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|W1 UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA LIMITED
I ■ i 97/105 BROAD STREET, P. 0. BOX 2406, LAGOS • NIGERIA

TEL 667410, 667510. TELEX MINDOBANK 21241 & 21580.

Come in to the UBA Branch nearest to you today for 
details and open your own House Savings and Loans 
Account.

HOUSE SAVINGS 
AND LOANS 

SCHEME

saved up to one quarter of the cost of the house, UBA 
will loan you up to 4 times your savings subject to a 
maximum of N80,000, provided you can make 
satisfactory arrangements for repaying the loan. UBA 
House Savings and Loans Scheme helps you save 
regularly towards owning your own home.

Every family wants a House for owner occupation but 
it is impossible for most people to build or buy a 
house from their own savings alone, no matter how 
long they have been saving. That is why UBA is 
offering you this special assistance towards owning 
your own house through our new UBA House Savings 
and Loans Scheme.

What is it?
The UBA House Savings and Loans Scheme is a special 
savings account, where you deposit money monthly, 
towards the cost of building or buying a house of 
your own. You can start with as little as N25, or more 
depending on how soon you want to own your house.

How does it work?
Simple. After 2 years or a longer period, if you have
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He is Nigeria’s most wanted criminal 
of all times. He calls himself the 
unbeatable and is giving the police a run 
for their skills in tracking down a felon. 
They call him Lawrence Anini, alias 
‘Air’, alias‘terror.’Where is Anini? The 
police are short of answers.

The African Concord has been on 
trail of this dreaded criminal. We didn’t 
find him, but we catalogue his exploit, 
and do a bit of unmasking of the felon... 
P6

After 24 years of independence, 
Ugandans are still eluded by peace I 
and freedom. From 1971 to 1985, 
Uganda has had five governments, 
most of which contributed to the 
violent death of hundreds of 
thousands of Ugandans.

Yoweri Museveni’s NRM govern­
ment is still trying to consolidate its 
power in its fight against rebels in 
the north of the country and 
demands from monarchists and 
other factions. In a national broad­
cast on Independence Day, the Pres­
ident reassured the nation that the 
NRM was in full control.

Our reports co-ordinated by our 
Contributing Editor, Ronald 
Mutebi, examine Museveni’s broad­
cast and aspects of Ugandan life. P23
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The letter
police ignored

Dear Sir,

1.

2.

3.

at

/ Yours sincerely
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Anini writes 
New Nigerian Bank

Letters to 
the Editor

I am constrained to write this letter to 
you as quickly as possible in view of the 
danger I-have foreseen ahead the state,

and this agents have found their way

Mohammed Haruna
(Managing Director)
New Nigerian Newspapers Limited

// /

I am
The unbeatable. 
Law Anini 
(alias Ovbiogo) 
No. 1000,000 Anywhere Street, 
Within the City, 
Benin, 
Bendel State.

I am no longer interested in your 
N10,000.00 as I earlier wrote you. I am 
doing this to respect the Oba of Benin, 
following his appeal.

But note that I am provoked in you 
have invited the silly Mobile Policemen 
to protect you. Should I come, can they 
shoot down an ordinary air? I am only 
giving respect to whom respect is due.

Anyway, the mobile boys are children 
to me. Inform them to have peace of 
mind henceforth. No more trouble.

Use this medium to communicate to 
all Bendelites to entertain no fear any 
longer. Should any robbery incident 
happen henceforth, I have no hand in it! 
Except...

defending the New Nigerian for carrying 
Madaki and then campaign against its 
editor?

It is obvious from your story that so­
meone thinks he is doing Oparadike a 
service by portraying him as the 
defender of professional ethics 
simultaneously as he casts me in the im­
age of a villain. But your reporter docs 
neither oparadikc nor journalism any 
service if they square or even squash the 
truth just to serve some parochial objec­
tive they have set for themselves.

Security should be mounted for 
the Co-operative Bank at 
Akpakpava because of what I 
hear they would do there. There is 
also a plan to invade an in­
digenous Electrical firm at 
Dawson Road and shoot 
anyone resisting.

The Commissioner of Police, 
Bendel State Police Command, 
Headquarters, 
Benin-City.

the reaction in question as news. First no 
respondent had ever taken trouble to

/ /I zty/z zw /7

particular respondent who led a group, 
Alhaji Yusufu Dantsoho, was a man of 
substance. At least he was once the na­
tional publicity secretary of the old 
NPC.

In any case where was it ever written 
that reactions to stories must be in form 
of letters? Have letters not been used as 
material for the news columns? I 
pointed all this to the editor and in the 
end he agreed to publish Dantsoho as 
news. Which is why I was amazed to 
read that the editor said he would not 
sign the imprint for the day and I did so. 
All your reporter had to do to get his 
facts straight was look at our imprint on 
the day in question. He would have seen 
that Oporadike signed as editor.

On the second point that I campaign­
ed for the editor’s removal over the 
Madaki story, nothing could be farther 
from the truth. How could I write in the

6 car Nos. BD 2962 BG, BD 6666 
/ «.** $ BF’ BD 7744 BE. BD 4 N, BD 9 

// * N’ BD 1717 BE’ BD 2360 BG- and 

A* *.> £ others I can’t remember. They
have the list with them. Something 
should be done now Mr. Commis­
sioner. They have perfected in

cc:. The Commissioner of Police
cc: -+ Group
cc: +-Group
cc: Ogbovo Unit of Ovbiogo, Ekonvun 

Unit, Ikpoba Hill Unit, Sakpobba 4. 
Unit, etc.

their plans please. Note. 
lam,
A Good Citizen

, . (Nigerian)

'e' New Niigeriaini
// tangle

Sir’

fllf TT READ the story titled above in your
V a •’* ^African Concord of October 9, and I

The B.T.B. General Manager, 
Leventis Manager, Airport 
Manager P/s Trader & Industry & '• "7c ♦ k oi
Health to be protected. Owners of New Nigerian of September 21

xt_ __  -— defendinc the New Nieenan for carrying

was amazed that a magazine of African 
Concord’s quality would distort issues 
the way it did.

Your story on the ex-Col. Yohanna 
Madaki interview at the "New Nigerian 
parley” said (1) I behaved in an “un­
professional and abnormal” manner by 
advising the editor to publish reactions 
to Madaki in the news rather than letters 
columns and (2) That I campaigned for 
the removal of Innocent Oparadike as 
editor of the New Nigerian over the 
same story.

On the first point it is true I did advise 
Oparadike to carry one particular reac­
tion to Madaki as news. The editor was 

oanger i*nave roreseen aneaa inc siaic, reluctant because hitherto reactions to 
particularly in this city of Benin. Assasins ihe parley were in the form of letters. 
— iuuud u.ci. w.y But th'n 1 P°inted to him ,h"eJaS
back again, this Ante with more force. nothln8 unprofessional about publishing 
There are plans on now to:- the nact“>n in question as news. First no

respondent had ever taken trouble to 
Invade the New Nigeria Bank in come to our newsroom and second this 
Benin not only to rob, but 
eliminate some big shots, either at 
office or at home. I wrote a letter 
last week alerting the authorities.

To set fire on the Nigerian 
Observer premises, and chase the 
Editor both at office or home. 
Also some names of staff are in 
the list to face their wicked bullets 
in broad day.
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News Insight

The suspended public relations officer of the Lagos State 
Police Command, Mr. Alozie Ogugbuaja spilled the whole 
truth recently when he drew attention to the futility of the cur­
rent efforts to clamp down on robbers, when the root is 
patently ignored.

"We need to overhaul the entire system,’’ the Police PRO 
advised. "We are running a very crude capitalist system that

background... The system had created a thoroughly aggrieved 
fraction within our society which uses its youthful disposition 
to tfireaten to destroy us all.*'

‘Enough of cosmetics
Bayo Onanuga argues that the traditional prescriptions for armed robbery are probably

should a supposedly rich man support robbers? Cetainly, he 
needs the pay-offs to stay rich, to retain his status, to continue 
to spray naira at social parties, to ride luxurious cars. Why 

"—1-----------------■’ ” ~ ’“’I u )wants
to survive. There is need to admit before things go totally dis­
jointed that Nigeria’s social system is odious, uncivilized and it 
has turned the whole place into a jungle where desperation and

part of the pro'blem
J7OR long, we have treated the robbers the same way we 
-a- treat cancer something to be cut off before it spreads its 
malignant infection to the entire tissue. So we give our robbers 
the bullets, we silence them till eternity to save the decent, 
peace loving society from their evils.

Despite executions, robbery has continued, increasing i 
ferocity. Yet we stick to our treatment. No one has cared ; 
find out if the medicine we apply is a bad one. The Anini stoi 
which we recount in this edition offers a compelling urge for 
the authorities to take a second look at the anti-robbery 
statute, perhaps abrogate it, perhaps amend it to match a more 
realistic understanding of robbery and robbers. :.

Everyday, indications are burgeoning that robbers don’t de­
mand just the bullets. They need our sympathy and a deep 
sociological study of why they take up arms to frighten az­
harm fellow citizens and eventually cart away their hard- 
acquired properties.

If we accept the thesis of sociologists, environment largely 
make so a man. It dictates man’s actions, it socialises him, 
fashions him into either a savage or a civilised person, imbued 
4‘ 4 rp.. . , ‘ ;——------ 7~ ruuoery suspects, most oi tncir upaauum na>v uig iuu uauK-

Ine question that the authorities in Nigeria ing of the powerful in society — the rich, the uniformed men

And worse, wc have compounded the robbery problem by 
the double-standard laws we make, whereby we send to the 
hang man those who violently steal, while we spare those who 
perpetrate an equally insidious crime, pen robbery. By the 

are legion, but records, what we have lost from armed robbery is a fraction of 
rung from a sense what the soldiers, the politicians, the bureaucrats use their 
’ [h3t iLo> r0bfb?r Pcns to steal.
. - . e’ *,m.? e.y Even in their height of madness the robbers know they are

being discriminated against. That annoys them and makes 
them unleash an orgy of violence on the innocent, the police, 
on everyone that bumps into their ways. The menace of 

“The suspended public relations officer of the 
Lagos State Police Command, Mr. Alozie 
Ogugbuaja spilled the whole truth recently 
when he drew attention to the futility of the 
current efforts to clamp down on robbers 
when the root is patently ignored. We need to 
overhaul the entire system the PRO advised/* 
Lawrence Nomayogbon, Anini is borne out of this situation. 
Here is a man who has declared a one-man war on the police. 
Why? Protests against police atrocities and greed, against our 
laws, against a social system that is unfair to the majority, 
against inflation and high cost of education.

nprnmpo Although Anini is Nigeria’s most wanted criminal, we can- 
iehumanises not dismiss thc grounds of his protests. We need to probe 
ind for the lJiem- Perhaps through this, we may get at the root of the rob­

bery scourge. We’ve had enough of the cosmetics treatment.

What 
we cannt 
of pcrsoi— 
seeks to redres 
belongs to 
sheltered. Ever 
craves what th^ 

And thcr- 
not the esst 
shelter and sc 
*u:- why
of the larger 
The questic 

thcmselvc 
needs of 

hat has tun

j in 
red to story aavisea. -we are running a very cruuc u»piuuui a/aiciu uuu 
• for completely relegates our African sense of brotherhood to the

fraction within our society which uses its youthful disposition

This is a view we can hardly ignore. It is the truth. Robbers 
•^ceP are members of our society. The atrocities they perpetrate take 
311(1 their cue from the same society. Survival is one root of the rob­

bers desperation. To belong to the tiny bandwagon of the rich 
for which society pours all reverence, is yet another root.

Or how else can one better explain the madness that now 
gives us all moments of anxiety. From recent disclosures by 
robbery suspects, most of their operations have the full back-

need to ask themselves is whether they have who have access to the weapons of terror the robbers use. Why 
been ministering to these basic needs of man. u" J J'
They have not, of course, and that failure is „ .
what has turned some of our people into beast- Should a soldier also support robbers? Certainly, he too 
ly bandits. We run a state that doesn’t care ” ' >■ ■■
whether all of us are adequately fed, whether 
we hold jobs that spin us enough money to survival arc the games, 
cater for our needs, whether all of us have 
shelter on our heads.”______________
with civilised conducts.

pushed one into robbery? The theories s
lot deny that his action must have sprung from a sense 
onal deprivation, a have-not disease that the robber 

iress by grabbing for himself what legitimately 
others. Everyman wants to be fed, clothed, 

veryman craves all the goodies of life. Everyman 
the other man has.

there is nothing strange in this possessive urge. Is this 
sence of society or government - to provide man a 
’ security — from danger, hunger, homelessness? Is 

this not why man sinks his individuality to become a member 
' * ' society?

question that the authorities in Nigeria need to ask 
selves is whether they have been ministering to these basic

wf man. They have not, of course, and that failure is 
what has turned some of our people into beastly bandits. We 
run a state* that doesn’t care whether all of us are adequately 
fed, whether we hold jobs that spin us enough money to cater 
for our needs, whether all of us have shelter on our heads. We 
run a system that produces a tiny fraction of the wealthy and 
we arc least bothered where they amass their money. No one 
raises such an issue. No one cares if such wealth is a loot from 
the collective resources, whether it comes from kick-backs or 
bribes or is made up merely of tolls from extortions. No one 
bothers — he has made it, we say, and the have-not majority 
must bow and tremble in reverence. The majority becomes 
disaffected with the system that marginalises and dehumanist 
them. That group provides the breeding grow.- 
monsters that take up arms against the rest of us.

AFRICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 1986



Cover Story

Babangida: Where is Anini?

.

Anirti: At large

-■■■■■ 

w

Anini runs,police trail
A bandit in Bendel has turned into a frustrating national problem “isfor 

__  «li n— ■ktiws s&’Vwasftrfia , at people to stay in-doors after 8 m°JCed 
im, In the past three months, the noi^ ? m’ 
ling pinned on him the death „fha™ 

policemen. The kidnap of a °I ,?« 
sergeant who doubled as the driv.° 1Cr 
the Assistant Inspector Gene"7

— :a-

Police, Christopher Omeben and the 
snatching of the AIG’s car — are being 
traced to Anini’s gang. So were the
— ' 1 the Police post at Ugo and

. ........ anal Police Station at Abudu
— all in Bendel State. What is not clear 
is whether the recent attack on the Police 
Commissioner in the State, Mr. Casimir 
Akagbosu and three of his men, was also 
the handiwork of Anini and his gang. 
Akagbosu, now in London for medical 
treatment, was attacked in the night of 
October 1, seven days after Anini 
unilaterally declared a truce in a letter to 
the New Nigerian Bank in Benin.

The police have for the past two mon­
ths been on his trail, but Anini leaves no 
foot print to trace. President Ronald 
Reagan once said in reference to the flee­
ing Arab terrorists who hijacked the 
Achile Lauro last year; “They can run, 
they cannot hide.” Anini has proven 
Reagan wrong. He could run as well as 
hide, and very far from the police 
sleuths.

The police have put a N 10,000 prize 
on Anini’s head. But Benin residents 
don’t seem hungry for the prize — Anini 
is a bugaboo everyone runs from.

Two weeks ago, President Ibrahim 
Babangida asked his Inspector General 
of Police: “Where is Anini?” It was a 
joco-serious question, but outgoing In­
spector General, Etim Inyang didn’t find 
it funny. “We shall find Anini soon,” 
he promised. And true, the police 
authorities are dead serious. Anini’s 
elusiveness casts a big dent on their

AFRICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 1986

T-T IS address is
A -My, Bendel ____  —
anywhere too, wherever he chooses, at peoj 
whatever time that pleases him, In tr
sometimes, posting an advance billing pinnt
about his coming. Yet very often, he polio 
fulfils his promise and goes to enact 
another blood chilling marauding that 
the Nigeria Police have found difficult 
to stem. , ..

Lawrence Anini is what the police call 
him and that is the name that the entire 
Nigerian nation now knows him to be. 
But his full name is Lawrence 
Nomayangbon Anini. At his village in 
Orogho, an hour’s drive from Benin, 
Anini is better known by his middle 
name. “He is called Nomayangbon here 
and not Lawrence,” says Mr. 
Omorogieva Obayowana, a native doc­
tor in the village. .

But Anini has recently over'Sr£w?1,L,p 
village. He now calls himself t 
unbeatable”. And he has cut a notono 
image that resounds across the J131*® ' 
He is terror and the mention of his nam 
anywhere in Bendel State invokes a 
ror of its own. And he keeps this im g 
by the bizarre myth of invmcibi y- 
Anini is Nigeria’s most wanted cnmi ■ 

Everyone fears him, the police,tnc 
dinary people, the authorities. Even 
6

'nm-g: ^shaUflndhlmsoon



Cover Story

driver

Akagbosu: A victim ofAnlnl?

Anini’s killing spree began last August, 
just after the execution on August 23 of 
a Benin Prince, Kingsley Eweka, for rob­
bery. There was the allegation that the 
royal families were enraged because of 
the execution which they considered as 
a desecration of royalty, and have thus 
been funding and supporting Anini in his

exploits. And even providing him 
shelter. .

The Oba of Benin, Omo N’oba 
Eradiauwa expresses exasperation when 
confronted with this question and 
demands unqualified apology.

“I resent the insinuation in your ques­
tion because you have in plain words ac­
cused me of the criminal offence known 
as accessory to a crime. I demand an 
apology from you for that and I request 
that you reflect this observation in your 
write-up,” he said. .

The Benin monarch denies having any 
interest in Anini’s activities, but he says 
that Kingsley Eweka was not the first 
member of the royal family to die in such 
circumstances. He provides no elabora­
tion. ,

The allegation against the Binis is that 
they have an axe to grind with the police 
who failed to save Eweka from execu­
tion in spite of numerous overtures. 
Coupling this was another accusation 
that the Binis have a traditional resent­
ment against a non-Bini commissioner 
of police in Bendel State. They argue 
that the Binis will rather prefer a com­
missioner of police from outside the 
state than have one from any other part 
of Bendel State.

It is said that highly-placed Binis in­
cluding policemen sponsor Anini to spite 
the non-Benin commissioner of police 
and to cow the police in the state. It is 
also alleged that Mr. Ometen, the Assis­
tant Inspector General of Police whose 
driver was kidnapped and his car snatch­
ed in Benin, was marked for humiliation 
being an Ishan.

A source close to the police alleges 
that the AIG’s visit was leaked to men of 
the underworld days before he made the 
trip. The same police source alleges that 
the attack on Mr. Akagbosu was 
another manifestation of a particular 
ethnic group’s attempt to vent their 
anger against non-indigenes in their 
midst especially among the police. The 
source says various moves had earlier 
been made to take the wind off Mr. 
Akagbosu’s sail thereby creating a 
vacancy for “a son of the soil”. He sup­
ports his argument by noting that “since 
the arrival of the present Commissioner 
of Police, no criminal activity has been 
reported in Benin City.”

Mr. Parry Osayande, the Commis­
sioner of Police on relief duty in Benin 
who has maternal blue blood in his veins 
refused to speak to newsmen and has 
barred other police officers. The public 
relations officer, Mr. Ambrose Aisabor 
declines to comment in spite of a sus­
tained four day pressure.

But a prominent Bini son, the Chief 
Priest of the Benin Kingdom, Chief 
Nosakhare Isekhure says that the Binis 
are never known for supporting crime. 
“I think there can never be any truth in 
that kind of speculation. Prince Eweka 
was tried, sentenced and executed. If we

7

Omcben; lost car to robbers
reputation and the police are desirous of 
redeeming their image. A massive man 
hunt is in place. Last week, the Police 
got near their target when they arrested 
two aides of Anini. But the big catch is 
still to be made. When will Anini himself 
be arrested? No one knows. The Police 
do not know. In the meantime, the 
Benin residents will have to continue to 
live with their self-imposed curfew as no 
one knows when the streets will be freed 
of the Anini menace

Governor Mark
about this. Last ----- , ... -------
newsmen to Benin to flaunt police anti­
robbery triumphs. Peace has returned to 
Benin, he said, as the police have been 
able to stem further armed banditry. On 
Monday, he addressed the Obas and 
Chiefs in Bendel during which he 
solicited their co-operation in checking 
the menace of robbery.

Yet in Bendel, there is the stong belief 
that if the Police really want to arrest 
Anini, he could be got so easily. Accor­
ding to some Benin residents, Anini fre­
quents a restuarant at Upper Sakpoba 
Road where he offers free beer and 
food for everyone therein.

African Concord however reliably 
learnt after a week-long sniffing in 
Benin, that the police lack the courage 
to arrest Anini because some officers are 
allegedly on his payroll and because 
other officers fear Anini’s alleged power­
ful backers in the city. Some people par­
ticularly point at the Royal House in 
Benin, positing the accusation that
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 1986

Inienger is worried 
week, he invited 

to flaunt
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Anini, Oyenusi: two of a kind
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Chief Isekhure acknowledges that 
Bini chiefs have heard about the 
rumours that indict them over Anini’s 

ua- escapades. He speaks to God to enable 
i>ef him lay down his arms. I personally feel 

that he should be able to tell the world 
the cause of his annoyance. I wont like 
him to be killed without saying 
anything.”

It is being alleged too, although un­
proven, that the arrest and trial of 
Justice Donald Ikomi fo> the murder of 
his police aide had some connections

A modern day Rohm Hood?
Conflicting reports about Anini’s activities and style 
raise questions. Has he a cause?
T A HRENCE Anini, 30, Nigeria’s 
J—'most wanted robber, is the kind of 
man around whom a fascinating fable 
can be spun. Fast running into a legen­
dary outlaw, Anini who is also nicknam­
ed ‘Ovbigbc’ has outpaced the law for 
over one month now. But how he has 
managed to, remains a puzzle.

The clearest profile of the young man 
so far is that he is an armed marauder 
who has plunged Benin City over the last 
few weeks into veritable horror. He has 
reportedly killed both lay citizens and 
law enforcement agents.

Whether Anini has a band or not has 
not been established. From all the rob­
ber)' operations traced to him, it is dif­
ficult to say that Lawrence is just 
another armed robber. Undismayed by 
the increased risk in attacking police sta­
tions, he has hit at them even more 
furiously. He probably has shot and kill­
ed more police sleuths and some people

put a N10.000 price on wish head 
Anybody who can deliver the robber t 
the police, said the Bendel State Coir 
mand last month, would go home wit 
N 10,000. Nobody has and perhaps non 
is willing to dare.

Much as many people are concerne 
about the activities of people like Anin 
hardly any one is ready to risk his or hi 
life in the search for the outlaw. In ar 
case, from all indications, many peop 
seem to believe that Lawrence is a wi 
O’-the wisp, intangible. A habitue ( 
Benin City spoke of the fables goir 
round the town on the criminal ar 
from all appearances even the Bend 
Police Command has almost succumbt 
to the myth that Anini cannot be ove 
come with a gun or similar weapons.

Aniiji, some people claim, is 
messenger of a certain Benin god wi 
has become very angry with the injusti 
and oppression in the city and until the 
social defects had been corrected, tl 
fable goes further, no man could arre 
him. Anini himself seemed to have le 
credence to this fable by reportedly co 
fessing that nobody can subdue hit 
that he would someday submit hims« 
to the state but only after his missii

Inlenger, Eradiauwa: Appealed for peace
The chief Priest says that were Benis with the dusts raised by Eweka’s convic-
jbehind the crime, they would not be vic- tion. Ikomi’s involvement in the murder
tints. case is believed to be a frame-up as he

Chief Isekhure acknowledges that had chaired the Robbery Tribunal that 
n:”: j -*-- - condemned Eweka to death. In the

lini’s meantime, economic activities in Benin 
table City have almost grounded to a halt.

1 Commercial vehicles go off the roads
1 as early as 7.30 p.m. partly out of fear of 

stray bullets and to avoid police har- 
rassments. The mobile policemen on the 
streets of Benin appear to have been in­
structed to’concentrate their search on 
commercial vehicles especially at dusk. 
They ferret vehicle particulars rather 
than the contents of the commercial

were interested, we would have mobilis­
ed and got him lawyers. His royal 
background has nothing to do with the 
crime. He is an individual. A more 
responsible Bini prince, not long ago, 
died in the prison but we did not resort 
to violence.”

He also denies that the Binis have 
special interest in the office of the Com­
missioner of Police, Bendei State. For 
Chief Isekhure, "Anybody who accuses 
the Binis for such acts must be wicked and 
must hate the Binis. Those making the 
allegations are criminals.”

Police sources in Benin indicated a 
serious ethnic division both within the 
officers and the rank and file. A senior 
officer says that Etsako people, civilians 
and police officers still see the attack on 

-Mr.: Akagbosu, their son, as a carefully 
planned and executed action. The 
sources say that feelers from Lagos 
showed that officers at Force Head­
quarters in Lagos were exploiting the 
situation to settle old scores — a situa­
tion that has affected the morale of the 
police in the state.

An Etsako man in Benin alleges that 
Anini is only being used to discredit the 
Bendel State Police Command. He says 
the Etsako are keenly watching the situa­
tion, but declines to elaborate. Chi 
Isekhure refutes this and cites the case of 
Mr. Edosa Ebuehi, the driver attached 
to the Chairman.of Bendel Development 
and Planning. Authority who was shot 
dead by robbers on First East Circulor 
Road, Benin, at about 5 p.m. He also 
cites the case of two Bini girls who were 
kidnapped and tortured by robbers.

say he even had a hand in the shooting 
of the Bendel State Police Commis­
sioner, Mr. Casimir Akagbosu two 
weeks ago;. He has reportedly dared any 
police man to attempted nabbing hi- 
mand as though the police were admit­
ting their inability to do so, they have
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_the legend is the 
. reason for last week’s reorganisa- 
of the Nigeria Police Force, 

ther all these will demythify Anini 
)utlaw is yet to be seen. They had

so poor that both husband and wife were 
sleeping on the floor, he gave some 
money to the couple in sympathy to their

Whether or not these reports are 
founded, they have added to the making 
of Anini into a modem day armed rob­
bery legend. The most enduring feature 
of the Anini myth perhaps is that it has 
thrown residents of the usually sleepless 
Benin City into one sober, scarried, in­
keeping people at night. A reporter who 
spent a couple of nights in Benin last 
week said the Anini scar onb the city is a
Ronald Biggs: The formidable British train 
robber

dreaded criminal. He has become a 
phenomenon for which the Bendel 
Police, despite the reshuffling of the per­
sonnel and the reinforcement from 
Lagos, have found difficult to unders­
tand. .

His climb to the prominent list of 
■wanted criminals began last August 15, 
following the killing of one mobile 
policeman and another general duty of­
ficer at the Jolomi/Edebiri Road Junc­
tion. Gun firing had erupted when the 
police insisted on opening the boot of a 
Peugeot 505 car in which the bandits 
were travelling.

The killing coincided with the publica­
tion of the names of six robbers due for 
execution the next day. Among the six 
were Alexander Obastki, Osaro 
Enagbare and Joseph Edigin who were 
executed at Abudu.

Eight days after, there was another 
public execution in Benin. This time, it 
involved Prince Kingsley Eweka, Lucky 
Osagie and Nosa Obasuyi. Kingsley was 
a member of the royal family in Benin, 
an only son of a mother, the second wife 
of late Kingsley’s father who had three 
wives and several children before his 
death.

The connection between the execution 
of Kingsley and the macabre scourge 
that has been visited on the Bendel State 
Policy Command by armed men is yet to 
be proved. However, in the week hours 
of Friday September 5, 1986, the police 
post at Ugo and the Divisional Police 
Station at Abudu were attacked by men 
of the underworld.

Each station lost at least one officer

had been accomplished.
Anini combines the beguiling compas­

sion of Robin Hood and the ruthless 
brutality of Ronald Biggs or late Ishola 
Oyenusi. His inner mandate seems to be 
split between stealing to distribute 
among the poor and moving down as 
many of those who stand between him 
and this mission as possible. From press 
reports, Anini’s psychic portrait will 
match that of the 12th century English 

, legendary outlaw, Robin Hood.
Robin Hood had been described by 

several medieval English writers as a 
robber who stole in God’s name. He was 
said to take money from the rich and 
give to the poor. His target was said to 
be the "propertied and entrenched in­
dividuals who defended injustice and 
made money from it.” ’

Lawrence Anini whose name evokes 
fear and horror in Benin City, has 
reportedly matched this feat. He was 
said to have raided a petrol station two 
weeks ago, grabbed the day’s proceeds 
and threw it at people around the place 
and drove away with nothing. On 
another occasion he reportedly invaded 
a house in the night with intention to rob 

' but on discovering that its residents were

veritable one. By 8.00 p.m. he says, 
most streets in the town are already 
deserted. Nobody, not even night party 
buffs, wants to fall a victim of Anini’s 
terror in the town.

While it remains a mystery how one 
man has successfully* damned with ink 
punity, a police command of more than 
5,000 men and women, it seems that the 
Federal Government is also damning the 
myth that Anini is impregnable. It has 
transferred many of the senior police of­
ficers in Bendel to other states and 
replaced them with new hands in the 
wake of repeated speculation that Anini 
was enjoying the collaboration of senior 
police officers in the state. It is 
understood that President Babangida 
has also issued a secret ultimatum to 
Kam Salem House (Police Head­
quarters) to arrest Anini or face the 
music.

Perhaps also Anini 
major reason for" 
tion of 
Whethei 
the 0Lv._.. _ 
better, anyway.

Isekhure: Binis don't support crime 
vehicles. But their search is selective 
private cars are hardly halted at t 
numerous check points in the city. And 
for the policemen, despite the Anini 
hysteria, they still openly demand pay­
offs from commercial drivers ranging 
from 50k to N5.

The man Lawrence Amm that is giv­
ing everyone nightmares in Benin and 
outside was born in the village of 
Orogho. No one could tell his precise 
age, but by his looks, he must be in his 
30s. He is certainly not a well lettered 
man, but by his series of hand written 
letters, some of which African Concord

got, he is not an illiterate. At least he 
must have an education that is above the 
first school leaving certificate.

A townsman, Mr. Omorogieve 
Obayowana says Anini lost his father 
very early in his life and was brought up 
by a paternal uncle, who Obayowana 
declined to name. Both Anini’s step­
father and Obayowana were arrested as 
police began the frantic search for 
Anini. Obayowana was detained follow­
ing allegations that he must have given 
Anini the medicine he uses to get away 
with his crimes. It is being rumoured 
however that Anini’s step-father died in 
detention as no one has seen him ever 
since,
. Anini is said to be married to a 

woman in a nearby village of Ugo. He 
was a taxi driver for many years until he 
switched to driving commercial buses 
known here as ‘Tuke Tuke.”

Orogho, when the African Concord 
called last week, looked unruffled 
despite the past police harassments. Life 
was normal, but very few persons were 
ready to talk about Anini.

A trip to the village could be as 
discouraging as attempting to go to a 
lion’s den. Taxi drivers are reluctant to 
go there because of fear of Anini. Not 
even with financial baits. Yet the place is 
just within and hour’s drive to Benini. 
Now he is to Benin, like Pluto is to the 
sun.

Anini is no stranger to the Bendel 
Police. He was sometime ago, a detainee 
for an indisclosed offence. He was let 
off only to re-emerge as Bendel’s most
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‘You surprise me
'T'HE African Concord seeks the views 
A of the Oba of Benin, Omo N’Oba 

Eradiauwa, on the suspicion going 
round in the country of an alleged royal 
connection with Anini’s war against the 
police. Somehow, the Oba had heard 
such rumours. He is angry and did not 
mince words in his responses to ques­
tions by our man, Frank Igwebueze.

It is being speculated that Anini’s 
activities were a protest against Q. 
the execution of prince Kingsley 
Eweka and that his (Anini’s) ac­
tions were being sanctioned by the 
Binis and the Palace in particular? 
If I had not commended you for 
coming to know my side of the 
story connected with this event I 
would have described your ques­
tion as very insulting. The people 
who do these things are called the 
men of the underworld; if you 
know them, one expects you to let 
us know their identity and see if 
we will not join in the attempt to 
catch them. Perhaps you do not 
know that Kingsley Eweka is not 
the first member of the royal Q. 
family to have died in such cir­
cumstances. I resent the insinua­
tion in your question because you 
have in plain words accused me of 
the criminal offence known as 
"Accessory’ to a crime. I demand 
an apology from you for that and 
I request that you reflect this 
observation in your write-up.
Anini has reportedly written to 
call off his intended attack on a 
commercial bank and he gave his 
Highness’ appeal as a reason for 
his withdrawal. Could His 
Highness tell us how his appeal 
was able to reach Anini?
You surprise me. As a 
knowledgeable pressman that I 
presume you are, you must be 
aware of my television live broad­
cast appeal to the underworld men 
which was carried by the NT A and 
BTV and reported in some 
newspapers. Don’t you think 
these underworld men also have 
access to these news media? I can­
not believe that you yourself did 
not see the television broadcast or 
read of it in the newspapers.
Could it be true that Anini sleeps in 
the Palace as being rumoured?
I do not know what the man looks 
like. I have heard the rumour and

I just laughed at the folly of those 
peddling it. What good would it 
do to society to harbour him or 
any criminal when his gang out­
side continues to engage in the 
nefarious act and especially when 
I know that daily, by our custom, 
my high priests invoke a curse on 
any person who brings evil to this 
land.
What role is the Benin Traditional 
Council playing to help , ease off 
the tension created by ;he crime 
wave?
I am afraid I will not disclose this 
to you. We are working hard and 
you do not expect me to disclose 
to you what action we are taking 
to eliminate the menace.
If you mean well for the society 
join us to pray to God and our 
ancestors to answer our prayers. I 
will let you know however that I 
keep the Governor fully informed 
of what we are doing. I will like to 
use this medium to thank the 
Governor for his understanding. 
There is a speculation among 
members of the public including 
police circles that Binis do not co­
operate with a non-Bini commis­
sioner of police who is from 
Bendel State. It is said that Binis 
would prefer a commissioner of 
police from outside the state. 
What is your comment on this?
I can’t comment on that. I don’t 
know where they got that from. 
We have had commissioners of all 
nationalities. And as far as I know 
there has been very close co­
operation from everyone of them 
because the palace here and the 
commissioners are constantly in­
teracting. Something happens in 
town, they come here, I notice 
something, I send for them and we 
usually sit down here and 
deliberate. I am sure you know 
that the police set up this police 
community relations committee. 
The state one, the lyase of Benin 
is a member; he is my nominee. 
The divisional one, the Eson is a 
member on my nomination. They 
are supposed to interact between 
the police and the public. If 
anyone says that kind of thing 
again, it is another way to call the 
Binis a bad name in order to hang 
them. Nothing else.

while others were seriously injured. 
Within the same period, another police 
officer was gunned down during a raid 
at a bank in Sabongida-Ora. Few days 
after the attacks on the two police sta­
tions, the driver attached to an AIG, 
who was on assignment in Bendel State 
was kidnapped. The AIGs car, was also 
‘road-jacked’ by robbers.

The police owned up failure and call­
ed for public assistance in arresting 
Lawrence Anini, the man, they believed, 
was the life wire of the crime wave.

The height of the Anini menace was 
however reached when the bandits 
descended on the Commissioner of 
Police in the State, Mr Casimir 
Akagbosu who has since been hospitaliz­
ed in a London.

Despite all the hub-bub over Anini, he 
doesn’t appear to cut the image of the 
run-of-the-mill robber, overwhelmingly 
consumed by the passions of klep­
tomania and homicide. He is klep- 
tomanic quite right. He is a killer, also 
quite right. But behind this ferocious 
facade, looms another Anini.

On one hand, he wears the image of a 
Robin Hood, the legendary English 
outlaw of the 12th Century- who robbed 
the rich to help the poor. Anini in his 
September 11 letter to the editor of the 
Nigerian Observer paints this image of 
himself. “Tell our President we like 
him. But we are not happy here in 
Bendel,’’ he writes. “The payment for 
everything is too much. That is why I 
now divide any money I get to the 
people.’’

And he challenges the editor to in­
vestigate the veracity of this. The 
African Concord has confirmed infor­
mation that Anini sometimes sprays his 
loot in the market places when fleeing 
from the police.

On the other hand, this most wanted 
felon seems to have a mission, f *■ 
vengeance. He seems to be usi.^ 
marauding and murders to settle scoi 
protest a medley of social injustices t 
police misdeeds.

In the letter to the Observer, confirm­
ed by police sources as authentic, Anini 
strongly argues his case and why he has 
declared war on the police. In one in­
stance, he asks: “Is it good that police 
can persecute robbers who are armed 
but don’t kill and leave those pen rob­
bers who have caused all this wahala?"

In another instance, he protests 
against police collaboration with the 
powerful barons of the National Union 
of Road Transport Workers, the 
Ogbonis and the extortion of commer­
cial vehicle drivers by the police at check 
points. He calls for a probe of the 
Bendel Police. He complains against in­
flation, the high cost of education, and 
suggests the ways out.

— Bayo Onanuga
Reported by Frank Igwebueze, 
Benin and Orogho,
10
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lack of morale has profoundly wrecked 
the state police command. He argues 
that the present ethnic rivalry only helps 
to worsen a bad situation.

It is alleged that few months ago, 
security agencies in the state compiled a 
list of over thirty suspected criminal- 
and raided their hide outs. Ovt. 
twenty of such suspected criminals were 
arrested. A police officer says none of

Why Anini eludes police
The police command in Bendel State is rent by mutual distrust and ethnic rivalries. 
The whole place is in disarray and explains much about why Anini is at large.
' I 'HE inability of the entire Nigeria

-L Police Force security system to grap­
ple with the Anini menace has brought 
to the fore that organization’s inherent 
weakness and helplessness in the face of 
increasing sophistication in crimes. The 
Force’s Command in Bendel State is cur­
rently in uisarray no matter how it tried

:onceal it from the public.
leries of inexplicable events within the

inflation. He dies in misery, 
children, if |he hasthem continUt

The main difference*between the criminal 
and the moral person is however that of an 
opportunity to commit crime, coupled with 
psychological inhibitions like childhood 
experiences linked to moral training; or the 
exigencies of, poverty and misery, or the 
social environment like delinquent 
subculture. The inequitable distribution of 
wealth, biological size of’ the individuals, 
genes, chromosomal deviation and 
psychopathic tendendesalso account, but for 
les than 1 per cent, according to Adeyemi. 
But all these create a great potential to act 
criminally.

These are joined with the problems of the 
justice system, the glorification of wealth by 
the society, and the gradual break-down of 
the extended family system (which was the 
social security recourse of the.unemployed or 
recently retrenched person).With these, there 
could develop a potential to commit crime., 
said Ekhomu. But these arc not all “I have 
seen more violence, on Nigerian television 
than in the United States,” said the 
American-trained security consultant. 
Moreover, the use of hard drugs like cocainc 
and heroine has given a fatalistic edge to 
robbery. In addition, the prospects of being 
anti-social, and at the same time attracting 
positive responses from the public througl 
the gains of that behaviour, provide a certair 
allure to crime, he said.

These faciors, plus 'the existence of a 
‘marginal’ society — slum inhabitants people 
withA upbringing (parental deprivation or 
inadequate parental supervision), from which 
to provide a solid relationship with the 
environmental; are all contributary factors to 
the potential for crime committment, said 
Chief A.A. Adeyemi, a pioneer in the Held of 
criminology and professor at the faculty of 
law of the University of Lagos.

Crime is committed when the society 
proclaims equal opportunity as a principle 
alone. When there is a wide gap between 
those attainable goals and the real ability to

attain them, the system breaks down, he said. 
People choose to become cither comformist 
— as in the example of the moral worker; 
innovators or rebels — as in armed robbers, 
vandals, and delinquents; ritualist-the 
persons give up hope for a good lifennel lives 
like a robot or retreatist — as in using 
alcohol or drugs as a mean-, of escaping the 
harsh realities.
Parry Osayande, the Bendel State Police 
Commissioner and Adeyemi appear* to agree 
on the lack of organisation within the police 
force. It is a vital crack in effective policing 
Osayandc also believes that lack of adequate 
communication among units, and the 
politicisation of the force are linked at the 
upsurge of crime. Adcycmi looked at the 
establishment of a National Crimes 
Commission, which was proposed in 1974 by 
an inter-departmental committee, but never 
implemented. To avoid the usual inter- 
ministerial wranglings, the commission 
should be attached to the president’s office.

Taking back the children to receive 
fundamental instructions in religion — like 
the Christian Sunday Schdol — was 
Ekhomu’s suggestion for a long term remedy. 
In the meantime, there should be a net inflow 
of people being employed. Adeyemi sug­
gested a labour-intensive agriculture and 
agro-allicd programme. If unemployed and 
retrenched workers were retrained as farmers 
and made to organise co-operatives, hunger 
would be reduced. The co-operative could 
organise housing programmes.

The Police Act has to be reviewed, 
concerning identification records. A criminal 
intelligence base for improved detection and 
investigation skills should be set up security 
forces retrained, and their methods updated 
regularly, said Ekhomu. The alternative? 
Said Adeyemi: "People will continue to live a 
miserable existence for a long time. Fear, and 
losses of property will prolong individual and 
communal frustration which the crime 
problem will continue to gene 

heart, though. Law and order _________
down completely. The law enforcement 
agencies would spring into action at the last 
minute to prevent it. What he calls the 
‘societal reflex action*.

— Ademola Oguntayo

command prior to the advent of Anini 
and his gang’s escapades had already 
fractionalised the command and made a 
concerted effort at reducing the crime 
wave in the state an impossible task. 
Mutual trust between senior officers is 
absent while any attempt to contain the 
escalating crime wave gets off-course

• eVen before it is set in motion.
senior officer in the command says

TIhie tare to crime 
Experts look into motivations for crime
VW HEN Sigmund Freud (1856-1939) 
v ’ postulated that humans were born with 

both contructive and destructive tendencies, 
no one has since said it better. Sometime ago, 
a senior mathematics teacher in his mid 30s in 
a Lagos State Secondary School, a 
quintessential ‘ideal teacher’ said: ‘‘I could 
carry cocaine if I knew my way around, but 
the fear of being caught prevents the likes of 
me from committing the act." Many of his 
colleagues agreed.

Thus when criminologist, Ona Ekhomu, a 
security consultant to government and 
private agencies, asserted that the average 
Nigerian participates, albeit vicariously, in 
crime, he might not have been too far wrong. 
The act of acquiescing to a crime or 
remotely lauding or envying its perpetrators, 
could serve as a reinforcement to crime. The 
urban Nigerian has little repose and he 
witches and sometimes observes that crime 
pays. The vast difference in status between a 
successful criminal and an apprehended one 
provides the allure. Already, there arc 
millions of people in the streets looking for 
jobs, to no avail. Since the days of the 
Buhari regime, those in employment have not 
been better off. The typical workaday 
Nigerian wakes at 5 a.m., gets prepared and 
goes to work. He takes his first meal during 
the break hour at 12 or 1 p.m. His other meal 
is at 6 or 7 p.m., after struggling for a bus or 
taxi to get back home. After that he settles to 
watch television or play music if he could. 
The power supply could go off or his equip­
ment could breakdown to be repaired only at 
enormous costs.

But the criminal often enjoys : 
higher standard of living — posh 
flashy cars. He or she could set 
operation. He is invited to 
ceremonies and so he is recogi 
society. He might even control 
power and retire to die in peace. 3, 
person, after putting in so many y« 
probably be forcibly retired. No grat 
public servant) is forthcoming after 
wait. If it is forthcoming, it is devoured by
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stoner of Police in the State, Mr. Parry 
Osayande whose maternal blue blood 
might likely have adverse effects on his 
operations. .Another senior officer said 
the commissioner’s posting was a good 
omen because if the Binis were suppor­
ting Anini, they will now abandon him 
to make the new- commissioner a hero.

Mr. Aisabor the police PRO defended 
commissioner’s posting because “The 
postings are done in Lagos and there is 
nothing an individual could do about 
it.” He was convinced that the commis­
sioner’s integrity was transparent enough 
to see him through. The police 
spokesman said the myth around Anini 
had teen broken because .Anini never at­
tacked an armed policeman. He said the 
attack on Mr. Akagbosu could not be 
immediately linked "with .Anini’s gang 
because “the police is srill investigating 
the shooting.” He confirmed that Mr. 
Akogbosu was returning from a private 
visit to a friend when he was attacked 
dismissing the earlier speculations that 
he was returning from the Oba’s palace 
or on night patrol. Mr. Aisabor said he 
was not aware if the commissioner 
had received warning signals before 
le was attacked. A police source 
said that the commissioner had earlier 
been warned of an impending attack and 
that the policeman allegedly shot on the 
shoulders by Anini had told him of the 
gang’s warning that they were coming 
for him.

Three officers who were with the com­
missioner at the time of attack are cur­
rently under a 24-hour guard at the 
military base hospital in Benin City. 1 he 
injured officers provide drugs for their 
treatment even though the state govern­
ment had promised to pay for their 
treatment.

The officer sent to take over the state 
Criminal Investigation Department 
(CID) was yet to take over from his 
predecessor. Sources at the command’s 
headquarters in Benin indicated that the 
officer was most reluctant to take over 
and had protested to the appropriate 
quarters. It was however not clear if the 
officer’s reluctance was a by-product ot 
the Anini phenomenon.

It was discovered that some of the of­
ficers transferred out of the state in the 
wake of the man-hunt for .Anini are yet 
to leave Benin coupled with the fact that 
not all the mobile policemen were 
transferred. Aisabot confirmed that the 
Unit Commander of Mopol 5 in Benin 
including some officers were transferred 
bin insisted that all the officers who 
weir naiislcrred had left the state com­
mand.
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A selection from Afro-American photographer Floyd Webb’s lenses, capturing the pensive and restless mood of Africa’s'leading artist
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society at large have combined to earn him 
global recognition.

His literary works have been his strongest 
weapon in fighting social injustice in Nigeria 
and in the world. It is equally his works of 
literature that earned him, as a man^what 
Professor Eldred Durosimi Jones, a pro­
fessor of English Language and Literature at 
the University of Sierra Leone called 
creator and destroyer .”

Professor Jones’ views are sometimes 
shared by other critics of Soyinka’s works 
who sec him as a pessimist. To this group, 
Soyinka has consistently been focusing on the 
political and social misfortunes of Africa and 
Latin America-a misfortune he attributes 
bad leadership. For his naked cor 
of corrupt government, Soyinka 
logger heads with unjust rulers a 
ments in the world.

It is such 'rebellious’ stances that led to his 
incarceration by the Gowon regime for 22 
months during the civil war. Soyinka was de­
tained for daring to condemn the government 
for engaging in the war with the defunct 
Biafra Republic arguing largely on the futili­
ty of war in the solution of social and 
political conflicts.

In castigating that government on the civil 
war, Soyinka wrote a play Madmen and 
Specialists. It is a play that was set in the con­
text of war and its aftermath. He gave a 
graphic representation of his resentment for 
the war in the picture of cannibalism that ap­
pears on the front cover of the drama text.

By the time the Gowon administration let 
him off the hook, Wole also came out with, 
perhaps, his most popular and controversial
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he lost out to an obscure French writer. This 
year, he was not left in the lurch: he beat 
other front runners among them, compatriot. 
Professor Chinua Achebe and a South 
African female writer, Nadine Gordimer. In 
spite of his known criticism of the Nobel 
Prize and the showmanship that surrounds it, 
Soyinka was delighted by the Nobel Commit­
tee’s recognition of his efforts. He said he 
would accept the award and go to Sweden .n 
December to receive his prize of S290.000 
(about N 1,200,000). He told a barrage of 
reporters in Paris where he heads the Interna­
tional Theatre Institute. •’This prize is in 
recognition of our culture and our traditions 
in Africa and I am very glad about it. African 
culture has not always been recognised, 
understood by other cultures.”

Pestered by reporters about his feelings, 
Soyinka gleefully retorted: “I haven’t been 
able to.feel anything. I feel hit by this things 
and I don’t know what I am.”

A professor of drama and cor 
literature, Soyinka has left suffici 
prints on sand of the literary 
history of literature would t 
without his name.

His varied talents in the academic and 
literary communities as a scholar, in 
and electronic media as a playwr 
dramatist, social commentator and ir

HM a Nobel Laureate
Nigeria’s Wole Soyinka joins the tiny select group of 
geniuses honoured with Nobel Prizes.

Tt WAS cenainl) 
■^reastest moments, 

recent spate of globs 
literary genius. Within two months, he has 
been splashed with adulations. He was named 
in July, first winner of the S25.OOO Agip Prize 
for humanities. In August, he was elected 
member of the Academy of Arts and Letters 
of the German Democratic Republic. In 
September, he became the third African to be 
q honorary fellow of the American Institute 
of Arts and Letters. Just when Soyinka was 
still basking in this avalanche of honours, the 
Nobel Prize Committee last Thursday named 
him as the first black man to win the Nobel 
Prize for Literature. President Ibrahim 
Babangida capped it on Friday by bestowing 
on him the high national honours of the 
Commander of the Federal Republic (CFR).

Soyinka was the 82nd recipient since the 
Nobel Prize began in 1901. Announcing his 
selection, the Committee said Soyinka “in a 
wide cultural perspective and with poetic 
overtones, fashions the drama of ex­
istence.’’For Soyinka, it was a befitting 
crowning of a career that has spanned more 
than 28 years ... and the 52 year old Nigerian 
writer, polemicist, playwright, artiste, com­
poser, social agitator, politician — certainly 
deserves no less.

He was tipped for the award last year but 
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 1986
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Soyinka: International recognition
As a social critic, he refused to be silenced 

in the face of all sorts of intimidation. Even, 
the ubiquitous Decree No. 2 of the Buhari 
regime was not sufficient to cage his views on 
social anomalies. His main clash with that 
regime was on the execution of three drug 
traffickers which Soyinka described as “the 
most horrific experience’’ of his entire being 
as a Nigerian. The unyielding stance of that 
government on the issue made Soyinka say 
that advising the regime was like “speaking 
to the deaf” and as far as he was concerned, 
“I h?ve nothing more to say to them”, he 
declared.

While his literary works have earned him

The Nobel Prize
EFORE Alfred Nobel, Swedish chemist 

R and engineer died in 1896, he willed 
that a yearly award be given to scholars 
who distinguish themselves in.the fields of 
physics, chemistry, medicine, literature 
and peace. Nobel invented dynar 

In 1901, the award took
Wilhelm Rontgen, a German, winning 
award for the first time in phys.v 
discovering x-rays.
from the Netherlands also won in 
Chemistry for his Work on the laws of 
chemical dynamics and osmotic pressure.

The first winner of the prize for literature 
was Sully Prudhomme, a French poet.

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, a novelist, 
ournalist and social critic from Colombia 

1 iitinl982.

Inca inception, the award for literature 
been skipped thrice in 1914/35 and 

•45 respectively.

Mcy more.
2: is r_cr. characteristic harsh tone of con- 

deMXkxi cf san’s injustice to man that 
t pervades his dramatic texts and novels 

as A Dzr.ce of the Forests, Swamp 
D+esr:, Kongi’s Harvest, Interpreters and 
others.

Before his incarceration by the Go* on 
Soyxka had shot into the national 

cmeiight when m 1965, he broke into the 
stadia cf the Western Nigeria Broadcasting 
3er~-~.ee (WNBS) to broadcast a parody of the 
eiecxxm results. He was arrested and tned but 
he managed to escape the wages of the sin the 
authorities said he committed.

Soyinka does not hide his religious leaning 
as demonstrated in his works, especially the 
poems Ogun and Abiku. In these poems, he 
brought into the open, his belief in the ex­
istence and efficacy of supernatural powers 
and spirits. Same goes for his interpretation 
of Fagunwa’s Ogboju Ode Ninu Igbo Irun- 
mole into English language which he called 
Forest of a Thousand Daemons. Two of his 
plays. Trials of Brother Jero and Jero’s 
Metamorphosis are eloquent testimonies of 
Soyinka’s abhorrence of religious bigotry 
common among adherents of the orthodox 
religions.

The poems of Soyinka are also indicative 
of his religious inclination. Ogun is a poem 
that particularly captures his Yoruba cultural 
background and the concept of traditional 
religion in Africa, especially as practised by 
the Yoruba . Idanre and Fulani Creation 
Stones are some of his poems that illustrate 
Soyinka’s close link with nature.

Once described by Bill McAlistar, the 
Director of the London Institute of Contem­
porary Arts, as "the epitome of the collective 
aspirations of the black people in post­
colonial Africa, Soyinka has not spared any 
breathto live up to this description through 
his literary works. His poem Telephone Con­
versation is another work in which e 
castigates the Western world for its rac,st 
policies.

As a composer, his only record so far. 
‘Ethical Revolution' lampoons the corrup 
Second Republic government in Nigeria. c 
title of the record which is a masterful use oi 
irony, since the government refused 
revolutionise its ethics despite the launching 
of an ethical revolution by the same govern­
ment.

In the same vein, his film 'Blues for the 
Prodigal’ was described by Soyinka 
as "a deliberate and contemptuous P3?0”* 
of the “madness” that characterised the se­
cond Republic. Such madness as corruption, 
favouritism, party loyalty and general socia 
unrest which culminated in various incidents 
of arson and contributed to the return « 
military rule in 1983, Despite the high Dim » 
for the film in Nigeria, most Nigerians coma 
not watch it as Soyinka withdrew it after tn 
Buhari regime censored a “distasteful* Par 
of the epilogue.

immeasurable global prestige, they remained 
mostly fascinating yet an incomprehensible 
lot, observed some critics.

No wonder Lionel Ngakane, a South 
African film maker described Soyinka as a 
rare African, an intellectual and literary giant 
whose works encapsulate the problems and 
present conditions of African peoples and 
concluded that Soyinka is “a complex man.” 
His critics say he talks down to his readers 
and audience, that his writing style is tinged 
with a dose of obscurantism. But Soyinka has 
often defended himself: “I cannot claim a 
transparency of communication even from 
the sculpture, music and poetry of my people, 
the Yoruba, but the aesthetic matrix is the 
fount of my own creative inspiration. ”

Soyinka was bom in 1934 to an Ijebu 
father and an Egba mother, both of whom 
have died. He calls himself an ijegba, a 
coinage from his Ijebu and Egba origins. But 
he is very cosmopolitan.

After his childhood in Abeokuta, an ex­
perience he has catalogued in one of his latest 
books, Ake, he attended Government Col­
lege, Ibadan from where he wen» to the then 
University College in the same city. His stay 
at the University saw a rebellious Soyinka 
always at war with the colonialists. At the 
end, he got a poor third class degree. But 
Soyinka was undaunted. He left for Leeds 
University in the United Kingdom and in bet­
ween, worked as a reader at the Royal Court 
Theatre. He taught in various Nigerian 
universities-Ife, Lagos and Ibadan. After he 
was freed by Gowon in 1969, Soyinka went 
into exile, returning to Nigeria in 1975.

He has had various drama troupes of his 
own. In 1966, he won, along with the 
American Le Roi Jones, a prize in drama at 
the First World Festival of Negro Art His 
award winning play was Kongi’s Harvest

An earlier play, Dance of the Forests was 
commissioned and performed for Nigeria’s 
independence celebration in I960.

Soyinka’s colleagues and Nigerians have 
N„PMSn ■ hap’’in'ss for inning ihe 
Nobel Prize. Professor John Pepper Clark 
ar://“."I. happy for my Mend. I am 
delighted External Affairs Minister, Pro- 
fessor Bolaji Akinyemt said- "It's 
marvellous news, not only for Soyinka The 

of African

laaPweeT K* S°yi'"‘a'S rKMi°" ■«>> 
last week. But he was not allowing th- 
euphoria of the Nobe! Prize ,0 div„f 
from his current works: “I've got a prod ? 
lion coming up which 1 don’t intend in 
cancel. So as they say in America ’lf° 
business as usual.’ Professor Soyinka’s' / 
■■Death and the King's Horseman would £ 
showing m the United Stales in January 

Professor Soyinka returned to Nigeria i

cd by friends and well wisher, who hector^’ 
incessantly: ’congrats, congrats'" ” 

Soyinka was all smiles as he told r-ni 
I feel very proud, very proud o 

Nigenan, the nanon and my colleagues " '

“~FUnnSOOgUnll|(le 
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ieed, if the Chief had his 
ip the present 19 state__ »

and revert to the old provincial system “as an attain; 
a major basis of government ." He pointed "Merely 
out that besides being financially strapped, «•••• 
a look at the new states created to 

‘open “appease" the minority has shown that it is

Chief Abiola speaks out
The clarion call for contributions to the debate to work out a stable 
political arrangement has just ended with an avalanche of memoranda 
from individuals and interest groups throughout the country. 
Recently, the chairman and publisher of the Concord group of 
newspapers and magazines, Chief M K O Abiola, expressed his views 
at a gathering of Egba Obas and Chiefs. A report by Tunde Agbabiaka.
Tn making his contribution. Chief Abio- 
Ala. a power-broker who cannot be ig­
nored. began by saying rather modestly 
that he was speaking as a Nigerian who has 
never held public office in the country and 
who has "no future political ambition."

By the time he had gone through his 23- 
page address. Chief Abiola had startled his 
audience by endorsing a one party system, 
discussing the federal character, proposing 
the scrapping of the 19 state structure and 
the secret ballot voting system.

An avowed democrat. Chief Abiola 
suggested that the country try the one- 
party system come 1990. He gave his

I reasons:
"Firstly, the recent probes and panels 

have revealed that all our politicians are 
the same as the rest of us — they are both 
saints and sinners, none of whom possesses 
outstanding superiority over the others.”

Where they differ, he pointed out. was 
the degree of opportunity available for the 
perpetration of abuse.

Secondly, there is an absence of genuine 
differences in political ideals on which a 
sound multi-party culture can be built.

Thirdly. Nigeria has always operated a 
de facia 'one party stystem since no oiling 
party has never given significant freedom 
to political opponents. _____________

Concession_________
1 He conceded, however, that the one 

party system had its dangers, the most
I significant one being the fear of dictator-

i Taking this into account, the publisher
I suggested that a maximum of five years 

needs to be imposed for certain major 
public offices to prevent "domination and

I the building of a cult of personality
He declared half jokingly, that in our

I own context, a powerful political office 
| may be likened to a toilet: to stay t 

in it is to invite all manner of flies, s^.---
I which can be dangerous . .. Nigeni

ballot system.” In this system all ,h 
STpJrXe^Lhn"1"8^'^-- 
s-e.imPe.hr:XPX"g„XeAl';hh:

C°Un,ed °n ,h' "Po>a''°" rep°ensenut. h„OcZfAbFola°mcoen?US ““ 
■fiat provincial repre^^
»e used to have in the leeislat.v. ° d’ “ 
should be remtroduced ?n n th7OUnC'L 
confusion is resolved.” h “nsus

Local government

of?^^mfiytaTnSa’d'ha-'"™w 
government election refoP C' ,he local 

stay too long adopted by the govern™, T1’ recently 
I in it is to invne an u ----- Hies, some of critically reassessed "A • °U,d bc

! which can be dangerous . . . Nigeria has so giving local government?th •’J8 short of 
many potential leaders from all corners of place in the new s h l"e,r due pride of 

i our large nation that it cannot allow arrangements will mer I C °f po,,’t,’caI 
anyone or any group to monopolise farce of the past and fnrth Perpctuatc the 

I leadership for longer than five years.” representation." ner entrencfi false 

/ On the intractable problem of electoral Indeed, if the Ch f h dI rigging Chief Abiola had a novel solution, would scrap the present 19 h’S Way- he 
I which he said was being successfully oper- —*------ - —«- T. . sta.te structure

! ated in Kenya “and had achieved a rela­
tively peaceful political process of stability 
and had reduced substantially the extent of 
political corruption. ” He calls it the “open
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difficult to find a single instance where the 
creation of the states has significantly 
improved the lot of the ordinary citizen. 
“What has happend,” he said, “has been a 
sharp improvement in the fortunes of the | 
local elite ... The states as presently ( 
constituted and managed are not viable, do 
not serve the interests of the people, but 
merely multiply the number of unproduc­
tive administrative positions.”

Addressing himself to the issue of feder­
al character which has in recent times 
polarised the country. Chief Abiola whole­
heartedly endorsed the concept saying that 
“federal character properly is not inconsis; 
tent with merit.”

He cited the examples of the recruitment 
exercises into the Nigerian Defence 
Academy (NDA) and the Nigeria Police 
Cadet courses, where in both cases adver­
tisements are made in each state; those 
interested are shortlisted, and the best 
candidates are appointed. If this method is 
used for recruitment into either the public 
service and parastatals, Chief Abiola went 
on, the “mediocrity and favouritism” that 
characterised the application of federal 
character would not arise. He declared: 
“Every part of this country has very able 
people but they are not chosen because 
probably they are not so well connected.”

The economy
Moving to the economic domain, he 

welcomed the timely decision to privatise 
some money-guzzling parastatals. He 
warned, however, that much as it is a 
laudable policy, it should not be pursued at 
the expense of the workers and their 
families. He called on the government to 
introduce a charter to protect the ordinary 
workers against the sudden loss of their job 
due to privatisation.

As a check on the emergence of a new 
class of corporate buy-all-predators. Chief 
Abiola suggested that workers, through 
the trade unions and other professional 
bodies, should be encouraged to own 
substantial shares in the corporations and 
parastatals for which they work. In addi­
tion, no individual, or family should be 
allowed to own more than one per cent of 
the shares of any privatised corporation.

Finally, Chief Abiola took a quick look 
at Nigeria’s foreign policy objectives, past 
present and future. He proposed that the 
Nigerian constitution’s foreign policy ob­
jective be expanded to “state categorically 
our objective to work for the establishment 
of a Union Government of African 
States.” He wondered how Europe, after 
centuries of war, could work towards 
continental unity despite language 
barriers, while Africans think it cannot be 
an attainable goal for them. He declared-

/ making Africa the centrepiece of 
our foreign policy, without specific objec 
tives and goals in mind, looks like idealism 
for its own sake." m
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Excerpts from Chief Abiola’s contribution to the just-concluded political debate

On one-party system in Nigeria

but the
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corruptly-elected government will 
never govern with probity.
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I would also like to point out that the
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HP he details of such a system will need to 
11 be worked out but it will end, once and 

for all, tire sham of multi-party ‘democra­
cy’. The central lesson we have all learnt 
from the exposures of all the probes and 
panels is that all our politicians are the 
same as the rest of us — a group of saints 
and sinners none whom, as a group, 
possesses an all-together outstanding 
superiority over the others. What differs is 
the degree of opportunity available for the 
perpetration of abuse.

We might as well pull all our strengths 
and weaknesses together in a single political 
organisation and fight out our individual/ 
collective innocence and guilt within the 
single political network to which we will 
also belong as our right. All these leaders 
who must pull us apart to rule us for 2 or 4 
years before a coup of one type or the other 
will, by force, learn to work together and 
spend their time usefully in uniting us and 
not dividing us.

ssors. Army, Police, Bishops,

prepare a proper foundation for their own former sysl 
exercise. That should, in my opinion, he resentation 
part I of their report. Otherwise, the ideal one in our circums.. 
structure they want to construct may be that, realistically, our 
fundamentally defective and could well go possess a credible pop 
the same way as its predecessors, which I any apportionment fm 
pray not. If genuine votes emerge at 
provincial level, the provincial votes will'  
added together for national offices. This 
means that emphasis will he shifted from 
thecenlre. as it is now, Io the grassroots.

govern- 
Jle. The

quai 
should be 
arrangc- 
short of 

! pride of rJ   
scheme of political sometime to uproot it totally.

On Federal Character
I see nothing wrong with the principle 

practice has not worked to bring 
Federal service the best people that 

;ry state could provide. Our lopsided 
plication of the principle of “Federal 
laractcr” (not the principle itself), has 

created a serious hindrance to our national 
progress. A nation docs not become great 
by deliberately putting round pegs in 
square holes. That is not the Federal 
character, hut Federal suicide! We must 
realise that we cannot run after we have 
shot ourselves in the foot! The Nigerian 
Army example has heen given as a model 

requirement for 
civil service and

the centre, as it is now, to the grass 
The first advantage of provincial <

ment is its proximity to the peopl 
distance, both psychological and physical old, 
between the rulers and the ruled is w hat our “ 
people have come to accept as ideal, over 
the years. From my personal experience of 
our social systems and its operatioi 
come to realise that at local l< 
differences that exist are differences that 
arc organised.

Rcs|
■ivb u.,.uing us. a pros

The Professors, Army, Police, Bishops, willals 
Imams. Obis. Emirs, Obas, farmers, local governments 
clerks, big and small businessmen, traders, and handle basic 
manufacturers, market, office and other the first pi ‘ 
groups of women, intellectuals, communists ment for 
and capitalists, illiterates, invalids and 
able-bodied Nigerians and all the rest of us 
will belong to one party. We arc all 
Nigerians, aren’t we? And is politics not 
about the management of our Nation? We 
have enough real natural and cultural 
divisions amongst us. We do not need to 
invent additional artificial ones.

The political division between the rich 
land-owners and poor workers, which gave 
birth to the two party systems in the UK 
and to a lesser extent in the US. docs not 
exist here. Each party is no more than the 
old political tool of the first group of 
politicians, who refuse to bury the hatchet. 
Let the process weld these die-hard foes 
together for the benefit of all.

On future local government
The kind of one party option I am 

advocating is highly predicated by placing 
local governments at the centre of attention.

That is     
introduce a local government reform other everybody knows the number of votes The single party will determine, by 
than as part of an overall political arrange- belonging to any candidate since counting consensus, w hat roles are befitting to the 
ment. I he foundation of society is the will be done on the spot and in the open, traditional rulers. It is my personal hope 
family, in the same manner that the This strategy is now practised in Kenya and that we will go back to the old system that 
foundation of political arrangement, which has achieved a relatively peaceful political provides for a House of Chiefs at the 
I have earlier defined as the science of the process and political stability and reduced provincial level to review bills before they 
management of society, should be the local substantially the extent of political corrup- become law. The Upper House at the 
government set-up. We should no longer (ion. A corruptly-elected government will national level will also he partly composed 
put the cart before the horse! never govern with probity. of chairmen of the Provincial Houses of

I emphasise, again, that the Political , Chiefs. The old and new must work
Bureau should, please, review the Dasuki UH CCI1SUS 110(1 representation together to ensure stability and ordered 
Report and the White Paper thereon to I would also like to point out that the progress in our society.

that,
possess a credible [ 
any apportionment 
resentation

ill be figure is downright 
’ru:° unfair and divisive.

We do not need to start blaming 
because the problem started long i: 
Nigerians were able to know what 
happening. Provincial representation of
“ as we used to have in the Legislative 

Council, will serve the purpose until the 
ideal, over census confusion is resolved.
ncrience of I do not see how any new census will be 
ions, I have different from the past muddle. If anything, 

levels, difficult I now believe it will be worse. The use of the
NYSC to conduct the census will hardly 
help either, since most of the havoc in 

sponsivcncss is the second attribute of census matters is done at the collation stage, 
wincial system of government which which cannot be controlled by the NYSC. 
Iso ensure ease of accountability. Since I recognise that our failure to conduct a

‘ operate at close quarters fair census casts a serious doubt on the very 
ic problems, they should be basis of our political togetherness. I, howev-

.   the first priority in a new political arrange- er, believe that the seed of unreliability in
os of women, intellectuals, communists ment for the country. Anything short of census matters, sown by the British, is now­
capitalists, illiterates, invalids and giving local governments their due pride of so deeply rooted that it will take quite 
bodied Nigerians and all the rest of us place in the new ••• -• 

party. We are all arrangements will merely perpetuate the 
.•? And is politics not farce of the past and further entrench false 

representation. I emphasise this because 
advanced nations are those where local 
areas are encouraged to develop separately into the 
in their own way. ever

On open ballot system of election S 
A new voting system is also needed. Such 

a new strategy as is being advocated 
necessarily entails the open ballot system of 
conducting elections. In this system, vari­
ous aspirants will have their enlarged 
pictures raised up at every polling centre, at 
the same time throughout the nation. All 
the supporters of each candidate will line up 
behind his picture at each polling statinn 
and the number counted on the spot and 
totalled for each province.

The same process will occur for all



Dear Wise Customers,

Thank you.

Yours Sincerely,
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Just how would we have marked 25 years of Wise Banking without all the 
support and patronage of all of you wise men and women.

: F.I.B. 
cccutiiv

Alhaji LU. Murallab CO.N.: 
Managing Director & Chief Exec

1
/

As we begin to celebrate the Silver Jubilee Anniversary of your bank, we pay­
special tribute to all of you wise men and women on this auspicious occasion.

Here's raising a toast to your continued well-being and prosperity and a 
pledge to remain where you’ve always wanted us, a leader in innovative 
banking and customer satisfaction.
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Reshaping the police
Police begins a structural adjustment programme

The new order also saw the proi 
Mrs. C.B. Ugowe as the first police ’ 
the rank of assistant inspector general. She 
has been named the Force Secretary.

The new arrangement looked like a neat 
way out of the handicaps imposed by the 
cumbersome set-up of the police 
headquarters which hitherto appeared to 
have been over-centralized. For example the 
former ‘A’ Department alone saw to

ineffectiveness of the Nigeria Police Fordte by 
the New Chief of General Staff, Rear 
Admiral Augustus Aikhomu while 
annpuncing the reorganization last week. He 
said that the arrangement had not allowed the 
force to be responsive to the problems of a 
rapidly changing society like Nigeria.

It was the contention of the Chief of 
General Staff that the country required a 
dynamic and responsive police organisational 
structure and that the new structure was an 
attempt to respond to the problems of 
growing rate of crimes. He said that the 
arrangement would increase the capability of 
the police to deal with the problems as well as 
ensure better and efficient delivery of 
services.

Rear Admiral Aikhomu also argued that 
the growth in the strength of the police and 
the creation of states had further necessitated 
the reorganisation. He said that apart from 
its size, the country was diverse in its culture 
and social settings.

A police source who shed light on the Chief 
of General Staff’s announcement explained 
that the creation of the new area commands 
would facilitate decision-making as the 
asistant inspector-generals could now take 
"on-the-spot" decisions without having to 
seek clearance from Lagos. He said that the 
area command had been carefully drawn with 
due consideration to the cultural background 
of the component states.

The police had been accused of constantly- 
losing touch with the realities of their 
environment. The structure now being 
phased out saddled the inspector-general with 
the impossible task of co-ordinating police 
operations throughout the federation and to 
issue directives from the Police 
Headquarters.

The inadequacies of this arrangement were 
adequately exposed by recent developments, 
the latest of which was the robbery escapades 
in Bendel State, and the intractability of a 
notorious man, Lawrence Anini. He was 
declared wanted last month by the police but 
could still not be arrested even though he was 
reported to be inside Benin City. After his 
disillusionment with the Bendel Police 
Command, the outgoing inspector-general, 
Mr. Inyang, despatched his plain-cloth men 
under cover to Benin to track down Anini. 
He even gave the instructions not to make 
themselves known to any policemen in Benin 
— a situation which expressed the deep 
distrust within the police force itself.

Most of the recently arrested armed 
robbery suspects are reportedly being 
detained in places deliberately concealed 
from many policemen. Sources say that the 
new Inspector General took the recent armed 
robbery burst as a personal exercise and 
refused to delegate certain aspects of it to 
some police officers.

It is only the headquarters that has been 
restructured. The State Commands were left 
as they were. It is, however, not known how 
much the present structure is going to redress 
the previous defects. The authorities seem 
optimistic.

Gambo: A challenging task

administration, personnel management, 
training welfare, police staff college, band, 
railwdy police, police colleges, public 
relations, special constabularies, medical 
services and Port Authority Police. The ‘B’ 
department handled operation, Police Mobile 
Force, Armament, Marine, Transport, 
Signals, Animals, Airwing, Highway Patrol 
and Central Motor Registry, Other 
departments were equally heavily loaded.

This set up was seriously indicted over the

'T’HE top echelon of the Nigeria Police
Force was considerably expanded to 

accommodate more top-ranking officers 
following last week’s announcement of a new 
command structure for, the force. The new 
structure which left the force highly 
decentralized allowed for the appointments 
of at least five deputy inspcctor‘gencrals 
instead of one and more than seven zonal 
assistant inspector generals. The 
reorganisation came barely two weeks after 
the President, Major General Ibrahim 
Babangida, dropped the hint in his October 1 
broadcast.

Mr. Mohammed Gambo — the deputy 
inspector general up till last week — was 
quickly named by President Babangida as the 
new inspector-general to succeed Mr. Etim 
Inyang who retires next week. The new 
openings at the top secure double elevation 
for Mr. Fidelis Oyakhilomc, former governor 
of River State, who moved to the post of 
deputy inspector-general. He was asked to 
head the directorate of Police Training 
Command one of the newly fashioned five 
directorates. The other directorates include 
operations, headed by Mr. Victor D. Pam; 
Finance and Administration, headed by Mr. 
John Odu; Criminal Investigation, headed by 
Mr. C. Omebcn and Logistic and Supply 
headed by Mr. M.B. Wali all of who were 
also elevated to the rank of deputy inspector 
generals. Mr. D.A. Aboyadc-Colc an 
assistant inspector general whose other 
colleagues had nqw been moved up t 
appeared to have been side-tracked.

The newly created five directorates 
replaced the seven departmental set-up ("A” 
to “F”) along which the police headquarters 
was previously run.

Tne assistant inspector-generals 
erstwhile headed the departments have been 
moved out of Kam Salem Building — the 
Police Headquarters. They would henceforth 
be the anchor men at the newly created ? 
Commands. Newly promoted assistant 
inspector generals were equally named for the 
Area Command.

Mr. M. Nassarawa took charge of Zone 
One made up of Kano, Kaduna and Sokoto 
states. Mr. A.I. Attah Alli headed Zone Two 
comprising Lagos, Ogun and Oyo States. 
Zone Three — Borno, Bauchi and Gongola 
States — was put under Mr. A. Baba Fika; 
and Zone Four which comprised Benue, 
Anambra and Plateau states was headed by 
Mr. Marcus Fasanya.

Others were Mr. A. Malumfashi for Zone 
Five, made up of Ondo and Bendel States. 
Zone Six made up of Rivers, Imo and Cross 
River States was headed by Mr. Usman 
Adcyemi while Mr. A.G. Abubakar was put 
in charge of Zone Seven comprising Kwara, 
Niger States and the Federal Capital 
Territory, Abuja.
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 1986
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'vernment and business, (b) 
)f governments and private 
icics and (c) the building of 
ialogue between all three 

.ernment, business and the 
private development agencies.

Consisting of plenary sessions and small 
group workshops, the four-day- “think tank" 
is expected to produce specific suggestions on 
tackling issues such as how to encourage 
indigenous small scale enterprise, how to 
promote social responsibility and increased 
collaboration between the social development 
and business sectors.

Other problem areas include how to 
achieve clarity and continuity in legal systems 
and administrative procedures applicable to 
both social and economic development 
activities and how to engender more efficient

f7

The October 21 to 24 conference in 
Kenya attempts to take the efforts of these 
bodies one step further on the dialogue plane. 
Holding at the prestigious Kenyatta 
International Conference Centre in Nairobi, It 
is “intended to facilitate a dialogue between 
the three parties — Government, business 
and private development agencies — which 
hopefully will result in concrete suggestions 
for effective private sector initiatives in both 
social economic development".

Tilled “The Enabling Environment for 
Effective Private Sector Contribution to

A dedejI, EC A Babacar, ADB

Development in Sub-Saharan Africa”, it is 
the first conference of its kind here. It draws 
together 150 participants representing 
governments, the business sector, and the

private development agencies from Africa, 
Europe and North America. Sponsors are the 
Aga Khan Foundation (Switzerland), the 
government of Kenya, the World Bank, th* 
African Development Bank, Inter Action, the 
Kenyan Association of Manufacturers and 
Voluntary Agency Development Assistance.

Big names attending the conference include 
Kenya's President Daniel Arap Moi, His 
Highness the Aga Khan, ADB President Mr. 
Babacar N’ Diaye, ECOWAS Secretary- 
General Momodu Munu, ECA Executive 
Secretary, Prof Adebayo Adedeji, 
Commonwealth Deputy Secretary-General 
Chief Emeka Anyaoku, Mr. David 
Rockefeller Jr. of the Rockefeller Brothers 
Fund and many* others.

A series of commissioned papers are to 
provide framework for constructive thinking 
and debate at the conference. These papers 
fall into three broad topic areas: (a) the 
relationship of govt 
the relationship of 
development agent 
a meaningful dis 
sectors — govt 
nrivate developrr

Consisting < 
arm.n •*'»rksh<

Aga Khan

and effective utilization of the private 
sector's resources to areas such as health and 
education.

The return of private enterprises
As privatisation wind blows through Africa, Kenya hosts 
an international conference to strengthen the trend.
AFRICA will need to create 436 million Jobs

by the year 2025. The new jobs would 
meet growing population and economic 
requirements, according to the International 
Labour Organisation. Can the public sector 
alone satisfy this great need? The verdict 
seems to be negative, to go’ by (he wind 
currently blowing private businesses into 
greater role across the continent. The wind 
signifies a departure from the widespread 
post-independence government’s dominance 
of economic activity.

Many economists and development experts 
now seem tc believe .therefore, that the way 
out is greater encouragement of private 
enterprise. New industries and other projects 
guided by the profit motive flavoured with 
social responsibility, would eliminate 
government bureaucracy and inefficiency to 
achieve better results in utilizing the 
continent's vast resources and manpower.

Some countries are already swaying with 
the wind of privatisation. In Tanzania, the 
government is selling thousands of acres of 
state-owned land to increase agriculture 
production. In Ghana, government has been 
persuaded by the World Bank to reduce 
substantially the role Of state enterprises In the 
distribution sector, with similar prospects 
expected for other sectors. On its part, the 
Nigerian government has signified its 
intention to privatise many of its parastatals.

Several international bodies have given 
their blessings to this phenomenon described 
as “an emerging new economic approach to 

>very. The Africaif Development Bank 
the Economic Commission for Africa in 

their 1984 Economic Report on Africa 
recognised the potential role of the private 
sector in economic development. So did the 
May, 1986 United Nations Special Session on 
Africa’s Economic and Social Crisis on the 
basis of the joint submission on the issue by 
the OAU and the ECA.
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television viewers beyond America, cited the 
• the Washington Post’s Bob Woodward (of 
te) that disinformation regarding Libya had indeed

of power in our time. That information is 
more apparent as man pi 
The capacity to collate anc 
to various uses in science, technologj 
politics, etc, is the game of moJ 
therefore, the rivalry between t' . 
serious turn in the battles between ii 
activities of spies and so i 
about the manufacture of a

a great deal of difference in the balance of power 
government was between contending groups.

~ ‘ ' Equally, the power to disinform the public could affect the
political equation, more so when employed as a fore-runner for 
interference in another country’s domestic affairs. Among 
themselves, the rival powers of the East and the West are 
perenially engaged in propaganda and counter-propaganda. But 
in the relations between the powerful and less powerful nations it 
is the latter that bear the brunt of disinformation. The intelligence 
agencies of the Americans, the Soviets, the British, the French 
and many others are daily engaged in acts of disinformation in 
developing countries.

In Africa, the most familiar case is the orchestrated campaign of 
lies by South Africa against its neighbours which invariably gives it 
the excuse to destabilise any state. A typical case in point was 
when the Pretoria regime, engulfed by the rebellious activities of 
the oppressed majority, suddenly “discovered” caches of arms 
and ammunition “brought in” by the ANC from neighbouring 
states. A campaign of disinformation based on this hoax was 
trumpeted to the world and soon after, last May, the racists 
invaded Zimbabwe, Botswana and Zambia. Presently, South 
Africa is again massing troops in the region, especially along the 
Mozambican border.

In the case of the United States, the pursuit of that country’s 
national interests, salient and imagined, has always been accom­
panied by a combination of disinformation and overt and 
clandestine activities by the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). 
This began in the post-war period, when the United States along 
with the rival Soviet Union, donned the garb of a superpower 
Since the fifties, American foreign policy, thanks to the CIA, has 
been marked by such activities in its relations with South-East 
Asia (mainly Vietnam), the Chinese, the Soviets the Latin 
Americans and the Africans. Even American citizens themselves 
have been periodically traumatised by the lies and deceit that have 
accompanied US policy, especially in Vietnam

When President Reagan began his bullying of Gaddafi, which 
climaxed with the ApnlI raids, we cautioned that America had not 
nrnrtnrpn curnntAnt _ __ *1___ » .«

was responsible 
ies 88 and 89),

j i — — —o'-*»auuiis on Gaddafi’s 
. .,v latest developments have now vindicated the 

mercunal colonel in Tripoli, even though we continue to be 
concerned over his penchant to be offensively too loud and 
interventionist in the domestic affairs of other African states

The mam loser, however, in the long-running US-Libya row 
remains President Reagan, who continues to give his co. m, bad name as a bully. country a

As if to corroborate America’s guilt as a bullv .u
CIA’s involvement in destabilisation in Latin America camo^' 
light last week. A CIA undercover agent, Eugene Hasenfn ‘ captured by the Nicaraguans after the plan? in which h.- 
travelling was shot down. The plane, whose pilot and two crew 
members died, was carrying supplies to the CW. u . 
Nicaragua from El Salvador. ra rebcls of

Administration officials claim that to destabilise remm

is particularly perturbing that a substantial part of wh .*“• “ 
reported and analysed in the more powerful iuformitinn * gelS 
of the powerful nations is nothing but hoaTS*"® 
urgency of the need for a new order of inte “alfona info ™Y,l,e 
and it is the responsibility of the Third World press tn^T ?°n’ 
mercilessly the “information" put out by the big powersCrul,n,sc
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Disinformation
A precursor of big-power destabilisation
The implications of the US Administration’s disinformation campaign against Libya are examined by Fidel 
Odum.
T ast week. a top official of the US State Department. Bernard : could make 
JLrfKaib. resigned o\er the controversy that his = 
engaged in the dissemination of false information about Colonel | 
Gaddafi's much-proclaimed involvement in worldwide terrorism, 
a pastime of Reagan's foreign policy. Mr Kalb, formerly a State 
Department telesision correspondent, was brought into the 
Administration in the capacity of Assistant Secretary of State by 
Secretary of State George Shultz two years ago.

Announcing his resignation from the podium where he had in 
the past explained the. Administration's position on a range of 
issues, the joumalist-tumed-govemment spokesman regretted 
that he had been forced to choose between patriotism and narrow 
loyalty. Recalling that he had been promised “no lies, no 
misleading" when he was hired, Mr Kalb, a familiar face in these 
past two years to 
revelation by 
Watergate fame 
occurred.

\\ oodward’s exclusive followed an earlier report by the 
influential Wall Street Journal of 25 August that America was once 
more heading for collision with Libya, which was said, as usual, to 
be hatching new transnational terrorist campaigns to hit American 
and West European targets. The report further revealed that the 
US Government was bracing itself for such a campaign, and that

, intelligence monitoring showed that the Gaddafi regime was 
facing strong internal opposition and was likely to fall.

The Washington Post's own report of two weeks ago, as that of 
the Wall Street Journal, was based on leaks from Administration 
sources, but went far beyond. The Post’s report derived from a

; leak of a memorandum by the National Security Adviser, Rear 
Admiral John Poindexter, to the President, spelling out the so-

i called Libyan plot and suggesting how to counter the scheme. The 
1 stunning thing about Poindexter’s paper is that it was all a hoax, 

manufactured by inter-departmental groups that constitute the 
web of the ever-growing National Security Council. Bob Wood­
ward was able to prove that the whole Libyan story' was fiction. So

, Bernard Kalb resigned, causing the Reagan Administration ___ ‘ \-------- ~"vuwaim! considerable embarrassment as the President departed for Iceland Prod^d s“fe'’de,nce ° Provc thal Libya w
for his meeting with the Soviet leader. Mikhail Gorbachev. ° J « ? tCrror,sm (SCe issue6 ...... . , while taking care to point out our reservations

For us in the Third World, especially in Africa, this is a crucial excesses. The latest developments have nnw
j development, but not because there is anything new in the 
; disclosure of this dirty tactic by a superpower. The general tenor 

of criticism in the African press against US foreign policy, 
particularly on Southern Africa, is understandably strident. But 
this has never been aimed at vitiating the fact that there are decent 
and honourable human beings like Bernard Kalb and Bob

, Woodward in the United States. In fact, there are millions of 
1 them, in Europe too. However, analysts are painfully aware of the

fact that politics among nations are fraught with intrigues, lies and 
' all sorts of abominations. To that extent, it must have been naive 
j of Mr Kalb to have entered government in the first place, for 
I disinformation is a principal too) of big-power politics.
| The lesson therefore lies elsewhere. It is a lesson in the makings

power has never been 
jrepares to march into the 21st century, 
id analyse information, store it, harness it

*ogy, medicine, economics and i 
lodem politics. No wonder, i

i the superpowers assumes a very < 
.etween intelligence groups, the i

on. For example, stolen information ; 
brand of aircraft, missile or bomb i
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t >f Uganda, and it had been in the 
s interest that the offenders ----

:’s confidence in b) low 
When the NRM coffee 

’ it did not do so c) a 
...wls”, as he put country’s needs excc

out of the reach of importer*. This would 
have put imported input, such as agricul­
tural and industrial implements further out 
of the reach of the people.

Owing to the scarcity of foreign ex- 
change, the meagre resources could not 
have been managed by the demand and 
supply of foreign currency.

The Government had made it easier for 
the importers of priority items to import 
vital inputs into the economy. Fanners 
would be rewarded for keeping down the 
production costs: “Increased production 
will in the end solve our problems," he 
said.

The balance of payments deficit will be 
solved by increasing the export of non- 
traditional crops: hence the big campaign 
to increase the production of maize, beans, 
groundnuts, simsim. sunflower, castor-oil 
seeds, in addition to traditional crops such 
as coffee, cotton, tea and tobacco. "In this 
way we hope to double or treble our 
foreign exchange earnings and even cut the 
discrepancy between what we pay for 
imports and what we eam from exports," 
he said.

Although the campaign for exportable 
crops is going well, there are weaknesses in 
the ability of the Produce Marketing Board 
to buy the produce of the fanner. They 
lack vehicles and at times finance.

/ernment revenue due to
•ase, ' ________
imple industrial products, 
produced;

lucer prices for crops like 
jc, maize and beans;
foreign exchange
_/s needs exceedLo

He said that the devt_____  ...... -••••
currency would have put the dollar further struction capacities.

against his government.
Most of these elements had been on the 

enemy side by the time the NRM took 
power. If some of them decided to con­
tinue with their old treachery towards the

* v.i people, it could not in any way weaken his capacity 
c eve or Uganda’s 24th Independence government. “We merely accommodated jn savjn} 
iniversary celebrations, President Muse- them because we wanted peace," he said, 
ni wac /i.imlr .l_-_ ---------- He Govcrnment was jn the

process of developing the armed forces to 
ensure that Uganda would no longer be a 
victim of terrorism or banditry.

“We shall not tolerate a situation where 
lers were Ugandans are arrested arbitrarily, where 
apply in their property rights or the sanctity of their

:ads our lives are violated or humiliated in any 
way,” he said.

Turning to questions about the Ugandan 
economy, he said that the idea of further

President Museveni: reassures the nation

Uganda

Museveni talks to the nation
Following the recent detention of Ugandan cabinet ministers, 
President Museveni has spoken reassuringly to the nation. Henry 
Gombya reports from Kampala.
'president Museveni’s broad-based NRM 
A Government looked to some as if it
might be tottering when three cabinet enemy side by the time the NRM took pje observed that Uganda has made 
ministers were detained recently, accused power. If some of them decided to con- somc headway in improving its foreign 
of attempting to overthrow the Govern- tinue with their old treachery towards the exchange position by increasing its earning 
ment. But in his address to the nation on people, it could not in any way weaken his capacity and undertaking projects that help 
the eve of Uganda’s 24th Independence government. “We merely accommodated ,n saving foreign exchange. Progress has 
anniversary celebrations, President Muse- them because we wanted peace," he said, been recorded in, for instance. Mulago 
veni was quick to eradicate this misconcep- He said that the Government was in the Hospital where there is to be a reduction in 
tion. process of developing the armed forces to treatment of patients outside the country.

He said that the NRM would not ensure that Uganda would no longer be a restoring much of the investigative capacity 
tolerate any threat to the security of the victim of terrorism or banditry. al Mulago Hospital; Uganda Airlines pla-
people of Uganda, and it had been in the “We shall not tolerate a situation where nes have been recovered and are now 
people’s interest that the offenders were Ugandans are arrested arbitrarily, where earning money; Nytil factory in Jinja has 
brought to trial. The same would apply in their property rights or the sanctity of their had several foreign exchange allocations 
the future. “If anybody misreads our lives are violated or humiliated in any that wj|j enable it to produce more textiles; 
magnanimity and broadness of mind, they way,” he said. antj Uganda Blankets production is about
arc making a very big mistake,” he said. Turning to questions about the Ugandan t0 resumc at a pace of two thousand 
“We do not see the reason why anybody economy, he said that the idea of further blankets per day.
should resort to violence or subversion.” devaluation of the Uganda currency had T .... . frnc.riirf,ir^ .inii

He said that there are many positive been dismissed because this would make addition to the in . pr,.^iHent
elements across the spectrum of politics in imports very expensive, and would affect rehabilitation measures,
Uganda today. “The only snag is that some the local economy. noted, the Government as p g
elements of the political elite are so He isolated three major problems in ^calc relicf to the ^?,r'ra^e n.i n:<
politically backward that the only form of Uganda’s economy: Luwero Triangle, West Nile and me uis-
politics they are capable of is sectarianism, a) inadequate government revenue due to ^,cts °‘ Kumi, Soroti, Lira, g
corruption, and intrigue.” a narrow tax base, because most taxable Gulu.

He said that the Ugandan rebels’ attacks goods, for example industrial products, A team has been sent to Europe 
on NRA units in northern Uganda did not were not being produced; negotiate for the purchase of trucks, tr
indicate a loss of the people’s confidence in b) low producer prices for crops like tors, and road repair equipment. He said
the new administration. When the NRM coffee, maize and beans; that the process of road reconstruction will
seized power last January, it did not do so c) a foreign exchange deficit due to the continue either with assistance from the
with the consent of “criminals”, as he put country’s needs exceeding export earnings. World Bank or with bilateral arrangements 
it, who were now in southern Sudan, nor He said that the devaluation of the with countries which have greater con- 
with those who had recently been plotting ---- -—..... ''",J 1------------ -----------
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Milton Obotc: his regime was as ignominious as
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Twenty-four years 
of bloody strife
A lock back at post-independent Uganda b? Eezzy
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under the ‘Move To The Left programme 
and the ’Common Man’s Charter'.

But relations between the Army Chief of 
Staff, I<fi Amin, who had been instrumen­
tal in the crackdown on the Baganda 
feudalists, became strained following the 
disappearance of £2.3 million in Ministry 
of Defence funds. In 1969 an attempt was 
made on Obote’s life and Amin fled in 
fear. His deputy demanded his court- 
martial and was later found murdered. 
Amin was placed under investigation but 
remained Chief of Staff.

While Obotc was out of the country, in 
1971, Amin seized power, firmly backed by 
Israel and Britain, whose investments had 
been partially nationalised by Obote.

They turned a blind eye to Amin’s rule 
of the gun in which members of the armed 
forces were given a carte blanche to 
maintain law and order. But they had 
second thoughts when, in 1973, Amin 
nationalised £250 million’s worth of British 
investments.

T^enty-ftur years ago Uganda joined 
JL ether African co unthes as an indepen­

dent state after more man 60 years of 
cokmiai rule -mm began with the signing 
of the 1900 Agreement between Britain 
and use Kanaka of B Uganda.

As the Umo- lack was puBed down at 
Kdc'.c airstrip. 1 
by Uganda’s red

r?)?‘e^One Country, One 
------------Dcs:in> - S»«ping 

feages were also introduced



Special Report

Yoweri Museveni when he was guerrilla leader

■I

In the northern region of the country, there is still some resistance. Above is an NRA anti­
aircraft unit
AFRIC AN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 1986

General Tito Okello from whom Museveni 
snatched the baton of power

1

£ * i1

Whether Museveni succeeds, 
only time can tell, but the fact 
that he enjoy s the goodwill of the 
majority of Ugandans suggests 
that he might.

Between 1971 and 1975, up to 200,000 
Ugandans lost their lives under Amin’s 
reign of terror and the country was plunged 
into a nightmarish anarchy. In 1979, the 
rebel Uganda National Liberation Front 
(UNLF) backed by Tanzania, which Amin 
had tried to invade the previous year, 
toppled Amin. Yusufu Lule, an academic, 
was installed as president but after 68 days 
in office, he was replaced by the barrister 
Godfrey Binaisa. Neither succeeded in 
forging national unity out of Amin’s chao­
tic legacy.

Following a collapse in government, 
Paulo Muwanga, a shrewd Obote loyalist, 
stepped into the vacuum and announced 
that elections would be held. The 1980 poll 
turned out to be a two-horse race between 
the UPC and the DP who very soon looked 
set to win Anticipating this, Muwanga 
stepped in and announced that he was 
taking over the running of the elections. 
The UPC subsequently won and although 
the results were largely regarded as a sham 
they were endorsed by a team of Common­
wealth observers. Meanwhile the British 
took the lead in the international rehabili­
tation of Obote who, after eight years in 
exile in Tanzania, was now president 
again.

Obote, now a ‘repentant socialist’, 
accepted massive amounts of aid from the 
World Bank and virtually handed over the 
running of the economy to the Inter­
national Monetary Fund. But in the abs­

ence of a firm policy of national reconciha- 
tion, the hoped-for political and economic 
stability eluded the country The military 
since colonial days recruited largely from 
the north of Uganda, remained totally 
undisciplined and violence and brutality 
once again became the order of the day.

The DP. under the leadership of pauj 
Ssmogerere. which agreed not to boycott 
parliament despite their allegations of 
election rigging, proved an ineffective 
opposition. The real opposition was to 
emerge from the bush in 1981 as anti­
government fighters under the leadership 
of Yoweri Museveni started their armed 
struggle against the government. Within a 
year the guerillas were able to make strikes 
against Kampala, the capital, and Obote 
began to take the offensive.

In 1983 he deployed two thirds of his 
army in a six-month sweep through the 
Luwero Triangle, north of Kampala, and 
the massacres of the Amin years were 
repeated. The West kept a discreet silence 
over the chilling reports of atrocities and 
Obote continued to retain his credibility, 
even in Africa, thanks largely to the help of 
his old friend. Julius Nyerere of Tanzania.

Bitter factions in the army helped 
Museveni’s National Resistance Army 
(NRA) to make dramatic headway. In July 
1985 senior officers overthrew Obote in 
order to prevent the NRA seizing power. 
The new head of state was General Tito 
Okello. But the NRA refused to recognise 
the new ruling Military Council since many 
of its members were implicated in the 
atrocities of the past few years. President 
Moi of Kenya and President Mwinyi of 
Tanzania tried hard to persuade Museveni 
to accept a peace agreement but failed. 
Meanwhile, the Uganda National Libera­
tion Army (the national army) continued 
to loot, rape and murder.

In January, as the country slipped into 
greater anarchy, the NRA marched into 
Kampala much to the relief of the terror­
ised citizens. Museveni has learned the 
lesson Obote refused to learn — the 
importance of reconciliation. His govern­
ment has been as broadly based as possible 
and contains several ministers who served 
in the Okello Government. A number of 
these were arrested earlier this month for 
plotting Museveni’s overthrow.

To tackle Uganda’s immense problems. 
President Museveni has worked out a ten- 
point programme to help consolidate 
national independence, develop a self- 
sustaining economy, rehabilitate war-rav­
aged areas, and eliminate corruption and 
the misuse of power.

The watchword of a country in which up 
to a million people are thought to have 
been killed in the political strife of the last 
twenty years, is peace. Whether Museveni 
succeeds, only time can tell, but the fact 
that he enjoys the goodwill of the majority 
of Ugandans suggests that he might.
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UCB Headquarters Kampala

EXPERIENCED, RELIABLE AND 
DEPENDABLE.

GREETINGS TO ALL WELL-WISHERS ON THE 
OCCASION WHEN WE MARK UGANDA’S 24TH 
INDEPENDENCE ANNIVERSARY

We feel honoured and do cherish the responsibility entrusted to us.

Call on us during your next trip to Uganda
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Head Office:
12 Kampala Rd., Box 973, Kampala Uganda 
Telephone 234710/23 and 258012/7 Kampala 

Cables: UGACOMBANK Telex: 61073

irfliiiQI

JI Hl

(Jgan<al<si C©mm@swl] Bmlk

TM

With a network of over 60 branches, evenly spread 
throughout the country, we are more than fully equipped 
to provide the right answers to your socio-economic and 
financial questions on Uganda.
THAT is why we are always GOVERNMENT CHOICE 
NO. 1 when it comes to handling external aid funds, e.g. 
B The USAID Rehabilitation of Productive Enterprises 

(RPE) Agro-related Project
B The World Bank Agricultural Rehabilitation Project 

(ARP)
B The World Bank Small Scale Industries Project (SSI) 
B The EEC Agro-Industrial Project
B The Italian Government Agricultural Line of Credit
B Others



Special Report

The hue Kahoka in ta heyday

Economy

Starting all over again
Uganda’s economy is in tatters after years of war. Bayo Onanuga 
reports.

Uganda tried the Inter­
national Monetary Fund’s 
‘second window’ to auction 
foreign exchange but the 
problem became worse.

Smuggling is one major part of .he informal sector. Soldiers invariably inlercepr goods as in 

sold through the Resistance Committees 
across the nation. The government has also 
placed an order for $9 million worth of 
sugar. It was prompted by the exorbitant 
price it was being sold at — often as high as 
10,000 shillings a kilo.

At the centre of the country’s multi­
pronged strategy for economic recovery is 
the use of barter as a means of trade. 
Although no barter agreement has been 
signed with any country, it is being seen as 
a basic strategy for survival.

Z~\nce described as the pearl of Africa,’ 
Uganda is now a pale shadow of itself. 

Crisis after crisis has smothered its march 
to progress and today, every facet of the 
country’s life suffers from instability.

Industrial production is poor and the 
country’s once thriving commercial sector 
has collapsed. The coffee industry which 
once provided the bulk of Uganda’s fore­
ign earnings faces serious problems of 
neglect. And tourism, once the third 
biggest revenue earner, has inevitably 
suffered from the years of war. And the 
game which used to be its main attraction 
has been depleted by indiscriminate hunt­
ing. Pot holed roads and derelict schools, 
houses and areas need to be rebuilt, dried 
up water taps are just some of the 
symptoms of a country in ruins.

But it’s not all despair. Despite the 
tattered economy the country is still able to 
produce enough food to feed its 14 million 
people and spare some for export to 
neighbours like Tanzania. For Ugandans, 
the only regret for the past years of turmoil 
is that they are starting all over again, 
while other countries are busy consolidat­
ing the development strides of the past two 
decades of independence.

pressing
for<tonn The Baganda monarchists continue to seek their kingdom’s restoration.

]T egend has it that the first king of 
11_JBUganda, Scginda Scmusolo, was born 
at Buka.sa, one of the tiny isles which make 
up the Sese Islands. His grandson, the 
fourth Kabaka, was known as Buganda, 
and is said to have welded together various 
tribes into a single kingdom.

During his rule, the Kabaka of Buganda 
established a centralised government, 
appointed his elder brother Musisi-Wasswa 
as a spiritual leader (Lubaale) and set up 
several chiefs in various posts.

He later moved from the Sese Islands and
•"> his seal at Lunyo, Entebbe. Because 
lis powerful government, the area under 
king was named after him, to become 

ngdom of Buganda.
•anda's grandson, Kintu Kato, son of 

King Mawanda II, further strengthened the 
administration left behind by his grand-

this case at Kasese
average person’s wage packet does not 
stretch very far. Government salaries were 
recently reviewed and a minimum wage of 
9,000 shillings established. But the 120,000 
shillings paid to government ministers each 
month is not enough to live on and survival 
in Uganda appears to be a daily miracle.

But the government is striving to provide 
basic needs. Recently the Ministry of 
Commerce ordered private importers to 
sell goods like salt, soap, detergent and 
sugar to state companies. They are then

Monarchy

Once powerful, now abolished
Among one of the NRM’s most p 

problems remains the SI billion 
debit which costs the government $200 
million a year to service. Another is coffee 
smuggling and the illegal import of a 
variety of goods into the country. 
Meanwhile the low value of the shilling 
remains a huge headache.

In January 1981, the Ugandan shilling 
exchanged for 7.59 to one US dollar. By 
December 1981 the rate had climbed to 
85.56 shillings and since then it has never 
dropped back Uganda tried the Inter­
national Monetary Fund’s ‘second window’ 
to auction foreign exchange but the prob­
lem became worse. The shilling now ex­
changes at 1.400 shillings to one US dollar, 
the black market rate is 500 per cent 
higher. The Museveni Government seems 
short of a magic wand to restore the value 
and hopes are now hinged on a plan to 
change the currency next year.

The rampant inflation means that the 
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 1986
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Hearty Cheers to the Government and People of Uganda 
celebration of Uganda’s 24th year of independence.

INTERFREIGHT
Group of Companies

Uganda Container Terminal Limited 
Plot 284 — Nakawa Industrial Area 
P.O. Box 5961
Kampala
Telephone: 65306/7
Telex: 61276 (INVEST VGA)
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Interfreight Investment Limited 
Plot No. 284 Nakawa Industrial Area 
Jinja Road, Kampala
Telephone: 221997
Telex: 61276 (INVEST UGA)

For smooth handling of all container 
ised goods imports and exports, l°ad 
ing, off-loading, delivery and storage.

on this

The international specialists in:
O Clearing
O Forwarding
O Transport

Whether your goods be large or small, if they 
are of value to you, put them in our hands to 
have the best job completed by the experts.

Uganda Container 
Terminal Limited
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several tractors and tippers and we’ve just 
begun work on one big road from Kampala 
to Hoitna.
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UGANDA BANDAG
LIMITED

Remember, for all your tyre requirements, no matter how complicated,

UGANDA’S LEADING BATTERYJ0LAKERS

SUPER BATTERIES
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ASSOCIATED BATTERY MANUFACTURERS
UGANDA LIMITED

Hurrah! Uganda is 24. Warmest greetings to the 
people of Uganda on this happy occasion

CONTACT: Associated Battery Manufacturers Uganda Limited 
The Industrial Area 
Kalitunsi Road 
P.O. Box 7049 
KAMPALA
Telephone: 243292/230734 
Telex: 61097 EXIDE UG.
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CONTACT: UGANDA BANDAG LIMITED
Plot 284, NAKA WA — OffJinja Road
P.O. Box5961 
Telephone: 285228 Kampala 
Telex: 61281 SHIP UGA

BATTERIES YOU CAN TRUST: Exide, Lucas, Bosch, 
Boliden, Varta, 
Dagenite, Oldham

The management and staff of Uganda Bandag 
Limited rejoice with the Government and people of 
Uganda on this 24th anniversary of independence



Special Report

Source of power

writes

as 
oy

Q.Some of the local papers allege there is a 
clandestine movement to bring Obote back to 
power for the third time. Is there any truth in 
this?
.4. These stories are just sensational, so we 
are not worried about them. The people 
believe in what we are doing as they 
themselves took part in the toppling c. 
Obote. He should not dare to impose 
himself on the very society which evicted 
him. He was president, minister of finance a. why not9 We havp th,* u . r 
and minister of foreign affairs at the same Aviation in Soroti Ueanda ° °f 
ttme and stole the country's money. Any the whole of East AfriS We Zk T 
^which^stheyeanreinstaHhimts Ba, £

Q. What is the state of relations between your sity committee in which ill t h *nter"un,ver-
country and its neighbours? in the remnn win____lhe UniverSlhes

future is bright and 
towards it.
Q. But when the old EAC was dissolved, the 
members shared the assets. Are you planning 
to pool resources together again?
A. Not necessarily. This was a mistake, and 
there is nothing we can do about it now but 
to start afresh. There are some assets 
which have been left and we say “hold on 
to them.” We want unity. A united East 
Africa is a step towards a united Africa. 
We have to start somewhere.
Q. What message do you have for Ugandans 
outside the country?
A. Come back home. They should come 
back home with their expertise so that we 
can develop as quickly as possible.

are now planning to have an ii
sity committee in which all the

,he region together. Yhe

we are working

5X4

Revolution in women’s ljjyes 
Women's lives have seen dramatic changes under the NRm 
Catherine Watson. ’
'T'he NRM (National Resistance Move- 
JL ment) revolution has created a new 

political space for women in Uganda. Even 
m status and fashion-conscious Kampala, 
women are involved in their progressive 
plans.

Hitherto, the country- has had no proper 
women’s movement. In the past, Ugan 
women were organised only throug ra 
ches of international groups h x 
Mothers' Union, which were more keenion

woman on every Resistance Counc 
nuttee. This means that ’
women have leadership roles m the g 
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thT NRMem Of local government set up by 

there are akr» '
NRA. includin’ s°ldicrs in ,he 
About 500 of these S" ganders 
guenlla war. but 10"d°™en fu-8ht i„ 
recrutts fresh from the * ■°fnc “re new 
women at Bombo. in L,, a,n,n8 «mp for 

women in the on ’he ml. ?

A. Very amicable. In March we invited six 
heads of state to come to Entebbe. We had 
another meeting in Nairobi in June and we 
have since formed a ministerial committee 
on inter-regional co-operation. We have 
also joined the PTA and have agreed to 

'of ratio a j°int Kenya'Ugan<la railway corpo-

g. Is then any plan to resuscitate the East 
. - . AJncan Community?

president, minister of finance A. Why not? We have t 
of foreign affairs at the same Aviation in Soroti. Uganda,

She secs women’s participation in the 
1981-85 war as having been an essential 
springboard for raising of women’s status 
in Uganda. “You cannot claim your rights 
properly if you have not defended your 
country. But in the NRA women defended 
Uganda." Women were not only soldiers, 
they also cooked, nursed, dug and built 
shelters, carried out political work, for- 
mulatedpolitical policy and provided an 
invaluable intelligence network.

Now Janet Mukwaya is mainly involved 
in what she describes as the politicisation 
and mass mobilisation of women. Five 
women cadres are assigned to her office to 
work with her. There are another twenty in 
the countryside, a number which will grow 
as more women graduate from the political 
schools. She and the women cadres hold 
group discussions and seminars around the 
country-.

Perhaps most importantly, they visit 
women on the Resistance Council Com­
mittees. To date these function at three 
levels — rillage, parish and sub-county 

AFRICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 1986

NRA in the bush and now sit on the 
National Resistance Council, the policy- 
making body of the NRM.

Another is Janet Mukwaya, head of the 
NRM’s Office for Women’s Affairs. She 
sits behind her desk, relaxed and laughing, 
wearing a tie-die tee shirt and a cotton 
wrap-around skirt, her hair natural in style. 
She and her husband, a quantity surveyor, 
joined the NRM in April 1982.

In civilian life she was a magistrate, so 
when she joined the National Resistance 
Army (NRA) in the bush, the High 
Command asked her to draw up the 
judicial code for the army and for the 
resistance committees which was acting a: 
people’s courts in the areas controlled bj 
the NRA (a role they still hold today).
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.WHY NOT VISIT US FOR ALL YOUR 
PLASTIC NEEDS:

SHIP TOOTHBRUSH FACTORY LIMITED
Manufacturers Administration and Factory:
of Toothbrushes, 75B Kibira Road ■ P.O. Box 5961
Ball Point Pens Kampala Uganda Tel 593 58
and Plastic Items Cables Afroagent Telex 61281

O Toothbrushes
O Ball Point Pens
O Plates
O Mugs
O Cups
O Jerrycans
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Congrats . . . Uganda is 24. 
Long live the Government and 
people of Uganda.
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"md-n -~ea living abroad, cecause, 
said Vr> Museveni: “I: concerns aH of us, 
and -—i-~—-- that brings sname. to Uganda 
is a V--—? cs all cc us. whether we are 
nvm £ in Paris. Lcnccrr or asmngtcc.

UWESO stresses mar me work. must be 
done through Ugandan vcmens own 
efforts without their ra'-rng tc rely on 
appeals for outstde heirr. Vtrs Mnungn said: 
*’\Vc had a seed! sysssrr. n vhich no m.d 
was illegitimate er em wii&rur raruEts 
because a child bac muir- miner- and 
motheis. live evtemSsc inmi” me earn 
system absorbed widows rird rrp'.rars. tt

, -< -- nrkm ms

v ^nsna zz rdts 
'.I rfVsrt vrXtM^\ 5 55innii& Ci~ 
ii|t.nin:.x. L:ir. r. i I'.CXl - Z?*~ra~
v<,nir.n nnr,r:.'<■•> :i«:r -janK. ienends on 
ihe. nHiir.r*.irt<-^ ’c vcnien cy the
|RX< .«...■.. ■• .:.•: .C-i-JTS good,

luii ihr. : . plattcrm. the ?°inl
Plan, in something cf a disappeinnnent. It 
pledges to end tribalism, sectarianism and 
cr.rracrcr:. but makes no pledge to end the 

of women.

xa Mama wa 
-"-arscr m i ±zx rer^een women’s 
z . xr. m -rh^a. imd Afhmn women living 
~ tee group is only 18 months
'.•c. inc eves though it does not have any 
m-.rev c: its own to give to organisations 
_ke UWESO. it supports African.....—’*
muses by giving them 
platform to publicise their work.

Robert: tra^ir. vict.'.r: cf a war^&nt 

collecting c.sthes for the orphans left 
behind after ’he dr.a. mt;on m Uganda. 
UWESO was Urr..

As Uganda celebrated is 24th Inde­
pendence Anniversary. UWESO was in­
vited to London by Akina Mama wa 
Afrika, the Afriarn comen's organisation, 
to alert the outside world to the plight of 
Ugandan orphans.
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Mrs Museveni could not attend the 
London meeting, but she wax ivpivxentcd 
by Mrs Joyce Mpanga, the chaitpcixon ot 
LAX'ESO. Mrs Mpanga told how in Ma\ 

year Mrs Museveni had made a (out ot 
devastated Luu er Triangle. Iluxaiea 
e the r>runt ot the lighting between 

oueri Museveni’s NRA guetiliax ami th< 
soldiers of Milton Oboie\ and I no 
Oke.i? s i ganda National I ibx'ialiun 
Army \UNLAL At Naluxule Reception 
Centre, she found more than Sil chihlu n 
rtalt naked and .none in housex with no 
i—mps. ~o mattresses, anti n»^ xlooix oi 
windows. .All they had. liteialh, wax a tool 
over their he.ixis Janet Museveni xxiu 
tacted a number of women anil they 
decided to help not only Naluvule, bin to 
make a nationwide appeal toi Ugandan 
women to come forwaixl ami Wx'ik to 
gether. It was their duty as mothcis ot the 
nation to help these destitute oiphanx

The challenge was also extended to
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the whole nation, in the rehabilitation of
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the
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Elizabeth Kanyogonya reports on a fashion show 
organised in London by Ugandan women to raise 
mnnAvf—.1----- ’ w J war.

leaders of the ULG should now 
include Mrs Ada Rusita, wife of

Buganda, the central region of 
Uganda) by the girls who had 
modelled the kiganda dress, the 
busuuti, and a beautiful and 
unusual decollete dress made 
out of bark cloth. More than ten 
African countries — from Zaire

The Prime Minister’s office has set up a 
fund to assist some of the children, but 
voluntary organisations like UWESO, too, 
have a crucial role to play by providing the 
human parental contact that a government 
department cannot give. Some UWESO 
women have themselves adopted children 
from the orphanages.

UWESO was re-launched in May. It has 
received a lot of support from Ugandan 
women with, at the peak, as many as 264 
women attending one of its fortnightly 
meetings. There were many offers of help 
in cash and kind to UWESO when the case 
of Robert, the child who grew up with 
monkeys in the forest, came to light. (See 
African Concord, Issue No. 98). The 
publicity surrounding Robert has brought a 
lot of attention and material help to the 
Naguru Reception Centre, where he is 
slowly being rehabilitated.

UWESO plans to conduct a national 
survey to estimate the number of orphans 
so that they can gauge the magnitude of the 
problem they are trying to solve. They aim

music was played for the disco 
later in the evening. Another 
was that all the organisers 

were represented in should have have worn 
ihow. traditional dress from their own

Anita Musisi (centre) in Kinyankole dress
A Nigerian member of the —

audience said that the event had African countncs^in order to 
been an eye opener for him as 
he had never seen Ugandan 
traditional dance — even 
though he knows many 
Ugandans. He commented on 
how little we, as Africans, know 
of each other's traditions and 
customs and said that events 
like these should be supported 
because of the many purposes 
they can and do serve. and stops ~

One criticism of the show was should have cn c iminated in 
that the organisers should have rehearsal,
used African instead of Western In sp>le °/lha, 
music to accompany the models members of tQ

---------------------------11113 I11UI11I 
to raise money for the Uganda 
Women's Effort to Save the 
Orphans (UWESO) 
organisation.

UWESO is at the moment 
based in Kampala, the Ugandan 
capital, but it is expanding 
nationwide. From gate takings 
and an auction of a few bottles 
of wines and spirits. ULG 
collected over £2,000. inc one

The guest of honour was Mrs hostility 
Hannah Lule, wife of the late 
Yusufu Lule. Uganda’s first 
president after the fall of Idi 
Amin in 1979. She cut a cake 
made in the shape of Africa.

ULG was set up in 1983 ‘to unocrstanaing ot the Ugai
assist in the enhancement of a way of life and culture. Af
spirit of unity’ among Ugandans the show, there was some 
living and working in Britain. Kiganda dancing, (from
There was very little ‘spirit of Buganda, the central regie
unity’ to be found among Ueandnl hv «ieie »
Ugandans anywhere in 1983 at 
the height of the Milton Obote 
UPC regime, which in terms of 
numbers of people massacred 
by his rampaging soldiers was ......«... wuuuin— irom
probably worse than Idi Amin’s, to Somalia and from Mali to

But it was, perhaps, a sign of Tanzania — were represente 
the changing times that the the fashion show.
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Fashiomi aid for UWESO 
Elizabeth Kanyogonya reports on a fashion show 
Oronnic«rl i w

money for the children orphaned during the 
r|1he London-based Uganda
A Ladies Group (ULG) muuuc mu «ua Kusna, wne ot 

organised an African fashion * the new Ugandan High 
show and disco early this month Commissioner in London, along 
to raise monev for iu r—-4-- with members intricately

associated with the previous 
regime. Even though the group 
is supposed to be open to all 
Ugandan women, in the past, 
no one who was not a card- 
carrying member of the UPC— 
or married to one — dared go 
anywhere near their functions 
or groups. This was because of 
the often groundless fear and 
..«..;ility amongst Ugandans that 
the UPC regime engendered.

One of the purposes for which 
the ULG was set up is to 
introduce to the host 
community a better 
understanding of the Ugandan 
way of life and culture. After

be underestimated. It goes far bewS 
supplying them with parcels of food-.’j 
clothes. and

There is plenty of goodwill both fro 
inside the country and abroad. m 
people with Ugandan connections willing to help in any way they J?”1 
however small. n-

The representatives from UWESO we told of a family living in Cambridge wh* 
over the years have untiringly posted 
parcels of clothes to charities in Ugand • 
many never arrived at their intended 
destinations.

Air France, even though it does not f]v 
to Uganda, has agreed to carry free

model will protecuhem Im"1' ™S and Rwanda' 71,15 wl" cu‘ lhe c’Pense of 
isation and is T.L,'n,'"S',,U'i0na|- pay,nS f'C,gh' char8es f°rci8n “change 
home ” closest to a natural which UWESO does not have.

The'workawaiting UWESO , w- a .. Uganda Airlines, the national carrier. 
‘la whnU • YJVCOU, and indeed has yet to agree to any such arrangement 

f with UWESO.

eventually to make each orphanage self- the orphans and displaccd^children cannot 
reliant, where they can grow their own u" 
food to supplement the income derived 
from the state and funding bodies.

UWESO also plans to establish in 
Bukomero, Luwero, a children’s village of 
about 18 units with each house taking 
about ten children. “We hope they will 
have a resident mother and a plot of land 
to grow up like other rural children. We 
want a primary school there so that other 
children in the surrounding villages will 
attend.”

The Ministry of Rehabilitation will pro­
vide 60 acres of land for this project, said 
Mrs Mpanga. “The idea is to have a farm 
as well on which food for the town homes 
can be grown, so that our children can

area of Uganda — or from other 
African countries in order to 
show off African fashion ‘living I 
and working,’ as it were, instead I 
of just leaving it for exhibition. , 

The effort made in organising 
the event was evident, for ! 
instance, in the time it must 
have taken to select the dresses 
and suitable models and getting 
them all together — but there 
were rather too many hitches 
and stops and starts which

rehearsal.

mc-mbe'i^of the largely
on the=r^;;y“‘” Ugandan «<>
since Zairois and South African haved leave untU ,he

small hours of the morning and 
tew would decline to suppoi 
the serious cause for which i 
show was organised.
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AU Kitonsa:
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Ibrahim Dafala: another star

cup,the 
endable.

spon- 
viron-

jorts in the countr
, the chances of building a strong 
la Cranes to repeat past glories are

TT Tganda plans to set i 
LJ as part of the rural < 
funded by. the United Nations Environ­
mental Protection (UNEP).

UNEP is to sponsor three villages in 
Gombe in Mpigi District, Butaleja in 
Tororo, and Olilim at Lira and Kotido 
districts borders. According to a technical 
officer in the Ministry of Environmental 
Protection, Higenyi-Dumba, UNEP is also 
funding one village in a stock-rearing, 
semi-arid area, Ruhama in Mbarara Dis­
trict. The project will dwell particularly on 
better exploitation and conservation of 
basic natural resources, like soils, water.

Football, once a crowning glory
A s the country celebrated its uhuru in 

xaL 1967 it was befitting that it took part in 
the finals of the Africa Cup of Nations in 
Addis Ababa for the first time.

Though Uganda did not win the C"1 
team’s performance was comment____
Among the stars were Noah Mbowa and 
John Agard, Moses Wabwayi and Peter 
Okea.

Uganda increased her dominance of 
East Africa through its leading team, the 
Cranes. It won the East African Challenge 
Cup in 1968, 1969 and 1970. But the 
political turmoil in the country put a 
damper on football.

However, Uganda qualified for the 
second time in 12 years for the Africa Cup 
of Nations finals in Cairo in 1974. Goal­
keeper Joseph Masajjagc was voted third 
best goalkeeper and Stanley ‘Tank’ Mubiru 
voted Africa’s best right-winger. But it lost 
the East and Central African Senior Soccer 
Challenge Cup to Tanzania in Dar es 
Salaam on penalty-kicks in 1974.

The cranes became losir------ ‘ c—,:“"
in Lusaka, Zai 
bounced back i 
Zanzibar. Th< 
following year by beating Zambia on spot­
kicks in Mogadishu, but this marked the 
end of Uganda’s soccer glory.

On club level, however, Simba Football 
Club (Uganda army) became the first East 
and Central African Club to reach the 
African Clubs Cup final, losing to Hafia- 
Conakry of Guinea, in 1972. Kampala City 
Council wac. the second team to bring glory 
to Uganda when they became the first 
Ugandan side to win East and Central 
African Club Championship, beating Tan­
zania’s Simba on penalties in Kampala in
Ab RICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 1986

vegetation and animal life. Under this i 
category will be specific issues like produc- 1 
tion of adequate food. The survey of ! 
alternative sources of energy, to reduce ■ 
dependence on fuel-wood and the conse- | 
quential depletion of forest resources, is an 
idea also being nursed by the planners.

The villages will be assisted to develop a 
model social services infrastructure. These 
will include sources of clean and safe 
drinking water such as bore holes and 
protected springs. Sound sanitary systems 
and roads will be developed. Better public 
health care, dispensaries, adult literary- 
classes and provision of schools are also on 
the agenda.

Now the Uganda Government is going 
to set up its assisted village projects.

/eys are currently being carried out by­
Ministry of Environment to identifv

1978. The same club lost to Kenya’s 
Leopards in Mogadishu in the same tour­
nament in 1979.

Football continued to suffer from Idi 
Amin’s Re-organisation of Sports, estab­
lished in 1975. Sports administrators were 
dismisssed and replaced by soldiers. Those 
who protested were persecuted. The crisis 
reached its climax when Idi Amin’s right­
hand man, Lt Col Abdallah Nasur banned 
the express Sports Club, detaining several 
of its players for a number of months.

The standard of soccer continued to 
decline even after Amin’s overthrow in
1979. The stars of yesteryear were never 
replaced by new talent.

Today the national team is only a name. 
Unless the present system of running 
sports in the country is changed for the . arnuuv.___
better, the chances of building a strong 1 nc protestant leader was in po\ 
Uganda Cranes to repeat past glories are whenever ^as this kind of suspic

f wWchTed^o t'he formation of the Dcr
UN to set up cratic Party (DOj- been;,—

Za^^^n^nTy" m°deI VillaSeS
ack in 1976 and won the cup in TT Tganda plans to set up model ‘villages’ Anglican urch). In ^aCl' man>' Pe°ple in
They retained the cup the LJ as part of the rural development drive, Catholic opinion that DP is being

ig year by beating Zambia on spot- funded by. the United Nations Environ- Uganda ar<" q-|ie religious factor is so
i Mogadishu, but this marked the mental Protection (UNEP). run -. Uganda’s politics that the DP

end of Uganda’s soccer glory. UNEP is to sponsor three villages in 8reat in . nkello military junta in
------- -  ’ ’ ....................supported W nrs National R esist- 

preference t reason was that
Cathohcs atjast^had had^a^sireable share of

MfrS-knaSre involved, all except Paulo 
officials arc same religion —
Muwanga, are 
Catholic.

Surveys

sor a survey to assess the state of envi.„ 
ment in Uganda. Aspects to be considered 
.... natural resources, landscape and land

Religion: A 
divisive factor
Desoite the esteem with which they are 
held in society, the clergy cannot solve 
ru-inda’s political mess, wntes Henry 
Buyaungo. For the Church has become 
“christh^y'The religion founded on the 
cardinal principle oMove has. .since « 

eountrJ Shadows of British and French 
competition for the control of key instttu-

Pin the 19th century. Since then the

1 It _ . L»nnpr Wils, in ^^WCt

It was this kind of suspicion 
he formation of the Demo- 
(DP) *n 1954.. Since then

Namirembe (seat of the
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‘They have even commandeered some Ugandan 
“patriots” abroad to come out and confirm the 

“experts” verdict — for a few pounds.’

Partisan press has to be wary 
V’c less than eight re- pabfiatiacs tears 
Xrcncie onto the streets snce Yoweri 
Maseresi seized power □ Jsnarx. Asd 
there are signs that core are cn the way 25 
the press basks in its Dew foond Eberty.

But they are not getting it 2D their own 
way. In April the gorenuDent banned the 
Weekly Digest and its editor now faces 
charges of publishing false information. 
Earlier this month the editor of the Citcen. 
the opposition Democratic Party newspap­
er, was arrested along with a batch of 
leading politicians.

Most newspapers in the country continue

to be sriuerfy partisan. The Sjef —d Ngcbo 
supper: the mtcarchiscs wtDe the Memd, 
Iddess paperfounded in 1911. and 
the Eiuxnjai are Catholic owned. 
The Moslems have the r.--.*nr and Al Noor.

Others are linked to the various opposi­
te a groups srd they frequently criticise the 
Government- Recently Infcnnaticn Minis­
ter Abubaker Mayanja personally visited a 
number of newspaper offices to explain 
government policy to them. “It's a healthy 
development." said the editor of the six 
year old .Vga&o. Maurice Sekakwungu. 
“And the first time a minister has visited 
us."

But Uganda's press suffers from severe

Fifthly, of all the post-colonial Ugandan leaders, Museveni is 
the first to advocate and observe freedom under the rule of law. 
Uganda has the freest press in East Africa, based on the principle 
that you cannot advocate freedom and then deny the people the 
right to know, as is the practice in most parts of Africa. When the 
people were clamouring for vengeance against some officials of 
the overthrown regimes, Museveni bluntly refused, insisting that if 
anybody has nay material evidence of past law-breaking by any 
such officials, military or civilian, they should take it to court 
through the normal process of law. He even punished NRA and 
NRM officers, whatever their position in the hierarchy, who took 
the law in their own hands.

While we are on the subject of freedom, notice the swiftness 
with which the accused have been taken to court so soon after 
their arrest — within less than 48 hours. This is a record in Africa 
where alleged political offenders remain in custody for months, if 
not years, before they are brought to trial. Treason cases, for one 
thing, are often very hard to prove because of the difficulty in 
establishing motives and opportunity for the commission of the 
offence. Also, given our inexperienced investigating officers.

production problems. Printing and compos­
ing machines are out of date and newsprint 
extremely expensive. Photographs appear 
to be a rarity in some publications and a 
poor communications network makes dis­
tribution a nightmare.

The Editor-In-Chief of Telecast, Innocent 
Kazaooka, boasts a national readership, the 
paper’s daily print-run is only between 
4,000 and 5,000. Very few papers surpass 
this figure. The one government-owned 
paper New Vision, is now published twice a 
week and plans to go daily soon, according 
to its British editor, William Pike. The local 
language newspapers, though, are hot 
sellers. 0 Bayo Onanuga

Uganda and foreign press

Crisis manufactured by media
A M Babu takes issue with the Western media and Ugandan detractors abroad. 
rl ’he Western media which thrive on
J- upheavals in Africa are already mounting “experts” to declare the spirit___________________

the Uganda Government in crisis after the announcement that confidence but also his confidence 
three ministers and an ex-vice-president have been taken to court L---------J **---------- * -f **-- -
and charged with treason. They .have even commandeered some 
Ugandan "patriots” abroad to come out and confirm the 
"experts'” verdict — for a few pounds. And the latter, because of 
their frustration of having been left out in the cold, go as far as to 
express their wishful-thinking that the Uganda Government will 
fall within the next few weeks or months because it is communist, 
or militarist, or whatever.

The reality, however, is that there is no government crisis and 
that the Government will not fall. First, the Ugandan revolution! 
that brought the NRM to pow er w as not carried out by the handful 
of people who are on trial; on the contrary, the revolution has 
succeeded in spite of their support for the Obote and Okello 
governments. They were brought into this government courtesy of 
Museveni and not of their own right. In fact, many people in 
Uganda have criticised Museveni for associating some of these 
people with the government in the first place. Rather than there 
being a “crisis . there is a huge sigh of relief that they are gone, 
whatever the result of the trial.

Second, they did not constitute a "political threat" as alleged, 
because they have already either lost their political credibility or 
had no political base to constitute a threat. Ordinary Ugandans 
are regularly asking, where were these “leaders" when the Obote 
and Okello governments were exploiting and massacring the 
people? Most of them were either dinine and wining with the 

• oppressors or were away m exile while the NRM kids and their 
I A^erS Were sacn^c’n? rheir J*ves in the bush to save Uganda. 

1 And as a result, those who remained outside the country while the 
war between “good and evil" was raging in Uganda, are totally 
ignored by the masses. Their view s do not reflect the true situation

I in the country.
! Third, the people of Uganda have a lot of respect for 

Museveni's self-confidence and good faith in taking into his
. government people who have contributed nothing to the NRM 
i struggle, inside or outside the country, when he was not obliged to 

1 offer them appointments. By appointing them he has enhanced 
I their political status in the country and given them a platform to 
I speak on behalf of Ugandan people. The NRM was perfectly 
i capable of taking over the entire state machine and running it 

1 effectively without sharing power with anybody. In the context of 
j the struggle for power this would have been perfectly justifiable 
| and unchallengeable. Having insisted on involving all sections of
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the chronic chaos and I the nation in the running of the affairs of the state and country in 
on national reconciliation, he has shown not only self- 

_________ __ 2_ j M_______ ice in the Ugandan people. This 
has earned him the respect of the majority as well as legitimacy. 
People are policing themselves in the cities, towns and villages.

Fourth, all those who oppose the NRM other than Obote and 
his vanquished army have proved to have no fundamental 
disagreement with the Movement, only personal ambition or 
resentment. The mass of the people understand this phenomenon. 
Museveni, right from the outset, has made it quite plain to all 
Ugandans of whatever political persuasion to come home and 
serve their country. If they have any political or ideological 
difference with the NRM or Government they are free to air their 
views and encourage debate among Ugandan people. If they 
choose to stay out and continue to undermine the efforts to unite 
the Ugandan people after so many years of state-promoted 
divisions and suffering then they will expose themselves for what 
they are.
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some of them with hardly any education, and given the notorious 
police corruption and the all too tempting powers of the state to 
detain people indefinitely without trial, cases like these take ages 
before they go to court. Tins swift action established the 
Government's commitment to the rule of law. Its moral and 
intellectual honesty compels us to hail and encourage it.

Finally; we should remind the Western media, their "experts” 
and their Ugandan "patriots," to refrain from commenting and 
passing judgement while the case is sub judice. If they observe and 
respect this practice here in the West they should equally respect it 
in trials “overseas.” Their media, especially radio and press, have 
considerable influence in many of our countries; what is broadcast 
or written today, is hear today or read tomorrow in these 
countries. Museveni has proved, to Ugandan people and to the 
rest of the world, that he is above reproach as far as respect for the 
law is concerned — he is not an Amin, or a Bokassa, or even an 
Obote — and he must be respected.

Those who oppose the regime on ideological grounds have no 
excuse to air their views outside their country. They have been 
given ample opportunity to do so at home to contribute to 
peaceful change. This is the only justification for holding and 
expressing opposing views in politics. Otherwise, their indiscre­
tion may contribute to violence and destabilisation at great cost to 
the Ugandan people. They cannot hope to remove the govern­
ment by remote control.

They will only be playing into the hands of Africa’s detractors at 
their own expense and to their own political discredit. The people 

• who have fought and sacrificed their lives for their liberty and 
their national dignity are not likely to be overthrown by a handful 
of opponents without any mass base. This regime has not come to 
power by means of a coup, and it cannot be removed by a counter­
coup. This is the reality of the situation; in the interests of the 
Ugandan people, the sooner it is appreciated the better.
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BAT UGANDA 1984 LIMITED

I

24TH INDEPEDENCE 
ANNIVERSARY MESSAGE

_ -~ "'the 24th anniversary of the country's independence, 
- -_-"e -"-er the NRM government, when Uganda has the
—of making a fresh start, BAT Uganda 1984 Limited

<= to send its best wishes to President Yoweri 
<ag^ta Museveni, the Government and all Wananchi, 

wm an undertaking that the company will play its 
fitting role in the social and economic 

development of the country.

BAT now a joint venture
2±er expropriationX 3 AT na: mane a ntme tack as a Joint

Ctmuam -x-.--. ETA bokfing 70 
per can: '-.t ..tar-: an d pr. ermrent 
'. ter tart. The new Company is known as 
3 AT Lmrua Limited."
When 3 A - left L garda in December. 

. 1-" '--F4CZZ prtcumcn retailed seme

Tobacco Growing
The Company continues to provide field 
inputs and implements to tobacco farmers 
interest free. It has rehabilitated most 
tobacco bams and marketing centres and 
has initiated a woodfuel re-afforestation 
programme to ensure the future availabili­
ty of wood for curing tobacco, in addition 
to experimenting on various bam furnaces 
m order to economise on woodfuel use. 
Feld supervision has also been improved 
by proriding extension staff with better 
transport.
Kampala Green Leaf Processing Plant 
At the Kampala Leaf Processing Plant, the 
Company’s efforts have been directed 
towards improving the standard of tobacco 
processing to an international level. This 
involves provision of machinery, spare 
parts and proper machine maintenance. 
I he Comoanv has also re-roofed some of 
the tunings.

—meted computerisation has been intro­
duced as a management tool at the Com­
pany’s Head Omce.
rmr» Plans
These w-Z be mneenmated on four frvnts:-

C-aar»m» Manufjcraiug Expansion
The c< eerne s m mnarmtate the factory 
by mmaimg mccem r.mmrery and equip­
ment m imam a prtimimcc capacity of 

mmrnmis ner month. 
< re mrgmmmed

decent standard of extension service and a 
fair market price for tobacco.

The Company will continue to supply 
essential inputs to farmers. Bam and 
marketing centre rehabilitation will con­
tinue and farmers will be encouraged to 
erect new bams cheaply using locally- 
available materials. Besides ensuring 
economy in woodfuel usage, the re-affores­
tation programme started by the Company 
in 1985 will continue.
(3) Improvements in tobacco processing 
standards
/\ long term loan (US $1.3 million) has 
been obtained from Uganda Development 
Bank for the rehabilitation of the Kampala 
Plant. Subsequent to installation of 
machinery. the quality of threshing and 
classifying tobacco will improve to inter­
nationally accepted standards. Other plans 
for the Plant include re-roofing and rewir­
ing of the Plant and storage buildings, 
repairing of residential buildings and re­
newal of boilers and steam-lines.
<4) Training
Training of staff which has already started 
will be accelerated in order to improve 
productivity.

The amount of money required to 
achieve the objectives is enormous. The 
Company has to generate this money 
locally through trade and by borrowing 
from financial institutions. The Govern­
ment has beer, requested to consider tax 
reduction in order to accelerate rebabZta- 
tion and expansion of the mcuscr.. The 
Cccap&ay wnet .? —bre-.e its 
ore-omes given avxi’j^tity of funds and 
t .'re.gn exchange
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COMMENTARY

of the recent Reykjavik mini-summit, Kofi Buenor Hadjor puts his case.
TPhe failed Soviet-American mini-summit captured all the 
A headlines. It has been big news. In the media it was heralded 

as the meeting that could determine the future of the world. On 
the eve of the summit, Gorbachev stated that the summit ‘‘has 
direct consequences not only for the two superpowers but also for 
every part of the globe.” Reagan spoke in a similar if more 
cautious vein.

All the media hype cannot but provoke cynicism in a critical 
observer. It is difficult to swallow the proposition that Reagan and 
Gorbachev have become fervent advocates of world peace and are 
about to solve the problems facing mankind. Reagan indicated 
that he wanted to put the issue of human rights in the Soviet 
Union at the top of the agenda — which is another way of saying 
that he was more interested in anti-communist propaganda than in 
disarmament. As for Gorbachev, his main concern was to stabilise 
superpower relations so that he could devote his energies to 
tackling the problems of the stagnant Soviet economy.

Although often bitter rivals, the two superpowers have one or 
two things in common. Reagan and Gorbachev are keen on 
atmospherics. That’s an American term for creating the impres­
sion of dialogue and the relaxation of international tension. They 
are also determined to consolidate their positions as superpowers 
— if need be at the expense of the rest of the world.

As they say in Africa, ‘‘When two elephants make love, it is the 
grass that suffers.” That is why the Third World should notice that 
there is something sordid about the two superpowers sitting down 
to determine the future of humanity. It is not clear who gave them 
the authority to act in such a God-like fashion. Since they are not 
accountable to the rest of the world there is no reason to believe 
that any agreements reached at such a meeting will be in the 
interests of humanity as a whole.

If recent history is anything to go by, agreements between the 
superpowers tend to represent a carving up of the world. This is 
what happened at Yalta where the representatives graphically 
divided up the world map in front of them into their respective 
spheres of interest.

Recent experience shows that summits about disarmament are 
often about other matters as well. The famous summit between 
Nixon and Brezhnev in the seventies was as much about South- 
East Asia as about strategic arms limitation. Brezhnev promised 
to make life easier for Washington in South-East Asia and in 
return got detente.

Discussions of disarmament and peace at superpower summits 
such as the one just ended often have little meaning for Third 
World countries. The framework of the negotiation assumes that 
peace already exists and that the danger of war'stems from the 
nuclear arms race. Such an assumption is inherently ethnocentric. 
The forty years of peace that Western commentators like to talk 
about is based on a very selective, appreciation of the problem.

To be specific, it is Europe and the major industrial powers 
which have enjoyed forty years of peace. For the rest of the world 
life has been far from peaceful. Forty years of peace! Tell that to 
the people of Vietnam, Chad, Iran or Iraq. In fact since 1945 there 
have been hundreds of wars fought in the Third World. Only 
during the two world wars have more lives been lost than in these 
conflicts.

The maintenance of peace in Europe has often meant the 
promotion of war in the Third World. The superpowers have had 
no inhibitions about invading Third World countries-and establish­
ing their spheres of influence there. While Reagan pontificates
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Reykjavik mini-summit

The mating of the super-p°" ers 
ckon with. In the i.

If the Third world spoke with a united voice, it would be a force for East and .Wcst to r “hi

about world peace, Washington is busy P the little
in Angola and Nicaragua. The m reaj meaning of p Of , 
Grenada by American troops ,sh°w* tters did not ge m the • | 

"One can be certain that such trivial y

with not a little scepticism. Both the of the world.
States are busy selling arms to the try to the next offC|. s 
salesmen go from one Third World ending of what is *8 
their wares. Neither side wants to se thcy are ^ncern 
them a very profitable Iran-Iraq war. fl(j for the weapOns 
the Third World is a useful testing S 
destruction. people toJook on t.

It would be wrong for Third W por the Third WOr| 
summit as a matter of no relevan • dangCr. In recent ye • 
superpower matings are often a sign haVe often managed . 
the United States and the Soviet U of the Third 3\or|(j 
work out an understanding at the exp*- happy to tun? a b)in .

For example, the Kremlin has been q SoV,et experts m Liby 
eye to the American airstrike 00 L*. , jijgence information 
even refused to make available the i ^eturn Washington h^ | 
possessed about the impending stn.’ over Afghanistan- 
eased its pressure on the SovietUmon^^j------  ,
----------------------- Zhout world peace 
‘While Reagan pontificates an(j confijct .' 
Washington is busy pursuing s ,

Angola and Nicarag^---------
------------------------------------ * nding about the Midd(e

The superpowers also have an under^ta hand. There is evCn 
East. Neither side wants matters to get fiddle East under the 
talk of an international conference on United States, 
joint supervision of the Soviet Union a iatjons are an illustra.

For the Third World, superpower neg Soviet Union and thc 
tion of its own weakness. As long aS cCjsions about the vitaj 
United States are in a position to Third World has 
issues of the times it indicates that t wers need not always 
control over its own affairs. But the sUP. Jlrable potential for thc 
have their own way. There exists const - (ernational relations. 
Third World to become a major factor i majority of the 
The nations of the Third World repress the corridors Of 
people of the globe. Their exclusion‘ . of the Third Wor|d 
international power is only due to the in 
to speak with one voice. . two superpowers it js

To end the era of a world divided y geyjqavik provides a 
necessary for the Third World to act as on • pursuit of a
compelling argument for Third World -t thC ability of the 
serious Third World-oriented diplomacy ca superpowers. The 1
Soviet Union and the United States to act (he Non-Aligned ,
basis for such diplomacy already e.xis ■
Movement. • en 3n active edge the

If this movement is firmed up and S’ jronjcally. despite its 
world will become a safer place for us • . a more positive 
present weakness the Third World ca" wers- A united, self, 
contribution to peace than the two sUPtJ^n where Moscow and 
assertive Third World can create a situa<. maniiy does not need 
Washington can.no longer run the worl . s wbere relations are 
superpowers. It needs a community ot n 
guided by mutual respect and friendship-
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Telephone calls of other Kenyans.

He said “Ngugi wa Thion- 
► a 

-r-v ...---------- vag-

The fuss over exiles
Our correspondent in Nairobi describes the mud-slinging exercise which the

months ago, neighbouring Tanzania Il,eir •nothe'T'^"5 ln exile "who talk 1,1 °f 
apers reported that a group of K. CQ*ardlv.nd abroad” as a bunch of 

Vnil .L Minnis and rsnrtnWtantrfe U/hnmyou shouljj^als.?nd opportunists whom 
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nyans, mainly University of Nairobi stu­
dents, went to the Dar es Salaam UNHCR 
offices for the same purpose, after the 
Government of President Hassan Mwinyi 
had turned down their requests.

During the press club luncheon, Premier 
Kisekka told his audience, including 
Nairobi-based foreign journalists, that his 
country would not allow Kenyan refugees 
to destabilise Kenya. Kenya’s relations 
with Uganda were historically so important 
that any attempt by misguided individuals 
to attack Kenya from Ugandan soil would 
be resisted.

XXThile neighbouring Uganda still has
V V thousands of self-exiled politicians 

and “criminals” in Kenya and in other 
«*■— 3 a|so has a handful offoreign lands, Kenya 

the same ilk in exile.
The latest to announce that he left his 

motherland over a month ago, is the fiery 
politician from the Rift Valley Province, 
Koigi wa Wamwere, a former political 
detainee and Member of parliament for 
Nakuru West in the same province. He 
now lives in Oslo, Norway.

The announcement by Koigi, as he is 
popularly called by his friends and foes, 
came hardly a month after Kenyans began 
to wonder about the whereabouts of the — ~
runaway MP for Nairobi’s Mathare Valley g’o is nothing more than 
Ngnumbauency’ Mr Andrew Kimani so-called intellectual vak- 

------ abond riding on the backs ^scm' 
nf nfhpr Kpnvanc ” «fc,OnS

Koigi telephoned friends, the police, and 
newspaper offices, and later was heard on 
the British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) saying that he had left in fear of his 
life. He wrote a long letter to local dailies 
and weeklies explaining the reasons for his 
desparate departure.

In his interviews with the locals, Koigi 
claimed that he left for Europe legally, 
through the Jomo Kenyatta International 
Airport in Nairobi. Other sources claim 
that like Ngumba, he fled the country 
through Uganda’s Entebbe Airport, with­
out having gone through Nairobi.
42

It is said that Koigi was among fiVP 
Kenyans who approached the United Na 
tions High Commission for Refur 
(UNHCR) offices in Kampala, seekinS 
countries that could offer them asylum8 
Two of them were accepted in Norway 
while the other three went to Sweden

It is not certain who the other Kenyan- 
are, but it is the second time this year tf 
runnaway Kenyans have been reported to 
have sought asylum from UNHCR offices 
Three mr,n^c aor* -r-
newspapers reports

Security at borders
Meanwhile security along the Ugandan- 

Kenyan border has been tightened in the 
last three months. Travellers from both 
sides of the long border are carefully 
screened. Those without proper identifica­
tion are turned away.

The news that Koigi had fled the country 
took most Kenyans, including his closest 
nends, by surprise. Nobody knew that he 
ad been hounded by security officials 

s,nce he came out of detention about two 
years ago.

Ngumba, who wrote to two dailies from 
Hasels. Belgium, that he had gone on “a 

I up directors 
souUhTk°ank'n8 inst,tutions’ *s stiH. being 

A few weeks ago, Uganda’s vkit;™, cniif byrtbc Pobce in connection with the 
Prime Minister, Dr Samson Kisekka told a tbc ^Ura* Urban Credit Finance
packed Kenya Press club, luncheon in N °f which he was chairman. 
Nairobi that Koigi did not pass thronoh hie f1!, a disappeared after learning that 
Uganda. 8 those6 fdirectors at Rural Urban and

Some reports claim that both Ngumhn akn °n e Continental Group, which has 
Koigi left on different days aboard the nr apsed’ were being rounded up by 

•dinavian airlines, but the local Sinr .5?
»ers of the SAS have denied the now K • d,SapPearances of Ngumba and 

t was Sabena Airlines Presid<.°18 x government officials, including 
myans out of Entebbe attaeVe Moi’ have been making scathing 

- Airport, after the two had travelled to the —l^gainst runaway Kenyans.
Ugandan capital. —----------—-------------------

Thiong’o accused
in New°v b<i most recent attacks was made 
Affair^ e?- b^ lbe Minister for Foreign 
a sessinr, "lah Mwangale, while attending 
A Nv°fJhe United Nations General 
,|«onB’0yw?e1.callcd novelist Ngugi wa 
often mil "° ,vcs ’n London in exile and 
Europe S tnps to thc United States and 
country tr»a VaSabond who goes from 
the Pui J J°rUntry to seH his books under 

Speakmv '8h!in8 for
most of th hundreds of Kenyans — 
cused thp 01 Students ~ Mwangale ac- 
detainee of ?.Vrit®r ,and former political 
name to m->L cap*tabs*ng on Kenya's good 
Thiong'o k t?oney-” He said “Ngugi wa 
'"’“"cctuai nolhlnS more than a so-called 

-•her rj^bond riding on the backs 
a°d other n^ans ” He described Ngugi 

_ enyans in "mkn miL ill of

Jgumba disappet 
fellow directors

in iiauuui uudviiuud mu iiiuu aiuignig UAUlCISu WniCll the Bni 1 • ■•v.sv iv uv, W
government is directing at exiles ranging from Koigi wa Wamwere to Ngugi mission" a^er'polinrounde^up

s ago, Uganda’s visiting 
c°mPanv. ofwi

».oigi did not — - -

:ports claim that 
and Koigi left on 
Scandinavian airline;

. manage 
claim. Others say it 
which took the Ken
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Kenya

Priest rebukes the elite
Our correspondent reports on the Rev Timothy Njoya’s. outspoken 
attack on corruption and the oppression of the people.

Dr Njoya said churches and similar 
organisations should speak out for the 
neglected and the down-trodden: "Our 
church agents, like the UCCK and AACC. 
World Vision and World Council of Chur­
ches are in the world to help the prosper­
ous Christians share their resources with 
refugees, the hungry, the needy, the sick 
and those alienated by their community so 
that they can share God’s justice in the 
world . . . The wicked think of prosperity 
as being one of the ten millionaires in the 
sea of twenty million people plagued by 
poverty, disease and ignorance, while the 
righteous think of prosperity as a healthy 
community.”

He accused the Voice of Kenya of bias, 
reporting only what politicians say about 
pastors but refusing to report what the 
pastors said in reply. He said the Kenya 
Times should cover pastors as extensively 
as it covers politicians.

"It happens that Church members are

rphe Reverend Dr Timothy Njoya of the 
IL Presbyterian Church of East Africa 

recently called for a country-wide debate 
to discuss Kenya’s future.

He said: "What remains is for the 
Government to do as God did. Call a 
baraza and invite all dissidents, deserters, 
malcontents, critics, fugitives, drop-outs 
and anyone with a grievance or complaint 
to attend and say what they think is wrong 
with the system.”

Dr Njoya was preaching at St Andrew’s 
Church. Nairobi, after he resumed duties 
following one month's leave.

He told the packed church that it is 
dangerous for the country to believe that 
the vast majority of the people agree with 
everything.

also taxpayers and should not be der 
any rights or opportunities given to cians and others in society, as the VOlc ,t|- 
Kenya has tried to do ... In fact, the voice of Kenya is found neither arnon*^ 
clerics nor politicians, but among.st 
people, everybody with a mouth to e 
and a pen to write ... Let everybody??** 
discriminates against the church or pc 
cutes preachers by denying them rights say, as Hitler said when he beCa C’r 
anti-clenc. ’Christians are insignifiCJn. ?v 

tic people’."
Prayers for Odinga, Njonjo

He said the church is loyal to onlv person: God. "Instead of pleading lov°1n<: 
to earthly rulers, it should plead with th . ' 
to soften their hearts and get reconc f01 
with one another. 1 ed

"If the church cannot plead for the n 
oppressed, hungry, marginalised, cannot plead for those ostracised f *l 
politics like Oginga Odinga, Charles J*/0*11 
jo and others, it has no reason to ev J°n.' 
the reverend said. ’ 51 • ’

The pastor hailed President Moi’s a it’ in ruling that civil senants shoiildC '°n 
produce KANU cards before entering n?01 

in Karyuki and said that ,ln cir 
hold elections close to .J°n lneir

ants are living in. He said it is false security 
to say Kenya is wealthy.

He said the goods and services as per 
GNP may be there, but there are hungry 
and sick people in the country. This false 
security has led bankers, lawyers and other 
people to steal the money entrusted to 
them by poor people.

The wealth of a society or individual is 
’not measured by the number of cars, 
houses and farms an individual has but by 
the health and education of the people. 
"God’s patience with the wicked allows 
them time to repent, but instead they take 
advantage of the patience as licence to 
continue exploiting the nation, depriving it 
of the health toResist Babylon."

The .so-called prosperous end up 
corrupting the nation "like the bankers 
have done, and like the doctors and 
lawyers who price their services beyond 
what the average Kenyan can afford."

The preacher said every Kenyan has a 
right to enter into a debate on the Bible, 
the national constitution. ANU manifesto, 
the Session Papers and important laws. 

•"Every Kenyan child has a right to receive 
answers concerning how his family, school 
and country was formed and is being 
governed, so that he can develop a reason­
able rather than mystical loyalty and 
patriotism," he said.

It was dehumanising that leaders refused 
to engage in democratic debates. He said 
people have minds and must use them.

Dr Njoya based his sermon on the 
biblical teaching in the book of Habakuk, 
chapters one and two. He said these 
teachings illustrate "God’s willingness to 
engage in this democratic debate with 
Habakuk that revealed the wisdom behind 
his justice People understood why God 
uses sinners to punish his children when 
they commit sin and why he appears to 
bless the wicked more than the righteous.”

The preacher posed two questions to the 
congregation. "Why docs it appear that 
God makes the unrighteous and the wicked 
prosperous? And why did he use Babylo­
nians, sinners, to punish his own chosen 
people, the Children of Israel?"

He continued: “If God is just, why 
should he not bless the righteous so that 
they prosper? What kind of justice is this?”

He drew parrallels between the Children 
of Israel and Kenya to show how this 
country has strayed.

According to Habakuk, God called all 
the critics, the malcontents, the fugitives, 
and asked them to pose their questions. 
"He answered them all,” the preacher 
said. He cited the case of the prodigal son 
and his father, and the shepherd who lost 
one sheep. The father did not say that the 
prodigal son does not matter. He said the 
shepherd left the 99 sheep to go and look 
for the lost one.

The wealthy in Israel had a false sense of 
security and had taken advantage of God’s 
patience. In Kenya, said Rev Njoya, the 
wealth of the country should be seen in the 
health of all its citizens. 1 ie said he went to 
Kibera and was shocked by the squ; 
unsanitary conditions the 100,000 
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threatening to stop recruiting Mozambican mine workers.

external to South Africa, and they forget 
that practically the whole world, including 
many South African establishment figures 
and businessmen, understand perfectly 
that the causes of subversion are internal.” 
Claims that Mozambique was to blame for 
violence inside South Africa were ridicul­
ous, he added.

The US ambassador to Maputo said, 
‘‘Obviously the United States Government 
rejects any threat against any frontline 
state.” A spokesman for the British em­
bassy said that he found Gen Malan’s 
words ‘‘very disturbing.”

I > c
I

Mozambique

More threats from Pretoria
South Africa has repeatedly violated the 1984 Nkomati Accord 
now tu-------- ‘ „
J^ollowing a land-mine explosion in the 
IT Kangwane Bantustan on 6 October in 
which six South African soldiers were 
injured, the South African Defence Minis­
ter, General Magnus Malan, launched a 
verbal assault on the Mozambican Govern­
ment.

Declaring that the Nkomati Accord 
(signed between Mozambique and South 
Africa in March 1984) and land-mines 
“cannot exist side by side.” he threatened: 
“If President Machel chooses land-mines, 
South Africa will react accordingly.” Ma­
lan said, “South Africa can no longer 
afford to be caught in a grip between the 
two super-powers, namely in an economic 
war from America on the one hand and a 
revolutionary war from the Soviet Union 
on the other.”

Mozambique had to realise this, he 
claimed, and if President Machel “allows a 
Moscow-inspired revolutionary war against 
South Africa he must also be prepared to 
take the responsibility, if he chooses 
terrorism and revolution, he will clash 
head on with South Africa.”

Other claims

From 1908 until 1976, there were never 
less than 80,000 Mozambicans in the South 
African mines in any one year, and in 1975. 
the year of Mozambique’s independence, 
there were 118,000. Faced with an inde­
pendent Mozambique, South Africa took 
measures to damage the country’s 
economy, and one was a sharp reduction in 
the number of Mozambicans recruited for 
the mines.

South Africa has employed another 
sanction against Mozambique, reducing its 
use of the port of Maputo from a total of 
6.8m tonnes of freight in 1973 to 4.3m 
tonnes in 1979 and only 950,000 tonnes in 
1985. Diversion of cargo was selective — 
high value, high tariff cargo was moved to 
South African ports, for example ship­
ments of steel were stopped in 1982, and 
the volume of chrome moved through 
Maputo was more than halved in the years 
1980-82. Only shipments of coal, a very 
low tariff cargo, were increased, and it now 
constitutes the bulk of South African cargo 
shipped via Maputo.

Thus the current threat to end migrant 
labour from Mozambique is the latest 
development of a continuous policy by 
South Africa to damage the Mozambican 
economy that goes back at least ten years, 
and has been accompanied since 1980 by 
destabilisation through the armed banditry 
of the MNR.

President Samora Machel
On 8 October the Pretoria Government 

issued an announcement signed by four 
ministers to the effect that South Africa 
had informed the Mozambican Govern­
ment that “no further recruitment of 
workers from Mozambique will be allowed 
as from today as a result of the activities of 
the African National Congress and the 
South African Communist Party who are 
responsible for the continuing deteriorat­
ing security situation on the common 
border." The statement repeated the alle­
gation of Mozambican involvement in 
“recent incidents.”

The Pretoria Government had asked 
South African mine companies “to cease 
with immedaite effect to recruit and em­
ploy any further Mozambican workers and 
to endeavour to employ South African 
workers.” Mozambicans currently on the 
mines with valid work permits would “be 
allowed to complete their period of ser­
vice, after which they will have to return to 
Mozambique and will not be allowed to re­
enter South Africa ”

Malan went on to claim that South 
Africa still stood for peace and concilia­
tion, and suggested that the region should 
be declared “a neutral zone with no 
military access for the United States and 
Russia."

He then complained of an alleged 
Mozambican “propaganda campaign 
against South Africa.” Without giving 
examples, he charged that “propaganda 
from within Mozambique has still got a lot 
of subversive messages against South 
Africa.” “Against this background it is not 
uncommon that terrorist activities still take 
place across the border from within 
Mozambique.” He offered no evidence to 
substantiate either this allegation or the 
insinuation of a Mozambican connection 
with the latest land-mine incident.

An official Mozambican source said that 
Gen Malan’s threat was “an attempt by 
Pretoria to evade its responsibility for the 
non-implemcntation of the Nkomati 
Accord." South Africa had “never given 
any satisfactory explanation for the revela­
tions contained in the Gorongosa docu­
ments" published in September 1985 which 
showed “that South Africa has never 
honoured the Nkomati Accord."

Prof Aquino de Braganqa, head of the 
Centre of African Studies at the Eduardo 
Mondane University in Maputo com­
mented that “those in power in South 
Africa push the theory that subversion is 
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 1986
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The list n-;n be made public at the May 
session of the board which will then chose a 
sazle candidate to be presented for elec­
tion to the UNESCO general conference 
the following November. Already, several 
names are being bandied about as possible 
successor.

Among the names already being mooted 
are Prince Sadruddin Aga Khan, a former 
UN High Commissioner for Refugees; 
Egyptian Foreign Minister. Boutros Ghali; 
Uruguayan Foreign Minister, Enrique Ig­
lesias; former Australian Foreign Minister. 
Gough Whitlam; Finnish Prime Minister 
Kalevi Sorsa who reportedly has the back­
ing of the Soviet Union. The Uruguayan is 
reportedly the most favoured but his 
chances would be thin ideed if Mr Peres de 
Cuellar is reconfirmed as UN secretary 
general. This is because it is unlikely that 
two South Americans will get the required 
mandate to head two key international 
agencies at the same time.

Whoever takes over the mantle of 
leadership will still have to reckon with 
Third World sensibilities. As M’Bow in­
sisted when making his surprise announce­
ment. no director general could be 
appointed "if the Third World, and in 
particular Africa, does not want him." 
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impose 
will.

Even before the US pulled out. one 
senior official of me US National Com­
mittee for UNESCO. Mr Samuel de 
Palme, had revealed to the press that the 
decision to withdraw from UNESCO had 
been made bv "2 verv small zroup m the 
White House' and State De^nmem for 
ideological reasons." His Co-mmissltm. was 
established is .
members represent a ^zt.e zznze of 
American ccltura s.-m mademfc organisa­
tions. This mmmjKii'.e ..•.ued 2 report 
opposing the administration's
decision to p-.„ -.’-.r v me unequivocal 
declaration. ‘ 'Ae are trx arguing that 
there is no need for reforms. . . 
but leaving the organisa’uon » no: the way 
to achieve them, particularly when just 
about every American body which has 
anything to do with UNESCO is opposed 
to the move."

The American suspicion that M’Bow is 
irredeemably anti-West was reinforced 
when the UNESCO boss enthusiastically 
endorsed a radical concept of a new world 
information order. M’Bow and his col­
leagues at the world body sought to break 
the unhealthy monopoly which for the past 
half a century has left the distribution of 80 

cent of the world’s news to the whims 
caprices of only four or five news 

"cies. M'Bow has also repeatedly said
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In Guinea, however. where action to 
p'Otect human rights had seemed likely at 
the start of the year, several people were 
reported to have been secretly executed in 
response to a coup attempt.

The death penalty remained a major 
concern. Death sentances or executions 
were ■ reported from 18 countries. In 
Nigeria more than 140 people were sent­
enced to death. In Ghana public tribunals 
imposed 58 death sentences. A high rate of 
executions was reported from South 
Africa, ’ ' . —
hanging 
excccc

where there were at least 137 
ings, and Somalia, where the total 
:ded 100. More than 150 people were 

reported to be awaiting execution in Kenya 
at the end of 1985.

Asia
In Sri Lanka, Afghanistan and the Philippi­
nes (under the rule of President Marcos in 
1985) troops and government security 
forces killed hundreds of non-combatant 
civilians. .

rAuuicaiy iiiicnuiiionai Report lor 1986 dotumvnU th«; gull between 
human rights and their performance in this regard during 1985. Our special corr«»p<-’'*' 
contents below.

A mensty International’s 386-page 
2V. re port covering the calender year 1985 prot 
contains entries on 128 countries, docu- the 
menting killings, torture, detention with­
out trial and abuses including imprison­
ment of people for expressing their opin­
ions.

The absence of an entry on any country 
does not mean there were no human rights 
problems there, but rather that informa­
tion was not available when the report 
went to press.

Amnesty International numbers more 
than 500,000 members and subscribers in 
over 150 countries, with more than 3,600 
local Amnesty groups in 60 countries. 
Members work for the release of prisoners 
of conscience or prisoners who are in 
imminent danger of torture or execution.
Africa
Thousands of people were detained with­
out trial in Africa in 1985, many as a result 
of non-violent criticism or opposition to 
government policies.

In South Africa the imposition of a state 
of emergency in some areas brought a 
dramatic increase in political arrests. De­
tention without trial was closely associated 
with reports of torture and ill-treatment of 
prisoners, some of whom died in custody.

Torture and abuse of prisoners were 
widely reported from Uganda both under 
the government of President Milton Obote 
and the military-led administration which 
briefly succeeded it in 1985.

Deaths in detention as a result of torture 
or ill-treatment were also reported from a 
number of other countries, including Bur­
kina Faso, Comoros, Namibia and Togo. 
In Zimbabwe many people detained after 
elections were reported to have been 
tortured.

There was positive action to restore or 
protect human rights in a number of 
countries, though sometimes only after 
abuses had been reported. In Sudan the 
year began with the public execution of 
Mahmoud Mohamed Taha, a 76-year-old 
prisoner of conscience whose trial had 
been grossly unfair. Within months, how­
ever, after the overthrow of the govern­
ment. political prisoners were released, 
court-ordered amputations suspended and 
alleged torturers prosecuted.

After a military coup in Nigeria in 
August, prisoners of conscience were freed 
and there was a marked reduction in the 
use of the death penalty. In Rwanda 
former officials were prosecuted in connec­
tion with the secret killings of political 
prisoners.
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBI-R 1986

Imprisonment and torture of hundreds 
of government critics was reported in 
Bangladesh, South Korea. Nepal. Pakistan 
and India.

Members of religious communities were 
imprisoned: Muslim activists in Indonesia. 
Christians in Nepal, the Ahmadiyya in 
Pakistan. Buddhists in Viet Nam. Roman 
Catholics and Tibetan Buddhists in China.

Europe
During 1985 there were at least bOO 
prisoners of conscience in the USSR: some 
200 in Poland; several hundred were 

g the thousands of political prisoners 
irkey where torture was reported.

Most of the 200 in the German Denu»cralic 
Republic were would-be emigrants. Others 
were reported held in Romania, Albania, 
Hungary and Czechoslovakia.

Conscientious objectors to military sei 
vice were imprisoned by the governments 
of the Federal Republic of Germany.

Finland. Han-jc. GDR Greece. Hungary, 
luh . Norway. Poland Switzerland.

Allegations of torture of prisoners came 
from countries including Albania. Bul­
garia, Ireland. Italy. Malta. Poland, 
Romania and Yugoslavia.

Movement towards total abolition of the 
death penalty gained momentum in West­
ern Europe.'A bill was introduced in the 
Irish Parliament to remove the death 
penalty for all offences.

For the first time in the 1980s there were 
no executions in Turkey, although 108 new 
death sentences were announced.

The Middle East
There were at least 470 executions in Iran, 
and a disturbing increase to 45 in Saudi 
Arabia. Reports of torture of detainees 
were received from Syria, Kuwait, Israel. 
Lebanon. Libya and Iraq.

Libyan officials renewed calls for “physi­
cal liquidation” of political oponents and 
there were attempts on the li”es of Libyan 
citizens living abroad.

In at least 15 countries in the Middle 
East prisoners of conscience are being 
held.

The Americas
Uruguay and Brazil returned to civilian 
rule after 11 and 21 years respectively of 
abuses still continue to be received. In 
Argentina the trial began of nine military 
commanders charged with killing 
thousands of people between 1976 and 
1982. and efforts continued to trace some 
1(X) missing orphaned children.

In El Salvador and Guatemala arbitrary 
arrests, torture and killings by the military 
and paramilitary appeared to be more 
selectively directed against opponents of 
the government than was the case previ­
ously: trades unionists, human rights work­
ers and those helping refugees were the 
targets. In the LISA people were put on 
trial for helping Salvadorian and Guatema­
lan refugees enter the country when depor­
tation would have meant facing torture and 
death.

In Honduras anti-government irregular 
forces have carried out torture and assassi­
nations, apparently with assistance from 
the USA.

Political killings increased in Colombia, 
Peru and Chile Abuses and torture rose in 
Ecuador and were reported in Mexico. The 
use of the death penalty rose in the 
Caribbean. In Cuba some long-term politi­
cal prisoners weir released, but about 300 
are Mill beuig held.
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Medicine has known for several years of a successful treatment for osteoporosis, the disease that leaves elderly 
people stooped and their bones brittle. Unfortunately, it costs too much. A Canadian genetic engineer has 
found a way to lower the cost and Francis Harawa reports from Ottawa that it could be of benefit to millions of 
sufferers.
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/Canadian genetic engineer Dr Wing 
VzSung says he has synthesised the 
human hormone that could aim treatment 
of osteoporosis, the degenerative bone 
disease that results in brittle bones in older 
people.

The hormone, f 
shown in an expert 
only to prevent tl 
cure it.

The problem was that PTH was expen­
sive to produce chemically and in 
extremely short supply. Sung’s success in 
synthesising the hormone will make large 

i quantities available relatively cheaply for 
extensive clinical trials.
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Clinical tests were discontinued because 
of the prohibitive cost of the hormone. 
However, the trial showed that PTH not 
only stopped osteoporosis, but could re­
store lost bone mass.

Before the patients received the treat­
ment doctors studied their bones and 
ound cavities in the inner bone. After the 
xPenment, they found that new normal 
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teoporosis affects 60 per cent of women 
over 60 and 35 per cent of men over 65. A 
number of methods are used to treat the

I disease, but none so far have been able to 
I cure it. 
I One method involves hormone injec­

tions. Women who have reached 
j menopause are injected once a month with 
j estrogen or calcitonin. The hormones slow 
I down bone loss, but cannot replace the lost 
/ bone mass. 
/ Other medical researchers have been 
/ using the tooth and bone-strengthening 
/ chemical, sodium fluoride. But, says Sung, , 
/ the dosage required to treat osteoporosis is 
I almost lethal. More experiments are 
/ necessary. ‘
/ A third method is aimed at prevention 
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rather than treatment. Two years ago the 
US National Institute of health recom­
mended people consume at least 1,000 
miligrams of calcium a day — equivalent to 
three glasses of milk. The suggestion was 
that any less calcium could aid develop­
ment of osteoporosis.

Lawrence Riggs of the Mayo Clinic says 
to that advertisers are way ahead of the 

scientific evidence. He adds that the 
panel’s evidence may have been prema­
ture.

Michael Parfitt of Henry Ford Hospital 
says that the calcium advice "was based on 
what was at best tenuous evidence that the 
mineral might help, coupled with the 

iys Sung, 37, who has been with the reasoning that, at worst, it would do no 
onal Research Council’s biological sci- harm.”

Richard Mazess points out that a C ’ 
calcium intake can lead to kidney stonesln 
susceptible people and that calcium supple­
ments cut off vitamin D, which is 
for the cellular activation of bone cells.

shown 
slow

itamin D, which is necessary wh,’ch 
’ activation nf 3

A number of studies have also s 
that weight-bearing exercises can 
bone loss. Smoking doubles a person’s 
risks, as does drinking as few as two 
alcoholic drinks a day.

However, Riggs notes that i 
evidence indicating * 
childhood and z  
pick bone mass in adulthood. The
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six 
two

preventative 
rtaken at the

••*2*1 Commissioners and not health offi­
cials. Their report claims that the central 

African countries hardest hit 
by AIDS have little means of controlling its 
spread. Rut. significantly, they fail to 
mention him many are infected.

The British also point to the many 
specialists who believe the killer disease 
originated in Central Africa, though this 
has not been substantiated. If. as the British 

goes, “the evidence of AIDS in 
il .Africa is well known,” how is that 

reconciled with the very high prevalence of

Some government officials have1 
expressed the view that the compulsurv 
AIDS checks for African visitors to Britain 

far outstripped by America, where will almost certainly not he introduced

>und control 
e beginning of the cro, 

’ ’»y August. I...
spraying 

crops by aircraft and ___  r._
i September and will conclude

Anti-locust campaign continues
Qince the head of the Food and Agricul­
tural Organisation (FAO), Edward 
Souma, made his first appeal for inter­
national aid to combat the locust and 
grasshopper scourge which has hit parts of 
Africa. US$35m has been contributed. 
US$23m is to go to West Africa alone, and 
the most immediate concern here and 
elsewhere is to save ripening crops and to 
reduce the threat to next year's harvests.

In West Africa grasshoppers have 
caused damage in all the Sahelian countries 
except for Cape Verde, with Mali. Senegal 
and Chad being the most seriously 
affected. The first phase of the campaign, 
involving ground control measures, began 
in June at the beginning of the crop season 
and was completed by August. Phase two. 
involving intensive spraying to protect 
ripening crops by aircraft and helicopters, 
began in September and will conclude in 
mid-Octobcr.

Some 800.000 hectares have been 
covered, though the extent of damage will 
only be known by the end of the month. 
The need for more control operations in 
1987 will depend on the number of eges 
laid at the end of the season. Therefore. 
Je niY slcP ,n November and

...uc egg den- 
possible 1987

December will be to determine 
sitics in preparation for a 
campaign

In Eastern and Central Africa heavy 
infestations of three species of locusts 
(Red. Desert and African Migratory) 
appeared in 1985-86. creating the potential 
for rapid development of a major plague 
this year. High-risk areas of greatest con­
cern include the Horn of Africa, northern 
Ethiopia, eastern and central Sudan, Tan­
zania and Zambia In July and August 
Desert Locust swarms were reported m 
Eritrea and along the Red Sea Coast in 
Ethiopia, and bands invaded eastern Su­
dan. Red Locust swarms appeared in 
Tanzania in June and in Zambia as recently 
as last month. However, rainfall in August 
and September in Sudan was below normal 
and affected breeding, and | 
control measures were under! 
earliest signs of infestation.

As a result, the most recent assessment 
is that large-scale swarms of African mig­
ratory and desert locusts may not develop 
and the area of infestation in Ethiopia and 
Sudan will probably remain limited. How­
ever, continued vigilance is required since 
breeding is so rapid that a major upsurge 
can develop in just one season Likewise, 
the Red Locust is now largely under 
control but will require continued monitor­
ing. Therefore, a medium-level campaign 
is expected to continue in the region until 
the end of the year, and 1987 operations 
will depend on these developments.
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in mid-September and will continue to the 
middle of this month -

In Ethiopia, high density breeding of 
Desert Locust occured in Eritrea 
swarms were reported in July-August. but 
the extent of infestation cculd not be 
confirmed by survey s for security reason 
Preventative control measures were taken 
to limit infestations.

In Mali, hatchings, hoppers and adu^ 
have been observed in densities of between 
30 and 55 per square metre over more than 
half a million hectares. Aena! spraying 
began at the end of August. A founh 
generation of grasshoppers is expected to 
cause continued damage in northern Mali 
until control operations end in mid­

October.In Senegal, there have been some 
reports of infestations. Further damage 
could take place, but on a reduced scale 
Monitoring and control will continue.

In Sudan, the situation is complicated by 
the appearance of two types of locust 
(Desert and African Migratory) antj 
medium-high density infestations of grass­
hoppers. Bands of Desert Locusts marched 
into Kassala province from Eritrea. Con­
trol operations began last month, and 90 
per cent of the infested area has been 
covered. African Migratory Locust 
hoppers were reported from three 
localities totalling 10,400 hectares Less 
heavy infestations than occurred m 19.S5 
are now expected this year due to effective 
control measures and below-average rains 
in the East-Central grasslands. Regarding 
grasshoppers, very high density infesta­
tions arc reported from Central Darfur

In southern Africa the most dangerous 
threat from locusts is now to be found in 
Botswana, where a plague of Brown Lo­
custs is now entering its second year. 
Breeding began unusually early last month 
as temperatures rose, and Swaziland could 
be invaded if swarms arc not held in check. 
Botswana prevented crop damage this year 
by launching an effective control campaign 
early with FAO aid. Preparations for a 
second , campaign are beginning and will 
last until next May or June. Eggs of the 
Brown Locust can survive in the soil 
without hatching for several years, and a 
new generation can be produced every j 
weeks. Therefore it will probably take tv 
to three years to bring the situation in the 
region under control.

In Botswana itself, large areas in the 
southern third of the country are likely to 
become infested by Brown Locusts as eggs 
hatch this month. The government is 
planning to set up ten ground teams with 
five vehicles each for a campaign .scheduled 
to begin November 1.

In Chad, the worst affected West 
African country, the situation is worsening 
as grasshoppers move into food crops. The 
area estimated to need aerial treatment has 
tripled to 160,000 hectars Heavy local 
damage to maize is reported around 
Koumra in the Sudanian zone, and there 
are reports of 100 per cent damage to 
individual fields in the eastern part of the 
country. Aerial spraying operations began 

Britain’s ‘racist’ AIDS test 
/^>nly weeks after introducing controver- tests have provoked disagreement.
V-r sial visa requirements for visitors from The UK source of evidence of AIDS in 
two African Commonwealth countries. Africa is monitoring carried out by British 
Nigeria and Ghana, the British Govern- High ~ 
nient has become embroiled in another row. cials.

It has been sparked off by its proposals to and southern 
screen all visitors from Uganda, Zambia I 
and Tanzania, also members of the Com- spread, 
monwealth, for the deadly virus AIDS.

The proposals are being widely inter­
preted in African diplomatic circles as a 
retaliatory measure against those countries 
who participated in the boycott of the 
Commonwealth Games following Britain’s claim ; 
refusal to consider sanctions against South Central 
Africa.

But another ulterior motive is to pin the the disease in Europe and in America? 
origin of AIDS on Africa. Although a 
number of African countries have ex­
perienced a number of deaths from AIDS, 
they are f 
figures have reached epidemic proportions.. because they are impractical.
Yet the British Government has no plans to At present only Tanzania has voiced its 
screen the many Americans visiting the reaction so far. The government is 
country. threatening to submit British visitors to

Even among British Government officials screening for the AIDS virus if the pro- 
themselves plans for the compulsory AIDS posals go ahead.
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Prisoners swapped
ITALY has freed three impris­
oned Libyans in exchange foi 
four Italians released by the

Nguema reshuffles
iang Nguema 
his

years) as public works and hous­
ing minister.

oost of minister of
I administration and 

national security has 
Monsuy 
combine 
of deputy prii

followed by trips to 
lany and Britain. Mr 

aS been invited to the 
Parliament, based in 

by a group of con- 
xliamentarians. 
’olan Embassy 
j that as a result

1984 with° the
a bloodless milita^

dore Steve Obimpe, secretary pppcmc 
for agriculture and chairman the ^MDENT Reagan t_„ ‘ 
National Mobilisation Pro- ^cnbed as “courageous”, Presi- 
gramme, noted that the South ent Samuel Doe’s recent 
Korean Government has also for;the United States at
donated drugs and stationery to e Non’Alipnpd 
be used in rural hospitals and 
schools.

igola and the three 
..fr Savimbi’s guerilla 

has been receiving aid 
he United States after he 

ier this

Visa retaliation
FRENCH citizens visiting 
Algeria will need visas after a 
French decision announced re­
cently to demand visas from 
visitors from Tunisia, Algeria 
and Morocco.

France had imposed visa re­
quirements on all foreigners ex­
cept those from the European 
Community and Switzerland. 
The measure was originally sus­
pended for the three North i««u,uuu 
African countries, which to- National 
gether have more than 1.5 mil­
lion emigrants living in France.

•^en.0 SeCret executions ine
cape veroe vy = --7 AN unspecified number of more opportun;
the Minister for spec'" . hava members of the former Sekou Liberians.
Air Vice Marshall tsna,
50

Racist attack 
imminent
THE frontline states have 
expressed strong fears that the 
racist minority regime in South 
Africa plans to embark on a 
generalised war in southern 
Africa with its first target being 
the overthrow of the govern­
ment of President Samora 
Machel of Mozambique.

Disclosing this at the conclu­
sion of a one day summit in 
Maputo, leaders of the six states 
darned that South African for- 

west tradv ----, « m kCS are concentrated along the
some ministers. Hilario Nsue countries’ h , •n of our two borders with Mozambique and 
Alene has entered cabinet as tjons .. p. "*![Onc friendly rela Zimbabwe and that commando 
planning and economic develop- in Harare th Doe had said l*nits have 1x5611 infiltrated into 
---- - -inicpr thnc rf.nHi-.-na understand - Je 000,11 not Mozambique to cany out acts of 

African many terrorism.
US With one han'a co"dernn the k.Tbe current threat to Mozam- Srsi.rsl R 

. • threatened openly, to “react
Anti-alien dri^r, accordingly" to alleged ANC 
THE Li hr • e ttridties. Secondly, the South
labour has Inan ministry nf u/r,can decision to expel 
tion Libi auncbed an "oL°f Mozambican migrant workers 
scheme which" ab°U'd deP™ Mozambique of
seek and prortkClai"=d ^out 50 million US dollars a 
Liberians pm iCt tbe interest nf ^ear- These remittances 
public and nril°yCd in bo|h the MC0Un,ed for a third of all 
chairman of th'' scc,°rs. The e Ozambi(luc's foreign exchange 
Stephen KoliJ? sch«»e, M 'arn!n8s ’ast year. Third, there 
saying that the <)uoted as Afri b'E offensive bY ,b,: 
identify aliens /Xercise woukt lv,fncan financed rebels of the

errorist campaign against 
afRIcanN concord 23 October >986

Toure regime have reportedly 
been executed on the night of 4 
July this year in the presence of 
several government ministers, 
the political monthly magazine, 
Africa has reported.

Quoting reliable sources
Libyai'Government. ' 

followed the rn & executions The Libyans were serving 
Prime Minister Toum "Those se",ences af'er bein8 
ordered to be shot were re f°Und gT J - °" ' 
latives of Sekou Toure and in- compatriots in
brother Ismael'hkdn»nkS oalf The four Italians, two of them 

I spare ka’ bis dder Mother Amari and rCpOrtedly in Poor heal,h aft“

Cherie, both Sekou Toure’. mittec of the Red Cross plane’ 
lations by marriage. The S k deal f°H°wcd ,onS secret 
Toure Regime ended in A °-i nc8°tiafions amid improving re- 
1984 with the dpnrh P5’ lations between the two coun- 
dictator and a blooZ. ««■
takeover.

News Briefs ******* News Briefs ******* News Briefs ****
Shekari. The minister said that 
the government’s action was in 
keeping with her policy of com­
ing to the aid of sister African 
nations who are faced with se­
vere natural disasters.

ipe Verde has in recent 
s been affected by severe

>ught.

Savimbi’s European 
tour
JONAS Savimbi, leader of the 
South African financed 
National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola, is to 
visit France, West Germany and 
Britain and the European Parli­
ament.

He is to visit France on 23 
October, 
West Germ;
Savimbi has 
European F. 
Strasbourg. I, 
servative parliamei 

The Ange' 
Paris warned

Korean gift
THE Republic of Korea has 
presented 15 Kiamaster K2200 
buses, 44 cases of assorted: 
parts and 30 tyres valued at 
140,000 US dollars to the 
1'aikviio! Mobilisation Com­
mittee (NMC). The South 
Korean Ambassador in Ghana 
who did the presentation said 
his government recognised and 
appreciates efforts being made 
by the PNDC towards the 
Economic Recovery Pro­
gramme.

Receiving the gifts, Commo- Reagan praises Dap 
Jure Steve Obimpe, secretary PDCCm„„ _

WSgtt

ssSg-FS “friends stand up
and your (Doe) defen«h0°,h'r 

PRESIDENT Obiang Nguema doub^standlrd ?Eains> the 
>" has reshuffled his cabinet against “ dard >hat is used 

rauswm...------------ - following the July coup attempt Non-Alien.H „ any al|egedlv
the visit relations could suffer that resulted in the conviction of the b. 8 “-governments, is 
between Angola and the three some ministers. Hilario Nsue countries’ h^'"™ of our two 
countries. Mr Savimbi's guerilla A)ene has entered cabinet as tions." pjjm?n.c^1endly : 
group has been receiving aid planning and economic develop- »» '
from the United States after he ment ^nister, thus replacing 
visited Washington earlier this Marcos Mba Ondo who was 4>Mlwn 
year. imprisoned for two years and US with

— four months. Alejandro Ovono,
a former chairman of the oil 
company Total Guinea Ecuto- 

Nigerian aid rial, has replaced Mba Onaria
NIGERIA has sent relief (who was also jailed for two 
materials and cash worth over • -----' -■ v—-
200,000 US dollars to the Cape 
Verde Islands. . The pt

A statement issued in Lagos territorial 
said that the aid package is natiOnal s

was accompanied by a u.-, 
for 100,000 I'S dollars.

The materials were t _
Cape Verde by a team^ed Jt

.. _____z s gone to
y Andeme who will now 
ie the portfolio with that 
...—jme minister.



At the fourth

CROSS RATE (M N)

Currency

Putting heads together to ensure a successful

in the amount

to African Concord, 
the World Bank

3.5175 
5.0001 
0.5380 
1.7605 
2.1600 
1.5581 
0.0228

2nd Tier
Bid No. 3 Oct. 9

Bid No. 4
Oct. 16

3.9297
5.6588
0.6078
1.9907
2.4317
1.7622
0.0254

rate to 
:ly it is

Dollar 
Pound Sterling 
French Franc 
Deutsche Mark 
Swiss Franc 
Dutch Guider 
Japanese Ven

governor 
revealed

1.8064 
2.6001 
0.2791
0.9135
1.1171 
0.8084 
0.0117

Nimi Waribolco 
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1st Tier
Oct. 16

CONCORD BUSINESS FORUM 
SFEM:

to one American dollar. Twenty- 
nine banks offered bid rates that

October 
n with the

 market
fund by the revised guidelines and and *’’’ 
the increase in supply of fund to 
the market. The highest bid was 

ted for S2.4 
c, while the lowest bid was 
NMA which asked for SI 

at N3.3450 - slightly

starting three days after bidding 
and ending on Friday as 

Sonoiki also said that 
nowhere in the world does 
exchange rate become effective 
with three days lag. The usual 
practice is for new exchange i 
become effective immediatel 
determined.

The CBN governor in his 
address, revealed that 
533,263,761.52 or about 74.0 per

N4.0000 to a dollar. This was 
contrary to speculations that 
bank’s bid rates will hover around bank' 
the N3.4999 of last week as they he,Ped

transactions start from Monday 
and end on Friday. The change 
was announced by Mr. Sundas 
Sonoiki, CBN director of foreign 
operations.

Some bankers were against ihe 
sudden change arguing that given 
the present state of communication 
facilities, it is almost impossible 
for banks to communicate new 
rates at (he ending of bidding 
sessions to their branches before 
12.00 p.m. (bidding ends at about 
11.15 a.m.) scattered all over the 
country. To the bankers 

“ ’ replied that 
was effected at the 

some chief executives

revised guiu;!.!r.-„ ~.. G7ZM — 
about 30 or* sf the ZZ 
bidders, bidded for the three and 
five per cc“*. L.
guidelines. The total money 
for by all the banks at the biddit 
session was 93.55 million I 
dollars, as agair.s: X75.52: 
at the third bidding 
Bankers claimed that the 
in demand is a 
demand for funds by bank 
customers, and attracted by the 
seemingly low exchange rate of last 
week.

The high demand for fund 
spurred some banks to bid between 
N4.8000 (the highest bid) and

exchange rate of last hovered between N4.8000 and unrealistic. 
N4.000. nowhere

The exchange rate of the naira to cxchange r 
the dollar is converging at the rate wjth three 
predicted by the World Bank. The 
bank had projected that a Naira 
will exchange for 25 Cents during 
1986 and 1987 compared with 30 
Cents in 1985. The external value 
of the naira according to the bank 
will be 22 Cents in 1988, 18 Cents

said that the emphasis should not 
ig or

now because as in other 
exchange market where

jated, it is bound to
The business jjjj aJ

>, he said, should be country. -- — 
with the fact that the comment, Mr. Sonoiki r

inge was effect 
instance of

Naira slides again 
bidding last week the Naira lost its gains

'T'HE value of Naira depreciated 
* by 10.50 per cent of the fourth 

bidding session in the Second Tier 
Foreign Exchange Market (SFEM) 
last Thursday, against expectation 
of an appreciation over that of a 
forthnight ago. The US dollar will 
exchange for N3.9101 this week as 
against N3.4999 last week. In real 
terms the value of the Naira has 
fallen from 28.57 American Cents 
last week to 25.57 American Cents 
this week. At the First Tier Market 
N1.8064 exchanged for a dollar — 
that is, a naira is equivalent to 55 
American Cents. This shows a 
depreciation of 6.78 per cent 
against the dollar compared with

transactions
new rate fixed at noon on 
Thursdas and continue until the 
next Thursday. Hitherto,

Odozi, Nwagwu: 
bidding 
last week’s rate.

Thirty-three banks out of 39 will 
share the 80 million US dollars 
offered for sale. While the 40th 
registered but did not submit its 
bid. The number of successful has 
reduced by three, and the amount 
offered for sale by the Central 
Bank of Nigeria (CBN) increased 
by five million dollars compared 
with last week. The depreciation of 
the naira at the Second Window, 
says experts, is a result of increase 
in demand by banks. Almost all 
the banks at the fourth bidding 
session bidded for the maximum 
amount allocated to them by the .w,w% 
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guidelines on SFEM — r
out of the 33 successful be on whether the naira is rising 
-----.„.vv a..d falling 

cent allowed by the foreign 
f asked currency is flos 

‘ ling fluctuate. 
US community,

jainst $75,525 million concerned u 
session, market is trying to stabilise. This is char 
increase indicated by the fact that the - ------  ------- ------------

reflection of high bidding rates are converging at N4 of banks who found transactions 
fltn'le Kt, knnt. tzx nn. * A ar»ll-.r Tu .ntv. ..---- .1------------J-..- -Ct*- k.JJ---------

cent of the total amount won at the 
first bidding session at the close of 
the week’s business (3/10/86) was 
allocated to the public by the 
successful bidders. The 26.0 per 
cent short fall, according to Mr. 
Ahmed was due to incomplete 
documentation, especially the non- 

reatly .availability ‘of Form C 188 A and 
the import tarriffs.

The external reserve ot the 
country as at the end of August 
amounted to NI586.7 million, 
representing an increase of N121.3 
million or 8.3 per cent above the 
level in July 1986. At the end of 
July, the reserves were N829.0 
million. This figure is 109.4 per 
cent higher than the position in 
July 1985.

in 1989 and 16 Cents in 1990. The 
projections for the external value 
of the Naira is based on the current 
weakness of the Nigeria's economy 
occasioned.by,the cascading _oil 
prices in the volatile international 
market. The convergence of the 
exchange rate in SFEM and th 

;’s projection has been ere
...  -J by the revision of the

had been reasonably assured of market guidelines two weeks ago 

-guidelinesand and the increase 
nply of fund to offered for sale.

- highest bid was Other exchange rates fixed at the 
Bank ILX which asked for $2.4 session is shown in the (able below, 
dollars, while the lowest bid was The Central Bank has made a 
bank NMA which asked for 51 change in the market week of 
million at N3.3450 - slightly transaction in SFEM. With effect 
ower than the marginal rate of last from Thursday, October 16, 

wc^k- transactions will begin
Speaking to African Cnncnrd. new rate fixed 

Dr. Hussein  
resident representative in Nigeria.

—.1 1986

noon
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and foreign firms.
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Lagos-Banjul

Lagos-Conakry

Lagos-Cotonou
Lagos-Rome Reti

Lagos-Dakar

Lagos-Zurich Ren Lagos-Deualla

Lagos-Lome

Lagos-Jedda

Lagos-Nairobi

Lagos-Abidjan

Lagos-AccraB
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N2,750.00
4,456.00

2,689.00
4,322.00

2,445.00
“*,222.00

409.00
521.00
228.00
290.00

1,027.00 
1,302.00 

902.00 
1,150.00

84.00
104.00 

1,087.00 
1.383.00

574.00 
750.00 
153.00 
193.00
688.00 
896.00 
803.00 

1,011.00

923.00
1,170.00

658.00
840.00

Bk . 
whit 
research.

turns: 
lomy 

class

to him. it 
Abiola •-

Engineering 
Bulgaria . the manufacturers. 

The Chairman/Chief 
of Abiola Farms 
M.K.O. Abiola. 
company while

2.845,00
N4,676.00

N2,750.00 
N4.456.00

N2,063.00
2,728.00 1,768.00

2,462,00

N«w Flight Rai es

Economy 
1st class 
Economy 
ls‘ class

Bulgarian Deputy Prime Minister. 
Mr. Grigor Stoichkov, the 
Chairman of the Economic 
Council, Mr. Ognian Doynov and 
other top government functiona­
ries.

Abiola Farms Ltd has also 
signed a contract worth USS2.3 
million for the installation of a 
maize drying and storage plant in 
Nigeria. The contract was signed in 
Tblsted Denmark on October 8, 
this year with a Danish 
manufacturer, Cimbria Unigrain 
Limited. Mr. Lateef Kolawole 
Oiafokunbo Abiola, son of Chief 
M.K.O. Abiola, who stood in for 
his father, si| 
Ltd. while 
Managing I 
Unigrain sig:

|i Thc g design.

Lagos-London Rett..
Econo

Lagos-Paris Returs:St

Economy 
1st class 

turns:
Economy 

1st class 
turns .
Economy 
,sl class

Abiola Farms in two pacts
Two agreements were signed within the last forthnight 
between Abiola Farms and foreign firms.

of Blolny", Englnetring Company
S''5 R'publlc of BulBaria 
J'.1" 1"° He was at the 

deleear " Nigerian trade 
Au. 10 "" In

AMota Mj"d? b0'? ,i!ils“Chi'r 'ld discussions with the

Lateef !
iola, son
who stood ■« •— 

signed for Abiola Farms 
i* Mr. T.T. Olesen, 

Director of Cimbria 
Jgned for his company.

The contract provides for the 
__„ji. supply, installation and 
commissioing of a 10,000 tonnes 
maize drying and storage plant in 
Nigeria within twelve months from 
(he date of signing. It also includes 
the leaning of Nigerian personnel 
to man the plant. The plant which 
is expected to be sited in Lafiaji. 
Kwara Slate, will be the first of its 
kind in (he country. Though 
Nigeria is a large producer * of 
maize, there are no maize drying 
plants in the country. Cimbria 
Unigrain Ltd which was founded 
in 1947 is one of the world’s 
largest specialist manufacturers of 
grain drying, cleaning and storage 
equipment.

— Eserinune Mojave

untry 4
Hie in Nigeria, the group will 

prepare the final technical and 
commercial offer for the plant 
which is estimated to cost over 
US$2.0 million.

The contract will cover the cost 
of designing, delivery, erection, 
commissioning. training of 
Nigerian personnel anil 
maintenance of the plant, which is 
expected to he sited in Zarin. 
Kaduna State. These are the terms 
of an agreement signed in Plovdiv, 
Bulgaria . on October 4. between 
Abiola Farms Limited of Nigeria 
who are buying the plant and 
Bioinvest Engineering of 

Bulgaria

Economy
Ist class

Wes,Afri«R0ute

Economy 
1st class 
Economy 
1st class 
Economy 
1st class 
Economy 
1st class 
Economy 
1st class 
Economy 
1st class 

Lagos-Monrovia Economy 
2st class 

Lagos-Freetown Economy 
1st class 

East and Central Africa
Economy 
1st class 

Lagos to Libreville
Economy 

1st class 
Lagos to Kinshasha

Economy 
1st class

A NINE-MAN group of Bulga- Chief Abiola also attended the
rian experts is to visit Nigeria Plovdiv International (Technical) 

within the next four weeks to lay Fair which took place between •
the grounds for the establishment September 29 and October 6 He count °^aniza,*ons in

... . -““.rT,,sxd:lbc: ~,ion“
WMk ,„ Nigeria, .hr groap -in COJPU..IOU, M,.

engineering/technological and 
commercial activities of all the 
economic organizations in the 
country. All other economic 

tanizati

General 
-’-eering. 
__ for the 

tlanf will 
lines.

,astc production |nvesimenl.

- '-''•puraiion is

Lagos-New York
Economy 
,st class

Limited. Chief ___________
signed for his Chief Ablola with Mr. Zharov Cj

___ ____________ the General Manager of Bioinvest Engineering ' 
Manager of Bioinvest Engineering. Biotechnica Corporation k 
Mr. Spartak Zharov signed for the Bulgaria’s r— 
Bulgarian side. The plant will which con(r 
comprise three production lines, 
namely, a tomato paste production 
line, a canning line for pee e 
tomatoes and an asceptic storage 
facility for tomato concentrate.

The compel lor main pl’"' 
I* expected to be signed by I e e 
of next month after the group 
experts has completed it* wO ’ 
Formal commissioning is cxp<5. 
twelve months after. Speak ng 
during the signing 
agreement in Plovdiv. 
\biola said that he was touched by 
the huge waste of tomatoes whlcn 
Nigerian farmers experience ** 
year during thc harvest scaso . 
said that on very modest es i • 
over half of the country s ° 
harvest is lost yearly as a result o« 
the absence of processing P 3 ’ 
is such huge waste, he ‘on'i"U”: 
that the new processing ph*n‘ ,sOU 

to curb.
According to him. it •' 1,1,1 

intention of Abiola Farms (»M 
info tomato cultivation 1,5 
•han enough tomato is *lre ' 
being grown in the country- 
Plant, he said, will get ma“ 
•nput from the local farmers- _ 
will surely induce (hem to tncre** 
their production. During the v
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ickage of S320 
upon and that it 

1 initially as one 
automatic

rTHE structural adjustment pro- 
Igramme being implemented by 

the government to revamp the 
economy has got a hoost from the 
World Bank. The executive Board 
of the World Bank last Thursday 
approved a trade policy and expert

OPEC
economy, 
“the loa

that he was determined to see 
united economic action taken 
against Pretoria, and would not 
allow the struggle to be jeopar­
dised by the actions of Zaire and 
Malawi.

On the recent US Senate veto 
override, whilst welcoming the

.decision to impose sanctions 
against Pretoria he was deeply 
critical of Western Govern­
ments’ reluctance to impose 
African state to have full di­
plomatic relations with South 
Africa. It also uses South 
African trade links, in common 
with many other countries in the 
region*

Zambia warns Zaire and Malawi
In what could be a major de­
velopment towards South 
Africa’s economic isolation by 
the frontline states, Dr Kenneth 
Kaunda, President of Zambia, 
has warned Zaire and Malawi of 
the consequences should they 
fail to co-operate with the front­
line states. In an interview with 
the influential London news­
paper, the Financial Times, on 8 
October, Ihe President warned 
that in the event of sanctions 
being imposed against Pretoria 
"there will be no transportation 
of goods to Malawi or Zaire.” 

Although he stopped short of 
saying whether that meant that 
the frontline states would 
militarily halt the flow of goods 
destined for Zaire and Malawi, 
it is believed that this is the 
thinking in some frontline 
government circles.

Angered by what they see as 
collaboration by Zaire and 
Malawi in the destabilisation of 
the governments of Angola and 
Mozambique, by the rebel UNI­
TA and MNR guerillas who are 
armed and financed (if not 
militarily led and officered) by 
South Africa, many in Mozam­
bique and Angola would be 
happy to see action taken 
against Zaire and Malawi.

At the beginning of October, 
conclusive proof of Malawi’s 
collaboration with the MNR 
was obtained when a 400-strong 
force of the MNR was encoun­
tered by the Mozambican army 
on#the border with Malawi. A 
three-hour battle ensued after 
which the Mozambican force uut m vltM v__________
had to withdraw through lack of three members; Kuwait, 
ammu ution. -Ecuador, and Gabon, are

demanding that with its expiry, 
they should be given an In- 
creared quota allocation. Most 
of the Arab Gulf states arc also 
committed to a long term quota 
redistribution, though they are

I prepared to wait until the end of 
' the year before their implemen­

tation.
The most likely outcome at 

this stage, is tha| the cartel wilt 
postpone any decision on.quotas 
in order not to cause a confer­
ence split, and the current 
arrangement will be extended

I until January. The other objec­
tors to the current quotas, Iran 

|and Iraq, haye. Indicated they
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This brazen attack from 
across the border of a neigh­
bouring country, follows 
Malawi denials last month in 
meetings with Zimbabwean 
Prime Minister Robert Mugabe, 
Mozambican President Samora 
Machel and Kaunda, of its 
support for MNR. Should the 
decision be taken to isolate 
Malawi as part of the struggle 
against Pretoria, the logistics 
would be fairly straightforward, 
though it could mean pushing 
the country further into the 
arms of South Africa.

Malawi is the only Mack

AT the time of’wriUsg,Tuesday 
October ^member oil 
Cartel OPEC ire Into their 
second week of their bi-annual 
summit currently held in Genqr

The conference seems fairly 
uifinlmous about the need to 
preserve unity and most de­
legates believe that eventually 
some sort of agreement can be 
hammered out. However, the 
deadlock on one of the most 
crucial issues, the redistribution 
of quotas, remains.

The August accord which 
reintroduced quotas under an 
OPEC production celling of 16.8 
million barrels a day (b/d), runs 

| out at the end of October, and

Turning to Zaire, Kaunda 
said that the issue of Zairean 
support for UNITA would be 
discussed at a forthcoming 
summit between the frontline 
states and the Zaire head of 
statde, President Mobutu Sese 
Seko. But he made it quite clear

Cash crutch for SFEM 
The dollar^ trapped. Second Window gets i 
S452 million-boostfrom World Bank

development (TPED) loan of from the Wot 
US452 million to fund the Second- 
Tier Foreign Exchange Market 
(SFEM). This is the biggest TPED the increasi 
loan ever made by the Bank in its international 
history to an African country, in Nigerian 
according to Finance Minister, Dr. a tacit apprt

'-- •

Quotadeadlock
~ will go along wIUj« quota exten­

sion under the present 16.8 mil­
lion b/d, provided new quotas 
are agreed before the end of the 
year. OPEC’s technical advisor* 
are now ‘locked In discussion 
about'how to reallocate the new 
quotas.

One of the problems apparent 
when the subject was raised, was 
what basis should be used to 
allocate new market shares to 
member states? ‘High absorber’ 
countries like Nigeria and In­
donesia, would like to see new 
quotas take national economic 
need, and foreign debt into 
greater account. But some of the 
gulf states like Saudi Arabia, 
want to see quotas reflect market 
share precedents established in 
the past.

These and other matters are 
being assessed by the technical 
group In Geneva, and the mqjor 
oil companies are hoping that 
they will come up with a quota 
decision before Thursday 16 
October. This is because 16 
October is the last day for the oil 
companies to nongnate the size 
of actual deliveries Jor Novem­
ber. Un|ess OPEC* i_ 
something, even if it is to 
pone the new t^uota 
prices for the whole of Novem­
ber could drop appreciably.

Nnamdi Anyadike'l

Chu Okongwu.
Nigeria is also to get a quick 

disbursing loan , of about S500 
million yearly over the next |hree 
years to finance! the structural 
adjustment programme (SAP) 

• — irldBankt
The granting of the loan, said 

financial experts, is a reflection of 
sing confidence of the 

financial community 
1 economy. And that it is 

. m»v*. approval by the World Bank 
of the efforts made so far by the 
government to restructure the 

>. Acording to Okongwu, 
)an signifies an open 

endorsement of the economic 
policies being pursued by the 
Nigerian government.

Earlier in the week. Dr. 
Okongwu announced that an 
agreement had been reached 
between Nigeria and the Steering 
Committee of the commercial 
bank creditors on an outline of 
rescheduling the medium term 
debts maturing this year and 1987. 
The main frame of the 
rescheduling proposal involves a 
four year moratorium effective 
from last April to March 1990. The 
moratorium would be followed 
immediately bv full repayment of 

the debts in four instalments spread 
over six years.

The minister disclosed that debts 
whose repayments would fall due 
in 1988 and 1989 * would be 
reviewed next year with the hope 
of rescheduling them.

The minister also revealed that a 
new money pack 
million was agreed t 

.would be regarded 
year loan with 
conversion in 1988 into a medium 
term facility with a three Near grace 
and four year repayment.

The injection of the fresh fund 
is, however, tied to two conditions. 
These arc: an approval from the 

agrees to World Bank and the IMF of 
Is to post- Nigeria's economic recovery 

i decision, programme and non-default on the 
,.r S'..™' country's agreement on medium 

term loans and letters of credit.
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Farida Karodia 
A writer in exile

I write, 
ge gives 
in a 

of the 
whenever I 
:ome upset 

tl

She was dressed in green and 
black when I met her, 
comfortably ensconsed in a 
leather sofa in the corner of a 
hotel foyer. Two businessmen 
•••“— ♦•'"•ing finance a few tables 

t otherwise the lobby was

‘Nsimba Foguis’ and ‘Taxi Pata Pata’ in action. Hot on the heels of 
their well received performance at the Africa Centre in London, the 
band have been selected as London Music Makers 1986/87: this entails 
a six month Greater London Arts funded programme of workshop/ 
performance residences. Tazi Pata Pata offer sessions in their own 
Zaire/Congolesc music, as well as other African styles, with the 
emphasis on improvisation and composition leading to performance. 
The offer of grant aided workshops is open to any London-based 
organisation. For further details phone 01-385 5447 (London).

AFRICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 198C

pressure mounts from outside. 
Yasmin, her elder sister, 
desperately attempts to escape 
this constricted narrow world for 
the wider world of “horse riding 
and coming out balls,” while the 
grim realism of her parents is 
sadly vindicated in her ultimate 
and brutal rejection of it.

Farida Karodia is the first 
creative woman writer, to my 
knowledge, to emerge from South 
Africa whe represents the Indian 
and coloured populations there: 
up till now they have inhabited a 
neutral zone unnoticed for the 
most part by the world media. She 
js very conscious of this fact.

Farida Karodia: softly spoken, calm, don’t know whether I succeeded, 
with a quiet conviction

"We have always been in a 
difficult position, and by not 
giving us full recognition the 
conflict in South Africa has been 
oversimplified. In the past, there 
was always talk of repatriation to 
India. I don’t know whether this 
has changed, but as a child this 
was always a constant fear for us. 
But we are all South Africans, 
third, fourth and fifth generation, 
still living in a no man’s land. As a 
group we have come out in 
support of the blacks, I believe, 
although you are always going to 
find collaborators, but essentially 
they have thrown in their lot with 
the blacks. They no longer want 
to be distinguished as coloured or 
Indian.”

Karodia left South Africa 
perhaps to avoid the fate of 
Yasmin. She felt that too many 
doors were being closed at her 
approach, and faced with a choice 
between compromise and exile, 
she chose a life of exile and the 
pull of her creative powers.

“A friend of mine was arrested 
in South Africa for “political" 
reasons, and at that point I felt 
driven to write a drama about his 
situation. That was how I started 
writing. Since then, my writing 
has become an all-consuming

set, is described in the opening 
paragraph as “the type of town 
that you drive through en route to 
some other place, happily 
forgetting that you’ve ever been 
there." But can one ever really 
forget? Farida Karodia has been 
away for almost eighteen years, 
yet she still has a lot of emotional 
energy invested in her native 
land. She lives its crises in a 
vicarious though deeply personal 
way, concerned both with the 
rehabilitation of the past and the 
problem of safeguarding the 
future.

“As to what is to come, I find it 
painful to even speculate. Deep in 
my heart, however, I feel it 
inevitable that the blacks will get 
their justice The present 
sanctions issue I find deeply 
upsetting. It is a form of 
tokenism. I realise it is difficult 
for one white nation to do 
something about the excesses of 
another. In Canada they are as 
ambivalent about the whole thing 
as they arc in the UK. It is still in 
the power of the Western nations 
to bring about peaceful change in 
South Africa. As it is, they are 
just prolonging the agony. I just 
hope that the games will stop soon 
and that the transition is not made 
through violence and bloodshed.”

Daughters of the Twilight, by 
Farida Karodia, is published in 
paperback by The Women’s Press 
price £3.95.

Ike Onwordi

passion. It is the most meaningful 
thing to me now, and though 
selfishly I might say that it gives 
me a lot of satisfaction, there is 
obviously a lot more to it than 
that.

I have a lot more South African 
stories I want to write, if only to 
get a lot of very bad things out of 
my system. But the more I \ 
the more I find that the rage 
way to indignation and then 
kind of understanding ol 
whole situation. Still, wl 
listen to the news I becc 
and angry all over again. But 
feel that what I’m doing is 
something worthwhile, for the 
situation in South Africa is so 
complex.

“I was listening to Andre Brink 
the other day, and I agreed with 
him when he said that all South 
African writers should be writing 
now in such a way that they clarify 
the situation. They should write 
stories that ordinary people can 
relate to. It’s all very well to be 
intellectual and cerebral, but the 
people that you want to reach 
don't understand this. But 
describing something as 
fundamental as losing your home, 
which happens all the time, 
everybody can relate to that. I 
J*n’tVnnw wh»»th/»r I «nrr<>pHAd, 
but I wanted to write something 
that was both simple and 
powerful.”

Stcrkstroom, the small dorp in 
South Africa where the story is

were talkii 
away, but 
empty

Farida Karodia has that 
unhurried calm that seems to hint 
at years of introspection and 
perhaps a quiet conviction. She is 
a self-possessed, softly spoken 
woman in her mid thirties: 
curious, polite and sincere, 
though a little bemused at her 
sudden position in the limelight. 
She was recently in London for 
the launch of her first novel, 
Daughters of Twilight, published 
by The Women’s Press.

Karodia was brought up in 
South Africa to Indian parents. 
She later worked as a teacher in 
Zambia for three years; then 
emigrated to Canada to complete 
her studies and eventually to 
settle there as a teacher, but later 
became a radio dramatist and is 
now a full-time novelist.

Daughters of Twilight is not 
quite an autobiographical novel, 
though as one might expect from 
a first novel the events in it are 
drawn from Karodia's childhood 
recollections of life in South 
Africa as well as from the 
consciousness of friends and 
acquaintances who shared similar 
experiences. It is sensitively 
written, and in its very simplicity 
of structure the plot achieves a far 
deeper emotional impact than 
many other academic novels on 
the same subject. Perhaps only a 
woman could have written such a 
novel. This could explain why so 
many of the important writers of 
the eighties seem to be women, 
particularly from the Third 
World.

Daughters of Twilight is the 
story of a typical "coloured 
family," industrious, self­
disciplined traders ekeing out a 
precarious existence as best they 
can in an atmosphere of intense 
racial division. All initiative is 
penalised, and the family business 
"appropriated" by the state, the 
family dispossessed of their home 
and forced out of their white 
neighbourhood to the wilderness 
of Stcrkstoom.

These events are seen through 
the eyes of Meena, the shy 
younger daughter, who watches 
the members of her family 
respond differently as the
54
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The rigged 
election
The Agony of L'ganda: From Idi 
Amin to Obote
By Francis .4 IV Bwengye 
Regency, £9.50

*e it away.
When Askar is seven, in 1977 
wn the Russian backed 

k’hiopians win the war. he is sent 
a> from their humble home in

Francis A W Bwengye was a 
Democratic Party (DP) 
parliamentary candidate in the 
multi-party general election held 
in Uganda in December. 1980. Hu 
claims that this general election 
was manipulated by Obote and 
his Uganda People’s 
Congress(UPC). In this book, he 
tries to justify his claim and 
attempts to "inform the world at 
large in detail about the agonising 
political situation and economic 
chaos that have existed in Uganda 
for a long time." blaming it all on 
Obote and his UPC.

The author traces the 
“breakdown of democracy" in 
Uganda back to the 1960s. just 
before the independence of 
Uganda in 1962 The historical 
perspective of the election process 
in Uganda is outlined in a shallow 
and hap*"-----J

—. .... uiuui VI (III, UIUUUUII,

which depicts the terror and chaos 
that was unleashed by Obote’s 
regime.
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lUlbfo to the voptoaatal 
ded b. ho relamesm

MockSsco ackncwfcdgev 
ihenea^W0' 5̂^*"^ 
_indeed, she calls for e. as pan 
of the inesiuble process of h^s 
erowinc to mdependen. 
manhood. But she cannot 
forestall his etnownal ^ 

Subieseducuon intone 
^.teeorv-bound formulae of so- 
called civilised adult life. His 
violent post-pubescent rejects, 
of her asa possible traitor to the 

SJX.SS.-'X'S, 
1 'in Farah's evocation of the 
intensny of Misra and .Askars 

fearless and imaginative writing.
_______  prougon1stsaP^"er5hiP°f 

mysu'nous'vi^ral process by 

and Misra's relationship grows Exsss?

SjgSL.
S; boundaries the tangled. 
^„H.,i,.en roots of our emotions, 

earth-deep Patr;cia Morris

Crossword 
last WEEK'S SOLUTION

by saying this, the NRM is 
advocating gun rule.

By now, politicians like 
Bwcngyc should have learnt that 
a "hurried" election is not the 
solution for Uganda. If they 
haven’t perhaps it is because their 
eyes are glued to State House, as ----- -------
he states they were, in 1980. "abandonment of her
Wouldn't this be a continuation of seduction into th
the agony of the people of 
Uganda, by ambitious politicians 
who want to achieve their own 
selfish goals?

The NRM Government should 
first politicise the masses before 
allowing freedom of political 
association. Otherwise Uganda 
will continue with its politics 
characterised by killing and 
political victimisation.

Donald Nyakairu 

Beyond politics
Maps, 
By Nuruddin Farah, 
Picador, 1985, £3.50.

The neat title of Maps belies the 
complexity of its structure and its 
subject matter.

The political events in the novel 
concentrate on Somalia’s battle 
with Ethiopia to retain the 
Ogaden as part of Somalia. A 
central motif in the writing 
concerns man-made cartography 
and the military and social conflict 
that ensues in attempts to 
maintain or change falsely 
imposed national boundaries.

But the thrust of the novel 
reaches far beyond the political 
arena; or, perhaps more 
accurately, it reaches into the 
realm of the inner life, brutally 
revealing that the iniquities 
perpetrated in the name of 
politics and nationhood have their 
source just as much in society’s 
animal urge to survive as in the 
intellectual individual who 
betrays his life impulse in the 
name of a cerebral, collective 
ideology.

The problems raised by 
choosing allegiance to a 
politically-determined cause are 
dealt with through the 
relationship of the two main 
characters: Askar, a Somali child 
orphaned at birth, and Misra, an 
Oromo Ethiopian "maidservant.’ 
She finds him with his dead 
mother and adopts him as her

The author maintains that 
Obotc, with the help of 
extraneous forces, controlled the 
successive regimes in Uganda 
under the UNLF until his 
eventual return to Uganda in 
1980. Documentary evidence, 
although insufficient, is laid down 
in the book to show that Obotc 
and his UPC party were bent on 
assuming power fraudulently and 
with force of arms.

_____ From his account of the 
Jecember. 1980. He political events that preceded the 

general election in 1980, the 
reader is left to believe that 
Bwengye's political party (DP) 
contributed to Obote’s 
assumption of power. Charts and 
tables of the election results take 
up the next part of the book along 
with his assessment of them 

This book leaves much to be 
desired. It is sloppily arranged 
and lacks continuity; many events 
and assertions arc repeated ad 
nauseam throughout. It appears 
that when the author was in the 
process of concluding his work on 
this book, there were changes on 
the political scene in Uganda with 

--------------------------which he tried to keep abreast 
and haphazard manner. Starting and, in so doing, got in a muddle, 
with the 1958 Uganda Legislative An example of this is in chapter 
Council elections, he tries to build one where he states: “The coming 

ie 1961---------------- elections supposed to take place
in December 1985 shall not be 
free and fair at all.” In the same 
chapter he further states that 
Obote’s regime (the organisers of 
the December 1985 election) 
"was toppled by force of arms on 
27 July 1985." This confusion is 
exhibited throughout the book 
and it leaves the reader 
wondering whether it was edited.

If the book were better 
arranged it would be a good

v.vuill.11 1.1LI.UU1D, III 

his way through the . 
parliamentary election up to the 
1962 parliamentary election, 
which he claims Obote 
manipulated too.

An analysis is presented of the 
1966-70 period m Uganda when 
Obote abrogated the constitution 
and declared himself President. 
He maintains that Obote clung 
onto power through the use of an 
ethnic military force. It was this 
same force under the leadership arranged it would be a good 
of Idi Amin which ousted Obote account of the agonising political
in 1971, continuing the despotic chaos that has occurred in 
rule which he initiated. Uganda in the past. The author,

In his so-called analysis, however, must be commended for
Bwengye does nothing more than some of his observations, 
quote from books which have especially the chapter on the
been written on the political aftermath of the rigged election, 
history of Uganda. His favourite which depicts the terror and chaos
among them is G S Ibingira’s 
African Upheavals Since regime.
Independence. There is no Bwcngyc c
evidence of Bcngye’s own original political and 
interpretation or analysis of Uganda can < 
events. He does, however, the coming in
presentgood newspaper coverage 
of the events that occurred with 
the fall of Idi Amin’s regime in 
1979 and the emergence of the 
Uganda National Liberation

concludes that the 
1 economic agony of 

Jganda can only be ended with 
the coming into power of a 
government democratically and 
genuinely elected by the people. 
He disagrees with the leadership 
of the National Resistance __r.„ „„„ uci

_ o------------------ -- Movement Government in own son. Their partnership is ofFront (UNLF), formed to rule the Uganda which he says asserts that the deepest intimacy: they each
country by groups of Ugandans “Ugandans are not yet capable of give life to the other, and thus can
who had been exiled by Amin. electing their own rulers and take it away.

At this stage, the book becomes representatives through "free and 
more personalised and could fair" elections because they have 
easily be mistaken for a DP not yet been politicised and many 
political publication. are illiterate. Bwengye claims that
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 1986
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committees, yielded little result especially 
that on technical and facilities, spon­
sorship and accommodation. Only 
week, officials of NABBA were expecting 
parts of the facilities for a championship 
which should have started last Friday.

Another naw in the championship fc lhe 
apparent unpreparedness of the Nigerian 
team. Although the association’s secretary. 
Miss Deborah Urubusi expressed confidence 
in the team, officials closer to the team 
claimed that the players were yet to be 
exposed to modem techniques of the game. 
The team, being groomed by Ganiyu 
Otenigbagbc will, according [o Suleyman 
Habu, be matched against other teams to 
provide their standard of play.

Nigeria had not fared impressively in the 
Past tournaments. Although the African 
junior championship has its origin in 1974 
Nigria’s first participation and the best so far 
was 1980 in Luanda Angola, where the coun­
try placed third behind Angola and Central 
African Republic.

Nigeria team dropped to sixth position in 
the final classification at the fourth 
championship in Maputo, Mozambique in 
1982. Nigeria placed fourth behind Egypt,

Umaru: Proposes a baskethall complex
Angola and Mozambique at the L-t 
championship in Cairo, Egypt. With such 
record some insiders at the NABBA arc of the 
opinion that Nigeria is not ripe to host the 
championship. Past hosts emerged winner* 
Co-ordinating Secretary. Suleyman Habu 
disproved such claims, arguing that hosts arc 
not necessarily automatic over all winners. 
But the extension of time could be to 
Nigeria’s advantage. — Kunle Solaja

57

NABBA’s programmes run throughout the 
year without much knowledge by sports fans. 
Except in Kano where the game attracts a 
large crowd, basket ball still ranks among the 
least known sports in Nigeria. To further 
boost the game in the only state where it is 
still popular, Wing Commander Mohammed 
Umaru proposes a Nl.l million basketball 
complex in Kano.

Although NABBA got the mandate to host 
the junior championship in December last 
year during AFABA’s congress in Abidjan 
Cote D’Ivoire, the association was late in 
getting up machineries for smooth running of 
the championship. The Federal Government 
was not committed to the championship early 
enough. As at August, when Mr. Abdel Azim 
Ashry, AFABA’s Secretary-General, came to 
inspect the facilities, practically nothing I 
been done. Mr. Ashry, although refraii

bid to host Africa in basket ball.
XJIGERIA Amateur Basketball Associa­te tion (NABBA) felt relieved last week 
following African Bastketball Federation’s 
(AFABA) approval of their request to 
postpone the Sixth All African Junior 
Basketball Championship. Although no 
formal date has been fixed, NABBA insiders

I disclosed that AFABA has rescheduled the 
| competition to January. The Cairo-based 
I Secretariat of AFABA will communicate the 

new dates to the 12 participating countries.
Wing Commander Murtala Salami, the 

association’s vice-chairman, who led a 
delegation to Cairo ;o press for the 
postponement, will not disclose the outcome 
of the discussion with Abdel Azim Ashry, 
AFABA Secretary-General. He contended 
that he had to report first to the Ministry of 
Sports, the sponsors of the trip. The last few 
weeks had been traumatic for NABBA whoI merely managed to swim out of financial 
guaqmire. The association had to raise a 
staggering N700.000 to be able to host the 
championship. Last August, AFABA 
Secretary expressed dismay over the state of 
the facilities at the indoor-sports hall venue 
of the championship.

Since then, NABBA had undergone 
traumatic experience. Failure to host the 
championship would attract 10,000 U.S. 
dollars fine. In the Nigerian tradition of 
raising fund, the association launched an 
appeal. This, even then, could not realise 
anything near the target. When the original 
October 17 date closed up, only a paltry 
N60.000 got into NABBA’s coffers. Most 
close observers saw the N700.000 out of tunc 
with realities. Mr. Suleyman Habu, the co­
ordinating secretary for the championship 
agreed that the initial estimates were very 
ambitious. He, however, tried to rationalise 
the amount. He said that NABBA wanted to 
host the championship in an atmosphere 
befitting Nigeria’s image. The National 
Stadium Indoor-Sports complex is to be given 
a face lift.

Facilities to be provided include fibre 
glass and blackboards Also, the playing 
court needs renovation and communication 
facilities needed for such continental events 
to take place. As a result of the obvious 
economic difficulties “we have slashed down 
the estimate .to about N300.000,” said Mr. 
Suleyman bfabu. A bulk of the N60.000. 
realised so far came from a private 
businesman, Mr. Mike Umch who donated 
N10.000. State governments of Lagos and 
Borno also made donations of N5,000 each. 
Anambra State government donated N1,000.

Contrary to expectations, no company has 
come to give financial assistance. “They all 
complain of lean purse” said Habu. Sports 1
analysts lay the poor response to waning 1
popularity of basketball in the country 1 

AFRICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 1986

Amlnu: Donated to boost lhe game 
from making pronouncement on cancelling 
the championship, could not hide his 
disappointment.

NABBA went cap-in-hand with only two 
months to the* commencement of the 
championship: Although NABBA set up nine 
sub-committees on technical and facilities 
medical, participation, sponsorship' 
publicity, security, protocol, ceremonial and 
accreditation, accommodation feeding and 
transport, lhe activities of these sub

‘Unpopular’ Sport
Raising N 0.7m became a herculean task for Nigerian in its
MJ . ................................
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Oyekan
Minister in charge of the 3,000 membei 
strong 1st Baptist Church, Jos. “There 
is a wide spectrum from the foetus to the 
full human being and the church is the 
spawning ground,” he says. He does not 
see religion as being divorced from 
government. “You can’t have a govern­
ment without a conscience and cons­
cience is religion.”

He says religion is big business and 
would like to see churches act involved 
in businesses like real estate, book­
selling and the establishment of schools. 
Arguing that the returns from such 
businesses are tremendous and would 
further generate greater investment and 
development.

But he is tired of hearing about coups 
and counter coups, saying there is a need 
for a stable government for progress.

“Anytime I hear about another coup, 
I feel depressed because the new govern­
ment would want to start all over again” 
Rev. Dr. Oyekan is pro-women’s lib and 
enjoys watching people. He reads a lot 
of anything that is written, including the 
"Lagos Weekend.”

— Dimeji Popoola
AFRICAN CONCORD 23 OCTOBER 1986
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T IKE Shakespare’s actors and ac 
'tresses on the world stage, we all 

have our entrances and exits. Akintunde 
Oyajobi, author of the Delta Fiction 
Award winning book — 
"NOSTALGIA” believes he has made 
his entrance. The book won the 2nd 
place award.

Akintunde does not believe that God 
made man for nothing. “We are all in­
dividually created to achieve 
something.” And according to him he is 
endowed with creative abilities which he 
intends to exploit to the limit.

The Young author believes that the 
stage was set for him right from the 
elementary school where he picked up 
readership to become a voracious reader 
and lover of words. He is undaunted by 
the fact he has no university degree. 
“The degree is not an enough measure 
of a man’s abilities” he says and thinks 
he is the Nigerian answer to Hadley 
Chase, and Nick Carter.

“There is a dearth of Susupense 
thriller writers in this country and it is 
that gap that I am trying to fill.”

He says wihning the 2nd place in this 
year’s (1986) Delta Fiction Competition 
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vion because of foreign exchange-pm 
blems. .

Bala, is a prince from Agbedc u 
Bendel State who thinks one should lhe 
and let live. “I like to surround mysw 
with the finer things of life, human be­
ings inclusive.’’

T> EV. Dr. Joshua Oyekan sees 
IXhimself as a manager of people ana 
feels his academic background has fuu) 
prepared him for the two major 
demands of his life (religion 
psychology). That is not surprising 
someone who has a doctorate degree u> 
theology and another post docto 
degree in psychology. He however y • 
“I belong to the pulpit now, more tn 
to the university.” He thinksi he oj 
mould behaviours better from the pulp 
than in the university. So he is

tinue breat^ln my body, I shall con- 
hi"He has 3150 Panted 
his n^hlktLb00k tiUed "ENIGMA” to 
atuPtTX“d he “ h0PCfU‘
Saii}'.1^?.PaiPts- for B»>‘ Yusafu is 

not easy restlng, though he says it is

prewmiy the M?adUa,e °f Unilag “d 
the-runninO Manager responsible for 
Product’s North* °U‘ °f ,en PortIand 
comfortabl^^h h" Sktales’ f“ls very 
"This is th. t.hJhls heavy work-load, 
•o take on seri'00'* f°r the youn8er men 
ar^proving ouSS?nSibilities W' 

'nultinatio^? Manager in a 
a limiting f”ctor e °“ n°‘ COnsider age 

Lagos Citv°FHy maj°r" he Was once the
Bur«u <hebr<°rWhath' to 

magazine a °f 'The Dawn' 
him, made a J^8afinC’ accordin8 to 

m gradual journey into obli-

T?OR actress cum model Celia Adams, 
X her first acting role in Nigeria could 
launch her to stardom. As the only 
female detective in the new, fast-paced 
NTA series Special Anti-Crime Protec­
tion Squad (SPACS), she thinks that it is 
quite a challenge. It is not that she is not 
up to the task, though. She was an ac­
tress on British closed-circuit television 
before she came to Nigeria. But the 
taekwando (karate) and judo training 
sessions she had to undergo for her role, 
were just a little bit strenuous. “It has 
been painful but rewarding,” Adams, 
who trained as a producer/director, 
said. Perhaps just so. Whenever she 
starts getting the attention of male ad­
mirers — which are inevitable — she can 
strike out a punch to their ‘solar-plexus’ 
and say that karate world of victory: 
“kiai!”
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farmer 'on tl 
avallabllIty aiul soilin' of llveslo 
machinery an* I ex|\»ns|on,

piz?a|
UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA LIMITED
HEADOFFICE 97/105 BROAD STREET. P O. BOX 2406, LAGOS NIGERIA 
TELEPHONE 667410,667510 TELEX MINDO3ANK 21241 A 215SO 
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT NIGERIA

You, the (anncis, 
all rely on you to Iced i 
importance to the common 
specially trained agricultural 
why the wise fanner b

Uli A realises that most lanncrx air not accountants 
soil Irclps In cvciyssav It unto smoothers tlx* way to 
efficient, profitable fanning lot you HutX why wise 
farmers bank with UH A h4n them, Hank wisely yourself 
today with tilt A,

Agricultural Credit hepartment offers the 
lhe faun ’advice on c top rotation, supervision, 

ix.k feeds, fertilisers, farm

f^-^Bank wisely-with UBA
, are the backbone of the nation. We 
us. UBA Is well aware of your

nity, so awair in fact that it has 
ral experts to help you. That’s 

banks with UBA.
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We are the best in Hair Care 
Products. The quality of our 
Product is unsurpassed 
by any other, 'cause we never 
forget you have a choice.
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