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PDP suspends
Masari, Odill,

Nnamani

Working Committee (NWC) suspended

By Muideen Olaniyi

NINETEEN leaders of the PDP Reform
Forum who have been campaigning in
recent weeks for the sack ofthe ruling Peo-
ples Democratic Partys national chairman
Prince Vincent Ogbulafor themselves got
axed yesterday when the party’s National

them for anti-party activities.

Chief among those suspended were

former House of Representatives Speaker
Aminu Bello Masari, former Senate Presi-
dent Ken Nnamani and former Rivers State
governor Dr. Peter Odili. Also suspended
were former Senate President Adolphus

Wabara, former Abia State gubernatorial
candidate ChiefOnyema Ugochukwu, Chief
Tony Ukasanya, ChiefSunny Iroche, Senator
Emmanuel Agboti, Senator Sylvanus Ngele,
Senator Ifeanyichukwu Ararume, former
Imo State governor Chief Achike Udenwa,
former presidential contender ChiefRochas
Continued on page 5
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FROM left: Former Speaker, House of Representatives Aminu Bello Masari, former Senate President Ken Nnamani and former
Health Minister, Professor A.B.C Nwosu, atthe People's Democratic Party Reform Forum meeting held in Abuja yesterday.
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Northern govs
tell Plateau

Put aside
Indigenes,
settlers

By Andrew Agbese, Jos

THE various communities in Plateau State
should put the past behind them and for-
give one another for what happened in
recent years while the vexed indigene/
settler question should henceforth be
deemphasised since the constitution of
Nigeria guarantees to anybody who has
lived in aparticular state all the privileges
of an indigene, the Northern Governors

The governors agreed
to create confidence
among the populace
such that people
residing in any state
would have confi-
dence in their leaders

Forum declared yesterday after a crucial
peace meeting in Jos.

Itwas the first time in memory that the
Northern Governors held a meeting out-
side Kaduna, the old capital ofthe North.
Yesterday’s meeting was attended by nine
governors from Plateau, Kaduna, Niger,
Sokoto, Jigawa, Kebbi, Kwara, Kogi and
Taraba as well as the deputy governors of
Kano and Yobe States. The meeting lasted
more than four hours.

The governors said they agreed that
all the suspects arrested in connection
with the Jos crises be tried in a Federal
High Court. Sokoto State Governor Aliyu

Continued on page 5
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Military discovers more corpses

from Riyom highway attack

From Ahmed Mohammedan &
Mahmud Lalo,Jos

THE Joint military special Task
Force (JTF) set up by the Fed-
eral Government to help restore
peace in Plateau State has discov-
ered more corpses buried in the
bush in Riyom Local Government

Gam'swill:

Area of the state after Tuesdays
attack by youths on the Riyom
highway resulting in the death of
seven persons who were passing
through the area.

Their bodies were buried in
a bush by the killers but security
operatives yesterday dug out them

Trusteesto preserve
Institutions

From Benjamin Auta, Lagos

THE will of late Gani Fwehinmi
was yesterday read to members
of his family with the first son,
Mohammed Fawehinmi, saying
institutions left behind by the late
legal icon would be maintained by
the trustees.

He added that he could not
make the Will public until he
had secured the certified true
copy but identified the Trustees
as First Trustees, Union Trustees
and UBA Trustees.

“I have to read it (Will) before
lam ableto giveyou details. There

is a difference between listening
and reading, and they are also
intertwined” he told newsmen.

The reading ofthe Will which
was handled by the Tayo Oyetobo
Chambers coincided with Ganis
birthday as he instructed before
he died.

As part of an elaborate cer-
emony in honour of the latelegal
icon, 40 students were given
N100,000 each in form of schol-
arships at his chamber in Ikeja.
Mohammed led the family mem-
bers including the two wives,
Ganiya and Abike and 10 of his
15 children to the registry.

Emir urges intensified attack

against polio

EMIR of Zaria Alhaji Shehu Idris
yesterday urged traditional insti-
tutions in the state to collaborate
and play an active role in ensuring
the total eradication ofpolio.

Idris, who is also the Chair-
man, Kaduna State Council of
Emirs and Chiefs, made the call
in his palace at a meeting with the
states Task Force on Polio Eradi-
cation.

The emir, who was repre-
sented by Chief of Kagoro, Mr
Ufuwai Bonet, urged the tradi-
tional institutions to prevail on
their subjects to support polio
eradication exercise to record 100
per cent success.

He noted with regretthat once
achild was infected, even ifhe was
lucky to be alive, he would suffer
for the rest ofhis life.

Idris urged the traditional
institutions to intensify efforts at
creating awareness among their
subjects to put an end to the rejec-
tion ofpolio vaccine, especially in
northern Kaduna area.

The Chairman, Kaduna State
Action Committee on Immuni-
sation, Alhaji Mustapha Jumare,
said every child in the state would
be immunised in the next round
of polio exercise. He urged stake-
holders not to relent in their
efforts, adding that the success of
the exercise required a collective
approach.

Delivering alecture on immu-
nisation status in Kaduna State,

Malam Lawal Abubakar stressed
the need for local government
areas with high risk of wild polio
virus to intensify efforts at elimi-
nating the disease. He said the
programme was aimed at ensur-
ing that the last child in the state
was immunised.

Lawal commended traditional
rulers for supporting the exercise,
which he said had yielded a posi-
tive result in recent years.

"It is gratifying that through
the cooperation of traditional
rulers, no case of polio has been
reported in the state since 2009.
The percentage of missed chil-
dren last year was 4.3 per cent as
against the required 10 per cent.
This has earned the state credibil-
ity among other states,” he added.
(NAN)

"He urged stake-

iholders notto
relentin their
efforts, adding
that the success
ofthe exercise
required a col-
lective approach

and took them to Jos township.

Police Public Relations officer
ASP Mohammed Lerama said
police and Army personnel went
to the areaunder ajoint operation
with police sniffer dogs yesterday
and discovered more bodies in
two graves.

Assistant Army Public Rela-
tions Officer Lieutenant Colonel
Galadima Shekari referred our
correspondents to Colonel Kay-
ode Ogundele, the Special Task
Force Operational Officer, who
confirmed the discovery but did
not give the number of bodies

found.

The discovery came as North-
ern governors met in Jos yester-
day to discuss an ultimate end to
the recurrent violent crises in Jos
and environs as they affect their
people and pose threat to regional
and national security.
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[ACTING President Good luck Jonathan signing the 2010 budget in Abuja yesterday.

19 die In Niger auto crash

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

NINETEEN people died Ilate
Tuesday along the Tegina- Lagos
highway in Niger State after a
head-on collision between two
commuter buses. The police and
FRSC are however not in agree-
ment on the casualty figure.

The two vehicles according to
witnesses ran into each other in
the pot-hole ridden Tegina road
killing 19 persons on the spot.

lliyasu, a witness, said there
was no way the two vehicles could
avoid each other as both ofthem
were on top speed , adding that
coupled with the bad road full

of pot-holes, both drivers had
no chance of manipulating their
vehicles to safety.

The Niger State police spokes-
man said yesterday in Minna that
19 persons died in the crash, add-
ing that among the dead were two
NYSC members.

He said 25 persons were taken
to the Federal Medical Centres in
Kontagora and Kagara for treat-
ment as they all suffered various
degrees of injury. The corpses
of the dead were deposited in
the mortuary for identification,
he said. Meanwhile, the sec-
tor commander ofthe FRSC Mr
Emmanuel Omotosho Abbe dif-

fered on the casualty figure, say-
ing contrary to the police report
which said 19 persons died, his
men only recovered eight bodies.

He blamed the accident on
over-speeding, saying ifthe driv-
ers had maintained the safety
speed limit the carnage would
have been avoided. “Eight peo-
ple have been confirmed dead
as some people have been taken
to the hospital for treatment on
their injuries”, he said.

He said" efforts would be
intensified on the campaign for
safety in the state as the FRSC
would deal with violators of traf-
fic rules.

Spouse's uncaring attitude breaks
16-year-old marriage

AN Ibadan Grade C Custom-
ary Court yesterday dissolved the
16-year-old marriage between a
trader, Sekinat Yusufand her hus-
band, Taofeek Yusuf, on the grounds
that the latter was uncaring.

Sekinat, who filed for the divorce,
told the court that her spouse was
not only uncaring but was fond of
beating her.

She said he once beat her to the
point that she could not go out for
twoweeks and that he alsoextended
his aggression on their children.
Sekinat said her husband accused
herofdating their landlord because
he advised him totreather properly.

Shetold the courtthataftertheir
landlords advice, Yusufcame to the
house to pack all their property

without her knowledge. Yusufwas
howevernotincourtinspiteofbeing
served courtsummons on twoocca-
sions. The Presidentofthe Custom-
ary Court, Mr Olayinka Owoade,
dissolved the marriage and awarded
the custody of their four children
to Sekinat He ordered Yusufto be
paying N 3,000 for the upkeep ofthe
youngest child. (NAN).
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FG to take $5bn
foreign loan

ByTurakiA.Hassan

THE Federal Government is to borrow the total sum of$5.2
billion from foreign bodies to finance the deficit in the 2010
budget that was signed into law yesterday by Acting Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan.

Deputy Speaker df the House of Representatives Usman
Bayero Nafada made this known during the debate on the
request ofthe Acting President to borrow $1 billion from
the World Bank.

The House approved the request by the government to
collect $915million out ofthe $5.2 billion borrowing plan of
the federal government from the World Bank.

This provoked members of the opposition All Nigeria
Peoples Party (ANPP) who staged a walkout on the House
in protest

Rep. Ita Enang (PDP), chairman Rules and Business
committee, said the Actestablishing the Debt Management
Office (DMO) allows the government to borrow and that it
was part o fthe financing item ofthe 2010 budget approved
by the National Assembly.

Minority Leader Rep. Muhammed Ali Ndume (ANPP,
Bomo) and his colleagues expressed stiffopposition to the
loan and when it appears to them that the leadership ofthe
House was benton approving the request, the ANPP mem-
bers left the chamber shortly after the request was approved
through acontroversial voice vote under thewatch o f Deputy
Speaker Usman Bayero Nafada who presided over the day’
session.

Briefing newsmen after theywalked out, Rep. Ndume said
history will bear them witness that they were not a party
to the decision that will mortgage the future Nigerians yet
unborn.

Jonathan had in a letter to the Speakerofthe House sought
approval to borrow the sum 0f$915 million from the World
Bank in order to finance the 2010budget deficit

The letter reads in part, “The World Bank Portfolio of
the facilitiestotaling $915million out o fwhich $179 million
would be drawn in fiscal 2010, is of particular essence as it
would be deployed to Urban Water and Transport, Human
Capacity Development and Power infrastructure projects

across the country” ] o
The iihul budget tiWKHin nftc n*i\t ftuaget swod at isi,>

trillion nairawhile the whole budget is N4.06 trillion.

Reps fail to vote on
constitution

ByTnki/LHassaa

THE House o fRepresentativesyesterday failed to commence
electronic vote on the proposed amendments ofthe 1999
constitution asearlier scheduled.

Deputy Speaker Usman Bayero Nafada had announced
that the lower legislative chamber will vote electronically
on the amendments assuring that the electronic voting
machines in the House chamber have been repaired.

However, atthe beginning ofthe plenary session the law-
makers went into dosed door meeting which lasted two
hours after which Nafada announced that they have post-
poned voting to next Tuesday.

Daily Trust gathered that the electronic voting machines
have not been repaired, while some members deliberately
absented themselves from the sitting.

A total 0240 out o fthe 360 members have to be present
and vote yesto each o fthe dauses under review for itto meet
the required number for amendment to any section ofthe
constitution.

Last Tuesday, the House had to adjourn and postponed
debate on the amendments because only nine ofthe mem-
bers present had acopy ofthe report

When the House passes its own version, they have to har-
monise position with the Senate afterwhich the amendments
can be transmitted to the 36 state Houses erf Assembly for
endorsement before the amendment could be effected.

Friday, April 23,
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CHAIRMAN, National Agency for Control for AIDS (NACA) Professor Umaru Shehu (left) with Emir of Shonga
Alhaji Dahiru Yahaya who is also Chairman, National Primary Health Care Development Agency, during the
50th anniversary celebration of Nigerian Medical Association in Abuja, yesterday.

FGdenies $1bnloanas
Jonathan signs 2010 budget

By Mohammed S Shehu

ACTING President Goodluck Jonathan yesterday signed in
to law N4.6 trillion budget for 2010 just as Finance Minister
Olusegun Aganga denied taking $bn loan from the World
Bank to finance an expected defidt in the budget.

Agangasaid the Federal Government intended to fund the
budget deficit ofabout N 1.53 trillion by selling government’s
assets and domestic borrowing.

“We are not borrowing a $bn to fund the budget, I think
what they are referring to is something which we are working
with the World Bank on and the World Bank as you know
helpsanumber ofdeveloping countriesand that isjustaquan-
tification ofthe work they are doing which isbroken down to
quite a fewsegments, maybe eight or nine ofthem. So itisnot
one billion dollars borrowing upfront, itdoesntwork like that.
Ithas nothing to do with the budget.

Agangasaid the government isalso looking at other sources
ofrevenue including raising a bond this year and going to the
international capital market adding that the budget deficit is
growingatan alarming rate.

While signing the budget in the Presidential Villa, Abuja,
Jonathan said the 2010 budget will accelerate Nigeria’ eco-
nomic recovery through targeted fiscal interventions aimed
at stimulating the economy, sustaining private sector growth

Security fund underway, says Jonathan

ACTING President Goodluck Jonathan said yesterday that a
special hind to combat security in the country is to be created
soon. A statementbyhisspokesman ImaNiborosaid Jonathan
made this known during a visit o f the South-East traditional
rulersled byits Chairman, EzeDtCktuslkechukwullornuaya,

atthe State House, Abuja

Jonathan said governmentisaware ofthe security challenges
facingthe country and isdetermined to tackle it noted that no
investorwould beencouraged to investinthe country ifsecurity
isnot guaranteed.

Hesaid the fund would be used to acquire superiorweaponry
aswell as technology for improved intelligence.

and enhancing the pace of national development

The ceremonywaswitnessed by the Presidentofthe Senate,
Senator David Mark, deputy Speaker ofthe House of Repre-
sentatives, Usman Bayero Nafada, the Deputy Senate Presi-
dent, Senator Ike Ekweremadu, as well as other leaders ofthe
National Assembly.

The budgetwas predicated on governmentseconomic out-
look for the fiscal year including oil production capacity of
2.35m barrels per day, oil price benchmark of$67 per barrel
and an average exchange rate ofN150to the US dollar.

The budget includes N1.85 trillion for capital expenditure
and N2.077 trillion for recurrent, non-debt expenditure.

Jonathan said increased emphasis will be placed on monitor-
ingthe deliverablesofMDAsbytrackingthe outputofthe finan-
dal and other resources appropriated under their stewardship.

“In this regard, the office ofthe Hoa Minister for Special
Duties will be structured and empowered to undertake the
task of monitoring and evaluation ofall government projects
and activities,” he said.

He thanked both Chambers ofthe National Assembly for
their contribution to the budgeting processes.

A budget proposal of N4.4trillion was presented to the
National Assembly in November 2009, which the Legislature
reviewed and passed an Appropriation BillofN4.6trillion with
adefidtofN 1.52trillion or 4.66% ofGDP.

He also expressed concern over the erosion problem in the
south-eastand promised thatthe menace would be tackled with
input from the ecological fund.

On the Amnesty programme in the Niger- Delta, Jonathan
restated government’resolveto guarantee its implementation.
He also assured the traditional rulers that the presentadmin-
istration isdetermined to conduct ciWible elections in 2011.
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Alleged fraud:
Ogbulafortobe

arraigned on Monday

By Atika Balal &John Chuks Azu

NATIONAL Chairman of the Peo-
ples Democratic Party (PDP) Prince
Vincent Ogbulafor will be arraigned
before a Federal Capital Territory
(FCT) High Court on Monday over
allegations of fraud.

Ogbulafor and four others are
facing a 16 count charge proffered
against them by the Independent
and Corrupt Practices Commission
(ICPC) for fraudulently paying the
sum ofN 104 million for non-existent
contracts.

The other accused persons are
a former Secretary and Member of
the National Economic Intelligence

Committee (NEIC), Emeka Ebilah, a
former Director, Budget Implemen-
tation, Federal Ministry of Finance,
Mr. Emmanuel C. Bosah, Mr. Henry
Ikoh and Jude Nwokoro.

In one ofthe charges, the accused
persons were said to have allegedly
conspired to use NEICs contract ver-
ification panel to verify a fictitious
contract purportedly executed on
behalfofthe Federal Government.

Ogbulafor is also being accused
of using his former office (Minister
of Special Duties) to confer corrupt
advantage upon himselfby fraudu-
lently receiving the sum of Nil.5
million as payment for the fictitious
contract. He will answer to 12 out

DAILY TRUST

of the 16 count charge filed against
them.

The accused persons are to appear
before Justice Ishaq Bello.

However, a reliable source in the
High Court confided in Daily Trust
that the Prosecution will only be fil-
ing an application ofleave to prepare
charge against the accused persons
on Monday, adding that the actual
case is expected to commence on the
date the matter is adjourned.

Legal Adviser of the PDP Chief
Olusola Oke also said that Ogbula-
for has not been formally served. He
said when informed, the chairman
has the capacity to arrange a capable
legal team for his defence.

GOVERNOR Ibrahim Gaidam of Yobe State (left) with Minister of Police Affairs Adamu Maina Waziri when the minis-
ter visited Government House, Damaturu, yesterday.

Gaidam endorsed me as minister, says Waziri

From Hamza Idris, Damaturu

MINISTER of Police Affairs Alhaji
Adamu Maina Waziri yesterday
said he was reappointed by acting
President Goodluck Jonathan after
Governor Ibrahim Gaidam, a mem-
ber of the All Nigeria Peoples Party
(ANPP), gave him a clean bill.
Waziri, afounding member ofthe
Peoples Democratic Party (PDP),
who entered the Yobe State Govern-
ment House for the first time in more
than ten years, described Gaidam as a
leader with unique human relations
who have introduced maturity in the
political equation of Yobe State.
“When acting President Good-
luck Jonathan intimated Gaidam that
he will re-appoint me as a minister,

the governor gave his support with-
out any resistance even though we are
from different political affiliation. In
fact, he (the governor) also sent me
congratulatory messages after my
confirmation” the minister said.

Waziri was dropped by President
Umaru Yaradua while serving as
minister of state for agriculture and
he was a member of the 32- eminent
Nigerians who signed a register call-
ing for the resignation of the ailing
president.

He contested for the governor-
ship of Yobe State against Bukar Abba
Ibrahim in 2003 and Senator Mam-
man Ali in 2007.

“l am profoundly appreciative of
what Governor Gaidam did to me
because there was never atime that |

was recognised by the governor ofmy
state like this. Thatis why I am being
circumspect in my political activities
which culminated in my visit today”,
the minister who shade tears while
delivering his speech said.

He said the as minister of police
affairs, his greatest challenge is to see
that the police become more respon-
sive to the yearnings and aspirations
of Nigerians including getting a free
and fair election in 2011.

Responding, Gaidam said Waziri
was known to be a forthright and
committed patriot. | have no doubt in
my mind that he will bring his wealth
ofexperience to bear in the discharge
o his duties and in repositioning the
Nigeria police to face current chal-
lenges.

Friday, April 23, 2010

Prisons reform law
underway

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

Anew lawseeking to reform administration ofprisons yester-
day passed second reading on the floor ofthe Senate.

This follows the reported cases of congestion and
attempted jail breaks by prison inmates, majority ofwhom
are awaiting trial.

Lead sponsor ofthe bill seeking to “make comprehensive
provisions for the administration of prisons in Nigeria...,”
Deputy Senate Leader Victor Ndoma-Egba (SAN) said the
existing prison laws did not make provision for rehabilitation
ofprisoners during incarceration.

He said, “Basically, the major aims of imprisonment as
part of the criminal justice system are execution of court
judgments, protection ofsociety from criminals, reform and
rehabilitation ofprisoners with the aim ofre-integrating them
into the society”

Ndoma-Egba however said the Nigerian prisonsactasitis
today only emphasizes the penal and punitive role ofimpris-
onment and makes no provision for reformation and rehabili-
tation ofprisoners during incarceration.

He said the resultant effect is that prison inmates become
worse than they were before incarceration.

The Senator said the new law provides for internally gener-
ated revenue for the prisonsthrough the farms and industries
operated by inmates which would be utilised in efficient run-
ning ofprisons.

Jonathan commissions
Shehu Yar'adua Barracks

By Misbahu Bashir

THE Shehu Yaradua Barracks built by the Nigerian Army
to accommodate 210 soldiers was yesterday commissioned
by Acting President Goodluck Jonathan.

Speaking at the ceremony yesterday in Abuja, Chiefof
Army Staff (COAS) Lieutenant General Abdurahman Bello
Dambazau said the construction work of the barracks was
done by army engineers and soldiers using direct labour.

The COAS said 105 soldiers were provided with homes
in the new barrack while another 105 will be given in June
this year after completion of construction.

H lgtilan Ainiy 1Ims viion icmati u~thjinnjat
by more than 80 per cent,” he said.

He said the construction ofthe barracks will afford army
engineers the opportunity to showcase their innate capaci-
ties and render services to the civil society.

While commissioning the barracks, Acting President
Goodluck Jonathan commended the military for sticking to
their constitutional responsibility of safeguarding the ter-
ritorial integrity ofthe country, adding that he was satisfied
with the conduct of the military.

Jonathan said the direct labour used by the army has
reduced the cost in government spending and demon-
strated the ingenuity of the army to do more.

He charged the army to look forward to doing works in
the areas of communication, energy and space technology.

FG to stop funding
medical treatment abroad

By Ruby Leo

FEDERAL Government will no longer be interested in
funding medical trips for its officials abroad, Acting Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan has said.

Jonathan said the funds used for such trips have led to
loss ofthe nation’s scarce foreign exchange through unbear-
ably rampant trips abroad seeking medical care by teaming
Nigerians.

He said the money will be channeled to developing terti-
ary hospitals to international standards.

Jonathan, who was represented by Minister of state for
Health Alhaji Suleiman Bello, was speaking at the 50th
anniversary celebration of the Nigerian Medical Associa-
tion. “This scenario isno longer acceptable to government
and plans are underway in this yearsbudget to ensure that
some designated tertiary health institutions spread across
the country upgraded to world class standard,” he added.

Jonathan also appealed to the highly skilled health pro-
fessionals abroad to come home to contribute their quota
to development of health system.

“We need their expertise and partnership proposal
on health care development framework that will bring
the much needed value addition on our health systems,”
Jonathan added.

President of NM A Dr Prosper Igboeli said doctors must
endeavor to change their attitude towards patient, adding
that “There is a great need also to restructure our primary,
secondary and tertiary levels of care.”
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VICE chancellor, Bayero University Kano, Professor Attahiru Jega with Dr Haruna Wakili during the Malam Aminu Kano 27th anniversary Lec-

ure in Kano.

PDP suspends Masari, Odili, Nnamani

Continued from page 1

Okorocha, former deputy gov-
ernor Chief Chris Ekpeyong and
former Transport Minister Chief
Abiye Sekibo.

Others members ofthe ‘PDP
Reform Forum’suspended from
the party in accordance with Arti-
cle 21.4 of the PDP Constitution
were Auwal Tukur, former House
of Representatives Chief Whip
Abubakar Bawa Bwari, Prof. ABC
Nwosu, Chief Kelechi Igwe and
former PDP National Secretary
ChiefBernard Eze. The latter has
already been touted by the rebel
group to succeed Ogbulafor as
party chairman.

PDP  National Secretary
Abubakar Kawu Baraje, who

said the case of the suspended
members has been referred to
the PDP% National Disciplinary
Committee for “further neces-
sary action.”

Baraje said the decision to
suspend them came as a result of
their refusal to appear before the
partys National Working Com-
mittee (NWC) yesterday despite
the invitation extended to them.

Baraje said, “The NWC ofthe
PDP at its meeting held on the
22nd of April, 2010 considered
current political events in Nigeria
and came up with the following
resolutions:-

“The NWC expressed its sur-
prise at the refusal of members of
the party, operating under agroup
called the “PDP Reform Forum”

sive invitations extended to them.

“The NWC is of the view that
the concerned members had
adequate notice but declined to
utilize the opportunity granted
them by the invitation to explain
their roles.

“The NWC held that the deci-
sion to dishonour the invitation
to appear before it is a calculated
attempt to disregard lawful direc-
tivesofthe party in order for them
to continue to ridicule the party
contrary to Article 12.1 of the
PDP Constitution.”

Daily Trust learnt that PDP
leadership scheduled the pro-
posed meeting with members of
the PDP Reform Forum, whom it
accused ofplanning to subject the
party to “disrepute, contemptand

meeting scheduled to hold at the
same time in Abuja.

The Forum, widely believed to
be made up.of Acting President
Goodluck Jonathan’ supporters,
have been campaigning to remove
Ogbulafor as party chairman, but
it ran into a brick wall earlier this
week when both the PDP Gov-
ernors Forum and the Forum of
PDP State Chairmen solidly came
out behind Ogbulafor.

At a meeting the 28 PDP gov-
ernors held with Jonathan on
Monday night, he indicated to
them that the Forum did not have
his backing, which emboldened
the governors to publicly attack
the Forum. That in turn embold-
ened the NWC to move against
it, culminating in yesterday’s sus-

announced the suspensions, to appear before it despite exten-

Putaside indigenes, settlers

Continued from page 1

Magatakarda Wammakko, who briefed the press after the meeting, said
his colleagues prevailed on Plateau State governor Jonah Jang to allow
the trialsto go on in the Federal High Court since itis a universal prin-
ciple ofjustice that one cannot be ajudge in his own case.

Governor Jang had in his opening ofthe meeting raised some issues
which he said militated against the return peace in the state. He said
those arrested in connection with the crises were taken to Abuja and
that after the state government protested, some of them were brought
to Jos but that even those brought to Jos were being tried in a Federal
High Court instead ofthe state high court.

Jang said the Plateau State government would continue protest until
the suspects are tried in a state high court

Wamakko said the meeting advised Jang to allow a neutral body to
try the cases forjustice to be seen to be done, since Plateau State govern-
ment which is a party in the dispute cannot be ajudge in its own case.

“Once you an accused in a case, you cannot be the judge. I think that
is the principle everywhere. Once you are, you have to allow a neutral
body to see that justice is done. So the trial has to be in Federal High
Court not state High court,” Wamakko said.

Chairman ofthe Northern Governors’Forum Dr. Muazu Babangida

hatred” in order to disrupt their  pensions.

Aliyu also said the meeting agreed that the problem was not peculiar
to Plateau State as all the northern states have security challenges. He
said having identified some of the problems, the governors agreed to
create confidence among the populace such that people residing in any
state would have confidence in their leaders and not begin to see them
as taking sides when there isa problem. Aliyu said the meeting identi-
fied the problem ofyouth restiveness and noted the need to create jobs
for the youths, saying a particular state in the North has started solving
that problem through biometric numbering ofthe youths.

The meeting also cautioned the media against sensational reporting.
He said the forum will also meet with stakeholders through its mem-
bers, saying the first one would be handled by Bauchi State governor
Malam Isa Yuguda, who would meet with stakeholders on the Plateau
to discuss the way forward. He said various monitoring mechanisms
would be employed to check the implementation of the issues they
agreed upon, and he called on the larger society to be part ofthe moni-
toring to achieve success.

Governor Jang thanked his colleagues for the meeting and the inter-
est they had shown in resolving the Plateau crisis, adding that the issue
of cross border raids has been most disturbing in the Plateau crises as
people come from other states and launch attacks in the state, “which
should not be.”
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Nnamani-led
group wants
PDPNWC

dissolved

By Muideen Olaniyi

SENATOR Ken Nnamani-led
PDP Reform Forum yesterday
called for the dissolution of the
National Working Committee
(NWC) ofthe Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP).

Inacommunique atthe end of
the groups meeting yesterday, the
Forum asked for the reconstitu-
tion ofthe NWC with same men
of integrity and commitment to
the ideals of PDP in the interest of
the Nigerian nation’

The communique charged
PDP founding fathers, the Acting
President, the Board of Trustees
(BOT), the expanded National
Caucus and all members to take
all necessary and appropriate
steps’on the dissolution call.

The group decried the ‘ineffec-
tiveness’ of the PDP NWC/PDP
leadership which it said it was
neither imaginative nor creative
in generating ideas to reinforce
founding ideals ofthe party.

It further abhorred the ten-
dency in the PDP whereby names
of flag-bearers in national elec-
tions are compiled in air condi-
tioned rooms and at caucuses
rather than at various congresses
and conventions. The group also
proposed that ‘the PDP must
revisit the current criteria ofselec-
tions of delegates for various con-
gresses and convention with a to
reducing the members appoint-
able by a single individual”, add-
ing that elected delegates must
outnumber appointed ones.

It said “the biennial national
conference prescribed in the PDP
Constitution, which is currently
overdue by three months, be
immediately summoned for the
sole purpose of examining and
effecting necessary far reaching
internal reforms.”

'No-fly'Nigerian
allegedly on
US-bound jet

A man detained in Puerto Rico
had apparently managed to board
a New York-bound jet in Nigeria
even though he was on an official
no-fly list.

A passenger tells The Associ-
ated Press that the pilot disclosed
the apparent breach as the Delta
Air Lines flight stopped to refuel
in Puerto Rico. Passenger Joan
Mower says the pilot said he was
informed about the passenger
while over the Atlantic.

Flight 215 originated in Abuja,
Nigeria, where the man boarded
the jet. It continued on to New
York after the man jvas detained
yesterday. US Customs and Bor-
der Patrol says the unidentified
man isbeing held for questioning.
He was taken into custody without
incident. Customs officials had no
immediate comment. (AP)
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'How we helped stranded
Nigerians in London'’

From Ibrahim Chonoko, London

THE Nigeria High Commission in
the United Kingdom said it helped
more than 20 Nigerians who were
stranded in London following the
closure of airspace in Europe due
to the eruption ofvolcanic ash from
Iceland

Thehead ofconsularservicesand
welfare, Alhaji Mustafa Aliyu, told
Daily Trustin London thatthe com-
mission assisted the affected persons
mainly with food, while a few were

N900Om scam: EFCC
quizzes 10 Benue
LG bosses

ByBocoEdet

TEN local government chairmen
in Benue Statewho are under inves-
tigation for allegedly pilfering over
N900million excess crude fund allo-
cated to their councils were quizzed
againbythe Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC) yes-
terday. Those interrogated include
Mr Joseph Akaaza (Markudi),
Clement Agada (Ogbabibo), lordue
Orya (Oshongo), Jonathan Akputu
(Kwande), Abaji Samuel (Gwer
West), Iwar Simon (Gwer East),
Innocent Onu (Otukpo), Odeh
Ageh (Obi), David Separ (Ukum)
and Am~ehLinus (Ohimini). EFCC3%
spokesman Femi Babafemi said all
suspects reported for the second
round of interrogation and were
been kept in custody until the issue
ofpaymentswere sorted out.
According to EFCC, Markurdi
LG boss could not account for
N30million out of N93million,
in Ogbadibo N4Omillion out of
N78.3million wasallegedlymissing.
Oshongo LG boss alleg-
edly pilfered N4Omillion out of
m\85.5million granted the coun-
cil, in Kwande N52.8million out of
N99.8million is said to be missing
and Gwer East allegedly diverted
N54.5miUion out ofa total sum of
N86million. Otukpo LG boss is to
account for N28.3 million out of
N99 million allocation, while his
counterpart in Obi isto explainwhat
happened to N7.8 million missing
from his N59 million grant. The LG
boss of Ukum isto account for N1.2
million out 0fN92 million, the one
in Ohimini council isto explain the
misappropriation 0fN19.6 million
outofan allocation of N70 million.

helped with accommaodation.

He said ateam led him regularly
visited all the five terminals at Hea-
throw airport with aview to meet-
ing Nigerians stranded at the air-
port, explaining that only a handful
ofthemweremetat Terminal Three,
while the other terminals were vir-
tually empty until the beginning of
this week.

He said contrary to reports,
the over-all number of Nigerians
stranded in London was not in
“hundreds or thousands”, empha-

sizing that even when the flight ban
was lifted, the number ofthose who
turned out at the airport was negli-
gible.

Meanwhile, most of the top
government functionaries who
were stranded in the UK have
now returned home following the
resumption of flights to and from
Nigeriaon Tuesday this week

Daily Trust correspondent who
was at Heathrowairporton Wednes-
day reports that top officials on the
Nigeria-bound British. Airways

2011: Britain tasks politicians

on credible polls

flightto Abuja included Governors
Ibrahim Shekarau of Kano and
Adams Oshimhole ofEdo; Minister
of Information Dora Akunyili; and
former First Lady Justice Fati Abu-
bakar, among others.

Most ofthe Nigerian passengers
who spoke with Daily Trust at the
airport said though they experi-
enced inconvenience as a result of
the suspension of flights, they were
not bitter because the action was
taken in the interest of passengers’
safety.
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Volcanic eruption:
3 grounded planes
leave Abuja

By Shehu Abubakar

THE three Europe bound
planes that were grounded at
the Nnamdi Azikwe Interna-
tional Airport Abuja due to vol-
canic ash eruption have left the
airport after receiving signals of
clearer weather condition and
the re-opening of most airports
in Europe.

Three planes belonging to
KLM, Lufthansa and British Air-
ways were held up at the Abuja
airport since Thursday last week
when the weather condition made
it impossible for commercial
flight operations.

Most of the airports in Europe
were closed down and flights
postponed.

But following the reopening of
airports in the United Kingdom
and other parts ofEurope, normal
flight operations from the Abuja
airporton the international route
have resumed.

Public Relations Officer of
the Federal Airport Authority of
Nigeria (FAAN) Mr Alfred Itua
who confirmed the report said,
“Within the five days that those
planes had to remain at this air-
port, none of their passengers
was either stranded or remained
within the premises ofthe airport.
Even the crew members had to go
and stay in a hotel until Tuesday
when all the flights left,” he said.

The head of the Immigration
service at the airport who spoke
through Mr ltua said they have
cleared all the passengers that
appeared before them travelling
to various destinations in Europe.

Jonathan signs local

content bill into law

ByAishaUmarAgaie

BRITISH High Commissioner to
Nigeria Bob Dewar said now is the
right time for all Nigerian politicians
to decide that they want a credible
election in 2011, which is very it is
important for the whole African con-
tinent.

The envoy made the statement at his
residence in Abuja during the official
celebration ofthe birthday of Queen
Elizabeth Il who turned 84 on April 21.

Dewar said Nigeria is standing at
another important cross road, adding
that democratic and constitutional
principles and the rule of law need to
remain the bedrock.

He said the spotlight is now on prac-
tical action to implement good policy,

political will and effective action to
take forward important issues which
need to be addressed right now.

“They know what behaviour is
needed, in particular it would mean
holding elections where every vote
counts, with a level playing field for
all parties and contestants, and where
there is zero tolerance for political vio-
lence and corruption.”

The envoy said Nigeria’s electoral
body should be truly independent, free
from the influence of government or
any party. He said the anticorruption
agency should also be truly independ-
ent and fight corruption without fear
or favour or political bias.

He congratulated Nigerians as the
country approaches 50 years of inde-
pendence.

Anambra election second best in Nigeria's history, says minister

ByFranasOkeke

MINISTER ofLabour and Productiv-
ity Chief Emeka Wogu said that the
recentgubernatorial election in Anam-
bra State was the second best election
held in the country % history after June
12,1993 general elections conducted
by Professor Humphrey Nwosu.
Wogu stated this at a meeting with
the national executive ofNigeria Union
ofPetroleum and Natural Gas Workers

(NUPENG) who paid him a courtesy
calldemandingan end to labour abuses
and for immediate electoral reforms
before the 2011 elections commence.
NUPENGSH executive was led by its
President Comrade Igwe Achese who
expressed concern at what he called
anti-Labour practices by oil majors
operating in the Niger Delta just as he
urged the government to address the
issue for the sake of industrial peace

and harmony in the region.

The minister said Acting President
did not mince word when he came out
to tell Nigerians that he will implement
electoral reform and is only when you
have good electoral reform that you
will have a good election.

“The Anambra election has been
acknowledged by most Nigerians to
be most credible after June 12,1993.
So that shows you the seriousness of
this Administration towards electoral
reform, and it will be done,” he added.

By Mohammed S. Shehu and
Hamisu Muhammad

ACTING President Good-
luck Jonathan has directed
that exclusive consideration
should henceforth be given
to Nigerian indigenous serv-
ice companies which dem-
onstrate ownership ofequip-
ment, Nigerian personnel
and capacity to execute jobs
in the Nigerian QOil and Gas
Industry.

He gave this directive yes-
terday while giving his assent
to the Nigerian Oil and Gas
Industry Content Develop-
ment Bill 2010 which seeks
to make indigenous par-
ticipation in the nation’ oil
industry obligatory.

Jonathan said the new law
will “address the compelling
need for us asa nation to have
indigenous participation in
the oil industry”, emphasiz-
ing that it shall “apply to all
matters pertaining to Nige-
rian content in respect ofall
operations or transactions
carried out or connected
with the Nigerian Oil and Gas
Industry.”

He said the Nigerian Con-

tent Development and Mon-
itoring Board established in
accordance with the local
content Act shall make pro-
cedures to guide, monitor,
coordinate and implement
the provisions of the new
law to ensure and enforce
measurable and continuous
growth Qf Nigerian content
in all oil and gas operations
in the country.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Minister of Petro-
leum Resources Mrs Die-
zani Alison- Madueke said
“The Nigerian Content Law
has the potential to generate
over 30,000 jobs in the next
5 years and has far reaching
implications for the issues of
technological advancement,
Jong term cost effective-
ness, post amnesty programs
in the Niger Delta and the
improved impact ofthe Oil &
Gas Industry on our National
GDP”

GMD ofthe NNPC, Mal-
lam Shehu Ladan said the
multiplier effect of this new
law is enormous, adding that
the Bill is timely because it
sets the stage for the antici-
pated growth that the PIB."
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Shugaba Darman dies at 80

From Isa Umar Gusau, Maiduguri

SHUGABA Abdurrahman Dar-
man* a political actor during
the era of late Sir Ahmadu Bello
in the 1960%, died Wednes-
day in Maiduguri at the age of
80. Darman became famous
when as majority leader of the
Borno State House of Assembly
under the defunct Great Nigeria
Peoples Party (GNPP) he was
deported to Chad in 1980 by
the Federal Government under
President Alhaji Shehu Shagari
ofthe National Party of Nigerian
(NPN) adevelopment that gen-
erated intense debates and cel-
ebrated litigations in the Second
Republic.

Family members at his resi-
dence, 71, Kyari Masu Road in
Mafoni ward, Maiduguri told
Daily Trust that the politician
died at about midnight, hours
after he was rushed to the Uni-
versity of Maiduguri Teaching
Hospital when he complained of
internal heat and was coughing.
The family said he was diabetic
and had a fracture on October 7,
2009 during aroutine exercise to
keep fit.

“At about 7:00 pm yesterday
(Wednesday) he complained
of intense heat and catarrh. He
was coughing, so he was taken
to the UMTH. At about 10:30
same day, his situation became
severe, we all kept praying along
with him. We aU thought it was
one ofthose illnesses because he
was diabetic and on 7th of Octo-
ber last year he had a fracture
when he was pedaling a bicycle
for exercise which he normally
used to do, he spent two months
inthe UMTH after that incident
but he recovered and returned
home until some five days ago
when he started showing signs
ofillness for which he was taken
to hospital yesterday (Wednes-
day) and at about 12:00 pm the
doctors announced to us that he
was dead”, Ibrahim Darman, one
ofthe late politician’s 29 children
said.

He described his late father
assomeone who was progressive
with regular preaching ofsincer-
ity, honesty and straightforward-
ness to his family. He said the
father was born in 1920.

Darman in his personal
account said he began poli-
tics as a young member of the
Northern Elements Progressive
Union (NEPU) in 1952 in Mai-
duguri. In 1954, he left NEPU to
join the Northern People’s Con-
gress (NPC) until 1966 when
the republic was interrupted by
a military coup in which promi-
nent leaders were killed. While
in NPC, he got the tide of ‘Shu-
gaba’ (meaning leader in Hausa)
after he became Bornosleader of
the youth wing of the Northern
Peoples Congress (NPC) which
was led by the late Sir Ahmadu
Bello at the national level. He
was called Shugaban samarin

NPC (leader of NPC youths in
Hausa) and even after the end of
the First Republic, he remained
nick named Shugaba. In 1978,
he was a founding member of
the Great Nigeria peoples Party
(GNPP) and was elected mem-
ber ofthe Borno State House of
Assembly in 1979, after which
he became the House Majority
Leader while Alhaji Mohammed
Goni was governor of Borno
under the same party. Darman
took part in forming numer-
ous political associations in the
1980%. After the formation of
the defunct SDP and NRC by
the Ibrahim Babangida regime,
he aligned with the late Shehu

Musa Yaradua in the SDP. In
1998, he was a founding mem-
ber ofthe PDP and remained a
party elder until he died.

The late Darman shot to lime-
light as majority leader of the
GNPP in the Borno State House
of Assembly from 1979 to 1980.
Darman was one ofthe mostout-
spoken leaders ofthe GNPP who
was said to have been regarded as
a stumbling block to the ambi-
tion ofthe NPN to make impact
in Borno State. During politi-
cal rallies, Darman attracted
many spectators who enjoyed
his political speeches that car-
ried criticisms against the NPN
which controlled the Federal

Government.
On January 24, 1980, then
federal Minister of Interior,

Alhaji Bello Maitama Yusuf
issued a deportation order
titled: Shugaba Abdurrahman
Darmans Deportation Order
1980, which was published in
the official gazette ofthe Federal
Government ofJanuary 25,1980
which read; “I, the federal Min-
ister of Internal Affairs, being of
the opinion that Shugaba Abdur-
rahman Darman at present in
Nigeria ought to be classified as
aprohibited immigrant and act-
ing under the powers conferred
on me by Section 18 (3) of the
Immigration Act 1963, and all
other powers enabling me in that
behalfaccordingly order that the
said Shugaba Abdurrahman be
deported from Nigeria by the
first available means and I direct
that the said Shugaba Abdur-
rahman Darman shall thereafter
remain outofNigeria. Thisorder
may be cited as Shugaba Abdur-
rahman Darman’s Deportation
Order, 1980. Made at Lagos this
24th day of January, 1980

The Immigration acted on
the order and swiftly went to
Darmankresidence and whisked
him to avillage in Chad and left
him there. The GNPP govern-
ment in the state issued a state-
ment and declared his depor-
tation illegal. Initial attempts
by his party and his supporters
to have him returned after two
days failed. He remained out of
the country, staying in parts of
Chad and Cameroon for nearly
50 days before a High Court in
Maiduguri set aside the depor-
tation order in March 1980. By
then, the Federal Government
was under immense pressure
from the GNPP, opposition
parties and the ‘Nine Progres-
sive Governors’- Alhaji Lateef
Jakanda  (Lagos), Abubakar
Barde (Gongola), Michael

Ajasin (Ondo), Professor
Ambrose Alii (Bendel), Abu-
bakar Rimi (Kand), Mohammed
Goni (Borno), Balarabe Musa
(Kaduna), Bola Ige (Oyo) and
Bisi Onabanjo (Ogun).

On his return, the nine gov-
ernors were in Maiduguri in
solidarity with him while he was
welcomed with fanfare by oppo-
sition party members with some
governors outside the North
hosting him in state visits. Dar-
man, supported by the governors
and his party, fded a suit against
the NPN government. The NPN
government had brought in a
Chadian woman who claimed to
be Darman’ biological mother,
weeping in court and wishing
to have her son’back in Chad.
Darman on his part, insisted
that the woman was an impos-
tor and he pointedly claimed
that his mother was still alive
and was known to all in Maid-
uguri even though she suffered
sight problem. He claimed that
some NPN stalwarts in Borno
conspired with the government
to deport him for fear that the
NPN couldnt penetrate the state.
After arguments, a high court in
a celebrated judgment in May,
1980, ruled in Darman’ favour
and ordered payment of N350,
000 to him as damages. The fed-
eral government appealed but
lost the case at a court of appeal
in Kaduna. The case was taken
to the Supreme Court in Lagos
but along the line, the military
took over and the matter seem-
ingly died off.

Darman left behind three
wives, 29 children and many
relations. He was buried in
Maiduguri yesterday with the
funeral attended by many admir-
ers and associates led by Min-
ister of police affairs, Adamu
Maina Waziri, former governor
Mohammed Goni, PDP’% gover-
norship candidate in 2003 and
2007, Alhaji Kashim Imam and
numerous other stakeholders of
the party and elders in the state.
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Borno UBEB recruits
5,000 teachers

THE Borno State Universal Basic
Education Board (UBEB) said
yesterday that it had recruited
5,000 teachers in order to increase
the number ofteachers in schools.

“The board has recruited 5,000
additional graduate teachers to
tackle shortages. Additionally,
more than 3,000 others have been
promoted and retrained for effec-
tive service delivery” Hajiya Mar-
yam Abba-lbrahim, the Perma-
nent Secretary, Borno UBEB said.

Abba-lIbrahim said in an inter-
view with newsmen in Maiduguri
that the board had also absorbed
951 National Certificate in Edu-
cation (NCE) holders into the
service.

“The objective is to ensure
that the current high standard of
education is maintained through
qualitative teaching staff,” she
said.

Abba-lbrahim also com-
mended the state government for

paying its counterpart fund for
the UBE programme.

“I will like to commend the
state government for the prompt
payment of its counterpart UBE
fund. This has made it possible
for us to access the UBE grant
regularly. We have been able to
execute numerous projects and
also purchased teaching materi-
als,” she said.

She said the state government
had procured instructional mate

rials worth N 100 million for distri-
bution to various primary schools
in the state and that the materials
would be distributed soon.

Also speaking, Malam Abba
Maliwu, the Director of School
Services, said the board had
renovated several junior second-
ary schools to provide conducive
learning atmosphere for pupils.

He named the schools to include
those located in Abbaganaram, Biu
and Gwoza, among others. (NAN)

FROM left: ChiefJ. Omene, High Chief Francis Ifie and Chief S. Omene, members of Association of Traditional Rulers of Oil Mineral
Producing Communities of Nigeria (TROMPCON) from Delta State atthe environmental cleanup and remediation subcommittee
in the Niger Delta region meeting in Abuja yesterday.
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LG election:
ISIEC to begin
sale of forms

From Johnkennedy Uzoma, Owerri

THE sale of forms for aspirants
for positions of chairman and
councillor in the August 7th local
government election in Imo State
will commence Monday next
week.

Chairman of the Imo State
Independent Electoral Com-
mission  (ISIEC)Barr. Emma
Nwonye, who said this while
addressing newsmen in Owerri,
yesterday said the exercise would
take place at the commissions’
headquarters in Owerri. He said
each of the chairmanship aspir-
ants is expected to pay N 20,000
while aspiring councillors would
pay N10.000 each to collect the
forms. The chairman said com-
pleted forms would be returned
to the commission before the
close of work on May 18, 2010
with N100,000 and N25.00 for
chairmanship and councillorship
aspirants respectively as stated in
the ISEC law number 5012010 as
amended.

He assured that the commis-
sion would not charge aspirants
for screening, adding that the
aspirants could begin campaigns
on April 27.

He added that the commission
would ensure that competent
persons are recruited to assist the
commission in conducting the
election, saying the commission
was determined to ensure free and
fair election in the state.

The ISIEC boss said the com-
mission would organize aseminar
to create awareness on the elec-
tion. Nwoye, who assured that the
election would be guided by law,
warned political parties to desist
from blackmail and campaigns of
calumny.

Kebbi goes tough on e-payment saboteurs

Bird strikes Arik plane in Calabar

From Muhammad Bello, Port Harcourt

Ablackkite bird (Milvus migrans) yes-
terday struck a passenger airliner min-
utes afteritlanded at the Margaret Ekpo
International Airportin Calabar, Cross
River State. The incident is the second
in lessthan a week.

The aircraft, number 5N-MJE,
belonging to ARIK airlines, which
arrived Calabar from Lagos at about
8:00 a.m. had on board over 100 pas-
sengers.

A source at the airport told our cor-
respondent that the bird strike affected
the plane’ landing gear, making it dif-

ficult for it to manoeuvre on the run-
way, minutes after it landed. It would
be recalled that a Dana Air McDonnel
Douglas Aircraft (MD83) on April 19,
lostone ofitsengines on takeoffdue to a
birdsstrike atthe MurtalaMuhammed
Airport, lkeja, Lagos. The incident
forced the pilot to initiate an air return.

Thepilotinitiated an air-return back
to the airport, with Fire Service officials
of the Federal Airports Authority of
Nigeria (FAAN) providing fire cover
for safelanding ofthe aircraftand even-
tual evacuation of the 97 passengers.
Experts estimate that airlines lose N15
billion to bird strikes annually.

From Ismail Adebayo, Bimin Kebbi

THE Kebbi State government
Tuesday said it will no longer
be lenient with saboteurs of
the e-payment system in the
state civil service. This followed
attack on a female consultant
to the Kebbi State government
on e-payment. On Tuesday,
one Isa Abubakar ofthe state’s
Ministry of Agriculture was
reported to have beaten up the
female consultant over undis-
closed reasons. He was alleged
to have also destroyed comput-

ers belonging to the consult-
ants firm.

The states Commissioner
for Finance Alhaji Muhammad
Bello Tuga while addressing
newsmen said the state govern-
ment was shocked to hear that
a civil servant in the state took
the law into his hands without
recourse to the civil service
laws, to molest a consultant to
the government.

The commissioner said
the state was aware that some
people within the system who
had been taking undue advan-

tage of the previous method of
payment of civil servants sala-
ries had been working against
the e-payment system. Alhaji
Tuga said the government had
already written to Abubakars
ministry and the Head of Serv-
ice fora proper punitive action
to be taken against him.

“We have also taken it up
as a ciriminal offence so that
the police will be involved in
the investigation. Hence forth,
anyone we get trying to sabo-
tage the e-payment system will
be dealt with,” she said.

2010 training: NTI to give priority to rural teachers

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

has said. Speaking at a meeting

given more training centres and

He urged state governments

PRIORITY will be given to teach-
ers in the rural areas in this year’s
Millennium Development Goals
(MDGSs) capacity building pro-
gramme for primary school
teachers, the Director-General of
the National Teachers’ Institute
(NTI) Dr. Aminu Ladan Sharehu

with stakeholders on the 2010,
MDGs capacity building pro-
gramme in Kaduna yesterday, he
said as much as possible, teachers
in the rural areas that had been
neglected in.the past would be
given priority this year. During
this year5 training, he said states
with difficult terrains would be

urged government to provide
suitable schools to host the train-
ing centres.

“We want to ensure that teach-
ers that have benefited from
previous workshops will not be
re-nominated, except where all
teachers from the state have ben-
efitted,” he said.

to complement the efforts of the
Federal Government by coming
up with professional development
programmes for teachers in their
respective states for the overall
development of education in the
country. He said the institute is
currently partnering with more
than 20 states on various teach-

ers’ professional
programmes.

Dr. Sharehu while reiterating
the readiness of the institute to
partner with state governments
to upgrade the standard ofteach-
ers, said the development of the
education sector would not be
possible without the training“and
re-training of teachers.

development
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sustainable development

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

NASARAWA State Governor
Aliyu Akwe Doma has outlined
measures to bring about sustaina-
ble developmentin the rural areas,
saying local government adminis-
trators must meet aspirations of
the people.

The governor who ison tour of
local government areas and devel-
opment areas of the state, told a
crowd in Karshi Local Govern-

OPENING CEREMONY M Y

ment Area yesterday that he was
not very pleased with the devel-
opment efforts of the council, but
that there was room for improve-
ment.

He said local government
chairmen in the state must make
themselves part of the imple-
mentation of his economic devel-
opment blue print christened
13-Point Agenda which outlines
the development of all sectors
within the resources of the state.
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“In the course ofimplementing
this agenda, we have embarked on
massive socio-economic transfor-
mation of the state, particularly
in the areas of agriculture, health,
education, water supply, road con-
struction and urban development,
to mention just a few. “We have
also ensured the sustenance of
peace and stability, which are nec-
essary for development”, Doma
added, saying in recognition of
the potentials of Karshi and its

proximity to the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT), his administra-
tion embarked on some priority
projects in the area for the good of
the people. He identified them as
the construction of multi-purpose
primary health clinics, renovation
and upgrade ofeducational facili-
ties and infrastructure, creation
of access to agricultural loans
and inputs for deserving farm-
ers through the Badakoshi and
Fadama Ill Agricultural Schemes
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Police seek traditional rulers'support

From Hamza Idris, Damaturu

THE Police cannot comprehen-
sively protect lives and property
of citizens without adequate sup-
port oftraditional rulers and other
stakeholders, Mr. Efuntayo Oluse-
gun, the Deputy Inspector Gen-
eral of Police (DIG) in charge of
‘F Department’ at the Force head-
quarters in Abuja said in Dama-
turu Wednesday.

The DIG who paid a courtesy
visit to the Emir of Damaturu

Alhaji Hashimi 11 Ibn El-Kanemi
said activities of traditional rulers
in Yobe State in the areas of com-
munity policing and peace build-
ing had assisted a lot in making
the state one ofthose with the least
crime rate in the country.

The DIG said he was in Yobe
State over the rising insecurity in
some parts of the country which
prompted the Inspector General
of Police Mr. Ogbonna Onovo to
send his management team com-
prising all the DIGs to the 12 zonal

commands and state headquarters
to appraise the crime prevention
measures put in place.

“This tour is equally to restore
confidence in the minds of mem-
bers of the public on police readi-
ness to serve and protect the lives,
especially now that electioneer-
ing campaigns are about to start”,
the DIG said. He said efforts were
being made to ensure the imple-
mentation of the Federal Gov-
ernments white paper on police
reforms, renewed commitment to

combating violent crimes as well as
enhance the image and welfare of
police personnel. Responding, the
emir suggested that government at
all levels should provide jobs ex-
convicts who repented under oath
in order to make them selfreliant.
“In Yobe State, some years
back we encouraged the govern-
ment to offer employment to ex-
criminals including armed bandits
who repented under oath and the
policy has helped a lot in reducing
crime” the traditional rulers said.

Anambra PDP gets LG caretaker c'ttees

From Beatrice Onuchukwu, Awka

THE Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) in Anambra State is strate-
gizing towards the 2011 general
election with the inauguration of
a 105-member caretaker commit-
tee for all the 21 council areas of
the state.

The committee comprises of
five members from each ofthe 21
local governments, including at
least awoman per council.

Inaugurating the members at

the Prof. Charles Soludos cam-
paign office in Awka yesterday,
the party’s chairman ofthe care-
taker committee in the state, Chief
Cosmos Ogugua Agagbo charged
the members to commence the
reconciliation process aimed at
getting aggrieved members who
left the party.

This he said is to ensure that
the party is strengthened at the
grass roots, pointing out that
council areas form the backbone
ofany political party.

Agagbo said, “We are aware of
the issue of factionalization, dis-
integration and mass exodus of
party members to other parties.
We have started with the proc-
ess of reconciliation, and will
soon graduate into the secondary
assignment and in the shortest
time, will organise state, local gov-
ernment and ward congresses”,
adding that the main objective
was to come out victorious in the
2011 election.

The committees terms of

reference include, “To within 10
days in liaison with the State Care-
taker Committee (SCC) consti-
tute a 5-man Congress Caretaker
Committee in each of the wards
in the LGASs, liaise with the SCC,
ward caretaker committee, reg-
ister PDP members immediately
and within the next 14 days pro-
duce authentic register for each
ward to render periodic register
on the committee’s assignment
to the SCC, and strictly comply
with any other duties assigned to

and the construction of Karshi -
Takalafiya feeder road which will
commence soon.

“I am aware that Karshi is also
facing the challenges of rapid
urbanisation. This developmentis
not unconnected with the popula-
tion explosion in the FCT. In order
to remedy the situation, Karshi will
be covered by the on-going master
plan ofthe state aswell as the serv-
ices ofthe states geographic infor-
mation system”, he added.

NSCDC recruits
234 In Jigawa

From Yusha'u A Ibrahim, Dutse

TWO hundred and thirty four
people have been employed by
the Nigerian Security and Civil
Defence Corps (NSCDC) in Jigawa
State, the state Commandant ofthe
corps, Mr Yakubu Wada has said.

Speaking through the Public
Relations Officer, Abdulhamid
Kabara, the commandant said
over 4,000 applied for the job from
across the 27 local government
areas ofthe state.

He added that more than half
of the successful applicants had
collected their appointment letters
and gone for training. Wada told
the intakes, “You will be trained on
how to protect lives and property,
hence, you have to respect law and
order before you could enforce
same on others” The comman-
dant also warned civil defence per-
sonnel in the state to desist from
all acts capable of destroying the
image ofthe NSCDC and Nigeria
in general.

it Wadatold the intakes,

"Youw ll betrained on
how to protect lives and
property, hence, you

have to respectlaw and

enforce same on others

the committee.

It is also to render periodic
reports ofits assignment aswell as
carry outany other assignment(s)
that may be given to the commit-
tee by the SCC. Responding on
behalfofthe members, ChiefBen-
nett U. Chinweze (Oyi) assured
that they would discharge their
duties accordingly. He called
for support from* other party
members to ensurejtheir success,
promising that they would justify
the confidence reposed in them.
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Yobe spends
N260m

on youth
empowerment

From Hamza Idris, Damaturu

YOBE State government has
expended the sum of N260m
for the training and resettle-
ment of about 1000 youth who
acquired skills in various trades
at the Youth Development Cen-
tre Kano.

Governor Ibrahim Gaidam
who yesterday distributedV ork-
ing tools and equipment to the
firstbatch 0f700 youth who have
completed their training said the
initiative was meant to address
problems of unemployment in
the state.

Gaidam said ifthe youths are
gainfully employed, social vices
including restiveness, thuggery
and lawlessness will be addressed
and the society will develop
socially and economically.

“Lack of employment espe-
cially among the youths who
constitute a significant part of
the population is a threat to
nation building and selfreliance”,
the governor said.

He said the state govern-
ment had spent N139 million on
the training of the youths while
additional 121 million was spent
inthe procurement ofbasic tools
which were distributed to the
beneficiaries free ofcharge.

Some ofthe items distributed
to the beneficiaries included
computers, television and radio
repairs kids, carpentry and auto
mobile equipment, barbing
saloon and welding equipment
among others.

"Why foreign
Investors are
shunning
Nigeria'

By Tina A. Hassan

FOREIGN investors are afraid
ofcoming in to invest in Nigeria
because ofpersistence insecurity
in the country, General Secretary
ofthe Baptist Church in Nigeria
Rev. Ademola Ishola has said.

He said at a press conference
in Abuja that the alarming inse-
curity of lives and properties is
evident in the collapse of infra-
structures, especially bad roads.

Rev Ishola said lack of basic
infrastructure like electricity,
clean water, good roads and
good security make investors
scared ofputting in their money
in the Nigerian economy.

He also frowned at the state
of roads across the country,
which he said have become
death traps.

“We are very concerned
about the endless epileptic
power supply in the country and
the unfulfilled 6000MW prom-
ised by the present administra-
tion and also the level ofinsecu-
rity of lives and property.

“We are also saddened by
the collapse of many textile
industries in Kaduna, Kano and
other industrial cities as well as
the mental agony many artisans
and small scale businessmen go
through ”he added. ;

By Adelanwa Bamgboye

COMPTROLLER General (CG) ofthe Nige-
rian Customs Service (NCS) Alhaji Abdullahi
Dikko Inde has written to acting President
Goodluck Jonathan over alleged threat to his
life and that of counsel handling his cases in
court.

In the letter dated April 20th, 2010 and
signed by his counsel Amobi Nzelu, the Custom
boss appealed to the acting president to order
a ‘proper and thorough’ investigation to deter-
mine the source ofall the text messages threat-
ening their lives and prosecute the originators.

The CG also copied the Senate President,
Speaker of House of Representatives, National
Security Adviser, including the Director Gen-
eral of State Security Service (SSS) and the
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Customs bosswrites
Jonathan over threatto life

Inspector General of Police, stating that six
casesare pending in court challenging the libel-
ous and defamatory publications made against
him.

He said “On the 19th day of April, 2010
as we arrived court, one of the lawyers in the
team defending our client, A.H. Umar Esq.
received a text message in the following words:
“Never be surprise dt we got ur no. We shall
all get u. Jail our crusader and we kill all of
you,” and another saying “Tell him let aban-
don this cases and resign or we kill him and
all the arsenal.”

Amobi Nzelu, who said he received similar
text, noted that “The striking thing in this mat-
ter was to the effect that both messages came
on the day the committal proceedings against
Festus Keyamo was coming up and from the

same telephone number 0704-290-4173.

He said from the contents ofthe text mes-
sages, “itis clear that what the senders are after
is not the issue of alleged certificate forgery
concerning our client but the seat of Comp-
troller General of Nigeria Customs Services
being presently by the grace of God occupied
by our client.”

The Custom boss, through his counsel
Amobi Nzelu, said the purport of his letter is
to draw attention to the threats to his life and
those of his counsel, “especially in this era of
unresolved murder and assassination.”

Lagos lawyer Festus Keyamo had also writ-
ten a petition to the acting president seeking a
probe into the allegations of certificate forgery
levelled against the CG.

The matter is now a subject of litigation.

PIC: FELIX ONIGBINDE.

FROM right: Deputy Speaker, House of Representatives Usman Bayero Nafada, Deputy House of Representatives Chief Whip Aminu Waziri
~ambuwal and Deputy Minority Leader Sumaila Kawu during the public hearing on industry held in Abuja yesterday.

Reforms to cut NNPC staff welfare by N500m

By Hamisu Muhammad

WITHIN the next 100 days, the expenditure
of the staff welfare of the Nigerian National
Petroleum Corporation (NNPC) will be
slashed by about N500 million as a cost saving
strategy, it has emerged.

Daily Trust also learnt that the NNPC
management has set out three more strategic
initiatives to reduce cost and promote staff
efficiency.

The current compensation system of the

corporation will be reviewed anytime, and the
Human Resources division said it is design-
ing systems to achieve autonomy for business
units and developing a dual career path for
technical and managerial cadre.

The Group General Manager, Group
Human Resources Division, Alhaji Auwalu
Abubakar, said at a two-day retreat organised
by division in Abuja last week that the reforms
are necessary for the corporation to survive the
ever-changing oil and gas business.

He said in the next 100 days, transforma-

tion plan ofthe corporate services directo-
rate, the GHRD has marshaled-out four strat-
egies.

Abubakar said in developing the human
resource strategic aspirations for 2010 and
beyond, the GHRD will focus on optimal
resourcing of HR practice, effective service
delivery and operational excellence.

He said the division will leave no stone
unturned in supporting the corporate trans-
formation as well as the oil and gas industry
reforms.

Ex-Permsec Umaru Aji dies at 58

ByMuideen Olaniyi

MALAM Umaru Aji,
who retired mid-last year
as Permanent Secretary
(Human Development)
office ofthe Head ofServ-
ice, died /meida/ at ihs
age of 58.

He died the National
Hospital Abuja after pro-
tracted illness.'

Umaru-- A} attended

Government College Keffi
from where he moved to
Ahmadu Bello Univer-
sity, Zaria where he did
his Bachelors and Mas-
ters Degree in Education
and moved to University

ofSokotoaskecturcr.

An active member
of the Peoples Redemp-
tion Party (PRP), he was
appointed as Director,
Agency for Mass Educa-

tion in Kano by Governor
Abubakar Rimi where he
excelled beyond expec-
tations and was recog-
nized by UNESCO which
awarded the agency the
prize for the best perform-
ing Mass literacy pro*
gramme in Africain 1982.

He went back to the
University of Sokoto but
was brought back to Kano
Polytechnic as Deputy

Rector.

In 1987, he moved to
DFRRI and when MAM-
SER was carved out from
it, he became National
Director, Mass Mobiliza-
tion.

Me  subsequently
moved to Jigawa as the
State  Director, after
MAMSER was trans-
formed into National Ori-
entation Agency (NOA), a

position he held until he
was appointed as Com-
missioner of Education in
the state, among others.
A native of Gurin near
Hadejia in Jigawa State,
Malam Umaru issurvived
by2 wifeM &ym <dtwe
children Yusufand Fatima
as well as brothers, a sis-
terand many relatives. He
will be buried this morn-
ing in Gurin, Jigawa State.



DAILY TRUST HictVARil 23010

NEWS

'‘Character commission not
guota system campaigner/

By Onimisi Alao

CHAIRMAN of the Fed-
eral Character Commission
(FCC) Professor Shuaibu
Oba Abdulraheem said com-
mission isnota quota system
campaigner but an institu-
tion that presents a fair play-
ing ground for all Nigerians
seekingappointmentsto pub-

lic offices across the country.

“What weVve always clari-
fied is that this is not a quota
system body, it is an equal
opportunity  commission,
an equitable starting point
for employment into public
services,” Professor Abdulra-
heem said

The FCC bosswho spoke
in Abujaduringameritaward

Mantu, Nakande, Sango
others deny hand in

Plateau crisis

By AbbasJimoh

ALHAJI Ibrahim Mantu,
Mr. Damishi Sango, Alhaji
Ibrahim Nakande, Mr. Dan-
ladi Atu, Alhaji Sale Bayeri,
Chris Giwa and Mr. Samaila
Mohammed have all denied
making any move to unleash
terrorand mayhem in Plateau
State.

Thegroup said inajointly
signed statement that the
publication in last Wednes-
day5Nation Newspaper link-
ing them to a planed attack
today isall aimed at injuring
their reputation by a group of

faceless person hiding under
one Sale Garba and wonder
why such a grievous allega-
tion would be published
without the address of the
petitioner.

“Itisdearthatthe authors
have made these grave alle-
gations against a combina-
tion of Muslim and Chris-
tian stakeholders in Plateau.
Interestingly, even Chris
Giwawho is Berom isamong
the accused persons. The
curious question now is how
on earth cold we have shared
these uniforms to the Chris-
tians and Muslims?”

75% of Nigeria's tax is

not collected

By Sunday Williams

NIGERIA collects only
about 25 percent of its tax
while 75 percent is not col-
lected, Director General of
Centre for Management
Development (CMD) Dr.
Kabir Sabo Usman has said.

Speaking yesterday
when visited the Nigerian
Inland Revenue Service
(FIRS), the Director Gen-
eral said that lack of data
accounts for the difficulty

in collection of tax in the
country.

He said: “It is not tax
eviction issue but about
lack of information. Peo-
ple don*t have the record or
relevant information so the
infrastructure is not estab-
lished as in other places like
the UK. Unless you have the
data in terms of demogra-
phy, location, earnings,
record ofexpenditure etc it
will be difficult to collect all
the collectable tax.”

ceremony conducted for him
byanongovernmental organ-
isation, CITAR, said thecom-
mission recognises meritand
insists that merit supersedes
all other considerations.

He said, “Even by the
law that establishes the com-
mission, it is an offence for
an employer of labour to
overlook the requirement

for merit. We dont give cer-
tificate of compliance to any
employer who has been seen
to have bypassed the require-
ment for merit So, whoever
isemployable must be such a
person that has met the min-
imum qualification required
for the performance of the
duty forwhich he isapplying.”

Professor Abdulraheem

made the clarification in a
chat with newsmen at the
dose ofa ceremony in which
the CITAR, an organisation
which says it specializes in
encouraging  sustainable
human development con-
ferred on him a ‘Special
Inspirational  Leadership
and Role Model Recogni-
tion.

e In a speech during the
ceremony, the Team Leader
of the NGO and former
deputy Senate President,
Senator John Wash Pam,
said the NGO decided to
give the FCC5 chiefexecu-
tive the Role Model Award
because he dared to make
changeswhich his predeces-
sors could not make.

PIC: MISBAHU BASHIR

he new Shehu Yar'adua Army Barracks, Abuja, constructed by army engineers through direct labour.

Council condemns attack on travelers near Jos

By AbdulMutallib A. Abubakar

REGIONAL Council for
Conflict Management and
Mitigation (CMMRC) has
condemned the unwar-
ranted and violent attack on
innocent travellers by some
youth in Tahoss village in
Riyom, Plateau State.

The councils Vice
Chairman Ezekiel Gomos
said in a statement yes-

terday that the authori-
ties in Riyom including
traditional and religious
leaders, politicians, elders,
ward and community lead-
ers should join hands with
the state government and
the Special Military Task
force to unravel and put a
stop to this unending cycle
ofviolence in the area.
Gomos also called
on youths in other crises

Lawyers urged to uphold equal

Justice

FORMER Chief Justice
of the Supreme Court of
India Justice P.N Bhagqwati
has advised Nigerian law-
yers to always ensure that
justice reaches every ones
doorstep irrespective of
their social and financial
status.

He gave the advice in
Abuja on Wednesday dur-
ing his induction into

the Nigerian Institute of
Advanced Legal Studies
Hall of Fame.

Justice Bhagwati who is
currently the Vice Chair-
man, UN Human Rights
Committee, emphasized
that public-spirited indi-
vidual or social action
group which has initiated
die public interest litigation
and providing wide ranging
remedies to the disadvan-
taged people, should not

remain content with merely
obtaining court order but
should take the necessary
follow-up action and main-
tain constant pressure on
the state authorities.

He said if any court
order is not respected, it
should be immediately
brought to the notice ofthe
court so that the court can
call upon the state authori-
ties to render an explana-
tion as to why the court

order has not been carried
out.

Speaking at the occasion,
Director-General, Nigeria
Institute of Advanced Legal
Studies Professor Epiphany
Azinge, SAN, said hall of
fame is instituted to honour
individuals that have made
monumental contributions
inthe field oflaw and related
disciplines, particularly
those areas that impact on
humanity.

affected parts of the state
not to take the laws into
their hands and resort to
self-help but to allow the
security agencies to handle
all breaches ofthe peace.
He sympathised with
the victims of what he
referred to as “latest bar-
baric attack” saying vio-
lence only begets vio-
lence and no development
can take place in such an

atmosphere.

He said it is obvious
that if critical stakehold-
ers do not urgently get
together and stop the vio-
lence on the Plateau, socio
- economic development
will surely elude the state
as already the economic
&nd human cost implica-
tions of the lingering cri-
ses has reached disturbing
dimensions.

CORRIGENDUM

Ministry of Defence

(Presidential Committee on Barracks Rehabilitation)

Area 11, Gariii-Abuja

This is to inform the general public that No 4
item C of the 2 half pages black and white
advert placed in Dailytrust (pg 49) and
Vanguard (pg 51) of Wednesday April 21,

2010 is expunged.
Please take note.

\'

Signed:
ARC. 0. OLADOYINBO-OJOHO

Ag. Chairman, PCBR
tor: Honourable Minister
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Sultan, Onaiyekan harp
on peace

From Muhammad Abubakar, Bauchi

THE Sultan of Sokoto, Muhammad Saad and the National
President of the Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN)
Arch Bishop John Onaiyekan have called on Nigerians, irre-
spective ofreligious leanings to understand and tolerate each
other so that they can co-exist peacefully for the develop-
ment ofthe country. The two leaders said this at the opening
ceremony ofthe first quarter general meeting ofthe Nigeria
Inter Religious Council (NIREC) in Bauchi State yesterday.

The meetingwhich had in attendance religious leadersand
traditional rulers from the North was aimed at finding asolu-
tionto incessant crises in the region. Abubakar Saad and John
Onaikan, who are co - chairmen of NIREC, condemned the
crises in the region.

“We need to understand, respect and tolerate one another.
Asa Muslim, you need to understand your Christian brother
and his religion and also asa Christian, you must understand
your Muslim brother and his religion”; the sultan said

He said NIREC was made up of25 Muslim leaders and 25
Christian leaders with 50 voluntary religious leaders.

“The council was formed to enable religious leaders come
together and engage themselves in dialogue, because dialogue
is the best way to tackle problems By the Grace of God, we
will find a solution to religious crises in the region,” he added

Archbishop John Onaiyekan while reiterating the councils
commitmenttowardsensuringacordial relationship between
Christians and Muslims in the country said NIREC was not
a government organization neither did it have any political
ambition. He maintained that it was for the sole purpose of
ensuring peace and harmony among the people.

Bauchi State Governor Isa Yuguda on his part said no
country could witness any meaningful development without
the peaceful coexistence of its people, warning politicians to
desist from using youths to cause trouble while seeking elec-
tive offices. The meeting had in attendance many religious
leaders and traditional rulers from the North, among them
were the emirs ofKano, llorin and the Shehu of Borno.
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Jos crisis: Court discharges
teenage suspect

From Ahmed Mohammed, ios

THE Federal High Court in Jos, Plateau State yesterday
discharged a 15 year old boy, Adamu Mohammed Rabiu,
of Yan kasuwa Rikkos of charges of involvement in the Jos
crisis filed against him. Adamu, a motorcycle mechanic,
was among the over 100 suspects ofthe Jos crises arraigned
before Justice Binta Bala Aliyu yesterday.

The discharge followed an application by the prosecu-
tion counsel, who is the Director for Public Prosecution in
the office of the Attorney General ofthe Federation, Bar-
rister Alex Adama, to withdraw the charges filed against
the accused. Barrister Adama said the office of the Attorney
General will file charges against him in the Magistrate Court
because ofhis age.

However, when the boy’ counsel attempted to take him

out ofthe court, the Police Officer in charge of Legal asked
the Mobile police men at the gate not to allow the suspectto
go because he was only discharged, not acquitted. The mat-
ter was later settled.

The prosecution counsel also applied to withdraw the
fresh charges filed against the suspects transferred from
the Abuja Federal High Court to the Jos Federal High
Court over the January 17, crisis. The judge agreed and
struck out the charges filed in Jos on March 25,2010 and
continued with the earlier charges filed by the prosecu-
tors in Abuja.

All the accused persons pleaded not guilty to the charges
preferred against them by the prosecution and the judge
fixed May4,5,6and 11,12,13,and 18,19,20 for continuation
ofhearing in the matter. He also ordered that the suspects be
remanded in prison custody.

Police orderly denies romance with deputy governor

MISS Nkeiru Ogueri, the police orderly to the wife ofthe Abia
State deputy governor, has denied an alleged love affair with
her principal’s husband.

The denial followed newspaper reports that Ogueri was
attacked by her principal, Mrs Uchechi Akomas, who alleg-
edly accused her of getting too close to the Deputy Governor,
ChiefChris Akomas.

Addressing newsmen in Umuahia yesterday, the orderly
said at no time did her principal attack her or inflict injuries
on her. She said the injury on her head was self-inflicted, say-
ing she hit her head on the car door while hurrying to open
it forher principal.

“Wewere scheduled for an assignment, but aswe were wait-
ing outside for signals to take-off, 1 was pressed and went into

the office to ease myself. Before | could finish, someone was
shouting my name that we were set to move and as | rushed
to open the door formy principal, | hit my head on the door,”
she said.

Ogueri said the deputy governor’ wife could not have
inflicted injury on her as she had never disagreed with her
on any issue. Also speaking at the briefing, the Police Public
Relations Officer (PPRO) in the state, Mr Ah Okechukwu,
said the clarification became necessary to dispel the rumour.

Okechukwu said those peddling the rumour might have
wanted to use it to settle personal differences.

He said he had contacted the chiefsecurity detail ofthe
deputy governor, who confirmed that the injury on Ogueri
was self-inflicted. (NAN)

Exciting Career Opportunities in the Foods Sector

Dangote Group is a diversified and fully integrated conglomerate with interests across a range of sectors in Nigeria and Africa. Current
interests include Cement Sugar, Flour, Salt Pasta, Beverages, Noodles, Poly Products, Transportation and Real Estate with new projectsin
the Oil and Gas, Telecommunication, Fertilizerand Steel sectors of the economy.

Dangote Flour Mills Pic requires the services of exceptional and highly motivated professionals to fill the following positions in Noodles,

Pasta and Flour businesses.

Regional Manager - Sales & Marketing

Area Sales Manager

Overall objectives of the job:
m Responsible for volume and revenue growth as per budgets
* Meeting regional profitability targets in line with budgets

m Business development and market expansion in line with the company's
growth strategies

m Competition tracking and analysis, market penetration and pricing
decisions

m | eadingand motivatingthesales&marketingteamsatarea level
* Build strategic relationships with key customersthrough CRM
m Channel managementand network development

* Enhance brand value through positioning, advertising and other marketing
support activities.

Role Profile:  Afirst degree in any discipline plus an MBA from a
recognized university or business school. Minimum of 1Syears post
qualification experience in sales and marketing, 5 of which must nave
been in a managerial role as an Area Sales Manager. Should not be
more than 40years.

Vacancies exist in the following locations: Lagos, Calabar,
Ibadan, Aba, Kano, Lafia and Maiduguri.

DANGOTE

Overall objectives of the job:

« Responsibleforvolume and revenue growth as per budgets

« Responsible for channel management and market development
intne area of operations

m Build strategic relationships with key customers through CRM

m Lead and motivate a team of front line sales officers to achieve
their budgeted targets

« Undertake marketing support activities to enhance the product
brand.

Role Profile:  Afirstdegree in any discipline plus an MBA from a
recognized university or business school. Minimum of I0years
post Qualification experience in sales and marketing, 5 ofwhich

must nave been in leading and managing teams of sales and

marketing professionals. Should not be more than 40years.

[tifffflfffll vacancies exist in the following locations: Lagos,
Calabar, Ibadan, Aba, Kano, Lafia and Maiduguri.

All positions require prior experience in FMCG industry
preferably in MNCs. Compensation will be competitive
and market driven. The ideal candidate should |

to work in any part of Nigeria.

Interested applicants should send CVto
careers@dangote-ijroup.com within 2 weeks of this
publication, indicating names and position applied
for in the subject line.


mailto:careers@dangote-ijroup.com
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'Why Kaduna prisoners rioted’

ALHAJI Atiku Abubakar

Adamawa PDP
blocks Atiku

| I have read with dismay all those
berating Jubril Aminu and Nyako
foropposing Atikus return the PDP.
] They forgot so early the humiliating
i treatment Atiku meted to Aminu
and Buba Marwa when the latter
jwanted to join the PDP in prepara-
tion for his 2007 presidential ambi-
)tion. Let Atiku taste a portion ofhis
"bitter medicine which he wielded
against his kinsmen when he was
in power. What goes around comes
around
Aminu Baba
ambabazaria@yahoo. co. uk

**************************

This is unacceptable. How can
you stop a bona fide citizen of this
country from going back to a party
he founded? | would advisethe PDP
NEC to wade into this matter before
itgetsoutofhand. Atiku hasour sup-
portand only God can stop him.

Abubakar Umar

whatlegacy@yahoo.com

I have a question for Jubril
Aminu, nyako and other Adamawa
state PDP leaders who have refused
to abide by the constitution of the
party that Atiku be registered back
in PDP together with his support-
ers. Could it be that they are scared
of him hijacking the party from
them as he returns or why have they
decided to make him more popular
bytheiraction?

TinaOko

okotina45@yahoo.com

Jonathan caves in -PDP

NEC meets Tuesday

mACTING President Goodluck
Jonathan should please limit his
scope to 2011 rather than set up
an unrealizable target for 20:2020
vision. That way he will be effective,
j Abubkr Badru Jkamshi

5 damuma@yahoo.com

| What is wrong in Jonathan
becoming the president of Nigeria?
I believe those who are against him
are corrupt officers who need to
be ousted out of office if need be.
Jonathan has proved himself wor-
thy in the short period ofhis acting
presidency office. Nigerians, lets
give him a chance. Thankyou
Emmanuel U. Duru
emmyduru4gud@yahoo. com
The masses of this country are
tiredofnorthern/southern anglesto
everything in the leadership ofthis
country. Goodluck, we can now see
electricity for 24 hours and there are
no more fuel queues. Please more of
this luck that isgood iswhat Nigeria
needs and nothing else.
Sagir Bununu
mgwaska@yahoo.com

THERE is serious indiscipline
in our prison system. Gullibility
and the need to make easy money
through whatever means are the

main problemswith our public sec-
tor. Rich and influential prisoners
will continue to have their ways in
the prisonsifreal and concrete steps

are nottaken by the prisonauthori-
ties to check this activity. There are
many ‘Reverend Kings” and politi-
cians in the prison who easily get
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their ways simply because they can

buy their freedom. Itisa pity.
Abdullahi Ibrahim
giriabdul@yahoo.com

FG borrows $1 bn from World Bank

BUT why hasemphasis ofthe budg-
etary provisions for so long now in
Nigeriashiftedsignificantly fromthe
goal ofachieving domestic & exter-
nal balance to that ofhow to obtain
financial resources to meet govern-
ment proposed expenditure? | am
worried because it now apparent that
we being gradually and cunningly
trapped back into a debt crisis that
would affect even the future genera-
tion because our politicians want to
finance 201 | 5election underthe veil
of financing infrastructural deficit
which for donkey years has defied
solution. Myhonest advise isthatwe
should not accept any carrot being
dangled before us rather we should
that ensure our proposed expendi-
ture pattern is related to movement
in receipt

Nura Kabuga

nurakabuga@yahoo.com

I will like to suggest to the Act-
ing President Goodluck Jonathan
that instead of a 7-point agenda,

he should please focus on a 1 point
agenda that is achievable. The
improvement in our power sector
will suffice. That alone can help in
achieving the vision 20-20 plans of
the government.

Abubkr Badru Jkamshi

damuma@yahoo.com

It$ great to hear that the Acting
President will be signing the years
budget today. We hope that the
National Assembly will, through its
oversight functions, ensure that the
budget is implemented to the latter.
Furthermore, it is disheartening to
hear that Nigeria is going a-borrow-
ing again after the loan pay back by
the Obasanjo administration. Of
what import are all these loans to
average Nigerians?

Ibrahim T. Ibrahim

elkutigi@gmail.com

The Federal Governmentisyetto
convince us ofany need to borrow
funds again. Itis counterproductive

ACTING President Goodluck Jonathan

because previous execution ofbor-
rowed funds has been in marred
controversy. Afterall, the presidency
has never executed any budget. The
argumentto borrow in otherto fund
this yearsbudget deficit is lame.

Adzu Midlu

adzumails@yahoo.com

When OBJpaid-offNigerias for-
eign loan during his tenure we were

The'Mega Party'humpty-dumpty:

Many chiefs, no Indians

THIS is a good analysis. The
summary of all this is that a
mass-based, ideologically ori-
ented party cannot be formed
overnight utilizing the meth-
odology of chop-chop parties
like the PDP. The party thatyou
clamor for will take sustained
mobilization, organization,
discipline and struggle to cre-
ate and nurture. It (the party)

is least about 2011 (or, even
2015,) elections, for that matter.
But, it is about winning power
on a long term basis and using
it to improve the lives over 150
million Nigerians disempow-
ered by the present scheme of
things. Buhari isan ideal leader
for such a movement. But, does
he realize this? Does he realize
and accept the practical impli-

cations of these? Or, is he con-
sumed by the unnecessarily
mindless and painfully distract-
ing ambition to be ‘President’at
all costs, utilizing the discred-
ited and corrupt PDP method-
ology? These are some of the
questions, Malam Kawu. Only
time will tell!

Mohammed

excysl @yahoo.com

Students want FGto abolish HND, degree dichotomy

WHY should the office ofd HOS
stall the approval? Dont they see
how organizations and individu-
als clearly discriminate on this
issue? HND has no reason to
continue if it cannot be equal to
a university degree. NAPS please
lets organize to protest the HOS
action.

Salisu

usman__salisu@yahoo.com

The purpose of polytechnic is

ANPP demands

THE Senate of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria under the
leadership of David Mark is set-
ting a dangerous precedence
by not swearing in Mr. Igbeke
who was declared winner of the

to equip tomorrow’ leaders with
practical and technical knowledge
for them to squarely address the
potential and existing practical
and technical problems that may
arise. The problem lies with our
government, both military and
civilian. They would preach the
gospel of technological develop-
ment and instead of underpin-
ning its foundation, they destroy
it. Nigeria at 50 is still hiring for-
eign experts to install railways,

to dredge the Niger, [to invest etc.
The duration and academic expo-
sure are the same for both HND
and Bsc. Butin practice and expe-
rience exposure, the HND hold-
ers are better. Government con-
siders HND graduates undesira-
ble. Private sector considers both
university and polytechnic gradu-
ates half-baked. What is required
in Nigeria?

Ashafa Abubakar

ashman 1428@yahoo.com

Igheke's swearing-in at Senate

2007 election in Anambra North
senatorial district after INEC
has issued him a certificate of
return. If the Law must rule,
the law makers must observe
the rule of law by respecting the

verdict of the Court of Appeal
Enugu division that returned
Mr. Igbeke as the duly elected
senator.
Ibrahim T. Ibrahim
elkutigi@gmail.com

allproudandhappy because wewere
told that that was the beginning of
freedom. Here we are again going
to borrow to augment budget defi-
cit What brought about the deficit
in the first place? Ifour leaders are
sincere the best way to manage our
lean purse is to reduce the cost of
governance.

H. 1. Rogo

papaharund09@gmail.com

'Why doctors must
head health ministry’

IT is quite unfortunate that Nige-
rians and the Nigerian nation live
on falsehood and sycophancy
all in search of favoritism either
for self or group gain. The same
medical doctors who strongly
feel there should be a Surgeon-
General are not in support of
Pharm.D in the country - a pro-
gramme that has been operational
forlonginthe USA where they are
borrowing the Surgeon-General
portfolio from.

And | will like to ask this pro-
fessor of medicine to sincerely tell
us if the work in the health min-
istry is medical or administrative
and what makes him think that it
is only medical doctors that have
got the training to lead any medi-
cal team which include other very
prominent and dynamic profes-
sionals like pharmacists, physio-
therapists, nurses, medical lab. sci-
entists, microbiologist and others.

Adinoyi Yahaya A

yahadeen@yahoo.com

Come and dear
your name
-Farida tells Ibori

THE face-off between the EFCC
arid former governor of Delta
state James lIbori is threatening
to'snowball into something more
serious than just an investigation
going by the recent reactions by
his supporters.

Abubkr Badrujkamshi

damurna@yahoo.com
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Oyinbo at it again

£ £ Itislike someone using tea-
spoon to steal water from
the ocean. By the time you
become aware, he has already
done enough damage.” That’s
how they do it.

I once watched an ‘Oyinbo’agency
advert on television about child
abuse; about a father who slapped his
son and was about pulling his belt.
| thought these people were~being
insincere. Knowingtheir ‘Oyinbo’cul-
ture and values are very different from
our own, couldn’t they have chosen
something elseto portray child abuse?

A visit to the NTAs Newsline
archive would surely provide a lot of
footage to drive the pointhome bet-
ter. And as people are bound to be
ashamed by being beamed on national
television, perhaps this would help in
checking these problems.

We all know that our cultures are
not the same. Therefore, before we
swallow what they say hook, line and
sinker, please remember this advert
coming from a person whose child
shouts at, whose child walks outon, as
his talking does not give you an alter-
native to what to do otherwise. When
he does, please remember to cross-
check to see ifitdid work for him, or
what kind ofsociety he lives in.

| believe every religion preaches
that we punish the wrong doer as a
way of correcting him and deterring
others.

Are we notthe same peaple

same left hand white eating?

Do you believe them because you
feel they are always right? Imagine,
they invented the feeding bottle and
told our Mums to give us cow milk
and now made a U-turn to say a
mothersbreastisthe best. They made
profits off our Mums for the bot-
tles and the milk and made many a
grandmothergrumble as she watched
a human child being brought up on
animal milk.

s a matter of fact, how many
‘un-oyinboyish’ things do
you know? Things you can

remember from olden days that Mum
and Grand Mum did, that “Oyinbo”is
now discovering works better.

Is it child delivery? Yes it is con-
firmed and they have agreed that the
squatting method is the most natural
way. Now even their hospitals give the
option ofsquatting ifone wants.

Is it birth companion? They
are now encouraging it even citing
examples from ancient Egypt. Afri-
can women have always known that
you need someone very close to you,
a woman like you, most probably
who has had a child or two. So ones
grandmother, mother and aunts are
ever ready.

How about eating with the left
hand? | cannot comprehend how it
got into our people. Are we not the
same people that getoffended ifgiven
something with the lefthand? So how

Hajiyayye
Liman

maumarzuq@yahoo.com

can someone convince you to take the
same lefthand while eating?

One just needs to watch the pro-
grams on our televisions to see how
they dump their programs”trying to
erode our culture and values? You
cant watch any television program
without seeing a woman virtually
naked. TheyVve taken nudity to the
height of fashion, the less you wear
the more fashionable you are!

ecause they are clever, the
target audience are young
adults who have time to

devote to the Soap Operas, the musi-

cal clips - see this ‘6himi (camisole)
age” as | call it, these programs were
bombarded with young girls wearing
these things asthe “in-thing” thatisin
vogue, in season and so it caught on
in Nigeriawhether from “bend down”
markets or boutiques. Our girls just
got to wear, but who says you have to
be naked to be beautiful? Besides have
you forgotten when they firstbrought
us the ‘shimi”chemise, camisole vest,
they said it was to be worn beneath
ones clothing! It was even consid-
ered un-lady’like to let it or the bra
straps to appear from underneath
your dress.

Its like as they threw away their
morals, a piece of clothing went with
it. Just watch movies from the sixties
and see how their women dressed.
These werewomen who wouldnt even
let a man see their ankles! But they
have reincarnated in women whose
bosoms are a feast for the eyes ofany-
one that cares to look.

Just imagine the extrawork to our
University administrators. They now
have to go about making dress codes
for their students, when at eighteen
and above, they are adults and should
know better.

ets clean up our television pro-
Lg rams/adverts, because we have
awhole generation growing up
on television programs. They have
taken over ‘yargala-gala”(children’s
play), ten-ten”, etc. If we allow these
people to dump every trash on us, not
considering our culture and values,
as we watch the stuff from day to day,
even those things not in consonance
with our culture and hitherto con-
sidered abnormal, become normal.
It becomes a part of us and therefore
ingrained in aconsiderable number of
ouryoung adults, therefore some peo-
ple have succeeded over us, pushing
their own culture, values and way of
lifeon notonly these young adults but,
their children too.

This generation ofpeople will now
come to see the world their way, just
how they wantthem to see it. So ifthis
isnot “abuse” I dont know what is -
if you asked me, | would say itseven
“double abuse”.

Finally, dont just believe this or
that is child abuse because they say
so. Give a stern look when it should
be given, a shout when necessary, a
spanking at the right time, a smile
when it should be given, a hug when
it is deserved and a reward when it is
merited.
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By Aloy Ejimakor

Dingyadi vs. Wamakko: What Supreme
Court's Intervention means

he  Supreme Court
recendy issued a stay-of-
proceedings orderon the
second’ Sokoto gover-
norship election petition,

the interpretation of the constitu-
tion]; which immediately triggered
Supreme Court jurisdiction regard-
less of any other constitutional pro-
vision;

which is before the Court of Appeather pertinent fact to keep in

That intervention came at about the
time appeal court was to give its final
decision. A party to the case, Alhaji
Magatakarda Wamakko raised acon-
stitutional an under Sections 295 and
36 of the Constitution in addition to
allegations ofbias he previously made
before the National Judicial Council
(NJC) against six Justices ofthe Court
of Appeal, including its president.

The case is certainly a contro-
versial one, not least because of its
drawn-out nature. It has already
gone two full cycles from when it first
began in 2007 with Dingyadis initial
challenge ofWamakkoselectoral vic-
tory in court, and succeeded in get-
ting the election annulled on hiscon-
tention that the election was marred
by irregularities and that Wamakko
was unqualified to contest.

owever, the court also

H ordered that Wamakko was

eligible to contest in the re-

run election, in which Wamakko
prevailed. Butthe question that Din-
gyadi has been asking the courts
to answer since then is whether
Wamakko, who was ruled unquali-
fied for the 2007 election could also,
by the same judgment, granted be
qualified to be a candidate in the re-
run election. It may appear a simple
question to determine, but itwas one
that to date is still exercising the bar

and bench.

Now, Section 295(3) says that
“Where any question as to the inter-
pretation or application of this con-
stitution arises in anyproceedings in
the Court ofAppeal and the court is
ofopinion that the question involves a
substantial question oflaw, the court
may, and shall ifanyparty to thepro-
ceedings so requests, refer the question
to the Supreme Court which shallgive
its decision upon the question andgive
such directions to the Court ofAppeal
as it deems appropriate”

he process Wamakko filed
under Section 295 before the
Supreme Court is not a direct

mind isthat Section 295 (like Section
233(2) (b) also began by saying that
“Where any question as to the inter-
pretation or application ofthis consti-
tution arises in anyproceedings in the
Court ofAppeal™ So, both Sections
are in companion and inpari mate-
ria. Besides, they are clearly meant

to be a limited constitutional excep-
tion to the exclusive jurisdiction of
the CourtofAppeal on governorship
election petitions, provided the spe-
cific conditions enumerated therein
are met.

pon due consideration, |
dare say that Wamakko met
all those conditions. Thus,

under the tenor of Section 233(2) (b)

alone, an interlocutory appeal clearly
liesto the Supreme Courton the nar-
row fuestion of law alone’ raised by
Wamakko. Therefore, at this junc-
ture, 1 will again resolve this issue in
favour of CIN Katsina-Alu.

Under the Third Schedule to the
Constitution, the ChiefJustice, sitting
as the Chairman ofthe National Judi-
cial Council, has disciplinary pow-
ers over the President and Justices of
the Court of Appeal. And this often
arises when a litigant before them
raises allegations ofbias or breach of
otherjudicial code ofethics.

The disciplinary control of the
NJC over the Court of Appeals and
its President includes the authority
to receive and determine petitions
against them and recommend their
removal from office. Removals are
often mandatory once they are rec-
ommended.

ere we are with a spate of
petitions pending against the
President and five Justices

ofa Court of Appeals, believed by a

party-opponent before them to have
lost their impartiality. W hat to do?
Simple - putthe CourtofAppeal case
on hold, hear the Sections 295 and
36 actions, dispose of the petitions,
and bam: the case goes back to the
CourtofAppeal, which, ifhowever it
renders its decision, the heavens will

and absolute appeal of a governwmot fall in the Caliphate because eve-

ship election petition, over which
itisnotin dispute that the Supreme
Court has no jurisdiction; rather it
is a single-issue, narrow appeal of
Court of Appeal decision or opin-
ion on a question that borders on

ryone would have been rest assured
that the proceedings passed all the
necessary ‘integrity tests’

Ejimakor can be reachedatalloy-
law@yahoo.com
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read in the papers that the
legendry Diego Maradona
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players out of a possible 23 play-
ers (barring injury or other cala-
mines) will be in his squad to
South Africa.

Meanwhile, back home the
Nigeria coach Lars Lagerback
{some call him “Lag-at-Back” has
just submitted a least of 44 play-
ers which he still needs to prune
down to 23 before the start of the
World Cup tournament which is

his Argentinean players that wiHome 50 days away. What it means

trade tackles with their Nigerian
counterpart come June 12 at the
world cup. We also read that 20

is that we don't have a squad yet
when other countries are already
putting finishing touches to their

Textuson 08131800030

No-go area?

IT isvery unfortunate and painful
that even passersby through Pla-
teau State were not exempt from
the incessant killing in that state.
As far as various governments
show no concern in protecting the
lives and properties ofthe people,
my advice to the travellers to the
various states is that they should
shun Plateau state to save their
lives.

HAMISU G Mele, Abuja,
08039785895,

Why attack the innocent?

THE Killing of innocent travel-
lers in Jos is inhuman. Security
agencies should not relent in their
effort to restore peace in the state
and the nation at large. Govern-
ment should also make sure the
killers are brought to book to
avoid it spreading; and leaders and
elders ofthat village should be held
responsible for allowingthe killing
ofinnocent souls to take place in
their communities. And life of

travellers along Jos road should
be protected; otherwise travellers
would resort to self-defence.
HARUNA Imam, Kaduna,
08038226335.

Hot air

WHETHER Gov Murtala Nyako
and Senator Jibril Aminu like it
or not, Atiku Abubakar will join
the ruling Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) because Allah’s will
isbeyond man’ imagination.
BELLO, Jada, Adamawa State,
08032888305.

AS atrue democrat, Gov Nyako
should allow PDP congresses to
take place in Adamawa state so
that much-needed new blood
and fresh brains will be injected
in party.

OPALO Wodikada, Numan,
Adamawa State, 07056881988.

Uniting for a purpose
NIGERIANS should say No! to

preparations. As at today, the
South Africa team camping in
Germany will be playing awarm-
up match with North Korea, the
quality ofthe opposition does not
matter for as long as it affords a
coach the opportunity to perfect
his strategies.

With our level of preparation
and other things staring us in the
face, do we need a soothsayer to
tell us how we will perform at the
Mundial?

[ Jatua, Minna

the under-develop politics of re-
cycling mindless rulers. Nigeri-
ans should break away from the
past out-dated regimes of klep-
tomaniacs. We need a Nigerian
Obama.

ZAHARADIN Sarki, Funtua,
Katsina State, 08066016906.

Re: 2011:1support Babang-
ida's bid

THIS was on page 15, Daily Trust,
April 22. Abba Mohammed B.
Shuwas first paragraph was an
insult to most Nigerians! Please
ifhe likes IBB, that’ his preroga-
tive, but language and statistics
should be watched (no excuse
because he is Leeds-based). IBB
is not good for Nigeria; his eco-
nomic, political experiments are
the basis of our present impasse.
Some people simply have no
“good” in them.

ABDUL Murtala Muhammad,
08067697000.

6 * By Vincent Agha

Dingyadi vs. Wamakko: Awaiting
Supreme Court's June 4 verdict

he intervention of the Chief Justice of Nigeria,
Justice Aloysius Katsina-Alu in the appeal judg-
ment in the Sokoto gubernatorial case has been
controversial, to say die least. It may have exposed
a possible rift between the CIJN and President of
the Appeal Court on one hand and Justices of the Supreme
Court and Nigerian Bar Association (NBA) on the other.

What happened recently during the conferment of title
of Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN) to some lawyers at the
Supreme court further showed highlighted the rift between
the bar and bench. The exclusion of the President of the
NBA and Attorney General ofthe Federation to deliver their
speeches at that occasion testified to that. The danger is that
the SOkoto gubernatorial election saga is casting questions of
integrity on the conduct of men ofthe noble profession. Ithas
dragged some politics into it too.

Recendy, Senator Dahiru Tambuwal, who is the Chairman
Senate Committee on Judiciary, and who should be out ofthe
fray as an impartial lawmaker, swore to an affidavit support-
ing the suspension of judgment of the Court of Appeal on
Sokoto Appeal matter.

The stand taken by the CIN on this matter is avery com-
plicating factor in this issue that long should have been deter-
mined without such interference.

Eventhe administrative interference ofthe court proceed-
ing by the CJIN will in no small measure further tarnish the
image ofthe judiciary. Itishigh time to call CIN to order and
allow justice to take its course no matter whose ox is gored!
We may not know it, but the signs are they that crisis is brew-
ing in thejudiciary as a result ofthis unwarranted indiscrete
intervention!

It is well-known that twice the judges of the appeal court
attempted to deliver their judgment; twice the CIN and
Supreme Court intervened and stopped its delivery.

This is not only delay tactics; it may eventually be a cal-
culated effort to allow the case to lapse, which would be an
unfortunate injustice.

Now that the justices of the Supreme Court have
announced June 4 as date ofruling to determine their stand
on this matter, it may be that the outcome would sharpen
judicial independence over issues that affect election mat-
ters in Nigeria.

Counsel to Independent National Electoral Commission
(INEC), Malam Yahaya Mahmud is understandably biased
in his public comments on the matter because ofthe prior
illegality in which INEC allowed to conducts the re-run elec-
tion in dispute.

Nigerians look forward confidently to the statement of
Justice Mahmoud Mohammed that doingjustice has notbeen
compromised; justice should be done to all the parties.

This is the most opportune time to reconcile themselves
to protect the sanctity and trust ofthe law. The political stand
of senators over such issue is pointer that some of our Sena-
tors ere more interested in their selfish interest than ensuring
fairness and justice.

Forensuring justice and rule of law according to the con-
stitutional provision in Nigeria, the Presidency, National
Assembly and other eminentjurists should have waded in as
matter of principle into this judicial crisis, before the matter
threatened to bring the judiciary close to disrepute.

On the other hand, the NBAwas right to protest the undue
interest ofthe CJN, to the extent ofinterfering in the processes
ofthe Appeal court and other courts.

Nigerian Judiciary must maintain the provisions in the
Nigerian Constitution that specify the constitutional limits
of every court, as the NBA has canvassed. Great care must
therefore be taken that superior courts do not go beyond the
limits oftheir constitutional jurisdiction and trample on the
jurisdictions oflower courts.

It istime we reminded our revered lordships that its sen-
sible to stand on their feet. They need not to succumb to any
political pressure in order to go astray. Otherwise, it is the
much-vaunted new-found independence of the judiciary
would fizzle out like it never happened.

I’ll close with this quotation ofthe NBA over the current
debacle affecting the Judiciary. To make meaningfulprogress
in our democracy, all ofus involved in the administration of
justice must always take steps not only to obey the constitution
but adhere to its terms-

Aghaisofthe Nigerian Network ForJustice, WaffRoad,
Kaduna.


mailto:letters@dailvtrust.com

lie

DAILYI&TRUST

EDITORIAL

No. 20 P.O.W. Mafemi Crescent, Off Solomon Lar Way,
Utako District, Abuja
09-6726241,6715364

Avoidable jailbreak

n attempt at jailbreak at the main prison yard in

Kaduna last Tuesday caused the death of seven

inmates. Several other persons, including officials

of Nigeria Prison Service, sustained injuries dur-

ing the attempt. According to prison officials, no
inmate escaped. However, the prison’sadministrative block was
setablaze, allegedly by the prison inmates.

This would be the second such incident in the same location
in four months.

Trouble appeared to have begun when some of the inmates
suspected that a colleague on death row was being transferred,
preparatory to possible execution, and balked at the prospect.
Other reports suggested that congestion inside the cell for rob-
bery suspects might have led to discontent among the inmates,
triggering protest for improved welfare.

W hatever the real cause was, the attempt at jailbreak and the
fatalities that followed it, were all avoidable.

The nation’ prisons are notorious for their congestion. The
Kaduna prison, the scene of the jailbreak attempt, was built to
hold 534 inmates; by the time of the attempt, they were 797 of
them in it. Of that number, 539 inmates are those labelled as
awaiting trial. Such a limited space for so many inmates is itself
a source for security concerns. The prison officials also showed
an appalling lack of intelligence and security consciousness to
be unable to ascertain that the inmates were planning some mis-
chief, and thus failed to take appropriate measures to nip it in
the bud.

ongestion in prisons is a national problem, and it would
em that the steps being taken to decongest the coun-
try’sjails are not nearly fast enough to keep pace with its
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Maintaining even-handedness
In anti-graft fight

he assumed fight

against corruption

in the Nigeria is as

a long one. Vari-

ous regimes have
claimed to fight corruption.
Pooh!! The fight against corrup-
tion between 1999 and now as
we can see is laughable. The sys-
tematic and professional fraud
in high places makes one won-
der who deserves the dubious
title of the King of Corruption
in Nigeria among some public
office holders, past and present
and 419 fraudsters.

When Former President
Obasanjo instituted the Eco-
nomic and Financial Crimes
Commission some years back,
many Nigerians applauded his
effort. But the applause did not
last long. The hope of Nigeri-
ans then was that all those who
had a hand in the looting ofthe
nation’ treasury, thus depriving
ordinary Nigerians their share
of the national cake, would be
brought to book, irrespective of
their social, economic or politi-
cal standing. Pooh!! For where?
W ith the present state ofthings
in Nigeria, EFCC has shown its
obvious ineffectiveness. EFCC
has done enough to convince
Nigerians that it is nothing but
a figurehead that is being used

rowing population. Problems associated with this are the slowas a tool to hound and discredit
pace in dealing with pending court cases. The various state com-political opponents.

mittees for the prerogative of mercy are either inactive, or have
notbeen working fastenough in the execution oftheir mandate.
Some statesare known to have no such committees in operation.

In addition to all these problems is the lack of diligent pros-
ecution. Inthevast majority ofsuch cases, prosecution isusually
carried out by police personnel, who often get moved to other
areas ofresponsibilities, or transferred to other stations. In such
conditions, the cases they handle get lost in the maze of paper-
work, while suspects in remand languish in jails.

Often, suspects involved in minor cases like petty thefts, are
remanded in prison for years awaiting trial because of slipshod
documentation, or because the investigating police officer has
been moved to another duty. Virtually forgotten, they spend
more time incarcerated than they would if they had been con-
victed. There are categories of inmates who have been on death
row for years and who exhausted all avenues in the judicial sys-
tem. The relevantauthorities have not signed the death warrants,
orcommuted their sentences.

isputsastrain onthe prison system, which must provide
the funds to cater for the inmates, and on the individual,
whoisleftinalegal limbo and who would ipsofacto justifi-
ably nurse a sense of injustice by agents of the state.

Inorderto avoid recurrences ofsuch incidents, itisimportant
thata comprehensive action plan to decongest the nation’s prison
system be put in place. Such plan, part ofthe ongoing prison
reform, should include a programme to speed up die dispensa-
tion ofjustice in the country.

It should be part of the police code of procedure that any
police personnel investigating or prosecuting civil or criminal
cases, mustremain engaged until the casesare properly disposed
of, or properly documented in such a way that litigants’ inter-
estswould notbejeopardized by their being transferred to fresh
investigating or prosecuting officers.
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issue of James lbori,
former governor of Delta
State, and the EFCC

By Kenneth Uwadi

dering for the period of May 29,
1999 to May 29,2007.

They sited a Federal High
Court sitting in Asaba, Delta
State were Ibori was discharged
and acquitted of all 170 charges
of corruption brought against
him by the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission
(EFCC). The case, which had
dragged on for two years with the
judgment date postponed no less
than three times, was rested by
the trial judge, Marcel Awokule-
hin. The judge threw Out all the
charges against Mr. Ibori on the
ground that there was no clear
evidence againstthe former gov-
ernor.

Itis good news that the Presi-.

of Jigawa stole 36 billion naira,
Joshua Dariye of Plateau state
stole an amount not stated; Orji
Uzor Kalu of Abia state (5 bil-
lion naira); Rasheed Ladoja of
Oyo state (6 billion naira); Jolly
Nyame of Taraba state (180 mil-
lion naira); Chimaroke Nnamani
ofEnugu state (5.3 billion naira);
Boni Haruna of Adamawa state
(93 million naira) and Michael
Botmang of Plateau (1. 5 bil-
lion naira): Nyeson Wike of
Rivers State (4.7 billion naira);
Senator lyabo Obasanjo alleg-
edly (10 million naira); Babalola
Borishade (5.6 billion naira);
Femi-Fani-Kayode (250 million
naira).

W

hy are these men
walking the street of
Nigeria as free men?

The issue of James Ibori, former
governor of Delta State, and the
EFCC should be making every
rightthinking Nigerian

burn with anger.

dency wants to review criminal
cases against past public office
holders. It is a good thing for
the presidency to have the cour-
age and the candour to begin to
review criminal cases against
past public office holders. How-

should be making every righér, whatever the case is, what is
thinking Nigerian burn wdélace for the goose is also sauce

anger. EFCC has announced to
Nigerians that it has declared
Ibori wanted once again over
alleged official corruption and
money laundering. However,
Ibori has described his current
problem with the EFCC as polit-
ical harassment that demands a
vigorous legal challenge so that
Nigeria is not ruled like a fief-
dom. Iboris camp has cried out
against the renewed onslaught
against him, alleging that it was
ordered by Aso Rock to pay Ibori
back for remaining in the camp
of President Umaru YarAdua
instead of being with Acting
President Goodluck Jonathan.
They claimed that Waziri has
been told that the only way she
would retain her job is to hunt
down and imprison Ibori, in a
scheme said to be geared towards
getting him out ofthe way ahead
ofthe 2011 elections

oris camp claimed that it is
matter ofpublic record and
judicial decisions that the

for the gander. It has been widely
reported that Malam Nuhu
Ribadu’s case, which is pend-
ing before the Code of Conduct
Tribunal is about to be discon-
tinued. Why? The Presidency
has not publicly told Nigerians
whether the charge against Rib-
adu is being withdrawn on com-
passionate grounds or because
he has reviewed the case and
discovered that Ribadu actually
declared his assets on assumption
ofoffice as EFCC chairman. Who
re-looted Tafa Balogun loot?

werians will also not
rget when the EFCC
leased the names of 56

Does itmean that EFCC does not
have the capacity to bring them
to justice?

We will never forget the
EFCC report on the looting of
Rivers State treasury during the
regime of Dr Peter Odili. More
than 100 million Nigerians will
feel good if Kalu, Bola Tinubu,
Odili and others are sent behind
bars, since EFCC said they are
corrupt.

The EFCC told us that they
have evidence to prosecute Orji
Uzor Kalu and his likes. They
named Tinubu along with him.
Hence, on the 10th of October
2006, the EFCC undertook what
easily went as its single largest
crackdown on corruption in
Abia State. The crackdown even
involved Kalus mother! To
elaborate on Abia State, he said:
‘Abia is number one not because
it is number one alphabetically
but because we have one of the
biggest established cases ofsteal-
ing, money laundering, diversion

igerians it alleged collectivElynds against Governor Kalu,”
removed over N243 billion &rdding that the governor used

the nations treasury. The names,
some of which the EFCC Chair-
man, Mrs. Farida Waziri, referred
to as politically revered people in
the international community,
were contained in a list handed
over to the leadership of the
Nigeria Labour Congress (NLC).

EFCC has at various times onThe listcontained names ofwell-
ehalf of the Attorney Generalknown politicians, former gover-

vigorously investigated every
aspect of Iboris tenure as Gov-
ernor of Delta State and failed to
find any crime committed, inclu-
sive of allegations of conspiracy,
official corruption, diversion
And misappropriation of public
funds, stealing and money laun-

nors, ministers, permanent sec-
retaries, civil servants, chairmen
and members of parastatal agen-
cies, local government chairmen,
members ofthe House of Repre-
sentatives and senators.

From the list EFCC alleged
that ex-governors Saminu Turaki

.his mother, daughter, wife and

brotherto divertbillions to build
his business empire, including
Slok Airlines, Slok Pharmaceu-
ticals, and a newspaper house.
This was a very strong statement
coming from Nuhu Ribadu.

For the fight against corrup-
tion in Nigeria to be successful,
the EFCC must treat all suspects
equally. The agency must ensure
that in all cases of corruption
involving politically exposed
persons, justice must not only
be done but mustbe seen to have
been done.

Uwadi writesfrom Mmahu-
Egbema, Imo state.
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A Harvest of Beauty

Join MTN and the people of Kebbi State at the end of the Zuru farming season as they
celebrate the U'hofa Festival, featuring the youth's eligibility-for-marriage C'lela rites which
seethe 14to 17yearolds become menandwomen.

Featuring music, dance and acrobatic displays. Plus a raffle draw with prizes including
DVD's, Hi-Fi players and generators.

Zuru Township Stadium

23rd & 24th April 2010. MTN

MTN Kulturefest- It'sanother way MTN enriches lives.

www.mtnonline.com


http://www.mtnonline.com

DAILY TRUST  Friday, April 23,2010

*1*  Felicitation!

4 Uth Anniversary

The Chairman, Kogi LGA, Kogi State,
Hon. (Barr) Shaba Ibrahim, on behalf of
the entire people of Kogi Local
Government Area, heartily felicitate
with His Royal Majesty,

Alhaji (Dr) Shuaibu Mamman Lafiya
OON, Ohimege Igu Koton-Karfe, on the
occasion of the 40th Anniversary

Of his coronation

His Royal Majesty,
Alhaji (Dr) Shuaibu Mamman Lafiya oon,
Ohimege Igu Koton-Karfe

AGABAIDU, we wish you more fruitful and peaceful R© jQn. Amin.

Signed'
HON. (BARRISTER) SHABA IBRAHIM
Chairman, Kogi Local Government Area.
Kogi State.
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INTERNATIONAL

Iran's Ahmadinejad In
Zimbabwe to meetwith Mugabe

IRAN’S President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad arrived in Zim-
with President Robert Mugabe, as
Mugabe’ partners in a fractious
unity government slammed the
visitas a scandal.

Ahmadinejad, whose visit is
expected to produce araftoftrade
and cooperation agreements, is
scheduled to open the country’s
main trade fair in the second city
of Bulawayo today.

But the Movement for Dem-
ocratic Change (MDC), the
party that shares power with
Mugabes ZANU-PF in a fragile
unity government, said inviting
Ahmadinejad to open the trade

fair was “a colossal political scan-
dal”

man to an investment forum is
like inviting a mosquito to cure
malaria,” the party said in a state-
ment.

“Ahmadinejad,s visit is not
only an insult to the people of
Zimbabwe, but an affront to
democracy and to the oppressed
people of Iran.”

Both Ahmadinejad and
Mugabe are known for their con-
troversial policies and anti-West-
ern rhetoric.

Ahmadinejad currently faces
the threat of new United Nations
sanctions over Iran’s nuclear pro-

gramme, while hlugabe is embat-
tled over complaints that he has
ing agreement reached last year
with the MDC in the wake ofcon-
troversial elections.

Both men have also clung to
power through elections marred
by violence and allegations of
fraud, Ahmadinejad after a
bloody presidential election in
2009 and Mugabe after sharply
criticised polls in 2002 and 2008.

Ahmadinejad’ trip is part of
an Africa tour also scheduled to
include a visit to UN Security
Council member Uganda, where
he will discuss Irans nuclear pro-
gramme, according to Iranian

AFRICA REPORT"19j

state television.

The trip gains significance as
pressure for a new round of UN
sanctions against Iran.

Uganda currendy holds one of
the rotating seats on the Security
Council.

Irans  Foreign  Minister
Manouchehr Mottaki has said
Tehran plans to open talks with
all 15 Security Council members
in an effort to break a deadlock
on a nuclear fuel supply deal that
has put it at odds with Western
powers.

In Zimbabwe, the lIranian
leader is also due to sign various
trade agreements and launch a

Rebels say Sudan troops preparing to attack Darfur

MAIN Darfur rebel group the Justice and Equality Movement (JEM)
yesterday accused Khartoum of preparing to launch an attack on the
war-torn western Sudan region despite a peace pact.

“Accordingto reports from our commanders on ground, an offensive
is being prepared against our forces in the north and east of Darfur,”
JEM spokesman Ahmed Hussein Adam told AFP. “Armoured tanks
and government troops are moving towards JEM strongholds right at
this moment,” he added.

“This proves that the government wants to extricate itselffrom the
peace after the elections, and seeks to confront JEM on the ground.”
Adam warned that any “attack will destroy all hopes for peace.”

“We will officially inform the mediators ofthis imminent attack on
our forces and this aggression only crowns the numerous violations
which have taken place... since signing the accord,” he added.

JEM and the Sudanese government in February signed a framework
peace pactin Dohawhich was hailed by the international community as
a major step towards bringing peace to Darfur after seven devastating

years of war in the western Sudanese region.

But talks between Khartoum and JEM have since run into trouble
and adeadline set under the accord for completing the peace deal passed
on March 15 without agreement. JEM, the largest militant rebel group
in Darfur, on March 29 threatened to resume its armed struggle ifthe
talks hit a dead end.

Sudan’ chiefpeace negotiator AminRassan Omar at the same time
accused JEM of being “not serious” about reaching a final settlement.
Omar accused the rebels of violating the ceasefire and failing to free
prisoners despite a pledge to do so.

JEM had alsodemanded adelay in Sudan’first multi-party elections
in more than two decades but the poll went ahead from April 11 to 15.
Results of the election, which was marred by opposition boycotts, are
still awaited. Darfur, an arid desert region the size of France, has been
gripped by a civil war since 2003 that has killed some 300,000 people
and displaced another 2.7 million, according to UN figures. Khartoum
says 10,000 people have died.

series of joint ventures between
the two countries in the agricul-
sectors.

The trade fair that he will open
was a major calendar event in
Zimbabwe, but has become more
localised in recent years as the
country has battled an economic
crisis which saw inflation soar to
multiples ofbillions.

Zimbabwe enjoys good rela-
tions with Iran as well as several
east Asian countries after Mugabe
launched a “Look East” policy in
response to isolation by the West
following Harares controversial
land reforms and the disputed
2002 elections.

Measles
spread

In Africa,
UN raises
alarm

ALMOST 200 children have died
ofmeasles in 16 African countries
in three months, the UN World
Health Organisation and UN
Childrens Fund (UNICEF) said
yesterday, asking for funds for
vaccinations. “Sixteen countries
of west and central Africa are in
the throes of a measles outbreak,
with 22,364 cases and 185 deaths,
in theyear to March 28,” the two
agencies said in a statement.

The worst outbreaks have
occurred in Chad, the Democratic
Republic ofCongo, Nigeria, Libe-
ria, Burkina Faso and Cameroon.
Mauritania, Ivory Coast, Guinea,
Mali, Niger, Sierra Leone, Benin,
the Central African Republic, Sen-
egal and Togo are also affected.

The UN agencies pointed out
that in west and central Africa,
most countries had vaccinated
only 80 percent of their inhabit-
ants, when the WHO recommen-
dation was to reach avaccination
rate of 95 percent. “Such a figure
means they (the countries con-
cerned) can expect to have large,
sustained outbreaks every three
to four years,” said WHO regional
director for Africa, Luis Gomes
Sambo.

Inthe region lagtyear, “a major
outbreak in Burkina Faso resulted
in more than 50,000 case'sand 340-
deaths and localized outbreaks in
Benin, Guinea, Mali, Niger, and
Senegal accounted for 16,808
reported cases and 68 deaths”

»
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RE: AN OPEN LITTER TO THE ACTING PRESIDENT, DR. GOODIOCK JONATHAN

IN RE: EVIL PLAN TO ATTACK PLATEAU STATE ON
OR BEFORE THE 23RD APRIL, 2010

The above subject matter refers:

Our attention has been drawn to a publication
on page 61 of the Nation Newspaper of
Wednesday, 21st April, 2010. We say without

Garba to come out with his facts as alleged in
the publication through the media or any other
means that would bring the facts to the public
domain. o A%
Conscious of our innocence in all ramifications
regarding the allegations under reference, we
are completely at ease in stating that the
publishers of the advertorial and those behind
it only desire to injure our reputation for their
selfish reasons. A careful look at the said
advertorial reveals that it was written by a
group of persons and not one person as the
inconsistency therein is apparent.
A

We wonder why such a grievous allegation
would be published without the address of the
petitioner.

We do not intend to use this medium to engage
any faceless person or persons who have
decided to masquerade themselves in
whatever guise for the purpose of damaging
our hard earned reputation.

Be that as it may, we are by this letter
challenging not only the imaginary Sale Garba,
but any other person or group of persons who
have facts and evidence of our involvement in
the Jos crises to produce same.

Where there are no facts let alone evidence,
we advise that perpetrators ofthe evil actin Jos
should stop "giving a dog a bad name so as to
hang it" or being diversionary in their antics and
tactics.

It is clear that the authors have made these
grave allegations against a combination of
Muslim and Christian stakeholders on the
Plateau.

Interestingly, even Chris Giwa who is Berom is

among the accused persons.
The curious question now is how on earth

could we have shared these uniforms to the
Christians and the Muslims?

Happily, we are not unmindful of the fact that
_ diaraming - minds that
clearly would be in a position to see through the

said publication and identify same as the
handwork of some wicked perpetrators of the
Jos Mayhem.

We are innocent of all the allegations and we
remain committed as ever to the course of
justice and the peaceful co-existence of our
people.

Meanwhile, we have passed on the said
publication to our Solicitors who presently are
studying the same and are expected to react
shortly.

Long live the good people of Jos!
Long live the good people of Plateau State!!
Long live the Federal Republic of Nigeria!!!

Signed:

1.Alhaji Ibrahim Mantu

2. Hon. Damishi Sango

3. Hon, Ibrahim Dasuki Nakande
4. Hon. DanladiAtu

5. Alhaji Sale Bayeri

6. Chris Giwa

7,Hon, Samaila Mohammed

Cc:

1. The Rt. Hon. Speaker, House of
Representatives
The Secretary to the Government of the
Federation

The Chief of Defence Staff

The Chiefof Army Staff

The Inspector General of Police

The Director General, State Security
Service

The Commissioner of Police, Plateau
State

o0k w

C/o NO.6 River Niger Street, Maitama, Abuja,
Nigeria.
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International

Two rockets
strike Jordan
"near Israel
border7

TWO military-grade rockets struck Jordan early yesterday,
one slamming into an empty warehouse in Agaba and the
other splashing into the Red Sea near the Israeli border, a
security official said.

“The preliminary investigation determined that the
explosion in the (Red Sea) port of Agaba yesterday morn-
ingwas due to a Katyusha rocket,” the security official said,
citing sources close to investigators. “A second Katyusha
rocketwas found in Jordanian territorial waters,” he added,
speaking on condition of anonymity.

Prime Minister Samir Rifai later said the authorities
were “100 percent sure” the rocket that hit the warehouse,
which he said was a Grad-type projectile, had not been
fired from Jordanian territory. Information Minister Nabil
Sharif, speaking ofthe explosion at the refrigeration ware-
house on the outskirts of Agaba, said it had caused “no
casualtiesand minimal damage.”

Authorities said the investigation would try to deter-
mine whether the target of the rocket attack was Agaba or
the Israeli resort of Eilat less than 10 kilometres (six miles)
away.

In August 2005, three Katyusha rockets were fired in
Agaba, missing two US warships docked in the port. One
hit awarehouse, killing a Jordanian soldier, while another
struck across the border in Israel.

That attack was claimed by a group linked to Al-Qaeda.
Israeli media reported earlier on Thursday that a Katyusha
rocket splashed into the Red Sea offEilat and that another
had exploded on the outskirts of Agaba.

Israel’s Channel 10 initially said the rockets were fired
from Jordan, but later said it was possible they had been
launched from Egypt’s Sinai peninsula. Egyptian security
officials denied that any rockets had been fired from Sinai,
a rugged territory that borders southern Israel.

The Sinai was the site ofa wave ofattacks on tourists
between 2004 and 2006 that killed more than 100 people,
and lastweek hundreds of Israelis rushed home from there
after an Israeli security alert. The travel warning concerned
an allegedplotto kidnap Israeli tourists.

An Israeli military spokeswoman said Thursdays inci-
dent was under investigation. “This morning explosions
and flashes of light were reported near the city of Eilat,”
she said. “The homefront command and the Israeli police
searched the city following the reports but no evidence
indicating a security-related incident was found.

Middle East & Asia 211

311 Lanka's opposition leader
emerges from custody

SRI Lanka’ detained former army chiefbriefly emerged
from custody yesterday for the opening of parliament and
accused the government of planning to silence his “fight
for democracy.”

Sarath Fonseka last year led troops to victory over Tamil
Tiger rebels after decades of ethnic conflict on the island,
but he later fell out with President Mahinda Rajapakse and
unsuccessfully tried to unseat him in January elections.

He was arrested shortly afterwards and faces a court
martial on charges ofengaging in politics while in uniform
and making corruptarms procurement deals —charges he
says are politically motivated.

He was briefly allowed out of custody to attend parlia-
ment, in which he won a seat in parliamentary elections two
weeks ago, making a muted performance during which he
spoke in favour of democracy and the rule of law.

Speaking to AFP by telephone from parliament, he
threatened to escalate his criticism of Rajapakse from the
floor ofthe chamber but said the government would soon
force through his conviction to muzzle his dissent.

Global Products, Local Partners  , »  west
Diesel & Gas Generator Sets Africa
ranging from 20KVA to 3000KVA Aleventis Group Member

Designing, Building and Managing Total Power Systems

For Enquiries, oiease contact:
8, tjora Causeway, ljora, Lagos.
www.cumminswestafricaltd.com, E-mail: info@cumminswestafricaltd.com

lagos: 0700CUMMINS (07002866467), 07000CUMMINS (070002866467)
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FECHRAL MEDICAL (ENTRE, ALINGO

P.M.B. 1061 HOSPITAL ROAD JALINGO
INVITATION TO TENDER FOR 2010 CAPITAL PROJECTS

INTRODUCTION

The Federal Medical Centre Jalingo hereby invites interested and
reputable contractors, companies/firms with relevant experience and
good tract records to tender for the following projects:

DETAILSOF PROJECTS

A.CONSTRUCTION WORK:
* Construction ofMedical Records Department.
» Construction of Dental Unit
e ConstructionofLibrary
» SinkingofBorehole
* CompletionofRoads drainages and Landscaping
e Parameter Fencing
» Dedicated PHCN Line

*  Construction of House Officers Quarters, Amenity Ward and
Accidentand Emergency Unit.

B. PROCUREMENTS
* Theater Equipment
* IntensiveCare Unit Equipment
o Office Furniture for Pharmacy Complex
» Laboratory Equipments
* Obstetric & Gynaecological Equipments
* Ophthalmology Equipments
e Radiology Equipments
* SupplyofUtility Vehicles
*  Procurementof500KV A Generator

PREOUALIFICATION REQUIREMENTS:
Interested Biddersare to submitthe following:

i) Name/Address and telephone number.

i)

iii) Evidence ofTax Clearance for 3years

iv) Evidence ofexperiencewith sirnilarjobs inthe last 3years
V) Evidence offinancial capability to handle thejob.

Vi) Evidence of VAT registration Certificate.
vii) Name(s) and address(s) o f Bankers.
viii) Company Profile with names and qualification®) of key

personnel
iX) Evidence of Registration with Federal Medical Centre, Jalingo
X) Evidence ofpayment twenty five thousand naira (N 25,000)

pre-qualification fee to the Account Department of Federal
Medical Centre, Jalingo.

The pre-qualification documents should be submitted in sealed
envelopes and to be addressed to the Medical Director Federal
Medical Centre, Jalingo. Tenders should indicate at the right hand
corner of the envelope Pre-qualification documents. Bidders
documents will only be given to contractors that have qualify.

Pre-qualification documents will be opened at 12.00 noon four (4)
weeks from the date ofthis advertisement.

NB: The Federal Medical Centre, Jalingo is neither committed nor
obliged to reply any company not found suitable.

Also all expenses incurred in preparing a pre-qualification response and
all expenses otherwise associated with the response, shall be borne
solely by the contractors/suppliers concerned.

Signed:
Dr. Idris D. Balasa
Medical Director.
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Argentina's last dictator
gets 25 years In prison

ARGENTINA’Slast dictator was convicted
and sentenced to 25 years in prison for kid-
nappings and torture during the nation’s
1976-1983 military regime.

Reynaldo Bignone, 82, was convicted
along with five other former military
officers in 56 cases involving torture, ille-
gal detentions and other crimes in one
of Argentina’ largest torture centers, the
Campo de Mayo army base.

Human rights groups say that of the
4,000 dissidents taken to the base, about
50 emerged alive. The army-run base also
had a clandestine maternity center where
detained dissidents gave birth only to
have officials take their babies away to be
adopted by military families.

Bignone was de facto president from
1982 to 1983, but the crimes he was con-
victed of were committed between 1976
and 1978, when he was a commander at
the Campo Mayo base. Five other retired
officers received sentences ranging from 17
to 25 years, while a former police official

was absolved.

The verdict was read by judge Marta
Milloc in a small indoor stadium where
many of those in attendance were family
members ofvictims, who held up photos of
their loved ones and applauded the ruling.

“Today is a good day for Argentines,”
said Estela de Carlotto, president of the
Grandmothers ofthe Plaza de Mayo human
rights group. “We are in agreement (with the
ruling), but a lot remains to be done.

There are hundreds more accused.
“Bignone, who is currendy under house
arrest, was not present. He was appointed
president bythe militaryjunta in the waning
years ofthe dictatorship and it fell to him to
protect the military as Argentina returned
to democracy.

He granted amnesty to human rights
violators and ordered the destruction of
documents related to torture and disappear-
ances of political opponents before agree-
ing to transfer power to the democratically
elected Raul Alfonsin.

Clinton reaffirms US commitment to

defend Europe

US Secretary of State Hil-
lary Rodham Clinton reaf-
firmed Americas commit-
ment to defend Europe
yesterday as she joined
NATO representatives to
discuss the future of US
nuclear weapons on the
continent.

Clinton was expected
to spell outataprivate din-
nerthe Obamaadministra-
tions view of how NATO
should pursue the nuclear
policy debate, which for-,
mally begins in this Baltic
seaside capital and isdue to
climax in November when
President Barack Obama

and other NATO govern-
ment leaders gather in Lis-
bon, Portugal, to endorse a
rewriting of the alliances
basic defense doctrine.

At a news conference
with Estonian Foreign
Minister Urmas Paet,
Clinton said no one should
doubt the United States’
defense links to its allies.
“Let me be clear,” she said.
“Our commitmentto Esto-
nia and our other allies is
a bedrock principle ofthe
United States and we will
never waver from it.”

Clinton and her aides
declined to preview her

remarks on nuclear policy,
but they pointed to the lat-
est statement of US views
on the subject: a Nuclear
Posture Review published
earlier this month that said
nuclear weapons remain a
vital part of NATO strategy
for deterring attack.

That statement also said
the presence of US nuclear
arms in Europe contributes
to alliance cohesion and
confidence.

NATO Secretary Gen-
eral Anders Fogh Rasmus-
sen echoed the USviewata
news conference yesterday
before the dinner meeting.
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HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES
ANNOUNCES

NGO Development & Management Training

This broad based training isamod at addressing the htghfy deficient organizational capacity needs of nascent NGOs and providing the foundation for success to potential NGO founders and managers. It win
therefore provide participants withinvaluable NGO management, fundraising, networking and financial managementskis as weiasall round projectdevelopmentend implementation skis. Participantswill be nefit
from the rich insights ai Board members of successful NGOsand Consultantson governance end board developmentissues.

For Whom? Existing and Potential NGO Founders and Board Member, Executive Directors, Directors and Heads of Departments Prelect leaders, Programme Managers, Team Leaders, MGO Consultants etc,

Facuffy Prof, Sarah8.A, Oloto, Prof. Qmololu Soyombo, Prof. Boiaji Owasarwye and Mr. ThomasAPbona

DATES:
May Diet: 4 May, 2010
July Diet: 6* July 2010

September Diet: 7th 2010

2* COURSE IN CHILD SOCIAL WORK
Theme: The Social Worker & Child Protection
Under The Child RightsAct
A 2-day intensive training programme to update
the knowledge, skills and aptitudes of social
workers for effective and efficient service
delivery towards implementing the Child Rights
Act/Laws,

For Whom: t. Those who work or intend to start
work as social work practitioners. (2). Those who
desire to enrich their experience In social work
and 3. Thosewho provide child welfare services
Topics:
1. Ethical issues in Social Work Practice
2. Handling Children with Behavioural &
Learning Challenges
3. interviewing Skillsfor Social Workers
4. Dealing With Mental Health and Substance
Abuse in Social Work
5. Legal IssuesinSocial Wbrk
6. BestPracticesand Challenges of Social Work
7. Case StudiOT 6 Practical Exercises in Child
SocialWork
Date:  18®and 19" May, 2010
Venue: HDI-Chlld Rights Education Centre, 2
lwaya Road, Onike-Yaba, Lagos.
Course Fee: N30,000,00 per participant.

towWjiOwasarwye

VENUE:

HDI-Child Rights Education Centre,
‘ 2 lwaya Rood, Ortlte-Yaba, Lagos,

CHILD RIGHT5 TRAINING FOR HEALTH
PROFESSIONALS
Theme: Promoting ft Protecting Children's
Rights mHealth Care Practice
This 2-day training aims at equipping health
professionals with in-depth knowledge and skills
with which to uphold and promote children's
rights in their dally practice. It also aims at
enhancing the capacity of parents to meet the
developmental and health related needs of their
childrenwith
Topics
1 Child Health and the Law
2. Child Protection Policy ami Child Abuse
3. Girt-Child Health and Gender Equity in
Development
4. Enhancing Child Rights within the Health Care
System
5. Understanding Special Child Health Services
Programmes: ACase Study of Selected States
6. Key issuesin Child and Maternal Health

Date: 20*and 21“May, 2010

Venue: HDI-Chtld Rights Education Centre, 2
lwaya Road, Onike-Yaba, Lagos,

Course Fee: N25,000.00 per participant.

COURSE FEE:

CHILD RIGHTS TRAINING FOR SCHOOLS
ADMINISTRATORS AND CARE GIVERS
Theme: Implementing Child nights

Legislations in Educational Institutions

This 2-day training aims at equipping
professionals in Che field of education with
requisite knowledge and competencies with
which to address and promote child rights issues
in educational settings, it also aims at enhancing
the capacity of parents and care givers to meet
the developmental and education related needs
of theirchildren and wards.

Topics

1. Child Education Under the CRAand UBEC

2. Regulatory Framework for Establishment of
Schoolsand Educational Institutions

3.The Montessori Education and Child
Participation

4. Implementing Child Rights in Early Childhood
Education

5. Effective Strategies for Coping With

Challenging Behaviours in Early Childhood
Environment
6. Case Studiesand Practical Exercises

Date: 25”and263May, 2010
Venue: HDi-Child Rights Education Centre,
2 lwayaRoad, Onike-Yaba, Lagos.

Course Fee: N25,000.00 per participant.

NB: Fee covers tuition, course materials, tea break and lunch.

HDI-CRfC Faculty: HO CREC Facultymembers cuechildcare experts ana professionalsdrawn tom the academia, judiciary, education sectoras weSas child rightsfocused international and multilateral organizatcrs. Pas! fdcuily
membersinclude: Professor Sarah SA Ctoto, ProfessorOmofalu Soyorrtba Hon, JusticeAminaA Augie. Dr..Aderorrt Adio-Moses. Ms, Ssi Sotetso. Dr. Uzolsrael, Dr. Rotimi Coker, Dr, FunrrS Bammekfi, Dr fctongoSffshsetand Professor

N10,000.00 per participant.
Fee covets tuition, course materials, tea break and lunch.

5WCOURSE IN CHILD RIGHTS EDUCATION
Theme: Implementing Child Rights Legislation in
Nigeria

Training Focus:

1. Implementing the Child Rights Act in Nigeria:
Prospectsand Challenges

2. The Family Court System Under the Child Rights
Act

3. Child Education Under Child Rights Act and
Universal Basic Education

4. ChildHealth and the Law

5. Child Participation and Cultural Standards In
the Child RightsAct

6. Child Justice Administration Under the Child
RightsAct

7. Wardship, Fostering and Adoption Under Child
Rights Act

8. Handling Childrenwith Behavioural Challenges

9. Programming (or Orphans and Vulnerable
Children

Date: 8* to 1CT June, 2010
Venue: HOI-Chitd Rights Education Centre, 2 hvaya

Road, Onike-Yaba, Lagos.
Course Fee: N40,000.00per participant.

Forregistration, kindly make payments Infavourof Human Development Initiatives Into GT Sank A/C No. 201 118 0531T2. Fa fatherenquiries please contact Mite: 0802 322 5045, Sade: 01-793 8074 or

em ail hudev2001 (Svahoo.corri

AREWA CONSULTATIVE FORUM (ACF)

No 11A Sokoto Road, P.O. Box 1149, Kaduna Tel: 062-218007, 218009, Fax
218004 Website: www.arewaconsultativeForum.org E-mail:
inffo@www.arewaconsuitativeForum.org

TEN YEARS OF ACF

Theme:

Fighting Corruption And

Social Conflict For
Development

Guest Lecturer
Prof. Boiaji Akinyemi
Former Minister of Foreign Affairs
f
Other Lecturers

His Excellency

Comrade Adams Oshiomhole

Executive Governor, Edo State

Mrs Farida Waziri
Executive Chairman

Economic & Financial Crimes Commission

(EFCC)

Prof. J. O. Irukwu
Former Chairman
Ohanaeze Ndigbo

Dr. Abubakar Saddig Muhammad.

Dept, of Political Science
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria.

iivim

.V

ACF Invites the General Public to Activities
Marking it's Tenth Anniversary as Follows:

Special Guest of Honour

Dr. Goodluck Ebele Jonathan,GCON

Ag. President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces
ofthe Federal Republic of Nigeria

Chairman of the occasion

Gen. Yakubu Gowon, PhD, GCFR.

Former Head Of State, Federal Republic of Nigeria.

Father of the day
His Eminence, Alhaji
Muhammadu Sa’ad Abubakar ill, mni, CFR

Sultan Of Sokoto.

Date: Thursday 29th April, 2010.
Time: 9:00am

Venue: Arewa House Main Hall,
Rabah Road, Kaduna.

Signed;
Col. Musa Shehu (rtd)

Secretary - General

Presentation of
ACF History Book
By:

The Chief Servant,

Dr. Mu'azu Babangida Aliyu
(Talban Minna)

Executive Governor of Niger State &

Chairman, Northern Governors Forum

ANNIVERSARY
DINNER

at 7:30pm
(Strictly on Invitation)


http://www.arewaconsultativeForum.org
mailto:info@www.arewaconsuitativeForum.org
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KEBBI STATE MINISTRY OF HEALTH
HEALTH SYSTEM DEVELOPMENT PROJECT Il
(WORLD BANK ASSISTED)

CONSTRUCTION OF PRIMARY HEALTH CENTER,
PERIMETER WALLS. DRILLING OF BOREHOLE AND
WATER RETICULATION
IFB NO.KBHSDP/AF/NCB/WKS/2010/001
Credit No.: 4522 - UNI

7. This invitationfor bidsfollows the generalpmcutvment notice for this
project that appeared in Daily Trust Newspapers of April 2, 2009 as
published by Federal Ministry of Health.

2. The Government of Federal Republic ofNigeria has received a
creditfromthe

International Development Association (IDA) towards the cost of the
Kehhi State Second Health System>Development Project, and intends to
apply part ofthe proceeds ofthis creditto payments tinder the contrast
for Construction of Primary Health Center, Perimeter Hall in
Kwasara,Gulmare and Kasati. drilling of borehole and Water
reticulation.

3 The Kebbi State Second Health Systems Development Project now
invitesscaled bids from eligible bidders for Construction anddrilling at.

Bid Security ~ Completion

Lot No Description of Works Location R .
Required Period
1 Construction of PHC at SurutGA Not less than 14 Weeks
KwasaraGutaiate 3% of Bid
(Hospital main building) Price

it PHC Kwssara (StaffQrts. ~ SuralGA Notlesst o 12 Weeks
Le 1m>2 Bed room 3% of Bid Price
houseboys grt. Mortuary.
Gea, House, VIPW et
and Incinerator)
3 Construction of Perimeter ~ SuruLGA Not l«s than 10 Weeks

Willst Kwsara. 3% of Bid Price

Constracoon o f Penmeter ~ Gwandu Not less diaa 1# Weeks
WaHstGulmarc 3% of Bid Price

Construction of Perimeter Not lesst 0 10Weeks,
Wail at Kasattn. 3% of Bid Price
Constructionof 2no Project Not less than SWieks
Boreholes, overhead tank  office 3% of Bid Price

and reticulation at PHC B/Kebbi and
Kwasaia and P!U premises ~ Kasati in
BagudoLGA

Bidders may quote for one or more complete tots,
as bids will be evaluated and awarded on a lot by lot basis or
combination oflots, whicheverresultto be mosteconomical
to the Employer. Unconditional discounts offered for the
award of combined lots will be considered in bid evaluation.
Bids forpartofalotwillbe considered non responsive.

4. Bidding will be conducted through the National competitive
bidding procedures specified in the World Bank's Guidelines:
Procurement under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits, January
1995 (revised January and August 1996 and September 1997),
and isopen to ail bidders from eligible source countries as defined
inthe guidelines.

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from
and inspect the bidding documents at the Kebbi State Second
Health Systems Development Project at the address below,
from 0900 to 1500hrs Mondays through Thursdays and 0900
to 1300hrs(Fridays).

6 Qualificationsrequirementsinclude
« Anaverage annual financial amount of construction work over the last
fiveyears of:

a) Loti NGN 41.440,000
b) Lot2. NGN 29,600,000
c) Lot3. NGN 20,720,000
d) lot4 NGN 29,600,000
(e) Lot 5. NGN 29,600,000

(0 Lot6. NGN 47460,000

« Experience » prime contractor in the carrying out of at least two
projects of similar nature and complexity equivalent to the Works over
the last five years (to comply with this requirement, the works cited
should beat least 70percent complete)

« Availability' (own. lease, hire, etc.) ofthe essential equipment listed in
the Bidding DataSheet

eLiquid assets and/or credit facilities, net of other contractual
commitments and exclusive of any advance payments which may be
made underthe Contract, ofno less than

a) Loti: NGN2,014.444
b) Lot2: NGN 1,233,333
c) Lot3: NGN 719,444
d) Lotd: NGN 1,027,777
e) Lots: NGNJ,027,777
f) Loté: NGN 1,315555

« Amargin of preference for eligible national contractors/joint ventures
SHALL not beapplied.

7. Acomplete set ofbidding documents in English may be purchased by
interested bidders on the submission of a written application to the
address below and upon payment of a non refundable fee of Fifteen
thousand naira (Ni5.000) for first Lot and Five Thousand
naira(N5000) or for any additional lot. The method o fpayment will be
through cash or bank draft. The document will be sent by hand/courier
service on reqttest.

8. Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before /0:00 am

local time on Tuesday 25 May, 2010, Electronic bidding shall not be
permitted. Late bids will be rejected. Bids will be opened physically in
the presence of the bidders' representatives, who choose to attend in
person at the address below at 10:00 am local time on Tuesday 25*
May, 2010.9. Al bids shall be accompanied by a Bid Security of
the amount stated in the table above or an equivalent amount in a
freely convertible currency.

10- The addressreferred toabove is:

Project Manager,
KebbiState Second Health Systems DevelopmentProject
21 EmirHaruna Road, BimIn Kebbi. Kebbi State.
GSM: 08034213375.08030931408,
Email: |

DAILY TRUST

INN M Al ION FOR BIDS (Il Bs)

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA
KEBBI STATE SECOND HEALTH
SYSTEMS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
(KBHSDP)

PROC1 ItEMKM AM) INSI VLI ATION OF
COMPUTERS AND EQUIPMENT FOR DRUG
MONITORING UNIT
CREDIT NO: CR4522 UNI
IFB NO: KBIISDP/AF/GDS N< B 2010 (12

1 This Invitation for Bids follows the General Procurement
Notice for this Project that appeared in Daily Trust Newspapers
ofApril 2,2009 as published by Federal Ministry ofHealth.

2. The Federal Government of Nigeria] lias received a credit
from the International DevelopmentAssociation (IDA) towards
the cost of Second Health Systems Development Project
(KBHSDPI1). and it intends to apply part ofthe proceeds o f this
credit to payments under the Contract for Procurement and
Installation o f Computers and Equipment in Kebbi State.

3. The Kebbi State Second Health Systems Development
Project (KBHSDPII) now invites sealed bids from eligible and
qualified bidders for Procurement and Installation of Computers
and Equipment for Drug Monitoring Unit as follows.

Lot Description Q> Delivery Bid Bid site 0f
No. Schedule  Validity ~ Security  Delivery
Period Value

1 1 IMtop 34 eoDavsfrom 90days  Not less KBHSDP
2. laptop 13 thedate of to 3%o0f No 21
3 Primer 16 contract BidPrice  Emit
i .y, jme) j Am? )

Road,

B Kebbi.
|.HeavyDuty 60 Days from  90davs  Not less KBHSDP
Photocopier the dale of to 3%of No.2

contract BidPrice  Emir

Hanina

Road.

B/Kebbi.
.1.100 Basic 0 60Days from  90tkvs  Not iess KBHSDP
Category 5E UTP the date of to 3%of No.2l
Cable contTacl BidPrice  Emir
2.8P Blink Network awarg Hmtta
Switch B
3..Cablmgand '
Networking
IDSL Subscription
1.Computer Table Ocdas  Notless KBHSDP
and chain the date of than3%of  No. 21

contract Bid Price  Bmir
a<wwi Haruita

Road,

B/Kebbi,

« Bidders may quotefor one or more complete lots, as bids will
be evaluated and awarded on a lot by lot basis or combination
of lots, whichever result to be most economical to the
Employer. Unconditional discounts offeredfor the award of
combined lots tvill be considered in bid evaluation. Bidsfor
partofalotwillbe considerednon responsive.

4. Bidding will be conducted through the National
Competitive Bidding (NCB) procedures specified in the
World Bank's Guidelines: Procurement under IBRD
Loans and IDA Credits, and is open to all bidders from
Eligible Source Countries as defined in the Guidelines.

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further
information from The Kebbi State Second Health Systems
Development Project (KBHSDPIIj.and inspect the Bidding
Documents at the address given below front 0900hrs to
1600hrs, Mondays through Thursdays and 0900hrs to
1300hrs onFridays. ”

6. Qualifications requirements include: Evidence of
Registration with Cooperate Affairs, Manufacturers
Authorization, Power of Attorney, Warranty Period,
Evidence of experience in similar project executed,
Audited Financial Statement and Tax Clearance. A margin
of preference for certain goods manufactured
domestically 'shall not” be applied. Additional details are
provided in the Bidding Documents.

7. A complete set of Bidding Documents in English
may be purchased by interested bidders on the
submission of a written Application to the address below
and upon payment of a non refundable fee N10.000 only.
The method of payment will be in cash/bank draft. The
Bidding Documents will be delivered directly or sent by
courier.

8. Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before
10:00 a.m. local time on Tuesday 24”, May 2010.Electronic
bidding will not be permitted, l.ate bids will be rejected. Bids
will be opened in the presence of the bidders' representatives
who choose to attend in person at the address below at 10:00
a.m. onTuesday 24, May 2010:

All bids must be accompanied by a ‘Bid Security" of not
less than 3% ofBid Price.
9. Theaddressreferredtoaboveis:

The Project Manager,

Kebbi Second Health Systems Dev. Project
21, Emir Haruna Rd., B/Kebbi.
GSM: 08034213375, 08030931408
Email: kbhsdptwo/a)vahoo.com

Friday, April 23, 2010

INN IT\I ION FOR BIDS (111%)

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT OF NIGERIA
[ [* KEBBI STATE SECOND HEALTH
SYSTEMS DEVELOPMENT PROJECT
(KBHSDP)

PROCI RF.MENTOF MOTOR VEHICLES
CREDIT NO: CR4522 - UNI
IFB NO: KBIISDP/AI7GDS NCB/2010/01

1. This Invitation for Bids follows the General

Procurement Notice for this Project that appeared in
Daily Trust Newspapers ofApril 2,2009 as published by
Federal Ministry of Health.

2. The Federal GovernmentofNigeria hasreceived
credit from the International Development Association
toward the cost of Kebbi State Second Health Systems
Development Project (KBHSDP), and itintends to apply
part ofthe proceeds ofthis creditto payments under the
Contractfor ProcurementofMotor Vehicles.

3. The Kebbi State Second Health Systems

Development Project {KBHSDP) now invites sealed
bids from eligible an$ qualified bidders for Procurement
ofthe following Motor Vehicles

Lot Descri Qt> Delivery Bid Bid Site of
No. ption Schedule Validity Security Delivery
Period Value
1 33 2 60 Days 90 days Notless  KBHSDP
Sealer front ths than3%  No. 2
8m' date of of Bid Emir
contract Price Haruna
award Road,
B/Kebbi,
2 4x4 I 60 Days 90 days Not less ~ KBHSDP
Wheel fromthe than3%  No. 21
Drive date of ofBid Emir
(Jeep) contract Price Haruna
award Road,
B/Kebbi.
3. 4x4 2 60Days 90days Notless. KBHSDP
Wheel fromthe than3%  No. 21
Drive date of of Bid Emir
(Double contract Price Hanina
Cabin) award Road,
B/Kebbi.

« Bidders may quotefor one or more complete tots, as bids
tvill be evaluated and awarded on a lot by lot basis or
combination of lots, whichever result to be most
economical to the Employer. Unconditional discounts
offeredfor theawardofcombinedlots will be consideredin
bid evaluation. Bidsforjmrto fa lot will be considered non
responsive.

4. Bidding will be conducted through the National
Competitive Bidding (NCB) procedures specified in
the World Bank's Guidelines: Procurement under
IBRD Loans and IDA Credits, and is open to all
bidders from Eligible Source Countries as defined in
the Guidelines.

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further
information from The Kebbi State Second Health Systems
Development Project (KBHSDPU), and inspect the
Bidding Documents at the address given below from
0900brs to 1600hrs, Mondays through Thursdays and
0900hrs to 1300brson Fridays.

6. Qualifications requirements include: Evidence
of Registration with Cooperate AffairManufacturer
Authorization, Power of Attorney, Warranty Period.
Evidence of experience in similar project executed.
Audited Financial Statement and Tax Clearance. A
margin of preference for certain goods manufactured
domestically “shall not" be applied. Additional details
are provided inthe Bidding Documents.

7. A complete set of Bidding Documents in
English may be purchased by interested bidders on
the submission of a written Application to the address
below and upon payment of a non refundable fee
N10.000 only. The method of payment will be in
cash/bank draft. The Bidding Documents will be
delivered directly orsentby courier.

.8. Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before
10:00 a.m. local time on Tuesday 19, May
2010-Eleetronic bidding will not be pennitted. Late bids
will be rejected. Bids will be opened in the presence of the
bidders' representatives who choose to attend in person at die
address belowat 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday 19*. May 2010:

All bids must be accompanied by a “Bid Security" of
notless than 3% ofBid Price.

9. Theaddressreferredtoaboveis: *

The Project Manager,
Kebbi Second Health Systems Dev. Project
21, Emir Haruna Rd_ B/Kebbi. Kebbi State.
GSM: 08034213375, 08030931408
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How to monitor
your children’s
internet use

By Maureen Onochie

SEVERAL ladies have continually
suffered from vaginal itch infec-
tion. Most of them do not know
the cause of this infection which
often makes them uncomfortable.

Vaginal itch is a kind of irrita-
tion that occurs either in the inner
orouter part ofthe vagina or vulva.
It is tingly in nature and always
gives one the desire to scratch the
affected area. Statistics have shown
that about 10 million ladies in the
United states of America visit their
doctors regularly mostly due to
vaginal infection. Not only does
it cause discomfort, it leads to dis-
charge and vaginal odor.

A discharge can result from
certain sexually transmitted dis-
eases such as chlamydial infection
or gonorrhea. These diseases affect
other reproductive organs, such as
the cervix or uterus. Genital her-
pes which causes blisters on the
vulva, in the vagina, and on the
cervix, can also cause a vaginal
discharge.

Symptoms

Dr. Gaidam said trichomonia-
siswhich isasingle-celled parasite
that can also live in men’ prostate
glands, causes a yellow-green
vaginal discharge when it finds
its way into the womans genital
area. This discharge is a symptom
of the infection. He said itching
and burning which is as a result
ofvaginal irritation is a symptom
and may be contacted by the use
of cream and jelly spermicides or
other vaginally inserted contra-
ceptives, including the sponge.

He also identified candidiasis
which is the more common infec-
tion as one of the symptoms of
the vaginal itch. It is mostly iden-
tified with itching and burning
and is sometimes called the yeast
infection. The typical symptom
ofa vaginal infection is a vaginal
discharge. The discharge differs
because sometimes the discharge
is accompanied by itching, sore-
ness or redness ofthe vaginal area.

There are different reasons
responsible for vaginal discharge.
The appearance and amount ofthe
discharge determines the cause of
the infection. The vaginal infec-
tion sometimes affects ones sleep
aswell as makes sexual intercourse
and urination painful. Sometimes
symptoms are mild or do not even
occur.

Causes

A consultant gynecologist
at the University of Maiduguri
Teaching Hospital, Dr. Danazumi
Gaidam said part of the causes of
the vaginal infection is the use
of chemical irritants like the use
of perfumes in the vaginal area
as well as the use of douches and

Trichomonas vaginitis

vaginal creams, toilet papers and
vaginal contraceptives.

Vaginal infections may also
be caused by bacteria, yeast, and
other microorganisms. When
there is reduction of acid in the
vagina, there is a high chance of
one contacting the infection. This
is because the number of protec-
tive bacteria which normally lives
in the vagina is decreased and the
number of bacteria that can cause
the infection will then increase.

Poor hygiene is also a critical
cause ofthe infection. The genital
area has to be kept clean else the
bacteria in the system will likely
increase. The use oftight and non
absorbent underwear also causes
vaginal infection. This is because
moisture isbeen prevented thereby
encouraging the growth ofbacte-
ria and yeast. Tissues damaged in
the body also cause vaginal infec-
tion. If there is any tissue in the
body that gets damaged then the
body’ natural defenses are weak-
ened. These damages can result
from tumors, surgery, radiation
therapy or structural abnormali-
ties such asbirth defects or fistulas.

The use of condoms can also
cause vaginal infection. This is
because there are women who are
allergic to latex which isthe type of
rubber condoms are made of.

There are specific causes of
vaginal infection among certain
age groups. In children, the infec-
tion is mostly caused by bacte-
rias that emanate from the anus.
Girls between the ages of 2 to 6
are likely victims ofthis infection.
The bacteria move to the vagina
from the anus ifthe genital area is

Monilial vaginitis

not properly cleaned after a bowel
movement.

Fingering the genital area, par-
ticularly if girls do not wash their
hands after bowel movements,
may also move these bacteria to
the vagina. Children must be cau-
tioned against putting objects like
toys in the vagina to prevent vagi-
nal infection. Another age group
that can be infected are women of
reproductive age. Most ofthe time,
there are hormonal changes that
takes place in the body before and
during menstrual periods or dur-
ing pregnancy which can reduce
the acidity in the body. This reduc-
tion ofacidity increases the growth
of bacteria which cause the infec-
tion. If one leaves a tampon too
long in the vagina, it can lead to
vaginal infection. This is because
a tampon provides a warm and
moist environment where these
bacteria settle and lead to the
infection.

Women in the postmenopausal
ages are also likely to be infected.
This is because the estrogen levels
decrease after menopause. This
results to the tissues in the vagina
getting thinner drier and more
fragile.

Prevention:

Dr. Gaidam said it isimportant
for ladies to keep their genital areas
cleanand dry to prevent the infec-
tion from occurring.

Young ladies should be taught
hygiene thoroughly. They should
be taught how to wipe the genital
area properly after a bowel move-
ment. Ladies are advised to wear
loose and absorbent clothing such
as cotton or cotton-lined under-

(vaginal yeast infection)

pants to allow the free flow of air
into the genital area and to keep
it dry. Frequent use of douches
should be discouraged because it
can remove normal and protec-
tive cells from the vagina as well
asreduce the acidity ofthe vagina.

This makes infections and pel-
vic inflammatory disease more
likely. Strong or scented soaps and
unnecessary topical products such
as feminine hygiene sprays should
also be avoided.

Treatment:

Dr. Gaidam said canex cream
can be used to treat the infection
especially if it is the candidia-
sis. This is known as the over the
counter treatment (OTC) which
has to do with the patient going
to the nearest pharmacist to get a
drug for treatment. The infection
can be treated with antibiotics.

Ice packs can be occasionally
placed on the affected genital area
while sitting in a cool sitz bath.
This may reduce soreness and
itching. Flushing the genital area
with lukewarm water squeezed
from a water bottle may also pro-
vide relief. Drugs or injections
may be taken if the sitz measures
do notwork.

Sexual intercourse must be
avoided if the vaginal itches. This
is so especially ifthe bacteria that
caused the itching is from the
sexual partner. For ladies who are
notallergic to condoms, they have
to use condoms during a sexual
intercourse to prevent any sexu-
allytransmitted disease. Condoms
provide protection against both
unwanted pregnancy dhd sexu-
ally transmitted disease.
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Health benefits
offorgiveness

By Boco Edet

What is forgiveness?

t is the view of many that for-

giveness is a gift given freely

to those who have hurt you,

evidence that love exists in the
forgiver. But Clive Staples Lewis,
a famous novelist was quoted to
have said, “Everyone says forgive-
ness is a lovely idea until they have
something to forgive.” It therefore
suggests that forgiving can be dif-
ficult. Forgiveness occurs in two
dimensions-in terms of a person
forgiving himself or an individ-
ual forgiving another. Sometimes
the offender offers some form of
acknowledgement but at other
times this is not possible in a situ-
ation where such a person is dead
or isnot within reach.

Wikipedia lists several emo-
tions that have to be resolved for
forgiveness to have occurred. It is
the “process of concluding resent-
ment, indignation or anger as a
result of a perceived offense, dif-
ference or mistake, and ceasing
to demand punishment or resti-
tution.” Forgiving is also letting
another know that there is no
grudge, hard feelings or animosity
for any wrongdoing.

How do you cultivate forgive-
ness?

When we read about Mahatma
Gandhi, Buddha, Jesus Christ,
Abraham Lincoln and so many
great personalities in history, one
common attribute they share is
forgiveness. Frederic Luskin, PhD,
director ofthe Stanford University
Forgiveness Project in Northern
California, readily admits that for-
giveness, like love, can’t be forced.

“You can't just will forgiveness,”
says Luskin, author of Forgive for
Good: a Proven Prescription for
Health and Happiness. “What |
teach is that you can create con-
ditions where forgiveness is more
likely to occur. There are specific

practices we offer that diminish
hostility and self-pity, and increase
positive emotions, so it becomes
more likelythatagenuine, heartfelt
release of resentment will occur.”
In order to increase your abil-
ity to forgive and forget, you need
to recognize what this behavior
involves. Important questions that
could help address this include:

What role do you feel forgiving
and forgetting has in your relation-
ships? How could you improve?
How has the absence of forgiving
and forgetting affected your cur-
rent relationships?

What are the signs of the
absence offorgiving and forgetting
inyourrelationship with your fam-
ily of origin, current family, sig-
nificant others, spouse, children,
parents, relatives, friends and co-
workers? W hat beliefs block your
ability to forgive and forget? What
would be necessary to change
these beliefs? What new behavior
do you need to develop in order to
increase your ability to forgive and
forget? Now that you have a better
picture ofwhat is involved in for-
giving and forgetting, you are ready
to extinguish blaming behavior.

Negative consequences of for-
giveness.

In the absence of forgiveness,
the hurt party and the offender
run the risk of continuously being
hurt with pain and suffering going
unresolved, seeking revenge and
paybacks from one another, exhib-
iting defensive, self-protective and
distant behavior, secretive and
non-communicative behavior and
being caught up in unresolved
anger, animosity and bitterness.

There is also the fear of making
a mistake or ofhaving the mistake
revealed, being stuck in a battle-
field stockpiled for future offen-
sive attacks, being lost in a fester-
ing wound that never realizes the
revitalisation of healing and high
stress.

When not forgiving is ok.

Sometimes it5 ok not to forgive
says Jeanne Safer, PhD, a psycho-
therapistand the author of Forgiv-
ing and Not Forgiving. “Many dont
have to forgive in order to resolve
their feelings,” Safer says. “They
say, ‘l can never feel OK about these
terrible things, but I'm not going to
be vengeful.”To help them achieve
this resolution, Safer offersa three-
step process.

The first step involves re-
engagement - a decision to think
through what happened. The sec-
ond step, recognition, means look-
ing at every feeling you may have
about the injury. “You ask yourself,
‘why do | want revenge? Revenge
is based on powerlessness and it%
doomed to failure. The final step
involves reinterpretation of the
injury, including an attempt to
understand the person who caused
it. This is where forgivers and non
forgivers divide. Sometimes you're
not able to reconnect with the per-
son, but if you go through this
process, at least you won’t be avic-
tim. Whatsimportant isworking it
through and achieving resolution,
whether it leads to forgiveness or
not. Forgiveness involves wishing
the other well. You're already there
if you don’t wish them ill,” Safer
says.

Health benefits offorgiveness.

It has been scientifically
proven that forgiveness can bring
enormous benefits to the person.
Recent research suggests that if
you can bring yourself to forgive
and forget, you are likely to enjoy
lower blood pressure, a stronger
immune system, and a drop in
the stress hormones circulating in
your blood.

Back pain, stomach problems,
and headaches may disappear and
you’ll reduce the anger, bitterness,
resentment, depression, and other
negative emotions that accompany
the failure to forgive.
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FRAGMENTS

By Safiya |. Dantiye
saftyadantiye@yahoo.com

JAMB, JAMB
again?

know that | seem obsessed with JAMB (Joint Admission and

Matriculation Board) exams, but ithas become athorn in the

flesh ofmany parents and their children, because passing it no

longer guarantees that you get admitted into a higher institu-
tion. What with post UME screening, which incidentally doesnt
also mean passing itisa guarantee foradmission, because there are
so many people, and no slots to contain them.

With JAMB written last Saturday, my feelings regarding it were
brought about sharply, knowing that most ofit indeed was a wasted
effort, after all how many would secure admission?

I pity Nigeriaas acountry where we don’t seem to have any plan
that works, because even where a government may have a good
plan or projects, as soon as that government goes, the succeeding
one will stop it and bring its own.

If to say there were plans of expansion in anticipation of the
rising population, such as building more schools at all levels of
primary, secondary and tertiary institutions, and in schools that
have more room for expansion to do so, we wouldnt be in this
dilemma. In some schools there are about 70 students in a class-
room and some don’t have seats, they have to do with sitting on the
floor. And even in some universities, students, especially females
that can hardly withstand standing for one or two hours lecture sit
on the floor. Itis also awell known fact that in some higher institu-
tions lectures are conducted under the trees. With this appalling
scenario, itis indeed a grand illusion for Nigeria to think ofbeing
among the twenty largest economies in the world by 2020.

In any event, what is exactly the stance of WAEC and NECO,
ifyou cannot secure admission with them? This is because | know
ofa brilliant young boy that passed JAMB and WAEC with four
distinctions including mathematics and physics, but his chance
was truncated at the gate ofpost JAMB screening, where he ‘failed’
by two points. And there are so many such devastating instances
ofdashed hope.

The government should find an urgent solution to end the frus-
tration of Nigerias youth, since they are the future of the country.
Unless our leaders wantahoard of people that will engage in drugs,
prostitution, fraud and other vices as a way out since the system
has failed them.

Last year, a friend sent her children to a private university,
saying even though she would have preferred the children to go to
Ahmadu Bello University Zaria (ABU) the admission ‘wahala’was
too much. “Since we can afford to, it is better than going through
post JAMB screening and not getting admission at the end of the
day,” she said.

Ifonlyall ofus had this option! Butsince we don't, you find that
some have written JAMB three to four times or even more, and they
passed in each sitting, but they are always said to have failed post
UME, screening, which is quiet demoralising.

Itis now common to hear young people say, “zan sake JAMB”,
which means “I will sit for JAMB again”, and if these were poor
students lwouldn’t have been worried, but they are brilliant people,
full of zest to pursue their education further.

When the results come out, even though those that passed will
be happy, there will still be anew trepidation ofpost JAMB screen-
ing, which as | said before does not guarantee admission. Someone
says, “It is just luck and prayer now.” This may well be the case,
since the government doesn have plans for the population which
keeps rising.

And the funny thing is many Nigerians are proud to tell any-
body who cares to listen that, “Our population is 140 million.” It is
a huge population, akin a household of many people living in one
room, while the head ofthe family has the means to move to ahouse
with more rooms and keep feeding the large family with the same
amount he spent when he and his wife first got married without
any children. Pray, what sort of people will turn out from such a

deprived family, especially knowing that their father is wealthy?
" =

I The government should find an urgent solution
to end the frustration of Nigeria's youth, since

they are the future of the country
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Health Interactive

Advice by Dr Aminu Magashi

Need information about
Snoring

| have a relative who
snores a lot when sleeping. It
disturbs the people close to
him. Please | need a detailed
explanation about the prob-
lem and the remedy.

Thanks a lot.

Ms Habashiya

Snoring, like all other
sounds, is caused by vibrations
that cause particles in the air to
form sound waves. For exam-
ple, when we speak, our vocal
cords vibrate to form our voice.
When our stomach growls
(borborygmus), our stomach
and intestines vibrate as air and
food move through them.

While we are asleep, turbu-
lent airflow can cause the tis-
sues ofthe nose and throat to
vibrate and give rise to snoring.
Essentially, snoring is a sound
resulting from turbulent airflow
that causes tissues to vibrate
during sleep.

Any person can snore. Stud-
ies estimate that 45% of men
and 30% of women snore on a
regular basis. Frequently, peo-
ple who do not regularly snore
will report snoring after aviral
illness, after drinking alcohol,
or when taking some medica-
tions.

In general, as people get
older and as they gain weight
snoring will worsen.

What causes snoring?

While we are breathing, air
flows in and out in a steady
stream from our nose or mouth
to our lungs.There are relatively
few sounds when we are sitting
and breathing quietly. When
we exercise, the air moves more
quickly and produces some
sounds as we breathe.This hap-
pens because air is moving in
and out of the nose and mouth
more quickly and this results in
more turbulence to the airflow
and some vibration of the tis-
sues in the nose and mouth.

When we are asleep, the
area at the back of the throat
sometimes narrows.The same
amount of air passing through
this smaller opening can cause
the tissues surrounding the
opening to vibrate, which in
turn can cause the sounds of
snoring. Different people who
snore have different reasons for
the narrowing.The narrowing
can be in the nose, mouth, or
throat.

The function ofthe nosein
normal breathing

For breathing at rest, itis
ideal to breathe through the
nose.The nose acts as a humidi-
fier, heater, and filter for the
incoming air. When we breathe
through our mouth, these
modifications to the air enter-
ing our lungs occur to a lesser
extent. Our lungs are still able
to use the colder, drier, dirtier
air; but you may have noticed
that breathing really cold, dry,
or dirty air can be uncomfort-

able. Therefore, our bodies nat-
urally want to breathe through
the nose if possible.

Mouth breathing and snor-
ing

As discussed above, we nat-
urally want to breathe through
our noses. Some people cannot
breathe through their noses
because of obstruction ofthe
nasal passages.This can be
caused by

1 A deviation of the
nasal septum

2. Allergies

3. Sinus infections

4. Swelling ofthetur-
binates,

5. Large adenoids (ton-
sils in the back of the throat).

6. In adults, the most

common causes of nasal
obstruction are septal devia-
tions from a broken nose or tis-
sue swelling from allergies.

7. In children, enlarged
adenoids (tonsils in the back of
the throat) are often the cause
of the obstruction.

8. People with nasal
airway obstruction who must
breathe through their mouths
are therefore sometimes
called "mouth breathers."
Many mouth breathers snore,
because the flow of air through
the mouth causes greater vibra-
tion of tissues.

The soft palate and snoring

The soft palate isa muscular
extension of the bony roof of
the mouth (hard palate). It sep-
arates the back of the mouth
(oropharynx) from the nasal
passages (nasopharynx). It is
shaped like a sheet attached at
three sides and hanging freely
in the back of the mouth.

The soft palate isimportant
when breathing and swallow-
ing.

« During nasal breathing,
the palate moves forward and
"opens"the nasal airway for air
to pass into the lungs.

<During swallowing, the
palate moves backward and
"closes"the nasal passages,
thereby directing the food and
liquid down the esophagus
instead of into the back of the
nose.

The uvula is the small exten-
sion at the back of thesoft
palate.

The palate and attached
uvula often are the structures
thatvibrate during snoring and
surgical treatments for snor-
ing may alter these structures
and prevent guttural fricative
sounds.

Narrowed airways and snor-
ing

The tonsils are designed
to detect and fight infections.
They are located at the back of
the mouth on each side of the
throat (oropharynx).They are
also called the palatine tonsils.
Like other infection-fighting
tissue, the tonsils swell while
they are fighting bacteria and
viruses. Often, the tonsils do
not return to their normal size
after the infection isgone. They
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can remain enlarged (hypertro-
phied) and can narrow the air-
way vibrate, and cause snoring.

The soft palate, as described
above, is the flap of tissue that
hangs down in the back of the
mouth. Ifitistoo long or floppy,
it can vibrate and cause snor-
ing.
The uvula is suspended from
the center and back of the soft
palate. An abnormally long or
thick uvula also can contribute
to snoring.

Sleeping position and snoring

When we are asleep, we are
usually (though not always)
lying down. Gravity acts to pull
on all the tissues of the body,
but the tissues of the pharynx
are relatively soft and floppy.
Therefore, when we lie on our
backs, gravity pulls the palate,
tonsils, and tongue backwards.
This often narrows the airway
enough to cause turbulence
in airflow, tissue vibration,
and snoring. Frequently, if the
snorer isgently reminded (for
example, with agentle thrust of
the elbow to the ribs or a tickle)
to roll onto his or her side, the
tissues are no longer pulled
backwards and the snoring
lessens.

How should someone with
snoring be evaluated?

To thoroughly evaluate
someone with a snoring prob-
lem, itis important to also talk
to that person's bed partner or
family members. A complete
history and physical examina-
tion is often performed.

In addition, more detail
about their snoring and
sleep problems needs to be
obtained. The patients may be
asked about their sleep pattern
and sleep hygiene, daytime
symptoms of sleepiness, day-
time napping, and frequency of
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awakening at night.

A thorough physical exami-
nation may also be performed
including assessing the
patient's body weight and body
mass index (BMI), assessment
of the neck circumference (area
around the neck), and visuali-
zation ofthe throat, nasal, and
oral cavities to determine how
narrow the oral and nasal pas-
sages are.

How is it determined if snor-
ing is a medical problem?

People who sleep (or lie
awake not sleeping) near a
snorer often report signs that
may indicate a more serious
problem. Witnessed apnea
(stopping breathing) or gasp-
ing can suggest a breathing
problem like sleep apnea (see
below) or heart problems.
Referral to a sleep special-
ist may be recommended if
obstructive sleep apnea occur.

Whatare the treatments for
snoring?

The goals for the treatment
of surgery may be difficult to
determine. The problem of
snoring usually is a problem for
the bed partner or roommate.
Therefore, successful treatment
should also include the goal of
achieving a successful night's
sleep for the bed partner or
roommate. .

Whatare some non-surgical
treatments for snoring?

The main categories of non-
surgical treatment of snoring
are:

1 Behavioral changes

2. Dental devices

3. Nasal devices and
medications

Behavioral charges

Behavioral changes are the
easiest to identify, but some of
the hardest to accomplish. For
example, if a person gains too

Sphenoid sinus

ntranee lothe
Eustachian
tube

much weight, his or her snor-
ing maybecome a problem.
Behavioral changes include
weight loss, changing sleeping
positions, avoiding alcohol and
smoking and changing medica-
tions that may be the cause of
snoring.

Dental devices

As previously discussed,
snoring is exacerbated by
normal airflow through a nar-
rowed area in the throat. Part
of the narrowing is caused by
the tongue and palate falling
back during sleep. Some dental
devices have been developed
that hold the jaw forward. Since
the tongue is attached in the
front to the jaw, the tongue
also is held forward when these
devices are used. Some devices
are designed to hold the palate
up and forward.

Nasal devices and medica-
tions

" For people with narrow
nasal passages, snoring can be
alleviated with nasal devices or
medications.

If nasal mucosal (lining)
swelling from allergies or irrita-
tion is causing the problem,
nasal sprays may help. Nasal
saline irrigation spray is a way
to clean and moisturize the
nasal lining since environmen-
tal irritants that stay in the nose
(dust, pollen, and smoke) con-
tinue to irritate as long as they
are present.The nasal lining
also swells when it is cold and
dry. Nasal saline helps to wash
away irritants and moistur-
izes the mucosa without side
effects. Other nasal sprays that
may be used to improve nasal
breathing include nasal steroid
sprays and nasal decongest-
ants. They are very helpful for
swelling due to minor allergies
or irritation.
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How to monitor your
children's internet use

By Tosin Omoniyi and Akor Ojoma

HE Internet is a wonderful
resource for children. They can
use it to research school assign-
ments, communicate with teach-
ers and other children, and play
interactive games among others. Kids who are
old enough to punch in a few letters on the
keyboard can literally access the world.

Today, several homes have internet facili-
ties which allow family members access the
internet whenever they wish. A lot of par-
ents consider their children’ accessibility of
the internetasan outlet for entertainment
besides the conventional television set or
video games.

For some, it is a sign of social prestige
wherebytheybrag about their childrens com-
puter or ‘internet literacy.” And for others itis
simply a sign oftimes as it would seem out of
place for people to find out that their children
cannot access the unlimited possibilities evi-
dent on the internet.

However, many parents are totally oblivi-
ous ofthe fact that side by side with the beauty
ofthe internet liesother indisputable dangers.

Mohammed Sanni, an IT personnel with
acomputer firm in Abuja says parents do not
exercise enough control over the activities of
their childrens once on the internet. “With
more and more children gaining unfettered
access to the internet, it is necessary to put
in place specific control mechanisms to limit
their operations to worthwhile their activi-
ties while on the internet. The internet has
come to stay and it is impossible to prevent
children’ total access to it but parents and
guardians should learn ways to monitor what
their children do on the internet on a daily
basis. Many kids are into pornography nowa-
days and their parents are unaware of it. It is
quite easy to watch immoral films on the net
today especially because it is for free; every-
day more children learn about this through
internet freedom.”

He said the consequence ofthis for family
values and the society at large is not palat-
able, albeit becoming a trend amongst chil-
dren and youths. “Over 50 percent ofkids that
you see browsing in our cybercafes today are
into online pornography. Ifthat is the case in
the cybercafes then you will begin to wonder
what other children in the confines of their
homes do on the internet on a daily basis.
There are some control measures that can be
employed by parents to monitor the activities
oftheir young ones on the Internet”, he said.

It is important to be aware of what your
kids see and hear on the Internet, who they
meet, and what they share about themselves
online. Just like any safety issue, it is wise to
talk to your kids about your concerns, take
advantage of resources to protect them, and
keep aclose eye on their activities.

There are online tools that will enable you
control your kids” access to adult material
and help protect them from Internet preda-
tors. No option is going to guarantee that
they’ll be kept away from 100% of the risks

on the Internet but to an extent it curtails
certain immoral activities. Itisimportant to
be aware of your kids’ computer activities
and educate them about online risks. The
KidsHealth website advises that you can get
involved in childrens’ online activities by
first becoming computer literate and learn-
ing how to block objectionable material.

You can monitor children’s internet use
in the following ways;
ep the computer inacommon area,
not in individual bedrooms, where
you Can watch and monitor its use;
uch as the family room or living
Set hours that your child are allowed to be
online. According to e-how.com, “set time
limits. The average adult user spends three
recreational hours per day on the internet.
Limityour child to no more than one hour a
day. You may even break this up into twenty
minute segments. You may want your child
to continue engaging in extracurricular
activities. This limit ensures your child will
spend more time engaging in social interac-
tions offline.”

Block websites that you do not want your
children to see. Many Internet service pro-
viders (ISPs) provide parent-control options
to block certain material from coming into
a computer. You can also get software that
helps block access to certain sites based on
a “bad site” list that your ISP creates. Filter-
ing programs can block sites from coming
in and restrict personal information from
being sentonline. There are other programs
that can monitor and track online activities.

Also, make sure your children create a
screen name to protect their real identity.

Thereare some control measures
that can be employed by parentsto
monitor the activities oftheiryoung
oneson the Internet

According to e-how.com, “Add privacy con-
trols. How many times have you searched
for an item and ended up with a sexually
suggestive ad? This may happen to achild if
you don't protect the privacy features. The
top two browsers, Internet Explorer and
Mozilla Firefox, have built-in privacy con-
trols under their Tools section. Set the con-
trols on medium to high so the browser can
actas a filter, no matter what search engine is
used. Create an email account foryour child.
On the Internet, your child will require a
web identity. Create an email account with
your child and link it to your own account.

roomhis privacy control givesyou access to their

emails. Unless they will be corresponding
with their teachers, do not use their name
as part of the user name. Gmail is recom-
mended as the email account because it has
access to other popular networks and video
sharing sites and it is easily monitored.”

Protect your child from unwanted and
objectionable email. Tell your child not to
give his email or yours out to anyone, and
use a program like Norton to block any
email that contains select vulgar words or
contentyou do notwish foryour children to
see. Such aprogram essentially requires you
to list every word or topic you do not wish
for your children to get in email and have
these messages re-directed to a spam folder
or just deleted. Again, anti-spam software
can help weed out objectionable content
email, but spammers make money by fig-
uring out how to circumvent these systems
and getting email not to be blocked, so some
mail will still come through. Have a policy in
your house against opening or responding
to email from people you or your children
do not know.

Set boundaries for what type of infor-
mation is acceptable to give out online. It
is reasonable to set limits on what types of
information or photos your child can post
on myspace.com, photos sites such as flickr.
com, or forums and chat rooms that might
list a town and state with a name. Chil-
dren need to know not to reveal personal
information such as their address, home
telephone number, or the name and loca-
tion of their school. Tell them any request

for information needs to be run by parents
first. Furthermore, restrict photo sharing to
family and friends. Allow your teen to enter
into social networks, but restrict what they
can share. Make sure photos of family and
friends are only accessible with a password.
Do not allow them to post pictures that dis-
play identifying information in the back-
ground ofthe picture such as school names,
address numbers and street signs.

Establish a set response in the possible
event that someone scares or threatens your
child on the Internet. Find out the policies
implemented at other places where your
child accesses the Internet. Some libraries
will allow children free access to almost any
website, feeling they have no accountability
for what children see.

When necessary, consider other software
options. Ifyou are afraid that your child is
disobeying you and placing herself at risk,
in addition to checking the history in the
browser, you can consider a type of pro-
gram called a key logger. This records the
keystrokes your child types in email, forums,
chat room, IM, etc. So ifyour child is look-
ing to meet up with a stranger or giving out
information you are not comfortable with, it
will record this information.

Block your child with a password. Ifyou
wantto blockyour childsaccessto the Inter-
net when you are at home, consider pass-
word-protecting your computer itselfwith
a password that he cannot guess, (birthdays,
pets names and anniversaries are all easy to
guess) so that he cant be online without your
knowledge or when you are not at home.

Also take your child seriously ifhe or she
reports an uncomfortable online exchange.

e-how also adds: “Beasleuth, notasnoop.
There are two types of parents: those who
ransack their childrens rooms for ajournal
and those who don*. Ifyou are one of the
former, this snooping behaviour can extend
to the web. Join your childs sodal network,
but dont make your presence known. Try
not to interact with your child there. You
want them to be free to interact with others,
while aware that you may see what they’re
sharing. In short, linger, but dont snoop.
Become a guide.

While you may be tempted to be a cool
parent and make your presence known,
your role is to guide your child in internet
etiquette. Communicate with your child
primarily through email, not on their social
networks. Send great content their way via
links. Music, videos, articles, and pictures
relating to their hobbies will prepare them
to filter information.

At this age they will use the Internet as
a social tool, and you are teaching them to
find and comment on relevant information.
Above all be aware of warning signs. Just
like you ask identifying information about
your childs friends, ask about their Inter-
net friends. Ask about their parents, back-
ground, hobbies and oth£r unique details.”

It concludes: “Be wary of your child
making friends on the Internet. Look out
for warning signs of new relationships. For
instance, new friends calling your home
number or packages in the mail; if these are
from names you're not familiar with, your
child may be engaging in a relationship with
an Internet friend.

The hope is that they will simply extend
their social network to the Internet. Still,
teens are beginning adolescence where they
may feel awkward and alone. Predators are
alwayswilling to play the role ofcaring coun-
sellor. Stay alert!



DAILY TRUST Friday, April 23,2010

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

1 The Nasarawa State Government has earmarked about 400Ha
parcel of land situated along Abuja - Keffi Expressway for a Housing
Programme under the Public Private Partnership scheme between
the State Government, the Federal Housing Authority and Sharp
Little City Ltd. The project is targeted to provide about 11,450
Housing Units.

2. The parcel of land falls between Kuchikau and Auta Baleifi bordering
the Bengham University and Sayidna Village in Karu LGA more
particularly described as follows:-

Starting from A3670G:- Whose UTM Coords are:- N=990042.37m,
E=355666.83m, the boundary runs for a distance of 398.91 metres
on a bearing of 273*31' to A3671G thence for 390.30 metres on a
bearing of 273#2' to A3672G thence for 227.43 metres on a bearing
358°20' to A3673G thence for 285.54 metres on a bearing of 332° 41
to A3674G thence for 319.35 metres on a bearing of 332° 41’ to
A3675G thence for 395.55 metres on a bearing of 350°08' to A3676G
thence for 261.00 metres on a bearing of 010020 to A3677G thence
for 377101 metres on a bearing of 06° 19' to A3678G thence for
364.98 metres on a bearing of 05° 23' to A36789 thence for 402.54
metres on a bearing of W\RO2' to A3680G thence-for 230.50mefres
on a bearing of 97° 06' to A3681G thence for 221.00 metres on a
bearing of 97557' to A3682 thence for 354.09 metres on a bearing of
93° 08' to A3683G thence for 352.26 metres on a bearing 0of 91030’ to
A3684G thence for 232.10 metres on a bearing of 185° 02*to A3685G
thence for 243.81 metres on a bearing of 181° 51 to A3686G thence
for 349,34 metres on a bearing 0f90* 42 to A3687G thence for 330.33
metres on a bearing of 148° 25' to KRA1025 thence for 27.05 metres
ori a bearing of 149" 56' to KRA 1026 thence for 33.68 metres on a
bearing of 89s04’ to A3692G thence for 235,96 metres on a bearing
of 80° 55' toA3693G thence for 268.25 metres on a bearing of 8 f 19
to A3690G thence for 335,49 metres on a bearing of 165° 59' to
A3691G thence for 75.64 metres on a bearing of 253e49' to KRA
3650 thence for 240.28 metres on a bearing of 253846 to KRA 3649
thence for 180.87 metres on a bearing 0f25290' to KRA 3648
thence for 248.70 metres on a bearing 0f250°16' to KRA 3647
thence for 362.18 metres on a bearing 0f192°16' to KRA 3645
thence for 147.39 metres on a bearing 0f236s38' to KRA 3644
thence for 272.77 metres on a bearing of 221° 36' to KRA 783 thence
for 114.57 metres on a bearing of 223c39' to KRA 3643 thence for
139.05 metres on a bearing of 211° 32' to KRA 3642 thence for
372.34 metres on a bearing of 276°05' — -------- — — -

to the starting point, thus enclosing the area stated above. All
comers are marked by concrete beacons and all bearings are
referred to National North.

3. Accordingly, the State Government wishes to convey through this
medium again this Notice of Intention to acquire all that parcel of land
forthe overriding publicinterest.

4, Notices of Intention to acquire all property within this defined area
have been dispatched to all statutory holders and customary
occupiers have been equally informed.

5. Consequently, Compensation Assessment Exercise has been

scheduled to commence from Thursday, 22* April, 2010toend on 15*1

May 2010 at the site, Affected persons are requested to be at site for
enumeration as scheduled, please.

6. For further inquiries contact the Ministry of Lands, Survey and Town
Planning, Lafia,

SIGN:
Permanent Secretary
For: Hon. Commissioner

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST
(re-advertisement)

The United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) in Nigeria would
like to invite registered Non
Governmental Organizations (NGOSs)
to submit their Expression of Interest
(EOI) for Pre-qualification and possible

inclusion in a database of NGOs m
specialized inthe following areas:

Elections

Medial

Conflict Management

Political Parties

Gender

Human Rights, Rule of Law and Access to Justice
Youth

Other Democratic Governance areas not
specifically mentioned above

The United Nations Development Programme in
Nigeria, through the Democratic Governance for
Development (DGD) project is looking to complete a
comprehensive roster of NGOs working in the area of
democratic governance in Nigeria,

Interested NGOs must meet the. eligibi’-:
requirements for consideration which can bf* |
downloaded at the following UNDP websites |
www.ng.undp.oro. www.undp.org. The application
template can also be downloaded from the websites.

SUBMISSION DETAILS:

The EOI and supporting documents must be received
not later than the 13 May 2010 by 3:00 PM (local
time) and must be forwarded to the address below ina
sealed envelope clearly labeled “EXPRESSION OF
INTEREST FOR PRE QUALIFICATION OF NGOs in
NIGERIA” PLEASE INCLUDE THE NAME OF THE
NGO AND THE GEO-POLITICAL ZONE OF
INTEREST

OPERATIONS MANAGER

UNDP/DGD 4™MFLOOR

ELIZADE PLAZA, OPPOSITE BOLINGO HOTEL
CENTRALAREA, GARKI (ABUJA)

The EOI submissions that are not In compliance
with the requested Information as outlined above
will be not be considered eligible to be included in
the next stage In this process.

This EOI does not amount to a commitment on the part
of UNDP, either financial or otherwise. UNDP reserves
the right to accept or reject any or all EOI without any
obligation to inform the affected applicants of the
grounds for acceptance or rejection.


http://www.ng.undp.oro.www.undp.org
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yI magana na minti daya, ka samu
minti daya kyautat- N

babu gasar mai rabo la dauka —

Sayi layin etisalat daga shagunanmu na etisalat™nafi kusa ko dillalanmu

Saka kudi a layinka na etisalat ka kirawo layin etisalat

Samu kyautar kashi dari bisa dari na mintinan-da-ka ktra daga layin etisalat zuwa etisalat

A takaice zamu mayar maka da minti daya kyaota! na duk minti daya (dakika 60) da ka kashe daga
layinmu na etisalat zuwa etisalat —_ -

Yi amfani da kyautar mintinanka ka kirawo kowanene akan layin etisalat kyauta!

Saboda haka me kake jira? garzaya yanzu ka sayi layin_etisalat ka fara magana don ka samu kyautar

mintinan Kkira

'Wannan garabasar a bude take ga duk masu amfani da layin etisalat na easy starter ko easy clig

Garabasar zata kai har talatin ga watan afrilu, 2010

Domin sanin sharruda a tuntubemu ta yanar gizo a www.etisalatcom.ng

etisalat

now you're talking


http://www.etisalatcom.ng
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Jonathan gets
President's allowances

By Jibrin Abubakar & Idris Ahmed

ACTING President Goodluck Jonathan would
as from next month start enjoying allowances
due to the President and Commander in Chief,
Daily Trust has learnt.

Since he became acting president, Mr.
Jonathan has been paid allowances of a vice
president.

Butthere have been no laws that allow him to
enjoy the allowances ofthe president.

The Revenue Mobilization Allocation and
Fiscal Commission (RMAFC) is submitting a
proposal to the National Assembly recommend-
ing that he be paid the allowances.

An impeccable source in RMAFC told Daily
Truston phone thatan in-house committee was
set up to look into it and the committee recom-
mended to Accountant-General ofthe Federa-
tion that Jonathan gets the allowances of the
President.

The source said: “We can’t pay him double
salaries-the salary of President and Vice Presi-
dent at the same time-what we can do is to pay
him the allowances ofthe president.”

But the commission said the new pay pack-
age for Jonathan would not affect the allowances
and salaries of ailing President Umaru Musa
Yaradua.

RMAFC is one of the 14 executive bodies
set up by the Constitution directly. It isnotasa
result ofa law made by the National Assembly.

The Commission fixes the salaries ofpoliti-
cal office holders including those ofthe judici-
ary.

A letter to the National Assembly is being
prepared by the RMAFC, Daily Trust learnt.

The source said the allowances will be ret-
roactive to the time Jonathan became acting
president.

Base on the revised revenue package ofcer-
tain political office holders which became effec-
tive late last year, Jonathans annual basic salary
is N 3,013, 572.50 while his current allowance
isN 7,232,574.00. The Presidents annual basic
salary is N3, 514, 705 while his allowances add
up to N 8,435,292.

If the RMAFC*s recommended for the
improvement on the acting presidents pay
package is approved by the National Assembly,
Jonathan would now add the president’ allow-
ance 0f N 8,435,292 to his basic salary to make
it N il, 448, 864.50 instead of his current N10,
246,146.50 pay package.

The source said that the National Assembly

ACTING President Goodluck Jonathan

can carry out amendment of the 2008
Act of the RMAFC for the payment to
be effected and that this can be done in
aweek.

“Hopefully, the acting President
should start enjoying the allowance by
next month,” the source added.
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In the same vein, any deputy gov-
ernor of a state that acted on behalf
of his governor would also enjoy the
allowances of the governor but if a
Speaker ofthe State House of Assem-
bly acted as governor, he is not entitle
to any allowance, Daily Trust learnt.
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Skye bank grows
earnings by 70%

SKYE Bank Pic has recorded gross earnings
0fN126.67billion for the year ended Decem-
ber 31,2009 as against N74.62 billion achieved
in 2008. The result represents a 69.76 per cent
growth.

In its audited results released yesterday on
the floor ofthe Nigeria Stock Exchange (NSE),
the bank’ net interest income rose by 54.52
per cent, from N30.47hillion to N47.09billion;
which is indicative ofahigh degree ofefficiency
in the management pfits interest expense, and
quality earning potential.

The Bank also took its high quality earnings
capacity a step further, recording an increase
in operating income from N51.94billion to
N75.02billion, agrowth of44.44 per cent.

Despite the inclement operating environ-
ment, and the significant challenges faced by the
Banking industry during the year, it declared a
profitbefore tax 0fN2.,L5billion, and profit after
tax of N1.13billion, respectively.

During the financial year also, its loan port-
folio recorded a 28.97 per cent increase, from
N246.39billion to N317.76billion.

STOCK MARKET INDEX

Date: Thursday, April22,2010
Index: 27,515.02
Volume: 590,133,604
'rr N

Cap.: 7N6,655329,886,440.OO
Inflation 12.3%
GDP 6.68%
Budget N4.6tr
Ext. Reserves Acct $41.5bn
Excess Crude Acct $3.9bn
Poverty Ratio 54.4%
Monetary Policy Rate 6%
Banks 24
HM , $82 a barrel
Power Supply 2,500MW
Qil output per day 2.6mbd
Broad Money Supply N10,618,587.9m

N10,006,236.9m
Inter-Bank Rate >1700%
m am 2.02%
Deposit Rate 10.98%
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young girls sin

The peaple of Ogori, asleepy town inthe Ogori-
Magongo Lacal Government Area of Kogi State,
have numerous festivals, among which is Ovia
Osee, an amual initiation of young girls to
womanhood. Isiaka Wakili our correspondent
who wes present at this year's Ovia Osese fes-
tival which held last Saturday, reports thet the
age-old tradition iscaught inaseason of change.

LL roads leading to

Ogori were busy, as

visitors from home and

abroad, surged to wit-
ness the festival believed to sym-
bolize chastity, virility, fertility
and procreation. Aside top gov-
ernment functionaries and royal
fathersin attendance, varying cul-
tural troupes also added glamour
to the festival.

OviaOseseisafestival ofsongs,
for the Ogori are a singing peo-
ple. During the festival, there are
very many songs expressed, but
among the Ovia, exclusive songs
are meant to be sung by only the
initiates and the already initiated
girls, when an Ovia (young girl)
is being dressed or at the kindred
square.

When and how did the Ovia
Osese festival start? While most
of the elders see it as a festival
that is as old as the community
itself, some agree it started over a
century ago. Mr Adegbola Tedy, a
native of Ogori, explained: “Ovia
Osese started as a family festival.
The daughter ofthe person who
started it was accused of being
way-ward, and her would-be hus-
band almost disowned her. As a
result of this, priests and oracles
were consulted, and it was dis-
covered in the end that the girl
was not wayward, as alleged. Her
mother then returned home joy-
ous, hosting friends and relations
to rejoice over the fact that her
daughter was still a virgin. That
was how the tradition was passed
from one family to another, and
generations to generations”.

Out of 92 young girls billed
for this years Ovia Osese festival,

only 26 turned up. While many
of them were said to have gone
for JAMB examinations which
coincided with the festival, oth-
ers were said to be absent for
unknown reasons.

Before the festival commenced
proper, our correspondent spoke
with some of the initiated girls
,and soughttheir views on the fes-
tival. One ofthem was 16-year-old
Uninibele Adegbola, a 100 level
studentofthe department of His-
tory and International Relations,
Kogi State University, Anyigba.
Before now, she had been longing
for the day she would be initiated
intowomanhood. Her reason was
very simple: She believed itwould
dignify herasapride ofthe family.

“l am very excited to be part
ofthe young girls involved in this
years Ovia Osese festival. It is a
day | have been praying fervently
to witness. Initiation means dif-
ferent things to different people.
There is nothing fetish in Ovia
Osese festival. It is just a culture

» -

which proves to the entire world
that despite the influence ofwest-

as*

ernization all over the place, we,
the innocent girls of Ogori land,

have our sanctity and virginity preserved. Any

.girlofabout between 15and 25 years that does

not do would bring shame to her family. The
festival is important to me, and that is why |
came all the way from school to be part of it”,
she said.

tive oft
defeate
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"ith the influence of civilization

the world over, one nagging ques-

tion, perhaps, is: hasnt the objec-
|e age-long Ovia Osese festival been
*Answering this question, 67-year-

old Asiyawu Amuda, who said
she was initiated at 21, consid-
ered the tradition fast changing
from its original norm: “You
can see that the girls being initi-
ated here today, are wearing the
local fabric called ofiand beads. It
was never like that in the past. All
girls to be initiated would come
out naked. They would only put
on some beads on their waists.
And because they were truly vir-
gins, they would not feel that they
were naked in public. Idoubtifall
the girls being initiated today are
still what they are expected to be.
Couldthey afford to appear naked
today? Letthem answerthe ques-
tion™.

Corroborating this view, Right
Reverend Odunitan Festus David
ofthe Diocese of African Church
in the community said: “l was
told that in those days, the way
the Ovia Osese festival was cele-
brated was different from what we
are seeingtoday. In the past, all the
female children would come out
naked. They would merely bring
some beads to cover their private
parts. Unlike now that they are
all well-dressed. Nevertheless,
the festival has to be continued,
because the Bible says we should
train our children the way they
would grow,and when they grow,
they would not depart from it.

“Parents in Ogori brought
up their female children in a
very good way. Having properly
brought them up, the parents
are now saying that the children
have come of age and should be
conscious ofthis. We, in the Dio-
cese, are not leaving them at this
stage of initiation. We make sure
they come in as a ladies’forum to
be well equipped in the words of
God, before going into any mari-
tal relationship. We are trying to
save them from premarital sex”.

Elder Salimon Akano, who
referred to himselfas one ofthe
custodians of Ogori traditions,
equally observed that due to
socio-economic changes , and
the influence of western civili-
zation, the Ovia Osese festival
has undergone a slight depar-
ture from its original core value.
According to him, rather than
the three years the festival used
to cover, it has virtually become
a one-week affair. In those days,
he said, the essence of making it
to cover so long a period, was to
ensure a proper development of
all the female children who were
due for initiation.

For Mr Bola Boro, a native of
Ogori, young girls billed for the
Ovia Osese, used to be camped
before the festival, noting that
these days, such practice is no
longer possible, as most of the
girls are in school.

The National President of
Ogori Descendants’ Union, Tony
Animasahun, says despite the
influence of modernization, the
Ovia Osese festival is fast gain-
ing both national and interna-
tional prominence, by moulding
the character traits of the young
girls, and fostering unity among
the people. “We are building on
the foundation laid by our pred-
ecessors, and as a people, we will
ensure that the Ovia Osese Cul-
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"IN the past, alt the female children would come out naked."

tural Festival remains a cher-
ished tradition which we hope
to bequeath to generations ofour
children” he said.

e Chairman, Education
and Culture Commit-
tee of the festival, says

ual, but steady fall in the global oil
price, tourism mightjustbe a safe
alternative to boost the country’s
revenue base.

Otunba Olusegun Runsewe,
the Director-General, Nigerian
Tourism Development Corpo-
ration (NTDC), represented by

Ovia Osese is just “a peep iktajiya Abdulrahman Moham-

the future. We are preparing a
future for our young girls, who
will eventually become wives
and mothers. It is not for noth-
ing that we often say that when
you educate a woman, you edu-
cate a whole nation. This is the
spirit behind Ovia Osese cul-
tural festival. It places emphasis
on the chastity ofouryoung girls,
equipping them to become wives,
mothers and worthy torch bear-
ers. In these days of the rising
scourge of HIV/AIDS, there is
no better time than now to stress
the essence ofthis festival. It has
helped Ogori community to keep
itsyoung girlsin check, and thus,
helped to reduce the scourge of
HIV/AIDS.”

elishing the potentials
f the festival, the acting
hairman of the Ogori-
agongo Local
Area, Prince Sumbo Ayo, says:
“What we are witnessing today
is the totality ofour people. The
Ovia Osese festival has come a
long way. It is one tradition that
brings our people home from far
and near. The whole essence is
purity ofthe heart, soul and body.
Itis a crowd-pulling festival. We
have neighbours from Edo and
other states, who have travelled
here to witness the festival. | wish
to call on the Kogi State govern-
ment to explore the possibility
of partnering with our people to
expand this scope ofthe festival.
“The involvement ofa corpo-
rate organization like MTN is an
indication ofthe great potentials
of the festival. On the part ofthe
local government, we have always
striven to support this great festi-
val within our limited resources.
| appeal to the government to get
the festival listed by the Nigerian
Tourism Development Corpora-
tion (NTDC). On several occa-
sions, we have had tourists from
abroad grace the festival. Ovia
Osese is a festival waiting to be
fully harnessed. With the grad-

med, a manager with the Corpo-
ration, regards the Ovia Osese fes-
tival as abeautiful cultural display,
saying that soon it would be one
of the first to be reckoned with

in the country. “The people of

Governm@dgori have tried. This is culture

at its best. It is really worth mak-
ing a tourist attraction. Tourism
isnot something to toy with. Qil
is good, but tourism is better. Oil
is exhaustible, but tourism is sus-
tainable. | appeal to the people of
Ogoriland to keep the ball rolling
in this regard”, she said.
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Describing Ovia Osese as a fes-
tival that propagates decency in
womanhood, the representative
of MTN, Mr Nurudeen Seriki,
leaves no one in doubt that his
organization will continue to
partner with the people of Ogori
to support the festival.

Inthe view ofthe Speaker ofthe
State House of Assembly, Clarence
Olafemi, the Ovia Osese festival
signposts the uniqueness of the
Ogori culture, which he consid-
ers marketable both nationally

and internationally.

Governor Ibrahim Idris, who
was conferred with the tradi-
tional title of Ogbuloko of Ogori
land, pledged through his repre-
sentative at the event, Chief Bala
Haruna, the Chiefof Staff of the
Government House, to improve
on the Ovia Osese festival to make
it atourist attraction.
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Bharti-Zain acquisition deal
faces hitches

By Zakariyya Adaramola

THE acquisition deal in which Indias Bharti has reportedly paid $9 billion
for Zains African assets-appears to be facing renewed problems in some key
markets, including Nigeria, Daily Trustcan report.

Our correspondent reports that workers of Zain Nigeria are protesting,
voicing their concerns to the government and the legislature by calling for
athorough examination ofwhat their fate, and those ofretailers and local
shareholders will belike when the deal comes to a conclusion.

The Zain Nigeria workers, Daily Trust learnt from a source in the com-
pany yesterday, fear that Bharti will cut jobs, and supervise its operations
with Indian expatriates where it isnot doing soviaremote Internet Protocol
(IP) resources.

According to them, this will also introduce obstacles to the marketing
process which could potentially destroy the investment ofup to 100 major
Nigerian retailers.

Butthe spokesman ofZain Nigeria, Mr. Emmanuel Otokhine, said itwas
nottrue that the workersofZain Nigeriaare protesting about the Bharti deal,
“it is mere speculations” he said.

Apart from the workers’challenge, it is also said that Strive Masiyiwas
challenge ofthe legality ofthe sale of Econet Wireless to VMobile and sub-
sequentbuyersisstillpending in the courts both in Nigeriaand in the Neth-
erlands.

This, Daily Trust learnt, has profound consequences as Zain Nigeria
remains the key asset ofZain Africa. In two other countries in Bharti’ sta-
ble - Congo and Gabon- differentkinds ofissues are threatening the deal.

The National, an Abu Dhabibased news journal reported on April 13that
in the Republic of Congo, the countrys Minister for Telecommunications,
ThierryMoungalla, said the sale ofZain Congo wasiillegaland he would not
approve the deal under the current conditions.

In Gabon, hostilitiesaremore pronounced with the governmentreported
to have disapproved outright, the sale of Zain Gabon because both operators
failed to comply with the country 5 telecoms regulations.

BOI's investment hits N66bn

From Mohammed Shosanya, Lagos

THE BankofIndustry has announced the sum ofN65.9billion as total value
ofits investment for the year ended December 31,2009.

The value represents 572 percent growth on N9.8billion recorded in
December 2005.

Besides, the banks cumulative investments grew by 730 percent from 88
as at December 2005 to 731 percentby December last year.

Managing Director ofthe Bank Mrs. Evelyn Oputu said the exponential
growth in the financial institution was sequel to the launch ofits paradigm
shift initiative in 2006.

Shesaid in line with one ofthe elements ofitsparadigm shiftunderwhich
85 percent of its resources were earmarked for Micro Small and Medium
Enterprises (MSMEs), the percentage of Bank of Industrys annual lending
to Small and Medium Enterprises increased to 92 percentby December 2009
from 65 percentin 2005.

“The emphasis on MSMEs is due to their higher multiplier effects per
unit ofinvestment. Asa result ofthe conscientious monitoring ofits invest-
ments, the bank’ Portfolio At Risk (PAR) was significantly reduced to an
average ofless than 21 percent in 2009 from 65 percent in 2005, she said.

Accordingto her, the bank has also deepened its credit delivery process
by lending to cooperative groups comprising mainly women and youths
under collective guarantee arrangements.

She said over N1.4billion has been approved to various groups since
2008.

FG grants 9,300 new mining titles

FEDERAL Governmenthas processed 9,300 new mining tides, the Per-
manent Secretary, Ministry of Mines and Steel Development Alhaji Shiekh
Goni has said. Goni said the development was part of governments efforts
to encourage investment in the nations solid minerals sectc

He spoke on Wednesday in Abuja at a two-day retreat mn “Deepening
Governance Issues”, organised by the Nigerian Geological jurvey Agency
(NGSA). Goni said that the titles which varied from exploration licences to
mining leases were processed within five months from October last year to
February this year. He said that the beneficiaries had been issued letters of
conveyance. “The rate ofinvestment can be assessed by the high level ofmin-
ing activities nationwide. “This isunprecedented, aswe now have investment
ranging from $1million and above” he said.

Goni, who spoke on: “The Delay of the Mining Regulations”, said that
the absence ofnecessary framework would not pose any threat to investors.

He said the Ministries ofMines and Steel Development, the Judiciary as
well as stakeholders were collaborating to ensure a world-class regulation.

Director-General of NGSA, Prof. Siyan Malomo, said the sector had
grown professionally in the last five years. (NAN)
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MINISTER of State for Finance Mr. Remi Babaiola (right), the Group Managing Director of Dia-
mond Bank Pic Mr. Emeka Onwuka and the Divisional Head (Public Sector) ofthe bank Mrs
Eunice Williams, during a meeting in Abuja with the minister, yesterday.

BPE appoints Lead
Capital as advisers
oTranscorplPO

By Yunus Abdulhamid

LEAD Capital Markets Lim-
ited Consortium has emerged
the Transaction Advisers for the
Initial Public Offering (IPO) of
NIRMSCO Properties Limited
(owners of Transcorp Hilton
Hotel Abuja.

Spokesman of the Bureau of
Public Enterprises (BPE) Chuk-
wuma Nwokoh announced yes-
terday that the consortium out-
scored three others with 92.58
points to win the bid.

The others are: FCMB Capi-
tal Markets Limited Consortium,
which came second with 69.13,
FBN Capital Markets Limited
Consortium, came third with
58.90 and Chapel Hill Manage-
ment Consortium, fourth, with
54.44 points.

The BPE said the financial

bid opening for the selection was
done in Abuja on Wednesday,
April 21,2010.

Acting Director General of
the BPE, Ms Bolanle Onagoruwa
scored Transcorp Hilton Hotel,
Abuja, high in the hospitality
industry, saying the hotel was one
ofthe few in the industry that dis-
tributes profit to shareholders on
quarterly basis.

Ms Onagoruwa said with
its performance, the National
Council on Privatization (NCP)
through the BPE decided to divest
24 percent out ofthe outstanding
FGN% 49 percent equity in the
company to the general public
through an initial public offering
ofits shares.

She said as incentive to staff
ofthe company, 10 percent ofthe
shares on offer would be pref-
erentially allotted to them. The

Acting DG charged the successful
advisory firm to show a high level
of diligence, accountability and
transparency throughoutthe dura-
tion ofthe transaction process.

NICON Insurance Corpora-
tion had in 1987 obtained loan
facilities guaranteed by the Federal
Government from aconsortium of
foreign banks to finance the con-
struction ofthe hotel which began
operations on April 14,1987 and
later gave rise to NIRMSCO prop-
erties.

The privatization of NIRM-
SCO Properties Ltd through
core investor sale was concluded
in 2005 with the company5s 51
percent shares sold to Capital
Consortium/Transnational Cor-
poration Pic while the remain-
ing 49 percent was scheduled to
be divested later through Initial
Public Offer.

Diaspora group plans employment
boost in Nigeria

By Yunus Abdulhamid

A group of Nigerians in the
Diaspora have declared plans
to embark on massive transpor-
tation system in Nigeria that is
capable of generating about 4,
000 job opportunities.

The group isoperating under
the aegis of Diaspora Integra-
tion Programme and is coordi-
nated by Dr. Marcel Ezenwoye.

Dr Marcel who addressed
newsmen in Abuja recently
said the initiative would see
the deployment of made in

Nigeria buses that are currently
being engineered in China
by renowned Nigerian auto
experts.

The experts are led by Prof.
Emmanuel Ezugwu, the world-
renowned Nigerian in the area
of machining for aero-engine
components, he said.

Prof. Emmanuel is known to
have undergone researches and
consultancy projects for Rolls
Royce and numerous interna-
tional auto firms. First batches
of the buses under the trade
name; Zhope Automobiles are

expected in Nigeria in May.
“We have decided to come
with investment tools and skills
to develop our motherland. We
are seeking land, energy and
enabling environment to bring
the company home,” he said.
Ezenwoye is currently the
President of Concepts Univer-
sity College in.London. He said
that the Diaspora Integration
Programme was initiated to
encourage Nigerians and Afri-
cans, who have excelled in vari-
ous fields abroad to come back
home to impart on the society.
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FG poised to deregulate powver sector

By Fidelis Mac-Leva

MINISTER ofState [power] Nuhu
Somo Wya has identified deregu-
lation as the most viable and eco-
nomically realistic means of guar-
anteeing governments desire for
rapid and iri‘feversible progress
towards surmounting the prob-
lems that have beset Nigeriaspub-
lic utilities, particularly electricity.
Wyawho spoke at the opening
ceremony ofthe 7th Annual Con-
ference of the African Forum for
Utility Regulators in Abuja said the
federal government was poised to
deregulate the Power sectorin line
with the provisions in the Electric
Power Sector Reform Act 2005.

“The telecommunication
industry has made a giant strive
in Nigeria as a result of-deregula-
tion and the power sector has no
option butto followsuit” the Min-
ister said.

Admitting that Nigeria was
facing challenges of“agreat imbal-
ance between electricity supply
and demand” the Minister said
the challenges ofthe Nigeria Power
sector were multifaceted and need
to be tackled in a pragmatic man-
ner that would ensure sustainable,
adequate and reliable supply of
electricity in the country.

Woya said: “It isnow more evi-
dent than ever that Nigeria needs
to upgrade and expand her elec-

tricity infrastructure in order to
improve her socio economic per-
formance and to achieve the aspi-
ration ofbeing in the League ofthe
top 20 economies in the world by
2020.”

Professor AssiBenie, chairman
of the African Forum for Utility
Regulators, AFUR, acknowledged
the leading role played by Nigeria
in African integration, especially
through the New Partnership for
Africas Development, NEPARD.

He said it was the third time
that the annual conference of
AFUR was being hosted in Africa
pointing out that independent reg-
ulatory framework was necessary
for development ofpublic utilities

PHCN installs High Voltage
Distribution System at Karu

By Fidelis Mac-Leva

RESIDENTS of Karu area of the
Federal Capital Territory may have
a cause to smile as the World Bank
funded project on the conversion of
Low Voltage Distribution System
[LVDS] to High Voltage Distribu-
tion System [HVDS] on the Karu
1lkv Feeder has been completed
and handed over to the Abuja Elec-
tricity Distribution Company for
further maintenance.

The conversion of LVDS to
HVDS isaworld Bank initiative that
was introduced as a pilot scheme
known as CREST [Commercial
Reorientation of Electricity Sec-
tor Tool Kits] funded through the
National Energy Development
Project [NEDP], a credit facility
of the Federal Government with
International Development Asso-
ciation [IDA].

The contract which was

awarded to PIVOT Engineering
Limited atthe costofN 191.8million
was formally handed over to the
Project Management Unit [PMU]
of the Power Holding Company
of Nigeria, PHCN. It is expected
to boost power supply through
improved service delivery to elec-
tricity consumers at Karu and envi-
rons.

General Manager, Project Man-
agement Unit [PMU] ofthe Power
Holding Company of Nigeria,
PHCN, Engineer Mosiru Afolabi
Ganiyuwho spoke througharepre-
sentative called on PHCN custom-
ers in KaruTSJararaba and Nyanya
to ensure prompt settlement oftheir
bills to reciprocate government’
huge investmenton the project

“The need to foster good work-
ing relationship between Karu
Business Unit and customers in
safeguarding installations against
vandalism and overloading through

illegal connections can notbe over-
emphasised”, Ganiyu said

Whilerequestingthe AbujaDis-
tributing Companyto ensure thatall
customers in Karu business were
properly metered and billed cor-
rectly, the GM disclosed that a new
contract for the supply and installa-
tion of 117,000 prepayment meters
has also been awarded through the
World Bankto addressthe commer-
cial lossesincurred in the area.

The CEO Abuja zone of PHCN
who spoke through the AGM Tech-
nical Services, Hope Torre, com-
mended the quality of work done
on the project saying it was aimed at
improving the quality of voltage in
thearea

Managing Director ofPivot Engi-
neering CompanyDave Ogre, who
formally handed over the project
commended the host community
for the cooperation enjoyed by the
companywhile executing the project

Lagos to complement FG's
efforts In power generation

From Femi Akinola, Lagos

LAGOS state government has
declared its intention to comple-
ment the efforts of the Federal
Governmentintheareaofelectric-
ity generation by partnering with
reputable local and international
players on power generation,
transmission and distribution.
Tothis end, the state also called
forastructural and holisticreform
of power generation in the coun-
try, through public-private part-
nership with the state government.
The Director-General ofLagos
State Office of the Public Private
Partnership (PPP) Mr. Ayo Gbe-
leyi, disclosed this during one
of the sectoral work groups on
Power Infrastructure, Institution
and Operations at the on-going

5th Lagos Economic Summit.

Addressing participants, Gbe-
leyi said: “Nigeria has the lowest
per capital in electricity genera-
tion in the whole world and that
no meaningful development can
take place without an increase in
power generation in the country”,
addingjhat available information
shows a strong positive correlation
between "electricity consumption
and economic development.

GbeleyT further stated that
Lagos State is a choice destination
to investors, because of its mega
city status and its contribution to
Nigerias Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) which is over twenty per-
cent.

Engineer—Mansur Ahmed,
Director General, Infrastructure
Concession Regulatory Commis-

sion (ICRC), called on the Lagos
state government partner with the
Federal Government on Power
generation in the country.

He noted that there was an
urgent need to fully implement
the Electric Power Sector Act
(EPSRA) for the resolution ofdis-
tortions in gas prices, completion
of NIPPs as well as exploration of
other energy sources in the coun-

try.

~ANigeria has the
lowest per capi-
tal in electricity
generation in the
whole world

in the continent.

Administrator ofthe Nigerian
Electricity Regulatory Commis-
sion, NERC, Immamudeen Talba
said infrastructure development
remains afocalpointon the Seven
Point Agenda of the federal gov-
ernment, adding that: “hosting
the AFUR conference in Nigeriaat
thispointwill no doubt assist pol-
icy makers, regulators and indus-
try operators to address some of
the key challenges of meeting the
demands for infrastructure devel-
opment in Nigeria.”

Over 300 delegates from
around the world, including util-
ity regulators, senior government
officials and the private sector as

35 )

well as representatives from inter-
national development and finance
institutions, investors and utility
service providers are attending
the AFUR Conference which lasts
for one week.

AFUR came into being in
2002 based on clause 110 of the
framework document ofthe New
Partnership for Africas Develop-
ment [NEPARD]. Itisavoluntary
organization whose members are
regulators of water, telecommu-
nication, energy and sanitation
in their respective countries. It
comprises 30 African countries,
including Nigeria and has a Sec-
retariat based in Pretoria, South
Africa.

:FIDELIS MAC-LEVA

HIGH voltage distribution system on Karu 11 kv feeder commis-

sioned on Wednesday by PHCN.

Gas shortage will hinder
Jonathan's power reform

efforts -NGA

From Mohammed Shosanya,Lagos

THE Nigerian Gas Association
[NGA] has expressed fears that
the efforts of the Acting President,
Goodluck Jonathan, to turn around
the nations power sector might be
thwarted by gas shortage occasioned
by the non-implementation ofsome
aspectofthe Gas Master plan.
President of the Association,
Charles Ozesuaexpressed the associ-
ations feelingata news conference in
Lagos observed that epileptic power
generation in Nigeria would persist
until “alignment is achieved among
the partiesinvolved in gasdelivery’
He however expressed the asso-
ciations readiness to support the
Acting President and the Minister
of State for Power to ensure that gas
supply hiccups to power generation
isaddressed. “We note with great

interest the progress made so far in
the effort to accelerate the imple-
mentation of the Gas Master Plan.
We note specifically, the establish-
mentofthe Strategic Gas Aggressor.
We note also, the efforts to fast track
gas price for power, bringing it closer
toeconomic price parity forgas sup-
ply”, he said.

These progresses notwithstand-
ing, Ozesua said there were still
significant challenges in achieving
alignment among the interdepend-
ent parties involved in gas delivery
for power.

Noting that agreed strategies for
gas supply in some instances were
not being implemented, the NGA
President: “Werisk, orindeed havea
situation where we have power gen-
erating capacity without gas; and
gas available for delivery without an
off-takerr
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Bristow Group

supports
Zaria Aviation
Techwith $1Im

By Yunus Abdulhamid

A leading ait services provider in
the countryj Bristow Group has
pledged technical and equipment
support to the tune of $1 million
(N150 million) to the Nigerian
College of Aviation Technology
(NCAT), Zaria.

Presider(and CEO ofBristow
Group Wdrldwide, Williams
Chiles, g; veithe commitment on
Tuesday on the colleges campus
after sirning a Mutual Coopera-
tion Agreementwith the manage-
ment ofthe institution.

Ve are dedicated to the
gro th of this institution,” said
Cb es. “That is why we will con-
ci- Itly make considerable contri-
b dons towards making it world
v ass in terms of equipment and

uality oftraining.”

According to the Deputy Rec-
tor ofthe school, Engineer Henry
Toluhi, who stood in for the Rec-
tor, Captain Adebayo Araba, at
the document signing ceremony,
“Bristow has been very supportive
to our institution.”

Out of about 200 students
currently undergoing engineer-
ing and flight training in NCAT,
Toluhi said up to 50 ofthem are
fully sponsored by Bristow Group.

Managing Director of Bristow
Group, Nigeria, Captain Akin Oni
said, “What we are doing may be
described as Corporate Social
Responsibility (CSR) because we
are giving back to the community;
but forus, itismore than CSR. We
will like to develop this school so
that very soon, there would not
be aneed to train pilots and engi-
neers abroad. The aviationindus-
try also has something to gain,
too: a lot will be saved when we
dont have to send anyone over-
seas for training and re-training.”
The agreement takes offimmedi-
ately.

J idldl

We are dedicated
to the growth of
institution,”
said Chiles. “That
Iswhy we will
constantly make
considerable con-
tributions towards
making itworld
class in terms of
equipment and
quality oftraining.
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ENGINEER Manshop Christopher explains the workings of the Flight Maintenance Department to Mr. Williams Chiles, President
and CEO of Bristow Helicopters worldwide (4th right), while Captain Akin Oni (3rd right), Managing Director, Bristow Helicop-

ters, Nigeria and others observe after the official signing of the Mutual Cooperation Agreement between NCAT and Bristow for
Bristow to provide sustained technical and personnel support to the college... in Zaria.

FCT Customslrakes In N971minQ1

By Yunus Abdulhamid

AS part of efforts to meet the
2010 revenue target set for the
Command, the Federal Capital
Territory [FCT] Area Command
of the Nigeria Customs Service
has generated N971, 090,965.87
for the first quarter 0f 2010. This
is against N284, 561, 125.94 it
collected in the corresponding
period of 2009. This shows a dif-
ference of N687 million in the
same corresponding quarter in
2009 which represent 241% over
the collection 0f2009.

A statement issued by the
command said in March alone, a
total ofN414 million was gener-
ated asagainst N 188 million in the
corresponding month 0f2009.

Similarly, the Command
generated N297 million in Janu-

ary 2010 and N|60 million in
the month of February 2010 as
against N13 millicm and N82 mil-
lion in the month|bf January and
February, 2009 respectively:

The statement which was
signed by Public Relations
Officer of the dbmmand Eke
Chukwuma, quoted the Com-
mandsboss, Comptroller Usman
Kankara Bello to have com-
mended officers and men ofthe
Command, who contributed to
the achievementand urged them
notto relent until the 2010 target
is achieved and surpassed.

Also, the Customs Boss called
on Customs Licence Agents,
operating in the Command to
always ensure due process in
the processing ofdocuments in
clearing their imported goods in
the Command.

VJi

35,000 households to benefitfrom improved legumes

From Rugayyah YusufAliyu, Kano

AT least 35,000 households in Kano
and Kaduna States will benefit from
legumes yield improvement pro-
gramme initiated by the Bellinda
and Bill Gate foundation with col-
laboration with the International
Institute of Tropical Agriculture
(IITA). The project is tided, N2Af-
ricaprojectin Nigeria.

The project leader Dr Ken
Dashiell said this at the official
launching ofthe projectat the IITA
field office yesterday in Kano. He
said the project will be carried out
in six other African countries.

Dashiell said the objective of
the project is to increase yield of
soya bean, groundnut and cow-
pea through an advanced nitrogen
fixation technique where the plants

can produce additional nitrogen
through the pods on their roots
to boostyield. He further said the
projectwhich will be implemented
within fouryears will also improve
family incomes through enhanced
besteconomic practices in agricul-
ture. He said the project will reach
grassroots farmers through agri-
culture extension workerswho will
be trained on the technique along-

side anumber offahners.

Also speaking, the Coordina-
tor of the project in West Africa,
Dr Abdullahi Bala said the project
will be implemented in Giwa,
Igabi, Kachia, Sabo and Zangon
Kataf local government areas of
Kaduna State while Bichi, Bunkure,
Dawakin Kudu, Garko, Warawa
and Wudil Local government areas
would be covered in Kano State.

Arewa youths fault comment on NNPC GMD

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

THE ArewaYouth Forum (AYF) has condemned
astatementcredited to the Niger-Deltarenaissance
group kicking against the appointment of Alhaji
Shehu Ladan as the Group Managing Director of

NNPC. Addressing newsmen, the President of
the forum, Ibrahim Gambo Gunjungu said the
appointment ofAlhaji Ladan by the Acting Presi-
dent was based on his outstanding and credible
performances while he was the Group Executive,
Director, Commercial and Investment ofthe cor-

poration. Ibrahim said it was unfortunate that at
atryingmomentlikethis “when our great nations
is try to meet up with global challenges, yet some
peoplewith myopic thinking are atthe forefrontof
bringing sectionalism and tribalism in the scheme
ofaffairs.
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Chinese electronic tycoon ontrial

HUANG Guangyu

A tycoon who only recently topped Chinas rich list has gone
on trial on charges ofinsider trading and bribery.

Huang Guangyu - the founder of China’s second larg-
estchain ofelectronics stores - has been in detention since
January last year.

Huang Guangyubuiltabilliondollarbusiness from almost
nothing, after dropping out of school and starting a market
stall nearly 30 years ago.

His business grew into a chain of more than 1,300 stores
across China.

The BBC5ChrisHoggin Shanghai says canny investments
in property helped Mr Huangbuild a fortune estimated to be
between $2.7bn (£1.72bn) and $6.3bn atthe time ofhis arrest

In 2008 he topped the Hurun Reports Chinarich list A
fewmonths later he was arrested.

The 40-year-old has been in detention ever since, charged
with illegal business practices, insider trading and bribery,
the official Xinhua news agency quoted a court statement as

BUSINESS

saying.

Heissuspected ofmanipulating sharetrading fortwo listed
companies - Sanlian Commercial Co and Beijing Centergate
Technologies Co, Xinhua reported.

His wife, Lisa Du Juan, and the former chairman of a
Huang-controlled property developing company, Xu Zhong-
min, are also on trial with him in Beijing.

Accordingto state mediareports, governmentofficialsand
police have also been implicated in the case.

Gome Appliances Co, a mainland subsidiary ofthe firm
Mr Huang founded, is also accused ofcorporate bribery.

He stepped down as Gome3’ chairman last year, but is still
its largest shareholder.

Thetrial,whichisnotopento the media, isexpected to last
three days. Our correspondent says it will be watched closely
by the business community in Beijing.

The case will be the highest profile yet involving an entre-
preneurin China BBC

A new world economy

Robert B. Zoellick

IF 1989 saw the end of the
“Second World” with Com-
munisms demise, then 2009
saw the end of what was
known asthe “Third World™:
We are now in a new, fast-
evolving multipolar world
economy - where North and
South, Eastand West are now
pointson acompass, noteco-
nomic destinies.

Poverty remains and
must be addressed. Failed
states remain and must be
addressed. Global challenges
are intensifying and mustbe
addressed. Butthe mannerin
which we must address these
issues is shifting. The out-
dated categorisations of First
and ThirdWorlds, donorand
supplicant, leaderand led, no
longerfit

Today, we already see
the strains in multilateral-
ism. The Doha World Trade
Organization round and
the climate change talks in
Copenhagen revealed how
hard itwillbe to share mutual
benefits and responsibili-
ties between developed and
developing countries. And
this will be the case for a host
ofotherlooming challenges:
water, diseases; migration;
demographics; and fragile
and post-conflict states.

Itisno longer possible to
solve big international issues
without developing country
buy-in. Butin discoveringa
new forum in the G-20, we
cant impose a new, inflex-
ible hierarchy. Nor can we

address this changing world
through the prism of the
old G-7; developed country
interests, even if well-inten-
tioned, cannot represent the
perspective of the emerging
economies.

But modernizing mul-
tilateralism isnt all about
developed countries learning
to adaptto the needs ofrising
powers. With power comes
responsibility Developing
countries need to recognize
that they are now part ofthe
global architecture and have
an interest in healthy multi-
lateralism.

We cannotafford geo-pol-
iticsas usual. A “New Geopol-
iticsofMultipolar Economy”
needs to share responsibility
while recognizing different
perspectives and circum-
stances, so as to build mutual
interests.

Financial reform: of
course we need better finan-
cial regulation. But beware
unintended consequences
like financial protectionism.
Regulations agreed in Brus-
sels, London, Paris or Wash-
ington might work for big
banks but could choke off
economic opportunity and
growth in developing coun-
tries. Wall Street has exposed
the dangers offinancial reck-
lessness, and we need to take
heed and serious actions. But
financial innovation, when
used and supervised pru-
dently, has brought efficiency
gains and protected against
risk, including for develop-
ment. A G-7 populist prism

can undercut opportunities
forbillions.

Climate change: it can be
linked to development and
win support from develop-
ing countries for low car-
bon growth - but not ifitis
imposed as a straitjacket.
Developing countries need
support and finance to invest
in cleaner growth paths. 1.6
billion people lack access to
electricity. While we must
take careofthe environment,
we cannot consign African
children to homework by
candlelight or deny African
workers manufacturing jobs.
The challenge is to support
transitions to cleaner energy
without sacrificing access,
productivity, and growth that
canpullhundreds ofmillions
outofpoverty.

Crisisresponse:inaworld
in transition, the danger is
that developed countries
focus on summits for finan-
cial systems, or concentrate
on the mismanagement of
developed countries such as
Greece. Developing coun-
tries need summits for the
poor. Hearing the develop-
ing country perspective is
no longer just a matter of
charity or solidarity: Itisself-
interest These developing
countries are now sources
of growth and importers of
capital goods and developed
countries’ services. Devel-
oping countries do not just
want to discuss high debt in
developed countries; they
want to focus on productive
investmentsin infrastructure

and early childhood devel-
opment. They want to free
markets to createjobs, higher
productivity, and growth.
This new world requires
multilateral institutions that
arefast flexible,and account-
able, that can give voice to the
voiceless with resources at
the ready. The World Bank
Group must reform to help
play this role. And it must
do so continually at an ever
quicker pace. This is why
we have launched the most
comprehensive reforms
in the institution’ history,
including boosting develop-
ing country voting rights and
representation. Yetproblems
need resources to fix them.
The World Bank needs more
resourcesto supportrenewed

growth and to make a mod-
ernized multilateralism work
in this new multipolar world
economy. Should the recov-
ery falter, we would have to
stand on the sidelines. This is
why the World Bank is seek-
ing its first capital increase in
more than 20 years.

In the new multipolar
global economy, most gov-
ernmental authority will still
reside with nation-states. But
many decisions and sources
of influence flow around,
through, and beyond govern-
ments. Modem multilateral-
ism must bring in new play-
ers,build cooperationamong
actors old and new, and har-
nessglobal and regional insti-
tutionsto helpaddress threats
and seize opportunities that

WORLD Bank President Robert Zoellick.

Russia raises $5.5bn first Eurobond

surpass the capacitiesofindi-
vidual states.

Modem multilateralism
will not be a hierarchical sys-
tem but look more like the
global sprawl of the Inter-
net interconnecting more
and more countries, compa-
nies, individuals, and NGOs
through a flexible network
Legitimate and effectivemul-
tilateral institutions, such as
the World Bank Group, can
form an interconnecting
tissue, reaching across the
skeletal architecture of this
dynamic, multipolar system.
We must support the rise of
multiple poles ofgrowth that
can benefitalL

Robert B. Zoellick is the
President of the World Batik
Group

RUSSIAhas raised $5.5bn (4bn euros; £3.5bn) in its first inter-
national debt sale since it defaulted in 1998. Initial reports said
that demand for the Eurobond was five times over-subscribed
despite investors’ growing caution about government fund-
raising.

The Eurobond was split between a $2bn issue repayable in
five years, and $3.5bn in ten years. “The placement is rather a

success,”said Nikolay Podguzov, analystat Renaissance Capital

in Moscow.

Reports said that the 5-year tranche was priced at 125
percentage points above US Treasury bonds, and the 10-year
tranche priced at 135points above.

Final pricing was expected yesterday, and it is possible
that Russia could raise more than $5.5bn. Demand for the
Eurobond was high as some investors believe economic

growth in Russia could now be stronger than elsewhere in

Europe and the US.

Russian Finance Minister Alexei Kudrin has saijJ that the
growth ofthe country’total economic output, as measured
by gross domestic product (GDP), might reach 4 percent this
year, more than the initial official forecast of3.1 percent

The success of the fund-raising is seen as another step
towards re-building investors’ confidence in Russia since it

defaulted on $40bn ofdebts 12 years ago. BBC
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Kenyan flowerfarmers
fight to overcomeash cloud

AS flights resume in Europe, Kenyas vital flower industry is
racing to make up for the $10 million loss when tonnes of
roses wilted or were destroyed while aircraft were grounded,
a flower growers’body said.

During the worst ofthe ban Kenya’ horticulture industry
-ofwhich flowers make up most - was losing $3 million a day,
the country s association ofexporters said.

Key European markets were out ofreach and the industry
ground to ahalt, workers were senthomeand flowers dumped.

“Floriculture alone has lost an estimated $10 million,” the
KenyaFlower Council (KFC) said in a statement late Wednesday.

KFC Chief Executive Jane Ngige said European markets
had felt the weight of shrinking supply with supermarkets
reporting empty shelves.

“We shall get out of the crisis,” Ngige said, adding she

hoped exports would stabilise by the end ofthe week.

“We have not stopped harvesting and getting produce
ready to go to the markets and as soon as full haul returns, it
will be business as usual,” she said.

“KLM, Martinairand Kenya Airways have resumed flights
and ferried an estimated 700 tonnes of produce,” she said.

m The alternative routes pursued by the industry —includ-
ing through Spain with onward transportby road and access-
ing U.S. markets through South Africa -- slowed delivery and
pushed Costs up almost 60 percent, KFC said.

Horticulture exports are the leading hard currency earner
in east Africa’ largest economy, raking in 71.6 billion Kenya
shillings last year. The sector provides thousands ofjobs in a
countrywith ahigh unemploymentrate. Flowers accounted for
morethan halfofhorticulture exportearnings in 2009. (Reuters)

S/Africa central bank committed to low inflation

THE South African Reserve Bank is committed to promoting
financial stabilityand maintaining low inflation, itschiefecono-
mist Monde Mnyande said yesterday.

“An environment of financial stability and low inflation
reduces the uncertainty and inflation premia built into inter-
est rates. Italso counters volatility and brings down the level of

Anglo Platinum's output
falls by 3%

ANGLO Platinum, the worlds No. 1producer ofthe precious
metal, said yesterday first-quarter output fell 3 percent from a
year ago after the group closed some shafts.

Anglo Platinum (Angloplat), majority-owned by Anglo
American Pic, reiterated that it would produce 2.5 million
ounces ofthe metal this year, and was in a position to produce
extraounces should demand for platinum rise.

Angloplat, which supplies close to halfofthe worlds plati- .

num, said it expected platinum to be in deficit in 2010 due to
a significant rise in demand, and forecast an average price of
$1,500 per ounce during the year.

The metal is mostly used in making catalytic converters to
cut pollutants from motor vehicle exhausts and in jewellery.

“Jewellery demand might well be lower in 2010 as inven-
tory levelsinthesupplychain appearto be adequate, butoverall
demand forplatinum isexpectedto increase significantly due to
substantial industrial and autocatalyst restocking,”the company
said in a statement

Angloplatsaid ithad kept its costs largely flatat 11,099 rand
per platinum ounce. (Reuters)

nominal interest rates,” he told a banking meeting.

Mnyande, who isalso advisor to SARB Governor Gill Mar-
cus, said output growth was expected to remain below poten-
tial for both 2010 and 2011, but investors should not read too
much into a weak reading ofa single indicator, such as retail
sales. (Reuters)
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China blames Nigerians for
importation of fake goods

CHINA on Wednesday denied that it flooded Nigerian markets
with sub-standard products.

The Chinese Consul-General in Lagos, Mr Guo Kun, told
journaliststhat Nigerian entrepreneurs should be blamed for the
importation ofsuch products into the country.

He spoke while receiving members ofthe Chinese People’
Association for Friendship with Foreign Countries (CPAFFC).

“Some Nigerian entrepreneursand businessmen are respon-
sible forthe importation offakeand sub-standard products into
Nigerian markets.

“Nigeriaand China have established cordial relations and
it will be diplomatically wrong for us to flood Nigeria markets
with such products,” Guo said.

Guo, who expressed the Chinese government3 dissatisfac-
tion with the situation, said it was eager to enforce the neces-
sary laws to check production and exportation ofsub-standard
goods. He alleged that some unscrupulous Nigerian entrepre-
neurs had colludedwith Chinese companies in theirbid to make
fast money.

The official promised that the Chinese government would
soon begin enlightening its entrepreneurs on the need to pro-
duce standard products for other countries.

“We need to strengthen the bilateral relations that had
existed between both countries and effort must be made to
ensure free flow ofquality goods between China and the rest of
the world,” Guoadded (NAN)

UK borrowing hits record
£163.4bn

GOVERNMENT borrowing hitarecord high of£163.4bn this
year, official figures have shown. The borrowing figure for the
2009-10 financial year is lower than the £166.5bn predicted by
Chancellor Alistair Darling in Aprils Budget.

Including financial intervention measures, borrowing totalled
£152.8bn - lower than the £155.9bn forecast It is the biggest
annual borrowing figure fora UK government in peacetime.

A further £23.5bn wasborrowed in March, the figures from
the Office for National Statistics (ONS) showed. Borrowing
in March is typically high as civil servants seek to spend the
remainder oftheir annual budgets.

Total governmentdebtnow stands at £890bn -equivalentto
62 percentofGDP. The £163.4bnborrowed isequivalentto 11.6
percent of GDP. Although the annual figure came in below the
Budget prediction, City analysts reacted cautiously.

“The big picture is that this is still the biggest budget deficit
since the Second World War,” said Jonathan Loynes, econo-
mist at Capital Economics. With all parties’ fiscal plans based
on extremely optimistic economic assumptions and unspeci-
fied spending cuts, a further sizeable fiscal squeeze will still be
needed after the election, whoever is in charge.”

Borrowing came in lower than expected partly as a result
ofa 3.8 percentincrease in tax income in March. Income from
VAT also rose following the return to the 17.5percent rateatthe
start ofthe year, and corporation tax receipts were up by more
than 50 percent. BBC
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40.00
20.70
0.60
63.83
1.66
7.94
0.52
22.05
0.87
12.13
0.00
3.79
0.00
116
0.88
3.65
0.00
24.11
1991
8.74
4.16
ncn
6.00
0.00
0.00
8.15
19.25
1.90
9.01
3.06
3.50
0.00
16.59

0.00
0.90
2.98
19.00
173.25
0.52
8.70
1050
3.13
0.75
1.90
0.00
17
64.97
0.00
0.69
0.00
0.50
0.00
314.00
133
123.07
0.00
1,99
0.00
0.86
1.52
3.45
0.00
8.62
4.62
0.00
4.28
0.50
7.89
0.50
1.00
0.57
2.47
0.00
0.53
55.50
16.45
6.10
0.00
1.09
0.00
0.50
0.00
7.00
0.00
0.94
0.00
15.66

Friday, April 23, 2010

Low
45.17
1.10
10.03
2.74
0.00
1.62
4.69
40.00
20.41
0.60
63.80
1.66
7.94
0.50
21.00
0.83
12.13
0.00
3.75
0.00
1.06
0.81
3.50
0.00
23.31
18.98
8.08
4.16
0.50
5.80
0.00
0.00
8.10
19.01
181
8.56
2.95
342
0.00
15.83
0.63
0.00
0.83
2.83
18.45
169.20
0.50
8.50
10.01
2.85
0.70
181
0.00
171
58.79
0.00
0.63
0.00
0.50
0.00
314.00
133
119.00
0.00
1.84
0.00
0.86
1.45
345
0.00
7,80
4.40
0.00
4.20
0.50
7.52
0.50
0.97
0.57
2.35
0.00
0.50
53.22
15.20
5.95
0.00
1.00
0.00
0.50
0.00
6.56
0.00
0.90
000
15.53

Price Change Deals
45,17 2.15 28
1.10 0.05 un
10.03 -0.52 188
2.74 1-0.14 45
0.50 0.00 RSHMBHHHBII
1.64 -0.06 154
4.69 0.22 wmmmmm
40.00 -2.00 93
20,4— | *1.07 139
0.60 -0.03 54
63.80 -0.02 52
1.66 0.07 20
7.94 0.37 55
0.52 0.02 23
22.01 -0.06 64
0.83 -0.04
12.13 -0.63 8
69.79 0.00 7
3.75 -0.04 24
53.47 0.00 57
1,06 -0.05 27
0.82 0.02 22
3.60 0.10 26
3.76 0.00 6
530
18.98 0.01 147
851 mn 0.01 185
4.16 0.19 7
050 '91 0.00 25 1mmmmmmm
5.80 -0.20 61
47.70 ;1] 0.00 1—
0.50 0.00 4
8.15 0.00 U
19.25 0.25 45
1.81 -0.09 25
9.00 0.00 105
2.99 [ | -0,09 151
3.43 -0.17 44
050 000 4
16.59 . . 0.79 1093
063 sm|iHH Tamm 57
27.00 0.00
0.90 0.04 JU%
2.98 0.03- 36
s js m -0.07 786
173.25 8.25 118
052 0.02 24
8.50 -0.14 72
10-11 -0.39 112
2.86 -0.13 26
0.00 74
semEml111 0.07 89
120 0.00 2
171 -0.08 109
58.79 -3.09 131
9.28 0.00 2
0.69 0.03 38
3.85 0.00 1
0.50 0.00 27
2.96 0.00 21
314.00 13.89 50
1.33 0.06 24
123,07 5.86 256
0.77 0.00 2
1.99 0.09 168
21.62 0.00 2
0.86 0.04 23
1.45 -0.07 140
3.45 -0.18 2
13.40 0.00 2
7.80 -0.41 27
4.40 -0.21 1
31.94 0.00 47
4.28 -0.14 45
050 0.00 3
7.52 -0.39 156
0.50 0,00 5
0.97 0.00 12
057 -0.02 18
2.35 -0.12 89
185-87 0.00 41
0.53 0.02 4
53*22 -2.78 éﬁq
15.20 -0.80 467
6.00 -0.02 189
491 0.00 3
1.09 0.04 42
0.60 0.00 1
0.50 0.00 3
15.03 0.00 1
7.00 0.10 30
44.50 0.00 21
0.90 0.00 17
1.10 0.00 37
1561 H MMM -0.06 399
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Nigerian Stock Exchange
(Source: APT Securities)
Thursday, April 22,2010

Volume Traded
928,402
301,265
11.432,008
1,979,149
4,717
13551,603
81.379
676,305
3,422.185
21,878,818
1,336,466
335,357
180,543
2,760,896
1,360,257
3,012,494

um§216,767 —

3,586
35,485,180 .
305,194
5,175,776
3,826,233
4,742,425
87,200
4,819,937
3,748,102

129869

1%015;100
552,312
2,000
43,000
619421
3,574,393
454,540
3,136,740
6,446,432
1,822,635
19,000
43,130 464
8,330,709
78,526
10,588.941 Is
2,103,910
25,221,580
2,006,385
6,695,336
1,317,740
2,781,234
1,155,474
10,367,103 H
4,316,990
1,500
2,440,135
4,038,278
1,800
4,041,355
1,000
3,572,000
178,327
142,743
1,861,776
1,606.245
65,000
10,341.417
671
1.462,850
12,582,846
56,500

152
2,380,767
243,919
193,790
1,628,267
150,000
17,180,296
240,000
255,445
2,639,914
3,737,586
280.361
2,392,030
3,029,067
31,806,845
8,1495216
7,735

HBK2,174,73HiHI

31,000

Em p 19998 wm m
2,094

350,335

55,380

422,256
359,163
41,477,990 H

Value

Al aiK Qonnfi
331,391.50
115,641,664.00
5,454,93150
.2,358.50
22034804.00
381.667.50
27,133,74800
70,197,744.00
13,127,291.00
8530674400
549,897.88
1,404,329.12
1,403,896.88
29,135130800
2,512,645.50
2,629,383.75
262,746.22
134,455,600.00

VB

3,202,329.00
16,706,024.00
343,568.00
113,630,616.00
7234576.00
96,488872.00
540,255.06
507,550.00
3,285,48925
9064000
21,500.00

6831360000
840,787.00
28044,41200
19,447,888.00
6,286,019.00
9,500.00
710,554 944 00
5,250,459.00
2,035,674.75
9,122751.00
6,149,566.00
474,410,944.00
341,026,848.00
3,423,121.25
11350364.00
28,216,96400
3,326,205.00
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1,710.00
4,172,630.75
256,625.408.00
15,876.00
2,645,287.75
3,850.00
1,786,000.00
552,813.69
44,566,692.00
2,476,162.00
196,429,280.00
48,100.00
20,212,630.00
13,782.34
1,258,051.00
18,516,698.00
194,925.00
1,934.96
20,048,53400
1,097,939.62
5,917,128.00
6,868,170.50
75,000.00
129,738,368.00
120,000.00
252,685.44
1,504,751.00
8,828,565.00
53,83786800
1,235,177.50
166,138,656.00
501,476,736.00
49035,43200
36,122.45
2,242,076.75
18,600.00
59,999.00
29,902.32
2,333,747.75
2,351,266.00
388,096.22
384,138.09
645,360,832.00
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BORNO STATE GOVERNMENT
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, BORNO STATE

INVITATION FOR TENDERS FOR THE PROCUREMENT OF NEW REFUSE COMPACT (SINOTRUK1

The Bomo State Ministry for Environment hereby invites tenders from suitably Qualified contractors/supplier for
submission of qualification documents for the procurement of the underlisted:-

a) REFUSE COMPACTWITH THE FOLLOWING SPECIFICATIONS

ENGINE

CLUTCH

TRANSMISSION

PROPELLER SHAFT

FRONT AXLE

REAR AXLE

CHASSIS

STEERING

BRAKES

WHEELS &TYRES

ELECTRICS

DIMENSION INmm

WEIGHT in kg

Meke: Statute

Diesel: 4 stroke injection diesel engine

Engine Model; WD615.87. Euro II, Emission standard
6-cylincter in line with water cooling, turbo-charging and interceding
Maximum output 290 hp(213KYV} at 2200 rpm, option 196kw
2200rpm .
Maximumtorgue: 1160 Nm at 1300*1800rpm

Nurmber of cylinder: 8

Displacement: 9.726 L

Bore: 126mm

Stroke: 130mm

Compressor ratio: 2S.8 hp/I

Specific fuel consumption: 198gJKWh

Engine ail fiing quantity: 191

Cooling systemfilling quantity (long-termfillingj; 40L
Thermostat with 71€C opening begin

Sngle cylinder air compressor

Rigid tan

Single-plate cail -spring clutch, diameter 420mm, hydrautically
operating with air assistance.

ZF transmission, model ZXF 55 -150GP. Synchromesh, 9 toward &
1reverse Ration: 13.04 8.486.04 4.39 3.3432.471.76 1.28 1.00
11.77 (R)

Double u niversal joint propeller shaft with gear
flange

-shaped coupling

Steering with double T-class section beam

Pressed axle housing central single reduction with hub reduction and
with differential locks between wheel and axles

Frame: U-profile parallel ladder frame with section af 300X80X8mm,
all cold riveted cross members

Front suspension: 9 semi -eiptic leaf spring with hydraulic telescope
double-action shock absorbers and stabilizers

Rear suspension: 12 leaf semi eiptic spring with bogie spring

Spare wheel earner, with one spare wheel

Fuel tank; 200 litre capacity, with locking fuel cap

ZF8098, hydraulic steering with power assistance
Ratio: 22.26:1

Service brake: dual circuit compressed air brake

Parking brake (emergency brake): spring energy, compressed air
operating on rear wheels

Auxiliary brake: engine exhaust brake

Option; ABS

Rime: 8.5-20,10 hole steel
Tyres: 12.00-20 tube
Option 12R20 tube, 12,00-24 tube, 12R22.5 tubetess

Operating voltage: 24 V, negative grounded

Starter: 24 V. 7.5 Kw

Alternator 3-phase, 28V, 1500w

Batteries; 2X12 V, 165Ah

Cigar-lighter hem, headlamps, fog lights, indicators and reverse light

Wheelbase 3800+1350
Front wheel track 2022

Rear wheel track 1830

Front overhang 1500

Rear overhang 1859
Approach angle ft 19
Departure angle H 24

Overall dimension (L xWxH mm)  9695x2500x3290
Dead weight 14870
Rated loading capacity a* fithwheel 10130
Gross vehicle weight 25000

Maximum driving speed  (km/h) 75

Maximum driving speed  (km/h) 75
Maximum gradeabity {%6) 40
PERFORMANCE Maximum ground clearance (mm) 298
Minimum turning circle\m) 154
Fuel consumption {1/100km) 28
Volume of body (m3) 20
BODY Vbitime of filter (m3) 25
Time of one filling cycle (s) S25
Lifting: time offiller (s) 8-10
Time of discharge (s) S45
Pressure of fluid system (Mpa) 20
Front/rear sewage capacity (L) 250+150
Max compression force (kg) 35000

b) TENDER DOCUMENTS
y-

The tender documents will be available for collection
by all interested Contractors/Suppliers upon the payment of
non-refundable fee of N30,000.00 per set with effect from
Wednesday 214 April, 2010 in the office of the Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of Environment, Musa Usman
Secretariat, Maiduguri.

All completed tender documents should be
accompanied with the following requirements:-

1 Evidence of Registration and Incorporation by the
Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) or Borno
State Ministry of Commerce.

2. Evidence of registration with Borno State
Government as a contractor or supplier.

3. Evidence or Tax Clearance certificate for the last
three (3) years

4. Evidence of Financial Capability *

5. Company Profile

6 Experience.

TENDER CLOSING DATE

The closing date for the submission of all tender documents
has been fixed for Wednesday 28* April, 2010 by 10:00am
prompt

TENDER OPENING

All Contractors/Suppliers that have submitted their bidding
documents should come for the opening at the office of the
Permanent Secretary on Wednesday 28* April, 2010 by
2:00pm prompt.

Signed
Engr. Baba Sanda
Permanent Secretary
Ministry for Environment
Bomo State
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Danger of IPod
decibels that
match ajet
engine

YOUNG people are putting their health at risk by listening to music at
the same volume as jet engine noise, an experthas warned.

Playing MP3 players such as iPods at high volumes and using ear-
phones that fit into the ear canal could lead to loss of hearing, it is
claimed.

Professor Peter Rabinowitz, from Yale University School of Medi-
cine, said some players generate volumes in the ear in excess of 120
decibels, which is similar in intensity to a jet engine’and louder than
a pneumatic drill.

His warning comes after the European Commission claimed up to
10 per cent 0f30-year-olds would have to wear a hearing device within
the next decade because they.listen to music too loudly through head-
phones.

Surveys have shown that more than 90 per cent ofyoung people in
Europe and the US. used them, often for several hours a day at maxi-
mum volume.

The professor, writing online in the British Medical Journal, said:
‘Concern is growing that children and young adults are developing
noise-induced hearing loss as a result of over-exposure to amplified
music.

Aswith mobile phones, the use ofpersonal music players has grown
faster than our ability to assess their potential health consequences.’

He said several small studies had found young people had worse
hearing ifthey listened to music players.

Popular brain training games'do not
make users any smarter’

THE findings show that on a range of tests, the volunteers did
no better than a control group who simply surfed the internet

POPULAR brain training games
played by millions every day do
not make users any smarter, sci-
entists claim.

In the largest experiment ofits
kind they showed that the games,
found on machines like the Nin-
tendo DS, did not improve mem-
ory orahostofother mental skills.

Although volunteers achieved
higher scores over time, that was
simply because of practice the sci-
entists say.

But there was no evidence that
the ‘brain training’ had had any

effect on a setof “benchmarking”

tests they took before and after the
experiment.

More than 11,000 people
used the games for six weeks as
part ofa nationwide experiment
fora BBC television programme.

The findings, published in
the respected journal Nature,
show that on a range oftests, the
volunteers did no better than a
control group who had spent a
similar amount of time simply
surfing the internet.

Dr Adrian Owen, assistant
director of Medical Research
Councils Cognition and Brain
Sciences Unit in Cambridge,
who led the study, said: “The
results are clear.

“Statistically, there are no
significant differences between
the improvements seen in par-
ticipants who played our brain
training games, and those who
just went on the internet for the
same length oftime.”

Scans taken of some of the
volunteers also show that the
training had no effect on the
make-up ofthe brain.

DrOwen added: “The brain
trainers got better at the things
that they were doing, but the
holy grail of brain training is
that it has some genuine effect
on mental ability or intelli-
gence and that we showed was
that was categorically not the
case.”

While most of the volun-
teers completed around 25 ses-
sions over the six weeks, some
did more than 200 and still saw
no effect from the training, he
added. Despite the short space
oftime over which the experi-
mentwas conducted, Dr Owen
insisted that ifthere had been
any effect it would have been
uncovered by the study.

However, experts said that
it was still open to question
whether the games helped to
maintain mental skills as peo-
ple aged, reducing the decline
often associated with getting
older.

The findings show that

the games did not enhance ‘brain
power’ - that is memory, concen-
tration, planning skills or the ability
to solve problems.

‘Brain training’ is a multi-mil-
lion industry, and more than 100
million Nintendo brain training
games, advertised by Nicole Kid-
man, have been sold across the
world.

Millions more keep their brain
active on a daily basis through puz-
zles and crosswords.

But researchers say that, until
now, there has been too little hard
evidence on whether the games
actually work

The findings of the experiment
will be shown on a special pro-
gramme of Bang Goes The Theory
on BBC One tonight.

In total 11,430 volunteers up to
the age of 60 trained for at least 10
minutes three times a week using
games created by the research team
specifically designed tomimic those
commercially available.

Culled from telegraph.co.uk
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Sign Language

Hesh Food. Don't worry, he
means FRESH.

Photo location: Tokyo, Japan.

Culled from telegraph.co.uk

DIAGRAMLESS

ACROSS 23. Yuccalike DOWN 18. Greek trio of
1. Open-handed . “Who cares!” myth
24. Until: 2 wds. 19. Dark: poetic
5. Bra\_/e guy 28. Bumpy 2. genant’st 21, Used a loom
6. Billiard frame 30. Laugh heartily 0, cumen 2 23. Transmit
7. "Tooted (a horn) 31. Salty quuids ” i 25 CatX|5W| ﬂ]Tid
11. Lake some 32. Throw (dice 4. Slow-moving 26. Chat
eyebrows ) (dice) 7. Shiny metal ’ o
12. Heckles* 33. Weakened 8. Swan song: 27. Paris airport
13. Tribute 34. White and 2 wds. 28. Dorothy;
16. Grating powdery 9. Spot to Em -
as a voice 36. Baldwin 10. Child’s query 81 Hay bundle
17. Skater Heiden . i 11. Bidding area: 33. Funny_person
18. Belligerent ~ 57- Twilled silk -2 wds. 34. Canadan
20. Private or 39. fR_Ilchard of 13. Thyme or basil ndaians
corporal |m_s 14. Ofthe mouth 35. Shrill woman
21. Ohio River 40. Affirm 15. Old Hebrew 37. Ginza drink
tributary 41. Rwitw 38. Eye layer
22. Tattle 42. Uncomplicated 16. Iranian coin

SOLUTION TO DIAGRAMLESS

DAI LY TRUST Friday, April 23, 2010

SUDOKU

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"given'- these are there to start you off. The aim is
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region must contain just one instance of each
number, 1-9.
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Howdid three people survive this?

..The wreckage
of a Russian

cargo plane
torn In two

after bursting

Into flames

[ ] |

mid-air
hreds oftwisted, molten
metal lie scattered over
what was a peaceful
Filipino rice field, now a
scene oftragedy.

These are the remains of a
Russian cargo plane that burst
into flame mid-air after an elec-
trical fire. The desperate pilots
attempted an emergency landing
that ended up tearing the plane
into pieces after it exploded on
impact.

Three ofthe six crew on board
died - but, miraculously, the other
three survived the crash.

The Russian-made
Antonov-12 aircraft was flying
from Mactan in the central Philip-
pines and crashed late Wednesday
in the field about 22 miles south
of Clark airport, the former U.S.
air base near Manila, said Alfonso
Cusi, director-general ofthe Civil
Aviation Authority ofthe Philip-
pines.

gefighters struggled into
the night to put out the
lames that engulfed the air-

THE propellers of the plane appear to be completely embedded into the ground from the force
ofthe impact

lem, and a fire broke out inside
the plane,” Cusi told The Associ-
ated Press.

‘Their communication signal
suddenly got garbled then the
plane disappeared in the radar.’

Police quoted the Russian pilot
as saying that the plane encoun-
tered electric circuittrouble about
an hour into the flight, and a fire
that broke out forced him to make
an emergency landing on the
open field.

The plane was chartered by
shipping company UPS Inc. from
its owner, Interisland Airlines of
the Philippines, police said. THE wreckage of a Russian cargo plane torn into pieces after it exploded during a crash landing ina
ricefield inthe Phillipnes.Three ofthe six crew on board died inthe crash, the other three survived

craft after it exploded on impact,

ripping the plane into two sec-
tions, said police Chief Inspector
Carlito Fabro.

Villagers managed to rescue
three crew members - two Rus-
sians and an Uzbek, who suffered
bruises and were broughtto ahos-
pital in nearby Mexico township,
police said.

Three other crew were found
dead near the cockpit, Cusi said,
adding investigators were trying
to identify the burned bodies. A
police report said they included
two Russian ground engineers
and a Bulgarian.

‘They had a technical prob-

LOCAL residents gather around the crash area.The three who survived the crash were pulled from the wreckage by locals who had
rushed to the scene



[44

News Extra

ASH billows from the Eyjafjallajokull volcano

Iceland’s volcano a mouthful to say

n event as big as a

volcano that dis-

rupts transporta-

tion around the

globe might be
expected to have itsname added
to the English lexicon, perhaps
meaning “to cause widespread
disruption,” an English-lan-
guage monitor has said.

“People talk about a ‘Kraka-
tau,'rigfitf" said" Fauf ff Payacfc,

presidentand chiefword analyst
ofthe Global Language Monitor,
in atelephone interview. He was
referring to the 1883 eruption
of a volcano in Indonesia that
unleashed atsunami that killed
more than 34,000 people.

ayack’s Austin-Texas-
ased monitor analyzes
nd catalogues trends in

Media outlets differ on pronunciation

DAILY TRUST

Google search finds more than 2.5 million citations for the word

jallajokull, as in the Icelandic
volcano whose ash clouds have
grounded thousands of flights
worldwide?

Payack was not optimistic.
“I've never heard anybody pro-

nounce itrightyet,and I couldn’t
even cry,"tie seuif.

e name pronunciation
depends on whom you
ask. Heres how a CNN

W ire story put it in an editors’

note: “AY-yah-FYET-lah-YOH-
koot.” And this from the Chicago
Tribune: “EY-ya-fyat-lah-YOH-
kuht.”

And this from NPR: “AY-yah-
fyah-lah-YOH-kuuL”

word usage and word choicesHowever you pronounce

and theirimpacton culture, with
an emphasis on English.

“Tsunami” itself has gained
in usage since the 2004 South
Asiaevent that left 245,000 peo-
ple dead or missing across the
region, said Payack.

CC When prices collapsed eco-
nomically, the first thing
that they called it was an

economic tsunami,”” he said.
But what happens when

that volcanos name is Eyjaf-

it, its a mouthful that is really
three words in Icelandic mean-
ing island mountain glacier.

Google search finds
more than 2.5 million
citations for the word.

“There are very few words that

appear millionsoftimesin print
yet can be pronounced by so
few,” said Payack.

During the 1,400 years ofthe
English language, it has adopted
a number of proper names,

Friday, April 23,20101

including caesarean section,
named after Julius Caesar, born
through a procedure Shake-
speare described as “plucked
from his mothers womb;” the
cardigan sweater, worn by the
7th Earl of Cardigan, who also
led the Charge of the Light Bri-
gade; and “shakespearean” for
a literary masterpiece, Payack
vnoted.

ether the worlds
ore than 1.5 bil-
lion English speakers

will one day wrap their tongues

around Eyjafjallajokull is an
open question, he said.

“It depends how long the
eruption goes,” he said. “If this
thing goes on, it will undoubt-
edlybeaword, butone ofthe few
in the English dictionary thatno
English speakers can actually
pronounce.”

e press officer for Ice-
lands Ministry ofForeign
Affairswasexpectedtobe,
the final arbiter.

But, when startled out of her
slumber by a call after midnight
and asked for the pronuncia-
tion, she punted. “You will need
somebody who iswide awake for
this,” she said, then hung up the
phone.

Culledfrom cnn.com.
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THE RELIGION WITH ALLAH IS ISLAM Q3.19

In the name ofAllah the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful. All praise is due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. We testify that there is no diety worthy ofworship
except Allah, and that Muhammed (peace be upon him) is His prophet and messenger. May the benediction and blessings ofAllah be on Prophet Muhammed who
is the noblest of mankind, his household, his companions and those whofollow theirfoot steps till the day of resurrection.

ASKYOUR IMAM

Is it permissible to refer

to a particular person as a
waliy'llah (dose friend of Allah)
because of his righteousness

ALLAH has mentioned the signs by which His close
friendsorawliya’maybe known. They are: faith (eemaan)
and piety (taqwa). Allah says (interpretation ofthe mean-
ing): “No doubt! Verily, the Awliyaa’of Allah, no fear shall
comeupon them nor shall they grieve.“Those who believe,
and fear Allah much (by abstaining from evil deeds and
sins and by doing righteous deeds)”[Yoonus 10:62-63]

Butitisnot possible to be certain thata particular indi-
vidual isone ofthe awliya’of Allah, because achieving true
faith and piety are mattersofthe heart thatare hidden, and
peoplecannot find outaboutthem. Henceitispossible to
think that someone is likely to be a waliy, but it is impos-
sible to be certain.

Shaykh lbn ‘Uthaymeen (may Allah have mercy on
him) said: All Muslims should measure the deeds of
those who are claimed to be awliya’by that which is in
the Quraan and Sunnah. Ifthey are in accordance with
the Quriaan and Sunnah, then we hope thathe isoneofthe
awliya’or dose friends ofAllah, but ifthey go againstthe
Quraan and Sunnah, then he is not one of the awliya’ of
Allah. Allah has mentioned in His Book the fair standards
by which His awliya’ may be known.

Whoever is a believer and is pious isa dose friend of
Allah, and whoeveris not like that isnota close friend of
Allah. Ifhe has some faith and piety then he is a friend of
Allah tosome extent. Nevertheless we cannot be certain
about a specific person, but we say in general that every-
one who believes and is pious is a friend of Allah (waliy).
Fataawa Muhimmah, p. 83,84.

And Allah knows best.

.- VO W>(1Sjljj 1 e/< 7

Reading Soorat
al-Mulk protects one
fromthe torment ofthe
Orave

READING Surat al-Mulk protects a Muslim from the tri-
als of the grave, but how often does one have to read it?
Once aday or more? Itwas narrated from Abu Hurayrah
that the Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon
him) said: “A soorah from the Quraan containing thirty
verses will intercede for a man so that he will be forgiven. It
isthe soorah Tabaarak Alathi bi yadihi’l-mulk [i.e., Soorat
al-Mulk].” Everybody should read it every night, act in
accordance with the rulings contained in it, and believe
in the information mentioned in it.

Itwas narrated that Abd-Allah ibn Masbod said: Who-
ever reads Tabaarak allaahi bi yadihi’l-mulk [i.e., Soorat
al-Mulk] every night, Allah will protect him from the tor-
ment of the grave. At the time of the Messenger of Allah
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) we used to
call it al-maaniah (that which protects). In the Book of
Allah it is a soorah which, whoever recites it every night
has done very well.

One this basis there is the hope that whoever believes
in this soorah and reads it regularly, seeking the pleasure
of Allah, learning the lessons contained in it and acting
in accordance with the rulings contained therein, it will
intercede for him [in the Hereafter] .Fataawa al-Lajnah al-
Daa’imah, 4/334,335 And Allah knows best.
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MUSLIM First Aid workers burying a corpse

Jthe torment
ofthe grave IS
hidden from man

s the torment of the grave one of
the matters ofthe unseen or ofthe
seen world? What is the reason

spouse or relative is being punished
in the grave and he is not able to save
him, then he would be distressed and

why it is made one of the matters ofunable to relax. So this is a blessing

the unseen? Shaykh Muhammad ibn

A ‘Uthaymeen (may Allah have mercy
m”Pon him) said: The torment ofthe grave

is one of the matters of the Unseen.
How many people in these graves are
being tormented butwe do not realize
it, and how many of their neighbours
are being blessed with a door opened
for them to Paradise, but we do not
realize it? What is beneath the graves
is known only to the Knower of the
Unseen. The torment of the grave is
one ofthe matters of the unseen, and
were itnot for the revelation that came
to the Prophet (peace and blessir gs of
Allah be upon him), we would not
know anything about it. But Allah
may cause whomsoever He wills of
His slaves to see people being tor-
mented in the grave, as He caused His
Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah
be upon him) to see the two men who
were being punished, one for going
about spreading malicious gossip, and
the other for not taking precautions to
protect himselffrom urine.

The reasons why this is one ofthe
matters ofthe unseen are as follows:

1 - Allah is the Most Merciful
of those who show mercy, for if we
were to see the torment of the grave
this would make our lives a misery,
because if a person were to know
that his father or brother or son or

from Allah.

2 - It would be a scandal for the
deceased. If Allah had concealed him
and we did not know his sins, which
were a matter between him and his
Lord, then he died and Allah showed
us his torment, that would be a great
scandal for him. So concealing him
is a mercy from Allah towards the
deceased.

3 - It might become difficult to
bury the dead, as it was narrated that
the Prophet (peace and blessings of
Allah be upon him) said: “Were it not
that you would not bury one another,
I would have asked Allah to make you
hear the torment of the grave.” Nar-
rated by Muslim, 2868.

This indicates that burial might
become too difficult and people
would not do it, even though ifa per-
son deserves to be punished he will
be punished even if he is lying on the
surface ofthe earth. But people might
imagine that the torment only takes
place when the person is buried, so
they would not bury one another.

4 - If it were visible, belief in it
would serve no purpose, because it
would be visible and no one could
deny it. And this might force all peo-
ple to believe, as Allah says (interpre-
tation ofthe meaning):

“So when they saw Our punish-

All correspondences to trustislam2008@yahoo.eom Text messages to 08054 102 950 or 08059 100 241

ment, they said: We believe in Allah
Alone”

[Ghaafir 40:84]

So ifthe people saw those who had
been buried and heard their screams,
they would believe and none ofthem
would disbelieve, because he would be
certain that the tormentisreal and he
would see it with his own eyes as ifit
were happening to him.

But the wisdom of Allah is great,
and the true believer is the one who
believes with certainty what Allah tells
him more than what he sees with his
own eyes, because what Allah tells us
cannotbe subjectto confusion or lies,
but what the eyes see may be imagi-
nary. How many people have sworn
that they have seen the new crescent
moon, when it was in fact a star; how
many people have seen the new moon
and itturned out to be a white hairon
his eyebrow; how many have seen a
shadbw and said that it was a person
coming towards him, but itturned out
to be the trunk of a palm tree; how
many people have seen a stationery
object moving and a moving object
standing still. But what Allah tells us
cannotbe subject to confusion.

We ask Allah to make us steadfast,
for what Allah tells us about these
matters is stronger that what we can
see, and concealment is inthe best
interests of people. And Allah knows
best. Majmoo’Fataawaal-Shaykh Ibn
‘Uthaymeen (may Allah have mercy
on him), 2/32.
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PROP
ldidn't revoke FCT
plots-Minister

By Nasir Imam

3'i¥aS!TiTiMinifte&5arittoiiB?kM«ifricai7k 4
plot allocations as reported by some media
organisations butwould review them to ascer-
tain that they were done in tune with the laid
down guidelines.

The FCT Minister made the denial while
receiving the report ofthe 17-member Com-
mittee set-up to chart a road map for the sus-
tainable development of the Federal Capital

Territory.

The minister remarked that the FCT
M ar jflfOcTdt a'trofn'Jariuary 1, 260$ to elate'
due to outcry on the allocation ofland in the
FCT which were done without guidelines
resulting in indiscriminate allocation, mul-
tiple and in some instances triple allocation
which also negatively affected Mass Housing
Programmes.

He pointed out that a sound institutional
frameworkwouldbe entrenched in the Federal
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Capital Territory Administration that would
accerllerate developmentin all ?Ipheres.
i S >

the committee was predicated on the factthat
theadministration will continue the pursuance
of making Abuja a first class capital territory
with effective service delivery comparable to
the best in the World.

Speakingearlier, the Chairman ofthe Com-
mittee, Mr. Odesanmi Dele thanked the Min-
ister for the opportunity given them to serve
their father land.

FCT Minister, Sen. Bala Mohammed, left, with the ag. chairman, ministerial committee on charting a new road map for Abuja, Mr.
Ode Odesanmi, who led ateam to present its report to the minister on Wednesday.

Lagos to raise N57.5bn for infrastructure

From Chris Agabi, Lagos \

AT least N57.5 billion bonds will be issued
soon to the general public by the Lagos state
government, the commissioner, economic
planning and budget and chairman Lagos
economic summit groyp, Mr. Ben Akabueze
has said.

The N57.5 billion tranche is part of the
about N275 billion the state government
intends to raise to fund infrastructural devel-
opment in the state as the state journeys to a
megacity status by 2015 when its population
would hit 25 million. Lagos current popula-
tionis put at 18 million.

Akabueze said at the 5th Lagos economic

summit (Ehingbeti 2010) which started Tues-
day in Lagos that the completion board meet-
ing forthe bonds hasbeen held adding thatthe
bonds will soon be in the market.

The first tranche was two state bonds of
N50 billion each, and was oversubscribed said
the governor Batunde Raji Fashola (SAN).

Fasholawho was represented by the dep-
uty governor Princess Adebisi Sarah Sosan
said, that represented a positive indication
ofconfidence of local investors in the Lagos
economy and the government.

According to him, the enamours ofinfra-
structure to be provided in Lagos, the Lagos
megacity project, infrastructure provision,
transport, water and sanitation, among oth-

ers, Lagos represents a huge investment gold
mine.

Fashola also explained, in preparing for
the status of Africas model mega city, Lagos is
addressing poverty by creatingjobs, made the
streets safer by bringing down violent crimes
by 79 percent, improved trafficatid is making
the state cleaner.

“For an economy that is experiencing
infrastructure on such a sustained scale after
alull ofalmostthree decades, the possibilities
for growth, expansion and opportunities are
truly exciting as our road projects are being
completed, additional water supply is being
delivered and the rail project underway,” he
noted.

Ogunasks
NSCDCto
retake [and

From Kehinde Akinyemi, Abeokuta

<3 Kf slatVv~gweroor,”Oumba
Gbenga Daniel has directed
the Nigerian Security and Civil
Defence Corps (NSCDC) to retake
possession of landed property
allocated to it for the execution of
the College of Security Manage-
ment, Abeokuta.

The Commandant General of
the Corps, Dr. Ade Abolurin made
this disclosure at the recent com-
missioning ofthe College, hinting
that for the intervention of the
state governor, the Corps would
have lost the landed property.

According to Abolurin, it is
noteworthy to state that over the
weekend, on realizing that part of
the land allocated to Corps for the
execution ofthis project has been
cut-off; His Excellency immedi-
ately directed the Corps to take
possession of the initial land area
allocated to it”

He added that the governor
further directed “the Minis-
try of Lands to take note of this
development and adjust their
records accordingly. He said that
we should quickly go and do
something on the land and get it
fenced,” Abolurin disclosed as he
commended the governor for the
gesture and magnanimity,adding
that the Corps would continue to
supportthe efforts ofgovernment
aimed at delivering dividends of
democracy to the people of the
state.

The NSCDC boss also dis-
closed that the governor had
promised to assist the Corps with
the provision of facilities, that
include I.C.T centre, blocks of
classrooms, hostel facilities and
access road to the training col-
lege, “to prove to the world that
indeed, Ogn state is the Gateway
to Knowledge and to Nigeria. His
Excellency has equally promised
that these structures will be fully in
place before the end ofyear 2010.”

Meanwhile, the Commandant-
General has disclosed that as part
ofthe welfare programmes of the
state command ofthe NSCDC, the
Cooperative Society has acquired
37 acres of land at Obada Oko for
construction ofabout 150 housing
units and other facilities.

Ansar-ud-deen to raise NIOOm for mosque renovation

From Ayegba Israel Ebije, Minna

THE Niger state chapterofAnsar-ud-deen issetto raise N 100
million for the renovation ofa mosque in Minna, the chair-
man ofthe society, Alhaji Abdulrazag Olatinwo.

According to him, the fund will also be used forthe recon-
struction ofan Islamic school, adding that they are presendy
in a state of dilapidation due to many years ofneglect due to
absence of funds.

He called on the public to avail the society with funds, say-

ingthatitwouldhelp to further propagate the Islamicreligion
as people will not only have comfortable Mosque to pray in
but also have a school with requisite academic facilities for
learning.

Among dignitaries to grace the occasion, the chairman
confirmed are, speaker ofdie house ofrepresentative, Dimeji
Bankole, thegovernorofKano state, Alhaji Ibrahim Shekarau,
Senate President, Senator David Mark while the governor of
Niger state, Dr Muazu Babangida Aliyu Lsto be the host

Olatinwo disclosed that the society has earmarked some

prominent Nigerians for the award, adding that they have
beenchosenbased ontheircommitmentto servicetohuman-
ity and the worship ofAllah.

Those to benefitfrom the award includes, Prof(Sen) Jubril
Aminu, Hon Baba Shehu Agaie, Deputy leader house of Rep,
the speaker House ofRep, Dimeji Bankoje, former governor
ofOsun state, Sen Isiaka Adeleke.

Others includes; Sen. Zaynab Kure, Hon Jummai
JafaruAlhaji Abubakar Gimba, Justice Fati Abubakar and
mother ofthe Niger state government Hajiya Jemila Aliyu.
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'‘Over N13tr left untapped in
Lagos real estate market'

From Femi Akinola, Lagos

THE Managisng Director of UAC Property Development
Company Pic, Mr. Akeem Oguniran, has disclosed that
over N13 trillion is yet to be tagped in the Lagos State real
estate market.

The UAC Managing Director stated this Wednesday
while speaking at one of the sectoral work group on Real
Estate:Infrastructure,Institutions and Operations atthe on-
going Lagos Economic Summit tagged: “Ehingbeti 2010.

Mr Oguniran noted that the challenges faced by real
estate and property developers includes infrastructural
challenges such as deplorable road network,lack of avail-

age the involvement of private sectors in partnering with
the state government to combat the problem ofhousing
in the state.

He added that the delay in processing ofnecessary doc-
umentinbuilding ofproperty as laid down laws by the state
govenmentalso contributed alotastime and man hour are
been wasted in getting documents prepared adding that the

state government should interfere in - the loan percentage
being charged by the banks or financial institutions which
he described as outrageous.

Earlier,the Commissioner for Justice,Supo
Sasore,(SAN), explained that the state governmentis doing
au in its capability in encouraging the private sectors to
participate in the state developmentthrough the the Public
Private Partnership(PPP) in attaining the mega city dream

ofthe presentadministration.
Also speaking at the venue,the General Manager of

Lagos State Development Property Company,Abiodun
Old hinted that alot of businesss opportunities abound in
Real Estate and Property saying that currently the sales of
90 units of luxury flats in Lekki Phase Il is on going while
in thesame vein, the sales of shops at Oluwole and Abra-
ham Adesanya would soon be fully subscribe.He called
on private investors who wants to invest in estate and real
property to take advantage ofthe on-going infrastructural
transformation ofthe state to meet its mega city status chal-
lenges.

Presidential project c'ttee
to report in two weeks

ByBenAtonko

THE Presidential Projects Assessment Committee has
promised to start putting down its findings two weeks from
now after it might have visited some major projects in the
country. This was made known when the committee visited
the Minister of Special Duties, retired Navy Captain Caleb
Omoniyi Olubolade in Abuja on Tuesday.

The committees chairman, Arc Ibrahim Bunu, told the
minister, “We believe that in the next two or three weeks
when wewould have seen enough projects, we can begin our
basic inspection and assessment and then we can sitdown in
the office and write our interim report so that government
will be able to carry out our recommendations within the
limited period. “We shall be on our way to Ajaokutaand on
our way back we will stop at Lokoja to look at the Itape Iron
Ore mills and the dredging ofthe River Niger up to Lokoja
and other projects on the way to Abuja.

“We are strong and ready to work and we need your sup-
port. Asyou know, we had taken offeven before we were fully
mobilized and we believe we would do justice to this assign-
ment because you are aware ofthe capabilities and anteced-
ents ofthe various members of this committee.

“They are all well educated, well experienced people who
are specialists in theirvarious fields. Therefore, we would do
our best to justify the trust and confidence reposed in us by
the Acting president.

“We know that with you [Minister of Special Duties]
between us and government, we will not have any problem
expressing our worries ifany, seeking clearance ifany, and if
the assignment demands further explanation, you can also
carry itto government.”

In his response, the minister said, “Because | am also a
member ofthis committee, | honesdy wish to thank you for
the good job you are doing. You have hit the ground run-
ning as ordered by the Acting President and that gives me
joy because that means we are all determined to bring about
development within a short time that this administration
has.
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CORENVvows to prosecute guacks

From Yusha'u A Ibrahim, Dutse

THE Council for the Regulation of Engineering in Nigeria
(COREN) yesterday vowed to prosecute any unregistered
and unprofessional engineers that found practicing engi-
neering profession in the country, the National President of
the Council, Engineer, Habu A Gumel has said.

Speaking at the inauguration of the Jigawa state chapter

ofthe COREN sEngineering Regulation Monitoring (ERM)
in Dutse, Engineer Gumel explained that, the council has
established an investigating panel and a Registered Engi-
neers’ Disciplinary Tribunal in that respect.

Engineer Gumel added that while the investigating
panel was responsible for carrying out investigation into any
reported case, the Tribunal was mandated to try any engineer
thatwas found to have committed professional misconduct.

ASSOCIATION OF NATIONAL
ACCOUNTANTS OF NIGERIA

Founded INn(Gantthartered kyDecree No. 76 FXBB m  CAPA26 LFN)

PUBLIC NOTICE

CUNCEIUffION Of SECOND SESSION OF
MCPD PROGRAMME

This is to inform all members of Association of National
Accountants of Nigeria (ANAN) that the Second Session
of Mandatory Continuing Professional Development
(MCPD) Programme scheduled to hold in Jos, Plateau
State from 17th « 20th May, 2010 has been suspended due
to popular demand bordering on uncertainty of security of
lives and property of people living in and around Jos.

State Branches grouped for this session can attend either
the Kano Session (26th - 29th July, 2010) or the Lagos
Session (20th - 23rd September, 2010).

We regret any inconvenience this might cause.

CHIEF TERKAAL G EM AD E ,.barow

Registrar/Chief Executive

250, Herbert Macaulay Street, Yaba, Lagos.
Email: info@anan.org.ng

Website www.anan.ora.nQ

12th April, 2010.

BkmbeN


mailto:property@dailytrust.com
mailto:info@anan.orq.ng
http://www.anan.ora.nQ

Property

Friday, April 23,2010

DAILY TRUST

property@dailytrust.com
HOTLINE: 07041632079

Dallaje Ingawa dam

togulp N4.3bn

From Rakiya A.Muhammad, Sokoto

CONSTRUCTION ofDallaje Ingawa dam in Katsina state
is to gulp N4.3billion and will be completed in two years.

Managing Director, Sokoto Rima River Basin Develop-
ment Authority, Alhaji Danlami Bala Zango disclosed this
while speaking with Daily Trust in Sokoto.

The Sokoto Rima River Basin Development Authority
boss said construction work for the dam has successfully
commenced.

Durumi
residents
warned

over illegal
developments

By Zakariyya Adaramola

THE residents of Durumi, asub-
urb of Abuja have been warned
not to build beyond the space of
8,000sqm designated for them
by the government.

Giving the warning Tuesday
in a meeting with some repre-
sentatives of the village in his
office, the Director, Department
of Development Control in the
Abuja Metropolitan Coun-
cil, TPL Yahaya Yusuf, said the
department would not condole
illegal developments in the area.

TPL Yusuf told the village
delegation that the Development
Control would not hesitate to
bring down any illegal structure
found in the area

He said the Department
would meet with the Reset-
tlement and Compensation
Department of FCTA to ascer-
tain the areas and limit of
encroachment by the indigenes.

Meanwhile, the Depart-
ment has begun the demolition

He said-the dam is strategic in the nations quest to
achieve food security even as he noted the socio-economic
importance of the dam in the provision of portable water
to people in the state.

The Managing Director said remarkable land area has
been improved for irrigation with the rehabilitation of
Bakalori dam which had suffered a lot of neglect with
regards to rehabilitation

According to Alhaji Zango, the Bakalori dam was reha-
bilitated at the cost of N300million.

A newly opened restaurant in the central area of Abuja.

Quantty Surveyors appealforthe creation ofQuantty Surveying cepartment

“Only about 4,000 was previously cultivated due to the
neglect ofthe rehabilitation but with this rehabilitation of
this year, we have increased the land to about 7,000 hec-
tares that isabout 3,000 hectares more”,Alhaji Zango stated.

He said more irrigation areas are being constructed in
dams across the Sokoto Rima River Basin authority area of
jurisdiction of kebbi, Sokoto, Zamfara and kastina states,
adding that in Zube dam about 1,800 hectares are under
construction while 2,000 hectares have been increased at
Jibiya through the rehabilitation.

PIC: AFOLABISOTUNDE

of structures built under high-
tension electric lines in Dawaki
settlement, along Kubwa road.

A statement from the Depart-
ment said it begun the demoli-
tion after the expiration of one
month notice given to the resi-
dents.

“The Department has also
moved in to remove the struc-
tures built under high-tension
electric lines in Dawaki settle-
ment, along Kubwa road” the
statement said.

By Mustapha Suleiman

THE National Institute of Quantity Surveyors
(N1QS) led by its National President, Chief
Felix Onyeri yesterday appealed to the Fed-
eral Government to create an autonomous
Quantity Surveying department in the newly
created Ministry of Land, Housing and Urban
Development.

This appeal was made when NIQS Execu-
tive Members paid a courtesy call on the Min-
ister of Land, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Hon. Nduese Essien in Abuja.

Onyeri said that the appeal is in response

to the sweeping reforms beingintroduced and
implemented in the country, especially in the
Civil Service.

He said that the appeal is hinged on the
institute'sprevious requests foraproper struc-
ture in the civil service in which the profession
ofQuantity Surveying can function effectively
and efficiently.

“This is with regard for the separation of
powers and checks and balances in the con-
duct of government businesses. Another rea-
son isto prompt the Minister to dispassion-
ately review status ofthe Quantity Surveying
profession in your ministry against those of

the State Governments which have since cre-
ated autonomous Quantity Surveying Depart-
ments. We are aware that there will be need
to re-structure. Often Quantity Surveyors are
not represented in any management fora and
policy decision sare taken, because they never
had a Director ora Permanent Secretary since
Independence"

He complained that underthe presentdis-
pensation, Quantity Surveyors are hole-up in
the Building Department which has five Divi-
sions - fours for Builders and one only for
Quantity Surveyors which has always been
headed by a Builder.

Developer hails moves to sanitise FCT land administration

By Mustapha Suleiman

THE recent suspension ofall processes relating to lands in
Abuja have been commended by a group of Abuja based
mass housing developers.

Speaking through the chairman of FHT Ventures Pic
Prince Olu FabOro, the group frowned at the abuses which
the mass housing scheme of the Federal Capital Territory

Administration have been subjected to by shylocks who
lacked the requisite qualifications in terms of funding and
experience to undertake such projects.

Prince Faboro who made the groups position known
in a chat with newsmen Tuesday said the mass housing
scheme introduced by the federal governmentthrough the
Public Private Partnership initiative was a convenient and
cost effective wav ofproviding affordable housing for civil

servants in particularand other interested members ofthe
public in general.

While describing the ministers directive as timely,
Prince Faboro said the move would bring sanity back into
the scheme, lamenting that a large percentage of mass
housing plots were'in the hands of fake developers who
have resorted to racketeering rather than develop the plots
in accordance with approved guidelines.
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CITY NEWS

By Nasir Imam

THE FCT Administration will do
everything it takes to decongest
the Federal Capital City, Abuja,
in line with its Master Plan.

The hint was dropped by
the FCT Minister, Senator Bala
Mohammed, when he received
the Minister ofLand, Housing and

Urban Development, Mr. Nduese
Essien, in his office on Thursday.

The minister remarked that the
decongestion of Abuja metropo-
liswould allow facilities provided
to work optimally without being
overstretched.

Senator Mohammed empha-
sised that in order to achieve the
desired result in this regard, the

Head of co-operatives
arraigned in court

By Bunmi Omolehin

THE Managing Director of
Toadel Cooperative Loans and
Credit, Abuja, was last Friday
arraigned before an Abuja Upper
Area Court for allegedly convert-
ing N2.7million belonging to cus-
tomers to his personal use.

Tolu Akinlowo, 35, was accused
ofcommitting offences contrary to
Section 312 and 322 ofthe Penal
Code Law.

Prosecutor Mohammed Garba
informed the courtthat on Febru-
ary 10, Okolo Ndubisi, Ozor Barn-
abas, Ibenyenua Ugo, Chukwu

Nwazurke, Ngene Arinze and Jude
Ugwudor reported to the police
thatthe accused person deceitfully
converted the sum of N 2,785,000
deposited in the bank to his per-
sonal use.

When the charges were read to
the accused person, he pleaded not
guiltyand requested for bail, which
was objected by the prosecutor.

Judge Umar Kagarko granted
the accused person bail in the sum
of N3million with one reliable
suretyin like sum, who mustreside
within the courtsjurisdiction.

The case was adjourned to May
25 for hearing.

FCT Administration will open-
up the area councils and satellite
towns to enable them play their
statutory role as enshrined in the
Abuja Master Plan.

He called on the Federal Min-
istry of Land, Housing & Urban
Development; the Federal Hous-
ing Authority as well as private
Mass Housing developers to seize

S HOTLINES: 0803-3493-462 & 0703-8927-513

email; citynews@dailytrust.com

FCT minister vows to
decongest city centre

the opportunity by moving into
such areas to build mass housing
forthe people. The ministerprom-
ised to establishamore robust rela-
tionship with the Federal Ministry
ofLand, Housing & Urban Devel-
opment to enable the two bodies
discharge their statutory responsi-
bilities to the Nigerians.

Speaking earlier, the Minis-

ter of Land, Housing & Urban
Development, Mr. Nduese Essien
called for closer ties with the FCT
Administration on housing devel-
opment.

He revealed that his Ministry
is planning to build 25,000 hous-
ing units in Bwari Area Council;
assuring that the first phase would
commence in earnest.

Ambassador tasks farmers

By AbubakarYakubu

corruption in the country
and said when she was leav-

THE Nigerian Ambassador
to Mexico, Chief Lawrence
Nwurukwu, yesterday vis-
ited the coordinator of Atti-
tudinal Healing’organisation
at Gwarinpa, Abuja, to be
abreast with their activities.

Receiving him, Ambas-
sador Ebun Oyagbola, said
Nigerian have alotto gain if
they adopt attitudinal heal-
ing.

She stressed of the need
to eradicate discrimination
and corruption for the sake
ofthe countrysunborn chil-
dren, so thatthe country can
develop fast.

Oyagbola, who was the
first female minister in the
country as well as one time
Ambassador to Mexico, said
Nigeria, especially the FCT
Administration has a lot to
learn from the Mexicans in
terms ofsanitation.

According to her, the
streets and fruit markets of
Mexico City are very neat
and after any market activ-
ity, the place is properly
cleaned and washed,” she
added.

She decried the rate of

ing her position as a minis-
ter, the two Peugeot 505 cars
given to her were returned
back to government.

“l did not have a car for a
while until one of my banker
friends loaned me one ofher
cars to use for three months
until I could purchase a car,”
she disclosed.

She advised Nigerians
to learn to love themselves
instead of finding faults and
to let go fear so that they can
achieve attitudinal change.

Responding, Ambassa-
dor Nwurukwu, said he was
amazed to see an orange
pluck in 1999 still fresh in
Mexico this year, adding
that Nigeria farmers ought
to gain knowledge of such
storage facility.

He identified corrup-
tion as one ofthe problems
affecting the country and
said discipline as well as atti-
tudinal changes was needed
to eradicate such vice.

The' Ambassador
expressed his desire to join
the organisation in order to
fly its flag to Nigerians in
Mexico.

AEPB arrests 22 underage children

By Usman A. Bello & Maureen Onochie

OFFICIALS ofan AbujaEnviron-
mental Protection Board (AEPB)
taskforce have arrested 22 under-
age children for hawking in the
streets of Abuja.

The Special Adviser to the
Boards Director, Titus Ndawa,
said the children were arrested
while hawking along the streets
at Wuse market area on Tuesday
and Thursday, between the hours
of4pm and 8 pm.

According to him, children
between the ages of four and
twelve as well as their parents
will be handed over to the Social
Welfare Secretariat for appropri-
ate action.

Titus warned parents to desist

interactive forum.

from sending their children to
hawking items along the city,
stressing that the board will pros-
ecute any parent whose child was
arrested for child abuse.

He said in order to effectively
stamp out hawking in the city, the
board has extended its taskforce
operation to 24 hours.

In another development AEPB
has warned defaulters of the
monthly sanitation exercise that
it will start to arrest pedestrians
walking along the streets during

the period.
FCT Environmental Stake-
holder’s Chairman, Odunfa

Amos, disclosed this yesterday
during an AEPB/stakeholders

He said every resident is sup-
posed to be at home to take part
in the sanitation exercise, adding
that loitering around the city vio-
lates the AEPB% Act.

“Apart from vehicles, pedes-
trians will be arrested as well as
people hiding under the authority
oftheir office to violate the move-
ment restriction order,” he said

Amos disclosed that the board
will concentrate more*on resi-
dential areas, especially satellite
towns in order to make sure that
the entire city is effectively cov-
ered, saying they have met with
area councils chairmen to ensure
that the exercise isobserve in their
councils.
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Manjailed for trespass

By Bunmi Omolehin

A 21-year-old man, Abacha
Yakubu, was last Friday
sentenced to three months
imprisonment by an Abuja
Upper Area Court forcrimi-
nally trespassing into an
apartmentatPrinceandPrin-
cess Estate with the intention
to commit an offence.

Prosecutor Ambi Ayuba
told the courtthaton April 3,a
team ofpolicemen attached to
Garki Police Station arrested
the accused at Prince and
Princess Estate, Garki, Abuja,
after he criminally trespassed
into House 21, Close 1, and
broke the fence.

He said the offences com-
mitted by the accused arepun-
ishableunder Sections 342,324
and 95 ofthe Penal Code Law.

When the charges were
read to the accused person,
he pleaded guilty and begged
the court for leniency.

After the plea, the prosecu-
tor asked the court to try the
accused summarily under
Section 157 of the Criminal
Procedure Code (CPC) and
Judge Umar Kagarko sen-
tenced him to three months
imprisonment or to pay N6,
500 as fine.

In another case, a 26 -year-
old man, lbrahim Baba, was

last Friday arraigned for alleg-
edly misappropriating the
sum of N600, 000 entrusted
to him for selling a car.

Prosecutor Mohammed
Garba told the court that
on April 9, 2010, one Dauda
Bugus reported to the police
that sometime last year,
he gave a Honda Civic car
belonging to one Otobo I.S.
Otobo to the accused person
to sell atthe costofN600,000,
which he sold and dishonestly
converted the whole money to
his own use.

He said during police
investigations, it was discov-
ered that the accused sold
the car at the rate of N480,
000 and refused to give the
owner the money back, say-
ing that the offence ispunish-
able under Section 309 of the
Penal Code Law.

When the one-count-
charge was read to the accused
person, he pleaded not guilty
and requested for bail, which
was objected to by the pros-
ecutor.

Judge Umar Kagarko,
granted the accused person
bail in the sum of N600, 000
with one reliable surety in like
sum, who must reside within
the courts jurisdiction and
adjourned the case to May 22
for hearing.

VACANCY

A reputable Hotel in Abuja needs the services
of Professional Drivers.

QUALIFICATION- MinimumofSSCE
WORKING EXPERIENCE - Minimum of
10yrsand maximumof 25yrs.

Interested and qualified applicants may send
theirapplications to:

The Human Resources Manager

RO.Box 12338

Garki-Abuja

Al applications should please get to the above
address on or before the 15tofMay, 2010.

Signed:
Management

DAILY TRUST

Friday, April 23,2010

Conman

Jalled 4yrs

over N1.8m

By RomokeW. Ahmad

A 23 -year- old man was on Tuesday sen-
tenced to four years imprisonment by an
Abuja magistrate court for the offences of
giving false information, false pretence and
cheating.

Barry Obiorah was convicted for com-
mitting the offences which are contrary
to Sections 179 and 320 of the Penal
Code Law in October 2009.

Prosecutor Umar Muhammed told the
court that on April 16, one Peter Chi-
abuka of Jikwoyi Phase | reported to the
police that the accused told him he has
some goods coming from Cameroon and
collected the sum of N 1.8 million from
him with the pretence of supplying him
the goods when it arrives.

He said when the complainant asked
for the goods the accused could not
produce it or refund the money back,
adding that during police investiga-
tion, N195,000 was recovered from the
accused.

The accused pleaded guilty when the
two- count charges were read to him and
begged the court to temper justice with
mercy.

Chief Magistrate Shuaib Ahmed sen-
tenced the accused to one yearimprison-
ment or to pay N5000 as fine option in
the first count, while in the second count
of cheating, he was sentenced to three
years without fine option.

The Magistrate also ordered the con-
victto pay N 1.6 million back to the nom -
inal complainant.

Council boss pledges more democratic dividend

By Abubakar Sadiglsah

THE Gwagwalada Area
Council Chairman, Alhaji
Zakari Angulu Dobi, has
promised to continue to
provide more democratic
dividends to residents of
the council.

Dobi, who made the
pledge over the weekend

when he was conferred
with an award as the best
“Vibrant and Transpar-
ent chairman” of the
North -Central Zone by
the National Councillors
Forum (NCF), said his
administration will con-
tinue to address the imme-
diate problems and chal-
lenges facing bis people,

especially those in the rural
areas.

He said by tackling such
problems, food production
will be improved.

The council boss assured
that the award will serve as
a reminder to any elected
officials to be transpar-
ent while discharging his
dutks!"
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By RomokeW. Ahmad

AN accused person, Jeremiah
Awor, vyesterday disappeared
from the premises of Karu Mag-
istrate Court, minutes after he
was granted bail by the magis-
trate.

Across section ofteachersataworkshop organised by the Muslim Community Centre in Abuja Wednesday

Friday, April 23, 2010

The accused did not wait to
complete his bail conditions of
getting a surety in the sum of
N20.000 before the prosecutor
and prison’s officer noticed that
he had vanished.

Prosecutor Silas Nanpan had
earlier arraigned the accused

for alleged theft of two Jincheng
motorcycles.

The prosecutor told our
reporter that since the accused
was already in prison custody, he
had expected the prison officerto
take him away after the case but
the officer left him in the open
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Suspect disappears from court

court and was attending to other
issues outside the court when the
accused ran away.

Reacting, the prisons officer
said he was not aware when the
prosecutor took the accused out
of the court cell, adding that he
was with another accused in a

court within the premises when

the prosecutor removed the
accused.
“The prosecutor did not

inform me when he finished and
was going out ofthe courtin order
forme to watch over the accused,”
the prison officer said.

Muslim centre organises

workshop for teachers

By Hussein Yahaya

THE Muslim Community
Centre, Abuja, yesterday
ended a two-day workshop
for classroom teachers in the
centre.

Director of the centre,
Alhaji Abdullahi B. Yawa
advised teachers to strive
for fairness, adding that it
has been identified as an
effective tool to achieve self
respect and ensure effective
classroom discipline as well
as management.

Alhaji Yawa in his paper
noted that students have a
distinct sense ofjudging situ-
ations, thus making ita must
for teachers to always act
fairly to them at all situations.

He advised them to have
good discipline plans at the
beginning ofeach year, avoid
confrontations in front of
students, be consistent, have
clear rules and collaborate
with other teachers.

He described classroom

management as an agent of
change, adding that effec-
tive classroom management
should serve as a preventive
measure in checking stu-
dents’behaviours.

Earlier, the centre’s Gov-
erning Board Chairman,
Senator U.K Umar, who
was represented by Mal-
lam Ismaila Tsiga, said the
workshop is aimed at train-
ing and re-training the staff
ofthe centre so that they are
well developed in order to
enhance their professional
effectiveness.

“It is the sole aim of this
workshop to inspire the
teachers to take their job
more as careers rather than
vocations,” he said.

One of the participants,
Mrs Rakiya'-'S. Bamalli,
thanked the centre fororgan-
izing the workshop, adding
that it has further broaden
their knowledge on class-
room managementand other
teaching techniques.

Kuje council boss vows to
eradicate poverty

By Abubakar Sadiq Isah

THE Kuje Area Councils Chairman,
Mr. Danladi Etsu Zhin, yesterday
vowed that his administration will
not relent in tackling the high rate of
poverty in the council.

Zhin, who stated this during his
thank you’ tour to residents of the
council, observed that the poverty sit-
uation, especially among rural dwell-
ers was disturbing.

He said the council made efforts
by initiating youth/women empower-
ment schemes as well as by creating
special vocational training centres
where women can learn various hand
skills.

According to him, the council is

mapping out strategies for the youth
to getthemselves empowered through
scholarships, especially to the less
privilege and indigent ones so that
they acquire qualitative education.

The councilboss however observed
that the only problem militating
against the council was lack of suffi-
cient potable water, adding that the
council has already consulted the FCT
Administration to assistby connect-
ing River Gurara with Kuje in order
to enhance constant water supply at
the council.

The council chairman urged resi-
dents ofthe council to be law abiding
and appealed to them to continue to
pray for his administration to achieve
its desired goals.

Bizman charged over phone theft

By Usman A. Bello & Doris Afoma
West

A 25-year-old businessman,
Promise Inmo, was on Tues-
day arraigned before an Abuja
magistrate court for alleg-
edly absconding with a lady%s
phone

Police Prosecutor, David
Udeh, told the court that
on April 14, one Mary Peter
reported to the police that
the accused who resides at
Mabushi Village collected
her Nokia phone valued at
N 15,000 on the pretence that
he was going to make a call
with it.

He said the accused
absconded with the phone
and sold it to a taxi driver at

the rate of N 3,500.

“During investigations,
the accused confessed to the
crime, while the sum ofN 1000
was recovered from him,” the
prosecutor said.

When the charge was read
to the accused, he pleaded not
guilty and requested for bail,
which was not objected by the

a 26- year-old businessman,
Chris Nwadimobi, were also
arraigned for allegedly stealing
apolice officers phone.
Prosecutor David Udeh
informed the court that one
Harrison E. of the Nigeria
Police Headquarter reported
to the police that the accused
persons stole her Nokiaphone

prosecutor. valued at N32,000 at Wuse bus
Magistrate Folashade  stop.
Oyekan granted him bail in When the charge was

the sum of N50.000 with one
surety in like sum.

The magistrate also ordered
thatthe surety mustlivewithin
the courts jurisdiction and
adjourned the case to May 5
for hearing.

In another case, a 27- year-
old artist, Kelvin Nduka and

read to the accused persons,
they pleaded not guilty and
requested bail.

Magistrate Folashade
Oyekan granted them bail in
the sum 0fN50,000 each with
one surety each in like sums
and adjourned the case to May
5 for hearing.

AMAC chairman-elect to tackle education problems

By Usman A. Bello

THE newly elected Chairman
of the Abuja Municipal Area
Council (AMAC), Micah Y.
Jiba has said that education and
empowerment of people in the
council will be his priority while
in office.

1> -itd

Jiba disclosed this on Tuesday
during the Inauguration of the
Transition Implementation Com-
mittee to ensure smooth transi-
tion from the incumbent admin-
istration to the new one.

He said he decided to choose
education and empowerment
because they form the bedrock
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through which development can
be achieved in a society.

“During my campaign, | dis-
covered thatthe problem my peo-
ple are facing is education and |
willachieve this by implementing
a scholarship programme so that
children of the council can have
access to education,” he disclosed.

I 4AKA

He called on the oppositions
to eschew bitterness and join
hand with him to bring demo-
cratic dividends to people in
AMAC.

Earlier, the committees Chair-
man, Olisa Ezewlu Wulus, said the
essence ofthe committee isto laya
foundation forthe smooth take-off

ofthe incoming administration.

“Our mandate is to take a sur-
vey ofthe projects that have com-
pleted and the ongoing ones so
that as soon as the new adminis-
tration assumes office, they will
commence work immediately and
not embark on projects verifica-
tion,” he added.
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NIGERIAN SHIPPERS' COUNCIL

4 PARK LANE APAPA LAGOS

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR VARIOUS WORKS,
GOODS AND SERVICES

The Nigerian Shippers' Council in line with the Public
Procurement Act of 2007 hereby invites reputable and
experienced suppliers and contractors to tender in respect of
these lots indicated below:

i
LOT\.O
Cor iputerization Supply, Installation of Computer Hardware and
So tware Systems, Peripherals and Accessories.

DT2.0
Advance Cargo Information system (ACIS) Development, supply

and installation.
LOT3.0
Supply of Project Vehicles (Toyota Hilux Trucks) for Inland

Container Depots.

LOT4.0
Digitalization of the Maritime Resource Library- Supply and
installation of Hardware and Software Systems.

LOT5.0
Supply and installation of various Conference Centre Equipment.

LOT6.0
Supply of Utility Vehicles (Toyota Hilux Trucks,
Haice Buses, Coaster Buses, Honda Motorcycles).

LOT7.0
Supply and installation of Electricity Generating Sets- (500KVA
Sound proof).

LOT8.0 I

Supply of Elevators- (10 Persons, 12 Stops/12 Openings)
1

LOT9.0
Supply of Medical Equipment.

LOT10.0
Improvement on Building (Renovation Works) ¢ Shippers'
Towers, Lagos.

LOT11.0
Improvement on Building (Renovation Works) - Shippers’ Plaza,
Abuja.

LOT12.0
Control of Erosion (Remedial works) - Jos Zonal Office Land.

2.0 REQUIREMENTS

Interested suppliers and contractors wishing to carry out any

jobs in the above listed areas must submitthe following:

i. Certificate of Registration/Incorporation with Corporate
Affairs Commission

ii. Current Tax clearance Certificate for the last three (3)
years

iii. Evidence of previous experience for similarjobs.

Evidence ofregistration with relevant professional Bodies

(Where applicable)

V. Reference from banker.

Vi. Any other information that will further confirm the
gualification ofthe company.
3.0 COLLECTION OF BID DOCUMENTS

Bid documents/detailed specifications of the required
goods and works are obtainable from the office ofthe
Secretary, Procurement Planning Committee, (7thFloor)
Nigerian Shippers' Council, No. 4 Park Lane, Apapa Lagos
OR
Abuja Liaison Office, Nigerian Shippers' Council,
Shippers' Plaza Plot 438, Michael Okpara Way, Wuse
Zone 5, Abuja

(i)

(ii)

on payment of a non-refundable bid processing fee of
N20,000.00 for each Lot through bank draft payable to
Nigerian Shippers' Council, Lagos.

4.0 SUBMISSION OF TENDER DOCUMENTS

The Tender documents are to be enclosed in a sealed envelope
clearly marked atthe top left hand corner "TENDER FOR

" The job for which the tender is

submitted should be clearly indicated on the envelope (e.g.
"TENDER FOR THE SUPPLY OF UTILITY VEHICLES LOT6.0").

The tender documents should be submitted to any of the
addresses listed above not later than 4 p.m. Friday 4th June,
2010.

5.0 OPENINGOFTENDER

The opening date of the tenders will be at 12.00 noon,
Wednesday 9th June, 2010 at the Board Room of Nigerian
Shippers' Council (9thFloor) 4 Park Lane, Apapa, Lagos.

Please note

i. No submission will be entertained after 4pm Friday 4th
June, 2010.

ii. This notice shall not be construed to be a commitment on
the part of Nigerian Shippers' Council to award any form of
contract to any respondents nor shall it entitle any
organization submitting any documents to claim any
indemnity from the Council.

SIGNED:

MANAGEMENT

e d

%
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NATIONAL EXAMINATIONS COUNCIL

Dr. Nnamdi Azikiwe Way, P. M. B. 1S9, Minna, Niger State.

THE NATIONAL ENTRANCE EXAMINATION

Into SSiI Ot
FEDERAL UNITY SENIOR SECONDARY COLLEGES
Holding on Saturday. 5thJune, 2010

GENERAL INFORMATION

The National Entrance Examination for Admission into SS1 of Federal Government Unity Senior Secondary Colleges (NEEFUSSC) in September, 2010 will be hefd throughout the
Countryon SATURDAY, 5* June, 2010.

1) ELIGIBILITY:
Pupilsintheirfinal yearofthe junior Secondary (i.e. JS 3 students/upper Basic 3) are eligible to sitforthe examination. Private candidates who have completed JS 3 are also
eligible to sitfor the examination. However, a private candidate will have to provide evidence of having completed JS3. Such evidence shall include JSS certificate, school
testimonial issued by the principal. Aletterissued by the school principal wiB suffice for candidates in JS3who maywish to make their private arrangementsfor registration.
) ENTRY PROCEDURE:

(A) Registration for the 2010 National Entrance Examination will be strictly on-line

B) Headsof School Based Candidates will collect carbonized Entry Schedules from respective NECO Zonal/Stale Offices
forcompletion The entry schedulesare intriplicate.

©)
©)

Private Candidates can obtain scratch cards from any NECO Zonal/State Offices fortheir registration,

Toregisterforthe examination, a candidate must paythe sumofN2,800(Two thousandeighthundred Naira) only in
Bankdraftatthe NECO office in the State he/she intendsto sitforthe examination.

(E) SUBMISSION OF ENTRY SCHEDULEAND PURCHASE OF ON-LINE REGISTRATION CARDS BY SCHOOLS:

() Two copies of Entry Schedules and appropriate fees mil be submitted to respective NECO Zonal/State Offices to collect
(si-line registration cards forthe candidates.

ToRegistera candidate;

° Clckonwmmmsmmmssm

i EnteryourPin numberand Serialnumber

o Enteryourregistration details and uploadyourpassportphotographs
[

PrintyourPhotocard to obtain yourregistration number

3) STRUCTURE OF THE EXAMINATION:
Thepapers forthe examination willconsisto fthe following'.

PAPERI: English Language PAPERII: Numerical Aptitude
Mathematics Verbal Aptitude
Integrated Science Spatial Aptitude

Social Studies

(4) LISTOFFEDERALUNITY COLLEGES

The list of Federal Government Colleges. Federal Government Girls Colleges and Federal Science and Technical Colleges for Candidates to choose from is hereby

provided.
STATE  CODE COLLEGE STATE code COLLEGE STATE cop COLLEGE
o1 FGGC TIMIJAHJA (GIRLS ONLY) KADUNA 14 FGC KADUNA (BOYSA GIRLS) RIVERS 27 FGC PORTHARCOLRT (BOVS 4
Abta FGCOHAFM. (BOYS & GIRLS) FGGC ZARIA (GIRLS ONLY) GIRLS)
FSTC OMANSO (BOVS & GIRLS) FSTC KAFANCHAN (BOYSA GIRLS FGGC ABLLOMA (GIRLS ONLY)
FSTC AHOADA (BOYS A GIRLS)
« FGC GANYE (BOYS & GIRLS) KANO IS FGC KANO (TOYS * GIRLS) SOKOTO m FGCSOKOTO(BOYSA GIRLS)
Adamawa FGGC YOLA (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC M IN-JIBIR (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC TAMBUWAL (GIRLS ONLY)
FSTC M1CHIKA (SOYS & GIRLS)
03 FGC IKOT-EKPENEISOYS StGIRLS) KATSINA  I* FGC DAl RA (BOYS A GIRLS) TARABA 29 FGCWCKARI(BOYS* GIRLS)
Akwa-ftxxn FGGC IKOT-OBKMTONG (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC BAKORI (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC IALINGO (GLKLSONLY)
FSTC BYO (GIRLS ONLY) FSTC SAYI (BOYS A GIRLS) FSTCIALINGO (BOYSA GIRLS)
04 FGC MS*: (BOYS A GIRLS) KEBBI 17 FGC BIRNIN-YAIRI (BOYS* GIRLS) YOBE 1 FGCBLMYADI (BOYS A GIRLS)
:Anambra FGGC OMTSUA (GIRLS ONLY) FGGCGWANSI («n u ONLY) FGGCN TISK m (GIRLSONLY)
FSTC AWKA (BOYS A GIRLS) FSTC ZIRL (BOYS & GIRLS)
« FGC.AZAHSIBOYS* GIRLS) KOGI 18 FGC UGWOLAWO (BOYS & GIRLS) FCT 31 FGC KWALILBOYS St GIRLS)
FGGCIA Ii'M (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC K ABBA (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC BWARI (GIRLS ONLY)
Bauchs FGGC ABUI (GIRLSONLY)
FGBC GARKI (BOYSONLY)
FGC RIBOCHI (BOYS * GIRLS)
FSTC OROZO (BOYS A GIRLS)
06 FGC VANDEIKYA (BOVS A GIRLS) KWARA 19 FGC ILORIN (BOYS & GIRLS) BAYELSA 2 FGC OD1 (BOYSA GIRLS)
Benue FGGC GBOKO (GIRLSONLY) FGGC OM C-ARAN (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC IMLRINGI (CIRLS ONLY)
FGC'OTOBI(BOYS* GIRLS) FSICTLNGBO (BOVS * GIRLS)
FSTC O TIKK> (BOYSA GIRLS)
m FGC MAIDUGLRI(BOYSA GIRLS LAG® 2« KING'S COLLEGE LAGOS (BOYS ONLY)  EBONY! 33 FGC OKPOSI (BOYS A GIRLS)
FGGC MCWGtNO(GIRLS ONLY) FGC LAGOS (BOVS A GIRLS) FGGC EZ7AMGBO (GIRLS ONLY)
Bomo FSTC LASSA (BOYS* GIRLS) QUEEN’S COLLEGE LAGOS (GIRLS
ONLY)
FSTC YABA (BOVS A GIRLS)
s FGC IKOM (BOYSA GIRLS) NIGER 21 FGC MINNA (BOYS A GIRLS) EKLTI 34 FGC IKOLE-EKITI (BOYS« GIRLS)
Coss River FGGC CALABAR (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC BIDA (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC EFON-ALAYE (GIHI S ONLY)
FGGC NEW BLSSA (GIRLSONLY) FSTC LS1-EKITI (BOYS* GIRLS I
FSTC SillRORO (BOYSA GIRLS)
or FGC WARRL (BOYS A GIRLS) 0GCN 22 FGC OBOOBQLI? (BOYS A GIRLS) GONIBE 35 FGC BILIRI (BOYS & GIRLS)
Delta FGGC IBISA (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC SHAGAMt (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC BAJOGA (GIRLSONLY)
FSTC UKBU MISHIN (BOYS A GIRLS)
10 FGC 1BILI.O (BOYSA GIRLS) OM >0 23 FGCIDOANI (BOV'S & GIRLS) NASARAW A 36 FGC KEEFI (BOYS &GIRLS)
Edo FGGC BENIN (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC AK URL(GIRLS ONLY) FGGC KEANA (GIRLS ONLY)
FSTC UROM1 (BOYS A GIRLS) FSTC IKARE-AKOKOiBOYSA GIRLS) FSTC DOMA (BOYS * GIRLS)
11 FGC ENUGU (BOYS A GIRLS) 0SIN 24 FGC IKIRCN (BOYS A GIRLS) ZAMFARA 37 FGGC GISAC (GIRLS ONLY)
Enugu FGGC LEJJA (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC IPKTt MOW (GIRLS ONLY) FGC ANKA (BOYS A GIRLS)
FSTC 1LESA (BOYS A GIRLS)
e 12 FGC OKIGWE (BOYS & GIRLS) ovo 23 FGC OGB OMOSO (BOVS A GiRLS)
FGGC O WERRI (GIRLS ONLY) FGGC OYO (GIRLS ONLY)
Jigawa u FGC KIYAWA (BOYS A GIRLS) PLATEA U FGCiOS(BOYS & GIRLS)
FGGC KA7.ALRE (GIRLS ONLY) v FGGC LANGTANG (GIRLSONLY) -
(5) CLOSING DATE FOR REGISTRATION:

Registration closes on Friday, 21* May. 2010

. Be informed that on that date, the web-site will be closed at 12:00 mid-night, with no further access to iL

iMgTiw x

Promts* N. Okpala

Registrar/Chief ExecutiveSigped: Promise H. Okpata
regaIrA /BT ctituDvh

itu
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CYBERSPACE LIMITED
CONSUMER CODE OF PRACTICE

INTRODUCTION

This is tfie consumer code of practice as presented by Cyberspace Limited. The code was prepared in
q:cordﬁoewmecﬁon 106 Nigerian Communications Act 2003and consumer code of practice Regula-
tion, :

The Consumer Code of Practice as presented covers areas such as provision of information to consurm-
ers, consumer biing, charging, and coSecfion and credit practices. The code also covers consumer infor-
rrfanm projection consumer obligations, warranties, complain! handling, advertising and representation
of service,

Schedule 1is Cyberspace Standard Supply Tams and Conditionsof Service detailing the consumer code

PROVISION OF INFORMATION TO CONSUMERS

CYBERSPACE wil provide Consumers with informetion on our services thet is complete, accurate, and
up-to-date and insimple, ctear language,

CYBERSPACE will endeavour to respond in a timely manner to Customers requests for informetion on
our services and such informetion shall be provided free of charge and shall mcWe at least the following;

a) Cumant service arrangements, induding rates and terms and conditions for ail sendees offered tothe
pulblic, shat be readily available in print and electronic formet. This information will also be provided in
CYBERSPACE web site. Service contracts are usually provided in a plain and clear language in the
subscriber's Service Application Form. This ten s the first document intending customers usually go
tough and complete before subscribing for ourservices. The famspecifies subscribers' warranties and
obligations, conditions fortermination and service suspension,

b) We witt also provide Help Desk for any information regarding our services or complaints on a 24/?,
induding the provision of Directoriesand leaflets. Calls for emergency services shall be free of charge

€) Since our service is for ail users, there is no special measure designed for consumers with disabilities.

(d) Fault repairs are carried outa! an affordable price usually communicated to the consumer Details of
the repair condiition and service interruption are explained in schedule 1.containing subscriber’s agree-
ment

€) Thy services description and contract terms are provided in the attached subscribers’ agreement fom
which specified the naturre of service available, the type of service, coverage, and suspension of ser-
vice, terminationand warranties, information regarding any compensation, refund or other arrangements
which may apply if contracted quality service levels are not met. along with the procedures and methods
for resolving disputes are cortained in Schedule 2

f|Prictng information regarding rates or charges, what the stand for, the frequency of the charges and
whether the charges are subject to changes fan time to time am usuia% mede available in leaflets. Ifis
also med®available through TV, Newspapers awl Rada.

ADVERTISING AND REPRESENTATION OF SERVICES:

All Advertisements and Promotion of products and services are always in compliance wifi Nigeria Code
of Advertising Standards as established by tie Advertising Praettoft» Council of Nigeria (APCGN). The
advertand materials are usually in simpfied mn ambiguous language.

CYBERSPACE wPbnotbe involved in any unsolicited telemarketing.

CONSUMER BILLING, CHARGING, COLLECTION AND CREDIT PRACTICES,

There is a Pre and Post-Paid hilling system in place to capture revenue due tom subscribers cor-
rectly. The system ensures that the bills and charges am:

~Accurate and timely freal time)
Verifiable to ascertain the integrity of the bill

Sufficient with the subscriber informetion

-Readily accessible
Retains b is and related charges for momitan twelve months
Basically the billing systems adopted are both post-paid and prepeid biling system, wherely most
subscribers are invoiced in advance of usage of toe Network Such usages are bied monthly.
Quarterly or Yearly and the tariff for each charge plan varies. The invoice will contain the following
detalks:
-Th© &j$torn$F$ billing
-Our company name and address
-Sutertber ID and toe telephone number
-The tolling period
*The date of which the bill is issued
-Due date for payment
-Method of payment
-Method of contact for complaints and billing inquiries
-Adescription of the service ter which the subscriber is bifed
-The total amount billed, applicable credits. Taxes (if any) or disoounts and the net amount payable
Electronic copies of such itemized bis are sentto subscriber on request via e-mail followed by a
printed copy for processing payments

In an eventwhere subscriber has not paid all orpart ofa biS. the post-paid right for such subscriber
will be revoked alter an appropnate waming is given.

CONSUMER OBLIGATIONS
Consumer obligations are contained in our Standard Terms and Conditions of Service Agree-
ment (Schedule 1),

PROTECTION OF CONSUMER INFORMATION
Consumer information are stored mCyberspace consumer informetion data base. The informea-
tion are supplied by toe consumer at the subsoription of toe service and they are kept confiden-

tial,

The information to be supplied includes
Nave oftoesubscriber

-Address where service is recuired
<Contact telephone number
-E-mail address

~Passport photograph
-dentity card (Photocopy)

-Nature of business

COMPLAINTS HANDLING

The prscess of complaints handiing is simplified such that consumers can easily comprehend
it Faul complaint forms are made available in Se office for toe consumers to put doan their
ocomplaints, Far those who canno! come to toe office, they can call our Help Desk (24 hours of
service) and make their complamiewhich will be togged in and tested prompaSy, Those that can
be resolved instantly are resolved while to e thet require some time, a date is given butwithin
the commission's Quility of service regulation ime frame The process of dandiing consumer
oomv\iplgjr?:}are ilustrated in tie attached flowchart “Biling And Equipment Failure Complaint
Fto )

CODE COMPLIANCE
CYBERSPACE will develop appropriate policies and procedures for ensuring foil compliance
with this Consumer Code as approved by toe NCC, The steps to be taken indude:

a) to ensure that toe compliance policy, procedures and applicable code provisions are publi-
cized to employees and otoer representetives oftoe company,

(tl)) todevelop appropriate procedures or programs to educate employees regarding coda.com
pliance issues;

(e) toinplement appropriate management structures and practices to monitor compliance with
toe policies, proceduresand code provisions; and

() to provide information to the Commission, as provided far in this

Consumer Code or as otherwise reguested by toe Commission, relevant to toe consumer code
obligatos and ongoing compliance efforts.

The Commission will monitor compliance with applicable code provisions on a regullar basis to
ensure toeoveralleffectiveness ofconsumer codes in achieving their objectives, which include -
(2) complaints monitoring;

{b} routine verification of code compliance by Cyberspace; and

(c) identification of other consumer code issues.

The Commission will publish quiarterly progress reports toassist it in its ongoing monitoring and
review ofeetwm@®; ««*» and stated is$«8.

The progress reposts wil include -

(a) identified fereichis of applicable code provisions, and any

remedial actions taken;

(b) recuning compiainte and actions taken to address these:

(c) statistics on complaints and their resolution; and

(d)) steps taken by Cyberspace in the development of in-house compliance systems.

Management
CytberspaceLimited, #33, Saks Tbwtw Sam, Victoria island, P.O.Box 75484, Lagos, Nigeria
Tel;(2j4M)1-4542852,4542+49,4546994
mfogcybmpee.na.ng. I(fls™. %o ytepace«t,ni
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Inside Politics
INEC wants special fund
for female candidates

By Abbas Jimoh

THE Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) has
called for a special trust fund to
finance female candidates vying
for elective positions at all levels
for the 2011 elections.

INEC chairman Prof. Mau-
rice lwu, who made the advo-
cacy yesterday in Abuja, said the
much awaited electoral reforms
will require corresponding atti-

tudinal change and re-orientation
from the political class.

He was speaking at a one-day
INEC/political parties roundtable
on gender, organised by the Civil
Society and Gender Desk of The
Electoral Institute.

Iwu said to address some of
the major factors inhibiting gen-
der equality in politics, stakehold-
ers should help to float a special
trust fund for female candidates
irrespective of the party platform

they stand on.

He said gender advocates
could ask parties to adopt “gen-
der-twinning”, where every male
flag bearer must be matched with
a female running mate and vice
versa.

“We desire to see more women
as political party flag bearers or
running mates in elections at
all levels. We desire to see more
women participate actively in
the electoral process. This will

FORMER deputy speaker Austine Opara and former Senate President Aldophus Wabara atthe
PDP Reform Forum meeting in Abuja, yesterday.

Jimoh visits PDP over guber ambition

By Muideen Olaniyi

BUSINESS mogul and former
governorship candidate of All
Nigeria Peoples’ Party (ANPP) in
Ondo State, Mr. Jimoh Ibrahim,
yesterday visited the headquarters
ofthe ruling Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) over his plans to
stand for governorin 2011.
Ibrahim, who is chairman
of NICON Group, met with the
PDP chairman Prince Vincent
Ogbulafor to brief him on his

Group flays

By Abbas Jimoh

THE August Coalition (TAC)
has replied Rep Deno Melaye,
who criticised former military
president Ibrahim Babangida
for reportedly saying that the
younger generation has failed

recent decampment to PDP and
his governorship ambition on the
platform ofthe party.

Speaking with Journalists after
aclose-door meeting with Ogbu-
lafor, Ibrahim said he left ANPP
to join the PDP in order to assist
the party to achieve its goals.

“l have come to join PDP to
help develop the nation that is the
top most priority, help build the
party where democratic attributes
can be established and then keep
offfrom there to the larger society.

“We are already okay at the
ward and the state and there will
be ceremony, there will be one
coming up in my ward, my local
government and my state capital
where the state will be well deco-
rated,” he said.

He said his movement from
ANPP to PDP was a change, add-
ing: “We are not dumping, we are
changing and what is constant in
life is change, my political leader
is General Buhari, he justchanged
his party.”

Rep over BB

in leadership. The group said
Melaye’s statement was unfortu-
nate, mischievous and misguided.

TACS5S national coordinator
Ahmed Gana told journalists
yesterday in Abuja that IBB is the
Father o f‘New- breed politics’in
Nigeriaand no amount ofattacks

can intimidate him or his sup-
porters.

“Every cultureand religion has
provisions for respect of elders
and Melaye’s outburst might as
well be confirming IBB% com-
ment that the youths of Nigeria
need a fresh start, tutelage and

empower our women and make
our democracy more viable, sus-
tainable, healthy and pro -devel-
opment,” lwu said.

Minister of women affairs
Josephine Anenih, who spoke at
the event, lamented that of the
required 35 percent women rep-
resentation and participation in
governance, only two percent has
been achieved.

She said statistics show that
women have representation 0f3.2

99

per cent in state houses ofassem-
bly, 8.2 per cent in the Senate, 7.78
per cent in the House of Repre-
sentatives, 20 ministerial appoint-
ments, no governors, 16.67 per
centofdeputy governorsand 4.24
per cent of state commissioners.

“The above statistics call for
sober reflection, urgent attention
and drastic review if any mean-
ingful progress js to be achieved
by women in the 2011 election,”
she said.

» Gov hitsback You're hypocritical

By Muideen Olaniyi

THE Action Congress (AC) yes-
terday asked Alhaji Sule Lamido
to resign as Jigawa State governor
for saying that all political office
holders should vacate their seats
ifelectoral commission chairman
Maurice lwu ispressurised to relin-
quish his position.

But Lamido yesterday replied
AC, saying through his spokesman
that it was hypocritical ofthe party
to praise the electoral commission
when itwon election and criticise
the commission when it lost.

Lamido was quoted to have said
earlier in the week that “all elected
persons across the country, includ-
ing the entire 36 governors, should
be ready to relinquish their respec-
tive seats” should Iwu be asked to
leave office.

Spokesman for AC Lai Moham-
med said in a statement yesterday
that not all governors or elected
officials were rigged into office.
He said governors of Lagos, Edo
and Ondo states among others not
elected on the platform ofthe PDP
were not rigged into office.

“What Gov. Lamido wanted to
say was that all elected PDP offi-
cials should step down since Iwu
rigged them into office. We appre-
ciate the governors candour but
he should lead the way by first giv-

support from experienced and
tested hands.

“The beauty of democracy
lies in its diversities, freedom
of choice and speech and not in
intimidation and use of foul lan-
guages and disrespect. We can say
that Gen. Babangida was quoted

ing up his own mandate, since he
belongs to the same PDF?’Moham-
med said.

But Lamido, through his
spokesman  Adagbo  Onoja,
accused AC of hypocrisy.

“For Lamido, it is, enough of
abstracting and hounding one
individual for electoral manifesta-
tions of the very deep social crisis
in Nigeria. Even a Lai Moham-
med will agree with Lamido%s
point about the moral hypocrisy
in denouncing Iwu while being a
beneficiary of his supposed elec-
toral corruption,” Onoja said in a
text message yesterday.

“Why is it that every other head
of the national electoral manage-
ment body leaves the job a wreck?
What is the social milieu which
makes every angel appointed to
that job to turn out to be a devil?.
Michael Ani left heartbroken as
head of FEDECO. So also Justice
Ovie Whiskey, Adadogo Jack, Abel
Guobadia and every other one of
them anyone can remember. Is
the trouble in the nature ofeach of
these gentlemen or in our stars?”
he asked.

Onojasaid election rigging was
a manifestation of social crisisand
its solution should begin by look-
ing at the society itselfand the des-
peration of politicians to debase
the electoral system.

out ofcontext deliberately,” Gana
said.

He said all Nigerians were free
to offer themselves to serve the
nation in whatever position they
so wish to without being abused
and IBB5% case should not be an
exception.



Insicke Politics
How to achieve credible
elections, by Murtala Aliyu

MALAM Murtala Aliyu, former minister of state for power, isout
to contestfor governorofGombe State in 2011. He soughtfor
the PDP'sgovernorship ticket in 2003 but lostto the present
governor.Whatare his plansto avoid failure this time? What
should Gombe people expect if he makes it to the government
house? How does he seethe national political scene as2011
approaches? Malam Murtala speaks on these and other issues

By Suleiman M. Bisaila

k THAT doyouthinkofthe

1 /V  coming 2011 elections

V » inthelightofthe politi-
cal currents across the country?

The truth is that weve gone
through some experiments in the
last few years since we took over
power from the military. There may
have been lapses but we expect that
overaperiod oftime, such problems
will be corrected Actually, the elec-
tion 0f2007 dampened the hope of
Nigerians. | am a member of the
PDP and everybody knows that
internal democracy even within the
party was weak. Everybody knows
that the convention where Umaru
Yaradua emerged as candidate and
GoodluckJonathan emergedasrun-
ning mate was premeditated That
laid aweak foundation forthe politi-
cal system. So what we require now
isto have acredible system wherethe
peoplesvote will count.

The way | look at 2011 is that
the political structure is weak and
may even get weaker because all
the opposition parties have either
collapsed or are on their way to col-
lapsing. Again, the ruling party has
so much internal tension that at the
end ofthe day we might face some
factionalisation. We do not hope so,
but ifany unfairness raises its ugly
head again like itdid in 2007, people
might leaveto where theywillgoand
contest election.

But my hope is that a credible
system will be putin place to ensure
the emergence of credible candi-
dates. On the other hand, our insti-
tutions havebecomeweak, therefore
we need some strong personalities
to come in and strengthen them
in order to give governance some
meaning. So we need candidates
with a certain level of focus, experi-
ence and patriotism to putup forthe
election in 2011.

T he PDP earlier said its
presidential ticket will
remain in the north in

2011 but there are certain groups
even from the north that are urg-
ing Acting President Jonathan to
contesttheelection. Doyouseethe
presidencyasamajorthreatto the
PDP in the next election?

Honestly it is. In the first place
the issue of rotation is just an
arrangement that was introduced
to calm some nerves at a certain
time in the political history of the
country. | personally dont believe
in rotation. As a country, we should
be bold enough to elect a candidate
that has the capacity and enjoys the
confidence ofNigerians. Itisapoliti-
calto localise certain political offices
to some locations in the country. |
think everyone should be given the
opportunity to contest for any office
ofhis choice provided that he meets
the constitutional requirement Even
the vice president can contest ifhe
wishes, ifat the end ofthe day he is

in this interview in Abuja.

ableto reach outto all comers ofthe
country and win the support ofdel-
egateswithout coercion oranything,
thats fine. But | think there should
be no specific arrangement to make
him continue or give advantage to
any specific candidate. Like | said,
the issue of zoning to the north or
south was a transitional arrange-
ment and should not be something
that will be made permanent in our
national politics.

T here is this feeling in
Gombe State that you
want to contest the gov-

ernorship election. How correct is
that?

It is quite correct. In 2003, |
attempted and wentup to the level of
party primariesbutasitwere, Ididnt
emerge as candidate. However, |
remained a loyal member of the
party and contributed immensely
to its development as well as to the
emergence ofthe PDP government
in the state. Again some people will
say | have been quiet Ofcourse lam
not in the opposition and when my
party is in government, there is no
need for me to start causing disaf-
fectionjustbecause I lostthe prima-
ries. People may also ask why I am
notparticipatingin government, but
Itellthem thatitisthe personwho is
in government that invitesyou ifhe
needs your input. Ifhe doesnt, you
wish him well. Soasyou have heard,
lam interested In fact | am notjust
interested, | am planning to run. In
fact, | am planning to putall ingre-
dientsthatwillthrow up acandidate
foran election.

B ut people have been
looking at Governor
Danjuma Goje as some-

one who would ultimately decide
on his successor. Is the political
space in Gombe comfortable for
you to run?

Notjust Goje, | dont need any-
body3’ approval to vie for an office.
For instance, if Goje says he has
a candidate for the governorship
election, I will call that very unwise
because he wasnt the candidate
ofthe previous governor. | believe
that God in his wisdom will throw
up the person that will be governor
in Gombe State. | have no problem
withsomebody indicatinginterest |
also have no problem with the gov-
ernor inclining towards a particular
candidate, but | think that should not
affectthe aspiration ofothers. I don
intend to go and lobby the governor
tobehiscandidate but I intend to go
and meet him to express my interest

like 1 will meet any other influential
person in Gombe State. | know that
there are talks about certain people
being the governors candidates, but
thatwill not deter me at all. And as
a partially experienced politician, |
know how to get my way through.

f some people are already

being touted as the gover-

nor’s candidates, do you
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think you will get a level playing

fieldto pursueyouraspiration?

The political space has to adjust
now because the whole world is
looking at Nigeria and they are not
justgoing to look at the presidential
electionalonebutall levelsin viewof
the kind ofthing the governors do at
alllevels. From the local government
level to all levels there is interference
by the governors, and this cuts across
all the political parties, notjust my
party. However, they are not all the
same; there are some thatare more
reasonable. Inanycase Idontseeany
problem now because by the timewe
getto the election I believe the situa-
tion will not be the same as it is now.

But a word for the governors:
We all know from experience that
some governors threw up certain
candidates who eventually made it
as governors but that did not stop
problems. | know at least one gov-
ernor in the South East where the
governor influenced the emergence
ofhis bother in-law as governor but
he cant go to the state now. | know
ofa state in the North West where
the governor forced his friend as
candidate and they are now at dag-
gers drawn. | know another state in
the North central where somebody
forced in a candidate who became
governor and they are now at dag-
gers drawn. | know another state
in the South West...in fact one can
give coundess examples where peo-
ple pushed for certain candidates
and at the end ofthe day there are
problems.

Actually in my state, former
Vice President Atiku was hundred
per centbehind Goje in 2003 butin
2007hecouldnotevengoto Gombe
to campaign because the politi-
cal calculations had changed. So |
will advise that a level playing field
be allowed to throw up our leaders
in 2011. You know what happened
in Ghana, Rawlings vehemently
opposed Kufour but when Kufour
became president, Rawlings was
moving freely in Ghana and cam-
paigning for the opposition, and
now the opposition has won the
election. Soyou never knowwhether

MALAM Murtala Aliyu

itisthe man you are opposing that
will give you enough space and not
to seeyou asathreat

W hatareyou going to

do that is different

fromwhat Goje and
previous governors have done in
Gombe?

I must admit that the current
governor has laid the ground for
infrastructural development Quite
a number ofroads have been con-
structed and there is a functional
airport now. What we need is to
expand this but more importantly
we are going to tackle the area of
educationandjob creation. No soci-
ety can advance without giving due
recognition to education. Goje has
setup a university which iscertainly
verygood, in factwhen compared to
other state universities, itiscertainly
agood university. But the problem
is that primary and secondary
education is still at very low ebb.
And with alow human develop-
ment index, education should be
the target of any serious govern-
ment. So quality education will
be the strong point of my entry.
Ournextmajoragendawill be the
issue of job creation. You know
Gombe has notoriety for the
Yankalare group. Quite anumber
ofyouths are unemployed so we
have to expand the job space and
make effort to empower people,
especially the masses in our soci-
ety. By these we will expand small
and medium scale industry in the
state that will engage our youths.
Ifevery state in the country will
look inward to develop its tax
system and revenue generation
capacity, and so on, it will prob-
ably be better than some small
countries in Africa. So my think-

ing is that Gombe is a small state
of only 11 local governments
therefore we should be able to
push the frontiers across to make
the people participate actively in
activities that will make them self
sustaining.

F  ormer military presi-
dent Ibrahim Babang-
ida’s declaration for

the presidential race has elic-
ited protests in some quarters.
As someone who is close to him,
how do you look at his project?

Thatisasign ofagood project.

Any project that does not have
opposition at the take off is not
worth its objectives. IBB has been
a personality that has been under
attack all through his public life.
So if he expects that he comes
out to contest the presidency and
there will be no such attacks, he
might be underestimating the
political environment. | have
had some personal discussions
with him and I think he has a
lot to offer. So I think he him-
selfshould be more interested in
throwing up what he has to offer
and nothis sins ofthe past, ifthere
are any. But all the criticisms that
are coming up are things that he
should expect. | will not speak on
his behalf but he personally told
me that Nigerian institutions have
to be strengthened. He has the feel-
ing that because ofthe collapse of
our institutions, quite anumber of
things are going wrong. But when
the state isstrong and effective, you
will be able to carry out policies,
and you will find oufthat people
will go about their activities-with-
out hindrances. In any case from
my discussion with him, the least
ofhis problems is all these attacks.
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COMMENTS ON THE RECENT MEETING BETWEEN UAW AND ACF LEADERS

wish to convey my pleasure at the report published In the

| media that ACF has played hostto some ljaw leaders from

| the South-South who were on a mission to rob minds with

the leaders of the organization, i welcome this development; |

believe through such meetings mutual understanding and

respect can be promoted. Moreover, since we all belong to the

same nation, the morewe engage in dialogue with one another

to exchange views and ideas the more we promote better
understanding among our people and enhance their unity.

When Iresigned from the ACF, Imade Itclear thatthatdecision
would notaffectmy commitment to promoting the Interestofmy
people at all times, At the time | was an active member of the
Northern Union, i served as co-chairman of the Joint
Committee set up by the Northern Union and South-South
Elders Forum to work out modalities forthe promotion ofbetter
understanding and cementing of unity between our two
peoples.

Also, during the last presidential electioneering campaign, the
two groups advocated for the Presidency to be zoned to their
respective geo-political areas, and after the POP Convention
nominated Alhaji Umaru Musa Yar*adua as its presidential
candidate, who, in turn, nominated Dr Goodluck Jonathan as
his running mate, members of the two organizations jointly
celebrated the outcome with commitment to work together for
the success of the new administration in the overall interestof
the people ofNigeria.

However, the events that have been taking place since
President Yar*adua became H have created crisis of
confidence in the minds ofa considerable number of people in
the North in particular and Nigeria at large on the intention of
the Vice President and people around him on the relationship
between him and his boss. President Umaru Musa 'Yaradua,
There is a feeling that instead erf people dose to the Vice
Presidentshowing sympathy and compassion for the condition
of the President they are engaged in illegal and
unconstitutional maneuverirtgs aimed at using the temporary
absence of Umaru Yaradua from office to liquidate his
Presidency by using methods that clearly not legal or
constitutional so as to install Dr. Goodluck Jonathan as the
substantive President for the country for the rest of the
remaining period of the Yaradua administration and probably
beyond.

Unfortunately, the Vice President himself did not help matters
by keeping mute on the face ofthose obvious manifestations of
what looked like betrayal and attempted treachery. Decency
dictates that when some mischievous people ostensibly
sympathetic to the Vice President started the campaign to
undermine the authority of President Umaru Musa Yar'adua
under the pretext that the Presidentdid not handover power of
running the affairs of the country to the Vice President, Dr
Goodluck Jonathan, fully aware that Shatwas notthe case, did
not come out in (he open to dispel those allegations and
sanction their perpetrators. Undoubtedly, (hat situation has
created a tot of bad blood and concern among many patriotic
Nigerians who viewed the development as a manifestation erf
betrayal ofthe trustofthe Presidentand open disloyalty to him.

Be that as it may, | decided to comment on the visit of the ljaw
leaders to their counterparts of the ACF in order to correctan
erroneous impression created by some passages in the
statement credited to the leader of the ljaw delegation,
particularly where he claimed that the alliance between the
Niger Delta Congress and She NPC after 1959 Federal
Elections was responsible for toe latter to have a national
character, which it was lacking, and that it was that Alliance
which paved the way for the NPC to form toe federal
government at that time and, consequently, made it possible
for the British to agree to grant independence to Nigeria, in
1960, This assertion Is definitely not correct and needed to be
refeted.

First, Iwould like to pointthat | had neverbeen a member oftoe
Northern Peoples* Congress NPC. in feet | was a leading
member of its principal opposition party at that time, the
Northern Elements Progressive Union NEPU, and)was in that
party for 15 outofits 16 years ofexistence and remained in the
party up to toe time when the military took over power in the
country following 1966 coup d'etat. | was. nevertheless, an
active player in toe political life of the country at that particular
time, being toe National Publicity Secretary of the opposition
party to the NPC, the NEPU. It is clear that in making tots
explanation therefore, | am not guided by any ulterior motive
since |was nevera member ofthe NPC and have no cause to
depend toe party. My reaction is purely guided by the desire to
tell toe truth in order to puttoe record straight In toe interest of
the youngergenerations, including, probably, toe leader of toe
llaw National Congress who from all indications was himself
not an active player in the events leading to toe alliance
between toe Niger Delta Congress and toe NPC, If what Is
happening in toe country today can be brought to toe attention
of Chief Dappa Siriye, | believe his mind wilt be bleeding for
what toe people he left behind are doing to destroy what he
spent almost his entire life time to bring about, toe unity and
understanding between toe minorities in toe South-south and
toe people oftoe North.

The decision to grant Nigeria independence by Britain was
reached between Nigerian leaders and toe British Government
during the 1957/58 Nigerian Constitutional Conference. The
1959 federal election was part of the programme of events
lined up to precede toe granting of the independence.
Appointment of the Witlinck Commission to look into the fears
expressed by toe minorities during that Conference was also
one of such issues the British wanted to be sorted out before
the attainmentofindependence fortoe country

The 1959 election to the House erf Representatives was

BY TANKO YAKASAI, OFR

intended notonly to produce a political party that wilt form toe
pre-independence government at toe Federal level to which
toe British will entrust toe running of the affairs of independent
Nigeria, itwas also intended to ensure that Nigerian electorate
have demonstrated their approval of and support for toe
attainment erf Nigerian independence. Accordingly, 1959
election to toe House of Representatives was held in toe latter
part ef toe year. The membership of toe House of
Representatives was made up of 312 seats. The result of the
election gave toe following state oftoe parties;

1. Northern People Congress NPC got 134 seats
2. NCNC/NEPU Alliance got 88 seats
3. Action Group/UMBCAXiance got 73 seats
4. Othersgot 16 seats

Outofthe 16 seats won by other parties, NEPU won 8 and the
Niger Delta Congress NDC won only 1 seatand toe restwentto
toe others such as Dynamic Party led by Prof, Chike Obiand
anotherfaction oftoe Niger Delta Congress led by ChiefJames
Otobowhichwas allied to the ActionGroup.

When the result of the election was finally announced, no
single party was able to secure an overall majority effmore than
50 percent of toe total membership ofthe House to be able to
form the Federal Government on its own. Party leaders,
therefore, embarked on negotiations for the formation erf a
coalition government. After series of discussions, NPC and
NCNC agreed to enter into alliance and form the government
together The resulterfthat agreement was that toe two parties
were able to come outwith a total of 223 seats out ofthe total of
312 seats, thus giving the Alliance a majority of67 seats.

It is therefore not true for anybody to say that toe Niger Delta
Congress which had wom only one seat from toe east in the
election could give the NPC toe number of seats it needed to
form the government on its own much less to give toe party a
national character as claimed by toe leaderofthe ljaw National
Congress

It is instructive to note that although toe Niger Delta Congress
wononly one seatinthe 1959 federal election, its only Member
of Pariiament late Melfold Okiio was made a Parliamentary
Secretary by Abubakar Tafawa Baiewa, which, in my opinion,
was an act of benevolence on the part of toe NPC, it was,
therefore, toe Niger Delta Congress that benefited more, not
toe NPC, in that relationship as it could be seen that with toe
alliance concluded between toe NPC and the NCNC, NPC did
notneed the single seatoftoe Niger Delta Congressto form toe
Federal Government at that lime. In toe federal gdvernment
formed by toe NPC and NCNC, indigenes from Niger Delta
received more than toeir due share of patronage. Chief Festus
Okotie-Eboh was made the Chancellorofthe Exchequerand a
virtual deputy Prime Minister, while Dr. Clement Isong another
indigene erf Niger Delta became the Governor of toe Central
Bank of Nigeria, CBN. in addition, Dr. Eyo Esua also from
former Calabar Province nowAkwa Ibom State was appointed
toe first indigenous Chairman ef toe Federal Electoral
Commission in 1964,

While itis true that during toe 1979 presidential election, three
Southern minority states namely Cross River, Rivers and
Bendel gave Alhaji Shehu Shagari toe NPN Presidential
candidate the mandatory required percentage of votes which
have contributed to his success in toe election, the people erf
toe area were well compensated for that support when the
party formed the Federal Government. After Shagari was
sworn in as toe first Executive President of Nigeria, he
appointed indigenes ofthe Niger Delta to run key government
ministries. Few example, Victor Masi from Rivers State was
appointed minister of finance, white Professor Sunday Esang
from Cross River was made minister erf works; Professor
Emmanuel Osamor was appointed minister of police affairs
and Chief Patrick Botoko was made junior minister in toe
ministry of Foreign Affairs, toe two were from toe then Bendel
state intoe NigerDelta. In addition. Chief Horatio Ggedah from
Rivers State oftoe NigerDelia area was made chairman erftoe
Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), This is
apartfrom toe third highest ranking position in the country (toe
Senate Presidency) which was occupied at that time by art
indigene of Cross Rivers State also from NigerDelta area.

That was not all; toe friendly relation that existed between toe
people of the South-South and toe North was largely
responsible for toe southern minorities to achieve set!
determination through toe creation ofmany states in toeirarea
before and during the military era. The states created include
Midwest (now Edo) from toe Niger Delta area created by toe
government of Sir Abubakar Tafawa Baiewa; Cross River and
Rivers states also from toe same Niger Delta area created by
toe administration erf General Yakubu Gowon; Akwa Ibom and
Delta states created by toe government erf General Ibrahim
Badamasi Babangida and Bayetea state by toe administration
of General Sani Afoacha all of them in toe southern minority
area.

Indigenes of toe Niger Delta played prominent roles in many
aspects of public Hfe of our nation fngovernments headed by
Northerners.The role played by people from Niger Delta in the
field of diplomacy was significant. One recalls prominent
people like Ambassador Joe lyala from Rivers State who
raised toe banner of our nation aloft when he was toe
Permanent Representative in the United Nation. His high
profile role in toe United Nations was repeated by
Ambassador.... Clark and Ambassador Leslie Harriman both
from toe presentday Delta State.

Ambassador Dob Edwin also an indigene of the Niger Delta
area was one of toe leading figures who left toeir mark in our
foreign service, to toe field of bureaucracy people from toe
Niger Delta area were notleftout. The first Nigerian to hold toe
office of the Chief Secretary to the Federal Government after
British haneted over power to Nigeria was Mr. Way himself

an indigene erftoe Niger Delta. The second Nigerian to hold
that exalted office was Chief... llewere who became the
Secretary to toe Federal government and Head of Service
during toe administration of General Gowon. Leading figures in
toe civil service who were given the unofficial titte of Super
Permanent Secretaries and who were very influential during
Gowon administration were indigene oftoe Niger Delta. They
include Alison Ayida who held toe position of toe Permanent
Secretary, Federal Ministry of Finance and later on became
Secretary to the Government erf toe Federation and Head of
Service also during General Gowon administration, Chief
Philip Astodu from Delta State and  Obong from old Cross
River state. Other Indigenes erftoe Niger Delta who served as
Secretaries to the Government of toe Federation in
administrations headed by Northerners were Chief ljewuche
and ChiefGray longe.

to toe field of military service indigenes of toe Niger Delta area
also played prominentroles in toe affairs of the country. Such
officers include people like Admiral Akinwale Way, toe first
Chief of Staff Supreme Headquarters and Brigadier General
Ekpo who stepped into toe shoes of Admiral Way; General
David Ejoor who served as the first Military Governor of the
defunct Midwest before toe region was overrun by toe Biafran
serfdiersand who laterbecame toe Chiefof Staff Nigerian Army.
Others are General John Obada, Admiral ABtoomo, Brigadier
General Jacob Esuene, General George Innih, Bridaier
General George Kurubo, Brigadier General Samuel
Ogbumudia and Admiral MikeAkhsbe

According to some figures recently published in a number of
newspapers ofan article written by Alhaji Adamu Wazirin Fika,
relationship between toe North and the Niger Delta area dated
back to toe colonial era when the North was over forty years
was subsidising toe budgets of Eastern Region where most
southern minorities are located,

The important lesson people from toe Sooth-South geo-
political zone can learn is that good and cordial relation
between them and the people of the Norto is the only
assurance for them to receive their fair share in toe scheme erff
things in Nigeria. Any crises of confidence between them will
never be in their best interest We do not need a political
scientist to toil us what toe situation will took like whenever the
Norto is made to team up with the South-westor South-east It
will be foolish cfanybody from that Niger Delta area to embark
on any action that will damage toe confidence and the special
relationship that were built over the years on account of a
temporary advantage.

Itis disheartening to those erfus who watch with admiration and
contributed to the steady development of cordial relationship
between toe people erf the North and toeir compatriots from
NigerDelta area overtoe years to find thatthat achievementis
being undermined by a shortsighted Neo-Cabal that is holding
Wee President Goodluck Jonathan hostage. The legacy oftoe
achievements resulting from the team work and cooperation
which started with Tafawa Baiewa and Chief Festus Okotie-
Eboh and which was maintained and developed by successive
leaders from toe North as it happened between General
Yakubu Gowon and Aetmiral Akinwale Way as well as Brigadier
Ekpo; General Ibrahim Babangida and Admiral Aikhomo; and
General Abdussalami Abubakar and Admiral Mike Akhibe is
being destroyed In toe last few months since Yaradua's
indispositton due, mainly, to toe inordinate ambitions erf few
inefivsdualsfrom toe Niger Delta area.

When Chief Dappa Birrye thought of allying Ns people with
Northerners he did so with toe clear vision in his mind that it is
only through such a relationship that southern minority could
ejceupy toe highest position in Nigeria in a democratic
dispensation His vision came closer to becoming a reality
when an ljawman from among toe southern minority elements
was chosen as Vice Presidentwhich opens the vista that soon
such a person could be elected as President of toe Federal
Republic of Nigeria on his own merit. But from toe way some
people around toe Vice President are behaving today, that
goodwill generated over toe years seems to be on toe way to
destruction overnight, if care is not token. There cannot be a
possibility ofan ljawman becoming either the Presidentorvice
President in a democratic Nigeria with an Iboman as his mate.
Similarly, there cannerf be an ljawman becoming President or
vice President of Nigeria with a Yorubaman as his mate. Ail
sensible people are aware of this fact. No amount ef
maneuvering by Tony Blair or George Walker Bush and
ConeJoleezza Woe can change this fundamental reality of this
situation in a democratic Nigeria. The only way of achieving
that is through building mutual trust and confidence between
toe Norto and toe people of the Sooth-south Betrayal and
treachery can only succeed for a while, but not for all times.
Luckily, there are multitudes of patriotic people with foresightin
the South-south who are alive to this reality and who are still
working hard to restore confidence and cultivate much needed
goodwill. The misguided ones among them are a tiny minority.
With people like Dr. J. S. Wayas, John Oyegun. Gen. John
Obeda, Timpiri Sylva. Rotimi AmeacN, Dr. Afobuche, Dr. M. T.
Akobo, Or, Peter Odili, ChiefLulu Briggs. Bassey Ekpo Bassey,
Clement Ebri. Anthony Ant, Adam Ashinmole, JohnUdoh, Uffot
Ekaete. James food. Tony Aniene and a host of others still
alive, allisnotlost

| therefore hope that the visit of toe ljaw leaders to toe
leadership of toe Arewa Consultative Forum, ACF, was

motivated by sincere and genuine desire to regenerate
goodwill and better understanding; and not for deceit and

Long livetoe Federal RepublicofNigeria,

3. A.Tanko Yakasal. OFR
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The Chairman and Members Board of Trustees ofthe Cargo Defence Fund
invite Stakeholders in the Shipping Industry to the

The Cargo Defence Fund is a Public- Private Synergy for assistance to Importers and
Exporters in the pursuit of their Claims Recoveries and Legal Remedies.

Alhaji Bashir M. Borodo MFR
President, Manufacturers Association of Nigeria

> What Nigeria is losing due to abandonment of legitimate

Cargo Claims

Dr. K.E. Usoh, Former Managing Director, Nigerian Shippers' Council

Discussants
Mr. Romeo V. Barberopoulous MFR,

0 Chairman M.A.N Export Promotion Group: Economic View
Mr. Chid! ilogu

0 Principal Counsel, Foundation Chambers: Legal View

> Benefits ofthe Cargo Defence Fund

Ms A.N.Ogo, Secretary, Cargo Defence Fund

Wednesday 28th April, 2010
Venue: Sheraton Hotel (The Club), Ikeja, Lagos

Time 10.00 am

For more information;

Mr. Philip Eduwa Mrs. Ala Dublin-Green
0803 313 6466 0803 718 2037
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DADAWUR DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE

The? Public & hens&y mrm4,

R i T
mm mmmte*m 10f1900 partc #fm rmmtm w m$m&smm$ 1S90
{Mamended)eapC20LFN2004
TH# Trusteesam;
1. Alhaji&a?a Satihu Outs© 2 Aibap Jamilu 8asifu Sarara* (TuralOB Dutse)
3.A&# KkfcsmM (fRK&s&aB Dut&«)
4,:Rev UmarQgs&gDtrtss
SAihajtAitM ~)» i
? Alhaji Daniam. $ Nafcnu
9.AlhajiMustaefta Y aki&y MadoQi
Mtmartd <3olecth 2«
1 ini&ate poverty a&avia&jA pw smms® in >3 D ccmral wieis!gitoyinB*& arsd

$.AihaiiSateAfe&ifeN p*g)
& AlhajiwadaMoNmmwd Tyfcyr
tCMAlhajs Osaka KAdwnu

2,to SMurag®© cjorwnunity partkspMon and sSsmterd of

papUce®
3: Totmm*and sammunSiyte e «$«*(*$programs
A»y objects &tN? "iajrate” shouia Mtha fceQfctrar Ognafg,
Corporate HOG 420 T"ss Cfcwowl o f Aouiyi kor*sistreet
Ms'na?naAbuja,W&mZSdaySOfm&JublicationA

S|
Alhaft £&fta S&UK*

GENTItE FOR THE ADVOCAC* OF JUSTICE AND RIGHTS

This « to notifythe geoerail publicmatthe above - named orgawzatioh

has applied to She Corporate Affairs Commission to be registered

under Part C oftins Companies and Allied Matters Acf 5900.

THE TRUSTEES ARE:
Prof.DatesCJ,N w
Dr, Tt>rL«ap«i
Mrs.Sarah R. Gchekpe
SantlbnS ate «

2. Prof. ESanibi Atemska
4, Dr, RahilaP.Sowoft
6, Hajla issMusa
Bl s VRne Bl

AIMSAMDOBJECTIVES
1 Toadvocate for She respect, protection and promote! of lwnan
rights of all Nigerian,
2. Toadvocateforan impfovedjustioe system in Nigeria.
3. Toeducate Ntgefians on their fundamental human rights
4. Tocarry' outeMe education to* the promotionofdemocracy, rute
of law, accountability and good governance,
5. Tocarry outempowermentprogrammes foryouthand women.
Any objection to the registration should be directed to We Registrar -
General, Corporate Affairs ComrRissfon, Abuja within 28 days of this
publication.
Signed:
Akin Omoware Esq

WOMEN INITIATIVE FOB SUSTAINABLE DEMOCRACY

The general public is hereby notified that the above named
organization has applied to the Corporate Affairs commission for
registralion under part"C* ofthe Companiesand Wiled Matters Act No,
1of 1990.

THE TRUSTEES ARE:

1. QnyekwelsjJoseph

1. SiMoioAnitiony

. RorenceAdaoma Dedibe Nwoyeocha

Ike Edith

Ikechufewu Itoesfu

AbdulaW Yonti Totoys

JohnAhetor

AIMSANO OBJECTIVES:

1. Tofosteraplater partidpationofwomen in N”~erian politics.

2, To(wganize forum where ideas are submitted towards susstenabte
democracy tn

~ouhw

toy ejection to the regisSraSon shwW Setorwanfed to the Regisirar-
Generai Corporate Affairs Commission, Rot 420 Tigris Crescent
Aguiyio Ironsi Street, MaitamaAbuja, wittsn 28 days of Ibis publication.
Signed:
Secretary

INTIATIVE 3B FOVEBTY ALBVIATION SHD YOUTHEVPOAEBVENT

The general puWic is hereby reosiied that the above ramed foundation
has apipSed to Corporate affairs oawrrssslon Abuja for regtebatran under
partc ofthe company and alSed Matters Act 1990.

Trusteesare=

MrOknesi Marts Dumbar

Mr.CtossKiwtlitifSbanga

Mrs Sofia Sagay

Mrs OHisest Adewale Rahman

Miw<»usssiAdebimbeRamat

6. MrBelloOpeyerw Mensah Felix

AIMSAND OBJECTIVES

1. Alleviation of poverty though wisitKing the youth of their available
opputunities

2. Tocaterforthe welfare of youthswomen and needy in relation to their
educational development

3. To do alf such other lawful Wrsgs a® may be considered to be
inscitSiWsl or eondudve lo the attainment of The above ofcjeets e* any of
them.

Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the registrar
general corporate aSairs commission plot 420 Tigris Cresent off Agayi
Isonsi Street PMB198 MaitamaAbujawithin28 days of »iis publication

Signed
Wale Otusesi Esq

AP WONE

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

This is to inform the general public
that the orignal C OF O of one MR
DANIEL BAKO ZUYA "M" of central
bank of nigeria ( CBN) Abuja, said his
certificate of occupancy of his land in
bauchi is missing, please efforts to
trace the C OF O proved abortive.
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LOSS OF DOCUMENT

This is to notify the general public the loss of
certificate of occupancy in respect of plot No.
80/8701 located at Damboa Road, Maiduguri.
Belonging to Aihaji Alkali Kolo *M' of kasuwan
Shanu ward Maiduguri is declared missing. All effort
made to trace the missing document prove abortive if
found return to the nearest police station or called the
undersigned.

08033873433

Alhaji Alkali Koto
Forthe family

BELIEVERS LIBERATION ASSEMBLY

This is to inform me general public that the above named
Association has applied for registration under part ¢ of the
Companiesarsd Allied Matters Act 1990.

The Trustees are.

1, ProphetPrince Andrew Oboogha Chairman

2, Pastor Mrs,AnnObonga Member

3, Sister Pauline Nkeehi Ubosi Member

4, BrotherJoseph Obas* Member

5, Mary Saris!

1, ToTeachand preachthegospel ofour LordJesus Christto all

2. To help in the promotion of quality education through She
establishmentofschools/institution,

3. Tohelpinthe prevention and cure of sickness and Diseases
e.t.c

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the
registrar General Corporate Affairs Commission , Maitama ,
Abuja,within 28daysfrom this Publication.

Signed
Prophet Prince Andrew Obongha,

MIEMOMSE:., ¢ N RS

Ty
Nofice is hereby given (hat, the above named associates has appliedto the
corporate after commission, Abuja fer und«? part ‘c" of me
companies and ali«dm«tte>sect{camajna 10J 1990.
THETRUSTEESAf?

1, MrWutamaB. Samba

2. Pro«ec«)rMus*Aiabe

3, Or.A&ubakrS.Siya

4. AaiAtxfelKadirAyuba

8, IbrahimMuhammed iawolons
e, jibrinHarufWw: Jakurto

7. \Ahma”*KangadiMi*pha

8. MrsHauwaA. Geji

§, Aih.Suka’Kime

*sm m o OBJECTIVES

1, ToW ig together membewofthe association witha view to fostering unity
amonssimem.

2. Tocater forthe needsof membersinany M | manner,

3 Toawaken members to observe their civic nghss inshe developmentofme

Chaitwart
Member

Secretary

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded lo the Registrar-
Genefsjl. Corporate Affairs Cemmissson, Abuja i* n 28 days of this

Signed: Alh. Sukar Kime {Apolto}
Sscriry CB03B12W5

The j"ner* p u « is heresy ncstifled that tie above named Initiative has
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under pa#t C of
tf» CompaniesandAllied Matters A dof1990.

TRUSTEESARE:

1,Evens. Uvsng Stone Chu»swumesili
3,Rev, Jo>tm U”oou Ewee
S.Mr.KennattOgumMeju
?2.Mr,N»t»uHe®y

2 ftev. Dr Terrai.Chute Okwa
4ite, CteMww Pibeii

$.Mr. Stanley CMsabata
S.ewr.UmarSetoMagap

Aim m o OBJECTIVES:

1.Tocreate a torvsmthrough which membere can WQamze shemsefws and
speak  with one voice.

2.To augmenf the ©Rods oftie govemsaenil towards enhancing evertasting
peace,unityand progress inlhs N”er Deltaarid by ejstertstas m Njgarla.
3.Tocr te arsa«««s tojustloein (het~er O«te * a means tot pttsrsoitoh
and protecSng Sherights ofdttzarx {Klhsnthe NigerM e mgksn.

Any o"eate to the wgssMeo sttoi*) b® forwarded lo the R”istra*
G®n®«, Corporate Affairs Commission Plot 42B Tigris Cresseenl. o« Agt%1
IronsiStaet, MaitamaAbuja, within 28 days of this publication.

8HEHU UTHtIAN ABDULLAH!, ESQ
08032912810

ADAMAWA AWARENESS FOUNDATION

The general public is hereby rtoHfed tot She above named
Association has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for
replacement and/or appointment of additional trustees under
part “C ofthe CompandsanciAllied Matters Act. 1990
OU>TRUSTEES:

1, Aihaji Njidda MgeiSaWeceased}

2. Alhaji BubaYerima (resign)

NEWTRUSTEES;

1. Alhaji {Dr.JMuhammadu BarttWoAllyu Musdafa
2. Afhaji Musa Bubakari Kamale

3. ChiefLawrence Nijaie

4. Aihaji Tjljam MaKsha

Any Ejection to the registration of the above replacement and
for appointment ot additional trustees should be forwarded to
the Registrar General, Corporate Affaire Commisson, plot 420,
Tigris crescent, off Aguiyi Irons! street, Abuja, within 28 days of
thispubiicalsori.
SIGNED:
ALKAKI & GURIN
LEGAL PRACTITIONERS

CHANGE OF NAME

i formerly known as MUSA ABDULKARIM now to be
called MUSA ABDULKARIM HARUNA Al former
documents remain valid. D6 LARFEL SECONDARY
SCHOOL KANO and general pubik: note.

| formerly HAFSAT IBRAHIM ZUBAIRU now wish to be
called MRS. HAFSAT IBRAHIM ZUBAIRU. All former
documents remain valid NYSC and general public to note.

i formerly called BABAYO ALIYU now wish to be called
BABAYO ALIYU SHANGO. Ail documents remained
valid. FCE {Technical) Potiskum and the public to note

I formerly called MISS GLADYS IFEOMA
ONWUASOANYA now wish to be called MRS GLADYS
IFEOMA OKOYE, AIll documents remained valid.
University of Maiduguri, NYSC and the publicto note.

I, formerly MISS, ADEWALE TEMILADE LYDIA, Now
wish to be known as MRS, IDOWU TEMILADE LYDIA.AIl
formal documents remain valid, ICT Unit, Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria are) general public note.

I, formerly known and addressed as MISS ONOVO
BENEDETH CHINENYE, now wish to be called as MRS
ARUM CHINENYE BENEDETH FORTUNE. All former
documents remain valid. General public take note.

I, formerly known and addressed as MISS FAIMO
NYITAMEN, now wish lo be addressed as MRS FAIMO
MOSES ABE. ASlformer documents remain valid. General
public take note.

I, formerly MISS JENNIFER EJEOMA NNAJI now wish to
be known as MRS. JENNIFER EJEOMA SYLVESTER.
Fourier documents remain valid. WAEC. NVR1 Vom and
the general publicto take note

i, formerly known as KAZEEM ADEKUNLE FATTAH, ftow
QASSIM ABDULFATTAH and general public take note,

I, formerly MISS SHAFA’ATU LAWAL now wish to be
known and addressed as MRS SHAFA’ATU
SURAJUDEEN SALAWU All former documents remain
valid. NYSC and general publictake note.

I, formerly RUKAYYA ABUBAKAR now MRS RUKAYYA
ABUBAKAR MUKHTAR, Former documents remain
valid. NYSC and general publicto note.

Fomterly MISS BETTY CHARLES UBA now wish to be
called MRS BETTY HYELASINI. All former documents
remain valid, general public should take notice,

Iformerty known as UMAR AHMED ASKIRA, now wish to
addressed as MUSA AHMED ASKIRA, AH former
documents remain valid, Askira'uba Local Government,
Auditdepartmentand general public take note.

Formerly known as MISS VERONICA S. HANYA. now
changed to MRS VERONICA PTIL KAYAM All former
documents remain valid, NYSC and general public take
note.

| former known as MUSA ABUBAKAR now wish to be
known as ALI ABUBAKAR. All former documents remain
valid, general public to take note,

1formerly (mown as HADIZA BUKAR KADAI now wish to
be addressed as HADIZA MOHAMMED All former
documents remain valid, LEA, MMC and general public to
note,

I HAUMA ISA now wish to be known as HALIMA
ABUBAKAR BABAYO, Formerdocuments remain valid .
Yob® Stale Sc and Tech Board and Public note.

Iformerty known as HALIMATU MAMUDA now wish to be
called Mrs HALIMATU MAHMUD, Ail former documents
remain valid, NYSC late note.

| formerly known as ZAINAB JINJIRi DUTSE now wish to
be called as Mrs ZAINAB JINJIRI DUTSE All former
documents remain valid, NYSC and general public to take
note.

| formerly known as LUKA ISHAYA, now wish to be called
as ABUBAKAR YAKUBU , Alt former documents remai!
valid CORPORATE AFFAIRS COMMISSION BAUCHLI.
and public should take note,

I, formerly known as GEORGINA ALOYSIUS
ODENIGBO: now wish to be known as GEORGINA
ONYIGBUO. All former documents remain valid. General
public to note.

| formerly JONATHAN AMADI now wish to be known as
TIMOTHY AMADI. Former documents remain valid.
General public take note, >

Formerly PHARM (MISS) OCHIGBO ELIZABETH AMINA
now to be known as PHARM (MRS) ONMONYA
ELIZABETH OCHANYA. Former documents remain
valid. General public take note.
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NEHEMIA GLOBAL OUTREACH MINISTRY |

Th* gortw-as puS&e » hemby informed that ms atxwe named h*s applied to
the Corporate Affairs Commission, At*ns for fegesraten under PART C of the
companies amiallied mastersact 1990.

1. EVANS (OR). EMC OTCH6R6 CHWRVIAPS
. PASTOR tFUKOft DANIELOSAHEN SECRETARY
APOSUE (DR)JOHNSON MATFALEKWI UJAMS MEMBER

. REV.(MRS) GLADYSBEMFInE

2
3
4. DEACONESSVCTORIAOTCHERE
5
8, HAKEEMAFQIABIAKSYODe

7. APOSTLgJOSHUAMAKANJUOt
MEMBER

ASIMEON -

AIMS AND OBJECTIVEARE:

1.Topreiwhthego#***atow LordJesus Ctwsstm overf»ewodd

2,To esiabiish brsnchBs, fa«Q(*ship and training centres io eresoarer man ana
women*0wanga*!® theword ofGod

3,Towon#up the Lord Mthe beauty of Ha fatne ss and demonstrate His pm ttx By
prophecy,S e « ” and salvation

Any objection to the above repiserafisir* should be forwarded to the Regisear
General, Corporate ARait* Commission, plot450 Tigris CizzctK. Oft Aguyi frossi
Street, Maitama, , AEMaMItfiir. 28 Oays of » « publication.

Signed:
6VAWG (tm >ERIC CTCHERE
CHAIRMAN

PM SKCT HIGH SCHOOL fiBM § IBSBSN OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION

The general public is hereby informed that PROSPECT HIGH
SCHOOL ABANLA IBADAN OLD STUDENTS ASSOCIATION has
applied to the Corporate Altars Conwntsston Abuja for registration
under Part *C* of Companies and ASied Matters Act No, 1 laws of the
Federation 1990,

The Trustees are:

1. Sumfety Babalunde Ogunba

2. ToytnOiufade

3. (ssafcaOlayidePopoola

AIMSAND OBJECTIVE

1, To foster Sove, unity and understanding among all old students of
the school irrespective ofage orcreed,

2, Toservejointly and severally as a source ofinspiration forthe pupils
inattendance at (he school

3, To continuously improve the academic social and cultural status of
ouralma mater

4 To do any other thing that may be incidental to any of the above
objectives.

Any objection to this registration stouSd be forwarded to the Registrar
Getwal. Corporate Affare Commission. Plot420, Tigris Crescent, Off
Agutyi ironst St., Abujawithin 28 days of this publication.

H. O. Akintols Esq. Solicitor

AL-AMRU BILMA ARUF ISLAMIC
GUIDANCE AND COUNSELING CENTRE
The general public is hereby notifying that the above turned
Organisation has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission.
Abuja foe registration under pan 'C of the Comp—if and Allied
Matter At* 1990.

Chairman
-Secretary

1 f>.Sheikh<hhman Anagha
2. MaiLmiAbubakarLgbc
Y HajtyaSaidahC.Okoto
4. Mallam Suhail Sheikh Otitenan

1, Topnopapiie I*iat» wsthw»sd««n

2, To inculcate the spirit of unity and peace among Nigerian
Citizens

3, Toenlighten.Nigewsn Muslim the need far cttucatnon

4, To protect and preserve the right and property of Muslim

Any objection to d*e nejsistmkwt should be forwarded to the
Registmr-CitenerBI Corporate Affairs Commission. plot 420, Tigris
Crescent, off Agirivi troresi Street. Maitama. Abuja wrfhin28 day* o f
thispublication.
Signed:
M unM utf Chamber*

WEEF AFRICAN FOUNDATION FOR WOMEN AND YOUTH

iotfce CorpGrateAlai?5 Conrnssion, Abujafor regisfeaSon uncterf

compass andAam MattersAc* 1990

Th@trustees are:

1,IADY CHgOBATCHCBONAMNWANA

2. CHIEFMRSO0YIHYEMBE

3 CHIEF MRS FATAJCKWU

4. MRSGLQRIAOGBUASU

5. MRSNGOZI0J3

6 MISS CASSANDRANWANA

7.MRSAMASA02UMBA

8 MRSCHIENELOO&AFQR

AIMSANDOBJECTIVEARE:

1To provide reiie? and succor, eradicate poverty, mt?*ate pains and agonies
amdthus upgradethe sfesndsfdoflivingo foutmembers.

2,To ctazte Sha «ac«$sa?y and s 0 nt co«dl6on$ to tem zte Ihe ocommec
mid socialisbsrat®no foufwoman and ehHd?m

Any lotha f&Rwafdsd to

General, ODrporat® Afssrs: Csmmijssso”, plot 420 Tigris Crescs”l O ff Ahays
iromi Streel, Maitama, Axi@within 78 Oays p~ifeation.

Vivian Bosah
Greao FlekJ Solicitors
728 Alexandria Crescent, Wuse OeAbwja

LOSS OF DOCUMENT

This is to inform the general public of the
loss of Original Certificate of Occupancy
with No. NC 2994, Plot No. 3, Road *P on
TPO 463 Barnawa Residential Layout,
Kaduna South, Kaduna State. All efforts
made to trace the missing document
proved abortive. If found, return to the
nearest Police Station or contact
08033143911.
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LOSS OF DOCUMENT

The Cof O ofalanded property at KM 34 Lokoja-
Okehe express way with registration No.
KG1758 dated 1991 belonging to Engr. Joseph
O. Makoju is declared missing on 20th January
2010. A court affidavit and police extract have
been obtained white a certified true copy his also
been collected from land registration Lokoja thus
rendering the original invalidated. Town Planning
Board Lokoja, Land Registration and the general
public take note.

OGSSIAN 70 - 74 SET EDUCATION
EMPOWERMENT FOUNDATION IN NIGERIA

This is to inform the general public that the above named
Foundafion has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission
for registration under pari ¢ of the companies and allied
mattersactNo 10f1990.
Thetrustees are:
1 Godwin Odunze
2.Wereuche Morgan Amadi 3. Akowttndu Nwachokwu
4. Nnadozse Ekeocha S.AmanzeWffiiams
6, Pro*. StanteyAnyanwu  7.Are. EztgpboOkoro
8. Robinson UcheAkujobi 9 GerffreyOnuoha
Aims andobjectives:
1.TounSeold studentof7 0 - 74 set.
Any objection to the registration sho«lti be forwv»ded to 8ie
Registrar-General. Corporate Affairs Commission, 420Tigris
Crescent, offAguiyi Ironsi Street, P.M.B 198. Maitama, Abuja
within twenty-eight 28 days from Shedate ofthis publication.
Signed:
Secretary

PRESBYTERIAN SUCCOUR FOUNDATION

This is to inform the general public that the above named Foundation has
appSedtothe Cor| IporateASajesGamom&on torfegsstraSonwider part XTof Sw
companiesand allied mattersactno. f of t99G

1 Rev IniUfcpuho 21

3. BderEteng ljsang£te«g * Mrs. |

5 Eider Ukagr® Amogu 61

7. Mr.OkuraraUche Kafu &Mrs.MaryEsuabanga

9 Mr OHayOkpawd*

1. Toopen up a window tor engaging inmmstertng reaet to peopie aRtcSeo by

natural disaster, or rendered homefessanddisplaced due tosocial unrest

2. To create opportunit»s tor memtsera of Ihe dhun* to engage in various

mitnistriet outside the lour mass of the church which ~faitrm humanity m Its
-suchas prison ministries, foodbanns., disaster reliefand rehacsfltation

3 Id initiate tha advocacy far gander ~stothalirwtudesest”*ang wwodow
ftvst and minaineringdome”\c violence

4, To create a forum through which the church cart be involved th oonfiict
preventioo and maak&an kithe eounlry.

Any #agi$trag” be fernerck S1®1tfst*
Corporate Aftalrs Con”nisskin, 420 Tigris CresoeRt, zM Aguiy? Street
PML.B 198. Abuja 28 days from #se dale of thi$
pyfeieaBR

MNBh

ANNAS WORLD OUTREACH

Thogeneral pybhejs hesfoy Sea8ss a&ova named organization has
app$es for ite Osfpo#ate As Commissionynd™rhart *G+o f
RCiEBnpanjessBodAMBd INati~Act 1990
THET*USTEES ARE
KAS. EMIMAH O. CHIJIOKE
NO, 26 RUMUOG&ASTREET
CIWAAKTHLLARY
PORTNARCOURT
2. EMMAROMNYALOZIE
NO. OABAPORTHARCOWTEXPf"SSROAD
PORTHARCOURT
S MRSKATECHUIOKE
WO, 28 RUMUOGBASTREET
CIWAARMIARY
portharcourt
AGUAGH5EONO
HO. 7TAWKAETITISTREET
ABA

[

5. fc"S. NOIDi CHUIOKE

F.KA PHASE ft

i,UG»E?ABU{A
Anyobjectionto  repslra®bnsbo”d boforwardedto  Ragisfear Gomsrtti,
CcAffair™* Coramis*on. ptot 420, Tlgm Crasoant, off Agw"
street P.M.B, 196. Maitama, Abuja. Within 28 days ofthis pubfea&on.

MISBAHUL - ISLAM FOUNDATION

TMstsio8sfofyn the*generalpt*ce ssttlie Ax:
to Corporate Main Commessnon for n&giflra&n t"der part c of
compas”sandafliadmattersact No, 10f 1900.
Thetrustee*are:

1. Col HamidAli fRfad® -Chairman

2, MalamAbdur-#Yameft Umar

3 AmajiAoteaMasaRin*

4.Er". AbubakarFan

5 Alhaji Umaru Baba (OFR)

6 Or Maocxte Ibrahim<OON)

7.Arc, Nuhu Ma»fra

8.AJhajiAhmedAfidu Zaria - Secretary

1 » Wa"st mand teiar’c Eduica ot

2. Topromotepesc®. mtty ami progressamong MusSmsand mm MusSmsaiifee.

3.1b providea fowmfar£se pnsmobonof Scse?«» and™ Teehf«

4 TobaUdMoxclua»and promote ihe training of tetan*c Mssionanas.

Any objac™on to t?e registration s&ouki be forwarded to tie R*"rar~&soe*at
Corporate Afairs Comrmssion, 420 Tigeis Crescm| <M Aguiy* Iron® Stre”,

P.M8 19® Maitama, Abuja Mianty-aight 2&daya from trm date of s
piVKkafaQft

Barr. /A. Abduliahf
2uw*b Chianfeers
735 Off

CHANGE OF NAME

i 1, formerty known and caBed SULMAN TAJYE ATOTI, now
wish to be caned SULYMAN TAfWO HASSAN, AU former
documents remain valid. Public shotid take note.

I. formerty known as MISS WOSU CHIKARU GRACE now
wish to be known as MRS OtORUNTOB! CHIKARU
GRACE. Ail former documents remain valid. Diocese of Evo
Anglican Communion and general pubftc take note.

I. formerly SALAMATU ABUBAKAR IBRAHIM now wish to
be known as SALAMATU ILM. DANJUMA Former
documentsreman valid NYSC and general pubiteto note.

I, formerly called GARBA MOH’D now called ABUBAKAR
TANKO MOHAMMAD. All former documents remain valid.
General pobbc take note pfease

I, formerly GODfYAG. SHARK wish to be GODfYA GLADYS
LANSH All former documents remain valid. Concerned
authoritiesto please note

I. formerty known as HELEN MALAME AUDU now to be
known as M IS HELEN VICTOR I. EFUNA All former
documents remain valid- NYSC and the general PubBc
should note.

—

I. formerly known as UOEOZOR NGOZJ MERCY, now wish
to be known as MRS ANOSIKE NGOZI MERCY. ABformer
documents remain valid. General public take note

I, formerly ANGELA AZIBAAWUNA now wish to be known
as MRS. ANGELA AZIBA OKEJEPHA Al former
documents remain va«d. General public note.

I,formerly MISS REBECCA ALFRED, now wish to be known
as MRS REBECCAA.ADAJI. Ail former documents remain
valid.

|, mformerty known as MISS OKPE MARIA now wish lo be
called MARIA SULEIMAN All former documents remain
valid. General public please note.

I, formerty ANDEM EKPENYONG ESUK (MIS) now
NMAKWE ANDEM BLESSING (MRS), Ail former
documents remain valid. General public take note,

I, formerty DR. SJKIRATU KAILANI now wish to be called
DR. SIKIRATU KAILANI-AHMADU All former documents
remain vaBd. The general publictake note,

I, formerty known as MIS HAUWA BABA GUNDE now wish
to be called MRS PHILIP AWAJE TANKO AB former
documents remain vaiid. NYSC and general public take note.

I, formerty known as MiSS ABIOLA BUKOYE ADEWOYE
now wish to be known as MRS ABIOLA TIM-OLADOSU. AH
formerdocuments reman vaiid. General public take note.

I, formerty MISS OGHENEKARO OKPOKURU now wish to
be known as MRS EHIMHEN OGHENEKARO, All former
documentsremain valid General publictake note.

I. formerty SULEMAN TANKO now SULEMAN TANKO
IORtS. All former documents remain valid. PHCN, General
publictakes note.

I, formerly known and caHed ZAINAB TANI ZAKARI now
wish to be called ZAINAB ZAKARI-AWAMI Ait former
documents remain valid, public note please,

I. formerty AISHETU GARBA HASSAN now wish to be
addressed as AISHETU KABIRU LABARAN AB former
documents remain valid. General public take note.

I, formerty NAFISATU SANI TAMBULWA now wish to be
addressed as NAFISATU SANI MOHAMMED. AR former
documents remain valid. General pubhc take note,

I, formerty VICTORIA MUSA NAMAN now wish to be
addressed as MRS VICTORIA CHIOMA AMOS. Ail former
documents remain valid. General public take note,

I, formerty MISS SARAH M LABARAN now wish to be
addressed as MRS SARAH SYLVESTER. AH former
documents remain valid. Federal Polytechnic Nasarawa,
NYSC and general public take note.

I. formerty MISS BLESSING TEMBTOPE MEDAYESE now
wish to be addressed as MRS BLESSING TEMITOPE
OTARO All former documents reman valid. NYSC and
general public take note

t, formerly known as DAVIS OLOTU ADAJlwish to be known
as DAVIS FREEMAN ADAJI. AS former documents remain
valid. General public take note.

I. formerly known as EKENE CAROL UDEOZOR wish to be
known and addressed as MRS EKENE CAROL MAXWELL
AJANA AH former documents remain valid. NYSC and
General public take note.

I. formerly IBEUM NGOUKA AGAPE wish to be cai™d
NDUKANMA AGAPE NGOUKA AS former documents
remafn valid. General public take note
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Don‘texpect

miradesin
South Africa

- Enco

By Ibraheem A. Fatai

ERSTWHILE Super Eagles
assistant coach and ex-inter-
national, Joe Erico, has advised
Nigerians not to expect any
miracle from the Super Eagles
in South Africa, saying Eagles
lack what it takes to fly high in
the Mundial.

Speaking yesterday in an
interview with Trustsports,

Erico said the fact that Lars
Lagerback is still battling with
a 44-man list less than 60 days
to the commencement of the
football fiesta, means all may
not be well for the team in
South Africa.

Erico maintained that it is
going to be near impossible for
Lagerback to raise a team that
will be strong enough to chal-
lenge Argentina and other qual-
ifiers that are more than battle
ready for the World Cup.

“While the Argentina Coach,
Diego Maradona, has already
named the squad that will face
Nigeria in June, our own coach
is still sweating with how to get
a 23-man squad, which might
not be ready until just few day
before the World Cup.

“Also, while most of the par-
ticipating countries are putting
finishing touches to their strat-
egies by playing quality friendly
matches to remain in competi-
tion mood, Lagerback has not
even assembled his 44-man
team, let alone Know who
among them will make it to

South Africa.

“The truth is that we are not
just ready for the game. Under
the new coach, we have not
played any friendly match. How
then do we expect the players
to understand one another and
form a compact team that can
look any team in the eyes when

the game starts?
“Thprcic nn mnirirla in fnr»—

ball. Those who receive some
elements of luck in football
are those to be those that have
worked very hard, not those
that have not done any seri-
ous work to deserve luck. In
our own case, we should not
expect any miracle from the
Super Eagles in South Africa.
To expect a World Cup ticket
from the Eagles that we have on
the listand our lack of prepara-
tion, I am afraid, it is going to be
difficult” Erico reasoned.

However, he said Nigeria
should be patient with Lager-
back as he is trying to build a
strong team for the country,
saying ittook the former Eagles’
handler, Clemence Westerhof,
some years to record most of the
achievements that Nigerians are
still talking about till date.

“It took Westerhof up to
five years to win the African
Nations Cup and four years to
qualify Nigeria for the World
Cup in the USA. To expect
that Lagerback will achieve all
that in less than five months, is
unfair to the Swede,” Erico con-
cluded.
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SUPER Eagles striker Ofaze Odemwingie has his eyes on the ball and attention towards South
Africa 2010 World Cup,t>ut veteran coach Joe Erico says Nigerians should not expect miracles

from the national team.

Home based Eagles: NFF give excuse for missed visas

IT isno longer news that the six
home based stars expected to
assemble with the Super Eagles
in London will miss next week
camp, due to visa hitches, but
NFF assistant general secretary,
technical, James Peter has hur-
riedly excused the Glass House
from any blame.

Jay Pee said in an interview

MHHMI

with brilafm.net that the players’
passports were used to register
them for the recent WAFU tour-
namentand could not be released
until after last weekend’s final.
“That we could not acquire
visas for the league players
was not a mistake. They were,
involved in a competition and
the passports were submitted for

checks.

“Since they needed to play in
the competition, we could not
apply for their visas,” the former
under-23 national team gaf-
fer and ex-Super Eagles interim
coach explained.

Meanwhile, Red Bull Salzburg
have asked the Nigeria Football
Federation (NFF) to leave out

defender Rabiu Afolabi from
a national team get-together
planned from Tuesday in London
ahead ofthe World Cup because
they have crucial league games
about this time.

Salzburg lead the Austrian
Bundesliga with 69 points from
31 matches, six points clear of
closest rivals Rapid Vienna, who

they will tackle on Friday and
a week later, they host fifth-
placed SC Wiener Neustadt as
they aim to retain the league
crown.

Afolabi, 30, has been
recalled by Nigeria two years
after he was last involved with
the team at the 2008 Africa
Cup of Nations in Ghana.



62 SPORT

NIGERIA’S preparations for the
World Cup may well suffer even
more setbacks after it was learnt
that the Nigeria Football Federa-
tion (NFF) are demanding hefty
cash payments from teams, who
wish to engage the Super Eaglesiin
warm-up matches prior to South
Africa 2010.

According to MTNFootball.
com investigations, the organis-
ers for Nigerias only confirmed
World Cup warm-up match
against Colombia on May 30 in
London have asked the NFF to
review the Eagles match fee of
$150,000.

They have also asked the
Nigeria football authorities to
dip into their pockets and come
up with at least $50,000 as part
oftheir own contribution to the

Nnaji wri

FORMER Commissioner of
Sports in Enugu State Barrister
Ray Nnaji yesterday launched
a campaign to stop the Nigeria
Football Federation from extend-
ing the tenure of state football
associations.

Nnaji, a former board mem-
ber ofthe NigeriaPremier League

2010 WORLD CUP

Cashdemands hurt
Nigeria's bulld-up

London stadium hire of about
$150,000.

NFF officials are also ask-
ing organisers for the Colombia
game to pay for their flight tickets
to London even though Nigeria
are due there before the match for
their World Cup training camp in
Essex.

The NFF have confirmed to
MTNFootball.com that they are
deep in negotiations with Iceland
for a friendly on May 26, but this
game may hit the rocks because
while Iceland are disposed to foot
the travel and boarding expenses
ofthe Eagles, officials are believed
to be demanding for an appear-
ance fee 0f $100,000.

“We’re not an irresponsible
organisation,” insisted NFF offi-
cial, Tunde Aderibigbe.

tes Bio on

(NPL), said in the petition to
Sports Minister and Chairman
National Sports Commission
Alhaji Ibrahim lIsa Bio that the
tenure of the state football asso-
ciations elapsed long ago but
the NFF illegally extended it last
December.

In the petition, dated April 8
and titled “lllegal Extension of
tenure of State FAs by the Leader-

“We know how important it
is to prepare well so as to do well
at the World Cup and as such we
cannotcompromise on this.

“But we also have bills to pay.
We have to pay for our training
camp, bonuses and allowances
of the players, among other
costs.”

For instance, MTNFoot-
balLcom gathered that the NFF
splashed over 70 million naira
for the participation of the
home-based Eagles at the WAFU
Nations Cup in Abeokuta as well
as the FIFA Under-17 Female
World Cup qualifying match
against South Africa.

However, a perplexed foot-
ball pundit told MTNFootball.
com: “Itis rather baffling that the
NFF wish to commercialise these
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World Cup friendlies even though
FIFAhave paidthem a million US
dollars to prepare for the compe-
tition.

“Rather than be asking to be
paid it should be Nigeria even
paying these teams to play them
because they are the ones who
really need these matches to pre-
pare forthe World Cup. Colombia
and Iceland did not qualify for the
World Cup.”

Proposed World Cup warm-
ups against Paraguay, Ukraine
and North Korea have all fallen
through in the last few weeks and
officials insist they will remain
mum aboutother testgames until
they have been finalised.

Nigeria are pitched against
Argentina, Greece and South
Koreaat the World Cup in June.

NFF tenure

ship ofNFA”, Nnaji alleged that the
action by the Sani Lulu-led board
sometime last yearwas calculated
to ensure the re-election of the
board this Augustand the exclu-
sion ofotherfootball stakeholders.

He also informed that it was
the state football associations
(FAs) which had long served their
terms out that met and “illegally
setup”the NFF electoral commit-

tee headed by A.U Mustapha.

On why he chose to petition
the minister, Nnaji explained that
by the provision of section 2 of
Nigeria Football Association Act
Cap N1100f2004 ofthe laws ofthe
federation, which is the only law
governing football in the country,
Bioisdutybound to give directive
in the overall interestand develop-
ment offootball in Nigeria.

Friday, April 23,2010

Nigeriafree to
change World
Cup base
-Jordaan

NIGERIA are free to change their
World Cup base if they are dis-
satisfied with the Ballito, Durban
facility, ChiefExecutive Officerof
FIFA 2010 Organising Commit-
tee, Dr Danny Jordaan has said

Jordaan spoke with the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
Kimberley as the Northern Cape
Province held a gala nite to mark
the 50-day to the kick-offofthe
championship in South Africa.

He said that there were more
than enough facilities for the
World Cup teams, adding that
ifNigeria wanted a change, they
were free to do so.

“We have 46 base camps and
Nigeria can choose whichever
base camp theywant

“Soiftheywantto change their
base camp, there are many other
possibilities but each country
decides where they want to base
themselves," he said

Jordaan said he had yet to get
any indication ofNigerias inten-
tion to change but assured the
NFF that there were many facili-
tiesthey could optfor.

NFF President Sani Lulu had
said last month during an inspec-
tionvisitthattherewerestillissues
with the SuperEagles’ Hampshire
basecamp in Durban.

Lulu said theywould be back at

of Aprilbeforeafinal deci-
sionwoulcTBginade.--

The NFF delegation, which
included the Eagles’ coach Lars
Lagerback, were assured that the
facilitywould be ready in April.

The Super Eagles are expected
to arrive in Richards Bay in May
before moving to Ballito early in
June to camp at the Hampshire
Hotel, which is only a few min-
utes drive from the training pitch
located at Ashton International
College.

Lulu said after the visit “The
facilities are still being putright
Thehotel isalmost completed but
wehaveoneortwoorthreethings
thatare outstanding."

Thegalanite in Kimberley also
saw Austin Okocha, Nigerias soc-
cer legend, honoured for his out-
standing contribution to African
soccer.

Okocha told the crowd he
was proud to be an African and
thanked all who supported him
during his playing career.

He expressed confidence that
African teams would excel at the
world Cup.

Dr Sam Ramsamy, a lead-
ing member ofthe International
Olympic Committee (I0C), was
also honoured for his contribu-
tions to South Africas success in
getting the hosting rights.

Ramsamy dedicated the award
to all Africans for supporting the
bid and decried the xenophobic
attacks targeted at some foreign-
ersin the country last year.

He said it was upsetting that
those who supported the bid had
been victims ofthe attack

Two former stars ofthe South
African national team, Lucas
Radebe and Doctor Khumalo,
were also honored at the galanite.
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Okocha sticks to his guns
mSays no return from retirement

FORMER Super Kagles skipper,
Austin Okocha has reiterated his
decision not to return to foot-
ball, saying he had no regret not
playing in the first World Cup in
Africa.

In an interview with the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) on the
sidelines of the 50-day count-
down to the World Cup in Kim-
berley, South Africa, Okocha said
he had been out of the game for
two years.

I've not played active foot-
ball for two years now so that one
isout ofthe question.

" In the midfield we just need
to assess our players and know
what their strengths are and
encourage them and stop com-
paring them with past players,”
he said.

Okocha said l.agerback’sdeci-
sion to invite 44 plavers to camp
was solely that ofthe coach and he
would not like to be involved in it.

" Itshisdecision as thatswhat
we paid him to do; to get the best
players together and prepare them
for the World Cup and he has
lived up to his target.

We can't get involved in who
he picks and all that. It is his deci-
sion and hopefully he made the
right decision,” said the former
midfielder.

He added that he did not think
Lagerback would clinch the job

but as he had done so he should .

be able to do well.
"'"We all believed we needed
help and somebody to assist the

Dramatic run-ins as Europe

former coach, but to be honest
I never thought it will be Lager-
back, but I think he won at the
interview on top ofothers.

''Maybe he might help us to
be more organised because we
need someone to make us more
organised, but at the end of the
day its down to the players.

Coaches can coach but they
cant play so hopefully all the play-
ers will be in good form,” he said.

Okocha said the Super F.agles
like other African teams, could
spring surprises in the tourna-
ment.

" Nigeria is a team that you
can never predict. You can never
guess what will happen with the
Nigerian national team. But itsall
about Africa working together to
excel." he said.

"’I think an African team
might spring a surprise because
we are realising it is our biggest
opportunity to make history and
the support Aye get here might be
an advantage,” he added.

"Quarter or semi final is
achievable and | hope we even go
all the way,” he stressed.

Okocha urged soccer authori-
ties to always give players their
dues during soccer tournaments,
while also charging players to
have the passion for the game
above monetary concerns.

He spoke on his desire to serve
in the Nigerian Football Federa-
tion (NFF), saying he was moved
by the desire to put the nation’s
football where it deserved to be.

home straight

By Mitch Phillips (Reuters)

FOOTBALL championships, as
any bar-room expert will attest,
are amarathon nota sprint’but as
Europestop leaguesenterthe home
straight the stage is set for some
breathless photo-finishes.

One point divides the top two
in England, Spain and Italy while
there are two points between Ger-
many’ leading contenders and five
in France.

The Premier League is enjoy-
ing one ofits most exciting seasons
for years as the favourites’ tag has
winged this way and that through-
out the campaign.

Chelsea’2-1 win atOld TrafFord
followed by United’ goalless draw
with Blackburn Rovers earlier this
month seemed to swing the race
decisively the way ofthe London-
ers as they led by four points with
four games remaining.

However, Saturdays double
drama as Paul Scholes snatched a
stoppage-time 1-Ovictory at Man-
chester City and then watched Tot-
tenham Hotspur beat Chelsea 2-1
opened the door again.

With no Champions League
involvement to divert attention
for a change, all resources will be

centred on the remaining Premier
League action.

United, seeking to move ahead
ofLiverpoolwitharecord 19thtide
and therebybecomethe firstclubto
win the top flight fouryearsin arow,
next host Spurs on Saturday.

The Old TrafFord club then visit
Sunderland before hosting Stoke
City on the final day of the league
season on May 9.

Chelsea, who have abetter goal
difference than United, entertain
Stoke on Sunday and then face a
tough trip to Liverpool before fin-
ishing up at home to Wigan Ath-
letic.

Third-placed Arsenal now look
tide outsiders after Sunday’ 3-2
defeatat Wigan left them sixpoints
offthe pace.

Arsenal were involved in two
dramatic finishes of their own in
1953 and 1989.

In 1953 they won the champi-
onship on goal average, which was
replaced by goal difference in 1977,
and in 1989 Michael Thomass late
goal at Anfield secured the 2-0 win
they needed to take the title on goals
scored at Liverpools expense after
the sides finished level on points
with the same goal difference.

The league was also decided on
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OKOCHA said Super Eagles could spring surprises in the World

Cup.

"'Mv interest is to make sure
that we are where we are supposed
to be. Tobe honest, our football is
really suffering now because we
fail to put astructure in place and
this is my concern,” he said.

Okocha lauded South Africa
tor focusing on youth develop-

goalaveragein 1924,1950and 1965
when Manchester United pipped
Leeds United

Since the launch ofthe Premier
League in 1992 there have been
three one-point margins at the end
ofthe season.

In 1999 Manchester United
pipped Arsenal, reversing the fin-
ishing order of the previous sea-
son, while United were also on the
receiving end in 1995 when Black-
burn Roverswon it

Inter Milan looked on course
for a fourth successive Serie A tide
whentheyledbynine pointsin Feb-
ruary but now trail AS Roma with
four games left.

Roma’ 2-1 win over Lazio on
Sunday was the 24th unbeaten
league game for Claudio Ranieri’
side, who were in turmoil at the
start ofthe season.

Inter fans would probably swap
the scudetto fortheir firstEuropean
Cup crown since 1965 and the dis-
traction oftheir Champions League
semi-final with Barcelona could
play into the hands of Roma and
Real Madrid.

Barcelonas lead over Real was
cutto one pointwith fivegames left
after the champions were held to a
0-0 draw at Espanyol at the week-

ment in soccer through the clin-
ics, noting that the youths are the
tutlire ot soccer.

He also praised the country
for its preparation for the 2010
soccer fiesta, saving the atmos-
phere was already electric 50 days
to kick off.

enters

end and Real beat third-placed
Valencia 2-0.

The big two have won the tide
50 times between them and with
Valencia 25 points off the pace
and on-going TV revenues heav-
ily favouring Barca and Real, there
seems little prospect ofanyone else
gate-crashing the party in the near
future.

In the Bundesliga, Bayern
Munich go into the last three
matches with atwo-pointlead over
Schalke 04.

Bayern, chasing a league, cup
and Champions Leaguetreble, havea
relativelyeasy-lookingrun-in against
Borussia Moenchengladbach, VfL
Bochum and Hertha Berlin.

Schalkeare seekingtheir firsttide
in more than 50 years and a second
successive upset success for coach
Felix Magath, who steered VfL
Wolfsburg to Bundesliga glory last
season.

Ligue 1 was also close a few
weeks ago but leaders Olympique
Marseille have surged clear of Aux-
erre with five matches remaining.

Marseille have a first tide since
1992 in their sights after recording
six successive victories, though they
still have to travel to Auxerre and
fifth-placed Lille.

Marseille
closer to
first French
title since '92

MARSEILLE fans are counting
down the weeks as coach Didier
Deschampssseemingly unstop-
pable charge toward a first
French tide in 18 years freneti-
cally gathers momentum.

Having already ended atitle
drought going back to when
Marseille won the Champions
League in 1993, Deschampsis
set to end his first season in
charge by adding the title to
his League Cup triumph.

Since losing to Benfica
in the last 16 of the Europa
League just over a month ago,
Marseille has won the League
Cup final against Bordeaux
and six straight league games
to move five points clear of
second-place Auxerre.

With five rounds remain-
ing, there appears little chance
Marseille will falter,* and
another win Saturday at home
to Saint-Etienne will nudge
Marseille closer to success.

“No one is untouchable. A
few months ago, we were 12
points behind Bordeaux and
today we are ahead,” Marseille
defender Stephane M 'Bia said.
“You don’t know what can hap-
pen between now and the end
ofthe season.”

Marseille has 68 points
from 33 games, while Aux-
erre has 63. Lyon is in third
spot with 59 and leads fourth-
place Montpellier on goal dif-
ference.

W hile last year it was Bor-
deaux’ late run of 11 straight
wins that saw it pip Marseille
to the title on the final day, this
time Marseille has timed its
run perfectly while Bordeaux
has slipped down to sixth spot,
11 points behind.

Marseille can match Bor-
deaux’s feat if it wins its
remaining five games, and
Deschamps is having a hard
time trying to quell the enthu-
siasm in the football-crazy
southern city.

When Marseille won 2-1
away at Boulogne last week-
end with an injury-time win-
ner from Taye Ta
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Reflections on the fami

ecently, an eleven-year child, Usman Bala of
Kano allegedly stabbed his mother to death.
sman was reported to have wrested a knife
from his late mother and stabbed her in sev-
eral places. The mother had threatened to kill
im with the knife for minor acts of misde-

other personal spaces, such that he lives to work rather than
works to live. Work is the end and no longer the means to
an end. Other forces negatively impinging on the family
institution include the birth ofcommercial parenting and in
some cases, even the complete death ofparenting as a social
activity.

meanour. Inthe recentpast, several similar cases ofddmeskimily, which is the most basic ofall human institu-

violence have been reported in the media. For instance, in
the same ancient city of Kano, a young man Muazzam, 22
years of age, was alleged to have brutally axed his father to
death in October 2009. Consider, also, the bizarre case of Mr.
John Effiong of Benin City, who was alleged to have poisoned
his two-year-old child, Comfort Effiong in November 2009.
In the 21st century, the age ofcutting age science and tech-
nology, a prophet’ofdoom had prophesied to the family of
Mr. John Effiong that Comfort was a thild witch’who was
attempting to harm his pregnant mother; and so the innocent
child was murdered in cold blood by a father who ought to
love and protect him.

These gnfortunate incidents have compelled me to shelve
an article | intended writing
this week on IBB% declaration
for 2011 and instead, reflect on
the family institution; a sub-
ject I have discussed some few
years ago on the pages of this
newspaper. With afundamen-
tal social crisis such as this at
our hands, IBB5 politics must
assume a subordinate position.

Some four decades ago, the
futurist Alvin Toffler in his
inspiring book Future Shock
(1970), described the family
as ‘the giant shock absorber of
society— the place to which the
bruised and battered individual
returns after doing battle with
the world, the one stablepoint
in an increasingly flux-filled
environment” (p.219). That
the family has always played an indispensable role in human
society is hardly debatable but whether it will continue to
play such arole in societies ofthe future has been opened to a
diversity ofview-points. Asneatly woven together by Toffler,
there are basically three divergent groups speculating about
what will happen to the family.

The first group regarded by Toffler as “pessimists” con-
tends that the family is doomed to extinction though they
will not say with any degree of certainty what will take its
place. A second group consists of “family optimists” who
argue rather convincingly that the family will continue to
existas it has existed throughout human history. Rather than
race towards oblivion, they predict that the family will enter
a ‘Golden Age’ Athird group classified by Toffler as holding
a more sophisticated view’is ofthe opinion that people will
be driven deeper into their families by social turbulence. As
human society faces the formidable storm of social change,
this group tells us that it is only the family that can act as
an anchor. Concluding this rather intricate debate, Tof-
fler argues that “it may be that both sides in this debate are
wrong—for the future is more open than it might appear.
The family may—and this is far more likely—break up, shat-
ter, only to come together again in weird and novel ways”.

It may thus be surmised that there will be no society
without the family. Indeed, one can argue that all creatures
live in one form of family or the other. Yet, as universal and
enduring in time and space as it is, the family appears to
be under some intense stress and strain and one wonders
whether itwill ever survive to enter a ‘Golden Age’ The very
basis ofhuman relationships is being directly undermined
by the vicissitudes of modem society, the triumph ofindi-
vidualism and the meteoric pace ofadvances in science and
technology. Modem man isaworking machine and “work”
has encroached into the secret chambers ofhis bedroom and

Inthe past, individuals return
to nurse their wounds'after
doing battle with the world".
In the contemporary period,
individuals, especially women

route from the family after
being bruised and battered by
dangerous enemies within

tions, is thus obviously the front-line victim ofa civilization
which, despite, and some may argue, because of, its glaring
material success unsurpassed in human history, is descend-
ing the slippery slope towards social abyss. Many people
today spend more time with machines than with men; many
see and talk with their work colleagues more than with their
wives or husbands; and many parents spend more time talk-
ing with computers than with their children. Thisisparticu-
larly true of advanced industrial societies, but increasingly,
not so advanced societies such as ours aswell.

Thus the family is no longer ‘the one stable pointin an
increasingly flux-filled environment; because contemporary
evidence points to the family as perhaps one of the most
unstable of all social for-
mations. Many of the
instability and flux in the
wider society may actu-
ally have their origins in
the family. Consider, for
example, the fact that in
many societies, cases of
domestic violence espe-
cially against women and
children but also against
men isdaily witnessed in a
tidal wave ofendemic pro-
portions. Contrary to its
time-honoured, noble sta-
tus as a safe haven for indi-
viduals bruised and bat-
tered by the outside world,
statistics from many parts
ofthe world overwhelm-
ingly point to the family as
amodern dungeon where many people (especially women
and children) are haunted, taunted and tormented.

In the past, individuals return to nurse theirwounds ‘after
doing battle with the world’ In the contemporary period,
individuals, especially women and children, seek an escape
route from the family after being bruised and battered by
dangerous enemies within. Unfortunately, as recent evidence
as shown, it appears there are no safe havens to find any sol-
ace. Women and children are neither safe in the hands ofhus-
bands and fathers nor in those ofthe holy men (and women)
ofGod—such as the ‘holy’paedophiles and the ‘prophets’ of
doom. Theyare neither safe in the family established by man
for the procreation and orientation of children nor in the
premises dedicated by man to the worship of God.

Itistime to reclaim our cherished family values and check
the various forms ofviolence being perpetrated within the
domestic circle. Love, which is the foundation of security
and comfortin all human relationships, must form the very
soul ofthe family—cementing the social bonds and nursing
the bruised and battered members of the family. Ifthere is
one factor which can make the critical difference between a
socially and psychologically healthy and diseased develop-
ment of children, than it is indeed the moral, behavioural
and physical environment ofthe home. While parents have
long realized that sparing the rod may spoil the child, it iscom-
pletely out ofpplace to threaten a young child with a knife in
the name ofscolding, especially a child ofthe globalised age
who isinundated with all sorts ofmedia hype including a cul-
ture ofviolence. There istoo much violence around contem-
porary children and parents must realize that it is futile and
counter-productive to correct children using extreme meas-
ures. Finally, the point must be made that parenting is not a
leisure activity and the delicate task of correcting wayward
children is an intricate activity which requires great tact.
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SPORTS

JO -W ilfried Tsonga

Barcelona Open: Tsonga
rallies past Almagro

hird-seeded
Jo-Wilfried

seeded David Ferrer,
who won all nine games
Tsonga rallied  before qualifier Simone

to beat Nicolas  Bolelli of ltaly retired
Almagro of SpainwB#va right wrist injury.

6-1,6-4 yesterday at the Fifth-seeded Fern-
Barcelona Open. ando Verdasco rallied
Joining Tsongain the  to beat Jurgen Melzer of
quarterfinalswas eighth-  Austria 3-6,7-6(1), 6-3.

Beckham leads Forbes
list of highest earners

rbes magazine said David Beckham still
reigns supreme as soccers top-earning
player.

The 35-year-old midfielder earns $40
million annually, with much of that coming from
sponsors such as Adidas, Giorgio Armani and
Motorola. But Beckham is expected to lose major
sponsorship money this year because he will miss the
World Cup in South Africa after tearing his Achilles’
tendon in March while on loan fromthe Los Angeles
Galaxy to AC Milan.

Portuguese midfielder Cristiano Ronaldo is sec-
ond on the Forbes list, earning $30 million a year.
Ronaldos major sponsors include Nike, Coca-Cola
and, like Beckham, Giorgio Armani.

Brazilian playmaker Kaka, Ronaldos teammate
at Madrid, is third on the list, earning $25 million
annually.

The 28-year-old, who won the 2007 FIFA Player
ofthe Year, was bought from AC Milan for $91 mil-
lion—the second-highest known transfer fee. Kaka’s
sponsors include Adidas and Giorgio Armani.

Ronaldinho is fourth on Forbes’list, also earning
$25 million a year. The 30-year-old Brazilian for-
ward, who plays for AC Milan, was FIFA Player of
the Year in 2004 and ’05.
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