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To stop the double-dealing activities of multi-national corpora­
tions, an economic weapon which Nigeria's General Obasanjo put 
to an effective use during his recent visit to the United States of 
•America, African states should first and foremost stop all business 
transactions with South Africa. There is no other way of asserting 
at least our moral position on this point.

Many independent African states trade with South Africa. Some, 
like-Mauritius and Malawi, do so openly. Others, definitely more 
dangerous and deadly to the African cause, do so under the coun­
ter. Secret or open, trade with South Africa totally undermines 
our credibility when we lobby the business world against trade 
with the apartheid territory.

The fact, is in the absence of other political resources like water­
tight continental unity or the capability to collectively impose eco­
nomic sanctions on recalcitrant sections of the world business com­
munity who *trade with South Africa, one of our few remaining 
weapons is moral strength. We have to be-above board on this issue. 
We have to be able, through the example of our own behaviour, to 
leave the outside world in no doubt that we mean what we threaten.

Also, while we acknowledge the necessity of keeping all lines of 
communication open and we know that the role of the West is 
more critical than that of any other bloc to the fate of the apar- 
their structure, we must guard against the impression that we are 
historically more at home in this or that bloc. We should feel at 
home only in Africa.

We reiterate our stand that the only course of action which will 
guarantee us not only a change but the right quality of change in 
Southern Africa is armed struggle. Diplomatic and other courses 
can only be auxiliary.
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What is a hospital 
without enough doctors?

See how Sony video training systems 
help solve this problem and many more.

3A. Emir Road
52. Lagos St.

SONY

Plot 19. Ilupcju E 
Road, Lagos Tel
BRANCHES:
IBADAN
Tel 23605
KANO
Tel 3080
ILORIN

BENIN

monitors and all the accessories.
It’s a better way to more efficient 

medical care.
For further information, please 

contact the following:
JOAS ELECTRICAL 
INDUSTRIES LTD.
Plot 19. Ilupcju Extension. Ikorodu
Road. Lagos Tel 33209. 33262

them at their leisure. Repeat them as is 
necessary easily.

Elsewhere, Sony U-matic can help keep 
nursing skills up to date. And assist in 

training the residency staff whenever 
new equipment is put in. Sony’s 
U-matic system covers everything.

So the hospital has new doctors, straight 
from medical school. Now begins the period 
of applying all they’ve learned and impor­
tant new in-hospital training. The 
training’s going to be costly. And 
time-consuming. Or so some mem­
bers of the executive hospital staff 
may think.

Think Sony Video Cassette Sy: 
tern to turn interns into doctors. 
The system is simple, positive and 
practical.

Prerecorded videocas­
settes of surgical pro­
cedure can bring 
interns close-up / 
to the techniques / 
they need to learn. 
Interns can view /ZJT
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ZIMBABWE

for better building practice

London.
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KWSey pvc 
^mintage Systems

•outed 
ks are in 
roblems

Marley pipes are tough ar 
economical. With a wide

Victoria Zukor, 
Kaduna, Nigeria.

ind durable Easy to rnstal and far more
3 range of fittings to satisfy any installation.

Marley plumbing components also produce maximum self-cleansing 
flow in the drain and improved hydraulic performance.

And what's more. Marley provide a before and after-sales service, 
offering design and Technical Assistance.
Price for W.C. Connector from N5.00

Contact us:
Special Products Division, The West African Portland Cement Co. 
Ltd., 25, Boyle Street, P.O. Box 1001, Lagos. Telephone 26151/4 
24458. Telex 21299

I have noticed for some 
time past, one or two of your 
Associate Editorshave quiet­
ly withdrawn from the scene. 
My view on this subject, 
based on a candid personal 
research, show that Lindsay 
Barret, as I know him today 
is now with either the Sun­
day Times or N.B.C. 2, by 
sheer human migratory patt-

| it upon 
only the 
the 
movement - in 
but in the proc 

. recent Angola 
Bishop Abe 

and Rev. Sithole are still 
very much around. Despite 
their non-recognition, they 
continue to command a lot u'
of home support. Although 
it is generally agreed that 
both of them can not succeed 
if they decide on their own 
to work out a consensus 
with Rebel Ian Smith, they 
are still forces to be put 
into consideration or else 
we will soon have another 
Angola in our hands.

The setting is the same. 
Prior to independence Unita, 
FNLA and MPLA were all 
involved in the Liberation 
struggle although Augustinho

Your August Editorial 
titled "The Horn of Africa' 
made quite an interesting 
reading. The puzzle really 
remains the OAU. But this 
jigsaw is only evident in the 
Ethiopia/Somalia conflict.

Is the OAU still existing? 
What was its reply to the 
murder of Steve Biko? What 
did it have to say to Presi­
dent Kaunda for taking the 
rest of the frontline states 
on a ride to the Rebel en­
clave? Dining and Chatting 
with the Rebel himself—Ian 
Smith? etc,... etc,.. .etc.

So you see the questions 
are far too many yet no one 

i is able to find the answers.
Chairmen go Chairmen come 
year in year out. Chief 
Clerks (Secretary Generals) 
come and go but like puzzle 
remaining the same. There 
is one answer though. OAU 
is dying!

Anthony Mbua, 
Accra, Ghana.

And now for the first time, Marley the internationally repv 
makers of the best Drainage pipes and Sanitary pipeworks 
Nigeria to take care of all your plumbing and drainage proi

It appears we don't see 
what is about to happen in 
Zimbabwe. The Organisation 

I of African Unity has taken 
i itself to recognise 
le Patriotic Front as 

legitimate liberation 
Zimbabwe; 

icess forgot the 
3 experience, 
bel Muzorewa

Neto's MPLA had the appa­
rent edge. Nothing but a 
Civil war was able to resolve 
who will rule. Even then, 
today Neto's Control is not 
without some cracks.

•If we do not see the 
hand writings on the wall, 
Zimbabwe will follow in the 
same pattern if not worse!

When your columnist 
HENRY ATENAGA, asked 
the question: Isn't this ex­
ploitation? in May's Question 
Mark, I don't think he ex­
pected to be taken seriously. 
What is new in a company 
investing 6 per cent of its 
assets in Africa and getting 
14 per cent of its total 
income in return from there? 
I don't see anything new 
because practically every 
foreign company doing busi­
ness in Africa gets that per­
centage if not more. In 
view of this I wonder why 
he decided to single out that 
particular company.

I agree with the Chairman 
of the Company when he 
said "It is absolutely wrong 
in principle that a company 
should be made to repatriate 
dividends from places which 
need the money for develop­
ment.” But I will like to 
ask and others in the league: 
Why do what you know is 
wrong?
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involvement in the attempt 
to overthrow Eyadema.

j a special 
is month.

still
i an

Kofi Agei, 
Accra. Ghana.

If
3 2
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I
g
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lid, you 
e; is not 
gazine.

■ years I have 
Canada and 

1st concluded

our poor Africa is 
th new friends of

In like manner, 
lasses without our 
arand new ener

imprint 
any of his articles 

published is simply 
ing things up for me 

people" instead of 
j them. You would 
■t it is the "people" 

that matter. Let's have more 
of Lindsay's articles for the 
enlightenment and emanci­
pation of the Blackman.

Max Uwa, 
Lagos.

5.8 
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hr 
ml 
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ern. In fact he has endeered 
himself to many Afriscope 
readers who read his article 
last (or so to say) in the 
January issue of 1977. He 
could be likened to Wole 
Soyinka, for his frankness 
the way he talks about the 
past and present, which are 
born out of original spirit 
and naturality.

Therefore the inclusion 
of his name in the 
without any of his 
being i 
muddlir _ 
and "our p 
improving 1 
realise that

Daily o 
faced wit! 
affluence, 
no day pas 
having a brand new enemy 
in the name of a friend. 
Put simply, I will say point 
for me a friend of Africa and 
I will show you an enemy.

So where many might be 
surprised to hear of the 
recent Canadian involvement 
in a coup attempt in Togo, 
I am not. For ‘ ‘ 
been watching 
at a point I almos 
that the central core of her 
foreign policy is her over­
whelming determination to 
prove to the whole world 
that being near a super power 
doesn't make one a weakling.

She doles out aid as fast 
as the United States does (in 
a way this is not bad) but I 
think competing with CIA 
is going a bit too far as far 
as her show of influence is 
concerned. It is from this 
viewpoint I quarrel with her

Lindsay Barret is i 
very much with us as 
Associate Editor.1SJ! 

hi 
iS I 
ifi;

i 

i is1
i

It's rather unfortunate 
that Afriscope in my opinion, 
has become a foreign owned 
paper. If not, how else do 
one explain your silence with 
regards to the Lagos Inter­
national Trade Fair taking 
place in November?

I have been watching out 
for an article or two in Afris­
cope on this important fair 
without success. The sum 
total of which is lack of 
materials to wet my appetite 
as far as this fair is concern­
ed.

For example, who and 
who are taking part? How 
much has been spent so far 
on this project? What are 
the progress reports? What 
impact will the fair have on 
the Nigerian economy anc 
Africa as a whole? These 
and many other issues are 
confusing questions I have 
been expecting Afriscope to 
answer if really it is still 
an international Magazine 
owned and published by 
Nigerians.

Solomon Oyibusa, 
Benin City.

Editor's Note:
Solomon, I am afraid 

are wrong. Afriscope. i 
a foreign owned Mags 
However, as for the trade 
fair, we are running 
supplement on it this



Beauty in the home at a new low price!
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really do give true beauty in the 
house at an amazingly low price.
After you’ve done one room with 
Dunlop Semtex tiles,you'll like it so 
much... you'll probably want to do 
the whole house!

143.70 per sq. metre retail price.

(n>DUNLOP
SEMTEX

Perhaps you’ve been meaning to do 
something about a room in your 
house, but you're afraid it will cost 
you the earth.
Then how about a floor that looks 
like marble, comes in a dozen 
delightful colours, never needs 
polishing, wipes clean with a cloth, 
lasts almost for ever... and yet isn't 
expensive?
A dream? Not now. Dunlop's new 
Semtex vinyl asbestos floor tiles

Dunlop Semtex Tiles... The Best!
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For further inlornution. tee your tri»cl »xent or Frhmpun Airhnev.

... has East/West Africa connections \ 
4 times a week backed by 16 years \ 
experience. Plus more than daily flights \ 
to Europe with 30 years experience. \ 
Plus a natural hospitality with centuries 1 
of experience. It all adds up.

ETHIOPIAN 
AIRLINES

Addis Ababa - a traditional gateway of Africa
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POLITICS
One of the crimes—besides birth 

control excesses—that cost Indira 
Gandhi the last elections was her con­
tact with USSR.

Settled in offic°
Morarji Desai hasquie 
with the devil. Ant 
old enthusiast host

This oolitics.
HIDE AND SEEK

puts at 50 the 
trtheid activists 
■ of the ban on

A BIZZARE STORY
This time, the source is a person 

not a dream.
Giving details of yet another plot 

against his regime. President Amin 
claims that the plan is master-minded 
by Britain in return for a reward to 
rule Uganda for 25 ye« 
res of the agreement in 
sion of R< 
Palestine 
sy, and < 
Israelis.

General Amin and General Bokassa 
—when?

Instead this 
:hing space. 
US veto of 

jo on South Africa, Afro- 
ilationship needs a new 

irter steps down on

THE CLAMP DOWN
Official statement i 

number of anti-apar 
arrested in the wake 
The World.

We know that in the last few months 
an average of one detainee is tortured 
to death by South African police.

Will the most recent batch of detain­
ees ever see the light of day—alive?

As everybody knows, after dealing 
with Ethiopia, irredentist Somalia's 
will pounce on Kenya.

One therefore believes the recent 
allegation by President Jomo Kenyatta 
that Somali^ still harbours territorial 
claims on parts of Kenya and according 
to the Kenyan President, "It is surpris­
ing to learn ten years after the official 
end of hostilities between Kenyan 
forces and Somalian forces that maps 
are circulating in Somalia which lay 
false claims on Kenyan territory."

By the same token, no one should 
believe the answer by Somali Minister 
of Mines, Hussein Qasm that "there is 
a problem between the countries which 
can be solved peacefully in spirit of 
brotherhood."

No problem exists between Somalia 
and her neighbours, if Somalia and her 
Arab financiers abide by OAU's Charter 
provisions on territorial integrity.

One must continue to warn: if 
Somalia succeeds in Ethiopia, she will 
be lighting a bush fire that will engulf 
the whole of independent Black Africa.

ice, the new premier 
juietly resumed dinner 

id the devil is same

ALMIGHTY BILL
That's the bill that turned a Presi­

dent's MUST to MAYBE. Some weeks 
ago no one doubted the coming of 
President Carter to Nigeria Nov. 25th 
was a date but it is no more.

Mr. Human Rights had to postpone 
the tour till "sometime after Christmas" 
because his energy bill is having a 
rough time in the Congress. He wants 
to be around to pick up the pieces.

Well nobody is crying, 
is a most welcome breathir 
No doubt, after the recent L 
total embargo 
American rel< 
face lift before Car 
the African Soil.

jars! Other featu 
agreement include the expul- 

lussians, Chinese, Arabs and 
ians, reopening of Israeli embas- 
administration of the army by

ADVICE
The apparent impotence of the 

Carter administration in dealing with 
apartheid South Africa is evident in a 
recent incident. There was on October 
19, a serious clamp down-to some of 
us, infact a routine clamp down—on 
the critics of the apartheid regime by 
Vorster. ' In response. Carter had to 
recall his Ambassador all the long way 
from South Africa just to ask for 
advice on what to do. On the other 
hand, Vorster'sconfidence is increasing. 
Referring to Carter's threat to review 
USA-South African relations, he arro­
gantly let it be known that "That is 
Mr. Carter's business if he so wishes. 
As far as I am concerned, I am not 
interested."

Did the American President require 
his man on the spot to advise him on 
how to react to the calmp down? No. 
if he must deal with the South African 
problem on such piecemeal 'micro' 
basis, all he should have done was to 
close down the information centres of 
the apartheid network in U.S.

One hopes that all these responses 
—incidentally soon after General Oba­
sanjo's visit and the obvious futility 
of the exercise are not intended to 
impress Africa that the Carter Adminis­
tration is doing its best. We know that j 
the best of the administration should 
be in more fundamental direction.

US it got the attention it deserved. It 
read:

"Nigerian Students here are confu­
sed, worried and upset Positions 
offered them here by the Federal 
Overseas recruitment committee are 
denied them upon return to Nigeria."

To back up their claim the students 
asked for the investigation of the case 
of one Dr. Peter Ezeocha.

Of course they got a quick reply. 
"400 Nigerians offered various appoint­
ments have refused to come home" 
declared the Deputy Chairman of the 
Federal Public Service Commission.” 
Most disturbing that most of them 
have already collected return-home 
tickets from the embassy there."

So the case has been made for a 
Hide and Seek game. But dare we 
ask, where is the referee-Mr. Cons­
cience?
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NELSON books give sound education
HIIW Thomas Nelson (Nigeria) Limited. Bllupoiu By-pass.PM B1303,lke|a.Lagos Tet 31452

^Nelson 
books

fc>r*
Nigeria

Nelson Business Publications 
have been building effective 
managers for many years.
In Marketing, Finance Administration 
and related subjects written by 
experts.
That is why Nelson have a world wide 
reputation as builders of successful 
managers.II

Thomas Nelson (Nigeria) 
Limited have been 
publishing educational 
books specially for 
Nigeria for many years. 
Over this period we have 
continued to gain the 
trust and confidence of 
Government and educational 
authorities throughout 
the Federation.
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Left: Uganda's Marshall Amin and Right: Presidents' Nyerere and Konya's Kenyatta: Gone are the EAC days!

:nya.
fully

ther

AFRISCOPE OCTOBER, 1977 9

EAST AFRICAN COMMUNITY:

DEATH OF AN IDEAL
there shall be accelerated, harmonious, 
and balanced development and sustained 
expansion of the economic activities, 
the profits whereof shall be equitably 
shared."

It is,It is, then, the attempts at carrying 
out this to the letter and spirit that has 
brought about the death of the EAC. 
In accordance with the Philip Com­
mission repc 
Community 
were mov< 
Salaam, res 
Posts and

“oort, the headquarters of the 
iity and Harbours Corporation 
>ved to Arusha and Dar-es- 
jspectively, in Tanzania. The 

____ __  1 Telecommunications, not­
withstanding the fact that some 70 per 
cent of its assets were in Kenya, was 
moved to Kampala, while Kenya retain­
ed only the East African Airways and 
East African Railways.

In trying to make the Common 
Market common enough by a process 
of balanced industrial development, 
Kenya showed a resistance which, 
according to Tanzania, led her to regard 
the Treaty as a mere piece of paper and 
not as an agreement. Though agreed 
upon, Kenya argued, the process was 
inimical to her development.
Breakdown •

The situation reached alarming pro­
portions in 1974 when numerous char­
ges, mainly from Tanzania, were levelled 
at Kenya. Kenya was accused of 
unlawfully opening two secret bank 
accounts with a total of Shs.113 million 
(about £8 million sterling) belonging 
to the Railways and Harbours corpora­
tions, and of closing the rail link with 
Tanzania thereby cutting off all loco­
motives and waggons from the central 
repair workshop in Nairobi.

The major event in 1975 was the 
unilateral grounding by Kenya, at Kisu- 
mu, of six jointly-owned marine vessels

amounted to Shs.3,987 million (about 
£275 million sterling), while Tanzania 
exported to those countries goods 
worth Shs.1,629 million (about £112 
million sterling). The gravitation of 
industry and common services head­
quarters to Kenya also contributed to 
massive capital investment in the coun­
try. For example, up until 1967, all 
development work regarding harbours 

. was carried out at Mombasa in Kenya 
while the other East African ports of 
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanga, and Mtwara in 
Tanzania were neither developed nor 
provided with proper and adequate 
facilities to handle cargo. The position­
ing of the headquarters of all institu­
tions in Kenya meant that recruitment, 
too, in the EACSO and its corporations 
had some bias.

A Remedial Attempt
The awareness of these differentials 

by Tanzania and Uganda led to the 
appointment of the Philip Commission, 
which produced the Treaty for East 
African Cooperation converting the 
EACSO into the East African Com­
munity on December 1, 1967.

The Treaty emphasised that in order 
for the Common Market to be really 
common, it was imperative to bridge the 
gap existing between partner states in 
matters of industrial and trading rela­
tions. Article II of the Treaty spells 
out the aims of the Community as the 
"strengthening and regulation of indus­
trial, commercial, and other relations 
of the Partner States to the end that

By A Correspondent

Each of the three partner states in 
the East African Community (EAC) 
-Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda-is now 
busy setting up national or private 
institutions to carry on with the services 
which used to be provided in common 
by the now defunct EAC.

Tanzania has, for instance, already 
created the Tanzania Harbours Autho­
rity to administer the country's ports, 
and the Tanzania Railways Authority 
is taking over the assets of East African 
Railways. East African Airways has 
been replaced by Kenya Airways, the 
Uganda National Airline, and Air Tan­
zania.

However, the three countries do 
not appear to know as yet how to break 
up the important joint postal services, 
which continue to function as an East 
African institution, although nationals 
serve in their own countries.

A study of the Community's death 
from the Tanzanian point of view leads 
one to discern signs of its destiny 
several years before its inception in 
December 1967. In the early 1960 
both Tanzania and Uganda began to 
believe that the then East African 
Common Services Organisation (EAC­
SO), successor to the colonial East 
African High Commission and the pre­
decessor of the East African Com­
munity, was not geared to developing 

em, but Kenya.
Between 1964 and 1975, imports 

from Kenya and Uganda to Tanzania
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An East African Airways plane: Death of an ideal.

EGYPT:

MAKING THE
SAHARA BLOOM
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This 
the fina

the border with Kenya, 
j the Harbours Head-

By A Correspondent
Egypt is planning to 

undergroi 
beneath 
food pr 
ing desert cities.

The Egyptian dream of self-sustaining 
cities in the Western Desert, surrounded 
by farms and greenery, has taken a giant

step towards reality with the discovery 
of a huge subterranean reservoir of 
water under the parched earth.

Hydrologists who conducted an 18- 
month survey confirmed what had been 
widely suspected—and hoped—here; 
that Egypt "floats" on water. Estimates 
are that at least 686 million cubic metres 
of water can be tapped annually for an

used in the Lake Victoria ports of the 
three countries. No replacement has 
been made by the seriously-affected 
Tanzania, but three new vessels are 
being built in Belgium on order. The 
first one is due for commissioning on 
the lake before the end of the year. 
Meanwhile, the six vessels at Kisumu 
are said in Tanzania to be used mainly 
as night clubs or pleasure boats.

Last year, 1976, Kenya abolished 
the headquarters of the East African 
Railways, and expelled dozens of Tan­
zanians from various community cor­
porations as well as restricting most of 
the remaining from carrying out certain 
duties "for security reasons."

s year will be remembered as 
tai year of the life of the Com­

munity. Kenya grounded the EAA in 
January, and expelled all Tanzanians 
and Ugandan workers. Tanzania re­

acted by closing tl 
and also closed 
quarters in Dar-es-Salaam.

As Tanzania's President Nyerere said 
recently duting a visit to Canada, if 
there is going to be a Community here 
again it will have to be a fresh start, for 
the present will never be the same again.

Although the 35 million citizens of 
East Africa have to endure mournfully 
the demise of their once shining exam­
ple of regional co-operation in Africa, 
its fate has at least relieved them from 
the noisy mud-slinging charges and 
counter-charges between the partner 
states, especially after Field Marshal Idl 
Amin overthrew Dr. Milton Obote 
from power in 1971.

"Each country can now at last 
mind her own business quietly," one 
commoner commented recently as 
Ugandan workers for the Community 
were asked to return home immediately.

exploit the vast 
»und water reservoir that lies 
the Sahara Desert to boost 

iroduction and even create thriv-

— 
indefinite period, because the aquifer , 
is constantly replenished by seepaci 
from the River Nile.

Sources say that the water islov/m 
salt content. The findings confirm th: 
suggestion last year by an Egyptian 
expert. Dr. Mohammed Kassas, Profes-’ 
sor of Plant Ecology at the University1 
of Cairo, that there was water under 
Egypt. Speaking at a seminar m London 
on "Desertification and World Climate" 
he said he believed that a huge aquifer 
lay under the whole of the Sahara 
Desert. Properly exploited, he said, 
it could be used to turn the Sahara, 

the world's largest desert green.
Dr. Kassas said that he thought the 

aquifer was divided into five basins 
one of them being the nubian sandstore 
basin under Egypt, Libya, Chad and 
Sudan-all countries with severe desert 
encroachment problems.

Already, in Libya, the undergrade 
water is being tapped in one scheme 
where massive circular fields are be>rg 
ploughed out «of the desert with ths 
help of water pumped up from the 
aquifer. The water could create a 
significant transformation in otter 
countries under whicn the aquifer ex­
tends: Chad, one of the Sahel nation 
hit by drought and famine; Sudan 
which has enormous agricultural expar 
sion projects lined up to makejt tte 
Arab world's "bread basket, rd

J Of Egypt's total land area. 96 per 

cent is desert, and agriculture when 
accounts for half the workforce, ha 
traditionally been concentrated in the 
narrow strip of fertile soil on either bank 
of the Nile. Irrigation schemes using 
the most modern techniques are being 
stepped up, and one USS400,000 feasi­
bility study at Wadi El Natruniscur 
rently taking place involving British 
and American firms.

At Wadi El Natrun, water has been 
pumped up from the aquifer and it is 
thought that a large range of cropscan 
be grown in the area using extensive 
irrigation. Such schemes bring nearer 
to fruition the blue print which has 
been put forward by Egypt's President 
Anwar Sadat to build a dozen cities in 
the desert, surrounded by farms to 
make them completely self-sufficient in 
food. The water for these communities 
would come from the aquifer, about 
5,000 feet below. The estimated cost 
of the scheme is around US$12,000 
million.

The need for action is pressing. 
Recent satellite photographs showed 
that the sands of the Western Desert, 
approach Egyptian farmland at the 
rate of up to eight miles a year. Dr
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The desert (top) and the bloom: Matter of 
time.
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Sudan's President NimeirY and Egypt's Anwar Sadat: together they float on water resent

i most 
ung is not done.
', there is or
A cropland f

the Nile and 
African"green 

Morocco

areas are poultry and oranges—by last 
year the annual output of oranges and 
tangerines had reached one million 
tons, and groves are being established 
over wide tracts of the Western Desert.

Egyptian agricultural output has 
increased at an average annual rate of 
2.5 per cent between 1968 and 1976. 
However, over that time it is estimated 
that the land lost to agriculture has 
not been regained by the amount of 
land irrigated or reclaimed from the 
desert. Schemes include anti-desertifi­
cation projects along 
plans to create a North ____
belt" of trees and shrubs from

to Cairo to hold back the 
sands. However, in a pap< 
beginning of the year. Dr. Ka 
"Egypt used up all possible resouy 
to expand agricultural land during 
last 25 years. However, the net resw 
in the cultivated land of Egypt tc>~ 
is, at best, the same area as it was l 

years ago."
The development of the huge resei 

voir under the desert is the countiy 
best hope of breaking out of the vicou 
circle of desertification and of « 
making part of the north African deset 
the "granary of the world" it was i 
Roman times.

Farouk Baz, the Egyptian-born research 
director of the Smithsonian Institution's 
Air and Space Museum in Washington, 
has warned that a massive moving sea of ‘ 
sand could overwhelm the Nile Delta 
-Egypt's most fertile area-in 20 years 
if somethi— :----- * —

Today, there is only one-seventh of 
an acre of cropland for each of Egypt's 
36 million people, compared to one 
acre each 60 years ago. Each year the 
desert and the sprawling cities which 
grow unabated with the drift from the 
land take more. Cairo, the capital, is 
one of the world's largest cities, with 
nine million inhabitants, nearly'three 
times as big as 15 years ago. Nearly 
half the Egyptians live in towns and 
cities.

Lost farmland, a declining rural 
population, yet an ever-increasing de­
mand for food from the bursting cities, 
these are the social and economic prob­
lems Egypt's planners hope to solve by 
using the underground water to turn 
large areas of the desert green.

A Bright Future
The way ahead is already bei 

shown by the country's farmers, w 
are increasing food production on sh­
rinking acreages, mainly by the increa­
sing use of high-yield crop carieties. 
Trie wheat crop has been increased by 
use of Mexican varieties—although 
wheat must still be imported, to meet 
demand from the cities. Other growth
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It takes more than land clearing

CATERPILLAR

to turn the land to crops.
Ot takes a plan.

Clearing the land. The first practical step in 
turning brush to crops; jungle to pasture. But land 
clearing alone will not ensure a successful 
agricultural programme.

The land may also have to be formed, drained- 
or. irrigated. Proper tillage is essential. Provision 
may be needed for fertilizers and pesticides. For 
storing the crop, and moving it to market.

Success is dependent on a total plan...a plan 
tailored to the land, covering every phase of food 
development and transportation. Each country is 
different Each situation has its own requirements.

For subtropical land clearing, crawler drawn 
chains may be best; for heavy jungle, specialised

implements. Methods must be matched to the land 
and the results desired. Land clearing is important 
but it is only part of a plan.

Every phase of food development requires wise 
decisions that best utilise men and machines.

Our experience may be helpful. The machines 
and engines we build play a key role in the success 
of many projects throughout the world. Want to 
know more about the subject?

Write for our booklet “The Essentials of 
Agricultural Development”, Caterpillar Overseas, 
P.O. Box 408, Devad, 1211 Geneva 3, Switzerland.

Or pick up __
a copy from 
your Caterpillar
D ealer. Caterpillar Cat and O .re Trademarks ol Caterpillar Tractor Co.



Spare parts available throughout Nigeria.

Suzuki

t \,?ike ekwtiees. Jq\h SuzuV i tamily.

*«>.<» ciw 
*115110 CT25O

tjf
X “’'-‘“"Mui p,on)M

.....—

St ^iaF-^g=? ^s!*™bled *nd

I Boulos Enterprise Ltd.
I Tel: L*8oa 23240,52G4'
| SUZUKI [°X val‘g M31l>.'



Panorama

GAMBIA:

FORECAST ANO
REALITY

President Jawara: Some plans; Some realities.

Gambia crop: 1965-66 to 1976-77
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THE GAMBIA PRODUCE MARKETING BOARD 
GROUNDNUT PURCHASES

In Gambia's first five-year National 
Development Plan (1975-1980) launch­
ed in June 1975, Marketed Export 
cash Crops is expected to grow at the 
rate of 45 per cent through the Plan 
period. By then Groundnut produc­
tion, which a reached new peak of 
137,000 tonnes by 1974, was expected 
to increase father to 140,000 by the 
end of 1975 harvest. But this was 
not to be an .he Government found 
itself hoping • 137,160 tonnes in the 
1976/77 se;.

Then aga • 
was appare 
Climatic Co- 
were lackir 
125,879 tor 
estimate, v. 
still left int 
that all ma

mark. The rationale behind this was 
the Plan's Commitment to 150 per cent 
increase in Development Expenditure 
by 1980. And the one development 
which checked the full effect of this 
increased Government credit on Infla­
tion was the National Development 
Levy's introduced early this year.

Aimed at increasing domestic contri­
bution towards the plan's realisation, 
Civil Servants were asked and paid 10 
per cent of the basic salary into the 
Development fund in January. The 
Private Sector started to contribute its 
share as from February at the rate of 
D25 for Shopkeepers and Hotel owners 
and D10 for taxi drivers, Vendors etc. 
among other divisional flat rates.

Indigenisation is the one area where 
modest achievements have been record­
ed without backfires. Co-operative 
Share of groundnut trading increased 
from March 76's 41 per cent to 44 per 
cent at the end of this year's first 
quarter. In like manner, 31 per cent of 
declared purchased handled by Expa-

of the incentive objective, increased 
income for farmers brought in its wake 
other problems which has made many 
observers wonder it was worthwhile 
after all.

Because of the higher prices, licensed 
buyers now required higher working 
capital to meet their needs and hence 
turned to the Commercial Banks for 
loans. Total Bank advances dancing to 
this tone, reached a record peak of 
D86.89 million in January this year 
and even the D62.54 million recorded 
by March was still 35 per cent higher 
than the D46.02 million clocked in 
March last year.

Naturally, domestic Credit Expan­
sion adds fuel to inflation rate and the 
Central Bank found itself "intensifying 
its efforts to restrict refinance facilities 
to economically justified limits." Th­
roughout, the first quarter of this year 
the Bank's Advances to Commercial 
Banks was kept below last year's 
amounts. By March it stood at D22m 
compared to D28m recorded in March 
and December last year. Inflation rate 
still hovered round 13 per cent although 
considerably lower than year-to-year 20 
per cent recorded in the past.

But where logic demanded this pipe 
down on the part of the Central Bank, 
it, however, continued to increase credit 
to Government. From D200,000 in 
March 1976, Government Credit grew 
to D7.94m a year later and even at one 
time (February) it topped D10 million

The effort (bottom left) and the Projected result (bottom right): 45 per cent growth rate?

'■y March this year it 
.it, despite favourable 
ns, declared purchases 
behind this figure at 
As a result, the year's 
by last year end was 
j doubt with the hope 

work out well, was 
revised down . . ds to 127,000 tonnes. 
More emba.:. ,.ag was the revelation 
that the 125 >79 tonnes purchased up 
to March v.. . 8 per cent below the 
figure recorded at the same time last 
year.

In the same development plan, the 
Government committed itself to ensur­
ing "diversification of rural cash crops 
incomes." As a result, last year, higher 
producer prices were announced for 
Groundnut producers in a bid to kill 
two birds with one stone to increase 
farmers' incomes and at the same time, 
offer incentives for increased produc­
tion. But apart from the non-realisation
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The very first bed to come complete - in a package! 
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Africa Now

PRETORIAS NUCLEAR
AMBITIONS

John Vorster addressing the Press: His eye is on the Atomic Bomb.

3 signed a 
>anies on 
t two nu-

states and i 
out the w<
South Africa plays a 
in all strategic f’ 
bloc. NATO strat

triate firms in 1976 will be, phased to 
21 per cent before this year is out.

More encouraging is the impact of 
improvement in Groundnut delivery 
system. By the same March this year, 
62 per cent of declared purchases by 
buying agents had been delivers' 
Gambia Produce Marketing 
)GMPB) for onward transmis 
mills and for exports. This comi 
favourably 
about the s 
to the short 
only 18,688

Thus, these particular countries render­
ed direct assistance to Pretoria in its 
acquisition of an a-bomb.

Nuclear ambitions of South Africa 
endanger botht eh independent African 

peace and stability through- 
/orld. For many years now 

prominent part 
plans of the NATO 

ategists claim that the 
Continued on Page 20 
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In February, Saudi Arabia, offered a 
S6.6 million loan for the Phase II of 
Gambia's only international Airport 
-the Yundum Airport project. This 
loan is about half of the total cost of 
the project and is repayable within 20 
years at 2 per cent interest with 5 years 
of grace.

Incidentally most observers view 
this five-year Plan as modest. To them, 
the D150 million total envisaged capital 
outlay is reasonable and free from 
prestige projects hence the availability 
of credits from abroad. Even the IMF. 
is presently engaged in discussions with 
Gambian Fiscal Authorities on the 
possibility of a stand-by arrangement 
and a Trust fund loan. But to your 
Correspondent, there remains a nagging 
question. Agreed Gambia is a very 
small Country, but can the five-year 
plan, as it is, really provide the 45 per 
cent growth rate in Cash Crops; diversi­
fy rural incomes vis-a-vis Urban incomes 
and increase Development Expenditure 
by 150 per cent? By 1980, it will be 
too late for reality to usefully answer 
this question.

the nuclear experiments of South Africa. 
For instance, a nuclear reactor at 
Walindaba utilises a process tested in 
nuclear research centres of Federal 
Germany. Pretoria's first experimental 
nuclear reactor was built with French 
assistance. Last year Pretoria 
contract with French comp, 
the construction of the first
clear power plants in South Africa.

By Sean McBride,
Former UN Commissioner for Namibia.

The world public most energetically 
opposes nuclear proliferation and it 
was greatly worried by the attempts of 
South Africa to acquire an a-bomb. 
Irrefutable facts show that South Africa 
has nearly completed the production of 
an atomic bomb and the preparations 
for testing it are underway. Pretoria's 
nuclear weapons will pose a threat to 
the security of African states and will 
lead to the further escalation of insta­
bility and tension in the south of 
Africa.

Certainly, South Africa would have 
never been able to develop its nuclear 
capacities to such an extent without 
foreign aid. It enjoyed almost all­
round assistance from the USA, FRG 
and France in thsi field. Pretoria 
launched its nuclear programme in the 
late 40s. after the nationalist oartv 

came to power. The nuclear programme 
and its implementation were supervised 
by the United States at the initial stage. 
Afterwards, Western Germany joined

performance (ups and downs in Ground­
nut dictate the tides of the economy), 
the Government is still goind ahead with 
efforts to ensure all ends well in 1980. 
Feelers sent abroad for finance are 
producing results expected to turn the 
scale.

In March, a D2.5m (£650,000) grant 
agreement was signed with the EEC fbr 
use in Agric. Credit. This is in addition, 
to D2.3m granted earlier for Agricultu­
ral Supplies and equipment. This was 
aimed at giving farmers in MacCarthy 
Island (the seat of rice production) 
and Upper River divisions the opportu­
nity to obtain seeds and Animal trac­
tion equipment in a bid to modernise 
operations. The Gambian News Bulle­
tin, in a optimistic report, was of the 
opinion that if this programme alone 
was successful, an annual surplus of 
5,000-90,000 tons of Groundnut and 
4,000 tons of rice and cereals will be 
recorded.

Construction and Maintenance of 
Feeder roads in isolated rural areas is 
also being given attention with a D6.75 
million grant from UN Sahel Office.

urchases by 
/ered to the

] Board 
ission to 

exports. This compares 
! with 55 per cent recorded 
same time in 1976. But due 
t performance in Production, 
38 tonnes of Shelled Ground- 

nut, and 5,657 tons of Groundnut Oil 
were exported between January-March 
this year. These compare unfavourably 
with 1976's first quarter 20,411 tonnes 
for Shelled groundnut, 6,050 tons for 
Groundnut Oil although favourably 
with 15,615 and 4,442 tons recorded 
for the respective products in 1975 
first quarter.

Efforts
However, although the short perfor­

mance in Groundnut production and 
Export is a microcosm of overall plan
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KLM now offers you 
DC10 service non-stop 
to the biggest tax-free 
shopping centre in Europe

KLM
“The reliable airline of those surprising Dutch.”

DC 10 Royal and Economy Class 

From 3rd April, 1977

LAGOS AMSIERDAM

AMSTERDAM- I AGOS

Tues & Sat 

Mon & I ri

Agent Airlink 
:1c Road 
cnns Stores

Special Economy Class Excursion Fares
From Lagos to Amsterdam, London etc. N 3 90.00 Stay m 
Europe between 14 and 35 days Not available between June 

1st and July 31st, 1977 To other destinations.
apply to your travel agent or to KLM

Ever}’ Tuesday and Saturday from 5th 
April, you can catch our new DC 10 
service to Schiphol airport Amsterdam. 
There, you’ll find the biggest tax-free 
shopping centre imaginable, plus quick, 
easy connections to all major European 
and North American destinations. Enjoy 
KLM comfort too, our first class is so 
good that it’s known as Royal Class! 
Fly reliable KLM, and enjoy your trip.

WARR1
General Sales f 
70 Warri-Sapek 
Opposite Lever 
PM B 1126 Tel 499
PORT-HARCOURT
Levcntis Stores
PO Box 899 Tel 21055

ENUGU
General Sales Agent
Chuben Travel Agency 
35a Ogui Road 
PM B 1184

•if 
KLM

Addresses

LAGOS 
15 Martins Street 
PMB 2237 Tel 25788/9/80
KANO
Airport Road 
PO Box 334 Tel 2276*7/8
KADUNA
Philips House 4 All Akilu Road 
PO Box 275 Tel 43521/2
IBADAN
General Sales Agent Airlink, 
2 Nat Akinyemi Way 
PO Box 273 Tel 61279

Dcp.

0950 1710

1210 1735
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(FOREIGN AID PROGRAMME)

BASIC QUALIFICATIONS:
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bureau for external aid for education 
OVERSEAS SCHOLARSHIPS 1978/79

> the Pretoria racists 
of the nuclear cons-

various 
Nigerian 

vhich

SECRETARY 
BUREAU FOR EXTERNAL AID. 

FEDERAL MINISTRY OF EDUCATION.

echmcal
in Mathema- 

ade Test 
at least

POLICY—It is the policy of the Government of the Federal Republic of Nigeria to 
accept scholarships outside Nigeria at institutions of higher education that will 
provide supplementary facilities to those available in this country and which will 
support the high-level manpower policy of the Federal Republic.

During the course of the year, scholarship offers are made to Nigeria by 
foreign Governments. All offers must as a matter of policy be made to the 
Government in the first instance through the Ministry of External Affairs which 
then passes them to the Bureau for External Aid for Education for evaluation and 
processing.
PIELDS:-ln support of this policy o 
at - (i) Post Graduate Level in all 
bi) Undergraduate level and ) in 
Im) Techmcal/Vocational level)

W. •». iKvyi, L 
non letter should be 
Oversea.

3. All completed application forms should be returned direct to The Secretary. 
Bureau for External Aid, P. M. B 12013, Lagos to arrive on or before December 
15th, 1977.

applicants for post-graduate scholarships must 
1 a first or a second-class Applicants who are 
must have completed at least two years post- 
in Nigeria. A working knowledge of the foreign

support of South Africa's defences a 
in the interests of the North Atlantic 
alliance. NATO will get a nuclear 
arsenal on the shores of the Indian 
and Atlantic oceans if South African 
becomes a nuclear power. Thus, the 
vital interests of the peoples of Africa. 
Asia and the Middle East will be in 

danger.

Western Framework
The A-bomb of South Africa should 

not be viewed separately from the Car 
ter administration's intentions to equip 
their armed forces with the neutron 
bomb and to supply this mass destruc­
tion weapon to US NATO allies. It has 
been proved that Western powersand 
NATO have made it possible for South 
Africa to nearly acquire and start the 
manufacture of nuclear weapons. No­
body can be 100 per cent certain that 
secrets of neutron bomb manufacture 
would not be shared with Pretoria. It 
is absolutely impossible to foretell the 
consequences of such a development

The reports on Pretoria's a-bomo 
coincided with the publication of a 
secret agreement between the Govern­
ment of Zaire and a West German firm, 
OTRAG, which tests and manufactures 
missiles. The agreement leased a vast 
part of the territory of Zaire to OTRAG 
till the year 2000. The firm may use 
this territory as it sees fit to launch 
rockets and missiles into atmosphere 
and outer space. So, Western Germany 
has got a right to set up a test ground 
in the heart of Africa. One should 
bear in mind that an A-bomb of Preto­
ria was developed with West German 
assistance. And it is quite possible 
that this test ground might be used by 
the Vorster regime for testing its atomic 
bomb and to step up ifs cooperation 
with Federal Germany in the field of 
rocketry, that is, to provide them with 
means of nuclear charges delivery.

It is outright madness to provide the 
racist regime with rockets and A-bombs. 
The Western assistance in this field is a 
crime against African nations.

The Vorster regime claims that its 
nuclear programme pursues peaceful 
purposes. But such claims can deceive 
no one. South Africa uses its war 
machine to suppress the liberation 
struggle of the peoples of Namibia 
and Zimbabwe and to attack neigh­
bouring independent African states. 
So. the nuclear ambitions of the Vorster 
regime and the Western connivance 
pose a threat t«> world peace and 
stability. Resolute measures should 
be taken to stop ~ 
now that details l. ....
piracy have become known to the 
world public.

• overseas scholarships are expected to be available 
II fields
in areas of priority as may be determined from 
time to time in consultation with the Manpower 
Board, and those for which local facilities are ■ 
inadequate. Generally, however, these are mainly 
courses in AGRICULTURE. ENGINEERING, 
METALLURGY. ARCHITECTURE, MEDICINE/ 
PUBLIC HEALTH, SCIENCE. MATHEMATICS. 
ECONOMICS, FOREIGN LANGUAGES.

UUALIFICATIONS:
POST-GRADUATE STUDENTS-AII ap-’ 
possess a good first degree, preferably am: 
Pre*ious recipients of foreign awards must 
qualification employment or practice in Ni 
Hninco °f ,he donor countrY ’S desirable. 
Y/T.E-H-GRADU ATE—All applicants for undergraduate dearee courses, must possess 
the HSC/GCE 'A' level, a Division One School Certificate, or GCE 'O' level in at least 
six subjects, including English and Mathematics. Preference would normally be given 
to candidates with HSC/GCE 'A' levels. In all cases, candidates must have principal 
evei.passes or at least 'credit passes' m subjects relevant to their fields.

VOCATIONAL/TECHNICAL COURSES-Applicants for Vocational/Tecu-~ 
ourses must possess at least a Grade III School Certificate with Credits in 
'cs- Physas, Chemistry and/or Biology. Candidates with City and Guilds, Trat 

aC ' HmSend s,m,lar qualifications must in addition show that they possess t 
Ph ^i Sch°01 Certificate with credits or their equivalents in Mathematics ant 

mCurren*ly enrolled in higher institutions in Nigeria should apply and sub- 
Tl.scro™ through their institutions for French—Language one-year-Aoroad and 

, ’afGRAD awards programmes at such a time as the Bureau will direct for each 
, Pr°9rammes. Except for the above, students already enrolled for degree, tech- 

ica and vocational co urses in Nigerian institutions are NOT expected to apply for 
scholarships tenable outside the country.
METHOD OF APPLICATION FOR APPLICATION FORMS:
1. Only those candidates who possess the basic qualifications as specified above 
should apply for application forms.
2 Applicants should state their post-primary or higher qualifications when forward­
ing etters requesting for application forms. The letter to be accompanied by a (5k) 
stamped self-addressed large envelope, marked "BEA-OSAF" at the left hand corner 
mould be mailed in another envelope (also marked BEA-OSAF) to The Secretary, 
State Scholarships Board. Ministry of Education in any of the following:

Enugu; Bauchi. Benin-City; Makurdi, Maiduguri; Calabar; Yola; Owerri; 
aduna; Kano; llonn; Broad Street Lagos, Minna; Abeokuta; Akure;

Ibadan, Jos. Port-Harcourt and Sokoto, or
to the Secretary, Bureau for External Aid, P.M B. 12013, No. 1. Nathaniel lyalla 
Street, S. W. Ikoyi, Lagos. For prospective applicants outside Nigeria, the applica- 

k- mailed to nearest N,gerian Embassy or Consulate Office



aw aa* m
AFRISCOPE OCTOBER, 1977 21

(gountmtrns ok ®oe move 
can rely on Fiat trucks.

Better trucks 
make better carriers.

anan
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i be proud of 
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Fiat VeicoliIndustrial/ can, 
its several decades of experit 
first purely Italian, then EurOj 
is now world wide covering the 
plete range of transport opera 
from long-haul to quarrying to c 
work This experience enables us 
give valuable help to countries whe, 
these operations are essential to the 
development of their economies

Here are the Fiat 170s en route from 
Milan to Teheran 5000 kilometres 
motorways and near impossiuia 
stretches of ice and mud And in the 
Turkish mountains, snow, high 
winds and-36°C! A tnp like this needs 
vehicles with unusual standards of 
safety and reliability like these Fiats, 
built by people with 75 years' ex­
perience

IVECO ■ the amalgamation of five 
esof great companies ■ FIAT, OM. LAN- 
sible CIA VEICOLI SPECIAL!. UNIC. MA- 

GIRUS-DEUTZ The pooling of their 
production resources, commercial 
expertise and service facilities. With 
50.000 people working in 13 plants, 
totalling 1,725,000 m‘. producing 
over 100,000 industrial vehicles with 
200 basic designs and 600 versions.
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Banking and Economic 
Development in Nigeria
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of the stock of money. In other words, 
by that year the commercial banks 
in the economy generated about half 
of the total money supply. In an 
economy that is plagued by inflationary 
tendencies resulting from bottlenecks 
such institutions become very impor­
tant in the scheme of things. Hence, 
although, in recent times, money supply 
has become a source of concern to the 
government in its efforts to stem the 
rate of inflation, no economy can 
expand without adequate purchasing 
power as reflected in the level of 
money supply.

The fact that the commercial banks 
create money and thereby encourage 
higher levels of transactions in the 
economy, makes them important ins­
truments of economic transformation 
of the country. Until quite recently, 
the economy has been characterised 
by a large part of unorganised and 
non-monetised sector. This meant that 
in the economy, there was a consider­
able part in the economy where tran­
sactions were still carried out through 
the exchange of goods and services. 
This was near a barter system of trade. 
In the recent past, there has been a 
rapid rate of monetisation in the eco­
nomy. This has been most desirable 
if there was to be the rapid economic 
transformation necessary for economic 
development which has been a cherished 
desire. By helping to encourage 
use of money in a large area of 
economy, commercial banks have infact 
helped to encourage rapid rate of 
specialisation and therefore the rapid 
rate of economic development and 
growth.

The history 
to early coIonia 
of large expal 
ed primarily 
the home 
markets.

/ of banking dates back 
ial period when branches 

?atriate banks were establish- 
ly to aid the trade between 
industries and the colonial 
The expatriate banks have 

continued to portray the same charac­
teristics for which they have been 
known since they were established. 
Despite the apparent disadvantages of 
their type of economic activities, their 
operations which encouraged the intro­
duction of foreign trade, and commerce 
can be regarded as the origin of the 
economic transformation and develop­

ment in Nigeria. By selling the agricul­
tural products from the rural areas in 
the country in the overseas markets, or 
at least as aids to such trade, the com­
mercial banks did create incentives for 
meaningful economic endeavours by 
the peop'- "ri----------- -------------
tives for 
no longer contended with pro 
for only self consumption. The 
tion of a surplus for the mar, 
the beginning of the entrep1 
talent which the country nec. 
rapid economic growth.

In keeping with the rapid rate of 
growth of the economy, different 
cialised financial institutions have t 
established within the economy, 
the early 1960s, the government nur­
tured the development of an Industrial 
Development Bank. This has been 
followed by the establishment of mer­
chant banks, an agricultural bank and a 
bank for commerce and Industry. These 
banks perform some specialised func­
tions of banking in the economy. The 
investment bank undertakes joint in­
vestment projects with government, 
private individuals and other inter­
national institutions. Such investments 
also are of very long time horizon. 
The merchant banks grant loans which 
also have a relatively longer time hori­
zon compared with the commercial 
banks. By the nature of the businesses 
they undertake, these new financial 
institutions which can also be described 
as banks, have contributed directly to 
medium and long-term investments in 
the economy. Helping to provide 
investment funds to prospective entre­
preneurs, the banks have contributed 
immensely to the growth of industria­
lisation without which economic growth 
and development in the economy would 
have been impossible.
Commercial Banks and 
Agricultural Development

Many observers hold the opinion 
that commercial banks have not helped 
the development of the agricultural 
sector in the economy. If it is consider­
ed in terms of loans and advances 
granted to farmers for actual production 
in the field, this opinion appears to be 
quite fair. But since their inception, 
banks have been known to have acted 
as agents for the purchase, and financed 
the actual buying of agricultural pro­
duce for the export market The 
economic advancement of the Nigeria 
rural population could be traced to 
this trade. In 1962 under a bill 
finance scheme, the produce marketing 
Boards obtained loans from the consor­
tia of commercial banks and acceptance 
houses. They drew bills on the Nigerian

In the usual every day knowledge, 
commercial banks are taken as institu­
tions where people make deposits, 
withdraw money previously deposited, 
and often approach for accommodation 
in times of some temporary financial 
difficulties. The importance of commer­
cial banks in the context of the national 
economy actually transcends this sim­
plistic analysis. Their importance to 
the economy lies in their ability to 
create and destroy money and their 
role in transforming the economy. 
They create and destroy money through 
the very process of their operations.

After saying this, one would accept 
the fact that the main functions of the 
commercial banks had been and conti­
nues to be the collection of money as 
deposits and making such money avail­
able to investors. When deposits are 
made, such money* are temporarily 
withdrawn from circulation and this is 
regarded as sterilisation of money. 
But it is common knowledge that no 
commercial bank collects mor 
way of deposits from the pub 
the mere purpose of accumulatinc 
As soon as the deposits are obtained 
part of them, depending on the pres­
criptions of law and convention, is 
usually granted as loans and advances 
to borrowers and interest charged on 
such borrowings. In doing this, the 
commercial banks help to expand the 
monetary base. Bank deposits are used 
for transactions and in this regard they 
became as good as currency.

In common economic parlance, 
money supply, that is the stock of 
money available in the economy for 
purposes of transacting business is 
composed of cash including currency 
notes with the public and also bank 
deposits. In a backward economy, the 
cash with the public usually constitutes 
a larger part of the volume of money 
but as such economies develop, the 
deposit component takes over as the 
major part. In Nigeria, the currency 
component has increased significantly 
in the recent past. In 1968, the deposit 
component was 46 per cent This 
compared with 34.6 per cent and 34.3 
per cent in 1967 and 1960 respectively. 
By the end of December, 1975 the 
deposit component was 50 per cent
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teed by the Central Bank of Nigeria. 
This removes the high risk inherent in 
the granting of loans to the rural sector

Althour 
that Nigeria

UBA
The Bank that Covers the World
linked with a global network of financial expertise. United Bank for Africa 

Limited through their overseas partners in France. Italy. U S. A. United Kingdom 
and in 70 other countries with UBA correspondents are at your service

United Bank for Africa Limited

Monte del Pa»chi di Siena. 
Piazza Salimbeni 
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Produce Marketing Company which in 
turn -discounted them with the com­
mercial banks and later the Central 
Bank rediscounted such bills. But this 
system did not last long and was 
abandoned in 1968.

The lack of proper direction of 
direct to the rural farmers in Nigeria 
has been traced to many factors which 
are economic, social and political in 
nature. These include the problems 
of inappropriate land tenure system, • 
the state of education of the farmers, 
the degree of development of agricul­
tural research and other advisory servi­
ces. Although it could now be said 

has gone far enough on

Commercial Banks and The Public 
Sector

Since the attainment of independen­
ce the country had been grappling with 
the problem of raising the standard of 
living of the people of the country. Thu 
entails the provision of services and 
infrastructures which in actual econo­
mic sense are not self liquidating Such 
items of expenditure do not really 
produce physical goods which are rea­
dily available for consumption. Such 
services and items of public expenditure 
include those on education, roads, 
health facilities and other similar items 
of expenditure. In the advanced or 
developed economies the governments 
could raise the funds for such expendi­
ture through direct and indirect taxes 
The majority of the people of Nigera 
are still poor and severtteen years after 
independence the situation has net 
improved.

In the desperate effort to getenou* 
funds to carry out the required develop­
ment projects, the government floats 
bonds. The main contributors to the 
scheme had been commercial banks 
and other financial or non-finandal 
institutions. In this way the commer­
cial Banks have assisted in providing 
funds to the public sector for financing 
the provision of infrastructures without 
which development would be impose 

^Initially, the government adopted a 
casual attitude towards commercial 
banking in the country and since there 
were no financial instruments in which 
these banks were to invest their surplus 
funds, large transfers were made by 
these banks to overseas centres. By 
1962, this state of affairs was stopped. 
In order that the government could 
borrow from the banking system, go­
vernment treasury bills were issued 
from time to time. The commercial 
banks in Nigeria has also been the 
major holders of such bills
Commercial Banks and 
Industrial Development

The pace of industrialisation is close­
ly tied to the expansion of banking 
activities in Nigeria. As we saw in ear­
lier pages commercial banks were 
established as branches of overseas banks 
and were primarily meant to aid the 
trading by these multinational corpora­
tions. These multinational corporations 
were the progenitors of all the industrial 
establishments in Nigeria. It is not 
gainsaying when reference is made to 
the fact that without the loans and

the question of farmer education, little 
has been done in respect of other 
constraints to further the expansion of 
banking facilities in the agricultural 
sector. For example, the land tenure 
system still constitutes a serious bottle­
neck to the rapid expansion of agricul­
ture. So long as the present state of 
the art of farming does not necessitate 
a change in the technology there is a 
limit to which bank credit can reach 
agriculture. In the desperate bid to 
hasten the pace of agricultural develop­
ment the government has recently 
introduced the agricultural credit sche­
me through which commercial bank 
credit to the farmers would be guaran-

United Kingdom
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ft was a small loan for Barclays 
tat it's meant a small fortune for us'

Barclays have confidence in their 
customers. Can you say the same for 
the bank you use today?

Barclays know that the right loan at the 
right time to the right people can mean 
the difference between success and 
failure. That’s why Barclays are prepared 
to help where well managed small 
businesses can put forward a sound case 
for financial help; a case that demonstrates 
the management ability to make sufficient 
profit to reward the investor after 
repaying the bank.
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Insurance and Nigeria’s 
Economic Growth

ranted to these businesses 
ial establishments by banks, 
epansion would have been 
attain.

of the indigenous 
iurge companies, 
/ foreign owned 
plant and equip- 

iditure on fixed

/ has aided 
)r an export­

goods to 
t Nigeria, 

I goods 
is no 
goods 

ination 
some third party 
The importer in

insurance industry has since its inception 
played this risk-absorbing role.

Insurance companies operate profit­
ably through the under-writing of risks, 
collecting premia and in a system based 
on the level of the risks involved. The 
premia must be adequate to pay for 
commissions to agents, and after meet­
ing other administrative expenses still 
make some profit The method of fixing 
insurance premia differ with different 
classes of insurance business and the 
nature of the risk which are to be 
covered.

The insurance industry 
foreign trade in Nigeria. For 
er in another country to allow c 
be sent to say an importer in 
it has to be convinced th'at the 
arrive safely and where there 
absolute confidence that such 
would be received at the destir 
and payments made, 
has to take the risk.
Nigeria is unlikely to undertake the 
trading if he is not also sure that the 
goods will be delivered in the condition 
he wants them. As our analysis shows 
the insurance companies have performed 
this essential service by covering the 
risks of trade in this direction.

The process of economic transforma­
tion in Nigeria could not have been

It is sometimes difficult to see the 
contribution of Insurance Companies 
to the economic development of Nige­
ria. Some people would even dispute 
that they have contributed anything to 
the national economic growth and have 
even coosidered the industry as a 
parasite in the scheme of things. Des­
pite this seemingly popular opinion, 
insurance companies have infact positi­
vely contributed to the economic deve­
lopment of Nigeria in several ways.

The importance of the Insurance 
Industry in Nigeria has come to be felt 
with the high rate of economic growth 
which the economy has experienced in 
recent years. The industry is simply 
a service one and is principally connect­
ed with the under-writing of risks 
which are insurable. The problem of 
risk becomes quite important when 
consideration is given to the different 
environments in which investments have 
to be made.

Most of the initial investments in 
Nigeria were carried out by expatriate 
multinational companies. There are 
also very many competing and safer 
countries for such investment funds of 
those companies. It was therefore 
desirable that these companies have 
some way of insuring the risks involved 
in carrying out the investments. The

advances gr< 
and Industrie 
industrial exp 
difficult to at

Commercial banks have been parti­
cularly essential for the sustenance of 
small scale business, as in which cate­
gory are the majority of 
enterprises. The larc 
which are invariably I 
have a great deal of p1 
ment. Their expenditure on fixed 
assets are relatively greater compared 
to expenditure on working capital. 
In this group of enterprises, the value 
of depreciation allowances constitute 
large proportion of their resources. 
But the small businesses are usually 
unable to raise adequate funds at rea­
sonable cost on even new issue markets. 
They therefore have to rely on the 
commercial banks for bank and trade 
credits. Although figures are not avail­
able for Nigeria, there is a large prolife­
ration of small businesses in Nigeria 
and the survival of these depend on 
the credits they obtain trom the com­
mercial banks.

Despite the tact that the commercial 
banks have contributed significantly 
to the economic growth of this country, 
it was discovered early enough that 
their previous control from abroad has 
created some inbuilt disadvantages. 
The government therefore has compul­
sorily indigenised some equity owner­
ship of these banks. Some of the 
short-comings of these expatriate bank 
were that they discriminated against 
indigenous customers. There were 
evidences that they had not adapted 
their operations to the conditions of 
the society. They had not, for example, 
on their own explored ways of increas­
ing the credit to the agricultural sector.

Since the indigenisation of the banks, 
there has been some dynamism in the 
various policies of these banks. They 
are more prepared to extend branches 
to the rural areas. This will hasten the 
rate of expansion of monetisation of 
the economy
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African Insurance 
Company Limited

We have-all the answers 
to your Insurance problems— 

may it be-Fire, Accident, 
Motor-Vehicle, Workmen's 

Compensations, Marine, 
Aviation, Transit and Life 

Insurance.

‘African Insurance for 
Planned Security’

also covers 
e personal 
liabilities.

wage employment could be 
1 by the insurance companies. 

, the life expectancy is rather short 
igeria and the expatriate insurance 

anies are reluctant to expand their 
»ss in this direction; however.

possible but for this important role 
the insurance companies have played. 
The commerce between the overseas 
countries and Nigeria have created the 
incentives in the economy and conse­
quently the growth of entrepreneural 
skill. By insuring the risks and there­
fore encouraging the trade which has 
generated economic growth in Nigeria, 
the insurance industry has helped the 
economy considerably.

/^Tns(4>< African Insurance Company Limited
Head Office: 134, Nnamdi Azikiwe Street, 

i<lJ|®3 dp °- b°x 274- Lag°s-
Telephone: 27544, 27545

< Branches at Enugu, Aba, Warri 
Agencies throughout Nigeria.

fmont of a lumi 
le event of dcu 

sight occur 
Disabilit” 

sicknesses can also be insured agair 
As an economy becomes more sophi 
cated people tend to abandon their 
usual way of making a living adopting 
to more alien and new ways of doing 
things. These include industrial em­
ployment with all the attendant risks. 
But for the coverage in the event of

are in \ 
accepted 
Also, 
in Nit 
compar 
business in this direction; 
there has been a definite upward surge 
in the life insurance business in recent 
years.

Insurance business has now permeat­
ed various sectors of the economy. They 
have in the past aided economic deve­
lopment of this country through offer­
ing cover to agricultural marketing 
and through this, as has been observed 
earlier, aided the rapid modernisation 
of the agricultural sector. Without the 
transformation of the agricultural sec­
tor no meaningful economic develop­
ment would have been possible. The 
import/export trade which is the life 
wire of the economy would have been 
impossible in its present level but for 
the role insurance companies has played.

loss of life, the attraction for the new 
employment would have been very 
slow to come by. The insurance com­
panies by covering risks of accident in 
places of work have helped to enhance 
the rate of acceptance or the new 
industrial order in Nigeria and thereby 
hasten the pace of economic develop­
ment and growth.

Life insurance business is first and 
foremost considered as a way of spread­
ing saving habit. One of the greatest 
bottlenecks to the rapid growth in 
developing economies like Nigeria, is 
that of inadequacy of saving. When a 
society consumes all that it earns, 
there would be no growth. In other 
words such .a society would become 
stagnant. In order that any economy 
could grow, it has to generate some 
saving so that with increased invest­
ment, future growth could be assured. 
Life insurance business had been quite 
small in the past compared to other 
forms of insurance businesses but they 
have been quite useful as avenues for 
saving.

This relatively small size, has been 
due to a number of factors which 
include the fact that only people who

More Investment Potential
While accepting the pioneering role 

which the insurance companies have 
played in the economy, for example by 
making funds they collect available to

Natural Disasters
Apart from covering risks, inherent 

in international commerce, there are 
other areas of economic activities within 
the economy which requires insurance 
businesses for their effective operations. 
Generally, insurance companies can be 
broadly categorised by the nature of 
risks which they cover. There are 
those insurance companies which under­
take risks against fire, accident, loss of 
profit, credit and finally marine risks. 
Fire insurance for example is usually 
taken to cover risks over assets. It has 
been known that investments in fixed 
assets are rather expensive and the 
returns are gradual. This means that it 
takes many years to recover the capital 
invested not to talk of the profit. 
Before such investments can be under­
taken, there should normally be some 
assurance that during the long period 
of repayment of the capital, there 
should be a fair chance that the asset 
will not be destroyed by fire or by 
other natural disaster. By undertaking 
to compensate the investor in the 
event of any such mishap, the insurance 
companies help investors to take quick 
decisions to invest. Investment in fixed 
assets in any economy is a sine qua 
non to economic development and 
growth. The amount of investment in 
fixed assets in a given period determines 
the rate of economic growth of any 
economy. Almost all fixed investments 
undertaken in Nigeria have been cover­
ed by an insurance policy.

Accident insurance policy als 
a series of risks which include 
accident, buglary, employers L 
motor cars, and fidelity guarantees. 
Personal accident policies unusually 
provide for the payment of a lump 
sum of money in the event of death, 
loss of limbs or eyesight cccuring 
through accidents etc. Disability by 

gainst.
listi-
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ance and the short life expectant 
The pattern of investment amt 
and non-life insurance compani. 
to be quite similar in Nigeria. He 
evidence still points to the fact 
non life companies have higher 
ence for high liquidity because 
frequency of their claims 
analysis Insurance companies have been 
assets to Nigeria and the indications 
are that their contribution will increase 
in the future.

result of the rapid expansion of the 
accumulated premia by insurance com­
panies, the share of the holdings of 
industrial securities by these companies 
have tremendously increased. In this 
regard, insurance companies, in addition 
to becoming important sources of 
investment funds to the government, 
are also rapidly becoming a definitely 
large source of capital to the industrial 
sector It is still known that the 
economic growth of Nigeria largely 
depends on industrialisation. In Nige­
ria, the majority of the small scale 
businesses do not float shares for 
public offers and most of them there­
fore depend largely on commercial 
banks for the working capital. To the 
extent that the insurance companies 
provide investable funds through 
acquisition of equity shares in I. 
companies, they are invariably only 
useful to the larger companies which 
are expatriate owned. But to the extent 
that they aid the major companies, the 
commercial banks would be more com 
fortable at helping the smaller ones.

In a developing economy like Nige­
ria it is almost taken for granted that 
capital is scarce. This fact has not been 
modified in any way by the discovery 
of oil m the country. Despite the 
petroleum boom, the majority of the 
people in the country are still poor, 
since savings are small or scarce, any 
institution which helps to generate 
savings would be highly helpful. Insur­
ance companies are seen as agents for 
accumulating funds which helps the 
development efforts of the government 
through their subscriptions to develop­
ment stocks and treasury bills and 
certificates.

Conclusion
Insurance companies which transact 

business in Nigeria have been in favour­
able position to collect funds as savings 
and ideally suited to extend loans for 
both medium and long-term investment 
outlets. In the country there are certain 
constraints to the rapid expansion of 
the life insurance business which conse­
quently has been at its infancy. The 
reasons for this are that there are many 
people who are not qualified for accept- 

icy.
long life 
lies seem 
lowever, 

that 
r prefer 
se of the

In the final

investors, they have pros 
investment potential to 
Insurance Companies, be they life, or 
non-life, seek avenues for investing the 
large reserves which they accumulate. 
They are required by law to provide 
for considerably huge reserves in order 
to meet customers liabilities in the 
event of failure. The profitable opera­
tions of their investments actually de­
pend on the receipts of income as long 
as it is consistent with the safety of the 
principal. Insurance premia are normal­
ly paid in advance and since the policy 
lasts for a relatively long period of time, 
at least a year, they have had more 
elbow chance to invest and make some 
profit out of these funds.

This is particularly pertinent in the 
case of life insurance companies which 
have to invest the reserves in fairly 
long term loans. Such long term loans 
could be in the form of government 
stocks, mortgages and equity shares in 
industrial companies. In Nigeria, the 
proportion of such investments in 
government securities is statutorily fixed 
at twenty-five per cent of their reserves. 
In 1967, before the Civil War and the 
subsequent economic boom, the total 
investment within Nigeria by the Insur­
ance companies was put at ^12.3 
million and most of this amount was 
held in the form of stock exchange 
securities.

In Nigeria, there has been a dearth 
of financial instruments as well as custo­
mers and this has staunted the growth 
of financial and capital markets in the 
country. The boost which these insur­
ance companies have given to the 
capital market is a great help to the 
orderly growth of the economy. The 
proceeds from the sale of government 
stocks in the stock exchange have 
helped in no small way to boost the 
investable funds of the government 

h the revenue from petroleum 
ic recent past helped to provide 

government, it has since 
these petro naira appear 
iary in character.
xchange was deliberately 

established by the government to en­
courage the growth of money and 
capital market for the economy. As 
has been noted earlier, the lack of 
money and capital markets had com­
pelled important financial institutions 
like insurance companies and com­
mercial banks to transfer their reserves 
to other overseas financial markets. 
The insurance (miscellaneous Provisions) 
Act of 1964 requires that all insurance 
companies operating in Nigeria should 
invest at least 40 per 
receipts from premium 
ance cessions within Nigeria.

Leadway Assurance Company Limi­
ted is an offspring of Gaskiya Insurance 
Brokers Company, Kaduna, which was 
formed in 1964. It was incorporated 
in 1970. It is a fully indigenous con­
cern with Alhaji Hassan Hadejia as its 
Chairman and Alhaji Hassan 0. Odukale 
as its Managing Director.

It is the only Insurance Company 
with its Head Office in Kaduna. It has 
on its payroll about 300 employees 
and operates from 33 branches spread 
all over the country. For the conveni­
ence of its numerous policy-holders, 
the function? of the Underwriting 
Department were decentralized by the 
issuing of certificates in many of its 
strategic branches.

The Company is noted for prompt 
settlement of genuine claims. In 1972 
for instance 138 claims were settled 
with 150,507.00 Naira; In 1973 285 
claims were settled with 244,701.27 
Naira; In 1974, 477 claims were settled I 
with 359,658.92 Naira; and in 1975, 
576 claims were settled with 632,665.82 
Naira. This has classed Leadway among 
the most reputable Insurance Compa­
nies in the state.

It underwrites all classes of Insurance I 
policies except Life. It offers policies 
for Motor and Personal Accident, I 

Risks, Fire (building and property), I 
Burglary and Housebreaking. Others I 
are workmen's compensation. Employ- • 
er's Liabilities, Goods and Cash m ' 
Transit.

The Company maintains overseas ; 
reinsurance with other insurance com­
panies through its overseas agent—the , 
Rowbotham (Reinsurance) ' <mited ' 
London.

Speaking to the Managing Director 
Alhaji Hassan Odukale, he said the 
company's progress is due to the ' 
quality of the services rendered to its , 
clients which is based on ABSOLUTE 
HONESTY and EFFICIENCY.
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06© and here’s how
Your house and property may accidentally go up 

in flames or your valuables, whatever they 
are, be stolen With an R E A.N FIRE 
and THEFT policy you don’t have to 
worry R E.A.N. secures your pro­
perty against these unfortunate events. 
Safeguards your interest and guarantees 
that you are well compensated Act now before
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anything happens! Take an R.E.A.N policy to cover your 
property. And don't forget, R E.A.N. is backed by nation 

wide’ experience, expertise and established 
record of prompt settlements. R.E.A.N has 
a reputation to protect. Insure your property 

with R.E A N - Still the First'
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The title of this year's Trade Fair in 
Nigeria —"The First Lagos International 
Trade Fair", does not suggest that it is the 
first time Nigeria is hosting a Trade Fair, 
neither does it suggest it is the first time a 
Trade Fair is being staged in Lagos

The organisers of the Fair, the Federal 
Ministry of Trade, had to explain that the 
title was in order to conform with 
international practice of naming such 
major Fairs after the cities in which they 
were held. It was also to facilitate the entry 
of this and subsequent Fairs in Nigeri.i into 
the Calender of the Union of International 
Fairs - an organisation which has consul­
tative status with the United Nations

In actual fact, this is the second 
International Trade Fair to be held in 
Nigeria The first was held at a site now 
known as Bonny Camp, Victoria Island, 
between October 27 to November 18. 
1962 The Fair was generally regarded as 
the best attended and the most successful 
at the time in Africa south of Sahara It

. - . . - - --- —-
The view of the fair structure from the only way in and out.

NIGERIA IN TRADE FAIRS
was believed to have yielded valuable Nigeria goods exhibitions and other fairs
foreign trade contracts, besides a substan- helped to underline the importance of fairs
tial amount of profit and foreign exchange. as indispensable instruments of commer- 

Two National Exhibitions had been cial publicity and trade expansion.
staged before then. One was before Dr. G. B. Leton had remarked recently 
independence in 1958 when Nigeria began in Lagos at the inaugural ceremony of the
to recognize the need for expanding the current Trade Fair Advisory Board that
scope of her trade fair activities. Accord- Trade Fairs serve to promote international
ing to sources, the success of the 1958 trade and the provision of up-to-date
Made-in-Nigena Exhibition spurred the information on technical and scientific
Federal Government in co-operation with discovery. This is expected to lead to
the then Regional Governments to orga- quicker transfer of technology. "For
mse a more elaborate exhibition in countries that have realised the effective-
October, 1960, as part of the mdepen ness of this technique of export promotion 
dence celebration. the gains from organising trade fairs and

Before and after the international technical exhibitions have been tremen-
Trade Fair of 1962, there had been a dous", he said,
number of other exhibition___ ______ ; ...
Nigeria, all of which are national in scope A tvx>-woy affair
There had always been Made-m-Nigeria Dr- Leton disagreed with the view that 
goods exhibitions designed to encourage Nigeria, like other developing countries, 
Nigerians to buy goods made in their own had nothing to exhibit and that staging 
country. It is also in pursuance of the Trade Fairs would only serve to promote 
Government's policy of expanding the the products of the advanced industrial 
base of Nigeria's trade and industry. countries.

The success of these earlier Made-in- He said trade fairs were a two-day
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wide’experience, expertise and established 
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a reputation to protect. Insure your property 
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in flames or your valuables, whatever they 
are, be stolen With an R E.A N. FIRE 
and THEFT policy you don't have to 
worry. R.E.A.N. secures your pro 
perty against these unfortunate events. 
Safeguards your interest and guarantees 
that you are well compensated
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A Correspondent

The title of this year's Trade Fair in 
Nigeria-"The First Lagos International 
Trade Fair", does not suggest that it is the 
first time Nigeria is hosting a Trade Fair, 
neither does it suggest it is the first time a 
Trade Fair is being staged in Lagos

The organisers of the Fair, the Federal 
Ministry of Trade, had to explain that the 
title was in order to conform with 
international practice of naming such 
major Fairs after the cities in which they 
were held It was also to facilitate the entry 
of this and subsequent Fairs in Nigeria into 
the Calender of the Union of lntcrnation.il 
Fairs-an organisation which has consul­
tative status with the United Nations.

In actual fact, this is the second 
International Trade Fair to be held in 
Nigeria. The first was held at a site now 
known as Bonny Camp, Victoria Island, 
between October 27 to November 18. 
1962. The Fair was generally regarded as 
the best attended and the most successful 
at the time in Africa south of Sahara It

was believed to have yielded valuable 
foreign trade contracts, besides a substan­
tial amount of profit and foreign exchange

Two National Exhibitions had been 
staged before then. One was before 
independence in 1958 when Nigeria began 
to recognize the need for expanding the 
scope of her trade fair activities. Accord­
ing to sources, the success of the 195” 
Made-in-Nigeria Exhibition spurred t..c 
Federal Government in co-operation with 
the then Regional Governments to orga­
nise a more elaborate exhibition 
October, 1960, as part of the indepen­
dence celebration.

Before and after the international 
Trade Fair of 1962, there had been a 
number of other exhibitions organised in 
Nigeria, all of which are national in scope 
There had always been Made-in-Nigeria 
goods exhibitions designed to encourage 
Nigerians to buy goods made in their own 
country. It is also in pursuance of the 
Government's policy of expanding the 
base of Nigeria's trade and industry

The success of these earlier Made-in-

Nigeria goods exhibitions and other 
helped to underline the important 
as indispensable instruments of ww,.„ 
cial publicity and trade expansion.

Dr. G. B. Leton had remarked recently 
in Lagos at the inaugural ceremony of the 
current Trade Fair Advisory Board that 
Trade Fairs serve to promote international 

958 trade and the provision of up-to-date
the information on technical and scientific

discovery. This is expected to lead to 
quicker transfer of technology. "For 
countries that have realised the effective­
ness of this technique of export promotion 
the gains from organising trade fairs and 
technical exhibitions have been tremen­
dous", he said.

A two-wey affair
Dr. Leton disagreed with the view that 

Nigeria, like other developing countries, 
had nothing to exhibit and that staging 
Trade Fairs would only serve to promote 
the products of ‘‘ 
countries.

He saic

■ ‘ -i'- i ‘ J '■ ■ ,j

lntcrnation.il
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affair and tha it was in the interest of 
developing countries to attract a<MKK 
countries to ex hibit their latest technok­
cal development. "The advantage of fc* 
a display is that the country wi b* n! 
position to make the right choice c' 
equipment that will suit her induT; 
development".
L The advanced countries art 
careful in their choice of eihbt^ 
materials since these will compete 
others at fairs and exhibitions.

According to Dr. Leton, N#'- 
therefore, stands to gain by joining N 
group of nations tllat have realised n 
effectiveness of trade fairs to 
international trade and u nderstan:': 
She provides the largest proa^-j 
market in Africa and with the potent; 
both human and natural, the attention, 
the world will continue to focus on tfl-

Nigeria has participated m most of r; 
important intemaional trade fairs held kt 
in and outside Africa. These include r. 
Swedish International Trade Fa*. 
Canadian Expo '67, Japan World E*po '• 
Leipzig Trade Fair, London Internal;- 
Building Exhinition, Poznan Internets•- 
Trade Fair, Somali International Tr»J 
Fair, Ghana International Trade rn 
Tripoli International Trade Fair, 
International Trade Fair, Frankfurt Inten­
tional Trade Fair, U.S. World TradjFx 
Nairobi International Trade Fair, 
and Niamey International Trade Fa*. • 
mention a few.

Most of these important 
held annually. There are, for ir"-'--' 
those held at Leipzig, (East Gerrw"' 
Milan (Italy), Hanover (France). Tom; 
(Japan), New York (USA), For- 
(Poland), Bupest (Hungary) and Cooper 
hagen (Denmark).

The 1977 Leipzig Spnng Fa* «- 
recently in the German Democr.- - 
Republic (GDR) was attended by 
exhibitors from 60 countries mcW5 
Nigeria. ,

Up to 23 developing countnes deme nr 
trated the potentials of their "blosso'r-'- 
economies". Commercial quarters in UK' 
zig unanimously agreed that never be ri 
at a Leipzig Fair have these court'd 
showed that they have so much e»pc' 
potentials.

Besides participating in these inter, 
tional trade Fairs, a number of fore? 
countries have been in Nigeria recently t 
exhibit their various modism technology 
Since this year, countries like Brr 
Britain, Australia and Sweden have bee 
in Lagos for the exhibition. Hugary e«hi> 
lion was the largest ever held in Nigeria b 
<i foreign organisation.

In pursuance of the policy of promcl 
ing intra-African trade, tnere has also • 
Kccnt years, been an intensification c 
Nigeria's official participation in trade toe 
organised in Africa. The first All Afnc 
Trade Fair held in Nairobi from February 2 
to March 5, 1972 was the largest efforts 
far. The Fair was aimed at promoting mtn 
African trade. It was jointly sponsored t 
the Organisation of African Unity (OAl 
and the United Nations Economic Co* 
mission for Africa. The Second All-Aft^ 
Trade scheduled to hold in Algeria fe 
years after did not come up. No teaser

Vacancy
PROJECT COODINATOR

NATIONAL PUBLISHING AND PRINTING COMPANY 
OF NIGERIA

Applications are invited from suitably qualified persons 
for the post of Project Coordinator for the National 
Publishing and Printing Company to be established by the 
Federal Government of Nigeria.
DUTIES:

The successful candidate will be responsible to the 
chairman of the Company for coordinating research into 
the areas of activity in which the NPPC will be involved, 
taking into account the existing infrastructure and 
capacities for the publishing and printing industry in 
Nigeria. He/She will be responsible for liaison with 
relevant educational and professional organisations and 
companies and for planning and implementing initial 
publishing and printing activities to schedule. He/She will 
also undertake other duties relating to the project as may 
be assigned to him/HER FROM TIME TO TIME: These will 
include advising on staff, training needs, planning and 
administering training, and equipment procurement.
QUALIFICATIONS:

Applicants should hold a university degree, preferably 
in the humanities or social sciences, or an equivalent 
qualification, and have a good command of the English 
language. He/She should have at least five years' 
experience in a managerial position in book publishing and 
also possess detailed knowledge of editorial and 
production techniques and procedures. This position 
requires an individual with initiative and drive who is able 
to work without close supervision. Candidates should be 
under 45 years of age
SALARY:

The salary attached to this post is attractive and 
negotiable and comparable with what obtains in the 
private sector. Anyone earning below W10,000 at the 
moment need not apply.
METHOD OF APPLICATIONS:

Applications which should be in triplicate must be 
accompanied by a list of academic qualifications, a full 
record of experience, age, marital status, present 
appointment and the names and addresses of two 
referees one of which must be applicant's present or last 
employer. All applications should be addressed to the 
Secretary, Nigerian Book Development Council, P.M.B. 
12573 to be received not later than the 20th December, 
1977.
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not holding the 
ow date has been 
oier country been

over- sales or merunariuisu ana tnruugn tuurisi i.—
ned at expenditure.. Because tourism is not yet The design of the symbol f< 
blishing fully developed in Nigeria, it will be difficult has been approved by the coi
existing to maximise the potentialities of this design which is an abstracted
>e world important trade fair. However, since the the form of a three-sided towerir
levelop- country now has a permanent structure - be executed in stainless steel
jcially in The Trade Fair Comolex—whatever is lost N96.250.
lOlogical in this fair could be gained in the future It is hoped, however, that p 

fairs. investment could be recovered I
The total investment on this fair is 

estimated at about N101.44 million. Of this 
amount, the cost of the complex is N98 
million provisionally. It covers an area of 
305 hectares and has twelve covered 
pavilions with net exhibition area of 74,200 
square metres. It has open exhibition areas 
of about 605,500 square metres.

Besides the pavilions, the complex has 
“ ''''.•I'"™"?'' seven restaurants and thirteen cocktail

ECOWAS if3n S|at°s ECOWAS). bars. It has full conference facilities. There

a momhnr TkCCij n,SieS 0 wh!ch Ni0oria ■$ simultaneous interpretation in five langu- 

Fal doPvX0"p "IjX “S<£H“'

it that 
Hedge

an impressive exhibition of her cultural, political relations between .... 
agricultural and industrial products at the other countries of the world. 
Dakar Hall of Nations. To sum it up, the trade fair

The prospects of the First Lagos our foreign exchange- erarningi 
International Trade Fair cannot be over­
emphasised. Officially, it is aimed 
promoting export trade by establishi 
new markets and widening the exist'..„ 
ones. It will attract other parts of the world 
to the explorable areas of further develop­
ment in the Nigerian economy oxpecially in 
the fields or industrial and technological 
development.

The Federal Ministry of Trade also 
hopes it would provide forum where 
businessmen, industrialists and other ex­
perts will discuss and exchange ideas on 
the latest technological and scientific 
discovery.

Again, it could promote intra-African 
trade and more importantly the economic 
cooperation and integration among 
members of the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS).

Trade fair Complex festival Square: a mini stadium.

had been given for not holding the states ot the community. The Federal 
important fair and no new date has been stand will be at the ground floor. From the 
fixed, neither has any other country been ground, one could see the stands of the 
tippedtohostit. rest 14 countries right round at the first

In 1966, Nigeria, by virtue of her floor.
leading role was selected a "Star Country" It would be important also to mention 
at the first All Negro Arts Festival. At that that this trade fair could create an 
festival, she was accorded the priviledge awareness of tourism potentials in Nigeria 
of being the only African country to mount and could foster friendly economic and
an impressive exhibition of her cultural, political relations between Nigeria and
agricultural and industrial products at the other countries of the world. . ,

’ll Nations. To sum it up, the trade fair will boost N3,144,600 approved few r
prospects of the First Lagos our foreign exchange- erarnings through the Federal Executive Cc

onal Trade Fair cannot be over- sales of merchandise and through tourist hosting the Faiir.^
scd. Officially, it is aimed at expenditure.. Because tourism is not 
*" • trade

act other

l the F 
desi(

The complex also has a clinic, customs 
Post, Fire Service, Bank, Tourist Centre, 
Post Office, External Telecommunication 
Office and a Press Centre. There is also 
recreational zone comprising an artificial 
lake, an amusement park ana a motel.

The original cost of the complex was 
I,‘86 at the time the contract was awarded 
to a Yugoslav construction firm, Energo- 
projekt of Belgrade four years ago.

Added to the construction costs is the 
“3,144,600 approved few months ago by

. r------- ^QUnci| towards

“bol for the fiar 
council. The

I manilia in 
ring arch to 
si will cost

rat part of the 
investment could be recovered before the 
end of the fair on December 11, 1977 The 
Director of the Fair Mr. Olufemi Akande, 
had said that the Trade Fair is no festival 
like the FESTAC bat a commercial 
venture.

The participants and visitors are ex­
pected to pay the commercial rate for 
transport while in Nigeria and for accom­
modation. There are also fees due to the 
Fair Authority, either in respect of space 
rentals, settlement of charges for utilities 
and sundry services, like electricity con­
sumption, water, telephone etc.

The exhibitors paid N31.33 ($50.00) per 
_ ~z ~z‘-~ floor space in covered hall 

o..u X15.66 ($25.00) per square metre for 
open air space. The total monies collected 
for the 74,200 square metres of floor space 
is covered hall and 605,000 square metfes 
of open exhibition areas could amount to 
N11,720,090 or $18,835,000. All the spaces 
have been allocated and some satellite 
pavillions built to supplement available 
spaces provided.

It means there could be an additional 
revenue to be earned on spaces alone. It 
will be difficult to determine the total 
revenue Nigeria would earn from the Fair. 
All the same, the long-term advantage 
would worth more than the immediate 
benefits.
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the West j 
perhaps, that Nigeria's trade relationship 
has not improved considerably with other 
African countries. At this First Interna­
tional Trade Fair, only 16 African countries 
2" taking part. Majority of them are from 
the West African sub-region. The count­
ries taking part are Ghana, Sierra Leone, 
Gambia, Togo, the Republic of Benin, 
Ivory Coast and Niger. Others are Sudan,

these countries have been featuring 
prominently in the economic development 
of Nigeria. Even the Trade Fair complex 
was built by a Yugoslav firm. The same 
firm built the multi-million Naira Federal 
Secretariat at Ikoyi in Lagos. The National 
Threatre and the Ultra-modem Eko Hotel 
were also built by a construction firm from 

of the Eastern countries.
-- ’,, the USSR was not on 
f participating countries published 
.-air organisers as at the closing 

e, by mid October. Among the Eastern 
intries the USSR and Poland by 1976

’ ghost deal in Nigeria's import 
ind export trade in the non-oil sector.

In Asia also, nearly all the countries are 
They Include China, India,

Pakistan and Singapore. Hong Kong did 
not register to participate.

Among the American countries 
coming are the United States, Canda, 
Brazil, Republic of Trinidad and Tobago, 
Jamaica and Chile.

There will be a total of 52 countries at 
the show. Some of the others are Greece, 
Uruguay, Yemen. There could be more 
countries taking part because the Fair 
organisers had expressed their willingness 
to accept late entries. It is only usual that 
some countries will always turn-out late.

total non-oil trac 
>rts) with all Africs

total nor.  
t of the world.

68.3 k—------— —- •---
the year compared with 
1975. Trade with indi 
within the group rose. West G- 
Netherlands, United Kingdc- 
Belgium which are participaing ft. 
Fair, increased their respective sh: 
to 77 British firms are taking part in 
and 40 Netherlands firms. Anotht 
ern European country taking par. I. 
is Austria. A total of 50 Aus“' 
panics are pj 
to show a — 
consumer 
comproho 
ever • 
countries t 
Itably, Denr

-----going to press, Norway----------  
s to Nigeria in the non-oil sector 
nod to M40.7 million in 1976, had not 

her intention to participate. Her 
■ had increased from N11.3 million in

to that country has *been 

jn-oil trade with African countr- 
1 per cent in 1976. The region's 
the total was higher by 0.1 

ie point mainly as a result of an 
> il.e proportion of the trade with

non-oil trade during 
vith 66.8 per cent in 
individual countries 

*"». West Germany, 
Kingdom and 

—’“’palng fully at the 
respective shares. Up 

e taking part in the Fair 
arms. Another West- 

taking part in the fair 
X total of 50 Austrian com- 

... participating. Austria planned 
a great variety of both capital and 
er goods which would bo the me— 

^ -hensive display of Austrian goc— 
ever shown in nigeria. Other W. Eur-------
countries takh „ J. --------- - -------------- w„,
Itably, Denmark, Portugal, Sweden, Ire- value of the -  
land, Switzerland, Grooco and Spain. Until for any other continent 
the time of going to press, Norway whose table, 
imports *2 :--------" —*—
amounted to N40.7 million in 
shown her intention 
imports had increased 
1974 to M35.5 in 1975.

Export tC 
negligible.

The non-dl 
ies by 40.1 — 
share in t 
percentage poi 
increase in the |

Participating Countries
The most interesting aspect of this 

Trade Fair is that nearly all the Eastern 
countries are coming. It is only Czechoslo­
vakia and Poland that are not coming in 
full-swing among these Eastern European 
countries.

Some of these countries p 
are the German Democrat!' 
(GDR), Republic of Hunf 
SocialistF

Ivory Coast and Niger. Others are Sudan, one of the Eastern < 
flow of Cameroun, Swaziland, Algeria, Central Unfortunately,

> largely African Empire, Libyan Arab Republic, the list of participat
<r, with Botswana, Morocco and Tanzania. by the Fair organi
maining The members states of the Economic date, by mid Octot
s. That Community of West African States countries the USS
with all (ECOWAS) will exhibit in a separate had the highest d

:ept that pavilion with Nigeria, the host member and export trade in 
country. In Asia also,
 It appears Nigeria's trade relationship participating. They Include China, India, 

with the North African countries improves Japan, Korea, Republic of Bangladesh,
areas total non-oil Pakistan and Singapore. Hong Kong did

1 at M8.7m. It was not register to —rtfr’—-
Amor- *u"

lepublic c. 
i and Chile.

There will be a total of 52 countr 
w show. Some of the others are Gr 

w—nen. There could I 
loking part because 

s had expressed their wi 
. late entries. It is only u 
jntries will always turn-oi

Nigeria's Paridpation
On the part of Nigerian participation, a 

total of 310 countries were registered up to 
October, this year. UAC of Nigeria Limited 
made of many companies is counted as 
one company and so are the others. In 

al fact, there could be over 600 
 rian companies taking part. Their 

space requirements have far exceeded 
their original allocation. There were some 
satellite pavilions built at the site to 
supplement the available spaces.

All these’go to show how big the Fair 
will be and consequently, how much it will 
benefit Nigeria's local economy especially 
as trade with each trading group was in 
deficit last year. Deficit with the Western 
Europe increased to M3,257.8 million and 
trade with Eastern Europe also resulted in 

participating a deficit of H60.5 million.
-------- -------------tic Republic During 1976, Nigeria's balance of 

Republic of Hungary, Finland, payment showed an overall deficit of 
t Republic of Rumania, Republic of M241.6 million. This according to ghe latest
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The composition of the participaton in 
the First Lagos International Trade Fair 
being held in Lagos this month and until 
December, shows an interesting develop­
ment in Nigeria's economi scene. It shows 
that the country has a lot of economic 
potentialities which attracts nearly every 
country of the world. It is not a show that 
can easily be dismissed as good atten­
dance. There are more to it. This Fair will 
be a major medium of export promotion 
and publicity for the social, economic and 
political advancement of any participating African countries. At this F..« 
country. tional Trade Fair, only 16 African t

For the host country, the next few year are taking part. Majority of them are 
after this fair will show a dramatic change the West African sub-region. The c< 
in the direction of trade. u—*-«.«-----------— oi—i.

Change of Trade Pattoms
The pattern of the directional f 

Nigeria's total external trade was 
unchanged by end of last year, 
countries in Western Europe still rente 
Nigeria's largest trading partners. .. 
year also, the proportion of trade with 
other trading groups declined, except 
with the Amoricaa.

At M3,733.0 million In 1976, Nigeria's „ „1HO,,aa » 
non-all trade with the Western Europe was with the North African cc 
higher than the preceding year's level by each year. By 1976, the a 
41.1 per cent. Imports from and exports to trade with Nigeria stood 
the area increased by 42.7 per cent and 
20.9 per cent respectively. TOTAL NON-OIL TRADE (IMPORTS AND
68.3 per cent EXP0RTS» VALUE I^M.LUON)

YEAR

AFRICA 

ASIA 

AMERICAS

EUROPE (EASTI 135.5

EUROPE (WEST) 344.8 2.645.9 3,733.0
Sources: Central Bank Report and FOS

nost N39.7m for the West African Countries.
------ ----------------------------- „oods The total non-oil trade (imports and w.,w w 
i nigeria. Other W. European---- exports) with all African countries was actual
ting part Include France, N70.2 million that year. This Is less than the Nigori
ark, Portugal, Sweden, Ire- value of the country's total non-oil trade space

Hills In Complex:". ■ -One o! the best in the world'

: African sub-region. This moans Yugoslavia and Bulgaria. Of late, most of 
that Nigeria's trade relationship these countries have been featuring
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Lightweight, strength, high resistance to 
corrosion and excellent heat reflectivity 
combine to make Towerspan aluminium 
an ideal material for roofing and cladding. 
Towerspan offer you three different profiles 
to cover all your needs. These sheets are ideal 
for use on factory or private homes 
because they are attractive and can be easily 
worked to any pitch giving a perfect weather 
seal even under extreme conditions.

mesiiam atamomiram sheet 
for roofing & cladding

Curved Crest
The crest of this sheet is curved to avoid 
the possibility of leakage which sometimes 
occurs when fixing screws are fastened 
too tight on a profile with a flat crest 

Improved Water Shedding
The extra width of the troughs of our 
“Industrial 5" sheets gives improved 
water shedding on low pitch roof.

Appearance:
It has very pleasant appearance and 
therefore could be used for houses, churches, 
offices and factories.
Long Lengths:
Subject to availability of transport 
“Industrial 5“ Aluminium Roofing Sheets 
can be supplied in any lengths required.

VN /•' •** 
rrwtrt 

1 729 
1 502 “• 

*400 
N5«0 0„
NfliO

Capillary Groove  PrOduct»
The capillary groove in the over-laping edge Tower Buna' s
provides an air space between the two fJ \ a Divis'on of .
mating skins and thus eliminates the possibility .gSSb \\ Tower Alum'™
of water running back over the male rib. I \\ P.O. Box 9. ,ke,a‘
This results in a good leak proof lap.
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Chassis No.Engine No.ModelS/No. Number

10.

18.

19.

20.

SALES OF SUPREME 
HEADQUARTERS AND 

NIGERIAN ARMY VEHICLES

116A

191A

182A

322B

3188

2028

368

41B 

16A

59A 

343B

MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
GOVERNMENT NOTICE

250
200
200
200

200
200
200

200
250

200
200

20-011317 
10-139937 
10-108213 
10-144863 
10-169306 
10-059898

10-076609
10-144888
10-144968
10-264207

10-263784
10-172197
10-148387

10-063059 
10-263763

11501510 
10-064382

22.
23.
24.

26.
27.
28.
29.

12.
13.

15
16.

34.
35
36.

37
38.

230.4 
230 6 
230.4 
230.6 
280S 
280S 
2304 
280S 
280S 
280S 
'80S 
230.4 
280S 
280S 
280S 
280S 
280S 
280S 
280S 
280S 
230 4 
280S 
200 
200 
200 
250 
200 
200 
2304

30.

31

32

39.

40.

115048801 

1210163901 

10-007543 

121-0163701 

121-0163701 

115-951-10- 
038243 

1800163101 

10-014106 

115-01610801 

155926-ID- 
01426 

1210163701 

10-007654 

115926—10— 
006291 

10-008293 

115977-10- 
054821

1210163107

115926- 
10014077

SHQ 5 

SHQ 6 

SHQ 7 

SHQ 9 

SHQ 82 

SHQ 104 

SHQ 112 

SHQ 30A 

SHQ 24 

SHQ 33 

SHQ 38 

SHQ 114 

SHQ 29 

SHQ 25 
SHQ 32 

SHQ 31 

SHQ 83 

SHQ 23 

SHQ 28 

SHQ 35 

SHQ 115 

SHQ 36 

SHQ 185A 

NA/186 

370 W3 

358 

176A 

209B 

39C

Central Bank's Annual Report was due to 
an increased deficit in the non-oil sector 
which more than offset the increase in the 
surplus of oil sector.

Provisional external trade data showed 
that total trade, at tt11,849.5 million, 
increased by 37 per cent in 1976 above the 
level in the preceding year. While the rate 
of expansion of imports slowed down 
considerably that year, the increase recor­
ded in exports constrasted with a decrease 
in 1975.

ant 
year, as from 
turn in favour

Tenders are invited’(or the purchase of the under mentioned serviceable 

Mercedes Benz Saloon cars.

2 The Supreme Headquarters’ cars are available for inspection at the 
Mm.strv of Defence Car Park. Manna and Ministry of Defence Branch Office at 
IB Bourd.Hon, Ikoyi, Lagos The Nigerian Army's cars are available at AHQ ST 
Battalion Apapa The hours of inspection arc between 9.00 a m. and 2 00 p.m

SUPREME HEADQUARTERS’ SALOON CARS’ or TENDER FOR THE 
PURCHASE OF NIGERIAN ARMY SALOON CARS”. Such tenders should be 
iddressed to the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Defence. Republic House. 
Manna. Lagos, to reach him not later than Friday the 25th af November. 1977

3 Successful tenderers will be required to make full settlement of the 
aeccoted tenders before the cars are removed and such settlement and removal 
fl^st be completed within seven days of the not.ficauon of acceptance.

PERMANENT SECRETARY

increased by 
rice, meat and 

.. .avels in 1975 by 
it respectively. An 

cent was also 
:ies identified as

the Americas 
consumers of 

5 accounting for 
exports. Exports 
61.5 per cent to 

i to the United 
million represen-

There was a trade surplus of H1,570.1 
million. That is M366.1 million more than in 
1975. The oil sector surplus of N6,183.5 
million was higher by Ml,738.4 million 
compared with 1975. The non-oil sector 
trade balance continued to deteriorate. 
The trade deficit increased by 111,372.3 
million to 144,613.4 million.

Also in 1976, the producer goods 
components which include capital goods 
and raw materials increased by 38.1 per 
cent to N3.556.7 million but its share in 
total imports remained unchanged. Capital 
goods continue to account for the largest 
proportion of total imports.

The break-down of imports into Stand­
ard International Trade Classification 
(SITC) reveals that all sections recorded 
increases. In most cases, however, the 
increases were remarkably lower than 
those recorded in the preceding year. For 
instance, manufactured goods increased 
by 12.3 per cent and transport equipmnt 
by 56.3 per cent, as opposed to the 
increases of 92.6 and 155.3 per cent in the 
preceding year.

The imports of other electrical goods, 
commercial road vehicles and machines 
for special industries increased by 97.3, 
86.2 and 55.3 per cent over their respective 
levels in 1975. Similarly, imports of motor 
vehicles spare parts, motor cycles, 
bicycles and parts and passenger cars 
were higher by 128.2, 82.3 and 18.5 per 
cent respectively than in 1975.

While total food imports in 
38.0 per cent, items like rice, 
milk increased above their levui; 
575,193 and 13.1 per cent res-' 
increase of 140.7 per 
recorded in commodity 
government exports. ‘ 

For the first time, 
emerged as the largest 
Nigeria's crude oil in 1976 
53.7 per cent of her total e> 
to those countries rose by 6 
H3.372.9 million. Exports .. 
States alono at 142,206.0 mill 
tod 35.1 per cent of tho total.

Although exports to’ the Western 
Europe also increased by 23.4 per cent to 
H2.752 million in 1976, the group's share in 
the total actually declined by five per cent 
points to 43.8 per cent.

Japan's take of Nigeria's crude oil 
oxports declined by 65.3 per cent to M45.5 
million and accounted for only 0.7 per cent 
of tho total.

Crude oil exports to the African region 
'ncreased last year also. At Ml 10.7 million, 
the exports increased by 26.4 per cent 
from the 1975 level but the region’s share 
in the total was reduced by 0.1 percentage 
point to 1.8 per cent.

Although, there may not be significar 
changes in the trend this year, as frOr 
'978, the table is bound to ' ‘ 
of the agricultural products.
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Fridge/Froozers
Tough, durable and

QU Alli, V SSmMM
now back in Miliaria T

I Refrigerators
I Good looks with
I reliable performance 

»I Prices from
N220 00

nnrman Industries Lid.
|l^|l^pa.pa1EcXp.re.sswav' . See us in the Mandilas Ltd.

^^^^^^Cookers
Elegantly designed 

Solidly built
Prices from N160 00

Deep freezers 
Cools much more 

Prices from N380 00

\Vacuum Cleaners
w \Cleans carpets deep and 

y \ smooth
, \ Prices from N130 00
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The output of the Uralasbestos integrated mill exported to 60 countries.
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The Vulcanization Section of the Nizhnekamsk type plant

USSR-AFRICATRADE-
MUTUAL BENEFIT
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SPOIL IGHT ON USSR TRADE WITH AFRI
between the USSR and the African 
countries. Trade with the Soviet Union 
enables the African countries to purchase 
on advantageous conditions the equip­
ment and raw materials they need. Such 
purchases are made without discrimina­
tion in exchange for items of national 
export. This helps them surmount the 
difficulties connected with the sale of 
these goods.

The African countries have been 
displaying a mounting interest in procuring 
Soviet-made industrial products, 
machines and other equipment above all, 
on terms laid down in the trade agree­
ments. Engineering products are one of 
the main items of Soviet export to African 
countries. Machines and other equipment 
account for approximately one half of the 
total Soviet export revenue from the 
countries of the African continent. Soviet 
machines and other equipment have 
earned a solid reputation in the African 
countries. The number of buyers of Soviet 
equipment in Africa is constantly increas­
ing.

The Soviet Union exports to the 
African countries on terms acceptable to 
them a wide range of industrial equipment, 
including metal-cutting lathes, forge press 
equipment, power generating equipment, 
electrotechnical equipment, mining, oil 
well drilling and material handling equip­
ment, equipment for the chemical, textile, 
food and other industries. Among the 
Soviet exports of engineering products are 
motor vehicles, road-building machines 
(such as scrapers, gradersand bulldozers), 
excavators, tractors, farm machines, air­
craft and helicopters. Apart of the 

javes the way fgr the Soviet Soviet-made motor vehicles, tractors, 
>mic and trade cooperation machine tools and other equipment is 

tries. realised in Africa through joint companies
trade, as a rule, is set up with the participation of Soviet

jnder the terms of inter- foreign trade associations and African
reements. At present the national firms, including Ethso Trading of
srm trade agreements and Ethiopia, WAATECO in Nigeria and

,n payments with more than Cateco in Cameroon.
n countries. These agreements Soviet foreign trade organisation ren- 
atail commodity exchange with der their customers In Africa the necessary

I technical assistance, they aid in the organisation of trouble-free 
>nomic ties between the cosig- operation and maintenance of the equip- 

sell. They set up in the 
corresponding African countries modem 
repair shops, technical service stations, 
consultation and training centres and 
spare parts depots. Soviet foreign trade

i J

T

By Correspondent

Contacts established through trade 
help to build understanding and friendship ---------
between counties, thus promoting peace. by 36 per g 
Steadfastly applying the principles of Intense 
peaceful coexistence in practice, the *',“l 
Soviet Union develops mutually advan­
tageous trade relations with all countries 
ready to do so. These relations are 
developing on the basis of complete 
equality of sides and non-interference in 
their internal affairs.

The USSR rejects discrimination in 
international trade not only because 
discrimination is harmful to its economic 
interests, but also because trade discrimi­
nation serves to build up International 
tensions and runs counter to the principles 
of the United Nations Organisation.

The USSR is doing a great deal to 
promote its economic cooperation with 
African countries, which is based on 
equality and mutual benefit. Rejecting in 
principle any interferene in internal affairs 
of other states, the USSR considers its 
duty to help these countries in their 
development along the path of progress, 
in creating modern industry and in 
strengthening all branches of the economy 

The prospect for the furtherance of 
this cooperation are closely connected 
with the steady growth of the Societ 
Union's industrial potential. For 60 years 
since the great October Revolution the 
USSR became an advanced industrial 
state with outstanding technological 
achievements to its credit. At present it 
accounts for one-fifth of the world 
industrial output.

During the Ninth Five-Year Plan period 
, (1971—1975) the Soviet Union put into

operation nearly 2,000 newly-built fac­
tories and introduced into production over 
16,000 new models of equipment.

In the current Tenth Five-Year Plan 
period 1976 — 1980) Soviet industry will 
make further progress. During this period 
the USSR’s industrial output will increase 
by 36 per cent.

;—tsive growth of the USSR's Indus­
trial potential paves the way fgr the Soviet 
Union's economic and trade cooperation 
with African counter* 

Soviet-African t 
conducted under Uic « 
governmental agre 
USSR has long ter 
agreements on "" 
30 African 
help dovetan v 
economie and 
stabilize ecor 
natories and promote___
the African countries, 

nation treatment in trad 
forms a vital basis for

I

a rule, 
i of ini

is 
inter- 
it the

more than
lese 

mmodity exchange mm 
achnical assistance, they __ ... — ..._______
ic ties between the cosig- operation and maintenar
mote industrial growth in ment they sell. They

j Aincan countries. ----------------"— '
The mutual granting of most favoured 

tion treatment in trade and shipping 
THS a vitm u'oia i«ir trade relations
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Head Office:

nweis directly to 
irrigation

mobile i mping
SttfflfiWES

Diesel Engine driven
Different types of SNP pulping sub* 
for any specification
Capacity from 90 to 2 570 cub cetrri W 
hour (from 330 gallons to 9 JOO ga*l* 
pet minute)
Delivery head from 5 to 85 nenes h* 
16 to 280 leet)

Prices from N2 171 00

Backed by efficient after sales,

Uf ■ av EC A 1*73 H“d°'r’e"MfllAI Technical Division: 1. Sunday Street. Palmgrove. La«<*.
"W BalMM Branch* in Ibadan. Benin. Joo, Kano, Maiduguri. Sokoto.

WUT AFIUCAM automobiu a INGMIllMM co HBmMM Kostina, Kaduna. Enugu.
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We’ve 
everything odd
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^gjtr’DoaoBaesiraD Tractors 
towards Operation 

Feed the Nation

"I®
I Pius the following EXTRAS
I Drive Pulley, Hydraulic Hook

V'o/

219, Apapa Road, 
I<anmu, Ligo*, Telephone 41883. 41884, 43037

Technical Division. 1, Sunday Street, Pilmgrove, Laco* 
Branches in Ibadan, Benin, Jos, Kano, Maiduguri, Sokoto, 
Kutina, Kaduna, Enugu.

Backed by efficient after Mies, service 

WAATEC0E3 
wilt AFNICAM AUTOMOOMS A CO

Belarus Tractors-the most profitable power for high 
speed operation with various kinds of implements.

Belarus Model 6M 
All-purpose Agricultural Tractor
• Heavy-Duty /0 HP Diesel Engine
• Dual-Clutch with 12 Speed gearbox
• Hydraulic Steering
• Safety Frame
• Draft and Position Control 

Price N 4,400 00 Ex-Lagos

Belarus T25A 
" Horsepower - 31 bp 
• 14 Speed Reversible 

Transmission 
Prue N2.600 00 
Ex-Lagos
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SOVIET CIVIL AVIATION
civil aviation continued to 
I the country's major air

K S-

associations have set up technical mainte 

&3SS5*ss 
Jh® US.SR also exports to Africa rolled 

nrnd.'.M03 ' P'PeS' timber- oil and oil

™B f^ds obtained through the sale of 
usedBfnrdS 10 i!h* African countries are 

p%chasin9 from them a wide

The Orenburg gas processing plant Russian Federation.

grade timber, raw cork, cocoa beans, 
coffee, cotton, oranges, wine, peanuts, 
palmetto.

In the last few years the Soviet Union 
has been importing from Africa a wider 
range of finished manufactured goods, 
such as engineering products, iron and 
steel, fabnes, cotton yams, footwear, 
knitted goods and garments, furniture, 
cigarettes and foodstuffs. These purcha­
ses have helped the industrial develop­
ment of African countries and improved 
their balance of trade.

The prospects for the further develop­
ment of Soviet-African economic u-.ii 
cooperation in various spheres, indudnj 
industry, are highly favourable.

i he Soviet Union upholds the esta­
blishment of just and equal Internationa 
economic relations and takes steps n 
further expand economic and trade co­
operation with the African countries. TH 
cooperation is contributing to the solute** 
of their cardinal economic problems,its 
helping them build up and strengthen tte 
industrial potential and drawing them rs 
international division of labour on terms of 
equal partnership.

The economic development plans of 
the USSR provide for steady expansiond 
economic and trade cooperation with the 
developing countries, including the Afri­
can countries.

The State Five-Year Economic Dm- 
lopment Plan of the USSR for 1976—1960 
worked out fully in keeping with the 
Guidelines adopted by the Twenty-Fftfr 
Congress of the Soviet Communist Party 
provides for the further expansion of the 
USSR's technical assistance to the Africa.' 
countries in various spheres of ther 
national economies, above all in ths 
creation and development of their natwa 
industries and of other vital economy 
sectors. Progress in the fulfilment of ths 
plan will, beyond doubt, further ths 
development and deepening of multiface­
ted economic ties between the USSR ar£ 
Africa.

By Boris Bugayev, 
Marshal of Aviation, Minister of Civil 

Aviation of the USSR
Reviewing the path traversed by 

civil aviation in Soviet times, one 
cannot help noticing the steadily 
growing role of air transportation in 
the country's economy and in 
gigantic social transformations car­
ried out in this period. It took 
Aeroflot, founded in February 1923, 
less than twenty years to become a 
leading airline in the world. By the 
early 40's Soviet aircraft industry 
turned out vehicles which were not 
inferior to the best foreign liners and 
in many respects surpassed them.

By 1941 the Soviet Union led the 
world in the length of air routes. 
Aviation was widely used in agricul­
ture, mineral prospecting, the health 
service and the pilotage of ships 
along the Northern Sea Route.

When peaceful labour of the 
Soviet people engaged in the up­
building of socialism, was interrup­
ted by the nazi invasion many units 
of civil aviation joined the front-line 
units. Aeroflot pilots supplied parti­
san detachments and units of the 
Soviet Army with ammunition and 
foodstuffs, and airlifted wounded 
iv SPOTLIGHT ON USSR/AFRICA TRADE

soldiers and officers to hospitals 
situated in the rear. At the same 
time, (‘ " 
service 
routes.

During the early post-war years 
the air carriage greatly increased 
and the spheres of the use of 
aviation in the national economy 
expanded. This was contributed to 
by the advent of more advanced, as 
compared with the pre-war period, 
vehicles, such, as the IL-12, the 
IL-14, the AN-2 and the YAK-12. 
1956 of the first jetliner—the TU-104 
—was major milestone in the deve­
lopment of Soviet and world civil 
aviation. The Soviet Union became 
the first country to start mass 
transportation of air travellers in 
jetliners.

Along with other pilots, I flew 
the first TU-104 liners on domestic 
and international routes. This was 
somewhat more than twenty years 
ago, but since then Airoflot has 
made large strides and has become 
the world's largest airline.

The TU.-104 was followed by the 
IL-J8, the TU-124 and then by the 
giant TU-114, the largest airliner of 
that period, which enabled airmen

to make non-stop flights from 
Moscow to North America, Cuba 
and Japan.

Over the past few years the fleet 
of Civil aviation was complemented 
by the comfortable IL-62 jetliners for 
long-range routes, by the TU-134 
and the TU-154 for medium-range 
routes and by the YAK-40 for feeder 
lines, and also by helicopters the 
MI-6, the MI-8 and the KA-26.

In 1976 Aeroflot earned more 
than 100 million passengers, and 
this year it plans to carry 105 million. 
Incidentally, Aeroflot was the first 
among large airlines in the world to 
reach such figures. Over the 1976— 
1980 period more than 500 million 
people will avail themselves of the 
USSR air service.

Aeroflot makes scheduled flights 
to some 3,600 Soviet cities, towns 
and townships. Air traffic between 
the cities and areas in the Far North, 
Siberia and the Far East with the 
Centre of the country and with 
health resorts has become much 
more convenient.

However, Aeroflot is not just an 
airline. It takes part in the solution of 
many major economic problems. 
Planes and helicopters perform
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Flies
FROM LAGOS EVERY

SATURDAY

SPOTLIGHT ON USSR/AFRICA TRADE v

TO TRIPOLI • VIENNA 
MOSCOW

All times are local
For further details contact any Travel Agency or

AEROFLOT OFFICE
11 Martins Street. Lagos, 8 Sanni Adewale Street 

Telephone 21233. Lagos. Nigeria

AEROFLOT
\ _ Soviet airlines
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DO YOU SBM
V /0‘Mezhdunarodn.aya kniga

We have trading partners in more than. 100 countries.

OUR GOAL IS BETTER UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN PEOPLES

LZZZ
vi SPOTLIGHT ON USSR/AFRICA TRADE

We’re engaged in business transactions 
with more than 1,000 companies.

. in Russian and foreign languages

For moro information write to

d magazT.es in Russian, numerous languages 
jn languages.
pre-'ccorded tape with best performances

I music a'bt

V/O MEZHDUNARODNAYA KNIGA
32/34 Smolenskaya Sen naya Moscow 121200. USSR 
Telephone; 244-10-22 Telex 7160

or Commercial Counsellor s Office
USSR Embassy. P O Box 3229 Lagos Telephone 25576

WE EXPORT
— books and albums, newspaper; and

of peoples of the USSR and foreign 
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A country of readers. That is 
what they say about the Soviet 
Union. And this is indeed so. 180 
million Soviet citizens use libraries 
of which there are 360,000 with a 
total collection of more than 4.5 
thousand million volumes. Also, it 
should be noted that 95 per cent of 
all Soviet families have home 
libraries.

In 60 years of the Soviet p 
books in the USSR were pub 
in 145 languages altogether: 
languages of the peoples of the 
USSR including 43 languages of the 
ethnic groups which had no written 
languages of their own prior to the 
October revolution of 1917, and 56 
foreign languages. "Progress” Pub­
lishers is publishing books in African 
languages as well, e.g. Hausa, 
Swahili Amhara. Since 1962 it was 
translated and published in hausa 33 
titles of the books.

The output of literature in the 
languages of the peoples of the 
USSR has increased ten-fold and 
their total printing-53 times. In

22nd Olympic Games, flights to 
more than 90 countries will be ade.

Specialists have calculated that 
in the period of the Olympic Games 
Aeroflot will carry more than a 
million athletes and tourists from 
various countries. For this purpose 
the top-notch IL-62, TU-154 and 
TU-134 jetliners will be run and also 
the IL-86 airbus which takes 350 
people aboard. The airbus will be 
put into service in 1980.

As far as prospects are con­
cerned, I would like to mention that 
during the current five-year plan 
period the 120-seater YAK-42 plane 
will appear on short-range trunklines 
and the 15-seater AN-28 on feeder 
airlines, The AN-28 will replace the 
AN - ’A; THE VETERAN OF Soviet 
civil aviation. In the next few years 
the giant IL-76, which will be able to 
carry more than 30 tons of cargo, 
will start its flights.

Work of improving navigation 
and control of air traffic is in 
progress. It is planned to use 
artificial earth satellites for these 
purposes. Automated system for 
controlling and planning Aeroflot's 
work will be used much more 
extensively.

extra fertilization of farm crops over 
tens of millions of hectares and 
combat weeds and pests. Aeroflot 
protects more than 700 million 
hectares of forests against fires, 
performs aerial photography neces­
sary for the construction of indus­
trial enterprises and roads. In parti­
cular, Aeroflot's special detachment 
carries out various operations at the 
construction site of the baikal-Amur 
railway. Aviationmade a great con­
tribution to mineral prospecting, in 
particular to the discovery of oil and 
gas deposits in Western Siberia, to 
the organization of gas and oil 
fields, and to the laying of oil and 
gas pipelines to the central areas of 
the Soviet Union.

Civil aviation of the USSR has a 
more than half-a-century experience 
of international flights. From its first 
international route inaugurated in 
the early 20s Aeroflot has come to 
regular flights to the capitals and 
large cities of 78 countries in 
Europe, Asia, Africa and South 
America.

The headway made in Aeroflot's 
international carriage is undoubtedly 
promoted by the Peace Programme 
adopted by the 24th CPSU Con- 

' gress and creativelv developed by 
the 25th Congress of the Party, by 
the vigorous and purposeful activity 
for the benefit of peace and social 
progress of the Party's Central 
Committee and personally Leonid 
brezhney. General Secretary of the 
CPSU Central Committee and Pre­
sident of the Presidium of the USSR 
Supreme Soviet.

Especially fruitful are the ties 
between our country and the frater­
nal socialist countries in the field of 
civil aviation and in other fields 
within the framework of the Council 
for Mutual Economic Assistance. 
Cooperation between the USSR 
and France, West Germany, Italy, 
Japan, and the Scandinavian coun­
tries is being conducted on a good 
business basis. Relations are deve­
loping also between the USSR and 
latin American and African states.

Being a member of the Interna­
tional Civil Aviation Organization 
(ICAO), the Soviet Union uses its 
prestige, great achievements in 
aircraft engineering and vast ex­
perience in flying in the interests of 
the progress of entire world civil 
aviation.

Vast prospects open up before 
Aeroflot in the development of 
international air routes. By 1980, 
when Moscow plays host to the

tsarist Russia there were 62 books 
per 100 of the population shortly 
before the Revolution/books largely 
published in Russia/today, by con­
trast, there are 645 books per 100 
persons. The country now has over 
230 large publishing houses which 
produce annually 85,000 titles of 
books and booklets.

The Soviet foreign trade organi­
sation Mezhdunarodnaja Kniga is 
expanding the scope of its activities 
with every passing year. The pro­
cess of detente which has been 
gathering momentum after the all­
European conference has done 
much to promote the exchanges of 
artistic and literary values. The 
peace policy pursued by the Soviet 
Union meets with support and 
appreciation from all peaceable 
forces of the planet. Not only the 
peace policy but also our achieve- * 
ments in the fields of science and 
technology, culture and education, 
our constructive efforts to build a 
communist society evoke a lively 
interest in the affairs of the Soviet 
country and, quite naturally, in 
books telling about the life of the 
soviet people, about ehe achieve­
ments of the land of Soviets.

Each year V/O Mezhdunarod­
naja Kniga exports millions of 
books, of complete sets of peridicals 
/newspapers and magazines/, 
gramophone records, film strips, 
slides and postage stamps for 
collectors of more than 130 coun­
tries. Currently, V/O "Mezhduna­
rodnaya Kniga maintains business 
relations with more than 1000 
foreign firms and publishers.
Scientific and technical literature 
is issued in the USSR by 26 
specialized and 8 non-specialized 
publishing houses. Each year over 
30,000 titles of scientific and techni­
cal books and booklets are put out 
in a total printing of 190 million 
copies.

Fiction has been issued in a total 
printing of over 9 thousand million 
copies; one book is issued in more 
than 60,000 copies on an average.

According to UNESCO statistics 
most widely read are the works of 
Fyodor Dostoyevsky which are 
blished in 4languages and of 
Tolstoy—published in Slangi 
Maxim Gorky's works appe£ 
languages.
The first international book exhibi­
tion in Moscow was held in 1975; 
between September 6 and 14, 1977 
the Soviet Union held the First 
Moscow International Book Fair.
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MEDICINES AND 
PHARMACEUTICAL 
RAW DRUGS in bulk 

exported to over 50 countries of the World by V/O MEDEXPbRT 
On the export list 

Antibiotics — derivatives of barbiturate acid
— sulphanilamdes — antituberculosis drugs
— vitamins — paracetamol (
— analgetics i

and many other medications used in modern medicine j
The quality of the goods correspond to the requirements of
the USSR Pharmacopoeia and to the customers' most strict 
requirements 

Write for detailed information directly to I

Q MEDEXPORT
Xe2/ 31. Kakhovka ul Moscow 113461 USSR I

Tel 121 01 54 Telex 724^ ■
| OR Trade Representation of the USSR M

Office of the Commercial Counsellor. USSR Embassy 
1 2A. Tasiim Elias Street. Victoria Island. Lagos Tel 25576 

26073



Literary Scene

WHERE ARE THE
INDIANS?

By Peter Nazareth, Iowa, US.
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film. He was grizzled. 
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Having agreed to present a j 
. the 1975 annual meeting of the
Studies Association, I decided to travel 
to San Francisco from Iowa City by 

; bus. Travelling the people's way, one 
• discovers that the United States of 
America has not only some of the 

i largest cities but also some of the 
smallest towns, not only some of the 

i most crowded areas but also some of 
I the most open spaces in the world.

of Kalona, also in the state of Iowa, 
also originally from Germany, also 
socialistic, but less willing to compro­
mise with modernity, even shunning 
cars and using the old-time horse and 
carriage. But where were the Indians?

A month later, on a hot August day, 
I found the Indians.

They had been living practically on 
my doorstep, or rather I had been 
living on theirs. Of course, there are 
Indians and Indians. Columbus had 
set out to look for India and, thanks 
to lousy navigation, arrived in America 
instead. But he didn't know it so he 
called the people he saw "Indians." 
In reality, there were various peoples 
on this continent: the Navajo, the 
Apache, the Sioux, the Blackhawk, the 
Iroquois, the Mohawk, the Cherokee, 
the Creek, the Choctaw, the Delaware, 
the Pawnee, the Paiute, the Comanche, 
the Mohave... An English friend told 
me that the Mesquaike were holding 
their annual Pow Wow and we could 
go as visitors were invited. The name 
"Mesquakie" means "Red Earth Peo­
ple"; they are a people rooted in the 
rich Iowa soil. "Iowa" is an Indian 
word meaning "Beautiful Land."

The Mesquakie live at Tama, seventy 
miles from Iowa City. There was no 
problem finding our way: part of the 
journey was along a concrete highway 
and the rest along country roads with 
signs, "To the Pow Wow." It was 
slightly above 80°F, better than usual; 
summer temperatures 
times get above 100°.
understand that it was cooler where I 
came from. Cooler in Africa?).

We had reached the area of the 
Pow Wow at noon, a little early for 
the performance. We stopped at a 
ticket-seller's cabin to pay our admis­
sion fee, $2.00 per adult and $1.00 per 
child. The ticket-seller was an attrac­
tive teenager, a little fed, perhaps from 
the heat. My first real red Indian.

The Pow Wow was to be held in a 
clearing, on a lawn in the centre of 
which was a tree. There was a dais with 
a microphone at one end of the arena, 
with benches by either side. As people 
who sat on them found out later, these 
benches were for the participants in 
the Pow Wow. There were raised 
stands along the other three sides of 
the arena. Across the road, about 
100 yards behind one of the stands, 
was a railroad track. There were 
various stalls outside the arena selling 
trinkets, Indian dolls, moccasins, and 
Pepsi Cola. I picked up a plaque with 
an Indian Prayer. Turning it over, I 
saw a label. The label said, "Made in 
Taiwan." There was a still for Pop­
corn. The place looked like an Ameri-

working jeans and cowboy boots. The 
growl became an eruption. I gathered 
that he was telling me to get off the 
stool or else. Despite my childhood 
ambitions, the idea of getting killed 
in a small bar in Wyoming did not 
appeal. Out of the corner of my eye, 
I saw a woman coming out of what 

looked like the Rest Room. Convin-
I myself that this was the stool she 
ited temporarily for some pressing 
less, I prepared to slide off.

"Don't shout at my customer!" 
shrieked the barmaid to the cowboy. 
There followed a vociferous exchange 
between the barmaid and the man while 
I trifd to sneak off with my Coors. 
The man was getting the worst of it 
"Lady,” I said, "I'll be happy to sit at 
that table over there." Like greased 
lightning, I moved off the barstool. 
I had the Coors and was out so fast 
that I had to wait to get to San 
Francisco before I could get the taste. 
(Once there, I found out that some 
people had organized a boycott of this 
beer because of what they alleged to 
be exploitation of non-white peoples 
by the owner).

I received an explanation only when 
I got back to Iowa City and recounted 
the Wyoming incident to a friend, a 
corn and dairy farmer. "The man 
thought you were an Indian," said my 
friend. "But the barmaid saw you 
a visitor. She wanted to defenc 
honour of her city."

An Indian? The cowboy thought 
I was an Indian??

I had lived in the United States and 
had met people from minorities I had 
expected to meet: African-Americans, 
Chinese-American^ Japanese-Americans 
and Jewish-Americans, I had met peo­
ple of minorities I had vaguely heard 
about such as Puerto Ricans and Mexl- 
can-Americans (or Chicanos). I had 
even seen minorities whose existence 
had never crossed my mind; the inha­
bitants of the Amana colonies in the 
state of Iowa, sort-of religious socialists 
who came from Germany about a cen­
tury ago and maintain a co-operative 
way of life and ownership, although 
they produce fine modern appliances 
for general sale; and the inhabitants

We had stopped at about 7 p 
the second day at a little town 
Evanston in Wyoming, 
imagination, Wyominc 
West, where Cowboys < 
fought their intermini 
good versus evil, with good always 
winning. Naturally, it had been my 
childhood ambition to come to the 
United States and become a cowboy.

"Coorsl" was the sign just across the 
street from the bus. There seemed to 
be only one street. Having come of 
age or. East African beer, I had found 
no suitable substitute in any of the 
dozens of American metal cans, but I 
had not given up hope. There was 
Coors. Manufactured in the far West 
and not available in the East or Mid­
west. People whispered that the Presi­
dent flew in some Coors by Air Force 
jet. I had to cross the street.

I opened what looked like a door 
plated with tin-foil. A vacant stool 
against the counter. I walked in and 
sat down. The barmaid cleared away 
some of the cans in front of me and 
asked me what I wanted. "Coorsl"

The man sitting on the next barstool 
said something. I did not understand. 
The accent of Wyoming was as different 
from that of Iowa as the Yorkshire 
accent is different from that of Oxford. 
Hazarding a guess, I said, "The bar­
maid took away the beer cans." The 
man growled. I became alarmed and 
turned to look at him.

He was the man who started the 
fight in all the bars in every cowboy 
film. He was grizzled. He wore a 

had recently 
ad on cowboy
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cans. Naturally, the place should look 
as American as popcorn.

The announcer kept welcoming 
and pleading from time to time for 1

‘ irmers to get ready. Still, the
i startea late. Just as well because 

ly buses began to arrive with tour-
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and even Nazareth-one comes 

across Connecticut, Iowa, Ohio, Dela­
ware, Kansas, Sioux. Indian names.

Indians get into the news occasion­
ally Dennis Banks, a Ch.ppcwa Indian 
and co founder of the American Indim 
Movement against oppression of native 
Americans on reservations and in cities, 
was convicted recently for rioting white 
armed; he got intg the courtroom m 
Custer South Dakota to protest the

. -------- Minus the feathers,
.poked just like an 

 1. I thought of a joke I
had heard: "Doctor," J.c ‘ 
asylum said, "while you 
keeping me under obse 
been observing you!" 

later, wb 
I just bee 
j between classes in one ot the mam 

buildings of the University of Iowa. 
He was not wearing feathers then but 

carrying books.
. The announcer told us that the girl I
* who had been chosen as Indian princess 1 

As soon of the year would do her dance with , 
her attendants, and so they did, shy, ■ 
teenage girls. The dancing was inter- j 

)ted so that the Congressman of the 
area-or the aspiring Congressman, I 
forget—could tell us how pleased he 

i was to be there. Then the princess 
continued her shuffling with her atten­
dants. There was a loud hoot and a 

, Rock Island Line train clattered by, 
: blocking out the singing. American 
' goods trains—passenger service seems 
i to be breaking down—are very long: at 

ssing, you could wait for 
half an hour for the thing to end.

A little girl in a long, purple dress 
and a feather on her head ran towards 
us. She veered off towards Mother, 
sitting two yards away, two benches 
below. The girl wanted her mother to 
adjust the dress. The mother, tending 
to obesity, was wearing black tights and 
a blue-checked blouse over it, just like 
hundreds of other American women. 
She adjusted the girl’s costume and ! 
slapped her to make sure it was not i 
messed up again. The girl ran back to 

re-join the dancers.
Getting up from the bench, I found 

a stall that made fried Indian bread. 
I bought some: it was delicious, much 

1 more full-bodied than the hygenically- 
wrapped stuff one bought at the super- 
markets. I had the taste of the first 
settlers. Then I noticed the headdress . 
of an Indian Chief hanging on a pole. ' 

There was a sign on the pole that we 
could take out own photographs for j 
any contribution. A cardbox at the 1 
base of the pole had a few coins in it. 
My wife photographed me, after a , 

; short delay because a group ' '
I teenagers in jeans walked by 

seemed to be | ped their hands in front of t.
and yet, j Walking beyond the  

iced a building. It contained 
statements and documents about the 

lakie struggle to survive and con- 
uvi meir own way of life and educa- 

In 1841, the Mesquakie were 
forced to give up their land and to 
move to a reservation in Kansas. They 
returned fifteen years later and bought

fair. But then, it was the "Indians" what he was doing, f 
0 made popcorn and gave it to the he would have oc

Europe, As Delorra Ind.an1J patient in the
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when the new university year had 
„egun, I was to walk past him 
■-'tn classes in one of the main
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"Please feel free to take photo­
graphs!" said the announc* 
white-haired man in a very 
manner. Whole groups of Z 
including a black American or two, 
got up to stand in front of the Indians 
and photograph them. Americans 

i behaving like tourists in their own 
1 country.. . I did not get up but con- 
i tented myself with photographing 
I Americans photographing native 
I Americans.
’ After repeated pleas by the announ- 
| cer, a group of men, dressed in shirts I 
’ and trousers, hauled a big kettle drum j 

unceremoniously into the ring, placed 
it under the shade of the tree, placed 

i some metal fold-away chairs around 
j the drum. They began a simultaneous 

beating of the drum and singing into a .
i icrophone in high-pitched voices, I 
J hypnotically. Two long lines of Indians .
1 got into the arena and shuffled along i 

in a kind of dance-past, first women .
; and girls and, way behind them, men • 
I and boys. The colours were magnifi- 
' cent and quite represented. Most of !

the men wore two sets of feathers at j 
1 the back arranged in almost a circular I 
, pattern, one at the shoulders and the I 

other just below the waist. Some of i 
i the men wore the caps of Legionnaires, 
; that is, American ex-soldiers who had 
, seen active service. All the patterns 
: looked different.
i I had no way of knowing what the 

singing was all about, whether the
' singers were good or bad, whether they 
, were serious or just putting us on. The 
j dances that followed 
; improvised individuality and yet, 
. underneath, there was an organizing I dress, I notit 

principle. There were dances of simu ,  
lated battle, the dance of the buffalo i Mesqua 
hunt, the rabbit dance, and so on. trol the 
But I still did not know whether the | tion. 
performances were serious. I noticed , 
a very earnest young Indian dancing j

I as though deep in thought, questioning |

i OU acres or idnu <n ■
■ Fortunately for them, the sellers d: 

know that Indians were not legally 
American citizens and therefore couta 
not conclude a contract or that undy 
the terms of the 1842 treaty, Indians 
were forbidden to return U 
Equally " J J------

kept in  
man. Governor Lucas, i 
finally permitted by lav 
land. (The Seminole of 
rently could never bc 
swamps to s’— ’
are now La_._, 
back.)

On my return to Iowa City, I found- 
I a short essay on the Mesquakie bi 
i Mary Zielinski which confirmed my 
, suspicions that they had been puttin; 

us on. Of course, the Pow Wowhaa 
serious significance to the Mesquakie, 
not apparent to the tourist Mary 
ceremonies are barred to the casts 

itor as contacts with the "whte 
world" have not been entirely pte> 
sant. Young militants resent the casus 
appropriation of Indian styles such a 
wearing beads and leather and, more 
seriously, the mass-production of Indian 
beadwork and handicrafts in Hong 
Kong, Taiwan and Japan which are 
cheaper than the handwork of the 
Indians. While no one can da-'m 
African ancestry in America without 
being considered black, one can daim 
Indian ancestry without becoming y 
Indian. Hence one comes across the 
phenomenon of Americans, especially 
entertainers, making vague claims to 

Indian ancestry.
What Michael Harrington says of the 

I American poor in The Other Amerce 
j is just as true of the Indian. Talking 

of the invisibility of the ppor in 
I America, he says, "I could prove that 
I the other America existed, but I had 
l never been there." The Indians hae 
. been invisible. But they have kept on 

iding up signals to let us know that 
spite of everything, they are still

In the midst of names appro- 
v the United States from the 
airo, Lebanon, Monrovia, 

Canton, Cambridge, Nairobi, Delhi, 

Leeds, Mozambique, 
loo and even f
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Book Review
TEN YEARS OF ARUSHA
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murder of an Indian by a white man. 
Interviewed in the Black Scholar of 
June, 1976, Banks reaches out to a 
Third World relationship with other 
exploited peoples. Perhaps not all 
Indians would agree with Banks. Vine 
Deloria Jr. claims in his book, Custer 
Died For Your Sins, that there were 
basic differences between the goals of 
the black Americans and the Indians in 
the sixties: the former wanted to get 
into the system, he says, while the 
Indians wanted to stay out. John 
Salter, a professor at the University of 
Iowa, agreed with Deloria in a panel 
on "Race, Colonialism and World 

i Order." He said that when Indians 
: looked at the socialist world, they 
j found no fundamental difference from 
I what the white (capitalist) world as- 

i |ncjjans preferred to look 
..w to what is valuable in their 
tribal way of life. Banks, Deloria 

•— 1 ‘ agree, though, that 
sacred relation to

buting 
Africa, 
freedom.

Nyerere quotes facts testifying to 
the growth of allocations, to the con? 
truction of a great number of sma’i 
and medium-size agricultural and indus­
trial enterprises, a part of which u 
already operating on Tanzanian m 
materials. Over the ten-year period 
the cost of industrial production ha 
increased three-fold. Compared with 
1967 the number of people engaged 
in industry has increased by 150 per 
cent. As for foreign capital, its activity, 
is being successfully controlled by ths1 

state.

native American peof 
I out 350 years ago.
learn about the Inc" 
so, we could learn somethir 
ourselves. The Preamble to tnB vuw i 
titution of the United Nations (Iro- ' 
quois) said, over five hundred years ’ 
ago:

I am Beganawidah and with the 
Five Nations' confederate lords I ' 
plant the Tree of the Great Peace. . . I

government's activity, maj 
to overcome them and ck 
the pros 
developi 
this wg 
well as economic and political 
lems are thoroughly analysed, 
book has theoretical as well as practical 
importance, appeals to the people and 
had a great mobilising impact. The 
’resident as if invites the nation to a 
dialogue to share 1 
jarty, the responsibi 
)f the country.

Ten years is not a big period of 
time, nevertheless it enables the Presi­
dent of Tanzania to sum up some 
results, and it was done splendidly by 
the author in his new book. In the 
opinion of Nyerere the main results 
of the post-Arusha period in the life 

, of the country are the following:
Firstly, the tendency towards the 

development of antagonistic society, 
which is characterised by a growing 
inequality and exploitation of the 
majority by a few people, has been 
checked in Tanzania. National resources 
are now being used more thoughtfully 
in the interests of the country and its 
people.

Secondly, new moral standards, 
necessary for development along the 
road of building socialism, I 
ed. "The argument now," s< 
"is not on the principle, t

j and how fast, we can move from our 
great inequalities to a 
differences of income 
depend entirely upon 

?ty."

Penetration of Socialism
The creation of a network of ujama 

(socialist villages) has practically been 
completed in the countryside. Today 
more than 13 million'Tanzanian pH- 
sants live in 7,684 villages. Their 
members work according to the pnno- 
ples of production cooperatives; but 
they have also their individual plotsd 
land. The government greatly helps 
the movement for the social and eco­
nomic reorganisation of the countryside, 
which is of great importance for Tanz? 
nia. In 1967 the republic spent 45 
million shillings for agricultural produc­
tion, whereas allocations for these 
purposes ran to 400 million shilling! 
over the past two years.

The country has achieved big success 
in education and the public health 
system. In 1967 there were about 
825,000 pupils in primary schools, 
whereas in 1975 their number grew 
to 1,532,000. The campaign against 
illiteracy among adults, going on for 
the past five years, has embraced about 
5 million people, of whom 1.9 million 

I learned to read, write and count
In his book Nyerere develops the 

ideas expressed in the Arusha Declare- i 
tion, on the basis of the ten-year expe-; 
rience of socialist orientation accumu­
lated by the country. Like always he 1 
draws attention to the need of • 
on one's own strength and 
from the internal resources 
tialities.

The formation of a new party- 
Chama Cha Mapinduzi (CCM) has been 
timed to the 10th anniversary of the 
r-xu.iiio iscv.muiiw*.. 7..e party is called 
■•"on to continue and deepen the 

licy of socialist orientation proclaim­
ed in Arusha. The party's guiding role, 
confirmed in the CCM rules will tell i 
favourably on the building of socialist i 
society in the United Republic of1 
Tanzania. It is planned to step up the 1 
utilisation of national resources, parti­
cularly coal and iron ore, the produc-

Continued on Page 32

By A Correspondent

This new book by Tanzania’s Presi­
dent Julius Nyerere draws the attention 
of readers by its realism. It points out 
the errors and miscalculations in the 

laps out ways 
dearly defines 

ospects for the country's further 
ipment towards socialism. In 
/ork the country's social life, as 

prob- 
The

pired to; 
inward to 
own t-’*"' 
and Salter would 
Indians value a 
Mother Earth.

A trial of two Indians for the 
murder of F.B.I. agents was held 
recently at Cedar Rapids, Iowa. It 
was attended by two celebrities who 
have spoken out against oppression, 
Dick Gregory and Marlon Brando. The 
colourful defence attorney, William 
Kunstler, argued that there had been 
constant F.B.I. harrassment of Indians 
and brought the Director of the F.B.I. 
to the witness stand. The verdict was 
"Not Guilty." of the charges: a historic 
verdict. Kunstler wept.

ary Zielinski tells us that "Long 
the daily visitors are gone, the 
-g goes on, often well into the 
when many of the young Indians, 
—*-se to 'go out and perform for 
m.-:-tourists,' do their own dances,

- • costumes an£j

... It is | 
of what it is to ‘
i a unique iden- 

given form.”
. --...... . may have been 

trying to tell us something in his 
classic American novel, Moby Dick. 
Captain Ahab hunts the White Whale 
in a ship powered by what we would 
now call Third World peoples; and the 
ship is the Pequod, the name of a 

a. .ople t^at was wiped
'. We have much to 
idians and, in doing 
—--------- ' ing about

the Cons-

have appear- 
says Nyerere, 
but on how,

I inheritance of great inequalities to a I 
position wh«re differences of income ;

i are slight and depend entirely upon • timed to the 10th anniversar 
i service to society." 1 Arusha Declaration. The par.,
| Thirdly, financial and production | upon to continue and d" 
• organisations, needed to meet the , polic 
j requirements of the working people ' «><■« 
1 have mostly been set up.

Fourthly, successes have been achie­
ved in providing the country’s popula­
tion with medical services, transport 
and education.

I Fifthly, Tanzania continues contn-
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too sure that 
first or second

in Southern 
means are led

or priority item, but it is certain that 
Western world led by the United States, 
is beginning to take a serious view of 
African stand.

Nigerian leader, General Obasanjo, 
observed during his visit to U.S.A, that 
the change of American policy towards 
Africa indicates that the West now 
accepts the problem of Southern Africa 
as a "major focal point" in the search 
for international peace and stability. 
The acceptan 
Southern Affri 
less important pt 
but whether the 
promotes the issue 
"focal” in American 
hope which events in 
months will define.
A Major Preoccupation

There is no doubt that the liberation 
of Southern Africa remains the major 
focal point of Africa politics, indeed to 
an extent that it may almost be seen 
as the raison d'etre of OAU's existence. 
For the Obasanjo military regime, the 
commitment to liberation is definitely 
total. Besides the high level of diploma­
tic transactions, including material aid, 
in this field between the Nigerian

Nigeria's Gen. Obasanjo with Jimmy Carter (below) and inset: with Andrew Young: Will it last?

*Atken Collins, London.
The unprecedented event of the 

exchange of visits between a U.S. 
President and an African leader within 
a period of two months indicates, 
along with a host of other contempo­
rary evidence, that Africa and the issue 
of decolonization of Southern Africa 
may well be moving up at last on an 
early number in the agenda of world 
politics. One is not yet 
the number will be the fi

____  ,____ ____ _____ lity. 
rnce by the West of the 
'rican problem as a more or 

joint is certainly true, 
• degree of acceptance 

of "major" or 
perception is a 

i the next few

authorities and the liberation move­
ments, Obasanjo—Carter discussions in 
USA were obviously dominated by 
this issue.

At every opportunity. General Oba­
sanjo stated in unequivocal terms the 
Nigerian point of view. As he arrived 
in Washington to begin the visit, his 
notice on his mission was direct to the 
point. "Mr. President, I am sure that 
we shall pay appropriate attention to 
the specific issues of the highly volatile 
and potentially dangerous situation in 
Southern Africa, a situation which 
threatens international peace and secu­
rity."

Two days later, he again publicly 
elaborated and amplified the Nigerian 
stand (much has already been done in 
two private long sessions with President 
Carter);

"Here again, Nigeria for her part, is 
prepared to support all efforts in finding 
just and peaceful solutions to the prob­
lems of Southern Africa.

Those of us who are skeptical about 
the current well-intentioned inter­
national efforts directed at bringing 
about desirable change 
Africa through peaceful
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Parren

7,7«■»> 
on tfut 

,_t it must 
»nces must 

have to 
_ of the 
They *•" 

decide whether or net lh<V

/ our underst-nd- 
jmalism. Peaceful 

.an only be carried out 
ere of mutual respect and 
leither Vorster nor Smith 

respect, 
they are 

initain, it is idle and 
>ect them to miracu- 
teir chosen course of

where he cautiously end0's^ “ 
Anglo-American peace proposal! 0" 
Zimbabwe, General Obas^oMto 
another vigorous and single™— 
Dush "This issue occupies a cemn 
and unique position in the N^o. 

government s policies. .
never be a party to any solution, 
Zimbabwe that could be remote! (« 
P-ted as a sell out ol the MX 

d^^thecXtriesandmolun.- 

companies doing bus.n« »th W 

Xwc^se^r^ 
and their adventurism by
prop up the oppressive regime m So-r

'■bUS'TSte;dencPyr»P-eve.VS:;

observed that General 0,
been "very frank m .
our past P°llc'es.f '’A efforts on to 
“To? oX countries." Charnn^ 

; the 16-member Black Caucus.
Mitchel, said: 'The Gen

have to ciewe—~ —

They are affected. Joshua Nkomo (above) ■ ■

to that conclusion py 
ing of racism and color 
negotiations can or'” 
in an atmosphei 
confidence. Nt 
inspire any confidence, trust or r- 
Indeed, given the very system tf 
committed to maintc 
unrealistic to expe 
lously abandon tht 
their own.

Apartheid and the belief in the 
superiority of one race over another is 
the fundamental belief among the white 
groups in South Africa and Rhodesia. 
Their belief has been systematized and 
sustained by a whole range of state 
apparatus of violence. We therefore 
believe, that only the eventual bankrup­
tcy of the system will bring about 
acceptable change in southern Africa. 
But this will be a long process which 
we cannot expect the principal victims 
to patiently endure. This is why we 
believe that an armed liberation struggle 
by the oppressed is justifiable and 
bound to succeed. This is a commit­
ment which we in Africa have a duty 
to support.

While we acknowledge that some 
countries outside Africa may not feel 
able to subscribe to this position, we 
think that they can assist in this effort 
by discontinuing their current involve­
ment with the racists system in terms 
of their massive investment and their 
deliveries of arms and in particular, the 
technology of armament.

If, as almost the whole world seems 
to be agreed, apartheid is the uniquely 
evil system, then no one should hesitate 
to feel we have a moral duty to 
humanity to take these measures and 
steps."

In his address to the United Nations,
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as the Nigerian leader noted, seems to 
be more favourably disposed to a quick­
er and more honest solution of the 
Southern African problem than its 
predecessors. For instance, the Anglo- 
American peace plan on Zimbabwe has 
fewer ambiguities than the predecessor 
attempted by Kissinger. Ambassador 
Andrew Young, President Carter's 
African point-man, seems to understand 
and sympathise with the type and 
timing of satisfactory solution which 
African want in Southern Africa.

On the negative side, the forces at 
work within the United States and the 
Western World suggest that African 
hope are too sanguine.

For one thing, what is described as 
a change of policy on the part of the 
Carter administration lies more in style 
than in content. Historically, the 
trend of thought in the American 
establishment has been moving, maybe 
too slowly, towards this kind of 
sympathy with African standpoint. 
Historically again, the economic trend 
which helps to accelerate the pace of 
Establishment opinion along the desired 
direction has been dramatized by the 
near helplessness of the West in the 
face of the Arab oil embargo a few 
years ago. Carter's commitment must 
thus not be seen as a sudden miracle. 
In any case, on the issue of armed 
struggle, an issue which may later be 
critical to a complete solution of the 
problem of Southern Africa, Carter's 
stand is similar to that of his predece­
ssors. Indeed, if one is to go by the 
frequency of the American President's 
references in his public speeches during 
the Obasanjo visit, there is little to 
suggest that he shares General Obasan­
jo's sense of urgency on Southern 
Africa. Carter's public speeches, predic­
tably full of diplomatic niceties about 
Nigeria's wealth and leadership pole 
tial made its nearest public concessit 
to African priorities in a tone nearly 
reminiscent of Kissinger: "There is 
a common theme that runs throt 
advice to me of leaders of > 
nations: 'we want to manage 
affairs; we want to be frit

OAU Chairman: Gabon's Albert Bongo. 

will trade with minority ruled nations 
of the region."

Most Africans will cheer the mood 
and position of General Obasanjo in 
the United States. All the yearly 
resolutions and verbal spitfires of the 
Organisation of African Unity seem 
to have moved to a concrete point of 
fruitful articulation in the visit.

The Prospects
But will the United States and the 

West move as fast as Africa wants? 
Indeed will they move in exactly the 
same direction as independent Africa is 
proposing?

On the positive side, the hopes of 
Africa are not unrealistic.

Firstly, the global scene is changing 
fast, politically and economically, in 
favour of the Africa position. Besides 
the declining strategic value of South 
Africa, the cumulative pointer from 
international developments in the last 
two decades is towards a slow but sure 
rise of the political presence of the 
Third World in the world arena. The 
increasing volume and value Western 
and American trade with independent 
Africa, especially Nigeria, should also 
depreciate the premium hitherto placed 
by the West on the------
South Africa, if 
point of having 
exclusive choices.

Secondly, the Carter administration.

Kenneth Kaunda of Zambia; Samora Machel of Mozambique; 
<d President Khama of Botswana.

both of the great super-pov 
also with the nations of Eur 
don't want to choose up sides, we 
don't want you (the USA or the Soviet 
Union to inject yourselves.........'

This sounds like an edition of Kis­
singer's famous Lusaka declaration. 
In terms of activities however. Carter 
Administration's African policy is en 
important departure-from its predeces­

sors.
Secondly, the economic weapon on 

which the Nigerian authorities are 
heavily leaning on, may be an armoury 
not easily accessible to or completely 
acceptable to Carter. Besides the 
obviously marginal influence which tr? 
Carter Administration has on U.S. t; 
business, there is hitherto no evidence 
that Carter has the will or the inclina­
tion to add to his mounting interna* 
problems by initiating and pushing 
through a legislation that will discourage 
American business involvement in South 
Africa. The point is South Africa ha 
been sucked into the Western industrial 
Vortex. The American multinational 

rporations undergird the economy, 
lile the involvement of the wider 

Western industrial circle is demonstrated 
by the increasing partnership of Israel 
and the atomic construction deal's of 

France.
A third impediment may be Ameri­

can public opinion. Inspite of all 
efforts, Africa still exists on the peri­
phery of American popular conscious­
ness. The casual attention paid by the 
American press to the visit of General 
Obasanjo and those of other African 
dignitaries earlier demonstrates this 
indifference.

The most which Africa may 
cally expect from the excha 
visits is greater awareness of » 
existence by the American public and 
the beginning of a slowly cautious 
re-thinking of strategies by Western 
companies, especially the smaller enter­
prises: for the multi-national corpora­
tions, it may require a development 
more radical than diplomatic and 
legislature efforts to steer a change o’ 
direction.
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| Title: HISTORY OF MAURITIUS 
i Author: Auguste Toussaint 
i Publishers: MacMillan Education 

Books, 1977,105 pages.
; Reviewer: William R. Ochieng, 
| Nairobi, Kenya.

To many of us in East Africa, l\ 
tius is simply a place you go to 
holiday. It is just another Lamu, a 

/ and voluptuous island bathing in 
sun, with beautiful tropical beaches 

I sleek long-legged Creole girls. In- 
a mythology once took root 

jng Kenyans to the effect that-the 
st beautiful women on earth are 

be found in the Seychelles and 
js. The "Silisili" (Seychelles) 
-1, is still the dream of "the he 
f East Africa.
yet, these tiny islands to the 

Madagascar have played a bigger 
oolitical and economic role in East 
<->» ican history than merely to provide 
long-legged blondes. Not only were 
they strategic military and colonization 
bases from which the Dutch, 
and the English controlled the ___ -..

but we also know that 
East Africans were hauled 

sugar and 
iritius and

, cement, 
tural and

Continued from Page 26 
ton of mineral fertilizers, 
spares and simple agriculti 
transport implements.

The implementation of the program­
me adopted in Arusha is a very com­
plicated task that entails many difficul­
ties. Nyerere also writes about this in 
his book.

ropean colonial possessions the his- 
y of these islands is that of plunder 
. exploitation. As an eye-witness 

..j 17RR ,rrhQ -"habitants of

and shipping was accentuated to. 
series of memorable disasters wh- 
came one after another at short mta 
vals. In 1891, 1893 and 1899 th. 
were three epidemics, in 1892 there.. 
a disastrous cyclone which hit Pc1 
Louis, the capital, especially hard,; 
in 1893 and 1896 there were fira 
which laid waste parts of the to.. 
which had not been destroyed by th- 
cyclone. The sugar decline intensify 
into the twentieth century, and th: 
in the background of a«steadily spira - ■ 
ing population.

Today Mauritius has a population o' 
about one million people, all concer. 
traced in an area as big as Siaya District, 
ir. Kenya's Nyanza Province. Althou:' 
to ism is the craze, the primary export 
C'.- rnodity still remains sugar, lime , 
su .norted by coffee. The Maur.tr 

■'y itself can hardly be defined:: 
.-"ula rosa. Like in many Africa 

lies it is made up of differs--’ 
>ns and forces, which are out c 

■;.ce and harmony. Again, like 
' African societies the Mauri: 

r ilation is riddled with racism : 
ism, antagonistic forces whe 

• it advance eagerly, hopefi .
• mprudently in uncharted wate' 

at the risk of wrecking itself on t 
political reefs. To cap it all, likein 
past the present system is controlled to 
the privileged few, the masses of 
population continuing to live in dec 
dence and misery. In short, like mil 
African nations, Mauritius is serious < 

from an acute agony cau;-:: 
development.

said that the bock : 
zely. It should be pointe' 

uui. i.v»B.»r, that the author is too 
much of an official historian whose 
problems are compounded by Franco- 
philia. His emphasis is on the Europer 
element in the Mauritian society. The 
bulk of the people: the Africans, who 
found their way into these islands as, 
slaves, the Creoles and the Asiatics, are, 
not catered for in this epic, while the.: 
relationship with the Europeans is very I 
briefly summed up, "there was no ill- 
feeling between them and the whites." 
There are also some other important; 
topics, like the evolution of education 
and the growth of nationalist conscious­
ness, that the author is mute on. 
Throughout the book one detects that1 
the author, who is probably of French 
stock laments the day the British took 
over the administration of the islands, 
his only thanks going to "certain bold 
and energetic men" who made it possi­
ble for France to leave its cultural and 
linguistic mark on these islands. We 

still waiting for an Afrocentric his- 
autiful beaches.

Ocean trade, 
thousands of I................„wl
as slaves to work in the s1 
coffee plantations in Mauri 
Reunion.

In this brief but lively 
Toussaint tells us the f 
Mascarene Islands. We are told that 
although the Asiatics had visited these 
islands as early as the nineth century, 
nobody had ever lived on them until 
in the middle of the seventeenth cen­
tury when the agents of the East India 
Company sent their expedition to occu­
py Mauritius, and even then it was sent 
only to forestall any attempt at settle­
ment by their rivals, the English and 
the French.

Colonization
The first attempt at Colonization was 
made by a party of convicts, with the 
assistance of slaves taken in Indonesia 
and in Madagascar. What followed was 
European rivalry to control these is- 
lands-the Dutch being eventually relie­
ved by the French who in turn were 
eased out by the English. Like in other

Economy
But like in all monocultural econo­

mies, dependent on the vicissitudes of 
the international market, once there 
was a slump in the sugar market Mauri­
tius was bound to be hurt. The trouble 
started from the second half of the 
nineteenth century. From 1863 on­
wards cane-sugar b-^nn to compete 
against beet-jugar. This came about at 
a time when Mauritius was experiencing 
deadly epidemics of cholera and malaria 
both of which had been carried there 
by the Indian labourers. Between 1860 
and 1868 malaria alone killed over 
fifty thousand people. This affected 
sugar production. The slow and steady are still waiting f 
decline in the sale of Mauritius sugar I tory of these beat

Euro 
tory 
and exploitation. As an e 
observed in 1765 "The inh< 
Mauritius are not much interested in 
farming, all they think of is making 
fortunes as first as they can by any 
means they think possible.......... Their
one aim is to enrich themselves and 
bring money back with them to France" 
To effect this desire the settlers ruth­
lessly plundered indigenous forests for 
timber export. In deed they even 
buccaneered in the Mascarene seas 
seizing ships laiden with Indian treasure.

From the first quarter of the nine­
teenthcentury the rich landed European 
gentry put almost every inch of land to 
sugar cultivation, and these were worked 
by African slave labour. In deed the 
period between 1815 and 1860 saw 
these islands at the peak of their pros­
perity. This boom was accompanied 
by an increase in shipping movements. 
For example in 1850 alone, four hund­
red and seventy vessels visited Mauritius, 
totalling 136,277 tons, and in 1858 
the figure of the visiting vessels increa­
sed to eight hundred and twenty five, 
totalling 308,018 tons. This was to 
prove the largest number of arrivals 
in the whole of the nineteenth century. 
These increased figures can only be 
partly accounted for by the increase in 
sugar production, in Asiatic immigra­
tion as indentured labourers, and in 
the import of goods needed by this 
opulent and ever growing population 
of the island. Another cause was 
that in 1851 gold was discovered in 
Australia. Mauritius then began export­
ing to Australia not only its locally 
produced sugar, but also European 
goods. But the greatest part of Mauri­
tian trade of consumer goods was still 
with India. It was to India that Mauri­
tius exported great quantities of rice 
and cotton goods, mainly for the needs 
of her indentured labourers.

Maur.tr
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has. I 
to the

protector. My proposal envisions a 
campus Ombudsman who would be an 
integral part of the university system 
-He would be charged with the respon­
sibility of investigating grievances within 
the university. Under this plan the 
harsh confrontation between students 
and the university administrators would 
be avoided, potentially explosive situa­
tions diffused and the escalation to 
disorder, strike and riot controlled. 
To be sure, “ ' J 
work only in 
part 
fun<

as "student 
------------------------------ J re,ome'“ 

"conscience of the campus' woo d 
many academe 

of "what has happened 
Vs?" The fact is that 
• good old days and 
the faculty members 

•‘••jir rights as

when they occured. It is primarile a 
contribution to the discussion of the 
methods of solving the perennial prob­
lem in the Nigerian Universities. The 
assumption that lies behind this discus­
sion is that most of the disturbances 
would have been averted had there 
been an effective communication bet­
ween the students and the university 
administrators. On the contrary, prob­
lems are most invariably left to define 
themselves in the form of crisis before 
any one seriously thinks about them 
and in most cases it is too late to avert 
the ensuing disturbances.

Rationale for University Ombudsman
A number of politically advanced 

countries have recognised the need for 
an ombudsman or some other agency, 
to protect the individual citizen from 
abuses at the hands of public officials. 
More than 160 years ago Sweden recog­
nized the need for a protector of the 
people. In 1809 its constitution estab­
lished the "Justitie—Ombudsman" as 
the watchman over the law's watchmen. 
Nils Arden, a Swedish political scien­
tists, described the work of the Ombuds­
man as follows:

"The Ombudsman is a law officer, 
appointed by a national parliament 
for the task of supervising the acviti- 
ties of certain categories of public 
service and of public authorities. His 
main concern is with the rights and 
liberties of the citizens. The super­
vision of the activities under his 
control has, on the whole, the 
observance of the laws as its primary 
objective not the general suitability 
of decisions."2

About a year ago Nigeria has followed 
the example of Sweden by establishing

the Ombudsman would 
a community where the 

participants attempt to make the policy 
function as it is intended to function. 
However where individuals or grouo> 
on campus have a bonafide disagree­
ment about a specific issue the campus 
ombudsman, could contribute to the 
establishment of understanding and 

accord.
Most likely such titles a 

protector" or "Critic and 

elicit dismay from 
people or a sigh of " 
to the good old days 
these are not the < 
students as well as ti 
are concerned with their 
citizens, students and scholars. Becau;: 
this generation is vocal and because it 
is expressing a legitimate and significant 
concern, the university must be coura­
geous and willing to experiment with 
new forms of campus life. The contem­
porary state, recognizing the need for 
such a safety valve or protector of the 
people, has provided and established 
procedures for the expression of com­
plaints or charges. Walter Gellhom 
describes the role of the Swedish 
Ombudsman as follows:

"any one can complain to the 
Ombudsman—a citizen about an 
official, an official about an official, 
a lawyer or the Bar Association 
about a Judge, one judge another 
an organization on behalf of its 
members. "3

What the Ombudsman does for civil 
society, I propose for university com­
munity. Any person—students, faculty 
member, administrator or other staff 
members suffering from a real or ima­
gined injustice—could approach the 
Ombudsman and be assured of a hearing 
and appropriate action.
3. "The Swedish Justices Ombudsman." 
Yale Law Journal LXXV (Nov. 1965) p. IE

Functions
The University Ombudsman would 

be concerned with three broad areas of 
responsibility. First, is the equity 
functions; that is, helping individuals 
in specific cases to get just treatment. 
The second function is to make the

a similar official—Public Complaint 
Commissioners. Many other countries, 
developed and developing, have also 
had similar official, aimed at protecting 
the rights and liberties of their citizens. 
This is in tacit recognition that in any 
democratic society whether a country 
or a University, abuse, arrogance, and 
disrespect for citizens can occur in 
modern b. reaucratic establishments and 
that administrative officers can perform 
their duties in such a manner as to 
deprive a person of his legal and civil 
rights. Although it may be an over­
statement to say that the Nigerian 
Universities have been guilty of these 
excesses, one of the charges against the 
university administration is that the 
students have been caught up in a sys­
tem in which their sole purpose is to 
serve the university and the demands 
of the economic and military establish­
ment of the country. Students point 
accusing fingers at students' govern­
ment officers, faculty, and administra­
tors. The charge is frequently that of 
high-handed treatment and manipulation 
of students and the perversion of the 
academic enterprise. In recent years 
this has resulted in violent disturbances 
on many campuses and in most cases 
such disturbances have caused the sus­
pension of normal educational activities. 
2. Quoted in Albert H. Rosethal, "The 
Ombudsman—Swedish 'Grievance Man'," 
Public Administration Review XXIV (Decem­
ber 1964) p. 227.

The Ombudsman concept 
believe, a contribution to make 
current deterioration of student/admi- 
nistrators relationship in the Nigerian 
Universities and other Institutions of 
higher learning. Specifically the Uni­
versity Ombudsman would be a campus
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Ex-VC's Dr. fshaya Audu (left) and Prof. Oluwasanmi (right), 
the crisis!

offending acti 
action initial 
or any other affected p 

js be protected from 
and a

administration operate better by telling 
its functionaries when ever they go 
wrong. This is not only to remedy the 
individual case in question but also to 
see that it won’t be repeated. The 
third functions is to help the university 
council supervise administration.

Ensuring 'just' treatment of p 
spective of grade or creed, 
lion, is a single most sign 

an Ombudsman

_ persons 
irrespective of grade or creed, in my 
opinion, is a single most significant 
contribution an Ombudsman could 
make to the frequent university unrest. 
An accusation which cannot be subs­
tantiated could be quickly identified 
and its corrosive influence on the cam­
pus could be arrested. When an abuse 
of office or of power occurs, or when 
an arbitrary or whimsical interpretation 
or application of the university regula­
tions has been made, it could be 
identified by an imparticl arbiter, the

of Departments and other University 
administrators are as capable of discri­
minatory and arbitrary acts as are other 
people. They are especially susceptible 
to misinterpreting the interests of the 
students in enforcing regulations which 
no long serve his educational needs. 
In this situation the availability of an 
Ombudsman is important. Anderson 
notes that the Ombudsman should bean 
expert in general administration. Per­
haps to select a faculty member for 
this post is a contradiction in terms, 
but I believe that a reputable academi­
cian will understand general university 
administration in an expert fashion. 
This knowledge will have been acquired 
through experience on various universi­
ties, attendance at various University 
Committees and through the discharge

4. Stanley V. Anderson et all. "An Ombutt- 
man for the US" Centre Diary (centre for 
the study of Democratic Institution. Sanaa 
Barbara No. 14. October/November 1S6al 
p. 21.
of various university assignments. It 
should be pointed out that perhaps no 
other such large-scale organization as 
the university utilizes its staff in such 
a variety of committee assignmentsand 
quasi-administrative duties. The Senior 
Faculty member, functioning as univer­
sity Ombudsman, would be well qualifi­
ed to serve as a tempering influence 
and a voice of reason on the university 
campuses.

The tnird and final function of the 
Ombudsman would be to assist the 
University Council in supervising admi­
nistration. That all the Nigerian Univer­
sities have been taken over by the 
Federal Government, is an expression 
of the public interest inherent in the 
operation of the universities. Govern­
ment however delegates the supervision 
of this public interest to a Council and 
they in turn, ,fn part, nominate a vice- 
chancellor as Chief Executive Officer, 
Since the Council membership is a 
part-time assignment and the vice- 
chancellor has plenary responsibility 
for the university, the report of the 
Ombudsman could be helpful to these 
officials in the discharge of their respon­
sibilities. the Reports would not replace 
the reports of the administrative officers, 
nor would they question the integrity 
of the administrative staff. Rather. 
the Ombudsman would provide an 
impartial point of view for the Pro­
Chancellor (the Chairman of the Coun­
cil) and the university council itself by 
commenting on the prevailing campus 
atmosphere Indeed the administrative 
officers might find the ombudsman a 
valuable ally in correcting or modifying 
outmoded policies and regulations pre-

:tion reviewed and corrective 
ated. The student, lecturer 

person would 
thus be protected from bureaucratic 
abuse and a climate of order and 
respect maintained. It is not uncommon 
for students to have staged violent 
demonstrations against government 
policies which they misinterpreted. 
The office of the Ombudsman would 
therefore provide an effective clearing 
house of information of both the 
Government policies and university 
administration as well. This will provide 
better outlet of information than the 
present system which leaves the students 
to be fed by extensive rumour monger- 
ings which in most cases are false. The 
saving in the Psychic energy which is 
frequently expended in the campus 
misunderstandings and the preservation 
of good will and civility on the univer­
sity campuses would alone justify the 
creation of the Ombudsman.

The second function of the Ombuds­
man would be to identify wrong doings 
by administrative functionaries. Most 
officers of the universities have been 
students themselves and some have been 
members of the faculty. In one sense 
they are professional administrators 
and in another they are not. It is 
unusually the case with the Heads of 
Department, Directors of Institutes and 
Deans of Faculties to romantically 
cling to the idea that they are still 
faculty members, that they are adminis­
trators for a temporary tenure and that 
they really understand the students 
and their culture. Consequently they 
do believe that all of their actions and 
intentions are in the best interest of 
the students. However, Deans, Heads
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Dr. S. O. Biobaku: he had some 
student fans!

vailing in Nigerian colleges and univer­
sities.

5. "University Ombudsman to be appointed" 
University Affairs Vol. 12 No. 5, May 1971, 
Ottawa, Canada, P. 2.

"grieved 
d appeal 
judsman 
•:*7 and 
n is the

roposing for the academic com- 
./ a remedy against administrative 

The University Ombudsman's

i person 
and inte- 

should be 
f the Om- 

, and academic 
not be factors.

by pro| 
munity 
abuse. — _ 
function will be to investigate and 
seek to resolve student and staff grie­
vances concerning academic, social and 
administrative procedures, practices and 
decisions. If there is one institution 
on contemporary society which is de­
dicated to a fearless application of 
justice and equity for all, it is the 
University. The Ombudsman proposal, 
in my candid opinion, meets an obvious 
need in institutions of higher education 
—an office whose incumbent is beyond 
the heat of debate, who is able to 
suggest that a wrong or indiscretion 
should be corrected, and who is able 
to clear a charge of maladministration 
or discrimination. The establishment 
of such an office could be a concrete 
recognition of the dynamic nature of 
the university community. To the 
extent that the university responds to 
innovation in a spirit of reasonableness 
and openness, precisely to that extent 
it is keeping faith with its tradition and 
is working towards the improvement 
of its responsibility to scholarship and 
society.

A Coveat
It should be emphasised that the 

competence of the Ombudsman should 
be clearly established by the Governing 
Council of the University. The Ombuds­
man would not, ordinarily have the 
authority to reverse a decision of the 
administration, faculty or student judi­
ciary. His power would derive essen­
tially from the publicity and moral 
situation which would result from his 
presence and work. When a complaint 
is brought to him the Ombudsman 
would be the sole Judge of the signifi­
cance of the issue presented. The 
grievance would be either accepted or 
rejected. Once he has established the 
merit of the grievance, the ombudsman 
would have complete access to all 
records and could move freely through 
the administrative faculty and student 
structure. After the pertinent rules 
and regulations had been established, 
the appropriate action would be deter­
mined. After defining the issue, the 
ombudsman would arrange for private 
consultations in which the proper clari­
fications would be made. Then either 
the grievance would be rejected as 
without basis or appropriate remedies 
would be recommended.

The competence of the Ombudsman 
would include the responsibility for 
determining the gravity of the gi ievance, 
the authority to acquire information 
and the opportunity to give advice and 
the right to make the findings public. 
It should be re-emphasized that the 
Ombudsman's main concern would be 
to foster understanding and goodwill. 
In a sense, he should represent a brood­
ing presence to which an aggri. 
member of the university could ap 
in the confidence that the 0mbu«3 
is a man of established integrity 
reputation whose sole concern is 
advancement of justice and equity in 
the Uni sity Community.

The need for a separate University 
Ombudsman arises from the special 
nature of the University. The university 
community, despite all that has been 
said about its resemblance to the public 
service, is still a unique social organiza­
tion and drawns heavily from a long 
standing tradition of relationships which 
place great stress upon professional 
respect, academic freedom and idealism. 
In such an environment the faculty 
members and administrators enjoy a 
great amount of discretionary authority 
and frequently make decisions and 
enforce university regulations as the 
situation seems to demand.

The requirements for the University

Ombudsman should be those of a 
of "known academic ability < 
grity." These two criteria, si 
employed in the selection of 
budsman. Age, sex, 
specialization should r.__ 
Students with whom I have discussed 
this proposal have suggested, in addi­
tion, that the Ombudsman’should have 

an accessible personality, so that stu­
dents would feel free to approach him. 
But I personally would give priority to 

e qualification that the man be an 
tablished academician who has earned 

the respect of all segments of the 
academic community and who has a 
reputation for acting and speaking on 
the basis of principle. As I understand 
the contemporary student mentality, it 
is not the coddling and extension of 
the pareqtal tie that he desires but an 
institutional setting that discharges its 
educational mission to its studentsand 
provides an environment which maxi­
mizes the opportunity for individual 
freedom and responsibility.

Appointment Procedure
It is advisable that the student body 

through its union or some similar body 
be charged with the responsibility of 
nominating candidates for this post. 
The faculty, acting through its senate 
or by faculty-wide ballot, would have 
the authority to approve the list, delete 
names or add to it. Although Ombuds­
man is primarily conceived of as prol 
tor of students, his office should 
available to members of the faculty. 
They should also participate in the 
nomination process. The university 
council, upon the advice of the senate, 
would select the Ombudsman and vest 
him with his office, duties and authority 
This is in line with the practice of 
University Ombudsman in some Cana­
dian Universities. There, the Ombuds­
man is resoonsible to the Board of 
Directors.

The term of office could be five years 
and a full-time appointment. This 
length of time would not only permit 
him to acquire institutional perspective 
and understanding of the office, but 
would also guarantee a reasonable de­
gree of independence. His mandate 
and work would not be constantly 
subject to the pressure of selection 
and reappointment and his tenure would 
be long enough that his role as the 
conscience of the community might 
evolve.

In Summary, this proposal is offered 
in the hope of imoroving the university
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The world's first solid-state one-piece 
telephone instrument has boon developed 
in Sweden. According to SWEDEN NOW, 
the instrument known as ERICOFON 700 
features 'electret' microphone and clectto- 
mc speech circuit; and push-button dial 
pulsing which "can be used with any 'touch' 
catling telephone."
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SWEDISH PRODUCTS:
DIG I STOP

An electric digital timer that works like 
a stopwatch has been developed by AB 
Digistop and is being marketed by Janie 
Machine AB of Sweden. According 
SWEDEN NOW, advantages that make 
superior to the ordinary stopwatch are its 
four fixed memories plus one current timer. 
With it, for example, one can time five 
racers simultaneously. And while an ordinary 
stopwatch measures tenths of seconds, it 
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Debt-ridden Zaire is still poised to borrow 
from the international Money Market despite 
present huge debts. So far she hasn't 
borrowed more but International Bankers 
have no doubt she will soon send out feelers 
for new loans.

Their fear, however, is in her Credit­
worthiness. According to the Financial 
Times, Zaire failed to promptly pay debt­
service dues to Banking concerns in August 
and September. Last year a consortium of 
98 bank saved Mobutu's Zaire from immi­
nent crisis when they signed a new under­
taking in a bid to help her meet obligations 
to Banks to whom Zaire owed an estimated 
S300m.

The agreement provided for a further 
and immediate S250m credit to restore 
Zaire's credit rating. On its part, Zaire 
agreed to the monitoring of its economic 
performances by the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF). Observers, however, believe 
that although some hard core banks will

•a- fr.

other metals would be of limited use be­
cause of adverse chemical reactions. Yet 
a paint is on its own ineffective without 
the right spraying system. Focus this month, 
brings to you some guidelines on spray 
painting aimed at obtaining the right per­
formance from a paint system at a reasc 
able cost—courtesv of Berger Paints 
Nigeria.

Once the 
ray gun 
correctly 
should:

SPRAY PAINTING GUIDELINES
There is no gair

paints and painting form part of that group 
of side developments without which hand­
marks in industry and technology will be 
rendered useless by forces of nature, 
example, without paints, irons and i

the operator has made sure his sp- 
"n is the right one, armed with a 
tly mixed and strained paint; he 
I: (i) adjust fluid and atomizing air 

pressures to suit material and speed of 
operation; (ii) hold the filled gun at right­
angles (90°) to the surface to be painted, 
(in) maintain a distance of 15 cm between 
the surface and the face of the air cap of 
the gun; and (iv) ensure each stroke is made 
with a free arm motion with flexible wrist. 
In addition he should (v) maintain the 
speed of each successive stroke to make for 
aven coating; (vi) start -movement of the 
gun before triggering and stop trigger before 
stopping movement. This guides against 
building up’of paint on surface at beginning 
and end of each stroke; Lastly the operator 
should: (vii) check abrupt and jerky releases 
of trigger; and (viii) aim the gun at the 
extreme edge of the previous stroke to ensure 
getting the required overlap.

Warned Berger "the edges of a spray 
pattern tapers off slightly and to obtain even 
coverage of a surface, it is essential to over­
lap the previous stroke by approximately 
50 per cent."
RAILWAY SIGNALLING EQUIPMENT refuse any further loan, optimist Bankers 

One of the greatest contributions to will step in if and when called upon.

improve productivity and safety on railways 
has been that made by modern signalling 
equipment. With it, a few men can control 
from one power signalbox sections of track 
which previously would have required several 
signalboxes at regular intervals along the 
route. A good example is at London Bridge 
-BR Southern Region-which was com­
missioned in 1976. From it are controlled 
some of the most heavily used tracks in the 
world. It is. responsible for 76 route km 
(47 route miles) containing 238 km (148 
miles) of track, 580 signals, 450 point 
machines and a possible 900 routes.

Main contractor for the signalling scheme 
was Westinghouse Brake and Signal Comp 
any. The system has one mam interlockin: 
and 11 remote interlockings, all controlleo 
from one room in the new signalbox. Normal 
practice in power signalboxes is for the 
small buttons and switches with which the 
operators control the points and signals to 
be mounted in the appropriate positions on 
the track indication panels. However, beau- 
se of the complexity of the working at 
London Bridge—particularly during the 
morning and evening peak travel hours-the 
controls are mounted on separate panels 
with a combined length of 25m (65 feet).

The indication panels themselves hart a 
total length of nearly 30m (100 feet). 
These panels show a diagram of all the 
tracks that arc controlled from the signalbox 
including all signals, points and track sec­
tions. Each track section contains a small 
cathode-ray tube on which the number of 
the train in that section is displayed, 
real train moves along the track, its r 
automatically progresses from section to 
section on the panel.

INDUSTRY AND TECHNoTogV
TINE AND DISC SEEDING MACHINES

Up to now, most formers in Afnca have 
not stopped sowing seeds manually They 
use their hands not necessarily because they 
enjoy it but mainly because extensive farm­
ing is yet to be engaged in, given ruling land 
tenure system. However, it is hoped that 
changing times and tides won't fail to leave 
their marks here too. Meaning, before long, 
seeding, indeed most farming activities, will 
be mechanised.

Among the ready materials, we have the 
Tine and Disc Seeding Machines made by 
Australia's Connor Shea & Company Pty 
Limited. The simplicity of this seeding 
mechanism enables fine grasses and seeds up 
to the size of peas and beans to be sown. 
They sow into both prepared ground sand 
unprepared native pastures.

The Tine Seeding machine is much more 
versanie and can be used for both sowing 
and cultivation. The disc, on the other 
hand, is primarily a sowing unit without 
implements for cultivation.

There are two models of both machines 
-Linkage and Trailed models. The latter 
are fitted with grain and fertilizer boxes of 
the same capacity for all round sowing and 
are normally longer than Linkage models. 
Trailed models come in 2.1m. 2.7m and 
3.9m units while Linkage ones are either 
1.5m; 2.1m or 3.9m comparatively.

In the final analysis, although some o< 
these machines are already in use, for exam­
ple in Nigeria, with time, they will become 
more useful in agricultural Africa.
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Engineering: Through heavy 
investment in research, develop­
ment and engineering, the 
company now employs over 4,000 
scientists and technicians in 
research alone to produce trucks 
that work better, handle easier, last 
longer.

Product Support: With 23 
major parts depots, and 900 service 
outlets all computer-linked in 120 
countries, Caterpillar’s local dealer 
network can keep lift trucks work­
ing at peak performance through­
out the world.

Range: To cover almost every 
conceivable materials handling 
task. Caterpillar offers 46 different 
models from 2,000 to 60,000 (1,000 
to 27,300 kg) with a choice of 
cushion or pneumatic tyres and 
diesel, petrol, electric of LP Gas 
power.

If your trucks don't have the 
same pedigree, they’re probably 
costing you productivity-and 
money.

Put it right by calling your Cat 
Dealer now.

on of UAC of Ghana Ltd . PO Box 5207. Accra North, Tel 21900 Branch KumasiTel 3307 
'on. The United Africa Companyof Nigeria Ltd . PMB1015, Ebute Metta Lagos Tel 43310 
Harcourt Tel 2162 7. Kano Tel 519, Warr. Tel 287
Division of UAC of Sierra Leone Ltd , P O Box 12 7, Freetown, Tel 2807

>. P O Box 299, Monrovia. Tel: 22279

Your Caterpillar Doalersare-
Ghana: Tractor ft Equipment. Division i 
Nigeria Tractor ft Equipment Division. 
Branches Kaduna Tel 43121. Port Har. 
Sierra Leone Tractor & Equipment. D.» . 
Liberia Liberia Tractor & Equipment Co

Get the facts from Cat,
If you change to Caterpillar, you 

can get more production, less 
downtime and greater value from 
your lift trucks.

For instance: 16 Caterpillar 
M-Series electric lift trucks averaged 
no less than 97.2% availability 
during 31,699 service hours. That’s 
a fact.

Before, . .
you’d want more proof, of course. 
But just consider the broad facts that 
back our specific claims.

Experience: Caterpillar’s own 50 
years reputation in machinery 
building combined with its 
acquisition of lift truck pioneer. 
Towmotor, puts a wealth of rugged 
knowledge behind the current range.

Quality: From pioneering towing 
trucks in 1919, and introducing 
of the first conventional lift tru. 
1933, Caterpillar now manufact 
in 11 countries in 19 plants that 
includes an all new lift truck facility 
where one out of every 7 men on the 
production line is devoted solely to 
quality control.
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NATIONALISATION AT END
Finance Minister, Mr. John Mwananka- 

twe was early this month quoted as saying 
Zambia has "more or less reached the 

in its Nationalisation 
According to the FINANCIAL 
Minister made the remark while 
through London from IMF mec 
Was’

Drawing attention to the new Industrial 
Development Act which was okayed last 
August by President Kaunda, Mr. Mwananka- 
twe disclosed that foreign investors were 
now immuned from nationalisation "unless 
the highest considerations of public interest" 
requires otherwise. Under the new Act, 
investors in special priority areas will be 
entitled to spei 
Licences and fc 
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Industries Act whic 
ter had become "

token 15 Oil 'Companies 
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Zambia. The companies 
British Petroleum, Texaco 

According to official 
bian Government 
(approximately 
alleged conspire' 
and keep rebel . 
resolutions.

Most of tbe affected companies acknow­
ledged receipt of the writs early this month. 
Ear her this year President Kaunda had 
declared that, thanks to Lonrho, 
concrete evidence of oil companies' 
ment in Rhodesia through fictmous compa­
nies. He further accused these companies 
o being responsible for Rhodes.ans (mostly 
black) killed with helicopters and other war 
machines fuelled for action.

NIGERIA:
A NEW PORT

At a total cost of f*200m, a new port, 
believed to be the first of it skind in West 
Africa, has been built at Tin Can Island 
near Lagos. It has 15 berths (or 10 for very 
large liners); 2.5 km of hard quay, a 5,000 
kw power plant and many other port facili­
ties. It is to be managed by Mr. A. O. 
Ogunnoiki and 2,975 employees including 
505 senior members of staff.

At the opening. Chief of Staff Supreme 
Headquarters Brig. Shehu Yar’Adua received 
the first two ships to berth—MV River Niger 
and Dora Delta. The latter is a roll-On, roll­
off car vessel and discharged cars using roll­
off gadgets at the new port.

Generally, the Tin Can Island port is seen 
as a welcome fruit of port development 
policies given priorities after the recent 
monstrous congestion at the Nigerian ports 
which led to the use of facilities in neigh­
bouring countries. That congestion, said 
the Chief of Staff during his opening address, 
brought the country into "economic crisis 
whose inflationary ripples are still being felt 
in the economy."

Intensive port development continues. 
The third extension to the Apapa 
the Port-Harcourt, Calabar, Wa 
host of other ports are in top gear.

ZAMBIA:
Oil Companies Face £4bn Charge 
ta^f«^?G,^S1,^rCS'dcn, KennB,h Kaunda has 
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conspiracy against 

include Shell, 
and Mobil.

sources, the Zam­
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£4bn) as damages for an 
racy to deprive Zambia of oil 
si Ian Smith going against UN

The F inancial Times of London early this 
month quo 
Minister, Sc 
that his country 
abroad despite Ci 
cies.

The Minister who was speaking c 
return from IMF's meeting in Washi 
disclosed that he had successfully 
more loans for government and 
institutions while in Washington, 
of these transactions are in the p 
being finalised" he said although < 
that all the agreements are for fa 
terms than past trends.

South Africa's capital account has been 
reading deficit since the beginning of this 
year. Both short-term and long-term flcms 
have recorded red balances mainly because 
of massive short-term outflows and repay­
ments on long-term loans.

Earlier on, crisis in domestic capital and 
property markets had triggered < 
attitudes towards South African 
but Senator Horwood fails to see 
future. To him it would be possil 
R 149m foreign capi 
provision for in his I----

Meanwhile, African countries are keepmj 
up pressure on Western countries and their 
companies doing booming business in South 
Africa. Only recently Nigeria's Obasanjo 
told American businessmen while in America 
that the doors of Nigeria are wide open but 
only for companies without apartheid ce* 
nections or companies ready to present blue 
prints on the phasing out of connection! 
they presently have.

In 1974, Tanzania's President 
rightly noted that there are men 
"my market value is higher than the alary 
I am receiving." But humans, except of 
course slaves, should have no market value. 
Yet many make this statement when referr­
ing to gaps between their know-how and 
the salary they receive.

The fault is in our system. That educa­
tional system geared mainly towards display­
ing certificates as the key to povwr and 
pnviledge. That system which encourages 
our using Western yardsticks to measure 
individual ability without reference to our 
own social setting. Yes the system that 
encourages intellectual parasites and dis­
courages talents and creativity.

But the question is: isn’t it 
The import mentality that gave birth to the new port... . ."Ripples being felt in the economy." Africa saw the light of day?


