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•css than 87 have reportedly exceeded 
their designed life-span of 25 years.

At a time when there is so much talk 
of mass transit, it is unfortunate that 
the NRC operates at only 20 per cent 
of its capacity. And there doesn't seem 
to be any prospect of a major improve­
ment in the near future.

Indeed, the signals point enough to 
a progressive degeneration which this 
Cover Choice anchored by Debo Ade- 
sma. highlights in the hope that some­
thing can be done to salvage the situa­
tion.

With its 101 membership forming 
about two-thirds of the UN General 
Assembly, the Non-Aligned Move­
ment is being daunted by several prob­
lems. Aware of these issues and set to 
challenge them, the movement, hav­
ing considered several factors, has 
elected Yugoslavia to lead it for the 
next three years.

Nigeria
The statutory duty of the Nigeria 

Police is, amongothers. to maintain 
ensure that every 

ed from coming to 
the recovery of 

so in Warri where 
>athe the police like

I IS, dlllWIIg .

i law and order; e 
' citizen is protectee 
1 harm and assist in tl 

stolen goods. Not 
| the citizens now Io; 
I a leper

Railways in perspective. The 92 years 
of this institution of public transporta­
tion have been a history of dwindling 

’ fortunes and systematic rot in a situa- 
i tion where, elsewhere in the world, 

the story is of giant leaps in modernity.
Senior Writer Abdul Groh, recently 

undertook a journey from Lagos to 
Kafanchan, that took four whole days 
of smear and discomfort. His account 
mirrors a great deal of the every day 
experience of persons, who as it were, 
are forced to use the antiquated sys­
tem to haul goods and wares over long 
distances.

Very many years ago, travelling by 
rail was said to be a great pleasure and 
a lasting experience of the panoramic 
view of the countryside. There was the 
magic of rail shuttle in an era when 
there were only very few motorable 
roads and, of course, not much of air 
transportation. Understandably, the 
subsequent expansion in air and road 
facilities should historically have had 
the impact of reducing dependence on 
rail.

Howevi
appcarci 
official i 
Nigeria!
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President Ibrahim Babangida’s 
administration has rural development 
as one of its key policies for general 
development of the country But it is 
the First Lady Maryam Babangida, 
more than any single individual, who 
has pursued with unrestrained vigour 
the drive for rural integration. Last 
week’s Better Life For Rural 
Women’s fair in Lagos under her 
general supervision attests to her un­
challengeable role as chief mobihzer 
of Nigeria’s women-folk.

But there arc still unanswered ques­
tions.

sver, this reduced pressure has 
:d to manifest in almost total 
neglect, to the extent that the 

o .in Railway Corporation as it ex­
ists today hasn't grown much more 
than suited colonial needs. The tracks 
that laid the foundation for political 
amalgamation in 1914, have remained 
unchanged. An obsolete network is 
compounded by a gross lack of equip­
ment. For example, out of 189 
locomotives in operation today, not
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Opta. Lagos.
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Thc NANS has always made it dear 
that it does not require the recognition 
of any government. in so far as the stu­
dents arc in total support of it (NANS).

Onabulc should stop bragging about 
NANS’ non-reoognition.

UteMaj A
VatML Lagos.

SiBrdianF^^™

Flood of tears
The Kano disaster which led to so 

many houses being destroyed thereby 
rendering many people homeless is 
rather a pitiable loss (August 29). I did 
not for once think that such a dam, 
Bagauda. with storage capacity for two 
million cubic litres will collapse one day.

Were there no devices of releasing 
excess water pressure on the dam? 1 
hope other dams in the country will not 
give way and uieak more havoc on the 
poor people.
Emmanuel Ezeh.
Mirahri. Lagos

AEP.DE FakOya. JOnO AG.TONVN 
C*«-OPSKO> A TVNOE An NCAA

57Tt» Pwtoowi Rd LOnc^rSn Se*Tr^pNon. pi) 2JW144 

Sap^-coe r. rw G<X> u a iwpapr 

“"’•JX —•

TOWY OKUJEM YOU! MUYIWA EMABATA

Production SeP-EMora 
FELIX Ol UWOLE OGUNBAMERU JEWELL DAFIHCME

APAcn. RE&SOMjOhA BaESSMI ABGW

Canlcr PhctagriBfw 
kole ace coinola

MOUEl'cuScS"?1Olaleye

Cont-tbutlnj E&tcr* 
vXXTCNJ. CASE B OOLW JEYIFO GOCWH SOGCAO 
ED«VN MADUNAGJ CO A CPE MUN OSSY NAMAAt 

DAN G MATTHEWS &S> OGUMMDEJO 
JOE ADENW1-JONES

WOaE SOYINKA AXE IMPAB ASKA. 
FEM1 OSOFiSAN. EFKXG ESSZN

In the name of SAP the IBB regime 
has made many Nigerians sec red in 
their eyes more than anv other regime 
in post independent Nigeria This is 
the bitter truth Esen during the civil 
war we had three square meals daih 
except perhaps, the so-called rebels

Unknowingly (or do thes know') 
many have been sapped out of exrstcncc 
as a result of hunger It may sound in­
credible because »e do net keep official 
records of all these, but the masses 
know this among themsehrs If lectur­
ers, pilots, entmeen. medical devtors 
and other highlv skilled prefcssjer-iis 
with higher incomes, are checking 
out" of this land of woeder like Andrew. 
then where do the rest of os (the tothag 
masses) stand'

Or do «r need to die 
and reincarnate to eajov 
human rights' Where is N ANS. 
ASUU? etc

However, my were for IBB for now ts 
35%. which is not a pass mark 
Morca? £ 
AW -apes

No stain on rights
Does Onabule reaLxc that be is paid 

to be the President's image maker'.’ 
(August. 291 The wav be goes about 
defending the Presidents pobdev 
when even ether key government offi­
cials like CHu False and Domkat Bali 
admit to some faults, creates the im­
pression that the Press Semetan lacks 
proper bnefing on ha job

^"hy must he think that even pobev 
of the president is right'1 Some times', 
defence dents, instead of potahtng, the 
government’s image
Ibrfun Akin.
Oshogbo. Oyo Sz*»

I wonder what Onabule would be 
writing on if he were still editor of 
National Concord m these hard times 
when ASUU, NLC. and NANS have 
been banned. Would he see things the 
way he is seeing them now?

Surely the man would be spirting fire. 
comparing this regime with Buhans 
and striking a resemblance of both

Does being in government blind-fold 
men from the realities of the day7 
Perhaps, power is the opium of the wiel- 
ders of power. It sedates them and 
makes them feel different from reali­
ties. Goodluck, Onabule!

GOOWN A38ROCO

AMUtant Ednort
CAL' KOBE SUNNY BiAGMERE

CHUAWJEMEXA GAH A WALE ANTN A NA A.XAA

SUN WrtX»
GEORGE 0LA-0AV.ES HERBERT OJEH

ConvaaontanL East and Scudwn Afnca 
K.NGSLET CSACOLOR

BALAaENDAE WAKPELLE 
SOAE MAP UNA IN-.. 

JOE LARTEY A«u.

S*.^r Rerorwr 
M-CHAEl CCHU U3ANI

OMOTAY0F*5?LAB|F1J0SEnoi AKARUE

EVEN KE 0K0RE PAUL K-AACL-KWU
CKNEDU SORONNADllOFFOARO OQV CHUKWUM

CXMA EV.E AMA DILI O.MK-AU Fj.Pt ., XPPV. 
DE BO ADES NA HUM<=HREY BEKAREN 

JOHN KV. A0C1

FEM. JcSotO

Zapped!
Zia’s death (August 29) chills. He 

maybe a 'dictator," he may be hated by 
the Soviets; but the most important 
thing is whether his people — the Pakis­
tanis — benefitted from his 11 yean 
rule
Jackson Ekong.
Ajegunlo. Lagos

The death of the Pakistani leader, 
Zia, evokes a lot of mixed feelings. But 
one must accept that every leader, de­
spot or democrat, faces such hazards. 
We mourn him.
Ebtyo Agbazi.
Pod Harcourt. Rivers State

AEP.DE
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,• about cabinet 
lent wishes or 

•c bis ministers.
f us? Is it not

If
O Nigeria Airways arbus: Grounded on grounds ot indebtedness

out sneak- 
hc should 
now;(Au- 

- his

vycr for the Nigeria Airways, Nadia de Baville, 
by Michael Smith, the industrial editor of the 

...^management and lack of financial accounts in 
ssible vindictiveness and unnecessary harassment

Holding 
card:

Why all the hue and cry 
rcschufflc. If the Preside 
docs not intend to change 
docs that benefit any of .... 
from among the same ruling class that 
he picks his men?

Hasn't Duro Onabulc hinted that the 
education minister will remain till 1992?
Abiba Adams.
Oyo. Oyo State

Sharks at war
One very important difference you 

failed to mention between Abiola and 
Yar'Adua was the source of their enor­
mous wealth.

While Abiola got his money through 
sheer hardwork, in case of Yar’Adua it 
was a situation of ‘getting rich in the 
dark’. The Rtd. General has never for 
once made public how he made his mil­
lions in just nine years after leaving 
office, except that he was the nations 
number two citizen under Obasanjo's 
regime and was born into the so-called 
ruling class.
Mohammed Kumo Abubakar. 
Lagos.

ring. Last week. Basil Ali spent a couple of days reporting 
"behind the counter" at tne Bar Beach Police Station. 
The former champion had liecn accused by the manage­
ment of the Eko Holiday Inn of wilful damage of the 
hotel's flower pots while he was being ejected from his 
room. His ejection, according to sources close to • Bash In a fix 
the hotel was because the ex-champion accumulated N5.000 in unpaid bills.

Bash Ali, is said to have claimed on the other hand that about $10,000 was 
stolen from his hotel room and as such he did not consider himself indebted to 
the hotel. But El o Holiday Inn management is not taking responsibility for the 
alleged loss of the pugilist’s $10,000, as there is a general warning on safety of 
valuables at the hotel's foyer which states that guests cannot hold the hotel liable 
for loss of valuables not kept in the hotel's sate.

____________________________________

If Tai Solarin is serious about 
mg for Nigeria’s hoi polloi, f 
mount his "freedom square" .. 
gust 29). This is the time we need 
voice. To wait till 1992 and harass an 
innocent civilian administration which 
has committed no "sin" is to prejudge 
that government.

Solarin should realize that the prob­
lems of the incoming government arc 
being hatched right now: Debt resche­
duling, lack of democratic temper, mak­
ing soldiers feel they are more patriotic 
than other Nigerians, etc.

If Solarin lacks the courage to face 
this regime, he should please relax or 
else he will be unwittingly re-inviting 
the military even before they march to 
their barrack abode.
Egbo Timitimi. 
A/ogunlo. Lagos

Adder's \ letters to the Editor, typewrit­
ten double-space, with writer's name, 
address and. if available telephone num 
her, to. The African Guardian, Rutam 
House, P.M.H. 1217, Oshodi, Ixigo' 
Nigeria. Letters subject to editing.

Airbus saga
■ T is now clear that plans for the recovery of the two Airbus aircraft of the
■ Nigeria Airways seized four months ago in Bordeaux. France bySOGERMA, 
a subsidiary of the Airbus Industry, will just have to be speeded up.

Last week, a court in Bordeaux where the airline had gone to challenge the 
confiscation of the two aircraft by SOGERMA awarded judgement against the 
Nigeria Airways. The national carrier was given three months to pay up the 
HI KM million owed the Airbus subsidiary, and in the event of a default, one of 
the siezcd aircraft is to be sold to recover the debt. During court hearings. 
SOGERMA’s lawyers tendered two reports in the July editions of The African 
Guardian and the Nigerian Economist as evidence of the inability of the Nigeria 
Airways to pay up the debts.

On the other hand, the lawyci 
also tendered a report in July by 
London Guardian of absolute misn 
the Airbus industry to show poss 
of the Airways by SOGERMA.

The Federal Government, which has been informed of last week’s court 
decision is still continuing with diplomatic means to recover the seized aircraft. 
The French Ambassador to Nigeria, Mr. Jacques Thibau has made several trips 
to France on behalf of the Nigerian government to secure the release of at least 
one of the aircraft. Sources say that the proposal to SOGERMA is for the 
aircraft to be released while the debt is paid in instalments.
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Ibrahim Baban 
that the past 
would not n 
once accused the Obasanjo

Waiting for the ‘newbreed’

“Ourr is not yet the kind of en­
vironment in which new men and 
women will emerge and thrive. For 
even if today's political aspirants 
are innocent of the past, they are 
neither blind nor deaf to the sights 
and sounds of the moment."

tration of doing. Nor would it be 
matter of complete indifference to hit 
whether he was succeeded by 
or a cretin. Determined to create 
stable democracy that would not ot.>- 
the least temptation to soldiers to seize 
power again, he would ensure that the 
mantle of leadership was passed on to 
the right people.

How? By banning all the wrong peo­
ple and all their associates from seek­
ing or holding elected office in the next 
political dispensation. The path thus 
cleared, a new breed of political actors 
would emerge, take charge and lead 
the nation to democratic bliss The 
nucleus of this new breed is supposed 
to have emerged already in the elec­
tions tn the local councils and the Con-

WrSEES 
1976. there were high hopes that a new 
breed of politicians would emerge to 
ensure the success of the experiment 
in republican democracy that was ab­
out to be launched. The hopes were 
quite justified. Many of those who 
subsequently went into politics were 
probably in their teens when the First 
Republic collapsed, a casualty of cor­
ruption, intolerance, ballot rigging 
and inept governance.
But the wages of such venalities sure 

ly could not have been lost on them. 
Those who were full-grown adults in 
the First Republic, or had participated 
in the seedy politics of the era could 
reasonably be expected to have learnt 
the appropriate lessons even more 
thoroughly None of them seemed 
irredeemably tainted. All seemed pre­
pared to begin anew, with a deter­
mination to make the system work. 
And when young men and women 
w ho seemed driven by ideals of patrio­
tic service became governors, minis­
ters. commissioners, special advisers, 
board chairmen, etc. it seemed that a 
new era had indeed begun — the era of 
the "new-breed".

It is true that the elections 
which inaugurated the Second Re­
public were tainted with irregulari­
ties reminiscent of an earlier era. 
It is also true that horse-trading 
rather than principled bargaining was 
the basis for many a political appoint­
ment. Withal, some of the discredited 
politicians of earlier times were never 
far from centre stage Still, on the 
whole, the "newbreed" were very 
much in evidence, in the legislative as 
well as the executive branch. And yet, 
the experiment in republican demo­
cracy came to griet barely four years 
after it began, a casualty of the very 
factors that had brought down the 
I itst Republic. Nothing seemed to 
have been learned, nothing forgotten.

In drawing up his administration's 
own political programme. President 
" ' ** bangida set out to ensure

l docs not repeat itself. He 
rush the transition, as he 

adminis-

elccted into the local councils or the 
Constituent Assembly without the 
sponsorship of the banned politicians. 
The chairman of one of the nation's 
largest municipal councils was the 
hand-picked candidate of a former 
civilian governor, now- banned. Every­
where the former governor goes these 
days, the chairman is always on his 
entourage, as evidence that the influ­
ence of his mentor has not waned.

In many instances, election to the 
Constituent Assembly, for which the 
local councils constituted electoral 
colleges, was a matter of cash. The 
highest bidder won. Candidiates who 
could not muster the appropriate naira 
power lost, regardless of their newness 
or their breeding. In Abuja, as in 
Lagos where the Constituent Assem­
bly sat between 1977 and 1978, 
alliances are being formed, pacts are 
being made and offices and posts are 
being traded even as the draft con­
stitution is being debated.

So, what went wrong? Nothing, 
really. Little has changed. There may 
be different actors on the scene, but 
they are waltzing to an old. familiar 
tune. "Public service" remains the 
surest path to private wealth and com­
fort. Patronage is alive and thriving. 
Yesterday’s wreckers not only kept 
their loot, they are to be seen occupy­
ing places of honour at public cere­
monies. The "newbreed". surely must 
want their own piece of the action now 
or very soon, not in the year 2000.

But it does not follow that the search 
for the new breed is misguided, and 
that the Third Republic is doomed. It 
is possible, at least in the long run. to 
cultivate a new breed of politicians, 
without going back to Plato’s Repub­
lic. What is required in the short run is 
the development of a new political cul­
ture, with new values that are not just 
preached but lived daily by those who 
have taken it upon themselves or are 
mandated to lead.

Ours is not yet the kind of environ­
ment in which new men and women 
will emerge and thrive. For even if 
today’s political aspirants are innocent 
of the past, they are neither blind nor 
deaf to the sights and sounds of the 
moment

situent Assembly, providing effective 
leadership and dependable services at 
the grassroots level and debating th< 
draft constitution.

But two full years before they tai 
partial charge of the governance of tl 
nation, they have already given Presi­
dent Babangida cause to doubt 
whether his faith in them is fully justi­
fied. In his address to mark the third 
anniversary of his assuming power, he 
charged that the "new breed", had not 
been "fully in charge of the opportun­
ity created for them to love and serve 
Nigeria." and that they had converted 
themselves into "surrogates” of the 
discredited politicians. He warned 
that if they did not mend their ways, 
they too risked being banned like their 
mentors.

The surprising thing in all this is that 
the President was surprised that a 
great many of the "newbreed" were 
under the thumbs of banned former 
politicians. It is notorious that, for the 
most part, they would not have been



Maryam provides guidelines on military matnmony

• Maryam-Nove cou­
ture

which the superstore-
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Managing the rear

substructure on which the superstruc­
ture of mankind is built.*'

Stripped of its moral underpinnings, I 
that profound statement should worry 1__ _
marxists who would rather hold that it is | ary.' 
the economic substructure that deter- | by tl

□ engaged 
and hand­
le impor- 
•blast, the 

Life For Ru- 
ir was held

the rural ones who though are in the 
majority, arc severely neglected, be­
comes understandable.

Still. Maryam's immediate concern is 
not so much with the marriage institu­
tion per sc as w ith the more specific role 
of the wife as a kind of institutional re­
quirement for the successful career of 
an army officer While admitting that 
marriages tn the military, as else­
where .arc far from perfect, to her, 
“they seem more vital to the military 
institution than any other sector of thq 
socKiv. in spite of the popular joke that 
if the army wanted an officer to have a 

1 wife, he would have been- ‘issued’ one 
i along with his boots, socks, vests and 

underpants.**
Her thesis on this score is straightfor­

ward: "Since the officer is always on 
24-hour duty, seven days a week, to 
defend his country, there is the need to 
have a wife who is responsible, efficient 
and effective at the home front to over­
see the activities there.” Equally so, “a 
good rear management" is imperative 
because "soldiers work so hard that 
they need the comfort and warmth of a 
real home, not just a house, to which 
they retire when they have the rare 
opportunity of being idle, even if for an 
hour only " It is presumably within this 
set-up that the wife fits into the army 
structure; one of a symbiosis where 
"utility and pleasure have a place in 
conjugal love.”

Against the background, of the role 
cf the wife to thccarrccrof an army

■ officer, and by extension the effective- 
I ness of the army. Home Front, so aptly 
i titled, seeks to debunk the confounding 
i but"‘trong impression that the life of an 
I army officer's wife is one of glamour, 
j prestige and plenty; the world ... at her 
1 feet, hers to command with just a snap 
I of her fingers,’* by attempting “priman-

" 1 ly to paint the true portrait.”
How well the author paints this por- 

' trait of the life of an army officer’s wife
■ in "candid tones" is highly debatable. 
The evidence she calls forth, the experi­
ences of officers’ wives, is at best 
sketchy on the subject, even though 
they did come, as the author promised, 
"as a pleasant revelation to many who 
arc uninitiated in the ways of the milit-

." Still, these experiences as relived 
the economic substructure that deter- i by the wives — all of them anonymous 
mines the quality and type of all other — arc most poignant in times of wars 
social superstructures, including the in- j and of coups (see box). Less traumatic 
stitution of marriage, that would be in- but equally disorienting to the wives, 
evitably erected on the economic found- both emotionally and professionally, 
ation. Even so, taking Maryam’s posi- j arc the frequent fiostinps of army offic- 
tion as given, her obsession with mobi- : ers, their long absences from home and 
lising and motivating women, especially j the hazards the husbands arc exposed to
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Title: The Home Front
Anthon Maryam Babanqida 
Publisher: Foundation Publications, Ibadan. 
Reviewer: Godwin Agbroko.

W A WITH the publication of her 
first book, layers of the offi-

■ ■ cial reticence of Nigeria’s 
First Lady, Maryam Babangida arc gra­
dually peeling off. to reveal, no matter ; 
how tiny the fraction, the inner reces- I 
ses of her mind on social issues. Not that | 
she has not been visible to the public. 
On the contrary, since her husband. 
General Ibrahim Babangida became 
Nigeria’s president in 1985, Maryam has 
cut a radically different image from 
previous first ladies, whose roles on j 
the few occasions when they ventured 
out of their stately cocoons, w ere never 
far from ceremonial.

Not so for Maryam, who had had to 
champion numerous causes close to her 
heart with a messianic zeal using the 
appropriate state structures. In' one 
breath, she is into campaigns against 
drug abuse; in another, she is engaged 
in charity work for orphans and hand­
icapped children; and still mor 
tantly, she has taken on full-l 
daunting task of a “Beller I 
ral Women" whose fair 
September 14—18.

Always in public focus, Mrs. Baban­
gida has, however, rarely discussed 
these weighty social issues that seem to 
be a passion with her; the very few occa­
sions when she did, it was with the fore­
ign media and only recently with the 
News Agency of Nigeria (NAN). That 
may change somewhat. With the pub­
lication of The Home Front, which 
hopefully will be launched this week, 
Mrs. Babangida has committed to print, 
her thoughts on one of the most ubi­
quitous, if not the most vital, institution 
in society: marraige.

Although her comments on this social 
institution are primarily concerned with 
the military, her more encompassing 
world-view is that “a solid, comfort­
able, and nourishing home front is a sine 
qua non for a qualitative regeneration 
of mankind.” That position, she sus­
tains in the epilogue with the argument 
that "it cannot be doubted that the 
woman, as wife and mother, is the ful­
crum that works that springboard and 
the foundation on which rests the entire



Even roses have thorns
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• Maryam: Responsible officers must have re­
sponsible homes

during bush exercises, all in the line of 
duty. Even so, the wives of other pro­
fessionals— such as the policeman, the 
oil-rig operator, customs officer, the 
miner, and a host of others— face these 
traumas to a lesser or even greater de­
gree.

What Home Front possesses in full 
measure, however, is its unqualified 
celebration of matrimony. Although, 
the author says it is not intended as a 
guide book, Home Front is a kind of 
compendium on the duties, and pri­
vileges, the dos and don’ts of an army 
officer’s wife which "young officers’ 
wives and prospective ones would find 
... invariably very useful," as the First 
Lady correctly points out.

These tutorials, if they could be rc-

"J^HERE is glamour, no doubt, ^in being the wife of a 
imagination, the life of an officer can be compared to 

that of the sweet-scented rose, then the wife definitely shares 
in the thorns, at least, once in a while. Home Front, Maryam 
Babangida's new book has chronicled some of the rare 
moments of anguish as recalled by the wives themselves. 
Excerpts on war memories:

First wife:
She had been married barely two months in the midst 

of the Nigeria civil war when the husband was called up for 
the war-front. Already pregnant, she had to sec her hus­
band off to the railway station, the first step of his journey 
to the war zone. Said she: "At the station, after bidding 
ourselves goodbye, he turned and walked into the train, 
leaving me on the platform weeping my eyes out. It began 
raining very heavily but I stood in the rain waving at the 
train. Minutes after the train left I could not bring myself tc 
leave the station."

Second wife:
She thought her husband was pulling her legs when he 

told her he was going to the war. Yes, she knew she was 
married to an officer who was a soldier first before anything 
else; but she did not believe he could go to the war front 
"just like that." She even laughed when her husband men­
tioned it again. But she was surprised when her husband 
packed his bags later and told her he was going to report to 
Iris commanding officer on the first leg of his journey to the 
war front. I begged and pleaded with him not to leave me 
but he just stared at me without uttering a word.

Third wife:
We were newly married when he went to war. I was 

very young and knew nothing about the implications of 
war. I knew he was going to fight but I expected that he 
would be back homo very soon. But days went by and 
became weeks. I neither heard from him nor did he come 
back home to me. After some months, he got a pass and 
came home, but things were not the same. I had become a 
changed person and so had he. He only stayed a few days 
and left.

1 was in the sitting room with a cousin of mine when my

garded as such, would be invaluable to 
this category of wives, given the milit­
ary’s own premium on marriages, if 
their husbands are to have a successful 
and unblemished »r«r,J"deed, the

rubicom - from the rank of majDr

watching everything then saia I

Excepts on coup jitters

switched off. Mothers dragg rhild^itio11 °n
of the barracks to the other. C ingpo^j0rfr’’

wire. There was blood all 0
come to an end. ™

oTpcbma'ry 13, 1976.-”

bSiX'a^

and ran downstairs forgetting rOo;£t ' 7%
realised this, I ran back to
on getting downstairs discovo cr>>%d 'VtJ&V ? Vx 
been surrounded by soldtet?-□ .jjf^ded 
ing their breakfast and I

ordered by the coup Plottcr^’fO u j0 ah
House. It is an experience

^Xr who was '

planning the abortive coup^ J^Scau k'v
when the news of the coup J*. '
that he was one of the p|(? J v 
house opened. I thought i .
come to arrest my husba
association with the off’ce \
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ill-feeling!
can destroy both the army and 
tern." Is it not possible if 
tion has taken place already

one officer's wife wistfully
>. the camaraderie of,yester-year 

long officers' wives is fast fading, 
ith each successive coup, the promo­

tion pattern of the military is displaced.

the First Lady confesses. "Officers I Course mates use several ranks above 
wives do feel quite elevated bv this * one another depending on who 

gracious acknowledgement to the ex- j plaved what role in the coup. Home 
tent that quite a good number of offic- mirrors this dilemma well: "Since 
ers' wives have constc.tenth inverted ' most officers" wives find themselves 

eiyttl - ... . ive’v.dinthcnhusb.inds'acti-
ahead of their husbrrd? \ ' •• s v.tics as regards his career, there is a 
wife would imagine . •• tccimgof being cheated when their hus- 
general! bands course mates arc promoted and

On a more serious note however, | tbev are not \s one of the wives com- 
Home From . .. .. - J p’.j med. There is that sudden feeling of

espedalh when you know 
pon for the • d is hardworking.”
pected. given tX . . • . . ...ik Obviously calling for more invesliga- 
which is a r. \. ..••• • • \ ... :?on is how far the long period of parti-
nan..........  rs, theob- I apat;on in politics has affected the sol-
vious quest:?- i'- • ; dierly qualities and judgement of some

j of the officers. A wife recalls how at the 
? I beginning of his political appointment.

* ,1. ’ the husband used to be' 'frustrated about
i the wav things moved at snail speed (in

T : the avil service)"' That officer was 
' V eventually tempered by the w ays of the

< I civil service. While the wife now adu- 
i 4| ’.arcs how that patience has now filtered 

9| k . . *4 j home the good —nd
i children, it is quite debatable how such 

an officer who has acquired some of the 
I mentalitv of the dvil service would fit

MT

ity for the career 1,000soldiers. But if t 
he were married, the fact that he has 
been able to manage his home up to that 
point in time is an indication that man­
aging other people's lives w ould not be a 
big problem to him." If so. it would 
have been a near miracle, for example, 
for Yakubu Gowon to have passed 
through the eye of the marital needle to 
become not only a colonel but a head of 
state and commander-in-chief of the 
armed forces before he married in 1969 
tn the midst of a civil war!

Even for a married officer, the wife, 
as the First Lady reveals, could be a 
yoke to the husband if she does not live 
up to the expectations of the military . 
The hallmark, however, is in the 
Performance Evaluation Report 
>n which the commanding 
officer may comment adverse Ty 
on an officer who is good on 
the job but unable to control his familv 
inadequately Such a report "is likely to 
tarnish the good image which the officer 
has nurtured and projected all through 
his career. . (and) could militate against 
his progress when there is a vacancy for 
which officers are being considered."

True to its nature, the army with its 
rigid hierarchical structure of com­
mand. would have a hand, no matter 
how minor, in this institution it consid­
ers vital to the promotion of efficiency 
of its men. Consequently. the new com­
missioned officer (whose average age is 
between 22 and 25 years) is disallowed 
marriage because he is required to 
attend several courses away from his 
unit location that would have lasting im­
pact on his career. However, upon 
being promoted to the rank of Lieute­
nant. which normally takes four years, 
he is "considered mature enough to 
think of marriage." And in fact.'he is 
expected to do that three years into his 
new rank. But before he attains this 
conjugal bliss, the young officer must 
seek permission from his commanding 
officer, who could withhold his consent 
that "the timing is not right or that the 
partner is not acceptable to him if she is 
a foreigner."

Life as an officer's wife, as 1 
Front has shown, is not all duty 
responsibility. If nothing, there are i 
teresting and equally revealing vignt 
les about life in the army. There’s, for 
example, the implicit training in the 
officers to have high regard for women. 
A sampler- "When an officer and his 
wife walk into a gathering of officers, 
say a mess, everyone is expected to rise 
as a mark of courtesy for the woman, 
the officer's rank, notwithstanding." As

| home to the good of herself and the
. ■> >s qui
'. an officer who hi 

mentality of the dvi
1 into a command structure.
I Although, not cxplicity stated in 

Home Front, there's the distinct im- 
prcs'icn that the army secs the rolc of 
the wife too heavily in the light of the 
achievement of its object. Although, 
many wives '•aid they would repeat the 
experience of being married to an offi 
er. the emphatic complaint of one of tl 
wives is mstructivcc: if I am to marry J 
am not going to marry him. I wouldn t 

_ m.- -- i want lo rnarrv a soldier again because
" band) has not been loving st

is how much He it n< t r< mantic to me and he
coups (uhat f... . Bt.-r.cSei ‘ h--'' “c. The hu-band treats you like a
coup-gemonvi have on the -'chelp She even vowed that
espint de corp- : my daughter will never many an army
which they can ! my son will not be an army
body. As Mrs Bahar; ■■ -.fir. er I will make sure of this. She
"The dramatic ch:' aking from pique. Perhaps, 
gender often multiply concentric . Aside matrimonial matters. Home 
ripples of new relationships between i Front, written in a simple but by no 
wives. Ovenright, friend bee meene me ns simplistic narrative •tylc.con- 
mies and enemies friends; d p ly accessible materials on the
which side of the line the hu-Xir.d-. are I structure and organisation of the milit- 
caught." She regrets "this knocking of I ary for the lay man. Presumably in the 
the system because it tends to breed i spirit of the economic times, and in 

' lings and strain relationships that 1 accordance with the principle of sclf- 
rstroy both the army and the sys-1 reliance, the type-setting, printing and 

not possible that that destruc- i publishing of the book were undertaken 
Iready? m Nigeria. The real strength of Home

Front, however, lies in the simple fact 
that all it advocates in marriage within 
the army is equally applicable to the 
entire gamut of the larger society. He­
rein lies the salutary value of the work.
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more than a few occasions, they have 
had to take to the streets to protest this

From all indications, the Nigerian 
railway system is so far off the rail that it 
seems to have become a bad case 
only worth giving up. This, no doubt, is 

l a sad development for the nation’s first 
I public corporaton and trunk from which 
the Nigerian public service system

I grew But what exactly is wrong? What 
is taking the glory away from service in 
the Nigerian railway system? “The 
over-sized workforce with the reduced 
scale of operation of the corporation is 
the primary cause of the prevailing crisis 
over salary payments."

In those words on August 3. Trans- 
I port Minister. Kalu Idika Kalu summed 
I up the NRC’s condition when the work- 

the streets again to protest 
the non-payment of their July salaries.

ig "a situation where 1.256
• e drivers are employed to 
“ '-'comotives. and up to 9.006 

employed to service the
id a depleted number of 
stock." Kalu announced 

.‘sident has approved the 

■■■■■■■I
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• Kalu Retrenchment is to eliminate redun­
dancy
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when the Federal Government came to 
the aid of the corporation and provided 
it a N60 million grant to ensure prompt 
pavment ot salaries The old order, 
however, returned early this year /Xnd 
hardly has there been a month when 
workers salaries are paid on time. On

n \ March 19X6. the situation was 
■ beyond recall for the average Nigc- 
U run railman Salaries had not been 
paid lor two months and the family was 
caught in the pangs of hunger Home | 
lost its comfort as the breadwinner 
could not afford even a loaf.

Having hoped lor so long that the 
tempest would pass, the situation stil* 
seemed hopeless, and the hungry man 
could contain his anger no more In 
what was the Inst and most violent of 
a series ot protests by employees of the 
Nigerian Railway Corporation (NR< I 
in the last three years, properties of the 
corporation, the Nigerian Police Force 
and many others belonging to the public
“’ooratior
■hi many others
.ere destroyed.

In (tetober of the same year, the rail­
men embarked on a six-clay industrial 
action to protest the corporation’s fai­
lure to pay the accumulated salaries and 
other allowances owed the workers 
Train services were disrupted through­
out the country and by the time the 
strike was called off. the NRC had lost 
about N2 million

1 hings became a little better in 1987
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meant anything else when he talked ab­
out the reduced scale of operation ' of 
die Nigerian Railway Corporation 
Thc\ are talking about the deficiencies 
tn the operations of the railwavx m 
Nigeria Or the decay Currently, 
there are less than <) tunctuxnng 
kK.'Tc.nvc .. • •-k \ v..
railwa\ system This is a far erv trvm the 
minimum of ubout US 
needed for daih operations, >ct m 
19S4. about 99 of the engines were good 

on the tracks Due to lack ot spare parts 
and maintenance, this depleted to < tn 
I9&5. > in 1986.m Juh tha scar and 
,K'"’ ‘"'t month Indeed no new

hase been bought since
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both been due lor icncw.il since |%3 
With this bad track, therefore, the 

maximum speed attainable on Nigeria s 
rail n\kl is .ilxxit «' kilometres per hour 
Which is less than a third ot the 155 miles 
per how inter <itx express service ottered 
by the IVutvhc BundcsIxihn.Wcst Ger-

• ' • • a . 1 always assume I
am going to be on the way 
tor eternity.” say* Boniface Akalugwii, 
a regular train user f rom this poor set- 
vice. the NRC has consequently reaped 
a commensurate reward Its estimated 
ess due to under-utilisation of capacity 
and dearth of facilities is put at Nib 
mi hen monthty.

While it realises about N4 million 
monthly. the railways has a wage bill of 
about Nln.5 million In cv<r»A'. thesett* 
generated annual revenue of the Nige­
rian Railway Corporation is hardly 
c ■ -ch m p.iv its workers' salar­
ies alone tor three months Which is 
why. even with a monthly grant of 
NN" 5 million ft> n the Federal Gov­
ernment railnicn h.o< *t ill had to go on 
rampage before they get their monthly 

j pax Our* is wore than living from 
| hand to mouth’ . won r official of 
the corporation W ., >■ many ex
tra hands as we can .: :• v a claim to 
that standard

>ct records sax that betorc the mid- 
60s the NRC had ; n opcr iting annual 

t surplus of about N9 million But be- 
..i’C of new ■ :ucvn ]u's .,nd 1979 it operated at a 
‘t xk under dtficit of N4*i million. And it was in this 

— I r. poles* c< ndition that the Rati Indian 
! Technical md Economic Service 

(RITES) experts were brought in on 
c. .-.tract The period January 5.1978 to 
’ ’.c 1982 when the NRC was managed 

RITES is regarded as the best in the 
corporation's recent history Services 
improved as many more locomotive en­
gines were reactivated .md put into use.

More importantly. however, it has 
been claimed, the Indians were able to 

prove the railway services because 
...ey rot money from the f ederal Gov­
ernment and they were given a free 
hand to run the corporation Records 
have it that while N221 million was 
gr.cn tn the Nigerian managers for eight 
years (197(1-77) before the Indian* 
came, they (the Indian experts) were 
given N55 million in 1979. NW) million 
in 1980 and another NW) million in 1981 
(a total of N215 million in three years).

Though the railway services im- 
"roved. the arithmetic was not the best 

the same. By the time they left in 
June 1982. the Indians had received the 
sum of N431 from the government and 
they generated N214.7 million. Thus.

cedents have 
chment is not ihesolu- 
oblems For. between 
c corporation has laid 

m a record tour times 
one hundred and four 

1 in 1984. about 4*X) fol- 
1 another 1.380 in 

Jnly lour months ago.

Two pro.-, 
wbmg the a________ e.
engines Ore is the purchase of 
cngir.es and ether rc.’.'.g nock u 
the 1»3 miher. 6t’..an debt settlement 
agreement with Romania And the

habilitation p-Cject of about»j Amer- . 
ican-buiit «s.•..set I ..... then. June 
these are not expected to yield immedi- by F 
ate results when they arc vigorously i 
pursued. ’ ' I hi

Of equal magnitude is the problem of ' n 
worn-out tracks, bad gradient ck 
of standard gauge on the . r 
.Almost every kilometre of the 
truck is bad. thereby leading to excru­
ciatingly slow speed and frequent de­
railment. According to NRC *■ records, 
some 1.805 of the entire 3505 
kilometres of the rail track in Nigeria 
are overdue for renewal. Some have 
been due since 1948. The Minna-Baro 
track of 179 kilometres and Kuru- 
Maiduguri (640km) have been due since 
1943. Others arc Ibadan-Otta (154km) 
due since 1962. Otta-Jebba (141km;. 
due since 1961 and Jcba-Minna (258km) I Pro' 
due since 1978. The Zaria-Kano track |al1 11 
of 140 kilometres was due for renewal in 
1982 while the Kano-Nguru (230 km) 
and Ifau Junction-ldogo (63 km) have

As a result of ths dearth of enpnes. 
over 2tX) wagons ar.d viitt are left un­
utilised m the cvrpcratKF.’s premises 
And pan of these are new wagons ar.d 
vans breach: etto the country Febru­
ary and la*: - nth frem Romania Be­
sides the newly imported ere. rearis 70 
per cent cf the w ap-s and v ans m ser­
vice has e exceeded their deupt life span 
. • ~' ears And ir. N RC s stock is a
Eng L-; cf nckety and rested vehides. 
Farnt just as badly are the coaches

*ene as the aN»dc of the 
r. f »-d in them
ts have been laid out for

phased reduction 
through rationalisation ot 
minute redundancies " Abe 
railmen. he disclosed, would leave the 
services of the Nigerian Railway Cor­
poration to keep it afloat

This approach to sob mg the problem. 
of course, has been denounced bv the 
railmen. who. through their Presider.:- 

General. Suraiu Abiodun Odunuga. and 
Secretary-General Paschal Batvau. 
the Transport Minister's excuse as mix­
leading and aimed at fulfilling a World 
Bank, international Monetary Fund 
(IMF) conditionality. More important­
ly. they contend, precedents have 
shown that retrenchment is not the solu­
tion to NRC's proul — *" 
1984 and now the 
off its workers 
Two thousand, i 
were retrenched.... 
lowed in 1986 and
March last year. OnL ....... ...Miimsago, 
some 1.61X1 workers were laid off.

"if anything.'' says Odunuga, "re­
trenchment will not only worsen the 
fundamental beacons of the existence of 
the industry , it would further compli­
cate the already precarious transporta­
tion problems in the country. especially 
since the very experienced and specially 
trained workers are being thrown out ’’ 
Spirited as the arguments are over the 
efficacy or otherwise of retrenchment in 
solving the crisis over payment of 
wages, the real problems of the Nige­
rian Railway Corporation (NRC) "or 
u hat observers call the real problems of 
Nigeria s transportation system is not 
entirely lost on either the government 
or the railmen

Odunuga calls it the ‘‘total neglect of 
the railways’* and Kalu couldn't have

icncw.il
cngir.es
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experts, railway consumes remarkably 
less energy than other mode of transit, 
makes use of all primary sources of 
energy-hydraulic, coal, nuclear-as
against other modes of transportation 
that depend solely on oil and pollutes 
the environment the least. Besides, the 
railways can be as fast as road transport 
when fully developed and cost much 
less. Ironically, when the Nigerian raid­
way system was established in 1896, it 
was for none of these reasons. Indeed 
the country has merely tried over the 
\ cars to squeeze these advantages out of 
a system that was set up for a different 

’ Die colonialists set up the railway 
lines in Nigeria mainly for the purposes 
of transporting raw materials from the 
hinterland to the sea ports and then to 
England. Agricultural produce like 
groundnut, cotton, grains, hides and 
skin or minerals like, columbite and ti n 
for export were freighted by the rail.-

■■■■MMWai
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'•“rated at a deficit of N116.9 mil- I
■ iow much of such monev or en- 1 

'•’cmcnt has the Federal Govern- ' 
given to the NRC administration 
the Indian experts left?”, asks * 

Abiodun Odunuga, president of the 
Nigeria Union ot Railwaymen. And 
k»mc observers say, the government has 
reduced its financial grant to the cor­
poration partly because of the generally 
bad financial condition of the country 
and also because of the experience it 
had with the Indians. “Why should the 
government pump more money when it is I 
known that the corporation can hardly •' 
balance up?", asks a Ministry of Trans­
port official.

But another school of thought dis­
agrees with this stand. "If we would find 
collosal sums ot money for the trade fair 
complex. Iwopin Paper industry which 
are yet to influence the lives of the mas­
ses of this country." wrote C.C. Okoro, 
a lecturer at the University of Lagos in a 
recently published article, "we should 
be able to find money to provide effi­
cient rail .services for the nation".

The Nigeria Union of Railwaymen 
(NUR) says the railway* is a social ser­
vice and cites the example of “advanced 
nations of the world who already have 
modern railways" and "arc beginning 
once again to expand and pour heavy 
capital investments into the rail indus­
try." And experts also contend that rail­
way system should be the kernel of any 
nation’s transportation programme.

If this argument holds however. 
Nigeria has shown little or no apprecia­
tion of it. Ilus is evident in the nation’s 
history and development plans.

Though Nigeria has established giant 
industries that need rail services and 21 
states with capital towns, no further ex­
tension of the rail lines has taken place 
since the Gombe-Maiduguri extension 
was done in 1969.

Besides, in.ideouate allocations were 
made for the development of railways in 
all four National Development Plans 
the nation has had. In the 1962-68 plan, 
the capital investment in the transporta­
tion sector shows that out of N309.

highway was allocated 
NI79.27O.IIOO or 58 per cent while rail­
way was allocated N30.9 million or 10 
per cent. Water and air transport sub­
sectors were allocated 25 per cent and 
seven per cent respectively. In the 1970- 
74 plan, highway was allocated the lion 
share ol 67 per cent as against the rail­
ways’ 9.3 per cent Seventy and-a-half 
per cent was allocated to the highways 
while railways got 9 4 per cent in the 
third plan. And the same trend was up-

one-tenth of men and property r 
—jja.by the railways. It does not perfor 
' social service like the railway."

-----4.
abandoned social sw-

ways from the north to the southern sea 
ports. And this is the reason why the rail 
routes till today have only a north-south 
arrangement: Port Harcourt-Enugu-Jos 
and further on the cast-north route and 
Lagos-Ilorin-Kano on the west-north 
route.

Initially, the Nigerian Railway Cor­
poration was run by the colonialists as 
an arm of the civil service but the Feder­
al Government by an Act of Parliament 
made it a statutory corporation with an 
autonomy to determine wages and 
other conditions of service in October 
1955The Gowon regime, however, re­
versed this status in 1969 and put the 
NRC under the Ministry of Transport as 
it is today.

This status, railwaymen are ever 
ready to say. is responsible for the 
stagnation in the organisation.Civil ser­
vice red-tapism, they claim, has been 
pulling the hand of its clock backwards 
so much so that the rail line has not been 
expanded beyond the 3505 kilometres it 
reached in 1964. And for a very long 
time one of their most consistent de­
mands has been the establishment of an 
autonomous Ministry for Railway 
Affairs. "Instead of creating this struc­
ture," complains the union, “the Feder­
al Government created a minis­
try of aviation out of the ministry of 
transport. Yet aviation does not move 
one-tenth of men and property moved

. r-.-Jrmany
---- al service like the railway."

In this regard, the railmen have a sup­
porter in Paul C. Tarfa, retired Major 
General and managing director of the 
corporation. "So many interests domin­
ate the overall interest of NRC", says 
Tarfa. And he adds: "If the corporation 
is given the opportunity to exist on its 
own, it would be able to take decisions 
and implement them faster and better."

Zakari Ahmed, a traffic and com­
munication inspector at the Maiduguri 
Railway Station, also contends that to 
make the rail service improve, "there 
should be a body like the Nigeria Air­
port Authority (as there is i" 
that would own the tracks, the bridges 
and the stations, maintain them and col­
lect rates from users." The NRC, he 
says, should own the locomotives 
wagons and vans.

Plausible as these suggestions seem, 
however, it is believed that things do not 
have to come to that before the services 

revenue generating capacity of the 
NKL improve. Even now. it is said, 
NRC has vast potentials which could 
be harnessed to better its lot. The cor­
poration has the reputation of owning

held in the 1980-85 plan with the hive­
way getting 60 per cent as against 25 pier 
cent for railways.

Although the last plan shows an in­
crease in the allocation to railways, this, 
observers say. is still too meagre for t he 
kind of system Nigeria needs. And t hey 
cite the example of India where in the 
allocation to the transport sector, rail­
ways lead by a very wide margin against 
other transport sub-sectors.

By investing so little on the railway 
system, Nigeria is believed to be missing 
the advantages of the most economic me­
ans of transportation. For accordin g to
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Guardian's .Isshtant Editor. Si/nnv R.-ui.hrc • - 
fems of the Railway and his t xpecfation: Excerp •

I HAD thought 1 
I assigned here bi  
by previous admimstr; 
cords to show that there  „,aMV llw_ 
by my predecessors to previous administrations These

NRC was supplying 
maintaining equipment 
tries and organisatior 
mand Workshop in 
trie Power Authori 
Portland Cement (

In tacklir.,- the problem-, a number of steps have lobe 
• • - - ■ t tion. Itixnol g< ungtobean
indiscriminate retrenchment but a trimming down of the 
work-force to a number commensurate with the Corpora­
tion's level of operations without impinging on efficiency.

On boosting rt venue-earning capacity:
’ .ing measures are currently actively pursued by 

al Government Financial arrangements in re- 
. ■ n loci m< • from Bom-
'anada arc ■ b-. concluded before the end of the 
very of these locomotives thereafter may be 

within the next 12 to lb months

If the depietxxt in the cumber of 
clients for these scrv■* ^.edcn.rg. 
the feet that even t. SRC /x'l hardly 
oatromses its div.< rs much mere so 
According to corporation officials, the 
management docs contract out even 
these j.*S it* d.vTKor.' can handle in no 
time and with little resource* The re­
sult has always been hyper- rfat; '.n r.f 
such contracts tnd the NRC s ften ........ .. 
fleeced ct a let of mccev. ar. ctt.-ci. i ■ public corp'1 
says i best potent u

assist;

1 was coming to an organised place when 
'ut discovered it has been badly neglected 

'rations. For instance, there arc re- 
.•re were suggestion s made in the p.v t 

previous admi;tistratior.> n.c-< 
were never implemented.

The consequence is that the place is highly infested 
with problems, ot lack ot tools Ifor skilled workers 
irregualar salaries, of inability to honour obligations and to 
some extent the problems of bureaucrat y My biggest dis­
appointment. therefore, is that 1 have not had the oppor­
tunity to do things 1 ought to do.

On Autonomy of the Railway Corporation:
I strongly agree with the demands of the Nigerian Union of 
Railway Workers when they say that die corporation de­

eater autonomy. So many interests dominate the 
teres! of the Corporation at the Ministry. It is the
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have become a g< 
the top staff and 
There is currently tl 
directors of the 
sources sax, sold some 
mg to the company under the pret 
that they wctc absolutely unservi 
able He prepared the papctstos 
this and sold the vehicles at paltt 
io none other than himself

The ticketing system too is fraught 
with irregularities and officials at the 
station an? said to tv feeding fat on this, 
jvvkctungak'to: ir- rev that should have 

[ eincmto NRCs coders "The Nigerian 
I Security Printingand Minting Company 

is carrying out a comprehensive review 
ef our existing ticketing system with a 
view to evolving a new one that will 
reduce fraud to the minimum", says 
Tarfa

Even with all its shortcomings, ex­
perts say the Nigerian Railway Cor­
poration would record the highest bid if 
it ucrc to be sold "The NRC among all 

orations in Nigeria, has the 
, . , ial for'pinning profit*,"saw 
I _n assistant director in the company In 

fact it is believed that the «-rporation 
| will do extremely well if the government

the best machine took equipment in 
Nigeria And its foundary and fabrica­
tion workshop in Lagos, brick factory in 
Enugu and bridge yard m Kaduna, it is 
often claimed, "can turn the wheels of 
many industries rolling and fill many 
homes with needed domestic products 
at affordable prices ”

Indeed, as recently as the late 70s. theSpare parts f0|. 
it to many indus- 

>ns like the Com- 
i the National Elec- 
rity. West AFrican 
Company and the 

Nigerian Coal Corporation.
Due to mis-managemnt and lack of 

fund* and materials, the corporation 
ha* also failed to harness the potentials 
ot its divisions like the Railway Adver­
tising. Plant Yard and Printing Divi­
sions These. observers say. are capable 
of rendering sen ices that can net in mil­
lions of naira. “In fact" says an accoun­
tant in the Finance Department of the 
corporation, "al! these sections used to 
function fully and raise a lot of nonev 
but these day s.theclientelehas reduced It ! 
would take a very aggressive motivation | 
to get the capacities fully utilised.'*

rr.Um of bureaucracy So. if the Corporation is gi 
opportunity to exist on its own. it would be able 
dec-.ur-r.* and implement them faster and better

The basic problem of the Railway:
Although abundant traffic offering is available yet the cor* 
porat;on ?s ir.<ur;.hlc of making the necessary impact be- 

..ir. i:vc* This deficiency has adversely 
cted the revenue earning capability of the NRC to the 

catt-r.t .’ .-t the .-.v.~.c it generates is only about 20-30 per
. : • . - ture

On tackling the problem:
f - » ;■ • ■ . * .ic pti ,..- .mmc ter the Railways it is

J.*h-lh7 tivc H sever, over 
th.- > :.• .r.-na wc have run down to as

problem Wc need 
.?. .. ; .-•! I<-l<K«tm<>nvcs workingdai-

■. * ' _n r t .n ■.• performance I ortunatc-
in,, . r> killcdwork-

■ ' - - 'unci-, to work
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mas* 
trau

By Debo Ades Ina with Sunny Biaghere and 
Abdul Oroh

rated transport 
mi system now. 
I.inless with the

lybody else."
icial. "If the 

mised even now that it
rst. it will make 
its services."

management and in­
is eminent have realised the 
the railway system is debat- ... i. ajc (hough

• cvstem on 
prob-

to

are yet to materialise while other 
arrangements like the N40 million deal 
for producing spare parts between NRC 
and Daewoo of South Korea have been 
grounded. But Tarfa, is optimistic and 
says that the corporation would survive 
its problems.

Observers, however, say that the 
question is not so much of survival as it 
is that of getting a good railway system 
for Nigeria. The cost of putting the 
Nigerian railways to good operational 
capacity is estimated at between .MX) 

I million and 400 million dollars (Ml.5 
I. billion and N2 billion). This certainly 

appears a huge price (which Nigeria can 
hardly afford) to pay for placing the rail 
system at par with time.

When considered, however, that 
Nigerians suffer excruciating pains from 
transportation problems experts sav no

another waVt'e. the proper nucleus of the 
mass transit programme would also 
have been identified and invested on

Refurbishment of 65 GEC Main Line and Brush 
Shunting locomotives is under serious discussion and it is 
expected that this will be concluded before the end of the 
year. Six months after agreement has been signed about 50 
of these will be ready for use.

Contracts have also been awarded for the supply of 
spare parts for the refurbishment of 30 North American 
loeommotives under the World Bank Transport Parastatals 
Project and these spare parts are scheduled to be received 
within the next fo months when these locomotives

Dcloctod passengers: Any hopes from NRC? 

come in next month from Kennedy 
Henderson, a British firm of railways 
and mass transit consultants The firm 
had been commissioned to study all 
aspects of NRC’s problems including 
equipment shortages, engineering and 
investment requirements, and all eco­
nomic and financial matters

Acting on a World 1 
that the Railway Corpor 
lapse by 1989 if no dn . , 
ments in its structures and facilities are 
recorded. Nigeria struck a deal last De­
cember with Bombardia. a Canadian 
company for the supply ot recon­
ditioned locomotive engines. All these

ceuld evolve an inlcgn 
policy The tr.insporlatio 
they sav. is obviously pla 
loads that are best conveyed by rail 
being earned by road traffic.

Corporation officials say fertilisers 
that were carried by rail at about N17.00 
nor ton to Kaduna from Lagos in 1985, 
for example, were carried by road at 
about N70.(K) per ton Billets and other 
heavy steel products were also given to 
road haulage at expensive rates and at 
the risk of road users. This trend, it is 
said, still continues ‘‘And the govern­
ment loses a lot of money to private 
pockets when it could have lost much 
less to its own corporation which even 
needs it more than anybody else." says 
another Railway official. "If the cor­
poration is patroi 
seems to be at its wors 
profit and improve on i

Whether NRC’s mar** 
deed, the got 
prospects of t 
able but efforts are being mad_... 
with little success, to keep the systi 
track. A preliminary report on the 
lems of the corporation is expected

will start rolling on to the track.
Multi-purpose wagons for conveyance of billets and 

other specialised goods as well as brakevans have been 
received from Romania under the debt servicing agree­
ment and with .he availability of locomotives under the 
other stated measures, there will be a tremendous boost tn 
NRC’s revenue.

Financial arrangements are also being finalized for the 
purchase of over 500 coaches and specialized wagons under 
the same contract for the purchase ot 50 new locomo­
tives. ft is expected that these arrangements will also be 
finalized before she end of this year. Perhaps. 1 should also 
add that with the addition of more locomotives to the 
existing fleet, th ose staff who are being retrenched, under 
redundancy. would surely be recalled.

On place of railway in the Mass Transit Programme: 
More emphasis ought to have been given to the railway 
than it has been so far. It is the railway that is for the 

asses because it is cheaper and more economical than 
welling by air or by road

Extension o F Rail Services:
You will recall that the Minister of Transport once said that 
if it were possibl e. it is the intention of the Federal Govern­
ment to link all t he state capitals and key ports w ith railway 
line. But for now. we cannot effectively talk of doing it until 
we have the means to do that.

On Fraud:
In order to curb incidence of fraud in our ticketing system 
the Nigerian Security Printing and Minting Company k 
carrying out a co mprehensive review of our existing system 
with a view to ev< living a new one which will reduce fraud t™ 
the barest minimum °
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trip io snail 
guaranteed a hi 
'lours unadulterat 
e to live with. For 

ler the opportunity 
tof resilience, of 
ill these ser

Du*k had set in and some of the passengers uho would 
have preferred to read were forced to sleep because there 
were no electric bulbs m the cabins. The pitch darkness 
■ifht base been tolerable to this reporter except for the 
steoeb otjaeces. the regular fartinc (and Darticularlv noisv 
ores tool bv his compartment colleagues and the loud

‘ ... ’.t who had earlier forced his way
L*.rst O®*®’compartment Without paying a kobo.. 

To take hrs ermd off the discomfort, "the traveller” kept’ 
stanng rto the dark right Even this pleasure was soon 
dcricd “• " as the swelling cloud crystallized into the fcro- 

crr.ial do vnpour which forced him to shut the 
v r dews of the compartment. to prevent ram from flooding 
the cab— Soon, mulcts of sweat began to cascade down 
hrs forehead m the stuffy atmosphere.Unable to copc. the passenger wound down the win- 
dews slightly. but the other travellers, obviously used to the

Journey in snail land
Travelling by Nigerian railway taxes ones patience beyond limit

long would it take a snail to crawl from Iddo 
Fl (Lagos) to Kafanchan m Kaduna State, a distance of 
1,082 kilometers? This is a tough, mathemat’cal puzzle for 
an ordinary mortal. But at a snap of fingers, egg-heads at 
the Nigerian Railway Corporation (NRC) would easily 
provide an answer

But do not be in a hurry to gel one. For in snail land 
nobody is in a hurry At snail speed and with a little h*ck 
the distance can be grossed in three days »r more, but 
certainly not less In snail land where boredom is no! im­
portant. where time, precious time, is not reckoned with, 
where citizens still look up to good old Lord L’ igard and his 
fellow colonial adventurers for direction, this could be a 
record. But then nobody, it would seem, is willing to breas 
any record in snail land, not even in the ye.it et the 2®th 
Olympiad

’ Now back to Nigeria. In an NRC train, a traveller is 
sure to take a trip to snail land for a change. The sojourner 
is not only guaranteed a life which passes in vivid green and 
glowing colours unadulterated, he is sure to witness a rare 
experience to live with. For a tnp tn an NRC train affords a 
traveller the opportunity to glide through an endurance 
test, a test of resilience, of will power capped wi th a tnp ■ *’' 
history; all these served in a serene atmosphr re fouled by 
human wastes and decaying goods but seethed bv the 
rhythmic chuffs of the diesel engine, the clickcty-ciack ■ ! 
rail wheels, the clasping and jerking of a chain of * az- -

.Although travelling by rail may have retained its ro­
mance, drama and sheer pleasure tn other lands. mV;: 
it is a study in backwardness. Forget the rare view of 
alluring landscape, the unpolluted air sweep.ng ir.tc 
cabin, the encouraging beauty of sproutin.: vegetal 
stunted by many years of drought and the ram - wept pla 
Forget the singing birds, the chirping crickets, t lie b’..v.n 
flowers and bnght stars (or satellites’) be. kcr .r.z 
traveller to dare The Nigenan railwav. for all it isw.-rt. 
still gliding through the clogged landscapes of htstorv. ex­
pecting a Lugard to flush its toilets, to provide dnnk-.r; 
water, clean the cabins, and nd them of beggars, fl.es and 
rotten vegetables and fruits.

The particular journey was billed to begin by 4.36 p m 
Tuesday, September 6. The traveller had been v arr.ed by a 
polite porter to be prepared to fend for himsel.. He. there­
fore. had to stack his bag with loaves of bread, cans of 
sardine, spring water bottles, toiletries ami a bottle of 
disinfectant. But the train, true to expectation never took 
off on schedule: not until 6.10p.m. when it grudgingly 
creaked into life, snailing along on a promising note

Twenty five minutes after it left the Iddo Terminus. the 
tram was hooting ns horn through Oshodi. Davc-dcvils 
who had perched on every available space, were jumping 
off while other* going to Agege were filling up the vacated 
spaces The tram continued its crawl. bl;•.sting its air 
horn away. Virtually at every stop, women with babies tied 
to their backs and children.' pestered the passengers with 
wares from amala wrapped in papers to boiled eggs, bread, 
canned coke and what may pass for cold water. Before the 
.am crawled to the Abeokuta station four hours and M 

kilometres later, it had stopped on the way tieven times.

-..ocat:r n rr thetra nt pre tested loudly. Fortu- 
' the ra..n stopped and the windows were once 
~ . f wsd f.J cck»I breeze wafting in to carry away

: rr just managed to
• lardy 30 minutet ' ■■■ • jerked awake 

by ?. the door L. it a thief' Who is the bastard that 
w .1 I .■ p rengcr to relax7 be cured. Well, it us the 
t.’vkci r.ir. ..uompar.ied by a police constable.

Ttckt :■ p inched ; mid protest' by the passenger 
for th . ...... . The pasMngcr woke up
with a‘t .rt Where arc we7 Kaduna or Kaf (as Kafanchan is 
called by n/' N The women and children arc here 
again Mm moi rc-o. Hrcad pbo no re o they announced 
in Yoruba The pa'scorer peeped through the 
window Ibis, unmistakably is Ibadan Still at Ibadan? It 
had taken nine hours to arrive Ibadan from luigos, just 
some 100 kilometres by road. Well relax, the passenger was 

advised.The journey had just begun 'Two hours at the Ibadan 
station. — long enough for a cab driver to cruise to Lagos 
and back, the train hooted its horn again, to continue the 
crawl A cleaner came in to sweep the cabin He is told to
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Are you resident in Lagos or its environ? If 
yes your favourite Guardian Group of News­
papers and Magazine can be delivered 
promptly to you at your doorstep at no extra 
cost.
Consider our check-list:-

Its 
station

One

N313.OO
M52.00
N52.OO
H26.00
H156.00

(a)
(b)

(c)
(d)
(c)

Six 
mocth*
Nt 58.00
N26.00
N26.00
M13.00
N78.00
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Months
N78.00

lay MI3.00
eUyW13.00

M6.50
W39 00

Tltk
The Guardian (Daily) 
The Guardian On Sunday 
Guardian Financial Week 
Lagos Life
The African Guardian

. The acuvinvj- 
second onlv

Its coniro*

Interested subscribers should please supply 
the following information to our Asst. Cir­
culation Manager, Lagos Zone, Printing 
Materials Supplies Limited (A Division of 
Guardian Press Ltd.), Rutam House P.M.B 
1217, Oshodi, Lagos:- (Tel: 524080 524111).

Name of Subscriber
Full descriptive address 
newspapers/magazine delivery. 
Amount enclosed
Publications subscribed to 
Commencement date.

bnna some water to Hush the toilet. You 
no dry this country? Who go brine the 
money to buy the bucket? You go bring 
the money to buy the bucket? You no 
know say IMF and World Hank don 
advise government make dem no care 
about the railway? The passenger pro­
tested. "After paying N63 tor a first 
class ticket, am I not entitled to at least 
some water to flush the toilet?" The 
rude cleaner, a mischievous scowl on his 
face closed the cabin furiously and snap­
ped.' Go and tell government. If toilet 
dey smell no be me go buy you bucket

:al. (a disinfectant). At least na me 
tis broom with my money. May be 

wait till the next station, you 
.ket and water there to flush

dey srncl 
and I sal. 
buy this___
you should w; 
can buy buck 
your toilet.

Resigned to fate, the passenger 
opened a bottle of spring water to wash 
his mouth and face At least he could 
still endure till the next station before 
visiting the toilet. The snoring sergeant, 
now awake had little room for patience. 
He entered the toilet, emptied his bowel 
with a loud flourish without caring for a 
flush. The entire cabin was engulfed in a 
foul odour. The windows were opened, 
including the door which had been shut 
to keep away pestering beggars and 
flies. The tram, cruising at an average of 
10 kilometres an hour arrived the hilly 
Origo outpost at 10.55 a.m. and 
screeched to a halt Try as he would, the 
locomotive could not get the "old lady" 
to scale the hill. The engine failed.

After a 30-minute repair, the locomo­
tive coughed back to hie Shortly, a ste­
ward announced breakfast of rice and 
eba. A passenger who asked for tea or 
coffee was told there was no sugar for 
such niceties. "You will have to wait till 
we get to Oshogbo". he was told. 
"Forget it’.' he replied in anger, "at least 
why should I pay N2 for just a cup of 
tea’’" No be my fault Oga. the elderly 
steward pleaded With the toning of the 
engines by the rail engineers, it picked 
up a little speed to about 15 kilometres 
an hour.

At Oshogbo. a former staff of the 
Nigerian Cocoa Board, disembarked 
with his few belongings and final bye- 
bye to Lagos. I lc had lost his job following the scrapping of 
the marketing boards Would he come back to Lagos? he 
was asked "No way. I will farm first, may be I will try 
Abuja but certainly not Lagos again."

As the tram trudged on. a man who claimed to be an 
ex-soldier, tried to sell his wrist-watch.The policcmanwas 
alerted lhe man complained of hunger, saying he had 
gone to Lagos to inquire about his retirement benefit but no 
word yet from the Ministry of Defence

He had hopped into the train without a ticket. The 
police constable asked for his identity card, he had none. 
The constable, drilled him to test his skill at parades. The

constable let him off after satisfying himself that he man 
had been a soldier.

The journey continued. Offa: 2p.m., llorin: SJOp-fl*' 
Jebba: 6.09; Mokwa: 8.34p m.. all in Kwara state. AlonS 
the way. women and children even at such late hours* 
defied the ram to hawk wares. The train arrived Kaduna a 
11.15a.m. It departed Kaduna at 12.30 p.m.to arnv 
Kafanchan at 6.15p.m.

The Kafanchan station is a beehive of activities 
station. The African Guardian learnt, is 
the Ebute-Metta Station in Lage 
system is computerised. The
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S ■ WheaytNl
: be in a hurry. don’t earn 

<' rh and water Forgetabout 
_.:cr . ,l1 a . < ret a feu candles or a

i.."'.. Lord Lugard comes back.
By Abdul Orofi in Kafancfian

mor.ev 
would w a: 
transport 
to wait t.

Kaf to railmen) 
iv town A first 

»n. either by road 
the cosmopolitan 

mav pass as 
working

frustrated eeipor.il to'.' But now
weare...! w .-..v,- monev local we Jon t have

, ■_.• . .:,’J when we get to Maiduguri, we
v-. vnows when t\ tote we can collect our

IK "• I.' 
two dais hetoie a Maiduguri train 

. Kj . . ' • ’■laiion The train, which wav 
sd ‘̂n ' • ’ i n did not leave until" p.m• .

M y morning
.’ s. X . • . .. . . i ' xelei at the

*avs a •.. . n can onlv have the tv pc of 
■n :.-.x:vo. stressing that ’ its either you

complete with staff quarters, .-n administrative staff col­
let. an cnc -g workshop a clime and a railway re- 
crcation club. Before the downturn in rail travels, caused' 1
ers handled about 15 express trams daily with a weekiv 
passenger average of 9.000 That has shrunk to 1.800. The 
station now receives onlv six trains weekly

R„ wav Divisional .Manager in Katanchan. Mr God- 
wm Onvcahialam told The African Guardian that his sta­
tion. like others, is beset with shortage of spare parts 
coaches, and archaic engines ‘As long as we still operate 
with old fadlites. we cannot make a headwav." he saw. 
bleakly adding that ’if we are provided with •■pare parts, we 
have enough trained manpower and a well equipped work­
shop io cam out maintenance."

The station itself says a lot not only about the prob- 
. railway. hut tlx

passengers Several policemen, including the scr;. -t 
•'ho were returning from Lagos on special duty.’ slept at 
the station for three days to catch a tram to Matdugun U c 
were not given a kobo either in Lagos, or Maidugun " a

employed by the ra* or to the I 
railway through anoCary mdmtnet

Says Ahmed Former rail worker; | 
from all parts of the cex.ntrv who have j 
retired, have decided tn make Kafir I 
chan their home Their duidren were | 
bom here, their grandchildren were , 
bom here and most of the-? are* rk.-r < 
with the railway or would eventually 
work with the railway

The railway, according to Ahmed 
has been responsible for the town's v- ’ 
cial and economic de»ck»pr t ?t urd . ' ' 
course its political vibrancv

"Moreso. it attracts workers from % '
It is e«eotaily a I haaoneof the biggc ' > l

working class tour. Ah-rcd • "r "■''"r I• Adminrfr.i.
■ • • fl .way has been part of owhves. i School and good crmncctio 

it is our orb. industry apart from the from Abuja Kadui ' 
local government, the NEPA stun ■: p' 7' - 1 ,|‘’’Hl

I . r) pr(..
. . i

saw Yohannah Ahmed a staff of the tern..i general b’pital.iml employment 
t r. practically

Agreed Adisa Moses Ishola. a clerk ' ddfn u!t to divert the railway from the 
with the railway: This is our town M it
father hails from Oyo State, he worked I i then life

wav and he n now retired. He 
sc here, so we live here. This

■

iuuy. I have been to Iba- 
nd it wai because I w as

• 'luav. This 
■n that iv all?’

' t
l of the NRC Nonh- 

. j.irTcr. from Kafanchan 
il l-, rob the town of its much 
r| pm nt Says a railway

I ir.>r • religious and poll- 
' : this rnovr Kaf is more 

• i ’fationhere
lops in the 
alive Staff 

ion of roads 
•. and other

‘Railway is Kaffanchan’
A strong bond ot affection exists between r*v ?owr and c^e'-ers I
1< AFANCHAN (or I 
■%is a typical railway 
time visitor to the towi 
or rail, is struck by tU „ 
nature of the town which ,_____
v’nc of the nation's earliest working 
class settlement like other railway 
towns in Nigeria — Makurdi and Min­
na. tor example, life revolves around 
the railway ‘If you observe ven well 
vou’d find that the majority of the peo- 
p!c here belong to the railway famih 
- Maidamma Ahmed the North 
Central Divisional Public Relations 
Ofhcer o! the Nigerian Railwav Cor­
poration (NRC I

Ahmed says the "railway is Kafan- 
chan and Kafanchan is the railwav." 
adding "if you remove the railway from 
the town, you would have removed the 
soul from the town.”

Katanchan whose indigenes migrated 
from Jema' a village, a few kilometres 
away, is situated in the Middle Belt, 
south of Zana Its population is pre­
dominantly chnstian with a large chunk 
of "non-believers" and moslems The 
town. The African Guardian learnt, was 
founded around 193b after the North- 
South rail line was linked at Gali, a sub­
station near Kafanchan in 1927 .

A visitor from the southern part of the 
country would feel at home in Kafan­
chan. And it’s no surprise that streets 
like Warn Street and Ogbor 
Street are found in the town. Y- 
and Igboare widely spoken but vir 
everybody speaks Hausa and pidgin En-

eeipor.il
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Olympic tit-bits

Dazzler 
in Seoul

F

 .jrence Dele 
i, she is one 

' an elect] 
and a s* 

marriec

i that day the 
ion den

' has
jnted u n.

bee;
tool

Williams 
most Saj 
on my 
won the  
the win he treasured most. 
He believes the ultimate 
Olympic victory is that in the

• Lowis For papa s sake

• The American. Carl 
Lewis loves the 1(M) metres 

:nts because 
late father, 

, loved the 
‘I saw the iov

100m."
.   Carl who seldom 

best in all his events because out his father 
it is the one his late father, running 
Williams Lewis, loved the members 

.aysCarl "I saw the joy funeral 
■ father's face after I (Williar 
>e 100m. I knew it was

Now what would he do?
J i talks ab- Keep the original or take the 

ier without tears replacement? Mcdonald 
down his cheeks, re- " ‘u **"“ J 1 

the elder Lewis’ 
 ceremony. "He. 

(Williams Lewis) was lys"~ 
there in the coffin with »» 
right hand 
placed my 100m gold medal 
(from LA. ’84) in nispalm. ?
\Vas as if he had been waiting 
for that all the while."

• Ian Mcdonald Smith of 
Great Britain won a Yachting 
gold medal at the 1963 
games, but lost the sam< 
within months. A replace 
ment was offered, just as 
old medal which had been 
damaged, was discovered.

i.mIo speeds- 
to shock and 
ly about mar- 

and form is 
than one a 

ion in Seoul, 
ing at the cur- 

lympics of 
Florence 

shortened 
icduled for

Keep the origir 
replacement? ---------
Smith kept the damaged ori­
ginal — there never seems to past 
be a replacement for that first the r 

lying time joy.
h his • Valerie Brisco-Hooks 

open. I went and who won three gok 
from the tracks of

i. It Angeles Coliseum in 19&4 at 
the 200 and 400 metres indi­
vidual races and 1600 mejres 
relay, had no doubt what jhe 
would do with her medals — 

 she dedicated all to brother 
CQme Bobby, who had been shot 
>.ace- dead on a track while training 
is the with her.

• Mohammed Ali, then 
Cassius Clay, liked to wear

model/ 
ner whose 
■:on much 

and who 
ho boys at 
os is being 
mfirm her 

of 10.49 
100 metres 

.npic trials 
speed has 

cd, some 
was wind- 

propared 
aher speeds 

vi iu.ou, iu.' <nd 10.70 at 
the Indiana;, ns trials but 
not the 10.49 : ccs.

Says Canada's Ben John­
son, men's 100 metres 
world record holder: "The 
10.61 I can believe. There's 
no way she can run 10.49."

isco-Hooks, 
»old medals „ -------------- y
A the Los records as a middle-distance 
in 1984 at runner in the 50s, Ron Clarke 

of Australia never made the 
Olympic gold. On a visit to 
Prague in 1966, he was met at 
the airport by Emil Zatopek. 
Czechoslovakia’s sports 
hero, with several gold to his 
credit. Zatopek had a small 
wrapped gift for Clarke! It 
turned out to be one of 

’katopek’s gold.

the gold medal he won at the 
1960 Olympics wherever he 
went. He stopped when that 
identity could not get him 
•'"“t the colour line. He threw 
n.v medal into the river after 
a restaurant refused to serve 
him because he is Black.

• Though he broke many

WIHE 28-year-old Amer- 
JL ican fomalo speeds­

ter who loves t 
talks poetically 
tying function 
in more ways 
central attracts 
The first outii 
rent Olyi..r 
Califomia-born 
Gnffith-Joynei, 
to Flo-Jo, is sch< 
September 24 

fashic 
beauty 
commei 
used to I 
high schc... 
challenged 
legendary 
seconds in 
at the US 
last July. T 
been con: 
claiming th 
aided. Criti<. <nop 
to accept he jihei 
of 10.60, 10.' 

ianapoJi 
10.49 lc

tors 
those 
glued 
satellite 
events 
posed 
taneous  
font terrible of sp 

ood looks, sw 
>ot and usually 
ve wears.
Bom Florence Delorez 

Griffith, she is one of 11 
children of an electronics 
technician and a seams- 

1 nega, the Swiss tress. She married last 
lufacturers of the wind- year in Las Vegas to 
Ling equipment, after Alfrederick Alphonco Joyn- 
'ajed tests, confirmed er, 28, a 1984 Olympic tri- 

lagara, pie jump medalist. Her 
ehnieal husband missed a’place in

- lympics

Britain's top 
ford Christie 
4th at a world cham­
pionship, concurs: "I 
know how hard it is for me 
to run 10.49. Believe me, ... .
there is no way she can run director Francoi 
a 10.49 legit (legitimate- Drening that th(

• Gntfith-Joyner: Tnp'g thiller in confirmation test

sprinter, Lin- ly)-" Ome" 
>, who placed manufactu*« 
“’orld cham- readir^

repeated tests, confirmed er, 28, a 1984 Olympic 
last Tuesday in Nagara, pie jump medalist. 1 
Japan, through technical husband missed a’pl 
director Francois Jean the current US Oly 

ie equip- team.

Society
^PEOPLE 

ment installed for the trials 
was perfectly okay.

Flo-Jo has always been a 
sports achiever. At high 
school, she set records in 
sprint events as well as 
long jump. She won silver 
medals at the Los Angeles 
Olympics and at the 1987 
World Championships in 
Rome at which she stu­
diously avoided the loo. 
Spectators at the cham­
pionships saw her contri­
bute the fastest split (9.97) 
to the US. 4x100 meters 
winning relay team.

The millions of specta- 
in Seoul as well as 

whose eyes are 
to TV sets relaying 

coverage of the 
are likely to be ex- 

to three simul- 
thrills from the en- 

sports — her 
swiftness of 
ily provoca-



 Society

Sunmi’s
decade

• Ajebo No more promises

• Smsn-Cos rs * i- cotxr
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Potroloi 
ininter. F 
ho ho 
r for

says.
Chief Adebo is 7S.

nnng WCI 
coni 
I: is - 

ting Our standin 
a 

>ublica- r ,
.a ideal mi says. "I'm 

‘z ™3 every or 
be based on a lot of 

knowledge of its phy...

Goethe Institute. Lagos.
H;s gentle nature, social 

concern and love of beau­
ty. etpec.ally the beauty of 
nature, shine through his 

irks BeUtude <1976, is 
nsidered one of his best, 
is a shot of a sec 
...^r.g still on a t 

as the tide ebbs away.
Of his photographs Sun- 

"”m attacl J 
them. I

ifamous."
preference for 

white pictures.
.s a ready re-

3 world is
. vwlour. why re-

Q«UNMI SMART-COLE 
■9 the ace art photograh 
er whose preferre 
medium is black an 
white might regard it as 
betrayal to be caught in th 
colour portrait below.

* ‘ ~ ’ 44 who
 . dv Lagos

Life, a member of the Guar 
dian stable began a 10- 

trospeetive cf his

chaired the launching 
ceremony. Adebc says he 
might do so depending on 
his health. “I have reached 
in the Gulf conflict zone, 

consistently chai 
anti-apartheid com­

mittee.
His aim in wnti 

International Years.
------ L—£ pub 
is towards the i

Nigeria's loyalty to the 
may be based on 

iequate li ’ 2,. 
ijectives. achievem* 

and limitations. < 
«id whether he would

r. "We another book of memoirs 
since his return to the 
country, as suggested by 
ex-head of state. General 
Olusegun Obasanjo, who ------

of an age when one should no peat

PEOPLE ■

longer make premises." he AGIP’s okay
•F you feel that Any Gov- 
Arninirnt In Power is an 
unfair rendering of AGIP. 
the petroleum marketers, 
be lest assured that it isn t 
No less than the firms 
Managing Director. Mr.

When health achievement at the UN
which stems from the firm 

«1I*S commitment cf successive
WKE launching last Ni9erian governments to colour portrait   
A Tuesday of Chief SL the world body and its pur- Smart-Cale. 4

coon Adobo's Our Interna- P°ses-To buttress he cites edits the weekl 
ticnal Year at the Nigerian NiS®na ’• regular payment 
Institute of International oi dues achv® mvclve- 
Affairs. Lagos was a fulfil- ment tn P®««-keepiEg op- year retr .
ment of a promise he made erat|cn like the current cue works on Saturday at the 
five years ago at the laun- ? 
ching of an earlier work, i 
Our Unforgettable Years. » 
On that occasion, the quin- - 
tessential civil servant as 
Adebo has been referred 
to. had pledged to publish 
a follow-up on his stint at 
the United Nations (UN) as 
Nigeria's permanent repre­
sentative. "if health per­
mits."

Our Unforgettable 
rears contains his 
memoirs as a pioneer civil 
servant in the transition 
period from colonial admi­
nistration. Adebo was "our 
man at the UN" between 
1962 and 1967, a period 
which includes the first 
turbulent year of the Nige­
rian civil war. He recalls  
that when he got to New and consis’ten’t 
York I was a chicken; not the c 
only that, an untutored 
chicken." It was left to 

iodu to

r. He r**^' 
» got to 

js a chicken; 
only that, an untutor 
chicken." It was 1< 
aides like Philip Asic  t 
show him the rope which Spectrum Book 
later saw him rise in sta- tion, i: 
ture as an international thatNi 
civil servant. UN

Adebo tries to show in ade 
the book that the current objt 
Nigerian posture of non- 
alignment at the UN did 
not start just recently, 
were the most ardent 
spokesmen for the cause in 
our own time," he says. He 
states that Nigeria has a 
commendable record

launching last 
of Chief BL 

> Our Intema- 
• the Nigeric 
Intematior

Giogio Per «i. has con­
firmed the c -.nets of the 
label. In Italy. Agip s home 
country, know n for its unst­
able polUicai climate, the 
rapid turnover of govern­
ments has a toll on most 
companies. Aqip has stood 
through successive politic­
al changes because of its 
relatively efficient orga­
nisation. says Pesenti.

He is leaving Nigeria for 
the US after a four-year te­
nure an Agip's top steers­
man in the country, 

jagull. During his stay, Pesenti 
beach travelled to many parts of 

Nigeria, flavoured some 
delicacies and tasted a bit 

:hed to of local gin (Oqogoro), a 
one of them. I derive bottle of which ho cont to 

uf joy from photogra- Italy.
I take photographs Pesenti got a carved 

lent of all types of people, the elephant tuck an a parting 
On rich and famous, the poor, gift from Petroleum Mo­
de the infamous." sources Minister. Rilwanu

On his preference for Lukman who hosted a buf- 
black-and white pictures. fr»t dinner for him last 
Sunmi has a ready re- Tuesday.
sponse: 'The —--1-4 5- 
al ready in cole 

it?"
By Paul Nwabulkwu, /•/ Omolto 

and Kola Ade-Odutola



EXHIBITION ■

Homage to the past
Artist projects himself from the past

i
dinner party in hi

• Obasanjo
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Overheard

► In ... (Nigeria), everybody is too big for his shoes.
— Simeon Adebo, quoting a colonial District Officer (D.O)

Centre, Lagos.
By Humprey Beknron

► As an Kalian, my heart does not have a soft spot; my whole 
heart Is soft.

on resigning 
igpi-' 
1963

II
in Obasanjo 
iraises to Sin

■) to well-wishers anxious to give 
imeon Adebo, at the launching of

ii• Supplication for Peace • Talking drummer

— Giogio Pesenti, outgoing Agip Managing Director at a 
nner party in his honour.

tee, Lagos and also did the 
a a door carving for the Nige- 

profession rian Embassy in Rome. Ita- 
1966, ly, among other major 

3 of a works, has been a full-time 
' i guest artist at the National 

ibitions and Studio of Modern Arts, 
in Nigeria National Theatre, Iganmu, 

eas, Fakeye vi- Lagos.
lies in West Ger- The which

artist tn lasted from September 3 to 
September 13 1988 was 

ps tor The h°=,c^ by Goethe_Institut 
House in and the Frenc“ Cultural 
and the 
Commit-

>• I will erase your indulgence to permit me not to permit you 
to say something.

— Gen. Olusegun Ob 
their own quota of praise 
Ade bo's latest book. —

BSbSton« ______
German Auditorium, Vic- Orangun in Oyo 
toria Island, Lagos, ended ” 
on Tuesday with thomes 
revolving on tho tradition­
al. The exhibition of wood 
sculptures, — 31 pieces ticeship alongside--------
altogether, — had notable mal education. By 1960, he 
representations in the was already in Ondo town 
music and dancing genre with his uncle, the famous 
and other works tending artist, Lamidi Fakeye. to 
towards romanticism of carve for the Catholic Mis- 
the past.

These included Talking 
Drummer. Drummer Boy, 
Dancer, Flutist, Obi tun 
Dancer, and Bomber Drum­
mer. Others, which mostly 
pay their debt to nostalgia, 
include Farmer, Woman 
pounding yam. Homage, 
Arugba (Treasure Bowl).

In "God Will Provide", 
the artist shows a suppli­
cant, sitting on his torso, 
his body enshrouded; and 
stares into an empty bowl. 
"Life of a Prodigal” is a 
three-deck art-work show­
ing tho three stages in the , 
lifo of an imprudent follow. 
In stage one, in tho blos­
som of lifo, ho is ably sup­
ported by two male aids. 
Stago two depicts him with , .
flowing robes while the ‘—1——----- .
aids have boon replaced • Aiyogbego (his is Frsgilo) 
by two buxom women. At 
tho third stago, ho is re­
duced to a decrepit old 
man. almost naked, with 
hardly a half-length girdlo 
of a trouser to cover him in 
tho manner of a beggar. 
Horo, ho io ignored by tho 
women who now have 
their backs turned to him.

Complementing tho 
thomo of wasteful life is 
"Mafowuro sero"(Do not 
play away your youth) . a 
carving which portrays a 
tired and wizened old man. 
supported by a walking 
stick and carrying a bun­
dle obviously containing 
all his wordly belongings.

Society for African Culture 
(AMSAC). Upoi 
from a teaching 
that spanned 1963 to 1 
Fakeye began the life  
full-time artist. Apart from 
numerous exhibitions and 
commissions i 
and oversee*5 
sited six citi

any as a guest artist in 
176.
Since 1981, Fakeyt 
rrved the Logc 
frican Peace

Havana, Cuba. 
Nigerian Peace

i
Bom into a family of ; 

wood carvers at Da- P 
C.angun in Oyo State in t 
1942, Fakeye, current Vice- 
President of the Nigerian 
Society of Artists, learnt 
the trade through appren- 

alongside his for-
._ jcati—...
./as already in 
with his uncle, 
artist, 
carve fc 
sion.

He had his debut exhibi­
tion in 1963 under the au­
spices of the American
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Dazzling the countryside

fter 
the

nher 
. Frt
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Mrs Aikh 
proper ;y

identified.
sy understood
tone ot the

the women were from the 
rural areas. To prove her 
point she related how 
seme ot the participants 
get trapped m an elevator 
at the hotel where they 
were lodged, because they 
did net know which but­
tons to push. An official 
from Ogun State explained

toe game 
the foods’. Jf

w‘th a northern

car.'.r.gs pc’tery and cere­
als. The m;cd.e-be*t states 
came w.th a sampling of 
leather works, petal 
ar. a yam tubers The 
and lower delta c

programme of rural trans­
formation. He told the 
women in the 10-min 
speech that 'you have 
creative potential that 
nation can ignore."

However. there was 
underlying disquiet 
whether rural women were 
truly represented by the 
many gorgeously clad

Better Life Fair raises hop 
ft LL the trappings of a 
4£i fair were present: 

music, dance and colour. 
There was room for r—” 
talk and side jokes as 
idem Ibrahim Babangic 
and other dignitries visit! 
the gaily decorated pavil 
lions. His wife, Maryam, 
clad in a designer whi 
chiffon top and \ 
played chief hostess.’ ’

One speaker after 
another emphasized t»« 
need for a new orientation far 
of the rural populace, of seen the lie 
the need to foster better 
understanding through ex- 
hibtions and trade. The 
speeches were in standard 
English, though the mic­
rophone was faulty. Efforts  
by officials of the Tafawa She 
Balewa Complex. the 
venue ot the four-day fair 
which began Wednesday, 

readily pay off. 
to be daunted, the 

lent proceeded to 
the participants, 

xrticularly the rural 
omen whose presence he 
dared

, one message 
as the cry for 

equatch funded. 
,ants believe the) 
push Nigeria out 

.I.WU.K depression. Said 
kPolonia a textile weav- 
m I buluku in Aniod]J 
Government Z 

dci.mJ State If I 
ose who mcnl can help us. *e 

qmened to xck,p centres where • 
es and ears. <an [>c trained Mr-, 
pavilions dis- garcl Ekor 

mety cf wares er from f 
xrod-weven wrappers. S:a.c ^3id .. -

*• c:alt! vS task to get ’ 
tex*;.es. finished Unlike her > 

Mrs Virginia 1 
Anambra Stall 

v. She was;

pes and questions 
ladies present, ar d they 

sre present: could be ’ ' ’
and colour, whether the] 

r small the high t 
is Pres- speeches 
angida fn a tone that betrayed 

ted her bitterness, a female 
unemployed graduate 
who was visiting the fair 

nte said: The expensive 
wrapper, wrapper and hair-do one 

sees here’.«»aves no one in 
doubt that these are 
women who have travelled

and wide and have ,e- 
 light. It is cmy the ‘ 

urban visiting the urban " 
Taking a swift look

around, she added. '1 
real rural woman tills 1 
soil all day long 
child strapped on her back.

is the wife, mother and 
confidant who is always 
bothered by her husband I 
don’t see any cf these 

did not readily pay off. here.
Never to be daunted, the However, at the pavi- 
President proceeded to lions, some of the women 
welcome the participants, tried to explain the manner 
particularly the rural of dressing. Imo State Gov- 
women whose presence he ernor s wife. Mrs. Frances 
declared was a testimony Ikwechegh said: This is anchored 
of .ir_c2r?T?men1' !°_Lhe • Aikhomu at the caadasn stand Pjra women ca~ co tx’rrw

funded.

■I LIVING
praducts A loam •«». 
Sokoto Stalo Polytechnic 
displayed a range ol pro- 
ducts from Solar dryer® to 
water air-conditioner®. 
The Director of Environ­
mental Studio®. Yu®ui 
Wunduh ottered a spend- 
lv built toilet. M. » “ 
altcnum c to the waler closet

tncs. Imo State, had a candle 
then day don’t expect ^ga'wn*ljmitcd from Be- 
them to come m rags In ni£ Bendel State came with 
the Ondo State pavilion Cassava Peeler and Slicer, a 
Dr Modupe affirmed that muiu-purpose mill machine 
.k-------------- -— »™ tK« and fam lifter.

Through it all. c 
that rang out was 
funds Ade* 
the partiap: 
could help | 
of economic 
Mrs 
er from I ruiuxu ... 
I .il Government Area o’ 

•ma’.’.he rural women were gcndel State. “If govern- 
represented by these who mcnt can help us. we canide- 
were more enlightened jo xc*ep centres where 
be their eyes and ears." can trained Mrs. Mar- 

The s-a’e pavilions chs- garct Ekong. another

d it was an uphill 
loans

counterparts.
Odiaegwu of 

tc. had been 
,UCXI a... -...able to secure 
., loan . f through
local 
pres 
end 

couth ,al™n 

rclba 
wcrics. craft, plantain®end 
sea-foods

The fan also
‘ on technological

r works.
■rcm. ,he

lucU 
: work.

•,.<ul government She cv 
-wed the hope that al the 
.1.1 the fan. many wasted 

u,lente could be developed
— C fair could be a step to-

-. a sustained program­
me to bring rural women into 
contact with the world out- 
•ide their small environment 
an J timulatc their develop­
ment potentials. A'. Mry 
Bimpc Aboyadc. a university 
don. observed at the first

i. hop for rur.il women 
held at Abuja, last year. Ru­
ral life is one long, uninter­
rupted life of toil and sweat. 
What is needed now is to 

k open up new avenues of hope 
that would lead rural women

of this tedious life.”
By Josephine Akarue
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Let there be food I

Survey of Agriculture in Nigeria
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int 
Un- 
le in

for agri( 
role in p 
ion Bar

of animal pro- 
measure of 

■■■■ai protein is 
lock farming 

m provid­
means of

The AFRICAN J •____IMlaralan
ject” and "Green Revolution" A lot of capital has been 
put into these projects, yet agriculture has remained under 
developed. Also, government agricultural research pro­
jects were initiated. These includes the Agricultural De­
velopment Projects (ADP). Various River Basin Develop­
ment Authorities (RBDA) were also established.

But in spite of all these lofty projects aimed at boosting 
agriculture, the food situation in the country has remained 
bad, if not worse. All the same, agriculture has continued to 
receive priority attention in the allocation of funds from the 
various governments, especially under the third and fourth 
National Development plans.

The government has not been the only source of funds 
agriculture. The banks too have played an importai

1 promoting agricultural development in Nigeria. Ur 
ink and Savannah Bank arc still playing active role 

promoting agriculture. So also arc companies like Chemic­
al & Allied Products Limited (CAPL), United Africa Com­
pany (UAC-Agric) and a host of others.

Crop farming exists side by side with animal husban­
dry, mainly used to supplement food crops farming. Lives­
tocks reared include chicken, cattle, sheep, pigs and fish. 
The importance of high quality animal protein in human 
diet cannot be over-emphasised. Unfortunately the rate of 
animal protein deficiency in Africa has remained high. 
Even with their vast investments in animal protein, most 
African countries have been unable to provide the safe 
level of 25 gms of protein per head per day. For instance, 
the average Nigerian protein intake per day is les than 15 
gms. In countries like Sudan, Ethiopia, and Chad it is even 
lower.

However, efforts to increase the output < 
tcin in Africa in the past decade have seen some mea 
success. One of the burgeoning areas in animal pre 
poultry farming. Cattle rearing is another livestock f; 
commonly practised in Nigeria. Cattle, apart from r 
ing a source of food (beef and milk) also serve as r.« 
transport and draught power for ploughing.

The Directorate of Food, Roads and Rural Infrastruc­
tures (DFFRI) has mapped out strategies for the produc­
tion of arable crops in a bid to help solve the country’s food 
crisis. Detailed planning has commenced to bring more 
land under cultivation for this year and subsequent years. 
The guidelines state that the community-based imple­
mentation strategy with the peasant farmer as the central 

adopted for nation-wide application. 
«ystematic, orderly and co-ordinated de- 
c agricutural sector, the directorate sug- 
find practical and feasible solutions to the 
peasant farmer.

mines from each local government area of [

• Now ynm tubers: bettor planning leads to better yield

fl GRICULTURE is the world’s most important indus- 
Z^try, for it is this industry that provides the human race 
with food which is a basic necessity of life. Also most of the 
other industries arc either directly or indirectly dependent 
on agriculture.

Agriculture which started by gathering plants and 
fruits of different kinds as food has witnessed tremendous 
improvement over the centuries. Since the early 50s the 
demand for food throughout the world has increased 
tremendously and the largest increase in food demand has 
occurred in the developing countries.

In Nigeria, like other countries, agriculture is the back­
bone of the economy. Hie agricultural produce include 
palm oil, groundnuts, cocoa, rubber, yam, cassava, beans 
peanuts etc. From the colonial era through the early years 
of independence, agriculture was both the largest employer 
of labour and the main foreign exchange earner in the 
country.

But from the late Mis when petroleum emerged as the The
major foreign exchange earner, agriculture was relegated tures (DFFRI) has maj
to the background. Hie industry could no longer feed tion of arable crops in a
Nigeria's population, let alone earn any foreign exchange. crisis. Detailed plannii
Thus the country embarked on mass importation of food, land under cu'‘
thanks to pctro-naira. Then came the mid 80s and the The guideline
euphoria of pctro-naira suddenly ended. The revenue from mentation strategy v
petroleum decreased so much that the nation could no figure has been adoj
longer foot her import bills. The government was forced to To ensure a sysl
embark on measures to revamp agriculture. velopment of the ag

’11ns led to the formulation of many agricultural policies. gests that states find prac1 
Programmes launched include "Operation Feed the Na- problems of the peasant 

lion" (OFN) "Seed Multiplication and Distribution Pro-Five commui





Savannah Bank of Nigeria Limited

HEAD OFFICE Ho 62/66 Broad Street. P.O Box 2317. Ligos Tel 600-170 9 (10 lines) 600970 9 (10 lines) - the Personal Service Bank

Now, more than ever, 
enlightened depositors are 
coming to Savannah Bank.

Join them.

the same 
difference B the

All banks provide essentially 
servlets. Fact. Ilhat makes the 
quality of service you get.

Somehow, we find that more and more 
customers are coming to Savannah Bank. And 
they are customers who know. Enlightened, 
naturally, we. ascribe this to the Personal 
Scnrice which we extend to all customers. IVc 
Invite you Io Join them.

Al Savannah Bank, your money Is safe and 
confidentiality Is maintained. Add to this, 
computer speed and what you get Is quality 
service, which makes all the difference!

Call In at any branch of Savannah Bank and 
find out how our Personal Senrice and 
innovativeness can seme you better.

Welcome to our World of Personal Service.
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include Specific Risk Policy 
-.—i.. . 3 single specifier

or flood. Cot 
covers 

Polk
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• -•ci. Nigeria’ 
less than 10 pc 
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Profe 
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All Risks Livestock Insurance Policy.
Though the National Agricultural Insurance is be- 

corning more popular with farmers, problems still re­
main Such problems include illitracy and conservative 
altitudes erf some farmers, limited means (P°'’crlv °1 
the peasants (who constitute the majority) and lack ol 
reliable data and statistics which make any meaningful 
pianmng of such scheme unrealistic. Other problems in­
dude poor implementation and ineffective monitoring 
machmery.

Storage and marketing of agricultural products 
Agricultural production without efficient storage facili­
ties and effective marketing strategy will lead to insuffi­
cient food production /Xccordinc to Professor O.B. 
Antonio of the University of Ibadan during a seminar 
ergamsed last year by International Merchant Bank in 
Lagos, annual grain losses due to absence of good stor-

13 million tonnes, representing about 
value. He asserted that if

■es could be reduced by half of its current 
s’s food production would increase by not 
per cent immediately. w.„

. _ ..louths fed in Nigeria.
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levc’d There 

Remember «
and bait 
frequen.
*nd ins~

Less than 10 per 
is KLERAT will 

is very palatable to rats and no 
observed. In addition, it kills all 
ose resistant to other anticoagu-

Hcw do sou 
of KLERAT in a

.u-ncultural | 
.. ,'ioblcms of | 
inagcment also, 
i in the country 
?pmcnt by the 
Infrastructure* 

problem of 
to the urban

search of iob* and better mxi.iI amenities This has resulted 
in the neglect of agncultuie leading to the substitution of 
food production with food importation lhetc is abo the 
issue of natural and other ho ards such as pests invasion, 
erosion, dcsettitxalien, bush tue cu

U h ie absetx e of aviststcnt and coherent a 
pohev has added another dimension to the pt 
agriculture. corruption and official m ism ar 
pose great danger to agricultural production u. 
The opermg up of rural areas to develop" 
Directorate of Food*. Roads and Rural 
(DFRR1) it is hoped, will take care of the 
:r ARsportatmg products from the rural areas

The most senou* problem of agricultural production m 
N-gem is the threat of population explosion With an 
estimated annual growth of 3 3 per cent, the present Nigc- 
nan population ct '-me 100 million people will double itself 
by the year 2035 The population policy of the present 
pmenuneat ». therefore welcome. but the problem of 
romphanoe and monitoring is still there to contend with I

Other issues that have bearing on agriculture include . 
devaluation of the naira which has led to low puichaMg I 
power of Nynin. local food shortage, adulteration of 
rone Manufactured goods and smuggling of food stuff out 
of the Niger an boarders

Tarwo Toytn Rotim, and Tunde ALino*

u u •<.- KI I RAT* Place ..bout .u - .Rigrams 
ap lc it; I pi cs where there is any sign of

nt will be needed 
oom Check after about a week and if the

I ; • baiting until good 
control is achieved There should be no more than two 
baitings Remember with KI I RAT less bait is used at 
each ban point and bait points do not have to be checked or I 
replenished so frequent! Or tr Ih b en achieved, 
regular survey and inspection. .h<>uld be carried out so that 
any rcinfcstation can be dealt with quickly

Rat control is part of good house keeping and every 
effort must be made at local government level to ensure 
that all the community benefit from adequate control of 
these pernicious pests

Chemical and Allied Products Li mited — CAPL
Chemical and Allied Products Limited — CAPL 

The essence of effective rat control is good preparation 
First of all. the areas where control is desired should be 
thoroughly surveyed. Find out where the rats are. look 
for their runs, droppings, damage. Patches of sand will 

i indicate the next day w here footprints have been. When 
the rats' mam area of activity is known, the next stage is 
placing the KLERAT bait. KLER- 
AT is very active and kills rats after only one feeding so 
that less is used and hence wastage is avoided. It also 
means that visits to rebating points is less so. ensuring 
that a more uniform control is given. Less than 10 per 
cent of a rat's dailv food intake taken a? * 
kill the rat. KLERAT is very palatable 
'bait shyness' has been ol 
rodent species even thos<

food sufficiency for Nigenans by the year 2000 to be­
come a reality attention must be directed to the peasant 
farmers who represent over 80 per cent of the total 
farming population in the country. Before now. this 
group has been neglected in favour of the multinationals 
and big farm ow ners who are able to find themselves tn 
the corridors of power to negotiate bank loans and gov - 
ememt assistance for their projects.

However, the present administration has begun to 
reverse these trends. In his 1986 budget speech. Presi­
dent Babangida. as a demonstration of his determina­
tion for food production, directed that commencial and 
merchant banks should respectively allocate at least 15 
per cent and 8 per cent of their loans to agriculture The 
banks are further directed to reserve 50 per cent of their 
total lendings for grains production and distribution

Majority of the banks have complied with this direc­
tive The Nigerian Agricultural and Cooperative Birk 
(NACB) was established as early as 1973 to prcv-.de cred.: 
for agricultural production and enhance the avadabt'uty of 
storage facilities and promote the marketing of agricultural 
products.

Financial institutions such as banks, notably Fin: 
Bank. Union Bank. IBWA’AFRIBANK have been grant­
ing loan facilities to farmers for agricultural production as 
well as livestock; while Savannah Bank. IntermlaoMl 
Bank. Nigerian Merchant Bank have opened note bran 
ches in the rural areas in addition to a general improvement 
in their credit facilities to farmers, and suppertmg more 
Nigenans to invest in crop farming, fishing ar.d aaunai 
husbandry. Moreover, household names such as Mas md 
Baker. CAPL. Ibru Organisation. UAC Agnc. have con­
tinued to invest substantially in both crop and animal farm­
ing. Some small scale fanners have benefited from govern­
ment's direct Agricultural Credit Guarantee Scheme estab­
lished in 1978. There have also been credit facilities for 
farmers from the African Development Bank while the 
impact of the World Bank in assisting agricultural produc­
tion in Nigeria is encouraging.

Problems of Agriculture
Problems facing agriculture in Nigeria are numerous The* 
include immigration of rural dwellers to the city centres in
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Maryam’s leadership
fc|lDGING from her activities in recent times. Mrs. 
“Maryam Babangida has definitely become Nigeria’s 
thost visible First Lady. Just last week, the nation witnes-

the first Better Life Fair For Rural Women organised 
uhder her auspices; an ev.*nt that is unarguabh unprt- 
indented in relation to how the role of First Ladies is 
'iewed by the Nigerian pubic.

Mrs. Babangida it seems, has conspicuously vhed the 
traditional functions of First Ladyship which before no* 
F*5 been limited to the non-contentious social acth ities cf 
basting children's end-of-year parties, occasional visits to 
hospitals and motherless babies homes, receptions for 
s°cial clubs and other charity functions.
. In identifying with the "no to drugs” campaign and. 
ktely, programmes for the betterment of Nigeria’s 
"onienfolk, the First Lady has shown herself to be as 
®flective mobiliser and. in essence, an asset to the Presi­
dent by, on the one hand, pros iding a catalyst for gov era- 
rent’s corner-stone policy of rural development, and on 
]he other, diverting attention and energies of dtueas 
’com problems of a depressed economy to the positive 
aspect of involv ing rural w omen in their own w eifare. It is 
aRainst this background that we view her role as a wd- 
S°me depature from the traditional ceremonial and in­
formal office of the First Lady.

But at the risk of assuming a kill-joy position, we 
foresee some danger in this new and unusual role of the 
First Lady. For one, Mrs. Babangida <bould recognise 
|he enabling circumstance that has made it possible for 
her to achieve a measure of success in her programmes, 
though she was quoted in a press interview to have said

ANP WHECE. E>IO ypo 
Buy life stuff boy / COULP YOU IMAGINE •

THE CtkwNIXot Yuu've Just 
t’OUQHT ME VVAS WfiAPpEO IN 
THE srok’y i pip yesTeRPA-V 
“^"PUBLICATION^

that vb-. wants the better life programme to thrive better 
"whether I am here or not.” we believe that in a different 
political arrangement, like the civ ilian regime we w itnes- 
sed during the l*'t Republic and the civ il government we 
are about to experience in the Third Republic, it just 
might be possible that wives of civilian governors may not 
be too eachariastie la fblowing whatever percepts that 
the wife of a civilian President would want to lay down. 
Our fear is that the better life programme for rural 
women is an »dca that has begun and might end with Mrs. 
Bahargida’s tenure in office.

Yet another aspect brings to fore the opposition of 
perscas or groups that may fed that the First Lady is 
usurping thnr traditional functions. Though, what Mrs. 
Babangida b doing right now is not founded on any 
existing structure. we realise that her effort is to comple­
ment that of uatitwtioas charged with the formal role of 
rural integration. Our fear is that in later years, these 
instil utioes may not be supportive of this new structure 
laid down by Mrs. Babangida. Me suggest that the First 
Lady should work within existing state structures to 
make the programme endure.

Again we wonder why the Nigerian Army Officers 
" roes Awociatkva (NAOWA) has not been v erv v iuble in 
the Better Life Programme of the First Lady. U e feel that 
Mrs. Babanpda should gain the confidence of this group 
*hkh she ooct led; and make its impact more profound 
oe the Better Life for Rural Women programme.

The task Mrs. Bahangida has set for herself and in 
effect for womenfolk in the country is a laudable one. 
There must. therefore, be a more comprehensive 
approach to make the structure succeed and endure.
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The price 
of negligence

lenient over the 
imounce him guilty without 
is crime, we would record in

our judgement register, wilful negligence. For his 
punishment, just because we are lenient souls, we 
would put him away for life, with hard labour. We 
would recommend to the authorities, modernisation 
and expansion of the nation’s rail transit system with 
immediate effect. Away with the archaic coaches and 
obsolete rail lines, we would say. Our proposed 
"■*----- ...:n--------r------Badagry to Ikom, through

mo and Argungu; between 
>la and Wukari, Ilorin and

* 'Indeed, if we were to sit in 
judgement over the Big Man, we 
would pronounce him guilty with­
out baiting an eyelid. For his 
crime, we would record in our 
judgement register, wilful negli­
gence”

HI-KE’S a clear, unmistakable gulf between 
■ unknow ingness and sheer negligence. The one.

for the most part, is unintentional and. there­
fore, excusable. The other is self-inflicted, a mortal 
sin. Let us illustrate.

For years, centuries in fact. Nigerians (that is. the 
peoples called Nigerians today) unwittingly sat on 
gold-mine: the black gold. Of course, they had their 
groundnut, rubber, cocoa, and palm oil and kernel. 
Hiere was even iron with which they fashioned their 
spears, hoes and so on. But nobody — not until just a 
few decades back — had heard of the oba of them all. 
the almighty petroleum. The ignorance was pardon­
able.

But. it becomes quite a different ball-game for 
instance, when a dysentry patient dies because the 
physician diagnosed and treated migraine. Or aniegi- 
da falls prey to night marauders just because his 
megadi. whom he pays with his hard-earned cash, 
failed to alert him of the lurking danger. Haba! Or 
still, w hen an impressionable, unsuspecting pupil fails 
his external examinations because his teacher who 
ought to have known better taught him nonsense, as 
Fela Anikulapo-Kuti would put it. For all we care, the 
doctor, night guard and teacher could be locked away 
to eat beans in Kirikiri Prisons for the rest of their 
lives. They were slack in their lawful duties. In short, 
negligent.

In many respects, the Nigerian people arc the 
unfortunatedysentry patient, the unlucky houseown­
er and the gullible student, all rolled in one. Con­
versely . the Big Man who presided over the nation's 
rural and urban transportation scheme these past de­
cades. on a closer attention, appears like the inatten­
tive doctor, the illiterate teacher or even the wicked 
mcgadi.

Indeed, if we were to sit in judge 
Big Man. we would pronounce him 
batting an eyelid. For his

scheme will cover from ] 
Birnin Gwari to Mongui 
Epe and Ajegunle. Yol; 
Kabba...

Our programme, we realise, may sound rather 
too grandiose and perhaps even unrealistic. There’s 
also the nation’s wobbly economy which, some may 
say. would not be able to sustain such big dreams. 
Still, we are convinced that only such revolution, and 
effective integration of modernised rail system into 
the nation’s mass transit scheme can bail out Nigeria’s 
present transportation crisis. For most people today, 
getting home, to the office and so on, has become a 
matter of guerre a rnort. A sheer survival of the fittest. 
Only that our Big Man, representative of the monied 
class and the nouveaux riche, is exempted.

Most surprising, however, is that despite the Big 
Man's well known penchant for imbibing, indeed, 
falling head over heels for everything foreign — from 
dresses down to the food he eats — he had failed, 
these past years, to borrow a leaf from the advanced 
inter-city rail services in Britain, the United States, 
West Germany, France, Japan and so on. Or better 
still, from nearer home. India. Instead, even the 
much-talked-about Lagos metro-line project, some­
thing near the ideal, has been put in the cooler.

Indeed, our sense of the possible derailed long 
ago. Only a few years back, for instance, Nigeria 
could easily have afforded to do exactly what the 
Manchester passenger transport corporation did in 
Britain a fortnight ago: prepare a £50 million contract 
for the design, building and operation of the nation's 
first high technology, light transit system to link the 
south with the north. Perhaps, we could even have 
surpassed the British, thanks to petro-naira.

UT, instead, the policy makers, in what 
q| appeared like open collaboration with Euro- 

pean, American and Japanese businessmen, 
busy in Lagos and elsewhere, creating a car 

craze. As Britain, four years ago, was launching its 
internationally-4acclaimed Tyneside Metro net­
work. our good old government officials, along 
with their monied friends, were busy clogging the 
streets with awe-inspiring custom-designed cars.

Now. the vehicles have since begun to dis­
appear from the streets. Nigerians battle them­
selves. most times drawing blood, all in an attempt 
to squeeze into the few available buses But in 
London. the British ride in comfort in their special­
ly designed rolling stock. All on account ot our Mr. 
Big Man.



Wonder in the works
Egbin qas station promises constant power supply

By Paul Nwabulkwu
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• Egbrn gas plant: and (mset) Mmes and Power Minister Shan't Musa Uninterrupted power 
supply?

sa>s. 
Lage 
NEI

problem 
□melius 
director

to the organisation 
Government’s rejec- 
quest that it charges 

be increased by 600 per cent According 
■ ■ spend 36 kobo to

rncratc a unit'of electricity. ^et,we 
more than six kobo The 

that NEPA loses an 
naira everyday on one 

done that makes use of

uninterrupted power supply anywhere 

other advanced countries Ail we can 
say is that outages (blackouts' wtll be 
minimised."

The NEPA officials ret. < to stick out 
their necks (or several Says the
research unit staff. ' Even if you just 
serviced your car row. vxm cannot be 
sure it will get you home ’’ Theft, he- • •
Lagos, some [xoplewcnpinOosMl 
NEPI m!o ■ att inucit ti—ikmiwi 
were arrested The transformer has the 
capacity of lurohig power to an area

• b ■ • ■.....................

three men were apprehended at Akure. 
Ondo State for stealmt caNe* worth 
N40.000
<0^

Ogunduive.

^■HE Egbin thermal station gas pro­
fl ject is perhaps the best thing to hap­

pen to the country’s power supply in 
NEPA’s distinctly uninspiring history. 
Conceived in 1976. Egbin is a 1320- 
mega watt (mw) wonder in the works 
with the potential to — literally — turn 
night into day for many a Nigerian 
home or business concern. In energy 
circles, the project is being touted as the 
ultimate solution to the incalculable 
number of man hours and great re­
sources that are wasted daily as a result 
of power cuts. Says a NEPA st aft 
"With Egbin. we have the potentials of 
making black-outs a thing of the past "

The process is simple, almost chil­
dishly so Nigeria has proven gas re­
serves of about 53 million standard 
cubic feet, most of it associated gas. that 
is. gas "mixed" with crude oil Only 10 
per cent is being used, the rest its flared 
Four hundred and thirty one million 
cubic feet of this will be’ flushed daily 
through the length of the 500 km NNPC 
Escravos — Lagos pipeline. Destina­
tion : Egbin; where it will power six units 
of the thermal station. each of w hich has 
a capacity of 220 mega watts Together, 
at full blast, the six will add a whopping 
4-4 per cent to NEPA’s total installed 
capacity which currently stands at 
3,000 m w .

Considering that the nation’s total 
electricity consumption hovers around 
2.000 mw, life without black-outs is. at 
least on paper, not so far-fetched. Be­
fore now, the station was using costly 
High-Pour-Fuel-Oil (HPFO) Because 
it is neck-deep in debt (consumers owe 
it an estimated N500 million, it owes 
others N3 billion). NEPA could only 
afford to keep two of the Egbin units 
active. Test runs to determine the press­
ure resistance of the 36-mch pipes being 
used for the gas project, already on. will 
be completed at month end.

However, in spite of the potential im­
plications of the Egbin project for power 
supply. it is not going to be light, light for 
evermore. NEPA officials would not be 
drawn into making a categorical statements 
on the specific implications of the current 
effort to improve power supply. Volun­
teered a staff of NEPA’s research unit; “All 
things being equal, power supply will re­
main stable." NEPA’s chief 
spokesman. Adejumobi Adesola — 
Macauley adds: "There is nothing like

—*
(logos North), lost N2.S million within 
the List live scars through unapproved 
connection bv military men at Irwja 
Housing Estate. I agos. Most of these 
crimes ate committed w ith the complic­
ity of NEPA officials

As a result ot these problems and 
others. Nl-PA officials, in spite of their 
. • •. • ■ c loath to raise public ex­
pectation unduly Offers Macauley:

Ml we can say is that we will do our 
best ‘

More worrying t 
was the Federal G 
non of NEP Vs req. 
be increased by 600 f 
to an official, "we 
generate a 
cannot charge 
official estimates 
average of three i 
Nigenan home al 
10 units daily

The reason for this government — 
approved fix’ per cent loss on each unit 
can be found in politics Explains a gov­
ernment source The go-ahead tor 
NEPA to • 
been given when the protests over the 
part removal of the fuel subsidy took 
place" Because of the fear of repercus­
sions. continues the source, govern­
ment backed out. pledging instead that 
it would support NITA ■ efforts to pet 
loans from the World Bank. the African 
Development Bank and othc1

In spite of its problems. NEPA s pub­
licity blitz on the Egbin gas project has 
effectively ensured one thing the public 
would be less willing now to swallow 
excuses about pythons being rcsponsi-



Eyes in the sky

orgai 
mote

By Halo Akin Aina and Abdul Oroh.

THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN SEPTEMBER 26,198826

-Nigeria

ject

and

1F n- d

Out of this, only N250.000 was spent 
largely on feasibility studies. Although 
subsauent studies followed, the project 
coula not take off because of short-fall 
in government finance.

Sources say that the three federal 
cabinet members in requesting for this 
amount pointed to the fact that in 1976, 
the cost of the remote sensing project 
including ground receiving station op­
eration was estimated at $22 million 
(N110 million). This excluded the oper­
ational cost for the execution of the pro­
ject which was then to take five years.

was learnt that 169 organisations 
institutions use remote sensing

Government considers request for satellite surveillance
memorandum of the ministers of Avia­
tion, Communications and Science and 
Technology has as its pivot the request 
from Government of N35O million ($70 
million)which is considered the realistic 
estimate for the project when it takes off 
in the fifth development plan.

Last year only, N5 million had been 
approved for the remote sensing centre by 
the former Ministry of National Plan-

I
f • sensing in t
4 i 17 hold di

Bachelor <

• Okporo 
no'ogy

nine. In 1976. the year of the third plan I the propos 
when Nigeria participated in a remote If the re 
sensing programme sponsored by the --------■>
Organisation of African Unity (OAU) 
and the Economic Commission for Afri­
ca (ECA). and made known intentions 
to establish a National Centre on re­
mote sensing, the sum of N10 million 
was initially proposed for the project.

technology in just six states, with the 
largest concentration of users in Lagos 
state, followed by Kaduna and Oyo 
states respectively. Of institutions that 
already use remote sensing, sources 
close to the department of Federal 
Office of Statistics reveal that 53.8 per 

I cent made up of all companies, research 
institutes and the Nigeria Armed 
Forces.

A survey of the six states also show 
I that there are 122 professionally qual- 
I ified Nigerians in the area of remote 

the six states. Of this number 
E ,<) ” 117 hold diploma certificates, 27 hold

..' " Bachelor of Science degrees, 21 hold
" /» I Masters degrees and 42 are Ph.D hol­

ders. It is said that the ministers believe 
>.• Taking Nigeria into space tech-1 that with these figures, there exists 

I adequate manpower in the country for 
‘he proposed remote sensing centre.

request for the N350 million is 
granted by the Federal Government, 
Nigeria is likely to join the league of 
third world countries, including Brazil 
and India currently applying space tech­
nology for development purposes.

technology. Two weeks ago, the minis­
ters of Aviation Air Vice-Marshal I
Anthony Okpcrc, Science andTcchnol- i
ogy, Professor Emmanuel Emoyon and <
Communications, Colonel David Mark i
jointly submitted a memorandum to the 
Federal Government on the need for i 
the application of space science and t 
technology to development in Nigeria. 
The focus’of the three ministers, accord- I 
ing to informed sources, was on "re­
mote sensing."

Remote sensing, a term now 
synoymous with space surveillance I 
technology is accomplished by the use 
of cameras, scanners or radar systems 
mounted on manned and unmanned 
space satellites. The relatively new tech­
nology is basically used to obtain in­
formation. photographically or electro­
nically on tnc earth’s natural resources 
and forewarn on possible natural disas­
ters. According to sources, this aspect 
seems to be the particular concern of 
the ministers.

It is said that the ministers have drawn 
the attention of government to the 
potential areas of application of remote 
sensing in Nigeria to include the moni­
toring and evaluation of natural re­
sources in relation to agriculture and 
annual crop yield estimation, mapping; 
petroleum and mineral exploration, hu­
man and animal population estimation; 
monitoring of coastal erosion, deserti­
fication. floods and pollution.

Accordingly, the ministry of science 
and technology has already made provi­
sions for the National Remote Sensing 
Centre, in the fifth national develop­
ment plan. However, it was learnt that 
earlier this year government had 
approved the site formerly proposed for 
the abandoned multi-million naira 
aerostat baloon project at Panyam, near 
Jos to be used as the permanent site for 
the National Remote Sensing Centre. 
The Ministry of Communications is 
already concluding arrangements to 
transfer the site of the discontinued ba­
loon project to the Science and Tech­
nology Ministry in accordance with the 
directives of the Federal government.

The African Guardian learnt that 
the choice of the site was based on tech­
nological reasons which include max­
imum land coverage of antenna and low 
ambient temperature. But the joint
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lamented his k r.drcl 
enough, and ir.sp.te <.f 
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ted his corona!:-'Ofals Gk

possible break 
Obikporo the

ikporo
I dan wm> appear to constitute the 
I majf-rit) at an emergency meeting last 

....... .... J.,. i I iiculay supported the action of Obi
organised by Omtsha • Okagbue 'Hicy r< solved that the Obi 

| has exclusive right to remove from his 
cabinet any member of the cabinet who 
in his opinion exhibits any act of dis 
loyalty w> his person or the throne The 
Obi's dccisK'it appear. final. One palace 
worker said last week that the tradition­
al ruler has closed Modebc’scasc rile".

By Mike Ubanl in Onttaha

Modebes deposition raises tear of disintegration
*W"HE Obi of Onitsha. Ofala
I Okechukwu Okagbue 11, is 

aversed to disobedience, and as such 
does not spare recalcitrants Typically, 
on September 6. he deposed one of his 
red cap chiefs. Professor Anthony Mod­
ebe. the Ogene Onira of Onitsha. for 
insurbordination. But as Modebe stout­
ly resists his removal there are strong 
indications that the ancient kindgom of 
Onitsha is heading for disintegration

A man of vast riches whose familv 
owns choice areas in Onitsha. Mod­
ebe the former administrator ot Onitsha 
province in the defunct Republic of 
Biafra. is expected to use hi' enormous 
wealth and influence to challenge the 
action of the Obi But traditionalists tn 
Onitsha say the office ot the revered 
monarch is sacrosanct, and his decision 
to strip Modebe ot his title irreversible

Modebe s ordeal. I he African Ciuu*- 
liian gathered, is a spill over from an 
intractable land dispute between the 
Obikporo family (Modebes kindred', 
and the Orezc family ot Onitsha and his 
defiance ot Obi s order tor an amicable 
settlement ot issues arising from the dis­
pute between the two prominent fami­
lies At the Onitsha High Court on 
October 24. 1980. the Oreze family in­
stituted a court action against Obikporo 
clan claiming the exclusive ownershipot 
Aniozala land in Omtsha But Obik­
poro people claimed joint ownership of 
the land with the Oreze family An im­
passe then ensued

Bui Modebe. then Ogbuoba tPolitic­
al hc.id) ot Onitsha asked the permis­
sion ot Justice Nnaemeka Onwuemaec- 
bu. to settle the case out of court lhat 
permission was gleetullv granted At his 
official residence on 4'. Fasia Street u. 
October _8 that sear. .Modcbc a profes­
sor of agriculture, was alleged to have 

surprisingly asked his kindred to 
agree that the land beloneed to Orezc 
family. and that it that was accepted h • 
wou!d "persuade the Orezc familv to 
give Obikporo one third of the land 
and withdraw (he land suit". There was 
sard to be a pm drop silenee: Modebe 
" as accused o( perlids and a wide chasm 
between him and his kinsmen was ere- “a “'a
m T Jnd ^^ed M'X^to
n May. . 'so judgement was given in his kindred. Modebe 

favour of Obikporo village. •’All ' mant Th.-n th.. On.tJ 
through the celebrations marking the 
victory of this case. Chief

By last Friday Modebe was yet to 
c< rr.plv with the order \khcn The Afn- 
(an < mardian 'ought his reaction to his 

• deposition. the axed Ogenc retorted 
. •. ; rather angnly. I don’t want to talk to

that 1 the pre-snow I will call you when 1 ant 
. ■ :. ..!. But a minority group*, from

t ;• .kporo, had met last week at 47Tavia 
Ogcnc 1 f ' R. ad. Omt’ha and voted for the de- 

Omtsha at a colourful uerem ' J O;-cnc The group declared the
’ As soon as he got po *cr d one ('■ 1' •ll”nn ax unconstitutional, un- 

of the leading members of Obikporo j fair, biased and ap.iin’-t natural justice’’ 
clan "Modebe unleaxhcad.. reign of ter- j ^'ct- °thcr members of Obikporo 
ror against us" He was alleged tn h.i.c I clan uno appear to constitute the 
ostracised his kindred from attending ; majority at an emergency meet 
meetings and other social cum tradition- I fuesday supported the action 
al functions organised by Onit-ha | Okagbue They r< •v»:»w; il..d J 
people.

Apparently afraid of a 
lown of law and order in

—--------,o make peace with
his kindred. Modebe remained ada- 
mant. Then the Onitsha monarch, in a 

I letter of July 18 this year suspended the 
Ogene Onira of Onitsha. and his youn-

<■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■*■■■■■
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ger biethci chief Charles Modcbc. .1 
\ ■. . naiv as the ttj1ba-lnw.1gu.10f 
v-.i.ish.- front his cabinet, \moncothci

• . the ()bi’s letter saM t'-.: 
pending the icstoration of peace in 

Obikpoto. all families shall bury their 
(it. d k ;'v and this is without excep­
tion I irst and second burial ceremonies 
.. iicikante by the public, 

arc prohibited ’
But the Ogcnc seemed not to have 

n the Obi Last Augu't 
27 and 28. he organised an elaborate 
and boisterous burial ceremony lor the 
late Ezekiel I- togu. a former official of 
P ' . . ■ • I' . ' • 1.1 '• I®
had died in July He was not done yet. A 
ant ot summons was filed at the Onitsha 
High Court m which the Ogene quer­
ied the nght of the Obi to ban the Obik- 
poro village from giving their dead 
elaborate burial Pal.KC w< rkerssaythe 
Obi was highly intu:.-ted on being 
served with a copy < t the summons.

But he had a m>Iui- n to this fe'tcnng 
sore After due cor ition with mem- 
ben on his cabinet the Ota 

| booted the Ogcnc out . ! office, sayinf 
that it h.is become ch ' that "hivdii- 
loeue of di'lovaltv -.nd ‘'regular 
behaviour arc all well! '■

’ anvihing. senes to hold my office and
■ - ■ ' '■ - ’ ’ ■ ' 

de Declaring M> -Lbc unworthy of 
that high office the Obi who is also 

: n of the An bi State <
. f Traditu nal Rulers, ordered the de- 
p »scd Oj enc to return all the paraphe- 
r. ha and .insignia of office to his

A N Modcbc deliberately absented 
himself* sources say

However, hrs pc-epk- were unper­
turbed As tbev crrcmeouslv reasoned 
that like the Biblical pxxiigd . Mod­
ebe would ultimatciv nice back his 
roots They tmsiudted instead of soli­
citing the support o! ht$ people when he 
was v v.-g tor the htghh cv'vcted effict 
of the Ogcre of Or.itsha. iscrxH men- 
b.r • L ■ - . . . ■ , , •,
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Cheerless 
guardsmen
Army takes charge as 
confidence in police recedes

„ I he 
)n 1'hurs- 

r. a 
tn at

the 
the recovc 
rmentso' ' 
Service.

pre'»-- 
. soon 
os"end'’

stKrtMi>6B w. **

lua. an 
by this 

wyers are 
they get 

ig on indefinitely has 
lepleted by the Robin

■ F .U...........1.1.,.—

ttSS Police O^n

Battalion. Lt. Colonel Ishaya Anchie. 
asking that the vehicles be releas 
him for onward delivery to Vesse.
Commanding Officer, 
quested that the police appraise him 
all the efforts made to get back p q 
since its loss was reported . Ihc i^Qladj.

I instead contacted his boss. 
po. Assistant Police Com'mss.oner,

request received the same fa
turned it down. AncuSt 15.Instead, on Monday Aug
Anchie personally handed the•« ed
to a relieved Vesse.
the rationale for the soldij-rs blems 
Civilians, he said, bring the') P nol

SSssagP'S
identify the recovered ndd Broaa 
announcements oyer tne

the role of la*. « ‘ cri,ne pre'=

By Pau/NivahuiWO """ 
. | Warrl.
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• Vesse (right) gets his car from Anchie Army to the rescue 

nestling cosily in his pocket. i
Predictably, neither the lawyers nor 

the police are amused Broderick Bozi- 
mo. chairman of the Warn branch of the 
Nigerian Bar Association was scathing 
in his condemnation of the usurpation 
by soldiers of “a role which is constitu­
tionally reserved for the Nigeria Police 
Force exclusively". On the charge that 
many hardened cnminals are freed be­
cause of technicalities and other legal 
sleights of hand. Bozimo puts the blame 
on the limitations of prcsecutors: "A 
prosecutor who has no knowledge of the 
law cannot compete with a lawyer who 
can cite a section that the prosecutor 
cannot reply to"

Esharedede Obukohwoavwodu; 
Ughelli teacher is not impressed I 
argument. In his view, the law)"”* 
unhappy because the money 
when cases drag on indefini 
been severely de ’ ‘ \ *'•
Hood activities of the soldiers.

Whatever the truth is. the merits of 
the lawyer, police case are not likely to 
be appreciated by C l Chileka and 
others who have benefitted from the 
extra-legal activities of soldiers. When 
his house was burgled last July. Chileka 
turned to soldiers when his report to the 
police did not yield any fruits The sol- I 
diers went into action and within two 
weeks three suspects were arrested The 
suspects took the soldiers to the man 
who bought the colour television and 
video machine, from whom the items 
were retrieved

Inevitably, there have been clashes 
between the police and soldiers. In Ves­
sels case, for example, there was some 
jostling over who should take the credit.

■■■■■■■■■■■■

p.N.E. Vesse never thought I
■ would sec his car again. On Thu; 

day. May 19, this year, the car. 
peugeot 505 saloon-make, was stolen 
gun-point from Vessc’s driver. Samuel 
Edosa. Edosa and Vcssc's 65-year-old 
wife, Hannah, on their way back from 
Warn where they had gone to buy food 
items, were forcibly stopped by two 
gun-toting men. Pointing the pistol at 
the windscreen, one of the robbers 
ordered the old woman out. She hastily 
obeyed The robbers then cooly 
pumped bullets into Edosa because he 
disobeyed their instruction to let go of 
the keys. They then drove off. after 
dumping him in a swamp.

After hours of wracking anxiety, Ves­
se. a reverend, was told of the fate of his 
wife and long-serving, faithful driver. 
Miraculously, Edosa survived the many 
bullets that entered his body at point- 
blank range. Hannah, after she had 
trekked about a kilometre to the Oleh 
police station to complain, was asked to 
make a statement.

But almost three months later, on 
August 1. when Vesse had given up 
hope, the impossible happened. The car 
surfaced. The police had nothing to do 
with it 'Hie army, precisely the 20 Air 
Mobile Battalion. Effurun. near Warri. 
was responsible for the miracle.

Vesse is just one of many indigenes 
and residents of Warn and its environs 
that have come to depend more and 
more on this army unit in the area when 
confronted by armed robberies and 
other instances of man's inhumanity to 
man. John I-de. a school teacher at 
Effurun explains why "If you go to a 
police station, they will not satisfy you. 
It is "come today, come tomorrow".

Other cases abound Okpesa Eguka- 
hacn was employed as a security guard 
by a community in the riverine area of 
Bendel State. But for six long months 
he did not receive his pay A report to 
lhe police only elicited an unsatisfactory 
response contact a lawyer. But 
Egukhacn had a belter idea He took 
his case to the same army unit Fortified 
by two armed soldiers, he made a trip to 
the Milage Within ten minutes of their 
arrival, the backlog of his salaries was
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tk2E3 returns 
19, after a 
political obsi 
possible political 
plomatic shuttle.

SS.
' *, s

as the British Foreign 
iry. Sir Geoffrey Howe, ' 
. to London. September 
week-long trip to Africa, 

servers are still split over the 
' • I motive behind the di­

plomatic shuttle. Official explanations 
arc that Iiowe’s visit to Kenya, Uganda. 
Tanzania and Mozambique, with brief 
stop-overs in Sudan and Ethiopia, was 
to enable him to assess, among other

arm-twisting methods as comprehen­
sive economic sanctions, but rather 
through round-table negotiations.

The surprise, however, is that while 
blocking the use of economic measures 
against Pretoria. Thatcher is today re­
portedly adopting the same method in 
London against the Commonwealth 
Secretary-General, Shridath Ram- 
phhal, who is said to have fallen out of 
favour with Thatcher because of his 
tough stance against the apartheid reg­
ime in South Africa. In an attempt to 
clip the wings of the institution (if not to 
cripple it entirely) and reduce the influ- 
vi.w of its members, the British author­
ities are said to have put the secretariat 
under severe financial squeeze.

The rent paid by the secretariat for its 
irmises in the West End of London 

_..J elsewhere is said to have been 
sharply raised, sometimes by several

J------------------ :-ts. In fact, the
; year alone to 

aw iia ivm uni .iav iiwui about £32,000 
to £1 million. And this, it has to pay out 
of an annual budget of £6.8 million. In 
one of the instances, the British govern­
ment reportedly hiked the rent in one of 
the buildings occupied by the secretar­
iat. from £12,000 to £230,000 — some­
thing akin to giving the secretariat a quit 
notice. There are also reports of plans 
by the authorities to withdraw one of 
' ' . * ‘ ‘ ~snt-

free by the Queen. It is to be handed 
over to the Prince of Wales who intends 
to leave Kensington Palace, his present 
home.

• Moi and Howo Violation of Human nghts on their agenda 

things, a variety of aid projects in which 
Britain plays a part He was also to raise 
human rights issues with Kenya's Presi­
dent, Daniel arap Moi, discuss Tanza­
nia's economic problems with Ah Has­
san Mwinyi. as well as hold talks with 
Yoweri Museveni over Uganda's prog­
ramme of post-war reconstruction and 
reconciliation.

Beyond this, watchers of the British 
political scene have sought to link 
Howe's trip to recent efforts (beginning 
with Prime Minister Margaret Thatch­
er's African tour early this year) to 
mend the cracks in the Bnstish-African 
friendship, particularly within the Com­
monwealth. Hus appears correct, in 
view' of the fact that all the countries 
visited by the foreign minister (except 
Mozambique, and his unscheduled 
stop-over in Addis Ababa) were 
formerly British colonies

While Howe's brief visits to Sudan

Howe tours Africa as Thatcher hammers the Commonwealth
and Ethiopia were apparently made to 
express British sympathies over the 
catastrophic floods in Khartoum, and 
the drought and famine in northern 
Ethiopia, it is not clear why Mozambi­
que was included in his itinerary. 
Analysts suspect that it may not have 
been mere coincidence that Howe's trip 
wound up in Maputo (Mozambican w..r.„s,„ 
capital) only a few days after the racist cripple it 
chief. P.W. Botha, also paid a state visit ence of it:

. (his first ever to an 
L« African country) to 

Mozambique.
Perhaps, Howe’s
presence in Maputo \ . 
shortly after 
Botha’s, was meant , • -
as Britain’s tacit en- hund«‘! Pontage points 
dorsement of secretariat is expected th.s, 
Mozambique’s bold, scc ,ls rent bUI nse from al 
albeit controversial 
talks with Pretoria.
Which, to some ex­
tent. goes to support 
Prime Minister 

/ Thatcher's insist- 
•-. ence (to the 

annovance of most , , ... . .
of the Common- bV ,bc authorities to withdraw one t 
wealth nations). that ,bc h°uses given to the secretariat ren 
racism in South he® by >he J3“een.JJ is to tandl 

ica cannot be 
sed through such

S secretariat officials in the rent- 
free apartment get set to pack 

tout, tne Commonwealth Insti­
tute in Kesington is also bracing up for 
the expected 12 per cent cut in its gov­
ernment grant. It would be the second 
successive cut in its annual grant of £2.5 
million. To be able to survive, the insti­
tute is reportedly planning substantial 
staff reductions

In all. these harsh economic mea­
sures. according to diplomatic sources, 
are only part of larger, concerted plan 
by the authorities (the Foreign and 
Commonwealth offices inclusive) to 
thin down the British-Commonwealth 
links. Thus, analysts are not sure of 
what Sir Geoffrey Howe — at a time 
London clearly wants to reduce British- 

i Commonwealth connection — hoped to 
Vmattor SuOBesanetonsagateute ~ I gai" <">» his extensive African tour.

CommomvMO" By Emenike Okorle
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Set for challenges
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Game of the foxes

med 
mg 
to

has not been able to rise beyond mere 
rhetorics in its attempts to play a dom- 
minant role in world politics. In fact, 
just before last week's Cyprus confer­
ence. there were even in
some quarters that NAM may well have 
become antiquated, and should be

) chief P U. Botha, 
ir.t fc r wriggling Gut of 
ca! wrren Mid last 
w‘_a’. se'.f at the height 

‘.pkoatic furore 
>e of three Black 

i Consulate in

rassmt 
genera 
apart h ____  .
32. Mohammed 
Vusi Khanyi.’e. 
"Pik” Botha ha._ _ 
that they were free to 
would not be arrested i 
American Consulate.

As would be expected, however 
neither their lawyer. Knsh Natdoo. nor 
the activists themselves believed the au­
thorities. For good reasons. First. Pre­
toria does not have a good record for 
keeping its words Besides. Morobc. 
Moosa and Khanyile. in a joint state­
ment read by Naidoo, said they wanted 
much more than just being allowed to 
walkout of the consulate. They asked to 
be free “of any restrictions, or threat of 
re-detention." They then demanded 
the lifting of the current state-of- 
emergency in the country, and uncon-

^PARTHEID 

very tight pc'..tic 
week, he was his u ... 
of the international d. 
generated by the escap 
activists into 
Johannesburg 
move the bite

tent. Pretoria q_:c
ralamnestyfor the pr minentanti-

— M.rphy M'lrobe.
Mtxna .34; and 
‘.re.gr. Minister 
red Wednesday 
> go home and 
if they left the

scrapped.
rhe outgoing chairman. Zimba­

bwean President Robert Mugabe's 
tenure seemed to have been the turn­
ing point, giving way to the clamour 
tor a "new Non-Alignment.” Mugabe, 
as chairman since WSb. was especially 
faced with new challenges, arising on 
the one hand, from the sudden thaw in 
he super-power relations, and on the 
other, from the setting up in Lacosearly 
last scar, of the Concert of Medium 
Towers The new organisation was 
variously seen by many as being either 
complementary. or contradictory to 
NAM u .

It was hardly surprising, therefore, 
that Zimbabwe, one of the original 16 
members of the Lagos Forum should 
pull out, claiming that it was not yet a 
medium power.

Thus, the problem of NAM. for the 
most part, appears to be how to gear up 
for the challenges of a changing interna­
tional environment _ _ „ .By Emenike Okore

Non-Aligned mantle of leadership falls on Yugoslavia
ST was perhaps not just a stroke of 
■ chance that when it came to choosing 
between Cyprus. Yugoslavia and Malta 
(the three European members) as the 
next leader of the Non-Aligned Move­
ment (NAM) last week in Nicosia. Cyp­
rus. the mantle easily went to Yugosla- 
v la. The choice was symbolic It came as 
a reflection of the desire by most of the 
member-nations to resurrect the orga­
nisation's original principles, and set it 
on a new footing

The four-day conference of Non- 
aligned foreign ministers had opent 
September 8. with calls for far-rcachir 
changes, indeed general overhaul, 
enable the movement meet new chal­
lenges in the international system At 
the fore-front in the clamour for revi­
sions. were the Nigerian and Yugoslav 
foreign ministers, Major-General Ike 
Nwachukwu and Buldimir Loncar 
Gen Nwachukwu had specifically de­
manded a “critical re-evaluation" of the 
movement with special emphasis on 
"the conceptual framework". Accord­
ing to him. NAM was in desperate need 
ot a "new invigorating spirit, new dyna­
mic programmes and new policy objec­
tives."

.According to NAM's tradition, 
however, the chairmanship ought 
to have gone to a Latin American nation 
(it rotates among the various regions 
making up the organisation). But, when 
neither Nicaragua nor Indonesia (the 
two nations vying for the post) were 
able to garner enough support even 
from their own regions, a compromise 
candidate had to be sought. Yugoslavia 
was selected as new leader of the move­
ment for the next three years, perhaps 
in deference to Josip Broz Tito, the late 
Yugoslav leader who played a leading 
role in the formation of the movement 
in 1901. Other founding fathers of the 
organisation were Jawaharlal Nehru 
(India). Gamal Abdel Nasser (Egypt). 
Kwame Nkrumah (Ghana) and Surka- 
no (Indonesia).

But as membership of the movement 
rose to 101. there have been a gradual ero­
sion ot some of the ideals set by the 
founding fathers. The principle of non­
commitment to either of the superpow ­
er blocs, for instance, has frequently 
been violated by a good number of the 
member-nations, on the basis of econo­
mic pragmatism. The movement itself

ditional release of all detainees.
The three activists were detained 

under the state-of-cmergency regula­
tions m a Johannesburg prison where 
they shared a cell since last year. Some­
how. thev managed to escape from a 
hospital where thev had been taken for 
medical check-up. Murphy Morobc and 
Mohammed Valli. detained July last 
year after several months of evading 
arret, were both executive members of 
the United Democratic Front (UDF).a 
coalition of anti-apartheid organisa­
tion' Vusid Khanvile himself was Presi­
dent of the L’DF-affihated National 
Education Crisis Committee

As it is, analysis believe that no mat­
ter what Pretoria -ays. the freedom of 
the detainees cannot be guaranted — 
not until the several other political pris­
oner*. held under the state-of- 
emergency regulations arc set free. The 
problem is that Botha is harldly likely 
now to do ilir. ; meaning, of course, that 

i Marobc. Moosa and Khanyilc may be in 
for a long stay at the American consu­
late Its Ambassador to South Africa. 
Edward Perkins has promptly informed 
the racists that he will not do anything 
that will force them to leave against 
their will

%25e2%2580%2598.re.gr


New game plans
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clear up the “mess” at the Defence De­
partment, and use force to protect US 
interests abroad, and to fight terrorism. 
The Intermediate Nuclear Treaty (INF) 
was praised. But he charged that US 
diplomacy toward the Soviet Union re­
mains one of reacting to moves by 
Mikhail Gorbachev. The US has to be­
gin to take the initiative, he said, rathei 
than leave itself in the position of having 
to always respond to Soviet agendas.

of the West,” he went on, adding that if 
‘‘America does not lead the free world, 
the free world cannot have a leader.”

President Reagan, on the hustings for 
Bush in Missouri, promptly chipped in 
to say that he was "surprised" about 
what he called Dukakis’ “transforma­
tion” on the defence issue. Bush’s de­
fence and foreign policy position was 
also enhanced earlier in the week when 
former President Carter’s National 
Security Adviser Zbigniew Brze­
zinski agreed to join an elite group of 
pros and egg-heads he (Bush) set up to 
advise him on security matters. Besides, 
polls continued to favour him (giving 
him an eight percentage point lead in 

some cases); alt­
hough other polls 
are now showing 
that both men are 
dead even. Worse 
still for Dukakis, 
government figures 
released September 

that this
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the students urging him on, Du 
explained that what he is against, is the 
Reagan administration’s penchant for 
literally throwing money at defence pro­
jects and procurements. Aides later 
emphasised that his focus will be to take 
a look at the overall problem of Amer­
ican political and economic power, 
together with new challenges like drug 
trafficking and political brutalities of 
dictatorships in Latin America. Demo­
cratic leaders said they were generally 
impressed with the speech because, 
according to them, their candidate had 
all along been criticising the Reagan de­
fence policy without specifying details 
^cW^West Coast. Bush 

continued to press his case that me 
Democratic candidate cannot be trusted 
to pursue strong foreign and defence 
policies. "He is too negative about 
America," Bush said of his opponent. 
“He does not see America as the leader

for
/ernment
eased Sej 

14 revealed i______
year’s US trade de­
ficit has been around 
19 per cent below 
the rate for last year, 
meaning, of course, 
the nation’s trade 
and oveiall econo­
mic performance 
somewhat positive

The problem 
Bush has now is how 
to fight the wide­
spread belief that 
eight year ' ” 

ugh i

also . Oukakis and Bush Inohl): Now lor the real stall e'ight q{ ----

With the enthusiastic response from publican control are enough reason for 
ic students urging him on, Dukakis the country to head in a new direction.

•  ------ u~• u- In fact, even Republican economic poli­
cies have not been all that popular. 
Bush probably got a chance to feel pub­
lic pulse on the matter when over 500 
demonstrators, protesting a number of 
Republican policies, blocked the entr­
ance of a San Francisco, California 
hotel where he was addressing Republi­
can leaders September 15.

The Democrats are counting on their 
new campaign and hoping that it is now 
his own turn to tumble in the ratings. 
Dukakis’ aides themselves are expect­
ing that in two weeks they would have 
managed to turn his recent misfortunes 
around. They believe he stands to gain 
eventually, from the stance of resisting 
pressure to get in on the mudslinging 
act, adding that he is better placed than 
Bush to take advantage of the current 
issue-oriented phase of the campaigns.

By Chukwuomeka Gahla

Dukakis unfolds new campaign strategies
IT could have been inspired by the 
■ urgency of the deadline nis staff anx­
iously set for themselves. Or it could 
have come from his own guts. But all 
through last week, Michael Dukakis 
spoke and worked as if *1’" n""1 
has been read to him. 
campaign-killing, a 
stance. Gone was ...... (
speech style. And almost going 
standard serious mien. Il 
transformation.

His speech at 
Georgetown Uni­
versity, Washington 
DC drew rounds of 
unprecedented ova­
tion from
thousands of his stu­
dent listeners. He 
has apparently been 
asked to speak a lit­
tle more studiedly 
than he used 
*hilc allowing 
cadences to help 
up the moods 
prefers. Luckily
enough, the 
Georgetown outing 
showed that he is 
trying to master this 
new rope, just as 
u'cll. Aides s’ 
appear to have got 
him to agree to seize with both hands 
any reasonable chance he gets to get 
even with George Bush.

For now, they will like to have him 
spend some time responding—point by 
point, charge for charge — to the 
damaging criticisms from Bush. The 
Georgetown speech, for instance, was 
used to address charges that he is weak 
on foreign policy anil defence. The 
counter-offensive began with the posi­
tion that the issue remains one of having 
stamina for standing up to American 
adversaries. Then, he turned the heat 
on his opponent, faulting him for what 
he described as failure to resist pressure 
from the Iranian leader Ayatollah 
Khomcni over the Iranian arms sales, 
and failure to face the moral crisis of 
Iran-gate.

It was the first time Dukakis would 
touch comprehensively on his defence 
policy. He said he will maintain a strong 
nuclear defence force, beef up the con­
ventional forces (carriers, tanks, etc.),

I have been inspired by 
of the deadline his staff s

iCnlSLa v V.

i his owt
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»• if the final riot act 
ii.»i. Gone was the 

abovc-thc-affray 
the irritating, racy 
* 1 going was his

It was quite a
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Opposition leaders snub government election plans

if the present gcv- j

I■IPapal misadventure
Pope s Southern African tour runs into embarrass ~ne~t

Quest o' Botha
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BURMA
Rangoon in disarray

jhjquc and Swaziland were the 
intries

th the Pope ,
■

(BCP) demanded to see the 
r.-----nissioner and the

shoeshoe II. The)

EE ■MM

of respected ex 
the people, to h 
election

eminent handles the election, the exer­
cise may not be (tee and fan They have 
formed a pi ox incial gov emment headed 
bx General Aung Gyi. once Gen. Nc 
\\ in’s number two man. They have also 
suggested to President Mating that they 
should be allowed to supervise the 
general multi-party election, but he did 
rot agree with them In the past few 
months, oxer 3 .AM) people arc esti­
mated to have been killed during mis­
sive demonstrations against the ruling 
Socialist regime Recent clashes arc said 
to have claimed about 1.500 hves-At 
the Inscm prison in Rangoon, there 
were widespread shooting by the army, 
following a jail-break attempt by over 
’.(KM) in-matcs ,

Per now. leaders of the opposition 
groups have said that thex will not co­
operate with President Maung Mautt, 
m respect of his offer to conduct multi- 
partx elections m December this year. 
On the other hand, the opposite 

their own election
By AucutVrt* Artyanaai

Apart from the former ministers and 
retiree military men who mostly make 
up the group, a number of splinter erg.-, 
nisations are expected to join soon. 
These organisations are part of the 
groups that have been fightmg Rangoon 
for over 35 sears now

Maung Mating, a British-trained 
lawyer, new chairman of the ruling Bur­
ma Socialist Programme Parry XBSPP) 
promised the disadents that be would 
conduct a general election based on 
multi-cany system by December this 
year. The dissidents are saying that they 
do not want the government to super­
vise the electron They war.: the ferma- 

r.t. orr.-o<d 
accepted by 
c-d-ctofthe

■kl EARLY all the demands of the 
IW anti-gov emment demonstrators — 
abolition of one-party system, conduct 
of a multi-party general election and so 
on — have been conceded by the ruling 
government. Yet, Burmese protesters, 
out on the streets for many weeks now. 
are not satisfied. They arc not just con­
tinuing their protests, they are. in fact, 
asking current leader, Dr. Maung 
Maung to relinquish power entirely.

In the past week, the protests shifted 
to demands for total political, social and 
economic reforms. A new opposition 
party called League for Democracy and 
Peace has also been formed and it is 
jointly headed by U Nu, the first prime 
minister in 1948; former retired General 
and Defence Minister Tin Oo; and 
Asung Sang Su Kyi, daughter of Bur­
mese founding father Aung San

The autbontm dd r-* 
demands Instead .. 
Tuesday ragh! t - - 
South African and Lev 
personnel pounced -.5. 
suing shoot-out three 
gunmen were lulled i~.r 
wav arrested and two 
died from the injunes 
tamed when one of tht per. ,*• •-* 
hijackers were carrying exphr.'td fr 
hijackers, reports said, had t 
bus at Qadu nek, 150 ft 
miles southeast of Maseru -■■■ ■ 
disguised as pilgrims

Ironically, the f rst ever top 
year old Pontiff was makir 
gion came against the bickpr : 1 o; 
increasing repression in South Africa 
together with Pretoria’s devt ib 
strategy again: its nc 
left Johannesburg’s. 
by car to Lesotho, 
African 'ecunty 
Foreign Ministei 
was the only top gove 
that met the Pontiff in his short and

■ T was the last lap of a normal
■ ecumenical trip. Pope John Paul was 
headed for another rousing reception. 
Then, all of a sudden, things began to 
fall apart or so it seemed. The Air Zim­
babwean jet that was taking him to 
Maseru. Lesotho — the third countrv to 
be visited after Zimbabwe and Bost- 
wana on his ten-day African tour — ran 
into bad weather and made an unsche­
duled landing at the verv place the Pope 
wanted to avoid — Pretoria, in the racist 
enclave.

As if that was not enough embarrass­
ment. gunmen (September 13) hijacked 
a bus that was carrying more than 70 
Catholic pilgrims (including nuns and 
school children) going to welcome the 
Pontiff in Maseru, some 20 minutes af­
ter his arrival to continue the tnp. The 
hijackers were members of Lesotho Li­
beration Army (formed by elements 
from the proscribed Basuto Congress 
Party (BCP) opposed to overthrown 
former Prime Minister Chief Lebua 
Jonatnan).

They J 
British High Commi 
Lesothoan King.Most

ur.-^hcduled stay m the city.
!< pc John Paul began hr Ixsothoar. 
jr . fi-r suiting Zimbabwe (Septem­

ber i■ •- -13), where he • aid he is against 
.... <4 violence t<< achieve peace.

1 <.................. . nnded like his pre-
■ wcrriinr. th >' Catholic priests 
• 1 r ffinp-htir Recent-

• ■ ’■/, 1 . | in *,pcci;il audi-
• r. / " - ' ■ • i t! •• joint delegation 

,ih Ain i) ( .aholi-. Bishops
( i'-A< |j( i - nd the South

f uncil of < hnr< hrs. he equal- 
I. u-cd the occasion to ' pray that the 

ition 1 < hnctnn commumtH in South Africa 
leighbours. He had ' -ill foster only pca<.< ful means of re­
Jan Smuts Airport . -.ponding to the difficulties of present 

i. escorted by South j situation ” 
forces South African I Mo/.iml n _

ter. Roelof Pik" Botha ; . ther countries he wiled 
■.'emment official By Chukwuemeka Gtthln with rrports from 

; Auguttlne Anyanwu.
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Sunset on serenity
Upper class tenants in Lagos now shift abode

9
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t five years have witnessed 
-■vclopments in the real estate 

i than in the previous five, 
this has not affected the com- 
properties as much as residen­

tial. it has reached a stage that develop­
ers tag “property crisis.” Mr. Bode 
Adcdiji, managing director. Epcga and 
Company, in Lagos says his company 
has not developed any property since 
1983 I andlords too have not been able 
to put up buildings for as long. In the 
end. the real estate industry will be hard 
pul to counter the fall in available lett­
able space.

However, it is not the fault of de­
velopers and landlords. Cost of building 
materials has risen astronomically over 
the last five years. Available data indi­
cate that it costs about N40 per square 
foot to build a house in 1983. Today it

• ML Towers: Costly but still lures

EBATTERED by an economic down- 
Dinin. the real estate market in 
Lagos is experiencing a new shift. In an 
effort to leave more money in their 
pockets, people in the upper income 
bracket are no longer ogling posh 
homes in serene Ikoyi and Victoria Is­
land. Real estate agents say that even 
traditional residents of th ese areas now 
see to own homes in Ikeja, Yaba and 
Surulcre all on mainland Lagos. The 
trend has affected office space and re­
sidential housing. Though real estate 
prices have gone up by over KKX) per 
cent in the last ten years, the impact is 
becoming more acutely felt in recent 
times.

The past 
few new des 
industry 
Though 
mercial | N250.000. The original owner may h 

got a price, 400 per cent above cost 
the buyer may have saved some 
N 150,000 had he built a new home on a 
new piece of land.

The situation is a little different from 
what is happening in the business dis­
trict of central Lagos. Rent for first class 
office space, down by up to 30 per cent 
before SAP is picking up. Depending 
on location, quality and type of services 
available, office rentals are between 
N30 - N40 per square foot. But more 
than the rent, developers worry more 
about occupancy rate.

As a rule, a skyscraj 
offices should have a *

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■
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• Adedip: Situation not hopoloss
has gone up 300 per cent to about N160 
per square foot. When mirrored against 
a tonne of steel that sold for N25O five 
years ago and now selling for N2.5OO, 
the picture becomes clearer, says Ade- 
diji. Nor is that all. A 200-foot square 
piece of land where one could be found 
sells for up to N70.000 in Surulere. In 
Ikeja the same is between N 150,000 and 
N.300,000, while it could be anywhere 
between N500.000 and N1.5 million in 
the low density areas of Ikoyi and Vic­
toria Island. These choice estates could 
be had for 30-50 per cent less five years 
ago One reason given by sources at 
Jide Taiwo and Company, estate sur­
veyors and valuers, is that except for

corporate bodies, there are so many 
cases of defaults in rent payments, so 
that increasing rent in these times of 
Structural Adjustment Programme 
(SAP) would be counter-productive. 
That is not to say that rents are getting 
cheaper. A tenant still has to dole out 
N70.000 a year for a minimum of two 
years to lease a 4-bedroom duplex or 
N140.000 for a 2-wing duplex in Victor­
ia Island and Ikoyi up 10-20 per cent 
from two years ago. The same size of 
homes attract N30.000 to N40,000 in 
Apapa and N12,-15,000 in Lagos main­
land.

To wriggle out of such costs, coipo- 
rate bodies are moving away from high- 
rent districts to medium rent districts in 
the mainland. While this shift tends to 
push up prices, in the mainland, a natu­
ral reaction has been for the traditional 
mainlanders to move to the surbubs in 
search of cheaper housing. Also there 
appears to be an upswing in people 
buying ready-made properties or un­
completed projects to old ones for com­
pletion or renovation.

Although, the cost of such houses 
easily dwarfs the 
rental picture in the 
short term, estate 
agents believe that 
the payback period 
would usually be less 
than it would, if a 
bank had financed a 
new home at this 
time. However, with 
the naira at a low 
ebb, Nigerians resi­
dent abroad are 
cashing in on the 
windfall. According 
to one agent, a 
prominent sports­
man in America re­
cently bought a bun­
galow in Suru-Lere 
for

N250.000. The original o\

to the 
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‘“ring

ig ready-made proper 
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Chicken in flight 
Poufrypt AaVS go Desontf TJC’’
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alone H
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He had bowed to the 

i and the drv spell tn the 
■arket for pochi

| gone

supplies everything from g.itemen, air 
conditioners to power generating sets, 
and the tenants arc the better font.

It seems that although SAI* has made 
it difficult for people to develop new 
properties, users arc yet to feel the 
pinch But with fewer new offices and 
residential units springing up. there will 
cvme a time in the long run when the 
market would have been stretched to 
breaking point.

irffft reports from Lucky 
Fake*

*■ KFRN maintains several blocks 
ices and flats in the prime rent
Last year, some of their flats 
Ikoyi Crescent ate up some 

. CO each per sear and is going up 
In Victoria bland a block of flats ew red 
by Defence Industries Corporation of 
Nigeria, that doubles as both offices and 

rents for NSO.OOO pet 
annum. up N5dW from the scars ago 
In the same vein, the service charge has 
jumped oO per cent to NS. AX) each per 
year However. KFRN for instance. |

I an exclusive rnd »<;
I the words of Dr

■

i Care 1
But even the rich famcr is having a opcratr.’i 
hard time coping with the needs of the | allcgatio 
• Barmdole Poultry farnninp now tor the nth

poultn business’ the ban on imports* 
non of barley. malt and wheat is taking 
its toll Fhe cost of local substitutes, 
when they arc available, is prohibitive. 

Officials of Livestock Feeds 
in Ikcja. lAgos State are hard put to 
wriggle out of the stalemate, because 
the devaluation of the naira and the ex­
port advant• it . ives to farmers has 

I become counter productive tothcpoul-

' ’. i N2 ■ am compared to N450 last year
Short of funds, farmers bad cartar 

c.ohcd in on the Federal Government'll 
. r.cultural Io p. .. . of giving prior­
ity to their sector But even that has 

nc a m. C< ntnI Bank sources 
ndicak that while over N200 million 

is disbursed m loans between 1978 
d 19M to the poultry sector, the gov- 
iment ha* consistently de- 

ch rgesse in recent 
•'. By the I. t quarter of 1987, only 

•4 n hid been allocated to poul- 
production This year it is likely to

ther sectors. And ft ii 
’c'". .ted in the statistics Between 1981

I try production had only 
pone up by 3 '»»J tonnes.

What could have prompted the 
. '-mment to prune loan allocations to 

•* Mr M A Ikujanyo. acting 
m’.n-.rcr. Ashamu Group of

• ‘ i is in charge of the 
.c of the nch r: , j”o.,p • (He Afa Farms, Isolo. believes

• ■ th< loans granted have
'.n mivhr< fed However, officials of 

the Nir', nan Agricultural and Co-
. Bank (NA( B) insist that such 

.....ration is unfounded
As it is the farmer is stuck with 

produ;inp ,i day -old chick to maturity at 
NIK t.i'h with marginal cushioning 

1 from the ‘ale of ecgs The consumers 
I mu t pay the difference between the 
producers’ wholesale price of N16 and 
the middleman's "margin” which can 
be as much as eight naira.

By Lucky Flakpa and Herbert Ofeti

panes rate at all times in order to pay for 
itself in good time and keep up with 
necessary repairs and services. NAL 
Towers, the newest show-case on the 
Manna. Lagos, rents for about N38 per 
square foot and is fully occupied. Savan­
nah building, on Broad Street costs the 
same; it is newer, and already 75 per 
cent filled. But for only N28 per sauare 
foot. Financial Trust House is only 40 
per cent taken up. This level is consi­
dered depressing because the developer 
can not cam enough to service the 
building and maintain the facilities.

Even so, zXdcdiji says that the situa­
tion is not hopeless, Even if Balogun 
and Nnamdi Azikiwe areas of central 
Lagos are tight, every developer of first 
class office space has a pre-conception 
of the type of tenants they w ant. and are 
ready to wait. But accessibility is a big 
plus for office accommodation For ex­
ample. after Kingsway Stores fell in the 
rationalisation effort of L’ACN. the 
store along Manna was caned up into 
small units for retailers. The shopping 
centre is renting for an unprecedented 
N55 per square foot. But small retailers 
cashing in on the Kingsway name and its 
casy-to-rcach location believe they arc 
getting their money's worth

For the same reason of convenience. 
Ikoyi and Victoria Island areas appear 
to the flexing some competitive muscle 
with Lagos Island. In the past, thc-e 
offices could be got for k ss than N • 1 re r 
square foot. But as residents, especially I 
expertriates. want to work closer to 
their homes, there is some demand 
pressure on the few available office 
blocks. To keep up, whole blocks of 
residential flats are more and more 
being converted into offices in the Lot | 
five years.

Though rents in these class of busi­
ness districts appear not to have been 
affected by the dearth in new develop­
ment, the real estate valuer and 
architect’s jobs have been dented. 
While marginal and small operators 
have either gone under or diversified 
into other areas, the big players like 
Knight. Frank and Rutley. Nigeria 1 i- 
mited, (KFRN) remain afloat with 
emphasis on maintenance, services and 
rent collection I

Indeed, the whole story of prime 
office and residential rent is not told ’ 
until the estate agent adds cost for up­
keep; and the additional charges can be 
substantial

Estate fee. for instance, is statutorily 
pegged at five per cent of rent according 
to Nigerian Institute of Estate Sur­
veyors and Valuers. To this must be 
included maintenance and service
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bankruptcy

“ i African Bank, the Riv- 
tatc-owned commercial 

the fledgling for li«,c bank, has broken out of the 
will give them Ocio- vicious cycle of losses span­
deep. Two wccr nrent crude ning 17 years, thanks to fore- 
ber delivery o,"'lo||ars P»r ign exchange transactions 
was quoted at !■> " j„|lars and substantial recovery of

^?OPEC ^illS" b£ H47 4 mdhon last year.
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Kill

• a winnu 
tn some I

I

4V

(?) with 
wives are 

-e of one 
/list end up 
blitz

he has been he.. .: to say that there »♦ ouldbe 
wvr ’-nus A*r mobilising the masses for now 
accordingly. this is without bitterness.
this is the stuff that 1^2 will be made of, 
there s heats laughter for us all. devoid of 

binemess.

H's

But the millionaire asp:rant would not be done Two 
weeks ago. he again showed up at the lawyers conference in 
Kaduna to continue where he left off. This time. he letit be 
known that he had just formed a “Brotherhood Club" de­
void of bitterness which would transform into a po!.:;:s 
party by the third republic Patrons of the Club according to 
him would include. President Ibrahim Babangida and mem 
bers of the Armed Forces Ruling Council' Last h cek h uh the 
same message the millionaire was in Abuja to address the 

1 Constituent Assembly. Here the eagle-eyed security agents 
(we wonder where they had been all along) felt that the good 
joke had gone beyond the elbow. They picked up our 
President-to-be (?). presumably for a chat.

Meanwhile we hear that unnamed political wolves had 
I been calling frequently on the millionaire-aspirant to collect 
j funds under the pretext that they would help him mobilise the 
i masses. These frequent calls, we learn, have made this aspir- 
1 ant known for his largesse, less financially bouyant Right 1

Aspirations sans 
bitterness

I ^PHERE is an adage which states that one 
1 0 should  go e the monkey a long rope to hang 
j itself by. This is what we suspect that authorities 
I are doing w ith a one time presidential aspirant in 

the last republic. The presidential aspirant who also rolls in 
millions has quite for some time now made no pretentions 

j about contesting for the Presidency in the third r 
i course, without bitterness. We hear that on Augu 
j me eting of traditional rulers of the 11 Northern 
| millionaire — Presidential aspu 
I announced that he has a better c 

idential election in 1992. now that 
Shagan is banned. Chief Obafemi. 
Nnamdi Azikiwe is infirm. 4 qm 
bitterness, by a two-time military 
stopped the aspirant's crusade ahu.

republic, of 
past 17 at die 
n States, the 

irant caused a stir * hen he 
chance of winning the pres- 

U former President Shehu 
14 wolowo is dead an d D- 
lick call to order wuheut 

iry go\ emor of Gongcla State 
and calmed tradas onai 'ulerj

set game. It is usual for 
’ escape being ;

securely hid-

/ n rip!',-if,n. hr -aid, was the bane of progress 
'■‘‘i i.--.' ;hr i ', rrr.'/r received rounds of deafening 
app'. i ■ r ' rrmg ihi: most profound (?) speech Hr 
' < '■! >■. • nrd too tn thr applause Hut could it be this
’ ■rre ;... rrnor that got marrird huh a lavish bash only last 
m'.r.’h I,,- jJ., .car-old sweetheart, thr fourth tn his harem7

Stat'-. >mmi.'toners and traditional rulers we understand 
■■■ ■ re transported to thr far Northern state to rejoice 
the governor and hr. bride If our governor and hu i 
patrintu enough to take the government's advici 
woman /« four kid then His Excellency might 
having H> kids, that's if he's done with marital___

All of which reminds us of those cynic (they could be the 
radicals and extremists again whom the government has 
been waging a winning war) who would rather turn their 
noses up h hen some Excellencies give their golden precepts.

w■yi.s.7 rWo'incA and its petgan.:. 
W sc bury us head m ihe sand to

--.seed The problem is that while its head is 
den the nra of us (*o^v is quite exposed.

- c hot a man of erudite learning and a fellow 
•eseanch institutes should engage in h hat might.

regeracd ;-.e ostrich game The other day. the fellow
wsts rca-d g a gathering of his peers that at the going 

het ..id not afford to build a modest “boys-quarten' .
T. ■ c .■ -- •-< K -u.'., the fellow said words to the effect that
he • ■ ■.*. d has e to be a land of methusela to gamer enough | 

b^.ld es cn a modest house Could this be the same l 
—-i’!. we ^ndersund. who washed ' his new house situated :

• j< H< .-..oo k. Ascnuenear^
0 n J ids 2" I he h, use " h we dare K> i
describe as an architectural wonder has a bungalow in the 

wh.ch surprisingly metamorphoses into a 'torp 
bu. a.ng behind and ts complete with flowers and an Olym­
pic size fish pond on the spacious grounds

Ac*, we * <-nder how long it took our man who is in his 
"■-j a ' to save enough money to build the modest (?)

Icf \'A*dPl.Eh they 'as. arc better than precepts. But you 
Ski . . • r: ad by precepts thanby

: * hat happened to one of the 
.-r • rate hugs the River Niger. Well, you could 

- a * a: quite tn order to sound the patriotic
f?)alam no nferenct of doctors recently that govemmM 
w ouldfnd 11 a-.ffc ult to provide basic social amenities for the 
pf : > . • 'rr prr ■ rt rate of population increase was allowed
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