
 N200 
Vol. 57, No. 39 48

P A G E S

Wednesday, January 18, 2023
Jumada Al Akhir 25, 1444 AH www.dailytrust.com

Photos: Aso Rock Villa

  President Buhari (second right) with President of Mauritania Mohamed Ould Ghazouani, President of the 
Forum for Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies, Shaykh Abdallah Bin Bayyah and Secretary General of Abu Dhabi 
Forum for Promoting Peace H. E. Sheikh Al Mahfoudh Bin Bayyah as he receives Award for Strengthening Peace 
in Africa from Abu Dhabi Peace Forum in Mauritania yesterday

INEC to 
conduct ‘mock
accreditation’ 
ahead of polls

Paris Club refunds: 
Court summons 
Emefi ele over 
$53m judgment 
debt

Youths burn 
Niger police 
station to
protest Catholic 
priest’s killing

Vigilantes 
injure bride’s 
eye during 
wedding party

P 16>>

P  12>>

P 6>>

P 24>>

STILL IN CAPTIVITY 11 SCHOOLGIRLS OF FGC, BIRNIN YAURI
DAYS
582 1 STUDENT OF BETHEL BAPTIST HIGH  SCHOOL, KUJAMA

DAYS
554

P 13 >>>RACE TO NASS
Eti-Osa: Obanikoro’s son,
Banky W set for replay battle

Nigeria to raise 
N400bn per month 
through bond sales

PAGE 21>>

UN, ECOWAS 
warn Nigeria against 
election violence

Mass resignation 
hits BBC 
Hausa

PAGE 5>> PAGE 16>>

Page  4>>>Says terrorism fi nanciers want to split Nigeria

We spent $1bn to retrieve 
territories – Buhari

Boko Haram:



LAGOS EDITIONLAGOS EDITION

Wednesday, January 18, 2023
Jumada Al Akhir 25, 1444 AH

 N200 
Vol. 57, No. 38www.dailytrust.com 48

P A G E S

Photos: Aso Rock Villa

  President Buhari (second right) with President of Mauritania Mohamed Ould Ghazouani, President of the 
Forum for Promoting Peace in Muslim Societies, Shaykh Abdallah Bin Bayyah and Secretary General of Abu Dhabi 
Forum for Promoting Peace H. E. Sheikh Al Mahfoudh Bin Bayyah as he receives Award for Strengthening Peace 
in Africa from Abu Dhabi Peace Forum in Mauritania yesterday

INEC to 
conduct ‘mock
accreditation’ 
ahead of polls

Paris Club refunds: 
Court summons 
Emefi ele over 
$53m judgment 
debt

Youths burn 
Niger police 
station to
protest Catholic 
priest’s killing

Vigilantes 
injure bride’s 
eye during 
wedding party

P 16>>

P  12>>

P 6>>

P 24>>

STILL IN CAPTIVITY 11 SCHOOLGIRLS OF FGC, BIRNIN YAURI
DAYS
582 1 STUDENT OF BETHEL BAPTIST HIGH  SCHOOL, KUJAMA

DAYS
554

P 13 >>>RACE TO NASS
Eti-Osa: Obanikoro’s son,
Banky W set for replay battle

Nigeria to raise 
N400bn per month 
through bond sales

PAGE 21>>

UN, ECOWAS 
warn Nigeria against 
election violence

Mass resignation 
hits BBC 
Hausa

PAGE 5>> PAGE 16>>

Page  4>>>Says terrorism fi nanciers want to split Nigeria

We spent $1bn to retrieve 
territories – Buhari

Boko Haram:



RAIN RAIN SHOWERPARTIALLY CLOUD PARTIALLY CLOUD PARTIALLY CLOUD

Wednesday, January 18, 2023PAGETWO

  An overloaded 
motorbike in Mararaba, 

Nasarawa State yesterday

AFRICAN SAYINGS

“You always learn a lot more when you lose 
than when you win”

Source: BBC collection of listeners’  proverbs

KANOABUJA KADUNA MAIDUGURI JOS SOKOTO IBADAN ENUGU P/HARCOURT LAGOS
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It is not the strongest of the 
species that survives, nor the most 
intelligent; it is the one that is most 
adaptable to change

– Charles Darwin
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Cry Freedom  

Repression and resistance: How new generation 
challenges African autocrats and international allies  
‘It’s your man who did this!’ shouts 

a woman at a village meeting in 
Nakuru County, Kenya. She is fi lmed 
by Kenyan journalists as she points at 

another woman, a supporter of a powerful 
local politician known for associating with 
gangsters. In the run-up to the Kenyan 
elections of August 2022, fi ve women in this 
area were raped and murdered and their 
bodies set alight. According to the Kenyan 
documentary Ganglands, for which this 
meeting was fi lmed, the villagers suspect an 
intimidation campaign by criminals to ‘force 
the public to either vote for specifi c candidates 
or not to leave their home altogether’, as a 
former gang member interviewed in the 
documentary puts it.  

Violent intimidation during elections has 
been rife for years in Kenya, where political 
offi  ce means joining a ruling elite with access 
to signifi cant wealth and power and ambitious 
politicians need to get their votes in one way 
or another. In 2022, however, the scare tactics 
seem to have been less successful than before. 
Th ough a staunch establishment fi gure still 
won the presidency, a record number of 
independent candidates were also elected; 
among them was a newcomer from Nakuru 
County, who was elected despite the gangsters’ 
tactics by voters who decided they’d had 
enough.  

Rising protest  
Resistance against autocratic leaders and 

the parties they head, as well as a rejection 
of the oppression of political opposition, is 
growing not just in Kenya. A new investigation 
covering Kenya, Uganda, Cameroon, 
Nigeria and Zimbabwe found that in each of 
these countries an overwhelmingly young 
population who are urbanised, aware and 
social media savvy, are staking a claim to their 
futures. Th ey’re vocally fed up with the lack 
of development and freedom, as well as the 
patronage systems that only benefi t a political 
elite. Th ey are also increasingly demanding 
that their leaders’ foreign development 
partners look more critically at who and what 
they’re actually supporting.   

In Cameroon, for example, where a small 
clique centred around 89-year-old dictator 
Paul Biya’s clan has diverted hundreds of 
millions of dollars of COVID-19 relief funds 
into cronies’ pockets, civil society has formally 
requested the International Monetary Fund 
not to grant new loans until previous cash is 
accounted for. Such international solidarity, 
they say, is needed because demands for 
accountability within the country itself 
are usually met with harsh action by the 
security forces and the state itself. Not only 
are outspoken opponents and critics subject 
to mass arrests, abductions and torture, but 
even state offi  cials who try to fl ag corruption 
and protect health budgets fi nd themselves 
blocked or punished.  

Th e doctors were transferred for ‘sticking 
their nose where it doesn’t belong’  

ZAM’s Cameroon team spoke to two 
doctors working in the state health department 
who both described being removed from 
audits and transferred away as revenge for 
‘sticking their nose where it doesn’t belong’. 
One of the doctors, Albert Ze, experienced 
multiple threats and break-ins before fi nally 
being transferred to a remote offi  ce in a 
confl ict zone where armed separatist rebels 
are known to attack civil servants of the 
central state. Despite being forced to live apart 
from his wife and children for their safety, 
‘Dr Ze’ continues to use his Twitter account 

to demand accountability from Cameroon’s 
leaders. Th is is more than can be said for the 
IMF, which turned a deaf ear to protestors and 
granted Cameroon another loan.  

Th e thugs were ‘acting on instruction’  
Similar demands come from Nigeria, 

where anti-corruption activist Olarenwu Suraj 
and his wife were both badly beaten during a 
targeted attack on their home. Th e attackers 
told their victims that they were ‘acting on 
instruction’, a sign of political motivation. 
Suraj later told reporter Th eophilus Abbah 
that ‘the international community should do 
more in terms of ex-communicating those 
with poor human rights records from the 
comity of nations.’   

Zimbabwe, meanwhile, has recorded 
close to two thousand cases of intimidation 
and assault by groups of governing party 
supporters countrywide in 2022 alone. Th ere, 
opposition and civil society also continue 
to appeal to the international community 
for support, while the state continues to try 
to choke off  all funding and support to their 
organisations and activities. ‘I have spoken to 
other journalists, young ones, who are afraid 
of touching corruption stories because you 
can get harassed, or your camera can be taken 
away. It would be good if someone could say, 
‘No, this is wrong, we’re going to give them 
another camera. […] Just to step in whenever 
they lose something or their constitutional 
rights are not respected,’ says journalist 
Hopewell Chin’ono to ZAM’s reporter Brezh 
Malaba.   

Cybercrimes  
Th e arsenal of oppressive laws used to jail 

outspoken critics in Zimbabwe now includes 
everything from ‘public incitement’ and 
‘disturbing the peace’ to ‘communicating false 
statements’, ‘undermining or insulting the 
President’ and a ‘cyber crimes’ bill that allows 
digital surveillance of, and possible charges 
against, internet users. Such ‘cybercrime’ 
laws have proliferated in all fi ve investigated 
countries in the past decade, possibly as a 
response to an increasingly online population 

the most basic humanitarian sectors’.  
Lucrative contracts  
In Kenya, many in civil society worry 

that the Western appetite for lucrative 
infrastructure and mineral contracts may 
result in a hesitancy for donor nations to 
fund organisations that agitate for democracy, 
good governance and an end to human rights 
abuses. ‘Priorities seem to have changed’, says 
the leader of one civil society organisation, 
who asked to remain anonymous. ‘Several 
reports we compiled on misuse of public 
funds have been met with silence, very little 
action and reduced funding.’ Asked why 
he thinks this is so, he replies that Western 
partner countries ‘are more concerned about 
doing business with the Kenyan government’ 
nowadays, especially ‘with regard to contracts 
that might otherwise go to China and the East’.  

Certain NGOs have been fl agged as 
‘terrorists’  

Donor support for grassroots organisations 
is furthermore in danger because of a crop of 
new money-laundering laws recently being 
passed across the continent, including in the 
fi ve countries covered by this investigation. 
Th ese laws are designed to stem the fl ow 
of funds that might in the past have found 
their way to terrorist organisations, which is 
why the G-20’s Financial Action Task Force 
(FATF) backed them. But several African 
governments have discovered that these same 
laws are remarkably well-suited for blocking 
foreign fi nancial support from reaching local 
NGOs. In 2021 in Uganda, for example, 
lawyer and human rights defender Nicholas 
Opiyo found himself arrested along with 
four of his colleagues aft er his legal charity, 
Chapter Four, received money from an 
external source.  

Th is is published in collaboration with 
ZAM Magazine in Th e Netherlands: 
h t t p s : / / w w w. z a m m a g a z i n e . c o m /
investigations/1569-cry-freedom-trends-of-
repression-and-resistance-in-five-african-
countries  

Continued on www.dailytrust.com

which fi nds its information, its voice and its 
community on the internet.  

Th is development has made the internet 
a whole new terrain of struggle. Nigeria 
and Uganda joined other African countries 
including Mozambique and Senegal in 
shutting down the internet completely to 
snuff  out protests. All fi ve countries in this 
investigation also acquired digital surveillance 
technology that enables the monitoring of 
smartphones and laptops. In all cases the 
snooping soft ware was purchased from Israeli 
companies. In Nigeria, journalists now even 
face possible ‘cyberstalking’ charges if they 
carry out background research on powerful 
politicians and their business associates via the 
internet.  

‘Stop paying our oppressors’ is the battle 
cry  

Frustrated by their states’ willingness to 
ignore or punish protest domestically, civil 
society activists in all fi ve of the countries 
in the investigation have found themselves 
increasingly directing their appeals towards 
international bodies like the IMF, the United 
Nations and development partners. ‘Stop 
paying our oppressor’, is the battle cry of 
Ugandan opposition leader and Afrobeat 
musician Bobi Wine. An audience of 
hundreds recently attended the screening 
of a documentary about his life at the Carré 
Th eatre in Amsterdam, cheering his protest 
songs about politics and the plight of the 
‘ghetto’.  

‘Stop giving money’ may be rather too 
simple as a slogan, however, since there is good 
reason to fear that the few services available 
to the Ugandan public would be the fi rst to 
disappear if donors pulled out; the same goes 
for the other countries in this investigation. 
Nevertheless, civil society activists in all fi ve 
countries have all sincerely asked western 
development partners to take a long hard look 
at what their money is really doing. Echoing 
similar demands made in Cameroon, fi ve 
Ugandan opposition leaders recently asked for 
aid to the country to be suspended ‘in all but 

A transnational investigation by Ngina Kirori, Emmanuel Mutaizibwa, Chief 
Bisong Etahoben, Elizabeth BanyiTabi, Theophilus Abbah and Brezh Malaba  
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By Muideen Olaniyi
 

President Muhammadu 
Buhari yesterday said 
Nigeria retrieved the 

swathes of territories from 
terrorists by investing over $1 
billion (N445bn offi  cial rate or 
N740 billion in the black market) 
to procure hard and soft ware 
weaponry from the United States 
and other friendly countries to 
carry out sustained operations 
against insurgency since 2015.

He said this while speaking at 
the African Conference for Peace, 
2023, in Nouakchott, Islamic 
Republic of Mauritania.

Buhari, who was honoured 
by the Abu Dhabi Peace Forum 
with the ‘Award for Strengthening 
Peace in Africa’, said there was 
a need to inculcate values and 
principles of tolerance and peace 
in educational institutions, 
particularly among the youth.

Our correspondent reports 
that at the start of 2015, Boko 
Haram controlled about 20 local 
government areas in Borno, 
Adamawa and Yobe states, 
forcing the then administration 
of Goodluck Jonathan to 
postpone the general elections 
by weeks, and when they were 
held, then presidential candidate 
Muhammadu Buhari won.

While the Jonathan 
administration recovered some of 
the LGAs, the new administration 
of Buhari, which was sworn-in on 
May 29, 2015, continued the fi ght 
against Boko Haram, which took 
arms against the Nigerian State in 
2009.

A 2021 report of the 
United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) said the 
insurgency-related confl icts 
claimed the lives of almost 350,000 
people in the northeastern part of 
the country up till the end 2020.

Th e report said insurgency 
directly resulted in the death of 
35,000 people in three states in 
the region, while an estimated 
314,000 people died “from 

indirect causes” in the entire 
North East region.

“Th e report estimates that 
through the end of 2020, the 
confl ict in the North East will 
have resulted in nearly 350,000 
deaths, with 314,000 of those 
from indirect causes,” the 
UNDP Resident Representative, 
Mohamed Yahya, said in a 
statement.

Th e statement gave the major 
highlights in the report entitled, 
‘Assessing the Impact of Confl ict 
on Development in North East 
Nigeria’.

According to Mr Yahya, the 
fi ndings in the report showed that 
“For each casualty caused directly 
by insurgency, an additional nine 
people, primarily children, have 
lost their lives due to a lack of food 
and resources - and more than 90 
per cent of confl ict-attributable 
deaths are of children under the 
age of fi ve.”

 
‘How to get enduring peace’ 

President Buhari in Mauritania 
urged leaders to place premium 
on youth development, with more 
seriousness and actionable ideas 
in promoting skill acquisitions, 
while discouraging idleness.

Th e president said idleness 
of youths and non-inclusion 
in discussing issues that 
shape their lives and the 
future portend liability for the 
continent, especially in religious 
fundamentalism and extremism.

Buhari, in a statement issued 
by his spokesman, Femi Adesina, 
said eff orts must be concretised 
towards the curtailment and 
possible prevention of the 
circulation of small arms and light 
weapons, as well as the festering 
of foreign fi ghters in the African 
continent.

Th e president called for the 
imperatives of the next Summit 
of the African Union to take a 
holistic review of the challenges 
that continue to linger in 
Libya with the hope of fi nding 

pragmatic African approach 
to resolving the over a decade-
old instability that made that 
country a safe-haven for all kinds 
of weapons and foreign fi ghters 
whose profound impacts stare all 
in the sub-regions and Africa.

“For us in Nigeria, we continue 
to engage bilaterally and 
multilaterally to comprehensively 
win the war against the Boko 
Haram insurgency and other 
related terror groups through 
kinetic and non-kinetic 
approaches.

“When I assumed power in 
2015, Boko Haram held about 
two-thirds of Borno State, half of 
Yobe State, and a couple of local 
government areas in Adamawa 
State, all in the North East of 
Nigeria.

“We have been able to retrieve 
these swathes of territories by 
investing over a $1 billion dollars 
to acquire hard and soft ware 
weaponry from the US and other 
friendly countries to carry out 

sustained operations against 
insurgency since 2015.

“Our armed forces and those of 
our partners in the Multinational 
Joint Task Force (consisting of 
Chad, Niger, Cameroon, Benin 
Republic and Nigeria), continue 
to demonstrate great bravery 
while paying the ultimate price in 
securing our collective freedom.” 

Buhari thanked the Abu Dhabi 
Forum for Peace under the 
tutelage and sterling leadership of 
Shaykh Abdallah Bin Bayyah, for 
the honour of nominating him 
as the recipient of the “African 
Award for Strengthening the 
Peace”.

In his remarks, the President 
of the Forum for Promoting 
Peace in Muslim Societies, 
Shaykh Bin Bayyah, said the 2023 
conference theme was based 
on the recommendations of the 
“Nouakchott Declaration” which 
aims to deconstruct the religious 
basis of extremist speeches 
and to limit violence based on 
religious arguments enshrined 
as a reference document in the 
African Vision for Peace at the 
33rd Summit of Heads of State of 
the African Union.

Welcoming African leaders and 
scholars to the peace conference, 
the president of Mauritania, 
Mohamed Ould Ghazouani, said 
the award was given to President 
Buhari for providing good 
leadership and promoting peace 
in a multi-ethnic, multicultural 
and multi-linguistic country 
like Nigeria, and extending his 
experience and wisdom to other 
African countries.

Meanwhile, Buhari also 
yesterday said “Boko Haram is 
false” and their fi nanciers only 
want to split the country with 
their support to the terrorist 
group.

He stated this when he met with 
the President of the Abu Dhabi 
Peace Forum, Shaykh Abdullah 
Bin Bayyah, at the sidelines of the 
African Conference for Peace, in 
Nouakchott, Mauritania.

We spent $1bn to retrieve territories – Buhari

  President, Mangu Local Government Area of Plateau Traditional Rulers Council, Mishkaham Mwaghavul, Da 
John Putmang (M), with the representative of Chief Medical Director, Jos University Teaching Hospital (JUTH) 
Dr Njem Miner (L), during the visit of President of Traditional Rulers to the victims of PDP supporters who were 
involved in accident when returning from political campaign in Jos on Tuesday. PHOTO: NAN

FG advises workers against sedentary 
lifestyles, launches fi tness centre
By Abbas Jimoh

Th e Federal Government has 
advised civil servants against 
sedentary lifestyles capable of 
making them to suff er mental 
and physical illness.

Th e Head of the Civil Service 
of the Federation, Folasade Yemi-
Esan, gave the advice Tuesday in 
Abuja at the commissioning of 
a newly established employee 
wellness centre for all categories 
of workers.

According to her, civil 
servants should make the best 
use of the services being off ered 
by the centre, which guarantee 
a healthy and productive 
workforce.

“I urged you (civil servants) 
to eschew sedentary lifestyles 

which, contribute greatly to 
sudden deaths occasioned by 
ailments caused, majorly, by 
stress. 

A healthy body translates into 
signifi cant reduction in medical 
conditions, thereby enhancing 
the output of workers, in 
particular, and the attainment of 
national developmental goals, in 
general,” she said. 

She said seminars on topical 
health issues, mental health 
counselling and the promotion 
of regular health screening 
for early detection of medical 
conditions are some of the 
services the centre would 
provide.

She  noted that the world is 
witnessing an unprecedented 
rise in work-related diseases, 

sudden deaths and other 
health challenges that impact 
negatively on the overall 
wellbeing of workers as well as 
their productivity.

According to her, the 
International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) estimates 
that about 2.3m workers around 
the world succumb to work-
related accidents or diseases, 
every year.

She also said that President 
Muhammadu Buhari’s 
administration had taken 
proactive measures to enhance 
the value proposition and 
welfare of civil servants as 
articulated in the Federal 
Civil Service Strategy and 
Implementation Plan 2021-2025 
(FCSSIP 25).

Buhari salutes ex-Commonwealth 
Secretary-General, Anyaoku, at 90
President Muhammadu Buhari 
has rejoiced with a former 
Secretary-General of the 
Commonwealth, Chief Emeka 
Anyaoku, on his 90th birthday.

Th e president, in a letter he 
personally signed and released 
yesterday by his spokesman, 
Femi Adesina, saluted Anyaoku’s 
contributions to Nigeria’s 
development.

He expressed gratitude to the 
“respected diplomat who used 
his network of international 
friends to support the country’s 
eff orts in deepening good 
governance, democracy and 
sustainable development.”

Th e letter read: “It gives me 
great joy and delight to warmly 
rejoice with a seasoned diplomat 
and administrator, Chief Emeka 
Anyaoku, on his 90th birthday, 
January 18, 2023.

“I acknowledge the worthy 
contributions you have made to 
the development of the country, 
starting out as a young Foreign 
Service Offi  cer, and reaching 
the pinnacle of your career 
as Secretary-General of the 
Commonwealth, through vision 
and diligence, and consistently 
projecting Nigeria as a great 
nation.

“Th ank you for your 
statesmanship, and for using 
your extensive network of 
international friends to support 
the country’s eff orts in deepening 
good governance, democracy 
and sustainable development.

“As you hit the milestone of 
90, we give glory to God for the 
grace of longevity, in good health 
and sound mind, and rejoice 
with you, your family and loved 
ones. “Happy birthday.”
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UN, ECOWAS warn Nigeria against election violence
From Ado A. Musa (Jos), 
Abbas Jimoh & Balarabe 
Alkassim (Abuja)

 

The United Nations 
and the Economic 
Community of West 

African States (ECOWAS) 
yesterday warned Nigeria 
against violence in this year’s 
general elections. 

While the UN cautioned 
that if things go wrong in 
Nigeria, there would be 
serious consequences for 
the peace and stability of the 
entire region; the ECOWAS 
said if violence occurs in 
Nigeria, no other nation 
in the sub-region could 
accommodate Nigerian 
refugees.

Th ey gave the warning 
in Jos, Plateau State Capital, 
at a mediation training and 
interactive engagement with 
the Inter-Party Advisory 
Council (IPAC) and other 
stakeholders, drawn from 
the North-Central and the 
North-East, on non-violence 
2023 elections.

Over 30 persons have 
been reportedly killed and 
many others injured in the 
2023 general elections-
related violence in parts of 
the country.

Th ere have also been 
series of attacks on offi  ces 
of the Independent National 
Electoral Commission 
in parts of the country, 
especially the South-East, 
many of which were linked 
to the proscribed Indigenous 
People of Biafra (IPOB), 
leading to killing of several 
INEC staff ers and security 
personnel.

Speaking at the session 
with IPAC, Sa’adatu 
Sha’abu, who represented 
the United Nations Offi  ce 
for West Africa and Sahel 
(UNOWAS), said: “If things 
go wrong in Nigeria, there’ll 
be negative consequences for 
the peace and stability of the 
entire region.”

Brown Odigie, ECOWAS 
Programme Offi  cer, 
Mediation, charged all 
stakeholders on peaceful 
conduct of the 2023 
elections. 

Odigie, represented by the 
ECOWAS Commissioner 
for Political Aff airs, Peace 
and Security, Abel Fatau, 
urged all candidates and 
their parties to uphold the 
signed peace accord and the 
electoral guidelines.  

  He stated: “Th is is a 
mediation oft en done in 
countries across ECOWAS 
region. We’re doing it for 
Nigeria because it’s a strategic 
member of ECOWAS.

“Nigeria has huge 
population. Election can 
generate confl ict if not 
eff ectively managed. And 
when violence occurs, with 
the enormous population 

of Nigeria, it can splits to 
other neighboring countries. 
I can assure you that no 
member within the zone of 
ECOWAS has the capacity to 
accommodate refugees from 
Nigeria.” 

National Secretary, 
IPAC, Yusuf Dantalle, 
said politicians oft en get 
desperate because of huge 

election spending. 
INEC chair at Chatham 

House, assures of poll 
conduct

Th e chairman of INEC, 
Prof. Mahmood Yakubu, 
yesterday reassured of the 
conduct of the 2023 elections 
despite the various attacks 
on the commission’s facilities 
across the nation.

He spoke at the Royal 
Institute of International 
Aff airs, also known as 
Chatham House, London, 
on, ‘Nigeria’s 2023 Elections: 
Preparations and Priorities 
for Electoral Integrity and 
Inclusion’. 

Yakubu said between 2019 
and 2022, INEC experienced 
50 attacks on its facilities 

mostly in the form of arson 
and vandalisation, during 
which buildings, election 
materials and vehicles were 
destroyed. “Sometimes, 
these attacks have even 
targeted staff .”

He said the commission 
was determined to continue 
its preparations for the 
elections despite these 
attacks. 

We must halt threats to 
elections-Gbajabiamila

Th e speaker of the House 
of Representatives, Femi 
Gbajabiamila, yesterday 

stressed the need to halt all 
threats to the conduct of the 
2023 elections.

He spoke at the 
resumption of the House for 
plenary aft er its short recess.

He said, “As we approach 
the general elections, there 
has been a marked increase 
in incidents of insecurity and 
vicious attacks on political 
actors in parts of the country. 

“We must unite to 
ensure this dangerous 
trend does not lead to 
circumstances that threaten 
the forthcoming elections.”

Huge campaign spending behind desperation– IPAC
We must halt threats to elections Gbajabiamila 
INEC chair at Chatham House, assures on poll conduct 
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From Abubakar Akote, Minna
 

Youths on Tuesday burnt 
the divisional police 
station in Kafi n Koro, a 

community in Paikoro LGA of 
Niger State to protest the killing 
of the Catholic Priest of St. 
Peters Catholic Church in the 
community, Rev. Fr. Isaac Achi, 
which occurred on Sunday.

Daily Trust had reported 
how gunmen who invaded the 
residence of Fr. Achi on the 
church premises set the building 
on fi re when they could not gain 
entry.

Governor Sani Bello had 
imposed a 6pm to 6am curfew 
to prevent the breakdown of law 
and order.

Daily Trust gathered that 
women and youths had gathered 
Tuesday morning at the residence 
of the late priest to off er a special 
before the burial scheduled for 
Th ursday.

Trouble started when women 
and youths who converged to 
off er prayers told the police team 
who came to off er protection to 
leave the scene.

Th e Police Public Relations 
Offi  cer (PPRO) in the state, DSP 
Wasiu Abiodun, confi rmed the 
burning of the station.

He said the incident happened 
when some angry youths of 
Kafi n-Koro District protested 
against the killing of the priest.

He added that the value of 
items damaged and burnt had yet 

to be ascertained.
Abiodun said reinforcement 

teams led by the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police, 
Operations, had been dispatched 
to the scene and normalcy had 
been restored

Speaking on the protest, the 
Commissioner for Internal 
Security and Humanitarian 
Aff airs, Emmanuel Umar, said 
while the state government was 
pained by the killing of the priest, 
it would not allow citizens to 
take the law into their hands and 
destroy government’s facilities.

He said the government had 
not rested since the incident 
and called on the citizens to 
cooperate with authorities to 
enable them to do their job.

From Eugene Agha Lagos
 

Th e Lagos State Commissioner 
of Police, Abiodun Alabi, on 
Th ursday, warned all political 
parties in the state to eschew 
violence during and aft er the 
elections.

He gave the warning at a 
meeting with political parties 
and stakeholders on election 
security in Lagos.

Alabi warned political 
thugs, cultists and other 
troublemakers against 

disrupting the electoral 
process.

“Parents should equally 
warn their children to be law-
abiding because we won’t listen 
to anybody when we arrest any 
troublemaker.

“We want to assure you that 
no cultists or political thugs 
would be allowed in the state. 
We are going to ensure that 
no political party’s supporters 
would be intimidated in the 
state,” he added.

Th e CP advised aspirants 

who may wish to have 
police details to apply to the 
command and state the reason 
for such a request.

Th e Lagos State Residents 
Electoral Commission, 
Mr Olusegun Agbaje, who 
was represented by the 
Administrative Secretary, Mr 
Adebisi Oladapo, said INEC 
was ready for the election.

He however pleaded with 
party members, aspirants and 
their followers to play by the 
rules of the election.

From Abubakar Auwal 
(Sokoto) & Mohammed 
Ibrahim Yaba (Kaduna)

Military fi ghter jets, on 
Monday, killed bandits at 
Rarah village in Rabah LGA 
of Sokoto State.

Th e member representing 
the area in the Sokoto 
State House of Assembly, 
Abdullahi Zakari, said the 
military bombardment 
took place in three diff erent 
places, leading to the deaths 
of many of the bandits.

He said the bandits were 
returning from their illegal 
operations when they were 
neutralized.

“Th ey attacked about 17 
villages, killed three people, 
and rustled several animals,” 
he said.

Zakari described the 
military operation as the 
most successful in recent 
times.

“Th e way they responded 
to our distress call and even 
mobilised their fi ghter jets, 
is highly commendable. We 
hope they will sustain the 
tempo because bandits have 
been terrorising our people 
for years unchecked,” he said.

Checks revealed that 
the bandits attacked some 
villages in Kware and Rabah 
before coming under heavy 
bombardment at Rarah 

village.
A resident of Rarah, 

Ibrahim Rarah, said they 
counted over 16 mutilated 
bodies of the assailants in 
one of the areas.

When contacted the Police 
Public Relations Offi  cer, DSP 
Sanusi Abubakar, said he was 
not offi  cially informed about 
the incident and promised to 
call back when fully briefed.

Meanwhile, the Troops 
of Operation Forest Sanity 
have killed two bandits and 
cleared several hideouts in 
Chikun Local Government 
Area of Kaduna State during 
fi ghting patrols along the 
Kaboresha-Rijana Forest-
Ku z o - Ku j e n i - G w a n t o -
Kachia axis. 

Th e Kaduna State 
Commissioner for Ministry 
of Internal Security and 
Home Aff airs, Samuel 
Aruwan, disclosed in a 
statement yesterday.

“Th e troops neutralized 
two bandits and recovered 
three motorcycles. Th e 
troops also raided bandits 
camps in the Kutura-Rijana 
general area,” he said.

Aruwan said the bandits 
fl ed into the forest on 
sighting the troops, who then 
destroyed the camps and 
recovered three motorcycles, 
military uniforms and 
bandoliers. 

Youths burn Niger police station to 
protest Catholic priest’s killing

Lagos police warn politicians, thugs to 
stay away from polling booths

Troops kill several 
bandits in Sokoto, 
Kaduna
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nearing completion with a new 
contract signed for construction of 
the Geidam Modern Market.

 “These facilities will no doubt 
improve the scale and volume 
of trade across the state thereby 
boosting the economy of individuals 
and the state government.”

assessment, we came up with the 
conclusion to complete the project 
and open the state to the outside 
world.

“We also believed that abandoning 
the airport would be a complete 
waste of resources already injected 
into the project. I am fulfilled that 
the project has been completed 
and commissioned today by Mr. 
President.

“The airport covers an area of 
15km by 7km. The runway was 3.6km 
by 45m with 1000m of emergency 
access road and both end and 
loading weight of over 400 tons.

“It may interest Mr. President 
to note that the airport has 
international standard equipment 
for safe landing and take-off which 
was certified by NCAA, NIMET and 
EIA. It also has Control Watch Tower, 
three 800KVA generators and power-
back-up, 2.5MVA transformer, fire-
fighting equipment, meteorological 
equipment, DME, DVOR, ILS, 

AWOS, LLWAS, terminal building, 
administrative blocks, apron, taxi 
way, police post, among others.

“The total sum of thirty seven 
billion, nine hundred and seventy 
nine million, six hundred and eighty 
one thousand, six hundred and 
ninety nine Naira, fifty six Kobo 
(N37, 979, 681, 699.56) was expended 
for the construction of the airport.” 

He added, “I wish to inform 
this gathering that already, some 
international companies in Europe 
and the Middle East have indicated 
interest to commence international 
trade in Sesame seeds and livestock 
as soon as the airport commences 
operation.

“Today, we have to our advantage 
the International Cargo Airport and 
several newly constructed roads to 
facilitate haulage and movement of 
goods and services, as well as storage 
facilities in the newly completed 
modern markets in Nguru, Gashua, 
and Damaturu, while Potiskum is 

FOCUSONYOBE EVERY WEDNESDAY
Co-Created Content

Governor Mai Mala Buni 
has said the recently 
commissioned Yobe State 

Cargo Airport, which was named 
after President Muhammadu Buhari, 
has been equipped with the best 
international aviation equipment 
for safe landing and take-off.

The governor stated this while 
speaking about the airport at a 
gala night organised in honour of 
President Buhari during his two-day 
visit in Damaturu.

He said his administration decided 
to complete the project which was 
started by his predecessor after 
due consultation on its economic 
importance to the state and the 
country as a whole.

Buni said: “After assumption of 
office, we were confronted with a 
heated argument of whether we 
should complete the international 
cargo airport initiated by our 
predecessors or not.

“However, after a careful 

Governor Mai Mala Buni of Yobe 
State has charged the new 23 

constable police recruits of the state 
extraction that recently passed out 
at the Police Training College to be 
good ambassadors of the state.

The governor gave the charge 
while addressing the new constables 
in a statement issued by the Director 
General, Press Affairs and Media, 
Alhaji Mamman Mohammed.

“You are among the few privileged 
to have the opportunity to serve the 
country, you should exhibit a high 
sense of patriotism while executing 

your duties,” he advised.
He assured them that the Yobe 

state government will always support 
them to excel in their chosen career.

The 23 constables assured 
Governor Buni that they would make 
the state proud wherever they found 
themselves in the course of their 
duties.

Buni had since inception been 
encouraging indigenes of the state to 
participate in police, military among 
other paramilitary organisations 
with a view to filling the state’s quota 
at the federal level.

Governor Mai Mala Buni of 
Yobe State has approved the 

appointment of Senator Adamu 
Garba Talba as the Special Adviser 
on Rural Electrification.

A statement issued by the Press 
Secretary to the Secretary to the State 
Government (SSG), Alhaji Shu’aibu 

Abdullahi, read: “His Excellency, 
the Executive Governor of Yobe 
State, Mai Mala Buni, has approved 
the appointment of Senator Adamu 
Garba Talba as Special Adviser on 
Rural Electrification.

“The appointment takes 
immediate effect.”

The Yobe State Ministry of Wealth 
Creation, Empowerment and 

Employment Generation, has said 
the administration of Mai Mala Buni 
remained committed to supporting 
the members of the Association of 
Mobile Phones and Allied Products 
Traders of Nigeria (AMPAT) as they 
seek more ways to expand GSM 
phone-related businesses and 
services across the state and attract 
more youths into its ranks.

The commissioner in charge of the 
ministry, Abdullahi Bego, stated this 
when he hosted the leadership of the 
association in Damaturu.

The visit according to a statement 
from the ministry followed the 
AMPAT’s leadership courtesy call 
earlier paid to Governor Buni to 
appreciate him for his passion and 
determination to support micro, 

small and medium businesses in the 
state.

Bego expressed happiness that the 
association has hundreds of active 
members across the state many of 
whom are youths.

“I was impressed to hear from 
AMPAT chairman, Mohammed 
Kachallah, that the association has 
more than 10,000 members across 
the 17 local government areas of 
the state and that more youths are 
turning up to join GSM phone-
related businesses.

“I assured the association that in 
keeping with Governor Mai Mala 
Buni’s commitment to providing 
material and training support to 
AMPAT members, our ministry 
will work closely with them and 
the Yobe Information Technology 
Development Agency (YITDA) to 

Yobe cargo airport has best int’l 
aviation equipment - Buni

Buni to new police recruits: Be good ambassadors of Yobe  

Yobe gov appoints Talba 
Special Adviser

Yobe pledges to support mobile phone business owners 

 Gov Mai Mala Buni (In blue) while shaking hands with the new constable 
police recruits from Yobe State in Damaturu

 Governor Buni

provide tools, kits, and training 
so that more AMPAT members 
have the knowledge and skills they 
need to become more nimble and 
more professional in their chosen 
businesses. 

“The Yobe state government’s 

support to AMPAT syncs closely 
with the determination of His 
Excellency, Governor Buni to 
provide up to 13,000 people with 
various empowerment support in 
the weeks and months ahead,” the 
commissioner added.
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From Salim Umar Ibrahim, Kano

 Th e Conference of Northern States Civil 
Society Networks has called on President 
Muhammadu Buhari to address issues around 
the alleged N89trn stamp duty fraud.

Th e conference is a forum of civil society 
networks operating in the 19 Northern states 
of Nigeria and Abuja.

A statement jointly signed by 20 state 
chairmen of the coalition of the CSOs asked 
the president to address the nation on the 
status of the alleged undercover committee set 
up to investigate and recover the accumulated 
stamp duty money in the interest of public 
trust and transparency.

Th e statement said, “We are worried about 
the purported humongous sums of money 
said to have been manipulated by some few 
individuals, while we continuously pass and 
sign into law appropriation bills with huge 
defi cits, and whose implementation largely 
depends on borrowings.

“We feel uneasy on the increasing Nigerian 
debt profi le, and wonder how our nation, 
shall magically plan to survive with these 

humongous defi cits in our annual national 
budgets. 

“Sir, Hon. Muhammad  Gudaji Kazaure, a 
member of the National Assembly representing 
the people of Kazaure, Roni, Gwiwa and 
Yankwashi Federal Constituency in Jigawa 
State, had on several platforms claimed that 
you had set up an undercover presidential 
committee headed by one Mr Adetola Adekoya 
to investigate the long accumulated stamp duty 
revenues.

Th e statement added, “In our humble 
opinion, it will be a major disservice to the 
nation, if you, as the Grand Commander of 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria, continue to 
remain silent on this sensitive national issue, 
which has not only captured the attention 
of all Nigerians, but also the international 
communities.”

“Th is assertion is not only too sensitive to 
capture your attention but also the glaring 
desire to clear the air and vindicate the 
reputation of your administration, as some 
government offi  cials were fi ngered in the 
alleged mess, as well as to save the integrity of 
our dear country, which is currently at stake,”

From Salim Umar Ibrahim, Kano

A Sharon minibus loaded with jerricans 
containing fuel went up in fl ame at the 
entrance of the Nigerian National Petroleum 
Company (NNPC) fi lling station at Club 
road by Murtala Muhammad way in Kano.

Th is came amid fuel scarcity in Kano and 
its environs with many fi lling stations across 
the state selling above the offi  cial pump price.

An eyewitness said the vehicle burst into 
fi re as the driver was about to go out of the 
fi lling station around 5pm on Tuesday.

Daily Trust learnt that while no life was 
lost in the incident but the driver sustained 

burns and ran away from the scene of the 
incident.

Jafar Muhammad Ahmad popularly 
known as Sanjo Badawa who spoke to 
our reporter said the attendants ignored 
motorists and served only the vehicle.

“Honestly, there were more than 300 
motorcyclists inside the fi lling station but 
they refused to attend to us. Th ey were just 
serving the black market operators.

“One vehicle will buy fuel worth N500,000 
alone taking too much time while others are 
waiting. Th ey brought the fuel today around 
11am but they didn’t start selling until 5pm,” 
he added.

CSOs task Buhari to address N89trn stamp duty fraud

Black marketers’ vehicle loaded with fuel jerricans catch fi re 
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INEC to conduct ‘mock 
accreditation’ ahead of polls

Atiku renews $10bn youth 
empowerment pledge

By Abbas Jimoh

Ahead of this year’s 
general elections, the 
Independent National 

Electoral Commission (INEC) 
has said it will conduct a 
nationwide mock accreditation 
to strengthen the technologies 
that would be deployed for the 
elections.

Th e INEC chairman, Prof. 
Mahmood Yakubu, said this on 
Tuesday at Th e Royal Institute 
of International Aff airs, also 
known as Chatham House, 
London, United Kingdom.

Yakubu who spoke on, 
‘Nigeria’s 2023 Elections: 
Preparations and Priorities for 
Electoral Integrity and Inclusion’ 
also responded to questions with 

regard to the commission’s plans 
for the conduct of this year’s 
general elections.

He said the mock accreditation 
would be carried out across 
selected polling units (PUs) to 
ascertain the integrity of the 
Bimodal Voter Accreditation 
System (BVAS), before the main 
elections, less than 40 days away.

Th e INEC boss, however, 
said every BVAS machine 
deployed across the 774 local 
governments had been tested, 
assuring that the functionality of 
the machines was impressive.

He added that back-up BVAS 
machines have been readily 
provided in case of system 
glitches.

“We have the machines for 
the 2023 elections but we didn’t 

want to take chances. Each and 
every machine has been tested 
and confi rmed functional. 
For the last two weeks, our 
offi  cials were in the 36 states 
of the federation testing these 
machines, and the functionality 
is simply encouraging.

“Th e second thing we are 
going to do, and pretty soon, is 
to conduct a mock accreditation 
exercise nationwide ahead of the 
elections. We won’t wait until 
the main elections come. We 
will test the integrity of these 
machines with real life voters in 
selected polling units across the 
country.

“We did so in Ekiti and Osun; 
it was fantastic and we’re going 
to do so nationwide,” Yakubu 
said.

From Raphael Ogbonnaiye, Ado-
Ekiti

Th e presidential candidate of the 
Peoples Democratic Party, Atiku 
Abubakar, has restated his pledge to 
earmark US$10 billion for women 
and youth empowerment if elected 
president.

Atiku stated this while addressing 
party supporters in Ado Ekiti, the Ekiti 
State capital, on Tuesday.

He said Ekiti has more educated 
persons than anywhere else in Nigeria, 
pledging to tap into the rich intellectual 
endowment of the state population to 
run the country.

Atiku also took a swipe at the state 
government over its alleged botched 
attempt to stop PDP supporters 
from attending his campaign rally 
by causing artifi cial scarcity of the 
petroleum product.

He said, “I can assure you that a 
PDP federal government will make 
use of the human capital that God has 
endowed you with in Ekiti. It is your 
gift  from God and we shall utilise that 

human resources that God has given 
you.

“Besides, we want to make sure 
that our young men and women have 
businesses to do, and have sources of 
income.

“Th at is why I pledge to set aside 
ten billion US dollars so that those 
young men and women who want 
to get involved in enterprises will be 
given loans and capital so that they can 
achieve their lifetime ambition.

“When I came here today, what I 
saw almost brought tears to my eyes; 
when we came here some people said 
we are not going to see anybody in 
Ekiti. We realised what they meant 
was to cripple public transportation in 
Ado-Ekiti and the whole of Ekiti State.

“Again, they did not stop there; they 
also caused an artifi cial scarcity of the 
petroleum product so that even if you 
have your motorcycle, your car, you 
will not be able to move.

“What I can assure you is that if 
you vote PDP into power, the way you 
have made us happy today, we will also 
make you happy in Ekiti state.”

INSIDE POLITICS This is election season. So, you will see and hear from 
snake-oil salespeople, false prophets and purveyors 

of false hope. There is, therefore, need for caution
— Atiku Abubakar, PDP presidential candidate
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From Mumini Abdulkareem, Ilorin

Presidential candidate of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), Asiwaju Bola Ahmed 
Tinubu, on Tuesday said his administration 
will tackle the menace of money laundering 
and other forms of corruption if elected.

Th e APC candidate said this during the 
party’s presidential campaign rally held in 
Ilorin, the Kwara State capital.

He said, “Let me congratulate you for 
your freedom four years ago which we are 
reasserting today. If you’re ready to cement 
that freedom to democracy, go and get your 
PVC to return the party and all its candidates.

“Th e broom is the symbol of freedom and 
with that, we have swept and will continue 
to sweep corruption, money laundering, and 
all other vices away including insecurity if 

elected.
“You heard yesterday that this would not 

happen but you can see it now live.”
Tinubu told the crowd at the Metropolitan 

Square, venue of the programme, not to 
“vote for anybody else, but me and all other 
candidates of the party across board in all the 
elections.”

He said the party believes in Governor 
AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq, who has been in 
a heated battle with Alhaji Lai Mohammed, 
Minister of Information.

Mohammed was among the APC chieft ains 
who attended the rally.

“Don’t vote for anybody but me. We believe 
in AbdulRahman AbdulRazaq. Th e governor 
has done some good jobs and he wants another 
term of four years to continue. With your vote 
and support, that is guaranteed,” he said.

By Balarabe Alkassim

Th e Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Femi Gbajabiamila, has said that federal 
lawmakers must continue to perform their 
statutory functions despite the distractions 
of political campaigns.

He stated this in his address at the 
resumption of the house’s plenary on 
Tuesday. He, however, assured that the 9th 
National Assembly will pass all pending bills 
before it before the legislative year elapses in 
June this year.

He said there are several bills that are still 
undergoing legislative process which need to 
be passed.

He said the bills, when passed and assented 
to, would have signifi cant impacts on 
diff erent sectors of Nigeria’s socio-economic 
spheres.

Gbajabiamila said, “It is imperative that 
the house focuses its eff orts on completing 
the tasks it has already initiated and closing 
out the assignments on which the legacy of 
the 9th house will be assessed.

“We must resolve to continue to do the 
people’s work despite the obligations and 
distractions of the political campaign season.  

“As we approach the end of our term in 
offi  ce, I am hopeful that we will continue to 
meet and exceed expectations in this New 
Year.”

From Mohammed I. Yaba, Kaduna

Th e Kaduna State gubernatorial candidate 
of the All Progressives Congress (APC), 
Senator Uba Sani, has promised to prioritise 
education if elected.

Sani, who disclosed this at Giwa town on 
Tuesday at the fl ag-off  of the APC campaign 
rally in Kaduna, noted that Governor Nasir 
El Rufai brought back the lost glory of public 

schools.
“My priority is to make quality education 

accessible to the siblings of the common man 
because that will guarantee them a better 
future and improve society at large,” he added.

Governor El Rufai urged the people to 
vote Uba Sani as his successor and Dr Hadiza 
Balarabe as his deputy because “they were part 
of the team that enabled the transformation 
of Kaduna State under my leadership.”

I’ll sweep away corruption, money laundering – Tinubu

Lawmakers must work despite campaigns – Gbajabiamila

I will change Adamawa’s fortunes – Binani

Kaduna: Quality education, my priority – Uba Sani

Mocks Ekiti gov’t over botched 
attempt to frustrate campaign

By Amina Abdullahi, Yola

Th e All Progressives Congress (APC) 
gubernatorial candidate in Adamawa 
State, Senator Aishatu Dahiru Binani, 
has pledged to use her political 
infl uence and connection to change the 
fortunes of the state if elected.

Binani made the pledge yesterday 
at her campaign rally in Toungo Local 
Government Area of the state.

She called on the electorate to vote 
for all APC candidates from presidency 
to councillorship positions to enjoy 

more dividends of democracy.
Speaking at the event, an APC 

stalwart and a political chieft ain, Alhaji 
Mansor Toungo, assured Binani of his 
people’s total support.

He charged his teaming supporters 
and electorate to vote for the senator.

Hon. Abdulrazaq Namdaz, a 
member of the House of Representatives 
from Adamawa, said: “My people, 
Senator Binani would make history 
in our state as the fi rst woman to be 
elected executive governor by the grace 
of God. So, vote for her.”

  Prof. Yakubu
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RACE TO NASS
Eti-Osa: Obanikoro’s son, 
Banky W set for replay battle

From Abiodun Alade, Lagos

With less than 50 days 
for the election of 
federal lawmakers, 

the contest for the Eti-Osa 
federal constituency of 
Lagos State is expected to 
be a straight battle between 
the incumbent lawmaker, 
Hon. Ibrahim Babajide 
Obanikoro (IBO) and popular 
entertainer, Olubankole 
Wellington, popularly known 
as Banky W.

Th e duo contested for the 
seat in the green chamber 
in 2019 with Ibrahim, the 
son of a former senator and 
Minister of State for Defence, 
Musiliu Obanikoro, emerging 
victorious at the end of the 
exercise. 

Th e candidate of the ruling 
All Progressives Congress 
(APC), Ibrahim, popularly 
known as IBO, polled 22,250 
votes to defeat Anthony 
Akala Bakare of the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP) who 
had 18,767 and Banky W of 
Modern Democratic Party who 
recorded 7,130 votes.

However, the 2023 poll is 
expected to be a stern contest 
between Ibrahim and Banky 
W, who is now the candidate of 
the PDP. Th e musician turned 
politician believed he stands 
a better chance at the poll this 
time considering some of the 
successes he recorded under 
then little-known MDP.

Banky W, defeated APC at 
Vice President Yemi Osinbajo’s 
polling unit at the Victoria 
Garden City in 2019, polling 
186 votes to place second 
behind Bakare of the PDP who 
polled 244 while Obanikoro 
had 167 votes. He also won his 
polling unit in Lekki with 575 
votes against PDP’s 540 and 
APC’s 454.

Th e fi lmmaker who explained 
that the decision to join politics 
was driven by his desire 
for good governance in the 
country, expressed confi dence 
in defeating the APC which has 
dominated the constituency 
and the state over the years.

“As long as I have been 
relevant in the art world, 
music, fi lm and as a small 
entrepreneur, I have always 
been very vocal about the 
need for good governance and 
the need for young people to 
participate in politics,” he said 
in a recent interview.

While noting that the 
introduction of the Bimodal 
Voter Accreditation System 
(BIVAS) by the Independent 
National Electoral Commission 
(INEC) would make rigging 
almost impossible, he said more 
Nigerians are getting interested 
in the electoral process.

“Th e fact that the Electoral 
Act was passed has done 
amazing things for our 
democracy, because now this 
election will be won or lost 

at each individual’s polling 
unit. No one can go in a room 
somewhere in a collation centre 
and thumb print hundreds of 
ballots for their candidates. 
Now, you actually have to win 
the votes,” the PDP candidate 
said.

However, Obanikoro who 
said he is seeking a second term 
to provide more dividends of 
democracy to his constituents 
expressed optimism that the 
APC would retain the seat in 
the green chamber based on his 
performance.

“With the feedback we are 
getting from the constituents, 
my chance is extremely 
high. I am confi dent that my 
constituents are satisfi ed with 
my performance so far and also 
understand the importance 
of continuity,” he said in an 
exclusive interview with Daily 
Trust.

Obanikoro who noted that 
experience and continuity 
matter at the National 
Assembly because there is 
hierarchy in standing as there 
are 360 representatives pulling 
from the same basket stressed 
that he had championed many 
bills, empowered youths and 
women as well as facilitated 
developmental projects in his 
constituency.

“My major achievements are 
the facilitation of two standard 
healthcare facilities in Eti-Osa. I 
also facilitated the construction 
of over 4 blocks of 3 classroom 
buildings in diff erent schools 
across Eti-Osa to help with our 
children’s education. 

“I also launched a free school 

bus scheme that runs from 
Ajah down to Osborne for 
students. I have facilitated the 
rehabilitation of 8 roads across 
Eti-Osa in areas such as Ajah, 
Obalende, 1004 Estate in VI, 
Ado, Osapa and Iroko Awę. 
I have facilitated the supply 
and installation of over 700 
solar-powered street lights 
in Obalende, Ilasan, Ikoyi, 
Agungi, Itedo, Ado, Badore, 
Gbara, Igbokoshu and Ira Nla 

areas. Also like I said, within 
the period of my term, I have 
moved fi ve bills which three 
have been moved and presented 
and two are still pending,” he 
added.

Securing tickets
However, securing the tickets 

of their political parties was 
not an easy ride for the duo 
who share the same year of 
birth - 1981.  For Obanikoro, 
the leadership of the party 
had to intervene aft er Prince 
Oyekanmi Elegushi reportedly 
defeated him in the primary.

Elegushi who polled 25 
votes against Obanikoro’s 
23 votes at the primary, said 
he relinquished the ticket in 
obedience to the party and its 
leadership.

“While pledging his loyalty 
to the party, he (Elegushi) 
appealed to his supporters to 
respect the decision of the party 
and ensure all the candidates of 
the party are returned elected 
in the 2023 elections,” noted 
his media aide, Tobi Etti, on his 
withdrawal from the race.

Th e return ticket for Ibrahim 
was a saving grace for the 
Obanikoro’s family as the father, 
Musiliu, lost the Lagos West 
Senatorial ticket to a former 
deputy governor, Idiat Adebule.

Banky W had to settle for 
a rerun primary to secure the 
ticket of the party, two weeks 
aft er he was earlier declared 
winner in the election but 
the result slip showed his 
challenger, Sam Aiboni, as the 
winner.

Th e party called for a rerun 
which he won with a landslide 

of 24 votes to 5.
Voters’ Apathy
Eti-Osa is a strategic 

constituency consisting of 
important areas in Lagos 
including Ajah, Victoria Island 
and Lekki. In fact, the home 
of APC presidential candidate, 
Asiwaju Bola Tinubu on the 
highbrow Bourdillon and that 
of his bitter rival and long-time 
PDP leader in the state, Bode 
George, on Lugard, Ikoyi fall 
within this constituency.

However, elections in the 
constituency in recent times 
have been greeted with voters’ 
apathy as winners emerged in 
2015 and 2019 with less than 
30,000 votes. Th e total votes 
cast in 2019 were 51,579 in a 
constituency with over 250,000 
registered voters.

However, this was still 
among the highest as some 
constituencies recorded less 
than 20,000 total votes cast. 
Aside from Alimosho, no 
federal constituency had up 
to 100,000 votes. For instance, 
Speaker Femi Gbajabiamila 
had 14,617 votes to win his seat 
while the total vote cast in his 
Surulere 1 constituency was 
23,024.

Despite having the highest 
number of registered voters 
in the country, voters’ turnout 
in Lagos has not been too 
impressive.

According to political 
analysts, the ability to mobilise 
fi rst time voters as well as 
passive citizens to be active 
in the 2023 polls might be a 
major determinant for eventual 
winners.

Eti-Osa is a strategic 

constituency consisting 

of important areas in 

Lagos including Ajah, 

Victoria Island and 

Lekki. In fact, the home 

of APC presidential 

candidate, Asiwaju 

Bola Tinubu on the 

highbrow Bourdillon 

and that of his bitter 

rival and long-time 

PDP leader in the 

state, Bode George, on 

Lugard, Ikoyi fall within 

this constituency

  Banky W  Ibrahim
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By Afeez Hanafi  

At least nine journalists 
with the BBC Hausa 
Service in Nigeria 

have resigned in the last one 
month in what is described as 
“unprecedented” in the history 
of the international media 
outlet.

Daily Trust learnt that 
the aff ected staff  members 
comprised two senior digital 
journalists, three social media 
journalists – two of whom are 
senior reporters – a senior 
bilingual reporter for Hausa/
English Africa, a multimedia 

reporter and two video 
journalists.   

It was gathered that while 
fi ve of the journalists left  last 
December; the four others 
resigned on Monday to join 
newly established Africa 
section of Turkish Radio and 
Television (TRT) in Istanbul.

“Th is is unprecedented in 
the history of BBC Hausa. 
Nine journalists of BBC Hausa 
have joined soon-to-be-
launch TRT Hausa aft er the 
Turkish government decided 
to establish TRT Africa: 
Hausa, Swahili, French and 
English for Africa,” a source 

at the BBC confi ded in our 
correspondent.

 Th e source said Nasidi 
Adamu Yahaya, who resigned 
as senior digital journalist, 
would head the Hausa service 
at TRT, with another senior 
journalist, Halima Umar 
Saleh, as his deputy. 

Asked what led to the 
mass resignation, one of the 
journalists, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said 
they were primarily motivated 
by the Turkish media’s resolve 
to tell positive stories in Africa.

He said: “TRT wants us 
to change the narrative 

By John Chuks Azu

A Federal High Court in 
Abuja has asked the governor 
of the Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN), Godwin Emefi ele, 
to appear today over a $53m 
judgement debt arising from 
the Pars Club refunds.

Justice Inyang Ekwo, in an 
application for garnishee made 
on October 20, 2022, ordered 
Emefi ele to appear today as the 
hearing date for the matter.

Th e order followed the 
application by a Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria, Joe Agi, 
against Linas International 
Ltd, the Minister of Finance 
and the CBN through his 
lawyers, Isaac Ekpa and 
Chinonso Obasi, seeking an 
order directing the Inspector-
General of Police to arrest 
Emefi ele and bring him to 
court alongside his lawyers: 

Damian Dodo, Audu Anuga, 
all Senior Advocates of Nigeria, 
and Ginika Ezeoke, Jessica 
Iyoke, Abdullahi Afolayan and 
Olayemi Afolayan.

Th e suit arose over an alleged 
$70m judgment against Linas 
over the lawyer’s services in 
the Paris Club refund, which 
Emefi ele was said to have 
released only $17m leaving an 
outstanding $53m.

Th e court had on January 
23, 2020 ruled that Emefi ele 
must appear “to be examined 
on oath touching the means 
you’ve or have had, since the 
date of the said garnishee 
order absolute, to pay the 
balance of $53m now due 
and payable under the said 
garnishee order absolute and 
also show cause why you 
should not be committed to 
prison for default in payment 
of the said sum.”  

China’s population shrank last year for 
the fi rst time in more than six decades, 
offi  cial data showed yesterday, as the 
birth rate slows in the face of mounting 
fi nancial pressures and shift ing social 
attitudes.

Th e world’s most populous country is 
facing a looming demographic crisis as 
its workforce ages, which analysts warn 
could stymie economic growth and pile 
pressure on strained public coff ers.

Analysts point to the soaring cost of 
living as well as a growing number of 
women in the workforce and seeking 
higher education as reasons behind the 
slowdown.

“Who dares to have kids?” a Shanghai 
resident in his thirties said Tuesday.

“Th e unemployment rate is so high, 
COVID destroyed everything, there’s 
nothing we can do. Next year we’ll have 
declining growth again.”

Th e mainland Chinese population 
stood at around 1,411,750,000 at the end 
of 2022, the National Bureau of Statistics 
(NBS) reported a decrease of 850,000 
from the end of the previous year.

Th e number of births was 9.56 
million, the NBS said, while the number 
of deaths stood at 10.41 million.

Th e last time China’s population 
declined was in the early 1960s when 
the country was battling the worst 
famine in its modern history, a result of 
the disastrous Mao Zedong agricultural 
policy known as the Great Leap 
Forward.

China ended its strict one-child 
policy — imposed in the 1980s owing to 
fears of overpopulation — in 2016 and 
began allowing couples to have three 
children in 2021.

But that has failed to reverse the 
demographic decline for a country that 
has long relied on its vast workforce as a 
driver of economic growth.

“Th e population will likely trend 
down from here in coming years,” 
Zhiwei Zhang of Pinpoint Asset 
Management said.

“China cannot rely on the 
demographic dividend as a structural 
driver for economic growth,” he added.

“Economic growth will have to 
depend more on productivity growth, 
which is driven by government policies.” 
AFP

By Idowu Isamotu

Th e Minister of Labour 
and Emploment, Chris 
Ngige, says the Academic 
Staff  Union of Universities 
(ASUU) is due for 
deregistration for failing 
to submit its audited 
accounts for over four 
years on how the check-off  
dues of its members were 
spent.

Ngige spoke to reporters 
in Abuja aft er meeting 
with the leaderships of 
the Congress of University 
Academics (CONUA) and 
the National Association 
of Medical and Dental 
Academics (NAMDA) led 
by their president and vice 
president, Niyi Sunmonu.

He said the government 
had put all security 

agencies on the alert to 
protect CONUA members 
against any attack from 
ASUU.

He fi nalised the 
registration of the two 
newly registered unions, 
CONUA and NAMDA, 
by formally presenting 
the offi  cial gazette, Trade 
Dispute Act and the offi  cial 
certifi cate of registration 
to their leaders, while 
charging them not to shut 
down the universities 
again.

Th e minister ordered 
CONUA and NAMDA to 
operate fully without fear 
of intimidation, saying that 
the government decided 
to “break monolithic 
nature of ASUU because 
of the damages done to the 
university systems.”

Mass resignation hits BBC Hausa

Paris Club refunds: Court summons 
Emefi ele over $53m judgment debt

China’s population 
shrinks fi rst time in 
over 60 years

ASUU risks deregistration 
over non-submission of 
audited accounts – FG

9 journalists resign, join Turkish media of storytelling. Other 
international media 
organisations have been 
reporting mainly hunger, 
wars and other negative 
narratives about Africa. Th ere 
are good, positive stories 
in Africa – business and 
employment opportunities. 
Th ere are cultural values, 
sports, innovations; people 
that are involved in artifi cial 
intelligence-related work. 
Th ese are what TRT Hausa 
Service will be covering. Many 
international media are not 
reporting these things.

“We’re not saying we’re not 
going to report Boko Haram, 
banditry and others, but we 
have other positive stories. 

Th ere are human angle stories 
on Boko Haram. We want to 
give Africans voices. People 
should be heard about their 
positive stories; not just 
negative stories always.”

Th e journalist, who also 
described the resignations as 
“unprecedented,” confi rmed 
that “the last set of journalists 
tendered their resignation 
letters today (Monday).”

“Some of them are leaving 
today while others will leave 
in few days’ time. Five of us 
left  in December. In Nigeria, 
BBC Hausa has more than 40 
journalists, but now, about one 
third of us are leaving. It has 
never happened in BBC Hausa 
Service,” he added.

  Chief Osaro Ogida; representative of Edo State Commissioner of Police and Deputy Commissioner of Police in-charge of Operations, 
DCP Dantawaye Miller; Edo State Deputy Governor, Rt. Hon. Comrade Philip Shaibu, and representative of the Edo State Chief Judge, S.A 
Ihenyen Esq., during the graduation of Batch A of the Edo State Security Vigilante Network, at the Police Training School, Ogida, Benin 
City. Photo: Edo Govt House
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Since the last election in 2019, 
the number of people suff ering 
severe food insecurity has 

increased, as depicted in the 2022 
multidimensional poverty index data. 
Th e hunger has made people show 
more anger towards the government 
because people are tired, weak and 
demoralised. One can attribute the 
problem to climate change, Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine, insecurity and 
bandit terrorism, drought and fl ood, 
among many other factors.  

Little attention is paid to the 
existing and proposed government 
policies. Th ese policies describe 
the government’s goals, choices, 
and actions for political, social, 
and economic direction to ensure 
food security in the country. Th e 
long campaign season of the 2023 
elections has made people more 
aware and have the time to identify a 
bogus campaign proposal. 

For example, one presidential 
candidate has been singled out for 
proposing a spurious solution in the 
agricultural sector. Th at is the same 
candidate who never misses the 
opportunity to mock the northern 
states for reliance on oil revenue. 
He repeated the same rhetoric at 
Chatham House this week. When 
asked about his plans for the North 
during the Arewa Joint Committee 
conference in October, he said he 
planned to make commercial banks 
invest in the Bank of Agriculture. Th e 
proposal is infeasible. It also looks 
bad for his campaign because he is 
demonstrating a lack of knowledge of 
the private and agricultural sectors. A 
quick search would have enlightened 
him to know the corporate 
responsibilities of commercial banks.  

Th e conventional wisdom 
attributed to Friedman says the social 
responsibility of a business is to 
increase its profi t. As a former bank 
chairman, the candidate knows the 
risk of spending shareholders’ money 
on a social, agricultural project will 
be like fl ogging a dead horse. Most 
of those listening to him at Arewa 
House are lifelong farmers, some are 
academics in agriculture, and some 
have even served in key positions in 
the agriculture ministry. Th ey know 
the sectoral challenges and can detect 
bogus proposals from miles away. 
Even the multilateral agencies that 
advocate for neo-liberal policies 
in the country did not make such a 
proposition.  

It is common knowledge that 
agriculture is the sector to rely upon 
to revive the economy because it is 
the largest employer in the country. 
Agriculture has been abandoned 
since the country found oil in the late 
1960s, with the help of the oil boom 
in the 70s. As the country looks to 
diversify from oil dependency, it 
seems natural to consider agriculture. 
Th e benefi t of agricultural revival 
will not be limited to Nigeria alone. 
Th e continent relies on Nigeria to 
return to its glory as one of the top 10 
African countries producing 75 per 
cent of Africa’s farm produce.  

Farmers, the majority of northern 
voters, will be more enticed with 
campaign proposals that will revive 

the agricultural sector to secure food 
immediately, not some insha Allah 
oil extraction projects that require a 
decade to bear fruit.  

Revisiting the Maputo Declaration 
is one proposition that can raise 
food security prospects and bring 
the northern electorate together. 
Th e Declaration is a comprehensive 
development policy adopted by 
African countries to close the gap 
between Africa and the rest of the 
world. It was agreed in 2002 under 
Obasanjo/Atiku administration 
under the pan-African action 
framework for agricultural 
development policy and strategy, 
New Partnership for Africa’s 
Development (NEPAD). Th e aim was 
to attain average annual agricultural 
productivity growth of at least s 
per cent and set a target for public 
investment in agriculture equal to at 
least 10 per cent of national budgets.  

Th e share of 10 per cent is high, 
and it was not achieved even under 
the Obasanjo/Atiku regime. Th e 
average budget share of the Ministry 
of Agriculture was four per cent with 
a maximum of 6.4 per cent. Since 
then, huge eff orts have been made 
under Yar’adua and Jonathan with 
evidence of growth in the sector. 
However, since 2015 the investments 
have waned away. Between 2015-
2023, the percentage share of the 
ministry of agriculture is as follows: 
0.9%, 1.3%,1.7%, 2%, 1.56%, 1.34%, 
1.37%, 1.8%, and 1.1%. Th at is an 
average of 1.45% during the Buhari 
regime, a self-acclaimed farmer.  

Currently, one cannot deny that 
Nigeria is not food secure. We can 
blame it on many factors, but if 
investments were made as agreed 
under Th e Maputo Declaration, 
the situation would not be as 
bad as this. International private 
fi rms like PwC are advocating for 
more government intervention by 
adopting the Maputo Declaration. 
Objectively speaking, the African 
Union has aligned with multilateral 
agencies and corporations on a policy 
that will benefi t Nigeria’s common 
households. Funding the agricultural 
budget will be supported by the Fiscal 
Responsibility Act of 2007, which 
supports borrowing for production. 

We are in an election season, and 
choices must be made.  

One presidential candidate 
has vowed to continue what this 
government is doing and using oil 
exploration tactics to entice voters 
- a similar tactic used by Buhari in 
2019 - instead of addressing food 
security issues. We also highlighted 
another candidate whose proposal 
seemed to be dead on arrival. One 
can deduce that Obasanjo did not 
advise him to adopt the Maputo 
Declaration because it was not his 
original idea. As it stands, only one 
candidate is willing to revisit Th e 
Declaration, but it is not for me to 
say.  

One thing for sure is for the 
candidates to know that voters may 
look stupid, but they are really not 
as stupid as they look. Th ey have 
been fooled before, and it is less 
likely that it will happen in 2023. 

Northern voters need food not oil  

By Abdelrahman Hassan & Shikha 
Goyal 

In the quest for the data and evidence 
needed to solve Africa’s most 
complex education problems, one 

group is routinely left  out — the African 
researchers themselves.  

Not only would including them 
constitute an important step towards 
justice and equity, rooting education 
research in local realities is the pathway 
towards more eff ective policies and 
programmatic outcomes.   

In Kenya, the COVID-19 pandemic 
made this abundantly clear. By mid-
2021, almost 17 million Kenyans were 
out of school. Th e ministry of education 
opted for digital learning through online 
classes, television and radio programmes, 
planning to fully continue learning online 
during the pandemic.  

Usawa Agenda (Usawa), a local 
education research organisation, took the 
initiative to understand the eff ectiveness 
of this approach. Usawa Agenda rapidly 
mobilised its broad network of local 
researchers and launched a national 
survey targeting nearly all of Kenya’s 47 
counties to better understand the needs 
and problems of the pupils, especially 
those living in marginalised contexts.  

Th e problems raised by this 
evidence included suboptimal digital 
infrastructure, lack of access to digital 
learning, lack of preparedness by the 
teachers and disillusionment from 
parents. 

In the face of such deep and community-
based analysis that remote learning would, 
against its own intention, widen learning 
inequities and disproportionately hurt 
the most vulnerable children and youth, 
the government revamped the rollout 
of the programme. Soon thereaft er, 
the government opted instead to close 
schools completely until all pupils could 
safely return to in-person learning. 

Several factors contributed to Usawa’s 
success: proximity to the local context, 
thoughtful and thorough engagement 
with local stakeholders including the 
government, and working directly with 
people to name a few.  

But perhaps the most critical reason is 
that Usawa is a local research organisation, 
based in and led by local leaders who hold 
the familiarity, trust and legitimacy of the 
local people and the broader education 
ecosystem.  

Stories like this, unfortunately, are 
few and far between. In 2016, research 
produced in Africa accounted for just  
three per cent of global research output. 
Th e scarcity of African research is at least 
partially because of a lack of funding. 
More than 80 per cent of locally-led 
education research in Africa is considered 
underfunded, a far higher fi gure than in 
the Global North. 

Funders are in a unique position to 
change who gets funding for research. 
In recent years, we have witnessed 
philanthropic funding playing an 
important role in the local education 
research ecosystem. Donors oft en issue 
funding in verticals, earmarked for 
specifi c short-term projects and through 
a variety of intermediaries.  

Donors also rarely work together in a 
coordinated manner, perhaps because 
their strategic and operational priorities 
diff er. In many contexts, several of these 
factors operate simultaneously. For 
the local education researcher, this all 
represents a precarious and convoluted 
path to mobilise the resources needed to 
conduct research. 

Yet for Africa, the need for home-
grown, evidence-informed education 
programmes has never been more 
pressing. Earlier this year, with Echidna 
Giving, the Gates Foundation and 
Porticus, we hosted the Forum for 
Education Research in/for/by Africa, 
bringing together researchers, educators, 
professors, advocates and others in the 
education world to rethink the way 
international funding could be more 
intentional in supporting African-led 
research.  

It was agreed that donor funding 
can do more to be more supportive of 
African-led and produced research, as it 
will enable African education researchers 
to forge their own pathway to African 
development and contribute to the wealth 
of global research.  

While the immediate need is funding, 
attendees identifi ed a broad and holistic 
universe of support components ranging 
from communications, technical capacity, 
partnerships, mentorship and regional 
collaboration.  

Even more importantly, they 
highlighted that African researchers must 
also have access and rights to use the data 
they collect, allowing them the ownership 
and autonomy needed for them to apply 
in their own contexts.  

Ideas abound, but more initiatives 
— fuelled by a shared vision and an 
audacious commitment to equity — are 
needed. With local research talent so 
well-placed to help improve African 
education, we need to level the playing 
fi eld. African researchers are eager to 
tackle the problems their communities 
are facing. It’s high time we gave them a 
chance to do so.  

Source: Mail&Guardian 

It’s time to take African 
researchers seriously 
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The federal government has announced that it is considering hiring 
Nigerian doctors abroad to serve the medical needs of Nigerians back 
home. Th is announcement was made by the Minister of Health, Osagie 

Ehanire, recently in Abuja. 
Even while the modality of how this scheme is going to work is being fl eshed 

out, it is a major acknowledgement of the worrying exodus of doctors from 
the country. Th is mass migration of Nigerian-trained medical personnel to 
foreign hospitals has severely compromised the already rickety health sector 
in the country. 

Just this October, the president of the Nigerian Medical Association 
(NMA), Rowland Ojinmah, announced that presently, at least 50 doctors 
leave the country every week to fi nd employment elsewhere. Speaking at 
another symposium, Mr Ojinmah said 5,600 medical doctors have left  Nigeria 
for greener pastures abroad in the last eight years alone. Coupled with the 
deplorable health infrastructure, this has put the country’s health sector in the 
red. 

Th e minister’s proclamation is a recognition by the federal government 
of the need to either reverse the trend or utilise it to some advantage. Th e 
minister’s proposal includes working out an arrangement for Nigerian doctors 
abroad to harness information technology to connect to medical personnel 
in Nigeria and off er training and consultancies. Th e programme will also see 
these doctors affi  liated with medical institutions in Nigeria to facilitate their 
occasional return to off er training and capacity building. 

While the minister acknowledged that labour mobility is increasing globally 
and doctors from other countries like the UK are migrating to places with 
better pay like New Zealand and Canada may be true, but the situation in 
Nigeria is at a level that calls for serious concern. 

While this idea may not be entirely bad, it is necessary to stem the tide of 
the mass exodus of medical practitioners before trying to tease those who have 
left  to come back in whatever capacity. Th is means that the crisis in the health 
sector needs to be addressed urgently. 

As it is, resident doctors in the country may embark on yet another strike 
if the federal government does not meet their demands for, among other 
things, improved hazard allowances. Th is threat was contained in a letter by 
the president of the National Association of Resident Doctors (NARD), Emeka 
Orji, to the health minister, Ehanire, just last week. 

It is not a secret that the entirety of the health sector needs reforms. Doctors, 
nurses and other support staff  are underpaid and overworked. Many struggle 
to fi nd decent accommodation and support systems to facilitate the discharge 
of their duties. Th is, coupled with insane work hours, patient overload, poor 
health facilities, most of which are in a deplorable state, and a shortage of 
required equipment, means that the health sector needs to be comprehensively 
reformed. 

Equally important, government at all levels must take defi nite steps to 
develop local infrastructure for medical research and the manufacture of 
medical equipment to reduce reliance on importation. Many of our medical 
personnel leave the country out of frustration from the lack of  diagnostic 
equipment. Boosting research will also engage many of them and help broaden 
their knowledge. 

Th ere is also the need for reforming our medical training in a way that 
harmonises the training of new doctors trained in foreign countries with those 
trained here at home. Th is will help to avoid the recurring situation whereby 
many potential doctors trained in several foreign countries like Ukraine, 
Russia, Hungary, etc, never get to practice here, thereby diminishing the 
number of doctors available to work here.  

What the minister’s plans will encourage at this point, is the continued 
exodus of medical personnel who will now look to earn improved pay in the 
countries they migrate to and also hope to cash out on this plan to hire them 
by the FG in this new role. In the end, this strategy if considered carefully may 
only be treating the symptom of the disease, not the disease itself. 

We recognise the need to urgently address the brain drain, especially in the 
medical sector but whatever programme the government designs to address, 
this must start with addressing the causes of the mass migration in the fi rst 
place. We recognise that hiring Nigerian experts in the diaspora is in line with 
global best practices, however, the modalities of this arrangement must be 
clearly thought out, and articulated in a way that weighs all the pros and cons 
and helps rather than hinder the attempt to revive the health sector. 

Th is is a matter of national emergency and must be treated as such. 

Before we hire Diaspora 
doctors, nurses 

EDITORIAL
No. 20 P.O.W. Mafemi Crescent, Off  Solomon Lar Way, Utako District, Abuja

There was a story told about a 
political rally where the politicians 
promised the people of a certain 

locality that, if voted into power, they 
would eradicate the mosquitoes that 
were responsible for the incidence of 
malaria in the place. To illustrate his 
point, the campaign team displayed 
posters showing the mosquitoes they 
were referring to. 

But the people were not to be fooled; 
they knew their problems.   So, to the 
politician’s surprise, the people replied 
that they did not have those types of 
mosquitoes displayed on the posters. 

We are back to those days once again, 
as our politicians accompanied by their 
media strategists are busy painting for 
us pictures of an Eldorado they will 
soon unleash on us, once we give them 
our mandate come next month. Indeed, 
electioneering time has become the best 
time to live in Nigeria. At such a time, as 
we are experiencing now, we are jolted 
from our poverty-riddled psyches to 
glimpses of beauty that can be our lot 
here in Nigeria. 

Th is blame is not only for the current 
politicians, some of whom may be 
somewhere close to where you are now, 
and listing the various things they will 
do for your community, your local 
government, and even your state. Th ey 
are simply continuing the tradition that 
has kept Nigeria where it is right now. 

Th is is the trouble with our politics, 
which has been captured by those who 
tell us they mean well for us, while in 
fact, they are on a diff erent venture. If 
politics or political economy specifi cally 
is the art of managing resources for the 
good of all, then something has been 
wrong all along with the brand that has 
been practised in Nigeria so far. Th is 
brand of politics in Nigeria is one that 
focuses on the politicians rather than the 
people’s welfare. 

Otherwise, how come it is that we 
only get to hear or know how great this 
country or part of it could be only when 
elections are around the corner? Th ey 
reel to us the problems they will solve 
for us and how our lives, as Nigerians 
say, will never be the same again. Th ey 
remind us that this land is blessed with 
all the resources that are needed to turn 
it into something similar to any of the 
beautiful countries where the elite oft en 
jet out to enjoy life. 

Ordinary Nigerians have always 
wondered aloud why it is that Nigerian 
politicians, who have dominated the 
corridors of power, forget that the things 
they enjoy abroad can also be good to the 
masses at home. When they go to Dubai, 
London, New York, and other beautiful 
places on earth, why do they think that 
Nigerians at home are allergic to such 
good things, and therefore should not be 
made to enjoy them here? When they go 
to countries where electricity is available 
all day, why can’t they ask how those 
people achieved that, so we can replicate 
it here at home? 

Nigerians are not allergic to travelling 
on good roads. So, why is it almost 
impossible for us to have good roads 
in Nigeria? Or, is it that we have not 
seen enough examples of good roads 
that we cannot build here? Or that the 
technology that supports the kind of 

infrastructure there can’t be imported 
here? Or, is it that the models for 
fi nancing good roads, even within 
aff ordable budgets, do not exist? 

Somehow, each election cycle in 
Nigeria is just like a new beginning. It 
is as if the country has just begun and so 
we have to talk about the rudimentary 
things, just like the politicians whose 
campaign was to eradicate mosquitoes 
in that community. 

As Robert Heilbroner has said in his 
book, Th e Worldly Philosophers: “Th e 
secret to economic growth lay in the fact 
that each generation attacked Nature not 
only with its own energies and resources 
but with the heritage of equipment 
accumulated by its forebears. 

“And as that heritage grew – as 
each generation added its quota of 
new knowledge, factories, tools, and 
techniques to the wealth of the past, 
human productivity increased with 
astonishing rapidity.” 

But we do not seem to experience that 
creative addition cumulative buildup 
in the development of our economy. 
Th is explains why every four years, 
politicians dust their rusty strategy 
papers prepared for them by professional 
consultants and take over the airwaves 
in the name of political campaigns. Th at 
is because there is no continuity in the 
art of governance here. Each group, 
each dispensation comes with its own 
plan, which most of the time is totally 
diff erent from what the nation needs. 

Imagine that a certain fraction of 
campaign promises made to Nigerians 
has ever been faithfully implemented, 
whether in the health, or power, or 
energy sector, by any of the successive 
administrations. And that each 
administration added to what the 
previous ones built, and the next ones 
added their bit. What do you think 
would be the state of this economy 
today? 

Th e tragedy of Nigeria today is this 
duality that marks our politics. While 
they are gleefully reeling from their 
sweet-sounding agendas or manifestos, 
there is actually an unwritten or unseen 
version that in fact is the one pencilled 
down for implementation. 

Th is explains the fact that apart 
from one or two sectors, it is as if we 
are just starting all over in 2023. Take 
the power sector, for instance, where 
we are still shamefully struggling to 
produce enough electricity for Nigeria’s 
population. Th is is in spite of all the 
billions of dollars that have been sunk 
into that sector. 

Why do we still have as many as 
20 million out-of-school children in 
a country that says the youths are the 
hope for the future? What kind of future 
will out-of-school, under-the-bridge 
children create? By failing to prepare 
this large army of unlearned, unskilled 
children we are in eff ect preparing for 
the kind of country that they will create 
and dominate. 

Th at is part of our reality. Let’s take 
a snapshot of today’s Nigeria. In four 
years, let’s compare and see what would 
have changed. When that time comes, 
let’s hope that those asking for our votes 
today would be proud to own the new 
realities. 

Between electioneering promises 
and Nigeria’s social reality 
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INVITATION TO PUBLIC HEARING

The Senate Committee on Police Affairs hereby 
invites stakeholders and members of the public 
to a Public Hearing on Police Pension Board 

(Establishment) Bill, 2022 (SB 1009) and Nigeria Police 
Special Forces (Establishment) Bill, 2022 (SB 846) 
scheduled to hold as follows:
DATE: 20th January, 2023 
TIME: 10 am prompt 
VENUE: Conference Hall 231, Senate New Building, 
National Assembly Complex, Abuja  

Stakeholders expected at the Public Hearing are: 
(1) Inspector General of Police (IGP)

(2) National Coordinator, Nigeria Police Retirees 
(3) National Pension Commission
(4) Association of Retired Police Of  cers of Nigeria 
(5) Police Service Commission 
(6) Ministry of Police Affairs 
(7) Nigeria Police Trust Fund 
(8) Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 

Stakeholders are expected to submit their memoranda 
on or before Friday 20th January 2023, or visit the 
Committee Secretariat at Room 3.6 Senate Wing, White 
House, National Assembly Complex, Abuja or contact 
the Clerk to the Committee on: 07010990012. 

THE SENATE 
FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

COMMITTEE ON POLICE AFFAIRS 
National Assembly Complex, Three-Arms Zone 

P.M.B 141, Garki Abuja-Nigeria

Special Guest of Honour:
Senator Ahmad Ibrahim Lawan, PhD, GCON

President of the Senate 

Host:
Senator Dauda Halliru Jika 

Chairman, Senate Committee on Police Affairs
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AfCFTA would stimulate intra-African trade  - Buhari
… FG urged to dismantle tariff barriers

P
resident Muhammadu Buhari, has 
said the African Continental Free 
Trade Agreement (AfCFTA) would be a 
game changer that will stimulate intra-

African trade because the more ambitious the 
trade liberalization, the greater the expansion 
of Nigerian exports to its African partners.

Buhari, who was the special guest of honour 
at the ongoing three –day meeting of the 
Union of African Shippers’ Council (UASC) 
holding in Lagos, said AfCFTA is expected to 
bring about a number of benefits that African 
producers would enjoy in terms of access to 
cheaper inputs and intermediate goods as 
well as larger markets for their products while 
consumers have access to cheaper goods and 
a broader variety of products.

The 9th edition of the African Shippers Day 
is with the theme: ‘African Continental Free 
Trade Agreement: A Veritable Platform for 
African Shippers to Mainstream into Global 
Trade”

Buhari, who was represented by the 

Minister of State for Transport, Prince 
Ademola Adegoroye said on their part African 
economies should experience gains from 
trade and further benefit from removing the 
onerous requirements belonging to multiple 
and overlapping trade agreements within the 
continent.

He said that the UN Economic Commission 
for AFRICA has forecasted that AFCFTA could 
boost intra-Africa trade by 62 percent with 
the industrial sector forecast to gain the most.

With this, he said GDP and exports 
would increase by $44billion and $56billion 
respectively and AFCFTA could potentially 
increase jobs and move informal traders into 
the formal sector.

Noting that digitalization has been 
transforming the way businesses are done 
in Africa, he recalled that digitalization in 
2011 impacted the GDP of Africa by $8.3bn in 
addition to 600,000 jobs on the continent.

However, he said for AFCTA to have positive 
influence on long-term investment in 

Colloquium In honour of late Otunba 
Kunle Folarin to hold on Thursday

SIFAX inland terminal records 8736 
hours zero lost time Injury

Truck drivers 
lament extortion 
of members on 
port access roads
Truck drivers under the aegis of the 
Council of Maritime Transport Unions 
and Associations (COMTUA) have cried 
out over extortion of members by touts 
along all access roads to the nation’s 
seaports in Lagos.

The group called on relevant 
government agencies to address the issue, 
noting that the activities of touts, posted 
at the instance of the Maritime Workers 
Union Nigeria (MWUN), would further 
worsen the economy of the nation.

The group also expressed their deep 
frustration being experienced daily by 
its members in the course of discharging 
their lawful duty between Mile 2 and 
Sunrise bus stop.

A press statement signed by the 
National President of the council, Prince 
Adeyinka T. Aroyewun, narrated the gory 
details of excruciating torture, extortion 
and destruction of trucks its members 
face daily in the hands of touts who 
position themselves along port access 
roads and major highways in Lagos

It would be recalled that a tanker 
which fell into a ditch killing one person 
and seriously injuring another last 
week within the same axis, was said to 
be attempting to escape booby traps 
mounted by touts.

The statement noted sadly that this 
brazen illegality continues in broad 
daylight without any modicum of checks.

“In the face of all these nauseating 
experiences, we have remained law-
abiding: instead of resorting to violence, 
we have made several petitions and official 
letters to Government (at different levels) 
bidding to have relevant Government 
Authorities call the miscreants to order, 
all to no avail as all our entreaties are not 
attended to.

“Truly, the body language of the 
Government is only a confirmation of 
the claim of the touts that they have the 
backing of the Government and that 
they work in absolute connivance”, the 
COMTUA stated.

The statement noted that this brazen 
lawlessness leaves any rational being 
to query if the Government functions 
to encourage and support illegality 
and criminals who openly act against 
established law and order in the State.

 SIFAX Terminal in Ijora, Lagos State 

Media Friends of Late Otunba Kunle Folarin 
in collaboration with the Nigerian Ports 
Consultative Council, NPCC, will hold a 
One-Day Colloquium in honour of the late 
maritime sage, on Thursday, January 19.

Captains of industry, dignitaries, friends, 
maritime journalists, associates and family 
members of the late sage who passed on 
November 8, 2022, will be in attendance.

SIFAX Inland Container Terminal, a 
subsidiary of SIFAX Group, has achieved a 
massive feat by recording 8,736 hours of zero 
lost time to injury (LTI) during operations at 
the terminal.

This was disclosed by Mr. Paul Linden, 
Managing Director, SIFAX Inland Container 
Terminal, during the company’s Health, 
Safety and Environment (HSE) Week held 
recently.

According to Linden, after a few minor 
accidents recorded during the company’s 
first year of operations between 2020 and 
2021, the terminal’s management did a 
thorough review and evaluation of its health 
and safety processes and procedures with a 
view to minimizing accidents in the terminal.

He said: “The terminal is glad to announce 
that we recorded zero accidents in the 2022 
business year. This is a good one for us 
and we will improve on this in the coming 
years. I must applaud our HSE team for the 
thorough job of making sure that all staff 
and visitors comply with the policies of the 
terminal. Through their efforts we can roll 
out the drum to celebrate one year injury free 
workplace. A special thank you to all our staff 
for their cooperation too”.

Mr. Godwin Okoyeaniche, Head of HSE, 

A statement by the planning committee 
signed by Eguono Odjegba, revealed that the 
event is slated to take place at the Rockview 
Hotel, GRA Apapa Lagos and that it will be 
chaired by Capt. Emmanuel lheanacho, 
with a lead presentation titled “Ensuring 
Effective Disbursement of Cabotage Vessel 
Financing” to be delivered by Jean Chiazor 
Anishere SAN.

“A panel of discussants on the topic 
includes the Director General, Nigerian 
Maritime Administration and Safety Agency 
(NIMASA); Dr Bashir Jamoh, Shipowners 
Association of Nigeria (SOAN) President, 
Dr. MkGeorge Onyoung, Mrs. Funke Agbo, 
and a financial expert. The event is billed to 
begin by 9am prompt. The event is open to 
all maritime stakeholders,” he said. 

SIFAX ICT explained that the terminal was able 
to achieve this feat due to collaborative efforts 
of all stakeholders.

 “We are celebrating the 2022 HSE Week 
to appreciate all our stakeholders for their 
support towards helping us achieve a zero LTI 
this year. We promise that the New Year 2023 
will bring more possibilities for us all”, he said. 

Mr. Bode Ojeniyi, Group Executive Director, 
SIFAX Group remarked that the Group’s mantra 
of ‘Safety First’ has engineered a safe work 
environment for all its employees, clients and 
other stakeholders. He noted further that the 
company has invested heavily in health and 
safety equipment as well as training of its 
personnel in order to make the workplace safe.

‘NLNG Bonny plant still in operation, despite force majeure’
The management of the Nigeria LNG 
Limited, on Monday, said that operations 
at its plant on Bonny Island, Rivers State, is 
still active despite a Force Majeure declared 
in October 2022 and feed gas supply 
challenges.

Recalled that LNG had, in October 
2022, declared force majeure because of 

widespread flooding that disrupted supply.
But a statement by the General Manager, 

External Relations and Sustainable 
Development, Andy Odeh, revealed that the 
plant has continued to produce LNG and 
LPG that is commensurate to the feed gas it 
receives from its upstream gas suppliers.

Odeh said in addition to ensuring steady 

operation, NLNG remains committed to 
its culture of transparency and maintains 
consistent communication with key 
stakeholders on developments in the 
upstream sector.

“The company is closely monitoring 
the resolution of supply challenges by all 
relevant parties” he added.

producing capacities, the African government 
must develop appropriate supporting 
policies, build the requisite infrastructure and 
ensure an educated workforce.

He said, “We need to actively promote 
productive employment and decent work 
place, women’s empowerment and food 
security and reduction in inequalities”.

Meanwhile the Executive Secretary of the 
Nigerian Shippers Council (NSC), Emmanuel 
Jime, has urged the Federal Government to 
dismantle various tariff and non-tariff barriers 
hindering trade facilitation.

The NSC boss said the removal of all tariffs 
would boost intra African trade and harness 
the potentials in AfCFTA.

Jime explained that trading within African 
countries was currently at a paltry 11 percent 
while Africa’s trade to global trade was at a 
ridiculous three percent.

Jime in his welcome address said African 
leaders must embrace tariff liberalization to 
boost intra-African trade.

According to him, the re-orientation and re-
organisation of intra-Africa trade should start 
from the West and Central Africa sub-region, 
noting that by the time the region gets it right, 
it will be easier for other sub-regions in the 
African continent to trade among themselves.

 “I believe that AfCFTA is a very important 
tool to boost the African economy by 
increasing intra-African trade. When adequate 
measures are put in place to reduce tariff 
and non-tariff barriers that hamper trading 
between countries in the continent, then 
we will be on our way to achieving greater 
economic development for the continent.

“We all know that it is not an easy task, 
because a lot of things have been left undone 
in the past, but we can start now with great 
commitment and determination, we can 
achieve the Africa we all desire,” he added.

Jime further stated that if potentials in the 
intra-African trade were effectively harnessed, 
the African economy would expand by 52.4 
percent.
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CRUDE OIL BRENT $82.15/bbl

GOLD $1,799.07/ounce

SILVER $19.39/ounce

NATURAL GAS $4.63/MMBtu

CBN EXCHANGE RATES

US DOLLAR Pound STERLING   EURO YUAN/ RENMINBI RIYAL CFA

Buying 446.13 540.04 473.34 63.94 118.5 0.70

Central NGN 446.63 540.64 473.87 64.01 118.7 0.71

Selling NGN 447.13 541.25 473.40 65.08 118.8 0.72

COMMODITIES PRICE  (December 28, 2022)
Dollar Euro Pound S.

N733 N745 N915

Dollar Euro Pound S.

N743 N760 N930

From Habibu Idris Gimba, 
Damaturu

Th e Yobe State government has 
expressed its readiness to train 
over 13,000 people with various 
kinds of empowerment support 
in the weeks and months ahead.

Th e state Commissioner of 
Wealth Creation, Empowerment 
and Employment Generation, 
Mr Abdullahi Bego, stated this 
yesterday when he hosted the 
Association of Mobile Phones 
and Allied Products Traders of 
Nigeria (AMPAT), Yobe State 
chapter, in his offi  ce.

He said in a bid to boost the 
socio-economic activities of the 
state, Governor Mai Mala Buni is 
poised to support mobile phone 
business persons in the state.

He assured the commitments 
of Buni’s administration to 
providing material and training 
support to AMPAT members.

“Our ministry will work 
closely with Mobile Phones 
and Allied Products Traders of 
Nigeria and the Yobe Information 
Technology Development 
Agency (YITDA) to provide 
tools, kits, and training,” he said.

“More AMPAT members have 
the knowledge and skills you 
need to become more nimble 
and more professional in your 
chosen businesses,” he added. 

Earlier in his speech, AMPAT’s 
chairman, Alhaji Mohammed 
Kachallah, said the association 
has more than 10,000 members 
across the 17 local government 
areas of the state and that more 
youths are turning up to join 
GSM phone-related businesses.

He said the association seeks 
more ways to expand GSM 
phone-related businesses and 
services across the state and 
attract more youths to its ranks.

Yobe govt to 
empower 13,000 
youths on ICT, 
phone repairs

By Vincent Nwanma 

The plan by the Nigerian 
government to raise 
an average of between 

N320b and N400b per month 
in bond sales has been 
described as too ambitious, 
which the debt market may 
fi nd it diffi  cult to absorb.

A schedule of the bond 
auction for the fi rst quarter 
of 2023 seen by Daily Trust 
shows that the bonds are being 
re-opened, with each of them 
having a diff erent term to their 
original maturities.

For instance, for January, the 
government will on the 30th 
re-open the 13.98% FGN FEB 
2028, which has an original 
tenor of 10 years and currently 
has fi ve years, one month to 
maturity.

Th e second bond for January 
is the 12.50%FGN APR 2032, 
with an original tenor of 15 
years and now nine years and 
three months to maturity. Th e 
schedule says that the range 

of amount on off er for each of 
the bonds is between N80b and 
N100 b for each month.

Th e third off er for the month 
is the 16.2499% FGN APR 2037 
bond, with a 20-year tenor and 

currently has 14 years and three 
months to maturity.

Th e fourth bond for January 
is 14.80%FGN APR 2049, a 
30-year paper having 26 years 
and three months to maturity. 
According to the schedule, each 
of the bonds is to be re-off ered in 
the succeeding month, with one 
month less in terms of maturity 
from the previous month.

February 13 is the auction 
date for the second month’s 
off er, while March 20 is the 
auction date for the third month. 
However, market analysts have 
warned that the market may not 
have the capacity to absorb this 
quantum of issuance within the 
period, a bond analyst has said. 
“N320b to N400b a month? Th e 
market will scatter,” the bond 
trader said to Daily Trust by 
phone from Lagos.

From Abdullateef Aliyu, Lagos 

Th e suit fi led by the Airline 
Operators of Nigeria (AON) 
challenging the establishment of 
Nigeria Air has polarised the body 
of indigenous Airlines operating 
in Nigeria, Daily Trust can report. 

Th is followed a countersuit 
brought before the Federal High 
Court Lagos Judicial Division 
handling the matter on Monday 
by two AON members of the 
Board of Trustees (BOT).

Th ough the court presided over 
by Justice Ambrose Lewis-Allagoa 
had on Monday adjourned 
the matter till February 13, the 
countersuit fi led by the two 
members, a former Chairman of 
the AON and another operator, 
has introduced a new dimension 
into the matter.

Th e two operators are 
challenging the decision of the 
Incorporated Trustees of the 

AON including Azman Air Ser-
vices Limited, Air Peace Limited, 
Max Air Limited, United Nigeria 
Airlines and Top Brass Aviation 
Limited who are plaintiff s in the 
suit, to fi le the action, claiming 
they are not representing them.

Our correspondent however 
learned that the application by the 
two AON members was countered 
by the Plaintiff s with the minute of 
a meeting of the AON where the 
decision to fi le the suit was taken.

It would be recalled that the 
AON had in November last year 
sued the government challenging 
its decision to select Ethiopian 
Airlines as the core investor for the 
proposed airline.

Th e defendants in the suit 
are Nigeria Air Limited, Ethio-
pian Airlines, Sen. Hadi Sirika 
and the Attorney General of the 
Federation.

Th e court had earlier granted 
an order stopping the government 

from going ahead with the project 
pending the determination of 
the motion on notice fi led by the 
AON.

Th e government through its 
defence counsel has failed to 
set aside the order stopping the 
project.

On Friday, counsels to the 
federal government fi led a fresh 
motion seeking the transfer of the 
case to Abuja but this was opposed 
by the AON which argued that all 
the airlines that fi led the suit have 
their head offi  ces in Lagos.

Th e government on its part also 
claimed that all the defendants 
operate in Abuja.

But the matter of jurisdiction 
is yet to be settled when the 
two AON members fi led their 
countersuit.

But in adjourning the matter 
till February, the AON lawyer 
was given one week to study the 
request of the government for a 

transfer of the matter to Abuja.
Th is is expected to be heard 

before the substantive motion 
challenging the establishment of 
the airline would be heard. 

A member of the AON who 
spoke with Daily Trust on the 
condition of anonymity yesterday 
said, “Th e case has been adjourned 
again till February which is 
about a week or two weeks to the 
election and the matter is not even 
ripe for hearing because of the 
jurisdictional application brought 
before the court.

“We remain resolute in 
challenging this and following the 
case to a logical conclusion. Th e 
truth is our members who brought 
a countersuit were at the AGM 
where the decision to challenge 
the establishment of Nigeria Air 
was taken but we are taken aback 
by the countersuit but we believe 
that Justice would be served by the 
court.”

By Abdullateef Salau

Th e Senate on Tuesday blamed the 
fi nance minister, Zainab Ahmed, 
and Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) 
governor, Godwin Emefi ele, 
for the delay in reconsidering 
President Muhammadu Buhari’s 
request to restructure the apex 
bank’s N22.7trn loan.

President Buhari had, in 
December, asked the red 
chamber to restructure the CBN 
loan extended to the federal 
government under its Ways and 
Means advances to raise the 

amount to N23.7trn with a tenor of 
40 years, three years moratorium 
on repayment and an interest rate 
of 9%.

But the request was suspended 
for lack of details with an ad hoc 
panel set up to interface with 
the fi nance minister and CBN 
governor for details on the N22.7 
trillion loan.

President Buhari, while 
speaking aft er signing the 2023 
budget, urged the National 
Assembly to reconsider its position 
on his proposal to securitise the 
federal government’s outstanding 

Ways and Means balance at the 
CBN.

Speaking on the fl oor of the 
Senate on Tuesday, the panel’s 
chairman, Senator Ibrahim Gobir, 
said he could not present the 
report of his committee because 
the information requested from 
the fi nance minister and CBN 
governor was not available.

He told the Senate that a series of 
attempts made by the committee to 
meet the offi  cials for the required 
details proved abortive.  

He said: “As a special committee 
for urgent and thorough 

assignment, we hit the ground 
running immediately aft er 
composition on 28th of December 
last year. 

“For required details on the 
N22.7 trillion Ways and Means 
restructuring, six vital questions 
were raised; fi ve for the CBN 
governor and one for the fi nance 
minister, but their trips abroad 
prevented us from asking them the 
questions.  

“Now that they are around, 
we request the Senate to give us 
additional three days for thorough 
work on the assignment and 

submission of the report.”
He, therefore, sought more time 

to turn in the panel’s report.  
Senate President Ahmad Lawan 

in his response said: “If there is 
a need for the Senate to sit up to 
Friday this week for thorough 
consideration and passage of 
the request, it will be done but 
the aff ected offi  cials from the 
executive must also expedite 
action on the provision of the 
required information as regards 
documents authorising approval 
and disbursement of the money 
totaling N22.7 trillion,” he said.

Cracks in AON over Nigeria Air suit

Senate blames fi nance minister, CBN gov for delay in reconsidering Buhari’s N22.7trn loan restructuring

Nigeria to raise N400bn per 
month through bond sales

Plan too ambitious – Analyst

  Ahmed
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Nigeria exported cotton lint worth 
29.9bn in 2022 – NACOTAN

FG holds bidders’ conference for aerotropolis, cargo terminal

By Philip Shimnom 
Clement 

The President of the 
National Cotton 
Association of 

Nigeria, NACOTAN, Anibe 
Achimugu said the Nigeria 
texting sector is currently 
resuscitating as the value of 
exported cotton lint reached 
N29.9 billion ($64 million) 
as at November 2022.

He stated this yesterday at 
the 1st Nigeria International 
Cotton Summit and Expo 
2023 in Abuja organised 
by the association in 
collaboration with the 
Federal Ministry of Industry, 

Trade and Investment with 
the theme “Revamping the 
Cotton Value Chain.”

He decried that the golden 
age of cotton and textile was 
truncated aft er Nigeria had 
discovered oil, which led to 
the closure of the popular 
Kaduna textile and other 
textile factories across the 
country.

He however noted the 
various interventions of the 
federal government especially 
the CBN.

“Th e interventions of 
the CBN in the cotton and 
textile value chain are the 
reason why we are here 
today. Th ese interventions 

have made it possible for us 
to increase production from 
80,000 metric tons to 133,000 
metric tons and also increase 
the number of factories in 
operation from seven to 
twenty-three.

Also, due to the impact 
of these interventions, our 
membership has increased 
from 67,000 in 2019 to 
200,000 as of 2022 while 
the cotton value chain 
experienced an increase in 
export value from $31m in 
2010 to $64m  as at November 
2022,” he said.

He added that the 
Executive Order 003 by 
President Muhammadu 

Buhari mandating the 
military to patronise local 
textiles in producing 
their uniforms is also a 
contributing factor to the 
growth of the cotton and 
textile sector.

He urged the federal 
government to collaborate 
with the private sector and 
other relevant agencies in 
driving the sector forward.

Earlier in his remarks, the 
Minister of Industry, Trade 
and Investment, Otunba 
Richard Adebayo, noted 
that 24 states are currently 
producing cotton in Nigeria 
with Katsina State taking the 
lead.

By Chris Agabi 

Th e Ministry of Aviation has 
held a bidders’ conference 
for aerotropolis and cargo 
terminal development in 
the country. 

Th e bidders’ conference 
held in Abuja is in line with 
the criteria in the Public 
Private Partnership (PPP) 
procurement phase. 

Th e conference is in 
fulfi llment of the provision 
of the Infrastructure 
Concession Regulatory 
Commission (ICRC) Act 
and National Policy on 
Public-Private-Partnership.

Minister of Aviation, 

Sen. Hadi Sirika, in his 
remarks said, “Government 
is committed to the 
projects and that is why 
it is taking time because 
of due diligence as ICRC 
superintended the process.”

He said as an entity 
regulating PPP, we follow 
their template so that 
members of the public get 
the value for the money.

“Th e present 
administration is not willing 
to sell public properties 
but willing to make them 
better, by giving them to the 
private sector to make them 
better so that there is value 
for the money,” he added.

Director of Planning, 
Research and Statistics, 
Muhammed Shehu, who 
doubles as chairman of 
Project Delivery Team 
(PDT) said the ministry is 
in the procurement phase 
for the selection of preferred 
bidders for the projects.

He said the conference is 
designed to interface with 
the companies/consortia 
that were successful at the 
Request for Qualifi cation 
(RFQ) stage and have been 
re-qualifi ed to proceed to 
the Request for Proposal 
stage of the procurement 
phase. 

“Th e programme is to 

enable the companies to 
make clarifi cations with 
the consultant on the areas 
in the request for proposal 
package and draft  contract 
agreement. Th e result of 
the exercise will guide them 
in the pupation of both 
technical and fi nancial 
proposals,” he explained.

Th e Director of 
Transport Infrastructure 
(ICRC), Emmanuel 
Onwadi, said at this stage 
of the transaction, ICRC 
is willing and committed 
to making sure that we 
achieve the set standard in 
line with the aspiration of 
Nigerians.

By Zakariyya Adaramola

About 250 locally made 
technological products 
which can generate 
hundreds of billions of 
naira for Nigeria have been 
presented to local and 
foreign investors by the 
federal government. 

Th e technological 
products, all developed 
by Nigerian scientists at 
the Federal Institute for 
Industrial Research Oshodi 
(FIIRO), were presented 
on Tuesday during FIIRO 
Day at the ongoing Science, 
Technology and Innovation 
(STI) Expo taking place at 
the Eagle Square in Abuja. 

“We have conducted 
cutting edge research on 
some raw materials readily 
available in Nigeria leading 
to the development of not 
less than 250 technologies, 
resulting in the creation of 
profi table enterprises which 
invariably has led to the 
generation of jobs through 
its multiplier eff ects, thereby 
reducing poverty and 
earning of foreign exchange”, 
the FIIRO Director General 
Dr Jummai Adamu said. 

Jummai who presented 
the products said FIIRO 
had focused on Research 
& Development (R&D) 
activities that are market-
driven, and demand-
oriented and could move 
Nigeria from an import 
dependent to sustainable 
self-reliant and production 
for exports. 

“We call on investors and 

other relevant partners to 
invest in our cutting edge 
R&D products, goods and 
services and also collaborate 
with us to support our 
dear nation to achieve its 
diversifi cation agenda of 
moving from consumption 
to production economy 
through eff ective utilisation 
of Science, Technology and 
Innovation in the shortest 
possible period,” she added.

She said Nigeria’s mono-
economy dependence 
on oil and gas, which is 
non-renewable, had kept 
the country away from 
meaningful development 
that would have made it 
respected among the comity 
of nations.

Th e DG listed some of 
the institute’s technological 
products including 
the Development and 
Production of High Nutrient 
Biscuits for School Age 
Children; the Development 
and Production of Ready-
to-use Th erapeutic Foods 
for the Management of 
Severe Acute Malnutrition 
(SAM); Nutraceuticals 
for the Management of 
Diseases such as Sickle 
Cell Anaemia-Research 
and Commercialisation; 
Development of 
Antilipemic/Hypolipidemic 
from Selected Fruits for the 
Management of Obesity; 
Utilisation of Neem Extracts 
for Production of Neem 
Skin Care/Oral Hygiene 
Products; and Development 
and Production of Fibre-
Enriched Bread. 

FG showcases 250 technological 
products before investors

From Eugene Agha, 
Lagos

Th e Murtala Mohammed 
Airport Command of the 
Nigeria Customs Service, 
yesterday, said it collected 
N69.8 billion as revenue 
in 2022 compared to 
the N55.67bn that it 
generated in the same 
period in 2021.

Customs Area 
Controller, Sambo 
Dangaladima, made 

this disclosure while 
presenting the command’s 
revenue profi le for 2022.

He said: “I make bold 
to say that this area 
command never had it 
so good. Th is shows an 
overwhelming increase of 
N14.1billion representing 
25.34%. Th e 2022 yearly 
target was N66.9 billion 
but the command 
surpassed the target with 
N2.83bn representing a 
4.24% increase.”

By Amina Abdullahi, Yola

Th e Federal Mortgage 
Bank of Nigeria (FMBN), 
in collaboration with the 
Nigerian Labour Congress 
(NLC), Trade Union 
Congress (TUC), Nigerian 
Employers’ Consultative 
Association (NECA), and 
Almukab Dynamics Limited 
as implementing partner 
commissioned 100 housing 

units on Monday, at Shagari 
Low-cost in Yola.

Speaking at the occasion, 
the Managing Director of 
FMBN, Mr Madu Hamman, 
said the NHF is a mandatory 
contribution scheme that 
requires Nigerian workers in 
both public and private sectors 
earning a minimum of N3,000 
per annum to contribute 2.5% 
of their monthly income to the 
scheme and based on regular 

contribution to the fund, a 
contributor becomes eligible to 
enjoy from FMBN several loans 
and service at concessionary 
interest rates which are 
repayable over a long tenor of 
over 25 years.

He explained that the 
commissioning is an affi  rmation 
that the NHF scheme is meeting 
its mandate of providing 
access to homeownership to 
the overriding majority of 

the middle and low-income 
working class in Nigeria who 
are also the commanding 
majority of the contributors to 
the NHF scheme.

He noted that FMBN has 
provided the construction funds 
for the development of the 
housing estate at a concession 
interest rate of 10%, and 
provides mortgage fi nancing for 
the purchase of these houses to 
buyers at the rate of 6% which 

is also the lowest interest rate 
in Nigeria with a repayment 
period of over 25years.

He observed that under this 
phase, the bank is delivering 
40 units of 3-bedroom semi-
detached bungalows at N8.3 
million and 36 units of 
22-bedroom semi-detached 
bungalows at N6.8 million, 
and 24 units of 11-bedroom 
semi-detached bungalows at 
N3.1million.

MMA customs collects 
N69.77billion in a year

FMBN, NLC others commission 100 housing units in Adamawa

  From left: General Manager, Quick Service Restaurants, Mr Jude Ogbonna; Executive Director, Mr Nnamdi Okpara;  
General Manager, Lagos & South West Region, Mr Jubril Shoaga and Head of Marketing, Mr Nduka Mokwunye  during the 
customer-centric strategy session organized by Sundry Foods Limited recently in Port-Harcourt, Rivers State recently
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By Muideen Olaniyi

President Muhammadu Buhari 
says some people hide under the 
canopy of religion to advance 

their economic and political agenda.
He stated this yesterday at 

Nouakchott, Mauritania, while 
meeting with Rashad Hussain, United 
States Ambassador-at-Large for 
International Religious Freedom.

Th e president, according to a 
statement by his spokesman, Femi 
Adesina, said continuous education 
was needed so that the larger populace 
would not be hoodwinked.

Buhari, who narrated his private 

meeting at the White House with 
former President Donald Trump, 
recalled Trump asking him: “why’re 
you killing Christians in Nigeria,” and 
how he proceeded to tell him that the 
issue in the country was not religious, 
but rather criminal, and a usage of 
religion by some elements to further 
their economic, and sometimes, 
political interests.

“It’s a problem Nigeria has been 
struggling with for a long time, and 
it’s completely unnecessary,” he said.

“Some people use religion as 
sentiment, but with adequate 
education, people are seeing through 
it now. Majority of the people just 

want to practise their religion without 
problem, but some people cash in on 
religious misunderstanding for their 
own ends.

“When people are educated, they’re 
able to discern when others want to 
use religion for certain ends. Th ey do 
it mostly for material reasons.

“Also, when some people are 
incompetent, they bring in all sorts 
of excuses, including religion,” he 
added.

Ambassador Hussain said the US 
was interested in partnering with 
Nigeria in the areas of formal and 
non-formal education, towards 
religious harmony.

By Faruk Shuaibu

Th e North East Development Commission (NEDC) 
yesterday said 90 post graduate students would be 
off ered a $700,000 (N316m) research grant to identify 
solutions to the recovery process of the North East.

Th e grant, which is under the commission’s  North 
East Recovery and Stability Program through the 
Multi-Sectoral Recovery Project, will engage six 
universities and one research institute in Borno, Yobe 
and Adamawa States

Speaking at a workshop for the fl ag-off  of the 
event yesterday in Abuja, the federal coordinator 
of the programme Muhammad Danjuma, said the 
project was a $376m World Bank loan that the federal 
government took to resuscitate socio-economic 
activities in the three states and given as a grant to 
respond to their needs.

He said the grant would support research in 
fi ve thematic areas of agriculture, climate change 
mitigation, regional planning, peace building and 
social cohesion.

By Abdullateef Salau

President Muhammadu Buhari has sought the Senate 
confi rmation of seven persons reappointed as national 
commissioners of the Independent Corrupt Practices and 
other Related Off ences Commission (ICPC). 

Buhari’s request was contained in a letter read on the 
fl oor by Senate President Ahmad Lawan during Tuesday 
plenary. 

Th e letter reads in part: “In accordance with Section 
3(3) and (7) of the Corrupt Practices and Other Related 
Off ences Act 2000, I write to forward for confi rmation by 
the Senate the under-listed names of seven (7) persons for 
reappointment as members of the Independent Corrupt 
Practices and other Related Off ences Commission 
(ICPC).”

Th e nominees are: Justice Adamu Bello (rtd) from 
Katsina State to represent North West, Hannatu 
Mohammed (Jigawa state) to represent North West, Mrs 
Olubukola Balogun (rtd) from Lagos State to represent 
South West and Dr. Grace Nkechiyere Chinda from Delta 
State to represent South-South.

Others are: Barr. Obiora Samuel Igwedibia from 
Anambra state to represent South East, Abdullahi 
Maikano from Niger state to represent North Central 
and Prince Dauda Yahaya Umar from Nasarawa state to 
represent North Central.

By John Chuks Azu

Th e Attorney-General of the Federation and Minister of 
Justice, Abubakar Malami, yesterday described the 1,342 
cases of sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) in 
Nigeria as disturbing phenomenon.

Malami spoke in Abuja at the opening of a two-day 
capacity building for judges on SGBV focusing on the use 
of practice direction and guidelines on the trial of sexual 
and gender-based violence and ancillary procedure.

He said the Federal Government had responded to 
the malaise by far-reaching policy, institutional and 
legislative measures such as the Violence Against Persons 
(Prohibition) Act of 2015 (VAPP), which has been adopted 
in 34 out of the 36 states of the country.

He said the government had also established the Inter-
Ministerial Management Committee on the Eradication 
of SGBV, the SGBV response unit of the Ministry of Justice 
to facilitate access to justice for victims of SGBV-related 
off ences and the Prosecution Hub consisting of selected 
investigators and prosecutor from relevant MDAs.

Earlier, Director-General, National Agency for the 
Prohibition of Traffi  cking in Persons, Fatima Waziri-Azi, 
had spoken about 1,342 SGBV cases involving spousal 
abuse, rape, physical injury, and abandonment.

By Abbas Jimoh

Former governors of Ekiti and Osun 
States, Kayode Fayemi and Rauf 
Aregbesola respectively and others 
yesterday identifi ed poor national 
revenue generation, unemployment 
and poor implementation of 
campaign promises as factors 
inhibiting Nigeria’s development. 

Th ey spoke in Abuja at one-day 
dialogue and 12th anniversary of 
an online media platorm, Nigeria 
Politics Online (NPO) Reporters, 
with the theme: ‘2023 & Beyond: 
Tracking Campaign Promises for 
Good Governance’.

Th is is as the newspaper’s 

publisher, Semiu Okanlawon, 
urged Nigerians to contribute 
meaningfully to national 
development.

Aregbesola, who is the Minister 
of Interior, said Nigeria’s slow 
developmental pace over the years 
was due to the failure to adequately 
organise its local government 
structures. 

He asked: “Why is Nigeria still 
having challenges? Is it because 
we have no revenue? A country of 
200 million people, less than fi ve 
percent are working and earning 
and you think there’ll be progress?

Fayemi, while speaking on why 
most governors and other political 

leaders fail to fulfi l their campaign 
promises, said they are confronted 
with extenuating circumstances 
they cannot explain.

“Even when they can explain it, 
time elapses and they’re not able to 
do it.”

A former governor of Kwara 
State, Abdulfatah Ahmed, urged 
Nigerians not to get blown-away by 
sugar-coated campaign promises, 
but investigate the quality, capacity, 
mental alertness and suitability of 
the campaigner.

He said for campaign promises 
to be easily implemented, it must 
conform to the contents of the 
national and state budgets.

By Seun Adeuyi 

Executive Vice Chairman, National 
Agency for Science and Engineering 
Infrastructure (NASENI), Prof. 
Mohammed Haruna, yesterday said 
for a nation to develop industrially, 
it must be able to manufacture 
machines and tools.

He said this in Abuja at the 
signing of a Memorandum of 
Understanding between NASENI 
and the National Metallurgical 
Development Centre (NMDC), Jos.

He said the partnership would 
help equip industries in Nigeria 
with tools, machines and spare 
parts to enhance development.

“Processing metals and iron to 
produce tools and machines is a 
must. No nation can have industrial 
development if it cannot fabricate 
tools and machines.

“And it’s not possible to do so until 
a nation appropriately develops and 
processes the God-given mineral 
resources. If we don’t do this, we’ll 
only continue to be importers of 
other people’s products.

“For NASENI to partner with 
NMDC and all together to help us 
contribute our quarter to the revival 
and development of iron and steel 
industry in Nigeria, particularly 
our ambition to participate around 
some aspects of Ajaokuta Steel 

Company is a thing of joy and 
the beginning of transformation, 
which is the beginning of actually 
equipping the industries in Nigeria 
with tools, machines and spare 
parts.

“Most industries are not 
operational because they import 
everything,” he said.

Director-General, NMDC, Prof. 
Linus Asuquo, said with the MOU, 
Nigeria would be on the right 
pedestal to compete favorably with 
the developed economies in the 
world. 

Asuquo said NMDC 
was committed to the full 
implementation of the agreement.

‘Some people using religion 
for economic, political agenda’

NEDC off ers 90 students 
N316m research grant

Buhari reappoints 7 ICPC 
commissioners  

1,342 gender-based cases 
disturbing– Malami

Why Nigeria is not getting it right-Aregbesola, Fayemi, Ahmed

Nigeria must fabricate machines, tools for industrial devt– NASENI

  From left: Representative of the Minister of  FCT, Mrs Asabe Umar; Acting Director General, National Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC), Mrs Christy Uba and Director of Planning, Research and Statistics of the corps, Alhaji Wada Ikaka, during the opening 
ceremony of the 2023 Batch ‘A’ Pre-Orientation Workshop in Abuja on Tuesday.          PHOTO: NAN  
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From Zahraddeen Yakubu 

Shuaibu, Kano
 

A bride, Khadija Abdullahi, 
has allegedly been wounded 
on her eye by vigilantes at 

Dantamashe town, Ungogo LGA 
of Kano State during her wedding 
party.

Th e incident, which happened 
over the weekend in the evening, 
left  the bride with a bandaged 
eye, when she was supposed to be 
conveyed to her new home.

According to witnesses, vigilante 
members were invited to stop 
the local party, also known as DJ, 
organised by the bride, which later 
generated controversy and a stone 
that was hurled hitting her in one 

of her eyes.
Th ey said some neighbours of the 

bride’s family called the attention of 
the vigilantes to the party, following 
a total ban on such gatherings by 
the community elders.

Also speaking on the incident, 
the bride said she could only 
remember when the vigilante 
offi  cers arrived at the place, as she 
later saw herself on a hospital bed.

“We were busy with our party 
when I saw the vigilantes—about 
10 of them coming. Th ey started 
beating people, saying that the 
party would not hold. From there, 
I didn’t know what happened, I just 
found myself on a hospital bed with 
a wounded eye,” she said.

On his part, the groom, Hamisu 

Bala, described the incident as 
a deliberate move to destroy 
their happiness and called on the 
authorities to fi ght for the rights of 
his bride.

“We won’t forgive anyone that 
did this on our happiest day. We 
want the authorities concerned 
to act. It was deliberate since they 
knew it was a wedding party.”

But the vigilante group in the 
LGA said their men did not touch 
anybody at the place and that the 
grudge was between the people and 
a committee that banned a party 
(called DJ) in the area.

“We didn’t do anything there. It 
was a committee that banned DJ 
in the area. As we speak, we are at 
the police command with all the 

Vigilantes injure bride’s eye 
during wedding party
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Tiler jailed 1 year for 
stealing pig

Customs hands over 253kg 
hemp to NDLEA in Niger

An Area Court in Jos on Tuesday 
sentenced a 24-year-old tiler, 
Stephen John, to one year in prison 
for stealing a pig and attempting to 
sell it.

Th e magistrate, Th omas Ajitse, 
who sentenced John, however, gave 
him an option of N10,000 fi ne, aft er 
he pleaded guilty to the charge.

Earlier, the prosecution counsel, 
Insp. Ibrahim Gokwat, told the court 
that the case was reported on Dec. 
20, 2022, at the “A” Division Police 
Station by one Aken Galadima of 
Rock Haven, Jos.

Th e prosecutor said the convict 
stole the pig from one Michael 
Omolara, the owner, and took it to 
the complainant to sell before he was 
reported.

Th e off ence, he said, was 
punishable under Section 57 of the 
Plateau Penal Code Law. (NAN)

By Abubakar Akote, Minna
 

Th e Niger/Kogi Command of 
the Nigeria Customs Service on 
Tuesday handed over 253.6kg of 
hemp to the National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency in Niger 
State.

Handing over the drug, the 
Area Comptroller of Niger/
Kogi Area Command, Busayo 
Oluwagbemiga Kadejo, said 317 
packages of the illicit items were 
intercepted along the Abuja-
Lokoja highway during a patrol 
by offi  cers of the command.

He said the items were worth 
N20.6 million, adding that they 
were handed over to the NDLEA 
for agency action in line with the 
synergy between the agencies.

25

From Usman A Bello, Benin
 

A 20-year-old man, identifi ed 
only as Amafè, has allegedly 
defi led a 2-year-old girl in Edo 

State.
It was gathered that the incident 

happened in Oza community, 
Orhionmwon LGA of the state.

Th e suspect, who is said to be a 
relative of the victim, allegedly lured 
the minor into the bush while her 
grandmother was working on the 
farm and defi led her.

It was learnt that some passersby 
who heard the child’s cries reported the 
incident to the victim’s grandmother, 
who was not aware that the minor was 
taken into the bush.

Th e victim, it was gathered, was 
living with her grandmother in 
the community as her parents had 
separated.

Source said the father of the victim, 
who resides in Lagos, sent  the child to 
stay with his mother aft er separating 
from the victim’s mother

“Th e grandmother took her to the 
farm, and while she was working, the 
man went to where the grandmother 
kept her and lured the little girl to a 
place where he defi led her,” the source 

said.
Th e source said vigilante operatives 

in the area later arrested the suspect 
and handed him over to the police 
at the Divisional Headquarters in 
Abudu.

A police offi  cer at the Abudu 
division, who craved anonymity, 
confi rmed the incident to our reporter.

He said the matter would be 
transferred to the State Criminal 
Investigation Department (SCID) for 
prosecution.

From Eugene Agha Lagos

Authority in charge of the Murtala 
Mohammed Airport (MIA) Command 
of the Nigeria Customs Service, on 
Tuesday, said it intercepted military 
and police hardware at the cargo 
section of the domestic wing of the 
airport.

It said one Olaolu Marquis was 
arrested for his involvement in the 
illegal importation, noting that the 
suspect was nabbed for his inability to 
provide End Users Certifi cate.

Th e command also said it intercepted 
cartoons of illicit substances shipped 
into the country by criminally minded 
businessmen.

It said the seized items, if allowed 
to go into circulation, are capable of 
being used to disrupt the forthcoming 
general election in February.

Th e Customs Area Controller of 
the Muritala Muhammed Airport 
Command (MMAC), Compt. Sambo 

Dangaladima, made this revelation at a 
press conference in Lagos.

Dangaladima said the drugs 

intercepted consist of 162 cartons of 
banned Tramadol, hydrochloride 225 
& 250mg, military and police hardware.

From Peter Moses, Abeokuta
 

Th e management of the Deevhine 
Clinic and Maternity Home, in the 
Papalanto axis of Ewekoro LGA of 
Ogun State, has reportedly broken 
the government seal and resumed 
operations, barely a week aft er the 
facility was shut.

Th e government had sealed some 
health facilities in Ewekoro LGA for 
falling short of set standards.

However, when the monitoring 
team of the Ministry of Health 
visited the facility, it was discovered 
that the proprietor had broken 
the government seal and resumed 
operations.

Th e commissioner of Health, Dr 
Tomi Coker, expressed anger over 

the development in a statement made 
available to journalists on Sunday.

She said the government had 
commenced the prosecution of the 
owner of an illegal medical facility 
for various infractions, adding that 
it would leave no stone unturned in 
combating quackery in the state.

According to Coker, the maternity 
home was not duly registered and 
lacked qualifi ed medical personnel, 
noting that the audacious move of the 
proprietor to remove the government 
seal and resume operations forced 
the ministry to initiate legal action 
against her.

Coker said the case “is being 
handled by the Department of Public 
Prosecution (DPP) of the Ogun State 
Ministry of Justice.”

By Saawua Terzungwe

Residents, motorists, commuters 
and travelers on the popular 
Nyanya-Keffi   expressway 
experienced hardship as a result 
of the ongoing repair work on the 
Ado bridge in Nasarawa State.

One lane of the road linking 
Ado, Masaka, New Karu, New 
Nyanya, Auta Balefi , Kuchikau 
and Keffi   towns, all in Nasarawa, 
has been barricaded following the 
repair.

Our reporter, who visited 
the area, reported that there 
was a traffi  c diversion aft er the 
popular Mararaba town, precisely 
around a U-turn by the Abacha 
Bus Terminal close to AA Rano 
Filling Station.

Th e diversion was aimed at 
stopping motorists from plying 
the lane where the bridge repair 
work is ongoing.

Some petty traders from Ado, 
New Karu, New Nayanya, Auta 
Balefi , Kuchikawu and Masaka 
who spoke with our reporter said 
that the development was a threat 
to their economic fortune.

One of them who simply gave 
his name as Francis, a tailor, said, 
“I can’t bear it any more. I won’t 
go to work tomorrow; I can’t kill 
myself. How can a road be this 
locked up?”

Daily Trust reports that the 
expressway is the only known 
route connecting Abuja and 
Nasarawa State.

Pregnant women, nursing 
mothers walk long distances

Sequel to the gridlock that 
occurred for several hours and 
later resulted in total lockdown 
on Sunday and Monday night, 
stranded passengers were seeing 
walking long distances.

Our reporter who went to the 

scene to observe things fi rst hand, 
reports that pregnant women, 
nursing mothers, old men and 
women, the sick and children 
were all trekking due to road 
blockade.

When approached for 
comments, one of the nursing 
mothers said, “I’m tired, I can’t 
talk to you now.”

But when our reporter 
persevered, the woman from the 
North who simply gave her name 
as Hadiza said,” Imagine, my child 
is sick; we are just coming from 
the Medical Centre, Mararaba. 
Th is is the worst day of my life.”

When contacted, the engineers 
said the repair would last for 
seven days.

One of them who refused to 
be named said, “It’s not really 
a serious work; it’s not a major 
crack, so it will take about seven 
days to fi nish.”

By Muideen Olaniyi
 

Th e Muslim community in 
Gwarinpa Estate, Abuja, has 
dragged the Nigeria Police 
to court over the alleged 
gruesome murder of a truck 
driver, Malam Kabiru Babai, by 
a police offi  cer in Osun State.

Th e group, which fi led a 
fundamental human rights 
case between Balkisu Kabiru 
Babai vs. Police Service 

Commission and four others, 
in the Federal High Court 
sitting in Maitama, Abuja, on 
Tuesday, is demanding N2 
billion in compensation for the 
family of the deceased.

In a suit No. FHC/ABJ/
CS/1292/22 before Hon. 
Justice A. R. Mohammed, 
Federal High Court, Maitama, 
the community is urging the 
court to grant its prayers to 
enable the widow to take care 

of the children.
Th e Muslim group told the 

court that it decided to pursue 
the case for justice and fairness.

Malam Babai was alleged 
to have been murdered by 
Sergeant Moses Samuel of the 
Osun State Police Command 
on the 3rd of December, 2021 
at about 5pm.

Th e deceased, until his 
death, was a truck driver, 
imam, philanthropist and 

breadwinner of his family.
According to the report, 

their truck developed a 
mechanical fault around Ota 
Efun, Osogbo, Osun State, 
and while he was under the 
truck to fi x it, some offi  cers 
arrived, had an argument with 
Malam Kabiru Babai, and was 
allegedly killed by the police.

Th e body of Malam Babai 
was taken from the Osun police 
command to the mortuary 

at the Uniosun Teaching 
Hospital, Osogbo, Osun State, 
before he was later taken to 
Bauchi State for burial.

Th e group told the court 
that the police had indicted 
Sergeant Moses Samuel for the 
murder, but the offi  cer had not 
been prosecuted to date, and 
no support had been off ered 
by the Nigeria Police Force to 
the family of the late Malam 
Babai.

Man, 20, defi les 2-year-old 
girl in Edo

1 arrested as customs intercepts military, 
police hardware at Lagos airport

Infractions: Ogun hospital sealed by govt removes seal, resumes duty

Travelers trapped, pregnant women stranded 
over bridge repair near Abuja

Muslim community sues police over murder, demand N2bn compensation

Govt kicks, begins trial

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah 

Th e FCT police commissioner, 
CP Sadiq I. Abubakar, 
has ordered a preliminary 
investigation into the shooting 
of an Uber driver, identifi ed as 
Afam, by a yet-to-be identifi ed 
person.

Abubakar, while reacting to 
an online media report that 
armed robbers shot dead an 
Uber driver in Kubwa, an Abuja 
suburb, on Monday, said the 
report was misleading.

A statement by the command 
spokeswoman, DSP Adeh 
Josephine, said information at 
the command’s disposal had it 
that on Monday, at about 10pm, 
an altercation ensued between 
an Uber driver and another 
person yet to be identifi ed over 
a parking space at Gimbiya 
Street, Garki.

She said the altercation 
snowballed into physical 
violence, which resulted in the 
armed man shooting the Uber 
driver and running away.

“And it was upon receipt 
of the information of the 
unfortunate incident, operatives 
from the Garki police division 
draft ed to the scene and rescued 
the injured Uber driver to the 
nearest hospital where he is 
currently recuperating.”

According to her, the police 
commissioner also ordered an 
aggressive manhunt to identify 
and apprehend the fl eeing 
suspect.

A 22-year-old man, Adebanji 
Elijah, was on Tuesday, arraigned 
before an Ado-Ekiti Magistrates’ 
Court over alleged stealing and 
willful damage of a traditional 
ruler’s palace.

Elijah, whose address was not 
given, is facing a two-count charge 
of stealing and willful damage.

Th e police prosecutor, Insp 
Sodiq Adeniyi, told the court that 
the defendant and others at large 
committed the off ences on Aug. 10, 
2022 at about 4pm in Ire-Ekiti.

Adeniyi alleged that the 
defendant and others at large stole 
jewelries, bag of rice and cylinder, 
all valued at N2 million, belonging 
to Oba Bobade Adeleke, the Onire 
of Ire-Ekiti.

He alleged that the defendant and 
others at large willfully damaged 
the palace of the complainant, and 
the off ences contravened sections 
302(1) (a) and 363 of the criminal 
law of Ekiti State 2021.

Th e defendant pleaded not 
guilty to the charges.

Counsel to the defendant, Mr 
Busuyi Ayorinde, urged the court 
to grant his client bail, promising 
that he would show up whenever 
the case came up.

Th e Magistrate, Mrs Dolapo 
Kay-Williams, granted the 
defendant bail in the sum of 
N500,000 with two sureties in like 
sum.

Kay-Williams said that the 
sureties must be responsible 
persons in the community and 
adjourned the case until March 6 
for hearing.(NAN)

A 49-year-old businessman, 
Adeyemi Adeshina, on Tuesday 
appeared before an Ikeja Chief 
Magistrates’ Court for allegedly 
impersonating a medical doctor 
and fraudulently collecting over 
N2.5 million from three people.

Th e defendant, who resides at 23 
Olaniyan Eluke St., Ikorodu, Lagos, 
is charged with impersonation, 
obtaining by false pretences and 
causing breach of peace.

He, however, pleaded not guilty 
to the charges.

Th e prosecutor, ASP Raji Akeem, 
told the court that the defendant 
committed the off ences from June 
2022 to December 2022 at Agege, 
Lagos.

Akeem said the defendant posed 
as a medical doctor and wooed a 
nurse, Miss Ruth Gbosinghan, into 
a relationship.

Th e prosecutor said the 
defendant obtained N500,000 from 
Gbosinghan on the pretext that he 
would repay her.

Akeem said the defendant 

also obtained N1.8 million from 
Gbosinghan’s friend, Adewumi, 
on false pretences that he was 
going to do a medical professional 
examination in the US.

Akeem said the defendant also 
obtained N217,000 from one Mr 
Julius Tokode on false pretences 
that he would repay it.

Th e prosecutor said later, 
Gbosinghan, the complainant, 
discovered that the defendant 
was never a doctor at Lagos State 
Teaching Hospital as he claimed.

 “Th e complainant also 
discovered that she had been fooled 
into a relationship and that the 
defendant is not a medical doctor,” 
he said.

Th e off ences contravene sections 
78, 168 and 214 of the Criminal 
Law of Lagos State, 2015.

Th e chief magistrate, Mrs B. O. 
Osunsanmi, granted the defendant 
bail in the sum of N500,000 with 
two sureties in like sum and 
adjourned the case until Jan. 30 for 
mention.

From Mumini Abdulkareem, 
Ilorin 

A fi re on Sunday gutted a 
building at Loju community, Asa-
Dam area, in Ilorin West LGA of 
Kwara State.

Th e fi re, said to have started 
around 10:30pm, destroyed 
seven rooms out of the 10-room 
building before the arrival of the 
fi re service.

Speaking on the incident, the 
HOD, Media and Publicity of 
the state Fire Service, Hassan 
Hakeem Adekunle, attributed it 
to power surge.

“Out of 10 rooms in the 
building, seven rooms were 
aff ected which was caused by 
power surge before we were able 
to put it off .”

Adekunle said the Director of 
Kwara State Fire Service, Prince 
Falade John Olumuyiwa, has 
therefore urged citizens to always 
cultivate the habit of switching off  
their electrical appliances before 
going to bed to prevent further 
outbreaks.

From Adelanwa Bamgboye

A Lagos Federal High Court has 
convicted and sentenced a nursing 
mother, Adeoye Oluwakemi 
Fatimoh, to six years in prison for 
traffi  cking in banned substances.

Justice Tijjani Ringim gave 
the convict the jail terms aft er 
she pleaded guilty to two counts 
charge of unlawful export of 
1.10kg of Indian hemp and 17 
grams of Rohypnol, a psychotropic 
substance, brought against 
her by the National Drug Law 
Enforcement Agency (NDLEA).

Th e NDLEA lawyer, Mr Abu 
Ibrahim, while arraigning the 
convict, told the court that she was 
arrested with the prohibited drug, 
on November 18, 2022, which she 
wanted to export to Oman, at the 
Gate ‘C’ of the Departure Hall of the 
Murtala Muhammed International 
Airport, Ikeja-Lagos during the 
outward clearance of passengers on 
an Ethiopian Airline fl ight.

Abu told the court that the 
off ences committed by the convict 
contravened Section 11(b) of the 
National Drug Law Enforcement 
Agency Cap. N30, Laws of the 
Federation of Nigeria, 2004.

Th e convict admitted 
committing the off ences and 
pleaded guilty to the two counts 
charge.

Following her guilty plea, 
the prosecutor urged the court 
to convict and sentence her in 
accordance with the sections of the 
NDLEA she was charged with.

But the convict, in her plea for 
mercy, told the court that if given 
a second chance, she would not 
engage in any form of crime.

Her lawyer, Lilian Omotunde, 
urged the court to temper justice 
with mercy in sentencing her client. 
She particularly urged the court to 
consider the timely guilty plea of 
the convict, whom she described as 
a fi rst-time off ender. 

Th e prosecutor, Mr Abu equally 
told the court that the convict did 
not have any previous conviction 
record.

Justice Ringim, aft er listening 
to both parties, and citing a series 
of legal authorities, sentenced the 
convict to three years in jail on each 
of the counts.

He ordered that the jail terms 
run consecutively, and gave the 
convict the option of paying a fi ne 
of N500,000 on count one.

Th e judge also ordered that the 
banned substances confi scated 
from the convict be destroyed by 
the NDLEA aft er the appeal period 
lapsed.

Police order 
investigation of Uber 
driver shooting in Abuja

Man breaks into 
Ekiti monarch’s 
palace, steals bags 
of rice

Man impersonates doctor to befriend, defraud nurse, 2 others

Fire razes building 
in Kwara after 
power surge

Court jails nursing 
mother 6 years for 
drug traffi  cking
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people involved,” the commandant 
of the vigilante in the LGA, Naziru 
Abubakar Adamu, said.

However, the Kano State Police 
Command said it has arrested 
two people in connection with the 
incident and that they would be 
charged to court aft er investigation.

  Customs offi  cers showcasing seized military, police hardware at Lagos Airport

  The bride

  Traffi  c jam caused by a reapir work on a bridge at Ado community, along the Abuja-Keffi   road yesterday
Photo Ikechukwu Ibe

She said the monitoring of private 
medical facilities would be scaled 
up in the New Year to unearth fake 
practitioners and facilities operating 
without government approval or below 
the set standard.

“Th is administration has so 
far endeavoured to be alive to its 
responsibility of making quality health 
care accessible to every resident of the 
state.

“Although, we consider the various 
categories of private practitioners as our 
partners in this regard, the onus is on us 
to regulate their operations. Th is is to 
prevent loss of life from the operations 
of quacks.

“Henceforth, the state will monitor 
owners of private health facilities and 
ensure they follow the global best health 
care standard.

“Th ey must obtain the necessary 
approval before they can operate in 
Ogun State,” she said.

Th e commissioner added that 
the government would no longer 
tolerate medical quackery in the state, 
and expressed optimism that the 
prosecution of those found wanting 
would serve as a deterrent to others.

She advised that anyone intending to 
operate a health facility should follow 
the standard procedures of the state 
government.
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From Peter Moses, 
Abeokuta

The vice president, 
Prof. Yemi 
Osinbajo, has 

said corruption is not a 
Nigerian thing as many 
tend to believe.

He also warned 
that Nigeria will “fail 
completely” if the leaders do 
not “accept and implement” 
what he described as an 
“ethical revolution.”

Osinbajo said these on 
Tuesday while delivering a 
lecture titled, ‘Values: Th e 

diff erence between success 
and Failure’, at the 100th 
anniversary of the Old 
Boys Association of the 
Baptist Boys’ High School, 
Abeokuta, Ogun State.

“Every modern society 
has had to deal with 
corruption. Corruption 
is not a Nigerian thing, 
sometimes we deceive 
ourselves. In fact, most 
countries of the world have 
been more corrupt than us, 
but their elites sat down and 
decided they have to deal 
with it because if they do 
not deal with it, it will deal 

with them,” he said. 
Osinbajo called on 

educational institutions 
to inculcate the values 
of honesty, diligence, 
hard work, respect, 
trustworthiness, discipline 
and integrity in their 
students so as to raise 
youths with the right 
thinking.

He listed the late sage, 
Chief Obafemi Awolowo; 
MKO Abiola, former 
president Olusegun 
Obasanjo and Prince Bola 
Ajibola (SAN) - who were 
old students of the school 

as exceptional Nigerians 
who recorded great 
achievements in public 
service as a result of the 
training and values they got 
from the BBHS.

In his remarks, the 
national president of 
the old boys association, 
Prof. Kayode Oyesiku, 
listed some of the projects 
executed by the association 
in the school to include 
the mini stadium, an 
ultramodern and well-
equipped library, an alumni 
hall, an art studio and a car 
park.

From Hamisu Kabir 
Matazu, who is in 
Jerusalem

Israeli government has 
said it will commence a 
direct fl ight operation 
from Israel to Nigeria in 
March to enhance trade 
and tourism between the 
two countries.

Th e Deputy Director-
General, African 
Dapartment, Sharon 
Bar-Li stated this 
while interacting with 
journalists at the Israeli 
Ministry of Foreign Aff airs 
yesterday in Jerusalem.

Sharon noted that the 
route, expected to be very 
busy, would serve not 
only Nigerians but some 

neighbours in West Africa 
and Israelis.

On whether Isreal as 
a destination of world 
agricultural innovations 
has any plan to help 
Nigeria to attain food 
security essential in 
areas ravaged by desert 
encroachment, Sharon 
said her country has so 
much to off er banking 
of her long range of 
experience. 

In another 
development, Bar-Li said 
the State of Israel was 
committed to helping 
Nigeria build its economy 
through technological 
innovations and 
manpower development.

She cited the 

establishment of the Israel 
Development Agency, 
MASHAV’s Innovative 
Hub (Innov-Hub) in 
Abuja for aspiring 
researchers as one area of 
intervention to developing 
countries in Africa.

She said the Innov-Hub 
is one of Israel’s sustainable 
development programmes 
in Africa that focus on 
entrepreneurship and 
innovation in diff erent 
fi elds and sectors of the 
economy.

“Th is is to create cohorts 
of young entrepreneurs, 
and a network that 
can contribute to their 
economy, and their 
communities, with Israeli 
support.

“Th is is the direction 
we have been taking for 
several years in Africa, 
the MASHAV laboratory 
outside Abuja.

Th e deputy director 
general, Public Diplomacy 
at the Israeli Foreign 
Ministry, Emmanuel 
Nachshon, said unlike 
other countries in the 
world, the Israel model 
only helped countries 
to build their systems 
through partnership.

“What is unique about 
Israel is that we have 
no colonialist past, so 
it means we come with 
clean hands. Th ese results 
are successful and they 
contribute to humanity,” 
he said.

One person on Tuesday 
sustained a gunshot 
wound in a clash between 
police and traders at Alaba 
Rago Market, in Ojo area 
of Lagos State.

Th e News Agency of 
Nigeria (NAN) gathered 
that the clash started 
aft er police offi  cers from 

Okokomaiko Division 
stormed the market 
to eff ect the arrest of a 
suspect.

It was learnt that some 
traders obstructed the 
offi  cers from carrying out 
their offi  cial duty.

Th e resistance 
eventually resulted in a 

clash in which one person 
was injured.

Th e spokesperson of 
the Lagos State Police 
Command, SP Benjamin 
Hundeyin, who confi rmed 
the incident, said that the 
policemen shot in a bid to 
retreat from the attack.

“In a bid to tactically 

retreat from the armed 
mob attack, one of the 
offi  cers fi red his weapon, 
resulting in a fatal injury 
to one of the attackers.

“A detailed investigation 
has commenced into the 
immediate and remote 
causes of the incident,” he 
said.(NAN)

Corruption not Nigerian thing — Osinbajo

Israel to start direct fl ights to 
Nigeria, promises supports

1 shot as police, traders clash in Lagos

From Haruna Gimba 
Yaya, Gombe

Th e Gombe State 
government has denied 
spending N4 billion to 
build a new fence to the 
Government House.

A stalwart of the New 
Nigeria Peoples Party 
(NNPP) while promoting 
the governorship candidate 
of his party, Khamisu Ahmed 
Mailantarki, on a local radio 
station had alleged that the 
Gombe Government House 
under construction gulped 
over N4 billion.

In a statement issued to 
newsmen yesterday, Ahmed 
Shuaibu Gara, Special 
Adviser on Strategy and 
Information Management 
to Governor Muhammadu 
Inuwa Yahaya, revealed that 
only the sum of N1.6 billion 
was expended in the last four 
years in the maintenance of 
all public buildings in the 
state.

“In 2019, the sum of N650 

million was budgeted by the 
previous administration for 
the construction/renovation 
of public buildings which we 
inherited but only the sum of 
N125.8 million, representing 
19 per cent of the budget, 
was spent.

“In 2020, the sum of N390 
million was earmarked 
for the same purpose but 
N389.4 million representing 
99 per cent was spent. Also 
in 2021, N700 million was 
budgeted and N409, 497, 
859. 72 million was spent 
representing 58 per cent.

“While in 2022, N2.5 
billion was budgeted out 
of which N691.8 million 
representing 27 percent 
of the amount was spent. 
In total, the sum of N4.2 
billion was budgeted for the 
construction and renovation 
of all public buildings in the 
last four years out of which 
the government was able 
to spend only N1.6 billion 
representing 38 percent of 
the amount,” he explained.

From Abiodun Alade, 
Lagos

Corruption will be reduced 
when traditional rulers 
are accorded authority to 
checkmate the activities of 
government offi  cials and 
politicians.

Th is assertion was made 
in Lagos by the Oluwo of 
Iwo, Oba Abdulrasheed 
Akanbi, during the launch 
of his book titled, “Code of 
Kings,” to commemorate 
his 7th anniversary on the 

throne.
Th e monarch noted 

that good governance and 
accountability would be 
institutionalised when 
traditional rulers were 
involved in the management 
of the aff airs of the country.

Oba Akanbi explained 
that the book set the 
standard for kings to 
represent custom and 
tradition, noting that “Kings 
are the representatives of 
God and they should not 
bow for any other thing.”

From Abdullateef 
Aliyu, Lagos

Th e Murtala 
Muhammed Area 
Command (MMAC) 
of the Nigeria Customs 
Service (NCS) has 
intercepted military 
and police hardware at 
the cargo section of the 
domestic wing of the 
Murtala Muhammed 
Airport (MMA), Lagos.

Also intercepted were 
hard drugs including 
162 cartons of banned 
Tramadol hydrochloride 
225 and 250mg. 

Th e Customs Area 
Controller of the 
MMAC, Compt. Sambo 
Dangaladima, said the 
items were intercepted 
at the Skyway Aviation 
Handling Company 

(SAHCO).
He gave the breakdown 

of the seized items to 
include 309 pieces of 
military helmets, 106 
pieces of military armless 
jackets, 352 pieces of 
ballistic body armoured 
pads, 119 pieces of 
police badges, fi ve pieces 
of bulletproof jackets, 
33 pieces of body side 
ballistic pads and 105 
pieces of ballistic chest 
plates.

He said a suspect, 
Olaolu Marquis, was 
arrested in connection 
with the seized military 
wares while another 
suspect, Samson 
Olayiwan Tantolohun, of 
29 Okejide Street, Ejigbo, 
Lagos, was arrested in 
connection with the 
intercepted hard drugs.

Gombe denies spending 
N4bn to fence govt house

How to tame corruption, bad 
governance — Oluwo

Customs arrests 2, intercepts 
military hardware, drugs at 
Lagos airport 

  Attorney General of the Federal and Minister of Justice, Abubakar Malami (front row, 6th R); Minister of Women Aff airs 
and Social Development, Dame Pauline Tallen (M); Minister of State for Budget and National Planning, Prince Clem Agba 
(6th L); Director-General, National Agency for the Prohibition of Traffi  cking in Persons, Dr Fatima Waziri (5th L) and Judges, 
during a Capacity building workshop for Judges on Sexual and Bender-Based Violence in Abuja yesterday  Photo: NAN
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  VIVIAN:   I, formerly known 
as VIVIAN IDONGESIT JOSHUA, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as MRS. VIVIAN OKON EMINUE. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note.  

     IFEOMA:  I, formerly known as 
IFEOMA MARGARET BIALONWU, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as IFEOMA MARGARET EBASE. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note.  

OSAKUE:  I formerly known and 
addressed as OSAKUE OSARIEMEN 
NAPOLEON, now wish to be known and 
addressed as NAPOLEON OSARIEMEN 
OSAKUE. All other document remain 
valid, all public should take note   

CHINONSO:  I formerly known 
and addressed as EGBULE CHINONSO 
JUSTIN, now wish to be known and 
addressed as WILFRED CHINONSO 
JUSTIN. All other document remain 
valid, all public should take note. 

RIFKATU: I formerly known as 
RIFKATU AYUBA, now wish to be 
known and addressed as RIFKATU 
ENOCH. All former documents 
remain valid. General public should 
please take note.    

HABIBU:   I formerly known and 
addressed as HABIBU GARBA now wish 
to be called and addressed as HABIBU 
ABUBAKAR. All former documents 
remain valid UBA BANK Plc, and the 
general public should please take note.  

I formerly known as UMAR 
SHEHU, now wish to be known and 
addressed as SHEHU MUBARAK and 
my date of birth is 02-02-1995 and not 
01-01-1999. All former documents remain 
valid. General public should please take 

note. 

I formerly known and called 
ILIYASU MUHAMMAD now wish to be 
name and call ILYASU MOHAMMED and 
my corrected date of birth is 07/03/1976 
not 20/12/1977, all my former 
documents remain valid authority and 
general public should take note please 

  JULIET: I formerly known 
as OGBU JULIET, now wish to be 
known and addressed as OGBU 
JULIET ANENECHUKWU. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note.  

I am formerly known as MISS 
HALIMAT YAHAYA, now wish to be 
known as MRS HALIMAT YAHAYA, 
All former documents remain valid. The 
National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) 
authorities concern and general public to 

take note. 

I formerly known as ESTHER 
OLUWATOSIN OYEBOADE, now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
ESTHER OYEBOADE-OLABAMIJI. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note.  

YAKUBU: I formerly known 
as YAKUBU ABDULKADIR, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as YAKUBU KADIRI. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note.   

I am formerly known as MISS JAMILA 
JIBRIN ISAH, now wish to be known 
and called JAMILA JIBRIN ISAH MRS. 
IBRAHIM. All former documents remain valid. 
The National Youth Service Corps (NYSC) 
authorities, general public and any other 
authorities concerned to please take note   

SANI:  I formerly known as 
SANI ADAMU MUHAMMAD, now 
wish to be known and addressed 
as MUHAMMED SANI ADAMU. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note. 

SALOME: I, formerly known 
as SALOME SUNDAY AGU, now 
wish to known and called SALOME 
JACOB. Every other documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 
the general public to take note. 

ADAMU: I, formerly known as 
GONI ADAM IBN MOHAMMED, 
now wish to known and called ADAMU 
MOHAMMED. All former documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 
the general public to take note. 

MARYAM: I formally MARYAM 
ABUBAKAR LIMAN, now wishes to be 
known as MRS MARYAM ABUBAKAR 
LIMAN. All former documents remain 
valid. Authority concerned and the 
general public to take note. 

I, formerly known and addressed 
as ABUBAKAR DIKKO BAGUDO 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as AMINU DIKKO ALHAJI. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public to take note.

I formerly known and addressed 
as JANETH  ZAPHANIAH now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
JANETH  AJAYI. All former document 
remain valid. General public authority 
concerned to take note.

I, formerly known and addressed 
as ISAH YAHAYA now wish to be 
known and addressed as YAHAYA  
BALA WAIMAN  YAHAYA. All 
former documents remain valid. UBA 
bank and general public to take note.

THAT I WAS FORMERLY KNOW CALLED 
AND ADDRESSED AS OGUNDAISI GIFT 
BLESSING.THAT I NOW WANT TO BE KNOW AND 
CALLED AS OLUWADAISI EBUNOLUWA BLESSING 
. ALL MY FORMER DOCUMENTS BEARING MY 
NAME REMAIN VALID.THE MANAGEMENT Of UBA 
BANK PLC AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC SHOULD 

TAKE NOTE Of THIS DEPOSITION.

I formerly known and addressed as 
AYODEJI ADERINSOLA ABOABA, now 
wish to be known and addressed as MRS 
IBRAHIM AYODEJI ADERINSOLA. All 
former document remain valid. Bank and 
general public should take note.

CHANGE OF NAME:  ORTEMA: 
I, formerly known and called DURA 
EVELYN now to be known and 
addressed, ORTEMA EVELYN. All 
former documents remain valid. All 
authorities and public to note.

CHANGE OF NAME:  I am formerly 
known and addressed as BULUS AYUBA 
KWAJI. That I now wish to be called 
and addressed as BULUS AYUBA as it 
appeared on my National Identity card. That 
I want the management of First Bank and to 
whom it may concern to please take note.

CHANGE OF NAME: I am formerly 
known and addressed as SHAMSIYA 
ABUBAKAR. That I now wish to be called 
and addressed as AMINA ABUBAKAR as it 
appeared on my National Identity card and all 
my documents. That I want the General public 
and to whom it may concern to please take note.

CORRECTION OF NAME: My name was 
captured with one name abbreviated as A instead 
of AKWAI on my NECO certi  cate. That my correct 
and full name is FLORENCE AKWAI VANDI as 
it appeared on my National Identity card and all 
my document. That I want NECO Board and all 
authorities concern to please take note.

SHAKA: I formerly known and addressed 
as. SHAKA OMOMOH UKPOGHOR, MOMODU 
SHAKA, SHAKA .O. MOMODU. Now wish to be 
known and addressed as. SHAKA OMOMOH 
MOMODU. All former documents remain valid. 
Authority concerned. Authority concerned and 
general public to take note.

OCHA:  I formerly known and 
addressed as. ENE-MARIA OCHA 
OCHAPA. Now wish to be known and 
addressed as. ENE-MARIA OCHA 
OCHAPA-AJULO. All former documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 

general public to take note.

I, formerly known and addressed 
as OGWUOKPE KELVI ONYEKACHI 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
UGWUOKPE KELVIN ONYEKACHI with 
date of birth 08/08/1989. All former 
documents remain valid. General public 

to take note.

PRAISE:  I formerly known and 
addressed as. DOKPESI OCHUWA 
PRAISE. Now wish to be known and 
addressed as. OKORONKWO OCHUWA 
PRAISE. All former documents remain 
valid. Authority concerned and general 

public to take note.

ODION:  I formerly known and 
addressed as. IREKPITA THERESA. 
Now wish to be known and addressed 
as. BATURE THERESA ODION. All 
former documents remain valid. Authority 
concerned and general public to take 

note.

BLESSING:  I formerly known and 
addressed as. IDEYONBE BLESSING. 
Now wish to be known and addressed 
as. AILEMEN BLESSING. All former 
documents remain valid. Authority 
concerned and general public to take 

note.

ALOIYE:  This is to noti  ed the general 
public that. ATOGWE DAVID ALOIYE and 
AWODEHINDE DAVID AKHABIGIMHE. 
Belong to me and person. Now wish to be 
known as. ATOGWE DAVID ALOIYE. All 
former documents remain valid. Authority 
concerned and general public to take note.

ATOGWE:  I formerly known and 
addressed as. LAWRENCE SOLOMON 
AKHABIGIMHE. Now wish to be known 
and addressed as. ATOGWE SOLOMON 
EGIEGBA. All former documents remain 
valid. Authority concerned and general 

public to take note.

ATOGWE :  I formerly known 
and addressed as. LAWRENCE JOY 
AKHABIGIMHE. Now wish to be known 
and addressed as. ATOGWE JOY 
IKPEMOSIMHE. All former documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 

general public to take note.

JOHN:  I formerly known and 
addressed as. AGONOR PROMISE 
IMOKHA. Now wish to be known and 
addressed as. JOHN PROMISE. All 
former documents remain valid. Authority 
concerned and general public to take 

note.

PAUL: I formerly known and 
addressed as. AJIBOLA LUCKY 
IDONIGIE. Now wish to be known and 
addressed as. AKINALDE LUCKY PAUL. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Authority concerned and general public to 

take note.

IMIOKPE: I formerly known and 
addressed as. SULE  TESTIMONY. 
Now wish to be known and addressed as. 
TESTIMONY COLLINS OBA IMIOKPE. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Authority concerned and general public to 

take note.

MOMOH: I formerly known and 
addressed as. MOMOH MASHUD 
MUHAMMED. Now wish to be known 
and addressed as. MOMOH MASHUD. All 
former documents remain valid. Authority 
concerned and general public to take 

note.

JAMILU: I formally known and 
addressed as ADAMU NASIRU, now 
wish to be called and addressed as 
ADAMU JAMILU GEBBE. All former 
documents remain valid, the authority 
concern and the general public should 

please take note.

HAPPINESS:  I formerly known 
and addressed as. MISS OBA OGHELE 
HAPPINESS. Now wish to be known and 
addressed as. MRS EHIMARE OGHELE 
HAPPINESS. All former documents 
remain valid. Authority concerned and 

general public to take note.

BRIGHT:  I formerly known 
and addressed as. ALFRED LOVETH. 
Now wish to be known and addressed 
as. ALUOBHIO BRIGHT. All former 
documents remain valid. Authority 
concerned and general public to take 

note.

I formerly known and addressed 
as KAUNA  MURTALA now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
HASSANA  LANDERS former 
document remain valid. General public 
authority concerned to take note.

I formerly known and addressed 
as USIJU  JOHN now wish to be 
known and addressed as USIJU  JOHN  
WILSON  D.O.B 3/JUNE/2003 NOT 
1/JUNE/2003. All former document 
remain valid. General public authority 

concerned to take note. 

I formerly known and addressed 
as QOZEEM ABDULSALAM now wish 
to be known and addressed as KOSIM  
ALABI  ABDULSALAM. All former 
document remain valid. General public 
authority concerned to take note. 

I formerly known and 
addressed as HAUWA  MUSA now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
HAUWA ABDU. All former document 
remain valid. General public authority 
concerned to take note. 

I formerly known and addressed 
as NGGADA  PAULINA TARHYEL 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as PAULINA  TARHYEL. All former 
document remain valid. General public 
authority concerned to take note. 

I formerly known and addressed 
as TOMA  MACHAEL now wish to be 
known and addressed as MACHAEL  
TOMA FULANI. All former document 
remain valid. General public authority 
concerned to take note. 

  I, formerly known as SANNI 
COMFORT BUMNI, born February 
2, 1959, wishes to be known as 
SANI COMFORT BUMNI. All 
former documents remain valid. 
General public to take note.     

  I, formerly known as DALHAT 
ALIYU MUHAMMAD, now wish to be 
known and addressed as DALHATU 
ALIYU MUHAMMAD. All my former 
documents to remain valid. General public, 
 nancial institution and all authorities 
concern should please take note.  

  I, was formerly known and 
Addressed as , TUKUR ABDULHAMID  
That I now wish to be known and 
addressed as TUKUR ABDULHAMID 
BIRCHI. All former documents remain 
valid and the General public to please take 
note and all documents to Remain valid     

  I formerly known as ASSIBI 
BARMANI YAHI now wish to 
be known addressed as ASSIBI 
BARMANI YAHI DAGO. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public to take note   

  I formerly known as HALIMA 
ALIYU BANDE now wish to be 
known and addressed as HALIMA 
MUSTAPHA BUNZA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public to take note   

  I was formerly know and 
address as LAWAL ABUBAKAR 
GULUMBE now wish to be known 
and address as LAWAL ABUBAKAR. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public to take note   

   WADA:  I formerly known as 
MOH’D WADA ANAS now wish to 
be known and addressed as WADA 
ANAS MUHAMMAD. All former 
documents remain valid and general 
public should take note     

  KAMILU:  I formerly known 
as KAMINU CHARANCHI MUSA 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as KAMILU MUSA MUHAMMADU. 
All former documents remain valid 
and general public should take note  

  ABDULRASHEED:  I formerly 
known as ABIODUN HALIMAH 
BOLUWATIFE now wish to be known 
and addressed as ABDULRASHEED 
HALIMAH. All former documents remain 
valid and general public should take note  

  MARYAM:  I formerly known 
as MARYAM SADA now wish to 
be known and addressed as MRS 
MARYAM LAWAL. All former 
documents remain valid and general 
public should take note     

  BALA:  I formerly known and 
address as SULAIMAN IBRAHIM 
Now wish to be known and address 
as SULAIMAN IBRAHIM BALA 
all former documents remain valid 
general public should take note  

  BASHAR:  I Formerly known and 
address as HINDATU ABUBAKAR 
Now wish to be known and address 
as HINDATU ABUBAKAR BASHAR 
all former documents remain valid 
general public should take note  

  BAWAN ALLAH:  I Formerly 
known and address as HADIZA BELLO 
ALKALI Now wish to be known and 
address as HADIZA BELLO BAWAN 
ALLAH. all former documents remain 
valid general public should take note  

  BELLO:  I Formerly known 
and address as ABUBAKAR BELLO 
Now wish to be known and address 
as ABUBAKAR SIDI BELLO all 
former documents remain valid 
general public should take note     

I formerly known and called as 
YAKUBU HABIBAT OYIZA. Now wish 
to be known and called as SUFYAN 
HABIBAT OYIZA. All Former documents 
remain valid. NYSC Command and 
General public should please take note.

 I, formerly known as MURTALA 
MOHAMMED  now wish to be known and 
addressed as MUHAMMED MURTALA 
RAHA. All former documents remain 
valid. General public and authorities 
concerned should please take note.

 I, formerly known as 
ABDULLAHI SALIHU  now wish to be 
known and addressed as ABDULKADIR 
SALIHU. All former documents remain 
valid. General public and authorities 
concerned should please take note.

Fa’iza: I formerly known as Fa’iza 
Mai Aliyu now wish to be known and 
addressed as Fa’iza mai aliyu mustapha. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Authority concerned and general public 
should please take note.

Maina: I formerly known as Maina 
Musatapha now wish to be known 
and addressed as Maina Mustapha. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Authority concerned and general public 
should please take note.

 NOR: I, FORMERLY KNOWN AND 
CALLED AS KWAGHYAN JULIANA NOW 
WISH TO BE KNOWN, CALLED AND 
ADDRESSED AS NOR JULIANA. ALL FORMER 
DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID. GENERAL 
PUBLIC AND OTHER AUTHORITIES 
CONCERNED SHOULD PLEASE TAKE NOTE.

 SAR: I, FORMERLY KNOWN AND 
CALLED AS SAR MNGOHOL LUCY NOW 
WISH TO BE KNOWN, CALLED AND 
ADDRESSED AS SAR MNGOHOL GOODNESS. 
ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID. 
GENERAL PUBLIC AND OTHER AUTHORITIES 
CONCERNED SHOULD PLEASE TAKE NOTE.

IKIE: I, FORMERLY KNOWN AND 
CALLED AS IKIE EBRIE KANONG NOW 
WISH TO BE KNOWN, CALLED AND 
ADDRESSED AS IKIE EBRI. ALL FORMER 
DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID. GENERAL 
PUBLIC AND OTHER AUTHORITIES 
CONCERNED SHOULD PLEASE TAKE NOTE.

 I formerly known as SHAIBU 
ADAMU, now I wish to be known 
as ADAMU A ADAMU. All my 
documents remain valid. Authority 
concerned and general public should 
take note please.

 I, formerly known and 
addressed as MARKUS NUNGMASAL 
GARKUWA  now wish to be known and 
addressed as MARKUS NUNGMASAL. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public should take note.

 I formerly known as ELE 
EDITH ChINEDU now wish to be 
known and addressed as ENWEREM 
EDITH CHINEDU. All my documents 
remain valid authority concerned and 
general public should take note.

I’ formerly known as HUSSAIN 
BASIRAT, now wish to be called 
and addressed as LAWAL BASIRAT 
HUSSAIN. All former documents remains 
valid. General public and Authorities 
concerned should please take note.

 I, formerly known as Miss 
HAJARA SANI. Now wish to be known 
and addressed as MRS HAJARA 
MOHAMMED. All my documents 
remain Valid. Authority concerned and 
general public Should take note.

CHIDINMA: I formerly known and 
addressed as CHIDINMA BLESSING 
NWIGBO but now wish to be known and 
addressed as CHIDINMA BLESSING IFEANYI 
and D.O.B 03/02/2001. All former documents 
remain valid. The general public and any 
authority concerned should take note,  please.

My  name was wrongly written as 
ISHA MUHAMMAD ,instead of ISAH 
MUHAMMAD. Therefore, my correct 
name is ISAH MUHAMMAD. All former 
documents remain valid ,Authorities 
concerned and the general public should 

please take note.

CORRECTION OF NAME: My name is 
wrongly spelt on NECO  2022 RESULT AS 
NTOOTENYIN  MONDAY AKPAN INSTEAD OF 
NDOTENYIN. NOW I WISH TO BE KNOW AND 
ADDRESS AS NDOTENYIN MONDAY AKPAN. All 
former documents remain valid. Authority concerned 
and general public should please take note.

I’ formerly known as isong 
wisdom jonah, now wish to be called 
and addressed as isong wisdom 
alex. All former documents remains 
valid. General public and Authorities 
concerned should please take note.

 I’ formerly known as APEH 
FAITH OYILONYE, now wish to 
be called and addressed as APEH 
FAITH. All former documents remains 
valid. General public and Authorities 
concerned should please take note.

I’ formerly known as ANUMBA 
EVANGELINE IFUNANYA. now wish 
to be called and addressed as GREEN-
ORIZU EVANGELINE IFUNANYA. All 
former documents remains valid. General 
public and Authorities concerned should 

please take note.

 HELEN: I formerly known as 
Helen Ukwo Ojih, now wish to be 
known as Helen Ukwo Danjuma. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Authority concerned and general 
public please take note.

OLORUNFEMI: I formerly known as  
Last name: akinwale  First name: Oluwatoyosi  
Middle name:Ruth. now wish to be known 
as Last name: Olorunfemi  First name 
Oluwatoyosi  Middle name: Ruth. All former 
documents remain valid. Authority concerned 
and general public please take note.

 EYEH: I formerly known 
as INABOR JOY, now wish to be 
known as EYEH JOY OGHOGHOR. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Authority concerned and general 
public please take note.

FATSUMA: I formerly known as 
FATSUMA BASHIR ALBISHIR now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
FATSUMA BASHIR MOHAMMED. All 
former documents remain valid. Authority 
concerned and general public should 

please take note.

YAKUBU:  I formerly known as 
JOSEPH YAKUBU, now wish to be 
known and addressed as YAKUBU 
JOSEPH. All former documents 
remain valid. General public should 
please take note.   

SAFIYA: I formerly known 
as JIBRIN SAFIYA, now wish 
to be known and addressed as 
ABDULLAHI SAFIYA. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note.  

TUKUR: I, formerly known as 
TUKUR BALA now wish to be known 
and address as TUKUR DANJEMA 
BALA. DOB 08/06/1988. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public should please take note.   

ABUBAKAR* : I formerly known 
as *ABUBAKAR INUWA* now 
wish to be known  and addressed as 
*ABUBAKAR BALA IBRAHIM* All 
my former documents remain  valid, 
Authorities concerned and general public 

should please take note.

  I, formerly known as 
JUNIOR JOSEPH MOSES. now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
JOSEPH JACOB MOSES. All former 
documents remains valid, general 
public should please take note.   

USMAN: I formerly known as 
MOH, D, USMAN, now wish to be 
known as  MUHAMMAD USMAN 
SHAGARI. All former documents 
remain valid. Authorities  concerned and 
the general public should take note.

DANLAMI : I formerly known 
as DANLAMI BITKWOET now 
wish to be known as  DANLAMI 
JOSHUA BITKWOET. All former 
documents remain valid, the general  
public should take note

CHANGE OF NAME: I formerly 
known as MOSES MUHAMMED 
BAMANGA, now wish to  be known as 
MOSES MANGA. All former documents 
remain valid. Authorities  concerned and 
the general public should take note.

GARBA: I formerly known and 
addressed as HASSAN ALHAJI ABUBAKAR 
and  HASSAN ABUBAKAR ALH but now 
wish to be known and addressed as HASSAN  
GARBA ALHAJI. All former documents should 
remain valid. The general  public and any 
authority concerned should take note, please.

 IGWE: I formerly known and 
addressed as *EZIKE ANGELA IJEOMA 
but now  wish to be known and addressed 
as IGWE ANGELA IJEOMA . All former  
documents remain valid. The general 
public and any authority concerned  

should take note, please.

 ALIYU: I formerly known and 
addressed as *ALIYU NAZIRU but 
now wish to  be known and addressed 
as USAMA ALIYU ISMAIL. All former 
documents  remain valid. The general 
public and any authority concerned 

should take  note, please.

HAMZA: I formerly known and 
addressed as HAMZA UMAR but now wish 
to be  known and addressed as HAMZA 
UMAR ALIYU with D.O.B 25/10/1996. 
All  former documents remain valid. The 
general public and any authority  concerned 
should take note, please.

*RUKAYYA* : I formerly known as 
*RUKAIYA ABDULLAHI* now wish to 
be  known and addressed as *RUKAYYA 
UMAR ALIYU* All my former documents  
remain valid, Authorities concerned and 
general public should please  take note.

 I formerly known as PRIDGET 
NUHU NKON now wish to be addressed 
as NUHU  BRIDGET MWAGONG and 
my date of birth is 03-09-2004 not 03-
03-2004 All  former documents remain 
valid general public should please take 

note.

I formally known as Denkang 
Kwalime now wish to be known  as 
Denkang Elisha Kwalime. My date of birth 
was wrongly written as  1/01/1999 
instead of 19/04/2004. All former 
documents remain valid. General public 

should take note.

  MARYAM, I formerly known as 
MARYAM IBRAHIM BELLO now wish 
to be called and addressed as MARYAM 
IBRAHIM BELLO (MRS). All former 
documents remain valid. Authorities 
concerned and the general public should 

please take note.  

   ISMAILA: I formerly known 
as ISMAILA SHUAIBU now wish to 
be known and addressed as ISMAILA 
SHUAIBU BOBBO. All former 
documents remain valid . NIMC And 
General Public Should please take note.  
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  NWEKE: I formerly known 
as OKAFOR SAMUEL now wish to 
be known and addressed as NWEKE 
SAMUEL OBINNA. All former 
documents remain valid . NIMC And 
General Public Should please take note.  

  MERCY: I formerly known as 
MERCY OLUGBENGA MYEKANOSO 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as MERCY NICHOLAS. All former 
documents remain valid . NIMC, FIRST 
BANK PLC And General Public Should 

please take note.     

  LUKMAN:  I formerly known as 
LUKMAN EMMANUEL now wish to 
be known and addressed as LUKMAN 
HABU. All former documents remain 
valid . NIMC And General Public 
Should please take note.     

  HAUWA, I formerly known as 
HAUWA AHMAD GARBA now wish 
to be called and addressed as HAUWA 
AHMAD RABIU. All former documents 
remain valid. Authorities concerned and 
the general public should please take 

note.  

  SHAMSU, I formerly known as 
SHAMSU SAIDU ALIYU / SHAMSI SA 
ADU ALIYU now wish to be called and 
addressed as SHAMSU SAADU ALIYU. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Authorities concerned and the general 

public should please take note.  

  SANI, I formerly known as 
ZAKARI MOHAMMED SANI now wish 
to be called and addressed as SANI 
ABBA ZAKARI. All former documents 
remain valid. Authorities concerned and 
the general public should please take 

note.  

  YAKUB, I formerly known as 
YAKUB HUSSAN now wish to be called 
and addressed as YAKUB HUSSAIN 
AHMAD. All former documents remain 
valid. Authorities concerned and the 
general public should please take note.  

  ABDULLAHI, I formerly known 
as AWAISU ABDULLAHI now wish to 
be called and addressed as ABDULLAHI 
AWAISU IBRAHIM. All former 
documents remain valid. Authorities 
concerned and the general public should 

please take note.  

  MICHAEL: I formerly known as 
ODEN GLORY PATRICK now wish to 
be known and addressed as MICHAEL 
GLORY. All former documents remain 
valid . NIMC And General Public 
Should please take note.  

   AISHATU: I formerly known 
as AISHATU BAPPA now wish to be 
known and addressed as AISHATU 
BAPPA IBRAHIM. All former 
documents remain valid . NIMC And 
General Public Should please take note.     

  TITUS: I formerly known as 
TITUS ALLEN now wish to be known 
and addressed as TITUS ALLEN 
LAWAN. All former documents 
remain valid . NIMC And General 
Public Should please take note.     

I formerly known as Abdulkadir 
Usman now wish to be known as 
Abdulkadir  Abdulrahman all former 
documents remain valid authority 
concerned and  general public 
should please take note,

  AMINA, I formerly known as 
AMINA USMAN BUKAR now wish 
to be called and addressed as AMINA 
USMAN. All former documents remain 
valid. Authorities concerned and the 
general public should please take note.  

I formerly known as FAUZIYAH 
ABDULKADIR MAINA now wish to 
be known as  FAUZIYAH MAINA 
AHMED All former documents remain 
valid authority  concerned and general 
public should please take note 

I formerly known as FATIMA 
ABUBAKAR ADAM now wish to 
be  known as FATIMA IBRAHIM 
ISAWA All former documents remain 
valid  authority concerned and general 
public should please take note 

I formerly known as RADIYA 
HASSAN now wish to be known  as 
RADIYA NUHU LAWAN All former 
documents remain valid authority  
concerned and general public should 
please take note 

I formerly known as AISHATU 
TIJJANI now wish to be known  
as AISHATU TIJJANI IBRAHIM 
All former documents remain valid 
authority  concerned and general 
public should please take note 

I formerly known as Zinatu 
Muhammad now wish to be known 
as Zinatu  Muhammad Usman All 
former documents remain valid 
Authority concerned  and general 
public should please take note 

I formerly known as AUDU 
LAWAN now wish to be known as  
ABDULMALIK LAWAN All former 
documents remain valid authority 
concerned  and general public 
should please take note 

I formerly known as ALHAJI 
ISYAKU ADAMU DANTUBE  
19/7/1972 now wish to  be known as. 
ISYAKU ADAMU ALHAJI 3/2/1974 All 
former documents remain  valid authority 
concerned and general public should 

please take note 

I formerly known as ABDUL 
AMINU now wish to be known as 
ABDULKADIR AMINU  YUSUF 
All former documents remain valid 
Authority concerned and  general 
public should please take note

I was formerly known as the 
Abdurrahman Abdullahi Muhd now  wish 
to be known and called as Abdurrahman 
Abdullahi Muhammad. All my  former 
documents remain valid. Authorities 
concerned and general public  should 

please take note 

I formerly known as Husna 
Hassan now wish to be called and 
addressed as  HUSNA HASSAN 
DAUDA.  All former documents 
remain valid Authority concern  and 
general public to note 

I formerly known as MUSTAPHA 
ABUBAKAR now wish to be called 
and  addressed as MUSTAPHA 
ABUBAKAR WADA.  All former 
documents remain valid  Authority 
concern and general public to note 

I formerly known and addressed 
as NURA HASSAN , now wish to be  
known and addressed as NURA HASSAN 
MODIBBO AND MY CORRECT DATE 
OF BIRTH  IS 10-06-1970 NOT 7-8-
1973,  all former documents remain 

valid, general  public to take note

I formerly known and addressed 
as IBRAHIM MUHAMMAD  BELLO , 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
IBRAHIM M BELLO AND MY  CORRECT 
DATE OF BIRTH IS 5-03-1995 NOT 
2-2-1993,  all former documents  remain 
valid, general public to take note

I formerly known and 
addressed as USMAN ABUBAKAR , 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as USMAN  ABUBAKAR BELLO,  
all former documents remain valid, 
general public to take note

I formerly known and addressed 
as ADETIBA FARAMADE ESTHER , 
now  wish to be known and addressed 
as OKUNLOLA FARAMADE ESTHER 
,  all former  documents remain valid, 
general public to take note

I formerly known as YARIMA 
HANNATU now wish to be called and  
addressed as HANNATU YARIMA 
DOMA. All former documents remain 
valid  Authority concern and general 
public to note 

 I formerly known as ALH 
MUSTAPHA YAU now wish to be 
called and  addressed as MUSTAPHA 
YAU ABDULKARIM. All former 
documents remain valid  Authority 
concern and general public to note 

I formerly known as UMMI 
NUHU now wish to be called and 
addressed  as BINTA NUHU. All 
former documents remain valid 
Authority concern and  general 
public to note 

I formerly known and addressed 
as BABAWORO ABBAKAR , now 
wish to be  known and addressed as 
ABUBAKAR MANGA DATE OF BIRTH 
IS 1-1-1990 ,  all  former documents 
remain valid, general public to take note

I formerly known as YELWA 
INUWA  01/02/1967 now wish to 
be called and  addressed as ZABBA’U 
MUHAMMAD  INUWA.  DOB: 
01/03/1968. All former  documents 
remain valid Authority concern and 

general public to note 

I formerly known as Khadija 
Hassan now wish to be called and  
addressed as KHADIJA HASSAN 
DAUDA.  All former documents 
remain valid  Authority concern and 
general public to note 

I formerly known as SAMUEL 
AYOBAMI AKINPELUMI now wish to 
be called and  addressed as SAMUEL 
AYOBAMI AKINPELU. All former 
documents remain valid  Authority 
concern and general public to note 

  MARIYA, I formerly known 
as MARIYA SADIK now wish to be 
called and addressed as MARIYA A 
SADIK. All former documents remain 
valid. Authorities concerned and the 
general public should please take note.  

 I formerly known as Abubakar 
Hassan now wish to be called and  
addressed as ABUBAKAR HASSAN 
DAUDA.  All former documents 
remain valid  Authority concern and 
general public to note 

I formerly known as Mustapha 
Hassan now wish to be called and  
addressed as MUSTAPHA HASSAN 
DAUDA.  All former documents 
remain valid  Authority concern and 
general public to note 

I formerly known as HAFSAT 
MUHAMMAD RABIU now wish 
to be called and  addressed as 
HAFSAT AMINU RABIU. All former 
documents remain valid  Authority 
concern and general public to note 

I formerly known as UMAR 
UBALE 01/01/1994 now wish to be 
called and  addressed as UMAR UBALE 
IBRAHIM 18/12/1994. All former 
documents remain  valid Authority 
concern and general public to note 

I formerly known as 
ABDULLAHI GALADIMA now 
wish to be called and  addressed as 
YAHAYA  ABUBAKAR. All former 
documents remain valid  Authority 
concern and general public to note 

I formerly known as USMAN 
UMAR ABUBAKAR now wish to  
be called and addressed as USMAN 
UMAR.  All former documents 
remain  valid Authority concern and 
general public to note 

I formerly known as MISS 
HASSANA BATURE ADAMU now wish 
to be called  and addressed as MRS 
HASSANA SHEHU DANDANGI .  All 
former documents  remain NYSC,  valid 
Authority concern and general public to 

note 

I, formerly known as HAUWAU 
ISMAIL now whish to be known 
and addressed  as MRS HAUWAU 
ISMAIL YUSUF all former documents 
remain valid, General  public and the 
authority concerned should take note

I  formerly known as BALA MUSA 
now wish to be called and addressed 
as BALA  MUSA ABDULLAHI . All 
former documents remain valid. The 
Authority  concern and the general 
public should please take note.

I formerly known as BASHIR 
ZUBAIRU now wish to be called and 
addressed  as ADO BASHIR ZUBAIRU 
. All former documents remain valid. 
The Authority  concern and the general 
public should please take note.

I  formerly known as RAKIYA 
KAMISU HARUNA/ RAKIYA HARUNA 
now wish to be  called and addressed 
as RAKIYA HARUNA ABDULLAHI, . 
All former documents  remain valid. The 
Authority concern and the general public 

should please  take note.

I  formerly known as NAWASU 
SAIDU TULU 02/01/1990 now wish to 
be called  and addressed as NAWASU 
SAIDU TULU  02/01/1994 . All former 
documents  remain valid. The Authority 
concern and the general public should 

please  take note.

I was formerly known and called 
ALTINE ALI BATURE that I now 
wish to be Known and called HAUWA 
MUHAMMAD DALHA .All former 
documents remain valid. The Authority 
concern and the general public should 

please take note                                    

  MANU : I formerly known and 
called ESTHER  DANLADI. MANU 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
AISHA DANLADI  MANU. All former 
documents remain valid. Concerned 
authorities and the general public to 

please take note.  

  IBRAHIM : I formerly known 
and called IBRAHIM ABDULLAHI 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as IBRAHIM DATTI ABDULLAHI. 
All former documents remain valid. 
Concerned authorities and the general 

public to please take note.  

  COMFORT : I formerly known 
and called COMFORT OKPE now wish to 
be known and addressed as COMFORT  
BENAD. All former documents remain 
valid. Concerned authorities and the 
general public to please take note.  

I, formerly known as FIDDAUSI 
MUSA RUNKA now whish to be 
known and  addressed as FIRDAUSI 
ABDULKARIM all former documents 
remain valid,  General public and the 
authority concerned should take note

I,  formerly known as AMINA 
AMINU now whish to be known 
and addressed as  AMINA AMINU 
KAFARDA all former documents 
remain valid, General public  and the 
authority concerned should take note

I,  formerly known as BARAU 
MURTALA now whish to be known 
and addressed as  MURTALA BARAU 
all former documents remain valid, 
General public and the  authority 
concerned should take note

I, formerly known as MUNTARI 
MUHAMMAD now whish to be known 
and  addressed as MUHAMMAD 
MUKHTAR all former documents 
remain valid, General  public and the 
authority concerned should take note

I, formerly known as 
ABDULKARIM SAIDU now whish 
to be known and  addressed as 
ABDULKAREEM ALHASSAN SAIDU all 
former documents remain  valid, General 
public and the authority concerned should 

take note

I, formerly known as AISHA 
YUSUFU IBRAHIM MASHI now whish 
to be known  and addressed as MRS 
AISHA YUSUFU USMAN all former 
documents remain  valid, General public 
and the authority concerned should take 

note

I  formerly known as OTHMAN 
SARATU AHMAD, , now wish to be 
called and  addressed as TOFA SARATU 
AHMAD OTHMAN. All former documents 
remain  valid. The Authority concern and 
the general public should please take  

note.

YAHAYA: I formerly known as 
YAHAYA MOHAMMED, now wish to 
be called and  addressed as YAHAYA 
ABDULKARIM ADAMU. All former 
documents remain valid.  The Authority 
concern and the general public should 

please take note.

I formerly known as 
YESMINAT YUSUF now wish to 
be called and addresses  SAHEED 
YESMINAT all former decoment 
remain valid authority concern and  
general public should take to note 

I formerly known as KHADIJA 
IBRAHIM ABDUL now wish to 
be known as  KHADIJA KABIRU 
BABAYO All former documents remain 
valid authority  concerned and general 
public should please take note 

  ABUBAKAR, I formerly known 
as IDRIS ABUBAKAR GAMBO and 
18/10/1985 now wish to be called 
and addressed as ABUBAKAR IDRIS 
and 20/4/2002. All former documents 
remain valid. Authorities concerned and the 
general public should please take note.  

  MUHAMMAD, I formerly known 
as SANI MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM 
now wish to be called and addressed as 
MUHAMMAD SANI IBRAHIM. All former 
documents remain valid. Authorities 
concerned and the general public should 

please take note.  

  WALIYUDEEN, I formerly 
known as WALIYUDEEN MUHAMMED 
now wish to be called and addressed as 
WALIYUDDEEN MUHAMMAD and date of 
birth 26-10-1976. All former documents 
remain valid. Authorities concerned and the 
general public should please take note.  

Oboareye: I formerly known 
as ABUBUOKHAI FRANCESS 
ODUFUA Now wish to be known, 
Called and addressed as Oboareye 
Francess Odufua. Former documents 
remain valid. Public note

 HAFSAT:I, formerly known as 
MISS HAFSAT SHEHU now wish to 
be known as MRS HAFSAT SHEHU 
BELLO. All relevant authorities 
are to please take note. All former 
documents remain valid.

YUSUF: I, formerly known as 
YUSUF SAIDU ABDULLAHI now 
wish to be known as YUSUF ANAS 
SAIDU. All relevant authorities 
are to please take note. All former 
documents remain valid. 

ASMAU: I, formerly known as 
ASMAU SHEKARAU now wish to 
be known and addressed as ASMAU 
ISMAIL. All former documents remain 
valid. The general public and any 
authority concerned to please take note.

ALI: I formerly known as 
IDRIS HANNATU now wish to be 
called as ALI HANNATU IDRIS 
all former documents remain valid 
general public all authority concern 
should please take note

HADIZA: I, formerly known 
as HADIZA SALISU now wish to be 
known and addressed as HADIZA 
ABDULKARIM all former documents 
remain valid. Any authority concern and 
general public should please take note. 

ASMAU: I, formerly known as 
ASMAU HAMIDU MARAFA now wish 
to be known and addressed as ASMAU 
HAMZA MARAFA  all former documents 
remain valid. Any authority concern and 
general public should please take note.

JAMILA: I formerly known as 
JAMILA BASHIR now wish to be called 
and address as JAMILA MUHAMMAD 
BASHIR, Old D.O.B 01/01/1987 
New D.O.B 22/01/1987. All former 
documents remain valid, Authority concern 
and general public should please take note

AISHA: I formerly known as 
AISHA AHMAD now wish to be called 
and address as AISHA AHMAD MRS 
KABIRU, All former documents remain 
valid, Authority concern and general 
public should please take note

SAADATU: I formerly known 
as SAADATU SULEIMAN LAWAL 
now wish to be called and address as 
SAADATU SULEIMAN LAWAL MRS 
LAWAL, All former documents remain 
valid, Authority concern and general 

public should please take note

SABIU: I formerly known as 
SABIU AMINU FELANDE now wish 
to be called and address as SABIU 
AMINU, All former documents remain 
valid, Authority concern and general 
public should please take note

HELEN: I, formerly known as 
HELEN OTOIBHI, now wish to be known 
and addressed as  HELEN EGHONGHON  
OLASUNKANMI.All former documents 
remain valid.The general public and any 
authority concerned to please take note 

CLEOPHAS: I, formerly known 
as DUNIYA JOSEPH YALI, now wish 
to be known and called CLEOPHAS 
JOSEPH YALI.All former documents 
remain valid.The general public and any 
authority concerned to please take note 

ALIYU: I, formerly known as 
ALIYU MANNIR, now wish to be 
known and called ALIYU MANNIR 
MUSA .All former documents remain 
valid.The general public and any 
authority concerned to please take note 

RITA: I, formerly RITA 
CHINENYE GBAGHARA, 
now wishes to be called RITA 
CHINENYE ROBINSON EFE, all 
documents remain valid. General 
public take note.

VERA: I, formerly 
VERONICA SAJE ZAGGA, now 
wish to be called VERA SAJE 
DESHAN ISTAKIS. All documents 
remain valid. General public to note.

MOBOLAJI: I, formerly known as 
MOBOLAJI ELIZABETH OMOWUMI 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as MOBOLAJI ELIZABETH IYABODE  
all former documents remain valid. Any 
authority concern and general public 

should please take note.

NYAM: I, formerly known as 
AUDU CAROLINE SIM now wish to 
be known and addressed as NYAM 
CAROLINE SIM  all former documents 
remain valid. Any authority concern and 
general public should please take note.

MUSTAPHA: I, formerly known as 
MUSTAPHA SAMIRA .M.  now wish to 
be known and addressed as MUSTAPHA 
SAMIRA MUHAMMAD.All former 
documents remain valid. The general 
public and any authority concerned to 

please take note.

CHRISTIANA: I formerly known 
as CHRISTIANA AKWAJI now wish 
to be called as CHRISTIANA DAVID 
AKWAJI all former documents remain 
valid general public all authority 
concern should please take note

HUDU: I formerly known as 
HUDU ISAH BARAA now wish to be 
called as HUDU BARAA MOHAMMED 
all former documents remain valid 
Access bank general public all authority 
concern should please take note

SAIDU: I, formerly known as 
ISIYAH AYUBA, now wish to be 
known and addressed as SAIDU 
USMAN.All former documents remain 
valid.The general public and any 
authority concerned to please take note

I, formerly known and addressed as 
ADEOGUN  MARIAM  OMOWUNMI, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as SALAMI  MARIAM  OMOWUNMI. 
All former documents remain valid. The 
general public should please take note.

YINUSA: I, formerly known and 
addressed as Mrs   OKE   MODINAT  
OLUWAKEMI. Now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as Miss   YINUSA   
MODINAT  OLUWAKEMI. All former 
documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.      

ERINLE: I, formerly known and 
addressed as ERINLE  SUKURAT  
ARIKE. Now wish to be known, called 
and addressed as ERINLE    SUKURAT   
TEMITOPE. All former documents 
remain valid, Authority Concerned and 

general public take note.   

OYEBAMIJI: I, formerly known and 
addressed as OYEBANJI   VICTORIA. 
Now wish to be known, called and 
addressed as OYEBAMIJI  VICTORIA   
AJOKE. All former documents remain 
valid, Authority Concerned and general 
public take note.   

JINADU: I, formerly known and 
addressed as Miss    ADELAJA   ADEBIMPE  
OLUWATOBILOBA. Now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as Mrs  JINADU   
ADEBIMPE   OLUWATOBILOBA. All 
former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.   

I FORMERLY KNOWN AND 
ADDRESSED AS AJISAFE  ROFIAT  BUKOLA. 
NOW WISH TO BE KNOWN CALLED AND 
ADDRESSED AS BUSARI   ROFIAT  BUKOLA. 
ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAINS 
VALID. BANK AUTHORITY AND GENERAL 
PUBLIC SHOULD TAKE NOTE.      

OKANLAWON: I, formerly known 
and addressed as KAMORUDEEN   
MINIAT   TEMITOPE. Now wish to 
be known, called and addressed as 
OKANLAWON   MINIAT  TEMITOPE. All 
former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.   

CORRECTION OF NAME     That on my 
international passport my name was wrongly 
written as IYOBOR  LAWAL  OSAGIE instead 
of IYOBOSA   LAWAL  OSAGIE. That my 
correct name is IYOBOSA   LAWAL  OSAGIE. 
All former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.   

CORRECTION OF NAME     That furthermore, 
my said Name was wrongly furtherly stated as “KALU  
NGOZI   EMELE”, on my BVN. That I do herein state 
in unequivocal terms before the whole world that my true 
names “ KALU-EMELE   NGOZI”, on my NIN is correct. 
That the whole world is herein expected to take note that 
I am one and same person as all previous documentations 

remains valid. General public take note.   

That I was formerly known and addressed 
as ORUKPE  OAMEN. That now I wish to be 
known, called and addressed as ORUKPE  ALAMA   
MONADY   OAMEN.  That any of my documents 
that relates to the former name remains valid. That 
henceforth the Banks, National Identity Management 
Commissions, Federal Road Safety Corp and General 

public should please take note.   

CHANGE OF NAME     I formerly known and 
addressed as BOKIME   SAMSON  LUKE, Now 
wish to be known and addressed as LUKE  BOKIME  
SAMSON, And date of birth was formerly 3rd of 
December 1973 but now 23rd of December 1973. All 
former documents remain valid, Authorities concerned 
and general public should please take note.   

I, formerly known and addressed 
as OGUNBEKUN  PRECIOUS  
OLUWAYEMISI. Now wish to be 
known and addressed as OYEKANMI   
PRECIOUS   OLUWAYEMISI. All 
former documents remain valid, Banks 

and General public please take note.    

CORRECTION OF NAME     I 
formerly known and addressed as LAWAL  
ADISA  MONSURAT, Now wish to be known 
and addressed as LAWAL  MONSURAT  
AKANKE. All former documents remain 
valid, Authorities concerned and general 
public should please take note.

   OLUBODE: I, formerly known 
and addressed as IDOWU   JANET  
ADEOLA. Now wish to be known, called 
and addressed as OLUBODE   BARAKAT   
ADEOLA. All former documents remain 
valid, Authority Concerned and general 

public take note.   

ONI: I, formerly known and 
addressed as Miss  LAWAL   YEWANDE   
TITILOPE. Now wish to be known, called 
and addressed as Mrs   ONI   YEWANDE   
TITILOPE. All former documents remain 
valid, Authority Concerned and general 

public take note.      

That I was formerly called, known 
and addressed as CHINEDU  PIUS. 
That I now wish to be called, known and 
addressed as CHINEDU  UDORBA. 
That all my former documents remain 
valid. General public take note.   

That I was formerly known and addressed 
as MICHEAL   ANGEL   AGBEBO. That I wish 
to be known, called and addressed as AGBAEBO   
MICHAEL  GIDEON. That I swear to this af  davit 
that my new and correct name is AGBAEBO  
MICHAEL  GIDEON. All former documents 
remain valid, General public take note.      

That I was formerly called, 
known and addressed as OKE  GRACE  
PENTHO. That I now wish to be called, 
known and addressed as AWOTUNDE  
GRACE  PENTHO Due to marriage. That 
all my former documents remain valid. 

General public take note.   

JIBRIN: I, formerly known and 
addressed as Miss  MUHAMMAD   
HAFSAT. Now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as Mrs   JIBRIN   
HAFSAT. All former documents remain 
valid, Authority Concerned and general 

public take note.   

JACOB: I, formerly known and 
addressed as ABIODUN   OLUGBENGA   
EMMANUEL. Now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as JACOB  
OLUGBENGA  EMMANUEL. All former 
documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.      

I FORMERLY KNOWN AND 
ADDRESSED AS RUTH  BALOGUN,  
RUTH   BALOGUN. NOW WISHES TO BE 
KNOWN AND ADDRESSED AS MEDINAT   
ONYIOZA  RUTH   BALOGUN. ALL FORMER 
DOCUMENTS REMAIN VALID. ACCESS 
BANK, FIRST BANK PLEASE TAKE NOTE.      

I formerly known and addressed 
as SADIYA   IBRAHIM, now wish 
to be known and addressed as Mrs.  
ABDURRAHMAN   SADIYA  UMAR. 
All former documents remain valid. The 
general public should please take note.   

That I was formerly known and 
addressed as SAMUEL  OLUWABUNMI. 
That I wish to be called and addressed as 
ADELANI  FELICIA   OLUWABUNMI. All 
former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.

I ONYENATUGA,   CHRIS, do 
want to con  rm to the general public that 
ONYENATUGA,  CHRIS   NDUKWU,   
CHRYSOGONUS   ONYENATUGA 
is one and same person. All former 
documents remain valid. General public 

take note.   

CORRECTION OF NAME     I whose 
name was wrongly written in my Bank Account 
documents as TOCHUKWU  ZEALOUS   
SIMON, now wish to correct the name 
as above to the correct one TOCHUKWU   
SIMON. All former documents remain valid, 
Banks and the general public please take note.   

SALAUDEEN: I, formerly known and 
addressed as SALAU   LUQMAN  ADEBAYO. 
Now wish to be known, called and addressed as 
SALAUDEEN  LUQMAN  ADEBAYO. That I was 
born on 17th day of July, 1972 not 17th day of 
July, 1971. All former documents remain valid, 
Authority Concerned and general public take note.      

GOLDEN: I, formerly known and 
addressed as GBADEGESIN  ADELAJA   
OYEDOKUN. Now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as GOLDEN   
LAJA. All former documents remain valid, 
Authorities Concerned and general public 

take note.   
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I Formerly known as ABBAH    
OKPEH  HENRY, now wish to be known 
and addressed as ABBAH  HENRY  
OKPE and my correct date of birth 
is 02/02/2000 .All former documents 
remain valid public notice take note   

I Formerly known and addressed 
as KOYEJO  OLUWATOBI   
SAMUEL, now wish to be known and 
addressed as KOYEJO    OLUWATOBI  
EMMANUEL . All former documents 
remain valid public notice take note      

I Formerly known and 
addressed as RUFAI  SHAKIRULAH   
OLADIPUPO, now wish to be known 
and addressed RUFAI   SHAKIRULLAH    
OLADIPUPO. All former documents 
remain valid public notice take note

   I Formerly known and addressed 
as EZEH    JULIET, now wish to be 
known and addressed as EZE  JOY    
JULIET and my correct date of birth 
is 02/08/1985. All former documents 
remain valid public notice take note      

CORRECTION OF NAME     My 
correct name is OJOKO  IYADUNNI   
RUTH  MARY NOT JAYEOLA    
ESTHER   ONI. Correct date of birth is 
9th August,1953 NOT 4th September, 
1953. All former documents remain valid. 

General public take note.

OBABIRE: I, formerly known as 
AKINWALE    IBIRONKE   RUTH, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as OBABIRE    IBIRONKE   RUTH. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public take note.       

IBRAHIM: I, formerly known and addressed 
as IBRAHIM  MOHAMMED . Now wish to 
be known, called and addressed as IBRAHIM   
MOHAMMED  BABA. My date of birth was mistakenly 
written as 6th day of May, 1992 instead of 24th day 
of May, 1990. All former documents remain valid, 
Authority Concerned and general public take note.   

FOLAMI: I, formerly known as 
MISS  AJAYI  ELIZABETH, now wish 
to be known and addressed as MRS.  
FOLAMI    TAIWO    ELIZABETH. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public take note.    

CORRECTION OF NAME     My name was 
wrongly written as AKINREMI  JOY   JOLAJESU 
instead of AKINREMI  JOY  CHRISTIANAH, 
now wish to be addressed as AKINREMI    JOY 
CHRISTIANAH. Date of birth was wrongly written as 
4th June, 1998 instead of 4th June, 1999. All former 
documents remain valid. General public take note.      

MISS. OKORO : I, formerly known and 
addressed as MRS.  MBACHU   SPLENDOUR   
NKIRU, now wish to be known and addressed 
as MISS.  OKORO   SPLENDOUR    NKIRU. 
All documents bearing my former name remain 
valid. General public and Authorities concerned 
should please take note. 

ADEGBOYEGA: I, formerly known 
and addressed as ADEGBOYEGA   
ADENIYI. Now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as ADEGBOYEGA   
ADENIYI    ADISA. All former documents 
remain valid, Authority Concerned and 

general public take note.   

I formerly known and addressed as 
SOLOLA   AFEESAT  MOTUNRAYO, now 
wish to be known, called and addressed 
as ILORI   AFEESAT  MOTUNRAYO. 
All former documents remain valid. The 
general public, Banks and concerned 
authorities should take note.      

TARKIGH: I, formerly known and 
addressed as DOMINIC    MBAHENEN  
CHARISTA. Now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as TARKIGH   
MBAHENEN   CHALISTA. All former 
documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.   

GEORGE: I, formerly known and 
addressed as GEORGE   HARMONY  
OLUWAKUNLE. Now wish to be known, 
called and addressed as GEORGE   
HARMONY    OLUWABUNMI. All 
former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.      

OYELUMADE: I, formerly known 
and addressed as Miss   ADELEYE   
COMFORT  MIRACLE. Now wish to 
be known, called and addressed as Mrs   
OYELUMADE   COMFORT    MIRACLE. All 
former documents remain valid, Authority 
Concerned and general public take note.

HAMSATU  I  formerly known 
as HAFSAT HASSAN  now wish 
to be know and   addressed as 
HAMSATU  HASSAN  All former 
document remain valid  General 
public should please take note 

AISHATU: I formerly known 
as MODU BULAMA AISHATU, 
now  wish to be know and addressed 
as AISHATU BULAMA MODU, All 
former  document remain valid.General 
public should please take note 

AISHA: I formerly known as 
AISHA SULAIMAN, now wish to 
be know and  adq.dressed as AISHA 
SULEIMAN, All former document 
remain valid.General  public should 
please take note 

MUSA. I formerly known as 
MUSTAPHA MUSA, now wish to 
be known as  addressed as MUSA 
MUSTAPHA BUKAR. All Former 
documents remain valid.  General 
public should pleas take note 

 I, formerly known as BAPPAH 
SULAIMAN now wish to be  known 
and addressed as BAPPA SULE. 
All former documents remain valid.  
General public should take note.

AISHA : I formerly known 
as FALMATA ALI now wish to be  
known as AISHA MUHAMMAD 
ABUBAKAR.  All former documents 
remain valid.  General public should 
take note .

 I, formerly known as 
SALAMATU TUMU SABO now 
wish to be known and  addressed 
as SALAMATU SABO. All former 
documents remain valid. General  
public should take note.

ALGONI: I formerly known as 
UMAR ALGONI, now wish to be  know 
and addressed as ALGONI ABATCHA 
UMAR, All former document remain  
valid. With correct DOB. 17/04/1991 
NOT  09/01/1988, General public  

should please take note 

ADAM: I formerly known as 
KARIM ALLAH, now wish to be  
know and addressed as BABAGONI 
ADAM  KARIM. All former 
document remain  valid. General 
public should please take note 

 YAHAYA: I formerly known as 
MOHAMMED MOHAMMED, now 
wish  to be know and addressed as 
YAHAYA MOHAMMED. All former 
document remain  valid. General 
public should please take note 

 KHADIJA: I formerly known as 
KHADIJA BABAGONI, now wish  to 
be know and addressed as KHADIJA 
IBRAHIM GAJIMI. All former 
document  remain valid. General 
public should please take note 

ZARA I, formerly known as 
ZARA MUHAMMAD ALI now 
wish to be known and  called ZARA 
UMAR ALI (MRS.) All former 
documents remain valid.  Authorities 
concerned and public to note.

HAUWA: I formerly known as 
HAUWA MUHAMMAD. now  wish 
to be known as HAUWA SALISU 
MOHAMMED. With D O B 01/01/1996 
to  13/10/1997 . All former document 
remain valid. General public should  take 

note 

OKEFI: I formerly known as 
PRINCE NDUBUISI OKEFI. now  wish 
to be known as OKEFI CELESTINE 
NDUBUISI. With Correct DOB   
27/04/1987. All former document 
remain valid. General public should take  

note 

USMAN: I formerly known 
as USMAN KARAMI AUDU, now 
wish  to be know and addressed as 
USMAN AUDU KARAMI, All former 
document  remain valid.General 
public should please take note 

 USMAN: I formerly known as 
ABUBAKAR USMAN, now wish to be 
know and  addressed as ABUBAKAR 
GONI USMAN. All former document 
remain  valid.General public should 
please take note

GONI: I formerly known as 
MALLAM MAAZU MALLAM GONI AND  
MAAZU GONI ALI, now wish to be know 
and addressed as MAAZU GONI, All  
former document remain valid.General 
public should please take note 

 HADIZA I formerly known and 
addressed as HADIZA BOMAI  ZARMA 
now wish to be known and addressed as 
HADIZA BOMAI USMAN All  former 
documents remain valid All concern and 
authority General public  should please 

take note.

 HADIZA I formerly known and 
addressed as HADIZA A DANBABA 
now wish to  be known and addressed as 
HADIZA DANBABA ALHAJI All former 
documents  remain valid All concern and 
authority General public should please 

take  note.

SUMAIYYA I formerly known and 
addressed as SUMAIYYA ISA  AHMED 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as SUMAIYYA ISA UMAR All former  
documents remain valid All concern and 
authority General public should  please 

take note.

YUSUF I formerly known and 
addressed as YUSUF ALI now wish to 
be known  and addressed as YUSUF 
MALLAM ALI All former documents 
remain valid All  concern and authority 
General public should please take note.

AMINA I formerly known and 
addressed as AMINA ABDULLAHI  
GOJI now wish to be known and 
addressed as AMINA MOHAMMED 
GOJI All  former documents remain valid 
All concern and authority General public  

should please take note.

 I, BA’AJI UMAR do solemnly 
declare that: the names BA’AJI UMAR 
and  BABAJI UMAR are referred to me, 
as I used to answer either of the names.  
Now I wish to be known and called BA’AJI 
UMAR. All former documents  remains valid. 
Authorities concerned and public to note.

 HAUWA I formerly known and 
addressed as HAUWA HASSAN  SALEH 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as HAUWA MOHAMMED SALEH 
All  former documents remain valid All 
concern and authority General public  

should please take note.

FARIDA I formerly known and 
addressed as FARIDA MOHAMMED  
BARDE now wish to be known and 
addressed as FARIDA ABUBAKAR 
BARDE All  former documents remain 
valid All concern and authority General 

public  should please take note. 

MAMUDA I formerly known 
and addressed as MUHD HASSAN  
MAMUDA now wish to be known and 
addressed as MUHAMMAD HASSAN 
MAMUDA All  former documents remain 
valid All concern and authority General 

public  should please take note.

 FATIMA I formerly known and 
addressed as FATIMA IBRAHIM  
KABIR now wish to be known and 
addressed as MRS FATIMA KABIR 
IBRAHIM  All former documents remain 
valid All concern and authority General  

public should please take note.

 ZARAH: I formerly known as 
ZARAH MUHAMMAD FARUQ, now  
wish to be known and addressed as 
ZARAH MOHAMMED SHUWA. 
All former  documents remain valid. 
General public should please take note.

 SARAH: I formerly known 
as SARAH MAINA, now wish 
to be known as SARAH  MUSA 
SAMSON.  All former documents 
remain valid. General public should  
take note.

ABDULLAHI:  I formally know 
ABDULMALIK GARBA, now wish  to be 
known and addressed as ABDULMALIK 
GARBA ABDULLAHI, All former  
documents remain valid, Authorities 
concerned and general public should  

please take note.

 AMINU: I formerlly known as 
AMINU AMINU, now wish to be  know 
and addressed as AMINU ABDULLAHI 
MUHAMMAD, All former document  
remain valid. With Correct D.O.B. 
20/06/1999 NOT 05/07/1999 
General  public should please take note 

 BUKAR: I formerly known as 
BABAGANA BUKAR MONGUNO, 
now wish to be known  as 
BABAGANA BUKAR. All former 
documents remain valid. General 
public  should take note.

BARDE: I formally know USAMA 
ABDULLAHI , now wish to be  known 
and addressed as USAMA ABDULLAHI 
BARDE. All former documents  remain 
valid, Authorities concerned and general 
public should please  take note.

 I, formerly known as ALHAJI 
IBRAHIM SULEIMAN now wish 
to be known and  addressed as 
IBRAHIM SULEIMAN. All former 
documents remain valid.  General 
public should take note.

 KEFAS: I formally know 
REJOICE KEFAS , now wish to be 
known and  addressed as REJOICE 
DESHI KOPBI. All former documents 
remain valid,  Authorities concerned and 
general public should please take note.

BOI: I formally know MUSA 
WAKILI, now wish to be known  and 
addressed as MUSA WAKILI BOI. 
All former documents remain valid,  
Authorities concerned and general 
public should please take note.

 AMINA: I formerly known as 
FANNE ABDULRAHAMAN, now wish  
to be known and addressed as AMINA 
ABDULRAHMAN. All former documents  
remain valid. Authorities concerned and 
general public should take  note.      

HAUWA: I formerly known as 
MISS HAUWA BABA SHERIFF, now 
wish to be known  and addressed as MRS 
HAUWA BABA SHERIFF. All former 
documents remain  valid. Authorities 
concerned and general public should take 

note

ADAMU I, formerly known as 
HUSSAINI ADAMU ABSUL now 
wish to be known and  addressed 
as HUSSAINI ADAMU. All former 
documents remain valid. General  
public should take note.

 AMSA: I formerly known as 
AMSA BUKAR, now wish to be 
known as AMSA  BUSAMI. All 
former documents remain valid. 
General public should take  note.

 GIMBA  I formally known as 
GIMBA MANKOLO now wish DOB 13-
JULY-1998 to  be known and addressed 
as IBRAHIM ABUBAKAR ISAKO all 
former documents  remain valid DOB 
17-SEPTEMBER-1998 general public 

should please take  note.

 AISHA I formerly known and 
addressed as MISS AISHA MADU  
BUKAR now wish to be known and 
addressed as MRS AISHA MADU 
ABUBAKAR All  former documents remain 
valid NYSC All concern and authority 
General  public should please take note.

 RABI I formerly known and 
addressed as MISS RABI SALEH  now 
wish to be known and addressed as MRS 
RABI SALEH MOHAMMED All former  
documents remain valid NYSC All concern 
and authority General public  should 

please take note.

 ILIYA I formerly known and 
addressed as ILIYA ABDULLAHI  now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
ILIYA ABDULLAHI UMAR All former  
documents remain valid All concern and 
authority General public should  please 

take note.

NANA: I formerly known as NANA 
ABBA ALI, now wish to be  know and 
addressed as NANA HALIMA ABBAALI, 
All former document remain  valid. 
With correct DOB. 31/10/1985 NOT  
01/01/1985, General public  should 

please take note 

MRS. PERPETUAL = I, formally 
known as MISS. PERPETUAL 
ONOVUGHE EBIRERI. now wish 
to be known as MRS. PERPETUAL 
ONOVUGHE OYOVWE. All former 
documents remain valid. General public 

take note.

CHIOMA: I was formerly known 
called and addressed as MISS.  CHIOMA 
NWANKWO, now wish to be known 
called and addressed as MRS. CHIOMA 
PRINCE. All documents bearing my 
former name remain valid general public 

should take note.

I, Formerly known and addressed 
as MISS  NWANKWO  GRACE  
NMERIMSINACHI , now wish to be 
known and addressed as MRS ECHEFU  
GRACE NMERIMSINACHI, All former 
documents remain valid, general public 

take note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As IFEANYICHUKWU FRANKLIN, 
Now Wish To Be Known And Addressed 
As IFEANYICHUKWU FRANKLIN  
EKEZIE . All Documents Bearing my 
former name still Remain Valid, General 

Public please Take Note.

I, Formerly known and addressed 
as MISS  NNABUGO  CHIDIEBERE  
LAWRANCER , now wish to be known 
and addressed as MRS  MBIAMBUO 
CHIDIEBERE LAWRANCER, All former 
documents remain valid, general public 

take note.

I, Formerly known and addressed 
as MISS UZODIMMA  BLESSING  
UCHECHI , now wish to be known and 
addressed as MRS NWOSU  BLESSING 
UCHECHI, All former documents remain 
valid, general public take note.

I, Formerly known and addressed as 
MISS  IWU NKECHINYERE  JUDITH, 
now wish to be known and addressed 
as MRS NNANNA  NKECHINYERE 
JUDITH, All former documents remain 
valid, general public take note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed As 
EMEREOLE  ANGELAPATRA  EZINNE, 
Now Wish To Be Known And Addressed As 
ASOLUKA  ANGELAPATRA  EZINNE. 
All Documents Bearing my former name 
still Remain Valid, General Public please 

Take Note.

I, Formerly Known And Addressed 
As MISS  ONYEMA  OGOCHUKWU  
MARYJANE, Now Wish To Be Known 
And Addressed As MRS  ONUOHA  
OGOCHUKWU  MARYJANE. All Documents 
Bearing my former name still Remain Valid, 
General Public please Take Note.

This is to con  rm that the names 
OSUGIRI-IRO  MMESOMA , And OSUGIRI  
MMESOMA  JESSICA is same and one 
person. Now Wish To Be Known And Addressed 
As OSUGIRI-IRO  MMESOMA  JESSICA. 
All Documents Bearing my former name still 
Remain Valid, General Public please Take Note.

MRS ANNA: I, formerly known 
as MISS JOHNBOSCO ANNA 
OMOAYENA, now wants to be known 
and addressed as MRS ANNA GARUBA 
JOHNBOSCO. All documents bearing 
former name remain valid. General public 

take note.

AWORINDE= I, formerly 
known as KUNLE, AWORINDE 
DAMILOLA and now wish to be 
known as AWORINDE, DAMILOLA 
PIUS. General public should take 
note

ECHODA: I, formerly known 
and address as MARY FELIX 
OTENE now wish to known and 
address as MARY ECHODA OTENE. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public take note

I, formerly known and addressed 
as CHUKWUDI EZENWANYI 
MARGARET, now wish to be known 
and addressed as KOITA CHUKWUDI 
MARGARET. All former document 
remains valid. The general public take 

note.

CONFIRMATION OF NAME: This 
is to con  rm that the names ANOMODU 
CHINENYE ASUMTA and ANUMUDU 
CHINENYE ASSUMPTA , refer to 
one and the same person. All former 
document remains valid. Bank and the 

general public take note.

UYIOSA: I, formerly known as 
QUEEN ERHABOR OSAZEEMEN, 
now wants to be known and addressed 
as QUEEN ERHABOR UYIOSA. 
All documents bearing former name 
remain valid. General public take note.

WASIU = I, formerly known and 
address as *WASIU SODIQ IDOWU* 
now wish to be known and address as 
*WASIU SODIQ SHOLA*. All former
documents bearing my name remain 
valid. General public should please take 

note.

MRS EZE = I, formerly known 
and addressed as MISS UGWU LINDA 
CHIDIMMA now wish to be known 
and addressed as MRS EZE LINDA 
CHIDIMMA.All former documents 
remain valid.General public take note.

ILIASU = I, formally known 
as YUNUSA  LUCKY HALIMA. 
now wish to be known as ILIASU 
HALIMA. All former documents 
remain valid. General public take 
note.

*GODPOWER*   I, formerly 
known as *GODPOWER  MOSES  
CARSON*. Now wish to be known 
called and addressed as *GODPOWER  
MOSES  IZU*. All documents bearing my 
former name remain valid. The general 

public should please take note.

*ADDITION OF NAME*    I, formerly 
known as *HOWELLS  PRETTY*. Now 
wish to add *AKPOTI* to my name to be 
known called and addressed as *HOWELLS  
PRETTY  AKPOTI*. All documents bearing 
my former name remain valid. The general 
public should please take note.

*ONYINYE*    I, formerly known
called and addressed as *ONYINYE  
AGNES  OKAFOR*. Now wish to be known 
called and addressed as *ONYINYE  
AGNES  EKEMEZIE*. All documents 
bearing my former name remain valid. The 
general public should please take note.

*OWEN*  I, formerly known 
as *OWEN  JEPHTER  OWEN*. Now 
wish to be known called and addressed 
as *JEPHTER  OWEN JEPHTER*. All 
documents bearing my former name 
remain valid. The general public should 

please take note.

My name was wrongly Written 
as ONWNEMELU SUNDAY  
AMAKONWOKE, INSTEAD 
Of ONWUNEMELU SUNDAY 
AMAKONWOKE. All Documents Bearing 
my former name still Remain Valid, 

General Public please Take Note.

I, formerly known as RUKAIYA 
AMINU now wish to be known and 
addressed as AMINA MUHAMMAD. 
All former documents remain valid. 
General public and authorities 
concerned should please take note.

 I, formerly known as 
MONISOLA AJAYI now wish to be 
known and addressed as MONISOLA 
ENITAN. All former documents remain 
valid. General public and authorities 
concerned should please take note.

 I, formerly known as HARUNA 
SALISU GWARZO now wish to be 
known and addressed as AMINU SALISU 
YUSIF. All former documents remain 
valid. General public and authorities 
concerned should please take note.

 I, formerly known as FAHAD 
SHEHU with D.O.B 02-01-2001 now 
wish to be known and addressed as 
FAHAT SHEHU IDRIS with D.O.B 07-
03-2003. All former documents remain 
valid. General public and authorities 

concerned should please take note.
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EXPLAINER
By Hajara Hussaini

The Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
has announced that there are 93.4 

million registered voters in Nigeria.
The INEC chairman, Prof. Mahmoud 

Yakubu, noted that Lagos leads with 
7,060,195 voters followed closely by 
Kano with 5,921,370 and Kaduna with 
4,335,208.

However, by gender distribution, 
the number of male voters stands at 
49,054,162, and females 44,414,846 
with youths aged 18 to 34 making up 
the majority by age distribution with 
37,060,399 voters registered.

Meanwhile, in promoting free and 
fair elections, the Constitution of the 
Federal Republic of Nigeria, 1999 as 
amended, and the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) Rules and 
Regulations constitute the legal framework 
that regulates electoral processes.

The provisions of these laws deal 
with the right to associate, vote, and 
form political parties. Others include 
registration of voters, Election Day 
procedures, and dispute resolution among 
others.

Violation of the provisions attracts a 
fine, imprisonment, or both.

However, this article highlights the 
offences and their penalties according 
to the Electoral Act 2022 that Nigerians 
should know.

Voter registration
There are various offences under this 

provision such as registering more than 
once, unlawful possession of a voter’s card, 
selling or buying of a voter’s card with a 
penalty of a fine not exceeding N100,000 
or imprisonment for one year or both.

Also, giving false information in any 
application for registration as a voter 
attracts a fine of N500,000 or 12 months’ 
imprisonment, or both.

Hindering another person from 
registering as a voter attracts a fine of 
N500,000 or five years in prison or both.

Lastly, impersonating a registration 
official, carrying out illegal registration 
or forgoing a registration card attracts a 
maximum fine of N1 million or 12 months 
in prison or both.

Offences in relation to ballot papers 
and ballot boxes

The Act states that unlawful possession 
of a ballot paper, illegal printing of ballot 
papers or illegal production or importation 
of ballot boxes attracts a maximum fine of 
N50,000,000 or a term of imprisonment of 
not less than 10 years or both.

Improper use of voter card
Any unlawful handing of a voter’s card 

to some other person for use at an election 
other than an officer appointed to do so 
and being in possession of more than one 
voter’s card attract a fine of N1,000,000 or 
imprisonment for 12 months or both.

Bribery and conspiracy (vote buying)
Vote buying is a norm in Nigeria. This 

happens when a voter accepts money, 
contract, or public office among others 
during or after an election in exchange 
for voting for a said political party, or 
abstaining from voting altogether.

Paying money to any other person for 
bribery at any election or receiving any 
money or gift for voting or refraining 
from voting at any election attracts a fine 
of N500,000 or 12 months’ imprisonment 
or both.

Requirement of secrecy in voting
Party agents are fond of paying voters 

to cast their votes for their preferred 

candidate and asking them to display the 
ballot paper to ascertain they voted for the 
candidate they were paid to vote.

The act also states that not maintaining 
the secrecy of voting at a polling unit 
or interfering with a voter casting his 
vote attracts a fine of N100,000 or 
imprisonment for a term of six months 
or both.

Wrongful voting and false statements
The Electoral Act further states that 

anyone found guilty of illegal voting or 
publishing any statement of the withdrawal 
of a candidate or about his personal 
character shall be fined a maximum of 
N100,000 or six months in prison, or both.

Voting by unregistered persons
Every person willing and qualified to 

vote in an election is expected to register 
with the Independent National Electoral 
Commission and get a Permanent Voters 
Card (PVC).

According to Part VII, No. 124 of 
the act, bringing a voter’s card issued to 
another person during an election, the 
offender shall be fined N100,000, a term 
of six months in prison, or both.

Disorderly conduct at elections
Disorderliness, such as inciting others 

to act in a disorderly manner which 
is common in Nigeria, shall be fined 
N500,000 or imprisonment for a term of 
12 months or both.

Furthermore, soliciting for votes, 
persuading any voter not to vote for a 
particular candidate or being in possession 
of any offensive weapon or using any 
vehicle bearing the colour or symbol of a 
political party or loitering around a polling 
unit blaring siren shall attract a fine of 
N100,000 or six months’ imprisonment 
of both.

Undue influence

Undue influence means accepting 
money or any other inducement during 
an election, and the penalty is a fine of 
N100,000 or imprisonment for a term of 
12 months or both.

Threatening
The act states that threatening a person 

with violence, or injury to compel that 
person to vote or refrain from voting or 
preventing any political aspirant from free 
use of the media vehicles, mobilisation 
of political support and campaign at an 
election shall attract a fine of N1,000,000 
or three years imprisonment.

Offences in respect of nomination
Here, the Act states that forging a 

nomination paper or result form, willfully 
defacing or destroying a nomination paper 
or result form, delivering to an electoral 
officer a forged nomination paper or 
result, signing a nomination paper or 
result form as a candidate in more than 
one constituency at the same election 
attracts a maximum term of two years in 
prison on conviction.

Dereliction of duty and false result
Under this, the Electoral Act states that 

a polling officer failing to report on time or 
to discharge his duties on an election day 
without a lawful excuse shall be punished 
on conviction to a maximum fine of 
N500,000 or 12 months imprisonment, 
or both.

Also, announcing or publishing a false 
election result shall attract 36 months’ 
imprisonment.

Snatching or destruction of election 
materials 

Snatching or destruction of election 
materials or devices by any individual is an 
offence under the Electoral Act and Part 
VII No. 126 of the act notes that offenders 
shall be imprisoned for 24 months.

Electoral off ences you should know and their penalties

Classifi eds made easy Page 5PUBLIC NOTICE 



Wednesday, January 18, 2023

Like us on Facebook.com/dailytrust
follow us on Twitter:  @daily_trust 47

From Dotun Omisakin, 
Lagos

Aft er fi nishing in the 
quarter-fi nals at the 
WTT Contender Durban 

in South Africa last week, African 
table tennis champion, Quadri 
Aruna, will resume action today 
as he seeks to redeem his image 
when takes on Portuguese star 
Marcos Freitas in the fi rst round 
of the WTT Contender Doha 
2023 in Qatar.

Freitas has been listed as the 
number two seed in the men’s 
singles behind Brazil’s Hugo 
Calderano- winner of the WTT 

Contender Durban.
Th e reigning African champion 

will have to be at his best against 
his familiar opponent who won 
their last meeting in 2018.

Quadri who remains the 
highest ranked African in the 
world following the release of the 
ITTF ranking on Monday is still 
rated 14th which was his rank at 
the beginning of the year 2023.

Sharing his experience at the 
just concluded WTT Contender in 
Durban, he described the tourney 
as a good start for him following 
his exit from the German league to 
the Russian league.

He added that the ongoing 

championship would boost his 
confi dence heading into the 
lucrative European league debut 
later this month in Russian.

“I think my performance was 
impressive because I gave my all 
in Durban and the two matches 
I played were not that easy, 
especially the round of 16 against 
the French teenager Felix Lebrun 
who has been beating some of 
the top players in the world. Th e 
wins have boosted my confi dence 
going to Russian for my league 
debut.

“I look forward to another 
good performance in Doha but I 
must admit that there is no easy 

match again because everybody is 
at the same level regardless of the 
world ranking,” he said.

Quadri who was a semi-fi nalist 
at the Star Contender Doha 2022 
believes the quality of players in 
Doha attested to what to expect 
when the main draw begins at the 
Lusail Sports Arena as a total prize 
pool of $75,000 and 400 World 
Ranking points at the top for the 
winners will be up for grabs.

Th ere is serious depth in Doha 
with Contender Muscat II 2022 
winner South Korea’s Jang Woojin 
and Star Contender Doha 2022 
winner Andrej Gacina of Croatia 
will also be in the mix.

Yarma urges Doma United to 
remain focused despite shaky start

Ronaldo-Messi rivalry set for 
new chapter in Riyadh

Lobi Stars poised 
to pounce on 
embattled Rangers

By David Ngobua

Th e former Chairman 
of Gombe State Sports 
Commission, Malam 
Farouk Yarma, has 
charged Nigeria Premier 
Football League (NPFL) 
debutants, Doma 
United, to stay focused 
despite the home draw in 
their opening match of the 
2023 NPFL season.

One of the two privately owned clubs 
in the Nigerian topfl ight, Doma United 
were forced to a 1-1 draw last Sunday 
by Sunshine Stars in the Week One 
match played at the Pantami stadium 
in Gombe.

Charles Chibuke scored Doma 
United’s fi rst goal in the NPFL in 
the 38th minute but Sunshine Stars’ 
Ibrahim Yusuf equalised at the death 
for a share of the spoils.

A mammoth crowd had thronged 
the Pantami stadium to watch how 
Doma United would make history by 
winning their fi rst match in the NPFL 

but that didn’t happen.
However, Yarma who 
served as Commissioner 

for Youth Empowerment 
in Gombe State said 
Doma United and 
their teeming fans 
should be proud of 
what they were able 

to achieve against the 
more illustrious Sunshine 

Stars.
According to him, the league 

is a marathon so true fans of Doma 
United should remain resolute in their 
support for the club.

 “I understand how you feel aft er 
drawing your fi rst match in the Premier 
League at home to Sunshine Stars.

“I want to urge you to remain 
resolute. Th e league season has just 
started. You have a good team so if you 
stay focused, you will surely go places.

“To the fans, maintain your support. 
No team can excel without the backing 
of the supporters. Your support matters 
a lot to the success of the club,” said 
Yarma.

A new chapter in the 
celebrated rivalry 
between Cristiano 
Ronaldo and Lionel 
Messi will unfurl 
on Th ursday when 
they meet in an 
exhibition match 
as the Portugal 
forward gears up 
for his fi rst game 
in Saudi Arabia since 
joining Al Nassr.

Aft er a glittering career 
in Europe that saw him win four 
Champions League titles with 
Real Madrid and two Scudettos at 
Juventus, Ronaldo signed for Al Nassr, 
describing it as the “right moment” to 
share his experience in Asia.

Th e Saudi club is the latest stop in 
Ronaldo’s career that began in 2002 at 
Sporting CP before the forward spent 
two spells at Manchester United, the 
last of which ended on a bitter note as 
he exited following his acrimonious 
split with the club.

Ronaldo and Messi, who have 

dominated football’s debate 
about the greatest of all time 

(GOAT) for the best part of 
10 years, will face off  on 
the pitch on Th ursday 
for the fi rst time since 
December 2020 when 
Juventus beat Barcelona 
3-0.

Ronaldo will lead 
Riyadh ST XI, a team 

made up of players from 
Al Hilal and Al Nassr, against 

Messi’s Paris St Germain in the 
exhibition contest where nothing is 
at stake, but fans are still excited by 
the prospect of watching the two stars 
clash.

Th e highly anticipated showdown, 
which will take place at the King Fahd 
Stadium in Riyadh, reportedly had 
more than two million online ticket 
requests.

Th e bidding for a VIP “Beyond 
Imagination” ticket to the match 
has already topped 10 million riyals 
($2.66 million) in an auction that is 
set to end later on Tuesday.

By David Ngobua

Inspired by their performance 
in the season opener against 
champions, Rivers United, Lobi 
Stars are poised to take the 
maximum points against Rangers 
in their rescheduled Week One 
match billed for today at the New 
Township stadium in Jos.

While 10-man Lobi Stars lost 
gallantly to defending champions 
last Sunday, Enugu Rangers 
suff ered a shocking 0-2 loss to Abia 
Warriors in the ‘Oriental derby’ in 
Awka, Anambra state.

Th erefore, the Week Two fi xture 
is a must win for both sides who are 
eagerly looking for their fi rst points 
in the 2023 Nigeria Professional 
Football League (NPFL) abridged 
season.

Technical Adviser, Coach 
Mohammed BabaGanaru and 
scorer of Lobi Stars’ lone goal in 
Port-Harcourt, Abba Umar, are 
optimistic of victory over Rangers.

Speaking to the Club’s Media, 
Ganaru said “I am impressed with 
the performance of the players at 
Rivers United. It is an indication 
that with the right approach we can 
subdue Rangers on Wednesday 
(today)”.

Imposing striker and former 
Katsina United star, Abba Umar, 
who scored his fi rst league goal 
Lobi Stars also believes he can 
continue with his present form.

“I thank Almighty God for 
giving me the grace to score 
against the defending champions. 
We were unlucky in Port-Harcourt 
but I am optimistic of a better 
performance against Rangers,” he 
said.

Quadri seeks redemption as 2023 
WTT Contender Doha serves off 

SPORT

  Africa’s leading table tennis player, Aruna Quadri prepares to serve during a match
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INEOS confi rms entering 
bidding process to buy 
Man United

Djokovic feels the 
love during dominant 
opening victory

Novak Djokovic soaked up 
thunderous applause in his fi rst 
match back at the Australian 

Open aft er last year’s deportation 
drama, as the nine-times champion 
outclassed Roberto Carballes Baena 6-3 
6-4 6-0 on Tuesday in a fl awless start to 
his title bid.

Returning to Melbourne Park where 
the prolifi c Serbian was denied a title 
defence in 2022 aft er being sent home 
amid public fury for not having a 
Covid-19 vaccination, Djokovic saved 
three early break points to win the fi rst 
set as fans sang his name.

“I felt very welcome on the court, 
especially the Serbian community that is 
big here in Australia has welcomed me 
in an incredible way. So much support. 
So much love,” Djokovic told reporters.

Jim Ratcliff e’s company INEOS 
has formally entered the bidding 
process to buy Premier League 

soccer club Manchester United, a 
spokesperson for the chemical fi rm 
said on Tuesday.

Th e Glazer family, United’s US 
owners, said in November they 
had begun looking at options for 
the 20-times English champions, 
including new investment or a 
potential sale, 17 years aft er they 
bought the Old Traff ord club.

In August, British billionaire 
Ratcliff e, a long-time fan of the club, 
expressed interest in buying United, 
Reuters reported.

“I can confi rm that we have 
formally put ourselves into the 
process,” an INEOS spokesperson said 

Emefi ele: Lost but found 

  Jim Ratcliff e

  Novak Djokovic
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It’s diffi  cult to dismiss the stories 
around the disappearance and 
reappearance of the CBN Governor, 

Godwin Emefi ele, as just another spark 
from our hyperactive rumour mill. Th e 
Department of State Services had, in 
December 2022, fi led a suit at the Federal 
High Court Abuja for authorisation 
to arrest him over wild allegations of 
terrorism fi nancing and economic 
crimes. Th ese were frightening charges, 
especially because the accused had had 
the ears of the president and had, thus, 
seemed to have enjoyed immunity to 
perceived witch-hunts.  

In rejecting the application, the court 
pointed out that the DSS, in a clever 
move, failed to disclose Emefi ele’s status 
or offi  ce in the application or the affi  davit, 
compelling them to speculate whether 
it’s the CBN governor or a namesake, and 
then noted what’s in the mind of every 
Nigerian bystander: “an application of 
this kind should have evidence of the 
approval of the respondent’s boss, that 
such measures are authorised to be 
taken”. 

Th at the president’s authorisation 
wasn’t sought suggested that the DSS 
were aft er an interest other than that of 
the president, and whether theirs is the 
best for the nation is yet to be established. 
Th e Chief Judge of the Federal High 
Court Abuja, Justice John Tsoho, could 
see through the charade, that the court 
was being tricked into enabling and 
legitimising chaos. With or without a 
court order, the presiding judge said in 
his December 9, 2022 ruling, the DSS 
had the power to arrest Mr Emefi ele if 
they had reasonable suspicion to do so, 
and that their resolve to seek the court’s 
arrest warrant to serve as a cover for an 
unusual and ambiguous procedure must 
be for lack of concrete evidence.  

Mr Emefi ele went off  the radar since 
then, deepening the climate of suspicion, 
and rumoured to have been on the run 
by the curious nation. For an institution 
that’s announced a critical monetary 
policy, the naira redesign, and promised 
to enforce it, the report that the man in 
charge of such controversy is missing 
stirred up certain feelings of foreboding. 
It also signals the return of familiar 
dabbling in a state matter. Such policing 
showmanship isn’t only needless, it 
could’ve been easily handled by either 
the presidency or the legislature.  

Mr  Emefi ele’s predecessor, Sanusi 
Lamido Sanusi, also became a target of 
the DSS aft er alerting that $20 billion 
from the nation’s oil earnings was 
missing from the state’s coff ers in 2014. 
Th e whistleblowing misadventure led 
to Mr Sanusi’s removal from offi  ce 

and, having had enough of the state-
authorised harassment, he fi led a suit 
to seek restraint from the police and 
the DSS from arresting, detaining or 
otherwise harassing him. In a counter-
affi  davit, the DSS fi led in response to 
Mr Sanusi’s lawsuit, they accused him 
of terror fi nancing, and cited that as the 
reason for impounding his international 
passport.  

Unlike Mr Sanusi who was at war with 
then President Goodluck Jonathan, the 
current CBN Governor doesn’t seem to 
have had a fallout with the president. 
When Mr Emefi ele’s controversial Naira 
redesign policy was under attack, and 
opposed by the outraged public and the 
National Assembly, he found the support 
he desired from the president—and that 
quelled the antagonistic reactions to his 
policy.  

But the true proof of Mr Emefi ele’s 
grace has to be his curious presidential 
aspiration. Venturing into politics in a 
fashion that alarmed the country while 
still occupying a sensitive high offi  ce 
could have only been with the blessings 
of the president, and that compromising 
ambition at the height of disastrous 
monetary policies reassured us of his 
place in Buhari’s government.  

Mr Emefi ele came out of his hiding 
this week, the reports of his return have 
been contradicting. Reacting to the 
viral stories that DSS operatives had 
invaded the CBN headquarters to round 
up Mr Emefi ele on Monday, the DSS 
spokesman, Peter Afunanya, dismissed 

the “false news making the rounds that 
its operatives invaded the Central Bank 
of Nigeria and arrested its governor” as 
“fake news and quite misleading.” 

But there seems to be another 
explanation, probably another spark 
from our rumour mill, as the reason the 
DSS couldn’t arrest Emefi ele. Th e twist 
is alarming, and the most dangerous 
in this saga so far. Heads of the armed 
forces, according to reports, are out to 
stop the DSS from barking at the CBN 
governor. On January 17, the Daily Sun 
reported that the approval for the private 
jet that brought Mr Emefi ele back to the 
country was secured by service chiefs, 
adding that “military men had been 
positioned… at the private wing of the 
Murtala Muhammed International 
Airport, Lagos,“ which prevented any 
move by the DSS to attempt arresting the 
CBN governor.” 

However far we intend to write 
and dispense these stories, the most 
signifi cant reality is that Emefi ele has 
been found, and the fi rst case before 
him at the court is, surprisingly, not 
from the DSS. “A Federal High Court in 
Abuja has summoned Governor of the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), Godwin 
Emefi ele, to appear on Wednesday over 
a $53 million judgment debt arising 
from the Paris Club refunds,” Daily 
Trust reported on Tuesday, and that “Th e 
suit arose over an alleged $70 million 
judgment against Linas over the lawyer’s 
services in the Paris Club refund, which 
Emefi ele was said to have released only 
$17 million, leaving an outstanding $53 
million.” 

So, whether Emefi ele’s return is from 
hiding, or annual leave as the apex bank’s 
spokesman announced to dispel the 
wild rumours and unexplained events, is 
immaterial. Th e bigger question now is, 
based on the allegations levelled against 
him and the brewing inter-agency war 
and the fact that there’s still a duly-
elected president to whom all parties in 
the drama report, what next? 

But there seems to 
be another explanation, 
probably another spark 

from our rumour mill, 
as the reason the DSS 

couldn’t arrest Emefiele. 
The twist is alarming, and 

the most dangerous in this 
saga so far. Heads of the 

armed forces, according to 
reports, are out to stop the 

DSS from barking at the 
CBN governor. On January 
17, the Daily Sun reported 

that the approval for the 
private jet that brought 

Mr Emefiele back to the 
country was secured by 

service chiefs,

But the true proof 
of Mr Emefiele’s grace 

has to be his curious 
presidential aspiration. 
Venturing into politics 

in a fashion that 
alarmed the country 
while still occupying 

a sensitive high office 
could have only been 
with the blessings of 

the president, and 
that compromising 

ambition at the height 
of disastrous monetary 

policies reassured us 
of his place in Buhari’s 

government.  
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