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| am not on

the run
-Ex-minister

By Danlami Baban Takko

he former Minister of
Commerce in the late
General Abacha ad-

ministration who was in-
dicted by the judicial com-
mission of inquiry into $60
million (N6.78 billion) cocoa
export levy and Buffer Stock
Funds, Vice-Admiral Jibril
Ayinla (rtd), has denied be-
ing on the run.

Ayinla, who spoke to
Daily Trust in his Maitama
residence in an exclusive in-
terview in Abuja, yesterday,
described media reports that
he is on the run as “not only
misleading but also far from
the truth.”

The ex-minister, who
said he is yet to receive an
official letter of indictment
based on the white paper re-
port, however, acknowl-
edged that he is expected to
refund the $55,609 purport-
edly used for an advertise-
ment ofwhich he knew noth-
ing about.

His words: “Short of say-
ing that | probably withdrew
this money and put it in my
pocket or perhaps used it to
advertise myself, I think | am
yet to know the details be-
cause these were not the sub-
ject ofthe questions thatwere
putto me atthe commission.”

Admiral Ayinla, who also
served as Chief of General
Staff (CGS) in the General
Abubakar administration, he
said that throughout his 35-
year career in the Navy
“there was never a time that
| betrayed the trust reposed
in me.”

He continued, “lsaw my
appointment as minister as a
continuation ofmy service to
this nation and | believe |
acquitted myself creditably,
I did not misappropriate, em-
bezzle or misuse government
funds that were at my com-
mand at any time.”

Vice Admiral Ayinla
served as Minister of Com-
merce from June, 1996 to
November, 1997. He was

also atthe Ministry ofHealth
contd. onpg 2
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obile telephone
hand sets may
cost less when
the Global System for Mo-
bile telecommunications
(GSM) takes off next week
as the Federal Government

The chairman ofthe Presidential Advisory Council on Science and Technology, Professor Mohammed H.A. Hassan (left)
being receivedby President Olusegun Obasanjo duringteh innauguration o fthe Honorary Presidential Council on Science
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By Suleiman Mohammed

has waived by half the duty
to be charged on the impor-
tation ofthe telecommunica-
tion transmission equipment

and Technology by thepresidentat the State House, Abuja... yesterday.
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for the system.

Following a request by
the three companies recently
granted licence for GSM
operation in the country, the
Federal Government yester-
day slashed the importation

Pix: Kennedy Egbonodijc.

151.000 youths infected with
HIV/AIDS in Kaduna

ore than 151,000

sexually active

youths, represent-
ing about 15% of the total
population of Kaduna State,
were tested and confirmed to
be infected with HIV/AIDS.
This makes Kaduna sixth
state with highest number of
HIV carriers in the country.

This was disclosed by
the state Commissioner for
Health, Dr. Hassan Hyet, at
the opening ceremony of a
three-day workshop
organised in Zaria to
sensitise the general public
on the dangers of the killer
disease.

The commissioner, who
was represented by the co-
ordinator, World AIDS
Campaiaogn. Dr. Ishava

. From W aziri Isa Gwantu,

| in Zaria

Matura Tanimu, said in
1991, the percentage ofHIV
carriers in the state was 0.9,
in 1993, 3.8 while in 1999,
the percentage was 11.6.

Dr. Hyet revealed that
the state government, in its
efforts to control the spread
ofthe disease, has purchased
supportive drugs worth mil-
lions ofnaira for distribution

contd. onpg 2
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We will soon earn your confidence (Insha Attahj
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duty from 10to five per cent.

The government ex-
plained that the action was to
make the cost of mobile

phones affordable by Nige-
rians and for the speedy take-

offof GSM slated for Augus;
contd. onpg 2

House committeg report indicts NNPC over N226b

By Reuben Yunana
he House of Representatives ad hoc committee which
probed the importation of refined petroleum product
since the coming to power of the Obasanjo adminis
tration, has indicted the Nigerian National Petroleum Corpo
ration (NNPC) for an unaccounted 80 million barrels of crude
oil amounting to $2 billion allegedly exported between Ma>

1999 and September 2000.

This is the major conclusion of the committee’s interin
report which will be presented to the House for adoption wher
the House reconvenes on August 22, 2001.

According to the report ofthe ad hoc committee headec
by Rep. Ibrahim Ganyama, investigations by the committee
showed that there was a shortfall in the figures presented b>
the NNPC in respect of importation and distribution of pe
troleum products during the period.

The report said the committee uncovered a shortfall of 8'
million barrels of crude oil exported by NNPC during th-
period under which amounted to $2 billion.

contd. onpg 2

Guinea arrests 51 Nigerian
human traffickers

he Guinean Govern-
ment yesterday an-
nounced the arrest of

51 Nigerians allegedly in-
volved in human trafficking
in the capital city, Conakry
en route to Europe.

The Nigerian Ambassa-
dor to Guinea, Alhaji
Abdulkadir Sani, broke the
news in an audience with the
wife of the Vice-President
and founder of the Women
Trafficking and Child Labour
Eradication Foundation
(WOTCLEF), Mrs. Titi

Zaki Tambuwal iIs dead

he District Head of
T IGindi, in Tambuwal

mLocal Government
Area of Sokoto State and a
one time Secretary to the
Sokoto State Government,
Alhaji  Abubakar Zaki
Tambuwal, is dead.

The confirmation of his
death was contained in a let-
ter sent to all media houses
in the state, signed by the
council chairman of

From Kabir Dogon Daji,
in Sokoto

Tambuwal Local Govern-
ment, Alhaji Zaki Amadi
Tambuwal.

Aged 62, Alhaji Zaki
Tambuwal died in a hospi-
tal in Kano after a protracted
illness and his remains has
since been buried according
to Islamic rites in his home
town, Tambuwal.

Until his death Alhaii

Abubakar Zaki held various
positions in the state civil ser-
vice which included, Com-
missioner for Works and
Transport, Commissioner for
Lands and Housing and
Commissioner for Water Re-
sources and Rural Develop-
ment in the old Sokoto State.

He was a one time secre-
tary to the defunct Sokoto

State and was appointed
contd. onvs 2

Atiku Abubakar, at the State
House, Abuja.

Ambassador Abdullah
Sani disclosed that the 51 ar-
rested human trafficker
were apprehended by the
Guinean Gendarmerie or
July 5, 2001 with the assis-
tance of some Nigerian in-
formants.

Out of those arrested. 33
are young girls between the
ages of 18-20, and 17 other-
are male adults including a
man suspected to be the ring
leader.

He disclosed further tha-
the Nigerian Embassy ha-
secured the release of 34 vie
tims, while awaiting arrange-
ment for their deportation tc
Nigeria, but stated that 1"
suspected traffickers are cur-
rently being prosecuted by a
special tribunal constitutec
by the Guinean police.

According to him, 95 pe*
cent of those being held ar_
from Benin, Edo State, while
one ofthe suspected traffick

ers have been identified as e
contd onne
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PDPCRISIS Olawep

~ he crisis in the
Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), is far
from over as the assistant
lational publicity secretary,
Mr. Gbenga Olawepo, ex-
pelled from the party along-
side two others was yester-
day barred from a function
organised by the PDP, de-
spite a court order declaring
their expulsion illegal.

Olawepo accompanied
by his lawyer, Femi Falana,
had yesterday attempted to
gain entrance into the con-
ference hall of the PDP sec-
retariat where the national
chairman, Chief Barnabas
Gemade was inaugurating a
committee when security
men barred him from doing
SO0.

Explanations by the ex-
pelled official that a high
court had ordered that he,
along with Emmanuel
Ibeshi, national publicity
secretary and Harry Marshal,
national vice-chairman,
south-south be reinstated to

Speaking on the findings
of the committee yesterday,
the committee chairman.
Rep. lbrahim Abubakar
Ganyama said: “We can’t
see where the money is, so
it is imperative that the
NNPC should speak up on
this, when the house re-
sumes, we will invite them.’

He said officials of the
NNPC during the investiga-
tions claimed that, 71 million
barrels of crude oil totalling
$1.7 billion was exported
during the period.

“However, we noticed
that there is discrepancy of
about $5 billion,” he said.

He disclosed that after
travelling to different coun-
tries, members of the com-
mittee discovered that it is
only in Nigeria that foreign

9, 2001.

The approval announced
after the weekly Federal Ex-
ecutive Council (FEC) meet-
ing, yesterday, however, ex-
pires by 2004.

Addressing State House
correspondents on the out-
come ofthe meeting, Trans-
port Minister, Chief Ojo
Maduekwe disclosed that the
three companies involved;
ECONET, MTN and NITEL
have requested for a total
waiver of the 10% charged
for importation of GSM
equipment, but government
considered a five per cent
waiver, with the exception of
Value Added Tax (VAT).

Chief Maduekwe said
the measure was to pave way
for clearance at the Nigerian
pons,as away outofthe cur-
rant strict inspection regime

By Henrj/ Omunu

ership of wolaﬂmst;%etumtatmbatha court

their positions fell on deaf
ears.

The security men includ-
ing some party officials
around at the time ofthe in-
cident informed Olawepo
that the party was yet to be
served with the court order.

At this stage of the con-
frontation, Olawepo in-
formed newsmen present
that the same court which
granted the first order, had
yesterday turned down the
application of PDP asking it
to vacate its order that he and
the other two expelled na-
tional officers be reinstated
to their former posts.

Said Olawepo: “You
people have been served.
This is my lawyer (Falana)
and we are just from the
court.

“We are national officers
of the party and by court or-
der the status quo still
stands,” he added.

Accusing the party lead-

H OUSE contd. from pg 1

oil trading companies oper-
ate flexible payment terms
such as advanced payment
option, differed payment op-
tion and prompt payment op-
tion.

He explained that this
situation made buyers of Ni-
gerian crude choose options
that suit them rather than
what suit the Nigerian gov-
ernment.

“There was a court ruling
on some of these foreign
companies which suggest a
conspiracy between them
and the NNPC.

“In spite ofthis court rul-
ing, NNPC continued to deal
with these companies,” the
committee chairman la-
mented.

He accused the Nigerian
Ports Authority, the Depart-

FG contd. from pg 1
at the ports, as well as to cut
cost for GSM subscribers
when it finally takes-off.

He said the Ministry of
Communication has been di-
rected to facilitate the provi-
sion of reliable telecommu-
nications equipment in the
couittry.

Chief Ojo Maduekwe
declared, “this we hope will
also address the issue of cost
on subscribers,” he said, add-
ing that the package was
carefully prepared by the
communications ministry to
facilitate GSM operations.

The Three licensed op-
erators ofthe GSM -NITEL,
ECONENT and MTN have
recently announced various
charges for subscribers for
the new telecommunication
Asystem.

feCON nV and MTI\II

order, he continued “the PDP
was in court to vacate court
orders, but the judge struck
out the application and ruled
that its earlier order still sub-
sists.”

His position was sup-
ported by Falana, who stated
that his client had given an
undertaking in court not to
resort to violence in getting
his position back.

“l made an undertaking
to make sure my client com-
plies with the rule of law and
PDP is duly bound to obey
court orders,” he said.

This is the second at-
tempt by Olawepo to get
himself reinstated into the
PDP leadership, the first at-
tempt being when Ibeshi and
himself were denied access
to their offices in the party's
national secretariat and pre-
vented from having an audi-
ence with Chief Gemade.

But the party through its
national publicity secretary,
Venatius Ikem denied ever

ment of Petroleum Re-
sources and the Nigerian
Maritime Authority of con-
spiracy to withhold informa-
tion from the committee.

“When the House recon-
venes, we shall subpoenathe
heads of these government
agencies and if they refuse
to appear, we shall order
their arrest,” he threatened.

On the problems of refin-
eries in the country, Rep
Ganyama said the commit-
tee discovered that Kaduna
refinery was given to Total
despite the fact that Chiyoda,
the Japanese company that
built the complex also
bidded for the job.

The committee was set
up last year following the
adoption of a motion spon-
sored by Rep. Nduka Irabor.

scheduled to begin opera-
tions announced last week
that they would charge
N 15,000 and N20,000 re-
spectively as connection fees
in addition to N4,000
monthly as access fees
among other sundry charges.

According to the compa-
nies, subscribers connecting
from an MTN line to another
and those connecting within
the ECONET network
would pay N28 and N30 re-
spectively per minute at peak
periods, while those con-
necting other operators
would pay N30 and N35 re-
spectively.

Off-peak rate are N20 per
minute within and beyond
MTN network, N25 per
minute within and beyond
ECONET network, and N35
per minute to connect to
Other oberafm}clrespectivify"

Trust

barri'ng the expelled mem-
bers from the party secre-
tariat.

Nobody in the PDP, he
said has disobeyed the court
order, saying “the party has
not said there is no court or-
der, but having an audience
with Chief Gemade, | don’t
believe is part ofthe courtor-
der.”

Explaining that Olawepo
has no office at the party’s
secretariat, Mr. lkem ac-
cused him and the other ex-
pelled members of the hid-
ing behind the cover of the
courtorder to cause disaffec-

tion and disorganise the
party.

Meanwhile, at a press
conference afterwards, the
PDP spokesman said the
party has information indi-
cating that Olawepo and
company are planning to as-
sault national officers of the
party, including attacking
the party’s headquarters and
ultimately paint the PDP in
bad light.

“This group has recruited
thugs, cultists, former stu-
dents leaders and some uni-
versity students across the
country who have converged

Thursday, August 2, 2001

in Abuja and have been plan-
ning the proposed attack and
demonstration,” he alleged.

The PDP image-maker
said the party has already
lodged a complaint with the
SSS and police and there-
fore, advised the recruited
unsuspecting youths not to
allow themselves to be used
to cause the breakdown of
law and order.

He, however, revealed
that the PDP is making at-
tempts to vacate the court
orders granted the expelled
officer in a higher court.

WRAPA Secretary-General, Saudatu sahdi (left), Mr. Anyakne Njirimoru (middle) and the Executive Director,
Womens Aid Collective, Mrs. Joy Nguzi Ezeilo, during the courtesy visitofIHRLG body to Daily Trust, Abuja.,

yesterday.

Pix: Felix Onigbinde.
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free of charge to all in-
fected persons in the state.

The commissioner said
the state government has
since opened HIV/AIDS
units in all the Kaduna state-
controlled hospitals to offer
free tests to all and sundry in

as Minister from Decem-
ber 1997 to June 1998, all
during the Abacha regime.
And from June 1998-May
1999, he served as the Chief
of General Staff (CGS).

Recently, the Federal
Executive Council adopted
the white paper report ofJus-
tice Micheal Edom commis-
sion directing Admiral

former police officer
from the Benin Police Com-
mand.

Items reportedly recov-
ered from the house of one
of the suspected traffickers
include, 200 fake Guinean
passport booklets, fake flight
tickets, fake American dol-
lars and other incriminating
items.

Ambassador Sani who
said the victims were in bad
condition, commended Mr-
Tifi Abubakar for” Q) ctToi

the state.

Dr. Hyet, said “consider-
ing the alarming rate at
which the disease is spread-
ing the world over, the
Kaduna state government is
making frantic efforts to
combat the spread ofthe dis-

Ay| n Ia contd. from pg 1

Ayinla and General Azizato
refund $20 million which
they allegedly misappropri-
ated.

ease.

He regretted that the
greater percentage ofvictims
in the state come from the
southern part ofthe state and
called on Kaduna state indi-
genes, especially youths, to
refrain from casual sex and
multiple sex partners.

Sources at the presidency
had earlier told Daily Trust
that the State Security Ser-
vice (SSS) and the police are
on their trail.

Zakl contd. from pg /

Chairman, Bank of the
North Limited (BON).

Until recently, he was
turbaned as the first district
head of Gindi (14 Sarkin

G u | Nea contd. from pg

so far in changing the lives
of the young Nigerian girls
who are victims of human
trafficking, through her pet
project, WOTCLEF.
Responding, Mrs. Atiku
urged public-spirited Nigeri-
ans to rally round the Fed-
eral Government and its
agencies in the war against
human trafficking, stressing
that the job of ending the
scourge must be undertaken
b¥ all stakeholders ifit is to

-..0y
be done - wi'iii Ji

Kudun-Gindi).

He issurvived by 3 wives
14 children and 19 grand
children among his childrer
is Engineer Mohammed

Sambo.

According to her,judicia
officers must rally round th
prosecutors of the wa
against the scourge in orde
to make Nigeria a huma
trafficking-free nation.

While stating that th
foundation has alread
handled three cases in Benir
the Edo State capital, Mr
Atiku stressed that the pas
ing of her private Bill by tl
National Assembly wou
mean an end to the problenr

“as,thQ law will protect fr

d| © qutlms and punish the tta
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500 communities to get
electricity toy December

total of 500 rural
communities are
billed for connection

to the national grid by
December 2001 as part ofthe
Federal Government national
rural electrification
programme.

Already government has
announced that 232 rural
communities have been
provided with electricity
between May 1999 and April
2001, while about 1,270 others
are currently undergoing
provision nationwide.

Stories by Suleiman Mohammed

Power and Steel Minister,
Dr. Olusegun Agagu, who
announced this to State
House correspondents
shortly after the Federal
Executive Council meeting
yesterday said about 340
rural electricity projects have
been completed between
1988 and 1999.

According to him, the
present administration
inherited a total of 846

L-R: The Minister of Communications, Dr. Mohammed Bello Haliru,
the Minister of State for Communications, Alliaji Haruna Elewi and
the Minister of Defence, Lt-Gen. T.Y. Dajuma (rtd) discussing during

the Federal Executive Council mecing held t_the 2tate Hoﬁj Abuia

.. yesterday.

uncompleted . projects
abandoned for over ten years
by previous administrations.

He said about 589 out of
1,270 projects were prioritised
for completion out of which
over 200 have been completed
and ready for commissioning.

Dr. Olusegun Agagu
explained that President
Oluesgun Obasanjo, has also
directed all cabinet ministers
to commission completed
rural electrification projects

within their states of origin
since the programme
covers all parts of the
country.

He explained that,
government placed much
attention on the
electrification of local
government headquarters,
and that ofthe existing 774
local governments in the
country, 575 have already
been connected to the
national grid. “We expect
to connect the remaining 98
before 2003,” he assured.

Obasanjo pays respect to late Emma

resident Olusegun
Obasanjo and all the
cabinet ministers

yesterday observed the
traditional one minute silence
in honour of the late FRCN
network State House
correspondent, Mr. Emmanuel
Ewose.

Mr. Emmanuel Ewose died
last Monday after a protracted
illness at his residence in Area
I, Garki - Abuja.

President Obasanjo led
the ministers shortly before
the commencement of the

Those against OGoasanjo are
Nigeria’s enermies—minister

inister of State for
M Defence (Air

force), Engr. Dan
Chuke, has said that those
calling on President
Olusegun Obasanjo not to
seek a second term are
enemies of the country.

The minister, who said
this on Tuesday in Abuja
while receiving a delegation
ofthe Ndigbo Forum, a Pan-
Igbo cultural association,
said the Obasanjo
administration has the
interest of the common man

Government

By Hammeed M. Bello

at heart, adding,
“government is not amiracle
worker, things have to be
done systematically.”
While assuring the
delegation of government’s
efforts in alleviating their
suffering through
infrastructural rehabilitation,
the minister averred that
“God has answered the
prayers of Nigerians by
making Obasanjo the
president, and his bold
initiatives in rescuing the
country from the ruins ofthe

to prosecute

erring baby food marketers

Il infant food
manufacturers and
importers in Nigeria

who fail to comply with the
nation’s code of.marketing
breast milk substitute are to
face the full wrath ofthe law,
the Minister of Health, Prof.
Alphonsus Nwosu, has said.
Speaking at the opening
ceremony of the year 2001
world breast-feeding week in
Abuja yesterday, the
minister who was

represented at the occasion
A7 Kic | S 1 / f

By Ikenna Emeka Okpani

that the present
administration was
committed to improving the
health and nutrition of
Nigerian children through the
promotion, protection and
support of breast-feeding.
In his speech at the
occasion, the UNICEF
representative in Nigeria, Dr.
Christian Vounard, advised
mothers who are HIV-
positive to either feed their
babies with breast milk

past are paying off.”

Earlier, the President-
General of the forum, Chief
Martin Okeke, stated that the
forum changed its mind about
an Igbo president and
declared its support for the
Obasanjo/Atiku ticket in 2003
owing to the Obasanjo’s shift
ofattention to Igho problems.

Federal Executive Council
(FEC) meeting, and prayed
God to grant the family of
the late FRCN
correspondent the fortitude
to bear the loss.

Similarly, members ofthe
State House Press Corps
(SHPC) paid their last
respect to Mr. Emmanuel
Ewose, who until his death
covered official activities of
President Olusegun
Obasanjo both within and
outside the country.

he Electoral Reform
MNetwork (ERN), a
platform established
to coordinate the legislative
advocacy of civil society
organizations on the
electoral bill, has described
the powers conferred on
INEC under the draft
electoral law as “too
excessive.”
Spokesman of the
network, Mr. Tom
Adanbara, described this

oised to protect the right

ofthe Nigerian child, the

Federal Government has
endorsed the proposed
Children Rights Bill, foronward
approval by the National
Assembly.

The bill, packaged by the
Federal Ministry of Women
Affairs and Youth
Development, yesterday
received the approval of the
Federal Executive Council (FEC)
meeting held at the State House,
Abuja.

Other aspects of the bill
include: age of maturity, put at
18 years, street begging,
hawking, child abuse and child
labour as well as other related
matters that affect the growth
and development of youths in

Pae3

Children rights
law linden* ay,

the country.

Chief Ojo Mad. - -.
who expressed disgu- t -
level ofchild labour ar
begging inNigeria tod
the new law will sp
punishments for
offences.

He explained that v
introduction ofthe Un .rsa
Basic Education
programme, the new b
make it compulso
parents to send their cb
ward to school, fail
which would attracta r
penalty.

-jer

L-R: Minister of Power and Steel, Dr. Segun Agagu and Min
Transport, Chief Ojo Maduekwe during the press briefing on r

come of the Federal Executive Council (FEC)ﬁneeti he|d at th

House, Abuja ... yesterday

Group describes INEC’s
power as ‘excessive’

By Danlami Baban Takko

when the group called on the
Managing Director of Media
Trust Limited, Alhaji Kabiru
Yusuf, in Abuja yesterday.
The group noted that the
guidelines regulating the conduct
of elections are too restrictive,
and the conditions for the
registration ofpolitical parties as

FG’s policy on corruption
Nprecedented - Ekaete

urrent policies
targeted at
eliminating
corruption in the country
have been described as
unprecedented, not only in

By Austine Odo

their scope, but also in terms
of the political will
supporting them.

This assertion was
made at a lecture for
participants of Senior
Executive Course 23 at the
National Institute for Policy
and Strategic Studies, Kuni,
Jos on Tuesday, by the
Secretary to the
Government of the
Federation (SGF), Chief
Ufot Ekaete. He said the
policies are all embracing
and targeted at key areas
which provide structural
support for corruption.

ChiefEkaete noted that
as a source of corruption,
the propensity by past

over the nation’s economic

activities, is being tackled
through the policies of
economic liberalization,

communication and
privatization as well as the key
legal and institutional reforms
introduced in the economic
sector.

The SGF also listed other
sectors that bred corruption as
the uncontrolled expansion in
public sector employment and
the weaknesses of regulatory
and control mechanisms within
both the public and private
sectors.

According to ChiefEkaete,
the new government policy in
this direction has targeted the
achievement of enhanced

capacity of control
mechanisms as «<»ll oc

contained in the propose

too stringent. This, the X
said, is inhibiting po: ar
participation inthe demo. ~aoc
process.

The network called f  the
formulation of guideline that
would enable detainee™ in:
prisoners to register and  te
in future elections. Italso .-;e
a case for the reversation  ai
least 30 percent of ele .ted
positions for women.

Earlier in his speech the
leader of the delegation Mr
Olawale Fapohunda, w
also the Chairman, Advo k.
Committee, describedthe media
as important allies in
popularizing the positio of
civil societies on electoral
and expressed the hope at
Media Trustwould contir eto
give the necessary cooper Kin
in this regard.
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NEHPACaLEsSs urenpoynet
of A0MmMyoutts- A 1sha Ismalil

ver 30 million youths
are unemployed in
the country, a major

problem attributed to
industrial collapse due to
National Electric Power
Authority’s (NEPA) problems
and employment embargo
during the military regime.

The Minister of Women
Affairs and Youth
Development, Hajiya Aisha
Ismail, stated this on Tuesday
in Abuja when her Niger
Republic counterpart, the
Minister of Social
Development, Population,
Women Promotion and Youth
Protection, Madame
Foumakoye Nana Aichatou,
paid her a courtesy call in her
office.

She said that lack of
constant power supply
because of some problems
facing NEPA in the country
over the years, caused
industrial collapse which at
the same time resulted in the
increased number of
unemployed youths in our

By Habiba Adamu
society.

Hajiya Aisha stated that
the Federal Government has
commenced measures aimed
at solving NEPA’s problems
so that industries could

.employ about five million

youths.
She added that the
number of unemployed

youths continue to increase
as the years rolled by during
the military regime because
of the embargo placed on
employment by former

Hajiya Aisha Ismail

governments, adding that the
present government was now
creating vacancies to employ
youths yearly.

The minister further
stated that  National
Directorate of Employment
(NDE) has recently provided
employment for about 10,000
youths.

FGcalls for nedia
acalnst ams praliferation

orried by the
W inherent dangers
in the

proliferation ofsmall arms and
light weapons in the country,
the Federal Government has
called on the media to carry
out a massive campaign to
check the phenomenon.
Chairman, committee on
the proliferation and illicit
trafficking in small arms and
light weapons, Maj.-Gen.

Royal father indicts Mobil over wronginformation

s tension continue
tomountinFinimain
Rivers State
between Mobil Producing
Nigeria Unlimited and
indigenes ofthe community,
the paramount ruler of
Finima, Chieflsrael Idamiebi-
Brown has accused the
company of distrust.
Addressingjournalists in
Po|t Harcourt Tuesday, the

paramount ruler of the town
and spokesperson for the
community said that his
subjects were restive
following what he referred to
as distorted information
Mobil was busy feeding the
public.

According to Chief
Isreal Idamiebi-Brown, the
issue between his people
and Mobil Producing was

that of illegal acquisition of
materials oftheir land, where
money was allegedly paid
indiscriminately to some
individuals who had no
status to represent owners of
such lands.

He stated further that by
this singular act, the oil
company successfully
sowed a seed of discord
amongst members of his

Trust

he National

Committee on the

Proliferation and
Ilicit Trafficking in Small
Arms and Light Weapons,
has expressed fear that the
nation's young democracy
could be truncated if the
current flow of illegal arms
into the country was not
checked.

Speaking to Daily
Trust yesterday in Port
Harcourt during a courtesy
visit to the Rivers State
Governor, Dr. Peter Odili, the

From Bassey lta,
in Calabar

Inameti Yellow-Duke, who
made the call in Calabar
during a three-day working
visit to the state, noted that
an aggressive and
sustained media campaign
would go a long way in
checking the dangerous
business.

While confessing that
the problem has been

community, which
thereafter sparked off the
recent crisis in the
community.

Chief Idamiebi-Brown
said as a result, some
hoodlums who got the said
money now use it against
innocent people in the
community in concert with
some law enforcement
agents, adding that people
were either tortured,
maimed or their houses
destroyed.
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Illegal arms could tri neat
democracy - Gen Yellow-Duke

against the ups
weapons impo
smuggling into
Yellow-Di
issue of arms p
was more seve
dreaded HIV/AII >5<
“Manypeo
from armed robb
trans-border
especially int e

From Wisdom-Uduak Patrick,
in Port Harcourt

leader of the southern zone of
the committee, Maj.-Gen. |.B.A.
Yellow-Duke, called on all
hands to be on deck to fight
what he called a dangerous
monster before it consumes the
country.

According to him,
posterity would not forgive us

if we fail to do something Eastern zone a d
- religious and
‘ a l l alg] clashes,” he obsc
He advised N

learn her lesson
sister African co1
went to sleep w
quantities ofillicit
their way into wr
Yellow-Duk
as long as large g
illicitarms were in
there might be no
our nascent demo
long as different d
groups acquire am
and use these arm
disturbances in diff
of the country unc
or religious guises
armed robbery) ou
attracting foreign ir
into the country w
vain,” he pointed o

tackled at the sub-regional level
without much success, the
committee boss said small arms
and light weapons in the
context of their usefulness and
nature, are military-type riffles
revolvers; motar bombs, land
mines, grenades and dane guns.

According to him,
modalities for stemming the
scourge were discussed during
a moratorium with allECOWAS
states three years ago. He
stressed too that the initiative,
which became the first of its
kind the world over, was
considered a model by the
United Nations (UN).

Continuing, Maj.-Gen.
Yellow-Duke, said the
moratorium undertook to curtail
the manufacture, sale and
transfer of small arms,
reiterating that the nation’s
commitment to keep the UN
protocol led it to destroy all
seized arms before the July 9th
UN deadline for arms
destruction.

Mr. Smith, IGP

WéEK 1 GAME 1 WINNING NUMBERS:

P17 33 1411 | 46 Issoj

12 Q

"N e IS q

Wit j s1tr camME 1T 7IFT TING NUMRERSH—

13 £

3 11

WEEK 2 GAME 1 WINNIN

18 |

20 j

NUMBERS:

213 | 315 1413 ] j

WEEK 3 GAME 1 WINNING NUI\/IRERS

21H 33

36 1

28

144 190

igh

am
. ay.
id thi
ratioi
in th<
‘urge.
- <iail>
tracks,
Iditry
iorth-
thnic,
nunal

;na to
other
uho
large
found
lands,
eotnatl
nes of
hands,
ire for
v "\s
1d
_y
se

ra ts
thnic
idmg
>t in
ment
be m

PLAY THE NATIONAL SPORTS LOTTERY, YOU too COULD BECOME A MILLIONAIRE

V: &

fim
m m f



Thursday, August 2, 2001

EDITORIAL
Recover the loot,

punish the looter

At long last, the federal government has is-
sued awhite paper on the Oluwole Rotimi com-
mission of enquiry into government land hold-
ings, and damning it is of holders of public of-
fice. The commission is one ofseveral set up by
the Obasanjo administration at its inception
and the best that can be said of the white paper
two years later is better late than never. It is
only hoped that action on the other commis-
sions’ reports would be as decisive when they
eventually come.

Itis gratifying that action has not been con-
cluded on the report. President Obasanjo has
promised that some suspected offenders will be
prosecuted and there are hints that the panel
will conduct a more extensive probe.

The president’s promise has however cre-
ated some doubt. He said during his media chat
last week that some of officials who converted
public property to their private use would be
prosecuted, but this may not be enough. For
their sake and for the sake of Nigeria, ALL
those is in possession of public lands should be
prosecuted and those who are innocent will
have the chance to have their names cleared in
public. Those who are guilty will be made to
pay a price set by the law and not that deter-
mined by the whim of any public official.

Because the commission looked into prop-
erty transfers on which there had been com-
plaints or petitions, it would not help matters
to stop atthat. There could be many more gov-
ernment property now in private hands on
which no complaints had been made, and it
would be unfair to let them remain so. The
public is aware for instance that many
parastatals of the federal government have sold
land to private individuals at sometimes ridicu-
lous prices. The federal government should go
ahead and look at all transfers of public prop-
erty to ensure that they were exchanged at eco-
nomic prices at the time they were sold or else
claim them back

The most important decision government
has yet to make is however on what to do with
officials who have been indicted in the white
paper and others who might suffer a similar
fate in future. These are officials who, trusted
with our common national treasures, have de-
cided to expropriate "'them for themselves - a
gross betrayal of trust.

Not only must their punishment not consist
of merely ofbeing deprived ofcommunity prop-
erty which they stole, they should also be de-
prived of opportunity to ever betray our trust
again. They should also be punished in such a
manner that others seeking office in future
would know that they would not get away with
this form of thievery.

The federal government should initiate a bill
by which the National Assembly will make such
action unrewarding perhaps to the extent of
banning perpetrators from ever holding office
in Nigeria.
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The essential Bala

By Issa Aremu

actually became propagandists and apologists of military

dictatorship ofall traits. Some are simply miserable chieftains
of ethnicity and regionalism, generating more heat and less light for
our peoples seeking forjustice and development.

In contrast, Dr. Jibril Bala Mohammed, the University of
Maiduguri lecturer who died last June in a motor accident was
unapologetically a socialist, patriot and internationalist in a Leninist
non-doctrinaire sense of the word to the end. Any attempt therefore
by the likes of Abubakar Jika to recruit Bala into ever unhelpful bor-
ing regional and ethnic tom beat must be seen for what it is; uncon-
scious posthumous disservice! Bala never needed to ‘redefine the
national question’ for he knew that it is an integral part of class and
social relations and he shares this not ‘hitherto’ but all the time. Which
is understandable, given that commitment to socialism is more con-
viction than a passing fad for him. He significantly also saw Marxism
as a method and analytical tool and not a doctrine or prophesy. Bala’s
capacity for analysis was self-evident in our undergraduate days such
that it was clear that if he was unable to make a revolution, he would
naturally end up a lecturer teaching revolution! He was adjudged a
successful mass communication lecturer that turned out equally suc-
cessful students in significant number. He will always be remembered
for his erudite participation in the NTA weekly media review pro-
duced by the late James Audu. Nothing could be more revolutionary;
blending theory and practice, refusing to be consigned to the margin
and insisting to be in the mainstream!

Which points to another essential attribute of Bala’s scholarship.
Much has been said about the ma§s expulsion in ABU under the au-
thoritarian vice-chancellorship of Ango Abdullahi in 1881, including
the notorious ‘rice theory’, understandably so given that Dikko’s task
force on rice captured public imagination then. Apart from the repres-
sive character of the unprecedented expulsion aimed at weeding out
the progressive forces on the campus, that singular deployment of the
big stick was meant to terminate budding inquiring minds, Bala’s
inclusive. Remarkably, Bala turned his expulsion at final year into an
even greater search for knowledge and not despair as preferred by the
inquisitor, thanks to his industry and exceptional hard work. He started
f»nd completed first, second and doctorate degrees in unprecedented
quick successions. The mediocre and failed radical is not Bala. Fail-
ure was alien to him. On the contrary, excellence and distinction are
hallmarks ofgenuine comrades, very well in the traditions ofacknowl-
edged radical thinkers and practitioners.

Undaunted Bala returned to ABU and made the point that denial
of first degree on trumped up charges was only a calling to doctorate
pursuits and not to slide into ignorance from which he chose to escape
in the first instance! Even when some renegade lecturer-supervisors
employed subterfuge to undermine his resolve during his doctorate
studies, Bala endured. All is well that ultimately led to him leaving
his foot imprint on scholarship. Bala saw the bigger pictures in life,
while his oppressors are pre-occupied with amundane obstacle build-
ing.

Paradoxically, Bala’s fertile mind was nurtured in the functioning
public primary and secondary schools in post-colonial Nigeria. This
great mind was further watered in the vibrantpublic university system
ofthe 70s and 80s. Today we shamelessly pay lip service to Universal
Basic Education (UBE), pitch basic education against university
education as if they are mutually exclusive, endlessly play politics
with primary teachers’ pay and ultimately destroy university education.
Reproducing Balas (assuming it is possible) puts to test the sincerity
of purpose of all our education administrators. When will there be
public hearings on our collapsed public schools? Tony Blair, British
Prime Ministergotoverwhelming second term votes almoston account
ofreviving British secondary schools. Our governors are desperately
seeking re-elections, which in itselfis a healthy measure ofconfidence
in democratic dispensation. But to what extent have they particularly
delivered on their promise on reviving the educational sector? May
Bala’sacknowledged talentand scholarship, being a product o frobust
public schools of the recent times spur us to demand for functional
public education for all as distinct from the existing privileged lager
instruction-centres and expensive frauds called private schools.

Reviving public schools calls for system men and \yomen as dis-
tinct from the existing anarchism. Essential legacy of Bala is system
and organisation. In a society in which unrepresentative and unac-
countable individuals, persons without visible constituency, domi-

jiatejtiher”ublicscenebysheermoneyandrM tor
m' . X

N ota few comrades proclaim end ofideology, altogether. Some

$A

and against so-called national conference!), Bala’s silent but effec
contribution within systems and organisations makes a remark
difference.

Few at such a tender age devoted so much time and energ;
organisation huilding! ‘Civil society’ is the new fad generously b
promoted by international financial institutions and ‘developm
agencies, following frustration with state-building they ironically -
moted and funded in post colonial Africa. At a time, it was far fr
being popular, Bala and his compatriots had realised the fact
Africa’s future lies in vibrant civil society. This realisation fi> m
from Claude Ake’s observation that ‘people must own ” their
development which means that they have to be its agents as well a
means and ends. *Bala has selflessly contributed to building of o-
ni/ations that include students’ unions, Movement for Progres-
Nigeria (MPN), NUNS/NANS, Patriotic Youths Movement (PYV
ASSUU, and CAPP etc. “For a country that is democratising wit
political parties, a country in which individuals and not program-
and organizations are in contest for power. Even without, discern,
differences in terms ofideas and vision. Bala’s legacy in organisat
building around ideas and issues are worth exploring even after de
This certainly tasks his comrades and comradeship is what he
behind.

Comradeship, an enduring bond of commitment to fairness
justice, is currently an endangered virtue. No thanks to the net d
torship of selfishness, exclusiveness, regionalism, ethnicity, gr.
mediocrity and brute force on national, regional and global scale. J- =
Miihammed Bala’s death was one comradeship-anomie too m;
His life was a celebration offriendship and comradeship that cut acr
all known Nigerian divides; religion, region, tribe, gender and c.
Baia’s cosmopolitanism often confounded those permanently hu;
by their lowly origin! Today, there is abysmal deficit of trust, frie
ship and solidarity, essential values for community and nation bu
inf Gang ups along exclusive issues are shamelessly being ex.
ite*! The spirit of comradeship and solidarity, Bala left behind is r
remarkable exception.

He died believing in Nigeria even as those who profited rr
from the country are eager to throw the country to the dogs. In
extreme a former Attorney General of the Federation, Chief Rich
Akmyjide has just discovered that he has always been a senior

Advocate ofa ‘paper Republic’, as he now insists Nigeria os;
sibly made through amalgamation in 1914 was “a mistake”!Itisa
order to ever think that patriot Bala, would be post-humoro.
honoured with national award for keeping faith with the Federal
public until the end. But the challenge is for his compatriots to dee-
his legacy of patriotism, believing that genuine honours actually
long to the generations yet unborn.

Which then brings us to the unorthodox but enduring attribute
Bala. At a time we pitch the state against the civil society, Bala v
dialectical case crosses the artificial and dysfunctional divide. Groor
in the barricades of campus and street protests, he once also servo
his local government and his last assignment was at the Federal le
Bala was- clear that Africa shall not eradicate poverty, generate we:
not ensure growth and development if we do not strengthen the ir.
tutions of both the state and the civil society. The notorious anarc'
tic demand of free marketers that will roll back an even retrench
state altogether through rushed and uncritical privatisation is notc
sistent with Bala’s principle.

The last essential traits of Bala are family and religion. Recei
wisdom has created an impression thatreligion and family are ina
patible with radicalism and Progress. Bala creatively rejected this -
tion The Bohemian life or a comrade and scholar is false an unde
able as far as Bala is concerned. Indeed, the urge and desperatiot
complete our education after ABU fiasco was largely motivated
the need to fulfil the legitimate aspiration of parents who sent u-
schools in the first instance. Bala was a product worthy of family .
he leftaworthy family behind. Ata time it was popular to reject fa
Bala has always been convinced that Allah is known through reas
anc: that reason cannot be substituted for faith. He was bom a Mus
ant; died as one. We have shown how at one time he turned one ai.
flei: of life to greater pursuit of greater know ledge. May Almig
Allah turn this eternal accident that claimed his life to even grea
ami rewarding eternal rest and peace. May the knowledge that Bai
deah isalso a loss to Nigeria an Africa confers some fortitude for
imi lediate family to bear the great loss.

Long live Bala!

iremu isgeneral Secretary (NUTGWN), Textile LabourHou

PA Box 905, Kaduna.
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The fantasy world you’ve lived in your mind
is no longer a wishful thinking. All thanks
to the Achiever”

IBN Multivalue Personal Account...an
investment account that offers you the

attraction of both a savings and current
accounts.

- Initial deposit of N250.000 and minimum
account balance of N 100,000
*Flexible borrowing when you need it.
*Personal accident cover.
Multilocation access to funds
~Scholarship scheme

*Attractive interest rates

*Free electronic purse (Inland Cash Card)

*Free COT and E-mail address
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And grow. In no time!
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The hate phenomenon

Bv Mohammed Kabir Garba

anyone would hate someone or

something. The more 1 tried to
understand this innate intrigue, the more |
become confused. One thing I know is that
hate is something that is trouble to the i nd
if one allbws it to occupy his reasot. ng
mentality - the unique mind for reasons
perhaps unknown.

However since | am neither a psycho! v'ist
nor a soothsayer, | may not understand deeply
the complexities of hate as it affects he
psyche of an”indivicfual, nations and tribes.
What I do know is that hate consumes anyone
who is in the habit of falling into its
destructive fold.

Why do individuals, tribes, and nations
choose to hate rather than love one another?
The answer | think depends on so many
things. Hate in an individual confuse his
conscience as his anger is directed at the
object ofhate. Forexample, a person is likely
to hate another if they applied for promotion
and did not succeeded. Insituations ofri\aliy
such as courtship in marriage, hate always
shows its ugly face to create a serious face-
off if one suitor loses out.

Hate among nations is usually between
the leaders rather than the led. A good
example is the situation in Democratic
Republic of Congo and its neighbours
Uganda and Rwanda. It flares up between
the led as was the case in several disputes
especially the genocide in Yugoslavia.

Hate has created many problems around
the world. In Nigeria for example, hate is
responsible for the unnecessary ethnic cl; -hes
in many docile communities. Hate wa- the
major reason in clashes between the Jukuns
and the Tivs some years ago. Hate caused
the brutal mass killings of the ljaws, md
Hausas by the Yorubas in Sagamu and Lagos.
Hate was and still is the cause of the Ife-
Modakeke crisis. Hate is the evil that
triggered off ethnic fighting in Nasarawa
State between the Hausa-speaking Azara
people and the Tivs, hate is responsible for
countless brutal killings thatare too numerous
to mention. In Rwanda and Burundi, hate was
so fierce that when the Hutus and Tutsis
started killing one another, the two tribes did
not stop until well over 70,000 of them had
died. It is on record as the greatest human
tragedy in Africa beside the Nigerian civil
war.

I have often found my self-wondering why

How can one suppress this evil? | would
like to suggest that we should allow religious
considerations to take hold on our lifestyles.
In Islam for example, it is clear to a believer
to love his fellow human being and take him
or her as a brother or sister no matter his
religious orientation. We noticed such
behaviour when Lagos was boiling during the
OPC crises. The violence spread to Kano
where Yorubas living there for generations
were taken into the homes of Hausas for
safety. This is the type ofbrotherhood Islam
enjoined on its followers. |witnessed a heart-
warming scene during a recent trip from
Abujato Lagos. Two men, one was clearly a
Yoruba man with tribal marks peculiar to
Ibadan people. His friend was a Hausa man.
They were conversing in Hausa language.
What surprised me was'that the Yoruba man’s
Hausa was impeccable. Theyjoked, laughed
and ate together as ifthey were from the same
region or tribe. Is anything better than that
act ofbrotherhood in a nation like Nigeria?

Garba is of #25 Community Road,

Daily Trust

Opinion

OBJ: Operating Blurred Jeremiad

he era when Nigeria reached the

apogee of a habitual hysteria of

habitus- which is a true reflection of
its image has finally arrived. The luxuriant
despairs and corruption index has confronted
the high expectations echoed in Mr.
President’s Inaugural Speech of May, 29h
1999 volte-face. If the vociferous resent on
the breach of the law and perpetration of
corruption / evil are cardinal thrust of our
torchbearer’s own volition at the initial stage
then the vitiate state of the nation’s tempo
cannot be devoid of a transparency vol-au-
vent. But it is improper to commiserate with
a cad that deliberately prefers to be a colossus
ofcomatose. That is not to say we shall derive
ecstasy in fleeing our motherland because of
the state of hopelessness. Both the nation and
its’ edicts are our sheer investments that
should not be allowed to shatter.

The image laundering of the nation-state
has to score its latent values through the
initiation of strong surviyalist instincts from
instrumentality of resurreetive resilience.
Building new platforms in an old order such
as ours will only be accessible by a
repudiation accompanied by the eradication
of an ethical reproach. Though societal
aberration is not necessarily a function of a
good ethical conduct but the attempt to
abolish a defective societal parsimony had
offered high hopes of livelihood in modem
participations.

The corruptionphiles has finally secured
an environmentally friendly habitation with
the non-redeeming effort pulling strings from
the inadequacies of the past to further
strangulate the ever paralysed society in
Operating Blurred Jeremiads. What is new
about the emergence of new miseries? The
operators were quoted as being asking at
different fora. They say, since fifteen years

By Paul Mamza

of “military tyranny,” was condoned by
Nigerians it is morally justifiable to
accommodate two or more years of “civil
wreck.”

Anything short of that they continued is
unnecessarily pestering those that are just
about to perfect the act of squandering our
common weal. The gospel according to our
leaders of corruption has since been relayed
that National Rebirth can only be possible if
after the nation has been laid at the nadir of
its fortunes and this forms their cardinal
objectives for the remaining period of their
civil misrule But even the supposedly fifteen
consecutive years o f‘military tyranny’ is not
as bad as the unbroken two years of ‘civil
wreck'. Take for instance, the mt:ch abused
amongst the military ‘tyrants’ who
paradoxically was responsible for the woes
of the nation since the amalgamation of its
protectorates in 1914 through the year of
independence in 1960 up to the year of
democracy, year 2001 had designed a
plausible structure which when only
maintained let alone improved in the last two
years would have drastically reduced the
supremacy hold ofthe misery index. The only
achievement of the two years of democracy
which apparently became the greatest since
independence is that a conman had finally
exposed the atrocities of the tribe of conmen
without allowing the activities of these
conmen been outlawed. While a M mister who
doubles as a master-puppeteer of genocide
had putrefied the common weal at a Ministry-
in-charge of electricity generation plants and
parachuted to another Ministry to perfect
another gross form of misappropriation, the
few unfortunate victims of supposedly
inefficient performance and corruption were

YOUR
Oputa, what about ongoing violations?

Pag

summarily dismissed making the protect
to be protected. Evidently the shel
protection has to derive its genes f
ancestral inclinations and hence, t
biological orphans needed to be politic
orphaned incompliance with the new ei
reorientation. Actually it is believed at
state affairs that it is only those citizens
has not been favoured by the govemnie
the day that can observe such default
designs. After all what is abnormal abc .
normality. By the time the new era s
prostrating into extinction the traditional ¢ -
that will delegate the cupidity of the ru
clan will not be sought from either the N
or the East. The pedigree tacticians with
skills had mastered the arts Of tactics
tactics has to be as succinctly as poss-
during capacity building in interest-mak

The majestic calculations h
majestically offered the traditii
accomplices a strong platform to go in
huddle. Whether the secret is to secret
none of your business. To exhilarate
delegate’s appetite at satisfying
descendants is a task that must be done,
criminal for anyone to question the mo\.
chase the spirits of their ancestors out o
new ‘hall o fethnicization 'when it is ce
that two incompatibles cannot be compat
The overzealous raider will be raided b>
ever-competent and ever-ready eth
militiamen who serve as reposses’
savages. The savages had earlier warned
the current round of economic in inan
which resulted in the depreciation ofthe v
ofthe nation’s currency can be due to lac -
their participation in the effort of nati
recourse. '

Mamza wrote in from Altmadu E
University, Zaria.

ERS

uch has been written

about the proliferation

of lawyers and the
consequent drop in standards of
practice in the legal profession in
Nigeria of recent.

Inas much as | find itdifficult
to understand the argument as to
why the quality of lawyers would
drop because as one eminent
jurist put it recently, “we are
producing too many lawyers”, |
find it shocking when | interact
with gentlemen of the legal
profession and discover how
shallow some can be outside law.

The incurable optimist that |
am, | tried to rationalise the
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want to congratulate you

(Daily Trust) and your

editorial board for providing

vibrant publications
Nigerians at a period when some
sections of the press see nothing
bad in the governance of the
country since 29-5-1999. You
have been on the side of truth.
We the masses are solidly behind
you, irrespective of tribe and
religion. I am saying more grease
to your elbows.
Ndubuisi S. Okoroafor
5. Abudu Street.

for

discovery but insisting that the
field of law is so professional and
vast that lawyers hardly have time
for anything outside their time-
consuming and demanding
profession. But that has changed
as the Oputa panel began to reveal
things. | must admit that my
interaction with lawyers can in no
way claim to be extensive.

Similarly, apart from a few
interesting revelations and
dramatised reconciliations, |
think the Oputa panel has become
something of a diversion, a
sideshow to keep the press and
general public from realising how
hungry we really are. A lot ofthe
so-called violations of human
rights being investigated are still
daily occurrences to some of us,
and are happening right now,
even asyou are reading this piece.
A brush with the police, members
of the armed forces or even
bullion van drivers will
demonstrate in practical terms
what | mean.

Why beneficiaries get thei

e public may not know
that when detailed
authorisation of
expenditure is issued to the
Accountant-General of the
Federation (AGF) not all such
moneys are released to the
beneficiaries. The pity ofitis that
these supposed beneficiaries do
not know the details let alone
receive their votes in time or at
all.

Even with the complacency
with which | view proceedings at
the Oputa panel, the performance
ofsome ofthe lawyers has simply
dumbfounded me. From plain
bad English to lack of
preparation, and ignorance about
the whole idea behind the Oputa
panel, I cannot but conclude that
some lawyers have become a

shame and source of
embarrassment to the legal
profession.

Apart from bad English and
lack of composure before the
panel, some of these lawyers
appear to be confused. It isagood
thing that the Oputa panel is not
a conventional court of law,
otherwise the performance of
some of these “Oputa lawyers”
would have been a major
catastrophe in the annals of the
legal profession in Nigeria. Had
that been the case, Hamza Al-
M ustapha would have been freed
with compensation and
apologies.

as fixed deposits in about three
banks for several months. In some
cases the votes are moved to the
Federal" Pay Officers in the states
and are then brought back.
Check the allocations to
federal government colleges for
the past six quarters and see what
fraction actually got to them and
when as against the authorisation
from the Federal Ministry of
Finance. So when our bosses in

Unfortunately, even \
known lawyers like C
Fawehinmi disappointed m
All I remember him doin
pounding the rostrum and
merely audible. Is that wha
does in a conventional court
was he barely carried awa\
emotions? Even laymen re;
the importance ofcomposun
lawyers in front of a judg
jury. Or how else do you prac
the subtler arts of the profes
in defence of clients?

All these raise some quest
that are begging for answers
prospective law students mee
required qualifications? Is
rampant exams malprac
taking its toll? Or is the prob
with the law schools? Or inc
a general reflection of the w
society where mediocrity is
order of the day?

Salisu Suleiman,
P. O. Box 10427,
Garki, Abuja.
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as private cars you
understand. The police
actually better placed to stud}
pattern as does the FBI but
know better.

Please promote
democracy by checking it oi
is just that simple.

Kennedy Chuke,
No. 1, Osun Crescent,
Maitama,
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Morocco considers
Berber rights

T 7" ing Mohammed VI of

1~ Morocco has
JLAL~romised to set up a
body to preserve the language
and culture of the country's
Berbers, who make up a
majority of the population.

In a speech to mark the
second anniversary of his
accession to the throne, the
king said the body would work
towards integrating the Berber
language into the education
system.

Berber activists have been
campaigning for their
language, Tamazight, to be
recognised as the country’s
official language.

Reiterating his pledge two
years ago to build a modern
democratic state, the king said
the issue of identity was
“crucial” and affected ail
Moroccans.

The Moroccan constitution
recognises only Arabic as the
official language.

This has effectively
prevented many Berber
children, who speak only
Tamazight, from gaining an
education.

In June, Moroccan
authorities stopped Berber
activists from holding a
meeting aimed at creating a
united group to press for
Berbers’ rights.

Berbers, also known as
Amazigh, lived in what is now
Morocco before the Arab
invasion in the seventh
century.

King Mohammed said he
had decided to setup the Royal
Institute for Amazigh Culture
“to strengthen the pillars ofour
ancestral identity” bearing in
mind "the need to give a new
impulse to our Amazigh
culture, which is a national
treasure”.

The king “The
institute will be in charge of
preparing and monitoring the
integration of Tamazight into
the educational system, in
conjunction with the other
ministerial services.

Berberactivists welcomed
the announcement.

said:

They pointed out,|
however, that in 1978 the
Moroccan parliament

approved the creation of a
national institute for Berber
studies, but the institute was
never set up.

King Mohammed VVof
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Minister ofStatefor Defence (Airforce), Engr. Dan Chuke (left), Minister o fDefence, Theophilus
Danjuma (middle) and the Chinese ambassador, Mr. Liang Yinzhu atthe 74th anniversary ofthe
founding ofthe Chinese Peoples' Liberation Army... recently.

Pix: Felix Onigbinde.

Hamas vows to revenge
kllllng of eight Palestinians

heikh Ahmed Yassin,

Hamas’ spiritual leader,

has warned that the
Israeli people would “pay the
price” for the deaths of eight
Palestinians after an Israeli
helicopter fired*into a Hamas
office in the West Bank city of
Nablus on Tuesday.

The funerals ofthe victims,
including two senior Hamas
officials and two children, were
held in the West Bank
yesterday.

Tensions flared following

Ariel Sharon.
Israeli Prime Minister.

the attack on Tuesday, as
thousands of Palestinians took
to the streets in the West Bank
and Gaza and clashes broke out
in various areas.

Israel is on high alert for
possible acts of revenge by
Hamas.

Israeli Prime Minister Ariel
Sharon was scheduled to meet
with his security cabinet
yesterday morning to discuss
the deterioration of the last few
days.

World leaders have
condemned the Israeli attack in
Nablus, saying it was an
unnecessary escalation of
violence and a breach of the
ceasefire agreement brokered
by the United States.

Jamal Mansour and Jamal
Salim, both senior Hamas
activists, were among those
killed when an Israeli helicopter
struck a third-floor research
office belonging to the
organisation.

Two children, eight-year-
old Bilal Abu Khader and his
five-year-old brother, Ashraf,
who were playing outside the
seven-storey building at the
time of the attack, were also
among the dead.

Mr Sharon’s spokesman,

Raanan Gissin said the loss of
innocent civilian life was
regretted, but he suggested the
children may have been used as
“human shields”.

A Hamas spokesman told
the BBC that both leaders
belonged to the group’s political
wing and had no connection to
military operations.

The Palestinian Authority
has declared two days of
mourning for the victims.

A few hours after the attack,
Palestinian gunmen shot five
Jewish settlers, injuring one
woman seriously, near the West

Bank city of Ramallah, Israeli
military sources said.
In the Gaza Strip, Israeli

forces killed a Palestinian
policeman and a member ofthe
Islamic Jihad group.

UN condemns massacre of Sl

Leonean civilians

T he Commander of the
UN peace-keeping force
in Sierra Leone has

described as callous an attack on

civilians which took place
recently in the diamond mining
region in the east ofthe country.

Lieutenant General Daniel

Opande movingly told reporters

on Tuesday that the massacre of

W&.ESE)(LBH’TtBSS&ZbF

enya's President,
Daniel arap Moi, is
suing the former US
ambassador to Nairobi, Smith
Hempstone over a book which
alleges that Mr Moi was
involved in the 1990 murder of
Foreign Minister. Robert Ouko.

Mr Ouko disappeared from
his farm in western Kenya
shortly after returning from a
trip to the US and his body was
discovered three days later,
having been shot, doused with
petrol and set ablaze.

Mr Moi and Industry
Minister Nicholas Biwott are
seeking unspecified damages
for defamation on the basis that
Mr Hempstone’s book, The
Rogue Ambassador brought
their characters and reputations

contempt .
Both Mr Moi and Mr
Biwott have denied any

involvement in the Kkilling,
which the police have never
solved.

The president’s lawyers
accuse Mr Hempstone of
publishing the allegations out of
malice against him or for the
“sordid purpose” of making a
profit.

They are also suing the Text
Book Centre, the bookshop
which has already started selling
the book in Kenya and want its
distribution ceased.

In 1991, British detectives
from Scotland Yard told a
Kenyan judicial commission
that Mr Biwott was a prime
suspect in the murder.

cabinet post and briefly
detained before being released
due to lack ofevidence.

In 1997, he returned to the
cabinet and remains a member
of Mr Moi’s inner circle.

Last December, a Kenyan
High Courtawarded Mr Biwott
a record 30 million Kenyan
shillings after he had sued
British writer and pathologist,
Dr lan West, again in
connection with the death of Mr
Ouku.

Mr Hempstone,
ambassador from 1989 to 1993,
was frequently scathing in his
public criticisms ofthe Kenyan
government.

His book also claims that
Mr Moi was angry over the
warm reception his foreign
minister received in
W ashington and accused him of

Thursday, August 2, 2001

Menezes wins Sao Tome’s
presidential election

usinessm an

Fradique de

Menezes  has
been declared the winner of
Sao Tome and Principe’s
presidential election.

The result, announced
late on Tuesday, ended two
days of speculation about a
possible second round of
voting.

Mr de Menezes polled
56.31%, well ahead of
former President Manuel
Pinto da Costa, who gained
38.73%.

Mr Pinto da Costa,
whose Marxist
administration ran the

country from independence
in 1975 until 1991, had been
tipped to make a return to
power.

Turnout among the
67,000 voters was high and
polling took place without

any reports of major
incidents, just logistical
problems.

Election observers from
Angola, Taiwan, Gabon,
Guinea-Bissau and Nigeria
have declared the vote free
and fair.

Mr de Menezes is a
member of out-going
President Miguel

Trovoada’s Independent
Democratic Alliance.

Mr Trovoada is stepping
down after the two five-year
terms the constitution
allows.

He leaves the mainly
agricultural economy in a

at le:ist nine civilians and
possibly many more was one of
the worst things he had seen in
his long military career.

Tl:ey were slaughtered like
chickens, the general said, by a
man h described as a renegade
rebel commander, one Demba
Marat

H is from an apparent
splints group from the main
rebel Revolutionary United
Front which has signed a
ceaset re,which the UN says the
maint rce is largely respecting.

The Kenyan UN
comm nder said the scenes in
the village of Henekuma had
chilleo his blood when he saw
the remains of a murdered six-
month-old baby, other small
children and old people.

The UN saw nine bodies in
the village, although some
reports say the number of dead
was much higher.

The assault on Henekuma
appears to have been inrevenge
for earlier attacks on rebel
positions by armed militiamen
opposed to the rebels.

-Reliable reports said
militiamen known as Kamajors
or Donsos had attacked several
villages, killing at least 45
civilians.

The outbreak of fighting
between the rebels and the
militiamen in the diamond
mining areas is a serious

challenge f? il} N, which has

poor state.

During the campaign, the
candidates concentrated or
how they would spend new
wealth, which is forecast tc
be generated by recent of
discoveries.

Both  Angola anc
Nigeria, big oil producing
countries are keeping a close
watch on the situation ir.

their much smaller
neighbour.
Angola has been a

traditional supporter of Mr
da Costa, whose party
remains the largest ir
parliament, while Nigeria
signed a maritime border
agreement with Mr
Trovoada.

The former Portuguese
colony lies 300km off the
west coast of Africa.

anti-tank missile

T he lranian defence
ministry says it has
successfully test-fired an

anti-tank missile capable of

destroying the most
sophisticated armoured
equipment.

The ministry said the

missile, known as Saeqgeh-1
(Lightning-1), was notable for
its accuracy, range and
adaptability to different
geographical conditions.

In a statement carried by the
Iranian news agency, the
ministry said lranian experts
wholly designed the new
missile.

Iran’s official news agency
Ima described the new anti-tank
missile as “a bold move that will
surely alarm the United. States
and Israel”.

The United States and Israel
have repeatedly expressed
concern about Iran’s ambitious
weapons programmes.

Iran already has similar
weapons but the Iranian defence
ministry said the new missile
was very accurate and with a
high destructive power.

The ministry insisted that it
was designed entirely in Iran to
meet the defence needs of the
army,

Butitisnot quite clear ifthe
missile is modelled on existing
foreign designs.

Defence experts say that
Iran’s current anti-tank weapon,
known as Raad, was based on
some Russian missiles.

Iran 'has been under a
western arms embargo since the
Islamic revolution in 1979.

But the Iranian authorities
say the country has been able
to design and manufacture its
own sophisticated weaponry
including missiles and
helicopters.

Lastyear, the US and Israel
expressed grave concern when
Iran test-fired its first medium-
range missile, known as
Shahab-3, which is capable of
reaching the Jewish state.

There isno common border
with Israel to make the anti-tank
weapon a threat.

But there is concern in
Israel that such advanced
weapons could end up in the
hands Of the Hezbollah OroOMN
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Parlystqos Incian PMfrom resigniing

ndian Prime Minister Atal

Bihari Vajpayee has

offered to resign, but has
been persuaded to remain in
office by his party.

Mr Vajpayee told his
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
that he was willing to quit
because ofproblems within his
governing National Democratic
Alliance (NDA).

“l cannot manage the NDA.
I have grown old. 1 am also
unwell. 1 should leave the
chair,” Mr Vajpayee was
reported tc have said.

The move came at a time
when the prime minister is
under increasing pressure after
a number of political scandals
and the apparent failure of
recent talks with Pakistan.

“At the BJP parliamentary
party meeting this morning,
Prime Minister Vajpayee did
express his desire to quit office

LacHlick kilis A0 in Iindonesia

t least 60 people

have been Kkilled

and hundreds are
still missing in a landslide on
the Indonesian island of
Nias, about 100km
northwest of Sumatra.

Rescue workers were on
their way to the villages hit
hardest, said Abdurrahman
Nasution, a local
government official.

Three villages were
swept away before dawn on
Tuesday as most villagers
were still sleeping.

Mr Nasution said at least

US moves

he United States
House of

Representatives has
voted to ban all cloning of
human embryos.

Congressmen passed the
legislation, supported by
President George W. Bush,

by a 265-162 vote.

The House then went on
to reject an amendment to
the bill, which would have
permitted human cloning for
stem cell research, while
outlawing it to produce

children, by 249-178.

Medical groups and the
biotechnology industry
backed the amendment,

George W. Bush
US President

in view of his inability to have
the NDA function in a coherent
and disciplined manner,”
Parliamentary Affairs Minister
Pramod Mahajan said.

“Party members reacted
sharply to the PM ’sremarks and
said Mr Vajpayee could not be
allowed to leave,” he added.

The BBCS correspondent
said the prime minister’s
personal integrity is a key part
of his public image, and some
see his offer to resign as a way
of trying to reclaim the high
moral ground.

The prime minister has been
under increasing pressure, both
from within his government and
from the opposition, over the
talks with Pakistan and a series
of financial scandals.

Earlier this month, a
landmark summit between Mr
Vajpayee and Pakistani
President General Pervez

103 houses were destroyed
in the landslide, which
followed two days of
incessant rain, which left
most of the village of
Sambulu on Nias under
water.

Three earthquakes
measuring a magnitude of
5.3 to 5.4, which were
recorded near the island on
Tuesday, might also have
been the cause of the
landslide.

Emergency medical and
food supplies have been
flown in from the city of

to ban

proposed by Representatives
Jim Greenwood, a
Republican from
Pennsylvania, and Peter
Deutsch, a Democrat from
Florida.

The bill is notyet law, as
it first has to be passed by
the Democratic-led Senate.

“This House should not
be giving the green light to
mad scientists to tinker with
the gift of life,” said
Republican Representative J
C Watts ofOklahoma before
the vote.

Some congressmen,
however, argued that
cloning to help medical
research was both morally
acceptable and scientifically
good.

Mr Greenwood and Mr
Deutsch said permitting
cloning for research could
lead to cures for terrible
diseases.

“Why  would we
condemn the world and
future generations not to
have this miracle?” Mr
Greenwood said.

Currently, most stem
cells for research are
obtained from  spare
embryos produced at fertility
clinics, but President Bush is

Musharraf failed to reach any
agreement because of
differences over Kashmir.

Mr Vajpayee saw the
summit as part of a personal
initiative and its collapse was
said to have left him vulnerable
politically.

His government is also
under pressure over a scandal
surrounding the country’s
largest mutual fund, Unit Trust
of India (UTI).

Transactions in one of its
main investment schemes were
frozen earlier this month,
causing panic among millions
of small investors.

The chairman of UTI and
two directors have since been
arrested for suspected
involvement in a $3.8m fraud.

On Tuesday, Finance
Minister Yashwant Sinha was
heckled in parliament as he
defended his ministry’s

Medan, the provincial
capital of North Sumatra.
But the BBC's

correspondent in Jakarta said
reaching the affected areas
will not be easy, since the
roads on the island are
extremely bad and the worst
affected villages are at least
80km from the main town.

Hundreds of people die
in flooding and landslides in
Indonesia every year.

Nias attracts hundreds of
foreign tourists, mostly
surfers, but officials said
tourists did not frequent the
areas hit by the floods.

weighing whether to allow
federal funding for such
research.

Embryos left-over from
in-vitro fertilisation are not
clones and are not affected
by the new legislation.

The ban passed by
congress, threatens violators
with 10-year prison terms
and million-dollar fines.

It is a setback for the
scientific community, but a
victory for President Bush,
whose administration has
supported ? LOtal ban on
cloning.

“The president is pleased
that it passed,” White House
spokesman Ari Fleischer
told reporters.

“It has the proper
measure of ethics, science
and respect for a culture that
places value on life.”

A W hite House
statement issued on Monday
said the administration
approved of the
development of cell- and
tissue-based therapies based
on research involving the use
of nuclear transfer or other
cloning techniques to
produce molecules, DNA
and cells other than human
embryos, tissues, organs,
plants or animals.

handling of the crisis.

One of Mr Vajpayee’s
alliance partners, the Shiv Sena
party, has alleged that members
of the prime minister’s office
were involved in the scandal.

Earlier in the year, his
government was also
embarrassed by an arms bribery
scandal, which led to the
resignation of the defence
minister.

Atal Bihari Vajpayee,
Indian Prime Minister.

Odd World
Mouse trapped
In sleeper’s
windpipe

A man in the
southern India
State of Tamil
Nadu with the habit of|
sleeping with his mouth
open found that it had
turned into a mouse trap,
a news report said
yesterday.
Muthu, 35, was taking
a nap in his wastepaper
warehouse in Coimbatore
city when the mouse
the
United News of India
[reported

Seeking to explore the

entered his mouth,

way down his windpipe,
the rodent bit the man’s
mouth.

An irritated Muthu
woke up and without a
clue about what was in his
mouth tried to swallow
the intruder, which got
stuck in his windpipe.

Muthu was rushed to a
hospital with a bloody
mouth, but within a few
minutes a doctor managed
to remove the rodent
explorer from the human
mouse trap’s throat.

The mouse was dead,
but doctors said Muthu
was discharged from the
hospital on Tuesday in
goodhealthArrnrnnnn
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Megawati's
finest hour

By Abdulazeez Abdullahi

s. Megawati Sukarnoputri’s dream final
true on July 23,when she was swom-n the
fifth president of Indonesia by the cc i:r\ -
parliament, which unanimously impeached embattlec i—ne:
president, Abdulrahman Wahid. For her, itwasacl r .dst-
of patience and perseverance-paying offafbr losim >it >n
an opportunity to lead the country in 1999 to the cha-
Wahid who then enjoyed the backing of the alii. c. o-
Muslim parties.
As expected the former vice-president’s ascer
power was greeted with applause and sighs of r t b\
hundreds of thousands of her supporters who were t o<
glad to see the departure of Abdulrrahman Wahid an
ati end to the almosttwo years ofturbulence inthe go\ r.anct
of the country. Indeed the people of Indonesia t ler

.~mc

presidency as a breath of fresh air and a sign ofgoo- t igv
to come. But the 54-year-old daughter of Indonesi - s
president, Sukarno, who led the country to indepi dencc

from Dutch colonialists after the second world

Megawati’s first task may be
how to bring an end to the
seemingly endless political
instability that has eft
Indonesia’s economy in
shambles with sectarian
violence and separatist
insurgence putting the nation
of over 210 million people on
the brink of disintegration

enormous challenges ahead as she attempts to steer r
of state.
Megawati’s first task may be how to bring an er u

seemingly endless political instability thathas leftInd e
economy in shambles with sectarian violence and se~ ir itisi
insurgence putting the nation of over 210 million pe &
the brink ofdisintegration. Her political finesse wit >
put to test when she eventually attempts to restore p ueu
the troubled northern state of Aceh with separatists
to secede from the rest of Indonesia.

The new president also faces the task of putt g rh
country’s fledgling economy back on track afterthen. - >
brought about by the 1997 Asian economic crisis.

Analysts are ofthe opinion that what stands as Met  k
greatest challenge is that of consolidating democ ¢ r
Indonesia which has over the years moved from
termed authoritarian to semi-authoritarian type ofden

:h: ng

How to go about this is by providing an enabling envir ir ient
forthe pillars ofdemocracy: rule of law, separation of v _ts.
protection of the rights of individuals, etc, to be n
practice.

Megawati has, for now, chosen to retain herprede.
cabinet to help her tackle the myriad of problems fa* le
country and does not have to worry about time facto i> she
has the benefit ofre-contesting elections in 2004 after - ¢
out the remainder ofWahid’stenure. Whetherherpre dency
will be a success remains to be seen but the fact that te has
the backing ofthe country’s influential army, the par ament
and, of course, the masses is a pointer that perhaps Tange

and prosperity are just by the comer.
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Nigerian Stock Dealings (NSE)
Price Listas at 01/08/2001

OPENING CLOSING
COMPANY PRICE PRICE CHANGE DEALS VOLUME

TUP
ACADEMY
4.CCESSBANK
A.FPRINT
\FRIBANK
\PRPAINTS
AGIP
AGLEVENT
AlICO

ALEX

AP
ASHAKACEM
BCC

BERGER
BLACKWOOD
C&ILEASING
CADBURY
CAP
CAPALBETO
CFAO
CHARTERED
CHALLARAM
CMB
COOPBANK
CORNERST
COSTAIN
CRUSADER
CUTIX
DELTGLAS
DTIMES
DUNLOP
EKOBANK
ETERNAOIL
EVENSMED
FIRSTALUM
FIRSTBANK
FLOURMIL
FSB

GCAPPA
GOLDBREW
GROMMAC
GUARANTY
GUINNESS
HALLBANK
IGL

IMB
INLANDBANK
JBERGER
JOHNHOLT
JOSBREW
LASACO
LEVBROS
LIBERTY
LIONBANK
MANNYBANK
MAY &BAKER
MOBIL
MORISON
NAL

NB

NBC

NCR

NEM
NESTLE
NIGERCEM
NIGERINS
NIWICABLE
NNFM
NOLCHEM
OKOMUOIL
ORIENTBANK
OWENABANK
PFIZER
POLYPROD
PRESTIGE

Pz

ROYALEX
RTBRISCOE
SAVANNA
SCOA
SKBEECHAM
TEXACO

TIB

TOTAL
TRADEBANK
TRIPLLEG
UAC-PROP
UACN

UBA

UBN
UNIDONDCON
UNIPETROL
UNTL

UPL

uTB

uTC
VITAFOAM
VONO
WAPCO
WEMABANK
WTN

TOTAL

VALUE

195,388,482.42
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Nigerian Stock Dealings (NSE)
Gainers/Losers as at 01/08/2001

Gainers
COMPANY

JBERGER
UNIPETROL
UNIONDICON
MOBIL
GUINNESS
FLOURMILL
FSB
NIGERINS
uTB

LIBERTY
SCOA
PRESTIGE
ASHAMACEM
CRUSADER
MANNYBANK
EKOBANK
C&ILEASING
ORIENTBANK
NEM
RTBRISCOE
DTIMES
CHELLARAM
PZ

NBC
GOLDBREW

OPENING PRICE CLOSING PRICE CHANGE

Losers
COMPANY

NOLCHEM
FIRSTBANK
WAPCO
UBN
UBA
CHARTERED
TUP
IGL
AFRIBANK
CAP
UAC-PROP
UACN
BERGER
JOHNHOLT
DUNLP
ETERNAOIL
NCR
TRIPPLEG
UTC
SAVANNA
COSTAIN
SKBEECHAM
CMB
JOSBREW
GROMMAC
Summary of Transactions
DEALS VOLUME

OPENING PRICE CLOSING PRICE CHANGE

No. OF COMPANIES
195,388,4K2.42

Source: NSE, Abuja Area Office

21.13m shares valued at N195.39m traded at NSE yesterday

Trading reports collected from Abuja Area Office of the Nigerian Stock Exchange
indicated that a total of 21.13 million shares valued at N195.39 million in 1,915 deals
were traded on the floors of the Nigerian Stock Exchange.

There were no transactions in the Industrial Loans/Preference Stocks sector and the
Federal Go-, “rr.cr.' stocks sector.

Price Movement:

The bulls tied with the bears on the floor, with a total of 25 companies gaining and
losing in their share prices.

Gains were recorded in the Constriction, Petroleum Marketing, Food/Bcveragcs &
Tobacco, Breweries, Banking, Insurance, Conglomerates, Building Materials, Managed
Fund, Automobile and Tyre, Printing and Publishing and the Commercial/Services sub
sector.

JBerger Pic led the price gainers, as it appreciated by 273 kobo to close the day at
N57.38 per share, followed by Unipetn 1Pic, which appreciated by 100 kobo to close at
N43.00 per share.

Other price gainers include Union )icon (77 kobo); Mobil (64 kobo); Guinness (50
kobo); Flourmill and FSB (39 kobo api* ce); Nigerins (26 kobo); UTB (19 kobo); Liberty
(12 kobo); SCOA (11 kobo); Prestige 10 kobo) and Ashakacem and Crusader (9 kobo
apiece).

Loses were recorded in the Petrolet rn Marketing, Banking, Building Material, Food/’
Beverages & Tobacco, Industrial and_D >incstic Product, Chemicals & Paints, Real estate,
Conglomerates, Automobile and Tyre, Computer and Office Equipment, Construction,
Healthcare, Packaging and the Breweries sub sectors.

Nolchem Pic led the price losers, dropping by 148 kobo to close at N28.22 per share,
followed by Firstbank Pic, which lost 55 kobo, to close at N24.55 per share.

Other price losers include W'apco (5( *kobo); UBN (48 kobo); UBA (38 kobo); Chartered
(35 kobo); Seven-Up (29 kobo); Afribank (24 kobo); CAP and UAC-Prop (12 kobo apiece);
UACN and Berger (10 kobo apiece) at:d Johnholt (9 kobo).
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Mono-product economy causes
speculative dollar chase vuaas

peculative betting
against the naira has
been linked to lack of

Bv Kakiya A. Muhammad

According to him, “the

a significant non-oil expiontperative of diversifying

base for the country.

Chairman, Board of
Directors, First Bank of
Nigeria (FBN) Pic, Alhaji
Umar Mutallab, who traced
the lint: lamented that the
naira lost 10.6 percent
against the US dollar
between end of May 2000
and end of May 2001.

Alhaji Mutallab was
speaking at the 32nd Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of
members of the bank in
Abuja. He expressed concern
that the promised
diversification of the
economy base through active
private participation in non-
oil production and export
remained elusive, “oil thus,
continues to dominate
economic output with the
economy badly exposed to
price shocks.”

away from oil remained
strong as evidenced by
growing unemployment and
factory closures, food
shortages, and poor non-oil
foreign exchange earnings.”
He especially, saw the
need for very strong and
urgent stimulative policies
on agriculture and
manufacturings even as he
observed that the Nigerian
Agricultural and Rural
Development Bank
(NARDB) was yet to make
significant impact on
agricultural production.
While acknowledging
significant breakthroughs in
debt rescheduling and
waivers with the country’s
major creditors, Alhaji
Mutallab, however, observed
that debt servicing remained
high with nearly $2 billion

spent in the first quarter of
last year.

He maintained that
more relief was required so

that resources can be
channelled into badly needed
improvements in

infrastructure, productive

investments and poverty
alleviation.

Itwould be recalled that
the country’s major creditors
grouped under the Paris Club
rescheduled two thirds ofthe
estimated $28 billion with
them and waived about S3
billion in penalties.

Legislator says WTO
not favourable to

he House of
I Representative
Committee

Chairman on Industries,
Hon. Hamisu M. Shira has
decried the manner in which
Nigeria embraced the World
Trade Organisation (WTO).

Hon. Shira, who
represents Shira-Giade
Constituency in Bauchi State
said in a chat with newsmen
recently in Abuja that the

Speed-up steel industry revitalisation, Akume tells FG

he Benue State
Governor, Mr.
George Akume has
advised the
Government to speed-up
efforts at revitalising the
nation’s steel industry.

According to him, the
steel industry, if revitalised,
will provide “a sound base
for proper industrial
production and sustenance.”

The governor who
stated this while declaring
open a meeting of the
National Council on industry
(NCI) in Makurdi, the Benue
State capital recently, noted
that the poor state of
Nigeria's steel industry has
stagnated the nation’s
industrial revolution.

A statement signed by
the Chief Press Secretary of
the Governor, Tahav
Agerzua disclosed further
that Governor Akume also
invited the Federal Ministry
of Industry, State
Governments and private
investors to exploit the
advantages of the vast
resources in the state and
other incentives provided for
investors by the state
government.

Akume lamented the
low production capacity of
Nigeria’s industries, whicft

George Akume, Benue State Governor

he affirmed, was the reason
for the excessive dependence
on importation ofgoods into

Fedehel country.

According to him: “If
we must explain the nation’s
failure on the long misrule of
the military dictators, the
time has now come for
democracy to bring the ugly
trend to an end.”

Akume tasked the
Federal Ministry of Industry
to fashion out a speedy
industrial development
model that would usher
Nigeria into a 21st century
industrial change.

Responding, the
Minister of Industry, Chief
KolaJamodu, who is also the
chairman ofthe NCI assured
of the present
administration’s
commitment to reposition
the nation’s industrial sector.

He noted that the
government was already
reviewing tariffs on some
products meant for export,
and carrying out such other
economic reform
programmes like
privatisation and upgrading
the nation’s infrastructure to
attract foreign investments.

Shareholders condemn FG’s bid

he Federal
I Government’s bid to
take over the

unclaimed funds came under
severe attack by shareholders
at the 32nd Annual General
Meeting of First Bank of
Nigeria (FBN) Pic held
recently in Abuja.

National Co-ordinator
of Independent Shareholders
Association, Chief Sonny
Nwosu who was one ofthose
who criticised the idea said
“it is not government money,
government has actually
taken all they needed from it
including state and, federal
government tax.”

Chief Nwosu insisted
that the unclaimed dividends
is for shareholders, urging all
stakeholders to come
together and do something
about it.

He suggested that
unclaimed dividends lists
should be made available to
shareholders who would go
through it and inform their
colleagues who may not
know that they have
unclaimed dividends

pending.

He also observed that
the management of the
organisations could invest
such unclaimed dividends,
give profit to the
shareholders and return the
dividends.

Dr. Farouk Umar of
Shareholders Solidarity
Association also condemned
the idea of unclaimed

By Vvictor Akobundu

relationship between WTO
and Nigeria is not conducive
as it does not create level-
playing ground for our local
manufacturers to compete
with their international
counterparts, while the
country lacks the basic
infrastructure to meet up
with the challenge.

He added that there is a
clause in the agreement with
WTO, which specifically
deals with a review by
member countries who are
not conformable with any
part of the agreement.

“It is my desire to
sponsor a bill through the
National Assembly to seek
for a review of some of the
aspects ofthe agreement,” he
said.

Hon. Shira cited an
instance, that India has
identified 750 items, which
as at today cannot be
imported into the country
because such items are
readily available and are
produced by their local
industries. This, he said, is

dividend funds by the
securities commission.

He advised that cues
should be taken from First
Bank whose registrars went
round the country giving
unclaimed dividend
certificates to their owners.

Dr. Umar who also
noted that lack of letter of
administration  usually
hinder shareholders from

Bernard Longe, FBN MD

agreement
Nigeria

with a view to protect their
local manufacturers.

The Chairman
Committee on Industries
berated the WTO for
imposing restriction on some
goods of the country which
they term as not being able
to meet international
standards. This he said is a
ploy to re-colonise African
developing countries
economically.

He however argued that
our locally manufactured
products can beat theirs in
terms of quality.

He therefore revealed
that the committee on
industries is set to check the
excesses ofthe international
community.

Meanwhile, on the
recent row over the merger
of the Nigerian Industrial
Development Bank NIBD,
NBCI and NERFUND, Hon.
Shira said it is unfair for a
particular institution to
absorb other institutions,
adding that the three
institutions failed in their
individual capacity to do
what was expected to them.

to take-over unclaimed dividends

taking their dividends,
condemned the idea.

However, chairman Port
Harcourt Zonal Shareholders
Association, Brigadier Ikwe
supported the proposal on
the funds, observing that a
situation where some
companies deliberately
refuse let the shareholders
get the funds so that they will
do business with it should be
checked.

Suspension of Prudential Securities still inforce-se ¢ boss

he suspension order
I imposed by the
Securities and

Exchange Commission,
SEC, on Prudential
Securities Limited is still in
force going by the Federal

From Bright Ewulu, in Lagos |

High Court ruling last week
discharging its earlier
interim order issued against
the commission.

SEC’s Acting Head of

TEN BANKS WITH HIGHEST FRAUD CASES

1997 1998 1999
GROUP Amount Amount Amount
Involved % Involved % Involved %
(N’M) Share (N’M) Share  (N’M) Share
Total for 10
Banks 3,649.10 96.60  3,104.30 97.11  4,793.62 64.90
Total for All
Banks 3,777.92 100.00 3,196.52  100.00 7,386.26  100.00

SOURCE: Bank Returns (NDIC)

Corporate Affairs, Uche
Nkpolukwu, who made this
clarification in a statement
maintained that  the
administrative proceedings
committee of SEC which sat
in February and March 2001
considered complaints
against Prudential and
suspended it for failure to
purchase and lodge shares
paid for by its clients.

According to him, “the
committee considered the
conduct of the operator as
unethical, unprofessional
and capable of adversely
affecting the confidence of
investors and the integrity of
the capital market.”
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Workshop on
local content
begins today

By Ahmed She-am

two-da> national
workshop that
would fA'h on out:
ppropriate $désubay
enhancing the le | >flocal
content and iriij;enous
companies’ pan " p.inon in
the upstream sector of the
Nigerian oil and gas nidustiy,
scheduled to h id at the
NICON Hilton Hote \buia,
will begin today
The worksh p,
organised by the Nigeran
National troleum
Corporation (\NPC)|
through its strateg  business
unit, the Nationa ‘etroleum
Investmentand N nagement

Services (NAP I'- >11
brainstorm on K uay
forward for the untrv on

how to improve the local
content and participation of
indigenous oil firms in ’he
upstream sector.

Briefing ie»snen
ahead of the workshop,
Tuesday in Abuja, the ir >up
Execrative Director,
Exploration and coucnon
<GED, E&P) of -e SNPC,
Dr. Anthony C . zoigwe
stated that the w ri -nop is
necessitated by the “ «w and
continuously declining”
contribution ofoil and gas to
Nigeria’s gross domestic
product (GDP).

According to rum "ne
yearly expenditure ir >ilaid

gas activities r trute
about 30 percert >f the
national bud. - ->Ut
unfortunately fie
contributionofo r j -to
the GDP is so i- ;id

continuously de. in ng as
about 90 percert of :ne

expenditure ($4 ' -3l ion
out of $5.5 bri n*is
committed to M nua

services executec and goods
procured outsidt Nigeria
sometimes through
indigenous companies

aremoreorlessc n- s-ion

agents.

Uzoigwe citcd
examples of countries *e
Algeria, InJAne- a.

Malaysia, Norv v. Oman
and Venezuela, where he s
the levels ofdevelopment of
local service' and
manufacturing companies is
such that they are “now
exporters ofthese ;0ods and
services.”

To this end. be said ifce
proposed workstv bewg
organised to advance
suggestions on strategies far
enhancing the le\  >flocal
content and indigenous
companies’ partic oaoon

the upstream sector of
Nigeria's oil and gas
industry.

Gaius-Obaseki, NNP1 OWD
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fyir, when you say Orientation,
what exactly doyou mean?

JLARfes, orientation by definition is the
ability of one to be conscious of his po-
sition. That is, where somebody orien-
tates himself. In other words, if you say
somebody is orientated in place, intime
and in space, it means he will be able to
tell you that he is in his house at
2.0’clock and sitting in a chair there. So,
there is orientation in place, in time and
in space. That is, being conscious of
where you are. Now if you are not ori-
entated, it means you are not even aware
of where you are stationed. You don’t
know your bearing. It’s like you are in a
kind of comatose state.

In the context ofyour assignment
as the Director-General of NOA, what
exactly areyou orientating?

Thank you very much. By the con-
textual definition | just gave now, it
means Nigerians have lost their bearing.
They are no more properly orientated.
They cannot even tell their position.
They can’t even tell their location, they
can’t even tell the time. It’s as if we are
in a stupor or in a comatose condition.
We are groping in the dark. There is con-
fusion, people cannot tell you exactly
what is happening in this nation. There
are communal clashes, struggles for re-
source control, armed robberies, insecu-
rity, tribalism, and nepotism. And no na-
tion, the world over, no matter how en-
dowed, with human and natural resources,
has ever achieved greatness within an at-
mosphere that is laden with confusion and
social vices.

Everybody must be orientated, be-
fore we can say: These are our pro-
grammes and this is our agenda. This is
lhow we can move forward. So this, in es-

\'sence is the national orientation we are
| talking about. What | am saying in ef-
1fret is that Nigerians have lost their loci.
I We have to retrace out steps in order to
sgiscover our lost pathway. We have to
discover ourselves. That is the orien-
| Rtion. So, we have to retrace our steps
so as to find our loci instead ofjust mak-
ing policies and talking. Everybody is
involved here including our leaders. We
must move backwards to discover where
we lost the right track, where we lost
our bearing.

It means going back to God, let us
go back to Him. and God has declared
that if we humble ourselves, pray to him
and turn from our wicked ways, He will
hear from Heaven, reverse our captivity
and heal our land.

Fromyour answer,you have said we
are comatose, and have to retrace our
steps etc and that is why we need orien-
tation. Nowyou are orientating Nigeri-
ansfrom where to where specifically?

Specifically, this country has three
problems. First is the problem of insin-
cerity. Second is indiscipline and third
is the problem of impatience. We are in-
sincere. We go to Oputa Panel, one per-
son talks and when he is through another
person stands up to call him a liar. You
go to the market and you cannot get the
accurate price ofany item. It is disheart-
ening, wicked, mischievous, degrading
and disgraceful. We must retrace our loci.

The next is indiscipline. It is because

Nigeria has a leaders

Dr. Ifeanyi Emmanuel Chukwuka recently assumed duties as Director-General

Simon Imobo-Tswam, our Assistant News Editor, Dr. Chukwuka expanded on

role models in Nigeria and more. Excerpts:

rn m 0im Lo,

Dr Ifeanyi Emmanuel Chukwuka, Director- General, National Orientation Agency.

of indiscipline that we have social vices
everywhere. Someone wrote in your pa-
per that 1am wrong: Our leaders have
failed to perform and that is why they
should be destroyed. But | say: Two
wrongs do not make a right. I1f leaders are
failing, the objective thing is to advise and
proffer solutions. It is not calling them
names and destroying them. People call
Obasanjo and say he is globetrotting; he
isjunketing, achieving nothing. No, Mr.
President is not a local government chair-
man. Even chairmen go round, theirwards
to see the people they are leading. Gov-
ernance is serious business and no seri-
ous businessman does profitable business
by sitting in his house. You have to show-
case your product, visit your business
partners, and exchange ideas.

Mr. President must, therefore, move
around, interact. In Ighbo, we have aprov-
erb that the man who goes about interact-
ing is better than the man who sits in a
chairathome until he grows a grey beard.
Nigeria’s image abroad was so bastard-
ised by so many years of disastrous and
calamitous military dictatorships that at
apoint, the late Abacha was invited to so
many places but he refused to go. He was
afraid he would be called names. We be-

came a pariah nation. Image laundenng
is, therefore, very important. And it is to
the president’s credit that the EU lifted
the ban on us.

The former American President, Mr.
Bill Clinton, als© had to come here. So,
let’sencourage our president, let’s not call
him names. It’s indiscipline to criticise
someone who deserves commendation.
And it brings me to the third part of im-
patience. Itis a cankerworm and a locust
that is destroying us. That is why we can
write rubbish about people without being
patient enough to investigate. The facts
or balance is not there, but we publish
anyway because we want to sell. Our
roads are beset by trafficjams as a result
ofimpatience. Atthe filling stations, there
isno queue culture again. But ifwe must
make the best ofthis millennium we must
begin to cultivate these habits and virtues
that have catapulted other nations to en-
viable heights. It is our impatience that
has bred touts at the seaports, airports,
the borders and motor parks.

So, in a nutshell, what is NOA}
mandate?

The mandate is to revive or rekindle
the dying spiritofNigerians in such a way
that they will wake up from the comatose

state of confusion, dislocation, cynicism, pess:
and disorientation, to a condition of focus,
mism, hope and faith in the Nigerian drear
way, the 280 ethnic groups in Nigeria will r
forward with one purpose, one agendaandn .
unity.

Opinions are divided on whatis Nigeria
lem. Now ifyou are orientating Nigerians, i
supposes thatyou know Nigeria'sproblem
is thisproblem?

For over 40 years, this country has been r
to find it’s bearing politically, socially and ec
cally. We have been searching for a system
emment that will guarantee equity and fair- -
the many nationalities within our nation. \&_
tried the parliamentary system, military ru
introduced the presidential system. Under al
tribalism, nepotism, political wheeler-deale’
thrown to the fore. Instead of public service
sonal aggrandisement took over; instead ofn”
interest, private elite interestbecame the nor~
that is why we are where we are today. Form
ter how well class or elite interests are mz~
they can never appropriate national interest. '
problem with Nigeria is squarely and unequi
that of leadership.

Fromyour answers, sir, some thingsart =
ous. Nigerians are insincere, impatient and
political elite is not public-spirited. This

to

lal
nd
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Ip problem

National Orientation Agency. In this interview with
le ambitions of his agency, the problems ofNigeria,

ralready we have an orientation, even ifnega-
Shouldntyour agency be re-named National
orientation Agency?

\'Dt exactly. Whether it is MAMSER or Na-

Re-orientation or Orientation, it is immate-
as these are mere terminologies or nomencla-
tags. It is the substance of the work and its

a impact that matters. It was Shakespeare who

“A rose by any other name would smell as

So we are concerned with affecting the

:ofNigerians and galvanising them to be-

;committed to the national project. ‘The hood

not make a monk’ so the name has little or
Dthing to do with our work.

Dontyou think an orientation exercise that
iall theory withoutphysical models to relate with
lonly an academic exercise?

No, | have a focus. And the president summa-
tsed the problem ofthis country when he said our
problem centres on poverty. There is poverty and

j' ibility. The rich are grabbing to become richer
id the poor are getting poorer. And it takes us
Jae kto greed and indiscipline. Unbridled quest for
naterial acquisition has spread down from the top
i'ne rank and file. Evert market women want to
lidc Lexus jeeps so they can arbitrarily fix prices,
fo. poverty is the main issue. And it gives rise to

:ipline.

Hhat | am saying is that since we have no

role models...

(Cuts in) Yes. What you are saying is
thatnobody has demonstrated, practically
and otherwise that look: | have seen
power, | have seen money, | have acquit-
ted myselfexcellently and | now quit so
another patriot can take over from me.
People like these are notcommon.

Doyou agree that whatyoung peo-
pleperceive is a selfish, scheming, and
unapologetic elite?

Thatis why I am saying our problems
are gullibility and poverty. This is why
the National Orientation Agency is say-
ing we should change the system. We
should now give young men and women
the opportunity to serve so that maybe
from these young men, we can pick mod-
els that the coming generation can look
up to. So, we need to give the young ones
an opportunity to make their mark. We
have always said the young are tomor-
row’s leaders. | believe thattomorrow has
come for the youths of this country.

Corruption is so endemic that a
former number two man in the country,
Ex-General Oladipo Diya, once said that
all ofus are guilty. All of us including
youths. So, ifthey take over, would there
be any difference?

Diyawas speaking for himselfand his
generation. His'generation is different
from ours. Some of our generation went
into 419, armed robbery, cocaine-push-
ing. But it was started by their genera-
tion, their generation taught us some of
these evils. And NOA s telling our gen-
eration that these evils are not our por-
tion.

Recently, Professor Jerry Gana, the
Information Minister, attributed the
depreciation ofthe naira to the crazefor
imports. What is NOA doing to encour-
age the buying of made-in-Nigeria
goods?

We are mounting an aggressive
enlightment campaign. We have adver-
tised in the radio and television and we
are liaising with the print media to put
our message across. Thatis ifwe patron-
ise our goods, we will be motivating and
empowering the local manufacturing in-
dustry. We will be creating employment
and wealth for our countrymen and
women. They may be of lower standard
than foreign goods, but it is practice that
makes perfect. NOA is also organising
fashion and trade fairs to show case our
fabrics and goods.

What is NOAS message for Nigeri-
ans?

| have a message for four categories
of Nigerians. My message goes first to
the professional critics. To condemn gov-
ernment on every point is not a mark of
courage or wisdom. To criticise without
offering alternative solutions is no supe-

Trust
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riorarguments but a function of mischief
and opportunism.

Secondly, | am sending my message
to the businessmen, especially those mak-
ing noise over the 100 percentinspection
of containers. 100 percent inspection of
containers is not only about business; it
is about national security too. Ifsome un-
scrupulous businessmen import things
that they would rather not declare, then
government must do all it can to ensure

Page 13

that such evil plans are thwarted. People
have to be patient, and let us all remem-
ber that the National interest supercedes
our business interests.

And thirdly, | speak to marketwomen
who have created artificial scarcity of
food items in the market by eliminating
competition and running monopolies.

Nigeriais a free-market economy and
the market forces of demand and supply
must be allowed to determine price. We
are entering the markets with our outlets.
We will buy food and sell at market-de-
termined prices. We will use our offices
atthe national, state and local government
levels to affect the market and invariably
millions of ordinary Nigerians. And fi-
nally, I implore Nigerians to imbibe dis-
cipline, sincerity and patience.

Under all these, tribalism, nepotism,politi-
cal wheeler-dealers were thrown to thefore.
Instead ofpublic service,personal aggran-
disement took over; instead of national in-
terest,private elite interest became the norm,
and that is why we are where we are today:
For no matter how well class or elite inter-
ests are managed, they can never appropri-
ate national interest. So, the problem with
Nigeria is squarely and unequivocally that

of leadership.
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lisha Bisala is,

perhaps the only

dancing traffic
warden inthe whole of Abuja.
He is easily the most colour,
ofthe lot. He is a corporal in
the Police Force and hails
from Numana village in Sanga
Local Government Area of
Kaduna State. Hence he
speaks the Numana language.
A Catholic Christian bom of
very poor parents, 31 year-old
Elisha grew ujf in his village
where he had his primary
school education between
1984 and 1989.

He is dark in complexion
with some pimples on his face
that are suggestive of one
who has been exposed to the
intense ultra-violet rays ofthe
sun.

He comments: “lam from
a poor polygamous home. My
mother’s name is Sabia and
my father, Bisala. My father
married three wives and had
13 children ofwhich I am the
first.”

Elisha is of average
height, very smart in
appearance and he is prone
to mood swings. He could be
happy at one moment and in
the nexthe may be somewhat
sad.

“It all depends on the

on a breakdance step
circumstances ofthe moment
and the state of my mind,” he
said.

Although Elisha emerged
as a secondary school drop-
out in 1992, the very year he
joined the Nigerian Police
Force as a traffic warden, his
quality of spoken English
indicates one who has a
higher qualification. In his
words: “I attended Arak Il
Primary School inNumana, in
Kaduna State. In 1989,1wrote
the common entrance
examination and got admitted
into Government Secondary
School, Fada Nayu, also in

Kaduna State. | couldn’t
finish my secondary
education for financial

reasons; my father did not
have money. So | was in the
Junior secondary school

Elisha, the dancing traff

By Yakubu Ozohu-Suleiman

three, when | dropped out.”
A monogamist who has
vowed never to attempt
polygamy, Elisha is married
with two female children o ffour
and two years respectively.
As aresult of his inability
to forge ahead with education,
Elisha travelled to Abuja in
1992 where fortune fetched him
a job with Nigerian Police
Force. Again he said: “It was
in 1992, after leaving the
secondary school that | came
to Abuja and luckily got
enlisted in the Nigerian Police
Force as a traffic warden. I and
otherswho were enrolled atthe
same time were taken to the
llorin Police College where we
had our formal practical road
training. We read the Nigerian
force history. We were taught
all the traffic laws, rules and
regulations and a lot of other
things in respect oftheory. We
also did the paradejust like the
policemen, and at intervals, we
got into the street for practical
experience. Our training ended
in 1993 with an examination,
which | passed very well.

Unfortunately we were not
given any certificate

As a matter of fact, there
isno traffic lighton the fly over
bridge adjoining Wuse and
Garki Central business district.
Tlje junction at this bridge is
where Elisha Bisala is
stationed to control traffic.
There is no doubt that the
bridge was constructed to
alleviate the traffic congestion
that would have been a
constant source ofcommotion
between the on-comers from
the airport road heading for
the central area and the market
people and individual car
owners and commercial drivers
plying the road.

Manual traffic control
involves the use of the hand
to regulate the movement of
vehicles. If a palm is raised

Elisha using his hands and legs to direct traffic

against a certain direction it
means the on-coming
vehicles from that direction
should stop. When the palm
is waved, it means the
vehicles should proceed.
There isno amber as in traffic
lights to indicate “getready”
or standby. It is either you

are ordered with the palm to
go or you stop.

With over eight years of
service as a traffic warden,
Elisha no longer uses his
hands alone to regulate
traffic. Virtually every part of
his anatomy is mobilised to
send a signal to commuters.
His palms, his elbow, his
knees, his back, his legs and
indeed, his feet all participate
in his bid to regulate traffic.

Elishadoes notwalk from
one pointto another to order
anon-coming vehicle to stop
so that the one behind him
can proceed. He swings to
do so!, and at times, he does
a backslide that reminds one
ofeitheraclip from the video
ofMichael Jackson’s famous
Thriller Album or the
California break dancers of

the mid-80s.

Elisha hardly stands when
turning round. He usually
bends to do so! While using
his right hand to order a
vehicle coming from the west
to pass to the east, he could
simultaneously use his left leg
to order vehicles from the
west to proceed on to the
north. All in all, if you have
ever watched a person keen
on the martial arts then you
can easily form a mental
picture of Elisha at work.

Elisha says: “Thismyjob
is nice. | love it so much, that
was why | took it. Whenever
I am coming out for work, |
feel happy. As for the way |
dance here, | was not actually
trained like that or to do so,
and it doesn’t add any
advantage to my record. It’s
just my style and it has made
me popular. Butl am trying to
stop it because | have been
warned by the Commissioner
of police to be very careful
because when people see me
dancing, they may be
distracted and an accident
would occur. Although there

e
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have never been any case of
accidentas aresult ofthe way
I dance when regulating
traffic here, but I am trying to
stop it.”

At the time of the
encounter with Elisha, Daily
Trust observed that drivers
and passengers as well as
passers-by were attracted to
what they might have
described as his extra-
ordinary, and charming style
oftraffic control.

Children stop, gape and
laugh at his attics. Drivers
also watch and laugh, and
seem very reluctant to drive
along when Elisha beckons
upon them.

On this, Elisha said “when
people see me working, they
feel happy and some ofthem
throw money at me. But | am
always shy of picking the
money from the road because
first, it is against our ethics
and second, if my attention is
diverted, a commotion may
occur on the traffic, (laughs)
and he added, “but you know,
I still pick itin style.”

Although Elisha was

IC warden

\garest
promoted to the posit: f
corporal lastyear, that v. *

because ofhis refreshir
Colourful manner of r
trolling traffic.

However, the
working young mandoo not
seem satisfied with
working conditions
know the way they aretre. ns
us is not good, and 1
know why. You know lam a
level four Corporal, an,
Corporal, I am suppos
be receiving an amour
can feed me and my fair
am receiving N6,000plu i *
not easy, and you know m
from avery poor famih

Elishawho lives in Karmo
with his family said tha:
when he is at work doe' he
spiritofdancing visithirr in
ordinary days, I don’tcL \e.
and in fact, l am tryingtc v>r
it.” Elisha’s hope is at
someday, he would imr

on his educati al
qualifications so tha le
would easily secur a

promotion in his office.

Pixs by Yakubu Ozohu-Sulem.*
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N3.6m equipment vanish
from store In Jigawa

quipment worth N3.6

million have van-

ished from Jigawa
State Agricultural and Rural
Development Authority
(JARDA) store last week.

The equipment compris-
ing water pumps, computers
and electronic typewriters
were alleged to have beenre-
moved from tne store leav-
ing no sign of vandalisation

Investigation carried out
by Daily Trust revealed that
the windows ofthe store are
notbig enough to allow pas-
sage of the equipment like
computers, typewriters as
being alleged.

However, confirming the
incidence, the Police Public
Relations Officer, (ASP),
Gimba S. Yerima said that
seven people have already
been arrested and are being
interrogated, adding that 40

From Bala Muhammad Nasir

pumping machines, 28 wa-
ter engines and unspecified
number of computers total-
ling N2 million were stolen
from the store.

The police, he said, are
investigating the matter and
would soon uncover the

n

Gov. Saminu Turaki

Gov Odili pledges support
for women empowerment

he womenfolk in Riv-

ers State have been

assured of govern-
ment’s continued support for
their programmes while
women seeking elective po-
sitions, would get enough
backing morally and materi-
ally.

Governor Peter Odili of
Rivers State stated this at the
weekend in Port Harcourt at
the just concluded NCWS
convention.

Adegbite

From Wisdom Patrick,
in Port Harcourt

According to him, some
of the achievements of his
administration came with the
support of the womenfolk.

The out-going women
leader prayed that funda-
mental issues such as dis-
crimination against women,
the global and national gen-
der agenda for the 21st cen-
tury should be addressed be-
fore the next convention in
four years from now.

recelves

more condolences
over wife’s death

ondolence massages

are still pouring in

for the bereaved
Secretary-General of the
Nigerian Supreme Council
for Islamic Affairs (NSCIA)
Dr. AbdulateefAdegbite who
lost his wife, Alhaja Toyibat
Adegbite on July 13 this
year.

Among the latest callers
at his residence were Pa
Emmanuel Alayande the
leader ofthe Yoruba Council
of Elders, the ChiefJudge of
the Federal High Court,
Justice Babatunde Belgore,
retired Justice Bola
Babalakin and the Managing
Director of First Bank Pic,
Mr. Bernard Lange.

Justice Belgore extolled
the virtues ofthe late Alhaja
Adegbite and prayed the
Almighty Allah to forgive
her sins and grant her
paradise.

Pa Alayande and others
also prayed God to grant Dr.

From Abdulfatah Olajide,
in Lagos
Adegbite and his family the
fortitude to bear the loss.

In an earlier condolence
message, President
Obasanjo had described the
late Alhaja Adegbite at “a
symbol of priceless
womanhood and a bulwark
of support on the homefront
to her husband.”

Diplomatic missions
irfcluding those of Egypt,
Palestine, Tunisia and Iran
have also expressed their
condolences to Dr. Adegbite
in separate letters signed by
their respective
ambassadors.

Meanwhile, the Sultan of
Sokoto, Alhaji Maccido, the
18th Sultan of Sokoto,
Alhaji Ibrahim Dasuki, the
Emir of Ilorin, Alhaji
Ibrhaim Sulu Gambari have
also sent their various
delegations to commiserate
with Dr. Adegbite.

mystery surrounding the dis-
appearance.

The managing director of
the authority could not be
reached for comment on the
matter as he was said to have
left for Hadejia where he
doubles as permanent secre-
tary, Ministry of Agriculture
in the State.

he Federal Govern-

ment, yesterday

warned traditional
rulers against championing
the cause of disunity
amongst Nigerians, just as it
advised detractors of gov-
ernment policies to stay
clear.

President Obasanjo said
in an address to a delegation
of traditional rulers from
Abia State who paid him a
visit at the State House,
Abuja that government’s
commitment to national
unity and cohesion was ir-
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Don’t promote disunity, FG
warns traditional rulers

Bv Suleiman Mohammed

revocable.

“l am assuring you that |
am irrevocably committed to
working for the progress,
unity and development of
every nook and cranny in this
country. | believe that is the
reason God has brought me
here,” he declared in re-
sponse to agitations for eq-
uity and justice in govern-

uelea birds Iinrvade Kano

armers in seven local

governments areas of

Kano State have cried
out for help following quelea
birds invasion oftheir farm-
lands.

Crops worth millions of
naira have so far been de-
stroyed by the invading birds
in Bagwai, Shanono, Tofa,
Bichi, Dawakin Tofa,
Makoda and Rimin Gado lo-
cal government areas.

A Daily Trust reporter
who visited some of the af-
fected local governments
was told that traditional
methods ofscarring away the
birds have so far failed to
yield any result as the birds
in their thousands move from
farm to farm devouring crops
and leaving farmers helpless.

The vicious and wild
birds wearing long red beaks
are said to have migrated
from north-eastern part of
the state and the most af-
fected local governments are
Tofa, Bagwai and Shanono.

A farmer, Mallam
Abubakar at Yan Sabo vil-
lage in Tofa local govern-
ment area told Daily Trust
that he lost over ten thousand
hectares of crops to the in-
vading birds. “I am left with
nothing, all my crops are
gone , my effort is wasted,”
he lamented almost in tears.
Also at Yelwa, a village
about 20 kilometres from the
local government headquar-
ters, farmers were seen in
groups discussing their loses.

One Alhaji Muhammad
Dan Malam said the birds are
so tiny and so numerous that
they cannot be trapped nor

jprnm Musa Umar Kazaure, in t

scared away “l watchec
helplessly as the birds ate my
farm. We used all the tradi-
tional method butto no avail.
I was among the first set of
planters when the rainy sea-
son began but now | don’t
know what to do.” Alhaji
Dan Mallam narrated.

In Dawakin Tofa local
government, area most af-
fected by the ravaging quelea
birds include Tudun Rimi,
Watari and Sararnya. The
birds are said to be highly
mobile, changing nesting lo-
cation daily within the in-
vaded six local government
areas.

The affected local gov-
ernment councils are said to
be helpless in dealing with
such an army ofquelea birds.
Local Government officials
who spoke to Daily Trust in
Shanono said the task is be-
yond the resources and capa-
bilities of the council.

Bichi Local Government
Vice-Chairman, Alhaji
HashimuSalehs”

Gov. Rabiu Kwankwaso

PAP participants storm Benue
Assembly over allowances

he non payment of

four and a half

months arrears to par-
ticipants of Poverty Allevia-
tion Programme (PAP) has
halted the business of legis-
lation at the Benue State
House of Assembly complex
on Tuesday.

The? participants who
numbered over three thou-
sand stormed the assembly
complex as early as 10:45
a.m. forcing the lawmakers to
adjourn impromptu as they
demanded for payment of
about N38 million naira
owed them by the Federal
Government.

The Tuesday demonstra-
tion which almost turned vio-
lent was the third within one
month, was aimed at cajoling
the state assembly to compel
the Federal Government to

From Mike Elalgwu, in Makurdi

pay the allowances owed by
the 20 local government ar-
eas of the state.

Alhaji Sule Audu, the
Deputy Speaker of the state
assembly who assured them
that their earlier complaints
was receiving attention, con-
demned the action of the
Federal Ministry of Works
for playing politics with hu-
man lives.

It could be recalled that,
following an earlier demon-
stration by the participants to
the assembly, the legislators
had invited the federal con-
trollers and federal pay offic-
ers to demand for documents
covering the returned N38
million meant to be the al-
lowances of the participants
after unsatisfactory explana-
tion by them.

the birds attack on farms in
his area, it was not as devas-
tating as others but the coun-
cil is concerned about it pos-
sible invasion in future as
they (quelea birds) are very
mobile and unpredictable.

The house member rep-
resenting Bagwai and
Shanono constituency Alhaji
Ado Ishaku said the quelea
birds invasion of the six lo-
cal government areas calls
for urgent federal and state
government intervention. He
explain that only the use of
airial spray by helicopters
was capable of killing the
birds to forestall further de-
struction of crops by the in-
vading birds.

He also called on the
state government and the af-
fected local governments to
assist the farmers to cushion
the affect of their losses as a
result of the invasion.

The state Commissioner
of Agriculture Alhaji Ado
Kibiya confirmed the inva-
sion tojournalists, saying the
state government is planning
assistance to the affected lo-
cal government areas.

ment affairs raised by the
ditional rulers.

He noted that as cu<:
ans of tradition and ci1/
the traditional rulers srv
assist in the task ahead
ing, “the goals ofnatiora de-
velopment would be
easily attained if they *
accepted by all Nige-
Our approach to th
achievement may be dif
ent but we should have
same goals.”

President Oba
stressed the need for na
unity, saying that exis .
and sutenance ofdemo,,'
depends solely on the ar
ofNigerians to behave
with democratic tenet'

Earlier, the leader
delegation, Eze Ezo Ukr
chairman of the Abia >
Council of Traditiona
ers said they were in
to further express loya.r
government,

“All ofus have a suk
the unity of this count-
us make it work, bas.
equity and justice,” th.
ditional ruler said.

Eze Ezo Ukandu
urged the federal go
ment, and other tiers o
emment to initiate a le®
tion that would give c '
tutional role to trad
rulers in the country, a .
“As we are aware, tradr:
rulers have in a varier
ways shown that the
capable of delegating tv
lently, so one wonder -
there is no clear-cut ¢
tutional role for tradi
rulers in the country.'

CHANGE OF NAME

I, Formerly known and addressed as MISS JUSTINA RI
| KE, henceforth wish to be called MRS. JUSTINA RI
OTALU. All former document remain valid. Nursing and

wifery Council of Nigeriaand School of Midwifery, Gwagwa

Abuja, please take not.

Formerly ABDULLAHI GARBA now ABDULLAHI SAI
SUFI former documents remain valid. Office of the Reg
Kano University of Technology, Wudil and public to note

PUBLIC NOTICE
BROILER PRODUCERS ASSO. OF NIC. (BROIPAN)
Notice is hereby given to the general public that the above-named organisation has applie
Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja for registration under Part C of the Companies am

Matters Decree No.l of 1990.

The Trustees are:

1 Hon. Samuel C. Ewudo (Nat. Chairman)
Weridonghan Patrick M. (Nat. Sec.)

N

Chief Zebulon Ikechukwu Ofor (Member)
Isaac Majekodunmi (Member)

Hon. ElekwaElekwa Ugbor (Member)
Mrs. Blessing Ijeoma Uche (Fin. Sec.)

N arw

i

Chief (Mrs.) J.A. Ajayi-Olufolaji (J.p) (Member)

Dr. (Chief) Peterson Uwafulamiro Emezi JP. (Asst. Sec.)

Any objection(s) to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-General, Corpora
Commission, P.M.B. 198, Area 11, Garki-Abuja, within 28 days of this notice or publica:
Signed:
SECRETARY

PUBLIC NOTICE
FREEDOM CHRISTIAN CENTRE

Notice is hereby given to the general public that the above-named o'rganisa:
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission, Abuja for registration under P.
tne Companies and Allied Matters Decree No.l of 1990.

The Trustees are:

1 Pastor Osita lke

2. Evang. Mrs. Nkeiruka Ike
3. Deacon Anene Innocent
4 Bro. Alex. Ewuzie

5 Bro. Dominic Onyeka

Any objection(s) to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar-*
Corporate Affairs Commission, P.M.B. 198, Area 11, Garki-Abuja, within 1

of this notice or publication.

Signed:
SECRETARY
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INTHE HIGH COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL
TERRITORY ABUJAHOLDEN AT ABUJA

FCT/HC/CV/44/2001
M/1283/2001

SUIT NO:
MOTION NO:
WEEN:

1 W'KOF THE NORTH LTD. «
AND
1'\BSON BUILDING & CIVILENGINEERING
" INSTRUCTIONNIGERIALTD =
COURT ORDER

on reading the Motion Ex-Parte and accompanying affidavit of Yusuf Ohios and upon
ening to T. George Tyendezwa esq of Counsel to the Plaintiff/ Applicant praying this
nourable Court for the following Orders:

PLAINTIFF/APPLICANT

DEFENDANT

1. An Order granting leave to the Plaintiff/Applicant to
serve the Writ of Summons and all other Court processes
in Suit No. FCT/HC/CV/44/2001 on the Defendant by
substituted service to wit:

By publication of the Writof Summons and other Court
processes in two national dailies namely: New Nigerian
Newspaper and Daily Trust Newspapers respectively.

2. Such further order(s) as this Honourable Court may
deem fit to make in the circumstances.

The application is granted .

Leave is hereby granted for service of the Writ of Sum-
mons and other processes in this Suit on the Defendant
by substituted means by publication of some in the New
Nigerian and Daily TrustNewspapers.

Case adjourned to 4th.day of October, 2001 for Hearing.

GIVEN UNDER THE HAND OF THE PRESIDING JUDGE AND SEAL OF THIS
HONOURABLE COURT. DATED THIS 25TH DAY OFJULY, 2001.

HON. JUSTICE HUSSEIN MUKHTAR
(Honourable Judge)
25/07/2001

KABIRUUSMANALI
(Registrar)

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY IN
THE ABUJA JUDICIAL DIVISION
HOLDEN AT ABUJA

BETWEEN: “UNDEFENDED LIST” SUIT NO: FCT/HC/CV/44/2001

“UNDEFENDEDLIST”

BANKOF THENORTH LTD....ccccovviirireiie PLAINTIFF
AND

FABSON BUILDING & CIVILENGINEERING,

CONSTRUCTION NIGERIALTD......ccocovvvvrrene. DEFENDANT

To:

Fabson Building and Civil Engineering

Construction Nigeria Ltd (No. 8&9 Fabson Close, Express Road, Tudunwada New-
Extension, Kaduna, Kaduna State.)

You are hereby commanded that within thirty (30) days after the service ofthis writ on you,
inclusive ofthe day of such service, you do cause an appearance to be entered for you in
‘the AbujaJudicial Division ofthe High Court ofthe Federal Capital Territory in an action
at the suit ofthe plaintiff; and take notice that in default ofyour so doing the plaintiffmay
proceed therein and judgment may be given in your absence.

Dated this 26th day ofJan. 2001

BY ORDEROFTHE COURT

REGISTRAR

THISWRIT ISFOR SERVICE OUT OF THImFEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY. ABUJA
AND IN KADUNA. KADUNA STATE.

N.B. This writ is to be served within twelve calendar months from the date thereof, or, if
renewed, within six calendar months from the date ofthe last renewal, including the day of
such date and not afterwards.

The defendant may enter appearance personally or by legal practitioner either by handing in
the appropriate forms, duly completed, at the Registry ofthe Federal High Court in which the
action is brought or by sending them to the Registrar by registered post.

Thursday, August 2,2001

ENDORSEMENT TO BE MADE ON THE WRIT
BEFORE ISSUE THEREOF:

The Plaintiffis licensed to carry on business as bankers with branches all over Nigeria including its
Garki branch in Abuja. "

The Defendant is a limited liability compam and maintains a current account No. 500214 with the
Plaintiff‘s Garki branch from which the Defendant took various loans and overdraft facilities when at
the Defendant’s request, it did apply for and was granted various credit facilities between 1996 and
1998.

The Defendant utilized the said credit facilities and thereafter abandoned its responsibility to make
repayments in order to offset the debt, while interest keeps accruing thereon consequent upon which the
Defendant’s indebtedness to the Plaintiffas at 30"’ August, 2000 stood at N4,221,986.21 (Four million,
two hundred and twenty one thousand, nine hundred and eighty six Naira, twenty one kobo only).

The Plaintiffs claim against the Defendant is the sum of N4,221,986.21 being the amount outstand-
ing from the loans and/or overdraft facilities granted to the Defendant by the Plaintiffin the course of its
business as bankers, at the Defendant’s requests which amount is overdue from the Defendant to the
Plaintiff.

The Defendant despite repeated demands made on it to liquidate this debt has failed, refused and/or
neglected to repay the said sums of money.

WHEREFORE the Plaintiffis aggrieved and claims from the Defendant:

(a) The sum 0fN4,221,986.21.

(b) Interest at the rate of 21% per annum from I8 September 2000 till the date of judgement and
thereafter 10% court interest till full recovery of the debt.

(c) The costs of this action. *

Signed.

This writ was issued by YAKUBU C. MAIKYAU, Esq. of Danladi Bamaiyi & Co. whose address
for service is Bamcar Shopping Complex, Plot 1935, Ndola Square, Opp. Ibro Hotel, Wuse Zone 5,
Abuja, Legal Practitioner for the said Plaintiff whose office is at No.2 Zaria Road, Kano.

This writ was served by me at
On the Defendants (insert mode of service )

ON the.es Dayo . 2000.
ENdorsed the .o Day o f. .2000
Signed:.:..
Address:

IN THE HIGH COURT OF THE FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY IN
THE ABUJA JUDICIAL DIVISION
HOLDEN AT ABUJA

SUIT NO..
BETWEEN:
BANK OF THE NORTH LTD .o s PLAINTIFF
AND
FABSON BUILDING & CIVIL ENGINEERING ,
CONSTRUCTION NIGERIA LTD oo DEFENDANT

AFFIDAVIT IN SUPPORT OF UNDEFENDED LIST SUMMONS
I, Yusuf Ohios, male adult, Christian, Nigerian of Bamcar Shopping Complex, Ndola Square, Wuse
Zone 5, Abuja do make oath and state as foliows:-
1. That I am the Litigation Secretary in the law firm ofMessrs. Danladi Bamaiyi & Co., Solicitors to the
Plaintiff, by virtue of which position 1 am conversant with the facts of this case.
2. That | have the authority of both my employers and that of the Plaintiff to swear to this affidavit
based on the facts disclosed to me in the cause of my duties aforesaid.
3. That on the 8thJanuary, 2001 at about 2 pm at Bamcar Shopping Complex, Wuse Zone 5, (my
employers’chambers) | was informed by Alh. Umar Mohammed, the Plaintiffs Regional Legal Officer
while briefing our Yakubu C. Maikyau, of counsel, of these facts which I verily believe him to be true
and correct as follows: -
(a) That the Plaintiffis licensed to carry on the business of banking and has branches all over Nigeria
including its Garki branch, Abuja.
(b) That the Defendant is a limited liability company and maintains a current account N0.500214 at the
Plaintiffs Garki branch in Abuja in respect of which it also applied for various overdrafts/credit
facilities at various times.
(c) That the Defendant at various times between November 1996 and July 1998 applied for and was
granted credit facilities of various sums of money by the Plaintiff. Copies of the Defendant’s severa
loan application letters dated 18-11-1996, 10th March 1997, 26th May 1997, 8"1September 1997 and
27t April 1998 among others, are attached hereto and marked Exhibits A1, A2, A3, A4 & AS5 respec
tively.
(d) That the Defendant utilized the said credit facilities in the execution of its construction contract
and thereafter abandoned its responsibility to make repayments in order to offset the debt accrued
whereas interest was and is still being charged on the Defendant’s account.
(e) That following the Defendant’s refusal to make repayments of the debt despite several verba
requests, the Plaintiff wrote twice to the Defendant demanding payment of the sums owed it, which
stood at N4,029,065.47 as at July, 2000. Copies ofthe Plaintiffs demand letters dated 17th July, 200<
and 15thAugust, 2000 are attached hereto and marked Exhibits B1 & B2 respectively.
(f) That inspite of the demands made on the Defendant it refused to make repayments, eonsequet
upon which the Plaintiff desirous of recovering its money instructed its Solicitors Messrs. Danlad
Bainaiyi & Co., to take steps to recover the debt from the Defendant.
(g9) That Messrs. Danladi Bamaiyi & Co. vide a letter dated 28thSeptember, 2000 demanded payment
of the sum of N4,221,986.21 owed the Plaintiff from the Defendant but the Defendant has failed
refused and/or neglected to pay back the said sums owed the Plaintiff. A copy ofthe demand letter
attached hereto and marked Exhibit C.
(h) That the continuing refusal of the Defendant to repay the loan has tremendously constrained th
Plaintiffin the conduct ofits business as bankers especially considering the down turn in the econorr
and has occasioned, hardship, loss of capital and great loss ofgoodwill to the Plaintiffand continues :
do so.
(i) That this action is for the recovery of the said sum of N4,221,986.21 owed the Plaintiff by th.
Defendant together with interest at the rate of 21% per annum from Isl September, 2000 till date
judgement and thereafter 10% court interest till full recovery of the debt.
j) That the Defendant has no defence at all to this action.
(k) That itis in the interest ofjustice to enter judgement for the Plaintiff in this suit.
4. That 1swear to this affidavit in good faith believing its contents to be true and correct to the’ best
my knowledge, information and belief, and in accordance with the Oaths Act.
SWORN to at the High Court of the Federal Capital Territory, Abuja
Dated this 25th day ofJanuary 2001

DEPONENT

BEFORE ME O

COMMISSIONER FOR OATHS
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he Oodua Peoples
T Congress (OPC) and

Afenifere, the two
Yoruba ethnic interest
groups, have been described
as cankerworms whose entry
into any political association
makes such a party a hard sell
to other parts of th” country.

A one time Minister of
Special Duties during Late
Gen. Sani Abacha’s regime,
Alhaji Wada Nas, made the
assertion in Sokoto while
addressing newsmen.

He stressed that the
coming together of Ohaneze,
Afenifere and NEPU as
alleged could tear apart the
so-called National
Democratic Party (NDP) led
by Habu Fari, in the same
manner the SDP was
destroyed and the PDP is now
being destroyed.

According to him, the
struggle as to which
association would produce
the flaghbearer of the party
would “tear them into pieces
like it happened to the SDP
and PDP”

“Besides, Ohaneze and

2003: Elewiwoos O

he Minister of State for
Communication,
Alhaji  Adekunle

Haruna-Elewi, has promised
more amenities for the people
of Oyo State if they ensure
the return of President
Olusegun Obasanjo for a
second term.

He told the people of
Fasola and Olorurida in Oyo
West Council, of the state,
inspecting federal
[government projects in the
larea, that only a second term
jfor President Obasanjo will
jguarantee sustainable

infrastructural development
lin the country.

Alhaji Haruna-Elewi,

jaccompanied by PDP leaders
' nthe five Oyo local councils,
[expressed satisfaction in the
squality and extent of work in
the Fasola Primary Health
Centre, the rural electrification
scheme at Olurunda and UBE
classrooms at Awumoro-
Isoku, all in Oyo West Local
Government Area.

while

Daily

Trust

Page 1

INSIDE POLITICS

Beware of OPC, Afenifere,
Nas warns new parties

From Kabir Dogon-Daji,
in Sokoto

Wada Nas
Afenifere are ethnic interest

groups that cannot fit into
any national party.” he said.

Alh. Nas, further
explained that Afenifere is
just another name for OPC,
which he added, would make
it difficult for any political

party to gain any
acceptability in other parts of
Nigeria.

He cited the recent

agitation by the OPC and
Afenifere that Kwara State be
merged with the south-west
geo-political zone and asked

From Tajudeen Kareem, in
Ibadan

At lsale Oyo, Atiba
council area, the minister
advised the contractor
handling the UBE classrooms
project at the Local Authority
Primary School to ensure its
timely completion, warning
that the Federal Government
is determined to deliver all
projects as promised.

At Fasola, Alhaji Haruna-
Elewi said social amenities
had eluded the rural
communities in Oyo area
because the people had
supported political parties
opposed to the Federal
Government.

He said the health centre

why the agitation.

“Is it for the envisaged
Oduduwa Republic? Is it to
bring the Yorubas together?
If yes, then they should also
insist on the merger of the
Yorubas of Benin Republic
with their Nigerian brothers.

“IfAfenifere wants Kwara
State to be merged with the
south-west on account of
ethnic .cohesiveness, it also
stands to logic that it should
clamour for the return to the
Niger-Delta, that portion of
Ondo State situated in llaje/
ljale local government
dominated by ljaws,” he said.

Similarly, Alhaji WadaNas
indicted the Nigeriapolice for
failing to arrest Ganiyu
Adams, who is alleged to be
on the wanted list ofthe force.

“But the man has been in
and out of llorin to create
problems. He has also been
granting interviews to
Afenifere newspapers freely
and yet, the police are telling
us that he is on their wanted
list. Many believe that they
are not serious in looking for
Adams.” Nas said.

He, however,
congratulated Chief Gani
Fawehinmi, for being made a
Senior Advocate of Nigeria
(SAN), as according to him
“Gani isatrue Nigerian and a
true advocate of the masses.
He deserved the honours.”

Edo AssembDbly clears.only
female commissioner

T "he Edo State House of
Assembly has
a..pproved the

appointment of Hajiya Usena

Maliki as a commissioner in

the new state executive

council recently
reconstituted by governor

Lucky Igbinedion.

Haj. Usena, who is the
only muslim commissioner in
the new cabinet, was cleared
alongside Mr. Frank
Jegbefiime Erewele following
a letter forwarded to the
House by the governor
requesting the clearance of
the two nominees.

In arelated development,
the House has also directed
the state government to recall
two senior officers ofthe state

orthern govs urged to promote education

overnors in the
northern parts ofthe
country have been
called upon to as a matter of
urgency to elevate
educational programmes to
adequately incorporate mass
education drive and child
education using the UBE
scheme and women and adult
education.
The newly elected
Secretary-General ofNational
Association of Nigerian

yo voters

at Fasolabeing handled by the
National Primary Health Care
Development Agency would
assist in reducing infant
mortality and bring healthcare
delivery nearer to the people.

“This is the beginning of
sustained better life for rural
dwellers, because the
Obasanjo government is one
that delivers on promises in a
transparent manner,” the
minister told the ecstatic local
populace.

Mallam Isiaka Adebayo of
Ward 10, Fasola, Oyo West
council, promised massive
support for the Obasanjo
administration to enable it
attain its laudable programme.

From Jamilah Nuhu Musa,
in Kano

Students (NANS), Mallam
Nasiru. Said Adhama made
the call at a dinner party he
organised for working

journalists in Kano State.
Mallam Adhama noted
that except in few cases most
northern state governors are
not interested in developing
their tertiary institutions.

From Shehu Abubakar,
in Benin City

civil service Mr. C. O. Ereb
and Mr. J. U. Obakpolora.
wrongfully dismissed fro~
service and that the stat.
should pay the two men thei -
salary and allowances
arrears.

The House directed tha
Mr. Erebor be paid his salarie ¢
and allowances up to Octobc
1,2000, and be allowed to go
on normal retirement with fi
benefits.

Similarly, Mr. Obakpolo™
who was not due for
retirement before he w
dismissed is to be reinstate
into the service and be
promoted to level 16.

Speaking to Daily Tn.
after the sitting ofthe Hous-
the chairman of the Hum
Rights and Legal Matte
Committee, Mr. Lugma
Muhammed, said it is th.
responsibility of th.
legislative arm to right th
wrongs ofthe executive.

Former governor ofJKano State, Alhaji Abubakar Rimi and the late Malam Aminu Kano’ widow, Haji
Aishatu, listerning attentivily to one of the speakers at the NEPU Coldern Jubilee celebratration...recent

Anenih explains proscription of PDP’s women win

controversy leading
t&®the proscription of
-the women’swing of

the Peoples Democratic Party
(PDP) was yesterday exposed
by women leader ofthe party,
Chief (Mrs) Josephine Tony

African lawmakers meetin Abuja

A~ awmakers from 18

African member
‘nations of the
Commonwealth are

scheduled to meet in Abuja,
betwe'en August 4 and 11,
2001 to discuss issues
ranging .from how to
strengthen the economies of
African nations to fighting
poverty, AIDS and
environmental issues.
Senator Patrick Osakwe,
who briefed National
Assembly correspondents
on the seven-day
conference, said President
Obasanjo is expected to
declare the conference open
next Wednesday, at the
ECOWAS Secretariat, Abuja.

Similarly, the senator said
nvor 1 Hnin (Tfifoc  nrf*

| By Henry Omunu ~
expected from the 19
participating parliaments,
while'Observers are expected
from the parliaments of other
Commonwealth countries in
other parts of the world.

The conference with the
theme; “The Role of
Parliaments in the
Implementation of the
Millennium African Renewal
Programme,” is to be attended
by the Secretary-General of
the Commonwealth
Parliamentary Association
(CPA), Alhaji Ibrahim Fall and
the South African speaker
and chairperson, CPA
African region, Dr. Fred
Ginwala.

Furthermore, the

lawmakersthe opportunity to
discuss how parliaments in

Africa can strengthen
regional cooperation so as-to
stimulate economic

development.

The role of parliament in
fighting  poverty and
combating the AIDS
pandemic as well as how
women parliamentarians can
assist in conflict resolution
and building sustainable
peace in the continent will
also be addressed by the
lawmakers.

Equally,' the conference
will look at the impact of
uncontrolled development,
fire, deforestation and over-
exploitation of lagoon fishing
and the need to preserve
marine ecology, flora and

By Kmmanuel Ande
Anery E. saying that the
leaden hip of the party were
afraid of the wing, whose
main aim was to checkmate
the activities of the party
hierarchy.

M13. Anenih in an
intervi ;w with newsmeny in
Abuja said that since women
and yo iths are the formidable
forces nthe society, the party
(PDP) leaders were scared of
the whig.

She said what women in
PDP are doing now isto bring
women together and that she
is negotiating with top
officials of the party for
nomination ofwomen in all the
states of the federation to
contest the forth-coming local
government elections.

Mrs Anenih maintained
that despite efforts of the
proscribed association
(women’swing of PDP) some
women in other states,
especially the northern states
usually meet some difficulties
due to religious and other

traditional laws.

A 1 aM v fnl

further that with more worn;
in politics, the political ar
economic whether of th
country will change for got
and that the tradition

looting the nation’s treasu
will be a thing of the past.

“Women by nature a
safeless human beings, v
cannot allow our person
interest to dominate the go<
programmes of the par
because Nigerian wome
want PDP to still win the 20(
elections,” she maintained

She also called for equ”
treatment of women in th
country, pointing out tha:
women are highly
marginalized in political
appointments and
nomination for contestir.
elections, a situation sh.
described as disheartenir.
and outdated in a democrat:.
society.

The women leader as>
urged women in the count”
to go out massively ar |
register as party membe
since it is only their numbe 1
that can enable them til
occupy the ‘reserved |
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onyour ladl

L ast Monday.!was at Bwari Area Council with a visiting friend,
from Lagos who came in to acquaint himself with a landed
prop-ertv at Kubv a for sale. After taking a iook at the papers,

the officer in the catography plan office refered us to the Develop-
ment Control in W”ise. li was surprising that those purportedly in
charge of Kubwa could not offer any information on a plot under
their control. My friend, an estate surveyor, in frustration asked me
why we were being tossed about.

We had gone to the Abuja Municipal Area Office earlier in the
day. after being directed from one officc to the other, we were told
that Kubwa land is now under Bwari Area Council.

On enquiring further, we discovered that there are other similar
cases of plots not directly in control of FCDA. A few' months back
a colleague was in adilemma in a related incident where his client’s
landed property along Airport road granted by AMAC is being dis-
puted by the FCDA. A major question now arises, are Area Coun-
cils vested with ihe pow er to allocate land in any part ofthe FCT? If
so what is the legal status ofthe customary right of occupancy granted
by these Area Councils?

Experienced developers and prospectors are sceptical about
landed properties close to the Federal Capital City. The reason is
not far fetched. By virture of the land use decree of 1978 and the
Federal Capital Territory Actof 1976. there is nothing as a custom-
ary right of occupancy in the FCT.

It is interesting to note that the Abuja High Court had held that
Area Councils of the Federal Capital Territory cannot allocate land
in any part of the FCT. This was stated in ONA Vs ATENDE (2000
NWLR Part 656). According to the court, section 7 of the Federal
Capital Territory Act 1976 prohibits any person or body from carry-
ing out any development within the meaning of the act unless the
written approval of the Federal Capital Development Authority
(FCDA) has been obtained by such person or body.

According to the provisions of section 3 of the land use act, the
governor of a state has pow er to designate parts of the land in his
state as urban or rural area but the court held that this is not appli-
cable to land in the Federal Capital Territory. The court proved this
by pointing to the specific provisions of the same act (Section 49,1)
which stated that the provisions of the act are not applicable to land
held by the Federal Government or its agencies. One regularly hears
ofapower play between the Federal Capital Development Author-
ity (FCDA) and the Abuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC). This
does not augur well for the image of a ‘model’ capital city where
planned and sustained development should be our major objective.
Sometime ago, new shops where being added to the existing ones in
the Area | shopping centre by the Abuja Municipal Area Council
only for it to be pulled down by the FCDA who claimed authority
over the area. By law, the FCDA s right, but why did AMAC bite
more than itcould chew only to leave the prospective owner stranded
with lots of money down the drain. There should be a specific un-
derstanding between these two bodies. Or does it mean that AMAC
knew what would happen all along but went ahead to allocate shops
to the unsuspecting public?

In developed countries, this act could lead to serious litigation
and quite obviously the people affected would be compensated. But
this is not usually the case in our country.

Presently, along Airport road, AMAC has allocated plots to some
people. It is claimed that the plots so allocated rightly belong to
AMAC but “when tomorrow comes” the Federal Government will
need these strategic lands and it will go the way of Maroko in Lagos
and Rainbow village in Port Harcourt.

In some parts of the FCT such as Jikoyi, one learnt that village
heads allocate and sell plots to the public who obtain receipts and
go to AMAC for proper documentations. Is this right? Will it not
result in conflicts later on? Shouldn't the FCDA start looking at it
now' rather than later?

Do the holders ofcustomary right of occupancy issued by AMAC
and other area councils have a right that can be protected or rem-
edied under the law? bearing in mind that the decision of the Abuja

ligh Court was affirmed by the Court of Appeal that area councils
cannot allocate land in any part of F.C.T.'"Part of the judgement
| delivered by Hon. Justice Sunday Akinola Akintan JCA read “...all
hose occupying any portion of the land in Federal Capital Territory

\ithout the consent of the authority (FCDA) are squatters on such

and... whatever customary rights of occupancy the original occu-

piers of the lands hold prior to the acquisition of the entire area

:eased to exist as from 4 hFebruary, 1976 when the Federal Capital

Territory Act 1976 came into force."

Irrespective of this radical decision by the Appeal Court, land
ransactions still go on in the FCT without the consent of the Minis-
er. Other questions now- follow. Is such title good for the purpose
if securing credit facilities from the bank? Does it matter if devel-
pment on such land does not conform to the standard ofthe Abuja
rsaster plan? Is it proper for the FCDA to overlook these ultra vires
icts ofthe Area Council on grounds ofexpediency and convenience?
Aillthis act not undermine the concept of the "model” city?

This questions when addressed by those saddled with such re
ponsibility or authority will go a long way in preventing future
onflicts but meanwhile, prospectors ought to be careful.

Warsaw Imoh Udosen is with Country Home, Abuja.

Plateau Inland Port end lanc

he Plateau State govem-

ment and the Jos Inland

tontainer Port JICP)
have ended a dispute overa 1.42
hectares of land a proposed site
for the Container Port in Jos,
with the state government allo-
cating an alternative parcel of
land.

The legal tango has crippled
the development of the site lo-
cated at Bukuru Railway station
Jos South, rendering the JICP
impotent in performing its activi-
ties.

Revealing the out of court
settlement last Tuesday, the Vice
Chairman ofthe JICP, Engineer
Joshua A. Ladapo told the Min-
ister of State for Transport,
Alhaji Isa Yuguda and journal-
ist during their courtesy visit on
the minister that the government
of Plateau State has developed
interest in the activities of JICP
and “infact withdrawn the litiga-
tion instituted against JICP and
provided an alternative land.”

The construction of the Jos
Inland Container Port complex,
he said was initially expected “to
cost a total of N550m started in
January, 2000 on a 1.42 hectare

Storles by Tashikalmah Hallah

site at Bukuru Railway Station,
Jos South, already granted by the
Railway Property Company
Limited as a lease for 25 years.”

In view ofthe capital inten-
sive nature of the project said

Alh. Isa Yuguda

Engineer Ladapo, the Board of
the JICP had approved the con-
struction of phase 1 as a pilot
scheme at the Eukuru site, at an
estimated cost of N150m, with
infrastructures and equipments

includilige.w
The vice chairman who rep-
rese itn i the chairman Board of
Directors, Alhaji lbrahim A.
San a so explained that in
March 999, the Board had com1
missioned a firm ofConsultants,
Messrs Apogee Projects Lim-
ited. to undertake extensive fea-
sibility studies on the project and
dcsirn ofthe port complex.
|Engineer Ladapo explained
that he feasibility and viability
repo, t had already been submit-
ted and u was clearly proved that
the project is highly viable with
a guarantee ofadequate return in
investments to all stakeholders.
Said he; “the construction of
the infrastructural facilities for
the JICP pilotscheme at Bukuru
Railv -a\ Station, Jos South, Pla-
teau State had reached an ad-
vanced staged, before construc-
tion work stopped in August
2000 due to a legal dispute over
the ownership ofthe project site
between plateau State govern-
ment versus Nigeria Railway
Corporation and JICP.”
However, the recent moves
for out of court settlement has
now paved way for moving the

Gombe State Legislator’s Quarters initiated and completed by Gov. Abubakar Hashidu

Tower Aluminium launches ‘aluzinc’

state developers in the
Nigerian construction
industry and Property

“that it is built to last, particu-
larly with the blending o fdif-
ferent components.”

owners can heave a sigh ofThis, they said the prod-

relief, as Tower Aluminium
has blazed the trail with the
launching of the new Prod-
uct ‘Aluzinc.”

‘Aluzinc’, the newest
building material in the
nation’s construction indus-
try is manufactured with aes-
thetic design and has a longer
life span, than any ordinary
zinc; also it is non corrosive
and is rust proof.

The product, according to
its manufacturer, is one ofthe
priceless quality products of
the Tower Aluminium, add-
ing "aluzinc is an alloy manu-
factured from their numerous
aesthetic designs and various
applications in roofing and
constructions.”

Led by the cream of
Tower Aluminium group of
marketing professionals ex-
plained the major advantage
ofthe new product to include,

uct is rust proof, non corro-
sive, its scrap value, with
width and length designed to
suit customers” specifica-
tions.

Also, at the launching,
Tower Aluminium displayed
variety of products which in-
cluded the Tower pattern
sheets’ appropriate for door
kick plates, aircraft ladders,
Marine boats, flooring sheets,
flower potholder and flooring
sheets in vehicles.

Otherproducts on display
also include Tower tiles, a
new approach to metal roof-
ing.

To one promoter of the
products, the product is an el-
egant system of ingeneously
crafted metal sheet in differ-
ent colours and blends with
present architectural trends.
“It is virtually maintenance
free and leak proof if prop-

erly installed,” he added.

He noted that to ensure
that the roofstayed attractive
over several years, both alu-
minium and aluzinc tower
tiles were coated with oven
baked polyester/acryhz paint
making them impervious to
corrosive effects ofthe envi-
ronment and climate.

In design, he observed
that it is a master piece which
permits one to be fixed with
ease, yet to fastened securely
so that it remains even in
gusty winds, because of its
sturdy interlocks.

Said he; “Tower tiles can
be used on call slopping sur-
faces, from little as 15 degree
horizontal slop to the per-
fectly vertical mansard
roofs.”

He said its light weight is
a distinct advantage over ce-
ment, fibre or clay tiles, be-
cause its weight on a build-
ing is sig nificantly lower than
cement or clay tiles for the
same sui face area and instal-
lation can be done faster.

dispute

p mofjefactorwarclL"”

Moreover lie said, the re
interest and pronounceme
the Plateau State govemm
invest N50 million in JIC
had provided an alternate .
pansive 50 hectare site
Heipang Railway Station. <
site Mohammed Wase Ar
Jos, requires a drastic revie
the scope and cost.

He explained that the f
cial estimate of building
structure now stance at N 1..
lion, which he solicited the
eral governments assistanc

Also he requested the fee «
government’s assistance ir
official recognition of the .
by gazetting it as a Dry Por

Responding, the ministe'
state, Alhaji Yuguda c
mended the board and the
teau State government for
amicable resolution of the
dispute, adding that the fee
government would establisr.
Dry Ports in all the six ge<
litical zones of the country.

He said that the ports if
veloped would enhance
economy through a boost in
ricultural activities in the resp-
tive zone.

Presidential C 'ttet
advises Odlili to
constructnewtowD'

From Wisdom-Uduak
Patrick, in Port Harcourt
w orried by the pop
lation of Rivers St;.
Governor Peter Oc
has been advised to embark up
the construction of new tow
to decongest Port Harcourt ci'

Speaking at a dinr
organised in their honour, tr.
spokesman for the president
committee on housing andurb;
development, Sir Fortune Eb .
also suggested a housing scher
for the aged in the state.

He noted that, a peopu
housed in a decent, safe, sanita-
and healthy environment, wou
naturally breed a healthy peop
and crime free society, while th'.
provision of basic amenitie
would become easier.

Ebie who said his team w-
impressed by the significan
housing project of the state go\
ernment for the low-incorr.
group, pointed out that the star
dard ofwork at the site was set
ond to none in Africa.

He said, as the former Mar
aging Director of “Shelu
Afrique,” his observation was
matterofa long time experienc
in the housing project sector nc
only in Nigeria but Africa as i
whole.

Members ofthe presidentia
committee on housing and urbai
development were in Por’
Harcourt in continuation ofthei
study of cities in the country sc
as to advise the government or
how to tackle the consisten
growth in urban population o
our country.

W hile in the state, the com
mittee, which is headed by the
state Governor, Dr. Peter Odili
met to discuss various strategies
to address issues affecting hous-
ing and urban development in
Nigeria.
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wing to the persistent

gully erosion in the

South-East, the Federal
Government has approved for
expenditure the sum of N235
million to curb the menace.

This was disclosed by the
Minister o fEnvironment, Alhaji
Mohammed Kabir Sa’id, when
the GovernorofImo State, Chief
Achike Udenwa, paid him a
courtesy visit.

Although the minister had
explained that the issue of gully
erosion is not peculiar to the
South-East spates alone he said
that the government ofPresident
Olusegun Obasanjo is poised to
checkmate the menace of
flooding and other environ-
mental problems inherent in the
country.

Alhaji Kabir, also expressed
the'need for states and local
governments to alert the Federal
Government on the occurrence
of flood; pollution or any
environmental problem.

The minister expressed
displeasure over the lack of
proper construction ofdrainages
in cities and towns by the
governments at both local and
state levels, and then advised
them to do so.

Fighting environmental
problems, he said, is not a one
man job, and since they (local
and state governments) are
closer to the people, they would
help in no small measure in
tackling any environmental

Oil pollution

even out of every 10
persons living in the
oil rich coastal area of
Ondo State have fled due to

the pollution of the
environment which is
compounded by oil

exploration in the area, the
commissioner for
environment and natural
resources, Chief Sola
Ebiseni, has said.

Speaking with the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
Akure, Ebiseni said that for
now, the source oflivelihood
of the remaining people was
under severe threat. Ebiseni
stated that the oil companies
should be held responsible
because they had been “very
irresponsive to the plight of
the affected communities for
years.” He alleged that
Chevron, Express oil,
Consolidated oil, Exxon
Mobil, Exso, Conoco and
allied energy were some of
the greatest polluters of the
environment in the area.

The commissioner said
that, “the greatest threat to
lives and property in coastal
area of Ondo State today is
oil pollution through oil
spillage.”

By record, this occurs
twice a week as documented
by the oil companies
themselves, but the ones
reported by the communities
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problems that may arise.

On his part the Governor of
Imo State, ChiefAchike Udenwa
lamented that the problems of
erosion and flood had caused a
lot of havoc in some local
government areas of the state
especially at Egbolukwu which
was affected by the problems of
erosion and flood.

- Governor Udenwa while
praising the effort ofthe minister
in curbing the menace of
environmental degradation also
reminded him that when

president Olusegun Obasanjo
visited the state he was shown
the degree of damages the
problem had caused.

He then urged the Federal
government through the ministry
to assist the state towards solving
the flood and erosion problems
affecting the state.

Imo state is one among the
11 states earlierwarned by anon-
governmental organisation. The
Nigeria Environmental Society
(NES) as pruned to erosion and
advised for immediate
intervention lest the situation
will become worse.

Alh. Muhammad Kabir Sa'id, Minister ofEnvironment

forces communities to fleg

is on a daily basis.

“Apart from the Mobil oil
spill of 1998 which happened
in Akwa-lbom State and
spread to Ondo State, and
which the company paid

some compensation to the
people, virtually all the other
oil companies responsible for
oil spillage in the coastal area
of Ondo State have been
irresponsive,” Ebiseni said.

South Africa stresses importance
of Kyoto Protocol on climate

S outh African Envi-
ronmental Affairs and
Tourism Minister, Valli

Moosa, said in Johannesburg on

Monday that the Kyoto Protocol

had produced the only

reasonable plan to reduce the
emission ofgreenhouse gas into
the atmosphere.

He made the remarks before
departing to Germany on
Monday night to represent South
Africa at a UN Convention on
Climate Change, which opened
on Monday.

Moosa will lead a multi-
sectoral delegation at the sixth
Conference of Parties to the UN
Convention on Climate Change,
which is based on the Kyoto
Protocol aimed at curbing
greenhouse gas emissions,
which deplete the ozone layer.

Moosa said this meeting was
crucial since the U.S., which had
four per cent of the world’s
population and produced 25 per
cent of global greenhouse gas,
has refused to implement the
protocol.

It was now importantto note
which direction Europe and
Japan would take, the biggest
polluters after the U.S., Moosa
said, pointing out that delegates
would discuss whether the
Kyoto Protocol was doomed

without America’s participation.
“We will discuss whether there
is meaning in the rest of the
developed world going ahead
without the U.S. or will it be
pointless,” he said. He said the
government believed that the
adverse effects ofclimate change
have already been felt in Africa.

“We should remember the
floods that recently ravaged parts
of southern Africa and
particularly Mozambique. Our
future focus must be on better
preparation to overcome and
adapt to the effects of climate
change,” he added.

The Bonn meeting, known
as the sixth Conference of the
Parties to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change,
iscrucial to the world’s effort to
reduce the greenhouse gas
emissions.

The meeting is designed to
finalise the Kyoto Protocol,
which targets carbon dioxide
cuts for industrialised countries,
by an average of 5.2 per cent
below 1990 levels by 2010.

However, the U.S., which
accounts for 25 per centofglobal
carbon dioxide emissions,
abandoned the treaty in March
this year. Its action triggered a
world outcry.

YOJand the environment

By Dr. Sani IMihi
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For afederal parastatal on
drought and desertification

rqught and desertification are two environmental hazards that appea-
been constiUiting unparalleled hardships and developmental constraints to m

of northern Nigeria. These hazards have for long been disastrously affc
fragile land, food and water situation of the area. Drought and desertification cai
respects be compared, in terms of their impact on the ecology and people, to the di
ofthe environment occurring in the oil producing areas of Nigeria. While the latter
nate to have in their midst so many rich oil companies that are helping to a great
rehabilitating the devastated lands, in northern Nigeria such companies are lacking
sibility for rehabilitating lands in areas affected by drought and desertification ir
Nigeria is therefore the sole responsibility of governments (local, state and federal

Drought and desertification are intertwined. Because of this, they are in most ¢
fused with each other. They are similar but not identical. They are as different as
related. Drought is purely a natural climatic event. It has a subtle and insidious begir
its consequences can be significantly altered by human activities. For example, it c:
one year, continues in the next and appear veiy serious in the third. It’s thus notict
when it reaches a serious level. In fact, it could only be detected from among the 1,
(called drought noises) that arc associated with it, or often accompany it. Such in
duced surface and ground watt, r, soil moisture declines, and induced emigration c
from the affected areas. Inasimple way, drought can be described as a climatic ever
ing a shortage of rainfall sufficient enough to affect water supplies, crop performar
stock production and economic activities of an area. In this case, virtually all comm
northern states of Kebbi, Sokoto. Zamfara, Katsina, Kano, Jigawa, Bauchi, Yobe ar
have at one time or the other, especially some recent past been adversely affected by
Desertification, unlike drought is more difficult to define and is largely misundersto(
refer to it as advancement of desert condition into less-desertified from the desertifi
Some others equate it with aridity. Yet others choose to describe it as loss of priman
tivity to an extent as to make a community less capable of satisfying its socio-e
requirements, under prevailing climatic conditions. However, the latest international
tiated definition of desertification is land degradation in arid, semi-arid and dry su
ecosystems resulting from varying causes including human influences and climatic
tions.

In Nigeria, public (governmental) approach to confronting drought and desert
problems has generally been inconsistent, uncoordinated, piecemeal, sectoral and
largely of a single set of remedial and ad-hoc measures. The end result of this is the
ing vulnerability of the affected people to these hazards. Thus, while billions in be
and foreign currency is being spent in fighting them, the people of northern Nigc
remained worse than they were before. A key to mitigating the effects of these haz;
tainly lies in the formulation of a comprehensive, coherent, systematic, co-ordina
sustainable development strategy which takes cognisance of the vagaries of the clirr
fragile nature of the ecosystems and needs, aspirations, perception, indigenous kno
and traditional resource management practices of the people of the region.

This approach was first suggested in 1993 by Professor Kayode Oladipo, formerl
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, and now of the UNDP sustainable development
Lagos. This Kwara State-born Professor of Climatology, is an extravagantly gifted, re
fully talented and vastly experienced scholar, with over a hundred scientific works on ¢
and desertification in Nigeria anj Africa. Adoption of this approach becomes nece
Nigeria because:

i State administrativ: boundaries notwithstanding, the two hazards ha\
gional pattern of occurrence. As such, confronting them could best be accomplished
regional perspective. Federal go\ emment is the best institution for rallying the state
region into a common front for fighting regional problems such as this.

ii. In the past, govemn lents (federal and state) have tried to fight the proble
spent billions oftax payers’ mont > in this regard but have largely failed. The failure is
firmly to the inconsistent, incomptehensive, ad-hoc, and uncoordinated nature of t
efforts. A nationally organised, seriously planned and faithfully formulated and e>
approach is thus necessary.

iii. Past efforts are largely sectoral in nature focussing on aspects of the pi
For instance, recently, a N15 bill on shelterbelt is being established without taking s
link the project to the socio-economic realities of the region. As common sense indical
more fragmented and inter-related components are considered, the less the likelihood o'
coming the problems affecting the components.

It is thus become obvious that an agency established at the federal level, and foun
a seriously planned, rather than id-hoc basis is what we require in fighting droug

X-

ne

e\

at

r

desertification in Nigeria. In shon, we need a participatory approach, which will addi.

aspects ofthe problems, and reflect environmental, social and economic costs and bent,

tackling the problem. The approach is needed to particularly deal with the many scic:
environmental and economic aspects of drought and desertification. We need a parast.

the same manner in which a development commission has been established for the
Delta.

Dr. Sani A. Mashi is with Department of Geography, University ofAbuja.
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FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
NATIONAL COUNCIL ON PRIVATISATION

SELECTION OF PRIVATISATION ADVISERS

NIGERIAN POSTAL SERVICES
(NIPOST)

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

As part of the Federal Government’s privatisation
programme, the National Council on Privitization (NCP)
hereby invites eligible consulting firms or consortium to
indicate their interest in providing advisory services, for
the above mentioned enterprise in the following areas.

Financial

Legal

Accounting

Asset Valuation

Technical
As a result of its work, the consultant will prepare the
enterprise for privatisation, recommending appropriate
corporate, technical and regulatory structures, determine
its assets and liabilities, carry out assets valuation, de-
velop Memorandum and Articles of Association for new
corporate entities for eventual registration with the CAC,
prepare Information Memorandum and Requests for pro-
posals (REPs) and join in managing the tender process
for engaging core investors.

Applicants should havfe consulting experience in the in-
dustry for a period not less than 10 years. Consultants
selected to perform this phase will not be eligible to par-
ticipate in the subsequent phases ofNIPOST Privatisation
Processes.

Solicitation of Interests

Interested consulting firms or consortium must provide

information indicating that they are qualified to perform

the services. These should include the following mini-

mum information.

( Brochures indicating profile of firm/consortium and
evidence of consortium where applicable;

( Description of similar assignments carried out in Ni-
geria and/or abroad;

o . :
lijoa o Y LA13060 A% ibir.n - zill

< Details of Experience (track record) in similar bus ess
in Nigeria and abroad;
Availability of appropriate skills among staff;
Audited Accounts for the last five (5) yearsp;
Non-refundable fee of N50, 000.00 (Fifty Thousand
Naira) in bank draft made payable to Bureau of P blic
Enterprises.
A consulting firm will be selected in accordance with pro-
cedures set out in the World Bank Guidelines: Selec ion
and Employment of Consultants by the World Bank bor-
rowers: January 1997 (revised September 1997 and Janu-
ary 1999).

Expressions of Interest must be submitted in six (6) cc pies
in sealed envelopes clearly marked “Expression of Inter-
est in NIPOST and delivered not later then 1700 hrs, >ep-
tember 14,2001 to the address below:

Attention: Mr. Nasir Ahmad el-Rufai
(Member/Secretary)

National Council on Privatisation
Secretary:

Bureau of Public Enterprises

No. 1, Osun Crescent

Off Ibrahim Babangida Way,

Maitama District, Abuja

P.M.B. 442, Garki, Abuja, Nigeria

Tel: (234) (9) 4134636-46

Fax: (234) (9) 4134671-2,4134655-7
E-mail: bpegen@micro.com.ng
Web Site: www.bpeng.org

Only short-listed applicants shall be contacted.

HlvtoaiVl voY, T


mailto:bpegen@micro.com.ng
http://www.bpeng.org

Thursday, August 2, 2001

Fraudster dragged
to court over N120m

27-year-old man,
A Fatai Alanoju, who
allegedly attempted

to obtain the sum of $1.9m
(N 120 million) from an
officer at the Nigerian
Airforce Base, lkeja. has
been dragged before a Lagos
Magistrate Court.

The suspect is charged
with criminal conspiracy and
attempting to obtain money
under false pretence contrary
to section 1 (3) and 8 of the
Advance Fee Fraud and
other Fraud related offences
Decree No. 13 of 1995.

According to the
prosecuting police officer,
Inspector F. Ojo, the suspect
sometime in July 2001 at
Airforce Base, lkeja, in the
Lagos Magisterial district,
with intent to defraud,
conspired with others now
on the run to commit felony
to wit obtaining money

ix dare-devil armed
robbers over the last
weekend trailed a

man in a Mercedes Benz car
into his house and ransacked
the place at gun point.

According to an eye-
witness, on Saturday at about
7:40 p.m., one Major lsaac
Kehinde Ayodeji (rtd) and
his children, all in a
Mercedes benz were
entering their compound in
the Akoka area of Lagos,
unaware that they were being
trailed into their house by six
armed men.

When they ordered
Major Ayodeji to lie down at
gun-point, they ransacked
the whole house carting
away the sum of N 10,500
cash, one single barrel short
gun, his identity card, his
son’s identity card and
escaped in the man’s

rite people in charee ofpolice matters:From left; Mrs. Grace Archibong,, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of

under false pretences.

Before the suspect was
arrested, it was alleged that
he attempted to obtain N 120
million ($1.9m) from Wing
Commander Oboho Otung
attached to the Nigerian
Airforce Base, lkeja

When the charge was
read out to the accused, no

plea was taken from him.

In her ruling, Chief
Magistrate Ayo Odugbesan
admitted the accused to a
bail of N 1 million with two
sureties in like sum.
According to the trial
magistrate, one of the
sureties must own property
on the Lagos Island.

54-year-old
Clergyman, Pastor
Douglas Emmanuel
Arigo, alleged to have been
caught in an unholy act is now
fachig trial before a Lagos
Chief Magistrate Court.
Pastor Arigo is alleged to
have obtained N40,000 each
from some of his church
members and 598 others
under the pretext that he was
going to procure Canadian
visa$ and Canadian Resident
permits for them which he
failed to do.
According to prosecuting
police officer A. Etuk, Pastor

Youths storm court as suit
against Phizer continues

undreds of angry
youths on Monday
stormed the

Federal High Court, Kano,
venue of the hearing of the
suit against the U.S.
company, Pfizer.
According to a BBC
report monitored in Abuja,
the youths, who carried
placards with different angry
slogans some of which
included "we don’t like

Mercedes Benz car.

In their efforts to bring
the culprits to book, the
Alade Police have spread
their dragnets all over Lagos
and neighbouring states.

Ina similar development,
the anti-robbery squad of
Ajegunle Police Station has
raided criminal hide-outs in
Ajegunle and arrested some
dangerous armed robbers.

On Monday, according to
a reliable source, at about
2.24 p.m. on a tip-off,

Rdicayan araested faredatian

he Lagos State Police
I Command on
Monday nabbed a

Police Sergeant for extorting

money from motorists.
Before his arrest, the

police, acting on information

received at the Ikorodu

By Mustapha Isah Kvvaru

Pfizer,” “Pfizer must pay us
compensation,” are
expressing their supportand
demand for compensation
from the company who
donated untested drugs to
Kano State for controlling
the cerebral spinal
meningitis epidemic in
1996 in which 13 children

Coporal Ignatius led other
policemen to a criminal hide
outat Ackakpo to search for
wanted criminals and on
sighting them, the
hoodlums opened fire on the
police team.

During the exchange of
fire, three of the robbers
were and one of them with
fatal bullet wound was
equally arrested and taken
to General Hospital, Lagos,
where he gave up the ghost.

Police Station, dispatched
Inspector Samuel Owolabi
and a team of policemen to
the area where they sighted
the Police Sergeant in
uniform extorting money
from motorists.

On interrogation, the

Police Affairs, Mr. Steven Akiga, Minister o fPolice Affairs and Mr. Musiliu Smith, Inspector-General o fPolice

at a recentfunction in Abuja.

Pix by: Kennedy Egbonodje

who took the drug died while
no fewer than 337 became
disabled.

It would be recalled that
in April this year, the Federal
High Court, Kano ruled that
a Lagos based lawyer, Mr.
Lukman Okunle Ishola, filed
a suit against Pfizer and
represented the family of the
victims, who wanted the court
to force the company to pay
the sum of $120 million as
compensation. Also in the suit
is the Federal Ministry of
Health who the affected
family are demanded $150
compensation.

The presiding judge,
Justice 1.C. Nwagugu was
absent due to sickness, as
such, the case was adjourned
to September 24, this year.

Commenting on the
incident, a resident, Alhaji
Daudu Zangon Kwajalawa,
who also stated that his
children were among the
victims of the incident
declared: “My son now
cannot hear properly.”

Sergeant gave his name as
Etim and claimed to be a
serving spy Police Sergeant.

When a search was
conducted on him, the sum of
N 1,285 was recovered from
him.

Confirming the incident,
the Lagos State Police Public
Relations Officer (PPRO),
Mr. Victor Chilaka, said that
the culprit has been taken to
the station with the exhibit.
According to him, "the police
are still investigating.”

In another development,
the police on Sunday at about
2015 hours recovered one
Kalashinkor rifle No. 1953/
2523 with 41 rounds of live
ammunition and a pump
action rifle (cut to size) No.
72836 with 81 rounds of live
cartridges following a raid on
armed robbers’ hide-out at
Disu Street, off Ladipo Street,
Mushin, Lagos. However, no
arrest has been made yet.

Cleric faces trial
for unholy act

From Adelanwa Bamgboye,
in Lagos

Arigo, sometime in 1999 at

Gowon Estate, Egbeda,
Lagos, in the Lagos
M agisterial disctict,

conspired with one Ige
Arnya now on the ran to
commit felony to wit
obtaining money by false
pretences.

The offence for which he

is charged is punish
under section 1 (a) ol
Advance Fee Fraud
other fraud related offe
decree No. 13 of 1995.

The offence was sa
have been commi
between the months
March and December
at Gowon Estate in Lag

In a chat with the acc
clerick, Daily Trust gath
that the money was acti
collected from member
his Church and other
alleged but that Pastor
Aruya rau away with
money.

At the resumed hea
in the case, some of
victims of the alleged c:
confronted the embat
cleric insisting that t-
wanted their money bac

Meanwhile, fur
hearing has been fixed
October 5, 2001.

Continental Bank burgled

he spate of robbery
attacks on banks,
especially in the

Lagos metropolis continHe

on Sunday night as armed
bandits raided Continental
Bank in Matori Estate,
Mushin, Lagos.

Daily Trust gathered that
the armed bandits succeeded

in burgling the bank as
carted away some comp
units and other valuable*
0 cash was stolen frorr
bank.

Confirming the story
Lagos State Police Pu
Relations Officer (PPF
Mr. Victor Chilaka, sai
his office on Tuesday tha
police have commen
investigations into
matter.

Chilaka further disci'
that two security gut
attached to the bank 1
been arrested.

The latest bank attai
coming on the heels >
similar bank robbery w
took place recently at
Marina branch of Diarr
Bank where the rob! -
struck and carted away ab 1
N36 million cash at ah'
8:00 p.m.

Five held over
vandalised generators

ive employees of
I Nasarawa
Broadcasting Srvice
(NBS) are helping the police
to investigate the
circumstances surrounding
the vandalisation of the
generators of the
establishment.

The employees are a
senior engineer and four
security guards.

NAN learnt that some
people broke into a building
housing two stand-by
gem r?tors in the premises of
the organisation and carted
away many of their vital
components.

. The development forced
the radio offthe air for about
12 hours.

The senior engineer was
said to have activated the
generators to watch the
Ghana/Nigeria word cup

_Mu_ajlj_ei_ma_tcZiin!Por_"_

Harcourt on Sunday. He
also the last officer to k
the studio at about 12:25 .
on that day.

The securityr
assigned to keep an eye
the generators was sai*
have admitted negligent
duty, explaining that he
the door of the genera
house open and slept ofl

The other three w
called in by the police
accomplices.

Both the Gene
Manager of NBS, Alh
Dalhatu Bawa and
Divisional Police Offi
Mr. Benjanin Onar
confirmed the story
seperate interviews v
NAN in Lafia.

Bawa disclosed that
management had gone
action to inject an altema
power supply to ensure
the services of the radio
not suffer.
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cnerinrpe resiceres erer VACANCIES

Illegal elecnc pdes

esidents of

Gwarimpa Housing

Estate in Abuja now
erect illegal poles to draw
power lines to their houses,
the National Electric Power
Authority, (NEPA) has
confirmed.

In what appears to be a
corroboration of a recent
Daily Trust investigation,
top management staff of
NEPA on routine customer
verification exercise of the
estate recently, found out
that occupants have erected
illegal electric poles. Most
of the occupants, who were
discovered to be squatters
and security men, were
found to be enjoying free
electricity.

According to the NEPA
customer’s census team led
by the Chairman, Technical
Board, Senator Liyel Imoke,
none ofthe houses had either
been registered with NEPA

llecdH

Stories by Austine Odo

or metered.

The team found out that
the entire buildings, all at
advanced stages of
completion, and some
already completed, were
occupied by illegal
occupants. They described
the finding as shocking and
an eye opener.

A welder at the estate
was found to have illegally
and dangerously connected
his electricity supply directly
from the pole just across the
road.

Reacting to the
development, the Managing
Director, and Deputy
Chairman, Technical Board,
Engr. Joseph Makoju, said
the Gwarimpa revelation
was a clear testimony of
what applies nationwide.

“These are some of the
avenues through which

Htlers\vonmto

resist cenditian

espite recent
government
pronouncements on
the demoliton of illegal
structures and settlements in the
Federal Capital Territory,
residents of some of the areas
suspected to be on the verge of
demoliton have promised the
demolition team a tough time
whenever they start the
exercise.
In Gwagwa, a town about
20 kilometers from the city
centre, residents who spoke to
Daily Trust on the condition of
anonimity said they were ready
to die with their homes rather
than watch them being
demolished without a fight.
“Our house here is so
beautiful, this is what we have
got for ourselves as a family - a
fortune, and somebody says it
isan illegal structure or a house
in an illegal settlement,” a man
told Daﬂy Trust in Gwagwa
yesterday.
Besides, youths in several
parts of the area are said to be

warming up for a straight battle
with the demolition team.

In Japi. another satelite
town, Dally Trust gathered that
many house owners and
youngmen have idicated their
preparedness to resist the
exercise, unless governemnt
provides a befitting alternative
for them.

“You can'tjust wake up and
declare my house illegal, who
says we are not legal? In fact, |
wait to see the day of the
demoliton,” a man who claims
to be a landlord told Daily Trust
in Jabi.

In Durumi, residents have
adopted await and see strategy,
some are even indifferent to the
news, erecting many more new
strutures.

“Let them come, if they
come, we see, we have no other
place,” a woman said. In
Pykasa, many residents who
spoke to Dally Trust expressed
great fear over the exercise,
calling on government to do it
with a human face as pomised.

NEPA loses revenue. All
hands have to be on deck to
make this exercise a
success,” he said, referring
to the nationwide customers
census.

Engr.Mohammed Abba-Gana,
FCT Minister.

FCT police
set to recruit

esidents of the

Federal
interested in making a career
in the Nigeria Police Force,

Capital
Territory, who are

have been advised to go to
the FCT Police Command
for recruitment.

According to the Police
Public Relations Officer,
FCT Command, Mr. Ofem
Arikpo (ASP), recruitment
into the force takes place at
the FCT Command every
Tuesday and Thursday.
Meanwhile, Mr. Arikpo has
announced, on behalfofthe
Police Commissioner, the
release of the result of
recruitment examination into
the force taken in September
last year.

He advised candidates
who sat for the examination
to report at the Command
headquarters to check their
results, adding that
successful ones will on
August 6, proceed to Kaduna
for training

The Permanent SecrMar~tPiPfA 1M haiidiga AUyii ~fff/resehting the runner-up
prize to the Deputy Chairman ofAbuja Municipal Area Council (AMAC), Engr. Chris
Ekpnnobi (right) during the award ceremonyfor distinguished area councils in the FCT,

Your favourite Airline, Albarka Alr,
ugently requires the services o
enthusiastic, harworking and higly
qualified candidates for the following
positions:

(1) DIRECTOR, FLIGHT OPERATIONS

(2)FLIGHT OPERATIONS MANAGER

Candidates MUST be Pilots with the
relevant cognate experience.

They must be rated on B727 andBAC
1-11 andshould have at least 15years
experience in the Industry

REMUNERATIONS
Very Attractive

Applications (including CV) which
must be in Candidate’s handwriting
should be addressed to:

The Managing Director,

Albarka Air Services,

8A, Udi Street, Off Aso Drive,
Maitama- Abuja

CLOSING DATE : Friday, August 3rd, 2001
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Ndanusa plans for N20m
Tennis Foundation

he newly elected
Nigeria Tennis

Federation President,
Er~neer Sani Ndanusa, has
pr nnised to restore the lost

From mBOyetoro.
in Lagos
place a N20m Tennis Foun-
dation.
“The essence ofthe foun-
dation is to ensure that the

gi r oftennis inthe country.federation has enough funds

speaking with

in its kitty to run its

Tru tsports on Tuesday atprogrammes,” he said.

gle Square after he was

The former vice-presi-

declared the winner in thedentofthe federation assured

v ciation’s presidential
e .tion, Engineer Ndanusa

sa i he Wasljoing tQ put in

Gen
he commencement of

this year’s edition of
the Lt. General
niah Useni Cup for the
government councils in
a -au and Nasarawa States
been extended to August

. 001.
Already, the sponsor of
- annual championship,
eral J. T. Useni (rtd), has
n the approval for the
edition of the competi-

ach club is expected to
‘ter a maximum of 30
rs at the cost of N 100
and also take the respon-
ty ofthe players licences
h would amount to
"X)0.00 per club.
JAlclubs in the two states

\FA thumbs

he Nigeria Football
Association (NFA)
has thumbed up the

that he would work towards
ensuring that Nigeria regains

seni CUp gets new date

Fom Buhari Bdla

in Jos
are expected to register their
players within the stipulated
period.

her pride of place in Africa
and the world as a whole.

“My main concern is to
stabilise the dwindling for-
tunes of tennis in Nigeria.
And | strongly believe that
this is possible with the co-
operation ofeverybody in the
board,” he noted.

He stressed that the fed-
eration under his leadership
would work towards bringing
back all the former sponsors
of tennis, who have with-
drawn their sponsorship over
time.

“As soon as we settle
down, we shall open discus-
sion with all our friends in the
corporate world, as we can’t
do without them,” he submit-
ted.
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Abia and Lagos State hockey teams in action at lastyear’s National Sports Festival in BauchL

urnalists barred from sports association’s elections

cores ofjoumalists, in-
luding sportswriters,
ere not allowed to
cover elections into the
boards of the 29 national
sports associations, which
held Tuesday in Abuja.
Journalists, including
those from Lagos, who ar-
rived at the venue at about
7.30a.m., after several hours
of night travel, were told that
they would not be allowed
into the main arena.
Policemen, who manned
the only gate leading into the

Eagle Square venue of the
elections, told the news hun-
gry journalists that only ac-
credited delegates would be
allowed in.

They said they were car-
rying out instructions handed
down by the Ministry of
Sports and Social Develop-
ment, organisers of the elec-
tions.

One ofthe men explained
that the ministry felt thatjour-
nalists appointed to the board
of the various associations
were enough to give adequate

coverage t0 the activity.

It took about three hours
ofstrong persuasion and pro-
tests before an information
officer in the ministry came
to read out the list ofjournal-
ists who would be allowed to
enter the square.

This was after thejournal-
ists had been thoroughly
soaked by the early morning
rain, which fell for a better
part of the day.

The officer who an-
nounced the names claimed
that an undisclosed director

up sports writers over Eagles qualification

By Patrick Andrew |
have propelled the manage-
ment of the Glass House to

mng press over the objec-pe on their toes throughout
manner they criticized the qualification campaigns.

Super Eagles preparation

prosecution of the 2002

an/Korea World Cup
ification matches.

MFA Secretary-General,

Tijani Yusuf, said Tues-

that sports writers

: ough objective criticism

strmdment in Axitunu.

“We dedicate the Super
Eagles qualification for the
2002 World Cup to the sport-
ing press and to be honest
your objective criticisms pro-
pelled us into action to ensure
Nigeria’s qualification. We
were conscious of your criti-

cal views and suggestions,
especially where you were
very objective,” Yusuf said,
noting that without the press
certain errors might not have
been noted and corrected.

He observed that by the
objective and dynamic man-
ner the sports writers offered
suggestions for proper ad-
ministration of football it
would be correct to say that
the Nigerian sporting press
has come of age.

. However, he cautioned
the press not to rest on their
oars as the qualification was
only the beginning ofthe real
race for soccer glory.

Apparently, calling for

more objective criticisms,
Y usuf said the press should
endeavour to sustain the zeal
and enthusiasm that were
prevalent throughout the
qualification campaign.

The NFA scribe, who re-
vealed that the Glass House
was aware ofthe enormity of
the task before the team,
stressed that everything nec-
essary will be done to facili-
tate adequate preparation for
the mundial.

“The race has just began.
The World Cup is not a child
play. We shall, therefore,
support the technical crew
within available means to
update their knowledge in the
game,” he said.

Igbinedion, Dyeri lose out
In associations9elections

wenty-eight persons
were on Tuesday
elected chairmen of

various national sports asso-
ciations even as electoral
malpractices almost mar the
elections.

The alleged electoral
fraud led to the arrest of two
Ministry of Sports and Social
Development staff, Mr. Alex
Onyenwenwa and Mrs. N
Ejele, who were picked for
questioning by the police.

The police had insisted on
arresting the duo because
their act was at variance with
the anti-corruption drive of
the present administration.

The elections, however,
recorded big casualties,
which include Governor

Lucky Igbinedion of Edo
State who lost the bid to lead
the boxing association, Mrs
Nkoyo Ibori, wife of Delta
State governor, Major Gen-
eral Adamu Dyeri (rtd) the
current NOC president who
succumbed to Prince Sam
Ejiofor for Gymnastic Fed-
eration chairmanship post.

Similarly, Chiefs
Adolphus Okafor,
Olatokunbo Thomas, Hope
Uzodima, David Johnson,
Kayode Roberts, Chuka
Momabh all lost their posts.

However, Mrs Kofi
Nwokedi, Lanre Glover,
Alhaji Gumel, regained their
positions in the elections
which many board members
had to resort to fisticuffs be-
fore reason aijd da’r plty
could Rrevail.

who was persuaded and con-
vinced that certain category
ofjournalists should be per-
mitted to cover the exercise
issued the list

The released list entered
those whose names were ex-
cluded and they exchanged
words with the policemen
who threaten-d to arrest and
detain them.

Meanwhile, security at
the Eagle Square, venue of
the election was tight aS all
elements ofrowdiness, noise
and  thuggery, which
characterised past elections.

were non-existent.

Security was so tight that
the overseer of Sports Devel-
opment Department and Di
rector of Venue and Facilities
in the Ministry of Sports, Mr.
Patrick Ekeji, had to lobby
policemen to permit him into
the venue in their patrol jeep.

Ekeji who arrived the
venue at about 1.00pm, after
elections had been conducted
into the boards of seven as-
sociations, went round vari-
ous pavilions in company of
mobile policemen.

List of elected officials

Judo
Gov. Uzo Orji - Chairman
Theophilos Audu - 1"
Vice "hairman
Prof. Alfrtd Desuza - 2rd
Vice .hairman
Hockey
Gov. Bukar lbrahim -
Chairman
Alhaji Lawal Bawa- la
Vice Chairman
Jaiyeola Folarin - 2rdVice
Chairman
Boxing
Eng. Rotimi George Taylor
-Chairman
Abu Onaji - Vice
Chairman
Victor Azumara - 2rdVice
Cl airman
Basketball
Gyang Buba - Chairman
Segun Erinle
Uche Nebedun
Chess
Cephas Theophilos -
Chairman
Sani Mohammed
Dr. 0. S. A. Ikhioya
Squash
Sam Galadima - Chairman
Dele Oludare
Bo a Mogaji
Scrabble
Toki Aka - Chairman
Nelson Ushie
Prince N. Kolawole
L'Tennis
Sani Nda lusa - Chairman
Wing i onu.~
Yemi Owoseni
Karate
Uchepga Nwokedi -

. Aluiai-’
Ali/u Rambo
Tsekwando
Isaiah Gt won -.Chapman
Job. than tsnaji

Tayo Popoola
T/Tennis
Cusmos Maduka -
Chairman
Olabanji Oladapo
Victor Peters
Shooting
Fred Chijiuka - Chairman
John Hamaki
Moses Ajayi
Wrestling
Eddy Aderinoku -
Chairman
Austin Edeze
Cycling
Teresa Ezeobi - Chairman
Felix Onwuzuruike
Sunday Bulus Irogo
Fives
Dr. Bello Haliru - Chairmai
Yusuf Ladan
Alh. Kabiru Usman
Cricket
Dr. Abebe - Chairman
Kweri Sagoe
Chime Anosike
Special Sports
Prof. Andrew Ajidua -
Chairman
Mrs. A. Yusuf
Traditional Sports
Mallam E. I . I'usuf
Chairman
rv>'

Brig. Gen. Victor |

y (O»—H.,]l
Alh. Gumen - Cuai.

Dr. Laure Glover

Swimming
Rugby
Arch. Williams - Chain



SPACE IS
FOR SALE

Eagles, Lone Stars
rekindle rivalry

he S'fcper Eagles and

the Lone Stars of

Liberiawill rekindle
their 2002 World Cup quali-
fier hostilities on a neutral
ground next week.

The two teams will be
involved in a N5 million
Four-Nation Invitation
Tournament billed for Iran
between August 5 through
12.

The Iranians Football
Federation extended the in-
vitation to the two teams to
participate in a fiesta in-
tended to tune-up the Ira-
nian national soccer side
ahead of their Asian zone
World Cup qualifiers.

Similar invitation was
extended to Iraq while Togo
will replace Liberia if the

Keshi heads
to Holland
for coaching
course

he Super Eagles
Assistant Coach
Stephen Keshi, is to

By Patrick Andrew
George Weah-financed side
fails to honour the invita-
tion.

Already, the NFA has
accepted the invitation with
the intention to use the
matches to expose some of
the home-based who fea-
tured in the last stages of
both Nations and World
Cup qualifications.

NFA Secretry-General,
Tijani Yusuf, gave the
names of some ofthe likely
players to feature in the
tournament as John Utaka,
Duke Udi. Kelechi Okoye,
Justice Christopher, Sani
Abaclia. Eric Ejiofor, Rotimi

proceed to Holland for a

two-week refresher course,
the Nigeria Football
Association (NFA), has
announced.

NFA Chairman,
Dominic Oneya, said the
coaching course is one of
the series of courses ar
ranged for the Eagles tech-
nical crew. The refresher
courses are intended to
shape up the crew and keep
them abreast with the mod-
em technique of the game.

The trio of Amodu
Shuaibu, Stephen Keshi
and Joe Erico made history
last Sunday when they led
the Super Eagles to quali
fied for the 2002 World Cup.

Ironically, foreign tech-
nical adviser, Johannes
Bonfrere, had almost facili-
tated Nigeria’s ouster in the
World Cup race but for the
clarion call ofNigerians for
his dismissal, a develop-
ment that threw up the trio
for a rescue mission.

Oneya said that with
Keshi proceeding on re-

esher course, a star*
ould have been made of
giving indigenous coaches
he needed technical sup-

ssume the highest techni-
"i responsibility in the
luntry.
The NFA, he said, was

IiXBrt and encouragement to

Sunday, Austin Ejide, Pius
Ikedia, Ishola Shuaibu, An-
drew Nworgu, Friday
Nwodu, Efe Ehiorobo,
Patrick Ovie, Rabiu Afolabi,
among others.

Yusuf explained that
Iran will be bankrolling the
airfare, accommodation and
logistics for the participat-
ing teams in addition to of-
fering $30,000 and $20,000
respectively for the second
and third winners.

The scribe said the tour-
nament will serve to tune-
up the players for the Na-
tions Cup and World Cup,
noting that the NFA wants
to prepare the Eagles prop-
erly for these champion-
ships.

Thursday, August 2, 2001

TAHIR GUEST PALACE KANO

For:
Accomodatmn

“Ininternipled power and water supplies
*tltra modern conference itaB- for 3R&peopfc

*120 rooms no* available
1/ at
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Ecstatic: Tennis rising star, Andy Roddick of United State in a hysieric Super Eagles midfielder Austin Okocha shields the ball against Sudan s Mohammed Khalil durin.

Hi
p irJ

Illy aware "r the magni-

of the World Cup,|
the need to equip ¢
cal crew with the nec-
y technical knowl-

S..recently. '

World Cup qualifier in Port Harcourt.
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