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The growing problem of unemployment is one which has given 
some concern to the government in recent years. Formulation of 
programmes to relieve the problem has been hampered by lack of 
quantitative information to guide posi-tive action. Within the past 
two years the Statistics Division of the Ministry of Economic 
Planning and Reconstruction has carried out surveys aimed at finding 
out the incidence and duration of unemployment among school leavers 
who are believed to constitute the bulk of the unemployed in the 
Western State.

In the course of collecting the necessary information which are 
published in this report, many individuals and organisations were 
contacted. In particular, various schools that were selected in the 
sample survey and many school leavers who fall within the sample 
drawn from the entire school leaver population cooperated by supply
ing the necessary information. We hereby express our gratitude 
to these various individuals and agencies without whose cooperation 
this publication might not have been produced.

Suggestions for improving the quality of the data published 
in this report are welcomed at all times.
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INTRODUCTORY NOTES

A Simple

were

. . ../2

(vii)

NOTE:* This figure is approximately 1.8% of the 1968 school 
leaver population of 82,292 (see Appendix II).

avenues
2.
2.1

The Annual Sample Survey of Unemployment Among School 
Leavers was started three years ago by the Statistics Division 
of the Ministry of Economic Planning and Reconstruction. This 
report is the third one to be issued on the survey and has the 
same purpose as the two previous issues, namely, to find out 
the incidence of unemployment among school leavers from the 
Primary School level to the Secondary Grammar School level. 
Furthermore, from this survey it would be possible to find out 

of employment open to young school leavers.
METHOD OF STUDY.
The method adopted in carrying out this survey is similar 

to that of previous surveys. Samples of schools were drawn on per
centage basis, i.e. 2% of Primary Schools (4,000); 10% of Secondary 
Modern Schools (287); and 20% of Secondary Grammar Schools (207); 
making a total of 165 schools (.see Table A overleaf). 
2.2 A school was chosen as the primary sampling unit, 
but carefully designed questionnaire, the specimen copy of which 
is shown in Appendix IB, was mailed to 521 primary school 
leavers, 382 secondary modern school leavers and 616 secondary 
grammar school leavers. In all, 1,519 *school leavers were 
selected out of which 732 cooperated giving a response rate 
of 46.4%. Table B (page ) shows the analysis of the 
returns by political divisions and by type of school.
3. METHOD OF DERIVING ESTIMATES RECORDED IN THE TABLES
3.1 As usual, raising factors were used to "blow up" sample 
estimates. These factors were obtained by taking reciprocals of 
the ratios of sample to total population of school leavers for each 
type of school, making necessary adjustments for non-response.
For example, if school leavers were selected from a population 
of y, the sample ratio would be — and the raising factor would 
be In order to nullify the effect of non-response on the 
raising factors, x is equated to the number of responses 
rather than to the number in sample.’ Hence, figures published 
in the tables are estimates for the entire school leaver population 
based on the sample survey.
4. RESULTS
4.1 Of the total students turned out in December 1968, 37.7% 
were unemployed at the end of September 1969; 39.0% were further
ing their education while 10.1% were apprentices and 2.4% 
working on their own account. The number in employment was 
about 10.8%. These are shown in Tdie C.
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Other interesting facts revealed by the analysis in Tables

5.1

(b)

are

. . ./3

(X)

it was
were serving
As in the

Secondary Mod®rn School

some 
mind.

A SCHOOL LEAVER:- A school leaver is defined as any 
person who has attended a formal course of study in 
a school and has left at the end of the final year. 
The term excludes drop-outs.
EMPLOYED AND UNEMPLOYED:- This report classifies 
school leavers who are in occupations as "employed” 
(gainful activities being activities leading to a 
certain income either in cash or in kind). School 
leavers who are not in gainful employment and 
not attending institutions of higher learning arc 
classified as ’'unemployed”.

15-18 are that, like the two previous surveys, the highest 
unemployment rates were recorded for Secondary Modern School 
leavers, followed by Secondary Grammar School and Primary 
School leavers respectively.
4.3 No Secondary Grammar School leaver or Secondary Modern
School leaver was returned as self employed (see Table C overleaf). 
As might be expected, Secondary Grammar School leavers recorded 
the highest percentage of employment. An explanation for this 
might be that the income from self employment is much smaller 
than the income earned by West African School Certificate 
holders in wage employment. Besides, this category of school 
leavers have better job opportunities. Furthermore, 
observed that the greatest number of people employed 
in Government and Community services (see Table 11). 
case of Secondary Grammar School leavers, many 
leavers were employed in the Government and Community services. 
Primary School leavers were mostly absorbed into Commerce and 
Community services - see Tables 6 and 8.
4.4 The Primary School leaver apprentices recorded in Table 7 
are mostly those engaged on such activities as manufacturing 
and commerce.
4.5 Ibadan, the §tate capital, and its surrounding area have 
always been the largest employing divisions for all classes of 
school leavers *
4.6 It is striking to note that a high proportion of employed 
school leavers were absorbed within six months after their leaving 
school as reflected in Tables 11 and 12.
4.7 The search for employment largely in service activities not 
only shows the heavy dependence of school leavers on the 
service sector for employment opportunities but also indicates 
the general awareness among new entrants into the labour force, 
of the major sources of demand for their labour.
5. EXPLANATION OF TERMS, CONCEPTS AND SYMBOLS USED

In this report, some important points enumerated below 
should be borne

(a)
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(c)

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

(v)

(vi)

2.

(xii)

LABOUR force - CLASSIFICATION INTO OCCUPATIONAL GROUPS 
AGRICULTURE:- Covers Agriculture and Livestock 
production, Agricultural Services, Forestry, 
Logging, Hunting, Tapping and Fishing 
MANUFACTURE:- Covers all types of manufacturing 
of consumer goods in form of food, drinks, clothing, 
furniture and all wood-works. This section also 
includes manufacture of machinery and all transport 
equipments. 
CONSTRUCTION:- Covers all types of construction 
projects (including repairs and demolition) whether 
undertaken by private bodies or Governmental 
author ities

(iv) COMMERCE;- Covers wholesale trade, retail trade, 
banks and other financial institutions, insurance 
and real estate.
TRANSPORT AND COMMUNICATIONS:- Transport covers 
Railway, Bus, Road, Ocean, Water and Air transport. 
Communications cover Posts and telegraphs, telephone, 
radio and television.
SERVICES:- Cover Government and Community services, 
Business services, Theatre and Related services, 
Domestic services, Restaurants, Hotel services, 
Laundries, Barber, Portrait and Personal services. 
1. GOVERNMENT SERVICES:- Embrace Federal, State 

and Local Governments, including such 
organisations as the armed forces, police and 
regular administrative departments and offices 
of Governments. Exclude Governmental activities, 
other than administrative and regulatory, in 
such fields as transport, education, communication, 
health, production, marketing and financial 
institutions, each of which together with other 
similar activities, is classified in the 
appropriate industrial groups 
COMMUNITY SERVICES:- Under these are public 
or private organisations furnishing services 
to the community in the fields of education 
(Universities and all schools and colleges), 
medical and other health services (hospitals, 
clinics, nursing homes, etc., doctors, nurses, 
midwives, etc.4 working on own account), 
research and scientific institutions, 
religious organisations, welfare institutions, 
trade associations and professional and labour 
organisations, libraries, museums, political
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3.

OTHERS:-
(d)

I

!

organisations, civic, social and fraternal 
associations, and organisations like Y.M.C.A. 
(Young Men Christian Association) or Y.W.C.A. 
(Young Women Christian Association). 
BUSINESS SERVICES:- Cover legal services, 
accounting,auditing and book-keeping services, 
engineering and technical services, advertising 
agencies, mailing services, employment agencies, 
news agencies, journalists and writers, fashion 
designers, business consultants, etc. Include 
also persons working on own account in these 
fields
Cover activities not included elsewhere.(vii)

SYMBOLS USED:
P = Primary School Leavers.
M = Secondary Modern School Leavers.
S = Secondary Grammar School Leavers.

6. All the information contained in the tables published in 
this report relate to 30th September 1969, i.e. an instantaneous 
picture of the school leaver employment situation as at 30/9/69 
is depicted in the tables.
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APPENDIX 1A.

Dear Mr./Miss 

2.

(i)

(ii)

(iii)

3.

Yours sincerely.

19..

Ministry of Economic Planning 
and Reconstruction, 

(Statistics Division), 
Ibadan.

17th November, 1969

(Sgd.) ......
for Permanent Secretary

OR
Fill sections A and C if you are already working

OR
Fill sections A and D if you have not started 
working.

The form has been addressed at the back to this Ministry. 
It does not require any postage stamp. After you have filled 
the form, fold it up, gum it, and post early enough to reach 
this office by the 17th December, 1969.

This Ministry conducts annually a survey to study the 
employment situation of a selected number of pupils who 
recently left the Primary, Secondary Modern and Secondary 
Grammar Schools in Western Nigeria. The aim of the survey 
is to find out the number of school leavers who go to 
other schools for higher studies and also to ascertain the 
number that are working and the number of school leavers 
that are not working.

You are therefore requested to fill the attached form 
in the manner described below:-

Fill sections A and B if you are still attending 
school

SAMPLE SURVEY OF UNEMPLOYMENT OF 
SCHOOL LEAVERS, 1968



APPENDIX IB.

Ministry of Economic Planning and Reconstruction

SECTION A:
1. Full Name 

Sex (Male or Female)Surname First Other Names

2. Last School attended 
Name Town Located

3. Your Home Town 

Present Address 

SECTION B:

(To be filled ONLY by those still attending School)

Name of Present School 
2. Type of School (Example: Secondary Modern etc. ) 

3. Final Examination in view (Example H.S.C. or W.A.S.C. etc.) 

SECTION C:

Name of Employer 

2. Date when you were employed 

3. What type of work are you doing ? 

4. (Tick one).Are you an apprentice? 
NoYes

If you are an apprentice, what kind of work are

SECTION D:

What kind of work have you applied for? 

Names & Addresses of Employers to whom you have applied ? 2.

Date of filling this form.Your Signature

20

(To be filled ONLY by those who are working, either for themselves 
or for someone).

you doing? 
:kets etc.)

If you are working for yourself, what kind of work are ; 
(Example: Selling of newspapers, ice-cream, lottery ticl

you 
learning? ..

(To be filled ONLY by those who are not working at all: )

Statistics Division, Ibadan, Western Nigeria.
SAMPLE SURVEY OF EMPLOYMENT OF SCHOOL LEAVERS 1968
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