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Fresh Herbal 
Vaseline 
Intensive 

Care 
Lotion

leaves yourskin
soft and beautiful with fresh all-day 
herbal fragrance!

Vaseline Intensive Care Lotion-trusted for soft and 
beautiful skin now gives you a choice of fragrances- 
Regular or Fresh Herbal.

Fresh Herbal Vaseline Intensive Care Lotion has an 
enriched formula that helps rub in faster while leaving 
a fresh herbal fragrance on your body. In fact it is like 
wearing a perfume all day.

Vaseline Intensive Care Lotion -soaks right in for softer skin.
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Find the killers
Sir.

Bright E Okogu 
Oxford 

UK

' much easier to start any type 

r^izer.’. in
- rerr.v.a!
!o be f: l=d by

ago. the giant of Africa.
the brink of despair, hut 

early swallowed in an abyss of leading, i 
with no visible sign of rescue would lox 

one of \our

.•stioning is: how long will 
wv ...'owed to thrive in 

ilitics in Africa
I by ancestry . ■

.■ii.ix.il>. i.iue. nine ami migration ’ 
The Rwanda Government s persistent

press censorship. It is often used 
d questionable official plans.
' ..v..ons Indeed with so much 

exposure of corruption and 
mity being suppressed, no citizen can be 
rtam any longer that r 
* ‘ ‘ interests. National security nolhing less

ing to power of Uganda s leader. 
„w._   Museveni, brought into the 

limelight a number of questions regarding 
the Rwandese refugee 
residing in Uganda and 
countries for the last 25 

resents last 24 years of indepem 
iolence characterised by dictatorial re

B Gasana 
University of Jos 

Nigeria

ever be found? Up <<*

Gabriel B Agbonika 
Cardiff 

Wales

soingtothetrue pan-African 
jaid the price. * ^benezer Babatope Sir.

Buckingham The comil
England Yoweri

Up trxfai
► < r Dr Ademola.
c a; oj -ax’ involved in the duties and

- :-t trade unionist. too much \
. ■ tzv.r.z the civil war.

cvJd break the chain
• * •; Deie's killers. If this is not and 

b-.m/i'ers will '-.trike again itscl

 X oace advised that
tre er '• -crusade to rid society of
- oppre-vion should be pre-
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Zze.e has indeed pa
El

Hector Ampah 
l‘O Box 533 
Cape Coast 

Ghana

noone
neither are sacked for fearie .. 
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dangerou / • 

a few of the tumour- >.
if President politic.

Who is going to save this nc— dershez
J pathetic giant? Nigeria cans'-t aiijw 

...  ^-... ..~df to sink to such depths and a: the same 
time still lay claim to being the leader of 

those who the black Africa.

; through coups. c:‘“* 
cry. road accidents etc. but 
ih letter bombs.

y that it dese blood tn his ancestry or that his father 
iolence emigrated from Rwanda.

I am not questioning the validity of these 
• --32 us back

politics of divide and 
belongs to w hich side 

who is entitled to
■ rz- - .-r.-rrer.; have the right to 
: -i from the people they
_..err,. in fact the right to 

:. drtort and to prevent the 
fr-’ ’ *.-:ng given. Why don't tL ;

• :de’of that story known?
• ’ . advent of military rule in the

■' >,n-: reason after another
■ -.-'i used by agents of the state to 

control vital evidence or

Pen pals wanted
Sir.
I am 2(1 years old ami mv hobbies arc 

music, soccer, ait and travel I 
to correspond regular^ " ,i’n

to power of Uganda's leader, 
useveni. brought into ihe

i who have been 
other East Atrican 
' years. Uganda s 

The z- >-•-•:nation of Dele Giwa represents last 24 years of independence have been 
' a major escalation in the cycle of violence characterised by dictatorial regimes.

.n Nigerian life. Now that a redeeming administration
In the past, the country has lost lives has come to power to rescue the people of 

.-.necessarily through coups, civil war. Uganda from misrule, the enemies of this 
armed robbery, road accidents etc. but regime are trying to say that Musevenis 
r er through letter bombs. concern for the refugees stems from Rwan-

It is a fact of contemporary history 
. .. ? of vic

than to put an end to it. Nigeria's recent I n  
history. and the on-going fratricidal feud in reports, because that would dras 
Lebanon, among others, amply demons- into the old colonial 
trate this. There is every danger that this rule, politics of who 
latest atrocity might catch on. of the border line and 

It is a cruel irony which will not be lost which nationality: a problem that has 
on t* i-i .u„. i . ... . . - -

after the international community 
honoured Nigerian intellectual genius 
through the award of a Nobel prize.

' another talent should be so abruptly snuf­
fed out.

Dele’s death must Whence cometh help?
not remain a mystery Some ten years

• |’r' Nigeria, was on
' Nh»V- s death has surelv robbed today it is ne;
i journalism ltf one of its precious hoplessness v.....
* K^,|s, <»n the horizon
! '»ill his murderers ever be found9 f p to Nigeria is now a country where stud.*”’

I l\manSV?ei,"‘S Musa Y:!‘,c a,ul .I)a,ula d<HU' ,aki^ l™»
Mortal i ^,,ure^ '’‘die’s into Genei-J 'JJ’nonstralion. accountants ate killed for

'---------L.’1 ‘ u',;unn’ed in •• J UL,OS sIfcc| |ia%c refusing shady deals; auditors are maimed

the rest of the world that barely a week become a plague to the entire continent of 
--------- ----- 1 ---------- Africa.

What I am questioning i 
tribalistic interests be allov 
our midst ? How long w ill pol

 continue to be dominated . • —
The sophistication with which the killing ethnicity, race, tribe and migration ’ j 

was carried out definitely narrows down Th. 7. J.. Cw r-- - ,
■ r;.r'_- or control vital evidence or number of suspects. Giwa was not refusal to accept the return of her nationals ! 

•• port of public interest. National security kj||ej u common criminal, but by vvho have been livine outside the country
• often been used as the convenient M,me()nc with access to bomb-making for two and a half decades is pathetic. And | 

excuse for press censorship. It is often used jevjces. its claim that there is nowhere for them to j
to conceal questionable official plans. Whether the killing was sponsored by hve is absurd, 
policies and actions Indeed with so much international businessmen or by Nigerians We hope tl 
evidence of exposure of corruption and anv description, the least the govern- 
manity being suppressed, no citizen can be men( can do is find out who killed Givva. 
certain any longer that national security is j^j^nans. and indeed the world, expect 
in his own best .. -
must not be confused with political

^’*vva's death has surely robbed 
journalism of one of its precious

We hope that sooner or later Rwandan | 
authorities will see sense and face the i 
realities of the problem. We also continue I 
to give full support to President Museveni • 
and assure him of our co-operation with 
the Government of Uganda.
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We don’t need traditional rulers
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New Orleans, Louisiana
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African Chamber of Commerce 
3028 Gentilly Boulevard 
New Orleans, Louisiana 70122 
Telephone No. (5041948-9769 
U.S.A.

Mr S. B. Contch, Vice-President 
African Operations 
12C Henessy Street 
Kingtom, Freetown 
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Given the variety of the Chamber’s business interests in 
Africa and the United States of America, we encourage 
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consultations, quotations and references.

In New Orleans, the Chamber owns Pan-African businesses, 
including boutiques.

The African Chamber of Commerce in New Orleans is based 
on 3028 Gentilly Boulevard, New Orleans, Louisiana 70122, 
U.S.A. It serves as a clearing house for African and American 
business interests.

their magnificent palaces, these buildings 
should be acquired by government and 
used as offices and museums. Traditional 
rulers create fear and anxiety.

In the distant past, foreigners colluded 
with -•hem to send slaves to the Caribbean 
and the Americas. When the British first 
arrived they banished a number of them in 
order to rule directly. Ilowever. when they 
saw they could use them to divide and 
conquer, they reglorified the institution

Traditional leaders, though they seem 
innocuous, wield too much power and 
breed suspicion, superstition, fear and 
anxiety. Their kingdoms have been ths

• ling ground for corruption, particu- 
with regard to chieftaincy titles In 

order to get these worthless titles, people 
have been known to embezzle large sums 
of money.

Nigerians, too. have blindly and fanati­
cally followed religious dogma simply be­
cause the local ruler subscribes to it. Tlte 
government, by allowing them to be religi­
ous leaders too. is indirectly giving sanc­
tion to what religion should be pan 
And it is no secret that natural ru._ 
believed to be connected with the 
unexplained ritual murders.

Without their traditional rulers to rally 
round, the tribal groups will readily 
support the state government. There will 
thus be a faster integration of our diverse 
peoples.

.anzljzz

non. su 
■ir kmgd 

breeding ground for 
laris with regard to chieftai 

et these worthless
known to embezzle large

If Nigeria is to be united, the government should retire all traditional 
leaders, writes Philip Ikomi.
IVTow that there has been a debate on the 
11 future form of government to be 
adopted in this country, we need to re­
examine the status quo. Without shedding 
certain institutions which for a long time 
have wreaked havoc to our plans for 
Nigeria, there is very little we can do to 
usher in progress, unity and faith. 1 am 
referring specifically to the various tribal or 
ethnic chieftaincies.

Nigeria adopted republican status in 
1963. With that status, there is just no 
room for obas. chiefs, emirs, obongs. 
okagbues. olus or what have you. We are 
not the United Kingdoms of Nigeria.

We have many problems, but tribalism, 
which seems to be the bedrock of all 
the unwanted ‘isms’, is rooted in our 
traditional rulers. It is they who really keep 
tribalism and separatism in vogue. They 
are supposed to be the custodians of our 
culture and traditions. If we want tradition­
al dancers to perform at festivals, we do 
not need obas. chiefs or emirs to supply 
them

Traditional rulers have no

modern Nigeria simply because all their 
traditional jobs have been taken up by the 
state governments. They cannot legally 
collect taxes, for example, without the 
permission of the government. They 
cannot legally stand in judgement over 
anyone or settle disputes without permis­
sion from the government. And they 
cannot sell people into slavery any more 
without being dragged to court. But they 
wield enormous power by maintaining 
social barriers between various ethnic 
groups

If we want Nigerians to move freely 
across tribal or ethnic boundaries and in so 
doing promote unity, we do not have to 
continue to pay traditional leaders to 
remind us of our differences. We cannot 
continue to undo with one hand what we 
make with (he other.

If we are really serious about finding a 
new way to proceed forward after 1990. we 
should dismantle the institutions of tradi­
tional leadership. Natural rulers should be 
disbanded and. since taxpayers across the 
country have been responsible for building
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Call Me Not a Man 
The Beggars' Strike 

Violence W' , Native Life in South Afnco 
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Longman African Classics
Toles of Amadou Koumba Dmp 
Hungry Flames Mzamane 
Fools Ndebele 
Scarlet Song Ba 
Sundiata Niane
The Last Duty

J 6 C' " • 
w,’y?

7 I* a common language. Europt 
l’vc *n f°rg*ng a union of African 

■ L. tI‘c feasibility of adopting a 
conducting business in

must

Forthcoming
Master and Servant 
The Victims G^-Ma,shoba 

Sow Fall

cxLhn|C.hmpCtition is opcn ,O al1 African Concord readers 
relatives S'a” °f Concord Press of Nigeria and their

announcementmUS’ hC accompanic‘1 b> a slip of thls
Wc seize this 
sponsors of 
11011 we wish 
support. 
Faber 
Allison

opportunity to thank Longman publishers, 
our 1986 competition. For the 1987 competi- 

to thank Longman once again for their 
as well as Heinemann. Women's Press. Penguin, 

and Faber. Helm. Hamish Hamilton. Yale, 
and Busby. Andre Deutsch and Pan.

Longman African Writers
Heroes lyayl 
flamingo Sowande 
Loyalties Maja-Pearce

rfaGhost/Anowa
,f Anansewa/Edu

Br_. pean or African, impera- 
of African states'? Also, consider 

.. bilingual approach in 
an African federation.

The essay should be between 800 and 1.000 words and 
reach African Concord before 30th March. 1987.

Send entries to either African Concord. 5/15 Cromer St. , 
WCIH 8LS or African Concord. 42 Concord

•. ■ O Box 4483. Ikeja-Lagos. Nigeria.

sis > ’K' w*nncr will be rewarded with books donated by our 
pinsors. valued at over £500. The remaining books. I 
aiueu at over £51X1, will be shared among eleven runners- ,

Books worth over £1,000 to be won 
Enter this competition now!
You arc invited to enter our 1987 Essay Competition. 
Choose one of the following topics:

1 How can the barriers militating against the founding of • 
a Union of African States be broken down? And how ; 
soon do you envisage such a union?

2 Discuss the role cf the African woman, or the black 
woman in the Western world, in the black struggle.

3 What is the best approach to liberation struggle in 
southern Africa, in view of the apartheid regime’s 
increasing desperation? Would it be more effectively 
waged on a sub-regional level, or should greater focus be 
placed on intensification of the internal struggle?

4 Should African states, collectively or individually, 
pursue the attainment of nuclear tcchnolouv. both for 
domestic and military purposes?

rn r°W Can re*at>onship between Africans on the 
nd ttlc*r descendants in the diaspora be •
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Umar: Cut a media image of a radical

i

translate the ideas into reality. And no 
visionary goes through this haunting ex­
perience without being changed — 
theorists become pragmatists and they 
soon begin to re-tailor their perceptions 
ot society to fit the reality that now 
stares at them.

19 governors sworn into ------------------- ■,---------
last year September by President th® state when he watered down 

Ibrahim Babangida, Governor tough stance of a few days earlier.
AFRICAN CONCORD 20 NOVEMBER 1986

Blue for a radical
nf -Truf Umar’the idealistiC strai8ht-talking former 

ss of the FHA, is coming to terms with reality as Kaduna 
state governor.
Philosophers have never suffer- 
A ed any illusion about our world: 
that a hiatus separates the ideas in the 
head and reality, distances the world of 
vision and praxis. Every revolutionary 
of repute, every person imbued with 
reformist ideas always struggle to 
disprove this maxim. It is their unwanted 
nightmare, a crucible they have to pass 

once they have the opportunity to 
8

Abubakar Dangiwa Umar was probably 
the only one that had a clear idea about 
his assignment.

He was well prepared. He had 
everything cut out, an idea about the 
format and content of the kind of 
regime he would institute in Kaduna 
State, the reforms he would introduce, a 
manifesto of some sort. Have these ideas 
changed 15 months after; has Governor 
Umar himself changed?

Before his appointment, he had cut a 
media image of a radical, a man impa­
tient with the slow pace of reforms, with 
cosmetic changes,' a courageous man 
that had the audacity under a conser­
vative military oligarchy of Buhan-- 
Idiagbon to advocate pub’lic control of 
means of production, to crave fun­
damental changes. He even nearly com­
mitted heresy when he advocated for 
something akin to socialism.

As the administrator of the Federal 
Housing Authority, hejan the affairs ot 
the place with military precision, expos- 
ing corruption and striving to end the 
hitherto unabated fleecing of the 
treasury through the awards of contracts 
for everything that had to.be done- 
Umar sought, to block this brazen milk­
ing of government by contractor-suckers 
and introduced dfrtct labour system, 
whereby workerspf the authority woulo 
do • some projects -they had |ke com­
petence to<io. ; i \ «

/
• •UmwtefttJwfTJA. Cteaner.illiuvta >' 
met it, -more purposeful, ;®ore fuMC-

' tioruQ. jffe-'eVqi.-wpnV.io ihe extfnl m 
: calling on r^overnmeni to ^<**<252"

-votvodHn public housing^ ./ - 
; responsibly xif ^srtimcmto.'shrf^&' ;
’ its people. In the 21 mohths^r so of tas 

tenure in theTHAAfmar became a man to watch aix! on him, the media focussed 
as he took the oath of office as governor 
of Kaduna State, a volatile political area 
harbouring a cream of northern Nigeria 
political and military elites.

As the new governor departed Lagos 
for Kaduna that September, Umar 
began to live true to his image and public 
expectation. He fired a warning signal to 
trouble makers and political cliques in 
the state, to steer clear of his administra­
tion. He would not be their puppet or a 
man — Friday and he would not be 
diverted by their bickerings. He blamed 
the faceless cliques of the state and pro­
mised them a rough time. It Was a good 
showing, tough. The media were thrilled 
and made a feast of it in screaming head 
lines, the day after. And everyone began 
to await more toughness from the new 
governor, and particularly see how he 
would use Kaduna as the guinea pig for 
his radical ideas.

But Umar had hardly settled down in 
the state when he watered down his 
tough stance of a few days earlier. He

iten 
daj
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His record in office the past 15 mon­
ths seems to be in support of this. Im­
mediately he began duties, Umar 
brought some of his experiences at FHA 
to bear. He introduced the direct labour 
system, abolishing contracts for simple 
projects. About 50 roads in Kaduna 
metropolis have been repaired and new 
ones built. Through this, Umar has been 
able to save N4 million and that is not 
the only monetary gain. Umar’s govern­
ment is also using direct labour to build 
two warehouses for the distribution 
agencies. The cost of the projects as a 
result has gone down from N244 million • 
to N85O,OOO. In addition, workers df the 
state ministry of works are also building 
an extension block in the Governor’s of­
fice. Rural roads, rural electrification 
projects are also being built by direct 
labour. Repairs of vehicles are done by 
the hitherto redundant workshops of the 
works ministry. Supplies of,stationery 
and equipment are procured directly 
from the sellers, rather than through 
contracts. A spin off from the direct 
labour system is the provision of more 
jobs.

Although, the system has brought 
some benefits to the state, Governor 
Umar is quick to admit the several con­
straints that are being faced, the scep­
ticism and impatience of the people who 
expect things to be done, more quickly. 
Some of the problems centre on the lack 
of equipment and Umar explains: “As 
vou know, we came at a very poor, dif-

said his speech was directed at no group, 
that he had been misquoted, that his 
speech was not meant to castigate the 
Kaduna mafia, which some overzealous 
newspapers erroneously concluded was 
the group Umar castigated.

'n-------vspapers admitted their error
:ted it, but the Kaduna based 

Nigerian newspaper, apparently 
on it when it wrote an 

•"‘ting an issue out of the 
mthfulness and that of 

some other governors who then held the 
rank of Major in the army. The 
newspaper argued that age and ex­
perience might. hamstring the com­
petence of the gpyemors to administer 
their states. Although the editorial did 
not mention Umar, it was clear that he 
might be the person it had in mind.

It’s more than a year now that Umar 
has been administering the state and 

• within the time he has also moved a step 
up in the military ladder — he has 
become a Lieutenant Colonel. What has 
b?en his experience in governing? Umar 
bursts into smiles and replies: “It has 
been quite beneficial. It has been tough. 
But not the impression people create as 
if Kaduna is too big a coat 
wear. We have been able 
Kaduna.”

that the campaign was catching on and 
yielding fruits. One most visible gain has 
been the increase in cotton production. 
In the past, the state was reputed for cot­
ton, but the people in the time of. the oil 
boom and importation spree, abandon­
ed cotton, growing food crops such as 
sorghum, millet and maize. Umar says 
the campaign has achieved a re­
orientation from food production to the 
production of cash crops. The price of 
cotton has been increased from N700 to 
N 1,400 and an edict has been enacted 
that makes government and two other 
agents, the sole buyers of the produce. 
Umar says the step was taken to stop the 
peasants from being exploited by mid­
dlemen who would buy their produce at 
cheap prices only to sell to the textile 
companies at high prices.

This year, Governor Umar expects the 
state, along with Kano, Sokoto and 
Bauchi to supply 50 per cent of Nigeria’s 
needs. Next year, he hoped that the pro­
duction would triple. In the meantime, 
farmers brigades or co-operatives have 
been formed in the rural areas to enable 
the farmers benefit optimally from the 
inputs and equipment supplied by the 
Farmers’ Supply Company, owned by 
'the government. To encourage mixed- 
•farming, work-bulls worth N1.4 million, 
have been bought and loans valued at 

;N5 million distributed, to farmers.

Umar: Po wer is very fragile

ficult time, when there was no money to 
buy these items. What we have done was 
to salvage those that had been abandon­
ed and repair them. I keep telling people 
that they should not expect a lot of 
monetary savings as of now. The fact is 
that a start has been made.”

Some other things the Umar ad­
ministration has been able to do are: the 
launching of the People’s Re-orientation 
Campaign, the introduction of self­
accounting systems for ministries, 
parastatals and government commercial 
companies.*

The Re-orientation campaign was 
launched last January and its central 
message was not only to enlighten the 
nine million people of the state about the 
workings of government, but also to 
teach the lessons of self-reliance. It was 
also designed to mobilise the citizens to 
be more productive.

“Unless people were involved in plan­
ning of development, all efforts would 
remain unco-ordinaied and irrelevant 
to the society,” he said at the launching 
on January 10.

To realise the goals of the c< 
to be able to reach the people, t 
government recently gave out N2.72 
million for the building of TV and radio 
booster stations in Katsina, Southern 
Zaria, Saminaka and Birnin-Gwari. 
Governor Umar told African Concord

AFRICAN CONCORD 20 NOVEMBER 1986 .



I

I

Hsz:an Kaizina.r \ farx.

vsa.x.

“General Babangida may not be
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“General Babangida may not be a socialist, but I think he is 
socially concerned to the extent that whatever policies he pro- 
mulgale-,, a person like me has so much faith in him.”

’ oarlkipate in 
ml, no mailer 
the convtruc-

economic 
lany of us 

is that in

“People have been talking about the public sector not beir 
•■Ffhhni. Can we really b* efficient simply by privatizm#, b 
saying government should hands off? Can’t we for example, 
make government companies more efficient? I think we can/'

_?2.Tctimf -on things to pass, because you are a 
But where you disagree in a major way, 

s to drop from the group. There are some 
-jngs I will hke to done which if thev are not done, all I 
?".d//°;‘h'nk ab°ut how1 can do tbinss bcllcr b> myself. I 
... J3 Sta,e Snd m> maior c°nccm is how I can run
the state so that I can contribute to its growth."

Umar: Quotes
’ 'I Hl, vm of a fkh man H taken to government school. The

" wn of »r *hour er ii taken to gfrzerr.mer.l school. Even
no.» - ? yon fi.-.d th» private sector a-.king for houvet from the
government, WMb all these, I felt, if *e are g',.r.g to cortmue member of a’erouD 1 

the mired eronomy in a prnWi>e way, then it’s only right the best thing to do is 
tb it go /*rnment controls the mean; of creating the wealth. .I hi i to me fo,ild sound whlhi,” !h,n«? 1-*111 ,jke t0

1 ~d Bar.k 
• s: terne 

-oed him of 
goose. But 

red by such 
vt-r- tn they came from 

'■ y-yz-z'.Qgy of 
Arc he y-zz then not 

d :_cr. psychology. A
- • ztxr. reached by the Bank

s.'h C-.-er-It’s officials have 
<,r. a.c..-ar.se that the project 
• . P oe cs" p treh at the new target

..-.uar : s^arrei with the World Bank 
0T-/.4.- z tr.t fsre ir.t rebel in him. He 

a : r.-7. the subtle way at
g.ar.t external economic institu-

“This h why J continue to say that if we want an 
take-off in thij country, we can bring it about. Mt 
don’t want to do that... The things we art driving at

" I his h why I support the ban by the Head of Slate on the im- the near future we should be self-sufficient in the raw materials 
portalion of wine raw mnterlah required by the InduMriev. that we can grow and the food crops we consume.”

"(»ovcrnrneri| ha<i Io Joshi lhal the private sector pa 
hotidng. At the vame lime, I think the government, 
how '.mull the venture In, should continue with l„< 
tlon of honnlng.'

lions attempt to comrcl 5C-.ereigz. or—- 
tries. He abhors, too, the in­
fluence of the wherever
they operate.

Perhaps this v-lscerai eppeshen to 
them, informs his object:" to ~ t’-es by 
the Federal Government to seZ 0:: its 
companies to private entrepreneurs. 
Umar does not believe this is the answer 
to Nigeria’s economic problems. He 
thinks government has to take the lead 
in industrialisation, by investing its 
resources. His government has 
demonstrated this belief by buying two 
Federal companies — a livestock com­
pany and a diary. The companies and 
others owned by the state have been ask­
ed to operate like other private com­
panies — make profits and be self ac-

E\en though it is going to put some industries into problems
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Name: Dangiwa Abubakar Umar 

(Lt. Colonel)
Birth: September 2, 1949

. . Place: Birnin Kebbi, Sokoto State 
Marital Status: Married

I Education: Primary School, Birnin 
Kebbi 1957-1963 
Government College, Sokoto 1964 
-1968 
Nigerian Defence Academy 1969— 
1972 
Nigerian Army School of Armour 
1972 
US Army Admin School, Fort Ben­
jamin, Harrison, Indiana, USA 
1976 
Royal Armour Centre, England 
1977 
US Army Armour School, Kentuc 
ky 1977—197$ 
Bayero University, Kano 1979-1981 
Command and Staff College, Jaji

Posts Held: Troop Leader 
Squadron Leader (Armour) 
Battalion Commander 
Aide-de-Camp to Deputy Chief of

Brigade Major 
Military Administrator’Federal 
Housing Authority

Present Position: Military Governor of 
Kaduna State

Hobbies: Polo, Golf and Squash 
Countries Visited: UK, USA, Saudi 

Arabia Egypt, Iran, Jamaica 
France, Italy and Belgium.

Greatest Influence: Retired Major Gene- 
ral Usman Hassan Katsina.

.____________________
Ibrahim Makarfi, Commissioner for Infor­
mation and Home Affairs.
counting. Additionally, his government 
has plans to embark on seven industrial 
Projects out of the 14 abandoned by the 
civilians.

. His answer to proponents of privatisa­
tion has been to crave more government 
involvement, crave the removal of im­
pediments that cog the efficiency of 
public companies, crave relaxation of 
excessive government controls. “What I 
believe is that we can make the public 
sector very efficient by bringing about 
right sanctions against people that delay 
things in government. With, more 
government support, state and federal, 
1 am sure the public sector will be more 
efficient.”

That stance should not be surprising 
to watchers of Governor Umar. It is a 
Position that derives from his ideology 
~~ an unshaken belief in the need for 
government to control the means of pro­
duction, of creating the wea,t*? r0L 
slate. He was of course known for these 
vtews before coming into office. In tact.

j

HF*

Salima Adamu7c^”lssl0n" 
a7R“^NCORP30NOVEMBER1986

'Dalhat u Ta rIda "r*
Agriculture. ’ CommDsloner for 

not* allowing peopfebeton ^careful in

ideological'"tabefiing^s shMess for 
understandable. Umar bet™, f course.

’SSS'iBsS^S.--
watch'eedmuXnonr?h?,do^ *hisC• Having

how Umar has gone son ? po™ atMafia, how re‘°"a£e Kaduna

d
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Adeyi Adikwu, a Journalist:

J

Umar: FHA more difficult to rule

Umar in my estimation has scored above 
average.

The Kaduna township roads are being 
revamped and his rural development and 

initiative have been commen-

riew impetus towards the
ition of cotton as an export com- He needs to
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• irritating, 
lary school 
vould have

-articaiirx:.
Umar: the heap of

•ju/jT.1: ti&s. of Jesus to his
■ -r ‘hern for

r. r", * ‘ .-.I.' "X; tC.r.V,.''
.-•ar r. ie .r.r.er .<?*• Triih African Con-

&ses sax ose the wane words, but
• ■ S'.::.::

- ■ *. . '.r: .

. - allow
shrxx fclsj to the killing

c ‘ %.• - < a zzzxir. garb.
i> ’X.: save oo’S’lr. J.ed to say is that I 
’zz:x.y lOBcerasd. I don’t want a

. J find the rich becoming
nciacr <~-S- -os poor becoming poorer. 
" v.'j-Z be equal opportunities in

• e vzarty. We should try and build a
. •• here you can rite in spite of 

, .. • -.p.’,e of your connections
■■■■ '.t'-.',-:' He -.ay: it is 
oner’s a'Xkra and not one’s declaration 

a d ■: .. here £ne belongs in the
.deoiogical spectrum. He adds that he 
•.'.J belongs to the spectrum where he us-

Daura, Commissioner for H orks

And on the noise being‘made over his 
four-bedroom house. Lunar de n 1 ’’ 
as a non-issue.

“This kind of thing is very 
If I were a teacher in a second? 
and I built a house, no one wc 
talked about it.”

Umar says he will not bother himself 
with the tantrums of his critics; he will

jraetaWe x dictates by the retired 
jeneriir. most of whetr. live in Kaduna. 
~-C- v.tr.t s: new he too is fast develop- 
- 41 d ’-r acquiring property like the

” Sixh .i’-—••'.g a 
-U'z . 'ey point x unalloyed sup- 

frruder.t Babangjda, who 
•naxie •.eadLner, .n Bu-ari days for 

wid en against undue

modity and his bold agricultural in­
itiatives have been encouraging.

Timothy Oyemobia Azubike, a bar­
man at Kaduna Press Centre: His ad­
ministration is fair — he improved on 
mass transportation between Kaduna 
and rural areas, repaired the roads in 
Kaduna metropolis, introduced direct 
labour as an avenue for the unemployed 
to get jobs, and has done much to assist 
the police to reduce crime to the barest 
minimum.

I am however appealing to Governor 
Umar to extend his road repairs to the 
neglected rural areas, control prices ot 
essential commodities and rents in 
Kaduna State because everything in the 
market is now beyond the reach of the 
ordinary Nigerian. The government 
should also improve on the conditions 01 
primary and post primary schools 
especially in the rural areas because they 
are in total state of disrepair. He should 
also provide more drugs in hospitals and 
radio/television services in Southern 
Zaria, Birnin Gwari, Saminaka and Kat­
sina areas.

Miss Siri Jogai, a Teacher: Governor 
Umar has not done-much to reduce 
graduate and post primary school 
leavers’ unemployment. They are still 
roaming the streets, including science 
graduates. I know of many who have no 
employment and they are state indigenes 
trained with public funds.

He needs to provide sufficient

Musa shok, Commissioner for Education. 
ed to belong, regardless of his refusal to 
wear the ideological garb, regardless, of 
the office he occupies.

He has ignored the Kaduna mafia 
because he doesn’t consider it the state’s 
problem, but a national malaise. He 
pooh-poohs suggestions that some 
Generals are teleguiding him. He is not a 
man to serve as any General’s robot.

‘We call him a socialist’
r Musa, this is the first time we have got a
■ governor who cares for the masses. We 
s call him a socialist and the name suits 

him.
Steven

I T-TOW far has Lt. Colonel Abubakar 
x x Umar succeeded in Kaduna State? 
Some of the people he governs assess 
him and return mixed grades.

Comrade John Dawah, Kaduna State 
Chairman and National Vice President, 
Civil Service Technical Workers Union 
of Nigeria: Honestly speaking Governor 
Umar’s administration is fantastic view­
ed from the way Kaduna State is being 
developed. We’ve not had it like this. 
Roads arc being tarred, people arc being 
taken care of. Honestly, Comrade 
Governor Umar is a man of Words and 
action. People can now drive on some 
Kaduna roads.

His relationship with the workers is 
cordial. The only problem we have is the 
archaic rule making it mandatory for 
professionals to pass their civil service 
examination before they are promoted. 
And I am sure Governor Umar did not 
initiate this rule. We have written to him 
and we trust and hope something will be 
done.

He is making efforts to provide drugs 
in hospitals but. as you know, he cannot 
satisfy the demands of all the people.

Umar has embarked on rural roads to 1 
farms. I know this because I am a part- direct 
time farmer. Apart from the first dable. 
republic and the administration of im- The 
peached Alhaji Abdulkadir Balarabe resuscitat

12



Cover Story

:ms to be his resolve. Bui

Another
i. Ac

i of 
Lsin;

AFRICAN CONCORD 20 NOVEMBER 1986

the : 
and 
ment,

have 
this.

— Timothy Bonnet
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Onanuga with reports 
by Timothy Bonnet

government 
ur in ext 

ind

state into reality. Umar is a soldier 
his governorship is a military assign- 
”, not permanent. Tomorrow, he 

might be transferred, and this might br­
ing to an end his experiment in the state.

Umar is certainly not a man to be 
cowed down by the many criticisms of 
his government. "The good thing is to

drinkable water in Kaduna metropolis 
and most of the rural areas where there 
is still scarcity of water.

Most of our primary and post primary 
schools are in a state of disrepair and 
there is need for government to vote 
money to repair them,' provide desks, 
chairs, electricity and books. I know of a 
so-called special science unity school 
where students do not have light in the 
classrooms to read at night.

The standard of education is fast 
declining because of lack of proper at­
tention to the needs of our schools. The 
state hospitals are still consultancy in­
stitutions where drugs arc not provided 
after prescription.

1 however commend the 
for introducing direct labour in execu­
tion of government projects and the 
repair of Kaduna roads, but I want this 
to be extended to the rural areas.

Government should also move fast to 
provide radio/telcvision services to 
Southern Zaria, Saminaka, Katsina and 
Daura to enable the people know what 
the government is doing.

Yusuf Abubakar, a Broadcaster: / 
must commend the governor of Kaduna 
State for the way he has been handling 
the affairs of the state, especially the 
Zaria/Katsina political dichotomy 
despite his youthful age.

I also commend the government for 
its repair of roads in Kaduna township

" nas °een quite beneficial
not even consider asking for his 
redeployment, for he has a mission for 
the state. And this is to make the people 
of the state more conscious of their civic 
responsibilities, more productive. Even­
tually he plans to turn Kaduna into the 
envy of other states.

Time, of course, may be a great deter­
rence for Umar to translate his vision for

■Ip reduce 
graduates

those

maintain your good relations with God. 
If your conscience is clear, and w ha- 
arc doing is right, forger abour d. 
tors.” . .And that seems to he his resolve. B 
there is a criticism that Governor Um; - 
can not ignore. This centres on one elc 
ment of his social concerns. Umar once 
said it "3S the responsibility of govern­
ment IO house its people. Hut now. h- 
has modified his position, going ih.- ■. ■ 
niee excuse that idealists, like he, 
when thes bump into the thick wall ol 
reality- ”H is one th,ne’ .J?,? “IO 
say it is >our responsibility to d(1 
something. Another thing is >our 
capacity to do it. As you know today, 
lhe Federal and state governments arc 
barclv able to pay salaries. As much 
whatever zeal, "hatever desire you have 
to construct housing lor the people, vou 

a limited resources to practica’lise 
......Yoti need money. It is not just the 
^Surely. 15 months of governorship 
has tempered at least one of Umar’s gin- 
tcring ideas. The tone ol his response is 
certainly that ol the radical in close en­
counter with reality. It must be one 
blue for the radical governor ot Kaduna 
State.
— Bayo

I praise him lor his direct labour 
policy because it is the best way t0 Sus. 
tain the workers and ensure more 501id 
job. Lugard Hall. Hamdala Hotel, the 
government and the state houses were 
Jbuilt through direct labour and you can 
sec the quality of'the work.

1 disagree with the government for 
taking World Bank loan to develop 
agriculture, because the bank provides 
the Staff and they insist on clling us how 
o use the money especially^™ the im­

ported stafl called experts. Government 
should stop taking such loans with str- 
ings attached.

Mallam Mohammed Ibrahim Sokoto, 
a Civil Servant: As you can see. roads 
walc^TVS'lable^nd efforts
made to increase ns supply ,n Kaduna 
and other major towns. Also noticeable 
■ire improvements in transportation 
system and in agriculture. More ot >lRh 
projects are being set up and are beginn- 

'n Direct labour is very important. It ls 

^’Td^^vmt^fjas reimplement the policy to help reduce
«8radua,es- 

retrenched.

and reviving the abandoned 14 PRP ad­
ministration industrial projects.

But I will like to advise that he should 
make industries in the state contribute 
materially and financially towards the 
development of the state, make the im­
pact of the state distribution agency felt 
or scrap it because commodities are 
allocated to selected individuals instead 
of organisations.

Local government chairmen should 
match their words with action in terms 
of provision of amenities to the rural 
areas.

The primary and post primary institu­
tions arc in a dilapidated state. They 
should be repaired and electricity and 
water provided. The state government 
should scrap the employment of 
Nigerians on contract — it is not good, 
at least for national unity.

Comrade Alhaji Bello Abu Kano, 
Secretary, Kaduna State Civil Service 
Technical Workers Union of Nigeria: I 
give Governor Umar a pass mark 
because for what he was able to do within 
the period of one year, more than any 
previous administration in the state.

Though people are saying he is ex­
ecuting programmes of past administra­
tion, but, to me, the man who executes 
the programmes should get the credit. 
He could have sc: them aside and plann­
ed his own but he did not.
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be the last 
in a place h

'Mt

>uld a military i 
lake mention of

passing statement, 
really saying you 

on. That doesn’t mean it’: because 
Ity of running the state but because

..

From what has happened in Kaduna State, 
definitely people see that we have been ruling 
Kaduna State with ease. It is quite normal, 
things become difficult sometimes and 
sometimes it becomes easy. Sometimes you 
lose sleep over lesser issues Sometimes you 
can sleep over very difficult issues. The way it 
was reported, .that I was throwing in the 
towel, I have never said anything like that. 
Anyone who knows me will know that I will 

person that will throw in the towel 
like Kaduna State.

What 1 said was just a 
Sometimes you feel like 
cann’t go c 
of difficult

frustrated. There is a lot of rumours 
i pg around. This happens everywhere, 
i being the centre of the media, being a 

:nttf of enlightened people, you find here 
_nd there, so many comments. Today, you 
will receive a letter telling you this. The next 
day it may be the rumour is far reaching to the 
centre, the Federal Government. Here arfd 
there, when you sit as a governor, you get' 
irritated. You start asking yourself, all for- 
what benefit? If it is serving the people, you 
get irritated that the same people you are 
trying to kill yourself to serve start citing 
things that may tantamount to mud slinging. 
Then you feel irritated. You feel that to hell! 
What is if in living actually when you get 
frustrated? When you make that kind of 
srafemen’, people should take it ligntty that 
IT’S some irritation coming. This is exactly 

hat happened. This was misconstrued to 
mean that Kaduna State was difficult to 
govern. Certainly if the head of state has not 
made a comment that Nigeria is difficult to 
govern, how could a military governor in 
•'aduna State make mention of such a thine?

9 '
As a governor, the fact that you don’t have 

peace in yourself, you just work, and you 
know that in the end a slight comment from 
the press or the people may 
reputation. What is then in the | 
governor if I collect the whole world

hu c
Umar: People have been trying to rope me 

of certain personal reasons.
When for example 1 said to protect my 

image and family, I feel that sometimes 1 
should relinquish this job. When for example 
you find people trying to mess you, you feel 
deprived. It’s not that you don’t want to 
serve the nation. But you ask yourself, why? 
The imagination that everyone has, if you are. 
a governor, is that you are surrounded by a 
lot of privileges, that it’s a kind of favour to 
you. When people see you going in a 
motorcade, there is that envy. But what is in 
it really? Believe me, my life was more 
comfortable when I was a student in BUK 
than the life of a governor. From outside it 
looks comfortable, people lend to envy, 
people tend to say a lot of rubbish. May be I 
am sensitive, over-sensitive if you want, 
about the slightest show of envy towards me, 
because I know the kind of hot seat I am 
occupying. You may be comfortable if you 
arc a man that wants to enjoy privileges, a 
man that wants to blow sirens. Sometimes, 
even when people greet you, you feel irritated. 
You feel vou are now dehumanised.

destroy your 
post of 

---------- -- ---------- .... I for this 
country? The ultimate end for me is that I am 
going to die and be buried in a grave. What is 
in material things, what is in the power? Then 
people think you enjoy power, that you have 
now changed your ideology, things like that, 
when people say that I have changed my 
ideology, that I have this and that, it is very 
irritating. It is when you don’t know the 
person you are referring to, it is always better 
to be close to him and know rather than just 
make a detached analysis of what (hat kind 
of person is. I am hardly one of those people 
that love this kind of transitory power. As 
you know, power is very fragile, be it 
economic or political, modern power is so 
fragile. It shouldn’t give anybody any joy. If 
you arc very comfortable in the office of a 
governor, (hen you arc being a fool. Some of 
the respect given to governors, I find it most 
unnecessary. It dehumanises them. It is most 
unfortunate. I don’t want a situation where 
today because I ride within 20 minutes to (he 
airport, while I leave the office, it will take 
me about one hour to get to the airport. You 
know it will be dangerous for me to have 
these privileges in-built. Because I cannot 
sustain them when I leave the office. I think 
people should sympathise with these public 
officers, rather than think they are privileged, 
because most of them leave the privileges in 
the end. There is nothing as bad as this, it can 
be traumatising. Sympathy, is what many of 
them require. Of course those that have 
acquired wealth, will continue to enjoy the 
privileges when they are out. The idea of 
throwing in the towel, believe me, I have not 
come across any obstacle that is insurmoun­
table.

Question: There is this rumour going on in 
Kaduna that within the short time you 
became governor you have been able to put 
up a house. And that you have even built a 
road to it. I believe this kind of rumour is 
enough to upset you. And 1 want to know if 
the Zaria—Katsina dichotomy is a- factor in 
your frustration?
Answer: i was telling somebody that if I 

were a university lecturer today, I will not 
think of constructing a house. In fact, when 1 
got in touch with my bank and told them I 
wanted to borrow money and build, some of 
them were advising that the second-uer was 
starting and that 1 should not think of 
embarking on construction of a house as it 
may not be viable now. I told (hem that 
supposing I woke up and was no more a 
governor. Do they expect me to go back to 
my father’s house in Gwandu and share the 
house with them? As a governor, it would be 
downright unrealistic to expect you should 
not have a house you should retire into in 
case of any eventuality. This is the reality of 
the situation. So when I came to Kaduna -(I 
had negotiated for a plot before coming) J 
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My mission, my frustratioims 
my irritations’ ’
/X N interview with Governor
Question: Before you were appointed gover­
nor, you were an avowed socialist. And as 
governor, you have continued to advocate 
socialism. What kilt’d of socialism do you 
want for Nigeria?

Answer: I think the first paper that 
brought out this socialist idea about me is the 
National Concord. We had an interview with 
Concord in 1985. What 1 was talking about 
was more and more government control of 
means of production. And of course, one of 
the chaps there said this sounded socialist. 1 
told him that it didn’t matter what he called 
it, that he might decide to tag it socialist, 
communist or whatever My reasoning then 
was that 1 looked at the mixed economy 
system that Nigeria has been running, and I 
discovered that it is a confused system.

Question: You recently expressed disgust 
on Kaduna and the difficulties in 
administering it. What prompted you into 
saying this?

Answer: There is no question of throwing 
in the towel. To me, as a military officer, 
from what we have been doing in the stale, 1 
don’t want to be egocentric, we have been 
doing our best. People are bound to judge by 
the time we leave. Even they can start the 
judgment now. But for-anybody to suggest 
that Kaduna State is difficult to run is really 
getting the whole point wrong. I never said 
anything like that. I found the FHA more 
difficult to rule than Kaduna State. We have 
got very good civil service here and things are 
running very well. We have received 
commendations verbally and in writing on 
what we have been able to achieve within one 
year. The whole issue is that once in a while, 
you get f 
circulatit 
Kaduna I 
cer 
ant
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agreements ever) 
some of his qu. 
At the right time

way it is described 
problem. For me as a 

and start singing that 
>8 IO destroy, 1 think 
rhetoric which 1 am

who will 8° 
re are no roads or

you is that I have a mission 
“hole mission is to mobilise 

more productive, to develop the 
This is what I have started. God 

1 hope I am going to have a break 
1.1 am going to leave this place just as 

tg people at FHA. ,fby the time 1 
discovered anything, for goodness

y school, know me as a very 
dlious person. They wonder sometimes 
. i •_ _ government Sometimes 

. - r e asked me in 1984 I was 
tstigating government, now all of a sudden, 
d?n '• Jhe s,atemen‘1 mad«. I still maintain 

-- v ' r now, may be when ail of 
exactly what it is that 

rs me say what 1 said.
' this. 1 don’t want 
ience to anybody.

should submit 
any day. 1 find 

te head of state 
r any day. | 
wm appear

my secondary 
rebellious pers__ .
how 1 can work in a g 
my utterances people cas--- - 
I don’ __________
it. It will not be fair 
us are retired, I will say c 
1 have seen which makes 
It may not be modest to say 
to appear to show subservit 
God is the only person you j 
yourself to, 1 assure you if Tor a 
myself in conflict with what th< 
is doing, then 1 will qot go on for 
don’t want an association where it i 
as if 1 am quite subservient.

Of course, you know, we must have dis- 
:ry now and then. To mention 
jalities is for people to judge. 
>e, I will sav what it is.

H-e have been able to manage Kaduna

I will not allow the forces of retrogression to 
get hold of me. 1 will not bother myself about 
talking about the existence of the mafia. 1 will 
not talk about the ideology 1 have. 1 will not 
bother about the Zaria-Katsina dichotomy 
unless it is jeopardising peace and security of 
the nation.

The Kaduna mafia the 
seems to be a national p" 
governor to sit here anu 
there is a mafia 1 am going 
that is just some kind of r 
not going to start.

What 1 can tell y 
in the state. My wl 
people to be 
state. 'r’u ‘ 
willing, 
through.
1 was tellini 
left people c
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knew I had acquired a house or plot they 
would have published it in the newspaper.

As far as the Zaria-Kaisina dichotomy is 
concerned, it has not given me any problem 
since I came to this place. 1 think it will be 
downright naive for anyone not to expect 
this seeming dichotomy between people 
anywhere. There must be this division be it in 
Gongola, Ondo State . People beating dead 
horses, there is no need. What I know is that I 
can mobilise Kaduna State to be one of the 
most developed in the Federation. And this is 
exactly what I am gearing towards. I don’t 
want to be drawn back by this talk about the 
existence of a mafia, or the existence of the 
Zaria-Katsina dichotomy. People have been 
trying to rope me, to put me in the killing 
ground that I must accept and say the 
existence of the mafia, that 1 must accept the 
existence of the dichotomy. And 1 always 
tell them, I know the way 1 am heading. And

sake, let them refer it to me. And if (hey 
want, they can bring it open to the public.

If tomorrow I am retired or dismissed from 
the service, particularly with these people that 
are saying, say this, say that. If tell you I 
don’t have a house to go into they Will say, ] 
am covering up, he has got a ^ouse in 
London or New York. The good thing is to 
maintain your good relations with God. If 
yc-jr conscience is clear, what you are doing 
is right, forget about detractors. I have said 
so much that today if I have done the.wrong 
thing, I would have been crucified. I walk 
head high.

Question: I want to ask about your great 
loyalty to Mr. President. You were once 
quoted as saying that you could follow him to 
war blind-folded. What are the qualities you 
tee that make you say you could die with 
him?

Answer: People that had known me since

decided io construct a 4-bedroom house. As 
soon as I started building the house peop Xed talking, he is buddins » 

STtS^Xl This is.imply 

the irritation, it's because I am 8 
today, that is why people are talking 
%hh^ l buih my house, there « more 

than 16 plots there. And tvis tn_th P

rot'^'o^up.’TheeNDAH-gJ 
Defence Academy) place whch was alloc
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because there was no roa . :nfrastructure 
^at'^^^'X

eyebrows. But you know tnc ,hat is 
S^^Sn^b^youloi’ 

“&°n^

plot in this Kaduna which is to g dose. 
The place I built my house i leading 
There is no question of just
to my house. h0 wants to

About the house^anyo through a 
know whether 1 built the t0 the
bank loan or not, I will them how
Union Bank in Kaduna ?an pUblic
much money did 1 take. much I have 
consumption. Let them ask how ,d| 
taken. If the bank is Rations y°u 
them. But you know the p d sOmcbody 
built a four bedroom h didn’t

jump to the conclusion
take a loan. . h_ Musa Ri,n‘to

The first plot 1 asked Abba M $ hoose, 
give me, opposite Gcne’’* n0 owner. When 
when 1 discovered there and | becam
it was built by its actual °*'n?risais the p'°l of 
the governor, they said. oh. th ( may 
the governor of Kaduna cc ,< is my 
God bring earthquake to
PlThis kind of thing isme m»ke 

not the main thing tha second
statement. If 1 were a teacher m ld
school, and 1 built a ho • roads ha 
have talked about it. »ow 
constructed in this town r N

All the undeveloped P „
• there and build houses i
drainage? The thing *s *\o me. its >'nl,n:i““ iaftsfied y<>ur c u, 
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Press Council at last
After eight years of palavering, Nigeria seems ready for
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suspects in the Giwa murder puzzle
responsibility on th: ’ 
said the DPP could ( 
private prosecutor 
evidence, even if weak.

In Fawehinmi’s case, he submitted 
statements of Kayode Soyirjta, the sur-

Fawehlnmi: Continues legal battle 
viving witness of the bomb blast that 
killed Dele Giwa on October 19, Funmi, 
the deceased’s widow, Billy, Giwa’s 
eldest son and 
Fawehinmi asking ft 
save him from hart 
the State Sect 

Odt 
had st 
was 
statemc 
alleged

the DPP. Fawehinmi 
□Id exercise it when a 

has submitted

r General of Police, Mr. 
Gambo gave a similar

— Bayo Onanuga

position, particularly when the case was 
that of the murder of a citizen and in 
which the citizens were expecting some 
action to punish the felons. “Crime is an 
offence against the corporate state,” he 
said.

He said the application he was seek­
ing, a mandamus, should compel the 
DPP to exercise his discretion one way 
or the other, to prosecute or not. If the 
DPP declined, Fawehinmi said he 
should endorse a certificate to make him 
the prosecutor.

Ruling on it will be given this Wednes­
day.

Last week, Fawehinmi raised the 
alarm of police harassment at _his 
chambers at Ajao Road, Anthony. He 
said a police helicopter, at about 2.1] 
p.m. on Wednesday, hovered at a low 
level, three times at the chambers and 
almost menacingly touched the roof.

The lawyer, who in his resolve to find 
Giwa’s killers, had filed his will with a 
Lagos court, interpreted the incidents as 
an intimidation. “I take this incident as 
a brazen act of intimidation by the 
police, an arm of the Federal Govern- 

lw?dowO^Bmv^’?nm’’ The P°,ice have reacted» assuring 
Giwa’s’ letter r Fawehinmi not to be scared. "The flight 

’sking for his interv^thas nothing to do with his (Fawehinmi’s) 
om hlrismem hv safcl* or day-to-day activity. The two
:urity Services (SSS^ ° °f flights went out on trial flights of aerial

. j'obeX-:S’?ChiefS bci"8 Muhamrnadu°C

Giwa:Gani continues battle
Lagos lawyer, Chief Gani Fawehinmi continues his legal battle to dock

a check on the media
' I 'HERE were indications last week that 
| the much-disputed Nigerian Press Coun- 

cilmight soon swing into operation following 
•he disclosure by the new Information and 
Culture Minister. Prince Tony Momoh, that 
the differences over its operation have been 
resolved. Thc decree establishing the council 
was promulgated eight years ago but it haa 
not been possible for thc body to take off 
because of disagreements between the govc 
nment and the press about its composite 
and wdrking.

Journalists had consistently campaigned 
against the council. They argued that the 
decree establishing it ensured the domination

of the council by government. They also 
kicked against the adjudicating role granted 
to thc council as well as its power to register 
journalists. They contended that thc 
disciplinary powers which the decree gave to 
thc council over practising journalists was 
capable of abuse, and that it could easily be 
used as a censorship machinery to doctor 
information on thc government’s behalf. 
They saw thc council as capable of 
threatening press freedom.

Government, it now seems, has finally 
given in. Prince Momoh told pi 
last week that the main job of the 
would be confined to adjudicating

AFRICAN CONCORD 20 NOVEMBER 1986

O ULING will be given this week by 
Lagos Chief Judge, Justice Can­

dida Ademola-Johnson on an applica­
tion asking for an order to compel the 
Director of Public Prosecution to reply 
to a request for the prosecution of two 
security chiefs alleged to be the 
murderers of Mr. Dele Giwa.

A Lagos lawyer, Chief Gani 
Fawehinmi brougnt the application last 
Tuesday and argued that he had the 
right to do so. Chief Fawehinmi’s ap­
plication came a few days after the DPP, 
M r. James Oduneye rejected the request 
in thc November 3 letter, in which 
Fawehinmi asked him to prosecute thc 
suspects or give him thc licence, as a 
irivate prosecutor.

Oduneye had said on November 5 that 
he was in no position to accede to either 
of Fawchinmi’s requests as a prima-facie 
case was yet to be established against the 
two suspects mentioned in the letter. 
Fawehinmi told Justice Adcmola 
Johnson that the law does not give the 
DPP thc power to refuse to prosecute 
and deny licence to a private prosecutor.

“I submit that since the discretion of 
the director of public prosecution is one 
vested in him by law, he has a legal duty 
to exercise the discretion one way or the 
other. He cannot sit on the fence by 
neither taking a decision to decline to 
prosecute at the public instance, upon an 
information being submitted by a 
private person”, Fawehinmi said.

Twice, the chief judge interrupted him 
to clear two issues. First, he asked about 
the person who has thc power to’ pro­
secute in a situation where the state has 
no attorney general. Fawehinmi replied 
that precedents have conferred such a

brought before it against (he 
cept for this mediatory role, (he 
is been completely divested of other 

powers granted it under the 1978 decree.
•■Journalists for their part will discipline 

their erring members in accordance wnh the 
code of conduct of their profession. said the 
minister, in addition, journahsls have also 
been granted the right to register their 
members; but would have to deposit the I,st 
Tnd a copy of their code of conduct wuh the 
•n.in.'il Prince Momoh disclosed that the 
composition of the counc.l had been renewed 
“ ensure that its representauon was compre. 
to cnsu bc rcpresenled now include
henstse. organisations in the country. 
L w"dl as puWic and private sectors. The

.1 decree according to the Minister, 
would now have to be amended or replaced 

Wlphrm"WMomoh who resumed office only 
wban^oun«^arucluralcJumge,Oinj^
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■y and 
i Alm, 
Public 

Enlightenment, Printing, Culture and 
Archives. The minister said that the restruc* 
luring was in line with his earlier undertaking 
to evolve a multi-dimentional Communica- 
tion/lnformation policy for the country. He 
said that a national seminar on the policies 
and strategies for the implementation of the 

new structure slated to go into operation next 
January was already being organised by his 
ministry.

Last week’s announcement by Prince 
.Momoh did not indicate any radical change

.uural Radio 
commercial 
decree esta- 

ig reviewed, 
nilar under-

mimstry. There are now seven main depart­
ments which include those of Policy 
Management, Domestic Publicity and F 
Production, External Publicity, I

Culture

“Journalists had consistently 
campaigned against the coun- 
dl.They argued that the decree 
establishing it ensured the 
domination of the council by 
government. They also kicked 
against the adjudicating role 
granted to the council as well 
as its power to register jour­
nalists.”

Momoh, Information minister 
of course from the pi 
predecessor. Colonel Antht 
ministry. The new approact 
tion of the War Against Indiscipline, WAI, 
with the theme ‘Patriotism and national 
economic recovery’ would continue as 
before. Prince Momoh announced that the 
WAI scheme was in the process of being

>ath set by his 
tony Ukpo, in the 
ch to the prosecu-

transformed into a National Orientation 
Movement (NOM). When fully established, 
NOM was expected to accelerate the attain­
ment of “our collective goals and aspira­
tions.”

The external publicity scheme started by 
Col. Ukpo is also to be sustained by Prince 
Momoh. The Nigerian Information Service 
Charged with the responsibility of disseminat­
ing information about Nigeria in overseas 
countries has been strenghtened. Prince 
Momoh disclosed. It will maintain 19 posts 
abroad and officers would be dispatched to 
man them before the end of the year. The 
Minister bluntly told the pressmen that il 
would be ensured that those to be sent would1 
be good ambassadors of Nigeria and not 
necessarily the representatives of the Nigerian

To achieve this, the minister disclosed that 
an Inspectorate Bureau had been set up in the 
Ministry of Information and Culture to plan 
appropriate orientation programmes which 
would ensure the effectiveness, good conduct 
and discipline among the NIS officers in an 
effort to reshape the country’s image.

Arrangements to streamline Federal Radio 
Corporation of Nigeria along < 
lines have been speeded up. The c 
blishing the corporation was beinj 
according to the Minister. A $imi._. 
taking was made by the former Minister of 
Information and Culture.

—Oluwambo Balogun
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COMMENTARY '

The problem in the Sudan is one that touches on 
the heart of Afro-Arab co-operation.

Sudan

Peace through compromise, not war
Sudan's leaders have concentrated on imposing solutions to the country's North-South divide rather than
arriving at a consensus, argues Fidel Odum.
T uo-j’d be simplistic to reduce the problems of the Sudan to 
I-erely political leadership, much as certain past leaders must 
be blamed for their lack of foresight in moulding the nation’s 
destiny, including the British colonial administrators.

Tbe latter had an opportunity in the post-Second World War 
period to influence the fate of the country by cither integrating the 
South with East Africa or by insisting on a federation between the 
North and the South. This failure by the colonial regime to do 
either, or decisively to influence a workable political arrangement, 
is one of the basic reasons for the continuing strife and under­
development of the Sudan.

Since independence in 1956. one leader after another has come 
and gone and Sudan’s fundamental problems persist. After he 
came to power, following a military coup in May 1969, it seemed 
a: first that Gaafar Nimeiri. who was himself overthrown last year, 
was the leader needed to change the course of Sudanese history.

ent to the Addis Ababa Agreement of 1972 with the 
Southern Sudan Liberation Movement (SSLM) was the first ever 
sincere attempt to appease the South by granting the region 
certain features of autonomy.

The establishment of a regional goverment, with an assembly 
i"d an executive council, was felt by the Southerners to be an 
essential kernel m working out a modus vivendt with the 
G- .emment in Khartoum. Nimeiri’s revision of the Agreement in 
19* • empowering Khartoum to select regional administrators, 
•'.th four successive governments in three years as a result.

wed by its total abrogation in 1983. was one of his worst

I by the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM) or its arms 
■ (SPLA) cannot promote the search for settlement.

It is even sadder that the Umma party’s ally in power, the 
Democratic Unionist Party (DUP). led by Ali Marghani. is in no 
position to be a moderating force on el-Mahdi. The leadership of 
DUP has repeatedly and publicly espoused chauvinistic and 
reactionary ideas that seem even more unworthy than the L’mma 
party's. A DUP position paper has been known to describe 
Southerners as "pagans" who need to be "civilised" by the North. 
The party looks forward "to a point when the whole area of 
Equatoria (the Southern region w here black Africans live) may be 
converted into an Arab and Muslim land from which the light of 
Islam can spread into the jungles of Africa south of the Sahara. 
The document was issued by the General Secretariat of the DUP 
in its contribution to the search for solutions to the problems of 
the South.

In issue 90. we carried a report on how Arab support for the 
North is complicating the Sudanese crisis situation. Saudi Arabia. 
Egypt. Oman. Libya and the Palestine Liberation Organisation 
are among those who have continued to give military support to 
the Khartoum Government. ____________ -

But Nimeiri has more follies to his discredit than his bungling of
- Southern problem, which in itself is only one of the country's 

perennial headaches. In addition to the many self-inflicted 
• . .-situdcs usually associated with bad governments, such as 
mismanagement, corruption and staggering debts, he com­
pounded matters by the introduction of a religious legal code to 

era a multi-religious, multi-ethnic and multi-cultural entity.
He was so over-zealous in doing this that he had the hands of petty 
thieves amputated. In the end. it was riots by the hungry which 
scaled his doom.

The military rulers who took over from Nimeiri. led by 
General Swar el-Dahab. were in every respect mediocre. They 
had no intention of formulating a framework to evolve a new anil 
coeptable national structure to accommodate the Southerners 

“efore a return to civil rule. Thus their handover of power in May
' a coalition government headed by Sadiq el-Mahdi of the Umma 

rurty cannot be hailed beyond what it was: sheer magnanimity of ;
rmed soldiers mercifully handing over power to civilians.
Since he took over last May. el Mahdi has not distinguished 

himself as a politician. His interview with A’rir.virceA in May 
reflected that streak of chauvinism and philistinism that now 1 
•wins to be the hallmark of certain leaders in the artificial post- i 
colonial national entities. In the Prime Minister’s own paternalis­
tic words. "Non-Muslims can ask us to protect their rights — and ■ 
we will do that — but that's all they can ask. We wish to establish I 
Islam as the source of law in the Sudan because Sudan has a 
Muslim majority."

I’his kind of rigidity forecloses discussion with the opposition, 
and without room for dialogue one wonders what kind of Sudan I

I el-Mahdi envisages.
i From all indications, it seems that the coalition government 
; seeks nothing but a military solution to the national question, in

‘•nite of any official pronouncements to the contrary .Also, the . - .
~..... rnment's dismissal of all the peace talk overtures | to a new social order I
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It must be said, though, that the SPLM/SPLA is not without 
blemish. But whatever their fallibilities in waging thier "war of 
liberation" it is only a matter of political and social justice that the 
laws and principles under which their nation is governed be the 
outcome of a consensus reached by all the significant component 
groups, instead of being an imposition from one section

For a country as diverse and large as the Sudan — the biggest in 
Africa — it seems that only a federal constitution along the lines of 
the 1972 Addis Ababa Agreement can be a permanent solution. 
Federalism, as most scholars have agreed, is a melting pot of 
peoples of divergent and opposing values who. mainly due to 
geographical propinquity, wish to have a central government on 
larger issues of salient common interests such as defence, tra e 
and international diplomacy. Federalism allows local and et 
nocultural values to thrive at lower levels of rule.

As pointed out in an earlier edition (15 May. I9S6). the problem 
in the Sudan is one that touches on the heart of .Afro-Arab 
solidarity and cooperation. How it is resolved, or not resolved, 
can decide the quality of Afro-Arab relations in the decade ahead ' 
For this reason, it is high time the Organisation of .African Unity 
and the Arab League sat down to find a permanent solution | 
acceptable to both the North and the South Going through the I 
back door to aim Khartoum or the SPl.A. while remonstrating 
statesmanlike rhetoric in public, is self-deceit which African and 
Arab leaders alike must eschew. Anil there can be no wishing 
away the problem, nor merely explaining it away by brilliant 
exegesis ol colonial blunder, What the people- of the Sudan. 
North and South alike, deserve is durable peace. And now is the 

' time to act.
| The SPLM posilon on Sudan's future is contained in the so- 
; called Koka Dam Declaration of last April in .Addis Ababa. 
, agreed upon by both the SPI.M and the National Alliance for 

National Salvation. The least the Khartoum Government can do is 
to compromise with the rebels and see reason in some of the

| SPLM’ssix mam recommendations tor a national dialogue leading
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SPLM leader, John G orang: an indispensable  force in the country 
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particular, the 
of the North, the 

I constituency.

Sudan

Riots reflect general unrest 
Sadiq el Mahdi's problems arc increasing, reports Obinna Anyadike.

announced to tackle living standards and 
control the market.”

The government afterwards condemned 
the “so-called General Union of Sudanese 
Students” as a "movement isolated from 
the masses” and not representative of 
"true” student views And Sadiq el Mahdi 
accused "agents, spies, enemies of democ­
racy and the remnants of the May 
(Nimeiri) regime "of being behind these 
incidents with the aim of obstructing 
democracy.” He went on to say that 
current investigations will reveal who the 
enemies of the people are” and they will be 
“isolated further by the security forces.”

But the riots highlight the government s 
current beleagured position Deeply en­
meshed in a chronic economic crisis and a 
costly and destabilising war in the South 
the unrest reflects, in 
growing instability c 
government's political

El Mahdi s accusation that "remnants ot 
the May regime” were behind the distur­
bances, is a veiled reference to the Muslim 
fundamentalist Islamic National Front 
(INF), the official opposition party m the 
Constituent Assembly. In their previous 
guise ot the Muslim Brotherhood, they 
were Nimeiri’s allies and the architects Q| 
the generally despised Islamic law., which 
were used as an excuse for greater repres­
sion.

Tile INF's success in the general election 
in April, finishing as the third largest partv. 
is due mainly to the appeal of Muslim 
fundamentalism to the younger sections of 
society This was despite intensive cam­
paigning against them by the Modern 
Forces, a grouping of political parties, trade 
unions and professional bodies who had 
been instrumental in the downfall of the 
Nimeiri regime. Foremost among those 
opposed to the INF was Mahdi's Ummah 
(Nation) party.

As Prime Minister, el Mahdi excluded the 
INF by forming a coalition government 
rather than a national government as was 
generally expected. He justified this move 
by saying "the INF adopts views that fail to

■jy'hartoum was rocked with fierce riot- 
jr\ing last week reminiscent of the 
disturbances w hich led to the overthrow' of 
Jaafar Nimciri 18 months ago.

In the week-long disturbances, involving 
mainly students from the two universities 
in the city, road blocks were set up, 
property was burnt down and government 
cars were stoned. According to the director 
of police, Lt-Gen Mohammed Yusuf, the 
police used tear gas to disperse the rioters 
and made more than three hundred 
arrests. The government later added that 
some of the students admitted to hospital 
were suffering from gun shot wounds.

The trouble began when a protest march 
staged by the student unions of Khartoum 
and Cairo branch universities was stopped 
by police The demonstrators had intended 
to deliver a memorandum to the Council of 
Ministers. In it they complained about the 
high cost of living and demanded "an 
urgent, specific economic policy to be



'■ irth Africa

r

njini*

refugees: .Vow it's increasing!* hard :o so?

irmj

Ineligible for IMF funds

The

performance of the 
‘'•amed by the 

••ipment.

ret of a 
’ slips

Sudanese and Ethiopian 
camps along the borders

reral i> exception- 
roods such as 
increased sub-

XS wbo is

r

------------------------------------. —... .<■ UH, 

• y -• ’he prospec 
:he conflict

price of a kilo of munon. a traditional 
delicacy. was £SS tUS S3) and is now 
around £S25. Meat in gene; *' *"*"*
ally expensive. and basic 
sugar, oil and petrol have 
stantially.

In the past the a\ erage family could cope 
through the remittances sent by relations 
working in the oil states. But the fall in the 
oil price has led to manv overseas workers 
being dismissed. In August, in the western 
province of Darfur there were serious riots 
oxer these increasing economic hardships. 
In Khartoum there has been a dramatic 
increase in armed robbery and discontent 
is running high.

----- ' • • rg down of a coilian 
. . r.ar.e by the Sudan

.. ”■ ■xrmx 1SPLA1 in • ••vse >
’ - ■’ - ra^«raln»ba. has'irttfc 

f effon to combat the terronsl inherited f 
rebel movement. How much of this 
bellicose language is an attempt to foster 
northern unitv is unknown. What is cer­
tain is that el Mahdi has just completed a 
global whistle-stop tour, visiting Libya. 
Egypt, the Soviet Union, and Britain, m an 
attempt to secure nulitarv and economic 

-b.

. r- . .. x-tu.n ’hedged •.tun '.hey 
• mte'ene n p.hi.iv? Sadiq el 

••si . -respected and able polm- 
• .'i’. na: been politically robust 

: .... < nave remained a key player in 
.••rtuou count* of Sudanese politics 

.-. Ur. I "Site. He derives much of his 
and prestige from being the 

• the Ansar. a powerful pohtico- 
. . iect. created by his great grand- 

■ .- Mahdi, who defeated Britain's 
r -r.-j Cnirdon and is credited with 
_■ Sudanese nationalism.

r.-t'iemt>e- e Mahdi, who is also the 
.• Defence sacked fne of his 

.jmmandrrs. including the 
i Te* v Din Fudul. the 
-■.r-Cr. c:. and General 
:ewf.. Cme: of Staff. They 

. ... • met - suppor- 
• e'lnrr.t wa*> u move 
,-ir Sudanese Embassy in 

7. change compelled by
- — '.he war in the

I 1 :• ^.*c.

ter. ; ■

/enousness of its economic problem 
' ’’-’government floundering. Thev 

...«.« from their piedccessois. the 
Iransmonal Militaiy Council .1 provisional 

1 get that ran from Julv to September, 
a situation m which International 

•yonetary luiul credit had been lio/en 
because of bad debts

El Mahdi’s inaugural address to the 
• sscmbly spoke of the need lor an auslcii- 
. programme. But the price control 

measures have not operated paiticulailv 
v ectivcly and the cost of basic com 
•’’oditics has sky-rocketed. In April the

I he country is desperate for fresh lines 
of credit and a moratorium on "hat it 
already owes. Debt arrears to the IMF — 
over $300 million — have made it ineligible 
for funding. Total arrears stand at around 
SI 2 billion, but the government has made it 
clear that it will pay what it can afford, not 
how much it owes. Repayments therefore 
will be held down to 25 per cent of 
expected exports in l‘>ScvS7. rather than a 
‘>7 per cent debt servicing burden if all 
current obligations were met. Tire depth of 
the problem can be gauged from the fact 
that export receipts arc put at $616.4 
million ami impoils estimated at SL560.1 
million lor l‘>S(VS7. Of the $1,476 million 
allocated tor current expenditure, security 
costs account tor $449 million.
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With debi arrears of $12 billion, 
the government has made it 
clear that it will pay what it can 
atlord — not how much it owes

epow er and morale is 
of air cover has been 

iffetive use of SAM-7 
------ auu icenmeal prob- 

ems of maintenance and spare parts. And 
although limited rfiilitarv aid has been 
received from Egypt and Libva through 

in defence agreements, and Syria and 
some of the Gulf states, long-expected help 

°m Moscow has not vet materialised. The 
revamping of the military on a scale 
Efficient to turn the tide of the war. if 
possible at all. would be a massive strain on 
an already overburdened economy.

They are short of firej 
poor. The advantage i 
lost by the SPLA’s ef...... ..  _
anti-aircraft missiles, and technical 
lems of maintenance and «•«« 
although limned milit;

parts 
has
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points called for the repeal of 
ihrogation of the military pacts 

•u r~,~t and Libya and the convention 
of a constitutional conference between all 
parties.

But the Sharia remains

rang is not the 
with the same

John Uarang. SI'LM leader (from ra»- Irfll al a. 
press conference

£7?/.^ Sadiq cl Mahdi (centre) puts forward the Khartoum Government's position

block. The SPLA insists on a return to the 
secular consitution and while el Mahdi is 
willing to repeal “Nimeiri’s laws” he is 
committed to replacing them with 'sound 
Islamic laws.” He has stated. “non-Mus- 
lims can ask us to protect their rights __
and we shall do that — but that’s all the\ 
can ask.” He added: "We wish to establish

’*S ■' < ft z

on the situation in the Sudan
A formula does exist for a possible 

ceasefire. In April in Addis Ababa, de­
legates from the National Alliance for 
National Salvation, a Sudanese pressure 
group comprised of political parties, trade 
unions and professional bodies, met repre­
sentatives of the SPLA. The outcome of 
these talks was the Koka Dam Declaration

rB■’he political and military
IL the south are both changing as the 

protracted civil war being waged against 
the Khartoum Government by the Sudan 
People’s Liberation Army (SPLA) con­
tinues to split the country.

The main towns. Malakal. Juba and 
Wau arc still under the control of govern­
ment troops and the SPLA has the upper 
hand in the rural areas But support for 
SPLA leader John Garang among his own 
people appears to be wavering.

It is believed that the shooting down of a 
civilian relief plane in August has triggered 
off some sort of rebellion against the 
colonel. It was even rumoured that a 
leading member of the SPLA had tried to 
shoot Garang. And Major Arok. a 
member of SPI
African Concord. "John Gar; 
movement I here are othersi 
abilities and knowledge.”

But the SPLA is still strong militarily 
and the ANYA NY/\ 2 fighters, who have 
been fighting alongside government 
troops, are unhappy with the lack of peace 
initiatives.

They are particularly disappointed with
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the government’s failure to convene a long resolve the country's regional problems, 
promised ’constitutional conference’ to "We feel that the government has not done 

anything about the conference which was 
promised in April, said Hoth Luak. 
foreign affairs spokesman of ANYA NTA 
2 a southern based rebel movement.

He also indicated that the movement’s 
troops felt they were being used to clear 
the way for government fighters because of 
their "expert knowledge of the bush. 
ANYA NYA 2 have also been demoralised 
by SPLA propoganda which dismissed 
them as a rebel force because of their new 
allegiance with Khartoum.

But while the military stalemate con­
tinues, Sadiq el-Mahdi. the prime minister 
has been busy on the diplomatic front. And 
the Eritreans, who arc seeking independ­
ence from Ethiopia, might be the losers of 
(his fresh offensive. While they are rcceiv- 

from Khartoum, \ddis Ababa is 
the SPLA. Sadiq el-Mahdi has 

proposals to the Ethiupain 
which could lead to his aban- 

the I ritrean cause on condition
Support to lhe SPl.A is dropped 
>pia has not H’l m;lde an.v formal

Eva Dadrian

Prospects of peace diminish
Khartoum’s new hardline stance against the SPLA has lessened the 
hopes for a peaceful solution to the civil war, writes Obinna Anyadike.
r|’’hrce years ago two battalions of the 
A Sudanese army stationed in the south 

suddenly mutinied and fled to the bush. 
They were rebelling against the Nimeiri 
Government’s harsh Islamic laws which 
were imposed on the Christian south as 
well as the Muslim north, and unpopular 
plans to divide the south into three 
provinces

The mutineers' numbers were swelled by 
further desertions and civilian volunteers 
and the Sudan People's Liberation Army, 
as it came to be known, was soon a force to 
be reckoned with. Its constant military 
onslaught played a significant part in 
Nimeiri's overthrow last April and rebel 
leader John Garang was hailed as a hero. 
But he refused to co operate with the 
interim government which he said had “hi­
jacked the revolution ”

With the election of Prime Minister 
Sadiq el-Mahdi in April, it was generally 
believed that the conflict could be speedily 
resolved. Sadiq appeared willing to scrap 
Sharia (Islamic Law), and both sides had 
reiterated their desire for peace. Why then 
has the war paradoxically increased in 
intensity?
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“We wish to establish Islam as 
the source of law in Sudan 
because Sudan has a Muslim 
majority.” — El Mahdi

t to bring

i j „ r bel“«" the southern-based Sudan Pcoplc.s Lfberal.on «™sba«d
and (he government. ’ 1

“We are fighting to participate 
in the decision-making of our 
country.” — John Garang

ment, to continue the war. The defence 
packs have also multiplied the amount of 
aid Sudan receives because of its strategic 
importance for the two countries. The 
Libyan connection has complicated rela­
tions with Washington, but following el- 
Mahdi's US visit last month, financial aid 
has been resumed.

.1 refugee stands with his empty bowl beside a food 
line recently at a Red Cross centre in a camp in 
southern Sudan.

- civil war’s new weapon
said a 16 August a Sudanese aircraft was shot 

100,000 tonnes of J------------*...........................
■------- rood —*

beieged town of MalakaL Its 70,000 resL

Th*v the s-x mj||jon

the south's |
mcics >v * ____ o....... .
movement’s own relief scheme. He

il agencies distribute food
. . ith a teaspoon and to 

rernment-held areas with a shovel.”
mid-August to the end of Septem- One relief agency spokesman said: “It is 

r....j r»_. mnn> projecI imperative that we help these people. No 
-r--------- - has been matter which side is right and which is
I on the tarmac of Khartoum wrong, our commitments are to the famine- 

>rt waiting for permission to fly out stricken people. We do not want to get 
supplies. Despite international involved in political disputes."

^re, Prime Minister Sadiq el-Muhdi /•-’»■« DadrianlObinna Anyadikc
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El Mahdi’s determination not to talk to 
the SPLA has made the proposed constitu­
tional conference meaningless. It was bil­
led as a forum for national dialogue to 
shape the political future of Sudan. 
According to a government spokesman 
Khartoum "is determined to hold a con­
stitutional conference for the whole of 
Sudan, not just for the South.” The 
conference, scheduled for last month, has 
now been adjourned by the Assembly until 
January.

16 August a Sudanese aircraft was shot remains adamant and went as far as to 
down over Malakal with a loss of 63 lives, expel last month the head of the United 
The SPLA accused Khartoum of using Nations Emergency operations For Sudan, 
civilian and relief flights to transport Winston Prattley, for "contacting the rebel 
ammunition and supplies to its army. movement as regards airlifting relief sup- 

But their action had also been prompted plies.” >
>v.nrrs who hav •• ------ by the government’s refusal to allow the aid Despite this, food has managed to break

been ignored bv both ^hU^ Unt* rccent^' aRcnrics to fly in relief to the areas under through the blockade being imposed by the 
the relief agencies in th 8°'ernrncnt and SPLA control which includes 90 per cent of SPLA and the government, some of it 
relief to famine strick * crTort t0 bring the south’s population. John Garang urged coming in trucks via Zaire and Kenya. The 

itry. The reason f e?h-ai-CaS|. **** *be agencies to channel food through the small quantities of food to reach Juba have 
civil war between th B “J"0 ,l,ree’ rebel movement’s own relief scheme. He also been transported to Wau where people 

e snnt said: “intcrnationa| agencies distribute food arc said to be reduced to eating roots and
to our people with a teaspoon and to leaves. One relief plane which tried its luck 
government-held areas with a shovel." was forced to land by SPLA ground fire.

From mid-August to the end of Septem- One relief agency spof 
ber a World Food Programme project imperative that we hel| 
called Operation Rainbow has been matter which side is r 
stranded on the tarmac of Khartoum wrong, <; 
Airport waiting for permission to fly out stricken 
food supplies. Despite international involved 
pressure. Prime Ministc

El Mahdi has stated that "neither 
Museveni-type take over of power. 
Biafran style secession are possibk 
comes of this war." The SPLA is quick to 
point out that it is not waging a secessionist 
struggle. As a representative. John Luk

Jok, told African Concord, "The north 
cannot survive without the south, nor the 
south without the north." The war is 
fundamentally about a more equitable 
distribution of power in the country. Sudan 
has been traditionally governed by a 
northern political elite. Wealth and pewer 
are based in Khartoum and the prosperous 
central region, while the south has re­
mained underdeveloped and alienated.

The SPLA claim that they are fighting 
for a "new Sudan” for all the minorities in 
the country. According to Garang, "We are 
not fighting to be invited to dinner. We are 
fighting effectively to participate in the 
decision-making of our country, in the 
restructuring of political power in Khar­
toum.

Sudanese and Ethiopian refugees at 
Cross camp

Islam as the source of law in Sudan because 
Sudan has a Muslim majority."

A return to a secular constitution would 
be an almost impossible move for el- 
Mahdi It would be resisted by his main 
coalition partners, the Conservative 
Democratic Unionists, and by the fun­
damentalist Islamic National Front. And 
the election results proved that Muslim law 
is popular. Its repeal would be taken as an 
appeasement of Garang which is not the 
message the government wants to deliver 
in its new hardline approach to the SPLA.

The abrogation of the defence treaties 
with Lib}a and Egypt is also unlikely. The 
SPLA regard them as "infringements on 
national sovereignty." But they have en­
abled the army, desperately short of equip-

Famine —»‘
“It took everybody by surprise,” 
relief worker after 100,000 ton „ 
desperately needed food arrived at the

reason to be hapj
r. ------ ---

T«y are among 
southerners who have 
***0 ignored bv both h

agencies in the effort 
famine-stricken areas 

pt‘* reason for this is the thi

People’s Liberation

I Today, as two million people face immi- 
I nent starvation, a bitter battle to control 
famine relief to this newly designated 
‘disaster zone’ is being waged. The crisis 
surfaced when the SPLA announced in 
Aueust that the airspace over the area

• wns out of bounds. On
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The risk to mothers is aggravated by 
poor health conditions, maternal malnutri­
tion exacerbated by frequent pregnancies 
and lack of access to medical care Mid- 

opped wives and other maternity staff posted to

cspc.._..y 
in the agriculturally productive 
province which is now served by 

ispitals, two urban health centres. 
I health centres and two mobile

-r up to 
will be

In some parts of Africa, the maternal 
mortality rate may reach 1.000 per 1IMI.IMKI 
births. While significant dro|is in maternal 
mortality have been recorded in Zambia 
where services are actively carried out. 
Zambian Ministry of Health officials say 
mothers' deaths could be reduced further vonu.„ ...... 
by over 50 per cent nationwide with "good |'*.||||) officials 
management and good community cooper- •'
ation." ,

A s international pressure on mandatory 
/^economic sanctions against South 
Africa mounts, international labour union 
organisations recently held a three-day 
conference in the Zambian capital. 
Lusaka.

The conference which drew trade 
unionists from Europe, the United States. 
Africa. Australia and Asia, was organised 
by the International Confederation of Free 
Trade Unions (ICFTU). which has a 
membership of 80 million workers 
throughout the world, and the Zambia 
Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU). Also 
involved in the conference was the 
Southern African Trade Union Co-ordina­
tion Council (SATUCC).

The meeting, whose theme was ‘Beating 
Apartheid and Strengthening the Frontline 
States’, was opened by Zambia’s Pres­
ident.Kenneth Kaunda, who urged trade 
unions inside South Africa to continue to 
flex their muscles against the apartheid 
regime.

South African workers should show

Pete Chingaipe reports from Lusaka on an anti-apartheid conference on 

Pretoria (hat the time for docile obedience 
was over. He said workers in any country 
hold the key to the success or failure of the 
economy “They* should therefore not 
underestimate their power and the con­
tribution they can make to the eradication 
of apartheid." President Kaunda said.

World labour on the offensive
international trade unionists.

spread over a three-year period to help 
them withstand the effects of comprehei;. 
sive sanctions against South Africa, it w,.. 

stated by delegates.
They drew up an international pr()_ 

gramme to strengthen the Frontline status’ 
campaign. Among its points were;
° Restoring transport routes to enable the 
re-directing and re-routing of external 
trade and developing a regional energy 
programme independent of South Africa 
This should involve Dar-es-Salaam. Naca- 
la. Beira and Maputo transport corridors 
and new- transmission lines;
• Creating new job opportunities for 
380.000 migrant workers that 
expelled from South Africa;
• Creating a trained and equipped inter­
national defence force to guard key routes 
and installations and;
• Special aid to Lesotho which is totally 
enclaved by South Africa.

The conference observed that South 
the southern African region as 

area for its economic domination arid

rural health centres are often insufficiently 

—talified.Since the recording of maternal deaths 
became compulsory in all health institu- 

. tions in 1982. haemorrhage contributed to
The importance of Zambia's initiative is 74 per cent of mortality in 1982. 57 per cent 

backed up by newly published statistics on in |W3 and 69 per cent in 1984. pOM. 
xw*1 11 tjS^S ,0 mol^crs and children by the operative causes of deaths due to sepsis, 
Wor d Health Oganisation The fact sheet, haemorrhage, pulmonary embolism and 
titled ‘Mothers and Children." says that laparotomy were also high. Obstetric find- 

tc more than 500.IXX) women in developing ;n„s have shown widespread disregard of 
n- countries die annually from causes related medical procedures during the critical 

to a current draft J° Prcgnancy and childbirth, leaving at sltl,es of labour especially in most rural 

•ns Children’s Fund. *cast onc million children motherless. health centres.
Now a rotation s 

midwives in both run. 
institutions has Mr. 
with regular workshop 
post-natal care for ru.

The decline 11 
where 

have 1

'rotation system of qualified 
,:h rural and urban health 
■ been suggested together 
„’„..hops on ante natal and 
for rural health staff.
in Zambia’s mortality rates 

where health care services for 
in :,rea>h unproved has heartened 
women h- ( <irc mukmg compare 

other countries in Africa Z.im-

accounted U al |norUI|lty in Nigeria is 
Generally -11 • m.iMM* live births 
reported at I L

And the chairman of the International 
Committee of the Trade Union Congress 
(TUC). Mr Ron Todd from England, 
informed the conference that workers in 
Britain were being mobilised to stop handl­
ing South African goods to step up sanc­
tions against the racist regime.

Mr Todd, general secretary of the Trans­
port and General Workers Union 
(TGWU). the biggest union in Britain with 
a membership of 1.5 million, said ship 
workers at Grimsby, a fishing port, had 
already started refusing to unload South 
Af"~"n goods.

Frontline states require USS6 billion

Decline in maternal deaths
Improved health eare is reducing the maternal death rate, reports FMwanza from Lusaka.

F7ambian women are beginning to enjoy from 15 per 10,(XX) live births in 1977 to 6.2 
£jthe success of improved an’e-natal care and 5.2 per 10,000 live births in 1982 and qual 
and maternal and child health mobile 1983 respectively, according to the latest Si 
services. The advance has been especially figures, 
striking in the agriculturally productive .
Eastern province which is now served bv l,lc ,ml 
eight hos 
86 rural 
clinics.

In 1971. maternal mortality in the pro­
vince was 19 per 1.000; by 1981 the rate 
had dropped to 1.5 per 1.000. The im­
provement. according ’ '
report by United Natioi 
is attributable to improved health care.

With a population of nearly one million. 
Lusaka province has only lour hospitals. 36 
urban centres. 19 rural health centres and 
seven mobile clinics Yet it has also 
registered a decline in maternal mortality, 
which the World Health Organisation 
defines as death of a woman while pre­
gnant from any cause related to pregnancy 
or its management.

Ihc multi-million Kwacha Univeisity 
Teaching I lospital in Lusaka which also 
ads as Zambia's national referral centre, 
despite the public outcry of gene 
pence. has shown tremendous 
inent Ils maternal death rates
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Former President Godfrey Binaisa, QC.

am - 5.30 pm

Options for development and popular participation

1 st Session Historical background (pre-colonial to Tito Okello)
Dr Samwiri Karugire, Professor of History at Makerere 
University
Options in 1986 — government policy, future development, 
popular participation
Emergency relief, restoring the economy, the role of 
women, details of the NRM programme, alternative 
strategies
Mrs Gertrude Njuba, Deputy Minister of Rehabilitation

The former president, who studied law in 
England and was honoured with the title 
Queen’s Counsel, has now resumed his once 
flourishing law

Accompani 
vidcd by the ’ 
of an ex-head of state’s 
Binaisa climbed the steps 
High Court in Kampal 
Chamber of Justice A ! 
first case.

He was defending Manjeri Kabalisa in a 
dispute over a house in the Kololo suburb of 
Kampala, which Nazir Hasham Mangalji 
claimed to own. Mr Binaisa appealed for an 
adjournment to enable him to study the 
papers saying, “It is necessary because I 
have not been in practice for the last 14 
years.”

Mr Binaisa served in Obotc’s first ad­
ministration from 1962 to 1971 as Minister 
of Justice and Attorney General. He was 
responsible for drafting and publishing the 
1967 Constitution which replaced the Fed­
eral Independence Constitution of 1962 and 
made Uganda a Republic.

Obote, who was made president under 
that constitution is now living in exile in 
Zambia.

SADCC programmes particularly those 
involving port corridors, pipelines, pet­
roleum storage, electricity-generation and 
transmission:
• They should assist SADCC member 
states in re-orienting trade away from 
South Africa including mobilising export 
credit to replace Pretoria;
• Provide sufficient funds to formulate and 
implement programmes together with 
trade unions on re-training and re-deploy­
ment of migrant workers;
• Break all contacts with and close all 
offices of South African proxy bodies such 
as MNR and Unita;
• Support an international or regional 
force to protect Frontline states from

4 fur staying away from the courts for 
5x14 years. Godfrey Binaisa, a former 
President of Uganda, has resumed practis­
ing law in Kampala.

The amiable Mr Binaisa is the only 
Ugandan Head of State who has returned 
home peacefully from self-exile abroad and 
willingly chosen to lead an ordinary life.

After the fall of Milton Obote’s Govern­
ment Iasi Julv. Binaisa heeded Tito Okello’s 
call to Ugandan exiles to return home and 
contribute to the task of rebuilding the war 
ravaged country. He returned home from 
England last December, praising Okello for 
his attempts to reconcile the country’s 
divergent groups.

Since then Binaisa, who headed an 
interim government for less than a year in 
1979-80, has been living quietly at his 
country home at Mutundwe Hills, a few 
miles from Kampala, where he has set up a 
farm.

South African-backed rebels. The force 
should be from independent countries 
which are not interested m permanent 
presence in the region.

The conference urged the inter­
national community to impose sanctions 
against South Africa and establish official 
monitoring systems to catch sanctions bus­
ters.

Oil producing and exporting countries 
-hould accept legal responsibility for ships 
that fly their flags which are found break­
ing the law.

The participants felt that this could only 
be effectively enforced with the co-opera­
tion of the International Maritime Or­
ganisation,Lloyds Register.and the Ship­
ping Research Bureau.

practice.
lied by an armed escort pro- 
Muscveni Government as part 

privilege, Mr 
teps of the Uganda 
ila to appear in the 
N Karokora for his

-i-’ed to make it secure for its exports.
..-.vestments and U> er/.rer.'.h its apartheid

ft had dominated the transport 
.’.••em by consnlentfy destroying key 
rxzet and installations directly or through

such as the Mozar.bxan .National
ReiA-tanue Movement (MN’R) and UNITA 
of Angela.

Tse coa of such destruction to the 
Soetfaern African Development Co-ordi­
nation Conference (SADCC) was esti­
mated at US$7 biilkra per year.

Trade unions had an important role to 
piay in mobilising and influencing action to 
strengthen Frontline states.

To this end the following proposals w ere 
made:
• World trade unions should support

Lzania

Binaisa returns to the bar 
tn-a Mnsofce repons from Kampala on a former head of state’s new



East Africa
Kenya

Probe into earthquake threat

Kenya’s granary

'Zambia

B

Quaking in East Africa

Rwanda?
Burundi!;
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THhe tragic emission of deadly 
JL volcano below Lake Nyos 

roon, which left 1,500 villagers 
sparked concern about the instal 
Great Rift Valley, which cuts across much ’ 
of East Africa to the Red Sea.

The area is rich in wildlife, tourist 
attractions, valued environmental areas 
and land formations. But it is also dotted 
with potentially dangerous geological 
faults. t

According to Frederick Theun, chief 
geologist at the mines and 
department of Kenya’s Mi 
Environment and Natural ~ 
a third of the country "is [ 
seismological movement \ 
in earthquakes or volcanic eruptions."

Thcuri’s concern is shared by other 
vxperts, including leading Kenyan geolog­
ist Dr Isaac Nyambok. chairman of the 
geology department of the University of 
Nairobi.

Although it took place more than 3.U00 
miles away, the disaster in Cameroon sent 
shivers through the Rift Valley countries. 
Nyambok warned that beneath Kenya are 
trapped gases such as carbon-dioxide. 
argon, carbon monoxide, fluorine, sulphur 
dioxide, hydrogen sulphide and also steam.

He says that "constant shifts in the 
physical balance deep inside the earth, 
coupled with chemical reactions, generate 
heat that forces its way through the weak 
points." When this occurs, eruptions of gas 
or hot lava may take place.

Nyambok says recent observations of 
volcanic behaviour suggest the areas most 
prone to eruptions are the younger land 
formations' on the southern flank of the 
valley in central Kenya. Longonot crater is 
600,000 years old and still regarded as 
active. Others, such as Mt Kenya, range 
from 1.5 to 20 million years old.

Other young structures known to con­
tain dangerous hydrogen sulphide include 
Lake Bogoria. 01 Kario where a geother­
mal harnessing plant is built, and the 
Menengai crater which occasionally spews 
steam and carbon dioxide.

Apart from chemical reactions, volcanic 
eruptions can also be accompanied by 
seismic movements or earthquakes. Theuri 
said the latest seismological tests show 
several areas of weakness in Kenya. He producers 

many. ,h'*

said large chunks of Kenya are prone to 
instabilities due to earth movements. An 
example is the Loitokitok plains at the foot 

of Mt Kilimanjaro.The worst earthquake in Kenyan history- 
occurred in Homa Bay on the edge of Lake 
Victoria in 1968. It killed several people. I( 
registered 4.9 on the Richter scale, which 
measures the relative magnitude Of 
earthquakes. The largest quakes measure 
between 8 and 9 on the scale.

Research carried out by a team of 
geophysicists and geologists from Britain’s 
Leicester University four years ago catalo­
gued 380 "micro" earthquakes within the 
Rift. Valley and the outlying areas. Most of 
the quakes measured no more than 1.35 on 
the Richter scale.

More worrying to Kenyan experts is the 
country’s lack of facilities for detecting 
seismic and volcanic movements. Theurj 
says Kenya lags behind other countries jn 
its monitoring of earth movements.

Geologists say the country requires a 
seismological network with modern equip, 
ment, tilt metres and seismographs to keep 
an eye on movements taking place inside 
the earth. The equipment should be 
stationed in three centres so as to accurate­
ly detect movements.

At the moment there is only One 
monitoring centre, located in the univer­
sity. Comments Theuri: "It’s totally inade­
quate." If the government was able to 
convince a richer country to donate a 
package of the expensive equipment 
needed. Kenya could supply the personnel 
he adds. Leading seismological equipment 

jeers including Finland. West Ger- 
'. the US and Japan.

The scientists fear an eruption could be a 
serious danger to human and animal life 
and the environment. The threat, accord­
ing to Kenyan geologists, is not confined to 
Kenya but to the entire Rift Valley system, 1 
which stretches from the Red Sea through 
Ethiopia. Uganda. Kenya. Tanzania, 
Rwanda. Burundi and down to Zambia 
and Malawi. It is a zone inhabited by over 
30 million people.

The valley has been described as the 
granary of Kenya. It includes important 
farm areas, such as Kitale, Nakuru and 
Eldoret. which produce 90 per cent of the 
country's maize.

It has also become a crucial attraction in 
the important tourist industry, visited by 
thousands of people a year. Kenyans and 
foreign tourists alike are attracted byits-' 
hanging escarpments, crested craters and 
volcanic lakes '

The valley has likewise become a mecca 
to conservationists ahd natural scientists. 
The floor ofjhCvalley teems with wildlife; 
giraffes^eiephants. rhinos, buffaloes and 
lions-<fre just a few. Lake Nakuru can be 
like a vast pink blanket, home to millions 
of flamingos

The southern flank of Kenya’s share of 
the valley is also the home of the cattle­
rearing Masai people. Many archaeologists 
believe the bed of the valley contains some 
of the answers to the origins of mankind. 
AFRICAN CONCORD 20 NOVEMBER 1986

Kenya lies in an area geologists say is unstable. Now the country's scientists arc looking 
more closely at the dangers. Moussa Awuonda reports from Nairobi.

In one of the crooks of the gorges Kenyan 
archaeologist Richard Leakey has un­
earthed human fossils dating back millions 
of years.

Did man originate here?



1

C-gperCCa But.■s z-.z '/ •%

AFRICAN C ONCORD 20 NOVEMBER 198b
2<s

PC'CSg ■

■’ Z CeCSdS by

cc'-capt of proc 
pyedby manyiifK 
•-st at the samt

.•.rate.ercacac 
'drg of f'.e r 

cniy m" tr.at can be tu t up f'C 
have a number of ur.ts runr 
oerea's It :s the only plant

re% -t
Ro'ceg a OPR Sys-

<>

RONCAGLIA OPE: 
SPACE AGE TECHNOLOGY 
~ ’ FOR GRAIN M8LUNG

/ zr z
Z Z^
/ Zxzrp 0 Bos S-gBffi.

I Xe'21^^°89-510169RONCALI

193G$. *he 
s OPR System 
the challenge of 

t gw ng the 
industry a 

xjuctjon en- 
ice 1953 

_r.e time 
. neetJ-__-tof^
space age technology 
Pcrcag a GPR mills can 

1 ce part of an e/'Sting 
I plan* or the/ can be 
I ’turnkey operations 
! from cereal intake to final 
I packing and bulk han-

P.oncag'ia OPR mills can 
be housed with a mini­
mum of fuss many simple 
building of 5 metres 
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in flour specifications No 
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pany can guarantee its 
products for 10 years nor 
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as six to eight years with­
out reflating it reduces 
maintenance to minimum 
levels and offers econo­
mies m staffing. The con­
cept of large buildings 
inevitably means high en­
ergy and maintenance 
costs on top of the cost 
of the construction itself. 
Site selection and pre­
paration can involve 
much expense and diffi­
culty. especially if there 
are environmental com­
plications
The Roncagha OPR Sys­
tem eliminates many of 
these difficulties, not 
needing much more than 
a simple foundation for a 
portal framed structure 
that complies with regu­
lations of planning autho­
rities In many ,n‘ 
stances it saves up to 
70% in capital costs 
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Southern Africa

British and Dutch conflict

of 1899-1902 between the Boers and the British
South Africa

When a Boer is not a boer

received self-govem-

Free burghers became ‘boers*

31

the war

Boer comes trom the Dutch, the 
language of the whites who arrived in 1652 
as servants of a Dutch trading house, the 
Dutch East India company, to settle at the 
Cape.

Their desire to be independent of irk-

poiitics have subtly changed their meaning.

the apartheid ticket. Today the party draws 
support across both language groups. Afri­
kaans and English.

Badly defined, •'boers” stands for 
"whites". But then in today’s South Africa 
'•black” also has to be re-defined: it means .»»», a him ‘-7—- " --7 wereaii 
blacks and browns and those who identify Cape males, irrespective ot c • on 
with their cause. That includes whites like given a limited franchise,__w.,c
"the Boer” Dr Christian Beyers Naude. 
Secretary-General of the South African 
Council of Churches, or the Hanekom 
family who are held in South African jails 
for defying apartheid laws.

status, education and income. There was 
little to gain from open rebellion.

Besides, the Cape continued to be of 
economic importance for the sheep far­
mers of the Orange Free State, the 
diamond diggers, and developing goldmin­
ing area. The Cape supplied goods and 
outlet routes. The Dutch East India Com­
pany had laid the foundation of a trading 
settlement and that the Cape continued to

There were political conflicts over the 
years between the two peoples of Dutch 

mwiic tU uc mucpengp... and British descent within the Cape col-
some company rules led to nermi«./A,rk’ °n> - Parties formed along national lines. 
’5 Permission fora Early on Bntlsh govcrnors mcd to

..It Opciw.

M>7ords have ;
▼ ▼ meaning. Sc 

subtle the world 
usage.

Recently a Zimbabwe television pro­
gramme on South African talked of a 
divided "boer" camp. "Extremist boers". 
followers of Eugene Terreblanche. wanted 
to fight to the last black. "Capitalist boers" 
wanted an end to apartheid because it 
would pay to have a stable and permanent 
work force.

When President Machel was killed 
Mozambique statements referred to the 
"boers" of South Africa, meaning the 
whites generally. Use of the word boer in 
this way. spelt with small *b’. shows the 
change of meaning the word has under­
gone.

Blacks in South Africa long ago began to 
use the term to mean "the enemy" — those 
who introduced, supported and maintain 
apartheid. It had been the Boers’ National 
Party, which in 1948 won the elections on 
AFRICAN CONCORD 20 NOVEMBER 1986

a way of changing their 
Sometimes the change is so 
•J misunderstands its new

handful to be treated as free burghers_
and thus to the establishment of the first 
"boers”, white farmers, in the Cape.

The word was then extended to cover 
the trekboers, the restless and independent 
people who thrust ever deeper into the 
interior, taking up land promised by the 
company, which usually measured around 
6,000 hectares. The land was not the 
company's to give, but belonged to the 
original black inhabitants.

The trekboers formed the frontier 
society of settlers who lived along the ever 
expanding Eastern Cape frontier and 
clashed almost continuously with the 
Xhosa, the African peoples who had 
settled there.

The conflict did not end with the coming 
of the British to the Cape in 1815. But the 
frontier Boers, worn out by quarrels with 
the company and their successor govern­
ments, differences with missionaries and 
outright defiance over the freeing of slaves, 
were among the main body of the so-called 
Great Trek of 1836.

Some 10.000 Boers trekked into the 
interior, most from the frontier area, 
where before the British took over the 
Cape rebel republics had been set up in 
places like Graaf Reinet and Swellendam.

The Boers took with them their racial 
prejudice, their 16th Century Caivanism, 
their families and black servants. They had 
evolved a life style not very different from 
that of their hated black rivals. Both 
groups were pastoral people, cattle 
owners, hunters. Both needed land, game, 
water supplies.

Once the new Boer republics established 
themselves across the Orange in today's 
Orange Free State Province and across the 
Vaal first in Potchefstroom. later around 
Pretoria, the homes, food and living stan­
dards of the Boers had more in common 
with those of their Sotho. Tswana or Pedi 
neighbours than with the Boers in the 
Cape.

In 1853 the Cape received self-govern­
ment. a first step towards independence.

shows h.ow words in Southern Africa’s turbulent race



X

the

♦ vt carries

• • ---- .

■spaper — to 
. which it said 

inevitable.”

— 
MMbern Africa

wronger than r. describe the
oppr*r. z/r <.'d '-'i z^zc the
word h .zrr ' -as zzr^z to card for just 
that: the aparh.e;r rezf.me zzz .h* suppor­
ters not the Azz.czzzz^^zjzzz South 
African as -zzr..

Lr.^jns amongst Afrikaaners 
raani that no Cape Afrikaaner 
ren-.hed the thought of his 
daughter marn ing a ‘trekboer’

are therefore not favourable to cur govern­
ment and its ideals of socialism. “It is not 

...v^curem the church's intention to advise our 
of youths government to restrict their activities. 

r Jets headed: although we sometimes feel that we have a 
power movement seek- duty and obligation to do so.”

’’ ' He pointed out that sources of income of
some of these evangelical organisations are 
J- need scrutiny. He claimed

t some had connections with the US 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) and at 
!™t cr.o “•as South African-funded.

Another disturbing aspect was that while 
and initially the organisations had concentrated 

on recruiting membership from ordinary 
people to build up numbers, they were now 
going for intellectuals. This was dangerous.

r because most Zimbabweans were vulner- 
rhich the Non- able, especially where big money was 

involved.
The government has been largely silent, 

b_; ;:.e President, the Rev Canaan Bana­
na. who is a Methodist minister, has shown 
great interest in the role of the church in 
Zimbabwe. He has consistently reminded 
his fellow clergymen that since the con­

gous organisations took ad- stitution of Zimbabwe guarantees freedom 
u huge gathering in Harare to of worship, the future of the Church is not 
pel. The Baha'i Faith took a determined by government policy, but by 

irtisement in the Sunday Mail the ability, or inability, of the church to 
L; ..t newspaper — to communicate with the people — by inter­

peace. which it said preting the Christian message within the 
: but inevitable." context of the African experience.

The Christian Church, he says, 
be in the forefront of the socialist tr

dory of socialism than the six or 
so years of Zimbabwe’s independence."
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and verkrampte
.. lhe e'dri> Sixties was

with the Cape 
representing the "enligh- 

' - strong leaders of
• .Y.'o "u consenal,\e Transsaal

‘?'carne ,he national leader 
'. " “ 'bough this is not

President Piet Willem
— - na. a Cape nationalist.

Jk'.mz changed ihe label of Boer for 
Mi ■ 8 aner. fhe Afrikaans-speaking South 
••••’• ''I rt:f^cd “ let that label be 
■■■ --'J to blacks. The- blacks were refer- 

I ■ . colloquial!) as kaffirs until 
while their official title was

However, realising that division into 
and “Europeans" denied white 

South Africans the right to the land they 
■ .-aimed, ''natives” became "Bantu" and 

I uropeans were turned mln "whites".
Ibis. too. IS,m unh.ipps choice. Bantu is 

the plural of .Vfuntu (man) and thus means 
the people" in the group of African

’ ‘■-“■■d bv ethnologists Bantu

a riur and is rejected by Africans. In 
the Eighties. blacks and whites are the tags 
rzf/it often used, which includes the 
browns — the so-called Coloureds and 
Arians.

The turbulent Seventies required a word 

Zimbabwe

Religious sects a problem
Religious sects are becoming a cause for concern, reports Charles 
Rukuni from Bulawayo.
r | ~ activities of a growing number cf .Another sect. N'aitc-n-at-Ptayw. set out 
A religious sects are causing concern a programme for the -'hole two-week 

among Christian leaders in Zimbabwe, period. People were to pray for a specific 
S:r.ce independence in 1980, they have object ever. day. but the orgamsers (fidnot 
:ncreasingjy commercialised religion. forget to remind readers, at tne bottom of 

The Rev Murombedzi Kuchera. secre- ‘he advert, that donations were welcome.
tary-general cf the Zimbabwe Christian VMiile there was basically nothing wrong 
Coundl 'ZCCj. says these sects are luring witb of adverts. —reflect the 
people to become members by using their commercialism which the ZCC condemns 
considerable financial resources indiscrimi- because the advertisers “leave their so- 
nately. ' *u“"

He has not named the
thev <
the M 
another called Acts. The ZCC has called

called converts in more confusion than 
---- s not named the organisations, but ever and it is the local church which in the 
are believed to include such sects as long run has to face such a pastoral 
loonies (the Unification Church; and problem.”
— nailed A_. IL*. ZCC voLvd Secretary-General Kuchera says: “Some 

these bodies “the w orld dreamers” be- of the sects are reactionary forces bell-bent 
cause they are seeking to create an imposs- against our socialist approach to life. They 
ible world. are therefore not favourable to cur govern-

They became particularly active during 
the recent Non-Aligned Movement 
Summit in Harare. Groups 
distributed green printed leafle 
‘'NAM summit, a j .  
ing to change our world and establish 
equality, justice, prosperity and peace.”

The leaflet was not exactly what it doubtful and need scruti 
purported to be on the front page. The real that----- 1 ’ ----------““
message was on the back; readers were C_..l-----------e-------- c....
told they should align themselves to God least one was South African-funded, 
through Jesus Christ and those who wished 
to do so had to send their names a..J 
addresses to “Global Literature Lifeline ” 
A Harare box number was provided.

The leaflet called for the creation of a 
just society, an end to poverty and corrup­
tion and peace — things which the Non- 
Aligned Movement is striving for.

But its solution was too simple: “To 
create a perfect society, each individual but the 
within that society needs a chance of heart, 
a change within.” This could be achieved if 
a person aligned himself or herself to God 
through Jesus Christ.

Other religiot
vantage of the hi  
spread the gospel? 
full-page advertise;
— Zimbabwe’s biggest 
spread the message of | 
was "not only possible    

The advert cost the religious sect about I he Christian Church, he says, should 
US$3.(XX). and concluded: "We appeal to be in (he forefront of the socialist transfor- 
the leaders of all nations to seize this mation of Zimbabwe because it “has a

I opportune moment and take irreversible longer hist< 
I steps to convoke this world meeting."



M-rSnfter the US invasion- Grenadans are back to

to

Charles Quist Adade, reporting from Leningrad, outlines the USSR’s 
riwiiml non. trn.k —„i:....

World

Africa Abroad
Grenada

Back to square one
-ri--------- - • - - square one.

Year over 20 ministries and departments, 
as well as 70 associations and enterprises 
are to be permitted to handle direct export­
import operations. Associations and enter­
prises. which hitherto had no direct link 
with external markets, will henceforth 
import and export on a contractual basis 
with the USSR Ministry of Foreign Trade 
and its subsidiaries, as well as other 
ministries

Called "Measures for Improving the 
Control of Foreign Economic Ties and 
Economic. Scientific and Technical Coop­
eration with Socialist Countries." the new 
policy will allow the designated enterprises 
and associations to set up funds of “curren­
cy deductions" to finance their operations.
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tion for the invasion — to protect the IhCs 
of American citizens on the island — 
clearly proves that they had planned .,nij 
waited patiently for such an eventuality

Three years after the invasion. BIai>C‘s 
New National Party (NNP) is now bes^ 
with problems. There has been a 35 
cent decrease in the real living standard^ 
and the price of basic commodities has 
risen by 20 per cent. Unemployment has 
almost doubled and those that have Worj. 
are having to take a 35 per cent cut in re.jj 
wages with an increase in working hours.

Since 19X3. the right of Grenadans to 
control their economy democratically has 
been lost. The middle man' is now back in 
full swing exploiting market forces at the 
expense of ordinary Grenadans. And civil 
liberties have also been attacked. New 
regulations now guide the formation of 
unions, the bureaucratic regulations being 
designed ensure that new unions will 
stumble at the hurdles that have been 
placed before them

Bishop doubled the number of doctors 
on the island and established health clinics 
in every’ parish. He also set up dental 
clinics. The PRG sought to make health a 
community responsibility with preventive 
medicine being a cornerstone of this poli­
cy. Today the American doctors brought in 
to replace the Cubans complain that they 
cannot live in the “primitive” rural areas 
where the majority of the people are. Free 
medical care has been abolished.

Education has met a similar fate. The 
PRG extended a programme to assist the 
poorest families to pay for their children’s 
school books and uniforms. One hot meal 
was provided to school children as well as 
free milk. The PRG was on the way to 
making education free and available to all.

----- a in Caribbean 
waters in 1982.

Ideological rifts within the PRG led 
the tragic murder of Maunce Bishop and 
the US swiftly took advantage of a sittia- 
lion it had helped to create. Their justifica-

writes Mije Barnor.
/CXctober 25 marked the third anniver- 
v-rsary of the US invasion of the tiny 
Caribbean island of Greneda. It marked 
the end of the four year old People’s 
Revolutionary Government (PRG) which 
had transformed Grenadan society along 
socialist lines after overthrowing the US 
puppet. Eric Gairy. Three years after the 
invasion Washington effectively rules the 
island through the pliant Herbert Bahze 
and the gains of the PRG have been rolled 
back.

When the PRG seized power in 1979. 
under the charismatic Maurice Bishop 
more than half the island’s 95,000 people 
were out of work. Twenty three doctors 
served the entire nation and education was 
costly and under-resourced. And reliant on 
a few cash crops for its revenue earnings, 
the Grenadan economy limped along. 
What little money there was in the national 
coffers was milked by Gairy for his increas­
ingly wild self-aggrandisement. Any oppos­
ition was dealt with by the hated state 
thugs, the Mongoose men.

The US government were both shocked 
and appalled by Bishop’s arrival on the 
scene. It was as if another Cuba had 
sneaked in and set up shop in what they 
regarded as their ‘back yard.’ They did a., 
that they could to undermine to his govern­
ment and isolate him among his conserva­
tive Caribbean neighbours.

It helped to prevent Grenada winning an 
IMF facility for S6.3 million which would 
have been sunk into agricultural and 
housing schemes. Grenada’s access to $3 
million in concessional funds from the 
International Development Agency ear­
marked for a public investment pro­
gramme was also blocked.

extraordinary was the 
l. r,.,—. reqUest for 
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Late Prime Minister, Maurice Bishop

II called Ocean Ventura 
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But . h Revolution in trade policybut even more extraordinary was the
US’ reaction to the PRG’s request for f UJ—aj_j-
financial support for its new international ntdicul new trade policy, 
airport at Point Salmes. It was intended to 
revolutionise the island’s tourist industry A nc" foreign trade policy 
and so bring in much needed hard curren- *ure the Soviet Union s ec 
cy. But both the State Department and the w,,h the rest of the world 
Pentagon claimed that the airfield would published by the Communist Part? 
be used as a launch pad for Cuban and paper /’ 
Soviet "aggression". Fortunately such allc- Con 
gations were dismissed by European Com­
munity members who stepped in to help.

While the PRG was making radical 
improvements in the lives of ordinary 
Grenadans, the hawkish Reagan Administ­
ration continued to claim that Grenada, 
along with Cuba and Nicaragua, was a The new policy spells out a number of 
Soviet satellite committed to exporting measures dovetailed to replace "obsolete
revolution to the Caribbean. As if gearing methods" of controlling external economic
up for a practice run, the US held its activities and "lack of unity" between 
largest naval manoeuvres since World War industry and foreign trade. From the New 
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y to restruc- 
economic ties 

i J has been 
neo ny the Communist Party news- 

icr Pravda. The policy, adopted by the 
immunist Party’s Central Committee 

and the USSR Council of Ministers, aims 
at fostering new forms of relations with 
firms in capitalist countries and to expand 
existing scientific and technical coopera­
tion with socialist countries and the Third 
World.

The new 
measures g, ___ — ... wauieic

the Caribbean. As if gearing methods" of controlling external economic
actice run, the US held its activities and “lack of nnitv" ....-
manoeuvres since World War
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Soviet leader, Mikhail Gorbachev

of industrial c 
place in the vi 
rather negligible 5 
economic analysts

! and Ethiopia and 
il commissions

relations
Japan. In
Viadivos-

Hands across the seas
Co-operation between the Soviet Union and Africa is on the increase, 
says our $ " ' ...... -u":------------f •*-

.•r-govern- 
and tech- 

ration with 37 African coun- 
USSR also renders assistance

policy forms part of Mikhail 
s package reform measures 

at revamping the Soviet

Soviet Union has signed intei 
mental agreements on economic t 
meal co-oper;
tries and the I __
to many African states with which no such 
agreements have been concluded. More 
than 300 projects have been built and put 
into operation in Africa with Soviet assist­
ance and nearly the same number of 
projects are under construction or are on 
the drawing board

Soviet aid to Africa in the 1980s is 
increasingly being placed on a planned 
basis. In this context, mention.should be 
made of long-term economic co-operation 
programmes signed with Algeria^ Angola. 
Libya. Mozambique and Ethiopia and 
inter-governmental commissions on

.AFRICAN CONCORD 20 NOVEMBER 1986

complimentarity between Soviet and Chin­
ese economies offers great opportunities 
for expanding ties, including the border 
regions.” The two counties share the 
world’s longest border.

In August, the USSR appl 
part in talks by the General At 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT), 
wanted to participate in 
were held in Pt * ” 
September as 
experiment

says our guest writer. Pyotr Koshelev, deputy chairman of the USSR 
state committee for external economic relations.
nphe priority given by the USSR to co- 
IL operation in the field of industry and

power engineering is in full conformity 
with African countries’ strategy mapped 
out by the Industrial Development Decade 
for Africa for the 1980’s and the Lagos 
Action Plan geared towards the develop­
ment of national industry as one of the 
major links of overcoming economic back­
wardness. raising the economic potential of 
newly free African countries and satisfying 
the population's main requirements. In­
dustry and power engineering account for 
about 75 per cent of the Soviet assistance^ 
to Africa. ‘
J^Since 1970. the voldme of co-operation; 

•frftween the SoVictj'Umdtr-and Africatr 
.Sjajes has risen by'niOfd0Kin,six times. The

have made urgent appeals for economic 
cooperation between East and West Re­
cent Soviet diplomatic offensives have 
been directed at normalising 
with neighbouring China and J; 
a speech in the Soviet far-east. 3 
tok. in July, Mr Gorbachev called for the 
setting up of joint enterprises in 
adjacent regions of Japan He also told the 
Chinese that “the historically established 
detente is economic, and have made urgent 
appeals for economic cooperation between 
East and West. Recent Soviet diplomatic 
offensives have been directed at normalis­
ing relations with neighbouring China and 
Japan. In a speech in the Soviet far-east. 
Vladivostok, in July. Mr Gorbachev called 
for the setting up of joint enterprises in

All receipts from export-import marketing 
operations will remain virtually at the 
disposal of these enterprises and associa­
tions.

The new f-,:- 
Gorbachevs pa 
aimed primarily ... ...w ^..w.
economy. and it is seen as the Soviet 
leader’s burning desire to design what he 
has called a "flexible and up-to-date 
economic mechanism.” But because inter­
national trade is a continuation of domestic 
commodity production, the Gorbachev 
Administration realises it cannot hope to 
make any significant breakthrough with its 
new foreign economic strategy without 
radical improvements in domestic adminis­
trative economic management and pricing 
policy. The government’s primary objec­
tive therefore, is to achieve perfection in 
the whole economic mechanism and the 
overall system of (economic) administra-

“Radical improvements 
__________ needed”___________ 
tion. This is to be propped up by the 
infusion of modem technology and the 
streamlining of production methods.

Gorbachev has spoken of the need for 
"radical improvements” in Soviet price 
formation, and in January the State Com­
mittee for Prices introduced a new proce­
dure for establishing higher wholesale 
prices for new machines in order to “create 
incentives for manufacturers."

Unlike its East European allies, the 
Soviet Union has carved up its foreign 
trade into exclusive monopolies for over 50 
foreign trade organisations. The new trade 
policy is to end this monopoly and inject 
some competition into the export-import 
business in order to improve the marketing 
of Soviet industrial goods. The USSR is 
second to the United States in the volume 

output, but occupies seventh 
volume of world trade with a 

per cent share. Soviet 
have sought to explain 

this by referring to the expansive nature of 
the Soviet internal market and the 
country’s reliance on her own rich natural 
resources

However. Soviet leaders have of late 
admitted that Soviet export goods have 
become increasingly less competitive be- 
cause of obsolete technology. 
Furthermore, even though Soviet indust­
rial exports continue to grow (machinery, 
equipment and other industrial goods ex­
ports for 1983 alone topped USS33 billion), 
the Soviet export structure is dominated by 
raw materials and fuel. Under the Gor­
bachev strategy it is hoped the picture will 
change.

Recently what is called "economic diplo­
macy" looms large in Soviet foreign policy 
overtures. Together with calls for universal 
disarmament. Soviet leaders have pointed 
that the heart of detente is economic, and 
32

>lied to take 
agreement on 
The Soviets 

the talks which 
’unta del Este. Uruguay, in 

an "experience-gathering 
_..r___ before deciding whether to
apply for full membership to the 92- 
member organisation. But a BBC report 
said the Reagan Administration opposed 
the Soviet request on the grounds that the 
Soviet internal trading system was "at 
variance with the principles of GATT. 
Four Soviet bloc countries. Czechos­
lovakia. Hungary and Romania are mem­
bers of GATT.

After the Geneva Reagan-Gorbachev 
summit last November, the superpowers 
agreed to normalise trade relations.

Trade talks between Washington and 
Moscow have already been held in Mos­
cow But Soviet leaders say there will be no 
normal large-scale development to bilater­
al trade or other economic ties until the US 
changes its policy to grant the USSR the 
same "Most Favoured Nations Status" 
(MFN) which is enjoyed by 120 countries. 
Under the MFN the US offers competitive 
import tariffs and reasonable import 
quotas.

The Federal Republic of Germany is the 
Soviet Union’s biggest trading partner 
while East Germany holds first place in the 
socialist community. Africa’s share in 
Soviet foreign trade is about 4 per cent Ils 
leading trading partners on the continent 
are Libya. Egypt. Nigeria. Ethiopia. 
Morocco and Algeria.
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r chairman, Norman Tehbil, 
anti-BBC campaign

cry report is 
the centre 

a different idea of

. ...fr ..iv ddl yc 
things that they have 
time, that • - 
and that 
performan
votes for tin.,u.

The Labour Government of I larold 
Wilson got into collision with the BBC in 
its later years and for a time \ irtually broke 
off relations Now the Tory Government of 
Margaret Thatcher is getting into a similar 
tangle, although this time «t is a more 
serious affair.

No one ever thinks they get a square 
deal from the media - and sometimes they 
do not — but when it comes to political 
objectivity who is to be the judge? Certain­
ly not party leaders, who will always 
suspect sinister motives behind one piece 
of political reporting or another.

Nobody is fallible and not evei 
going to be straight down t 
because everyone has 
where the centre is

.................... celebrating 
birthday of its television senice. 
around its TV reporting of the American 
bombing of Libya, which because it was 
carried out from British bases has been a 
hot topic ever since it took place last April 

British Government complaints that the 
BBC reports were unfair were made not by 
Thatcher but by Cabinet Minister Norman 
Tebbit in his capacity as chairman of the 
ruling Conservative Party.

The rumpus has had a more sinister 
quality than quarrels with the BBC of 
other years because it came as the culmina­
tion of months of almost daily sniping on a 
whole range of subjects front the right of 
the party and from the right wing press 

On the surface these were part of the 
campaign to change the whole BBC setup, 
aimed at making it financially less depen­
dent on public monies, abolishing the 
licence fee and introducing advertising — 
in short, changing a system of operation 
which is internationally unique and has 
over the years been widely admired for the 
checks and balances on its independence.
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wdTas thewfa^ 8“ ‘"dUS'he building 
Libya and E,h,°p'' (Angola. Algeria, 
materials industr) Lychelles. etc).
Ethiopia. Ghana, the USSR M|)

Over the next fe» > “ 3ssisIanee in the 
give closer attention and to the
development of ag £rbis |n |hls fieU 
elimination of the h..i„ine >6 African 
the Soviet Union t cnvl5.,gcd to set up 
countries where • 6() prOjCcts have

P̂d7£nim.n.oX-XX-nentof

Soviet assistance ■" envisages. in 
the agro-industrial f lands and ,he
particular, the reclamation
comprehensive “SL |tu,e and the es- 
mechanisation ot -w"( epairot agncul-
tablishment of centresI P . (h(_ con. 
-----  ■ ncry a"a *> p rocessing and 
struction of enterp jucc and aid in the ssS^i-srs 
in training agneu«“’• development
the whole, prosperets eo-operalion of
of economic and tech African countries 
the Soviet Un,°" “ rc favourable. Plans 
for the 1980s and 90s ar. ( development 
for the economic and ■ d for Ihc
of the USSR for 1986-1-^ . .
penod ending ' 
extension of co-< 
countries, for '

economic, trade, scientific and technical 
co-operation (wriih Algeria. Angola. 
Libya. Congo. Madagascar. Morocco. 
Mozambique. Tunisia and Ethiopia).

Experience shows that Soviet technology 
at Soviet projects in the field of power 
engineering, geology, ferrous and no 
ferrous metallurgy and other branches 
not inferior to and often surpass^; 
technology and technical-economic , 
formative of equipment received by 
Africans from developed capitalist coun­
tries. For instance, thn ni..—in ­
built at Naj 
design ar.u . ucu out with Soviet equip­
ment has reached its design capacity within 
a short period and is now one of the most 
profitable enterprises of the Egyptian in­
dustry. It meets the country’s requirements 
and besides, due to exports, annually gives 
big receipts in hard currency — 120-130 
million dollars. Its main technical and 
economic performance is higher than at 
similar projects built with the aid of 
Western companies.

Another example is Ajaokuta in Nigeria 
where the Soviet Union continues to build 
a steel plant which will be the largest in 
tropical Africa. The plant will have a full 
cycle production with an annual 
1.3 million tonnes of steel. In 
Soviet specialists helped here t 
deposits of iron orc and partly cokii 
and to determine favourable prospe 
non-metalhferous raw materials.

Britain

year -000. the expansion of the plant’s 
capaeny to g.ve five mill,on tonnes o'? sted 
a year will mean there will be practically no 
need to import ferrous metals.
nl™°rC'a,,y f0.°’ thC COnStrUCtion of this 
plant and related enterprises is of great 
^Por»ance. ensuring employment and 
±1!"!,“! “,l0.?al P.ers<mncl. Upon .he 

J commissioning 
to employ about 

■ al fhe plant and' up to

Employment opportunities
W000 people .'“"i. machinery and
present, over 10.000-Nigerian workers 
engaged in construction. A training centre 
has been set up at Ajaokuta which annual- 
ly trams 2.000 skilled workers in 27 
specialities. More than 1.50(1 Nigerian 
workers will undergo training al Soviet 
metallurgical enterprises.

In the near future. Soviet assistance is to 
Play a prominent role in developing such

I capacity of engtnecrbig1. Algeria An™h'S m P°''Cr penod cndln8 in 200(1 provide for rhe 
Incidentally. Tunisia Sao Tome md P 8° M°rocco- extension of co-operation with developing 
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Right-wing press bias

THIRD ANNUAL NATIONAL CONVENTION
OF

ORGANISATION OF NOGERIAN PROFESSIONALS

TELEPHONE No. (504) 948-9769 OR (504) 288-3550
TELEX No. 588205, Africam Cham NLN
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National Headquarters 
Organisation of Nigerian Professionals (O.N.P.) in the US 

1827 Gentilly Boulevard 
New Orleans, Louisiana, 70122 

USA

IN THE UNITED STATES
Ine. and-,the National Executive of the Organisation of Nigerian Professional (O.N.P.) in the United
States co-o.cji invite individuals and organisations in and outside the United States to its third annual national 

convention planned to take place in Washington D C. USA, on Saturday, November 29, 1986.
Lecture and symposia topics are welcome. For additional details, interested persons and organisations should 

contact:

BBC for seven y 
Downpatrick, sai 
Indepei 
she oftc 
er at any 
political I 
them.”

She added: "If there were trendy, long­
haired left-wing intellectuals working for 
the Corporation, or for that matter close­
cropped right-wing fascists, they left their 
red ties and their jackboots with the 
doorman.”

Public reaction to the BBC affair and the 
launch of The Independent are hopeful 
indications that any attempt at McCarthy­
ism in Britain is doomed to failure.

World______________
Below the surface it was a manifestation 

of something else much more disturbing: A 
rising intolerance in the country with 
symptoms not dissimilar from those that took 
root for a short time in the United States in 
what is now called the McCarthy period.

The unspoken charge is that if 'reds are 
not under every bed' then they are certain­
ly behind every BBC microphone. Genera­
tion of such an atmosphere has taken place 
over several years under the umbrella of

The unspoken charge is that 
there are ‘reds’ behind every 

BBC microphone

newspaper — and it reads and looks like 
one. But it also seems to be a readers’ 
newspaper. It is already a great success, 
having launched itself with immense self- 
confidence. The first issue bore no marks 
of an experiment or signs that everything 
was not quite ready.

The paper looked from the outset as if it 
had been around for years. At a time when 
foreign coverage has been on the decline in

the Thatcher Government with the assist­
ance of the press, a large pan of which at 
least now makes no pretence of practising 
the kind of objectivity it says the BBC 
lacks.

In a country roughly divided in half 
politically. the weight of the press has 
juavs been on the right. In recent years, 
this imbalance has markedly increased.

In the fifties Labour had two national 
newspaper champions — the Daily Mirror 
_nd the Daily Herald — and the Liberals had 
pxe — The .Vows Chronicle and The 
Guardian. The Times was usually a little to 
the right of centre.

More recently only two papers could be 
said to be centre or left: The Daily Mirror a 
much less reliable Labour ally than of 
vore) and The Guardian. The Tinies, under 
Australian publisher Rupert Murdoch, had

moved far over to the right.
Now the picture has suddenly changed. 

Earlier this year the tabloid newspaper 
Today was born, politically of the centre 
and now taken over by entrepreneur Tiny 
Rowland. And then on 7 October came the 
birth of The Independent — a newspaper 
that already promises to be of rare quality.

Both are products of the new technology 
that has at least begun to engulf the British 
press, which means financial viability is 
easier to achieve. The Independent says it 
will be truly independent, making up its 
mind on issues as it goes along and not 
being swayed by party allegiances.

Its ownership is diffused, with no one 
being allowed to hold more than ten per 
cent of the shares. It is a journalists'

the entire British press except The Guar­
dian and Financial Times, along comes a 
newspaper with a wide spread of foreign 
reporting.

And the public are responding. Sales of 
The Independent are higher than expected 
at launch and holding up. Plainly dissatis­
faction at the way the British press has 
drifted in recent years has been wide­
spread.

It is an encouraging sign. So also is the 
wave of criticism Norman Tebbit has 
encountered for the way in which he has 
attacked the BBC. An opinion poll showed 
that only ten per cent of voters believed the 
BBC was biased.

And a woman who was a governor of the 
years. Lady Faulkner of 

,__  _aid in a letter to The
indent that during her term of office 
ten criticised programmes, but "nev- 

time . . . could I complain of 
bias in those responsible for
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President Zhivkov
policy, of the growing social acquisitions 
with the activation of the millions of 
people for their fuller participation 
in the management of the new processes 
of the social development. To this pur­
pose, we have granted the working peo­
ple the right to be hosts of the socialist 
property, to independently decide how 
to make more efficient use of the 
resources, the equipment and the results 
of the activity they are engaged in with a 
view to their collective interests and the 
necessities of society.

In order to enhance the rights and 
responsibilities of the working people as 
hosts of the socialist property, we have 
adopted a course for turning the socialist 
economic organizations into self­
dependent organizations. Their working 
collectives chose their leading organs by 
themselves. It is with a secret ballot that 
the working collectives themselves elect 
their managers amongst the best equip­
ped and worthiest candidates.

Question: In 1986, In Bulgaria, cer­
tain economic reforms have been carried

out, as a consequence of which some 
ministries were closed and certain types 
of activities were re-structured. What 
could be the reason of these changes and 
what is the ultimate purpose of the new 
economic policy?

Answer: The essence of everything 
which is now being carried out in this 
country, is prompted by the necessity 
that on the basis of our achievements we 
should pass over to a qualitatively new 
type of growth in economy, in the social 
and spiritual sphere. We envisage that 
by the end of the century the national in- 
come and respectively the labour pro­
ductivity should grow 3—3—5 fold, and 
still by 1995 — about 2—2.5 fold, which 
would ensure us an eligible place among 
the leading forces in the world. That, of 
course, is an extremely difficult task, 
having in mind the short period of its 
implementation as well as the fact that 
our country is poor in natural resources. 
Here is why we envisage that the rates of 
economic growth, as well as the ques­
tions of production and technology, and 
the provision of resources should be set­
tled on the basis of the scientific 
technological revolution. That would 
allow us to further develop electronics 
and machine-building, to establish a new 
raw material basis, etc.

Now we are about to, in the short 
term, achieve serious changes both in 
the productional relations and in the 
style and methods of state and economic 
management, as well as in the structure, 
functions and activity of the state and 
economic organs.

The reform in which you show in­
terest, envisages that these organs 
should be freed from a number of func­
tions and activities ^vhich are not in­
herent to them in the new circumstances 
that limit the independence of the self­
managing organizations. The main thing 
is that all units of the social management 
should by their activity guarantee the 
achievements of the socio-economic pur­
poses through the implementation of the 
scientific-technological policy, by means 
of assisting the development of the ac­
tual possibilities of the immediate par­
ticipants in all units of the process of 
reproduction, the complete eradication 
of the narrow-bureaucratic approach, of 
excess centralism. Here is why we pro­
ceeded to the closing of some ministries 
or essential changes in those amongst 
them which we kept, to the establish­
ment of fundamentally new organs of
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Behind Bulgaria’s dynamic socialism
------ — For formation of a new con­

sciousness and attitude to labour in our 
people, of particular importance today 
is the fact that our contemporary is not 
just a person who is socially provided 
for. He is entitled to free health protec­
tion and education, has employment and 
living quarters assured to himself, and 
the questions of his food and dress con­
cern not so much quantity, as they do his 
growing requirements towards their 
quality.

What is more important now is the 
immediate connection of the social

President Todor Zhivkov, 
A Secretary-General of the Central 
Committee of the Bulgarian Communist 
Party and Chairman of the State Coun­
cil of the People’s Republic of Bulgaria 
spoke with African Concord on several 
national and international issues. Below 
are excerpts of the interview.
Question: The economic achievements 
of your country during the recent 30 
years in many respects represent a 
miracle indeed. How did you manage to 
organize your countrymen for such a 
remarkable economic upsurge and 
stability?

Answer: Yes, during its short 
economic development and particularly 
during the recent three decades, Socialist 
Bulgaria has turned into a country of 
modem industry, of highly developed 
agriculture, of culture that is valued 
worldwide. You ask how we achieved 
this “miracle?”

In the socialist ^restructuring of 
economy, we emphasized its accelerated 
industrialisation, without understanding 
agriculture in the least. Relying on the 
advantages of the socialist economy and 
the labour activity of our people, im­
plementing direct co-operation first of 
all with the Soviet Union and the other 
socialist countries, as well as with a 
number of newly liberated states, and 
with capitalist firms and countries, we 
have managed to develop important 
trends of scientific-technological pro­
gress — in electronics, machine- 
building, chemistry, and have achieved 
international recognition and specializa­
tion in these fields.

Certainly, our development further 
and higher is not anything like a march 
of triumph. Its progress has met with 
difficulties, unsolved problems, con­
tradictions. We are studying them most 
carefully and are striving to overcome 
them in due time. We proceed from the 
prerequisite that socialism is strong with 
its ability to criticize and self-criticize.

One thing more. Our experience 
demonstrates that the winning of great 
battles in the history of our party — the 
victory of the socialist revolution and 
the successful construction of the new 
society are only possible when the ties 
between party and people are strong, un­
breakable. That is why we strive, in the 
settlement of all questions — both big 
and small, to take the advice of the peo­
ple, to take account <5f its opinion, to get 
it involved into management.
AFRICAN CONCORD 20 NOVEMBER 1986
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try — have been developing on the basis 
of full equality and mutual respect. Our 
achievements in the socio-economic and 
mltural spheres are a result, as I pointed 
out, of the persistent efforts of the 
Bulgarian people, but they would have 
not been feasible without the amity and 
cooperation of the socialist countries 
and, first and foremost, without the 
policy of all-round cooperation and 
close links with the Soviet Union. The 
13th Congress of the Bulgarian Com­
munist Party, held in the spring of 1986, 
reaffirmed our determination to follow 
this policy steadfastly, as it is one of the 
conditions and guarantees for a further 
overall advance of the People’s Republic 
of Bulgaria.

I would also like to note that our

missed a historic chance to mark a new 
step on the road to elimination of the 
nuclear plague by the end of the century.

We are optimists, however. New 
political realities have taken and con­
tinue to take shape. Mighty forces stand 
behind them —states, governments, 
politicians, movements, public figures, 
peoples — forces which the handful of 
war-mongers cannot ignore and have to 
take into consideration ever more. I 
believe in the future of humanity. And I 
am deeply confident that mankind will 
be able to reverse the dangerous course 
of development and to live in peace, 
security and cooperation.

Question: Your country and our 
country, Nigeria, share some viewpoints 
on the world situation, especially with 
regard to the brutal system of apartheid 
practised by the South Africa junta. 
What support could the African conti­
nent expect from Bulgaria with a view to 
wiping out apartheid and all other forms 
of discrimination in South Africa?

Answer: I am pleased to speak about 
the relations between the People’s 
Republic or Bulgaria and the Federal

management of the economic, social, 
spiritual and scientific development of 
the country.

I well understand that for a person 
who is not closely acquainted with our 
problems, with our aims and tasks, it is 
difficult to make out the details. Here is 
why I would like to immediately make 
clear and thereby conclude that the main 
thing in the changes undertaken is the 
further development of the socialist 
democracy, of the socialist self­
management, the turning of the working 
people and their collectives into hosts of 
the socialist property, into subjects of 
management.

Question: We know about the great 
assistance rendered by the Soviet people 
to your country after its liberation from 
the monarcho-fascist regime. Let us 
presume that there are also other reasons 
for the exceptionally good relations of 
the People's Republic of Bulgaria with 
the Soviet Union except the feeling of 
deep gratitude. Could you elucidate 
them?

Answer: There are many reasons but I 
have to be brief. One of the main 
reasons for the excellent Bulgarian- 
Soviet relations lies in the traditional 
friendship between the Bulgarian and 
the Russian peoples. It dates far back in 
history. We are of a common, Slav, 
origin, our languages are related, we use 
the same alphabet. For centuries the 
destinies of our nations have been close­
ly interlinked, for centuries our friend­
ship has been gaining strength in the 
common struggle for freedom and social 
progress. As is known, in 1878 Russia 
liberated the Bulgarian people from the 
500-year-long Ottoman oppression.

Another major, perhaps paramount, 
reason for the present most close rela­
tions between our countries is the fact 
that we share one and the same socio­
political system, one and the same 
outlook and objectives. That, too, has 
its deep historical roots.

The years of the Second World War 
— following the invasion of fascist Ger­
many in the Soviet Union — offer 
numerous eloquent examples of solidari­
ty and interaction between the Bulgarian 
Communist Party and the Soviet Com­
munist Party. And further on. The vic­
tory of the socialist revolution in 
Bulgaria in 1944 could materialize with 
the crucial contribution of the Soviet Ar­
my. The revolution opened a new state 
in Bulgarian-Soviet relations based on 
the principles of friendship, cooperation 
and mutual assistance. For over four 
decades these relations — relations bet­
ween a small country and a great coun- 
36

casual mistake. This alarming situation 
is further aggravated by the complex 
economic problems, the deterioration of 
global ecological conditions etc. But 
along with its exacerbated contradic­
tions, the present world has another, not 
less important, characteristics — the 
mutual inter-dependence of states, of 
socio-economic systems as entities. The 
dialectics of the present evolution is such 
that we shall either live together, or 
perish together.

Therefore, the search for ways of 
establishing durable peace in the world 
demands a fundamentally new political 
thinking, completely new perceptions 
and approaches in the field of interna­
tional affairs. This approach has been 
exemplified by the courageous and 
radical proposals on nuclear weapon 
cuts put forward by Michail Gorbachev 
in Reykjavik. Regrettably, this summit

Zhivkov w 

country maintains an active cooperation, 
with many countries — socialist, 
capitalist, advanced and developing.— 
and is willing to expand this cooperation 
whereever it is mutually advantageous 
and serves the interests of peoples, the 
cause of peace.

Question: Having in mind your ex­
perience in the armed resistance during 
the Second World War, in the "cold 
war" period, as well as your long ex­
perience as politician and statesman, 
what would be your "recipe" for a 
lasting world peace?

Answer. The present international 
situation has no analogue in the past. 
Today humankind is faced with the 
fateful dilemma: to be or not to be. The 
threat of nuclear annihilation hangs over 
the whole world as never before, moun­
tains of weapons have been stockpiled. 
Our planet is powderkeg which could ex­
plode any moment. The spark might be 
kindled by any of the numerous hotbeds 
of tension in different areas. Or by a
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“The present international 
situation has no analogue in 
the past. Today humankind is 
faced with the fateful 
dilemma: to be or not to be. 
The threat of nuclear annihi­
lation hangs over the whole 
world as never before, 
mountains of weapons have 
been stockpiled. Our planet is 
powderkeg which could 
explode any moment.”
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in touch

tativc.
Our country has invariably supported 

and will continue to support the African 
peoples in their fight against colonial op­
pression, for consolidating their political 
and economic independence.

Question: Your Excellency, you have 
turned 75. Congratulating you on this 
fine anniversary, we would like to ask 
you about the secret of your life, con­
sidering the fact that politics is a rather 
strenuous and exhausting occupation.

Answer: Thank you for your con­
gratulations. Quite frankly, I am not 
familiar with the secrets of human 
longevity as I am only 75 and feel young. 
Political and state activities, though 
strenuous and exhausting, as you put it, 
are not burdensome to me because f 
engage in them in the name of the 
Bulgarian people, its prosperity, in the 
name of peace and social progress. They 
say one of the secrets of remaining 
young is to dedicate one’s energy to 
great ideals and live with the plans for 
the future.

May I, in conclusion, take this oppor- 
tunity to greet the state leadership and

Republic of Nigeria because they are 
good, friendly relations. For more than 
20 years now, they have been developing 
in a dynamic and mutually advantageous 
way. I hope you will not interpret it as 
lack of modesty, but I think that my visit 
to your country in 1978 and the ensuent 
dialogue on government level stimulated 
our bilateral contacts in many direc­
tions. The results are obvious. Nigeria 
became our biggest trading partner 
among the countries south of Sahara. 
Bulgaria participated in a number of 
construction projects in Nigeria, highly 
skilled Bulgarian specialist work in your 
country. Many examples could be cited 
but these would suffice in way of il­
lustration of the upward trend in 
Bulgarian-Nigerian relations. I do 
believe, however, that we have not 
achieved the limit of our possibilities.

Our country has manifested its 
solidarity with the indigenous African 
population in South Africa in its strug­
gle, under the guidance of the African 
National Congress, tor freedom and 
human rights, for elimination of the

■ i r.
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fora, including the conference of the 
Non-aligned countries, held in Harare. 
The People’s Republic of Bulgaria 
stands for a strict implementation of the 
UN resolutions calling for comprehen­
sive and mandatory sanctions against 
South Africa, and denounces the policy 
of “constructive engagement,” followed 
by the USA and some other Western 
countries vis-a-vis the racist regime of 
South Africa.

We firmly oppose the policy of 
destabilisation and aggressive actions 
pursued by South Africa against the 
People’s Republic of Angola, the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique, 
Zimbabwe, Botswana and Lesotho, de­
mand an unconditional termination of 
the violation of sovereignty and ter­
ritorial integrity of the frontline states; 
support their struggle in defence of their 
national independence.

Bulgaria insists on the effective and 
comprehensive implementation of 
Resolution 435, 1978 of the Security
Council, as well as the other UN resoiu- t0 greel thc sta(c |eddcrship and

_ ivi elimination ot the tions on Namibia, and backs the strugg ,e of Nigeria, to wish the Nigerian regime of apartheid. We share the posi- of the people of Namibia for na i peOple success and prosperity along the
tions of the African countries, outlined liberation and independence gm~e, ^y of development it has chosen.
at the UN, OAU and other international SWAPO, its sole Icgitimat^^Pr^^^^^jgjg^egggnjj I WE

Oenetrate the myths and stay
There are many myths and half­

truths being peddled about Africa. 
Get a truer picture of today’s Africa, 
her strengths and weaknesses, in 
AFRICAN CONCORD

Whether your interest is in politics, 
business, culture or sports, 
AFRICAN CONCORD - Africa’s 
premier weekly newsmagazine - 
helps you make up your mind.

Take out a subscription NOW and 
stay in touch.
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picking up — with the help of outside finance, reports a special correspondent
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ley complement co- 
from several other

that could in the lonj 
prove significant, is if t 
ing demand within An..
_S companies to cut trading 
links as well as divest proves 

cstment overwhelming, then South 
off debts African subsidiaries would be 

£59.3 well and truly isolated, and 
? a more

to i
of living of the majority of the 
population.

In the past the country’s repu­
tation had been tarnished by the 
excesses of the Bokassa Re­
gime. 1966 to 1979. Serious 
mismanagement of the economy 
■- the 1970s resulted in a decline

'•■nion and in individual below potential The growth of 
'■•een 1978 and the GDP has remained margi-

nroducer nal. the rise in exports has been L

it was part of the US 
parent company. Already plans 

- — are underway for the subsidiary 
as total as many to introduce a new model, the 

OPEL Monza.
However, the ‘South African 

escape route’ might still be en- 
uaugcicu, by a combination of 
internal and external develop­
ments. Demands by the black 
South African labour force for 
company board representation 
by at least two trade union 

:gish- de*cBates- were recently rejected 
/sis is tbe rest lbe 30(1 tb’s 

------- ----------------- j a ucwSion has ,ed t0 a strike b>’ more than 

to appoint Robert Price who 2,400 workers- The other factor 
was managing director of the thal 000,41 in the ,onSer term 
then wholly US-owned South Provc significant, is if the grow- 
African subsidiary between ing demand within America for 
1971-74.---------------------------------- US

Part of the divestment overwhelmii 
strategy entails writing c" 
estimated to be well over £f?.2 „..J
million. This is part of the deal divestment become - ...... 
currently being worked out by meaningful economic term.
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prices for cash crops, 
state intervention in vi 
economic activities, inefficient 
rural development agencies, 
and rapidly deteriorating ser­
vices and communications 
caused a drop in agricultural 
production. The decline in the 
world price of cotton and 
coffee, the major exports, was 
an additional blow.

Unsound public investments, 
a bloated civil service, non- 
viable public enterprises, and 
expensive loans led to high 
budget deficits. These deficits, 
together with accumulated 
arrears in servicing public debts, 
caused substantial drops in both 
official aid and private foreign 
investment.

The short-lived government 
that succeeded the Bokassa Re­
gime. initiated an emergency 
programme for 1980-81 to deal 
with the most urgent problems 
of the economy. It emphasised 
the rehabilitation of infrastruc- 

r____ ture and resulted mainly in the
agriculture and progressively improvement of road networks.

limited, and domestic savings 
have not increased. The 
Government’s development tight 
programmes have been financed 
largely by external donors. 

The adjustment prog..
now being introduced has 
prepared in dose consultation 
with the World Bank and the smallholders, will benefit from a 
IMF. big jump in official pric

Credits of US$30 million will new investment code will 
finance about 5 per cent of the late activity in the pri 
import bill and the external tor; the role of the Goi 
capital requirements of the in production and in the com- 
country during 1986-87 budget mercial sector will be curtailed 
year. They complement co- and the size of the civil service 
financing from several other will be cut. With the current 
donors. efforts being

To support the adjustment prospects of si

effort, detailed programmes will 
be implemented over the next 
16 months for macro economic 

‘management, agriculture, fore­
stry. small and medium-scak 
enterprises, mining, public ad­
ministration. and public enter­
prises. Specific measures in­
clude improving public invest­
ment programming and raising 
the level of investment, particu­
larly in the private sector. Inter­
nationa! trade will be liberalised 
and public borrowings will be 

w itly controlled.
Subsidies to cotton farmers 

will be reduced and the produc- 
igramme tion and export of commodities, 

been especially coffee, will be in­
creased. Coffee planters, mainly

prices. A 
will stimu- 

irivate sec- 
ivemmcnt

GM to maintain close ties
DESPITE the news last month GM managers and South 
that General Motors would di- African shareholders. The re­
vest itself of its South African suit of this wheeler-dealing is 
subsidiary, the company that when the new South 
nevertheless has announced that African-owned subsidiary gets 
it will still maintain close ties off the ground on January 1, it 
with the now South African- will do so on a new slate and 
owned subsidiary, through its ironically be in far better shape 
international operations. This than when 
latest news confirms the doubts 
expressed by cynics that the 
pull-out was not as t ‘ ’ 
at first thought.

It appears that by selling off 
the South African subsidiary to rouie 
South African ownership, the danBered’ bY 
company has killed two birds --------- -
with one stone: they have re­
tained business links with the 
South African subsidiary, with­
out having to pay the political 
penalty of anti-apartheid leg... 
tion at home. This analysis .. 
strengthened by GM’s decision

Central African Republic

External aid boosts economy 
After years of mismanagement under the Bokassa Regime, the CAR's economy is 
now --- - -L * . r . • 1 e-
from Bangui.
LANDLOCKED Central 
African Republic is geai 
for a turnaround after 
years of economic mismai 
ment under “Emperor” .
Bedel Bokassa. who is now in 
prison in Bangui on human 
rights charges.

The Government of Gen 
Andre Kolingba is carrying out 
a broad structural adjustment 
programme designed to prom­
ote a faster rate of growth and 
allow for a more productive use 
of the country’s ample natural 
resources.

The Central African Republic 
is the heart of Africa, with a 
population of about 2.6 million 
and a per capita income of 
US$270. About 70 per cent of 
the population live in rural 
areas. Agriculture dominates 
the economy and in 1984 
accounted for about 41 per cent 
of the Gross Domestic Product.

The Government aims to 
achieve its goals by adopting 
policies that give priority to 

opening up the economy to free 
market forces. The strate 
includes reducing 1 
public sector and 
it to activities for which it is best 
suited, increasing domestic sav­
ings and adopting a financial 
plan to support the programme.

The Government’s pro­
gramme is expected to achieve 
an annual rate of growth of 4 
per cent in the Gross Domestic 
Prod ’

But the economic situation con- 
______ tegy also tinued to deteriorate and led to 

includes reducing the size of the social disorder and political in­
reorientating stability.

Serious attempts at resuscitat­
ing the economy began early in 
1982 under the leadership of 
President Kolingba. who 
assumed, control of the country­
in September 1981. The efforts 
of the Government to stabilise 

-------- ------------ the economy have been 
Product Its emphasis on in- supported by three standby cre- 
creasing rural incomes will lead dits from the International 

improvements in the standard Monetary Fund (IMF).
livinp of rh<* mninritv nf fho

The economy has responded 
positively to the Government's 
programme and the trend of 
declining per capita incomes 
seems to have been arrested 
recently. But observers in 
Bangui believe that the 
economy has still performed 
below potential The groi ’ 
the GDP has remained i
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:e to a deal with 
and the rest of
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marked at the -< 

couldn't help but eve - • 
how often Sheik \ am - • 
refer back Riy-Cd 
elaborating or b.> evuntr. - rev 
ition.

With Yamam's rem >va! and 
his temporary 
planning minis 
who is now hoi Jin. 
folios, conjecture a 
Saudi oil policy u 
as set no word or 
minister's intentions are. sas e to 
say that he wants to see an oi. 
price of above SIS a barrel

:Iop their own sources 
 ... and interests in the

phase of Fr" '*"5 ,‘°DU”" vullu" puuuciiuii unucr uic sccunu /Miianun vuuun Project. The textile companies are sponsonng 
■nd1?:;1 “arm °(ihe cu"™
the nation tn h Vears °* neglect and poor harvests, forcing acquired their own land and deployed part of their labour force to 
import thousand^ /hP|Cr ,nl° *tS ^orc’Sn exchange reserves to cultivate cotton. Juapong Textiles Limited is one such firm which 
■ Defence Council (PNDC) has S! cT"’" deP'°y,:d “

- i recovery programme (1986-1988) geared Cotton constitutes 80 f 
irial production to provide the crop textiles. The nation's anni

7 produc- 
longer ers. principally North Sea pro- Thus , 

on. and ducers Britain and Norway. . ..... ,i b , t ' , ,
that Saudi Arabia needed to be sufficiently frigh- ‘ 1 1 1™“’ rcs,riLled °!

longer sit idly by sshile tened by the prospect of tumbl- ,,nd - d "d
.... .. <» call a halt to kPEC-s ablHljcs as a major 

hetr own tncreas.ng produc- force t0 be reckoned with, 
lion, and agree » n^nl with 
Saudi Arabia 
OPEC on a production cutback 
The stakes were high, with sev­
eral national economies at risk, 
and everybody watting to see 
who would blink first.

In the event, it was Saudi 
Arabia that was forced to climb

\i.ihia s imipiil mi h 
during the miiiiiiu i in low 
a band.

I oi the guiilhh* Io li.iv« 
succeeded, two tilings w< n 
needed l-'iisl, lullow Ol’H 
nrembeis needed to accept with 
some penance that Saudi Arabia 
could destabilise the oil market 
sufficiently and affect (heir oil­
based economies to such an 
extent that they would be cowed 

living into submission and reduce their 
output accordingly.

Secondly. non-OPEC 
" North S

gamble is 
. with oil prices 

?y were this time 
the eve of Saudi

down By midsummer, still m- ' 
M'.ting on ’the principle' ot yea.- 
grcAlcr market share. S 
Arabia had to resign itself to the g-.-.i - 
fad that with prices as low as Sb was • 
a barrel, they were suffering he was 
more than the UK or Norway oil t“ 
which both gain only a traction year’s 
of their national revenue from 
oil. They now also had to con­
tend with the fact that low* prices - -■ - ‘
were threatening to cause a split 
within OPEC’, because poorer 
members simply could not sur­
vive al those prices.

launched a medium term recovery programme (1986-i988) geared Cotton constitutes 80 per cent of the raw material or 
towards stepping up raw material production to provide the crop textiles. The nation's annual requirement of cotton is more t an 
to the local industries. 120.000 bales, of which 115,200 bales — 96 per cent are

Dr Francis Acquah, Secretary for Industries. Science and imported. .
Technology, said it was very important for Ghana to boost its The Government sees this importation as a considerable sttjun 
cotton crop because of its importance as a raw material for on its foreign exchange reserves and is unable to nieet e 
industries. requirements of the textile industry. The overall result is that the

"There cannot be any talk of a true recovery in the economy if firms are forced to produce far below capacity.
the nation is still dependent on imported raw materials (such as The Akosombo Textiles Ltd. for example, is capabe o 
cotton) for her industrial development. We must aim at near producing 3 million yards of textile prints a month but. as r 
sufficiency in raw materials,’’ he said. Walter Esposito, the company’s Managing Director sai i is

The Government liquidated the state-owned Cotton Develop- producing only 400,000 yards.
ment Board last March and established the Ghana Cotton To date. Ghana has been helped out by a number of ove^eas 
Company (GCC) which has 30 per cent state shares and the rest countries in meeting its cotton production shorttai . e i 
split between private textile firms and others. States recently donated 12.000 bales from the total o .

Early this year. GCC launched a major nationwide campaign to pledged to the Accra Government.
boost production. Small scale farmers, especially those in the GCC’s target for cotton this year is 7.700 tonnes as again . 
major cotton growing areas of Upper East, Upper West. Northern mere 686 obtained in 1985. 
AFRICAN CONCORD 2(1 NOVI MBER I9K6

With the firing of Sheik Zaki 
Yamani. Saudi Arabian oil 
minister since March lco2. the 
chapter is finally closed on his 
ambitious, ultimately selfish, 
and now discredited attempt to 
regain a greater market share 
for Saudi Arabia at a time w hen 
the oil market as a whole was 
going through one of its worst 
periods, for exporters, in 
memory.

By refusing to play the role of 
swing producer any 
whatever the justification, and 
insisting 
could no k 
lesser producers deliberately ex­
ceeded their quotas, he gambled 
that his ’tit for tat' weapon could 
be sustained by the inter­
national oil market without pre­
cipitating an almighty price col­
lapse

The result of that 
evident today, 
half what they 
last year, on t.

The first serious attempt to 
control production was the rem- 
troduction of 1984 quotas in 
August, and the determination 
to follow that decision by the 
introduction of a permanent 
quota based on a ‘•percentage 
formula." These should be in

sexesn sffleis s ssrsus Boom time for cotton ^BcsW^giving assistance to cotton fanners. GCC has also 
Janies MaCauley report from Accra on the govern- 'n“«d 'XadT^e^at hecur^'h^e'been cultivated under 
ment’s efforts to boost its cotton output. this project.
Ghana is getting to grips with the problem of precious foreign The various firms have also started to develop 
exchange being spent to import cotton for the country's textile of cotton supply besides their investment 
industry by boosting its own cotton production under the second Amantin Cotton F.-,— - —--- ------- • . the
phase of its Economic Recovery Programme. and financing peasant farmers to encourage ejn y’111 u

The long-awaited proverbial shot in the arm of the cotton farms or give
*-j|ows many years of neglect and poor harvests, forcing acquired their own land and c . . 

the nation to dig deeper into its foreign exchange reserves to cultivate cotton. Juapong Textiles Li 
. •«-- . has acqi' * *

cultivate
Cotton const
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lion opened .it $4(10 75 an 
ounce, and closed on Fnd.ix 7 
Novcmbci at $4(18 5 an ounce

iroblems associ- 
sbanding of the

Board (

increase in exports con- 
informed bright liquor i 
••Mt i'uis advanced by

prospect ot renewed 
•plies caused pric 
»th London and

replace the country’s ageing 
plantations. Cote d’Ivoire pro­
duced an estimated 2X0.000 ton­
nes in the 1985-6 season which 
ended on 30 September

London D; 
raw sui 
tonne, 
tonne. . 
tonne. I 
Friday 7 
was SI52.5 a tonne I 
ot the week. Friday

At the start ot the trading 
week. Monday 3 November, the 

laily Price (LDP) for 
.mar stood at S143 5 a 
'March 1987 $161 2 a 
and Max 1987 $163.6 a 
B\ the dose ot the week. 

November, the I. CP 
By the close 

........ _ ............ v 7 Not em­
ber. the LDP was $152 5 a 
tonne, refined sugar $185 a 
tonne, and futures contracts 
December $146 6 a tonne. 
March 19x7 SI58 6 a tonne, and 
Max 1987 $161 2 a tonne.

GOLD rose slightly during t 
course of the xxeek. Mondax 
Friday 7 Noxember, taking it 
above the $401) an ounce 
through which al one point it 
threatened to fall. But despite 
the rise, long term forecasts 
continually asscil that the future 
price trend can only be doxxn

The latest figures from a New 
Yoik research company. Christ­
ian. Podleska and van Muss- 
chenbrouk. sax the USSR will 
export 5(1 per cent more gold to 
the West this year, bringing the 
total to 365 tonnes from the 

s year’s 236 tonnes 
in itself \\.is double the

SUGAR rose on the London 
markets and at one time looked 
as though it would reach a five 
month high. Traders offered no 
real explanation ol why sugar 
moxed upwards, except to say 
that there is an expectation of a 
sharply i educed Brazilian crop 
this year due to drought in the 
grow ing region. As with coffee, 
Brazil iA the World's largest 
sugar ’producer and can affect 
the market significantly merely 
by announcing how much of its 

it will be pulling onto the 
.el Because an increasing 

promotion of its sugar goes 
■ ’ ' ' ol’ (cane 

sugar-into-fuel alcohol) pro­
gramme to fuel its motor 
vehicles, the price has been kept 
higher than it might otherwise 
have been

Of future 
in the 1,1

4(1

decided to inciease gc!2 .........
Io paillx offset the loss ol oil 

since the 1986 puce though

isation (ICCO) annual summit 
held in London tn September 
However, for one major West 
African producer. Nigeria, 
which hosted the Cocoa produc­
ers Alliance (CPA) that ended 
on 31 October, pr 
ated with the disl
Nigerian Cocoa Board (NCB) 
have led to a discounting of it’s 
crop by London traders

Speaking at the 47th CPA 
meeting in Lagos. Nigeria’s ag­
riculture minister. Major-Gen 
Mohammed Gado Nasko. 
spoke of the unfair position in 
which producers found themsel­
ves vis a vis consumers The 
various commodity agreements 
left producing countries "hold­
ing the short end of the stick” 
I ie called on producers to work 
together and renew their faith in 
themselves and in their ability to 
secure the right process for their 
products. Chairman of the 
alliance. Mr J A Onuorah. 
urged the members to translate 
their cooperation into "concrete 
and concerted action" to enable 
them to obtain a fair price for 
their cocoa.

ITfeal
A I the latest London weekly 
tea auction held on Mondax ? 
Nox ember, pi ices toi all grades 
advanced over the previous 
week’s auction I here was also 
more tea on offer, a total of 

previous ycai’s 236 tonnes 3(1.522 packages Apart from 
(which in itself was double the new season’** Assam tea 
I984’s output) tlom |ni|1;i. t|lc Atman teasthat

The increase in exports con- did best were East African 
toms the views i>i informed bneht liquonne blends which 
analysts that the USSR has advanced b\ 3-5 pence a kg 

gold exports Theic was no mention ol how 
well Central Atnc.m teas laied. 

revenue since the J 986 puce though in general thev haw 
collapse been dome even better than

At the stall ol the week. I ast African varieties Price 
Monday 3 November, gold bul- quotations were I98p a kg lor 

75 an quality teas. l60p a kg loi 
................ 11 ‘ " medium teas, and I32pakgfor 

low medium teas
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THE market continues to b«* 
uncertain as to the underlying 
strength or weakness of coffee 
and this trading week like those 
of the past few weeks, showed 
marked price fluctuations for 
future contracts.

At the start of the week. 
Monday 3 November, prices 
were November £2271.5 a ton­
ne. Janaury 1987 £2275 5 a ton­
ne. and March 1987 £2162 5 a 
tonne By the close of the week. 
Imlay 7 November, prices were 
November t2312 a tonne. Janu­
ary 1987 £22X5 a tonne, and 
March 1987 £2165 a tonne.

News from the woild’s largest 
‘robusta' grade coffee producer. 
Cote d’Ivoire, is that they aim to 
boost their output significantly 
in the coming years. The news 
was announced by agriculture 
minister. Denis Bia Kanon. 
who said his country plans to 
invest some £6(1 million in order 
to raise annual output by 
15(1.11(1(1 tonnes by the year 
2.0(H). In order to achieve this 
target the government has set a 
planting schedule of 10.000 hec­
tares a year in order to partly

higher than today’s average 
prices, and he has called an 
emergency meeting of OPEC’s 
ministerial committee on prices 
to be held this month.

COPPER puces fell sharply on 
the London Metal Exchange 
(LMF.) for most metals follow­
ing news that a five month strike 
at the Noranda zinc refinery in 
Quebec. Canada, had been set­
tled. The | 
metal supp 
dip in both London and New-’ crop i 
York z mark*
At the start of the week. Mon- promotion of its su 
day 3 November, cash grade A • towards its ‘alcoho 
copper was £921 a tonne, and 
grade A three month copper 
£946 a tonne Standard cash 
copper was £903 75 a tonne and 
standard three month copper 
£925 5 a tonne By the close ot 
the week. Friday 7 November, 
grade A cash copper was £900 a 
tonne, and grade A three month 
copper £931 a tonne Standard 
cash copper ended at £886 a 
tonne, and standard three 
month copper at £910 a tonne

( OCOA had a fairly dull week 
on the London commodity ex­
change and future contracts did 
not umfergo any signific.ini 
price movements At thesiait <>| 
the trading week. Mondav 3 
November, prices were Decem­
ber £148.8 a tonne. M.irch 19X7 
£1518 a tonne, and May 19x7 
£1540 5 a tonne. By the close of 
the week. Friday ~ November. 
priv- were December £|4,s.s ;1 
tonne. March 19.87 £152(1 a hm- 
ne. .md May 19X" £1541 j 

tonne.
The price stability 

contracts conics

Hi* pronouncements that he 
will endeavour to gam a higher 
•i! price have been construed in 

*■ -mu quarters as meaning Sau li 
Arabia will move closer to the 
radical bloc headed by Iran, 
entailing a *>harp cut-back of 
OPEC production to force the 
price of oil higher.

On the other hand. Yamani’s 
removal may have been promp­
ted by his not adequately pursu­
ing his country’s interests during 
the October Geneva conference 
when he declined the larger 
share he originally demanded 
for his country in order to get 
consensus on the Kuwaiti 
demand for a 10 per cent rise in 
their quota. If this is so. his 
removal could mean a renewed 
attempt to pursue a higher mar­
ket share.

Either way. the forthcoming 
summit in December has been 
dealt one additional unknown 
card to add to the already 
difficult task it is facing on the 
new percentage quota formula

Nnamdi Anyadike
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ids were 1 
want to
 dotnest 

sumption. Nigeria’s et

petitcrs. EquaBy knpcruzt is 
the sustenance c: tnc-se market 
shares overtime in the wake c: 
economic, political and 
technological uncertainties and 
risks.”

«liars. --- 
I that f 
ipany’s pro- 
icndous.

gg
> such as direct reduced [J , 
>RI), cold briquetted :
;i) and fini'.hcd/rollcd crc’ 
. like plain and rib

* ‘ inmo told African 
 his company has 

”"'»nccd the exp 
and Europe 

■;’s DRI, he sail . 
vantage over those proc 
these countries. The 

capacity to 
disc and b.«nv 
.ugcot cars. But

regretted that Peugeot 
bile Nigeria Li 
still imports

Another indigenous c'*’" 
pany, 0X4 Systems Limited 
based in Abe Road in Lagos 
—‘s inundated with trade cn- 

iries. The company’s direc- 
•, Mr. Olumide Odunaiyc 

1 that aquarium com- 
Wc

^?SSi8
“■SWSsted in these pro- African countries. Thebre»en 

 incord also industry was also represents..
; and Bauchi and made bnsk busin:

States stands that hundreds of instance.

>any that 
f many 

is Eleganza 
janies. The

Lagos fair, export hope 
Nigeria has a lot to export but habits die hard.
T'HIS year’s Lagos Inter.ia- —---- r—t  

tional Trade Fair which ted also displayed Hydrated 
ended last Sunday did not only lime which can be used in water 
“eate public awareness of ex- treatment, paint making, was

Jrtable home-made products, bleach and leather manufac- Quiri 
*- - - - , . xpon pro- ture. It was gathered that DSC tor,

. structural is the only producer of 
programme. The hydrated lime in

Tochla Jooji, DSC Bost
enquiries have been made with Genera.

icct to Arabic Gum, leather Breweries - 
Jets and other agricultural Grand 1^--^ 

lucts. And that many of that 
... >sc who made enquiries are ed 
interested in exporting the pro- Grand 
ducts. and the ceffip

markets in —-An indigenous company that r£S--- Ut_ 
ipany has caught tnc eyes of many He said

[port of DRI visitors to the Pair r ~ - -------
pc. The com Group of Companies. » »•- product was 
Hid, has cost company displayed quality of c

>duced household products — coolers, federal Go5 
: DSC hot buckets, flasks, food However most of the ex- 

pro- Jnr/kc buckets. Although the hih7,„n disdosed that wtuaUy 
brake officials of the company tailed at

their stands were Nigerians
stic con- 
effort to

quii 
tor, •r--------------- maj.c

icer of revcaiea mat aquarium ium- our marx , cmpnosiscd Dr. 
Africa, panies from West Germany Oycyemi Adcgbite, Chairman, 

otentials have placed orders for aquatic Enterprise Consulting Group 
fishes of Nigerian origin. He Limited, “in the export of 
said, “they want us to export manufactured goods, the 

oi com- tQ t|iem aqUarjum products government needs to rethink its 
^Rr°’ worth 8,000 US dollars.” He industrial development 

the strategies for the 1990 s. The 
— .---------jccoss in this area is to

a number of export­
industries and make

._~1L 
rears time, such projects 

come on * 
r exports.”

i economic experts 
visited the trade Fair 

an International 
*ike the just con- 

has the potential of 
Nigeria’s export

igeria’s current

Delta Steel Company Limi- 
d also displayed Hydrated 

be used in water 
create public awareness of ex- treatment, paint maki-" 
portable home-made products, bleach and leather manuta^- 
It also boosted the export pro- ture. It was gathered that DSC 
motion aspect of the structural is the only produc/*r * 
adjustment programme. The hydrated lime in West .... 
Fair portrayed in tangible man- and hence has good potenti 
ncr vast opportunities of forexport, 
generating much needed At the Odua Group of C 
foreign exchange. A vast array panics stand, agricultural pro- £orth 8,000\~ — 
of agricultural. products on ducts such as palm kernel oil - furlher disclosed  .. ------ —--------
display included cocoa beans, which can be used for making respOnse to his company’s pro- key to success in this — 
cocoa products, palm kernel soaPt detergent and cosmetics ducls has been tremendous. identify
and palm kernel oil, cake and  palm kernel cake were on Niceria Limited, oriented
pellets, rubber, canned display. The representative of ,AJmarlJJ' £ %ffavestiaation the necessary investment 
vegetables and fr,,,., mhsn™ thecompany atthe stand told African Concord im'esti ga industries so that say ....

African Concord that enquiries revealed, unU soon surt to a or .

feJK..00 
 >«s- Though < 

Mr. Bea Itan, visfttJ 
agreed that . 
Trade Fair lil 
eluded oae 1 
boosting 1 . 
trade, they 
predicted that. 
expert will 
predo^inantiy ------------- —
origin w-lth the ouantn? ana 
value of goods exported being-

change her profile of exporter 
of primary products to the ex­
porter of manufacturers and 
semi-manufacturers seem to 
be set on rough terrain. In­
vestigations at the Trade Fair 

com- revealed that most man u foe* 
mited tured goods produced m 
L_ots Nigeria cannot compete effec- 

cn- lively in the international 
market because of their high 
prices. “Thus if we are tor 

3m- our mark”, emphasised 
Oycyemi Adcgbite, Chiin 

rise Consulting Grot 
rd, "in the export 
ifacturcd goods, 

lent needs to retl '
- ...Justrial develoj

pellets, rub 
vegetables and fruits, tobacco, 
groundnuts, cotton, tea and 
gums.

The manufactured com- buyers interested in these 
modifies that had potential for ducts. African Concord 
export were glass products, learnt at the Borno ar.d Be 
Paper products, textile pro- " 
ducts leather products, light 
consumer goods, fabricated 
agricultural machinery, ligh­
tening equipment, aquarium 
products, mats, ropes, foot­
mats and fermented drinks.

African Concord investi­
gations conducted at the Trade 
Fair revealed that local 
manufacturers are responding 
positively to export promotion. 
They seem to be taking full ad­
vantage of government’s cur­
rent trade liberalisation mea­
sures especially the cancella­
tion of export licence.

At the Delta Steel Company 
Limited stand, (DSC), Dr. P. 
Atanmo, Deputy General 
Manager, Iron Making, reveal­
ed that countless trade 
quiries have been pouring 
The DSC disj 
products 
iron (DL.„  
iron (CBI) and 
products I’.'... K.—.. ---- ....
bars. Dr. Atanmo told African /.r, lr,dl 
Concord that his company hrr, caught ti.v 
commenced the export of DRI visitors to the Fair i 
to India and Europe. The com Group of Comps 
pany’s DRI, he said,  
advantage over those produced household product'. — coolers. .
in these countries. The DSC hot buckets, flasks, food 
also has the capacity to pro- jur/lcc buckets. Although the 
duce brake disc and brake officials of the company 
drum for Peugeot cars. But agreed that no significant en- stands 
Atanmo regretted that Peugeot quirics have been made by 
Automobile Nigeria Limited foreign importers, their pro- *n . . ‘t-.r ‘ 
(PAN) still imports these ducts arc in high demand in the Pr® J 
items. country. sump
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'and Scx« c: 
lerica- He said the arrive- 

C.CZ-. to export product boosted c.. the 
__ or expert -csxe
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Dollar
Pound Sterling 
Swiss Franc 
French Franc 
Dutch Guilder 
Japanese Yen 
Deutche Mark

3.6000 
5.1408 
2.0912 
0.5353 
1.5477
0.0221 
1.7450

Speakir 
fice, Chici uiet 
executive direc 
lions 
countei 
Nigeria ____
Brazil, Austria ; 
countries lifted 
'’igeria in exch<

All the banks that par- upo 
ticipated at last bidding session crec 
were successful. Thirty-six the

years, German 
Nigeria have 
billion Deutchc 
to 6.3 Dt

ition of some 
banks, Nigerian 
Bank (NIB) and bz 
Merchant Bank to s 
disqualified for Als< 

?nces. The IMB reac
i bidding Lg..
submit its Creditors. F 
ie but NIB negotiations 
its bidding stages and tl

made as at 3rd Novembt 
1986, from the purchases 
the first three bidding sess.G. 
Out of the *143.7 millio" 
total sum of SI 13.7 million w
79.1 per cent was allocated to mjii;on' 
productive sectors, that is for

line in peti«w..v»UMU 
ligeria industries th: 

greater Niger 
of two- German 

i formal technolog 
be the also wori.

with the '
1 develop- i 
□mmercial .1 
igeria and

therefore, an 
is established to estz_______

work towards the mutual ad- Dr. Har " ’ 
vantage of both countries. The general i___
association was Nigerian- of Economics 
Germany Business Council. It the establish™ 
was formally inaugurated on c:l :s a-------
November 12 by the Minister proper 
of Industries, Lt. General A.I. Nigeria 
Akinnnade (rtd). ’ ’

Apart from fostering the in­
terest of its members, the coun­
cil s aim among others, was autl 
promoting bilateral trade and for 
investment between Nigeria Nigeria. 
and Germany._______ ______________

industrial raw materials .and 
machinery spare parts. A sum 

. 01 of about $8.3 million, or 
nearly-'5TB* "per cent was 

ion, a a]iocated to food while services
, items were provided with S3.3 

i or 2.3 per cent of total

CROSS RATE (IN N) 
2nd Tier hid' Bid No. 8 First Tier 

No. 7 Nov. 6 N'o\cmbcr UpNovcmbcr 13 
2.2492 
3.2040 
1.3419 
0.3405 
0.9871 
0.0141 ’ 
1.1141

3.4993 
4.9848 
2.0879 
0.5298 
1.5358 
0.0218 
1.7332

—Nimi Wariboko

German-Nigerian 
Business
German and Nigerian business leaders agree to 
boost economic co-operation.
' I "HE Federal Republic of. The minister stated Nigeria’s 
A Germany was one of the ’ need for capital flows and 

leading trading partners in noted with delight, the vital 
Nigeria in 1985, holding the sc- role which German funds, 
cond position after the United capital equipment and 
jGngdom. During the last ten technical know-how can play 

~ i imports from in the restructuring and diver- 
risen from 2.4 sification of the productive 

—ic Mark in 1976 base of the Nigerian economy.
>eutche Mark billion in Chief P.C. Asiodu, the 

resident of the council, in his 
_ ..eynote address noted that 

ade balance, Nigerian export to Germany 
surplus of 5.1 has mainly been petroleum, 
^lark in 1984 But the council, according to 

to meet all the condifonl T" "'“‘u"' Mark hi"’ WiU strivc.for a

SaniSS 
ment permanwimports from Nigeria industries that would lead to 

in the first half of this year. greater Nigerian imports of
Inspite of the volume of two- German machinery and 

way trade, there was no formal technology. The council will 
body that could be the also work for other Nigerian 
authoritative forum with the exports of processed and 
aim of fosterinst and develop- manufactured goods to com- 

1 commercial .plement petroleum exports.
1 Nigeria and The government of the 

Federal Republic of Germany 
was said to have approved the 

tablishmcnt of the council.
”ans Schuessler, director- 

icral in the Federal Ministry 
Germany said 

.. _____ iment of the coun­
cil is a correct decision at the 
r»rr.r>nr moment - a time the 
Nigerian government has em­
barked on structural adjust­
ment programme. He appeals 
to the responsible Nigerian 
authorities to create conditions 
.’-r Germans to help build

—Nimi Wariboko
AFRICAN CONCORD 20 NOVEMBER 1986

Strapped for cash
Cash crunch on buyers and sellers as Naira ap­
preciates and CBN reaches for escrow accounts.
T he value of Naira appre- Speaking to newsmen in his of-

4- ciated by 2.03 per cent at fice, Chief Cletus N. Nwagwu, 
the eighth bidding session in executive director of opera- 
the Second Tier Foreign Ex- lions and that under' the 
change Market (SFEM) last countertrade agreements 
Thursday. The L'S dollar will Nigeria entered into with 
exchange for N3.4993 this Brazil, Austria and France the 
week as against N3.6OOO last countries lifted crude oil from 
week. In real terms, the value Nigeria in exchange for goods 
of the Naira has risen from 28 and services that will be bought 
American Cents to 28.57 from their countries by 
American Cents — about its Nigeria. The payment for the 
value at the third bidding sfes- oil was pul in escrow accounts, 
sion. At the First Tier Market, and that the proceeds of the ac- 
N2.1387 exchanged for a dollar counts were to be used for pur- 
— that is, a Naira was chase of goods from those 
equivalent to 48.75 American countries. Answering 
Cents. reporters’ questions, Chief

The appreciation of the Nwagwu revealed that the fact 
naira, According to bankers, that the government is making 
was due to the liquidity crunch use of escrow funds does not 
in the economy. Earlier, Mr. mean that it has exhausted the 
Sunday Sonoiki, CBN director bridging loan . He emphasised 
of foreign operations had that the government cannot 
warned banks to fund their ac- continue to allow about 500 
counts before 12.00 noon on million dollars in escrow ac- 
Monday. He noted with regret counts to lie waste, 
that banks are finding it dif- Chief Nwagwu further 
ficult to pay for funds bought revealed that the $320 million 
at the market. new money package agreed

All the banks that par- upon between Nigeria and her 
ticipated at last bidding session creditors, and announced by lvlHrK „„„„„aa&ss eS
SMW S»S»tSSfeAsaa “ ft
was supplied by Allied Bank of is holding up the disbursement 
Nigeria Limited which bidded of Trade Policy and Export 
for $2.25 million but went Development (TPED) loan of 
home with $1.60 million. The US $452 million. He said 
highest bid — N4.2013 — was negotiations are still going on. 
offered by Bank of the North For instance, the World Bank 
which also requested for wants to be furnished regularly aim of fosterino™ 
$2.25 million. and Promptly with the weekly ing economfc ^d
Last week’s bidding also saw operations of SFEM. He said activities between 

the disqualification of some this was the reason why the Germany, 
banks. Two banks, Nigerian CBN had to disqualify some Recently
International Bank (NIB) and banks two weeks ago for failing association was e<
International Merchant Bank to submit their weekly returns, work towards the
(IMB) were disqualified for Also, the loan is tied up with ---  __
different offences. The IMB reaching an agreement with the 
was barred from bidding London and Pans Clubs of 
because it did not submit its Creditors. For this, he said, 
bidding form on time but NIB 3dvanced
was barred because its bidding stages and that a basic agree- 
form did not carry the required been, reached, what
"The^CB^minounced that rthteh'’cBN
from next bidding session- M^.'Xed^
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pening to 
lev e each

“Every* country in the world 
have a ghetto... You can't 
forgot where you come from: 
if you forget where you come 
from, you don’t haxe far to 
go, ya man.”

until Jah stop this thin*. or Jar t.r : - _ 
how to stop this thing.
Question: Do you havefamij
Answer: Well, I am not Earn en r»u 
live with my woman. It is the seek 
responsibility that a husband »?_: 
have. As long as you and ycur 
have an agreement, that is the ir 
might marry her though. She desere: 
— she has been living with me fcr . 
years.

I have six children from • different

U-Rov out of coofer
After a prolonged cool out, Jamaican reggae star, U-Roy, 
had a weeklong outing in Nigeria last week.

conic from, you don't have far to go, ya 
man.
Question: What Is your Impression 
about Nigeria?
Answer: The people in Nigeria and 
Jamaican are the same, only different 
accent. Especially the girls — they 
behave the same.

Since I come to Cameroon and Togo

1 -I
li.Roy: Just cool out

in 1984, it give me real confidence that I 
can live in Africa and be comfprtable. 
That is one of my vision to live in Africa.

“In Jamaica, when I was small, the older people used to say 
‘take us back to Ethiopia... to Africa where we belong. It was 
like a national anthem. We believe all black people arc from 
Africa. Even if your personality is from another place, your 
grandmother or ancestors come from Africa.”

Apart from Jamaica, only Africa I want 
to live.

In Jamaica, when 1 was small, the 
older people used to say "take us back 
to Ethiopia... to Africa where we 
belong." It was like a national anthem. 
We believe all black people arc from 
Africa. Even if your personality is from 
another place, your grandmother or 
ancestors come from Africa. That is one 
belief which if somebody beat 
everything else out of my head, nobody 
can tell me anything else about my 
African heritage.
Question: » hat are your views on apar- 
/held?
Answer: This is one thing 1 pray to Jet 
everyday — for Jah to stop this tl^..*._ 
There will not be any different even :. 
Reagan and Thatcher impose san.---- :.

me than music, except Jah. True, music 
is a thing that I really love. I used to sing 
in the school choir and in concerts... but 
I never knew I would come to Africa, go 
to America and London through my 
music. And that is why I always give 
thanks and praises to Jah for he lias 
made all these things happen.
Question: Are you still the rebel you 
sang about in your hit song 'Natty 
Rebel?'
Answer: You can’t forgot where you 
come from, man. When we speak of 
rebel in Jamaica, wp speak of people in 
the ghetto. There you have to hustle for 
your bread in very desolate places to stay 
alive. "The ghetto people, then suffer 
the most. Every country in the world 
have a ghetto... You can't forgot where 
you come from; if you forget where you
AFRICAN CONCORD 20 NOVEMBER 1986

ladies: Garvin (16). Delrr; . • ' erne 
(14), Everton, Daw ar. a girl. - mu 
Shanek, also a girl (6). ’A line arc H m- 
ton live in America --tth their r:vr 
Question: How well-off rm —mtr - 
you?
Answer: I am very ccrnf :rr r mu 
am satisfied that it is enough c _ e - n 
and take care of my farm?. 1 am -r 
from being a millicmilr;. rheugn.

As I told you defers. I mr -e a 
discotheque in Kingston which keep* me 
going. But apart free tmm 1 marage a 
football team, the Nat-ra. Youm.’ a 
youth team, and I am respemmie for 
providing their curfes, refresmemenz 
and firs* aid after maacr.es: for all the 11 
players in the team.
Question: W hat ere ycur ether •rceier? 
Answer: Oh. I uake care of m; biros mo 
dogs. I have “ guard dogs — all corer­
mans and Alsatums. And about 11 dif­
ferent kinds of budgerigas.
Question: B.Ycr rlcro dr you 
releasing a new and •* 
will the alatan rake?
Answer: I am -erkmg on a “ 
with a company called Shed 
And if I get a geed deal »tth 
pie I will d_<-_j5 with while 1 
the album will be marketer N geria.

I nrfver like to follow people S< 
although the style q;’ tnusic change

U’R?V. whose zeal name is Asniun
Beckford. d-Uwas a reggae super star 

in the international scene in the ’70s. He 
arrived Nigeria with a group of 50-odd 
artistes from the Wes: Indies who ate 
performing in Nigeria for one week and 
I got a chance to talk to him.
Question: Lately, particularly after the 
$eath of Bcb Marley who was one of 
your contemporaries in the music in­
dustry, you seemed to have given up on 
music. B hy’is. ro?
Answ er: I: wus re: a matter of give up. I 
just cool cut. because I have a sound 
system — a discotheque called ‘Stur-Gay 
Hifi’ in Kingston. •Aest) which another 
Jamaican interviewee said is one of the 
top clubs in Jamaica — and sometimes, 
I pay more attention to it.

Since my contract with Virgin 
Records expired. I wasn’t interested in 
any small recording company.
Question: How did you start your 
musical career, and how have you 
benefited from it?
Answer: As a youth, I always wanted 
to be something in life; not just ordinary 
me — someone somebody can look up 
to.

There was nothing more important to

small, the older people used to say

maacr.es


Books

Poetic heritage

. James Gibbs

s;i:

Where’s the 
action?

if one 
even if in

ling 
finish

The Lights on the Hill, 
By Garth St Omer, 
Heinemann, £3.50

of African Poetry, 
kpenho.

The Heritage oj 
B , Isidore Ok] 
Longman.

Students taking GCE and School 
Certificate m West Africa during 
this academic sear will find 
Isidore Okpewho's novel The 
Victims among the set texts. In

provide
: by his

---------— -wua •wnv VMILVUVII, IVlVtkllW »v» tl(V VtlWl lllllt tllC 

and rightly so, t<j his portrayal of present generation of younger 
women, who are merely vessels Caribbean writers expressed a 
for the hero’s sexual frustrations: level of bitterness unkown to his 
“Rosa was in her room in bed. At own generation. The fact that no 
first shepretended to resist. Then such debate ensued might well

■ AFRICAN CONCORD 2« NOVEMBER 1986

future years students may find his systei 
Anthology of African Poetry set. and si
fl is ‘designed for all students of 
African poetry in schools and 
colleges, especially those taking 
O-level and equivalent 
examinations'. Novels may come 
and go from the syllabus fairly 
quicklv. but anthologies tend to 
stick around Okpew ho could be 
boosting his income from sales to 
examination candidates for 
several years to come.

carelessly worn' (229); and the 
suggestion that the streamside 
grass on which his river bird 
perches was the ‘reed in the tide' 

•which gave J P Clark the title for 
his collection of poetry (229).

That reed had. I think, pushed 
its roots down into the mud. and 
moved, sensitively and distinctly 
in the tides, and currents and 
waves. Looking down into the ' 
water of life. Lean see it swaying 
this way and that, a more suitable 
image for a poet than the ‘hook’ 
on which the river bird sits ‘all day 
long.’ y

^The anthology brings together 
one hundred poems, some from 
the oral tradition, some from the 
presented wi'th "oS on each text 

[nd. when the poet can be 

'dOk^e»hons principle aims in fes-to the major topics Which 
^occupied this attention of 
h. r [n ooets whatever their 
AfTm of expression', and -to 

thToral traditional poetry of 
itCdeserved place both in 

Africall curriculum and in -Sh^^r
uniVtrchknmvrhandtheepicin 
research on . jniporIant m this 
^^"IrUbevotces

repress''’'^nJrns of African 

OO5 
^s"’-^a»sed 

bu;rm>K-s'"‘-'.,dt:"';s .o'which 
■ls meant to

•pro‘lucl"-g nent that deshabilie.' »Skh defined 
.cue ’'-[p )9i(i and “ord ® •oosetfinmg drei

she opened her legs and clasped 
him to her. He left the marks of 
his shoes all over the white 
sheet.”

All in all this is a depressing, 
inconsequential, irrelevant novel. 
One wonders why Heinemann 
bothered to reprint it.

Adcwale Maja-Pearce

Caribbean writers 
Against the clock 
As part of Caribbean Focus ’86, a 
three-day conference on 
Caribbean writing was recently 
held at the Commonwealth 
Institute in London, undoubtedly 
the highlight of a year devoted to 
art and culture from the 
Caribbean. Certainly it was the 
most august gathering of 
Caribbean novelists, poets and 
playwrights to be assembled 
under one roof. To say simply 
that it was about Caribbean 
writing is an understatement.

As with most conferences, 
particularly close attention was 
given to the clock, resulting in the 
endless passage of small slips of 
papej’ to speakers rather rudely 
being informed that they were 
intruding on someone else’s time. 
This produced one of the more 
memorable statements of the 
entire conference by James Berry, 
convenor of a workshop on Black 
British writing which, inevitably, 
began late. Berry’s remark that, 
since it was imperative that they 
conclude on time, this was the 
perfect justification for person to 
person exchanges, rather than 
immerse themselves into the 
hurlyburly of the organiser’s 
scheduling.

John Figueroa, the Jamaican 
poet and academic, seemed to 
have the most reasonable 
response to the limitations of the 
clock, noting with something less 
than mild indignation that since 
he had come so far to deliver a 
lecture, the courtesy was due him 
to be allowed to finish, 
particularly as he wasn't beii 
paid to do so. And indeed, f 
he did.

One thing the conference was 
not about, in any case, was the 
type of disagreements which 
writers come up against in regard 
to the meaning of what they write 
in relation to those for whom theii 
work is intended. Samuel Selvon, 

iled out by the author of the Lonely 
Londoners, seemed to p™* 
the opening for debate by h 
reference to the effect that 
present generation of younj 
Caribbean writers expre 
level of bitterness unko\ 
own ger 
such del

“He was a spectator, always on 
the fringe, from childhood, of the 
groups he mixed with. In the 
country they called him ‘ti beche' 
and in tbe town, when they had 
wished to hurt, ‘white nigger’. He 
was, could only have been, a 
spectator, supported by no weight 
of tradition or lineage ’ Thus is 
Stephenson, the central character 
in this short novel which was first 
published in 1968, described.

However sympathetic one 
might be to the notion that a 
novel doesn’t have to be about 
anything, it is certainly the case 
that where the central character is 
as passive as Stephenson, the 
absence of any action makes for 
tedious reading. A young man 
grows up on a small island m the 
West Indies; he gets a job as a 
teacher; he wins a scholarship to 
the university.

In the process of all this he 
meets, makes love to, and 
abandons a senes of women. The 
women themselves remain 
shadowy figures differentiated 
from each other merely by their 
Christian names: Thea, Laura. 
Rosa, Moira. They may as well be 
figments of Stephenson’s 
imagination for all it matters. 
Meanwhile, we are told nothing 
about the island and very little 
about Stephenson himself since 
the possibility of his growth 
through experience is ruled vuiy 
his very passivity. The novel is 
static.

Feminists will take objection, 
--,,i -•'-‘•‘ly jq, t0 his portrayal of 

who are merely vessels 
lero’s sexual frustrations:

195' T. I would much rather have 
had something from Kofi 
Anyidoho than the poems 
reproduced in Okpewho's 
anthology from Kwesi Brew and 
Atukwei Okai. But part of the 
interest in reading an anthology is 
to challenge the editor's selection.

In presenting the entries from 
the oral tradition. Okpewho 
occasionally includes comments 
by other scholars and provides 
brief referenceito his sources. 
But there is no-.apparatus for 

'•ematicalfyppinting teachers 
a»u students irrthe direction of 
further reading or supplementary 
material. Curious readers will find 
themselves creeping painfully 
through the srhall print of the . 
•permissions list' for 
enlightenment.

1 would have liked to know 
where to find ’■ecordings of the 
poems in their original languages, 
indeed selection could well have 
been affected by the existence of 
available recordings. The 
renditions of African oral poetry 
into English are frequently 
uninspiring, rarely the work of 
poets, or even of experienced 
translators. It would be a 
considerable advantage if 
could hear the'original. ca 
an unfamiliar language 

Preparing the notes on the 
poems must ha^e posed many 
problems. There arc few detailed 
studies oT African verse; there is a 
variety of opinion about meaning, 
backgrounu. and level of 
achievement. Many of 
Okpewho's notes are 
authoritative; teachers, lecturers 

UnU.C'io do" H*-‘ brings and school children will find them 
,ries illuminating But there are times

when they provide (inadvertently) 
provocative discussion starters 
rather than adequate annotation

I would challenge the 
follow mg: the definition of slag as 
•particles of crude iron (which 
are) beaten out from the metal as 
it is being knocked into shape" 
(187): the translation which 
includes cider' and then defines it 
as ‘beer locally brewed from 
cashew fruits' (200); the absence 
of a quotation from the protest 
song ‘We shall not be moved' as 
background to'Yc*... Mandela, we 
shall be moved' (21J-X); the 
explanation of the dash at the end 
of line 12 of ‘The Sweet Brew at 
Chitakale' (I don't think it 
indicates that the poet cannot 

complete-his observation because 
of the suddeu departure of the 
bus.' rather that we are meant to 
read in' the letting fall of the 

calabash. 200); the gloss on 
‘deshabille* j$*ch defines the ■ 

IwJilr.,.., -I-...
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WOMEN IN THE WORLD 
AN INTERNATIONAL ATLAS
Joni Seager & Ann Olson

Bringing together information and revealing 
fundamental issues as never before, this 
timely book shows what is happening to 
women, and where.

final, Guinea’s Hafia had a bright start 
in Conakry. But their 3—0 win was easi­
ly nullified by the Algerians.

Egypt, which has only qualified once 
for the World Youths Football finals, 
holds the aces. Assembled last January, 
the team had parts of its training in 
Europe. The team was fresh from a 
training tour of West Germany when 
they beat Ethiopia 4—0 last month and

since Rangers’ 1—3 loss to Mehalla Al- 
Kobra in 1975. Egypt were in 1977 
almost wiping off a 4—0 deficit when 
they took a 3—0 lead before Nigeria’s

THE GALA ATLAS OF 
PLANET MANAGEMENT

General Editor: Dr Norman Myers

If any book, can teach a nation how to 
control its collective self-interest, it is this 
one. Don’t just read it: buy it’ 
New Scientist.

0 330 28491 6

prompting last year’s African zone 
semi finalists to withdraw.

— Kunle Solaja

Egypt seeks home revenge
Nigeria’s Flying Eagles will face a vengeful Egyptian side on 
Friday.
■RGYPT, acknowledged as the cradle 
■L-Jof African football, enjoyed 
tremendous successes at the club level in 
the past half a decade. Two clubsides, 
Zamalek and El-Ahly National are 
already in the finals of the two continen­
tal clubs championships. But the na­
tional teams still continue to experience 
fluctuating fortunes.

The national team, after 25 years in 
the limbo, bounced back to win the Na­
tions Cup in Cairo last year. But the 
Under 21 team removed the icing ,rom 
the cake a fortnight ago when they 
crumbled miserably, 4-0 in Lagos. EgyP 
had experienced a similar■ heavy d f 
nine years ago in Lagos, 
has'nevere presTntTd^such a spineless 

S^bC.an5,-— X: 
Flying Eag cVlaN^dam Abdelhamid 
Badawi w “ho'leLh^deUg^i^emX 

that the E’y1'18^Nigeria.tBeut he chip- 
~come fr-N^ni^y ovcr 20

yCUke the national team 
21 squad is built around 8al^gb thc 
fro™ clubs whose fa who arc

wins in the Africa 2[ lcam Another
players in the tcam Zamalek and 
kTbidContra'ors account for three 

P1Bym^ea  ̂
glamour these clubs a admitlcd ,hc 
Manager, Omar 
technical 5U’’"'°1nside-Lcft. Nassr Ef- 
team. Except the B^c ’ in5piring solo 
fat who made,ionally, combined well 
moves, and °cc“^cnd and Haimayo a 
with Rasab ,-Ah^Hns did not play to 
Ahmed, the Egyi* tbcm bcal Ethiopia 
the form that

AFRICAN cun

Eagles: To face a vengeful Egyptian team?'

Godwin Uwelimo converted a spot kick. , 
Egyptian teams draw strength at the 

huge Nasser Stadium where support is 
best organised in the continent. But the 
trade mark of African football had been 
the ability to have tremendous recovery 
and wipe off heavy away goals. Ex­
amples could be gleaned from some past 
matches. The Nigerian Flying Eagles last 
year replied the Cameroon Lionceu’s 
3—0 win in Yaounde with 5— 1 massacre 
in Lagos.

Also, in December 1980, the Hying 
Eagles did not expect unpleasant sur­
prise in Tunisia after their 4—0 win in 
.ages.

But under thc chilly weather of the 
town of Sussie, Nigeria miserably lost 
1—4 • Foam cwaeh, Jdisavcic Tiko 
remarked then that it a team has the 
chance of wmmug at ho*wv u should do 
it well.

In another surprise result, Tonnerre 
Kalara of Cameroon nullified a 4—0 
defeat by 11CC two years ago. Such has 
been the characteristic of African foot­
ball. El-Alfi, one of the Egyptian of­
ficials has already promised a 5—0 
reprisal in Cairo. A major instrument, 
apart from the harsh weather, could be 
thc anticipated 100,000 Cairo crowd 
which easily unsettles opposing teams.

North African teams have never failed 
to exploit thc cold weather in the region 
against teams from thc tropics. Enugu 
Rangers were victims in 1976 when they 
met Mouloudia Challia in Algiers. In the

20 NOVEMBER I9H6
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Soccer:

through

Bayo Lawai, Sports MinisterI
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and, sadly, through an own goal. That 
was a national team in every sense of the 
word, complete — and formidable — in 
every department of the game. Even the 
1980 cup of Nations winning team can­
not be compared to that squad.

Many sports enthusiasts interviewed 
cited poor coaching, selfishness of 
players and lack of facilities as reasons 
for the declining standard. Mitchell Obi 
the Guardian’s sports editor, told 
African Concord that “there is a struc­
tural problem which must first be iden­
tified, corrected and even perfected’’ 
Mr. Obi cites the lack of facilities such as 
good pitches, training equipment and 
well equipped gyms as part of this struc­
tural deficiency.

The issue of good playing grounds has 
been raised many times by Segun 
Odcgbami, one of the stars that lit the 
sky of Nigeria’s football in the 70s and 

his column in the 
issue of Complete 

■eteran footballer argued 
:e of a good pitch “lies 
ive contribution to ex­
control, fine runs and 

J or- 
the 

lamdi

early 80s. In 
August/Septembcr 
Football, the veter 
that the essence of a good pitcl 
with its positive contribution 
ecuting good control, fine runs 
previously planned and rehearsed 
chestrated movements'’. Except 
lushy Liberty Stadium, the Nn< 
Azikiwe Stadium, and the National 
Stadium on its good day, other football 
pitches in the country’s stadia are only 
fit for horse ridding. “A player’s con­
centration’*. Odcgbami reasons “should

be on what to do with the ball when it 
comes to him, not how to put it under 
control’’.

The non-availability of stamina­
building machines, and such like equip­
ment are other handicaps to the growth 
of soccer in Nigeria. The consensus is 
that our coaches lack the intellectual 
capacities to cope with the sophistication 
and complexities in modern day soccer. 
It is believed that it is why they have 
been unable to impart any new 
knowledge into their teams. The irony 
today is that the game pays more now 
that its standard is falling.

Some coaches earn as 
N25,000.00 yearly, a figure 
colleagues in the past couldn 
earning for five years. Some others arc 
winning fantastic offers ranging from 
N30.000 to N75.000. Even when master 
footballers like Odegbami could only 
boast of N6.000 after ten years of 
dedicated service to the I ICC, today’s 
players despite their mediocrity are 
fcred cars as incentives to join t 
clubs. Some of them are earnin" 
much as N30.000 per annum.
quently the country’s football seem to be 
lying at the middle road between 
amateaurism and professionalism.

The underlying belief is that given the 
appropriate material incentives, players 
will perform better. That is why philan- 
tropic sports lovers promise players 
various categories of gifts ranging from 
cash to cars or houses as incentives. The 
competition among the top clubs to sign 
the few players who have exhibited 
flashes of brilliance has caused some 
players to be overpriced. Not many peo­
ple for instance understood UCC’s ra­
tionale to lure Samson Ozogula to its 
fold in the 1985 season with a peugeot 
505 car. Though in devastating form 
when the offer was made, Ozogula was 
never worth that much. Mr. Mitchell 
Obi says the overpricing of players arose 
from the attitude of our coaches “who 
do not want to do the job with an eye for 
the future of the game. They are more 
concerned with winning at the moment, 
instead of giving depth to their game, 
they shop for players who have shown 
some traces of brilliance.’’

But there is a public yearn for im­
provement in our football. Majority of 
the sports enthusiasts interviewed say 
professionalism will bring out best in 
Nigeria’s soccer. For Mr. Obi, with pro­
fessionalism, a club will think of having 
its own pitch, training facilities and a 
gym equipped with the latest technology.

Our coaches definitely need a reorien­
tation. Presently, they are just feeding 
fat on their employers money without 
producing positive results. They need 
more training and education to ap­
preciate that there is a whole world of 
technology in present-day football. 
Training docs not just consist of making 
players run around the pitch.

AFRICAN CONCORD 20 NOVEMBER 1986

‘We lack finesse..’
Jackson Ekwugum examines a number of factors militating 
against soccer in Nigeria.

I HE lucrative business which foot- 
x ball in Nigeria has turned stands at 

variance with the sharp decline in the’ 
standard of the game. No where was this 
deficiency more glaring than in the 
recently concluded Challenge Cup 
series.

Of the four teams that reached the 
semi-final, three of them — Abiola 
Babes, Leventis and Iwuanvawu Na­
tionale—are believed to represent the 
best in Nigeria’s football. Besides being 
funded by powerful financial private 
organisations, the three teams have a 
good crop of talents in their folds. 
Despite these, the finals were all feet and 
no feat. There was a total painful 
absence of finesse, skilful displays and 
the sweet, dreamy mind uplifting ap­
proach to the game that makes football 
the world’s number one sport.

The final which featured Leventis and 
Abiola — first and runners up in the 
premier league respectively — looked 
anything but a final. It was devoid of the 
terrific rebounds, powerful drives, pail 
biting misses, the spectacular saves and 
the magical moments that add to the 
beauty and excitement of the game of 
football.

The football purist’s dgony was 
pounded when the better side 
Perhaps that Abiola Babes lost i..__
immcmorable final in which they 
dominated for most of the 90 minutes 
encounter underscores the lack of depth 
in our game. Goals arc oftentimes not 
the result of previously well rehearsed 
and co-ordinated build-ups but of chao­
tic goal mouth scrambles. Just like in 
the National League, the Challenge Cup 
was spcctable of unfancy amateaur kick- 
abouts; the players just clear the ball off 
their dangerous zones and expect mother 
luck to put in the goals for them. There 
is no pattern, no flair, no depth, no 
uniformity. The fans who throng the 
stadium as early as 1! a.m. each time 
there is a big match do not gel value for 
their money — and time.

Our players and coaches do not seem 
to realise that the days of the long expec­
tant lobs arc over in football. It explains 
why on the international scene we have 
remained good, hardy triers. We may 
win a championship or two but we still 
lack the finesse, the glamour and the tac­
tical approach which are the trademarks 
of champions. ...............

The astute football fan m Nigeria will 
tell you the only national team we have 
had was the 1976 squad that narrowly 
missed the 1978 World cup in Argentina, 
48
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Rufai’s likely return.
A Trojan at the goal post, Peter Rufai, now in Benin Republic,

c concedes the top ranx 
>no. "He is , 1= £

decljtej B .
■w reached 
f ' ,hc fJtionj.

most
which involved Dragon 
Cote D’Ivoire, Central 
Aiglion (CARA) of Cor 
Agaza of Togo. It endec 
with hosts. Dragon, v...v.e...e r ■ „nn

Because of these tournaments. Rufat con­
tended that he was not competiti 
•‘It could have been the same if I 
Cote D’Ivoire, Ghana or Cameroon 
clubside. Dragon, may not easily > 
i„ ,he continent, but they made a 
t.„,h into the final of the African

LIUU5IUS-. ux.-e----- -  -
in the continent, but the) 
berth into the final of t...

^-rtmen.

the only ones who have turned proTe^c- . 
Europe.

Rufai easily 
Thomas N’Kor 
world of goalkeeping”, he 
Rufai asserted that he has « 
peak yet. His last outing f 
team, and incidentally his most duap^T^ 
ing match was last July at the ELM in‘* 
Stadium in Tunis. Rufai kept a clean "is*4 
Lagos. Nigeria managed a lone goal win ° 'n

Back in Tunis, the North Africans n ii 
the goal in 30 minutes. Peter RUfaj cola 
understand what happened on th! - n°: 
night of July 20. The attack . ,a,e,ul 
ordinated. The defence was in disar S Unco- 
was, no doubt, badly protected bv 
footed defenders. Jeridi Bassam h t Cla>- 
day. hitting the back of the net twf/ 4 
eighth and 29th minutes. Rufai «n the 
famous yellow shirt and black 4 ,n h>s 
almost shouted himself hoars lr°Users 
persistently called on defenders fOrC. as he

Defenders in his team have Of. ’*°vcr. 
unprotected—the result of the UnJ.n ,ef« I 
fidence they have in him. But 
occasions like the Tunisian ma: k” s- 
another one involving Stores. hki and 
dearly. ' ”

In the tinal of the 19gI Afn — 
Cup asmrnt Union Spont,C'C?? »to,. 
Cameroon. Rural mgoal f«St« 
under pressure. He had come o,„ '•'“■Un °f

sc<krelatively unknown ’' Fcmo' 

ruwa Then another plunge 
e crossed the border to play 

siastic soccer nation of Benin.
His Beninois clubsidc. Dragon L’Oueme, 

'ormed as an amalgam of three clubs of 
Eto'lc, Asso and PTT, had captured the 
Coupe du Benin, the equivalent of the 
Nigerian Challenge Cup. With the season m 
Benin ending this month. Dragons, parading 
four other Nigerians, arc five points ahead 
•he two other league title contenders. Les 
Requins and Borgou. Rufai has kept a clean 
slate so far in the season. He has been over­
stretched in the season as the reserve go 
keeper, Gomaria Jean-Louis had been lai 
due to injury.

The erstwhile Green Eagles first cho * 
goalkeeper was at the National Stadium 
watch the quarter final encounter c 

Nigeria and Egypt. He left the stadium with 
high impression of the standard of Nigcri 
football. "The defence fascinates me most. 
He argued that if the defence had blundcre . 
especially in the opening minutes when 
Egyptians were daring, the scoreline mi 
have not been as comfortable. The req 
sorties kept the Egyptians at bay.

It still beats the imagination ot soceef 
pundits why Rufai chose to continue 

his carer; ”, adm„.ed lha< !'■«?''“"hrm fiw 
play is lower in the country of les. | 
million people. Rufai’s movement w. ‘ ost. 
not mainly on monetary gains, bu 
his talents in the tiny country. c’ , ll(s in 
that there are international “’"J1 ‘ . .va|s. 
Benin at about four or five moiit r» ' (

The latest was the Marlboro I 
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recently sal b(.cn h's program"1**’ 
a,,hOOB vaffec‘ l”s°? Afnc^ had 
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been ,n^rJcSl Oged^ against A,J|H July 
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dashed. .deci «|,i‘ „a| career c0nti- 
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final of the 
Union

Cameroon. Rufai in g< 
under pressure. Hc ha 
hero of the first leg In uoum’ 
saved a penalty kick to stalc^e 
0—0. te ScOr * he

Book makers easily tipped _
cup in the return match But °rCs fo 
happened. Ekoule Ekoule struck* 
five minutes to put the v,iit^ ^icc 
goals. Rufai was earned off ,JS up 
Rufai out. the laxity ln th Pu^ t\K 
appeal’d as every one 8av' ^f • \Vj "

Tunisia was Che mos. disa„_„'rii‘leh’ '"''1 

x:b‘m^r^"Ta^A^:<:^ 
controversial penalty kick V b-K'k v 

'"At half lime, the wh ''

Stephen Kesht and pCI » b|a h A
would listen to our exp, Rut ''e “It 
sO much that Keshi burst t 0"' 
the attnbutes of good lj> e?" 

Rufe heeded his eour^'^’Per '' 
3b,e to draw kve! m\he'‘,^lt''^'a^r4

„,ed in He parned Saleh''“in •» »’ t

Although Peter Rufai • 
gumend that he ts c«m,’>> h '

may lace his boots once more for a Nigerian club.
P^T^l-iSHED as a good successor to

p 3 a a^,er h|S retirement few years ago 
uoall ClCr Rufa*~°ne of the burgeoning 
b . ccPers m the continent. A fine distri- 
j.ee_r ° l^e Ball, Rufai is a creative goal- 
AnoML*"Osc sbarp reflexes and lone reach 
cn?" c him make difficult saves.
.In IS maJ°r attribute lies in the ability to

P Penalty kicks. In 1981 when he had his 
duri lnt^rnal‘°nal experience with Stores 
.... 8 ,he African Winners Cup, Rufai was 

“rumcntal to the club’s berth to the final.

aea spcctacular penalty kick saves 
CAPR1 A’S- Bengazi in Tripoli, Zimbabwe’s 
.Cr> United in Laeos and Union Sportive 
•wouah m Yaounde.
kicL-Ul spectacular of his penalty

k saves-were in 1983 at Rabat. Morocco.
“ ai saved two penally kiote< to give Nigeria 

.□-7^ Win *n the last qualifying match for the
84 African Nations Cup finals. It was the 

ma,ch m Rabat that gave Rufai international 
Cognition.

But in the past two years, Rufai escaped 
e glare of international attention. First, hc 

moved from Stationery Stores of Lagos to a
Scorpion of

into obscurity: 
in an unenthu-
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AKeem Olajuwon
annoyed by behaviour of journalists in 
Nigeria today. “Some journalists mor­
tage their conscience for pittance and 
thmk nothing of it. That is why people’ 
outside the profession see us as never- 
uo-wells.

Twenty-nine year old Dele, who also 
holds a master’s degree in International 
Relations and Strategic Studies says of 
himself: “I am a moralist, not an 
ideologue”. And he feels that the quality 
of human beings operating our various 
system must be transformed if any 
system we operate must work.

ON THE RECORD
pl UNMI Adams, senior producer, Voice of Nigeria on her 

record ‘Kuzo Kuji Nijeriya’: “It will soon be released, 
after being delayed for some time due to unforsecn circums­
tances.”

Slinger Fransisco a.k.a Might Sparrow
ENTER the Mighty Sparrow - only 
J—< 1.75 metres tall. That made 
somebody moan: “I can’t see anything 
mighty about him.” Perhaps that fellow 
doesn’t know him well enough. When 
the Sparrow, whose real name is Slinger 
Fransisco, 51, takes to the stage, he 
literarily tears the whole house down.

Now it’s okay for him to do that, Dui 
30 years ago when he first started, his 
late father nearly didn’t allow him to 
continue. He was born in Grenada but 
his family moved to Trinidad when he 
was just 1. There, nearly everybody 
could dance, sing, act or play music. So, 
he grew up wanting to be a musician. 
But when he told his father, he iookedat 
him and said: “your voice sounds good, 
and you’re not bad looking... but No, 
you’re not going to be a musician. 
You’re going to be a doctor.” But the 
more pressure he put on, the more deter­
mined Slinger became, until at 20 when 
he could make his own decision, he 
became a full-time musician.

‘Jean and Dinah’ was his first hit song 
in 1956. Then hits like ‘Mr. Walker, 
‘Village Ram’,‘Man in the Queen s 
Bedroom,’ ‘Coke (cocaine) is not it 
‘I’m Afraid of the AIDS,’ and 'Invade 
South Africa’, have made him burst 
many charts.

He is married to Margaret and they 
have children,: Karen, Michelle, Tony, 
Leon, Gina, Sergio and Alicia.

— Ademola Oguntayo
— Dimeji Poopola

Dele Oke
-rjOR Dele Oke the erudite Editor, Current 
JT Affairs, N1A, Jos, being in broad­
cast journalism was purely accidental. 
Although during his undergraduate days 
at the Bayero University, Kano, he was 
Editor-in-Chief of two campus publica­
tions, the MEETA magazine and the 
SPECTRUM, he never say this as a 
pointer to his current vocation.

His discipline was English and his love 
was drama. He had written, produced 
and staged two plays as a student in the 
university. So when the time came to 
look for work, he applied to the drama 
unit of the NTA. But at the interview, 
according to him, the GM of NTA, Jos 
decided on the basis of his past output 
and employed him to the News and Cur­
rent Affairs Division.

Dele sees his job as highly demanding 
because he has to create topic for discus­
sion, go into research, meet people and - 
like a connoisseur, choose his guests. 
“This unit is the intellectual unit of the 
television station”. He says “people see 
you as very well informed and infact you 
are because you’re bound to do a lot of 
research”.

uk nroductions over the years include 
legal angle. NIGERIA today, 
TALKING POINT and the political 
programme: FACE THE PRESS. His 
most successful production,he says was 
the long running documentary: 
ASSIGNMENT.

He thinks journalists in Nigeria are 
relatively freer than anywhere in the 
developing world and that although the 
Buhari’s era marked a turning point in 
the history °f journalism journalists 
nonetheless “had a fairer deal . He is 
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W ITH Akeem still on top out there, 
in the USA, we might all as well 

a„lon8 snooze and sweet dreams — 
or dollars (of course), and at SFEM 

to°/ Becau$e the big-league 
h;<? na^ basketbailer is making even 
Digger leaps in pay cheques and laurels.

hnc^n-^P°r.s.ed'lor of Voice of America 
f h,m ’ see ^yo^ out 

there who can challenge him . Not Ab- 
MJioKareem -Jabar... Not Moses 

J?-C- nobody.” Akeem Olajuwon 
the r S iteam’the Houst°n Rockets into 
I raoi na s °J lhc -National Basketball 

ague in the last season just ended, 
na«;O’.VJy losing to the Boston Celtics. 
Jinl, Olson is JO ’moressed, he has 
numkFed olaJuwon, ’ “the wOL’d’s 
number one basketball player today.”
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We are the best in Hair Care 
Products. The quality of our 
Product is unsurpassed 
by any other, ’cause we never 
forget you have a choice.

WE ARE THE 
INTERNATIONALLY 
ACCLAIMED

conoitiokDJ_,

Bodija, ] 
Nigeria

Donnak Ac Co (Nig ) 
Enterprises
35 Breadfruit Stree 
(Off Balogun Mark^., 
Lagoa. Nigeria

K'S

Gemini Salon and Beauty Clinic.
Plot 1A Kongi Layout.

Ibadan.

S“A7pR‘lkcVco’SMET.CS 
3712 West 54th Street. 
Los Angeles. California. 
900-43 USA 
Tel (213) 292 0732'8049 
Telex 691521 SAHARA LSA

United Kingdom Distributors 
HOLLYWOOD CURL LTD. 
296 Kilburn High Road. 
London NW6. England 
Tel: (01) 328 8101

PS SAHNEY Ac CO LTD .
(Import Ac Export).
19 Uxbridge Road.
Shepherds Bush. 
London Wl2

/ Tel: (01) 743 0206

Visit nur International Hairdressing Salon, specialising in all phases of beautv at:


