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ustic.: Bola Yusuf of
Ibadanr ‘iigh court, yes-

terday ¢ rected the re-
instatement
Rasheed Ladoja as governor
of Oyo State pending the de-
termination of the
brought by 18 lawmakers
challenging the jurisdiction
of the court to entertain the
substantive suit brought by
the impeached governor.
“The status quo should
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L.adoja remains gov - Court

From Olumide Bajuiaiye,
Correspondent in Ibadan
remaifi with ('hichadbjé re-
turning as the state governor

till the 30th of January when
the court will rule on a pend-

LCC:

teau

s part of efforts to
prove charges of al-
leged financial impro-

priety against the Plateau
state governor, Chief Joshua
Dariye, the Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Commission
(EFCC), has secured a court

order freezing the accounts of

the state government.

The order is sequel to an
application by the EFCC to
the federal high court, Lagos,
to freeze 33 accounts of the
Plateau state government in
four commercial banks.

The astder was signed by
Mrs. S.0. Ogundele, an As-
sistant Registrar of the court.
It stated that the order was

for the immediate freezing of

the said accounts pending

From Andrew Agbese,
Correspondent (Jos)

the conclusion of investiga-
tion of the activities of per-
sons linked with the acts.

Following the order, the
EFCC has written to all the
banks concerned to stop pay-
ments from the accounts of
the Plateau state government.

The banks in question
are; Diamond Bank, Lion
Bank, Allstates Trust Bank
and Union Homes.

The petition also indicted
the Chief of Staff to the gov-
ernor, Chief Alex Molwus, the
state’s Commissioner of Fi-
nance, Mr. Emmanuel Agati,
the Accountant General and
many others.

Drug addict
Kills father

25-year-old drug ad-
dict, Ado Inusa, has
een arrested for alleg-

edly killing his father in
Kankia, Katsina state.

The suspect was alleged
to have murdered his 65-year-
old father, Mallam Inusa Sani,
who had been advising him
against drugs.

The incident happened at
about 9 pm at the weekend
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geria (NAN),

when the victim returned from
the mosque.

The accused was alleged
to have smoked Indian hemp
and attacked his late father
with a sword.

Eyewitness accounts al-
leged that before Sani could
get assistance, he had been
inflicted with deep cuts which
caused his instant death.

The News Agency of Ni-
reports that
neighbours reported the case
to the police who later ar-
rested the accuscd.

The mother of the sus-
pect, Malama Sa adatu Sani,
told NAN on Tuesday that
she was asleep when the in-
cident happened

She said: “I rcally don’t
know how it happened and I
was not even ablc to see his
body.”

Sa’adatu confirmed that

Cont. on Pg 2

ing case before it on whether
has jurisdiction to entertain
the case in the impeachment
saga”, Justice Yusuf said.
The same judge had ear-
lier declared the impeachment
of Ladoja as null and void.

Co

But in a swift reaction to
the development, the Plateau
State government, through
the Commissioner of Informa-
tion, Honourable Yakubu
Dati, said justice has in this
particular case been misap-
plied'as it was the state gov-
ernor that was being accused
of wrong doing and not the

he third edition of the
TTrust Annual Dia-
logue, a yearly event
organised by the Media
Trust Limited, publishers of
Daily Trust and Weekly Trust
newspapers holds today at
Ladi Kwali Hall, Sheraton
Hotel, Abuja.
The theme for this year’s
dialogue is “Corruption: The

Malam Nuhu Ribadu

Reacting to the ruling,
Lekan Latinwo (SAN) and
member of the anti-Ladoja
defence team faulted the rul-
ing, saying the new governor,
Adebayo Alao-Akala, was
duly and constitutionally

people and government of the
state.

The commissioner said
the timing of the injunction is
suspect, coming at a time
when the state governor is
making efforts to deliver de-
mocracy dividends to the
people adding that the state

governinent would appeal the

Trust Dialo

By Emmaruel Bello,
Poli wal Edztor

Troublc With ngerla and
will feature “hc shairman of
the Economic ar. Finaaeial
Crimes Commissios* (EFCu

Malam Nuhu Ribadu, as
speaker. Others are Gen.
Ishola Williams (rtd) and Pro-

sworn-in hence he remains
the governor of Oyo state.
Also reacting, former NBA
national chairman, Wole
Olanipekun (SAN) and a
member of Ladoja’s defence
team, insisted that the rule of

freez
vt accounts

order.

“We will definitely appeal,
we will appeal against the or-
der because it will greatly af-
fect the good people of Pla-
teau State,” he said.

The EFCC in December
2005, re-submitted a petition
to the Plateau state House of
Assembly indicting the gov-

fessor Attahiru Jega, Vice
Chancellor of the Bayero Uni-
versity, Kano.

T occasion will by

cha v Major Gen.Garba
Ali .mmed (rtd) and the
ch” . cher is Alhaji (Dr)

Anko Dangote. The book to
be launched is entitled “Re-

Prof. Attahiru Jega
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law must prevail, adding tl
Ladoja is not the cause
the present agitation goi
on over the impeachment
the governor per se, but t}
the rule of law and respc
for the constitution mu
prevail.

According to him, sin
there has been a breach
the law and the constitutior
all other things that ha:

Cont. on Pg. ?

ernor as well as other officials
of the state government for
financial misdeeds. The pe!
tion listed about five banks
and financial institutions
through which the alleged fi
nancial transactions were car
ried out.
The petition claimed that
Cont. on Pg. ?

gue holds today

Model?,” a publication con
taining the papers delivered
in the previous edition of the
dialogue during which astute
academics expounded on the
nation’s economy.

This year’s topic is com
ing on the heels of the re
newed anti-corruption cru
Cont. on Pg. 2




“a Diamond Bank cheque for
N204 million was cleared into
Ebenezer Retnam accounts on
the instructions of Dariye.

The EFCC also said it dis-
covered that “between De-
cember 11,2001 and April 27
2004, N31.7 million was pr.d
from the Plateau state gov -m-
ment account “called ac count
payable maintained at Lion
Bank Plc to Dariy= company
at Allstates Trust Bank.”

One of the officials who
spoke to Daily Trust on con-
dition of anonyanity, said no-
body is sure when the order
will be lifted.

But the state’s commis-
sioner of information ex-
pressed surprise that the
EECC which was given an
opportunity to prove its case
before the House of Assem-
bly, could fail to turn up only
 for it to go and obtain a court
- order.

“Since they do not have a
case with the state govern-
ment, it shows that their tar-
get all along is not the gover-
nor but the good people of
Plateau State,” he declared.

Meanwhile, chairman of

the Economic and Financial
Crime commission EFCC,
Mallam Nuhui Ribadu, yester-
day, left members of the Pla-
teau state House of Assem-
i bly waiting for over three
hours as he failed to appear
i before the House committee
| investigating allegations of
 graft against the Plateau State
igovernor, Chief Joshua
Dariye.

The EFCC chairman was
expected to appear before the
panel at 10.00 am yesterday
to clarify issues on the peti-
tion submitted to the House
alleging various cases of fi-
nancial impropriety against
the governor.

But after waiting for over
- an hour, the committee de-
cided to go on break.

Some few minutes after 11
a.m while agreeing to recon-
vene at 12 noon to enable the
EFCC chairman and his team
enough time to get to the
venue of the probe.

When it was 12 noon,
chairman of the committee,
Alhaji Usman Zumunta
Musa, announced to the
members that there was a
need to give the “EFCC man
more time and asked that the
committee break again to re-
convene at 1.30pm.

But by 1.30 pm when it
was evident that the EFCC
team was nowhere near the
premises of the State Assem-
bly, the committee adopted a
motion to adjourn the sitting
to 12 noon today.

Chairman of the commit-
tee informed media men that
the EFCC has not communi-
cated with them and that the
committee has decided to ad-
journ to the next day.

He explained that the tim-
ing will not clash with the ex-
pected appearance of some of
the members of Pariye’s cabi-
net, stressing that precedence
would be given to EFCC if
they should come since the
EFCC is the petitioner in the
case.

“The priority will go to the
petitioner if the EFCC should
appear at the same time with
our invitees tomorrow,” he
promised.

Zumunta Musa who con-
e A s s TN Aid nnt

: EFCC Cont. from pg. l

their inabi' .y to honour the '
invitatior , said he is not go-
ing to puss judgment on them
“as t'.ey may have good rea-
s~-.s for not coming.”

But in a telephone chat |
with Daily Trust shortly after |
the committee adjourned sit-

ting, Head of Public Affairs of
the EFCC, Mr. Osita Nwaja,
expressed surprise that the
EFCC did not turn up for the
probe as according to him, a
team had already left Abuja
to meet with the committee.
He said the team may
have been held up due to

“transportation problems” as

according to him, the EFCC
was not sure of the time they
were supposed to meet with
the committee yesterday.

Nwaja further confirmed
that the EFCC chairman will
not make an appearance as he
(Ribadu), is supposed to de-
fend the budget of the com-
mission at the National As-
sembly.

“But the EFCC has good |

represéntatives in the team
they have sent to Jos,” he
added.

L4
Ladoja
Cont. from pg. 1
happened since the impeach-
ment are an aberration.
Meanwhile, fear contin-
ues to reign supreme in the
city as residents of the em-
battled state continue to stay
indoors following increased
opposition to the new admin-
istration in the state.
Unsure of the next politi-
cal development following
the removal of Governor

Ladoja by 1dyalists of Alhaji
Lamidi Adedibu, most work-
ers have refused to resume |
work at the state secretariat
while parents have also held

back their children from go-
ing to schools.
Investigations by our cor-

: respondent revealed that

most of the public schools in

. the state were deserted with

no sign of pupils and teach-
ers.
In the Ibadan metropolis,

- most of the markets were also
. shut while there were no trad-

ers at the roadsides stalls. The
roads were also deserted as
commercial bus drivers with-

drew their vehicles from the
roads solidarity with
Ladoja

Despite assurances by

the police and the new gov-
ernor of the state, Alao-Akala,
to workers and residents to
resume their normal activities,
most residents expressed ap-
prehension at the unfolding
political crisis in the state and
have decided to be cautious.

The situation was not
helped by the deployment of
hundreds of heavily armed
anti-riot policemen on the
roads and strategic peints in
the city.

In a statement by the

v

UAD’s convener, Abiodun
Aremu. the group has
mapped out series of mass

protests to force out the new
administration, warning
Akala to stop parading him-
self as the substantive gov-
emnor of Oyo State.

He urged the Inspector-
General of Police, Sunday
Ehindero, to return Ladoja’s
security details to him to en-
able him perform his consti-
tutianal duties as savernor of
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Air crashes: Senate c¢’ttee threatens

he Senate standing
I Committee on Aviation
probing the circum-
stances of the Bellview plane
crash has threatened to com-
pel the appearance before it
of the director of the Accident
Investigation and Prevention
Bureau (AIPB), of the aviation
ministry.

Issuing the threat yester-
day in Abuja at the opening
of a public hearing on the
crash of a Bellview airliner
October 22 last year, chairman
of the committee, Senator
Mohammed Ibrahim, said the
panel had asked the director
to appear yesterday but since
he refused with no known rea-
son, the last option was to
compel his attendance.

Ibrahim cited section 88 of
the constitution to prove that
the panel has powers to sum-
mon any official and order his
arrest if he fails to honour
summons.

Trouble began when
Ibrahim asked the Nigeria Civil
Aviation Authority (NCAA),
to tender certain documents
relating to the crashed airliner
but the NCAA boss said such
materials were in the custody
of AIPB which incidentally
did not appear at the hearing.

Earlier, acting permanent
secretary of the aviation min-
istry had informed the panel
that the AIPB director could
not come because the infor-
mation at his disposal was too
sensitive for public consump-
tion and apologised on behalf
of the director.

This irked the senators
who argued that there was no
information that they cannot

Drug
Cont. from pg. 1
her son was a drug addict.

The state police public
relations officer, Mr. Adamu
Yusuf, confirmed the inci-
dent.

The suspect, he said,
would be examined by medi-
cal doctors to ascertain his
mental condition.

Trust

Cont. from pg. 1

sade of government and the
growing controversy sur-
rounding the exercise.

The previous edition had
centred on the economy with
renowned economist, Profes-
sor Sam Aluko, delivering a
paper entitled, “Reforming
Nigeria: the Economic Dimen-
sion,” in which he examined
the centrality of the lower
rung of society and its sur-
vival in stimulating growth.

Malam Sanusi Lamido
Sanusi also delivered a dis-
sertation on the importance
for the anti-corruption cru-
saders to live above board if
their efforts will have any sig-
nificance.

Dignitaries expected to
grace the event include HRH

Alhaji Sulu Gambari, Emir of

Ilorin, who is also the royal
father of the day. Others are
Chief Ken Nnamani, Senate
president and special guest of
honour, Alhaji Bello Masari,
Speaker, House of Represen-
tatives and Hon (Dr)
Zephaniah B. Jisalo, AMAC

By Habeebl Pindiga, |
. Assistant Political Editor |

subpoena saying if the direc-
tor had appeared and pleaded

to speak in camera, they might
have obliged.
Senator Tokunbo

Afikuyomi, James Manager
and Baba Tella said the rea-
sons given were not plausible
as the senate committee had
wide probe powers and right
to be given any information
in the process.

Afikuyomi specifically
cited sections 6 and 88 as well
as the second schedule to the
constitution to push the point
further that no organ or indi-
vidual has investigative pow-
ers higher that that of the leg-
islature.

Manager said the
director’s action was con-

arrest of aviation official

temptuous of the legislature
and urged that the committee
take a firm decision.

Summing up contribu-
tions of the lawmakers,
Ibrahim said the committee
would meet to discuss invok-
ing the powers of enforcing
appearance of officials as
granted by the constitution.

Giving testimonies on the
Bellview crash, managing di-
rector of the Nigeria Airspace
Management Agency
(NAMA), Mr. Rowland lyayi,
said the radar equipment was
off for maintenance work at
the time the ill-fated Bellview
plane crashed. He, however
said this could not have led
to the crash but may partly
be responsible for the de-
layed location of the crash
site

lyayi said the radar had to

Prbﬁ Babalola Borishade,
Aviation Minister

be switched off during week-
ends for maintenance when
air traffic was low. The radar
at the Murtala Mohammed
International Airport, Lagos
according to him had beer

installed in 1978 which “is
light years behind whut 1s ac
ceptable today.”

Four Kkilled as unrest
heightens in Ivory Cost

angladeshi United Na-
tions peacekeepers
have pulled out of a

camp in western Ivory Coast
after clashing with support-
ers of President Laurent
Gbagbo, with the Ivorian
forces doing little to prevent
street protests.

Four of the protesters
were killed after a UN base in
Guiglo, 300km (187 miles) from
Abidjan, was attacked.

After three days of pro-

 tests, the crisis is escalating
. with youths surrounding UN

and French buildings in
Abidjan, the main city,a BBC
correspondent said.

Gbagbo’s supporters are
angry at attempts to dissolve
parliament.

International mediators
this week recommended that
parliament, whose mandate
has expired, be discontinued.

The BBC’s James
Copnall, in Abidjan, says the

national assembly is one of

Mr Gbagbo’s last power
bases in divided Ivory Coast.

Following the mediators’
move, the ruling party pulled
out of the transitional govern-
ment and UN-backed peace
talks and called on the 10,000

The Emir of Zazzau, Dr. Shehu Idris (Ieft/ and the Etsu-’\rupe, Alhaji Yahaya

during the presenmm n nf thc National Mosque rehabilitation committee repori 1o

By Abdu Labaran
Malumfashi, Foreign Desk
Editor, with agency reports

French and UN peacekeepers
to leave.

The country has been
split in two since a failed coup
attempt in 2002. Ivorian rebels
who control the north, say the
country is on the brink of war.

Nigerian  President,
Olusegun Obasanjo, is due to
arrive Ivory Coast on
Wednesday for talks with Mr
Gbagbo on the latest crisis.

In the early hours of
Wednesday, the UN base at
Guiglo was besieged by
youths supporting President
Gbagbo, known as “Young
Patriots”.

The 300-strong Bangla-
deshi peacekeeping force sta-
tioned there responded with
force.

“They had to defend
themselves,” said Captain
Gilles Combarieu, a UN mili-
tary observer.

“I know there are four from
among the attackers [who
were killed],” UN spokes-
woman, Margherita Amodeo,
told Reuters.

The UN decided to aban-
don the base and the pe:

1CC-

ALL20 cinndadidan

keepers were beir

drawn to the dem ¢
zone further north. Cap
Combarieu said.

Our correspondent says
the Young Patriots are als
now in control of virtually a

the main streets in Abidjan

For a third day. youths
are stopping cars and check
ing identity papers at road
blocks. There is littlc public
transport and debris fron
Tuesday’s unrest is strewn
across roads.

Despite a ban on street |

demonstrations, the Ivorias

security forces have not actes
to stop the protests. The
have been few violent ing
dents but Abidjan «nd se»
eral other cities are paralyse

International 1 ato
were appointed by UN
help steer the co 3
wards elections duc

But the wruling
Popular Frovt.(FPI
the international ¢
of carrying out
tional coup d’etat’

A spokesman fi
New Forces whic
north. responded
not a future for Ivo
the FPI succeeds 1
putsch against the
cess. Tha
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9.30am -
9.40am -
9.50 am -
955am -
1000am -
10.10-10.20 am
10.20-10.30 am

10.30-10.40 am

10.40-10.50 am
10.50-11.00 am

11.00-11.10am
11.10-11.30 am

11.30-11.50 pm
11.50-12.10 pm
12.10-12.30 pm
12.30-12.50 pm
12.50-1.20 pm

1.20-1.30 pm

1.30pm -

PROGRAMME OF EVENTS

Participants and invited guests arrive

Arrival of speakers, discussants, chairman of the occasion (Major Gen. Garba Ali Mohammed (Rtd) and
chief launcher (Alhaji (Dr.) Aliko Dangote cox. )

Arrival of Royal father of the day (HRH Alhaji Sulu Gambari, Emir of Hlorin)

Arrival of chief host, Chairman, Abuja Municipal Area Council (Hon. (Dr.) Zaphaniah B. Jisalo)

Arrival of Special Guest of Honour, Chief Ken Nnamani, Senate President, Federal Republic cf Nigeria
Arrival of Speaker, Fed. House of Reps (Alh. Aminu Bello Masari)and All State Governors National Anthem
Opening prayers

Introduction of guests by MC

Welcome address by the Chairman Board of

Directors of Media Trust Limited

Opening remarks by the chairman of'the

occasion

Remarks by the Chief Host, Hon. (Dr.) Zaphaniah B. Jisalo

Remarksby the Special Guest of

Honour, Chief Ken Nnamani

Bookreview by Abubakar Sanusi

MC announces launching of book by

the Chief Launcher, Alhaji Aliko Dangote & Co-launchers

MC announces book sale to audience

Presentation of first paper : >

Presentation of second paper

Presentation of third paper

Comments and Questions on the papers

presented

Vote of thanks by Alhaji Isiag A Ajibola,

Executive Director, Media Trust Limited

Closing prayers
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'market

MYhe National Democratic
Party (NDP) has raised

alarm that the recent
call for a confederal system
of government by a political
pressure group, the Southern
Forum, is a plot to drag
Nigeria to war and rent the
country apart. -

The Party however called
on Nigerians to bury their
differences and unite against
the plots, which it said is
targeted at destroying the
corporate existence of Nig-
eria as an indivisible entity.

The Deputy National
Chairman of NDP, Prince
Chudi Chukwuani who gave
the party’s position at its
secretariat in Abuja said the
NDP believes in the oneness
of Nigeria and does not subs-
cribe to the call for a confe-
deral system of government
as-advocated by the Sout-
hern Forum because it is not

‘only strange to the consti-

tution of the country, but that

ysterious fire has
gutted the busiest
part and heart of the

Main Market of Sabon-Gari
Zana in Kaduna state leaving
no iota of item in the 327
shops affected and in which
property of unquantifiable
millions of naira were
: destroyed.

. The source of the fire
‘ which was noticed at about

' 2.40am Monday, according to
' the chairman of the market

committee, Alhaji Ibrahim D.
D. Umar, has not been ascert-

‘ained up to the time of filing

this report, but independent

s investigations by Daily Trust

revealed that the incident
might not be unconnected
with the usual tempering of
light by the Power Holding
Company of Nigeria (PHCN)

‘which often results in the

destruction of users’

- electrical appliances.

The chairman of the
committee who
informed Daily Trust that this

' incident is the third since the

market was constructed in the
sixties, the second of which
was last year when thirty nine

' shops were razed with prop-
| erty worth several millions of
i naira lost to the fire.

Alhaji Umar Lamented
that what is more mysterious
about the latest fire incident
in the market, is the area
involved. “This incident hap-
pened at the heart of the ma-
rket and the shops affected
a‘c those owned by the
w calthiest businessmen in
th & market who apart from the
property worth several hun-
dreds of millions of naira that
were lost, had a lot of money
kept in the shops” he reve-
aled.

The chairman also lame-
nted that considering the time
the fire incident occurred,
men of the underworld and
miscreants took advantage of
the incident and broke into
p=ople’s shops, particularly
provision stores, where they
¢ ted with a lot of valuables
ar 4 money.

One of the victims and the
worst hit by the fire incident,
Alhaji Kamaludeen who was
reported to have fainted
when he saw the extent of

By Hammeed M Bello

such calls are allegedly spon-
sored by enemies of the cou-
ntry to create a war situation
for their selfish interest. This,
he said, is unacceptable to the
opposition party, which has
been underground for
sometime.

While making reference to
the position paper (commu-
niqué) issued by the Sout-
hern Forum as signed by
Ambassador M T Mbu who
is chairman of the Forum, in
which the Forum want the
country to adopt the confe-
deral system of government,

and the threat by the recent |

Southern stakeholders

meeting in Enugu to pull out |

of the country should the

presidency not remain in the |

south in 2007, Chukwuani
said the country is greater
than a group of individuals,

and that nobody can change

Fire guts Sabon
Gari market

FromWazi' 1 Isa G'vantu,
Correspe cent, Zaria

destiaction by the fire and |
the anount o“ wor.ey lostto |
it, was unab:e to speak to |
Daily Trust oving to the state |

of shock in wh ¢l he was.
However, relation ofan-

other most af ected victims, |

Alhaji Yunu.a who is away
in Saudi Arzbi- for Hajj, told

Daiiy stk he (Alhaji |

Yunusa) has had a total ot

eight shop: completely |

destroyed by :he fire.
Commen ‘ng on
incident, the ticputy Gove-
rnor of Kadurna state, Mr.
Ibrahim Patrick Yakowa who
was at the scene of the inci-

the :

dent to commiserate with the |

victims, assured them that
the Kaduna state gover-
nment would set up a comm-

ittee to look into the source |

of the fire, asses and sec how
it would assist the victims.

Also, the Emir of Zazzal, |

Alhaji (Dr) Shehu Idris who | (:6'505607” observing that

commiserated with the
victims assured that he
would work hand-in-hand
with the government to
ensure that the Government
came to their assistance and
to also look at the possibility
of building a new market to

supplement the present one |
which is over populated and |

lacked fire fighting equip-
ments to be used to contain
such incidences.

Mallam Isa Ahmed, Head

the constitution just to
achieve selfish interest.

*“ We will not have a stable
democracy with freq-uent
constitutional changes, and
those evil men and women
who want to throw the cou-
ntry in turmoil should visit
Iraq and see the unbearable
situation in that once peac-
eful and enterprising country
Nigeria is one nation and
does not need war,” he said

He said the sordid expe-
rience of the Nigeria civil war

is still fresh in the minds of

people, and urged Nigerians

- NDP kicks against confedéfal sys:ém

to throw stones at anybody
who want to drag the nation
to another undesirable war
for selfish reasons because
such people are enemies of
Nigerians.

He said the NDP is rejects
any third term for any public
office holder, and challenged
the Independent Electoral
Commission (INEC) to
immed:2i>ly come up with a
credible voter register and
polling cer.tres to address the
doubts by Nigerians as to
the sincerity of government
toconducta fic and faire

tion in 2007. He also called
on members of the National
Assembly to move against
plots to amend the constit-
ution to extend the tenure of
the government.

Also, he said the NDP is
opposed to plans by INEC to
adopt the electronic voting
system because it is prone to
rigging, adding that bulk of
the Nigerian electorate live in
the rural areas, and that their
level of literacy cannot cope
with the electronic voting
system.

He said the NDP rejects
the suspected third term
agenda; and supports a cred-
ibie transition from the current
government to another
through a credible election

= = : : . B " i Sl S
Kaduna State Commissioner of Agriculture, Alhaji Lawal Samaila Abdullahi (left) discussing with
the Director General of Bureau for Public Enterprises (BPE), Mrs. Irene Chigbue, at the formal
kanding over ceremony of Federal Superphosphate Fertilizer Company Limited, Kaduna to Hekio

Consortium.

Pix: Shehu K. Goro

2007: Parties should
determine power shift —4woniyi

hainman of the Arewa
Consultative Forum
(ACF)
Mopa, Chief Sunday Awo-
niyi, said political parties
should be allowed to deter-
mine the direction of power

it is not a constitutional
matter.

He decried attempts by
President Obasanjo to make
the issue a national one with
the potential of pitching the
North against the South in a
perpetual strife for power.

“This we must guard
against. 2007 should not be
allowed to divide us as a
people because it is a divisive
issue and one that has the

| potential to polarise the

of Fire Service Unit of the |

Ahmadu Bello University,

(A.B.U.) Zaria who was at the |

forefront of bringing the fire
under control decried that
lack of access road into the
market was what led to the
consumption of the 327
shops out of 4000 in the
market by the fire. “When we
came in to combat the fire,
there was no single road for
us to enter into the market,
what we did however was to
bulldoze our way so we could
get a strategic position from
where we could arrest the
situation and that was how
we were able to bring the fire
under control with the hel

nation,” Chief Awoniyi said
in a telephone interview with
Daily Trust yesterday.

It was not worth it for the
north to fight or’ engage in a
clash with our southern
brothers, he said “This is
what President Obasan{o
wants: Moving a purely
political issue into the public
arena and using it as a conv-
enient weapon to pitch the
North against the South. It is
a ploy and it is an evil one,”
he said.

Chief Awoniyi also cauti-
oned Northern politicians to
refrain from “blanket attack
onh their southern friends.

. “Because 2007 is an issue

of Kaduna State fire service”. |

Malam Isa noted.

which mature politicians can
tackle, once the manipulative
hands of the president are

| removed.”

and Aro of

By Emmanuel Bello,
Political Editor

He also explained his
remarks at the occasion of the
40th anniversary -of the
Sardauna’s death in which he
said that the president, in
conjunction with the ruling
Peoples Democratic Party
( PDB), has perfected plans to
continuously enmesh the
North and the South in a
skirmish over the politics of
succession.

He said that rather than
play into the hands of their
traducer, Northern politicians
should work anonymously

with their southern partners
with a view to foster unity.
“We must not do or say
anything to wreck the
anonymous relationship
which has been developed
over the years at schools, in
the universities, in the public
services, in the professions
in business and in politics.
“These are the building
blocks with which great
nations are built. We must not
allow Obasanjo to destroy
them. No single southerner
that I have spoken to
supports this dangerous
ame of South versus North,”
e reiterated.

Former defence minister dies at 75

ormer Minister of

Defence and Walin

llorin, Alhaji Mahmoud
Akanbi Oniyangi died in the
early hours of Tuesday at the
age of 75.

Alhaji Oniyangi passed
on at the University of Ilorin
Teaching Hospital after a
brief illness. He was buried
according to Islamic rites at
his residence, Agba Dam qu-
arters, Ilorin at about | p.m.

Alhaji Oniyangi, a lawyer
also served the Shagari

: administration as a Commu-

nication Minister. He was one

“of the founders of the first

community school in Ilorin,
emirate, Ilorin United School

. in the early 1940s,
' He gained prominence as

From Abdulrazaq Adebayo,
Correspondent (llorin)

youth leader and lawyer and
served in various political
offices at state and federal
levels under the military rule
until the advent of partisan
politics in 1978.

The Chief Imam of Ilorin
Alhaji Mohammed Bashir, led
the funeral prayer which
preceded the burial and was
attended by top state gove-
riiment officials including the
secretarg to government,
Alhaji Ibrahim Adelodun,
Chief of Staff to Governor
Saraki, Alhaji Ganiyu Cook
Olododo, Commissioner for
Health, Dr. Femi Ogunshola,
friends, relations, ahd polit-
ical associates.

Jigawa offers
to return
indigenous
immigrants

From Hassan A Karofi.
in Mecca

he Jigawa state gove
rmment has offered t«
return all indigenous

immigrants resident in the
kingdom of Saudi Arabia as :
register for interested imn
rants have been openec
the state office in Mecca

Daily Trust reports
already 30 immigrants h
registered at the office
indicate their willingness t«
return home.

While explaining the
rational behind the offer.
secretary tothe Jigawa state
government Lawan Yau Roni
told our reporter that the ges-
ture was to enable interested
Jigawa state indigenes resi-
dent in the'kingdom to return
home as government is ready
to finance their return apart
from possible rehabilitation
through skills provision.

He also revealed that the

. immigrants had wisited

Governor Ibrahim Turaki

. were they expressed their

wish to be returned home and

. the Governor kindly acce-

pted there wish.
“When they came and

: expressed there wishes, the
i Governor graciously acce-

pted to help return them
home, he therefore asked
them to bring anybody intere-
sted to return and that is why
we open a register for those
wishing to return home,” he
added.

Daily Trust reports that
most the immigrants have no
travel documents to facilitate
their return home and this
forces the state government
to initiate moves in conju-
nction with the Nigerian aut-
horities to acquire passports
for the willing returnees.

One of the returning
immigrants Muktar Sani
informed our reporter that he
was lured into coming to the
holyland by some people in
Kazaure after he paid them
over N100.000.00.

He disclosed that parents
are paid between N200.000
TO N2250.000 to let their
children be taken to
holyland mostly for begging
and other petty jobs.

*“What happen is that
when you are brought by this
people they sold you to a
particular woman who them
carry you to interested hous-

. eholds for petty domestic

choirs and in some cases if
you are unfortunate to fall at
the hands of dubious chara-
cters you are used to steal or
prostitution i9n the case of
girls,” he revealed.

Muktar however said
they decided to utilise the
opportunity given by Gove-
rnor Turaki because acco-
rding to him they are tired of
the dehumanizing ways they
are being treated in the
holyland.

As you see me | have
been severally arrested by
the police but I always
escaped at times with broken
limps” he added.

The returning immigrants
are expected to be rehabil-
itated and offered available
jobs to ensure that they do

not return to the holyland,
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I’m not guilty of treason

he leader of the
Movement for the
Actualisation of the

| Sovereign State of Biafra
(MASSOB), Chief Ralph
Uwazurike, has asked the
federal high court to dismiss
the treason charges preferred
against himby the federal
government on the grounds
that there are no sufficient
- evidence to prosecute him.

. Counsel to the accused,
. Chief Mike Ahamba (SAN),
 who made the application,

 also alleged that his clients !

: were maltreated by the State
' Security Services (SSS)
‘officials for the past two
months despite the court
order that they be kept in a
- humane environment.
He told the court that the
' accused were kept in chains.
i Chief Mike Ahamba
' (SAN), had moved his motion

for the bail of the seven |
‘accused persons noting that |

- even though they are being
arraigned for treason, it was
‘ a bailable offence.

. & Ahamba argued that the
 capital nature of the offence
doés not cripple the authority
of the court to grant bail since
the information before the
court has not yet preferred
any charges against his
client.

He said, “I would like to
draw the court’s attention to
the burden of information
and other papers before it,
we submit that the process
was neither a formal charge
nor an information with
‘which a reasonable charge
can be filed before the court™.

“The issue creates a
‘prima-facie’ doubt about the
case and so it is at the
discretion of the court to

~grant bail”. s
1c <He said that smce,the

_accused persons had denied ;

— MASSOB leader tells court

By Ruby Rabiu,
Senior Reportel

thexr innocence; it was the
duty of the prosecution to
bring forward some proof of
evidence to prove to the court
that they have enough
evidence to try the accused
persons.

Ahamba asked the court

to make an order that they be
remanded in prison custody
until the next adjourned date,
in the event that bail was not
granted.

The Director of Public
Prosecution, Sahilu Aliyu,
asked the court to discard the
remarks by the accused
persons that they are being
kept under inhumane

environment. He said that
they were being provided
with all necessary facilities
including access to their
counsel.

Justice Binta Nyako
adjourned

reply to the arguments made
by Ahamba for the bail of the |
accused persons.

Man bags three months
for stealing motorcycle

n Abuja magistrate
court has sentenced
one Etudaiye Sam to

three months in prison for
stealing a  Jincheng
motorcycle valued at N18,000.

The accused person was
found guilty by magistrate
Audu Dogo who however
gave him an option of N3,000
fine.

The complainant, Mr.
Moses Luke, told the court
that he was on his way to
repair his motorcycle recently
when the accused and his
friend accosted him and
forcefully collected the bike
from him along Tipper Garage
road.

Mr. Moses Luke said he
immediately lodged a com-
plaint at the police station

nearby which led to the arrest -

of the accused person.

Earlier, the accused
person who pleaded guilty,
told the court that he did not
accost anyone but that he
stole the bike as it stood at
the road side and when he
was arrested by the police he
admitted the offence.

He urged the court to
temper _HUSIICC with jmercy, as

it was the economic snuatlon

fact=

Tnene-

that pushed“him to

Tha meacacrntar

ctor Emmanuel Lafet, told the
court to try the accused
person summarily in view of
his plea of guilt, adding that
the accused person was a
first time offender and had no
criminal records.

The Chief Magistrate
Usman Shauibu sentenced
the accused person to three
months or to pay a fine of
IN3,000.

Meanwhile, one Dalhatu
Musa was jailed two months

for stealing the handset of a*

police officer.

The accused person who
was convicted of theft was
said to have entered an office
at Total filling station at Wuse
Zone one and took away
Sergeant Yusuf Ewansiha’s
Nokia handset while it was
being charged.

The prosecutor, Corporal
Ahmed Ameh, told the court
to try the accused person
summarily since he had
pleaded guilty to the charges.

Thé accused person
pleaded for leniency, urging
the court to temper justice
with mercy.

Chief Magistrate Usman

‘Shailibu, Whilé' giving his

ruling, Yaid thé “accused

‘persor: had shown remorse

for his action and sentenced

him to two months in prison
or to pay a fine of N1,500.

Also one Mr. Stanley
Ebere also appeared before
the magistrate court for
allegedly stealing a handset
and a video compact disc
player.

The stolen items belo-
nged to one Peter Anosike
and is valued at about
N25,000 by the police.

The accused person who
is being charged with theft |

contrary to section 288 of the
penel code pleaded not guilty
to the charge.

The prosecutor, Corporal
Ahmed Ameh, told the court
that the complainant, Mr.
Peter Anosike had reported
that the accused person had
removed the said items from

his room without his
consent.
Corporal Ameh asked for

a date to enable him produce
witnesses to prove his case.
He however did not oppose
the bail application of the
accused person.

The magistrate, Audu
Dogo, granted the accused
person bail in the,sum of
N50,000 with one sufety in

< like sum‘and 4djburned the

ase ito’ Jamharyr 3d,ofor

hearing.

. Kilankwa,

N2.3 million meant to execute
the construction of a Dam at
Kwali local
government council, Abuja.

The accused persons,
Bello Abdulkareem, who is
said to be a staff of Wema
Security and Finance Plc,
Abuja and Stanley Chiedozie,
who is the engineer at the
construction site, were
alleged to have conspired
and converted the money to
their personal use.

The first information
report indicated that Jude
Chukwude had petitioned

Police, that the first accused,
Bello Abdulkareem,
asked to disburse the loan of
N2.3 million awarded for the
project.

The report stated that on
getting to the site, he
conspired with the site
engineer, Stanley Chiedozie
who resides at plot 4, FCDA
quarters, Kubwa, Abuja.

The report alleged that
they “jointly and criminally
averted the sum of N1.4
million out of the N2.3 million
to their personal use.

The two suspects who

was

the Inspector-General of

are being charged with joint |
act, criminal breech of trust |
and cheating, pleaded not |

. guilty to the charges.

The prosecutor, ASP

. Ojobo Godwin, urged the
the case to

January 23, for the State to |

court to grant him an
adjournment to enable him
assemble witnesses for the
hearmg

Twoin court over
‘embezzlement 0of N2.3m

i o person have been
i dragged before an
Abuja magistrate court

i for allegedly spending over

= ByHallmaS Sale

The magistrate Audu
Dogo granted two
accused persons bai' in the
sum of N2.5 million each with
two sureties in like sum and
adiourm.d the 8

January 30 for hear

Kidnapping:
Two UBA
staff in cot irt

From Mohammed S

Lago

wo staff ¢
Bank for A
group |

ced before
ta magistrate

&I arge of kidnapp
Julius Okhvele
Omoruyi Fest
according to t
sheet, were allegec
sometimes in Jan
year at the Stand:
Bank, Balogun

Lagos, kidnapped
Ahmed.

They were allege 1ave
unlawfully confis anc
deprived Tasiu Ahm fh
liberty and freedom
him from his bu

» Q.

King

c5S

remises at 20 Sanni Adewale
treet, Lagos, to STB,
Balogun branch and later to
the headquarters of the bank

at Oyin Jolayeni Street,
Victoria Island in Lag

The prosecution told the
court that the alleged oTence
contravenes section 516 and
364 of the criminal code, cap
17 Vol. 2 laws of Lagos state

| olegena 2003.

POLICE EMERGENCY PHONE LINES

Route/coverage area Telephone numbers
‘Apo (Gudu) Legislative 0806 580 3210
- Mechanic Village 0804 231 5582
?Asokoro/Maitama District 0806 580 3206
i 0804 490 7942

Central Business District
(Construction and Independence 0806 580 3203
Avenues)/City Gate Giri Junction 0804490 7939
‘Garkil &1II 0806 580 3205
! 0804 490 7941
Jabi/Utako/Gwarimpa I & I/ 0806 580 3207
Karmo/Gwagwa 0804 490 7943
Karu/Nyanya 0806 580 3208
0804491 1520
Kubwa/Bwari/Zuba/ 0806 580 3209
Dei-Dei Route 0804491 1496
- ‘Roving Unit 08065803211
: 0804491 1526
Wause I & 1T 0806 580 3204
% 0804 490 740
Zuba/Gir/Kwali/Abaji Highway (1) 0806 580 3201
: 0804491 1523
Zuba/Giri/Kwali/Abaji Highway (2) 0806 580 3202
0804491 1524

Other Hot Lines
Compol/DC OPS Numbers

FCT Police Commissioner’s Director Line 09-2341470
‘Office of FCT Police Commissioner 09-2341500

FCT Deputy Police Commissioner (operation) 09-2341x11

Co-ordinator MOPOL Visiting Units

& 3 § i
Py s e oyt 9

‘L Othérs’

0802301 9 ‘i
0805591 77

ol i (a0

n 080320039}3 092341499, 09 +2341198, 09523871
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Car snatching on
the increase in PH

ases of car snatching
is on the increase in
various parts of
_Rivers state although police
say they are doing their best
to bring the spate down even
as they announced the
recovery of brands of various
stolen vehicles.

Various cases of car snat-
ching were recorded during
the festive period and the
police have been on the trail

From Ikenna Emeka Okpani,
Bureau Chief, Port Harcourt

of most of the missing
vehicles wit-hout success.
Our investi-gations revealed
that a case occurred on the
Port Harc-ourt-Aba
expressway where a man lost
his Prado jeep with a special
plate number to armed
robbers who were said to be
dressed in police uniform.

Our reporter gathered
that the robbers stopped the
man in the jeep and he pulled
over only for them to ask him
to come down from the
vehicle at gunpoint. The
robbers boarded the vehicle
and took off and that was
when the man realised they
were fake policemen.

He has since reported the
matter to the police and as at
the time of this report, the car

has not been recovered while
promises have been made to
anybody who can assist with
information leading to the
recovery of the car.

Police said a Peugeot 406
saloon car with registration
number CL 610 PHC, Engine
No. PSARG 10H ICE
83001553 and chassis No. VF
38 BRG E80663696 belonging
to one Florence Ishire was
snatched from her while she

&

was about to park.

Our reporter gathered
that the four armed robbers
who snatched the car from
her pretended to be helping
her get a perfect parking
space before they struck The
car was ash in colour and has
not been found yet.

Meanwhile, the police
said they have recovered a
Toyota Hiace Bus with
registration number EDO XA
323 AFZ, white in colour with
inscriptions Discoop Motors
suspected to have been aba-
ndoned after an armed rob-
bery operation. The vehicle
has been taken to Eleme bus
stop. The police said a patrol
team along Oyigbo/Agbo-
nchia road recovered the
vehicle.

| ed robbery suspects |

Robbery
averted in
Adamawa

From Hamza Idris
(L‘()/'I'L’S[)()Ild(’ll/ )l

he Adamawa State

police commai as

revealed that the
command recently made two
major armed robbery Sts
and-averted several robbery
attempts by the men he
underworld.

The state’s commis er
of police, Muhammad Sambe,
who disclosed this tc V-
smen in Yola on Tht y

hinted that a syndicatc
armed robbery suspect
nabbed by the police
over 100 herds
including six prohibiti
arms, three motorcy
several GSM hands
recovered from them

Commissioner S
also said that his men
through intelligence r
uncovered a notorious g
led by one Hammadu Sule
alias Ruwa and U .
Muhammad alias Mbal !
hideout at Karewa, a su Y
of Yola.

He said that the two a

| confessed to be the brains

behind several robbery «
in Yola and its environs
said that in the cours
interrogations, the police 1

| overed two single barrel

i with eight live cartridges

| two motorcycles as we

Paugeot car wtth registration No. CY 766 ABJ in which the MASSOB leader, Ralph Uwazurike was brought to Federal High Court Abuja for his trial on Tuesday 17 the |

of Janmuy 2006

PixiF e/n' Omgbmde

Police shoot one, arrest five
on alleged murder mission

e special Anti Rob-
bery Squad (SAR), in
Rivers state, shot one

man in Isiodu village in
Emohua local government
area and arrested five others
said to be on their way to
eliminate one Mitchel Nwoka
of Omuoku Allu village.
Police Public relations
officer in Rivers State, DSP
Ireju Barasua, said the police
on a stop and search duty at
the Ogbakm junction sighted

down. ,

In the process, one of the
passengers on the motor-
cycle allegedly in possession
of an AK 47 riffle, opened fire
on the police prompting the
police to return fire which led
to the death of one of the
hoodlums who was later
identified as Emeka Emes-
iobu, while the others fled
into the nearby bush.

Police later combed the

«bushes for the fleeing two

a ‘météreydle’ with- twio © bthér suspetts’dufing Wwhich

- passengers and flagged them 4 qnejofithem, Chinyere Igwe,

was arrested with one AK47
riffle NO3H7012 with eleven
rounds of live ammunition.

It was during interro-
gation that Chinyere confe-
ssed that they were on their
way to eliminate one Mitchel
Nwoka whom he said had
been having problems with
the youths in the area.

The suspects also helped
the police to arrest four oth-
ers. Those arrested are Gods-
lpo/werAleru Chpst]anmam
Qgor,Vigtor Amadi, aljas
1Komb-andi Obinnachi Wordi

all of Okporowo community
in Ogbakiri.

Police recovered one
locally made pistol with live
cartridge from one of those
arrested.

In a related development,
the police at the Okirika divis-
ion of the Rivers state police
command, have arre-sted
eight suspected cultists belo-
nging to Greenlanders secret
cult.

" A statement from the

:PQllC(’: said, the cultists were

. arrested following' a recent

| vice

an unspecified amour
money from them.
Police commissi
Sambo stated that his
recently aborted ano
robbery incident in‘«»i
two suspects namel
Williams and Ugochu
Samuel from Ariaria

ercial area in Abia st
said tha > duo
interceptc ' the pe
Dung motor park in !
local government. Ac:
to him, after full m
gation, the two susp

have admitted that their i
ntion was to attack the h
rious buses that ply f
Yola to the eastern part
the country

He said that items rec
| ered from them included fou
double barrel pistols wit
eight live cartridges addin
that all the armed robber
suspects have been charge
to court in Yola.

In another developmen:

' hundreds of policemen hav«

been deployed to the streets
of Yola, the Adamawa Statc
capital. Bneﬁng newsmen o

the sudden security alert ir
the state capital, police
commissioner amb«

explained that it is part of the
preparations for the wedding
ceremony of two children «
president  Atik

| Abubakar slated for Friday

cult activity in the area where |
| have drawn two operationa

| order for the wedding ceren
{ ony. From the information we

people were attacked and
injured.

A combined team of
police and the army was sent
to the area and it chased the
cultist away arresting eight of
them in the process. One of
the fleeing suspects was said

to have jumped into the sea |

in a bid to escape and got
drowned. The drowned man
was |dent1ﬁed as Isaiah Iwo.

The pollce are sfill mvestl-

gating the matter, 16,81

through Sunday.
According to him, “we

received, we are expecting a
former heads of state here
This is in addition t
yovernors and members of
the national assembly. In fact
the possibility of M
President coming to this
town cannot be overruled.
“All security aﬁ)paratw
have been put in place and
the inspector General of
police has directed that tw
units of about two hundred
mobile ‘policemen be deplo
yed to the state §0 as i«

| ;augment what 'we: have on
1 ground,” hetevealed. -
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Opirziorz

he announcement
] that the Federal
Capital Territory

(FCT) intends to introduce
‘property tax before the end
of year 2006 should be
sweet music to all progres-
sive and forward-looking
Nigerians. Those who are
aware of the past history
and contemporary trends in
property ownership in
Abuja would appreciate the
economic logic; social
justice and political sense in

Avote for Abuja property tax

to a situation where there is
artificial scarcity of rentable
buildings in Abuja while so
many buildings constructed
with Nigeria’s scarce
national resources and
revenue are left empty,
disused is clear that the

. introduction of property tax

would force property
owners to rent them out if
only to get enough money
to pay the mandatory
property taxes and related
levies. The needless waste

“This culture of waste and
perverted values have led to a
situation where there is
artificial scarcity of rentable

buildings in Abuja while so
many buildings constructed
with Nigeria’s scarce national
resources and revenue are left
empty, disused is clear that the
introduction of property tax
would force property owners to
rent them out if only to get
enough money to pay the
mandatory property taxes and
wrelated levies. The needless

reduced.”

waste involved in tying down
huge revenues on idle
properties would be drastically

the introduction of
property tax in Nigeria’s
FCT.

First and foremost, the
introduction of property tax
will most probably compel
‘many landlords who are
‘currently leaving their high-
value and high net worth
buildings empty and
‘tenantless to rent them out
‘at reasonable rates. At the
‘moment, many houses in
‘Abuja are tenantless
because the owners are
waiting till they could get
‘governmental bodies or
‘international agencies who
‘can afford their outrageous
‘rent demands. I am told that
‘it is considered a mark of
iprosperity, “financial
‘arrival” and status symbol
ito leave one’s houses
empty and tenantless in
Abuja. It is also asserted
that the more the number of
houses that are left empty
and tenantless and the
longer the period, the more

involved in tying down
huge revenues on idle
properties would be
drastically reduced.

Secondly, the charging
of appropriate property
taxes would sanitise the
anomalous property market
in Abuja. At the moment,
some properties in the
Abuja metropolis are
offered and bought at
outrageous prices that defy
economic sense. Properties
are sold for amounts of
money that the new owners
can never hope to recoup
in two life-times. Property
taxes and levies would
help to reduce the currently
high incidence of such
prestige and vanity
purchases.

Thirdly, the introduction
of property taXes is a
legitimate source of revenue
generation for the FCT. The
FCT, as a new capital
territory, needs all the funds
it can get for its many

legal and justifiable forms of
revenue that could be
internally generated. Given
the financial worth and
monetary value of the
properties in the Abuja
metropolis in particular and
the Federal Capital Territory
in general, there is no doubt
that the property tax would
be a veritable source of
revenue generation.

Moreover, the property
tax would be a means of
redistribution of income
from the high-net worth
individuals to the less-
privileged residents of the
FCT. This is because the
substantial amounts of
revenue that would be
realised from property tax
can be ploughed into the
infrastructural development
and advancement of Abuja.
Property taxes would mean
more and better roads,
greater access to potable
water and sanitation
facilities, as well as regular
electricity for all in the FCT.
Thus, following the time-
honoured principle of “from
all according to their
economic ability”, the
property tax would help to
transfer resources from the
well-to-do to the not-so-
well-to-do.

Furthermore, in a
society where the wealthy
are reluctant to. give
anything back to the
society that has wittingly
or unwittingly made them
so rich, the property tax is
a kind of'enforced social
responsibility strategy.

It is against this backdrop
that one urges Mallam el-
Rufa’i to make good his
promise to work towards the
introduction of Property Tax
to the FCT before end of
year 2006. In the same vein,
one urges the National
Assembly to facilitate the
speedy enactment of the
enabling law for the
introduction of the property |
tax in Abuja. The
enactment of the Property
Tax edict should of course
go hand-in-hand with the
enactment of a law
establishing an Internal
Revenue Board to facilitate
general collection and
coordination of revenue in
the FCT. It goes without |
saying that the property tax
must be graduated to ensure
that very rich and high-net
worth property owners pay
high rates commensurate
with the value of their |
properties while owner-
occupiers pay only nominal |
rates.

The proposed property |
tax for Abuja is definitely an ‘
idea whose time has come. |

| became the Director General of

| before her but she brought

| herextraordinary courage to do

| be impeached on allegations of

Imperatives of courageous leadership

overnance in Nigeria :
GSUffers from chrg}mic [ o, s s ]

lack of political will to  new chapter has been opened
do what is right. Decisions are  in Nigeria’s politics. No matter
taken against what is consid- how critical some are about the
ered economic wisdom be- process leading
cause of a predilection to sat- to Alamieyeseigha’s end
isfy the interests of a few pow-  game, the fact remains that ex-
erful individuals. These indi- ecutive rascality, and profli-
viduals, popularly called sa- gacy of people in authority are
cred cows, have become almost ~ fast becoming unfashionable.

bigger than the state and their Perhaps un-Nigerian, yes un-
interests often take prece- Nigerian because of our ante-
dence over national interest.  cedents, was the dismissal, ar-

But recent developments in - restand conviction of the former

the polity have shown that with  Inspector General of Police; Mr.
courageous leadership, quan-  Tafa Balogun, on charges of fi-
tum positive change is pos- nancial crimes. When you recall
sible ina society as complexas  how he helped the ruling PDP to
ours. The current revolutionin  nigthe 2003 elections and hisrole
the banking sector, for in-: in the abduction of Govemor

- stance, wouldn’t have been  Chris Ngige of Anambra State,

imagined some yearsago. That ~ you would then appreciate the
is not to say that the sectorhad  courage behind the decision of
suddenly gone under and re- the government to prosecute
quired a radical reform policy him. In the Nigeria of not-too-

to turn it around. If anything, = long-ago, the worst punishment
the sector had been in a state  would have been to retire him
of emergency for decades but  with full benefits and appointhim

no one was courageous asamember,ifnotBoardChair-
enough to wield the big stick man, of a lucrative parastatal to
and damn the powerful pro-  use his “wealth of experience”
vided the economy remained o still serve the fatherland.

the greatest beneficiary of the The arrest and detention of

desired reform. retired General Buba Marwa, a
So when in July 2004, the PDP bigwig touted as a pos-
Central Bank of NigeriaGover-  sible replacement to President

nor, Professor Charles Soludo,  Obasanjo because of his per-
announced a raise in the mini--  ceived closenessto Aso Rock,
mum shareholders’ funds of speaks volumes about the pos-
banks, not many thought it sibilities of courageous leader-
could work. It was bizarre atthe  ship. To think about such pos-
time to share Soludo’s opti- sibility alone, one would have
mism that banks could risked a charge of treasonable
recapitalise from N1 billionto ~ felony were there any art by
N25 billion in 18 months. This - which the mind’s construction
skepticism made sense then  can be read on the face. The
given that only three of the 89 ~ Nuhu Ribadu-led Economic
operating banks had a capital - and Financial Crimes Commis-
base over the new capital re-  sion(EFCC) has demonstrated
gime being proposed by the in word and action that rio-
apex bank. Today, however,the  body is above the law. The fu-
story is differetit. That lofty - tureofNigeria’santi-corruption
ambition, call it wishful think- ign has become synony-
ing if you may, has come to “mous with EFCC and the fear
pass. At the end of the Decem- . of Ribadu is the beginning of
ber 31,2005 deadline, 25banks " public service wisdom.
emerged in a process that wit- What else could explain the
nessed unprecedented part-  spate of demolitions in Abuja
nerships in terms of mergers  pursuant to government’s com-
and acquisitions hitherto alien  mitment to restoring the city’s
to an economy characterised master plan except courage?
by sole proprietorships. Although I am not a fan of the
The problem of fake and FCT Minister, Mallam Nasirel-
adulterated food and drug Rufai, whose arrogance and I-
products seemed intractable too-know (read ITK) style of
until Professor Dora Akunyili ~administration negates every
conceivable ethics of gover-
the National Agency for Food nance, I admire his guts. Un-
and Drug Administration and derstandably, the minister is
Control (NAFDAC). There cleaning up the mess created
were several Director Generals by his predecessors in office
who could not dare the mighty
and shun the blinding influ-
ence of bribery to do what was
lawful. Even as I sympathise
with him on this score, I insist
that in carrying out his man-
date to restore the Abuja mas-
ter plan, he should realise that
people must live in Abuja. As
such, he should make land and
other social infrastructures

awesome courage, such that
you don’t expect from a
woman, and has been making
a phenomenal progress in the
fight against those she de-
scribed as merchants of death.
In the process, she has made
many enemies, escaped an at-
tempt on her life in addition to
other personal sacrifices she

available at new satellite towns
so that the city can develoy
evenly.

We expect the same story
the transport sector where the
railway system has been r«
glected in order to protect
interests of haulage and long
distance transport operators
who are known to frustrat
government’s plan to develop
that sector. Road and air trans
portations have become a na
tional nightmare with increas
ing accidents, yet nothing s
rious has been done 1o d«
velop an alternative means fox
the travelling public. This has
to stop in the interest of the
generality of the population

We expect that Engineer
Emest Ndukwe, the Vice Chaw
man of Nigerian Communica
tions Commission (NCC) 1o be
more visible and firm in the regs
lation of GSM service provx
ers so that Nigerians can get
value for their money- so that
we can pay for services re
dered only.

We Profess
Maurice Iwu, the Chairman
the Independent National Elex
toral Commission (INEC(
conduct a free and fair election
in 2007 by resisting whateves
temptations to rig the polls n
favour of any political party
interest group. Courage is also
expected from the leadership of
the National Population Com-
mission (NPC) to ensurc a
credible census later in March
this year. Like other public
ficers. we now celebrate for
distinguished services to Ni-

expect

geria, Dr Sumaila Makama, the

NPC Chairman, should con-
vince the federal government
to include such variables as re-
ligion and ethnic identity in the
census questionnaire since
revenue allocation is not
based on these consider-
ations. Nigeria will not break i
Muslims are more in number
than Christians and vice versa.
Nothing will happen if moee
animists or atheists make wp
Nigeria!

Everyone is called to drop
those parochial attitudes that
have characterised our national
life and which have made *
geria a model of a resource
but poor country. Nigeria can
improve if the people in leader-
ship positions resolve to do the
right thing. If they fearles
discharge their duties in
conscience and in the ov
interest of the country, w
definitely realise our poter
as a people. In the final a
sis, only great courage ar
abiding faith in God b
leaders W
stimulate national develoy
on a sustainable basis

Uchenna Ossai, National
Action Committee on AIDS,
Plot 823 Ralph Shodeinde
Street, Central Area Abu

continues to make for the com-

mon good. What is important
here is that we are celebrating
her achievements because of

the right thing.

“We expect the same story in the transport s
tor where the railway system has been neglected
in order to protect the interests of haulage and

That a sitting governor can  Jong distance transport operators who are known

corruption was a pipe dream

to frustrate government’s plan to develop that

particularly in the contempla-  sector. Road and air transportations have be-

tion of the authors of the im-

It is' 2 ideq that should be | munityclause enshrinedin the 1. COMEd national nightmare with increasing a.-
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Taraba 2007: Lt the centra 70ne produce nex

he Taraba Central Se-
Tnatorial District can be
described as the heat
of the state. Located at the
centre of both the north-
ern and the southern parts
of the state, the central
zone is the toast of politi-
cians from every part of
the state.
Any candidate who fails
to get hold of the support
and goodwill of the people

| of this zone may likely not

| make it to Government

House, Jalingo. This is due
to the fact that the zone
has more ‘population than
all the other two senato-

| rial districts.

' Gashaka,

Comprising Bali, Gassol,
Kurmi and
Sardauna local govern-
ment areas, the people of
this zone have always been
known to speak with a
united and unflinching
voice whenever issues of

| political choice or elec-"
| tions are to be taken.

This is why politicians
aspiring for elective posi-
tions chase political lead-

ers of this zone like brides.

In spite of its unique po-

| sition, the central zone has

never produced a gover-
nor. This is not for lack of

| political muscle or want of

credible and electable can-

| didates. Rather, it was the

interest of unity and spirit

' of comradeship that can-
| didates from other zones
| are supported for the ex-

alted office of governor of

' Taraba State.

However, the central

| zone come 2007 should

| produce_the

' Jalingo:OfHiS\nust Bappeh 4
| in the interestiof fairplayw

ext occupant
DLV L WS Y i
of thé Gb&érgmeni House,

and justice, and the pres-
ervation of our fragile
peace.

This is not just a vain
statement as analysis will
show that since the return
to democracy in 1999, the
northern zone has been
producing the one and
only governor. It has also
produced a minister of
state and later a full min-

ister. On its part, the south-
ern part of the state has
produced two ministers
and is always producing
deputy governors for the
state.

On the other hand, the
central zone, which is ac-
tually the hen that lays the
golden egg, is always con-
signed to the office of SSG.
In all cases, these SSGs

get fired as soon as they
settle down in office.

Power, just like re-
sources, must also be eq-
uitably distributed so that
no part of the state will
feel alienated.

why it cannot be done in
Taraba State.

No part of the state has
the exclusive right to pro-
duce the state’s governor.
The office should simply

be rotated and this time, it _

In any political setting, sbelongs to the central

there is nothing wrong
with rotation. If it can at,
be done at the federal
level, there is no reason

zone.

All the good people of
Taraba State are enjoined
to join hands with the cen-

tral zone to produce an

fective, God-fearing
people-oriented and pr

gressive leadership for t

state come 2007.

This'is a novel idea th
is for the benefit of a
peoples ‘of Taraba State

Joseph Galadima
Kurmi Local Governmen
Secretariat, Baissa, Taraba
State.

Of Bawa, Kamal and Dariye

bove are names of
three rulers who,
each in his time and

domain, signed our Islam
and Muslims as his only
enemy under the sun.
Bawa was an eighteenth
century Hausa king who
unsuccessfully tried tooth
and nail to stop a religious
revival started by Shehu
Usman Danfodio, the
founder of the defunct
Sokoto Caliphate. Mea-
sures Bawa and his son
and successor took to stop
the spread of Islam in their
Gobir kingdom include:
(a) Prohibiting Is-
lamic preaching; (b) Or-
dering that people who

converted to Islam must
revert to traditional reli-
gion; (c) Dressing like a
Muslim was outlawed; (d)
Female should wear no
veil; and (e) The Shehu
was expelled and finally a
war of extermination
waged against him and his
followers.

Kamal, who was popu-
larly known as Mustafa
Kamal Ataturk, was the
one-time ruler of modern
Turkey. In addition to mea-
sures similar to those taken
by the Gobir rulers, Kamal
closed down all Islamic
schools and converted
mosques to entertainment
centres. He outlawed the

use of Arabic language
even in performing Islamic
religious rites. He made
European dressing the na-
tional dress of Turkey.
Bawa and his kingdom
were dead and perhaps
forgotten or known to
only a few today. Kamal
died but Turkey still exists
though as an enslaved na-
tion at least from 1920 to
date and always willing to
do America’s errand.
Returning home, Dariye
is a living ruler whose life
ambition seems to be the
stamping-out of Islam and
Muslims in his temporal
domain during his tempo-
rary tenure. For even a ca-

sualreader of national dai-
lies could recall the fol-
lowing events or incidents:

(a) Occasions when
lorry loads of arms and
ammunition were sever-
ally intercepted but dis-
appeared in his domain;
(b) The existence and
perhaps prevalence of
United States of
America arms smug-
glers such as the Tom
Thatchers; (¢) The un-
provoked mass massa-
cre of Muslims and de-
struction of their prop-
erty; (d) The restric-
tions on use of micro-
phones in mosques un-
der his domain; (e¢) The

‘discovery’ of al-Qaed
elements” among the
Muslim youths in hi
state and (f) A return t
mass murder and anni
hilation.

Ride on, Dariye! The
Bushes and Blairs arc
more than supportive of
your actions, with a
good execution of this
seemingly pre-planned
agenda, the predictior
of the break-up of Nige
ria in 15 long coming
years might come just ir
a matter of three.

Lawan A. Gadanya, c
o0 Masallacin Gado-da-
Masu, Fanshekara,
Kumbotso LGA, Kano.

urprise they say,
S will never end. Such
is the way I viewed

the outburst of Dr Gbenga
Obasanjo in an alleged in-
terview recently with a
magazine in the United
States of America (USA).
As far as I am con-

“iogrhed, the.youn'g man

e B
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the president and a man
with ears to the ground,
his utterances should not
be taken for granted:
Third term agenda, Atiku
Abubakar, Nasir Ahmed
el-Rufa’i, corruption,
etc, all this must have been
discussed at very high

rot did

et
e 13

Gbenga Obasanjo is
how he lambasted the
vice president, Alhaji
Atiku Abubaka in a vit-
riolic way. In Africa,
elders are highly re-
spected no matter the
circumstance. For
Gbenga to have ad-

'-quagters inthepresi-u-dressed, the vice, presi-, | ) :
\eanpoet-be faylted (inytheyy dency w v oonaion O X7 Ident in the mapner,he .coming presidents’,.. Prince Patrigk
h}ldr,)t: n, {akega Gue, sBarnawa, Kadund,s o,

s

is, to say-thq least,. ¢

preposterous.

‘Former President
Ibrahim Badamasi
Babangida will be re-
membered for not al-
lowing his children to
partake or comment
on goings-on in his
government.
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That Gbenga Obasanjo’s outburst

from IBB’s children

who are well-cul-
tured.

For now, 1 urge
Atiku, Nasir el-

Rufa’i, to disregard the
young man’s utter-
ances and move on
with their various as-

j Nnaji,

i S s o
] 1.3.830 J ¢




bout 33 years ago, John C
Alderson, a Queen’s
oliceman of the London
Metropolitan Police edited an
epic work with the same title as
the one above. Some of the
prominent cont-ributors to the
work included Sir Robert Mark,
primus inter pares of the British
police, and Chief Constable
Walter Stansfield.

The work is truly epic and !
have found its content very rich.
My interest in it-is more than
academic. Specifically, I am
interested in the work because
the same men that offered John
Alderson and Sir Robert Mark,
et al. rudimentary policing
operation tutelage also laid the
foundation for our own police
force. The foregoing point is
exemplified by the fact that the
first ten Inspectors General of
the Nigeria Police Force (NPF),
from C.W. Duncan (1930-1935)
toJ.E. Hodge (1962-1964), were
British officers. The status quo
was only altered in 1964, about
42 years ago, four years after
Nigeria’s Independence, when
Louis Okon Edet, a Nigerian,
took over the leadership of the
force. Since then, there have been
twelve indigenous Chiefs of
Police including Sunday
Ehindero, the present Inspector
General of Police.

Though the NPF is a product
of British colonial authorities,
there are marked differences
between both systems of
policing with regards to
responsibility, which essentially
was a deliberate colonial design.
While the British authorities

ily Trust
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The police we deserve

designed their police system to
be independent of the central
government, those designed for
her colonies were made a part of
the executive arm of government.
In Britain, the police discharged
and still discharge its statutory
responsibility to citizens under
parliamentary authority. Butin
British colonies, of which Nigeria
is one, the police discharge
responsibility to the people on
the authority of the executive
arm of government. It was
convenient for the colonial
authorities to adopt a different
system of policing in her
colonies. Functionally, the police
was used as an instrument of
oppression to subjugate the
people in furtherance of colonial
interests.

It transpired that the same
foundation that was laid by the
colonial masters has remained
the guiding principle of the
character of the Nigeria Police
Force over 45 ycars after
independence. Whereas men like
John C. Alderson, Sir Robert
Mark and Walter Stansfield were
determined to draw the faculty
of available resources to them to
carve a new character for the
British police, our own chiefs of
police appear to have been
content with perpetuating the
colonial order. While those men
worked tirelessly, sparing
nothing to build an enduring
philosophy of law enforcement

“Finally, the police we deserve are
the type capable of stemming the tide
of crime; the type that can effectively
check the numerous challenges to our
national security; and working in
collaboration with other segments,
ensure the peace and unity of a virile

Nigeria.”

n the life of a nation, especially =
adeveloping one like Nigeria, l O

there are times when it is obvi-
ously unacceptable and inglorious
to accept the notion of silence in
the wave of a prejudiced distor-
tion and reconstruction of facts
about reality. It is in this light that
I reply the writing of Ujudud
Shariff of the Daily Trust of Tues-
day January 3™, 2006

In the said write-up. the writer
raised several issues. One ot such
fundamental issucs has to do with
the alleged manhandling of the
Minister of Inter-Governmental,
Youth Development and Special
Duties, Colonel Musa
Mohammed (retired) by some
political thugs in the palace of the
traditional ruler and senior district
Imad of Nafada, Alhaji Dadam
Hamza.

In fact, the writer of the piece
went straight to publish the entire
petition of the minister to the In-
spector General of Police, includ-
ing the reference number of the
protest, partly to demonstrate his
intimacy with the cause at stake,
and of course, to show that he has
been objectively reported and dis-
sected the topic of discussion.

However, if these were the in-
tentions and spirit of the foremost
back page columnist, it may have
failed. It indeed failed on several
grounds and [ am surprised that a
writer of Ujudud’s standing should
come short of the basic ethics of
the practice of journalism. I need
not reiterate that one of the out-
comes of this intimacy is the de-
clared bias of the entire write-up.
It showed that the writer was given

a picture of the incident by the
minister. And the minister alone,
as no effort was made to balance
the allegations contained in the pe-
tition by hearing from the state
government. Indeed, the writer
simply offered the minister the
back page of the estcemed paper
for what many say, is without re-
card to the integrity and credibil-

hat the paper had earned over
the years.

With regards to the fundamen-
tals of the accusation, it is a pain
that a person of the minister’s
standing could stoop so low as to
lic publicly. To whom much is
given, much is expected, the say-
ing goes. But I guess this hardly
applies to Col. Musa Mohammed.

His aecount of the incident is
faulty, falsified and disastrously
embodied and embellished to sound
sweet and true. On the contrary,

hat is true of that incident is that
the minister was already set for
troubie even before coming home
for the Christmas holiday. He
sensed it to the extent of petition-
ing some authorities ahead of his
Visit.

Moreover, he must have been
sure of trouble, partly because he
had prepared for one, and also be-
cause he has a band of troublemak-
ers in his payroll. We cannot be
deceived by the fact that he was
the first to cry wolf. For indeed,
nothing stops him from petition-
ing and yet constructing the
conflux of conflict.

The second interesting point to

By Rekpene E. Bassey

excellence as encapsulated in
“The Police We Deserve,” our
own police chiefs seem to have
been satisfied with super-incum-
bency; an attitude that can best
be described as onerous, close to
the brink of outrage.

Comparatively, it would not
be such a contestable point to
posit that the British police can
be counted among the very best
in the global police community.
Sadly, the same cannot be said of
our own police force. For an
institution that has been in
existence since 1914, or even
before, one would wish to ascribe
to it not only mastery of law
enforcement, but also a
metamorphosis to excellence by
now. It is unfortunate, indeed,
that instead of utilising the
authority and safeguards
provided in the constitution for
the enhancement of the quality
of lives of every individual in the
country by lessening the fear of
crime, ordinary Nigerians have
grossly lost confidence in the
force.

And why should Nigerians
repose implicit confidence in the
police, when instead of
protecting citizens, some
elements in the force lend
themselves happily to snuffing
out innocent lives under the
perfidious pretext of “killing
armed robbers,” as in the case of
the Apo six? Why not when
members of the force could gas
our innocent mothers silly
recently, for standing up,
without weapons, against
incessant air crashes that have
sent generations of our future
great men and women needlessly
to their early graves? The current
situation calls for a new era of
policing in the country. The
police we deserve is such that
will have the capacity in terms
of human factor and structural
measures to provide modern law
enfor-cement services based on

n bad

| By Abdulkadir GarbaAbu |
this debate is that the minister
opted to ignore the line of proto-
col on that occasion. Protocol is a
sign of respect and the respect is
not necessarily to the person, but
to his office. In this case, to the
office of the governor of Gombe
State. Protocol demands outright
that the minister should sit at a
particular position and the gover-
nor sits at his own point. Any at-
tempt to disregard this is an af-
front on the people of Gombe State
and I am not surprised that it is the
people that responded and not
even the governor or his officials.

Apart from this point, other
pertinent issues can be derived
from this. It is a matter of deep
significance to note that the minis-
ter has no right to take for granted
the office of the governor or to hate
and deride him for that matter. For
itis Allah that gives power. All he
could have done is to wait for 2007
and if it pleases Allah. He would
give him the privilege of leading
the people. Anyway, if Col. Musa
Mohammed does not respect the
governor today, how would he ex-
pect to be respected if in the fu-
ture, he ever gets to such a posi-
tion?

My friend and colleague,
Ujudud Shariff must be told the
truth about the simple requirement
of'a good essay piece. An informed
analysis not only states the obvi-
ous but also seeks to explain the

democratic principles and res-
pect for human rights. The police
we deserve must neces-sarily
evolve along the lines of
statutory manpower, logistics
and operational review.

There is the need to carefully
re-examine, review and/or update
them in reflection of the realities
of modern times. A
comprehensive empirical
assessment of the effectiveness
of all the statutory provisions
upon which the NPF derives its
law enforcement authority
would be an appropriate
component of any meaningful
reform agenda in the system.

To this end, manpower is one
of the most critical elements.
Adequate manpower is the key
to a comprehensive change of
policing strategy. Improved
manpower is not only an
integrated asset of quality police
management, but also a predicate
of  effective operatio-nal
performance.

Review of the present top
hierarchy of police adminis-
tration is expedient; more so
given the nature of the influence
of hierarchy on command and
operational orders. It is possible
that some of those who
constitute the bulk of
membership of the top leadership
of the force pre-sently have lost
touch with the dynamics of
modern policing. On the other
hand, inadequate professional
police education not in the
academic sense of basic entry
qualification among the lower
ranks appears to be one of the
problems of the force. This,
essentially, is responsible for
poor profes-sional performance
and the attitudinal outlook of its
personnel at that level. To
effectively match the changing
pattern of crime and criminality,
therefore, there is more than
urgent need for the professional
training and retraining of our
police personnel.

The operational functions of

the Nigeria Police Force are
technically dependent on our
legislative and criminal justice
system. The prevailing opera-
tional style is not only legalistic,
but also reactive for the most
part. It follows that most of the
force’s operational structures,
methods and facilities have
become obsolete, and in
desperate state of disrepair,
needing prompt upgrading.

It will also be worth the
consideration to remove the
police from the executive arm, as
is the case in Britain. If this is
done, the National Assembly will
have to perform oversight
function over the police, which
will then derive its funding from
the consolidated revenue to
discharge its responsibility.

The NPF could aside from the
Mobile Police Force Unit set up
special security units to deal with
strikes, labour disputes, student
disturban-ces, natural disasters
and hazardous material
accidents. Such units may be
used for quelling civil
disturbances in the hinterlands,
in penal institutions and for
diplomatic security, explosion
and bombing incidents handling,
etc. Another matter worth
considering is the establish-ment
of National Crime Reduction
Council. This if given full cabinet
backing will enhance effective
crime problems analysis and the
integration of law enforcement
services. All these require
proficient security intelligence
back-up.

Besides improved welfare
package, the effectiveness of any
police force anywhere is also
determined by communication
and mobility among some of the
factors already identified. A
policeman that is isolated and is
always afraid of physical hazard
is bound to be cowardly and
incapable of performing his
duties courageously.
Consequently, the procurement
of logistics in the mode of

communication facilities
mobility must be accoi
priority attention in the f¢
More patrol vehicles, be
bikes and aircraft are not
required urgently, but must ¢
fitted with communica
gadgets. Police personnel sl
also be equipped with
phones. Such equipment
enhance their performanc

duty.

The NPF also nc«
computerisation  of
operations. It cannot be

emphasised that effective, sc
and powerful automation i
mode of information systen
integral to efficient
enforcement. What the
needs in this wise is state-of
art user-friendly communic
automation, taking our er
electricity supply situatior
account.

The force as a mattc
necessity must upgrad
weaponry. The force shou
able to establish a mechanis
the effective control of we:
against trafficking b
personnel.

Let me make a brief
here on community polic
The content and operat
pattern of community pol
in a proper sense, not
Balogun’s type, with al
respect to him, car
developed by the count
best suit the social nee«
our communities.

Finally, the policc
deserve are the type caj
of stemming the tide of ¢
the type that can effect
check the nume S
challenges to our nat
security; and workir
collaboration with «
segments, ensure the p
and unity of a virile Nig

Rekpene E. Bassey, JF.
(Security Consultant) Presiden:,
African Council on Narconics
25, Tafawa Balewa Streei
Plateau State.

news from Gombe

remote and unstated variables. In
this matter, and for purpose of a
critical work, where do we trace
the present disagreement to?

My nearest guess goes beyond
now to the past. We all know thatin
the race to the exalted position, both
Govemor Danjuma Goje and Col.
Musa Mohammed had locked homs.
As expected, one man must win the
race. Col. Musa comprehensively
lost the polls at the primaries. And
since then, those who are intimate
with his antics swear that he has
never cured himselfofthe desireand
urge of his failed expectations. Even
when the governor in his show of
magnanimity availed him the posi-
tion of the minister representing
Gombe State, he was not satisfied,
and has continued to live with his
unquenched fire ofhatred against the
innocent governor.

The part only recently stirred
the highpoint of this deep bitter-
ness. This was during the recent
re-registration exercise of the
Peoples Democratic Party. In the
first instance, the minister was
among the group that was to dis-
tribute new registration cards of
the party in the state. This was
however upturned after the
minister’s team made a shoddy
display of such an exalted handing
over to the governor and his re-
gime.

There is no doubt that this was
what broke the camel’s back in their
already soured relationship. What-
ever the minister has done since
then in the state has demonstrated

the same line of anger, disaffection
and disregard for peace and stabil-
ity in the golden city of Gombe.
Hence, when he started writing pe-
titions to President Obasanjo and
everybody that counts in the pol-
ity, the real motive was to depict
the state in such bad light. And to
show like Ujudud Shariff had
stated that the state like Anambra
State and Oyo State has joined the
league of states where you can eas-
ily be greeted with the act of state
terrorism and political hooligan-
ism. In my view, that is a desper-
ate act, a kind least expected of a
man who still engages in the fan-
tasy of ruling the state in future.
His action questions his credibil-
ity as a leader and forecloses the
chances of allowing him to be part
of a great party like the PDP.

For long, there has been this
sad suggestion that the govern-
ment has a hand in the political
activities of the Yan Kalare mi-
litia group. This suggestion is
unfortunate. And expectedly,
Col. Musa lacking credible ex-
cuse speedily associated and ex-
ploited this rumoured possibil-
ity. Interestingly, one of the
claims of his petition, to but-
tress that the state government
is'a sponsor of the Yan Kanlare
group was built on the fact that
some officials of the government
double as members of the mili-
tia thugs.

He had claimed that one Habu
Mauzu is a member of the Yan
Kalare group; in fact, the youth

leader of the militia group
ing is as painful as that
the best of all intents an
poses, here is a perfect g
man and politician whosc K
of performance speaks v
about his worthiness and
In all ramifications, Hab
not be anything else and
occupying the positior
member of the National
plinary Committee «
Peoples Democratic Par
is he also implying that tl
employs a militia and a t
occupy such a responsil
sition?

To make such insinua S
a sacred abuse against a1 ’
good conscience and pt
Habu, if it must be statc
prince of Kashere who u
wealth and experience t g
succor to the poor and t«
the state and the feder:
ernment in several p
including his current res
bility as a member
NNDC.

In conclusion, my ad
Col. Musa Mohamme
evaluate his position onc
as the 2007 race comes
Many great politicians ha
followers by playing
rules. Nobody has an
against his moves and
tions, as democracy in t .
analysis rests with the | ¢

Abdulkadir Garba 1bu
writes from Bolari Quarters,
Gombe, Gombe State.
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Pakistan confirms
militant deaths

he attack has resulted
in more pressure on
Gen Musharraf

Pakistan government
officials have said as many as
five foreign militants were kil-
led in last week’s US air strike
on a village near the Afghan
border.

Eighteen people were
killed in Damadola village last
Friday in an attack which has
sparked anger across Paki-
stan.

The US strike was report-
edly aimed at assassinating
Ayman al-Zawahiri, al-Qae-
da’s number two, but it does
not appear that he was hit.

The Pakistani prime min-
ister has warned against any
more such strikes.

The US, which believes
that al-Zawabhiri and al-Qaeda
leader Osama Bin Laden are
living in the Afghan-Pakistan
border region, says it will
continue to target militants.

Washington insists rela-
tions with Pakistan remain
good.

Local officials had already
said a statement that at least
four to five “foreigners” were
killed in the attack, but their
bodies were removed from the
scene.

The officials also said 10
to 12 “foreign miscreants”
had been in the village pnm‘
to the attack.

l'he statement did not
name them or mention al-
Zawahiri.

\ government spokes-
man said Prime Minister
Shaukat Aziz would ra x\ctlu

—— \

issue with US President Geo-
rge W Bush when he meets
him in Washington next week.

Women killed in
Sri Lanka attack

nidentified gunmen in

northern Sri Lanka

have shot dead three
women from a family which
supports Tamil rebels.

One of the women killed
in the Jaffna peninsula attack
was actress Brojan Renuka,
who played a leading role in a
rebel propaganda film.

The actress’s sister and
mother also died, and her fat-
her and brother are being trea-
ted for gunshot injuries.

The pro-rebel TamilNet
website blamed army paramil-
itaries for the attack, which
comes amid escalating tens-
ions.

A spokesman for the Sri
Lankan army said he had
heard of the killings but den-
ied that the military had been
involved.

In other violence on Mon-
day, one man was killed near
Jaffna and two Tamil youths
were shot dead south of Batt-
icaloa, officials said.

Fears that Sri Lanka’s civil
war could resume are high
after a series of attacks which
have strained a truce between
troops and Tamil Tiger rcbels.

More than 100 pcople
have been killed, including
dozens of members of the
security forces and civilians.

The rebels have denied
involvement in the attacks on

troops, although few in Sri
Lanka believe them. the
BBC’s Dumeetha Luthra in

Colombo says.

Daily Trust
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Shaxun’s breathin

octors have said Mr
Sharon faces months
of recovery

Doctors treating the Isra-
eli Prime Minister, Ariel Sha-
ron, have replaced his breat-
hing tube.

They said Mr Sharon’s
condition continues to be cri-
tical but stable following the
major stroke he suffered two
weeks ago.

Mr Sharon underwent a
tracheotomy operation on Su-
nday to allow him to breathe
without a respirator.

He remains in a coma and
has shown only minor respo-
nses to stimuli. His deputy
Ehud Olmert has been named
interim PM,

A spokesman for the
Hadassah hospital in Jerusa-
lem, where Mr Sharon is being

US officer

he court-martial of a US
officer charged with
murdering an Iraqi ge-
neral who was being held in
custody has begun in Colo-
rado.
Chief Warrant Officer
Lewis Welshofer Jr denies

murdering Maj-Gen Abed
Hamed Mowhoush in 2003.
Prosecutors say Mowho-
ush was bound, placed head-
first in a sleeping bag and died
with an officer sitting on him.
The trial opened with a

Trust International

¢ tube replaced

treated, said the procedure to
replace the breathing tube

tried over

military judge rejecting a
defence lawyer’s request to
dismiss the case.

The trial is expec
last a week.

ted to

It is one of a number of

deaths of prisoners in Iraq
and Afghanistan that the US
military is investigating.
Defence lawyers called a
witness who claimed he had
overheard a juror coming
under pressure from a senior
officér, and applied for the
case to be dismissed because

Page 1

was carried out overnight
cause of a technical issue

raqi deat

of “unlawful command i
uence”

But the judge rejected
request.

It is thought the defer
may cite reports, publishec
the Washington Post new
aper, that said the general |
been assaulted by CI
sponsored Iraqi paramilitar
two days before his death

Mowhoush died wh
being held at al-Qaim in Ir:
near the Syrian border.
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President Laurent Gbagbo of Ivory Coast

‘Zone of no-confidence’

zone ought to be the
. M safest place in a notably
| unsafe country.

These Dioulas fled their

homes after being attacked

The 1,200km-long strip of

land is patrolled by heavily
' armed United Nations and
French peacekeepers, who are
there to ensure the loyalist ar-
my to the south and the for-
{ mer rebel New Forces in the
north do not come to blows.

No weapons or Ivorian
| soldiers are allowed in this
| band of neutral territory, wh-
- ich runs from the Liberian
 border in the west, to the
. frontier with Ghana in the
| east.

In those circumstances,
the people who live in the
| confidence zone should be
able to go about their lives in
complete security.

Yet human rights abuses,
UN officials admit, are a daily
occurrence.

On a recent trip to the

central part of the confidence
| zone, | came across several
| victims of inter-ethnic con-
' flict.
. Members of the northern
‘ and Muslim Dioula ethnic
- group, showed me fresh scars
. caused by machetes and
: other agricultural weapons.

Supporters of President

. Laurent Gbagbo accuse the
Dioulas of backing the rebels.
Peacekeepers provide
reassurance - when they are
present

The Dioulas say they had
 been chased from their vill-
- age, Boli, which is not far from
' the New Forces capital, Bo-

uake.

Yacouba Sakho explained
how a squabble between a
- Dioula youth and a young
| man from the Chnstlan Bao-

Ivory Coast’s confidence

ule ethnic group had turned
nasty in Boli.

“They burned our hou-
ses, and attacked us. I will
never go back,” he said.

Mr Sakho has sought
refuge in the nearby town of
Raviart, where rclations
between the Baoule and the
Dioula are more harmonious,
and where there is a perma-
nent contingent of French
soldiers.

A few kilometres along a
track which bore little resem-
blance to the road marked on
the map took us to another
small town, Bangbossou.

As we attempted to leave
the town, our path was bloc-
ked by a hastily deposed tree
trunk, and dozens of excited
villagers, many of them
brandishing hunting rifles.

They said people from the
village had just been robbed
by ethnic Dioulas, who were
still on the road ahead.

“Armed men came out of
the bush,” a polite young man
named Alain Kouadio Koua-
kou explained,

“They stole their money
and their motorbikes. I think
the thieves were [Dioula]
rebels from the New Forces.

“It happens all the time
here, and the UN always
arrive toe late.”

We were more fortunate
and UN troops arrived to esc-
ort us on our way.

These incidents are, than-
kfully, not that common in the
centre of the confidence zone,
where Baoules and Dioulas
generally live in something
approaching harmony.

The situation in the west
of Ivory Coast is far more
serious however.

We are caught in this
transitional situation, and we

hope it won’tlast -

vorian rebels have warned
Ithc country is on the brink

of war as protests spread
and the peace process falt-
ered.

The ruling party pulled
out of the transitional govern-
ment and UN-backed peace
talks and are calling on French
and UN troops to leave.

France’s defence minister
has appealed for calm on a
third day of unrest in gover-
nment-controlled southern
cities.

UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan has urged an imme-
diate end to “orchestrated
violence” in the divided nati-
o, .
The country has been
split in two since a failed coup
attempt in 2002, with some
10,000 UN and French pea-
cekeepers patrolling between
the rebel-controlled and gov-
ernment areas.

The African Union still
needs to be ready to accept
the sanctions... I think that
the time has now come

“There is not a future for
Ivory Coast if the FPI succ-
eeds in making a putsch aga-
inst the peace process. That
means war,” New Forces rebel
spokesman Sidiki Konate
told the BBC’s Network Africa
programme.

Mr Konate said the reb-
els, who have controlled the
north for three years, rema-
ined committed to the trans-
itional government under the
leadership of Prime Minister
Charles Konan Banny.

The BBC’s James Copnall
in Ivory Coast’s main city,
Abidjan, says youths suppo-
rting President Laurent Gba-
gbo - the “Young Patriots” -
now control virtually all the
main streets there.

For a third day, youths
are stopping cars and chec-
king identity papers at road-
blocks. There is little public
transport and debris from
Tuesday’s unrest is strewn

Protests s

across roads.

Despite a ban on street
demonstrations, the Ivorian
security forces have not acted
to stop the protests. There
have been few violent incid-
ents but Abidjan and several
other cities are paralysed.

Mr Gbagbo’s supporters
are angry at international
mediators calling for the
dissolution of the parliament,
which largely backs him.

The mediators were app-
ointed by the UN to help steer
the country towards electi-
ons, due this year.

The Ivorian Popular Front
(FPI) accused the internat-
ional community of carrying

out a “constitutional coup
d’etat”,

Its leader, Pascal Affi
N’Guessan, said the seven
FPI ministers would withdraw
from the government of nati-
onal unity set up under UN
auspices.

He said a “government of
liberation™ should be set up,
to kick out the rebel New
Forces in the north.

Our correspondent says
this is the biggest test Prime
Minister Konan Banny has
faced sinee his appointment
last month.

Gbagbo supporters say

pr

cad

foreigners want to
control.

The demonstrations
Abidjan are much smal
than the protests 14 mont
ago, when 8,000 Westernc
were evacuated as Young P
riots were attacking Fren
citizens, our reporter says

French defence ministc
Michele Alliot-Marie, said
was vital that the peace ag
eement be adhered to.

France’s army chief
staff Gen Henri Bentegeat h
gone further calling for U?
sanctions and saying the int
rnational community w
losing patience.

Anti-UN demonstrators

N peacekeepers bat-
tled attackers Wedn-
esday before withdra-

wing from a western Ivory
Coast town along with milit-
ary observers and other UN
staff, officials said.

Capt. Gilles Combarieu, a
UN military observer, said the
Bangladeshi troops excha-
nged fire with attackers trying
to enter their compound in the
government-held town of
Guiglo before evacuating all
UN employees from the city.

“They had to defend the-
mselves,” he said, adding that
200 to 300 UN peacckeepers
and staff were headed north
toward a more heavily guar-
ded buffer zone separating
government and rebel figh-
ters.

Combarieu said he had no
details on the number of dead
or wounded. A doctor at
Guiglo’s main hospital said
two bodies with bullet wou-
nds lay at the morgue and the-
re were reports of three more
corpses in the streets.

The doctor, reached by
telephone, spoke.on condi-
tion of anonymity, saying he
was not authorized to speak
to reporters. His account cou-

ldn’t be immediately verified.

A third day of street pro-
tests roiled civil war-divided
Ivory Coast’s government-
held south as President Lau-
rent Gbagbo’s supporters blo-
cked streets across the west
African nation’s main city.

Businesses shut down
across Abidjan amid fears of
a return to all-out violence in
a country divided between
government and rebel control
after a 2002 through 2003 civil
war.

While Gbagbo has offici-
ally banned street demonstr-
ations, his security forces ap-
peared to do little to disperse

on rampage

government supporters erec

ting burning barricades 1
streets and besieging UN
offices across the cocoa-ric

south.

The French Army Chief of
Staff Gen. Henri Bentegeat
called for UN sanctions aga
nst Ivory Coast on Wednes
day on Europe-1 radio, say-
ing for three years both sides
have shown that they arc
unwilling to resolve the
conflict.

France retains economic
interests in Ivory Coast, its
former colony, and has peac
ekeepers in the country
alongside a UN force.

UN mission wary of ‘confidence zone’

¢ ¢ The confidence zone in
the west is a particular
problem,” admits the
deputy leader of the UN mis-
sion in Ivory Coast, Alan
Doss.

“I am not saying the rest
of the confidence zone is like
a holiday camp, far from it.

“There is no doubt living
in the confidence zone has
made peoples lives far more
difficult.

“But it is in the west that
there are the biggest probl
ems.”

The west is an ethnic tind
erbox, with ethnic Guere mili-
tias running wild to the south
of the confidence zone.

Conflicts between Gueres
and Yacoubas, which were ex
acerbated by the war in Lib-
eria, just over the border, have
been part of life in the region
for many years now.

The presence of Dioulas -
seen as outsiders in the area -
and foreigners, such as those
from Burkina Faso, has also
increased tensions, many of
which centre around control
of the west’s rich cocoa and
coffee plantations.

One aid worker says the
militias, which support Presi-
dent Laurent Gbagbo, are bei-
ng used to provoke the New
Forces in the north into bre-
aking the ceasefire.

Whether this is true or
not, robberies, rapes, murders,
and even attacks on entire
villages are common in the
west of the confidence zone,
which has become an area of
huge insecurity.

So why are the UN and
their French military allies
unable to keep the peace in
the confidence zone?

The main problem i is one
of manpowet.

The peacekeepers have
about 3,000 men patrolling a
territory that is 1,200km long
and sometimes approachmg
100km wide.




Vampire

job

innespta (USA)

voters, who eight

years ago elected a

former professional wrestler

. as their governor, may find a

. self-proclaimed vampire on

' the ballot for the office this
year.

“Politics is a cut-throat

business,” said Jonathan

“The Impaler” Sharkey, who

5

said he plans to announce his
bid for governor Friday on
the ticket of the Vampyres, Wi-
tches and Pagans Party.

Like Jesse “The Body™ Ve-
ntura, who was clected gove-
rnor as an independent in
1998, the 41-year-old Sharkey
once was a wrestler, although
he spent his time “The Unho-
liest of Kings: Tarantula” on
obscure professional circuits.

“I’m a Satanist who doe-
sn’t hate Jesus,” Sharkey told
Reuters. “I just hate God the
Father.”

However, he claims to

i 3
i
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Odd World

seeks

respect all religions and if
elected, will post “everything
from the Ten Commandments
to the Wicca Reed” in govern-
ment buildings.

Sharkey also pledged to
execute convicted murders
and child molesters perso-
nally by impaling them on a
wooden pole outside the
state capitol.

Sharkey told the Minne-
apolis Star Tribune that he’s
a vampire “just like you see
in the movies and TV.”

“I sink my fangs into the

neck of my donor ... and drink
their blood,” he said, adding

20

that his donor is his wife,
Julie.

The field for the gover-
nor’s race in Minnesota is far

Malaysian snake
charmer said he will
attempt to break the

world record by kissing a
poisonous snake 50 times in
10 minutes.

Shahimi Abdul Hamid said
his attempt would be
televised for the popular
television show “Ripley’s

T

vernor’s

from complete. Republican
incumbent Tim Pawlenty is
widely expected to seek ano-
ther term in November and his
Democratic opponent has not

Believe It Or Not” at the
Genting Highlands hill resort
on March 11.

The current record is held
by an American who kissed a
snake 30 times.

Shahimi, 33, said he hopes
to get the full support of
Malaysians in his record-
breaking endeavour.

been determined.

Sharkey said he planned
to announce his canc v
Friday — the 13th— because
that was “my lucky nun '

“I intend to prove
Asians can be champic
this field too,” he was g
as sayfng by the Ben
news agency.

Shahimi demonstrated his
touch in Malaysia’s nort
Kedah state on Wednes«
kissing a deadly three-m
long King Cobra 21 time




British newsp .per
and a rights group
founder suy police

are investigating an alleged
plot by disgruntled activists
| to briefly abduct Prime Min-
| ister Tony Blair’s 5-year-old
| son Leo to highlight their
| cause.
i The Sun newspaper clai-
med the plan was made by a

group campaigning for better
rights for fathers denied acc-
ess to their children.

The British Broadcasting
Corp. reported that police said
they knew of suggestions of
such a plot, but were not,con-
vinced that those involved
had the ability to carry it out.
The BBC said there was no

kldnappmg attempt and no

Daily Trust

World Report

Police probing alleged kidnap plot

arrests made.

Blair’s Downing Street
office told The Associated
Press “we are not going to
comment on this story.” Lon-
don’s Metropolitan police
said “we are not prepared to
discuss matters of security of
this type.”

The Sun, quoting an unn-
amed security source, claimed

policy

‘ wo civil liberties
groups in the US have
taken legal action to

block President George W
 Bush’s domestic spying
programme.
| The groups want an imm-
| ediate halt to the “illegal and
unconstitutional” eavesdrop-
ping on US citizens.

The federal lawsuits were
filed in New York and Detroit
by the Center for Constituti-
onal Rights (CCR) and the
American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU).

The president has defen-
ded the policy as critical to
the war against terror.

Mr Bush signed a secret
presidential order following
the 11 September 2001 atta-
cks, allowing the National
Security Agency (NSA) to
track the international telep-
hone calls and e-mails of hun-
dreds of people without refe-
mral to the courts.

Previously, surveillance
{ on US soil was generally
. limited to foreign embassies.

The ACLU and CCR are
seeking an injunction preven-
ting the government carrying
out electronic surveillance in
the US without warrants.

Mr Bush and the head of
the NSA, Keith Alexander, are
named in the legal actions.

The head of ACLU, Anth-
ony Romero, described the
current monitoring of US
citizens as “a chilling asse-
rtion of presidential power”.

CCR legal director Bill
Goodman said: “This illegal
activity is cloaked in the guise
of national security.

“In reality, it reflects an
attempt by the Bush administ-
ration to exercise unchecked
power without the inconve-
nient interference of the other
co-equal branches of the
government.”

Other plaintiffs include
Greenpeace, the Council on
American-Islamic Relations
and UK journalist Christo-
pher Hitchens.

The New York Times, whi-
ch leaked information about
the spying policy last month,
reported on Tuesday that
much of the domestic spying

Bush challenged on spying

was unproductive and led
federal agents to dead ends
or innocent US citizens.

Two UN soldiers
killed in Haiti

wo Jordanian peacek-

eepers serving with

the United Nations in
Hait1 have been shot dead in
a volatile district of the capital,
Port-au-Prince.

A third UN soldier, also
from Jordan, was injured in the
attack on a checkpoint in the
Cite Soleil district.

The deaths come a day
after protesters demanded
the UN take action against

_crime before the 7 February

were sent fo

Haiti after President Jean

Bertrand Aristide was ousted

in2004.

Cite Soleil is a sprawling
slum area of Port-au-Prince
regarded as fiercely loyal to
Mr Aristide.

The area is often blighted
by violence and controlled by
gangs loyal to the ousted
president.

How Latin America’s
political landscape could be
redrawn

The BBC’s Simon Watts
says the Jordanian troops in
Haiti have one of the toughest
assignments on a very tough
mission.

Restoring order in the
shantytowns is vital for sec-
urity in Haiti, our correspo-
ndent says, but the UN mis-
sion has had major problems
with strategy.

He says that using str-
ong-armed tactics inside
places like Cite Soleil has
angered residents, while not
going in hard has sparked
protests by business leaders

: who want the UN to do more

to tackle violent crime.
The latest incident comes
as peacekeepers try to

! improve security before the

elections next month.
Haitian and UN officials
said the shooting would not

- derail plans for the vote.

However the US Ambass-
ador to the UN, John Bolton,

: described the situation as

“very, very disturbing™.

The polls are being held
to elect a permanent govern-
ment to replace the transiti-

: onal government installed
i when Mr Arnistide’s fled the
i country.

Thursday,

January 19. 2006

police officers had uncovered
the plot while probing activi-
ties of members of the Fathers
4 Justice movement.

That group’s founder told
the AP that the purported plot
has “definitely nothing to do
with the official group.”

Matt O’Connor said that
anti-terrorism police had been
investigating some former
members of his group.

“l was made aware in
December that anti-terrorist
branch were involved and
when I checked, that was
correct,” he said.

“If there are extremists on
the fringes who could under-
mine all the work we have do-
ne, we would have to consi-
der our positions and perhaps
think about winding the
group up.”

Blair and his wife Cherie
also have sons Euan, 21 and
Nicholas, 20, and daughter
Kathryn, 17.

Tony Blair, British Prime thster

Republicans unveil lobbying curbs

epublicans in the US
Congress have unv-
iled a package of

anti-corruption reforms in the
wake of a scandal spawned
by a powerful lobbyist.

The plans put forward in
the House of Represent-
atives would ban most gifts
and privately-sponsored
travel.

Democrats criticised the
reforms as inadequate. They
are due to propose their own
measures on Wednesday.

The moves come after the
guilty plea on corruption cha-
rges by lobbyist Jack Abram-
off, who had ties to Repub-
licans.

Under the terms of a plea
bargain, Abramoff will co-
operate with a probe into all-
eged corruption among Con-
gress members.

Some Democrats are also
said to be implicated in the
case, which correspondents
say is an unexploded bomb
under both houses.

Correspondents say Tue-
sday’s move was a pre-empt-
ive strike from a party accused
by opponents of presiding
over a culture of corruption.

House of Representatives
Speaker Dennis Hastert prom-
oted laws that would stop lob-
byists paying for lunches, or
arranging “fact-finding™ trips

{ for politicians to warm-

weather resorts.

“A member of Congress
should be able to accept a
baseball cap... from the proud
students of a local middle
school, but he... doesn’t need
to be taken to...
Washington lobbyist,” he
said.

Democrats hit back that

the measures were like stic-
king a “Band-Aid on a gaping
wound”.

“Formore than a decade...
House Republicans have
benefited from their systemic
culture of corruption at the
expense of the American peo-
ple,” House Democratic
leader Nancy Pelosi said.

Democrats believe the
issue can win them votes in
November’s mid-term elect-
ions, says the BBC’s James
Coomarasamy in Washin-
gton.

The proposal comes after
embattled Republican politi-
cian Tom DeLay relinquished

his bid to reclaim his post as
majority leader of the H«\m,
earlier this month.

The politician - who has
long-term ties to Abramofl -
denies laundering corporate
contributions for use in
Republican campaigns in the
state.

The US justice depart-
ment is believed to be inves-
tigating as many as 20 mem-
bers of Congress and aides
implicated in the lobby st
scandal.

Abramoff is accus«
using gifts of money. for
trips and lavish meals t
political influence.

dmner by a :

Bolivia president
sacks army head

olivia’s outgoing
President Eduardo
Rodriguez has sac-

ked the army chief and ord-
ered a probe into the destru-
ction in the US of some 30
missiles in October.

Mr Rodriguez said he had
been told the ageing Chinese
missiles posed a safety risk
and had authorised American
help with their decommiss-
ioning.

But, he said, the army
should not have sent them
out of the country.

At the ime, Evo Morales
- who will take office on
Sunday - had called it a US
plot to weaken Bolivian
defences.

Mr Morales’ party had
threatened to impeach Pres-
ident Rodriguez over the
deactivation of the surface-
to-air missiles, but corresp-

ondents says it has ba
away from the threat rec

President Rodrigue:
on Tuesday he would
clarification from Washu
about the episode.

Defence Minister Gor
Mendez has resigned s
role can be investigated

Army chief General
celo Antezana will face dis
plinary proceedings aficr
published a letter in severa
newspapers, demandmg tha
the government release
documents pertaming i«
decommussioning.

In October, he had 1ss
a declaration saying he »
the sole person respon:
for the decision.

But last week, he ap
ared to reject any resp
ibility and hinted that 1
had been American pres
for the missiles to be tak
a US bise.
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hirty two years ago,
after the C1A-inspired
coup that toppled the
popularly elected Chilean
Socialist President, Allende
Salvador and brought General
Augusto Pinochet to power,
she along with her widowed
mother were prisoners, of the
neofascist junta. They were
blindfolded. beaten and
denied food for five days
while their cell mates were
raped. Their crime were to
have been the daughter and
wife of former airforce general,
who was arrested and tortu-
red to death for having oppo-
sed the 1973 coup.

The former 22 year old
medical student whose ordeal
and her mother’s were reco-
unted briefly above, is now
the 54-year-old pediatrician,

twice-divorced mother of

three children and the third
women to be elected directly
to the highest office of exe-
cutive presidency in Latin
America.

Her name is Ms Michelle
Bachelet, whose stunning
victory at last Sundays run-
off polls in Chile ensured that
the centre-left coalition called
concertacion retained power
for the fourth time in a row,
since democracy was resto-
red in 1980. She won 53% in
the Sunday run-off to see off
the wealthy conservative
businessman, Mr. Sebastian
Pinera who trailed with 46%
of the final vote. The election
consolidated the left wing
trend in Latin American
politics, following quickly in
the heels of the mammoth
victory of the former anti-
establishment figure and coca
grower, Mr. Evo Morales in
Bolivia just about three weeks

' ago. The victory of Ms Bac-
helet is more stunning when
| taken against the background
that Chile is strongly Catholic
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Senior Reporter (Foreign

Desk)
and socially conservative
and the most unlikely place
for a twice-divorced single
mother to scoop election
victory to the highest office
in the land.

Even the president-elect
was almost sure footed of the
enormous constraints. “I was
a woman, a divorcee, a soci-
alist, an agnostic... all poss-
ible sins together,” she said
recently. But what she even
purported as her weakness
counted as her political
strength. The Chile military
establishment from where
General Pinochet Sprang his
infamous Washington insp-
ired coup is largely discred-
ited and are held responsible
for the “night fall in Sant-
1ago.” General Alberto Bac-
helet, the father of the pres-
ident-elect was among few
pro-democracy officers, who
were incarcerated and even-
tually died in prison of heart
attack, as a result of torture.
Ms Bachelet who will be
inaugurated as president on
the 11™ of March was sure
that the ice of male dominated
society has been irrevocably
broken. At a mammoth celeb-
ration of her victory in Chilean
Capital, Santiago she said,
“who would have said 10, 15
years ago that a woman
would be elected president.”

While the solid pedigree
of Ms Bachelet surely had its
impact on her election fortu-
nes the socialist platform on
which she stood accounted
largely for the stunning
victory.

Chile was under a punis-
hing and neo-fascist dictator-
ship from 1973 to 1990, when
the General Pinochet’s regime
made a grudging concession

Daily Trust

Ms Michelle Bachelet

to the trends of democratic
renewal in the region. But
Pinochet and his military
henchmen wanted to install a
regime that was by all intents

and purposes, an image of

their junta. And to assure
themselves of continuous
influence in the country,
General Pinochet and the
closet of henchmen awarded
themselves life senators in a
bid to draw an iron curtain
across their past misdeeds.
But the victims of their cruel
and corrupt regime including
Ms Bachelet were unrelen-
ting in their campaign to bring
them to justice.

Early in the new century,

“However, in Chile after her exile, Ms
Bachelet worked underground with other
leftist exiles, quietly advancing in the
socialist party and became a well known
figure in the centre-left coalition that has
ruled the country since 1990. Current out
going President Mr Ricardo Lagos, who was

constitutionally barred from seeking

re-

election made her his health minister, then
in 2002 named her defence minister. She won
accolades for helping to heal division
between civilians and military left overs
from-the dictatorship.’
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Chile: Another woman triumphs in

HF

the campaign paid off, when
a Spanish judge issued a
warrant of arrest for General
Pinochet, who was on medical
vacation in Britain. For many
months, General Pinochet was
held in Britain while the legal
row went on whether to extr-
adite him to Spain to answer
charges of crimes against
humanity.

However, the Chilean
managed democracy did not
stay too long in the hands of
the junta. For sixteen years,
the centre left has held power
and eight years ago, since Mr.
Richardo Lagos presidency,
Ms Bachelet’s star has been
rising steadily in Chilean
politics.

After all her ordeal, which
she doesn’t want to talk
about, except to say that she
and her mother were, “phys-
ically mistreated,” and claims
to habour no malice, because
she has “a political underst-
anding of why those things
happened,” she and her
mother were forced into five
year exile. They went to first,
Australia and later to the
former communist East
Germany where she married a
fellow Chilian exile. They later
separated and she had a third
child from a new relationship
which also collapsed later. At
news conference in Santigo
during the heat of campaign,
a correspondent reportedly
asked her
marrying again

if she would be
she queried
the journalist if he could have
asked a man the qn:\nm:

C \-E!L} {

office
a serroub affarr.

charge:ofi the highest

in thecland s

My. Sebastian Pinera

that may not leave her with
any room for matters of the
heart.

However, in Chile after her
exile, Ms Bachelet worked
underground with other
leftist exiles, quietly advan-
cing in the socialist party and
became a well known figure
in the centre-left coalition that
has ruled the country since
1990. Current out going
President Mr Ricardo Lagos,
who was constitutionally
barred from seeking re-
election made her his health
minister, then in 2002 named
her defence minister. She won
accolades for helping to heal
division between civilians
and military left overs from
the dictatorship.

Ms Michelle Bachelet
who after inauguration on 11
March would join the rank of
other Latin American leaders
like President Hugo Chavez of
Venezuala, Evo Morales in
Bolivia has pledged to work
with them. “Chavez, Morales,
they are presidents elected by
their peoples. Chile must have
relations with them,” she said.

On the General Pinochet
question, the president
turns more serious when she
discusses the 90 year-old
former dictator. He is however

elect

under

house arrest and has
been fighting legal battles for
years. He has lost his imm-

unity and faces charges of tax
fraud and other crimes related
to secret multi-million dollar
bank accounts, many of them
with the Washington-based
Ri bank.~Ms, ‘Bachelet
says the gcxlCt{ﬂ_ifﬁ]&u urek
a& apohifieal acter. How-

04

evam

ever, under Chilian prot
he would be entitled to a s
funeral as a former presid
There is a strong chance
could die while she is runr
the country. “I would res;
all the laws and decress,
frankly I would say it we
be very violent for the Chil
conscience to give a st
funeral to someone who
been involved, not only
human rights violation pr
ess but also a scandal like
Riggs Bank,” she said.
Unlike the outgou
president Richard Lagos w!
is a member of the socia
party, does not make muc
issue out of it, Ms Bachelet
very enthusiastic to discu
her socialist roots. “I wou
say I am a socialist, of cours
but I wear many hats”
added “I was not a ministe
of the socialists; I was
minister of all the Chilean
will be president for all
Chileans,” Ms Bachelet w
is long known, for having |
the trauma of the dictators
in which she suffered pe:
nally behind her said, “be
use [ was the victim of hatr
I have dedicated my life
reverse that hatred and t
into understanding, tolera

and — why not say it
love,” words that wouls
carned the approval of
her legendry hate-victi

venerable Nelson Man

He rival, consen
businessman S:
era have
saying that she repre
“the swruggle of mill

stial

congratulatc

yOmen o rmw theE posit
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First Inland
Bank unveils
new logo

From Bright Ewulu,
Deputy Business Editor

he First Inland Bank
Plc Monday unveiled
its new logo, saying that
itstesuming business withaN70
billion deposit base.
Speaking at the logo
unveiling Beremony, its
chairman, Alhaji Muham-madu
Danmadami said at the event
graced by the managing director,
Mr Okey Nwosu and other top
directors that the bank is truly a
Nigerian bank and intends to take
its operations outside the
' country in the near future. He said
 that the bank made up of TMB
‘ Bank, NUB Bank, Inland and
First Atlantic Bank Plc is primed
to take banking to new heights
{in the country.
On the strength of the bank
. in the market place, he posited
that “this has produced a timely
pan-Nigerian bank with wide
| national spread across all geo-
political zones of the country. We
are proud to inform you that
your bank is today represented
‘in 31 states, 72 towns and
municipalities, with 146 business
offices.

First Bank opens
. Festac branch,
relocates Yaba

st Bank of Nigeria Plc has
added another branch fo its
, expansive network. The
' new branch, located on road 32,
 Festac town, Lagos brings to 387
ithe number of the bank’s
. branches across the country. It
|is open for operations effective
| yesterday.
According to the bank, the
new Festac branch and about 306
' others are already hooked on the

bank’s finacle software platform |

which provides its on-line
branches throughout the
country. In other words,
[ customers can access their

‘'accounts from branches other

than their own.

Meanwhile, the bank has
moved its Yaba, Lagos branch
located on $322 Herbert
{Macaulay Way, to 32 T. O. S
‘Benson Avenue (formerly
Commercial Avenue) Yaba.

The relocation is in line with
the bank’s drive to operate in a
modemn and more conducive
_environment.

Sanusi now First
Pensions Fund

chairman

he immediate past
Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN)
Governor, Chief Joseph
Sanusi has been made the
pioneer chairman of First

Pensions Fund Custodian.

(FPFC).

According to-First Bank
of Nigeria (FBN) head, Image
Management, Mr Jide
Ogundele, Chief Sanusi’s
appointment to head the
bank’s pension management
subsidiary has  been
dpproved by the National
Pensions  Commission
(PENCOM).

promotion in Lagos...recently.

y Tngs_t. _

L-R: Mr. Charles Oben, head, Brand & Communications (UBA) and Mr. Chika Mordi, éxec
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utive director,

Retail, at the grand draw of the MoneyGran

ar end

Delta Steel Coy begins production

fter scveral years in
comatose, the Delta Steel
ompany Limited has
begun full commercial
production of steel products.
Managing Director of Global
Infrastructure. managers of the
steel firm, 1alit Kumar Sehgal
made this known to pressmen in
Abuja yesterday where he said
production started after several
facilities in the plant where
renovated while some
machineries were replaced.
His words: “Delta steel is
producing liquid steel as at

Nigeria to get two more refineries —

ans have been concluded

for the construction of two

new refineries in the
country, the Group Managing
Director of the Nigerian National
Petroleum Corporation (NNPC),
Engineer Funsho Kupolokun
has said.

Speaking yesterday at the
NNPC Headquarter in Abuja
while briefing newsmen on the
activities of the corporation last
year, kupolokun said the two
refineries will be established in
the eastern part and western part
of the country.

According to kupolokun, by
next month the study for the
specific locations of the two
refineries will be concluded and
work will commenced as soon as
the study is over.

He said the project is a join
venture between NNPC and the
five oil majors in the country
which include Shell, Chevron,
Elf, Agip and Texeco.

He said the two new
refineries with export focus are
being evaluated by key
operators of the upstream oil
industries and have the capacity
to produce 150,000 and 250,000
barrals per day respectively.

“Already, feasibility studies
for the establishment of two
green Field refineries by the oil
majors are on going. Although
NNPC will be partowners of these

By Anas A Galadima,
Business Reporter
today, right now, everyday, since
December 29, 2005, from
indigenous resources. It is
currently producing liquid steel.
The plant has swung into full
commercial production of liquid

steel and its subsequent
conversion into billets”
He noted that the

management of the company has
seta target of producing 800,000
tons of steel per annum from the
plant as away of maximizing the
productive potentials of the

By Hamisu Muhammad,
Business Reporter

refineries, majority sharcholding
will be vested in the industry
following the NLNG model”.
Kupolokun said in his speech.

He said the project is part of
avariety of downstream projects
being evaluated this year by the
corporation and its strategic
partners in the sector.

In addition, Kupolokun said

here are strong
indications that the
current over 103
operating insurance firms
might be reduced to 50 by
2007 when the on-going
reforms and recapitalization
exercise is completed.
Experts in the insurance
sub-sector though acknow-
ledged the pains and stress
that come with the
announced recapitalization,
however acclaimed the
governmerit’s decision as the
best that will put the
insurance sector in its
rightful place in the economy.
Managing director of

Sovereign Frust Insurance-

Plc, Mr. Seun Ajayi in an
interview with Busiungss, Trust
applauded the government

company, pointing that when
Ajaokuta steel begins full time
production in the middle of the
year, the country’s steel
requirement would be met by the
two steel plants which are to be
supplied with raw materials by
the Nigerian Iron Ore Mining
Company (NIOMCO).

The MD observed that
some of the major problems that
may impede effective production
of steel in the county are lack of
sufficient infrastructure like
railway lines and as well as raw
materials.

amini refinery with 30,000 barrals
per day capacity will be built at
escravos by the NNPC/Chevron
JV, aimed at providing fuel for
boats, helicopters fixed wing

aircraft among others.
The group managing

director also said the the
corporation is already building
25 mega stations “12 of these
have been commissioned whilst
the remaining 13 are being
constructed”.

From Abdulwahab Isa
Business Correspondent (Lugas)‘
initiative, adding that the
sector will be much stronger
and better at the end of the
exercise.

In what is seen as a replay
of the trend in the banking
sector where a hitherto
existing 89 banks were
streamlined to 25 through a
N25 billion capitalization
exercise, opinions are already
formed that the insurance
sector will witness real active
underwriters of risks at the
end of the exercise.

Meanwhile, shareholders
and board of directors of
Sovereign “Trust Insurance
Plc at the company’s extra-

Qorkd'magy general meeting in
y Ordinagy o g

L ] .
Lagos have endorsed a

Insurance firms may ber

NIOMCO which is
supposed to supply the two
plants with raw materials has
been bedeviled by certain
problems, he said.

“Some of the previous
NIOMCO contractors who were
being owed by the federal
government over their services
atthe mines are still holding unto
the equipment and substations.
They locked up the substations
and they are constituting a major
impediment to the productivity
of the mines. Till theses things
are resolved, it will be difficult to

Kupolokun

“Inthe Niger Delta, 6 floating
filling stations are being
developed by NNPC the first will
be commissioned in the first
quarter 2006 while the others will
come on stream through later part
of the year”.he said.

In the upstream sectors, the
GMD NNPC said the target is to
achieve growth in the crude oil
reserves to 40 billion barrel and
production capacity to4.5 million
barrels perday by 2010.

educed to 50

the |

resolution giving
directors the go-ahead to list
the company’s shares on the

Nigerian Stock Exchange
(NSE) and there after make a |

public offering of the
company’s unsubscribed
shares in such proportion

and consideration at a time |

deemed desirable in the
interest of the company.
Also, the board and
shareholders have also
approved the resolution to
increase the company’s
authorized capital from N1
billion to N3.5 billion by way
of creation of additional five
billion ordinary shares of 50
kobo each with such shares
to rank in all respects with the
existing ordinary shares in the
capital of the company.

make much prog .
mining compan Vel
contractors to t! !
governmentand we

to solve these pro

He explaine
the next few mont
to commission
would like de
government to res 1S
1ssues, so that no \
take over thosc s b
another line could b
that we could bring
full capacity. We
mine at Ajabanok nok
and Itakpe are two nines
which are part of N1 '
mining is going to st
soon’”.

Heregretted the wat the
total reserves in botl ke ar
Ajabanoko sites of M
can only serve the ry for
only six years, stress ¢ need
for activities to beg
mines across the co

“What we need ) 1S 1

7R

urgently move into mes
thatare near-by and can be easily
blended. We have efore
suggested to the gotcrnment
that we should begu une at
those sites atthe earlics: possible
time. Some amount of cxploration
which needs to be ad out
now so that we can star blending
and prolong the life of ™ TOMCO
as a whole. That means there
will beat least three m 1 Kogn
state, one in Enugu what
we need is to identify four or five
mines which can be ded so
that we can take the lifespan of

the ASC to at least 2 rs

Liyel Imoke, ministe wer &

steel




e federal government
i is still yet to decide on
the fate of Nigerian

- Telecommunications (NITEL)
- and its mobile arm, Mtel, three
- weeks after interested investors
 failed to meet its reserved price.
A reliable source close to the
. transaction told Business Trust
yesterday, that the advisers to
the government on the sale, BNP
Paribas, are yet to present their
recomm-endations to the
government for censideration.
The source who pleaded
anonymity said the Bureau of
Public Enterprises (BPE) is still
waiting to get the submission of
theadvisers on the sale of NITEL
so that it can compare it with its
own opinion then present it to
the National Council on
Privatisation for consideration.
Orascom group of Egypt
had emerged winner for the sale
of 5 cent fe

Cornelius Adebayo, comms.
minister

By Anas A. Galadima,
Business Reporter
shares in the company at the
opening of financial bids on

December29",2005.

The company offered to pay
a total of $256 million (about
N33.3 billion) to emerge as the
winner while the other bidder,
Newtel International failed to
submitits bid in the second round
of bidding.

The sale was consequently
declared inconclusive by

Daily Trust

Privatisation Update

FGyetto decide fate of NITEL

chairman Technical Committee of
NCP, Mr. Akin Kekere Ekun
because the price offered was far
below the government’s
reserved price.

Top government officials
have there after condemned the
low price offered by the group
because it was considered to be
farbelow the $1.1 billion offered
by Investors International
London Limited (IILL) during the
initial attempt to sell NITEL/Mtel
in November 2002.

s uncertainties stil
/\ becloud the sale of
he Nigerian
Telecomm-unication Limited
(NITEL) to Orascom of
Egypt, the management and
staff of the government-
owned telecoms company
have been urged not to do
anything that will adversely
affect the privatization
process.

Making the call in his
2006 message to NITEL staff
in Abuja recently, the Chief
Executive Officer (CEO) of
NITEL, Mr. Albert Mashi said
rather than do anything that
will rock the boat of
privatization, the staff should

Kaduna Refinery for sale this year

he federal government
I has slated the Kaduna
Refinery and
Petrochemical Company
(KRPC) as one of the public
enterprises to be sold this
year. Chigbo Anichebe, head
of Public Communications at
the . Bureau of Public
Enterprises (BPE) told
Business Trust in Abuja
yesterday that the company
would be sold before the year
runs out.

He said, “At the
appropriate time, we would
call for expressions of interest
from all investors who would
like to bid for the company.”

Mr. Anichebe however
did not give information
about the time the
privatization of the firm
would commence.

The refinery, which was
commissioned in 1980 to
supply petroleum products
to-Northern Nigeria, had an
initial capacity of 50,0000
barrels per day. Its capacity
was later expanded to
100,000 barrels per day and
later, again, it was further
expanded to its current
nameplate capacity of
110,000 barrels per day.

Some of the facilities of
the refinery include crude
distillation Unit (CDU),
Vaccuum Distillation Unit
and Asphat Blowing Unit.

Others are kerosene
hydro heating, Neptha Hydro
treating and fluid catalytic
cracking amongst others.

Meanwhile, the interested
investors in Port Harcourt
Refinery Company Limited

(PHRC) have revalidated
their bids for the company.
Anichebe, who also

confirmed the development |

to Business Trust, said

companies that revalidated |

their bids for PHRC have also
conducted due diligence on
the company.

The BPE had last month
nullified the technical bids
submitted by the five
interested bidders for the firm
on grounds that they all failed
to score the minimum points
required in their technical
bids.

The four consorting that
initially submitted bids for
the firm are Chrome/Chinese/
Essan oil, Shell/Oando
consortium, Refinee
Petroplus Consortium and
the Transitional corporation.

...as CEQ tasks staff

on privatization

From Zakariyya Adaramola |
in Lagos

work towards the successful
completion of the exercise.

According to Mr. Mashi,
privatization of NITEL will be
in the overall interest of all
stakeholders as the company
will soon emerge as a strong
and market driven telecoms
company. The NITEL CEO,
message published in the
current edition of NITEL
news, urged staff and
management to marshal out
plans that would confront the
big challenges in the telecoms
market.

His words: “You will recall
that I had cause to write you
about two months ago. That
message contained all the key
information on the current
position of our company.

“Despite that however, I
like to reiterate that we must
all work hard to ensure the
continued survival of our

company. This calls for
consistency in the
performance of  our

respective  duties  or
responsibilities. The situation
in the telecommunications
market today poses big
challenges to NITEL. We
must marshal out plans and
work towards confronting
these challenges. That will be
the beginning of our
collective resolve to turn a

new lead as we beg new
year aimed at doing whatever
we can to ensure that N1TE]
not only surviy the
competition but em S as
a strong and marke ven
company.

_“As the Bureau of Public
Enterprises implem the
programme to priv ur
company, let u C
anything that will 1 the
boat or adversely af the
process.

Rather, we shou ik
towards the suc

completion of the SS
which will be in the
interest of all stakeh

The NITEL bos
believes that the cc
has great potentia
bright future, advis
staff to work collecti
position the compa
good shape.

Irene Chigbue, DG, BI'

PUBLIC NOTICE

By Order of the Liquidator.

R.C 465232

Dated this 16™ day of January, 2006.

Signed:
Innocent T. Isichei

- Liguidator

B.L. HARBERT (NIGERIA) LIMITED

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that pursuant to section 468 (2) of the Companies
and Allied Matters Act, 1990 the Final General Meeting of the above Company
will be held at 991/992 Zakariya Maimalari Street, Central Business District on
February 6, 2006 at 10:00am for the purpose of laying before such a meeting the
final accounts of the Company on and of giving any explanations thereof.




IST-TIER SECURITIES

Company Name

Fraded

ADSWITCH PIL(
CUTFIX PLC
Sector Totals
AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED
OKITIPUPA OIL PALM P

PRESCO PL(
Sector Totals

AUTOMOBILE & TYRE
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC
R. T. BRISCOAE PLC.
Sector Totals
BANKING

ACCESS BANK PL(
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC.
DIAMOND BANK PLC
EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
FIRST CITY MONUMENT BANK PLC
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC
GTBANK PLC.
INVESTMENT BANKING
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC.
NAL BANK PLC
OCEANIC BANK PLC

TRADE BANK PLC

UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PL(
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC.
UNIVERSAL TRUST BANK PL(
WEMA BANK PLC.

ZENITH BANK PLC

Sector Totals

BREWERIES

CHAMPION BREWERIES PLC.
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC.
Sector Totals

BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC.
CEMENT COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIG.

WEST AFRICAN PORTLAND CEMENT CO.

Sector Totals

CHEMICAL & PAINTS

BERGER PAINTS PLC.

CAPPLE.

D. N. MEYER PLC
NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC.
Sector Totals

CONGLOMERATES

A. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC.

C F A O NIGERIA PLC.

JOHN HOLT PLC.

B Z-INDUSTRIES. PLC.
U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC.

UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC

U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC.

Sector Totals

CONSTRUCTION

JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
NIGERIAN WIRE AND CABLE PLC.
Sector Totals

FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC.

FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC.
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC.
NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC.
Sector Totals

HEALTHCARE

EVANS MEDICAL PLC.

104

-0

GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIGERIA PLCI13

NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC.

PHARMA-DEKO PLC.

Sector Totals
INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
B.O.C. GASES PLC

VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC

VONO PRODUCTS PL(

Sector Totals

AIICO INSURANCE PL(
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. Pl
CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC.
GREAT NIGERIA INSURANCE PL(

LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC.

NIGER INSURANCE CO. PL(
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC.

ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PL(
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCI
UNIC INSURANCE PLC.

WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PL(

Sector Totals v

JAPAUL OIL & MARITIME SERVICES PLC
Sector Totals

AVON CROWNCAPS & CONTAINERS PLC.
Sector Totals
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)

AFROIL PLC

AFRICAN PETROLEUM PL(

" CONOIL PL( -

ETERNA OIL & GAS-PL(

MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC

OANDO PLC

TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC

FTOTAL NIGERIA PLC

PRINTING & PUBLISHING

LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC.

Sector Totals

REALESTATE

UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC
Sector Totals

TEXTILES

AFRRINT-NIGERIA-RLC.
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4,203,730
980,000
101,000
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3,381,045
1,374,632
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592,177
368,784
2,066,293
14.576
123,367
67,617,503

4.000
968.639
809,630
1,782,269

1,737,341
28,860
16.85

2,375,398

6,799
3,316
11,700
12,600
34,415

62,000
6,848
4,083
188,888
3,584,415
151,646
91,258
4,089,138

20,000
20,000

880
880

40,959
100,099
313,726
16,240
4,710
58,7217
534,461

20,000
47,546
600
500
68,646

101,500
157,289
2,008,657
2,267,446

16,189
176,827
1,102
25,000
205,000
99.773
1,300
244,021
40,400
423,920
199,743
1,433,275

49,914
49,914

10,000
10,000

18.350
416,254
64,248

2.222.605

10,397
21.927
9037
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2,050

62.650
62,650
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6,002.
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440,000.

598.
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304,085.

778,732
2,917,958
4,000,776

22,392,639.
832,204.
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2,214,800.
516,110.
.00
44.539,994.
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FOP 10 TRADES YESTERDAY

SYMBOL VOLUME VALUE FRAl
OCEANIC 1,563.920.00 9,386,653.40
ASHAKACEM 1,740.341.00 56,094,282.42

VONO 2,008,657.00 291795825

UTB 2,066,293.00 1.425.742.17
ETERNAOIL 2.228,195.00 6,925.484.50

UACN 3.591.201.00 56,675,899.56

DIAMONDBNK 4.203,730.00 32,578,907.50
GUARANTY 5,164,051.00 67.208,399.59

ACCESS 8.090,831.00 23293 383 75
NAL 43451,714.00 121,608,799.20
TOP 10 GAINERS
SYMBOL LAST CLOSE YESTERDAY'SCLOSE CHANCI
GUINNESS 97.00 100.00 +3.0(
TEXACO 112.00 113.00 +1.00
NNEM 14.05 14.75 0.7
WAPCO 16.53 16.89 +H0).3
VITAFOAM 493 517 +0.24
GUARANTY 12.82 1299 H).
PRESCO 1140 11.55 H),
OCEANIC 5.86 6.00 +H).
DUNLOP 2.60 271 +H)
BERGER 401 409 {
TOP 10 LOSERS
SYMBOL LAST CLOSE YESTERDAY'SCLOSE CHANG}
NESTLE 190.00 187.00 -3.0¢
AP 49.70 48.00 -1.7
NBC 63.70 62.50 -1.2
CONOIL 93.20 9215 -1.0
7UP 2601 25.00 -1.0
MOBIL 160.00 159.00 -1.0X
ASHAKACEM 3360 33.03 £.57
CADBURY 6545 65.01 044
OANDO 96.50 96. 06 - 044
93 895 0.3¢

Borlshade W00S Chlnese
businessmen to Nigeria

inister of Aviation, Professor Babalola Borish:

has advised Chinese businessmen to take ad\

age of the enabling environment created b
present administration to invest in Nigeria’s aviation sec

The minister made this call when a delegation of Niger
Chinese business community led by Sir Elvis Emecheta
ited him in his office in Abuja. Professor Borishade \
impressed that the delegates were made up of airline oy
tors, businessmen and people from the cultural sector
economy. The minister charged them to take advantag
the enabling environment created by this administrat
invest and develop cargo business in Nigeria.

The delegates were informed by Professor Boris
that six (6) cargo terminals would be built within the sh
possible time. The need to build maintenance hanger
also stressed by the minister to facilitate the servic
airlines.

The minister also requested the Nigeria —Chinese
ness delegation to properly package their proposal on |
Calabar, Port-Harcourt and Lagos International Airpos
urgent consideration by the federal government.

The delegates were equally advised to take some
able steps needed to actualize their objectives. Some ¢
include the establishment of Bilateral Air Services /
ment (BASA) between Nigeria and China, registra
their companies/businesses with the corporate affairs
mission and application for Air Transport License (A

Professor Borishade promised that a high powered
mentation committee with members from both cou
would be drawn to work out the details for the succ
implementation of their agenda. Sir Elvis Emecheta, cl
man of Link Global logistics (Nigeria) Limited on beha
the delegates said that the meeting was a follow u
similar one by the Nigerian delegation and the resultar
ing of memorandum of Understanding between Niger
China.

Sir Emecheta stated that the purpose of their visit
garner necessary information needed to invest in civil A
tion and airport operation. He equally disclosed t
delegation intends to find a place in Africa especially N
ria to serve as a transit eamp for both passenger and
flight like whdt Bbtains in some developed natiohs of
wortd -For 1\mnu U’luﬂn and Nu\ York serve d5 ¢
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Business Trust

Glo to give free mok::le
lines to workers

lobacom Nigeria

limited has gone into

a partnership with
the federal government
which allows the company to
supply all federal government
employees across the
country free Glo simhpacks as
a way of connecting the
workers.

Under the scheme, a total
of about 1.1million sim packs
would be given out free to all
federal employees. A total of
105,947 packs will go to
workers in the presidency
and all federal ministries
while 902,000 will be given to
workers in the various federal
parastatals.

Speaking after some of
the packs together with 5000
telephone directories were
presented to the Secretary
to the Government of the
Federation, Obong Uffot
Ekaette, the company’s
Senior Co-ordinator, Special
Projects, Francis Imanluhe
said the scheme was
introduced by the company
to enable public workers
across the country get
connected.

- He said the company had
invested a lot of money into
the scheme because it
believes that it would bring
benefits to the firm in the long
term.

The company, which
currently has a customer
base of 4.5million, has already
launched the scheme in the
presidency and six states of
the federation namely: Edo,
Ogun, Imo, Bauchi, Osun and
Kwara.

“The scheme, which is
tagged “Glo-Federal
government " joint
communication initiative” is
an off-shoot of a request by
the federal government that
telecommunications comp-
anies in the country provide
workers with accessible
means of communication,”
said Imanluhe.

Cornelius Adebayo, ministerof |

commu‘nications

r.n

: .By Anas A. Ga'l'adima,
Business Reporter

Over 2000 packs were
presented to the SSG while
an undisclosed number was
presented to the ministry of
agriculture for onward
distribution to workers in the
ministry and its parastatals.

Mike Gituboh, the
company’s executive
director, special duties, who
presented the items on behalf
of the firm, said the company
has established a high

it attend to customers’
complaints that may arise in
the course of using the
company’s Services.
Receiving the sim packs
and directories on behalf of
the SSG, Alhaji Bala
Maitambari, . Permanent
Secretary, Special Service
Office expressed the
government’s gratitude for
the company’s gesture, even
as he commended the firm for
what he described as
remarkable achievements in

e British Airways has
pledged to assist, the
ministry of aviation in

the area of emergency
response services by
providing skilled manpower
to review the country’s
current situation in aviation
and make recommendations

. for specific actions to

counter the problem.
A press statement made

. available to Business Trust,

fromt the ministry yesterday
stated that a letter sent to the
minister of aviation, Prof.
Babalola Borsihade from Mr
Robbie Baird said the British
Airways would maintaine
and improve aviation
infrastructure and

regulations, particularly
those listed for execution by
the minister.

According to Mr. Baird,

British Airways

pledges assistancein
‘aviation emergencies

By Austine Odo,
Business Editor

what emergency response

involved and the inter-
relation between response
plans of the emergency
services, airport management
and airlines.”

The release further said
that some of the areas of
assistance by the British
Airways include screening
and recruitment process to
secure world class airport
managers, emergency
response and the control of
bird strikes.

The release also said that

informed that Messrs He

Seymour and Shatsyed of
British Airways have be
dedicated to facilitate t

implementation of

programme to achi
desired results.
Earlier, the minis

intimated officials of Bri
Airways during a visit on
determination

commitment to the safe t
project, up grading of
Lagos runway 18L, airy
terminals, fire servic
improvement of aviat
security and other necess

capacity call centre to enable

the telecom sector.

the infrastructure.

e

The preliminary written test will qualify participating schools for
the Zonal Quiz stage of the competition.

All schools that have applied to participate in the compstition
shouid come o the test centre in their respective states with the
best two (2) studenis from their school {(whose details were
supplied in the registration forms).

VENUES
ABA

Hall FW2 Abia State Polytechnic,
Owerri Road, Aba

OWERRI
| Multi-Purpose Hall, Alvan tkoku

Owerri
YOLA
School Hall Gen. Murtala HNGAWA

College Theatre Hall, Federal

Mohammed College, Yola
Government College, Kazaure

. Kogi State Polytechnic, Lokoja
B ASABA ,, |
Coliege Lecture Theatre, Federal
College of Education (Technical),
Asaba

ABAKALIKI
SANS HALL, CTHS Campus Ebonyi
State University, Abakaliki

LAGOS
{ Yusuf Grillo Hall, Dept. of Arts &
1 Prmtmg Yaba Col&ege of Tech.

LAFIA

Lecture Theatre Hall, University School of Agre e, Akufe

of Nigeria, Enugu Camp% Enugu

EEM  Asuia . Catie
Assembly Hall, The Nigerian Law g},
School Bwari, Abuja : -

PN cowmeE
School Hall GS$5.G

OSOGBO

iBADAN
Facuity of Law Auditorium, |
. aners%&y of ii)&:ia ., Ibadan

“we intend to help define

FIRSTBANK ‘ANNUAL SECONDARY SCHOOL
QUIZ COMPETITION

The Preliminary Test for the FirstBank Annual Secondary School Quiz Competition (2005
Edition) shall hold at the underlisted centres in the 36 States and Abuja on Saturday,
January 21, 2006. Accreditation starts at 8:00 am prompt.

College of Education, Orlu Road,

Nasarawa State Polytechnic, Lafia

minister was also

FirstBank

Established 1894

Applicant schools that are vet to reccive their invitation
letiers should aiso come 1o the lest centres with their
registered candidates. Candidates should atiend the
test with a letter of identification from their school
principal, School identity Card with the Principal's due
authentication, and an HB Pencil.

J08
i Federal Coliege o Forestry,
| Opposite Unijos, Jus

PORT-HARCOUR™
| College Hall, Rivers State Coilege of Arts
& Science Rumudoia, Port-Harcourt

uYo TARABA
;. 15 KADUNA - . .
Connelly Conellia College Afagha . sEo 5 ~ | School Hall, Federal Govt. Girls College,
-Oku, Behind University of Uyo School Hall, Rimi College, Kaduna Solings ouege,
, , & KANO
: ?ifm ot School Hall, Rumfa College, Kano AWKA
chool Hall, Mt. Gabriel School, University Auditorium, Nnamdi Azikiwe
Makurdi KATSINA University (Permanent Site), Awka
y School Hall, Government College, | -
- MAIDUGURI Katsina ENE  1ORIN .
Schoaol Hall, Federal Government St. Anthony's Secondary School
College, Maiduguri LOKOJA Off Offa Road, llorin :

BIRNIN-KEBBI

CST Hall, College of Science &
Technology (CST), Waziri Umaru
Polytechnic, Birnin-Kebbi

CALABAR
The Conference Centre,
State Library Complex, Calabar

BAUCH!
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa
| University, Bauchi

SOKOTO
| City Campus Hall, Usmanu Dan
f Fodiyo University, Sokoto

MINNA
BENIN New Lecture Room 1, Federal
School Hall, imaguero College, University of Technology Minna
B t
bt ABEOKUTA
' | Oba Lipede Multi-Purpose Hali, {
9 ADO-EKITI ; P P
%te Primary Education Board | University of Agriculture (UNAAB) m
Ado-Ekiti * | Alabata, Abeckuta

YENAGOA
 St. Jude's Girls Secondary
ss«hooi Amarata, Yenagoa

DAMATURU
| Federal Polytechnic, Damaturu
GUSAU

| Sambo Secondary School, Gusau




aiduguri is noisy.
The quality of air is
bad. Power genera-
tors have taken over from the
Power Holding Company of

Nigeria' (PHCN) as the chief

source-of power supply. Small
husinesses are dying slowly
ind becoming more expensive.
Inflation is on the rise again.
Neighbours are quarrelling
hecause of perenttial com-
plaints over the noise coming
out of generator sets... (And)
there is social tension...’
The picture painted by
Maiduguri residents, in inter-
views with Daily Trust, on the
situation of electric power sup-
ply and how it is adversely af-
fecting economic and social
activities couldn’t be grimmer.
For long, Maiduguri, which
has become an international
market centre where people
from the Republics of
Cameroon, Chad and Niger
come to do business on a daily
basis, has had to contend with
the perennially poor electric
power supply. Although the
city has grown phenomenally
since the old Maiduguri was
merged with Yerwa (to the
north) to become the new capi-
tal of the Borno empire during
the reign of Shehu Umar Garbai
in 1907, there is no commensu-
rate expansion in power infra-
structure, as electric supply
fluctuates between low and
very low, while the distribution
network remains choked with
ever increasing demand.
Although the Obasanjo
government has claimed taking
significant steps to address the
numerous problems that have
dogged the power sector, its
failure to address holistically
the chronic problems associ-

Maidugu

From: Abdullahi Bego,
Regional Editor (North East)

ated with both the generation
and transmission of electric
power across the country, has
dealt a severe blow to whatever
attempt was made to tackle
youth unemployment, among
other nagging social concerns.
As our correspondent’s checks
in Maiduguri showed, epilep-
tic electric power supply is
gradually sending many
youths out of business, multi-
plying frustration in an
economy already depressed by
rising inflation.

According to Daily Trust
findings, Maiduguri and envi-
rons currently require between
50 to 55 megawatts of electric-
ity per day. If this were avail-
able, the growing number of
banks, fast food chains; restau-
rants, cyber cafes, business
centers and several small busi-
nesses, which need electric
power supply to thrive, would
have had no reason to complain
about the ‘discouraging busi-
ness environment’, which
makes business more expen-
sive and almost indefinitely re-
liant on diesel powered genera-
tor sets. Indeed, the turnover
of these business concerns
would probably have been
higher, because the cost of buv-
ing expensive diesel would
have been defrayed.

But current electric power
supply to Maiduguri is a dis-
couraging 15 megawatts per
day at best, and this ‘peak’
regularly oscillates back to ten
megawatts or less. There are
around 17 feeder lines used by
the Power Holding Company of
Nigeria (PHCN) to distribute
electricity throughout the city.

Dr. Danjuma Gambo
With only 10 to 15 megawatts
or less of electricity supply per
day, only around five feeder
lines or less out of the 17 avail-
able, could get electricity at any
given time; meaning there has
to be a lot of ‘load shedding’ to
circulate or distribute the mea-
gre supply of electricity to all
parts of the city and its envi-
rons. This discouraging sce-
nario has now made organisa-
tions like the Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN) branch, Coca
Cola plants, NNPC, Maiduguri
Flour Mills etc to permanently
stop using ‘public’ electricity
from PHCN as a result of ‘sup-
ply inconsistency and low volt-
age’.

While these organisations
can afford to rely on diesel
powered generators to carry on
their business activities all day,
however, not so is the welder
or battery charger or business
centre on the next street.

In a chat with Daily Trust,
Alhaji Song who runs Atag
Batteries, a battery supply and
maintenance outfit along Baga
Road, Maiduguri said poor
power supply has so affected
his business, that when the
cost of buying diesel to power
his generator is added to other
running costs, ‘there is no.gain
at the end of the day’.

Alhaji Song explained that
he spends half his earnings on

diesel, which he buys at the
cost of N85 per litre. “We ex-
haust as much as 30 littres of
diesel on our generator set per
day. The cost doesn’t add up if
you look at other costs we have
to bear to run the
business...The government
must thoroughly reform the
power sector if it wants the
economy to work”, he said.
Bukar Helempa, who runs a
small computer business cen-
tre on Shehu Laminu Way,
agrees. According to him poor
power supply has sent many
people out of the business cen-
tre business. “We rely on power
generators. We spend a lot to
buy diesel. It is discouraging

- ~Athaji Hong, making do with battery sales and repairs withow: adeguat,

because it leads t« case in
our prices, which makes ourch
ents to complain regularly. For
instance, we charge NSO for
typing and printing a page on
the computer if we use power
supply from PHCN. But we have
to increase the rate to N 70 if we
use our generator set. because
of the high cost of dicsel™, he
said.

On his part, Tope | f Vine
Technologies, an internet serv-
ice and computer m nance
outfitalso along She minu
Way in° Maiduguri, the situa-

tion is ‘frightening Ve use
more than five drun
in a month to power
erators to do our v

diesel

r gen-
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oisy to have to depend on
penerators indefinitely, and it is
ostly for us and our clients”,
p¥aid.

The PHCN Business Man-
hger in Maiduguri, Engr Mo-
ammed Musa Gumel,
onfirms that Maiduguri and

who

nvirons need at least 50 mega-

vatts of electricity per day for
ormal power supply, regretted
hat the supply situation is be-
ond the control of the Jocal
PHCN office, and told our cor-
espondent in a telephone chat
hat his office regularly reports
he matter to higher authorities
t the PHCN North East Zonal
enter in Yola.

Engr Gumel added that they
ere doing what was possible
ocally to ensure that people in
aiduguri enjoy electricity
since it is through the bills that
people pay that we even get our
alaries’ but observed that un-
ess the quantum of supply is
ncreased from the national
brid, the situation may not
hange much.

For Dr Danjuma Gambo,
ead of the department of mass
ommunication, University of
aiduguri, power sector reform
nust go beyond the perfunc-
ory, because ‘power supply is
entral to every economy in the
orld’.

In a chat with Daily Trust in
aiduguri, Dr Gambo observed
at the Obasanjo administra-
on has failed to keep promises
has made to improve power
upply in the country. “The
overnment has succeeded in
brcing the minds of Nigerians
D accept a situation in which
ey have to rely on power gen-
ators for electricity. This has
lot of implications on the qual-
of people’s life”, he said

generators |

I'he University Don, who

stressed that ‘no nation can
claim to be modernizing or re-
forming without radically ad
dressing its power sector’, also
said that the Nigerian cconomy
is not moving as a result of poor
“The
economy is not moving. [fthere
indication that the
economy is growing, it is grow-

electric power supply
is any
ing on power generators and a
lot of social crises”, he la-
mented.

Dr Gambo observed that the
government has concentrated
power supply on the cities of
Lagos and Abuja,-and was ob-
livious of the ‘economic
boom’ in the northern part of
the country, which needs regu-
lar and better power supply to
endure. :

“There is no justifiable de-
fence as to why government
should not develop resources
that are available in all parts of
the country, particularly the
Mambila Electric Power Project,
which has been on the drawing
board since the 1970’s... There
is substantial evidence to show
that the northern part of the
country is suffering more than
other parts of the country, be-
cause government has taken
much of the electricity to La-
gos and Abuja, despite the eco-
nomic boom in the north, es-
pecially the rising volume of
trade that takes place between
Borno and the Republics of
Chad, Niger and Cameroon”, Dr
Gambo said.

Dr Gambo therefore called
for aradical reform of the power
sector, advocating for the in-
volvement of private and even
foreign firms to revitalize the
sector. “The government has
reformed the telecoms sector by
involving private and foreign

‘ble to achieve the 10 n

Tope, in hls computer repalr shop “Ir is noisy to have to depend on generators indefinitely, and lt is costly for our cltents and us”
A D I BYE 2 :

Power generators like this one have filled Maiduguri, as people cover them with metal burglar proofs to prevent theft
firms. There isnoreason why it economic growth that the projected, given the epileptic power sector, and its negatia
cannot allow private foreign Obasanjo administration has and near comatose state of the ~impact on small, and indeeds

f:ﬂ;iﬁ?:g:ﬂ:ﬁ f.,‘:ﬁ' Z:f:fo In a chat with Daily Trust in Maidugumm
fef°;':v‘vh: :e;‘l‘;;n:;:f;:“ % served that the Obasanjo administration has failed to keep
see if magic would happen as  PrOmises it has made to improve power supply in the coun-
]f:’cﬁ;:‘rﬂzvft‘ipx:;‘:ir:ry try. “The government has succeeded in forcing the minds
vest’ for generator dealers in  @f INIgerians to accept a situation in which they have to
g;‘;“fr‘l‘;”:‘m?tyszlf] :Vetzgl rely on power generators for electricity. This has a lot of
units of power generating sets  implications on the quality of people’s life”, he said. The
s :Zzeﬁza;i;ﬁ?iﬁ:’;"e University Don, who stressed that ‘no nation can claim to
Ironically, even this story be modernizing or reforming without radically address-
ing its power sector’, alsa said that the Nigerian economy

is not moving as a result of poor electric power supply.
o Fiply from . ik economy is not moving. If there is any indication
The question that:peopleb AT the;economy is gmwmg, it ts growmg on power gen-
ask now is whether.it i 13051- erafoi lﬁlﬂ alot ¢ 0 SO(?I r ri .,\ he

has to be written on a compu-
ter powered by a Yamaha
Power Generator, since there

gmenieg
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DEBT MANAGEMENT OFFICE, ABUJA

Attractive and Reliable Investment Opportunities

The Debt Management Office invites individuals as well as organizations to take
advantage of the opportunity for long-term investment in Federal Government
Bonds, which will be available in maturities of 3, 5 and 7 years in 2006.

Benefits of Investing in FGN Bonds

Stable Returns

G ateral for

Free from

~ Default Risk

Benefits of
FGN Bonds

Qualifies as

Tax-free
Income

Liquid Assets

Issuance Calendar for Investing in FGN Bonds — First Half of 2006*

* The issuance will continue during the second half of the year; the

Month

Tranches

Opening

Closing

January
2006

N25.,000,000,000 3rd FGN
Bond 2009 Senes 1
{3-Year Tenor)

23rd January
2006

25th January
2006

course.

February
2006

N10.000.000,000 3rd FGN
Bond 2009

Series 2 (3-Year Tenor)
N20,000,000.000 3rd FGN
Bond 2011Series 3
{5-Year Tenor)

20th February
2006

22nd February
2006

*
.‘0

)
0..

.
o

.
.'.

March
2006

N10,000,000,000 3rd FGN
Bond 2009
Series 4 (3-Year Tenor)

N20.000,000,000 3rd FGN
Bond 2011
Series $ (5-Year Tenor)

27th March
2006

29th March
2006

-
e

)
o

.
L4

-
...

April 2006

N10,000,000,000 3rd FGN
Bond 2009
Series 6 (3-Year Tenor)

N20,000.000,000 3rd FGN
Bond 2011
Series 7 (5-Year Tenor)

24th April
2006

26th April
2006

May 2006

N20,000.000,000 31d

22nd May

24th May

Series 9 (7-year tenor)

FGN Bond 2011 Series 8 2006 2006
(5-year tenor)

June 2006 N20,000.000,008 3rd FGN | 26th June 28th June
Bond 2013 2006 2006

issuance programme for the second half of the year will be published in due

Where to Collect Application Forms:

CBN Branches
Banks

Discount Houses
Stockbrokers

Where to Submit Application Forms:

CBN Branches
Banks

Discount Houses
Stockbrokers

FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES CONTACT:

DIRECTOR, PORTFOLIO MANAGEMENT DEPARTMENT
DEBT MANAGEMENT OFFICE
1 ST FLOOR, NDIC BUILDING, CONSTITUTION AVENUE
CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT, ABUJA
TEL\FAX: 234-9-5237403

XS XXRRS RERAATIYVXY XY PV YIRS AAAAA

Thursday. January 19, 2006
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Thursday, January

FEDERAL INLAND REVENUE S! RVICE
Invication for Expression oi Interest

The Federal Government of Nigeria is reforming the public sector within the economic development framework articulated in
the National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS) policy document. This has the long-term goals of
poverty reduction, wealth creation, employment generation and value re-orientation.

The Federal Government of Nigeria has obtained an International Development Association (IDA) credit for its Economic
Reform and Governance Project (ERGP), in which the Federal Inland Revenue Service (FIRS), among other Ministries
Departments and Agencies (MDAs), is invoived. FIRS is the operational arm of the Federal Board of Inland Revenue (FBIR), a
statutory organisation established under the Companies Income Tax Act of 1961, as con-clidated in 1979 and amended by
Act No.3 of 1993. The headquarters/mailing address of the FIRS is at Revenue House, Plot 522 Sokode Crescent, Wuse Zone
5, PM.B 33, Garki Abuja. Her mission is to operate a transparent and efficient tax syst hat optimizes revenue collection

and voluntary compliance.

FIRS will draw on the IDA credit for the purpose of engaging qualified and experienced por<ons in the following roles:

BUSINESS ANALYST ADVISOR

iObjectives

The Federal Inland Revenue Service (FIRS) seeks to retain
persons to assist with developing and implementing a new
integrated taxation administration system (ITAS). This
individual working with Nigerian counterparts will work within
the framework of the modernization project overseen by the
FIRS Modernization Steering Committee.

Scope and Timing of Required Services

Activities begin just prior to the implementation of iTAS and
will be completed within 12 months. it is envisaged that this
Advisor might possibly be contracted to assist with further
implementation phase of ITAS for a further 6 months.

FIRS management seeks to develop an integrated tax
administration system that is consistent with international
standards but also meets the specific needs of the Nigerian
tax system and supports the evolution and business needs of
the FIRS. Itis anticipated that FIRS will begin software
identification and selection of a provider as soon as practical
and obtain computer hardware as required (beginning in
20086). Thus, Advisors will engage in the following activities,
working with the Modernization Steering Committee and
Nigerian counterparts to:

» develop processing procedures and manuals,

including payment procedures for the banking interface

developed by Project FACT;

= develop appropriate internal forms for all taxes;

e design generic tax return / payment forms for all taxes;

» map workflows and procedures, and design the
fransactions to support registration, payment and
assessment in {TAS;

« assist the information technology advisor in the analysis

BUSINESS PROCESS RE-ENGIN

Objectives

The Federal Inland Revenue Service (FIRS) seeks to
retain an advisor to assist with developing and
implementing a new integrated taxation administration
system (ITAS). These individuals working with Nigerian
counterparts will work within the framework of the
modernization project overseen by the FIRS
Modemization Steering Commitiee.

Scope and Timing of Required Services
Activities begin just as soon as contract signed and will
be compieted within 6 months.

FIRS management seeks to develop an integrated tax
administration system that is consistent with international
standards but also meets the specific needs of the
Nigerian tax system and supports the evoiution and
business needs of the FIRS. It is anticipated that FIRS
will begin software identification and selection of a
provider as soon as practical and obtain computer
hardware as required (beginning in 2006). Thus, these
individuals will engage in the following activities, working

and design of sy:tci support needs to be provided
through ITAS;

support the implementation of ITAS; and

provide capacity building and training to staff on new
pracedures and systems.

Specific Output Expected from Advisor
At the end of the 12 months it is expected that that the
following will ex:<t or have occurred:

v processing procedures and forms, internal and

external, will exist for all taxes migrated to ITAS;

« manual for procedures for all business processes
integrated into ITAS;
training package and training delivered for processing
people «; erating ITAS; and

s two couv 'erparts trained to take over responsibifities.

Advisor Qalifications and Experience
e At ‘~ast 10 years operations experience within a
revenue < ninistration,
e Pro experience in the design of forms, methods and
pra ures o support revenue administration.
Ex nce in the specification of system requirements to
su { revenue administration.
S j aualytical and problem solving capacity.
E oot communication skills proven in a cross-cultural

' deliver capacity building and training programs to
iff of a developing country revenue administration
dge of commercially availabile integrated taxation

istration software systems is desirable.

-EF i ADVISOR

i the Business Analyst, IT Specialist/Acvisor and
rian counterparts to:

work with relevant project teams with business

@88 reengineering

map workflows and procedures, anc - esign the
transactions to support registration, » .yment and
assessment in ITAS;

assist the Business Analyst and IT advisor in the
analysis and design of system support needs to be
provided through ITAS;

assist in the development of proce asing procedures
and manuals;

support the implementation of ITAS: and

provide capacity building and training to staff on new
procedures and systems.

Specific Output Expected from Advisor
At the end of the 6 months it is expected that that the following
will exist or have occurred:

- CONTINUE ON NEXT PAGE




Invitation for Expression of Interest

BUSINESS PROCESS RE-ENGINEERING ADVISOR contd.

B core business processes for ITAS mapped and » Proven experience in mapping work processes
subject to reengineering exercise; and in reengineering business processes in a tax

 training delivered to processing people operating administration.
ITAS; Proven experience in the design of forms,
manual for procedures for all business methods and procedures to support revenue
processes integrated into ITAS; and administration.

two counterparts trained to take over business Experience in the specification of system
process reengineering work. requirements to support revenue administration.

Strong analytical and problem solving capacity.
Ability to deliver capacity building and training
programs {o staff.

e

Advisor Qualifications and Experience
» Africannational.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SPECIALLIST

1 Objectives system,
The Federal inland Revenue Service (FIRS) seeks to Propose communications protocols that are consistent
retain an advisor to assist with developing and with the decentralized structure of FIRS,
implementing a new integrated taxation administration Propose network systems that are flexible and that can
system (ITAS). This individual working with Nigerian evolve both with respect to changes in technology and
counterparts will work within the framework of the in the development of the tax administration, and
modernization project overseen by the FIRS « Make proposals for ensuring data integrity and security.
Modernization Steering Committee.
Specific OQutput Expected from IT Specialist/iAdvisor
Outputs should include a series of reports, proposals and
preparation of material in relation to software providers.
Reports and materials include:

Scope and Timing of Required Services

Activities begin as soon as contract is signed and will be
completed within 12 months. it is envisaged that this
Advisor might possibly be contracted to assist with the

implementation phase of ITAS for a further 6 months. Specifications for ITAS

Preparation of Request for Information (RF1)

identification and recommendation of {TAS provider

Preparation of Request for Proposal (RFP)

implementation plan for ITAS (including training)

Analysis of existing hardware and software and a needs

analysis for initial actions

Proposed securily systems

Proposed communications and data transfer systems

{including secure communications with other institutions

such as the banking sector), and

+ Work with the Modernization Steering Committee and » Proposed hardware configurations.

business process reengineering teams to develop the

specifications for ITAS, Specialist/Advisor Qualifications and Experience

« ldentify potential providers of ITAS and complete a « A minimum of fifteen (15) years experience developing
Request for Information {RF1), and managing information systems in a tax administration
Evaluate the responses to the RF! and recommend environment, at least five (§) of which is at the management
the company to whom a Request for Proposal (RFP) level and experienced with process change.

FIRS management seeks to develop an integrated tax
administration system that is consistent with international
standards but also meets the specific needs of the
Nigerian tax system and supports the evoiution and
business needs of the FIRS. it is anticipated that FIRS
will begin software identification and selection of a
provider as soon as practical and obtain computer
hardware as required (beginning in 2006). Thus, the IT
Specialist/Advisor will engage in the following activities:

be sent, » Three (3) years experience working in the IT area of tax

Evaluate the existing level of computerization of any
tax function and software employed,

Establish, if necessary, an interim system for the
proposed taxpay<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>