as the strategy
for the privatization of
SAHCOL. This, according
to him, "implies that
SAHCOL should be

Unpainted taxis impounded by FCT taskforce administration at the VIO Office, Abuja,
yesterday.
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t least 5,157 people were killed inaccidentsinvol-vrogI- articulated vehicles including tankers and trailers. in
.L _uhe last three years,tp,eCorps Marshal of the Federal
ncad Safety Commission. (FRSC), Osita Chidoka said in
Abl~layesterday. Briefing newsmen, the FRSC boss said a
total of 4,716 accidents inwhich 5,157 people died were
rec rded during the period. He said another 13,251 people
were injured bringing the number of casualties to 18)303
within the period. "This is unacceptable to the FRSC and
we are determined to iplmediately stem the ugly trends, This
Easter's special patr seelsto provide effective coverag~.
and presence on j;b on's highways' as well as provide
effective rescue and emergency services in the unfortunate
incidences of road crashes," he said. He said a total of 24
ambulances have been despatched to the roads and that
the commission would ensure improved response time and
prompt removal of obstructions on the highways. He said
the emergency call number of the FRSC is 070022553772.

He said 47 illegal tanker parks have been identified across
the country and would be relocated to legal and less
dangerous places. He said the Commission would embark
on intensive public education in all tanker loading points
across the country. He sa\~ only truck companies certified
by the ERSC as safety complaint would be allowed to
transport goods as recommended by the commission and
its stakeholders.

V ice .Pte)sldleh1t,l)'r,}!)o([l)u,Ckloflatllan
a delegations to Sweden next month, while ''-\If.-tii,,11
Mission" is also expected in Nigeria soonest,
F ...,_~ialGovernment was putting inplace measure th",t "j·,miliA

res !it in the entrenchment of best practices in both
pucnc and private sect2rs of the economy that are capa~le
of s '-otect genuiny iny .. iL
.~~,157 //(I,in tanker

ccid~n;fJsib ,3years!
BY MisJ)abnBashir

Minister tasks Swedish

The Federal GO.v.c.rn...ment has declared Friday 10 and
Monday 13 April as public holidays to mark Good
Friday and East . onday celebrations. The Minister

ofInterior, Ma~G:e1l edwinO.Abbe (Rtd), who made
the announcement ~p led on Christians across the
country to reflect QIl rmassage of Easter. ' "

He said; '~Easter . ys of redemption, salvation
and grace for humariity, 1.frgingChristian therefore,toJive
in peace with their felIo\.ymen in accordance with the
teaching of Jesus ChrisL~' .

ByAbdnlkadir BadshaMnkhtar

N
FGdeclares public holiday for Easter
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While voicinghappi­
ne.ss ov.¢i'mass' rooyeme1!;t
to rerum to the PDP in the
~Quth,,East,he !urtherstateg:
that: "with the level of pet­
formanses of our go~ernoI'§
in the southeast/'I am sur~ .
that the zonewould soon be
hundred percent PDP."

ess which
uafbas;erl~

'11come back
, p d. It,is o»ly

te and Lagos state
tp.atjfYt~in gppositi<>n.Itas
'ip'deedWa source, of worry
that wehave such driftinthe
South west:

Vice President Goodluck Jonathan (right) receiving a plaque from the President, Nigerian Gas Association, Mr.
Charles Osezua, during a visit to State House, Abuja, on Monday. Photo: NAN

Continuedfrom Page 1 tation of the mass transit employment in the public ing, Power and the FCT "ca-
said Yar' adua approved im- system for workers in the service at the federal level pable of impacting posi-
mediate implementation of Federal Capital Territory should be sustained so that tive1y on the lives of'Nigeri-
some measures to mitigate (FCT), composed of repre- no employee loses hislher ans in general and workers
the impact of the economic sentatives of the OSGF, Of- job as a result of the current in particular" should be ex-
downturn on "workers in fice of the Head of Civil Ser- global economic downturn peditiously implemented.
particular and all Nigerians vice of the Federation, Min- which has affected the coun- While urging ministries,
in general." istry of Labour and Produc-' try adversely." departments and agencies to

The measures include tivity, Ministry of Finance, The statement also en- examine their budgets and
"the establishment of a Sav- National Salaries, Incomes joined appropriate organs of identify projects and
ings Pools Fund to pool the andWages Commission, Ni- the Federal Government to programmes that would im-
estimated monthly savings geria Labour Congress and immediately "commence pact positively on the lives
ofN210 million or N2.S bil- the Trade Union Congress." necessary contacts to per- of Nigerians, the govern-
lion per annum arising from. The statement further suade employers in the pri- - ment also reaffirmed ·"its ' ,

I
the 20 per cent cut in the said the committee will pur- vate sector to resist the commitment to sustain the
emoluments of some politi- chase and release additional temptation of laying-off staff tempo of its current engage-
cal office holders in the ex- buses to boost the mass under the prevailing eco- ment with organised labour
ecutive arm of the federal transit system for Federal nomic circumstances." and the organised private
government. Government employees in The Presidency directed sector on the issue of de-

"The constitution of a the FCT: that projects funded and 10- mand for a review of the na-
Savings Fund Utilisation According to the state- cated in the ministries of
Committee for the implemen- ment, "the current level of Transport, Works and Hous-

·PageS
•

FG won't sack any workers

are in response to the enormous challenges of survival and·
growth of the corporation.

Daily Trust had exclusively reported in January an im­
pending clean sweep ofNNPC's six Group Executive Direc­
tors. Information gathered by our reporters was that their
exits have to do with the restructuring of the corporation
earlier recommended by the Oil and Gas Sector Reform Imple­
mentation Committee headed by current oil minister Dr
Rilwanu Lukman. A source told Daily Trust that sacking
the former GEDs was necessary for him to choose the new
people that he can work with to achieved his mission.

Itwas learnt further that the names of the new GEDs
had been with Yar'adua for a very long time before the final
approval was obtained yesterday, due to issues that relate
to federal character and protest by some Niger Delta groups."

Continuedfrom Page 1
Shehu Ladan (North West) was replaced by Mr. Aminu A.
Babakusa (North West) in the division.

Also affected by the changes was the Group Executive
Director (Engineering and Technology) Engr Olusola Will­
iams Ayangbile (South'West), who was replaced by Mr.
Faithful Abi Abiyesoku (South South). The Group Execu­
tive Director (Finance and Accounts) Mr. Stanley Lawson
(South South) was replaced Mr.MichaelAbiodun Arokodare
(South West).

A statement by NNPC's Group General Manager, Group­
Public Affairs Division Dr. Levi Ajuonuma said the appoint­
ment of the new GEDs takes immediate effect. The state­
ment quoted NNPC's new Group Managing Director Dr
Mohammed Sanusi Barkindo as saying the ongoing changes

get the sack
Daily Trust Wednesday, April 8, 2009
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The commission also noted thatthe 13percent derivation meant
for the mineral producing states which amounts to $698, 7S0,
000.00, must be deducted from the $5.3 billion before the bal­
ance is shared among the beneficiaries.

A document from the commission said that the $5.3 billion
was distributed to all beneficiaries of the federation account based
on the existing revenue formula and sent to all the states to en­
able them get the necessary approval from the assemblies so that
they can legally contribute as required by the Federal Govern­
ment.

The document showed that the 774 local governments are
contributing $963.307 million to the fund, while the share of the
Federal Government and the thirty six (36) states is $2.267 bil-
lionand$1240h;~'"" respec J.

Out of the total amount, Kano state is to contribute the highest
amount of $107, 327, 563.69, while Lagos and Kastina states
followed with $8 1,748,034.33 and$81, 293, 361.63 respectively.

Bayelsa, Ebonyi and Gombe states contribute the least amount
of $39,494, 651.41, $43, 762, 848.42 and $45, 002, 420.33
respectively.

TIe Revenue MobilizationAllocation and Fiscal Commis­
ion (RMAFC) yesterday said that media reports quoting
t as saying that state governors should shun the $5.3 bil­

lion power revival fund was a misrepresentation.
A statement from the Public Relations Officer (PRO) of the

commission, Theodora C. Onyebuchi, said that the commission
was only advising the governors on derivation so that all tiers of
government are aware of their contributions .

The statement read: "In order to set the record straight, with
regards to these publications, the Commission wishes to categori­
cally state that it was completely quoted out of context. Itwas
only advising state governors noting that the derivation has to be
firstly charged followed by the distribution of the accruals.

"Each beneficiary including Special Funds will get its correct
share vis-a-vis the Federal, State and Local Governments ..This
is within the rule oflaw which is the policy of this present gov­
ernment.

"The Commission hopes that each beneficiary will be com­
mitted to using the funds for the development of the power sec­
tor, noting Mr. President's anxiety to meet with the expectations
of Nigeria. The Commission reiterated that this is the key and
critical area in Mr. President's 7 Point Agenda."

$5.3bn power fund: RMAFC says it wasmisquoted
I By Idris Ahmed I

I ' By Muideen Olaniyi
government.
"On February 29"', 2008, the

StateExecutive met and decided
to suspend Alhaji Maikaho for
taking up an appointment with
Thguda'sGovemment

"Consequent upon his in­
ducement into the PDP Gov­
ernment, the National Secre­
tary of the AC, Dr. Usman
Bugaje issued a statement sus­
pending, and later expelling
Maikano. When he went to
court to challenge the decision,
he lost the case when the High .
Court in Bauchi in the Suit
number BA19/2008 ratified
the AC's decision to expel
AbduJJahi Shu' aibu Maikano,"
, the statement read.

The party reiterated that "at
no time was Senator Nazif ever
suspended from the party, add­
ing that it was a mere wishful
thinking by theIsa Yuguda led­
government."

Tie Bauchi State chapter
f the Action Congress

(AC) yesterday disow­
ned one Alhaji Abdullahi
Shu'aibu Maikano who clai­
med to be the chairman of the
party in the state.

Astaterrient issued by theAC
authentic Chairman in the state
,Alhaji Danladi Jaja at the end
of the meeting of the party's
State Executive Committee
held at its Secretariat, Dandoka
Street urged the general public
to disregardAlhaji Maikano.

The Party said he was never
at anytime the chairman of the
AC in Bauchi, declaring that

, AlhajiMaikanowascarrying
out a paid job for Governor Isa
Yuguda to break up the party.

The statement alleged that
Maikano who, in his own state­
ment called on AC mernbers
to decamp to the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP) along
with Govertlor Yuguda had
ceased to be a member of their
party when he took up a job
with the PDP-controlled state

AC disowns Maikano as Bauchi
chairman

tivity and quality of service ren­
dered.

Manager legislative compli­
ance of the Zain network, Jo­
seph Myapurgi, explained that
bill as proposed has clipped
their hands in securing permits
for locating masts in addition
to huge costs.

"Planning and permission
will be made cumbersome and
costly ifwe need to obtain per­
mit from states and otherregu­
latory agencies to locate our
masts. It may weigh on the
quality of service and expan­
sion," he said.

Globacom in its presentation
said, "We humbly request that
you consider the existing fra­
mework in place. We are alrea­
dy co-locatingwith other opera­
tors aswell as sharinginfrastruc­
ture with other operators. '

According toNTIEL, "NCC
is already standardizing the

y Tashikalmah Hallah &
Nasidi A. Yahaya

rules to international standard
and practices. The enforcement
of the guidelines is not seenas
a failure ofNCC but a need for
more collaborative cooperation
between the committee, the op­
erators and the regulatory agen­
cies" adding that there is "con­
scious of the fact that we need
to make sure that whatever we
do are incentives based, safer
and will not make compliance
difficult".

Also Mr. Steve Azenge, of
the NCC, advised the commit­
tee that all issues have been
addressed in a reviewed guide-­
lines recently articulated by the
Commission.

"NCC guidelines already
covers locations, building
specifications and all that the
reviewed guidelines are based
on applicable practices and the
issues have been adequately
covered in a more detailed
manner. There is no provision
for penalty in the bill and there
are areas of contradiction with

the Communication Act".
He also that the, "multi

regulatory agencies will in­
crease taxation and will cause
a challenge to the operators".

The NCC also stated that
Nigeria needs more masts to be
abletocoverthewholecountry
as it only has 10,000 telecom­
munication towers' while a
country likeUKwhich is about
a third or fourth of the size of
the country has about 40,000.

According to him, only 30
percent of the masts are for
~lecom PUI.]J9ses,as 70 per­
cent belong to broadcast and
other services.

Earlier, in his opening re­
marks, the chairman of the
committee, Dave SaIako said
that the bill seeks to protect the
environment and promote fair
competition by reducing the
proliferation of infrastructure,
facility installations by grant­
ing equal access to operators
on mutually agreed terms.

The bill, he added, will also
provide legislation to ensure
that 'the incidence of unneces­
sary duplication of infrastruc­
ture is minimized or com­
pletelyavoided".

G,0bal System of Mo­
ile Communication

(GSM) operators in the
country yesterday protested a
proposed bill which threatens
to impose additional regula­
tions on their operations say­
ing it is inimical to their opera­
tions.

They appealed at a public
hearing organised by the Hou­
se of Representatives commit­
tee on Communications on an
Act for the regulation ofloca­
tion of telecommunications
masts and associated facilities,
co-location and infrastructure
sharing for the purpose of en­
suring human safety and envi­
ronmental sustainability.

The operators faulted sec­
tion 23 of the bill which they
claim contravenes some regu­
lations establishing the Nige­
ria Communications Commis­
sion arguing that for the new
law to take effect there was the
need to amend the NCC Act.

The Operators in their sepa­
rate presentations stated that
bringing another law would
guide their activities would
only compound their problems
and impinge on their produc-

Governor Timipre Sylva of Bayelsa State and the Ijaw
Youth Council (lYC) have resolved to collaborate on
efforts to seek for lasting peace in the state. .

Speaking in Yenagoa on Monday when the leadership oflYC
paid him a courtesy visit in Government House, Governor Sylva
reiterated his advice to militants to lay down their arms, and
take advantage of the amnesty recently offered by President
UmaruMusa Yar'adua.

The governor's commitment to peace process in the Niger
Delta region was contained in a staternent yesterday by his Chief
Press Secretary to the Govemor, Doifie Ola.

According to the governor, the state has initiated a compre­
hensive Disarmament, Demobilization and Re-integration (DDR)
programme that would empower any militant who embraces
peace to become an active contributor to societal development

Sylva decried the infiltration of the popular struggle of the
people by criminal elements, warning that any militant who re­
fuses to embrace peace would have to contend with the long
arms of the law. .

He praised the leadership ofllie IYC for its doggedness, com­
mitment and focus on the struggle of the Ijaw people, saying
President Umaru Yar' adua's plan of granting amnesty to all Niger
Delta militants would chart a new course in the promotion of
economic development and the enthronement of peace in the
Niger Delta Region. - ---- - - -

The IYC leadership had visited the governor to present its
strategy plan for Disarmament, Demobilization, Re-integration
and Re-orientation (DDRR) of militants, as well as a progress
report of its Committee on Security and Economic Develop­
ment. The youth body solicited the governor's support in con­
veying its message and letter to the president.

GSM operators protest proposed
new regulation

By Muideen Olaniyi
Pic:Kennedy EgbonodjeVehicles queuing for fuel at Zone 1,Abuja, yesterday.

Bayelsa, IYC collaborate on
Niger Delta peace moves

I
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TIe H~ ofRepresentatives yesterday declared readiness
o move for'the recapitalisation of the Bank of Industry
(BOI) and the Nigeria Export/Import Bank (NEXIM) as

part of the effort to save them from the current economic melt­
down.

The chairman of committee on Banking and Currency, Rep
Ogbuefi Ozomgbachi (pDP, Enugu State) who stated this when
the Managing Director of BOI, Mrs Evelyn Oputu appeared
before them said the recapitalisation became necessary due to
the economic meltdown. -

The committee heard that the bank had to look for financial
assistance from some U.S development institutions due to the
inability of its shareholders to conclude its recapitalisation.

Rep Ozomgbachi said the industries need to be resuscitated to
.avoid total collapse of the country's economy, pointing out that
if the bank could further consult stakeholders in the industry,
the collapse may be avoided.

In her submission,Mrs Oputu said atits inception in 2001 ,the
BOI's authorised share capital was set as N50 bn,with an addi­
tional loanable sum ofN50.

By Tashikalmah Hallah & N asidi A. Yahaya

Reps move to recapitalise BOI,
I • . NEXIM banks
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(lNTARPAN), Ambassador Olusegun Olusola, during the
yesterday.
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K'dnappers who abducted the wife of Edo State
Commisstenesfer Works, Mrs. Itohan Obayagbona
ave demanded N12m ransom payment. Family

sources told Daily Trust that the kidnappers had earlier
demanded N50m but was later reduced to N12m. The
sources disclosed that the kidnapped woman who had spent
five days in the kidnappers' den was allowed to
communicate with her husband and family three days after
she.was abducted. The source said that the family was
considering paying the ransom to save the life of the woman.
Efforts to reach her husband, Andrew Obayagbona for
comments since the incident have proved abortive as he
was not picking calls. Mrs. Itohan Obayagbona was
abducted on Friday Apri13rd 2009 at her residence at College
Road offEkenwan Road Benin City by four armed men who
told the security man at the gate that one of them was a
Personal Assistant to the Commissioner. The state
government in an official statement had said that they would
not pay any ranso~ to the kidnappers to secure the release
of the commissioner's wife. Activities at the Ministry of
Works have been at the lowest ebb since the kidnap.

Nigerians challenge govt on
poor healthcare delivery Wh VVF · ~n dsOmeNigerianSOnTUeSdayur~edgOVernmentatall y carnpaign ra e
levels and other stakeholders in the health sector to b....~

hG;V :;:;.~~:~:.~ne~:~~~ti~ ~~~~::ti~~~l'~k~~XI-_J~~~a1~~ ~e~f;g~! __ .1Dr'!·AI~fp ('!~T~~ -Obec I e~~~~=~ou~~:~j~~e~;
with newsmen in Lagos on the occasion of the World Health I . ~ ginaFistula(VVF),a o/~uu'-' """'~could be prolonged if the
Day, stressed the need for better healthcare programme for' common ailment among ,________ _ _, hospitals or lack access to it unborn child fails to easily
the country. Mr Bankole Adepoju, a banker, said Nigerians women that gives rise to uri- i From Isa Umar Gusau, I as a result of w:hic~,they de- negotiate a woman's repro-
were still plagued by preventable diseases and urged the II nary incontinence, have' Maiduguri i velop comphcatlOn~ that ductive organ (the birth pas-
government to make comprehensive healthcare more failed to make significant im- ' lead toVVF. He also said that, sage) due to complications.
accessible to them. He lamented the high maternal and child pact because the campaigns of workshops, symposia, many victims of obstructed He indicated that a preg­
mortality rate in Nigeria, saying this was unacceptable. 'It have not been focusing conferences and teachings labour, inwhich theVVF sub- nant woman must have ad­
is regrettable that Nigerians are still dying of malaria, mainly on the disease with had been continually held sequently occur, sometimes equate birth passage and
.meningitis and other terrible diseases in this' 21st century. little emphasis on prolonged with focus on the social con- give birth to stillborn babies . generate enough po~er to
W. '11' h c. h . or obstructed labour which sequences ofVVF, regretting in addition to urinary prob- safely deliver the baby with-orse sti IS t e tact t at NIgeria has' one of the highest .
child and maternal mortality rates in the world. "It is high II is responsible for 99% cases that "no single workshop - lems besides physical and out facing obstructed labour
. . ofVVF. over 40 years expressed any . psychological trauma. and that he said, can only be
time government came out WIth a comprehensive health' A Professor of Obstetrics emphasis on obstructed The Professor said achieved through free mater-
plan that will take care of these problems and improve the and Gynaecology with the labour- the real monster that though the causes ofVVF are nal health and safe mother
lives of the people," he said. According to Precious . h d h hUniversity ofMaiduguri, Dr gives birth to over 99% of many, by far the most irnpor- 00 programme sue t at
Humphrey, a nurse, Nigeria is far from realising its J.Y. Obed declared this in a VVF and its related disor- tant one is prolonged ob- trained health workers can
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) with high cases of paper titled, Obstetrics ders". He described the de- structed labour, saying a make early and promptdiag­
life-threatening diseases. Mr Kunle Azeez, a teacher, called "VVF" and the other closely velopment as shameful. pregnant woman should not nos is and plan for the safe
on the government to raise awareness on the negative related "untold" injuries- Obed noted that pro- be in labour for more than 12 child delivery. .
impact ofHIV and AIDS and other diseases in the country. mOffosnhsotoetroftht;,otrubsetrhiu'dcdt,eend longed or obstructed labour Commuters stranded inLagos as
He said that no country could lay claim to being great when results from inaccessibility !
a large percentage of its population still had so many health labour", which he presented of many women to safe:
issues to contend with. He advised Nigerians to be more yesterday at a three-day mother hood programme LAGBUS drivers begln strike
conscious of their health and co-operate with the workshop on maternal mor- such that requires access to
government to combat some of these diseases. The World tality reduction and improv- ante natal care and counsel- I Thousands of commut Mr Steven Joseph said that
Health Day is marked all over the world on April 7 of every ing women's reproductive ing services, skilled medical ers in Lagos were on the strike was to correct the
year. This year's celebration, according to the World Health health rights, organised by supervision of women dur- Tuesday stranded, as "anomalies in their condi-
Organisation (WHO), focuses on the large -number of lives the office ofthe Borno State ing and after child births. drivers of LAGBUSES began tions of service". He alleged
which can be saved in emergencies such as floods, conflicts first lady in collaboration He stated that cultural an indefinite strike. Corre- that they were being under
and earthquakes. (NAN) with the United Nations ti rty d I k spondents report that the paid by the management,prac Ices, pove an' ac drivers embarked on the contrary to the total emolu-Sokoto s onsors S· • d· fi Fund for Population Activi- of maternal health faoilities .p. IX m 1genes or ties in Maiduguri. had often led women into strike to press home their ment. agreed upon at the in-

demand for better conditions ception of the scheme.geo-information studies The professor noted that prolonged labour because of service. The drivers are '.'When the LAGBUS was
in the past 40 years, series many women refuse to go to d db f G

Six indigenes of Sokoto State have been sponsored to -__ -- - ---_ __ .1 demanding a day off duty on mtro uce y ormer over-
undergo a "technician diploma" course in geo- B I M h dh t f dia alternate days and enhanced = Bol~ Tinubu, the sala-
information production and management. The course a a 0 amme arps on corrup - reeme la I pay. Lagos State Government nes of drivers and bus offic-

is taking place at the regional centre for training in FromHalimaMusa,Kano ' had in March 2007 intro- ers were put atN80, 000 and
Aerospace Surveys (Rectors), Ile-Ife, Osun. DrAli Inname, i duced the LAGBmi which ~60, 000 per annum respec-
h S . 1 Ad . G li Elimination of corruption from all facets of the society .1 h 535 b tivelyt e pecia viser to overnor A IyU Wamakko on now as uses on its " . .
Scholarship and Students Matters, disclosed this in Sokoto has been identified as the only panacea for the brown' I fleetao complement its BRT C!urworking hours 'Yere

T d . . db hi ,_C: . ill envelop syndrome that has been bedeviling! h also increased from eight
on ues ay, m a statement signe y s information 0 icer, journalism in the country. This observation was made by I sc eAme. hours per day to work two
Alhaji Isa Shuni. The statement said that Inname who the special Adviser to Kano state governor and Director' . s e_arly as 7am, .the days consecutively before
addressed the selected students, also added that the General Directorate of Societal Reorientation (A Daidaita strike action became notice- taking a day off," Joseph
gesture of the government was in view of the urgent need Sahu), Dr Bala Muhammad in a lecture he. delivered on i able as the commuters who said. He said that the current
of such high level manpower in the state. "This is the first Islamisation of the Mass Media organised by the l had gat~ered at the bus- work schedule was taking its
time the state government is sponsoring its indigenes for International Institute of Islamic Thought (lilT), held at stops waited endlessly for toll on their health. "We work
such a course at the prestigious centre which is under the Faculty of Law, Bayero University. He noted that the brown the buses. A check showed from morning tilliate night
auspices of the United Nations Economic Commission for envelop syndrome was the replica of what obtains in every that most of the buses were everyday of the week with­
Africa," he added. The special adviser said government segment of the society as far as corruption is concerned, p~rked at th: LAGBUS te~- out rest. "It is affecting our
was determination to sponsor more indigenes to pursue "you cannot stop corruption in the media because the media i minals at Ojodu ~nd Ikosi. health and it could endanger
different academic courses both within and outside Nigeria is part of the society and corruption has eaten deep in our I The placard-carrying work- the lives of the passengers
to ensure even socio-economic development of the state. society," he said. He observed with conce!ll, how media ! ers accused the management as a tired driver could doze
Inname advised the students to justify the confidence organisatto~s under pay their workers while nothing had ! of being insensitive to their off on the wheel," stressed

. . . been done either on the part of the NUJ or Press Council to I
repo~ed m .them by the state go~e~ent by facing their address the issue. According to him, such media ! plight. Some of the placards the driver's spokesman. But
s~~Ies se~ously as well as ay,Olding all acts capable ~f organisations must be compelled to pay their staff living I read: "10 persons have died; the Managing Director of·
so~lmg the Image of the state. H.ugeamounrof'money IS . wages so that they can work without much constraint. "It i no medical ca!e", "The MD L~GBUS, Mr Tunde Disu
being expended on you for the eighteen months' course lis high time such media organisations are compelled to I must go" . said that the one day on, one
and you. should never fail the state government and your ensure good pay for their staff and enhance their welfare," I Speaking with newsmen, day off policy, was to take
parents," he told the beneficiaries. (NAN) said the DG i a spokesman for the drivers, effect from May 1. (NAN)'
•••••• __•__• • • .•• •• • •••••••• __ •• __•. __•• __••••• _ ••• __ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• _ ••••••••••••••••...•••••••••••••••• _ •• _ ••• _............... _ ••••••••••••••••••• _. __ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••• _ •••••••••••••••• _ ••••••••••••••••••••• _ ••• _ _ __ ..1. ••

From Vincent Egunyanga, Benin

Kidnappers of commissioner's
wife demand N12m ransom

·1

"--~'-"-"'I"'---~-'- --..-..--.--~..-.- _ _._..__ - _._ "-"'---"-"'-"-~-'-'-'-"-..-~ """_----"---'---'--"'_--"'--___ _-__.__ _._.
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organisation was central to
the Lagos mega city project.
On the agency's services,
Ighure disclosed that it
planned to set up 18 district
offices in nine states this
year as part of efforts to
cover the grassroots
effectively, (NAN)

oars, He expressed
satisfaction with the support
LAMATA had so far
received from the
.government and people of
Lagos State, The Head of
Lagos office, Mr Isaac
Ighure commended
LAMATA for the successes
it had recorded in
revolutionising
transportation system in the
state, He said that the

LAMATA to transform Lagos transport system, says MD
initiative, Mobereola called
for collaboration and

NUT,suspends teachers strike in Delta
The NUT in Delta on school teachers and the pay- released, while the shortfall soon be presented to the­

~onday suspended ment of arrears of the 2006 in the February and March State Executive Council for
Its three-week-old and 2007 promotion ben- 2009 teachers' salaries had consideration, He also said

strike embarked upon to efits, Uloho noted that 27,5 been rectified. Besides, that the stagnation of gradu-
LASUTH to be decentralised - Board i press the state government per-cent salary increase had Uloho said that the commit- ate teachers in primary

to pay the enhanced Teach- been effected in the April tee set up to look into the schools which was one of

The Lagos State. University Teaching Hospital ers.' Salary Structure, The salary schedule, payment of the arrears of the iss~es that led to the
(LASUTH) is to be decentralised, its Management strike was suspen~ed after He also said that the 2008 promotion benefits had strike, was already receiving
Board Chairman Nurudeen Olowopopo said on ... fthan emergency mee~lng0 e promotion letters to primary completed its assignment, attention of Gov. Emmanuel

Tuesday, Olowopopo told a news conference in Lagos that StateWing Executive Coun- school teachers had been adding that the report would Uduaghan, (NAN)
the measure was aimed at allowing the hospital to cil (SWEC) of the union in ,------------------------------------"'-----------------------------­
concentrate on more complicated medical problems, It is Asaba. A statement by the
also to allow the hospital to increase its abilities to train i NUT State Secretary, Mr
more highly qualified doctors, "We are transforming i Eddie Uloho, in Asaba di- Nead of the Lagos
LASUTH in terms of its infrastructure as well as enabling it ; rected the teachers to return mega city status, the
to become a true tertiary institution, "An important aspect to their classrooms immedi- agos Metropolitan cooperation between the
of such goal is to emphasise primary healthcare with ately, Area Transport Authority organisation and the media
improved primary healthcare centres throughout the state," He also implored the (LAMATA) says it is in its bid to provide efficient
he said, Olowopopo noted that the hospital had made an teachers to create an atmo- committed to an efficient transport services as part of
'extraordinary progress' in healthcare delivery, He said that sphere that was conducive integrated transport system the mega city projects, He
in the past few years, the hospital had witnessed forlearning, in appreciation in the state, LAMATA's commended the agency for
tremendous transformation from just a tertiary hospital to a of the state government's Managing Director, Dr Dayo disseminating factual _
world class one, withstate-of-the-art equipment. "LASUTH efforts, Uloho noted that the Mobereola gave the pledge reports, adding that such
has been transformed to the best hospital in the country union's demands were al- on Tuesday in Lagos when cooperation would help
with the establishment of multi-million BT Health Diagnostic ready being addressed by he visited the Lagos office consolidate the gains of
Centre, maternal and child complex and improved clinical the government. of the News Agency of LAMATA, "We need your
areas, "Gov. Babatunde Fashola has made healthcare The teachers embarked Nigeria(NAN),LAMATA,a support and cooperation
delivery the cornerstone of his administration by devoting , on strike on March 13 to parastatal agency of the because of your reach; we
substantial amount of the state budget to the provision of i compel the government to Lagos State Government, need media understanding
quality healthcare for the people," he said, Olowopopo said . implement the 27,5 per-cent provides multi-modal as we move into complex '
that his 13-memberboard, inaugurated in September 2008, increase in teachers' salary integrated transport system areas," he said, Mobereola
had succeeded in transforming the hospital to a health in the state. - rail, road and water. It noted that NAN had been
institution 1Ieingemulated throughout the country, Dr Femi Other contentious issues also provides roads and able to discharge its mandate

, Olugbile, the Chief Medical Director, said that the BT Health behind the strike included buses for BRT and LAGBUS as the national purveyor of
and Diagnostic Centre would become operational in few i the release of the 2008 pro- organisations under a news and opinions and
weeks:_.~~ ._ ._.._"_",, _.,,_,, . _...l.J~Q!iQ~.J~!!~r~_JQ.p!i.mll,!Y__.._!»..':1:~~.~_'?L!».r!y_~!~~_~<:.~_~~__ ~~~_<:.~._~t._~~~.,~?_..~<:.~~.~~_..i.!~.

the governor's Personal As­
sistant, Mr, Terna Kenge
who was also a victim com­
pleted the payment.

Terna Kenge pleaded
with the protesting boatmen
for understanding, explain­
ing that the governor did not
run away from his responsi­
bility since he_directed full
payment before leaving the
bank of the river,

.i

Boatmen hold Suswam's convoy hostage
M en who ferry pas- IVrom Hir Joseph, Makurd: sion!o, deny access for the Matters, Mr, Titus Madugu,

J di . will d - CJN ; s~ngers ,across L J remammg members of the the Permanent Secretary in
U c.aary preserve emocracy - : River Katsma-Ala to board one of the wooden convoy to drive out of the the Ministry for Rural Devel-

I '_ I i at the Bururku crossing boats, touched down at the boats, opment and Cooperatives
_ Fr_o~m__Ha__s_s_a_n_A__Karo_fi,__K._an~_o~- Ll, noint in.Benue ~~ on- other bankand.directed h;~ ,

==------" , . Mrs,huzabetn snuiUwa, ana

The Chief Justice of Nigeria Justice Idris Legbo . day went wild as they held Senior Special Assistant on Tya v said they were de- the Chairman ofUkum local
Kutigi has said that the judiciary would preserve i hostage, part of Governor Special Duties, Mr, Joseph manding payment for ser- government area, Mr,David

b '1 h 1 f 1 i Gabriel Suswam's convoy to Tsavsaa to pay N21,000 todemocracy y stnct y adhering to t e ru e 0 aw vices rendered, and not for Sevav were held in the boats
, '1 in thei fth H 1 id th press for payment of their the boatmen, The governorpnncip es m t mterest 0 e country, e a so sal at alms, since according to him, for over 30 minutes before

rule oflaw is indispensable if the nation is to preserve the services, left as soon as his security the boatmen of Buruku are
Present democratic dispensation and ensure just among its The governor, who led a vehicles with the occupants If I d

convoy of over 20 vehicles also crossed to join him, se emp ye ,
citizens, The Chief Justice who was in Kano to commission ' Th "art fth

was crossin g to Buruku to But Joseph Tsavsaa who e remammg poefive High courts in Dambatta, Gwarzo, Gaya, Tudun wada, ~; ith t f itcontinue the' journey to was detailed to pay "or all the convoy WI mos 0 lSOC-and Rano said it was incumbent on the judiciary to adhered" ~', 1 din h C
Makurdi from his Logo com vehicles on the convoy, only cupants me u g t e om-strictly to the rule of law in order to preserve democracy, - " "S dmunity where he visited to settled "or a few and returned mISSIOner ~or ports anWhile challenging Judges to work towards protecting the ~, 11 h
commission two electricity to his waitin g car and sped Yout s Development, Mr,rights of the citizens through balance adjudication of justice, LU..I..LU

projects one inMchia and off to join the governor who Benimin Vembe, the gover-he said it is necessary for the judiciary to stand and protect J" ~ •
, the other in Wende when was already on the way, nor's Special Adviser onthe oppressed, Justice Kutigi said the nation needs a robust vV" .

and independent judiciary to ensure that the present part of his convoy fell in the Tsavsaa's departure pro- Media and Public Affairs,
democratic system is protected, Urging the new judges hands of the boatmen, voked the men who rose in Mr. Cletus Akwaya and his
who will be appointed to man the five new High courts to Suswam who was the first protest leading to the deci- counterpart on Boundary
be upright, he said it was necessary for them to use the
facilities provided in the dispensation of justice, In his ,
speech at the occasion the chief Judge ofKano state Justice i
ShehuAtiku described the provision of the five High courts 1

as commendable and a serious attempt to promote rule of i
law and the administration of justice in the state, '

Three-year-old Indian child Mehul Kumar lies with an iron rod through his stomach as he is attended by medical staff
in an emergency ward of RIMS Hospital in Ranchi after falling on the rod while playing at his home. Kumar is
recovering from his injures at the hospital after doctors removed the rod. Pic: AFP
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Police organise workshop onmvIAIDS
Worried by the rising cases ofHIVandAIDS, the

Nigeria Police Force has organised a counseling
and testing workshop for its officers and men in ,

Owerri. Dr Adenike Abuwa, National Coordinator of the ;
Police Action Committee on HIV/AIDS (PACA), said on
Monday'that tlieworkshop had become imperative because
of the nature of police work, Speaking at the closing
ceremony of the 10-day workshop, Abuwa said that police
personnel were prone to the pandemic as they were often
moved round the country, She said that the participants
were drawn from Anambra, Imo, Delta, Ebonyi, Edo, Ondo,
Oyo, Enugu, Bayelsa and Taraba states, Abuwa said that
the participants would help to create public awareness about
the disease in their respective offices and barracks, "They
are charged to go out and perform the important job of 1

.sensitising other police officers and men on the disease," i
she said, Also speaking, Mr Innocent Ilozuoke the 1

Commissioner for Police in Imo, said that the' constant i
transfer of police personnel across the country had made 1

the officers more vulnerable to the pandemic, Ilozuoke, who l
was represented by au Assistant Commissioner of Police, !
Mr Nseabasi Akpan, stressed that -total abstinence from
extra-marital sex was the best way of guarding against the
disease, He noted that the use -of condoms had not been
effective in curtailing the spread of the disease, He urged
police personnel, who indulged in extra-marital affairs, to
go for voluntary test so as ascertain their HIV status,(NAN)
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The above named person is wanted by the Nigeria Polic'" Force, FeT
Command in connection with a case of criminal breach of trust and

theft.

WANTED

NAF to beef maritime patrol

eLegalPractitioners
Disciplinary
Committee of the

Body of Benchers may be
compelled to bar one
BarristerEmekaOkekefrom
practising law if found
guilty of the allegations of
.aiding and abetting the
etcape of two accused
persons standing trial for
alleged armed robbery and
murder before a Federal
High Court sitting in Aba
inAbia state.
Chuks Stanley, Orji ami

UcheOjiniwerechargedfor
armed robbery and the
murder of the son of an
Aba based business man,
ChiefAbelNkemEkwechi,
offences for which they
were detained before
Okeke allegedly aided and
abetted their escape from
prison custody.

originating summons to
join the AGF and to add a
relief urging the court to
declare that the purported
revocation of the Right of
Occupancy (R of 0) over
his landedproperty located

High Court of the
ederal Capital
erritory (FCT)

yesterday granted leave to
an Abuja -based business
man, Abdulkarim Bello
Umar to join the Attorney
General of the Federation
(AGF) and the Minister of
Justice, Chief Michael
KaaseAondoakaa(SAN) in
his suit against the Chief

of the ANPP. .....••.. ..J Security Officer (CSO) to
While prayil1g:thecoucy'togrant them~fion, COl.ilisef:: Pre~ident Umar~ Musa

to Shinkafi..Ro;b~rtClark said that'it ~ilLbe 1'l1orei% Yar adua,:usuf::fIl~e over
convenient for them to defend the matter In the Gusau I al.leged dispossess~on of
division of the c6m-tas itwin save time ana cost 't I hIS property wi thout
But couns~l t? thf(,..ANPP, Chimezielk~~zo{}.t?p.~.se<l;I recourse to due process of

the motion arguing that when the case Was instituted I law, '
~ere ...ft).rcd5!ralRighCorn;t illth¢,Qu~ttU :Qivi~~on~f' The court's ruling came
thus t buja Federal High court shOUld:lj.eat,the aftera formalapplicationby

the business to amend his

:---·---·-·-·-·----·--·--··l

I
By Sunday Ejike

I Benjamin !

in Asokoro District of the
FCTdatedJanuary 15,2009
as unconstitutional, illegal,
ultra vires, null, void and of
no effect
The trial Judge, Justice

SundayAladetoyinbo,inhis
ruling averred that the
plaintiff has the right under
the common law to amend
his reliefs and consequently
grantedall theprayersof the
Plaintiff in the application
formally filed last week
'before the court,

Barrister Dan
ChukwuemekaOnyekawho
heldbrief forAikhunegbeA.
Malik in his reaction to the
ruling of the court said the
prosecutionwillneedtimeto
go through the amended
originating summons in
order to respond to it
appropriately.
"Wewill filenewgrounds

1 of preliminary objections to
I the originating summons in
view of the amended.

TieNigerianAir Forceis .: By--SenjaminAuta istheirp~ar:Yroleaswell originating summons. We
et to improve security as the Nigerian Customs will go back to drawing
n the country's maritimezonewith Service,"he said. board now that theACJFhas

purchaseofthreeATR-42 Maritimepatrol He added that already NAF has taken been joined in the suit",
aircraftand theAugustaA-I 09 lightutility deliveryof someof it 228 aircraft which has Onyekamaintained,pointing
helicopter. boost flying capabilitiesby over 70%. out that the AGF has no toleis about 45 years old and a Fulani man from Kano city, Kano Stale,
Director of Public Relations and "Youknow the nation used to spend a lot business in the matter. He's slim and fair in complexion with stone-white teeth about 6ft 2

Information(DPRI)ofNAF,GroupCaptain on Periodic Depot Maintenance (PDM) but Ben Anachebe (SAN), inches tail with no facial mane He speaks Hause, Fulani and English
SadeeqGarba Shehumade this known to the present CAS, has made it in such a way Counsel representingUmar fluently, wears both English and Traditional dresses especially Kaftan.

Daily Trust, inAbuja yesterday, that we do our maintenance in the country. in the matter while arguing If seen. should be arrested and taken to the nearest police station,
Hesaidtheaircraftswhichwill arrivethe Wejust receivedsome228aircraftsandI can in supportof the application state zonal command or contact the police Public Relatlons Officers

country before the end of this year will authoritatively say that 70% of our 228 are I tojoin theAGFandtoamend FCT Police Command, Abuja on the following phone numbers.
help NAF in conjunction with other flying in the countrynow," he added, the originating summons 080325~9029,08061581938
security outfits to efficiently patrol the He said that the CAS vision is "bending told the court that the action ~~
maritimeboundary. overbackwardto experimentwith in-country of President Yar'adua's ' . .----
"The aircrafts will help us patrol the aircraft maintenance in collaboration with ChiefSecurityOfficerwasin Jimoh MoSho~_gt: ,

nation'smaritimeboundaryin coniunction Nigeriancompaniesaswe aredoingourPDM contrary to sections 28, 44, Police Public Relations Officer" Fct Police Command Abuja.
.w_.i.t_.h__th_.e Ni__g__.e_n·.anNa_vyc , w..hi_c__.h.-=yo__.ukn.__ow__. £._o._rt__h._._e__._22__8 Wl. '.t_hD.__ANA.__.,__"__. . . . ._Land 5_1__0__f.t._h._eL~~~~~~~_c~_....__""'1.-._-__-.----.-.---------------------.--.------.-------.--.-- -_- - - - -._-._- -__._"._- __--'

Abuse of office: Court grants Biz
man's application to join Aondoakaa

1

r ---BySunday-Ejike- --I committee of the NBA the committee as exhibit
L.. __~~J~~ J Following Ekwechi's Okekewho is standingfor

petition, the NBA himself in the trial pleaded
Trouble started when the investigated the allegation not guilty to the allegation

father of the final year and found Barrister Okeke levelled against him, saying
student of the Anambra guilty of the allegation and that the accused persons
State University, on consequently petitioned were on June 26, 2006
discovery that the accused the Legal Practitioners discharged and acquitted
persons held for the murder DisciplinaryCommitteefor from the armed robbery
of his son were helped to further trial and charge,pointing outthat the
escape petitioned the disciplinary measure if the 1st accused whom he is
Nigeria Bar Association committee finds himguilty representing in the matter-:
(NBA) against the alleged of the allegations, has been and still in'
action of Barrister Okeke, The..Secretary of the detention since 2006,
the counsel representing Committee and the second Meanwhile, the murder
one of the accused persons. witness in the case, charge is still hanging on
ChiefEkwechi, who was Abubakar Ibrahim told the the neck of the two accused

one of the witnesses in the .committee that he received persons, with one still at
trial, in a petition dated a petition from the NBA large and the other (whom
January27, 2007whichwas with a prima facie case of Okeke is representing)
read before the court professional misconduct facing his trial from the
alleged that Okeke is established against Okeke prison custody.
threatening to kill him and onNovember 3,2008, The murder case, Okeke
members of his family for The witness identified pointed out is now before
daring to petition him the 54-page petition which Court 6 of a Federal High
before the disciplinary the NBA -tendered before Court sitting in Aba, Abia
_____ . ._~ ~ -,- State.

The Disciplinary
Committee headed by
Justice Umar Eri however
warned Okeke to stop
threateningthe livesofChief

and sections 3(j,43 and 44 Ekwechi and his family,
of the 1999constitution of sayingthat: "Webelieveyou
the country and urged the that you did not threaten the
courtto declarewhetherthe lifeofChiefEkwechi andhis
purported revocation is family but if there is any
legally sustainable in the threat,wewilldealwithyou",
context of sections 28, 44 The committee adjourned
and 51 of theLandUseAct to a date that will be
1978andsections36,43and communicated to all the
44 of the 1999constitution parties in the matter at the
ofNIgeria, instanceofMr,Okeke,I....-------.-------~----.--------.-...---------.-..-------.-------..---.-----.--.-.-.--.-

Lawyer's body set to bar
member from practice
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Sambo (left) and Director of Programme, World Energy Council, Mrs. Elena Nkehaev, at a workshop on clearer fossil
fuel technologies inMrica, in Abuja, on Monday. Pic: NAN

Shekarau, Oshotimehin advocate new policy on health care

H~:~~~;o~~~: iFromVmc;::i~gWiyanga;l..Jll~~~:'theJDPCcalledon ~~S~~s~~::~t without an
treetsof'Benin City, L . .._". , theNigerianCornmunications The. commission also

the Edo state capital Nwaiwu, observed that the Commission(NCC) tomake it enjoinedsecurityagenciesin
yesterday in protest against number of people so far compulsory for all phone lines the state to purge themselves
the growing spate of abducted for ransom, in (SIM card) to be' duly of bad eggs, pointing out that
kidnappingsandkillingsinthe whichevenchildrenwerenow registered by the service in cases of abduction
state. victims in Edo state, had providers with a view to involving heavily secured
The Justice Development reached an all-time high. In tracing the perpetrators of officials, it stood to reason

and Peace Commission view of what the JDPC such evil acts. that there were collaborators
(JDPC) of the Catholic described as a worrisome' Speaking on4~lf of the from within the security
Archdiocese of Benin City trend, the commission called commission '-auting - the circles. ~
said their action was a on the Benin monarch, Omo .protest rally,Reverend Father The JDPC appealed to the
registration of their N'Oba Erediauwa, tomake an Nwaiwu added that a three arms of govemment as
displeasure over the rising official pronouncement legislation outlawing well-asthe palace of the Benin
spate of kidnappings and declaring as evil and taboo, kidnapping or its sponsorship monarch to intervene in order
killings in the state in recent kidnapping and killing in Edo in the state should be enacted, to stamp out kidnappings and
times. land, and to place a royal just as he recornmended that other related acts before Edo
The members of JDPC led sanction on any perpetrator any convicted person should state becomes famous for

?!'~~~~!~~~_~~~~!_~?I?:~!o(·~':l~~~si1:l:_ll:~lI:~~g~~~_.__~~_ sentenc~.~ !_?__J~f~ _.!?!~:___.. ..__ __. _

Benin residents protest
against kidnapping, killing

.1
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Governor Ibrahim From Hassan AKarofi, 'meeting the challenges of the localgovernments succeedsin
Shekarau of Kano Kana health under the millennium the provision of healthcare
state, Minister for --- ...-------- --- ...-- ..------ development goals' agreed delivery in the country.

health Professor Babatunde among all the three tiers of that absence of unified'tnd While challenging
Osotimehin and the special governments ifthe nation is to sustainable efforts by all the participantswho comprises of
adviser to the president on succeed in the attainment of three tiers of government to all commissioners of health in
millenniuin development healthcareunderthemillennium tackle the challenging the 36 states of the federation
MDGs Mrs Amina Ibrahim development goals. healthcareneedsof the country to face the daunting, but
have advocated the formation The triowho were speaking has been responsible for the possible challenges in the
of anational policy framework duringthe52ndnationalcouncil seeming failure in the sector. sector, he said it is necessary
thatwouldseeto theunification of state meeting in Kano on Inhis speechat the occasion forconcertedactiontobe taken

.ii;'£.... ofhealthcaredeliverystrategies Monday under the theme theMinisterofhealthProfessor if the nation is to reach it goals

ASSemblY·c·'ffreUDcovers··iiioreffiiidiiiEdo-1 ~~1i~c!ef~~~r:::~J~r;:r~~::~m~JF:
e Edo State House of fFrom Vincent Egunyanga in the local government was treasurer didnot present all the l especiallyat the primary level. In her presentation at the
Assembly ad-hoc i in Benin discovered to be inflated as it vouchers as directed by the! He said for that to be occasion the special adviser to
committee set-up to c._._. -"--'-'-- -- .• " discovered thatN500,000 was committee in their last sitting : achieved states and local the president on MDG Hajiya

investigateallegationsoffraud that N750, 000 was actually initiallycanrunkedfortheburial lastweek. l governments must take Amina Ibrahim said over
and inflation of contracts spent on hosting the council's inAugust 2007butthe voucher The committee also \ responsibility of providing N57bn has been expended on
leveledagainsttheChainnanof first graduates of the for the burial expenses was discovered that different! healthcareatthatlevelwhile the thehealth sector since 2006.
Ovia North East Local AdministrativeStaffCollegeof datedSeptember2008. payments amounting to: federal government would She disclosed that it is not
Government Area, Faustain Nigeria instead ofN1.5milion The figures quoted in the N6million to differentpersons ! support such initiatives to enough that the three, tiers of
Ovienrioba yesterday stated in the income and vouchers presented by the were made by the council in' ensure its success.. . governments shouldmeet and
uncovered s~mediscrepancies expenditure note presented to treasurer of the council to the January2009forenvironmental ' He disclosedthat the federal talk on theproblems facing the
in the financial dealings of the thecommittee.Also, theN1.5m committeedidnottallywith the sanitation and clearing,! government will continue to sector without taking any
council. said to have been spent on the figuresstatedintheincomeand evacuation and disposal of: facilitate and engage in concrete measures to address
..__!.E..~_.<::.?~!!t':~9.:i~~~yere~._..burial~~Ilr~~~!'..1?Plead~ .._.._t':~P~l19itlJr_~_a_c~?Ul1!_.~~t11t':r:.e_~~.iE-_Q1t':I?~_g.?V~~(':I1!J.._~~~~~~~_~~~~~~~e~~~_~~.!?r?~l.~~: __ .. .
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state government for ensuring
that the state was not found
wanting in healthmatters.
Anyafulu called on the state

government to intensify its
focus on health system factors
that could facilitate equitable
access to life saving care.
She said this would in turn

support the delivery of
emergency obstetric care on a
large scale. Also speaking on
the occasion, Dr Sunday
Ojenuwe, a Consultant at the
FederalMedicalCentre,Asaba,
saidforeverywornanthatdied,
everyNigerian was involved programme. The
OjenuWacalledonthepublic COIl)l)lissioner pointeq out the free cardiac-thoracic

to be involved in the fight progJ:atmne4illl.).'povedbeyondthemission'snat:Qreituse4to
against matemal mortality by be as it has now been institutionalized in the day-to-day
educating women to be programmeatLASUTHhencethebuildingoftheCardiacCenter
delivered of their babies by at thecGba eneral.Ho that win selves ~ an annex (If
sl<ille_Q_attendan~.. _ ..._.. _00_ _ tll~J.;_!i;gq$ ~pmyS!~iry". . . g_H()spi~l... 0 ••• .. ...... :. ~ .....

of the medical facilities in
government hospitals.
On the theme of this year's

celebration: "Save lives -
Making Hospitals Safe in
Emergencies," Okowa said
"this is significant because it
re-awakens our consciousness
to be alert to face emergency
situations."
He said the purpose of the

re-awakening was to ensure
that by every standard, health
workers were alive to their
responsibilities at all times in
terms ofmaterial procurement
andavailability.
Inher address of welcome,

the Managing Director of
InternationalCentreforWomen
Empowerment and Child
Development, Mrs Bridget
A,nyaJu1ll,<;9rome~gec;i tl!e_

infrastructure in the town.
"We also want to identify

best practices and ask
questions on issues we do
not understand about the
town, in order to better
appreciatethe ancient town
of Onitsha," he said.
The participants also

visited Onitsha North Local
Government Area
headquarters, Onitsha North
mini-stadium, governor's
lodge, judges quarters,
Onitsha South Local
Government Area and the
Onitsha main market. (NAN)

l1e Secretary to Delta
Government (SSG),Dr
feanyi Okowa, on

Tuesday urged private
hospitalsto refer difficultcases
to government hospitals for
specialist attention.

Speaking at a public lecture
in Asaba to mark the World
Health Day, Okowa said
governmenthospitalswerewell
equipped to handle special
cases.
Okowa, who was

represented by the Special
Adviser to the Governor on
Health Monitoring, Dr Andy

other security agents' Ilabor, said the state
records show clearly that government had invested
our place is peaceful. heavily on the development of
"Even in the last yuletide, health care facilities.

we had a crime-free i He appealed to the people
CbIisIDlas_gele.bratiQn IDQ.Ie _l Qfme_sm~_tQ_~vajl_!hemsel_ys:s_

than ever in the history of the
town. The people ofOnitsha
are hardworking and
innovative, which has led to
the prosperity of the town."
Earlier, Air Commodore

Emmanuel Jekada, Study
Group Director inNIPSS and
leader of the team, said the
participants were in Onitsha
to interact with the different
segments of people.
"We are here to study the

traditional system, people
and most especially, the
Onitsha market as well as
other developmental

The Obi of Onitsha,
Igwe Alfred Achebe
yesterday advised

Nigerian journalists to
always adhere to
professional ethics by being
objective in their reportage.
He gave the advice in

Onitsha, Anambra, while
receiving participants of
Senior Executive Course 31
(2009) of the National
Institute for Policy and
Strategic Studies (NIPSS),
Kuru, near Jos, who paid him
a courtesy visit. Achebe said
it was regrettable that some
sections of the media had ,-------c--,--:,--,-----::_-:-----------.._-----------------------------------:---:--,-,------------------------------------------------------------c--------------------------'------------------------- -------------------------,------------------

~~:s:n a~oP~~?r~:~~~~SSG wants difficult cases referred to govt hospitals
without verifying their facts.
"This is not true. We are

just a victim of negative
press. Onitsha is more
peaceful now than ever, and
our people go about their
businesses unrestricted," he
said. The traditional ruler
urged the course
participants to
discountenance such
reports and go about their
study with a clear mind and
objectivity.
Achebe said: "Police and

D eputy Speaker of FromLeyeAdewumi, has to prove in all (PDP) dominated House,
Ondo State House; Akure ramifications that he is better Akinfolarin who is a PDP
of Assembly,~' J than the person who left; he member said all the members

Akinfolarin Mayowa Samuel Olusegun Agagu. has good intentions for the of the House worked together
representing Odigbo Inan interview with Daily people of Ondo State .He likeateam 'Our relationship
Constituency 1 has tasked Trust in Akure, Mayowa must develop the state. The here is that we are together.
the state governor ,Dr. stated that the only challenge state must be developed', he We took oaths to better the
Olusegun Mmiko to brace up before Mimiko was to prove stressed. Expressing his view lots of our people. We came
and surpass the to the whole world that he is on the relationship with the to the House with the visions
achievements of his better than the ex-Governor- opposition members in the of transforming our state,
immediate predecessor, Olusegun Agagu. 'Mimko Peoples Democratic Party bringing development closer

-O-b-i-o-rO__:__'_m-'t-sh-a-u-r-g--=e'--s-jo-=-'u=-r-n-a-n-st-s-tO-=-b-e-o-b-1-e-ctl-'v---'e'---, :;:~~:~?~~~~:~~
According to him, the
composition of the House
notwithstanding the members
owed it a duty to maintain
integrity of the House and to
follow due process as it is
clearly stated in the
constitution -of Nigeria.
The due process principle,

he stressed, would be applied
to screen Ondo State 19
commissioner nominees
recently forwarded to the
House by the governor,
adding that it has nothing to
do with whether or not you
are in thePDPorLabourParty.

Dndo D/Speaker tasks Mimiko on devt

,
Daily Trust Wednesday, April 8, 2009
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l_l "" The people need to know how to protect the rodents and sharing of fluids from infected

deaths resulting from the epidemics have been the appropriate response to take. themselves from the epidemics. Experts say person. The illness usually starts with the
very alarming. Insufficient information and Though the intervention of the Federal cerebrospinal meningitis popularly known as common feverish condition such as general
ignorance on the parts of some of the affected Government to the epidemics came after some CSM is caused by a germ called Nesseria weakness and malaise. Thereafter, other
communities compounded the spread of the casualties have been recorded due to meningitides-whichusuallycauseinflarnmation symptoms may appear such as headache, sore
epidemics, There is also the problem of poor insufficientinformationfromthe communities, of the lining of the brain and the spinal cord. throat, pain behind the breast bone, nausea,
disease surveillance at the grassroots. These the efforts are being sustained. The synergy When the disease occurs, many people are vomiting, diarrhea,cough, abdominalpain and
resulted in the slow response to the epidemics created in the government's responses through usually infected at the same time, causing red spots. In severe cases, it may progress to
with the high infection and fatalities. activecollaborationof theNationalEmergency serious sickness and sometimes death. Some swollen face, bleeding, gastrointestinal tract
TheWorldHealthOrganization(WHO), in a ManagementAgency and the FederalMinistry of the symptoms associated with the sickness and low blood pressure. The infected could

recent statement said some 17,500 cases of of Health has helped to check the spread of the include fever, vomiting, stiff neck severe both be prevented and treated. As preventive
infections were registered and about 1000· epidemics. Thejoint strategy of the duo on the headache and drowsiness or unconsciousness. measures there is need for good personal
deaths recorded from meningitis. It identified campaign is focused on creating public For babies, the symptoms may include refusal hygiene, proper covering offoods, discard any
the most affected states to include Bauchi, awareness on the epidemics and giving out to eat, irritability,rapidbreathing, floppybody, foodeatenby rats, blockaccessof rats tohomes

- Yobe, Combe, Taraba and Zamfara. The hot the needed information that could help to curb pale skin and rashes on thebody.The common among others. The experts recommend early
season usually last longer in the northem parts the spread. This includes the use of the media modes of transmission of the causal genn treatment of suspected cases with Ora I
of the countrywhich means that the epidemics and flyers which have been distributed include close unprotected contact and shilling Ribavirinwith theuseofRibavirin injectionfor
may continue to grip those in that section of nationwide. Sensitization workshops for the of contaminatedfluidsfrom the infectedperson. severe cases and barrier nursing.
the country unless the current efforts to curb health workers at the grassroots are also being The experts say upon infection, the symptoms The campaignagainstthe epidemicsmust be
the infection succeed. held in 'seventeen states selected based on may take between 2 to 10 days to show. The foughtcollectivelyto achieve thedesiredresult
Lassa fever infections are mostly spread at reports of high infections of the epidemics. In good news about the disease is that it could of overcoming the health hazards. With the

the grassroots with uncertain figures of the addition to thejoint efforts,NEMA through its both be prevented and treated. Vaccination government carrying its OWl1responsibilities,
victims.However, it iscertain that the virus has zonal offices have been holding grassroots could be used for the prevention that lasts for communities and individuals must be alive to
been spreading across geographical barriers campaignsagainstthe epidemicsinthe selected about 2 years. Additionally, good personal their roles. The enlightened members of the
from the north to southernparts of the country, areas considered to be most vulnerable. hygiene and proper ventilation also help in eommunities mustassistin speedinginformation
Though the annual occurrence ofthe infection The FederalMinistryof healthwhich has the curbingthe spreadofthe causalgerm. However, about the epidemics to benefit the grassroots.
has no specific time, it usually occurs during primary mandate on thehealthof the nationhas when infected, the treatment must be carried Individualsmustalsoseektheusefiil'information
the dry season when thecarrierrodentsmigrate been very active in the campaign against the out urgently with the proper antibiotics for andutilizethemproperly.
to-homes after destruction of their habitat in epidemics. In addition to the collaborative chances of survival of the infected person. Ezekiel is of National Emergency
the bush by fires. TIle rural people who are activities, the ministry has also deployed large In the case of Lassa fever, experts say the Management Agency (NEMA), Ahuja.
jg!1:2_~_!l_t.2ffu!§~Y~!2I>g~~p~.s:<:mtir_ly~cl_t.2 be _.CJl:I.Cl!l.~!i~_<?fY~~~f~r,_i_Il:~_I;~~<:>_l:1_!l_a~~~~Q~:_ __C~_1ls..il:I..y.i!:Il§_i§__n-I_a.i11!Y_§Q!".t:~_cl_~J:i!"2_1l_gh_!h~manzodol!@J:f!:_h_oo.C!!."!..__._.. . _

Curb:iIJ.g -themenace ofCSIVI and ~assa fever

qualified manpower was amajor problem in
all parts of the state. The administration
therefore embarked on massive recruitment
of health workers, leading to the
employment and posting of 22 Nigerian
doctors of various specialties ono Egyptian
doctors and about 1000 other health
workers. It introduced free drugs and
treatment for expectant mothers and
children under 5 years, all of which result in
over 500 percent increase in hospital
attendance as well as significant drop in
infant and maternal mortality.
New general hospitals in Tafawa Balewa,

Kafin Madaki and Katagum were
constructed while general renovation,
reconstruction or upgrading of other
government hospitals in Ningi, and Jama'are
are being concluded just as general
hospitals Azare, Giade and Bogoro were
equipped and commissioned. Because of
these strides, the administration has secured
federal government approval for the
establishment of a medical college and a
teaching hospital in the state.
To ensure the continuity of microfinance

banking in the state following a directive
from the CBN, the administration released
the sum ofN25Million as soft loan to nine
community banks in the state which
resulted in their successful transformation
to micro-credit banks, which is aimed at
boosting economic activities for income
generation geared towards self-reliance and
poverty reduction drive especially at the
community levels.
In the area of education, contract for the

complete renovation ofA. D. Rufa'i College
of Legal and Islamic Studies, Misau has
been awarded atthe cost of over N 1,4billion
while works on 18 different secondary
schools are either completed and awaiting
commissioning or have reached advanced
stages of completion. 23 female indigenes
of the state are studying gynecology in
Egypt, 20 others are training as pilots and
aeronautic engineers in the United States
while many others are in different countries
studying in other critical sectors of
development. The administration also
evolved programmes to develop
appropriate programmes for youth and
women empowerment through skills
acquisition, resettlement of trainees in
various vacations and entrepreneurship
training preparatory to absorption into
private and public. enterprises through' the
agency for youth and women rehabilitation

and development which has so far
generated employment for over 30,000 of
about 600,000 unemployed youth and
women between the ages of 15 and 32 it
registered.
Moribund industries like the Meat

Factorg, Fertilizer Blending Plant andArewa
Ceramics have been resuscitated while many
new ones are being established. The
administration has so far initiated and
completed water supply schemes to 54
schools, 28 hospitals/clinics and the towns
of Gololo, Kari and Bogoro at the cost of
about NIAbillion. While upgrading of
Bauchi Specialist Hospital water supply
system was carried out at the cost of N33
million, it also completed Bayara water
supply project at the cost of about N23
million. Liman Katagum water supply
scheme was carried out at the cost of over
N47 million, while arrangement for the
supply of diesel fuel for the running of the
generating sets to all the motorized
boreholes has been made.
In the area of road construction, Azare­

Isawa-Giade, Alkaleri Futuk andNingi-Burra
roads awarded at the total sum of about NIl
billion. Similarly, award of contracts for the
construction of Gamawa-Alagarno-Sabon
Gari 30km was awarded at the cost of over
N Ibillion, Soro-Ganjuwa-Miya 56kms atN2
billion.Also, Rishi-Rahama and Rishi- Tama­
Hayin Kanawa 51kms was awarded at the
cost of over N1.5 billion. All these projects
were executed with the limited resources
available to the government within a period
of only two years. Therefore one wonders
how such feat can be achieved without
prudent management of resources which
central to accountability and transparency.
As a result of the foregoing achievement
Bauchi State was last year declared by the
World Bank as the best investor-friendly
and suitable business environment in the
country. this a Kudos to the administration.
For Mr. Alibi to say that "Yuguda should

be made to pay greater attention to the issue
of accountability and good govemance in
Bauchi State," it only exposes his ignorance
about the true state of affairs in Bauchi
State. Let him visit Bauchi State and see the
wonderful transformation being carried out
by Malam Isa Yuguda. That will guide him
in judging the performance of Governor
Yuguda and make him a better commentator
on matters relating to Bauchi politics.
al-Sadique is Special Assistant to Gov.

Yuguda on Media Affairs.

-~ ---------_

W~~r~~~~~tr~~~~~~~erW~t~ ~~~}_~ By ~~~~~~ ~S~~~_~:~a_~ique
Trustnewspaper columnist inApril would be dealt with. His was only to attend

2nd, edition of the paper, making subtle the events that were lined up, most of which
insinuation that in carrying out its were made to be surprises to the bride and
responsibility, the administration of Malam the groom.
lsa Yuguda does not observe accountability Coming to the issue of performance, by
and transparency, thus neglecting the way of making comparison, Mr.Alibi urged
popular wiIl of the masseswho provided Malam Adamu Adamu, a Bauchi State
the means through which it came into being. indigene and also a Daily Trust columnist,
I am sure Mr.Alibi has not visited Bauchi to "pay greater attention to what is going

State since the last two years otherwise he on inBauchi State" just as he did when the
would not have written that article, except if previous administration was in power. By
he is doing a hatchet job because i:tnplK;ation,Mr. Idang Alibi is saying that
everybody in this country is fully aware of the administration of Malam Isa Yuguda is
the transformation that is taking place in not different from the one it succeeded. This
Bauchi since the revolution that brought is a serious fallacy that most be cleared lest
the administration into office. But I will the innocent readers especially those
return to that later because the area that outside the state get misinformed about
needs explanation most in Mr.Alibi's article what is happening in Bauchi State.
is that which bothers on the personal life of It is a mockery even for anybody to
the Governor - i.e. his recent wedding. compare the immediate past administration
To start with I really do Dotknow why an and that of Malam Isa Yuguda because what

issue is being made out of the wedding the Yuguda administration recorded in just
because we all know thatMuslims are entitled. two years has surpassed that of the
to four wives. In this country, we know of administration it succeeded. It is good for a
many leaders-of all shades having more than short explanation to be made here for the
one wife or marrying while in office. Why purpose of clarification. The administration
then is the interest in the marriage of of lsa Yuguda was brought into being
Governor Yuguda? What the Governor did through the popular mandate of the people
therefore is nothing other than an adherence of Bauchi State, which was an expression
to the teaching of Islam and to uphold the of dissatisfaction and disenchantment with
Sunnah of the prophet of Islam. That the administration it inherited. On
newspaper columnist will ignoremore serious assumption of office in 2007, the Yuguda
national problems and opts to make issues administration found that virtually every
out of the personal life of a governor raises sector of service delivery, ranging from
suspicion about the motives of the columnist health, education, youth and women
especially if he writes on a state governor development, agriculture, civil service etc
with whom he has nothing to do. was in shambles.
The article is full of inconsistencies At the time theYugudaadministration came

because while in one sentence the MrAlibi on board, the mobility situation on ground
admitted that Malam lsaYuguda is a wealthy was very pathetic. There was acute shortage
man that is capable of singularly funding of vehicles in all government ministries and
the wedding, in another, Mr. Alibi subtly agencies which was compounded by poor
insinuated that public funds were condition of the available vehicles on
squandered in the wedding. Iam certain that ground. Consequently, the efficiency of
Mr. Alibi knows that even if Malam Isa government operations WaS remarkably
Yuguda lacks the resource to finance the slowed down. Inrealization of the importance
wedding, he should have friends that will of adequate and functional vehicles in
give him a helping hand. The wedding was enhancing governmental operations,
en tirely spon sored by, the Yuguda procurement and distribution of suitable and
committee of friends, that includes all the brand new vehicles to all government
35 state governors, ministers, diplomats, ministries and government agencies was
captains of industries and businessmen carried out. War against miscreants leading
moguls like Aliko Dangote. As a matter of to the drastic reduction in the rate of crime in
fact, Yuguda gave a directive to all members the state was carried out, thus ending the
of his administration that anybody who in menace of Sara-Suka.
any way use public fund for the wedding In the health sector, lack of adequate and

- ..._ .....- _. -- -_--- -- - -_..._ - -_. -.-- .

Re: Isa Yuguda"s slip oCtongue
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We have seen it in Lagos and
YOU certainly have tons of
goodwill to mine from. I .
predict at least 3-5 states for a
start in 2011 and 12 or more
and may be the Presidency in
2015. There is no time to
waste, no room for
compromises in the coalition
of theWlliLING
May Allah guide your

every step.
Least I forgot, can the

General also look inward and
ask why his team deliver very
little result and increasingly
isolatehim fromwellmeaning
Nigerianswillingtosacrificefor
the good of this nation? Are
some loyalist benefitting from
Buhari's lack of National
platform,aretheremules inthe
house? Has opposition
penetrated his group? Sir, I
leave you in Peace and wish
you Allah's guidance and
abundance of patient and
perseverance.
Engr MlIazuMagaj~ SheU­

Nigeria
mlll!zu.:"'_'!Kaji(j!}~_a_~(}(}.c_(},!!.
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convention when OBI's men
took away theparty from him
and his supporters. Ever since
that time, not only the party
executives but also the
governors that rode on his
back, backed out and in fact
sold out 'and used against him
after attaining their goal.
Very few current political

players can survive a Buhari
styled leadership, so why will
they support it, unless its
another vehicle to their
accession to power, and in the
same vein very few Nigerian
elites are not corrupt hence
have fears of a Buhari leading
government. The instrument
of producing leadership is in
firm hands of these groups, so
howBuhari canwrestle it from
them.
My honest advice to

General is to start afresh, go
back to his base _ the ordinary
people, put up a new flat form,
grow it, nurture it, take few
states in 2011and use that as
a spring board .to sell the
REVOLUTION'- it is doable.

POOl" ~OU! I

1M SU'(€, ~cu.y-e
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association with him. A
political aspiration is of little
value irrespective of its
glamour and appeal without a
viable platform. As things'
stand today,whatwillBuhari's
platform be? Is he going to
once again embark on a solo
pursuit of his ambition within
wolfs that are hungry' and
ready to sell out?
Does Gen Buhari have

control and or respect of any
of the political parties that can
guarantee his agenda to see
the light of the day from the
federal level all the way down
to the grassroots?Or doesGen
Buhari assume that he alone
can change this country
without the role of other
democratic institutions from
top to bottom. I guarantee that
Buhari's emergence under any
current arrangement will only
result in further frustrationand
pain for his supporters.

Gen Buhari lost a golden
opportunity to form either a
parallel exco or another party
shortly after ANPP

_MOll approaches, we
e faced increasingly
th the pain of going

through another routine called
election, a pseudo dictatorial
means of perpetuating elites
control on our collective
common wealth viamotion of
democratic process. As long
as the historical trend of
electionperformance does not
change we can safely project
that 2011 will be worst than
previous dubious exercises
called democratic transition.
Fact is thepeoplewhobenefits
from these frauds are in firm
control and have reared their
head again to ensure nothing
changes the status quo.
General Muhammadu

Buhari, the much respected
presidential candidate of the
All Nigeria People's Party
(ANPP) in the 2003 and 2007
elections, can decide his
political future andmillions of
his followers particularly the
thousands that were denied
legal right to aspire to public
offices because of their
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EaU~n~rations, society envisages that there would
alwa~ be'deviants and made provisions to curb their
xcesses by setting up a force of special people to

protect them against the onslaught of such miscreants.
Itbecomes worrying when criminals not only terrorise

the citizenry, but turn their arsenals on the people who
are paid and licensed to protect society from them. In
Nigeria, the responsibility of protecting the nation and
its citizenry against unprovoked attacks is vested in its
police force. The people attach all importance to the job
that the police do in ensuring a harmonious existence
between and among all peoples that they pay their taus
so that the police can earn reasonably good s~laries,
have uniforms with force of deterrence and an enviable
arsenal needed to offer adequate protection against
attacks.
When criminals then turn their arsenal on the police,

they are sending a very dangerous signal of their
readiness to upturn the natural order ofthings and hold
the entire society to ransom. In two separate incidents
recently, men ofthe Nigerian Police Force were gunned
down in cold blood at their duty posts by men of the
underworld. In the first attack recorded at 2.30a.m. in
Kano about 3 weeks ago,robbers turned their arsenal on
the police and killed half a dozen of them. The murdered
policemen did not know that their assailants were robbers
and so could offer no resistance or defend themselves'
against their attackers: They were simply murdered in
cold blood.
Just as the ink on that story was drying up, another.

group of robbers who have failed in a robbery operation
turned their guns on a number of policemen who were in
the convoy ofthe Delta state police commissioner and
slaughtered them in cold blood in an unprovoked attack.
These two incidents ought to call into questions what

would appear to be a new onslaught by men of the
underworld to kill the people paid by-law-abiding citizens
to guard their safety and maintain law and order. Itis a
serious threat to the personal survival of every citizen
and even the general security of our nation. That they
appear to do sowith impunity is even more alarming. No
development can be made where the lives ofthe citizenry
are under constant threat. Indeed, it is only in a total
state of anarchy that this kind of cold blooded murder of
the protectors ofthe people could be allowed without any
reprisal. This is an onslaught that must be condemned
in all its totality.
This is not the first time that criminals have turned

against law enforcement agents. In the wild era of N" ,
Lawrence Anini, men ofthe Nigeria Police Force were Igena ISblessed

God has provided Nigeria with abundant natural resources.
forced to hide their uniforms under cloaks to safeguard Let's not be disturbed by the fall of crude oil prices in the
their own lives until the robber and his police world. Our leaders should see this as an opportunity to be
collaborators were caught and brought to justice. What more efficient and effective.
is alarming in this new onslaught is the levity with which Lawai Abdul Faragai, 08065873333
it appeared the police authorities are taking the attacks. On electoral reform
There has been no mention of disciplinary action on top Playing with the electoral reform as President Yar'adua
ranks ofthe police where these dastardly assaults took seems to be doing after tearing the Uwais panel report to

shreds, will not augur well for our development as a
place as is expected of any force worthy of its name. democracy.
From experience these forms of attacks happen either M. Audu Lajiagi, Su/eja, 08039671860

where there is a total breakdown of law and order or Daily Trust, don't derail
when criminals engage in reprisals as a result of a I never thought an independent minded paper can come
broken covenant which comes from compromise of duty out of the northern part of this country. Now Daily Trust
with graft or again when the identities ofthe attackers has changed that perception since I started reading it.

Please don't derail.
are known by some of their victims. In any of these cases, L h 0 K .1: "IT "IT ,. 08058204121sa muya, ojar turura, tuustna;
only a thorough investigation can stem its tide. We On Charles Soludo
therefore call on the police authorities to investigate
and get to the bottom ofthis by arresting the perpetrators Nigerians should mark my words. Sack Soludo today and

tomorrow the United Nations (UN) or one of these
of these crimes and quickly bring them to justice. In international organisations would need his services.
fact, there is no better epitaph to the memory ofthe slain Sentiments aside, let us celebrate ours that is good.
than for their murderers to be arrested, prosecuted and S. Apenja, Kaduna, 07035934940
brought to speedy justice. This is what would restore On the Earth Hour
confidence in the police and buoy the resolve of those During this year's Earth Hour, a global event organized by
still in the force to lay down their lives for the protection the World Wide Fund for Nature held on the last Saturday

of March annually, 400,000 cities reportedly went dark for
lIIIIoilllfilllt.h.eilllli.v.cs.O.f.t.hillle.c.it.iz.e.nlllllsilllt.h.ey_arilllellllle.m_p.lo.YlllllellllldlllltlllloilllPlllllr.o.te.c.tllll·lII.an:::hour. Who compiled the list? Are Nigerian cities and

When Criminals
Murder Policemen

towns included?
Umar Liman, 08036136967

GSS Makarfi old boys
The famous GSS Makarfi, now GCC, urgently needs the
attention of its old students occupying influential positions
across Nigeria. The' school lacks good source of water in
addition to other problems. Wake up please!
Bello (Bawa) Abdullahi Dan'itta Giwa, 08038899037

Squandering our money
Governors and other government officials claim we voted
for them, yet they represent their own interest not ours.
Sycophants are misleading governors. They are portrayed
as holier than the Saints. And they believe! '
Ubale Bompai Rano, 08033246464 .,

Atiku and posterity
The politics of deceit by Atiku Abubakar has gone-full circle
now. The chicken is coming back home to roost. The
revelation by Obasanjo (Atiku's former boss) is a food for
thought for all do or die politicians. Atiku should urgently
seek forgiveness from God and the entire Nigerian people.
Mustafa Abbas, Kano, 08034517397

Shema, this is a shame
Governor Shema of Kat sina State is out to show how much
he hates his work. How can you pay N 180 as compensation
to a farmer whose 500sqm land was forcefully acquired to
build a new government house? Others had between N200
to N7,000 while the cheapest land in Katsina is about
N200,000. Nl80 is not even enough to cover the cost of
transporting the cheque to a bank.
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At thePort Harcourt retreat,Markhadraised
the issue and Senate after series of
brainstorming session adopted:fiscal strategies
to move the budgeting system from the short
term annual circleappropriation tomid--tennand
long term planning system beginning:from the
2009 budget
In2008, similar retreat was held in Kano on

desertification problems in the north, all in a
bid to address the multi-faceted problems in
the country holistically
A look at the 2009 budget as passed by the

Senate reflects this imperative as it approved
strategic capital funding for key sectors
including, education, transport, power, health,
agriculture and water resources among others '
while approving the slashing of over bloated
overhead costs in ministries and agencies.
Mark has since 1999 set up the David Mark

Scholarship Scheme (DMSS) for the award of
scholarship benefitting almost 2000 students
rangingfromprimarytouniversitylevel,annually.
In January,Mark handed over forthe benefit

ofall amulti-million state of the art studycentre
to the National Open University of Nigeria
(NOUN)whichhe singlehandedlybuiltto serve
as Otukpo study centre in Otukpo, his home
Benue State.
Itishowever apparent thatMark's exemplary

leadership proficiency derived from years of
practical tutelage in public administration
enhanced by trainings and experiences both in
the military and civil administrations,
Bom inOtukpo,Benue StateinApril8, 1948,

hejoined themilitaryafterhis elementaryschool
to serve the nation when it was almost absurd
to join the Armed Forces. It is his wealth 'Of
experiences and good training, which is now
brought to bear in the present effort for good
governance in the country.
Mumeh is the Chief Press Secretary to the

President of the Senate

61
past Senate had merely observed with
trepidation in the face of allegations of
malpractices and fraud by operators to the
detrimentof the nation's economic survivaland
the wellbeing of the people.
Some Senatecommitteeshave been engaged

in investigating the causes of collapse of
infrastructureinkey sectors includingtransport,
powet,education,health,agricuItureand findings
have led to series of changes'in legislative and
policy direction for the good of the nation.
These efforts have started yielding results.

.Currently,some of those indictedby the Senate
through its standing committees for alleged
misappropriation of public fund and abuse of
office_are now being prosecuted by relevant
authorities,servingasadeterrentto others;Senate
haswiththe sectoralprobesrecoveredoverN600
billion unspent appropriations which were
divertedtoprivatepurses.This fundhadbeen re
injectedinto the economyfor the good of all.
While successive federal legislature had

watched from afar, Mark in October, 2007
practically relocated the Senate to the Niger
Delta region where it took advantage of its
weeklongworlcingretreatinPortHarcourt,River
state capital to visit the Niger Delta creeks and
held talks with leaders and youths in all the six
states in that troubled goo-political zone.
Senators were opportune to have an on the

spot assessment of the problems in the area
and that has yielded results ranging from
increases in thebudgetary allocation to the area
and the subsequent creation of theNiger Delta
ministry to address the Niger Delta question..
Mark has showed that leadership especially

in arepresentativedemocracymustbeproactive
and responsive. It is on this pedestal that the
Senate in2007 alertedthenation of the possible
effect of the global financial crisis and started
puttingmachinery to protect the economy from
its adverse effect. -
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By Wednesday,April 8, 2009, Senate ! By Paul Mumeh I

President David Mark is marking his
st birthday. At 61, Mark has made a The Senate in the last two years under Mark

very deep foot print on the sand of Nigeria had strengthened its oversight functions to
history as he ultimately brings to bear his instil :fiscaldiscipline and accountability in the
outstanding experience as a soldier, system needed for the realization of the vision
administrator, politician and a legislator to 2020 of the present administration. To achieve
exemplify that leadershipat all levels isa divine its set goal, the Senate under Mark engaged in
covenant with the people. seriesof institutional and technical innovations
More likeawatershed in thenation's political to further the constitutional role of the

history, politicalanaly-stsseeMark's emergence legislature to meet the challenges of the
as SenatePresidenta reference point tomark the contemporary Nigeria and they have been
consolidationof representativedemocracy in the yielding dividends.
country as the circumstances surrounding his These includes series of periodic technical
election signalled the beginning of the capacity building programmes for legislators
independence of the legislature and true and management of the National Assembly,
separation of powers in the polity. . accelerated consideration and passage of key
His emergence was the first time a Senate legislations to enhance the current economic

Presidentwas elected in an open contest on the reforms, strategic institutional interventions
floor of the Senate. His predecessors at least throughwidened oversight activities to ensure
since 1999 were elected through the party best practices as well as series of system wide
hierarchyoratbestmockelections.Markhadin probes to ensure accountability and
June2007 defeated SenatorGeOIgeAkumein a transparency in all sectoljSof the economy.
keenlycontestedelectionwith anoverwhelming Senate in the last two years has been
69 to 39votes onthe floorof the Senate.Hewon involved in efforts to evolve strategies to
even after SenatorsGberni Saraki (Kwara) and impact positively on the people in the areas of
.Nuhu Aliyu (Niger) stepped down for Akume education, health, housing, energy aridpower,
ostensibly to boost Akume's chances. wages, job creation, food production,

Therewas awave of initialpublic skepticism transportation,communication,security,justice
on-Whether the Senate under his leadership and harmonious living especially in the face of
would actually deliver the people's mandate the raging global economic meltdown.
especially consideringhismilitary background Leadership of course must be courageous
in the face of the a civilian system. However, and that is what Senate under Mark has
the SenatePresident soonproved criticswrong. exemplified. For the first time in contemporary
This is because in the last two years, the Senate history, Senate under Markfearlessly opened
President has achieved legislative stability in system wide inquests to address the vexed
the upper chambers which he has ultimately question of corruption and poor mandate
repositioned .....-ithenhanced lawmaking and delivery by successive administrations in the
oversight capacity to guarantee good country and the Niger Delta issue.
governance in the country. -By extension, the Few weeks after it commenced plenary in
polity has been stabilised on account ofMark's 2007, the Senate had courageously beamed its
leadership of the Senate. searchlight into the oil and gas sector, a sector

in the case of the 2007 general elections;
Unfortunately, while the media held the
politicians.trather than Goubadia, largely
responsible for the mess that was the 2003
elections,Iwuisnowthevillainfortheatrocities
committed in2007whilethepoliticiansaresaiets,
Of course, the media was not alone in

describing both the 2003 and 2007 general
elections as abysmal failures. Indeed, the civil
society ,including trade unions, student
organizations, and other fOImSof democratic
organisations, had very unkind words for the
helmsmen of both the 2003 and 2007 general
elections, and the processes leading to the
election of the political actors in the two
dispensations. Infact, the civil society iten:iized'
the lapses in the elections of2003 and 2007 to'
include violence, vote rigging, etc. Inthe-same .
vein, the local and interg_ationalmonitoring
groups described the two separate general
elections as anything but a sham. The groups
frowned at the incidents of violence, vote
rigging, late arrival or non-arrival of electoral
materials, etc, that characterized the two
.separate polls. Ifthe civil society is correct in
its assessment of the 2003 and 2007 elections,
why is Iwu being made the scapegoat of the
problems of elections in Nigeria?

No doubt, the electoral process in the
country facesmany administrativeandpolitical
problems such that have challenged
meaningful, open and democratic elections in
the country. Among the most serious and
blatant cases of electoral fraud are rigging,
destruction or disappearance of ballot boxes.
doctoring of results, lack of discipline in the
form, spirit and implementation of the electoral
process, excessivemonetization ofpoIitics, and
thegeneral levelofpovertyand illiteracy.Unless
theseviceswhich are embedded in the electoral
cultureof the country are effectivelyaddressed.
itwould be impossible to conduct free, fair and
credible elections inNigeria in the years ahead.
It is for this reason and/or development that
we will continue to quarrel with allthose who
blarne only Iwuforthe allegedmessy outcome
of the 2007 general election.
Dr.Ahmed wrote infrom KfldlllUL

compare and contrastthe 2007 generalelections
conducted by Iwu's !NEC in Plateau, Lagos,
Bauchi and Abia -states, with the local
government elections' conducted by the
respective state independent electoral
commissions as further clarification of the
points being made in this essay. The essence
is to find out whether the head of an electoral
umpire can single handedly determine the
outcome of elections. While, for instance, the
PDP won in Plateau, it lost the gubernatorial
and local council races in Lagos, Bauchi and
Abia states. And whereas the AC cleared the
votes in Lagos, it performed woefully in both
elections in Plateau, Bauchi and Abia states.
The All Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP) came
tops in both elections inBauchi, while it lost in
Plateau, Lagos and Abia. And while the
ProgressivePeoplesAlliance(PPA)won inAbia
in the two sets of elections, it failed to pull the
political strings in Plateau, Bauchi and Lagos
states. Though the two sets of elections were
conducted by two different electoral bodies,
they were, however, greeted by similar
complaints of violence, non-availability of
electoralmaterialsandvoterigging,fromcritics.
What this suggests, and very clearly too, is
that the electoral umpire isnot the determinant
factor in electoral contests but the various
systemic variables in the electoral process.
In fact, nothing confirms or illustrates this

statement better than the similarity of media
reportsduringandafterthe2003and2007general
elections.A cursory look at the newspapers and
magazines show gory reports of violence,
shortage and/or non-availability of electoral
materials, late commencement of voting,
snatching/stuffing of ballot boxes, etc, as
characteristics of both the 2003 and 2007
elections.Though themedia in severaleditorials
andcommentariestookGuobadiato thecleaners
for superintendingwhat it descnbed then as the
worst elections in the country, it nevertheless,
excoriated politicians and political parties for
largely contributing to the distasteful and
disastrous outcome of the general elections.
Today,the same position taken by the media in
the2003 generalelectionisstillbeing replicated

-<>pinion.
-_._--_._--------_ ....._---_.-...._.--._-- ..--_.._ .._---.------- .-...-_ ..._._-_ .._ ...__..._------_ ..._-_._------_ .....----------_._-------- __ .._.._---_._._------_._-----.-.-----------_. __._--_ .._------_-----_._---_. __---_...._._.__ ._ ..__..._---_ .._-_---_._---_._-----_ .._-..._- ..__.__ -_.-.----_ .._-_---_._---_._._-----_._------_ ..._._-_ ..._._-_ ..._._-_ .._.__.__ ..•..._..._._---

·-The problem oCelections in Nigeria
ByAbub.akar~, ..

p---_j
1n2003,INECdecJaredDr. . -gige,who

ranonthe ticketof thePeoples. ~ __ticParty
(PDP), winner of the guberna _.____;-~ectionin
Anambra State.His closest rival;Mr.Peter Obi
of theAll ProgressivesGrandAlliance (APGA),
challenged the result of the 11011s at .the
Govemorship Election Petitions Tribunal that
sat in Awka, the Anambra State-capital, And
through a combination of forensic and oral
evidence, the tribunal found out that
Gmibadia's"INECdiscardedthe resultsobtained
from the polliPg booths throughout the state,
and instead, ~ed concocted results to declare
Ngige winner of the polls. The tribunal
subsequently declared Obi, rather than Ngige,
winner of that election. The Court of Appeal
that sat in Enugu equally upheld the ruling of
the lower tribunal in this case. It is interesting
to note. that Guobadia, rather than Iwu,
organized and conducted the 2003 general
elections.
A similar scenario played itself out in Edo

State during the 2007 general elections
conducted by Iwu, In the case of the April 14
gubernatorial election in the state, INEC,
according to the findings of the Gubernatorial
Election Petitions Tribunal, used spurious
results to declare Prof Oserhemein Osunbor
winner of the polls, without recourse to the
pollingboothresultsas containedinformEC8A
As a result of this glaring electoral fraud, the
tribunal proceeded to declare Adams
Oshiornhole, the gubernatorial candidate of
Action Congress (AC), winner of the election.
Again, the Appeal Court that sat in Benin
upheld the ruling of the lower tribunal, paving
way forOshiornholetobe swom-inas govemor
of Edo state. Ifas we have tried to show that
two separate elections conducted by two
different electoral umpires produced similar
results, then something must be terribly wrong
with the electoral culture and.system, and not
with individual umpires as some Nigerians
would want us to believe in the case ofIwu's
.1NEC.

Perhaps, we need to go the extra mile to-

l1e annQ@lceJIl.entby the Chairman,
Independent" National_ Elec_toral.
Commission (lNEC), Prof.Maurice Iwu

-that preparations for the 20ll general elections
would start in May this year, offers us another
-UDiqueopportunity to appraise the problems
Confronting elections in the country. This
exercise has become necessary since it is
generallyagreed that theproblem of organizing
and conducting credible elections inNigeria is
essentially 'at the heart of the failure of the
project of democracy in the country
- From the benefit of hindsight, elections in
the country have often been characterized by
irregularities and fraudulent activities inwhich
electoral competition amongst political parties
or candidates take the shape of a Hobbesian
struggle, that is, the war of everyman/woman
against everyman/woman. We are often toid
that this state of affairs exists in the first place
due to the tendency of political office holders
to use state power as a means of primitive
accumulation of our collective national wealth
and resources. The implication is that if we are
able to produce politicians whose main reason
for venturing into politics is to render service
to the people, we would have covered an
appreciable mileage in our individual and
collective efforts at conducting credible
elections in the country.
Ironically, much of our electoral woes and

failures have been blamed on successive
electoral bodies, and specifically on whoever
heads that body at any given time. This creates
a situation where we tend to chase shadows
instead of the reality in respect of our electoral
problems. However, in an attempt to locate the
sources of our electoral problems, we shall
embark on perfunctory comparisons of the
outcome of the 2003 general elections
conducted by Prof.Abel Guobadia, and that of
2007 midwifed by Prof. Maurice lwu. And in
orderto anive atunbiasedconclusions,we shall
be strictly guided by the results declared by
the two electoral umpires in the gubernatorial
elections held inAnambra in 2003 and Edo in
2007, and the judicial interpretations attached
to each of the results.
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The president also accused Darfur
rebels of sabotaging efforts to develop the
region and appealed to members of the
crowd with links to insurgents to persuade
them to lay down their arms.

Bashir praised Arab and African efforts
to bring peace to Darfur, including the re­
cent visit of the African Union's own panel
on Darfur, headed by former South African
president Thabo Mbeki.

..presidential candidate.
Busloads of his supporters gathered

outside Durban High Court earlier as the
charges were formally thrown out.

Afterwards the ANC boss said in a news
conference, broadcast on national televi­
sion on Tuesday: "There never was ~ case
against me. My conscience is clepr. I have
not committed any crime against the people
of South Africa. There was a clear agenda
so that' I should remain guilty forever.
Thanks for believing in my innocence and
in my assertion that I was the victim of a
systematic abuse of power."

Mr Zuma went on to address more than
1,000 of his supporters for an hour in Zulu,
singing his trademark apartheid-era song
Umshini wami (Bring me my machine gun)
two or three times,

Critics say the charges against Mr Zuma
have been dropped on a technicality and
so suspicion will continue to linger as he
has not cleared his name in court.

The main opposition Democratic Alli­
ance party filed an application for a judicial
review of the NPA's decision at the High
Court in Pretoria on Tuesday morning. It
will be heard after the 22 April election.

Its leader, Helen Zille, said the chief pros­
ecutor had buckled under political pressure.

eludes 51,700 tonnes of agri­
cultural commodities for
women and children in
Angola, Guinea-Bissau, Niger
and Uganda. The funding is
part of the McGovern-Dole
school feeding program,
which has fed about 6 million
people during the past two
years, USDA said.

this fiscal year, officials said.
"Studies and common

sense both tell us that children
leam best when they are well
nourished and fed," Vilsack
said in prepared comments for
a speech to the International
Food Aid Conference being
held in Kansas City.

The food assistance in-

Tie United States will
pend an additional
$80 million in funding

for four projects to feed
655,OOOchildreninAfrica,U.S.
Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack said yesterday.

The funding comes on top
of $95.5 million allocated in
December and is to be spent

US adds $80m in food aid for Africa

Zimbabwe's Kariba damreaches capacity, au­
thorities there may be forced to open the flood­
gates. Ifthis happens, Mozambique would be
hit by a wall of water and tens of thousands
more people would be displaced, he warned.
Nearly 100,000 people have alreadybeen made
homeless, he added. He said the organisation
expected the flood waters to remain for at least
the next four to eight weeks. ,

Cochrane said the waters had reached
densely-populated communities - up to 30km
(19 miles) from the Zambezi river - that had
never been affected by flooding before.

Vast areas of southern Africa have
been hit by the worst flooding in 50
years, says the Red Cross. With more

than 100 people dead, an area 1,500km (930
miles) wide, from Namibia in the west to
Mozambique faces rising waters from several
rivers. The Red Cross says it has only man­
aged to reach a small fraction of the more than
half a million people who have already been
affected. It is appealing for helicopters and
boats to reach isolated communities.

Matthew Cochrane, from the International
Federation of Red Cross, told the BBethat if

Southern Africa swamped by floods

led rebels under the current
president took control.

The massacre at Nyanza
took place after Belgian troops
withdrew following a
Rwandan militia attack that
elaimed the lives of 10 peace­
keepers on 7April that year.

Kagame laid a wreath at
the hill site in Nyanza and lit a

. torch in memory of the vic­
tims.

at Nyanza, where more than
5,000 people were slaughtered
after peacekeepers pulled out.

Some 800,000peoplewere
killed within 100 days by eth­
nic Hutu militia after the as­
sassination of the president.

The genocide began
when then President Juvenal
Habyarimana's plane was
shot down on 6Aprill994 and
came to an end when Tutsi-

Rwandan President
Paul Kagame has ac­
cused the interna­

tional community of coward­
ice during a speech marking
the 15th anniversary .of
, Rwanda's genocide.

He told a rally of 20,000
people in the capital, Kigali,
Ubltroops abandoned their
posts without firing ashot.

He led commemorations

R-vvanda lambasts UN

during almost six years of fighting in
Sudan's violent west, but he has refused
to deal with the court.

"We know about justice between us and
we know how to solve our problems. We
have a committee for tribal reconciliation,"
Bashir told the crowd. "After the reconcili­
ation we will investigate those who are
criminals and those who committed crimes
and those who were killed and those who
were killers.

, This is all guaranteed. Compensation
will be paid. Everyone will get their right.
·This is justice."

Sudan's embattled president told a rally
yesterday that his own officials would
track down war criminals in Darfur, dis­

missing Western attempts to bring justice to
the region.

Sudanese President Omar Hassan al­
Bashir-who is himself wanted on charges
of masterminding atrocities in Darfur-ad­
dressed a crowd of thousands in Zalingei,
one ofthe most politically charged towns in
Darfur.

The International Criminal Court has is­
sued an arrest warrant for Bashir to face
charges of alleged war crimes carried out

al-Bashir VOWS to try Darfur war criminals

TIe leader of South Africa's govern­
mg party has said he was a "victim of
systematic abuse of power", after a

corruption case against him collapsed.
African National Congress chief Jacob

Zuma told reporters after the charges were
formally dropped on Monday there had
never been a case against him.

The National Prosecution Authority
(NPA) threw out the case, blaming political
interference.

But the main opposition party has
mounted a legal challenge to the move.

'The development comes barely two
weeks before general elections, which the
ANC is tipped to win with Mr Zuma as its

I was victim of power
abuse, says Zuma

Sudanese President Omar al-Bashir (centre) greets the crowd during a visit to the city
ofZalingeiin West Dafuryesterday. Photo: AFP
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Zumabecomingthecountry's

j president. "In the year of
Obama,canyouimaginewhat$t it is likewhenyouarewalking; inNewYorkandtheyaskyou.: whowillbe thenextpresidentJacob Zuma, addressing a conferenceyesterday. Photo:AFP I can't pretendtobe look-

said there had been submis- democracy". cial commission of enquiry ing forwardto'havinghim as
sions from various interest Furthermore, Hulley intothe armsdeal-whichlies my president",Tutu said at a
groups,associations,religion added that "the selectiveap- at the root of so many of the booklaunch.Inresponse,the
organisationsandindividuals, plication of constitutional current threats to our consti- ANC said it is "increasingly
whichspoketo the policyas- rights when it underscoresa tutional system". disturbed by the marmer in
pectswhichtheNPAwas en- free press, yet a total disre- FormerpresidentdeKlerk which EmeritusArchbishop
joined to consider. ' gard for individualand insti- said"the cumulativeeffectof DesmondTutu is addressing

"Lastly, the representa- tutional rights enshrined in thesedevelopmentshasbeen the issue of the NPAand the
tions dealt with acts of im- the sameconstitution,simply to raise serious questionsre- case of the president of the
proper conducton thepart of evidences double-standards garding the NPA's present ANCcomradeJacobZuma",
theNPAthroughcertainoffi- to the detriment of us all". and future independenceand through spokespersonJessie
cials in concert with others, Hulley said the fact that the whetherallSouthAfricansare Duarte.
whichimproperlyinfluenced prosecution had aroused stilltreatedequallybeforethe Duarte also said that
the course of both the inves- strong emotion and intense law." The FW de Klerk Tutu's reference to the fact
tigation and the prosecution publicinterest,providedeven Foundation'sCentreforCon- that some ANC supporters
ofMr.Zuma",saidHulley.He more reason for responsible stitutionalRights,saidNPA's view Zuma as "God" are
vventfurtherthattherepresen- conductby all concerned."In Mpshe "erred in his'decision "blasphemous", Durte said
tations allowed "for the first this regard we acknowledge to drop charges for various ''theANC hasnot equated it-
time",meaningfulinteraction thosedemocratswhohavere- reasons, including that no self to God and it has never
with the NPA in respect of spected the process with all questionhad been raised re- pretended to be God.Weare
their decisionwhetheror not its anxiety,and practiced the garding the soundnessof the taken aback by the bishop's
to prosecute. This had en- necessary restraint". An NPA's case against Zuma". sacrilege". An Anglican
abled Zuma's legal team to "emotional"JacobZumawho The FW de Klerk centre fi- priest, Rev Jo Mdhlela, had
placebefore theNationalDi- chose "to remain at home nally observed that the Su- written in the SOWETAN

newspaperonAprill, that"letrector of Public Prosecution with his family",wasnot ex- preme Court of Appeal had us stopmaking Zuma a god,informationwhichwouldbet- pected to "immediately ad- ruled that "a prosecution is even if there aremany of hister informhim in makinghis dress the media on the mat- notwrongfulmerelybecause followers who see him as adecision. Hulley added that ter". The media quoted "an it is brought for an improper 'Black Jesus', an allusionhe''we commend the NPA for insider at his home in Forest purpose,Itwillonlybewrong- cannot escape because hethe marmer in which these Town Johannesburg", that ful if, in addition,reasonable himself, in one of his pro-representations were re- the 'emotional' Zuma, "may and probable grounds for nouncements,told SouthAf-
ceivedand processed,which not be able to answer 'diffi- prosecuting are absent". ricans that the ANC would
added to the integrity of the cult questions' likely to be Whenthenewsbrokelast run the countryuntil the Sec-
process." posedbyjournalists"afterthe weekthattheNPAmightdrop ond Coming". For his part,

JacobZuma has enjoyed announcement dropping prosecutionagainstZuma,on Archbishop Desmond Tutu
an adversarial relationship prosecution. the basis of the tapes,Hellen said the (dropped) charges
with the SouthAfricanpress Expectedly, the decision Zille, leaderof the opposition tarnishZuma's suitabilityfor
all throughthecaseandother to drop prosecution against DAparty,calledthe situation the presidency.
controversial issues that Zumahas not gonewellwith unfoldinga ''massivemultiple Theretiredclericaccused
doggedhispoliticalcareer.It the opposition.Formerpresi~' cover-up" and warned that 'the ANC elite of "arrogance
was therefore not surprising dent, FW de Klerk said the theNPAWasalsobeingcom- and a failureto listento what
thathisteamwillcriticizethe decision ''will be widely re- promised by. the internal South Africans wanted",
media'sreporting of the rep- garded in' South Africa and battles within the ANC. The ' Tutu said "it was easy to be
resentations process. Hulley overseas as the most serious DA, she said, would "take againstsomething(duringthe
said "the repeated publica- blow to the rule oflaw since immediate furtheraction", if struggle).Afarmoredifficult
tions of leaks, vacillating the dawn of the new consti- the charges against Zuma task has been left to you -
speculation on the process tutional democracy". De weredropped.Zillesaiditwas making a reality of our free-
and its outcomeand cavalier Klerk said "civil society imperative that all the infor- dom. Sowhen our new gov-
opinion pieces by so-called shouldconsidermountingle- mationpresentedto theNPA ernment behaves somewhat
experts, demonstrates a dis- gal challengesto the decision be made public. "We want strangely,it isverydifficultto
tinct disrespectwhichhas no and should call, once again, everything,we want to hear condemnbecauseit lookslike
place in our constitutional for theappointmentof ajudi- those tapes (and see) the se- you are unpatriotic."

Daily TrustWednesday. April 8, 2009

charges".
However, Mpshe over­

ruled his team. Having pre­
cariouslymade a number of
court affidavits denying po­
litical motives for the case
againstZuma, theNPAchief
said he now felt "personally
wronged and betrayed.. .like
Caesar'swife,theprosecution
must be above any trace of
suspicion".Recordingsof the
phone conversations which
dramaticallyturned the case
'roundweregivento theNPA
by Jacob Zuma's defence
team. Mpshe said the NPA'
had established that the re­
cordings had been made in
telephonetaps carriedout by
SouthAfrica'sNationalIntel­
ligence Agency (NIA). He
said the recordingshad been
legallymade, but did not of­
fer any explanations as to
how they reached Zuma's
lawyers.JacobZumafaced16
charges:oneof racketeering;
oneofrnoney laundering;two

"serious abuse of process"
during which attempts were
made to manipulatethe case
for "collateraland illicitpur­
poses". Refereeing to media
reports in the previousweek
which suggestedthat former
president ThaboMbeki also
spoke to McCarthy, Mpshe
said he could not find evi­
dence of Mbeki's involve-
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-jacob Zuma: Off the corruption h ok
Early this week, I--B~i;:-h'~-~M~dibb~~;~-'-! cret documents", she said,

M~kolediMpshe, the I with agency reports 'I International~ecuritystudies
actmg head of South .! scholar,Laune Nathan, also

Africa'sNationalProsecuting echoed calls for the Inspec-
Authority(NPA),announced ofcorruptionand 120ffraud. tor-General of intelligence,
inatelevisednewsconference In the charges against ZolileNgcakanito investigate
inPretoria,thathewasaban- Jacob Zuma, the National the tapes. Nathan served in
doning the prosecution of ProsecutionAuthority(NPA) the2006ReviewCommission
ANC leader, Jacob Zuma. had allegedthat in the decade on Intelligence, and said it
Mpshe reached his conclu- between1995and2005,Zuma was"inappropriate"fortheIG
sion because the NPA's top received783paymentstotal- to refuse to investigate alle-
investigator was suspected ing 4milion Rands (about gationsofillegalinterceptions
ofmanipulatingthe timingof $400,000)fromhis financial of communication on the:
the case againstzuma in late adviser,SchabiShaik; Shaik grounds that it had no) re-
2007. . was convicted and jailed on ceived evidence.

Theinvestigator,Leonard corruptionand fraud charges Inthe samevein,the con-
McCarthy,had held a series in 2005. Former president, troversy aroundJacobZuma

Thabo Mbeki then re-of telephone conversations has deepenedthe frosty rela-
with a former NPA head, sponded by sacking Jacob tionship between the ANC
BulelaniNgcuka.inwhichthe Zumaasthedeputypresident and Nobel peace laureate,

of SouthAfrica.two had discussedthe timing Archbishop Desmond Tutu.
of bringing charges against The payments involved Tutu was accused of "blas-
Zumain theweeksleadingup were alleged cuts from a h "ft h idh did~ multibillion rand arms deal. p emy ,a er e sal e 1
to his "highly-contested" not look forward to Jacob
election as party leader. Zuma's relationship with
Ngcuka is regardedas a sup- Shaik goes back to the years
porter of former president of the underground struggle
Thabo Mbeki, who lost the in the ANC to overthrow
leadership election to Jacob apartheid, before the
Zuma unbanning of the ANC in

TheNPAchief,Mokoledi 1990.Zumahad consistently
Mpshe, said McCarthy's denied that the relationship
conversationsamountedto a wascorrupt.Byprovidingthe

NPAwith the telephone taps
evidenceZuma's lawyershad
been able to underline a case
ofpoliticalconspiracyinvolv­
ing former president, Thabo
Mbeki, former NPA chief
BulelaniNgcuka and former
Scorpions boss, Leonard
McCarthy. If the NPA ac­
knowledgepoliticalmeddling,
itwillmean a remarkablere-

ment in the manipulation. versal of political fortunes
Mpshe said NPA "still be- that might end in the investi­
lieved it had a strong case gation of Thabo Mbeki
against Zuma" and its team BulelaniNgcuka!
of prosecutors "who pre- The decisionby theNPA
pared the case had recom- to abandonZuma's prosecu­
mendedthatitgo forwardand tion representsthe liftingof a
that a court shoulddecideon cloudovertheANC'selection
whether the abuse had been campaign thus helping to
serious to vitiate the easeJacobZuma'spath to the

SouthAfrican Union Build-
ingsaftertheApril22general
election. Opposition parties
have campaignedon an anti­
Zumaplatformsayingthathe
should step aside from the
presidentialraceuntilcleared
of corruptioncharges.Zuma
welcomedtheNAP'sdecision
through Michael Hulley.
Hulleyacknowledgedthatthe
NPA's decisionwas reached
after Zuma's lawyers made
representations to the pros­
ecution authority. "These
confidential representations,
which in our respectfulview
were compelling,comprised
various aspects", he said.
Hulleysaidthey dealtwiththe
substantative merit of the
charges, 'outlining Zuma's
defence and th version of
events which were believed
to be accordedwith the fact.

The representation also
set out the nature of the rela­
tionshipwith Zuma's former
financial adviser, Schabi
Shaik. among others.Hullev
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An official for the court
said the presiding judge had
also taken into account the
fact that Zaidi had no prior
criminal history.

"The appeal court issued
its decision today ... taking
into consideration that he
[Zaidi] is still young and
doesn't have any previous
convictions," said Abdul
Sattar al-Birqdar, the spokes­
man for the Iraqi judicial

TIe Iraqi journalist who
hurled his shoes at
former US President

George W Bush has had his
sentence cut from three
years to one year on appeal.

Muntadar al-Zaidi's law­
yer argued that the charge
should be changed from as­
sault to insulting a foreign
leader. The judge agreed and
reduced the term in line with
the less serious offence.

after another in thousands of
. homes."

Of the 207 who died,Mr
BerIusconi said 190 people
had been identified and the
other 17were awaiting formal
identification.

About 15peoplewere still
thought to be missing, but it
was possible they had left the
area without notifying au­
thorities or relatives, he said.

Iraq shoe thrower's jail term cut
council. Zaidi's lawyer,Yaha
al-Ittabi, said the decision
showed "the independence
and the integrity of the Iraqi
judiciary." ,

Shoe hurling is a grave
insult in Arab culture, but
MeBush -who was on a fare­
well trip to Iraq at the time -
shrugged off the attack.

The shoe attack hap­
pened inmid-December 2008
during a news cof1ference
Mr Bush was holding with
Iraqi PrimeMinisterNouri al­
Maliki.

Zaidi, of al-Baghdadiya
TV, called MrBush "a dog"
and threw his shoes as a
"farewell kiss" from Iraqis
who had been killed, or­
phaned or widowed since
the US-led invasion.

Taking into account pre­
trial custody and the cus­
tomary reductions of sen­
tences, Zaidi is set to be re­
leased on 14 September.

base that they had helped Iraq to "stand on its own as a
democratic country".

"That is an extraordinary achievement, and for that you
have the thanks of the Arnerican people," he said.

US-officials said Mr Obama would have talks by tele­
phone with Iraqi President Jalal Talabani while in the coun­
try, and would meet Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki in per­
son at Camp Victory.
, White House spokesman Robert Gibbs said Mr Obama

had chosen to visit Iraq rather than Afghanistan, where the
US is also engaged in conflict, to show Iraqi leaders that
the way forward for the country lies "in political solutions".

cue operation so far, inside
buildings that have been dam­
aged and, following another
tremor,couldeasily collapse,"
he said. "So therefore this is a
very dangerous situation for
the rescuers."
__Hospitals have appealed

for help from doctors and
nurses. throughout Italy.

Me Berlusconi said an­
other 48 hours would be
enough to ascertain if anyone
else was still alive.

"We have tried-and­
testedmechanisms for the res­
cue operations that have
been used before by the civil
protection agency," he said.

He said that starting from
today specialists would start
checking individualbuildings.

"The most delicate phase
begins tomorrow because we
have to inspect homes to
check thedamage," he said.
"We will inspect one room

Meast207 peoplehave
een killed by
onday's earthquake

in central Italy,with 100 resi­
dents critically injured,Prime
MinisterSilvioBerlusconihas
said. He said 150 people had
been rescued alive so far, and
the operation would continue
for a further 48 hours and in­
volve 7,000 rescuers.

About 1,000people were
injured and 17,000 were left
homeless following the pre­
dawn quake in the Abruzzo
region. Thousands spent the
night inemergencyaccommo­
dation amid continuing trem­
ors.

MrBerlusconi, appearing
at a hews conference in
L'Aquila, the medieval city
worsthit, thanked all involved
in the rescue effort.

"There have been serious
risks for the lives of those
who are carrying out the res-

UPresident Barack Obama visited Iraq yesterday
n an unannounced visit for talks with Iraqi leaders

and to see US troops. '
Mr Obama flew into Baghdad at the end ofa Europe trip

that included economic and NATO summits and a visit to
Turkey.

Speaking on his first visit to Iraq as president, MeObama
said it was time for Iraqis to take start taking' responsibility
for their country.

For security reasons, the White House made no ad­
vance announcement of the visit nor gave details of the
schedule.

But the BBC's Jim Muir in Baghdad said there had been
speculation that Mr Obama would visit Iraq after leaving
neighbouring Turkey.

The US president arrived at Baghdad's international air­
port on Air Force One in the late afternoon, local time.

He was taken immediately by road to meet Gen Ray
Odierno, the US military commander Iraq, and some of the
140,000 US soldiers serving in the country.

"We spent a lot of time trying to get Afghanistan right
[but] there's still a lot of work to be done here," said Me
Obama.

He told the troops gathered at Camp Victory military

Death toll in Italy quake passes 200;

Obama in surprise visit to Iraq
Photo:AFP

I
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US President Barack Obama speaks during a visit to Camp Victory in Baghdad, Iraq, yesterday.
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ENABUNG f»O'''BIUTIE'.AppIiutions dtould be Raled and lent to:
5ales Group, Money80x Africa, "O.Box SI3JO, tkO¥i,Legos.. .
For more information. call 01-8995t46-8. 08066J!95eo.0803)603759.

Or-visit ~.~ca.com
AppIicatienS must be received on or before' Oth April.1009.

HOW TO APPLY

Money···Bo
AFRICA

• Photocopies of 2 company directors' intemational passpo~ or driver's license

• Passport photographs of two company directors

• Ability to make initial stock purchase of N15m for Mega Dealers

• 3 months bank statement required

• Proof of physical presence i.e office address, utility bills e.g. PHCNbill number

• Referral letter from bankers

<.

• Present valid certifICate of incorporation

• Present latest income tax dearance certificate

• Send a formal applicatiC?nletter

Toqualify as a MoneyBox Mega Deal_, ~pp.licants MUSTmeet the following._l:equirements:
, • . r ~

•

www.moneyboxafrica.com

·Daily18
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Senator DAVID B. MARK (GCON) .
Senate President

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

Once more, we wish you a
happy birthday, continuing
ood health, long life,
ccessful and fulfilling years

head.

Mr. President we shall continue
identify with your altruistic

disposition, fervent
mitment, stoic dedication
unflinching patriotic zeal

promote and pr.otect the
igerian dream inwhich every

is given the opportunity
realise his/her potentials for

self development and societal
growth and progress.

As the President of the, Senate, you
have brought brilliance, intelligence,
integrity, courage, respect, inspiration r

"and stability into the activities of the ,
Senate. You preside over the affairs of
the National Assembly, indeed the
Nigerian legislature, with focus,
purpose and determination to
'. better the lots of the common

ML President, as you clock 61 years
today, on behalf of the entire people of
Yobe North Senatorial District and my
family. I wish you many more years of
service to our father1and.

• •In
a!j'. @

~®cru@®tf.
([l[P)~~

&IJUOllil@

198,2009
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-----'-------::--'_ "
."...





The deadline for the submission of bids is:
Date: Tuesday, May 19,2009

. Time: 1l.00am

The deadline for the submission of bids is:
Date: Thursday, May 21, 2009
Time: 11.00 am

Telephone:
E-mail:

Telephone:
E-mail:

M (234)080-37881377, 0802-9180333.
kano _sesp0709@yahoo.com

.
M (234)080-37881377, 0802-9180333.
kano _sesp0709@yahoo.com

Kano State Ministry of Education (SMOE),
3rdFloor, Gidan Murtala
Bayero University Kane (B~U.K):Road, .
PMB3042. - '..
KanoKano

9. The address referred to above for bid submission purposes is
Attention: Danlami Garba,
The Project Coordinator,
Kano State Education Sector Project (SESP), Kano State Ministry of
Education (SMOE)~3'd .Floor, GidanMurtahi ....

, Bayero Uniycrsity Kano(S.U.K) Rrutd; , . ., .
~PMB 3042. ~;..~. ,,~'_ ~ . ~- '#." - .... ~ -' ""~.'"

9. The address referred to above for bid submission purposes is
Attention: Danlami Garba,
The Project Coordinator, Kano State Education Sector Project (S,ESP),

8. Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before 11am, Tuesday, May
19,2009. Electronic bidding will not be permitted. Late bids will be rejected.
Bids will be opened in the presence of the bidders' representatives who choose to
attend in person at the address below at Ham Tuesday, May 19,2009. All bids
must be accompanied by a Bid Security of not less tha1l3% of the Bid Prlce or
an equivalent amount in a freely convertible currency...

8. Bids must be delivered to the address below on or before 11 OO.am,
Thursday, May 21, '2009. Electronic bidding will not be permitted. Late
bids will be rejected, Bids will be opened in the presence of the bidders'
representatives who choose to attend inperson at the address below at 11.00.a.m
Thursday, May 21, 2009. All bids must be accompanied by a Bid Security of
not less than 3'% of the Bid Price or an equivalent amount in a freely
convertible currency.

7. A complete set of Bidding Documents in English Language may be purchased
by interested bidders on the submission of a written Application to the address
below and upon the payment of a non -refundable fee NI5,OOO.OO(Fifteen
Thousand Naira) only, or US$100.00 (Oae Hundred United States Dollars)
only. The method of payment will be in Cash or Bank Draft. The Bidding
Documents will be collected by hand, or sent by courier services on request.

7. Acomplete set of Bidding Documents in English Language may be purchased
by interested bidders on the submission of a written Application to the address
below and upon the payment of a non -refundable fee N15,OOO.OO(Fifteen
Thousand Naira) only, or US$lOO.OO(One Hundred United States Dollars)
only. The method of payment will be in Cash or Bank Draft. The Bidding
Documents will be collected by hand, or sent by courier services on request.

6. Qualifications requirements include: AlL as contained/listed in the BOS oftbe
Bid Document A margin of preference for certain goods manufactured
domestically shall not lie applicable. Additional details are provided in the
Bidding Documents

6. Qualifications requirements include: All, as contained/listed in the BDS of'the
Bid Document. A margin of preference for certain goods manufactured
domestically shall not be applicable. Additional details are provided in the
Bidding Documents

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from and inspect the
Bidding Documents at the address given below between the hours of 9.00am
through 4.00pm on Mondays to Thursdays and 9.00am through 1.00pm (In
Fridays, except on public holidays.

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from and inspect
the Bidding Documents at the address given below between the hours of9.00am
through 4.00pm on Mondays to Thursdays and 9.00am through 1.00pm on
Fridays, except on public holidays.

3D/u ..,.. ·tl.....e
'al" ·J~s.-tc.~

At: leas ..
3-·K~l1.'lQ1 C::lassrooITls ,.2 't
SouLh:2 HiTeacher 4

3 L·.a.boJ:'iatc..')ries 5
4 't..ii?rar.ies 5

L.........- __ ._ .• '--. __ .----- _. ... .._....L..._. ~

4. Bidding will be conducted through the National Com.petitive Bidding (NCB)
procedures specified in the World Bank's Guidelines: Procurement under fBRD
Loans and IDA Credits, and are open to all bidders from Eligible Source
Countries as defined in the Guidelines.

4. Bidding will beconducted through the National Competitive Bidding
(NCB) procedures specified in the World Bank's Guidelines: Procurement
under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits, and are open to all bidders from Eligible
Source Countries as defined in the Guidelines.

1 At least 60 Days
3% of the
Bid Price

1Salon CarLot 2

·..2::.·i<~~·~·~·i<;·········f······_ _... ··(·::·;E-l·ss·r~·>~·)iT.·i·s-,__. -·97···_·_······_····-.- _ _..-_ -........ '(i'O"O'ay;'" -
N(wth 2 H/Teacher 3

3 Laboratories
4 1.~it:n.¥aries

<>
6

............~.. ··-6"O·»·;.;..-;,;···_·····P._ _.._ .
At. l~H.I!iI~
30/';" of U1C
Bid ''''ric-e

At leas..-
3"X.. ot" tbfl.'l
Dld l·..-aee

3. The Kano State Education Sector Project (SESP), now invites sealed bids
from eligible and qualified bidders for the Supply of Motor Vehicles. Bidders
may bid for ilny one 01·more lots and discounts offered for any lot would be
accepted. -.--.-.-...---..-.- ..----- ...- ..------- ..-. _._--._- --··----·--·-·--1
Lot No Item Description of Quantity Bid Delivery

..- ~o~__.. .9_o.~~..___.__. .. -..-.- -.--..-~~~!.~~y--..-- ..~~r.l~-~---..--.-..- -l
Lot 1 1 4WD Double 2 , At least 60 Days

Cabin Pickup 3% of the t
BidPrice I

3. The Kano State .Education Sector Project (SESP), now invites sealed bids
from eligible and qualified bidders for the Supply of Schools Furniture 'for
Primary and JS ~
Bidders may bid for anyone or more lots and discounts offered for any lot
would be accepted.
·..i:;ot.N;'·_······'~i',~;n"'~--···i'ie:;erij-;,"on··.;i-·~·~·-Qi'·MI-.i:ic.y·~··'....Bfd~···-----···'O'ciivc.:;:;:;;·Period·----

N(J~ <·;,,.~d$ s~",,~u.rlt·y
(1;;·lIrnit'u•.·....Set.

"'Y:"Ka'ilo"'-' Hi .._ _.<0 _. ···~~as~-i·:o~;·I·u·s..····-····"'j""'l"S'-' _
Central 2 H/T..ncher 3

3- .l.,t"burat.o·....ies
4 Libnu'ies

2. The Federal Government of Nigeria has applied for a credit from the
International Development Association (IDA) toward the cost of Kano State
Education Sector Project (SESP), and it intends to apply part ofthe proceeds of
this credit to payments under the Contract for Procurement of Schools
Furni~re for Classrooms, Laboratortes and Libraries

2. The Federal Government of Nigeria has applied for a credit from tbe
International
Development Association (IDA) toward the cost of Kano State Education
Sector Project (SESP), and itintends to apply part.of'the proceeds ofthis credit
topayments under the
Contract for Procurement of Motor Vehicles

1. This Invitation for Bids follows the General Procurement Notice for this
Project that appeared in the dgMarket website issue of Thursday, May 31,
2007.

DATE OF ISSUANCE: April 8, 2009

I
I '

I
i
I·~I', .

Invitation for Bids (IFB)
Nigeria.

-Kano State Education Sector Project (SESP), Kano
CREDIT NO: 4295-Uni

Procurement of SchoolsFurniture for Classrooms, Laboratories
and Libraries '

IFB NO: KN/SESPINCB/09/2...
DATE OF ISSUANCE: April 8, 2~09
1. This Invitation for Bids follows the General Procurement Notice for this
Project that appeared in the dgMarket website issue of Thursday, May 31,
2007.

Invitation for Bids (IFB)
Nigeria.

Kana State Education Sector Project (SESP), Kano
CREDIT NO: 4295-Uni

Procurement of Motor Vehicles
,'. IFB NO: KN/SESPlNCB/09/4
~,~
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Management
SIGNED:

. Enquiries:08059100210

Wethankyou foryour understanding..

Pleasebe assuredthat this IINo Credit Policy" is for our mutual
benefit. It will enable us to sustain the very best value we give
when you placeadvertisement in anyof our titles.

Weexpectall advertisersto henceforth makepayments in cashor
draft before publication of their adverts.Anyexclusionin this case
will be at the discretion of ExecutiveManagement of Media Trust
Limited.

In view of the huge backlogof debts owed us by advertisers,we
hereby announce cessation of credit concessions on advert
placements.

We appreciate the burden of mutual trust that vee've borne
together on the journey of building our respective brands.And as
you know the Trust titles have provided a veritable platform for
optimizing market goals for some of the best brands and market
leadersoverthe years.

n response to the prevailing economic realities across the.
globe, it has become imperative that we review our policy of
acceptingadvert placementson credit.

8,2009Trust, Wednesd



SIGNED

Acknowledgement
Only short-listed applicants will be invited for interview,

CLOSING DATE
All applications and supporting documents should reach the Chairman of Council
within 4 (four) weeks from the date of this publication. ApplicatiOns should be dearly
marked "Reqistrar", "Bursar" or "College librarian" as appropriate.

All candidates are advised to request their three referees to forward reports on them
under confidential cover.

The Chairman of Governing Counol,
Alvan Ikoku Federal College of Education,
P.M,B.1033
Owerri
ImoState.

Interested candidates should forward (by post). twelve (12) copies of their
applications and curriculum vitae (attaching photocopies of relevant credentials) to:

METHOD OF APPLICATION

3.2 Qualmcations and Qualities: By direct appointment of a
candidate with a minimum of 12 years cognate experience,
publications in relevant journals and books equivalent to
that of a Chief LecturerjReader. In addition, he/she should
show evidence of considerable knowledge and thorough
understanding of application of new operation and service.
He/she should also possess evidence of competence,
industry, integrity, )10od human relations, effldent
management of human and material resources.

3.0 LIBRARIAN: SalaryCONTISS 14
3.1 Duties: The Librarian is a Principal Officer by statute and is

responsible to the Provost for the day-to-day
administration of the College library: He/she is the head of
Library and co-ordinates Library activities.

2.0 BURSAR:Salar:)'CONl1SS 14
2.1 Duties: The Bursar is a Principal Officer by statute and is

response to the Provost for the day-to-day financial
operation of the Colfege. He/she is the head of the-Bursary
and co-ordinates operation of financial system of the
College.

2.2 Qualifications and Qualities: A good honours degree or
HND in Accountancy or Finance from a recognized
institution of higher learning plus at least 15years cognate .
experience. In additl0'1, membership of a professional
body e.g. leAN, ANAN, ACCA, etc. is a pre-requisite.
He/she should also possess evidence of competence,
industry, integrity, good human relations, effective
leadership and efficient management of human and
material resources. Experience in higher educational
institution will be an added advantage.

1.2 Qualifications and Qualities: A good honours degree from a
recognized institution' of higher learning/ plus at least 15 years of
cognate experience or a Masters Degree plus at least 12 years
cognate experience or a doctorate degree plus at least 10 years /
cognate experience. Nine years of experience must be in senior
Management position in higher education administration, He/she
should also possess evidence of competence, industry, integrity, .
good human relations, effective leadership and efficient
management of human and material resources.

1. Duties: The Registrar is a Principal Officer· by statute and is
responsible to the Provost. He is the head of the Registry, Secretary
toGoverning Council and Secretary to Academic Board.

REGISTRAR:SalaryCONTISS 14

The Alvan Ikoku Federal College of Education, Owerri, hereby invites application from
suitably qualified candidates, for the vacant posts of Registrar, Bursar and Librarian.

STAFF VACANCIES -
INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT

SIGNED

Candidates should request their referees to send Confidential reports on them
to the Chairman, Governing Council, Alvan Ikoku Federal College of Education.

APLICATION FOR THE POST OF PROVOST,
ALVAN IKOKU FEDERAL COLLEGE OF EDUCATION,
'OWERRI.

Applications should be forwarded (by post) to the Chairman of the Governing
Council, Alvan Ikoku Federal College of Education, P.M.B. 1033, Owerri to reach
him within 4 (four) weeks from the date of this publication. All applications
should be clearly labelled:

Application should be submitted in twelve (12) copies with up-to-date
curriculum vitae which must include the following information.

(1) Full Names with Surname underlined
(2) Marital Status
(3) Number of Children, indicating the age of each
(4) Date and Place of Birth, Local Government Area
(5) State of Origin
(6) Geo-Political Zone
(7) Nationality
(8) Current Postal Address and Phone Number
(9) Permanent Home Address
(10) Educational Institution Attended with Dates
(11) Academic and Professional Qualifications and Distinctions with

Dates
(12) Membership of Professional Association/Bodies
(13) Work Experience in Chronological Sequence
(14) Present Employer - Status and Salary
(15) Extra - Curricular Activities
(16) Publications in Organized Relevant Journals/Books in Standard

Form •
(17) Names and Addresses of Three (3) Referees one of whom must be

the Present Employer.

METHOD OF APPLICATION

(iii) Candidate must show evidence of good track record in result
oriented researches reaching high national and international
status in their research achievement.

(ii) Candidates must have held Senior Teaching Research and top
administrative posts in an institution of higher learning for a
minimum of fifteen (15) years post qualification cognate
experience and must not be below the rank of Chief Lecturer in a
College or a Reader or Associate Professor in University or
equivalent institutions.

(i) Qualifications and Qualities: Candidates must possess at least a
Masters Degree from a recognized university. The possession of
professional teaching qualification (minimum - Nigeria Certificate
in Education (NCE) or post-graduate Diploma in Education (PGDE)
is mandatory. '

DUTIES: The Provost is the Chief Executive of the College. The successful
candidate would be expected to provide the required academic, administrative
and professional leadership for the College in executing the broad policies laid
down by the Governing Council, for the achievement of the objectives for which
the Institution was established. He/She shall foster good rapport with the
relevant organs of the Federal Ministry of Education (FME), National
Commission for Colleges of Education (NCCE) and other professional bodies,
that could lead to the ultimate attainment by the College of the status of centre
of excellence, for which the College has been commended.

The College Governing Council is in the process of appointing a new Provost.
Applications are therefore invited from suitably qualified candidates for the
post, Candidates for the post must demonstrate evidence of strong academic
and administrative leadership, initiative-and creativity in policy formulation,
good human relations and positive a managerial attributes.

" .' - .... - STAFF'\'ACANCY ;; , .
- INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT ,

VACANCY FOR THE PQST OF PROVOST

I
I

I

I

FEDERAL COLLEGE OF EDUCATION OWERRIFEDERAL COLLEGE OF EDUCATION OWERRI

"

uIuI
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. B~Fax: -09 ..4130763.
Only short listed applicants will be contacted to pick up bills of
quantities to proceed to the next stage.

~
Interested applicants may obtain information at the address
stated above from 8.00 am to 5.00 pm Monday through Friday,

Attention: Head Management Services

The Director-General
Bureau of Public Enterprises
11Os un Crescent offIBB way,
Maitama,Abuja

The Expressions of Interest should be addressed and delivered not
later than Monday, April 19, 2009 by 5.00 pm in room 008 at the
address shown below:

Expressions of Interests must be submitted (six copies) in sealed
envelope clearly marked "Expression of Interest for tileprovision
of FacilityManagement Services".

The initial contract will be for a period of 12 month, subject to
renewal on satisfactory performance.

• Curriculum Vitae providing full details of qualification and
ex.perience that are relevant to the services to be provided.

• Evidence of ownership offacility management outfit.
.' Number 0ffaci Iities the firm has managed or is managing.

Expressions of Interests (EOIs) from interested applicants should
specify the following as basis for selection.

SUBMISSIQN OF EXPRESSIONS OF INTERESTS (EOIs)

Applicants must possess a proven track record of successful
management of facilities with not less than five (5) years experience
in ownersh ipofF acility Management outfit

The service shall be in accordance with the scope of work at a sum
provided in the condition of engagement. Provision of services
should guarantee smooth and efficient operation of normal activities
ofB PE without any hindrance or undue interruption.

• Structure. Fabric and Internal Work
• Electrical Installations
• Generator andAccessories
• Pipe Water Supply System

.:.. Telecommunication System
• Air-Conditioning
• Satellite Television System

The Facility Managers will be expected to provide repairs and
maintenance services in respect of the facility to be managed. Such
preventive/c~rrective maintenance services on:

The Bureau of Public Enterprises (BPE) the .Secretariat of the
National Council on Privatisation (NCP) invites Expressions of
Interest from reputable Facility Management Service Companies to
manage the Bureau's Zayyad House Office Complex located in
Abuja,

INVITATION FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR
PROVISION OF FACILITY MANAGEMENT SERVICES

Or

Bye-mail: -
Info@nercng.org

Or

TheChairmanl CEO,
Nigerian Electricity Regulatory Commission ~
(NERC), Adamawa Hoose, Plot 1099 First
Avenue, .
off Shehu Shagari Way,
Abuja,
CBO,
P.O.Box 136, G~P.O.,
GarkiAbuja.

NOTICE is hereby given that persons who
have objections to the grant of the Licence
should send their written comments clearly
articulating the basis for any objection within
Twenty one (21.) days of this publication to: -

WEDOTEBARV NIGERIA· LIMITED, whose
registered office is situated at No.5, Sabon
Gida Kanar Road, Bukuru, Plateau State,
hereby gives Notice that it has made an
application to the NIGERIAN ELECTR.ICITY
REGULATORY COMMISSION (NERe),
whose Principal Office is situated at Adamawa
House, Plot 1099 First Avenue, off Shehu
Shagari Way,Abuja, pursuant to Section 64 of
the Electricity. Power .Reform Act 2005,
authorizing it 10 operate a 5MW Solar
generated Independent Power Plant at No.
3,Kuru TradeCenter,Kuru, PlateauState.

NOTICEOf APPliCATION fOR A SOlAR ElECTRICITY GENERATION

LICENCE, PURSUANT TO SECTION 64 OF THE ELECTRIC
POWER SECTOR REFORMAC1~.O~5:.

Federal Government of Nigeria
The Presidency

, National Council on Privatisation
Secretariat: Bureau of Public Enterprises (BPE)

, , • I • I. • I : I I I

PUBLIC NOTICE
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CRN EXCHANGE RATES

"

make informed decisions on the directorateemphasized the
their trades. need for the trainees to be

He added that the disciplined and dedicated
directorate in collaboration during the training period.
with theNigerianAgricultural Also speaking, a member
andRuralDevelopmentBank of. the state Shari'a
(NARDB) will offer micro commission,MaJamUmarSani
credit loans to enable the Fagge' commended the
trainees start up the trades in directorate for its efforts in.
which they were trained in at addressing unemployment in'
the end of the programme. the state.

On his part, the director Sani called on the trainees
general of the directorate . to make good use of the
AlhajiAbubakarMohammed opportunity while he
urged the participants to emphasizedthatlslamresents
ensure completion of the idleness and street begging.

framework of the National
Open Apprenticeship
Scheme (NOAS) in Kano
where the trainees where
given the necessary skills
that are functional and
productive to the requirement
of the current market
demands," he said.

He said the programme is
aimed at sensitising the
trainees on the importance of
skills acquisition, introduce
to them some life skills
concepts as well as to avail
them with guidelines

acquisition programme
yesterday in Kano, saying
the rate of unemployment in
the state justifies quick
response by the government.

According to him: "I am
sure the enormity of the
unemployed persons
registered in the state
standing at 369.139 which is
the highest in Nigeria will
vindicate government's
desire to help youths in the
state" .

Umar added that the
directorate has so far trained

From right, after the KLM air hostess, is Mr Etienne Rachou, Vice President,Africa &Middle EastAirFrance KLM;
Mr Van Der Weil, Dutch Ambassador to Nigeria; Mr Idris Kuta, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Aviation; Capt.
Shehu Iyal, Special Adviser to President on Aviation; and Mr Suin, First Consular, French Embassy, Nigeria at the re­
opening oftheAirfrance KLM office at the Sheraton Hotel and Towers Abuja recently.

27,000 youths under the
National Open
Apprenticeship Scheme
(NOAS).

"NDE has so far trained
27,000 youths within the

course so as to be entit ed to
the starter-kith to be given by
the directorate in collaboration
withNARDB.

Mohammed who spoke
through Alhaji Suleiman
Ajanah of the vocational skills
development department of

From Ruqayyah Yusuf
Aliyu, Kano

governing proper
participation in skills
acquisition. Malam Umar
added that the programme is
aimed at exposing the trainees
on the benefits of self­
employment and equipping
the trainees with adequate
information to enable them

Kano State has the
highest rate of
unemployment in

Nigeria, the state coordinator
of National Directorate of
Employment (NDE) Malam
Yakubu Umar Mani has said.

Umar said this while
delivering his address at a
one-day orientation
programme for incoming
participants at an NDE skills

.Kano tops unemployment
index in Nigeria

Stock
Market
Report

Pa~e25'Daily Trust, Wednesday,April~, 2009
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3.84 per cent
($237,182,801.62); Citibank

3.46 per cent
($213,720,514.16);
Intercontinental Bank -
3.38 per cent
($208,673,637.59); First
City Monument Bank - 325
per cent ($200,838,671.99),
while Fidelity Bank had
2.95 per cent, depicting a
totalofSI81,807,855.37.
Flour Mills

($263,352,976.15), MTN
Nigeria Communications
Ltd ($233,914,120.99),
Stanbic Nominees
($199.195, 271.73),
Folawiyo Energy Limited
($145.618,725.96) and Zain
Nigeria. Limited
($125,101,751.80) were the
top five forex users by
volume during the period
respecti vely.
They were trailed by

Fineshade Energy Limited
($124, 503,256.84), MRS
Oil and Gas Ltd
($120,909,309.50), Zenon
Petroleum and Gas Limited
($113,976,439.63), Western
Metal Products
($88,294,139.59 and Africa
Finance Corporation
($86,000,000.00), - emerged
sixth, seventh, eighth,
ninth and tenth
respectively by volume
during the period.
However, the Nigerian

currency, the naira,
stabilised in price relative
to the dollar across the
official, bureaux de change
and open markets from last
week Monday, last week,
till yesterday.
That was the first time

the naira was stabilising at
the open market since this
year, following its steady
depreciation and
oscillation from November
26,2008.

using faulty generators,
poor house keeping as well I
as operating without I
licence. I
Mrs. Abigail I

Akinkugbe,the agency's
Head of Retail and
Marketing, who led the team
ofDPR round some service I
stations, said the
development ran foul of l1
standard practice in the
nation's oil and gas industry.
_.__.. .._ ...._.._...._. ..._ ...__ .-L.._.----_ .._._-_ ..--_ ...._._--__ ..._-----. --------

litres respectively on every
10 litres of the product
purchased by their
customers.
Customers who bought

PMS in Energy Magic Pic
filling station located in
Shomolu loses 0.6l5litres on
every 10 litres ofPMS they
bought.
Besides, the regulatory

agency also accused Conoil
filling station in Mushin of

From Mohammed I
Sbosanya, Lagos ___jno filling stations of !

onoil PIc in Lagos
ere yesterday sealed

by the officials of the of Total Pic filling station in
Department of Petroleum Ilupeju was shut due to
Resources (DPR) for operational fault.
cheating innocent The two filling stations of
customers. Conoil located in Onipanu
Also sealed was Energy and Mushin were accused

Magic PIc filling station, an . by the regulatory agency of
independent petroleum underdispensing Premium
marketing company. Motor Spirit[PMS] or petrol
Also one dispensing pump to the tune of 0.87 and 1.628

DPR shuts Conoil stations for fraud

Bank's' '4.03 per cent
depicted $248,869,292.82.
Other top players

include Ecobank - 3.90 per
cent ($240,781,846.14);
Union Bank of Nigeria -

volume; an increment from
10.55 per cent in market
between January 19 and
February 13.' In terms of
incremental volumes,
Access Bank is also number
two with $208.326 million in
the past two weeks.
GTBank emerged fourth,

cornering 9.49 per cent of
the market with a gross of
$585,785,00520. First Bank
trailed with 4.99 per cent of
the market amounting to
$308,043,095,36; Stanbic
IBTC Bank - 4.39 per cent,
translating into
$271,037,723.92; United
Bank for Africa - 4.37 per
cent ($269,607,755.05),
while Standard Chartered

to conclude action on it.
We will take our time do
carry out thorough
investigation because any
action we take is subject
to judicial review", he said

i From Kayode Ekundayo,i
1 1! Lagos !

claimedAP had petitioned NSE
and SEC over alleged
manipulation of its shares
by Nova Finance
Securities and Alhaji Aliko
Dangote. The firm in its
petition to the Securities
and Exchange
Commission and NSE

~. __ ~_.~ ~ __J

thatSecurities and
Exchange
Commission (SEC)

said in Lagos yesterday
that the vice president of
Nigerian stock Exchange
(NSE) and Chairman of
Dangote group of
companies Alhaji Aliko
Dangote is still being
investigated over his
alleged role in the
manipulation of African
Petroleum PIc shares.
According to the

Special Assistant to the
director general of the
commission, Bala Usman,
the commission as a
regttla.tory authority is still
inv~stigating the alleged
role played by Dangote in
the whole matter
"We are sti II

investigating. We are yet

dominance of the market,
controlling a market share
of 17.99 per cent. This,
however, indicated a slight
reduction when compared
withl9.22 per cent market
share in January 19 to
February 13,2009.
Diamond Bank retained

its second position,
controlling 12.70 per cent of
the total volume sold; a
decline from 14.73 per cent
market share between
January 19 and February 13.
Access Bank, however,

consolidated its current
position (third) by
controlling close to 19.71
per cent of the total sales

banks accounting for more
than 60 per cent of the total
sales.

Zenith Bank retained its

i From KayodeEkundayo,I
t' Lagos

Stock mar-ket
recovers N13bn

[..__ _~ .!~.~_~!~~~~~_~~~,.~?~.._._ _ .__.J

TRUST

FOREX: CBN sold $6.173bn in 3 months
Group Managing Director ofOceanic Bank Dr. Cecilia Ibru

----------------------------------------------------

Stocks value surged higher byN12.664 billion on the floor
of the Nigerian stock exchange on Tuesday as Securities
andExchangeCommission (SEC) saidthemarket isbeing

strengthen to cope with future challenges.
The market had opened with market capitalisation ofN4.515

trillion but by the time the market closed, it hasgained N 12.664
billion,about 0.3per cent atN4.528 trillion.
Besides,All share-indexalsorose to20,018.55point levelwith

a gain of 55.98 points or 0.3 per cent This was against the
previous day dealings of 19,962.57points, about 0.04 per cent The Central Bank of
. and increase of8.42 points. But SEC this isjust the beginning. Nigeria (CBN) has
According to the special assistant to SEC director general, Bala- sold $6.173 billion in
Usman, the surge in the share value in the nation's stock market the last three months with
is a response to happenings around the world. ''The market is three banks, Zenith,
beginning to response toconfidence toG20 repose in themarket Diamond and Access Bank.
worldwideandthis has startedhavingpositiveeffectonNigerian leading others in the
market. He said the reguiatoty agencies and other stakeholders moderated Retail Dutch
are working hard to ensure. SEC, he said currently put in place Auction System (RDAS),
various structures that can enhance transparency and controlling 41.4 per cent of
operational activities of thecommission. the total transactions in
Meanwhile, a total of246.067 million shares worth Nl.297 the market for the period.

billion in 6,708 deals were transacted on the floor of the market According to the RDAS
on Tuesday. Banking sub sector led other sub sector with a summary of forex sales to
totaloflI5.385millionsbaresworthN808.901 millionexchanged end users a total of
in3,469deals. $6,173, I02,464.68 was sold
Activities in shares of Guaranty Trust Bank drive the sub to the 26 financ ial

sectorwith25.847millionsharesworthN260.279million in429 institutions, including the
deals.lnsurancesubsectorfollowedwithatotalof38.324miUion Bank of Industry and
sharesworthN4S.784millionexchanged in 548deals. NEXIM.
ATICOInsurancesharesdrivethesub sectorwith 8.467million Out of this amount, the

sharesworth N8.125 million in 170deals.Onthegainers'listAP three banks collectively
ledotherswithN3.79 to c1oseatN79.62 per share,BCCNl.05 to accoun ted for
close atN22.68 per share, NBC NO.90 to close atN22.50 per $2,555,8343,57.74. The
share. On the losers' table,Oando ledotherswith a lossofN2.50 foreign exchange market
to closeatN68.00 per share,NestleN2,49 toclose atN135.51 per was dominated by only a
share, JBergerN 1.20to close atN22.80 per share few players with the top six..- - _-..- -- --_..---.-.--- __.-.--.- ..-..-..- -- -- - -- - -- -..- - -.- -.-..- ..- -.-.--_ -.-.·--.------I
Dangote still under investigation - SEC I

the N500,000. I
orchestrated crossing of N~E also imposed a fine I
AP shares have been on 'Of N300,000 on AP for 'I

for the last eight weeks. contravening the post
However, three days listing requirements.

after the said publication, Bala said SEC is still I
NSE suspended Nova investigating and urged
Finance & Securities investors in the market to I
Limited with a fine of be patient

Kano to get Africa's biggest trade centre
ublic Private L-_~AbubakarBu_.!!_~ __: referred to as a novel Northern .part of the When fully completed, backed up by large and
Partnership is being economic agenda designed country and the nation as a Kano State Governor, sufficient ware houses to
taken to new height bank said the project is to lift the economy 'of the whole," it said. Ibrahim Shekarau said the accommodate goods and
Northern part of the reputed to be the largest in Kano Economic city and other materials.
with a planned joint Africa on completion. particularly the trade center Designed to be executed

lI'.ntuvlntamulti-billion . "The project called would form the hub of in phases with each phase
centre 'by the Kanawa Trade Center economic activities in the equipped with the basic

Bank International (KTC)ispartofalargerplan entire West African sub amenities which can also
and the Kano state to build an ultra modern region. function independently, the

Kano Economic city, Which Resolutions at the final with implementation plan
A statement from the the state government meeting on the projects by projected to be undertaken'

the parties indicated that by different contractors so
the trade centre of world as to give the desire
standard would have 15,000 aesthetics. '
lock up shops built on two "The market should have
levels to maximize common an imposing monument
facilities as well as a five entrance that would be a
star hotels for use of tourist attraction. The
international businessmen circu1ation ways within the
on visits. market will be enclosed with
As in notable trade well detailed roof system

centers world over, it was that gives expression to the
further indicated that the culture of Kano," the
lock up shops would be statement said.

2009
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KLM's networks. Then, as of
1July, they will all be able to
use their Miles as award tick­
ets on all three airlines (AIR
FRANCE, J(LM,' GOLI

VARlG).
To.mark this agreement,

Flying Blue cardholders will
double their Miles on all
GOLNARIG flights between
1May and31 July2009. Simi- I
larly,Smiles members will be I
able to double their Miles
when travelling on AIR
FRANCE and KLM flights
over the same period. !

The agreement also ,j
makes provision for the' ;
implementation of code shar­
ing.

lion "Smiles" frequent flyer
programmes to have access
to new Frequent Flyers. ben­
efits and d'estinations.

Itsaid beginning May 1,
Flying Blue members can
earn Miles on all GOL and
VARIGflights. Reciprocally,
Smiles cardholders can earn
Miles onAIR FRANCE and

He said: "Yes, there is a
crisis, we think for us be­
cause of the very sound and
loyal basis for customers we
have here to improve the ser­
vices. You are right, it is go­
ingto be tough, but we are
very confident."

In another development
Air France, KLM and GOL
are now commercial partners

A statement from
Airfrance KLM noted that
Jean-Cyril Spinetta, Chair­
man ofA'iRFRANCE KLM

A ir France KLM has "We are moving the-
increased capacity B777 to Lagos, both from
on the Paris-Lagos, Amsterdam and Paris in­

Amsterdam-Lagos route to crease the capacity to Lagos
one thousand seats this and we are going from a daily
summer. flight from Port Harcourt to

. • The vice president, M- Paris Charles de Gaulle. So
rica and the Middle East for we are moving from 24 to 27
Air France KLM,Mr.Etienne departures per week out of
Rachou disclosed this re- Nigeria. So increasing the
cently, services we are offering to

He said: "We have in- Nigeria is a proof of commit­
creased our capacity, the -ment, of dedication to this
number of seats we are sell- very important country, a
ing, offering to the Nigerian very important market forAir

:~:~::;:~:!{~1':::~;~~~::I~:~~~E~~1~~~~~~:'[-VTrginNlgefia-offerspassengers'
do that by increasing. the tory in Nigeria, dating back which comprises the GOL
number of flights and by in- in Kano for over 64 years, andVARIGbrands, lastweek Easter tour package
creasing the capacity of the adding that Nigeria was a signed a commercial coop- . . .
aircraft, putting a large air- very important market to the eration agreement in Sao Virgin Nigeria has an Based on the package themselves to a well-de-
craft on the Nigerian route." group. Paulo. I nounced tour pack ticket, rates start from $655 served break over the Easter

The group would be On the global economic This agreement will en- age for customers with one return ticket, three holidays by taking a trip to a
adding 1000 seats more on recession, he said that' the able the 15 million custom- I wishing to travel to Accra, night's accommodation in a serene environment as well
the Nigerian market, as well current global economic re- ers who are members ofAIR I Ghana to enjoy a fun and choice hotel inclusive of as exploring other choice of­
as the four First Class seats cession is a threat to airlines' FRANCE and KLM's "Fly- I fulfilling vacation during;the breakfast as well as a daily ferings on the rest of our re­
this summer," he said. growth. ing Blue" and GOL's 6 mil- Easter. tour of Accra's sights and gional route network", Dapo

t!~~~J:.:!~~e~t~~~~ --"--T=C-u~r-ki=----::-·-s--::h::---A--;---::-i-r~r~e-=l=-e~a~s-e""__s~s~u~m~-m~L..e~r~-t--::i-m~-e~t-a~b~l-e~~::J~~~~!~;~;~~fl:::?e~~r~l~~k~~ea~~~~

"The investment we Turkish Air has re make our flights daily.We are '''Anotherplanistointro- of bliss in Ghana this Eas- tage of these flexible fares
have been doing in Abuja is leased its summer programming this. Very soon duce the people of Turkey ter", VirginNigeria is also of- offering on the Accra route'

I art f the i tm t timetable with some we will increase to five times to Nigeria, to make a bridge fering passengers flexible have the added advantage of
on y poe mves en far~s to Accra starting at making reservations and
we are doing to develop our adjustment that moved its a week from four times. My between Nigeria and Turkey. $126 exclusive of taxes. paying at short notice for
presence inNigeria. It is very Sunday flight back to Satur- first project is to focus on the and to the rest of Europe. While announcing the preferred travel dates.
important year for us be- day and its departure time in segmentation of the busi- When you read the internet tour offers, Deputy Manag- Although the Easter tour
cause we are probably go- Lagos from 22.00hours to ness class. There are somany you read bad things about ing Director of Virgin Nige- package is only valid be­
ing to invest a lot especially 22.IOhours. business class passengers Nigeria. But since I came my' ria, Captain Dapo Olumide tween Friday, April 10 and
with our summer schedule The managing director, inNigeria idea has totally changed. My said that through the promo- Monday, April 1'32009, the
which is starting on the 29th Mr Orhan Guven said the "We are determined to impression is that there are tionaloffer, VirginNigeria is flexible fare offeringof$126
ofMarch. Weare actually in- change is to accommodate give our passengers the best so many business people ensuring that customers get will help to stimulate the mar­
creasing again the product the time and climatic cbange . connecting time which will here. They are trying to in- value for money. ket and encourage appre­
and the services we are of- in Europe and Africa. still enable them to get to vest. The Nigerian people "This tour package offer- ciable savings on trips to
fering to our Nigerian cus- Mr Guven reassured that their destinations at their are helpful and easy going," ing is our incentive at en- Accra by passengers, he
tomers," he said. "next year we are trying to desired time,' he stated. he stated. couraging people to treat said.

Emirates SkyCargo acquires
New-Generation Freighter

Emirates SkyCargo's i Stories from ChrisAgabi, 1 the New-generation one of the carrier's most ro- Senior Vice President Cargo, next 20 years, and said that
. first Boeing 777 i Lagos 'freighteratBoeing'sEverett bust routes, where it w~ saidtheBoeing777F,withits Emirates needed to be pre-

Freighter has arrived L._ --_ .. _._ .. _-_. ._-j, Washington facility on the loaded with cargo bound for range and environmental ad- pared for when these pre-
in Dubai after completing its from Hong Kong. weekend. From there it went Dubai and beyond. vantages over other freight- dieted growth levels re-
inaugural commercial flight Emirates took delivery of direcrfr to Hong Kong, still Ram Menen, Divisional ers in the market will play an turned.

''ll:; j "¥; integral role in Emirates' "In the last 15years a tre-
,. freighter fleet, adding it will mendous amount of work

now boast of the longest has gone into developing
range capability of all twin the science of supply chain
engine jets, able to fly non- management. Inventory and
'stop between Dubai and logistics management are
major cargo 'centres such as two of the most critical ele­
Frankfurt and Hong Kong ments of the supply chain
with a full 103-tonne pay- and with globalisation of
load. manufacturing and of the

Menen said, "This marketplace, reliability of
freighter is part of our long- transport plays a very impor-,
term investment for Emirates tant role. Just-in-time and
SkyCargo." vendor managed inventory

He acknowledged that is what creates a very. cost,
while the air cargo industry efficient supply chain with
was currently experiencing time becoming a crucial fac­
its toughest period since the tor.
beginning of the jet age, "Emirates has opted for
world air cargo traffic was these brand new, super-effi-

on a still fore.cast to triple over the cient aircraft to ensure we are
a plaque each by Dr. Segun Harold Demuren, DG of NCAA, to commemorate the event.~~~-=~~----=---~~~~~~~------~----~--------~~----~----~~~~---------------------------, best placed to serve the

Air France KLM increases capacity by 1000 seats on routes I~~~~~£;:~~'i:~~~~
i supply chain - transporting _
cargo directly from produc­
tion to consumption."

Emirates SkyCargo will
take delivery of another
Boeing 777F later this year,
with a further two on order.

Renowned for its fuel ef­
ficiency - the Boeing 777F
uses less fuel per tonne of
cargo than other freighters
available, significantly reduc­
ing the fuel bill - it is also
the quietest freighter flying
today (QC2 compliant).

TIO



OPERATED BEER
PARLOURS,NIGHT CLUBS,
'EATERYAND ENJOYMENT
GARDENSON32CRESCENT
ANDADJOININGRQADS IN
DESIGNATED
NElGHBOURHOODCORNER
SHOPS, dated 25th July, 2008
and copied. to. the
Commissioner of Police, FCT
.Command and The Managing
Director/Chief Executive,
Federal Housing Authority,
Asokoro Abuja, stated in part:
"Generally speaking, the entire
Comer shop in 32 Crescent has
now been turned by operators
to black spots. The activities
of the Comer shop owners are
no longer for the purpose for
which it was built/established,
hence giving the residence a
serious problem and night
mare."

The letter was signed byMr.
LA Sanusi, the association's
Protem Chairman.

On the assumption of office
of Senator Muhammadu
Adamu Aliero as the present
FCT Minister, the association
wrote a letter to him titled:
COMPLAINTOFILLEGALLY
OPERAJEDBEERPARLOURS

BTWEEN 32 AND 34
CRESCENTS, FEDERAL
HOUSING ESTATE,
GWARIMPA. The letter was
dated 20th January, 2009 and
signed by Mr. L A Sanusi,'
Alhaji Jubril A Abdullahi,
Ambassador Olufemi George
and Ambassador Jones Ajayi,
all officials of the association.
, In the letter, the association
complained: "Unfortunately
and regrettably, some people
-have turned these 'Shops into
. Beer Parlours and even Night-
Clubs, operating from night till
dawn. The result is not only
that our sleep and peace is (are)
disturbed. but also that all sorts
'of characters are attracted to
our neighbourhood. In fact,
this place is being used as
launching pad for the nefarious
activities of men of the
underworld to plan their
operations.

"Furthermore, many of
these shops have been
converted to full residential
quarters, either for those
operating these beer parlours
or even out-rightly rented out
to prospective tenants as
permanent living

AND NIGHT CLUBS ON 32
CRESCENT AND _ ITS
ADJOINING ROADSAND IN
lHEDESIGNATEDCORNER
SHOPS AS WELL AS rns
OPERATION OF
'ENJOYMENT GARDENS'

Adjoining Roads Residents
Association wrote to the
immediate past FCT Minister,
Dr. Aliyu Modibbo Umar
through his Special Adviser
(Security) and titled: RE:
COMPLAINTONILLEGALLY

criminals,hitherto lurking in the
demolished slums, relocated to
the estate, they have known no
peace.

They allege that it is an ,
every-Sunday occurrence that
at least a car is stolen in the
. estate, a situation they
attribute to what they describe
as the daily springing up of
strange and.unusualstructures
habouring strange people
converging in the estate from
the demolished slums, people
whose sources of livelihood
cannot be ascertained ..

Residents of the 32
Crescent described themselves
as worst hit by this
development, complaining that
their neighbourhood centre
ideally built as a locationwhere
they can source their immediate
needs has been turned by a
group of people they describe
as bad elements into full-rented
accommodation where all
manners of people hire to carry
out their 'nefarious' activities
like drugs sales and
consumption, night clubs and
brothels.

One of the letters of
complaint the 32 Crescent And

. African sub-region, or so it is other individuals and
said. organisations for purposes

Its population, which other than worship.
includes, it issaid.top-ranking One of the wards of the
serving military. and police . estate where the residerits
officers, theNational Chairman .complain that such features are
of the ruling. Peoples more noticeable is 32 Crescent
Democratic Party (PDP), the in Gwarimpa II. 'Yhere the
immediate past Speaker of the Comer shops in the designated
House of Representatives, neighbourhood centre has
members of the National many additional ~illegal'
Assembly and top officials of structures allegedly operating'
the Presidency, among as all-night-long beer parlours.
numerous others, seems and brothels and,
growing in leaps and bounds subsequently; very secure
by the day. The population is, hideouts for alleged miscreants
normally, multi-cultural and and robbers who, allegedly,
multi-religious. deprive the residents. of their

However, insecurity, peaceful rest by waylaying
orchestrated by criminal them and snatching their
activities and depravities, properties, and even breaking
threatening peaceful and lawful into their houses.
residence, the residents have Some of the residents there
.begun to allege, is growing as even allege that they have
fast as the population and the started receiving SMS
socio-economic activities are, messages from the 'robbers,'
or, perhaps, even faster, warning them to prepare for
according to the claim of their visit any day by keeping
residents in some of the more an amount of money large
densely populated sections of enough to save them and their
the estate. families from their wrath in the

Further, ~ section of the event that no such amount of
population a'Ilege that the money is kept for them.
Federal Housing Authority, The residents complain that

since the demolitions of slums
by the administration of the
immediate past FCT Minister,
Malam Nasir el-Rufai,
consequent upon which many

which owns and manages the
estate, 'incautiously' sells
plots of land allocated in the
original master plan of the FCT
for places of their worship to

Several features seem to be
emergingin theGwarimpa
Housing Estate in the

Federal CapitalTerritory,which.
strikingly contrasts with its
status as the largest mass
housing location in the West

Page 28

--- ---~~ --"'-;-- _-- ~----.-- - -- ------

.-•



Oneofthebeerparloursoperatingat31Crescentcomershop 'megal' structuresat thecomershops
said:\'This is so because before fortnight ago on a Sunday a ownership of the land have still whether criminals sent such master plan for a place of development control officials
now, we have the census of the neighbour's car was stolen. He not been handed over to us. nasty message to Yahaya or worship, as they have said, but will intensify activities to
entire residents and who lives returned from the Church, went That is why all we had to do Biodun or James, or to any for more than ten years as the ensure that all those
where. Now, because of the inside his house and asked was to fence it. In fact, we put other resident. If they had estate grows nobody came neighbourhood centers are
situation in the corner shop someone to go and bring out • there the notice that 'This land reported it immediately to the forward' with a development used for ~e clear purpose for
there are many strangers who something from the booth. is not for sale. Trespassers will police we would definitely 'do plan for that place. Nobody which they were allocated." the
carry out immoral and criminal That person never saw the car." be prosecuted.' A tetter was, something about it. If-they came to say this is what we FHA image maker argued,
activities in the shops now According to him, the written to the minister. Up till have not reported it, they want to do with that place. . stating, "we want to maintain
tumedtofullaccommodation, cornershopsinitiaUybelonged now, nothing has been done. should stop complairiing. If "Ifyou go toGwarimpanow theoriginalplan.Anywherewe
beer parlours and brothels. This to the FHA officials, who later We have about four or five. they have reported it, they you win see the pressure for see illegal structures, whether
message I am telling you about, sold them or transferred their such designated places in should allow the police to do land there. Therefore, the plot In the' corner shops or
I received my own on Friday ownership to other people, Gwarimpa here. FHA sold all. their work. They should wait of land in question was re- anywhere, the FHA
(April 3), and all the others too which could have been the This is the only one officially and see if anybody will harass allocated for another purpose. development , control
confirmed that they also reason for the FHA's inability remaining for the Muslim them." The master plan is not department will pull them
receivedtheirsonthesameday to stop the construction of Uinmah. Why is it that the FHA Mr.Jimohadmitted:"Inthis something that is static. Itis .down."
because immediately they additional illegal structures doesn't want to give us our kind of society where the open to review every time. In Mr; Tunde debunked the
received it they called me. We around them. land?The aboutN80 millionwe houses are detached, the Gwarimpa there are many resident's complaint about
compared notes and "Yousee,ourproblemwith learntthelandwassoldforwas residents should help the Mosques. On First Avenue . insecurity, saying, "I live in
discovered that it was exactly the FHA doesn't even stop . not handed over to us. So, who . police by employing their own alone you can count more than Gwarimpa Estate, and I can tell
what was sent to me that was there. We the Muslims are authorized the sale, and on private guards to ensure their three Mosques. So it is not as you that I have never lost sleep
sent to them. We have battling with something now," behalf of who?" security. Such guards if somebody doesn't want because of insecurity threat
contacted the police and they the retired military officer said. He said the association complement the work of the Mosque there. Infact, there are there since I went there. I think
are working on it with patrols explaiaing, ''the land adjacent appeals to the FCT minister to police. The problem of most residential buildings converted people should be more tolerant
and so on." '2 Crescent shopping centre wade into the matter and stop residents is that they will not to Mosques, against of others. We have agreed to

He said, however, "This originally designated as a place the FHA from finally taking employ their own private Development Control live together in that estate.
measure, like I told the DPO, is of worship for Muslims is over the land from the 00. guards and they 'will start Regulations. In this particular There are things you do which
just like treating the symptom already sold by the same FHA "N o! It is not true that complaining about insecurity. instance, the plot of land was I don't like and there are things
not the real cause of the which initially allocated it for Gwarimpa is insecure," the The police cannot be laying fallow for so long, ten I do which you don't like, We
problem. Patrols are being place of worship to the Public Relations Officer of the everywhere every time." years as I have said. and the . meet at a common ground.
carried out, but the criminals Jamaatu Nasril Islam (00). We FCT Police Command, Mr. He stressed: "Any Authority reserves the rightto Compromise is the word."
remain with us. They are have the master plan that Jimoh Moshood (DSP), hit complaint about insecurity in re-allocate -any land in - Who is right on the state of
watching every movement and shows this. Even the FHA back furiously at the residents any part of Gwarimpa is not Gwarimpa Estate. It is within security in Gwarimpa Federal
they know when to retreat and officials are not contesting it. in a mobile cell interview, genuine at all. The estate is our purview," he argued. Housing Estate? The residents

_~~~ ..t~.~~~~:..~!...~~~is that .._.!:-~~~~~they~~~~~~ say 'who ..~~~.~!..~.~__.._.~~~~..~ti~~l~~~. . ~~~=.r:a:~~~very secure. ~~~~..~~.. ...'~~_~..~l!!.., ~~..~.._...~~!~~~!..._~~~=..~~~~~i=~2_ .._....__ ....._.

"Gwarimpa is generally very
secure. There is no serious
concern about insecurity in any
section of the estate at all.
Gwarimpa is very calm. But is
not an island on its own. It is a
society like every other, and in
every society you cannot rule
out such minor crimes and
insecurity threats. Itis normal."

He continued: "About this
SMS you said residents of
some of the wards received
from criminals,warning them to
keep some amount of money
for them, we have not received
any report about that. We are
not magicians to know

did what, and then sold it
somebody' and so on, in fact,

. that is not even the problem.
The problem now is that the
information now shows that
they are now going to use that
place for a hotel."

lie recalled: "Right before
2003, we Muslim Ummah of
Gwarilhpa have been fighting
the battle: We have written
three letters since 2003, asking
the FHA to give this land
originally allocated to us to
start developing it. We
indicated in the letters that we
learnt this land has been sold.
The relevant papers of the

we don't know when they will
come, as they warned us in the
message. They are seeing
everything we do now even
with the police patrols. If they
observe that the patrols
concentrate in the night, they
will come in the day time."

The Presidency official
recounted an instance: "It
happened in an afternoon last
year. It happened to my
neighbor here. His wife's car
was snatched by 1 pm. They
car was brought outside where
they were waiting. The
criminals snatched the car with
the younger brother inside. A

weekends, we patrol the estate
day and night. We are doing
our duty well in Gwarimpa."

Mr. Tunde Ipinmisho, the
Public Relations Officer of the
Federal Housing Authority
responded to the two
complaints of the residents.

"Gwarimpa Estate, like
every other estate built by the
FHA, is a living organism, A
living organism does not
remain static. It changes
constantly," he posited,
admitting, "We have received
complaints by the group you
referred to. The plot of land
w¥ originally allocated in the

prepared for them. They are
coming, and at any time they
come, we should keep
something very reasonable to
defend our families. That is the
extent to which they have
gone."

He presented the SMS
allegedly sent to him and the
six other as:

"We're bk 2 Gwarimpa and
& 32 Crescent. We'll visit you
one of the days. Pis prepare for
us by keeping something gd
and reasonable dat can safe
you and yr fmly. Noth'g can
stop us."

The Presidency official

structures you said, I don't
know of such structures.I know
about comer shops. The issue
of comer shops is a general
problem in Gwarimpa.
Constantly, our development
contrdl officers are going
round these comer shops to
ensure that, one, people don't
.covert them to residential
houses and two, to ensure that
they are used for the purposes
for which they are meant. That
is in the books," Mr. Tunde
said. .

"But the reality is that many
of the people who own those
comer shops are not the ones
using them. They have sublet
them to other people. The 'j -

matter came up about two years
ago. The plan of the Authority
now is to look-eventually for a
location; the kind soldiers call
Mammy Market, which will be
out of anybody's way.
Subsequently, our
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ans describing govern- butionProjects grasping opportunities.The thisyear as thePresidenthas
mentpolicyintentionscanbe Under the transportation 2009budgethasadequateand alreadyassentedto the 2009
confusing.Butwhile theNi- sector,allocationshavebeen measurableprovisionsto ad- BudgetAct. In likemanner,
geriaVIsion2020remainswhat madetoachievethefollowing dressthe issueofwealthere- there is now no constriction
its name connotes:a vision, sub-sectoral projects: Rail ation,humancapitaldevelop- on fundsreleaseswitha new
anaspirationanda longterm Transport,Modernisationof ment and guaranteeof secu- flexibilityintheapprovalpro-
viewofwherewe intendtobe locomotives, coaches and rityto lifeandproperty. cess. TheFederalExecutive
by ",e year 2020, the wagons;rehabilitationworks Under the health sector, 'Council (FEC) approvedup-
Administration'songoingde- on tracks, stations, bridges, governmentmadeprovisions wardrevisionstotheapproval
velopmentagendais defined signallingequipmentandcul- in the 2009 Budget for: thresholdsforprocurementof r
by the 7-PointAgenda.It is verts; procurementof tools, Completion of ongoing goods and services, com-
importanttonotethat the2009 cranes&otherrailwayequip- projectsformodernisationof binedwithenhancedmonitor-
Budget,asconceived,isaclear ment;etc.MarineandInland 7 Specialist Hospitals in ing.As aresultof theupward
demonstration of the Waterways Transport, Kaduna, Maiduguri, Kano, reviewoffhresholdsand the
Government'sdetermination CompletionofAjaokuta~Warri Calabar,Enugu,Abeokuta& fact that a handfulof MDAs
toachieveitslong-termvision Line to Delta Steel Jetty, Lagos,Completingof ongo- established in-house
objective through faithful Dredging of Lower River ingprojectsformodernisation branchesof theDue Process
implementationofthe7-Point Niger,RoadTransportation, of 3 Teaching Hospitals in Mechanism(DPM)outfit,the
Agenda,whichitselfis ame- NationwideWorks Calabar,AwkaandIfe. DPM has now been made
diumtermdevelopmentstrat- Maintaining30,000kmof INIERNALSECURIIY easier. MostMDAsarenow
egy. In attempting to roads (for completion in 3 Under internal security alsomoreawareofthePublic
rationaliseif the slogans,Vi- years), Constructionand re- Government'sprioritization Procurement Act (PPA),
sion2020and7-PointAgenda habilitation of 3,293km of hasbeenreflectedinthe2009 which,no doubt,wouldhas-
aremerepoliticalsloganeering roads,Engineeringdesignof budget includingallocations tenthe issuanceof"noobjec-
orare,infileteconomicgrowth 699.05kmofroads,Completion 92km LengthYenegwe- Completionofongo- for securityand community tions"in contractexecution.
mechanisms,there isneedto of 2,821m length of Okaki-Kolo-Nembe-Brass ing silos projects and con- policing in 7 cities (Abuja, Closingthe criticalinfra­
brieflydescribethenatureand bridges.Rehabilitationof262mRoad,70kmLengthCalabar- structionof newonesto bol- Kano,Lagos,Port-Harcourt, structuregapisamajorpolicy
structureof the 2009Federal lengthofbridges, Zonalinter- Ugep-Ogoja-KatsinaAlawith sterfoodsecurityby upgrad- Maiduguri&Onitsha)_identi- thrustof thisAdministration.
GovernmentBudget. vention in road projects to spurtoAbakalikiRoad,50km ...Jng-national.strategiestorage fiedas havingthe highestin- -Targeted,measurableandveri-

The Budget this time coverabout2,400kmofroads, Length Calabar-Itu-Ikot capacityto 1milliontonnes cidencesof criminalactivity, fiable criticalinfrastructural
aroundwas premisedon the AccessRoadsto 6NNPCre- Ekpene-AbaOwerriRoad Rehabilitation and withtheviewtoreducingthis projectsunderthe 2009bud-
need to, partly, address the fineriesandports,Highways South-West constructionof dams to in- by40%in2009. get have been prioritizedto
historicalbottleneckto bud- rehabilitationand construe- 140km Length Kabba- creaseirrigatedlandsandac- NIGERDEll'A ensuretheir implementation.
get implementationand per- tion, Constructionof2nd Omuo-Ifaki-Ado Ekiti- quirepowergenerationcapa- Towardimplementationof In the mediumto longterm
formance~ the country,and Niger Bridge at Onitsha(on Aramoko-Itawure-Erinmo- bilitiesat someofthedams the Administration's ~~ger the changed infrastructurai
also, to achievethe well de- ppp. basis),Guto/Bagana OshogboRoad,60kmLength Rehabilitation and Delta Agendum, provisions environmentwillmaketheNi­
fineddelive~blesthatconsti- Bridge(oaPPPbasis),Emer- Shagamu-Ajebandele-Ore- expansionof irrigationinfra- have beenmade in the2009 gerian economygrow at an
tutethe7-PomtAgenda. The gency rehabilitation road Benin Road, 36km Length structuretoadd150,000hect- Budgetfor: acceleratedrate and lead to
preparatory process in the works in all 6 geopolitical Ibadan-Oyo-Ogbomosho ares in addition to New~oad'projectssuchas enhancedcompetitiveness.
budget followeda mor~[0- zones, Zonal Intervention Road optimisation of currently the Warn-Krum~Road,E~- It is equallyimportantto
cusedapproach,emphasising RoadProjectsacrossall 6Geo- DualisationofAbeokuta- 220,000hectaresofirrigation W~stRoad(SectionI)Warn- recognizethatnewstrategies
the needforapeople-centred politicalZonesasfollows: Ota-Owode Road (Ota- infrastructure Kaima of domestic borrowing
~udget,theou~~ome.ofwhich North-Central OwodeSectionwith spur to Increasinglandun- East~WestRoad (Section privatization,PPPandthe~
1~a bold~tep.mthemtroduc- 140kmLength Realign- IgbooraBridgeatLafenwa). der cultivationby 5% in-the II)Warn-PortHa_rcourt,East- of unspentcapitalvoteshave
tion !oNigeriao~a compre- mentandConstructionofdan- FederalCapitalTerritory next seasonand 15%over a WestRoad (SectionIII)Port beenadoptedinplace of the
hensive result-onented,~er- gerous curves along In theFederalCapitalter- periodoB years Harcourt-Eket .. inefficient traditional ways
formance-based budgetm~ Akwanga-LafiaRoad120km ritory,thebudgetcoveredthe Increaseinyieldsby East-WestRoad.(SectlOn andmeansof utilisationand
system,.ba~kedby approI?n- Length' Otuoacha- Ibaj i-completion ofthreekeyhead- 50-250%of differentcrops, IY)Eke~-Oron,Eros1~:mCon- abuseof cashcallsoncapital·
atemorutormgandev~uation Odolu-AjegwuRoad, 68km quarters structures. namely and20% increasein produc- . trol ~roJects,IdumYJeUnor projectsimplementationinthe
structuresand strategies, Be- Length- 9th Mile-Otukpo- theForeignAffairsHeadquar- tion of targeted commodity ErosionControlProject.Delta oil & gas sector.The whole
cause ~e. budgetwas ?ased MakurdiRoadLafia, 100km ters,theShehuShagariCom- crops State,~orestryProjects,Con- processis now aimedat im-
~nthevlSl~nofMrPresident, Length Otukpo-Ayangba- plexandtheFederalSecretariat Provision of N200 servation and Developrt;lent provingcash-backinginbud-
it necessanlymeans that the Ajaokuta-OkeneRoad,70km Building Phase II (Bullet billioncreditfor commercial ofCoastalEcosystem(Gumea t i I tati d ak
various items of the 7-Point Ilorin-Jebba-Mokwa House)SQ thatMDAscanre- agriculturedevelopment CurrentLargeMarineEcosys- ~e imp emen on~ m -
Agenda provide the focal North-East locate to these premises in- 35%increaseindo- terri)G-clime(Rivers&Bayelsamg necessary provisions to
points for assessingthe sue- 239kmLengthMaiduguri- steadofembarkingonmultiple mesticagribusinessand 15% State),Youth'fraining/Devel- finance. the development
cessorfailureofthe2009bud- Bama-Gwoza-Mubiwithspur headquartersprojects. increasein exportof selected opmentCentresin theNiger sn:ategym.thesector~d at­
get. toBanki,190km Length FOODSECURITYAND commodities Delta,Digitalsecuritysurveil- tam t~e h1gh~stqua.hty of

Let me quicklyhighlight Gombe-Numan-YolaRoad AGRIBUSINESS Increaseinfishpro- lance,AcquisitionofMarine spe~dlllg to increase eco-
some of the measurabletar- SectionII, . lOOk m The recentgrowthof the ductionby 230010 from650,000 boats and equipment, nom1~growth.
gets and outputs envisaged LengthNafada-GombeAbba economyhasbeenlargelyat- metrictonnesto 1.5mmetric Provision of observation Fmally,~ CashManage-
inthe2009budget. Road, 100km Length tributableto the non-oilsec- tonnesp.a. posts alongmajor highways ~¥t ;~~lttee sha~be:s-

CRITICAL INFRA- Wukari-MutumBiu-Jalingo- tors, especially agriculture. 40% increase in in the country 1Se 0 ensuree ec ve
SIRUCIlJRE NumanRoad As well as guaranteeingna- availabilityofruralinfrastruc- POLICY THRUST OF implementationof the 2009

Power North-West tionalfoodsecurity,theAgri- ture (road,energy,waterand lHEBUDGEf budget by, among others,
TheBudgetenvisagesthe 125km .Length Kano- culturesectoroffersthe best housing) Thereisadeterminationto managing and controlling

goalof attaining6000MWof Katsina-Jibia Road Gusau, opportunity for achieving Increaseintheagri- shiftfocusfromresourcecom- cashavailabletoGovernment
powergenerationin2009,set- 90km Length Mararaba- rapid economic growth, culture sector's contribution mitmenttoMDAs toconsid- at any point in time and en­
tingasideoverN200billionfor Panbeguwa-Saminaka-Jos greatly increasedemployment toGDPbyat least5% eringwhatwasachmllYdeliv- suring that bll:dgetaryrev­
implementinggas projects, 150kmLengthKano-Dutse- opportunities and Relatedto this also is the ered by the variousMDAs. enues are real~se~and that
aimedatacquiringc~acity to Kazaure-Daura-Mai-adua- industrialisation.TheFederal factthatGovernmenthasem- To ensure improved effi- adequatemachinenesareput
deliver1.2bnscfofgastodo- Hui, 120km Length Zaria- Government'sproposedex- barkedon the amendmentof ciency,effectivenessandpro- inplaceforpromptcollection,
-mestic market.The projects Funtua-Gusau-Sokoto-Birninpendituresin the agriculture theLandUseAct, in orderto ductivityofgovernment'sex- accountingandremittanceto
associatedwiththe aboveal- Kebbi. sectoris aimedat raisingthe removethe obstaclesand in- penditure,the BudgetOffice the relevant revenue ac-
location include: National South-East sector's contributionto GDP conveniencesof transacting of the Federation, working counts on a real-timebasis.
DomesticGasProjects,Trans- 90km Length 9th Mile- to higher levelsthroughon- in land forhousingand agri- with the National Planning Thisis tobesetinthecontext
SaharaGasPipelineProject, Enugu-Port-Harcourt with going projects and targets cultureand bring out the in- Commission, Office of the of changinginternationalen-
C a I a bar - Um u a hi a - spur to Okpanku and overthe next 3 yearsinclud- herentcapitalinlandedassets. ChiefEconomicAdviserand vironmentandthechallenges
AjaokutaGas Pipeline, Nkomoro,l40kmLength,Oba- ing: .. WEALTHCREATION theMDGoffice,hasdesigned that this could pose for the
Ajaokuta-Abuja-Kano Gas Nnewi-OkigweRoadwithspur Counterpart fund- ANDHUMANCAPITALDE-a frameworkto monitorand implementationofthebudget.
Pipeline,GasSupplyPipeline to Alor, 100km Length ing for FADAMAIII, IFAD VELOPMENT evaluate the budget perfor- Being excerpts of a
toPHCNDeltaIY,Gaspipe- N sukka-Obollo-Afor- andAfDBprojectsetc. Governmentisawarethat mance. Quarterly budget speech delivered by the
linesto powerplants includ- Eheamufu-Nkalagu,122km Assistance to productivitygrowth, equity, monitoringandevaluationre- Chief Economic Adviser to
ing:Omotosho,Papalantoand LengthEnugu-Onitshawitha States' productioninitiatives povertyeradicationandsecu- portswillbepublishedin line the Pres ide nt, Mal am .
Alaoji,Mambillahydro-elec- spur to Inyi, 60km Length through40%contributionto rity can all reinforceone an- withtheprovisionsoftheFis- TaminuYakubu,at the2009
tricpowergenerationproject, Abakaliki-AfikpoRoadwith financing production infra- other.Andfor thattohappen, calResponsibilityAct2007. edition of the All Nigeria
Other Generation projects.e spurto Itigidi. structureinjhe Statetoattract requireswidespreadaccessto One of the challengesof Editor's Conferenceheld in
TransrnissionProjects,Distri- South-South agribusinessinvestments wealth-creatingassets,espe- the past had been the slow Kaduna last week.
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64,162,405.45 .
1,297,318,548.73

Continued on page 32
- 246,067,733

2,565
68,295
5,184
114,591

96,320.00
77,524.11
219,170.00
393,014.11

28,000
14,277
101,000
143,277

3,000

655,613.00
820,251.90
4,440,160.13
273,805.20
3,440,000.00
139,500.00
224,659.76
3,624,600.50
2,052,000.00
3,531,239.94
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3,225.00
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227,245.16
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80,200.00
531,684.00
4,224,266.07
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668,335
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166,200
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510,072.00,
56,030.00
4611,000.00

30,075
1,000
240,000
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112
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Sector Totals
Overall Totals

ASSOCIATED~US COMPANYPLC
Sector Tetals
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1,819,262.10
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14,421,626.57
1,333,476.86
30,320.00
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7
3
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13
4
37
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INTERLINKEDTECHNOLOGIESPLC
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COSTAINfYlA) PLC
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Sector Totals
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DEAPCAPITALMANAGANDTRUST PLC 4
ROYALEXCHANGEPLC

2,293,972.60
22,760.00
768,891.37
978,700.82

3CRUSADERNIGERIA PLC.119,540
2,000
47,1>38
1,864,900
518,551

77Sector Totals
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141

6
I
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OMATEKVENTURESPLC
THOMASWYATTPLC
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Sector Totals
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23,890.104.49
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37,532,756.78

BENUECEMENf COMPANYPLC 41
CEMENTCO. OFNORTHERNN1GERlAPLC 47
LAFARGEWAPCOPLC 62

ASHAXACEMENf PLC

65,704
7,124,232
1,000
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GUINNESSNIGERIA PLC 45
INTERNATIONALBREWERIESPLC 57
JOS INTERNATIONALBREWERIESPLC
NIGERIANBREWERIESPLC
Sectar Tetais

CHAMS NIGERIAPLC 54
MASSTELECOMINNOVATIONNIG PLC 5
~COMMSPLC 36
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17,736,248.45
12,402,880.08
15,850,971.38
237,660.00
79,146,876.06
9,105,544.46
125,180,285.66
724,229.30
260,279,025.61
19,676,724.56
72,055,680.22
28,202,429.83
27,849,914.41
8,991,010.20
158,806.31
9,052,337.50
39,944,392.42
14,356,325.98
2,345,596.63
18,412,790.00
47,192,040.40

3,619,555
2,460,503
3,324,922
8,500
17,188,617
3,904,764
7,984,109
3£2,998
"25,847,067
3,662,774
10,448,987
4,351,304
5,417,548
2,103,772
28,409
7,372,447
4,735,378

ACCESSBANKPLC 169
AFRIBANKNIGERIA PLC 82
DIAMONDBANKPLC 84
ECOBANKNIGERIA PLC 6
FIRSTCITYMONUMENTBANKPLC 79
FIDELITYBANKPLC 112
FIRSTBANKOFNIGERIAPLC 909
FIRSTINLANDBANKPLC 27
GTBANKPLC 429
STANBICmTCBANKPLC 82
INTERCONfINENfALBANK PLC. 327
OCEANICBANK INTERN!ITIONALPLC 207
BANKPUB PLC 96
SKYE BANKPLC. 74
. SPRINGBANKPLC I
STERLINGBANKPLC 46
UNITEDBANKFORAFRICAPLC. 335
UNION BANKOFNIGERIAPLC 146
UNITYBANKPLC 33
WEMA BANKPLC 9
ZENITH BANKPLC 216
Sedw Tetais 3,469

i*B;@M+1&at_s;i

B. O.C. GASESNIGERIAPLC 6
NIGERIANENAMELWAREPLC
FIRST ALUMINIUMNIGERIAPLC 2
VITAFOAMNIGERIAPLC 10
VONOPRODUCTSPLC 2
Sector Totals 11

3,065,424.00
11,758.50
3,077,181.50

6,129,948
1,350
6,131,1.

\,,~:j,0i"" ~:t;

IKEJAHOTELPLC
Secter Totals

26,286.00
3,183,164.14
3,219,451.14

2,600
477,039_
4",639-

GLAXOSM111lKUNECONSUMERNIG PLC 23
MAya: BAKER NlGERIAPLc. 12
NElMEIlI ~PHAItMA. PLC 13
UNION DIAGNOSTICa: CLINICAL SEll. PLC 14

3,480.00
1,049,761.35
260,634.58
10,660.00
1,314$5.93

4,000 .
947,639
221,631
2,000

. 1,17s,Z7I

2
2
9

EKOCORPPLC
EVANSMEDICALPLC.
FJDSONHEALTHCAIlE PLC

33
3
36

DUNLOPNIGERIA PLC
Il.T.BIl1SCOE(NIGERIA)PLC
Sectar Totals

33
21

_AFPJtINT NIGERIAPLC
FIN COCOAPROCESSORSPLC
LIVES1'OCKFEEDS PLC
PItESCOPLC
Sectar '&e:ds

1
I.

I

I

\.

64,500
64,soo

75A1RI.JNE SERVICESANDLOGlSTlCS PLC
NIGERIANAVLuJON HANDLINGCO. PLC 90

224,046.00
114,046.08

16,200
16,208

13.83
2
453

UTCNIGERIAPLC
Sectar Totals

520,601. c" '.
30,992 ,.
277,800

. 117,217
459,113
31,....,Q7:

5,500
880
231;835
2,034,769
60,650
68,259
808,632
3,21',525

301,000.00
78,365,837.15

100,00Q
6,786,328

67.23
26.68
96.61
68.00
143.32

3.62
5.71
2.17

1.00
1.37

1.38

1.14
0.59
2.02

16.16
58.97
1.95
3.90
1.99

4.11

5.87
2.66
2.39
14.99
4.50.
l.18
0.58

3.01

170 0.99
CONfINENL\L REINSURANCEPLC 7 0.90
CORNERSTONEINSURANCECO. PLC. 11 1.24
CUSTODIANANDAlLIED INS. PLC 41 2.09
EQUITYASSURANCEPLC 8 1.71
GREATNIGERIA INSURANCECO. PLC 2 0.86
GOWUNK INSURANCEPLC 2 0.50
GUINEA INSURANCEPLC. 11 0.52
CONSOLIDATEDHAlLMARK INS. PLC 22· 0.50
INVESf.ANDAlLIEDASSURANCEPLC 14 0.50
INTL ENERGYINSURANCECO. PLC 48 1.10
LASACOASSURANCEPLC. 34 0.88
LAWUNIONAND ROCK INSURANCEPLC. 2 1.35
LINKAGEASSURANCEPLC 9 0.50
MUTUALBENEFITSASSURANCEPLC 33 0.74
N.E.M.INSURANCECO. (NIG) PLC. 41 0.65
NIGER INSURANCECO.PLC. 12 1.54
OASIS INSURANCEPLC 4.67
REGENCYALLIANCEINS. CO. PLC 4 0.50
SOVERElGN11I.USTINSURANCEPLC 10 0.81
sv.NDARD ALL1ANCE INSURANCEPLC 17 0.59
UN1C INSURANCEPLC. 14 0.73
UNlVERSAL INSURANCECOMPANYPLC" 9 0.54

26 2.28 .

37.05
2.35
10.60
8.37
14.70
14.02
3.62
22.50
135.51
0.98
7.97

19.19
11.97
16.27
0.53
29.01
7.90

89.53
2.85
4.82
37.00

4.90
4.97
4.73
27.96
-4.70
2.32
15.65
2.25
10.00
5.35
6.93
6.49
5.20
4.25
5.59
.1.26
8.50
11.02
1.15
3.65
11.30

0.52
9.16

91

10.64
6.80

56

0.86
1.10
1.08
5.33

·-M ic..WM··
3
3

CAPIY.L on. PLC
Sectar Totals

omp3n~ \am. '\001 Deals Quotation,,) Quauti!) Traded \alue of Shares Company Xame \001 Deals Quotationtv) Quanti!) Traded Value of Shares
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transaction involved a debt
by Nas-arawa state govern­
ment which it borrowed from
Fortune bank to finance the
market project.Ogunleye said
that the governments re-_
quested for a 100%waiver to
enable them repay the loan.
"After a protracted negotia­
tion, theywere given awaiver
of 60% and this transaction
was duly approved by our
minister, "he added.

According to Ogunleye,
the police invited him in the
course of their investigation,
asking "me to explain some
issues and I explained them."
He further said that he was
asked to write a statement
which he did andwas allowed
to go afterwards but the Ni­
gerian Television
Authority(NTA) reported
that he was arrested by the
police.

The NDIC boss, who
said that he was embarrassed
by the story,did not however
disclose whether he will seek

__[)ailyTrust Wedn,:_sday, April 8, 2009

court."
Ogunleye further said

that thepetitioneralsoaccused
NDIC of . Karu market
and

OANDO 70.50 68.00 -2.50

NES1LE 138.00 135.51 -2.49

JBERGER 24.00 22.80 -1.20

CHELLARAM 20.19 19.19 -1.00

GLAXOSMITH 15.76 14.99 -0.77

FLOURMILL 14.65 14.02 -0.63

CCNN 7.84 7.45 -0.39

TRIPPLEG 7.77 7.39 -0.38

DANGSUGAR ]04.99 14.70 -0.29

INTERLINK 5.42 5.15 -0.27

Index 20;018.55

Deals 6,708
. ~.

Volume 246,067,733

Value N 1,297,318,548.73

•
Cap. N 4,528,650,882,917.90

+0.30

+0.32

+0.33

+0.39

+0.50

+0.52

+0.60 Contrary to news re
ports, Alhaji
Abdulganiyu

Ogunleye, the Managing Di­
rector ofNigerian Deposit In­
surance Corporation/Nlm'')
was never arrested by the po­
licebut was merely invited to
clarity certain issues and af­
terwardshewasallowed to go,
the NDIC boss has explained.

. Narrating what hap­
pened to newsmen, OgunJeye
said that a depositor whose
N260 million was trapped in
Fortune bank, had petitioned
the National Assembly, the
Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission(EFCC)
and the police, asking for his
money.«But at the same time,
the owners of the bank have
gone to court to challenge the
revocationof their license,"he
said, adding that "we carmot
pay depositors in Fortune
bank and Triumph bank be­
cause the two cases are in

+0.90

26

79

46

Symbol Volume Value

STDINSURE 7,159,773.00 4,224,266.07

HMARKINS 7,222,721.00 3,624,600.50

STERLN,BANK 7,372,447.00 9,052,337:50

DAARCOMM 7,693,100.00. 1O,286,t9O.00

FIRSTBANK 7,984,109.00 125,180,285.66

AIICO 8,467,556.00 8,125,231.12

INTERCOm 10,448,987.00 72,055,680.22

FCMB 17,188,617.00 79,146,876.06

ASOSAVINGS 20,584,105.00 20,168,465.70

GUARANTY 25,847,067.00 260,279,025.61

Synjd LastClose

AP 75.83 79.62

BCX:: 21.63 22.68

NOC 21.60 22.50

NB 36.40 37.00

UBN 10.50 11.02

CADBURY 10.10 10.60

DANGFLOUR 7.98 8.37

INTERCONT 6.60 6.93

NAHCO 6.48 6.80

ASHAKACEM 8.05 8.35

c
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.~.l FGappoint~newMD,_EDs for Mortgage.Bank
TIe FederalGovemment ; By JibrinAbubakar riskmanagementframeworkas international finance from the

Trade~ as appointed Mr. .. . it relates to the bank. UniversityofPmhamEngland
[ Abdulsalam Yah~ya said l~going to be the repre- He was also ~askedwith Beforejoining thebank,he

17 ! Ahmed as the new Managing sentatrve of the Central Bank morntormgoperationalproce- was divisional head of the riski Director ~f F~eral Mortgage ofNigeriawhowill ~ in~harge dures and accreditatio? of the management group of Unity
22 i BankofNlgena~N). o~CentraIBankofNlg~awho banks bus~ness r~latIOnship bank Pic, and was assistant

[ Before his appointment, wlllbemc~argeofPohcyand partners With a Vl~Wof sue- generalmanagerandhead,risk
Mr. Abdulsalam. Yahaya Strategy. ." ces~~ll~ restructurmg and re- assets mana ement de art-
Ahmed Wasthe Acting Man- The statement said: All posmonmg theFMBN tomeet t fth dgfu tF' tIPt. . ." " . men 0 e e nc rrs n er-agingJ?rrectorof the.B~. appom~e~ts are 10~a tour- the country's housing finance state bank Pic

212 This was contained m a yearpenodmthefirstmstance, challenges. .
statementsignedbyLawrence and take effect from 3rdApril, The acting MD, who has He also served in various

~ OjaboAssistantDirector(Pub- 2009. The appointments are over 19years ofbanking expe- capacitiesinthe creditdivision .
lie Relations), Federal Minis- aimed at strengthening and rience,isanalurnnusofthepres- and the Borin branch ofAte

170 try ofWorks,Housing and Ur- repositioning the Bank in its tigious Bayero University former Habib Nigeria Bank
banDevelopment. delivery of robust housing fi- Kano, where he obtained an where he rose to become the

President Umaru Musa nancing, to meet the expecta- MBA, he also holds a B.sc in pioneer head, corporate fi-
327 Yar'adua yesterday also ap- tions of the Government in its agricuitnraleconomicsfromthe nance and special loans unit

provedthe appointmentoffour lands and housing reforms." Ahamdu BelloUniversityZaria of thebank in 1996,tomention
executive directors. They are: ThenewManagingDirec- ,£!lli1__@_M,§£jI'LQQ!Il'Ql1~~L~~,:___ ~
Newman'Nyore Ordia-Execu- tor has been on acting capac- F· h' · fl
tiveDirector.Securities.Insur- ity sincehe took over fromhis orelgn exc ange-In OW
ance and Market Develop- predecessor Mr. Moses I.
ment; Muhammad Kabir AtagheronApril 14,2008 to Nigeria drops

429 Abubakar _ Executive Direc- Until his appointment as

;~~o=~~3~~~~~~r~:a;::, ~~I~~n=~ P~ItsFo~~Eot~xgO~:;nt~:e 1;~;;;~~~1~;~~Y36Ai
ecutive Director, Loan Setup strategy of the bank, a posi-
and Payoff and Magaji tionhe heldsinceJanuary2006 economy in January showed and 5.1 per cent and ac­
MuhammedBello-Executive . withresponsibilitiesforpolicy adeclineofl2.1 percent from counted for 2.8 and 59.8 per

+3.79 Director, Organizational and strategyformulation, cor- what obtained inDecember to cent of the total, respectively.
Resourcing. porate planning, overseeing standat $4.93billion, the Cen- At $4.45billion,aggregate

+1.05 The other, the statement the implementationofpmdent tralBallkofNigeria(CBN)has foreign exchange outflow
j--------------------- --------~--- -------.-., .••..--- ..-~-------- ---------------.----. ·---------------------=-----·--------------··------------=----------------1 said. from the economy fellby 38.2

Iwas ne :"er arrested -ND~T.Cbac o The total inflow also per cent from the level in the., '11 1.)1.) showed a decline of 54.8 per preceding month.
cent from the levels in the cor- "The decline in outflow
responding month of 2008, was attributed to the 35.0 and
CBN said in its January Eco- 56.8 per cent decline in fund­
nomic report posted on its ingofthe inter-bankforeignex­
website. change market and other offi­

The reportsaidthat foreign cial payments, respectively",
exchange inflow and outflow the report said.
through the CBN in january CBN has warned that the
2009 were $1.98 billion and Retail Dutch Auction System
$4.40billionrespectively,rep- (RDAS) funds should not be
resentinga netoutflowof$2.42 eligibleforinvestmentin secu­
billion. rities denominated in foreign

Relative to the respective currencies.
levelsof$2.51billionand$7.15 The Danksaid that the de­
billion in theprecedingmonth, velopment is in furtherance of
inflowandoutflowfellby 21.1 theongoingreformsof thefor­
and 38.5per cent, respectively. eign exchangemarket.

"The fall in inflowwas at- CBN said: "Authorized
tributed to the decline incrude DealersandtheGeneralPublic
oilreceipts,w,hilethefallinout- are hereby notified that, with
flow was due largely to the re- effect from the date of this cir­
duction in fundingofthe inter- cular,RDAS fundsshallnotbe
bank segment of the foreign eligibleforinvestmentinsecu­
exchangemarket,reinforcedby rities denominated in foreign
thedeclineinotherofficialpay- currencies abroad and setting
ments", the report said. . up of offshore subsidiaries!

According to the report, branches of Nigerian compa­
oil sector receipts, which ac- nies.
counted for 37.5 per cent of "For the avoidance of
the total, stoodat $1.85billion, doubt, only funds from other
comparedwith$2.29 __billionin sources shall be used to fi­
the preceding in December. nance these transactions.

The also said that Please ensure compliance ac-
non-oil sector and au- cordingly."
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MANAGEMENT

Please note that this is not an invitation to tender as
only pre-qualified companies would be invited to
tender.

All submissions should reach the above not later
than 20th of April 2009 at 16.00 pm.

The Secretary,
Procurement Planning Committee,

Nigerian College of Aviatioo Technology,
P.M.B. 1031, Zaria Aerodrome,

Kaduna State.

SUBMISSION:
The completed Pre-qualification documents in hard
and soft copy (on CD) should be enclosed in an
envelop, sealed and marked "Pre-QUAL~ iCATION
DOCUMENTS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION AND.
FURNISHING OF STUDENT'S HOSTEL" and
addressed to:

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTS:
All pre-qualification submissions shall include:
i. .Detailed company profile including registered

address, name, functional telephone, fax nos and
email address(es) of the company.

ii. Names, address(es), telephone nos, email
address(es), qualifications & experience of key
personnel. Attach copies of certificates.

iii. Certificate of Incorporation, Memorandum & Articles
ofAssociation.

iv. Veritable evidence of similar jobs successfully
executed within the last five (5) (2004 - 2008) years in
siniilar & allied works. Attach letters of award and
certificate of completion.

v. Reference from a reputable bank stating the financial
ability to carry out such project(s).

vi. Audited company's statement of accounts (2006 -
2008) & tax clearance for at least three (3) years
(2005 - 2007).

vii. Evidence of access to equipment and resources
required to bedeployed for the project.

PROJECT TITLE:
Construction and furnishing of student's hostel

The College intends to undertake the under-listed
projects as part of its year 2009 capital projects and
hereby invites reputable contractors to indicate interest /
to pre-qualify for the project.

P.M.B. 1031~Zaria Aerodrome
Kaduna State:

NIGERIAN COllEGE OF AVIATION TECHNOLOGY

S.I.J.Onwusonyc·
Chief Examiner/Chairman Board

Alhaji Bashiru Ahmad
Secretary Examination Board

7. PROFESSJONAL COMPETENCE INTERVIEW(PCI) .
(i) The Test or-Profession Competence Interview will provisionally hold on Thursday 8th

October, 2009 at Abuja Enllgu and Lagos and the Application Forms are obtainable at
the Institute's Secretariat, Ahuja Liaison Office at QSRBN or at State/Zonal Offices at a
cost of N5,OOO.OOeach, Completed Interview Form should be returned not later that
Wednesday 30th !ieptemher, 2009. •

(ii) Eligibility
(a) Those that have passed the written Test of Professional Competence ('fPC) examination

and satisfactorily completed their Logbooks and Diaries.
(b) Those referred in a previous Profcssio!lal Competence Interview.

NB: Candidates who previously had problems with their Diaries and Logbooks must submit
updated Logbooks and Diaries as instructed which must reach the Institute's Secretariat not
later than l'riday 22nd May,2009.
This supersedes any earlierpublication ill this or any other new media, on this subject matter.

6. y.-:XEMPTION:
Candidates should note that only those, whose exemption request has been granted prior to
Thursday 30th April, 2009 will be entertained in this year exam.

(v) NoticeToAI1TPC Candidates
Please be advised that the Measurement Exam for TPC consists of Two (2) separate papers of
three hours each.
The first paper is on Building Works and Services; the second paper is on Civil and Heavy
Engineeri ngWorks.

(vi) Copies of Past Question Papers arc obtainable from the Institute's Secretariat

(iv) Late Entry: Appl ications received after Monday, 7th May, 2009 but not later than Monday
25th l\-lay, 2009 may be considered if accompanied with additional =N= 10,000.00 late entry
fee.

(iii) The completed Application Form with photocopies of all relevant credentials including letter
of election/registration fur the current NIQS Membership Grade, Exemption letter, the
appropriate Examination Fee or evidence of payment of lee and 2No. self-addressed
,envelopes (each with stamp) etc. are to reach the Institute's Secretariat not later than Monday
4th May, 2009.

5. METHODOFAPPUCATION:
(i) Entry Forms for all the examinations are obtainable from the Institute's Secretariat Of the

State/Zonal Chapters of the Institute at a COSt of =N=5.000.00 each. Candidates are also
advised to obtain a copy oftheSyllabus, Rules and Guidelines for the Institute's Examinations
at a Cost of=N« 1000.00 per set (2 volumes) for more details.

(ii) All payments can be made by Bank Dt'aft payable to "The Nigerian Institute of Quantity
Surveyors" or directly into the institute's account with
a) Stanbic lBTC Bank PIc, No.76, Adetokunbo Ademola Street, Victoria Island Branch,

Lagos. Account No. 1111398281
b) First Bank of Nigeria Pic, NIJ House Branch, AdeyemoAlakija Street, Victoria Island,

Lagos. Account No. 243":20300-00781 .
c) Zenith Bank Plc, HerbertMacaulay Road, Yaba-Lagos.AccountNo. 6019204141
d) United Bank for Africa Pic, 1915saWilliams Street, Oke-Arin, Lagos. Account No.

01J-300300-00-1-23.
Payments can be made atany branch ofthese Banks nation-wide.
A copy of the pay-in-slip should be returnedwith the Application Form ((1 the Institute after
paymellt to update (lUI' records. .

long Book Re-assessmentFee NU,OOO.OO
Re-sit Exam Fee N12000.00 N12,OOO.OO NI2.000.00 N12.000.00
Full Exam Fcc N]S,OOO.OO N15.000.00 N15000.00 NI2,OOO.OO

Entry Point Probation Graduateship TPC Exam Prof. Competence
Exam Exam Interview

•
4. EXA\1INATION FEES: NON-REFUNDABI-EA"iD NON-TRANSFERABLE:

3. LOG BOOKS AND I>IARIES:
Candidates applying for the TPC Examination are presumed to have submitted to the
Institute's Secretariat their Log Books and Diaries covering the first twenty-tour (24) months
of their practical experience while the logbooks and diaries covering the second and final
installment of twelve months are expected to reach the Institute not later than Friday 22nd
May,200?
All Logbooks and Diaries should be addressed to the Chairman, Education Committee
(Nigerian Institute of Quantity Surveyors) through the NTQSSecretariat.

(iii) Test ofProkssional Competence (TPC) Examination:
a) Registered Graduate/Probationer members of the Institute with not less than two Years

post-NY SC experience
b) Registered Probationers ofthe NIQS who have passed the Graduateship Examination

conducted by theNIQS and with at least 2 years post-NYSC experience.

(ii) Graduateship Examination:
a) Registered Probationers of the NIQS
b) Registered Technicians of the NIQS who have passed the NIQS Probation Examination.

2. ELiGIHILITYOFCANDJDATES:
(i) Probation.Examination

Registered Technicians of'the NIQS.pr equivalent in cognate disciplines such asArchitecture,
Building Technology, Civil Engineering etc.

(i) Examination Dates: Tuesday 14th to Thursday 16th July, 2009
(ii) Examination Centres: Abuja. Benin City, Enugu, Kaduna, Lagos,

Port Harcourt and Bauchl

YEAR 2009 PROFESSIONAl. EXAMINATIONS

EXAMINATION SCHEDULE:
The Year 2009 Professional Examinations of the Nigerian institute of Quantity Surveyors has
been scheduled as follows:

THE NIGERIAN INSTITUTE OF
QUANTITY SURVEYORS

Office of the President
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DANA MOTORSOFFERS You 18 DEDICATEOC@AFTER SALES SERVICE CENTRES N,ATI'ONWIDE

Trade-in: 07028777398,01-7329999

Abuja: 0807 709 3404 I 0802 776 9999 I 09-314 9694
Aba: 0803571 7804 '07029656788
Abakaliki: 0806835 57171 08079031913108079032667
Akore: 0705611 1334

Surolere: 01·7276083-4

Lagos: 0805535999910803 534 99991 0803 676 8888
Ikeja: 0805 9~ 8190
Lekki: 0702931 0211108032888882

Asaba: 0803738 5553 I 0706 070 3754
Benin (1): 08058518789/0805531 5145/052-450479
Benin (2): 0705 5636183 f 07055636185
Calabar:08033631210 I 0805 814 0271
Enugu: 0803635464110807513181310807061 4504 /042·325618
Ibadan: 0703 404 7494 , 0807 979 5335

lIorin: 0802 307 5692

Email: kia@danagroup.com

Kaduna: 0803 680 5245 f 0805 320 2667 I 062-243 522-24
Kano: 0802 7763333/0805676 2222/064-897753
Katsina: 0803712 7232
Oshogbo: 08079795337 I 0705 611 1336
Port Harcourt: 08036763333/08056763333
Uyo: 0803644 2483 / 08023041192
Warri: 0806 5887771 10803357 8540

Service Numbers: 01.8179595,01-8179596,01-8947489
lekki: 01-7748000,01-7749585,01-77420'80 -

Website: www.kiamotorsnigeria.com

THE CAR BRAND OF KOREA AND ALWAYS THE No.1CAR IN NIGERIA

Years or 1OD.DOOkm
,lilA 'IUS Warranty3 Up to 5 years Financtt AvaUabto ~.,:_;

....: .., : _.., ··w·········_ -:t:':<,\:.
,.( . leas. Hollin.: 01-3133160 ",,,-<c."
..................... __ ...............•..............................
,..Terms.and CoodUwt'ls Apply .

3.3 utre EngineMOHAVE
3.8 Litre Ensil)e

2.0 Litre Engine

1.6Litre Engiil~
~
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, scientists JUl ..... _

startingwith the more basic averageteenager.This area
sensoryandmotorareasofthe also controlsand processes
brain. These mature first, emotionalinformationsent
followed by the regions fromtheamygdala-thefight
involved in language and or flight centre of gut
spatial awareness and then reactions - which may
finally thoseinvolvedin-more account for the short­
cerebralfunctions. tempers among some
Amongthe lasttomatureis teenagers.

the very front of the brain's As greymatteris lost,the
frontallobe,whichis involved brain gains whitematter,a
in control of impulses, fatty tissue which helps
judgement and decision- conductelectricalimpulses
making,which scientistssay and stabilise neural
might some of the connections.

y teenagers are
;Teenagers are selfish, Bethesda,Maryland,led
: reckless and irritable researcherswhofollowedthe

because their brains progress of 400 children,
develop slower than their scanning them every two
bodies, scientists have yearsas theygrewup.
claimed.PsychologistsUsed They found that
to blame the unpleasant adolescencebringswavesof
characteristicsofadolescence so-called' brain pruning'
onhormones, during which children lose
However, new brain about one per cent of their

imagingscanshave revealed greymattereveryyear until
a high number of structural theirearly20s.Thisreduction
changes in teenagers and trims unused neural
thosein theirearly20s. connections that

Giedd,at theNational duced

The findings are
particularly notable given
that most other species
investigated so far,
including our closest
relatives the chimpanzee
and "man's best friend"
the dog,' are n~t
particularly sensitive to
eye orientation and eye
gaze, von Bayern said.
Rather, she continued,
chimps and dogs seem to
rely on other cues such as
headorbody orientationin
determining the looking
direction of others and do
not appear to appreciate
the eyes as the visual
organs. The results
suggest that birds may
deserve more respect for
theirmentalabilities.

"We may have
underestimated the
psychological realms of
birds," von Bayern said,
"Jackdaws,amongstmany
other birds, form pair
bonds for life and need to
closely coordinate and h ....-lp'T'ct,,,,,"

collaborate with their The ~niversity of Minnesota study appears in N
partner,which requires an
efficient way of Previousresearchhas suggestedthat a specificpart of
communicating and spinalcord - the spinothalamictract - plays akey role.
sensitivity to their Nerve cells in this areahave been shownto bemore
partner's perspective." when itchy substancesare applied to the skin.

Blocks activity
The latestwork, inprimates,foundthat scratchingthe

activityofnervecells in the spinothalamictract
itchiness-preventingthespinalcordfromtransmitting
fromthe scratchedarea of skin to the brain.
ResearcherDr GlennGieslerhopes thework could lead

ways to relieve chronic itch effectively for the first .
However,he saidmoreinformationwasstillneededabout
chemistryunderpinningthe effect.
ProfessorGilYosipovitch,an experton itchingfrom

Forest University in North Carolina, said the finding
"potentiallysignificant". He said: "Althoughthere is a
way to go, methods that can induce a pleasurable ""r"t,,lh'
sensationwithout damaging the skin,viamechanical
or drugs that can inhibit these neurons, could be .1p'"pl""" •.1'

to treat chronic itch."
However, ProfessorYosipovitchstressed that

and itchingwere complexphenomenainvolvingfactors
as emotionsas well as physiology.
Culled bbc:co.uk

is more likely that the fat
increase causes the baggy
eyelids rather than a
weakened ligament,"
Darcy said. "There have
been no.studies to show
that the orbital septum
weakens."
The researchers looked

at detailedMRI imagesof
40 subjects (17males and
23 females) between the
ages of 12 and 80. The
findings showed that the
lower eyelid tissue
increased with age and
that the largest
contributor to this size'
increasewas fat increase.
"Our. findings may

change the way some ,
plastic surgeons treat
baggy eyes," said study
co-author Dr, Timothy
Miller,professorandchief
of plastic surgery at the
Geffen School. Fat
removalshouldbe at least
part of the process, the
researchers figure. Or, of
course, people could just
look the other way.
Culledfrom livesciencecom
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the Joumal of Plastic and
Reconstructive Surgery,
"A common treatment

performed in the past and
present is surgical excision of
fat to treat a 'herniation of fat'
- meaning that the amount of
. fat in the eye socket does not
changebut the cover that holds
the fat in place, the orbital
septum,isweakenedorbroken
and fat slips out," said the
study's lead researcher Dr.
Sean Darcy, a research
associate in the division of
plastic and reconstructive
surgery at the David Geffen
School of Medicine at UCLA
and a plastic surgery resident
at theUniversity of California,
Irvine.
This orbital septum

weakeningor herniation-of-fat
theory is what most plastic
surgeons have been taught,
Darcy said.
"However, our study

showed there is actually an
increase in fat with age, and it

We aUknow that people sometimes change their behavior
when someone is looking their way. Jackdaws - birds
related to crows and ravens with eyes that appear similar
to human - can do the same. (Credit: iStockphoto/

Birds can 'read' human- gaze
W e all know that recognize the eye's role in reward when a person was

people sometimes visual perception, or at the directing his eyes towards
change their veryleasttheyareextremely the food than when he was

behavior when someone is sensitive to the way that looking away, according to
looking their way. Now, a human eyes are oriented," the research team led by
new study reported online said Auguste yon Bayem, Nathan Emery of the
o~ April 2nd in Current formerly ?f the University Universityof'Cambridgeand
BIOlogy shows that of Cambndge and now at Queen Mary University of
jackdaws-birds related to theUniversityof Oxford. London. The birds hesitated
crows and ravenswith eyes When presented with a only when the person in
thatappearsimilartohuman preferredfood,hand-raised questionwas unfamiliar and
eyes-s-cando the same. jackdaws took'significantly thus potentially threatening.

"Jackdaws seem to longer to retrieve the Inaddition,the birdswere
able to interpret human
communicative gestures,
such as gaze alternation and
pointing, to help them find
hiddenfood, they found,The
birds were unsuccessful in
using static cues, including
eye gazeor head orientation,
in that context.

Unlike most birds,
jackdaws' eyes have a dark
pupil surroundedby a silvery
white iris. The researchers
said they believe jackdaws
are probably sensitive to
human eyes because, as in
humans, eyes are' an
important means of
communicationforthem.The
hand-raisedbirdsexaminedin
the studymaybe even better
than wild jackdaws at
attendingto humangaze and
responding to the gestures
of thepeoplewho haveraised
them.

Eyelid surgery is the fourth most common surgical cosmetic procedures in America.
But they might be doing it aUwrong.Credinlsreanmstime.com

No data indicated this was
the right approach, the
researcherspoint out in the
September 2008 issue of

invasive move, tighten the
muscle that surrounds the '
eye or tighten the ligament
thatholdstheeyeballinplace.

Most of these surgeries
don't remove any fat,
however.Theyjust move it
around or, in a more

.Why do we get baggyeyes?
"

Af we age, our eyes
nevitably take on a
aggy look. Now

scientists think:they know
• why.

Fat in the eye socket
- - eipands.

The finding c4l!ltd~rove
useful to the growing
number of people not
satisfied with the natural
look. .
Eyelids are,' not just

extraneous flaps of skin.
They are crucial for
protecting the eye from
debris anddamage.Theeye
and eyelidare so connected
that the pressure of the
eyelid on the eyeball may
cause one of the most
common vision problems,
researcherslearnedin 2006.
Not something youwant to.
muck aroundwith. '
Yeteyelid surgery,top or

bottom, is more common
than you might think.
Nearly 241,000 U.S.
residents had.it performed
last year, putting it in the
'top four among surgical
cosmetic procedures
performed,

Daily Trust,
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We do hope you get the message
Photo Iocadon:Hotel in Tai Chung, Taiwan by Josef Furse
Culled from the telegraph.co.uk
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FIND & CIRCLE JUMBO puzzles are solved by finding all
the hidden words in the diagram. The words are always in a
straight line and may read up, down, forward, backward, or
. diagonally. Cross a word off your list once you have circled it.
Many words will overlap.

43

The Sudoku puzzle consists. of a 9x9 square grid made up of
smallerBxs square grids (regions). The numbers alreadypresent
within th~'puzzle. are "given" -these are there to start you off.
The aim is to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs tofit in each row, column and region
of 9 squares. Each row, column and region must contain just
one instance of each number, 1-9.

/DIGiEST
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Late LADY CLARA.pRE NJEPUOME, Lsm

Burial arrangement:
As announced by the family.

Amen.

May the good Lord grant
mama eternal rest and may
He give the family the
fortitude to bear the loss

,

Surv. APC Njepuome [cim,
fnis, ksm and the entire
Njepuome family of Amucha,
Njaba LGA, lmo State on the
death of their mother, wife
and grandmother, Lady
Clara Ure Njepuome, Lsm
whom the lord called to glory
on 26thMarch, 2009.

he .management and.'
staff of the Officeofthe' ~
Surveyor General of

the Federation (OSGOF)
condoles the Surveyor
General of the Federation
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services and infrastructure
where applicable.

The Minister also
revealed that the exco
directed that the
enhancement of open
spaces abutting properties
shall be by planting of tress,
grass and minimal shrubs.

"The exco further
directed that where open
space/green strip adjoins
more than one residential
property, the open space/
green strip shall be sub­
divided along the
termination/ end of the
adjoining properties and
beaconed 'accordingly," he
added.

His words: "Where open
space/ .green strip adjoins a
block of flats owned by
multiple owners like the
former government block of
flats sold to Civil Servants
or bidders, the resident
association, if'available shall
be given the right of first
refusal and the space
enhanced for the common

notarestructures
permissible.

According to him, the
areas shall be demarcated
with picket and/or hedges
and that the picket fences
should not exceed O.6m in
height and should be coated
withwhitewater-proofpaint.

Senator Aliero revealed
that standard design
guidelines would be
provided by the Department
of Parks and Recreation in
'collaboration with the
DepartmentofDevelopment
Control.

The Minister stressed
that with the exception of
stormwater,no other formof
drainage is allowed into the
stream courses and that the
areas should be allowed for
ample access to.engineering

The Minister disclosed
that the exco warned that
such areas can neither be
annexed nortitled; insisting
that concrete or built

The FCT Executive
Committee has
approved the terms

and conditions for
conceding the maintenance
of green strips within the
neighbourhoods of the
FederalCapitalCity,Abuja.

The FCT Minister,
SenatorMuhammadAdamu
Aliero said this was one of
the decisions taken during
thebi-weeklyFCTExecutive
Committee meeting on
Monday in Gwarinpa Life­
Camp,Abuja.

The Minister statedthat
for the purpose of this
policy, owners of properties
adjoining open spaces and
greenareasshallbegiventhe .
right of first refusal for the
enhancement and
maintenance of such areas.. '

Senator Aliero said that
where right of first refusal is
rejected by a developer,
Parks and Recreation
Department shall enhance
the site directly or through
corporate organizationfs),

FCTA warns on annexation of open spaces
I By Nasir Imam I good of the residents".

SenatorAliero remarked
that where the open space/
green strip adjoins a public
or private development
(Govt. Orprivate,diplomatic,
NGO) such developer shall
be given the right of first
refusalwhile common space
adjoining more than one
property, shall be developed
for the common good of
those concerned.

He stressed that the exco
lTI session banned the
introduction of building
structures and garden
furniture' in open spaces or
green strips as well as
commercialactivities.

He noted that
enhancement/maintenance
of the areas shall be subject
to applicationforpermitfrom
Department of Parks and
Recreation which on
payment of stipulated
amount by the property
ownerwill specifynecessary
enhancement/maintenance
guidelines.

embarkments at the 6th and
11th water intakes, the
problemof lackofrawwater
for treatment would be a
thing of the past.

Commenting also, the
Project Manager, Bagwai
Irrigation Scheme being
handled by Dantata and
Sawoe,Mr. Salvatore Spoto
stated that emergency
measures would be taken
after which a design for the
permanent solution to the
problem would be prepared.

Mr. Salvatore Spoto
added that the designwould
incorporate silt traps that·
would make the raw water
flowmore efficiently and its
cost-effective treatment.

at all seasons.
Alhaji Ibrahim Garba

expressed satisfaction that
the construction firm had
already mobilised to. site,
adding that within two
weeks the first phase of the
project wouldbe completed.

On his part, the General
Manager, Production at the
state Water Board, Alhaji
Abdullahi Ibrahim Nashe
saidthat theprojectwas long
over-due as it would ensure
the constant supply of 110
million liters per day of raw
water to.the Challawawater
treatment plants.

AlhajiAbdullahiIbrahim
Nashe assured that with the
construction o.f,' the

IFromHassan A Karofi, Kano I

measures would be taken to.
improve the supply of raw
water to the treatment plants,
all year round,

He explained that the
recent water shortage
experiencedin someparts of
the state capital was due to
the collapse of the
temporary embarkment at
the ChallawaRiver.

The commissioner
stated that the state
government had now
contracted Dantata and
Sawoe to construct modem
embarkments that would
guarantee raw water inflow
to the water treatment plants

A s part of its efforts
to ensure
uninterrupted raw

water supply to the
Challawa water treatment
plants, the Kano State
government will soon
constructmodem rawwater
intakes at the Challawa
River.

The state
Commissioner of Projects
Monitoringand Evaluation,
Alhaji Ibrahim Garba
disclosed this while
inspectingthe 6thChallawa
rawwater intakeat the river
side.

Alhaji Ibrahim Garba
announced that both
remedial and permanent

grey area corlfrontin
prepare the YOl.!;lfS nUlnd,$. fOtjij;ftlttU!e ol).all¢p.gesiaru1iJrnalk:e
sure that they tuplolft t()/ber~s:pOJQ.slll)~ecitizeJ~$
He discouraged'iherii .ttom reamag
examination.bvttrather· to internalise whatever they have
been ta1;1ghtasthey will need it in.future on the field and
site.

He said thathis institute is working on early guidance
and counselling. to. ensure that only those who love tbe
courseare admitted to study it.He regrettedthatsometimes
people who'dopC\t haye interest is pushed to Karu residents staring inanxiety at a bulldozer ready to commence demolition. Pic: Mustapha Suleiman
read the co y. . Quo ~------------~~----~------------~--------------------------------~---------

'themplacehle tMtlne Kano to construct raw water intake at Challawa River
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Nigeria must act fast to put
inmeasuresthatwouldhalt
the total destruction of the
nation's environment.

She also called on all
stakeholders to join the
government to control the
effect of climate change,
remarking that the
government cannot do it
alone. (NAN)

"A farmer in the village
would not understand why
he will put in so much, yet
the harvest remains
minimal. "A man in the
village will not understand
why the sudden rain fall
would become a flood and
wash away his house," she
said, adding all these are
effects of climate change.

She however said that

the of the green house
emission, positing that the
heavy polluters of the
environment are the
developed world.

She advised that all
tiers of government in the
country should urgently
address the likely effects of
climate change on the
citizenry so as to prevent
future ecological disasters.

developed world.
. Bent said that the

effects of climate change
would be more on the
African countries than the
developed world, as the
later possess the
technology to handle the
situation.

The senator said that
African counties presently
contribute 2.5 per cent of

atmospheric conditions.
"The climate change
commission would serve
as a regulatory and
monitoring body of the
day-to-day weather
conditions," she said.

Accordingto her,it will
also be able to anticipate
and predict unpleasant
climatic happenings as
obtainable in the

C hairman, Senate
Commi-ttee on
Environment,

Senator Grace Bent, has
stressed the need for the
creation of a Climate
ChangeCommission.

She said in Abuja
weekend that the
Commission, when
created, would tackle the
constant challenges in

Senator seeks climate change commission

The epicenter was about
300km (185miles)frompart
ofthe Kuril Islands.

The territory, disputed
between Russia and Japan,
is sparsely populated. An
officialpopulationfigurewas
not immediately available.
(CNN)

which struck at 12:24 a.m.
ET,according to the Pacific
Tsunami Warning Center.
But a quake of that size
could create smaller
tsunamis that could cause
.damage within 100
kilometers (62miles) of the
quake's epicenter.

A 6.9-magnitude
earthquake struck
just east of the

Kuril Islands in the Pacific
Ocean early Tuesday, the
U.S. Geological Survey
reported.

No major tsunami was
expected from the quake,

Strong quake rattles Pacific islands

Environmental pollution: Industries get
May 6 deadline to enforce standards
T he . Nati onal IFrom Hassan AKarofi, KanfJ c~rrosive I?-aterials, some

en VIr 0 n men t ' J withchromiumthatarevery
standards and stipulated by, the law' she toxic and some of the

regulations enforcement added. wastes were used as
agency NESREA has given Soyombowho described fertilizers and end up in our
industries up to May 6th to the trend as unfortunate and farms with devastating
construct secondary water responsible for fatal health consequences' she said
treatment plants or face hazards said the agency Chairmanof thetanner's
sanctions. decidedto giveall industries council of Nigeria Alhaji

The director inspection in the countryup toMay 6th Lawal Sule Garo said the
and enforcement of the to provide waste treatment council is concerned about
agency Mrs Ronke plants or face sanctions. the developmentand added
Soyombo disclosed this 'Very soon we will that already they are
during an inspection tour of conduct pre-assessment workinginconjunctionwith
tanneries in Kano on visit to see how they are the tanners to comply with
Tuesday. complyingandanydefaulter the regulations on waste

She said the agency would be sanctioned management in the interest
decided to inspect tanneries according to the level of his of the people. '
in the state after a report offence' she added In one of the
carried out in 2008 indicates The director revealed a companies,Unique tannery
that most industries pollute meeting of the all the chief engineerMrNiaz
their environment through stakeholders comprising of Aliwho conductedthe team
the release of toxic waste relevant industrialistswould round said very soon the
without taking proper be converged to discuss, company will commission
measures. ways of preserving the its waste treatment plant

'A year ago we realized environmentandpreventing the biggest inAfrica.
that industries mostly the release of poisonous He said adequate
tannery groups pollute the chemical wastes into the measures are being taken to
environment most because society. ensure compliancewith the
they refused to treat their 'You find that some of regulations and safety of
water treatment plants as these wastes contains the environment.

Daily Trust, Wednesday, April 8, 2009 .

The streets of .boj. _rewell beotified with orange petals. • P;e Afola'; So(Und, Nigeria makes case for Africa on environment issues
AEPB gets new DIrector NigeriahaSintew~ned I By Nasir Imam I have a stake in hig~er

on behalf of African energy consumptron
states in the global Committee and the pattern like the Western

Dr. Abubakar I By Sikiru M. Jimoh I to the media last Thursday, debate on sustainability by OrganizingCommitteeofthe society, in a world whose
. Shehu. Yabo, a , , the PublicRelationsOfficer making a clarion call for Vancouver 2010 Winter resourcebase is limited,and

civilengineer,was Pollution, Ministry of of the board, Mr Samuel R. Euro-Americato take amore Olympics at the Canada not elastic.
on March 19 appointed as Transport,; Asst General Musa, said the new director critical view of the issues at Place, Vancouver City, While proffering
di cc. . f Ab . . is a versatile human stake. Canada. solutions, the Highirector arrairs 0 uja Manager, Environmental A statement from Habu Making the call during Commissioner urged the
Environmental Protection Pollution Control; resources manager whose A. Gwani Ibrahim,Minister the plenary session of the West to reckon with the
Board(AEPB). Beforehis supervisor and monitor of past managerialexperiences (Information),Nigeria High Conference, the High objectiveneeds and anxiety
new appointment, Eng. Lifting and procedures off- will be of immense Commission Commissionernoted that the of African states over the
Yabo was an Assistant shore of Nigeria Ports significance to the board. In Canada, the call was Western Countries seemed issuesof climatechange.He

made by the High not to realize that the advocated for a concertedGeneral Manager Authority He was appointed to' C .. f'Ni . bl d. omrmssioner 0 igena to currently global economic sustaina e strategy, an
Environment and Pollution' Before his return to the replace the former director Canada, Professor crisis and the quest for warned that as long as
Control with the Nigerian board to assume duty as the EngineerKennethN. Okafor Iyorwuese Hagher, who greater standards on Western efforts to reduce
PortsAuthority (NPA)staff newdirectoronMarch30,he who has been redeployed representedthe Government sustainability is not only emissions and carbon
of the Nigerian Ports was the head of department .to Transport Secretariat of Nigeria during the 8th because of crisis in liquidity, footprint is out of limited
Authority (NPA). He f d Department of the Federal World Conference on Sport mortgages and stocks alone, self interest and not all

o soli waste management and Environment, held but becauseNigeria,African inclusive of global
equally held the office of of the board. Capital Territory recently under the aegis of states and the developing concerns,sustainabilitywill
Asst Director Marine Disclosed in an address Administration(FCTA). the International Olympic world are fast emerging to ' be unattainable.
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The relevance ofbnilding insurance I

W ith the collapse of two buildings in Lagos within
the space of a week, one would think that the long
overdue compulsory building insurance should

be fast-tracked so that the aim of checking' same will be
achieved. Itwas reported that as a result of the collapse of
a four-storey building in Idi- Araba area of Lagos in March
which resulted inunnecessary loss of lives and wastage of
several million naira worth of property. the Lagos State
government had reaffirmed its decision to hold landlords of
collapsed buildin~ respotlSibI~'andensure they taee the
wrath onaw, if such sh6u1d occur again. .' .

It was furthet:, d!~cl():>ed th;tt .govemment wpuld
.confiscate such properties. This.is inaddition to thestep it
c took to mark out some defeetive buildings and the
subsequent seal off to stop ~ oecm:rences. in ~.

Until the lastc:ount,at least itwasnot leSs than llpebple
thathad been reportedly dead whilc21 people ttiathad been;
rescued from the rubbles were receiving treatQl.ent'i!tl:!oth.·
government andprivate hospitals within tfk stitte..· , ,

Kudos :to ~ Lagos State, goyernment fii ~ qUick,
. intervention inrescuing the victims 3Dd its efforts inensuring
that such occurrence becomes a thing of the ~

In some cases. it was learnt that govenunent biId gone
to the extent ofpayifigibe hospital bills. sympa1hised With,
relatives of the victims;

The . is w-}lathappens to the relatiVes of the'
h "icliiwn"c....,I•.n eventuanylost therr lives in theincident? Some
oftbese vi~jms were the breadwinners of their families. If
government had paid for me hospital bill of some rescued
victims, who were permanently disabled during the incidents
and might no more be :usefid fQl themselves, wPat happens
.to their children in schools?

What about the several million naira worth of property
that were damaged? Some of these victims, investigation
revealed, died of hypertension on fheirsick bed as a result
of pnni::cessary imaginatioq of ho~,to start again. Itwill be
recalled tb:at it is not only buildings that collapse in Lagos,
but fire had caused a lot of havoc also, wliere both young
and old lives had been wasted.

This was what necessitated the implementation of the
sections 64 and 65 of..,insUl'8l1,ceAct 2004 which made it
mandatory for all persons constructing any building that
hasmore thantwo floors to insure their liability in respect of
censtruction risks caused by their negligence or that of their
servants, agents or consultants leading to bodily injqry or
loss. of life or damage to property of any worlc:manon the
site.

The Commissioner for Insurance and fhe boss' of
Natio.q~l~e c:ommission (NAICOM), MtFolaDanieI,
who hqd been commended at several fora by stakeholders
Forbis commitment to the growth of insurance awareness in
Nigeria through prompt payment of claims in case of any
unforeseen' circumstance, had promised greater impetus to
these sections of the Insurance Act.

Recently, he reaffirmed the commitment .of the
commission to the re-faunch Of compulsory insurance of
public buildings by launching a\fresq campaign in Lagos
after the same had been done in Abyja last year.

Obviously, now is the time,for thebommission to expedite
action and launch the compulsory' insurance of public
building with strict enforcement. \ '

One can only imagine several lives that had been cut
short and brilliant chaps that had been denied ofproper
education just because the breadwinner lost his live in
building collapse.

,I
obstructing; , I

hindering or any manner restrictmg the free /
movementandlibehy of the claimants from their buildings,
homes and offices pending the hearing ll"nd final
determination of the substantive suit.
, One of the residents, Ebun-Olu Adegboruwa, in a 43
paragraph affidavit in support of themotion on notice averred
that most of them (residents/property owners) bought the
land from the land owners and developed same, where they
have lived for years with their [amities.
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government had realised the
value of land resources and
gone ahead to introduce
reforms in land use system.

This, together with the
re-organisation of the state's
land related agencies, he
said, had impacted on the
state and enabled it to
translate into an industrial
hub, thereby empowering
the people and recording an
influx of industries in the
state.

He noted that with those
developments on ground,
there had been an
unprecedented pressure on
land in the state just as many
investors had made Ogun
State their destination of
choice,

internally generated revenue
of the state.

"The state was not
presented in a way that
could attract investors to·
take advantage of the
abundant land resources
and, strategic location. In
those days of yore, demand
was low as hardly anyone
wanted to come here despite
the immense difficulties of
securing land from our
southern neighbour.

"Thus, prior to 2003, it
was doubtful that anyone
paid up to Nlmillion for a
standard plot of land
anywhere in Ogun state.
Today, the story is very
different," he said.

He stated that his

strategic location of the
state, the government,
through the state Bureau of
Lands and Survey, gathered
the who is who within and
outside the state, who met
at the Valley View Hall to
deliberate on the way
"forward. Speaking at the
occasion, Governor Gbenga
Daniel stated that before his
administration came to
power six years ago, the state
lacked the necessary
framework and process for
tapping into its natural asset
for the good of the people,'

"Our precious land was
regarded as just a piece of
earth and little value was
placed on it as a veritable
means of enhancing the

The place ofIand inthe
income generation
and development

efforts of the Ogun State has
been put at high premium
rating, even as participants
in the first Gateway Lands
Forum agreed that there was
much to be tapped from the
sector in future
development of the State.

Real estate development,
they said, hold the direction
of development in the state
which recently launched its
regional development plan,
Which also emphasised the
road map, to future
development, giving the
clear direction on land use
in the state.

Recognising the

We have introduced land reforms in Ogun -Daniels

. HeregrettedthatNIESV property asset for that
had not utilised the matter," he said.
opportunity presented by He condemned the
IVSC membership by attempt by those he caDed
informing those requiring "half baked, amateurish
valuation services in the professionals and valuation
country of the members. illiterates" who want the
This,he said, had made them country to believe that their
lose a lot of businesses that own form of engineering
should come to them valuation and analysis is
through lawyers, engineers; the same thing' as the
and architects. valuation 'of plants and

He restated the fact that machinery to determine the
itwas only registered estate economic worth.
surveyors and valuers that Earlier, the chairman of
were authentic in matters of the Lagos State Branch, Dr.
valuation in Nigeria and.> Joshua Patunla-Ajayi said
globaUy as IVSC admitted the MCPD programme had
the Estate Surveyors and become necessary
Valuers Board of Nigeria as considering the need for the
a member. . principle and practice to faD

"Despite the noise in line with what is
making attempts by some acceptable globaDy.
so-called engineer-valuers "There is a need for
to mislead unsuspecting generally acceptable
Nigerian public, theNigerian 'standard in content and
Society of Engineers (NSE), format which our clients
is not a member of the both national and
International Valuation international will accept as
Standards Committee' and plain in our demonstration
the NSE is not recognised by of professionalism that
the IVSC for the valuation of reflect global concord," he
plants and machinery or any said.

million later found its way to
Lagos, Nigeria, at a cost of
$48million.

This valuation, which
ought to be in the negative,
he said, later led some
officials ofENRON and the
valuers and some bankers
who helped them in criminal
convictions.

He commended the
institution for coming up
with national valuation
standards, but that it was no
longer enough iIithe face of

. globalisation where the
growth of cross -border
financial dealiIi~s call for
valuation standards that are
applicable, understood,
accepted and trusted
globally.

He pointed out the
importance ofIVSC, saying
that it was a unique valuation
body with global spread and
approved by such bodies as
the United Nations, the
World Bank, International
Finance Corporation,
governments of 167
countries and accounting
institutions globally.

Nigerian Institution
.ofEstate Surveyors
and Valuers

(NIESV) has been charged
to ensure that its members
do not neglect the demands
of the International
Valuation Standards
Committee (IVSC)
requirements and guidance
notes in valuations they
carry out in the country.

A fellow of the
institution, Mr. MA.BeUo,
gave the call at a one-day
Mandatory Continuing
Development (MCPD) held
in Lagos recently by the
Lagos State branch of the
institution..

According to him,
valuations made in the
country might be used for
Gross border investment
transactions, which are
common in globalisation
these takes days,

He cited the example of
the ENRON Independent
Power Project (IPP) in
Lagos. The ENRON
turbines earlier rejected in
Philippines at a cost of$12

Estate surveyors prepare members for global practice
The Royal Livingstone Express railway across the Victoria Falls
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initiators, the executioners, the supervisors and the
certifiers." This is at a time workers or what is left of them
after their decimation by SAP are being told that raising the
country's minimum wage can only make matters worse.
Among the most important features of SAP is its

advocacy of privatization and deregulation of the economy.
These two sides of a coin are said to be necessary te attract
foreign investment which, in tum, is also, said to be
necessary for the development of poor countries like
Nigeria. The most frequently touted proof of this connection
between foreign investment and development has been the
so-called Marshall Plan for Europe's recovery after World
War II.
In truth, the role of the Marshall Plan in Europe's recovery

has been grossly exaggerated, to say the least. And there is
no better proof of this than the words of Mr. Alan

Greenspan, the longest serving and
arguably the most influential governor
ofAmerica's central bank, the American
Reserve Bank. .

"Conventional wisdom" he said, in
his 2007 auto-biography, The Age of
Turbulence, "credits the Marshall Plan
for Europe's recovery. I do not doubt
that the Marshall Plan helped, but it was
too small to account for the remarkable
dynamics of the postwar recovery. I
would regard the freeing ofthe product
and financial markets in 1948 by West
German economics director Ludwing
Erhard as by far the more important spur
to the postwar recovery of Western
Europe".
What Greenspan failed to add was

that in freeing West Germany's economy
from government diktat the Germans '
pursued a policy that discouraged the
kind of inequality that the "neo­

conservative economic policies of President Ronald Reagan
inflicted on America, and eventually on the rest of the world,
beginning from 1980. Today's global economic meltdown
can be traced to those policies.
Equity, it has been shown by many of the World's leading

economists including Nobel laureates Joseph Stiglitz and
Paul Krugman, is not merely ethics but sound economics.
In his 2005 critic of Greenspan, titled Greenspan's Fraud:
How two Decades ofRis Policies Have Undermined the
Global Economy, the economist Ravi Batra, demonstrated
how historically the American economy - and indeed the
Japanese and German economies - grew during those
periods when the wage-gap was narrow and shrank anytime
the gap widened.

This, he argued, is because wages are the main source of
demand while productivity is the main source of supply
and if wages and productivity grew hand ill' hand, the
macro-economy was guaranteed to grow without consumer
or public borrowing.
"A rising wage gap," he said, "creates exponential growth .....

in debt which in turri generates exponential rise in profits
leading to the share price bubble. Inevitably growth slows
so that the demand-supply gap rises to the surface; profits
plummet and stock markets collapse".

Clearly this is what is now happening to the world's
economy including ours. True, our own economy may differ
from the developed ones in that it suffers from low
productivity but this had come about less from any
inadequacies in the labour force than from the decay of our
critical infrastructure like electricity, water supply and
transportation.

What all this means is that we must re-examine our
acceptance of Structural Adjustment Programme in all its
disguises. Contrary to what the apostles of free-markets
tell us, the problem really has never been the size 0
government but on whose behalf it intervenes in
economy. Big or small, the government that intervenes
make the rich richer and the poor poorer, as those
subscribed to the Washington Consensus have done, is
government that is incapable of creating the greatest
for the greatest number of its subjects - and this, i.e. the
greatest good for the greatest number, is much more
important than merely growing into one of the world's 20
leading economies eleven years hence.
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Benitez: Ferguson talks too much

ComparingBayern's quest to that of hte WestGermany team
thatfacedthemightyHungariansinthe 1954 World

CupFinal,Rummeniggeevidentlyfeelshisteam
willbe up againstit.
"It is almost an impossible mission, '&lit

through experience we know that in football
miraclesand surprisesexist," he told the club's
officialwebsite.

"In Berne In 1954, in the final, there was a
team that everyoneexpected to lose by many
goals, but they carneout as championsof the
world."

Bayernwerebeaten5-1 at theweekendby
Wolfsburgand Rummenigge claims that the
clubcan donothingandthat the onus ison the
team to bounceback.

, "Wehave sufferednow fortwo daysandwewill try to standup
againwhenwefaceBarcelona,"hesaid.

l-HeinzRumrneniggebelievesthat BayemMunichwill
eedamiracleto beatBarcelonaonWednesdayeveningin
e first legof their ChampionsLeaguetie. In a bid to put

thepressureontheCatalanoutfit,theGermanclub'sdirectorgeneral
statedthat theBlaugranaareplayingsowellthathissidefacea very
difficulttask.

Rummenigge: Beating Barca
almostmission impossible
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r-----------------, :The road to 20:202
IOf all the six papers billed for delivery at last week's 5'hJ All Nigerian Editors Conference in Kaduna, perhaps

the most topical, considering the theme of the
conference - "Vision 2020, Economic Growth and the
Nigerian Editor" - was the second paper whose topic was
"What It Takes to Be among the 20 Most Developed
Economies in the World." Idon't know about the paper's
three discussants that included this reporter, but the Guild
couldn't have picked a more appropriate gentleman than
the Governor of the Central Bank ofNigeria (CBN) to deliver
the paper, ifonly because the business of finance has been
widely regarded as the chief villain in the unfolding drama
of the crash of the world's highly integrated economy.
Alas the session with Professor Chukwuma Charles

Soludo turned into a no show because he could not come
and, according to the organizers, he did not want, to send
anyone to present the paper on his behalf. And so it was­
that the conference missed what would have been a
somewhat perfect economic complement to the opening
remarks by the chairman of the opening session, ChiefSegun
Osoba, former governor ofOgun State, who spoke at some
length on how to end the election rigging that has bedeviled
our politics since Independence in 1960 and which, in tum,
has made the transparency in
governance necessary for economic
development impossible.
As I said on these pages last week,

any talk of Nigeria being counted among
afa Benitezhas launchedanotherattackonSirAlexFerguson the world's top 20 economics 11 years
by claimingthat theManchesterUnitedmanageris running hence is nothing but a pipe dream, given
cared of Liverpool.As the race for thePremierLeagueand the enormity of the work that has to be

UEFAChampionsLeaguetitlesentersa crucialphase,the Spaniard done coupled with the serious deficit in
accusedhis Red Devils counterpartof "talkingtoo much" before the commitment and competence of
adding:"Ijust thinkhe isa littlebit scared." those to lead us to the Promised Land.
It is the second time this season that Benitez.has had a dig at Even then we can head in the right

Ferguson, whose United sidenowhavea one-pointleadover direction if only we can give priority to
LiverpoolatthePremier ..- - League summit.Back in January, four sectors, namely, education, energy,
he accusedhis rival0 playing mind games, saying security of life and property, and
Fer gus 0 n "complainedabouteverything". agriculture, but, even more importantly,
Now,on the eve of Liverpool's Champions if our public policies and conduct will

League quarter- final,firstlegwithEnglish be guided by transparency and equity.
rivals Chelsea at Anfield, Benitezhas had President Umaru Yar'adua's much-
another go at veteranScottishmanager. touted Seven Point Agenda contain
''He likes to too much about the these sectors, except perhaps
othersteams," Benitez. "I don't play education, but anyone with even half
mind games. I think he is a little bit an eye can see that, as with virtually all previous regimes,
scared." Yar'adua's has talked more about the virtues of transparency
Fergusondid his best to up the ante ahead and equity than practiced them. .

ofthistiebysaying,afterUnited'sdramatic3-2 winoverAstonVIlla Worse, all too often, it has preached one thing and done
last weekend,thatwhoeverwontheChampionsLeagueduelbetween the exact opposite. One obvious example of this mismatch
LiverpoolandChelsea,whoare fourpointsoffthetopoftheEnglish between talk and action was contained in his address to
table,wouldbethedefendingchampions'closestchallengersfortheir the Guild conference read on his behalf by his Minister of
domestictitle. State for Information and Communication, Alhaji Ikra Aliyu

Relaxed McIlroy rea'dy for Masters Bilbis. "My abiding guiding philosophy," he said, "is that
II government should stay focused on service delivery andm ingstarRoryMcIlroybelievesheiscapableofchallenging refrain from propaganda knowing that what counts at the

or victory on his Masters debut this week. McIlroy says end of the day is what the people see and not what they are
e is "just out to enjoymyself' at Augusta but insistshis told".

relaxedapproachand lackofexperiencedoesnotmeanthat hewill Yet this same government recently embarked on a re-
not contend. branding campaign aimed at telling Nigerians why they
"If I cango out andplay thewayIhavebeen playing,there's no should feel good about themselves and their country in

reasonwhy I can't go and try and win it," the Northern Irishman spite of the fact that, all these decades, government after
told BBC Sport. government have raised their expectations only to shatter
"Idon't have the bad thoughtsor any negatives to think back them.

on." If the damage the absence of transparency in public policy
Mcllroy soaked up the Masters atmosphere during his first and conduct has done to this country is glaringly obvious,

officialpracticeroundonMondayandhewasamazedat thesizeof the same can hardly be said of the absence of equity in the
thegalleriessoearlyin theweek. land. And the introduction of the so-called "Washington

"It's only Monday but there were 30,000 or 40,000 people consensus" - the one-pill-cures-all economic prescription
aroundthegolfcourse.It's greatto be here and I'm just of the IMF, the World Bank and the American Treasury all
goingto enjoy everyminute of it." based in Washington DC - more than two decades ago,
McIlroy has only five professional has brought nothing but inequity among the country's

events in the US but he already a big population.
name on the PGATour. The Structural Adjustment Programme of this consensus

McIlroy said he would love to in its many disguises has been promoted as the only cure
Woods in the final group on r for our economic problems. Instead it has merely succeeded
Sunday. in creating a huge disparity in income between the privileged
"Itwouldbeanoccasionthat and wealthy few in the country and the vast impoverished

youwouldrelish,"hesaid. masses. The most obvious manifestation of this disparity,
"That's what you've though by no means the worst, is the way our elected

practisedso hard foryourwhole politicians have voted mindboggling salaries and
life,to be able t? play.in the final allowances for themselves and also budgeted hefty sums
group ?f a major WIththe best =" for so-called "Constituency Projects" in which legislators,
player In the world." , as the Nigerian Tribune (April 7) pointed out, are "the
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