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We wish our numerous
readers and advertisers
. prosperous New Year

e Power, Petroleum Niin~tries trade blames

jdulFattah Olajide & Hamisu Muhammad

3 acrimonious exchange of brickbats
F- President Umaru Yaradua’s promise
:nerate 6,000 megawatts of electricity
c year 2009 ended yesterday with the
jral Government tendering an apology
he nation for its inability deliver on the
, ' -profile promise. Power Ministry offi-
i ssaid yesterday that power generation
* “improved” to 3,700mw this week,
fice President Goodluck Jonathan ten-
'sthe apology in his New Year message
%m£. nation, on behalf of Yaradua, who
a been on admission in a Saudi Arabian
r*>pirahftK« last November. He said many
-erians still lack access to electricity and
ibuted the governments inability to meet
~,006 megawatts target to “unforeseen
ijw/oidable” reasons.
than said, “At the inception of this
Oration, we promised to drasti-
iprove access to electric power by
of 2009. This is because power is a
isity in a technologically-driven

world. Our target, which was mi si,y
was set at generating 6,000 megawatts o
electricity by year end. While I am happ/
today to reportthat we have achieved some
substantial measure of success | regret tO"
mention that for a number of unforeseen
and unavoidable reasons, thh uirget could
notbe met. Millions of N Iberians are there-
fore still wiuioui power. For this, | tender
on behalf of government very sincere
regrets.” ,

On the economic situation ofthe coun-
try, the vice president said many Nigeri-
ans are wallowing in poverty. He said “in
many parts ofthe country, poverty remains
anumber one problem that must be con-
fronted. True progress and development of
the country can only begin when all our
citizens, without exception, move out ofa
marginal existence.”

Hot on the heels ofthe Vice President’s
apology, officials ofthe Power and Petro-
leum Ministries commenced an acrimoni-
ous exchange ofbrickbats over who was to

Continued on page 5
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Capital market operators ;
have dissociated themselves
from the bad bank’ bill be-
fore the N/Assembly 25

Faruk
spent 21
minutes
In Lagos
— FG

By AbdulFattah Olajide &
Kayode Ekundayo, Lagos

ALLEGED Nigerian-born
plane bomber Umar Faruk
Mutallab spent only 21
minutes on Nigerian soil
on Christmas Eve before
he boarded another flight to
Amsterdam, Holland, Min-
ister of Information Profes-
sor Dora Akunyili said in
Lagos yesterday. She spoke
at a lunch that she hosted
for newspaper editors.

Mrs  Akunyili  said
investigation by the Fed-
eral Government revealed
that Faruk arrived Nigeria
via a Virgin Air flight from
Accra, Ghana. She said
upon arrival in Nigeria,
his passport was scanned
at 20.08hrs while his pass-
port was scanned at the
check-in for the Amster-
dam flight at 20.35hrs
The accused plane bomber
spent much more time at
Amsterdam’ Schipol Air-
port than he did as Lagos’
Murtala Mohamed Air-
port, she said.

The minister said Nige-
rian aviation authorities
have a video recording pf
Faruks brief stay at Lagos
airport. She said the tape is
in the custody of the Fed-
eral Airports Authority
of Nigeria and would be
made availableto American
investigators ifthey request
for it.

According to Akunyili,

Continued on page 5
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The FCTA says Jabi Motor
Park remains open despite
rumours of a one-week
closure-
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ROSS River State Governor, MrLiyel Imoke (right) presenting a souvenir to his Ko «
during a courtesy visit to the latter shortly after the 3-dav Kano State executive ret™®
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counterpart, Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau
—atin Obudu, Cross River State.

Yar'adua: Criminal garn”*governs

Nigeria illegally, says NDnvi

By Suleiman M. Bisalla

A criminal gang is using the
ill-health of President Umaru
Yaradua as a cover to govern
Nigeria illegally in spite of clear

constitutional provisions which
ought to have been employed in
the circumstance, the National
Democratic Movement (NDM)
said yesterday.

The movement, in a statement
signed by its Head of Secretariat
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Athaji Sule Hamma, accused the
Minister of Justice Michael Aon-
doakaa and the Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) of conspiring
to prevent Vice President Good-
luck Jonathan from acting as
President.

The group
was react-
ing to recent
media reports
which claimed
that  “Presi
I dent
is not and
never
ted to
Faisalhospital
and Research
Centre iij jed-
dah” and “the
shocking and
mind bog-
gling story
that President
Yaradua never
actually signed
the 2009 Sup-
plementary
Appropriation
Bill.”

The NDM
which is spon-
sored by Gen-
eral Muham-

1

rnadu Buhari, former Vice Presi-

dent Atiku Abubakar and former

Bafaj0t° State 8overnor Attahiru

*Wwa called on the Federal

Council to “explain to

where, when and how

President purportedly signed

Supplementary Appropria-

n Bill with incontrovertible
evidence.”

:riminal act of usurping

ofthe Presidentto sign the

jpplementary Appropriation Bill

into lawamounts to the most bra-

zen confrontation with the Nige-

rian Constitution.” the statement

said in part

The group called on FEC
members to end speculation on
the ‘'laradua case by constitut-
ing a 15 member team of cred-
ible persons under the leadership
of a retired Chief Justice, which
should include the President’s
physician and two members ol
FEC, among others, “to visit the
President and verify his wherea-
bouts and obtain an authentic
medical report from the hospital
he is being treated.”

Pending the decision of the
FEC on the report, the statement
said, no decision or approval
should be ascribed to the Presi-
dent.

Court freezes
Akinghola's
assets
worldwide

ByJibrin Abubakar

A Federal High Court in Lagos
yesterday granted an injunction
freezing all assets worldwuf'
belonging to Erastus Akingbols
former Managing Director oi
Intercontinental Bank PLC.

Akingbola is being charged
over offences amounting to the
tune of N346bn and £1.08m GBP
Sterling.

Head, Corporate Affairs ofthe
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN
M. M. Abdullahi said in a state-
ment that the freezing was sequei
to an application filed by the
Economic and Financial Crime' .
Commission (EFCC) seeking
among others, the hearing of the
Originating Motion within the
shortest p >ssible time to prevent
Dr. Akingbola from dissipating
the assets.

The order for which the order
was granted are: Property at
Milverton Road, lkoyi, Lagos,
Amazing Grace Plaza, Plot 2e -
4e, Ligali Ayorinde Street, Vic-
toria Island, Lagos, No 2 Bed-
well Road, Ikoyi (suspected to be
owned direcdy or indirectly by
Dr. Erastus B. O. Akingbola), No.
- Ruxton Road, Ikoyi (suspected
to be directly or indirectly owned
Dr. Erastus B. O. Akingbola), No.
12 Chester Terrace, London, Eng-

Vland, NW1 4ND (suspected to be
the residence of Dr. Erastus B. O.
Akingbola), No. 65 Gove-End
Road, London NW8 9NH (sus-
pected to be owned by Dr. LraMu.®
B. O. Akingbola and No. 8 Con-
naught Street, London W2 9NH,
England (suspected to be owned
by Dr. Akingbola).

Others are. Regal Towers.
Dubai (owned directly or mu.
rectly by Dr. Erastus B. O. Aking-'
bola), properties in Accra, Ghana
(owned directly or indirectly bv
Dr. Erastus B. O. Akingbola),
shares held in listed companies in
Nigeria including, but not limited /
to Intercontinental Bank Pic and
Access Bank Pic.

nun

Economy was poor in 2009-Mark

By Abdul-Rahman Abubakar

SENATE President David
Mark has summed his review
of the state of the nation in
2009 admitting that the econ-
omy ofthe country failed to
improve to the desired level.

In a goodwill message
to usher in year 2010, Sena-
tor Mark said in spite of the
poor showing ofgovernment
in 2009, Nigerians should
embrace the New Year “with
renewed hope and confi-
dence for amore prosperous
nation.”

Astatement signed by the
ChiefPress Secretary to the
Senate President, Mr. Paul
Mumeh said Senator Mark
urged the people not to be
discouraged by the economic
situation in the country say-
ing “We must not be daunted
by the current challenges,
ups and downs of the past
but to look up with confi-
dence and working together
in order to overcome.”

Senator Mark admitted
that the nation% economy
was not in its best stead, the
past year but expressed opti-

mism that the positive con-
tributions ofall would get the
economy out of the woods.

He said the 2010 guber-
natorial election in Anambra
State would be a turning-
point in Nigerias electoral
process “because we must do
everything within the ambits
ofthe law to get it right this
time around”

He urged politicians to
shun a win at all cost men-
tality often characterized by
unwholesome practices such
as ballot stuffing, snatching
or outright violence.
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Professor Bashir Ikara dies at 66

From Ismail Mudashir, Ka-
duna

THE Federal Commissioner of
the National Population Com-
mission in charge ofKaduna State
Professor Bashir Ahmed Ikara
died early yesterday in Kaduna

2010:Jigawa
budgets N70.9bn

From Yusha'u ~ Ibrahim,
Dutse

JIGAWA St*e government yes-
terday presented a N70.9bn
budget for the year 2010 fiscal
year to the House of Assembly,
The budget is lower than that of
2009 by 7.6 per cent.

Presenting the budget, Gover-
nor Sule Lamido told the House
thatithadN29.6bnandN39.5bn,
equivalent to 43 and 57 per cents
of the total retained revenue as
recurrent and capital expenditure
respectively. Governor Lamido
also intimated the House that
N69.1billion was proposed as the
retained revenue for 2010 while
N1.8billion covering 5% of the
total budget was set aside as the
stabilization funds for the year
2010. Lamido further explained
that the 2010 budget was driven
from a state development plan
called Comprehensive Develop-
ment Framework (CDF). The
plan, the governor added, would
provide long term vision and mis-
sion for the state.

Education has the lions share
of N 18.8bn with current expend-
iture and capital development
of N12.7bn and N6bn respec-
tively, while road construction
has N13.6bn covering about 75%
of the total allocation to the eco-
nomic sector for the 2010. Health
gulped N7bn (5% of the total
budget), water projects are to
consume N2.23bn while N6bn
was set aside for general admin-
istration for the year.

...As Speaker faults

govs on budgets

From Yusha'u A Ibrahim,
Dutse

THE Speaker, Jigawa State House
of Assembly Alhaji Adamu
Ahmad Sarawa yesterday criti-
cised northern state governors
on their budget presentations,
saying most oftheir budgets were
not realistic. Speaking shortly
after receiving the 2010 budget
presented by the s*te governor,
Alhaji Sule Lamido, the Speaker
regretted that majority of the
budgets presented by the gov-
ernors would not be realised.
“Unlike in one of northern states
where a budget of N190bn was
presented to the state House of
Assembly, our budget of N70.9bn
is realistic and could be achieved.
We, the members of the House
are confident that the governor
is capable of implementing up to
80-90 per cent ofthe budget,” said
the Speaker.

— —_—

—
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at the age of 66 after a protracted
illness.

He was buried also yester-
day according to Islamic rites in
lkara, his home town, his eldest
son, Ahmed lkara told our cor-
respondent in Kaduna yesterday.
Among those at his funeral were

the former Vice Chancellor ofthe
Ahmadu Bello University (ABU)
Zaria Professor Shehu Abdullahi,
representatives of the Emir of
Zazzau Dr. Shehu Idris.

Born on April 2,1943 in lkara
town, lkara Local Government
Area of Kaduna State, Profes-

sor Bashir Ikara attended ABU,
Zaria in 1970 and graduated with
a first class honours in English.
He got his Ph.D from the Univer-
sity of Leeds, England in 1975.
He started his career as an
” Assistant Lecturer at the Bayero
University, Kano in 1972 and

moved to the ABU in 1976.

He became aprofessor in 1989
and retired from service in Sep-
tember 1991. The late professor
who was famous for his time con-
sciousness is survived by a wife,
Hajiya Sakinatu Ibrahim and 10
children.

PIC: NAN

FROM left: Senator Musa Adede, former president Olusegun Obasanjo and Chief Femi Majekodunmi departing the presidential wing of the
Murtala Muhammed Airport in Lagos yesterday.

Kaduna bureau de change chief not strangled - CP

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

CONTRARY to speculations that
the proprietor of the Zumunchi
Bureau de change, Kaduna, Alhaji
Surajo Abdullahi, was strangled by
unknown persons on Tuesday, the
state Commissioner ofPolice Alhaji
Tambari Yabo Mohammed yester-
day dispelled it, saying his death

was a natural one.

“There was no violence on his
corpse, so for any body to say he
was strangled or slaughtered like a
ram, itisalie. lwantto say categori-
callythat we did not see any sign of
violence on him. Those carrying
rumours that he waskilled are mis-
chief-makers and we are warning
them to desist from such a thing,”

WP, IGP, Obj condole IBB

From Ayegba Israel Ebije,
Minna

VICE President Goodluck
Jonathan was at the Hill Top resi-
dence of former military presi-
dent retired General Ibrahim
Badamasi Babangida yesterday
to condole him on the death of
his wife, Maryam Babangida.

The Vice President was
accompanied by Niger State
Governor Muazu Babangida
Aliyu.

The Vice President shortly
after his arrival had a meeting
with Generals Babangida and
former Head of State retired
General Abdulsalami Abu-
bakar and the governor. Dr
Jonathan declined to speak to
journalists.

Former president Chief
Olusegun Obasanjo who was
at the residence of General
Babangida around 4:30 pm yes-
terday said the former first lady
did well for her generation.

Obasanjo said, “The life and
programs of Maryam Babangida
touched a lot of people, she was

a great mother and a role model, |
she would be missed greatly”.

The Inspector General of |
Police Mr Ogbonna Onovo was ;
with Babangida to condole him. i

He remarked that the first ;
lady should be immortalized,
adding that she had done well
for humanity.

The Deputy Governor of i
Plateau state, Mrs Pauline Tal-
len, who was at the Hill Top
residence to condole the family,
told journalists that Maryam’s
death was a great loss to Nige-
rian women.

Those present at the resi-
dence of Babangida yesterday,
former Chief Justice of the Fed-
eration Justice Kutigi, Emir of
Zuru General Sani Sami, Minis-
ter of Police Affairs Alhaji Ibra-
him Lame. \

Others were, the Governor of

Kano State Alhaji Ibrahim Shek- [

arau, former Governor of Benue
State Mr George Akume, Chief :
Solomon Lar, Justice Moham-
med Uwais, Peoples Democratic
Party Chairman Chief Vincent |
Ogbolafor.

he told our correspondent.

The police commissioner said
his men and some members ofthe
deceaseds family discovered his
corpse atNomadic Guest-in, Malali,
and that no injury of any form was
seen on him. He also said his fam-
ilyappliedthatno post-mortem test
be carried on the corpse in order to
bury him immediately in accord-

ance with Islamic rites.

A bureau de change operator
close to the office ofthe deceaseds
who did not mention his name gave
another account ofthe story as he
said the deceased received a call
around 5.pm Tuesday and that he
leftimmediately without saying any
word to anyone, including his close
associates.

Kano still highest in polio -report

From Hisham Habib, Kano

Arecentreportonthewildpoliovirus
(WPV) indicates that Kano State has
the highestnumber ofreported cases
despiteeffortsto eradicatethe disease
in the state. Thiswas revealed yester-
day in afeedbackmeetingwith tradi-
tional leadersinthe state organizedby
the Ministry ofHealthand that ofthe
local governmentin Kano.

The Director, Primary Health
Care of die state Ministry of Health
Dr Daiyabu Muhammad in a pres-
entation said the national WPV dis-
tribution by states up to December
showed Kano having 102 cases with
Bauchi and Katsina trailing behind
with 43 and 36 cases respectively. He
explainedthat the continuous media
announcement by the Emir of Kano
Dr Ado Bayero, adequate oral polio
vaccines aswell as community based
micro planning were among the
strengths of the campaign to kick
polio out ofthe state.

He also said the setbacks faced
included non- compliance, which
may have connection with religious
beliefs, too many rounds as com-
plained by caregivers and low rou-

tineimmunization coverage in many
local governments.

The EmirofKanowhowasrepre-
sented by the Wamban Kano Abbas
Sanusi said reports coming to them
indicated success in the fight against
the disease and urged the district
heads to keep monitoring the exer-
cise, saying itwas a religious duty to
take the issue ofhealthcare serious.

One ofthe participants, the Dis-
trict Head of Albasu retired AIG
Bashir Albasu said local government
chairmen should show more com-
mitment by being physically present
when such exercises as the immuni-
zation are taking place. He explained
that district heads dont have the
resources to handle the programme
alone, andtherefore need the support
ofthe local governments.

The Permanent Secretary Min-
istry for Local Government Alhaji
Abdulmalik Yakubu said there was
the need for more inter-ministerial
cooperation for the success of the
program, saying many ofthe budget
and planning constraints faced were
asa result of lack of proper synergy
between government ministries and
departments..
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Nigerian
doctor
Impregnated
girlsand
soldthe
babies'

POLICE in Nigeria have arrested
a doctor suspected of impregnat-
ing girls and selling their babies.

The police said they found
five pregnant girls aged between
12 and 17 at the doctors clinic in
the south-eastern town of Enugu.

The police said the man had
confessed to getting the girls preg-
nantand selling their children. He
is to face charges in court.

Trafficking is common in
Nigeria, with children sold for
labour and sex work.

In 2008, police raided aprivate
hospital in Enugu which they said
was a “baby farm” Seven pregnant
young women were found. BBC

Farukspent
21 minutes
InLagos

Continued from page 1

there was no evidence to suggest
that the alleged plane bomber
carried any lethal weapons when
he went through Lagos airport.
While she said Faruk was scanned
on entry into and departure from
Nigeria, she admitted that Lagos
airport does not have 3-D scan-
ners, which scan a passengers
entire body. She said such scan-
ners, which are state-of-the-art
technology, are not found in the
airports of most developing or
even developed countries, but
that the federal Government has
now placed an order for them.

Also yesterday, the Federal
Governmentdistanced itselffrom
Umar Faruk Mutallab’s alleged
attempt to bomb the Detroit-
bound Delta Airlines flight on
Christmas Day, saying his con-
ductwas alien to Nigerian culture.

In his New Years Day mes-
sage to the nation, Vice Presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan said,
“On Christmas day, we were
presented with the most disturb-
ing report that one of our own
attempted to commit a most hei-
nous terrorist act. Gladly, tragedy
was averted, but this singular act,
which is completely alien to our
culture and way of-life has no
uoubt inflicted deep wounds in
our national psyche.”

The vice president said “fol-
lowing this unfortunate incident,
our security services will be more
vigilant and also work concert-
edly to guarantee the security of
life and property throughout the
country, especially at our ports of
entry and exit.”

BEHSIsI

Onovo wants better policing

By Misbahu Bashir \Y

INSPECTOR General of Police
Ogbonna Onovo seeks state-of-
the-art policing in 2010. In his
New Year message to policemen,
Onovo said officers must handle
cases with competence and avoid
acts capable of upsetting the
police force. He said Nigerian

police have displayed fine atti-
tudes at peace keeping missions
in other countries and such tal-
ent should be replicated at home.

He said policemen must try
to address all forms of crime and
violence including armed rob-
bery and human abduction. He
said all crimes that have hitherto
been the bane ofthe society must

be reduced or eradicated.

Onovo attributed the suc-
cess of the police abroad to the
availability working facilities and
improved welfare and assured
that all necessary working mate-
rials needed by the policemen to
conducttheirwork efficiently will
be made available to them.

He said the police authority

We are sorry, VP says

Continued from page 1

blame for the failure to deliver the
6000mw electricity target.

While officials of the Petro-
leum Ministry in Abuja blamed
lack of infrastructure such as
pipelines to deliver the gas to var-
ious power plants, their counter-
parts in the Power Ministry said
the major reason behind the fail-
ure to achieve the power target is
non-availability of gas from the
Nigeria Gas Company.

In different telephone chats
with our correspondent, Chief
Press Secretary in the Ministry of
Petroleum Resources Mrs Flor-
ence Mohammed and the Group
General Manager, Group Public
Affairs of the Nigeria National
Petroleum Corporation (NNPC),
Dr Levi Ajuonuma both said there
was enough gas in the country to
meet the power target, but that
the failure was from the infra-

will implement the recommenda-
tions of the of the police reform
committee especially on issues to
do with the improvement of the
welfare of officers and the security
of the nation. He said the police
have been commended by FIFA
for excellent performance dur-
ing the U-17 World Cup football
completions recently concluded.

4 4 The truth of the matter Is that gas is available but PHCN infrastruc-
ture is very weak to wheel the gas to all its power plants. 'Ihere is
enough gas to provide for the power plants but the PHCN doesnt
have infrastructure, the grid is not stable

structure. They said enough gas
was available for the 6000MW
target but Power Holding Com-
pany of Nigeria [PHCN] had no
infrastructure to move the gas to
the power plants. Ajuonoma said,
“The truth of the matter is that
gas is available but PHCN infra-
structure is very weak to wheel
the gas to all its power plants.
There isenough gas to provide for
the power plants but the PHCN
doesnt have infrastructure, the
grid is not stable”

However, Managing Director
of PHCN Mallam Hussaini Labo
said the claims by the Petroleum

Ministry officials were baseless.
He said even the power plants
that have intact pipelines have
not been receiving enough gas
from NGC.

He told Daily Trust through
a Short Message Service (SMS)
that “there are plants with pipe-
lines available but are yet to be
supplied, such as Oloronsogo,
Sapele, Geregu or even Egbin.
But one thing you can confirm
from NGC since they own the
pipelines.”

Ajuonuma said itsnot time to
trade blames, since at least there
was huge progress in power gen-

eration and that in the New Year,
things will be better.'“The impor-
tant thing is that the future is
bright and in few days coming we
will witness serious progress,” said
Ajuonuma.

Officials of the Ministry of
Power did not officially comment
on the issues when contacted,
but the Minister of Power Lanre
Babalola was recently Quoted as
having blamed gas supply as the
major constraint in achieving the
6000mw power target. He said the
ministry was able to rehabilitate
major power plants PHCN has a
generation capacity 0f5,300mw.
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Court: Bafarawa's arrest
Illegal, unconstitutional

By Atika Balal

THE arrest of former gover-
nor of Sokoto State, Attahiru
Bafarawa by the Economic
and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC) last year
was illegal and unconsti-
tutional, an Abuja Federal
High qOug said estergay.

Bafarawa had sued the

.Says Ribadu did not

By Atika Balal

AN AbujaFederalHigh Court
yesterday said the former
Chairman of the Economic
and Financial Crimes Com-
hésisedri REFCCNNuUhw Ry
adu who is challenging his

g g i

anti graft agency for alleg-
edly breaching his funda-
mental human rights by
arresting him and for the
unlawful seizure ofhis inter-
national passport, which has
since been released to him.

It will be recalled that
Bafarawa had reportedly
said last year that he wrote
a petitien t6 the EFEE oA

Ribadu sued Hlyémscp%(((:t&
General ofPolice, Police Serv-
ice Commission (PSC), and
the a «om v General of the

Federation (AGF), challeng-

g S r

May 30, 2007 stressing 'ﬁyet
need for proper investiga-
tion into the Sokoto State
treasury. He also said the
anti graft agency did not act
on the petition but instead
on May 6,2008, invited him
for questioning on the said
petition and detained him
for two days.

The anti graft ageney

n «« Ribadu lacked the locus

standito institute the acUo

for obtam perm
sion from the NigenanPohce

Force before »

StoW e”erdsX

“ dfhe

Mdd Reweoer teld the eeurt
that Bafarawa could not be
investigated while he was
governor because he enjoyed
immunity, they also denied
seizure of his international
passport claiming it was one
ofthe bail conditions meant
to ensure his presence dur-
ing trial.

g\ustice Adamu Bello in

ly last dy@ar Brdered the
EFCCto depositthe interna-

tional passportofthe former
governor to the Registrar
of the Abuja Federal High
Court after he had asked the
courtto hold thatthe contin-
uous seizure ofthe passport
by EFCC violated his consti-
tutionally guaranteed right
to freedom of movement.

violate any law

the ;. i« against the respond™-

- ce the stipulated three

~thin whichhe has
mom

from the date he received his all parties file and exchange

NEENED

the N PF an.

the other is challenging his
demotion,
The court ordered that

—
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New Year:
Bankole,
Nafada task
Nigerians

By Nasidi A.Yahaya

THE Speaker, House of
Representatives, Mr Dimeji
Bankole has urged Nigerians
to remain resolute to those
virtueswhich bind the nation
together.

In his New Year message
signed by his Special Advi.v-r
(Media), Ebomhiana vlusa,
Banko! said it was impor-
tantfor Nigeriansto continue
to displaylovefor one another
and be more patriotic.

“True patriotism and
brotherly love are the main
ingredients we need asapeo-
pleto continueto livetogether
asonebig family.

“It is only in the atmos-
phere of peace we can attain
greatness and ultimately
become the envy of other
nations,” Bankole said

The Speakeralsoimplored
Nigeriansto seethemselves as
their brother skeeper, adding
thatitwasthebasis ofaunited
and prosperous nation.

Also, Deputy Speaker of
the House of Representatives
Usman Bayero Nafada said
Nigerians should channel
more energy on how to make
the country more peaceful,
secure and politically pros-
perous.

In a statement by his Spe-
cial Adviser on Media and
Public Affairs Hammeed
Bello, the deputy speaker
said no country can progress
ifthere isno peace and stabil-
ity,and calledon all Nigerians
to, as part of their new year
resolution, pray for a steady
growth of all sectors ot our
national life so that year 2010
will be better than 2009 and
speedy recovery of President
Umaru Yaradua.

Drunken driving: Police begin alcohol test

By Misbahu Bashir

THE police in Abujasaidyesterday they have

would be used vy officers in determining Egﬁ'é)

from theHe said over 2000 officers ar.
from the

N Hesndwer ni? ngjr? %%}IOCFZQIHEJ the n;

(¥ alcohol will have his vehicle impounded ai.u —
Haruna said the measure will ameliorate the effort ofthe
poiice in detecting causes ofcrashes asweUas discourage dnv-
& rshramdnmictivingpeaataiimig tettb iINjgeiaamYaddotadPt”  FCbegn recovereci from miscreants including one thousand
rotdaumCooppoatinan KWW hassddoataddiand held tratt hundred ammunitions.
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Mother of blind baby
struggles to see gov's wife

From Ismail Mudashir, Kaduna

WORRIED by the plight of her
seven month old blind baby boy,
a-25 year old mother, Aisha Idris,
yesterday created a scene at the
Yusuf Dantsoho General Hospital
svenue ofthe free eye surgery ofthe
wife ofthe Kaduna State Governor,
Hajiya Amina Namadi Sambo.
The womans wailing gener-

ated the attention of those present
at the hospital including the gover-
norswife who was there to inspect
the ongoing surgery 0f592 patients
ofcataract selected for the free pro-
gramme.

The governorswifewho noticed
the womans struggle to reach her,
ordered that she be allowed to see
her. She carried the boyand told the
woman to bring him to her office

next Thursday.

The woman who resides at no.
38 Gobarau Road, Uguwan Rimi
told our correspondent that the
baby, Nura Idris, was born blind
and that his blindness was noticed
blyéhis father when he was two days
old.

“Since his father who is a secu-
rity guard noticed it, we have been
resdess butall our efforts to gethim

operated of the deformity are yet
to produce results. He has a stripe
object in his eyes and according to
ophthalmologists, he mustbe oper-
ated on” she said.

According to her, the boy cries
every time and hardly eats. “He
does not eat, and cries all the time
asyou can see me, | can no longer
eat and sleep well because of his
problem,” she added

She appealed to the wife ofthe
governorto help find solution to the
plight of the boy. “We have taken
him to the National Eye Centre,
Kaduna for medication. The staff
of the Hospital dont help matters
because each time, we want to see
doctor; they would ask us to come
back another time. Please Ma, help
in giving my baby sight. You have
doneitforothers, please do it for the

PIC: FELIX ONIGBINDE

UNIBEN to raise funds
through agric

From Vincent Egunyanga,
Benin

L lrr.

1HE Vice Chancellor of
the University of Benin
Professor Osayuki Osho-
din has said that the uni-
versity would concentrate
on agriculture to generate
revenue, saying it has the
land and manpower to
do so. He said yesterday in
Benin while addressing
newsmen that the institu-
tion could no longer wait
for federal allocations.
Prof Oshodin said, “We
can no longer wait for
funds from the Federal
Government. We  will

journalists

will even go into farming
for funds.”

He said apart from
poor funding, the big-

gest challenge was trying
to reconcile all aggrieved
groups in the university
community,

While appealing to
to help re-
unite the university com-
munity, the vice chan-
cellor counselled against
appealed negative reports
that had characterised the
university in the past nine
months,

He said to encourage
excellence, students who
do well in their depart-

ments would be highly

approach the state and
rewarded.

local governments. We

Budget signing not yet
communicated to me - Bankole

From Nahimah Ajikanle, Lagos

SPEAKER ofthe House of Representatives Dimeji Bankole
has said that the signing ofthe 2010 budget had not been
officially communicated to him.

Speaking to journalists at the Murtala Mohammed
Airport Lagosyesterday, Bankole said he could not estab-
lish whether President Umar Yar adua had signed the
budget purportedly taken to him on his sick bed in Saudi
Avrabia, because he had not been in the office for the past
five days.

He said, | cannot confirm to you whether the presi-
dent has signed the budget, it has not been communicated
to me, but, once it is communicated to me, the House will
take the necessary actions on that .1have not been in touch
for some time, in the past five days | have not been in the
office. Once itis signed, it will be communicated officially.
It probably could have been signed, since | have not been
in the office.”

On the performance of the 2009 budget, Bankole,
said the House would continue to carry out its oversight
responsibilities through its various committees.

The committees are still asking questions on the per-
formance of ministries, department and agencies, until
th~Jis completed | cannot make any official comments on
the performance of the budget. Until that is completed
my comments will be based on what the House com-
mittees have done, then we make appreciable progress

He said he would continue to talk about the over-
sight duties of the House of Representatives as long as he
remained the Speaker.

Bankole added that there were many questions Nigeri-
ans are asking and that the primary duty ofthe House was
to follow the constitution.
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Borno budgets N85bn for 2010

From Isa Umar Gusau & Yahaya Ibrahim,
Maiduguri

GOVERNOR Ali Modu Sheriff of
Borno State has proposed over N85
billion budget for the year 2010 in
which the re-current expenditure was
increased by N3 billion from last year’
budget even as the total budget shows
an increase of N10 billion from what
was presented in 2009.

Tagged budget of “Reformation,
Sustainability, and Rural Transforma-
tion”, Sheriff said the proposal which
was presented before the state Assem-

bly yesterday in Maiduguri included
a total N 24 billion earmarked as
re-current expenditure (day to day
runing of government) while capital
projects are to gulp N64 biilion.
Sheriff noted that the increase in
the 2010 budget which is higher than
that of last year by 12% was because of
what he called “anticipated increase in
our (Borno’) revenue base due largely
to the improvement in the economy
and the measures that would be put
in place in the generation of internal
revenue”.
He highlighted sectoral alloca-

tions in which the educational sector
got the highest vote with N 13.7 billion
for both recurrent and capital expen-
ditures while it was followed by Works
and Transport which was allocated
N12.3billion, the Health sector fol-
lowed with N9.8billion while Hous-
ing and Rural Electrification as well
as Agriculture and Natural Resources
got N7.9billion and N6.3b respectively
in order of priority. Allocations were
also made to all sectors with Sheriff
promising that government officials
would ensure the implementation of
the.budget if passed into law.

Zaria council donates water pumps to boost farming

ZARIA Local Government Council
of Kaduna State yesterday distributed
100 water pumps to boost irrigation
farming in the area.

Speaking during the distribution
ofthe water pumps at the Agriculture
Department of the council, the Chief
of Staff, Government House, Kaduna
Alhaji Audi Mohammed commended
the council for the gesture. Moham-
med, who was represented by retired
Major Aliyu Mohammed, described
the move as complementary to Gov-
ernor Namadi Sambos 11-Point
Agenda. He encouraged the council
chairman to continue with the kind
gesture with a view to empowering
the people and reducing the scourge
of poverty among them. The chief of

staff appealed to the people to give
total support to government poli-
cies and programmes in view ofwhat
the local and state governments were
doing to develop the area.

In his speech, the PDP Vice Chair-
man in Kaduna State Alhaji Hussaini
Jalo urged those that did not benefit to
be patient as theirs would soon come.
Jalo, who was represented by the state
Organising Secretary of PDP, Alhaji
Yahaya Sani, described the council
chairman as a dynamic leader and
urged him not to relent in his efforts.
Earlier, the Emir of Zazzau Alhaji
Shehu Idris who was represented
by the Jakadan Zazzau Alhaji Jabiru
Muktari said the gesture was the 11th
of its kind in the local government.

He called on farmers to plant Jatropha
trees in their farmlands to protect the
environment from desert encroach-
ment.

The emir added that ’.'jatropha
can also be used for bio-fuel produc-
tion.” In a remark, the council Chair-
man, Alhaji Yahaya Aminu, said his
administration embarked on the
gesture to give all manner of people,
especially the less privileged a sense
of belonging. Aminu urged the ben-
eficiaries to use the items judiciously
to improve their living standards. Pov-
erty alleviation materials distributed
included 100 water pumps, 50 sewing
machines, 10 refrigerators, 10 grind-
ing machines and 10 leather sewing
machines, among others. (NAN)
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Red Cross to assist victims
of Bauchl crisiIs

From Muhammad Abubakar, Bauchi

THE International Commit-
tee of the Red Cross has prom-
ised to assist children who were
injured and displaced due to the
recent religious crisis in Zango,

Bauchi State, where members of
an Islamic sect known as Kala
Kato clashed with security oper-
atives leading to. the death-of.
about 70 persons. The Commu-
nications Officer ofthe commit-

tee in Nigeria Mr. Robin Waudo .

who arrived the state Wednesday
to assess the situation said nor-
malcy had returned and that the
-Eo«wyittee in collaboration with
the state office of the Red Cross
would cater for the 23 displaced
and affected children. He said

when he visited the children at the
state police command where they
are taking refuge, he observed
mthat they were traumatised and-
needed medical attention and
‘other assistance. Mr. Waudo said
so far the children had been pro-

Don't collect 2010 hajj fares yet, Sokoto LGs told

From Rakiya A.Muhammad, Sokoto

LOCAL government hajj registra-
tion officers in Sokoto State have
been told not to collect 2010 hajj
fares in their respective areas until
directed accordingly.

The Special Adviser, Pilgrims
Welfare Agency Alhaji Abdul-

Polio: Katsina
1.9m children

THE  Executive Chairman,
Katsina Primary Healthcare
Development Agency (PHCDA)
Ahmed Qabasiyu has said that 1.9
million children were immunised
during the November round of
polio immunisation in the state.
Qabasiyu made this known in
Katsinayesterday \yjhen members
of the Journalists Initiatives on
Polio Immunisation visited him.

He said the successes so far
recorded in the exercise was facili-
tated by continuous sensitisation
campaigns carried out by the state
government.

We mobilised traditional
rulers, religious leaders, NGOs
and other stakeholders toward
a successful immunisation exer-

lahi Abdullahi Mai Gwandu gave
the directive while speaking at a
meeting with hajj stakeholders
from across the state. Alhaji Mai
Gwandu said the officers should
wait for approval from the state
government before receiving
fares from intending pilgrims to
the next-hajj exercise.

Immunises

cise,” Qabasiyu said. He also said
the state government had pro-
'vided mosquito treated nets to
the people in an effort to reduce
malaria among pregnant women
and children.

The executive chairman reit-
erated the governments com-
mitment toward the eradication
of the six child-killer diseases.
Qabasiyu commended the media
for their support toward the suc-
cesses recorded in the immunisa-
tion.

Earlier, the Chairman of
the initiative, Alhaji Abdullahi
Yamadi, pledged the support of
the mediain sensitising the public
to the importance ofthe immuni-
sation programme. (NAN).

Gwandu said the meeting was '
aimed atdiscussing problems that
were experienced during the 2009
hajj exercise. He added that the
meeting was part of measures to
ensure success of the 2010 hajj
exercise. The Special Adviser
assured that prerequisite for the
next hajj exercise would be putin

place on time to ensure its success.
He expressed appreciation to God
for the success of the 2009 hajj.
Meanwhile, Director- General of
Agency Alhaji Bello Isa Ambarura
has disclosed that refund of hajj
fares for intending pilgrims who
could not perform the 2009 hajj
would commence on Monday.

Police foil robbery attack, kill
suspected armed robber

THE police in Zaria, Kaduna State
Tuesday night foiled a robbery
attack and killed one suspected
armed robber on the Kano-Zaria
expressway.

Correspondents say the rob-
bers had engaged the police in a
gun battle but the police success-
fully overpowered them. Con-
firming the incident yesterday,
the Police Area Commander
for Zaria, ACP Abubakar Dan-
malam, said the police acted on
atip-offby some good Nigerians.
He said, “The bandits had suc-
cessfully mounted a roadblock
on Kano-Zaria expressway ter-
rorising commuters but with the
help of God and a tip-offby mem-
bers ofthe public we successfully

‘thwarted their intention. The fire
exchange forced members ofthe
robbery gangto run into the bush
leaving one of them dead. | want
to assureyou that our operational
success depends on reliable infor-
mation we get from the public.
We consider it very important for
people to cooperate. | therefore
want to appeal to the members
of the public to kindly assist the
police with useful information to
enable us (to) discharge our duty
diligently,” Danmalam added.
Commenting on the issue, the
council Chairman, Sabon-Gari
Local Government, Alhaji Kas-
simu Lawal-Abasco, commended
the effort ofthe police and urged
them to sustain the tempo. (NAN)

vided clothes, blankets and medi-
cation.

The ICRC spokesman also
expressed satisfaction with the-
way the state government and the
state office ofthe Red Cross were
handling the situation.

Maryam was
a loyal

wife - Aliyu

From Ismail Adebayo, Birnin Kebbi,

KEBBI State Acting Governor
Ibrahim K. Aliyu has described
the late wifg of former President
Ibrahim 6adamasi Babangida as
a loyal wife and a role model for
women.

Alhaji Aliyu in statement
signed by the state Director of
Information Garba Hamisu Zuru’
said the former first lady would
not be forgotten by the Nigerian
people, particularly woraen.

The acting governor on
behaif of the government and
people of Kebbi State con-
doled retired General Ibrahim
Babangida over the death and
prayed to Allah for the repose
of her soul.

A delegation of government
officials and politicians from the
state went to Minna yesierdav to
condole Babangida.

Ondoto
give 5,000
scholarships

From Leye Adewumi, Akure

CHAIRMAN of the Ondo
State Scholarship Board Mrs.
Remi Edu Ondo yesterday said
the government had approved
the disbursement of scholar-
ships to Ondo students in ter-
tiary institutions across the
country.

Edu who spoke through a
member of the Board, Com-
rade Pius Omolola, in a chat
with newsmen in Akure yes-
terday said the disbursement
of the funds would begin next
year.

Omolola commended Gov-
ernor Olusegun Mimiko for
approving the funds.saying it
would boost education in the
state.

He said members of the
Board had earlier toured the
six geo-political zones to get
the exact data of Ondo stu-
dents in higher institutions
across the country.

“we have been brainstorm-
ing on how to ensure a smooth
take-off of the programme.
Students with physical chal-
lenges will get automatic schol-
arship,” she said.
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2010: DPP, NCP
urge political
reawakening

By Abbas Jimoh & Abdul-
mutallib A. Abubakar

NIGERIANS should wake
up and take their des-
tiny into their hands in
the interest of the nations
democracy, the Demo-
cratic Peoples Party (DPP)
National Chairman Lt.
Gen. Jeremiah Useni (rtd.)
has said.

In a New Year message,
Useni said that events
of 2009 are not good for
Nigerians especially on
the political horizon and
advised politicians to serve
the interest of the masses
to avoid political turmoil
in the country.

DPP% acting Director
of Media and Publicity
Abubakar Ateeku Yusuf
quoted Useni as saying,
“Nigerian politicians have
not serve the interest of
the masses of this coun-

Falled Hay;

Grou

travel age

By Abbas Jimoh

THE Muslim Rights Con-
cern (MURIC) has called
for a speedy trial ofa travel
agentwho was arrested yes-
terday by the Lagos State
Police Command.

Alhaji Abdul Rahman
Arowolo is the owner
of BinSheikh Air Serv-
ices which was allegedly
involved in controversies
over failed Hajj trips involv-
ing millions of naira in the
past three or four years.

MURIC Director Is-haq
Akintola said in a state-
ment that Arowolo col-
lected money from intend-
ing pilgrims for Hajj 2007
but failed to take them to
Saudi Arabia for the spir-
itual exercise.

“Instead oftaking them
to the holy land, Arowolo
transported them in two
luxurious buses to Cot-
onou under the pretext
that he had arranged a

wants

try and the masses are
not happy, as we approach
many political activities
in 2010 and the coming
2011 general elections,
Nigerians, must wake up
and take their destiny in
their hands, otherwise
they would continue to
be taken for a ride by the
political elites,” Useni sdid.

Nigerians will no longer
tolerate Dblatant lies and
mischievous inclinations
by government officials, the
National Conscience Party
(NCP) has said.

NCP national chairman
Afolabi Gbajumo said this
in a statement to usher in
the year 2010.

The party, which was
founded by the late Chief
Gani Fawehinmi, said it
would be in the forefront of
constitutionally-legitimate
struggles of the Nigerian
masses.

1t tried

flight which would take
off from there. The poor
victims were abandoned
in a mosque in Cotonou
for five traumatizing days.
Arowolo has since been
playing hide and seek
since then,” the statement
read.

He said the travel agent
had tried to do the same
in 2008 and 2009, but his
attempts were thwarted by
the group.

Akintola said Arowol was
reported to the Economic
and Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC) and
the National Hajj Commis-
sion of Nigeria (NAHCON)
in Abuja, which placed a
ban on his agency.

MURIC therefore war-
ned dubious travel agents
involved in the airlifting of
pilgrims to desist from their
nefarious activities because
the group will do all could
until they are brought to
book.

CONGESTION on the Kaduna-Lokoja road yesterday.
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SAN rationalises Kutigi's
swearing-in of Katsina-Alu

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin

A Senior Advocate of Nigeria (SAN) Dr. Samson Sani
Ameh has said that the swearing-in of Justice Aloy-
sius lyorgher Katsina-Alu as the new Chief Justice of
Nigeria (CIN) by Justice Idris Legbo Kutigi who retired
as Chief Justice of Nigeria yesterday was rational and
in accordance with the laws of the Federal Republic
of Nigeria.

Dr. Ameh (SAN) told Daily Trust in an interview yes-
terday that: What Justice Kutigi did can be termed as a
rational action as opposed to people who are tied to what |

will call constitutional illusion or can be described as arm-
chair critics”.

According to the SAN, the swearing-in ofJustice Isa Ayo
Salami as the President ofthe Court of Appeal by the CIN
was normal as it was done in the days ofJustice D. D. Abutu
who was recently sworn-in as ChiefJudge of the Federal
High Court.

“According to the second schedule ofthe Oath Act Cap
33 ofthe Laws of the Federation of Nigeria, the President
or the Chief Justice of Nigeria (CjN) can administer both
the Oath of Allegiance and the Judicial Oath on the CIN”,
Dr. Ameh maintained.

Women ministry, peace
ambassador condole with IBB

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin & Akor Ojoma

THE Ministry of Women Affairs and Social Development
has commiserated with the family of General Ibrahim
Babangida, the people of Niger and Delta States as well as
the entire nation over the death ofthe former First Lady
Mrs. Maryam Babangida.

A statement signed by her media secretary Saghir A. El-
Mohammed said the Minister, iMrs. Salamatu Suleiman,
received the news with deepest regret and sorrow as the
former First Lady contributed greatly to the socio-eco-
nomic upliftment of Nigerian women.

“Perhaps one ofthe most visible contributions of the
late Maryam was the establishment ofthe National Centre
for Women Development, Abuja, which now stands as an

international monument for the integration of Nigerian
women in the development process”, she said.

Also, the United Nations’ Youth Ambassador ofJPeace
in Nigeria, Moses Oriri fias commiserated with the'Tamily
of former President Ibrahim Badamosi Babangida on the
demise ofhis wife, Hajiya Maryam Babangida.

In a condolence message addressed to the retired gen-
eral Oriri described Maryam’ death as ablow to Nigerians,
especially those that are benefitting from her projects that
are centered on womens empowerment and educational
development across the country.

Nigeria has lost a pillar, the beacon of our generation,
the ray of light for the struggle,” Oriri said in the con-
dolence letter made available to newsmen yesterdav in
Abuja.

Ex-Trade Bank MD's family urges police to stop

From Mustafa Abubakar, llorin

THE family ofthe former managing director ofthe defunct
Trade Bank Pic Mr. Samuel Ereole Kolawole who died in his
hotel room in llorin, Kwara State capital, has urged the state
police to stop further enquiries over his death.

A statement issued in llorin signed by the members
of the Kolawole family said, “As we all know that life is

sacred and a gift from God. We thereby wish to request
that further enquiries into the cause of the death be
stopped to give the family opportunity to mourn our
departed son and to avoid further griefon the part of
the family”

The statement signed by Mr. Alabi Oluwafemi, (cousin),
Mr. Dada Sunday (nephew) and Mr. Banji Olarenwaju said
a follow up report from the family’s medical doctor Dr. L

Shittu, of Temitope Hospital, llorin, said “Kolawole died
ofhypertension for which he has been receiving treatment
some years back now”.

The deceased has been on treatment for hypertension,
the family doctor for 15 years, said.

It would be recalled that, the former MD ofthe defunct
Trade Bank Pic reportedly died in one ofthe hotelsin llorin
on Monday afternoon.
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Gov tasks security agents over murder

From Zakariyya Adaramola, Lagos

EKITI State Governor Segun Oni
has called on the police, State Secu-
rity Service (SSS) and other secu-
rity agencies in the country to asa
matter of urgency apprehend the
murderers ofPrince Adebisi Ogun-
dere, a lawyer to Osun State Gov-

ernor Olagunsoye Oyinlola who
was killed by suspected assassins
on Saturday.

In a statement signed by the
ChiefPress Secretary to the Gov-
ernor Mr. Wale Ojo-Lanre Gover-
nor Oni said, “Those who derive
joy in taking other peoples lives
just to achieve temporary success

must not be allowed to live among
the people. Whathappened isto say
the least, barbaric and satanic. How
can peoplewho have blood flowing
in their veins set a fellow human
being ablaze? This to me is the
height ofbarbarism and the murder
of Ogundere must.not be allowed
to go the way of other unresolved

murder cases in this country”.

He advised politicians not to be
desperate in their pursuit for power.
“I have heard people making noise
about electoral reforms and my
reaction has always been that poli-
ticians need the reform more than
the Independent National Elec-
toral Commission (INEC) and the

electoral law. If people who claim
to be democrats are forging police
reports, affidavits and other vital
documents in their bid to get elec-
toral victories through the courts,
then we all need to be on our knees
and pray to God so that desperate
politicians do not destroy Nigeria
for us,”he said.

New Year: FRSC
cautions motorists

From Ismail Adebayo, Birnin-
Kebbi

THE Federal Road Safety
Corps (Fi*C) in Kebbi
State has advised motorists
to be cautious during the
festive period.

The state Sector Com-
mander of the FRSC M. |
Garbawho spoke yesterday
in Birnin Kebbi said the
command had put in place
a special traffic control
measure to make roads in
the state safe and accident-
free. He said over 250 mar-
shals had been deployed to
strategic roads in the state.

He said the corps would
check overloading, over-
speeding, dangerous over-
taking and poor lighting
system.

“We all know that these
inherent dangers negate the
principle of safedriving and
could cause accidents,” he
said.

Sokoto commences
aerial spray of
farms

THE Sokoto State govern-
ment has embarked on an
aerial spray of farms to rid
them of quelea birds, the
Director of Produce in the
Ministry of Agriculture
Alhaji Atiku Ladan has
said.

Ladan who disclosed
this in an interview with
newsmen in Sokoto yester-
day said the exercise would
be carried out in Goronyo
and Wurno Local Govern-
ment Areas. He said the
birds were responsible for
over 80 per cent ofdestruc-
tion of farm produce in the
state. Ladan also said that
the menace of the birds
was more prevalent on the
farmlands along the fringes
of Goronyo dam. He said
the aerial spray was better
than the traditional method
of killing the birds. Ladan,
however warned children
in the affected areas against
eating birds that might die
as a result of the spray-
ing. It would be recalled
that the Federal Ministry
of Agriculture and Water
Resources conducted simi-
lar exercise in the areas last
week. Grains destroyed by
the birds include rice, mil-
let, guinea corn and wheat,
among others. (NAN)

CHAIRMAN, NDLEA Amadu Giade (right) with the Director General of the authority Lanre Ipinmiso, during the meeting with House Committee on
Drugs and Narcotics at the National Assembly, Abuja yesterday.

Nasarawa proposes N67.8bn for 2010

From Hir Joseph, Lafia

NASARAWA State Governor Aliyu Akwe
Doma has presented before the state House
of Assembly the 2010 budget of N67.8 billion,
indicating an increase of N9.3 billion over the
2009 budget.

About N40.6 billion which is 60 percent
of the budget is for capital expenditure while
N27.2billion representing 40 percent of the
total budget is for recurrent expenditure. The
Ministry of Works and Transport has the high-
est allocation of N11.7billion while the Minis-
try of Information has zero allocation.

Doma said the budget was guided by the
internal revenue base, the current global eco-
nomic meltdown and the benchmark of $57 per
barrel of crude oil. He said the budget hopes
to complete all projects initiated by his admin-
istration and provide for new projects that are
necessary for the socio-economic development
of the state.

The governor said the sources of funds
for the 2010 budget tagged, “Budget of Real-
ity” include the statutory revenue allocation of
N26.3 billion, excess crude oil receipts of N10
billion, Value Added Tax of N5.3billion, inter-
nally generated revenue of N12 billion, grants

and loans totalling N 11billion and miscellane-
ous receipts of N3 billion. Accessing the 2009
budget implementation, Doma said, “l must
admit that 2009 was a difficult and challeng-
ing fiscal year. This unfortunate and unforeseen
situation was caused by the global economic
meltdown which severely affected the national
and state revenue earnings.”

He added that the total revenue realised
from all sources in the third quarter 0f2009 was
N38billion which is 66 percent ofthe expected
revenue. Ofthis amount, the recurrent receipts
stood at N23 billion while capital receipts was
N15 billion.

Rivers shuts down spare parts market

THE Rivers governmenthas ordered the closure
of Ikoku Spare Parts Market in Port Harcourt
due its poor sanitary condition.

Mr Lekan Ige, the Press Secretary in the states
Environmental Sanitation Authority, told news-
men in Port Harcourt yesterday that the mar-
ket, located on Olu Obasanjo Road, was shut on
Tuesday.

"It is the intention of the Rivers State Gov-
ernment, through the state environmental sani-
tation authority, to ensure cleanliness in Port
Harcourt and Ikoku spare parts market as it is

popularly known, is one of such areas that have
remained very dirty in Port Harcourt.

"Several attempts to appeal to the conscience
ofthe traders have failed and we decided to goto
the market and shut it down indefinitely pend-
ing when the traders will see reasons with the
sanitation authority and ensure cleanliness ofthe
entire place,” he said.

Ige said the traders littered the area with
scraps and unused cars which blocked traffic on
the road and the nearby Ntawogba creek, adding
that the blocked creek caused flooding in Pott

Harcourt city.

He promised that the market would be re-
opened once the traders complied with the
directives ofthe sanitation authority. According
to Ige, the Commissioner for Environment, Mr
Kingsley Chindah, who witnessed the closure of
the market, reiterated the governments deter-
mination to ensure cleanliness in the state capi-
tal and its environs. He said the commissioner
warned that government would not hesitate to
close other markets, companies or public places
whose premises were dirty. (NAN)
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Online Reactions

WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING ON www.dailytrust.com

Nigeria names 24 for Angola 2010

The coach has no better option
available to him. We can only
wish the nation a successful tour-

SIM card
registration:
What Nigerians say

I congratulate the NCC for
their bold decision albeit belat-
edly. Nigeria is one of the few
countries in the world where SIM
cards can be purchased on the
road side without documentation.
The implication being that such
cards could be used to commit
crimes and disposed off imme-
diately without trace.419, kid-
napping and armed robbery have
a firm grip on Nigeria because
before now there is no regulation
on the sale and use of SIM cards
in Nigeria.

Vitalis

nonvit@yahoo.com

Bauchi: Death
toll from clashes
climbs to 70

I am not from the north but |
work here in the north, and ifl am
to tell the truth the northern part
of Nigeria is the most peaceful
part SAVE for these crises. Please
what is the aim of these people?

0J

ladiran@gmail.com

CIA rejects
charge it failed
to share bomb
suspect
Intelligence

How can the CIA say a com-
plaint was tabled on their desk
and they dont have the name of
the person who was complained
about?

Jibril

jballyl 06@yahoo.com

nament.
Basheer Maigandi

basheermaigandi@ymail. com

Hello Nigeria.... | think coach
make a nice selection here but the
problem isthatWedon need lazy

strikers. The best strikers we have
for now are Osaze Odemwingie
and Obafemi Martins. Good luck

uagmire avoided as...
utigr swears In Katsina-Alu

JUSTICE Katsina-Alu

If the ChiefJustice cn swear
in the Nations President, | do not
know or see why he cannot swear

in the Nations new Chief Justice.
| cannot understand what all this
fuss is about. The fact that all the

Galadima: FEC, N/Assembly
lied on supplementary budget

AR Bere 188 clear cut point
here. Something is wrong and
everything is being done to hide
the truth. | dont know why Mr
President will not let his VP to
take over until he is well enough
to come back so that Nigeria
can move forward. As a nation,
the world has already left us far
behind and everything must be
done to get us back on track. If
truly Mr President did not sign
the supplementary budget and
PDP lied to us, then it is all over
for Nigeria because we have all
entered the pocket of some few
individuals. Come to think ofit, if
Mr President has been preaching
the rule oflaw; | believe he means

N
it. That means left to him he

would have asked the VP to take
over until he regains his strength
to lead this country again. | hope
2010 will not be like 2009.
Aji Isuwa Suleiman
suleimanaji@yahoo.com

The FEC and National Assem-
bly should prove to Nigerians that
the president actually signed the
supplementary budget to erase
any doubt in the minds of Nige-
rians. Let us have the boldness to
say the truth even if it will make
us unpopular. *

Yakubu Nandang
yakubunandang@yahoo.com

Last moments with Mum - By Maryam's son

Salaam! | will like to oomdolp
her family and the entire people
oPNiger State. May her gentle soul
rest in perfect peace. Ameen.

Abubakar I. Suleiman

aisulaiman@yahoo.com

May Allah SWT grant her
Janatul Firdaus (Amin). May her
good deeds shine in her grave and
may Allah SWT give her family
the fortitude to bear this great
ioss(Amin). av4.;

Abdullahi Ahmed Yusu

AAYUSHE@YBH00,COM ki

May her soul rest in perfect
peace, amin. When people of
such high status in the society die,
what do we as a people/Muslims
in Nigeria reflect upon? Does it
not teach us any form of lesson?
| use this opportunity to call on
Nigerians especially Muslims to
wake up to their responsibili-

wealth/poverty,or status

does not in any way impress Allah.
Death will come upon us one day
whether we like it or not. Our dear
president is sick in the hospital
today...who will help him except
Allah? Not the best doctors ofthis
whole world or all the riches of
men/jinn can cure him. Nigerians
is it not high time we look inward
ofus and change? Allah is full of
Mercy. It is not too late to change.
Amina
sulwyrl99p@yahoa.eom

former Chief Justices have been
sworn in by former Heads of State
is irrelevant. The outgoing Chief
justice, swearing in a new Chief
Justice is not a big deal. Nigeria is
notruled or governed by conven-
tions, as such we should all move
on. All those screaming foul over
this issue are just mischief and
trouble makers. Ifthe new Chief
Justice is capable, fair and just,
free of corruption and fearless,
these are the only things that mat-
ter and nothing else.

Patrick Agbobu
info@abhoils.com

The Nigeria Question is: Where
exactly is President Yaradua?

L.M. Isa

lavvista@yahoo.com

Nigeria.
Prince
djprincemaurice@yahoo.com

The sanctity and respectability
ofthejudiciary in Nigeria is found
nowhere in politick May the wis-
dom and diligence of the judici-
ary be a model to the politics of
the Nation. *

Isa Mariri

isamariri@yahoo.Com

Our new CJN ofNigeria, this is
agreat task that has been assigned
to you for now. The eyes of all
Nigerians -the common man and
the rich - will be on you. Try to
revive the judicial system in this
country such that everyone will
be treated equally before it. May
Allah give you the ability to carry
your duty diligently. Ameen.

Abubakar Chika Maru

abubakarsuleimati2009@
yahpo.com

Terror: Full body scanners
for Nigerian, Dutch airports

This is a welcome develop-
ment even if it infringes on
privacy rights. We must pay
a high price for our safety
because some extremists
are willing to pay any price
to destroy innocent people.
Kudos to FAAN!

Pwaveno Bamaiyi
Vi

W hether Total Body Imag-
ing Scanners are put in place,
and whether President Obama
has approved its usage, are
both hypocritical questions.
Unless the spirit of the secu-
rity agencies is transformed
into that ofsincere and trans-
parent service, no amount of
scanners or approval would
bring down the rates ofglobal
terror. We don't need scan-
ners; we need spiritual reform!

Isa Mariri
isamariri@yahoacom

I think the world is becom-
ing another thing entirely.
How can you in the name
of security expose or strip a
human being naked before the

public? It is a public disgrace
and God forbids it. May God
save this world from satan’

griP-

Ademola Ojelabi
dmlojelabi@gmail.com

May Allah forgive our sins.
Wallahi only Allah knows
what He created in Men/Jinn.
All these gadgets/IT wont help
the world except we begin to
adopt the right ways of doing
things. Al-Qaeda is managed
by people. What is the pride
and forJhow long would we in
the name ofpride in this world
not be willing to talk and say
the truth? Young innocent
people are dying and'are being
co-opted and brainwashed
into this unholy suicide. Mus-
lim leaders and scholars in
the world must rise up to this
challenge and speak to educate
people about the true teach-
ings of Islam and innovations
in the religion. Allah (SWA)
said He will definitely try us
as Muslims

Amina
suhayrl990@yahoo.com
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By Hamisu Salihu Hadejia

The Faruk Mutallab saga:
Sanusi Abubakar misfired

n his Tuesday column (29 Decem-
ber, 2009), the newly “inducted”
Daily Trust columnist, Sanusi
Abubakar, struggled to have his
gullible readers believe that the

Egypt was at its bitterest best in 1954, an
incidence happened that caused Israeli
Foreign Minister to Resign in disgrace.
Whatwas it? The Israel government then
launched a covert campaign dubbed:

alleged attempted bombing of an ajfperation Suzannah™under which it

liner by a Nigerian, Umar Faruk Abdul
Mutallab was, like Boko Haram and
Kala Kato oflate, the product of North-
ern NigeriaV'Sofeial malfunction. This
is despite the fact that Sanusi. knows
quite alriglrt that the alleged attempted
bomber spent much, if not most, of his
life outside Nigeria rather than inside
it thereby foreclosing any possibility of
his getting indoctrinated in the North\
Nigeria. In fact, ifat all the factor of an
actors milieu is to be fallen back upon
for explanation on Farug Mutallabs
alleged terrorist act, countries like
Togo, Britain, Dubai and Yemen where

This is despite the fact
that Sanusi knows
quite alrightthat the
alleged attempted
bomber spent much

the young Mutallab had cause to spend
some considerable spell of his lifetime
should be the focus of our attention and,
hence, the target ofour vituperation; not
Nigeria- a country that gave Faruk only
his primary education.

Without attempting to question the
competence of Sanusi as a columnist,
the finality of his argument made me
wonder whether he had read enough of
literature before daily trust thought of
thrusting awhole column unto his lap.
If at all he did, why then would he (as a
journalist or columnist) so presumptu-
ously and uncritically accept or, to put
it precisely, believe, that the attempted
airliner bombing by Faruk really take
place and was not a hoax. And, why
would Mai. Sanusi even make the sheep-
ishly sloppy attempt to draw correlation
or a functional relationship between
the alleged attempted bombing and
the social super structure in the Mus-
lim North? That was what statisticians
would calltype I error’!

ismy firm believe that, if Sanusi had
nly been aware of such incidences
the Lavon Affair and the 9/11 con-

(Israel) plotted to murder Americans
and blow up American installations in
Egypt. The ultimate aim wasto leave false
evidence that the Egyptian did itthereby
instigating America in to waging war
against Egypt on the side of Israel. Butas
the good and compassionate God would
see to it, the plot was exposed (though
some American installations had already
been blown up) and the Israeli agents
were caught red handed forcing the
resignation of Pinhas Lavon; the Israeli
Foreign Minister from which the affair
draws its name.

The 9\11 Conspiracy Perspective

Certain happenings prior to, during
and after the 9\11 attack on WTC and
the Pentagon have combined to make
some people (including this writer)
believe that the incidence was but what
Margaret Truman would(in her novel
so named) call: “Murder in the White
House- the crime only an insider could
commit”. Thus, thanks to the tirelessly
courageous research of Sen. David
Duke, we now know the following facts
about 9\11:

(@ The US Army School for
Advanced Military Studies (SAMS) had
released a 68-page sturdy published in
the Washington Times (of September
10,2001) which indicated the possibil-
ity of America’s (and Israel’s) foreknowl-
edge ofthe 9\11. It reads: “Ofthe Mos-
sad, the Israeli intelligence service, the
SAMS officers say: Wildcat, ruthless and
cunning. Has the capabilityto target U.S
Forces and make it look like a Palestin-
ian\Arab act.”

(b) Despite the initial claim of mass
Jewish death toll, only three Jews were
actually said to have been killed in the
9\11 attack. And this was confirmed to
New York Times by Israeli U.S Consul
then, Alon Pinkas.

(c) Alex Diamandis, vice President
of sales and marketing in an instant mes-
saging firm had confirmed that workers
in Odigo’s Research and Development
and International sales office in Israel
received a warning approximately two
hours prior to the first attack on the
WTC and the Pentagon.’

Now, with the very world we live
in having witnessed the Lavon Affair

piracy theory propounded on sound@nd; failed to answer hordes of ques-
mpirical evidences by no less a person“ons aboutthe 9\11, what, in this world,
an the US's David Duke, he wouldgWill ever be taken on face value? Thus,

not only have treated the “Mutallab
Saga” with the uttermost circumspec-
tion deserving of it, but also, tarried his
pouring ofvenom and blame on North-
ern Nigerian Muslims for the alleged
attempted act. Le*me enlighten Sanusi
on the accounts of the above conspirato-
rial plots so that when ftexttime news of
Faruk Mutallab’ nature comes up on the
global media market, he would have first
to critically examine the “commodity”
before buying itblindly and going ahead
to harp and pontificate about its quality
and all that jazz.

The Lavon Affair

When antagonism between Israel and

it is, also, in this context that analysts,
commentators and columnists are sup-
pose to view the Faruk Mutallab bomb-
ing palaver because his case too has lots
of vital questions begging for answers.
For instance, ifthe Mutallab family had
alerted both national and international
security agencies on not only the “lost
of Faruk but also, his being a security
threat, why was Faruk not placed on the
no-flightlists ofboth Nigeriaand Amer-
ica; which would have led to his capture
hands down?

Hadejia is ofthe DepartmentofEco-
nomics, Bayero University, Kano (ham-
sal22@yahoo.com)
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By Kabiru Danladi Lawanti

m

Much ado about the
Sardauna Foundation

any people, including
thijs writer, were very
sceptical about the
sincerity of the peo-
ple who gathered in

- is independent of anybody. But Arewa

House is a legacy that would have been
considered in setting up the whole idea
of the Foundation. It would have been
easier for Arewa House to be adjusted to

Kaduna recently to launch 2R8$i88taswiration of the Sir Ahmadu

to remember the life and time ofthe first
and the last premier of the Northern
region, Sir Ahmadu Bello, the Sardauna
of Sokoto. One has cause to question the
morale ofthose who organised the cer-
emony in the first place, because such
events, in the past, have been used, to
serve as an avenue for people seeking
cheap media publicity, using the lega-
cies of Sardauna, to make controversial
statements that can earn them cover
pages of national dailies. Thus, money
realized covers the expenses of the
organisers, in terms oflogistics, public-
ity and in most cases refreshments and
even accommodation in big hotels for
the organizers. The fan-fair starts and
ends there.

One kept wondering what the gov-
ernor ofa state that has no single stand-
ard primary or secondary school in his
home state, was doing in raising funds
for a foundation, which was meant to
immortalize Sardauna? What the 19
Northern state governors need today is
not snatching an event like that to show
how they loved Sardauna, but to use the
resources at their disposal to improve
the standard of life of their poverty-
stricken citizens. Of what benefit is the

Q tZ Thus, Arewa House has
saved the initiators from
building new offices for
the foundation, which
may take years to finish

foundation ifthe same money that was
meant to provide water, schools and
hospitals is set aside in a foundation that
has no executive powers? The present
leaders of the Northern region, 90% of
them are directbeneficiaries of Sardau-
na$ foresight of implementing good
policies thatbordered around education
especially, improving the quality of life
ofhis subject.

est way to immortalize
Im is to "ensure they have done
omething similar to what the

withstanding, our scepticisms
and criticisms are of no use for now.
The Foundation has been launched.
Pledges and cash have been realized;
ours here as usual is to suggest to the
organizers what we think should be
done so that the good intention ofsome
of the organizers does not go in vein.
For me, as many suggested, with Arewa
House, the need for the Foundation
does not arise in the first place. Arewa
House, although some argue that since
the Centre is under ABU Zaria, would
notbe asindependentas a foundation as
a one created purposely for that which

Bello Foundation. Arewa House as it is
now has just been turned into an archi-
val Centre, where most ofthe materials
stored, are in various stages of decay.
How best can we immortalize Sardauna
than to preserve his legacies?

According to the organisers, the
objective ofthe Foundation isto under-
take research on the life and legacies of
the late Sardauna, in the areas of val-
ues in service, leadership, develop-
ment strategies, educatjon, religious
and ethnic tolerance, transparency and
accountability. However, this should be
extended by really applying the funds
raised to undertake along term sustain-
able poverty reduction in a meaningful
way that would make discernible impact
on the life of the people of the North.
Then a holistic approach has to be
undertaken by the Foundation in mak-
ing Arewa House to become research
centre, inviting resource persons from
time to time to undertake research in
the areas ofpoverty alleviation, empow-
erment ofthe poor and also coming out
with core programmes in economic and
social development, health, education,
and human rights. Thus, Arewa House
has saved the initiators from building
new offices for the Foundation, which
may take years to finish.

uc we want to help tHe
N . our effort will be ii}
Y the political will is not

needed. In the last decade, the region
has received an unprecedented revenue
from the federation account which the
Sardauna has never seen even 5% of it,
plus also the excess crude funds and
internally generated revenue or IGR.
But the evident ofthese revenues are not
seen in the lives of our ordinary people.
What characterized the region today is
millions of school age children roam-
ing the major streets of Kano, Katsina,
Gombe, Maiduguri etc. with begging
bowls, large chunk of unemployed
youth in every corner with little or no
hope, religious and ethnic violence,
which claimed over 20,000 lives in Jos,
Kaduna, Kano, Bauchi, Maiduguri, the

ardauna did for the region 43 yekg§entone being the Kala Kato incident

in Bauchi.

Weare in deep crises asa society, but
few, ifatall realize this. Isit not evidence
enough that hopelessness can drive
young minds like Umar Faruk Mutallab
to try to blow himself in a plane with
hundreds ofother passengers in the US?
The North needs to organise itself. Our
society is dying and we are busy squan-
dering every opportunity given to us.
The Sardauna Foundation therefore is
not and should not be the last solution
to our heaps of problems, but rather a
starting point.

Lawanti wrotefrom Area 11, Garki,
Abuja.

tifllre. Therefore it is the sole responsi-
bty of State Governors to derive the
sOCial change which the North much
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Your Letters

Whenthe vice president
canvalidlyactwithout
the president's
authority

ermit me a space in your
idely' read newspaper
react to a publication
hich appeared in the

Friday, January 1,2010

4ey putand Kloi
remove your hlams'

enriched with legal reasoning and
argument relating to the absence
of President Umaru Yaradua on
health ground particularly, how
justifiable it would for the Vice
President to step into the shoes
ofthe President and perform real
executive functions. Interestingly,
the writer tried, albeit, unsuccess-
fully to justify his position on the
issue by relying on some consti-
tutional provisions, particularly
Sections 145, 141, 144(2) and

Opinion Column of your pas(1) of the Constitution of the
with the above caption, cre@tdggral Republic ofNigeria, 1999.

to one Sylvester Udemezue. The
said publication which appeared
in the Daily Trust edition of
Tuesday, December, 29, 2009 is

To begin with, the writer
pointed out significant lacu-
nae created by Section 1450fthe
Constitution which, according to

Textuson 08131 800030

Where's the evidence?
NIGERIANS will sure be mighty
interested to see photo ofthe pres-
ident signing the budget.

A. Mohammed, 07035218214.

Stop this vicious cycle

FOR God sake what is happening
in Nigeria, especially in the north?
CAN and JNI leaders should edu-
cate their people on how to leave
in peace with one another. Chris-
tianity and Islam do not encour-
age conflict, Lets stop fighting
and killing ourselves, and start
talking.
MBOBALA,
07038735473.

Bauchi,

Good question

DID ¢ Faruk Mutallab do his
national service via the NYSC?
See how big men are not follow-
ing laws?

HUSAINI, Lafia, 08039668253.

Moot point
OBVIOUSLY, the promise of

6000mw cannot be realised. That
being so, Nigerian government
officials should stop telling us
what they know is not feasible.
NASIRJikan Sarki, Tsohon Gari,
Rano, Kano, 07035856895.

Akunyili disowns a Nigerian?
WE are not in support of
Mutallabsaction in the US; but we
are shocked by Akunyilisremarks
on the matter. She appears to dis-
own acitizen of Nigeria. | doubt if
she would done so if the individ-
ualjnvolved hailed from Anam-
bra or Enugu.
KAMAL
Shakwakwa, 310
Kano, 07037382400.

lbrahim Sani
Indabawa,

Tragic

IN what way again can our
beloved country Nigeria be
rebranded than this, on Christ-
mas day at the end ofthe year and
also atthe end ofa decade and on
a holiday and the whole attention
was on the news, CNN? It is time

f\& a fryspper
for Ple”bo”

him, does not say what happens
in a situation where the Presi-
dent fails. Section 145 states that
“Whenever the President trans-
mit to the President ofthe Senate
and the Speaker of the House of
Representatives a written decla-
ration that he is proceeding on
vacation or that he is otherwise
unable to discharge the functions
of his office, until he transmits to
them a written declaration to the
contrary such functions shall be
discharged by the Vice President
as Acting President”

Abdulrahman Njidda Esq,
(Managing Partner), Njidda &
Co, Plot 9, Pott Harcourt Cres-
cent, Area 11, Garki-Abuja.

forour leaders to make our educa-
tion system OK, so that our youth
will remain in our country to
acquire the necessary knowledge
for the development ofour nation,
because the more we travel out,
the more we learn things that are
not part of us as Nigerians. We
also pray that God in his infinity
mercy will touch the hearts ofour
leaders to develop our nation so
that we the leaders of tomorrow
will be grateful to thert, because
if you as a father take good care
ofyour house and your children
you dont need to hire an informa-
tion minister to polish your image
foryou, because your well nourish
children will defend yfeu at any-
time and anywhere.
MUHAMMAD Kabir Issah,
Angwan Barden Pawa, Suleja,
Niger State, 07036799294

SIM card registration

HAS the NCC considered both
sides of the coin in proposing to
enforce this rule?

08024779471.

a ltwveller

By Isa A. Abubakar

Re: Mr President, for God
and country, please resign

was delighted to haw come across a piece ofwriting with
above caption written by the former military governor
of Kaduna state in your educative and widely read news-
paper. The writer seems to have raised genuine funda-
mental issues ifwe are to stick to the truth without any

bias or sentiment. Nevertheless, the writer has provided the

advice and that is role he can play from his own part; the issue
now remains to Mr. President to decide objectively in order to
make better decision for himselfand for the country. Positive
response to the issue raised by the writer will in doubt be a
good omen for our country. However, the writer s perspective
to that effect is very clear but 1 would like to view the issue from
another perspective which formed the basis for advice to the
Mr. President, discussions and arguments as well as the present
mercy state ofthe country and its citizenry.

If Nigerians, stakeholders and subordinates alike, respect
and adhere to the existing laws, we wouldnt have found our-
selves in the present chaotic and mercy situation in all aspects.
At internal scene, it is very clear to every Nigerian irrespec-
tive of socioeconomic status and position that system is not
working in our county and every one is more or less affected
directly or otherwise.

Ethnic clashes have invaded many places and the culprits
cannot be brought to the book despite laws and punishments
to that effect. Squandering of public funds is on increase even
though there what is called “EFCC” that has been formed to
checkmate those activities but regrettably itis not fulfilling the
task assigned to it adequate as widely expected, as there are
some citizens assumed to have strong immunity despite their
track record of misappropriations. Today, for one to be safe and
free for the watch dog, one should hide under the canopy that
is widely known as PDP.

Additionally, common man has virtually lost confidence in
the leadership at all level as there is no any indicator from all
perspectives that one can use to project progress in the near
future. In fact, there is gloomy of hope if we fail to change the
manner and attitude towards the existing laws of the country.

However, at the global level, we lost value, recognition and
respect. Today, Nigerians are chase and harass in countries that
arenoteven asimportant as Lagos or Kano state economically
due to our refusal to use the laws appropriately. In the 1970s
and up to early 1980s, Nigeria was regarded as giant in the
continent but for sure without any selfdeception, Nigeria has
since vacated from the position. Tnis is why even among Afri-
can peers, Nigerians have lost respect. Looking at the scheme
ofthings from broader perspective, Nigeria seems to have lost
almost all the valuable things that will make life meaningful
internally, promote the image and restore the lostglory at inter-
national community for simple reason: failure to utilize the
already existing standing laws and rule of law that are set out
for proper and efficient leadership, effective functioning ofthe
system and for achieving social justice in the country.

The Nigerias situation oftoday has adversely changed pat-
terns and direction for use ofgovernment machineries as well
asperceptions ofservice providers due to that failure to employ
the already existing set of rules and laws in governance and
other aspect of leadership. Gone are the days when govern-
ment machineries and services were used for the country s sake
not for leaders. Now government machineries as well as the
services at all level are being geared towards the interest ofthe
leader be it at local, state of federal level. This is why govern-
ments virtually at all levels have no clear direction and objec-
tives since personal interest are the driven force.

Our beloved country’ education, economy, living stand-
ard, health care delivery, transport system etc are deteriorating
for that reason., The damage done to the country’s name is.on
increase in spite ofthe re:branding campaign embarked upon.

.by the present administration. It is,at this juncture, | wpu”,

like to advice the re-branding campaign manager to twice,
regarding the N20O million earmarked for the campaign m
2010 budget appropriations. The countrys numerous prob-
ems could only be triumphed over together when Nigerians
are fully committed and willing to adhere to the existing laws
and other rule of law enshrine in the constitutions and other
sources without any sentiment, favouritism and bias. No coun-
try on the globe will move forward without the respected rule
of law. Therefore it is duty bound upon the stakeholders to
show an exemplary adherence to the rule oflaw for the masses
to follow suit.

Abubakar of the Institute of Education, International
Islamic University, Gombak, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (Isa-
bakar2001@yahoo.co.uk)
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Lessons ot Hay| 2009

his year’s Muslim pilgrimage to Saudi Arabiaended
on Monday with conclusions about its success,
because the returnees still await the arrival of their
luggage. For the firsttime in decades, the exercise
witnessed early beginning with the timely aim

£ £ Who is this fellow who
speaks English with
such Cambridge ele-
gance and aplomb?
This was the insist-
ent question which coursed
through and assailed my mind
in the late afternoon ofthis crisp
and early autumn day of Octo-
ber 1964. The occasion was yet
another effete attempt at estab-

of pilgrims to Saudi Arabia without much hitch m Novem!ésmng a functional African

Though the exercise may have come and gone, some oft{e usua’
problemsassociated with it persist. Itisaknown factthat the end
of every Hajj exercise usually signals the beginning of prepara-
tions for the subsequentyear’spilgrimage; and this is so because
every ydfcbrings up peculiar problems associated with such an
extensive operation. .,

Before the commencement of every Hajj exercise, the Saudi
authorities typically introduce new measures to enhance pilgrim-
age in subsequent operations. Such measures take cognisance of
entry flight schedules, quota of pilgrims allowed for each country
aswell as accommodation arrangements at Muna and Makka,
among others. Countries are expected to take note ofsuch rules
while making preparation for the hajj operations. For several
decades however, Nigeria always found it difficult to abide by
them, asboth government and intending pdgrims take things
for granted as ifthe rules did not apply to them. This is because
while Nigerians remain fixated in their approach to the exercise,
the authorities on the other hand, often lack the political will to
instil discipline, shun corrupt practices and ensure good manage-

mCTh”s subsequently results in the recurring problems of delays
in the selection of airlines, visaand departure arrangements, and
accommodation inthe holy land aswellas.» . generalconduct of
Nigerian pilgrims before, during and after the exercise. Regret-
tably, this attitude was openly displayed when some pilgrims
protested against the simple and long-standing rule that e~ch
Nigerian pilgrim was expected to carry a maximum of 50kg lug-
gage (10kghand bag and 40kg check-in luggage) while returning
home. The action has on the other hand lent credence to the al
gation that businessmen and women have taken over hajj opera-
tion to the detriment of those who really go to the holy land for
genuine religious reasons. ,

Indeed, the failure of pilgrims to adhere to the instructions,
leading to the unwarranted stoning ofthe Amirul Hajj m the
holy city of Makka should not be condoned, as it did not only
contradict the teaching of Islam, but also portrayed the nations
image in bad light. It is also unfortunate that Nigeria, with less
than one hundred thousand pilgrims annually performing the
haii exercise, always give the Saudi authorities more logistical
challenges than countries like Indonesia and Malaysia, with an
average oftwo hundred and fifty thousand pilgrims each year.

order to avoid a repeat of this shameless act, we call for
mmediate overhaul ofthe systemto give room forthorough
creening of intending pilgrims. This is to forestall a recur-

ence and save the country from further embarrassment. It is
ime that the authorities began to place restriction on people who
ave performed the exercise multiple times. By so doing, activi-

ties of businessmen who go to the holy land under the cover
hajj to perpetrate their activities to the disadvantage of genum

P,1We”ommendtheWaaional Hajj Commission and other stake-
holders for the significant progress recorded in this year s exer®
cise, and hope that they will build on the aspects that Hajj 2009
that were successful and address the observed shortcomings
in the execution of subsequent Hajj operations. Furthermore
the Hajj commission, state pilgrim agencies and Boards should
ensure that intending pilgrims henceforthshorthstedan
treated on first come- first served basis. All stakeholders in the
hajj operation and the entire Muslim community should co-oper-
ate in this regard. The time to really make the move for a better
and smootherHajj operation in Nigeria is now.
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fildents Union at Cambridge
University. And the venue was
a well-lit and cozy hall some-
where at Queens, or, perhaps, at
Kings. Butwherever it was, that
day marked aturning point in
my life.

As this incredible fellow
continued to talk his dyed-in-
the-wool Cambridge English,
| could not but ask, thus, of
the gentleman sitting next to
me: “Who is this African?” He,
thereupon, gave me an off-hand
and slightly derogatory reply as
follows: “He is the new Mallam
at Kings”. | was cut to the quick
by this condescending response
to my question. And, | promptly
gave this tart rejoinder to what
I considered to be an unsportly
response to my question as fol-
lows: “This is no ordinary Mal-
lam. He is the Mallam of Mal-
lams”. This encounter was, of
course, not carried beyond that
instant, for it would have been
caddish and bad form to do so.
But, from that day, | secretly
admjred Ibrahim ben Tahir as
my Mallam of Mallams.

as soon as the strug-
gling African Students
Union affair ended,
I hurried off to make
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Ibrahim Tahir: Mallam
of Mallams (1)

By Peter Alexander Egom

offwith economicsin the Moral
Science Tripod, but that he was
finding the mathematics and
statistics of it rather heavy-
going and boring and that he
was, therefore, likely to switch
overto alessdry and more peo-
ple-friendly course in Social
Anthropology after the end of
his first year. And I really got
him talking when I told him that
/l had just done a switch from
the boring bones-and-stones

of Archaeology to the exciting
sex-and-food of Social Anthro-

pology because | felt that the
Fatter enabled me to deal with

flesh and blood human beings
in the living Nigerian societies,

jig .

lari” moral and legal order of
Cambridge as overseen by the
Proctors and my almighty Col-
lege tutor. And, the whole place
was crawling with world-class
minds on any subject under the
sun so that every social contact
I made gave me the opportunity
ofwidening and deepening my
curious and hungry intellectual
horizon. Yes, | was really cut out
for Cambridge and Cambridge
also for me, or so | thought.

after my twelve steady
ths of virtual King’s
et gu.b juns and gad-
e Cambridge social

erry, portand white
wine”tsoondawned on metto

there was more to *mbn g
than met my eye. It became

Cambridge was telling me to begin to

grow up and to, hopefully, find and for§&
the moral and ethical template that

would give direction and substance to

the rest of my life on this earth

for example. Itwas on this topic
of Social Anthropology that
our minds met. And so it was
that from that very Cox-Orange
type ofautumn day in October
1964, Ibrahim ben Tahir, as |
soon began to fondly call him,
became a fixed daily feature and
the larger-than-life boon com-
panion of my term days at Cam-
bridge until I went down from
1@lgmbridge in June 1966.

acquaintance of the new MaI-W?at Ibrathlm lC)len_ Tahl(;
lam at Kings. | congratulagei’drIe 0 meanto me during an

him on his very urbane way

of talking in ERglish ana ne
promptlytold methat he was a

BBC broadcaster at Bush House
on the African Service and that
that was why he spoke the way
he did. There was simply noth-
ine special about how he spoke,
he saS because that was his
trademark business lingo, so

to speak. | was quite impressed
by his self-effacing way ofpass-
ing over what | regarded as a
great gift and I, there and then,
decided that this was my kind
of guy, as the Americans would
say. '

I then asked him what he
was reading at Kings and he
told me that he had just started

ter my two-year stintwith him
at Cambridge can be teased out
from the foUowmg briefrehash
of the state of my mind at the
time we met at Cambridge and
what I thoughtabouthim there-
after. 1 had clocked 22 on Juy
24, 1964 and was in Octob
1964 at the beginning of my
satloritlykar awd o nmingoCol-
lege. Inmy just ended first year,
Cambridge had been a rather
dizzying experience for me.
I was, indeed, left speechless
and bowled over by how zanily
beautiful life could be on this
earth. | had so much freedom
to do as I liked and the means
to do much as | liked within the
very elastic and in statu pupi-

I had clocked 22 on July 24,
1964 and was in October 1964

at the beginning of my second
year at Downing College

clear to me that Cambridge
and its elusive air offreedom-
without-responsibility held out
a very serious challenge to me.
Cambridge was telling me to
begin to grow up and to, hope-
fully, find and forge the moral
and ethical template that would
give direction and substance to
the rest of my life oh this earth.
And I had only two years left to
do so! In fact, this life-defining
challenge to declare my stand
on the human condition which
Cambridge brought me face-
to-face with, at this time, had
to do with my relationship to
God, on the one hand, and on
whether | was an urban-and-
bond-man of a British cultural
toady or a rural-and-tree-man
of a Nigerian Mbonu Ojike, on
the other hand. And the story
ofhow these two key issues of
my self-identity became very
central to my conscious life in
October 1964 goes as follows.

irst, my first twelve
Fl;nonths of the elusive
«ireedom at Cambridge
had sapped and destroyed the
Roman Catholic ethical foun-
dation and pillars of my ado-
lescent years in, especially,
the rural Nsukka of Eastern
Nigeria. Some wiseacres would,
of course, say that my faith in
Christ was not strong enough
at that time and that that was
precisely why the “wein, weib
und gesang”of Cambridge got
the better of my religious piety.
That could jolly well have been
the case.
To be contdl.
Egom, a consultant pub-
lisher, wrotefrom NI1IA, Lagos.
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To our Valued Customer’s

« Nib million and above will no longer be

E Zceptel at'the taNcIdaing HAubEN 9

However, . )
so by taking the following steps: million and above. You can still do

1. Issue the cheque in favour of First Bank of Nigeria Pic
2. Write the beneficiary's name, account number and bank at the back of the cheque

~_3.Sign the cheque as well as the instruction on the back of the cheque
FirstBank will then make the payment on your behalf.
A

Alternatively, ifyou make frequent and bulk payments to vendors, contractors and salaries to employees

“nfT ? f°f? rStPay-0Urelectronic platform which enables you effect bulk payments from
the comfortofyour homeor office. Contactyour nearest FirstBank branch to sign-up.

FirstBank is committed to making payments stress-free for you.

Wishing you a prosperous NEw Year.

Management 1

Secure. Robust. Convenient.
Seamless online real time payments, including Direct Debits of any value
or office™' any" ‘ anytime' in any bank f,om the comfort of you, home
SMS S e-mail alerts on successful payments will ensure that you get up-to-minute
information on your accounts. P minute

Sign-up today at any FirstBank branch.

For all enquiries call. fclrirst( f>nracr
FirstBank

O/O0OFIRSTCONTACT (0700-34778-2668228); 01-4485500: 0708-062-5000

email. ,irstcontactis'firstbanknigerta.com .
...truly the first

wvvw .tirstbanknigeria.com |1 RC: 6290
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Let's drink to a new year with...

The Great New Year Cocktall!

Recipe:
oz of positive thoughts
52 shots of happiness fit peace
365 gallons of love and care .

- Think positively; Remember there’s power in positive thinking

- Live at peace with all men; Happiness is a choice
- Get drunk with love; Care for someone today, reap the benefits tomorrow

Have a great year!!

Nterswitch

. ...life is simple
www.interswltchng.com


http://www.intersw1tchng.com
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Tel: 0700 I-CONTACT (0700-42668228) Intercontinental
www.intercontinentalbankplc.com BANK

Happy customer happy bank
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GUINEA will make no eco-
nomic or social progress until
uncertainty over the health of its
wounded junta chiefis resolved,
potential investors and Conakry
residents said yesterday.

Defense Minister Sekouba
Konate assumed interim control
over the mineral-exporting West
African country after a failed
assassination attempton the mil-
itary rulfcron December 3.

Junta leader Captain Moussa
Dadis Camara, known to most
Guineans as “Dadis,” remains in
a Moroccan hospital. Guinean
officials say his health is improv-
ing, but Dadis, formost 02009 a
fixture on Guinean airwaves, has
made no puMic-appearance since
then.

“Its a matterof urgency to get
out of this situation as quickly
as possible, otherwise the com-
ing months are going to be very
tough,” said Boubacar Diallo, an
executive with a Nigerian bank
which is close to opening an
operation in Guinea. “Aslong as
the situation is unclear, and until
Guineans are properly informed
about the health of their leader,
theeconomywillcontinue to slow
down,” he said.

A measure of economic
regression in the worlds biggest
exporterofaluminum ore bauxite
—shipments ofwhich have fallen
this year - is the cost of foreign
currency.

On the black market, U.S.
dollars changed hands for 6,250
Guinean francs this week, up
from around 5,000 francs before
September 28, when security
forces killed more than 150 pro-
democracy marchers. Earlier this
month, the United Nations said

Dadis bears direct responsibil-
ity for those deaths. The sight of
some Guineans recently damn-
ing France for the former colonial
powers criticism of Dadis per-
plexed shoeshine man Alpha Sow.

“l dont understand how peo-
plecandemonstrate for the return

Zimbabwe considers mortgaging
minerals to offset debt

ZIMBABWE is considering
mortgaging its mineral wealth
to offset the country 5.4 billion
dollar debt owed to multilateral
donor agencies, a government
report says. The ministry of
finance report seen by AFP said
various options were being con-
sidered for paying offthe external
debt, an essential'step to secure
new financing from lenders for
2010-2012.

‘A key conditionality for
unlocking new financing of 7,5
billion — 10 billion (dollars) ...
evolves around the develop-
mentofa Debt Reliefand Arreas
Clearance Strategy for the coun-
try sexternal debtoverhangof5.4
billion, of which-3.8 billion is in
arrears,” the report said.

Also under consideration was
using internal revenue resources,
asking fordebt restructuring from
the Pans Club of lender nations
or “going through the Highly
indebted Poor Country (HIPC)

route for debt forgiveness,” the
report added.

Government, in co-operation

with major creditors will under-
take in-depth studies on the vari-
ous options to come up with a
sustainable debt management
and clearance solution which bal-
ances the interests ofthe country
and its creditors ” it added.

Zimbabwe has vast mineral
resources, but the sector has
been set back by a near decade of
political and economic instability
worsened by a hyperinflation, and
power cuts. According to Finance
Minister Tendai Biti the country
will heed 45 billion dollars to
restore itseconomic performance
to levels seen in 1996/7.

Zimbabweseconomy has con-
tracted every year since then, but
is expected to grow 4.7 percent
this year after the local currency
was abandoned in January and a
unity government took office the
following month.

of someone who’% supposed to
have recovered his health, but
who hasnt said anything in pub-
lic foralmost amonth,” said shoe-
shine man Alpha Sow. “Itstime to
move on.” !

Since Dadis was airlifted to
Morocco, Guineans have received

AFRICA REPORT 19

INTERNATIONAL

Guinea stagnates over leader's health question

no reliable information about his
condition, according to civil soci-
ety coalition the Guinean Social
Movement (MSG).

“This lack ofrespect shown to
the people isan unacceptable situ-
ation which creates a malaise fed
by the statements made without

any ihedical basis by members of
the government,” said the group,
which threatened to stage peace-
ful protests this month. “The
MSG calls on you to take respon-
sibility for a rapid exit from this
crisis,” the group told Konate in a
statement.

...Unionsaskfbrdetailsofjunta leader's health

LABOUR unions, employers and
civil society groups have called on
interim president Sekouba Konate
to provide details of the state of
health ofthejunta leader, who was
shot on December 3.

“Since December 4, the date
on which President Moussa
Dadis Camara waN evacuated to
Morocco after an assassination
bid (...) the Guinean people have
received no reliable information
on his state of health,” the Guin-
ean Social Movement (MSG) said
in an open letter.

“This manifest lack of respect
for the people is an unacceptable
situation that creates a malaise fed
by declarations without medical
foundation by some members
of the government and on RTG
(Guinean Radio and Television),”
the letter warned.

It said that Captain Camara’
health was a “major preoccupa-
tion which must not be hidden
by erroneous statements.”

The MSG consists of eight
trade union federations along

with the national bosses’ organi-
sation and the national council
oforganisations of civil society in
the west African country.

The head of one main union,
Rabiatou Serah Diallo, told AFP
that, “Since General Konate isdue
to give a speech, we would like the
people to be truly informed ofthe
health of the president, because
rumours are circulating. Some
even say that Dadis is dead and
that troubles the peaceful popu-
lation.”

Konate has made no official
comment since flying Tuesday to
Rabat to see Camara in hospital.
The formerly verbose junta chief
has been silent since he was shot
in the head by his aide de camp.

According to a souree close to
the junta reached in Rabat by tele-
phone from Conakry on Wednes-
day, General Konate has said that

Dadis was not conscious ofwhat

was going on around him” and
you cant get anything out of
him.”

The threatened to

MSG

“unleash peaceful protest actions”
from January 5 if the authorities
did not implement “a rapid and
peaceful way out ofthe crisis.”

Guinea has been plunged
into chaos since September 28,
when soldiers Killed at least 156
people and wounded hundreds
more during a peaceful rally in
a Conakry stadium to protest at
Camaras plan to stand as a can-
didate in presidential elections
announced for June.

Women and young girls
were raped and then sometimes
shot, and UN investigators have
accused junta members of“crimes
against humanity”, while the
European Union has imposed
tough sanctions on the regime.

“When General Konate says
that he will hold elections as rap-
idly as possible and condemns
violence, saying ‘Enough is
enough,’” Guineans breathe a sigh
of relief,” Serah Diallo told AFP.
‘ButweTe still hungry for actions,
because we want him to take real

actions toget us-out ofth&crisisi , ,,
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In na Lillahit W a Inna Illaih i

Ralilun

LADY OF NIGERIA, HA3IYA MARYAM BABANGIDA (1948-2009).
WHICH SAD EVENT TOOK PLACE ON SUNDAY, 27™ DECEMBER, 2009.

ALLAH YAJIKANTA. ALLAH YA GAFARTA MATA.
ALLAH YA RAHAMSHETA. ALLAH SA TAHUTA.
ALLAH BADA KAKURI DA JUREWA
ALLAH HUMMA AMIN.

Sighed:
Ambassador (Professor) Jibril Aminu, CON, FAS
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Analysis

International

Sudan braces up for south's
Independence referendum

m m  wantto vote for independence so that
you are a free person in your independent
state, that will be your own choice and we
will respect the choice of the people

make a united Sudan an “attrac-  ijjed women and children”

tive” option in 2011, but in the

past few years, tensions have SE

increasingly led to suspicion

which has in turn fuelled senti- b

ments for separation, especially

in the South. urger of people killed in
violBhce is three times highert

id that 87% of the
e it treated this
were victims of
ot wounds, but that

D SB SaSB ISB SE sudanese leader, Mr. Salva Kirr (left).

By Ishag Modibbo Kawu

Tuesday, this week,
udanese parliament

The adoption of the law
removes a major dispute which
has threatened to jeopardize
the 2005 Comprehensive Peace
Agreement (CPA), which ended
the bitter civil war, between the
Khartoum-based Government of
Sudan (GOS) and the Sudan Peo-
ples Liberation Movement/Army.

The new law adopted by par-
liament included “a contested
provision, according to Agency
reports, demanded by South-
ern politicians, which requires
Diaspora southerners to cast their
ballots in the referendum planned
for 2011. South Sudan would
choose either to remain a part of
the unified Sudan or become an
independent country.

The Southern politicians had
insisted upon the “contested pro-
vision”, because of fears that large
numbers of Southern votes in the
North can be compromised by

he stage for a referen
e independence 0fSoutherg, s gse Iiving outside ofthe

the government in Khartoum.

The new article states that South

Sudanese living outside the south,

and born before January 1,1956,

the date ofSudansindependence,
vote in the south.

south and born after that date,
would be able to vote in their
place of residence, whether in
the north, south or abroad. The
adoption of the new provision
removes a major blockage on the
route to what is still expected to
be an acrimonious process. But
it underscored the depth of dis-
trust between the two sides to the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement
(CPA), 02005.

uling National Con-
ress Party (NCP) had
initially deleted the provi-

dum. It had based its move on a
claim that the article “violated the
interim constitution which gives
every Sudanese freedom ofmove-
ment from one region to another”

The move prompted awalkout
from parliament by MPs from the

oeen evacuated irorn me are paui

ion in a previous version of f}
law adopted last week, allowjigorms an independent South
or absentee votes in the referg(gan will be recognized if it is

Sudan Peoples’ Liberation Move-
ment, which is the ruling party in
the South, as well as other south-
ern parties.

enior official ofthe NCP,
rahim Ghandour, was
ted by the press as

more impetus to vote for the unity
ofSudan during the referendum”
The SPLM5 deputy secretary gen-
eral, Yasser Arman, also described
the outcome as “a hew day for the
establishment oftrust. The people
ofthe south deserve the right to
areferendum and more besides”
Negotiations for the new leg-
islation had taken several months
of often tortuous and problem-
fﬁic sessions between northern
d southern politicians. Under

approved by 51% of voters at the
2011 referendum, ifthere is a 60%
turn out ofvoters.

The two parties- NCP and
SPLM, formed a national unity
government, following the CPA
0f 2005, and both had pledged to

ocen ueu»n« »ntunu

g that the decision to a
ovision, was taken “to 9iVerne outqoi

going year has been
uthern Sudanese brothergery gifficult year in South’

eath of John Garang,
e founder of the SPLM,
nd a genuine Sudanese
ationalist, has removed

the number ofwounded. “There
are very few survivors. People are
killed massively”, according to
B6ethebuer.

igure who might likely nudgerpe jncrease in violent activi-
Southerners in the direction @& has led to the expression of

vote fora united country. His suc-
cessor Salva Kirr Mayardit does
not have the same clout as Garang,
and his vision is even less broad,
leading a nouveau bourgeoisie in
the South running a government
that is dogged by accusations of
corruption.

Many of the people in the
South are now hoping that the
referendum will give them the
opportunity to accede to an inde-
pendent country. One of the
most difficult issues to untangle
in the process will be the fate of
the oil-rich Abyei region, which
is claimed by the two sides and
which has seen several bloody
clashes between forces of the
GOS and the SPLM, in the past
two years.

Abyei’ population consists of
Ngok Dinka ethnic groups, seen
to be loyal to the south as well as
Messiriya Arab nomadic groups
that are seen to be supporters of
the GOS in Khartoum. How the
issue of the demarcation of the
border is handled will largely
overshadow the lead to the inde-
pendence referendum, since both

ides want to own the oil riches of
Rlregion of Abyei.

Sudan. According to the inter-
national charity organization,
Medecin Sans Frontieres (MSF),
at least 2000 people have died and
250,000 have fled their homes fol-
lowing violence in the south.

These have worsened the
humanitarian crisis in the region,
considering trhat over 2million
people were Killed in the civil
war that ended in 2005. The vio-
lence in 2009 were described as
the worst since the signing of the
CPA.

Previous acts ofviolence were
linked to land clashes and cattle
rustling; however, the MSF oper-
ations director for the Sudan,
Stephen Goetghebuer, told the
Associated Press (AP) that this
year, “villages have been attacked,
and raiders have targeted and

, plCU,cuou uy

concern by officials of the United
Nations as well as the GOS who
say the violence in the south
can hamper preparations for the
national and presidential elec-
tions scheduled to hold in April
2010.

An official ofthe Government
of South Sudan (GOSS), Garang
Garang Diing who spoke to the
Associated Press, blamed some of
the violence on the North and the
rest he said was due to incidents
of cattle rustling. He also denied
that the southern government had
prior knowledge of the attacks
saving that there was evidence of
elements of Sudansnorthern gov-
ernmentsinvolvementin some of
the attacks.

iing linked the growing
ence to the 2011 ref-
dum, arguing that

recalled that the South Sudanese
president, and Sudan vice presi-
dent, Salva Kirr Mayardit, had
urged Southerners in October
2009, to choose independence in
the 2011 referendum, ifthey want
to be free.

“When you reach your bal-
lot boxes the choice is yours: you
want to vote for unity so that you
become asecond classinyour own
country, that choice is yours” He
was addressing a cathedral con-
gregation, in Juba, the Southern
capital, during a service to launch
a prayer campaign for elections
due in 2010 and the referendum
in 2011,

Salva Kirr said “if you want
to vote for independence so that
you are a freeperson inyourinde-
pendent state, that will be your
own choice and we will respect
the choice of the people” What is
certain isthat the fate ofthe Sudan
will be determined one way or the
other come 2011, but the prelude
to that decision might be very
uncertain and bloody for the long
suffering people ofthe Sudan.

geucc upci cuiuna.

orth could be causing the
ence to make the south look
Ungovernable. It should also be
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International

Activists In Gaza and Israel
protest Gaza blockade

Yemeni forces
raid al-Qaida
hideout,
clashes erupt

YEMENI forces raided an al-
Qaida hideout and set offa gun:
battle yesterday as the govern-
ment vowed to eliminate the
group that claimed it was behind
the Christmas bombing attempt
on aU.s. airliner.

The fighting took place in an
al-Qaida stronghold in western
Yemen, haven for a group that
attacked the U.S. Embassy here
in 2008, killing 10 Yerileiii guards
and four civilians. A government
statement said aHgast one sus-
pected militant was arrested dur-
ing the clashes.

“The (Interior) Ministry will
continue tracking down al-Qaida
terrorists and will continue its
strikes against the group until
it is totally eliminated,” Deputy
Interior Minister Brig. Gen. Saleh
al-Zawari told senior military
officials at a meeting in Mareb,
another province believed to shel-
ter al-Qaida fighters.

Al-Qaida in the Arabian
Peninsula, an offshoot of Osama
bin Ladens group, claimed it was
behind the attempt to bomb a
Detroit-bound airliner. Nigerian
Umar Farouk Abdulmutallab,
a 23-year-old passenger, was
arrested Friday after he allegedly
tried to bring down the Northwest
Airlines flight, carrying 289 peo-
ple. U.S. investigators said Abdul-
mutallab told them he received
training and instructions from
al-Qaida operatives in Yemen.
Yemens government has said
Abdulmutallab spent two periods
in the country, from 2004 to 2005
and from August to December of
this year, just before the attempted
attack.

Abdulmutallab’s Yemen con-
nection has drawn attention to
al-Qaida’sgrowing presence in the
impoverished and lawless coun-
try, which is located on the tip of
the Arabian Peninsula across the
Gulfof Aden from Somalia.

Yesterdays clashes took place
in Hudaydah province, an al-
Qaida stronghold along the Red
Sea coast. A security official said
the target was a house owned
by an al-Qaida sympathizer.
The official said the owner was
arrested, a suspected al-Qaida
member was injured and several
militants who fled were being
pursued. He spoke on condition
of anonymity because he was not
authorized to speak to the press.

Before yesterdays clashes,
Yemeni forces backed by U.S.
intelligence carried out two major
strikes against al-Qaida hideouts
this month, reportedly Killing
more than 60 militants. .

The U.S. has increasingly pro-
vided intelligence, surveillance
and training to Yemeni forces
during the past year, and has pro-
vided some firepower, accord-
ing to a senior U.S. defense offi-
cial, who requested anonymity
because he was not authorized to
discuss the subject.

HUNDREDS of demonstrators
rallied on opposite sides of an
Israeli-Gaza border crossing yes-
terday to protest the blockade of
the seaside territory imposed by
Egyptand Israel.

In Gaza, about 100 interna-
tional activists gathered with
some 500 Gazans, chanting and
carrying signs denouncing the
blockade. A small number of

anti-Zionist, Orthodox Jews were
among them, arare sight in Gaza.

Rabbi Dovid Feldman, from
New York, said he came to Gaza
for the, march with three oth-
ers from the small Neturei Karta
sect, which denounces Israels
existence. Feldman said Israels
offensive in Gaza last winter was
“against Palestine, against Juda-
ism, against the Jewish people and
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against humanity.”

Thirteen Israelis and almost
1,400 Gazans were killed in the
three-week war, which Israel
launched to stop years of militant
rocket fire on its southern towns.

March organizers said Egypt
allowed only 100 of the 1,300
international activists who came
to Cairo for the march to enter
Gaza. About 300 people held a

similar protest on the Israeli side
ofthe crossing, most ofthem Arab
citizens of Israel.

Israel and Egypt imposed a
strict blockade on Gaza after the
Islamic militant group Hamas
seized control of the territory in
2007. Theblockade has increased
poverty in Gaza and prevented it
from rebuilding after last winters
war.

PALESTINIANS hold flags during a rally marking the first anniversary of Israel's three-week offensive in Gaza, in the West Bank city o Ram

Taliban claim blasts killing
Americans, Canadians

THE Taliban claimed responsibil-
ity yesterday for bombings that
killed 14 people, including eight
Americans and an Afghan in a
suicide attack at a CIA base in the
volatile east, and five Canadians
in the south.

CIA employees were believed
to be among the victims.

Itwas unclear how the bomber
at U.S. Forward Operating Base
Chapman at the edge of Khost
city was able to circumvent secu-
rity. Khost is the capital of Khost
province, which borders Pakistan
and is a Taliban stronghold.

Taliban spokesman Zabiullah
Mujahid said in a statement that
an Afghan National Army officer
wearing a suicide vest entered the
base and blew himself up inside

the gym.

A U.S. official who was briefed
on Wednesdays blast also said it
took place in the gym.

Forward Operating Base
Chapman used to be a military
base, but was later turned into
a CIA base, according to a U.S.
official, who spoke on condition
of anonymity because he was not
authorized to speak on the record.

Some military men and
women work there on a Provincial
Reconstruction Team, one of sev-
eral joint civilian-military units
that secure and develop areas of
Afghanistan.

A NATO spokesman said
“other personnel” operate from
Chapman as well, but he said he
could not elaborate.

Malaysian court rules
Christians can use'Allah’

A Malaysian court ruled yesterday
that Christians have the constitu-
tional right to use the word Allah
to refer to God, striking down a
government ban as illegal.

The landmark ruling appeared
to be avictory for freedom ofreli-
gion inthe Muslim-majority coun-
try, where the ban had become
a symbol of what minorities say
is institutionalized religious dis-
crimination.

Government lawyers said they
will consult with the Home Min-
istry before deciding whether to
appeal Judge Lau Bee Lansverdict
in a higher court, where the ban
could still be reinstated. They have
one month to appeal.

Lau said in her judgment that
Christians have the “constitutional

right to use Allah” and that the
Home Ministry is “not empow-
ered” to impose the ban. She was
ruling on a lawsuit filed in late
2007 by the Herald, the Malaysian
Roman Catholic Churchs main
publication, after the government
blocked non-Muslims from trans-
lating God as Allah in their litera-
ture.

“Thisisindeed alandmark case
for our nation,” the Herald’ editor,
the Rev. Lawrence Andrew, said
in a statement. He said the verdict
upholds constitutional liberties of
freedom ofspeech, expression and
religion. Authorities have insisted
that Allah is an Islamic word that
should be used exclusively by Mus-
lims, and its use by other religions
would be misleading.
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unman
Kills five,
himselfin
Finland

A Kosovan-born gunman shot
dead four people in a Finnish
shopping mall yesterday and
killed his ex-girlfriend in an
apartment before killing himself
in Finland’ third shooting spree
in as many years.

Police said Ibrahim Shku-
polli, 43, killed three men and a
woman at the Sello mall in Espoo,
atown near Helsinki, as shoppers
stocked up for the New Year holi-
day. They confirmed that Shku-
polli, as well as his ex-girlfriend
who had worked at the mall, were
among the dead after the five-
hour incident.

“Ithas been confirmed that the
sixth victim is the suspect (him-
self). He was found in his home,”
Chief Inspector Jukka Kaski told
anews conference.

Police said Shkupolli was
already known to them and had a
foreign background, but refused
to say what nationality he held.

However, a Kosovo police
source said the gunman was from
Mitrovica in the former Serbian
province which declared its inde-
pendence last year, and had vis-
ited the town last month.

Finnish police would not con-
firm his motive. However, they

Escaped
British convict taunts
police on Facebook

AN escaped British criminal
dubbed “the Facebook fugitive”
hasbecome an Internet hit, taunt-
ing police via the online social
networking site and notching up
nearly 30,000 “friends” by yester-
day.

Craig “Lazie” Lynch, 28,
absconded from prison in Suf-
folk, eastern England in Septem-
ber, where he had been serving a
seven-year term for aggravated
burglary.

Over the Christmas holiday
season, he has posted pictures of
himself posing with turkey and
tinsel --as well as a profile shot
of him raising his middle finger
in defiance and hints about his
location.

On Christmas Day itself, he
left a status update saying: “Merry
xmas i made it.” while on Decem-
ber 27, he wrote: “WAKE UP
PEOPLE ITS THE WEEKEND
WHERE'STHE PARTY AT?”

said Shkupolli had been under
a court order banning him from
contacting his ex-girlfriend, who
was found dead at an apartment
in Espoo, and that the shootings
were probably linked to their rela-
tionship. Local media said the
gunman had previous convictions
for firearms offences.

The New Years Eve carnage
followed shootings at Finnish
schools in 2007 and 2008, after
which Helsinki tightened gun
control regulations, with further
restrictions planned.

A Reuters reporter at the Sello
mall, one of Finland%s largest
shopping centres, saw helicopters
overhead and fire trucks around
the entrances after the shootings.
The mall was shut down as police
hunted the gunman.

“When we were going out |
heard sounds like shots from the
third floor, and then | left,” said
a mall employee, who declined to
give her name.

“l paid for my groceries and
I wanted to go to my car when |
was told that you cannot go there,”
shopper Jorma Romo told Reuters
outside of the mall. “They were
hurrying people out and people
were asking (why).”

SUSP~ TEDBU
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Australian residents
return to razed homes

RESIDENTS returned yesterday
to nearly 40 homes razed in Aus-
tralias most destructive wildfires
in almost year, which left four
people injured.

Wildfires possibly sparked
by fallen power lines scorched
a swath of western Australian
farm and forest land Tuesday
and Wednesday, and hundreds of
fighters worked to contain them
by yesterday, emergency authority
spokesman Allen Gale said.

The fires destroyed 38 homes
around the township of Toodyay,
50 miles (80 kilometers) north of
the coastal city of Perth. Awoman
resident required hospital treat-
ment for burns while three fire-
fighters were treated for smoke
inhalation and a heat-related ill-
ness, Gale said.

About 150 people who had
been evacuated from the fire path

Tuesday were given permission
yesterday morning to pass the
police blocks and return to the
destruction zone, he said.

It was their first opportunity to
assess the damage to their prop-
erty. Gale said that destroyed
houses may still be smoldering,
and that even houses that had
survived undamaged were with-
out power.

“There will still be heat in
some of those buildings,” Gale
said. “Its not the time to go sift-
ing through the remains and the
debris; its time to see what the
situation is and make an assess-
ment,” he added.

The federal government
Thursday joined the Western
Australia state government in
offering financial assistance to
communities affected by what has
been declared a natural disaster.
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Venezuela's Chavez says
coup attemptwould fall

VENEZUELAN President Hugo
Chavez islooking to 2010 facinga
recession, trying to preventwide-
spread power outages, and warn-
ing his opponents against a coup
attempt.

Chavez said in a televised
speech yesterday that any action
like the failed military rebellion
againsthim in 2002 wouldnt have
a chance.

“If something like that occurs
to you, our counterattack is going
to be firm. I'm warning you,”
Chavez said.

The leftistleader, who has con-
solidated power in the years since
the short-lived 2002 coup, said if
opponents wanted to try again
“theyt have to import an armed
force.”

Chavez was responding to a
prediction by Newsweek maga-

zine, which listed a coup in Ven-
ezuela among its world predic-
tions for 2010. It also predicted
Chavezs friend and mentor Fidel
Castro would die.

“Newsweek magazine takes
the liberty ofpredicting and say-
ing that 2010 will be Fidel Castros
last year on Earth. Well, could it
be that he’ going to the moon?”
Chavez said with a chuckle, dis-
missing both predictions as the
}/_vishes ofthose who prepared the
ist.

He also repeated his near
constant theme that Venezuela
is facing threats from the U.S.
and neighboring Colombia, and
repeated his accusation that U.S.
military planes are using the
nearby Dutch islands of Aruba
and Curacao as hubs for intell
gence operations.
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FEDERAL ROADS MAINTENANCE
AGENCY (FERMA)
HEADQUARTERS - ABUJA

RE: FERMA'S MAINTAIN. OPERATE & TRANSFER
PROGRAMME
RESULT OF THE EVALUATION OF THE EXPRESSIONSOF
INTEREST

The following Consortiums/investor/prospective Concessionaire has
emerged suCe”ssfu) after a thorough evaluation of the submitted Expressions
of Interest (EQt) on the Agency's Maintain, Operate and Transfer
(Maintenance Concession) programme:

1 Naircmef Technologies Ltd

2 Western Corridor Consortium
3 Rosehill Group Ltd

4 ; Cwell Ltd

5 Philko Abuja-Kaduna Toll Road Ltd
6 A.l.L Infrastructures Ltd

7 Triacta Concessionaire Ltd

8 Fung Tai - INC Consortium

9 Roads Nigeria Pic

10 Pelican Bay Ltd

11 Megaforce Consortium Nig Itd
12 Quartzlink Resources Limited
13 All Works Nigeria Ltd

14 Africa Finance Corporation

15 Hapel (Nigeria) Ltd

16 Teleview International Nig Ltd
17 Percasa Limited

18 Marsellis - Warner Const. (WA) Ltd,
19 JD Capital Ltd

20 Ferotex Construction Company
21 Dirham Infrastructure Ltd

22 Monier Const. Co. Nig. Ltd.

23 Bulletine Const. Company Limited

24 Ginger A. Construction Limited
25 Obioma Enterprises (Nig) Ltd
26 La - Ann Engineering Limited

However, due to a harmonization scheme in the National Road Sector,
a NEW list of Federal Highways has been approved for the Agency's
Maintain, Operate and Transfer program, which ares

1, 9* mile-Otukpa-Otukpo Road

2. Mokwa- Tegina - BirninGwari~ Kaduna Road

3. Ibadan- Ife- Hesha Road, and

4, Jos- Bauchi~ Gombe Road
The Agency wishes to call on the pre-qualified
Investors/Consortiums/prospective Concessionaires listed above who
is yet interested in the Maintain, Operate and Transfer program of
the Agency on these new roads to promptly signify such interests) in
writing to:

The Managing Director

Federal Roads Maintenance Agency
Flat 163, Aminu Kano Crescent,
Wuse ll-Abuja.

Attention: OM (Procurement)
Not laterthan 12 noon, Friday, January 8 ,2010.

The Agency regrets all inconveniences thatthe change in the list of
roads under its Maintain, Operate & Transfer program has caused
its numerous partners especially the pre-qualified
Consortium/investor/prospective Concessionaires listed above.

Signed
Management
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UNIVERSITY OF ILORIN
TEACHING HOSPITAL ILORIN

(A) QUALIFICATION:

Applications are invited from suitably qualified candidates for
the post of Director of Administration in the University of
llorin Teaching Hospital,

Candidates must possess good Honours degrees from
recognized Universities in any of the Social Sciences OR
Master's Degree or Final Diploma of the Institute of Hospital
Administrators of U.K. and must be a member ofthe Institute
of Health Service Administratorslof Nigeria. Those who are
earning below salary CONTISS 14 need not apply for the
position.

(B) EXPERIENCE™.

Candidates must have had not less than 15 (fifteen) years
cognate experience in a Teaching/Specialist Hospital or
similar institutions.

(C) SALARY;
CONTISS 15
(D) CONDITIONS OF SERVICE:

These will be as obtained in other Teaching Hospitals or
similar institutions inthe Federation.

(E) REFEREES:

Candidates should have three (3) referees and request them to
write directly to the Ag. ChiefMedical Director, University of
llorin Teaching Hospital, P.M.B, 1459, llorin.

(F) METHOD OFAPPLICATION:

| 4
Applicants should submit twenty (20) copies oftheir letters of
application with detailed Curriculum Vitae to the Ag. Chief
Medical Director, University of llorin Teaching Hospital,
llorin within 6 weeks ofthe publication ofthis advertisement.

(G) Only applications ofthose short-listed for interview will
be acknowledged.

Dr. C. C. Okeke
Ag. ChiefMedical Director
University ofllorin Teaching Hospital,
llorin.
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Stockbrokers reject CBN's
bad bank'bill

CAPITAL market operators yes-
terday disassociated themselves
from the Asset Management Com-
pany (AMC) Bill, otherwise known
as ‘bad bank’ bill now before the
National Assembly.

The operators under the aegis of
the Stockbroking Houses of Nigeria
(ASHON), warned that the policy
as proposed would aggravate the
national economic problem.

They said the bill championed by
the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN),
Securities and Exchange Commis-
sion (SEC) and the Nigerian Stock
Exchange (NSE) lacked the ingredi-
ents ofa national economic policy.

ASHON Chairman, Alhaji Rash-
eed Yusuff, told the News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) in Lagos that AMC
aisbeing canvassed was a segmented
policy instrument that would not

CBN

leverage the nations troubled economy.

Yusuffsaid that unlike in other coun-
tries where AMC served as a vehicle for
economic rebound through acquisition of
toxic assets, the bill as canvassed by CBN
covered only voluntary assets of banks.

He said that the proposed AMC, which
excluded the capital market operators,
showed that the sponsors did not under-
stand the structure of the nation’ toxic
assets in a depressed economy.

The Chairman said ASHON rejected
the bill, which had passed' the second
reading at the National Assembly.

Yusuffsaid the rejection was because
it failed to appreciate that capital market
operators own 30 per cent,of the toxic
margin facilities offered by banks.

He contended that AMC in acquiring
the toxic assists should cover the 30 per
cent owned by market operators through
collateralised stocks in the vaults ofbanks.

“The truth of the matter is that AMC

acquisition of toxic assets does not call for
debtors. “If the regulators understand the
structure ofthe margin loans, capital mar-
ket operators would not be seen as debtors,”
Yusuff said.
A The Managing Director of Compass
Securities and Investment Ltd., Mr Emeka
Madubuike, said that ASHON would sup-
port the proposed bill "only if AMC is
made a national economic policy that will
acquireall toxic assets”.

Madubike said that voluntary acquisi-
tion of toXic assets and the bureaucratic
footdragging in the establishmentofAMC
negated its objective as a proactive global
economic policy.

He said that contrary to other opin-
ions, AMC benchmark price acquisition of
toxic assets in the companys 10 years life
span would form the road map to growth
(NAN).
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PH-Abuja: 08.45,1212.50,17.00 (Mon-Fri), 08.45,
17.30 (Sat), 14.40,17.30 (Sun); Abuja-PH: 07.15,
11.20,15.30(Mon-Fri), 07.15,16.00 (Sat) 14.40,17.30
(Sun); Lagos-Kano: 12.20pm (Mon-Fri/Sun)
Kano-Lagos: 02.35pm (Mon-Fri/Sun); Abuja-Kano:
03:35pm (Mon-Fri/Sun); Kano-Abuja: 05:20pm
(Mon-Fri/Sun); Abuja-Gombe: 11:10am (Mon, Wed,
Fri, Sun); Gombe-Abuja: 12.30pm (Mon, Wed, Fri,
Sun); Lagos-Yola:  Lag-Abj 04:50pm, via Abj-Yola
06:45pm (Mon-Fri/ Sun); Yola-Lagos: Yola-Abj
08:40am, Abj-Lagos 10:20am (Mon-Fri/Sat); Lagos-
Maid: kLag-Abj 03:50pm, via Abj-Maid 06:00pm
(Mon-Fri/Sun); Maid-Lagos: Miud-Abj 07:30am,

via Abj-Lag 09:15am (Mon/Fri/Sat); Abuja-Sokoto:
11:10am (Mon-Fri); Sokoto-Abuja: 12:50pm (Mon-Fri)
Abuja-Akure 02:10pm (Mon, Wed and Fri); Akure-
Abuja: 08:50am (Mon, Wed and Fri}; Lagos-Kwara:
07:30am, (Mon-Fri) 07.30,03:50pm Sat 08:00am,
11:45am Sun; Kwara-Lagos: 4:10pm (Mon-Fri),
01:10pm, 05:30pm Sat 09:45am, 05:00pm Sun
Abuja-Kwara: 03:25pm (Mon-Fri); Rwara-Abuja
01,30pm (Mon-Fri); Lagos-Jos:  09:05am (Mon-Fri/
Sat/Sun); Jos-Lagos:  11.00am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
ABV-QOW 02:30pm (Mon-Fri), 11:30am Sat 03:20pm
Sun; Lagos-Kaduna: 10:20am, 04:10pm (Mon-Fri),
10.20 (Sat/Sun); Kaduna-Lagos: 12:10pm, 06:00pm
(Mon-Fri), 12.10 (Sat/Sun); Lagos-Warr: 07:30am
(Mon/Fri) 07:30am, 03:50pm (Sat), 08:00am, and
11:45am (Sun)

Aero Contractors

08.00am (MonFri/Sat/Sun)

09.40am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)

11.15am (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun)
13.15pm(ivlon-Fri/Sat/Sun)

Lagos-Abj:  06.50; 13.30? 16.30; 19.45(Mon-Fri/Sat/
Sun); 12.30 (Siin) 16.45 (Sat). Abj-LagoS: 07,30;
13.30; 19.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat); 10.30,14.30; 19.30 (Sun)
18.30(Sat); Lagos-Ben:  07:45; 11:00; 15.30; (Mon-
Fri/Sat/Sun) 12.30; (Sun); 15.30 (Sat).

Ben-Lagos: 09;15; 12.30; 17.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun);
17.00 (Sat); 14.00 (Sun); Lagos-Cala: 13.15; (Mon-Fri/
Sat); 08.30; 19.00 (Sun); Cala-Lagos: 14.45; (Mon-Fri/
Sat); 10.30 (Sun); LagOs-Enu:  09.30; (Mon-Fri/Sat);
15.00(Sun); Enu-Lagos:  09.30; (Mon-Fri/Sat) 16.45
(Sun)

Chanchangi Airlines

Lagos-Abj: 07.15,10.00, 13.10,15.30, 17.30
Abj-Lagos: 08.00,11.45,13.40,15.30,17.00
Lagos-Kad: 10.45, (on Fri), 17.00(Mon/Fri/sat/Sun)
Kad-Lagos: 07.30(Mon/Fri), 08.00(Sat/Sun)

Nigerian Eagles Airlines (Virgin Nigeria)

Abj-Kano:. 18.40 (Mon-Fri)/sun.

Kano-Abj: 08.35 (Mon-Fri)/Sat

Abj-Soko: 09:35, (Mon), 10:10 (Fri), 11:20 (Wed/Sun)
Soko Alii: li..C>(Mop). 12.00!Fri). 13-20 (We'd/sun) '
Lagos-Abj: 07,15,11.40, 14.00, 1&3ft,*1?;00,-,17.20;
18.30 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun), 8.00; 12.40; 13.10; 20:00 (Fi$|?r
Abj-Lagos: 07.00,09.30,10.30,11.15,16.15;

19.15, 19.25,19:35 (Mon-Fri/Sat/sun); 14:55; 15:15;
20:45(Fri);19:45(Sun);'11:25,13:35'16:2'5(Mon) ’
Lagos-PHC: 0/.40. 09.3(1, 10.0(1, 12.20,13.30, 14.00,
16.00 (Mon-Fri/Sat/Sun); PHC-Lagos: 10.50,11.20,

Lagos-Kad:
Kad-Lagos:
Lagos-Jos:
Jos-Lagos:

Stock Market Index
Date: Thursday, December 31,2009

Index: 20,827.17
Deals: 5,179
Volume: 267,217,844
Value: N 1,197,016771.07
Cap.: N 4,989,385,147,463.94
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Bank losses: Any hope for
Investors?

By Mbadiwe Okwor

IN 2002, John Edi, a small-time
investor, purchased 1000 shares
of one of the new generation
banks in Nigeria tA"ring its ini-
tial public offering.

Over the years, Edi has
recouped the N5400 he spent in
buying the shares through the
bank’s impressive annual per-
formance and dividend pay-
ments. 0
Just seven years after, Edis
shareholding in the bank is
close to 4000 shares, courtesy
of the regular award of bonus
shares. The price of the stocks
got close to N40 per share at
the peak ofthe market boom in
April, 2008 and currently hovers
between N12 and N15.

The above success story, as
modest as it may seem, summa-
rises the bountiful harvest by
investors on the Nigeria Stock
Exchange (NSE) until the recent
meltdown in the market.

Unlike Edi, some investors -
being new on the block - have
only stories of woes about the
NSE.

Sam Ojobe, a civil servant,
bought 10,000 shares of a bank
in January 2008. The public
offer was made at N9.50 per

Presently, the N95,000
he invested would only give
him N5,000 as the price of the
bank’ share - one of the most
distressed - has plummeted to
a mere 50 kobo!

The story is virtually the
same worldwide and many
investors have been known to
commit suicide or develop heart
problems due to the huge losses
they recorded.

Market watchers believe that
while the boom days lasted,
investment in the NSE was a
lucrative way for the ambitious
investor to rake in millions as
price movements continued to
maintain an upward swing.

With the meltdown, how-
cver, only the diehard investor
currently dares to touch the
stock market with a long pole,
even with analysts predictions
that the market may rebound in
the course ofthe New Year.

The crash, with its attend-
ant losses in investments, pau-
perised many Nigerians and
put many banks on ttie brink of
collapse.

It also put many borrowers
on the high jump as the banks
used anti-corruption agencies
to recover the non-performing
loans.

With market capitalisation
now hovering around N5 tril-
lion, investors in all lost about
N8 trillion from its peak in mid-
2008. Presently, there is no hope
ofany significant improvement.

Although the meltdown was
a global phenomenon, its depth
in Nigeria only became mani-
fest when the Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) took over eight
banks out of the 10 banks that
failed its audit.

The situation threw Broad
Street in Lagos - Nigeria’scom-
mercial capital - into a sober
mid-December after five banks
submitted their second quarter
audited and not audited results
to investors through the NSE.

The five banks, among the 10
that failed the CBN audit, made
a combined loan loss provision
of about N 1.394 trillion.

The result for the sixth -
Bank PHB - which also posted
a red balance, was published in
a newspaper as required by law,
but was not then part of those

presented to the NSE.

Market analysts believe that
the huge provisions for non-
performing loans by the banks
are indications that a significant
rebound by listed equities on
the NSE may take longer than
anticipated.

They opine that banks as the
drivers of the market, both in
the provision of funds and price
movements, play a significant
role on which direction it takes.

A breakdown of the aggre-
gate loan loss provisions
showed that Intercontinental
Bank had the highest provision
0f N436.69 billion, followed by
Oceanic with N315.115 billion,
sank pu s WIth N232.16 billion
and Union Bank with N 172.29
billion.

FinBank Pic and Spring Bank
Pic also provided N88.8 billion

DAILY TRUST

and N 18.16 billion respectively
for loan losses.

Oceanic, on its part, also
reported a net loss of N286.199
billion, explaining it as “the full
impact of previous misjudg-
ments in lending policy, poor
corporate governance and seri-
ous risk management lapses”.

Analysts say that in all of
these, the shareholder bears
the brunt as profits made by the
banks in the near future would
be channeled to offset these pro-
visions.

This is evident since inves-
tors who jumped into the mar-
ket in the boom days appear
determined to keep it down as
th<jyrush to take profit from any
significant recovery, leading to
persistent glut.

The Securities and Exchange
Commission (SEC), which reg-

* Market analysts believe that the huge
provisions for non-performing loans by
the banks are indications that a signifi-
cant rebound by listed equities on the
NSE may take longer than anticipated
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ulates the market, has waded in
to stem the downward trend in
the market and to bring it back
to life.

Its acting Director General,
Ms Diasy Ekineh, said recently
that the commission would deal
with operators who engaged in
any form of market infractions.

Ekineh, who was reviewing
the market’s operations in 2009,
said that regulators, investors
and other stakeholders in the
financial sector had learnt their
lessons from the meltdown.

"The commission is com-
mitted to bringing insider deal-
ings and market manipulations
to the barest minimum,” she
said, adding that the slow recov-
ery in the market was due to the
huge margin loans overhang.

The NSE, on its part, had
earlier introduced some meas-
ures to check the activities of
operators, particularly stock-
brokers who were in the habit
of manipulating prices in favour
of certain stocks.

It also introduced the con-
cept of market makers to con-
trol dumping in the market.

W ith the measures and resil-
ience on the part of investors
who see the market as a place to
save for the future, it is expected
that the current downturn will
eventually become ablessing in
disguise. (NANFeatures)
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NIGER STATE GOVERNMENT

The Government of Niger State mourns the death offormer
First Lady, Hajiya Maryam Babangida which sad event took
place on Sunday December 27, 2009 at California, Los
Angeles, USA.

Apiece ofdiamond cannot compare invalue to you, neither
can the riches of earth take your place in our hearts, even
though you left us, we shall miss your motherly love, care
and affection nonetheless we are consoled by the
knowledge of what you left behind, memories of true
friendshipand hardwork,

we are pained by this sad and irreparable loss, we

also consoled by the beliefthat itis only Allah thatgives

and takes, To Almighty God we all came and to Him we
shallall return™!

May your gentle soul rest in eternal peace and may Allah
grantyou everlasting home inAljannah Firdausi, Amen.

LATE HAJIYA MARYAM BABANGIDA
Former First Lady
1948-2009
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Nigeria's sea of em

Spread across the nooks and crannies ofthe nation, the
presence offilling stations that are constantly without stock
of fuel raises concerns amongst Nigerians, even as authorities
battle the perennial fuel scarcity in the country.

SyTosin Omoniyi

ADNY would have passed the area several times
out noticing the presence of the filling sta-
Idowu Aka, an entertainment consultant

notjust closed since they are simply useless,” he fumes while
recalling the event.

Indeed many of such fuel stations abound across the
country. In fact it is believed strongly in most quarters that
out of the estimated 15,000 filling stations in the country,
over 70% ofthem are moribund,while a great percentage also

hdglives in the suburb area of Jikwoyiin the Federal Ca?B'r%%lt functioning to full capacity. This has raised concerns

ter _ory, SaYS that ever since he relocated to t_he are%r];{&%stNigerians asto whythe authorities are notmonitor-
he central business district, he has seen the petrol station

iispensing fuel to motorists only about twice.

‘l usually prefer to go to the NNPC Mega station in town
to buy fuel for my car, because of the reasonably affordable
pricing system in operation there. But attimes | need to top
he fuel level of my vehicle on my way home, so | have no
:hoice but to branch at any ofthe numerous filling stations
Dn my way home so you can imagine the surprise of any
notoristwhen he notices thataparticular filling station can-
not boast of having any supply of fuel almost on daily basis.
There isthis particular filling station along the Jikwoyi-Karu
way that cannotboast ofhaving fuel to sell mosttimes. | have
only seen the station in operation just about once or twice.
I begin to wonder why it is called a filling station then, ifa
motorist cannot drive in and buy fuel. But it is not a total
surprise because there other such filling stations like that
which are really empty cans’ Idowu ponders.

Many like Idowu are worried at the large and increas-
ing number of petrol filling stations in the country that are
not functioning or are functioning under par and are calling
on the relevant authorities to either sanction or close such
stations, as they constitute a nuisance and needless frustra-
tion for motorists. A respondent, Sina Ayodele is particu-
larly peeved at the presence of such filling stations along the
nation’s major highways, while crisscrossing the expanse of
the nation. He says that he is a regular traveler especially to
the south western part ofthe country, and many times he sees
large numbers offilling stations along federal roads that do
not sell fuel. “There was a particular time that our fuel got
exhausted as we were nearing the road leading into Oye EKiti
in Ekiti state, and itwas getting dark. Just as we were wonder-
ing what to do, my partner in the vehicle pointed to a filling
station just ahead of us and we were overjoyed at the sight.
You can just begin to imagine our disappointment when we
got there and we were told that they were not selling fuel.
The guard we met there even made matters worse when he
told us that he could not even remember the last time that
they sold fuel there. We had to go-back to the expressway to
stop vehicles in the hope thatsome would be magnanimous
enough to help uswith alittle, to take us into the town so that
we could refuel. On another occasion on my way to He Ife |
had to abandon my vehicle somewhere along the Ibadan Ife
road, when | could not get a filling station that had supply
of fuel. I had to take public transport in order to go and get
fuel to move the car. | wonder why such filling stations are

ing the issuance of permits for prospective owners of such
filling stations.

espondent, Uche Mbakwe who worked once as a
el attendant believes that many owners of such
tions do not actually appreciate the enormous

the prestige of ownership offilling stations that matters. Most
owners especially those that are privately owned units do not
have the required funds to sustain the operations. Maybe,
after the initial mini capital they invest, mismanagement of
accrued profits makes it practically impossible for them to
maintain further operations. Owning a filling station apart
from being a big business, is capital intensive and requires
constant funding. As against the generally held belief that
there is money there, the truth of the matter is that losses
are equally inevitable. So it isnot unlikely that many ofthese
owners after the initial euphoria of owning a filling station
find it later hard to keep in business. From my little experi-
ence, | found outthatitisonly prudent managers and owners
of such stations that survive in the business’

Findings reveal that some countries around the world that
experienced the same upsurge in number ofempty filling sta-
tions took drastic measures to address the trend. In 1992,
in the United Kingdom, there was a total number of 18,000
gas stations available, but it was discovered that many were
not functioning. The authorities had to reduce the number
through outright purchase of such outfits or cancellation of
their license. The number was pruned down to about 9 271
in 2007. Presently the number of such inefficient stations is
negligible. In Canada and China where there was a similar
trend, the numbers offilling stations were also reduced to
14,000 and 30,000 respectively functioning ones. Interest-
ingly, in some other countries like Turkey and Mexico the
reverse is the case where filling stations are ratheront e
increase due to the inability of the existing ones to meet the
consumption needs ofcitizens. As at 2008, Mexico had 8200
of such stations while Turkey had 12,139.

Perhaps to exercise greater efficiency and control some
African nations have decided to promote a deliberate policy
of having few petrol stations in operation. Kenya has 1,300
filling stations while Tanzania has 1000. Malawian citizens
have to make do with just a little above 500 of such petrol

onsibility conferred on them as owners offilling stations,
deciding to go into the business. He says: ‘itisnotjust

mof the estimated 15,000 filling stations in the country

stations.

gssibly as a measure to exercise greater control over

se numerous units of distribution ofthe black lig-
I, recently the Nigerian National Petroleum Cor-

country. Through the action the corporation has increased
the initial number of 38 Mega stations and 12 Floating sta-
tions, which it hopes would increase access of commuters
to fuel. It also ordered the Pipeline and Product Marketing
Company, PPMC to increase the tempo of supply and dis-

,over 70% of then

poration, NNPC, while ordering for 12 cargoes of refined
crude also bought over about 178 filling stations across the

Jindeed many of such fuel stations abound acroj
In most quarters that out ofthe estimated 12,0GC

ofthem are moribund,while a great percentage al
has raised concerns amongst Nigerians as to why
issuance of permits for prospective owners of sue
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ty patrol stations

tribution of fuel across the nation. The government agency
is also hoping to acquire more of such filling stations soon,
to beefup its control ofsale and distribution ofpetrol. There
are also callsin certain quarters that the federal government
in addition to the measures being taken should carry out a
massive audit of existing filling stations in the country, to
ascertain their state of health and adherence to regulations
governing operations in the industry. It would be recalled
that same was carried out in 2001 and stations that were
found to have flouted any operational rule or posed ineffi-
cient, had their licenses withdrawn or revoked. Others were
simply blacklisted and fizzled out of reckoning swiftly after

|s the country. In fact it is believed strongly
[filling stations in the country, over 70%

Iso are not functioning to full capacity. This

Ithe authorities are not monitoring the
Ifilling stations.

the exercise. However a few operators still wonder ifacquisi-
tion of these filling stations as being currently done, would
supply the needed panacea.

for filling stations that have steady supply of fuel
to dispense to motorists, complaints still emerge.
nager of Conoil Filling station, Central Business

District, Ibrahim Isah says that the issue ofblack marketers
ars to be a tough nut that the NNPC is not yet ready

to crack. He believes that is a more pressing need for all
concerned if the issue of inadequate supply of fuel is to be
tackled. Ifwe sell full tank to drivers, a few minutes later you
will see them coming back to refuel after they have sold the
initial one they bought to black marketers. This is a more
pressing problem. PPMC therefore instructed us not to sell
more than N2000 worth offuel to any motorist,’he enthuses.

While agreeing with his counterpart, Rilwan Kabiru!
manager of Total Filling station, in Area 11, Garki adds how-
ever that most filling stations are forced to operate under
inadequate supply by marketers. ‘Besides, as against the
regular three tankers that we have been used to having in
terms of supply, for the past one month now we have had to
make do with just two,”he complains.

Despite all these, persistent fuel shortage and attendant
endless queues at the few stations that still operate, appears

to be the main concern ofmost Nigerians rather than incom-
prehensible policy thrusts ofthe government. Deregulation
touted as the solution by the authorities has continued to
receive stiff opposition by the organized labor and by most
Nigerians, who ironically do not actually know what the
policy is all about.

ing Director, Heyden Petroleum Ltd, a lead-
perator in the downstream sector, Dapo Abi-
believes that deregulation will go along way

and come to terms with for some specific reasons. One rea-
son is that the nation cannot afford to continue to regulate
petrol. Itisthe product that we consume the most in Nigeria.
We consume about Ibillion litres of petrol a'month. Cur-
rently, government is regulating or subsidizing the landed
price ofpetrol to almost 50 per cent, so tjiis means that gov-
ernment spends an average of about N50 billion a month
on petrol subsidy. This money can be spent on other critical
sectors ofthe economy.’

He adds that the issue ofinadequate supply of fuel isman-
made. ‘I can assure you that the PPMC has continued to
import the required volume ofpetrol that they have always
imported or probably more. | can assure you that they are
probably more efficient because they are trying to be crea-
tive about their means ofdistribution, so that the public can
getthe products on time. | can also assure you that they have
continued to keep the strategic reserve as required; which is
aminimum of30 day supply atanypointintime. Interms of
products’supply, the volumes are there; the supply is there;
distribution is there. You now begin to wonder why you see
queues. The queues are man-bade; there are people who
are hell-bentin sabotaging the system and causing problem
in the country.’

He also concludes that in most states, the FCT particu-
larly, the number offilling stations is actually inadequate to
cater for the fuel consumption ofresidents: “There is short-
age of filling stations in Abuja. So, any slight disruption in
supply in Abuja is easily felt. We do not have enough filling
stations in Abuja as it is, so you can see the cause ofthe lone
queues.”

£ § Healso concludes that in most
states, the FCT particularly, the
number offilling stations is
actually inadequate to cater for
the fuel consumption of residents:
“There isshortage offilling
stations in Abuja. So, any slight
disruption insupply in Abuja is
easily felt. We do not have enough
filling stations in Abuja as itis, so
you can see the cause of the long
gueues.”

lving the perennial fiiel scarcity. He posits: deregulat
tep that the nation does not have a choice but to acc
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STATE GOVERNMENT

O B 1 T U A R Y

His Exellency, Alhaji (Dr) Aliyu
\Akwe Doma, OON (Madauchin
Doma), Executive Governor of
Nasarawa State, on behalfo fhimself,
family and the government and
people ofNasarawa State announces
with deep sorrow buttotal submission
to the will of God, the death ofLady
Theresa Mataki Wuya, which sad
event occurred on Saturday 19th
December, 2009 after a briefillness.

Until her demise, Mrs. Theresa Wuya
was the Special Adviser to His
Excellency, the Executive Governor
on WomenAffairs.

Mrs. Theresa Mataki Wuya was a
dedicated, loyal and conscientious
public officer and senior citizen who
contributed immensely to the
development of the State. She was a
dogged advocate o fgender issues and
awareness

Prior to her last appointment as
Special Adviser, the deceased served
the public in many capacities
including Registrar, College of
Education, Akwanga, and State
Director National Orientation
Agency (NOA). She also served in
many Government Committees and
Boards.

M ay. the (Um igAty Qad gm ntfm Seuleternaland peacefulw t in 3 wWuuUie.

SIGNED:
TIMOTHY X. ANLIIDE

SECRETARY TO THE STATE GOVERNMENT.
19™ DECEMBER, 2009.
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Coted|voire gets

$35 mi

lion for [T

development

COTE d’lvoire has received
25 million euros (35 million
U.S. dollars) from the Euro-
pean Union for the develop-
ment of information tech-
nology.

A government statement
said the donor, <Eountries
included Japan, Norway and
Germany.

Cote dlvbires Minis-
ter of Technical Teaching
and Professional Training
Mousa Dosso unveiled the
aid programme on Wednes-
day.

The World Bank also
offered support for the pro-
gramme for activitiesinedu-
cation and training.

“The evolution of the
new information and com-
munication methods has
drastically changed the
working methods, habits and
performance in the world,
the minister said.

“Our ministry isto come
up with a strategy for the
IT popularisation in our
administrative and teaching
systems.

“Peace must come back
to the country so that the

national centre for promot-
ingthe newtechnologies can
play its role after the crisis.

“Thereconstruction may
take long. It5 a must that
those who are competent
enough after going through
the training centres should
bring their knowledge and
woHc for the reconstruction
of Cote d’Ivoire,” the official
said

Cote d’lvoire is yet to
caterto IT equipment, espe-
cially in the areas of police
service and  provincial
administration, where offic-
ers are still working with the
old-style typewriters.

The governmenthas cre-
ated the National Informa-
tion Development Agency
and atraining centre for the
IT orientation in anticipation
of a post-crisis era of devel-
opment.

The country is prepar-
ing for its first presidential
elections between February
and early March since 2005
to end the political crisis,
which was triggered by an
attempted coup in 2002.
(Xinhua/NAN)
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S/Africa’s
rand retreats
slightly versus
dollar

SOUTH  Africas rand
retreated against dollar on
Wednesday after rallying 1.7
per centto a 2-weekhigh the
previous day.

Stock futurespointedto a
soft start for the local bourse,
after the rand firmed to
7.3695 against the dollar on
Tuesday.

Its strongest level since
Dec. 16 accordingto Reuters
data, tracking stronger global
markets and supported by
dollar selling interest from
local exporters wanting to
square offtheir books before
.year end.

On Wednesday, the rand
traded 0.W per cent softer at
7.4385 versus the greenback
compared with Tuesday’s

close at 7.4242.
The blue chip Top-40
March futures contract

dipped 0.22 per cent prior to
the JSE Securities Exchange’
open in the early hours.

Government bonds held
steady at previous closing
levels, with the yield on the
2015 note unchanged at
8.425 per cent. The longer-
dated 2036 was also flat at
8.795 per cent. (Reuters/
NAN)

Zambilato seal 1.4mtonnes
of oll supply deal inJanuary

ZAMBIA isto sign anew 1.4 million tonnes oil supply con-
tract next month after the expiry ofan existingarrangement

with Kuwait’s Independent Petroleum Group (IPG).

Zambia energy jninister Kenneth Konga disclosed this

on Wednesday.

Konga said Zambia, Africastop copper producer, would
announce anew preferred bidder to supply its crude oil dur-
ing the same month after the closing offenders.

In the past Zambia has concluded long term contracts
lasting two years for the purchase of 1.4 million tonnes of oil.

But Konga did not specify what period the coming deal
would cover. The country s fuel needs have grown along with
mining activity.

government had initially said itwould relyon imports

ofpetrol and diesel to supply to the mines, the country seco-
nomic lifeblood and for other uses. Crude oil imports into
the Zambia are expected to resume in April 2010.

Zambiaresorted to imports offinished petroleum prod-
ucts after its sole refiner, Indeni Petroleum Refiner)- was shut
due to amachinery fault last October.

Thiswas ahead ofaplanned routine maintenance closure
during the same month. The refinery has slowly been ramp-
ing up production.

“The closing and opening date for the oil tender will now
be Jan. 8,2010 and we expect that the long-term contract will
be signed in the same month,” Konga told Reuters.

An industry source told Reuters that tuel imports hich
the country started in October would continue to avoid dis-

ruptions mainly to the copper mines.
The mines use a lot of diesel in their production of min-

“When the tender closes, there will be sufficient time for
us to agree with the supplier when the first shipment will
be delivered. o

“But we don't anticipate shortages of fuel because there
are measures in place for a steady flow, Konga said.

The Zambia Public Procurement Authority (ZPPA) said
last month that the 1,440,000 tonnes buyers option would
be brought in cargo lots of 60,000-90,000 tonnes at evenly
spread intervals.

The signing of a new crude oil supply deal would be
delayed until April- (Reuters/NAN) %

Gambian economic growth seen at5% iIn

GAMBIA’S econonfy will grow by 5.0 per cent in 2009,
thanks in part to stronger second-quarter growth in the
agricultural sector, Central Bank Governor Bamba Saho
said on Tuesday. , ,

Gambia, a tiny slither of land within Senegal on the
coast of West Africa has few natural resources and most of
its population is involved in subsistence farming.

The country recently passed a 5.47 billion dalasis
budget for 2010, a 20 per cent increase from 2009 on the
back of higher tax revenue, grants and external budget

*Saho spoke at a news conference held by the Monetary
lo 'rt-r/KrX' orlt pilworf! to An'yi
ortl n) «uwih3 junoitasol j’tdi ,navi

Policy Committee ofthe Central Bank.

He said provisional data on government’ fiscal opera-
tions in the firstten months 02009 indicated that revenue
and grants rose to 4.3 billion dalasis.

Saho said Gambia recorded 3.1 billion dalasis in the
same period in 2008. e

The Central Bank governor said gross official reserves
at the end of November stood at 182.40 million dollars,
equivalentto 7.5 months of import cover.

He added that inflation data from the Gambia Bureau
of Statistics, as measured by the National Consumer Price
Index, continued to pointto the easing ofinflationary pres-

reSsziko said headline inflation would likely be contained
below- the 6.0 per cent target by the end of December.

He said food consumer price inflation fell to 2.7 per cent
atthe end of November from 8.4 per cent ayear earlier.

Sako added that non-food consumer price inflation also
declined by nearly 2.0 percentage points to 2.7 per centdur-
ing the same period.

He said that the Central Banks measure of core inflation
which excludes prices ofenergy and volatile food items also
decreased to 3.0per cent in November. 7,,n

Itwas at 6.6 per centin November 2008. (Reuters/NAN)
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2009: Energy on the edge

Despite the promises and assurances to boost power and oil supply in
the country, the history of the sector is just being recycled. Below are
some of the events in the energy sector.

DR. Rilwan Lukman, Petroleum Minister

ByHamisu Muhammad

Petroleum industry

THE year began with the controversial reduction by govern-
ment ofthe petrol pump price from N70 to N65 in January in
me name ofextending goodies to Nigerian citizens due to the
downfall of crude oil prices but the gift was attacked by organ-
ised labour unions and industry experts which they said was
partofthe plan to introduce deregulation policy.
* eMaj°r° a Marketers Association of Nigeria
(MOMAN) threatenedto stop importation ofPremium Motor
Pnt unless the government addresses “some controversial
issues in the new pricing template, because according to them
they were selling below cost Members of MOMAN include
African Petroleum Pic, Chevron Nigeria, Conoil, Mobil, Oando
and Total Nigeria, which together said they are responsible for
50 percent oftotal petrol importation into the country.

The former Group Managing Director (GMD) ofthe Nige-
rian National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), Alhaji Abubakkr
Yaradua got his sack letter from the President Umaru Yaradua
Mid replaced with NNPCs Group Executive Director (Special
Project), Muhammad Sanusi Baridndo. Yaradua also approved
majorchangesin thetop Managementofthe NNPC where the six
Group Executive Directors were replaced with new ones.

attagks

u,c major pipeline tsystem2B) which moves

per day.

TCeMiirofStatefor Petroleum, Odien Ajumogobia, at
tlife Nigeria Oil and Gas Conference in Abujajustified govern-
ments intention to deregulate the downstream oil sector. Soon
alterthatthe governmentannounced subsidy removal on PMS
otherwise known as Petrol.

A shockingnews revealedby Mr Mohammed M. Ibrahim,
Chainnan ofthe OGIC, sub-committee on policy framework
wasthat Nigeriaisadjudgedto bethe largestimporterofrefined
petroleum products in the world despite being among the top
100il producing nations in the world.

Secretary General ofthe Organisation ofPetroleum Export-
ing Countries (OPEC) Abdalla EI-Badri arrived Nigeria with
his delegationand calledon Nigeriaand other OPEC member
countries to work together to ensure that the Kyoto Protocol on
Climate Change was sustained.

CHIEF Odein Ajumogobia, Minister of State, Petroleum

The Public hearings on the Petroleum Industry Bill (P1B)
were conducted by both the Senate and House of Representa—
tive members. Senator ftp L

ive

the organization.

Speaking also during a fact-finding visit to the Minister of
Petroleum Resources and the Nigerian National Petroleum
Corporation (NNPC) to understand the Petroleum Industry
Bill before the National Assembly and the rationale behind it,
the leader ofthe IMF delegation and the Adviser Fiscal Affairs
Department, Mr. Charles McPherson said the bill was profes-
sional and was properly done.

The Nigerian Petroleum Development Company (NPDC)
the Exploration and Production arm ofthe NNPC discovered
Oil from its Oil Mining Lease (OML) 64, otherwise known as
Kukaku-1well with potential of 1,285 to 3,110barrels per day
of crude oil The well was drilled to a total depth of 11,150 feet
and encountered six major hydrocarbon intervals, three out of
which bear oil witha net thickness ofabout 50 feet

corseonilighuih cpfIfed Comyagieement jo e

i i anaNigeriaAgip Oil Company (NAOC)

designed to finance their Joint Venture Upstream project in
Gbaran-Ugbidie, in Bayelsa state.

International Oil Prices

The substantial ports ofthe year witnessed surges in inter-
national crude priceafterthe early fell from $145a barrel in the
beginning ofthe year. The crude oil price nearly hit $80 at the
end ofthe year.

Electricity

As partofthe effort to revive the sector, the federal govern-
ment promised to repair the turbines and other installation
belongs to the Power Holding Company of Nigeria (PHCN) as
ashortterm measures to at leastgenerate 6000MW ofelectricity
beforethe endoftheyear. The Federal Governmentannounced
the removal ofthe ChiefExecutive Officerand two other execu-
tivedirectorsofthe statenowprmmramr —

uiwdsd move towards achieving its power generation targets

The Executive Vice Chairman/CEO ofthe Power Holding
Company ofNigeria (PHCN) Engr. Bello Suleimanwas kicked
out alongside the Executive Director in charge of Finance and
Administration Engr. Isiaka Abdul Razak and his counterpart

in charge of Operations, Engr. Simon Atakulu. Suleiman was
replaced by Engr.HuseinLabo, while Mr. Pius Apuye isthenew
Executive Director (Finance and Administration) and Engr.
John Ayodele is Executive Director (Operations).

The Economic and Financial Crime Commission (EFCC)
descended on the Chairman ofthe Nigerian Electricity Regula-
tory Commission (NERC), Ransome Owan and six other com-
missioners on alleged N 1.54bn fraud perpetrated by them. The
Minister of Power, Lanre Babalola shortly after that announced
their suspension and at the sam™* —i

a ucw duiimusirator without seeking the consent ofthe
presidency, therebygeneratinganother controversyin the sector

President Umaru Musa Yaradua sent a bill to the National
?T]Q"C'& gﬁg ertﬁtl}(rearljadpeal ofthe Rural ElectrlflcatlonAgency
KVTuiaisci § rennanentsecretaryotthemlnlstryofpow
Director General ofthe Agencyofabout N5.6 billion.

The Federal Government later scrapped the REA through
aletter from the minister of State for Power, Nuhu S Wye even
though the bill sent forthe repealofthe REAestablishment Act
2005 is still hanging in the National Assembly.

The representative of the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA)s nuclear regulation expert, Anthony Evans
f3L & e lAEATregional Regulatory Infrastructure for Safety
in Abuja that Nigeriahad been a role model in nuclear regula-
tion in Africaand Ifworkwentaccordingto plans, the Nigeria$
Nuclear Power programme will be the best in the continent.

PHCN workersthreatenedtogoon striketopresshometheir
demands includingsalaryincrementand unbundlingofPHCN
Riotasaresultofpoorpowersupplyledtothedeath offivepeople

m+ u 3. una33L6on Monday, May 25th, 2009, but PHCN
saldéhe riot has nothing to do with power supplyln the town.
as

The country’ natural gas reserves of 185 trillion cubic feet
was not properly explored within the year due to absence of
enabling regulation. The domestic gas obligation by the Inter-
national OilCompanies remained incomathroughoutthe year
due to issues concerning pricing and payment.

The plans to raise earnings from natural gas exports to 50
percent ofoil revenues by 2010,remained in papers throughout
the period Qytsome effors Were maldto increase the level ofgas
production. NNPC estimated that $15 billion in private sector

,J , ePenod’Nigenan gas flaringaccounts for
20%oftheworldtotalwhich couldbeendedbyz o 10 bycollecting
assoclated natural gas and processing itinto LNG.

NNPC and Gazprom signed an agreementin Abujato form
anew gas company called Nigaz. Atthe same time the Nigeria
f hJfted Algeriaand Niger Republicto conclude the
4,000Km-long Tran-saharan Gas Pipeline project agreement.

The talks about the $7 billion Nigeria-Algeria (NIGAL)
projectplanned to be finished by end 0f2009.

The Group Managing Director of the Nigerian National
Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), Mr. Mohammed Sanusi Bar-
kindo said the corporation put in place ashort term gas supply
plan to deliver about 1,2 billion cubic feet ofgas (bcft) to the
domestic market by the end ofthis year.

The federalgovemmentwarned all International Oil Com-
panies (I0Cs) operating in Nigeria not to fail in meeting their
domestic gas supply obligation designed to meet the6.000MW
taiget for domestic power supply before the end ofthe year.

*, M0I?etnc “ower Limited signed a gas supply agreement
Wlth ShellPetroleumDevelopmentCompanyand the Nigerian
National Petroleum Corporation for the generation ofabout
188 mega watts ofelectricity. The firsttime an IPP signed such
agreement. The gas shortage was blamed for the failure to
achievedthe6000mw ofelectricitybythe end ofthe yearbyboth
the ministerofpowerand the managing directorofthe PHCN

Niger Delta/Amnesty

0 i | -ShellPetroleum DevelopmentCom-
pany (SPDC) was fined N 1 million over failure to clean up oil
spill siteswhich resulted in an inferno that destroyed some part
of Peremabiri community, in southern ljaw Local government
AreaofBayelsastate in 2008.

The financial penalty was imposed by the National Oil Spill
Detectionand Response Agency (NOSDRA). The main militant
group in Nigerias Nieer Delta attark-"Hon | d__ir,..

someproauction asaprecautionafterrepor
attack on two oil well clusters near its Forcados terminal

Also some militants group threatened to blow up Kaduna
Petroleum Institute ifgovernment continues to go ahead with
its agenda of moving the Federal University of Petroleum
Resource from its present location at Effurum to Kaduna, the
federal government officials said there are no plans to like that.
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COMPANYtom * A ofCats QUOL(TO | Quantity Traded
2ND-TIER SECURITIES
CAPITAL OIL PLC 3 )59 1 11.2?8’{820
SECTORTotals IR
agricu ture
FTN COCOA PROC. PLC 1 352 396,950
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC 5 0.57 224,400
OKOMU OILPALM COY PLC 1 22.75 288
PRESCO PLC 4 5.60 220,000
SECTORTotals 21 841 638
AIR SERVICES
NIG. AV. HAND. COY PLC 56 7.05 146,345
SECTOR Totals 146,345
AUTOMOBILE&TYRE
DN TYRE & RUBBER PLC 22 0.50 4,999,447
INCAR NIGERIA PLC 1 4.33 54,333
RT. BRISCOtMIG.) PLC 9 6.15 319,653
SECTORTbtar"(:": 32 5,373,433
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC 63 2.50 1,985,378
DIAMOND BANK PLC 64 7.38 7,590,682
ECOBANK NIGERIA PLC 2 10.63 8,332
FIRSTCITY MON. BANKPLC 26 7.00 3,301,419
FIDELITY BANK PLC 97 242 5,413,023
FIRST BANK OF NIG. PLC 433 ézggo 471'213?15?;89
FINBANK PL 115 . ,943,
GTBANK PLCE: 247 1550 7,166,447
STANBICIBTC BANK PLC 19 7.15 1,373,659
INTERCONTIN. BANKPLC. 36 1.61 2,431,195
OCEANIC BANK INT. PLC 32 1.69 1,323,709
BANKPHBPLC 77 131 6,867,704
SKYE BANK PLC. 62 5.27 2,193,663
SPRING BANK PLC n 0.76 144,793
STERLING BANK PLC 31 1.23 1,795,771
UNT. BANK FOR AFR. PLC. 134 10.76 4,059,497
UNION BANK OF NIG. PLC 108 6.00 1,897,613
UNITYBANKPLC 24 0.80 913,909
WEMA BANK PLC 15 0.93 224,710
ZENITH BANK PLC 166 1350 5,288,482
SECTOR Totals 1,826 106,172,425
BOND
CRUS. NIG. PLCUNS.CONV. BOND 5 100.00 43.800
SECTOR Totals 5 43.800
BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC 29 11.55 255,348
BEN/CEMENT COY PLC 16 43.01 500,677
CEM.CO. OF N/NIG. PLC 12 12.46 175,500
LAFARGE WAPCO PLC 29 30.00 927,475
SECTOR Totals 86 1,859,Q0{i
CHEMICAL & PAINTS
NIG.-GERMAN CHEM. PLC 1 1504 182
PREMIER PAINTS PLC. 1 13.40 5,260
SECTOR Totals 2 5,442
COMMERCIAL/SERVICES
AFROMEDIA PLC 3 0.80 4,584
COURTVILLE INVEST. PLC 2 0.50 11,500
NAT. SPORTS LOTT. PLC 1 4.35 52
RED STAR EXPRESS PLC 1 215 476,082
SECTOR Totals 18 f EEEEE
COMP. & OFFICE EQUIP.
OMATEKVENTURES PLC 8 0.50 223,500
TRIPP/GEE AND COY PLC 2 4.84 1,496
SECTORTOotsls 10 224,996
CONGLOMERATES
A. G. LEVENTIS (NIG.) PLC 1 2.36 8,000
CHELLARAMS PLC 3 14.13 1,947
JOHN HOLTPLC 4 9.28 1,136
PZ CUSSONS NIG. PLC 19 25.00 145,572
SCOA NIGERIA PLC 1 8.81 1,000
TRANSN. CORP.OF NIG.PLC 28 0.52 5,182,940
UACOF NIGERIAPLC 17 36.75 230,065
UNILEVER NIG. PLC 9 18.50 144,865
- 82mviiiilil
CONSTRUCTION
COSTAIN (WA) PLC 10 381 77,708
G. CAPPA PLC 2 14.46 741
JULIUS BERGER NIG. PLC 22 2590 500,266
MULTIVERSE RES. PLC 2 0.50 15,000
SECTOR Totals 36 593,71 f
FOOD/BEV. atbBACCC
7-UP BOTTLING CO. PLC 6 (2)96.4310 %2,01%0
BIG TREAT PLC 12 : ,
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC 30 10.49 2,521,023
C 116 9.93 4,554,255
C 47 15.0C 1,685,019
T 19 360C 167,131
1 8.50 300
liML.Inu v-wi LC 47 4.35 2,464,271
NIG. BOTTLING COY PLC 12 21.4; 294,112
NNFM
GAINERS NBC
WAPCO

NB

Value of Shw«<N)

7,728.00

207,103.50
127,908.00
6,226.56
1,232,000.00
1,573,238.06|

1.042.454.38
1.042.454.38

2,499,723.50

235,261.89
1,977,392.70
4,712,378.09

16,384,320.67
4.886.030.89
55,508,958.48
84,153.20
23,570,830.03
12,956,955.39
101,746,495.69
22,087,278.28

110,357,134.84

9,823,048.18
3,914,223.95
2,237,068.21
9.064.099.28
11,746,613.81
110,042.68
2.189.616.28
44,252,501.62
11.339.652.89
736,349.58
208,980.30
69,506,626.64
512.710.980.89

0.00
0.00!

2,907,799.07
21,625,017.98]

2,247,056.40
27,684,715.94
54,464,589.39

2,600.78
66,959.80
69,560.58!

3,483.84
5,750.00
215.28
1,033,301.26
1,042,750.38

111,890.00
6,881.60
1

18,080.00
26,148.21
10,019.52
3,612,854.70
8,370.00
2,643,344.80
8,451,871.95
2,674,062.07

288,690.40
10,714.86
12,311,546.26
7,500.00

474,721.80
227,052.00
26,445,544.13
44,975,551.82
24,885,683.95
6,025,460.60
2,424.00
10,652,626.35
6,299,879.04

1.04
1.02
1.00
0.82
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Nigeria Stock Exchange (NSE)

Thursday, December 31,2009

NESTLE NIGERIA PLC 30
N/NIG. FLOUR MILLS PLC 1
TANTALIZERS PLC 9
UTC NIGERIA PLC 2
SECTOR Totals 332
HEALTHCARE
EVANS MEDICALPLC. 2
FIDSON HEALTHCAREPLC 6
GLAXOSM. CONS. NIG. PLC 3
i MAY & BAKER NIGERIAPLC. 12
1 MORISON INDUSTRIES PLC. 1
| NEIMETHINT.PHARM.PLC 7
| UN/DIAG.& CLIN. SERV. PLC 7
i SECTOR Totals 38
| HOTEL&TOURISM
| IKEJA HOTEL PLC 1
, SECTORTOotals 1
INDUST/DOMESTIC PROD
B.O.C. GASES NIG. PLC 2
NIG. ENAMELWARE PLC 1
| FIRSTALUMINIUMNIG.PLC 3
What Is | VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC 9
SECTORTotals 15
Call INF. & COMM. TECH.
) = CHAMS PLC 30
Option  ( MASSTEL INNOV. NIG.PLC 1
| STARCOMMS PLC 14
SECTORTOotals 45
An option » INSURANCE
which gives | AFRICAN ALL. INS. PLC 3
V AIICO INSURANCE PLC. 105
theholder ¢ cONTINENTAL REINS. PLC 2
the right, ' CORNERSTONE INS.CO.PLC. 16
but not 1 CUST.&ALLIED INS. PLC 34
. E EQUITY ASSURANCE PLC
the obliga- $ GOLDLINK INSURANCEPLC 18
tion, to | GUARANTYTRUSTASS.PLC 9
buy afixed | GUINEA INSURANCEPLC. 4
amountof § CONS. HALLM. INS. PLC 3
. © INV. AND ALLIED ASS. PLC 4
acertain g |NT.ENERGY INS.COYPLC 13
stockata f LASACO ASSURANCEPLC. 37
specified L/UNION& ROCK INS. PLC. ?

- L LINKAGE ASSURANCE PLC
pricewithin ) \T AL BEN. ASSUR PLC 1
aspecified  NEM INSUR CO.(NIG)PLC. 12
time- Calls NIGER INSURANCE CO.PLC- 7
are pur- OASIS INSURANCE PLC 2
chased by 6
investors STACO INSURANCEPLC
who expect ~ STAND.ALL. INSUR. PLC 17

. UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 7
aprice INTERC. WAPIC INS. PLC 7
increase. SECTORTotals 359

MEDIA
DAAR COMMUNIC. PLC 34
Google SECTORTotals 34
MORTGAGE COMPANIES -
ASO SAV. AND LOANS PLC ;-}1
Cc 28
SECTORTOotals 63
PACKAGING
NIG. BAG MAN. COY PLC 963
NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC 1
POLYPRODUCTS 'PI< 1
SECTORTOotals 965
PETROLEUM(MARK-)
AFRICAN PETROLEUM P—- 22
BECO PETROL. PROD.PLC 2
CHEVRON OIL NIGERIAPI.C 12
CONOIL PLC 19
ETERNAOIL&GAS PLC. 14
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 9
OANDO PLC u
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 10
99
G
ACADEMY PRESS PLC. 3
LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC 5
UNIVERSITY PRESS PLC 4
SECTORTotals 12 W
REAL ESTATE
UACN PROP. DEV.CO.PLC 8
SECTORTotals 8
p. 1
SECTORTotals n
OVLRALLTI-t.il 4,36;"
UAC-PROP
LOSERS ETERNAOIL
INCAR
PRESTIGE

23950 62,797  15,143,631.50
21.85 52,000 1,136,200.00
0.77 116,12C 90,626.52
0.86 5,007 4,506.23
12,298,582 i:56,363,907.94
1.07 99,200 106,144.00
1,78 654,000 1,163,880.00
22.40 3,337 74,745.50
3.86 395,083 1,451,476.43
12.28 18 210.06
1.50 34,864 49,855.52
0.61 1,100,000 671,000.00
2,286,50/ 3,517,311.51
0.87 5,000 4,550.00
5,000 4,550.00
13.48 6,087 77,974.47
55.63 4 222.52
0.50 139,326 69,663.00
5.65 95,589 540,127.85
241,006 687,987.84
057 1174112 689,726.08
0.50 65,000 32,500.00
175 3,849,184 6,736,682.90
5,088,29* *7,458,908.98
0.87 23,50C 19,505.00
0.79 9,659,829 7,750,975.13
1.15 27,000 29,950.00
0.52 7,214,848 3,750,072.48
2.86 803,000 2,205,423.50
0.50 1,329,000 664,500.00
0.95 2,744500 2,607,275.00
2.07 323,500 672,900.00
0.50 18,80C 9,400.00
0.50 244,500 122,250.00
0.50 400,000  200,000.00
0.63 573,527  360,093.47
0.59 5,288,884 3,120,441.56
0.51 178,857 91,485.65
0.50 30,000 15,000.00
0.64 50,00C 32,000.00
0.52 860,024 447,722.96
0.97 209,25€ 202,833.20
1.49 252,00Cc  375,480.00
4.00 137,04/ 548,141.55
0.50 1,490,00C 745,00q.00
1.25 107,50( 134,375.00
0.55 1,558,10C  856,955.00
1.10  3,001,00( 3,301,000.00
1.10 217,00( 238,700.00
36,741,66  28,501/47950
0.56 318,753  178,100.00
318,753  178,100.00
0.56 738,060 415,029.00
050 19,470,000 9,735,000.00
0.82 1,598,155 1,344,125.83
21,806,205 11,494,154.83
1.45 2,486,122 3,594,440.53
6.99 630 4,189.50
4.68 48 213.60
2(486,0-

3351 67,276 2,182,270.80
2.53 12,00)0 28,920.00
69.79 11,208  816,996.43
27.63 104,500 2,956,484.05
4.98 244,302 1,218,402.34
98.80 3,1%,17 302,774.24
9359 1,6 157,621.23
1490) 11,727 1,659,956.85
4558<16 9323,425.94
54C 232C 12,009.60
9.0: 12,170 114,079.30
4.9' 17,660 88,123.00
8 xa.io0  214,211.90
19. 36 154,100 3,060,426.00
00 3,060,426.00
15.00 34,500 513,860.00
245 0d  513,860.00
209,373,326 866,713,925.88

1.04

0.26

0.22

0.20
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Fighting endometrial

cancer in women

ByAkorOjoma

om etrial cancer

1s the fifth most common
ncer affecting women
worldwide. It is the can-

cer which usually begins in the
dometrium that is the lining of

the uterus, a hollow, pear-shaped
pelvic organ where the baby grows.
The cancer forms more than 95

of the cancers that affect the
uterus of women and is mostly
diagnosed in women over 50 with
very fewwomen diagnosed under
35. Alarge percentage of Nigerian
women are affected by it.

Those at Risk

According to Dr Nathaniel
Adewole , a consultant gynaecol-
ogist at the University of Abuja
Teaching Hospital, Gwagwalada
“The women at risk comprise;
women who start menstruation
early , those who attain meno-
pause late, women who take hor-
mones that contain only estrogen,
women who dont have many chil-
dren and quite ironically women
who have many children don’t usu-
ally have the disease though it is
not a yardstick to have many chil-
dren as that also has its attendant
problems. Having risk factors for
endometrial cancer doesn’t mean
you’ll get the disease. It means that
you're at risk and should be alert
to possible signs and symptoms
of the disease. Conversely, some
women who develop endometrial
cancer appear to have no risk fac-
tors for the disease.”

Symptoms

The doctor said The first clue
that something is wrong is abnor-
mal vaginal bleeding .Others
include Prolonged periods or
bleeding, between periods ,more
frequent vaginal bleeding or spot-
ting during the years leading up to
menopause, perimenopause ,any
bleeding after the time of meno-
pause , a pink, watery or white
discharge from your vagina , pel-
vic pain, especially late in the dis-
ease ,pain during intercourse and
weight loss.

In the words of Dr Adewole
Abnormal bleeding from the
womb is the main symptom.
For example in younger women
the bleeding will be irregular
and more than normal but for a
woman that has gone beyond the
years of menstruation and starts
bleeding from the uterus you can
think ofendometrial cancer. Gen-
erally awoman in any age group

Endometrial
cancer

who starts bleeding abnormally
especially if above 39 or 40 years
should think ofendometrial can-
cer. At later stages you may notice
the stomach getting bigger and
pains too. At the advanced stage
the woman can also start losing
weight having lost much blood

from the bleeding. She can also

be weak and loose appetite. The
abnormal bleeding often marks
the phase of transition before it
develops to endometrial cancer.

Causes

Dr Adewole said like most

cancers generally one cannot pin
point the exact cause ofendome-
trial cancer ”When the balance
of the two female hormones
-estrogen and progesterone shifts
toward more estrogen which stim-
ulates growth ofthe endometrium
-a womans risk of developing
endometrial cancer increases. Fac-
tors that increase levels ofestrogen
in the body include: many years of
menstruation, never having been
pregnant, irregular ovulation,
obesity, diabetes, estrogen only
replacement therapy .personal his-
tory of breast and ovarian cancer
etc.” He explained

Prevention

Accordingto the gynaecologist
“Awoman who gives birth several
times is protected , a woman on
combined oral contraceptives pill
which contains combination of
estrogen and progesterone, the pill
being taken morning and evening
by women is also protected.”

The gynaecologist said “Since

the disease is caused mainly by
hormonal imbalance, pills can be
protective but we can't say because
ofthis everywoman should use the
pill since the pill may not be a suit-
able family planning method for
some women. The main thing isif
the disease is detected early, more
problems can be avoided .Once
abnormal bleeding is noticed the
woman should go to the hospital
for screening because this isatran-
sition to endometrial cancer and
if picked up at this early stage and
treated endometrial cancer will
not develop.”

Diagnosis

When a person comes for
screening the major thing that
will be done is the endometrial
sampling. It involves taking sam-
ple from the lining of the womb
of the woman and sending it for
histology or medical history even
as an outpatient. Another way is
once awoman is past 40 if she can
do transvaginal scan, it can eas-
ily investigate her susceptibility
in developing it. This measures
how thick the endometrium s,
there may also be blood test and
other things pap test, endometrial
biopsy, dilation and curettage .

Treatment

The major treatment is surgi-
cal and the operation is usually
to remove the womb and ovary.
Once the womb is removed, ifit is
at the early stage it will cure it .But
ifit is at the late stage apart from
the womb and the ovary, one will
need radiotherapy and sometimes

one may also use drugs called hor-
monal drugs or chemotherapy.
The hormone that could be used at
the last”\stage is progesterone. But
if cut up at early stage removing
the worrtb will be able to cure the
disease. Talking about removing
the womb and ovary as a cure for
the disease destroying the woman’
chances of motherhood, the Doc-
tor said the good thing is that the
disease mostly occurs after the
reproductive years that are usually
after years of giving birth.

The gynaecologist added that
the major problem associated
with this disease in Nigeria is that
of lack ofawareness on the part of
the Nigerian women.

“There are cases ofwomen who
experience abnormal bleeding for
uf to three-four years and they will
just keep it to themselves until it
leads to their death because the
cancer may have spread beyond
the uterus when only what such a
woman need do is present it early
so it can be cured without remov-
ing the womb and the situation
that involves removing the womb
may not lead to death but elimi-
nate all the cancer.”

Dr Adewole advised govern-
ment to take up the challenge and
train personnel on this cancer He
said: There should also be provi-
sion of cancer points across the
country. There is lack of informa-
tion and co-ordinated policy on
cancer in this country. We also
need a cancer policy in the coun-
try.”
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Don't nag graduate
children into ajob...

BY the time their offspring hit
their 20s, most parents would
probably assume they have got
the hang of child-rearing.

But ministers seem to disagree
and are today publishing a guide
on how to help 20-something
graduate children.

Over 18 pages, it urges parents
not to nag them to find ajob but,
at the same time, not to make
things too cosy at home.

They are urged to curb unreal-
istic ambitions and call in favours
from friends and contacts to help
their child find work experience.

The advice, published by Lord
Mandelson’s business depart-
ment, cover~the over-21s. This
age group canMready vote, work,
join the Armed Forces, get mar-
ried or even be parents them-
selves.

Aspects of the guide seem at
odds, urging parents not to nag as
it makes young people feel more

Over 18
pages, it
urges par-
ents not to
nag them
to find ajob
but, at the
same time,
not to make
things too
cosy at
home

stressed and makes the failure to
get ajob worse’

But the advice, entitled Par-
ent Motivators, also warns
against being too supportive’

It asks: ‘Ifyou are making life
too comfortable at home, why
would they get a job?

‘Ifyou are providing free
board and lodgings, a well-
stocked fridge, washing and
ironing done, plus an allowance,
there’snot much drive there. So
cut back to help increase their
motivation.’

The guide, available on the
official website direct.gov.uk,
isbeing issued nationwide this
week.

It follows a barrage of advice
to parents on raising children
from birth to leaving school.

The latest example ofthe
nanny state has alist 15 of dos
and donts’to help parents ‘moti-
vate not alienate’their child.

These include an instruction
to ‘allow them some time to relax
once they graduate but don't let a
few weeks turn into months’

Parents are even told to
encourage their children to see
a doctor ifthey notice changes
to eating and sleeping habits or a

If you are providing free
board and lodgings, a
well-stocked fridge, wash-
ing and ironing done, plus
an allowance, there's not
much drive there

loss of energy.

Written by career coach Den-
ise Taylor, the guide said that after
university, ‘reality hits’as gradu-
ates realise the financial crisis has
cut their chances of finding work.

She said: ‘Despite their chil-
dren being grown up, many par-
ents are still naturally concerned
about their prospects and want
to help.’

Another of her tips said:
Arrange aregular update to avoid
nagging. This can help keep you
informed without adding pres-
sure on them.’

And parents are told: ‘Don't
dismiss their ideas but also
encourage them to be realistic.

‘Some will make it as actors
and film scriptwriters but many
just waste away the years.

‘People often pursue careers
such as this alongside ajob, so
encourage them to get ajob to
increase their independence and
so they can support themselves
on their dream path.’

The scheme comes days after
figures obtained by the Conserva-
tives showed that nearly 50,000
recent graduates are unemployed
or in stop gap or unpaid jobs.

It has also emerged that hun-
dreds of students are forking out
up to £8,000 for unpaid intern-
ships in a desperate bid to land
ajob.
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FRAGMENTS

BySafiyal.Dantiye
safiyadantiye@yahoo.com

Maryam Babangida:
Bringing rural
women to the fore

HE death of Hajiya Maryam Babangida, wife of former Presi-
dent, General Ibrahim Babangida on Sunday December 27,
was taken by people differently. While many see her as the ini-1

I'tiator ofthe glamorization of First Ladyship, some see her as an epit-1

I orijie of women emancipation from the drudgery of poverty, artiong |

I other perspectives.

Her pet project, Better Life Programme for Rural Womens

I (BLPRW) which was started in 1986 ushered a new era of helping |

I women realize and utilize their potentials. It was essentially a pro-1

lgramme aimed at improving the status of women; where they learnt |
new skills or improved on the ones they already had, in order to be

I economically empowered. j

I Eventhough at the beginning, sceptics were of the view that the |
programme would make women disrespect their husbands ifthey got |

I some income, the programme continued and women were happy for |

I being propped to have something doing. Most importantly however, |

I the programme brought the issue ofrural womento the centre stage. |

| Even before she became the First Lady, Maryam Babangida was |

1noted for her involvement in women issues, where she served as the |
president of Nigerian Army Officers Wives Association (NAOWA).

] Many people in high places hardly think of the people at the!
rung ofthe ladder, haven escaped such a fate, so to say. There are |
many examples where those with socialist ideology transform into |
the ‘bourgeoisies,’ they hated with passion; this makes one wonder!

Iwhether their ideology in the first place was due to principles, envy |

| or poverty. 1

1 Most of such betrayers stop fighting for the masses, and ifthey |
do, it is not sincere, they only do so in order to keep deceiving the |
people that they are with them while they have become tonverts’l
and actually dine with the ‘mighty.” Or are becoming the ‘mighty’l
themselves, as the case may be. In any event, many women, haven |
risen from a humble background as Mrs Babangida to such prestig-1
ious position ofbeing the presidents wife, may have nothing to do |

I with anything ‘rural’ let alone identify with rural women and mingle

I with them. Thus, it will take awoman of great convictions ofher ide-1

| als in her position to really do something that will improve the lot ofl
rural women.

Eventhough I was young at the time the programme started™ | was |
excited, not with the glamour of the office, the entourage and other 1
| perks, but with the prospect of helping women do something that |

I would improve their lives.

I Over the years, the programme’ name was altered to encom-1

I pass, African rural women: Better Life Programme for African Rural |

I Women (BLPARW), which many see as ambitious. Even though in1

1recent years the activities of the Better Life are far and between, Mrs 1
Babangida had changed the lives of many women and families forJ

I the better. This is because even the realisation of being able to do |

I something better is a great encouragement. From her project, she set|
the precedence of pet projects, whether this is good or not is debat-1
able, as critics have pointed out that these projects are funded by the |
government, and they are hardly sustained after the First Ladies leave |
‘office’ Apparendy some ofthe Firstladies may not have the passion to!

I form any pet project, but since it has become atrend, it will be out ofl

j place now for a president or governors’ wife not to have a pet project. F

Every human being has"his good and his bad sides, and we dont |

I have to love a person, ifwe are fair. So no matter what 6lse she might§

I have done, Mrs Maryam Babangidahad cared enough aboutwomen |
to make their problems her problem, even as she had a choice not to. j

[ She will be remembered for that.

ETETEvery human being has his good

NNand bad sides, and we don't have
to love a person, if we are fair. So
no matter what else she might have
done, Mrs Maryam Babangida had
cared enough about women to
make their problems her problem,
even as she had a choice not to. She
will be remembered for that


mailto:safiyadantiye@yahoo.com

nrnr r

TATTCTT

A<S

DAILY TRUST Friday, January 1, 2010

Health Iinteractive

Advice by Dr Aminu Magashi

| am confirmed to havt»
Hepatitis

| have been experiencing
pain in my tummy, mostly on
the right side. It comes on and
off and | normally take strong
analgesics. The pain became
severe recently and on visiting
the hospital, my doctor told me
I have hepatitis. |am devastated
and need information on it.

John from Abuja

Hepatitis is a condition
affecting the liver, an inflamma-
tion resultin damaging liver cells
(hepatocytes) with subsequent
cells death. Acute injury ofthe
liver, may be followed by com-
plete recovery and prolonged or
chronic problem may be com-
pounded by healing by fibrosis
(laying of fibers) and progression
to shrunken liver (liver cirrhosis)

Among the causes of hepa-
titis are:

1 Hepatitis viruses, A, B,
C, D, herpes simplex virus,

2. Toxins

3. Drugs like anti tuber-
culosis drugs such as Isoniazid
and Rifampicin

4. Chronic alcoholism)

Initially, there are non- spe-
cific symptoms such as fatigue,
nausea and vomiting, diarrhoea,
upper abdominal discomfort,
tender liver, joint pins and skin
rashes.

In severe hepatitis, it may
lead to liver failure and brain
affectation (encephalopathy)

Hepatitis A can be contracted
through feaco-oral route due to
food contamination and hepati-
tis B can be contracted through
sexual intercourse, from mother
to herunborn child and through
blood transfusion and use of
unsterilised instruments. Those
at risks of getting hepatitis B
are (parental drug users, homo
sexual, newborn of infected
mother, regular sexual partners,
patients on chronic hemo dialy-
sis and medical and laboratory
personnel)

Among the complication of
hepatitis are.

1. Acute hepatic (liver)
failure

2. Relapsing hepatitis

3. Anemia (decrease
blood level)

4. Renal failure

5. Hepatocellular (liver)
Carcinoma

The management is to

encourage dieting with good
protein, drugs should be dis-
couraged. The use of Inter-
feron when itis due to viruses is
ertcouraged. And if severe, liver
can be transplanted.

In case of viruses, sanitation
will reduce cases of hepatitis A
and both A and B and C and D
hepatitis can be prevented by
taking vaccination, be it passive
or active.

ladvise, you visit your doctor
regularly

fsisopwi tube

ftcwul ovary

What causes Cord Prn-
lapse?

During my last pregnancy,
| had prolapse. | want to avoid
it in subsequent pregnancies.
What are the likely causes and
potential danger to babies?

Eunice from Rivers State

The umbilical cord is a flex-
ible, tube-like structure that,
during pregnancy, connects the
fetus to the mother. The umbili-
cal cord is the baby's lifeline to
the mother. It transports nutri-
ents to the baby and also carries
away the baby's waste products.
Itismade up of three blood ves-
sels - two arteries and one vein.

Umbilical cord prolapse is a
complication that occurs prior
toorduring delivery of the baby.
In a prolapse, the umbilical cord
drops (prolapses) through the
open cervix into the vagina
ahead ofthe baby. The cord can
then become trapped against
the baby's body during delivery.

The most common cause of
an umbilical cord prolapse is a
premature rupture ofthe mem-
branes that contain the amniotic
fluid.

Other causes include:

1 Premature delivery of
the baby
2. Delivering more than

one baby per pregnancy (twins,
triplets, etc.)

3. Excessive
fluid

4. Breech delivery (the
baby comes through the birth
canal feet first)

5. An umbilical cord that
is longer than usual

An umbilical cord prolapse
presents a great danger to the
fetus. During the delivery, the
fetus can put stress on the cord.
This can resultin alossofoxygen
to the fetus, and may even result

amniotic

in a stillbirth.

Prolapsed umbilical cord can
be diagnosed in several ways.
During delivery, a fetal heart
monitors to measure the baby's
heart rate. If the umbilical cord
has prolapsed, the baby may
have bradycardia (a heart rate of
less than 120 beats per minute).
Also pelvic examination might
help to see the prolapsed cord,
or palpate (feel) the cord with
fingers.

Because of the risk of lack of
oxygen to the fetus, an umbili-
cal cord prolapse should be
dealtwith immediately. Ifadoc-
tor finds a prolapsed cord, he
or she can moye the fetus away
from the cord in order to reduce
the risk of oxygen loss. In some
cases, the baby will have to be
delivered immediately by cae-
sarean section. If the problem
with the prolapsed cord can be
solved immediately, there may
be no permanent injury. How-
ever, the longer the delay, the
greater the chance of problems
(such as brain damage or death)
for the baby.

Ovarian Cvsts and infertil-
ity

I have Ovarian'Cysts accord-
ing to my gynaecoloqist. Please
does it lead to jnfertility?

Habiba

Ovarian cysts are benign
growth (not cancerous and
enclosed cavities that contain
fluids .The cyst could be only
one (solitary follicular cyst) or it
could be found on the surface of
the ovary in many places (multi-
ple follicular cysts) which is also
called polycystic ovary. And they
can be found in normal ovary.

A woman can have cyst and
still able to have children but
cysts that are related to pelvic
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uvary win cyp

inflammatory diseases (PID) may
contribute to infertility.

Some ofthe complications of
cysts are:

1 Torsion, it can be
twisted and cause pain, nausea
and vomiting

2. Rupture, and
charge very irritant content

3. Hemorrhage, it can
bleed and lead to shock and
severe pain (acute abdomen)

4. Malignancy, the nor-
mal cysts can transform to
become cancerous and lead to
more problems.

dis-

Sustained Headache: My
Dilemma

| am always disturbed by
headache that comes and goes
and sometimes stays for a long
time. Please educate me about
the causes of headache and its
remedy.

Balarabe

Headache hasalotofdimen-
sion; it could be a symptom of
a particular disease. In another
angle it could be psychological
problems either due to anxiety,
stress, emotional im- balance ,
overworking and exhaustion.

Among the common head-
aches, are as follows.

Tension head ache,
this is the commonest, it is dull,
tight or like a pressure and there
is a sensation of as ifa band is
tied around the head and the
cause ofsuch may be emotional
strain, anxiety, and depressive
illnesses.

Migraine (cluster
head ache), itcan be acommon
migraine which is characterized
by only repeated headache or
classical which is characterized

by repeated (paroxysmal) head-
ache, vomiting and focal neu-
rological events (visual distur-
bance).

Headache due to
raised intra cranial pressure, this
type isworse inthe morning and
improves as the day progress
and it is associated with morn-
ing vomiting and aggravated
with cough and straining and it
is dtyll and often mild.

Important points to consider
when diagnosing head ache are
as follows:

1 The degree of the
severity from onset

2. Time of the day of
onset of maximal pain

3. Effect of posture,
coughing and straining

4. Location ofthe pain
5. Other associated
symptoms.

To pin point the cause ofyour
headache, all the above, men-
tioned factors have to be con-
sidered and you need a careful
clinical assessment by a doctor.

Happy Xmas and New Year to
our Readers

This is to wish numerous
readers of this column happy
Xmas in arrears and Happy New
year of 1431 AH and 2010 AD
respectively.

MYREADOMETER

Last week (Friday, 25th -
Thursday, 31st December 2009),
our blog address (www.health-
interactive.wordpress.com) had
recorded 506 visitors, with Sat-
urday being the busiest with 79
visitors.

I am glad that we witnessed
daily visitation to our blog
throughout the week. You can log
inand notonlyread the latestedi-
tion and archives but can as well
postquestionsand/orcomments.
Have a lovely weekend.


mailto:healthinteractive@hotmaii.com

The bane of most
falled marriages...

By Bunmi Omolehin

HAVE you ever wondered why many
marriages fail today? Several feel that the
bad economy plays a major role why these
marriages do not stand the test of time.
But findings show that the reasons go
beyond that>According to most people,
the problem often lies in the foundation of
these marriages.

The basic foundation of any mar-
riage or union is love. Today however, it
is unfortunate that the issue of love has
been relegated in most societies. In some
cultures, some families prefer to marry
out their children to the wealthy or those
who belong to the same class as theirs. In
politics today itis common to see political
friends or associates cementing their part-
nership by marrying of their daughters
and sons to one another. The same goes
for the business class, many such mar-
riages have been conducted in the past.
But how often do these marriages survive?

According to respondent Olusina
Omoniyi, unless the issue of love is revis-
ited in the process of conducting mar-
riages, the high rate of divorce may con-
tinue in the country. He believes that the
failure of most marriages has little to do
with political class or race ofthe parents.

He says “Even the poor do it, they
prefer to give their children out to people

. Unless the
Issue of love
IS revisited in
the process of
conducting
marriages,
the high rate
of divorce
may continue
In the coun-

they know can change their fortunes; that
is why you hear parents telling their chil-
dren not to bring home an uneducated
person or someone that cannot take care
ofthem when they are old. All parents
now want their children to marry agradu-
ate and this isnot good. Unless people
begin to see the is*ie of love as necessary
in amarriage then divorce cases will con-
tinue to increase.”

Many consequences of marriage with-
out love abound. These include broken
homes, untrained children; break down of
communication between spouses, incom-
patibility, hardships, unrest and unhappi-
ness and awhole lot more.

Sadly today, many ofour singles,
males and females alike prefer to settle

for money, wealth, position, prestige and
other selfish considerations.

Also many parents still decide to give
their children out in marriage without
bothering iflove exists between them or
not. Some parents even send pictures of
prospective brides and bridegrooms to
their children abroad while a few others
threaten to disown such children ifthey
refuse to marry the husband or wife cho-
sen for them.

A respondent, Ige James shares the
view that some parents give their chil-
dren out because of money. “This has

been happening for along period oftime.

For instance ifthe man lives in the USA
and the lady lives in Nigeria they will like
to bring them together because the man
has money, after some months or years

they begin to have problems. They do not
understand each others character and this
may lead to divorce.”

According to Dale Matthew, the issue
ofdivorce does not arise iffirst things are
done first. When people wantto get mar-
ried they behave as though they are good
people but when they get what they need
they change their attitude.

Character must first be built ifthe
marriage must work. For many women
they do not submit to their husbands and
for alot of men, there is totally no love for
their wives. How then will there not be
strain in such marriages?” he asks.

According to Mrs. Kemi John love
between a couple is always the most
important factor in marriage ‘When cou-
ples love themselves they will not have

any problem but ifyou see a woman who
gets married and divorces her husband
ask the woman what happened before the
divorce.

There is a Yoruba proverb which says
the person inside the water is the one
who knows how big the water is; | say this
because for some married men have ter-
rible characters, there is no iota oflove
for their wives. They prefer to go out and
spend for other women rather than their
wives; they also prefer to give more love
and attention to these girlfriends rather
than their wives of many years. This is
bad.”

The list of failed marriages is endless
and the reasons are also unlimited. The
question however is when will this social
'scourge be eventually eradicated?



DAILY TRUST Friday, January 1, 2010 Fashion & Style

Glow In the little black
dress this season

By Akor Ojoma

DURING festive seasons, ladies go all out to add something new
to their wardrobe. The little black dress popularly called LBD
tits in this time. This ageless dress can get you through all your
social tunctions between now and even beyond the New Year

There are always new designs and sizes each year for your
festive parties and visits to relatives, friends and other acquaint-
ances. n

Aside the festive season, you never know when, a wedding

Pjrty’ date> famil> giet-togethe_r or even a funeral

7 happen and you need that little number in your closet readv
and waiting. . ;
t There aea number of styles to choose from when it comes
to the little black dress: wrap, tank, A-line, princess cut...just
to mention a few. You can have several and different little black
dresses in your wardrobe with each giving you anew and desired
outlook each time you wear them.

You can wear your little black dress to the office and then
change the accessories with it to go for those evening or weekend
social functions.

i"°leStrtdis season>gift-?iving is the in-thing and the gift of
a little black dress will be well appreciated by the ladies.

You never know
when, awedding,
fancy dinner party,
date, family get-
together orevena
funeral may hap-
pen and you need
that little number
In your closet ready
and waiting
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|lHowwomen love their mobile
Iphones... more than their boyfriends

I WOMEN treasure their mobile
Iphones more than their boy-
I friends, research has revealed.
[The poll of 4,000 women
I showed that fourin 10said they
Iwould be ‘dictated’ if they
| lost their phones, while a third
I admitte4 they could happily live
I withoutaW n in their lives.
\ Mothers came top in the
I listof womens most treasured
1possessions, followed by photo-
I graphs and best friends. ,
I The study, by online pawn-
broker Borro.com, saw boy-
| friends come fifth in the list,
1placing above diamond rings,
I pets, laptops and hair straight-
| eners.
s One in five would consider
I pawning their valuable items
1to raise much needed cash, and
1the majority would even dump
| their boyfriend or husband in
lexchange for £700,000.
Borro.com CEO Paul Aitken
I said: ‘Thelist certainly threw up
1some surprises with boyfriends
I featuring below photos and
I mobile phones.
5 ‘Its understandable why
mmums come out top though
1-they are there to lend an ear,
| offer support and a best friend
I to many girls.
I ‘Photoshold fun and signifi-
| cant memories which could be
ldevastating to lose and amobile
I phone keepswomen connected
I and its always by their side.
I Thesurveyfoundthattreas-
ured possessions helped raise a
1 smileatleast fivetimes aday for
Ithree quarters ofthose polled.
1 Other items among the top
120 included a favourite pair of
I shoes, Vaseline, concealer and
mmascara.
I The research also revealed
| that the average woman will
j spend £624 a year on treats -
I such as lipstick or jewellery - to
Iboosther mood.
1 MrAitkenadded:‘Diamond
Irings represent 70 per cent of
Ithe loans we give to women so
Iwearenotsurprisedto seethem
I right atthe top ofthe listalong-
side mothers and boyfriends,
mthat have a high emotional
I value but zero material value.’

An 1liness we still dare not speak

WeE dont I%nbw WHS‘H%F ?o
accept that the Northern lIrish
MP Iris Robinsons stated reason
for quitting politics —depression
- isthe whole story.

A row about the fact that she
and her First Minister husband

employ four family members on
their staffmay have also been a

gontributory fador. :
BUT I welcome the attention sh
has drawn to the issue of mental
health, which remains too little
understood.

There hasbeen some progress.
Bulimia_and anorexia are now
high profile,

Twenty years ago, children

Whe stredaadvrith RXaIRT were

dismissed as being thick; now,
teachers, parents and GPs are
alertto the problems ofdyslexia,
dyspraxia, dysgraphiaand other
conditions, including ADHD.
But depressive illnessamong
adults remains a taboo.
Itisdifficultto admittoitin

the workplace, where the weakest
go to the wall, P45 in hand.

Darling dare not feel smug
about Ireland Politics tends to
attract manic personalities, on
an invincible high when things
go well, sunk in a darkness ofthe
soul when they don*t - think of
Churchill.

of

But ordinary life has its share,
t00‘Mybldod runs cold whenever
a tube train is disrupted because
some unfortunate individual has
flung him or herself on to the
tracks.

Lets hope that, as Mrs Rob-
inson quits the public stage, she
takes away some ofthe stigma.



DA”_Y TRUST Friday, January 1, 2010
Sign Language

EASY CROSSWORDS
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New Year resolution: Don't give
credit

Photo location: Bhutan, by Hred
Bedells

\

Culled from www.signspotting.
com '
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Solution to Easy Crosswords

SUDOKU

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid
made up of smaller 3x3 square grids (regions). The
numbers already present within the puzzle are
"given"- these are there to start you off. The aim is
to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digit from 1-9 needs to fit in each row, col-
umn and region of 9 squares. Each row, column
and region must contain just one instance of each
number, 1-9.
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His Excellency,
Mohammed Namadi Sambo, FNIA

Executive Governor, Kaduna State

Hon, Paul Wani
Chairman Kauru LG

Hon. Sani Mohd Aminu
Chairman Kaduna south LG

Hon Lanai Ibrahim \uhu
Chairman Lere L<;

Hon. Kawu Ibrahim
Chairman Saba LG

Hon. Van Musa Nakaka
Chairman B'Gwari LG

Hon Akuso YuMif Danjtttna
C hairman Kagoro LG

Mr. Patrick Yakowa
Deputy Governor, Kaduna Stale

On behalfof Kaduna state chapter ofthe
Association of Local Governments Of
Nigeria(ALGON), the state chairman Hon
Shehu Ahmed Giant and his Deputy Hon
Abdullahi Ahmed wish the Executive
Governor of Kaduna state,
Architect Mohammed Namadi Sambo, the
Deputy Governor, Mr Patrick Yakowa and
the good people of the state a happy and
prosperous new year. May 2010 bring more
dividends of democracy to Kaduna state in
line with Bis Excellency’s
11 point agenda.

His Excellency,

Huh. John Saidu Audu
Chairman Kachia LG

Hon. Cantho Lanai
Chairman fkara LG

Hon Musa Yahaya .Suleiman
Chairman Jaba LG

Hm kasitnu Lanai Abubakar
Chairman Saboa Gari LG

Hon. Kassiinu Anchau
Chairman Kuban LG

Hob.Aminu Yaba\a
C hairman Zarta LG

Hor James Kanvip
Chairman KauralLG

Madami Garba Madami
Chairman Chikun LG

Hon Abdul Bala
Chairman Makarll LC

Hon Gideon Y. Morik
(‘hairman Jema’a LG
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deepened In London

UMAR Farouk Abdul Mutallab

mar Farouk Abdul
Mutallab, the
23-year-old Nige-
rian national who
allegedly attempted

Abdul Mutallab became president
ofthe UCL Islamic Society, CNN

learned.

“He started wearing tradi-
tional Muslim robes with trdu-

tobomb a U.S. airliner %58 k@#¢gd up around the ankles,”

igan Christmas day, became more
devout about his Muslim faith
while attending university in Lon-
don, according to a former friend.

“In London he isolated him-
self from some of his former
friends,” Kwesi Brako told CNN.
“He became much more serious
about his religion.”

Brako, a Christian, was in the
same year as Abdul Mutallab at
the English boarding school they
attended in Togo and said they
were close friends. In the fall of
2005, he moved to England at
the same time as Abdul Mutallab
to start university. But the two
friends, who attended different
schools, lost touch while in Lon-
don. '

Abdul  Mutallab  became
increasingly involved in the
Islamic Society of University
College London (UCL) - one
of Britains premier universi-
ties - quickly becoming its vice
president and threw all his ener-
gies into this new role, Brako
said. Brako kept up with Abdul
Mutallab through mutual friends
in the British capital. In June 2006,

said Brako, “Even in the winter he
wore sandals.”

In Britain, this style of dress
is often associated with Muslims
espousing a hardline-fundamen-
talist form of Islam. Athigh school
in Togo, Brako recalls that Abdul
Mutallab usually worejeans and
a T-shirt.

bdul Mutallab never
bragged about his familys
wealth which stood out

even among the other well-to-do
families who sent their children
there. “He was very humble,”
Brako recalled.

Abdul Mutallab was very ath-
letic and loved playing basketball
and soccer, according to Brako.

“Umar was sociable,” Brako
said, “butit depended on whether
he was in the mood for talking.’

Asked about Abdul Mutallab’s
blog references about being
lonely, Brako said that he would
not have thought his friend was
lonely at boarding school where
he said friends formed atight-knit
community.

At high

school, Abdul

Friday, January

Mutallab already stood out for
his strong religious views, praying
five times a day Brako recalled.

“We nicknamed him the
Pope,” Brako said, “because he
was so religious.”

Atfirst Abdul Mutallab did not
like the nickname, but in time he
came to accept it, said Brako.

Another nickname given to
Abdul Mutallab was “Alpha” —a
reference to the phrase “the Alpha
and the Omega” in the Bible.

“He was the. guy that never
broke the rules,” Brako recalled.
“We all looked to him as our
moral compass.”

Abdul Mutallab was a very
cheerful person, said Brako, who
did not remember him being
angry.

He, however, was troubled by
the American invasion of Iraqg in
2003.

“Umar’s view was that inno-
cent people were suffering
through rio fault of their own,
Brako said.

Brako remembered Abdul
Mutallab defending the Taliban
during a classroom discussion.

“He didnt like it when others
associated them with terrorism,
Brako said. “What | thought he
was trying to do was to stand up
for his fellow Muslims. He was
trying to save face for his religion.”

.. Invited 'jihad'cleric to address British students

he Christmas Day air-
line bomber invited
a radical cleric who
has advocated dying
while fighting jihad’

to address British students.

While president ofthe Islamic

Society at University College Lon- '

don, Umar Farouk Abdul Mutallab
helped arrange for Abdur Raheem
Green to speak.

The cleric, who converted to
Islam from Roman Catholicism,
has written that conflict between
Islam and the West is ordered in
the Koran’ and that Muslims and
Westerners ‘cannot live peaceably
together’

He has also claimed: ‘Dying
while fighting jihad is one of the
surest ways to paradis* and Allahs
good pleasure’.

In 2005, shortly before Abdul
Mutallab arranged for him to
address UCL, Green was barred
from entering Australia after
opposition leader Kim Beazley
accused him of‘spreading hate’

The revelation adds weight
to the belief that Abdul Mutallab

was radicalised during his time
studying in London, where he
read mechanical engineering and
business at UCL between 2005 and
2008.

The 23-year-old spent most of
his spare time with the universi-
ty’s.Islamic Society, for which he
served as president between 2006
and 2007.

He organised aweek-long con-
ference under the banner War on
Terror Week in January 2007 with
advertised speakers including
fo'rmer Guantanamo Bay detain-
ees.

Security sources are concerned
that the picture emerging of his
undergraduate years suggests that
he was recruited by Al Qaeda in
London. They added that Islamic
radicalisation was jrife on univer-
sity campuses, especially in Lon-
don.

But Qasim Rafiq, a close friend
who was president of the UCL
Islamic Society the year before
Abdul Mutallab, ijisists his radi-
calisation did not happen until
after he left university.

‘There was nothing to suggest
he would do what he has done
when | knew him,” said Mr Rafig.
‘He was not quick to anger and
didn discuss politics. It came as
a complete shock to me when |
heard what he had done.

He added: ‘He was very reli-
gious. He prayed regularly, usu-
ally five times a day, and didn't
have a girlfriend, drink or go to
nightclubs’

Mr Rafig, who is now studying
for a PhD, said Abdul Mutallab,
the son of a millionaire Nigerian
banker, never spoke about his fam-
ilybackground while at university.
After university Abdul Mutallab’
‘vanished’

Green, 44, was born Anthony
Green, the son of a colonial
administrator in Tanzania. He was
brought up a Roman Catholic but
converted to Islam in 1987.

He works at the London Cen-
tral Mosque and Islamic Cultural
Centre as the Visits and English
Dawa Co-ordinator.

In 2005, Green was prevented
from boarding a flight with a

RADICAL cleric Abdur Raheem Green

stopover in Brishane because he
appeared on an Australian govern-
ment ‘ movement alert list’ due to
his inflammatory comments.

In an interview with Austral-

ianradio afterwards, Green said he
had long renounced the extremist
views, adding that he has consist-
ently condemned terrorist acts and
the killing ofwomen and children.
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News Extra

slandsacrossthe
Pacific were the
first to welcome
in the New Year,
with  celebra-

tions to mark the start

of 2010 beginning
in the tiny nation of
Kiribati at 100am GMT
yesterday when most
Nigerians were busy at
work, followed by the
Chatham Islands, Fiji,
Tonga, New Zealand
and Australia.

Under explosive
bursts of crimson,
purple and blue, more
than one million New
Year revellers in Syd-
ney got one of the
worlds biggest par-
ties started yesterday -
bidding farewell to the
tough year that, was
2009 and welcoming a
new decade.

Below are some of
the scenes.

Friday, January 1,2010

World welcomes 2010

THE iconic Sydney Opera House was silhouetted against a sky ablaze with fire-

works at midnight yesterday
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is the noblest of mankind, his household, his companions and those whofollow thenfoot steps till the day of resurrection.

FEMALE presenters on the Saudi channel Awtan TV

Saudi TV presenters break new
ground by wearing nigab

NTIL recently you would

never have seen women
U presenting television
programmes dressed from head
to toe in the nigab or burga. But
on the Saudi religious channel
\wtan TV it has now become the
norm.

Female broadcasters at the
station are draped in the all-
enveloping dresses, which are
usually black and also cover their

aces.

The work environment too
isvery different. Male technical
assistants do not enter the studio
while the women are presenting.

There are more than 60 reli-
gious channels across the Mid-
dle East. Some allow women to
present programmes without

ieing fully covered or dressed
n black

Others have no women pre-

enters at all.

Relationship *
wtan TV decided to take
Aa unique approach. The
station was launched
n 2008, and last month it seta
orecedent by allowing women to
present, but only on the condi-
tion that they wear the nigab.
Ola al-Bargi anchors a
breakfast show, as well as a quiz
show for girls called Mosabgat
Banat.

All correspondences to trustislam2008@yahoo.com Text messages to 08054 102 950 or 08059 100 241

A key element ofthe pro-
gramme is the relationship built
between presenter, contestants
and the audience - something
that might be more difficult if the
presenter is totally covered up.

“The face is not the only way
to build arelationship,” explains
Ms Bargi, speaking to BBC Ara-
bic.

“Were always receiving calls
from viewers in various coun-
tries encouraging us to keep
doing what we do.”

And, as Ms Barqgi points out,
women are not just confined to
the studio at Awtan TV.

“We report from the field in
the nigab and it does not stop us
from doing anything.”

‘Restrictive’
ahhabism, the strain
of Sunni Islam that is
officially practised in

was a “custom that has nothing
to do with Islam”.

Many Muslim scholars take
the position that the nigab is not
obligatory.

But Ms Barqi says nobody
“forced the nigab” on her and she
does not intend to force it on her
three daughters, who watch their
mother on television and feel
proud ofher.

However, the presenter thinks
that when the time comes, her
girls will want to wear the nigab
because that is how they were
brought up and it is, she argues,
part of Shariah - Islamic law.

Advantages

s Barqi says there are
other good reasons why
she wears the nigab.

It helps her to concentrate
more on her work rather than
anything else, and what she looks

Saudi Arabia, is considerediégds irrelevant.

ofthe religion’s most conserva-
tive forms.

Some critics say that Awtan
TV isrestricting women’ free-
dom by making it compulsory to
wear the nigab ifthey want to be
presenters.

The issue recently returned
to prominence when aleading
Egyptian cleric, Sheikh Moham-
med Tantawi, said he would issue
an edict-stating that the nigab

“We don't introduce ourselves
as beautiful women who put on
layers of make-up. Our audience
is focusing on what we present
to them, our ideas and our dis-
course.”

Ms Barqi believes some peo-
ple work in the media to become
famous. But that is not why she
became a presenter.

“We dont need fame,” she
explains. Culled from-BBC

ASK YOUR IMAM

m a Muslim from a Gulf state and am married to an American man. He
IZedared hislslamwhenwe married butnow he does not pray andlte
doesnotwanttotalkaboutanything thathasto dowith Islam. | have four
childrenand | have taughtthem a little, but he does notcare about any-
thing and he hascommitted zina. HeteUs me that Idonot mean anything
to him ataHand he no longer comes dose to me. | teach my children the
(fur'aan and how to pray, butthey asked me: Why dowe prayand our father
doesnotpray?One daywe satwith mydaughter'shusband and my hus-
band, and (found out that my,husband does not believe that Allah is the
lonewho createdthe KBHRAE aRM thie 2afth. WBH| UPFVdfrdld tO HI>ti10
decision to divorce because I do notwork. My family said to me: You are the
onewho made this choice, so lire your lifeand dedde whatis bestforyou.
rhavetrietl a greatdeal to a¢iiise my kushDam@, btk e refe 5&StO FCSDOStw* |
have beentryingforayear. | know thatyou will say to me: What have you
decided now?Because | am veryworried about the anger of my Lord. | hope
you can help me. lweep nightand day. | want guidance and the pleasure of
my Lord. Please helpme.
We ask Allah to make things easy for you and to give you a way
out of hardship and relief from distress. It is ftot permissible
for a Muslim woman to remain married to a kaafir, because Allah
says (interpretation ofthe meaning):“0 you who believe! When
believing Women come to you as emigrants, examine them; Allaah
knows best as to their Faith, then if you ascertain that they are true
believers send them notback to the disbelievers. They are not lawful
(wives) for the disbelievers nor are the disbelievers lawful (hus-
bands) forthem [al-Mumtahanah 60:10].

not prav is a kaafir or not, they did not differ as to whether the one
who denies that Allah created the heavens and the earth is a kaafir.
IfaMuslim apostatises, his marriage to his Muslim wife is ren-
dered null and void. Ifhe comes back to Islam’, then their marriage is
reinstated, but ifher ‘iddah ends and he isstill insisting on apostasy,
tnensneis now —j —1
else ifshe wishes. Based on that, ifyour husband persistsin his ways,
then the marriage between youis annulled according to shareeah
and you are no longer his wife.
You have to strive to getout ofthis marriage by whatever means,
either by talaaq or khula or something else. Beware ofmaking the
children abarrier between you and leaving this man.

mercy on him) said: Many women - rtiku. .u.imu  *
by the presence of children from seeking annulment of marriage.
Thisis a serious matter. It should be said: Annul the mamage; it is
not permissible you to stay with this kaafir who does not pray. Your
children will never leave you so long as their father is like this. He has
no guardianship over them, because the kaaiir can have guardian-
ship over abeliever. “And never will Allaah grant to the dishelieversa
way (to triumph) over the believers” [al-Nisa 4:141]. Soyou and your
children cannot be separated. As for this husband, there is nothing
rood in him. You should forsake this kaafir husband and it is haraarn
to let him be intimate with you; this isa great eviLAl-Sharh al-Mumti
‘ala Zaad al-Mustaqgni; 12/250

We advise you to take your case to the Islamic centres in your
country and to the Muslims, and ask them for help. They know bet-
ter than us how to deal with this problem, asthey are presentin that

We criticise your family’s attitude towards you. We understand
from your question that you chose this husband and chose to live
with him without your family’ approval This was a great mistake
on your part, and you have paid the price for that, but that does not
mean that your family should abandon you. Keep getting in touch
with them and ask good and wise people among your relatives to
mediate between you and them so that they will help you and stand
beside you during this difficult time.

You should understand that what ishappening to you now isthe
resultof previous mistakes, among the greatest ofwhich were getting
married and travelling without your family’s approval, then choosing
to reside in a kaafir state rather than living in a Muslim land.

This isthe price for living in that doomed land. Youhave to try
to leave that country without delay, and go back to your family and
your country; take the children with you and bring them up m Islam,
teach them to memorise the Book of Allah, instead of them seeing
the bad example that prevents them from following the true path.

Hence it is right that you should weep night and day for how
you have ended up. But weeping does not achieve any benefit.
So hasten to do something and strive to change this situation, by
annulling the marriage contract and not letting him be intimate
with you, and by returning to your family and your country.

Weask Allah to make things easy for you and to protect your
religious commitment and to make your children righteous.

Anfl Allahknows best.iislam (J & A
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Driver, others
rewarded at DTCA

By AbubakarYakubu

A driver, Linus D. Sarki and other
staff members of the Directo-
rate of Technical Cooperation
in Africa (DTCA), who dis-
tinguished themselves in their
duties, were yesterday rewarded
with gifts and certificates by the
organisations management at
its annual merit award event in
Abuja.

DTCA%S Director-General,
Engr. Sule Yakubu Bassi, said the
award instituted four years ago is
meant to reward staffand others
that have given technical support
to the DTCA for their hard work
and dedication.

He said celebrating excel-
lence is a Nigerian culture that
is practised even in rural areas,
where farmers celebrate success-
ful farming seasons, adding that
the organisations merit awards
was divided into departmental
awards, director-general’s awards,
technical support to DTCAs
awards, meritorious awards and
special awards.

The director-general however
prayed for the speedy recovery of
President Umaru Yar’ adua and
lamented the death of Hajia Mar-
iam Babangida.

He condemned the action of
23-year-old Yusuf Mutallib, whom
he accused causing embarrassment
to Nigeria instead ofusing his intel-
lect to contribute to the country’
development.

Also speaking, the Minister of
State Il for Foreign Affairs, Amb.
Bagudu M. Hirse, commended the

approach usedby DTCA in reward-
ing her staff and advised that it
should be encouraged in all govern-
ment establishments and the Nige-
rian society.

“We must move away from the
culture ofposthumous recognition

andawards, by learning to appreciate
aswell as celebrate the contributions
ofpeople while they are alive,” the
minister postulated.

The minister, who was repre-
sented by Ambassador Anthony
Adeyemi Sekudo, reasoned that by

Twojailed for Indian hemp
pOsSsession

By Abdulmutallib A. Abubakar

TWO persons were yester-
day sentenced to five months
imprisonment by an Abuja
Area Court for being in posses-
sion ofdried leaves suspected to
be Indian hemp, while the third
was granted bail.

The two accused persons were
however asked to pay N2000 as
fine options each.

Ibrahim Usman, Adam Tanko
and Tochi David were arranged
for the offences punishable
under Sections 79, 199 and 319
ofthe Panel Code Law.

Prosecutor Philips told the
court that one Sergeant Air Tar
reported to the police that while
they were on crime prevention
patrol within the vicinity of
Millennium Park, Abuja, the
accused persons were appre-
hended while disturbing people

who went to the park for relaxa-
tion on December 27.

“The police discovered some
raps ofdried leaves suspected to
be cannabis during searches on
the accused persons, which was
confiscated.

When the charges were read
to the accused persons, lbra-
him Usman and Adam Tanko
pleaded guilty, while Tochi
David denied them.

Judge Umar Kagarko sen-
tenced the first two accused
persons and granted the third
accused bail in the sum ofN100,
000 with a surety, who must
reside within the court’s juris-
diction.

Hearing in the case for the
third accused person was
adjourned to March 13, 2010.

In another case, one Ibrahim
Umar was arraigned for alleg-
edly being in possession of four

different handsets.

Prosecutor Philips told the
court that the accused person
was apprehended by the police
with two Nokia, One Starcoms
and Visafone handsets, add-
ing that he could not give
evidence of their ownership
when questioned.

According to the prosecu-
tor, during police investiga-
tion, it was discovered that
the four handsets were stolen
from different unidentified
individuals by the accused
person.

The accused pleaded not
guilty to the charge read to
him and Judge Umar Kagarko
granted him bail in the sum of
N100, 000 with a surety, who
must reside within the court’
jurisdiction.

The case was adjourned to
March 17, 2010 For hearing.'
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so doing, Nigerians can be better
galvanized, mobilized and encour-
aged to effectively serve their
fatherland.

Among the recipients were T he-
odore O.P. Sefia, Mary Rienru, Dr
Dan Ogun, Sen George Akume,

PICABUBAKAR YAKUBU

Peter, K. Odebunmi, Amb. Joe
Keshi, Amb B. Owoseni, Dr ljeoma
Unaogu, ProfOlubunmi A Bamiro,
Sir Reuben O. Urefe, Mr Wakil
Adamu, MrGad Onyeanu, Moham-
med A. Nayako, Kevin Yilme, Kemi
Ajewole and Esther Zakka.

NURTW wants proper
checks on associations'

registration

By Sunday Williams

THE National Union of Road
Transport Workers (NURTW)
Masaka branch Chairman, Sal-
isu Adamu, has appealed to both
the state and local government
authorities to always ascertain
the line of business of associa-
tions before issuing them licenses
in order to discourage touting.
He said many associations
that obtained licenses as business
ventures, now parade themselves
asroad transport union workers
with the permits granted them,
adding that they harass genuine
transport workers on the roads.
“Once such groups go to reg-
ister, they don't disclose their
line of business and government
will grant them the license with
the gobd intention that they "Wifi

become cooperatives,” he added.

Adamu, who also doubles as
the assistant auditor of NURTW
Nasarawa State, said whenever
union officials accost such trans-
porters, they show their associ-
ations registration receipts as
claimed to their existence.

“Most ofthem claim that gov-
ernment has mandated them to
collect money from drivers that
ply federal and state roads and
they charge N100 per driver
with receipts that does not have
any government security,” he
said.

According to him, NURTW
receipt are printed by the Nige-
rian Security, Printing and
Minting company and the
union’s national secretariat dis-
tributes them to states that sell to
branches at N30.
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DRTS to use robots In
detecting fake documents

By Usman A. Bello & Lami Sadiq

THE Directorate of Road Traf-
fic Service (DRTS) will as'from
January nextyear use e- enforce-
ment scheme that involves the
use of an electronic device,
where a robot is used to detect
motorists drivingwith fake and
expired documehw.*

The Directorate’s Director,
retired MajorAdamu Arugugu,
who disclosed mis yesterday at a
press briefing in Abuja, said with
the electronic device, traffic
congestion that normally occur

as a result of motorists being
intercepted by traffic officers
will be reduced.

“Only defaulters plying the
roads will be detected and
apprehended, while the inno-
vation would also improve our
operational efficiency as well
as effectiveness by eliminating
queuing or delays, associated
with manual handling of activi-
ties,” he said.

He added further that a spe-
cial trade license will be given to
spare parts dealers in Abuja to
ensure that only genuine spare

parts are sold in the market,
saying that DRTS is expected
to oversee and regulate the
activities of motor mechanics,
mechanic workshops and spare
part dealers to reduce sales of
sub- standard parts.

Arugugu also disclosed that
DRTS in collaboration with the
Agency for Mass Education has
designed a school’s curricu-
lum for operators of driving
schools in the territory, who
are required to obtain an oper-
ator’s license that will enable
them to run fleet of vehicles.

ACESS Bank staffwith children of Abuja Children's Home yesterday

Access Bank donates items to orphanage

By Romoke W. Ahmad

As part of her animal corpo-
rate social responsibility, the
Abuja branch of Access Bank
yesterday donated items worth
thousands of naira to the Abuja
Childrens Home.

Speaking during the presenta-
tion, Mr. Ezeh Onuoha, leader
ofthe bank’steam, said the barlk
reaches out to people, especially
the less privilege every year in
order to make them have sense
ofbelonging.

“The items we presented
today are the bank’ contribu-

tion to the welfare of the chil-
dren of the home, so that they
have sense ofbelonging and feel
the spirit of being loved and
cared for during this festival
season,” Ezeh said.

Officials of the bank, who
were present, expressed happi-
ness in reaching out to the less
privilege and vowed to do more.

Receiving the items, Mai.
Umar Sulaiman, the home
administrator, thanked the

banks staff for bringing the
items during the festive period.

The administrator, who was
represented by Mr. Bouazo Jean

Marc, also assured the bank-
ers that the items will be used
judiciously for the benefit ofthe
children.

He then called on other phi-
lanthropists to emulate Access
Bank by showing love and con-
cern to the needy, adding that
the home will appreciate if
donors can contact them first
so that the home gives lists of
what they need in order to avoid
abundant goods that get expired
when not used on time.

Items donated included bags
of rice, groundnut oil, bever-
ages, cornflakes, Dettol disin-

He informed that as form
January next year, commer-
cial biuses and ‘Keke Napep’
tricycles are required to have
side numbers on their vehi-
cles, adding that the measure
is to provide security for those
boardmg such vehicles and to
check excesses of the opera-
tors. /

The director explained that
atotal of 48, 498 vehicles were
registered by the directorate
in the year 2009, comprising
of 40, 508 private, 7,990 com-
mercials and 738 motorcycles.

fectants and soft drinks, among
other things.

the banks contri
bution to the wel-
fare of the children
of the home, so that
they have sense of
belonging and feel
the spirit of beingl
loved and cared for
during this festival
season

He said about 2, 742 driv-
er’s license applications .were
received and 2, 484 approved.

“Also 276 vehicles were
involved in accidents, out of
which 88 persons received
injures, while 59 died,” he said

Arugugu lamented that
shortage of officers and equip-
ment are some of the chal-
lenges faced by the directorate
in the discharge of their duties
and he called on corporate
bodies to contribute towards
ensuring safety on the road by
donating working equipment.

Vigilantes
avert
fight

al
Jikwoy

By Tosin Omoniyi &Bunmi

Omolehin
: VIGILANTES stationed at
Phase 2 Jikwoyi yesterday

j stopped a battle between some
j Gwari youths and some per-
sons.

An eyewitness said the Gwari

| youths were protesting the stab-
bing of a water vendor in the
area by a man, who was angry
for being sold unhygienic water
and demanded a refund.

“When the seller rebuffed his
customer, it degenerated into a
heated confrontation that led
to the customer stabbing the
seller on the stomach with a
sharp object.”

Our reporters, observed a
large number of Gwari youths
searching for the culprit for
several hours without success
until they were stopped by vig-
ilantes and elders, who appealed
for calm and assured them thatthe
culprit will be apprehended and
handed over to the police.

Yesterday morning, several
mini tribal meetings were held
to find solutions to the tension
caused by the incident.

It was also gathered that
the injured youth has been
taken to a hospital and is
responding to treatment.

At the Jikwoyi Police Sta-
tion, a policeman said the
police will swing into action
as soon as the case is reported.

“Nobody has the right
to cause grievous hurt on
another and as soon as we
apprehend the suspect, he will
face the law,” the policeman
stated.
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2009: FG's Shylockapproach to housing

By Naar Imam

rihéfc is égenerai consensusthata
majorensis isimminentin the hous-
DIE°hrA gtOST grent’cou”
Sw, ng policy inconsist-
nééégo 'Qll)aé%?n?entOnthehOUsing
inZrwntlr e OLNige " hQuS
mdicates thatonly 20-25%

o Nigenans are homeowners while
ousingdeficit is <xtimatedat 12 - 16
In 1991, NigenarespondedtotHis
world-wide interest in housing mat-
terswhenitinaugurated the National
Housing Policy (NHP) aimed atpro-
vidrng 700,000 housing units annu-
ally, leading to a target of 8million
housing units by the year 2000. Yet,
ance the formulation ofthe National
Housing Policy, the housing situa-

mO TrpreSiT "UOMMBIT7 155001116
ShelteTor housing k one of
most basic ofhuman needs. In most
developed countnes of the world,

e governments spend a very large
proportion oftheir budget on provi-

nomic coleratlland inpartthe

tradition ofthe people themselves,

cm giweumig unuer me squeeze ot
estate agents managing the fewavail-
ablehousing units.

In Kaduna State, the cost ofrent
has been rising lately. In the Kaduna
metropolis a two-bedroom apart-
mentgoes fornotless than N200.000,
¥vglle |n' Ba&ma}wa Mh{w H@L}
the costis hl(g_ﬁerbecause ofthe hlgh
concentration of people in these

P 3Acco d'
According
Real Estate.com, a luxuryt

viwce anai\i.2 rg per
gnnum.i’llnsnearb§/ Ogt?g, itgorgs for

between N400.000 and N500.000
per annum. At Magodo GRA, a
three bedroom flatgoes for between
NI.Im and N1.2m per annum. In
Ikeja, a three bedroom flat goes for
between N950.000 and N1.5m.

In the slum areas of Ajegunle,

ree bed-

Oko@raisikd ohatradiaileiyéasend-
3rchthresréedeanao fiptdtdm

for
between N90,000 and N180 000 ner
annum. Itisalso in these places that
one “ n get single rooms and room
and parlour for rent for prices that

ranéqﬁ between N 18,000and N70.000
perannum.

™ 1 1fi-
caly, tepending on e area -
bedroom flat at Independence Lay-
out goes for between N200,000 and
N250,000perannum, whilethe same
apartment attracts from N240.000 to
N300.000 at New Haven, the heart-
beat ofthe city.

The daily influx of people from
allparts ofthe country, the extensive
demolition and eviction carried out
in the Federal Capital Territory dur-
mg the Obasanjo eraand the contin-
ued relevance of Abuja as a political

5Ub the strongest reasons

AN

Experts say the country requires
at least N400Obn yearly to fond the
housing needs ofthe citizenry,

The amount is foranim ated

400, 000 housing units at amere con-

“ S 'S t'T f v o,, S

* e Federal Tem-

e et M D AAWIBIONY
SpBr Srn
in Abuja

In a report published by the Afri-
can Commission on Human and
Peoples’ Rights (African Commis-
sion) inthe earlydaysofthe Obasanjo
Administration, the Government of
INiigyria was acoused off heiing con-

sistently one ofthe worst violators of
housingrightsintheworld with over

two million people forcibly evicted

to Lagos-Nigena- from their homes in different parts
% 2 ofthe country since 2866 Th*p

was implicated, especially for the
forcedevictionsin Abuja

While virtually aUgovernments
m Nigeria smce independence have
highlightedhousingasamajor prior-
Ity, Nigenais yet to developa vibrant

d g aCSSS

) Currentl gm_Jitoust, Hous-
IPRSPEMSIPRER PRIOSTIQLNg Fref-
s r f e s

An Abuja resident, Azubuike
Onowu, said one of the reasons is
because landlords peg unreasonably
high rentonthe houseswhichpeople
canhardly afford

ent

two heHmn *e“ stofre"tm8a

apartment within the
andN *mperai®uin®ndi”®

the location and the’nnal fiK
f ? and.the, A W of*e

J & H e§ e

average Abuja middled resi
dent who liveswithin his legitimate
income. Tomake mattersworse, new
tenants are expected to pay two years
rent and between 5to 10 per cent as
agencyfees.

property@dailytrust.com
HOTLINE: 07041632079

astronomically the rates charged on
landinthe FCTbyoverninehundred
percent

Accordingly, land fees in high-
brow areas with full infrastructure,
which include Asokoro, Maitama,
and Wuse 1, have gone up frem N2,

Similarly, premium for land in
Garki 18c 11, Wuse |, and Jabi, which
also has full infrastructure, is now
N15,000 per square meter, while
land in Katampe extension, Gudu,
Mabushi, Durumi and Gwarinpa
willattractN12,000per square meter.

Unableto affordexorbitantrents,
most Abuja residents who are pre-

ulomiRsRAACOIN bepUaisS DRl RHesS-
meenamieetiM tseidesseitieemiaaxne
outofthe citytothe suburbs, or relo-

cate to other states to ply their trade.
C°ns«luently. several houses within
the aty remain unoccupied for as

°P™on-
lanHWi n reason
onwhatth™ dev*loPers masted
aterentew ~h” ft,approPn~

quicklvren®h”6n

t0
constrirtth K a °

FCDA seals off Presidency's information office

By Mustapha Suleiman

OFFICIALS of Development
Control of the Federal Capital
Territory (FCT) yesterday sealed
off the premises of Galaxy Back-
bone Limited, located in Wuse 2,
which hosts the information tech-
nology, Office ofthe Presidency,
for contravening the FCT land use
regulations.

Director of Development
Control Yahaya Yusuf frowned

at the increasing rate of violation
of FCT land use, threatening to
seal up all the affected premises
including government owned
establishments and private enter-
prises who defaults to pay the con-
travention charges.

“I'm aware that the Galaxy
Backbone has a site at the cen-
tral business area but I'm not
aware of the relationship of the
Wuse premises. They don*t have
approval for the Wuse office,

even their office in Central Busi-
ness District ishaving someprob-
lems but we can understand that,
so that is why we are not taking
any action against them for now.
Where they are occupying is just
an office, so they are not supposed
to be there. I'm fully aware ofthe
exercise, | fully take responsibil-
ity for whatever happens, things
have to be done in proper wayand
since Galaxy backbone is a gov-
ernment establishment makes it

necessary for the company to do
the right thing.”

In a swift reaction, Ibrahim
Waziri, Special Assistant to
Managing Director of Galaxy
Backbone Limited who earlier
pleaded for extension of time,
insisted that the leader of the
enforcement team must sign an
undertaking before sealing off
the premises.

Also speaking, David Lanre
Lekan, Company Secretary in a

tbw oflvr TOJBTiajrnmos o/i i
K69i 0\s003 .tI/1\’d LsJxiafc i031

cost between N20m to N500m. He
added that after spending millions
to build houses on expensive lands,
it would be foolhardy to charge pea-
nuts as rents.

Despite all these, the optimism
is still very high. The Federal Mort-
gage Bank of Nigeria (FMBN) that
recently came out with a new cam-
paignbreaks, saysitwillbeinastrong
stetjd to meet its strategic objectives
which include: issuing mortgage
bonds based on the banks financial
stren%th or government guarantee
or both.

Also, itwill be bringing in three
off-shorefinanciers to provide $500-
$600 million for the provision of
loans through the secondary mort-
gage market which will go a long

Ww_tdﬁéll?e_éwed_ltlﬁ?el_ﬂ-m million
housing deficitin Nigeria.

Al STu .

readv

bank,

Soaswe enter 2010, like the pro-
verbial caseofwaterwhichisavailable
everywhere, and yetnot accessible for
PAPleto” A"ja residents and
Ni8erians in general may continue

chatwith newsmen lamented that
the sealing offofthe Galaxy back-
bone facility will cripple critical
network of various government
establishments as it serves as the
vital network for the Presidency,
all the MDAs located within the
Federal Secretariat Complex as
well as security agencies such
as SSS, Defence headquarters,
Nigeria Immigration Service,
News Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
among others.

0sii»389iq sw arum pmj
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Jabi Motor Park remains open — FCTA

junction with the- %ﬂjﬁ_prﬁbkkrbﬁrking spaces &

By Usman A. Bello, Romoke W.
Ahmad & Lami Sadiq

AGAINST wide spread
speculations that the Jabi
Motor Park, Abuja, will
be closed down for a week
from next Tuesday, the FCT

Administration (FCTA)has
said that no such closure
will take place.

Newspaper reports had
earlier said that the park
will be closed down by
the Abuja Municipal Area
Council (AMAC) in con

Environmental Protection
Board (AEPB) from Janu-
ary 5to 12.

Reasons for the close up

include renovation exer-
cise which include con-

struction of public toilets,

a market where food and
recharge cards will be sold
to commuters.

But Director, FCT Abuja
Environment Protection
Board (AEPB), Engr. Abu-
bakar Yabo, who spoke to

Dhaily Trust, said that though
the closure of the park is a
laudable objective, itwill con-
tinueto remain open until the
FCT Minister gives approval
for the closure.

Also, Ibrahim Gaji, ofthe
NURTW, Jabi Motor Park,

Diesel & Gas Generator Sets

ranging from 20kVA to 3000kVA
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told our eerregpondents that
the union went to AMAC
three days ago and were told
to disregard the publication.
He said the name of the
AMAC representative in the
report was false as no such
person existin the council.
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Inside Polrtics
Seven partiesdrag Jigawa SIEC to court

From Yusha'u A Ibrahim, Dutse

A Magistrate Court sitting in Gumel,
Jigawa State, yesterday fixed 7th January
2010 for continuation of hearing in a case
involving seven political parties led by the
Alliance for Democracy AD and the Jigawa
State Independent Electoral Commission
(JSIEC).

Presiding Judge, Ahmad Isah Gumel
ruled that the court will continue the case
on the 7th day of January 2010 following
a prayer made by counsel of the electoral
body.

When the case came up yesterday for
mentioning, counsel to the commission
Barrister Baffa Alhassan prayed the court
to adjourn the 'case on ground that the com-
mission was not able to review the charges
documents as it received them December
ending, hence the need for enough time to
review them.

Speaking to Daily Trust on the issue,

the chairman of the commission, Dr. Alili
Galadima said the commission rejected the
forms because the parties failed to meet the
deadline for submission ofthe forms.

Dr. Alili, who spoke through the com-
missions public relation officer, Mallam
Danjummai, explained that, “the seven
political parties in question have failed to
meet the deadline slated for submission of
the contest forms by the commission hence,
the commission rejected their forms.”

He said further that any political party
that fails to submit its form on time would
be rejected by the commission, reaffirming
that the commission had released timeta-
ble for the conduct ofthe forthcoming local
government election.

He however warned that the commis-
sion would not allow any political party
to temper with the commissions election
schedules, stressing that the seven politi-
cal parties went to the court just to make
unnecessary noise on the political stage.

GOVERNOR Sule Lamido

Crisis rocks Plateau legislators'forum

From Mahmud Lalo,Jos

THE inauguration ofthe Plateau State Legisla-
tors Forum was yesterday postponed following
a controversy that trailed the inaugural meet-
ing. The forum is expected to bring together
serving and former legislators.

The controversy started when the embattled
Plateau State Chairman ofthe Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP) Professor Dakum Shown
who happens to be the first Speaker ofthe state
Assembly objected to the nomination of the
former Speaker Mr. Simon Bako Lalong as the
chairman of the steering committee.

Professor Shown who insisted that there is
an existing forum offormer legislators, accused
the last set of legislators in the state of being

controversial. He said it was during the last
regime that the state witnessed impeachment
ofthe then governor.

Reacting to Shown’ observation, former
Speaker Lalong said that controversy is part of
politics and “as politicians when you come out
of it, you become a better politician.”

He stressed, however, that what should bind
them together under this forum is the interest
of state, adding that for them to achieve what
they aspire to achieve in the forum, they must
do away with sentiments.

Lalong who was one time chairman ofthe
Forum of Nigerian speakers, said denied the
existence of any forum of former and current
legislators as claimed by Professor Shown.

He said the forum is being formed to create

a platform for the legislators to dialogue in the
interest of the state as whole.

“Politics is about agreeing and disagreeing.
We disagree to agree and so | am emphasiz-
ing this fact that we should not start this with
sentiments, in all we are coming here with the
interest Plateau State,” Lalong said. m

In his remarks, incumbent Speaker ofthe
Assembly, Mr. Istifanus Mwansat, said the
greatest challenge they are going to face is in
the area of sustaining the forum. He therefore
said that: “because of the break in communi-
cation” it has become an issue. | would want
to suggest and plead that the coordination of
this meeting shall be from the office of the
Honuorable Speaker of Plateau State House
of Assembly.”

Resolve APGA substitution
1ssue now, LP advises INEC

BY Muideen Olaniyi

LABOUR Party (LP) has
advised the Independent
National Electoral Com-
mission (INEC) to address
the issue surrounding the
plan to substitute Governor
Peter Obi of Anambra State
by the Chekwas Okorie led
faction of All Progressive
Grand Alliance (APGA)
with immediate effect.

The faction had earlier
written to INEC asking th
commission to substitute
Obi with Chief George
Ozodilodi as APGAS can-
didate for the February 6
governorship election in
Anambra State. The fac-
tion subsequently headed
for the Federal High Court
Abuja <o seek for an order
of mandamus which will
compel INEC to act on the
request.

The case, which will see
ChiefVictor Umeh-led fac-
tion defending the choice of
Obi as candidate, has been
fixed for hearing on Janu-

ary 12 before Justice Garba
Umar.

Following the develop-
ment, Labour Party which
has Dr. Andy Uba as its
gubernatorial candidate in
a letter dated December 29
and signed by its National
Chairman Chief Dan
Nwanyanwu, warned that
failure to settle the issue
could invalidate the forth-
coming poll.

The letter addressed
to INEC Chairman, Prof.
Maurice Iwu, told the com-
mission that a successful
challenge in court of the
willful exclusion will result
in the nullification of the
entire exercise, citing asim-
ilar case which the Labour
Party had with the commis-
sion in 2008.

Nwanyanwu said no
party that is sponsoring
candidates for the election
will want to engage in an
expensive but futile elec-
tioneering campaign that
may be declared a nullity at
the end ofthe day.

Opposition alive in Kogi - PPA

From Isiaka Wakili, Lokoja

THE opposition is alive
and vibrant in Kogi State,
the state chairman of the
Peoples Progressive Alli-
ance (PPA), Dr Simeon
Ojonugwa, has said.

Speaking to our cor-
respondent yesterday in
Lokoja, Ojonugwa said
the perceived death of the
opposition in the state was
not unconnected to “our
resolve to play cool to avoid
continuous trouble in the
state.”

The party chieftain
expressed optimism that in
future elections, the oppo-
sition would prove stronger
than the ruling People}
Democratic Party (PDP) in
the state.

“For people to know
that the opposition is not
dead in Kogi, two months
ago, about 110 youths from
Koton Karfe Local Govern-
ment Area defected to PPA
from PDP. As part of our
strategies to win 2011 elec-
tions, our great party, the
PPA, has opened campaign

offices in 17 out of the 21
local governments in the
state,” he noted.

Reacting to the recent
advocacy for power shift
by Governor Ibrahim Idris,
Ojonugwa said credibil-
ity should not be compro-
mised.

“Power can shift to any
part of the state. The issue
is to whom are we giving

the power? We are not talk-
ing ofpower shift alone. We
need credible candidates
that know the plight of the
masses. It doesnt matter
where the governor comes
from. Our agitation is that
in the next general elec-
tions, we need a governor
that will deliver the divi-
dends of democracy to the
electorate,” he said.

2011: Plateau
lawmaker
roots for Goje

By Andrew Agbese, Jos

IN case President Umaru
Yaraduaisnotinterested in
running for a second term
in 2011, the Gombe State
governor, Danjuma Goje,
should be elected by the
Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) to replace him, Dep-
uty Speaker of the Plateau
State House of Assembly,
Ibithim Baba Hassan has
suggested.

Hassan told out corre-
spondent in an interview
in Jos that Gojes record of
achievements in Gombe
State is unrivalled, stress-
ing that he has so far given
a good account of himself.

He contended that ifthe
north looking for a worthy
Presidential material in
2011, it has got one in Goje
because his records put him
in a better position to con-
tinue from where Yaradua
will stop.

The lawmaker said he
was overwhelmed by the
way Gombe state has been
transformed by the Goje
administration in the last
sixand a halfyears, saying if
that much can be achieved
with little resources, then
one can imagine what he
would do ifhe is president
ofthe country.

“Personally, | feel lead-
ers who have given a good
account of themselves like
the governor of Gombe
State should be given the
opportunity to spread
the achievements on a
larger scale. So | don feel
it is a bad idea if Goje is
allowed to continue in case
Yaradua is not interested,”
he stated.
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, formerly known as MISS
iIAMARACHIELEMB8A, now wish to be
known as MRS AMARACHI
CHIAGOZIEM. All former documents
remainvalid,General public take note,

[, formerly known as MISS ASHEADZS
UMAR ABENE now wish to be known
as MRS ASHEADZI THOMAS
TANKO. AH documents remain valid.
Hospitals Management Board,
Nassarawa State and general public to
please take note,

t formerly known and addressed as
Imiss Nngozi mary-ann
IOBIOGBOLU, now wish to be known
and addressed as MRS NGOZI
MARY-ANN OKOYE, All former

This is to invite the general pubfc to participate in the j 1documents remain valid. -The general
auctionsales of unserviceable items. Fire extinguishers, | j public particularly NNAMDI AZIKiWE

vehicles, generator, auto spare parts and typevimter
ABM etc, under pipelines and products ma®*n9
Company Limited, Venue: MoaM Area Office

Warehouses, NCov®, Satelte wAmm, Ibadan and j

Hom Date: 6* January 2010. Time; 10am prompt. For
further details contact Auctioneer. Mujibs General En .
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CHANGE OF NAME

1 formerly known as MISS GLORIA
IKOKOMA ONWIONOKO now wish to be

known and addressed as MRS GLORIA
jKOKOMA STYLES. AH former documents

Iremain valid. Genera! public take note,

[T formerly known as MISS ENIOLA MARY j

KOMOLAFE, now wish to be ceiled MRS,
FEMI AYANFE EGBOWON. AW former
Idocument remain valid, general public to
Inote.

:\ formerly M1SS LAMI YUSUF now to be |

Icalled MRS LAMI EZEKIEL. Former,
[documents valid. Nigena Police Force

j formerly known as MISS ASIMAU
OHUNENE OZIGIS now wish to be

addressed as MRS PRECIOUS O.
[ANATAKU. Former documents remain
Jvalid. GTBBANK and general public to take
inote.

UNIVERSITY AWKA should please
| take note,

formerly known as MARY EKO, now
wish to be called MARY OYEDEJI
BOLA All former documents remain
[valid. Police and general public take
note.

[, formerly known as MISS BASIRAT
ABUBAKAR now wish to be known as
MRS BASIRAT ATAHIRU. Former
documents remain valid. General
public take note. (

I, formerly known as YIMA
MALHERBE, now wish to be
laddressed as MRS YIMA SAMUEL
OTOKPA. All former documents
iremainvalid. General public take note*

|, formerly DR. FATIMA IBRAHIM
HUDU, now wish to be called and

laddress as OR, MRS FATIMA
IBRAHIM UMAR, All former

IDocuments remain valid. General
public should take note

il formerly known as MISS KHADIJA
OLAJUMOKE GAMBARI, now wish

to be called MRS KHADIJA
JOLAJUMOKE GAMBARI*
BOLAJOKO. All former Documents
Iremainvalid. General public take note.

| formerly known as MRS, ODIA

: IEOITHAMAKA CHINELO now wish to

Ibe called MISS EBOKA EDITH
ia MAKA. Former documents remain
valid. General public take note.
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We are tired of bronze
-Odemwingie

From Abiodun Jimoh, Lagos

AHEAD of the crucial African
Nations Cup (Afcon) slated to
kick off in January 10 in Angola,
Super Eagles striker Osaze
Odemwingie has revealed that
they are tired of winning bronze
medal at the event.

Osaze who Was full of confi-
dence while chatting with sports
writers at the departure hall of
the Murtala Muhammad Inter-
national Airport (MMIA), Ikeja
Lagos enroute South Africa on
Wednesday night affirmed this
that trophy is their only target at
this period of the event.

He remarked that having won
bronze on three consequtiveoc-
casions called for urgent need to
lift the trophy this time around as
they have resolved to make it pri-
ority in their desires'.

We are tired ofwinning bronze
at all the editions of the soccer
events, it is becoming too much
on our partbeenbooted outin the
semifinal encounter against our
fellow counterparts that we were
even better than in the game only
to lose out when it matter most,”

“This period, we are going to
advance to the final of the com-
petition and eventually win the
trophy after sixteen years that
the country lifted it last in Tuni-
sia under the tutelage of Coach
Clemence Westerhof. We are not
destine for bronze, but gold,” he
said.

While responding on maybe
the team have charisma to lift
the trophy against all other teams
such as Cotel’lvoire, Ghana,
Cameroon and the Egyptians
who happen to be the defending
champion, he remarked that big
names do not play football this
time around, but determination
and dedication on the part of the
players is the yardstick to win any
tournament.

Furthermore, he noted that all
the players invited for the compe-
tition are capable ofproving their
quality and the resilience to win
the trophy for their fatherland
when the chips are down, adding
that he believed that with the kind
of seriousness exhibited by his
colleagues during the qualifiers,
they would go places and make
the country proud at the end of
the event.

“We are not afraid® of big
names when it comes to the
aspect of playing competitive
matches. We have quality players
who withstand any heat when the
game is getting tough and we will
not relent in our efforts to show
the whole world that we are capa-
ble ofbeating any team at any time
ofthe day,” he boasts.

It will be recallled that Nigeria
won bronze at the Mali 2002
Nations Cup after beating Mali
1-0 in the third place battle while
same was the case at Tunisia 2004
and Egypt 2006 outing respec-
tively

Amodu optimistic as Eagles land in S/Africa

SHUAIBU Amodu, Super
Eagles Chief Coach, beamed
with enthusiasm as the team
arrived in Johannesburg yes-
terday to a warm reception by
South Africa-based Nigerians.
Amodu said the reception
accorded the delegation set the
tone for a good outing at the
* Orange Africa Cup of Nations
kicking offon Jan. 10in Angola.
The team landed at the OR
Tambo International Airport,
Johannesburg, enroute Durban
to begin preparations for the
continental championship.
"We arrived to a warm

reception and the next thing is to
set for the camp and give our best
in the competition,” said Amodu.

The coach did not talk much
just as he said they would get down
to business when they arrived in
Durban.

Assuring Nigerians that they
hoped to do the country proud in
Angola, he said:" Weare onlytran-
siting here.”

Mr Peterside Idah, the team’
spokesman, told the News Agency
of Nigeria (NAN) that 16 players
arrived in South Africa, while six
were expected from their bases in
Europe on Jan. 1,2010.

Weare all optfmisticand hope
to win the trophy which is why we
are going to Angola.

"We have some 16 players
here, expecting six more to join the
team from England tomorrow. We
also have some eight officials here,”
Idah said.

He said the team hoped to play
two friendlies against local teams
during their stay in Durban before
leaving for Angola.

We are to play on Sunday and
then on Tuesday in Durban before
we travel on the Jan. 7th, 2010,” he
said.

Idah said there was no cause for

alarm with the late arrival of the
Europe-based players.

"'Some played yesterday. Kanu
played last night, they are all going
to be in Durban tomorrow,” he
assured Nigerians.

He confirmed that the team
would still keep a closed camp in
Durban as they required to con-
centrate on the task ahead without
distraction.

" It5 still a closed camp because
we are coming for a tournament
and we have to be in a position
where we can concentrate.

Nigerianswill not forgive us if
we dont do well in Angola. We need

all the concentration,” he added.

Mr Emmanuel Attah, the
team$ coordinator, said the
Eagles had their sight on the tro-
phy.

Attah said only fit players
would make the final list for the
championship.

Injury wont deter us. It is
only fitplayers we are coming to
playwith. Anyinjured player will
definitely stay behind, | assure
you,” he said.

The team, which arrived
aboard South Africa Airways
yesterday morning, later con-
nected a flightto 8.20 a.m.
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Wenger
faces
transfer
dilemma

ARSENAL manager Arsene
Wenger faces a dilemma about
whether to sign a new striker
when the January transfer win-
dow opens on Friday.

Wenger said last month he
could try to find a replacement
for long-term injury absentee
Robin Van Persie.Muries have
also deprived him of strikers
Nicklas Bencitner and Theo
Walcott. *\

However, Arsenal, who took
their December goals tally to
15 with their 4-1 win at Port-
smouth on Wednesday, are the
Premier League’s top scorers
with 51 goals and Wenger told
the club% website (www.arse-
nal.com) he was considering
his options.

Football is
not completely
rational. The
superficial ration-
ality Is not the real

one sometimes

“Football is not completely
rational. The superficial ration
ality is not the real one some
times,” he said on Thursday.

“Its true that we have prob
lems with our strikers. Even |
say that. Everybody tells me to
buy strikers, but when | look at
the League nobody has scored
more goals than us.

“We have players who move
the ball well and everybody gets
in dangerous positions. And
thats why, with the confidence
high, everyone can score goals.
But we are still in the market.”

While Wenger considers
his options, France interna
tional midfielder Abou Diaby
has signed a new, long-term
contract with the club, Arsenal
confirmed on Thursday.

Diaby, 23, who joined the
Gunners from Auxerre in Janu-
ary 2006, has been outstanding
for the club and scored his sixth

oal ofthe season in Arsenal’s
3-0 win over Aston Villa on
Sunday.

“This shows my long-term
commitment to Arsenal and |
am very happy here, which is
why | am so pleased to extend
my contract,” said Diaby. *

“Itsagreat thing for me and
hopefully there will be some
good years ahead for me here.”

Wenger said: “Abou is a
great player with huge presence
on the football pitch and he has
the potential to be an extremely
influential part of Arsenal for
many years to come.”

DA' LY TRUST Friday, January 1,2009

Ferguson:Wedon't
miss Ronaldo

MANCHESTER United boss Sir
Alex Ferguson has reiterated his
beliefthat the club are coping well
without the presence of former
Ballon d'Or winner Cristiano
Ronaldo, who joined boyhood
club Real Madrid in a staggering
£80 million transfer last summer.
Critics claimed the absence of
Ronaldo, who has wowed crowds
in Spains Primera Division due
to his 13 goals in 12 games in
all competitions, would hamper
Uniteds title tilt this season.
Ferguson, though, has proved
the doubters wrong as the reign-
ing Premier League champions
have amassed a point tally almost
identical in total to the one accu-
mulated at the same stage last year.
The Scotsman reasoned on the
club’ official website that: “It’s a
bit of a media thing. Most of the
media are saying losing Ronaldo
iscrucial, butwe’re only one point
worse offthan last season.”
Despite the influx of a world
record sum arriving in United’
bank, Ferguson was calm over
spending the windfall. The free
transfer of Michael Owen was
supplemented only with a £3m
deal for Girondins de Bordeaux
winger Gabriel Obertan and the
Antonio Valencia coup.
“Obviously Cristiano Ronaldo
was an unbelievable player and it
was inevitable that he was going
to leave at some point, but I think
we've adjusted fairly well to it.”
As well as the the sale of Ron-
aldo, United also lost the services
of tireless forward Carlos Tevez.
Both of whom were responsible
for a collective 102 goals in two
seasons, the lions share of goals,
however, arrived from the fleet-
footed Portuguese trickster.
“You cant go into a season,
having lost the number of goals
Ronaldo scored for us last season,

thinking you can improve that.
We knew it would be an issue for
us, and we made the pointearly in
the season that the midfield had to
chip in with a few. So weve done
reasonably well that way.”

He continued: “Valencia has
done very well, his development
isvery good. He’ a different type

ofplayer to Ronaldo, buthesdone
very well, so we've replaced that
position reasonably well.
“Hesaquiet, shyboy. In aper-
sonality sense | dont think he’s
intere'sted in matching Ronaldo.
Buton a performance level he has
been unaffected by the position
he’ playing in - he enjoys itthere.

Ribery not going anywhere, Bayern

BAYERN Munichs president
denied on Thursday press reports
that the German giants’ French
international Franck Ribery was
going to move to Real Madrid in
a 55-million-euro deal next sum-
mer.

“There are .no offers at the
moment, no options and no talks
at all either about him or with
him,” Uli Hoeness told the Sued-
deutsche Zeitung daily.

German specialist website
ran.de had reported on Wednes-

day that the 26-year-old wing-
ers move was hammered out in
August between Bayern and the
Spanish club at the time of Dutch
star Arjen Robbens transfer to
Munich.

Bayern did not pay Real the
agreed 25-million-euro price tag
for the Dutch winger, instead sit-
ting on the cash in anticipation
of the Ribery deal, said ran.de,
which is owned by German pri-
vate broadcaster Sat 1.

But Hoeness, club manager at

Bayern for 30 years who replaced
Germany legend Franz Becken-
bauer as president in November,
said this was wide of the mark.

“There is no deal with Real.
We paid for Robben quite nor-
mally” *

He also said that the club
wanted Ribery to stay once his
contract expires in 2011: “That is
our firstoption. Only ifwe see no
chance ofthis will we start talking
to other dubs.”

Ribery, who has been out'of

“He can play other positions -
weVe not tested thatyet. I know he
can play cenjer-midfield because
I've watched him play there, we
know he can play through the
middle. But we think hes impor-
tant to the way we always try to
play - with width in the team.
And hes doing that very well.”

boss says

action through injury for over two
months, has made no secret in the
past of his desire to join Real.

“I would really like to win the
Champions League, but our team
doesn’t have the necessary fire-
power right now,” the winger told
the Bild daily recently.

“Atthe moment, we cant com-
pete with Barcelona, Real Madrid,
Arsenal and Inter.”

Other recent reports have
linked him with a move to Chel-

Real Madrid rule out January transfers

REAL Madrid director general
Jorge Valdano and football direc-
tor Miguel Pardeza will be in Val-
debebas yesterday for the team’
final training session 0f2009.
According to Spanish paper
AS, Valdano’ visit will be to wish

all the playersand the staffa happy
New Years day, but most ofall to
reveal the clubs plans for the Janu-
ary transfer window.

It is suggested that the Argen-
tine will tell the squad that the club
board has no intention of making

any new signings next month.
Valdano’ reassurances will be
particularly aimed towards Raul
Albiol, Christoph Metzelder and
Ezequiel Garay, the three centre-
backs that will be in contention
to fill the void left by Portuguese

iriternational Pepe who will be out
for the remainder ofthe season after
suffering knee ligament damage.

Valdano is also expected to
enquire after the recovery sched-
ule of injured trio Kaka, Guti and
Ruud van Nistelrooy.
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Mourinho: Italy coachesfocus
on survival, not innovation

SERIE A coaches are more con-
cerned about keeping their jobs
than developing new tactics, said
Inter Milan boss Jose Mourinho
on Thursday.

“When after athird ofthe Ital-
ian championship nine coaches
have lost their jobs, who is the
coach that wants to innovate?”,
Mourinho told

the weekly paper Expresso.

“The Serie A coach does not
want to innovate, he wants to sur-
vive.”

The former Chelsea and Porto
coach, who on Monday said he
was keen to return to England in
the future, said conditions were
better in the Premier League.

Mourinho cited Manchester
Uniteds Alex Ferguson, Arsene
Wenger of Arsenal and Liver-

pools Rafa Benitez as coaches
who had been giventime to inno-
vate and develop their tactics.

. “(In England) coaches go way
beyond their first contract, even
beyond the second anji the third
one and continue developing their
work,” he said.

“Italy is much more results-
oriented. Those who yin, con-
tinue, while those who don't, get

That's what makes the VANGUARD fashion paps hot. With informed analysis of
lifestyle, business and health from our style section, you can

easily keep heads turning everywhere you go, Stay ahead of the trend, read Vanguard everyday.

out.

The Portuguese coach said the
same happens at the big Spanish
clubs like Real Madrid, Valencia
and Atletico Madrid although
Barcelona were an exception.

Inter, eight points clear at the
top of Serie A, will meet Premier
League leaders Chelsea in the
Champions League first knock-
out round in February.
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erhaps there is no consolation in the tragedy of the
attempted Delta Airline Flight 253 blow-up; and
ifthere is, it is only this: that it has not happened.
But for Alhaji Umaru Mutallab, it already has. That
which is feared has come to pass.

In addition to his original anguish and grief of
haying lost a son to some dark forces in the unchartered vast-
ness of Arabias Empty Quarter, the Mutallab family has now to
contend with the predicament and prospect of having to accept
and live with the fact that the sweet kid whowill not hurt a fly has
nowattempted to killhundreds ofinnocent people. One can only
imagine the painand sorrow that this family isbraving right now

_asittries to come to terms with the tragic incident.

created by the preaching of hatred—self-hatred and hatred of
others—and indoctrination, aim is forgotten and every effort is
redoubled. And self-deprecation is often the first step in the path
to misanthropy. That is when they get caught.

The profile of those susceptible to it embraces the bracket
ofhigh-achieving, discriminating, perceptive youths; and, if at
school, those studying the technical and mathematical sciences
inwhom the scientific spirit offree inquiry and everyday involve-
ment with the need for mathematical precision have created a
more thoroughgoing rationalist attitude that becomes almost,
incompatible with certain dimensions of Islam. Those accus-
tomed to and expecting to always see an equivalence in all phe-
nomenon, for instance, that one plusone must always equal to two
may be good mathematicians, but they will soon enough discover

The world shares in Umaru Mutallab’ sorrow and salutes haat they have lost their way in religion. They will end up taking

great courage indoingwhat he did. Ahumble, decent, private man
of easy manners and peaceful mien, Mutallab, ever meticulous
in life as in banking, has handed the affair well and with remark-
able foresight. Ifhe had not reported the issue of Farouk to the
relevantauthorities, only God knows whatwould have happened
to him, to his family and what would have befallen the fortunes
ofthe Islamic Development Bank and the local Ja'iz Bank, both
ofwhich he chairs and the First Bank of Nigeria from which he
recently retired

Though he is personally a religious man, he is as laissez-faire
in hisdealings withpeopleasheisin
hisbusiness—just thetypethistrag-
edy shouldn’t be happening to. For
those who know his life, Mutallab
isjust the type of person who can't
in any way be linked to any acts of
extremism; and, therefore, how
distressing the involvement of his
son must be to him. His foray into
Islamicbankingis more the result of
sound commercial business consid-
eration and the demands ofthe time
than any religion inspired revulsion
against conventional interest-bear- T
ing banking in which he made his
name and mark and with which he has continued to deal.

Asabusinessman, Mutallab is the epitome ofhard work and
dvility. For apersonwho inherited his capital and setabout mak-
ing his money, he isofthe cast ofthose with original money; and,
though modem inhisbusiness outlook, he isan entrepreneur of
the old school who believes in sweating it out to earn an honest
days living. He therefore earned every kobo that he owns; and,
today, it can be said that he isone ofthe fewrich men inthe coun-
try with legitimate wealth untainted with the graft that is modern
contract or the corruption that is the civil service. And at home
heisastrongbelieverin familyvaluesand a strict disciplinarian.

Farouk Mutallab isthe product ofthis home—sheltered, fully
caredand provided for and educated in the best schools available.
And, so, whyshouldachild rearedunder such circumstances end
up in such untoward actions? The truth nowadays is that while
homes propose, it isoften schools that dispose as far as the devel-
opment ofthe character ofstudents is concerned. Whether your
child turns out well, whether he becomes a drug addict, a reli-
giousrecluse or an emotional wreck depends not only on which
school he attends but whose company he keeps while there.

Ofcourse thereis nothing wrong with taking to religion while
in school; indeed, there is everything wrong with not doing so.
Religion is not the problem; the problem is its absence—or its
debasement at the hands of manipulators. If Farouk had not
gone to Yemen, for instance, he would probably have gone on to
become a model engineer or, more likely, a model businessman
like his father, and himself a father and a role model for future
generations.

Despite his takingto religion or, in this case perhaps, because
of it, his view of the world becomes, in common with most of
those with similar experiences, a series of disconnected banali-
ties. This is the point when a person becomes most vulnerable
and desperately seeking for meaning of and for himselfand of
the world. Bythe nature ofthe spiritual life, once itis undertaken
without an anchor, it almost always leads to fanaticism and being
more Catholic than the Pope; andreligion becomesaburden and
a problem. A fanatic has been defined as someone who redou-
bles his effort after he has forgotten his aim; and in the nihilism

Thetruth nowadays is that
while homes propose, itis often
schools that dispose as far as the
development ofthe character of
students is concerned

the shell and rejecting the kernel ofthe faith.

On aspiritual level, this leads to adenial ofthe esotericdimen-
sions and transcendental aspects of Islam and to the disparage-
ment ofeverykind ofdivinely-bestowed merit and the disavowal
of every status-related prestige and distinction. But this esoteric
aspect is what provides anchor and inner strength to the Islamic
beliefsystem; and once itis repudiated, everything else snaps. On
the practical level, it leads to aloosening of all the ties that bind.
And, perhaps for the first time, Farouk can disobey his father’
orders and finally even cut off
communication.

At this stage, there is no
morehierarchy to worry about,
no particular body of knowl-
edge to have to master and,
above all, no distinctions to
haveto respect. In this mechani-
cal theologizing, every appren-
tice scholar overnight becomes
an expert—and everyone can
givefatwa to selfand others on
the most complex theological

It was not the tendency to
this that was picked up in Britain or Yemen; it was the will to do
what he did—the tabula rasa on which the Yemeni masterminds
wrote their lethal script would have been cleaned and readied
anywhere. The combination oftabula rasa and this script pro-
duced a mindset that sincerely believes in the infallibility ofits
own certainties; and always sees its own tunnel vision as the only
way to salvation, and all other ways merely highways to damna-
tion.

As he stepped on to that plane, Farouk would not have been
conscious of the consequences of jthe action he was about to take
as he would have been of its effect; and he was not worried about
his personal fate, he was only concerned about his final destination
in an eternal abode where this action was supposed to take him.

His face a picture of innocence, his visage pleasant, his tem-
ple that of a devotee, his mind, unfortunately, turned into that of
a deviant, Farouk is clearly someone who has gone beyond the
pale. And for parents this is a fact that is too unpalatable in its
painfulness. What pain can be greater for them than watching
with helpless horror as a beloved child self-destructs, obsessed
and all wrapped up in his little certainties, and is slowly ensnared
and finally consumed by an intricate wave that to him must have
looked safe and almost sacred.

Atragic figure, yet so full of promise and capable of getting
the bestofboth worlds almost evenwithout trying, Farouk fit the
bill ofthe masterminds: he is intelligent, he isahigh achiever, he
istechnicallybiased with some measure of care-freedom and the
kind ofcredulity that leads untutored faith to undertake desperate
and destructive measureswith good conscience. He has nowbeen
cutdown in the prime ofhis lifeby purveyors ofatheology on the
fringe. Many were there, like Farouk, who sincerely wanted to do
Islamic work but were led down this road to ruin.

To the world, Farouk has gone from being a lovely kid to a
terroristand awould-be killer; butto the Mutallabs, he is still and
alwayswill be ason, achild onwhom love has been showered and
is still being showered—in prayer and in desperate hope.

And for the firsttime, here is someone who has committed a
crime, has not denied it, doesnt look like a criminal—and prob-
ablyis not.
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Olubayo shocked over exclusion

uper Eagles
defender,  Ade-
femi Olubayo has
expressed shock

in Durban, South Africa

when the news came to

me,” saysthe former Ben-
del United star.

over his exclusion from“But despite that, |

the 24-man squad coach
Shuaibu Amodu picked
for the 2010 Africa Cup
ofNations.

The  France-based
defender said he*did not
expect to be dropped
from the Nations Cup
party.

“I  was shocked
because | did not expect
to be dropped from the
team. | was looking for-
ward to the preparation

have no hard feeling for
the coaches and any of
the players picked for
the Nations Cup. | am
a Nigerian and | still
remain committed to the
national team.”

“The fact that | am
not part of the Nations
Cup nowdoes notmean |
would not be called upon
in future, so I justwant to
leave everything in the
hands of God.”

Kaita expects tough run in Angola

ith Nigeria’ buildup to the Nations Cup
starting with the Super Eagles depar-
ture to Durban, South Africa tomorrow,
Lokomotiv Moscow of Russia midfielder,

Sani Kaita says all the players know the task that awaits

them in Angola.

The former Kano Pillars skipper stated in an inter-
view with brilafm.net that the Eagles will always remem-
ber the tough qualifiers they went through and said the
2010 Nations Cup will not be any different.

“Back there, the matches are reallytough and, as we
saw in the qualification, we can exOpect more ofthat.

“l thank God that we have qualified already and we
are looking forward to be in South Africa 2010.

“We all know no match will be easy and, now, we are
fully ready to face every country we meet in Angola,”

he declared.
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