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TRUST IS A BURDEN

lot impeach
ar'adua

iul-Rahman Abubakar,
| Lawal Ibrahim, Katsina

“nate is not contem-
, the impeachment
;sident Umaru Musa
iua or Vice President
lluck Jonathan over
resident’s prolonged
.ce from the country
>ill health, its spokes-
Senator Ayogu Eze
, Enugu North] said
uja yesterday,
le Senate leadership
reacting to reports
.t plans to commence
npeachment process
d President Yaradua
to comply with its
on of last week,
.sked him to trans-
letter to the Senate
medical vacation to

enable the vice president to
be sworn-in as acting presi-
dent.

Eze, who is chairman
of the Senates Informa-
tion and Media Commit-
tee, said, “Let me there-

The Senate
believes that
impeachment
is a fractious
process

fore restate for emphasis
that there is no attempt to
impeach the president or
hisvice. There isequally no
motion known to the Sen-
ate on the matter. The Sen-
ate believes that impeach-

ment is a fractious process
thht will end up dividing
the country and heating up
the polity

“Our resolution urg-
ing the president to do us a
vacation notice is enough to
produce the desired result,
more so when our call has
been backed by former
presidents and the cream
of Nigeria’s elder statesmen
as well as the international
community. What the Sen-
ate has done was to advise
the president to trans-
mit a letter informing the
National Assembly that he
is on medical vacation, as a
way ofbringing down ten-
sion in the polity and find-
ing a way around a knotty
constitutional lacuna.”

Continued on page 5
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on poisons father's food In Katsina

The boy told the police he killed his father
because he maltreated him. Our correspond-

"val Ibrahim, Katsina

fEEN year old Abubakar Buhari of
siani village in Rimi Local Govern-

* Area of Katsina State at the week-
«lied his father by poisoning his food.

N W, <oyt m
* -m-- /7.; _).”

ent gathered that the suspect poured some
poisonous substances into his father Mal-
lam Buhari’s food. He said Malam Buhari
had been maltreating him since he divorced

Business

There are fears that Ni-
geria may soon run out of
oil and may be delisted by

OPEC

his mother.

Spokesman of the Katsina State Police
Command ASP Alasan U. Kimba, who con-
firmed the incident, said Malam Buhari was
confirmed dead at the Rimi General Hos-
pital where he was rushed to shortly after

Polities

Senator Paul Ukpo says
President Yaradua remains
president as long as he is
breathing

eating the poisoned food. He said the suspect
had already confessed to the crime. Speaking
to our correspondent, the alleged killer Abu-
bakar Buhari said he tricked his stepmother
into giving him his father’s food, saying his
Continued on page 5

Inside Today's Daily Trust
Sport

Top officials of NFF have
met with Zambian coach,
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From Sharafa Dauda & Yayaha
Ibrahim, Maiduguri

NIGERIA is witnessing inces-
sant religious and ethnic crises
because of neglect by state gov-
ernors, Minister of Interior Dr.
Shettima Mustapha has said. -.

Speaking on Alamuran
mu na yau, a Hausa current
affairs interview and call-
in programme on Peace FM,
Maiduguri at the weekend,

FRSC
ralses
alarmon
Epe-lbeju
road

THE Federal Road Safety Corps
[FRSC] yesterday in Lagos raised
an alarm over what it called the
deplorable state ofthe 17-km Epe-
Ibeju in the state. FRSC’s Unit
Commander in Epe Mrs Vivian
Aladegbami told newsmen that
the road was fast becoming a
death trap.

"Some bad portions of the
road had caused serious accidents
with the last incident on Jan. 22
claiming 22 lives. We urge the rel-
evant state authorities to repair
the bad portions,” she said.

According to Aladegbami, the
commuter bus in which the 22
victims were travelling collided
with a truck while trying to avoid
potholes.

"From all indications, the
cause of the accident, just like
the previous ones on the road,
was due to the bad state of the
highway and recklessness of the
drivers. Itis a busy road with the
movement of trailers and trucks
carrying gravel and sand from
ljebu-Ode in Ogun to construc-
tion sites in Ibeju-Lekki and Eti-
Osa in Lagos,”she said.

Aladeghami commended the
initiative of Ibeju-Lekki Local
Government for erecting signs
on the road to caution drivers.
(NAN)

OSITA Chidoka, FRSC Corps
Marshal

the minister said their refusal
to tackle security problems
in their states had caused the
nation a lot.

Dr. Mustapha said the con-
stitution was explicit on the
responsibilities of each tier of
government. “The Nigerian
constitution spells out clearly
what the federal, state and local

governments should do.
When you look at all the crises,
you will find out that state gov-

ernments have not been taking
prompt and strategic actions
on security reports submitted
to them.

And the Federal Govern-
ment whose responsibility it
is to protect Nigeria against
internal and external threats
can only ask the military to
move in and take charge of
security of lives and property
in affected states when situ-
ation gets out of control, like
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Governors responsible for
unrests - Minister

the cases of Boko Haram, Kalla
Kato, as well as the Jos crisis,”
he Said.

He maintained that ordi-
narily, the police and other
security agencies in the states
shoiild have taken steps to
curb such occurrences, saying
in all the crises like the Boko
Haram and Kalla Kato, security
reports were submitted long
before they occurred.

“The activities of these

religious sects were knovij™*-
government and the'p.*
Government was aware ¢
actions of the sect mem:~*,
religious organizations, eti
groups and their leaders.

The state governmen;.
should have taken stern meas-
ures to protect the lives and
property of citizens.

But they did not act until
lives and property were lost”,
he said.

REGISTRAR, Kogi State University, MrJoseph A. Zhizhi (left) and the vice chancellor Prof. Hassan Isah (right) decorating
the Obi of Onitsha and Chairman, Diamond Bank Pic Igwe Nnaemeka Achebe as the 1st Chancellor of the university at the
Anyigba Campus at the weekend.

80 yr-old found dead on disputed land

From Leye Adewumi, Akure

AN 80 year old man, Pa Moses
ljashina, was at the weekend
found dead in his farm which is
part of a piece of land that has
generated a protracted dispute
between the Oyinmo Community
in Ikare in Akoko North-Eastand
Akungba Community in Akoko
South-West of Ondo State.

Our correspondent learnt at
the weekend that some unknown
people killed the man in his farm
on the disputed land.

The first son of the deceased,
Mr. Bolorunduro Idowu ljashina,

Police mobilise 23,230 for Anambra

THE police say 23,230 officers
mobilised for the Anambra Feb-
ruary 6 gubernatorial election
would start arriving in the state
on Wednesday.

The Anambra Police Com-
mand’s Public Relations Officer

alleged that his father was killed
by people from a rival commu-
nity.

“They removed his two eyes,
his teeth, broke his head, shot him
and cut all his body with cutlass”,
he said. Itwasgathered that in the
morning of that day, when the
deceased returned home from
a prayer session, he gave some
money to his son’s wife to prepare
him a meal.

He told the woman that he was
leaving for the farm and would
take the meal when he returned.

“At about 6.00pm, we went to
look for him but we could not find

Emeka Chukwuemeka disclosed
this in Awka at a workshop on
“Violence-Free Election,” organ-
ised by the command for the
forthcoming gubernatorial poll.
Chukwuemeka explained that
each polling station would be

him because it was already dark.
We only found the clothes which
he wore to the farm, his cutlass
and some kola nuts he harvested.
When we came back home, we
informed the chiefs in our quar-
ters that our father went to the
farm but had not returned. In
the morning of the following day
(Saturday) we went to the farm
again and found his dead body at
the foot of a hill. He was killed on
the hill top and brought down to
the bottom. We went back home
and reported to the chiefs that
our father had been Kkilled”, the
son said.

manned by five policemen.

He reiterated the commit-
ment and preparedness of the
command towards ensuring a
hitch-free gubernatorial contest
on February 6.

The spokesman warned trou-

According to him, the matter
was reported at Akungba Divi-
sional Police headquarters. Police
carried the corpse to the mortuary
of Federal Medical Centre,' Owo for
autopsy.

When the Akungba youths
learnt of the killing, they wanted to
stageaprotest butthe chiefsappealed
tothem notto take the lawinto their
hands, adding that the police and
government had intervened

It was learnt that the boundary
dispute between the two communi-
ties had been reported to National
Boundary Commission whose
reportis being awaited.

guber

blemakers to stay away from
Anambra. Also speaking, Chair-
man ofthe Ohaneze Ndigbo com-
mittee on free and fair election in
the state, ChiefSam Nweke, urged
the youth to shun violence and
thuggery during the poll. (NAN)
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probe into Jos killings

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin

'THE International Criminal Court
(ICC) has been urged to investigate
allegations of unlawful killing of at
least 326 people and perpetration
of other crimes under international
lawduringthe recentviolence in Jos,
Plateau State.

Socio-Economic Rights and
Accountability Project (SERAP) said
this in a petition tided: “Request to
investigate allegations of crimes
againsthumanity committed against
the Nigerian people in Jos, Plateau
State ofNigeria.”

Also in the petition, dated Jan.
29, 2010, SERAP urged the Pros-
ecutor of ICC at The Hague, Luis

Moreno Ocampo, to investigate
the'allegations that the militaryand
police used excessive force against
both Christians and Muslims in
responding to the violence.

“The Plateau State Police Com-
mand said that at least 326 people
were killed during the violence.
Tens of thousands are displaced,
and denied access to humanitar-
ian assistance and basic necessi-
tiesoflifesuch as food and medical
care. Many have not been assisted
to return to their homes and land,
or provided with alternative accom-
modation,” SERAPS counsel Femi
Falana said.

SERAP said: “Those who are
suspected to be responsible for the

latest violence ai>d previous out-
breaks ofdeadlyviolencein Jos have
not been arrested let alone brought
to justice because the government
has shown itselfto\be too weak to
act, contrary to its international
legal obligations.

“The government usually res-
ponse to outbreaks ofviolence in
many parts of the country by set-
ting up commissions of inquiry,
but few of them have ever pub-
lished their reports, and even when
they have, their recommendations
have rarely been acted upon or led
to prosecutions,” it added.

SERAP also argued that: “In
effect, the government has shown
itselfunwilling or unable to trans-

parently and effectivelyinvestigate
and prosecute allegations of crimes
under international law commit-
ted in the context of the outbreaks
of violence in Nigeria, including
the latest violence in Jos. This situ-
ation “mounts to a denial of the
victims’ access to a fair, effective
and prompt system ofjustice. The
denial ofjustice to the victims of
violence also violates the Security
Council (SC) Resolution 1325 on
women, peace and security (Octo-
ber 2000), which emphasises the
‘responsibility of all States to put
an end to impunity and to pros-
ecute those responsible for geno-
cide, crimes against humanity and
war crimes.”

GOVERNOR Mu'azu Babangida Aliyu of Niger State (right) with retired ChiefJustice of Nigeria Justice Idris Kutigi, during a welcome home reception
organised by Niger State government for the retired ChiefJustice in Minna on Saturday.
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FEC resolution
divides PDP
NWC members

By Muideen Olaniyi

LAST weeks resolution of the
Federal Executive Council (FEC)
which gaveailing President Umaru
Musa Yaradua a clean bill ofhealth
has divided the National Working
Committee (NWC) ofthe Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP).

Daily Trust got the clue on this
development at a meeting sum-
moned by the national leadership
of the PDP with the leadership of
the National Assembly and some
key Ministers in the Yaradua gov-
ernment.

The meeting, which held at
the residence ofthe PDP National
Chairman Prince Vincent Ogbula-
for, was attended by Senate Presi-
dent David Mark, Deputy Senate
President Ike Ekweremaduand the
House of Representatives Speaker
Dimeji Bankole.

Also at the meeting were Justice
Minister and Attorney General of
the Federation Mike Aondoakaa;
Minister of Agriculture Abba
Sayyadi Ruma and the ChiefEco-
nomic Adviser to the President Dr.
Taminu Yakubu.

A reliable source at the meet-
ing said Senate President David
Mark voiced concern over the
party’s reaction to Senates reso-
lution on Yaradua. Three NWC
members also spoke against the
statement issued by the party on
Thursday, pointing out that the
issue raised was not discussed
during their Wednesday's weekly
deliberation.

Apcording to the source, the
members dissociated themselves
from the content of the statement,
whichtheysaid, could create imag-
inary enemies among party mem-
bers after the logjam might have
been resolved.

Daily Trust learnt that the
party agreed on the need to visit
President Yaradua in Saudi Ara-
bia in order to inform him on the
concern his inability to transmit
vacation letter to National Assem-
blyis generatingamong Nigerians
and the National Assembly mem-
bers.

CNPP tells Jonathan  Kidnappersabduct
to dissolve cabinet

By AbbasJunoh

THE Conference of Nigeria
Political Parties (CNPP) has
ajced Vice President Good-
luck Jonathan to dissolve the
Federal Executive Council
(FEC) and reconstitute same to
include vibrant Nigerians with
the task of reviving the nation.

CNPP said its position is
based on the conviction that
Jonathan can now begin the
task of building Nigeria in
line with court rulings and the
statement by Attorney Gen-
eral of the Federation, Michael
Aondoakaa, that he is already
exercising full presidential
powers.’

Secretary General of CNPP
Chief Willy Ezugwu said yes-
terday in Abuja that dissolving
and re-constituting the cabinet
will immediately ensure that
Nigeria gets back on track.

He said “working with the
cabinet as presently consti-
tuted will leave the Vice Presi-
dent with credibility problems
since Nigerians are very much
aware of the roles played by
some members ofthe cabinet in
perpetrating the confusion that
is now threatening to tear the
nation apart.”

CNPP also said that it is
obvious Nigeria has grounded
to a halt since President Umaru
Yaradua left Nigeria for health

reasons ofrer two months ago.

Ezugwu wonders why the
Vice President that had exer-
cised the power of Commander
in Chief by deploying troops to
quell the Jos crisis, received let-
ters of credence from foreign
envoys with the full accoutre-
ment of military guards, is not
acting to save the country.

He berated the People’s
Democratic Party (PDP) for
perpetrating illegality and
corruption by choosing to go
with members of the Executive
Council ofthe Federation when
Senators, even those in PDP,
have unanimously asked the
ailing president to hand over to
Jonathan.

bank official In Abuja

By Misbahu Bashir

AN official of Skye Bank, AbdulRahman Umar Sa’id, was Saturday
night abducted at about 10pm from his home in the Utako District

of Abuja.

Sa’id lives in the house alone with his private security guard. His
abductors, who came in a vehicle, gave the guard the impression that
they were Sa’id’s friends, so he allowed them in.

A police source confirmed the story and told Daily Trust'that the
kidnap was reported late on Sunday and detectives have commenced
gathering facts on how to rescue the victim.

“Detectives are combing places in Abujato rescue the victim,” he
said, adding that the matter was reported to the police when Sa’id
was nowhere to be found by his friends, including the son ofa highly

placed government official.

He said the police are yet to ascertain the motives of the kid-
nap because no ransom was demanded by the abductors for his

release.

The police officer also said that the force is working to determine
whether Sa’id was really abducted.
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Yar'adua's ill health puts
bank reformsat risk

NIGERIA'S fiscal and bank reforms
could stagnate amid ,uncertainty
over the future of President Umaru
Yaradua, particularly ifany succes-
sor fails to give the central bank the
political backing ithas enjoyedso far.
Yaradua has been in Saudi
Arabia for more than two months
receivingtreatmentforaheart con
dition but has not formally trans-
ferred power t6 his deputy, leading
to questions over the legality ofgov-
ernment decisions in his absence.

Whatever the outcome of his
medical trip, fewexpect him to run
for a second term in 2011 elections
and no clear candidate to replace
him has yet emerged, clouding the
countrys’ policy oudook and caus-
ing investment decisions to be put
on hold.

Yaradua’s support for Central
Bank Governor Lamido Sanusi
helped push through the boldest
bank reforms in the nations his-
tory last year, a 600 billion naira ($4

billion) bailout which took down
some of Nigeria’s biggest financial
executives.

The drive to clean up the bank-
ing sector won praise from foreign
investors but also won Sanusi pow-
erful enemies, among them politi-
cally influential figures with inter-
ests in some rescued banks who
could seek to undermine reform,
analysts say.

“If Yaradua is not there, the
new administration could scuttle

the reforms,” said Wole Famurewa,
head of research at Lagos-based
PHB Asset Management.

One Nigerian analyst said that
should Yaradua not return from
Saudi Arabia, or be replaced, that
in itselfcould trigger a downgrade
of recommendations on Nigerian
bank stocks.

Nine banks, five of which
accounted for 40 per cent of the
total lending market in sub-Saha-
ran Africa’s number two economy,

were given a liquidity injection and
effectively remain on life support
from the central bank while new
investors are sought.

Eight bank chief executives
were fired after central bank audi-
tors found lax governance had left
their institutions so weakly capital-
ised that they posed a systemic risk

Many analysts believe the bank
reforms have gone too far to be
rolled back

Business DailyAfrica.com

Yar'adua: CNPP commends

Fuel scarcity worsens nationwide

By Hamisu Muhammad

PETROL scarcity continues to bite
harder in many parts of the country as
the queues in filling stations are getting
longer by the day.

Almost three weeks after the petro-
leum industry stakeholders meeting in
Lagos to find a lasting solution to the
fuel scarcity, no sign of reliefwas wit-
nessed in the petrol supply chain.

This is coming even as Minister of
Petroleum Resources Rilwan Lukman

Onovo sets 3 point-agenda for

MR Ogbonna Onovo, the Inspector
General of Police, has set a three-
Point Agenda for the Nigerian Police
Force.

This is contained in Onovo’s
blueprint published in Abuja yes-
terday.

According to the blueprint, the
agenda include the implementa-
tion of government’s white paper on
police reform and renewed commit-
ment to combating violent crime and
other forms of criminality.

said in Abuja that the government is
working with other stakeholders to
end the long queues occasioned by
fuel scarcity.

Reports from Lagos, the hub of the
nations commercial activities, indi-
cated that the city recorded serious
hardship as a result of the scarcity of
fuel throughout last week.

In Abuja, the federal capital, long
queues continue to characterize filling
stations where the products are being
sold. Motorists spend longer hours

It also includes enhancing police
image and improving personnel wel-
fare.

According to the blueprint, the
agenda borders on the roadmap for
taking the Nigerian police to the
next level, training and re-training
for professionalism, and confidence
building.

It is also targeted at building
institutional and individual capaci-
ties as well as intelligence-led polic-
ing including community policing,

waiting to buy fuel.

Meanwhile, many small businesses
that rely on oil-powered electricity
generating sets in Abuja and environs
are closing shop while others resolved
to wait for the epileptic power supply
from the PHCN to do business.

Our reporter visited some shops
at Aminu Kano Crescent, Wuse I,
Abuja, and discovered that many
business centers were not using their
generating sets due to the high cost of
petrol.

police

consultative and strategic partner-
ship.

The agenda is also aimed at devel-
oping the professional capacities of
individual police personnel, zero
tolerance for corruption and corrupt
practices.

“Moral re-armament and ethnical
re-orientation as well as recognition
and reward for outstanding perform-
ances including accommodation for
men and officers of the Force,” the
statement said. (NAN)

elders, international

community

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

CONFERENCE of Nigeria
Political Parties (CNPP)
yesterday commended the
Eminent Elders Group
and the international com-
munity for asking ailing
President Umaru Yaradua
to officially handover to
Vice President Goodluck
Jonathan.

CNPP said President
Yaradua should formally
issue the necessary com-
munication thatwill enable
the Vice President to act in
accordance with Section
145 of the 1999 Constitu-
tion as soon as possible.

CNPP National Public-
ity Secretary, Osita Oke-
chukwu, said in a state-
ment that Nigeria is going
through a period of uncer-
tainty because of the pro-
longed illness of President.

He also saluted the
“profound calls which

invariably reinforces the
strident call of G53, Save
Nigeria Group, Nigeria Bar
Association (NBA), Sen-
ate and other patriots who
have been urging President
Yaradua to avail himselfas
a matter of urgent national
importance of section 145
ofthe 1999 Constitution
Osita challenged the
leadership of People Dem-
ocratic Party (PDP) to
immediately extract a letter
from President Umar Musa
Yaradua and transmit it to
the National Assembly in
order to restore the fledg-
ling democracy from slid-
ing into quasi-dictatorship.
He maintained that Sec-
tion 145 is the safety-net
and the common ground
that will allow President
Yar’adua to fully recuperate
without distraction which
will empower the vice pres-
ident to exercise his powers
before he resumes duties.

Group faults redeployment of
Plateau Police Commissioner

By Yunus Abdulhamid

THE Plateau State Indi-
genes Development Asso-
ciation (PSIDA) Abuja has
condemned the redeploy-
ment of the former Plateau
State Commissioner of
Police following four days of
sectarian crisis in the state,
last month.

The group ina commu-
nique signed by its Secretary,
Board of Trustees, Gideon
Amuga, said similar action
was taken in 2008. “This cre-
ates a situation where secu-
rity operatives who are at
sites of crisis, have difficulty
in speaking the truth.”

Following the orgies
of violence in January 17,
which led to the killing of
hundreds in Plateau and
destruction of the proper-

ties, the state Police Com-
missioner was redeployed by
the Police High Command
to Abuja and replaced with
another one, citing unpro-
fessional public comments
by him.

The Commissioner had
said fewhours aftertheerup-
tion ofviolence that a group
of Muslims attacked Chris-
tian worshipers in a Church
without provocation. The
Police authorities later said
that his comment was hasty
and without investigations.

PSIDA described the
takeover of security in the
state by the Army as “a coup
on the state,” insisting that
“the use of military weapons
in crisis situations in Plateau
State calls for adisarmament
programme similar to the
actions in the Niger Delta.”
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Son poisons father's
food in Katsina

Continued from page 1

father sent him to collect it. He
added that it was after collecting
the food that he poured poison-
ous substances into it. The sus-
pect is now in police custody in
Katsina.

No move to
Impeach
Fashola, says AC

ByMuideen Olaniyi

THE Action Congress (AC) yes-
terday dismissed media reports
suggesting a plot to impeach Gov-
ernor Babatunde Raji Fashola of
Lagos State by the state House
of Assembly over allegation of
financial impropriety as false and
ridiculous.

AC National Publicity Secre-
tary, Alhaji Lai Mohammed also
described media reports accus-
ing ex-governor. Bola Ahmed
Tinubu ofLagos State of.being the
brain behind a two-page advert,
published in a national daily on
January 28, making allegations of
financial recklessness against Gov-
ernor Fashola as baseless.

Mohammed said there was no
crisis between Tinubu and Fas-
hola, noting that it was illogical
for Tinubu to be the one behind
an advert that sought to dam-
age his own reputation and that
of the party he had expended so
much time, energy, intellect and
resources to build.

He said:“The AC finds this
allegation absolutely baseless and
irresponsible because the advert
in question, placed by a faceless
group, made reckless allegations,
not only against Governor Fashola
but also attempted to tarnish the
image of Asiwaju Tinubu, mem-
bers of the Lagos State House of
Assembly and indeed the mem-
bers of our great party in Lagos
State as a whole.

“Both respected leaders of our
party have issued widely pub-
licised statements debunking
these reports of any disagreement
between them and as a party we
affirm that the Lagos State chapter
of our party remains harmonious,
solid and utterly impregnable to
mischievous political opportun-
ists. It is only natural that fifth
columnists will try to penetrate the
ranks of our party, instigate crises,
and cause disaffection in order to
destabilise the AC in Lagos State,
as well as impede the tremendous
progress made in the state over the
last decade.”

He added that those who were
sponsoring negative media reports
in abid to factionalise and weaken
AC were only wasting their time,
sa”ng Lagos State remained the
most solid bastion of progressive
politics and governance in Nigeria.
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Miscreants bum church, mosque In Gompe

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

JUST as normalcy is returning to
Jos and environs after religious
crisis in Plateau State, the Evan-
gelical Church of West Africa
(ECWA) and a mosque” at the
Government Science Secondary
School in Gombe were yesterday
torched by youths.

Though no life was lost in
the crisis, security was tight-
ened across the state in order to
stop it from spreading. The state
government has summoned an
emergency security meeting with

all stakeholders to find a lasting
solution to the conflict.

Reverend Sabo Buba told BBC
Hausa Service that the school’s
four classrooms and desks were
all burnt to ashes by the mis-
creants who tried to disturb
the peace and tranquility being
enjoyed by the people ofthe state.

While describing the devel-
opment is disheartening, he
appealed to the Christian youths
to remain calm especially as no
life was lost. He said what they
want and have been advocating
for is peace among all the people

of the state.

On his part, Muslim leader
Utaz Tijjani Ahmad, an Islamic
preacher in the state, urged the
government to take serious meas-
ures because the school (GSSS)
has been turned into be a center
of misunderstanding, stress-
ing that no religion condones
violence, killing and burning of
property.

He said usually whenever
something similar to this hap-
pens, leaders do not get involved.
He blamed the development on
some few individuals who are the

enemies of peace.

The Islamic preacher said they
used to have wider consultations
among themselves in order to
find a lasting solution to crisis
and asked those maltreated to
forgive and forget.

The Police Public Relations
Officer (PPRO) DSP Abdullahi
Kamba confirmed the skirmish.
He s&id the police have taken
drastic measure to stop the spread
of the crisis by sending officers
to maintain peace, adding that
investigation is going on to fish
out the culprits.

Senate won't iImpeach Yar'adua

Continued from page 1

Eze said the Senate resolution
on the matter is only advisory as
“given the way section 145 of the
1999 constitution is, there is noth-
ing anybody can do to compel the
president to issue the letter. How-
ever, as elder statesmen and repre-
sentatives of the Nigerian people,
we felt we had a duty to speak up
insupportofthe right thing being
done, even if the constitution had
glossed over its necessity.”

Describing insinuations
that the Senate is mulling over
impeachment of the President as
smischievous, Senator Eze said “at
no time did the issue of impeach-
ment arise in the Senate either

when the matter was taken in ple-
nary or in closed sessions. We are
responsible and patriotic enough
to know that we cannot contem-
plate criminalising ill health. Any-
body can fall sick at anytime. The
issue of health lies with God. It
is therefore mischievous to allege
that the Senate leadership was in
favour of impeaching the presi-
dent and his vice. This was never
discussed and was never contem-
plated.”

He called on rumour mongers
and those “planting these fabri-
cated stories in the press, know-
ing same to be false” to desist from
the act, otherwise they “shall reap
the fruit of their misadventure.
My faith teaches me that no evil

or malice committed against fel-
low human beings knowingly ever
goes unpunished.”

In arelated development at the
weekend, Emir of Daura Alhaji
Faruk Umar Faruk said President
Umaru Musa Yaradua will soon
return home to complete his
first tenure in office and run for
another term in 2011.

The emir was speaking at his
palace on Saturday at a recep-
tion organised by the emirate to
honour the Permanent Secretary
in the state Ministry of Women
Affairs, Hajiya Talatu Nasir, on
her appointment. The emir said
he was confident that the presi-
dent would soon return home to
complete his term in office.

NEMA tasks Nigerians on fire prevention

THE Abuja zonal office of the
National Emergency Manage-
ment Agency (NEMA) on Sun-
day in Abuja called on Nigeri-
ans to take adequate measures

to prevent fire outbreak in
order to save lives.

The zonal coordinator, Mr
Ishaya Chonoko, who made
the call, noted that many lives

and property worth billions
of naira had been lost to fire
recently.

“Efforts should be concen-
trated on measures and pro-

cedures for stopping outbreak
of fire, early detection and
prompt response order save
lives and minimise losses.
“The best fighting tech-

Emir Faruk, who urged the
Chief Imam of Daura central
mosque to offer a special prayer
for the president and three past
emirs of Daura, prayed for his
speedy recovery to come back
home.

He said the president brought
unprecedented progress to the
emirate during his reign as gov-
ernor of the state as well as presi-
dent, and the people of the emir-
ate would not relent in offering
prayers for his return. Those who
spoke at the occasion described
the permanent secretary as avery
religious and committed woman
who dedicated herself to her
duties.

niques is prevention and the
best way to prevent a fire is to
create a culture of safety con-
sciousness among individuals
and communities. (NAN)
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Sharia commission to check
religious violence in Niger

From Ayegba Israel Ebije,
Minna

THE Niger State Sharia Com-
mission says it would explore
all available means to sensitize
people of the state against reli-

gious violence.

This was contained in a
statement signed by the Secre-,
tary of the Commission Barris-
ter Mohammed Awal Bida yes-
terday in Minna. He called on
Muslims to imbibe the spirit of

tolerance and eschew acts capa-
ble of causing violence.

The commission while
commiserating with the Pla-
teau State government over
the recent Jos crisis, advised
the people of the state to live

in peace, saying the frequent
tension in Jos was affecting the
entire country.

The recent crisis in Jos
which led to loss of lives and
PFoperty is a source of concern
to all well meaning Nigerians.

l0s: Displaced people need medical facilities

From Mahmud Lalo and
Ahmed Mohammed, Jos

PEOPLE displaced as a result of
the recent crisis in Jos, Plateau
State, are in dire need of medical
facilities in their camps.

An official of the Jamatu Nas-
ril Islam in charge ofwomen and
children, Hajiya Khadija Gambo
Hawaja, told newsmen yester-
day in Jos that there were 52,000
displaced persons, 80 percent of

them women and children. She
added that they also need food,
shelter, water and clothing. Hajiya
Khadija who is the chairperson of
the Hausa/ Fulani Muslim Women
Forum in Plateau State said, “There
are people who sustained various
degrees ofinjuries here. Some were
shot in their eyes and we don't have
money to take them to the hospi-
tal. We are only giving them first
aid treatment. Only yesterday, a
boy was brought here with a bul-

let in his neck. Apart from money,
we don't even know the hospital
to take them to because some of
them were left unattended to at
the Jos University Teaching Hos-
pital. We took a boy with a cut on
his head there and they kept him
for a week without any attention.
There is another orphan who sus-
tained burns, his mother, father
and twin brother werekilled in the
crisis, yet he was left unattended
to” she added.

She commended the Plateau
government for its efforts, but
added that more needed to be
done to assist the Some
of the displaced persons who
spoke with our correspondent.
S”ni Bello and Hatara Adamu,
said their houses were destroyed
by rioters who attacked their area,
saying, their major problem was
getting clothes to cover them-
selves. They appealed to the gov-
ernment to assist them

Bauchi Assembly to ensure separate budget for maternal health

From Muhammad Abubakar,
Bauchi

THE Speaker of the Bauchi
State House of Assembly Alhaji
Abubakar Ahmed Faggo has
assured of a separate and ade-
quate budget for maternal health
programmes in the state. The
Speaker who gave the assurance
when the Bauchi State Mater-
nal Health Advocacy team led
by their team leader, Ahmed

Hamza, paid him a visit at the
weekend said the state govern-
ment was ready to partner with
the development Research and
Project Center (dPRC) Kano
and the Planned Parenthood
Federation of Nigeria (PPFN)
to improve maternal health care
in the state.

He said the partnership and
budgetary allocation to the sub-
sector became necessary in view
ofthe recent 2008 Nigeria Demo-

graphic and Health Survey report
which provided information on
the situation in the state. Earlier
in his address, Ahmed Hamza
said according to the 200 demo-
graphic and health survey, only
48 percent of women received
any form of antenatal care in the
entire North-east region. He said
though the state government had
since introduced the free mater-
nity and under-five childrens
medical and nutrition services

in the state, there was a need for
all hands to be on deck to reduce
maternal mortality.

He said the team had paid
similar visits to religious leaders,
including the chief imam of the
Bauchi Central Mosque, the state
CAN chairman, as well as the
state commissioner for health and
the state chairman of the Primary
Health Care Development Agency,
all in an effort to fight maternal
mortality in the state.

The crisis which has displaced
many people has also created a
refugee crisis and caused ten-
sion and anxiety in other parts
of the country. We hope t al
such asituation will nev r
again”, the commissioi

..AS gov. warns
'Inatio

From Ayegba Israel Ebije
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FOLLOWING the panic in Niger
State Friday over an alleged ptan by
some people to cause trouble. Gov-
ernor Babangida Aliyu has warned4
that anyone caogjhi the
peace would be made the bee the
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Zamfara legislator
loses seat

From Abdulfatai Abdulsalami,
Sokoto

AN Appeal Courtin Sokoto has nul-
lifiedthe election ofa legisLatix m the
Zamfara State House of Assembly,
Alhaji Yahaya Giwa ofthe

ANPP, who represent® Mara-
dun 1 constituency. The a has
ordered fresh election in the ..t.-
stituency within three months.
Delivering judgement Frxir. on
an appeal filed before it challrrssng
the decision ofthe election tnK”rai
which had earlier nullified '.r* eiec
tion of the lawmaker, the prevsir*
judge, Musa Dattijo MuhamnmdL
affirmed the decision ofthe tnixmiji
and therefore dismissed thea”eal

It would be recalled that the

PDP candidate, Alhaji Faruk Musa
Dosara, challenged the elee.: n of
Alhaji Yahaya Giwa at the Zamfara
State Election Tribunal over non <s-
play ofhis party’s symbol on the bal-
lot papers during the election
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From Hir Joseph, Lafia

ORGANIZED labour in
Nasarawa State is protesting the
planned increase in the Pay as
You Earn (PAYE) tax and has
directed workers in the state to
reject their January salaries if it is
less than expected. Consequently,

Monday, February 1,2010

the Nigerian Labour Congress
(NLC) which had signed a joint
statement alongside the Trade
Union Congress (TUC) and the
Joint Public Service Negotia-
tion Council, is expected to hold
an emergency congress in Lafia
today to discuSs the issue, the
state council chairman Comrade

w m *V4%\VLiv>'
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FROM left: Governor Ibrahim Gaidam of Yobe State, Emir of Bade, Alhaji Abubakar Suleiman and Secretary to the Government of
the Federation Alhaji Yayale Ahmed, at awedding ceremony in Gashua, Yobe State, at the weekend.

'Why Kogi students fail WAEC, NECO exams’

From Isiaka Wakili, Lokoja

THE Kogi State chapter of the
Academic StaffUnion of Second-
ary Schools (ASUSS) has attrib-
uted students’ poor performances
in examinations to the poor state
ofeducation in the state.
Chairman of the union in the
state Comrade Ojo Ranti Mathew
who spoke at the 2010 first quad-

rennial delegates conference in
Lokoja lamented that students’
mass failure in the last WAEC
and NECO examinations did not
justify the huge money paid by the
state government for the exami-
nations.

He said the situation was not
unconnected to the negative atti-
tude of students to learning, the
high rate ofstudents’ indiscipline/

Asoloko Maku told our corre-
spondent yesterday.

A week-lorig negotiation
between the state government
which was led by the Head of
Service Alhaji Usman Dubagari
and the organized labour was
deadlocked when each party
refused to bulge. While the state

truancy in schools, inconducive
learning environment in form
of inadequate learning materi-
als and infrastructure in schools,
shortage ofqualified teachers and
incessant and protracted indus-
trial actions by teachers.
Commending Governor lbra-
him Idris for implementing the
27.5 per cent salary increment
for secondary school teachers in

Fire razes Kano's Socletal

Re-orientation office

From Auwalu Umar, Kano

FIRE at the weekend razed apor-
tion of the office of Kano State
Societal Re-orientation Agency
known as A Daidaita Sahu. The
fire was only limited to the con-
trol room ofthe office’s media unit
with equipment worth hundreds
ofthousands of naira burnt.

The State Fire Service Depart-

mentand Director-General ofthe
agency Dr Bala Muhammad con-
firmed the inferno, saying no one
was injured in the incident.

The director-general attributed
the fire to a power source which
according to him destroyed the
control room. “Friday night’s
surge of power caused the fire
in the A Daidaita Sahu studio
control room. Equipment worth

hundreds of thousands of naira
were burnt to ashes” he said.
Muhammad however dismissed
reports that the fire spread to the
main studio and editing room.
He thanked God that no one was
injured. He said timely interven-
tion of fire fighters from the state
fire service saved the situation
and he commended them for the
effort.

NEWS

Labour protests new tax
regime In Nasarawa

government team insisted on the
upward review and implementa-
tion ofthe planned tax deduction,
the unions insisted that the gov-
ernment had no good reason for
the increment other than to make
life unbearable for workers and
their families.

Efforts to get the state gov-

PIC: NAN

the state, the union leader urged
the government to among other
things, pay the salaries of staff
who had not been paid since
2009, when the staff audit waS
conducted, release funds for the
approved 12.5 per centimplemen-
tation for non-professional teach-
ers, recruit more male teachers and
provide learning materials/facili-
ties to all the schools in the state.

ernment to speak on the matter
proved abortive as they refused
to comment, but the state NLC
Chairman Comrade Maku told
our correspondent at the weekend
that the planned upward review of
the taxes would be over 600 per-
cent, describing the decision as
insensitive.

Niger to get
Maryam
Babangida
centre for
women

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

THE Niger State government has
decided to establish a centre for
dialogue on African women in
honour of the late former first
lady, Maryam Babangida.

According to the state Com-
missioner for Information Alhaji
Aliyu Baba Barau at a news con-
ference at the weekend in Minna,
the centre will operate within the
confines of Hajiya Maryams pro-
posal for Better Life for African
Women to better the lives of Afri-
can women through conferences
and women advocacy programs.

Baba Barau said already the
state government was working on
a list for the steering committee
for the centre, adding that Profes-
sor Ibrahim Kolo, the Vice Chan-
cellor of the Ibrahim Badamasi
Babangia University, is to chair it
while Mr Daniel Shashare is to be
its secretary pending the approval
of members.

“The mandate of the steering
committee is not only to immor-
talize the former first lady, but to
champion the cause ofwomen in
Africa to ensure that the conti-
nent is rid of poverty, especially
among the female gender. The
centre is to be located in Minna,
as the Niger State capital is strate-
gically accessible”, he said.

Kano NUJ urges prosecution
of perpetrators of Jos crisis

From Lawan Danjuma Adamu, Kano

THE Kano State council of the
Nigeria Union of Journalists
has called on the government to
ensure that those behind the Jos
crisis are brought to book. The
call was contained inacommuni-
que issued at the end ofthe union’s
monthly congress at the weekend
in Kano. The communique was
signed by the council Chairman

Isma’il Ammai Maizare and its
secretary Adamu A. Gambo.

The union also charged the
National Inter-Religious Coun-
cil (NIRC) to be more active at
the grassroots, saying it would
curtail hostilities between mem-
bers of different religions. It also
commended the Kano State gov-
ernment and religious leaders for
taking steps to ensure that the Jos
crisis did not spill to the state.
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nadequatefunding baneof
/arsities - Obi of Onitsha

m Isiaka Wakili & Sam Egwu, Lokoja '

-lIE Chancellor of the Kogi State
niversity, Anyigha and Obi of
nitsha Igwe Nnaemeka Achebe
is identified inadequate finding
>the major challenge confronting
le nation’s university education.

Achebe who spoke at the weekend
at a special convocation ceremony
of the university in Ayigba said
the proliferation of universities
in the country had placed great
pressure on the available facilities.
He noted that the management of
universities were faced with prob-

lems like generation of funds and
were unable tp concentrate on the
generation and preservation of
knowledge.

He said there was a need to
separate funds generation and
management from the critical role
of academic leadership, adding

that to focus on the revenue drive,
the business or development office
of universities should be manned
by staffofproven managerial com-
petence and headed by an equiva-
lent of a deputy vice chancellor.
Governor Ibrahim Idris reiterated
his administrations commitment

to the development of education
in the state.

The Vice Chancellor ofthe uni-
versity Professor Hassan Isah said
the universitywould require about
N30 million for the rehabilitation
ofsome of its structures and opera-
tions.

PIC: NAN

Health, LGworkers give ultimatum on new pay

From: Ibrahim Muhammad, Yola

HEALTH workersand local govern-
ment employees in Adamawa State
yesterdaygave a 14day ultimatum to
the state government to address the
non-implementation ofthe HATISS
IV or face an indefinite industrial

action.

Itwould be recalled that the state
government earlier promised to
meet the demands ofthe union after

. awarning strike over improved wel-

fare package by the workers last year,
as italso embarked on a verification
exercise at local government level to

ascertain the beneficiaries. A com-
munique issued at the end ofjoint
state executive council meeting of
NULGE and the medical and health
workers union in Yolasaid the work-
ers would resume the suspended
strike if the government failed to
take appropriate action to address

the issues affecting the workers.

The joint SEC resolved that the
state House of Assembly as a matter
of urgency should review the statu-
tory deductions from local govern-
ment allocations as such would ease
the lingering problem of salaries at
the local government.

Commasie urges

caution on
Yar'adua

From Lawal Ibrahim, Katsina

FORMER Inspector General of Police
Ibrahim Commassie has called on Nige-
rians to be cautious in their acts and
utterances against President Umaru
Yar'adua. Speaking to Daily Trust in
Katsina at the weekend, the former
police boss said sentiments and politi-
cally inspired demonstrations would not
help the situation.

“It looks like the president was rushed.

abroad, so the question of sick leave,
handover or delegation ofpower does not
arise. So why the call for his resignation

when itis clear that he cannot do what they
are asking him to do. I think we should
keep praying for him until he is in a posi-
tion to take such a political decision” he
said. Commassie advised people to do
things that would promote unity, rather
than disintegrate the country, describing
the Soyinka rally as politically inspired.

On the FEC's stand on Yaradua, Com-
massie said their decision could not be
faulted since they had a better knowledge
of Yaradua’s heath. He commended Vice
President Goodluck Jonathan for keeping
his cool despite pressures from several
quarters.

FG to distribute 63m
mosquito nets

From Muhammad Abubakar, Baudii

THE Federal Governmentwill distribute over 63 million treated
mosquito netsacrossthe country betweenJanuary and Decem-
ber2010 inaneffortto eradicate malariafromthe country, Min-
ister ofHeath Professor Babatunde Osotimehin has said.

The minister said this in Bauchi at the flag-offceremony of
the Roll Back Malaria and distribution of 1.5 million treated
mosquito nets to local government councils in the state. The
programme was organised by the Bauchi State Agency for the
ControlofHIV/AIDS, Tuberclosisand Malaria (BACATMA).
He pointed out that the fight against malaria was the respon-
sibility ofall and appealed to the public to join hands with the
Federal Government in the fight Bauchi State Governor lIsa
Yuguda said malaria accounts for 30 percent of death of preg-
nant women and children in the state. He reiterated the com-
mitment ofhis administration to eradicate the disease in the
state and urged the people to ensure effective use ofthe nets.

Ulama council
blames Jang
for Jos crisis

From Mahmud Lalo,Jos

THE Council of Ulamas in
Plateau State has biamed
Governor Jonah Jars torcri-
ses in the state.

Speaking yesterdav at a
news conference, the coun-
cil through its Secretary Bar-
rister Muhammad Lawal
Ishag, said the governor had
“consistently duptaved bad
leadership sfcifis bv refusing
to cooperate maiik: z lasting
solution to iariacsm the ttfleT
The council added. *H*s fla-
grant confrontation wtth the
Federal Gcwemment and
refusing to accept the panel
set up by the House of Rep-
resentativesand the Abtsoye
panel dearty shown whoheis.
It is for this same reason that
long before no** \r< (.mrxjil
of Ulamas that
Jang was not capabie otbeing
an unbiased umpire*

Barrister Ishaq further
alleged that after a thorough
investigation bv the coun-
cil, the>' discovered that the
renovation of the house
which was burnt during the
previous crisis was used as a
smokescreen. "It wasa trigger
toaplanned attackon unsus-
pecting Muslims”he said

Barrister Ishagalsoadded
that the acting commissioner
of police should have con-
tacted the council since they
were stakeholders in the mat-
ter, adding, “We hereby take
exception to his denial ofthe
death toll in Kuru when he
never invited us to submit
evidence at our disposal. \We
should have been contacted
since our doors are always
open. Theirony in all these is
that the casualties are not the
Hausas claiming ownership
in Jos. They are not the peo-
ple renovating their homes
at Dutse Uku, they are inno-
cent Muslims killed because
oftheir faith”

He called on human
rights groups and the Inter-
national Criminal Court to
investigate the crisis with the
aim ofbringing perpetrators
oftheacttobook,addingthat,
“For this crisis to be resolved
a neutral body interested in
resolving conflict must be
involved”
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INEC drafts 4000 corps

members for Anambra polls

By Abbas Jimoh

THE Independent National
Electoral Commission (INEC)
is drafting 4,000 National Youth
Service Corps (NYSC) mem-
bers to work as Poll Clerks in the
upcoming gubernatorial election
in Anambra State.

The immediate past Resident
Electoral Commissioner (REC)
in the state Chief Rowland A.
Uwa said this at the weekend in

Asaba, Delta State.

This isinaddition to the 14,307
INEC staffbilled for the election
as announced by the commis-
sions Deputy Secretary, Public-
ity and Election Monitoring, Mr
Steve Osemeke, to man the elec-
tion in the 21 local governments
ofthe state.

Uwa, who was recently rede-
ployed to Delta State, while
speaking at a one-day Workshop
on Electoral Reform in Asaba,

organized by the BTT Consult-
ing, in collabgration with the
INEC, said that the commission
has more confidence in the youth
corps members than in the ad-
hoc staff used fdf previous elec-
tions.

He, however, warned that the
corps members would be under
very close watch adding that any
ofthem found wanting during the
election, would have themselves
to blame as their discharge cer-

tificate would be seized at the end
ofthe service year.

“Onthe issue of Anambra State
election, as at now, we are going to
use about 4,000 NYSC members.
They are going to be sourced from
different states, they will become
ambassadors of those particular
states they are migrating from and
therefore, must be well behaved.

“We are no longer working
with politicians in leopard’s skin,
who carry ballot boxes and start

chasing electoral officers who are
there working with them.

He said the commission
decides to use youth corps mem-
bers because they are not poli-
ticians and are committed. He
(corps member) has a National
Service and just for one little
thing, only for about 24 hours,
you lose the certificate that has
taken you one year to work for.
That is why we decided to use
corps members.”

Jos: Group wants FG to investigate

By AbbasJimoh

THE Federal Government has been urged to as a mat-
ter of urgency set up modalities for the investigation
of the past and last ethno-religious crisis in Jos, Pla-
teau State.

Executive Director of the Civil Society Legislative
Advocacy Centre (CISLAC) Auwal Musa Rafsanjani
made the call yesterday in Abuja.

He also called for the involvement of international
bodies infinding a lasting solution to the perennial cri-
sis due to what he described as the “lack ofconfidence”
ofthe citizens about the sincerity of government to get
an unbiased report on this matter.

Rafsanjani said the Plateau State government had
concluded its probe ofthe 2008 crisis that started over
alocal government Chairmanship tussle butup to date,
no one person or group has been held accountable for
the massacre and waste of precious human lives.

He said the Federal Government probe ofthe same
eventis ongoing, “but do we expect any different result
from the other committees set up for the same pur-
pose?”

The group said itbelieves the recent violence in Jos is
by noway tribal or religious, saying that it is motivated
by selfish politicians who want to have their ways by all
means using religion and ethnic sentiments or settlers
versus indigene notion.

Rafsanjani described the trend of discrimination
against non-indigenes was a time-bomb that must not
be allowed to explode again, adding that it should have
the responsibility to protect all the people living in the
state, be they indigenes/settlers or visitors irrespective
ofthe religious believe and ethnic background.

Senate to review double taxation policy

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE Senate has said it will soon commence legisla-
tive process aimed at repealing the existing double
taxation policy on goods and products in the country.

Speaking when he received the Ambassador of
the Peoples Republic of Korea, Mr. Young-kuk Park
Deputy Senate President Ike Ekweremadu assured the
business community in the country that the double
tax regime will soon be over.

According to him, the National Assembly will
support all efforts at attracting investments into the
country, especially from countries that exemplified
progress over adversity.

Senator Ekweremadu noted that South Korea has
emerged from being a poor nation thirty years ago to
a strong economy that “will this year host the sum-
mit of the group of twenty world biggest economies.”

He said the Double taxation Agreement which is
being processed at the National Assembly will take
care of the concerns of countries whose investments
are in Nigeria.

Earlier, Mr. Park who was accompanied by the
Chairman of the ruling Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) in South Korea, Mr. Yucee Uwah and other staff
ofthe embassy had outlined the development projects
which the South Korean governmentis undertakingin
Nigeria including primary school buildings in parts of
the country and rice processing plant in Enugu.

BRAZILIAN President Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva (centre) surrounded by doctors alongside First Lady Marisa
Leticia (2nd right) after concluding medical examinations at the Instituto do Coracao heart hospital in Sao
Paulo, Brazil, at the weekend. Lula da Silva suffered a serious bout of hypertension late January 27 in the
northern city of Recife and was rushed to a hospital.

Niger Delta women want Yar'adua to handover

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

THE Niger Delta Women Forum has
called on the National Assembly to
invoke relevant sections of the Con-
stitution to compel President Umaru
Musa Yaradua to handover to Vice
President Goodluck Jonathan to act as
president.

A statement by the forum signed by
its National Coordinator/President,
Mrs. Esther Uduehi said the legislature
must eschew sentiments in the matter

to allow the vice president assume
duties as acting president.

According to the forum “The
National Assembly should put partisan
politics aside and rise to save the dem-
ocratic existence of Nigeria by invok-
ing the various sections of the Consti-
tution and taking immediate action to
transfer power to the Vice President by
ordering the swearing in of the Vice
President as Acting President of the
Federal Republic of Nigeriaand Com-
mander in Chiefofthe Armed forces.”

The Niger Delta women wondered
how a simple matter of transmitting
power between the president and his
vice has resulted into a political crisis.

Jt appealed to the Senate Presi-
dent, the Speaker of the House of
Representatives and all members of
the National Assembly to “rise above
personal, parochial and ethnic inter-
ests and cease this opportunity to save
the Country and write their names in
Gold in the Political history of Nigeria
by acting now.”

Insurance firms given ultimatum to clear premium

THE National Insurance Commis-
sion (NAICOM) said on Sunday that
insurance companies would be given
six months to clear their outstanding
premium.

The Commissioner for Insurance,
Mr Fola Daniel, made this known in
an interview with the News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) in Abuja.

He said that the “huge outstanding
premium” was a problem self inflicted
on the industry by practitioners.

“This huge outstanding premium is
aproblem that is self inflicted by prac-
titioners. If we continue to hold them
and they continue to hatch them one

day some insurance entities will not be
able to pay a claim of N1 million.

“So we don’t have a choice, in fact
allowing 12 months outstanding pre-
mium is unnecessary indulgence.

“Ifwe continue as a regulator we will
be culpable and it will collapse because
you cannot pay claims with debt, but
cash.

“So for 2010, they will not have
the luxury of 12 months, it will be six
months,” he said.

He said that insurance compa-
nies should ensure that they operated
according to the dictates of the law as
the commission would ensure sanction

on any misconduct.

He said countries like Kenya and
India that practiced “no premium no
cover” never witnessed huge outstand-
ing premium.

Daniel said that while analysing
some of the audited account of insur-
ance companies it was observed that
more than what they had as premium
was outstanding premium.

“In 2008, analysing the 2007 account,
we saw that in many insurance audited
account ofabout N2 billion premium,
one out of the two billion supposedly
written was outstanding premium.
(NAN)
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By Alinnor Arinze

Religion and Nigerians

igeria is about the most

religious nation in the

world. Every second,

minute,- hour, or day

there is prayer going

on somewhere in the
mosques. The people also depict that
they are very spiritual, and it is prayer
that is still holding the country together
from disintegration. Every now and
then you would hear someone saying
in the print ej-electronic media that all
we need is divine intervention; more
prayers. But | do wish to say that the
more developed nations and the ones
developing do not engage in this ‘Spir-
itual’ exercise like we do and yet they
are moving forward as a people. Some-
thing is wrong somewhere.

I was discussing with a close friend
not long ago and he made a comment.
He said everything is not physical and
everything is not spiritual. He said
everything has been spiritualized and
demonized in this part of the world
that left him wondering whether all
the agents ofthe devil incarnated here. |
only remarked that the elite in this part
of the world picked religion and eth-
nicity as the major tools to manipulate
the people and firmly establish their
stronghold. Someone remarked that
it is not even prayer that is holding us

together as a people but the corruption
the politicians and the elite do share in
common. Do you believe that it is not
prayers in the churches and mosques
that is binding us together but corrup-
tion?

In aleadership conference not long
ago Sunday Adelaja said something. He
said that Nigeria is blessed with human
and mineral resources that even the
blind cannot doubt. But that a nation
does not grow or move forward by the
virtue of her wealth rather she grows
or moves forward by the wealth of her
virtues. | realized that the state of our
nation shows we lack virtues.

he institutions that are supposed
I to help produce these virtues in
people are either in deep slum-
ber or comatose. Our family system,
educational system, the churches and
the mosques are in short supply ofthese
virtues that would move us forward as
a nation. | do not know if by ceaseless
prayers God woulfl move those virtues
into the lives of Nigerians without the
afore-mentioned institutions.
Someone jokingly told me that in
Nigeria, God isexpected to come down
and do virtually everything including
spoon feeding them, using their heads
for them and even sleeping with their
spouses for them. He said that many are
blaming God continually for His inabil-
ity to perform these functions. He said
that prayers over here are completely
conceptualized to look like allegations
against God in a spiritual court. They

take the position of complainant and
that ofthe judge in this ‘spiritual’ court.
And at the end ofeach court session you
hear comments like, ‘God why?; ‘why
me?’. Nobody wants to take any respon-

chaibthig for actions or inactions; God

caused all to happen. But | do believe
that where we are is the product of pur
choices, decisions, actions or inactions
and whatever we are doing is taking us
to where we are going or away from it.
I believe thatwe lack virtues because
of religion or worship without impact.
This lack emanated from erosion of
familyvalues and rot in the educational
system. But we cannot exonerate reli-
gious leaders from these entirely all the
same. We have had flatterers and self-
centred people as preachers in differ-
ent religious organizations. Sir Walter
Raleigh said that flatterers are the worst
kind oftraitors, for they will strengthen
you'r imperfections, encourage you in
all evils, correct you in nothing but so
shadow and paintyour follies and vices
asyou shall never by their will, discover
good from evil, or vice from virtue.
Some kind of cloning is even going on
in different parts of the country and in
different religious organizations unno-
ticed. Many of the religious leaders are
no longer messengers but the message.

he heart of the matter is a mat-
I ter of the heart. The message of
every religion or religious organ-
ization should be able to move or prick
the heart of man. Preachers are meant
to deal with the imagination - argu-
ments in the minds of men which keep
them from the truth. They are meant to
penetrate and breakthrough ignorance
and strongholds that prevent men from
receiving and walking in the truth.
Where is the place of polemic preach-
ing in Nigeria? There is little or no room
for polemic preaching because every-
body wants to be uniform. Many preach
onlyto draw attention and get the pow-
ers that be to come for ‘special’ prayers;
preaching for the stomach. No wonder
fraudsters and looters of public treasur-
ies all go to the churches and mosques
and are very comfortable there; flies are
now perching and sitting comfortably
on ‘hot’ stove without getting hurt.

“If you think very deeply, you will
see that football is life. The way we
have played and administered football
has not been different from the way we
have managed elections and national
life. We have reached dizzying heights
ofsuccess in Atlanta and won the Gold
medal in the 1996 Olympics but we
have failed to install plans to sustain our
sometimes lucky successes. We have
worked and planned little, and prayed
to God plentifully, expecting that we
will get divine victory over a team that
has worked very hard and is also pray-
ing very hard. Can it be just for such a
team to lose to us? Can that be fair? Is
our God an unjust and unfair God? In
the aftermath of Ghana’s victory, a news
report was credited to their President,
“thanking Nigeria’s prayer warriors for
praying for the Ghanaian team to win”.
Ifitis true, | detect some smugness in
victory there. Nigerians pray for suc-
cess, Ghanaians play for success.

To be concluded.

Arinze wrotefrom Lagos; he can
be reached at (arinze198@gmail.com)
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By Ahmed Haruna

Trying to compel Nigerians: \What next?

he banner headlines
read 'OBASANJO
ASKS YARADUA TO
RESIGti, and ‘HAND
OVER TO GOODLUCK

cle: Trying to Compel YarAdua:
Hasn’t it Come to Naught?, earlier
published in the Daily Trust news-
paper inwhich the subject ofthe rally
held not so long ago by a group call-

JONATHAN: OBASANJO'ietciteelf Save Nigeria (SN) was dis-

Nigerians, the time has come to
learn the correct lessons from his-
tory when it repeats itself. Was it not
theformer military head ofstate Oba-
sanjo who once queried whatformer
military head ofstate Yakubu Gowon
wanted to return to do as President,
only for him (Obasanjo) to ‘accept’
to return as President for the two
most disastrous terms the country
has ever been through in its history
under non-military governance?
Are we today not discussing com-
ments by the same Obasanjo who
was sent, to our amazement, to the
DR Congo by Ban Ki Moon, the UN
Secretary-General as the UN’s repre-
sentative to sort out a looming mess
between that country’s government
and a rebel group, and Obasanjo
decided instead, to relate only with
the rebel group for a fistful of dia-
monds? This is aside from a previous
incident from the same region dur-
ingwhich, itwas historically alleged,
as a result of Obasanjo’s duplicity,
Africa’s foremost nationalist, Patrice
Lumumba paid with his dear life. It
may be remembered that the rebels
nominated Obasanjo as their repre-
sentative in negotiations with the DR
Congo’s legitimate government.

Even the National
Assembly, which had

earlier announced

its own to Saudi Arabia
I a

Should anyone be surprised,
therefore, to learn that Obasanjo,
who is currently in desperate need of
attention, is clumsily claiming self-
righteousness in asking President
Umaru Musa Yaradua to resign,
unconstitutionally though that step
might be? Why would a former mili-
tary head of state and two-term civil-
ian president not even wince at the
suggestion that*he illegally forced a
successor on a country he professes to
love, and even goes ahead to explain
details about a clean bill of health
certificate from Yaradua and the
role played hy ‘experts’ before finally
declaring that he did no wrong?

he irony of such clumsy
attempts at self-exoneration
by the former president is that
ithasbeen largely politely ignored by
even the self-styled political opposi-
tion. | am inclined to suggest that
other Nigerians should do the same,
as paying further attention to this
geriatric delinquent who saw no
wrong in even prostituting his own
son’s wife, would tantamount to
according him undeserved honour.
The title of this write-up is a re-
ordering of Timawus Mathias’ arti-

cussed. Persons who would, ordinar-
ily, be regarded as serious leaders of
acountry in other parts of the world
for the roles they had played in the
country’s history, in complete aban-
donment of self-esteem embarked
on ameaningless charade to compel
President Yaradua to needlessly do
the unconstitutional: resign from
office for being hospitalised. The
motley of selfish interest groups that
came together under the SN to force
the president’s resignation man-
aged, in the words Mr. Mathias, to
‘....demand that ateam of 15 credible
persons visit Saudi Arabia in order to
ascertain the condition of President
Yaradua and determine his fitness
to continue in office as president.
So what next, what happens after
that? What happens when this team
of credible persons visits the King-
dom of Saudi Arabia and returns
with a verdict that Mr. President
is fit to continue in .office as Presi-
dent? In any case, what unanimously
acceptable criteria will be deployed,
or where in the Constitution of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria did it
prescribe guidelines for the selec-
tion of this team of credible persons
under the circumstances? Even the
National Assembly, which had ear-
lierannounced plans to send a group
ofits own to Saudi Arabia, appears tq
have shelved the plan.

uring the Abuja rally, the SN
D failed to explain the ration-
ale behind their call for Mr.
President’s resignation from office.
In listening to the widely broad-
cast demands, which they appear
to have followed up recently with
print media advertorials, Nigerians
wondered just what Mr. President’s
singular personal absence from the
country was stopping from happen-
ing in government work, especially
after Justice Dan Abutu’s legal pro-
nouncement on the Vice President’s
eligibility to continue from where
Mr. President left. The SN needs to
explain to Nigerians what may be
so special, so extra-ordinary about
our situation that warrants setting
aside the provisions of the country’s
Constitution and the rule of law.
Considering the calibre of Nigerians
calling for Mr. President’s resigna-
tion, might it be any wonder then
that this country, weighed down
by the yoke of corruption and self-
interest for so many decades, might
continue to be so encumbered for
longer unless focused leadership
should become the norm? The sad
truth is that Yaradua’s illness has
become the latest straw that a des-
perate band of drowning intellec-
tuals and debt-ridden intelligentsia
have found to clutch, in the face ofa
seeming, unprecedented exposes by
the CBN and EFCC.
To be concluded.
Haruna contributed this piece
from Abuja.
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Your Letters

At Kuru Karama,
Busstopwas
also killed

ood old Busstop, one

now hears with shame,

was one of the victims

of the senseless may-

hem at Kuru Karama in the recent
Jos communal crisis.

Busstop was a friend to every

one who has ever patronized

— CAELE*IDEiveES.

— memcaTlioM To-Family

-M ooses

STAFF
-Tkijps

ELecTRICITY

Hajiya Aminas popular eatery
at the Bukuru Fire Service Res-
taurant. Our friend who we all
fondly called Busstop, a simple
happy and harmless jester, was a
retired Nigeria Airways handler
who worked inJos for many years,
and is believed to have personally
served prominent personalities of
Plateau State.

His hangout was the Fire Serv-
ice Restaurant where he volun-
teered to work as chaperon, pro-
tocol, and forced company unless
settled. He wasa smart wise cracker

Text us on 08131 8000 30

Noway to manage crisis

SO the Bauchi State House of
Assembly wants Plateau indigenes
to leave Bauchi. Let me ask Hon
Aminu Tukurwho asked for ares-
olution on that .Are you serious?
Do you not realise that Bauchi
indigenes are living elsewhere?
RABIU Datti, Azare, Bauchi
State 08036348721.

Typical

IT was reported that the reli-
gious group, CAN, condemned
the recent redeployment of the
Plateau State Commissioner of
Police. Ofcourse no one expects
anything less from that quarter.
US Faruk, 08025725413.

Don't apply Mosaic Law
MUSLIMS the world over should,

as a matter of principle, not retali-
ate or return evil for evil, for what
took place in Jos. The hatred of the
wicked should notjustify hostility on
the part ofany Muslim. WWe may have
to fight and put down evil, but never
in a spirit of malice or hatred, but
always inaspirit ofjustice and right-
eousness. Bauchi state Assembly is
on the wrong track on this issue.
AHMED, S. Mohammed, Uni-
Jos, 08065612963.

Everything scatter
NIGERIA jaga jaga, Super Eagles
scatter scatter, Aso Rock yama
yama, Niger Delta, kata Kata,
everything gbosa ghosa. My God!
Who'll save the problems of this
country called Nigeria?

ABBA Usman, Nguru, Yobe State,
08036808284.

in Hausa, with a double-edged
sword for a tongue, which made
people settle him before he tipped
over to being sweetly caustic and
vulgar. Busstop was a hunchback
and suffered polio-related walking
challenges, butwas an impeccably
clean dresser. It is such an irony
that such a peace loving jester has
lost his life to thi? violent world of
diminishing values. May his soul
and indeed, the souls ofall victims
ofthe Jos crisis find peaceful restin
heaven, Amen.
Timawus Mathias, Jos.

JYan kalare again?

* ON Wednesday January 27, at

about 10:45pm a gang of sus-
pected kalare operated in Sha-
maki, east of Gombe, destroying
cars, shattering glasses of houses
and made other destructive for-
ays in large swathe of the area.
The authorities concerned should
please intervene to protect lives
and property.

ABDULQADIR, 07030354954.

Who's complaining?

COACH Amadu Shuaibu has
done very well, considering
nobody gave him a chance.
Nigeria was regarded as
underdogs but they did beat
favourites Cameroun and Cote
d’lvoire.

08036431976.

OPINION

By Ummal-fadal Babagirei

Helping students conquer exam phobia

£ Examination’ is the formal test of someone’s knowl-
edge or ability in a given subject, especially by means of
written questions or practical tests. However, the fact
is the very nature of testing ensures that some people
will pass while others will fail.

As to why students fail, I do not really have a definite
answer but | can provide or offer students with advice as
to how to make it at examinations and avoid examination
malpractices.

Exam malpractice in Nigeria has attained a frightening
proportion and it has become virtually institutionalized.
This trend has been noticeable right from secondary level
when parents who have full knowledge of their children’s
academic shortcomings pay huge sums of money for them
to pass. These categories of student are those who find it
difficult to penetrate through their lecturers in the uni-
versity.

There are aslot of reasons why students fail in exams.
Majority do not study atall. I spoke with an English depart-
ment student of University of Maidugri, who said that she
failed her papers when she did not study at all.

For some students, anxiety over the exams causes sleep-
less nights and exam fever from the mere thought that an
examination awaits them, while others study really hard
but cannot understand what they have read.

As much as | know, some ofus do not study until at the
dying minutes, when examination timetable is out or a day
or two to the examination; we photocopy other students’
notes and give it a “crash” or “fire brigade” method. How
do we ekpect to understand each and every topic within
that short period of time and expect to pass?

I asked a friend of mine in the nursing department why
she thought some students had problem with exams. Her
response was that some of these students were very bril-
liant; but challenged with some emotional distress, they
found it difficult to get things straight.

Heartbreak indeed is one of emotional pressures that
can destabilize a very intelligent person. A victim can
hardly pick up his/her matefial, let alone read it. And if
they do pick up a book, reading is becomes an uphill task;
the mind is concentrated somewhere else.

Students these days are lazy, always looking up to the
lecturers to provide areas of concentration (AOC) and
where the lecturer refuses, we focus all our attention on
specific topics that catch our fancy. Now is this not a big
problem; what if your area of concentration is not the lec-
ture’s area of interest?

However, | am not going to put all the blame on students
alone, some ofwho study hard but eventually fail. There are
some courses that students would be very sure of getting
at least a ‘C’, but ends up failing the course. Where is that
problem coming from?

The little diversion I am taking from the student is to the
lecturers. Some lecturers deliberately make exams difficult
for students or the marking scheme would be set above
the students’ standard. Some lecturers do not go to class
to teach or lecture; they end up giving out handouts (for
a stiff fee) to students to read on their own. For crying
out loud, how are these students expected to understand
everything and give the lecturer what he wants at exam
time? There are also some lecturers who give out booklets
to some unqualified people to mark. The truth is, what if
your booklet happens to be marked by someone who has
grudges with some student?

I believe that no child is born dull. Itis the responsibility
of parents to give their children a solid educational back-
ground. Though I know all parents want the best for their
kids, but for financial limitation.

Students, especially those in institutions ofhigher learn-
ing must realise that they are in a world of challenges that
demand productive knowledge for life and survive. They
cannot afford to be victims of failures, exam malpractices,
or to be graduates with unimpressive grades, outcomes that
could entirely oftheir own making. Education is the power
that will unlock their future, and make the nation better.

The reading culture among students must improve.
Students should strive to reads books; not only books but
meaningful books. That way, they broaden their knowl-
edge, and exam ceases to be the monster that they perceive,
and becomes a passport to better life for themselves and
solid development for their country.

Babagire wrotefrom DepartmentofMass Communi-
cations, University ofMaiduguri.
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As Anambra electorate
choose governor

hisSaturday, February 6, registered voters in Anambra
State will cast their ballots in the governorship election
that holds that day. The procedure and outcome of the
]>olling will be keenly watched, not only by people of
Anambra State, but by the rest of the country, for good

Women and politics:
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Whence then the difference?

ew participants at the well
attended 7th Annual Trust
Dialogue of January 21st
recall that the theme of
this year’s round table was:

Issa Aremu, mMni

issaaremu@yahoo.com

elections. Of special importance is

“The African Woman and Politiegerspective that, that there exists

<No thanks to organizational/ con-
ceptual crisis that tends to obliterate
our rich memory. The organizers of
the Dialogue certainly stretched the
word: moderation to its limit. You
don't privilege an ever conflicted/
disputant former President Oluse-
gun Obasanjo as a moderator/ chair-
man ofintellectual reflections by four
tested female presenters, namely leg-

reason. The Anambra exercise will be a test of what we should exgeatary anti-apartheid fighter Mrs.

in terms oflogistics and security, in the general elections that follow
in 2011 or, as is being speculated, later this year.

The signals are foreboding. The struggle for control of the levers
ofpolitical power in the state has approached the proverbial do-or-die
level, with the Nigeria Police raising fears of probability of violence
on Election Day or after.

To assure that the citizens exercise their civic duty in safety, the
Inspector-General of Police, Mr Ogbonna Onovo recently summoned
a stakeholders’ meeting in Abuja, where he berated some Anambra
politicians some ofwho he accused of stockpiling arms and plotting
violence in the state. Similarly, during a radio programme, the Anam-
bra state commissioner of police, Mr Philemon Leha, requested fresh
supplies of bullet -proof vests to enable security personnel provide
security during the exercise. We appreciate these proactive meas-
ures, but we ask that the police go a step farther in identifying and
arresting those involved in stockpiling arms. The police must not shy
away from neutralising threats from persons, no matter their status
in Anambra society. The Independent Electoral Commission (INEC)
will assuredly be under intense scrutiny in the manner it handles this
election and its aftermath. It cannot afford to get things wrong this
time. The stakes are high; no wonder allegations of vote rigging have
already surfaced. No single complaint must be left unattended to; no
single infringement should go unpunished. It is vitally important
that INEC convincingly exonerates itselfof persistent accusation that
it favours one candidate over the others in the election.

The candidates for governor ofall the political parties have agreat
role to play in ensuring that not the election takes place, but that it
does so in an atmosphere devoid ofviolence and rancour. They have
agreater stake in averting disaster in Anambra State. Since thereturn
of democratic rule in 1999, no other state has experienced so much
electoral violence and high gubernatorial turnover that would have
been comical were the circumstances not so tragic. Itwas in the state
that a serving governor was almost abducted; the Governor’s Office
set ablaze, while twice, the court reversed election results. With this
dubious record, we hope time has come for all stakeholders in this
weekend?’s election to vote for peace and progress of Anambra state
and thus strengthen democracy in the country. We must express our
profound disappointment at supposed senior citizens of Anambra
who of late have been beating drums ofwar if they cannot have their
way in this election. They cannot be above the law; if they persist in
their misguided jingoism, they should be reminded in no uncertain
ways that the law is no respecter of persons.

With the election coming at a time the nation is passing through
many challenges, we call on INEC, all the gubernatorial candidates,
and security agents to cooperate to ensure that the exercise is free
and fair. To achieve this, we advise that all candidates in the race to
sign undertakings that their supporters would not in any way dis-
turb the peaceful conduct of the election, otherwise they would be
held responsible for any breakdown of law and order. Similarly, the
electoral body should realise that with the unresolved controversies
surrounding results of previous re-run governorship elections held
in some states and the on- going trial over the April, 14,2007 polls
in Osun state, its credibility is still at stake. It has much to gain-
or lose- in the election; this is the time to regain public confidence.
While urging thg police not to see the Anambra election as a bat-
tlefield where they need additional bullet-proofvests, we call on the
electorate to cooperate with security agents and report any suspected
trouble maker to appropriate quarters. They should also be on alert
and ensure that their votes count at every polling centre in the state.
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Winnie Madikizela Mandela, Sena-
tor Kofoworola Bucknor-Akerele,
Hajiya Naja'atu Mohammed and Ms
Samia Nkrumah, the daughter of the
late great Kwame Nkrumah.

True to expectation of discern-
ing observers, OBJ had a free day
to do what he is notorious for: dic-
tatorship! Without consultation he
cheekily dictated 15 minutes to each
presenter despite his displayed poetic
licenses for umpteenth time. It was
a delight seeing Senator Kofoworola,
Samiaand Najaatu following in Win-
nie’s footstep who elegantly liberated
herself from an arbitrary time box
(reminiscent of the dictation of the
racist Boers’ warders on Robben
Island prison whenever she visited
Mandela).

OBJ definitely did not moderate
the four well-thought out presenta-
tionswhich offer refreshing perspec-
tiveson crisis ofgovernance in Africa.
Worse still, we all unexplainably
acted the legendary Zombies beaten
in line to his dictatorial unwritten
orders: debating his predictable dia-
tribes and sheer abuse of chairman-
ship while we intolerably push to the
marginswritten thoughts ofthe great

four eminent African women. r

ours sincerely searches invain
onr the full texts of the four

presenters. Yet the Nigerian
print media ofvarying hues and per-
suasions uncritically led with OBJ’s
impulsive vengeful gigantic lies (ask
Amadu Ali) as “stories”, even verba-
tim reported sundry unhelpful out-
bursts of the “moderator” while they
stepped down the reasoned thoughts
ofthe four presenters.

After the media “coverage” of 7th
Trust Dialogue, | bear witness that
what Nigeria media need urgently is
not Freedom of Information (FOI)
bill but Management of Informa-
tion seminar. How on earth could
Winnie Mandela’s formal thank you
scoop to Nigeria for her historic con-
tribution to dismantling of apartheid
as a frontline state (which Thabo
Mbeki denied through his tenure)
be accorded media tokenism while
OBJ's casual and unstructured state-
ment that diminishes us as a nation
assumes such outlandish promi-
nence?

Winnie is right on target to
demand that “women should rise
up to the challenge of their margin-
alization in male-dominated soci-
ety”. She also says it all: women are
their own liberators. Her quotable
quote: “Nothing about us without
us” is as apt for women demanding
for participation, asat is for Nigerian
citizens demanding for free and fair

*

a long road tofreedom'’. Naja'atu says
as much bringing to bear her experi-
ence in students’ and national politics
to fonclude that no Nigerian women
should expect to get power on a plat-
ter ofgold.

' The life and times of Winnie
Mandela practically show that it is
the commitment, courage, integrity
and determination that women and
men bring to the political arena that
matter not necessarily their gender.
As far back as October 1958 Win-
nie featured in anti-pass demonstra-
tion. She was banished and exiled to
Brandfort in the 1970s, after evic-
tion from her Soweto home. She was

_ | Afterthe media

inLiberia”, ‘Age of Women”, "Women
are coming”, ad infinitum.

Of course Mrs. Ellen Johnson
is a woman and a proud mother of
four and grandchildren too. But the
obsession with gender dimension
of Johnson’s Presidency points to
our readiness to undervalue Ellen
Johnson-Sirleaf s democratic victory
was a product of her direct political
engagement of trial and error span-
ning decades, political contestation
and cooperation, imprisonment
and exile, national commitment and
international exposure rather than
her maternal credentials.

Samia Nkrumah’s great contri-
bution is useful here. According to
her, she came not because she was
Nkrumah’s daughter or because of
her gender but because of what she
has on offer for a continent begging
for leadership after the exit ofvision-
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Dialogue, 1 bear witness that what Nigeria
media need urgently is not Freedom of
Information (FOI) bill but Management of

Information seminar.

the most intimidated, watched and
brutalized political activist by the
apartheid regime of terror. Behind
today’s triumphant clenched fist of
this great African woman (Winnie
Mandela) was (and still is) tenacity,
staying power and unquantifiable
sacrifices. Paradoxically this fact of
earned position of the likes of Win-
nie is missing in top-down official
discourse of women involvement
in politics. First Ladyism and UN’s
allotted quota representation (which
seems to inform the presentation
of the former Deputy Governor of
Lagos State Senator Kofoworola
Bucknor-Akerele) distort an appro-
priate evaluation of womens role in
politics. We are for instance told that
OBJ’s regime accorded more women
representation. The critical question
is: do the female Ministers under
any regime for that matter earn their
respective positions or not? We need
to interrogate the idea of “giving it”
to “them” (women) as if women are
inferior citizens in our constitution.
The likes of Aisha Ismail and Ngozi
Okonjo-lweala eminently deserved
their positions for a long as that dis-
pensation lasted not because they are
women or a gratuitous man deemed
it right to so appoint them. | agree
with Winnie that women need not
be limited to “the business of poli-
tics”, but should be conscious of “the
politics ofbusiness”. One disenabling
politics of business is to assume that
what women legitimately earn is
given to them out of pity.

A visitor from the outer-space in
2006 reading the global print media
coverage of the inauguration of the
Liberian President elect, Ellen-John-
son-Sirleafwould have been misled
to think that itwas some elitist power
shift formula in which a grand-
mother in Monrovia was a benefici-
ary. The misleading and patronizing
headlines; “Firstfemale President in
Africa”, “The Iron-Lady takes charge

ary leaders of the post independence
which included her father Kwame
Nkrumah. Samia tasks us on Africas
renaissance envisioned bv the late,
Dr. Kwame Nkrumah and poses the
critical issue; female involvement
politics is only the means, the end
is development of the continent for
which women most make a differ-
ence. Interesting™ Winnie also tasks
women on continental development
agenda. Samia, amemberofthe Gha-
naian parliament, show cases her
achievement through an initiative
on constituency based private com-
pany initiative to run a mKTO-credit
scheme that gives give cheap credit
to women to begin small-scale busi-
nessesand scholarship schemes. How
many female politicians have made a
difference like her?

he politics of business of
I women is disappointingly
like their male counterparts
in Africa. Helen Johnson in Liberia
just broke a singular historic promise
not to re-contest unlike Nelson Man-
delawho upheld his promise. Speaker
Etteh in Nigeria was a metaphor for
the same rot in Nigeria’s parliament.
Benue Speaker, House of Assembly
Mrs Icheen honorably commend-
ably resigned (first of such in this
dispensation) amidst male-mob
political misgiving and intimidation.
Mrs Bucknor-Akerele, former dep-
uty Governor of Lagos State, a guest
speaker cultivated same discredited
macho-image until her belated res-
ignation (or is it sack?).

Former Minister for Women's
Affairs, Hajia Aisha Isma’il report-
edly once promised ‘fire for fire’ like
their male politicians. By the way
where was Winnie's loud voice during
the xenophobia attack of the recent
times in South Africa? These are
some questions begging for answers
if 7th Trust Dialogue had a modera-
tor.
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GOVERNOR Isa Yuguda of
Bauchi State

Assembly
wants Plateau
indigenes to
leave Bauchi

THE influx ofsuch a high number
of refugees from Plateau State will
no doubt tell on the economy of
Bauchi. The logical thing to
do is to make the about 50,000
indigenes of Plateau residing in
Bauchi presently go back to their
state and let the refugees from Jos
take their place.

Umar Abubakar |

dearumar@hotmail.com

Malam Tukur, this is the most
ridiculous thing I have heard and
read. | must say | am surprised
that there are Plateau indigenes
in Bauchi who also are employed
in the states civil service. You see,
you just spoke for them as we
have never heard them lay claims
or make any trouble or noise in
the state. Can you say the same
for your Bauchi indigenes living
in Jos or don’t we have Bauchi
indigenes in Jos? | think what
you should be doing is using your
good office to preach peace and
tolerance in the region.

Azzo

omadichie@yahoo.co,u

)(c******** kkkkkkkkkkkkk

Allow the people of Bauchi
share their state with fellow citi-
zens who are also their neigh-
bours.

mustapha dewu

muhddewum@yahoo.com

Very good move by the Bauchi
lawmakers. Lef other states fol-
low suit.

Abu firdaus

abufirdaus69@yahoo. com

Hon. Aminu Tukur, your sug-
gestion to the House was very
hard. Other innocent citizens of
Plateau living elsewhere should
not be victims of the crisis. We
should advocate good govern-
ance and respect for each others
religion and tribe.

Babayo El-Nafaty

babayoelnafaty@yahoo com
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Gowon, Shagari ask Yar'adua to hand over

OUR past leaders have spoken in
the interest of this great nation.
Long live the Nigerian masses.

Long live Nigeria as a sovereign
nation.

Yahaya lbn Idris Abu

ibnidrees@gmail.com

This is not the first time the
duo are interfering in our national
politics to rubbish and abuse our
conscience. General Gowon is
from Plateau State, but-rarinot
comment or call his governor to
order, yet has the courage to call
foryar adua’s resignation. Shagari
on the other hand was in Kano
dinning and enjoying himself at
the coronation of Ibrahim Shek-
arau as Sardauna while the Kill-
ings and destruction of innocent
Nigeria was on in Jos. It is time
to let these men understand that
the respect they had in Nigeria has
long been eroded by their actions.

Abdu Isa Kofarmata

kmatagigi@yango,com.,..

What an elder sees while
squatting, a child on the peak ofa
mountain will not be able to see.
Wisdom, the bible says isprofit:
able to direct. | pray this call by
our elder statesmen will be taken
inthe interest ofpeace, stability as
WeII as growth ofthis nation.

angelchubby4u@yahoo com

So oureminent elder statesmen
have woken up from their slum-
ber. Although it is better late than

FROM left: Former ChiefJustice of Nigeria Justice Idris Kutigi, former Chief Justice, Justice Alfa
Belgore, Vice President Good luck Jonathan and former President Shehu Shagari, after the elder
statesmen met with the vice president at State House, Abuja, Thursday.

never, they should have spoken up
much earlier. The problems in this
country are being caused by we,
Nigerians. As long as we contiiiue
with this system that makes indi-
viduals ‘Lords’ above the nation,
as long as we assist our leaders in
becoming monsters and dictators
bydeferring to their wishes all the

Katsina replies Obj on Yar'adua

THESE people are ignorant,
corrupt, primitive and oppor-
tunists. They are willing to bring
more darkness, suffering and
death to the people of Katsina
and the country as long as the
person in power is their man.
The people ofKatsina know who
their true enemies are. Katsina
and the north need people of
integrity and morality, people

Sultan: Jos crisis

willing to speak the truth even
when it is earns them enemies.
Umaru Musa must hand over
to Jonathan because that is what
the constitution says. | call on
my fellow Katsina State brothers
and sisters to reject these primi-
tive people. We must respect the
constitution.

Dan Katsina

psayh@aol.com

SULTAN Muhammad Sa'ad Abubakar

time and throwing accountability
to the dogs, then our lamentations
have just begun.
Ibrahim Garba
ignaijaforward@gmail.com
The supremacy of the consti-
tution must prevail in the current
political tension generated as a

result of President Yaraduas ill
health. Some unpatriotic Nige-
rians are the ones preventing
the temporary transfer of power
to the vice president in tandem
with the constitution!leaving the
nation without a leader.

Musa Isyaku

kalamullahl@yahoo.com

Terrorism: 2 Nigerian
students arrested

TO be frank, there are many
of them that I know with very
strong hatred for America and
westerners in general. | am ready
to help fight these ungodly peo-
ple. The government of Malaysia

should also check INTI College
and Nothimbria University at
Semenye. They are real extremist
there. | sweat to this.
Prince of Ogoni
prince_akah@yahoo.com

was genocide

| am glad that the Sultan referred
to the lovely times when our tribes
and religions were instruments of
unity and peaceful co-existence
in Nigeria. Why should people
wake up and start fighting follow
Nigerians in the name of ethnic-
ity or religion. | suggest that the
misguided murderous killers that

masterminded this genocide in
Jos be made to face the wrath of
the law. That is the surest way of
putting an end to the so called
religious crisis in Jos and other
parts of the North.

Abdullahi Ishaq
ishagmako@yahoo. com

BAS6 hands over Specialist Hospital to F6

IT is a good gesture to donate
infrastructure to the Federal
Government to fast tract the take
off of both a Medical faculty as
well as a teaching hospital. How-

ever, | am deeply worried by the
absence of any official statement
on a replacement for the special-
ist hospital that has just been
taken away from the state. This

is where majority of the peo-
ple go to for medical care. Now
that it has been converted into a
teaching hospital, where would
the masses go to when they are

sick. | think the Bauchi State gov-
ernment needs to say something
about this.
Abdulkadir Jibril
jabdulkadir@gmail.com
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Banking Reforms in Nigeria:
What Next After CBN’s Intervention
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Comex
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A Secondary Level Boarding School for
boys and girls with special emphasis o:

y”~High Academic Excellence
**Broad General & Islamic Knowledge
~lIslamic Moral Ethos

Email: nhoninna#yahoo.co.uk
Website: www.tetoniBne.org
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“Chilean Car Of The Year",

" ilndian Car Of The Yean,
iCompact Car Of The Yeari, iSmall Car
Of The Year?, iAaj Tak Viewer Choice
Award?, iDebut Of The Yeari.

HYUNDAI MOTORS NIGERIA LTD
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WAEC Exares. WWe prwie ourselves in our “cheat free" exams

Application forms, Prospectus & Yearbook are now on sale for N6.000
at the following schools:

New Horizons College, ilmi Ave, Minns. Niger State

ySunriee International School, Thomas Sankara St Beside ECOWAS Secretariat,

Asokoro, Abuja

Crescent International School, 1004 fits, Victoria island, Lagos
Hakda International School, Bomo Rd. (Beside Makarfi Motors] off Independence Way,

Kaduna

Completed application forms should be returned to either New Horizons Cofiege Minna or
Sunrise International School, Abuja along with the required documents no later than
February 20tt», 2010.

THE ENTRANCE EXAMS.
Saturday 27th February, 2010 for
JSS1 APPLICANTS ONLY
at New Horizons College, Minna. Arrival, 7:30am to 11:30am.

UNIQUE COCURRICULAR PROGRAMMES

Leadership development

Financial literacy

Islamic Perspectives on contemporary issues Community service

Pre-marital counselling Saturday 20th March, 2010 for

Skills in Public speaking

UVTE APPLICANTSFjA kB M fo'r JSS1 and IRAfcgKa5EiQEfcflS.1ISSg, JSS3, SS1)
Arrival 7:30am to 11:30am. Admission on transfer is subject to vacancies.
The College does not admit transfer students into SS2 & SS3.

Creative & lateral thinking skills Survival Skills training Admission lists and offers wifi be available on March 29.2010 on our website,
Vibrant range of dubs & societies life Skills coaching at New Horizons College, Minna and Sunrise International School, Abuja,
Handling misconceptions about Islam Manners and Etiquette
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"land for
Haitians’
plan

THE African Union (AU) agreed
yesterday to considera Senegalese
proposal to resettle Haiti’s earth-
quake homeless and possibly ere
ate a state for them in Africa.

The idea was first floated by
Senegalese President Abdoulaye
Wade who said the history of
Haitians as descendants of Afri-
can slaves gave them the right to
a new life on the continent. AU
chairman Jean Ping told Afri-
can leadersat its annual summit
in Addis Ababa that they would
discuss the proposal during the
three-day event The AU bad
opened an account for Haiti with
the African Development Bank,
he said.

“It is out of a sense of duty
and memory and solidarity that
we can further the proposal of
Senegalese President Abdoulaye
Wade to create in Africa the con-
ditions for the return of Haitians
whowish to return after the effect
ofthedisasterthat ravaged Haiti,”
Ping said.

Wade said Senegal and other
African states should naturalize
any Haitians who sought new
nationality, and he urged a mass
adoption programme across
the continent for orphans of the
quake, feared to have Kkilled as
many as 200,000.

Theideaforanewstate is rem-
iniscent ofthe 19th century crea-
tionofLiberiabyfreed U.S. slaves.
The West African country is cur-
rentlyrecoveringfroma 1999civil
war and is hoping to benefit from
recentoil discoveries offits coast

“We have attachmentand links
tothatcountry,” Pingsaid ofHaiti.
“The first black republic in 1804,
that carried high the flame oflib-
eration and freedom for the black
people.”

MALAWIAN President Bingu
wa Mutharika has been chosen to
assume the rotating presidency of
the African Union, Libyan leader
Moammer Gaddafi, the body’s
outgoing president, said yester-

day. “My brother president of the
republic of Malawi will replace me
and take over,” Gaddafi said at the
opening day of a three-day sum-
mit in Addis Ababa.

Gaddafi’s presidency of the

AFRICA REPORT 191

INTERNATIONAL
presidenttakesoverasAU president

body has been marked by his
efforts to promote his vision
of a “United States of Africa”
—a prgject that has made little
progress during his 12 months in
charge. The veteran Libyan leader

Morocco sets up plans for stronger
regional administration

ByCharieOnunaifB

THE King of Morocco, Moham-
med VI has set up an Advisory
Committee on Regionalization
(CCR) with a view to enhance
regional autonomy. In a docu-
ment obtained by Daily Trust,
the Morocco Saharawould be the
first region to benefit from the

advanced regionalization.
According to the document,
the effort in advanced power dev-
olution to the Morocco Saharaisa
re-affirmation of Rabat’s national
will and its attachment to the UN
process aimed at finding what it
called “a realistic political solu-
tion to the artificial conflict cre-
ated around the Morocco Sahara”.

The outline of the work of
the advisory committee suggest
that it would seek to bring crea-
tive answers to all major Morocco
questions and is expected to rec-
ommend an original and credible
regional autonomy. The commit-
tee is also expected to engage in
a dialogue with all the “qualified
actors”. However, no reference was

made to the polisario front, who
vehemently contests the annexa-
tion of Western Sahara after
Spain’s abrupt pull out in 1976.
The regional reform plan is how-
ever not expected to tackle any
serious political question as the
“large deconcentration” it envis-
ages is only “with the framework
ofefficient territorial governance”

said he would continue to push
his dream of a fully integrated
continent.

“There is no need for any title,
I'll remain in the front struggling,”
he added.

Ban slams Africa
power-grabs

as Gaddafi

steps aside

UN chiefBan Ki-Moon yesterday
criticised power-grabs in Africa
inaspeech to the continent’s lead-
ers as Libya’s Moammer Gadgafi
reluctantly handed over the pres-
idency of the African Union to
Malawi.

The build-up to the three-day
AU summit in Addis Ababa had
been dominated by the expecta-
tion that Gaddafi would try to
extend his 12-month tenure as
head ofthe 53-member body.
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Dubai police
say Israel may

have killed
Hamas chief

THE police chief of Dubai said
yesterday Israel’s spy agency
Mossad or others with a vested
interest could have killed a top
militant of the Palestinian Islam-
ist movement Hamas in a Dubai
hotel room.

“It could be Mossad, or
another party,” police chiefDhahi
Khalfan told AFP. “Personally,
I don’t exclude any possibility. 1
don’t exclude any party that has
an interest in the assassination”
of Mahmoud al-Mabhuh, Khal-
fan said.

“There were seven or more
people holding passports from
different European countries”
in the group suspected of killing
Mabhuh, he said.

He refused to name the coun-
tries, but added, “we are currently
in contact with these European
countries to verify the authentic-
ity of the passports.”

The hardline Hamas on Friday
accused Israel ofkilling Mabhuh,
who was found dead in his hotel
room in Dubai on January 20, and
vowed revenge.

Hamas has acknowledged
that Mabhuh was in Dubai to buy
weapons for Hamas in its strug-
gle against Israel’s occupation of
Palestinian territories.

Mabhuh, born in Jabaliya in
northern Gaza, was behind the
capture of two lIsraeli soldiers,
Avi Sasportas and llan Sadon, in
separate operations in 1989. Both
were later murdered.

Khalfan said that “it seems
(Mabhuh) opened the door” of

his room, letting his killers in.
“Mabhuh was suffocated,” he
said, adding that “strangulation is
possible.” According to Khalfan,
Mabhuh entered the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) a day before his
death using a passport that did
not bear his family name.

“We were not informed by
Hamas about the visit,” he said.
“It is strange that a person of
his importance travelled alone.”
Khalfan met Palestinian consul
general Hussein Abdul Khaliq
in Dubai yesterday to discuss
the murder, saying police would
“work day and night” to track
down the suspects, the official
WAM news agency reported.

Israeli newspapers, mean-
while, hailed the killing, with the
rightwing English-language Jeru-
salem Post calling it “ctnother blow
to the ‘axis of evil™ that will make
it harder for Hamas to get arms
into its Gaza stronghold.

Yesterday, The Times of Lon-
don cited unidentified Middle
Eastern sources as saying Mab-
huh’s body was found by staff
at the luxury Al Bustan Rotana
hotel. It said Mabhuh was trav-
elling on a false passport and on
arrival in Dubai was followed by
two men described by local police
as “Europeans carrying European
passports.”

The hit squad injected Mab-
huh with a drug that induced a
heart attack, photographed all
the documents in his briefcase,
and lefta “do not disturb” sign on
the door, The Times said.

Iranians celebrate ancient
Persian fire fest

THOUSANDS of Iranians gath-
ered at dusk against a snowy
mountain backdrop to light giant
bonfires inan ancient mid-winter
festival dating back to Iran’s pre-
Islamic past that is drawing new
interest from Muslims.

Theweekend’s celebration was
the first in which the dwindling
remnants of Iran’s once plentiful
Zoroastrian religious minority
werejoined by thousands ofMus-
lims, reflecting a growing interest
in the strict Islamic society for the
country’s ancient traditions.

The festival, known as Sadeh,
celebrates the discovery of fire
and its ability to banish the cold

and dark, and it is held in the
frigid depths of winter.

Sadeh was the national festival
ofancient Persiawhen Zoroastri-
anism was the dominant religion,
before the conquest of Islam in
the 7th century. Now it is mostly
celebrated just in the homes and
temples of Iran’s 60,000 remaining
Zoroastrians.

Recently, however, there has
been an upsurge ofinterestamong
Iranian Muslims, more than 90
percent ofthe population, in their
ancient heritage, when vast Per-
sian empires held sway over much
of central Asia and fought Greek
warriors and Roman legions.

Jordan arrests
dozens of extremists

MORE than 40 alleged Islam-
ist extremists have been arrested
in Jordan since a Jordanian blew
himself up in Afghanistan in
December, Kkilling seven CIA
agents, a security official said
yesterday.

“More than 40 Jordanian
jihadists, including ex-convicts,
have been arrested following the
Khost attack,” the official told
AFP. “They were arrested in sev-
eral parts ofJordan for interroga-
tion.”

Humam Khalil al-Balawi blew
himselfup at a US military base
in Khost near the Pakistani bor-
der on December 30, killing seven
ClA agentsand his Jordanian han-
dler —a senior intelligence officer
and member ofthe royal family.

M iddle East
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Yemen rejects repels'cease-flre offer

YEMEN'S government yesterday
rejected a cease-fire offer from
the country’s northern rebels and
issued a fresh demand calling on
the militants to pledged not to
attack neighbouring Saudi Ara-
bia. After more than five years of
sporadic fighting with the rebels,
Yemen has come under interna-
tional pressure to quickly end the
conflict to free up resources to
confront a separate threat from
an al-Qaida offshoot that has set
up operations there over the past
year.

At the weekend, the leader
of the country’s northern rebels,
Abdel-Malek al-Hawthi, said he is
ready to accept the government’s
original conditions for a cease-
fire. That announcement came

days after the militants declared
a unilateral cease-fire with Saudi
Arabia.

Both declarations appear to
signal an attempt by the rebels
to seize on international pres-
sure to end the conflict. Yemen’s
Supreme Defense Council on
Sunday rejected that offer, but
added that it was ready to halt
military operations “under a cer-
tain framework.”

The council said in a state-
ment the rebels must first comply
with the government’s original
cease-fire offer from September,
which demanded the militants
disarm, release captured soldiers
and property, remove roadblocks,
withdraw from strategic positions
and abide by the constitution.



YA, MW

122 Asia Report

International

DA“_Y TRUST Monday, February 1, 2010

Thousands in Tokyo protest
US military presence

THOUSANDS of pro-
testers from across Japan
marched at the weekend
in central Tokyo to protest
the U.S. military presence
on Okinawa, while a Cabi-
net minister said she Would
fight to move a Marine base
Washington considers cru-
cial out of the country.

Some 47,000 U.S.
troops are stationed in
Japan, with more than half
on the southern island of
Okinawa. Residents have
complained for years about
noise, pollution and crime
around the bases.

Japan and the US.
signed a pact in 2006 that
called for the realignment
of American troops in the
country and for a Marine
base on the island to be
moved to a less populated
area. But the new Tokyo
government is re-exam-
ining the deal, caught
between increasingly ada-
mant public opposition to
American troops and its
crucial military alliance
with Washington.

On Saturday, labour
unionists, pacifists, envi-
ronmentalists and students
marched through central
Tokyo, yelling slogans and
calling foran end to the US
troop presence. They gath-
ered for a rally at a park —
under a banner that read
“Change! Japan-US Rela-
tions” — for speeches by
civil leaders and politicians.

Prime Minister Yukio
Hatoyama has repeatedly
postponed his decision on
the pact, with members
of his own government
divided on how to proceed.
Last week he pledged to
resolve the conundrum by
May, just before national
elections.

“The Cabinet is say-
ing that it will announce
its conclusion in May. For
this reason, over the next
few months we must put all
of our energy into achiev-
ing victory,” Cabinet min-
ister Mizuho Fukushima
said at the rally, to shouts
ofapproval from the crowd.

Fukushima — who has
aminor post inthe Cabinet
and heads a small politi-
cal party — wants the base
moved out ofJapan entirely.
Hatoyama’s government
must appease such political
allies to maintain its major-
ity coalition in parliament,
and the public are increas-
ingly vociferous on the US
military issue, even outside
of Okinawa.

“I'm against having
troops here. I'm not sure
we can get them all out,
but at least some of them
should leave,” said Seiichiro
Terada, 31, a government
tax collector who attended
the rally. Terada said he
travelled from his home
in the central prefecture
of Shizuoka, which hosts a
Marine base at the foot of

China:Taiwan arms sales
harm national Interest

CHINA'S foreign minister
warned that US plans to
sell $6.4 billion of arms to
Taiwan will harm Chinese
efforts to unify peacefully
with the island, the min-
istry said yesterday, after
China suspended US mili-
tary exchanges and threat-
ened unprecedented sanc-
tions against American
defense companies.

Foreign Minister*¥ang
Jiechi said the planned
weapons sales to self-gov-
erning Taiwan, which Bei-
jing claims as its territory,
were a “crude interference
in China’s internal affairs”
and would hurt its national
security.

Beijing’s strong response
to Friday’s US announce-
ment of the weapons sales,
while not entirely unex-
pected, was swift and indi-
cated that it plans to put up
a greater challenge than

usual as it deals with the
most sensitive topic in US-
China relations.

“This is the strongest
reaction weve seen so far
in recent years,” said Steph-
anie T. Rleine-Ahlbrandt,
northeast Asia project
director for the Interna-
tional Crisis Group. “China
is really looking to see what
kind of reaction it’s going
to receive” from President
Barack Obama, she said.

China’s Defense Min-
istry said the arms sales
would cause “severe harm”
to overall US-China coop-
eration. Vice ministerial-
level talks on arms control
and strategic security were
postponed.

Defense Ministry
spokesman Huang Xueping
said the Chinese military
would fight any move to
hurt the country’s sover-

eignty.

Mt. Fuji.

The deal with Wash-
ington calls for the Marine
base in a crowded part of
Okinawa to be moved to
a smaller city called Nago.
But last week residents of
Nago elected a new mayor
who opposes the move,
ousting the incumbent that
supported a US military
presence.
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have found many reasons to be totally satisfied with their favourite water tank.
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International
5-day Davos forum ends on note of humility

THE world’s foremost gathering
ofbusiness and government lead-
ers wrapped up a five-day meet-
ing yesterday with widespread
agreement that a fragile recovery
is under way but no consensus on
what’s going to spur job growth
and prevent another global eco-
nomic meltdown.

In a group of big egos and
many power playersattending the
annual World Economic Forum,
there was even some humility
and a realization that overcom-

Blairevidence |

facing grilling o

TONY Blair’s evidence to the Iraq
war inquiry, notable for a lack of
any apology, sets up an awkward
appearance within weeks for
Prime Minister Gordon Brown,
ahead ofa likely May election.

Blair’s unrepentant testimony
sparked fury among military fam-
ilies and criticism from the press,
reviving memories of what many
commentators see as the ruling
Labour party’s biggest blunder
since taking power in 1997.

The former premier told the
Chilcot inquiry that he accepted
“responsibility but not regret for
removing Saddam” —prompting
shouts of“liar” and “you’rea mur-
derer” from the public gallery.

Brown has talked little about
his role in Blair’s decision to take
Britain to war in 2003 alongside
the United States and he oversaw
the end of the country’s military
mission in lraq last year.

Former minister Clare Short,
who quit after the invasion in pro-
test, told the BBC yesterday that
Brown “didn’toppose the war, but
he didn’t support it” before com-
ing round in favour just before
the invasion. However, Blair’s ex
communications Chief Alastair
Campbell told the inquiry this

ing the first global financial crisis
is uncharted territory.

The gathering of some 2,500
VIPs in this Swiss alpine resort
saw mijch spirited debate on
whether more regulation is
needed for the financial indus-
try, how to boost sagging global
unemployment, and finding ways
to ensure the nascent recovery is
kept on course through 2010.

The atmosphere ofdoom and
gloom that pervaded last year’s
forum, which took place at the

eaves PM

nolrag

month that Brown — finance
minister for a decade before tak-
ing over from Blair in 2007 —was
one ofthe “key ministers” his boss
consulted at the time.

This could raise tricky ques-
tions about Brown’s judgement
and whether he tried to talk Blair
out of launching into a war in
which 179 British soldiers died,
shortly before an election which
opinion polls predict he will lose.

“It would have taken resigna-
tion byjust a handfijl of ministers
and officials to prevent this war,”
Polly Toynbee, a leading com-
mentator on Labour, wrote in the
Guardian newspaper Saturday.

“Whatever Chilcot opines,
long after the election is over,
this extraordinary public inquisi-
tion of the recent prime minister
(Blair) has been araw reminder of
the defining error of Labour’s for-
eign policy.” Brown is likely to be
questioned by the inquiry in late
February or early March.

At least two government
ministers have hinted the elec-
tion could be held on May 6 and
although informal campaigning
is already well under way, the for-
mal race would probably start in
early April. Although the election

heightofthe economic crisis, was
replaced this year by a feeling of
some satisfaction that a modest
recovery ii under way butuncer-
tainty about the way forward and
how banks should respond.
Deutsche Bank chief Execu-
tive Josef Xckermann told an
AP-sponsored closing panel
that the worst of the financial
and economic crisis had been
managed “quite successfully”
but decision-makers now had
a tough choice: “Should we take

seems likely to be dominated by
the economy, Iraq could still play
a role for some voters, according
to experts. “It’s not going to be a
decisive issue but there’s no doubt
at all that it’s now a background

more risk, be a creative force for
growth, or should we focus on
security?”

Peter Sands, the CEO ofBrit-
ain’s Standard Chartered Bank,
said at the panel that the right
balance must be struck “between
making a safer banking system
and a financial system that can
support the sort of dynamism
and growth in job creation.”

“Get it wrong one way and
we risk a new crisis; get it wrong
the other way and we’ll take the

hum in the build-up to the elec-
tion and will reinforce certain
impressions,” political commen-
tator Steve Richards told BBC
television Friday. “Ifpeople think
this government is full of liars,

steam out of the recovery and
reduce the chances of creating
new jobs,” he said.

At the same time, Sands said,
everyone must have “a degree of
humility about what we actually
know, and how confident we can
be, that the ideas we’re going to
putin place are going to have the
consequences that we thought
they were going to have.” At
Davos, the pendulum swings
between a focus on the economy
and other global issues.

that will be reinforced.” Some key
members ofBlair’s administration
at the time of the invasion remain
in power. As well as Brown, there
is Jack Straw, foreign secretary in
2003 and now justice secretary.

Haiti detains Americans taking kids across border

TEN American Baptists were
being held in the Haitian capi-
tal yesterday after trying take 33
children out of Haiti at a time; of
growing fears over possible child
trafficking.

The church members, most
from ldaho, said they were trying
to rescue abandoned and trau-
matized children. But officials
said they lacked the proper docu-
ments when they were arrested
Friday night in a bus along with
children from 2 months to 12
years old who had survived the
catastrophic earthquake.

The group said its “Haitian
Orphan Rescue Mission” was an
effort to help abandoned children
by taking them to an orphanage
across the border in the Domini-

can Republic.

“In this chaos the government
is in right now we werejust trying
to do the right thing,” the group’s
spokeswoman, Laura Silshy, told
The Associated Press at the judi-
cial police headquarters in the
capital, where the Americans
were being held pending a Mon-
day hearing before ajudge;

The children, some of them
sick and dehydrated, were taken
to an orphanage run by Austrian-
based SOS Children’s Villages,
which was trying to find their
parents or close relatives, said a
spokesman there, George Willeit.

“One child, an 8- or 9-year-
old, said she thought she was
going to some sort of summer or
vacation camp in the Dominican

Republic,” Willeit said.

The Baptist group planned to
scoop up 100 kids and take them
by bus toa45-room hotel at Caba-
rete, abeach resort in the Domini-
can Republic, that they were con-
verting into an orphanage, Silsby
told the AP.

Whether they realized it or
not, these Americans — the first
known to be taken into custody
since the Jan. 12 quake — put
themselves in the middle ofa fire-
storm in Haiti, where government
leaders have suspended adoptions
amid fears that parendess or lost
children are more vulnerable than
ever to child trafficking.

The quake apparently
prphaned many children and left
others separated from parents,

adding to the difficulty ofhelping
children in need while preventing
exploitation of them.

Silsby, 40, of Boise, Idaho,
was asked ifshe didn’t consider it

naive to cross the border without
adoption papers at a time when
Haitians are so concerned about
child trafficking. “By no means
are we any part of that.
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Malaysian couple fined
buffalo over affair

A tribal court in Malaysia’s Sabah
State on Borneo island has fined
a man and his lover four buffalo
and a pig for having an extramari-
tal affair, a report said yesterday.
The pair were convicted by the
Penampang Native Court after the
man’s wife lodged a complaint, the

Star newspaper said. The wife said
her husband and the woman were
living together and were caught in
shorts and sarong when she con-
fronted them.

Judge William Sampil said
the court had found evidence
of an intimate affair despite

their defence as being just “best
friends.” The judge ordered the
man and his lover to pay compen-
sation"of four buffalo, a pig and a
fine 012,000 ringgit (586 dollars).
Indigenous people make up less
than one percent of Malaysia’s 28
million population.

Pastoraccused ofpulling gun on sonatchurch

THE son of a well-known Alcoa
pastor has taken out an order
of protection against his father,
claiming he was threatened with
a gun during an argument at a
church over fris lack of church
attendance.

The order of protection was

filed by 32-year-old Michael
Louis Colquitt against 60-year-
old Joe Colquitt, pastor of St. John
Missionary Baptist Church.

The younger man told police
his father pulled out a handgun
when they met at the church to
discuss church attendance. He

told officers his father pointed the
gun at him and threatened to kill
him, his wife and family.

Joe Colquitt declined to com-
ment when contacted by The
Daily Times ofMaryville. A Feb. 4
hearing was set in Blount County
General Sessions Court.

Polish priest checks fingerprints for attendance

A Polish priest has installed an
electronic reader in his church
for schoolchildren to leave their
fingerprints in order to moni-
tor their attendance at mass, the
Gazeta Wyborcza daily said at the
weekend.

The pupils will mark their fin-
gerprints every time they go to
church over three yearsand ifthey
attend 200 masses they will be
freed from the obligation of hav-
ing to pass an exam prior to their
confirmation, the paper said.

“This is comfortable. We don't
have to stand in a line to get the
priest’s signature (confirming
our presence at the mass) in our
confirmation notebooks,” said
one pupil, who gave her name as
Karolina.
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Chicken plays chicken with
drivers on busy street

A chicken playing chicken?
That’s what’s happening on a
busy Glendale street where a
black hen has been dodging
cars, captors and coyotes for two
months.

Officials say the bird has been

darting into traffic outside Glen-
dale Community College since it
was first reported November 20.
The chicken has drawn a
growing crowd ofphotographers
and journalists as animal control
officers struggle to catch it.

A black hen is shown at Glendale Community College in Glendale,

Califonia.
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FEDERAL COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ZARIA

P.MB. 1041, ZARIA, KADUNASTATE

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY EDUCATION POST

BASIC PROJECT (STEP-B PROJECT)
(CREDIT N0.4304-UNI)

Invitation for Bids (IFB)
(STEP-B PROJECT)

SUPPLY OF CHEMICALS TO CHEMISTRY LABORATORY,
FEDERAL COLLEGE OF EDUCATION, ZARIA

1. This Invitation for Bids follows the General Procurement Notice for this Project that
appeared in Development Business, issue no. 591 of 2nd July, 2007.

2. The Government ofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria has received a credit from
the International Development Association toward the cost of Science and
Technology Education Post Basic Project, and intends to apply part ofthe proceeds
ofthis credit to payments under the Contract for the Supply of chemicals, reagents
and equipmentto Chemistry Laboratory, Federal College of Education, Zaria.

3. The Federal College of Education, Zaria participating in the implementation of
the Science and Technology Education Post Basic Project, now invites sealed
bids from eligible and qualified bidders for the supply of the following:

Lot Description Quantity Bid Security  Delivery Location
period

Glassware/Apparatus  Various At least 90 days FCE,Zaria
2.5% of bid
price

Laboratory Equipment Various At least 2,5% 90 days FCE.Zaria
of bid price

Chemicals & Reagents Various At least2.5% 90 days FCE,Zaria
of bid price

Evaluation will be done on lot-by-lot basis and discount for one or more lots will
be considered during evaluation.

4. Bidding will be conducted through the National Competitive Bidding (NCB), a
procedure specified in the World Bankis Guidelines: Procurement under IBRD
Loans and IDA Credits, and is open to all bidders from Eligible Source Countries
as defined in the Guidelines. t

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from: The Project
Manager, STEP-B Office, Federal College of Education, Zaria at the address
below and inspect the Bidding Documents from 11:00am to 4:00pm Mondays to
Fridays, excepton public holidays.

6. Qualifications requirements include:
* Evidence of previous supply of similar Chemicals and Reagents in the last 5
years.
* Audited Financial Statements for the last 3 years to demonstrate the financial
capability of the Bidder in terms of Profitability and adequate working capital.
A margin of preference for eligible national contractors shall not be applied;
Additional details are provided in the Bidding Documents.

7. A complete set of Bidding Documents in English may be purchased by interested
bidders on the submission of a written Application to the address below and upon
payment of a non refundable fee of N10.000.00 (Ten Thousand Naira) only or 84
USD (Eighty Four US Dollars). The method of payment will be Bank Draft in favor
of STEP-B Project, Federal College of Education, Zaria. The Bidding Documents
will be collected by the representative of the Bidder or by courier services on
request.

8. Bids must be delivered to the address below atorbefore2200pmon1** March,
2010. Electronic bidding will not be permitted. Bids will
be opened in the presence of the bidders! representatives, who choose to attend
in person at the address below at 2:00pm on 1* March, 2010. All bids must be
accompanied by a Bid Security of at least 2.5% of the Bid Price in Naira or an
equivalent amount in a freely convertible currency.

9. The address referred to above is:
The Project Manager,
Science and Technology Education Post Basic Project,
Federal College of Education,
Zaria,
Kaduna State
Nigeria.
E-mail: stepb_fcoezaria@yahoo.com
Tel: 08032894966, 08057268404, 08033773604

% Signed
STEP-B Project Manager
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APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION INTO PRELIMINARY
PROGRAMME IN FRENCH AND ARABIC FOR THE
2009/2010 ACADEMIC SESSION

Kaduna State University is organizing a one
year preliminary programme in French and
Arabic to prepare candidates for entry into the
degree programmes.

Applications are therefore invited from suitably
qualified candidates for admission into any of
these two programmes.

1. ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS:
French: Candidates must possess at least
5 O’ Level credits in SSCE or NECO
including English Language.

Arabic: Candidates must posses at least 3 O’ level

credits and two passesin SSCE or NECO.

e In addition to the above requirements,
all prospective candidates are required
to register and sit for the 2010 - 2011
Unified Tertiary 'Matriculation
Examination (U.T.M.E).

2. METHOD OFAPPLICATION:
Application for admission into either of
these programmes will be conducted on-
line through the KASU Website
(www .kasu.edu.nql.

The on-line application will be by the
purchase of a pin card at Unity Bank
Pic Bakori House Ahmadu Bello Way,
Kaduna, Zaria and Kafanchan Main
Branches atthe costofN2,100.00 only.

Sales of forms on-line will commence
on Monday, 1st February, 2010 and
end on Monday, 15th February,
2010 .
NB:

The University is not obliged to entertain

any complaints or correspondence for the

rejection ofany application.

gap
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Small & Medium
Enterprises
Development
Agency of
Nigeria

INTERNAL ANR: EXTERNALVACANCIES ANNOUNCEMEN.T

The Small & Medium Enterprises Development Agency of Nigeria (SMEDAN) was
established by an ACT of the National Assembly to coordinate, promote and
facilitate the developmentof micro, smalland medium enterprises In Nigeria.

Th# Agency is hereby inviting applications from candidates suitable, qualified and
competentforappointmentintovarious positions as follows:

DIRECTOR (GL 17) ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY AND
INFRASTRUCTURE (ET&I)
JOB TITLE: Head (Engineering Technology & Infrastructure
REPORTING TO: Director- General (SMEDAN)
DyiieS& RISPONSieillllES:
a Programme implementation in respect of bridging technological gaps of
micro, small and medium enterprise (MSMEs}:
Set objectives, goals, targets and plans for the department in line with the
mandate of the Agency;
Coordination of capacity building programme for entrepreneurs and
sustainable skills acquisition and upgrading;
Q Facilitation of access to infrastructure {duster/industrial park, etc)
O Linking of MSMEs to Research & Development resuldis.
BASIC QUALIFICATION
Q Candidates must possess a good firstdegree cr its equivalent with a
minimum of 2nd Class Honours (Lower Division) in  Engineering, Post
graduate training in any of the following field will be an added
advantage, Production Engineering, Industrial Engineering, Manufacturing
Engineering, Materials/Metallurgical Engineering and Agricultural Engineering
EXPERIENCIREQUJRED
Candidate must have a minimum of twenty (20) years pow-NYSC
cognate working experience and appreciable /verifiable experience in
MSME development and / or related activities.
Candidate should have full (Corporate) membership of Nigeria Society of
Engineers (NSE) for a minimum of fifteen (15) years and should be
registered by the Council for the Regulation of Engineering in Nigeria
(COREN) fora minimum of ten (10) years.
O Must demonstrate understanding of the MSME sector,
0O Candidates must not be above 50 years.
SKILLS AND COMPETENCES
Cadidates should have Trouble shooting skills, Excellent project management
skills. Strong numerical and technical ability, Good analytical and
presentation skills, Understand the ~ workings erfrelevant international
organizations and must be Computer literate.
Application for Director Engineering Position should be forwarded to;

sv.nfl
ENTERPRISE PROMOTION AND MANAGEMENT
JOB TITLE: Head (Enterprise Promotion and Management Department.)
RIEPQRTMGIQ: Director- General (SMEOAN)
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Implementation of MSME development programmes, projects and
schemes;
Promotion ofentrepreneurship and capacity building;
Facilitation of Management consultancy, counselling and allied services for
MSME promotionand development.
Promotion ofadvocacy and operating environmentissues.
Promotion and facilitation of enterprise, linkages, cooperation/networkig.
clustering and creditdelivery for MSME
Promotion and facilitation of markets and marketing forMSME products;
PK~*kx> ofInformatkmarx] businesssupportservices.
BASIC QUALIFICATION
". A good first degree or its equivalent in Social Sciences, Humanities,
Management and other Sciences with a minimum of 2nd Class Honours
(lower division).

Relevant Postgraduate degree will be an added advantage,
EXPERIENCIREQUIRED

u Candidate mosthaw a minimum of 20 years post-NYSC cognate working

oo oo oo

experience;
Excellent knowledge o flocal ami global M SM E dynamics, including fam iliarity with
appropriate wgulations, legislations, and operating environment:
Experience in financial institutions operations and management' micro ami small
business or consumer lending;

D A sound understanding ofthe MSME development strategies and comprehensive /
effective support systems;

~ Strong,ability to think strategically and holistieaSly and to appreciate the systemic
impact o fvarious economic policies, issues and solutionson M SME development;

0 Demonstrate commitment to ethical standards and high level o fintegrity.

D Candidates must not be above 50 years.

SKILLSAND COMPETENCES
Excellent project management skills, Good analytical aid presentation skills
Understand the workings of relevant international organizations and must be
Computer literate
Application for Director Enterprise Promotions Position should be forwarded to;
dir9ciQf@ 3mgdan,goyling

DIRECTOR (GL 17): PLANNING RESEARCH & COORDINATION

JOB TITLE: Head (Planning Research & Coordination Department)

REPORTING TO: Director-General (SMEDAN)

MSME Policy articulation, development and implementation:

Planning | Coordination of Agency's Programmes and activities,

Promotion of participation in sub-regional, regional and global initiatives and
cooperation on MSME development.

Sourcing and coordination of technical assistance and inter-Agency
cooperation;

Implementation of MSME sub-sectoral studies/surveys and promotion of
.private sector orgarttKrttorts, NGOs and trade groups;

Preparation of SMEDAN mandatory reports;
Custodian of Agency's Data/Statistics;
BASIC QUALIFICATION

Candidates must possess” good first degree or its equivalent with a
minimum of 2nd Class Honours (Lower Division) in Social Sciences,
Humanities &other Sciences. Post graduate degree will be an added
advantage. /
EXPERIENCE REQUIRED
D Candidate must have a minimum of twenty (20) years post-NYSC

cognate working experience;

a Should possess the ability to drive unaided, a target based and policy driven
planning department;

fl  Ability to interface with mutti-iatera! development partners for MSME
development;

D should be versatile in planning and must have hands-on experience in
MSME development planning

P Mustdemonstrate understanding of the MSME sector.

Q Strong ability » think strategically and holistically and to appreciate the s\ siemic
impact o fvarious economic policies, issues and solutions on MSME development.

0 Candidates must not be above 50 years.

SKILLS AND COMPETENCE

Understand workings of relevant international organizations, Excellent project

management skill. Good analytical and presentation skjl and must be Computer

literate.

Application for Director Panning Research and Coordination Position

should be forwarded to; directociasmedan.gov,ng

DIRECTOR :(GL 17) INSPECTORATE
jFifidTIIU;: Head (Inspectorate Department)
REPORTING TO: Director-General

DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES
The candidates shall assist the Director-General in attainment of the
objectives/mandate of the Agency
Monitorand Evaluate Agency's programmesand performance;
Compile reports from the variousoutreaches;
Provide guidance, supervision and supportto field officers;
Ensure compliance of MSMEs, BD SPs and other stakeholders to government
regulations;
Promotion ofstandardization and qualityassurance;

Candidates must possess a good first degree or its equivalent with a
minimum of 2nd Class ( lower Division) in Social Sciences, Humanities.
Management &other Sciences. Post-graduate degree will be an added
advantage.

D Candidate must havd a minimum of twenty (20) years post- NYSC

cognate working experience,
O Ability to interface with multi-lateral development partners for MSME
development;
Must have hands-on experience in MSME project monitoring/evaluation
Candidates must not be above 50 years,
SKILLS AND COMPETENCE
Understand workings of relevant international organizations. Excellent project
Management skitl, Good analytical and presentation skill and must be Compote’
literate
Application for Director Inspectorate Position should be forwarded to;
djrector@smedan.QQv.no
DIRECTOR: (GL 17) FINANCE AND ACCOUNTS
JOB TITLE: Head (Finance & Accounts Department)
Reporting to: Director-General (SMEDAN)
DUTIES * RESPONSIBILITIES;
Oversee the Agency's financial management system and Accounts
Budget preparation
Investment portfolio Management
Financial statement preparation
Sourcing and disbursement of funds
Revenue Management
BASIC QUALIFICATION
0 Candidates must possess a good first degree or its equivalent with a
minimum of 2nd Class flower division In any of the following disciplines .
Accounting, Social Sciences or Managements sciences;

0 Relevant post graduate degree will be an added advantage

OO gooo

D Candidate must have a minimum of twenty (20) years post NYSC

working experience;

0 Must be amemberof a recognized Accounting body.
Must have knowledge/experience of public sector Accounting for not M s
than 10 years
Must show ability to proactively manage the Finance and Account outfit
Must demonstrate understanding of the MSME sector

D Candidates must not be above 50 years.

Computer literacy, Excellent leadership and financial management sMt.
Understand workings of relevant international organization. Donor Agenoes anc
Ability to source and invest funds


mailto:jrector@smedan.QQv.no
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Application for Director Finance &Accounts Position should be forwarded to;

OmIcTORTot1 ADWNISTRATION AND HUMAN RESOURCES
JOB TITLE; Head (Administration& Human Resources Department)
REPORTING TO: Director-General (SMEDAN)

DUTIES & RESPONSIBILITIES:
ii Anchor administrative and Human Resources Management

O Careerdevelopment, Ste f Welfare and Establishment matters,
0 Provide operational requirements and other necessary support for
programme and protect implementation;
o0 Asset Management;
BASIC QUALIFICATION
0 Candidates must possess a good first degree or its equivalent with a
minimum of 2nd Class /tower credit in Social Sciences or Humanities;
0 Relevant Post graduate degree will be an added advantage
EXPERIENCE REQUIRED <
n Candidate must have a minimum of twenty (20) years post-graduation

cognate working experience;

Must be a member of a recognized management body;

Must show ability to implement/process all necessary requirement for smooth
execution ofthe Agency’s programmes;

Must have in-depth knowledge and understanding of Federal CM) Service Rules
and Regulations,

Must demonstrate understanding of the MSME sector

Should have minimum of 10 years Public Service experience;

Candidate must not be above 50 years

SKILLS AND COMPETENCE

Computer literacy, Excellent leadership quality focusing on impact and result and
Strong initiative taker with capacity to move complex processes forward.
Application for Director Administration* Human Resources Position should be

forwarded to- directof @8msdandW»kBfl
CATEGORY B:

JOB TITTLE: DEPUTY DIRECTOR (GL. 16)

DEPARTMENT: ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY AND INFRASTRUCTURE
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
O The candidates shall assist the Director {Engineering Technology &
Infrastructure) in toe general administration of the Engineering. Technology
and infrastructure department

O Takecharge ofleading and supervising team/dMsion ashe/she maybe so assigned.
QUALIFICATIONSAND EXPERIENCE

0 Candidates must possess a good first degree or its equivalent with a minimum

of 2nd Class /lower credit to any of the following fields: Mechanical/Production
Engineering, Electrical/Electronic Engineering, Civil Engineering,
Materials/Metallurgical Engineering, Agricultural Engineering;

A minimum of eighteen years (18) post-NYSC cognate working experience
required;

Q The candidate Is expected to be registered wHh toe Nigerian Society of Engineers
(NSE) fora minimum of ten (10) years and registered,by COREN for a minimum of
eight (8) years;

Must be computer literate.

0O Candidate must not be above 50 years.

Application for Deputy Director Engineering should be forwarded to;
detxBrectorQ»medan.qov.nci
JOB TITLE: DEPUTY DIRECTOR (GL. 18)

DEPARTMENT: ENTERPRISE PROMOTION AND MANAGEMENT
DUTIESANDRESPONSIBIUTIES
D The candidate shall assist the Director (Enterprise Promotion) in the general
administration of toe department.
Q Takecharge Olsupervising team/divisionas he/she may be so assigned

QUALIFICAItQNSANPIXPIRIfNCE ] ) ) ]
o Candidates must possess a good first degree or its equivalent with a
minimum o» /no Mass / lower credit in *00following disciplines,

Social Sciences, Humanities, Management and other Sciences;
Possession of relevant post-graduate degree would be an added advantage;
A minimum of 18 years post-NYSC cognate working experience required;
Candidates must be computer literate;
Candidate must not be above 50 yews.
<Application for O&puty Director Entorptfso Promotion should tsforward to;

depdirectortffismedan.qov.ng
JOB TITLE: DEPUTY DIRECTOR (GRADE LEVEL 16)
DEPARTMENT: INSPECTORATE
PUTIS AMP RESPONSIBILITIES
0 The candidates shall assist toe Director (Inspectorate) in general
administration of the department.
D Takechargeofleading and supervising teem**te*on as he/she maybeso assigned.
QUALIFICATIONSANDEXPERIENCE
0 Candidatebscfmust possess a good first degree or its equivalent with a
minimum of zno arss PoREfet@h m nmofotiowing oiso*n"sY

Social Sciences, Humanities, Management/other Sciences;

Possession of relevant post- graduate degree will be an added advantage;
A minimum of 18 years post- NYSC cognate experience required;
Candidate must be computer literate.

Candidate must not be above 50 years

CAlfcSoHy tT* p’t*c’or should be forwarded to; ttesSactorifeHOtdiaj*YJB)

JOB TITLE: CHIEF X OFFICER (GRADE LEVEL 14)
. Accounts
It Administration

QUALIFICATIONS AMP EXPERIENCE.
O Candidates must possess a good first degree or its equivalent with a minimum
of2nd Class (lower Division) to the following disciplines:

Social Sciences, Management Sciences and Accounting
O Membership of a relevant professional body and possession of a Master's
degree would be an added advantage

ovyo O oo

S oo o

o o O

o

A minimum of 14 years post NYSC cognate experience required
0 Candidates must not be above 45 years.
Application for Chief Position should be forwarded to;

JOB TITLE: ASSISTANT CHIEF X OFFICER (GRADE LEVEL 13)
I ICT. ii. Enterprise, iii. Administration
QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE:
0O Candidates must possess a good first degree or its equivalent with a
minimum of 2nd Class Lower in toe following disciplines;
O  Computer Science/Computer Engineering, Social Sciences, Humanities and
Management Sciences;
0 Membership of relevant professional body and Master's Degree would be
an added advantage;
0 Aminimum of 12 years post graduation required;
Candidates must not be above 40 years.
Application for Assistant Chief Position should be forwarded to;

asstehief*smedan.aov.ng
PBINCIPALXOffICmtGBADEUYEKI2) ] ) ]
l, Enter(%rlse il. Administration lii. Accounts Iv. Engineering v. Information
QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE:
0 Candidates must possess a good first degree or its equivalent with a
minimum of 2nd Class tower in toe following disciplines:
Social Science. Management Science, Humanities, Accounting, Mass
Communication and Engineering;
Membership of relevant professional body and possession of Master’s degree
would be an added advantage.
0 Aminimum of 9 years post- NYSC cognate experience required
O Must be computer literate.
0 Candidates must not be above 40 years. '
Application for Principal X Officer Position should be forwarded to:

JOB TITLE; SENIOR X OFFICER (GRADE LEVEL 10)

i. _Enterprise ii. Engineering iii. Accounts iv. Administration v. Stores
QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE:

0 Candidates must possess a good first degree or its equivalent with a minimum

of 2* class lower division to the following disciplines:

0 Social Science, Engineering, Management Sciences, Accounting and Humanities

0 A minimum of 6 years post graduation required

0 Mustbe computer literate. .

Application for Senior X Officer Position should be forwarded to;

»enkg@»m*dan.9ov.ng
JOS TITLE:X OFFICER | (GRADE LEVEL 09)
DEPARTMENT:

I. Enterprise S. Engineering ill. Accounts iv. Administration v. Library vi. Legal

VH. Information
QUAUFICANQNSANg EXPERIENCE;

Candidates must possess a good first degree or its equivalent with a minimum
Cf2” dass/tower in toe Mowing disciplines:
0 Social Science, Engineering, Management, Accountfog, Humanities,
Mass Communication, Journalism, Library Science, LLB/BL

0 A minimum of post call-to-bar for legal Officer | and 3years post-

NYSC cognate working experience for other positions;

ri - Must be computer literate.

Agplication for Officer | Position should be forwarded to; offlcers@smedan.oov.na
JOB TITLE: CONFIDENTIAL SECRETARY (CS)
fAJttecu
CSigradelevel09and CS Ilé;rade level 08
QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE:
0 HND In Secretariat Studies at lower credit level from a recognized institution,
a A minimum of 3 years post graduation is required for grade level 09 while post
NYSC is required for grade level 08.

0 Mustbe Computer Literate ) .
Aggllcatlon for CS | and Il Position should be forwarded to; oMears(jtemedan.aov.iM
JOB TITLE: X OFFICER N(GRADE LEVEL 08)

i.  Enterprise ii. Engineering iii. Accounts iv. Administration v. Information

QUALIFICATIONS AND EXPERIENCE;

0 Candidates must possess a good first degree or its equivalent with a minimum
of 2*class I‘ewer Division! in toe follow!na dtsciolines

0 Social Science*, Engineering, Management Sciences, Accounting, Humanities and
Mass Communication
O Aminimum of post-NYSC required

Application for Officer Il Position should be forwarded to; officersfflsmedan.ffov.nfi
CONDITIONS OF SERVICE
O The tenure forthe position of Director is for a maximum of 8 years in Bne with
Federal Government PoScy.

u Successful candidates could be posted toany part oftoe Country.

D Remunerationisas obtained Intoe Federal Public Service
CAMMPATESARETO NOTE THE FOLLOWING;

Curriculum Vitae and application should be forwarded t0 toe e-mail
appncaDHs 10 eaen posiuon using Microsoft wora.

O  Applicants who may not be able to apply on Hne should send their application and
Curriculum Vitae to;
The Director General
Smalland Medium Enterprises DevelopmentAgency
ofNigeria (SMEDAN)
35 Port-Harcourt Crescent,
OffGimbtyaStreet
Arm 11, Gorki If,
Abuja.

0, Applicantsshould notsubmit more than one application toavoid disqualification
The closing date for applications tssix (6) weeks from the date of this pubBcatton.

0 TheAgency reserves the righttoverify claims and documents submitted

Masr% Bg%ent
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'‘Nigeria may run
outofoilsoon’

By Hamisu Muhammad

THERE are fears that Nigeria may run
out ofoil and may be delisted from the
Organisation of Petroleum Exporting
Countries (OPEC), although Petro-
leum geologists assured that the coun-
try’s 30 billion barrel oil reserves will be
exhausted in 29 years time.

But General Manager, Planning,
National Petroleum Investment Man-
agement'Services (NAPIMS), an arm
ofthe NNPC, Victor Briggs warned on
Friday that without new investment,
“Nigeria will run out of oil soon. We
will no longer be on the list of OPEC
members because we will not be
exporting crude anymore”.

He explaiiled that at the moment
Nigeria is not investing in new oil
discoveries whereby all the revenues
from oil goes to the federation account
directly without reinvesting into oil
fields.
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He said the future ofNigeria’s oil lies on
three major factors which are: early pas-
sage of PIB, continued investment in new
oils and improved security in the Niger
Delta region.

He said: “Ifthe price ofcrude oil falls to
$30 per barrel and production reduces to
about 1.5 million per day that means gov-
ernment will not be able to pay cash calls.

“On the other hand ifthe current secu-
rity environment is sustained and even
improved and we are able to increase our
production to about 2.5 million bpd and
the price goes to US$1 OOpb we should be
looking atabout $62 billion revenue which
means we will be able to pay the cash calls
and even keep some monies for invest-
ment”.

He also said if passed into law, the
Petroleum Industry Bill(PIB) will up the
nation’s oil revenue by at least US$3 billion
(about N450 billion) annually.

“The PIB if passed immediately will
add a minimum of US$2 billion to the

Central (NGN)
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national treasury. The benefit can even hit
US$3 billion”, he said.

Briggs who was speaking at the work-
shop organised for the Membersf of the
Federation Account Allocation Commit-
tee (FAAC) on the activities of the oil and
gas industry said if the current crude oil
production is sustained with oil prices
at $60 a drum, Nigeria’s oil revenue will
increase from the estimated US$25 billion
to US$27 billion, when the Bill is passed
this year.

He said: “1fwe were to restore our shut
productions and actually grow production
the time to invest is now”.

The Minister of Petroleum Resources
Dr. Rilwan Lukman said the sooner the
passage of the new law the greater the rev-
enue to the nation’s coffers.

He said what the proposed law is try-
ing to achieve is to minimise cost of pro-
duction and maximise revenue like in any
other corporate entity.

- SBF®

BUYING

SELLING
DOLLAR oo cevreenmriansenee N152
=101 70 TN N210
POUNDS. ...ccoovrmrneereeesssnins N252
Souree SR BreuceGate WeZored Avja

For helicopter Flights to

HELICOPTERS
NnmdiAzikwe Airport, Abia
(g|<t2A8BME AR

231 /066563300

Utomi attributes
fuel scarcity to
bank loans

FROM Mohammed Shosanya,Lagos

CHAIRMAN of the Lagos Business School
Prof Pat Utomi has attributed the current
scarcity of fuel in the country to the strin-
gent measures by banks to grant loans to oil
marketers.

Utomi, who spoke to Daily Trust in Lagos
yesterday said the banking reform has enabled
some marketers to import product with caution
while some have since suspended same.

According to him, the current regime does
not pave way for the marketers to bring in prod-
uct as well as recoup their investment.

The Federal government through the
Petroleum Products Pricing Regullatory
Agency[PPPRA]had  penultimate  week

announced that it disbursed the sum ofN300bil-
lion as subsidy to oil marketers in the country
between August 2009 and January this year. The
agency also promised to disburse the outstand-
ing N27billion to the marketers soon.

But the former Presidential aspirant told our
correspondent that subsidy will not solve the
perennial fuel scarcity in the country.

He therefore advised the government to
encourage the establishment of more refineries
in the country to shore up the operation of the
four existing Refineries.

The current production capacity ofthe refin-
eries, according to the report of the Department
of Petroleum Resources[DPR],is 6.6%.

Utomi said one of the best measures to
encourage private investors in refinery is for
the Federal government to give them tax holiday.

Trust Index

Inflation --------------- 12%
GDP - - -> 6.90%
Budget ---------------- -> N3.1tr
External Reserves Acct >$42.47bn
Excess Crude Acct------------- > $6.7bn
Poverty Ratio------------------ > 54.4%
Interest Ratio > 6%
Banks > 24
Oil Price- ->$74 abarrel
Power Supply------ — >3,700MW
Qil output per day- >1.9mbd
Stock Market Index

Date: Friday, January29,20Id

Index: 22.594.90

Deal: 6,482

Volume: 489,175361

Value: N 2395,593,161.56

Cap.: N 5,441,587,631,842.03
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2.1 million people killed by
contaminated food annually7/

CONTAMINATED foods have been proven to be the cause of death ofat [east 2.1 million people globally and according to the interna-
tional Institute fonTropical Agriculture (IITA), Ibadan, developing countries lose billions of dollars annually to a particulartype offood
contaminant known as Aflatoxin which experts say they are about to phase out because ofthe developmentofa biocontrol drug by IITA
known as Aflasafe. Inthis interview, Mr. Ranajit Bandyophadhay, a pathologist with the institute speaks on thejourney that led to the
development of Aflasafe and how to end Aflatoxin contamination in Africa among other issues.

ByTina A. Hassan

TELL us about your work at
IITA

| am a plant pathologist, and
one of my main responsibilities
is how to manage plant diseases.
The other isto ensure food safety.
This is so because 2.1 million
people die by contaminated food
every year.

What about your work on bio-
control?

This isone ofthe most exciting
projects that | have ever had. The
work on biocontrol is on a toxin
found on maize and peanuts called
Aflatoxins. The toxin causes a lot
ofharm to people’s health and also
makes farmers sell their products
at lower prices. So, the loses are
both in terms of health and trade.
What | am trying to do is to man-
age the Aflatoxins using a holistic
approach,- such as using resistant
varieties, better crop management
practices, and also the biological
control method.

What is unique about your bio-
control work?

One thing that isunique is that
we are using the natural resources
from Nigeria to manage an eco-
nomic and medical problem. We
are making use of nontoxic fungi
to eliminate the harmful fungi
(Aflatoxins).

What are Aflatoxins?
Aflatoxins are harmful chemi-
cals thatare produced by afungus

called Aspergillus Flavus.

The fungi produce toxins in
maize, peanuts, and generally
grains. When people eat them, it
harms them and causes diseases
such as liver cancer and kwash-
iorkor, among others. Worst still,
farmers cannot sell their products
at the premium price.*

What makes you keen aboutbio-
control?

It is one of the strongest com-
ponents of the holistic approach.
If we can have the biocontrol
approach adopted by farmers,
most of the problems concern-
ing Aflatoxins which they face
during postharvest will be greatly
reduced.

Do you see IITA in the position
to offer the biocontrol option to
farmers?

Absolutely yes. The reason is
that we actually started with good
science and that science has given
birth to a new product which the
farmers are willing to use.

Tell us about this product.

The product is “Aflasafe”. We
coined the name Aflasafe. When
farmers use the product on their
farms, they would produce grains
that are free from Aflatoxins.

Did you face any challenge in
developing the product?

The first challenge was devel-
oping the product itself. The fresh
challenge now is howto get a large
manufacturing firm to begin mas-

sive production, advocacy, and
awareness so that it gets to the
farmers.

Have any of them show interest
so far?

We made a presentation to the
Minister ofHealth, Prof. Babatunde
Osotimehin, and he was so excited
about the product. We also did a
field deployment and the farmers
were also very happy about it.

Who are your partners in this
work?

Kano gets Nlbn fish market

From Rugayyah Yusuf Aliyu, Kano

GOVERNOR of Kano State
Malam Ibrahim Shekarau has laid
the foundation of a modern fish
market at Unguwa Uku in.Kano
metropolis. The market is esti-
mated to cost N 1billion.

Speaking at the ceremony,
Shekarau said the fish market,
whose project is based on a Public
Private Partnership in which the
state government provided the
land while an indigenous com-
pany, Nigerian Brick and Clay
Products will put in place the
structure, is aimed at providing
a conducive atmosphere for fish
business in the state.

The market, he said, will be in

tune with modernity as all facili-
ties such as shops, cold rooms, a
fish pond, public conveniences
and utilities, a bank, Police out-
post, a restaurant, parking lot,
conference hall, amosque and an
administrative block will be put
in place.

Shekarau said his adminis-
tration is determined to boost
commercial activities by creating
the enabling environment and
improving internally generated
revenue in the state.

Also speaking, the states
Commissioner for Commerce,
Industries and Cooperatives
Alhaji Ahmad Ibrahim Yakasai
said the market which is the first
of its kind in the country is to be

completed within 15 months.

Yakassai further said the
market when completed will
bring together all categories of
fish retailers as well as other
related trades which are now
scattered around Galadima road
and other locations within the
metropolis.

On his part, Chairman of
the partnering company, Kano
Bricks and Clay Products Ltd,
Alhaji Ahmad Rufa’i Muhammad
said the project will be funded
with a bank loan after which the
2,244 shops would be leased or
sold to fish business persons in
the state. He pledged a qualita-
tive work and timely completion
of the project.
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Many organizations and peo-
ple >vere involved in this work.
They include the African Agri-
cultural Technology Foundation
(AATF), National Agency for
Food and Drug Administration
and Control, farmers, United
States Department of Agricul-
ture, US Agency for International
Development, Prof Peter Cotty,
Dr Joseph Atehnkeng, and sev-
eral others.

How were you able to handle
these partners?

Every partner is a unique
entity but one thing important is
to build trust. Once that is done,
the partnership gets smooth.

Research wise, what are you
future plans?

My future plan is to get this
product used on at least one mil-
lion hectares. | intend to put all
my efforts to see that this prod-
uct is used for the benefit of the
farmers in general and women
and children who are more vul-
nerable to Aflatoxins!

Rubber farmers seek collaboration

with Delta govt

MR Emmanuel Onosayohwo,
Chairman, Rubber Farmers
Association, Delta Chapter, has
appealed for more collaborative
efforts with the states Ministry
of Agriculture to boost rubber
farming.

Onosayohwo told the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
Asaba that members of the asso-
ciation were in possession of
more than 1,000 hectares of cul-
tivatable land for the 2010 plant-
ing season.

He said that rubber farmers in
Delta were ready to partner with
the state government to resusci-
tate rubber farming.

The chairman appealed to the

Delta Ministry of Agriculture and
Natural Resources to assist the
association with subsidised rub-
ber stumps.

Onosayohwo also said that
rubber farmers in Delta required
access to loans and vehicles.

According to him, small farm
holdings are vital to the develop-
ment ofany agricultural project in
any nation.

He said that the abandonment
of small rubber holdings due to
the oil boom quickened the col-
lapse of the rubber industry.

He said that the rubber indus-
try was a major employer of
labour in the 1950s and 1960s in
the area: (NAN).
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Micro banks, macro problems

BylibrinAbubakar

WHAT is happening to the N50 bil-
lion funds pumped into the Micro

Finance Banks by the Federal Gov- .

ernment? What is happening to
the $8.4million grant to the sector
by the World Bank? What is hap-
pening to the 1.0 per cent funding
requirement of the MFBs from the
annual budgets of the three tiers of
government? Why are small banks
charging high interest rates like
those in the universal banks and
why are they also asking for collat-
eral in contravention ofthe policy?

The policy was introduced by
the then President Olusegun Oba-
sanjo government on December
15, 2005 and became operational
onJanuary 1,2008. Todaythere are
over 800 micro banks in the coun-
try, including unregistered ones,
with the South West having the
largest share 0f40.5per cent. Oth-
ers are: South South 14.3 per cent,
South East 21.2 per cent, North
West 6.9 per cent, North Central
12.9 per cent and North East 4.1
per cent.

It would be recalled that to
stimulate the flow offinancial serv-
ices to Nigeria’s rural areas, gov-
ernment had introduced differ-
ent credit programmes and poli-
cies targeted at the poor. Some of
these policies were: Rural Banking
programme, Sectoral Allocation
of Credits, concessionary Inter-
est Rate, the Agricultural Credit
Guarantee Scheme(ACGS), the
establishment of the Nigerian
Agricultural and Cooperative
Bank Limited(NACB), the National
Directorate ofEmployment(NDE),
the Nigerian Agricultural Insur-
ance Corporation(NAIC), the
Peoples Bank of Nigeria(PBN),
the Community Banks,(CBs)and
the Family Economic Advance-
ment Programme(FEAP). In the
year 2000, government merged the
NACB and the PBN to form the
Nigerian Agricultural Cooperative
and Rural Development Bank Lim-
ited (NACRDB). Italso created the
National Poverty Eradication Pro-
gramme (NAPEP) with the man-
date of providing financial services
to fight poverty in the country.

All these poverty eradication
related policies, commentators
say have not produced the desired
result as they suffer weak institu-
tional capacity, weak capital base,
huge un-served-markets and could
not generate employment for the
poor. For instance, successive gov-
ernments were aware that there
exists a huge untapped potential at
the rural levels and that the com-
munity banks designed to fill the
gaps have failed because of the
problems of low capitalization and
isolated mode of operation.

Therefore, the new micro
finance banks were crafted to get
enough funding and to disburse
same at ease to the micro entre-
preneurs. But three years down the
line, the operators of the scheme
are complaining ofbeing stifled of
funding by the government They
say the N50billion earmarked by
the Umaru Musa Yaradua admin-
istration has not reached some

of them. They say only six banks
are currently benefitting from the
$8.4million World Bank grant.
These six banks are said to have up
to 800,000 active clients, including
50,000 active borrowers; ditto the
0.1 per cent funding by the federal,
states and the local governments.

Consequently, the three features
of simplicity of operation; absence
ofasset based collateral and small-
ness of loans advanced which dis-
tinguish MFBs from other finan-
cial products are gradually being
eroded.

Perhaps more worrisome is the
fact that regulators are unable to
locate some of the micro finance
banks. Recently the Nigeria
Deposit Insurance Corporation
(NDIC) raised alarm that it is over-
whelmed by the number of MFBs
inthe country, asituation which has
made the supervision ofthe subsec-
tor very difficult

A DeputyDirectorinNDIC Mr.
Jacob Afolabi said in Kaduna that
unlike the regular deposit money
banks, the NDIC does notknowthe
location of all the existing microfi-
nance banks, a situation that has
made monitoring and supervision
difficult

He said: “Even when we write
them letters, some of the mails are
returned undelivered. We cannot
locate some of these microfinance
banks because oftheir wide spread
across the country” He decried the
lowcompliance with regulations by
operators in the sector.

According to him, the NDIC
is supposed to conduct ofF-sight
monitoring on a monthly basis to
regulate developments in the sector,
but that only 50 per cent of opera-
tors comply with regulations that
make that possible.

In order to safeguard the inter-
est of depositors, he said NDIC is
working on a system of identify-
ing functional and non-functional
microfinance banks.

Another problem bedeviling
the MFBs is the proliferation of
unlicensed banks who fleece the
unsuspecting public. Last year, the
Central BankofNigeria, onatip off,
was able to detect some in Lagos
and the perpetrators are being
broughttobook

But the CBN has assured that it
swouldsoon focus its searchlight on
the operators to avert impending
collapse ofthe system.

But industry players have
warned that,if the CBN were to
adopt the same yardstick it used
for the universal banks to MFBs,
the sector may eventually collapse
because ofthe unprecedented level
ofrot.

Nigerians are beginning to
develop cold feet in their relations
with MFBs. This is because they
now look like community banks.
In Kaduna, recently, depositors of
Integrated Micro Finance Bank
invaded the bank over their depos-
its but the bank could not pay so
it closed shop temporarily and its
managers took to their heels.

The problem of liquidity and
the non-repayment ofloans by cus-
tomers has been a major threat to
the sector. Poor and economically
active people are also complain-
ing that they have not been able
to access loans from these small
banks. They say they are being
asked of collateral as those in the
universal banks.

Managing Director of Future
Growth MFB Mr. Peter Edoki said
thatsome customers may be denied
access to credit facilities if the via-

bility of the business proposal for
which the loan is meant for is ques-
tionable. In the same vein, Manag-
ing Director of Opengate MFB Mr.
Nurain Yusufsaid that the notion
that MFBs charge high interest rate
and lay emphasis on collateral is
false. “We emphasize on trust and
confidence, rather than collateral.
Our interest rate is negotiable and
competitive”

But another operator who
sought anonymity told this paper
that because the level of default-
ingsome micro finance banks have
started asking for collateral on loans
that are up to N500.000.

Meanwhile, Managing Director
ofHasal Micro Finance Bank Rog-
ers Nwoke said another problem
ofthe sector is lack of skilled man
power. He said most of the players
are not trained. He therefore advo-
cated for a training institution for
operators to enable them shore up
their skillsand knowledge ofmicro
financing.

The good news perhaps is that
the CBN Governor Sanusi Lamido
Sanusi announced at the banks’
fourth Micro Finance Confer-
ence penultimate week in Abuja
that training and examinations
are under way for the MFBs’ chief
executives, warning that any of
them who fail the CBN exam will
be shown the way out. He revealed
that the apex bank had begun the
review ofthe microfinance policies
as well as an audit ofthe banks.

The Governorobserved that the
micro banks were already facing
challenges on inadequate funding,
poor corporate governance, poor
risk management and investment
mismatch.

Perhaps the mother ofall obsta-
clesconfronting efforts to revive the

But given the problems facing the sector, observers doubt ifthe objec-
tives ofestablishing the Micro Finance Banks can be achieved by 2020.
For now the chorusamong Nigerians is that the benefit ofthe pro-
gramme is yet to trickle down. Experts fear operators and regulators
might have lost the script Yet, they say the CBN s effort to reform the
policy and policing the reforms is in the right direction.

micro credit scheme and growing
small businesses has been identi-
fied by the CBN Governor him-
self when he appeared before the
National Assembly before his con-
firmation. The Governor had said:
You create new industries with
power. The small scale industries
we are talking about cannot sur-
vive without power. All of us grew
up in villages where people have
grinding machines, in a village
where a woman has deep freezer
and by simple selling ice water;
she is able to pay electricity bills
and pay freed herself and her
family. We are reducing poverty
rate, no cottage industry can sur-
vive without power.”

The set target of the micro
banks is to among other things
cover the poor which constitutes
the majority of Nigerians. Cur-
rently, the formal financial sector
provides services to about 35 per
cent of the economically active
population while the remain-
ing 65 per cent are excluded
from access to financial services.
Hence, the process, according to
its exponents, will lead to reduced
unemployment and poverty;
increase the share of micro credit
as percentage of total credit to
the economy from 0.9 per centin
2005 by 5 per cent to 20 per cent
in 2020, and the share of micro
credit as percentage of GDP from
0.2 per cent in 2005 to at least 5
per cent in 2020; enhance women
access to financial services by 5
per cent annually; and promote
the participation of at least two
thirds of state and local govern-
ment in micro credit by 2015.

But given the problems fac-
ing the sector, observers doubt
if the objectives of establishing
the Micro Finance Banks can be
achieved by 2020. For now the
chorus among Nigerians is that
the benefit of the programme is
yet to trickle down. Experts fear
operators and regulators might
have lost the script. Yet, they say
the CBN’s effort to reform the
policy and policing the reforms
is in the right direction.



Nigeria has the highest population of stammerers in\West Africa.
There are over 300,000 such children under the age offive inthe
country, but only few speech therapists to attend to them.

8y Lami Sadiq

T was in 2003 and an election semester at the Obafemi
Awolowo University. Ibrahim Olajide was one ofthe contend-
ersthatyeirvying for the post ofpublic relations officer (PRO)

is more common among boys than girls. Even though stuttering
is not a deformity, but an impediment, most people often laugh
at them, taking them for granted , and even go as far as ignoring
them, forgetting that there are many people who, despite their stut-
ter, havebecome famous. In fact the first thing that should come to

in his department. As a third year English student, it was imporene’s mind as a stutterer ,is that you are in illustrious company, for

tant to go down all the different levels and deliver a manifesto. So
>na Monday morning Ibrahim set out with a few of friends and

sansmates. They decided to start with the mostjunior class in the

mpartment, the 100 level class or the Jambites, as they were often

ailed. Dressed in his clean trousers, shirt and polished shoe, he
stepped into the class. The students were already used to one or
rwo senior students coming to seek their mandates with all sorts of
promises, so they were prepared for Ibrahim, and even knew what
to expect as his posters had already decorated the school campus
since the beginning ofthe semester, welcoming students back from
the long break. He stepped in front ofthe class and started making
Sis speech. Everything was going well, until he noticed the stare
directed at him.Then he began to panic and before he knew it, he
,vas babbling and the stutter came in full force “ \We are trytrytry-
irying to make chanchanchanchanges around our camcamcam-
campus”.Then the boo started and he expected it.At the same time,
paper balls were thrown at him, as the boo grew louder. But what
worried Ibrahim more were the different reactions he saw on the
‘aces of the students. Not everyone was booing or throwing stuff
it him, not everyone was laughing .But their sad eyes worried him
mbrwhat he sawwas pity, and that was even worse than the booing.

Ihat was a nasty and embarrassing experience for a now
stutter free Ibrahim Olajide, 7 years after his public fiasco.
Interestingly enough, he actually won the election because

e didn't let his condition dictate who he could be, and what he
could do with his life.

Stuttering known to be the most wide spread and obvious
speech disorder is often caused by anxiety. According to the stut-
tering Association of Nigeria,(SAN) Nigeria alone has more stut-
ters than the entire West African region, and over 300,000 children
under the age of 5 are affected with stuttering. There is a higher
percentage of men than women worldwide. Long term stuttering

history has it that famous people like Winston Churchill, Marilyn
Monroe, Sir Isaac Newton who discovered the law of gravity, and
Charles Darwin, the father of evolution, suffered from stutter-
ing. Interestingly, Darwin’s grandfather, Erasmus, also suffered
from the same condition which makes one wonder if the condi-
tion is a genetic one. According to Dr Ahmed Sufyan, a medical
practitioner with the Federal Medical Centre Azare, “People who
stutter have higher levels of social anxiety, which is more likely
a consequence rather than a cause, and are more likely to have a
family member who has stuttered”

ut whether genetic or not, some say the secret to overcom-
ing ones stutter is to speak slowly, word by word and gather
alot ofselfconfidence, since the disorder is known to lower
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OVER 300,000 children under the age of 5 in Nigeria are affec

ence ,shejust kept begging and cajoling until the 20 year old reluctal
agreed. She was obviously in a terrible mood, but when she got cq
fortable, she revealed that her parents had denied her an opportun
to travel to Jigawa state for awedding. It really took a lot of patienc

have a discussion with Amina, being a 100 level student of physic

the Kano State University of Technology, Amina said she started sti

mering along time ago while she wasin primary school. Accordinl
her, “I used to imimimimitate my friend who used to stamstamstJ
stammer” and since then shejoined the illustrious group ofstamml
For Amina, there is no reason why she can’'t marry a stutterer as f

selfesteem. “I was always conscious of my stutter and knew | hadself has a lot of suitors, who don’t mind her stammering disorl

a problem. So | decided to work on myselfby taking my time
to talk. | never rush myself, and won't let anyone rush me” said
Ibrahim Olajide.

“Whawhawhat do you nenened my name for” said tall, beauti-
ful Amina. It's been a tough task locating female stammerers, so
even when Amina said she wasn’tgoing to grant the reporter audi-

But one mystery that beats the imagination is that Amina never stif
gles to recite the Holy Quran, it only takes the best of her whencs
she becomes emotional about certain issues.

That may explain Joyce Ango’s revelation about only stutterini
public. Accordingto her, “I noticed that | don’t stustustustutter wh|
ever | speak to myselfout loud, | only stutter whenever I'm afafafl

According to the Stuttering Association of Nigeria,(SAN)
Nigeria a one has more stutters than the entire West African -
region, and over 300,000 children under the age of5 are

affected with stuttering.
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fafraid or tense, or when speaking in the company of strangers.”

ven for recovering stammers or those that have healed and
lack traces of the condition, it sometimes creeps back in,
depending on their feeling. For Mr Andrew, the meeting he

experimented with weed to help him escape the embarrassment
his stutter could have caused him at the end ofa class presenta-
tion. “It felt good then, because | stood in front of the class and
made my prepreprepresentation without any fear or tension and
| even got an applause at the end of the presentation”. Even as he

was attending was heated and everyone seemed to be talking attpeke, there were traces ofthe disorder, as some words were being

same time.lt seemed no one was ready to listen to the others point
ofview. It had been going on for about 3 hours, yetan agreement
was far from being reached. He was upset, tired and had flown in
from Kano to attend the meeting. Yet it seemed he was going to
have a long day. He felt angry and needed to put a stop to all the
argument, confusion and noise they were generating. But when
he opened his mouth to speak, all that came out was “stostostoop”
.The argument continued as no one heard or paid attention to him.
His anger swelled and he hit his fist on the table loudly, standing
up with a shout “shoshoshott up, all of youyouyouyouo”. That was
when he got their attention. They all stopped and looked up at him,
traces of sweat already forming on his fore head. He could see their
reactions, the feeling embarrassed him, because he knew what he
saw in their eyes were looks of disbelief. He was sure they were
subconsciously asking themselves “is he a stammerer?”

“Since then I've been back to my normal stutter free self, | don’t
stammer anymore.But once in a while it comes back when I'm
angry” said Mr Andrew.

stutter, but that can only last a few hours, as it gives them
the confidence they need to speak in a crowd without the
dreaded repetition ofsounds or words. Adang Kevin says he once

The use of drugs have helped some people overcome their

repeated while others get blocked for a few seconds.But he even-
tually let them out, and says he is now confident about himself,
and doesn’t mind that he stutters, for people have learnt to accept
him the way he is.
y

CC I started stamstamstammering as a'child and | can’t remember

ever not being a stammer” said Alhaji Ibrahim Mai Adiko, a

business man in Central market Kaduna. “As a child, | suf-
fered from the effect and the consequences it had on me, my edu-
cation and selfesteem. Everyone laughed at me in schschschoool,
and I had avery difficult childhood .especially since 1was the only
stammerer in afamily of 13.” But Alhaji Mai Adiko hasJearntto live
and appreciate his stutter ,and even sees itas ablessing in disguise,
since it only challenged him to concentrate on the business talent
he possessed. He now owns a mega shop in central market Kaduna
where he sells wrappers and veils of exotic qualities.

“Why take the risk?” said Ifeoma Onochie “I can’t marry a
stammer because my children may stammer, | hear its hereditary
and | have come across a father and son that both stammer” she
said. “We don’t even have speech therapists , that can help the
children in this country, so | can't take that risk.”

Speech therapists help a lot, but their absence in Nigeria only
indicates with what seriousness the disorder is being addressed,

which makes it even harder for a stutterer to
improve fluency. In a paper tided “the absence of
modern speech therapy in Nigeria” Mr Adeyemi
Akintunde states, “The lack ofdesignated depart-
ments atany level ofthe country’s health educa-
tion care institutions, for speech and communi-
cation disorder, can be pinpointed as the reason
why there is no modern speech therapy in the
country.” The work ofspeech therapists requires
alot ofpatience and compassion,as progress may
be slowand halting. Ifyou have stuttered all your
life, itis unlikely that the stutter will ever go away
completely, but you can make positive changes
in your communication skills.

CCStuttering is never the child’s fault, so the
child should not be blamed or shouted atby
parents or teachers for wasting their time

while speaking”, says Dr Sufyan. Some adults still

4eal with the condition, because they didn't get
the patience and understanding from parents
and teachers as kids. They were usually rushed
or yelled at to hurry and say whatever it is they
had in mind. “Ifa teacher lacks patience and tol-
erance, then it's more likely that they may ignore
stammering children, even when they raise their
hands in class,” he added

“Stuttering is something that can be over-
come with alot ofpractice, dedication and some
singing wouldn’t hurt” says Bridget Johnson
who says the condition runs in her family. There
have been a lot of testimonies on how speech
therapy has been useless in curbing and curtail-
ing a stutter. But there have also been success
stories of people learning to sing and dance due
to the efficiency ofsome speech therapists, and
how they have been able to help them overcome
the impediment and live happier lives. More
often than not\stammerers figure out how to
resolve the condition themselves, or unfortu-
nately end up being extremely shy or introverts.

CCNever help them finish their sentences
because they struggle enough through a
sentence, withoutyou trying to hurry them

up” Bridget warned. “ | remember when we were

growing up, | used to finish my sisters sentences
and it always made her angry.”

was always
conscious of my
stutter and knew
had a problem. S0 |
deciced towork on
myself by taking my
timeto talk. [ never
rush myself, and
won't let anyone
rush me"said
brahim Olgjide.
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EITl to determine NEITI's fate

By Hamisu Muhammad

THE validators from the Extrac-
tive Industry Transparency Ini-
tiative (EITI) are in Nigeria to
determine the fate oftheNigerian
branch ofthe body.

The duty of the validators is

to assess the performance and
the success recorded so far by the
NEITI in ensuring transparency
and accountability in the extrac-
tive industry in Nigeria. Nigeria
joined the EITI implementing
countries in 2004. NEITI is the
national version ofthe EITI, aglo-

bal movement aimed at ensuring
that extractive resources aid sus-
tainable development.

Speaking at the conference for
thg professional bodies in Nigeria,
the- Executive Secretary of the
NEITI Haruna Saked said he
hopes Nigeria will succeed at the

Cornerstone gets new MD/CEO

From Chris Agabi, Lagos

THE Board of Directors of Corner-
stone Insurance Pic has announced
theappointmentofanewManaging
Director/Chief Executive Officer,
Mr. Livingstone Magorimbo, to
oversee itsinsurance operations. He
takes over from Dominic Ichaba,
who hasbeen acting inthat capacity.

A statement from the company
noted that his appointment came as
part of a management and techni-
cal services agreement that Corner-
stone recently entered into with TA
Holdings Limited (TA).

TA Holdings is a Zimbabwean
investment holding company and
leading insurance group listed on
the Zimbabwean Stock Exchange
with interests in the financial serv-
ices industry spanning non-life
insurance, life assurance, reinsur-
ance, asset management and stock
broking. Italso has insurance invest-
ments and operations in Botswana
and Uganda with ambitions to go
into other promising African coun-

tries.

The new CEO parades an
impressive resumeand robust pedi-
gree in professional accomplish-
ments as an experienced insurer,
actuary and business strategist. He
was until his new appointment, the
Managing Director of Zimnat Life
Assurance Company, aleading Zim-
babwean lifeassurance company. He
was also a Director of Zimnat Lion
Insurance Company, TA Holdings’
shortterm insurance company; Sov-
ereign Health, the health insurance
operation and Grand Re, the rein-
surance company

Priortojoining Zimnat Life, Mr.
Magorimbo worked for Old Mutual
Life Assurance Company, with
responsibilities for Product Devel-
opmentand Pricing, Actuarial Val-
uations, Embedded Value Calcula-
tions and Experience Investigations
for Old Mutuals life insurance busi-
ness in Zimbabwve.

Announcing the decision of the
Board, the Chairman of Corner-
stone Insurance Pic Mr. Adedotun
Sulaiman said the appointment was

“todrivethegroupsvision ofbecom-
ing the leading insurance-based
financial services group that trans-
formstheNigerian insurance indus-
try”. The appointment, hesaid, came
after a most exhaustive search proc-
ess and is part of the ongoing trans-
formation of Cornerstone designed
to position the company to achieve
superior performance and industry
leadership.

Mr. Magorimbo holds a First
Class B.Sc. Honours Degree in
Mathematics from the Univer-
sity of Zimbabwe and is a Quali-
fied Actuary. He is a Fellow of the
Institute of Actuaries (UK) and a
Fellow of the Actuarial Society of
South Africa. Mr. Magorimbo is
not new to Nigeria. From 2008
to 2009, he led the team that sup-
ported a two-year consultancy
contract with a leading life and
health insurance company in
Nigeria, focusing on product
development and pricing, proc-
ess re-engineering, channel devel-
opment and implementation of
effective business systems. Before

end of the validation exercise for
the good work started to continue.

He said base on the parameters
on ground; Nigeria will hopefully
continue to enjoy the EITI sup-
port in the future.

He said the essence ofthe exer-
cise is\to make sure that Nigeria

.Livingstone Magorimbo

hisstintin Nigeriawith the lifeand
health insurer, Mr. Magorimbo has
been involved in business due dili-
gence programmes in ftnumber of

Unregulated bank CEO's tenure
entrenches corruption — Nagona

By Sunday Williams

GOVERNOR ofthe Central Bank ofNigeria (CBN) Sanusi Lamido Sanusi
has been advised to shun critics of the new tenure regime introduced for
bank ChiefExecutive Officers (CEOs), and that unregulated tenure leads
to corruption.

Speaking to newsmen in Abuja, President of Integrated Develop-
ment and Investment Service (IDIS), a venture of capital investment
company and promoters of the multi-billion naira Kano Economic
City Alhaji Abubakar Nagona warned that Sanusi must beware of the
dangers ofrescinding the decision inview of the pitfalls that greeted
the past consolidation exercise in the banking sector.

According to him: “What the CBN governor must not do is to listen
to side talks, not be cowed and succumb to undue pressure from oper-
ators of the same sector he is striving to bring sanity to. We have seen
what happened to the recent banking consolidation, what we were told
then and what the realities are today Sanusi has to avoid these pitfalls
by doing the right thing and ensure that he does not compromise the
objectives he set out to achieve in the sector.”

He noted that unregulated tenure brought about “entrenched mon-
umental corruption, the type that we have just seen as revealed by the
Economic and Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and from the
end of year audited accounts of the banks. What that means is that
some of these CEOs had compromised their positions by enriching
themselves and putting depositors’ investments at risk. Under this cir-
cumstance, do we encourage such a regime to continue? No of course;
this new regime must be sustained to engender corporate governance
and best practices.

Nagona said for reforms in the sector to be sustained, Sanusi must
ensure that his policies instil fiscal discipline and curb the reckless-
ness exhibited by some CEOs to pave way for return of investors and
foreign direct investment into the country.

On the criticism trailing Sanusi’s reforms, Nagona said: “I disa-
gree with that position which I consider quite irrational. What people
described as the Tsunami in the banking sector was a necessary evil
if I may use that expression.

He said that since banks hold deposits for both the rich and poor
in the society, they should be made to account for it because, “if they
were allowed to fail, no one would have touched these banks thereafter
and it would have heaped untold hardship on millions of Nigerians.”

According to him, Sanusi had been on a road show abroad to
assuage these negative feelings and to explain the catastrophic situa-
tion that he inherited. Bailing out banks is not entirely new, especially
now. He’ also following in the footsteps of the Americans who have
taken the initiative ofbailing out some oftheir banks from collapsing.”

Nagona explained that, “globally, there is no country that you
would go and invest and get quick returns like Nigeria . I stand to
be proven wrong. | totally disagree with that notion and want to say
that those who propagate these views are those few people who were
entrenched and were benefiting from the rotten system. Otherwise,
this is the best we can get given the circumstances.”

On IDIS tango with Oceanic bank, he noted that, “What is hap-
pening in the financial sector is not limited to Oceanic Bank alone, it’s
had far reaching impact on the whole of the banks in terms of lend-
ing. Before | continue, let me digress and say that what has happened
in the financial sector took too long in coming. What was happening
was that the level of exposure by both the affected banks and their
customers was unbelievable.”

For him, “this is'a welcome development and | must admit that
the financing arrangement was not conducted in a proper manner,
but now with the reforms, we are confident of moving forward under
these new fiscal regime introduced by the apex bank. We are happy
that Sanusi Lamido, governor of the Central Bank, has courageously
and transparently made it a task to sanitize the banking sector.”

is complying with objectives of
the EITI.

He said the validators have up
and till March to conclude their
exercise, within the period they
will meet with other stakeholders
such as civil societies and govern-
ment representatives.

African countries and prospecting
for business opportunities for TA
Holdings in Zambia, Angola and
Mozambique.

Pension: Police
start head count
today

By Sunday Williams

THE Ministry of Police Affairs
through the Police Pension Office
(PPO) will today start a nationwide
head countofall retiredpolice officers
aswell aswidows and next-of-kins of
deceased officers.

Speaking to newsmen in Abuja
over the weekend, the new Direc-
tor of Police Pensions, Malam Atiku
Kigo, saidthemoveistofishoutghost
pensionersamongthe currently esti-
mated over 20,000 on their payrolL

Hesaidtheexerciseisexpectedto
last till Sunday, February 14,2010 in
all the 36 states capitals ofthe federa-
tionandtheFederal Capital Territory
(FCT) Abuja.

He said the verification is part of
his office initiative to actualise plans
by the Ministry of Police Afiairs to
improve the Police pension admin-
istration system.

The Director of Police Pensions
said his office has deployed its offi-
cialsand support staffin the respec-
tive state offices for the exercise.

He said: “This verification exer-
ciseisverycrucial toouroperations. It
isenvisagedtobea periodic monitor-
ing exercise that ensures that records
ofour policeretireesare updated con-
tinuously”
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Toyotarecallsupto 1.8mcars

By Sunday Wiliams with agency
reports

TOYOTA says it is recalling up
to 1.8 million cars across Europe,
includingabout220,000 inthe UK,
followingan accelerator problem.

The carmaker says it will recall
eight models including the Yaris,
the Corolla and the RAV4 sports
utility vehicle.

Lastweek, Toyotaannounced it
was recalling 1.1 million more cars
in the US, a day after suspending
sales of eight popular US models.

In a statement, the company
said the precise number of Euro-
pean vehicles involved was still
under investigation, “but may
reach up to 1.8 million vehicles.”

The eight models recalled
are the AYGO, iQ, Yaris, Auris,

Corolla, Verso, Avensis and RAV4
and cover manufacturing dates
going back to February 2005.

“We understand that the cur-
rent situation is creating con-
cerns and we deeply regret it” said
Tadashi Arashima, the chiefexecu-
tive of Toyota Motor Europe.

Toyota said it was not aware
of any accidents resulting from
the issue and that only a limited
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numberofincidents involvingaccel-
erator pedals had been reported in
Europe. On Thursday, Toyotasaid it
was recalling 75,552 RAV4 vehicles
in China from 28 February.

The cars in question were manu-
factured between 19 March 2009and
25January2010inTianjin,according
to anotice on the website ofthe Gen-
eral AdministrationofQualitySuper-
vision, Inspectionand Quarantine of

the Peoples RepublicofChina

Separately, Ford said it would
be suspending production ofavan
made and sold in China that has
an accelerator pedal made by the
same firm at the centre of Toyota’s
investigations.

However, Ford said it had only
been using the pedal in the Transit
Classic model since December, with
only 1,663 vehicles produced BBC.

.. Pauppat fdlons Toyata Incar recall

Honda recalls Jazz
models in South
«Afnca over safety

HONDA Motorshas recalledall2002-
2008 year model Jazz units in South
Africaaftera ftre broke out in one last
year, killinga toddler.

Hondasaidon FridayinJohannes-
burgthatitwoukTinspectandmodify
driver door power-window switches
that may, in some cases, short circuit
asaresultofwater intrusion”

Vanilla Nurse was killed on her
secondbirthdayinCape Townin Sep-

tember last year when the car she was
sleepingin caught fire.

Hondas Jazz was its best-selling
brand in December, selling 352 units
duringthe month

Earlier this week, Toyota Motor
Corps announced it would extend
to Europe and Chinaa recall of mil-
lions of vehicles due to faulty accel-
erator pedals and floor mats. (Reu-
ters/NAN).

PEUGEOQOT Citroen, Europes second
-biggest carmaker, is recalling some
cars made with Toyota in Europe.

“For Peugeot 107s and Citroen
C 1s,wearegoingto Carryoutaniden-
tical campaign as Toyota,” a spokes-
man said

The Japanese car giant has now
recalled millions of cars worldwide
with faulty pedals. Both models are
made inaCzechplant, ajointventure
with Toyota that assembles around
200,000 Peugeot and Citroen cars
everyyear.

Peugeotsaid “under 100,000” cars
willbe recalled Itdid notsaywhenthe
recall would begin. Toyota s recalling
up to 1.8 million cars across Europe,
including about 220,000 in the UK,
followingan accelerator problem

Rival carmaker Honda has also
announced the recall 0f646,000 cars
globallytofixaswitchdefectthatcould
cafise a fire. The Japanese carmaker
said on Fridaythat itwas not aware of
any accidents resulting from the issue
andthatonlyalimitednumberofinti-
dentsinvolvingacceleratorpedalshad
been reportedin Europe.

Both Peugeotmodelsaremadein
Kolin, east of Prague, and are made
for the the European market mainly,
the Peugeot spokesman said

The Peugeot 107, Citroen Cl and
the Aygo are essentially the same car
withdifferentstylingand fittings. The
French carmaker has no otherjoint
ventures with Toyota.

“We understand that the cur-
rent situation is creating concerns
and we deeply regret it,” said Tadashi
Arashima, the chiefexecutiveof Toy-
otaMotor Europe. BBC.
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COMPANY Name

2ND-TIER SECURITIES
ADSWITCH PLC

CAPITAL OIL PLC

SECTOR Totals
AGRICULTURE

FTN COCOA PROCES. PLC
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC
OKOMU OIL PALM CQOY PLC
PRESCO PLC
SECTORTotals
AIR SERVICES
AIRLINE SERVICES &LOG. PLC
NIGERIAN AV. HAND.COY PLC
SECTOR Totals
AUTOMOBILE&TYRE

DN TYRE &RUBBER PLC

R.T. BRISCOE (NIGERIA) PLC
SECTORTotals

BANKING

ACCESS BANKPLC
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC
DIAMON(fiMJANK PLC
ECOBANK NIGERIA PLC
F/CITY MONUM. BANK PLC
FIDELITY BANK PLC

FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC
FINBANK PLC

GTBANKPLC

STANBICIBTC BANK PLC
INTERCONT. BANK PLC.
OCEANIC BANK INT. PLC
BANK PHB PLC

SKYE BANKPLC.

SPRING BANK PLC
STERLING BANK PLC

UNT. BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.
UNION BANK OF NIGERIAPLC
UNITYBANK PLC

WEMA BANK PLC-

ZENITH BANK PLC
SECTORTotals

BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKACEMENTPLC
BENUE CEMENTCOYPLC
CEMENT CO. OF N/NIG. PLC
LAFARGE WAPCO PLC
SECTORTotals

CHEMICAL &PAINTS
BERGER PAINTS NIGERIA PLC
CHEM.& ALLIED PROD. PLC
DN MEYER PLC
SECTORTotals
COMMERCIAL/SERVICES
AFROMEDIA PLC

RED STAR EXPRESS PLC
SECTORTotals

COMP. & OFFICE EQUIP.
NCR (NIGERIA) PLC.
OMATEK VENTURES PLC
SECTORTotals
CONGLOMERATES

A. G. LEVENTIS (NIG.) PLC
JOHN HOLT PLC
PZCUSSONS NIGERIA PLC
TRANSN. CORP. OF NIG. PLC
UAC OF NIGERIA PLC
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC
SECTORTotals
CONSTRUCTION

COSTAIN (WA) PLC

JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC
MULTIVERSE RESOURCES PLC

5/\‘*'

ENGINEERING TECH.
CUTIX PLC

S’ CTOR ratals
FOOD/BEVERAGES&TOB.
7-UP BOTTLING CO. PLC
BIG TREAT PLC

CADBURY NIGERIA PLC
DANGOTE FLOUR MILLS PLC
DANGOTE SUGAR REF. PLC
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC
H/WELL FLOUR MILL PLC
NAT. SALT COY NIG. PLC
NIG. BOTTLING COY PLC
NESTLE NIGERIA PLC
TANTALIZERS PLC

UNION DICON SALT PLC

GAINERS

NoofDeals Quot. (N)

UBA

2 2.30
8 050
10
32 0.72
16 0.70
1 22.75
n 4.37
60
10 3.05
106 9.04
116
20 0.50
1 6.23
21
166 823
67 2.82
119 8.40
9 8.24
81 8.85
172 251
827 14.72
158 0.77
422 17.79
42 8.30
110 2.30
183 2.36
89 222
166 6.79-
10 112
91 1.69
275 12.45
218 6.45
50 1.00
66 113
378 1531
3,699
92 14.77
38 50.00
65 15.00
76 34.00
771
7 3.36
7 28.00
1 513
15
6 0.64
10 261
16
2 8.13
12 0.67
-EEE
5 281
1 9.28
40 26.00
47 0.50
50 40.01
65 23.17
208
66 4.88
33 28.50
4 050
103
6 3.28
7 30.60
14 0.82
70 16.39
161 13.10
55 15.10
49 38.85
12 777
59 6.73
6 27.30
32 252.00
19 1.00
2 571
NBC
GLAXOSMITH
ASHAKACEM

VST -

Quantity Traded Value of Shares (N)
4,000 8,760.00
2,706,730 1,353,365.00
2,710,730 1,362,125.00
13,736,186 9,671,185.40
430,100 299,490.00
2,500 54,050.00
290,000 1,270,700.00
14,458,786
75874 226,992.10
1,213,507 10,868,052.46
'1289 381 11,095,044.50
3,596,400 1,798,200.0C
2,000 12,440.0C
. 3,598,400 1,810,640.00
49,062,150 411,367,173.10
6,344,041 17,712,872.64
7,209,113 60,310,833.37
181,061 1491,942.6"
7,136,574 62,478,274.49
16,989,525 42,406,364.90
31,609,215 464,185,029.7C
16,922,383 12,936,368.27
20,413,894 363,768,645.7;
2,311,250 19,209,946.20
4,174,768 9,5631,792.9"
7,321,257 17,445,297.05
2,661,550 5,979,792.9e
9,342,862 62,406,559.98
184,249 206,358.88
11,663,938 19,948,502.9C
34,081,003 423,444,205.29
3,321,064 21,556,454.94
5,115,650 5.175.003.94
5,427,069 6.022.507.95
10,209,813 156,659,739.96
251,682,429 2,184,243,667,85
2,339,264 34,354,307.74
500,362 25,043,726.71
1,469,391 22,254,631.19
1,472,751 49,928,632.02
5,781,768 131,581,297.66
112,000 394.240.00
15,255 405.783.00
24,660 120,340.80
151,915 920,363.80
698,500 466,076.00
481,000 1,255,450.00
1,179,500 1,721,526.00
23,927 184,955.71
1,493,000 1,050,990.00
1,516,927 1,235,945.7
45,103 123,029.01
1,500 13,230.00
413,154 10,763,225.35
9,018,265 4,509,132.50
1,831,916 73,248,071.82
893,508 20,879,277.81
12,203,446 109,535,966.45
1,882,618 9,086,533.54
387,624 10,882,550.36
146,000 73,000.00
2,416,242 20,042,083.90
135,000 443,663.77
135,000 443.663.77
14,406 438,672.00
508,790 417,207.80
701,817 11,557,426.95
5,048,930 65,933,790.81
597,983 9,009,531.31
654,461 25,497,108.02
101,051 789,552.79
1,384,961 9,346,657.93
66,351 1,811,352.6C
66,289 16,830,288.3™
985,000 976,750.00
8,400 45,612.0C\
1.30
1.27
0.70
0.59

What is

Convertible

Security

A security
ofan

(for exam -
ple - bonds,
debentures,
or preferred
shares) that
may be
converted
into other
securitiesof
that issuer,
in accord-
ance with
the terms of
the conver-
sion feature.
The conver-
sion usually
occurs at the
option of the
holder of the
securities,
but it may
occur at the

issuer.
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Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE)
Friday, January 29,2009

UTC NIGERIA PLC
SECTORTotals EH #
FOOTWEAR

LENNARDS NIGERIA PLC.
NECIUR lotals
HEALTHCARE

EVANS MEDICALPLC.
FIDSON HEALTHCARE PLC
GLAXOSM. CONS. NIG. PLC
MAY &BAKER NIGERIA PLC.
NEIMETH INT. PHARM. PLC
UN/DIAG.& CLIN. SERV. PLC
SECTOR Totals
HOTEL&TOURISM
CAPITAL HOTEL PLC
IKEJAHOTEL PLC
TOURISTCOV OF NIG. PLC
SECTORTotals
INDUST/DOMESTIC PROD.
NIG. ENAMELWARE PLC
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIG. PLC
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC
SECTORTotals
INF.&COMM.TECH.
CHAMS PLC

IHS NIGERIA PLC

MASSTEL. INNOV. NIG. PLC
STARCOMMS PLC
SECTORTotals
INSURANCE

AFRICAN ALLIANCE INS. PLC
AIICO INSURANCE PLC.
CONT. REINSURANCE PLC
C/STONE INSUR. CO. PLC.
CUST. &ALL. INSUR. PLC
EQUITY ASSURANCE PLC
GOLDLINK INSURANCE PLC
GUARANTY TRUST ASS. PLC
GUINEA INSURANCE PLC.
CONS. HALLMARK INS. PLC

+INTERN. ENERGY INS. COY PLC

LASACO ASSURANCE PLC.
L/UNION& ROCK INS. PLC.
LINKAGE ASSURANCE PLC
MUTUAL BENEFITS ASS. PLC
N.E.M. INS. CO. (NIG.) PLC.
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC.
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC.
REG. ALLIANCE INS.COY PLC
SOVEREIGN TRUST INS. PLC
STACO INSURANCE PLC
STANDARD ALL INSUR. PLC
UNIC INSURANCE PLC.
UNITY KAPITAL ASSUR. PLC
UNIVERSAL INS. COY PLC
INTERCONT. WAPIC INS. PLC
SECTORTotals -
MARITIME

JAP/OIL &MARIT. SERV. PLC
SECTORTotals

MEDIA

DAAR COMMUNIC. PLC
SLCIOK Totals
MORTGAGE COMPANIES
ASO SAVINGS &LOANS PLC
RESORT SAV.& LOANS PLC
UN/HOMES SAV. & LOANS PLC
SECTORTotals

OTHER FINANCIAL INST.
CRUSADER NIGERIA PLC.
D/CAP. MANAG. &TPUST PLC
ROYAL EXCHANGE PLC
SECTORTotals
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC.
BECO PETROL. PROD. PLC
CHEVRON OIL NIGERIA PLC
CONOIL PLC
ETERNAOIL&GAS PLC.
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC.
OANDO PLC

TOTAL NIGERIA PLC
SECTORTotals

ROAD TRANSPORTATION
ASSOCIATED BUS COY PLC
SECTORTotals

THE FOREIGN LISTINGS

C0
1 3.85 2,069,008
1 2,069,0081
8 110 106,900
18 2.09 607,000
26 26.74 693,625
7 5.50 46,248
6 1.70 71,25C
10 0.67 1,263,088
75 — 2,788,111
5 1.98 577,727
13 0.99 646,796
1 528 40C
19 1,224,923
1 52.85 360

1 0.50 9,814
24 5.49 283,940
26 2941141
53 0.77 3,572,480
1 4.24 20C
2 0.50 2,00C
18 2.00 1,102,100
74 4,676.78(1
2 0.70 2,50C
61 0.94 6,000,617
1 0.95 150,000
17 0.57 3,132,387
20 2.85 303.000
2 0.50 106.000
70 051 27,561,318
19 2.16 1,254,274
1 0.50 6,000
1 0.50 6,00C
71 059 17,651,503
42 0.56 3,085,500
1 0.55 100,000
2 0.50 22,000
5 0.64 655,000
21 0.54 940,076
3 0.92 190,393
3 3.80 38,680
1 0.50 1,000
3 0.50 681,000
3 0.99 420,000
26 0.67 1,926,27!
2 0.74 518,950
3 170 7,500,000
4 0.50 216,746
18 1.04 1,135,022
402 ?3.604,301
102 1.26 3.585.389
102 e e 3585389
39 058 251.928
39 251.928
26 0.68 2,173,15;
5 050 81,000,00(
23 098 427,596
54 83,600,748
16 1.05 764,762
1 2.02 145,500
5 060 659,992
22 1,570,254
49 36.40 341,516
8 2.08 39,486
1 69.79 465
26 3357 64,627
42 6.01 2,059,88;
9 99.95 2,084
4 93.99 2,037
3 150.0D. 1,700
142 . 2,511,802
7 110 101,833
7 H 101,833
19 1480 1.050.080
19 1.050.080
6,482

ECOBANKTRANSN. INCORP
SECTORTotals
OVERALLTotals
NB
CADBURY
UNILEVER
ECOBANK

30,448.30

7,965,680.80
7,965,680.80

117,490.00
1,263,315.00
18,528,014.50

241,904.04

117,445:00

897,449.84
21,165,618.38

1,143,899.46
622,331.96
2,008.00
1,768,239.42

18,075.60
4,907.00
1,519,976.20
1,542,958.80

2,771,255.20
806.00
1,000.00
2,233,107.00
v5,006,168.20

1,675.00
5,630,637.56
142,500.00
1,738,472.79
860,930.00
53,000.00
14.272.452.18
2.696.432.18
3.000.00
3.000.00
10,118,450.72
1,729,820.43
. 55,000.00
11,000.00
419,200.00
525,861.32
175,193.56
140,736.80
500.00
340.500.00
415.800.00
1,312,374.2?
384,023.00-
12,750,000.00
108,373.00
1,181,634.76
55,070,567.55

4.507.543.88
4.507.543.88

151.156.80
151.156.80

1,486,743.36
40,500,000.00

410,703.08
47 39744044

798,716.60
293,910.00
397,052.81
1,489,679.41

12,468,279.81
78,654.00
34,005.45
2,117,337.80
12,276,219.70
206,385.50
191,457.63
249,250.00
27,621,589.89

111,459.65
111,459.65

15.567.168.00
15.567.168.00

489,175361 2395,593,16156

0.86
0.86
0.82
0.43
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For more information about our courses, please visit: www.phiHipsconsulting.net
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RAW, MATERIAI  REAFARTH
AND DEVELOPMENT COUNCI

FEDERAL MINISTRY Of SCIENCE AND TECH NOLOG

Announces Its

ND

> EVfcLQPMENT AND™ UTILIZATTON'
Theme

"Leveraging Innovation and Resources

M anagement for Sustainable Development"

RMRDC Auditorium,
17, Aguiyi Ironsi Street, Maitama, Abuja

ALL STAKEHOLDERS ARE INVITED
These include Industrialists, Investors, Researchers, Financial Institutions,
Organized Private Sector, Policy Makers, etc

»

Registration can be done on-line on

WMAWV.rmirdc.gov.ng

or
at the venue of the conference on arrival

Sod
Engr. (Prof) Peter A. Onwualu FAS
Director-General/CEO


http://www.rmrdc.gov.ng
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NIGERIA CUSTOMS SERVICE TENDERS BOARD

CUSTOMS HEADQUARTERS, WUSE ZONE 3, ABUJA

Website www.customs.gov.ng e-mail ng.custofnsboard1@yahoo.com

INVITATION FOR PRE-QUALIFICATION OF
CONTRACTORS FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF
SENIOR MANAGEMENT STAFF QUARTERS AT

JABI LAKESIDE, ABUJA.

L INTRODUCTION:

The Niqeria Cystoms Service invites interested and reptﬁble.
tcondtra_c ors with relevant experience to apply for pre-qualification for
endering.

2. DESCRIPTION AND SCOPE:

Construction and furnishing of Senior Management Staff
Quarters complete with Infrastructural facilities at Jabi
Lakeside, Abuja.

PRE-QUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS:

To be considered for pre-qualification, interested contractors
should submit the following:

(@ Evidence of Company registration with Corporate Affairs
Commission

(b)  Evidence of registration as contractor with the Nigeria Customs
Service

(c) Evidence of current Tax Clearance Certificate for the last three
(3) years (2007, 2008 and 2009) reflecting applicant’s claims of
the level of works and other business done within the stipulated
period

@>  Evidence of Tax identification Number (TIN)

(e) Evidence of VAT Registration, Remittance and Tax Identification
Number (TIN)
Company profile including key Staff and strength
Details of equipment and plants
Name, address of Banker and letter of Reference from Bank(s)
Verifiable details of works contracts previously executed in the
last five (5) years including letters of award, agreements and
completion certificates. Companies with similar works contracts
with value less than the upper ten digits in scope need not

appiy.

SUBMISSION OF THE PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS:

Pre-qualification documents must be appropriately prepared in
hard copy and sent in a sealed enveloped marked
“PRE-QUALIFICATION FOR TENDER” and to reach the
address below not later than 4.00pm on Monday 22nd
February, 2010.

OPENING OF PRE-QUALIFICATION:

Applications received shall be opened publicly at 10.00 am on
Tuesday 23rd February, 2010 at the address below.

6. Please note that formal tendering procedure will be provided
only to contractors that have been successfully pre-qualified.

7. Visit our Website www.customs.gov.ng

The Secretary,

Nigeria Customs Service Tenders Board,
Room 323, Customs Headquarters,
Wuse Zone 3,

Abuja.

Federal Statutory Body esteblished by Act 1102008

8, Harvey Road, (Block D) P.MB. 1048, Yaba, Nigeria.
(Tel: 01-7745280,5870565, Tel | Fax: 01-863368)
E-mail: medlabcon@yahoo.com

VACANCIES

Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for the following
vacant positions in the Medical Laboratory Science Council of Nigeria.

¢ PRINCIPAL MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENTIST
%

Candidates should possess Bachelor of Medical Laboratory
Science/AMLS with not less than 8years Post Qualification
cognate experience and must be fully registered and Licensed
by the Medical Laboratory Science Council of Nigeria.

+ SENIOR MEDICAL LABORATORY SCIENTIST

Candidates should possess Bachelor of Medical Laboratory

~  Science/AMLS with not less than Syears Post Qualification
cognate experience and must be fully registered and Licensed
by the Medical Laboratory Science Council of Nigeria.

Note

For all Posts, possession of Post Graduate Qualification(s),
Computer Literacy, competence in written and spoken English
Language would be added advantage.

CONDITIONS OF SERVICE

Conditions of services are as prescribed for Officers in
the public service.

Applications including detailed Curriculum Vitae and
photocopies of all relevant credentials; Birth Certificate,
Current Practicing License should reach the undersigned
not later than four (4) weeks from the date of publication
of advertisement.

*  Successful candidates may be required to work in any of
the Council's offices in Lagos, Abuja, Benin, Gombe,
Kano, Awka and Zaria.

Signed;

Secretary/Registrar
Med. Lab. Science Council of Nigeria
8, Harvey Road
P.M.B. 1048, Yaba - Lagos


http://www.customs.gov.ng
mailto:ng.custofnsboard1@yahoo.com
http://www.customs.gov.ng
mailto:medlabcon@yahoo.com
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FEDERAL M IN IFY OF FINANCE

CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT
P.M.B, GARKI-ABUJA

PUBLIC NOTICE M M

41

The Honourable Minister of Finance wishes to invite the Chairmen and Commissioners of the newly constituted Tax
Appeal Tribunal, TAT to the inauguration ceremony coming up in Abuja,

DATE: Thursday 4th February, 2010

<
TIME; 1230- 1.30pm
VENUE: The Ladi Kwali Hall, Sheraton Hotels and Towers, Abuja
The members of the Tax Appeal Tribunal (TAT) are:
CHAIRMEN CHAIRMEN
SH  NAME rAT POSTING iim NAME TAT POSTING
1 ABRAHAM NDANAVISA ORTH CENTRAL L PROF. CHUKWUDI JOSEPH AMASIKE SOUTHEAST
2 JUSTICE OSENIOYEWO «UJA 1> HON. JUSTICE ABDUL SALAMI ABIRI SOUTH SOUTH
3 SULEMALLAGDL.cvvveoeveeeeee e — ORTH EAST il MR. JOSEPH ASHISITETE USHIE SOUTHWEST
4 BASHIR ABDULLAHIALBASU wrthwest iV KAYODE SEGUN SOFOLA. SAN LAGOS
COMMISSIONERS COMMISSIONERS
/N NAME TAT POSTING S/N  NAME TAT POSTING
1 MR. MOSHOOD OYEBISi OYELEKE SOUTHWEST t 17 MR. CHINUAASUZU LAQOS
2 MR. JOSHUA MUTKA WAKLEK NORTHWEST 18 NNAVD! IBEGBU, SAN. ABUJA
3 MRS. HALIMASAADIYYA MOHAMIVED NORTHEAST 19 JOSEPH ONYENAECHIIHEKWEREME NORTH CENTRAL
4 MRS. JOSEPHINE ALADIACHOR AGBONILA ~ SOUTHEAST 20 MR. CYRIL IKEMEFUNAEDE SOUTHWEST
5 MR. DANIEL UGBABE-UGBABE SOUTH-SOUTH 21 CHEF NNOCENT NOOZSAMALIRI NORTHEAST
8 MRJIBRILN6ATKYA USENI NORTH CENTRAL 22 MR. SUNDAY IDAMiSU SOUTH-SOUTH
7 MR. FATEABUBAKAR SOUTH EAST 23 MR. IGNATIUS CHIBUTUTU SOUTHEAST
8 BARR. DH. GAPSISO LAGOS 24 MR CHARLES AJUYAH (SAN) NORTHEAST
9 MRS. KHADEEJA SULEIMANHALILU NORTHWEST 25 BARR. EBERECHIADELE NORTHWEST
10 MR. BULU IBRAHIM MUSTAPHA SOUTHWEST 26 BARR. JUDE REX-OGBUKU ABUIA
1 MR. SALIHU ABDULKARIM BARAU SOUTH-SOUTH N 27 DR. OLUMHENSEIMOISIU NORTHEAST
12 ALH, ALIYU ABBAS BELLO, nmt NORTH EAST 28 CHEF JAMES OYELAKIN OLOPADE SOUTHWEST
13 BARR. ZULAfHAT YUSUF ABOKI ABUJA 29 MRS. ADENII€ ADUKE EYOMA SOUTH-SOUTH
14 MRS. HASHIYABEN UMAR NORTH CENTRAL 30 MRS. aUSaAIBIDAPO-OBE NORTH CENTRAL
15 BARR. BIN-ISAUMAR LAGOS 31 PROF. EDDY OMOLEHINWA SOUTHEAST
16 ABBAS MUHAMMAD C3UVEL ABUJA 32 MRS. CATHERINE AJAY! LAGOS

e Members should please note that an Induction programme for the Chairmen and Commissioners will commence from
3pm, Thursday 4thFebruary 2010 to Tuesday 8th February 2010 at the New Chelsea Hotel, Central Business District,
CBD, Abuja.

Membersofthe TATare expected to checkinto the New Chelsea Hotel on Wednesday 3rd February, 2010.

SIGNED
Dr. Mansur Muhtar
Honourable Minister of Finance
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POWER HOLDING COMPANY Of NIGERIA

JOS ELICTRXCnY DISTRIBUTION COMPANY
PUBLIC NOTICE

IffitETICON FCR PREQUERIHCATION Cf MINUFICTLRERS

CGONTRACTCRS ANDIUPPLIERS FOR PROIECTS UNCER THE 2010 TONBLDGET

&
country. Jos Electricity

apply forpre-qualification to tenderforany ofthe following Lots ofihesrinvests.

m
LOTIJSG 1,
LOTIJSG 11

CABLES AND KITS
Supply of various sizes of HV underground cables
Supply of various sizes of IV underground cables

lo té'm i%
LOTJSQ 13 . Supply ofvanom sszes of RaycherojoiNingrreniwia™ont Kits

LOTJSW&  ICONSTRUCTION OF 11KV & 33KV OVERHEAD LINES
LOTJ: j Supply of 1$0mm2 Aluminum Conductor (AAC)
LoTIisw 2; | Manufacture and supply of HT Reinforced Concrete poles

LOTIJISW 2, 3; Supply of 33ScV overhead Ikies & uw$w$mmd materials and eansiruc&sn

| of 2Qfcm 33kv line at Jos {Jos T/X to RayfesSd Infeggtietftsu b ~ te s)

Lotizw 14 \*ppiy iikV iim&
lof3km 11kV line at Bukuru Business Unit -

LOT JSW 3; DESIGN AND COMMENCEMENT OF CONSTRUCTION OF
STANDARD COMPANY STORE INJOS

LOTJSW 31  Design of standard store

i0 ijw a2 Construction ofstandard store

LOTISW 4; COMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEMS,
Supply and Installation of VHF Base radios at Yefwa and Otukpo
Business Units, Mobile radios at TM m Wada and Plateau Smith
Business Units and Pmgrammbg of tSN o, W alkie-Talkies

LOTJSW 42 ilaptop & Desktop Computers

tOTIJISG S. REPLACEMENT OF OBSOLETE 5VWTCHGEARS

LOTJSG 5.1 ~jsupply of 7 panels Board of TLkV Sv~fegears and Accessories at
| Bauchi Road, Dogon Dustse amiZmki Road fniection Substations
J Supply of 5 No 33kV transformer Control Panels at Bauchi Road, Anglo

1 Jos, and. Azare Injection Substations VoV _ WVt _ W_
LOTISW $ 'UPGRADE €NFSILLING CENTER INFRASTRUCTURE
LOTJSW 1 | SupplygfServers, Printed' workstation.
LoTisw ft  |SUPPLY AND INSTALLATION OF DISTRIBUTION
IAUTOMATIDN/SCADA/DI/tS EQUIPMENT |PILOT PROJECTS) AT
! MAKURDI BUSINESS UNIT
LOTISG 8; PROVISION OF TEST EQUIPMENT
LOTJSG 81 j Prooiresmem and Supply of Standard High Voltage Test Van wm

j Test Equipment

INTRODUCTION In Umwith Federal Government desim to improve power supply mthe
Disinbution Company intends to embark m some vital projects and
hereby invites interested, competent and reputable Manufacturers, Contractors amisuppliers to

LOTJSG 9........ HEAVY EWIWMBfIr VSCHICLES, CRANES

SfiSG Si 1Supply of Lorry at JEDC

LOTJSG 9.2 | Supply of Hiab Crane

LOTJSG 9.3 Rehabilitation of Heavy Duty Lorry TRUCK

LOTJSG 10: jPROVISION OF SAFETY TOOLS &KITS

LOTIJSG 10,1 | Supply of Earth Grounding Equipment, Hand gloves {Riik&sr

j Halfoelmei Ram Boats, Safely Betts, TOOI BOXES ".....covmmerrrvvesssmneeeenieeees

LOT JSG Tqg.2 jSupply of Pm Extinguishers (10kg) Cylinder

LOTJSG TO *Supply of HT &LT Fiber Ladders

LOTJSG 11: IFEEDER PILLARS AND FEEDER PILLAR UNITS

LOTJSG 112 |Supply offeeder piilar Units

To fB w il | REHABILITATION AND REINFORCE MENT 7 REPLACEMENT OT
33KV LINES

Lb fJSW iO ]Supply of c5verhead line roatenafs and Rehab/HtatiCHi of DASS-
NABOROO FEEDER (Baydii»Kabw?r Leg), Malcur&

lo tjsw iia | Supply ofovediead line materials and Rehasblfaion o fN fPc I[IC V

'FEED ER, Makordi

i

LOTJSG 13: j REHABILITATION OF DISTRIBUTION TRANSFORMERS/
iSUBSTATIONS

LOTJISG iii 1SupplyofTransformer oil

Gotjsg iii ASupply of 70mm2 Bare Copper wire

LOTISG 13,3 JSupply ofEMiise AssekNies (33I<v&11kvE I/Arractors (37 y& 111V %
\Fuse Elements, Earthing Rods

LaflsyviS,4 j;Barth ImprovementofSubslaions

TRACE CLEARING AND WIDENING OF FEEDERS
L5TJiVV 141 ;trace clearing ofRDPd 33W feeden Gornbe
LOTJSW 14,2 |Trace clearing of MAKER! 33ftVfeeder, Jos
LOTusw 14,3 {Trace clearing of SSKV NNPC feeder at M akuitii
LOTisw 144 iTrace clearing of33kV W UKARI feeder at Gfooko
W fim W T ][Trace clearing of 33kV PO TiSKUy fee<feratto re
+LOT JSW 14,6 ltrace clearing of 33kV DAS /NAIARDO Seder 5 'Brnxffl

LOTJSW 14.7 \trace clearing of 33KV NNPC feeder at JO®
LOTJSW 15. RECONDUCTORINO OF 33KV &11KVLINES

[LOTJSW 151  Supply of 150mm2 Afuminum conductor(AACY* , ,,
LOTJSW 152 Re~contfuctorino of 33kv feeder in Bukuru arid Gada Biu
LOTJSW 15,3 Re-oonductoring of 33kV feeder in Baoohl
LOTJSW 154 Re-oonekictoring of 33KV feeder in Yelwa and Plateau South
LOTJSW 155 Re~conductorin® of 11kV feeder InJos, Bukuru and Gada Biu
LOTJSW 156 Re-conducting ofi1kV feeder in Makufdi
LOTJSW 15.7 Re-oondiuctorins of 11kV feeder in Gom&e and Azare
LOT JSW Re-conductoring Of IIKV feeder in Makurdi
157.1
LOTISW Re~condyotoring of 33KV feeder in Gboko and Otukpo
16X2

The are the general
?ua_liftcation recrements for
eeing:

* A copy of Certificate of
In««rporitiofi / Business

» Photocopies at VAT Registration
Certificate arid ewdercoe of VAT
remittances.

1 Corpary Ta*
Cerfilteafe for the las? three
years,

Detailed Company profile
including Organizational
structure and defers of Key staff
to bedeployed fortie project,
Vi~afoteevidence ofsimilarjobs
successful executed in the last
tve years.

Evidence of financial capability
showing Company's Bank
Statementforthe lastone year
Company's audited account for
thelast{3}threeyears.
Companies in construction
industry should have a COREN
registered engineer as Managing
Dimcto?:

Evince olfeesrtgamanuteurer
with BCm or ISO Cerfcate,
relevant ma”~ufaot“rmg
capacities where neoessary,
oopy of Compaq snd equipment
fercjcyre ~$y~ fee subr~ted,
CM~nuls”rersonly}. )

Evidence at technical;,
operational and; managerial

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

* Aeopy efswornaiidavitafimsing
thm aH Information feeing
pro#)®d by the bidder are urn
and: cmtsxAiin ai part~iars and
that no officer of any relevant
p?oc«ramafTS  cofnmsttee|s| of
4m Electricity Distribution
Company Is a former
or present Director, stakeholder
orhasany pecyrsiary interestin

bidder.

* Ar)sycsfw relevantinfonnation.
SUBMiSSiON OF DOCUMENTS

Pre*Qualification documents
should be submitted in sealed
enveiopes marked “Pre-
/galiticatksn" and indicating the LM
Numbers), iName, nsNrgaOdress
and P te e Numberoftse Applicant
Company shaii be cleerty marked
on beck of the enveiopae. The
documents must fee delivered by
hand or registerod mail to reaoh the

The ChiefBExecutive C'floer

Power Holding Comfsany of

Nigerta

jos Etectriclly Distribution
Company

No, 9 Ahmad u Befsoway, pwiB
272T,l0s

Ptaieee Stale, Nigeria™

Three sets (ordinal aindtwoooplas)
are to be submitted. M inform”ion
shall be provided in English
Language. Submission of Pm*
gimlilieatioo documents siiaH dices
atitM nemu 13*Man& 2010,

Submitted documents s~all ke
opened ontt»eaamadey by 2:00pm
at tie aaremag hali of Joe
eeotncity DWribuhcn HQ, No, 9
Ahmadu BeoWay,Jos.

NOTEi

Alll prospective eonlraetors Should
note that non-CDmpllence with %he
mayirements above will lead to
oulngnt disiy/Nifk5a%ion..

Only successfully pre'eeleoted
m<te*s wfti be legible to collect bid
documents on payment of non-
e T«mdars Pee.

Jos Electricity Distribution
Company stoaB not enter Into any
correspondence with any
unsuccessful feeder.

This Advemsement shali not H%b
constryed as a mmMrMm&d onthe
part of Jos BactrldSy Dieiribuhcn
Company nor shall if entitle
responding Conlractofs k» seek
any indemnity from Ibis company
by virtue of such Contractors
having responded to tihls
advertisement,

Signed™ Management

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR SUPPLY OF

DISTRIBUTION TRANSFORMERS

a.

In line w iti Federal Govemmentdesire to improve power supply mthe country, it has yarned approval for the
procurement  D/Mri&itjon Itmskifmm. Consequently, Jos ~Niectndty E « b u ti* Company hereby invites
interested, compe”*t and reputable Hanofac&irers, Cor~adors and Suppliers to foeoder fm any of the
fogowing Lotsofthe?r interests.

LOT  msmtxs SMKVA  ~OOKVA SOOKVA 1 SOOICVA  MUVELY
NU  UNIT 33/0,41SKV i 33/04I1SKV  tI/QAtZm \ II/B.4tSKV  Ukat*oN
1st \m * t 7 ] 1 s
[ 8IrKUsVs
52 mmrrm 1 1 4 2
RS S | iIADABIIf
?S»  OAOABIO t 1
............. LS Talns
JS4 Pls_ﬁl'rE‘nAU i 2 t ninoam......
J 2 i
RAIrCMJ
JSS  BAMMIHI 1 1 4 z
_ ) YELWA
m VILWA | 3 i
............................. 1 aiAsti
m A2ARE 1 2 3 t
Go~iil
|se OOMBE | 1 4 1
MAKtmOi X 1 4 V1
<5060
JS10  <UfKO 4 1 2 1
15W kFow~
IS11 muKm 2 2 3
L OON»E
s (N 1 t 4

Delivery period m\l be Tm (2) Weeks from the date of issuance of Job OrtSer, Location of
delivery is as statal:against each Lot

20  NMMMinstallation MVITIMIMsusiniss units ofWZiuctriciw
DISTRIBUTION COVPANY

.Only T>ansfomws from European Markets are d;lgible to be supplied unde' ths procuremeit
invitation.,

2M$k®ofTramformsrsto be supplied: muthaviebm\ mPHQtnstm rk fornoi\m$than S years,

A Transformers notsupported with shipping documentsvMIM M edible forprocurement
42ran#ofrner$ notSigbted at” e bidders"wareNousew i W$bsordered.

TM follow” are the general qyallfscation r™uirem ~ts for bidding:
AcopyofC ” te te ofIncorporation/ Businessregisirato ,
ftegisbation Car” cate and evklence of VAT remittances,
*  Current Company Tax Oearance Certificate forthe last three years.
Detailed Company profile including GrganlzatSana>* structure and details of Key staff to be
deployed ~>rthe project,
Verlialsieeyidence of similar |otfs successfully executed in tihe i t five years,
Evidence offinancial capability showing Company's Bar™: Statementforthe &stme yek
Company'sai”™ iM accountfor tfie last (3) tiree years.
Evidence of beir™i a manufacturer with SON or ISO Certification, relevant manufkturitag
capacities where necessary* copy of cc”*npany and equipment brochure should be submitted,
(Nanyfactors only),
*  Acopyefssvom Arming that~iinformation tselng provided liy the hkidmare true aN
correctin all particulars and that no officer of any relevant proct#ement oommittee(s) of Jos
W Hcity D”nbi”ion Company ~ ~ former or present Director, shareholder or has any
pecuniary interest in tlie bidd”;
* A team of inspectors from )m Bedriaty Distrtbuto Company w Il inspect the warehouse
~ere ttie Tmmiwmmm  housed before any W orksO«Jer Is issued.
* Any other relevant infmnatmn,

*

* k% *

C HETHOD OF APFUCATION

Merested mdws are to collect tef*er documents lIrom the office of Pnndpal Manager
(Prooirenwst) M iiec” c% Disblbsution COmpny on f* Boor of Ite”iclty House, No-1 Ahmadu
BelloWay,Jos,

D. - - -

Interested Applicants should submit ttw Technical & Financial Bid Documents along with tfie
requirement seated atae in sealed envekspes Marked *Tend” for ... (irdicate LOT NOJ)*,
Name aod mailing address ofthe Tender Company shall feeclearly stated Oil the back of
the envelopes. Hie documents must be deilveed by hand to reach the following address on or
before 12sO0ONo»»i0il i*M ~rctiaoia T\

The Chief Executive Officer
Power Holding Company of Nigeria
Jos Electricity Distribution Company
» No>9 Ahmadu SeUo Way* PMB 2717, Jos,
Plateau State,. Nigeria.

Tlwee sets (orlglfial and two copies) and a Soft Copy are to fee submitted, All

information shall be provided lit Eoglisti i*figuage.

mm.

* Bid shall be opened on the same day by 2:.00pm and venue shall be 3os 2oo0e
Conference Room, 3 FloorofElectricity House”Nilo.9 Ahma&tSel&Way, Jos.

All; prospective contractors should note that non-compliance with ;the
requirementsabovew i lead to outrightd i~ uaferto .

* Each Lot must be bidded for separately, Each Bid Document can be
;pu?chasedata non-fefundable fee  One HiMidred Thousand (NIOONMKIO™NOO0) onlyThe
method of m m m w i be by mvk draft payable to The Q\M Executive Officer, Jos Bectnsdty
Oistritjutkm ODmpanyf 305>

*  Bidtlersare advised footeidfor lo ts io the ~eas of theircompetetxy.

*  Anytendertf~t s notsubstantially re*osnsive will nottee{srocessed

* Only successful bidders will be contacted, Jos Electricity Distribution
Company shall notentNinfeo any cofrespondencewtth any unsuccessful bidder,

*  TNsAdvertisementshaN rsotibeconstrued asacomn”bnenton ~>epartof 30s £lactricity
Olstritiutksn Company nor shall it entitle responding Contractors to seek any indemnity from
thiscompany by virtue” such Contracte having responded to mis advertisement

* Jos Oecsr™ty Distributo Company will verify all claims by companies. Hence, all necessary
authority and guarantee for verifications must be submitted

* Furtherdirfe& on can beobtainedton*

The Principal Manager (Procurement)
3m Bedridty DistnOuhon Company
T Floor, Electricity House

No>9 At redu BeMNo Way, Jos,

E-mail: jiosedc#yahooxom

Jos Electricity Distribution Company
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\dsaefr teNionky Hirat Leghs

Eminent Elders Group,

do Gen. Dr. Yakubu Gowon GCFR,
Yakubu Gowon Centre,

Yakubu Gowon Crescent,

Asokoro, Abuja

. 27"iJanuary 2010
Senator David Mark GCON

President o f the Senate

Senate of the Federal Republic of Nigeria,
Three Arms Zone,

Abuja

M. Senate President

THE STHTE OF THE NATION

I have been mandated and have the honor to address this letter to Your Excellency on issues of fundamental importance to the wellbeing ofour dear
nation Nigeria. '

For well over eight weeks now our President has teen ill and out of the country. This illness and long absence from the country is causing serious

Itis for this reason that I called the meeting ofsome ofour former Presidents and Heads o f State, former ChiefJustices o fNigeria and elder Statesmen
today. The meetingwas held atthe ECOW AS Parliamentand attended by the following:

NAME POSITION

1 His Excellency Alhaji Shehu Shagari Former President

2. HisExcellency ChiefErnest Shonekan Former Head o f State

3. Dr.AlexEkwueme Former Vice President

4. Hon.Justice Mohammed Awwal Uwais s FormerC.J.N

5. Hon, Justice Alfa Beigore FormerC.J.N

6. Hon. Justice Kutigi FormerCJ.N

7. Lt. Gen, T.Y Danjuma Former Minister

8. ChiefSolomon D. Lar Former Minister

9. ChiefEdwin Clark Former Minister

10. Mallam Adamu Ciroma Former Minister

11.  AlhajiAhmedJoda Fmr, FederaiPermanent Secretary
12.  Prof. Jerry Gana Former Minister & Facilitator
13.  Sen.Jonathan S, Zwingina Senator & Facilitator

|Following a critical review ofthe general political situation ofthe country in the recent past, but more especially since the illness o fthe President and
his prolonged absence, it was decided to address this letter to Your Excellency, the Vice President and the Speaker of the Federal House of |
| Representatives.

Resolution ofthe issue ofActing President pending the return ofthe President It is important to resolve thisissue by inviting the President to formally
[issue the necessary communication that will enable the Vice President to be Acting President in accordance with section,145 o fthe 1999 constitution as
soon as possible.

Wewish Your Excellency wel .

Yours sincerely,

Getfffir. Yakubu Gowon GCFR
For& onbehalfofEminent Elders Group

SNaEB/in\é\/ords of our Elders are words of wisdom. Let those who have ears listen to what the Elders are

Courtesy National Interest Group (NIG)
Trtl){]e]% rms Zone,



DIGEST

Howyour face reveals
the traumasyou've
been through,

by ageing faster

TAKE a look in the mirror and
you may assume that each emerg-
ing wrinkle is simply down to the
passing of time. But the reality is
far more complex.

A new study has discovered
that ageing Can happen in spurts,
and that these bursts of activity
are driven by the way we live and
the traumas we suffer. Whether
it is crash-dieting or being made
redundant, events such as these
can quickly put years on our face.

The findings are revealed
exclusively to The Mail on Sun-
day as a Result of an investigation
over the past nine years looking at
facial ageing in 118 women which
was presented at an international
meeting held in Paris earlier last
month.

Carried out by consultant
plastic surgeon Mr Rajiv Grover,
who is based in Londons Harley
Street, the research has shown
how factors such as yo-yo dieting,
bereavement, divorce and stress
can cause bursts ofageing activity
in the face.

‘We know children grow in
spurts, but the aim of this study

The tell tall

EVERYONE knows thatlfadog’s
ears are up and its tail is wagging
vigorously, itis definitely pleased
to see you.

Now, scientists using a robot
have found that the way dogs use
their tails is more subtle than we
thought and that dogs that wag
them to the left may be more
friendly.

The animal psychologists
discovered that when real dogs
approached a life-sized black

was to see whether the proc-
ess of ageing was gradual or if
it occurred in spurts as well. It
became apparent that while every-
one has a gradual ageing process,
ageing can also happen in accel-
erated spurts, precipitated by life
events such as significant weight
loss or the stress of a divorce.’
Rajiv Grover followed 118
women aged 40 to 45 for up to
nineyears (average 7.2 years) dur-
ing the past decade, taking annual

measurements in differentareas of
the face.

At the end of the study the
results were then analysed graphi-
callyto see how quickly each facial
feature aged over the decade, tak-
ing into account lifestyle factors
that had happened at different
points in the period and whether
they contributed to the ageing
process.

To establish how a face ages, it
was analysed in thirds: the upper
third runs from the forehead to
the eye, the middle third from
the lower lid to the upper lip and
the bottom third comprises the
mouth and jaw line.

Using special instruments
known as vernier callipers, the
face was then assessed in terms
of brow height (the dropping
of the forehead and brow is the
main sign of ageing), fat volume
in the cheeks and the depth ofthe
nasolabial fold which runs from
the side of the nose to the corner
of the mouth. Jowl thickness was
also taken as well as measurement
of ageing in the lower third of the
face.

Three years ago, Mr Grover
published a report which sug-
gested that ageing in the face
started with volisume loss - or
loss of fat tissues - in the late 30s,
followed by the effects of gravity
around seven years later.

Not all ofthe face, he said, aged
in dramatic spurts. Analysis of
the results folmd that ageing was
gradual in the forehead, brow, jowl
and jaw line. ‘However, ageing in
the mid-face seemed to happen in
dramatic-spurts with up to 35 per
cent of a womans cheek volume
being lost in just one year,” says
Mr Grover.

So what are the factors that
seem to drive the sunken cheeks,
heavy jowls, lines and wrinkles?
The most significant issue was
yo-yo dieting, when there had
been a weight loss of more than
1lib in one year.

‘When you lose and gain
weight repeatedly, it affects the
ligaments that support the soft
tissue in the face, allowing them
to stretch and then relax. When
this happens it causes the face to
drop. Itis the same principle that
happens to women who find a
change in their breast shape after
they have had children and then
breast-fed.

The ligaments are affected in a

DA“_Y TRUST Monday, February 1,2010

similar way,’ says Mr Grover.
Other issues driving the age-
ing spurts were stressful life events
such as redundancy, divorce or
bereavement, as well as illness,
notably breast cancer which par-
ticularly affects this age group.
Now we know that our lifestyle
can speed up the ageing process,
what can we do to age gracefully?
‘There are some things you just
cant avoid, such as divorce or los-
ing your job, though there is no
doubt that avoiding stress would
prevent an accelerated ageing
spurt,” says Mr Grover. ‘But there
are thingsyou can control. The best

to avoid yo-yo dieting and to not
lose weight by some rapid, crash
regime. It may also help to take a
Vitamin D supplement as this has
an effect on the skins physiology.
And because the body makes Vita-
min D from sunlight, and we get so
little sun in this country, it is easy
to be deficient’

An example of an ageing spurt
revealing itself in the face was
experienced by Christine McGov-
ern, 51, a housekeeper from Jersey,
who is single with one daughter.
She cites divorce as the reason for
the sudden loss in volume of her
face.

clue to a happy dog... they wag it to the left

Labrador with a mechanical tail,
they were less wary of it when it
was wagging its tail on the left
side of its body.

When the robot’s tale wagged
to the right side, far fewer dogs
approached it in a confident
manner. Inthe experiments, the
researchers used a model with
black synthetic fur covering a
wire-framed body.

A small motor allowed the tail
to be manipulated by a hand-held

remote control.

More than 500 dogs were
filmed as they approached the
model in a public park.

In the study, published in the
journal Laterality, the researchers
looked in particular at whether the
dogs were hesitant or not as they
walked up to the model, as stop-
ping or pausing can be a sign of
lack of confidence, doubt or fear.
In the first batch of the experi-
ments, 56 per cent of the animals

approached the model with-
out hesitation when the tail was
wagged to the left, but only 21 per
cent had such a direct approach
when it went to the right.

When  the researchers
excluded incidents where own-
ers were present and may have
influenced the behaviour oftheir
pets, the results were similar: 41
per cent of the dogs approached
continuously when the tail was
wagging to the left, while only

28 per cent did so when it was on
the right.

The researchers, from the Uni-
versity of Victoria in Canada, said
they did not know whether the
dogs’ behaviour was the result of
experience or an inherited predis-
position.

But they warned that the
results suggested that the contro-
versial practice of tail docking in
some breeds could disrupt com-
munication between animals.
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Sign

Say it, they will be shot.

Language

Photo location: Penang, Malaysia, by Ann Hof
Culled from www.signspotting.com

EASY CROSSWORDS

ACROSS
. Miseries
. Pineapple
middle
9, Animation
collectible
12, Fascinated
by
1$ Ring stone
14. Pierre s
friend
15, Official
stamp
16, Load
17. Be sorry
18, Printed
cotton cloth
20. Resound
22. Benefactor
24. "Thanks
__IF(2
wcte.)
27. Gossip
30, That girl
31, I
was,)
32, Lyricist
ershwin
33, f*0e'8
middle

T -

name

36- Crooner
‘King" Cole

38, S bucfc*
ling aetor
Errol

38. Like an
antique

39. Nautical
affirmative

40. *Lwant
atom* (2
witfo)

41. Chilean
mountains

43, Bacon and

46. Aside from

4* W taping
machine

61,*8lame___

Solution

Nova” {2
wds.)

53. Eignt. to
Eduardo

64— , capita

55, Liberal s
side

56. Threesome

57, Vegetarian
staple

58, Johnson of
laugh-In”

m. Poilt

DOWN

1f Neighbor of
Mich,

2. Draft statu®
(hyph.)

3. Relative of
etc, (2 wds}

4, ™ asa
rock

a Captain’s
superior'
Go out _
limb (2
wds.]

t » 3
11 <
\%

1#

U
w

2 Winona of
8 EDracuIa*
. Company
head
(abbr.)
INothing
could be
finer” ioeaie
10, osstrichlike
bird
11. fudge the
facta
W Songwriter
George M

21. Actor
Linden .
23, | ough fabric
25. "All fightr
26. Pierre’s
head
27. Natural
talent
m> Sing

Candle
aroma

. Book part

Paata

sp ecifics
tiont£
wds.)

. Not pop.
. Fatf
. HlgNanOars

loom

monster

: Tan color
. Hartman or

Donahue

. Captured
, Gore and

SideY* e.g.
tabbf)

, Company*®

head
(abbr.)

. Ffequently.

to Keats

a* n

3d

Aft «47

to Easy Crosswords

UDOKU

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"given"- these are there to start you off. The aim is
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region must contain just one instance of each

number, 1-9.

76

3 S

Solution
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3
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Why FW de Klerk let Nelson
Mandela out of prison

On 11 February 1990, the then president of heid. Twenty years on, he talks about the cir-

South Africa, FW de Klerk, took the fateful

cumstances that led him to set the worlds most

decision to release Nelson Mandela, the char- famous political prisoner free, launching a new
ismatic hero of the struggle against apart- erainadivided country

MANDELA gives the Black Power salute to a crowd of 120,000 at
Soccer City Stadium in Soweto following his release from prison

February 1990

fter 26 years in cap-

tivity, Nelson Man-

dela did not want to

be set free straight

away. Two days
before his release, the worlds
most famous political prisoner
was taken to see President FW
de Klerk in his Cape Town office.
The president got a surprise.

“I told him he would be flown
to Johannesburg and released
there on 11 February 1990. Mr
Mandelas reaction was not at all
as | had expected,” said Dfe Klerk.
“He said: ‘No, it is too soon, we
need more time for preparation’
That is when 1 realised that long
hours of negotiation lay ahead
with this man.”

Twenty years after the event,
sitting in the study of his Cape
Town home, Frederik Willem
de Klerk, now 73, still has the
headmasterly style and deliberate
speech that the watching world
came to know as he played a cru-
cial role in dismantling apart-
heid. But the winner of the 1993

Nobel peace prize still recalls the
enormous leap of faith that was
required to negotiate the end of
white minority rule with what he
describes as the “fundamentally
socialistic” African National Con-
gress of the time.

Just after 4pm on the date
appointed by De Klerk, Man-
dela, then 71, walked free, hold-
ing the hand of his wife, Winnie.
The prisoner had lost his argu-
ment for a later release date but
had persuaded De Klerk to allow
him to leave directly from Victor
Verster prison, in Paarl, near Cape
Town. Mandela held up his fist in
an ANC salute. In an instant he
switched from being a symbol of
the oppressed to the global sym-
bol of courage and freedom that
he remains today.

Mandelas release did not sig-
nal the end of apartheid. In fact,
the white-ruled pariah state was
entering the most dangerous
chapter in its history since the
introduction of racial separate-
ness in 1948.

FW de Klerk and Nelson Mandela at a photocall on Wednesday, May 2,1990 in Cape Town.

Four hours after leaving
prison, Mandela arrived in Cape
Town to address thousands of
people gathered outside city hall.
The impatient crowd had clashed
with police and bullets had been
fired. But Mandela did not bring
a message of appeasement. “The
factors which necessitated armed
struggle still exist today,” he told
the cheering onlookers.

Mandela called on the interna-
tional community to maintain its
sanctions. “I have carried the idea
ofademocratic and free society in
which all persons live together in
harmony and with equal oppor-
tunities. | hope to live to see the
achievement of that ideal. But if
need be, it is an ideal for which |
am prepared to die,” he shouted.

With hindsight, Mandela
used the fiery address to take up
a negotiating position and con-
vince the black majority that he
had not made a secret pact with
the authorities.

eKlerk had hismoment of
truth nine days earlier, in
an address to the all-white

De Klerk speaks slowly and
clearly - and charmlessly. He is
a lawyer from a strict, Calvin-
ist tradition in which displays of
emotion are a seen as a sign of
weakness. His one quirk seems to
be the incessant chewing of gum.
He has lived in this modern house
in Fresnaye for 18 months, having
moved into Cape Town with his
second wife, Elita, from his farm
in Paarl. He points out that, from
his garden, he has a view of Rob-
ben Island, where Mandela spent

18 years in prison. It is a fact. He

parliament that coined the phetass not reveal whether it leaves

“anew South Africa” “There were
gasps in the house, yes,” said De
Klerk, “but not at the news of Mr
Mandelas release. The gasps came
when | announced the unbanning
not only of the ANC but also the
South African Communist party
and ofall affiliated organisations,
which included the armed wing
ofthe ANC, Umkhonto we Sizwe.
There were gasps then and, from
the far-right party,* protest® and
boos.”

him hot or cold.

But radical change requires
steely nerves. De Klerk had
become president in September
1989, the son of a National party
cabinet minister and the nephew
ofa prime minister. He grew up
with Afrikaner fear in his DNA -
the dread that after 400 years on
the tip of Africa and the struggle
against British colonial rule, his
Huguenot descendants would be
chased into the sea by the black

majority. That fear contributed
to policies that built his nation -
forced removals to create racially
segregated areas and blacks being
deprived of their citizenship, ft
led to “passbooks”, introduced to
restrictblack peoples movements
beyond those that were necessary
to the economy, and separate
beaches, buses, hospitals, schools,
universities and lavatories for
blacks, whites, mixed-race “col-
oureds” and Indians.

she prepared his 2 Febru-

ary speech at his holiday

home in Hermanus in the

est Cape, De Klerk claims

he had no confidant “My pred-

ecessor, PW Botha, had an inner

circle and I did not like it | pre-

ferred decisions to evolve out of

cabinet discussions. That way we

achieved real co-ownershipofour
policies.”

He says his consultative style
was a break with National party
culture. But he also claims - ina
line of argument that allows him
to avoid condemning apartheid
outright - that the system unrav-
elled through a gradual process.
Even today, he admits only that
international sanctions against
South Africa “from time to time
kept us on our toes”.

In 1959 prime minister Hen-
drik Verwoerds government
divided black South Africansinto
eight ethnic groups and allocated
them “homelands* - nations
within the nation. The move was
a cornerstone of an Afrikaner

CONT*D on Page 47
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News Extra

AL Qaeda leader Osama bin Laden, inavideo still from 2007

sama bin Laden

blamed the United

States and other

industrialised

countries for caus-
ing global warming in an extraor-
dinary message issued at the
weekend.

CONTDfrom Page 46

nationalist dream to create a
republic, but it led to international
isolation. De Klerk was avigorous
supporter. “l wanted us to take a
more adventurous approach to
the nation state concept, but the
project ultimately failed because
the whites wanted to keep too
much land for themselves.

“The third phase - which coin-
cided with my entering cabinet
but was not started by me - was
a shift towards reform. It focused
on making separate development
more acceptable while still believ-
ing it was just. But by the early
1980s we had ended up inadead-
end street in which a minority
would continue to hold the reins
of power and blacks, outside the
homelands,' really did not have
any meaningful political rights.
We had become too economically
inter-dependent. We had become
an omelette that you could not
unscramble.”

n 1986 the'National party
abandoned the concept of
separate development, “We

In a departure from his usual
religious rants, the Al Qaeda
leader lectured on the dangers of
climate change, claiming the only
solution was to ‘bring the wheels
of the American economy’ to a
halt.

Rather than vows to inflict

De Klerk says: “When | first met
Mandela we did not discuss any-
thing of substance, wesjust felt
each other out. He spent a long
time expressing his admiration
for the Boer generals and how
ingenious they were during the
Anglo-Boer war. We did not dis-
cuss the fundamental problems or
our political philosophies at all.

“Later, during the negotia-
tions, it became clear that there
was a big divide. On the economic
side, the ANC was fundamentally
socialistic, the influence of the
Communist party was pervasive
and they wanted nationalisation.
They also wanted to create an
unelected government of national
unity which would organise elec-
tions. We insisted on governing
until a new constitution had been
negotiated and adopted by parlia-
ment.”

De Klerk’s successive negoti-
ated victories potentially saved
South Africa from the post-colo-
nial governance void suffered
by many other countries on the
continent. They also entrenched
minority rights constitutionally
and set the country on a capital-

embraced the idea of a unitedist path. “The government that

South Africa with equal politi-
cal rights for all, but with very
effective protection of minori-
ties. Then my predecessor lost his
enthusiasm. When | took over,
my task was to flesh out what was
already a fairly clear vision, but we
needed broad support. We needed
negotiation.”

De Klerk moved quickly. In
October 1989, a month after suc-
ceeding Botha, he released Man-
dela’s political mentor, Walter
Sisulu, and seven other promi-
nent Robben Island prisoners.

came into power after the April
1994 elections was going to need
a budget. It was drafted by our
finance minister, Derek Keys, and
he convinced them of the neces-
sity to stay within the free-market
principles that had been in force
in South Africa for decades. The
ANC has stuck to these principles
and that is one of the great posi-
tives.”

He worries that the left wing
ofthe governing alliance - which
supported President Jabob Zuma’s
offensive to oust Thabo Mbeki in

Global warming? You can blame
America for that, says bin Laden

death and destruction on the U.S.
and its allies, the man behind the
September 11 atrocity in New
York discussed the environmen-
tal future of the planet and 'mon-
etary policy.

‘This is a message to the whole
world about thqgse who are caus-
ing climate change, whether
deliberately or not, and what we
should do about that,” he declared.

He blamed Western industr-
ialised nations for hunger, caus-
ing flooding and the destruction
offertile ground across the globe.

And he warned solutions must
be ‘drastic’ rather than ‘partial’

Although bin Laden has
briefly referred to climate change
and global warming in past mes-
sages, this fresh audiotape was his
first dedicated to the topic,.

The speech, which included
almost no religious rhetoric, has
been interpreted as an attempt

by the terror leader to broaden
the appeal of his message beyond
Islamic militants.

‘Talk about climate change is
not an ideological luxury but a
reality,’ he said in the tape released
to the Al Jazeera television net-
work, adding: ‘All of the indus-
trialised countries, especially the
big ones, bear responsibility.’

Bin Laden referred to the fact
that while wealthy nations had
agreed to the Kyoto Protocol that
binds them to emissions targets,
former U.S. President George
Bush later rejected such limita-
tions in deference to big business.

He called for a boycott of
American products and the end
of the U.S. dollar as a world cur-
rency.

‘We should stop dealings with
the dollar and get rid of it as soon
as possible,” he said in the brief
recording.

MANDELA (right) leaves the synagogue, being used asacourt, in
Pretoria, South Africa, atthe end ofthe day's proceedings during

the first treason trial

2008 - will win its current cam-
paign for payback. De Klerk, who
retired as deputy president in
1997, also believes South Africa
is ripe for a political shake-up,
maybe as soon as in next year’s
municipal elections.

“You cannot say we are a
healthy, dynamic democracy
when one party wins almost
two-thirds of the vote. We need a

realignment in politics. I am con-
vinced there will be further splits
in the ANC because you cannot
keep together people who believe
in hardline socialism and others
who have become convinced of
free-market principles. The 2011
elections will be the opportunity
for some much-needed shock
therapy. |1 hope people at those
elections will use their right to

‘l know that this has great
consequences and grave ramifi-
cations, but it is the only means
to liberate humanity from slavery
and dependence on America,

‘It is necessary for us to avoid
doing business in the dollar, and
to finish with it in the fastest pos-
sible time’

The terrorist even used a quo-
tation from American liberal
political activist Noam Chomsky
to support his cause.

He said: ‘Noam Chomsky was
correct when he compared the
U.S. policies to those ofthe Mafia.

‘They are the true terrorists
and therefore we should refrain
from dealing in the U.S. dollar
and should try to get rid of this
currency as early as possible.’

He argued that such steps
would also hamper Washingtons
war efforts in Afghanistan and
Irag.

vote less with emotion and more
through reason to express their
concerns about the failure ofserv-
ice delivery.”

he foundation he runs in
Cape Town officially exists
to defend the constitu-

tion but places a strong focus on

minority rights - those of Afri-
kaners and the Afrikaans-speak-
ing “coloured” population. “The
ANC has regressed into dividing
South Africa again along the basis
of race and class. We see an atti-
tude inwhich for certain purposes
all people of colour are black, but
for other purposes black Africans
have a more valid case in the field
of, for example, affirmative action
than do brown or Indian South
Africans. The legacy of Mandela
- reconciliation - urgently needs
to be revived.”

He says some whites still
accuse him of having given the
country away. Asked what would
have happened had he not made
the 2 February speech, De Klerk
has a ready answer. “To those peo-
ple I say it is a false comparison
to look at what was good in the
old South Africa against what is
bad today.

“If we had not changed in the
manner we did, South Africa
would be completely isolated. The
majority of people in the world
would be intent on overthrowing
the government. Our«economy
would be non-existent - we would
not be exporting a single case of
wine and South African planes
would not be allowed to land any-
where. Internally, we would have
the equivalent of civil war.”

Culledfrom theobserver.co.uk
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NITEL: How 2yrs unpaid
salaries tore families apart

Yesterday marked 18 months of the long wait by workers of NITEL/MTEL for their salaries to be paid. In

November, five ,months was approved by the federal government to be paid to them.

Two months after, only one month has been paid. This report attempts to highlight the intrigues and
half-truths that have made the staffto suffer unprecedented hardship against the back ground that the

company is on the privatisation slab to be concluded, maybe soon.

LATE MarvelousJustin John Umoh
By Yunus Abdulhamid

TUSTIN John Umoh was a young man
I from Cross State in his late 30s who had
I worked at the Finance department of

MTEL, the mobile arm of the Nigeria Tel-

ecommunications Limited (NITEL).

He took ill in December but for lack of
money, he couldn’t get medical attention.
On December 10,2009 when the workers of
the firm came to protest at the BPE over the
continued delay of their salaries, he man-
aged tojoin them. There, they were assured
by the BPE of facilitating the prompt pay-
ment latest December 15. That didn’t hap-
pen.
Mathew, a colleague of Justin at MTEL
told Daily Trust that he (Justin) had come to
the head office of NITEL to beg for money
from staffto enable him get medical atten-
tion butgot nobody to give him. They were
all financially grounded anyway.

Justin died in a hospital few days after
being told that the promise by the NCP was
not fulfilled.

On November24,2009, the NCP chaired
by Vice President Goodluck Jonathan
approved die five months payment to the
staffout ofthe 17 months owed them. This
was to cover the period the federal govern-
ment had controlled the ~nce vibrant tele-
com firm after revoking its sale to Transcorp
onJune 1,2009. Transcorp owed them 12
months salaries before the sale was revoked.

BPE spokesman, Mr Chigbo Anichebe
had told Daily Trust then that “the NCP
approved that N3 billion be borrowed from
theaccountsofNITEL Pension Fundin Lig-
uidation to pay five months salary ofwork-
ers of the Nigeria Telecommunications Pic
(NITEL) and rent for the offices of NITEL
and its mobile arm, M-telT

They were to be paid in tranches; a
month in November 2009, two in Decem-
ber and another two in January, 2010. So

far, only one month was paid last December
after atwo day long protest by the aggrieved
staff, Daily Trust check reveal.

Friday’s wife abandoned hinj and
returned to her father's house recently
because she couldn’t cope any more with
the economic hardship the non payment of
salaries has subjected the family to over the
past two years.

Ugochukwu Godwin is yet another
worker of the once vibrant foremost
national carrier. With his kids out of school
and having a running battle with his land-
lord over payment ofaccumulated rents, he
said his survival has depended on relatives
and friends.

However, some of these kind friends
and family members are beginning to
lose patience, he said. “These days, some
of them don’t pick my calls, because they
fear | was going to request for assistance
as usual, which apparently is taking toll on
them. They have families to take care too,”
he lamented.

Another staffofMTEL, from Kogi state,
who didn’t want his name on print said he
is now a taxi driver to make ends meet. But
not many of them are as lucky as him who
has the fortune ofowning a car.

In December, 2009 when workers of
NITEL from across the country converged
on the premises of BPE to protest, one of
them got a knock of his life.

He received a head wound from a sus-
pected BPE staffwho hauled a stone at the
Protestants from the BPE’s premises. He
was the unlucky one to be hit by the stone.

Haruna, who is a staff of NITEL, came
from far away Sokoto to join his compa-
triot to press home demands for their long
overdue salaries and allowances. He had his
forehead bandaged.

He had told Daily Trust then: “I was
standing at the gate when the man inside
picked the stone and hauled it at me. It was

the police that came later and took me to the
Maitama Hospital for treatment.”

The Police later came upon invitation
by the management of BPE to quell the
impending crisis.

Sunny lyke is a sta*fof MTEL. His wife
put to bed recently through caesarean ses-
sion at the National Hospital, Abuja. He said
paying the N300,000 hospital bill was one
ofthe most harrowing experience of his life
after staying for the past months without
salaries.

Ibrahim Saleh came from far away
Gombe State to be part of one the protests
by workers. Amidst tears, he told Daily
Trust how his family celebrated the last sal-
lah without food.

He said: “I could afford only N700 for
my wife and | left for Abuja with the hope
that I would get my salaries as promised by
the BPE but to my dismay, when we came,
the BPE is telling us that our money had
been lodged with the liquidator of NITEL.
Did Iwork for a liquidator or government?”
he asked.

By January 13,2010, the workers came
back again knocking at the BPE, staging a
barricade at the agency’s gate after waiting
in vain to get their salaries.

The BPE placed the blame squarely on
the shoulders of the liquidator, Olusola
Adekanola and Co, a Chartered Account-
ants firm in Lagos. The Court appointed the
firm as the liquidator ofthe NITEL/MTEL
Pension Fund.

The liquidator Otunba Olushola
Adekanola allegedly admitted fixing the
money at Skye Bank.

Daily Trust could not get his comment as
atpress time. He didn’t return calls placed to
his number as well as text message.

But Otunba Olushola had told this
reporter on phone two weeks ago that the
payments were to be effected before that
weekend. He blamed the delay on difficul-

ties associated with getting huge amount
of money like N3 billion out of the banks.

El-Amin Abdullahi is a staffof MTEL.
He was one of the team that negotiated
with the BPE management in December
on prompt payment ofthe salaries. He told
Daily Trust on phone yesterday that their
colleagues in Lagos barricaded the liqui-
dator’s office in Lagos to protest over the
delay where they were reportedly assured
that the money would beready by Thursday
this week. ElI-Amin said he didn't believe
that would happen as promised.

According to him, the EFCC invited the
liquidator last week over the issue but could
not comment on what was discussed at the
meeting.

Ifitis correct that the money is being
fixed, which is obviously at the detriment
of the workers who have suffered a long
neglect by successive owners of NITEL,
other questions that come to mind are:
“who ordered that the money been fixed?
Could it be the Vice President who chairs
the NCP? And who is the one or those ben-
efiting from the transaction-the interest
accruable to the money? These are some of
the questions begging for answers.

It is inconceivable and incongruent
with the stance of the present administra-
tion ofrule of lawthat monies meant for the
payment of workers entitlement would be
diverted to other personal uses and more
than two months after the federal govern-
ment had approved the payments, little has
been achieved.

Would it be correct to assume there-
fore that the Vice President who oversees
the BPE and the technical committee that
are steering the ship of NITEL for a fifth
attempted sale looks elsewhere and pre-
tend not see what is happening? Or that the
advisers ofthe Vice President foil to bring to
his notice of the continued delay to imple-
ment or disobedience to his orders?

Itis by no means an easy task getting the
answers to these nagging questions.

When the DG of BPE, Dr Christopher
Anyanwu assembled journalists in his
office on June 1,2009 to annouhce the rev-
ocation ofthe sale of NITEL to Transcorp,
he said among reasons for the revocation
was its (Transcorp) inability to pay salaries
and arrears of staff, and making the NITEL
agoing concern.

Eight months after the revocation and
the institution ofa technical committee by
the federal government where BPE is play-
ing a key role, the same sin is being com-
mitted by the government.

Last week Thursday, a group ofworkers
df the ailing company under the umbrella
of Concerned NITEL/MTEL Staff visited
Daily Trust, with a condemnation of the
BPE boss over a recent media interview
where he said “we have managed to bor-
row money to pay five months out of 17.
We horrowed from NITEL pension fund
because government would not lend us
money... .we borrowed N3 billion to offset
five month salaries.”

The leader ofthe group speaking under
anonymity said: “Our landlords are accus-
ing us of collecting our salaries and refus-
ing to pay the rents we owe. It's been a huge
challenge for us since Monday when the
DG s interview was published.”
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FG appoints Omate
as e-learning partner

From Zakariyya Adaramola, Lagos

OMATEK Computers has been
appointed by the Federal Ministry
of Education as one ofthe leading
providers of hardware/software
to implement the Federal Gov-
ernments e-learning initiative
which involves the deployment
ofa robust content/curriculum as
well as monitoring and evaluation
to ensure continuity and seamless
implementation.

This, according to a state-
ment from Omatek, will be done
on a Public Private Partnership
(PPP) basis. Other partners on
the project include Calfa> Galaxy
Backbone and Zinox.

Speaking recently at the inau-
guration of the Policy Coordina-
tion and Implementation Com-
mittees on e-Learning Initiative,
the Minister of Education Dr.
Sam Egwu said the purpose was
to improve the quality ofteaching
and learning in schools through
the use of Information and Com-
munication Technology (ICT)
and increase the number of stu-
dents who are proficient IT users
in furtherance ofthe implementa-
tion ofthe Roadmap for the Nige-
rian Education sector.

According to the Minister, the
Education Roadmap clearly dem-
onstrates a deep understanding of
the key issues plaguing the Edu-

cation Sector and $ie e-learning
initiative is one ofthe strategies to
be implemented over the next few
years as part of efforts to reposi-
tion the Educatiori Sector.

In her remarks at the cer-
emony, the Group Managing
Director of Omatek Ventures
Pic, Mrs. Florence Seriki said the
e-learning initiative will provide
a platform to ensure that Infor-
mation and Communication
Technology tools are deployed
to classrooms under a carefully
structured e-learning environ-
ment equipped with internet
connectivity to create a virtual
connection between students and
teachers.

Google phases out support for IE6

GOOGLE has begun to phase out support for Inter-
net Explorer 6, the browser identified as the weak
link in a cyber attack on the search engine.

The firm said from 1March some ofits services,
such as Google Docs, would not work “properly”

with the browser.

Itrecommended individuals and firms upgrade
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“as soon as possible”.

Google threatened to withdraw from the Chinese
market following the “sophisticated and targeted”
attacks, which it said originated in China.

Hackers used a flaw in Microsofts Internet Explorer

(IE) browser to target the Gmail accounts of Chinese

human rights activists. BBC

«4

k  Scammers exploit

Apple iPad fever

CYBER conmen are cashing in on hype surrounding Apples
iPad. Security firms have come across attempts to subvertsearch
engines to catch out those seeking more information about the
tablet. Those who follow rogue links are re-directed to pages
that scan their computer looking for loopholes and vulnerabili-
ties.

Some scammers are using these to peddle security software
and others are trying to steal valuable data. Before and after
the launch of the tablet computer, terms such as “Apple” and
“iPad” were among the most popular on search sites and micro-
blogging services such as Twitter.

Symantec said it had seen hi-tech criminals tuning booby-
trapped webpages to show up near the top ofsearch results when
people go looking for more information.

Those visiting su~h webpages risk losing personal data,
Symantec researcher Joji Hamada warned in a blog posting.

Looking for search terms such as “Apple Ipad rumor” or
“Apple Ipad size” led people to sites peddling rogue security
software, he said.

Methusela Ferrer of software firm CA said she had seen so-
called “scraper sites” change to take advantage of iPad interest.
Scraper sites are automated pages that grab or “scrape” infor-
mation from news sites and other sources and combine them
to keep their pages at the top of search results.

Scraper sites often sell their services to cyber criminals who
create viruses and code to exploit vulnerabilities in browsers
and other programs. She said she had seen a sophisticated site
that tuned its attack depending on whether visitors were using
an Apple machine or a Windows PC.

Mac users got sent to a site that tried to entice them to use a
credit card to pay for pirated movies. On another site users got
sent to a site peddling fake Mac security software. BBC
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This is to inform the followtag candidates that they have been shortlisted for the recruitment interview
scheduled to hold as follows:

Tuesday 23 February, %ﬂ?esearch Assistants &Technologist | & II; Aptitude Test.

. Pr'HEipal Technologist &Senior Technologist
Friday 26th February, : Senior Librarian & Confidential Secretary.
\_/I-Bnue: Sheda Science & Technology Complex, Sheda, Abuja.

KM From Gwagwalada on Abuja-Lokoja Ro%.
For more enquiry Please Contact:

Time: 900m Daily.

Wednesday 2th Februar :Research Assistants & Technologist | & li
08036331266 0708117330

Thursday Zxh February, )Deputy Directors, Senior Research Fellows, Research Fellows 1 &1I,
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Nasarawa to construct N5.7bn 5-Star hotel

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

A Public/Private Partnership
(PPA) between Nasarawa State
government and the various local
government councils on one
hand, and an indigenous inves-
tor, Simans Hotel Limited has
awarded a $38 million contract for
the construction ofa 5-Star hotel
in Lafia, the state capital.

Also, the government has
awarded three other contracts
namely the construction of a
governors lodge in Kaduna at
the cost 0fN421,583,877.53 and
the restructuring and upgrading
of the Governors Lode in Abuja
at the cost of N493,412,383.41.
While the Abuja contract was
awarded to Savanah Associate
limited with the specification of

Billin LGexpends N1bnon

projects

From Aliyu M. Hamagam, Gombe

BILLIRI local government area of
Gombe state has expended about
N 0.7 billion for the construction
ofroad and market stallsacross the
LGA, the Chairman ofthe council,
Mr. Robinson Zebulun Wasa has
said.

The chairman made the disclo-
sure while exchanging views with
newsmen in Billiri, saying a con-
tract of 7 kilometres asphalt road
was awarded at the cost of N 500
million.

According to him, the proposed
road would transverse through
Baganje-Tanglang and Todi, add-
ing that 3 culverts and drainages
would form part ofthe requirement
ofthe specifications ofthe road.

The palace of the paramount

ruler of the area, Mai-Tangale was
marked for renovation and con-
struction of new structures at the
cost of over N25 million while at
Lasale and Baganje six blocks of
Market stalls were built in each of
the villages at the cost of N10 mil-
lion.

He said due to the importance
his administration attached to reli-
gion, his council had donated N15
million as part of its contribution
towards the construction of CAN
Centre while N 10 million was also
given to the Muslim Community
for the renovation and upgrading
ofthe Central Mosque.

According to him, the council
had spent the sum of N57 million
for the construction and furnishing
of the councils local government
governors lodge.

Inadequate funds hinders
early completion of Abaji- Lokoja road'

By Mustapha Suleiman

SOME key projects like the dualisa-
tionofKano -Maiduguriand Abuja
-Abaji—Lokoja road under the
Presidential Initiative Projects(PIPs)
have not been adequately funded
since awarded in 2006 which has
hampered the timely completion
ofthe projects.

This was stated by the Minis-
ter of Works, Housing and Urban
Development, Dr Hassan Muham-
mad Lawal during the ministry's
2009 ministerial press briefing held
in Nicon- Luxury hotel' on Thurs-
day in Abuja.

The minister added that the con-
tract for the dualisation of Ibadan-
llorin Road Section 1 (lbadan -
Oyo), which was expected to be

completed in 2009 was not pro-
vided for at all in the 2009 appro-
priation.

He also lamented that inad-
equate funding is generally a
challenge for many departments
and programmes in the Minis-
try, and it has been a hindrance to
the prompt payment of severance
benefits ofdisengaged officers; the
arrangement of capacity building
and training programmes for all
cadres ofstaff; acquisition ofdesir-
ableworking tools in some depart-
ments; un -availability of project
vehicles for site and projects
inspection.

He explained that excessive
loading by heavy trucks has been
aprimary cause of premature fail-
ure of roads.

five months completion period,
the Kaduna contract went to
Sageto Nigeria Limited and is
expected to be delivered within
eight months.

These, according to the state
commissioner for Information
and Orientation, Abdullahi Mus-
tapha Aliyu who briefed news-
men, last Thursday, were the deci-
sions made by the State Executive
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Council (SEC) during last weeks
meeting in Government House,
Lafia. Governor Aliyu Akwe
Doma presided over the SEC
meeting.

The commissioner noted that
government decided to engage in
the construction of a $38 million
US Dollar 5-Star hotel as part of
efforts to boost tourism in the
state.

The commissioner said the
decision to restructure and
upgrade the Governors Lodge
in Abuja included the provision
of facilities which the contractor
will handle along side the major
aspect of the project. He said the
decision to construct a lodge in
Kaduna came because ofthe need
to enhance the image of the state
at the sub-regional headquarters.

Infrastructure raises quality of life

By Nasir Imam

The quality and availability of
infrastructure form the bedrock
of all development and the qual-
ity of life in any country and the
existence of the right infrastruc-
ture in a society raises the quality
of life by creating amenities and
jobs; supporting industrialisation
and consumption of goods; and
contributing to macro economic
stability through the promotion of
HDI and GDP growth.

This assertion was made by
Engr Mansur Ahmed, CEO/
Director General, Infrastructure
Concession Regulatory Commis-

Kuje chairman wants speed bum

ByAbubakarSadiq Isah

THE chairman of Kuje Area
Council, Mr. Danladi Etsu Zhin,
last Friday, called on contractor,
S&M Engineering Limited, han-
dling road projects to erect speed
bumps on ail the completed town-
ship roads within the metropolis
ofthe council.

Zhin, who gave the order
while inspecting the just com-
pleted Unguwar Kayada roads
which was made of asphalt and
water drainage system, said the
decision by the council to mount
speed bumps was in order to pre-
vent accidents.

According to him, some
motorists and Okada riders could

take advantage of smoothness of
the road to over speed recklessly
and knock down pedestrians or
children that are crossing the
road.

He said most of the township
roads were impassable especially
during the raining season by vehi-
cles and motorcycles that became
a nightmare to residents of the

sion, in a paper “Engineering and
Infrastructural Development”
presented at the Nigerian Society
of Engineers Colloquim on “Engi-
neering Imperatives for National
Development” in honour of Engr.
O.A. Ajibola FNSE, 27th and new
president ofthe NSE held recently
in Abuja.

Engr. Mansur Ahmed, who
said the Almighty who made the
rivers, sun, mountains, land etc
to achieve a desired function
is probably Engineer Number
One, explained the broad disci-
pline of engineering to encom-
pass a range of more specialized

sub-disciplines, each with a more
specific emphasis on certain fields
of application and particular areas
oftechnology.

He said traditional international
branches ofengineering are catego-
rized, aerospace engineering, chem-
ical engineering, civil engineering,
electrical and electronics, engineer-
ing, mechanical engineering

“Infrastructure refers to those
physical structures that facilitate the
production of

goods and services, without
themselves being part of the pro-
duction process, that is, they form
the catalysts for development,” the
DGsaid.

ps on township roads

council, which he said the coun-
cil on assumption in office imme-
diately awarded contract for con-
struction ofsix major street roads.

The council boss, who also
inspected the 600 stretch metres
Unguwar Gade road in metrop-
olis of the council, disclosed the
road which will be made of stone
base and asphalt including water

drainage system was awarded at
the cost of N45 million.

He therefore advised the con-
tractor handling the road project
to carry out qualityjob in order to
ensure that the road last for 15 to
20 years, so that other on coming
administrations should not car-
ried out any repairs on the road
again.
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THE Federal Government said
last Thursday that it would stop
petroleum tankers from plying
Kaduna metropolitan roads from
March.

Dr Lawal Hassan, the Minis-
ter of Works, Housing and Urban
Development, announced this
while inspecting the Kaduna
Eastern Bypass project.

He said such tankers from
Kadumi Refinery would be
barred ~from the township roads
as soon as the 16km Abuja-
Kachia Highway was inaugu-
rated in March.

He said the importance of
the by-pass could not be over
emphasised because it would
decongest Kaduna township
roads and promote safety of its
residents.

The minister, however, said
the contract was almost revoked
in November 2009 due to slow
pace of work.

“l was pushed to give an ulti-
matum during the last inspec-
tion in November. I am now
impressed with the rate at which
the work is going.”

He assured the contractors

that payment would not be dif-
ficult on  completion of the
project after certification.

Lawal urged the contractors
to maintain the pace of work;
saying “funds are available for
payment for the project”.

He said the Federal Govern-
ment was not owing contrac-
tors handling various jobs in the
state.

Earlier, Mr Muzaffer Colac,
the Managing Director of Eski-
ogullari Construction Nig. Ltd.,
said 65 percent of the road had
been completed.

He assured government that
the remaining 35 percent would
be completed and ready for inau-
guration by March.

He commended the Fed-
eral Government for prompt
payment of contractors, saying
that it would encourage them to
expedite work on the project.

Alhaji Sani Sidi, the state
Commissioner for Works and
Transports, said the completion
of the by-pass would accelerate
the development of the Kaduna
MillenniunrCity.

(NAN)

Niger constructs skills
acquisition workshop for

prisoners

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

NIGER state government under
the Life Rehab program of Hajiya
Jummai Babangida Aliyu, has
expended N16.8 million on the
construction and equipping of
skill acquisition workshop for
prisoners in Minna.

She explained that out of the
N16.8 million spent on the skill
acquisition workshop, a total of
N 12 million was used to construct
the workshop while the sum ofN4
million was used to equip it.

The wife of the Niger state
governor who was at the Minna
central prison to also graduate 96
prison officers and inmates after
training successfully in computer
under the Life Rehab foundation
expressed desire to turn prison-
ers to skilled people after serving,
their jail terms.

“This occasion is not just

about commissioning of the skills
acquisition workshops, but also
to felicitate with 96 officers and
inmates that were successfully
trained in computer between the
year 2008 and 2009 respectively.

“The foundations effort there-
fore is to support the Nigerian
prison reform programme in
order to improve the lives of the
inmates by making them goal ori-
ented and improve their after care
service which is our major chal-
lenge”, she said.

She urged trainees to ensure
that the skills and knowledge
acquired from the training will
impact positively towards gener-
ating income for the inmates after
they are released.

She called on corporate organ-
izations, NGO s and individuals to
support the vision ofadding value
to the lives of prisoners and the
less privileged for a better society.
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INEC flags off 5,000 housing units
forjunior staff

By Abbas Jimoh

THE Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC), at the
weekend in Abuja, flagged offthe
building of 5,000 housing units
for its junior staff.

Laying the foundation stone
of the project which will be built
through a public private partner-
ship programme, INEC chair-
man, Prof. Maurice lwu, said he
commission decided to embark
on the project to make it easier for

the staffto carry out their duties.
He said the staff of the com-
mission always faced a lot of
hazards while carrying out their
duties especially that of accom-
modation which made it proper
for construction of the houses.
“In order to see to the realiza-
tion of the project in good time,
the commission rose to the chal-
lenge by opening up discussions
with banks, developers and mort-
gage financiers to provide the
necessary succour to the huge

number of affected staff,” lwu
said.

He however regretted that
there are still constraints of
acquiring land in some states and
Abuja even as he appealed to the
authorities concerned to assist
the Commission by providing
land as soon as possible.

He also revealed that the con-
tractors building the houses have
been given 24 months to com-
plete and hand over the keys for
the Abuja scheme.

Feb 28 deadline for Lugbe demolition still stands - FCTA

Usman A. Bello & Romoke W. Ahmad

THE Director, Department of
Development Control, Yahaya
Yusuf, says February 28 deadline
given to Lugbe residents along
Airport road in Abuja to vacate
the area still stands.

Yahaya stated this while brief-
ing newsmen after the monthly
sanitation exercise, on the depart-
ments next line of action about

the two hotels (Von Resort Hotel
and Vine Hotel) situated inside
the premisesjofBanex Plaza, along
Aminu Kano Crescent, Wuse 11,
Abuja. |

“In Lugbe we have a situation
where plot of land overlaps into
the other. We have got the original
layout of the area and any struc-
ture that overlap into the other
will be pulled down,’ he said.

He added thiat some residents

are also encroaching on the FCT
technology village in Lugbe area,
adding that they held a township
meeting with the residents last
week to adequately brief them
about the departments plan and
that the removal of such structure
is a continuous exercise.
However, while speaking with
our correspondent, Chairman of
Lugbe Community Development
Association, Prince M. Mustapha

accussed the FCT administration
of insincerity about the proposed
demolition arguing that the com-
munity association had an agree-
ment with the former FCT Min-
ister Dr. Aliyu Modibbo Umar
to integrate Lugbe in the Abuja
Master plan.

Yahaya however said the
department is presenting working
in Dei Dei, saying as soon as they
are through with it, they will move

over to Lugbe and that theywill not
relents in itefforts to remove illegal
structures in the city.

He said the department has
been battling with operator of the
Banex plaza on the issue of situat-
ing the hotel inside the plaza, and
that they will refer to the land use
atto carry out enforcement, saying
iftheyare found to breach the pro-
cedure, theywill take the necessary
action.



DAILY TRUST

Monday, February 1,2010

CITY NEWS

HOTLINES: 0803-3493-462 & 0703-8927-513

email: citynews@dailytrust.com
News about your capital city

General's suit to divorce
wife of 30 years resumes

By AbubakarYakubu

THE divorce suit instituted by
Major-General  Suraju  Alao
Abdulrahman to divorce his wife
of 30 years will tomorrow come
up at the FCT High Court, sit-
ting at Lugbe, Abuja, after suffer-
ing three transfers from various
courts.

Representatives of women
groups as well as female lawyers
in  Abuja have*signified their
intention to witness the trial

in a bid to know, whether an
alleged lady seen with the gen-
eral in public places is now mar-
ried to him.

Our reporter learnt that Major-
General Abdulrahman and his
wife Mariam, underwent court
marriage, which makes it an
offence for him to marry another
woman or have children outside
wedlock.

When the suit with number
HC/CV/PET/42/09 came up at
Lugbe High Court on December

15, 2009, Justice O.A. Adeniyi
directed parties in the suit to file
written depositions on oath ofall
their witnesses, which shall be
adopted as their respective evi-
dence-in-chiefin the case.

It would be recalled that Mrs
Mariam Wuraola Abdulrahman
had earlier called on her husband
to have a rethink of the divorce
suit for the sake of their children,
adding that they as well as herself
now live in fear since the matter
started.
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MAJOR-GENERAL Suraju Alao Abdulrahman and his wife Mar-
iam Wuraoladuring their court marriage.

PDP aspirant decamps to ANPP at Kwali

ilvS!

ANPP FCT Chairman Alhaji Usman Abdulmalik (right) presenting membership card to Alhaji

Usman Jiya at Kwali on Friday.
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Court orders Kwali Council to
pay contractor N19.2 m

By Abubakar Yakubu

AN FCT High Court sitting at Kwali has
ordered the Kwali Area Council to pay
Dream Potable Water Limited the sum
of N19, 208,007 for drilling two solar
boreholes at Piri and Gomani villages
of Kwali as well as for the five percent
retention money for the two contracts.

Justice O.C. Agbaza had declared
during his ruling that Dream Potable
Water is entitled to the sums and the
retention money for the contract it exe-
cuted for the area council.

The contractor had sought the court’s
intervention to direct Kwali council to
immediately pay to his company the
sum ofN 18,052, 316 and five percent
retention money for two contracts.

The judge observed during trial that
Kwali Council, represented by Mrs
Chuwa, did not file notice of intention
to defend nor an affidavit disclosing
a defence on the merit in compliance

with order 21 rules 5 of the rules of the
court.

He said the defendant only filed a
memorandum of appearance dated
November 30,2009, adding that it falls
short of the requirement of the provi-
sion of order 21, rule 3 and shows the
defendant has no defence to claim.

After the judgement, Dream Potable
Wiater in a letter dated January 22 and
written by their lawyer, Steve O. Eme-
lieze, reminded Kwali council’s Chair-
man ofthe judgement.

“We are aware that although your
council was in court on the day judge-
ment was entered, the plaintiffhas also
ensured that you are served with the
judgement and certificate of judge-
ment,” the lawyer stated.

He gave the council’s management
three days from the receipt of his letter
to obey the court’s judgement or leave
the plaintiffwith the option ofapplying
to court to enforce the judgement.

By Abubakar Sadiglsah

ONE of the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) chairmanship aspir-
ants in Kwali Area Council dur-
ing the party’s primaries, Alhaji
Usman Jiya, Thursday decamped
to the All Nigeria Peoples Party
along with 1,600 ofhis supporters.

Among those who decamped
to ANPP were three PDP council-
lorship flag bearers, namely Sal-
ihu Usman, representing Gumbo
ward, Adamu Mohammed, repre-
senting, Wako ward and Abdur-
rahman Jibrin, representing
Ashara ward.

While receiving the decamped
members at Kwaitavillage, ANPP’S
FCT Chairman, Alhaji Usman
Abdulmalik, commended the new
converts for their courage and
wise decision to pitch tent with
the ANPR noting that the coming
ofold PDP members to ANPP, the
party’s success wall be assured inthe

forth coming council election.

He said ANPP is a party that has
its manifesto that the masses ofthe
country have confidence in.

The party chairman assured the
new members that the party will
carry them, along while making
decision and sharing ideas for the
progress of the party, adding that
they should not allow themselves
to be deceived by money politics.

Speaking on behalf of the
decampees, Alhaji Usman liya,
said he decided with his support-
erstojoin ANPP for the purpose of
peace and progress of Kwali, say-
ing there are steps that one needs to
take to foster development.

He said since the assumption
of the PDP led government at the
council, no meaningful develop-
ment has been recorded, while the
living standards of people in the
council have not changed despite
huge aresource that is coming into
the councils coffer.

1000 children get free treatment at Jikwoyi

By Ron\okeW. Ahmad

ABOUT 1000 children at the
weekend received free treat-
ment at the Jikwoyi Medi-
cal Centre in a programme
initiated by ‘Train a Child
Network’; a Zaria based Non
Governmental  Organisa-
tion (NGO), whose aim is
to reach out to the less privi-
leged in various communi-
ties.

The treatments ranged
from malaria diagnosis, opti-
cal services, deworming as
well as giving multivitamin
drugs to children between
zero to 12 years.

One of the NGO’s Direc-
tors, Mrs. Awa Oladipe, said
some group of professionals
came together to impact on
the lives of Nigerian children,
especially the vulnerable.

“As you can see, the

number of people we have
here shows the level of pov-
erty as well as points to the
fact that some individuals
cannot afford hospital bill for
their children and | believe
our coming to this environ-
ment is a prayer answered to
some parent,” she added.

Mrs Oladipe said the group
chose lJikwoyi in order to
reach out to more children
because they discovered that
the numbers of people in the
suburbs are more than those
at the central areas in Abuja.

Apart from the treatments,
parents were also educated on
personal hygiene, while some
children got free items like
slippers, soaps, bibles, pam-
pers and treated mosquito
nets.

Dr. Ozy Okonokhua, prin-
cipal optometrist at Asokoro
Hospital gave free eve tests

and treated children with eye
problems.

The medical director of
Jikwoyi Medical Centre, Dr.
Emeka Anene, said the group
choose the medical centre
so that medical personnel in
the place can assist the group
in diagnosing the children
before their treatment.

“All my staffare on ground
to help the group and we also
donated treated mosquito
nets as the hospital’s support
to the programme, which
means that every child treated
here today would be giving a
free follow treatment after
three month at the hospital,”
he said.

Some parents whose chil-
dren benefitted from the
programme  commended
the organisers and called on
government and other phi-
lanthropists to emulate them.
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Tender Years puplls conduct
elections into prefect positions

By Abubakar Yakubu

A replicaofwhatexists dur-
ing elections period in a
democratic society was on
Friday exhibited at Tender
Years Preparatory School
at Wuse 2, Abuja, when the
pupils contested for elective
positions as pre(ects of the
school, under the Pupils
Democratic Party (PDP)
and the Action Pupils (AC)
party.

The PDP however won
the most votes with six of
its aspirants sweeping the
prefect positions as against
four candklates from the
AC.

Aspirants that won
under the PDP consisted
of Otonye Gabriel Eremie,
head boy; Shehu Rokibi,
asst head boy, Vanessa
Nkechika, health prefect;
Olurin Boluwatife, sports
prefect; Philip Pwanora,
social prefect and Eliza-
beth Nkechika, punctual-
ity prefect.

The AC aspirants that
won were Khadijat Mus-
tapha, head girl, Madumere
Chidera, asst head girl;
Minty Alexandra, social
prefect and Hassan Farida,

bell and light prefect.

Before the election
proper, campaigns were
conducted for a week with
posters and manifestos of
thevarious aspirants pasted
at strategic places in the
school, before pupils, par-
ents* as well as staff of the
school voted.

Coordinator of the elec-
toral process, Mr Ajayi
Isaac, disclosed that the
electoral process is a project
under the citizenship sub-
ject that has to be practical-
ised, adding thatthose con-
testing are from ages 7to 9
years, who went through a
normal electoral process.

He said the election
comes up yearly, while
those that emerge as win-
ners will be sworn-in on
February 12.

Also speaking, Assistant
Chef of the school, John-
son Uwem and Ms Ikomi,
head teacher, both said the
elections will make pupils
in the school understand
what a real electoral proc-
ess entails.

According to the head
teacher, the vision is to
have children that will
stand at par, if not better

than other children ofthe world.
She said the schools into active
and participatory learning, where

Nurul-Bayan Int'l Academy's students visit orphanage

NURUL-BAYAN International Academy students and
staffwith children of Abuja Children's Home Saturday.

By Usmen Bello

STUDENTS ofthe Nurul-
Bayan International Acad-
emy Saturday visited Abuja
Childrens Home at Karu,
Abuja, to give clothes and

foodstuffto children inside
the home.

The students, who were
led by the school’s Muslim
Students’ Society Coordi-
nator, “Malam Abdullahi
Yusuf, interacted with chil-

dren in the male, babies and
female wards of the home.
At the boys ward, the
sight of one Lucky Monday
attracted the students, who
sought to know if he was
sick because ofhis lean state.
Monday, who said he
is an orphan from Cross
River State, disclosed that
his sister brought him to
the home the previous
day because they could no
longer cope after his late
fathers step sister drove
them away from her house.
The 10-year-old boy said
he was a primary five pupil
ofGracious School, Karimo
before his parents death.

Qasis Int'l Sch holds PTA seminar

ByUsmenA Bello  #

THE management of Oasis International
School, Kado, Abuja, Saturday organised a
Parents/Teachers Association (PTA) semi-
nar, where resource persons gave lectures on
various topics concerning children.

Mrs Chinwe Onyekwelu and Mrs Sulei-
man gave lectures respectively on ‘Caring for
a special child’ and ‘the importance of PTA
in private schools, while Nanaye Ogoina
lectured on the three keys to healthy living.

Zenith Banks representative also pre-
sented a lecture on the importance ofZenith
Childrens account

The schools proprietress, Dr Popoola,
advised parents to come on time to pick their

that the school’s inter-house sport event will
take place in March this year.

The proprietress also announced that
more buses will be gotten to convey children
to and from schools.

FROM left, Dr Popoola and Dr ( Mrs)
Popoola with other management staff
of Oasis School during a PTA seminar
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pupils are involved in early stages
on happenings within their environ-
ments, adding that they are made con-

SOV

WMmwmmt fktrvted |

+ 4ckms$is w* s A [
* kmmi$f;:% in%$3r?$&vm*j’\?,; *®
# x k atremzfypljufh! m4 pStutiy m
# Tummf& md s$

PIC: ABUBAKAR YAKUBU

scious of punctuality, neatness and to
conduct themselves with decorum in
the public.
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More couples

go for court
marriages in i

By AbubakarYakubu

AN investigation by City
News shows that more
couples in Abuja now pre-
fer court marriages rather
than white or traditional
weddings because of the
low cost incurred.

At the Abuja Munici-
pal Area Councils mar-
riage registry, our reporter
observed 12 marriages
last Thursday without the
presence of a legal prac-
titioner to enlighten cou-
ples of what they are enter-
ing into.  *

Some couples were
not aware that marrying
another woman or hav-
ing children outside wed-
lock are illegal and acts of
bigamy.

Once the couple enters
the registry, they are giv-
ing forms to fill out their
particulars and intentions,
after which they take oaths

FROM left: Chief Emeka Onuohey, Samuel Ejere
Kalu, Comfort Nkasiobi Ekeh and Mrs. Odinaka at
the Marriage Registry at AMAC, Abuja.

that what is on the forms
filled by them are true.
After taking the oaths,
the couples are then
moved to another table

where they exchange rings
and sign the marriage reg-
ister alongside their wit-
nesses, before entertain-
ing their small guests.

VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT -Im pact Assessment
& Shared

ActionAid Nigeria (AAN) is one of ActfonAid Country Programmes, AotksnAld fe m
International Non~Govemmental organisation registered in The Netherlands with
headquarters mJohanne”byrg South Africa. ActionAid International works'm50 countries m
Africa, Asia, Europe, Australia and the Americas. 22 ofthese country programmes, affiliates
orassociates are \NAIrim and are led by Africans, We have been doing development work
on f&©continent since 1972 and in Nigeria since 1999, ActionAid works with the poor and
excluded m Africa, promoting values and commitment in dml society, institutions and
governments with the aim of achieving structural changes in order to eradicate injustices
and poverty in the world.

To effectively remain proactive and consolidate on the new country strategy AAN is inviting
applications from qualified candidates toill the position of IASL Coordinator.

Person Specifications
Education/Qualifications

¢ Degree inSocial Sciences, Artsor Humanities Is essential.
*  Postgraduate degree ina relevantfield is essential

Experience y

+ A minimum of 8 years working experience preferably In the social development
Wd inessential

* 5 years practical experience in monitoring and evaluation, organisational
learniing&nowledga management, and participatory devetepment approaches
and methodsis essential

mwAMmm
*  Strong writingskills is essential

Strong analytical/problem solving spiffsis essentia!
*  Demonstrable ITskillsis essential

Personal Qualities

* Creative and takes initiative.
* Abilityto work effectively ina diverse team environment
* Wiling and able to travel

All interested candidates should fill Inthe applicate formas accessed from the application
pack on mmacteaid-niferia.ora The application pack contains the Vacancy
announcement, Job Description and Application form;. Subject line of emails should
clearly state position applied for otherwise application willnotbe considered.

AetionAid offers competitive terms of employment. Applications from women are
particularly welcome. Applications are also particularly welcome from candidates living
with HIV/AIDs {PLWHAs},

Cteiog date for receipt of application forms is 12% February 2010. Only short- listed
candidates will b@ contacted, Only Electronically completed application forms will be
entertained end should be mailed to vacancy.nioerla”actlonaid.org, Applications wil!
ONLY be considered Ifsubmitted onAAN's Standard Application forms.
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The under listed used vehicles are for sale on an 'as is* basis.

DATE OF REGISTRATION
PURCHASE NO

LOCATION

Yakubu Gowon
Centre,Abuja

Peugeot

306(Lim ited Edition)

XT/AC 1.81trs

Peugeot 2005
306{Lim ited Edition)

XT/AC 1B Itrs

Peugeot 2005
306{Lim ited Edition)

XT/AC LB Itrs

Peugeot 2005
306{Lim ited Edition)

XT/AC 1.3 %rs

Yakubu Gowon
Centre,Abuja

Yakubu Gowon
Centre,Abuja

Yakubu Gowon
Centre,Abuja

Peugeot 2005 Yakubu Gowon
306{Lim ited Edition) Centre,Abuja
M im iM tm

Peugeot 307 XS/AC 2004
Pack. .S Itrs.

DL 155 ABC Yakubu Gowon

The date and time of inspection are 1st 5th February, 2010 at the stated
location between 12 am and 4pm.

Submission of bids in a sealed envelope indicating your name, Telephone
number, Quoted Price, VeNicle(s) Make and Registration number.

All bids are to be addressed to Vehicle Disposal Committee and deliver by
hand at Yakubu Gowon Centre for National Unity and International
Cooperation, No 45, Yakubu Gowon Crescent, Asokoro, Abuja on or
before 12 February, 2010.

Bids will be accepted up to 12 February,, 2010,

Signed
Disposal Committee.
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i DAVID GAME COLLEGE, LONDON
- YformeUTHtNg - *DAVI D

ftM - UniVHSity Foi,llc*ation Programme

UFP

January - August 2010
Enter UK University in September 2010!!

The University Foundation Programme (UFP) is a one year full-time COUISE which offers
students an alternative entry route to British University degrr scourses
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Start foundation now If you have missed out in enrolling in
the UK and be at a leading university in September 2010

University Foyndathn Programme for UK USA
NTIGUFP, Wot 152, Ahmadu Bello Way by Canada, Turkish Universities, CAMBRIDGE
ICashim lbrahim Way, Wause 2, Abuja, IGCSEIOFVELJAIEVEL, SAX TOEFL Note that we
Tel:08QS91299%?, 08039121629, 094611366,  am registering students for the above mentioned
Also'we have the following programme: exars.

WWwWw.nticuniprep.com & www.nticni9eria.com
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http://www.nticni9eria.com
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The Time to Act IS Now

Text of a Press Conference on Thursday, January 28, 2010 by Sen. Ken
Nnamani GCON, Chairman, Steering Committee, Good Governance Group (3G)

s the nation slouches towards avoidable constitutional and
political crisis, the words of Dante Alighieri, the Italian poet
that the hottest part of hell is reserved for whoever fails to

evidence of this incapacity. What the Constitution requires is that
the Executive Council ofthe Federation declares such incapacity so
that the consequent act of swearing in the Vice President in his

act in a moment of moral crisis should sound clear in the ears aftead can take place.

every Nigerian. Nigeria faces crisis of unimaginable proportion
today on account of the ill-health of President Yaradua, It is a big
shame that a country that pretends to aspire to become the 2(f*
leading economy in the world by the turn of this decade cannot
manage the transition of power in the wake of the hospitalization
ofthe President,

The Constitution has provided sufficient guidance on what should
be done when unexpectedly an elected President can no longer
continue to exercise executive power as President and
Commander in Chief of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. That
guidance is in Section 144 of the Constitution. It requires that the
Executive Council of the Federation, the body with the closest
proximity to the President, should declare him incapable of

President.

The failure of the Executive Council of the Federation to initiate
action based on the provisions of Section 144 ofthe Constitution is
a failure of leadership. Chief Ojo Maduekwe, the Minister of
Foreign Affairs, declared in an interview at the United Nations
recently that he is a Minister of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and
not of President Yaradua. This is right. The implication is that the
primary responsibility ofthe Executive Council ofthe Federation is
to promote the efficacy of the Federal Executive power. The
Federal Executive is an institution not a person. To refuse to rise up
to the patriotic duty of declaring the President incapable is a
fundamental breach of the Constitution by members of the
Executive Council of the Federation.

There is no doubtthat President Yaradua, for no fault of his, can no
longer effectively and efficiently act as President of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, Without transferring power officially to the
Vice President, all exercise of presidential authority is
unconstitutionll, and in fact, treasonable. This is so because the
constitution does not recognize that a shadowy group could take
decisions on state matters when the President is sick to the extent
that he could not return to Nigeriafor 65 days. President Yaradua in
his 58-second statement on Hausa Service of the BBC
acknowledged his ill-health. The fact that the President is so ill that
he cannot address Nigerians and has been away for so long is clear

We believe that at this stage of the crisis, Section 145 requiring
President Yaradua to transmit a letter of vacation does not apply
anymore. What is envisaged in that section is where the President
is still capable of discharging the executive power but would be
momentarily indisposed. We have gone beyond this in all honesty.
We are faced as a nation with a situation of prolonged absence of
the President on medical grounds. We also believe that the issue of
impeachment should not arise at this point. Impeachment is
equivalent of criminal conviction for gross misconduct. So far,
President Yaradua's ill-health does not amount to a misconduct.
There is no evidence that he is even aware of the violation of the
constitution. \

We believe that it is inappropriate for the Attorney General to, on
behalf of the Executive Council of the Federation, without medical
opinion, declare a President who is said to be in the intensive care
unit of a Saudi Hospital for the last 65 days medically fit to continue
in office. On what basis did the Executive Council of the Federation
reach such conclusion? Which medical opinion did it seek? This is
just a gimmick at the detriment of a nation that lies at the cliff-
hanger ofdisaster.

We ask the Executive Council of the Federation to go back and do
the proper thing required by the constitution, What they have
done lacks merit because It is not based on medical evidence or
health history of the President. If the Executive Council of the
Federation fails to act the National Assembly should take the
initiative as the trustees of the people to save Nigeria from an
impending disaster.

The nation is at the crossroads and at a threshold of a major
political crisis. We pray that President Yaradua recovers soon and
returns to Nigeria to the embrace of his family, friends and
compatriots. Butobviously he cannot reasonably continue to act as
President. In a democracy, presidency is not a monarchy. The
nation must move on and move away from disaster. Emotions and
sentiments have their values in other circumstances but not in the
presentcrisis.

Now is time to act.

Sen. Ken Nnamani GCON,

JQ
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UNIVERSITY OFAGRICULTURE, ABEOKUTA
POSTGRADUATE SCHOOL
P.M.B. 2240. ABEOKUTA. NIGERIA (E. mail: P2School(« uiiaab.edu.n2)

ADMISSION TO POSTGRADUATE PROGRAMMES FOR 2009/2010 SESSION
Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for admission to the following Postgraduate Diplomas, Masters and Doctor of Philosophy Degree Programmes at the

University of Agriculture, Abeokuta, Nigeria.
A MASTERS/DOCTORATE
DEGREES BVTHESIS
- Aquaculture
I) Master of Agriculture (M. Agric) /
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph. D) in
Agric. Eeons and Farm Mgt.
Agricultural Communication
Agric. Ext. & Rural
Development
Subject Matter Extension
Ruminant Production
Non-Ruminant Production
Livestock Systems
Ruminant Animal Nutrition
Animal Breeding and Genetics
- Animal Biotechnology
Food Industrial & Microbiology
Monogastric Animal Nutrition
Animal Physiology

Crop Protection with options in
Virology
Nematology
Entomology
Pathology
Crop Physiology
Crop Ecology
Crop Production
Plant Breeding
Seed Technology'
Horticulture & Land Management
Soil Science (Soil Chemistry. Soil Physics,
Soil Microbiology, Pedology Soil Fertility)
Weed Science -
- Forage Science
Pasture Production & Utilization
- Range Management
2a Master Of Forestry (M.F.)/
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) in
- Forestry Economics and Management
- Forestry Biometry
- Forest Ecology and Conservation
- Agro-Forestry

2b Master of Wood Science (MWS)/
Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) F/T

« Wood Protection & Utilization

- Forest Operations

- Pulp and Paper

- Forest Products

3a Master Of Environmental Management
And Protection (MEMP)

3b Ph.D in Environmental Management
Ph.D in Environmental Toxicology

3c Professional Masters in
Environmental Management (MEM)

4) Master/Ph.D in Aquaculture and

Fisheries (ML A. F/Ph. D)

(MBA Agribusiness) WEEKEN D Programme

- Fisheries Management
- « Fish Nutrition
- Fish Pathology

5) Master of Wildlife Management (MWM/Ph.D)

F/Tin 4

- Wildlife Mgt.

- Wildlife Domestication and
Production

Wildlife Park Planning and
Recreational Development
6) Master of Science (M, Sc./Ph.D)
in: !

Food Quality Control & Assurance
Agric. Microbiology & Biotechnology
Food Engineering

Food Production & Storage Technology
Computational Physics
Nutrition & Dietetics

Agrometeorol ogy

Wiater Resources Management

Medical Microbiology & Public Health

Agric. Microbiology & Biotechnology
- . Environmental Microbiology'

Food & Industrial Microbiology
Zoology' (Parasitology)

Botany (Plant Physiology)
Zoology (Animal Physiology)

Mathematics (Algebra. Analysis)
Botany (Cytology )
Zoology' (Entomology)
Computer Science

Clothing & Textile
Analytical Chemistry
- Industrial Chemistry'

Physical Chemistry
Environmental Physics
Radiation and Health Physics
Condensed Matter/Theoretical Physics
Instrumentation

Solid Earth Physics/Geophysics
Biochemistry

Ph.D only

Organic Chemistry
Inorganic Chemistry

7) Master ofEngineering (M.ENG)

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D) in
Agricultural Engineering

- Mechanical Engineering

- Electrical Machines and Power Systems

- Electrical and Electronic Control Systems

- Communication and Digital Signal

- Processing Systems

8) Master of Business Administration
Agribusiness

9) MSc/MVSc/Ph.D
Veterinary Medicine
\eterinary Surgery'

Veterinary' Microbiology'
Veterinary Parasitology

Veterinary' Pathology

Veterinary' Public Health
Veterinary Theriogenology

10) Postgraduate Diploma Courses
Computer Science (Evening/\Weekend)
Plann, Research & Stat. (Evening/Weekend)
Agricultural Engineering
Mechanical Engineering

Soil Management and Land Use
Planning (PT)

- Plant Breeding and Seed Tech., (PT)

Crop Prod. Technology (FT)
Crop Protection (FT)

AgriC. Extension and Rural Dev. (PT/EW)
Small Ruminant Production (FT)

Meat Processing and Packaging (T)
Beef & Dairy' Cattle Production (FT)
Poultry Prod. (FT)

Ani. Nutrition (Ruminant & .Non-Ruminant)
Swine Production (FT)

Rabbit Production (FT)

Livestock Feed Resources (PT)

Pasture Production (PT)

Communication Studies

'Refrige & Cold Store Tech, (EW)
Aqua-culture & Fisheries Mgt. (P1I)

Nutrition & Fisheries Mgt. (PT)

Horticulture (FT)

Nutrition Biochemistry (FT) (PT) (Even/Wkd)

11) Master of Information And

Communication Technology” (M ICT)

M ICT (Professional) Week-end Programme
1

12) Master of Commitnication
- Communication Development

- Water Resources and Environmental Engineering
- Highway and Traffic Engineering
- Structural Engineering

Admission RequirementsTo be eligible for admission to the Postgraduate Diploma Programme, candidates must be first degree holders in a relevant discipline from any
recognized University. Holders oflIND Upper Credit and above, with a minimum of4 years post-qualification experience or Lower Credit with a minimum of 5 years post-
qualification experience could also apply. Candidates for Masters Degree Programme, must be graduates of the University of Agriculture, Abeokuta or any other University

recognized by the Senate and shall normally have obtained a minimum of Second Class (Lower Division) degree with a Cumulative Grade Point Average of 3.00 on a scale 0f 5.00 in
relevant field. Candidates tor MICT programme should possess Postgraduate Diplomain the area of Physical sciences, and Engineering and Allied Disciplines,. Prior computing or
IT exposure is beneficial but not essential .To be eligible ibr admission to the MBA (AgriBasiness) degree programme candidate must be a first-degree holder in any discipline or an
HND (upper credit) with a Postgraduate Diploma in any diseipline. MEM is a three semester terminal/professional programme designed for captains of industries with at least five (5)
years of cognate experience,To be eligible for admission to the Doctor of Philosophy degree programme, candidates must have obtained a MasterS degree from the University or its
equivalent from any other University recognized by Senate. Holders of one year degree of Masterli are expected to undergo a conversion examination after the first session before
proceeding to a Ph. D programme
PGD PROGRAMMES: Full Time (FT) - 2 Semesters
Part Time (PT) - 4 Semesters
ALL MASTERS PROGRAMMES: Full time (FT) «4 Semesters Minimum & Maximum of 8 Semesters
Part time (PT) - 8 Semesters Minimum & Maximum of 12 Semesters -
Ph. D (Doctor of Philosophy) Degree Program) : Full time (FT) - 6 Semesters
Part Time (PT) - 8 Semesters
But if the Master®© degree is obtained from University' of Agriculture, Abeokuta or its equivalent else-where, minimum duration shall be 4 & 6 Semesters for Full Time and Part Time
respectively. #
METHOD OF APPLICATION
Request for application forms should be made to: The Registrar. University of Agriculture, P.M.B. 2240, Abeokuta, Nigeria. Candidates should enclose a self-addressed (35cm by
22.5cm) envelope marked LPostgraduate Admission 2009/201 OUat the bottom left comer, with N50.00 stamp affixed. An application fee of N5,000.00 if within Nigeria or (US)
$50.00 dollars ifoutside Nigeria, in Bank Drafts made payable to the University of Agriculture, Abeokuta. should accompany the request ibr forms. Only Application Forms duly
completed and returned to the Registrar not later than two months from the date of this advertisement will be considered. Application forms will NOT be processed without
transcripts.

(signed)
Adeleke Adeboye
for: Registrar
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Yar'adua remains president as
long as he is breathiipg - Sen. Ukpo

SENATOR Paul Ukpo, a democracy activist is a member bf the Board ofTrustees ofthe Yar'adua
for New Nigeria. He speaks in this Interview on the controversies surrounding Yaradua's ahsence.
Ukpo who was in the Senate during the Babangida transition era says the call on Yar'adua to quit
IS alien to the constitution. Excerpts:

By Suleiman fa. Bisalla

HY has the Yar’adua

for New Nigeria been

silent in the ongoing
debate over whether President
Yar’adua can continue in office
or not, have you gone under-
ground?

We have not gone under-
ground. First, we are sensitive to
the health ofthe President and we
have organized prayer sessions for
his quick recovery. Therefore we
wont join in making noise that
end up overheating the polity.

But people are talking ofabout a
powervacuum;doyouthinkitis
anything to the contrary?

| think there is no power vac-
uum or constitutional crisis. The
thing about power vacuum is
more imagined than real. There is
the President and a Vice President
on ground. The executive arm of
government is operating; the leg-
islative arm is in place and the
judiciary is also operating. I think
peopl™ misconstrue the constitu-
tion to mean that if the president
is not around, everything comes
to stand still. 1 was privileged to
be a member of the Constituent
Assembly which drafted the con-
stitution and | know that thereis a
clear separation of power between
the executive, legislative and the
judicial arms ofgovernment. The
executive arm of government
acts or operates by delegation of
authority to the ministers and so
on.

Again, certain authorities
are inherent in federal executive
bodies like INEC, Judicial Serv-
ice Commission and the Revenue
Mobilization, Allocation and Fis-
cal Commission. Once they are
inaugurated, nobody or author-
ity except the National Assem-
bly, with a two thirds majority,
can remove any member and the
president cannot direct them oh
what to do.

So the president is like ah
operator of an auto pilot system.

«§ &

the 1999 constitution,
aslong as Umaru |
Yaradua isalive, he
remains the presioent
ofthis country unti
29th of May, 2011,

Once you set it on, it on goes on
auto pilot. The legislative arm and
judiciary do not operate that way.
You cannot delegate authority to
your aide to vote or to speak in
parliament on your behalf; you
must be must be present physi-
cally to operate because their
duties are limited. The vice presi-
dent is there with all the author-
ity in the constitution; he is an
associate of the President and
therefore can act on behalf of the
president. He can lead decisions
on all the federal executive bod-
ies where he is a member. In fact
he even chairs one [National Eco-
nomic Council] and he is deputy
to three other crucial ones, the
National Defense Council, the
Council of State and the National
Security Council. The law is very
clear about how we operate those
bodies. Members hold delibera-
tions and vote on matters. In fact
the President isa member like any
other member and whether he is
around or not, they can take deci-
sions. In his absence, his deputy,
who is the Vice President chairs
the meetings of the councils.

he major augment of the

opposition is that the

President did not trans-
mit any letter to the National
Assembly before he left, which
could have made the VP assume
the role ofacting president until
he comes back...

They forget that the constitu-
tion says: ‘whenever’. So it is at
the presidents discretion. In fact
it will interest you to know that
Umaru Yaradua was a member
of the Constituent Assembly that
drafted the constitution; he knows
the constitution more than those
making noise out there. And he
has done nothing so far to show

nthat he has hesitated in imple-
menting the rule of law

This is a President who
acknowledged that the election
that brought him to power was
flawed and promised to make sure
we have genuine free and fair elec-
tion. I think we need to pressure
the National Assembly to expe-
dite action in passing of the elec-
toral reform bill, which is Key to
our democratic system. Another
important issue is the Freedom of
Information Bill. Ifit were passed
and has been operational, you will
demand as a matter ofright to get
all information you require about
the President. So let us go to the
root of the matter. Elections are
coming in 2011 and we should
address this issue.

re there plans by the
Yar’adua for New
Nigeria to contribute to

the debate at the national assem-
bly on the constitution amend-
ment process?

We will start very soon. We
will be part ofthe pressure on the
National Assembly to pass the
Electoral Bill and the Freedom
of Information Bill. We will also
pressure them to expedite action
on the budget so that it can be
implemented. Much of the work
is on the table of the National
Assembly right now not on the
Presidents table. That is why |
insist that Nigerians should put
pressure on the National Assem-
bly. These are the fundamentals of
democracy not whether the Presi-
dent is here or there. By the provi-
sion of the 1999 constitution, as
long as Umaru Yaradua is alive,
he remains the president of this
country until 29th of May 2011.

ut the same constitu-

B tion talks of incapacita-

tion. What do you make

of those saying he should hand

over on the ground of incapaci-
tation?

The constitution does not just
say incapacitation. It says per-
manent incapacitation, and what
that means is that he is in a situ-
ation that he will never recover.
It means that there is not even a
slight chance that he will recover.

But as you know, people have
been in comma for several years
and they come out of it. So it is
not for an individual to say this
person is permanently incapaci-
tated if he can even talk to mem-
bers of his cabinet and even the
nation on radio [BBC]. The cabi-
net has not said the man can no
longer communicate with us or
that work is no longer going on.
Moreover, the Vice Presidentwho
is linked to him by the constitu-
tion is there and therefore the gov-
ernment stands. | do not see why
they should be making so much
noise. The institutions are work-
ing. They may not be as good as

*we want think they should be but
they are working. Have you seen
civil servants not receiving their
pay because the President is not
around? Are people not going
to the bank to withdraw money
because the President is not
around? Have traders been barred
from going to the market because
the President is not around?

hat do you make of
Obasanjo’s recent
statement that Presi-

dent Yar’adua should take the
path ofhonour?

Obasanjo was President for
eight years and he did everything
he could to extend his stay in
office. | think he is a very lucky
man and he should retire in peace
and leave us in peace.

ANPP charges
Kano chapter
on Shekarau's
SLICORSSOr

From Lawan Danjuma Adamu, Kano

NEW leadership of All Nigeria
Peoples Party in Kano has been
urged to work towards getting a
befitting successor for the Kano
State governor, Malam Ibrahim
Shekarau, whose tenure ends next
year, the party’s national chair-
man Chief Edwin Ume-Ezeoke
has said at the inauguration ofthe
party’s new leadership in Kano at
the weekend.

Chief Ume-Ezeoke, who was
represented at the ceremony by
ANPP’s national secretary, Sena-
tor Sa'idu Kumo, said shopping
for a “competent successor” for
Shekarau is the ‘greatest chal-
lenge” that is facing the party in
the state presently.

He also called on the new lead-
ership, to see themselves as the
representatives ofall the members
of the party in Kano and warned
them to be cautious ofactivities of
opposition parties, which he said
are strategizing to create disaffec-
tion within the party’s rank.

While ruling out the possibil-
ity of his party losing power to the
opposition in the state in 2011,
the national chairmanlsaid there
was need for ANPP members to
remain united as opposition par-
ties could capitalize on any avail-
able cracks to cause setbacks for
the party.

Similarly, while speaking at
the occasion Kano State gover-
nor, Malam lbrahim Shekarau,
said the swearing-in ceremony
has proved the critics of the party
who speculate that the state chap-
ter of the party is divided wrong.
He said the party has for the last
four years been peaceful due to
good quality of its leadership.

Also in his remarks, the newly
elected chairman of ANPP Kano
chapter, Alhaji Sani Hashim
Hotoro, said Shekarau, being the
leader of the party and having
used the party’s mandate to bring
kano state to reckoning, will play
a prominent role in deciding the
candidate to pick the party’s ticket
in the state in 2011.

£8 Shoppingibr
a ‘competent
SLicoessor for
Shekarau isthe
"Oreatest challenge”
thatisking the party
Inthe state presently.
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Gaidam, Albishir shake hands afterthreeyears

From Hamza Idris, Damaturu

FOR the first time in about three years,
Governor Ibrahim Gaidam of Yobe State
last Saturday shook hands and exchanged
pleasantries with Senator Usman Albishir
who has been challenging the 2007 gov-
ernorship election in Yobe in the court.
Many observers said it is an important step
towards reconciliation.

The two politicians met at the palace of
the Emir of Bade Alhaji Abubakar Umar
Suleiman during the wedding ceremony of
Barrister Fatima Aji, daughter of the per-
manent secretary in the Federal Ministry of
Police Affairs Alhaji Bukar Goni Aji.

Gaidam who was the last prominent
person to arrive the venue went straight
and met Albishir who was seated in the
midst of other dignitaries and extended
his hands; a development which observers
say was an Olive Branch.

“Even though the two are in court...
Gaidam still holds.Albishir in high esteem
and has no personal grudge against him”,
one of Gaidamss special advisers told Daily
Trust.

The occasion was witnessed by promi-
nent Nigerian politicians including Secre-
tary to the Government of the Federation
(SGF) Mahmud Yayale Ahmed, Minister
of Defence Major General Godwin Abbe
(Rtd); Minister of Interior Dr. Shettima
Mustapha; Minister of Police Affairs Dr,
Yakubu Lame, Minister of State (foreign

affairs), Jibrin Maigari and his counterpart
in the ministry of interior, Abdurrahman
Adamu.

Others include Senator Ahmed Lawan,
former military administrator of'Yobe State
Commissioner of Police Dabo Aliyu (Rtd)
as well as many members of the House of
Representatives, commissioners and per-
manent secretaries in federal and state
government ministries from across the
country.

Alerted on the security implication of
Gaidam and Albishir meeting in one place,
the security outfits of Yobe State including
hundreds of soldiers from the 241 Recce
Battalion Nguru, the police, State Security
Service (SSS), immigration, Civil Defence
and the prison service temporarily relo-
cated to the palace of the emir of Bade in
order to ensure safety of dignitaries and
rancour free event.

As early as 6am on Saturday, supporters
of Governor Gaidam and that of Senator
Albishir pasted the posters of their political
mentors in vantage positions around the
emirs palace while others mounted heavy
sound systems on vehicles and moved
around the city of Gashua singing politi-
cal songs.

Shortly after the wedding fatiha led by
the Chief Imam of Gashua Goni Isiaku
Gashua after the payment of N50,000 as
dowry by the representatives ofthe groom,
political rally began in earnest.

The SGF, the minister of police affairs

Ogunbiyi-led DPP denies
collecting N50m from Wamakko

%
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GOVERNOR lbrahim Gaidam of Yobe State offering a handshake to Senator Usman
Albishirat the palace ofthe Emir of Bade in Gashua during awedding fatiha at the weekend.

as well as his counterparts in the minis-
try of defence and ministry of interior all
received well decorated horses as souvenirs
from the Emir of Bade.

Sources said the last time Gaidam met
with Senator Albishir was during the pre-
gubernatorial primary election of the All
Nigeria Peoples Party when the incumbent

P

governor was the running mate oflate Gov-
ernor Mamman Ali who slogged it out with
Albishir at the primaries.

The Supreme Court is expected to give
ruling on whether Albishirs out of time
appeal on his “wrongful substitution” as the
gubernatorial candidate ofthe ANPP should
be heard by the Court of Appeal in Jos.

LICE GAZET

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

THE Chief Biodun Ogunbiyi-led
members of the Democratic Peo-
ples Party (DPP) yesterday denied
a media publication that they
collected N50 million from the
incumbent Sokoto State governor,
Aliyu Magatakardan Wamako to
divide the party and facilitate the
decamping of DPP members in the
Sokoto State House of Assembly
to the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP).

Ogunbiyi, while briefing the
press in Abuja, challenged those
he called conspirators to prove that
he has been given the said amount,
stressing his group has no link to
Governor Wamako whatsoever.

He said though some of the
signatories to the publication
were actually part of the move-
ment to restructure the DPP, they
were disgruntled along the way
and decided to betray us. “We
have therefore suspended them
suspended them from the leader-
ship,” he said.

According to him, solicitors
have been contacted for a proper
legal advice because the action of
the signatories amounted to char-
acter assassination.

Chief Ogunbiyi also denied
holding discussing any matter
relating to former Sokoto State
governor Alhaji Atahiru Bafarawa
during their meeting as stated in
the said advertorial.

AC shuns mega party

MR Tajudeen Olusi, the South
West National Vice Chairman of
the Action Congress (AC), has
said that the party will not be part
of the mega party arrangement.

“he decision was contained in
a statement signed by Mr Sunday
Akere, ACs Director of Research
and Strategy, and made avail-
able to newsmen on Sunday in
Osogbo.

The statement said the deci-
sion was reached at a meeting
with Osun leaders of the party
during a visit to Osogbo.

Olusi said the AC had delib-
erated extensively on why the
opposition wanted to form the

mega party and concluded that
the aims were at variance with
that of the AC.

“AC would not join the mega
party because it is a strong and
solid party with a formidable
structure, coupled with national
spread. What we have we hold.

“This is the position of the
party today which may change
tomorrow but for now, no AC
member must attend any mega
party meeting or function,” he
said.

“The AC has no business with
mega party and the leadership of
our party believes that we have no
reason tojoin it,” he added.(NAN)

O TE
WANTED PERSON

ALHAJI HALIRU MAGAJI

The above named person, Alhaji Halim Magaji *M¥ whose picture t$ attached ts
wanted by the Nigeria Police Force, FCT Command, Abuja for the Offence of Joint
Act Defamation ofChamcter and Attempt to Commit Offence of Cheating,

i 45508 61
fheightand i t c&mpiexftw fongfi  >and point* Habou

if seen, should be arrested and taken to the nearest Police Station or, any person
mih useful information about should report to the nearest Police Station or
contact the Police Public Relations Officer (PPRO), FCT Police Command. Abuja on
the following numbers; 08061581938, 08032003913 and 08032669029.

"SP Jfmoh M&sho&dt 2%
Police- Put$c -Relations Officer*
FCT Police Command,
Abufa.
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NOTICE OF PROFESSIONAL INTERVIEW

This Is to notify all engineering artisans arid craSteieri that
the professional Interview for membership of the Nigeria
.Association of Engineering Craftsmen (MAEC) would hold
m Saturday* 0* February 2010 Oam at these centres
simultaneously:

1.Afcuj& New Hoad Office: 28, AE, Efcukin&m Street* Utako
District Abuja, Te: 07096807920

2.Eastem Zona! Office: 310, ZIk Avenue* Awka* Anambra
Stale. Tel: 08067252278,08080113339,
3Xagos: 79, Palm Avenue, Mushin, Lagos.
8933374,07031 557777,

Obtain your form at these centres before the
interview date, all enqyifies and correspondence to the
Abyja Hmd Office.

Tel: 01-

J*0* Oyewtisi
National Public Relations Officer

LOSS OF DOCUMENTS

This Is to inform the general public that the original
certificate ofoccupancy 80/5042 of plot No. 137 On
BOTP /6/ Pompomarl commercial layout belonging
to Alhaji y&'aji Masaya is declared missing. All
efforts to race tie said missing documents failed, if
found, Kindly return to nearest police station. This
announcementis forthe purpose of replacement by

Signed
Yarima Ma'aji Masaya

LOSS OF DOCUMENTS
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An Uttra Modem Bakery to tie opened soon inAbuja has
thefollowingvacancies:

1 Mareger

2. Professions! Bakers

3. Accountant

4 Cahsier

5. Shop Attendant

Interested candidates should appiyto:

P.0.B0*4403, Gariri- Abuja

WithinTWOW EEKS fromthe date of Wsannouncemerit

OSIN IS ENViftONMfNTAL

This is to inform the gefwai puMm ta above rtamed
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Actld im

THIETRUSTIES”
1, Dr,NajiyaDip Baia
2, Alhaji Nussai«l Mdhammeti K1~
3, AtejiAbdyUmar

Aim AUBOBJECTIVES:*

1* To empower th® Vm wmmn m th* mmi#
t~royph M is Aocevisition Trailing Programs to be
Reiirt,

2 To &JucMm women on the importari&e of keepi?” a dean
environmentand to reserve the negative Behavknir through\
#nvtm nm «allmiwm, mmmmorwedeshop.

Any objeeifon to IM npstratbn should be forwarded ?0 the

Regi&milon”enara” Cofporale Affair Commission, 470 Tigris

CrmmL MsMim D iste Abujawtihin 28 days ofthe publiioaion.

Signed:
Dr, WS

AIEJU KLUB OF NIGERIA
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I, formerly MISS EDITH CHINGOROM NWAGWU, nm
wish to be known as MRS EDITH CHINGOROM
ONWUZURIKE. Ail former documents remain valid.
General public take note.

1, formerly MR SOLOMON OZEMOYA OKOUGHU, now
MR. SOLOMON OZEMOYA AGAH. Former documents
remain valid. General publicplease note.

I, formerly known as PASTOR CHRIS DAVID, now wish to
known as PASTOR CHRIS D. RAYMOND. All former
documents remain valid. General publictoplease note,

I. formerly MISS ONYIOHA RITA CHIOMA. henceforth
wish to be called MRS AGADA RITA CHIOMA, Former
documentsremain valid.general public note.

I, formerly MARYAM MUHAMMED DAN HAMIDU
GUSAU, now wish to be called MARYAM MUHAMMED
DAN HAUDU GUSAU. All former documents remain

I. formerly OGUNNIYIRACHAEL TOYIN to be known as
ODEDELE RACHAEL TOYIN, Osun State College of
Technology, Esa Oke and general pubiicto note.

1, formerly IBITOYE ZULIKHAT1BITAYO now wish to be
known as TIAMIYU ZULIKHAT IBITAYO. Former
documents remain valid. N YSC and genera) pubiic tonote,

I formerIyAls AABUBAKAR AU GOMBE, NOW
wish 1o be known aS  AISHA SULEIMAN
CHIRO‘\/IAB. Former documents remain valid.
General punlic take note.

CHANGE OF NAME

| formerly IHISS AISHA IBRAHIM How wish to be
known as MRS. AISNA IBRAHIM ISySA. Ail formal
documents remain valid. Bayro University, Kano,
NYSC andgeneral publicnote,

Iformerly I111ss RATiIOT KADIJfH now wish to be known
as MRS RAHMAT ABOULQADSR AHMED. Former
documents remain valid. General publictake note,

Iformerly known as MISS LAD! JOY ENENCHE now
wish to be known and called MRS JOY LAD! DANIEL,
AH former documents remain valid general public to
take note,

I FORMERLY KNOWN AS MISS DORCAS HUHU
NOW WISH TO BE KNOWN AS MRS DORCAS
DANIEL *ALLFORMER DOCUMENT REMAIN VALID
NATIONAL INDUSTRIAL COURTAND GENERALTO
NOTE.

IFORMERLY ZAINAB 1SYAKU NOW MRS ZAINAE
AHMAD ALL FORMER DOCUMENTS REMAIN
VALID,ABU ZARIA tNYSG ,AND GENERAL PUBLIC
TO NOTE.

| KE2IAH YOHANA ACHi now wish to be addressed
as MRS KEZIAH JOEL MAGA, Former documents
remain valid. General public take note,

| formerly Miss. VICTORIA UEOMA OKAFOR, now
Mrs.VIJCTORIA UEOMA OIRBI Former documents rmm valkl
general publictake note.

| formerly YAKAKA WAKIL. now wish to be known FATIMA
WAKIL Former documents remains valkl school of health
technology, general publictake note.

| formerly Mtss,RANTI OLURUNFEMI now Mrs EUNICE RANT!
OLOYE, All former documents remain valid, N.YS.Cr general

tHormerly Miss, HADMAT MURANAnow Mrs.HADUATJ BELLO.
ALL immr 6ommmH remain valkl NY S C general public take
note,

I, formerly known as ANNE ATULE ADAMUtnow wish
to be addressed as MRS ANNE ATULE CHRIS-
ANCHOR, A! former documents remain valid. CBN
Pieandgeneral pubi& to take note.

L formerly known as MISSJOY KELECHIIGWE, now
wm to known as MRS. JOY KELECHI DANIEL
AGW I, Former documents remain valid. THE LAW
SCHOOL and general public take note

L formerly ND1RI8E STELLA CHIBUZO, wish to be
known and called UMELO STELLA CHIBUZO.
Former documents remain valid general public take
note,

| formerly called LILIAN CHINENYE NWOSU now
MRS. LILIAN CHINENYE UGOIJI. All former
documents remain valid. General public to take note.

I, formerly known as MISS OKOLO CLARA
ENECHOJO, now wish to be called MRS. ACHOMHI
CLARA ENECHOJO. All former documents remain
valid NYSC and thegeneral public take note. '

I, formerly known as ISHAYA LUKA, now wish'to be
addressed as ISHAYA LUKA WAYAS+ Ail former
documents remain valid. General pyblio take note,

I, formerly known as NAPHTALI ISA, now wish to be
addressed as MRS NAFHTAL! ISHAYA WAYAS> All
former documents remain valid. General public take

I, formerly knownas MISSAGNES YAHAYA* now wish
to be addressed as MRS AGNES JAMES N.
AGB8ADLLAllformerdocuments remain valid, General
publictake note,

I, formerly MISS ADELEKE LEAH OYEKEMI* now
wish to be called MRSLEAH OYEKEM | OLATEJU .All
toner dooiments remain valid. Nursing 4 Mkl fery
Councilof Nigeria & general public take note.

L formerly known as OLAIROJU ILEASNMI
OLAJIDE* now wish to known as ADESANMI
OLUFEM1 OLAIROJU* "M former documents remain
valid. Public please note,

I, formerly knownas HASSAN BALA* now wish to be
known as NATHANIEL HASSAN BALA* AH former
documents remain valid<General public should take
note please.
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It's Pharoahs again!

By Ismaila Lere, with Agency reports

EGYPT clinched a record sev-
enth African Cup of Nations title,
their third in a row, after a late
goal from Mohamed Nagy Gedo
gave them a 1-0 win over Ghana
yesterday at Estadio 11 Novembro
in Luanda, Angola.

The Ittihad Alexandria mid-
fielder, a relative unknown before
debuting on the eve ofthe Nations
Cup, came off the bench to score
his fifth goal in the tournament
with a sweet 85th-minute finish
in atight game.

The win was consolation for
their heart-breaking World Cup
play-off defeat to Algeria and
rounded off a day of records: in
addition to the Pharaohs team
haul, Ahmed Hassan and Essam
El-Hadary picked up record
fourth winners’ medals, coach
Hassan Shehata and skipper Has-
san became the first to win three
in a row and Gedo became the
first tournament top-scorer to
solely feature from the bench.

Egypt also extended their
unbeaten run in the tournament
to an incredible 19 matches but
Ghana gave them a sterner test
than anyone in their previous five
games in Angola.

Gedo’s 71st-minute introduc-
tion - and his eventual winner
- seemed inevitable as a young
Ghana side, missing several star
players, played out of their skins
to match Egypt with a high-press-
ing, physical game.

Chances were few and far
between for both sides but, as
players tired in the heat, the game
opened up and until Egypt’s
moment of magic it looked like
Ghana might sneak victory and
they even missed a last-gasp
chance to level.

The match started cautiously,
typical for both sides this cam-
paign as Ghana’s Serbian coach
Milovan Rajevaj instructed his

Galadima:

By Orkula Shaagee

FORMER Chairman of the
Nigeria Football Associa-
tion (NFA), Alhaji Ibrahim
Galadima yesterday congratu-
lated the Super Eagles’ players
and technical crew for winning
bronze at the 2010 African Cup
of Nations in Angola.

young charges to adopt an Egyp-
tian approach of focusing on
defence over attack.

If Egypt’s strikers Mohamed
Zidan and Emad Moteab were
taller than 5’9 they may have
made more of two good first-
half deliveries from wide, but
right-wing crosses from Hossam
Ghaly and Hosny Abd-Rabo
flew over their heads in a first
half where Ghana focused on
solid defending and occasional
breaks at pace.

Egypt, meanwhile, were happy
to sit deep and isolate lone Ghana
striker Asamoah Gyan, moving
the ball in mesmerising fashion
and on several occasions racking

up moves of more than 20 passes.

The second half saw Ghana
take the game to Egypt, as Gyan
sent one free-kick just over and
a long-range strike just wide,
although El-Hadary had both
covered.

The Pharaohs had a penalty
appeal turned down when Hassan
appeared to be pushed by Samuel
Inkoom, while there was a nerv-
ous moment when Hossam Ghaly
gave the ball away, although the
counter that followed saw Gyan
again shoot over. *

El-Hadary and Ghana’s Rich-
ard Kingson are arguably the
only two goalkeeper’s in the tour-
nament who look comfortable

in their positions but the Egypt
number one had a shaky moment
when he elected to punch Gyan’s
free-kick, the ball spinning wide
for a corner.

Ghana looked the more likely,
as Wael Gomaa used all his expe-
rience to ease Kwadwo Asamoah
away from Inkooms inviting low
Cross.

But Gedo, who is rumoured to
be on his way out of Egypt in the
near future, had other ideas.

With five minutes remain-
ing, an Egypt break saw the play-
maker-forward exchange a slick
one-two with Zidan, bursting into
the box and shifting the ball from
his favoured left to his right foot,

Eagles'bronze brings relief

The Eagles on Saturday at
Ombaka Stadium in Benguela
defeated the Fennecs of Algeria
1-0through Obinna Nsofor’s goal
to claim the tournaments bronze
medal.

Galadimatold Trustsportsina
telephone interview that the vic-
tory has brought succour to Nige-
rians who were worried about

what could become of the team at
the South Africa 2010 World Cup
next June, following their lack lus-
tre showing at the tournament.
The versatile football admin-
istrator, who said it would have
been disastrous for Nigeria to
return from the fiesta without
anything, stated that many of
those who gave up hope of the

team achieving anything at the
Nations Cup, can now look for-
ward to an improved outing in
South Africa with the needed
changes to the team.

“I am happy we came back
with something, it would have
been disastrous if the Super
Eagles fail to come home with
something. It is also very impor-

mMimilllBIIH— — —— B— 1

which he showed to be of equal
potency with a superb, curling
effort across Kingson and just
inside the right-hand post.

The drama was not over
though: Ghana almost snatched
an equaliser deep into injury time
when Inkoom’s high ball wreaked
havoc in the Egypt, with the ball
ricocheting into the path of sub
Eric Addo who, in the split-sec-
ond that followed, could only fin-
ish weakly at EI-Hadary.

Referee Koman Coulibaly -
criticised before the game but
impeccable throughout -blew for
full time and Ghana’s young stars
collapsed as Egypt rejoiced for the
third time running.

tant they won the bronze
because many Nigerians gave
up hope of the team achieving
anything in Angola.

“With this, there is hope
that with the needed changes
to the team, Nigeria would be
able to do better at the South
Africa 2010 World Cup inJune”,
Galadima stated.
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Sport Briefs.

Terry made team-mate's
girlfriend pregnant, then
arranged for abortion

ENGLAND captain John Terrys
career was thrown into further doubt
after it was revealed he got his team-
mates girlfriend pregnant. The Mail
on Sunday reports that French model
Vanessa Perroncel, former partner
of fellow England defender Wayne
Bridge, had an abortion within
months oftheaffairstarting. The preg-
nancy and termination are thought to
have been the consequences referred
tobythe High Courtjudge whothrew
out the £170,00Q-a-week footballers
bid to seek a draconian gagging order

to keep his affair secret JOHNTerry

Superb Man U. humble
Arsenal

CHAMPIONS Manchester United delivered a devastating
statement of Premier League title intent by beating rivals
Arsenal 3-1 at the Emirates Stadium yesterday. United
produced a superb attacking display, taking the lead when
Nanis cross was turned into his own net by goalkeeper
Manuel Almunia after 33 minutes before Wayne Rooney
started and finished a stunning counter-attack four min-
utes later. Park Ji-sung got the third seven minutes into
the second halfand Arsenal had only Thomas Vermae-
lens deflected volley 10 minutes from time to show for
their efforts.

Anthony misses 4th
straight game

DENVER Nuggets forward Car-
melo Anthony missed his fourth
consecutive gamewithasprained
left ankle Sunday against the San
Antonio Spurs. Nuggets coach
George Karl said the NBAs lead-
ing scorer still isn't comfortable
making sharp moves, and Denver
was expecting a fast-paced game
against the Spurs. Karl expects
Anthony to try to play Monday
against Sacramento. Anthony is
averaging 29.7 points and injured
his ankle a week ago against New
Orleans. The Nuggets are 2-1
without him so far.

Karlsson ends 16-month
title drought

SWEDEN'S Robert Karlssof! won his first individual tro-
phy for 16 months when he captured the Qatar Masters
title on Sunday. The 40-year-old Ryder Cup player shot a
closing seve# under-par 65, the lowest round of the week,
for a 15-uncfer Jtethy of 273 to finish three ahead of holder
Alvaro Quiros of Spain (67). Briton Lee Westwood, playing
alongside Karlsson, sawhis chance ofvictory vanish when
he three-putted the par-four 16th for bogey. Karlsson’s last
individual victory was at the Dunhill Links Championship
in October 2008 before he ended that year with a World
Cup win alongside compatriot Henrik Stenson.

CONFEDERATION of African
Football (CAF) President, Issa Hay-
atou, should resign following the
“monstrous” decision to ban Togo
from the next two African Nations
Cups, captain Emmanuel Adebayor
said on Sunday.

Togo quitthe tournamentwhen
their government recalled the team
for three days of mourning.

The recall followed the killing of
two members oftheir delegation in
an attack by gunmen in the north-
ern Angolan province of Cabinda
onJan. 8.

CAF banned Togo and fined
their soccer association $50,000 on
Saturdaybecause theirgovernment
had interfered in football matters.

“Mr Hayatou did serve Africa
but today, he must clear off. This
decision is monstrous,” Adebayor
told French sports daily LEquipe.

“He (Hayatou) is irresponsi-
ble. I have the feeling we are not
respected,” he added.

Togo Sports Minister, Chris-
tophe Tchao, told Reuters by tele-
phone on Saturday that theywould
appeal the CAF ban.

An assistant coach and a media
officer with the Togo team died in
the ambush as the team traveled
from Pointe Noire, Congo to the
Angolan capital by bus for their
opening match.

“Two well-respected person-
alities in African football died, our
keeper took three bullets. We did
not just wake up in die morning
anddecidetoleave the competition.
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CAF boss should quit
after'monstrous’
Togo ban - Adebayor

“If (Cameroon keeper Idriss)
Kameni was the one having been
shot or if it was the lvory Coast
team bus that had been attacked,
the Nations Cup would have been
cancelled,” Adebayor said

The Manchester City striker

CAF actions a disgrace

DOES the arrogance and greed
of CAF know no bounds? Their
decision to ban Togo from the
next two Africa Cup of Nations
tournaments is one of the most
astounding decisions ever
undertaken by the body.

Their ‘justification is that it
was government interference
thatled to the Togolese side with-
drawing from this years compe-
tition following the deadly ter-
rorist attacks on their team bus
that left three people dead.

This government interven-
tion contravenes tournament
rules, and therefore deserves
punishment, their say.

But the obvious point is that
there were extraordinary cir-
cumstances in this case, and the
fact that CAF havedecided to go
down thisroute is, quite frankly,
a disgrace to African football
and will leave a lasting stain on
the tenure of CAF president Issa
Hayatou.

They claim that they are try-
ing to ensure the integrity of

African football, butwhat integrity
can it have left with this decision?

CAFandthe LOC ofthe Ango-
lan Nations Cup had bullied the
Togolese players into continuing
to compete in the tournament
when quite obviously they did not
want to.

CAF, jnore worried about their
flagship eventand the sponsorship
money it brings than allowing the
players to bury their dead, have
decided to give the ‘two-finger
salute the the Togo government
for doing what CAF should have
done in the first place, telling the
team to mourn their loss.

Their motives are borne out of
nothing more than greed and their
disregard for human life and the
affectofthetragicincidenton these
players mentally are shameful.

But then CAF have acted in a
disgraceful manner from the start,
blaming the Togolese for the inci-
dent as they had decided to travel
by bus rather then air to their base
in Cabinda.

But they is not the point, it

said the attack, which lasted at least
20 minutes, was still fresh in his
memory. '

“It is very difficult (to think of
football). Since the attack, | have
been having nightmare every
night,” he said

should not have mattered what
mode of transport the Togo
team took, they should not have
been put in a situation where
they may be fired upon by gun-
men.

Onealso has towonder what
might have been the case if this
incident had affected Cam-
eroon, the country of Hayatou,
andjust howtheymay havebeen
dealt with? Itis fair to say thata
two tournament ban would not
have been passed down because
Hayatouwould not have allowed
itto happen.

This is perhaps the dark-
est day in the history of CAF,
whose mandate is to help grow
the sport on the continent, yet
they have shown themselves to
be nothing but a self-serving
organisation who are more
interested in the colour of their
money than the welfare of the
players-

Shame on you.

Culled from MTNfootbalL
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FRENCH coach. Herve Renard had talks with NFF with a view
towards lead ng the Super Eagles to the World Cup.

IFF insecret talks with Renard

10f* officials of the Nigeria
Football Federation (NFF) have
met with Zambia coach, Herve
Renard, with a view to the French-
man leading the Super Eagles to
the World Cup in June.

A top source informed MTN-
Football.com Saturday afternoon:
~NFF officials led by president

~anF Lulu and Taiwo Ogunjobi
met with Renard in Luanda to dis-
cuss the possibility of his joining
Nigeria for the World Cup.

...Amodu

SUPER Eagles coach Shaibu
Amodu has dismissed specula-
tion about his future, saying his
employers are satisfied with his
work.

Amodus Super Eagles beat
Algeria 1-0 on Saturday to claim
the Africa Cup of Nations bronze
medal and the coach said he was

“Also at this meeting was FIFA
top official, Walter Gagg. ItVas a
fruitful meeting. Hopefully some-
thing should come out ofthis.

“Renard is excited to work
with Nigeria, but asked the NFF
officials to speed up their interest
as he has also been courted by sev-
eral other African teams.”

The young French coach
became a darling of several
Nigeria officials here in Angola
after his youthful and inexperi-

unfazed by speculations

at least satisfied his team finished
in third even though their target
was to win the championship.

“The match was above average
especially in the first halfand we
started with a little bit of fear. Any
team that scored first would have
won the game.

“However, we had to psyche

EAGLES coach, Shaibu Amodu dismissed speculation that he
will be replaced soon by aforeign coach.

enced Chipolopolo outclassed
the Super Eagles in a Nations
Cup quarterfinal even though

. they would go on to lose 5-4 on

penalties to Nigeria after scores
were tied at 0-0 after extra-time.

“He has really won the
approval of top officials here
in Angola,” another source dis-
closed.

Last week, Renard had earlier
said he would “trek from Angola
to Nigeria” if that would get him

ourselves because we needed to
win the third place,” he said.

“We have done well enough
even though we may not have
played to our full potential, but
with longer preparations we can
do a lot better. We improved with
each game, we w&re not at our
best in Angola but we can be bet-

the top Nigeria coaching job.

Renard, was assistant to
compatriot Claude Le Roy with
Ghana two years ago. He moved
to Zambia in May, 2008, on a
two-year contract, which pays
him a monthly salary of between
$15,000 and $18,000.

An impressed Zambia Presi-
dent, Rupiah Banda, promised at
areception for the country’s team
on arrival from Angola that he
will do everything to keep Renard.

ter before the World Cup”

Amodu also dismissed specu-
lation that he could be fired before
the World Cup in June.

“I have never been bothered
about speculation about my
future because they are just specu-
lation. My employers are satisfied
with my work,” he said.

Angolan fans pleased with tournament outcome

BEING part of the host nation
at any international tourna-
ment is always something spe-
cial, and fans in Angola during
the almost-concluded African
Nations Cup competition feel
that they have experienced
something very special over the
past three weeks.

A number of Angolans in
Luanda believe the tournament
was a great success.

“It is nice to have a tourna-

ment like this in the country after
having never experienced football
like this. Angola did well and we
are happy that they went to the
next round ofthe competition. In
general the competition was well
hosted, I just feel terrible for the
poor Togo players and those with
them who were killed. Other than
that terrible situation, most things
went very well,” said Ricardo.
Sandro, a 25-year-old South
African living and working on

contract in Angola said: “It has
been a lovely month of football.
| watched a few of the games
and | was part of the festival in
the streets to celebrate matches.
The tournament went very well
and only Togo stands out as a
sad time in this tournament. |
hope to return to South Africa
for two weeks during the World
Cup to experience that frenzy in
my country, it will be an amaz-
ing time and a tournament to

remember.”

Shop assistant Lena had a
wonderful time during Angola
2010, saying: “Me and my friends
gathered to watch matches and
see some of the training ses-
sions. It is unbelievable to have
so many football heroes in one
place and | will remember this
for the rest of my life”

Joel was disappointed that
the competition was coming to
an end.

African journalists to
get more World Cup
accreditation

JOURNALISTS from the five
African countries that qualified
for the2010 World Cup in South
Africa are to get more media
accreditation to enable them par-
ticipate in the event.

The World Cup is coming to
Africa for the first time and Afri-
can journalists have complained
of not having enough accredita-
tion to be part of the history.

The development followed
FIFA President, Sepp Blatter’s
directive on Thursday when he
reacted to complaints on the
issue.

Blatter directed that more
media accreditation be given to
journalists from the five African
countries that qualified for the
World Cup.

He told newsmen that FIFA
would do everything possible
to ensure that journalists from
Africa were given the opportu-
nity to be part of the World Cup.

"' This the first time Africa is
hosting the world cup and Afri-
cans must be given the opportu-
nity to be part of history.

"1 am not asking but telling
the media officer to look at the
issue of more accreditations to
African journalists. | was not
aware of the problem before
now.

Now that | know, there
should be a way out. More
accreditation should be given to
African journalists, especially
those from the five countries that
qualified,” Blatter said.

Nicolas Maingot, FIFA Assist-
ant Director of Communica-
tions and Public Affairs, said
that accreditations were given to
countries according to their foot-
ball status.

"Accreditations were allo-
cated to each country according
to previous World Cup standard.

With this complaint, we will
look into it and come out with a
solution but each federation will
have to make their own case for
their journalists.

" It is based on their request
that we will know what addi-
tional number will be given to
each country,” Maingot said,

Meanwhile, FIFA, Secretary-
General, Jerome Valcke, has
said that match tickets for South
Africa 2010 would be the cheap-
est.

" FIFA wants this World Cup
to be truly African World Cup
as a way of encouraging foot-
ball fans across Africa to come
to South Africa to support their
teams.,

"' We also plan to enter into
agreement with airlines to pro-
vide cheap air tickets to the fans
from the five qualified countries
from Africa h !

He added that rliough it was
not their responsibility to ma e
travel arrangements, they wanted
to encourage Africans to come
and support their teams,” Valcke
said.

He said the aim was not
to make profit but to provide
opportunities for everyone to be
part of history.
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A word for Jos warriors

t was not for nothing that Sir Winston Churchill
said in war, the truth is so precious that it has a
bodyguard oflies.

The carnage in Jos and environs two weeks agd
left many outside observers confused and bewil-
dered as to howsuch aterrible eventcould occur at

this time. | mean, the indiscriminate killings, including of
women and children, maiming ofpeople, setting ablaze of
mosques, churches, shops and houses with the occupants
inside, genocidal attacks on villages, farm workers and
herdsmen, and the waylaying of vehicles on the highway,
to drag out and kill innocent people.

Equally bewildering was the latest mayhems origins. It
does loo”like an attempt by Yan Kasa natives to prevent a
Hausa man from rebuilding his burnt house caused a small
fracas at Dutse Uku. How that dispute snowballed into a
major conflagration enveloping a whole big city and its
environs, remains to be determined While it lasted, thugs
onboth sides conducted killingsand arson, disproportion-
ately perhaps, but they did so all the same.

The first road to a solution is to actualise what Vice
President Goodluck Jonathan said ip his television broad-
cast, that responsibility for all crimes committed is strictly
individual, notcommunal Some people will very well try to
prevent this by alleging bias etc, as
happened in Zangon Katafin 1992,
but the security agents' stiffresolu-
tion should be that any identified
culprit must be punished whether
or not other culprits are appre-
hended Just keep an eye to overall
proportion.

The Jos carnage is trying to
become intractable because all the
keyagenciesand agents who should
contain it, namely the Plateau State
governor, the police commissioner,
the army GOC, and the Federal
Government have been alleged
by one party or the other to be a
partisan in the conflict Some of
the accusations appear to be more
credible than others, if not ofcom-
plicity"at least ofincompetence and
insensitivity. The Plateau State gov-
ernment, forexample, is not even pretending at impartiality
in this affair, from all the tone ofits statements.

Now, we can apportion blame and punish culprits for all
wewant, butan evenbiggertask at hand is to seeka compre-
hensive inter-communal settlement in order to ensure that
this does not happen again. Letus look at the two communi-
ties’ summary ofgrievances. | can only poorly summarise
them here, as gleaned from public statements.

The summary of the Yan Kasa's agenda seems to be
that, some ofour choicest land has been grabbed over time
by Hausa/Fulani Muslim settlers, who have cornered eco-
nomicopportunitiesand are economically better offthan the
natives, who look down upon us socially, and who are also
attempting to grab political power in Jos North LG, which
was created by theirpowerful kinsmen outside the statejust
for thatpurpose. We must regain what we lost, if necessary
by expelling the settlers.

One briefword here for the Yan Kasa. While it is okay
to have communal aspirations, itwill be difficult to achieve
this kind ofagenda through violence. This is because even
ifthe Plateau State Government covertly condones or sup-
ports it, the Federal Government and the security agencies
willnotallow its full realisation, no matter whether the pres-
identis Christian or Muslim. Besides, continuing attempts
to actualise this agenda by violent means could easily gen-
erate nasty inter-cormunal reprisals in other parts of the
country, all the more reason why the Federal Government
wontallow it As for historical injustice, well, remember
that throughoutthe world, notall historical injustice can be
remedied without creating even bigger problems
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ancestorsfirst came here at the beginning ofthe 18th century.
Wewere not brought here by the British or even the Caliphate;
we made thisplace rich by tradingand by helping to extract its
mineral resources. Weworked very hard to earn our keep, and
in any case the Constitution protects our right tostay hereand
to own property and even to have civic and political rights.

Still, aword must be said here for the Hausa community
ofJos. Even though they are counting on the automatic
support ofthe very large Hausa community throughout the
country and beyond, they must be offered the wise coun-
selto find better ways of living peacefully with their Yan
Kasa neighbours. Ifnecessary, this could entail the forgoing
ofsome constitutional rights, such as the right to seek the
chairmanship of Jos North LG, for a generation, until the
Nigerian society’s character changes. This maybe painful to
acitizen, but itis a small price to pay for peace.

| am aware that the main reason why the Hausa want the
chairmanship ofJos North LG is because, they said, despite
their numerical majority there, the LG denies them letters
ofindigeneship. Matters are not helped here by the Plateau
Peace Summits 2004 declaration which listed the “native
tribes” of Plateau, conspicuously excluding the Hausas of
Jos. All these problems can be tackled as part of an overall
settlement.

Now, in recommend-
ing the voluntary waiv-
ing of some political
rights in return for peace,
I was thinking of the Tiv
in Wukari LG of Taraba
State, whose conflict
with the Jukun natives I
reported for Citizen Mag-
azine in 1990. Despite
their numerical majority
in the area since the 19th
century, the Tivinformally
bought the Jukun argu-
ment that since there are
many Tiv LGs in Benue,
they shouldn’t snatch
away the Jukun’s lone LG
inWukari. | must however
add that in the end, this
concession did not save

the Tiv in Wukari. f

Ifthe Hausa community were to borrow a leafand infor-
mally forgo some political rights in Jos as part of a settle-
ment, the community can still exercise much political influ-
ence by determining which Dan Kasa becomes the chair-
man. As Northern Nigeria as a whole has learnt, political
power is sometimes a disincentive to acommunity’s forging
ahead.

After a comprehensive communal settlement is made
in Jos, if the two communities still want to compete, they
can do so peacefully by working out other means of forg-
ing ahead economically and socially. In working out each
community’s agenda for progress, no one should sit down
and wallow in self-pity and blame other communities for
some historically-acquired attributes, such as Tiv industry
on the farm, Hausa trading acumen, Igho domination of
spare parts trading, Yoruba taxi driving prowess, L"ngtang
prominence in the military or Hausa domination of long-
distance haulage.

Any community that is dragged backwards because its
youth have certain habits should address them squarely and
not blame its misfortunes on others, as Governor Jang did
with his early campaign against excessive beer drinking.

The surest route for a community to forge ahead these
days is education, not clinging on to ancestral farmlands or
even minerals. Warring Plateau communities could borrow
aleaffrom Governor Godswill Akpabio of Akwa Ibom. He
said on television last week that he would end many peo-
ples views of Akwa Ibom as “a large factory for producing
houseboys and house girls,” using education as the tool. He
did not blame anyone for historically bringing this about;
the important thing is how to end it.
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Grand Slam

oger Federer
felt awkward
for a moment,
celebrating his
16th Grand Slam tide.
Federer timed his
run to perfection at
the season’s first major,
beating  fifth-seeded
Andy Murray 6-3, 6-4,
7-6 (11) in the Sunday
night final to collect his
fourth Australian Open
title.
This time last year,

Federer was sobbing
after a five-set loss to
Rafael Nadal at Mel-
bourne Park. Hed
missed a chance to equal
Pete Sampras’ record of
14 Grand Slams, com-
pounding an emotional
few weeks.

This time, Murray
was on the verge oftears
after missing a chance to
become the first British
man since 1936 to win a
major.

Okaka leaves Roma
with a parting gift

oma took advantage of second-placed AC
Milan being held 1-1 at home by Livorno
to catch up with them in Serie A yesterday
by beating basement side Siena 2-1 with the

help of a remarkable Stefano Okaka goal.
Okaka, who is expected to join Premier League
side Fulham on Monday, back-heeled a cross from
fellow substitute Adrian Pitto seal victory in the 88th

minute.

"The goal was really satisfying. | wanted to put on
a beautiful performance," said Okaka, the Nigerian-

born forward.

"I'm going to England to improve myself. This
opportunity came up and | couldn't say no."
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