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Ohiomah Abiodun
Ogun State 

Nigeria.

Samora could not return to soil 
as bits of flesh 
scattered in the hinterland 
of a goose-pimpled leprosaic country 
No! His blood was too sacred 
to be sprinkled on the enemy’s soil.

Munoda Mararike 
University of Zimbabwe 

Zimbabwe

African leaders arc afraid of Museveni’s 
success but they should also look at the 
possibility of helping Uganda to recover 
fully after the destructive years. The bur- 
dm cannot be left to Yoweri Museveni 
alone. It is political stability that is needed 
to transform Uganda into a viable and 
peaceful nation.

African r.
The Premier Pan-African WEEKLY

There are many myths and half­
truths being peddled about Africa. 
Get a truer picture of today’s Africa, 
her strengths and weaknesses, in 
AFRICAN CONCORD

Whether your interest is in politics, 
business, culture or sports, 
AFRICAN CONCORD - Africa’s 
premier ^weekly newsmagazine - 
helps you make up your mind.

Take out a subscription NOW and • 
stay in touch.

We mourn, we wail
Who are you 
to provide shelter 
to be merciful enough 
to hospitalise the Komatipoort victims 
leaving apartheid 
to cancer your womb 
leaving children wailing 
in the crumbling walls of Soweto? 
Is it love or humanity?

penetrate the myths and stay in touch

Lest we forget
Sir.
Once more, personal interest and ethnic 
bias are being placed above national inter­
est in Uganda. On the one hand, there are 
potentially destabilising Baganda royalists 
and the acceptance of Prince Ronald 
Mutebi as the leader of this group; on the 
other there is Milton Obote who is plotting 
from Zambia to unseat the National Re­
sistance Movement led by Yoweri Muse­
veni.

While the popularity of the Museveni 
NRM is not in doubt, one wonders how 
firmly the government will be able to carry 
out its major programme of reconstruction 
under such conditions.

Museveni has come a long way in his 
struggle to stave off opportunists and 
usurpers, and has through his utterances 
made a commitment to rebuild the lives of 
the people who suffered umold hardships.

Presently, the country is in bad shape. 
There is the fertile land, but no inputs to 
create the abundant harvests; and the 
nation’s currency has almost become

worthless. Added to this, is the braindrain 
as a result of the political instability. One 
had thought that, with the final ousting and 
dislodging c." the power hungry Milton 
Obote, Ugandans would recuperate, count 
their losses and find how to make amends.

This is why it is painful that at a time for 
reconstruction, the African statesman, 
Kenneth Kaunda, is offering succour and 
red carpet treatment to Obote, a foe 
of Uganda. Kaunda cannot claim to be 
ignorant of Obote’s past, whatever the 
friendship between them. He cannot ig­
nore the fact that, Obote committed hein­
ous crimes against his people because of his 
obsession with power.

Obote had a chance to raise his people 
from the political turmoil during his 
"second coming,” but threw it all to the 
winds. We did not learn from his past 
mistakes, but killed and maimed the 
people instead.

Kaunda has been in the forefront of the 
fight against apartheid in South Africa. 
The question being asked is: What is the 
difference between the repression in South 
Africa and what Obote stands for?

This is why I agree with Museveni that 
African leaders are only interested in 
propping themselves to hold tenaciously to 
the reins of power even when there is 
abundant evidence of their violation of 
fundamental human rights.

One cannot hide the fact that East
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At age 92 Banda must appoint a 
successor to avert another 
tragedy of greed and lust for 
power.
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Malawi

621 years of dictatorship9
Winston Msowoya, a Malawian exile sentenced to death in absentia for

Since independence 21 years 
ago, Malawi has gone to the polls 
only once in 1984. The elections 
were in' fact, a mockery of 
electoral standards. Banda pick­
ed all the candidates.

A few days later three senior cabinet 
ministers were reported missing These 
were the Minister of Finance and Secretary 
General of MCP. Dick Matenje; Aaeon 
Chadama. Minister for Central Region; 
John Sangala. Minister of Health: and one 
MP. The official announcement later 
claimed that the four had died in a car 
crash near the Mozambican border.

The murders have consolidated Tembo’s 
position and he seems the candidate to 
assume. Banda’s throne, notwithstanding 
his immense unpopularity.

Tambo is believed to be involved in the 
activities of RENAMO (Mozambican 
National Resistance) in Malawi.

At the age of 92. Banda is unlikely to 
chng to power much longer. If he does' not 
appoint a successor Africa will experience 
yet another tragedy through ereed and lust 
for power.

government 
. _____ his control
lificant portfolios arc retained 

Defence. Justice, Home 
r,’jgn Affairs. Agriculture, 
^applies. The ministries are

imuiuiy UUIIIIIIISIVIVM vjr »vm»— • — •  | 
Secretaries. South Africans. Israelis, and 
British personnel.

Though ageing. Banda has constantly 
refused to consider a successor In fact he 
has ruthlessly removed any potential aspir­
ant. Albert Muwalo, a former cabinet 
minister and widely regarded as number 
two man, was arrested in 1976 and accused 
of conspiring to overthrow Banda. He was 
tried and finally hanged. Gwanda 
Chakuamba was a former minister of 
Youth and Sports. When Banda became 
suspicious that Chakuamba was using the 
Young Pioneers to enhance his own politi­
cal ambitions, he had him sent to gaol for 
22 years for sedition.

Alekc Banda (no relation) former Minis- 
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Winston Msowoya

Chirwa and his wife Vera were kidnapped 
by Malawi special branch from the Zam- 
bian soil of Chipata. Mr Chirwa. the tint 
President of the Malawn Congress Parly 
fMCPi is the leader of the Malawi Free- 
dom Movement (MAFRFMO). The 
movement is proscribed tn Malawi. In 1982 
Orton and his w-fe Vera were commuted 
to a traditional court without an inter­
nationally recognised jury or defence pro- 
ccdure. Orton and Vera were sentenced to 
death, llie verdict attracted international 
protests and the sentences were com- 
muted. 1 e t ■

Malawi’s ailing President for Life con­
templated taking a year's sabbatical away 
from the country. In his absence. Banda 
suggested that his official hostess, Cecilia 
Kadzamila and her cousin. John Tembo. 
assume leadership as President and Prime 
Minister respectively. It is understood that 
some cabinet ministers resisted this move 
and maintained that such a change of 
leadership must be determined by the 
whole country.

treason, gives his view of government under Hastings Banda.

For the last 21 years, Malawi has been 
ruled virtually by one man, Hastings Ban­
da. He has muzzled political, economic 
and cultural freedom to the extent that he 
is the Malawi nation

Malawi is the only black state to establ­
ish diplomatic relations with South Africa. 
A good number of South African hit squads 
act as personal body guards to President 
Banda

Banda dissolves the cabinet annually. 
No reasons are given for the reshuffles, but 
Malawians arc convinced that the point of 
the whole exercise is to keep the ministers 
on their toes and prevent them from using 
ministerial office as a means of building a 
political power base from which to oppose 
or challenge Banda.

Since -independence 21 years ago.
• Malawi has gone to the polls only once in 

1984 The elections were in fact, a mockery 
of electoral standards. Banda picked all the 
candidates. There is no serious debate in 
Parliament. Banda makes all the decisions. 
•The country is ruled as much through the 
ruthless officials of the Malawi Congress 
Party (MCP) and the Young Pioneers, as 
through government agencies.

President Hastings Banda

ter of Finance and Secretary-General of 
the MCP was widely tipped as a successor 
While on an official visit to Zambia in 
1974, he was quoted by the Zambian Daily 
Mail as saying that he was the heir 
apparent. Aleke was arrested on return 
and expelled from the Parly

In March 1983 Dr Attati Mpakati, the 
illustrious leader of the Socialist League of 
Malawi (LESOMA), was brutally 
murdered in Harare, Zimbabwe. The ex­
iled opposition groups accused Dr Banda 
and his South African proxies of the 
murder. On Christmas eve, 1981 Orton-
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Reaganism in disarray
After six '.ears of dubious popularity. President Reagan is now facing the worst crisis ot his Ac ministration, 

rites Fidel Odum.
O iJd Reagan is the epitome of cxmservati*. ■- America. Two of
JT\ r.z ?-nchprjH of “Reazanism" are a tough stance on

.‘zr.'jt-. international respor.Jty in checking Communism.
‘r.rifrmr.i in economic management. Communism in this 

of course. a convenient euphemism employed to apply 
or rgoup that does not, for one reason or another.

" -re up to rhe expectations of the American Right, ranging
t." Soviet Union to a mixed bag of "terrorists.’*

rding to th;; worldview, the gun-toting extremists of the
. East and liberation movements like the African National 

r>.r.gre*-. (ANC) of South Africa and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO; are ail "terrorists.** It is obvious, at least to us 
in the Third World, that this view of the world is faulty.

Economically, Reaganomics has been a disaster for America's 
poor, who have had to bear the brunt of policies aimed at making 
the rich richer. In the long run. the rest of America, and indeed 
the world economy in general, will suffer from the accumulation 
of America’s budget deficits, which have quadrupled under 
Reagan, and are now sitting like a time-bomb undei the entire 
system of market-oriented economics.

planes bought under the late Shah’s regime, and so cm It has 
further been revealed that Israel, which senes as .America’s 
Middle East main military base, has over the past five years sold 
arms to Iran w orth over five billion dollars. Most of these arms are 
American-made and could not have been sold by Israel, analysts 
now agree, without the permission of Washing:-: n.

President Reagan has made a national broadcast to attempt to 
assure the American public that his deals with Iran were not 
improper. This was later followed by a press conference in which 
the President contradicted himself many times and w as visibly ill 
at ease in answering reporters* questions. I: seems that while some 
Americans want to swallow the bitter tact that it was politically 
ixpedient to attempt to beat the Soviets in reconstructing a 
bridgehead in a vitally strategic area in the Gulf, it seems 
mpardonable to many others that another main motive for the 
ieals was to swap arms for American hostages held by Shi’ite 
Muslims in Lebanon. Evidently, each shipment coincided with the 
release of each of the three American hostages freed in the past 
year by the Shi’ites, w ho •are controlled by fundamentalists in Iran. 
Ironically, in the same period, three more American hostages 
have been taken in the area, suggesting that terrorists now realise 
that it is good politics to take Westerners hostage and hope for 
quid pro quo negotiations.

Reagan’s hypocrisy has thrown his team into confusion, 
demoralised his supporters and caused consternation among his 
European allies, to whom he has preached the necessity to be 
uncompromising with terrorists.

Overseas, criticism has mounted in the Middle East, where 
Egypt’s President Mubarak and Jordan s King Hussein have 
condemned the American leader’s double-dealing, which has had 
the further consequence of worsening the Gulf War. instead of 
reducing tension in the region. In Iran, all reactions so far have 
reinforced the original view held by many analysts that there are 
no such elements known as “the moderates” whom the Americans 
said they wanted to cultivate. AH the key figures and groups have 
joined their leader. Ayatollah Khomeini, in rejoicing that “the 
Big Satan” (the US) has been disgraced.

For us in Africa, this could not have come as a surprise to 
anyone who has been familiar with the pattern of US foreign 
policy, especially in our continent. During the course of 
decolonisation, the best friends the US had were the former 
colonial powers such as the Portuguese in Angola. Guinea-Bissau 
and Mozambique in the seventies. In the course of the war for 
Zimbabwe s independence, the Americans were sympathetic to 
the Smith minority regime. Today, the American Government is 
one of the key supporters of the apartheid regime in South Africa, 
even though the US Congress has now disengaged from that 
association.

Jonus Savimbi’s UNITA forces in Angola, as we have 
repeatedly reported, cannot be sustained without the ardent 
support of the US Administration and extreme right-wing 
organisations. Equally, Mobutu Scse-Seko’s brutal dictatorship in 
Zaire would have collapsed long ago without the American 
Government s active support. What this means, taken along with 
the volte face in Iran, is that American foreign policy is dictated by 
nothing but the naked pursuit of power and national interest. But 
whether or not presidents like Reagan appreciate what is in the 
true national interest of America in view of the forward march of 

estion. And. indeed, this is the tragedy of 
history — always ending up on the wrong

But little did America suspect in 1979. when candidate Reagan 
was stumping the campaign trail, that their next President would 
turn out to be nothing but an actor, in keeping with his earlier 
career. The taking of American hostages in Tehran that year, 
following the Islamic fundamentalist revolution of Ayatollah 
Khomeini, was good ammunition for Reagan. The candidate, 
gifted with a John Wayne-type throaty voice and swagger, 
appeared to the American voters to be what they needed: 
someone to carry the big stick for America and bash a few heads 
here and there to show that American power must never be taken 
lightly. The then President. Jimmy Carter, it was widely believed 
by Americans, was too much of a "softie.”

President Reagan’s avowed hatred of terrorism was. at least on 
the surface, so intense that it must have been inconceivable to 
many of his admirers that their hero would ever contemplate 
doing any kind of business with a nation like Iran, which for one 
year took American embassy officials hostage in one of the most 
breath-taking dramas of modern diplomatic history.

According to the evolving story — first broken by the Lebanese 
paper Al-Shiraa — after a number of clandestine meetings 
involving Iranian and Israeli middlemen-arms dealers. Robert 
McFarlane, then President Reagan’s National Security Adviser, 
had led a team of American officials to Tehran ostensibly to 
explore avenues of re-establishing some presence in Iran by 
cultivating “moderate” elements in the Islamic Republic. Sen­
sationalists have even garnished the story by saying that the 
American emissaries bore certain gifts customarily associated with 
Western imperialist envoys, including the fabled Bible and a 
pistol. What President Reagan has admitted was actually sent was 
a negligible amount of arms, enough to fit in an ordinary cargo 
plane. That now seems to be one of the many misleading "mis­
statements" for which the President is now notorious or famous, 
depending on who is reporting.

Details of the arms deals have since been trickling out in the 
international press and reveal that the shipments were made a 
number of times, involving sales of anti-tank missile launchers, 
anti-aircraft weapons, spare parts for F-4 and F-5E American war 
6
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JMB and other cases on 
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Nevertheless, with scandals like JMB (n 
the air. the bargaining position of the 
Nigerian Government in the negotiations 
over the settling of the debt — which are in 
progress now and should be complete by 
the end of the year — is much streng­
thened. It may well turn out that the debts 
owed because Nigeria was defrauded will 
be balanced by the failure to reconcile 
debts in which foreigners were defrauded.

One observer has remarked that the 
trade debt only amounts to some 10 per 
cent of the value of goods traded with 
Nigeria from 1979 to 1984. He also drew 
attention to the widespread assumption 
that at least 10 per cent of that trade was 
corruptly arranged. Still another expert 
reckons that the commissions and addition, 
al interest charged to Nigeria may have 
cost it as much as 25 per cent of the money 
owed. When these are put together with 
knowledge of the JMB frauds and the 
widespread belief that there were manv 
more, it is easy to see why the Nigerian 
Government’s figure for the debt is so 
much smaller than the IMFs. And no 
observer of Nigeria’s seemingly intermin­
able debt negotiations believes that the 
final, reconciled figure will be anywhere 
near the IMF’s estimate.

possible to look back on the 
in the context of Nigeria’s mad 

mports in the 1970s and the 
w ified pursuit of personal gain 

encouraged by certain politicians. The only 
defence of the JMB-style fraudster is to say 
“everyone was doing it.”

The all-too easy temptation for the 
Nigerian is to say "Only foreigners were 
doing it.” But it takes two to tango.

“LVxi'of"Nigeria’s 
for imports and the undignified 
persuit of personal gain.

The high estimate belongs to the Inter- 
_______  national Monetary Fund (IMF). The low 

--------- carried out at bayonet point. estimate is that of the Nigerian Govern- 
reborn in comfortable boardrooms. mcnt- Within such massive figures. JMB-

len who type fraud cou,tl on,-v account for a very 
:n, hav- small proportion. Just as much Nigerian 
political money is believed to have been wasted by 

. -lortages paying large commissions for the securing 
.... at colossal of loans. by the higher rates paid for 
epitomise the “quick” loans and by simply borrowing too

J much.

Central Bank of Nigeria headquarters, Lagos
Nigeria

The boardroom-style pillage of a nation 
A special correspondent looks back at the JMB swindle which defrauded Nigeria of billions of dollars.

which Nigeria’s wealth was squandered. 
Many Nigerians blame the JMB fraudsters 
and their ilk for the country’s current debt 
crisis.But if the JMB scandal and the other 
frauds are put into perspective they still 
cannot explain the massive trade debts that 
were run up. Estimates of Nigeria’s shor­
ter-term trade debt — the area within 
which most profiteering and fraudulent 
trade took place — vary from $3.6 billion 
to S9 billion. The wide gap between the 
estimates and the small amount guaranteed 
by the Nigenan Government so far ($1.9 
billion) show that trading practices both by 
Nigerian importers and British and other 
exporters were so I 
the claims involved has 
mare. But the g 
influence of the JI 
the thinking < 
Ministry officii

rj^he Johnson Matthey Bank (JMB) scan- 
11. dal that hit Britain and Nigeria in 1985 

is already beginning to fade from popular 
consciousness although few have been 
brought to book. The City of London’s 
curtain of silence has been lowered on the 
scandal and men guilty of defrauding 
Nigeria of possibly billions of naira have 
gone unpunished. Some have had their 
financial careers ruined and one or two, 
like Rajendra Sathia languish in jail. But 
the largest group are those who knew or 
participated in what was going on and they 
have now moved to new pastures.

The scandal captured the imagination of 
the Nigerian people in an unprecedented 
fashion while in Britain it merely whetted 
the appetites of investigative journalists, 
lawyers and dedicated City-watchers. 
Despite their efforts, the scandal never ran 
its full course. Most Britons were content 
— those who cared — to confine their 
criticisms to the Bank of England's indul­
gent treatment of JMB’s bizarre financial 
practices. Since most ot those who carried 
financial losses on the bank’s activities 
were foreigners, themselves often involved 
in dubious practices, complacent British 
attitudes to surveillance of the City went 
largely unchallenged.

Nigerians saw the JMB affair as colonial 
pillage, once carried zt bzycr'** 
now uLw... ... ---- _ :r J
Bankers advanced huge sums to men 
bought cheap commodities and ther 
ing plugged into their Nigerian po 
connections or created artifical shot 
themselves, sold huge cargoes 
profits. JMB soon came to er.__
corrupt practices of the 1970s, during 
AFRICAN CONCORD 4 DECEMBER 1986



revealed any of its findings.
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Former President, Shehu Shagan, whose, Government presided over large-scale fraud

JMB-Nigeria: The facts and fiction
A special team set up to ■ investigate the Nigerian end of JMB scandal has still not 

learnt, do not share the same interests as the money to London,9’ said the 
the Nigerian team. While Nigerian in- Observer.
vestigators are probing forgeries of im- It is believed in Lagos that the bogus 
port documents and violations of importation spree could have oeen on 
foreign exchange laws, their foreign for many years, even before the JMB 
counterpartss are more concerned with came into the racket. A report in the 
the foregery of business documents. >l/r/canCortcor£/ofJanuary23,cxplain- 
W hat spurred these cross-continental in- ed the mechanics of the fraud. “First, 
vestigations was the London Observer the London based fraudsters posing as 
report of December 1, last year. The an exporter finds a buyer in Nigeria who
Observer claimed it had uncovered says he is willing to buy a quantity of a

t«i------ -particular commodity, but in fact wants
p launder money out of Nigeria. The 

buyer and the fraudster then agree on a 
price. The fraudster, who actually has 
no cargo to export, then needs to get 
hold of a clean report of findings form 
and fill it in. He also needs a forged bill 
of landing purporting to show that the 
cargo has been laoded on a particular 
ship. Then all he has to do is present it to 
the bank specified by the buyers.
“Unless the bank recognises the 
documents as forgeries — say by contac­
ting the issuing authorities — then it will 
pay the money out in whatever currency 
is demanded. The resulting fraud is thus 
committed on Nigeria because the buyer 
has managed to take an illegal sum of 
money out of the country.” 

Authoritative CBN' sc” 
.' -in Concord that Nigc, 

with Asian, Middle-Eastern 
had for long been ii.,wl,vJ ’ 
and may still be involved, 

•the Pakistani backed F * 
Commerce International 
mentic •• • • 
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fore 
And 
to f.---------------- --- w
from 1982, with the sharp decline in 
nings from oil sales. The oil sales sit 
pushed Nigeria into the debt 
one of i_ 
Matthey Bankers, which

assistant 
ri Haliru 

report to the 
_>n June 9. And 

from the heaps of documents still to be 
examined by the team, the final report 
might not be long in coming. Since the 
submission of the interim report, 
authorities in Lagos are yet to issue any 
official statement, thus keeping 
Nigerians guessing about the extent ol 
the fraud and the sly-boot businessmen 
that were involved.

Government sources attributed the 
silence to the complexity of the JMB 
matter and the fact that the fraudulent 
import web extended as far as Taiwan, 
India, Japan, Hong Kong and Geneva, 
where Nigeria’s former pre-shipment ir 
spectors, the Societe Generale Dv 
Surveillance (SGS) have their head­
quarters.

High powered investigative teams in 
India, Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong and 
London are involved in the probe “We 
are awaiting their reports” said a source 
close to the Nigerian probe team. The 
foreign probe teams, African Concord 
8

a LMOST a year after the London 
Observer linked the insolvent and 

collapse Johnson Mathey Bankers with a 
multi-billion pounds import swindle of 
Nigeria’s treasury, the six-man Nigerian 
investigators are still silently ferretting 
through a mountain of documents, in­
cluding computer print-outs from the 
Central Bank of Nigeria. Thousands of 
transactions between the CBN and the 
JMB are being examined, but the in­
vestigators are still far from unravelling 
the intricate cob-web of the large-scale 
import fraud in which Nigeria was said 
to have been fleeced of about N6.5 
billion in foreign cuiTency during the Se­
cond Republic.

The probe team, headed by a. 
commissioner of police, Zakari 
submitted an interim 
Federal Government or 
*---- ------------ of docui

; team,

, not share the same interests as 
ligerian team. While Nigerian in- 

or. probing forgeries of im- 
ocuments and violations of 
exchange laws, their foreign 

>artss are more concerned with 
:gery of business documents, 
urred these cross-continental in- 

stigations was the London Observer 
port of December 1, last year. The 

?rver claimed it had uncovered 
evidence “that the collapsed Johnson pa 
Matthey bankers and other city of Lon- to 
don banks were involved in gigantic cur- bu 
rency swindles linking Britain and 
Nigeria.” It said the rackets, perpetrated 
in the Shagari era, 1979-1983, cost 
Nigeria more than £5.25 billion, using 
the Nigerian exchange rate of 1985.

The Observer said: “JMB’s role was 
to pay out sterling in London on loans 
backed by Nigerian banks once it had 
proof from bills of landing and inspec­
tion certificates that the goods were ac­
tually embarked on a ship.” Of course, 
many of such goods never reached 
Nigeria and recently Mr. Olu Falae the 
secretary to Federal Military Govern­
ment said Nigeria lost as much as N16 
billion through such fraudulent deals, 
including over-invoicing of imports. Authoritative CBN' sources told 

chTJjT". '?“onal ??"y Of A/r‘can C°ncord ‘hat Nigerian banks
S Tv8 ln with Asi“. Middle-Eastern affiliation 

Th S ̂ lppei? had for long been involved in such deals, 

SffiSfissiSKffl 
iPSentn; ™^Ij“-^'lwjT’sconlTyand^"’- nie^SSSinIthe'h1<SofUieJMBn WaS 

nsssvbees
/i£Ur“ '.I th' ™'ln« P“y Pushed Nigeria into the debt-noose. And 

amassed fortunes, then sought the he p one of its creditors was the Johnson 
of Asian traders and shippers to smuggle Matthey Bankers, which some Asian
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So far, no CBN official,has been ar. 

EsrBSSS 
firmed this. But the sources said some 
commercial banks and businessmen in 
Nigeria have been interrogated . It win 
be premature to release their names now 
because somebody who is a suspect, may 
not be a suspect at the end of the day," a 
reliable official source said.

Investigations into the J MB affair

&
Rajendra Sethia (centre), one of the Asians who allegedly fleeced Nigeria of millions 
through fraudulent deals

cleared. Often times, some customs men 
detected containers carrying sand or 
sawdust, rather than the goods marked 
on them.

By 1982, the CBN had become wary 
of transactions involving JMB. This 
began in November with a fraudulent 
letters of credit issued by the JMB, 
worth $13.7 million. In December of the 
same year, additional fraudulent letters 
of credit worth $82.6 million, issued by 
the same bank, was uncovered. /The 
Societe Generale Surveillance unearthed 
the fraud and put the bank on alert, in 
addition to issuing a non-negotiable 
report cancelling the letters of credit.

The SGS had discovered that its clean 
bill for finding certificates had been 
forged: without the bill, customs of­
ficials in Nigeria would not allow the 
goods to enter and would not issue bills 
of entry or signed papers for payments. 
Three Indians brothers, the Pahoomals, 
Narenda, Vinod and Sohan were involv-

^DECEMBER 1986

became inevitable, even a month before 
the London Observrrhit the streets’ with 
its own revelationw On November 8, 
1985, a labour party member of the 
British parliament Brain Sedgemore in­
terrupted a foreign policy debate and ad­
dressed the House on the hidden details 
about the collapse of the Johnson Mat­
they Bankers, including the Nigerian 
connection. He spoke of how powerful 
Britons, smart Asian businessmen and 
powerful Nigerian politicians and 
businessmen worked in concert to fleece 
the Nigerian economy and wreck the 
JMB. He spoke about how the Export 
Credit Guarantee Department was mud­
dled up in the sordid affair, how it was 
ripped off, and revealed the attempted 
British government cover up of the 
monumental scandal. Sedgerr -re men­
tioned Rajender Sethia, Abd.. Shamji, 
whose Greenfield company was involved 
in a number of construction projects in 
Anambra State, worth N68 million. He

9

just to ask the on-shore and off-shore 
banks whether they were aware of the 
transaction. Once the banks sent their 
affirmations, the CBN simply paid”, ex­
plained a source.

Banks involved in the well-planned 
racket were always forthcoming with af­
firmations, but not straight banks that 
operated clean business. “There were in­
stances where some foreign banks 
returned remitted money to the CBN 
because they were not aware of the 
spurious transactions,” one CBN source 
said. But he did not givd specifics. The 
source explained the play of the racket, 
“They floated spurious companies in 
Nigeria, forged import licences. At 
times, they used genuine licences. They 
forged customs documents and worked 
in league with corrupt customs of­
ficials.” The customs men were, a vital 
pivot in the racket. They were the people 
to issue papers that the goods had arriv­
ed Nigeria and had been examined and

traders had used to finance fraudulent 
exports to Nigeria. One of the Asians, 
and Indian, Abdul Shamji and his group 
of companies owed JMB £20 million 
part of which was committed in Nigeria. 
Another Indian, Rajende Sethia, owed 
£6 million. JMB’s hope that the debts 
would be, paid by Nigeria were dashed 
with the ouster of the Shagari regime in 
a military coup of December 31, 1983. 
The government of General Muham- 
madu Buhari, Shagari’s successor refus­
ed to pay as it felt the imports were 
tainted with corruption.

JMB became embroiled in trouble, a 
victim of its choking £120 million trade 
debts. By October 1984, the bank was 
declared bankrupt by the Bank of 
England and taken over. About £225 
million pumped into the insolvent bank 
by the Bank of England did not help 
matters. JMB became irredeemable. By 
December last year, the Nigerian 
Government, according to a statement 
by the Central Bank, embargoed all ex­
change transactions involving JMB. 
Sources close to the Nigerian in­
vestigators said the amount embargoed 
is about N200 million, about £140 
million, by the pre-Second Tier Ex­
change Market rates. Yet, a Bank of 
England report on the JMB in June last 
year, nine months after it took it over, 
gave the JMB a near clean bill, with 
respect to fraud. The Bank of England 
said it found that fraud amounted to an 
insignificant part of the N3O3 million 
losses sustained by JMB in 15 months. 
“No evidence of fraud by the directors 
or staff of JMB has been discovered, ex­
cept in one case.” But the same bank 
was indicted by its auditors, rnc 
Waterhouse which noted in their repo 
that JMB did not maintain Pr°Per 
counting records, and offence under s - 
tion 23 of the British Companies Act, 
carrying penalties of prison or fin , 
b°/i}>7can Concord learnt that the^level

the N6.2 billion swindle. And it could b 

esws ments on the matter “1 am not compe- 
tent to speak on the matter. I 
government affair , saio _
Director, Mr. Victor Odozi But unot

toom “mTcBN n=«r.^“eedrf 

tha™heegoo& haveowtered N^^a^ was ,
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s-bout these allegations, Turtill described the SGS _:* —. _ _'Z—
uuem as “a package of untruths.” And identities of the invest:Eaters, save
he claimed that the Nigerian in- leader, Takari Hafiru,~are secret.

• ecrizari-.e team were trying to “cover 
up for Stronghold because of its con-

nssnaied SGS lix year cossrax ■— VXA. 
Three pre^Hp=c= ,.-zar<« izre 
■.lax beer, appouue: x uxe ix zix. 
About 217,W> are xzg
crosschecked vz.x:: x SGS, as 
agalrt: the over tetzj iSs- 
ed by the Nigeria ~cce :ea=.
“V>e wore hazd ia 
Nieerian rrr.gr::g2-PP

Odozi: "I am not competent to speak on the 
matter"
nections with the powerful Salleh Jam- aw4 ,U3 M1 
bo, a “blood relations” of Shagari. Un- ioan gjvei 
til 1979, Jambo was Stronghold chair- inLondoi
man and now he is a director of Arewa Sethia owes jmb *16 million as 
Trading, said Turtill. against the £45 million owed the same
. urtl!I . further claimed that the bank by countryman Abdul Shamji For

te^ "CT 100 -,he J‘MB- that its unptw debts 
10kUSe.' l_h5 evl‘J™‘;e he sup- would snuff it out came early in 1984 

!hT ab°Ut Stronghold' . Jhc>’ when its then chairman. Ernest ~
x d. 2 ^eep a" aPPOimment with me man admitted a lull in JMB's ii

when I had my witnesses ready”, he told tional trade as a result of the ref,
African Concord. They turned up a countries like Nigeria to pav debt 
month later when the wintesses could no jMB customers like Sethia, like Shamji. 
longer be produced. . fwas not ,onS thereafter that the JMB

Nigena-JMB transactions worth £3 1 Wcnt under and the Bank of England de- 
bilhon are, mall, being examinedby the c|ared it a bankrupt. The lit word
local investigators. The former Nigerian about JMB and its knee-deep involve-
pre-shipment inspection company, mcnt jn the raping of Nigeria is yet to be 
Societe Generale De Surveillance is help- sajdt not untj| the Nigerian investigators 
r"f.!n}hc 1 kVeSi‘-rrt,0?: 1 y35 5aucd *?’ turn in *ls finaI rcP°rt. And that report 
following the difficulties faced by the wc learnt late last week would soon be
Chase Manhattan Bank, hired by the ready. “It is now being compiled,” said
Federal Government, to reconcile a source close to the local investigators. 
Nigeria’s trade debts of over N5.5
billion. The Buhari government ter- — Bayo Onanuga
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Nigerian fnvexigazor. Wherever we 
discover anomalies, we riu_:- rice pay­
ment. I: w-Zl be in fa*. z-z of N .zeria-”

The dependable scurce sprite about a 
major revelarion of its w erk st far. “In 
cur invesrizricns, -e disco , ered _ono ge­
nome busiresmeu in Nigeria are owed 
£123.5 miZics by the JMB as repayable 
commissions. I hey are yet :o make their 
claims through the Bank of England 
now running the affairs of JMB. me in­
vestigators of the Nigerian ride inndded 
officials of the Cental Bank cd Nigeria,

> and officers of me pciice. The 
save ±eir 

, x^xari Halim, are semen The 
vas enablisbed in 1965. Originally, 
to serve as a deposhors’ bank for 

mts involved in the Bullion Marki 
1978, it added to hs porfeiio k 
iting to commodity traders. ’ 
i risk business pammlariy 
.Iving African countrii 

:mpd to be cocksure of 1* 
. ^82, when things v 
1984, the 
cherished

denied sav-mg mat the 
.e Nigerian treamry 

N6.2 biliicn. B.t 
aid to hav e no ccncreoe 

r.idenoe or document: to support the 
ciaim. His fnr. ol-.emen: in the JMB af­
fair, according to the Nigerian 
magazine, *>er.r^atch, a: a result of 
nfoTmation given him bv a Briton, 
Peter Ed~ard Tunid. Edward Turtm 
was a former employee of a Nigerian 
company, Stronghold Nigeria Limited. 
He claimed that he was not paid 
dicer.gagemen: fees by the Nigerian com­
pany and threatened to expose how 
Slrongr.old was using an alleged British 
affiliated company, Are-^a Trading 
Company to.carry cut iiiegai deals. In 
his resolve to establish a well-grounded 
case against his former employers, Tur- 
till was said to have stumbled on facts 
related to JMB and the Nigerian connec­
tion. He was said to have passed them 
on to Sedgemore.

The stories of Stronghold and Tunill 
and the relationship between Stronghold 
and Are-wa have been told elsewhere (See 
Turtill/Stronghold story). But how- 
much does Turtill really know about 
JMB? And the Nigerian connections? 
The Nigerian probe team has dismissed 
him as an unreliable witness. “He seem­
ed to us a man of frustration. He 
couldn’t produce any’ of the five 
witnesses he promised. He has no docu­
ment to back up his claims. From our in­
terviews with him, he has no idea of 
what wc are looking for. He has no in­
sight at all into the JMB affair,” said a 
member of the probe team of their two 
interviews with Turtill. The source 
recalled the team’s first visit to Turtill in 
10
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^dd Sedgemcre 
“eerir.g of m 
amounted

hie IpmcSi feoflK. “during hit dactfs- 
laces wxr. ta, be coatxmtoady fTaar/ed 
z'ze huge em/dope ^a/ng h cor.^r.ed 
docaaMaa zc, prove how much he knr* 
abtxx rie J.MB. Be: he refused to show 
ccern. co uc, proamfag to provide five 
-Imecien. TurriZ reneged on this, 
premcar.ri.g it os treats by the British 
Gcvemmem and the Loedon fraud 
s^ad and a dearie rixea: by an unnamed 
Nigerian nririicuame.

..ce ?<z.erian cc-rce zz'.i African 
Ccrzccrd cbac . urrib, mxead of teriing 
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emer X rise ?<geriac High Ccmmis- 

t s'l^—* —5-2^*,chinz a:
aZ, why go to the riigh Commisricner. 
” - wax for us as we promised to

in to talk to his five witnesses”, ---e_  
-. contacted by African Concord officials < 

riiegaxions, Turtill described the SGS
; “a package of untruths.” And identities

leaoer, *____ ______ , __  _____
JMB-was estab fished in 1965. Oririra 
it was to serve as a depcritcrs' bank 
clients involved in the BuZic- Marki 
In 1978, it added to its perfefio loan 
granting to commodity traders. It was a 
high risk business particulariy fcr trades 
involving African couzxies. But JMB 
seempd to be cocksure of its onions umil
1982, when things began to fafi apart. In 
1984, the assets of one of its most 
cherished customers, Esai’s com­
modities were frozen, following aZeza- 
tions of fraud. JMB took par. r; a -"^il 
million attempt to rescue Esal. Esai. 
owned by Rajendra Sethia, said to be a 
friend of Shehu Shagari had helped'to 
boost JMB’s £24.3 million profits in
1983, as a result of Esai’s profitable 
trade with Nigeria. The trade centred 
mainly on sugar, whose price was in­
flated to the Nigerian tax paver, bv over 
1000 per cent. Sethia who claimed he 
gave N50 million to NPN in 19S3 is now­
serving terms in a New Delhi, India jail 
for his’inability to redeem £170 million

□yen him by Indian Banks, based 
on.

Zethia owes JMB '£6 million, 
against the £45 million owed the s 
bank by countryman Abdul Shamji' 
the JMB, signs that its unpaid J 

.would snuff it out came earl; 1.. 
when its then chairman, Ernest Pater­
man admitted a lull in JMB’s interna­
tional trade as a result of the refusal of 
countries like Nigeria to pay debts owed 
JMB customers like Sethia,’iikc Shamji. 
It was not long ‘ '
went under and______
dared it a bankrupt.
about JMB and its knee-deep ... 
ment in the raping of Nigeria is yet 
said, not until the Nigerian invest!! 
turn in its final report. And that repc 
we learnt late last week would soon 
ready. “It is now being compiled,” 
a source close to the local invcstigati
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Unscrupulous businessmen

Scsnnidlsill that shook the City
Britain’s commercial centre, the City of London; has taken stock of itself since the 
collapse of JMB. But it is unlikely that victims of the elaborate fraud will ever get to

rion prop 
though it 
company, 
awarded 1

'To this list can be added two changes in 
the regulations surrounding stock trading 
in the City of London, known respectivdv 
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“^Xdd'mAction programmein Ihe 

SK'd.d-imie-'mor^.h/n “refresh'^

©onch^otw have been°heard of sincc. That 

notwithstanding. for the fi™ “me on 
British television the effects of the massive 
import fraud on the lives of ordmary 
Nigerians, of which JMB was only a small 
part, was hardly seen.

To make the point, the programme dealt 
mainly with Abdul Shamji s group of 
companies, especially Greenfield Con­
struction and their relationship with the 
former governor of Anambra state. Jim 
Nwobodo, the brash, though charismatic 
enfant terrible of Nigerian party politics. 
The camera saved nothing and showed the 
visible evidence of the business partnership 
betwen Nwobodo and Greenfield Con­
struction in Anambra. Roads for which 
millions of naira had been paid in advance 
lay unguarded running from nowhere to 
nowhere Bridges and flyovers that were 
supposed to have been constructed years 

Mago. were unfinished. In some cases pre­
liminary ground breaking had not even1 
been undertaken before the projects had 
been abandoned and nature, in the form of 
thick bush and undergrowth, allowed to 
reclaim the land

Mr Kobin Leigh-i'emberton, Governor oj the 
Bank of England

Many leading journalists who have had 
dealings with Turtill are less than impre­
ssed by his allegations. A source formerly.- 
close to the London Observer was quite 
blunt about it and said, “I wouldn't trust 
Turtill as far as I could throw a grand 
piano.” He claimed that Turtill had made 
approaches on several occasions trying to 
sell him a story on JMB, but he distrusted 
both his motives and the veracity of his

Another source in the UK Sunday Tunes c»'ered almsot <^very 
newpaper said Turtill was "deeply unreh- 
able with an axe to -grind against his 
former employer.” This assessment seems 
to be a constant thread linking all those 
who have met him, and has been streng­
thened by his attempt.to make capital out 
of Giwa’s murder. But whatever the 
motives of his allegations against Jambo, it 
is more than likely that there is a grain of 
truth in more general Turtill allegations

Matthey Bank (JMB) crisis became chaugBs effectively opened up to foreign 
id£the repercussions looked set to run competition the incestuously cosy world of 

.... .the City where the k..id of conditions 
which allowed the JMB scandal to occur, 
had hitherto flourished.
.Peter Turtill had already made allega­

tions concerning. business malpractice in 
iris provided for Nigeria, mainly by his former employer 

' -—tors by a client Strongho|d Ltd (African Concord No 74). 
■bit, a leading Cabinet But he now claims to have evidence that
Thatcher’s Conscrva- Giwa’s assassination was in some way

linked to the JMB collapse.

To all this, unscrupulous Nigerians were 
a willing party. Greenfield Construction, 
was allowed to tender for major contruct- 

|ects. worth several millions even 
1 was not a bona fide engineering 

In some cases, contracts were 
to Greenfield that it had not even 

tendered for.
But the exposure of Shamji’s Greenfield 

construction company only provided tan­
talising hints of other more formidable 
frauds, especially in the trading sector. The 
extent of these frauds were enormous and 

y aspect of importation 
into Nigeria Most of the fraudulent 
methods used then are now with hindsight 
well known, such as over invoicing and no 
delivery of goods. But it is worth recapping 
on some of the more blatant examples of 
fruad

One was the businessman who imported 
iuv’.cd- of tons of milk powder ?nlv to 
find that the packages contained sawdust 
Another was paid for goods that were

11

the bottom of the story, Writes Nnamdi Anyadike.
■^^hen ir early 1984 the Johnson as the ‘liftlt bane’ and ‘big bang’. These 

publid^the repercussions looked set to run 
for quite some time. It, had all the ingre­
dients of a major scandalous business 
deal linked to unorthodox and irregular 
banking practices; an ‘old boy’ network 
in the City of London seeking to protect 
one of ‘their own’; call girls provided for 
one of the bank’s directors b; 
plus friendship between / ‘ 
and Norman Tcbbit, a let 
member in Mrs. 
five Government.

Politically me saga was dynamite and led 
to the controversial take-over of JMB by 
the Bank of England. The crusade led by 
the Labour.MP, Brian Scdgemore, whose 
Shoreancn constituency is adjacent to 
London’s Square" Mile, exposed 
-die link between the JMB collapse and the 
gigantic fruad that had been perpetrated 
on Nigeria. The fraud was at its ’ eight 
during the Nigeria.! oil boom and included 
unscrupulous businessmen and their Nige- 
r.an collaborators. Three names were to 
crop up again and again during,the inquries 
— Abdul Shamji. Rajendra Sethia. 
Mahmoud Sipra - and it became clear 
that they were the linch-pin in JMB’s 
Banking operations involving loans.to what 
were termed high*risk areas in return for 
high interest rate repayments. In April, the 
Nigerian Fraud Squad visited London, and 
together with their British counterparts, 
interviewed a number of people.

Since then there has been a resounding 
silence surrounding the whole affiar. What 
the true extent of the fraud was, nobody 
yet knows, pnd it _ts possible no one ever 
will. But just as it began to appear as 
though the whole JMB saga might,be swept 
under the carpet, a number of events in 
October contrived to revive the case. The 
first was the assassination in Lagos of one 
of the country’s leading journalists. Dele 
Giwa, the second was a two-part documen­
tary of British television’s ‘World in 
Action’ programme on the JMB; and the 
third were ^allegations by Peter Turtill. a 
former employee of Salleh Jambo’s 
Stronghold Nigeria Ltd that he knew the 
identity of Giwa’s killers.

The local fortunes made by Nige­
rians were nothing compared to 
those of the externally based 
manipulators.
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tie 'rrv ending pumi- £ufl bad lo be 
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“ ' -u small list cvimtlr-'.- 
knitr be added. and 
Brhffifc teiensiOT a 
±i£ ir trie earh day*

and the pear '. ?K 2 years.

Paper published earlier this year 
n- if -: _re a wide 

of measures, some of which are 
in operation os a provisional basis. 

_ a Beard of Bankir.z Supervision 
rise the Governor cf the Bank’ of 

report direct.} to the Treas- 
ervision matters. The main 
ill probably •>.. ide the aboli-

the minds of 
less journalists.

......... iv m«. possibilities of 
insider’ trading, the J MB affair has been 

relegated to the backburner. Nigerians and 
other victims of the scandal are now left on 
the sharp end of City fraud to wonder just 
how much was swrnt under the carpet.

AIRK AN CONCORD 4 DECEMBER 1986

At die State opening of Parliament in 
November, the new Criminal Justice Bill, 
which calls for the setting up of a serious 
crime fraud squad was proposed. This 
came three years after the appointment of 
a committee under Lord Roskill to look 
mto ways of strengthening fraud trials. The As these changes on™, 

its recommendations arc to be adopted. * dealers to the p 
On the rules of evidence and criminal 
procedure, it will now be possible for 
evidence in court to be given via a live 
video link from abroad, Documentaiy 
evidence will become admissible with

Governor of the Nigerian Central Bank, Alhaji Abdulkadir
This point was stressed, because whatev­

er the local fortunes made by Nigerians in 
the course of the various rackets, it was 
nothing compared to what was.made by 
the real manipulators who were based 
externally, as the collapse of JMB 
with debts totalling over £250 million 
showed. That paticular ’scam’ was only 
possible based on the premise of substan­
tial repratriation of profits to cover the 
high interest loan repayments, by men like 
Shamp It also required the intimacy of 
close friendship between Shamji and the 
bank’s directors.
12

Here we cmie l< the ’hird lisped, ilv 
'old boy’ network which allowed Sliamji'to 
cultivate a personal relationship with l.n. 
Fraser, one of JMB’s directors, and |. y 
him with call girls and cntcrtainine.il^it 
flat set up in London for the purpov.’It 
soon became clear that, following the 
takeover of JMB by the Bank ol England 
and the subsequent sale earlier this year <•,' 
the Billion trading arm to the An I'.Jian 
commerical bank, Westpac Banking ( <-r 
poration, that .he rJcs covering bank:' , 
would- have been changed to avoid 
another scandal in the City.

fewer constraints, and serer.ce will 
no longer have the rigr.: w s-’-omauc 
challenge of jurors.
These measure-Are ad'.pted in the
UK across the board iv. -ding criminal 
trials. One other major pi*-'- of i emulation 
for the new parliament - . the replace­
ment of the 1979 Ban. ng Act to put the 
UK banking industry underarm supervi­
sion. _______ _____ ___________
The new Bill prevents any bank 
from loaning more than 10% of 
its capital to individuals without 
notifying-the Bank of England.

rhe leglisatiun is like?. :o be similar to 
the White P--------
on bankir 
variety g, 
already ;..
One is a 
tn advise 
England and re 
ury on super, 
legislation will . 
ton of the present two tiered dstmctkrn 
between recognised banks and licensed 
deposit takbrs. They w ill be merged into a 
single category of tank, subject to the 
same supervisory' scrutiny. Any deposit 
taker with a certain amount of capital will 
be able to call itself a bank. The ’evelof 
capital required is to be set at £5 million. 
The Bank of England will also be aven 
greater control over the bank’s activities.

A new criminal offence ~‘recklessly 
providing the Bank with false cr mislead­
ing information", will be introduced and 
the Bank will have new powers to com- 
-and banks to supply it with information. 

Bu importantly, the Bill will lay down 
lending limits in order to prevent banks 
building up loan exposure to single 
borrowers of the type that brought down 
JMB The White Paper proposed that any 
exposure to individual customers equiva­
lent to more than 10 per cent of a bank’s 
capita! would need to be notifed to the 
Bank qf England.

Cnanges have also been introduced to 
cover Stock Exchange trading in the Gty 
of London, and they were introduced in 
March and October. This change became 
known as the ‘big bang’, md the ’little 
bang’ and has altered forever the cosy 
world of the London Stock Exchange by 
opening its doors to overseas banks. It has 
forced all UK banks to ‘tighten up their 
act’, for fear of losing out to their new 
competitors.
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Peter Turtill. one of the whistle blowers
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IHtow Twtill fell out with Stronghold
Peter Edward Turtill, a 45 year old Briton, consistently claims he holds the key to

on a 
paid

unlock the Nigerian connection in the huge fraud that rocked the JMB and finally 
contributed to its bankruptcy in 1984. This is Turtill’s story as told by his former 
employers, Stronghold] Nigeria Limited.

of the employment. Turtill insisted that 
he needed the leave as he wanted to have 
some rest.

Odulesi conveyed Turtill’s case to the 
chairman of the three-man board, Alha- 
ji Zakari Mohammed, a lawyer. 
Mohammed rejected the application 
outright, resting his position on Turtill’s 
employment cdntract. Turtill applied for 
the leave on June 22, 1982. On June 28, 
he got a definitive ‘No’ from Mohamm­
ed. On July 1,1982, Turtill resigned.

"OETER Edward Turtill, born on 
A March 3, 1943 was employed by 
Stronghold Nigeria Limited on January 
20, 1982, a week after he was interview­
ed in London for the job. He was 
recruited by another Briton, M.A. 
Bromage who was then the managing 
director of the Nigerian Company. 
Bromagc joined Stronghold in 1981 and 
left in 1982 following some undisclosed 
‘problems’ he had with the.manage­
ment.

Turtill began work with Stronghold, 
the same day he accepted the employ­
ment letter, dated January 20, 1982. He 
was employed as a service manager, 
yearly salary of N20.000, to be . 
monthly in arrears. Along with the 
salary, he was to enjoy all the other ser­
vice conditions applicable to other ex­
patriate staffers—a free accommodation 
well furnished and with appropriate 
domestic staff, an official car, one 
month leave after every six months of' 
work, with travelling expenses to be 
borne by the company.

ing the provision of the contract, a 
British Caledonian flight ticket was 
bought for him by Stronghold and on 
July 3, 1982. Turtill left Nigeria. He 
travelled on a Saturday. The following 
Monday, July 5, Stronghold wrote the 
Nigerian Immigration authorities, infer- 
ming them that Turtill had left the com­
pany. A letter from British Caledonia 
Airways (BCAL) confirming that Turtil] 
boarded its craft to London was attach- 
ed.

To leave the services of the company, 
he was expected to give a six-month 
notice. If the company too wanted to 
terminate his employment, it was 
similarly bound to give him a six-montn 
notice.

As Stronghold’s service manager, 
Turtill was charged with the responsible 

,ty to oversee the company’s engineering 
services division, one of the three divi­
sions in the 15 year old company.

He had barely spent five months in 
the company when he applied to g 
leave. According to top managernc 
sources at Stronghold, his leave app i - 
tion came some days after Br°maijc 
resignation, -The officials said Turtill 
probably wrote the letter in panic,, a 
Bromage was the person who brougi 
him to Stronghold and was a godfather 
of some sort Turtill.

Since he was yet to spend the contra 
tual six months, Turtill’s apphea i 
rejected. Bromage’s acting sut.eea.• 
the Nigerian general . . mj
told him that he had to fulfil tin. terms

"We should be grateful if you would 
remove Turtill’s name from our ex­
patriate quota as we shall no longer bear 
responsibilities for his stay in Nigeria.” 
the company wrote to the Immigration 
Department.

An official of the company said the 
management regarded Turtill’s depar­
ture as good riddance. “Throughout his 
stay here, he didn’t seem to be conver­
sant with his job. He was introduced to 
us by Bromage who said he wanted him 
to be employed,” the official said. He 
recalled a- favourite joke among the 
Nigerian technicians who worked under

api
Hint

The resignation letter, in a blue sheet, 
was handwritten and contained four 
lines. It was sent to Odulesi, with Turtill 
saying: “Please receive this notice in 
writing of my resignation as of today. It 
is with much regret that I will be leaving 
Stronghold but as soon as my salary and 
remittance is arranged, I will leave on 
the first available flare (sic) to London 
that is if it is your wish.”

His letter was accepted immediately 
and the accountant asked to prepare his 
entitlements. Turtill was paid two mon- 

----- -------------- n.iiilcsi ths salary “ N2*355 t0 cover the month 
the Nigerian general manager, < • of June and hjs ieave bonus, thus waiv-
told him that he had to fulfil the terms

AFRICAN CONCORD 4 DECEMBER 1986
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Print
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. He never

He
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.nem C s look 
. • ec up with a

Hands-On,' 
\fiternational

economic print supplies service

t r es -as Jambo 
. - He z-.z alleged 
- _-.g “is “bleed 
.e-.a : :tracer Presi- 
---77- :z perpetrate 
• being book-

..st i".z. -nt >ere former
.- nrs not v.'-ared his 
zi z :ez.-^zz - ‘ igerian

contact John HacAer at
i Hands-On International
i 18/21 Chattorhousc Square
I londonECI

I<*/<*/>/h>ru* < 44 I 60(1 0488 
Inlox MlinMI alt HABODE

Plateau fitatc," an ',Tr.c.zl
On I ur’iir*. pert/zerz icc.c4.-_cr. -Jcz: 

Stfonghold ~ z z'.isgemen:
fee, flic official: reteret:

Turlill that owet z rr.crr. 
observed the empZymerz 
ought to have given z :J —z 
before resigning. Bz re : 
should be the pertcr. a: king

Hands-On, 
■ Internationa;He began the crusade with Alhaji Salleh Jambo 

who is the chairman of Jambo Holdings, a part of 
which is Stronghold. He then threaten toreveal alleged 
shads deals between Stronghold and Arewa Trading 
Companv which he believed was Jambo Holdings sub­
sidiary. He also alleged that Jambo was exploiting his 
blood relations with Nigeria's former President Shehu 
Shagari to perpetrate illegal import deals."

tptkecmen denied
L tiler: .'trr.be was ever 
cea:. They also denied 
: t'.gt owned Arewa

Stronghold consists z: 
firms that used to be 
foreigners. This explalrz : . r 
t:ons in the company. Sr. 
manufactures steel f_r-.li.-. 
shelves, steel racking and . 
ti-ns. Another centres cr 
tion of engineering and r.ea , en_.rrr.er.: 
such as cranes, fork zenerztr. T-* 
third division is ctr.erric - _-e 
business of importing sec_r.r znd f re­
lighting equipment.

All the three divisions ■ -ere —creed 
under Stronghold in the v-a..e rf tre'.-.- 
digenisatioin laws of the The .'a.—-
b~ Holdings now owns the c r -• - ar • 1 v 
p.. cent.

•r.err. c ; cd.cad'.antzg*.

1 are z . the far. that ycj waited 
mc-nthc before complaining of 

our alleged m::mana?err.ent of your 
cave.

“I am sorry you have not yet found 
employment, but I cannot see how we 
can be in any way responsible for that.

“It is our intention now to treat this as 
closed." Collison’s letter was coded 
WTG/STAS/79/68. •

For about three months afterwards. 
Stronghold heard nothing again from 
Turtill until June 1983 when he wrote 
separate letters to the Chairman of 
Stronghold, Zakari Muhammed, the
14

“Arewa Company is an independent j 
company. It’s a buying agent for private 1 
companies as Crown Agents is for ; 
governments and parastatals,’’ a 
Stronghold official told African Con- *! 
card.

The officials also denied any involve- 1 
ment in the multi-pronged JMB import 
fraud. “\Xe don’t have any connection 
whatsoever with the JMB,” swore an of­
ficial, buttressing it with the fact that 
local investigations in Nigeria have not 
even bothered to interrogate any of- j 
ficials of Stronghold. (A source close to 1 
the Nigerian probe team confirmed j 
this.) The officials also denied that Sam­
bo was a relation of Shagari. "Shagari is 
from Sokoto while Sambo is from I.

AI RIl AN CONCORD 4 DECEMBER 1986
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worth £125 million.

nr

apartment 
, Gar- 
luxury

_  the increased 
revaluations often 
d by the income. In 
— the hot— ----

-*!C. Lots of people see him and i 
He was extremely 

ne persuaded several banks i

imerce and the Central Bank of •

once lived. Within four yearit grew I
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because « 
business 
charismatic, 
believe him. 
believable.” He 
to lend mone 
were Barclays,.. 
and Comi 
India.

,„_r and deeper into debts, getung deepe a hundreds of
From b“>k. bo"?*1Xs, the group's 

nndbounds.

“^oS^k^R^ 
Rovce two yachts and a manston. He 
was readily and lavishly entertaining 
bankers and businessmen and pohti- 
cians, and was well known as a con­
tributor to conservative party.

IffE 
knowledge or consent to boost his ever- 
growing carboard empire. Mrs Thauher 
* ‘ ' house for a Tory Party-

All the pe'ople who had visited 
his house or are his friends 
were carefully arranged to 
come into his orbit. For ins­
tance, in 1978, Shamji care­
fully began a process which 
was to bring him closer to the 
Conservative Party. Mr. An­
drew Rowe who set up the 
Anglo-Asian Conservative 

i’s view point he was Society had an idea of having 
lire he claimed had a dinner jn order to meet some 

of the successful members of 
the Asian community in Bri­
tain.”

“But when Abdul Shamji per­
suaded John Matthey Bank 
and other banks to lend him 
£35 million he appeared to be 
building an impressive busi­
ness empire—offices, and 
apartment buildings, hotels, 
theatres, ships and luxury 
yachts. From Shamji’s view 
point, he was the head of an 
empire he claimed had assets

*• 'T'HE man who was to become a cent- 
A ral figure in the Johnson Matthey 

Bank’s scandal in London, and who 
played his part well in Nigeria started 
from ‘humble beginnings.’ Abdul Sham­
ji came to Britain in 1972, forced out of 
Uganda along with thousands of Asians 
expelled by Idi Amin who also con­
fiscated his business assets. According to 
the Shamji legend perpetuated by nis 
publicity machine, he rose penniless, 
forced to leave in resettlement camps.

However, the Shamji’s legend never 
squared up with reality. He never lived 
in refugee camps. From the start he lived 
in luxury flats in a fashionable part of 
London. Shamji had series of accounts 
in Switzerland and other foreign banks 
which he set up while in Uganda with 
balance exceeding $1 million..

Mr. Shamji used to boast that you 
don’t have to have a bank’s balance, all 
you have to do is to persuade bankers to 
lend you money. Michhel Hendrie who 
was a senior executive in Abdul Shamji’s 
company for six years until he resigned

fund-raising event, and he was to secret­
ly use her name, her photograph and 
personal endorsement in pursuing his 
business deals.

Michael Hendrie said: ‘‘He dropped 
□use names implicitly by the photographs he 
five had of people who he may not know en- 
the tirely well, but the impression was 

perhaps he knew them terribly well.”
All the people who had visited his 

house or are his friends were carefully 
arranged to come into his orbit. For in- 

-. . stance, in 1978, Shamji carefully began a
ent„,r°r..th,e hrase was process which was to bring him closer lo
it Shamji^ had borrowed the Conservative Party. Mr. Andrew

"’c-e Rowe who set up the Anglo-Asian Con­
ey6^ month Mr. servative Society had an idea of having a 

s in business, it was dinner in order to meet some of the suc-
15

The rise and fall of Shamji’s empire 
Abdul Shamji’s was the typical case of a hasty climber who fell suddenly.

put into it. Th* Scottish Development 
Agency was ready to give it over with 
subsidy to any person who could run it 
efficiently on the provision that the 
buyer will keep manufacturing the truck 
in Scotland.

Shamji accepted government subsidy 
to take over the Stonefield Truck Com­
pany, and he promised to keep manufac­
turing the vehicles in Scotland with Scot­
tish workers. In reality he closed it down 
as the grants ran out and moved it to 
Kent where there were more grants. The 
Scottish Development Agency was left 
with an empty factory in which Shamji 
owed £65,000 in unpaid rent and 
£100,000 in the original purchase price 
of the company. Mluwltu >. v.

In fact, despite Shamji’s enviable con- Rowing carboard 
nection actual orders for the Stonefield had visited his hi 
Trucks were hard to find. Shamji could 
neither pay suppliers of spare parts nor 
workers. This is not surprising because 
in the Shamji’s publicity machinery, he 
bought a company, Universal Leather 
Goods and Handbag factory in 
Blackborough from a receiver and made 
it profitable and increasing job by 75 to 
200. The truth was the exact reverse. 
Profits were down by three quarters 
since Shamji’s take-over and jobs were 
fewer.

But when Abdul Shamji persuaded 
John Matthey Bank (JMB) and other 
banks to lend him £35 million he ap­
peared to be building an impressive 
business empire - offices and * -
buildings, hotels, theatres (Moma, 
rick and Duchess), ships and k 
yachts. From Shamji’s view 
the head of an empire «»»>• 
assets worth £125 million. In re — 
was building a house of cards because 
some of the assets were over-valued and 
payments exceeded income, and credit 
often went unpaid.

The Shamji technique was like this: in 
1979 he bought off a house in Park Lane 
for £2.1 million. But everything that 
Shamji bought was immediately worth 
more. Innumerable firms of valuers Were 
constantly being brought in to value and 
revalue. So in four years Shamji’s hoi— 
appreciated to £9,750,000 - nearly f 
fold increase. The purpose of the 
revaluations was to obtain further funds 
from his bankers..

The trouble was that 
borrowing from r: 
couldn’t be financed 
1983, the rei 
£331,000, but------ ..... ---------
heavily against it, so the interest alone 
cost £600,000. So every month Mr. 
Shamji’s Gomba was in business, it was
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Th© rape of Anambra

Nwobodo (right) before a Special Military Tribunal
4 17

I Hl ur i ■Hi

and 
was a

the state 
payment of

tion companies had tendered frnsg, 
ol the contracts a whjch waj n

anyway. In one *- '•u
tC"?ThengAnambra State Governmen[

EnueTand a permanent bridge 10 
rephce this temporary one across lhe 
“Twas ever done in either Pro. 

j'on another contract.
Greenfield a down

jstigations into 
cards took us to 

rovered more distur- 
j way this friend of 
□I.less.
Abdul Hamid Sham- 

ipressivc collection of letters 
private jet for the trip to 
i.avclled to Enugu, capital

In the league of fraudsters, 
swindlers Abdul Ahmed Shamji 
superstar. His exploits read like fairy 
tales. Arriving London from Idi Amin’s 
Uganda he told the British he was a 
refugee. He did not also say he was a 
millionaire. Out of nothing he built up a 
mighty financial empire, which went in­
to ashes because it was a house of cards 
built on fraud. His tentacles spread to 11 
foreign locc&ons outside Britain and 
found their way into Anambra .state 
where an ally, former Governor Jim 
Nwobodo was waiting. Breaking the 
Johnson Matthey Bank was the climax of 
Shamji’s adventures. Tin BBC Televi­
sion documentary series ‘World in Ac­
tion’ on the JMB traced Shamji’s deals 
including a piece on how Shamji and 
Nwobodo ripped off the Anambra 
Slate people.
Below are excerpts:

<f\NE aspect of our inves 
Vz the Shamji house of 
Nigeria. Here wc unc< 
bing facts about the _ 
Senior Tories did busines

In October 1980, 
ji look his impressiv 
and hired a pri 
Nigeria. He tra\_______
of Anambra State.

The oil boom of the 1970s had turned 
Nigeria into the richest country in Black 
Africa, willing to spend vast sums of 
money on new roads and industries. 
“People were making enormous 
amounts of money in Nigeria, some of 
them German companies and some 
American companies, and there were 
huge projects going and, of course, 
Shamji was interested in getting his 
hands on some big projects. He is always 
interested in trying to make a mega deal, 
a huge killing. That was all that fuelled 
the furnace as far as he was concerned.

State governor, Jim Nwobodo was 
ideally placed to* assist him in mega 
deals. He had already enjoyed Shamji’s 
hospitality in London and other bless­
ings including determination, charisma 
but not honesty or humility.

“He (Nwobodo) solely decided which 
contract should go out to who, when, 
how and where.” Dr. Mariam Ikcjiani 
(Nwobodo’s former commissioner) is a 
lecturer in Politics Nigeria, and has 
made a study of the way Governor 
Nwobodo awarded state contracts. “He 
would decide which company, which 
person was willing to pay the money in 
his account abroad. This was the factor 
that decided who got which contracts.” 
■ Mr. Shamji formed a new company 
with secret Nigerian partners. He called 
it Greenfield Construction and put his
AFRICAN CONCORD 4 DECEMBER 1986

brother-in-law in charge. Within mon­
ths, it has miraculously been awarded 
contracts for roads and bridges worth 
N38 million (then) £46 million. “For ex­
ample, Abdul Shamji at the time that he 
got those contracts in Nigeria, didn’t 
have experienced civil engineering staff 
and equipment, plant and many sorts of 
operations that could carry those con­
tract?. Not at all? It was unusual, 
therefore, to have companies like that to 
be awarded large contracts worth 
millions-of pounds.”

“It was more unusual with the fact 
that a number of experienced construe-
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Sam Ifeka, ex-finance commissioner
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. of Greenfield’s ] 
paid £2.5 millic 
been two I

On the trail of the JMB af­
fair, our Assistant Editor, 
Bayo Onanuga stumbled on 
yet to be unravelled £7.3 
million fraud. Former finance 

. commissioner in Anambra
■ State, Samson Ifeka, was 

sentenced to 22 years im­
prisonment for his part in the 
deal. But authoritative police 
sources say Ifeka’s principal 
accomplice is a powerful 
business tycoon and leader of 
one of Nigeria’s unorthodox 
religions.
HPv. ENTY-FOUR hours before 

Nigeria’s military putsch of 
I December 31, 1983 and the subsequent 
l mass arrests of former politicians, one 
' politician was already behind bars in a
■ prison at Enugu, capital of Anambra 
• State. He was Samson Ifeka, the bespec-
■ tacled, beared finance commissioner 
i under former Governor Jim Nwobodo.
' Ifeka’s arrest, as he was to say later, 
i was at the instance of Nwobodo’s suc­

cessor, C.C. Onoh. Onoh set the police 
on Ifeka after he found Ifeka’s signature

_ _ Epwroiaiag es, but

i--.-was —. AN-y. were rerper.e; more or 
they »se preferred.
“0yJ«g'3®2„

sad >rer, he sued for
3 a by new. C ujidiag work 

4f-ped on toe road aaa tne oridae 
the money had run cut.

'■ =03.1 of 1934, the Nigerian mili-
Jh’ed of crilian-t.yie corruption 
over. Among its first actions was to 

into what had happened

of inquiry investigated 
.h. projects Shamji’s Company had I 

riven. It found out that there ap- I 
nSrs to be evidence of fraud and that I 
iZZ Gomba Greenfield Company has, 
I-;'m the beginning, planned to deceive.

. special tribunal asked Governor 
r„ Nwobodo why he had awarded such 
larze contracts to company with no ex- 
n-n-nce. which hadn’t been tendered. 
His difficulty in explaining was increas­
ed bv the fact that all the foreign mana- 
-ern'n' of Greenfield including Shamji’s 
brother-in-law had fied leaving their 
headquarters deserted.

“The Nigerian authorities have accus­
ed the Greenfield Company. Governor j 
Nwobodo and Gomba of pocketing I 
some £3 million for work that wasn't I 
done m Nigeria under its contracts. 
V.hat is your view of that claim? “As I 
said, there is r.o evidence of any serious 
work having been done and there were 
lots of activities but none of the roads 
was built. And I know that all those con­
tracts would have carried really substan­
tial mobilisation payments, and I don’t 
know where they went."

Part of the answer came from one 
Greenfield director who did give evi­
dence. Joe Ogbodo, alias Small Joe ad­
mitted that he was in fact a front man on 
the Greenfield board for the governor, 
Jim Nwobodo. Tribunal heard that 
Small Joe had withdrawn £1.6 million 
from the Greenfield account in the ACB 
in Enugu and taken away in cardboard 
boxes and then delivered into Governor 
Nwobodo’s office.

Tribunal found that Nwobodo had all 
along been Abdul Shamji’s secret part­
ner in Greenfield Construction and that 
the intention from the start has been to 
defraud, in grand style, the ;ax payers of 
the state. Jim Nwobodo who was 
already serving jail sentences totalling 
296 years for corruption, was ordered to 
repay over a million pounds. Greenfield 
was only to repay nearly £2 million.

Several Stoncfield trucks which had 
been shipped to Nigeria were impound­
ed, and so the luxury yacht ‘Fartada’— 
it lies rotten in Lagos Island. Nearly half 
of the fine remains unpaid.

a-.—.-i: the 1 -"-i-

- ;
‘ - V j?. / ; -■

’.r-tr r.-’a;-..,.--- y mare 
e ' ‘ ; -v

Ti’.?2-' from

war clearly futiU £5‘ro:’‘g place which 
somewhere else. Ard .t" road waS

expert-, did gm emX'edb“kd 
quickly, and reS!^"“ 
"pr^^Th^d^d^

hich to

million .or this Stretch of grace which awesHgam 
a fe« a rotten sign would be the 
only evidence that Abdul Shamji’s 
Greenfield Company was ever here.

Anambra State also paid over £2 
million for four lane road linking Gover­
nor Nwobodo s home village, Ameciii 
with the mam road. For their money, 
they go’, eight miles of mud in two stret- 
ches which is >ull to join up because the 
bridge across the river is incomplete. 
When the rams came, some of the little 
of which had been erected was washed 
away- No*, derelict site office and 
abandoned equipment are almost .all 
that remains of Greenfield’s presence.

Nigerians paid £2.5 million for what 
should have been two lane highway link­
ing several outlying villages, ail they have 
to show is twenty-miles of unfinished 
road which comes to a sudden halt at a 
narrow river. Weil, today, the villagers 
ran only wonder why so w ide a track on­
ly leads to their local creek.
3 shamji had found a pot of gold and 
aas anxious to repeat his success in 
Winning contracts. So, in 1983, he sent 
one of his luxury yachts to Lagos: The 
chin’s captain. David Becsman, was also 
;' kcd to take an unusual cargo, “i was. 
asked al onc P0,'nt °n board, the vessel 
. the shaping manager, if I would be 
r'eparcd ro take down nine or so call-

Svo’u were to lake ninc cal,-8ifls onto 
Jgos?”

what purpose?"
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political
.• knew

result of 
in prison." a

. cons dered 
who could 

sentiment- against

" him. Iteka’' 
deci-mhix 198b

the Mohammed tribunal verdict, it ap­
pears everyone has gone o sleep on the 
matter.

Authoritative polk; sources in 
Nigeria told the Africa/. Concord that 
one of the persons involved in the Ifeka 
deal was the powerful Nigerian 
businessman, with interests in estate, 
brewery and other businesses. The 
businessman is also known as leader of a 
fringe religious movement, with head­
quarters in the outskirt of Lagos.

authorising eight payments in hard cur­
rency, to a British company, Cross 
Oceans Limited. The payments valued at 
£7,356,721 (nearly N50 million) were in 
respect of a contract between Anambra 
State and the; company for "combined 
stable and coarse fibre filaments in­
cluding tufted carpet manufacturing 
complex. The contract was never ex­
ecuted, but the money found itvyay into 
the accounts of Cross Oceans Limited. 
The money itself was a loan from a 
British bank and it u:.% guaranteed by 
Samuel Montagu and Company 
Limned.

At first, Ifeka thought thar his in­
carceration by the Police was a classic 
case cf witch-hunting by political op­
ponents; that it would be a matter of 
time for him to regain his freedom. But 
that wishful thinking soon petered out as 
soldiers rolled out their tanks, locking 
up hundreds or other politicians and 
public officers, suspected to have used 
their positions to defraud the various 
Nigerian governments and institutions. 
Ifeka spent more than a year tn police 
custody until his case was handed over 
to the then Nigerian Security Organisa­
tion

“Authoritative police sources 
in Nigeria told African Con­
cord that one of the persons 
involved in the Ifeka deal was 
the powerful Nigerian busi­
nessman with interests 
estate, brewery and other 
businesses.”

alleged forged signature was meticulous­
ly verified and- it was found to be 
authentic. The tribunal, in its verdict, 
verbally descended heavily on him, 
berating him for criminal negligence and 
for betraying the trust the people of 
Anambra had in him.

"It is beyond the tribunal's com­
prehension and it transcend’s all human 
understanding why the convict betrayed 
his own people and allowed himself to 
be led into the fraudulent deal,” said 
Mouktar Mohammed who also con­
demned the convict for not telling all he 
knew about the deal and for keeping 
mum on other accomplices.

On the order of the tribunal, the help 
of the Interpol was to be sought to track 
down other persons involved in the loan 
deal and investigate how the loan for the 
project was got. The tribunal gave 
judgement on July 8, last year. And this 
year, Ifeka’s sentence was reduced to 14 
years. But about one and half years after

In 1985. he was brought before 
Lagos Zone ot the Special 
Tribunal headed by An V«ve 
Mouk’.ar Mohammed. Ileka ,;uul 
charge: Conspiracy with othci |H • 
at large to corruptly enrich ano * 
son —Crow Oceans I 
£7.356,721 10 be paid for a contrast that 
w as never executed. .

He denied the charge. elainm I- 
noccnce. saying that the 
trumped up one. organjsei '' | 
•oes. He told the tribunal that 
nothing about the docuineii s • 
...gpay.ncn.s.oC.^)-;--1'^ 
fils signature was forged. 11 ••
hand lo sign any ol d'osc iniiip.' 
he .aid when asked Io plead lol

"‘bu. .he Moukui. .. ......
tribunal did not beliese 
AFRICAN CONCORD 4 I

.. it was this man that
The sources saio i rninent to the 

introduced Anam out loan.
British bank lhat ® traselled to Lon- 
Ifeka was said to na agreemcnt.
don in 1982 to seal " (i._
meant for the budding ° 
rorv in Anambra. . arnt that the

African Concord ' yha. ., nas 
money was never . [t5 way inlo
meant and instead. owned by the
the Cross Oceans Li - The money 
Nigerian businesss the baron
was later shared among^ 
and others intoRed . Sunday Cnn

The sources sonhrm b s „hich 
cord store of las. ”as arre,Icd
said that the religious1 FrayJ
and interrogated b- bouI tbe time

connection with JMB. . .
•He was m. t arrested for.........

for this mis-managed loan as a 
which Samson Ifeka is 
police source-aid

The highly reliable -ohm -aid the 
I ondor. Fraud Squad 'Mted Nigeria this 
rear and wanted -o further interrogate 
the religious leader on the matter. But 
our source -aid the squad was advised 
agam-i that by the British High Coin- 
missiorr because the man w a 
to be "a powerful man 
mobilise political 
Britain."

There was nothing t 
could do to help the F 
their man. as the Squad was hesitant to 
do so. It visited, however, the -itc of the 
carpel factory and found that :: was as 
barren as ever.

The Fraud Squad wa- said to i:.oc 
gone home, resolved k anc-t the 
Nigerian anytime he >et foot on Br.’i • 
"The man is warned in Britain, they 
would arrest him anytime he gets there." 
the source said.

But another source hinted that a 
behind.the-scene manoeuvre seems to 
have been made by the Nigerian a- he 
has agreed to repay the loan, used to im­
port nothing into Nigeria. The British 
Export C redit Guarantee Scheme wa> 
said to be involved in the ioan fraud and 
the phoney exports to Nigeria — a con­
nection the source said explained the 
furiousness of the London Fraud Squad.

As we go to press, African Concord 
learnt from reliable sources that Cross 
Oceans Limited is one of the companies 
being suspected to have taken part in the 
JMB large scale swindle of Nigeria.
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African Concord 1987 Essay Competition 

I

ri xuiunn

Aidoo
Sufherland

The essay should be between 800 and 1.000 words and 
must reach African Concord before 30th March. 1987.

7
\’

Send entries to either African Concord. 5/15 Cromer St. 
London WC1H 8LS or African Concord. 42 Concord 
Way. PO Box 4483. Ikeja-Lagos. Nigeria.

The winner will be rewarded with books donated by o_r 
sponsors, valued at over £500. The remaining books. 
....I.. ..i over £5oo u j|| shared among eleven runners-

Longman African Writers
Heroes lyayi 
Flamingo Sowande 
Loyalties Maja-Pearce

All entries must 
announcement.

Longman African Classics
Tales of Amadou Koumba Diop
Hungry Flames Mzamane
Fools Ndebele
Scarlet Song Ba
Sundiato Niane
The Last Duty Okpewho

Dr

LongmansS:
Longman Group, Longman House, Burnt Mill, Harlow, Essex CM23 2JE, U K.

1 he competition is open to all .African Concord readers 
except the staff ol Concord Press of Nigeria and their 
relatives.

6 Of all blacks in history, whom do you best admire and 
why?

3 What is the best approach to liberation struggle in 
southern Africa, in view of the apartheid regime’s 
increasing desperation? Would it be more effectively 
waged on a sub-regional level, or should greater focus be 
placed on intensification of the internal struggle?

o o nOn „ Books worth over £1,000 to be won Prize-winning Literature Ento co|npetition now.
You are invited to enter our 1987 Essay Competition | 
Choose one of the following topics:

1 How can the barriers militating against the founding of 
a Union of African States be broken down? And how 
soon do you envisage such a union?

2 Discuss the role of the African woman, or the black 
woman in the Western world, in the black struggle.

SolT.PIaatje 

IN SOUTO AFRICA

!urda*
/■

7 Is a common language. European or African, impera­
tive in forging a union of African states? Also, consider 
the feasibility of adopting a bilingual approach in 
conducting business in an African federation.

4 Should African states, collectively or individually, 
pursue the attainment of nuclear technology, both for 
domestic and military purposes?

We seize this opportunity to thank Longman publishers, 
sponsors ot our 1986 competition. For the 1987 competi- ;

. tion we wish to thank Longman once again for their | 
support, as well as Heinemann. Women’s Press. Penguin. I 
Faber and Faber. Helm. Hamish Hamilton. Sale. 
Allison and Busby. Andre Deutsch and Pan.

Forthcoming //P
Master and Servant Mulwa //gif

i The Victims Okpewho F |
Call Me Not a Man Matshoba
The Beggars'Strike Sow Fall
Violence lyayi
Native Life in South Africa Plaatje 
The Dilemma of a Ghost/Anowa
The Marriage of Anonsewa/Edufa

5 How can the relationship between Africans on the 
continent and their descendants in the diaspora be 
maximised?
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a H>E STOW VOT’LIL 
MEW FOMET

AFRICAN WORLD 
TRAVEL SERVICES

LOW COST FLIGHT 
SPECIALISTS TO

LAGOS
contact:

AFRICAN WORLD TRAVEL 
SERVICES 

RADNOR HOUSE, 
5th FLOOR, SUITE 501, 
93 REGENT STREET, 

LONDON W1 
TEL: 01-734 7181 

734 7182 734 7183

V/10 9PG Tel 01-373 6070
SV/10o
CSiPagi Books

General Ed 
If any book 

buy it_ 
New

ir Singin’ and Swingin’ and 
Getting’ Merry Like Christmas

WOMEN IN TOE WORLD - AN INTERNATIONAL ATLAS
Joni Seager & Ann Olson
Banging together information and revealing fundamental issues as never before, this timely boo* shows 
what is happening to women, and where

0 330 29193 9 £7 95

THE GAIA ATLAS OF PLANET MANAGEMENT
—1 Editor: Dr Norman Myers

jk can teach a nation how to control its collective self-interest, it is this one Don • just read

Scientist.
0 330 28491 6

Pan Books Ltd.
Cavaye Place London SV/K
Cables Pandit'-on London SV,

F©[^ SALE
Desirable area 3 bedroomed semi­
detached house, Hendon. London NW4 
Modern, ready to move in condition. New- 
fitted kitchen, separate breaklast room, 
inter-comnninicating reception rooms. 
Well maintained garden (70ft) Detached 
brick garage Parking space on own drive

FREEHOLD £108.000
Tel ep ho ne 01-203 5889

AFRrCANCONcSi^M^

Come grow with trs in the USA!!!

We’M trade

COBMITES 
for y©tunr accommt 

Gdld.SIteOoldCurrencles.Cocou 
Coffee. Sugor US Treasuries and Copper

Q Minimum investment 
$20,000

O Complete confidentiality

To open your internationally 
managed commodity trading 

account, write today to

Fortune Investments 
Group Ltd

Post Office Box 802517 
Chicago

Illinois 60680-2517
USA

* I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings

ROYAL BAGS „rier<®Sf
★ 5,000,000 good strong, colourful misprint polythene carr

bags for sale from £17 per 1,000. >
* 3,000,000 Scenes of London carrier bags (various colours;

perfect £19.50 per 1,000.
ROYAL BAGS England

15 CARNARVON ROAD, SOUTH WOODFORD. LONDON E1»- c 
Tel: 01 989 1191 (all lines) Telex: 291428 OSBLUNu 

When In England, call at our London offices for a really g°
Special price for container loads. rliStomer’s requirements.

IVe also specialise In large orders of printed polythene carrier bags to suit cus
Our representative in Freetown, Sierra Leone is. Leone. 

Ashmed Enterprises, 2 Johnson Lane, Aberdeen, Freetown, st
____________ Tel: 37489 or 25300 _____________ ____ ___

ARE YOU COMING TO 
LONDON?

ARE YOU ALREADY HERE?
When returning home with your 

excess luggage 
WE SAVE YOU

Carrying your luggage to the 
airport

ir All the palaver of booking in 
early at the crotvded airport

ir Over 50% less than airline 
charges

Phone us on 
01-202 4632 (4 lines) 

or contact us at

BARBELLARON LTD 
finance house, 

WILBERFORCE ROAD, 
LONDON NW9 6BB 

to let us quote for your trade enquiries
You will be very pleased you did

Want to claim an extra 5% discount’ 
Bnng this advert with you
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Nigeria

I

i, uiu no 
Obviously 
coincidem 

of the 1
he life of the po 
irder of Dele Gi'

police authorities claiming that the 
calibre of the grenade found in 
Ogugbuaja’s house was incapable of 
killing. The police statement described 
the bomb as the type used to "cause a 
sound blast effect.’’ It added that the 
grenade was not the “military, anti- 
pcrsoqal type designed to kill unarmed 
PC[f the government was visibly irritated 
by the dimension which the grenade inci­
dent was taking in the news media, the 
public showed even greater disgust and 
irritation at the way some government 
officials went about proclaiming that the 
whole incident did not deserve the atten­
tion being given to it. Worse, some 
observers noticed what one newspaper 
columnist called "an attempt by the 
nolice authority to put Alozie on the 
Sock,as though he scripted the grenade runner a
S"som'e people also saw some contradjc- neither a

\ ■ - -

Ogugbuaja: /n but out 
lions in the reactions of the Nigerian 
^d%l2i;h'n«o^caUK 
S>n“ hasty and contradictory’. Th. 
newspaper berated the police authorities 
for claiming that the grenade found u 
SutateUingh°he'public "wht 

pre“ousiy?n the11 country with”.-------
evidence, that no casualty was 

‘'commenting on the contradictions in

SSicc to the whole incident. It said 
although, the I-G of police had told re­
porters that the police were yet to con­
firm if What was found in Ogugbuaja’s

„„ .........._
weapon as a hand grenade. The paper Mr. Ogugbuaja 
then warned: “The police and indeed, mission of Inqui 
the government, must know that after - •
n-ie Giwa’s assassination bv a bomb 
blast ‘no cause for alarm’ embellished 
with’a tempest of contradictions, cannot 
suffice as an explanation for even the

icEMBW'”86

-friendly’ grenade on ’

“^diastweek.^^M 
had developed ,s aguish and
disputation. Govemme
exasperation had bee ^gW Mgenan, 
and its newspaper,, i f this anger, In a 
seemed a natural with tnvcc-
front page editorial, rep tQ upbraid

r

press of "betraying cm daimed that

house’ on its front Pa8®-. asserted that

“ SS;
-.........  anS
p&mh Disposal Unit capable of 

ldWhiCmoX”more questions are 
still being raised on the s“sPe?“*Iggn’f 
de attempt on Ogugbuaja, lh e G of 
police last «“Lsp^0“siy waited for. 

SSsgS
Gambo: ”We have decided to reinstate 
him and he will resume duties as a 

iai; called these general duties policeman and w,U per-

not lethi year made "illicit love advance to a 
been" used sheet's’“wife -Tad been concluded 

/..uahTwa's had been'"seriously reprimanded’. He 
—uaity was indicatcd that Mr. Ogugbuaja 

- - -U1-.1 ■- would be dismissed if he got involved in 
Ini'^thrnewsnaoeTex another ’offence’, and added that the 
i attitude S? the S^r^f^r^^tH^ 

this year would not be promoted in the 
next one year.

Despite the official explanation for 
Mr. Ogugbuaja’s suspension many 
observers believe his trouble actually had 
do with his outspokeness and candour. 

lo_o__jja told the Akanbi com­
mission of Inquiry on the 1986 students 
riots in September that the main reason 
why the police seemed to be incapable of 
fighting crime was poor motivation aris­
ing from inadequate remuneration when 
compared to what their military col-

23

Ogiugibiuisija in but out
Suspended police image maker has been recalled but not 
to his former post.
rp0 the apparent embarrassment of the 
A federal government and police 

authorities, the grisly grenade story in­
volving Alozie Ogugbuaja, the former 
spokesman of the Lagos State Police 
Command, did not prove a 9-day 
wonder. Obviously because of the 
strange coincidences in the cir­
cumstances of the latest suspected at­
tempt on the life of the police officer 
and the murder of Dele Giwa, former 
Newswatch editor-in-chief, not many 
Nigeriains were prepared to sweep the 
grenade story under the carpet.

Thus, for many days after the incident 
was first reported on November 20, it 
became the single most publicly discuss-

I ed issue, evoking anger, suspicion and 
disgust among discussants. Newspapers 
and their electronic cousins devoted 
nearly as much attention to the grenade 
story as they did to the murder of Dele 
Giwa. There was understandable 
hysteria about what some people suspect 
to be a new ghastly method for dealing 
with vocal elements in the society. Ques­
tions were raised about the safety ot 
Nigerians with the seeming spread oi 
bomb terror. The first indication pi 
government’s exasperation with the in­
creasing attention being given to the 
grenade story came from the undisguis­
ed repudiation of the incident by the 
press secretary to the Chief of Genera 
Staff, Mr. Mamman Yusuf. Barely a fe 
hours after the Guardian Express , a 
evening daily, hit the newstand with news 
°f the grenade incident, Yusuf issued 
statement calling it a ruse. Yusuf said 
attempted grenade attack on Superinten­
dent Alozic Ogugbuaja was a.ruse
calculated to embarrass the Fed 
Government and create a false sens 
insecurity among Nigerians.’’ . • h

The press secretary’s statement to 
one observer described as ‘too pro^P1 £ 
be credible’ ironically accused hv 
Nigerian news media of over-reacting y 
»^i„^ha^  ̂

the media to have dbne with the 
But observers consider his reaction as 
equally hasty. . _ dlc

Another official reaction f 
grenade story came from the In Pec[wo 
General of Police. He told reP°. was 
days after the incident that tat.

"Alozie is a police officer and rtt^
- statement.
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herbal remedy.

Fraudulent deals

resort to some kind of malpractice simply to

al.

“Common household herbal 
remedy kills” warns Accra 
doctor

>und milk 
i her baby

Kabral Blay-Amihere

27

., she had 
the mother 

had given her some antibiotic syrup- Later 
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brought to the 
/ery weak, irregu- 
>r breath. In spite 

of the application of drugs to correct the 
heart beat, the baby’s heart stopped five 
times within half an hour, and she was 
given cardiac massage.

The mother said the child had been well 
until that morning. However.^ 
vomitted in the morning and *

Corruption still a problem
TAespite Jerry Rawlings’ “moral revolu- government, which seized po 
ILxtion,” continuing corruption in Ghana' Limann in 1981, has publicly 
is becoming a cause of concern for his country’s corrvf* 
government. launched “Operation Haw«

A number of cases in* which senior civil flush out the wre ’
servants have been involved in fraud and 
embezzlement have recently been hitting 
the headlines. In September three Treasury 
officials were sentenced to death for em- for ____

“ * convicted of
Region are special p” 

defraud sentences

showed the beauo be-D -.hen 

XSon7he child died.

f
.n.hefron.of.he^,

eluded.
Three other children were brought to the 

children's block in the same period. all 
with similar complaints after being treated 
with milk bush. As a result the Depart- 
meat of Pharmacology was asked to test 
the shrub The experiments involved ad­
ding the milk bush extract to a frog s heart 
Tracings taken of its effect on he heart 
showed a similar pattern to the electrocar. 
diogram of the baby.

Said Dr Neequayc: “They found a very- 
potent drug which acts on the heart, and it 
has an action similar to digitalis, a 
medicine for the heart. -v

that the bush contained poison and advised 
against use of the plant as a herbal remedy, 
“especially in young babies and children 
■ If parents have any small health 
problem with their children they should 
visit their local polyclinic or health post.

- In a recent interview. Dr Neequaye, who 
is the acting head of the Department of 
Child Health at the University of Ghana 
Medical School, said she wrote to the 
newspaper after two children were admit­
ted to the emergency room of the hospital s 
block. “They were very, ill and had some­
thing wrong with the heart.” One of them 
was fortunate enough to survive cardiac 
arrest, but the other died. In both cases, 
they had been given milk bush extract.

The first case was a baby about four 
months old who was 
hospital in April with a vc 
lar heart beat, gasping foi 
of the application of druj 

’ it. the baby’s he

she also gave her a snuff of grot 
bush leaves. The staff sat up with I 
all night.

Said Dr Neequaye: “She was very, very 
lucky. One of the things that happens with 
cardiac arrests is brain damage, but this 
baby didn’t get it,” perhaps because the 
dosage of milk bush extract given her was 
small.

The second baby was about four weeks 
old. She also had been generally healthy, 
but the mother thought the “anterior 
fontanelle” — the gap in the front of the 
skull — was too wide; also the baby had 
not passed a stool for two days. The 
mother was advised by family members to 
give the child an enema of milk bush 
extract. Electrocardiogram monitoring

VVest Africa
Ghana

The fflMlk that kills
p™s “r*h

milk bush is a shrub commonly 
: grown as a hedge in Ghana becausd-it 
is one of the few plants goats do not eat. It 
is used as a herbal remedy for head colds 
and other ailments. But could it also be an 
unsuspected killer of infants? The Depart­
ment of Pharmacology of the Korle-Bu 
Teaching Hospital is trying to find out.

The death of four infants who had been 
Seated with milk bush extract led to 
laboratory tests and to findings that the 
plant contains a poison which can kill 
children. There is suspicion now that the 
unusual aversion goats have to it is an 
indication of its toxicity.

The milk bush is named after the white, 
sticky liquid found in its stem. It bears 
bright yellow flowers and big, roundish 
seeds that change colour from green to 
black with maturity. It grows widely m 
Ghana and is used as a common household 
first-aid item in many areas, -especially in 
rural communities.

Dr Janet Neequaye, a paediatrician at 
the Korle-Bu Teaching Hospital in Accra, 
expressed concern about the plant's dan­
gers in a letter published in an Accra 
newspaper, The Mirror. The letter warned

lower from Hilla 
ly lamented the 

•upt ways. He recently 
ation Hawk” in an effort to 

rongdoers.
But earlier anti-corruption campaigns 

appeared to have been unsuccessful. The 
Citizens Vetting Committee was responsible 

confiscating the assets of Ghanaians 
bezzling C29m. Nine Ministry of Health convicted of “economic crimes,” while 
officials stationed in the Central Region are special public tribunals handed out harsh 
currently being tried for trying to defraud sentences to the accused. Last year four 
the ministry of C5.4m. And three senior people faced the firing squad for their part 
workers in Eastern Region have also been in a C50m bank fraud racket.
charged with stealing C27.6m. Last month Rawlings said that foreign

But Ghanaians were more shocked when businessmen, both black and white, were to 
the Office of the Co-ordinator, Investigh- blame for “the greater part of the corrup­
tions and the Office of Revenue Com- tion and other economic crimes.” They 

bribed Ghanaians to provide goods and 
services that other competitors could pro­
vide more cheaply and more efficiently.

Rawlings even broadened the net to cover 
missioners revealed that 27 heads of educa- a section of the diplomatic corps who 
tional institutions have been dismissed for “encouraged corruption in Ghana by pay­
falsifying and presenting fraudulent claims ing only 25 per cent of their rents to the 
in respect of boarding enrolments in. their Bank of Ghana and arranged private!v with 
schools. The cash involved amounted to landlords to pay the remaining 75 per cent 
more than ClOOm. to the landlords.” The law stipulates that

Up to 1,800 civil servants are believed to members of the diplomatic corps should 
be involved in similar deals The Co- pay their rents in foreign exchange to the 
ordinator, Kwamcna Ahwoi, said that evi- Hank of Ghana
denee gathered so far indicated “a criminal But many Ghanaians sa. that foreign 
conspiracy between some members of the complicity is only part of thi store
Ghana Educational Service, Treasury oIR- The other part is the government's own 
cials, personnel of the audltors-general free market economic policies which have 
department and some bank otltaals. ' This sent consumer prices rocketing. Today even 
unholy alliance accounted for the loss of lhe most honest Ghanaian is forced to 
millions of cedis from the Mate Exchequer, resort to • • • -

Rawlings, whose anti-cofruption cam- survive, 
paign has been .one of the hallmarks of his



Public must be alerted on 
dangers of toxic milk bush

almost

is more | 
It is poss 
continue

Captain Thomas Sankara, the liurkinabc leader

Burkina Faso

Self-help a pOOOLS
Jeremy Hamand, just back from Ouagadougou, dcsc. ibes the drive to

__________

anniversary, Sankara announced that the 
literacy rate had gone up from 16 to 22 per 
cent, tree planting up by 400 per cent and 
boreholes, 102 annually compared with a 
total of 20 in 23 years up to 1983.

A small, landl 
million pco| 
means "the

population and developmc 
of family planning in th 
infant and maternal mortality,

in the north lor ten years under 
ying conditions The developed 

„ ___r_.. __  had known and done little. His
in a two week vaccination scheme to people had accepted food aid because not 

*«-- c . .................... (o so at of fanijne would have
been tantamount to coinmitting’suicidc out 

pride.
Now, development policy is firmly con- 

Govcrnment. the National 
Revolutionary Council (CNR). a coalition 
of army officers and former civil servants.

More than 14.000 villagers have now 
of roads, health been trained in basic hygiene and health 

care and CDRs are currently working to 
provide a primary health care post in each 
of the 7,000 widely scattered villages. 

And explaining the recently launched 
family planning action plan, the 
r of Family Development, 

Josephine Ouedraogo, said that the 
I.../.. J on family planning not 
of limiting population growth 

measure to improve the

the heart. The kernel is highly poisonous, 
1 and its toxic nature has been known since 
i the sixteenth century."

Furthermore, the spokesman said it 
contains other substances which can cause 
the gastro-intestinal tract to overreact and 
cause diarrhoea. He said the shrub con­
tains various chemical substances, some of 
which act on the intestines, some on the 
heart, and others which repress respiration 
if taken in high dosage. "So it depends on

! the use."
| He explained that an enema could be 
1 especially dangerous because a lot of the 
. poison could be absorbed directly by the 
' body, having bypassed the liver where 
' some of thc P°,son cou,d hc destroyed 
I He added: "In traditional medicine no- 
' body has sat down to work out these 
I things, so that you know if you use this
herb, don’t take that one ..."

i So far there has.been little reaction from 
the health authorities or the public to Dr 
Neequave’s letter and warnings. At pre- 
sent she is writing her findings for publica-

• Iion in scientific quarters.
1 Meanwhile, mothers who call at the 
children’s block are educated on the dan­
gers of the seemingly harmless domestic 
nl int It ,s h°Ped thal Whcn ,he ,cMs ars‘ 

' nmoieted and documented. Ghanaian 
I Authorities will take up the issue Educat­
in.. the public on the dangers of the milk 
'nsl could have an important place in

. Lilian health care programmes.

West Africa
"Digitalis was first isolated from a plant, 

. the foxglove — which was used as a herbal 
' remedy in Europe. But the point about 
I digitalis is that if it is given in too high a 
: dose, it is extremely poisonous.’’
I She believes that the milk bush dosage 
I administered to the babies was probably 

too high, causing complications. It is
• difficult to know the dosage when a plant is 

ground up and administered by a non­
expert.

Dr Ncequaye has lived in Ghana since 
1976. She noted that since sneezing usually 
occurs after milk bush is used as a snuff, 
ejecting some of the substance, milk bush 

powerful as an enema than a snuff, 
ssible that in proper hands it could 
e to be used as a medicine, but as 

used at present by untrained mothers it 
could act as a very dangerous poison, she 

; said. The laboratory tests continue.
; A spokesman for the Department of 
j Pharmacology said it has been well- 

documented that there are some active 
substances in the plant — its scientific 

. name is "Thevetia peruviana” — which 
affect the heart.

I "If it is taken in high concentration it can 
j cause cardiac irregularities and even stop

self-sufficiency.
Tn what the Head of State called a dying in 
Asuccessful “commando operation”, villa- horrifyin 
gers all over the country recently took part world I.* 

immunise more than 2.5 million children in 
response to a radio campaign.

Since taking over in a military coup in of pride. 
1983, Captain Thomas Sankara has used 
thc radio ceaselessly to urge people to trolled by the 
transform their own lives. Across the Revolution?^' 
country. Committees for thc Defence of c 
thc Revolution (CDRs) were formed to 
organise the building or —J- ■— 
centres, airstrips and boreholes.

Sankara announced that the CDRs 
would police cereal prices and smuggling 
and encourage new farming methods which 
would lead to self-sufficiency in a country national f 
undermined by thc old dependence on Minister 
external aid. J;~_r!.;..„

On 4 August, his government’s third government looked 
as a means 

w . ------r_. but "as a welfare
planting up by 400 per cent and quality of life.” 
, 102 annually compared with a Thc plan aims to revise the 1920 law 

years up to 1983. forbidding family planning publicity and
Jlocked country of seven the sale of contraceptives. It will integrate 

>ple. Burkina Faso — the name family planning into all health services 
! country of honest men” — has structures and define and introduce class- 

one of the lowest standards of living in thc room sex education. The link between 
world and its land is increasingly population and development and the role 
threatened by the southward encroach- of family planning in the fight against 
ment of the Sahara Desert. Since gaining infant and maternal mortality, malnutri- 
independence from France in 1962, as lion and clandestine abortions will feature 
Upper Volta, the country has been almost in these adult education programmes, 
wholly dependent on outside help. Trained maternity staff can also improve

Last year Sankara announced that Bur- the health of mothers and children by 
kina Faso would no longer be a stage for alerting them to basic problems of hygiene 
“calculated charity”. His people had been and identifying high risk pregnancies.
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ring Nairobi. It 
st westernised

‘Pulfi together’ or go to jail
Despite its appearance of prosperity Kenya seethes with considerable 
discontent. But, as Diana Pritchard reports from Nairobi, the struggle 
for survival places the Government at an advantage.

crude distilling process, a particular hazard 
in wooden homes.

Kenya’s increasing urbanisation and the 
growing influence of western values are 
damaging long-held social and cultural 
values. Traditions which previously en­
sured families functioned as viable units 
have lost their influence. The result has 
been a kind of familial anarchy.

Those traditions which inhibited un­
married women from becoming pregnant 
have broken down and consequently there 
are many young single mothers. Similarly, 
the breakdown of social norms has resulted 
in an increased rate of divorce.

served by two roads, although the acco^. 
panying street lighting is already out of 
action and the posts serve as homes |0
swarms of wasps.Water services are also available, but in 
Kabilo, a district of Kawangware. three 
taps serve 400 people. The supply is errdlj 
and stoppages for periods as long as fiv 
days are not unusual: residents then Use 
contaminated water collected from mak«* 
shift wells.Last year, Kabiro residents dug channels 
to help drainage and prevent the dama« 
caused by biannual floods. The initiativ 
was prompted by the local health clinic 
which encourages the improvement Of environmental hygiene and promote1 
family planning. To increase job oppo S 
tunities for young women, the clinic ha* 
also devised a course for training hou-/ 
girls or ayahs. " e

The government of President Dani 
arap Moi is eager to encourage such self help community efforts, known as haran,' 
bee, meaning “all pull together." Dai? 
radio broadcasts persuade listeners to wo l collectively for a better life. NewspanJ* 
report on the awarding of grantss* 
government ministers to deserving ' munities. B Orn*

Hphree miles from the centre of modem, 
A bustling Nairobi is Kawangwarc — an 

extensive squatter slum. It was once a 
swamp, until pressure from the growing 
city brought settlement. Now it is home for 
59,000 people. Most are Kenyans, but 
refugees from Rwanda, Burundi, Uganda 
and Somalia also live there.

Just before sundown. Mushiri sets out 
from his home in Kawangware. In gum 
boots, he squelches his way through the 
foul mud and slurry toward his job as an 
askari, a night watchman, at one of the 
large houses in nearby Lavington, where 
the wealthy owners have guard dogs and 
electronic fences in addition to askaris to 
ensure their protection.

Slums like Kawangware 
is one of the wealthiest, most 
cities in Africa, but the wealth is concen­
trated in few hands. An estimated 45 per 
cent of Kenya’s 21 million people live in 
poverty, with inadequate housing or food 
and no access to clean water or sanitation.

The contrast is greatest in Nairobi, 
where the poor have flocked in search of 
jobs. The high crime rate has made night 
watchmen a familiar sight in the wealthy 
suburbs as well as outside the barred 
windows of downtown shops.

Mushiri is well aware of the irony i 
fact that Kawangwarc is home t< 
notorious thieves that plague the city as 
well as to the askaris paid for protection 
against them. He and his family live in a ____ ______
“cell", a single-roomed house made ot Jobs arefew in Kawangware. Cl 
wood and corrugated iron. The majority ot afuture of iOwpaid jobs oi 
People in the neighbourhood are squatters. Displacement, unemploymt 
They live in sub-standard accommodation, er(y are oftcn accompanied bj 
often no more than a shell of flattened oil For cscape, many turn to ale.
drums and eviction is a constant threat or gjVCn time in Kawangv””’'*
squatters. The neighbourhood will be slow­
ly upgraded to cater to the lower mi e 
classes whose budgets prohibit them tro 
living any closer to the civic centre, whi 
the poor are pushed further away

Some families survive on shanibas, sm 
garden plots. Others operate srnan 
businesses. Men construct jicos, s 
made from scrap metal, do carpentry or 
repair bicycles. Many resort to distiuing 
chang’a, the notorious, illegal 95 pe 
proof liquor. , . __n.

Chang’a brewing involves frequd 
frontations w.th the police. They descend
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Harambee is considered so integral to 
development that it has become synonym­
ous in Kenya with patriotism. So powerful 
is its tug that people are blinded to the 
irony of the imposed government "haram­
bee tax", requiring everyone, regardless of 
income, to make a financial "contribu­
tion”.

But harambee can only provide limited 
assistance. In the absence of proper sanita­
tion, the channels dug by the community 
serve as open drains for waste. Squatters 
continue to be evicted, with no option but 
to move on to the next plot, in Kawang­
ware or other slums.

Sometimes harambee actually reinforces 
the strong divisions that run through 
Kenyan society and which are tied to land 
ownership. The initial loss of land arose 
during the colonial administration, when 
land was appropriated for European settle­
ment.

When taxes were imposed on African 
houses and crops, working for European 
farmers became the only viable alternative 
for Africans, until the later use of agricul­
tural machinery lessened the demand for 
their labour. Recently the loss of land has 
continued through disinheritance, increas­
ing divorce rates, and the sale of land to 
pay for school fees.

Officially the land shortage is blamed on 
overpopulation. Kenya’s pop,,,'*,:— 
growth rate of four per cent is ar 
world’s highest, with an average 
children per Kenyan woman By

7 v-------vare. Children often
or crime.
tent and pov- 

'.kmmvw by depression, 
im to alcohol. At any 

given time in Kawangware, groups of men 
sit around in various stages of intoxication, 
from chang'a or bangi (marijuana). To the 
women it proves the men are indifferent to 
their responsibilities as fathers and hus­
bands.

For these women life is different. 
African society still assigns them responsi­
bility for the family. Women head 50 per 
cent of the households, even if married as 
the men are frequently away. To earn 
income, the women sell food, charcoal, 
handknitted articles or resort to prostitu­
tion. With so many responsibilities to 
occupy them, alcohol abuse is less wide­
spread than among men.

Recently there have been some improve­
ments to life in Kawangware. It is now
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Despite family planning campaigns, Kenyan 
women average eight children each
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carpenter relates how his piedecessot wax 
able to buy a house on the proceeds of his 
initiative. Such views hold little s\mpalh\ 
for organised revolt

Strong religious bonds also woik agai 
mass suppotl loi dissent. On Sunda 
Kawanguare resounds with the woiship ot 
congregations ol vauoux denominations. \ 
Catholic Kenyan doctoi argues that such 
devotion is a common foini ot escapism 
among the pool.

Most icligion pi 01 
and teaches that pin 
ever bad. must be 
Government undcisiandahlv suppoit this 
perspective: radio bioadcasts lemind the 
nation of the nnpoi lance ol adhering to (he 
Christian ideal.

An identity ci isis is emerging in Ken\ .1 m 
response to such competing piessmes Top 
music. W estern fashions ami I he piolileia 
lion of Western-style last loovls aie piool
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The debt burden, meanwhile, is expanding, eating up more than 
60 per cent of the country’s foreign exchange-earnings in servicing 
it. The IMF Structural Adjustment Programme, which has largely 
been accepted by the new Government, may open the way to 

i more loans and deeper indebtedness, which in turn will deprive 
J the economy of any source for internal accumulation of capital1 

essential for extended reproduction As a result. Tanzania seems I | to be on the threshold of joining the ranks of the so-called 
"auctioneers of Africa” who are selling off the continent's J 
resources and its people to the IMF and other Western bidders. ‘

It will be sad. indeed, for all those who took Nyerere's Ujainaa • 
I seriously when they see the country deteriorating to the levels of | 
, economic and diplomatic opportunism. This will not be a "defeat” ! 

. ....u“ *' ' »t or the Right, but a loss to the country of the j 
principles that were associated with Tanzania, 

inificant change of direction in the coming year. •

31

. obtained on the official
Many consumer goods could not be even the security 

market. This led to corruption which thru’ ajopt the pragmatic 
of the state and forced the Governmen , ' was translated 
policy of "If you can’t beat them, join then - of condoning 
to mean "liberalisation." but actually ^controllable, 
corruption in order to accommodate the on basis of the

You can now get anything in the sljops. (he people with * official exchange rate, but of the unoftiaa^ . this kind
fixed income unsupplcmented by corrup (h 
"liberalisation" meant very little or no b ••liberalisation** 
access to foreign exchange enjoy the bene. mcans and then
by first earning the dollar by fair or

^exchanging it in the unofficial market. ••liberalisation’*
Many observers are concerned that this s not-too-distani 

may lead to serious economic dislocation acquire foreign ' 
future. For. in the cut-throat scram b I .. jn a|| sorts *
exchange, ordinary people are forced to back of
malpractices and illegal transactions, h ,Vfl/ong«cr. in the I Government, as it were. They are known a. c
new Swahili terminology, which means pcopK . "“r |
living by fraudulent neans. Theif population i-’ greater tl i 
alarming rate; the deeper the "liberalisation . t he | 
proliferation of the. Walanguzi. . i

Their corruptive’influence is spreading to g° such** '
ments and inevitably to parastatal cnterP?t‘ls been oblipS 
accelerated speed that the Mwinyt Government has been obhgcd 
to introduce more severe anti-corruption measures as its second 
most important new policy direction. This has already proved to 
be an almost impossible task and people are cynically asking, 
“when everybody is corrupt who can track dgwn the corrupt.** j

One year of Mwmyi's Administration has. therefore, been an 
uneventful year in terms of economic improvement O( political-, 
evolution. The shift from right-of-centre to further right may 
benefit some bureaucrats and politicians who are now free to I 
engage in private land holding which they grab on a massive scale, 
and are rapidly rising to "gentlemen farmers". This trend. 
however'wiQjnot benefit the economy as presently structured in 
any way. At best, these absentee "farmers mavkicrease their 
subsistence production — bananas, cassava, milk anebso on — and 
thereby create conditions for the expansion of the extended family 
and more idle consumers. At worst, they may plant flowers and 
some exotic vegetables for export and personally earn foreign 

which will either be stashed in some foreign banks or7c- 
to the unofficial economy and aggravate the economic

Tanzania \

Mwiayi moves further to the Right
The Right have gained the upper hand during Hassan Mwinyi’s first year in office, argues A M Babu.

th6- ^ormPl*on °f the Union between Zanzibar and 
^Tanganyika in 1964 to create what is now Tanzania, the 
policies of the country have often been characterised by the 
struggle between what might be broadly termed the "Left" and 
the "Right", the former at that time emanating from Zanzibar, 
whose activists had been transferred to the Union Government in 
the mainland

This struggle, to a considerable extent, influenced President 
Nyerere to move from an extreme Right position to a slightly 
nght-ot-centre one. especially after his visit to China in early 1965. 
Two years later came the Arusha Declaration, Socialism and Self-. 
Reliance doctrines which were a mish-mash of 19th Century 
liberalism, a bit of Fabianism, a good deal of John Locke and 
Africanised Gandhism.

The doctrines naturally appealed to Western liberals who saw in 
them a practical, home-brewed Third World alternative to 
Communism, a sort of agrarian "socialism". The World Bank too, 
under the presidency of Robert MacNamara, was extremely

v attracted to what came to be known as the "Tanzanian 
experiment", and influenced many Western donors and bankers 
to poufrn millions of do.Uars in aid and credits.

But the doctrines did not tackle the fundamental question of 
structural change. Far from making the country self-reliant they, 
on the contrary, made it one of the most externally dependent 
countries in Africa, with considerable damage to the national 
economy.

When President Mvvinyi took over the presidency from Nyerere 
last November, he inherited suchjvbadly mangled economy that it 
was virtually impossible to figure out whc(e to begin the mending 
process.

He did not have his own team of ministers, economic planners 
and managers, and he thus had to rely heavily on die existing 
personnel ipost of whom were responsible for the .mess he was 
confronted with Moreover, most of these Ministers and econom­
ists were to the Right of Nyerere and who, until his departure

' from office, did not enjov much power to pursue their brand of. 
-policies.

Soon after President Mwinyi took over, the "Rightists' seem to 
have, gained an upper hand, as is the trend in most other parts of 
Africa Correspondingly the Left became much weaker and their 
earlier thrust, which to some extent did influence Nyerere s 
policies, now seems to have becqme irrelevant.

The most significant policy departure is the new 
attitude towards the Internationjil^fonetary Fund (IMF) White 
Nyercre was President, he conducted a confrontational but futile 
dialogue with the Fund which infuriated the latter to such an 
extent they refused to give any further loans from their own 
source, and also persuaded Western bankers and govx-rnmen suo 
do the same. This resulted in a serious strain on the country s 
already deteriorating economy, dependent as it was almost 
exclusively on external funding. rnnfrnntuinn
to ™ many observers to

ery much more efficie exchange rates of the shilling
evolved its own system of adjusting Xays- much lower than the o%aaVr^e'°even after'several JM^rnduced devaluations of the j grer 

shilling. ____________________ Z
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Electricity for rural areas
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Direct labour now bypasses 
building contractors to construct 
rural electrification stations.
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: DcT-es-Salaam reports on how'fanzania’s
- Vj boost energy supplies.
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trying

save the towns ofTabora, Mir.oma. Singi- 
da, Mwanza and Shinyanga from constant 
powercuts.Regular supplies to local indus­
tries will also be provided and most 
important, some 31,000 tonnes of heavy 
fuel oil will also be saved every year.

The second phase of the planned pro­
gramme, and which the government of 
President Ali Hassan Mwinyi will give due 
emphasis, is the construction of mini 
hydro-power plants in various parts of the 
country. The TANESCO chief says feasi­
bility studies carried out over the past few­
years had identified 81 such sites through­
out Tanzania, with a capacity to generate a 
total of 168 megawatts — about half of the 

Literacy campaign a success 
HTanzania could be the first black African recorded illu-.izarir-- - - . fed-
11 country to attain full literacy if the ings of people ^h? EE : =:» to

results of nationwide literacy examinations read and write. Fi;: - - - < Ycsufn
confirm present trends. Selemani slid: “I 'EY — ■ ■

Up to four million people, aged between plough because I d'£ - . kr- 
14 and 70, are taking part in the exams 
which are expected to boost the current 
literacy levels from 85 to 95 per < 
rate at which a country is inlei 
recognised to be fully literate.

It is the culmination of 16 years of a 
vigorous nationwide literacy campaign, in 
1972, 84,000 volunteer teachers equipped 
with cinema vans, 530 motorcycles, 4,000 
pedal bicycles and 8,500 dry cell battery- being 
operated radio sets were sent out to comb Jn:uE\ 
villages and urban streets on a literacy for 
all mission. Fifteen thousand regular school 
teachers provided the back-up services.

Forty million primers in 60 titles were 
printed and distributed. The country’s 
leading daily, Uhuru, the radio, mid 22 
regional illustrated magii/liics ran special 
oversize type columns, articles and p»— 
grammes beamed at literacy classes. I 
spectacles were g' ' 
eyesight while sewing < 
an additional attractlo

The enrolment of students rose dramati­
cally I 
millio 
89

whys of things.”
Housewife M- 

beingabk tc ~ 
year-old p..-> ; -g'.uir.ed
of how illiterates were..; ™..: -I 
now defend my rights.” s.'s $c:d.

Being able to read sad Kf:e renforad 
cleaner Kondo K.'«a“sense of 
worth. “1 fed 3 mire reznp’ete human 
being whereas ferrneriy I fe’t 3 sense of 

lequacy. Mr Kassum added: “They 
have got rid of their former state of 
marginality. alienatkm and fear. They now 
feel like active subjects rather than man- 
ipulable objects and they have bc^un to 
dcmystilX s.vial reality.”'

rhe Alinistry of Edwretfon publishes stx 
zonal rund newspapers with a combined 
circulation of I.iXWC?? copies to help new 

I’1" literates retain their precious skill.

11. w< im n. coupled with the adult education campaign, 

calh (Yom ’45. M M t‘>72 to two mid a half .
.,,.,*mayc:ulalei,a^<o5.jNl.tnil h|M|h| m |wn( hi< |ed |q 

::ZX,..LX
programme, which was spenrheaded In 
re'iml l-r.si.I.-.X .  .. ........ .. «... "... ;..... . „1V;1X lllv fi an?
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past lifestyles, amt... enuh  .........  ||u. ,IV„U u ,lrrvsIN1 fsL;, 'jn
h"" •>’ improve Hull lot. fl((, ,c.u> or 5>1 ,(1_ wffl ha>c

In the recent "lllllei,.lr N.. ... ..... " I,,,.k tnh. Hie s;.n<r ef illiterate nations."
booklet, educationist \ iinii! kassaui FiH Karashani
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headquarters or towns are not supplied 
with hydro- electricity but full implementa­
tion of the two-pronged rural electrifies, 
tion programme — through mini-hydro 
power stations and extensions of JOw 
voltage lines from the national power ghj 
may reverse the trend in the next few years 
to come.

MURTAIA Ml HAMMED 
A wtrayed

easy. TANESCO officials admitted that 
rural power projects were not attractive to 
overseas financiers in the same way as the 
giant hydro-electricity complexes. Obser­
vers however, say that TANESCO had not 
“tried very hard” to attract financiers. 
There is no shortage of financiers in the 
West who can lend money and expertise to 
help Tanzania with its rural electrification 
programme, they said.

TANESCO officials have also disclosed 
that China and Italy are interested in 
helping Tanzania carry out further studies 
on the identified mini-hydro power sites as 
well as find ways to harness energy from 
them. Italian and Chinese experts have 
already visited Tanzania although TANES­
CO officials did not identify the sites which 
would receive priority It was, however, 
understood that the Italian experts were 
involved in four areas earmarked for the 
mini-power stations.

George Mbowc, TANESCO chairman 
of the Board of Directors, was quoted by

areas which have tea. coffee, paddy fields 
and small-scale industries. He said rural 
electrification along the north-west 
national power gnd line would also benefit 
the cotton ginneries in the western cotton 
growing zone. The diesel-powered

V™ T" opcratln8 erratically 
since the 1970s because of price hikes’ 
Feasibility studies were also underway to 
sTdi:Ee,oal,dis,nc'h^“--

More than a half of the country's district

More than half of the country’s 
district headquarters and towns 
are not supplied with hydro-e’.ec- 
tricity, but the new programme 
should reverse this trend.

IWWAILA MUIHIAMMED = 
A n.TFATTDIEIR BETRAYED

(A study in Buhari’s Tyranny)
BY EBENEZER BABATOPE

MURTALA MUHAMMED — A LEADER BETRAYED is 
a documentary sourcebook of political events in Nigeria 
between February 1976 and August 1985: an insider's view of 
the background to the watershed 1979 elections and the 
intrigues, conspiracies and motives ol the leading actors in that 
drama; the political traumas, the paities and personalities, the 
political alliances and misalliances of the Second Republic; the 
reign of terror of General Buhari and his clique.

THE TRUTH DEFINITELY MUST BE TOLD
DISTRIBUTED IN THE UK AND EUROPE BY CENTRAL BOOKS 
14 TH! LEATHERMARKET, LONDON SEI 3ER. Tel: 01-107 5447 
ISBN 978156378 £3.95 Paperback.
Available at good bookshops. Personal orders should be sent 
Please send £3.95 (postfree delivery)._____________



Southern Africa
Swaziland

Sotja

Treason charges

with

II in

Tarnished image

Dismissal of pro-SA Swazi Prime 
Minister signals better relations 
with black Africa

ip/atSiTr® 
fe?/ te®.

.ern- 
had

ange came 
------------- ......... to Maputo 

headed by former Finance Minister Sishayi 
Pres lent Samora Machel was 

en a message thanking him for coming 
to the coronation and seeking advice on 
how Swaziland con! 1 ;mpro%e~its relations 
with the ANC an; er organisations.

Although Swaziland has a [ 
Africa whi-’’’ cum** ’

the death of 83-year- Zd King S-
• st the

He never ordered the deaths ■ t 
of the ANC It is said that whenever South 
Africa indicated that an ANC member 
living in Swaziland posed a security n-k the 

ieth k the I ed
■iuns High Commission f r R.-fueees 

ICR) t i the i ;ome

Bhekimpi for investigating illegalities by 
people in high places.

Swazi law lays down that police need the 
signature of the Prime Minister before 
cabinet ministers, members of the royal 
family and other senior officials can be 
arrested. Bhekimpi has been accused of 
frustrating police investigations and it is 
expected that some cases closed by the 
Liqoqo will now be reopened and heard in 
the courts.

'"e ccrr.-r .on recommended that the 
aiv . Swaziland could rid itself of its 

tarnished image in black .Africa was to set 
up new machinery. From the outset the 
King was unhappy about the activities of 
Prince Bhekimpi. who had been in gov. 
ment since independence in 1968 and 
taken over after the Liqoqo sacked Prime 
Minister Prince Mabandla in 1983.

Several times Bhekimpi blocked in­
quiries initiated by the new King. Then he 
made himself more unpopular when he 
ordered the police to release the passports 
of Dr George Msibi and Robert Mabila. 
both wanted by the inquiry commission. 
Bhekimpi signed documents sanctioning 
the detention of innocent citizens and 
ANC members were kidnapped in Swazi­
land by South African security police.

Never before had Swaziland stood in the 
international arena and publicly defended 

34

Shoo monarch. King Mswati 
apartheid, opposed economic sanctions 
and disinvestment. Bhekimpi believed that 
his support for South Africa would protect 
him from dismissal

But signs of imminent char 
when Mswati sent a delegation tThe new King has been preparing the 

.round at home to get Swaziland back into 
line with other members of the Organi'a- 
tion of African Unity (OAU n the South 
African i-^ue. Almost immediately after 
h « coronation last April he dismissed the 

ember Liqoqo — the Supreme Ccun- 
nd set up a con

rrow 
ingland 

--------  122 1303 
Telex: 896 274 DURBIN Q 
(Opposite South Harrow 

Middlesex Underground Station)

King changes course on SA
Report by S S Ngwenya in Mbabane.

rT’he dismissal by ih-year-old King 
A. .Mswati III of Swaziland of Prince

Bhekimpi DIamini as Prime Minister and 
his replacement by former police chief 
Sotja DIamini is seen here as a move to 
pave the way for better relations with the 
rest of black Africa.

High-level delegations are expected to 
be despatched to a number of countries in 
Africa to explain Swaziland's geo-political 
position and possibly a new policy towards 
South Africa. Bhekimpi overstepped the 
mark in dealing with the members of the 
African National Congress (ANC) of 
South Africa living m Swaziland. He 
ordered armed attack- to be made ■ >n them

The King sacked Bhekimpi at a crucial 
moment — while a meeting of the 
Southern African Development Co-ordi­
nation Conference (SADCC) agriculture 
ministers was being held in Swaziland. 
Some .of the delegates were called to the 
royal residence to be told of the dismissal

Now that sanctions are being taken 
against South .Africa, countries .in the 
region need to revise their attitude to the 
ANC and to recognise that it is a force to 
be reckoned with. The appointment of 
Prime Minister Sotja DIamini. a former 
Assistant Commissioner of Police known 
as "the enmebuster”. indicates that the 
King wants to tackle corruption in high 
places. DIamini had been sacked bv
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Many Swazis believe Bhekimpi will soon 
be in the dock. He may be removed from 
his chieftaincy and face charges of high 
treason with other members of Liqoqo for 
ousting the Oueen and Regent Dzeliwe.

When Sobhuza died Oueen Dzeliwe. 
one of his wives, took over as Oueen 
Regent until a new king was chosen and of 
age. A few months later, when Bhekimpi 
was appointed in place of Mabandla. 
Oueen Dzeliwe was replaced as Regent by 
another of Sobhuza’s wives. Ntombi. 
Dzeliwe tried to challenge her deposition 
through the courts, but a decree put royal 
affairs beyond the court’s jurisdiction. 
Oueen Ntombi is the mother of King 
Mawati III.
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Engineering Works,

P.O. Box 519.41100 Modena. Italy WIT “ • 
Phone:39-59-218899 (Series) 218551 (Series!
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,0 in the mvestmc

Ever-mc.reasing energy costs compel 
dustry to give serious consideration to tt 
ic prospects 
portation and services
In many instances, the returns associated wi 
nulls do not warrant the investment because 
ble tymg-up of capital for 
solution that solves many 
of these problems It is 
the Roncagha OPR Sys­
tem. internationally pat­
ented 
As the world moves to­
wards the 1990^s. the 
Roncaglia 
meets the 
this decade by 
flour milling n 
concept < 
joyed by 
that

1990 s.
OPR System 

ie challenge of 
do by giving the 

tiling industry a 
of production en- 

' many since 1953 
at the same time 

meets the need for 
space age technology 
Roncaglia OPR mills can 
be part of an existing 
plant or they can be 
turnkey operations 

from cereal intake to final 
packing and bulk han­
dling 
Roncagha OPR mills can 
be housed with a mini­
mum of fuss in any simple 
building of 5 metres 
height They can be pro­
ducing flour from wheat 
as from maue oat. bar­
ley. rice rye sorghum, 
millet in a matter of 
months from first order­
ing the plant Even mills 
as large as 500 tons, of 
•wheat per 24 hours ca’ 
inception to full product. 
This speedy comr,*‘ 
unique RoncaghaOWH Milling System jter
The first consideration is the elimination o* the p , ua. . 
which requires large buildings with conventional in$ 
tions This need has been overcome by the pa,en,Teha_ air- 
sifter. which uses air currents and a simple sieve 'n

RONCAGLIA OPR: 
SPACE AGE TECHNOLOGY 

FOR ©HAIN MILLING
sifter obviates the need for the multi-storey concept, thus 

making economic considerations viable.The Roncaglia OPR mill of whatever capacity can be housed 
m any simple building of five metres clear height It is the 
only mill that can be built up from a small initial unit, or can 
have a number of units running side by side, milling different

- — Mh, nianf that does no( neecj considerable
remodelling for changes 
in flour specifications No 
other mill-building com­
pany can guarantee its 
products for 10 years nor 
can anyone assure a 
breakroll life of as long 
as six to eight years with­
out refluting It reduces 
maintenance to minimum 
levels and offers econo­
mies m staffing. The con­
cept of large buildings 
inevitably means high en­
ergy and maintenance 
costs on top of the cost 
of the construction itself 
Site selection and pre­
paration can involve 
much expense and diffi­
culty. especially if there 
are environmental com­
plications
The Roncagha OPR Sys­
tem eliminates many of 
these difficulties not 
needing much more than 
a simple foundation lor a 
portal framed structure 
that complies with regu­
lations of planning autho- 
r,hes in many in- 
*’aQnces ,l saves up to 
ro /o m capital costs 
Every Roncagba OPR 

or smaH -ncludes erection 
>es. and tram.ng pt staff 

lively To ensure 
nent. Roncagha

Roncaoha OPR capacity 300 tor 

jacity average only 12 months fror” c( 
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President Francois Tambalbaye which 
was wholly dependent on French 
visers for policy formulation, missed the 
opportunity for national reconciliation.

The late President Tambalbayc failed 
to recognise the true nature of his coun­
try, which was that Chad was and con­
tinues to be a country of multiple na­
tionalities. It thus needed institutions 
that would permit these various groups 
to preserve their identities and feel 
secure in whatever association bound

>ry details of the Chadian 
tragedy will never be fully nar-

d, for the story of the 1,200,000 sq. ^on 
Central African State is that of a folk 

country tom to shreds by its sons. It is sous 
no wonder today that the name, Chad, is o 
synonymous with strife, bloodshed, 
hunger and hordes of refugees.

In more recent years, the Chadian 
crises have attracted increasing interna­
tional attention, goodwill and sym­
pathy. This international concern has 
been followed by countless efforts 
towards finding peaceful solutions to the 
conflicts between Chadians.

Unfortunately, these efforts have 
achieved little or nothing, as the battles 
continue to rage between the multitude 
of factions is not due to the blood­
thirstiness of Chadians as many people 
now believe. Rather, the peace solutions 
that have come out of the conferences 
on Chad have never been based on a 
honest and proper appraisal of the fun- 

’"’**ntal subjects of contention between 
nawians.
The Chadian
.sentcd as botl

'nflict between 
the rrtT 
popuLv

did not only fail in 
: specific circumstances, 
i dealing with the leaders 

•rthern compatriots, prefering to 
• of the stick than the carrot. He 
to forcefully and brutally im- 
administration in the north. In 
"S, the exactions and abuses of 
i and administrators further 
the north and polarised op- 
against him, and eventually 

broke the relative pacification achieved 
by the French prior to independence.

The post independence bloodshed in 
Chad kicked off in 1965 with the tax 
revolts organised by Moubi chiefs in the 
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— ....----  conflict is generally
presented as both a religious and tribal 
conflict between the islamised popula­
tions of the north and the Christian/ 
animist populations of the South. 
Others regard it as the result of per­
sonality conflicts and a dogged struggle 
for power between local political chief­
tains. Yet, another group of observers 
regard the conflict as being the result of 
foreign intervention in Chadian affairs 
and more particularly so, as the battle 
ground for a hegemonistic struggle bet­
ween Libya, on the one hand and the 
Western powers led by France on the 
other.

While the above factors may have 
contributed in prolonging the conflict 
and increasing the ferocity of battles, 
they can at best be considered as secon­
dary to the substantive grievances of the 
warring factions. Before we proceed to a 
more thorough examination of these 
secondary factors of the conflict it will 
be necessary for us to examine the fun­
damental isagreements between the 
sons of Chad.

The Chadian conflict can only be fully 
understood in the perspective of the 
historical continuum that accounts for 
the development of all societies. 
Rebellion and large-scale bloodshed in 
Chad is as old as this century. This 
bloodshed in Chad was inaugurated by 
the French who went about with the 
most barbaric ferocity in quelling Cha­
dian opposition to its colonial authority. 
The first execution of Chadian na­
tionalists took place on December 12, 
36

Whedeye

; execution of Chadian na- them with other groups. Chad needed an 
tionalists continued throughout France’s organisation that will allow the various 
colonial presence in Chad. groups participate in the running of their

It is pertinent to recall here that armed local communities and guarantee them
resistance to French rule came principal- places within national intentions. Fur-
ly, if not solely, from the northern thermore, the north which had stead-
populations. This was so because, con- fastly resisted the penetration of French
trary to the situation that existed in the culture was far behind in terms of
southern Chadian provinces where the economic development and education,
population lived in small groups under This of course meant that they would be
weak chiefs, the north of Chad was very poorly represented in national
divided into kingdoms and- empires decision-maJcing bodies as well as in the
under powerful rulers who had a civil service,
sophisticated organisation and well Tambalbz 
defined institutions. These include, perceiving
among others, the Kingdoms of Baguir- he lacked t:
mi, Kanem, Borno and Quaddai. These u:------,u
northern kingdoms were thus better 
prepared to resist French colonial rule 
both in defence of the prerogatives of 
their rulers and in defence of their 
culture and civilisation which were 
threatened by French imperialism.

When Chad eventually attain© 
dependence in 1960, the northern 
held the hopes that the errors of tl 
onial power would then be rep 
Chad having attained independent 
unitary state, the government g.

the' eunor ot the cameruu,.^.i Times and a researcher begins a 
origins and developments of the Chadian crisis.

1902 and was carried out by Captain ~
Fouget and Lt. Pompart. On this occa- 
sion, Abou Aguila and 80 of his

’Howers were executed not by firing 
tuad but by bayonets.On March 19, 1908, it was Lt. 

Jerusalemy who directed the execution 
°f Mohammed Quled Bichara, and 
another group of 2,000 Chadians met 
the same fate. Though, the French even- 
tUk n- succeSded *n suppressing armed 
rebellion against their rule, records show

of
rich
lirm

led in- 
i chiefs 
the col- 

repaired. 
rpendence as a 

government of its first
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Ghana and North Korea was to serve as 
the mother seed of the multitude of fac­
tions that exist in Chad today.

The post independence rebellion in 
Chad can in a nutshell be ascribed to two
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ptlntarv motives: Firstly, u v
th.. |(..,te of difftnng
•roupa Io preserve (heir jientiry
( had and <o defend ....
Secondly. Uba struaie by the 
dispossessed and the peer 
economic injustices and ,,
equalities which C 
been created by independence. *ere ce? 
tainly perpetuated and a«ra' - -- r - . 
rombubaye regime that faded 
pond to popular aspirations.

In view of the above it > 
that all efforts to bring peace to Cru- .. 
far have been abortive. The various con­
ferences and agreements res-;: .. 
therefrom have never geared their c•' 
forts towards the resolution o! the 
damcntal points in conflict. No at:er*.?; 
has been made to give the Chadian s:i-. 
a new structure that may better rescA- 
the multi-national nature of the cour.tr> 
Neither has any attempt beer, made 
devise a political and social orgxntsan,^ 
that may seek to attenuate the ga?;?c 
disparities between the social strata.

Until honest efforts are made towards 
resolving these twin issues, any effort 
towards bringing peace to Chad will onlv 
obtain ephemeral results product?^ 
short truces that will each time 
followed by fiercer and ever morr 
devastating battles.

NOTE: All student subscriptions must be accompanied by current eviw^^ .
U a- registration. No discount after December, 1986 ev|dence of school

north aimed at protesting against heavy 
taxation and exactions by government 
officials. Rather than listen to the 
grievances and negotiate with the pro­
testers. Tambalbaye sent in the army. In 
September 196S. the Derbei (the most 
important traditional ruler of northern 
Chad) launched an armed rebellion 
against the government of Djamcnn. 
This rebellion which started in the 
Tibesti region soon spread to Gucra and 
Batha. Major Galopin, a French officer, 
sent to organise Tambalbaye’s security 
services and his torture machinery in his 
various reports pointed out the im­
mediate cause of the northern rebellion 
was to be found in the excesses of Tom- 
balbaye’s officials. The French officer 
had particularly harsh words of condem­
nation for Lieutenants Rodai and Allafi.

This rebellion which at its beginning 
could be considered as an effort by nor­
thern chieftains to preserve their turf 
and their prerogatives, gradually 
developed to encompass other socio­
economic grievances of those a struggle 
by northerners against social injustices 
and a fight for their fair share of the na­
tional cake in terms of disbursement of 
development fund and the distribution 
°f government positions.

It was at this point that a political 
movement was formed by the late 
Ibrahim Abatcha at Nyala in Sudan on 
■lune 22, 1966 under the name Front de

■ •
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roceed at several 
:mics. the public

together our territories 
about five million), no

territories) is in the best 
ball rolling 
Among the 
scope for a 
ket That would involve uniform 
tion against third countries, a 
capital ar 
exchar 
and a

should think in terms of a union by 1995.
Demas says Guyana, which was not a 

member of the Federation, must not be left 
out this time. He adds: “The essential case 
for a union of the West Indies transcends 
economic consideration. We cannot shilly­
shally any longer. Either we want a West 
Indies state or we do not.

“As time goes on. each individual 
country becomes more deeply locked into 
national and even chauvinistic feeling and 
orientation.”

Jamaican Prime Minister Edward Seaga: his 
country commands the most influence in the 
region

Demas feels the Organisation of East 
Caribbean States (made up of six 
.—\..-t.. position to set the 

for a new political federation, 
adv antages would be increased 

achieving a totally unified mar- 
.—’.J protec-

•“tainst third countries, a unified 
and money market, unified foreign 

mge control against outside countries 
i single common administration.

Other features of such a union would be 
a single foreign policy and single external 
thrust Demas warns: "Tnere are external 
forces hoping to preserve in various ways 
Caribbean weakness -and the present frag­
mentation. We must, however, take cour­
age by remembering that nothing worth­
while is easy."

While the new Errol Barrow administra­
tion in Barbados strongly supports 
Caricom. the Prime Minister is said to be 
cool towards the federal idea. But his 
spokesman admits the hierarchy of the 
ruling Democratic Labour Party has 
talked much about it.

Director of the 
West Indies' Institute of 

says the last 28 
aribbean valuable 
■•'S for survival as 
..legrated region.

forums 
would put the region in a better position to 
exploit such initiatives as the US-desighed 
Caribbean Basin Initiative, the Canadian* 
oriented trade pact Caribcan. the Lome 
accord, and to bargain more effectively with 
the World Bank, the International Monet­
ary Fund and other regions.
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iders political union "abso- 
He stresses that he was 

of independence for his 
and the Grenadines

Barrow is one of the chief architects of 
Caricom. which was set up 13 years ago to 
stimulate trade in the region, and has long 
been regarded as a strong advocate of 
Caribbean integration.

Trinidad and Tobago's deputy Prime 
Minister, Kamaluddin Mohammed, 
longest-serving minister in the region, sees 
the need for a Caribbean Parliament, but 
adds: "For the long run. a federation is 
ideal for the English-speaking islands. We 
must always keep it on the agenda. The 
islands can operate a Caribbean Parlia­
ment on the basis of having representatives 
of each territory meet in the region once a 
year.

“They would meet to exchange ideas 
and reports on the developments pertain­
ing to the welfare of Caribbean peoples. 
No legislation would be needed. It could 
be just a bipartisan group meeting to keep 
the federal idea alive until the lime is 
appropriate to have a formal federal union

"It might not be practicable to have a 
federation at this time. But the direction of 
the world economy, especially in the last 
three years, is such that many small nations 
will either not be able to make it economi­
cally or become largely dependent mendic­
ants of the large and richer countries of the 
world. Independence, therefore, will be 
meaningless.

"It is difficult to give a time frame, but 
psy chologically it would be sufficient to sell 
the idea to a new generation of people who 
by the year 2000 will have to shoulder the 
mantle of responsible leadership in the 
Caribbean."

Ray Robinson, leader of the main 
opposition party in Trinidad and Tobago, 
the National Alliance for Reconstruction, 
supports Demas: "I agree we should work 
towards a union But it is the wrong 
approach to start off saying we should have ; 
a federation or a unitary state as the case 
may be.

"The debate should pr< 
levels — involving acadei 
and private bodies.

"There is a great deal of experience in 
the world, gained from attempts to unite 
disparate communities, particularly island 
communities. And out of all of this we 
should arrive at structures peculiarly suited 
to the Caribbean.*’

Dr Anthony Bryan. 
University of the Wed L. 
International Relations, 
years have taught the Ca 
lessons about the chances 
separate units or as an intew.

A combined voice at world
■ region in a better 
nitiatives as the U

Abroad_________________________ _____

Call for a united Caribbean 
h"n.dsa.-v -'lackoon reports from Port of Spain on the latest moves

uards a federated Caribbean.
idea of a political union in the

English speaking Caribbean has be- 
is a talking point in the region again. It 
* years since ten-states adopted British 
th Jv?Sals and formed the Federation of 
th ''est. Indie5- 11 lasted four -vears and 
_ en ^integrated amid bickering and 
Parochialism among the leaders of the day.

- ou several prominent Caribbean 
gures are talking of a new federation — 

-ntong them economist and president of
Caribbean Development Bank.

uliam Demas. Backing such a move are 
pme Minister James Mitchell of St 
incent and the Grenadines, deputy Prime

■ mister of Antigua and Barbuda Lester 
•> Guyana President Desmond Hoyte 
?nd Ray Robinson, chairman of the To-

5r° ^Ouse Assemb,y-
But Barbados is cool to the idea, and 

ahamian Prime Minister Sir Lynden 
mdling says he does not hold out much 
ope for such an arrangement at present.
e says: "It is difficult to get a consensus

°n resolving economic matters. Economic 
integration and ultimately political integra- 
i°n are further down the drain than many 

Politicians will admit. It is not immediatelv 
Probable."

Jamaican Prime Minister Edward Seaga 
js^also negative. He says bluntly: "We are 
^eating a dead horse. I am not a believer in 
he political integration movement. It is an 

echo of the past, and we will not live to see 
“ happen again."

Antigua's Bird does not agree. He says:
. et s get together and stop being mere
1 ages and become one big nation capable

representing the Caribbean in world 
forums.

b we lump
‘Population now _____
onC-h 11 able l° cons,der us mcre specks

Mitchell considei
lately necessary, 
hot m favour . 
native St Vincent 
separately.
n!Lrime M,nister Eugenia Charles of 
of\h *.n,Ca "ho,esaIe commitment

Caribbean. she cautions: -Before we can 
OOK to the unity of the future, we must 

look at the past and decide what were the
BmSn r ''"lure. ‘n our carfcr a"vmrts. ■
But Denins, who was Secretary General

f the Caribbean Community (Caricom) 
and Common Marker, has now suggested 
lh.H a political union could initially be 
made up of the ten countries which 
belonged to the ill-fated West Indie. 
Federation, established in 1958. Thvv 
38
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President Cory Aquino 

marchers were joined by the peace 
negotiators of the communist-led National 
Democratic Front, a nationwide coalition 
„f organisations that represent Christians, 
Muslims nationalists, trade unionists and 
™a aX: groups. It >s the Front’s guerilla 
force the8 New People’s Army, which 
,o Aouino. rather than the small

The Front, said to number 10 million 

m the army’s paramilitary units °bTbe disarmed and" "private armies, 

nlUSt sounds religious fanatical sects. 
Si squads and armed Marcos diehards" 

"’1,BmbAquin"'st"’0''e » wipe the slate

DU 1 ••cive the Government a chance 
dean ano aga|n•• as shc put it. may 
10 St radical an effect on left-wingers as 
have ‘5 j-eers. While Enrile'ssupporters 
on right- K iifler hjs fa|1 fro|n graC(, 
".Cre stu |K:ard hcr say after the open- 
his oppo' s|K. ma(je that announce- 
air N , their cheers “It is clear that the 
nient t° ., n0 interest in the peace I 
extreme _ y offered j have therefore 
have C?he Government negotiating panel 
given tn Jhe month to produce a 
until the .erminate all further negotia- 
ccase-Hre 1 
tion.”

Anti-Aquino coup averted
A special correspondent reports on PrcMth'ni A<pnno lair j 
encounters w::h her opponents.

a perfection of timing which
▼ V suggests she has always closely 

monitored the supposed secret plans of her 
opponents. President .Aquino of the 
Philippines has made her boldest move 
since she assumed power in February.

Thanks to the unequivocal support of 
ah?kChU-: of staff General Fidcl Ra»”os- 
•s e has dismissed her troublesome right- 
'W Defence juan ponce Enrile,
and has appointed Enrile's deputy Rafael 

oto m his place. Hitherto her hands have 
wen tied because of Ramos' loyalty to 

"’ho assisIed in ousting former 
P estdent Marcos from his dictatorship.

?n e’ observers speculate, has been . 
'° \ed in five attempted coups in the last I

i ar ~~ initially against Marcos, and in the 
th k ' Wec^s against Aquino. It is said 
10%"° organ’sed 3 coup to take place on 
On °'.ember- when Aquino was in Japan, 
er v S le was deP°^d- her former Speak- 
her ICanor Iniguez. would have replaced 

tbe mos ,s credited with haling staved off 
sj coup, but it now appears that Ennlc 
fonv ' !ntended to postpone it, putting it 
the k l° lbe day o! tbe Fest*val of Christ 
formJri' Cor> Aquino, clearly well m- 
event-r!: her advisers, pre-empted the 
sack 1 r a- Was ,bc dav on wbich sbc 
beo-?* knnle. dismissed hcr cabinet and

fhn ”Cr Plans to reshape it.
their ernanded that hcr cabinet give her 
so \rhCS.lIenalions- "Thosc who do not d° 
she v i nonethel«s consider resigned, 
milit-r'. ’ Gonsequently. members of the 
left-wP Who Werc at odds w*th lhe cight 
selves °8 ,cab*net ministers found them- 
knew LV POslt'on where they no longer 
constit,, °i' witb ,bc exception of Ilcto.

S nr ,he government, 
contm. hcr c°mmg to power. Enrile has 
govern °Usl- ,r’cd to destabilise Aquino s 
amon rn\’n’ by slirring UP dissatisfaction 
ing hrgSt ,ls supporters. publicly challeng- 
bem<, .au,hori,y and claiming that she was 
lcft-winn8er°U,'ly sofl wi,h thC CXtrcmC 

lasHe7!“^"i‘«?Vh“l’CC" waged for the 
Ponul-.rears’ and for eertain sectors of the 
life th T War is almost thc on,y way i 
his m. y havc cver known But Enrile and 
fault thP°rtCrs hcld «t was only Aquinos 
Jtre-ik; 11 ne8°tiations for a cease-fire kept 

/ lngdown.
marrk°unight ag°- 1<X).O(IO demonstrators 
Thev w ,hrough thc slrcets of Mam ar 
Rol In i ~ Pr°testing about the murder o 
an inn° ^'aha, a supporter of Aquino an 

mnuential trade union leader. The
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"Rolex I * ' th > 
whom M;ucc».s each rewardsu * ' - f 
winch I hus US Govt 
leaked mloim.it'.o ' '
Department is imestigati ’: o"~ 
actions m California m\eiv •: : 
hr wife ( hiistm.: It is • 
diverted I'S military .nJ to .
bought properties in l'j :te • ?
flic transfer of funds uh 
enormous wealth dunn . ' . -
gime.

In contrast, when m S. 
addressed a joint session .* Co ess - 
won both the hearts ano t'e ,\\\. x 
Capitol I {ill politicians V» 
time when most foreign .. d > - •
reduced. US aid to the Phuirpmes . k 
increased from $3lM)m :o S?

Norshould it be forgotte • , . . , 
US Western Pacific bases are at Subsc : 
and Clark Airfield in the .' 
making that country of "aW.» . .-dx o v _• 
the most important US allies m tnc o.-c
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Review puts Howe on the spot
is "z~.z a political hot potato for Foreign Minister Sir

sec "Me."
The repc»n . d ■ .-mW

■...•• s —one
■' ■•■• •.•••»■••.'.. . . - ■ ■

ette: the next gcneiul elect;??.. H <crlcaV
Ct......i\w - ■ ' sheen the

sub’eet fbr divided ???:?* \v.:?..r. the
■ G ■ ' . . . . ‘

x the enthusiasts b.wc xx- the

stitute’s existence." Las: year 384.000 
people visited the bu2dir.x azainst 791.000 
-<-s :t .z-'zi 1 - *

The team continues: "I: must therefore 
be for that pan of Co—~• eal± opinion. 
—a:r.?. perhaps p err.' ez:al. **hich 
doubts the sincerity of Britain’s commit-

rr.r. - :r.2: .. ~ ‘-he Insti­
tute would be seen as a fer more powerful 
symbol of Britain's lack :: commitment 
than its continoed existence now sym- 
bouses the contrary, in mat sense the 
svmbc'. is partfv a nz£2t?.e one. It is 
nonetheless rec’. undenLnicb’.e -nd con-
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almost all of them Thatcherites, took the 
opportunity to rubbish the Common­
wealth.

It could not escape notice that the 
disunity and disintegration of the Com­
monwealth would be greatly to South 
Africa's advantage. To South African ears 
the virulent attacks on the Commonwealth 
and its secretary-general, Shridath Ramp- 
hal, must have been music.

The report of the Institute Review team 
touches on this aspect: “It has to be 
recognised that the South African issue, 
and perhaps others, could mean a continu­
ing threat to the Commonwealth: could 
change Britain's part in it; and perhaps 
affect Britain's perception of where her 
national interest lies." Later the Team 
records “our sense that British opinion 
about the Commonwealth may be in a state 
of transition".

The real question, however, is whether 
British p ablic opinion is really changing or 
whether the British public is having its 
opinion changed for it by a small group — 
mainly those who want to retain the status 
quo in South Africa? It is no accident that 
serious British hostility to the Common­
wealth in the last two decades has arisen 
almost exclusively from the arguments first 
over Rhodesia and now over South Africa.

Thatcher's views of the Commonwealth 
have never been very clear, although she 
certainly has never shown herself to be a

GREATER ARTS
IS LOOKING TO THE FUTURELfe for Greater London

The Regional Arts Associ
tHE DIRECTOR

ucceed the Director currently in post.
are mnivii«w ■ <.«!;»ofh* broad range of artistic talent and arts provision which exists in the Greater

Inomcnt ond PU°,|C ronS1<jercbly enhanced following the abolition of the GLC. GLA now handles a budget

•ers over 2,000 grants to a wide vonety quality and range of arts provision for all Londoners, including black and ethnic
. nnliciet to ^eve °4k inml authorities, education authorities, national funding bodies ond other agencies.
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And later *ct,v' ’ ean that we care 
need not. and ‘*oc'n ’ nwcalth." And 
ler about the Co' sa,jons must be
again; MultdateraI orga ,ind effcctjve. 
judged by their relu this test."
ness. The Commonwc. h P h<;If Sir Geoffrey really mea^ 
then he has already an < )he Com 
raised in the Policy ^J?o|lows that the 
monwealth Institute an1 c aboul 
job of telling the British P^b 
Commonwealth and ed , urc|v „ 
generation now at school should surely go 
ahj^d British and other Com-The team says Bntisn 
monwealth governments w 
pay more. -Commonwealth
go«mmeTha«yan important intent i„ 
the success of the Institute, even if it is 
panic as an instrument for the education of 
British opinion. To the extent hat they 
value the Commonwealth association and 
want Britain to be a useful member of t. 
they stand to eain from an informed public 
opinion in this country which will under­
stand and support British memhership.

Closing Ode for receipt of opplicalions: Fndoy. 19 December, 

further information from: The Chair, Greater London

Greeter tendon Ari, welcomes oppl,colons from oil o'^c°lily for *POT‘

onenlohon, disabilities, age, political or rehgious belief, or res^ ■

Commonwealth enthusiast. Again. that 
was all about South Africa.

She shows signs of adopting a Reagar .’.e 
posture, as she did over Ujkko. Britain 
could threaten to cut its financial commit- 
ments to Commonwealth bodies 
(extremely modest, although larger than 
those of fellow member countries) unless 
Commonwealth countries became less hos­
tile to British policies (mainly, once more, 
on southern Africa).

There is a marked difference in tone 
cn what Number Ten Downing 
says about the Commonwealth and 

what comes out of the Foreign and Com- 
monwealth office________ _________

Ungracious Maggie
——j^^iTTThe opening of the 

in W M n mr quite pointedly - and 
P"me,hounh ungraciously in the Queen's 
S°mC * on a ceremonial occasion - said: 
presence o that Ihe Common-

1 YT n™.ld be or become an instrument 
«ea lh m executive action. As free and 
independem sovereign^ates. « have a
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Power station grant
GHANA and Britain have 
Mgr.ea a £2.5 nvllion grant 
agreement under which the 
ontisn Oxerseas Development 
' * a sto tion w 1 finance the 
rehabilitation of diesel 
generator >ets at the Tema pow-

the tr.M
Bangui on 
e wh -.

Swedish agreement
A two-year agreement worth 
4.800.000 birr has been signed 
between the Ethiopian Science 
and Technology Commission 
and the Swedish Research Co­
operation Agency.

The money will be used for 
projects relating to agriculture, 
natural science resources, con­
struction. industrial research 
activities, and manpower 
training.

Bokassa appears in 
court smiling

bom in 
Guyana, 

the country's 
• Second 

_ a Flight 
Lieutenant pilot of the British 
Royal -\ii l-oiee. He ’.’ten work­
ed at the Co'.ont.i*. Ottioc. Lon- 
don. wheie he wa> m charge ot

THE Libyan 
the north 
appointed a new leader. 
Acheikh ibn Ou mar. The 
appointment was made at a five- 
day meeting of the opposition 
Transitional Government of 
National Unity 
Cotonou. Benin.

It followed reports that forces 
loyal to former GL'NT leader. 
Goukouni Oueddeye. have 
rallied to the French backed 
Government of Hissene Habre 
in the south of the country 
They called ibn Oumar a 
"traitor" for taking part in the 
Cotonou meeting which, con- 

accused of aiding anti- trary to GL’NT regulations, was 
financed and organised by 
Libya.

Mr Goukouni was seri;_<-. 
•"’ured •- hile be ng arrested - 
Libvan official* in Tnrv'.i 
........ He b..s no a .

= Around Africa s
charges 
could 1—- ---

Smiling and appearing relax­
ed. Bokassa. who was without 
handcuffs, was then taken to his 
place of detention which is 
being kept secret for his own 
protection.

New rebel leader
Bread price increase
THE goverment has authorised 
an immediate increase in the 
prices of wheat flour and bread. 
The price of 2 kg packet of 
wheat flour will now be 13.80 
shillings, an increase of one 
shilling and 30 cents on the 
previous price. Due to this in­
crease the price of a 500 gm load 
will increase by 40 cents from 
3.40 shillings to 4.10 shillings.

The price increases are the 
result of producer price in­
creases which were effected as 
an incentive to encourage far­
mers to produce more to meet 
increasing demand for food.

New chief judge
PRESIDENT Daniel arap 
has appointed Mr Justice 1 I< 
Miller as the country’s 
judge. Justice Miller. 70. former 
chairman of the Law Commis­
sion. is independent Kenya’s 
second black Chief Justice He 
hails from Guyana.

He takes over from ear- 
old. Mr C B Madan. an Asian, 
who was retired after only two 
and a half months in office. His 
predecessor. Alfred Simpson, 
was an Englishman. Kenya's 
first Chief Justice was Kitili 
Mwenda.

Mr Justice Mii'.cr 
Wlo in George; 
and he worked k

BOTSWANA has once again 
been j--- -f ’3 ’
..partheid rebels. The' claim 
- from Lieutenant Ge •.-.. 
Kat Liebenberg who to’.d jour­
nalist' tn Pretoria that Botswana 

guerillas 
with the cor.'er.: of the Govern-

•Bandits' killed
A REPORT from Huambo. 
Angola, says that a captain and 
nine UNITA members in the 
senice of the South African 
army were killed during an 
attempted attack against the 
Huibo settlement in central­
south Angola.

The rebels were preparing an 
attack against the civilians when 
they w ere surprised by Angolan 
Government soldiers and resi­
dents who forced them to flee, 
leaving ten dead. Among the 
dead was a man wearing a 
uniform of the South African 
army, and bearing the rank of 
captain.

ing depots of Nairobi and Mom­
basa. The extended port at 
Kisumu will then be able to 
serve Kisii. Siaya. Uganda and 
Tanzania, as well as providing a 
boost for ferries in the lake 
area.

The plan was announced by 
----- i-jg dircctor of the 

i Authority, Philip

Export increase
GHANA'S exports from Janu­
ary to October this year regis­
tered a 72.3 million-dollar in­
crease over last year's figure of 
534.S million dollars.

Expons were boosted mainly 
by proceeds from cocoa, which 
shot up from 35S.1 million dol­
lars last year to 467.9 million 
dollars this year — a 30.6 per 
cent increase.

Commodities and gold ex­
ports also rose, as well as 
sheanut. a non-traditional ex­
pert commodity. Diamond ex­
perts remained stable. Com­
bined figures for . 
and manufactured pi

News Briefs
------- . >npeared before the Court of 

.1 to hear human rights 
js against him. The case 
last' until 27 December.
ing —- 
ikassa.
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precipitate ; 
among Eure

end a 50-year connection with 
the country. The company pre­
sently employs some 3.200 
people, and their future is :

Gold

Gold mountain could 
help Africa 
OF all the mountains of surplus 
commodities that have been pil­
ing up in Western Europe since 
1977, by far the largest in * - 
is gc ~ ‘

pean central banks.
Most was acquired before the 

US moved away f **■ 
standard.! 
bought at - -----------
the majority of European 
tries, gold was then r.1' 
cheap. Central banks r 
it as a vital component of 
exchange reserves.

Since then it has ap 
in value to a free mark*

AFTER s“ w«ks of secret BankS
Its Si j ke ln South Africa. 

Barclat; vper ccnI holdi"fS in

-°onAX° Rmeri“n C°^- 
Mines ? Consolidated 
Associatin g Sou,hern Life 
troT* adon-Anglo holdsacon- 
Sl“ 8 interest in De Beersand 

ab^£I70Si,VbeenSoldfor

Proceeds w lih10 Salc but thc 

rX’rhTh
*4™ ltt!c. more >han

Mr A ? J rCI',i rand a8ina n 5 Bal1'delays A 
ch, 8 D,rec,or- sa*d that 

poPPonuXd/™"dnV donenb,iat',V,re^th"nSoUrpos.- 

lernatio„li?O!?^tIcall>' and tn- 
ch?n''°"al V " H<r sa.d the ex- 
and re™, 'le5’ inf°™ation 
tained , a i 2 Would be main- 
clays Nadn ?e ab'lity of Bar‘ 
"css ’ a to transact busi- 
be affected h"°nally "'OU'd not 
°f^areholding!’C redistrlbud°" term implicat,™ could 
°bseUrvetrsC heSP°nSe °f 0,hcr . .................”......  ’’

s.inr, - s has not been so 
the withd iS a fear """ Why a‘ 
'rstXer™alofS?u,h Afro's Liberal 
fay ■staunchest -friend' to
effect prcc'P|taIC a 'domino' 
Panics A0"8 frrtropaan com- 
cused is now fo-
Bank " ,Sl?ndard Chartered 
S""ll inrf no “’mnanies 
la" ,a"d BP- Shell, in par,

sasaaitt
Pie bv . n"°W Barday's «"">• 
^emStaX"S 39 PCrCenl
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South Africa

Now Barclays pulls out
So far Barclays is the only 

large British company to have 
followed thc withdrawal of US 
multi-nationals such as IBM. 
Coca-Cola, General Motors, 
and Kodak.

Certain Conservative MPs in 
Britain have attacked Barclays. 
One of them called its with­
drawal from South Africa an 
“act of moral and commercial 
cowardice.”

But anti-apartheid campaign­
ers are jubilant. It now seems 
that the boycott of Barclays, 
which was launched in 1969 by 
students, has brought a multi­
national bank to its knees. By 
1984, with the boycott still at 
full cock and violence suddenly 
escalating in Smith Africa, 
people found that the easiest 
way of making a statement 
against apartheid was to change 
their bank account.

The chairman of Barclays, Sir 
Man- Timothy Bevan, has done his 

best to minimise the role of the 
campaign, saying that 

the loss of business in the stu­
dent market had not been sub­
stantial. However, students of 
this generation with little money 
are the high earners of the next 
generation and important for 
thc bank’s future profitability. 
Despite the studied indifference 
to student campaigns, the long- 

ons could not be 
ignored by Barclays. In addi­
tion, there was the fact of the 
campaign’s increasing respecta-

as both thc Labour and 
.—...I parties in Britain began 
i support it.
Despite the Left’s ideological 

triumph in their campaign 
against Barclays, the coininer- 

..  cial motivation should not be 
Bank, and the oil companies underestimated. Barclays’ with- 
Shell and BP. Shell, in particu- drawal signifies also the inter- 

crucial since national character of banking 
rather than any virtues it hides 
at its heart. In the competitive 
world of finance. Baivlays has 
to be in a position to challenge 
American offers Pressure from 
the Thud World meant that its 
presence in South Africa cost it 
certain significant international 
loans. Barclays was no longei 
prepared to pay this pt ice I ike

The idea is plausible for 
rope because most of the gold 

....d is entirely idle. A small 
portion Is used annually to settle 

>. international debts. The rest
•pc’s gold moim- earns no interest, cannot be lent 

nun is v4u»i,t ...c world’s largest, out without first being concerted 
It is substantially larger than all into liquid currency, and incurs 
thc US gold held in Fort Knox, considerable storage costs be- 
plus all the gold in Japan’s cause it has to be guarded with 
official reserves. This excludes special care.
thc gold held by Swiztcrland, Vivian Craddock Williams

n.'/tr publicis’d pull-outs by 
General Motors and IBM who 
will both continue to sell pn). 
dwH in thc country through 
their former subsidiaries 
through South African owned 
'trust companies’

Kodak, which has its Us 
headquarters in Rochester. New 
York, said that concern over 
apartheid was one factor in the 
decision. But the overall depres- 

in the South African 
 my also prompted it to 

withdraw. Thc South African 
company operated mainly sales, 
service and distribution from its 
local Johannesburg base. All 
told. South African sales 
amount to less than 1 per cent of 
the company’s annual SB) bil­
lion revenue.

For the Canadian shoe com- 
Bata, the removal of its

Am^rx^. *4 jt ha
r; .wz'.’.-ty the 

sc/; <■/ po'.:’.xai virtue
Days earlier the apartheid 

regime suffered another blow sion 
when the giant US photographic economy 
firm Eastman Kodak, and the 
Canadian shoe company. Bata, 
announced they were also with­
drawing from South Africa.

Kodak, which is the world’s 
leading manufacturer of photo­
graphic products, has said that it 
will stop all sales in South Africa 
and will sell its entire assets by 
April 1987. Under the terms of pany Bata, the removal of its 
the withdrawal no Kodak com- South African operations will 
pany will be permitted to supply 
any of its products to South 
Africa after April 30. This is a 
fundamental departure from the

which is not a member of the 
European Community.

up ui Now it has been suggested that 
7, by far thc largest in value Europe might sell some of this 

ie» gold. The gold pile is under- gold to pay for development in 
ground, in the vaults of Euro- Africa.

. . The idea js not without prvee-
...e dent. Between 1976 and 1980. 

d away from the gold the International Monetary 
sunder which gold was Fund (IMF) sold part of its gold 
I $35 a fine ounce. For holdings at a rate of S1000 

” ~ can coun- million a year to set up a Trust 
relatively Fund from which loans could be 
regarded made to help developing coun- 
of foreign tries with balance of payments 

difficulties. The IMF succeeded, 
ippreciated and was none the worse in its 

■u .u.uv ---------------- ket price of capital structures for having re-1

around $405 a fine ounce, bring- sorted to unconventional rc- 
ing vast windfall gains to Euro- sources.
pean taxpayers. Today the value ”■ 
of gold held in the official reser- Eure 
ves of European Community held 
central banks is worth around 
$150,000 million.

Western Eurof 
tain is easily the ■

the
•vide “a unique boycott 

’ us the
.ar pc 
and
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The main victims of this de-

a 15 cay 
■- -s rec•cs

I2’:‘

ry S:_a

refeczs

prices on one

< - MBbR iMM

Commodities temal debt is estimated to be in 
the region of $1.2 billion which.

nice of oil 
a barrel this

irrcc— e in 
sex. zs brizeved to have

accord for 13.6
earnings.

press it- zel 
t ::r - rst r_r

quotas, though at the time 
- rreement seemed unnecessary 
give

ssed and rep;
Tzt Lzrtt=L£z‘. ■< exacted to Trans-Gabon r 
t cf5c=a2y_approved next T ...........
—. arc be the country's one of the biggest

s introduced this February by the 
2 bead of state. President Oinai 

Bongo, involving spending cuts 
-'f $2'5 -ni'.'.ion Howevei. it ix 
widely believed that the cut hax 
been far frem adequate and the 

are the government^ b'S * 
?-Jge: • xli.de tuithei cuts 
acre a cvo.r. '. .'.’.ion ol the wages

Gabon accepts IMF deal
THE 1-St re-arse in oil prices

• zas created atweher casualty.
Gxrcc The centra] African considering the size of the popu- 

. reree «rere az £3.l.»? has the lation of roughly 1.3 million 
■* ■=" regresc ter income in people, is a staggering burden.

riack Air. are cs beheved to have Debt service in 1985 accounted 
react e-c i nary accord for 13.6 per cent of export 

the Irrenziirioeal Monetary earnings, though this percen- 
Frezc 2MF re a medium term tage is set to rise significantly 
re_mr’. accord- over the next few years as oil
mg to the Lredre renanria.’ revenue continues to be depre- 
Trees ssed and repayments on the

railway fall due.
The $2.8 billion railway was 

***gg~t engineering 
ventures ever undertaken in 
black Africa and was designed 
•' open up the interior and 
exploit the natural resources 
with which the country is 
blessed.

But with the prii 
averaging out at $ 13 a 

half last year’s level, the

! -~re ce urehrg efl prices, re-
• >-«res±te fc S? per cent of to 
: export eammgs. have hi: the 
! '--z~ .n_s has been mxg- 
j treed b- he sharp depreciation 
i Gore's currency. the CFA 
I ~ ’re ~O''"

in 1"5 Gross Dccesric Pro- year.
cent government has been forced to 

• the cut back on its investment and 
ie. a other areas of government 

cerrit. But spending.
s massive oil .An austerity budget was

THE London Metal Exchange 
(LME't has or.e less competitor. 
The New York Commodity Ex­
change (COMEX' announced 
during the course of the week 
that it win be cutting trading 
hours for cooper. This comes in 
the wake cf constantly falling 
worloMppper prices for all 
grades and new competition 
from the Mid-Am Commodity 
Exchange, w hich has launched a 
new copper contract.

But though prices on one 
exchange affect another, the 
LME and the US exchanges 
historically deal with different 
geographical areas. The US ex­
change tends to deal with the 
big Latin American producers 
like Chile, whilst the LME 
maintains the old ties with 
African producers like Zambia, 
established in colonial days.

At the start of the week. 
Monday I” November, cash 
guide \ copper was £910 a 
tonne, and three month grade A 
cv'p.vi tv34.5 a tonne Standard 
cash cv'piKt £$S<5 a tonne, and 
standard three month copper 
IN'14 a tonne. By the close of the 
week. Jb'iioav 21 November, 
x.ixh grace \ copper ended a

A ... month
. t ad. \ co ' _v .. £S>3 a tonne. 
s............. used

ton si ■.■'.'.rd
.luex- -O' • A" V a: £932 a

ers such as Cote d'Ivoire, the 
world's leading producer of 
‘robusta grade' coffee. Cote d'I­
voire is in the process of spend­
ing $60 million to upgrade its 
plantations, and the fall in 
coffee, will be most unwelcome.

At the start of the week. 
Monday 1" November, prices 
were November £2.074 a tonne, 
January 1987 £2.(M4 a tonne, 
and March 19S7 £1.975.5 a ton­
ne. By the close of the week, 
Friday 21 November, prices 
were November £2.044 a tonne. 
Januarv 19S7 £2.010 a tonne, 
and March 195" £1.940 a tonne.

own produce. Many traders 
were sceptical trom the begin- sen the high price of coffee, ning about the intended 

Bat follomng the latest sugges- importation and dismissed it as 
tiont that Brazil, the world's being comparable to Saudi 
largest coffee producer which Arabia, the world s largest oil 
supplies 30 per cent of ICO producer, announcing it was

2 noas mat orazn, mu wunu s 
largest coffee producer which 
applies 30 per cent of ICO producer, announci

- coffee, has been fooling the about to import oil.
— ?7fcgf about the size of its The rnain victims uu» w 

x shortfall, the price of coffee now ceptionjvikbe .-fricanproduc-
l:-oks set to plunge to new lows. *' -*T—

For most of the year Brazil 
has been claiming that severe 
drought in its growing regions 
has left it with only 11.2 million 
bags to export this season. It 
even went through an elaborate 
charade of pretending to’ buy­
coffee for its domestic market, 
thus dramatising the extent of 
the shortage. But none of the 
coffee it contracted to buy from 
European traders has actually- 
been imported and the suspi­
cions are that it intended to 
resell that coffee along with its

xli.de
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which met in March, reported

Grain exports

I 9

Sudan

Ethiopia

Mozambique

Angola

Tanzania

1
I

practical steps

.._J between the 
in August. This

of sesame, 
sorghum, g«m, k 
millet were 35 
than

would arrive in the 
during December to 

protocol between 
itries.

initiative •

following a $15 million produc­
tion sharing agreement.

Under the terms of the agree­
ment the two companies will

45

THE price of oil has been on the 
increase since the take over of 
the Saudi Arabian oil ministry, 
the fiefdom of Sheik Yamani for 
the past 25 y __
minister of planning 
Nazer. His early 
ments that he . ....
price of oil rise to above SI8 a 
band have given fresh impetus 
to the market in the belief that 
the Government will seek to 
make genuine efforts at the == 
forthcoming 11 December gen­
eral summit, to commit OPEC 
to a water tight price control 
agreement.

At the summit, two sub-com­
mittees on prices and percen­
tage quotas, will present their 
reports, and the market is anxi­
ously waiting to see what their 
conclusions will be. —

At the start of the week, capital- 
Monday 17 November. Brent 
crude stood at $15.20 a barrel 
and Dubai crude at $14.15 a 
barrel. By the close of the week, 
Friday 21 November. Brent 
crude ended at $14.95 a barrel 
and Dubai crude at $13.90 a 
band.

that bilateral trade relations had what 
reached a stable level, and that 
the volume of trade had in­
creased. Trade co-operation 
between the two is based on the 
treaty of friendship and co- raiII 
operation signed soon after in- yI ' d lhat Sudan 
dependence in October, 1976. ]T has been rep tonnes

"" “during the current sea- 
„g announcement was

son. ..i.. country's minister made by the u Y,atura| Re. forAgnculwreaniar

. said the estimated 
groundnuts 

kakardi. and 
5 per cent higher 

r-irher estimates. Appa- 
C had not affected 

extent that was 
j and according 

minister, had been com- 
.-wiped out", following a 

ition in the breed- 
18 crop sprayingspraying operation 

ing areas by lb c 
aircraft.

USSR pact
SUDAN and the USSR .have 

reed that p— .
ailwuId be taken to imp’e_ment 
the accord signed 
two countries in < - „ 
followed a statement by the 
USSR ambassador to Sudan. 
Yevgeniy Musiyko. who 
pointed out that the accord 
provided for the dispatch of a 
number of experts from the 
Soviet Union to assist Sudan in 
the installation and mainte­
nance of factories. He said, that 
to this end a Soviet trade dele­
gation 
country 
sign a trade 
the two count

CM-•"p!lc« 3ndperccn JJSSR trade inCreaSe out
creased five fold in the period 5

1976-85, according to a govern­
ment statement in Luanda, the

.. This brings visible 
trade’s total up from 197.000 
roubles in 1976 to 965,000 roub­

les last year.The Soviet Union provides 
Angola with much of its military 
and industrial vehicles and spare 
Parts, such as machinery, ait 

^ra^’ helicoptc,...heavy vehicles and medica 
equipment. The Soviet Union i: 

priCc a’S? *,e*P,nS Angola to establish
of th rcrTlamed stiki maintenance and repair plants. 

Commit on hy Providing Soviet experts who 
•bmoditv Exchan 'hc are currently helping to train 

Be, Angolan cadres and technical

perators.Tlie fourth Joint Commission 
—Technical. Scien-

(2EI
GOLD has plunged below the 
$400 taking it down towards the 
level it was before the start of its 
nse in the middle of the year. 
This means that the bear factor 
which this column had long 
predicted would win out in the 
end, that is. the expansion of ^wviuw*, ----
Soviet output would prevail $147.5 a tonne and refined 
over the short term anxiety over white sugar $178.5 a tonne- 
South African supplies and Futures were Dcccn'—.r . *•
eventually drive the price down tonne, March 1987 
has finally had its effect. tonne, and May 1987 $155.4

At the start of the week, 
Monday 17 November, gold 
bullion opened at $395.5 an 
ounce. By the close of the week, 
Fndr-

At the start of the week, 
Monday 17 November, the LDP 
for raw sugar was $149.5 a 
tonne, and refined white sugar 
$179.0 a tonne. Future contracts 
were December $134 a tonne, 
March 1987 $147.6 a tonne, and 
May 1987 $151 a tonne. By the 
close of the week, Friday 21 
November, the LDP were 
$147.5 a tonne and refined

Futures were December $140 a 
tonne, March 1987 H52.8 a 
tonne, and May 1987 $155.2 a 
tonne.

,_____ >ican meticals (1
USS = 40.165 meticals) to im­
plement projects within the 
framework of co-operation 
between the two countries.

The agreement was signed in 
the Mozambican capital. 
Maputo, following three days of 
talks between a Mozambican „.. u 
representative from the ministry v'11 aW|WI 
of finance, and a representative TWO international oil com- 

ehiclesandsP‘,.,v fronl the Danish International pames will start oil and gas 
machinery- a* * Development Agency. exploration in Tanzania's Man­

ors. i d During discuss,ons the two dawa salt basin in the Lindi 
' medica sidcs revlcwcd bilateral agree- region, according to an agree- 

Jn'2r h mcnts and d,scussed wa?s of ment worked out on 5 Novem- 
uablii' broadening Jhem to include ber. The two companies. Shell

’ • — -d Petroleum Development Com-
Co-operation pany> Tanzania, and Esso Ex­

exist between ploration Tanzania, will start 
i on education, their operations in next May 

julture, physical planning. - -------

mark has further ________
interest in participating in the

Coffee boost
COFFEE production was sources. L 
boosted in the just finished Da'im. He 
1985-6 season. Four regions, yields o. s

Kefa. Ilubor. Gamo. 
irpasscd the quotas 
i last season by the

Mamo also urged workers to 
put the maximum effort into

boosting their output in the new 
1986-7 season, in oi
even more foreign currency. A agree(j 
total of 61.000 tonnes of coffee shouId 
were produced in the last sea­
son. which earned the country- 
595 million Ethiopian birr 
(US$1 = 2.0699 birr).

ways of 
rx—----- - equipment. 1 "L t0 estaP">'’ broadening them to include

also helping Ang • jr plants. fisheries> light industries, and 
maintenance an ,xpCrts wn food processing. Co-operation 

aUGAR prices remained stable by providing bo• t0 trau accords already exist bet-—
[or most of the week on the are currently technical (he tw0 COUntnes
London Commodity Exchange. Angolan cadres - agricf'-^ phyd
and with very little change m the operators. Conm^11’ and rural water supply. Den- 
London Daily Price (LDP) for The fourth jca|. Sewn mJrk has further expressed an 
raw sugar, though some future for Economic. * . Co-op^ ,nterest in participate o _
contracts did end slightly higher tific, and Comi tw0 state- - 
a* the end of the week. ntion between
AFRICAN CONCORD 4 DECEMBER 1986

[W “fosu.
TEA prices eased back a little m Marketmg mmiyToeus's ha

lion ended at $389 an ounce. the latest London weekly tea Corporatjon (ECMC). This was crops to the «•> 
auction held on Monday 1/ disclosed by Fekade Mamo. originally tears . 
November. A total of 28.603 of ,hc ECMC ,n Har. t0 the minister, i

SHH packages were on offer, bu e lhe regional coffee lnspec. plelely wipe•
. . there Swas less over^dem^ ti,: nt _______________

According to the London 
brokers Association, a ^Ul ------ —
selection of bright liquoring teas thejr WOfk wjth a view t0 further 

- from East Africa did managfk ° u ‘ *" n"‘v 
years, by the Saudi hold on to their previous week 

planning Dr Hashem value, but the maJ°ri.%, „ 
announce- price by an average of -P‘ ai 

wants to see the Quality teas were195pa kg, medium teas at DZP 
a kg. and low med.um teas 
123p a kg.

Around Afnca

jrder to earn
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African Currency Rates
Currency.Cccsiry

Gazer

Mufggycg  R

Vcrs.xc

Xenon

Baarc

:<gr
A6

l s»da

Beans for sugar — 
Cuban barter deal 
A 3

Pound
CFA Franc
Birr
CFA Franc
Dalasi
Cedi

3.1X31 
4S.IVI 

3X55 
0 853 

14&M\) 
co 512 
134" l

I .c^*S

85.59*1 
3X55 
30.N 
3oAV 
3.2331

CFA Franc 
Escudo 
CFA Franc
CFA Franc 
CFA Franc 
CFA Franc 
CFA Franc

-a- XCmsr
:NE=eri«sa

■ md_n:e

Dinar

CFA Franc

CFA Franc

K-uob.a

Lee reccies Rec

Franc
LrA Franc
Leone
Shilling
Rand
Pound
Lilangeni

Peso

Male/
Dollar
Dinar
Franc
Kwacha
CFA Franc
Oecuva
Dirham
Mencai
SA Rand 
vr A Franc
Naira

-I—
2_a: been =- 5^'

STEM: Naira weakens
as cf ±e Second Tier Foreign Exchange 
c ry 1-31 Market (SFEM) last Thursday.
• a ice Naira was fixed at the rate 

£,"31—e or 3.4945to one American

-ape Vtrde Is 
Cen Ara Rep 
Chad

dollar as against the N3.4599 
last week. In real terms, the 
value of the Naira has fallen 
from 29 American Cents last 
week to 28.62 American Cents. 
This was after three consecuti­
ve weeks of appreciation in its 
value.

The 
mitted

newspaper ?.£» t"- par­
tite genera. rf •
xem's Pmdzce Marten 

r?-fn as su.'—g '

4.63 
29.918 

329.55 
1.8653 

329.55 
102.258 
329.55 
89.2698 

329.55 
329.55 
329.55 
329.55 
329.55. 
177.00 
0.70 

329.55 
2.0819 

329.55 
' 7.5S 
149.00(a) 
90.00(b) 
170.479 
340.00 
16.0056 
2.2331 
1.00 
0.3205

742.74 , 
1.9873-

329.55 
74^0 
8.81 
39.53 
2.2331

3X55 i__________
about n\v.? milhem

" Ahmed also said that: “it is
~« 1 also worthy of note that as a

* '.■> result of our resolve to imple­
ment the Structural Adjust­
ment Programme and especial­
ly of finding a realistic ex­
change rate for the naira. the 
international community. par­
ticulars our creditors are 
gradually becoming more op­
timistic about an early recover)' 
of our national eoonomy.”

The buying rates fixed for 
the six other traded currencies 
last Vhunsdax were N5.000" 
tPound Sterling). Nl."5“8 
< Deutsche Mars'. N2.1077 
(Sy\i» F.anc'. NO.5368 
\l-tench Franc). N1.5545 
(Dutch Guf.de:' ar.4 NO.O-214 
(Japanese Yen).

— NTtni \\ ariboko 
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VqIhq «c The marginal rate was sub- 
vaiue oi mjlled Dy Union Bank of 

Dollar Nigeria Limited (UBN), which 
got only 52.23 million of the 
S3.75 million it asked for. The 
highest bid rate of 3.8750 was 
submitted by New Nigerian 
Bank, while the lowest bid rate 
of N3.4462 to a dollar was 
quoted by NAL Merchant 
Bank. For the second time all 
authorised dealers quoted rates 
below N4 to a dollar.

Thirty-seven banks submit­
ted their bids for the US $75 
million offered for sale by the 
Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN). Thirty-four were suc­
cessful and one (UBN) was 
partially successful. Nigerian 
Bank for Commerce and In­
dustry and NAL Merchant 
Bank failed to secure any fore- 
inc exchange as their bid rales 
of N3.4S96 and N3.4462 were 
below the marginal rate. The 
total amount asked for by pie 
banks steed at N 9.68 million 
as against the "5 million 
dollars offered for sale. The 
Central Bank gov error. Alhaji 
A. Ahmed in an address reveal­

bed that the amount in the 
' domici liarv accounts rose 

from NC.J4S million at the 
becinning of January, to a net 
balance of N36.9 million at the 
end of September. 19S6 at the 
First Tier rate. At the Second 
Tier rate this would amount to

expected :: s-an 
sbcrtlv -.m me Fl 
has already



r: the BBC

>pen> 
ecklace

Abraham thwirttg" •*
Kale OmoMso, to bet'" " 
World Senice f<* Vn,Y’

„ v.v/nr Lindsn in ''The Genueman ana me 
Left to right: Alton Kumalo, Ben Onukwe, Rosemary Da Costa, v tcio ■ _ yyorjj Senice for Africa 
General" by Simon Gikandi, to be broadcast in "African Theatre on

Africa theatre launched
financial cuts in the theatre 
season.”

Neville Harms. Editor of 
BBC African Features, said, 
“whereas in Nigeria radio and 
television drama are fairly wett 
established, in many other 
countries over the last ten yea • 
or so, writers have had 
diminishing opportunities 
show their wares. The 
African Theatre season, wiwct 
has been broadcast for more 
than 2(1 
opporti

mav be well known in their own 
region —to obtain a much 
wider audience.”

Even vear the African 
Theatre Reason plays are sent on 
request as a upe package to 
African radio stations on 
KXhea^n^lraS 

' '".^^"ncan 

Xt-ient.nBn.a.nnhere

!,r South Afncan ' l here.su

When George Bennett, head of 
the BBC African Service, 
launched the start of the BBC 
African Theatre season, he 
obsen’ed that there is a measure 
of mutual dependence between 
African writers and the BBC. 
Whereas the BBC African 
Service played an important 
role in encouraging new writers 
and providing outlets for 
established writers, the African 
Service needed the support of 
these writers in order to 
maintain its level of funding in 
the present period of severe 
cutbacks.

For instance, four years ago 
when the External Service was 
under threat of further cuts. Mr 
Bennett wrote to Wole Soyinka 
inviting him to write a play for 
the BBC African Theatre 
season. "I said. ‘Wole, because 
the plays are the most expi 
things we do. they are like 
be under fire when the 
projected cuts arc made. If you 
wrote a play for us. the 
importance of that part of our 
budget would be underlined.’ 
Wole immediately replied from 
Ife. The result was the brilliant 
play. Die Still Reverend 
Godspeak, which we produced, 
and that year there were no 
AFRICAN CONCORD 4 DECEMBER |QSn

distinct shortage of East African 
actors," explained Fiona 
Ledger, producer of this year's 
: ■;

Selecting suitable half-hour 
plays was one of her most 
difficult tasks. The best six of 
the sixty plays in English 
submitted for broadcast were 
whittled down to the following:

23 November: The 
Intermediate Technologist by 
Osman Nusairi (Sudan) deals 
satirically with so-called 
appropriate technology, it 
revolves around a naive 
American who comes to a 
Sudanese village intending to 
rescue the people from their 
“underdeveloped” way of life, 
only to discover he himself has a 
lot to learn.

30 November: The Gentleman 
and the General by Simon 
Gikandi (Kenya) is set in a 
lunatic asylum, and examines 
the fine dividing line between 
insanity and the ruthless 
exploitation of political power

7 December: Mind My Goat 
by Kole Omotoso (Nigeria) is 
about people in small villages 
who can’t pull rank, and how 
they deal with people in power 
who make their lives difficult. 
The title refers to one of the 
mam characters who is 
dependent on her goat, which 
she is fattening up to sell, in 
order to pay for her son’s school 
fees. But the goat is run over by 
a big car. ..

14 December: Comrades by 
Robin White (England) is set in 
South Africa. It is a grotesque 
comedy about what happ 
when two young men net 
the wrong person.

21 December: Everyone His 
Own Problem by Ola Rotimi. 
Professor of Creative Arts at 
Port Harcourt University 
(Nigeria), is an extended 
dialogue between a prostitute 
and a businessman. They have 
both been charged with 
different offences, but in the 
end discover they share 
common ground.

2S December; Helot by Dapo 
Adeniyi (Nigeria) takes a swipe jjj 
at university life The main 
character is a madly ambitious 1 
professor who wants to convert 
the university into a mini-state.

Patricia Morris
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Music

Fela

Amadi

Books
Time to act

>n incident was 
imed. and a

Xamibid: A Violation of Trust, 
Bv Susanna Smith.
Oxfam, 1986, £3 00

, accident.
... raps Fela 
rrcussion. the
Jouble bass

Susanna Smith has written an 
invaluable book — it is an appeal 
to the conscience of the world It 
is an Oxfam repc 
international res 
poverty m Nam. 
Persons Group. 
I Mission to Soul 
deliberately igm

Afri

leader's rej 
have expt 
especially;

i the hall

ked hall in London 
explained the cancellation of the 
Manchester gig due to have taken 
place the previous night.

Fela would not give any 
interviews backstage after the gig 
He was only prepared to talk 
about how "beautiful" the tour 
had been so far. "I have been 
performing almost every day for 
the past few weeks. I just want to 
concentrate on the music, so write 
anything you want to write ’’ He 
was not tired of playing though 
Infact, one of his dancers told me 
that he was fined S7.000 for 
plaving longer than expected in 
New York

The band were due to play in 
Amsterdam the following night. 
thenmE.\ -J 
before returning to Paris 
finale With 49 peop* ‘ ~ 
around, accommod;

against his former oppr 
The Brixton Acaden 

was a live pro 
album, and it 
success. Not only w; 
good form, but so w< 
who danced to great

a new act
ith a string of sell-out concerts 

in America. Nigerian superstar 
Fela Anikulapo Kuti and his 
massive 49-strong entourage 
rolled into the heart of London's 
once riot-tom Brixton and 
presented one of his best concerts 
in many years. Few other African 
acts would have pulled such a ' 
crowd or left the audience dazed 
with such heavy African beat.

Strangely, only two policemen 
stood nearby the concert venue_
The Academy. With the band 

.‘putation. one would 
’ected heavy policing. 
K- as every available spa 

in the hall was crammed with 
overjoyed fans If there was any 
sign of tension, it came from 
Fela's aides who appeared 
worried by what they termed false 
reports in the Nigerian press 
claiming that Fela was booed in 
Washington during his 
appearance at Constitution Hall.

Ricky Stein . Fela's personal 
manager, said the band had been 
a great success in America and 
stories to the contrary were 
fiction. One aide said that the 
impact of Fela in America was so 
great that two mayors of Detroit 
and Austin gave the afrobeat 
superstar keys to their cities, 
while in Berkely. California. 14 
November of every year was set 
as Fela Day.

The Washingtoi 
isolated, they clair 
reaction to the lyrics of a track 
titled Just Like That on Fela's 
forthcoming album due to be 
released in Paris this week. On 
the track. Fela sings about 
robbery and violence in African 
cities including Nigeria To the 
consternation of some Nigerians 
in the audience, he had said: "In 
my country, things happen — just 
like that . . you're trying to find a 
way to live, next thing you know, 
you're at the police station . 
you’re in prison; things happen 

— just like that."
Just Like That must be Fela’s 

reaction to his controversial 
imprisonment by the Buhan 
/Xdministration for alleged 
foreign currency offences. 
Whether the song was an 
over-reaction, especially as a 
new and human rights conscious 
regime under General Babangida 
freed him. is a matter for debate 
As one Fleet Street hand put it 
“Why should Fela not feel free to 
use his own sonewritine weapon
48

oressors.
emy concert 

iview of Feia's new 
t was a resounding

,-as Fela in 
good form, but so were his wives 
who danced to great effect. H,s. 
onlv constraint was time Since

it was a promoters’ nightmare. 
The sheer size of the group is a 
crucial factor that gives lasting 
energy to Fela’s heavy music 
machine. He has always insisted 
on touring with a large entourage.

Part two of the show was the 
most exciting, opening with 
TDTMN (Teacher Don’t Teacher 
Me Nonsense). The sheer power 
of the song and the energy of 
Fela’s six wives who suddenly 
emerge to dance on stage as the 
first notes of the song are struck is 
a vital part of the presentation. 
Their dress and make up clearly 
project authentic African culture. 
Apart from the six traditional 
dancers, four others danced 
routinely behind Fela now 
appears to have found the • 
winning formula, at least in 
Western terms

The final number was BONN 
(Beast of No Nation), inspired by 
a speech bv racist Prime Minister 
P W Botha Its poly rhythms are 
similar to Fela's eai ly songs w hich 
he did not play His delivery was 
so powerful that the audience 
would have accepted almost 
anything Fela said. The evident 
tightness of the band was boosted 
by the excellent amplification in 
the Academy and if the rest of the 
tour continues in this way. Fela 
will return home having 
conquered the world.

There is no doubt that Fela s 
new double album w ill be a 
success. Co-produced by top 
Benin republic musician. Wole 
Badarou. based in Paris, who had 
a recent number one album in 
France, it now seems certain that 
the international success that has 
long eluded this African superstar 
rs finally w ithin his grasp

Tony

non on 
esponsibility for 
nibia. The Eminent

. in its report 
uh Africa).

~ tores the Namibian 
•perspective of the Southern 
African situation principally 

___ . _ because it believes that with a 
Belgium and Germany properly constituted government 
returning to Paris for the in South Africa the problems in 

iple to be flow n the region would sort themselves 
dated and fed. out
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Fela Kuti, recently performed 

could not play all night, as he is 
used to doing in the •Shrine', he 
managed to pack all the energy of 
his revamped Egypt 80 into this 3 
hour act. In his new- drive for 
perfection, he ordered two 
members of the entourage to be 
sent home to Lagos because they 
could not perform to his standard

His new comprehensive show is 
tightly packaged The first part is 
rather informal. At least two 
tracks from the new album are 
featured — Just Like That and 
CBB (Confusion Break Bone) — 
"When dead body gets 1 
na double wahala”. he i 
unleashes his new perc 
thunderous effect of de 
guitar and the massive 9-man 
brass section. With the occasional 
wail of his own electric piano, the 
overall iazzv effect is terrific.
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captures the myster 
of medieval Afncar

Some of the aboi e books will be 
reviewed in future issues of 
African Concord.
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The Upper Room, 
Ry Mary Monroe, 
A it B. 1986, £9.95.

An Introductory .4 
Macmillan, 1986.

Economic Growth in the Third 
World,
Ry Lloyd G Reynolds.
Yale. 986. £20lib, £5.95pb.

Banks and Specialised Financial 
Intermediaries in Development.
Ry P. Wellons, D Germtdis and 
R. Gia van is.
Development Centre Studies.

The Last Duty, 
By Isidore Ikpewho. 
Longman, 1986. £2.95.
This is about how the Nigerian 
Civil War laid its imprint on the 
lives of six characters.

LAST WEEK’S SOLI TION 
AC ROSS. 1 Forgo. 4 Bokassa. 
S Rayon 9 Shocker. 10 Savim- 
bi. U MA 13 Pound. 14 Bible. 
IS Okra. 20 Tanzania. 23 Total. i 
24 Nap. 25 Nigeria. 2t» Yea. j 
DOWN. 1 Forest. 2 Ray. 3 j 
Ornament 4 Bestir. 5 Knot. 6 4 
Sake 7 .Abroad. 12 Cinzano. 15 '
Cotton 16 Gambia. 17 Zambia. ’

The Politics of Sport, 
Ed by Lincoln Allison, 
MUP. £25. 1986.

tiicx-dlvm umjvhi'i •• r .j.is'.e ; ~ 
problems of tin.- votin'n It n o* 
with the vtuunmeot ‘A 
independent that N'aciibiatn will 
'iia'.e the power to begin to 

reshape '.heir yxue!) and
• ■ I................. .. ■ . - . 1

/rufures which cause and 
perpetuate their poverty.”

The world has vacillated for too 
Z-ng o’, er the Namibian situation. 
The acceptance by the British 
Government of the 
implementation of "linkage" as 
providing the best possible 
prospect for a quick resolution of 
the situation makes matters 
worse. The problems assume a 
higher dimension each day. and if 
care is not taken Namibia may 
graduate into independence with 
the country already in ruins, its 
wealth despoiled, with nothing 
but barren land left. Foreign, 
especially Western economic 
interests, are collaborating with 
South Africa in gradually 
ensuring this situation. This must 
be averted.

Susanna Smith concludes by 
reviewing the case for sanctions, 
in the process stating Oxfam's 
position on the matter. She also 
gives a number of 
recommendations, including a call 
for the implementation of 
Resolution 435 and UN Council 
for Namibia’s Decree 1. She also 
calls on Britain to consider the 
imposition of sanctions to speed 
up the implementation of the 
resolution on the part of the 
South African Governme' ‘ 
for generous British and E 
official aid to Namibia on 
independence. It’s time to act!

Olusola Akinrinade

This is Monroe's first novel. 
"Mama" Ruby is the central 
character She is about to bury the 
stillborn child of another woman 
when she hears a faint cry. She 
cradles the child she has always 
longed for and has no doubt that 
she has been truly blessed.

A new tooology textbook Basic 
sociological concepts arc 
explained with examples drawn 
from contemporary /Africa. 
Special emphasis is given to the 
application of Western theories in 
the African setting and the social 
changes from prc-colonial to 
colonial and post-independence 
times.

This book argu 
inevitable link 
sport The essays analyse the 
effect of sport on international 
relations (and vice versa); the 
relationship between sport and 
legal systems; the contrasts 
between communist and Western 
approaches to sport; the 
politicisation of sport in northern 
Ireland, in South Africa and in 
Black Africa, and the complex 
politics ot the Olympic 
movement. An important book 
toi anyone with a serious interest 
m spott. as w ell as political 
scientists, sociologists, and 
anyone whose work is related to 
spoil

Sundiata:An Epic of Old Mali. 
By D T Niane.
Longman, 1986. £1.95.
Retold by generations of griots. 
this tale has been handed down 
from the thirteenth century and 

:ry and majesty 
in kingship

With its rich mineral deposits, 
fertile coastal fishing grounds and 
good stock-farming lands, 
Namibia is one of the wealthiest 
countries on the African 
continent. But the wealth is not 
evenly distributed among its 
citizens: the majority of 
Namibians live in conditions of 
abject poverty, a poverty directly 
caused by the economic, political 
and social policies and structures 
imposed on the country by South 
Africa. There is unchecked 
exploitation and exportation of 
the country's wealth by South 
African. British and other foreign 
interests.

At the same time, the colonial 
structure of the economy ensures 
that the wealth remaining inside 
the country is almost entirely in 
the hands of white settlers, a 
situation which has led to the 
development of an average 
income ratio of 18:1 in favour of 
the whites Yet it is the labour of 
the black majority that is 
producing the wealth of the white 
minority in the territory 
Politically. Namibians arc denied 
basic human rights and are 
subject to various repressive 
legislations which almost reduce 
them to a sub-human level.

But the widespread poverty and 
underdevelopment can be 
prevented When South Africa 
took over the administration of 
Namibia in 1920 it was mandated 
to “promote to the utmost the 
material and moral well-being of 
the inhabitants of the territory." 
and it accepted "a sacred trust for 
the civilisation” of the people. 
However, South Africa has 
consciously promoted 
institutional obstacles to 
Namibia’s development, 
especially with the educational 
structure and health care deliver” 
system. The educational systen 
appalling, with teaching 
concentrated on learning a little, 
English, the mother tongue of 
students, official white South 
African history and Bible studies. 
The people who go through this 
system are unsuitable for further 
studies.

The health care situation is 
similar, if not worse. Ravaged 
poverty and poor health care. 
Namibians, also suffer from th 
worst effects of military 
occupation. Earlier studies 
Gavin Cawthra's Brutal h>" •' 
Joseph Hanlon’s Beggar Yotti 
Neighbours, for example, havt 
shown, and this book confirms, 
that Namibia is one of the 
intensively occupied terntm 
the world: there arc over I 
SADF troops in a countiv 
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these issue* and alto p-.-'v 
focus Briti'.h and interna! 
responsibility for Namibia. 7.?.' 
British companies dominating the 
economy of Namibia, and with 
the influence that Britain has in 
the United Nations, both as a 
member of the Security Council 
and of the "Contact Group" of 
unblessed memory, as well as the 
persuasive influence it has over 
the South African Government, 
the author argues that Britain has 
a special responsibility to ensure 
the transition to genuine 
independence of Namibia. But 
Britain has always found an 
excuse over the years not 
to take any action against 
South Africa for its illegal 
occupation of Namibia. This is in 
spite of the fact that it recognises 
that occupation as illegal.

Successive British governments 
have refused to accept the rulings 
of the World Court on the 
illegality of South Africa’s 
occupation. They use the 
excuse that the UN General 
Assembly acted beyond its 
powers in establishing the United 
Nations Council for Namibia, it 
has refused to recognise Decree 1 
for the Protection of the Natural 
Resources of Namibia, a decree 
which, principally, seeks to 
prevent the illegal exploitation 
and exportation of Namibia s 
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Slales. which has introduced the 
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Sn'do « can’t be questioned.” 
They of her views, however,
B^esinntatrin'01”'-

AL,u 1as,h and splash, BUNMI ILO, 
,S2j.es Services Officer. PFIZER 

h,^PU?TS Nigeria Ltd., is one tiny 
Bundle o, energy. Cornered in Jos at the 

ently concluded promotional con- 
terence for Veterinary Medicine prac- 
troners organised by her company, Bun­
mi, who says she really wanted to be a 
veterinary doctor, but that the long 
Period of training discouraged her and 
made her opt for Animal Science, thinks 
that she is “not inadequate now that she 
didn’t read vet. medicine.”

The small boned lady is for equality 
with men and says: “I feel up to my 
male counterpans. I can do anything 

—n do. I am as intelligent as 
of them.” She thinks females 

have to accept the roles currently 
lioned out for them by the 
wants to see the woman being 

d for having achieved as much 
tan. She however thinks that the 
should not be aggressive to the 

antagonising the male. “Let 
tales find out by themselves how 
you are.” The Animal scientist 

teing in Pfizer was purely acciden- 
at good. ‘I was to work for the 

Lagos state government, but they 
dumped me in Badagry and 1 ran back to 
Pfizer where I had done vacation jobs 
betore.” She says of her undergraduate 
days in Romania, Eastern Europe, ”1 
like adventure, so I choose to go to 
Romania to study.” But she didn’t find 
expression for herself in that country 
because according to her, “The people 
are rather uptight due to their kind of 
government. They are always conscious 
of what they say.” But Bunmi would not 
allow herself to be bo.xed-in, she travell­
ed extensively, "all over Europe.”

Almost vitriolic in her attack of what 
she calls the ‘African man’ she thinks 
there is a need for a new social order in 
which the man can be questioned by the 
50

rFD on British conservatism, 
B nutured on the valu“ of rightist

Patrick Heinecke, armed with 
agrees from Oxford and Brunel univer­
ses. lectured in London University.

he came to Nigeria and for nine 
years taught Public Administration at 

A\vjthin those nine years, his conser­
vatism were eroded and his rightist 
values disappeared. In his words “After 
disagreements with reactionary elements 
in that university, I relinquished my 
senior lecturership position and took io 
full time writing.” Patrick, who thinks 
he has discovered himself continues “I 
can only identify myself with the com­
mon people, the oppressed" According 
to the avowed socialist, reversion to col­
onial policies is a disastrously retrograde 
recipe for continued under-development 
and mass-poverty. He believes that the 
system which ensures mass poverty can 
be changed tomorrow. “Provided new 
political experiments arise out of Africa 
to overthrow the power structures of 
neo-colonialism and capitalism."

Married to a Nigerian and living jn 
Zaria. Patrick says he no longer has in­
terest in Britain and its values. He says 
literature cannot change the world "but 
it can aid in making the changes bv 
arousing consciousness for the need to 
struggle against oppression."

He has published many books among 
which are “Public management nr

“Freedom In The Grave - Nigeria and 
the Political Economy of Africa ” He’ also a contributing Editor to tlic mm 
77OA™f“inC 'HOTL,NE 'STERNA.

Funsho Ogunshina
tt tNASSUMING Funsho Ofiunshina, 
wJ the 34-ycar old Regional Director 
of the US FEED GRAINS COUNCIL, 
doesn’t feel challenged unless there is 
constant change in his schedules. “1 get 
bored very quickly,” he says. “I am a 
restless person. Ideas, people c.t.c. must 
be dynamic to challenge me.”

He however is of the opinion that his 
current job as Regional Director for the 
United States Fee’d Grains Council gives 
him the required dynamism. The coun­
cil, a worldwide marketing, research and 
technical compact, he says offers him 
the chance to be^Miat he wants to be. “I 
take decisions that affect the agricultural 
programmes of® nations”. And as 
Regional Director, Funsho is responsible 
for Africa, cast,<^?st and south. Accor­
ding to him, the ^yprpduccs about 50% 
of the world’s grams, thus the council is 
used to marketing find extending and ex­
tend technical services, with regards to 
grains, to deserving countries of the 
world.

Armed with degrees in Agriculture 
and Nu trition, he feels that his job has 
improved him tremendously. “I travel 
so frequently against time zones that I 
sometimes get confused. But my travels 
have widened my horizon and I have 
discovered that people are basically the 
same no matter the colour. We all need 
shelter and food.”

The agric expert says that Nigeria, 
where he expends the bulk of his 
S25O.OOO annual budget has used up a 
lot of land in the past 26 years and that 
the land to man ratio has continued to 
diminish rapidly.

He thinks that the demands of his of­
fice is great. "But I enjoy doing things 
for people.” He doesn’t sec age as a con­
straint. “My ultimate goal is to find 
myself in a position to continue to do the 
kind of things I am doing at present.”

—Dimeji Popoola
AFRICAN CONCORD 4 DECEMBER 1986
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Vaseline 
Intensive 

Care 
Lotion

■

Vaseline’
intensive

leaves your skin 
soft and beautiful with fresh all day 
herbal fragrance!

Vaseline Intensive Care Lotion-trusted for soft and 
beautiful skin now gives you a choice of fragrances- 
Regular or Fresh Herbal.

Fresh Herbal Vaseline Intensive Care Lotion has an 
enriched formula that helps rub in faster while leaving 
a fresh herbal fragrance on your body. In fact it is like 
we?ring a perfume all day.

Vaseline Intensive Care Lotion -soaks right in for softer skin.
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