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Two tests conducted in 
Nigeria and abroad 
have confirmed the 
outbreak in the country of the 

deadly H5N1 virues or bird flu 
as exclusively reported on 
Monday by Daily Trust.

The tests were carried out

From Sani Babadoko, Joe 
Oroye & Isa Sanusi

at the National Veterinary Re­
search Institute, Vom in Jos 
and the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation Diagnostic 
Centre, Rome, Italy.

Daily Trust reported that 
the disease broke out over 
two weeks ago at poultry 
farms such as Sovet Nigeria 
Ltd, Kano, A.M.A. farms, 
Dankande and Sambawa 
farms on Kaduna-Zaria road 
leading to the death or

slaughter of 150,000 chick­
ens.

The symptoms, accord­
ing to poultry attendants are 
“swollen head, groin and feet 
which makes the infected 
birds wobble as they walk and 
collapse and die within min­

utes.”
Following the confirma­

tion of the disease, the gov­
ernment yesterday responded 
immediately, setting aside 
about N2 billion for the com­
pensation to the poultry farm­
ers.

The Minister of Agricul­
ture, Alhaji Adamu Bello, an­
nounced this to State House 
journalists while briefing them 
on the outcome of the Fed­
eral Executive Council meet­
ing yesterday.

Cont on Pg. 2 uFov —  —  w,u„u Cont on Pg. 2

Senate okays sack of 160,000 workers
—— ■-   _____ , stakeholders appear to sup-

Some chickens at one o f  the poultry farms... yesterday.

Tafa Balogun released
n n h e  former In .n .r tn r  ...............     number of days the convictThe former Inspector 

General of Police, Tafa 
Balogun, yesterday 
walked out of the Kuje prison 

a freeman after a six-month jail 
sentence for misappropriat­
ing billions of naira police 
funds.

Balogun voluntarily en­
tered a guilty plea to 56 count 
charge preferred against him 
and eight other companies by 
the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC).

The Nigerian prison 
spokesperson Mr. Kayode 
Odeyemi, told Daily Trust that 
the officer in charge of Kuje

ByRubyRabiu,
Senior Reporter

prisons confirmed the release 
of the former police boss.

According to Odeyemi, 
warrant of sentence allotted 
to Balolgun also includes the

days ______
spent in detention before he 
was hospitalized.

He stressed that the 
prison authorities have re­
leased him based on the terms 
stipulated in his warrant.

Police sources told Daily 
Cont on Pg. 2

The Senate yesterday 
set its seal on the pro­
posed purge in the fed­
eral civil service that may 

sweep off 160,000 workers.
This decision was taken 

following the adoption of the 
report of the Senator Felix 
Ibru-led committee on the es­
tablishment and service mat­
ters which probed the pro­
posed mass sack.

The Senator Ibru commit­
tee had presented its report, 
November 22, last year en­
dorsing retrenchment in the 
federal civil service.

Adopting the report with 
a few amendments, the Sen­
ate said it “recognises the 
need to inject new blood into 
the system but strongly ad­
vised the Federal Civil Service 
Commission and the Head of 
Service of the Federation, to 
ensure that they consult 
widely before implementing 
any reform programme.”

The report, as adopted by 
the senate, indicated that the 
Head of Service of the Fed­
eration, Alhaji Mahmud 
Yayale Ahmed, had in August 
last year, informed the com­
mittee that 160,000 civil ser­
vants would be affected by 
the purge.

By Habeeb I Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor

“Having regard to the 
decay in the civil service, all

stakeholders appear to sup 
port the proposed exercise 
(sack) provided government 
is fair and just in its implemen-

Cont on Pg. 2
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Constitution Review: Hearings hold Feb 20
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!Ihe National Assembly By Habeeb I. Pindiga, day, the Senator Ibrahim
v°ewCommitteevester" I Assistant Political Editor I Mantu-led committee is ex-view committee yester- . ------------------------- j  pected to complete its exer-

ay resolved to hold public ruary20to23. cise and present its report to
hearings on the review pro- Based on a new timetable the Senate and the House of
cess simultaneously m the six approved for the exercise at a Representatives by the end of
geo-political zones from Feb- closed door meeting yester- Cont on Pg. 2
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The Enumeration Area Demarcation (£AD ) * » the 2006 population 
and housing census has been compteted. the 6AO invokes division 
of the entire country into smaK land areas that can be convenient 
covered by apair of enumerators during the census period.

The Commission is currently checking these areas far quality and 
correctness. Members of the public are requested to cooper** *H » 
the QuaWy Control Officers.

The generat public is also requested to report to ffte Commission's 
Sate/FCT offices tf either their houses have not been numbered or 
visaed during the demarcation period {September, 20&* to 
December. 2005} ,

t.
The reports, which are expected not later than StftFebreary 2006, 
should be forwarded »irough any of ̂ feltow ing;

Physical contact -  National Population Commission offices 
(Headquarters and at) state capitals}

Telephone/SMS-09-5239450.
■ m i l a w
Fan: 09-5239450
E-mail - cccnpchq@yahoocom

09 «T0 < »9 7 , 08065399551
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According to the minister, 
| the poultry respiratory disor- 
i der was confirmed on Tues- 
j day, with the receipt of results 
j  of pathology tests carried out 
j on some birds at Sambaw* 
i farms in Jaji, Kaduna state.

The government, the min- 
| ister stated, took the action 
j following the reported mass 
j death o f birds on the farm 
adding that investigations 

j  were going-on in some other 
| poultry farms in some parts 
I of the- country.

Some states like Kano and 
Plateau where the incidence 
of suspected outbreak of the 
avian influenza has been re­
ported, are still under investi­
gations, he said. ’

At the federal executive 
council meeting yesterday, 
Alhaji Adamu Bello, stated 
the issue was thoroughly dis­
cussed to know its health im­
plications.

To check its spread, the 
minister said that all the birds 
suspected to have been in­
fected have been slaughtered 
and disposed appropriately, 

i He said the FEC had ap- 
! proved the payment o f N250 
j per bird as compensation es- 
j timated to cost about N2 bil- 
| lion, he said.

The Minister o f Health,
; he added, has put in place a 
| contingency plan to respond 
| to the human health fallout of 
i the outbreak of the disease.

However, the minister as- 
| sured that the federal govem- 
| ment was responding 
proactively to the disease in 

I order to contain it effectively.
He advised Nigerians not 

I to panic as those who might 
have cooked the infected 
poultry meat should not en­
tertain any fear of infection.

similarly in its report, the 
FAO said it has detected a 
highly pathogenic form of 
H5N1 after testing at a labo­
ratory in the Italian city of 
Padua. Suspicions about the 
virus were raised after the 

j  deaths of thousands of birds 
| in Nigeria.

Scientists fear that H5N1,
| which has killed at least 88 
j people in seven countries 
j since it re-emerged in late 
| 2003, could mutate into a form 
| that passes easily from per­
son to person, sparking a hu­
man influenza pandemic.

So far, victims have con­
tracted the disease through 
close contact with infected 
birds. Cases of human infec­
tion are relatively few com­
pared to the millions o f birds 
that have

contracted the disease.
The outbreak could have 

devastating consequences in 
Nigeria where millions keep 

: chickens in their backyards,
| FAO said.

It would be difficult for 
authorities to know whether 
any person has been infected 

j with the virus as mortality 
i rates in impoverished Nigeria 
I are among the highest in the 
i world and people are often 
j buried without any formal 
! medical check, it added.

A griculture M inister, 
Adamu Bello, said authorities 
would kill all chickens sus­
pected to be infected with 
bird flu and quarantine all 
suspected farms.

“The outbreak affected a 
commercial unit kept in bat­
tery cages in Jaji Kaduna 
state, the OIE said.

Juan Lubroth, senior of­
ficer for infectious diseases 
witfj the U.N. Food and Agri­
culture Organisation, said the

Bird flu Cont. from pg.
genetic composition o f the. 
virus found in Nigeria was 
similar to the strain detected 
in Asia and Turkey.

“The fact that the virus is 
able to spread very rapidly is 
o f  great concern,” he said. A 
team o f international experts 

• will travel to Nigeria to pro­
vide advice to tihe local au­
thorities.

Bello blamed illegal im­
ports for the outbreak.

M igratory-birds have 
been blamed for the spread of 
the virus westwards from 
Asia, but it is not clear how it 
reached West Africa after 
showing Up most recently in 
Eastern Europe, Iraq and Tur­
key. Experts agreed it was im­
portant to act quickly to try 
to contain the virus.

“What is most important 
now is not how it got into Ni­
geria but how it can be pre­
vented from leaving Nigeria,” 
said Associate Professor, Phil 
Hockey, ornithologist at the 
Percy jjitzPatrick Institute of 
African Ornithology in Cape 
Town.

“The prospect o f bird flu 
joose in sub-Saharan Africa 
is a scary one because o f the 
way that human and domes­
tic bird populations are so 
closely intermingled,” he told 
Reuters.

Thousands o f bird deaths 
have also been reported in 
Kano state, which borders 
Kaduna. The federal minis­
tries o f health and agriculture 
have not provided ihformation 
on how many birds have died 
or in which areas exactly.

In Kano city, poultry farm­
ers were trying to sell chick­
ens at less than half the nor­
mal price, including from 
farms where birds have been 
dying.

“I am confused. I lost 10 
birds yesterday in my little 
form and I cannot afford to lose 
more, so I came to the market 
to dispose many of my birds 
at these ridiculous prices,” 
said Ismail Musa.

He was sitting in a 
crowded Kano market with 10 
baskets that each contained 
about 20 birds.

A Federal Health Ministry 
official said on Tuesday be­
tween 10,000 and 15,000 dead 
poultry have been destroyed 
and the standard procedure 
was to bum the carcasses.

Meanwhile, the federal 
government has quarantined 
the Sambawa Farms on the 
Kaduna-Zaria highway as a 
result of the confirmed out­
break of bird flu which Daily 
trust reported exclusively last 
Monday before confirmation 
by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO), in Italy.

Whcn.Daily Trust visited 
the farm yesterday, there ap­
peared to be no chickens in 
the farm as all might have 
been destroyed to prevent the 
spread o f the dreaded avian- 
flu.

All the farm attendants 
were seen sitting by the ad­
ministrative block at the farm 
with none going near the 
evacuated poultry houses. 
Nobody was allowed to enter 
the farm.

The farm manager, Alhaji 
Sulaiman Ibrahim, said he still 
does not have his master’s 
authority to speak to the 
press. His boss, A lhaji 
Samaila Sambawa, the sports 
minister, is currently in Egypt 
for the Nation’s Cup tourna­
ment

At o ther farms in 
Dankande, the situation re­

mained the same where the 
farm attendant continued to 
kill the afflicted birds but with­
out protective gloves.

The Minister of Informa­
tion and National Orientation, 
Chief Nweke Jnr, told news­
men in Abuja that all affected 
birds will be destroyed and 
compensation paid on each, 
assuring that measures will be 
taken to prevent the spread 
to other parts of the country.

He also said medical 
teams have been sent to the 
affected farms but during our 
visit to Sambawa farms no 
federal officials were present.

It was gathered that the 
topic of the bird flu outbreak 
dominated discussions at the 
Kadqjia State executive coun­
cil meeting where Governor 
Ahmed Makarfi, directed that 
precautionary measures be 
taken to prevent any loss of 
lives.

Officials o f the state min­
istries o f  agriculture have 
been to the affected farms on 
the Kaduna-Zaria highway to 
access the extent of the out­
break and hope to give assis­
tance to affected commercial 
poultry fanners.

At Sambawa Farms where 
about 60,000 birds were said 
to have died, it was learnt that 
samples o f the afflicted birds 
were taken abroad for labora­
tory tests.

Although there are no 
human casualty, the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
virologists warned that the 
deadly H5N1 virus that has 
ravaged Southeast Asian 
poultry flocks and infected 
over 100 people with over 60 
deaths since 2003.

In Kano, an outbreak o f a 
disease suspected to be 
N ew castle disease has 
claimed over 30,000 birds.

The Director of Veterinary 
Services, Kano State, Dr. 
Salihu Jibrin, who confirmed 
the outbreak, said samples 
have already been taken to the 
National Veterinary Research 
Institute, Vom, for diagnosis.

The chairman, Kano State 
Chapter o f Poultry Farmers, 
Alhaji Muhammed Aminu 
Adamu, while commenting on 
the outbreak, said that the 
unfortunate incident has led 
to heavy losses.

We’ve not endorsed third term, says 
Governors’Forum
C hairm an o f  the 

Governors’ Forum and 
Governor o f  Akwa 

Ibom State, Obong Victor 
A ttah said in Abuja 
yesterday night that the 
Forum did not endorse the 
third term agenda at its last 
meeting.

Speaking at the opening 
o f the Forum’s meeting, the 
second in about one week, 

r Attah stated that “there was 
nowhere in our briefing in the 
last meeting where we said we 
endorsed the th ird  term 
agenda”.

He said that the media 
should exercise some 
restraints in the way they 
interpret events to suit their 
purpose, saying that “this 
tim e round, we would

By Sufuyan Ojeifo,
Special Correspondent

endeavour to issue a duly 
signed statem ent o f  the 
outcome of today’s meeting 
to forestall a
m isrepresentation o f  the 
decisions reached at this 
meeting”.

The meeting, which was 
scheduled to start at 5 p.m., 
did not start until about 8.35 
p.m. Attah, presided over the 
meeting, which had thirteen 
out o f  the thirty-six state 
governors in attendance as 
at the time it started.

He said that yesterday’s 
meeting was convened to 
“review  the assignm ents 
given to m embers o f  the 
Forum at the last meeting”.

He did not give specific 
details of the assignments.

Recall that at the last 
m eeting, the Forum 
sign ificantly  endorsed a 
comprehensive review and 
am endm ent o f  the 1999 
constitution o f the Federal 
Republic o f Nigeria.

It also took a position 
against zonal or sectional 
meetings, which it said were 
capable o f  fanning the 
embers o f disunity.

Those in attendance were 
Governors Chris Ngige 
(Anambra), Adamu Aliero 
(Kebbi), Lucky Igbinedion 
(Edo), James Ibori (Delta), 
Sam Egwu (Ebonyi), 
Olagunsoye Oyinlola (Osun), 
Bukar Abba Ibrahim (Yobe), 
Achike Udenwa (Im o), 
Ahmed Makarfi (kaduna), 
Donald Duke (Cross River) 
and Peter Odili (Rivers).

March.
Daily Trust findings last 

night indicated that the 80- 
member committee will break 
into six groups to hold the 
public hearings concurrently 
in die six centres. '

Venues o f the hearings 
are Maiduguri (Northeast), 
Katsina (Northwest), Lafia 
(N orth-central), Osogbo 
(Southw est), A bakaliki 
(Southeast) and Port 
Harcourt (South-south).

Each of the six tour groups 
is to be led by one o f the leg­
islators.

The group chairmen, all 
o f them senators o f the ruling 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP), are Abubakar Sodangi 
(N asaraw a), Oserheim en 
O sunbor (Edo), Dalhatu 
Tafida (Kaduna), Iyabode 
Anisulowo (Ogun), Ifeanyi 
Araraume (Imo) and Jonathan 
Zwingina (Adamawa).

The new timetable as ap­
proved yesterday indicated 
that from today to February 
19, the committee would em­
bark on publicity, while pub­
lic hearings would kick off si­
multaneously in the six cen­
tres on February 20.

A fter concluding the

Constitution review com jrompg. i
hearings on February 23, the leadership and no vote was 
committee would consider re- taken, 
ports o f the tour groups and But there were pockets of
draft a final report for presen- protests, with Senator
tation to the two chambers by Mahmud Kanti Bello chal-
late March.

These decisions, a reliable 
Daily Trust source said, were 
announced by the committee

lenging the decision to ap­
point only PDP senators as 
group chairmen. He was, 
however, ignored.

tation,” the senate resolved.
Other recommendation as 

approved by the Senate in­
clude: “that the Federal Civil 
Service Commission, in exer­
cising its constitutional pow­
ers, should ensure that the 
extant rules are strictly ob­
served.

“That in drawing die final 
list o f officers to be affected, 
the Head o f the Civil Service 
o f the Federation, in conjunc­
tion with the committee ap­
pointed for the exercise, 
should involve the Federal 
Character Commission, the 
Labour Union, the Civil Ser­
vice Union, the Joint National 
Public Service Negotiating 
Council and any other body 
concerned with the recruit­
ment of officers into the pub­
lic service.

That before the imple-

Senate Cont. from pg.

Trust that during their rou­
tine visit to the Kuje prisons, 
they had witnessed the re­
lease of Balogun, but could 
not provide information on 
who came to pick him from 
the prison yard.

When contacted, Tafa 
Balogun’s lead counsel dur­
ing his trial, C h ief 
Adegboyega Awomolo 
(SAN), said that although he 
could not verify his client’s 
release, the report could be 
true.

He said that he thought 
Balogun was due out o f  
prison tomorrow (February 
10), but added that he was not 
quite sure of the date because 
he was at the moment in 
Kaduna.

He however said that his 
release would have to do with 
the way and manner the Ni­
gerian prisons counted their 
calendar which is quite differ­
ent from the normal one.

He said he was not aware 
that his client is free.

M eanwhile, Tunji 
Abayomi, also counsel to 
Balogun, also told Daily Trust

Tafa Balogun Cont from pg. 1
that he was unable to reach quiries by the EFCC into his

mentation of the downsizing/ 
rightsizing policy of the fed­
eral government, a skill acqui­
sition programme should be 
established to cater for the 
victims o f the exercise.

“That the federal govern­
ment should ensure that all 
the officers to be affected be 
paid their full entitlements; 
that the federal government’s 
implementation committee in 
charge o f the exercise should 
provide the Senate with a 
comprehensive list o f  af­
fected officers including all 
relevant data and should be 
gazetted.

“Government as a matter 
o f policy, re-establish farm 
settlements in every local 
government area in Nigeria to 
absorb some o f the unem­
ployed graduates and school 
leavers.”

his client because he is still in 
prison.

Abayomi stated that he 
could not confirm the release 
because he has been travel­
ing around and was yet to get 
in touch with Balogun.

When contacted, the 
EFCC’s Head of Media and 
Publicity, Mr. Osita Nwaja, 
told Daily Trust, that he does 
not have to be aware when 
Balogun is released from 
prison.

He said the commission 
has completed its case on the 
former IG and released him 
into the proper custody of the 
proper authority.

He added that i f  the 
prison felt he has finished his 
jail term, that sits well with the 
commission.

He however said that the 
commission still has a pend­
ing case against Balogun and 
was determined to follow it to 
its conclusion.

Balogun’s initial 56 count 
charge was amended to eight 
count criminal charge of fail­
ing to comply with lawful en-

acquisition of landed proper­
ties in Lagos and Abuja and 
his acquisition of large num­
bers o f  publicly  quoted 
shares in blue chip compa­
nies.

He was convicted when 
he agreed that his conduct 
contravened section 38(2) (b) 
o f the EFCC establishment 
Act, 2004.

He agreed that he misused 
his office to get rich.

Justice Binta M urtala 
Nyako, in her ruling during 
“Balogun’s trial, said that by 
virtue o f Balogun’s former 
post as the highest law en­
forcer in the country, he 
should have upheld all the 
laws of the land and be more 
co-operative with security 
agents as part of his consti­
tutional duty.

She said, “bearing in mind 
the substance of the case and 
the fact that Balogun has 
shown remorse during the trial 
and saved the time o f the 
court by pleading guilty, the 
judge will tamper justice with 
mercy.

“This does not mean that 
punishment will not be pre­
ferred against him, as his case 
will be cited as an example to 
show that no one is above 
the law,” the judge said.

Balogun was sentenced 
to six months in each t)f  the 
eight count charges and or­
dered to pay a fine o f  
N500.000 on each o f  the 
charges amounting to N4 mil­
lion.

Nyako ordered that 
B alogun’s sentence be 
counted from the day he was 
arrested, stressing that his 
detention which amount to 67 
days, be included in his sen­
tence, which she said should 
run concurrently.

Balogun will conse­
quently serve a jail term of 
iess than 4 months and pay 
back to the coffers of the fed­
eral government the sum of 
N4 million.

He is also to forfeit all in­
terests in the case and turn 
over all his assets to the fed­
eral government.



% We were trailed from Kaduna -Naja ’atu
T T  ai ' va N a ja ’atu Rv *h„hll ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■  JH Muhammad, wife 

o f a renown jour­
nalist, Dr. Saleh Halliru, has 
said Jhat her husband was 
trailed and shot by unknown 
gunmen at Utako district in 
Abuja for unknown reasons.

Hajiya Naja’atu, a critic of 
President Obasanjo’s admin­
istration, told this reporter in 
her Wuse residence, Abuja 
that a strange vehicle started 
trailing her and the husband 
from Kaduna when they Were 
returning to Abuja on Sun­
day.

“When we realized that on 
several occasions the vehicle 
will over take us then slow 
down for us to pass, I told 
my husband to park at Suleja 
by the express and allow it go 
far. Thereafter, we drove into 
Abuja safely He took me to 
Sami Wadata clinic where I 
was admitted. It was my ail­
ment that brought me to 
Abuja for medication,” she 
said.

Hajiya Naja’atu said the 
next day being Monday, Dr. 
Halliru brought food and 
other provisions to her in the 
morning and stayed up to 
10:45am before he left for his 
office at Utako.

“After about one hour to 
one hour 30 minutes, the 
medical doctor came looking 
after me, came in and told me 
that something has happened 
to my husband but 1 
shouldn’t worry he will soon 
be alright. I asked if it was an 
accident, he said no.
. “The doctor’ led me to 
where my husband was lying 
in the pool o f his blood. It was 
then I was told that he was 
shot by gunmen at Utako on 
his way to his office. There 
and then, I recalled some­
thing that happened the pre­
vious night when he was 
with me in the hospital. Some­
body came in and told us that 
some fierce looking people in 
a bus .came into the hospital 
premises and parked near our

By Shehu Abubakar,
Reporter

car. They looked round and 
left,” she said.

Naja’atu said though she 
would not want to draw a con­
clusion on who did what or 
blame the attack on anybody, 
“ I am still wondering wh^a 
man like Saleh should be at­
tacked. He is on his own. He 
has no hands in anything and 
is not in politics. Why?” she 
'■asked.

When this reporter vis­
ited the scene o f the attack at 
Solomon Lar way, Utako dis­
trict, an eyewitness who sim­
ply identify himself as Ike, 
said the attackers who were 
in a green Peugeot 406 car, 
used their vehicl* to.hit Dr. 
Halliru’s Honda. 2003 model 
from behind. '

“ I was sitting down be­
side the road when they hit 
his car from behind at the 
junction. Three people came 
out and went straight to his 
Honda and dragged him out 
while their Peugeot went 
about 100 meters ahead and 
parked.

“ As they dragged him 
out, the next thing we heard 
was the sound o f a gun. 
They entered the vehicle and 
zoomed off while theirs fol­
lowed. Few meters after they 
zoomed off, the front bumper 
o f their Peugeot which they 
used in hitting his car, fell off. 
Maybe they did not observe 
it. They went away and left it. 
We took the bumper which 
has the plate number o f the 
vehicle on it and put it beside 
the road.

“The plate number on the 
bumper that fell from the 
Peugeot was FG 06 D20. Some 
people who came a few min­
utes later joined me in carry­
ing him into a vehicle where a 
man and a woman followed 
him to a hospital. He tried 
severally to stand up, but he 
will fall back. I did not follow 
them to the hospital. But

"The plate number on the bumper that 
fell from the Peugeot was FG 06 D20. 
Some people who came a few minutes 
later joined the in carrying him into a 
vehicle where a man and a woman fol­
lowed him to a hospital. He tried sev­
erally to stand up, but he will ftill back. 
I  did not fdllow them to the hospital. 
But when later some people who 
claimed to be working with him in the 
same office came and we told them 
what happened, they went and brought 
policemen from Utako division who 
came and carried the bumper away with 
the platenkMb&rf’ he said.

Dr. Saleh Halliru
when later some people who 
claimed to be working with 
him in the same office came 
and we told them what hap­
pened, they went and brou­
ght policemen from Utako di­
vision who came and carried 
the bumper away with the 
plate number,” he said.

At the National Hospital 
where Dr. Halliru was admit­
ted into the intensive care 
unit (ICU), medical workers 
said he was successfully op­
erated on and the bullet that 
was 4 centimeters away from 
his heart has been removed.

The operation which was 
said to have been carried out

the same Monday he was 
transferred from Sami Wadata 
clinic to the National Hospi­
tal, was administered by Pro­
fessor Musa and one other 
doctor.

Though Dr. Hallirucould 
not be reached for comments 
as he was said to be resting, 
medical personnel in the unit 
and numerous sympathizers 
who had earlier seen him, said 
he is fast responding to treat­
ment.

When contacted for com­
ments, FCT commissionerof 
police, Mr. Lawrence Aidbi’, 
said the matter is being inves­
tigated. He said no stone will

Hajiya Naja ’atu Muhammad

be left un-tumed to track the 
attackers and the vehicle they 
took away.

Reliable sources at the 
criminal investigation depart­
ment o f the command told this 
reporter that Mr. Alobi has 
actually given “a definite in­
struction” to do everything 
possible to track down the 
attackers.

The source said a signal 
has since been sent to all for­
mations while a crack team of 
detectives from the command 
has been detailed to co-ordi­
nate the hunt for the attack­
ers.

Dr. Halliru who was de­

scribed by his friends and 
close associates as a very 
humble gentleman, was a 
London based staff o f the 
British Broadcasting Corpo­
ration (BBC) before he re­
turned to Nigeria to take up 
appointment with the Nige­
rian Communications Com­
mission (NCC), as the Chief 
Executive o f IT-based Digital 
Bridge Institute, Abuja.

At the ICU where Dr. 
Halliru is being admitted, it 
was observed that armed po­
licemen in plainclothes have 
been stationed to provide 
security."

Armed policemen drafted to guard National Secretariat of the All['Nigerians Peoples Party (ANPP). because o f  the 
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2007: NUF takes unity 
campaign to NASS

^   growing membership.p mpmhorf At tha ! Z ~ I I i — . .

Some members o f the 
House o f Representa 
tives in the National 
Unity Forum, yesterday be­

gan a nationwide mobiliza­
tion o f Nigerians toward po­
litical unity o f the country in 
2007.

The legislators who made 
this known in a communique 
made available to Daily Trust 
in Abuja, said that the forum, 
in collaboration with reli­
gious and traditional institu­
tions, would work tirelessly 
towards a successful re­
demption o f unity among Ni­
gerians. <

“The National Unity Fo­
rum is an assemblage o f 
members o f the House o f 
Representatives from differ­
ent parts o f Nigeria who are 
vehemently united by the sin­
gular desire to ensure the re­
awakening o f Nigerians to 
the need to shelve unwar­
ranted crisis, distrust and dis­
unity,”  the communique said.

The communique said 
that as representatives o f the 
Nigerian peoples, the legisla­
tors would not sacrifice the 
credentials o f a united Nige­
ria for the kind o f disunity 
being canvassed by some 
selfish politicians.

By Habeeb I. Pindiga & 
Abdullahi M. Gulloma,

Reporter

The five-page
communique reads in part: Ni­
geria is not the only country 
in the world that was created 
with ethnic nationalities. It 
would be very wrong to think 
that any o f the various ethnic
groups would survive alone T ' T "  ‘ .........~
and surpass the greatness o f .wanted governors to also 
a united Nigeria * benefit from the third term

“Over the years, we have a8enda> the legislator said, “ I f

He said the group would 
work for the expunging o f the 
tenure limit foe executive of­
ficers from the 1999 constitu­
tion so that popular leaders 
would not be restricted by 
what he called military “hang­
over” o f arbitrary frontiers on 
tenure.

Asked . i f  the group

built human and physical as 
sets together. How do we now 
share these assets i f  we 
choose to segregate without 
reverting to unending bloody 
ipter-tribal wars? The human 
and developmental wounds 
sustained during the 1967- 
1970 civil wars are yet to heal.” 

Addressing a news confer­
ence at the National Assem­
bly in Abuja yesterday, chair­
man o f the forum, Hon David 
Idoko (PDP, Benue state), said 
the group was firmly behind 
the constitution amendment.

He, however, said the 
group would support all pro­
posed constitution amend­
ments including the “contro­
versial one.”

One o f the leaders o f the 
group, Hon. Chuma Nzeribe, 
said that the group has 250

a governor has performed 
well, and his party allows him 
to serve additional term, it’s 
for the electorate to decided 
to return him for third term or 
not. We are saying that re­
striction on tenure should go 
to the party constitution and 
not the national constitu­
tion.”

Kano govt cancels 
contracts with Denmark
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Non-payment of salaries bites hard on
Workers in Bomo state 1 T |  \  T T  has ordered a freeze oiironworkers- Borno NLC

i:i!

he Kano state govern 
ment has cancelled its 
contract agreement 

with Denmark for the provi­
sion o f Independent Power 
Supply System for the state.

The decision followed the 
adoption o f the resolution o f 
the State House o f Assembly 
that called on the state gov­
ernment to severe all trade and 
business links with Denmark 
and Norway worldwide over 
the blasphemous cartoon 
publication by a Danish and 
Norway newspapers on 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

A statement signed by the 
Director, Press and Media * 
Affairs, Alhaji Sule Yau Sule, 
banned the importation o f all 
Danish and Norwegian fin­
ished goods and products to 
Kano state. The ban also af-

From Musa Uinar Kazaure,
Kano

fects electronics appliances 
and equipments made in 
Denmark and Norway.

Part o f  the statement 
reads. “The state government 
also wishes to draw the at­
tention o f the federal govern­
ment to remind the United 
Nations on its charter o f 1945, 
chapter 1, Articles 101 which 
emphasises respect for reli­
gious before and to punish 
culprits who are against such.

The statement also en­
joined Moshim all over the 
country, especially Imam of 
Mosques to their prayers 
against the progress o f Den­
mark and Norway for their 
support given to such de­
grading publication on the 
Prophet Muhammad (PBUH).

Fire guts Hadejia General Hospital
An c.------ - r r, ■ -* -  - *

En overnight fire out 
rage believed to have 
>een started by elec­

trical fault, has gutted the 
Hadejia General hospital de­
stroying laboratory equip­
ment worth over N 15m.

The fire, according to wit­
nesses, said the female ward 
o f about 50 patients was razed 
although no life was lost.

The development, Daily 
Trust reports, forced epilep­
tic services as the hospital 
runs on temporary site.

Additional reports says a 
mob capitalized on the in­
ferno to break into the 
Hadejia market and cart away

From Hassan A. j^arofi, in
Dutse

of capitalizing on the incident 
to steal from the market.
 ̂ , Confirming the incident, 
state’s police commissioner, 
Abubakar Sardauna, said al­
though four stalls were bro­
ken at the market, “ it is not 
true that the police has any­
thing to do with it,” he said.

Meanwhile, officials o f 
the state emergency relief 
agency led by the permanent 
secretary, Hadejia Ladi 
Dansura, are expected to visit 
the hospital to assess the 
damage and possible relief to 
the victims.

m lliG BS^o^ira  woifth of, v  .^ g a ^ y  N ^ h a ^ b e e p . 
prSp(*rti6s, oJ approved tofiay ^cor^mg to,

Some residents who lost the state’s Health commis-
properties to the market five sioner, Muktar Bimiwa for
outbreak, however, blamed immediate renovation .of the
tf lP  n n l lP P  w f ir*  q p p i i c p /̂  H a m a r r o r l  l i A c n i t o l

orkers in Bomo state 
have cried out over 
the non payment o f 

their January salaries even as 
the state government has as­
sured that it is addressing the 
problem.

In a telephone chat with 
Daily Trust yesterday. Chair­
man o f the Nigeria Labour Con- 

| gress (NLC), in the state, Com­
rade Bukar Ngamdu, explained * 
that workers received their De­
cember salaries before Christ­
mas and were expecting that 
their January salaries would 
come in good time before the 
end o f January.

Ngamdu added that the 
workers were also expecting 
other allowances apart from the 
salaries, including annual sal­
ary increment, promotion 
merger o f certain individually 
paid allowances with the main 
salaries as well as increment in 
the allowances o f pensioners, 
among others, adding however, 
that the delay in making these 
payments has made workers 
unable to address their family 
responsibilities.

The situation is biting hard 
on workers. Many workers 
could not pay their children’s 
school fees as the new school 
session begins while many oth­
ers on in service training could 
not pay for their registration 
fees because they do not have 
money...Even marketers and 
traders are complaining be­
cause without the workers go­
ing to buy from the markets, no 
serious commercial activities 
can take place,” the NLC chair­
man said.

Comrade Ngamdu therefore 
appealed to the state govern­
ment to quickly address the 
situation even i f  by ‘taking a 
soft loan from the banks’ in or­
der to alleviate the suffering o f 
those in its employ.

Daily Trust gathered that 
the state governor, Alhaji Ali 
Modu Sherrif, has cut short a 
visit to Abuja to return to 
Maiduguri in order to address 
the workers’ salaries problem.

The state’s Head o f Ser­
vice, Alhaji Bulama Mali Gubio, 
told our correspondent yester­
day that the state government 

%  looking f6r alternative means 
to pay the workers, including 
the possibility o f obtaining a 
loan to pay the salaries, pend­
ing the release o f funds to the

Fj-om Abdullahi Bego,
Issistant Editor Maiduguri

count.
Gubio added that gover­

nor Sheriff is so concerned 
about the situation o f the 
workers that he has ordered

a stop to all expenditures by 
government ministries and 
departments until the salaries 
issue is completely ad­
dressed.

“We know the situation is 
affecting workers. The gov­
ernor is so concerned and he

on a
spending, including trave 
allowances.. .he has even ci 
his visit to Abuja to addres 
the problem. I f  the federal ac 
count cannot be ready befor 
the end o f this week, w 
would look to the possibilit; 
o f obtaining a loan to pay th 
salaries. Already, meeting 
on that are going on” , thi 
Head o f Service explained.

Apology not atonement for blasphemy
^  "j T  i | |  fe T  fnllnw prc at I f n v l - \ n l  n

— m k z a k y  t e l l s D e n m a r k
a r ia -  b a s e d  Is la m ic  j From Waziri isa Gwantu, j
scholar and leader of the 

  Islamic movement in Ni­
geria, Sheikh Ibraheem Zakzaky, 
has described as ridiculous and 
totally unacceptable, the apol­
ogy tendered by the Danish 
government for the blasphe­
mous cartoon on the holy 
prophet of Islam.

Sheikh Zakzaky who called 
on global Muslims to rise 
against the blasphemy and re­
ject the apology, argued that “ in 
Islam, there is atonement for 
every sin committed by man 
and the atonement for blas­
pheming the prophet of Islam- 
Muhammad (SAWA) and in­
deed any other prophet o f A l­
lah including Jesus Christ, is 
not apology.”

Leader of the Islamic move­
ment who stated this yesterday 
while addressing hundreds of 
thousands o f Muslims who 
converged in the ancient city 
of Zaria from different parts of 
the country to protest the blas­
phemous publication, stressed 
that, “ I f  Denmark truly wants* 
the Muslim world to forgive her 
for this grievous crime, she 
should apprehend and punish 
the culprits appropriately”.

On the claim by Denmark 
and their collaborators that the 
cartoon was in line with the free­
dom of speech, Shaikh Zakzaky 
berated holders o f such views 
pointing ouf-.that, “ I f  the so 
called freedoA o f speech in 
Europe and the West means 
tolerating madness and blas­
phemy in everything including 
their religion, the reverse is the 
case in Islam.

“ I f  Europe and the West 
takfe their rdigidff, i f  they have' 
{^ itiU l.v fiir  #}oke,%ir(Mus- 
lims) take Islam seriously and 
that is why we do not always 
hesitate in coming-out to con-

Correspondent, Zaria
prophet and the religion lie 
brought to mankind—Islam”, 
Zakzaky cautioned.

He regretted that the 
Western World has been de­
vising different kinds o f plots 
to ridicule Islam and its ad­
herents, who are the only vi­
able alternative to their soon- 
to- be old fashion system of 
governance.

“They have for long been 
disguising under the freedom 
of speech to mock Islam and 
Muslims. The time to check 
this mess has come and it is 
either Muslims ignore the 
trivial differences among 
them and unite to protect their 
faith or watch their enemies 
destroy them and their faith.” 
he warmed.

The demonstration which 
was organized under the aus­
pices of the Sheikh Ibraheem 
Zakzaky-led Islamic move­
ment in Nigeria, coincided 
with the movement’s annual 
peaceful Ashura demonstra­
tion which is usually marked 
all over the world to mourn 
the brutal killing o f the grand­
son of Holy of the prophet of 
Islam, Imam Hussain and his

followers at Karbala.
Sheikh Zakzaky who 

called on global Muslims to 
wake up from their long slum­
ber and face the challenges 
of defending Islam which is 
today called terrorism and its 
followers terrorists, noted 
that this can only be done 
by emulating the spirit of sac­
rifice demonstrated by Imam 
Hussain and his followers.

“It is only by emulating 
the spirit o f sacrifice of this 
grandson of the holy prophet 
o f Islam that we can liberate 
ourselves and our religion 
from the attacks of the west­
ern world”, he noted.

The demonstrators, who 
took over, for several hours, 
the ever busy and major 
roads in the ancient city, were 
chanting anti-Danish, anti- 
American and anti-Israel; slo­
gans, took off from the Fri­
day mosque o f Sabongari 
through Tudun Wada to 
Kofan-Doka, Zaria, where the 
demonstration terminated 
peacefully.

“Death to Denmark! 
Death to Norway! Death to 
France! Death to Germany! 
Death to Italy! Death to 
Spain! Death to Netherlands! 
Death to America! Death to 
Israel!, were some of the slo­
gans that were chanted by 
the demonstrators.

Obasanjo reshuffles cabinet
I  resident O lu s e g u n  ByJoeOroyePresident Olusegun 

Obasanjo yesterday 
effected a minor cabi­
net reshuffle to accommodate 

newly-appointed minister, Dr. 
Grace Ogbeche.

portfolio replacing her with 
Ogbeche.

The President also moved 
the jpinister o f state for edu-

Ogbeche was recently ap- cf on: Mrs‘ H£al,in™ Alao’ t0
pointed to replace sicked mmtstey o f health m the
Environment !M!itifster ‘same capably.!/to r  

Iyorchia Ayu. In the reshuffle, Ogbeche was swom-in at
Obasanjo moved the minister the start o f yesterday’s fed-
ofstate for health, Mrs. Helen eral executive council meet-



From Sani Babadoko,
Bureau Chief Kaduna.

| L-R; V  'hinwe Obaji, Minister o f  Education, Malam Nasiru Ahmed El-Rufai, FCDA Chairman, the new Minister o f  State Education, Dr. M  rs. Grace 
Ogucnt i v; (f he Senior Special Assistant to President Obasanjo on Media and Publicity, Mrs. Oluremi Oyo, after the swearing-in ceremony o f  the Minister 
held at th« Si > ' rjouse Abuja... yesterday

Despite the current 
freezing o f the 
accounts o f  the 
| Plateau state government, 

the government has given its 
commitment to the NLC in the 
state that it would pay the 
January salary o f workers 
immediately the federal 
government releases the 
January allocation to states.

Chairman o f the NLC in 
Plateau state, Comrade Yusuf 
Zambuk, who disclosed this 
while speaking with our 
correspondent in his office 
in Jos, said the assurance is

assures NLC of workers salary
Bj i akiva Mohammed &

A nun »  Agbese, Jos
partly why th“ NLC is not 
contemplating leading the 
workers on a general strike to 
demand their wages,

Zambuk who said he has it 
on good authority that only 
about four states in the 
federation have been able to 
redeem their responsibility to 
workers in terms o f the 
January salary, said most o f 
those that have been able to 
do so took loans from the 
banks to achieve that.

Review waiver on textile 
materials-Walid Jibrin

0

lhairman, textile groups 
in the Manufacturers 
Association o f Nigeria 

j (MAN), Senator Walid Jibrin, 
jhas called on the federal 
I government to review its 
waiver for the importation of 
certain textile materials to 
encourage local mills.

He told the Daily Trust. 
Tuesday, in Kaduna that the 
waiver by the federal 
[government for some 
' industry operators to import 
viscose and filament yam is 
going to undercut local 
industries that have invested 
in its production in Nigeria.

Walid said his company, 
the United Nigeria Textile, the 
only one still in production 
in Kaduna, has invested over 
N1.5 billion through a Bank 
o f Industries (BOl) loan to 
produce denim products 
used in producing jeans 
materials after it was 
encouraged by the federal 
government that it would be 
protected.

However, he wondered 
why the federal government

From Sani Babadoko,
Bureau Chief, Kaduna

o f denim, viscose, filament 
yarn to Phoenix Garment 
Company, a foreign owned 
firm

He said the policy should 
be reviewed so that it would • 
adequately address the issue 
to ascertain the quantity o f 
raw materials that can be 
imported and under a 
specified period so as not to 
turn the country into a 
dumping ground for sub­
standard and fakp textiles.

The textile group, he said, 
has been at the forefront o f 
the country's effort to benefit 

' from the United States policy 
o f the African Growth and 
Opportunities Act (AGOA), 
adding that inconsistent 
policies have been 
sabotaging the efforts.

He said the textiles sector 
has been suffering the effects 
o f smuggling, commending 
the recent raid by the custom 
on China town in Lagos but 
added that its scope should 
be expanded to other entry

The NLC chairman said he 
has however been assured 
by the state’s Accountant 
General that the state 
government is working 
towards the payment o f the 
January salaries as soon as 
the January allocation are 
made available to the states.

Daily Trust learnt that the 
state government has been 
able to secure the 
commitment o f the federal 
government to enable it 
withdraw enough to pay the 
monthly salaries from the 
frozen accounts.

The NLC chairman who 
explained why the congress 
asked its members to ignore 
rumours o f an alleged 
intended strike by the union, 
said it is too early, going by 
the statutes o f the NLC for 
such an action to be 
embarked upon as according 
to him, it is still not clear in 
whose interest such an 
action would be.

“ 1 am telling you that from 
the interaction we have had 
with the workers, most o f 
them are willing to make a 
sacrifice to see if the current 
investigation by the EFCC 
would solve the problem of 
the state. So am not sure in 
whose interest the purported 
strike would be. Is it the 
workers who are willing to 
make the sacrifice or the state 
government or who’ ?” he 
stated.

The union chairman who 
said the union is cautious in 
the particular circumstance 
not to be seen to have taken 
sides, said he is not afraid o f 
whatever interpretation may 
be given to the union’s 
present stance saying as far 
they are concerned, they 
consulted widely with their 
members before arriving at

this place would have long 
been taken over by them. But 
since you came) did you 
notice any crowd or 
something like that? So I am 
telling you that they are 
prepared to wait,”  he stated.

He said at the moment the 
NLC is more concerned with 
pursuing the motor c^kle 
loans promised workers by 
the current administration in 
the state which he says 
bears more relevance to 
improving the welfare o f 
workers in the state as it helps 
them to be self sustaining.

Due to this, Zambuk noted

that it was better to tread 
cautiously so as to 
encourage the state 
government to stand as a 
guarantor for the loans than 
taking a hasty decision 
which it might regret later.

Since the freezing o f the 
accounts o f the Plateau state 
government last month on the 
request o f the EFCC based on 
its current investigations o f 
officials in the state, thete 
have been mixed reactions as 
to the consequence o f the 
action and what the workers 
who depend on the salaries 
may resolve to do,

Don’t go on strike
-M inister pleads with police

T
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he Minister o f Police 
Affairs, Mr. Alaonki 
Broderick Bozimo as 

appealed to policemen to 
shelve their planned 
nationwide strike because the 
action w ill embarrass 
President Obasanjo.

Mr. Bozimo who was 
speaking at the launching o f 
posters and stickers for the 
Police Performance 
Monitoring Unit (PPMU), at 
the Garki police station in 
Abuja yesterday, said the 
strike is unnecessary since 
the complaints o f the 
policemen are being 
addressed by government.

“ 1 want to appeal to 
members o f the police force 
that we have a unique 
opportunity in this country 
to prove the enemies o f  
Nigeria wrong, le t  prove 
them wrong. Let us forget 
about all this trash about 
policemen going on strike 
and all that. 

P fjt»9urs§,,l)'usft\lw>i4t0!' d f 
hr*'

By Shehu Abubakar,
Reporter

General and the Chairman,
Police Service Commission,; 
will be the first to recognize 
that despite all that we are 
doing to improve on your 
welfare, we have not done1 
enough.

“We recognize that, but it 
will be a tragedy and an insult | 
on our persons for you to go 
on strike. What will you ; j 
achieve? Nothing! You will I 
just go on strike and people \ 
will shout, that is all “we are j j 
already working very hard to 
get huge sums o f money to j 
address all your problems. I
agree with you that we paid !| _  -______, ___
too much lip service to this j p<5fitical parties (CNPP) and

A member o f the Board 
o f Trustees (BOT) o f 
the A ll N igeria 
Peoples Party (ANPP), Alhaji 

Abdullahi Bayero says 
governors are so intimidated 
by the Economic and 
Financial Crimes
Commission (EFCC), that 
they cannot be relied on to 
stop Obasanjo third term bid.

Bayero told Daily Trust in 
Kaduna that most o f the 
state governors have 
committed financial crimes in 
the past six years they have 
served and are afraid 
Obasanjo would send his 
EFCC after them, citing the 
turn around at the last 
Governors Forum meeting in 
Abuja where they endorsed 
constitutional amendment.

“ The governors have 
marginal influence in the way 
the debates go so much so 
that they do not have the 
moral courage to stop the 
third term catastrophy,” 
Bayero declared.

“ They cannot disagree 
with Obasanjo on the third 
term monstrosity. They 
cannot stop the president 
from amending the 
constitution the way he likes, 
after all they expect to be 
beneficiaries,” .

The ANPP chieftain from 
Kebbi state said Nigerians 
should focus their strategy to 
stop the third term agenda on 
first the international 
community.

“ Obasanjo is scared o f 
condemnations from the 
international community o f 
his third term agenda. So we 
should focus on exerting 
pressure on the United 
Nations, USA, European 
Community, African Union 
and the ECOWAS to 
pressurize him to stop the 
third term bid,” Bayero said.

Secondly, he said the 
pressure by civil society 
organizations and patriotic 
Nigerian should be 
intensified to persuade 
Obasanjo on the fatality o f 
the ill motivated agenda.

Another group who should 
be at the forefront o f the fight 
against third term is the 
national and state legislators 
who are the representatives 
o f the people and who have 
their mandate to defend the 
constitution.

The next, accordingly to 
the ANPP chieftain who was 
in the last constitutional 
reform conference, are the

police reforms and Mr. 
President recognizes that,” 
he pleaded.

He said any strike by 
policemen will surely affect 
the smooth conduct o f the
2006 census.exercise and the
2007 general election in which 
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the elite who are courageous 
and patriotic enough to 
speak out against the bid.

I He said the bid is being 
orchestrated by a clique in 
Aso Rock who do not want 
Obasanjo to go because, 
“after him investigatjoqs into 
{heir sordid ‘de<jls could turn 
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Third Term: 
Govs 

cannot stop 
Obasanjo
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iCommande is now in police 
.net for allegedly hitting her 
husband to death with a 
stone.

Nfrs. Commande who is 
a mother of 10 children and 
the third o f five wives o f 

; the deceased was reported 
to have hit her late hus­
band on the forehead with 
the object following a m is­
understanding at their resi­
dence in Kogin Kasa, Wase 
local government area o f

mand, Isah Adejoh a deputy 
superindent o f police dis­
closed that the case has 
been tran sfe rre d  to the 
criminal investigation de­
partment at the command 
headquarters in Jos and 
that Investigations were 
on-going.

A nsw ering questions 
from our correspondent, 
the suspect who narrated 
as the incidence that led to 
the death o f her husband 
occurred, said she had a 
misunderstanding with one 
o f her co-wives the fourth

Frdln Rakiya A. Mohammad I
Ag. Bureau Chief in Jos

Plateau state.
Daily Trust learnt that 

im mediately the incident 
occurred, some residents of 
the area reported the case 
at the 82 mechanised divi­
sion o f the Nigeria Army 
R ukuba b arrack s from  
where the case was trans­
ferred to the division police 
headquarter in Wase.

Confirming the story to 
our correspondent, the Po­
lice Public Relations Officer 
(PPRO) Plateau state com­

wife who she said called 
their husband to wade into 
the matter.

A ccording to her, the 
husband  b lam ed  her 
(monchen) for not wanting 
a co-wives and started beat­
ing her, despite pleas that 
she was being wrongfully 
accused by her co-wives.

She added  th a t her 
pleas fell on dead ears as 
her husband continued to 
beat her, pushing her to the 
ground.

M onchen said  in the 
process she was able to

pick one o f the sticks that 
her late husband was using 
to beat her and hit him on 
the fore head.

She how ever claim ed 
that it was not her action 
that led to the death o f her 
husband, as ^'gcording to 
her, when she hit him on the 
fo rehead  he w ent aw ay 
only to come back to con­
tinue the b ea tin g  but 
slipped and fell down.

She expressed remorse 
over the incide nt & saying 
they never !> j  s’sch griev­
ous qu a »ef-..re now.

A s;koJu  M usu lum ifo  Yorubaland, Ch ief Olatunde 

Pix: Felix Onigfcinde.
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Apo Six: Court admits Okiro panel
r e p o r t  a s  e v id e n c e
An Abuja high court 

has admitted into evi 
dence, the report .of 
the Mike Okiro panel set up 

by the police to investigate 
the alleged murder o f six Apo 
traders in Abuja on June 18, 
2005.

The presiding judge, Jus- 
| tice Ishaq Bello, admitting the 
! document, said the report 
became desirable to clear 
doubts in the proceedings 

| since previous witnesses in 
| the case made reference to 
| the report.

He however overruled the 
| application o f the federal 
| government tVying to stop the 
court from adhiitting the re­
port becausJ'lt would jeop­
ardize their case.

Justice Bello said he did 
not see the rationale in op­
posing the admission o f the 
report as evidence.

He also refused to grant 
the prosecution leave to 
cross examine the person who 
tendered the report as he was 
neither a witness in the case 
for the defence or the pros­
ecution.

The judge stressed that 
in the interest o f justice, he 
would allow them to cross 
examine all their witnesSes-on 
the said document so as to 
clear all doubts in the matter.

Earlier the Deputy 
Suprintendent o f  Police 
(DSP), Ibrahim, Bako came 
forward to present the report 
o f  the panel o f  inquiry 
headed by Deputy Inspector 
General o f Police, Mr. Mike 
Okiro to the court.

But counsel to the pros­
ecution, Chief Mamman Mike 
Osuman (SAN), had objected, 
saying that the action was 
“ suo moto” as it was not ap­
plied for but raised by the 
court.

Chief Osuman (S A N ) 
stated that i f  a witness must

By Ruby Rabiu,
Senior Reporter

produce an evidence, then 
the prosecution must be^al- 
lowed to cross-examine him 
as allowed by the order to the 
court.

“We say this because the 
content o f the report is likely

to be adverse to the interest 
o f the prosecution’s case,” 
and cited Opayemi, versus 
state, 1986, to battress his 
case.

“We oppose the manner. 
The document was brought 
in. I f  the document should be 
admitted into evidence, then

the bringer must be sworn in 
and the prosecution allowed 
to cross-examine him,” he ar­
gued.

Opposing the prosec­
ution’s application, counsel 
to the accused person, Mr. - 
Ricky Tafa (SAN), said the. 
objection the prosecution is 
raising has already been de­
termined by the court and 
cannot be litigated again.

He added that the appli­
cation brought by the pros­

ecution was an abuse o f 
court processes and should 
not be allowed l>y th<; court.

He stated that it is at the 
discretion o f the cfourt to al­
low the bringer o f a document 
to be put on oath and cross- 
examined where it becomes 
necessary.

“We are even surprised 
that the prosecution is ob­
jecting when we are still on 
their case; they should have 
been the ones to have made

the application to produce 
the document and made it 
available to the defence.

We submit that the only 
issue to be determined is,, 
whether the court will admit 
the document as an exhibit or 
not since it is desirable in the 
case,”  he said.

Justice Bello admitted the 
document into evidence and 
marked it as exhibit 1 and ad­
journed the case to February 
15 for hearing.

Mathew Mato; who was recently re-arrestedfor his alleged involvement in the robbery attack at Standard Chartered Bank in Abuja.

53 robbery suspects nabbed
The

co

ar

ie Zamfara state police 
command says it hate 
arrested 53 suspected 

armed robbers, including a 
youth corps member. Parad­
ing the suspects before 
newsmen on Tuesday in

Gusau, state’s police commis­
sioner, Sale Abubakar, said 
the police apprehended 31, 
while the famous private de­
tective, A li Kwara, arrested 
22. According to him, ‘ 'the fa­

mous Ali Kwara was in the 
state on the invitation o f the 
government to assist the 
command flush criminals out 
o f the state” .

He said the suspects who

were arrested within the past 
month in different parts o f the 
state, have made confes­
sional statements.

Abubakar lauded the 
state government for the pa­

trol vehicles it donated to the 
police. The commissioner 
also commended Ali Kwara 
‘ ’ for the wonderful job he has 
been doing to track down 
criminals” .

17 suspects, 
cultist in custody

Soludo. The robbery, he said,Tlhe Anambra state po 
lice command has ar 
rested 17 suspected 

armed robbers and one’cult­
ist. Parading the suspects be- 
foi - r»c .vsmen on Tuesday in 
Awka, the new commissioner 
o f police, Mr Moses 
Anegbode, said they were 
arrested in Onitsha and Uli 
for various offences.

Also displayed were lo­
cally made pistols and other 
guns as well as expended 
bullet shells.

Anegbode also said some 
arrests have been made in 
connection with the robbery 
at the home o f the father o f 
the CBN governor, Charles

took place at Isuofia, 
Ekwulobia, Anambra state.

‘ ’The robbery on the fa­
ther o f the CBN governor is 
not political and has nothing 
to do with the recapitalisation 
o f banks,” the police commis­
sioner explained.

He said: ‘ ’they are just a 
group o f some local boys and 
we are doing everything pos­
sible to bring them to book.”

Anegbode further an­
nounced the recovery o f 
eight stolen vehicles adding 
that the command is making 
efforts to carry out an anti­
corruption campaign for its 
officers and men.

'

SSifc,:-

>

This policewoman also joined the curious admirers o f  N L C  President, Adams Oshiomhole who addressed workers in preparation fo r  

the June 9 strike, at the Federal Secretariat, Abuja...recently. '  Pix: Felix Onigbinde.



c r i m e  &
Murder: Woman’s 

decomposed body found
A  ™decomposing body of 

a 40 year old house 
Lw ife, Mrs. Rhoda 

Shagaya, suspected to have 
been killed by her son, 
Solomon, was found by the 
police in Yelenguruza area o f 
Gombe metropolis on Mon­
day.

According to the Gombe 
state police public relations 
officer, Mr. Kingsley 
Omorigie, the police were in­
vited by the neighbours o f 
the deceased who com­
plained o f a strong stench 
from her room which had 
been closed for close to 
twenty days.

The PPRO told Daily 
Trust that when police broke 
intoth^toi

From Muhammad Abubakar,
Gombe

stench to aT̂ bundle of blan­
kets in which the rotten body 
o f Mrs Rhoda Shagaya was 
hidden.

He said the police are on 
the trail o f  36 year old 
Solomon, the only son o f the 
deceased, who was reported 
to have entered the room few 
days to the discovery o f his 
mother’s body taking away 
her television set and was 
also known to be pestering 
his mother for money threat­
ening to deal with her if she 
refused.

Rhoda’s husband, Mr.

Shagaya Muhammad, who 
works with the Union Bank 
in neighbouringJBauchi who 
rushed home on receiving the 
news, told our correspondent 
that his late wife was sick 
when he left her.

He said his wife, a busi­
nesswoman whom he married 
in 1991 was staying in their 3- 
bedroom Yelenguruza resi­
dence with a police woman as 
tenant while her son, 
Solomon who lives in Jos, vis­
ited her from time to time.

Mr. Shagaya told our cor- 
responqjpnt that his late wife 
told him that Solomon w as a 
child she bore with fief

ia sg m a V e ? ,'
fusing to abort the preg­
nancy.

Neighbours o f the de­
ceased who spoke with Daily 
Trust, said they did not sus­
pect that the stench coming 
from Mrs Rhoda’s room was 
that o f her body because 
about 23 days ago, she had 
told them she was travelling 
to her home town.

They said they thought 
all along that the smell was 
that o f a meat she kept until it 
became unbearable and they 
had to consult the woman

police staying in the house 
who afterwards, called in the 
police to investigate the mat­
ter.

The neighbours also told 
our correspondent that they 
did not suspect foul play 
when her son Solomon, got 
into the room and took out 
her television set just some 
few days ago.

They also confirmed re­
ports that the son was also 
pestering his mother for 
money and sometimes threat­
ened to kill her if she refused 
to comply.

rmed robbers raided 
the Hadejia main 

larket in Jigawa state 
carting away NIOmillion as 
well as goods worth millions 
o f naira.

Confirming the incident, 
the state’s police commis­
sioner, Abubakar Sardauna 
said the police have since 
drafted officers to unravel the 
people behind the robbery.

Daily Trust reports that 
several stalls were broken into 
and various amounts carted 
away.

However, the police chief 
said only four stalls were bro­
ken into, adding that over 
N 1 Om was looted.

Reports, from Hadejia said 
the police were accused of aid­
ing the robbery as a result of

Robbers raid 
Hadejia market, 
cart awayNlOm
From Hassan A. Karofi,

Dutse

reports on their alleged par­
ticipation in the robbery.

Some o f the businessmen 
from the marked told news­
men that the police became 
suspects because they pre­
vented vigilante members 
from working on the day o f 
the robbery.

According to one o f the 
businessmen who spoke un­

der anonymity, the police 
were cited looting as the time 
of the robbery coincided with 
the incident o f fire inferno at 
the Hadejia main market.

Meanwhile the police 
have assured those affected 
that a vigorous, investigation 
is on to unravel those behind 
the robbery.

“I want to call on any per­
son with any information that 
could help to come forward 
to assist,” he added.

Five jailed for vandalising 
NNPC pipeline

A n Abuia ch ief m am s *■ 1

I

n Abuja chief magis 
trate, yesterday sen 
fenced five men to 

two y&ars imprisonment each 
with an option o f N 15,000 fine 
for breaking NNPC pipelines 
and theft o f petroleum prod­
ucts.

The convicts, Happiness 
Ozojin, John Onwuegbu, 
Chibuike Nwagborongwu, 
Chidi Onwuegbu and 
Chidozie Ouwuegbu, all resi­
dents o f the Federal Capital 
Territory. Abuja, were found 
guilty under sections 97 and 
287 o f the penal code and 
section 7 subsection A and B 
o f the miscellaneous offences 
Act cap 410.

Reading the First Informa­
tion Report (FIR), to the court, 
the prosecuting police of­
ficer, Assistant Superinten­
dent of Police (ASP), Joseph 
Onu, said that the convicts 
were arrested by security 
agents as they siphoned pe­
troleum products from the 
vandalised pipeline at Abaji/ 
Abuja axis.

The accused, according 
to the prosecution, were 
brought before the court on 
a three-count charge o f crimi­
nal conspiracy, theft and ille­
gal tampering with Petroleum 
Products Marketing Com­
pany (PPMC) pipelines.

The accused pleaded 
guilty to the charges and 
asked for leniency.

By Abdulwahab Deji 
j Ajikobi

Pleading on behalf o f the 
convicts, the defence coun­
sel, Barrister Nnaemeka 
Chukwu, prayed the court to 
temper justice with mercy, 
adding that they are first of­
fenders while two o f them are 
married with children.

However, the presiding 
ch ief magistrate, Usman 
Ahmed, who expressed con­
cern about frequent 
vandalisation o f pipelines, 
said they would not go un­
punished despite the plea by 
the defence counsel.

He sentenced them to two 
years imprisonment each 
with an option ofN  15,000 fine 
each also.

Cash, GSM handsets and laptop recovered from suspected armed robbers in Abuja...recently. Fix: Shehu Abubakar

middle aged man, 
Abubakar Adamu, 

.has appeared before 
the Dutse chief magistrate 
court presided over by Mag­
istrate Ado Yusuf, for alleg­
edly killing his uncle.

The accused, according 
to the police first information

report, had burgled his 
uncle’s house in company of 
two others and attacked him 
while he was asleep.

The FIR cited section 226 
o f the penal code as the sec­
tion under which the accused 
is being charged.

Drama however, ensued

1 3  fra u d sters  fa iled
T

hirteen fraudsters 
nabbed last year dur 
ing the raid on the 

notorious Oluwole area o f 
Lagos by security-men have 
bagged prison sentences 
ranging between six months 
and four years.

Those sentenced by the 
federal high court, Kaduna, 
are Suleiman, Sesan 
Mustapha, Timothy 
Ayanuga, Ganiyu Arowolo, 
Ibrahim Sanni and Shola 
Adeyemi who were jailed

From Addanwa Bamgboye,
Correspondent, Lagos

four years each.
Others include Salami 

Mufutau, Kadiri Alabi, Yemi 
Ojumola, Olawuyi Tubi, 
Dabiri Abiola and Iyabo Reis.

Head o f Media depart­
ment o f the EFCC, Mr. Osita 
Nwaja who disclosed this in 
an interview, said more con­
victions will be recorded in 
the coming weeks as the trial 
o f the remaining stispects 
continues.

According to him, most o f 
the convicted fraudsters were 
charged with forgery and al­
tering.

It would be recalled that 
dozens o f suspected 
fraudsters were arrested at the 
Oluwola district o f Lagos in 
August 2005, by security 
agents in response to a presi­
dential directive to dislodge 
the fraudsters who had 
turned the district to their 
headquarters.

in the case when the suspect 
during interrogation by the 
presiding magistrate, told the 
court that although he is in­
nocent o f the charges as read 
by the police, his entire fam­
ily were killed by investigat­
ing police officials.

He told the court that 
both his son and wife were 
killed while he was under ar­
rest adding that he was not 
aware o f the murder o f his 
uncle until one o f his broth­
ers, Baki Rabo, came to him 
to inform him that he killed 
their uncle.

When asked by the pre­
siding judge whether he was 
aware o f how his uncle was 
killed, he said he did not, as 
he was not around and could 
therefore not have known 
anything about it.

Earlier, the police pros­

ecuting officer, Corporal, 
Aradu Usman, had said that 
the police were told o f the 
incident by the son o f the de­
ceased, Salisu Abubakar, 
who alleged that the ac­
cused had personally led the 
assailants and that in his 
presence, they stabbed his 
late father on the chest and 
the neck. He said he was 
rushed to the hospital but 
died later.

He therefore asked the 
court not to release the sus­
pect on bail as his release 
may hamper their investiga­
tions.

The court demanded for 
the immediate completion of 
investigations and ordered 
that the accused be re­
manded in prison custody 
until next Wednesday when 
hearing will continue.



Police strike: Officers should change mind
P lease, permit me 

space in your 
w idely-read and 
continuously-innovative 

independent newspaper to 
appeal to those members o f 
the Nigeria Police Force 
(especially the unregistered 
Junior Police Officers Asso­
ciation o f Nigeria) planning 
to go on strike to please 
have a change o f heart and 
mind, and be more patriotic 
in the interest o f the image 
o f our great country.

It is actually unfortunate 
that the living and working 
conditions o f our police of­
ficers have been allowed to 
get to their present low level 
for so long, just like some 
other sectors o f  our 
economy; but to go on 
strike can never be the wise 
solution. This is why all re­
sponsible and law-abiding 
Nigerians will not support it.

I have just returned from 
a tour o f parts o f the coun­
try and have taken time to 
see the accommodation and 
duty posts o f  our Police

By Abdulsalam S. lzuagbe

Force, especially the Rank 
and File. I also saw the 
same conditions o f employ­
ees in other sectors o f our , 
economy who are o f  
equivalent qualifications. 
The present living condi­
tions are not peculiar to the 
Police Force alone. The 
present conditions can 
only be traced to the near 
total neglect o f past admin­
istrations.

We have taken note o f 
the fact that the present ad­
ministration is already mov­
ing in to correct the situa­
tion, as we have witnessed 
the promotions o f  over 
15,000 officers and men 
within the first ninety days 
o f coming to office o f  the 
highly hardworking Inspec­
tor General o f Police, Sun­
day Ehindero, CFR.

It is necessary to state 
here that the National Rev­
enue Mobilisation, Alloca­
tion and Fiscal Commission 
is already going round N i­

geria to consider salaries 
and other welfare packages 
due to the economic reali­
ties in the country, and to 
ensure discipline.

A t this juncture, we 
strongly appeal to His Ex­
cellency, the President, 
High C h ie f Olusegun 
Obasanjo, GCFR to please 
redouble and refocus the 
heart-warming reforms o f 
this administration to en­
sure adequate funding o f 
the Nigeria Police Force to 
enable them cope with the 
national assignment o f  the 
protection o f  lives and 
property. This should be 
considered as a matter o f 
urgent national importance; 
which is in line with the 
Millennium Development 
Goals that calls for the 
eradication o f extreme pov­
erty and hunger. Without 
dealing with the issue o f 
hunger and extreme poverty 
in the land, all other targets 
o f the Millennium Develop­
ment Goals cannot be 
achieved.

The present war against 
corruption in Nigeria is nice, 
and can yield better results 
i f  our police force is ad- ' 
equqtely funded by the fed­
eral government. A  hungry 
policeman on the highway 
is tempted and easily 
pushed into corruptio'n, 
and this is causing insecu­
rity on our highways. Inse­
curity w ill not encourage 
direct foreign investment 
which we urgently need to 
create jobs for our teeming 
youth.

In view o f the tremen­
dous efforts o f the present 
Inspector General Sunday 
Ehindero, CFR and his 
highly committed and pro­
fessional officers and men, 
we are sure that Nigeria 
Police Force will certainly 
turn around for the better 
to the glory o f God and sat­
isfaction o f all Nigerians.

I want to sincerely appeal 
to all groups o f police of­
ficers and men planning to 
go on any form o f strike to 
have a re-think and know

that it is quite unwise, and 
that some maturity anfl su­
perior reason w ill surely 
yield better results. Let us 
refuse to dance to the 
drumbeats o f  those who 
actually want to cause con­

fusion and total abandon­
ment o f the high responsi­
bility given to the Nigeria 
Police Force, which motto 
is to Serve and Protect with 
Integrity high regards, 
please.

C h ie f  A bdu lsa lam  S. 
lzu agbe  w ro te  in fro m  
Suite B3, Abuja Shopping 
Mall, WuseZone 3, Abuja.

“The present war against cor­
ruption in Nigeria is nice, and 
can yield better results i f  oytr 
p o lic e  fo rc e  is adequ ately  
funded by the federal govern­
m ent A hungry policeman on 
the highway is tempted and eas­
ilypushed into corruption, and 
this is causing insecurity on our 
highways. Insecurity will not 
encourage direct foreign in­
vestm ent which we urgently  
need to create jo b s  fo r  our 
teeming youth. 99

ike every actor that 
truly understands 

is stage, Dr
Goodluck Jonathan, the ex­
ecutive governor o f  
Bayelsa State, is taking 
seemingly tentative but 
measured steps to carve a 
niche for himself on the slip­
pery political terrain o f 
Bayelsa State. I f  there is 
one governor walking a 
tight, thin, slimy and deli­
cate rope, it is this gentle 
but gutsy giant.

In his characteristic hu­
mility and self-abnegation,

Walking a tight rope on the Creek
Dr Jonathan has publicly 
described his fortuitous 
assumption o f  o ffice  as 
governor “ as an intrusion 
into the political calendar o f 
Bayelsa.”  Whether he likes 
it or not, the burden o f lead­
ership has been thrust on 
him. Without doubt, his is 
definitely a precarious po­
litical existence for many 
reasons. So far, he has 
proved to have the politi-

ByFemiAjayi

In the same vein, when the 
gangster-like abduction o f four 
foreign oil workers were followed 
by demands for ransom and po­
litical concessions by the Move­
ment fo r  the Emancipation o f  
Niger Delta (MEND), an organi­
sation that claimed responsibility 
for the hostage-taking, resolving 
the situation called for patience, 
diplomacy, tact, and political 
brinksmanship. With the manner 
in which Dr Jonathan handled the 
negotiations, the horse-trading, 
the-carrot-and-stick persuasions, 
as well as the logistic associated 
with getting these “rebels-with-a- 
cause” to see reason, he has 
proved to be a political tactician 
and master-strategist.1 ̂

; fi t ra t /.'Oi

cal prudence to cope with 
the unique challenges o f 
being the governor o f  
Bayelsa State in these try­
ing times.

When the hawks among 
his political associates in 
Bayelsa State politics advo­
cated the immediate take­
over o f  power after the 
Alamieyeseigha debacle, 
he preferred to err on the 
side o f caution. He did not 
want to be accused o f in­
decent haste. It was impor­
tant to convince Bayelsans 
o f his loyalty, sympathy 
and compassion for his 
erstwhile boss while assur­
ing the Presidency o f his 
readiness to take the mantle 
o f  Bayelsa leadership as 
soon'as the situation was 
right. Recent circum­
stances have proved him 
right.

In the same vein, when 
the gangster-like abduction 
o f four foreign oil workers 
were followed by demands 
for ransom and political 
concessions by the Move-

political tactician and mas- 
ter-strategist. Whatever 
concessions he had made, 
getting the leadership o f 
MEND to release the four 
foreign oil workers safely in 
a classic “no victor no van-

guish between the legiti­
mate struggle for resource 
control and environmental 
justice and the criminal act 
o f  hostage-taking to ex­
tract ransom money. How 
far can he go to support

qhished”  outcome amounts* the crusade for resource
to a political master-stroke. 
In real terms, this “political 
settlement”  provided a 
face-saving opportunity to 
all sides to the epic con­
frontation. The MEND 
members have had their 
say, the government and oil 
companies have had their 
workers freed “ on humani­
tarian grounds.” The fact 
that the hostage crisis did 
not degenerate into an­
other Oduaffair (with all its 
loss o f  Hves and environ­
mental despoliation) is an 
eloquent testimony to the 
high conflict management 
capability o f  the Bayelsa 
State governor. Once again, 
the Bayelsa governor has 
shown that discretion re­
mains the better part o f  
valour.

However, there is no 
doubt that he must be pre-

ment for the Emancipation pared for the many chal- 
o f Niger Delta (MEND), an Ienges ahead. There is no
organisation that claimed 
responsibility for the hos­
tage-taking, resolving the 
situation called for pa­
tience, diplomacy, tact, and 
political brinksmanship. 
With the manner in which 
Dr Jonathan handled the 
negotiations, the horse- 
trading, the-carrot-and- 
stick persuasions, as well 
as the logistic associated

doubt that the political
settlement o f the hostage 
crisis has only taken care 
o f a symptom rather than 
address the disease that 
produced it. The festering 
sore o f  youth restiveness 
over human pauperisation 
and environmental degra­
dation would not heal un­
til the economic aspira-

control without incurring 
the wrath o f the genuinely 
frightened federal govern­
ment?

The ecologist, turned 
politician also needs politi­
cal sophistication to 
handle the new calibre o f 
youth activists emerging in 
the Niger Delta. The youth 
militia in the Niger Delta are 
not the rag-tag army or 
crude bandits o f  yester­
years. These modern-day 
activistsiifthe creek are IT- 
sawy youths who negoti­
ate and demand political 
concessions via emails. 
While one can appeal to 
their intellect and sense o f 
responsibility, it might be 
suicidal to insult their intel­
ligence or take them for a 
ride.

Moreover, given the in­
creasing atomisation o f
pressure groups in the 
N iger Delta, Q&C h with 
claims o f various areas o f 
control (influence) and dif­
fering territorial jurisdic­
tions, identifying credible 
leaderships to negotiate 
with is a Herculean task. 
Having to negotiate with a 
rash o f youth warlords and 
militia certainly does not 
make the assignment o f the 
Bayelsa governor enviable.

like Bayelsa does not need 
at this time.

Nonetheless, it is heart­
warming that Dr Jonathan 
has shown deft touches in 
facilitating dialogues and 
consensus-building toward 
arriving at solutions that 
would guarantee the great­
est good o f  the greatest 
number o f  Bayelsans. He 
would have to continue to 
maintain the delicate bal­
ance o f pleasing the war­
mongering Ijaw youths and 
assuring the seem ingly 
paranoiac Presidency that 
over there, everything is 
under control and there is 
no cause for concern in 
Bayelsa creeks.

Fortunately, Dr Jonathan, 
a man o f prodigious talent 
and strength, seemed to 
have learnt the magic o f 
putting a 36-hour work in a 
24-hour day! So, he is well- 
equipped to handle both 
his peacekeeping assign­
ments as well as the crucial 
development programmes 
to move Bayelsa State for­
ward.

Given the enormity o f  its
developmental challenges 
as well as the complexity o f 
its environmental crises, 
there is no denying the 
place o f constant dialogue, 
consultation, tact and di­
p lo m a  in the management 
o f  the affairs o f  Bayelsa 
State. Governor Goodluck 
Jonathan is certainly walk­
ing a precarious tight rope. 
I dare say he has demon­
strated that he has what it 
takes to safely get to the
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“Tk To man undertakes a 
/ \ j  trade he has not 

J .  V  learnt but everyone 
considers themselves suffi­
ciently qualified to pontificate 
on the most delicate o f all 
trades, that o f  political gover­
nance. ”

The above statement on the 
proclivity of, every Tom, Dick 
and Harry to assume the role 
of self-appointed and all-know­
ing critics o f government is 
most probably truer of Nigeri­
ans than citizens of any other 
country. Quite often, most Ni­
gerians consider themselves 
experts in every endeavour 
they choose to comment on. 
Recall that was-why the blunt 
Clemens Westerhof, the former 
Super Eagles coach, sarcasti­
cally described Nigeria as a 
country of 120 million coaches!

So w*hen you have a firm, 
hard-headed and uncompro- . 
mising state actor like Malam 
Nasir el-Rufai contending with 
entrenched interests (property 
racketeers and land mafias) in 
order to restore sanity and de­
cency to Nigeria’s new capital 
city, the result is a titanic war 
of attrition.

Not ever ready to meet 
people halfway once he is sure 
c 'the correctness of his. posi­
tion and action, he tends to 
push his advantage to the very 
extreme, pulverising the oppo­
nent in the process. He always 
has his goals dogmatically 
siated and fanatically pursued. 
Not being a politician but a 
hardnosed technocrat, he does 
lot believe in the politics of ac­
commodation. Not for him po- 

| luical trade-offs for the sake of 
j survival. Hence, the fanatical 

/eal with which he is pursuing 
I ais mission. His ugly reputa- 
L non is therefore the lot and just 
] dessert of a committed reform- 
| ist.

Buildings constructed un- 
I der high tension wires, on top 
j of water pipes, over sewage 
| Lines,, in 

natfeapaj 
[ on recreational sites; mush- 
! rooming- atcoriier-shogs;-mmi- 

f“ c t* r i e s r  k To sR s r  mecKanic 
w orkshops and maxi<-markets

in residential areas, Abuja was 
on the perilous path to perdi­
tion. The dangerous trend had 
to be halted so that the FCT 
does not become the bedlam 
of activities, the confusion and 
environmental nightmare that 
Lagos has become. Malam el- 
Rufai was saddled with the dif­
ficult and dirty job of restoring 
the badly distorted Abuja mas- 
ter-plan. Not one to shy away 
from a challenge, he picked up 
the gauntlet. The rest is history.

‘el-Rufai’s bulldozer ap-' 
proach, his ruthless e ffi­
ciency and apparent success 
in an assignment that they 
had self-righteously and im­
pudently declared impossible 
are particularly annoying and 
galling to the old soldiers, 
careerist politicians and cock­
tail intellectuals who hold 
sway in Nigeria’s political 
space. This is the reason the 
FCT leader has attracted so 
much vitriolic attacks and vo­
ciferous vituperations. 
Malam el-<Rufai, being a man 
who does not believe in half­
measures, has put his pre­
cious life, popularity and 
goodwill on the line. Little 
wonder that he is the minis­
ter most Nigerians love to 
hate.

Quite often; he treats Nigeri­
ans like spoilt brats and adult 
delinquents. He has a disdain 
for the culture of impunity and 
compulsive law-breaking of the 

f-aVerage Nigerian elite in the 
craze to achieve selfish ends. 
It would have been a political 
miracle if el-Rufai were to en- 

. joy the adulation of the same 
people he is dispossessing of 
ill-gotten gains, unfair benefits 
and unmerited privileges.

If el-Rufai had been a paddy- 
paddy and I-chop-u-chop min­
ister rather than a reformist with 
a suicidal mentality, he would 
not have been such an endan­
gered aiid embattled species. 
el-Rufai in his bid to save the 
soul of Abuja courts political 
’ daitsflikfe Vw'£et%rtelttng' flow­
ers attract butterflies, rf 
_  Malam el-RuIni’  ̂uitfcmy is 

'  ThtfpfizF HI' fms^dfeW-etTfb? 
succeeding so well in a national

assignment where many 
ch ro n o lo g ic a lly -o ld e r  
ministers o f the FCT

failed woefully. He would mitment 
be celebrated anywhere ance are 
because courage, com- ues.

and persever- 
cherished val-

Ephraim Abalaja is an 
A b u ja -b a se d  d eve lo p ­
m ent monitor.

Re: Kudos to Suleja Local Government chairman
m  is .. l-v /-v 1 - /A I  r a n / I  . . . .  J  U i t v i  n  1 X r d l(A/ 'ir*i ( “ l i  f r *  1 n  L' R in C l lK /  c h n i l l H

I
was shocked when I read 

the article entitled “Kudos 
to Suleja Local Govern­

ment Chairman”, published in 
Daily Trust of November 28th 
2005 accredited to one Ibrahim 
Kwaji living in Abuja.

For one, going by the write­
up, I am certain that the writer is 
neither a resident/indigene of 
Suleja Local Government nor is 
he an indigene of Niger State. So 
one wonders how he came up 
with the suicidal, embarrassing 
and ensuing article. It is not only 
a disorder to the present genera­
tions of Suleja people, but even 
the future generations yet un- 
bom. The article seemed like a 
sponsored write-up. ■

Generally-speaking, the writer 
did not only murder reality for 
falsehood to the helpless people 
of Suleja Local Government liv­
ing. and non-living, but suc­
ceeded in sending traumatic con­
dition into their brains, Ibrahim 
really proved his ignorance of 
what Suleja people are passing 
through under the present lead­
ership of Dr A. A. Suleiman.

Unfortunately, of all said, he 
failed to mention at least one 
project either commissioned, ex­
ecuted or even under construc­
tion by his so-called dynamic 
chairman.

It may interest the reader to 
know that out of the 774 local 
government councils we have in 
Nigeria, it is only the chairman of 
Suleja Local Government who is 
hardly seen in his office. He is 
rarely on seat as the secretary of 
the local government now 
single<handedly oversees the 
whole affairs of the council and 
not the chairman. He is not even 
assessable on phone as the na­
tions providers of the telecom­
munication networks (GSM) 
havesij
His mpMe pnwie Jiijes ,y/it(b %e 
Usual chajracterist  ̂manner of 
•‘This^ineybfrafef caftm£ cttriiitrt 
benjaefed.pteasfe try agatif isfter-' 
or “this line you are calling is

switched o ff to prevent him 
from taking calls from people.

Surprising too, you men­
tioned that Pfspected leaders 
undertakes pilgrimage to the lo­
cal government to see project 
been executed which they de­
scribed as democracy dividends. 
Well, whatever might have in­
formed your decision to write all 
these, we know basically that 
there is only one acceptable pa­
rameter for measuring achieve­
ment of any political leader to­
day in Nigeria, and that is 
infrastructural development.

These may include the provi­
sion of potable drinking water 
either through taps or the con­
struction of bore-holes. Provi­
sion of basic primary healthcare, 
provision of an enabling envi­
ronment for our children to learn, 
the provision of electricity 
through the purchase and sup­

ply of electrical transformers and 
armoured cables, provide clean 
and neat environment through 
the construction of drainages 
and evacuation o f garbage 
waste that are littering the whole 
city.

From the above, which one 
of these have the people of Suleja 
Local Government Area en­
joyed under the present leader­
ship of the chairman as you 
claimed? And who were those 
respected leaders of the state that 
take pilgrimage to the local gov­
ernment as you mentioned?

However, I pray your asser­
tion will not attract the attention 
of Nuhu Ribadu of the EFCC to 
put his searchlight on the ways 
and manners local government 
allocations from federation ac­
counts are utilised in the state; 
because if he does, many heads 
will roll.

Finally, Ibrahim should take 
note that services rendered by 
leaders are worthy of mention 
and should be visible for them to 
be praised so that they could do 
more and not blind praise or sy­
cophancy as you are doing.

Meanwhile, I wish to appeal 
to the people of Suleja Local 
Government to be calm and 
patient and keep their fingers 
crossed as the year 2007 is 
around the comer. This time, 
by the special grace of God, 
we shall have a very good per­
son that will take us to the 
Promised Land; a man with the 
fear of God in him, not pretend­
ers.

To the writer, Ibrahim Kwaji, 
the people of Suleja deserve un­
reserved apologies from you.

YusufShuaibu Mami, behind 
Suleja Emir's palace (shuaibu- 
yusuflctyahoo.com)

A. A.'Tafida deserves Adamawa North senatoriaLseat

This presentation is not 
intended to be a market 
ing strategy to sell Alhaji 
A.A. Tafida, who is the Tafidan 

Mubi and currently a Director 
in the Federal Civil Service Com­
mission to the good people of 
Adamawa North Senatorial zone 
and Adamawa State in general; 
but the reality on ground indi­
cates that while others may be 
trying to build bridges of un­
derstanding and association 
among the people of the state, - 
Alhaji A.A. Tafida stands out 
as the bridge itself, having ce­
mented and networked a strong 
and purposeful relationship 
among the various ethnic 
groups in the state through his 
large-heartedness.

His vision for the state is 
driven by the motto: ‘one state, 
one people and one destiny,'and 
this 'Ainrieaiscerei his long-hold 
|prijicipl<Mhati guided h » rela­
tionship with the Jovy and mighty 
in the state.

The main objective of this

write-up is to enable the reader, 
especially the Adamawa North 
Senatorial district and Adama­
wa State in* general, to have an 
insight into the myth and reali­
ties of Alhaji Tafida, a very suc­
cessful person whose success 
flows not from his material pos­
session but from the many lives 
he has touched with his love 
and kindness and his invalu­
able contributions to the devel­
opment of Adamawa State.

It is the expectations of this 
writer that the write-up*would 
be a useful resource material to 
aid the reader in making posi­
tive and informed choice when 
the chips are down in 2007.

Alhaji Tafida believes in hard 
work, team work, fairness and 
total dependence on God in all 

* he does. A marked leadership 
quality he.has consistently 
manifested is the ability to in­
spire people to work for the 

£«oci gf all„myl he ijl- 
ways-leads by example. Despite 
the high position Tafida has at­

tained in life, he remains a man 
of unbelievable , simplicity, hu­
mility and civility.

Whoever comes close to him 
is in for a shock from receiving 
huge doses of these rare quali­
ties from a man of high social 
standing and generosity.

While in service, Alhaji Tafida 
distinguished himself as a wor­
thy ambassador of Adamawa 
State. He facilitated the employ­
ment of several Adamawa State 
indigenes into the Federal Civil 
Service, Armed Forces, Cus­
toms, Police, Immigration, etc. 
Finally, I am advising the good 
peopie of Adamawa North Sena­
torial Zone and Adamawa State 
in particular to persuade this 
gentleman to contest for the 
senator representing Adamawa 
North Senatorial district, so that 
we will have.a positive and foir 
representation in the National 
Assembly com4 *2C|)̂  4  L t  

*  J. &. M<A«anmet m ofe  in 
from Lokuwa, Mubi, Adama­
wa State.
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More predictions for the year 2006 General Gowon must read this

Because o f a great en­
thusiastic reception 
o f the first batch o f my 
predictions for the year 2006 

which was published earlier 
in this column o f January 6111, 
I am encouraged to release 
this next batch o f prophecies.

I f  this second list proves 
as accurate as the first one, 
we will be further encouraged 
to become a prophet-in-resi- 
dence for the papers in the 
Media Trust Limited Here we 
go:

Three governors should 
fast and pray throughout Feb­
ruary and March

Three governors, one each 
from the North-West, North- 
Central and North-East geo­
political zones, should fast 
and pray intensive prayers 
through out the months o f 
February and March. This is 
to enable themfto avert de­
thronement which I can see 
clearly on my special mirror.

The chief executive from 
the North-West is a tall, dark 
and handsome man in his 
early 50s with intricate but 
beautifully executed tribal 
marks. His counterpart from 
the North-Central is a boyish- 
looking man in his late 40s. 
And the other from the 
Nofth-East is a fragile-look- 
ing man who suffers from a 
terminal disease call 
Atikulariasis.'

From my crystal ball, I saw 
these gentlemen united in 
one grief. Each o f them had, 
at one time or another, seen 
in their dream a tall, lanky and 
handsome man in his mid-40s 
who bears a striking resem­
blance to the president o f 
Rwanda. Mr Paul Kaeame

This man, who looked to 
them like a ghost, had in his

complices with leg chains 
and manacles.

Each time minions o f this 
gentleman visited any state 
on any mission, it was suffi­
cient notice that trouble was 
afoot for the chief o f that

state. Si»ce they have seen 
this man in their dream, the 
governors have no option but 
to fast and pray to avert sure 
disaster.

Three deputy governors 
will be kidnapped

Since it has become com­
mon knowledge that once 
impeachment proceedings 
are commenced against a 
governor, his deputy immedi­
ately goes into hiding only to 
re-surface at a convenient 
date when his principal has 
lost his job to be swom-in in 
his stead, the three governors 
we have mentioned earlier are 
going to adopt an unusual 
insurance cover. They will 
sponsor thugs to kidnap 
their deputies and prevent 
them from benefiting from 
their likely misfortune.

This preemptive move is 
going to generate not a mi­
nor constitutional crisis with 
regards to the order o f suc­
cession as the speakers o f the 
states’ Houses o f Assembly, 
as well as their deputies will 
similarly be kidnapped to pre­
vent them from taldng part in 
the impeachment proceed­
ings.

Five EFCC operatives to be 
prosecuted for accepting a 
three-million-dollar bribe

When Saturn turns to 
Mars, five EFCC officials who 
will be dispatched to a North- 
Western state to quiz the 
governor over suspected 
money laundering offence 
will fall to temptation The 
governor is going to set them 
up with a bribe o f three mil­
lion dollars. This will be . ,as- 
sic case o f the biter beirg oit- 
ten. The media is eoina to 
play this news with gusto. 
Attempts are going to be
1J1U U V  t u l U J l l  UkJ

from getting to the public. 
Desperate efforts will be made 
to bribe some top media ex­
ecutives to kill this great 
story but they will be futile.

From my crystal ball, the 
five-man team will consist o f

“From what I  can see, look­
ing at my crystal ball, two gov­
ernors fro m  the N orth-E ast 
g e o -p o l i t ic a l  zo n e  w h ose  
thugs are notorious fo r  their 
rascality are going to suffer in 
the hands o f  their boys. F ol­
lowing an outcry by the people  
over the misbehaviour o f  the 
thugs, the two governors will 
take steps to disband the out­
fits. When they get wind o f  this 
m o ve , th e  th u g s w ill tu rn  
against their masters. This will 
send shock waves across the 
country. ”_____________________

three men and two women.
Two governors’ thugs will 

turn against them
Like the current AU chair­

man who used to own and 
equip a group o f musclemen 
called the “Cobra Militia,” 
there are many governors in 
Nigeria who have recruited 
and equipped some thugs to 
pursue their political and 
other objectives.

These thugs harass, intimi­
date and drive the fear o f God 
into the hearts of'the gover­
nors’ sundry enemies -  those 
who desire to contest against 
their excellencies in future 
elections; those who are sus­
pected to be consorting with 
the excellencies’ girlfriends or 
mistresses and those who 
stand in the way o f their ex­
cellencies’ businesses.
. The thugs are a menace to 
everybody except to their 
masters. They take danger­
ous mind-bending sub­
stances and drive in the most 
reckless o f manners. At par­
ties, they behave as they 
please because they know 
their atrocities will not be 
challenged by anyone. They 
are a complete law unto them­
selves.

From what I can see, look­
ing at my crystal ball, two 
governors from the North- 
East geo-political zone whose 
thugs are notorious for their 
rascality are going to suffer 
in the hands o f their boys.

Following an outcry by the 
people over the misbehaviour 
o f the thugs, the two gover­
nors will take steps to dis­
band the outfits. When they 
get wind o f this move, the
fVmrtO Tirtll fi im  o rro i n of fVi air

masters. This will send shock 
waves across the country.

Other governors who have 
similar outfits will realise that 
they have been riding on a 
tiger’s back. That it is not easy 
to dismount from the back o f 
the tiger or to remain on its 
back forever.

One governor will face sex 
scandal

In the month o f June, I pre­
dict that one South-South 
governor who is notorious 
for his sexcapades with 
mostly university girls is go­
ing to face severe sex scan­
dal that will threaten his seat.

He is going to be involved 
with a 22-year-old kiss-and- 
tell girl who will give City 
People and other magazines 
in the soft-sell genre a blow- 
by-blow account o f her times 
with His Excellency.

The First Lady o f  that 
state is going to raise a 
storm because hell hath no 
fury like a woman spumed. 
Since people generally love 
salacious gossips and 
scandal, the attention o f 
the entire nation will be riv­
eted on this scandal. To 
avert this sure danger, I 
advise this governor who 
knows himself to go on a 
dry fast for one month and 
vow a vow o f celibacy for 
one and a half months. I 
have spoken!

I am writing to 
you Sir, as our one-time 
Commander-in<-Chief.

As President Obasanjo 
said, his personal staff and 
subordinates should give him 
military loyalty, which means 
to'tal and unquestionable loy­
alty.

The military loyalty is ei-

By Jacob Ban (cole

‘debilitating character flaw’. 
The truth is that it appears 
that of late, our President has 
cultivated what we in Pente­
costal circles have come to 
recognise as a 'Saulian 
anointing’. He started well

The military loyalty is either one hun­
dred per cent (100%) or one is accused 
of insubordination. Whenyou were Com- 
mander-in-Chiefand a four-star General 
as far back as 1971, President Obasanjo 
then was just a Colonel whom I  served 
under in the Third Marine Commando. 
One would expect President Obasanjo to

as his former boss in the military. Your 
army number is senior to his; you were a

a four-star General before he even be­
came a one-star General I f  he had that 
military loyalty for you which he expects 
others to give him, then he should have 
called Femi Fani-Kayode to order. ”
ther one hundred per cent 
( 100%) or one is accused o f 
insubordination. When you 
were Commander-iri-Chief 
and a four-star General as far 
back as 1971, President 
Obasanjo then was just a 
Colonel whom I served under 
in the Third Marine Com­
mando.

One would expect Presi­
dent Obasanjo to continue to 
give you that military loyalty 
as his former boss in the mili- 
tarv YnTirarmvntimhpr is se­
nior to his; you were a former 
Commander-in-Chief before 
him, a four-star General before 
he even became a one-star 
General. I f  he had that mili­
tary loyalty for you which he 
expects others to give him, 
then he should have called 
Femi Fani-Kayode to order.

Femi Fani-Kayode is not 
even old enough to be 
Ibrahim’s (your son) age, yet 
President Obasanjo allowed 
him to try to insult you on the 
pages o f newspapers. There 
is this Yoruba adage that 
says: whoever abuses/in­
sults an old man who is o f his 
father’s age, ultimately 
abuses/insults his own father 
(whether dead or alive).

Your Excellency Sir, do not 
be bothered for one second 
about what Femi Fani- 
Kayode may have said about 
you. This is the same Femi 
Fani-Kayode who insulted, 
abused, and said so many 
foul words against President

but he is progressively dete­
riorating. And i f  he is not care­
ful like the Biblical Saul, he 
will end iq utter disaster and 
shame.” Your Excellency, this 
is the description o f President 
Obasanjo by Femi Fani- 
Kayode in 2001.

Again Sir, let me quote an­
other o f his insults on. Presi­
dent Obasanjo: “ It is clear that 
Mr President feels unduly 
threatened by everyone and 
everything. He does not lis­
ten  W e flo es n o t  r a r e  <mrl h e
appears to growl with a deep 
and dissembling rage when­
ever anyone looks at things 
from a different perspective 
to his own. He finds it diffi­
cult to tolerate any form of

criticism (even where such is 
constructive) and he has‘cul­
tivated an obvious and relent­
less contempt for intellectual 
discourse.”

Femi Fani-Kayode did not 
stop at all these. He went fur­
ther to tell the world that 
P resident Obasanjo was 
never a Yoruba presidential 
candidate. He said: “In any 
case, Obasanjo was never the 
Yoruba candidate so he must 
stop taking the Yoruba sup­
port that he has recently cul­
tivated  for granted.” He 
added, “Mr President’s atti­
tude is further worsened and 
compounded by the feet that 
he, for some reason, actually 
sees himself as not only an 
intellectual but also a ‘mes- 
siah’. He believes that he can 
never be wrong.”

Today, Femi Fani-Kayode 
is enjoying all the goodies 
and the paraphernalia a t­
tached to his present office 
in the Presidency. I f  Femi 
Fani-K ayode can abuse 
Obasanjo the way he did, and 
then turn around to work for 
him, then you should know 
that he is not a man to be 
taken seriously. He has been 
exhibiting signs of pluralism 
ever since he came into pub­
lic limelight

Nigerians across the coun­
try look up to you as an elder 
statesman. You should never 
be bothered by what Femi Fani- 
Kayode has said or may even 
say in future about you or any 
other eminent Nigerian who in 
one way or the other try to pro- 
vide constructive advice to 
President Obasanjo. My ap­
peal to you Sir, including Col. 
Abubakar D. Umar(Rtd), and 
Professor Wole Soyinka is that 
you should pray for Femi Fani-
lfsvfw?f* tn  rp fn rm  Hie itravc

-  V
and utterances.

Captain Jacob Bankole 
(rtd.) wrote in from No. 3, 
Lamingo Street, Nyanya, 
Abuja-Keffi Road, Abuja 
(jacobbankole@yahoo.co.uk)-.

“Again Sir, let me quote another 
o f  h is insu lts on P residen t 
Obasanjo: “It is clear that Mr 
President feels unduly threatened 
by everyone and everything. He 
does not listen. He does not care 
and he appears to growl with a 
deep and dissembling rage when­
ever anyone looks at things from  
a different perspective to his own. 
He finds it difficult to tolerate any

Obasanjo in 2001. It was pub- form  o f  criticism (even where
lished by the Comet newspa- .  .
perofisthMareh,2001 Hear such is constructive) and he has
him Sir, and I quote: “The » , • „ # ’ » •  r »
President now seems to be C U l t l V t t t e d  CIH O U V W U S  a n d  r e l e n t -
gradually relapsing to his old, * . . ** • . »  »•
pre-1 995 dictatorial self and l e s s  c o n t e m p t f o r  i n t e l l e c t u a l  d i s -
there can be little doubt that 
the man suffers from what the 
British would describe as a

c o u r s e .
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Tortured soldier 
flown to Moscow
A Russian conscript 

who was badjy bea,̂  
ten and tortured by 
fellow soldiers has been flown 

to an intensive care unit at a 
military hospital in Moscow.

Jamaican 
honour for 

Marley home
The Jamaican home of 

reggae legend Bob 
Marley is to be decla­
red a national monument, 25 

years after his death.
Musician Marley, who 

died o f cancer in 1981, would 
have turned 61 this week.

His home has become the 
Tuff Gong International mu- 
sic«tudio, but remains a maj­
or tourist attraction in the Jam­
aican capital Kingston.

Officials said the tribute 
will recognise Marley’s work 
in promoting his home coun­
try overseas. No official date 
has been set for the cerem­
ony.

The singer was bom in St 
Ann, Jamaica in 1945, but des­
pite his global fame, gover­
nment officials have repeat­
edly ignored calls to name the 
reggae star a national hero.

Only seven Jamaicans 
have been bestowed the title 
national hero, including civil 
rights leader Marcus Garvey 
and former Prime Minister 
Alexander Bustamante.

Marley, who was behind 
songs such as Get Up Stand 
Up and One Love, was given 
the Order o f Merit, Jamaica’s 
third-highest honour, a 
month before his death in 
Miami, aged 36:

A  peacemaker and cham­
pion o f Africa throughout his 
life, Marley’s 60th birthday 
saw thousands converge on 
the Ethiopian capital o f Addis 
Ababa for a celebration con­
cert last year.

Organised by the Bob 
Marley Foundation and the 
African Union, among others, 
it marked the first time his 
birthday liad been celebrated 
outside his native Jamaica.

Ethiopia is the spiritual 
home o f Rastafarianism, a 
religion with which Marley 
was closely associated.

At least six men were inv­
olved in the attack on Private 
Andrei Sychyov, whose inju­
ries were so severe his legs 
and genitals had to be amp­
utated.

The incident took place at 
the Chelyabinsk Tank Acad­
emy in the Ural Mountains on 
New Year’s Eve.

More than 6,000 soldiers 
were victims*of abuse last 
year, the military said.

The 18-year-old is in a 
“ serious but stable” condi­
tion, hospital authorities said. 
His family has accused local 
military officials o f trying to 
hush up the attack.

“ They sent him to the 
army a healthy kid. They’ve 
given us back only half o f my 
brother,” Pte Sychyov’s 
sister told Russian TV.

The BBC’s Steve Rosen­
berg in Moscow says the 
case has shocked the nation, 
which is growing used to sto­
ries o f bullying in the Russian 
army.

The affair has deeply emb­
arrassed the defence ministry 
and outraged the president, 
our correspondent said.

Pte Sychyov contracted 
gangrene after he was forced 
to squat for several hours on 
New Year’s Eve, then tied to 
chairs and beaten, according 
to investigators.

Investigators said more 
senior soldiers carried out the 
beatings, with the co-opera- 
tion o f commanding officers.

Russia’s Defence Mini­
ster Sergei Ivanov has orde­
red a public inquiry.

Russia’s defence minister 
ordered a military commission 
to look into the attack and 
said the findings would be 
made public.

Luther king and family

US presidents honour Kins widow
■■■ K in p  not o n lv  secured her h u - 70 Tannarv -  haH ra rrifrl on

Four US presidents were 
among thousands o f 
mourners who attended 

the funeral o f Coretta Scott 
King, widow of US civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King.

President George W 
Bush paid tribute to Mrs King, 
describing her as “one of the 
most admired Americans o f 
our time” .

“ I ’ve come today to offer 
the sympathy o f our entire 
nation at the passing o f a 
woman who worked to make 
our nation whole,” President 
Bush said. “ Coretta Scott

King not only secured her hu­
sband’s legacy, she built her 
own.”

The writer, Maya Ange- 
lou, also spoke of Mrs-fcng’s 
legacy.

“Those o f us who have 
gathered here, we owe somet­
hing from this minute on, so 

'this gathering is not just ano­
ther footnote on the pages of 
history,” she said.

Flags are being flown at 
half-mast at all US govern­
ment buildings, military posts 
and diplomatic missions 
abroad.

Mrs King - who died on

30 January - had carried on 
her husband’s work for racial 
equality after he was assassi­
nated in 1968.

“She leaves us all a better 
America than the America o f 
her childhood,” TV person­
ality Oprah Winfrey said on 
Monday.

Others who paid their res­
pects to Martin Luther King’s 
widow included the civil rig­
hts leaders Jesse Jackson and 
A1 Sharpton.

Waiting outside the Ebe- 
nezer Baptist Church where 
her casket was lying in hon­
our on Monday, Navy sailor

World figures deplore cartoon row
T T "  ey figures from the Intim ate in a state o f law and one’s religion does not mean called for restraint from all

Jv

Bob Marley

UN, the EU and a pro- 
.minent pan-Islamic 

body have jointly called for 
calm in the wake of outrage 
over cartoons o f the Prophet' 
Muhammad.

UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan and his counterparts 
called the drawings offensive, 
but expressed alarm at the 
violent worldwide reaction to 
them.

The p'rime minister o f 
Denmark, where the cartoons 
were first published, said they 
had led to a “global crisis” .

Several people have been 
killed in angry protests, mo­
stly in Afghanistan.

In France, a court threw 
out on technical grounds an 
application for an injunction 
against a satirical publication 
that planned to print the 12 
caricatures in its Wednesday 
edition.

The editor o f Charlie- 
Hebdo welcomed the ruling.

“Criticising religion is

legitimate l 
must remain so,”  Philippe Val 
said.

But the Union o f Islamic 
Organisations o f France, one 
of the groups that applied for 
the injunction, said “one can­
not insult a religion” .

“To defend the dignity of

one is radical,” Fouad Alaoui 
said.

The statement by Mr 
Annan, the EU’s foreign pol­
icy chief, Javier Solana, and 
the head o f the Organisation 
o f the Islamic Conference 
(OIC), Ekmelettin Ihsanoglu,

sides.
“We believe freedom of 

the press entails responsi­
bility and discretion, and sho­
uld respect the briefs and 
tenets o f all religions. But we 
also believe the recent violent 
acts surpass the limits o f 
peaceful protest,” it said.

Dwight MacMutay said: “She 
was a great woman. We pray 
that we have someone to fill 
her shoes.”

He was one o f the est­
imated 100,000 mourners to 
brave the rain to pay their last 
respects on Monday.

Thousands more had 
already filed past her open ca­
sket in the state Capitol buil­
ding over the weekend.

Mrs King died in her 
sleep, after experiencing poor 
health in recent years.

She met her husband in 
Boston, married him in 1953, 
and supported him in his civil 
rights work.

After his death, she ra­
ised their children while wor­
king to secure his legacy.

In 1969 she founded the 
Martin Luther King Jr Centre 
for Non-violent Social Cha­
nge in Atlanta.

She saw the establishm­
ent o f a national holiday to 
mark her husband’s January 
birthday, from 1986.

N.Korea says US must drop sanctions before talks
_  . . .  ...   A  anpQp r i t i7Pns spp.rpflv snirN"orth Korea will resume 

six-party talks on its 
nuclear activities only 

i f  the United States drops 
threatened sanctions against 
it, a North Korean official said 
on Wednesday as talks 
between Tokyo and Pyongy­
ang ended in rancour.

“The condition is to rem­
ove the financial sanctions,” 
said Song II Ho, North Kor­
ea’s ambassador to bilateral 
talks with Japan in Beijing. “If 
the Japanese tell the U.S., 
they will actually listen to

them more carefully.’"
Song made the comments 

at a press briefing after five 
days o f meetings between 
Japan and North Korea ended 
with both sides far apart over 
abductions o f Japanese citi­
zens —  and no sign o f agree­
ment on resuming the nuclear 
negotiations.

North Korea has said 
more than once it will not ret­
urn to the six-party talks, wh­
ich include the two Koreas, 
Japan, Russia, the United 
States and host China, unless

Washington drops the sanc­
tions threat.

The United States in rec­
ent months has cracked down 
on firms suspected of collu­
ding with North Korea in cou­
nterfeiting and laundering 
money from drug trafficking. 
It also threatened sanctions 
against Pyongyang, which is 
believed to earn as much as 
$1 billion annually from these 
activities.

At thp bilateral talks, 
Japan said North Korea must 
fully explain the fate o f Jap­

anese citizens secretly spir­
ited to North Korea, and it 
demahded Pyongyang hand 
over agents involved in the 
abductions.

North Korea has admitted 
kidnapping 13 Japanese 

<ttizens in the 1970s and 1980s 
to help train spies and says 8 
o f the 13 are dead, but Japan 
wants more information about 
the eight and another three it 
says were abducted.

Song said Japan was exp­
loiting the issue and placed 
the onus on Tokyo to prove 
Pyongyang was hiding anyi- 
fiinjpr®
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Rwanda genocide 
court frees pair

A TTN -h a H ^H  trikimol «  .• -  . .

:

A fr ic a

UN-backed tribunal 
has confirmed the

 .acquittal o f two sen-
•«, ior Rwandan officials charged 

i with genocide.
The two mefrwere found 

| not guilty two years ago due 
to lack o f evidence but pros­
ecutors appealed the verdict,

I saying the court had made 
i errors.

Ex-transport minister 
Andre Ntagerura and ex- 
governor o f Cyangugu provi­
nce Emmanuel Bagambiki 
were accused o f genocide and 
crimes against humanity.

Mr Ntagerura is the first 
former minister to be acqui­
tted by the court.

Italian judge Fausto Pocar

o f the International Criminal 
Tribunal (ICTR) for Rwanda 
rejected the prosecution’s call 
for a new trial.

In February 2004 the court 
found that the prosecution 
had failed to prove that the 
two men had actively partici­
pated in the genocide in Cyan­
gugu, in the south-west.

More than 800,000 people, 
mostly minority Tutsis, were 
killed in a 100-day wave o f 
ethnic violence that swept 
through Rwanda in 1994.

The Tanzania-based 
ICTR has convicted more 
than 20 people and acquitted 
three since it was established 
in 1994. More cases are 
awaiting trial.

Sudan, Chad to 
discuss tension

T he leaders o f Chad and 
Sudan are due to meet 
in Libya at a regional 

mini-summit to try to defuse 
rising tensions between the 
states. The Libyan leadej, 
Muammar Gaddafi, will host 
the discussions, which also 
include three other African 
states.

Chad and Sudan h^ve 
accused each other o f  
carrying out cross-border 
attacks where Chad meets 
Sudan’s Darfur region.

The meeting comes after 
a recent report by Human 
Rights Watch blamed Sudan 
for the upsurge in conflict.

Chad declared a state o f 
war with Sudan last year 
following a deadly attack 
launched from Darfur by 
Chadian rebels.

Chad says the rebels are 
trying to overthrow its 
president, Idriss Deby.

Sudan has repeatedly 
denied allegations made by 
Chad that it is backing the 
rebels and sending Arab 
militias in support.

Sudan has in turn accused 
the Chadians o f  shelling 
across the border.

The presidents o f the two 
countries will meet to tty to 
find a way to end the 
escalating crisis, under the 
brotherly gaze o f Colonel 
Gaddafi, says the BBC’s 
Jonah Fisher in Khartoum.

“We are meeting... to go 
beyond the tension between 
Chad and Sudan and reach 
practical solutions to 
overcome the negative issues 
between the two countries,” 
Libyan Foreign Minister 
Mohammed Abdel-Rahman 
Shalgam said.

One proposal on the table 
is thought to be joint border

patrols, including forces from 
the Central African Republic.

With over two million 
displaced people still in 
camps in Darfur and Chad, the 
United Nations warned last 
week that the three-year-long 
conflict was in danger of 
assuming an international 
dimension.

Mr Ntagerura is the first former minister to be freed by the court

UN pledges co-operation with peace institute
A  United Nations team In.. ^  ~  ~ ^ : i .  :_.____:__

/  \  c<
X X *

SA 6 dry 
murder
Uproar erupted in a 

South African court 
on Tuesday as^six 
people accused of killing three 

workers were given bail.
The “dry-cleaner” killings 

have acquired racial overt­
ones and attracted intense 
attention in South Africa.

The white owner o f a dry- 
cleaning business is among 
those accused o f murdering 
three black employees.

Four o f the accused were 
earlier denied bail. On Thur­
sday, the magistrate said the 
state’s case was not strong 
enough to withhold bail.

The bail announcement 
was greeted with shouting 
and jeering from a packed 
courtroom at the Vereeniging 
Magistrate’s Court, about. 
60km south o f Johannesburg.

“There is still apartheid 
and racism and I will teach my 
children to hate white peo­
ple,” said Dorothy Moeletsi, 
whose daughter, Constance, 
was among the victims.

Gruesome details o f the 
killings published in the media 
have heightened public int­
erest in the case.

The victims were allege­
dly placed in a large washing 
machine with cleaning chem­
icals, and later tied up and str-

United Nations team 
comprising delega- 
ions from the headq­

uarters in New York and its 
agency based in Nigeria were

(By Charles Onunaiju, Senior 
Reporter (Foreign Desk)

-cleaner’ 
case row

angled at Protea Dry Cleaners 
in Vereeniging, on the night 
o f 3 January.

Chari Colyn, the owner of 
Protea Dry Cleaners, his dau­
ghter Isabel, his son-in-law Ja­
cques Smit, and a friend, Ruan 
Swanepoel, were each relea­
sed on 5000 rand ($900) bail.

They had earlier been 
denied bail, and have been in 
custody for. almost a month.

The other two accused, 
employees Samuel Mzizi and 
Jacob Dlamini, were released 
on R2000 bail each.

The case has been postp­
oned until 7 March for farther* 
investigation.

gic conflict assessment SCA, 
o f Nigeria conducted by the

guests to the Institute for pe- WiIh J *  T '
ace and coifllict resolution^
Abuja where they promised £ - £ £ 2 2 2
to collaborate with the insti­
tute to build capacities for pe­
ace and development in Nig­
eria. The UN team which incl­
uded Ms Marie Pace and Mr. 
Chetan Kumal o f the UNDP, 
Tapico Kanninen o f the 
department o f political affairs, 
New York and Ms Gay Rosen- 
blum-Kumar o f the depart­
ment o f Economic and Social 
Affairs said that their visit to 
the institute is to further exp­
lore areas o f co-operation and 
collaboration to strengthen 
research work on peace and 
conflict resolution.

The director general o f 
the institute, Dr. Sunday Och- 
eche said that the team was 
at the institute to seek infor­
mation about the National 
Action Plan NAP, the strate-

Programme UNDP, United 
States Agency for Internat­
ional Development USAID 
and the World Bank. The 
United Nations team is also 
expected is to also see to the 
implementation level o f the 
National Action plan o f the 
strategic conflict assessment 
o f Nigeria.

vel meeting on mainstreaming 
peace building capacity as a 
critical challenge and comp­
onent of the national develop­
ment said that the current 
National Economic and Em­
powerm ent Development 
plans (NEEDS) incorporated 
the essential and basic elem­
ents o f the institute’s work on 
its framework. Dr. Ochuche 
further remarked that the 
institute in collaboration with 
partners like the United Nat­
ions would continue to make 
critical inputs in the nation’s 
development strategy, espec-

Theinstitutedirectorgen- “ i t v Z  I '“ e6* eSpf
eral who welcomed the team, “ ‘ ' ^ ^ ' " S ^ ' S m f o r

which he called vaiuabie pan- COnfl'C‘
ners said that the institute wh­
ich last year hosted a high le-

Senegal ex-PM freed during match
enegal’s former Prime >n the African Nations’ Cup

S Minister Idrissa Seek, 
who is accused o f corr­
uption, has been freed after 
six months in jail.

Mr Seek denies he spent 
double the agreed $80m for a 
road to his home town, Thies. 
A  charge o f threatening state 
security has been dropped.

Judges at a special court 
hearing his case ordered his 
release.

His supporters gathered 
in the capital, Dakar, to greet

mainstreaming peace building 
capacities in major state 
organs.

Owner of Kenya 
building arrested
K

semi-final.
Many clutched portable 

radios to their ears to listen 
to live commentary o f the 
match against Egypt, Reuters 
news agency reports.

Mr Seek was instrumental 
in Abdoulaye Wade’s 2000 
presidential election victory 
but the two have since fallen 
out

The ex-prime minister was 
sacked almost two years ago, 
accused o f trying to challenge 
President Wade’s leadership

him as most Senegalese wat- ; o f the Senegalese Democratic 
ched their team’s performance Party.

enyan police have 
arrested the owner o f 
a building that colla­

psed in the capital, Nairobi, 
last month.

At least 20 people were 
killed irt the building, which 
was under construction.

The arrest came after pol­
ice placed notices in news­
papers seeking help in finding 
businessman Nganga Kiho- 
nge, who disappeared shortly 
after the collapse.

Mr Kihonge could be cha­
rged with negligence, Criminal 
Investigation Department 
spokesman Gideon Kibunja* 
told the BBC Network Africa 
programme.

He was arrested as'he left

a hospital where he was being 
treated for injuries sustained 
in a car accident before the 
building collapsed, the AP 
news agency reports.

Earlier reports have sugg­
ested Mr Kihonge may face 
manslaughter charges.

Four Nairobi city council 
officials have already been 
suspended from their posts 
and charged with negligence. 
They have pleaded not guilty. I 

Over 100 people were i 
injured when the building fell 
down on 23 January.

Shoddy construction and 
corruption in the issuing o f | 
building licences have been 
blamed for the collapse o f the 
unfinished five-storey struc­
ture.



VACANCY!! VACANCY!!! SALE OFNEW SHOPS IN WUSE MARKET:
A newspaper company with its headquarters in Abuj a requires applications from 
suitable and qualified candidates to fill the following vacancies.

(1) MARKETING EXECUTIVES

Location: Abuja, Lagos, Ibadan and Port Harcourt

Qualifications: The duties and responsibilities of the Marketing Executives will 
be to expand readership of the newspaper in their zones and report daily activities 
of their operation to the Marketing Manager in Abuja. The qualifications required 
for the job are as follows:

B. Sc/HND in Economics, Business Admin, Marketing or related 
field obtained from a reputable University/Polytechnic*
Honesty, dedication to duty and readiness to work at any location 
in Nigeria at all times.
At least 3 years post-qualification experience preferably acquired 
from Newspaper Company.
Candidates with a Second 01ass Upper Division degree will have 
an upper hand in the final selection.
Residency and good knowledge of Abuja, Lagos, Port Harcourt 
and Ibadan metropolis will be an added advantage.

(2) ADVERT EXECUTIVES

Location: Kano, Lagos, Port Harcourt and Abuja.

Duties:
Successful candidates are expected to deepen the existing advert market and: 
source new clientele for patronage.

Qualifications:
Same qualifications as above.
In additi on to (1) above candidates who have obtained an MB A 
or minimum of 5 years requisite experience will be given first 
consideration.
Successful candidates must be aggressive, smart, honest and be 
willing to meet expected sales targets.

(3) ADVERT CANVASSERS j

Locaton: Kaduna, Kano, Maiduguri, Sokoto, Lagos and Port Harcourt.

»
Duties:
Advert Canvassers and Freelancers are required to secure new advertisements 
for the newspaper.

Qualifications:
B.Sc. graduate or OND/NCE with minimum of 2 years experience may apply 
for this position.

*

Remuneration:
The remuneration for the positions of Advert Executives and Canvassers are 
very generous. They include very competitive salary and bonuses. They also' 
include good commission's that are promptly paid to deserving earners.

Method of Application: .
Interested candidates should send in their applications with CV’s and relevant 
credentials as well as daytime contact telephone numbers within 2 weeks from 
the date of this advertisement to:-

The Advertiser 
P.O. Box 6873 
Wuse Zone 3,
Abuja. r

OPEN APPEALTO THE FEDERAL 
EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

O nce again, we wish to thank the Federal Executive Council and in 

particular the Minister o f the Federal Capital Territory for their 

innovative policies, in Wuse Market. We feel the pains o f some o f the 

policies, but we are very much appreciative o f the foresight and vision 

behind the entire exercise. There can never be gain without pain. We 

also appreciate the effort o f the market managers and the Implementation 

Committee. We commend their zeal and hard work. However, we believe 
that the implementation o f the government policies in the market has 

to be reviewed to fall in line with the government contemplation and 

vision, which is to re-position the Abuja trader for effective and decent 

performance.

We are appealing therefore, that the sale o f new shops built in Wuse 

Market be suspended until the construction is completed and the shops 

numbered. Issuance o f letters o f offer for shops without specifying 

their location is wrong. Traders need shops for different purposes o f 
trading. It is only logical that one should physically examine the shop 

you are giving him before committing himself. In the last bidding 

exercise, each bidder was specifically required to physically examine 

the shop he is bidding for to ensure he is bidding for it as it is. That is 
the normal thing to do. It should be appreciated that the traders displaced 

from the construction site were only given a little time to vacate their 

shops, and for twelve months on, have been idle. Their case should not 
be compounded by issuance o f blind offers. One should not be led to 
take the first step in a 50-year lease blindly.

We are in support o f an early release o f the offers as soon as 

construction is completed and the shops numbered so that one knows 
which shop he is applying for. Traders that deal on light items will prefer 

to take shops in tlif upper floor, while those that deal on heavy items 

such as bags o f sugar and rice or other heavy commodities will invariably 

prefer the more expensive shops on the ground floor. There is no logic 

behind a uniform price for shops in a third floor and one on a ground 
floor. After all, a two-bedroom apartment in Aspkoro costs more than a 

seven bedroom duplex in Gwagwalada.

Equally o f concern to us, is this issue o f giving deadlines for a process 

that has not started. The traders have only two weeks to express their 

right o f first refusal starting from the 3 rd o f February. Unfortunately, 

the notice in AM M L is that ‘ inquiries’ should start on Thursday the 9th 
o f February, six days into the deadline. We appeal that in future, such a 

deadline should commence with the issuance o f the offers.
We also wish to join the appeal for the cessation o f demolition o f 

shops in Wuse Market for the purpose o f rebuilding. We understand 

only the Federal Executive Council can alter any decision regarding 

the exercise. The shops should be sold to the traders. These shops were 

built by F.C.D.A. only eight years ago and could easily yield about one 

hundred and eighty million (180,000,000) naira to the federal 

government. Moreover, we suppose that they were among the shops 

approved for sale by the Federal Executive Council.
We also wish to remind the committee o f the need to publish for 

sales, all other shops in the market not yet taken care.pf in the extension.

Finally, our thumbs are up for this administration in the areas o f 

transparency and due process. May the remaining exercise in Wuse 

Market be guided by this same passion.

Thank you and long live the Federal Republic.
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T r u s t  I n t e r n a t i o n a l
M iddle E ast

Hamas 6 ready 
to talk to Israel’
Tlhe political leader o f 

Palestinian militant 
group Hamas has said 

j the group is willing to take a 
| serious step towards peace 
i f  Israel does the same.

Khaled Meshaal told the 
i BBC that Hamas would not 
| renounce violence, saying 
i resisting an occupation was 
legal.

But he said a long-term 
| truce would be possible i f 
Israel accepted conditions 

I including a return to its 1967 
| borders.

Israel’s acting PM said if 
he won next month’s poll, Is- 

; rael would retain West Bank 
i settlement blocs and Jerusa­
lem.

However, Ehud Olmert 
said Israel would be prepared 

| to give up parts o f the West 
Bank where most Palestinians 

j were living.
His interview on Israel 

television was his first since 
j taking power a month ago fol­
lowing Ariel Sharon’s mas- 
I sive stroke.

Mr Meshaal said h.e r

He and other Hamas lead­
ers are in the Egyptian capi­
tal, Cairo, to discuss the next 
step after their 25 January 
election win over rivals Fatah.

Hamas has largely ob­
served a truce in its fight with 
Israel for the past year.

However, Israel believes 
offers like the latest by Mr 
Meshaal are a ruse to allow 
Hamas to gather its strength, 
since its charter calls for the 
destruction o f the Jewish 
state, our correspondent 
says.

Speaking on Channel 2 
TV, Mr Olmert said Israel 
would retain “united Jerusa­
lem” , which would include 
occupied East Jerusalem, if 
his Kadima party won Israel’s 
general election on 28 
March.

But he said Israel would 
disengage from parts o f the 
West Bank where the popu­
lation is mostly Palestinian, 
at the same time as retaining 
its three main, settlement 
blocs. Khaled Meshaal leads Hamas 

from exile in Damascus
j wanted to send a message to 
the next Israeli government 

| that Hamas would be ready 
I to talk i f  Israel met certain 
j strict condition's.

Now it’s time for Israel to 
| do what they said they would 
i never do and enter dialogue 
j with Hamas

The most important o f 
| these was that Israel must 
withdraw to the boundaries 
it had until the 1967 Middle 
East war, Mr Meshaal told 

;the BBC’s Middle East edi- 
; tor Jeremy Bowen.

Hamas would then “pos- 
i sibly give a long-term truce 
\ with Israel”, he said.

“This is a position that 
Hamas could take, but not 
now, only after Israel 

i recognises the rights o f the 
| Palestinians, to show and 
(confirm its willingness to 
withdraw to the 1967 bor­
ders,” he said.

j Mr Meshaal said such a 
j move by Israel could create 
i conditions for the interna­
tional community to'find a 

i solution for all o f the region’s 
problems.

Our correspondent says 
| that by putting the onus on 
the international community,

| the Hamas leader seems to 
I be displaying a willingness 
;to accept international me­
diation.

But Mr Meshaal, who 
lives in exile in the Syrian 
capital, Damascus, also 
warned that the militant 
group was capable o f  lead­
ing the Palestinians in a long 
fight that they would be bet-

Japan PM cools 
on succession bill
Japanese Prime Minister 

Junichiro Koizumi has 
indicated he may no 

longer speed a bill through 
parliament to allow female 
royal succession. Mr 
Koizumi’s slower approach 
came one day after the news 
that Princess Kiko was preg­
nant, raising hopes a male 
heir may yet be bom into the 
royal family.

“I want to proceed cau­
tiously so as not to make this 
a political tool,” Mr Koizumi 
said o f the controversial bill.

The bill was first pro­
posed because no male royal 
has been bom for 40 years.

But the imperial agency 
announced on Tuesday that 
Princess Kiko, the wife o f 
Emperor Akihito’s second 
son Prince Akishino, was 
pregnant.

I f  she has a son, it could 
dramatically alter the current 
situation in the imperial fam­
ily, where there has been in­
creasing concern over who 
will succeed the throne after ■ 
Crown Prince Naruhito.

Naruhito, first in line to 
the throne after his father 
Akihito, has just one daugh­
ter with his wife, Crown Prin­
cess Masako.'

Princess Kiko and Prince 
Akishino currently have two 
daughters.

Moves to allow female

fierce debate in Japan.
Many Japanese support 

the idea, but conservatives 
oppose any change to the 
country’s male-only imperial 
law.

Mr Koizumi had earlier 
pledged to propose the bill 
to parliament by June.

Asked on Wednesday 
whether he was keeping to 
this timescale, Mr Koizumi 
reportedly avoided a clear- 
cut answer.

“The issue does not in­
volve a question o f whether 
I stick to [the timing] or not,” 
Mr Koizumi said.

“ It’s desirable that the 
legislation be enacted when 
everyone can support it,”  Mr 
Koizumi told parliament.

“Now public opinion is 
split, and I would like to deal 
with the issue carefully.”

Israel has occupied East 
Jerusalem since 1967.Jt an­
nexed the area in 1981 and 
sees it as its exclusive do­
main.

Under international law 
the area is considered to be 
occupied territory.

East Jerusalem is often 
called Arab East Jerusalem 
because the majority o f its I 
residents are Palestinian, and | 
Palestinians hope to estab- | 
lish their future capital there.

B ritish police said 
Wednesday they 
had no evidence that 

the July 7 London suicide 
bombers attended a mosque 
headed by a preacher sen­
tenced to seven years in 
prison for inciting followers 
to kill non-Muslims.

The Times and Daily Mail 
| newspapers reported 

Wednesday that Mohammad 
Sidique Khan and Shehzad 
Tanweer —  two o f the four 
men who blew themselves up 
on three subway trains and a 
bus —  had attended north 
London’s Finsbury Park 
mosque.

Abu Hamza al-Masri, the 
mosque’s chief imam between 
1997 and 2003, was sentenced 
to seven years in prison Tues­
day for promoting the slay­
ing o f non-Muslims as a “re­
ligious duty.”

A  Metropolitan Police 
spokeswoman said police 
had “ no evidence at this 
stage that any o f those in­
volved (in the July 7 attacks) 
had connections with Abu 
Hamza and anyone who has 
any relevant information 
should contact us.” The 
spokeswoman, speaking 
anonymously in keeping with 
police practice, said the in­
vestigation was continuing.

The blasts killed 52 com­
muters and the bombers. No 
one has been arrested in con­
nection that attacks, the

No evidence 
bombers attended 
London Mosque

worst bombings in London 
since World War II.

The mosque —  de­
scribed by anti-terrorist po­
lice chief Peter Clarke as a 
“honeypot for extremists” —  
was attended by both Sept. 
11 plotter Zacarias 
Moussaoui and failed “shoe 
bomber” Richard Reid, and 
has been linked to several 
other terrorist suspects.

The one-eyed, hook­
handed Al-Masri, 47, also 
faces extradition to the United 
States on charges o f trying 
to establish a terrorist train­
ing camp in Oregon, conspir­
ing to take hostages in 
Yemen and facilitating terror 
training in Afghanistan.

Authorities in Britain and 
the United States accuse al.7 
Masri o f being at the center 
o f a web o f terrorist activi­
ties from the 1990s until po­
lice raided the Finsbuiy Park 
mosque in 2003.

He had faced a maximum 
o f life in prison in the British 
case.

Judge Anthony Hughes 
sentenced al-Masri to seven

years on the most serious 
charge o f soliciting murder 
and allowed him to serve his 
sentences on the other 
charges concurrently, includ­
ing fomenting racial hatred, 
possessing a terrorist docu­
ment and possessing abusive 
recordings.

Defense attorneys said 
al-Masri planned to appeal. 
Defense lawyer Muddassar 
Arani said al-Madfi believed 
he was “a prisoner o f faith, 
and this is a slow martyrdom 
for him.”

Muslim cleric Abu Hamza al- 
Masri has been jailed for seven 
years after he was found guilty of  
inciting murder and face hate. .
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Trust International

watching Carnival?

T he Brazilian
government w ill 
distribute 25 million 

free condoms to promote safe 
; sex during the country’s 
| Carnival holidays, the Health 
Ministry said Monday.

The condoms, provided 
| under the government’ s 
acclaimed anti-AIDS 

; program, will be given out at 
i health clinics and in sites like 
! public squares and dances.

“ It’s that time o f year when 
j we boost distribution 
I because o f the increase in 
j demand,” an official from the 
Health Ministry’s anti-AIDS

program said.
Carnival kicks o ff across 

the nation on February 25, 
heralding several days o f 
parades, parties, revelry and, 
for some people, sexual 
abandon. The Rio de Janeiro 
carnival is the best known 
worldwide but every big city 
has its own celebrations.

The Health Ministry said 
the purpose o f the handout 
was to prevent the spread o f 
AIDS and other sexually 
transmitted diseases. Last 
year, it announced a plan to 
distribute more than 1 billion 
free condoms nationwide in 
2006.

The Roman Catholic 
Church in Brazil — 'the 
world's largest Catholic 
country —  routinely 
denounces such programs 
as encouraging sex and 
contravening its stand 
against contraception.

Drivers in an antique Jeep head toward in Armenia, Colombia, some 110 miles west o f  Bogota, Tuesday, Feb. 7, 2006. 
About 450 cars arrived to the event to try break a Guinness Record.

Cops nab speeders with pickup, baby seat

Omaha police have 
arrested an 11-year- 
old boy as a robbery 

suspect. The boy, already- 
sought on suspicion o f 
burglary, and a 15-year-old 
companion were armed with 
BB guns.

A  woman and a teenage girl 
told police that two boys had 
fired BBs at their upstairs 
apart men. windows about 

j 7:40 p.m. Sunday.
The boys then forced their 

way inside the apartment,
: pointed the BB guns at the 
woman and the girl and stole 

: tools and compact discs, a 
police report said 

Shortly afterward the boys 
■ were spotted in the area and 
: arrested

Officer (Tins LeGrow, a 
spokesman for the Omaha 

[ Police Department, said 
: Tuesday that he didn't know 
j whether thfe boy was the 
;youngest armed robbery 
suspect ever arrested by his 
department.

But he recalled once 
having to lift a burglary 

! suspect up to a counter so 
the boy coukf ; police
0  ■ ■■

: bov'1- V

yen P °nch and Jon 
V H  from “CHiPs” might 

-i L - r ; ; a bit envious o f the 
newest w» a : >n in the never- 
ending battk to nab 
speeders.

Police in Mount Pleasant 
aren’t using a Camaro or a 
Mustang but an ordinary 
unmarked six-cylinder pickup 
truck —  one with a baby seat 
at that.

Officer Mathew Pagliarini 
doesn’t know o f any other 
officers who drive unmarked 
pickups.

drug raid and outfitted it with 
tinted windows and hidden 
blue lights. They want to limit 
descriptions o f the make and
model so as not to aler* 
motorists.

For many drivers, the first 
alert is when they see the blue 
lights flash.

The truck can surprise law 
enforcement officers as well.

As the unmarked pickup 
recently sat beside Interstate 
526 waiting for speeders, a 
Transportation Department 
roadside assistance vehicle

help.
“Hey man, you’ re blowing 

my cover,” Pagliarini said.
Later, as he wrote a ticket 

for a car clocked at 83 mph, a 
Charleston County sheriff’s 
deputy stopped to make sure 
Pagliarini was an officer.

“ You never know,” the

deputy said. “ You get some 
freaks driving around with 
blue lights. Last night, two 
guys posing as police officer^ 
robbed some folks in North 
Charleston.”

Later, Pagliarini stopped a 
driver doing 90 tnph who said 
he was late for work.

“I ’ll be driving slower now 
for sure,”  said the driver, who 
was looking inside the truck 
that Pagliarini sometimes 
uses to chauffeur his 1-year- 
old son when off duty.

“You even got a baby seat 
in there? Oh, man.T don’ t 
believe it,” the driver said.

to save chicken
Woman does ‘mouth-to-beak’

open again. “ I said, ‘ I think j 
this chicken’s alive now. Keep 
it warm.’”

Morris said she was 
pleased to find that the bird 
she saved was an “exotic,” 
and not just an ordinary 
chicken.

The chicken is called Boo 
Boo, because she is easily 
frightened. The family 
thought Boo Boo was 
startled and flopped into the

Sometimes a chicken 
does have lips, just not 
her own Marian 

Morris saved her brother’s 
exotic chicken, Boo Boo, b\ 
administering ‘ mouth-to- 

j beak” resuscitation or the 
j fow l after it was found 
j floating face down in the 
j family's pond.

Morris, a retired nurse, said 
she hadn't had any practice 
with CPR in years, but that 
sire was interested ito see if; 
she 'still had it.”

“1 breathed into its beak, 
and its dad-gum eyes 
popped open,” Morris said. 

f breathed into its beak
attain. and its eyes popped pond.

Man, 94, shoots self, waits hours for help

A 94-year-old man who abdomen while cleaning his waiting until the next morning
accidentally shot shotgun is expected to make to ask for help.

himself i the a full recovery, despite Marcus Sturghill Was
trying to clean his .20-gaugeWbrld's first miDkm-doflar coconut tree for sale

Looking for something special to brighten your home,
garden, tropical beachfront hotel or casino? Hô v. about 
k million-dol (ar coconut tree?

Tin- is no ordinary palm tree, though — it’s a botanical 
marvel, for the tree has three heads instead o f one. j 

The Marc Delorme Agricultural Research Centre in Ivory 
Coast says n will reluctantly parr with its pride possession, a 
magnificent 30-metre; i 00-feet» Malayan tall, in exchange for 
a m illion dollars to he ip fund its research. ■*

“Cot onnt trees withmultiple heads are very rare and I have 
nevef seen, a n y  as I x v b T i f n j  as this,” coconut expert Roland 
Boardeix, of France's Centte for International Agronomic 
Research for Development’! ̂ Cirad), told AFP.

< hairts the cents e, located about 30 kilometres (20 miles)
ar record o f research into

Research Centre *>
:iMth its pride pr, sse.
"Wlidvan ittlh tifc

< will elm U< >1 tty part 
i Sfkmetoei feefy 

"it. niUiok

50-yee

• >r i4 j , 1 * Mi1 a, • a is, :
. a single stem, PjjJiy^fel^cJo 

^ jh p foh ^ ffedg j are j

.nwrsverixitn-jimfo

shotgun when it discharged 
and hit him with a load o f j 
birdshot in the abdomen | 
about 7 ' p.m. Sunday, j 
Crittenden County sheriff’s 
investigator Thomas Martin 
said.

Martin said Sturghill ; 
waited for a home health care j 
nurse to arrive about 8:30 a.m. j 
Monday before asking for i 
medical attention.

Before the nurse arrived, | 
Sturghill had cleaned the 
wound and wrapped it with a 
towel, Martin said. Sturghill 
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Currencies

IFC
executive

on sales of residential houses in 
the FCT.

Defendants to the suit are 
Minister o f Federal Capita! 
Territory, Federal Capital 
Territory Administration 
(FCTA) President Olusegun 
Obasanjo. Attorney General of 
the Federation and the NNPC.

The occupants numbering 
134, contended that the estate

West African 
Unit of Account

Country N-Equivalent
: The Gambia ' 6.0320
Ghana 0.0143

; Guinea 0.0588
i Liberia 1.8633
j S/Leone 3,563.84

Nigeria 192.48

. Parallel Market
Average

Dollar 144 145
Pounds 261 175

/  1

visits Nigeria
Lars Thunell, Executive Vice 

President o f the 
International Finance 
Corporation, the private sector 

ana of the World Bank Group, 
will visit Nigeria, from today 
February 10 to 13, 2006.

The visit underscores the 
importance and continuing 
commitment that IFC attaches to 
its partnership with Nigeria. Mr. 
Thuneli’s program will include 
meetings with President 
Olusegun Obasanjo and
government officials, as well, as 
consultations with local private 
sector- representatives, IFC 
clients, donors, and
representatives of civil society. 
Mr. Thunell will be accompanied 
by Mr. Richard Ranfcen, IFC 
director for Africa.

These meetings will give Mr. 
Thunell an opportunity to 
discuss economic and social 
developmental priorities for the 
country and to explore ways to 
promote more private sector 
development.

“We congratulate Nigeria on 
its credit rating, which we believe 
reflects the vigour with which 
President Obasanjo and his team 
are pursuing their economic 
reform agenda/ said Mr. Thunell.

j Cocoa farmers 
embrace new 
technology

Cocoa farmers in the 14 
cocoa producing states are 
set to embrace a new 
j: training module, the “Farmers 

i Field School (FFS)”  training 
- technology, as from next month.

The International Institute of 
Tropical A griculture's Sustainable 

; Tree Crops Programme (HTA/ 
> STCP f is expected to provide the 
i required expertise, management 
| and overall leadership in the 
: implementation o f the FFS 
! programme.

This was contained in a 
memorandum sent by the Cocoa 
Development Sub-Committee on 
sensitisation, training and 
implementation to the Minister 
o f Agriculture and Rural 
Development, Malam Adamu 
Bello

A member of the committee, 
who preferred anonymity, made 

? this known to the News Agency 
: of Nigeria (NAN.) yesterday in 
Abuja.

i Back: President Olusegun Obasanjo received the new Managing Director o f British American Tobacco Nigeria, Richard Hodgson (sixth from ( 'fit) at the State House 
a last year. Richard Hodgson is seen here being introduced to the President by the former outgoing MD , Nick Hales (extreme right). Others are B.4TN officials.

: Text 
messages urge boycott 

of Danish goods
Series of GSM text messages 

have been sent to Muslims 
across the country to 
boycott products from Denmark 

and Norway.
The messages to Muslims, 

come on the heels of protests by 
Muslims over the cartooning of 
Prophet Mohammed by a Danish 
newspaper

“Please boycott all products 
made in Denmark and Norway, 
e.g. Nido and Dano milk. Help 
pass this message for the sake of 
Allah to other people,” one of the 
text message stated.

Yet anothei one said- 
“Boycott all products made i • 
Denmark and Norw * and also do 
not do business v ':l -c.n.” 

NAN report « messages, 
which has int^ many GSM 
phone fs tQ > t ged Muslims 
to emb r! jr ; ers against the 
•’b1- «r -jo!;' publication.

K ss.iges, which were 
; . ■ ma'dtude, also called on

mis to condemn the cartoon 
i all its entirety.

NAN recalls that Kano State 
House of Assembly on Tuesday 
burnt the Danish and Norwegian 
flags to protest the 
“blasphemous” cartoon.

NNPC tenants sue FG over sale of estate
Occupants of NNPC estate 

in Area 11, Abuja, have 
sued the federal 
government and the Corporation 

over government policy on sale 
of residential houses.

In the suit filed before a 
Federal High Court in Abuja on 
Tuesday, the plaintiffs are asking 
the court to compel NNPC to 
sell the estate to them in line with 
the federal government directive

being part of th^government 
residential houses in Abuja is 
subject to the approved 
guidelines on the sale of federal 
government residential quarters 
in the FCT.

Counsel to the occupants, 
Mr Jeff Ejikonye, said that the 
estate was built with funds from 
the federation account under 
special priority project of

First Guarantee positions to administer pensions
F

irct {"rimrnnf'f'P Ppnsinncirst Guarantee Pensions 
Limited, one o f the 
recently registered pension 

F und Administraors (PFA’s) has 
increased its authorised share 
capital from N200miilion to 
N500million, chairman of the* 
company, Mr Olaiya Olando Ojo 
has said.

Speaking in Abuja yesterday 
after the company’s 2006Annual 
General Meeting (AGM), Mr. 
Ojo said the meeting was called 
to approve the inflow of more 
funds into the company, as aw'ay 
of consolidating its position and 
making it ready for the task o f 
administering pensions in the 
country.

He said various individuals 
and corporate bodies have 
indicated interest in investing in 
the new company, hence the 
need to admit more investors.

According to Ojo, in addition

By Anas A. Galadirna, Asst, j 
Business Editor 

to already existing shareholders, 
the company will admit two or 
three more corporate investors 
who will add value to (he serv ices 
of the company.

‘ ‘We are going for two or three 
institutional investors who will 
add value to the company. They 
will be reputable insurance and 
stock broking firms”.

He said when the company 
begins full operations its target 
will be to attract working 
Nigerians from all parts of the 
country both in the public and 
private sectors of the economy 
as away of ensuring that it 
remains at a leading position in 
the industry.

Also speaking to Business 
Trust after the AGM. The 
Mahaging Director o f the

Northern
Business
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company, Mr. Nkem Odibeli said 
the firm which currently has 
branches in Lagos and Abuja, is 
planning to open a branch in Port 
Harcourt next month, while three 
other branches would be 
established before the end of the 
year

“Our vision is to be a world 
class PFA that will provide good 
service. We want to have the 
highest level of integrity in the 
industry.” he said.

Vice Chairman of the firm 
Hon Eze Chidi Duru said the j 
company would abide by the 
rules governing pension 
administration as a way o f j 
gaming and retaining the j 
confidcnce of its clients, adding 1 
that “ this is a highly regulated | 
industry and the National j 
Pension Commission is there to I 
regulate and safeguard j 
contributors’ money”

FCT to
regulate

GSM masts

government and designated as 
quarters for NNPC staff.

He said that when the NNPC 
staff could not take up the flats 
because of high rent charged by 
the Corporation, it paved the 
way for most of his clients who 
could afford the rent to take up 
their respective flats in the 
estate.

He contended that as 
occupants of the estate, they 
were entitled to all the rights 
incidental to their status under 
the federal government policy on 
sale of its houses in Abuja.

The plaintiffs jointly asked 
the court to restrain the NNPC 
from transferring the estate to its 
Pension Trustee Incorporated to 
manage and to continue 
demanding rent from them.

Ejikonye said that the estate 
did not fall into the categories of 
houses exempted from the sales 
policy as contained in the maiden 
edition of the Federal Tenders

Journal on May 2005.
To buttress the claim, the 

counsel said that FCTA in May 
2005 made available to them 
application forms for purchase 
each of the flat occupied by his 
clients.

He said that they completed 
the forms and submitted same 
with non-refundable fee of 
N 10,000 per applicant.

When NNPC discovered this, 
he said that its management 
transferred the estate to its 
Pension Trustee body to manage 
and claimed ground that the estate 
did not form part of houses to be 
sold by government.

Meanwhile, counsel to 
NNPC, Dr Olumide Ayeni, has 
filed a Notice of Preliminary 
Objection to the suit.

In the application, Ayeni 
challenged the-jurisdiction of the 
Federal High Court to entejtain the 
suit and the right of action of the 
plaintiffs.

Fore ign  E xchange  Rates
Currency Buying Selling
LMlar 131.86 132.86
Pounds 239.27 241.09
HJRO 164.42 165.66
YEN 120 . 1.21
WAUA 193.58 195.04
RIVAL 35.15 ' 35.4?
CFA 0.240 0.250
Rand 20.54 21.55
S/Dollar 8.00 9.52
Yuan 16.00 17.00
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Northern Business

The Abuja business environment is difficult
Abubakar Sani is the chairman, Wuse Zone 4, Abuja Bureau de Change 
Operators Association, and "the chief executive o f  Ajami Bureau de 
Change. H e and his members have experienced some difficulties after 
the FCT demolition team visited their popular zone 4 business site. In 
this interview with our reporter, Hamisu M uhammad, he recounts their 
problems and new initiatives to keep their business moving.

f ^ i r ,  we realised that 
some o f your members 
have experienced  

some difficulties in transact­
ing business as a result o f  the 
demolition o f the zone 4  cor- ■ 
ner shops, how do you man­
age now?.

Yes, honestly we are af­
fected, because bureau de 
change is a kind o f cluster 
business where we come to­
gether in one market and if 
there is need for any foreign 

| exchange transaction we pool 
! our resources but with this 
demolition some o f our mem­
bers have to find themselves 
outside zone 4 area where the 
market was established, so 
because o f that we encoun- 

I ter some problems, however 
with the advent o f GSM we 
are able to minimize the prob- 

| lems. The only thing now js 
that to bring out huge money 
from one place to another is 
not comfortable for us.

Recently, the chairman, 
(Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) 
M all am Nuhu Ribadu, 
beamed his search light on

Abubakar Sani
your activities where he said 
most o f  your transactions as­
sisted fraudulent people to 
syphone money form  the 
country, how true is this al­
legation ?

The role o f Bureau de 
change in economic develop­
ment in Nigeria can not be 
overemphasized, for instance, 
when we talk about African 
Growth and Opportunity Act 
(AGOA), the American initia­
tive on African economic

growth, we bureau de change 
operators contribute a lot, 
whereby people export their 
commodities, and due to lack 
o f domiciliary accounts, they 
have to come to us to ex­
change their mr̂ ney, our busi­
ness provide* a gap, also 
some new companies, en­
gaged in international trans­
actions also patronise us and 
this assists them in develop­
ing their businesses.

Again, when they said 
fraudulent people are using 
some o f our members to 
syphone money from the 
country, these are not our 
members and I hope EFCC is 
able to know who those peo­
ple are because there has 
never been that kind o f inci­
dence here in zone 4, but in 
any business there most be 
some bad eggs therefore it 
depends on the authority to 
trace them and take the nec­
essary measure against them.

How will you react to 
EFCC’s notion that in devel­
oped countries you hardly 
find this type o f transaction 
as you are doing  here in Ni-

g en a ;
Yes we believe it is not 

proper, but this time around 
we are trying to make it in 
such a way that our members 
find a definite place with defi­
nite address, that is one rea­
son why we agreed to build ' 

' an edifice that would accom­
modate everybody so, when 
you look at our environment, 
not only bureau de change 
business is been done in such 
a way, but other businesses, 
you can see people selling 
shoes,- drugs, clothes on the 
road with no proper address, 
we are not contemplating do­
ing wrong but there will be a 
time when things will be put 
in order.

In order as how?
One problem we are fac­

ing now is that the licensing 
process as requested by the 
Central Bank ofNigeria (CBN) 
is very stringent, the last time 
we had meeting with EFCC we 
told them o f the stringent li­
censing requirement, and I 
believe he heard our com­
plaint and they are working 
towards that.

What are such stringent 
conditions?

Like the deposit,- CBN is 
asking for N 10 millidn and the 
qualifications o f people that 
will operate the bureau de 
change and most o f our mem­
bers are people with primary 
and secondary school certifi

cates or even none, therefore 
we request that they should 
relax such conditions.

What is the response from 
the CBN?

We held series o f meet­
ings with CBN officials and I 
believe they must have writ-

Charles Soludo, CBN Gov 
ten their reports, may be be­
cause o f the bureaucracy, the 
result is yet to come out.

You talked about build­
ing a shopping mall, how 
did the idea start and what 
is the benefit?

It started when we had 
notice o f demolition, we there­
fore gathered ourselves and 
approached the minister and 
eventually he heard our com­
plaint and gave us the assur­
ance o f his support, firstly, he

allocated the land to our mem­
bers, but under stringent con­
ditions.

How did you generate 
funds for building such a big 
shopping mall?

We partly contributed the 
funds but we are also looking 
for financiers to help us be­
cause the amount is very 
high.

We are in discussion with 
some primary mortgage bank­
ers to finance some o f our 
members after the building. So 
that they will use their alloca­
tions as collateral. ,

People would like to 
know the owner o f the land 
(zone 4 shopping mall) and 
your other problems?

Yes, the minister has allo­
cated the land to our com­
pany, zone four property de­
velopment company, we paid 
the fees.

There are a lot o f prob­
lems in doing business here, 
firstly, there are different 
types o f levies, environmen­
tal bills, revenue people and 
the high charges o f rent of 
offices and shops, are some 
o f the difficulties we encoun­
ter in our business and our 
clients do not always con­
sider such things, they al­
ways need cheaper things or 
rates when doing business 
with us.

Post consolidation: Bank customers face difficulties in Kaduna
F ollowing the consoli 

dation in the backing 
sector, some branches 
o f the new banks in Kaduna 

are finding it difficult to pro-

From AbdulRaheem Aodu,
Correspondent Kaduna

vide the required services as 
many customers are having

difficulty accessing their ac­
counts.

When Business Trust vis­
ited the former Standard Trust 
Bank now UB A Group along

...as Assembly increases budget by N2b
Kaduna State House of 

Assembly has 
adopted the report o f 
its standing committee on this 

year’s appropriation bill rec­
ommending an upward re­
view o f the budget estimates.

Committee chairman, Mo­
hammed Ashiru, while sub­

mitting the report to the 
house, said it was imperative 
to increase the budget esti­
mates by N2 billion.

He said the addition fol­
lowed the submissions o f the 
Ministry o f Economic Plan­
ning in favour o f ministries

and extra-ministerial depart­
ments in the state.

According to the chair­
man, the estimates in the ap­
propriation bill now stands at 
N62 billion, some N2 billion 
over the estimate presented 
by the governor to the House.

Its nitsirtcs.fas^rtMaAii/rt’ote Ystai

Ahmadu Bello Wav in 
Kaduna on Monday^and 
Tuesday the banking hall and 
premises were overcrowded 
and in chaos.

Some o f the customers 
who spoke with Business 
Trust said they were unable 
to receive their January sala­
ries which were paid through 
the bank. Others whose ac­
counts are outside Kaduna 
were asked to come back later 
as staff claimed that the sys­
tem was down.

Mrs Grace Johnson o f the 
NCAA said she could not 
feed her children because she 
was unable to withdraw from 
her account more than a week 
after her salary was paid.

“ I am a widow with three 
children. I have been working 
but unable to feed my chil­
dren because I could not with­
draw my salary from my ac­
count. I have been given my 
pay last week but yet to re­
ceive the salary and my chil­
dren are starving,” she said.

An official o f the UBA 
Group who spoke to Business 
Trust on condition o f ano­
nymity said it is not a prob­
lem as the Group is still con­
solidating.

“The problem is all over 
the country at any STB or 
UB.\branch you go. We are 
trying to merge the account- 
ing system and this takes time

doing whate1

ficial o f the bank, “the UBA 
bank is trying to integrate the 
UBA Group together. Prob­
lems like this must occur when 
89 branches are being inte­
grated into over 400 branched 
nationwide. They started 
working on the integration

since last Saturday but we 
don’t know when it would be 
completed, he said.

Business Trust visits to 
the UBA regional office at 
Yakubu Gowon way Kaduna 
confirms the problem being 
faced by the branch as well.

gets new exco
Ihe Nigeria Institute of 
Public Relations 
(NIPR), Abuja chapter 

has elected Mr. Joe Itah as its 
chairman for year 2005-2007. 
Itah, an employee o f the Ni­
gerian Export Promotion 
Council NEPC. Abuja takes 
over from Mr. Goddy Nnadi. 
the public affairs manager of 
Petroleum Equalization Fund 
(management) board.

L nmeuu Asinxigo as vice 
chairman. Other elected ex­
ecutive members include 
Nfnachi Okafor (secretary),

executive members promised 
to do everything legal and 
ethical to uplift the practice 
o f the profession in the Fed- ■ 
eral Capital Territory. He cited ; 
areas such as capacity build- j 
ing through quality lectures/ j 
workshops, membership en4 : 
hancement via good welfare j 
packages and creation o f ena- I 
bling public awareness o f  in­
stitute’s activities as cardinal 
focus o f the new executive.

iWicial

issien C. Essien {assistant 
Afolabi Olajuwon 
secretary), Anne 
| treasurer), Victor 
iuditor) and Prin- 
l.hibril (PR execu-

Trtt Irak
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1ST-TIER SECURITIES THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE R E P O R T A S  A T  WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 2006
Company Name
ADSWITCH PLC.
CUTIXPLC
Sector Totals *
AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED
THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC 
PRESCO PLC.
Sector Totals 
AUTOMOBILE &  TYRE 
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC.
R. T. BRISCOAE PLC.
Sector Totals 
BANKING  
ACCESS BANK PLC 
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC.
EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
FIRST CITY MONUMENT BANK PLC 
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.
GTBANK PLC.
INVESTMENT BANKING 
INTERNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK PLC. 
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC.
NAL BANK PLC.
OCEANIC BANK PLC 
UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC.
UNIVERSAL TRUST BANK PLC 
WEMA BANK PLC.
ZENITH BANK PLC 
Sector Totals 
BREWERIES
CHAMPION BREWERIES PLC.
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC.
Sector Totals
BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC.
BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC.
CEMENT COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC 
WEST AFRICAN PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC. 
Sector Totals 
CHEMICAL &  PAINTS 
BERGER PAINTS PLC.
CAP PLC. k
NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC.
Sector Totals
COMPUTER & OFFICE EQUIPMENT
TRIPPLE GEE AND COMPANY PLC.

Sector Totals 
CONGLOMERATES
A. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC.
C F A  O NIGERIA PLC.
JOHN HOLT PLC.
P. Z. INDUSTRIES PLC.
U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC.
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 
U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals 
CONSTRUCTION 
COSTAIN (W.A.)PLC.
JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals
FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
7-UP BO TtllNG  COMPANY PLC 
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC.
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC.
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC.
NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC.
Sector Totals •
FOOTWEAR
FOOTWEAR & ACCESSORIES MAN. PLC. 
LENNARDS (NIGERIA) PLC.

Sector Totals 
HEALTHCARE 
EVANS MEDICAL PLC.
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIGERIA PLC 
NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC.
Sector Totals
INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
B.O.C. GASES PLC
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC.
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals 
INSURANCE
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC.
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC.
LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC. 
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC.
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC.
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE 
UNIC INSURANCE PLC.
WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC.
Sector Totals
M ACHINERY(M ARKETING)
BLACKWOOD HODGE (NIGERIA) PLC 

Sector Totals 
MANAGEDFUNDS 
C & I LEASING PLC 
Sector Totals 
MARITIM E
JAPAULOIL & MARITIME SERVICES PLC 
Sector Totals
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
AFROIL PLC. .
AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC.
CONOIL PLC 
ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC.
MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC.
OANDO PLC 
TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC.
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 
Sector Totals
PRINTING & PUBLISHING 
LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC.

Sector Totals 
REAL ESTATE
UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC.

Sector Totals 
TEXTILES
UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC.
Sector Totals 
Overall Totals

No of Deals
2 '
1
3

1
2
3

18
13
31

86*“
4 
1
3
277
158
10
1
61
2
32 
76 
44 
2 
7 
12 
776

1
42
199 
242

36
3
4
99
142

2
10
1
13

3
3

5
5 
2 
66 
53 
68 
1
200

6
5
II

18
78
44
62
9
3
214

1
7
8

3
23 
1
27

7 
2 
60
69

3 
1
3 
9 
3 
2 
3
5
29

1 
1

6 
6

3 
3

1
41 
49 
6 
16
70 
13 
15 
211

1 
I

13
a ,

i
i _  
2,007

Quotation(N)
1.30
2.72

17.00
10.50

2.60
5.80

2.75
9.10 
2.26
5.11 
34.00 
13.34 
4.57 
0.84 
9.51 
2.80 
5.90 
12.32 
25.48 
0.60 
3.74 
19.64

1.85
100.5
36.25

33.72
6.50
7.20
18.19

3.75
8.80
4.15

0.40

1.20
3.74
1.47
16.20
16.43
19.99
0.71

1.09
22.15

27.50
66.99
25.20 
62.56 
191.00
16.20

0.30
0.60

2.70
10.25
3.23

2.77
0.70
4.86

1.45
0.64
0.98
2.66
2.41
1.17
1.21
3.21

0.56

1.20

1.80

0.50
41.00 
88.06 
2.45 
161.99
90.00 
105.50 
182.10

3.18

9.30

2.07

Quantity Traded
15.000 
820 
15,820

144
5,428
5,572

112,681
30,578
143,259

. 3,135,437
32.500
3.000 
2,288,821 
964,615 
1,319,456
702.500
62.000 
2,013,567 
101,438 
953,910 
508,847 
36,262,453 
6,040 
59,809 
39,850 
48,454,243

10,000
193,777
989,658
1,093,435

101,423
6,250
16,650
1,317,184
1,441,507

10,628 
'  49,877

20,000 
80,505

15.000
15.000

33,166
6,840
1,642
374,512
168,715
101,246
255
686,376

100.000
4.500
104.500

71.700 
276,824 
100,660 
241,763 
41,827 
12,400 
745,174

200,000
700
200.700

51,162
345,452
1,486
398,100

42,372
51.000 
794,304 
887,676

45,036
41,208
74,990
120,609
32,475
15.000 
37,236 
36,134 
402,688

500
500

70.150
70.150

10.000 
10,000

90.000 
191,538 
26,987 
72,900 
6,929 
133,541 
66,997 
13,846 
602,738

1,600
1,600

301.000
301.000

, 480
480
55,661,023

Value of Shares

19.500.00
2.230.40
21.730.40

2.448.00
57.186.60
59.634.60

291.851.20 
177,303.76 
469,154.96

8,488,502.28
295.750.00
6.780.00
11.695.875.31 
32,734,046.89 
17,650,325.79
3.210.425.00
52.080.00
19.058.505.07
284.026.40 
5,567,244.37 
6,284,297.55
923.967.302.44 
3,622.80 
223,685.66
782.654.00
1.030.305.123.56

18.500.00
9.401.014.40
35.819.329.44 
45,238,843.84

3,432,872.32
40.625.00
119.880.00 
23,800,367.95 
27,393,745.27

39.855.00
441.277.82
83.000.00
564.132.82

6.000.00 
6,000.00

39.762.56 
25,487.04 
2,413.74
6.067.094.40 
2,772,953.70 
2,008,618.72 
181.05
10,916,511.21

109.000.00
97.947.00
206.947.00

t
1.967.336.50 
18,394,159.64 
2,548,583.14 
15,103,069.03
8.002.332.00
201.280.00
46.216.760.31

60.000.00
420.00
60.420.00

138.137.40
3.542.430.50 
4,799.78 
3,685,367.68

118.410.44
35.700.00 
.3,795,138.74 
3,949,249.18

66,804.36
26,373.12
72.990.20 
318,303.85 
78,264.75
17.550.00
45.130.56
115.813.98
741.230.82

280.00 
280.00

83.487.50
83.487.50

18,000.00
18,000.00

45,000.00
7,863,184.52
2.396.301.98
178.605.00 
1,088,730.65 
12,017,830.51 
7,073,074.16 
2,529,755.25
33.192.482.07

5.088.00
5.088.00

2.798.890.00
2.798.890.00

993.60
993.60
1.205.934.072.82

TOP 10 TRADES AS A T  YESTERDAY

S Y M B O L V O LU M E V ALU E TRADES

FG2NDBND08 1,000.000.00 10,000,000,000.00 1

N B ’ 1,006,666.00 36,435,978.84 214

G U A R A N T Y  ■» 1,327,856.00 17,762,234.79 162

W APC O 1,364,834,00 24,667,479.45 107

F1RSTBANK. 1,615,595.00 54,812,400.24 317

IN T E R C O N T 2,030,067.00 19,215,855.07 66

U BA 2,189,317.00 26,560,839.98 111

FCMB 2,288,821.00 11,695,875.31 3

ACCESS 3,145,662.00 8.516,613.03 89

UBN 36,262,453.00 923,967,302.44 44

TO P  10 GAINERS

SYMBOL LAST CLOSE YES TER D A Y’S CLOSE CHANGE

FG2NDBND08 100.00 1,000.00 +900.00

M O B IL 156.00 161.99 -1-5.99

GUINNESS 100.00 101.68 + 1.68

NBC 62.30 62.81 +0.51

C A D B U R Y 5.50 66.00 +0.50

ASHAKACEM 33.61 34.00 +0.39

O C E A N IC

CFAO

NNFM

NB

5.72
-  ■ Sliiv

3.57

16.05

36.12

5.90

3.74

16.20

36.25

+0:18 

+0.17 

+0.15 

+0.13 ■

TO P  5 LOSERS
H i

f i g

SYMBOL LAST CLOSE YESTER DAY’S CLOSE CHANCE

N ESTLE 198.50 190.00 -8.50

TE X A C O 110.01 106.00 -4.01

AP 42.63 41.00 -1.63

C O N O IL 183.00 182.10 -0.90

PRESCO 10.95 10.50 -0.45

C C NN 7.20 6.90 -0.30

BOCGAS 2.90 2.77 -0.13

E T E R N A O IL 2.45 2.34 -0.11

D U N L O P 2.60 2.50 -0.10

Russia may cancel African debts
Russia may soon write off debts owed to it by 16 of the world’s 

poorest countries, its finance minister has been reported as 
saying. Moscow would be willing to cancel about $688m (575m 
euros; £394m) in bilateral debt, Russian news agency RIA-Novosti 

quoted Alexei Kudrin as saying.
The agreement could encompass a number of African countries 

including Benin, Tanzania and Zambia.
Russia is already considering writing off $10bn owed by 

Afghanistan.
Moscow said on Monday it could forgive Afghanistan’s debt if it 

agreed to take steps to reduce poverty and boost trade with creditor 
nations.

According to RIA-Novosti, Mr Kudrin said he would soon seek 
government approval for the cancellation of debts to 16 other nations.

Similarly, the agreement is likely to hinge on the countries concerned 
meeting certain conditions.

According to Alexei Kudrin, Russia could repay more of its own 
debt

“The main condition for writing off these countries’ debt to Russia 
will be their agreement to fulfil certain requirements regarding the 
transparency of their finances, budget expenditures and poverty re­
duction,” Mr Kudrin was quoted as saying.

Russia is also reported to be considering repayment of more of its 
own debt to the Paris Club of wealthy, creditor nations.

Innovation deficit affected Coca Cola profits -CEO
Coca Cola’s chief executive, Neville Isdellhas acknowledged that 

the company’s current profit fall was caused by innovation 
deficits.

In recent years, Coca-Cola has seen its sales growth slip behind 
that of its rival PepsiCo, which has a bigger share of the noncarbonated 
soft drinks market.

Coca Cola’s profits fell 28% in the last three months of 2005 
following higher marketing costs and falling soft drink sales in France 
and the UK.

The fall in net profit to $864m (£494m) was also down to a $ 188m 
tax charge for returning overseas profit.

Coke’s sales by volume rose by four percent in 2005, despite 
declining sales in France and the UK.

It spent an extra $400m in marketing to revive sales of drinks such 
as Coke and Sprite, which make Cfp 80% of revenues.

Chief executive Neville Isdell said the latest results “complete a 
transition year in which the company delivered solid unit case volume 
growth that was balanced well between carbonated soft drinks and 
noncarbonated beverages”.

The firm is coming to the end of a' strategic turnaround that has 
seen it focus more on emerging markets and sales of healthier, non- 
fizzy drinks such as its Dasani water and Minute Maid orange juice 
brands. -

L ŝt December it introduced a new marketing campaign based 
around the slogan “the, Coke side of Life”.

Back then Mr Isdell acknowledged that there had been an 
'‘innovation deficit” at the company prior to his arrival in 2004.

.For 2006, Coca Cola has a faft of new soft drinks due to debut, 
including tea and coffee drinks, vitamin-enhanced juices and new 
versions of its Coke and Diet Coke favourites.



FCT to regulate GSM masts
x^rr, ^  ^ S is ir Imam, Abuja Property ] The idea to regulate theirThe FCT Department o f 

Development Control 
has said that henceforth 

no Global System Mobile 
(GSM ) operator would be 
allowed to erect 
communi9ation mast 
indiscriminately.

GSM operators in the FCT 
are alleging that the poor 
services encountered by their 
customers in the territory was 
as a result o f attempt by the 
FCT Authorities to prevent the 
erection o f  masts in 
unauthorized places.

Investigations by Business 
Trust reveal that most GSM 
operators around the country 
including the FCT buy land, 
mostly measuring not more 
than 40mx50m, from owners or 
local chiefs at negotiable 
prices (as high as N2.5million) 
and proceed to erect their mast 
without pernji$sion from the 
relevant authorities.

However/a sejjidr official 
o f  the Department o f 
Development Control, Alh. 
Suleiman K. Gora, who spoke 
with Business Trust, said the 
department had not tampered

Abuja Property 
Editor & Austine Odo, Busines. 

Editor

with, closed down, or 
demolished any GSM 
operator’s communication 
mast.

He said that some GSM 
operators have applied to ,the 
department for approval to 
erect masts in various 
locations within the territory.

Alh. Gora said that the 
regulation o f the activities o f 
the operators became 
necessary because hitherto 
•most operators abused the 
situation because the law was 
lenient.

He said that the FCT 
Authorities decided to 
harmonize, not only the 
erection o f masts by GSM 
operators, but all outdoor 
advertisements in the 
territory. 4

Alh. Suleiman Gora said 
the GSM operators were not 
paying any fees for the 
erection o f masts and were 
encroaching on unauthorized 
places like roads, walkways 
and sewer lines.

activities, he said, was to 
design a uniform standard for 
all the operators to comply 
with.

T
he Cargo Defence 
Fund (CDF), an 
initiative o f  the 

Nigerian Shippers Council 
(NSC ) is now seriously 
battling with problems 
associated with the

terson
abandonment o f legitimate 
cargo claims by Nigerian 
operators.

Azuka N. Qgo (Ms),

Customs seize bags o f rice at the Seme border recently.

F ':
ollowing last week’s 
clash between border 
community touts o f 

both Nigeria and Republic o f 
Benin at the Seme border, 
business gradually returning 
even as the Police are still 
patrolling the area.

When Business Trust 
Correspondent visited Seme 
border yesterday, hundreds 
o f people were seen going 
about their normal 
businesses as early as 9am.

However most vehicles 
were being diverted by armed 
police men who said that they 
were preventing the 
recalcitrant youths from 
marching into the Republic o f 
Benin.

This is coming on the

Business returns to seme border after fracas
FromAdelanwaBamgboye j

Lagos

heels o f series o f security 
meetings held by Nigerian 
security agencies at the 
border and their counterparts 
from the Republic o f Benin.

It was gathered that the 
meetings resolved that there 
should be immediate regular 
security patrols comprising 
the Nigeria Police, Nigeria 
Immigration Service (MIS), 
Nigeria Customs Service 
(NCS) and the Beninoise 
gamdermes.

According to an 
impeccable source, other far

reaching measures has been 
taken to tackle the situation.

It would be recalled that 
between Monday and 
Wednesday last week, there 
was a bloody clash between 
Nigerians and Beninoise at 
the border town o f Seme 
leaving about four persons 
dead.

Trouble started when a 
Nigerian was alleged to have 
stolen a bag o f rice belonging 
to another Nigerian inside the 
Beninoise market situated at 
the border.

The alleged thief was 
reportedly arrested by the 
Beninoise police (Gemderms)

but some youths attempted 
to forcefully effect his release 
from police cell.

There after, the Beninoise 
brazenly smashed vehicles 
belonging to Nigerians while

the fully armed gendarmes 
watched them without 
caution, saying that they 
(gerndermes) had not 
received directives to 
intervene.

secretary, CDF said this 
during a chat with Business 
Trust atthe Nigerian Shippers 
Council NSC Tower in Lagos 
on Monday.

According to her, issues 
such as the technicalities, 
fo llow  up costs, foreign 
jurisdiction and in some cases 
fraud have discouraged many 
Nigerians from pursuing their 
legitimate rights.

She said however that 
exporters and importers have 
to face the consequences o f 
abandonment.

According to her, these 
ultimately give rise to 
diminished income, inflated 
“bank charges or loans, 
inability to sustain 
businesses, inability to fulfill 
business commitments 9 
businesses folding ,up.f and,1 
other. consequential 
economic losses.

More adversely affected 
are the small and medium 
sized companies, the bigger 
ones may afford to retain 
specialized foreign and local 
counsel.

She said that the fund has 
won over 300 cases on behalf 
o f Nigerian importers and 
exporters (shippers) since its 
inception five years ago. -

Glo mobile introduces N200 SIM, offers 180 cars
G lobacom has

announced a

reduction in the price 
o f its prepaid classic line from 
N405 to N200 with additional 
N 1,250 free airtime.

Announcing this in Lagos, 
Globacom’s director o f 
marketing, Mr. Mike Ehime said 
the new “ SIM promo” was 
unprecedented in the 
tel'ecoms industry as “ it put

From Zakariyya Adaramola,
Correspondent, Lagos

airtime immediately on 
activation and a monthly 
N200 worth o f Glo to Glo 
airtime over a six months- 
period, making N 1,250 free 
airtime. Subscribers to the 
new N200 classic line who 
wish to enjoy these streams 
of benefits are expected to use 
their lines with a minimum of

money back to the pockets o f N500 monthly airtime for the 
subscribers.”

According to Ehime, 
anyone who activates the 
N200 Glo classic line between 
February 6 and March 31,2006 
will enjoy N 1,250 free airtime 
over the next six months and 
an additional 50 Glo to Glo 
SMS worthN375.

“ Globacom has just 
introduced the new N200 
classic line promo to enable 
more Nigerians benefit from its 
world class services.

next six months,” said Mr. 
Ehime.

He explained that prior to 
the announcement o f this 
offer, Globacom had 
embarked on aggressive 
network expansion and roll­
out, covering over 12,000 
communities, towns, cities, 
and major roads across the 
country. “ The network has 
<?lso been pursuing its plan 
to deploy over 800 new cell
sites over the country’ in  the 
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benefits

Globacom has announced that 
it is offering 180 state-of-the- 
art Kia Picanto cars to existing 
and new subscribers on its 
network.

In addition, it said, all its 
subscribers would be rewarded 
with 10 percent bonus airtime 
on N500 recharge and above 
until the end o f February.

“Following the success o f 
the Globacom second 
anniversary promo during 
which Nigerians freely won 
sleek cars in appreciation of 
their loyalty to the Glo network, 
a new subscriber loyalty 
programme has been 
introduced by the company.

“ Specially. 15.Kia Picanto 
cars will be won at each o f the 
12 draws slated for six months | 
starting from March. To benefit j 
from the package, subscribers i 
are expected to have recharged j 
th?ir phones with at least j 
N 1,500 airtime in the las* 60 ;

•aw date,” ' 
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VACANCIES IN A COMMUNITY
A young and dynamic community bs !i ca, c n Abuja is repositioning itself towards 
the achievement o f government's new microfiriance policy. As a result, the bank urgently 
requires the services o f suitable candidates to fill strategic positions in the Management 
Team o f the bank.

POSITIONS & QUALIFICATIONS:
Manager/CEO
The candidate shall have the ability to lead and motivate the staff towards the successful 
attainment o f the bank’s goals, and is expected to hold a good honours degree in Finance, 
Banking, Economics, Accounting or related discipline. In addition, the candidate should 
posses a minimum o f seven years cognate post qualification experience in the banking 
sector with a minimum" o f 3 years in a management position. Relevant professional 
qualification such as ICAN will be an added advantage.

Head. Banking Operations
The candidate shall be a holder o f first degree/HND in Economics, Accounting, Banking 
or related discipline with a minimum o f 5 years post qualification working experience 
in related sector o f wljich 2 years will be in a management position. A  relevant 
professional qualification will be an added advantage. In addition to his day-to-day 
functions, the candidate shall be responsible for interpreting and ensuring compliance 
with relevant regulatory/government guidelines.

Head. Inspection/Internal Audit
The Internal Auditor shall supervise the implementation o f the bank’s operational 
manual and ensure compliance with all relevant policies and regulations. The incumbent 
must possess a good first degree/HND in Accounting, Banking or any related discipline. 
The candidate must have 5 years cognate experience in a relevant institution and shall 
report directly to the Board. Membership in a recognized professional body will be an 
advantage.

METHOD OF APPLICATION:
Application, detailing each candidate’s skills for the preferred post, Curriculum Vitae 
duly signed and indicating age, place and date o f birth; photocopies o f credentials; 
names and contact addresses (including e-mail aM telephone pGSM] numbers) o f two 
reputable referees should be submitted within one week o f this advertisement to:

The Advertiser, 
Ground Floor, 

ENTERPRISE PLAZA, 
3rd Avenue, 

0lGwarinpa Hpjusing Estate, 
G>varinp&. Abuja.
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B  n  ' h

for transmission 
company

With the unbundling 
o f  the Power 
Holding Company 
of Nigeria (PHCN), the federal 

government has began 
shopping for managers for 

| one o f the units known as 
Transmission Company o f 
Nigeria (TCN).

The TCN. one o f the 18 
units o f PHCN that is charged 

i with the responsibility o f 
transmitting power from 
various generating stations 
to locations across the 
country.

According to the Bureau 
o f Public Enterprises; the 
federal government wishes to 
enter a contract for the 
management o f  the 

i Transmission Company o f 
| Nigeria (TCN) Pic which is 
! 100 percent owned by it.

The government has 
called for expression o f 
interests from prospective 
management contractors/ 
companies with expertise in 
power transmission.

The contractors would be 
expected to operate the 
company for a minimum 
period o f 3 years.

The TCN currently 
incorporates the functions o f 
Transmission Service 
Provider (TSP), the Market 
Operator (M O ) and the 
System Operator (SO).

The TC'N, Business Trust 
gathered, is to have its 
headifiarters in Abuja with 
six regional offices; each with 
a number o f satellite work 
centres.

It also has a national 
control centre at Oshigbo; a 
supplementary national 
control centre at Shiroro and 
supplies 5000mw of load with 
a potential demand o f 
8000mw.

The said contractors are 
also expected to manage and 
control the finance o f the 
TCN including investment 
planning and improvement in 
profitability as w ell as 
manage transmission tarrifs.

Ihe Bureau o f Public 
Enterprises (BPE) has 
denied allegations 

that the federal government 
has granted subsidies to 
RUSSAL, the new core 
investor in Aluminium 
Smelter Company o f Nigeria 
(ALSCON).

Chigbo Aniche’be, the 
bureau’s Head, Public 
Communications said in 
Abuja on Tuesday that no 
such subsidies were 
provided by the BPE, saying 
that “The phantom figure o f 
$ 16Q,'million being bandied by 
a section o f the press

...denies giving gas, dredging subsidies to
obviously point to persons 
working from answers to 
questions” .

He said the dredging of 
the Imo River is being done 
as an incentive to attract 
investors in the company.

“What is about to be lost 
in the controversy being 
contrived is that privatisation 
is a mode o f attracting 
foreign investment and that 
FGN offers incentives to both 
foreign and domestic 
investors in key sectors o f

RUSSAL
the economy to ensure 
accelerated development. 
This in fact is a world wide 
practice.”

He said the gas supply 
contract, on the other hand, 
is an agreement between 
ALSCON and the Nigerian 
Gas Company (NGC).

His words “ a new gas 
contract was negotiated and 
entered between the Nigeria

Gas Company and ALSCON 
with elements o f subsidy. 
ALSCON has hitherto 
enjoyed some subsidy on 
gas.”

In fact subsidy on gas is 
equally extended to other 
major consumers, for example 
NAFCON, PHCN Pic, etc.”

The federal government 
through the BPE last week 
signed a share purchase 
agreement with RUSSAL, 
which bought ALSCON for 
$250million.

BPE seeks police support in screening investors
The Director General of 

the Bureau o f  Public 
Enterprises, Mrs. Irene 
Chigbue has sought the 

assistance o f the Nigeria 
Police in the verification o f 
claims by potential investors 
participating in the 
privatization program.

She said that the BPE has 
neither thê . capacity nor 
statutory function to 
conduct security checks on 
investors and would rely on 
the Police and other security 
agencies for assistance.

A  statement from the 
bureau signed by its Head, 
Public Communications, 
Chigbo Anichebe said the DG

j Stories by Anas A. Galadima, Asst, j 
Business Editor

spoke when she paid a 
courtesy visit to the 
Inspector General o f Police, 
Mr. Sunday Ehindero, in his 
office last week.

“She noted that while the 
country is searching for 
foreign direct investment 
(FDI), it does not need any 
kindofFDI. She challenged 
the Nigeria Police to work 
with its foreign counterparts 
in conducting fit and proper 
checks oninvestors who are 
participating in the 
privatization program” , said 
the statement.

She informed the IGP that

the . Bureau successfully 
brought 24 enterprises to 
financial closure in 2005. 
Building on that 
achievement, she said the 
target o f her management 
team was to close on 40 
enterprises in 2006.

She further appealed to 
the IGP, according to the 
statement, to assist tfle 
Bureau in the area o f publicity 
and mobilization o f the rank 
and file o f the Nigeria Police 
to participate in the 
privatization program.

In his response, the 
Inspector General said 
Nigerians can no longer

claim ignorance,of the reform 
programs o f t̂ re Federal 
Government. added that 
the role o f government in 
economic management must 
shift'to making policies that 
would create enabling 
environment for private 
sector participants.

The IG promised to 
sustain the inter-agency 
cooperation with the BPE to 
achieve the common 
objective o f government in 
the reform program, adding 
that the Nigeria Police has 
also embarked in reforming 
itself for a better service to 
the people.

SPECIALPUBLICATION ON 30™ ANNIVERSARYOFSTATES CREATED IN 1976
CREATION OF “NEW” STATES IN 1976
A

t the independence in 1960, the N igeria  political structure 
was still operating on a regional basis, m eaning that, only  
three regions existed: North, W est and East. The grow ing  
sentiments and agitations from  the minority tribes o f  Southern 

origins, especially from  the riverine areas now  called the South -  
South geo-political zone or N iger-Delta, metamorphosised into 
the creation o f  M id -W estern  region in order to accommodate such 
interests in 1963.

The disruption o f  political system in N igeria  by the advent o f  
m ilita ry  adm in istra tio n  stagnated  the c o u n try ’s p o lit ic a l  
progression. The period o f  the first coup in January 15, 1966 
where some national leaders w'ere dastardly eliminated was another 
clog. The continuous agitation for good governance, sense o f  
belonging and participation by the rural dwellers witnessed the 
increase in the demand for m ore states creation shortly after the 
second military regime took over under the leadership o f  General 
Yakubu G ow on  in 1967.

The G o w o n  adm inistration d iffe red  from  the regionalism  
structure and opted for state creation That w as the first time 
Nigeria experienced smaller size o f  political demarcation into twelve 
states. Yet, those areas w ere considered as province rather than 
states because, so many ethnic groupings w ere m erged instead o f  
only very few  that people were advocating for. W hatever happened 
during the first and second military regimes o f  Lt. Gen. A gu y i 
Ironsi and Yakubu G ow on  respectively are n ow  history.

Expectedly, the population continues to grow' and multiply, the 
National p lan .program m es and the socio-political structures in 
place were made nonsense of. There was a dare need to re-structure 
the entire system again  given  the w idespread  corruption that 
continued unabated. People w ere disenchanted and disillusioned: 
that w as the state o f  the nation when army struck again, ousted 
the administration o f  General G ow on  and the event led to the 
emergence o f  the late General M urtala Ramat M oham m ed on July 
29, 1975. w ,  •

G iven  the enthusiasm 'with which  the M urtala administration 
cam e on bo a rd  w ith  and the m ass ive  d is -o rien ta t ion  that 
characterised the civ il service, the system w as enmeshed and 
engulfed with m assive corruption. This m ade M urtala to institute 
panel o f  enquiries into the activities o f  past administration which  
led to the first purging in the civil service. M an y  o f  the indicted 
administrators and officials in the corruption saga were punished, 
had their career terminated, property confiscated and those that 
deserved severe punishment w ere  clam ped into detention.

The nation w as at crossroad again on the grow ing  tensions and 
agitations for n ew  states to be carved out from  the existing twelve  
created by G o w o n ’s administration ow ing to lacklustre and slow  
pace in development across the land. Very many w ere marginalised, 
w hile  a few  elements took over the reign o f  governance and the 
essence o f  the exercise wascom pletely defeated.

General Murtala M oham m ed in his national broadcast heralding 
the creation o f  additional seven states with the already existing 
tw elve, m aking 19 states: K aduna. K ano, Q yt* Ondo. O gun, 
Gongo la , Bauchi, Benue, N ige r. Sokoto, K w ara, Bendel, Plateau,

| By Leke Adelere, Special Project Manager j
the centre. The basic motivationBom o, Anam bra, Imo, Rivers, 

Cross R iver and Lagos with the 
m o vem en t o f  the F ed e ra l  
C a p ita l fro m  L a g o s  to a 
centralised location up North, 
A b u ja  on F eb ru a ry  3, 1976 
warned and emphasised on what

General Murtala Ramat Muhammad 
and h o w  the state structure  
should operate. The H ead  o f  
State said, “Part o f  the agitation 
for creation o f  states was a result 
o f  bad government, especially at 
the state level. To this end, all 
state administrations both old  
and new  must henceforth seek 
to prom ote even developm ent 
w ithin their respective states 
and a llay  fesfrs o f  m inorities  
through fairness and justice in 
all governmental matters.”

Issu e  o f  even  and steady  
d ev e lo p m e n t  o f  the nation  
fea tu red  p rom in en tly  in the 
national announcement made by 
the late H e a d  o f  State . H e  
d ire c ted  thus, “ the m ore  
backward areas w ill receive the 
g rea te r  attention  o f  a ll  the 
governm ents, contrary to the 
p re v io u s  p ra c t ise  o f  
concentrating developm ent at

in  the e x e rc is e  is to b r in g ’ 
government nearer to the people, 
while at the same time, ensuring 
even  d ev e lo p m en t w ith in  a 
federal structure o f  government.

Unlike the 1967 exercise when 
p o lit ic a l  e x p e d ie n c y
n ecess ita ted  a p re -e m p t iv e  
announcement, the new  19 state 
structure w as prom ulgated with 
a measure o f  public consultation 
via the Irekefe panel.

But it w as the very pettiness 
and ethn ic  c h au v in ism  

, orchestrated before the Irekefe 
1 panel itself at some place that 

heightened the anxiety before the 
daw n broadcast.

W ith  an insatiable autonomy 
com plex by the N igerian elite, it 
is now  obvious that the number 
o f  states w e  have in the country 
does not matter; the issue now  
re v o lv e s  a rou n d  h ow  m any  
states have truly brought the 
government nearer to the people 
to meet their genuine aspirations 
ra th er than  b r in g in g  the 
o p p re ss o rs  c lo s e r  to the 
oppressed. In fact, it seems that 
as states increase in arithmetical 
progression, so does agitation for 
m ore  states in c rea se  in 
geometrical progression.

For, i f  indeed, bringing the 
government closer to the people, 
enhancing national unity and 
political stability are the prime 
criteria for creating new  states. 
N ig e r ia n s  ou gh t to have  
translated  these lo fty  idea ls  
better than seeing a concrete and 
substantial improvement in their 
conditions o f  living.

Thus, the task before every  
N igerian  today is to make the 
states structure work, and work  
for the benefit o f  a ll Nigerians.

W h e n  states are  m ade

complimentary rather negatively 
competitive, and all states are 
jointly dedicated to the common 
good  o f  the w hole  N igeria , and 
when true patriotism takes its 
root in our hearts, then the state$ 
w ill work.

O f  sign ificant effect is the 
levej o f  developm ent that has 
taken place in most o f  the states 
in the country. W e  are m ore  
concerned about our immediate 
con stitu en cy , the N o rth e rn  
region  w here  Bauchi, Benue, 
Kano, N ig e r  Kaduna, K w ara , 
Borno, Sokoto, Plateau states 
and the F ed e ra l C ap ita l  
Territo ry , F C T  assum e new  
structure, adjustment and out­
look better than their o ld  selves 
under twelve states.

In the last 30 years o f  their 
creation, several administrations 
have held sw ay  in each o f  these 
states. M a n y  o f  them  w ith  
com m endable  legacies w h ile  
other tenures w ere trailed with 
c rit ic ism s . In  the p re sen t  
d isp e n sa t io n , the current

administrations in each o f  the 
states created then have been  
m eeting  the y ea rn in g s  and  
asp irations o f  their p eop le . 
Things are changing for better 
and the dividends o f  democracy 
are  tr ick lin g  in  d ro ves . In  
Bauchi, Benue, Bom o, Kaduna, 
Kano, K w ara, N iger, Plateau 
and Sokoto states, including the 
F ed e ra l C a p ita l T e rrito ry , 
A bu ja , the standards o f  living  
are  g e tt in g  im p ro v ed  
considerably. Those states that 
im b ib e  the sp ir it  o f  
transparency, accountability  
and poise to bequeath legacies 
worthy o f  emulation are show ­
c a s in g  w h at th e y ’ ve  b een  
c o n tr ib u t in g  to the 
development o f  their respective 
states. For practical assessment 
o f  those states created in 1976 
andtherefore, celebrating their 
30 ann iversary , w e  b eg in  
s e r ia l is in g  th e ir lan d m ark  
achievements from  creation to 
date and e s p e c ia l ly ,  the 
significant contributions o f  the 
present administrations.
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SPECIAL PROJECT PUBLICATION ON STATES CREATED IN 1976

Akume and the making of Modern Benue
By TYODZUA ATIM,

C hief Press Secretary to Governor George Akume

tre a ted  February 3, 1976, Benue State is the manifestation 
o f  a long drawn battle and agitation by the minority groups 

l. y o f  the then M idd le  Belt for self-determination.
T h e  state started o f f  in 1976 w ith  on ly  seven  L o c a l  

Governm ent Areas. Today, Benue State has twenty-three local 
government councils.

Benue state has passed through the leadership o f  several 
C h ie f Executive O fficers most o f  whom , made their marks in 
the developm ent o f  the state.

In 1999 the state w itnesseda m ajor watershed in its history, 
when, G eorge Akum e, the 3rd Executive Governor o f  Benue  
State an epitome o f  democratic humanism apostle o f  peace and 
social justice w as elected into o ffice  on the p latform  o f  the 
Peop le ’s Dem ocratic Party (P D P ).

O n  assum ption o f  o ffic# , there w as anxiety and great 
expectations from  the people. The peop le  o f  the state had  
yearned for a dem ocratically elected government that w ou ld  
meet their expectations and uplift their standards o f  living.

G eorge  Akum e w as m indful o f  these expectations. G iven  
his background as a democrat and humanist governor Akum e  
embarked upon a program m e o f  Renaissance anchored on the 
total unification o f  the diverse ethnic groups that make up the 
state by  healing o ld  w ounds and creating an atmosphere o f  
peaceful coexisting among the various ethnic groups. Once peace 
lad been achieved, the government directed its attention at the 
deve lopm ent o f  in frastructure, stab ilization  j> f  the states’ 
economy, urban renewal, agricultural development, education, 
health and provision o f  potable water supply.

The mainstay o f  Benue State econom y is the rural areas 
where 90%  o f  the populace reside. Beside this, more than 95%  
o f  the state’s food  requirement com es from  the rural areas. 
Equally  important, is the fact that the present administration 
derives its strength from  the rural areas. Ironically, this area 
has been one o f  the most neglected sectors o f  the econom y since 
the attainment o f  political independence. The G eorge  A k u m e ’s 
A d m in is tra tion  therefore , con side rs  the im provem ent o f  
com m unication and p rov ision  o f  rural infrastructure as the 
cardinal policy thrust o f  the administration.

In this regard, the present administration on assumption o f  
office em barked on the immediate construction o f  a num ber o f  
rural feeder roads. These roads include the;

Sankera -  A m aa fii -  U g b a  -  Ayati R oad; N y ih e m b a  -  
A bande  Road, K w ande L .G .A ; Annune -  Ikpa -  Igbor Road; 
Ekle R oad  in A d o  L G A ;  Daudu -  G bajim ba  -  Road; U n i-A g r ic  
-  G b a jim b a  R oad ; U k p ok p o  -  O sh igbu du  -  O w eto  R oad; 
Orokam  -  O kpoga; and he completion o f  A w a jir -  O ju  road.

The intention of the government is to open up the rural 
areas and make communication easier through this method, it 
is envisaged that the difficulties often encountered by the rural 
dwellers in the transportation of farm produce to the urban 
centres would be minimised.

The Benue State Governm ent has pursued with v igour the 
construction o f  township roads and drainage. So far over 40 
kilometres o f  M akurdi township roads have been asphalted and 
rehabilitated. N e w  streets and road have been opened and tarred 
in M akurdi, Otukpo and Gboko. In the state capital M akurdi, 
alone over 30 streets and roads have been constructed under 
the 1st phases o f  P W  road  projects. These include. A d ik po  
Street, V an de ikya , K /A la , K onsh isha  extensions, W e lfa re  
Quarters, International School, H om a Clinic, Eri Street as w e ll 
as O w erri, J K N  W aku, W adata- Dem kpe. M od em  market roads. 
Others are Inikpi Street extension, O kpoga/.Balew a Crescent 
road, Bern Hotel- Bosua, o f f  A tom  Kpera Hotel Junction, FSP  
Clinic -  B ishop M urray road. Others are Happy H om e G R A  
G boko  A ccess Road new  G R A  Otukpo, JS Tarka w ay  G boko , 
A g b o  Street K/Ala, U p u  Otukpo roads am ong several others.

Agriculture which is the main stay o f  the state economy, is 
undergoing a m ajor restructuring. The state Governm ent has 
put up a m achinery for the overhauling o f  the agricultural sector 
for grater productivity. Part o f  the plan is to over haul the system  
o f  fertilizer procurem ent and distribution to m ake it easily  
available to the farmers. So far, the Governm ent has taken over 
the responsibility for the transportation o f  fertilizer directly to 
the ru ra l areas. A ls o ,  m ech an ized  a g ricu ltu re  is b e in g  
encouraged with the purchase o f  over 150 tractors to boast food  
produce. The State Governm ent also lunched the Accelerated  
food production program m e. Experts from  South A fric a  are in 
the state to provide technical assistance to farmers for increased 
food  maintains production and farm  the status o f  the state lands 
have been developed as the food  basket o f  the nation. A lready  
the fo llow in g  farm lands have been developed. These are Ber  
A gbu m  Ikpayoungo, N Y S C ,  Agasha, rice farms M batyav Soya  
beans farm  and Oketa rice farm  have been put in p lace for  
farmers.

The present administration be lieves in the centrality o f  
education  as the cornerstone  o f  both  the d ev e lo p e d  and  
developing societies. A bo ve  all, the constitution o f  the peop le ’s 
D em ocratic party upon w hich  platform , the G eorge  Akum e  
adm inistration cam e into pow er, strongly be lieves that the 
greatness o f  any nation, nay Benue State, lies prim arily with 
the formation o f  a solid and sustainable education background. 
In  the p u rsu it  o f  th ese  n o b le  o b je c t iv e s ,  the A k u m e  
administration commenced the process o f  overhauling the state’s 
e d u ca tio n  sy stem  th rou gh  the provteio 'n  o f  n ecessa ry  
infrastructures, equipment, learning aids and the employment 
o f  qu a lified  teachers at prim ary post prim ary and tertiary  
institutions. The state has a lso established literacy centres 
th rou gh ou t the state. B e fo re  the com in g  o f  the A k u m e  
administration, pupil enrolment in primary school w as 841,637. 
Today primary school enrolments now  stand at over one million. 
In order to provide qualitative education for the people o f  the 
state, the state government has put in place a  m edical school- 
and Teaching Hospital for Benue State University. This is to 
curta il the p ro b lem s faced  by  B en u e  in d igen es seek in g  
admission for professional courses in other Universities. W ith  
the establishment o f  the University o f  M kar by the missionaries 
B enue  State is adequate ly positioned  to meet up w ith  the 
educational needs o f  its citizens. This w ill also reduce the cost 

I o f  training our children in other institutions outside the state.
In du stria liza tion : I f  there is any sector o f  the econom y  

that has continued to defy  all solutions and halt successive  
adm inistrations in Benue State is absence o f  a fo rm idab le  , 
industrial base. W orse  still is the’fact that even industries that 
w e re , put in  p lace  by- the sp irited  e ffo rts  o f  the A k u m e -

administration several years ago before the com ing to pow er o f  
the this administration were either operating at a lost or were  
yet to effectively take off. Com panies such as Benue Brew ery  
Taraku M ills, Otukpo Burnt Bricks, and A gro -M ille rs  and others 
remained dormant since they w ere established. The m ajor task 
before the Governm ent w as to either ignore such ventures and- 
a llow  them die natural death or resuscitate them in the increase 
o f  the public. The present Adm inistration m oved  sw iftly  to 
review  the crisis o f  state industries with a v iew  to correcting 
the their ills.

A fter a thorough scrutiny the'state government put in place 
measures to re-organise and revam p existing companies to make 
them econom ically viable. Today, the dormant A g ro  M illers and 
Taraku M ills  products are back in the market.

To farther increase the pace o f  industrialization o f  the state 
government has put in place a plastic Industry, fertilizer blending  
plant, cassava p rocessing  factory, Fruit Juice C om pany  at 
M akurdi and Katsina - A la  for the production o f  fruit juice.

W ork  on the Igum ale Cement Factory is progressing. It is 
hoped that whep completed, it w ill help in reducing the price 
o f  cement as this w ill make the product within the reach o f  the 
ordinary citizen. C iv il w ork  at the M akurdi fruit ju ice is 85%  
com pleted. The present adm inistration as exp la ined  by  the 
governor intends to “ inject a new  business consciousness into 
the management o f  its companies and industries. This, according 
to the governor, is a deliberate attempt to discourage the idea 
o f  companies looking upon government for funds in order to 
finance their operations.

Accom m odation has been one o f  the m ajor problem  facing  
M akurd i, the state capital. W h en  the A k um e administration  
came into o ffice  it em barked on a deliberate program m e o f

providing cheep and a ffordable  houses for the citizens. The  
government constructed the judges quarters for serving judicial 
officers, owner occupier housifig project for low  income earners 
and the Ever green housing program m e, which is being handled  
by  the states’ Benue investment and property Developm ent  
Com pany. A lready , 100 units o f  the B IP C  housjng units at 
N yim an  have been completed. Another 100 units are be ing  
constructed at the North -  Bank area. Efforts are being made to 
extend the program m e to other Local Governm ent Areas o f  the 
State.

Since M akurdi, the Benue state capital is situated on the 
edge o f  a river, it is prone to flooding. The Akum e administrate 

• embarked on the construction o f  culverts and drainages to curb 
the activities o f  erosion menace. O ver 6000 units o f  gutters 
and culverts have been constructed under the state’s ecological 
development program m e being handled by  the ministry o f  water 
resources.

O ve r 3000 boreholes have also been  provided  for rural 
communities wh ile  government has paid its counterpart funding  
for the greater M akurdi water works.

Benue Links, the main transport com pany o f  the state has 
received massive incentive and encouragement from  the Akum e  
administration with the purchase o f  over 100 buses for the fleet 
since the inception o f  the present administration. The efforts of] 
the state government in this direction have drastically reduced  
the cost o f  transportation in the state and have m ade the ordinary  
man derive m axim um  benefit from  governm ent’s transportation 
policy;. The Akum e administration has also provided eight new  
G eneral H ospita ls in G um a, U kum , O b i, A p a , Konshisha, 
M akurdi, Tarka and A d o  Local Governm ent Areas.

A  silent revolution is in the m aking, and G eorge  Akum e is 
the architect o f  the making o f  m odem  Benue state. H e  has given  
hope to the hopeless -  provided succour for the underprivileged  
rekindled the faith o f  the ordinary man in government b y  his 
people oriented policies and restored the pride o f  the Benue  
man.

Part o f  ultra-modern Aper Aku Stadium in Makurdi built 
and completed by the military.

The Benue State University (B S U ) Makurdi remains one of 
the late Rev. Fr. Moses Orshior Adasu is remembered for.

jmJtm*- a * % The Benue Brewery Limited brews the famous M ore  Lager
.<> i  ui i t  < >ti r -i‘ o it’ ^  ' beer. xTf}e fa c to r#  w hich  w a s’ constructed  by. past

Th^fW niiusOkilip& 'Biir^t Bricks ‘factoiyf n'Hidk has'biteri' hdministratiofisis how  been reactivation and leased to foreign  
rftkctrvated by Qbvfrndr'AlHime fo r  dft-WtirdpfbdactioA} '‘ "investors. 1 sv A pi ±
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Benue state and the
T hirty years ago, General Murtala M oham m ed created Benue 

State and six others in a major political proclamation that shaped 
the geo-political map -o f N igeria. It w as indeed, a bold  and 

courageous action designed to address the long standing agitation o f  
northern and southern minorities to take their destinies into their own  
hands.

To psychologists, 30 years is sufficient enough for a man to form  
well defined characteristics, which should determine the extent o f  his 
intellects and capacity to achieve success in life. A t this stage too, the 
man s cognitive insight to problems within his immediate environment 
could also form  the basis o f  a deductive behavioural analysis, which  
should determine whether he w ill grow  up to be successful in life or 
failure.

Just like a man o f  thirty years, Benue State has clocked three 
decade since it was created on the 3/2/1976 by the Late General Murtala 
Moham m ed. Right from birth, Benue State and some key players o f  
Benue politics have continued to be as controversial as those w ho had 
championed the cause o f  its’ creation. M ost political analysts have 
come to associate the state with crisis management. The attitude o f  
some o f  the political elites o f  the state also gives the impression that 
the state is a hotbed o f  petition writing and blackmail.

Different-schools o f  thought havejpeen advancing reasons for the 
state’s under-development. Prominent amongst these reasons is that 
o f  inter-ethnic rivalry among the m ajor ethnic divide in the state.

Those w ho hold strong to this v iew  argue that any community 
that is divided against itself cannot progress, because, the energy  
which should be utilised in looking for more resourceful ventures 
would  be made to waste on in-fightings and diversion o f  attention 
from the real issues at stake.

.This theory, which has gained grounds among political actors 
outside o f  the state, is a lways used as a smoke screen to divide the 
people, divert governm ent’s attention and aggravate the peop le ’s 
differences. A lthough, this could form part o f  the reasons o f  Benue  
State under-development, they are not sufficient enough to derail 
development o f  a community that is knittly united. Another school o f  
thought attest Benue’s underdevelopm ent to poverty and lack o f  
business initiative by  Benue State Indigenes.

The proponents o f  this idea strongly believe that, i f  the state 
indigenes were resourceful enough, they could have been in control o f  
business ventures like commercial buses, stalls in the markets, merchant 
trading and business entrepreneurship.

This group further argue that because o f  our pride and selfishness, 
w e have left our state underdeveloped and that w e  always expect 
manna to come from heaven. They further argue that, whenever we  
have money that could help us establish business ventures, w e  prefer 
going for pepper soup and young ladies. A n d  i f  anything else, this 
ca te go ry  o f  B en u e  e lite  in d u lg e s  in w r it in g  sp u r io u s  and  
unsubstantiated petition against their leaders.

Furthermore, others argue that underdevelopment in Benue State 
is caused by our past leaders w ho had little initiative to perform, or 
had biased tendencies, which overshadowed the interest o f  the entire 
state. , »

Yet, others point to the imbalance in appointment o f  indigenes to 
key positions w ithin the c iv il service, w h ile  others accuse past 
leaderships o f  being biased in allocating industrial establishments to 
one section o f  the state to the disadvantage o f  other sections.

Perhaps on a more serious note, It is believed in other circles that 
underdevelopm ent in the state is as a result o f  past neglect by  
successive federal administrations and the Northern Region in the 
first Republic. In some cases, these controversies often degenerate 
into open confrontation by  the various contending forces.

A n  objective assessment o f  Benue State administrations since its 
creation has to take into account, the circumstances that led to the 
ascendancy to pow er o f  successive administrations in the state. Thus, 
from M ajo r General Abdullah i Shelleng to the incumbent Dr. George  
Akum e, the history o f  Benue State has been one characterised and 
jeriodised into significant environmental events that had at different 
intervals prevailed in N igeria.

Secondly, the perceptions and actions o f  the eleven leaders who  
have so far ruled the state form  the grounds o f  this assessment.

On the basis o f  previous agitation for local autonomy for the 
minorities in N igeria, the regime under the leadership of.M urta la  
M oham m ed considered the creation o f  more states as a cohesive  
national integration factor along side with the political expediency in 
the running o f  the nation at the grassroot level.

Thus, out o f  the seven new States created, Benue State was peculiar 
and unique in the sense that the province did not get the political and 
economic patronage from the N.P.C. leadership because o f  the people’s 
opposition to the then ruling Northern oligarchy. A s  such, at the time 
o f  its creation, there was virtually no viable infrastructural facilities to

By TYODZUAATIM,
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accommodate the mass influx o f  civil ser ■ -ts, neither was there viable  
industrial establishments to absorb the nu nt r o f  unemplove i  youths 
that were just completing their secondary tc uca,' -n.

M any people argued that these unplea.;, nt filiations helped in 
strangulating and crippling the state at infancy as t’ ey further contend 
that, one can not just give birth to a child and anandon the eM ld at 
infancy.

This was the deplorable situation in Benue State when Late G e n ia l  
^Murtala M oham m ed appointed then Col. Abdullah i Shelleng as the

governor o f  the state in February, 1976. On arrival Shelleng m 
hostile environment and climate. He w as in a state o f  dilemm; 
where to begin.

He had to contend with the problem  o f  setting up an administra 
machinery for the State; he had to justify his posting to a p eo p le ' 
were grow ingly  disenchanted with their relationship with the Fed 
Government vis-a-vis state capital, which w as Jos. He also hai 
grapple with the issue o f  providing infrastructure for the state as i 
as assessing the number o f  Benue assets in Lagos, Kaduna, Jos 
Kw ara States respectively.

To Shelleng’s credit he embarked on a massive construction netu 
to provide accommodation for the teeming members o f  the civil serv 
m the state. Abdullah i Shelleng also established the M urtala Coll

Col Abdullahi Shelleng, Group Capt. Adehayo Lawal,
Feb.3 ,1976-J u ly  20, 1978 July 20, 1978 -  Sept.30, 1979

M r.AperAku, Brig. Atom Kpera,
Oct, 1, 1979 -  Dec.311983 Jan. 4, 1981 -  Aug.27, 198

Group Capt. David Jonah Jang, Col Yahanna Madaki,
Aug.27,1985 -  Sept. 5,1986 Sept 5,1986 -  Sept.25, 1986

Col. Ishaya Bakut, Sept. 25, Cot. Idris Garuba,
1986 -  Dec, 22, 1987 Dec. 22, 1 9 8 7 - July 27, 198

Col. Fidelis Makka, 
July 27, 1988 -  Jan 2, 1992

Rev. Fr. Moses Adasu, 
Jan.2, 1992 -  Nov. 22 1993

Group Capt Joshua Obademi, Col. Aminu Isa Kontagora, 
Nov.22, 1993 -  Aug.2,1996 Aug.2, 1996 -  1998

Built in the 80s by the administration o f  first civilian governor Aper 
Aku, the Taraku Golden Oil M ill has remained one o f  the prized 
companies in the state.

Col. Dominic Oneya, 
1998 -  May 29, 1999

Dr. George Akume, 
M ay 29, 1999 -  Date

What started in the early 80s as a mere cafeteria services was develope 
into a fu ll and three stars hotel by the military administration i 
Col. Fedelis Makka:
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30 years of struggles
o f  Arts, Science and Technology, the A .T .C  at K/Ala and the School n fo f  Arts, Science and Technology, the A .T .C  at K/Ala and the School o f  
Basic Studies at Ugbokolo .

He further conceived the idea o f  Benue Brew ery to be located at 
M akurdi, Idah Sanitary W are Industry to be located at Idah, ajjd the 
Burnt Brick Industry to be located at Otukpo.

U p  to the time Shelleng left the state in 1978, the roads within the 
metropolis w ere however left un-tarred.

A lthough  most o f  us have in the past been obliv ious o f  his 
achievement, to be fair to Shelleng, he tried to correct the imbalance 
within the civil service structure.

One serious mistake associated with Abdu llah i Shelleng w as that 
most o f  the establishments he opened operated on temporary sites. 
This situation is still affecting institutions like the Benue Polytechnic 
U gboko lo , A .T .C . Kastina/Ala, and the School o f  Basis Studies 
M akurdi.

Another failure associated with the Shelleng era is that, he brought 
dowri the mini M akurdi Stadium, which was in perfect condition 
before he arrived and never worked towards reactivating it before he 
left. This unpleasant situation left Makurdi the state capital without 
a good stadium during his tenure.

Shelleng’s attitude in destroying the old stadium amounted to a 
waste of public fund and energy. In a nutshell, Shelleng^ administration 
in the state did not last long enough for him to see some o f  his p r o j e c t *  
through. The second m ilitary personnel w ho  headed the stati 
administration was A ir  commodore A debayo  Lawal.

Bayo Law al came here on a specific assignment. His achievements 
or failures should therefore take into cognisance the background  
heralding his arrival. It is interesting to note that N igeria  was preparing 
to handover pow er to the civilians and all military officers w ho had 
had the intention to remain within the armed forces were directed to 
withdraw for military administrators.

This ushered in the arrival o f  Bayo Law a l who more or less came 
.to the state to oversee the peaceful transition from military rule to 
civil rule. It is difficult to point out the specific project which Bayo  
Law al undertook because o f  the short period he stayed in the state as 
M ilitary Administrator, but it is to his credit that he succeeded in 
achieving the primary objectives for which he was assigned to perform. 
Law al preserved peace during the electioneering campaigns.

There w as no problem  o f  open confrontation between parties 
that contested election in the state. A fter election, Bayo Law a l handed 
ov?r pow er to the N P N  candidate Mr. A .A . A k u  on the 1st October,

The unique opportunities, which A p e r A k u  had were excessively  
high, as a member o f  the ruling N P N  he had the presidents’ ear. Again  
his form er anti-corruption  crusade posture against late Joseph 
G om w alk , the then Governor o f  Benue Plateau State, provided a 
veritable platform for massive support by the people.

Haven waged a serious legal battle against Gom w alk  for his failures 
to develop Benue Plateau, people believed that Mr. A per Aku  would  
be mindful o f  whatever policy direction his administration was bound 
to initiate because o f  his past antecedents as a social crusader. Due to 
the publicity he generated in the N igeria  M edia, all eyes w ere on him  
to see how  effective he would perform bearing in mind his past criticism 
on a governor’s non-performance.

Right from  the day A k u  assumed pow er in Benue State, he had to 
contend with the numerous problems confronting apeop le  who had 
had a long history o f  deprivation, degradation, and manipulation in 
the hands o f  privileged Nigerians who, in the past had access to power.
For the simple fact that the lower Benue region happened to be located 
within a geographical climate inhabited by the so called minority 
groups, it people suffered an untold hardship, which A k u  came to 
redress. He had a vision and a mission to accomplish.

A k u  was ambitious and eager to develop the state. He started 
fairly w ell when he stopped the construction o f  a medical centre at 

t A p ir  and directed that instead o f  investing on a big  project in one 
location . Seven  C ottage  hosp itals be constructed at O k p oga , 
Vandeikya, Kastina-Ala. Bassa and other areas.

Although his reasons to penetrate the local government areas were 
la«dable , people still accused him o f  killing a project that was se lf 
financing and which could have helped solve the health problems o f  
the state.

In terms o f  industrialization. A k u  m oved fast to construct the 
Benue Brewery. Benro Packaging, Benue Bottling Company, Lob i 

, Bank, B er-A gbu m  Fish Farm and Ikogen Cattle Ranch, where they 
were importing cows for breeding. H e also m oved fast to construct 
Benue International Hotel in Makurdi.

H e  s ign ed  the contract fo r  the construction  o f  M ak u rd i  
International M arket and was also about to establish a flour mill in 
Makurdi. H e constructed some o f  the main roads in Makurdi township 
and provided the existing street lights through direct labour at a cost 
o f  about 1.2 m illion naira.

A k u  awarded the contract for the Art Council Com plex, which  
was later abandoned at a stage. W e  also started work on the main bow l 
o f  Makurdi stadium. This was also abandoned at a stage. He obtained  
a foreign loan and started construction work on the Taraku Vegetable  
Processing Industry at Taraku.

A k u  established two Advance Teachers’ Co lleges at O ju  and 
Makurdi. He also was the first to establish a University o f  Technology 
in Makurdi. H e embarked on massive establishment o f  Government 
Secondary Schools in the state. A k u ’s efforts in the education sector 
have seen the emergence and expansion o f  higher institution in the 
state. . ,

Aku  s greatest failure was in the field o f  education where teachers 
went unpaid for nine months,.which resulted in the closure o f  schools 
and the subsequent calamities that brought the standard o f  education 
to its lowest ebb.

Psychologically, the moral o f  the civil servants was dampened, 
hopes and aspiration shattered, while misery and poverty became the 
order o f  the day. The gap between the rich and the poor widened in a 
geometrical proportion.

Brigadier J. A . K pera ’s regime came at a period the'state was 
almost at the verge o f  collapse as civil servants salaries were far back  
m  arrears, wh ile  destructive politicking threatened the corporate 

| c^stence o f  Benue State and indeed Nigeria.
-- '■ Kpera met a crisis situation and attempted to resolve the problems 
in a crisis manner. In an attempt to accomplish this task, he took 
retrogressive decisions.

W h ile  K p era  paid  c iv il servants their m onth ly w age s , he 
demoralised them on the other hand as many people were retrenched 
from the service. H e made away with the entire messenger cadre in the 
civil service structure, a policy which w as construed to mean more 
poverty for the poor, as they were the lowest cadre o f  the civil service.

Kpera closed Ber - A gbum  fish Farm, the Benue Hotel, the Poultry 
Factory at North Bank, scrapped the Teaching Service Commission  
and also the A T C ’s at Makurdi and Oju.

The greatest achievement o f  Kpera’s administration was the peace, 
which heralded his arrival. He also constructed the temporary M ac- 
Carthy Stadium through direct labour. He further tarred a street in 
W urukum  and another one at L ob i Quarters as w e ll as the assembly  
village road.

During his period, however, the civil servants were poorly treated 
as they had to wait for three or more years before promotion, which  
brought frustration in the civil service. He created a dichotomy between 
teachers in Government Schools and those in the private sector such 
that teachers in the private schools were receiving far be low  their 
government counterparts.

He again directed retrenched workers to take to farm ing but did 
not provide for them the financial incentives to start life. Kpera made 
scholarsh ip  expensive  as on ly the science students w ere  given  
opportunity to benefit from the schemeur~ u.----------- 4_i _ j  j . . ..

He- however, tried to correct the imbalance in the civil service
s * io  thestructure. Kpera also p laced,order for the supply o f  drug*. iu me 

Health M anagem ent Board but introduced school fees o f  N 30  00 per 
child  in prim ary schools and N300.00  for board ing students in 
Secondary Schools.

The gravity o f  his problem s made him become insensitive to the 
people s yearnings and dealt a total b low  on his political reputation 
when he said; “he met the treasury in the state empty and he had left 
it empty” .

Governor J. D. Jang’s ascendancy to power heralded a new  horizon 
in Benue State. H e gave much attention to the opening o f  rural roads 
and dualization o f  entry points into the state capital, Makurdi. Jang 
gave the general hospital Makurdi a massive face lift. To tackle the 
rural development policy o f  his administration he established the 
Directorate o f  Food, Road and Rural Infrastructure, which has been  
changed to B E R D A .

A fter the exit o f  D avid  Jang, Benue State went through series o f  
transitional crises as most o f  the governors posted to the state were  
either removed or transferred when they were trying to settle down  
A s  such from Yohanna M adaki, Ishaya Bakut and Idris Garba no 
m ajor development took place in the state. However, Idris G arba ’s 
regime commissioned the modem, market-and introduced the Benue  
Links company in Benue. The long period o f  transitional crisis, greatly 
hampered the development o f  the state.

However, the setback occasioned by the transitioned crises earlier 
mentioned was compensated by the arrival o f  then Lt. C o l Fidelis 
M akka in 1989 w ho brought in dynamism and transparency in the 
administration o f  the state. M ak ka ’s commitment to the development 
o f  Benue State was so strong that any obstacle on his way  was booted 
out in a ruthless manner. Indeed, the feeling in the state is that A k u  
M akka and Akum e are the architect o f  m odem  Benue State. L ike a 
dragon, M akka systematically set for h im self the task o f  completing

Improved upon by the Akume administration to win various na­
tional acclaim, Benue links Transport Corporation was established 
by the military and has a major employment opportunity as it has 
also, greatly eased the problem o f  transportation in the state. The Fidelis Makka distraction among other projects, built the state 

library in Makurdi.

m ost o f  the abandoned  pro jects in itiated by  the A k u  c iv ilian  
administration. He re-designed and completed the A p e r A k u  Stadium, 
Staff Development centre and built the follow ing: IB B  Square, Fidelis 
Makka Library, Pauline Makka women centre, D ay care and resurfacing 
o f  some township roads like Gondo A lu o r and Stadium roads among 
others. The Otobi water works, which was started by the first civilian  
Northern Regional Government, also received attention. M akka also  
set up a committee head by  late ambassador Edw in  O gbu  to work out 
modalities for the establishment o f  the Benfte State University and 
signed the law  establishing it by edict N o  3 o f  1991. The rural electricity 
project started by A p e r  A k u  w as pursued w ith vigour. H e also  
completed the six general hospitals, which the Aper Aku  administration 
had started.

M oses Adasu, the second civilian governor o f  the state came with 
an aggressive administrative posture and lobbying to attract federal 
presence. A s  the first catholic priest to venture into partisan politics, 
he had the ears o f  the N igerian  leadership. Adasu could not translate 
his agenda into practical reality because he stayed for only two years. 
Even then, he speedily assem bled the team o f  administrators and 
academics that started the Benue State University. He built the Tarka 
foundation, which up to date, still has its mandate in mystery. Other 
projects embarked upon by Rev. Adasu included; B E N C O  ro o f tile 
and the K/Ala fruit juice.

Like the previous transitional period, which the state had to contend 
with after Rev, Adasu, the state entered yet another transitional period  
when Isa Kontagora took over. Kontagora was primarily concerned 
with creating and generating revenue and wealth for the state. He  
therefore conceived the idea o f  a Benue Plaza and Governor’s lodge all 
in A bu ja  as w e ll as the Benue shopping plaza in Kaduna. H e built the 
M aim una Kontagora hostel and completed a w ing  o f  the Art council 
theatre in Makurdi. Dom inic Oneya who took over from  him built the 
Assem bly village and conceived the idea o f  a fertilizer blending plant 
for the state.

Dr. George Akum e took over the leadership o f  the state in 1999 
after a prolonged period o f  military rule. Tension among neighbouring 
communities w as high and conflict soon ensued. H e used diplom acy  
to cool down raised nerves. He had to contend with a m ajor crisis that 
threatened the corporate existence o f  the state. Being a product o f  the 
system, he decided to tackle poverty on five m ajor fronts. These 
include: Human development, infrastructure provision, stoppage o f  
capita flight, politics o f  inclusion, Agriculture and industrialization.

The human Developm ent concept o f  the Akum e administration 
hmges on his firm commitment to workers welfare by prompt payment 
o f  workers salaries and allowances. Through this method the apparatus 
o f  governance has not been disrupted. The academic calendar remains 
stable and consistent. W ith the free flo w  o f  salaries the state economy  
has been stable over the past six years. Liberalization o f  contract 
policy has also seen the circulation o f  money within the state and 
stopped capita flight. In the area o f  industrialisation Governor George  
Akum e has established as plastic industry, cassava processing factory, 
fertilizer blending factor, two fruit juice factories. W ork is on-going on 
Tomato pury, mango juice and Igumale Cement Company. W ork is to 
commence on an Ethanol plant, which when completed w ill produce 
starch, oil and cassava floor. Som e o f  the industries which ware dead 
have been revamped like the Agro-m illers, Taraku m ills and Otukpo  
Burnt Bricks. Over 640 kilometres o f  rural roads are under construction 
as the government has also spent over N2.6 billion on ecological projects 
in the three senatorial zones. W ork  on the Benue State Television  
project has reached an advance stage o f  com pletion. The other 
important aspect o f  the Akum e administration is the upgrading o f  
facilitates at the Benue State University with the building o f  a college  
o f  medical sciences and a Teaching hospital. Eight new general hospitals 
have also been constructed. His government introduced rural radio by  
the establishment o f  Radio Benue sub-stations at Katsina-A la and 
Idekpa. H e built the government school M akurdi, school o f  Health 
Technology Agasha and introduced mechanised agriculture in the State. 
The State under Akum e is running one o f  the most successful transport 
systems in N igeria  with the introduction o f  the m odem  marcopolo  
buses on the fleet o f  Benue Links Company. The State government’s 
urban renewal programme has seen to the opening and construction o f  
over 45 kilometres o f  township roads, which w ere handled by P W f  
N ig . Ltd. Three m ajor housing projects have being undertaken by thef 
George Akum e government. These are: Judges Quarters, owner occupier! 
estate and the evergreen housing project. These project are designed * 
to ease accommodate problem  in the state capital. The government I 
has entered into a joint partnership with the Federal government to I 
build a new  water works for Makurdi. The project, which is intendeds 
to increase and expand the distribution o f  potable water to Makurdi I 
town, w ill also cover other neighbouring communities. • J

To this end, the National Planning Com m ission in conjunction! 
with D F ID , U S A ID  and the commonwealth rated Benue State the 6th I 
best out o f  the 36 states o f  the federation in terms o f  service delivery ! 
and good governance.

Benue state has no doubt come a long way. It may not havef 
reached its peak in its quest to develop but there are clear signs that 
within a short while the state w ill be the envy o f  many. There is still 1 
room for improvement because at the moment the absence o f  adequate I 
electricity in the state and bad rural roads is hampering the rapid: 
development o f  the state. A bove  all, there is need for change o f  attitude * 
by the people w ho must embrace A c m e ’s developmental initiative : 
by taking the ample opportunities the governor has created.

Attitudinal change is very important i f  the state is to be developed. { 
A n  Ibo man who resides outside his state w ou ld  always strive toj 
invest in his home state but a T iv  man would  prefer to gam er money 
from Benue and invest elsewhere. I f  N e w  York is relocated to Benue 
from U S A  and the attitude o f  the people towards business remains 
anti-progress the state w ill stagnet. I f  Akum e is running the most 
benevolent administration and has set-up high profile industries but: 
the attitude o f  the p eop le  tow ards business rem ain the same  
development w ill still elude the state."
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Benue State At SO: The journey so far
Opinion pool conducted by Hir Joseph, correspondent (Makurdi)Adoka Adaji, media practitioner, politician and Gen.* 

Sec. Opiatoha k’ Idoma: The creation o f  the state 
fo llow ed  the straggle for self-a.etualization by the then 
people o f  the new ly  created state.

O n  creation, the state had thiree m ajor tribes- Tiv, Igala  and 
Idom e respectively. The Iga la  w ere brought from  K w ara  State 
while both Tiv and Idom a were excised from  the then Benue -  
Plateau State.

Administration: The then C o lone l Abdu llah i Shelleng was  
appointed as the first M ilitary Governor o f  Benue State. The  
responsibility o f  putting the new  state on track w as p laced on 
his shoulders.

O n  c reation , ba s ic  in frastructures w e re  lack in g . The  
Shelleng led administration had the task o f  providing roads 
especially within M akurdi the state capital. He engineered the 
provision o f  what is today known as J. S. Tarka W ay, Benue  
”  scent, lyorchia A yu  Road, R ailw ay B ye-Pass, Bank Road, 

nadu B e llo  W ay, kashim  Ibrahim  R oad  am ong others.
In the area of residential accommodation, Col: Shelleng 

initiated and completed the building of Lobi Quarters, Ankpa 
Quarters, Kwararafa Quarters and Manor Quarters respectively.

He made provision for the construction o f office 
accommodation in different pprts of Makurdi without neglecting 
the provision of same at the Local Government Headquarters. 
Even the present State Secretariat was a brainchild of Shelleng 
administration.

Without fear o f contradiction, every successive 
administration has been building on the foundation laid by the 
Shelleng administration in the state.

The group Capt. Bayo lawal Interim Administration also 
made a mark within its short life span before it handed over to 
the Aper Aku led civilian administration in 1979.

e Aku administration achieved a lot for the state 
-";ially in the area of industry. He saw to the establishment 

:nue Brewery, Benue Burnt Bricks, Benro packaging, Benue 
ing Company, Benue Agricultural Development Company, 

Ikyogen Cattle Ranch, Idah Sanitary Wares among others.
In the area of education, the late Aku administration 

established Advanced Teachers Colleges at Makurdi, Ankpa 
and Oju respectively in the 80’s. He also saw the need for the 
establishment of post-primary schools at the grassroots. The 
idea of a State University was Aku driven.

The Aku administration also established General Hospitals 
at the Local Government Headquarters that had none.

The Aku legacy is a big one that cannot be forgotten easily. 
Aku actually gave the people of Benue State a pride in the 
Nigerian scheme of things. Among the successive military 
regimes after Aper Aku Air -  Commodore Jonah Jang and 
Brigadier -  General Fidelis Makka particularly impacted 
positively on the lives of Benue People.

The Rev. Father Moses Adasu administration would be 
remembered for the actualization of Benue State University,

The Present Dr. George Akume administration has recorded 
impressive achievement in the area of schools renovation. Above 
all, he made a giant stride in upgrading of infrastructures at the 
Benue State University.

If the industries at the various stages of completion can be 
completed before he leaves, he will have his name written in 
gold.

Peace: The prevailing peace between the two m ajor tribes 
in  the state is a clear testimony o f  unity o f  purpose. It is hoped  
that such unity w ill result in the transformation o f  pow er to the 
people o f  Zone C.

I feel after 30 year o f  peaceful existence, an Idom a should 
be  entrusted with the governorship position o f  the state come  
2007. • '

W ithout the creation o f  Benue State 30 years ago , the level 
o f  developm ent w itnessed today w ou ld  not have been possible. 
I f  state creation is the yardstick fo r developm ent, I suggest  

state (A p a ) be created out o f  the present Benue State. 
State  has fa ir e d  w e ll  in  the  las t 30 y e a rs  w ith  

developm ent taken to the grassroots. T w ish  the tempo w ould

be sustained.
Elder Joseph Kyaakyor Atir, Community Leader: A  man

at 30 is no more a baby. By that I mean Benue State has gone a 
very long way in various considerations including socio­
economic and political development. But most importantly, the 
state which was created along side others especially in the old 
northern region stands out clearly as a model.

Talking about agriculture for which the people of Benue 
are highly known for, I think we did not only place ourselves 
permanently on the world map of food production, we also have 
contributed immensely to the overall development of the nation. 
This is so because agricultural products gotten from the till of 
the people have attracted much in terms of revenue to the federal 
purse.

On the political scene too, the State has recorded tremendous 
development, 30 year after. The entire middle belt got its identity 
because of the activism for minority rights crusade as was being 
carried out by the late Joseph Sarwuan Tarka and his followers. 
We have produced for the nation politicians of both national 
and intematkflial recognition. Apart from the J.S Tarka, the 
Obande Obeyas and their contemporaries, we have produced 
the Paul Unogos, Isaac Shaahus, the lyorchia Ayu’s the David 
Marks and the chief Barnabas Gemades who have track records 
in their respective contribution to the national political 
landscape.

As a people we have however not being able to successfully

i has, to a very high 
the state.

But all in all I think, we can make it one day. As a highly 
diverse but hard working and understanding people, we will 
continue to talk to ourselves on the need to tight selfishness 
among ourselves. Most importantly, we have to support the 
administration of George Akume, a youngman who has shown, 
tremendous concern to place Benue State permanently on the 
world map of development. 1

Mrs. Grace Atim, civil servant and coordinator, Child 
Rights Protection Initiative (CRPI): Benue State has come a 
long way, and you can see a lot of development. Let me talk of 
the area of education. Benue is one of the states that has own 
state university standing out in the community o f the 
universities. Recently BSU was selected as one of the 
Universities whose programmes have all been accredited at 
once.

In the are o f child development, there has been lot of 
development. Benue is one of the states which is in the process 
o f passing the bill on the Child Right Act which when 
domesticated, will have a lot of impact in terms of child 
development in the state. I think we have come a long way and 
hope that we will continue to go places.

When the bill is passed and domesticated, it will be 
implemented according to the culture and peculiarity of the 
Benue people.

But if  it is not passed, like am a parent and if I abuse my- 
child, you can’t take me to court because there is no legal 
provision guiding the handling of children. But when it is 
domesticated it will be binding on all the Benue stakeholders 
so I think the Benue child will benefit from the bill.

On the political scene too, let’s not forget that Benue retrains 
the first and only state in the entire Africa, to have produced a 
female speaker for the State Assembly. That’s one record, which 
even the pioneer states have not been able to beat.

Tyotom Keghku, Lecturer and Public Relations 
Consultant; There has been development. Development can 
be seen in terms of physical structures on ground and even 
other variables that go with them. You have to try and compare

What is today rehabilitated and renamed Atiku Abubarkar 
road was one is the only two tarred Makurdi township road 
at inception in 1976.

one environment w ith  another to really  know  whether there 
has been actual development or not, but in my ow n opinion, I 
feel Benue state ha's gonb a  long w ay  in terms o f  development.

In the area of education, which I am, concern directly, we 
have a Benue State University, which was established as far 
back as 1992. This, as far as I am concerned, makes a turning 
point in development effort at least in the area of education. 
And if you look at the two campuses of the university, a lot of 
structural work is going on through funding by the State 
Government who owns the university. But because, the 
university itself has good government relation, it has also 
attracted funding from the E.T.F and ALGON.

Do not forget also that there are lists o f other tertiary 
institutions established in the state and which are enjoying 
tremendous development and funding by the present 
administration in the state.

There are also other areas. The transport sector in the state 
for instance is doing very well because Benue Links is one of 
the best state owned transport companies in Nigeria, by the 
rating of many institutions. I think we are doing very well in 
that area.

Coming to other areas of development like water and powers 
supply you might say development has not been much in this 
area but at least something is being done to alleviate the people’s 
sufferings. Only last week the minister for water resources was 
here to lay a foundation for the greater Makurdi water works 
which is also expected to be extended to other major towps in 
the state. So by and large 1 think there has been development in 
these areas.

And when talking about state creation, you have to also 
consider that Benue was created along other states. But what 
have these states done that Benue has not been able to. The 
percentage might differ, but by and large, there has been 
tremendous improvement from that highly backward area that 
was carved out of the old Benue Plateau state. Even though a 
lot of negative stories are still being written about the state by 
some quarters, I think such quarters have been ill informed 
about the state.

Ageba Dooga Godwin, National President, National 
Association of Political Science Students (NAPSS): The 
ioumey so far is that 
has been the major 
Movement between here to the neighbouring states was a 
difficult exercise by 1976 when Benue was carved out of the 
old Benue Plateau, but today, the story is different. We have 
not only attracted these basic infrastructure, which makes life 
meaningful, we have also improved on them.

And taking about institutions, Benue State has not only 
recorded a tremendous growth, but has remained one state north 
of the country where nothing is lacking. We have a state owned 
university which was the first ever established in the whole of 
the old northern region. We were also able to attract a Federal 
University of Agriculture, and with a host o f other tertiary 
institutions in the state, one can categorically say Benue is the 
model of northern Nigeria.

Still taking about institutions and as it regards the health 
sector you won’t say Benue is doing badly. Without a single 
referral health centre at the time of creation, Benue now boast 
of a number of general hospitals and a federal medical centre 
for which the administration of governor George Akume is doing

The State owned Radio Benue was established in the 80s by 
the Military and has remained one o f the major symbols o f 
the 30 years old State.

Rural Roads as this about and have perfectly networked the 
state, thereby easing the hitherto problem o f occurs for 
transportation o f both people and agricultural productions 
successive refines made tremendous in impact in th w w a  
o f infrastruc ture.

Rural electrification has been one o f tfte major are o f pri­
vacy from inception to date. _________________ _

m  a an envious position as our people w ill no m ore be trooping 
out to neighboring states for m edical attention. There is also 
the C ollege  o f  Health Sciences which Dr. Akum e is about to 
com plete and this w ill m ake a turning point from  the very  
desperate situation the state found itself as our youths hardly 
gotadm ission  in health science related courses in other N igerian  
universities.'You can count on and on but the list o f  physical 
development is endless.

Alhaji Ibrahim Ndabagi, politician and sports 
administrator: A t the time o f  creation, M akurd i, the state 
capital had only two roads with asphalt, and that w as barracks 
road and what is today know  as Atiku Abubakar road. Today  
M akurd i and other towns in the state have becom e canters for  
perfect network o f  roads and beautifully constructed streets. 
The present administration has particularly achieved a feat in 
turning .the state into a haven for Investors. You need investors 
for economic growth. The days o f  the military actually placed  
the state in a situation where it w as virtually im possible for 
investors to come, but today, you  have the Indians, Japanese, 
Am ericans and other businessmen from various other countries 
jostling for investment in the state

The is so because Dr. George Akume, whom I will describe 
as the father of Benue economy, has provided the enabling 
atmosphere. By this we can now see that the journey so far, for 
Benue state, is good.

Dr. Jerry Agada, civil servant and National Vice 
President Association of Nigerian Authors (ANA): At 30 I 
can say Benue is faring fine as a state. You do not expect a 
state to develop overnight and become like London like other 
big places, it has to take sometimes to grow up. It is like a child 
just given birth to, but I can tell you that Benue State has now 
grown into adulthood.

Those o f  us w ho witnessed the creation and w ere working  
then in what is today plateau state, w e can tell the story better. 
Upon  creation, w e  w ere deployed to Benue state where we had 
to start up without anything concrete on the ground. There was 
no residential quarters, no office accommodation.

W e  started under trees, but today, such facilities abound in 
not only M akurdi, but a ll across the state.

In the various sectors o f  the economy, talking particularly 
o f  education Benue can boast o f  havtng the highest num ber o f  
tertiary institutions in the North, which are also doing w e ll  
This is not to talk o f  privately ow ned  ones, w h ich  abound  
everywhere in the state.

W ith  the te ach in g  h o sp ita l, the G o v e rn o r  A k u m e  
administration w ill put a final touch on the development o f  the 
educational sub-sector, which has made so much giant strides 
in the developm ent o f  the state, 30 years after creation.

On the whole I want to say the state has grown up, and has 
known trem'endous development.

The end to development is the epd to human existence, so 
long as w e c ontinue to live. Beniie State wfll Continue/ tildevelop  
and very w e ll too. One day it shall Keeping a Heaven'
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NIGERIAN EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL

I 1i ,? rT SMS ° f  20f  EEG„claimShas comnl£nced in earnest, and in order to make open the issues involved in the domination o f rates under the redesigned 
scheme, the Nigerian Export Promotion Council hereby invites the under listed companies to a meeting as follows:

VENUE:

TIME:

Conference Hall, NEPC Lagos Zonal Office, 13/15 
Ladipo Oluwole Street, Off Marine Road, Apapa, 
Lagos.
9. 00 A. M. each day '

B ° Z nM»nhdVa y ' f o r o f , h e  ^  >™*"S with Group A will hold on Saturday February 11,2006, while Group
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Exporter Name . '13 - ;. . *
AAJK.KAYZ RESOURCES.LIMITEB
AFRICAN TEXTILE MANUFACTURERS LIMITED 
AFRIMPEX ENTERPRISES LIMITED 
AGRO TRADERS LIMITED 
ALKEM NIGERIA LIMITED 
ARMADA INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 
ASIA PLASTICS INDUSTRY NIG LIMITED 
ASSOCIATED COMM EXPORTERS & TRADERS NIG LTD (ACET) 
ATLANTIC SHRIMPERS LIMITED
BALLY PLASTICS AND FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES NIG LIMITED 
BANARLY NIGERIA LIMITED 
BETA GLASS PLC 
BHOJRAJ INDUSTRIES PLC
CEMENT COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIGERIA PLC SOKOTO
CENTURY EXPORTS LIMITED
CHELLCO INDUSTRIES LTD
CYBELE COSMETICS LIMITED
DANSA FOOD PROCESSING COMPANY LIMITED
DECENT BAG INDUSTRIES LIMITED
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC
ENG HUAT RUBBER IND. EPF/ENG HUAT IN I) LTD
FANTASTIC TRADERS NIGERIA LIMITED
FARIOG NIGERIA LIMITED
FATA TANNING EPF
FINE CHEMICALS NIGERIA LIMITED
FRIGOGLASS INDUSTRIES NIG LIMITED
HONEYWELL FISHERIES LIMITED
HR VENTURES LIMITED
HUFAWA ENTERPRISES LIMITED
IBT AND ASSOCIATES NIG LTD
KULAK TRADES & INDUSTRIES PLC
LEO SUNSHINE LIMITED ’
LORNEVIEW INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
MAHAZA COMPANY LIMITED
MAMUDA INDUSTRIES NIGERIA LIMITED
MARIO JOSE ENTERPRISES LIMITED
NIGERIAN BAG MANUFACTURING COMPANY LIMITED
NIGERIAN EMBROIDERY LACE MANUFACTURING CO LTD
NIGERITE LIMITED
NORMAN INDUSTRIES LTD
NYCIL LIMITED
OK PLAST LIMITED
OLAM NIGERIA LIMITED
ORC FISHING AND FOOD PROCESSING LIMITED
PANAR LIMITED
POLMAZ LIMITED
PURECHEM INDUSTRIES LTD
RMM GLOBAL COMPANY LIMITED
SADHWANIS NIGERIA LIMITED
SARA FOODS LIMITED
SEVEN-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC
SHIRAZ AGRO INDUSTRIES NIG LTD
SINO PP WOVEN BAG NIGERIA LIMITED
SLIMPOT TANNERY LIMITED
SONNEX PACKAGING NIGERIA LIMITED
SONVIG INTERCONTINENTAL mnUSTRIES I SMI TED
SOSACO NIGERIA LIMITED
SPINTEX MILLS (NIGERIA) LIMITED
STANDARD FOOTWEAR INDUSTRIES NIGERIA LIMITED
STANDARD PLASTICS INDUSTRY (M G ) LTD
SUDIT OIL AND CHEMICAL LIMITED
SUN AND SAND INDUSTRIES LIMITED
SUNFLAG (NIGERIA) LIMITED
TANORTH TANNERY LIMITED
TARABAROZ FISHERIES LIMITED
VITAL PRODUCTS LIMITED
VIVA METAL AND PLASTICS INDUSTRIES LIMITED 
WEST AFRICAN COTTON COMPANY LIMITED 
WEST AFRICAN GLASS INDUSTRY PLC 
WEST AFRICAN MILK COMPANY NIGERIA-pLC 
WEST AFRICAN SEASONING COMPANY LIMITED

Exporter-Name
AAREM(R.M) NIGERIA LIMITED 
AFRICA STAR NIGERIA LIMITED 
ALIM OL LIMITED
AMAJON INDUSTRIES NIGERIA LIMITED 
ARAROMI RUBBER ESTATES LIMITED 
AVOP INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 
AYOOLA FOODS NIGERIA LIMITED 
BAS INDUSTRIES NIGERIA LIMITED 
BEL PAPYRUS LIMITED 
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC
CAPRISAGE (EXPORT) WOOD&FURNITURE CO LTD 
CELPLAS INDUSTRIES NIGERIA LIMITED 
CENTURY DYES AND CHEMICALS 
COCOA INDUSTRIES LTD.
CODIN A COMPANY NIGERIA LIMITED
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COOP COCOA PRODUCTS LIMITED 
. CQOP COMMODITIES LIMITED 

- COTTON AND AGRICULTURAL PROCESSORS LIMITED 
CROWN FLOOR MILLS LIMITED 
DANA PLASTICS LIMITED 
DOLPHINE FISHERIES LIMITED 
ED & F MANUFACTURING LIMITED 
EXXON RESOURCES 
FIRST SPINNERS PLC
GENERAL AGRO OIL INDUSTRIES LIMITED 
GJMSER COMMODITIES LIMITED 
GLOBUS ENTERPRISES LIMITED 
GOD’S LITTLE TANNERY LIMITED 
GONGONI COMPANY LIMITED 
GUM ARABIC COMPANY NIG.LIMITED 
HAFFAR INDUSTRIAL COMPANY LIMITED 
HERCULES TYRES LIMITED 
IMONIYAME HOLDINGS LIMITED 
INDUSTRIAL & FARM EQUIPMENT COMPANY LIMITED 
INTERNATIONAL POLYMER SYSTEMS LIMITED 
INTERNATIONAL TEXTILE INDUSTRIES NIG LIMITED 
JK INDUSTRIES LIMITED 
JOF IDEAL FAMILY FARMS LIMITED 
JON TUDY INVERBIZ NIGERIA LIMITED 
KIMATRAI NIGERIA LIMITED 

! KODE INVESTMENTS LIMITED 
KOLE-DAFE NIGERIA LIMITED 
KOLORKOTE NIGERIA LIMITED 
KWALE RUBBER COMPANY LIMITED 
LADGROUP LIMITED 
LARRABEE NTERPRISES LIMITED 
LIVING FOI .ST LIMITED 
MARPELI ONE NIGERIA LIMITED 
MASTAY INA'FJTMENTS LIMITED 
MBS MERCHANTS LIMITED 
MICHELIN DF VELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED 
MICHEI IN NIGERIA LIMITED 
MINL LIM ITS'.
MOBIL OIL N1 jERIA PLC
MONTBRIZDNt NDUSTRY NIGERIA LIMITED
MULTITREX If VESTMENTS LIMITED
NASMIER El* LRPI.' .'SES LIMITED
NEFRADAY -ICEP IA LIMITED
NEIMETH ! ■TTERNATIONAL PHARMACEUTICALS PLC
NIG. CAS/ JM&PA.CKAGING MANUFACTURING CO. LTD
NIG. GA« ,'YLIKDERS MANUFACTURING CO LTD
NIGER' '.J,’ BOTTLING COMPANY PLC
NULE- NDLSTRIES LIMITED
OC&* ’TSHF.RIES NIGERIA LIMITED
OK F JOS LIMITED
OLOf ..IV PISCES LIMITED
CMC WOOD NDUSTRY LTD
OSS! vlIVI :< RUBBER ESTATES LIMITED
PETER AN LEVER LIMITED
P 'l ROAD' N'IGERIA LTD
■ OLYHAC INDUSTRIES NIGERIA LIMITED
I’ REM E2 MBER AND. (NIG). LIMITED AKURE
PROf ER £  GAMBLE NIGERIA LIMITED
PROS' AS. DOR NIGERIA LIMITED
PROS';" .'.TIMATE LIMITED
R f :D I> y CRNATIONAL LTD
R CKf 7 BENCKISER NIGERIA LIMITED
Rl'G-Vl PLASTICS INDUSTRIES LIMITED
RELIANCE I EXTILE INDUSTRIES LIMITED
SAPL .t INTEGRATED INDUSTRIES LIMITED
SE.\<i.-LD FISHING COMPANY LIMITED
SH/'N /AI PACKAGING INDUSTRY LIMITED
SYa NM\RK COCOA PROCESSING COMPANY LIMITED
STAR SEED NIGERIA LIMITED
SUW.RTEX LIMITED
TA’S ’ iREE INTERNATIONAL LIMITED
TI- • MAR HOLDINGS COY LIMITED
TOWER ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC
TRENDS VENERATE LIMITED
Til! MCO LIMITED
TROPICAL WOOD TECHNOLOGIES LIMITED 
ULYSSES NIGERIA LIMITED 
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC
UNION AUTOPARTS MANUFACTURING COMPANY LIMITED 
UNIQUE LEATHER FINISHING COMPANY LIMITED «
UNITED FISHERIES LIMITED 
UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILE PLC 
UNITED SPINNERS NIGERIA LIMITED 

. VISTA INTERNATIONAL LIMITED 
WATER SIDE RUBBER ESTATES LIMITED 
WESTERN METAL PRODUCTS COMPANY LIMITED 
WOOD MILLS INDUSTRIES LIMITED

PLEASE BE PUNCTUAL

SIGNED:
G. M. SASORE (MRS.)

Special Adviser to the President/CEO,NEPC
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|_______________ A .  d v e r t b r i a l

BEFORE THE DARKNESS FALLS

•

The Nigerian polity is overheating at a disturbing rate and I consider it mete and 
proper to say something in warning. Many o f the founding fathers and nationalists 
who offered their sweat, blood and life for the freedom o f this country are no 
longer on this planet. The few o f us who are still around cannot look unconcerned 
when we see the country drifting towards a precipice. <

The tone and mode o f politics and politicking is becoming alarming and frightening. 
Recently the military was obliged to sound 9 note o f warning to politicians and 
political actors and the indications so far are that the significant warning has not 
been taken with sufficient seriousness.

In the race towards 2007, politicians are no longer talking o f parties, ideologies or 
principles; the emphasis has shifted to Zonal or regional blocs, line-ups and ethnicity. 
Much as it may be pleaded that these are lawful and legitimate, they could be 
overplayed and lead to dangerous consequences. There is the loud talk o f Third- 
Term ambition which is neither confirmed nor seriously denied, and passions are 
running high over the saga. There is the strong agitation for a South-East President 
being strongly propagated by the South-East Forum . There is the amalgam o f 
South-East and South-South agitating that the Presidency should be slotted to any 
o f the two geo-political Zones. There is the strong agitation by the North that since 
democratic Presidency has remained Ivith the South for eight ^e^s, itshould^n^w 
rotate to the Nrprth, And there is the new solidarity o f  Souther# S o iu Ji %jjfcriciftg 
the \tirep' geo-political, Zones o f theSolith; AlHhe&e'Aiay appear to be legitimate and 
lawful, but i f  the interests remain rigid and uncompromising, as canvassed, they 
could constitute a grave danger to the peace and unity o f the country.

I am an apoltle and strong advocate o f Dr. A zikiwe/Ahm adu Bello policy o f 
compromise and give-and-take for it is only under such policy that Nigeria had 
seen peace. In the Independence year o f 1960. Sir Ahmadu Bello’s N orthern'people’s 
Congress (NPC) and Dr. Azikiwe’s National Convention of Nigerian Citizens 
(NCNC) formed a Coalition Government and in a patriotic dialogue shared offices 
at the Federal level. There was one solid North at that time and it was for the 
Sardauna to distribute his allotted offices to their provinces. Dr. Azikiwe and the 
NCNC distributed their share o f public offices in the Eastern Region and Western 
Region as follows:

Ministers - (East)
R. Amanze Njoku (Present Imo State)
Jaja Anucha Wachukwu (Present Abia State)
Aja Nwachukwu (Present Ebonyi State)
M. T. Mbu (Present C/River State)
Dr. E.A. Esin (Present Akwa lbom State)

Parliamentary Secretaries<-
Mbazulike Amechi (later Minister - Anambra)
R. B. K. Okafor (Present Imo State)
F. E. Ofor (Present Abia State)
D.C. Ugwu (Present Enugu State)
U.O. Ndem (Present C/River State)

Ministers - West
T. O. S. Benson (lkorodu then Western Region)
J. M. Johnson (Lagos Capital Territory)
Olu Akinfosile (Ondo State)
F.S. Okotie-Eboh (Present Delta State)

Parliamentary Secretaries -West
Alade Lamuye (Present Osun State)
L.A. Yerokun (Present Oyo State)
H. Omo-Osagie (Present Edo State)
Owhotomi Oweh (Present Delta State)
O. Bademosi (Present Ondo State}

The NCNC did not have elected Members o f the House o f Representatives from 
the present Rivers and Bayelsa States and could therefore not nominate a Minister 
or Parliamentary Secretary from that Province o f the East, but in order to give 
them representation in the central Government, a political strategy was worked out 
and Melford Okilo who won election on the platform o f opposition Action Group 
was encouraged to cross carpet to the NPC and he was appointed a Parliamentary 
Secretary.

This bridge o f understanding and compromise constructed by Zik and the Sardauna 
o f Sokoto gave the country Peace and Unity until the Western Regional Crisis o f 
1964 split the ruling Action Group party in the West into two factions headed by 
Awolowo and Akintola. The NPC backed Akintola. while the NCNC pitched tent 
with Awolowo and this caused a major crack on the Bridge and that enabled the 
military to make a coup in January 1966 and blew the bridge to pieces. The rest o f 
the story is well known to all and sundry. A  brutal civil war followed, millions of 
lives were lost and friends o f yesterday became enemies o f today.

to contest the scheduled elections and the results showed that regional and ethnic 
influences were still very potent in th(e country. The NPN, with strong Northern 
dominance, won the Presidential election, feut failed to win majority seats in the 
two Houses o f the National Assembly. The NPP under the leadership o f Dr. Azikiwe 
came second with total acceptance by the Igbo States o f the South-East, followed 
by Plateau State in the Middle Belt. In order to restore stability and peace, Zik and 
his NPP went into a coalition with the NPN. Thus an old damaged bridge was 
reconstructed and this brought stability and modest progress to agnation that was 
thoroughly tired o f strife and military dictatorship’ . By the middle o f 1983, the 
inexperienced hawks in the NPP prevailed on Zik to break faith with the NPN and' 
go into a utopian Alliance of Progressives with Awolowo’s UPN, Waziri Ibrahim’s 
GNPP and a dissident faction o f Aminu Kano’s PRP. Again the NPN won the 1983 
election, but the vociferous rejection o f the election results by the club o f 
Progressives posted an unhidden invitation to the military to once again murder 
democracy in the country. The military once again took over the government o f 
the country from December 31, 1983 and perpetuated itself in power till 1999.

It is an irrefutable fact of history tha t each time this bridge of compromise 
and understand ing  constructed  by Zik and the S ard au n a  was pu t to use, 
there prevailed peace and amity in the country and each time the bridge was 
dam aged or seriously gncktg l, what followed w a^y seq u ilib riu jn . j  ,
l&m JU y& ge*n i afclivdi^liffcin p$Slic*? b^ lJw JicJm in^not aptftmJu* Today 
the ominous signs that hover above the country do not portend well for the peace 
and unity o f the country. As somebody who hails from the South-East geo<political 
Zone o f the country, which has been at the receiving end o f the injustices that 
followed the civil war, I believe that it is in our interest and the overall peace o f the 
nation that we should revisit the Zik/Sardauna formula and rebuild that bridge o f 
amity between us and the North provided that it is on a solid foundation o f justice, 
equity and total over-all national interest. This is without prejudice to the contacts 
o f the various sectional fora who are already doing their things, but they should not 
do their things in a way that will divide the country or plunge its citizens into a 
senseless war that will take innocent lives. Early nationalists and founding fathers 
o f the nation made great sacrifices to secure independence for a united Nigeria. 
Many o f them have gone the way o f all flesh, but the few o f us still around will 
invoke the wrath o f God and all our heroes past, on any opportunist psudo-politician 
who for selfish ambition will plunge the nation into any strife or division.

As the country sits precariously on a keg o f high explosive, it is for the President 
to do or say something that will douse the high tension which his speculated third 
term ambition has generated instead o f the meaningless and incoherent invectives 
and abuses which Presidential spokesmen and party choir masters are dishing out 
to a disgusted public. There are enough crises situations and sore issues that demand 
the urgent attention o f the President in his present incumbency rather than the 
diversion o f third term.

The situation in the Niger Delta area is delicate and explosive and if  not handled 
with great tact and maturity could inflict severe damage to the economy. And 
youths, traditional rulers and political leaders of the areas involved should be told 
that there is no wisdom in violence or destruction of structures and installations 
that produce the wealth which they are demanding to control.

The fight against economic crimes is highly commendable, but the dragnet should 
be made to spread beyond Governors and politicians who do not endorse the 
thoughts and desires of the President. The search light should be beamed on other 
arms of the Government as well as the National Assembly, the States, the Local 
Governments and the Electoral Commission. The NNPC, the Oil Companies 
and even some leading agitators in the oil producing areas are not exempted from 
the massive stealing and diversion o f the national wealth..

Before I say the final word, let me say it loud and clear that the President, the 
Police and the State Security Service owe it as a duty and debt to unravel and tall 
the nation and the world what authority, agency or persons hgye been responsible 
for the spate o f political murders that have taken place in all parts o f Nigeria in the 
last Couple o f  years. Why have the investigations been inconclusive and 
unconcluded? It is an unchangeable law o f nature that those who spill other people’s 
blood must pay with their own blood, and those who take other people’s lives must 
pay with their own lives.

Finally my main advocacy is that in spite o f and in addition to other bridges being 
.constructed or i-econstructed, that main bridge between the East and the North 

which has held this country in peace and amity should be reconstructed. As a sole 

survivor o f the original Zik’s team o f the First RepuWic from this Zone. I will be 

delighted to lend a hand. Whether the bridge will be redesigned or structurally 

modified. I am willing and ready to contribute to its reconstruction. A ll I want, on 

behalf o f myself and my departed compatriots, is Peace, Amity and Justice in 

democratic Progress o f the nation which we sacrificed so much to found.
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2007: Gov’s aide accuses PDP of plans to rig elections
I f  |  l  he Special Adviser to Stories bv Olumide scribed the President’s claim than making unsubstantial tenure. . u:™1 he Special Adviser to 

Governor Bola 
Tinubu on Political 

I and Legislative Matters, 
Oyinlomo Danmole, has said 

I that the allegations by Presi- 
i dent Olusegun Obasanjo 
that the 2003 general elec­
tions were rigged in favour 

i o f the Alliance for Democ- 
| racy (AD ) was a ploy by the 
rival Peoples Democratic 

| Party (PDP) to manipulate 
| next year’s election.

The special adviser’s re-

Stories by Oiumide 
Bajulaiye, Correspondent, 
_________ Lagos_______

action to Obasanjo’s claim 
came even as the Tinubu" 
administration challenged 
the federal government to 
prosecute the erstwhile 
Head o f Service (HOS) in 
Lagos, Rafiu Tinubu, who 
allegedly owned up to have 
perfected the rigging to in­
stall the AD in the state.

But Danmole, who de­

scribed the President’s claim 
as a mere fallacy lacking 
every semblance o f truth, 
accused Obasanjo o f not 
weighing his allegations and 
the implications o f such 
pronouncements on the na­
tion’s democracy.

According to him, the 
President knew the best 
thing to do with( the ac­
claimed “ election rigger” 
was to recommend him for 
prosecution by relevant law 
enforcement agency, rather

than making unsubstantial 
allegations through the 
pages o f the newspapers.

“The President owes a 
duty to prosecute any such 
person whose act constitute 
an obvious sabotage o f the 
democratic process” , 
Danmole said, insisting that 
the mandate was freely giv­
ing to the AD under the lead­
ership o f Tinubu in appar­
ent appreciation o f people- 
oriented programmes imple­
mented during the first term

Robbers attack bank in Ikorodu
A *

i l i a

gang o f armed rob 
bers on Monday at 

icked a first genera- 
tion commercial bank in 
Ipakodo, Ikorodu, Lagos 
State and carted away un­
specified amount o f money.

The robbers, numbering 
about 12, according to 
sources, arrived the bank at 
about 10am in a commercial 
mini bus and reportedly en­
tered tftte banking hall as cus­
tomers and demanded to see 
the manager.

| The robbers later held all 
j customers and bank officials 
hostage. A security man who 

| attempted to escape from the 
j banking hall, probably to in­
form the police, was shot.

While they ordered eve- 
ryone to lie on the floor, the

robbers made for the bank’s 
vault and collected as much 
money as they could.

However, luck ran out on 
them as the driver o f the ve­
hicle used for the robbery was 
arrested alongside a suspect 
after a hot chase by a team of 
mobile policemen near a river 
while the other robbers es­
caped.

Following the robbery, it 
was learnt that the police have 
arrested two officials o f the 
bank for interrogation. Both 
suspects are now at the 
SCID.

The Commissioner o f Po­
lice, Lagos State Command, 
Mr. Emmanuel Adebayo, and 
senior officials o f the SCID 
were said to have visited the 
bank shortly after the incident

to assess the extent o f dam­
age.

Spokesman o f the com­
mand Mr. Olubode Ojajuni, a 
Deputy Superintendent o f 
Police, confirmed the incident

to our correspondent.
Ojajuni could not, how­

ever, confirm the exact amount 
stolen from the bank and nei­
ther could he ascertain the 
arrest o f the bank officials.

tenure.
Recounting the events o f 

the 2003 polls and the sub­
sequent Supreme Court 
judgment that the PDP lost 
the elections in Obasanjo’s 
home, Ogun State, the spe­
cial "adviser said the Presi­
dent got it all wrong as it was 
the PDP and not the AD that 
was guilty o f election ma­
nipulations, especially in the 
South Vest geo-political 
zone.

ALegin ; that the Presi­
dent was flj ing the kite o f 
the orchestrated threat to 
“capture Lagos” , Danmole 
urged Obasanjo to forget 
Lagos as the state would not 
be up for grabs, adding that 
the electorate would always 
identify with the AD, being 
a party that has plans for 
them.

According to him, the 
hardships inflicted on Nige­
rians by the PDP-controlled 
federal government were 
enough reasons for the peo­
ple to reject them with their 
votes, assuring that the AD 
would regain all the state it 
lost to the PDP at the 2003 
polls during the 2007 elec­
tions.

His words: “ What had 
been stolen from us w ill 
surely return"to us. The 
President has actually con­
firmed that he is afraid. Or 
why else will the President 
be threatening his gover­
nors with sack i f  they fail to 
perform. At the eve o f an 
election, he should be prais­
ing them, not the upbraid­
ing that we are now hav­
ing'

.................................................  uiw in

Results delay: LASU
lecturers m ay face sack
The Vice-Chancellor o f yet to submit their results to 

Lagos State Univer- start looking for employment
lhe Vice-Chancellor o f 

Lagos State Univer­
sity (LASU ), Prof. 

Lateef Hussain, has threat­
ened to sack lecturers who de­
layed the release o f results o f 
examinations taken since Oc­
tober last year.

This was contained in a 
statement issued by the vice 
chancellor on Monday.

Hussain in the statement 
said it is unfair for students 
to write examination and not 
to know their results and yet 
resume for their studies.

“ This is unacceptable 
and this administration is 
therefore determined to put a 
stop to this unwholesome 
practice,” he said.

“As another week begins, 
February 2006 is here, the 
humiliation o f not producing 
university results since the 
end o f examination in Octo­
ber 2005 has deepened.

It is now time to send 
names o f lecturers who de- 
faultj” he added.

The vice-chancellor ad­
vised the lecturers who are

elsewhere, saying that the 
stoppage o f salaries which he 
adopted did not work.

He mandated all heads o f 
department to forward the 
names o f lecturers to him and 
copy their deans, warning that 
any head o f department who 
refused to comply with the 
directive may be removed im­
mediately and may face sack.

Hussain appealed to stu­
dents, parents and the public 
to bear with the university on 
the delay in resumption and 
release o f the results;

However, the Head o f In­
formation, Mr. Tunde King, 
disclosed that the school 
might resume next week as 
lecturers have responded to 
the vice-chancellor’s order.

It would be recalled that 
LASU has been noted for de­
lay in releasing examinations’ 
results as some students 
could spend four years on 
campus without seeing their 
results and knowing their per­
formances.

lilt ■

Members o f  the panel o f  inquiry into disturbances in Ajah being sworn-in by Governor Tinubu atAlausa secretariat..recently.
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Use service lanes only, commissioner warnsdrivers
L agos State Commis right from Owode-Onirin to Hf'nnt™1 t h a t i c  „**!___agos State Commis 

sioner for Transporta 
tion Muize Banire has 

warned commercial drivers 
plying Ikorodu-Mile 12 route 
to restrict their movement to 
the service lane or pay a fine 
ofN25,000.

Banire gave the warning 
in his office at the state sec­
retariat Alausa, Ikeha on 
Monday.

The commissioner said 
with effect from next Monday 
all commercial buses coming 
from Ikorodu toward Ojota 
should take the service lane

right from Owode-Onirin to 
Ojota-Odo Iya-Alaro Bridge 
where they would link the ex­
pressway.

He added that at Mary­
land the drivers would pass 
under the tunnel until they 
get to Obanikoro bus stop 
where they would again link 
the service lane till they get 
to Jibowu or Yaba.

“All commercial bus op­
erators coming from Ikorodu 
must ply the service lane with 
effect from February 13 or risk 
the payment o f the sum of 
N25,000 fine,” he warned.

He noted that the move is 
to end the indiscriminate park­
ing, picking and discharging 
o f commuters on the express­
way by commercial bus driv­
ers, which have been impend­
ing free flow o f traffic in the 
axis.

“Law enforcement agents 
have been directed to ensure 
strict compliance with the di­
rective, and any commercial 
bus operator who violates the 
new directive would be made 
to face the full wrath o f the 
law,” he said.

He expressed regrets that

despite attempts to educate 
motorists on the need to con­
sider other road users, com­
mercial bus drivers have con­
tinued to display flagrant dis­
regard for traffic rules and 
regulations thereby com­
pounding the chaotic traffic 
situation.

He also warned the dis­
placed traders at Mile 12 and 
Ketu to stay clear o f the road.

He called on commuters 
to always board buses at des­
ignated bus stops along the 
service lane rather than do­
ing so along the expressway 
which expose them to danger

S>»w-
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■NDP, ACD: Return of opposition politics?
iJLc

n the 1999 general elec­
tions, the three political 
parties, namely the 

i Peoples Democratic Party 
} (PDP), All Nigeria Peoples 
: Party (APP) and the Alliance 
( for Democracy (A D ) that 
I participated in them, gave a 
| good showing o f them- 
| selves. PDP won the presi- 
j dential election with General 
! Olusegun Obasanjo as its 
| standard bearer. The APP 
! (now A ll Nigeria Peoples 
I Party, ANPP) won gover­
norship seats in nine States 
and had good representa­
tions in the Senate and the 
House o f Representatives.

: The AD comfortably won 
i the six governorship seats 
j in the southwest States.
| Significantly, Obasanjo 
j could not deliver his home 
| state o f Ogun to the PDP. 
Yet by a combination o f 

I votes delivered to him in the 
I north and the southeast and 
| south-south zones, he was 
j able to secure the majority 
i votes in twenty-four states, 
t representing two-third o f  
the votes cast, to emerge 
president.

The APP and AD had 
I produced an alliance presi- 
| dential ticket that had Chief 
; Olu Falae and Alhaji Umaru 
! Shinkafi as presidential and 
! vice presidential candidates 
| respectively against 
| Obasanjo/Atiku Abubakar 
ticket o f the PDP. But im­
mediately he was sworn in, 
Obasanjo had set out to 
emasculate opposition par- 

| ties by co-opting leaders o f 
the opposition parties in his 

I cabinet. From the AD, he 
[ brought in the late Chief 
i Bola Ige and from the APP 
| (ANPP), he brought in the 
party’s former National 

; Chairman, Alhaji Mahmud 
I Waziri as Special Adviser on 
i Inter-Party Affairs. It was 
j the purported all-inclusive 
i government that saw people 
[ like Dr. Mohammed Shaata, 
;Hajia Aisha Ismail and 
I Prince Vincent Ogbulafor, 
among others, from the APP 
f platform becoming
cabinet ministers.

The appointment o f 
members o f the opposition 
parties caused tension in the 
affected parties. Leaders o f 

! the parties were divided as 
; to whether they should ac­
cept Obasanjo’s offers or 
not. Somehow, the offers 
became the root o f the prob­
lems that fractured the AD 
and the APP. The late Ige 

| had accepted the offer to 
: spite the leadership o f AD. 
which I V'felleged-ly pro­
grammed ‘ffre pfesiaentia’f #

By Sufuyan Ojeifo,
Special Correspondent

ticket for Falae at his (Ige’s) 
expense. Gradually, even if 
systematically, the opposi­
tion parties continued to 
lose their bite and bark, even 
as -Obasanjo expanded the 
frontiers o f his control over 
the political space. Before 
the 2003 general elf ctions, 
all perceived obstac' s to the 
re-election o f the P JP gov­
ernment at the ;entre had 
been taken out o f the way. 
When the PDP thought that 
obasanjo was going to have 
a smooth ride at the polls, 
the ANPP platform drafted 
former Head o f State, Gen­
eral Muhamma'du Buhari to 
slug it out with Obasanjo for 
the nation’s plum seat. 
Buhari gave a good show­
ing o f himself despite, as 
reported, the massive rig­
ging that characterised the 
polls nationwide.

This was why at the 
general elections,
Obasanjo’s PDP performed 
a “magical feat” by captur­
ing live o f the six states in 
the southwest, save Lagos, 
thus effectively weakening 
the AD in the zone. It suc­
ceeded in reducing the num­
ber o f states that the APP 
won in 1999 under the new 
ANPP platform to seven. 
AD could not play its role 
as opposition party. I f  not 
for Buhari’s decision to go 
to court to challenge the 
presidential poll’s result, the 
ANPP leadership under 
Ch ief Don Obot Etiebet 
would have long abandoned 
opposition politics for stra­
tegic accommodation in 
politics o f largesse by the 
Obasanjo government. But 
as soon as the Supreme 
Court delivered judgment in 
favour o f Obasanjo, leaders 
o f  the ANPP who were 
compelled by the virtue o f 
their position in the party to 
stand by the party’s candi­
date, became free to ma­
neuver to take care o f their 
personal interests. loclay, 
the ANPP has lost its iden- 
tity^as opposition party. 
Malty o f its leaders are hob- 
nobbing with the PDP 
presidency. Analysts say 
that Nigerians would have 
been disappointed in 2007 if 
the ANPP were to be their 
bet in the battle to stop 
Obasanjo’s planned tenure 
extension.

But as it is now, there is 
hope on the horizon for Ni­
gerians who are angling for 
change o f leadership ..ip, 
2 (5.(57, .tIic ii_‘;Lsop ŝ .thftt

two prospective formidable 
political parties have 
emerged on the political ter­
rain. By their emergence, 
there is a renaissance o f 
opposition politics. The 
parties are the Alhaji Aliyu 
Habu-Fari-led National 
Democratic Party (ND P) 
and the Chief A  lexis- Anielo- 
led Action Congress o f  
Democrats (A C D ). The 
NDP was registered before 
the 2003 general elections, 
but because o f review o f 
strategy, former military 
President, General Ibrahim

hub o f that political alliances 
and alignments. Sources 
close to the development 
hinted that the former mili­
tary president has associates 
and loyalists in the 34 po­
litical parties that now dot 
the nation’s political land­
scape and that what would 
happen is for Babangida to 
provide a rallying and mag­
netic point for these men 
and women to come to­
gether to push his common 
candidacy for the 2007 
presidency. Although, 
Babangida has not openly

O basa n jo : W ill he bow  to opposition?

Babangida, whom it wanted 
to adopt, did not declare for 
the 2003 presidency. To­
day, the NDP has revved its 
engine, preparatory to pre­
senting Babangida as its 
candidate for the 2007 
presidential election and 
once it is confirmed that 
Babangida would run on the 
party, many people believe 
that there would be mass 
movement o f people into the 
party.. The prospects o f 
Babangida running on the 
NDP platform, if his presi­
dential aspiration for 2007 
is irrevocable, are very 
bright against the backdrop 
o f the emerging feelers that 
Obasanjo has seized the plat­
form o f the PDP to pros­
ecute his third term agenda.

Those working on the 
IBB presidency project have 
always calculated that the 
battle would be won 
through a coalition o f politi­
cal parties The NDP, in the 
c ireu Fjwte n ae ,*co|J N

declared for the race, many 
people close to him say that 
his body language speaks 
volume and some even 
claim that he has assured 
them that he would not dis­
appoint them. Babangida 
himself has given the stron­
gest hint yet o f his presiden­
tial aspiration when he said 
that he would be actively in­
volved in political activities 
in 2007.

The awesome Babangida 
political network, which 
sources said, has solid or­
ganizational and structural 
shape, as believed, would be 
able to fire oppositional 
shots from the belly o f the 
NDP, i f  he decides to settle 
for the party, which in Feb­
ruary, last year, met in Abuja 
to announce him as its pre­
ferred candidate for the 
2007 presidency. Last 
weekend. , indications 
emerged from the National 
Chairman o f the NDP that 

* the Ui^Wtgida^ pijasiieati^l t/

project would soon com­
mence. In a text message to 
this correspondent, which 
was more revealing than the 
previous text messages o f 
good wishes for either Fri­
day or Sunday, Habu-Fari 
said: “Let us look back with 
gratitude, look forward with 
hope, look up to God with 
prayers. Let 2007 be our 
guiding spirit as we pro­
nounce the commencement 
o f the project. Happy Sun­
day” . IBB’s strategists, on 
reflection, are now, as 
learned, seeing the beauty in 
not putting all o f their,eggs 
in one basket. If Obasanjo 
eventually gets to run on the 
PDP platform and IBB 
wants to challenge him, he 
will do that on the NDP plat­
form. This is the surmis­
ing o f Babangida’s foot sol­
diers in the battle for 2007 
presidency.

It is not only the formi­
dable NDP that has revved 
its engine, preparatory to the 
2007 politicking, the ACD, 
which was registered re­
cently, has also revved its 
engine. The ACD has be­
come a beautiful bride be­
cause o f its progressive al­
lure. It is ctbig masquerade 
waiting to be unmasked. 
And that unmasking will be 
done in the next few days. 
It was gathered that the gen­
eration o f progressive poli­
ticians in the country are 
heading to the ACD to trans­
form the platform into a for­
midable opposition party 
that would give Obasanjo’s 
PDP a run for its money. In 
fact, what is creating excite­
ment around the ACD is the 
report that Vice President 
Atiku Abubakar’ s men 
might have set machinery in 
motion to have him run for 
the presidency on the party 
platform. They were said 
to have begun talks along 
that line. I f  the vice presi­
dent heads for the ACD, he 
would not be walking into a 
gathering o f strange people 
as many o f those leading the
ACD were with him in the 
defunct Social Democratic 
Party (SDP). The implica­
tion o f this is that many loy­
alists o f the vice president 
would leave the PDP for the 
ACD. It may not be appre­
ciated now the kind o f set­
back this would have oflthe 
PDP until it happens.

Atiku has got an awe­
some political machine and 
a network that pervades the 
nation. He is not a green­
horn in political p arty  for­
mation and mobilisation/A 
t^slf-.djjoliticitiry ^njfce^istv

and rugged mobiliser, i 
Atiku’s movement into ACD \ 
i f  he does so eventually, will j 
up the ante o f opposition to i 
Obasanjo in 2007. The ho­
rizon o f opposition against j 
Obasanjo’s PDP would be 
widened. I f  Babangida is ] 
leading the battle for the 
2007 presidency on the 
NDP platform and Atiku is j 
doing so on the ACD plat- j 
form with Obasanjo making 
use o f  the PDP platform, 
which is already in his j 
pocket, the polity would ; 
witness a gritty contest for j 
the io u t  Jf^the nation. 
Watchers o f political scene 
say that it would be fatal at 
this point to write o ff Gen­
eral Buhari o f  the ANPP, 
notwithstanding the loss o f j 
oppositional verve by his 
party. There have been con­
jectures that having been 
terribly mismanaged and 
rendered ineffective to play 
its oppositional role, the 
powers-that-be, acting in 
concert with some pliant 
state governors o f the party, 
may completely put the 
party in the cooler and fur­
ther make it impossible for 
Buhari to pick the party’s 
ticket i f  he desires and de­
cides to run again.

Whatever it is, the 2007 
presidential election is a 
mystery that has to be un­
folded. Who will unfold the 
myth o f succession that has 
been built in the polity by 
Obasanjo’s men and the 
PDP around the nation’s 
plum seat? From NDP 
through ACD to other in­
nocuous parties, the sing­
song is that Obasanjo must 
give way. I f  Constitution is 
amended to permit 
Obasanjo to run, then the 
elements in the NDP, the 
ACD and others would have 
to take up the gaunflet for 
the greatest political battle 
to, in the words o f opposi- j 
tion elements, “ save democ- i 
racy in Nigeria” . The task 
o f leading a credible oppo- j" 
sition against self-perpetu­
ation under any guise, there ! 
is a concurrence in the j 
camp, rests on them. Ni- j 
gerians are looking up to 
them and not to the military' 
to stop Obasanjo if they are 
tired o f his (Obasanjo’s)..;. 
rulership. Will NDP, ACD : 
and other pro-democracy ! 
allies stake all they have at ! 
their disposal to ensure a j 
proper civilian-to-civilian 
transition in 30072. r e»T
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I n s i d e  P o l i t i c  s

C o n s t i t u t i o n  a m e n d m e n t

g  o v e r  d u e  -  M i k e  N k w o c h a

Following i Stations in various quarters of the country over the pro­
posed com itutional amendment by the National Assembly and the for­
mation oj a nationwide coalition on constitutional amendment by some 
Nigerians, Daily Trust reporter, Mustapha Abubakar, spoke to the 
national coordinator, Nationwide Coalition on Constitutional Amend­
ments (NCCA), Barrister Mike Nkwocha, on this matter. Excerpts

I T  ~W T h y  do you advo- 
cate co n stitu -  

V  r  tional changes?
Today people are still 

asking for the need for a 
I constitutional amendment,
I but before this administra- 
j tion, under the regime o f 
| General Abdulsalami 
j Abubakar (rtd) who didn’ t 
I have the trace o f the con- 
| stitut^on, Nigerians were 
i asking for the government 
| to show them the constitu­
tion that will guide them, 
which was never made pub­
lic until the Obasanjo admin­
istration came into office. It 

I was then that Nigerians 
started agitating that it ha§ 
to be amended, which led 

; to all parties’ constitutional 
j review. It has equally re- 
| ceived support from the civil 
| society, through sugges- 
j tions for a model constitu- 
| tion for this country due to 
j the defect in the present 
constitution.

It is not that it has to be 
amended, it is long overdue.

: Ordinarily, immediately Gen­
eral Abdulsalami came into 
office as the head o f state,

I there should have been a 
sovereign national confer- 

! ence to fashion out a sys- 
; tem o f constitution, a con­
stitution that would guide 

I the country to a new de-. 
i mocracy.

The 1999 Constitution

came out with a tier in its 
preamble and because Nige­
rians never give themselves 
a defective document, the 
issue o f constitution amend­
ment is important. Now that 
we are coming to the end 
o f Obasanjo’s administra­
tion, it is time to correct 
wrongs in the constitution. 
Take the issue o f electoral 
reforms, i f  we don’t have a 
good electoral process that 
w ill guide and guarantee 
good elections and for the 
hand-over o f power come 
2007, we are going to con­
tinue with an endless con­
stitution and that is why we 
are supporting the call for 
the amendment o f the con­
stitution.

Who benefits from  con­
s titu tio n a l changes?

It is for the Nigerians 
and the good governance o f 
this country. Every patriotic 
Nigerian will benefit from 
the process. The constitu­
tion is not meant for one 
man or a woman who is in 
power. It is for all Nigeri­
ans. What we are saying is 
that Nigerians are interested 
in good leadership, good 
governance; interested in 
poverty reduction to the 
minimum level, and good 
houses. In fact, there is no 
way our constitution can 
accommodate these issues 
raised. The constitution is

Barrister Mike Nkwocha.

for everybody in Nigeria and 
that is why we are saying 
everybody must participate. 
It is not going to be a one 
man or the Nationa l Assem­
bly affairs. My argument is 
that it should reflect the 
manner our constitution is 
in 1966 where everybody

participated in the review 
without leaving anybody 
out,, because it is a funda­
mental right o f all.

W hat do yo u  th in k  
about the opposition to the 
project?

In as much as I disagree 
with the opposition, it is

democratic to air their 
views. We can’t have the 
monopoly o f wisdom. They 
have their reasons. Take for 
instance, the National As­
sembly is not given its right, 
which is among the reasons 
we are saying Nigerians 
should come out to make a 
solid foundation. WTiat I ’m 
saying here is that we need 
to come together to make 

the amendment workable.
In addition, the present 

government came into au­
thority with decrees which 
were collectively made by 
the military. The right o f the 

individual has been totally 
removed, thus making the 
constitution not to have a 
sense o f direction.

However, so far the gov­
ernment called for public 
hearings on the constitution 
amendments, which I have 
a copy of, I think it is a com­
mendable effort. I f  our elec­
toral reform is restructured, 
you don’ t need somebody 
to back you in your con­
stituency before you can 
win an election in your lo­
cality. I mean you don’t 
need God-fatherism. I f  we 
should allow what has been 
imported into the constitu­
tion to enter 2007, honestly 

we will not go anywhere.
So everybody should be 

out with their views so that 
we can have a better Nige­
ria; a better document at the 
end o f the day.

Mantu recall: INEC prepares 
for signature verification

; “In as much as I  disagree with the opposition, it is dem o­
cratic to a ir th eir view s. We can 't have the m onopoly o f  
w isdom . They have th eir reasons. Take f o r  instance, the  
N ation al A ssem bly is not given its right, which is am ong  
the reasons we are saying N igerians shou ld  come out to 
m ake a solid f  oundation* What I ’m saying here is that we 
need to come together to make the amendment workable„ 
In addition, the present government came into authority 
with decrees which were collectively made by the military.
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The Independent 
National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) is 
to begin verification o f 

signatures for the aval 1 o f the 
deputy Senate president. 
Alhaji Ibrahim Mantu from 
the National Assembly.

The cxercise is to hold in 
five local governments o f 
Plateau Centra! Senatorial 
District.

Indication for this is 
contained in I NEC ’ s 
response to the recall 
petition, addressed to the 
leader o f the delegation that 
submitted the signatures. 
Capt. Joseph Dm

INF.Cs letter, a cop)' o f 
which was made available to 
Daily Trust in Jos. asked the 
petitioners to nominate two 
persons to serve as agents 
in each o f the five local 
governments.

The commission also said 
it has approved that its 
offices in each o f the five local 
governments in the zone be 
used for the verification 
exercise.

The letter, however, did 
not state the date the 
verification would start but 
added that this would be 
announced soon.

Part o f the letter signed 
by INEC's director o f  
operations, Alhaji Ahmed 
Kagararaids: ‘ Followingthe 
receipt ofapetition from some 
voters in the-fi.v-c local

From Andrew Agbese,
Correspondent

Senate chambers o f  the 
National Assembly and 
consequently seeking to 
recall him. the commission 
has considered and directed 
that a verification o f the 
signatories-tarfhe petition be 
carried out inr, accordance 
with its guideline for the recall 
o f a member o f the National 
Assembly or Hons- o f 
Assembly o f  a state.

“ The com’hiission has 
further approved that the 5 
I G ’s INEC offices o f the 
senatorial district serve as 
centers for the verification 
exercise expected to 
commence shortly eu a date 
soon to be announced.

"This letter, therefore is 
to formally inform you as the j 
official representative o f the I 
petitioners o f the matter and 
to request you to nominate 
and forward the names and 
addresses o f  ten ( 10 ) 
persons to serve as your 
agents (ie2 percenter) in the 
five designated centers for 
the exercise to the resident 
Electoral Commissioner, I 
Plateau state in accordance 
with the 1 NEC guidelines.

“Your earlier response to 
this letter wiU be highly 
appreciated”

Some voters from the 
Plateau Central Senatorial I

.iMegmi 
the di> 
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ideno
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2*. 8,00,0 
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2007: When the South earnestly ask for OBJ
Those who doubt_the 

determination o f 
President Obasanjo 

alleged third term bid had a 
rethink when, last week, the 
South-West PDP caucus in 
Abeokuta, Ogun State’s capi­
tal pleaded with the president 
not to go back to Ota farms in 
2007. The caucus', literally 
begged the president to en­
force his third term plans. It 
was a reminiscence o f the late 
General Sani Abacha days 
when Daniel Kanu and oth­
ers floated “Youth Earnestly 
Ask for Abacha” (YEAA), a 
pressure group that sought to 
perpetuate the reign o f 
A.bacha. Like those days, 
when the head o f state did not 
denounce the groups calling 

| for his perpetuation, the in- 
I cumbent Nigeria leader has 
kept tight lips over the mat- 

I ter.
What has irked most ob- 

; servers over the South-West 
governors demand is the fail - 

| ure o f the president to call 
them to order. Says Alhaji 

I Ibrahim Ishyaku, “the presi- 
! dent should have repri- 
| manded the governors for 
I demanding for what is clearly 
[ unconstitutional. The third 
I term is not in the consti tution 
and a president who swore 

I with the Bible to stop or de- 
I fend the constitution; it is a 
| shame that he watch as those 
! governors desecrated the 
constitution

“Their demand is treason-

By Emmanuel Bello,
Political Editor

dorsement o f Obasanjo by 
the south-West PDP caucus, 
it appears Chief Falae was not

Col. Odumegwu Ojukwu be­
fore the civil war began. Chief 
Awo had pledged his support

time the president has shown 
he is not peeved with the un­
constitutional call for to be­
come Nigeria’s leader in 2007.

Nnamani too!
I f  the South-West PDP 

governor request for third 
term is strange, what can one 
make o f Governor Chimaroke 
Nnamani call for the president 
to run for the highest office 
in the land? Nnamani was said 
to have told the press in 
La^os that it does not matter 
if the president ran for office, 
especially if a constitutional 
amendment permits it, noting 
that President Obasanjo was 
a good material for the PDP.

Nnamani’s calls is coming 
at a time when the Economic 
and Financial Crimes Com­
mission (EFCC) is in Enugu 
and have arrested many o f the 
state’s top ranking adminis­
trators who are presently in 
Abuja and answering vital 
questions. The endorsement 
o f the governor is seen by 
some observer, as a direct fall 
out o f the EFCC’ activities in 
his state.

The governor also was in­
strumental to a recent meet­
ing o f the Southern leadership 
in Enugu where a decision 
was taken by their Forum that 
the presidency must shift to 
the South. At the meeting, 
which held at the State House 
o f Assembly, emotion

President Olusegun Obasanjo
speaking in jest after all.

Is South-West deceiving 
the South-East/S’South?

They had agreed at Enugu 
that power will shift to the 
South-East or South-South, 
So why have they confessed 
their support for the presi­
dent? Is the South-West void- 
ing their initial resolve 
reached at Enugu, Owerri and 
Lagos? Is this a case o f back 
stabbing and betrayal o f

for the Biafran cause, saying 
that the West will equally se­
cede as soon as the East be­

gin their owi But wt at hap­
pened? Ojukwu, on the 
strength o f Awe’s promised 
support, made his dec.'ar don.

“ He expected Av o to 
make an announcement as 
w'ell. Alas, to his amazement 
Chief Awo did not only refuse 
to make the supportive an­
nouncement, he organized 
with the rest o f Nigeria, the 
biggest sabotage in Nigeria’s 
hi stony. He brought the idea 
o f changing the currency and 
denying the West food stuff 
and thus causing starvation 
there

“The present alliance, we 
fcnew from the’ sfepf^was ' 
bound for failure. We knew 
and scoffed at the idea, be­
cause we know that the 
South-West are master be­
trayers as history have 
shown in the past,” he said.

According to him, there 
was no way the South-West 
will allow the South-South to 
hold on to power, because of 
the mutual and historical ani ­
mosity between the groups, 
especially as it relates to poli­
tics. The recent support by 
the South-West has probably

vindicated his position. But 
what will the reaction o f the 
South-South be? Will they 
-ter to their initial agreement 

,'jid cry wolf or would they
;eh in helpless silence as 

, : i contract is revoked?
OBJ’s growing popular­

ity
/ ’though the president 

has k pi a' studied silence j 
over _ >  ambition, political 
observe., said that he is wait- j 
ing for *>. nation to demand 
for his prt idency. The ploy j 
is to get gi'oups and individu- j 
als advocated for an 
Obasanjo presidency. A l- | 
ready eefrtMta civil societies | 
and yotfth^ouos are getting i 
ready to support the third 
term bid, even as governors 
o f 36 states are concluding j 
plans to throw their weight 
behind the project.

So, is the president’s 
popularity soaring or is it a 
case o f sycophancy and | 
crass-favour seeking? Are the 
governors acting on their j 
own or is the fear o f EFCC 1 
that is eating away at them? | 
Indeed, will the president 
succeed in getting the 
nation’s support for his al­
leged ambition?

“The recent support by the South- 
West has probably vindicated his 
position. But what will the reaction 
of the South-South be? Will they 
refer to their initial agreement and 
cry wolf or would they watch in 
helpless silence as their contract 
is revoked?”

FEDERAL COLLEGE OF EDUCATION 
P.M.B. 3473, KANO

I ~ *> •

WWM— w«ma

: able and, instead of accusing 
I Gen. Malu for engaging in 
; treason, the presidency 
1 should have reproved those 
governors for insulting the 

; collective will o f Nigerians,”
| he said.

At the Ogun State meet 
■ with the PDP causus, the 
president was reported to 
have “covertly”  accepted the 

; governors .call and said, in 
Yoruba that ibeie

reached a feverish pitch when 
the South-East'South-South 
explored their history o f “dep­
rivation ” They made pas­
sionate appeals, demanding 
that it is only proper for them 
to prouuce the next Nigeria 
leader. During the meetmfc.' 
and at some point, former 
presidential candidate, Chief 
( )!u Falae joking! v asked the

IS 5
fu'Si, ,'t

■or if  v  *j: OVt;-

trust?
The answer, according to 

second republic minister o f 
mines and power, Aliiaji 
Ibrahim Hassan, is in the af­
firmative According to him. 
what the South'West PDP did 
is tantamount to blackmail. He 
said that what has happened 
is a case o f history repea ting 
itself. “The West is not doing

I € .#ah. 8°
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INVITATION FOR CONSULTANCY SERVICES

The Federal College o f  Education (Technical) Bichi, invites reputable firms for 
Consultancy Services in respect o f  design and supervision o f  project by ETF 
and Federal Ministry o f  Education.

SCOPE O F  SERVICES
The sen/ices to be rendered by the Consultant shall mclude:-
a) Design o f  Technical Complex
b) Design o f  Works and Services Department
c) Design o f  Students Hostels _m
d) Design o f Road and Drainages
e) Supervision o f approved work as may be required..

Q U A L IF IC A T IO N  F O R  T H E  JOB
The Prospective consultants for the job are expected to provide the following 
information:

a! Evidence o f registration with Corporate Affairs Commission 
Tax Clearance Certificate for last three years.
V A I registration
Evidence o f  experiences in similar jobs.
List key Technical staff and company profile

b)
c)
d) 
e l

The completed pre-qualification documents should be submitted in a sealed envelop 
clearly marked “ Q U A L IF IC A T IO N  FOR C O N S U LT A N C Y  SE R V IC E S ’’ 
T O  R E G IS T R A R , F E D E R A L  C O L L E G E  O F  E D U C A T IO N  
T E C H N IC A L  B IC H I, K A N O .

;The completed documents are to reach his office not late’ than two weeks from 
ithrt date o f  tins at’ erttsement Onlv successful consultant w ill bp con^acfe^. v  »
i - . T *. 1 Jl’Oi . iVt if. Jl- ± X.
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million to parents oi 
Sosoliso crash victims
The Rivers State gov 

ernment has re 
leased the sum o f 

N300 million to parents o f 
students o f the Loyola Je­
suit College, Abuja, who 
died in the Sosoliso plane 
crash o f December 10,2005, 
which occurred at the Port 
Harcourt International Air­
port.

The Commissioner for 
Finance in the state, Mr. 
Kenneth Kobani, on behalf 
o f Governor Perter Odili 
presented cheques to the 
parents at the executive 
chambers o f the Govern­
ment House in Port 
Harcourt. He said the pre­
sentation was a fulfillment 
o f the governor’s promise 
to the parents at the memo­
rial service held in the 
honour o f the victims.

Also speaking, the Spe­
cial Adviser to the gover­
nor on Special Duties, Mr. 
Shedrack Akalokwu ex­
plained that the amount

Gov. Peter Odili

From Ikenna Emeka 
j Okpani, Bureau Chief, Port 

Harcourt

was for the scholarship 
awards to surviving sib­
lings o f vsctims o f the ill- 
feted Soscdso air disaster.

“ Govfe ior Ocsili had of­
fered to gs e scholarship to 
survivip" siblings o f  the 
* '^en ts,”  he said, and ad- 
-is--J the parents to use the 

"jy for that purpose, 
iieceiving the money on 

> • -V f f  o f  the«Parents/ 
Tef chers Association o f the 
school, Mr. Isaac Okemini 
who lost a daughter in the 
crash thanked the govern­
ment for the support it had 
shown to parents o f  the 
crash since the incident oc­
curred.

He lauded Governor 
Odili for his commitment to 
alleviating the pains o f the 
parents, but regretted that 
no single government agen­
cies involved in the man­
agement o f the airport has 
thought it wise to send a 
condolence letter to the af­
fected parents. He said al­
though it was a national 
tragedy, one would have ex­
pected the agencies in­
volved to show some form 
o f concern.

In a related develop­
ment, only four out o f the 
16 airlines approved to op­
erate at the Port Harcourt In­
ternational Airport are in 
operation. The airlines are 
Aero Contractor,
Chanchangi Airline, Virgin 
Nigeria and Aviation Devel­
opment Company (ADC).

Former deputy commandant o f  the National War College, Major General A li N  Bamalli handing over to his successor, Major General Samuel 
U Atawodi. General Bamalli was recently appointed the general officer commanding 2 division Nigerian army Ibadan.___________________________________  ‘  ‘ o -------------------- —  m g c r  luri ur m y lUUUUrl.

2007: NOA boss counsels youths on thuggery
A s Nigerians count ByAbduIwahabAjikobi P XI. . u

clown tr» th * o a m   -............................... J .............. ram ie  said  N igerian  vouths rhallpnop r » f m h a

*

down to the 2007 
general elections, 

the Director-General o f the 
National Orientation Agency 
(NOA), Alh. Idi Faruk, has 
called on Nigerian youths to 
resist any attempt to use them 
as political thugs for the es­
tablishment o f a government 
that will not be in the best in­
terest o f the nation.

In his paper entitled: “The 
Role o f Attitude in Nation De­

velopment: The Role o f the 
Youths” at a seminar orga­
nised by the Progressive 
Movement for a Better Soci­
ety, University o f Abuja, the 
director-general urged Nige­
rian youths to submit them­
selves to the dictates o f  
hardwork, discipline and pa­
triotism.

Represented by Mr. 
Bonat Tagwai, a deputy direc- 
tor in the agency, Alhaji Idi’

Nigerian films are excellent -A tikuV  ice-President Atiku oreanise and shane it in thp  i  i . . l i .  j  i_ .. . . . . . .ice-President Atiku 
Abubakar has said 
that, “the celebration 

ofNigerian Film and Video In­
dustry is a patriotic and 
worthwhile venture.”

Speaking yesterday, in 
Abuja when he received a del­
egation o f the members o f the 
Organising Committee o f the 
3rd National Film Festival, 
now branded Zuma Film Fes­
tival 2006, in his office at the 
State House, Abuja, Atiku 
noted that Nigerian films and 
videos “are well sought for 
all over Africa and Europe.” 

“This is a pointer that the 
industry is doing very well 
and I believe that it can do 
better. Developing the Nige­
rian film industry has been a 
subject o f discussion at the 
highest level o f government 
and every one acknowledges 
the popularity o f Nigerian 
films all over the world.

Although he expressed 
satisfaction on the progress 
made by the film industry, he

organise and shape it in the 
fashion of other great film in­
dustries in other parts o f the 
continent and the rest o f the 
world.

He called on the festival 
organisers to explore the full 
participation o f the private 
sector, especially in the area 
o f funding and promotion o f 
events, because government 
can only do little în terms o f 
developing the film industry.

According to the vice 
president, the Nigerian film 
industry “ can be. well 
organised and exploited in 
terms of, providing revenue 
and employment and it will 
still retain its valued educa­
tional and entertainment 
roles.”

Earlier, the Festival Direc­
tor o f the Zuma Film Festival, 
2006, Mr. John 
Oluwagbemiga, expressed 
appreciation for the vice 
president's interest in the de­
velopment o f the Nigerian 
film industry'.

nessed remarkable develop­
ment and growth both in 
terms o f volume o f produc­
tion and quality o f films, 
which are being released at 
an average o f 20 per week.” 

According to him, “this 
achievement has equally at­

tracted global media atten­
tion, and the phenomenon of 
Nollywood is today being 
celebrated for its sheer re­
sourcefulness, originality and 
the enterprising resilience o f 
the Nigerian spirit in creating 
something out o f nothing.”

Faruk said Nigerian youths 
should organise themselves 
into agents o f  political 
mobilisation for the purpose o f 
enthroning a more viable, re­
sponsible and responsive po­
litical order that would stand 
the test o f time, noting that the 
future o f Nigeria and the re­
sponsibility to uphold and 
defend the unity and honour 
o f the nation lies in their 
hands.

Describing the youth as 
the creative force for national 
development, Alhaji Idi Faruk 
said that if their energy and 
ingenuity are harnessed and 
positively channelled, they 
could become a veritable agent 
o f positive change and devel­
opment, stressing that in any 
society, the youths have al­
ways been the arrow head of 
development.

To be able to rise to the

Kwara House passes 2006
F  JT~ wara State House o f tated by the need to conductK*wara State House of 

Assembly has 
lassed into law, this 

year’s budget o f N35bn.
Made up o f over N17bn 

as re-current and NISbn as 
capital expenditures, the state 
governor, Dr. Bukola Saraki, 
presented the budget to the 
House in December last year.

Speaker o f the House, 
Alhaji Bio Ibrahim com­
mended members for working 
relentlessly towards the quick 
passage o f the appropriation 
bill.

budget
I FromAbdulrazaqAdebayo, j

Correspondent, Ilorin 
'mentation oTthe budget "to 
ensure compliance with pro­
visions o f the 2006 estimate.

Meanwhile, Governor 
Saraki has extended the sus­
pension o f the Ekiti local gov­
ernment council chairman, 
Mr. Dele Abiodun, by three 
months.

In a letter to the state As-

conduct 
thorough investigations into 
allegations o f misappropria­
tion o f public fund levelled 
against the suspended coun­
cil boss.

He explained that the $\- 
tension would give Mr. 
Abiodun the chance to de­
fend himself o f  all the 
grevious allegations made 
against him by some members 
o f the public.

The council boss was 
suspended last year by the 
state government for alleged 
mismanagement o f nub!

challenge o f today, the NOA 
boss said that the Nigerian 
youths must make conscious 
and concerted effort to re­
main focused, and break 
away from the shackles o f 
mediocrity, materialism, per­
sonal parochial values o f the 
moment and embrace the 
wider national and patriotic 

• values o f the nation.
He said: ilt  is imperative 

for the youth to internalize 
the culture o f responsible 
leadership and patriotism, 
even while in school. In place 
o f  secret cults, students 
should form themselves into 
social clubs with noble ide­
als. They must be ready .at all 
times to fight against cultism 
and gangsterism, examina­
tion malpractices and other 
vices not only by refusing to 
be active participants, but by 
also exposing perpetrators o f 
such vices to the appropri­
ate authorities.”

Alhaji Faruk observed 
that the challenge o f national 
development may be enor 
mous, but not insurmoum 
able'By the Nigerian yout1 
once the right ‘ ;tuui ; 
manifesto , th ■
rriam pa. 1 the v orld, tat 
youths h; - e poc vel • i1 
enced *r nolitica, 
and do ; p ' jir i ns.

1 i tintained x  
N .n natio 
tiiart any single t Hviduai
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tor atior ntere 
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N  14.955 billion  

N7.832 billion  

N2.486 billion  

N3.285 billion

.s. the only full budget year this administration 

immitted to doing its best to complete all 

’’ tnpijse this goal, Governm ent w ill 

th submit its reports to the State 

ects for the government must be

and Seventeen Million Naira

execution o f  the fo llow ing  projects.

ADDRESS BY HIS EXCELLENCY. THE GOVERNOR O f BF.TniUE STATE. DR. GEORGE 
AKUM E. ON THE OCCASION OF THE PRESENTAT .Y)N F THE 2006 BUDGET

PROPOSALS T O  THE STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY ON 1 I t L  Y, 30TH DECEMBER. 2005.
At

Mr. Speaker,

Honourable Members o f  the House,

Gentlemen o f  the Press,

Ladies and Gentlemen.

It gives me great pleasure to once again appear before this honourable H ouse to present 

the 2006 Budget for your consideration and approval. B y  this time last year, I laid before you the 

financial program m es o f  the State for 2005, which you duly considered and approved.

Mr. Speaker, you m ay w ish  to recall that this honourable House approved a budget o f  

Forty-Seven Billion, jour Hundred and sixteen Million Naira (N47 .416 billion ) for the out-going  

year 2005. The budget comprised the sum o f  Twenty-£7j>/i? Billion, SixrHundred and Seventy 

Million Naira (N 28 .670  billion), for Recurrent Revenue and Thirteen Billion, Four Hundred and 

Seven Million Naira ( N 13.407 billion ) for Capital Receipts, bringing the total Revenue projections 

to Forty-Two Billion and Seventy-Eight Million Naira (N42.078 billion ). The budget also provided  

for the expenditure o f  the sum o f  Eighteen Billion, Four Hundred and Twenty-Five Million 

Naira ( N 18.425 billion ) for Recurrent E^)enditure and Twenty-Eight Billion, Nine Hundred and 

Ninety-One Million Naira (N2.8.991 b illion ) as Capital Expenditure, thus bringing the total 

expenditure to Forty-Seven Billion, Four Hundred and Sixteen Million Naira (N47 .416 billion ).

Before I proceed w.ith the review  o f  the performance o f  the 2005 Budget, 1 consider it 

appropriate to state once again by  w ay  o f  reminder, the developm ent vision and strategy o f  this 

administration. A s  clearly enunciated in the Benue A d van ce  P lan  and now  the State Econom ic  

Empowerment and Development Strategy (S E E D S ), the main focus o f  this government is to eradicate 

poverty, inequality, ignorance and ill-health through the execution o f  people-oriented programmes 

in agriculture, education and the provision o f  rural infrastructure.

W hen  this governm ent assum ed o ffice  in W ay  1999, the decay in the educational 

infrastructure w as an issue o f  serious concern and the massive renovation and restoration work on 

these infrastructures in the early life o f  the administration w as a necessary rescue operation.

A s  a clear development focus, government realized that over 70%  o f  our total population  

comprised peasant farmers. Accordingly, i f  poverty eradication was to be frontally addressed, the 

improvement in the incomes o f  these farmers must be targeted. To secure higher incomes, the 

fanners' production levels must be enhanced through the provision o f  m odem  implements, fertilizers 

and herbicides to stimulate and sustain enhanced production. Furthermore, government embraced  

primary processing o f  farm produce in order to enhance their market value, increase utilisation and 

eliminate waste.

Mr. Speaker, distinguished members, the foregoing explains w hy this government embarked 

on industrial ventures against the tide o f  the National Policy o f  Government divesting from  industrial 

ventures. A ga in , our administration focused essentially on agro processing industries hence the 

investment in fruit ju ice  processing, 6assava  processing, M an go  and Tomato processing, R ice  

Processing, the Fertilizer B lending Plant and the Benkim s Plastics Industry. The Plastics industry is 

prim arily to handle the packaging aspect o f  our agriculture.

Honourable mem bers w ou ld  notice that by the time the Accelerated Food Production  

Program m e w as launched earlier this year, w e w ere sure that the processing industries w ere nearing 

completion an d w ere  therefore in a position to consume the increased farm output.

O ur achievements so far in this regard may appear modest, Owing to the resources at our 

disposal. I am confident however, that w e  are on the right path and the link up with the farm ing 

community by  the launch o f  the Accelerated Food Production Program m e marks a  watershed in our 

poverty eradication program m e and the quest for im proved living standards o f  our people. Let me 

n ow  return to the rev iew  o f  the perform ance o f  the 2005 Budget.

2006 Budget,-.m- ~ -yt ■ ‘ •
M r. Speaker, Governm ent’s proposals before you  are to generate the sum o f  Thirty-Six 

Billion, Five Hundred andNineiy-Six Million Naira (N36 .596  b illion ) as revenue and spend a 

total o f  Forty-Six Billion, Three Hundred and Seventy-Eight Million Naira (N46 .378 b illion ) in 

the 2006 fiscal year. The budget w ill aim at sustaining the momentum o f  growth began when this 

administration came on board hence it is christened Budget o f  Accomplishment. The budget has a 

deficit o f  Ten Billion, Eighty-Nine Million Naira (N  10.089 b illion ), w hich  w ill be financed  

through the floating of four billion naira (N 4  b illion ) Revenue Bond and loans from  local banks.

R evenue P roposa ls

The projected revenue o f  Thirty-Six Billion, Five Hundred and Ninety-Six Million Naira (N36.596  

billion ) is expected from  tlse fo llow in g  sources:

Internally Generated Revenue - N6.078 billion

Value Added  Tax -  N 2 .101 billion

Federation Account -  N20.000 billion

Capital Receipts -  N8.428 billion

R ecu rren t Expenditure

The proposed recurrent expenditures in 2006 star/1 at Seventeen Billion, Four Hundred 

and xty Million Naira (N  17.460 billion ). Expenditure components include:

• Personnel Costs -  N7.538 billion

Overhead Costs - N3.929 billion  a !1! J- J* J
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Capital Expenditure " *

Mr. Speaker, the proposals before you o f  Twenty-Eight Billion, Nine Hundred and 

Seventeen Million Naira (N28.917 b illion ) for capital expenditure is distributed to the fo llow ing  

sectors: • ' M

Economic 

Social

Environmental ;

Administration  

Key Project Areas in 2006

Government is conscious o f  the fa *D(

has in its remaining tenure and is thereto: .tafly

projects initiated as w ell as maintaining tho«c inher ' To • 

strengthen the Project M onitoring Committee, wh 'h shall hf 

Executive Council on a monthly basis. A ll  contractors handli 

prepared to brace up or face appropriate sanctions.

The proposed Twenty-Eight Billion, tiine ,

(N28 .917 billion ) in the 2006 proposals w ill be utilised r 

Industry

The sum o f  Three Billion, Fifty-Eight Millie .' Naira (N 3 .05 8  b illion ) proposed for the 

industry sub-sector is meant to cater for, am ong other irxhistrial concerns, the C assav - £17. mol Plant 

to which  the sum o f  One Billion, Four Hundred Milium Naira (N 1 .4  billioti) has been allocated. 

Furthermore as an encouragement to investors, Benue State Governm ent has approved seventy 

million naira (N 7 0  m illion ) equity holding in a Roots a id  Tubers factory to be established in the ! 

state. W ork  on the Igum ale Cement Com pany w ill be steppedupnow  that the necessary groundwork I

has been  made. C iv il construction and machinery procurement have been allocated the sum o f  Nine%■
Hundred and Eighty Million Naira (N 9 8 0  m illion ) in the draft budget before you.

Sites for the Tomato Processing Plant have been acquired and construction w ork  w ill 

commence early in 2006 for which the sum o f  Two’Hundred and Twenty-Two Million Naira (N222  

m illion ) has been proposed. The K atsina-A la and Otukfpo Fruit Juice Com panies have combined  

proposals o f  One Hundred and Forty-Five Million Naira (N 14 5  m illion ).

Agriculture

W ith  the processing facilities now  in place, government w ill approach agricultural production next 

year in a revolutionary fashion. Accordingly, the smn o f  six hundred million naira (N 6 0 0  m illion ) i 

is proposed to uriSertake massive land development schemes for mechanised agriculture in all the I 

local government areas o f  the state. ' j

The cultivation o f  the mandate crops o f  cassava, soyabean, rice and sesame w ill be g iven a  boost with 

the allocation o f  five hundred million naira (N 50 0  m illion ). In addition, heavy-duty tractors and I 

other equipment w ill be procured to promote the cultivation o f  these crops. ' j

In order to reduce the cost o f  procurement o f  fertilizer from  distant sources, Governm ent intends to 11 

procure bulk raw  materials for the Fertilizer B lending Plant at the cost o f  One Hundred and Fifty- 

Four Million Naira ( N 154 m illion). This w ill not only keep the plant busy but w ill also guarantee 

our farmers timely delivery o f  the commodity. W ith the fu ll completion o f  the m ixing and blending j | 

plant, attention w ill be focused on the Organic Plant, which has an allocation o f  Seventy Three 

Million Naira (N 73  m illion ).

Experience gained during the implementation o f  the Accelerated Food Production Program m e so far 

will be consolidated and extended to all the 23 Local Governm ent A reas in 2006. The sum of Sixty 

Million Naira N 6 0  m illion has been proposed for this.

Housing

Government w ill continue to emphasise the construction o f  housing units under the Benue Investment 

and Property Com pany Housing Schemes and the 6w ner-O ccup ier Scheme in 2006. Similarly, in ! 

order to boost the operations o f  the Benhouse Building Society Lim ited to m a le  it meet the yearnings 

o f  the people o f  Benue State, the sum o f  Three Hundred Million is set aside to increase its capital

base.

Transport

The Transport sub-sector, which is vital to the movement o f  people, goods and services, w ill remain 

high on the priority list o f  Government. Towards this end therefore, government has earmarked the j 

sum o f  Four Billion and four hundred million Naira (N 4 .4  b illion ) for the execution o f  Township  

and Rural roads projects in the State. Out o f  this amount, Seven Hundred Million Naira (N 70 0  

m illion ) has been set aside for Township roads w h ile  the com pany handling rural reads in the State 

has been m obilized to site and w ill complete most o f  the roads started with the .lo ication  o f  One 

Billion, Eight Hundred Million Naira (N 1 .8  billion ). Last year, Governm ent released the sum o f  

over Four Hundred Million Naira (N 4 0 0  m illion ) for the execution o f  Rural Infrastructural 1 

Developm ent in the State. Governm ent w ill consolidate on this effort to provide more dividends o f  

democracy to our rural populace. A n d  to achieve this goal, the sum o f  Three Hundred and Fifty \ \ 

Million Naira (N 35 0  m illion ) is propo'sed in the draft budget.

Sim ilarly,’government has set aside the amount o f  Two Hufidred and Fifty Million Naira (N 2 5 0 )
«v.j i * teop 'ls J fc-.d 'no.Hi i t  > A »V> «.• .iV 

million for the completion o f  the Asphalt Plant at Abinsi and purchase o f  quarry plantand equipment 
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| A lso , government w ill continue to support Jhe Federal Governm ent’s efforts to ensure the early  

| completion o f  w ork  on the O tukpo-O w eto and G boko -A m eladu  Roads. Efforts w ill be intensified to 

| complete w ork  on the 417 kilometres and 230 kilometres Rom ix Stabilizer Rural Roads in the State, 

i Power

& ; | The sum o f  Four Hundred and Fifty-Nine Million Naira (N 4 5 9  m illion ) has been set aside for the

I expansion o f  Solar Pow er Street L ighting Project to include streets in G boko  and Otukpo. Provision  

jh a s  also been made for the installation o f  T raffic  Control Lights and for work on the K atsina-A la  

‘j H ydro -E lec tric  P o w e r  project to im prove the f lo w  o f  traffic  and p o w e r supp ly  to the State. 

,  j  Furthermore, under the energy pow er program m e, the Federal Governm ent in conjunction with states 

j and local governments w ill fond projects throughout the country for the purpose o f  im proving pow er  

j generation and distribution. Under the programme, Benue State w ill benefit from  the provision o f  330 

C ' j K V A  line from  A k w a  Ibom  through Enugu State to M akurdi across to Plateau State.

; Commerce, Finance and Tourism

I W ork  on the M akurdi International Hotel w ill resume to enhance the tourist potentials o f  the State 

| with the provision o f  One Billion, Five Hundred Million Naira ( N 1.5 billion ). To further em power 

: the people o f  the State to "actively participate in the on -going Federal Governm ent Privatisation  

: exercise, Governm ent has proposed the sum o f  One Billion Naira (N I  billiCn) to hold on trust,

I purchases made in this regard. The equity purchased in these enterprises w ill be passed on to our 

entrepreneurs at the appropriate time.

Health

| The pace o f  the on-going work on the B S U  Teaching Hospital w ill be accelerated as the completion  

date is next year. To provide learning facilities Jp our student doctors, Governm ent is already planning 

Iahead t0 equlP the faclllty  with m odem  equipment that w ill be the pride o f  the State. To facilitate this 

| goa l, the sum o f  Two Billion, Five Hundred Million Naira (N 2 .5  b illion ) is proposed for the 

completion and equipping o f  the hospital.

|Governm ent has not abandoned our first generation Hospitals whose main buildings and staff quarters 

:have fa,len int0 a state o f  disrepair. The sum o f  One Hundred and Fifty Million Naira ( N 150 m illion )

|has been Provided in the draft estimates to rehabilitate the eight old General Hospitals.

| Construction w ork  on cottage Hospitals in Local Governm ent A reas that do not have hospitals w ill 

| commence in 2006.

The Hum an Capital Developm ent Project initiated in 2005 under which 20 students were sponsored  

to read various science-based courses in a M exican  University w ill be pursued. The sum o f  Six 

Hundred and Seventy-Nine Million Naira (N 6 7 9  m illion ) has been earmarked for this and for the 

payment o f  regular student scholarsh ips.'

A s  is now  customary with this administration,,Benup State University^vill receive priority attention. 

The buildings o f  the School o f  M edical Sciences w ill be completed in 2006 while  existing facilities w ill 

be maintained in top form. A  total o f  Five Hundred Million Naira (N 5 0 0  m illion ) is allocated for the 

developm ent o f  the University. ' *r-

Similarly, Governm ent w ill address the problem s o f  the other state-owned tertiary institutions in the 

year. In particular, the problem  o f  accreditation o f  courses in these institutions w ill be tackled.

Environment

The environmental sub-sector has an allocation o f  Seven Hundred and Nine Million Naira (N 709  

m illion ). The opening up o f  settlements in M akurdi through the construction o f  drainages w ill be 

stepped up for which an allocation o f  Two Hundred and Fifty Million Naira (N 2 5 0  m illion ) is 

provided. Erosion control projects spread in all parts o f  the State w ill receive a boost as Four 

Hundred and Eight Million Naira (N 4 0 8  m illion ) has been set-aside for the purpose.

Urban Renewal Programm e for Gboko, Otukpo and 
Katsina-Ala Towns

The m ajor urban towns o f  G boko , Otukpo and K atsina-A la  are in dire need o f  the provision o f  

infrastructure like roads, streets, drainages, streets lights, environmental sanitation, and water supply  

distribution networks. This administration has decided to im prove on the existing situation in these 

towns by  em barking on an urban renewal program m e for these towns. Attention w ou ld  under the I 

program m e be focused on road projects, green areas development, erosion/flood control, water supply 

improvement projects and environmental sanitation. W e  w ill involve the local government councils in 

these towns in the urban Renew al program m e towards the attainment o f  a more salutary environment 

for the people.

Inform ation

| The relevance of television in the dissemination of information and for entertainment in this technological 

[age cannot be overemphasized. It is in the realization o f this that Government embarked on the 

j construction of Benue State Television towards the end of its first tenure. Structural works are at an 

| advanced stage of completion. Government will utilize the proposed sum of Six Hundred Million  

Naira (N 6 0 0  million) to provide state of the art digital equipment to provide an alternative information 
outlet to the people o f Benue State.

To improve the coverage o f Radio Benue, Government is negotiating with relevant bodies to supply 50 
KW/FM Transmitters to the station.

| Social Development, Youth and Sports

| In line with mocIern trends to limit the staging of certain sporting events indoors, Government is 
j committed to not only completing the Multi-Purpose Indoor Sports Hall at the cost o f Seventy 

\MMlon Naira (N 7 0  million), but is also embarking on the second phase of work on the Olympic-Size 
| Swimming Pool with an allocation of Thirty-Three Million Naira (N 3 3  million). The large number of 

• | swimming medals available to be won in competitions is sufficient to attract attention to the swimming 
! pool project.

I W ater

j The drive for the provision o f  potable drinking water, which was begun in 1999, wiH gather momentum  

| in 2006 with increased w ork  on the N e w  M akurdi W ater Works. One billion four hundred and sixty 

| eight million naira ( N 1.468 billion ) is provided for this sub-sector In spite o f  the initial rehabilitation 

| work on the o ld  M akurdi water works, the perennial water shortage has persisted. In v iew  o f  this,

; government has decided to focus its attention and finances on the take-off and effective delivery o f  the 

| Greater M akurdi W ater Scheme. This scheme was designed to provide water for M akurdi town and 

| its environs and w as to have been executed by  the Petroleum (S pec ia l) Trust Fund. H ow ever, 

j fo llow in g  the inability o ftheP .T .F  to execute it before being scrapped, responsibility for its execution 

j becam e that o f  the Federal M inistry o f  W ater Resources, which decided to jointly finance the project 

| with the Benue State Government.

A s  the H onourable House is aware, w e  have met our share o f  financial requirement but the 

j Federal Governm ent is so far not forthcoming on the project. W e  have therefore, resolved to start the 

| project wh ile  seeking the involvement o f  the Federal Governm ent to meet its share o f  responsibility.

I Towards this end, the sum o f  N800  million has been provided in the 2006 budget for the take-off o f  the 

| Greater M akurdi W ater Scheme. This when added to what has already been contributed w ou ld  

| adequately meet the state’s counterpart requirement on the project. Other m ajor water projects to be  

| tackled include:

Otukpo, G boko  and K atsina-A la  W ater W orks - N250  million

W ater Supply projects to rural areas -  N 100 million

Wannune Water Scheme -  N 97  million

•The Rehabilitation o f  P C I W ater Schemes -  N 1 9  million

Sem i-U rban  W ater Schemes .  N 68  m illion

! Education

|A s  ln Previous years, Governm ent w ill accord high priority to education in 2006. The sum o f  Two 

\ Seventy-Eight Million Naira (N 2 .78  billion ) has been allocated to the sector during the 2006

i fiscal year. This represents ah © w f c * f i g u r e  o f  W o  Billion, Thirty-Four Million

Naira (N 2 .34  b illion ) approved by this Honourable House in 2005.

General Adm inistration

Projects under General Administration in 2006 are to take Three Billion, Three Hundred Million 

Naira (N3.3 billion). Government intends to take foil advantage of the programmes offered by our 

development partners and accordingly the sum o f  One Billion Naira (NI billion) is earmarked for 

Government Counterpart Cash Contribution (GCCC). Furthermore, as a special welfare package for 
public servants, government will in the New Year sell some o f the houses in Assembly Quarters, Lobi, 

Ankpa, Kwararafa, Manor and Welfare Quarters to its workers on owner-occupier basis. Other major 
projects in this sub-sector includes:

| Information and Communication Technology _ N120 million

Rehabilitation o f  VIPjPuest Houses .  N100 million

Government Lodge in Lagos .  N200 million

Construction o f State Electoral Commission’s Area Offices - N 100 million

Construction o f the State Planning Commission Permanent Office - N95 million
Furnishing of Courts/Chambers and Library for the Judiciary - N70 million
Sta ff H ousing Loan  Scheme for C iv il Servants -  N5Q  m illion

The grow ing public service w age  bill has been a source o f  great concern to this government. By regular 

increments, the w age  b ill and pension w ill amount to Seven Hundred and Twelve Million Naira 

(N 71 2  m illion ) per month as from  January 2006. A t this rate, the capacity o f  government to execute 

Capital projects has been seriously restrained. W h ile  there has been sustained pressure from  certain 

quarters for government to take steps at reducing the huge w age  bill, government has continued to 

exercise caution in the face o f  our practical realities. It is proposed that in the year 2006, governm em ': 

w ill d ialogue with the labour unions with a v iew  to resolving this problem  without unnecessary social ! 

crises.

New M inistry of Energy, Science and Technology

In its quest to continually restructure the apparatus o f  government to bring it in conformity with 

operational realities, a new  M inistry o f  Energy, Science and Technology has been created while tlfe 

M inistry o f  So lid  M inerals Developm ent has been scrapped. Similarly, the full portfolio o f  the 

M inistry o f  W orks and H ousing w ill n ow  include Transport. Consequently, the ministry shall 

henceforth be known as the M inistry o f  Works, Housing and Transport. M r. Speaker and distinguished 

H onourable M em bers, these then are our goals and aspirations. A s  noted earlier, I am confident that 

our development program m e is perfectly on course. I believe that with the high sense o f  responsibility 

and commitment exhibited by  all the arms o f  government and with the A lm ighty  G od  on our side, we  

are sure to berth safely.

Conclusion

I w ish to seize this auspicious moment to express the appreciation o f  the Executive to H onourable I 

members for the wonderful support and cooperation w e  received itum r joint efforts in the year 2005 ! 

to meet the yearnings o f  the good  people o f  Benue State. O ur profound appreciation also goes to the ; 

Judiciary, the workers o f  Benue State, traditional rulers, political leaders and other stakeholders in the 

project to make our state the pride o f  all o f  us. A s  w e  look forward to 2 0 0 6 ,1 call on the people£of I 

Benue State to rededicate themselves to the task o f  m oving the state forward. To this end, I lciok ! 

forward to the continued cooperation, support and solidarity o f  the entire people o f  the state with our 

administration so that together w e  shall attain the goals o f  development w e  have set for ourselves in 

the com ing year.,

I thank you most sincerely for your attention ^nd hope that in your usual commitment to 

the good o f  Benue State, you w ill g ive  us an approved budget in record time.
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his office in Abuja, observed 
that three weekly flights 
from  Lagos to 
Johannesburg by the South 
African Airways and the 
Virgin Nigeria  w ere not 
enough to cope with the 
high demand of air travellers 
to both countries.

The high commissioner 
expressed unhappiness with 
the inadequate fligh t 
services rendered to air 
travellers as South Africans 
and Nigerians have to fly to 
K enya and E th iopia 
respectively, before coming 
to either Johannesburg or 
Lagos.

Sifingo* therefore 
requested the minister to do 
every th ing  possib le  to 
increase the fligh t 
frequencies from three to 
six per week to solve the 
problem being experienced 
by air travellers to both 
Nigeria and South Africa.

The minister reiterated his 
determination to ensuring 
safety, com fort and high 
quality  service to a ir 
travellers.

The minister also stated 
that the request for 
additional frequencies 
would be considered based 
on the available capacity to 
be verified  through an 
empirical evidence.

NASS should reviewlaws on exam 
malpractices -NECO
The National 

Examination Council 
(NECO) has 

canvassed s tiff  penalties 
against exam ination 
malpractices in Nigeria.

Also, NECO wants the 
National Assembly to review 
the current laws against 
examination malpractices.

NAPTIP urged to set 
up offices in 36 states
T S
X  T

lie National Agency for 
the Prohibition o f 
Traffic in Persons 

(NAPTIP) has been called 
upon to establish offices in 
the 36 states o f the federation 
to enable people to have 
correct statistics o f trafficked 
persons in their states.

The Governor o f Kogi 
State, Alhaji Ibrahim Idris, 
who was represented by his 
Deputy, Mr. Philip Salawu, 
made the call in a keynote 
address during the opening 
ceremony of a two-day anti­
human trafficking geo­
political zone workshop 
organised by the office o f the 
Special Assistant to the 
President on Human 
Trafficking and Child Labour 
in collaboration with the 
Swiss Embassy at Chelsea 
Hotel, Abuja.

According to him, the 
vulnerability o f women and 
children in this act cannot be 
over emphasized, adding that 
the rights o f the child and 
women must be protected.

On the Child Rights Act, 
the governor said the state 
had embarked on 
sensitisation campaign to 
educate stakeholders and the 
public on the importance of 
the Act.

He maintained that the Bill 
on child rights has passed 
through the second reading 
in the state’s House o f 
Assembly, assuring that the

By Abubakar Haruna,
jReporter

Bill would soon be passed 
into law.

He pointed out that a Child 
Rights Committee which he 
said is multi-sectoral in its 
composition, has been 
established as an organ for 
the effective implementation 
and monitoring o f the act 
when passed into law.

On gender disparities, he 
disclosed that the state 
government had established 
gender committees for 
creating awareness on the 
existing gender disparities in 
homes, societies,
communities and workplace.

From Aideloje Ojo,
Correspondent Minna

The chairman of NECO 
Governing Board, Alhaji 
Maleka Mohammed, stated 
this at the weekend in Minna 
at a meeting o f the board.

Mohammed explained that 
the review o f the penalties 
had become necessary in 
order to maintain credibility 
in the exam inations 
conducted by the council.

“I would like to also 
observe that the public has a 
legitimate duty to subject to 
critical scrutiny our plans and 
programmes, particularly as 
they effect the quality of our 
examination process.

“By acting proactively, we 
would have gone a long way 
in increasing public 
confidence in NECO 
assessment procedures,” he 
explained.

The chairman said that 
NECO would not condone 
sharp practices in its 
examination process.

“I wish to recall that in my 
address at the maiden 
meeting o f  this board, I 
stressed the need for a 
renewed dynamism in the

realization o f this vision 
which you will agree with me 
is im perative in order to 
reverse the negative effects 
of lack of credibility, which 
has often ravaged the 
nation’s exam ination 
process,” he said.

He said NECO would 
employ the exam ination 
process that would inculcate 
morality and integrity among

youths in line with national 
objectives.

M ohammed also
announced governm ent’s 
approval for die construction 
of six zonal NECO offices in< 
Bauchi, Enugu, Ibadan, Ilorin, 
Sokoto and Uyo.

“It is expected that when 
these physical structures are 
completed, we would have 
laid a solid foundation for 
realizing our dream  o f 
acquiring cutting-edge 
infrastructure of a world-class 
status for NECO,” he 
emphasized.

Niger Delta: PAC chieftain 
proffers solutions to crises

T i
A  ti

le federal government 
has been counseled on 
the way forward for the 

people of the Niger-Delta.
In a statem ent made 

available to journalists in 
Abuja yesterday, a chieftain 
o f the Progressive Action 
Congress (PAC), Prince 
Patrick Nnaji, said the federal 
government should urgently 
convene a conference on the 
Niger-Delta.

Prince Nnaji said the 
conference should include oil 
firms operating in the area, 
elders, leaders of thought,

CRSG to compensate victims of demolition
r f - l h e

I  RiJL o»
government of Cross 

River State says only 
owners o f demolished 

structures erected before the 
construction o f the Murtala 
Mohammed highway, leading to 
the Tinapa site, will be 
compensated.

The state government has 
already concluded plans to 
compensate owners o f 
demolished structures along the 
highway leading to the resort 
site.

The demolition was to further 
expand the highway to allow for 
free flow of vehicular and human 
traffic to the Tinapa resort.

The commissioner for Lands 
and Housing, Mr. Bassey Eyo

Ndem, who dropped the hint in 
an interview, said only those 
whose structures along the 
highway were erected before the 
construction of the road around 
the 1970’s would be
compensated by the
government.

According to him, such 
claimants would have to 
produce reasonable evidence 
which may have to do with 
certificate of origin.

Mr. Ndem said those who 
created structures after the road 
project had begun may not 
benefit from the langesse from 
government, saying that “by 
erecting their structures after the 
road project, they rather violated

government’s regulation that 
structures be erected kilometres 
away from the road.

Though he did not disclose the 
details of the compensation, but 
the commissioner assured that 
as soon as the procedures were 
perfected by the property 
owners, they would be 
compensated.

He announced that the lo n g e r  available 
government had pegged the 
acquisition fee for certificate of 
occupancy at N 14,000 for 
government and N7.000 for 
private land, stating that 
interested land speculators are 
requested to make all necessary 
arrangements at the Ministry of 
Lands and Housing.

traditional rulers, youth, 
religious leaders and 
anybody that has anything 
to do with the Niger Delta.

In proffering solutions to 
the unending crises in the 
area, Prince Nnaji suggested 
that all firms operating in the 
area should be mandated to 
employ 70% of the youth Of 
in the alternative, set up small 
scale industries that would 
absorb jobless youth in the 
area.

The PAC chieftain opined 
that such industries could be 
soap, candle, creams, poultry 
and fishing, which at the end 
o f the day, would bring 
succour to stakeholders in 
the enterprise.

He disclosed that the major 
problem o f the area was 
abject poverty.

“How would the people in 
the area be happy when 
there are virtually no social 
amenities and other means of 
livelihood since fishes are no 

I their
farmlands pollute<J%y oil?” 
Prince Nnaji queried!

He said die meetif^ should 
critica lly  look at all the 
various com plaints and 
address them promptly to 
curtail the recurring violence 
in the region.

Minister pledges to 
assist S/African Airways
T he M in iste r o f 

Aviation, Professor 
Babalola Borishade,

| has promised to consider 
i the request for additional 
I frequencies for the South 
j African Airways made by 
the South A frican High 
; Commissioner to Nigeria, 
|His Excellency, Bangumzi 
Sifingo.

The high commissioner, 
who visited the minister in

AEA 
gets new 

MD
A n execu tive  

d i r e c t o r / c h i e f  
executive officer 

jhas been appointed for the 
Abuja Enterprise Agency.

I He is Alhaji Ahmed Tunde 
Popoola.

Alhaji Popoola brings to 
this job over 20 years work 
experience spanning the 
p riv a te  and the public  
sectors. Prior to jo in ing  
AEA , he w as a general 
m anager with G ulf Bank 
and has in the course o f his 
working career, gained vital 
exp erien ces in banking 
o p era tio n s, finance, 
co rpo ra te  p lann ing  and 
strategy, customer service, 
product development, risk 
management, treasury and 
funds management.

H e also  has rich  
experiences in venture 
cap ita l and p ro jec t 
evaluation and analysis. In 
add ition , he has deep 
knowledge of running small 
businesses, having assisted 
in setting up, nurturing and 
p ro v id in g  consu ltancy  
services to a num ber o f 
them.

Alhaji Popoola obtained a 
B ache lo r in E conom ics 
ftom the University o f  Ife 
(now Obafemi Awolowo 
University) and masters in 
both  E conom ies, and 
Banking and Finance from 
the University o f Lagos. He 
is a fe llow  o f  bo th  the 
In s titu te  o f  C hartered  
A ccountan ts o f  N igeria  
(ICAN) and the Chartered 
Institute o f Taxation. He is 
a member o f the Nigeria 
Institute o f  M anagement 
(N IM ) and alum nus o f 
Lagos Business School. He 
has attended  num erqus 
courses and conferences 
loca lly  and abroad  and 
instructed a wide range of 
courses in his career.
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NASARAWA STATE UNIVERSITY, KEFFI
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The Vice Chancellor, Prof. Adamu Baikie (CON), on behalf of 
Council and Senate invites the general public to the 1st Convocation 
Ceremony of Nasarawa State University, KefFi for the conferment 
of First Degrees, Honorary Degrees and Launching of Three 
Billion Naira Endowment Fund. t 0

Special Guest o f  H onour
His Excellency,

Chief Olusegun Obasanjo GCFR
President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, 

Federal Republic of Nigeria.
r’i /-_•* -■ : ■

C hief H ost 
His Excellency,

Alh. (Dr.) Abdullahi Adamu 
(Sarkin Yakin Keffi)

The Executive Governor of Nasarawa State.

HIGHLIGHTS OF ACTIVITIES
i. Sunday 12th February, 2006 

Inter-Denominational Service 
Time: 9.00am
Venue: St. Peters Anglican Church, KefFi.

ii. Friday 17th February, 2006 
(a) Special lum a’at Prayer

•Time: 1.50pm
Venue: University Central Mosque, Main Campus.

(DjConvocation Lecture on tne lopie "National 
Economic Reform Agenda and Implications for 
Tertiary Institutions in Nigeria”.

Guest Lecturer:
Prof. Charles Soludo 
Governor of the Central Bank 
Time: 3.00pm
Venue: Pyanku Campus Auditorium.

, (c) Gala/Cultural Nite 
Time: 8.00pm
Venue: Pyanku Campus Auditorium.

iii. Saturday 18th February, 2006.

Convocation Ceremony -
a. Installation of the Chancellor and Conferment of Honorary 

Doctorate Degree
b . Endowment Fund Launching

Chairm an:
Lt. Gen. T.Y. Danjuma.

»
Chief Launcher:

Otunba Mike Adenuga 
Chairman, Globacom.

c. Award of H onorary Degrees to:
i. Justice Muhammed Lawal Uwais 

Chief Justice of the Federation.

ii. Lt. General T. Y. Danjum a
Former Minister of Defence.

iii. His Excellency,
Dr. Peter Odili
Rivers State Governor.

iv. His Excellency,
Alh. Adamu Aliero
Kebbi State Governor,

v. His Excellency,
Dr. Olusegun Agagu
Ondo State Governor.

vi. Chief Mrs. Cecilia Ibru
Managing Director 
Oceanic Bank.

d. Award'of First Degrees and Prizes 
Time: 9.00am

^  rr\r\ o/fi C m m f a• v i lk iV . W C'i.l* UVUHW li.

Im portant Information:
i. Procession Rehearsals

All graduates and other officers involved in the 
procession shall assemble for rehearsals on Friday, 
17th February, 2006 at the Main Campus at 10.00am.

n.

in.

All graduands should endeavour to collect academic 
gowns as from Wednesday 15th February, 2006 
upon payment of N200 non-refundable fee. All 
graduands should also note that the University would 
assist in facilitating their transportation arrangement 
back to their respective Campuses.
Invitation Cards.
Each graduand will receive one invitation Card to 
invite his/her guest to the convocation.

You are all welcome

Signed:
Bala I. Ahmed II 

Ag. Registrar
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okada operations
T he Cross R iver State 

House o f  Assem bly 
has passed a law to 

regulate the operations o f  
commercial motorcyclists in 
the state.

The law tagged: "Com ­
mercial Motorcyclist leg isla­
tion Law 2006". was passed 
by the Assem bly recently 
with stiff provisions, which 
aim to curtail the excesses o f  
cyclists and their passengers.

Accord ing to  the new 
law, the use o f siren by-com* 
mercial motorcyclists attracts 
a prison term o f  three months
or a fsfcofN10,006.00

Fhe law also restrains the 
riders from using offensive 
weapons in the cause o f  any

From  Bassey Ita ('Calabar,j

disagreement.
Fighting with offensive 

weapons on the road attracts 
a two-year jail term orN30.000 
fine, whi ie operating as a com­
mercial cyclist without the 
necessary particulars and 
documents is liable to a N5, 
000.00 fine.

The law also prevents a 
passenger from harassing a 
commercial motorcyclist and

sant harassment® o f  okada 
riders and vice-versa.

He appealed to citizens o f  
the state to g ive the law a 
chance to perfect discipline 
arid orderliness on the roads. 

Similarly, the state's As­
sembly has advised compa­
nies operating in the state to 
evolve a good community re­
lations p o licy  to ensure 
peaceful co-existence with 
their host communities.

The chairman o f  the
on conviction, is liab le jo  a Assembly^.;Committee on 
fine of .V0. Ood.ud. Commerce, Industries antf

The Speaker o f  the .state’s 
House o f  Assem bly, Mr.
Bassey E ^a, stated while 
concluding the passage for­
malities. that the new law 
would seek to curtail inces-

Poverty  A lle v ia t io n , Mr: 
Ferdinand Okpokara, who 
gave the advice when the 
committee visited the United 
Cement Company site. Cala­
bar, said the policy would nip

in the bud the incessant dis­
agreements and conflicts be­
tween companies and host 
communities.

The managing director o f  
the company, Mr. Joseph 
Okomboso, expressed appre­
ciation for the peaceful atmo­
sphere enjoyed by the com­
pany in the state, adding that 
it would do everything pos­
sible to sustain the tempo.

Plateau youths protest 
blasphemous cartoon

s  '  ............................

ome Muslim youths tn from  RakiyaA, Muhanuned,

Governor DomhlDitke

* the Plateau State 
_  capital yesterday em­

barked on a peaceful demon­
stration against the recent 
blasphemous cartoon on the 
Prophet o f  Islam', M uhammad 
(SAW ), by Dauisli and Nor­
wegian newspapers.

The protest, which lasted 
about two and a half hours, 
commenced at the Central 
Mosque in Jos, and took the 
p lacards-carry ing youths 
through some major streets in 
the state capital

The youths, who chanted 
anti-Denmark and anti-Nor­
w egian  slogans w ith  the

mittently. stressed that they 
would not tolerate any insult 
on the Prophet and the reli­
gion o f  Islam,

They urged all Muslims to 
condemn the action o f  the

Correspondent (Jm)

newspapers -and boycott a it 1 
Danish and Norwegian prod­
ucts.

The youths ended, the 
protest at the o ffic e  o f  the 
Jama’atul NasiruMslam, Jos, 
at about 1,00pm.

Addressing the youthf, 
the secretary, JNi Plateau 
State; A ih a ji Alhassan 
Hussein, urged them to re­
main calm, adding that JM was 
in total support o f  the action. 
o f  the youths, •

He said the JNI in Plateau ; 
State would meet very soofi : 
to take a position on the met* I 
dent and ensure that it gets 
to the appropriate quarters, 

Meanwhile, security was 
beefed up in areas that the 
protesters went to ensure that 
the situation was not hijacked 
bv hoodlums.

The Power

to choose

Your Pension

Fund Administrator

Choose wisely ... Choose PAL

U
£

Respect, Innovation, Integrity, Partnership, O p en n e ss and Warmth are values that 
we uphold at PAL, a PFA I censed by The N ational Pen9ion Com m ission.
With First Securities D iscount H ouse  Limited (FSD H ) and African A llian ce  Insurance  
C o m p a n y  Limited as shareholders, you can see that these values are in our D N A .

Pensions A iiiance L imited
y o u r  Pa l f o r  life

Head Office; m  Pfcza mft f io e j)  38/39 te m m , Uqos. f t e ja .......
Tafe 234-1-2667110 1^667710,._234-j-266? 1??;. 234-t-2S§7!■2667553, fax: 2%4- 1
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ALL NIGERIAN PEOPLES PARTY
ANPP N O. 46, KIYAWA RO A D , D U TSE, JIG A W A  STATE.

A N P P
RE: JIGAWA:

TURAKI

TURAKI: NO-GOING BACK

The attention o f the Jigawa State ANPP has be drawn What we expect o f the write-up is to come out clearly 

to a publication in the DAILY TRUST o fWednesday, and State whether he has truly gone or not mther
Januaiy 25,2006 signed by one Amaji Muhanunadu L a n  beating about the bush
Murtala o f no fixed address.

! The ANPP Jigawa State wish to inform our esteemed 
! members that its determination to ensure discipline 
w ilffi^the rank a n d jq ^ p f
unshaken.

We urge the loyal members o f Jigawa State ANPP to 

remain calm in the wake o f series o f confusing and 

^misleading publicatiops by Saminu Turaki and his
t o £ y | . C I f ? " f f  c *  I r l  f  ! i

I iZiii,

Disciplinary measures taken after full investigation 
into the grievous uncondoned anti-party activity 

I against the party, therefore cannot be reversed.

Take the forged PDP membership register published 

in the Daily Trust o f Wednesday Januaiy, 25 2006 for 

example.

We are happy that the national Secretariat o f our great w e  wonder what blinded their vision to put the
party has constituted a verification committee to L g istration date at 1/10/05 a important pubhc
confirm series o f  anti party activities perpetrated by L  im ■ .u- 1 P
Governor Ibrahim Saminu Turaki, culminating in the H  Y '“  5 “  the PDP did DOt hold
final carpet crossing from the party to the Peoples ^  reglStratlon exercise throughout the country to 
Democratic Party (PDP). Imar^ na^onal day.

To add salt to injury, instead o f addressing his offence The aPParent alterations in the document where the 

and seeking ways o f  appeasement, Turaki chose the column containing the particulars o f  the form were 

path o f  confrontation, sponsoring series o f  rantings forged by using small letters instead o f  capital letters 

against the party. | thereby casting doubt on its Authenticity.

How on earth can a disciplined party member promote 
disaffection within his party through wild allegation 
and lies. Turaki’s suspension is conclusive, it was 
arrived at after exhausting all constitutional due 
processes o f the party.

i

ANPP is an independent party not under the control 
o f any other political party therefore, when Turaki 
decided to leave the party we are not to await for any 
instruction or announcement by his new party before 
taking action on his misdemeanors.

A  copy o f the Authentic register with Turaki’s 

membership NO is reproduced herewith for public 
perusal.

Long Live ANPP
Long Live The Federal Republic o f Nigeria

Signed:
Alhaji Shehu Mustapha Babura 

Interim Chairman

•K-



Obasanjo should go
-  Youth coalition

A«youth coalition has 
called on President

   Olusegun Obasanjo
to stand by the oath o f office 
he swore to in 2003 and relin­
quish power at the expiration 
o f his second term in 2007.

The Northern Youth Coa­
lition Movement stated that 
Obasanjo should respect his 
exalted office and fulfill hi* 
earlier promise to Nigerians, 
even as it demanded power 
shift to the North and a presi- 

j dent that will respect the 
I people’s will and listen to the 
masses come 2007.

The chairman o f the 
movement, Hon. Mohammed 

I Yusuf disclosed to Daily 
| Trust thatitfie yeuth coalition J 
| movement has designed its 
i programme o f action to mo- 
; bilize, sensitise and enlighten 
the Northern youths and all 
stakeholders on its objec­
tives.

“ The Northern Youth 
Coalition Movement is fo­
cused on fighting injustice 
meted to the Northern people. 
Mr. President should stand 
by the oath o f office he swore 
to in 2003 and hand over 
power in 2007.

“We are after power shift 
ip  the north and a president 
that will listen to the masses’ 
demand in 2007. We want to­
tal emancipation for our

From AbdulRaheem Aodu,
| Correspondent (Kaduna) j
people by educating them.” 

He outlined the obstacles 
o f North development as 
poverty, hatred, religious in­
tolerance and ethnic hostili­
ties.

“ The president and the 
National Assembly should 
respect the constitution to 
allow peace and unity to reign 
in our polity. The Northern 
union must call on other po­
litical groups in the North to 
embrace the legacies o f our 
founding fathers so that our 
mission would be actualized 

•■f t f fr f f f t ft*  y

in 2007. We also appeal to the 
governors and political lead­
ers to rise up to their respon­
sibilities and bury their differ­
ences to ensure a united and 
peaceful northern Nigeria.” 

He added that the North 
masterminded the shift o f 
power to the South in 1999, 
thus the call for power shift 
to the North in 2007 becomes 
appropriate .and legitimate. 
The group therefore prom­
ised on mobilizing the youths 
to ensure that a credible, 
competent, vibrant and re­
sourceful northern politician 
emerged as candidate for the 
exalted position in 2007.

Jf

I lhe National Directorate 
o f Employment (NDE) 
has embarked on train­

ing its master trainers as part 
o f efforts for the actualization 
o f some o f the incentive 
programmes the NDE prom­
ised to put in place for it train­
ers.

Speaking at the opening 
ceremony of the training the 
trainers workshop held in 
Jalingo, Taraba State on Tues­
day, February 7th, 2006 the 
Director General o f NDE, Dr. 
S. O. Adeladun, remarked that 
the training programme for 
the directorate’s master train­
ers that is being simulta­
neously carried out b> in­
-house instructors in twelve 
states is expected to add tre­
mendous values to the per­
formance and target achieve­
ments o f the trainers within 
the National Open Appren­
ticeship Scheme (NOAS).

The D.G, who was repre­
sented by Mr. K. Kantiya, the 
assistant director. Vocational

NDE trains 
‘master trainers’

From Ado Adamu, (Jalingo)

and Skills Development o f the 
directorate, observed that the 
master trainers o f the NDE, 
majority o f whom are informal 
sector operators, came from 
different backgrounds and 
their educational experiences 
varied from simple traditional 
apprenticeship to technical 
school, even polytechnics 
and universities. He added 
that the disparity in academic 
experiences o f the trainers 
uas a direct impact on the 
NDE’s ( bjective o f uniformity 
in skills lei ivery to the youth, 
thereby initiating some form 
o f capacity ' 'uilding arrange­
ment for all the master train­
ers involved in the National 
Open Apprenticeship Scheme

N igeria has been ranked 
fourth on the global 
prevalence list o f tu­

berculosis, TB, and first in 
Africa with fifteen infections 
every minute.

The representative o f the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) in the South-South 
zone o f  the country, Dr. 
Michael Sose, made this 
known at the opening ses­
sion o f a two-day orientation 
workshop on active case pro­
tection and management o f

 ...............      1 uiicc-iur, voLd iiona i wpcii/-vppiciiiiccM iip ocneiiic

eria ranks fourth on TB

(NOASS) to create uniformity 
in skills acquisition for the 
youths nationwide.

The D.G. disclosed that 
within the framework o f the 
NDE and master trainers part­
nership, close to a million 
unemployed youths have 
been trained in various voca­
tional skills, while presently 
about 37,000 youths are un­
dergoing vocational training 
in various trades.

The NDE boss further 
disclosed that through the 
master trainers, thousands of 
the graduated trainees have 
been able to set up their re- ! 
spective workshops and j 
many others have been ab­
sorbed by their trainers or 
gone into other forms o f paid 
employment.

From Edet Ekanem (Uyo)
tuberculosis and leprosy for 
healthcare workers in Akwa 
Ibom State organised by the 
Health Care System Develop­
ment Project II, in collabora­
tion with Akwa Ibom State 
Ministry o f Health.

The WHO professional 
felt disturbed that at least six 
persons die as a result o f tu­
berculosis infection within 
the same period in Nigeria, 
stating that by this develop­
ment, Nigeria and Africa at

large are confronted with a 
major public health crisis, a 
problem that cannot be ig­
nored.

According to Dr. Jose, 
with the gravity o f the prob­
lem, the WHO had declared 
TB a regional emergency in 
August 2005.

Dr. Jose, who is also pro­
fessional personnel for tuber­
culosis in the South-South 
zone, further stated that the 
disease brought about the 
global response which led to 
the launch o f a new plan last

week in Davos, Switzerland 
which caused President 
Olusegun Obasanjo who was 
in attendance to plan to eradi­
cate the disease by 2015.

In his address o f welcome, 
the Akwa Ibom State Com­
missioner for Health, Dr. Edet 
J. Attih, regretted that Akwa 
Ibom State had not made a 
great impact in the control o f 
TB because, according to 
him, the state has not reached 
the target control cost o f 70 
per cent, not to talk o f detect­
ing the cases o f infection.

of NDE, Alhaji 0.
Mohammed Sambo, re­

marked that the NDE recog­
nizes the fact that the train­
ers themselves need to be 
trained, so much that it has 
designed training
programmes for the trainers 
periodically to sharpen the 
skills o f the master trainers so 
that they will in turn train their-;# 
trainees qualitatively to make I 
them viable. He called on the 1 
master trainers to make the 
best use o f the training op- | 
portunities to update their 
vocational skills.
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Group commends 
Obasanjo’s reforms
T he Movement for 

Democracy and 
Progress (M DP), a 

civil rights organization, has 
called on Nigerians not to 

Lsj^ct the next president on the 
; basis o f ethnic or regional 
' considerations.

Addressing newsmen in 
j fCaduna Monday, the 
! secretary o f the organization,
| Comrade Ibrahim Abdullahi,
| called on Nigerians to shun 
I leaders who appeal to"the 
I electorate on regional, 
sectional, ethnic or selfish 
basis.

“Concern should be on 
| credibility, sincerity o f 
| purpose, ability to deliver, 
f^gus and competency,” the 
MDP added.

The body said the 
present administration had 
ensured the unity and 
stability o f the nation’ s 
peaceful co-existence among 
Nigerians, and sustained a 
stable democracy for 
economic reforms.

“ We cannot run away 
from the fact that the present 

j.rcvemment was faced with 
•many challenges o f  
uncertainty in trying to 
expand the democratic space 
in attainment o f  a status 
where all persons enjoy 
freedom,” he said.

Comrade Ibrahim 
Abdullahi called on 
Nigerians to stop listening to 
flfbse who claim to be 
representing them “who after 
ruling this country for several 
years have not made any 
meaningful impact on the lives 
ofNorthemers.

“ Our problems in the 
north for decades are abject 
poverty, street begging, 
neglect o f agriculture and 
illiteracy which the t>ast 
northern leaders that ruled 
the country for 35 years could 
«ot solve.

“We are o f the belief that 
the present government has 
been working tirelessly 
towards consolidating its 
reform programmes. The

From Sani Babadoko, Bureau 
* Chief, Kaduna

president has not by deeds 
or words engaged in any 
third term bid and those 
agitating for it are only 
exercising their freedom o f 
expression.

“We categorically call on 
our leaders to desist from 
their insinuation and 
fabrication o f misleading 
information to cause 
confusion, rather they should 
promote the course o f unity 
and stability in the nation.

“We express our p jsition 
as regards the perforn ance o f 
this administration without 
any contradiction or 
equivocation based on the 
desire »  to promote brom left are the Deputy Governor Kebbi State, Alhaji Sfileiman Mohammed Argungu-y his coi/pterpart from Benue Suite, Ojene; 
development and progress,” Governor Sam Egwu o f EbonyiSstate and Governor Atimed Mohammed Mfffcfffiof te duringthe mkehbtders' meeting
he added. President Obasanjo ort agriculture held at theTState House, Abuja...recently,,. fJ tgrfw n is la  r e ... rlwVfc Ofttyc.

Corruption
T

A  D

te governor o f Plateau 
state, Chief Joshua 
Dariye has reacted to 

the allegations o f graft 
against him and the constant 
raids conducted in his state

Governor Joshua Dariye

by operatives o f the 
Economic and Financial 
Crimes Corfimission, EFCC.

The governor who 
seemed visibly angered by 
the activities o f the EFCC in 
Plateau state, said the recent 
harassment by the operatives 
on members* o f the Plateau 
state House o f Assembly will

BUK approves 
dress code

T T o l l o w in g  the 28th 
H  meeting o f principal 
_JL officers o f the Bayero 

: University, Kano,, the 
| university has approved a 
| dress code for all students of 
| the institution in order to curb 
the manac'e o f promiscuity in 

; the academic environment.
The meeting, according 

the university’s official,
|accepted and approved 
| dresses that do not expose 
delicate parts o f the body like 

1 armpit, waist, back etc. It also 
| added that the dress should 
| not Be transparent and too

B y  A liy u  S. M ach ik a ,
Correspondent, Kano

tight.
/‘Stevere disciplinary 

means would be taken 
against students who 
contravene this law,” it stated.

In a related development, 
the Muslim forum o f the 
university described the 
move as a step in the right 
direction, saying there is no 
doubt descent dressing is a 
good behaviour that 
compliments other forms o f 
discipline.

be the last time the EFCC 
officials would"- harass any 
body in the state.

Describing the EFFC 
operatives as “ Obasanjo’s 
dogs” , the governor who was 
addressing members o f the 
Plateau Assembly, a civil 
coalition group, at the 
Government House in 
Rayfield, Jos said the EFCC 
should know that he as an 
indigene o f Plateau state has 
the capacity to contain them.

His words: “They should 
know that i am a Plateau man 
and that in Plateau the Ngas, 
the Tarohs and the Musheres 
eat dogs, so we have the 
capacity to deal with any 
stray dog.”

The governor said he is 
not at all worried by the 
charges o f graft against him 
as he did some o f the things 
he was being accused o f 
having done due to 
“ instructions from above.”

He said specifically, that 
the N l. l  billion Ecological 
fund which he was being 
accused o f siphoning, was 
spent according to orders 
from above where he said he 
gave about N 66 million for 
Obasanjo’s campaign, N100 
million to the South west PDP, 
N 100 m ill ion to the North East 
PDP and another N 10 million 
to senator Ibrahim Mantu.

The governor said if the 
resolve is that he should 
return the money, then all 
those who had collected the 
money should equally return 

| their shares while the 
accusations on his person 
should stop..

Leader o f the delegation 
Mr. Simon Gwan had earlier 
stated that the delegation 

I was in the Government 
i House to express their

From Andrew Agbese,
Correspondent, Jos

solidarity to both the 
governor and the 
government o f the state for 
what it is passing through in 
the hands o f  the federal

government.
The EFCC had conducted 

various raids on the Plateau 
ostensibly to arrest those it 
had indicted in its 
investigations against the 
governor with the recent

being the said it carried out 
in the state to arrest members 
o f the Plateau state House o f 
Assembly which it invited to 
its head office in Lagos but 
who declared to appear 
before the commission.
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f  |i Eagles can’t explain poor show
oach Alianctinp nfp OQmA orroinct Ca«a«nl '   .1.  aX. _   _i z' .1 _
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Eagles fceak  
Bassey’s 

heart
Super Eagles campaign for 

the^fricaCup ofNations 
went up in huge smoke 
in the city o f Alexandria, Egypt, 

on Tuesday following their l -0 
loss to Elephants o f Ivory 
Coast in the first semi final 
fixture.

The Eagles, quite against 
predictions, put up an amazing 
low performance and were 
bungled out by Didier 
Drogba’s 46th minute strike 
after the referee failed to pick 
Drogba’s seeming offside 

| position.
Charles Bassey (MON), one 

io f Nigeria’s legion o f ex­
internationals was deep in 
emotions when his reaction on 
the match was sought.

Bassey won the cup in 1980 
with the Eagles in Lagos and is 
now head coach o f Akwa | 
United, a Professional League I 
side in Uyo, Akwa Ibom state, j 

“My heart is broken. I am j 
totally disappointed by this I 
result. It was so bad, such that j 
I don’ t even have enough i 
courage to say anything,” 

Charles Bassey said before j 
his mobile phone went off.

oach Augustine 
Eguavoen ancl team 
coordinator, Sumonu 

i Bello Osagie, are at a loss as 
I to the Super Eagles poos 
| performance in Tuesday’s 
| Africa Nations Cup semi final 
j match against Cote d’Ivoire 
j in Alexandria, Egypt.

The Eagles went out o f the 
competition after going down 
to a Didier Drogba goal a 
minute into the second half.

Despite the loss, it was the 
team’s worst outing in the 
competition that surprised 
Nigerians.

Eguavoen could not 
explain what went wrong. He 
said Tuesday night: “ I really 
can not understand why the 
team played badly.

“Yes they started slowly, 
but this has been how they 
played the previous games.

“ I kept telling them to 
change that attitude o f 
starting games slowly but I 
don’ t know' why it was 
difficult for them to do. But 
then in those games they were 
able to increase the tempo 
later, but yesterday it 
continued and it became too 
late. I don’t really know what 
happened and can’t say until 
we discus the match.”

After playing for over two 
hours in the quarter finals 
against Tunisia on Saturday, 
the Eagles trip from Port Said 
was delayed for three hours 
before they made the two- 
hour bus journey to 
Alexandria on Monday.

“ I can’t really say i f  it was 
fatigue that affected the boys 
but it is possible.”

Bello Osagie would want 
the Eagles players to focus 
on the third/fourth place play-

■MN

n p t i e r e  was more misery for 
I  the S uper Eagles 

yesterday morning in 
Alexandria after at least two 
players lost big sum;, of cash 
at their hoiel rooms here.

The Eagles failed to fly 
Tuesday against Cote d'Ivoire 
in the semifinal o f the African 
Nations Cup when they went 
down I-O and hours later the 

woke up to discover 
they were missing large suras 
ot cash. »x

% ffitt- ,,

fielder Wilson Oruma lost6,000 
US dollars while Enyimba 
goalkeeper Dele Ai-yenugba 
said he was trussing 2,500 US

Some other players lost pho­
ne sets and other personal

o ff game against Senegal.
“ It is difficult to explain 

what went wrong against the 
Ivoriens, but I must say there 
is no need to cry over spilt 
milk now.

“The important thing is to

work on the morale o f these 
players because we still have a 
match to play in a couple of days.

“ Since we have come this 
far it will not be good to give 
up on everything just like 
that. .

“ As human beings the 
boys are disappointed and 
are not happy at losing out 
o f the trophy the way they 
did, after doing so much. But 
we have to make them forget 
that and move on.”

slRtliiSt
Egyptian soldiers watch Nigeria’s Taye Taiwo, right, vying for the ball with Ivory Coast’s Emerse Fae during their semi- 
final match in Alexandria on Tuesday.

Eguavoen: We played badly but...
Super Eagles head coach, 
Augustine Eguavoen has 
admitted to said that Cote 
d’ Ivoire were the better 
side in Tuesday’s Africa 
Nations Cup semi final, but 
then went on to question 
the goal that gave the

Ivoriens a l-O w'in over 
Nigeria.

A fter much hype, the 
Eagles put up a lack lustre 
performance and were, 
nailed by Chelsea o f 
England’s forward, Didier 
Drogba, whose 46th minute

Juventusjoin chase

the tx lice have waded into the

: where ’ he team stayed for their 
African Nmioas Cupsentfinal 
cia?h againsti?<? Elephants of
Cote d’lvoin' ,>n Ti.es-da>
- Both < 'ufp d'fvnjre -md ̂ ’i-

ter •• pr i i’  a’ ’iK
x\ '■ • t ‘.*r. f*

n spite o f  Tuesday’s 
semi-final ouster o f the 
Super Eagles at the 

Nations Cup in Egypt, 
Taiye ‘The Tornado’ Taiwo 
is set to reap immediate 
dividends o f  his debut 
Arian hampionship, with 
Juventus reportedly joining 
Inter Milan in the chase for 
his contract. s 

In itial talk had been 
about Obafemi Akinwunmi 
Martins making moves to 
lure Taiwo to join him at 
Inter Milan, but the latest 
n It

for Taiwo
and Juvc’s Fabio Capello 
after scoring against Ghana 
in the Super Eagles first 
match at Egypt 2006.

Although Taye Taiwo’s 
Marseille contract does not 
expire until the summer o f 
2009, it is not expected to
dissuade the Italian duo 
from stepping up the>r 
interest.

Already, Inter appear 
' * i h e a d i n g  ibe chase 

test M l-se-Me’ c ;

strike was not without 
controversy.

Eguavoen said after 
Eagles defeat: “ We played 
badly. We were outplayed 
by the Ivoriens in every 
department and I g ive  
credit to them.

“ But everybody 
watched the match 
agree with me that thei 
was scored from seven 
meters offside.”

Eguavoen has put 
behind him the loss to Cote 
d ’ Ivoire and has set his 
eyes on taking a. medal to 
Nigeria from Egypt 2006.

who
w ill

reoal

“Despite the defeat in the 
semi final I have faith in this 
team and I have 
intentionof leaving them.

“ Besides, we have a 
third-place match to play in 
a couple o f days and since 
we have come this far we 
don’ t want to go home, 
empty handed.

“We have a very young 
and quality team. This team 
has shown a lot o f promise.

“ I ’ve just been in charge 
for six months but believe I 
you me, i f  we have one or ■ 
two years more this team 
will be fantastic.”

c,
crun ble< 
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... blames fatigue
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EGYPT 2006 AFRICAN NATIONSWe were robbed, say fiirious Sen

* A  n|/  %  SE
A c

ngry Senegal players 
said the referee 
obbed them o f a 

! chance to reach the African 
(Nations Cup final after 
[refusing a clear penalty in 
[Tuesday’s 2-1 defeat by 
hosts Egypt.

Senegal playmaker 
[Diomansy Katnara '-was 
brought down by Egypt 
|defender Ibrahim Said 
(towards the end o f the semi­
-final. Cameroon referee 
] Divine Evehe appeared ready 
to award a penalty before 
! deciding to award a goal kick 
instead.
< “ O f course we were 

Irobbed,” Kamara told 
[reporters. “There was a clear 
penalty, you can see the 
(television) pictures.

“The referee has to give it, 
[it’ s the same rule for 
everybody whether it’s at 
home or away.But he doesn’t 
give it and we are eliminated.

“ It’s the turning point o f 
the match. I see the ref and I 
think he’s going to give it. 
He (even) goes tov/ards the 

“ '‘penalty spot....it’ s just 
[unacceptable.”

Senegalese fury was 
heightened because Evehe 
I had awarded Egypt a penalty 
[ in the first half, converted by 
[captain Ahmed Hassan.

“He gives the first penalty

and he has to give the one on 
me in the 90th minute. Egypt 
are in the final because o f a 
refereeing err^r,” said 
Kamara.

“ We are disappointed,., 
and I think Africa has taken a 
few steps back with this kind 
of refereeing.”

That view was shared by

forward El Hadji Diouf, who 
also said he felt robbed.

“ The Confederation o f 
African Football has to take 
a look at the African game 
because the Europeans are 
going to laugh at us with 
refereeing like this,” he said.

There was a sense o f deja 
vu about Tuesday’s, events

as Senegal were also knocked 
out two years ago by hosts 
Tunisia following another 
controversial refereeing 
decision.

“ In Tunisia we didn’ t 
deserve to go out and today 
we didn’ t deserve it 
either...we have to look at 
refereeing again,” said Diouf,

Asked i f  it v. as a pe salty, 
he said: “O f course was and 
the referee looked a'! r ndy 
to blow his whistle.

“Now I know it’s the Lost 
nation but that’s not sport.

“ Sport is about the best 
team winning...this defeat is 
hard to accept.”

Afrira Cup 
a l  N a t i o n s

‘Team more important than M W
E

I gypt assistant coach 
Shawki Gharib said 

%  team was more 
important than Mido after 
the striker argued with 
coach Hassan Shehata as he 
was being taken o ff in the 
2-1 semi-final win over

Senegal in the African 
Nations Cup.

“ The Egypt team does 
not just mean Mido,”  Gharib 
told a news conference on 
Tuesday after the host 
nation had set up a final

Coast.
“ Mido is just one player 

in a squad o f 23.”
Gharib sidestepped 

questions about whether 
M ido would face 
disciplinary action and i f  he

showdown with Iv ory would be considered for the

final.
“ Now  we have to 

concentrate on the final and 
forget our problems,” he 
said. “ The important thing 
is what we are going to do 
in the final.”

The Tottenham HotspurAnd then there were two
T he home dream 

remained alive in Cairo 
on Tuesday as Egypt 

held out against the tough 
physical challenge o f Senegal 
to book their place in Friday’s 
CAF Africa Cup o f Nations 
decider against 2006 FIFA 
World Cup finalists Cote 
d’Ivoire.

A  substitution that

threatened a national 
controversy proved a 
moment o f inspiration as Amr 
Zaki score the winner for the 
Egyptians 10 minutes from 
the end o f their semi-final 
against Senegal.

Zaki had been brought on 
for a furious Ahmed ‘Mido’ 
Hossam, whose displeasure 
at being taken off for the final 
quarter-hour manifested into 
an ugly screaming match with 
his coach Hassan Shehata as 
he left the pitch.

Mido screamed at the 
coach and threw up his 
hands in frustration in full 
view o f the 80,000-strong 
crowd as he was taken o ff but 
the coach’s decision was 
vindicated just moments later 
when Zaki rose to head home 
a perfect cross from 
Mohamed Aboutrika.

The goal gave the 
Egyptians a 2-1 victory over 
Senegal and a place in the 
final against an Ivorian side 
who had proven too good for 
Nigeria earlier in the day.

The Ivorians won 1-0 in 
Alexandria with Didier 
Drogba’s class showing 
again as he netted his third 
goal o f the tournament.

The Ivorian captain took 
advantage o f  a lack o f 
concentration in the Nigerian

defence as the second half 
got underway, beating the 
offside trap to run onto a long 
pass from defence and 
expertly slot the ball home.

It was a trademark goal 
from the Chelsea striker; 
whose team mate Kolo Toure 
later paid tribute to his 
scoring acumen. “Didier lifts 
the whole team, he’s a great 
striker,” said the defender, 
who had an outstanding 
match at centre half himself.

The Ivoriifhs paced 
themselves through a 
pedestrian encounter against 
Nigeria’s youthful side, who 
looked exhausted after their 
quarter-final exertions at the 
weekend, where they had 
needed a penalty7 shootout to 
get past Tunisia.

“We were out-played in all 
departments. We have to be 
honest about it,”  said 
Nigerian coach Augustine 
Eguavoen, a past winner of 
the Nations Cup as a player.

Nigeria, even with Austin 
‘Jay-Jay’ Okocha on in the 
second half for his first 
appearance o f the 
tournament, had little to offer 
in the game, which was 
desperately short o f goal 
scoring chances.

But the second semi-final 
in a feverish Cairo more than

•  • •
made up for the lack o f action 
in Alexandria.

A  moment o f madness from 
Frederic Mendy, who 
slapped at the ball in his own 
penalty area and was lucky 
to stay on the pitch with just 
a yellow card, allowed Egypt 
to take the half-time lead.

Captain Ahmed Hassan 
showed his calmness in twice 
converting the resultant 
penalty, having to retake it 
after one o f his teammates 
had encroached into the 
penalty area.

But Senegal, who had 
comeback from a goal down 
to win in the quarter-final 
against Guinea on Friday, did 
not take long to equalise after 
the interval.

Mamadou Niang powered 
a close range header into the 
net for his second goal o f tl}e 
tournament, setting fragile 
Egyptian nerves on end. He 
had shrugged o f f  tw|o 
defenders to get the goal.

Then came the coach’s 
decision to take o ff ‘Mido,’ 
which set o ff the incredible 
exchange o f insults at the 
side o f the pitch. The Spurs 
man had to be calmed down 
by his teammates as he 
returned to the bench while 
the coach ’s fury was evident, 
particularly soon after when 
Zaki scored.

striker had a poor game 
and was substituted in the 
79th minute with the score 
1-1.

Amr Zaki took his place 
and promptly headed the 
winning goal three minutes 
later with his first touch of 
the ball.

Mido, who had missed 
Egypt’ s previous two 
games with a groin injury, 
opened his arms wide in a 
gesture o f surprise before 
walking slowly o ff the pitch 
to the bemusement o f team 
mates.

As M ido reached the 
touchline he was involved 
in an angry verbal exchange 
with Shehata which 
threatened to escalate 
before he w'as restrained by 
players on the substitutes 
bench.

The striker then headed 
towards the tunnel before 
finally deciding to sit on the 
bench.

Mido, who left the 
stadium two hours later 
after being drawn for the 
obligatory doping test, said 
he had calmed down and 
implied the coach had made 
the right decision.

“ Fin alright, only now 
I ’m okay,” he told Reuters.

“ O f course, I ’ m 
[ delighted. I hope we can 
[ win the final, it ’ s very 
: important for us.

“They (Egypt) had a lot 
o f  chances after I was 

i substituted.”

\ Drogba... the Chelsea forward will spearhead Ivory Coast’s 
quest fo r  glory in the African Cup o f  Nations fina l against
Egypt s A L ..........
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1‘vory Coast defender Kolo 
Toure believes his side’s 
progress to the African 

Nations Cup final proves 
they will also be a force at 
the World Cup finals later 
this year despite qualifying 
for the first titne.

“We wanted to show that 
w : are going to the World 
Cup, that we have a good 
team and that we deserve to
be? there ” the Arsenal back'
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told reporters.
“ By getting to the final, I 

think we have shown to our 
continent that we are going 
to represent them well at the 
World Cup finals.

“We have sent our strong
message for Germany later
this year,”  added Toure; who
was one o f his country’s
better players in their 1-0
semi final victory over

' Nigeria an Tuesday.
/, F  i! ju >. .k. )i. r t)

“ This is our first big 
tournament together and we 
have a young side with 
average age o f around 25. It 
has been fantastic for a}i o f 
us to get this experience.

“Playing in the final will be[ 
great, it wtll be the first finaf 
for many o f  the players.’* 1

Ivory Coast face Egypt in 
Cairo on Friday’s, after the

victory over Senegal.
Toure also paid tribute to 

the influence o f  captain 
Didier Drogba, whose goal 
settled the outcome o f the 
match.

“He’s a great striker and 
importantly he’s, scoring 
goals.” Toure said o f the 
Chelsea forward.

“Drogba lifts the team. But 
all the team played well, we

ar
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k AFRICAN NATIONS CUP 1Nigerians call for
N !lgenans

sharply at the 
nonchalant attitude 

o f the Super Eagles, whose 
lack lustre performance ip the 
semi- final match against the 
Elephants o f Cote d’ Ivoire 
ensured that the country 
crashed out o f the 25th African

oreign coach
s have reacted your tolo policy’ ar

By Patrick Andrew, Asst. 
Head Sports Desk

contained the pace, mental 
alertness and physical fitness 
o f the Elephants.”

Monsura Ali, a business 
woman said she was

Eguavoen 

Cup o f Nations.
A  cross section, who 

spoke yesterday condemned 
the uninspiring performance 
o f the team and insisted that 
rather than being a product 
o f poor quality o f players it 
was a reflection o f the depth 
o f the technical crew.

Consequently, they called 
on the government to discard 
the idea o f depending on 
indigenous coaches to 
handle the senior national 
team, noting that they were 
not yet ripe enough to 
assume that responsibility.

Dele Ogunseemi 
observed that the team lacked 
the fibre needed to crush the 
Ivorians, stressing that the 
Eagles neither showed a 
sense o f  purpose nor 
commitment through out the 
90 minute o f the match.

“ I f  the Elephants were in 
themselves a very highly 
tactical side they would have 
roasted the Eagles who were 
without the fire and zest to 
win the matGh. The players 
were not only nonchalant but 
also clearly fagged out and 
bereft o f  ideas to plot for 
victory” .

Tony Ezimakor, a sports 
journalist, in his submission 
said that, “ the players 
appeared overloaded, over- 
stressed jp/A physic?l|y and 
mentally diit o f focus. You 
cou/d see 1 Taye'"'Taiwo 
standing akimbo veiy early in 
the match. It was same with 
others hence they could not

thoroughly disgusted with 
the lukewarm attitude o f the 
Eagles during the match.

“ The Eagles appeared 
discomfited, disoriented and 
totally out o f shape for the 
match. Their performance 
lowered the standard o f the 
championship and indeed is 
a disgrace to Africa. I think 
the coach showed by his 
selection that he lacks the 
depth for the assignment. I 
also think that it was high time 
the government drops this ‘ if 
you want a foreign coach na

your tolo policy’ and align with 
the yearnings o f Nigerians for 
a mature foreign technical 
adviser for the Eagles” .

Issah Hassan, a sport 
administrator, lambasted the 
technical crew for the poor 
sense o f judgement in the 
selection o f  the players, 
stressing “ even a lay man 
knows that Nwankwo Kanu is 
at his best as super sub even 
in Europe, so it was rather 
embarrassing for them not just 
to start him in the match but 
play him as the top nine. No, it 
shows that indigenous 
coaches have not grown to 
the level o f  handling the 
senior national team 
effectively. We should not 
allow their successes in the 
age- grade tournaments to 
blind fold us into believing that 
they can deliver when the 
stakes are high” .

Wale Adekanbi said it 
would have better for them to 
lose to Tunisia than raise the 
expectation of Nigerians in the 
quarter- final match that was 
roundly applauded for its 
quality, contest and finesse.

“After watching them play 
a classical match against 
Tunisia and then the dismal 
game against Cote d’ Ivoire, it 
is hard not putting the blame 
on the coaches wjio it was 
obvious had problems with 
team selection. Though I 
personally think it would had 
been easier for us to beat 
Cameroun had we played 
them, one is sad that the team 
lost out after raising peoples’ 
hope and what is more losing 
to the Elephants.”

They concluded that the 
outcome o f today’s losers’ 
final match w ill be 
inconsequential since the 
ultimate prize has been missed.

The Eagles will confront I 
the Teranga Lions o f Senegal i 
whom they defeated 2-1 I 
during the preliminary.

utgoing Super 
Eagles captain

  Austin Jay Jay
Okocha has backed calls for 
Austin Eguavoen to remain 
in charge o f  the Super 
Eagles. ’

Although Nigeria lost 1- 
0 to the Ivory Coast in 
Tuesday’s African Cup o f 
Nations semi-final, Okocha 
believes Eguavoen has 
started the important process 
o f building a young, talented 
side that will be formidable 
in the future.

“ Eguavoen is a young 
coach who has proven 
himself and I think he should 
be given the’ chance "to 
continue'1’ Ok'ocha'to lei BBC 
Sport on Tuesday.

He added: “With coach 
Eguavoen, the future, o f
N lO P na  iq hntrht Kpr>Qiioo h a ’c

building a young team.
Eguavoen is determined 

to stay on as coach despite 
Tuesday’s loss, Nigeria third 
successive defeat in a Nations 
Cup semi-final.

“ I ’ m determined to 
continue my job with the 
Super Eagles because I want 
to continue my plans to build 
a solid young team,” said 
Eguavoen, who hopes to 
beat Senegal in Thursday’s 
third place match.

Meanwhile, Okocha has 
reiterated that he will retire 
from international football at 
the end o f  Nations Cup 
canjpaign.

the Nations Cup in Egypt is 
my.last tournament and I ’m 
quitting international football | 
at the end o f N igeria ’s 1

PLATEAU STATE HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
Office of the Speaker

Plateau State House o f Assembly Complex 
21 Old Bukuru Road, P.M.B. 2142 

Jos-Plateau State. 
Tel: (073) 460153,464080.

January 31,2006.

| j Whereas this Hon. House in reaction to a Petition submitted by the EFCC requesting 
j the House to investigate allegations of money laundering against the Governor of 

Plateau set up a special committee in compliance to the provisions of Section 128 and 
129 of the Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 1999.

: Whereas the Committee commenced investigation and in course o f doing its dut y 
I r e iv e d  a strange letter signed by M r Ibrahim Lamorde of the EFCC, requesting
| some Hon. Members and officials of the House to appear at the Commission

|j . , . jrlThat in view of the fact the Petition submitted by the EFCC did not indict or mention 
the House in any way, it behooves on this House to invoke its relevant powers under 

11 the Constitution to deal with the situa!ion.

Now therefore, this Hon. House do now resol ve as follows:

I. To mandate the Special Committee on the EFCC allegations against the 
Governor o f Plateau State to invoke the provision of section 128 and 129 in the 
conduct o f its investigations to summon Mr. Ibrahim Lamorde of the EFCC to 
appear before it for cross examination, and that no Member of the Special 
Committee be released to appear before the EFCC until this issue is resolve by 
the Committee. ,

m.

iv.

' hjf the Hon. House do now adjourn sine die until reconvened by the 
Speaker, Rt. Hon. Simon B. Lalong. But that this special Committee 
continues its normal proceedings.
That this Resolution shall not be amended, withdrawn or tempered with 
without the approval of the whole members of the House.
That in the event of any unwarranted arrest the entire House shall submit 
themselves for arrest

Signed 
Rt. Hon. Simon B. Lafong 

• Speaker
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EGYPT 2006 AFRICAN NATIONS CUP

Eguavoen guns for bronze
  . . c  .1- n r ---------  T i f  o n - f f o r i n n  f r r \ m

Africa Cup 
•f Naliont
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Eagles coach Austin 
Eguavoen has said he 
wants to at least takes 
something away from the 

African Nations Cup and so 
will be gunning for victory 
against Senegal in 
Thursday’s third-place match 
at the Military Stadium in 
Cairo.

The Eagles crashed out of 
the semi-nnals courtesy of a 
Didier Drogba goal in the 46th 
minute, which Eguavoen 
insisted was scored from an 
offside position.

;‘Drogba was at least seven 
metres offside,” Eguavoen 
said after the loss.

“ However, we did not 
deserve to win this match 
because Cote d'Ivoire 
outplayed us in all
departments. We were slow 
in our ball movements and in 
the end played our worst 
match in this tournament.” 

Eguavoen said he
therefore hopes to make up 
for this disappointing 
performance by winning 
bronze on» Thursday at the

expense of the Teranga Lions 
of Senegal.

“We want to come away 
with something and right now 
that would be the third-pl#ce 
medal,” he said.

Meanwhile, the Eagles are 
likely to be without several 
top stars for Thursday’s 
third-place playoff against 
Senegal as Everton defender 
Joseph Yobo and Mikel Oti 
are dowr with injuries.

Yobo is nursing a groin 
injury and now looks set to 
miss the Senegal game while

Mikel is suffering from an 
ankle complaint he picked up 
during the Cote d’ Ivoire 
game.

While Joseph Enakarhire 
has been suspended after 
bagging two bookings in the 
knockout stages o f the 
competition, against Tunisia 
and Cote d’Ivoire.

Yussuf Ayila is also ruled 
out as he has yet to recover 
t om an ankle injury which 
ruled him out o f Tuesday’s
semi-final
d’Ivoire.

loss to Cote

Nigeria vs Ivory Coast: A Postmortem
M’s difficult to comprehend the lack-luster 
performance o f the Super Eagles in their semi final 
defeat by the Elephants of Ivory Coast. The team was 
deficient in mobility, fluidity, drive and determination. 
Here is a player-by-player appraisal and analysis of  
who did what ...and why?
3 *  7INCENT ENYEAMA:

He was one o f the 
▼ team’s strongespdt 

points, not only against the 
Elephants, but throughout 
the tournament. His heroics 
between the sticks was 
instrumental in the Eagles 
remarkable run in Egypt and

By ismaila Umaru Lere, Assistant Editor

47® minutes was as a result 
o f the assistant referee’s 
misjudgment o f Didier 
Drogba’s offside positioning 
and the flabbiness and 
corpulence o f the Nigerian 
back four. Enyeama kept the 
Eagles in the game during the

against Drogba’s well-taken 
set-piece. Rating: 7 

CHIDIODIAH: One of the 
young up starters in the team, 
who had an average 
tournament. His performance 
against Ivory Coast left a lot 
to be desired, though. Chidi 
‘ Oh, dear, oh, dear’ has 
penchant for unnecessary 
droolings. Often times, he will 
play himself into needless 
quagmires and as a result 
lose vintage ball possession. 
Again, the CSKA Moscow 
defender does not help his 
case by not passing the ball 
to some players (specifically 
Sani Kaita) during the Ivory 
Coast game. Rating: 3 

TAYE TA IW O : Thrs 
Olympique Marseille full 
back started this tournament 
on a high, but his form has 
dipped since his cracking 
goal in their opening game 
against the Black Stars o f 
Ghana. He was very lethargic 
and lukewarm during the 
semi final match. Very 
inconsistent throughout the 
tournament. Rajing: 3 

JOSEPH YO BO : The 
Everton stopper had a below 
par outing. Considering his 
credentials and status, Yobo 
was, simply, a 
disappointment. The evident 
Lack o f understanding 
between hinj. and Joseph 
Enakhahire in the centre o f 
Nigeria’s defenceline, w'as 
the team’s albatross. The 
disputed goal scored by

gba came as a result o f 5.5

Yobo was a huge disappointment 
Drogba. Rating: 4 Rating 5.5

SANI KAITA : ‘The 1-8- 
year-old Sparta Rotterdam 
midfielder marked his Nations 
Cup debut on Tuesday and 
had a relatively quiet game.
He showed some flashes that 
made him one of the stars of 
the World Youth 
Championship in the 
Netherlands last summer.
Just need to build on his 
confidence and composure.
Rating: 5 

JOHN MIKEL OBI: Mikel 
wasn’t in his right elements 
against the Elephants and 
failed to rise up to the 
occasion when the situation 
demanded. Maybe the lack of 
competitive football ahead of 
the championship had stolen 
soma o f his natural flair.
However, he still has seven: , 
years o f football in him and 
the country should expect 
some brilliant things from tHis 
young prodigy soon. Rating:

NWAN KW O KAN U: He
has been the Eagles joker 
throughout the tournament, 
coming o f f  the bench to 
orchestrate decisive 
moments in matches. But the 
game against the Elephants 
witnessed Kami’s first start. 
It proved to be another 
gamble by the handlers 
which failed to pay o f f  The 
West Bromwich Albion 
forward was directed to play 
from the mdfield and looked 
terribly out of sort. He was 
substituted by Julius 
Aghahowa. Rating: 5.5 

OS A E ODE VIWINGIE:
He
Iii)

. arently was weakest 
B the team as he couldn't
sure- up to .the very 
icai game. His languid 
i made him easy prey for 
vorians especially the 
licnt Uoka and Kolo

ioure.
Dositi’

1 anything I

Martins coiMnotrealise his fu ll potentials in Egypt because 
o f  the poor service from his team mates

f t*  W  I V  * J W  W  »' V ’ * »*»«/■ '’ »<'* -  ■ ■ V . V fe* **v  -

miscalculation and lack of 
tactical awareness. The 
Chelsea striker slipped away 
from Yobo’s radar to beat the 
Eagles offside, trap. Rating:
A

JOSEPH ENAKHAHIRE:
Not as solid as he was in the 
Eagles first round matches. 
Enakhahire demonstrated his 

side on Tuesday 
s lassitude and failure 

to hold back Ivorian 
incursions spearheaded by

suisive

OBINNA NSOFOR: The
goal scorer in the Tunisia
match was one o f the culprits
of the disappointing outing
on Tuesday. He was pretty
slow o f f the mark. And
besides losing his
mesmerising moves, the
Chievo forward has as well
forgotten to carry along his
shooting boots from his
hote! room. But-as a young
upcoming player, he has
bright future n* the squad 

M l }  f l  HI V

le rarely di
e until replaced by 

Stephen Makinwa. Osaze 
shoukin t have played the 
Ivory Coast game. Period! 
Rating: 3.5 

OBAFEMI M ARTINS:

The Inter Milan's striker was 
a lone ranger until Makinwaj 
and Aghahowa were brought; 
in, but then it was too late. 
He was invisible and hardly 
touched the ball. A  victim of; 
poor service from team mates. 
Rating: 5 

AUSTIN OKOCHA: Jay 
Jay had his first appearance 
in the tournament, but it was 
a sour experience for the! 
Eagles captain. He was, 
obviously, match rusty, and 
failed to stamp his authority; 
in the game. He had two 
decent attempts on goal,; 
though. Rating: 5 

JULIUS AGHAHOWA: 
He came in the second Half 
to replace Kanu, but'couldn't:; 
link up faith Martins. It was; 
difficult for him breaking the 
resolve o f the Ivorian 
defcnce. Rating: 4 

STEPHEN M AKINW A: 
guavoen’ s worst

substitution. If was shameful; 
for, a player o f his calibre to 
squander the chance and; 
best opportunity for the 
Eagles to level up the game.j 
Rating: 3.5

Rating keys: 10 (t)ut of the world); 9 
(Excellent); 8 (Outstanding); 7 (Very 
Good); 6 (Good); 5.5 (Average); 5 
(Below Average); 4 (Poor); 3.5 (Very 
Poor)
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Egypt’s striker Mido, left, in a shouting session with his coach Hassan Shehata, right, as

Nations Cup filled with coffee for fans
A s the Cup o f Nations 

heads for its climax in 
Egypt, African fans 
in the UK are glued to the 

coverage.
There are no spare chairs 

in the room and everyone is 
facing one way.

final, African ex-pats have 
been following the 16 teams’ 
progress over tea and coffee. 

Skills and fans 
The custom ers at the 

Dhuhulow Smart Cafe - all 
men - are mainly Somali, 
E ritrean , north A frican,

Egypt. “They have nice fans, 
I’m sorry they’ve gone.”

On the big screen the fan’s 
Ivorian counterparts, are 
putting on a fair show. Packed 
in a vast block, wearing 
matching orange, green and 
white costumes and hats,

team captain nassan Hassan intervened during their semi final match with Senegal
It is tense and quiet, save Ivorian. Most support Ivory they are jum ping up and

Coast in this West African tiean occasional smattering of 
claps for the players up on 
the big screen.

Household names from UK 
football are muttered as they 
get involved - “Drogba!” 
“Okocha!” “Toure!”.

This is no m id-week 
premiership clash, but the 
first semi-final of the Africa 
Cup o f Nations.

Ivory Coast taking on 
Nigeria is the latest match in 
the continent’s tournament 
to pack this west London 
cafe.

Here, through the 
qualifying rounds to Friday’s

A few, sat together at the 
front, are behind the Super 
Eagles, Nigeria.

“ I ’m supporting Ivory 
C oast,” says Osama Al- 
Shaikh, 35, from Gulf state 
Bahrain. “Because I like 
(Didier) Drogba (of Chelsea).

“He’s professional, scores 
lots o f goals and has good 
skills. I hope they get the 
African Cup.”

“I’ve liked Cameroon in 
this tournament,” says Omar 
Ishaq, 43, originally from 
Eritrea and backing Senegal 
in the other semi-final against

down in the stands.
Band music and song from 

the crowd fills the stadium.
In the early rounds of the 

com petition there was 
concern about low ticket 
sales, but today the 
A lexandria venue looks 
bustling.

Professional play 
Omar believes the cup has 

been a fantastic showcase for 
African football - alongside 
and above the cream 
sportsm en from A frican 
nations playing in English, 
French, Italian and other top 
European leagues each

M d o  t b r o w n  o u t  o f  E g y p t i a n  s q u a d

M ido  h as  b een  
throw n ou t o f  
the Egypt squad 

a t th e  A fr ic a n  C up  o f  
Nations and suspended for 
six months after a row with 
coach Hassan Shehata.

T h e  2 2 -y e a r-o ld  
Tottenham  striker had a 
h e a te d  a rg u m e n t w ith  
S h e h a ta  a f te r  b e in g  
substitu ted  in T uesday’s 
s e m i-f in a l w in  o v e r 
Senegal.

Mido had to be dragged 
aw ay by coach ing  s ta ff  
after being substituted by 
Am r Zaki, who went on to 
score the winner.

H e w ill  no w  m iss  
F rid ay ’s final w hen the 
hosts take on Ivory Coast.

weekend.
“A lot o f  things have 

changed in African football,” 
he says. “Now, all the players 
are professional. Most o f 
them are professional players 
in Europe, so the way they 
play has changed.

“When you play in many 
countries you get more and 
more experience.”

D rogba scores for the 
Ivory Coast; the cafe 
atmosphere tenses, and picks 
up. *

“The African tournament is 
brilliant, “ smiles Him Hamuje, 
a Somalian who backs Ivory 
Coast to hold their 1-0 lead 
and go on to take the cup. He 
has watched many o f  the 
games being shown live.

“N o-one knew A frican 
team s, but i f  they are 
watching live football they 
are becoming better known. 
No-one was interested, but in 
the last five years it has 
become more interesting. It’s 
good for all Africans, for 
those growing up.

He has been impressed by 
the team work on display 
from many o f the teams, but 
especially from the Ivory 
Coast

“The quality o f the players 
and the team w orking 
together,” he says. “I believe 
they are better than Nigeria 
as well.”

Ivory Coast i^  the sole 
team remaining in the Cup that 
has also booked a World Cup 
place.

Shouts erupt in the cafe as 
B olton’s Jay Jay Okocha 
comes on to make his first 
tournament appearance for

the trailing Nigerians. The 
talk turns to this summer’s 
main draw - the World Cup. 

World Cup worries 
Many of the traditionally- 

stronger A frican nations 
' have not made it through. 

The coffee bar’s customers 
w ony over how those that 
have will fare.

“We are disappointed that 
African teams are gone out 
o f that competition, so we 
ca n ’t watch them ,” says 
Omar. “We expected Nigeria, 
Cam eroon, Senegal and 
Morocco to qualify.

“But I am happy to take 
these smaller countries, to 
take a chance. But, he 
cautions, “when you play for 
Africa vou have to be strong.

A frka Cup 
o f Nations

EGYPT 2 06
Jgypt from the other semi- 

final match in Cairo.
‘A big party’
At the whistle this victory 

is enough to bring a wide 
smile to Abdul Traore.

An Ivorian, he says he 
grew up with a handful o f  the 
players celebrating in front of 
him on the screen - Arsenal’s 
Kolo Toure and Emmanuel 
Eboue - and stars o f  the 
F rO T ch L igu eL ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

Omar believes the 
cup has been a 
fantastic showcase 
for African football

professional, fit”.
An African nation could 

make the semi-finals, Osama 
says - but he also thinks 
England have a good chance, 
although he does predict 
Brazil will win.

Back in this tournament, 
Ivory Coast’s chances look 
good despite N ig eria’s 
increasingly  desperate 
attempts in the dying minutes 
of the match.

In the final they will face

He is proud o f  his 
country’s success and hopes 
it may now be known for 
something other than its war.

“I am proud for my country, 
glad for my friends, my 
parents - I ’m going to <Mrr 
them now. There’ll be a big 
party - no work today.

“People will talk about my 
country other than about the 
war. It shows the joys of being 
in Ivory Coast,” he smiles.

Culled from BBC News

ivory coast's Komaric Koff i, left, challenges Nigeria ’a Chidi Odiahfor the ball during semi 
final match in Alexandria on Tuesday
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Are yon a victiai af armed robbery attack?
* Have yoa beea involved in aa accideat or beea a

witness to it happening to others?
* Do you have a teaching persoaal experieace yoa 

want to share?
* Call us o b  these aambers let the world read your story. 
NEWS ROOM: 08039686854 and 08056418945 
ADVERT: 08033202211 and 08033209894 
KANO: 08037862687, MAIDUGARI: 08023622820 
SOK0TO: 08037030939
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EDIT Danish Cartoons: Intended insults, unintended consequences
A  A l l f *  C A K V I P P C  / ^ \ n  31 January, 2006 Carsten Juste, editor-in-chief ofiMo/Kfc-

X i l j i j v a i j l l l i i  U U l  V J l J i i l  a v l  t 1 v v 5  I  mPosten, published an open letter to Muslims saying he was
V»_^sorry that Muslims took offence from the cartoons (which

By Khalid Baig

W hen the Global System for Mobile Communica­
tions (GSM) was introduced to Nigeria in 2001, 
many Nigerians enthusiastically scrambled to be 

a part of the new communication technology by massively 
subscribing to the first two GSM network providers -  Econet 
(now Vmobile) and MTN. Although Intercellular had been in 
the mobile business since the early 1990s, many Nigerians 
could not afford the over N90,000 that it cost to subscribe to 
it. However, Vmobile and MTN networks were hardly less 
expensive when they initially broke into the^nobile telephony 
market in Nigeria. The earliest subscribers paid exorbitant 
amounts to obtain both the cell phone and line.

The excuse that the providers gave for the high cost of 
their SIM packs was that the Nigerian Communications 
Commission (NCC) charged them exorbitant prices on their 
mast heads, and that in order to recoup the huge outlay in­
vested on the mast heads, it was inevitable for them to shift 
the burden to subscribers by way of initial high tariffs. How­
ever, over four years after, the services of all the GSM opera­
tors are so notoriously inept that many N igerians feel justi­
fiably shortchanged.

Compared to what obtains in some other countries in 
Africa, the services that the network providers are render­
ing leave much to be desired. The networks are unreliable, 
their services are, in the main mediocre, and the customer 
relations are, to say the least, discourteous. For instance, 
two weeks ago, many subscribers to a major provider must 
have lost several thousands, if not millions, of naira. Through­
out that period, services were off in most areas in Abuja and 
other states of the federation. People could not make or re­
ceive calls, and text messages were equally not going. At the 
end of the weekend, that network did not even have the cour­
tesy to tender any apology, like they used to do some years

his cultural editor had commissioned for the express purpose of 
causing offence). In that caricature o f an apology, he did not admit 
that the paper had done anything wrong. Rather, he blamed the 
Muslims’ poor understanding o f the Danish culture for their get­
ting so upset. Then he wondered, as did many media pundits, why 
Muslims were not buying his apology.

He also said in a separate comment that had he known the extent 
of Muslim anger, he would not have published those cartoons. 
Since then, the same cartoons have been reproduced by one news­
paper after another in Europe. How could these “especially com­
missioned works of art” be reproduced by other papers? Only if 
Jyllands-Posten, the original copyright holder, gave them permis-

posidve changes that the various network providers 
have made in the personal and business endeavours of Nige­
rians, but we befieve that by improving on then- current shoddy 
operations they can make an even greater impact on the lives 
of Nigerians. There have been instances when people get 
charged for caUs that neither the receiver nor the caller 
could bear or respond to, which neither makes neither moral 
nor commercial sense. And the increasing capriciousness 
of the networks can be disorienting for people who have been 
made to rely on these GSM networks for business and per­
sonal contacts.

That the progressive decline in the serv ices of these GSM 
networks also highlights the incompetence or irresponsi­
bility of government regulatory bodies Saddled with the task 
of keeping guard over standards in the industry. Therefore 
government through the regulating agency (NCC) decided 
to be alive to its duties becomes more troubling when it is 
realised that the single greatest achievement this govern­
ment touts at every available opportunity is its licensing of 
GSM operation in the country.

The National Communications Commission holds what it 
calls “Consumers’ Parliament,” but how effective have the 
parliamentary sessions been since they began? They have 
not succeeded in curbing the excesses of the mobile network 
providers nor have they addressed the real issues that bother 
Nigerian subscribers: high tariffs and epileptic services.

The Consumer Protection Council, another regulatory 
agency has a role in ensuring consumers get appropriate 
service at less cost.

But it is not only the government agencies that are 
complkit, through their inaction, in the extortion of Nigeri­
ans; the many consumer rights and NGOs in the country 
have been curiously silent in the face of the rape of subscrib­
ers by GSM service providers. Certainly, concerted effort to 
enforce a deduction in tariff accompanied by good service by 
the providers would show that they are alive to their respon­
sibilities.

For the GSM revolution to continue to have any meaning 
in the lives of Nigerians there is an ever-present need to 
thoroughly overhaul its services and tariffs. And this re­
quires the GSM service providers to embrace ethical busi- 

practices, and for government agencies charged with 
the responsibility of overseeing these operators to ensure 
consumers get a fair deal for their money.

Danish Prime Minister Rasmussen
sion to do so. That it should continue to let others reprint these 
despicable cartoons, while claiming that it had expressed its regret, 
is only fitting in a drama that continues to reveal the depths of
hypocrisy in which Europe is mired today.

In a different setting, Jan Lund, the paper’s foreign editor, was 
more open. In his Guardian interview, he said “We apologised for 
hurting the feelings o f a lot o f Muslims in this. But we don’t 
apologise for printing the cartoons.” (Translation: I am sorry your 
father was killed But I am not sorry for firing at him.)

And in the theatre of the absurd, the United Nations Secretary- 
General, Kofi Annan, offered his own wise counsel. Even as the 
offending cartoons continued to be reprinted, he urged Muslims to 
accept the publisher’s apology (which was never offered) and for­
get everything. “What is important is that die newspaper that ini­
tially published the cartoons has apologised, and I would urge my 
Muslim friends to accept the apology, to accept it in the name of 
Allah the Merciful, and let’s move on.”

It all started with a shrewdly prepared script Jyllands-Posten 
would publish deeply offensive cartoons o f Islam’s holiest person, 
the Prophet Muhammad I f  Muslims protested or tried to discuss it 
they would be ignored. I f  the protests grew louder, that would be 
even better. They would gleefully present the images o f the deeply 
hurt protesters fk>m around the Muslim world without ever explain­
ing what made them feel so hurt, so the audiences could easily 
draw the conclusions about these “extremists and fanatics.” That 
would fit in nicely with the current narrative about Islam and terror­
ism. In either case they would be winning.

And so it began. Stunned Muslims called the editor for a meeting 
and were refused. When ambassadors from twelve Muslim coun­
tries tried to arrange a meeting with the prime minister, he also 
refused to meet them, saying the government had nothing to do 
with the regulation of the media. This was a lie, but in this holy 
campaign, that did not matter. Both did find the occasion to lecture 
the complaining Muslims on the virtues o f democracy. Obviously, 
there was no place for a dialog in their “democracy.”  Democracy
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meant only one thing: their unending right to insult Islam and: 
Muslims and the unending obligation of Muslims to submit to; 
that.

Then something unexpected happened. People in the Muslim 
world decided to take some action beyond protests. They decided; 
to refuse to buy any products from Denmark. With just one com­
pany, Aria Foods, facing losses of 1.8 million dollars a day, the; 
scene changed. That is when the newspaper and the government 
issued half-hearted and disingenuous regrets.

Islam Teaches Decency and Dignity 
However, the media machine has framed it as a clash between 

Islam and the cherished European values of freedom of expres­
sion.

It is true that Islam teaches decency and prohibits provocations 
of followers o f other religions. It teaches that we are responsible 
for every word we utter and will have to account for it in the 
Hereafter-(Al-Qur’an, 50:18). The Prophet Muhammadsaid: “Any­
one who believes in Allah and the Last Day should either say 
something good or keep quiet ’’ Muslims revere all the Prophets 
of God, from Adam to Noah, to Abraham to Moses and Jesus 
(peace and blessing on them all), and finally, Prophet Muhammad, j 
While Muslims welcome debates with other religions, they want; 
to make sure it is a civilized debate. No ridicule, no insults. They are 
even prohibited from using bad words about the false gods o f 
other religions, meant only to hurt the feelings ofthgiHSJHowers. 
(Al-Qur’an, 6:108). Obviously it does not ■recognise the endless 
freedom to insult t

One will be hard-pressed to find comgjwiBle teachings in the 
Western world. 'I —

It is not that Europe is totally unaware o f the idea of responsibil­
ity that should limit the-ffcsederrt' o f expression. In every European 
country, there are laws restricting the limits o f expression. There 
are laws regarding libel, hate-speech, and invasion o f privacy, pro­
tection of national secrets, blasphemy, and anti-Semitism How­
ever, there is a fundamental difference between Islam and the West 
In Islam, the laws are based on eternal principles as laid down in 
the Qur’an and the teachings o f die Holy Prophet. In the West the 
laws and policies are a result o f compromises between competing 
interests. Stated principles provide a veneer but not the founda­
tion. For example, the U.K. had a law against blasphemy but when 
Muslims tried to invoke it against the blasphemy perpetrated by 
the Satanic Verses in 1989; they were told that the law protected 
only Christianity, not Islam What is die moral principle here? Why 
is curbing insults against Christianity a proper limitation o f the 
freedom of expression but curbing those against other religions is 
not? Because underlying-the law is not a moral principle, but a 
compromise between Christian and secular forces.

This can take very interesting forms. Thus, on the one hand 
even objective inquiry into die history (of die Holocaust) is banned 
and people presenting an alternative view of history are sent to 
prison without anyone remembering freedom o f expression; and 
on the other, the filthiest o f insults are permitted - even encouraged 
- against Islam. Very principled indeed!

The implementation of the laws follows the same “principled” 
approach. Thus, Denmark has laws regarding blasphemy as well 
as racism. Both of these laws have been violated in the current 
case, the assertion of the newspaper that it broke no laws, notwith­
standing. Section 266b o f die Danish Criminal Code provides: 

“Any person who, publicly or with the intention of wider dis­
semination, makes a statement or imparts other information by 
which a group of people are threatened, insulted cm- degraded an 
account o f their race, colour, national cm- ethnic origin, religion, or 
sexual inclination shall be liable to a fine or to imprisonment for any 
term not exceeding 2 years.”

And its section 140, which deals with blasphemy, reads:
“Those who publicly mock or insult the doctrines or worship of 

any religious community that is legal in this country, will be pun­
ished by a fine or incarceration for up to 4 months.

Similarly, section 142 of the Norwegian Penal Code provides for 
punishment for any person “who publicly insults or in an offen­
sive manner shows contempt for any religious creed...or for the 
doctrines or worship of any religious community lawfully existing 
here.”

That these laws provided no protection to the Muslims high­
lights the fact that despite their sizable populations, the Muslims 
carry no political weight in thefAiropean democracies.

Hence the importance of the economic boycott started by the 
grassroots in the Muslim countries.

The expressed worry o f the pundits in Europe is that the Mus­
lims do not understand their societies; their real wony is that the 
Muslims have begun to understand how these societies really 
work. The Muslims are realising that if they want to get any rights 
and respect there, they will have to show their weight. The boycott 
of products from offending countries is a result o f that realisation; 
and it is exactly the kind of step that, if continued patiently, can 
help Europe deal with its arrogance and Islam-phobia. Europe could 
then see that dealing with Muslims with respect is a good policy. 
And in a land where honesty is the best policy (not principle but 
policy), that is the best one can hope for.

This article was culled from the Internet.
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