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personnel, Including highly skilled engineers and 
technicians to guarantee efficient services.
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ast week, March 21 to be precise, we received an award 
for being the best magazine in political reporting for the 
year 1991. The awards in eight categories and called Dia­
mond Awards for Media Excellence, was the first organ­
ised by Diamond Publications Ltd, publishers of the 

monthly Media Review, (MR), a magazine that serves as media's 
watchdog—a watchdog's watchdog if you will .Those familiar wi th 
the industry will know that the magazine is patterned after Colum­
bia Journalism Review (CJR), America's foremost journalism watch­
dog. CJR also administers the prestigious Pulitzer Awards. Appar­
ently the resourceful team at MR decided to emulate the CJR in their 
first year. By all accounts, the award ceremony was a success. The 
vice-president, Augustus Aikhomu, the minister of information, 
Professor Sam Oyavbaire and a host of leading mediamen and 
others from other walks of life graced the occasion.

Our winning of the award for political reporting in our second 
year of operation should have been an occasion for unalloyed 

i celebration. MR said some good things about us. Our style, it said 
among other things, "is simple and lurid and its opinions on 
national (and international) issues strong." Still reading the citation 
in-between the lines you got the impression that MR was not so sure 
we deserved the award as a national, as opposed to a regional, 
magazine. There was much emphasis on our being "a northern » 
team," as if by definition that is something awful whereas it is okay 
for those magazines whose "southern" identity is unmistakable.

Anyway we still thank God for small mercies and we intend to 
go on winning more awards, if we say so ourselves.

Our regular readers will readily acknowledge that political 
reporting isour forte. However, we ha vealso produced good stories 
in business and other spheres. This week's cover is one of the non­
political stories we have done. It is a human angle story about last 
year's airline crash in Jedda, which claimed the lives of 247 Nigeri­
ans. The matter seemed all but forgotten until about a fortnight ago 
when the minister of state for external affairs, Alhaji Zakari Ibrahim 
raised the issue of compensations for the families of the victims_
nine months after thoseof the pilotand crew had been compensated 
It all looks like a story of greed and heartlessness. We intended the 
story to be complete, but Mahmud Jega who went to Sokoto and 
Kano to interview some of the relations of the victims and then to 
Daura to interview its emir, Alhaji Muhammadu Bashar, last year's 
Amirul Hajj, seemed to have got lost in transit as we went to press. 
Even then we have for you a comprehensive story that is bound to 
touch your heart. Adamu Adamu reported and wrote it in his 
inimitable prose.
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Umar Sulaiman 
Garld — Abuja.

Felix U. Musa
ABU. Zana.

tion, "Who stops Shinkafi?* i say 
"No one."

Sir,
I am indeed embarrassed by a

LETTERS
Who stops Shinkafi? 

Sir,
I entirely agree with Alhaji 

Umaru Shinkafi that the spate of re­
ligious crises in the country is insti­
gated from outside tire country in 
order to destroy us.

I am in total agreement with 
him that we Nigerians should watch 

■ the activities of these foreigners and 
their internal agents. We must up­
root and destroy them before they 
ruin our beloved country. My only 
regret is as a former security intelli­
gencechief,Shinkafi certainly knows 
the identity of most of these cruel in­
stigators. Why does he not name 
them?

confidence of so many power blocs 
and the generality of the people as 
well. I wish him the best of luck

Alhaji Usman Ahmed 
U/Rimi, Kaduna.

Sir,
Your lead story of March 9,1992 

on the candidacy of Alhaji Umaru 
Shinkafi was very interesting. After 
reading it, 1 am convinced that Sh- 
inkafi indeed has many "aces up his 
long sleeve." I am particularly im- 
pressed by his ability to win the

publication in Mohammed Haruna's 
column in the Citizen magazine of 
March 23-29 edition to the point that 
I am one of those calling on IBB to 
extend his stay in power. Specifi­
cally, Haruna did write inter alia:-

"Ikoku for instance has asked you to 
remain in power till 1994 while Baba­
tope has suggested 1995".

I submit with all emphasis at my 
command that what you have writ­
ten above is a calculated attempt by 
you to damage my name and repu­
tation. I have never said anything of 
the sort and will never say so even 
while dreaming.

I issued a statement early this year 
in which I called for the establish­
ment of a National Transition Gov­
ernment to be headed by a civilian 
prime minister. I did state categori­
cally and fully in the statement that 
Babangida and the military should 
disengage completely from the po­
litical scene of Nigeria from January 
2nd 1993.1 attacked and dismissed 
the transition programme and con­
cluded that a full fledged 25 man 
civilian National Transition Govern­
ment should administer the country 
until 1995. Never did I advocate the 
prolongation of military rule in 
Nigeria.

I am not a fan of military rule and 
can never be however benevolent 
the military regime may be.

It is too late for me in the day to 
become an apologist of militarism. I 
subscribe weekly to the Citizen 
magazine because of the courage 
that is exhibited in the journal.

It will be a tragedy for Citizen 
magazine if it joins the club of jour­
nals that have no respect for truth 
and objectivity. I hope you will be 
land to publish this rejoinder.

Ebcnczef Babatope
Ikeja, Lagos

Mohammed Haruna stands corrected 
and apologises to Babatope for any em­
barrassment caused by the misrepresen­
tation.

Sir,
The above captioned story in 

Citizen (Vol. 3, No. 10, March 9 —15) 
was very comprehensive and made 
interesting reading. I really com-

tri ■ r-;--: j

Editor
Letters to Citizen, carrying names, signatures and addresses, should be brief and to the point They should be ” 

typed double space and addressed to Letters Page, Citizen, G.ll Ungwan Kanawa, PMB 2334, Kaduna.
•'••Citiz'^Mard^

Sir,
Your excellent cover story (Citi­

zen, Vol. 3, No. 10) implied that 
Alhaji Umaru Shinkafi is the candi­
date of the Babangida administra­
tion.

Is he also Citizen's candidate?
Paul Okereke

Kaduna.
---------------------------------------- ©

Sulu Gambari 1914-1992 
Sir,

I am writing to correct you for 
the misinformation in your piece on 
the late Emir of Borin. Alhaji Sulu 
Gambari was never in the service of 
the Northern Nigeria government 
but of the then Borin Native Author­
ity. The legal course or courses he at­
tended was (were) never conducted 
by the then Nigerian College of Arts, 
Science and Technology butby IAZ, 
(Institute of Administration, Zaria) 
Such legal courses were designed 
for Native Authority legal officials 
and were then conducted in both 
English and Hausa.

None of the courses justified 
any diploma certificate but atten­
dance certificates only. The then 
Sultan of Sokoto, Sir Abubakar 111, 
had never appointed any emir or 
chief either during the then North­
ern Nigeria era or when states were 
created. It had been and is still the 
prerogative of the regional gover­
nor or state governor on the advise 
of council of chiefs. It is still the 
practice.

Alhaji R.D. Mohammed 
Jos 

--------------------------------- ©

Letter to
Mohammed Haruna

k

: ._________
mend you for publish!^ such a well 
— researched story. As to Cji? ques-
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of the result of the headcount on 
March 19, by Presiden t Babangida

11

lessexercise. The latter group seems to base 
.u--. Qn four ma.n planfa Fjwt

Citizen, March 30,1992

tion for the victims who had already exe­
cuted ths power of attorney Io these private 
lawyers. Weha ;•?information thatihestage 
reached by these private lawyers was not 
unknown to government officials or to Hol d 
Trade.

We can understand why officialdom 
is now anxious and at pains to demonstrate 
that it has been vigorously at work; and we 
can guess who and who will be embar­
rassed if the compensation is obtained over 
their heads or even inspite of them. Yet we 
expected that the depth of our commisera­
tion for the sorrow felt by the dependants 
would be great enough to prevent some 
horse trading over this disaster by parties 
interested inprofitormaking beta ted name. 
That the attempt will even be made is singu­
larly unfortunate.

Even from preliminary findings it is 
clear that the preparations for the flight and 
the details of schedule and ancillary ar­
rangements like insurance have not been 
properly concluded. It would appear that 
both Nationair, the Canadian airline that 
owned the ill-fated DC-8 and the Al-Rajhi 
International, the Saudi Arabia firm that 
actually leased out theaircraft to Hold Trade 
had skillfully wriggled out of the liability 
for the lives of the victims. And accord i ng to 
reports. Hold Trade never even had time to 
insurethepassengersasrequiredbylaw As 
each adopt measures of self-absolution the 
relationsof the victimsare left to defend and 
fend for themselves.

Noone should try toaddinsultto the 
injury caused by this sad, unfortunate and 
preventabledisaster. The least the bereaved 
dependants of these innocent victims re­
quire is every assistance to recover what is 
theirs by right.

,1 ine months after their tragic and
i! ''4 !“'“l a’r crash, the victims of the 

j A \i 1991 Hajjdisaster haveallbutbecn 
i forgotten. At least until very recently, no 
| one in official circles seemed to have cared 
'j what happened to their cases. Then sud- 

i denly Hold Trade, the company whose af- 
! filiate hired the plane that killed them, was 

appointed by the Directorate of Pilgrims 
Affairs to exercise the power of attorney on 

| their behalf of and obtain compensation for 
i them. According to Alhaji Zakari Ibrahim, 
i minister of state for Foreign Affairs the 

| j pilgrims directorate had been vigorously 
U pursuing the claims for compensation. Yet 
j after such rigorous pursuit for nine whole 
L J months even according to the minister, the 
H relevant power of attorney that would fa-

I cilitatethedaimhad still notbeensigned by 
I the dependant relatives.

All this sounds absurd and indeed 
there are indications to show that there is 

j I more to the sudden interest in the affairs 
1 i and the running heller skelter by officials 
Ss than pure altruism.

Tire directorate ought to have imme- 
M diately appointed someone to fight for the 
| i victims’ right in the legal battle that was 
i ; sure to follow'. That it didn't was curious 
j t considering the seriousness of the loss of 
B 247 Nigerians.

And when it finally came to doing so 
it chose Hold Trade. This is even curiouser. 
Even if such a move by an agency of the 
federal government was legal, it was cer­
tainly most inappropriate.

Furthermore, the move to appoint 
Hold Trade came at a time when a private 
initiative instituted by a group of Nigerian 
and American lawyers was just about con- 
dudingand obtaining the same compensa-

hasgeneratedmixedreactions.Whilemany their position
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court, may say Libya is already guilt}'. order, God help us all.

J
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region back in June 1588 killing all 298 
passengers on board? Cid the Israelis not

7

1

Let us, for purpose of argument, as 
susne that Libya is indeed guilt; It ought 
then tcbeasked,arc the Lit1’"'
bomb an aircraft? Did the I jr. itcd Sta tes not

million as a gross underestimate. Second, 
they find it impossible to believe that there 
are actually more men than women. Third 
figures of cities like Lagos and Ibadan seem 
to suggest a negative growth .^i their re­
spective states. Finally, even Stough the 
north has remained bigger thai^the south, 
the latter appears to have grown marginally 
faster, whereas the culture of the predomi­
nantly muslim north suggests a much faster 
growth rate for that region.

The question is how valid are these 
observations? There is a consensus that 
the 1963 figure of 55.5 million is the 
most accurate of all tlie headcounts 
between amalgamation in 1914 and last 
year. The truth, however, is that this 
figure, to paraphrase President 
Babangida, came to be accepted more 
through negotiation than accurate enumera­
tion.

Howeverevenasa negotiated figure,it 
was an educated guess. In the likely event 
thatit was exaggerated alow officialannual 
growth rate of 2.5 per cent was adopted. 
Using the 1963 figure as base our popula­
tion now should be 100 million or less. The 
figure of 38.5 million arrived at by the Na­
tional Population Commission is therefore

ft

J$

•wtf anyone entertained any illusions that 
L| President Bush'es New World Order 

•fiLmcanta just world order, the manner in 
which America, Britain and Rance have 
recently been hounding- Libya over its al­
leged bombing of two airlines in 1988 and 
1989 ought to dispel such illusions The 
bombings of those airlines, which occa­
sioned the less of hundreds of lives, were 
despicable. However, the method Amer­
ica, Britain and France are using to establish 
guilt is no less despicable. Their insistence 
on the imposition of sanctions on Libya 
suggests quite dearly that they have made ,„uw, lfu,v.
up their minds net to allow any facts get in j America's bidding? 
the way of their determination to punish ~ 
Libya; they have told the world in effect ____ ______________
that whatever anyone, induding the world meaning of President Bush'c y world

— y —--------------- rj--------> *«. VUJUH gg

then to be asked, arc the Libyans re.::.’to M
Un itcd States not w 

shoot down an Iranian airliner in t; > Gulf % 
-- - .............. ‘ g-----
shoot down a Libyan airliner in Tobruary ri; 
2973 over the S'-.i: killing 108 < '• ;>JS y L >> 
passengers aboard, urto. the pretext that i>'i 
the aircraft was heading toward- Dimon..,' 
its super-secret nuclear bomb plant in the j? 
Negev desert? Where -as the ’ >N sec. iritv $ 
council which now seems too willfr-: u, /p S
A —z■—* .-i —ir ~ ffr.

Terrorism, it now seems, is in th ,, 
the all-powerful America. If this is

f
ft

they regard the total population of 88.5 quitereasonableandasaccurateascanbein 
------ —i---- d—c------ 1 -u-jumstance.

The morecontentious aspect of the fig­
ure is its distribution between thestatesand 
the local governments as well as between 
the sexes. Even here NFC deserves the 
benefit of doubt. By common consent no 
headcount has been as thoroughly organ­
ised as last year's. Without doubt NPC bad 
its problems, butifs chairma n, Alhaji Sh r-.o is 
AhmadisMusa, theMata Niqx, arc his 
team prepared well. First they used lo al 
governments as there units of supervision 
instead of the more unwieldly states. Then 
they had a series Of pre-tests and trial cen­
suses. Finally commissioners swapped 
places to ensure that none supervised the 
exercise ir. his state or region of origin. It is 
hard to be more thorough.

Still it is understandable that seine 
people should express dissatisfaction with 
the figures, especially as it defies long-held 
basic assumptions about our demography. 
Such dissatisfaction is in any c-se i-.otpecu 
liar to Nigeria, universal. lite important 
thing is that those who are dissatisfied 
should recourse to due process in seeking ■ ■ 
redress. Theymustacceptthat tlieonuslies “
with them to go to the census tribunals to 
prove NPC wrong. ...
----------------------------------------------------------- - -- - ctSa

g
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Godcfefs
hen Anwar al-Sadat was 
shot by Khalid Islam- 
bouli on Octobers, 1981, 

Muammar Gaddafi, the Libyan 
strongman, denied thatit was an as­
sassination. "Who said it was a (po­
litical) assassination!?" Gaddafi 
roared. "Sadat the traitor, was tried, 
found guilty andpublidyexecu ted." 
Though many in Egypt and the 
muslim would agree with Gaddafi, 
itwouldbeforreesansdifferentfrom 
his.

Sadat and Gaddafi had come a 
long way. They were friends in 1969, 
when Gaddafi toppled Libya's King 
Idrisand when Sadat was the trusted 
aide end errand boy of Gaddafi's 
hero—Gamal Abdin Nasser.

Then they became enemies 
tvhen Sadat sided with Egyptian 
women who had hackled Gaddafi 
as he unfolded his plans for them 
after die impcading marriage be­
tween Libya and Egypt. He said he 
would shut them in the kitchen.

Then tiiey became friends dur­
ing the October 1973 war.

Then they became enemies 
once mere when Egypt gave shelter 
to his former Revolutionary Com­
mands Council colleagues who had 
attempted to topple him.

Gaddafi's outburst following 
Sadafsexecution was the lastpunch 
at an enemy who would have be­
come a friend again if felambmili 
had not made that impossible for- 
Cltif^n. Mandi 30,1992

AD AMU AD AMU 
ever. Whatever they might have 
said about each other—and most of 
it was accurate — they only discov­
ered how much they needed each 
other after this final parting. Since 
Sadat died, nobody in the Arab 
world—or anywhere indeed—had 
ever taken Gaddafi seriously.

In his 23 years in power, Gad­
dafi had done ver)’ many great 
things none of which was really 
useful. The exception was probably 
his provision of housing for every 

i Libyan family.
But it must be weighed 

against the lack of security of relig­
ion or expression, in the country. An 
efficient, ruthless security appara­
tus sees to this. To its credit goes the 
killingcfseveralhundred  opponents 
— in Libya or abroad — on the or­
ders of his so-called popular con­
gresses.

Clearly when he set out (his 
coup took i ts origins from an Islamic 
discussion group), he had only two 
goals — love of Nosserism and in­
fatuation with Islam, without prop­
erly understemdingeith  er. Is! am and 
Nnsserism are contraries — and not 
surprisingly, he ended up having 
neither. Nasserism was tom into 
pieces in front of his eyes by Nas- 
serislegatees. He had told the world 
that the constitution of Libya was 
the Holy Quri an. This, ata time none 
of the muslim leaders was talking 
about Islam, gained Gaddafi such 
goodwill that for a long time criti­
cism cfhis rule wasmuted and might 
not havegonedown well with manv 
people.

His Islam, however, wasonly 
in name. The directive prind pie was 
his Green Boole The list of Uhrrn 
who disagreed with him disap­
peared without a trace.

Next he assaulted Islamic 
theology itself, first by casting doubt 
on Hndith (the sayings of the Holy 
Prophet). Gaddafi’s greatest prob­
lem appears to be Ids inability to 
mary his ideas of revolution and 
Islam. Having no model from which 
to copy, he copied himself — and

went down the well trodden path to 
autocracy.

And looking at Gaddafi's 
more well-known foreign adven­
tures it becomes even more doubtful 
if the Libyan leader ever has a goal. 
Already his sporadic promiscuous 
political marriages — with Egypt, 
Syria, Sudan, Tunisia, Algeria and 
Chad — that collapsed almost 
immediately they are hatched, have 
made him the laughing stock of the 
muslim world.

His one remarkable achieve­
ment was in 1973 when he was able 
to secure multiple ruptures in Is­
rael's diplomaticrelationships with 
Adrican countries. The oil embargo' 
then was on, African countries were 
poor and Libya was willing. Yet four 
years later, Egypt (the victim as far 
as the OAU was concerned) locked 
the gift rupture of African ccun- j 
tries in tire mouth and Gaddafi's ef­
fort turned to smoke.

In 1978, France in a secret 
agreement, agreed to divide Chad 
into spheres of influence with Libya 
in return for oil contracts to Elf. 
Gaddafi went into Chad, lest 1000 
Libyans spent a couple billions of 
dollars and, as he was preparing to 
settle down, was sent packing.

But it was his so-called sup- 
port for international terrorism that 
got tire best headlines. He basked in I 
diem. Now the New World Order I 
which, incidentally, has no time for 
the "terrorists" or their case, has 
decided that it is time for the pay­
back.

In 1986 Gaddafi tasted how j 
sharp the sword of me new impe­
rial arrogance was. No one came t i 
his rescue. Hie same sword — now | 
sharpened anew—is dangling over i 
Libya. And no one will come. In- i 
consistencyhasnoberterprice -nan ; 
loneliness — at the hour of need. j 

Yet if the United Stater at- j 
tacks him again it will be a great 
opportunity if one can go tc fight 
and defend, the Libyan people — 
against the US and against Gaddafi.
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Jedda crash

I

Ibrahim: minister of state for foreign affairs

and final report — believed to have 
been released toward the end of 
January but about which until last 
week Nigerian officials would not 
say anything—dealtwith thehuman 
angle and attempted to draw a 
comprehensive picture of the why 
and how of the crash.

The following picture has 
emerged:

As the Nationair DC-8 got 
ready for take-off, First Flight Offi­
cer Kent Davidge, told Captain 
William Allan,in chargeof the flight, 
that their tyre had been blown. The 
captain said and did nothing. And 
as the plane picked up speed a sec­
ond tyre blew. The captain still said 
nothing and the plane with two 
wheels on fire lifted into the air.

According toan investigation 
by The Gazette of Montreal, Canada, 
from where the plane came, the tyres 
that blew were the same ones Jean- 
Paul Philippe, a Nationair mechanic 
wanted to change the day before in 
Accra, Ghana. He died in the crash. 
The tyres were not changed, accord­
ing to The Gazette, because mechan-

flight WT 2120 from Jedda 
jin Saudi Arabia to Sokoto 
thatoashedhstyear, was 
doomed almost from the 
beginning. The DC-8 air­

craft leased by Hold Trade from AI- 
rajhi of Saudi Arabia, which in turn 
had leased it from Nationair of 
Canada, was an accident just wait­
ing to happen.

Indeed it had happened a 
number of times before but these 
didn't make the headlines because 
no loss of lives was involved. Fi­
nally, on July 11,1991, the 23 year- 
old DC-8carryingNigerian pilgrims 
exploded and went down in flames 
justminuiesafter take-off,killing all 
the 261 people on board.

For almost a year investiga­
tors have been battling to piece to­
gether the disaster jigsaw and come 
up with the full story of the event. 
Their first report dealt with prelimi­
nary investigations into the crash 
immediately after the accident. The 
second dealt with the technical as­
pect—theplane'sairworthiness and 
technical specifications. The third

Citizen, March 30,1992

Nine months after the Jedda 
air-crash, there are indications 
of murky deals to deprive re­
lations of the 247 victims of 
adequate compensations

ics had problems locating the key to 
the storage depot where spares were 
stored. When they finally did locate 
the key, the flight was running late 
and had to take off to fly to Jedda to 
pick Nigerian pilgrims. Its schedule 
was tight, its planes old and it had a 
series of contracts to carry pilgrims 
from Jedda to a number of West 
African countries.

The urgency to catch upwasa 
key factor in the decision not to 
change the tyres in Accra, inquiry by 
The Gazette found out. But more 
than that documents and staff testi­
monies confirm Nationair as a ha­
bitual late flyer, with records of 
delayed repairs and insufficient 
spare parts.

Five days to the Jedda air crash 
the same DC-8 wasbriefly grounded 
in Guinea when it developed prob­
lems in its wing. The following day 
its whether radar failed and the plane 
was forced to wait in Accra for a day- 
During that day witnesses recall the 
bitter quarrel between Captain Allan 
and co-pilot Davidge. Davidge 
complained that Alan never listens 
to him. The two died in the crash as
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if to confirm Davidge's charges.
It was on record also the crew 

tested tyre pressure in Accra and 
found it to li on the low tide in the 
tyre that blew but there was no rec­
ord that the pressure was adjusted.

The fight left for Jedda on 
July 8, with another crew; and those 
who were to perish hadanotherday 
of tension and quarrels in Accra as 
they awaited the DC-8's return. The 
tension was attributed to lack of 
sleep, tight schedules and lengthy 
delays. The plane arrived Accra in 
July 10, at 1.24 am, and when me­
chanics went to the airport to change 
the tyres, nobody was around to 
open the storage depot for them.

When they finally got some­
one to open, they had to bribe him. 
And they were already getting late 
—threehoursbehind schedule.They 
decided they couldn't afford the 45 
minutes needed to change a tyre. 
This was despite the testimony of 
one Nationair staffer who told The 
Gazette that on some parts of the tyre 
there were no thread at all. They 
were completely bald. A mechanic, 
however, said they were "still serv­
iceable”.

The crewloadedthefour tyres 
onto theplaneandtookoff for Jedda, 
wh ere they in tend ed to change them. 
They arrived at noon, and the crew 
went to sleep while the mechanics 
went to work — on a long list of 
repairs billed to last seven hours. 
The flight to Sokoto was at 8.00 pm 
the same day.

By 8.00 pm, the tyres had still 
not been changed. Philippe, the 
mechanic; again, intended to change 
them in Sokoto. Even when the plane 
was delayed for 12 hours while Hold 
Trade, Nationair and an airline bro­
ker haggled over advance payment 
no attempt was made to change the 
tyres. The broker had asked Nation­
air not to leave Jedda until Hold 
Trade paid up. When the cash issue 
was settled, 247 Nigerian passen­
gers boarded the plane, according to 
Robert Obadia, President of Nation­
air.

a s it took off at 8.29 am, on the 
very hot morning of July 11, 

Alkthe tyres, now on fire, had 
not been changed. According to 
crash investigators, the tyre on the 
left side exploded and ignited on the 
hotrunway.Thenasccondtyreblew.

The Gazette quoted Omar 
Barayan, vice-president of Saudi 
Arabia's aviation agency, saying, at 
that point, voice recordings reveal 
co-pilot Davidge telling All-n, his 
captain, that they had blown a tyre. 
Even Davidge at this stage didn't 
know the tyres were on fire.

As they lifted, he raised the

-------------- - ......

off it nose-dived. Minutes later, it 
was gone. The explosion and fire 
were so intense that some of the 
pilgrims' body were incinerated.

Since then nothing was heard 
of the case of the pilgrims. But as re­
quired by the convention on inter­
national civil aviation, the authori­
ties in Saudi Arabia had assembled 
more than 30 experts drawn from all 
the countries involved in the crash. 
They came from the United States, 
where the DC-8 was manufactured; 
Canada, where it was registered by 
Nationair, its Canadian owners; 
Saudi Arabia, where the accident 
occurred. Nigeria was represented 
at the investigation by the managing 
director of the Federal Civil Avia­
tion Authority,Captain Ado Dahiru, 
FCAA's director of safety and the 
chief accident investigator in the 
ministry of Aviation.

The first press release on the 
matter was the one made by Ola wale 
Ige, minister of Transport and 
Communications.Dated January 14, 
but actually released Marchl9, the 
minister's report did not add any­
thing new to what people already 
know. It indeed sought to absolve

As it took off at 8.29 am, on the very 
hot morning of July 11, the tyres, mow on 
fire, had not been charged. According to 
crash investigators, the tyre on the left 
side exploded and ignited on the hot run­
way. Then a second tyre blew.

smouldering running landing gear 
into the aircraft's belly. The fire 
spread quickly and at on altitude of 
900 me tor a third tyreexjdKed. This, 
The Gazette said, knohed cufrthe 
plane's electrical and hydraulic 
controlsystems. Thecrewlidtoese 
manual controls to turn dieplane 
back to the airport.

The plane began falling apart wlua re saia
and exactly nine minutes after take- | about the airworthiness of the DC-8,

crew of negligence and ended with- 
out touching on eo many vital areas.

Aviation eources voiced dis­
satisfaction with the report and 
wondered why it was silent about 
the age of the aircraft ito airworth­
iness at take-off and the pre-flight 
check on the aircraft prior to take­
off.

Indeed, a lot could be said
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Concerning civil rights of citizens of 
Nigeria; and neither the pilgrims di­
rectorate nor the Sokoto State gov­
ernment, nor even the minister or 
any government agency has the right 
to decide who should represent who.

f-
!-

Dr Suleiman Kumo is of S. Kumo & Co. who along with Johnson & Cory a law firm in 
the US is representing some of the relatives of the victims of the Jedda crash
Citizen: When did your 
investigation start? And 
who do you represent?
Kumo: Our investigation 
started in August 1991, 
about a month after the 
unfortunate air crash. We 
represent some of the vic­
tims' families in associa­
tion wi th Johnson & Cory, 
American law firm based 
in Birmingham, Alabama. 
And to date we have 149 
clients whose cases we 
have prepare; and we are 
now trying to decide 
whether to go to court or 
accept settlement out of 
court with the insurance 
company covering some

_-_n addition, according The Gazette 
of Montreal, a series of nine dis- 

J (asters had followed the DC-8's.
On August 28, 1989 a DC-8 flying 
from Quebec Gty to Mirabel lost its 
left landing gear door. The cause: 
thecrew "misinterpreted" theirown 
operations manual.

On May 26, 1990 a DC-8 blew 
two tyres on take-off from Toronto 
and the plane made an emergency

citizens of Ni­
geria; and nei­
ther the pil­
grims director- 
ate nor the 
Sokoto State 
government, 
nor even the 
minister or any 
government 
agency has the 
right to decide 
who should 
represent 
whom . What 
the govern­
ment agencies 
have a respon­
sibility to do is to try to 
help the families of the 
victimsby facilitating their 
getting due and fair com­
pensation as speedily as 
possible.
This responsibility should 

.have been discharged 
beginning from early 
August 1991, immediately 
after theaircrash,andnot 
until March 6th, 1992. 
Secondly, it seems to me

COVER STORY
because four and a half months be­
fore the crash, Nationair had told 
Transport Canada it was inspecting 
all its DC-8. The inspection became 
necessary to find out why some of 
the jets' rims keep falling apart dur­
ing take-offs and landings.

landing at Mirabel with the help of 
staffers in the control tower with 
binoculars spotting what was wrong 
and alerting the crew.

On December 6,1990 another 
DC-8 en route from Toronto to Las 
Vegas lost part of a wheel rim while 
taxiing at Toronto's Pearson Inter­
national Airport. The aircraft lost 
ground power and smoke began 
coming from cockpit panels.

Again, on February 25, 1991 
as a DC-8 taxied for departure out of 
Barbados, a loud bang startled pas­
sengers and the plane's wheel was 
seen rolling away from the aircraft.

The condition of Nationair's 
DC-8's, however, was not the only 
worry,asa 1986auditcarriedoutby

Ige: transport minister
wrong (as the media re­
ports suggest) to order the 
victims' families to execu te 
powers of attorney ap­
pointing one of the pos­
sible defendants in any 
litigation to represent the 
plaintiffs (thatis, the fami­
lies). And the alleged or­
der looks even worse if the 
families are being forced 
or coerced into this. In 
order words, it is not the

' I

I of the parties.
Citizen: How will the 
appointment of another 
body by the federal gov­
ernment to exercise power 
of attorney on behalf of 
the same victims affect 
your efforts?
Kumo: First, I don't know 
if it is a Federal Govern­
ment appointment. Even 
news media reports only 
say that the directorate of 
pilgrims affairs has ap­
pointed a certain company 
toobtain compensation for 
the victims' families.
To begin with, this is pri­
marily a private matter 
concerning civil rights of

■

. u
Abdulkarim: governor of 

Sokoto State



on a

Citizen, March 30,1992

Condition of Nationair's DC-8's, however 
was not the only worry, as a 1986 audit carried 
out by Transport Canada showed. The audit led 
to seven cases against Nationair DC-8 pilots for 
carrying more passengers than legally permit­
ted. The pilotshad carried between 235 and 286 
passengers while there were only 229 seats.

We know there is negligence 
somewhere but if we are able 
to prove beyond negligence, 
they should get more. In any 
case, it is not easy to say how 
much they would get.

pointment came at a time 
you were finalising you 
own case?
Kumo: I don't know. 
When I entered into this, I 
went out of my way, as a 
mark of respect for these 
sensibilities and also out 
of my desire to take into 
consideration the political 
and other psychological 
considerations in the mat­
ter, tonotifysomeauthori- 
ties including then Attor­
ney-General of the Federa­
tion, Prince Bola Ajibola 
who gave complete sup­
port and encouragement 
and even received my 
American partners. The 
former Attorney-General 
insisted that we should 
ensure that the victims 
obtained fair compensa­
tion and that they were 
not cheated.
Citizen:How much are the 
victims'families likely to 
get per head?
Kumo: It depends

appointment of thepeople 
to pursue the victims' 
claims that I take excep­
tion to, but the manner, 
thetimingandthe specific 
appointees that I am say­
ing is, exceptionable. 
Needless to add, the Di­
rectorate of Pilgrim Affairs 
appointmentofothershas 
no relevance to the fami­
lies we represent.
GtizenrCunyoaguessany 
reasons behind the delay 
by almost all those con­
cerned?
Kumo: Icannotforthelife 
of me.

COVERSTORY
$650 per pilgrim. Probably as a re­
sult, it ended up with aircrafts from I 
the Canadian airline, Nationair, 1 
widely know for flying cheap.

Despite its lack of experience, 
Hold Trade got the airlifting con­
tract inspite of what must have ap­
peared as a ridiculously low bid. 
But it had to do a lot of running 
around before it could procure air­
crafts.

Citizen: Will you know if 
this is an attempt to partly 
protect some interest or to 
cover up?
Kumo: Well, you should 
perhaps ask the Pilgrims 
Affairs Commission.
Citizen: But isitmorally 
right in law to have ap­
pointed Hold Trade to 
perform thisfunctionwith 
respect to the rights of 
victims its agents killed? 
Kumo: If I were the Direc­
torate of Pilgrims Affairs, 
I would hesitate to do so. 
Citizen: Was it just a co­
incidence that their ap-

national airline delayed Hold Trade 
for many hours stranding its pas­
sengers. But there may be other 
reasons.

Perhaps the bid submitted by 
Hold Trade might have determined 
what type of aircraft it could hire. 
While its competitors, Nigeria Air­
ways and Trans Air Services—with 
long experience in the business — 
quoted $900, Hold Trade charged

are able to establish wilful 
negligence on the part of 
any of the plaintiffs (as 
some foreign media re­
ports suggest to be theca se 
on the part of the Nation­
aircrew), then they should 
be able to get more com­
pensation than if we are 
able to rely only on negli­
gence.

We know there is neg­
ligence somewhere but if 
we are able to prove be­
yond negligence, they 
should get more. In any 
case, it is not easy to say 
how much they would get. 
It the cases went to trial in 
America, it would be a jury 
trial. Now, American jury 
trials of this nature, I 
understand, are quasi* 
political and juries are 
usually more sympathetic 
to victims.
Citizen: Since you began 
was there any pressure on 
the investigation to dis­
continue?

number of factors. If we Kumo: Not that I know of.

14____________

Transport Canada showed. The 
audit led to seven cases against 
Nationair DC-8 pilots for carrying 
more passengers than legally per­
mitted. The pilots had carried be­
tween 235 and 286 passengers while 
there were only 229 seats.

P’l ps]wo of the seven pilots faced 
charges for falsifying the 

■^4. plane's log book to conceal 
theoverloading.Twoothers pleaded 
guilty and were fined $150/100. A 
third one pleaded guilty to over­
loading three times and falsifying 
the log book twice.

Clearly the DC-8 fleet of Na­
tionair was a troubled fleet, and it 
would be legitimate to wonder how 
Hold Trade became stuck up with it.

According to Austin 
Ekweogwu, managing director of 
Hold Trade, shoddy performance 
by Nigeria Airways forced his com- | 
pany to look elsewhere. He said the
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Kumm It really depends 
on the effort by the people 
appointed by Pilgrim Af­
fairs Directorate. We are 
concerned about the 
people we are represent­
ing. We are determined to 
get the maximum we can 
get for them, and to pro­
tect their interests to the 
best of our ability. We 
would like to settle the 
matter out of court as 
speedily as possible and 
with the least fuss but if 
we find that the interests 
of our clients would be 
jeopardised or in anyway 
compromised thereby, we 
would be prepared to go 
ahead with litiga lion. And 
I am sure all the defen­
dant, would entertain no 
doubt that if we waited 
and went to trial, the fami­
lies would obtain larger 
compensations.

I think the correct thing 
would be: if a settlement 
proposal which was rea­
sonable and fair was made

At the time the pilgrims di­
rectorate gave them therightto trans­
port the pilgrims, Hold Trade has no 
means of fulfilling its obligations, 
said Earnest Company, a partner of 
Johnson & Co, the American law 
firmrepresenting some of the vic­
tims' families.

Hold Trade waited until 
eleven days prior to the Hajj before 
securing Nationair. In the end, its 
own hurried programme coupled 
with the tension of Nationairs' tight 
schedules and delays combined to 
produce a mixture ready to ignite 
on the slightest provocation. When 
it did, it was with much explosive 
fury and, for our 247 pilgrims and 
the je'ts crew, with cold finality.

As Saudi Arabia's Barayan 
said, "We feel it is a mishap the 
whole industry can benefit from. 
There arealotoflessonstobelearned 
from it."

Johnson & Cory repre­
sentatives and my assis­
tants have been coming 
and going allovertheplace 
and they never encoun­
tered any pressure or any 
resistance from the au­
thorities.
Citizen: What steps have 
you taken to allay fears 
you may have initially 
entertained cboutpossible 
obstacles other than the 
pressures?
Kumo: There was no fears 
as such. There were, as I 
said, psychological prob­
lems and political sensi­

bilities. You know the air 
crash disaster involved so 
many parties. One had to 
worry about the possibil­
ity of misrepresentation — 
giving a wrong image of 
any Nigerian government 
organs or unduly and 
unjustly portraying them 
and soon. These are things 
one has to take into ac­
count.
Citizen: With the appoint­
ment ofHoldTrade, people 
begun to express fears 
about the rights of the 
victims. Do you share 
these fears?

Ibrahim: former MD Nigeria 
Airways

The question now, have we 
learnt anything from it?

While the dust surrounding 
the circumstance of the air crash was 
settlingasinvestigations progressed, 
fresh and murkier dust was to rise in 
the struggle to lay blame and claim 
compensation. While it would ap­
pear thatthecaseofthe pilgrims had

My only concern is that 
nobody should be co- 
prced, nobody should be 
forced or misled into sign­
ing whaf they do not un­
derstand or intend.

TN ■y ationair had provided in- 
8 xXil surance cover for its air- 

\i craft and crew only. And 
while signing the wet lease con tract, 
al-Rajhi withdrew the insurance 
clause covering the passengers. In 

-- ----------
by the defendants, we 5 
should accept, if it is not, 
then we should refuse. But 
what the others do is their 
business. Aslongas people 
are not forced or coerced 
or misled into signing any 
paper conferring their 
authority I would have no 
quarrels.

On the other hand, if 
any of our clients decided i 
to change their mind, it is 8 
entirely their prerogative. I 
It is their right to decide I 
who should represent J 
them. My only concern is I 
that nobody should be I 
coerced, nobody should be 5 
forced or misled into sign- jj 
ir.g what they do not un- g 
derstand or intend.
Citizen: a total of247pH- j 
grims died, why are you 
representing only 147? u| 
Kumo: Well, it is ncr eve- If,' 
rybody that have asked us i| 
to represent them. If al! li| 
had come, we would have ,’l 
handled their cases.

ByAdamuAdaatu jil

already been abandoned, each party 
was nevertheless busy trying to 
deflect blame from its quarters. There 
was almost near panic as the files 
and denials piled up.

Immediately following the 
crash there were fears that Nigeria 
Airways might be saddled with the 
entire passenger liability for the 
crashed victims. The DC-8 aircraft 
was leased by Hold Trade from al- 
Rajhi International Trading Group 
of Saudi Arabia. al-Rajhi in turn had 
leased it from Nationair of Canada. 
Butbefore signing the contract each 
insisted cn being free of liability for 
the passengers.
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cemed American muslim who had 
been followingevents  since the crash 
in July 1991. When he learnt frat 
some of the families were looking 
for someone to represent them and 
they had already approached one or 
two lawyers, he asked Johnson & 
Co. to get in touch with a Nigerian 
acquaintance of S. Kumo & Co., a

Momoh: airways chairman at the time 

designated Flight WT 2120.

its contract for the Tri Star, the other 
aircraft on lease to Hold Trade, the 
contract stipulated that Hold Trade 
would "be liable for any passenger, 
cargo and mail insurance," and 
would foot all relevant fees. It put 
the onus of providing passenger 
baggage, cargo and third party lia­
bility insurance on the charterer.

In its hurry, Hold Trade in 
fact forgot to sign anything with 
respect to the crashed DC-8 jet. So 
when their plane exploded, the pil­
grims were without cover beyond 
what the Warsaw Convention pro­
vided which "is limited in most cases 
to proven damages not to exceed 
S75/XX) per passenger." But from 
whom will recovery be made?

Many observers see these efforts by 
HoldTradeasattempts to makegood 
of a bad situation. Bo th al-Rajhi and 
Nationair might have considered it 
too risky to insure the 23 year-old 
problem-prone plane.

Meanwhile, dependant rela­
tives of the aircrash victims bore 
their sorrow stoically. Being from an 
environment and a tradition that is 
new to litigations over "acts of God", 
there was little prospect of their 
pressing their case.Tomanyof them, 
though the principle of diya (blood 
money) isnot unknown, the air crash 
may look like an accident willed by 
providence, therefore beyond ques­
tioning and must be suffered as it 
comes. To the knowledge of the 
Nigerian public atleasttherewasno 
one pursuing the victims damages 
even sluggishly. One prominent 
lawyer who spoke on conditions of 
anonymity said, "I don’t know what 
happed. There didn't appear to be 
any concern on the part of any Nige­
rian authorities for the fate of Nige­
rian citizens. Why did the pilgrims 
directorate waituntil now to reopen 
the case? Is it because another Ha jj is 
around the comer or are they react­
ing to the spate of advertisers an­
nouncements we saw recently?"

Things changed with the en­
try of Johnson & Co., a firm of US 

Amidst charges and counter attorneys sent with a note by a con- 
charges, it came to light that though 
Hold Trade had signed a charter 
agreement with Nigeria Airways to 
lift its passengers, this did not cover 
the DC-8 flights. So Hold Trade 
began to look elsewhere.

Around mid August 1991, it 
filed a S25 million claim against al- 
Rajhilntemational.Sincethennoth- acquaintance of S. Kun 
ing more was heard of its attempts. I legal chamber in Kano.

Meanwhile, dependant relatives of the 
aircrash victims bore their sorrow stoically. 
Being from an environment and a tradition 
that is new to litigations over "acts of God", 
there was little prospect of their pressing 
their case.

A viation sources at the time 
A\ seem agreed that as per the 

^Warsaw Convention the air­
line responsible was that whose 
ticket was used. The Hold Trade 
charter issued Nigeria Airways ticket 
andactuallycalledits flight with the 
Nigeria Airways call sign; it was

According to Dr. Suleiman Kumo of 
S. Kumo & Co., his chambers, along 
with Johnson & Co., has been repre­
senting the families of the victims 
since August 1991, barely a month 
after the crash. "To date, we have 
149 clients whose cases we have 
prepared." Dr. Kumo said, "and we 
are now trying to decide whether to 
go to court or accept settlement out 
of court with the insurance com­
pany covering some of the parties." 
If this is a story, the happy ending is 
still far off.

On Friday, March 6, 1992 
during a courtesy call on the gover­
nor of Sokoto State, Alhaji Zakari 
Ibrahim, minister of sta te for foreign 
affairs announced the appointment 
of Hold Trade as an agent to the 
pilgrim affairs directorate in the 
compensation claims arising out of 
the 1991 air crash. The minister, 
according to the Daily Times re­
quested the governor to direct the 
appropriate officials to have the 
power ofattomey, duly executed to 
the solicitors to the agent and re­
turned to the directorate.

This prompted an immediate 
response from S. Kumo & Co. In 
paid advertisements broadcast over 
Federal Radio Kaduna and placed 
in the New Nigerian and National 
Concord, Amin T. Modibbo of S. 
Kumo & Co. warned "our 149 clients 
whose cases we have been pursuing 
from the time they engaged our 
services.... NOT to execute any
powers of attorney to the newly 
nominated solicitors."

"We hereby further inform 
them," the advert continued, "that 
we have now reached a stage in the 
prosecution of their claims whereby 
we expect the claims to be finalised

r=
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doubt that if we waited and went to 
trial, thefamilies would obtain larger 
compensations.* But, continued 
Kumo, the correct thing would be to 
accept a reasonable and fair pro­
posal and refuse one that was not.

17

yy Trauma, however, refused to 
| comment on rumours that

J l,\\at one time his American 
associates at one time reached a set­
tlement of $100,000 per pilgrim. 
Many other legal experts who do 
not wish to be named said they 
expect a settlement amount to be 
much in excess of that especially if it 
goes to trial.

According to Kumo, how 
much thefamilies even tuallygetwill 
depend on a number of factors. "If 
we are able to establish negligence 
on the part of the plaintiff (as some  
foreign media reports suggest to be SokotoStatearrested two traditional

■ -Af* s '-- W$******^ ;
-------- ;

Nigerian Airways: lost to Hold Trade

rulers who had dipped their hands 
into funds meant for the families of 
the victims. This was part of the 
4,126/100 million Naira collected as 
dona lions from individuals andstate 
governments to aid the families.

"If they can touch thischicken 
feed at the height of these people's 
sorrows and ata time when people's 
sympathies were overpowering," 
said one university lecturer who 
spoke on condition of anonyminty, 
"there io nothing to stop them get­
ting at the hundreds of millions of j 
Naira expected as compensation." |

ByAdamuAdamu I

within this month of Ramadan insha 
Allah."

This ied to a war of sorts be­
cause for some days prior to Sunday 
March 22,a series of radio advertise­
ments, no doubt in response to the 
ones placed by S. Kumo & Co., called 
on dependant relatives of the air 
crash victims to assemble at the 
Sokoto State pilgrims welfare board 
premises on Sunday at 10.00am with 
proper identification. Though it was 
notexplidt,many expect thattheas- 
sernbly is probably the forum in 
which the powersofattomey would 
be executed to the solicitors nomi­
nated by the directorate of pilgrim 
affairs.

This move is seen by many 
people as inappropriate. Alhaji 
Abdulmumin Bello, administrative 
secretary of tire Iclam in Africa Or­
ganisation wondered why the right 
of the victims' families would be 
violated this way. He said, "Every­
where in the world, theinjured party 
has the right to chose who defends 
him. The pilgrims directorate must 
not «3tftrrae anyone on them." He 
further said that it would not be 
oeevrate to orsume the move by the 
directorate etanmed from concern 
for their rights. "If they were con- 
cemed/'hesald, "they ought tohave 
done comething nine monthe ago."

Ernest Cory, a partner in 
Jolc'.son&Co.waoatalosa far words. 
"Itis incomprehensible to imagine," 
he cobiplained, "that Ute victims' 
families would be forced to uzeHtdd 

’Trede'oattomeyslmowingtitatHcld 
Trade is one of the parties respon­
sible for the death of the pilgrims." 

“The choice of an attorney by 
the victims'families," Cory contin­
ued, 'is an individual right. It is not 
a right which the government, Hold 
Trade or anyone can dictate."

While debs teaboutthe choice 
of attorney continues, we can only 
wait to see how the affair receives 
itself. Will it go to court or will it be 
settled out of court? According to 
Dr.Suleiman Kumo,it would proba­
bly pay to wait and argue out in 
court. "I am sure," he said, "al! the 
defendants would entertain no

the case on the part of Nationair 
crew) then they should be able to get 
more compensation than if we are 
able to rely only on negligence."

Now, of course, the question 
of compensation is far from clear, 
who will collect it on behalf of the 
victims' families? fa it the attorneys 
chosen by thefamilies themselves or 
those nominated by the pilgrims 
directorate?

From experience tire families 
of the victims will have little way 
against Hold Trade's extensive 
power and connections. Far instance, 
according to Nigeria Airways man­
aging director at the time, Jonathan

Ibrahim, the 247 pilgrims who per­
ished in the crash were boarding a 
Nigeria Airways DC-10 when in­
structions came that they should 
board Hold Trade's DC-8 instead.

Hold Trade, in which a fore­
most traditional ruler and others 
close to him, have interests may, 
therefore, as well get the powers of 
attorney for the families executed to 
it. However, one or two of the fami­
lies have told Citizen that they will 
reject this even if it is imposed.

Already there are reports that 
a Lagos Lawyer working with some 
Americans having going round 
trying to buy the cases.

The fear of the families inter­
viewed was how to ensure that the 
compensation got into the right 
hands. They have good reason to 
fear. On August 12, 1991 police in
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Citizen, March 30,1992

As Alhaji Shehu Ahmadu Musa the Makaman 
Nupe leaves NPC, Nigerians are far from unani­

mous on the accuracy of the head count

was tremendous improvement

NIGERIA —_____
H ^empeis ran high at the Oyo Census ’91 
I State house of assembly last 

=LL week.Weanngforlomlooks, 
the members of the House were con­
cerned that their state might have 
been under-represented in the 885 
million national population figure 
released Thursday, March 19, by the

1 National Population Commission, 
NPC At a lengthy debate session 
where the parliamentarians went

i through the NPC figures with a 
toothcomb, they were not prepared 
to mince words either. The 5,691,797

| populanon size credited to old Oyo 
state (comprising Osun and Oyo), 
they said was "too odd" because it 
implied a marginal increaseofa mere

1 400.1KK) over the 1963 figures. Dur- 
| mg the same period, they argued, 

Kaduna/Katsina states appreciated
| in population by no less than 3.7 mil­

lion people. Finding the figures "un­
acceptable," the lawmakers swiftly 
passed a unanimous resolution re­
jecting the NPC figure for their state.

Niyi Akintola, a lawyer and 
deputyspeaker  of thelegislature told 
newsmen: "We are compiling our 
own figures. We have over one mil­
lion pupils in primary schools 
alone." Popoola Ojo, another mem­
ber of the legislature representing 
Afijio Constituency, also wondered 
if "It was only the figure for Ibadan 
that has been declared", added he: 
"The figure for Oyo State is terribly 
odd. The NPC chairman should 
come and clarify. It is too low".

According to the NPC figures, 
Nigeria has an overall population of 
88514501. Of this, Oyo State isaed- 
i ted with 3,488,789 people and Osun 
2,203,016 Other states are scored as 
follows Bauchi (4,294,413) Kano 
(5,632.040), Jigawa (2,829,929), 
Katsina (3378344),Lagos (5385,781) 
Rivers (3,983357), Sokoto (4392391) 
and Kebbi (2562226). A breakdown 
of the figures unto the six geo-politi­
cal zones revealed that north-west­
ern zone comprising Kebbi, Sokoto, laureate Professor Wole Soyinka

Kaduna is inhabited by 27595,415 
people. There are 3,908570 Nigeri­

ans in the pre- 
dominantly 
Kanuri north­
eastern states of 
Borno and Yobe 
while the core- 
easttAbia, Anam­
bra, Enugu and 
Imo) is credited 
with a population 
of 10,712.672. In 
the south-west 
(Lagos Ogun, 
Ondo, Osun, Oyo 
and Kwara), 
19,908570 people 
were counted 
while the Middle- 
Belt states of 
Taraba, Niger, 
Abuja, Adamawa, Mum; didn 7 $ ffig numb .
Benue, Kogi and 
Plateau have 14528525 people be­
tween them. The oil-rich southern 
minority areas (Rivers, Akwa-Ibom, 
Delta, Edo and Cross River) were, 
according to the NPC figures, in­
habited by 12,939,426 as at Novem­
ber last year when the census was 
conducted.

Perhaps, due to pastexperience, 
initial reactions to the census results 
tended to be cautiously optimistic. 
Sam Aluko, an economics professor 
evinced an uncanny sense of fulfil­
ment. Said he: "I am quite happy 
with theresult especially asmy esti­
mate in all interviews Ihavegranted 
the press is between 80 and 90 mil­
lion. I am being justified". Nobel

Kano, Jigawa, Bauchi, Katsina and comparing the 1991 census with the the Shehu Musa-led NPC has

while Lerna Jubrilu, an NRC presi­
dential aspirant told participants at 
the Oyo State NUJ Guest Forum that 
he found the figures "acceptable". 
NLC president, Pascal Bafyau agreed 
with them. So did Mr. Gabriel Ab- 
dulrasheed Adeyemi, a retired civil 
servant and businessman who said 
the de-facto method of counting 
employed made the 1991 census the 
most accurate to date. Adeyemi also 
feels that the use of computer soft­
ware and the prominent role played 
by United Nations technical advis­
ers must have made inflation diffi­
cult.

Joshua Sikhilbisand John Ukoje, 
bothgeographyteachersat Ahmadu 
Bello University (ABU), Zaria say 
1.U— <?1___1___ * i . . _ _ *

— --------—WM a 5A XtzlS

ill-fated 1973 census, also said there the nation its "fairest" and "most
accurate" census. Mr. Sikhibits, a
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planning
Sikhitbis saw stains left on the 

NPC scorecard by hitches, which 
were avoidable. Those included 
overlapping of enumeration areas, 
counting after the specified period 
and house numbering, which he said 
was carried on to the eve of the com­
mencement of actual counting. 
However, he said 'those hitches 
were not on a scale that would have 
affected the figures drastically*.

•mr Tfkoje who said he helped in 
I training NPC's field work- 
ers and was a supervisor 

himself in 1963, told Citizen thatNPC 
did 'a fantastic job*. He was full of 
praise for Alhaji Shehu Musa. "The 
man at the helm of affairs*, he said, 
"must have been very, very meticu­
lous in his planning and deserves a 
very high marks."

He described the 885 million 
total given by the NPC as "really 
appropriate", and challenged any­
one who would want to contest the 
figures to "come forward with 
proof." Said he: "It will be a pity if 
peoplereject thefigures because they 
don't iavour them. They don't want 
to be realistic."

Mallama Talatu R. Umar, a 
sociology teacher in the liberal stud­
ies department of Kaduna Polytech­
nic thinks the commission "did its 
homework well." For the first time, 
she told Citizen, 'we have the most 
authentic and reliable figures." Ta­
latu appears to have accepted that 
indeed, men are more than women. 
"I think men are more populous than 
women in Nigeria," she told Citizen. 
But she expects that to change in 10

years' time.
To Mr Abraham Akpam, a 

topography teacher at the same 
polytechnic, the 1991 census figures 
will be the least controversial be 
cause "the most controversial ques­
tions like religion werenot included 
in the questionnaire." He said the 
885 million total of the NPC did not 
surprise him as he did not for once 
believe that Nigerians were more 
than that. He said the 120 million 
estimate bandid around was based 
on "wrong parameter."

Akpam said the male/female 
differential was "marginal", adding 
that the numerical superiority of 
women in the eastern states might 
be due to the civil war which cost 
them more men than women.

NPC's modest report card is 
not however, to remain clean for 
long. Celebrated social critic and ex­
chairman of People's Bank, Dr. Tai 
Solarin said: "I know that my worst 
subject at school was mathematics 
butit'shard to be believe that Lagos, 
which lOyearsago was estimated to 
have 5.1 million people, could not 
have grown more than that now." 

Ebenezer Babatope, a lawyer 
and a senatorial aspirant, disputed 
the figure for Osun State describing 
the November 1991 head count as 
"an intelligent juggling of figures.* 
SOP'S national secretary Chief Alex 
Anielo said: "I'm aware that Kano 
and Sokoto are populous bu t I'm not 
sure they will give Oyo that kind of 
gap"

Mallam Mohammed Ali, who 
teaches economics at the Kaduna 
Polytechnic says the NPC's figures 
are 'not realistic." He expects that

Babatope miffed

Citizen, March 30,1992

He described the 88.5 million to­
tal given by the NPC as "really ap­
propriate", and challenged anyone 
who would want to contest the fig­
ures to "come forward with proof."

Solarin: disagrees 

population geographer, who 
worked at NPC's zonal office in 
Kaduna for a time told Citizen in 
Zaria that a 100 per cent accuracy 
was impossible to achieve.

He said before NPC released its 
figures he had known that Nigeri­
ans were fewer than a 100 million. 
He believed that even after cross­
checking the total would change only 
slightly, "give or take two million" 
Mr. Sikhitbis attributed NPC's suc­
cess to the elimination of religion 
and ethnidty from the questionaire 
"less counting of trees" this time 
around and a higher level of public 
awareness about the need for accu­
rate population data for economic
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Suleiman: softs/W

Citizen, March 30,19s
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A Lagos State University de-
A\ mograph, lecturer, Dr. Ayo 

Omotavo however thinks 
cntica of the recently released cen­
sus results may have been casing 
theft arguments on wrong premises. 
According to Dr. Omotayo, the 1963 
census on which the projections are 
based, may have been over blown. 
He however concedes that if the 1963 
figure is correct, the 1991 figure 
cannot but be wrong. He argues that 
the fact that there are more women 
than men in the Igbo speaking states 
could be attributed to the fact that

Sikhitbls: kudos for Musa 
with reduced mortality rate due to 
improvement in health care, Nige­
ria's popula Hon should bemore than 
what the NPC said it is. "There was 
a saious under-counting", he al­
leged. Mallam Mohammed said he 
did not believe men were more in 
number than women.

Mallam Ibrahim Musa who 
teaches urban geography at ABU, 
Zaria also thinks the numerical 
superiority of men over women "is 
not realistic." He told Citizen : *1 
believe there are more women than 
there are men." He said NFC's plan­
ning of the census was "Noe" but It 
failed to impress him in demarca­
tion of enumeration areas and re­
cruitment of enumerators.

more men ci eastern origin died 
during the 1967-70 civil war. Omo- 
tayo also believes that women in 
purdah may leave been shielded 
from the de-facto system of count­
ing adopted for the 1991 census.

Alhnji Shchu Musa, whose 
resignation from th? National Popu­
lation Commission for full-time 
politicking takes effect from the end 
of thismonth, has himself not spared 
hits critics. He has infect charged that 
some of them are ‘■'ignoramus" and 
that the NPC would be ready to 
defendits figures. "Wearenot guess­
ing," he says, "the work of the Popu­
lation Commission is not to guess, it 
is to determine exactly the popula­
tion of Nigeria and that is what we 

-have done." Offering an olive 
branch, Alhaji Musa said a popula­
tion complaints tribunal which 
would sit on petitions relating to the

■

- •

Ibrahim Mid that in Ruma 
village in Zaria, for instances, "a 
ringle house hadlHmembers* and 
three streets in Tudun Wada ward 
had almost 600 people living there. 
The NFC's "result did not reflect 
Nigeria'ssctualpopulaticn'.hesrid.

. Dr. Tai Solarinsaid: "I know that my 
worstsubject at school was mathemat­
ics but it's hard to be believe that Lagos, 
which 10 years ago was estimated to 
have 5.1 million people, could not have 
gipwn more than that now."

_______________________  j
Utojs hsppy with census '91

census figures is already being set 
up.

Already, the Matam«'* 
Nupds friends are rallying to his 
support. Air Commodore Dan 
Suleiman, a prominent Middle Belt 
chieftain told Citizen last week1 
"Shehu Musa is a man who likes » 
do a thorough job and he is a man 
who likes to leave a good name 
wherever he goes and I think We 
should give him moral support until 
somebody is able to come out with 
independentand verifiable informs' 
tion which counters his."

By Yinka Telia end Bolaji 
Adebiyi with additional reports by 
Samson Oja, Tawey Zakka and 

Abu Momntoh
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Zango riot
The “trial” of Gaskiya
News hunt puts editor and his reporter in the dock

askiya Tafi Kwabo is a Hausa 
fl —j. language newspaper in the 

New Nigerian Newspapers 
stable. It translates roughly in Eng­
lish as "truth is worth more than 
money." But on one occasion, ex­
actly March 16, the paper failed to 
liveuptoitsname .Thatdayitserved 
its readers what was not exactly true, 
when it quoted a police memoran­
dum as having identified the chair­
man of Zangon Kataf Local Govern­
ment in Kaduna State as thecause of 
the market riot in Zangon Kataf town 
on February 6.

The police memo submitted 
by chief superintendent of police 
Abdullahi Lawai to the judicial 
commission investigating the riot, 
merely stated that Juri Babang Ayok, 
council chairman made relocation 
of the market a campaign promise, 
which he "worked relentlessly to 
actualise" after his election.

In his verbal testimony to the 
commission on March 11, Chief 
Superintendent Lawai said "it is the 
opinion of the police" that the cause 
of the riot was the chairman's defi­
ance of a court injunction stopping

Citizen, March 30,1992

Members of the tribunal (centre) commission chairman Cudjoe 

the market from being moved and 
Hausa opposition led by Alhaji 
Danbala ATK.

Tobe sure, Gaskiya did not set 
out to distort the evidence of the 
police. Editor Abul-Hassan Ibrahim 
said if his paper made a mistake it 
arose from "our misunderstanding 
of the police memo." In admitting 
the error early and offering profuse 
apology, he was able to secure for 
himself and his reporter Suleiman 
Lemu Ladan "a discharge", but 
theirs was qualified freedom. An 
indictment still hangs to its name.

The Gaskiya 'trial' was initi­
ated by J.B. Daudu, counsel for the 
police on March 17, when he drew 
the Justice Cudjoe commission's 
attention to a story in the paper's 
edition of the previous day, with the 
headline. Binciken 'yan Sandayanuna 
cava: shugabankaramarhukumar Zan­
gon Kataf ne ya hadasa rikici

In English this will read: 
"Police investigation has dearly re­
vealed that the chairman of Zangon 
Kataf is the cause of the riot" Mr. 
Daudu's application to have the 
paper”s editor and the reporter who

filed the story "summoned to ap­
pear before the commission" was 
granted.

The two dutifully answered 
the summon on March 23, at about 
10X10 am. The commission began 
hearing of their case at 1054 am. 
Opening the case, Daudu com­
plained that the Gaskiya story 
"alarmed my client, particularly the 
chairman." He said it gave the im­
pression thatthepolice 'implicated* 
ths chairman 'as being the cause of 
the riot."

Daudu could not take his eye 
away from the 'banner headline", 
which shot out at him with its dis­
turbing boldness, coupled with ila 
'very wide coverage, not only in 
Nigeria but throughout West Af­
rica.* He said Gaskiya's distortion of 
the evidence of the police and their 
memo was "fraught with mischief 
and danger." The paper, he said, 
used the memo as 'a smokescreen to 
dearly pre-empt the findings of the 
commission." He wanted its editor 
and correspondent "to show cause 
why some form of action should not 
be taken against them for dear con­
tempt."

Justice Rahila Hadea Cudjoe 
(chairman): You are the editor (refer­
ring to Abul-Hasson), what explana­
tion do you have?

Editor: (Initially, speaking in 
English) Gaekiya relied solely on the 
evidence of the police before the commio- 
sion. (Switching to Hausa, with com­
mission's permission) Our story did 
not change what the police said in their 
memorandum and the evidence of its 
witnesses. Our aim as a federal govern­
ment newspaper is to ensure that what 
wepublish is in the public interest. Our 
story was to enlighten the public about 
what the police said before the commis­
sion. (But) if it has offended any inter­
ested party, we sincerely apologise.

Suleiman Lemu Ladan (re­
porter): (Speaking in Hausa) 1 go 
along with wry editor. I would like to add 
that if the diairman or the load govern­
ment council feels aggrieved, I sincerely 
apologise.

Justice Cudjoe asked the edi­
tor to read aloud the headline of the 
____________ cental. Pg. 24 [
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Census ’91

Provisional result

FC

< Y7^ Station deeded to indude

▼ T P^^'^hansittontodvilnilepromnune 
it did so in a determined effort to lav an^h^'

development. Needless to say, such bautifub^oriybetranshttdint ’̂^  ̂
background of accurate reliable and ademLTTl*^

Itis regrettable that our pecul^T, u 
has made it impossible before n^?^  ̂
mon perspective for appreciating 00m:

not so much because of the alleged infhtk^^ 
but primarily because the provislc^d °* 
compared with projected figure from taw ’ when 
suited in negative growth rate in ZL <Ensu3're- 
country- This acrimonious situation T, 8 01
tain technical shortcomings, has b/^P^wthcer- 
thechromdeoffailure which dura^re8ponsible for

Governmentwas therefore nv !?“*• 
rious background when,in i^i^^ftatinglo- 
mendaticn of the Political Bureau there«®-
b^onsiHbeforeiteventually^^^Popula-

National Population Commission which has, among 
other duties, the conduct of population censuses to 
Nigeria. Similarly, government was extremely careful to 
the choice of chairman and members of the commission-

I wish to reiterate the high premium that 
administration attaches to your assignment and indeed 
the Transition Programme. This fact apart, many 
countrymen are anxious about the census, hence the 
close monitoring of the progress of your commit01' 
since its inception in 1988.

We are particularly impressed by the boldne^ 
with which you attempted to make a break with the p^ 
We also appreciate your sincerity and commitment to ® 
task of providing for our beloved nation an accural 
reliable and acceptable census this time around. 
gether with other well meaning Nigerians, we 
followed the successes attained in every stage of *** 
census exercise including enumeration, area demure8 
tian, the three pre-tests, trial census, training of cen^ 
functionaries, and decentralisation erf data prooesstoK 
control I vividly remember launching your P11^^ 
lightenment programme for the 1991 census in May 
I took precious note of the way it has helped to engend^ 
public confidence in all that you have done. All these df® 
strategies which commend the National Populat>°f 
Commission's approach to the census as a purely techm 
cal exercise. They are equally symbolic of the proper w 
and manner in which you executed the assignment.

Thus, fully aware of the home-work you did, y°T 
widely acclaimed success in the actual enumeration 
November, 1991, did not come as a big surprise to ub- 
fact, it reinforced our belief in the ability of Nigerian® w 
conduct their own affairs successfully.

I recall with nostalgia the manner in which y°u 
killed fte scepticism which crept up at the initial stage® 
of your assignment. You took time off to explain ths

Citizen, March 30.

Speech delivered by General Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida, President and Com- 
mander-in-Otief of the Armed Forces of the Federal Republic of Nigeria on the occa­

sion of the submission of Census '91 provisional result on Thursday, 19th March, 1991
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I 44,544,531
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2
3
4
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1,084,824 
1,162,430 
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2
3
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KADUNA
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IAGOS 
NIGER
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2,124,049 
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1,865,604 
2 >570,181 
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^-632,040 
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133,968

!■ Totals
2,297,9781,189,621(1) Comprising ABA north and SOUTH

State name : ADAMAWA
L.C-.A- name

Wales Females Total •

1,039,225 2,124,049

MADAGALI 
shelleng

74,800 
84,763 
44,836 
36,180 
63,957 
43,785 
61,290 
60,210 
110,828 
112,569 
93,335 

113,100
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E9,95B 
,899 
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1 FUFORE
2 GANYE
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4 guyvk
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12 YOLA
13 JADA____
14
15
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I
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153,778 
171,149 
88,425 
69,604 

126,272 
92,599 

121,026 
117,712 
243,414 
228,411 
193,092 
246,068 
124,186 
92,105 

• 56,208I Totals
(1) including DEMSA
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_ AFIKPO

BENDS
5 IKWUANO
£ ISIALn-NGWA
* ISUIKWUATG
E OBIOMA-NGWA
9 OHAFIA
1C DHA03ARA

■ 11 ONICHA 
11 UKWA

f 13 UMUAHIA
, 14 AFIKPO SOUTH
: 15 UKWA EAST
: 16 ISIALA l.’GWA SOUTH

255,325
4.7,262
43,453
61,200
27,925
43,758 ■
68,731 I

162,439 I 
64,961 
59,467 i 
48,052 ! 
23,776 |

105,797 I
33,205
15,234
47,772 |

.'38,827 ; 
56,412 | 
48,164 
67,027 I 
32,043 I 
50,141 
79,323 j 

162,967 
75,250 
74,, 501 
64,365 
25,108 

107,833 
37,909 
16,727 
53,024

7S,978 
86,386 
42,589 
33,424 
62>315 
48,814 
S9,736 
,57.502 
i32,586 
115/842 
,"'757 i132,968 I 
60,349 ! 
“*4,757 I



Females TotalL.G.A. Malesname

i

r

Totals 1,162,430 1,197,306 2,359^736

MalesL.G.A. Femalesname Total

k
i

1,374,801Totals 1,393,102 2,767,903
(1) Comprising ONITSHA NORTH and SOUTH

Citizen, March 30,1992J

1 AGUATA
2 ANAMBRA
3 ANAOCHA
4 AKWA SOUTH
5 IDEMILI
6 IHIALA
7 NJIKOKA
8 NNEWI NORTH
9 OGBARU

10 ONITSHA (1)
11 ORUMBA SOUTH
12 OYI
13 AKWA NORTH
14 ORUMBA NORTH
15 NNEWI SOUTH

50,945 
39,099 
30,212 
62,730 
39,763 
42,956 
35,219 
76,252 
90,085 
32,050 
47,262 
37,099 
31,988 
71,013 
40,935 
57,791 
40,374 
43,822 
36,673 

117,068 
57,064 
32,194 
35,047 
14,789

141,329 
74,882 
96,863 
59,285 

206,162 
91,294 
65,974 
105,062 
94,137 
136,230 
44,946 
94,764 
30,063 
60,276 
73,534

147,720 
75,475 
102,230 
62,285 

194,442 
108,435 
68,127 
96,201 
83,919 

120,711 
51,170 
95,897 
33,269 
67,522 
85,699

289,049 
150,357 
199,093 
121,570 
400,504 
199,729 
134,101 
201,263 
178,056 
256,941 
96,116 

190,661 
63,332 

127,798 
159,233

53,017 
38,410 
33,117 
68,008 
44,283 
47,708 
34,741 
80,052 
92,634 
25,551 
53,164 
38,851 
32,432 
61,901 
39,113 
68,765 
43,889 
33,116 
43,195 
117,547 
62,664 
32,015 
37,074 
16,059

1 ABAK
2 EKET
3 EKPE-ATAI
4 ESSIEN-UDIM
5 ETINAM
6 IKONO
7 IKOT-ABASI
8 IKOT-EKPENE
9 ITU

10 MBO
11 MKPAT-ENIN
12 NSIT-UBIUM
13 OKOBO
14 ONNA
15 ORON
16 ORUK-ANAM
17 UKANAFUN
18 UQUO-IB-ENO
19 URUAN
20 UYO
21 ETIM EKPO
22 NSIT I BOM
23 INI
24 URUE OFFONG/ORUKO

103,962 
77,509 

' 63,329 
130,738
84,046 
90,664 
69,960 

156,304 
182,719
57,601 

100,426 
75,950 
64,420 

132,914
80,048 

126,556
84,263 
76,938 
79,868 
234,615 
119,728
64,209 
72,121 
30,848

State name : ANAMBRA

State name : AKWA IBOM



State name : BAUCHI

L.G.A. name Hales Females

Totals
2’2°2,962 4,294,4132,091,451

name : BENUEState

nameli.G. A-
Males TotalFemales

2,780,3981,394,996

112,575 
124,565 
69,006 
161,533 
40,697 
80,199 
27,149 
73,555 
85,490 
132,648 
63,624

. 28,662 
90,483 
107,086 
89,530 
139,512 
118,989 
98,506 
107,630 
111,978
83,544 
69,988 
74,502

54,852 
146,569 
58,151 
57,468 

118,075 
72,574 
95,099 

105,076 
94,360 
43,822 
94,643 
62,063 
82,476 
48,938 
65,449 
66,658 
36,757 
91,966

103,228 
298,387 
115,750 
115,118 
237,585 
143,045 
191,067 
226,198 
177,270 
87,009 

190,457 
123,9-51 
163,655 
90,890 

129,307 
130,663 
73,396 

183,422

122,750 
129,912 
64,378
180,225 
44,522 
83,650 
26,064 
84,876 
95,514
150,541 
64,028 
11,681 
97,644
112,099 
.96,601 
150,606 
124,303 
89,979
107,825 
108,797 
81,971 
73>151 
_81,845

Total

235,325I 
254,477 
133,384 I
341,758 |
85,219 

163,849
53,213 

158,431 
181,004 
283,189 
127,652
60,343 

188,127 
219,185 
186,131 
290,118 I 
243,292 
188,485 
215,455 
220,775 
165,515
143,139 
156,347

tafawa-balewa
19 TORO 

rmTi/r>rn>20
21

1 A?°
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9

10 H 
12 
13 
14 
15 
■16 
17 
18
Totals

1' AKKO
2 ALKALERI
3 BALANGA
4 BAUCHI
5 BILLIRI
6 DARAZO
7 DASS
8 DUKKU
9 GAMAWA

10 GOMBE
11 ITAS/GADAU
12 JAMA'ARE
13 KATAGUM
14 MISAU
15 NAFADA
16 NINGI
17 SHIRA^
18

48,376 
151,818 
57,599 
57‘, 650 

119,510 
7o,471 

.95.968 
121,122 
82,910 
43,187 
95,814 
81,888 
81,179 
41,952 
81,858 
64,005 
36,639

i?®5'402

GBOKO 
guma 
gwer east 
jjVTSINA-ALA 
konshjsha 
kwande 
MAKURDI 
OJU OKPOKWU 
OTUgXPO 
USHONGO 
VANDEIK¥A 
qGBADIBO 
apa „ BUKURU 
gwer west 
UKUM

I----- Z^fard’18' 1992
Citizen,

yamaltu/deba 
KALTUNGO

22 GANJUWA
23 ZAKI________



■te name : ~BORNO
TotalFemalesP L.G.A. Malesname

2,596,5891,327,311 .1,269,278Totals

MalesL.G.A.- Fernalesname Tota

Totals 945,270 920,334 1,865,60-

I

Including KWAYA-KUSAR
Including MAGUMERI
Including MAFA
Including NGANZAI
Including GUBIO
Including MARTE
Including HAWL’L

1 AKAI1KPA
2 CALABAR MUHICIPALITY
3 IKON
4 OBUBRA
5 OBUDU
6 ODUKPANI
7 OGOJA
8 UGEP SOUTH
9 BIASE

10 BOKI
11 YALA
12 OBANLIKU
13 AKPABUYO
14 UGEP NORTH

(1)
(2)
(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)

80,941
97,989
108,835
69,123
36,594
79,903
51,858
86,252
77,405

340,809
77,558
64,469
65,408
90,167

59,103 
166,203
91,495

. 69,665 
45,137 
56,273 
82,906, 
71,298 
47,339 
70,906 
75,903 
24,398
49,218 
35,426

77,952
97,135

107,835
71,286 
35,008 
81,451
53,511
87,604
72,798
288,677
73,019 
61,012 
61,045

100,945

158,893 
195,124 
216,670 
140,409 
71,602

161,354
105,369
173,856
150,203
629,486
150,577
125,481 
126,453 
191,112

55,821 
154,65§ 
84,129 
68,764 
44,685 
54,630 
85,983 
69,658 
46,023 
66,712 
79,501 
25,603 
46,974 
37,192

114,92
320,86 
175,62 
138,42
89,82

110,90
168,88
140,95
93,Se­

ll?,61= 
155,40- 
50,00- 
96,19- 
72,61—

Citizen, March 30,1992

State name : CROSS-RIVER

1 ASKIRA-U^A
2 DANA
3 BIU (1)
4 DAMBOA
5 DIKWA
6 GWOZA
7 KAGA (2)
8 KONDUNGA (3)
9 KUKAWA (4)

10 MAIDUGURI
11 MOBBAR (5)
12 MONGUNO (6)
13 NGALA
14 SHANI (7)



FIT'

Ft
State name : DELTA

Females TotalL»G«A. name Males

1,296,973 2,570,1811,273,208

EDOname :State

Females Totalnamel.g.a.

(1)

1,082,718 1,077,130 2,159,8481Totals

Citizen, March 30,

OWAN (3), 
ESAN 
esan

56,003 
70,100 
85,352 
52,173 
63,674 
69,890 
88,466 

132,722 
61,582 
71,198 
77,807

109,818 
44,598 
50,375 
34,908 
60,243 
52,820 
27,280 
64,199

43,847
59,421
65,208
45,537

397,296
116,622
42,554
75,517
60,921
43,476
67,968
64,351

56,395
70,336 
75,093 
56,530
66,261
72,773
94,784

128,708 
61,021 
70,043
83,350

103,458
42,846
51,210
37,773
71,048
57,696
28,115
69,533

45,639
64,945
65,718
46,211

383,680
110,726

38,466
75,582
67,590
44,882
75,935
57,756

112,398 
140,436 
160,445 
108,703 
129,935 
142,663 
183,250 
261,430 
122,603 
141,241
161,157 
213,276
87,444 

101,585
72,681 

131,291 
110,516 
55,395 

133,732

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12

89,486
124,366
130,926
91,748 

780,976 
227,348
81,020 

151,099 
128,511
88,358 

143,903 
122,107

OWAN EAST and OWAN WEST 
OVIA NORTH EAST

1 ANIOCHA SOUTH
2 B011ADI
3 BURUTU
4 ETHIOPE EAST
5 IKA SOUTH
6 ISOKO SOUTH
7 NDOKWA WEST
8 OKPE
9 OSHIM.ILI
10 SAPELE
11 UGHELLI NORTH
12 WARRI SOUTH

• 13 WARRI NORTH
14 ETHIOPE WEST
15 NDOKWA EAST
16 UGHELLI SOUTH
17 IKA NORTH EAST
18 ANIOCHA NORTH
19 ISOKO NORTH
Totals

■ y y-' ■■

Hales
ESAN SOUTH EAST 
AKOKO-EDO 
etsako WEST 
esan west 
ORE DO orhionmwon 
OVIA (2) (3) CENTRAL 

NORTH EAST 
?TSAKO EAST gguSELU (4)

(1) includingy^souTH west 
!?i S"’« ... ” 
(4)



TotalFemalesL.G.A. Malesname

Totals 1,482,245 1,679,050 3,161,295’

State name : IMO
L.G.A. Males Femalesname Total

Totals 1,178,031 1,307,468 2,485,499

Citizen, March 30,1992

(1) Comprising ENUGU NORTH and SOUTH
(2) Comprising IGBO-EZE NORTH and SOUTH

1 ABAKAALIKI
2 AWGU
3 ENUGU (1)
4 EZEAGU
5 EZZA
6 IGBO-ETITI
7 IGBO-EZE (2)
8 IKWO
9 ISHIELU

10 ISI-UZO
11 IZZI
12 NKANU
13 NSUKKA
14 OHAUKWU
15 OJI—RIVER
16 UDI
17 UZO-UWANI

1 ABOH-MBAISE
2 AHIAZU—MBAISE
3 EHIME-MBANO
4 EZINIHITTE
5 IDEATO NORTH
6 IHITTE/UBOMA
7 IKEDURU
8 ISIALA-MBANO
9 ISU

10 MBAITOLI
11 NGOR-OKPALA
12 NKWERRE
13 OBOWO
14 OHAJI/EGBEMA
15 OKIGWE
16 ORLU
17 ORU
18 QWERRI
19 OGUTA
20 ORSU
21 IDEATO SOUTH

53,912 
44,604 
44,862 
42,568 
62,757 
34,291 
49,523 
48,667 
66,485 
70,276 
64,953 
61,777 
29,504 
58,578 
62,028 
54,367 
67,049 

140,878 
41,457 
40,403 
39,092

61,216 
52,687 
50,418 
49,351 
65,926 
36,476 
57,427 
56,196 
74,084 
77,974 
71,149 
63,861 
34,708 
60,212 
66,031 
62,409 
81,947 

144,053 
45,108 
50,682 
45,553

115,535 
122,884 
231,254 
58,079 

107,44-6 
66,151 

125,907
89,125
72,462 

113,578
87,247 

113,492 
113,538 
98,323 

. 43,975
78,028 
42,026

225,752
222,638
465,072
108,129
188,535
131,669
226,442
166,269
132,552
209,725
166,239
208,118
218,180
180,932
82,105

146,910
82,028

110,217
99,754 

233,818
50,050
81,089
65,518

100,535
77,144
60,090
96,147
78,992
94,626
104,642
82,609
38,130
68,882
40,002

115,128 
97,291 
95,280 
91,919 

128,683
70,767 
106,950 
104,863 
140,569 
148,250 
136,102 
125,638
64,212 

118,790 
128,059 
116,776 
148,996 
284,931
86,565 

' 91,085
84,645

State name : ENUGU



I

State name : KADUNA

L.G.A. name Males Females Total

2.059,382Totals 1,909,870 3,969,252

State name : JIGAWA

L.G.A. name Males Females Total

Totals 1,410,203 2,829,929

Citizen, March 30,1992

1 BIRNIN GWARI
2 CHIKUN
.3 IGABI
4 IKARA
5 JAMA'A
6 KACHIA
7 KADUNA
8 KAURA
9 KAURU

10 LERE
11 SOBA
12 ZANGON-KATAF
13 ZARIA
14 MAKARFI
15 SABON-GARI
16 JABA
17 GIWA
18 TUDUN WAbA/MAKERA

73,727
154,495
153,421
175,688 
111,037 
109,059 
182,318 
64,290 
64,523

114,114
95,741
76,134

147,233
107,236 
113,415 
34,056 
85,889 

197,006

66,683
143,636
144,606
168,569
104,712
107,202
155,321
56,475
63,414

106,944
91,536
73,350

129,954 
104,010
99,256
33,328
84,364

176,510

68,314
58,205

145,347
74,602
51,796
59,812
96,207
88,478

128,834
74,544
59,582
85,073
54,343
87,933
93,528

128,337
55,268

135,104 
114,107 
292,838 
148,374 
102,849 
121,278 
195,618 
183,527 
249,815 
149,713 
121,516 
177,608 
108,044 
179,006 
192,937 
247,553 
110,042

1 BABURA
2 BIRNIWA
3 BIRNIN-KUDU
4 DUTSE
5 GARKI
6 GUMEL (1) •
7 GWARAM
8 HADEJIA
9 JAHUM

10 KAFIN-HAUSA
11 KAZAURE12 KIRIKASAMMA
13 KIYAWA
14 MAIGATARI (2)15 MALAM-MADURI (3)
16 RINGIM (4)
17 RONI (5)_______

66,790 
55,902 

147,491 
73,772 
51,053 
61,466 
99,411 
95,049 

120,981
75,169 
61,934 
92,535 
53,701 
91,073 
99,409 

119,216 
54,774

140,410 
298,131 
298,027 
344,257 
215,7^9 
216,261 
337,639 
120,765 
127,937 
221,058 
187,277
149,484 
277,187 
211,246 
212,671 

67,384
170,253 
373,516

419,726

Including part of SULETANkar-kar 
—■ Including part of SULETANKAR-kar 
—Including KAUGAMA
"5( Including TAURA

J Including GWIWA
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.Citizen, March 30,1992

<UM
processes including the preparations, the comprehen­
siveness of your coverage and the technical efficiency of 
the programme. This approach did confirm your ability 
to inspire confidence and reassured Nigerians of the 
thoroughness of the exercise. Let me also observe with 
appreciation that, inspite of financial and logistic diffi­
culties, you were able to call on your vast experience and 
skills in resource management to overcame such ob­
stacles.

Distinguished Ladles and Gentlemen, we have 
observed that a few individuals, unfamiliar with nature 
of census as a statistics operation have, since the dose of 
enumeration in November 1991, been expressing con­
cern abou t the release of the result of theexerdse. On our 
part, we are quite aware of the stupendous amount of 
data generated by the census and the arduous and 
tortuous processes involved before the results could be 
obtained. In fact, that you are able to present the provi­
sional result of the 1991 census to government today, in 
spite of the mass of data thatneeded to be captured in the

direction of our attitudes.
Once again, I thank you all for a job well done.

■■'I

i

-I
Babangida: a job wdl deme

6sid, processed, checked and cross-checked prior to 
further analysis, is a testimony to your dedication, loy­
alty and effectiveness in executing the project.

' As I remarked when you came to enumerate me 
and members of my family in Lagos on 27th November, 
1991,1 did not envy you nor your assignment lam 
however confident that you would perform. I feel so censusexerdsewiUmariithebeginningofapositivere- 
proud that you have not failed me in my expectation.

I am not surprised because, in addition to the

previous meritorious services you have rendered to tl 
nation, the recent exercise has further demonstrati 
your personal qualities, experience and commitment 
the aspiration of the present administration.

This administration understands the apprehe 
sion of those who argue about the need to release tl 
provisional results to an expectant nation without u 
necessary delay. At the same time, I did assure tl 
nation that the result will not be tinkered with. Towari 
this end, the Armed Forces Ruling Council met today I 
receive the provisional result of the census. We deEbe 
ated on the procedures and processes undergone i 
order to arrive at the figures. We are satisfied with th 
conduct of the census and I hereby confirm that th 
population of Nigeria is 88,514.501 million.

Once again, I extend the commendation of gov 
eminent to you as chairman, and members of the com 
mission for the exemplary way in which you hav 
handled this delicate national assignment. To the nu 
merous staff of the National Population Commissioi 
nationwide, this nation remains ever grateful for you 
commitment and sacrifice to the cause of a credibh 
census. To the media men and women, your role ir 
mobilising everyone for the exercise is highly appred 
ated. To all Nigerians and non-Nigerians alike, I com­
mend their patience, understanding and endurance! 
during the period of enumeration. I should also like tc 
mention the support and assistance of the international 
community which has been most helpful to the 1991 
census project.

On the whole, the exemplary conduct of all groups 
in relation to the different stages of planning and execu­
tion of the 1991 census project suggests a fundamental 
attitudinal change to programmes initiated by this 
administration.

It is my fervent hope that this new orientation will 
be extended to other aspects of the transition to dvil 
rule programme as we set about the task to ensuring the 
safe delivery of the Third Republic.

As people who share a common nationhood, we 
need to constantly remind ourselves that census is yet 
another effort in nation building. It is not a contest in 
ethnic or religious strength, nor is it a contest between 
regional, communal or cultiral groups. Having resolved 
to live together as one nation,-we must now jettison 
attitude i that are critically unhelpful to national unity. 
Our overriding concern should be how to make the 
many Nigerians more productive and how to ensure 
that Nigerians give our nation a better image abroad. 
This is a task for all Nigerians. It is my hope that this
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In the interview, according to 
Waziri, Alhaji Dunbala appealed to 
the Hausas in Zangon Kataf, who 
were incensed by the decision to 
move the market, to be calm and 
await the court's decision on the 
matter. Apparently, Danbah had 
gone to the commercial department 
of the FRCN, intending to pay to 
have hia views put across to the "ta- 
lakaua of Zangon Kataf, the people 
of Nigeria, the government.' But he 
was informed he could do that for 
free on Jabir Magori, which Waziri 
described aa "a public enlightenment 
programme on social issues that 
touch directly on the lives of talaka- 
WOS."

By Tawey Zakka in Kaduna

Citizen, March 30,1992

tie*. Waziri was definitely disap- 
pointingthoughthecammisaion did 
not say it in many words. First, he 
said he was not the person who 
presented die programme that day. 
Thepresenterwason leave and could 
not be reached.

Second, the tape he brought 
was not the original, but a “copy", 
recorded by a "a lie tener". The origi­
nal tape was wiped. Police counsel, 
Mr. Daudu wanted to know whether 
it was usual to wipe tapes after 
"seven days." Waziri said it was not 
but the Danbala interview was not 
in the category of "important tapes" 
that needed to be kept longer than 
seven days.

Even so, the "copy", which 
Waziri confirmed was a true record­
ing of what was aired on February 3, 
was incomplete. It began and ended 
with the Dainbala interview slot. The 
quality of the recording was poor. 
Said Justice Cudjoe: "The recording 
is blurred and unclear." All the same 
it was admitted 'as having been 
played."

Cudjoe: urges media to be fair 

anyone guilty of an offence." It 
^°uld submit its findings to the

14
-.. = . J-.1.1.

story. Editor Abul-Hassan did a* he 
was told.

Chairman: Is it what the memo 
saU?

Editor: As I arid earlier, tre re­
lied on the content of the memo.

Chairman: But your story did 
not mention the memo. Is a report one 
and the same thing as report?

Editor: In Hansa we refer to 
both as report.

At fhis point, Yahaya 
Mahmood, counsel for the Hausa 
community stood up to say "some­
thing as a friend of the court (com­
mission)." But the chairman stopped 
him short, saying: "We have started 
ruling already. We don't want to 
drag this issue on and on. It's a very 
simple issue."

A simple issue maybe, but it 
took the commission about 20 min­
utes to rule on it. When it came, it 
dealt a blow to the reputation of 
Gaskiya as a newspaper which tells 
the truth. Said Justice Cudjoe: "We 
have clearly considered the submis- 
sionofMr.Dauduandthe explana­
tion of the editor, all in the light of 
the police memo. We are of the con­
sidered viewand noted thatnowhere 
in the police testimony and memo 
was it said that the chairman (of 
Zangon Kataf Local Government) 
caused the riot." She said that the 
third line of page 2 and paragraph 5 
(a) of page 4 of the police memo, 
which Gaskiya drew on for its story, 
merely said that the chairman made 
the market a campaign promise and 
the local government*s intention to 
transfer toe market to a new site.

^-^aid Justice Cudjoe: "Local 
vS'-x governmentcouncil is not the 
L~~Tz same as chairman and an in­
tention tomove the marketisnot the 
same as causing a riot. Similarly, 
makingacampaign premise doesn't 
amount to causing a riot." There­
fore, toe commission considers the 

= Gaskiya publication "erroneous and 
misrepresentation of the police 
memo and toe testimony of its wit­
nesses."

What "saved the day" for the 
newspaper'seditorandreporterwas

their apology, which the cominu- 
rion considered a sufficient mitigat- 
ing factor. They were merely 
'strongly cautioned" to be more 
accurate in reportingprcosedingoof 
toe commission, specially what 
memos and witnesses cay. Justice 
Cudjoe eaid toe commission "is a 
faa finding inquiry", not ret up to

A simple issue maybe, but it took the 
commission about 20 minutes to rule on it 

it came, it dealt a stinging blow to the 
reputation of Gaskiya as anewspaper which 
gMietruth,
fore^-v 0111 °f ^dima State. There- 
man "J2 Wr°ng'' *e chair- 
that 'anvte7 newsPaPer to S1W 
Zanem/v0^ raused toe riot (in 
mission evenbeforetoecom-
She amL . sub»itted its report." 
1®stratoral<!d fcr “““deration and 
balance M WeU 03 'aomrate and 
sion's WorkPOrtiriS” “fthecommis-

48 "diKharge’ *e 
ProdnL ,eporter- Musa Waziri, 
pro4^°fFRCNKaduna'sfreture 
to^^'^Msgomwascalled 
Danb^^^ew with Alhaji 
Zangon kJ?,'a ma>or fiSure “the 
Which u../™ market controversy, 
days hJiSau’ed 011 February 3, three 

------ bostili-
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Imo airport

Difficult dream

dined Imo dtizens, owning an air­
port has for long been a passionate 
but obstinate dream. The non-reali- 
sation of that stubborn dream has 
meant long journeys to the airports 
in Enugu, Calabar or Port Harcourt 
for anyone from the land locked state 
who has a reason to travel by air.

The first concrete move to give 
flesh to the big dream was made by 
Governor Alison Madueke, who on

Oguguo and Entverem: a dream dashed?
certed efforts of the government and 
people of the state had yielded a 
handsome sum of over 22 million 
Naira. The money, however, accom­
plished little as inflation, likea vora­
cious eater, dragged back the hands 
of the dock.

Discouragement started setting 
in. Then came Anthony Emeluwa 
Oguguo, a lawyer and navy com­
mander, who swore to complete the

BO

h rt has gulped 217 million Naira 
and outlived three military’ 

JkLgovemors. The last of the gov­
ernors Commander Anthony 
Oguguo assumed power with a vow 
to see the end to it. Ten days before 
bowing out of office he put up a 
show purportedly malting the com­
pletion of the project. But over three 
months later, the Imo Airport is yet 
to become operational.

The airport, fondly called the 
people's airport, represents a mile­
stone in Nigeria and aviation indus­
try. It remains to date the only air­
port conceived, started and vigor­
ously pursued by one of the states in 
the country. For the business-in-

Three months after it was commissioned, "the 
people's airport" is yet to become operational

June 5, 1986, laid the foundation 
stone of the airport. His successor, 
the bearded Ama di Ikwechegh, took 
over from where he stopped, later 
handing over to Anthony Oguguo, 
the immediate past govsnor cf the 
state.

To raise money for the project, 
several appeals for fund were 
launched at various levels, and Imo 
people, as well as their friends and 
well wishers, donated generously. 
In addition to that, many communi­
ties in the state (including Abia, 
which was excised from theold Imo 
last August 27,) taxed their citizens 
to ensure early completion of work 
on the airport. As at 1990 the con-

project before ending his tenure ■ 
Imo governor. The youthful mil 
tary officer struck gold just befoi 
celebrating his first 100 days in o 
fice when President Ibrahii 
Babangida visited the state in D 
cember 1990 and was swept off h 
feet by the scale of the airport pro 
ect. Shorty after the president's visi 

i the federal government took ovt 
, the airport, with a pledge to get 
; ready as quickly as possible.

With a whopping 182 millio 
, Naira released in two instalment 
i by the federal government, Car 

mander Oguguo laboured despe 
ately to redeem his pledge of com 
pleting theairport before relinquish 
ing power and returning to the bar 
racks. In the second week of Decern 
ba’ last year he announced to th 
overjoyed people cf Imo that he wa 
dead on target as far as the airpor 
project was concerned. The airport 
he disclosed, would be conunis 
sioned later in the month, thus ena 
bling him to hands off po’.vera happj 

d man.
Those who disbelieved the en 

ergetic governor were totally wor 
over on Friday, December 20, wher 

| a plane actually landed at the air 
port.

Three days later tire airport was 
commissioned amidst pomp anc 
pageantry. Genera! Babangida, who 
was flown in from Abuja for ths 
ceremony at 10.04 am., describee 
the commissioning of the airport aa 
"the coming to life cf this gigantic 
project." He noted that "Imo Stats 
has always been known as a state oa 
high-fliers," adding "with the com- 

| ing of this beautiful airport, grea 
J citizens of Imo State can truly fl> 

high to their hearts' delight."
Like many other percons, the 

president expected the airport to gez 
into operation after the commission­
ing ceremony. But ova three mon the 
after the revelry, "the people's air­
port" is still as dormant as it waa 
before December 20,1991.

Chief'Evan Enwerem, Imot 
governor dnee January 2, is anxioua 
to cee the airport put to use. A for­
mer chairman of the airport appeaB

Iki 
wV’ ' J-
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By Samson Ojo

Citizen, March 30,1992

- on 
go a

contractors, the governor has arrived 
atthehuge sum of 110 million Naira 
as what is needed to make the air­
port ready for use. He has assured 
citizens of the state of his commit­
ment 'to seeing that the airport is 
operational within the shortest pos­
sible time.*

But tiie problem is where to get

the money. The state government, 
unable to produce the staggering 
amount, has gone bowl-in-hand to 
tiie federal government, which is yet 
to flash a positive signal. The wait­
ing game goes on. And until the 
money is found 'the people's air­
port* remains a hard nut to crack.

By Isaac Umunna in Enugu
tfivu-NIPOST

Itchy fingers everywhere
Worried by the nefarious activities of its staff, NIPOST 

sets in motion, measures to stem the ugly tide

fund committee, Chief Enwerem 
has paid regular unscheduled visits 
to the airport, which is a few min­
utes' drive fronuthe government 
house, Owerri, since coming to 
power. He has also summoned the 
contractors handling, the project to 

-hisoffice for talks. Prom his visits to 
the airport and discussions with the

hose who know him inti- 
fl mately say he is slow to 
JL anger.Butlastweek,Natha- 

niel Zome, the Nigerian Postal Serv­
ices Department (NIPOST) chief ex­
ecutive appeared to be in a fit of 
anger when he gathered postal 
workers union officers inside the 
miniature conference hall at the 
NIPOST headquarters in Lagos.

The reason for his annoyance 
was the dwindling image of the 
department He lamented that he 
could hardly defend NIPOST staf­
fers on their involvement in mail 
theft. The post-master general dis­
closed that he 'suspects NIPOST 
workers are responsible for the 
department's bad image.’ He an­
nounced a nation-wide reshuffle of 
it's workers adding that 'Our in­
vestigations have disclosed that 
those officials who have spent more 
than three years in a particular place 
were the erne involved in mail pilfer­
ing'

Citizen sources last week re­
vealed that for months the general 
post office at Marina has witnessed 
sporadic incidence of mail pilfering 
by it's workers. Apparently deter­
mined tofish out thebadeggs among 
its work force. Citizen source re­
vealed that nothing less than 200 
NIPOST workers have been dis- _____ r____.„„uun5 m
missed within the last one month, sees it differently. She told Ci&Z 
According to the source, five area last week in her office that the 
postal controllers (APC) have been going reshuffle exercise will °n

Zome furious 
long way in reducing the tendency 
of mail pilfering and fraud in the de­
partment. But will the the measure 
work? No, says NIPOST watchers 
whobelieve that the authority needs 
to do more than merely reshuffling 
its workers to bring back it's bat­
tered image.

Nevertiieless,Mr.A.MusaKuta, 
the Lagos area postal controller told 
Citizen last week that NIPOST is 
combat ready to root out all the bad 
eggs in its fold. According to him 
NIPOST has installed electronic 
gadgets in all its general post offices 
as part of its bid to stop the mail 
theft. Said he: "through our galleries 
and electronic gadgets, we will be 
able to monitor events taking place 
in the mail office, while they will not 
see us." He further explained that 
NIPOST authority has set up an 
investigation branch with it's offi­
cers performing tasks similar to that 
°f the State Security Service (SSS). 
He told Citizen that the NIPOST 
authority has resolved to dismiss 
any of its staff found guilty of mail 
theft.

removed and recalled to the head­
quarters while three others were 
retired in furtheranceofthereshuffle 
exercise. The controllers were those 
in charge of Kaduna, Kano, Plateau, 
Sokoto and Bomo territories.

However, as the Lagos territorial 
headquarters embarked emits direc­
tives last week, business activities in 
most of the post offices visited by 
Citizen were in a state of confusion 
NIPOST supervisors were forced to 
assume the duty of boxing and dis­
patching of letters as all the post- 
mastershadbeen posted outtoother 
stations.

Most of the NIPOST staffers 
who spoke with Citizen argued that 
the management decision will have 
afer reaching implication on 
NIPOST nation wide operations. 
Presently, confusion and fear rein 
supreme in most post offices visited 
by Citizen last week. Hus situation 
prompted Mr. Sola Odanye, a post- 
master with the Ikeja general ™ 
o£fi“'.^criti°setherecentmea^ 
reshuffling the post-masters as he 
expressed feara that postal services 
may sufiera jolt.
many of the supervisors will cope 
witti the recent situation," he told 
Citizen.
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Western House Branch,35 Marina Branch. Niger House Branch.

cashpoint in Lagos and 
i and out conies his money 
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nave enough worries as it is?
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draw money • Firstcash horn Fust Bank It 
doesn t matter what branch he banks with 
all he needs do to collect his money is to 
walk into any c '
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Ahmed: of CBN
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fair."
The trade fair complex already 

is a bee-hive of activities with lots of 
constructionsand renovations going 
on in various pavilions. Obviously, 
artisans are witnessing a boom with 
many of them working at break­
neck speed under the swelteringhcat

I! I

Nwaekeke: promises the best

Citizen, March 30, 1992

Enugu Trade Fair

Sliding to steza
Enugu Chamber of Commerce, Industry, Mines and Agriculture, 
plans big for the forthcoming third Enugu international trade fair

components for all imported indus- j 
trial machineries will be duty free. | 
Buses will be allocated to universi-

Aikhomu: in aid of industry

ties to alleviate transport problems 
I in the campuses. The measures ac- 

ity rate" while spare parts and CKD ' cording to the government were to 
—nj ... . | "enSure that the short term discom- 

----------- -- .411 be duty free, j fort attributed to the change will not 
Buses will be allocated to universi- I create any prolonged hardship".

 | By Tola Sunday

HTlhe countdown to the third I 
1.1 Enuguintemationaltradefair | 

has begun. What with the I 
lant aggressive media and 
Vfnrtrs k.1 • I». t----- - *t - J — £1,—,1 "

| its kind since the inception of the

| Industry, Mines and Agriculture 
| ECCIMA, the organiser of the trade 

fair, is already promising exhibitors 
and the populace the best in trade 
fair east of the Niger.

Incidentally, "the previous fair," 
says, Chris Ogakwu, vice-president, 
ECCIMA and chairman, planning 
and organising committee of the fair, 
"was nearly marred by the Gulf war 
last year”. The aggressive media 
campaign was aimed at boosting the 
confidence of both local and interna­
tional business community and in­
forming them to plan ahead for the

gustus Aikhomu who announced 
these measures at a special press 
conference, also explained that 
"spare parts and CKD components 
for commercial and passenger ve­
hicles imported between now and 
December will attract no duty. 
However, duty on all imported 
vehicles would be calculated accord­
ing to value rather than cubic capac-

28 ---------
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Breather for Nigerians
Federal government cuts import duty of commercial vehicles and 

allows individuals to import drugs and medicaments
pTpJ he federal government last 

H week released a relief pack- 
H age to cushion the hash ef­

fects of the deregulation of foreign 
exchange procurement. A sharp fall 
in the value of the Naira had at­
tended the new foreign exchange 
policy announced by the Central 
Bank earlier in the month. Conse­
quently, there was high inflatton 
with prices of basic goods rising 
within days of the reform. Expect­
edly, Nigerians, particularly, the 
middle class, who are the most hit 
by the effect of the reform have been 
outspoken about their plight under 
the new forex regime.

Last week, government, re­
sponding to the people's discomfort 
took measures to reduce the pains of 
the adjustment by announcing a 
drastic import tariff reduction on 
transport and health. With effect 
from April 1, there would be 80 per 
cent duty rebate on imported cars 
and reduction of duty on fully-built 
commercial vehicles num 15 to five 
per cent. ™^"di-als are now attendant aggressive media and 
allowed mp use drugs promotion blitz described as first of 
outsidet ° ® lst I ‘is kind since the inception of the

The vice president, AdmtrdAu. I fair. Enugu Chamber of Commerce, 
r "" ~l Inrluci-Ti, __ j a___ •__ _____
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Adckambi

on

prTsj he University of 
Lagos is to set up 

M a business devel­
opment centre to among 
other things provide as­
sistance for the success­
ful take-off of small and 
medium scale enterprise 
(SME).

The vice-chancellor 
of the University, Profes­
sor Nurudeen Alao, an­
nounced this at the open­
ing of the third bi-annual 
conference of the univer­
sity's faculty of business

"Effort at attracting foreign partici­
pation isyielding fruithandsomely." 

According to him, "There are 
strong indications that companies 
from Asia will participate fully in 
the forth coming fair."

Certainly, it wouldn't be all 
business at the fair as a number of 
other activities have been lined up. 
Part of them are seminars and a 
beauty pageant both of which are 
expected to add colour to the fair.

By Tony Oko in Enugu

management of the com­
pany's first business unit, 
the 55 million Naira cereal 
conversion plant (CCP).

As controller, indus­
trial materials unit, 
Adekambi will oversee the 
cereal conversion plant, 
the can factory and the Jos 
tomato factory of the com­
pany.

He joined Cadbury 
Nigeria in 1983 and has 
since served variously as 
assistantaccountant, inter­
nal auditor, company 
treasurer, senior financial 
accounts and business 
manager (CCP).

An economist and a 
chartered accountant, he 
is married with children.

zine.
A product of Univer­

sity of Nigeria Nsukka, he 
has worked in various 
media organisations in the 
country as reporter, fea­
tures writer, staff writer 
and productionco-ordina­
tor.

I’jpi he Technical 
j Committee on 

Privatisation and 
Commercialisation 
(TCPC) will on Tuesday 
7th, April hold a national 
workshop on "the essen­
tials of commercialisation 
of public enterprises.”

The workshop, which 
will take place at National 
Assembly complex — 
House of Representatives 
chambers, Tafa wa Balewa 
square Lagos, will be offi­
cially opened by the vice 
president. Admiral Au­
gustus Aikhomu.

It will deliberate

to meet the deadline given to them 
by would-be exhibitors.

Some exhibitors have started 
shipping some furniture and other 
valuable that will aid them through­
out the duration of the fair. Asked 
how much he has spent so far to 
erect a stand, one of the would-be 
participants exclaimed, "It is too 
early to start counting costs." But 
exhibitors" says Mr. Ogakwu are 
being assisted to build the stands 
and itis regarded asagood logistic".

Incentives have already been

New ©©ntroitef for Cadbury
adbury Nigeria Pic 
has announced the 
elevation of Mr. 

Samuel Olukayode 
Adekambi to the post of 
controller, industrial ma­
terial Unit.

Adekambi, 35, last 
year won the company's 
prestigious award for ex­
cellence for consistenthigh 
quality performance par­
ticularly for the successful

iCPC hosts national workshop 
theessential features of the 
commercialisation pro­
gramme, prioritisation of 
its implementation and 
other relevant issues.

Speakers will include 
Dr. Hamza Zayyad, chair­
man TCPC, Mr. George 
Akamiokhor, director 
general, Securities and Ex­
change Commission and 
member TCPC, Mr. Ber­
nard Verr, director gen­
eral, TCPC and Dr. 
Shamsudden Usman, ex­
ecutive director (Interna­
tional Banking) United 
Bank for Africa Pic

provided for participants. Some of 
them are in the areas of adequate 
security network, constant water 
supply and electricity throughout 
the duration of the fair, scheduled 
for April 2 to 11. The chamber is, 
however, cracking its brain on what 
to do about the unfavourable turn­
ing of the fair which falls within the 
rainy season of April. Previously, it 
has been faced with the teething 
problem of attracting the foreign 
business community but now, says 
Sam Nwaekeke, trade fair manager,

-

Business centre for Unilag 
administration.

He stressed that un­
der the current economic 
situation in the country, 
students of business ad­
ministration and social 
sciences would be exposed 
to courses on entrepre­
neurship in the final year 
of their degree pro­
grammes, adding that the 
facul ty of business admini­
stration is working hard 
to get the new centre off 
the ground.

Adiorh© joins NNSL
TA ATr' J050?*1 Adi- 
I\ / or'1° ^as jomed 

X V -S-theNigerianNa­
tional Shipping Line 
(NNSL) as assistant chief 
information officer.

Mr. Adiorho, 32, was 
until his appointment a 
staff writer on the Busi­
ness Desk of TELL maga-
Citizen, March 30,1992
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Tripoli gains respite in the war of nerves against West- 1
I

The Cairo resolution, said to 
be greatly watered down by Egypt 
and other Arab members of the

as saying after the meeting that UN dais were said to ha vebeen enS“&~ 
Secretary-GeneralBoutrcsGhalihad in a heated debate. A Libyan oifimal 
hinted that Libya might agree to accused Washington and Lonaonot 
hand over thn T i___v- _ __u___ his country to

utith agency reports 
Citizen, March 30,1992

ibya's strongman
11 Muamar Caddaf

\vouldbuddeunderthetremendous | American-led coalition against Iraq I

Council to hold fire until the Inter- I
in the Gulf crisis, urged the Security | c - - -
nationalCourtofJusticeattheHague 1 
rules in the case brought by Libya. 
Its first session opened on March 26, I 
and a verdict is not expected for 
sometime.LeagueSecretary-General 
Esmat Abdel-Maguid, speaking 

he resolution. «a»A, are
I not seeking confrontation. We want 

a solution satisfactory to the parties 
involved." ••

30

[AFRICA;

------o—1 “J "‘Y*vv.v»ns He asked for uuw.. -u “,ndltopostp°nea 1 then deliver them over for trial in I accused Lioymi ■ m■.Se®ri|y»® .^tubraif 1 *- r..r™ —. , —
the two men be turned over directly I against Libya.'D„^.n{ 
to the UN was said to have col- I said Libya

i lapsed. Last weekend it looted as if I out of its obligeo 
I Tripoli was going to hand over the I 
I two intelligence officers. I
I That prompted the Ameri- I 
I cans, British and French to say they I 
I were prepared to delay for "a short I 
I time" moves to impose sanctions I 
I against Libya and the Arab League 1 
I to dispatch a delegation to confirm I 
I thereport.Intheevent.thecfferdid I 
I not materialise. The League delega- I 
I tion returning from Tripoli during I 
I the week reported that there ted I 
I been no agreement on the handing 
I over of the two Libyans.

Dr. Abdel-Maguid was 
I quoted as saying, however, that 

discussions were continuing. Lib- yfjsancti®’6'‘“‘'^jt, at least, the yanforeignministerAl-Besharicon- 
jhould be happy ■ t half way. | tinnedit.sayingthatacommitteeof
foreign minis'^----- _------- 2----- -

ME
Gaddafi: gaining respect 

seven foreign ministers and 
secretary-general has been se up 
discuss ways to end the crisis-

Tripoli, it seems, ispinnmg i 
hope on the action it initiated at the 
Hague. But Washington, London 
and Paris have said there is no co - 
nection between the case bci°re 
intemationalccurtandtheirdenand 
for the extradition of the Libyans 
accused of 1988Lockerbicbombmg. 
They sai d they would not abide by I 
ruling entered in Libya's favour. 

At the court’s first session on
Arab diplomats were quoted I March 23, Libyan and Britisl c. > 1 

saying after the meeting that UN dalsweresaidtohavebeen engage, 1 
Secretory-GeneralBoutrcsGhalihad in aheateddebate.ALibyanoiiia 
hinted that Libya might agree to i accused Washington and Lonoon I
tend over the Lockerbie bombing using threats against his couf'try I 
suspects to the league, which would try to force it to turn over the tv/ 
then deliver them mw fnr I .--j t Hp asked for an 

use of force I 
cn its part/ I 

said Libya was "trying to wriggle 
- r X— — t—11 |4 rx w C I__ ____ 1U> I

Meanwhile, it is understood 
that Britain and the United 
aware that Tripoli is not going to 
turn over the accused men, have 
derided that they would put Licit 
act together by this Friday. Accor - 

I ing to a report, they wiB not only be 
pressing for the release of the Liby­
ans for trial but also Libya's comph- 
ance with other aspects of a Security 
Council resolution passed last Janu­
ary. It demanded access to the ac 
cased by a French judge/ compenua 
tion by Tripoli for victims of the 
Lockerbie bombing and that it se­
vere its links with international ter­
rorism. „ ,.

ByTawey Zakka

Libya 
Loos©ning th© noos©

....... ...

em adversaries
TT ibya's strongman Colonel 

11 Muamar Gaddafi before 
JL^Mareh 23, looked like he 

WOUlULUv—_________’ ‘ J------

pressure being put on him by the I 
United States, Britain and France to 
turn over two Libyans accused of 
bombing an American airliner over 
Lockerbie, Scotland in 1988. Over 
500 people were killed.

Just when it mattered most, 
the Arab League, grouping 21 Arab 
states, some sympathetic to Libya I -.6u,u,and others not too sympathetic, of- t>Out . ^solution, said, 
fered Gaddafi a respite and a way to I notsaA£ineconfrnnh<H<-m 1 

delay the tightening of the noose. 
An emergency meeting of the 
league'sforeignministersatitsCairo 
headquarters on March 23, chaired 
by Libyan foreign minister Ibrahim 
Mohammed Al-Beshari, adopted a 
resolution urging the United Na­
tions Security Council to postpc--- debate on sanctions against Libya if “““ver tnem over for tril­it fails to deliver up the two men. .. ”anci- An earlier proon^i nJ" accused Libyans, ne a

China, one of the five penna- e two me;i be tumen | ^junction to stop any
nentmembersoftheSecurityCoun- " ’a—. Britain,

dl, significantly, said that it did not 
approve of sanctions. The flourish 
of diplomatic  moves has come in the 
wake of a draft resolution by Wash­
ington, London and Paris, urging a ban on air links and aims deals with I 
Libya and a reduction of its diplo­
matic staff abroad. The Security 
Council is expected to vote scon on 
the draft.In Cairo last week, Gaddafi 
appeared to have pulled off a 
diplomatic coup lie maiire. Though 
the Arab League's resolution fell 
short of adopting a Libyan draft 
which said Arab states would reject 
UN sanctions, Tripoli,observerssay,

• -<v that, at least, the
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Dr. Fofona: of NDP 

politicians who have destroyed our 
economy and for that reason alone 
people are looking forward to work­
ing with us. All other parties have 
been associated with the APC for the 
past 20 years and have all contrib­
uted in the destruction of our econ­
omy.
Citizen: What is your impression of 
President Momoh's seven years rule? 
Fofona : There is no area of com­
mendation for the current regime. 
They are corrupt, incompetent, 
greedy and very unpatriotic. They 
are not working in the interest of 
Sierra Leone.
Citizen: How do you assess your

to back the government's claim that 
it is spending one billion leones 
monthly to fight the war. We can't 
see how that much is spent when 
soldiers are complaining of hunger 
and lack of basic equipments.
Citizen: In what way is the NDP 
different from other parties regis­
tered for the coming elections in 
Sierra Leone?
Fofona : Ours is the most popular 
party in Sierra Leone. It is a party 
that cuts across tribal, sectional lines, 
sex and occupation. It is the only 
party without the old discredited

party's stand in the coming general 
elections?
Fofona: In a fight you must not 
underestimate your opponent. But 
independent observation suggests 
that we are doing well and the aspi­
ration of Sierra LeoneansisthatNDP 
is the party of a new people, a party 
that will bring new direction. Sierra 
Leoneans are ready for a change.
Citizen: The government recently 
issued arrest warrant on you. What 
is the reason for this? What is your 
response to this development?

Fofona: I learnt from my edi­
tor-in-chief, George Khoryama that 
the New Breed newspaper, which I 
am the proprietor, published on 
January 8, a document about the 
rebel situation in the country. The 
document is a minute of a secret 
meeting held in the office of Inspec­
tor General of Police, Mr. Bambay 
Kamara. Supposedly they discussed 
a lot of items; importantly to delay 
the prosecution of the rebel incur­
sion until the rulingpar tyhasgained 
strong political footing to win re­
election. They know they are not in 
good book of voters, so they are 
trying to create a new image. They 
also discussed about other political 
parties.

My response is simple; I will 
return to Sierra Leone to face the 
music. I have no fear about it. As far 
as I am concerned, Sierra Leone is 
about returning to jungle justice. If a 
newspaper Editor-In-Chief pub­
lishes something, you arrest the 
proprietor of the paper. Are they 
now saying that I should be respon­
sible for all that has been published 
in the paper for the past two months 
I have been away?
__________ By Abu Mommoh

Sierra Leone
The people want change

Dr. Alusine Fofona, 40, chairman of the National Democratic Party, NDP one 
of the opposition parties formed after the abolition of one party rule was in

Kaduna three weeks ago and spoke to Abu Mommoh on 
the situation in Sierra Leone. Excerpts.

itizen: The transition pro­
gramme provides that par­
liamentary elections take

place not later than SO days after 
October 1, 1992. So naturally one 
expects that election time table 
should have been out by now. Why 
hasn't government released the time 
table?
Fofona: The government has given 
the rebel situation as excuse for not 
releasing the timetable for elections. 
That is why Sierra Leoneans today 
are questioning government han­
dling of rebel incursion. It is a fact 
that people are fed up with the APC 
government. The most disturbing 
aspect is that many people in Free­
town today feel that thegovemment 
is exploiting the war for its own po­
litical advantage.
Citizen: What io the extent of de­
struction in Sierra Leone since the 
rebels struck last March? And how 
true is the Libyan connection?
Fofona: The destruction in Sierra 
Leone is massive. It has taken back 
the country by 20 years in terms of 
economic development, because the 
areas of the country affected, the 
East and the South are the 'bread' 
basket of Sierra Leone. We are wor­
ried that government is prosecuting 
the war in total secrecy. It must open 
the files on the rebel situation for all 
the parties to contribute their ideas. 
This is a war that cannot be won by 
a handful of people. I do not know 
whether or not Libya is behind the 
rebel activities in Sierra Leone. We 
have no such evidence to support 
them. What we know for sure is that 
Charles Taylor is behind it. We also 
know that some Sierra Leoneans led 
by Corporal Foday Sankay are be­
hind the rebels.

We also do not have evidence
Citizen, March 30,1992
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managers.

two men.

hyLa-

WORLD ■
Britain

Labour and Tory both abandon the brass 
tacks and go for the sentimental

possible. This has not happened. 
Labour, too, had expected political 
capital from its “alternative budget,’ 
which sought to slam Tory as the 
party that will suck in more imports 
thereby pushing the economy back 
mtorecession.Said Kinnock:They

The prime minister told them 
what to do. "We have now got 17 
days to safeguard Britain's future", 
he said. A day before the news con­
ference, he had called on his prede­
cessor, Thatcher to bolster a floun­
dering Conservatives campaign. 
One report said that her appearance 
with Major on the same platform, re­
leased the “loose canon," which 
roused enthusiasm. By week's end, 
the Conservative party had shot its 
vray to the top of the polls.

The Harris poll published in 
the Daily Express put the Conserva­
tives at 43% and Labour at 38%, a 
clear 5 points advantage. It was at 
this point last week that the two 
parties dropped all scruples and 
went for the jugular of the other. 
Labour caused a big row with a 
broadcast which was intended to 
show up the Conservative govern­
ment's neglect of the national health 
system.

The broadcast aired on Wed- 
nesday March 25 contrasted the cases 
of two school girls with a similar 
health problem — an ear infection. 
One suffered a year of pain and 
deafness waiting out her turn at a 
public hospital because her parents 
could not afford the cost of a private 
clinic. The other was operated 
"within days" because her parents 
could pay.

The Conservatives fumed 
over what they saw as an ungen tie- 
manly below-the-belt blow.Butthey 
were not any more gentlemanly 
when a Tory minister "advised" the 
physician whohandled the first girl's 
case to give her name to a newspa­
per which published it. This was a 
clear breach of confidentiality but 
the minister said he saw nothing 
wrong in that.

To quote Raven again, the two 
partiesare "likeNature itself—hav­
ing few liberal sentiments and no 
moral ones." The British voters, 
though, will not "find this singu­
larly refreshing."

Tawey Zakka with 
agency reports

Citizen, March 30,1992

Major, tough time

(the Conservatives) are digging a 
deeper hole and leaving Labour to 
dean up the mess." On the other 
hand, Labour plans to raise income 
tax for therich to pay for investment 
and improved services.

For a while Labour seemed to 
have scored quite well with its alter­
native budget. Two weeks into the 
campaign, four in five opinion polls 
gave them, on the average, two 
advantage points. But then the Con­
servatives soon were ableto run rings 
round Labour's campaign promises. 
Mr. Major at a news conference on 
Monday March 23, threw abig scare 
into middle-income camera whom 
he said would he squeezed 1 , 
hour through increased taxation.

TTJ) ritish politicians, in an era 
I nS when there is no telling be- 

tween the two major parties, 
the ruling Conservatives and oppo­
sition Labour Party, are behaving 
like the Edwins and Canteloupes in 
the novelist Simon Raven’s Friends 
in lowly places.

The April 9 general elections, 
observers are predicting, will be the 
dosestever fought between the two 
main parties in many decades. Their 
reason is that there has been an in­
creasingly blurring of the ideologi­
cal divide between Labour and the 
Conservatives. The Labour Party, 
beaten in three consecutive elections, 
has, under its present leader Neil 
Kinnock, shed its image as party of 
the left and inched nearer the ideo­
logical centre.

Both Kinnock and incumbent 
Prim e minister John Major, who took 
over from Margaret Thatcher in 
November 1990, are presenting 
jhemselves as "efficient and trusty 
managers." In terms of principles, 
this means that the electorate does 
not have an easy choice between the 

As Hugo Young, biogra- 
pherofMargaretThatcher,observes, 

I victory will go the way of the one 
who knows "how his juices move, 

I indudinghowhehandlesimpudent 
I scrutiny of the trivia of his life."

To be sure, personal attacks 
have not surfaced yet but the brass 

' tacks of the campaign have surely 
been abandoned far easy, vote catch­
ing emo liviam.Prime Minister Major delayed 
announcing his budget until when 
he was ready to call an election. He 
had hoped to gain politically by 
bringing the two events as dose as
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The ruling Socialist Party suffers a 
set back in regional elections

funds
Urba-

Altlioughgovemmentputup 
spirited defence saying that Presi­
dent Mitterrand was not involved in 
under hand deals directly and indi­
rectly, not many French men were 
convinced of the government's in­
corruptibility, and last week they 
showed their displeasure voting 
against the codalisto.

The appointment of Ms. Ed­
ith Cresson as premier last May lias 
not helped matters. An avowed

The result of the elections, the Social- 
ist worst score in nearly 25 years, how­
ever, did not come as a surprise.. Opinion 
polls before the election had predicted a 
low voter turn out of 50 per cent and a de­
feat for President Francoise Mitterrand's 
Socialist Party

■I

election had predicted a low voter 
turn out of 50 per cent and a defeat 
for President Francoise Mitterrand's 
Socialist Party, it is suspected that 
voters punished the Socialist Party 
not only for high unemployment 
put at 10 per cent, and the sluggish 
economy but also for perceived cor­
ruption resulting inreoentcampaign 
fund scandal. President Mitterand'o 
government came under earthing 
attack two years ago for allegedly

socialist and strong supporter of 
President Mitterrand, Ms. Cresson 
ten month old unpopular govern­
ment has alienated many of the so­
cialist sympathisers —more so that 
her economic policies have failed to 
curb the twin problem of unemploy- 
ment and inflation.

Expectedly,party hawks have 
blamed, their defeat on the premier 
and have asked her to resign. Ms. 
Cresson has however countered the 
suggestion insisting that the result 
of last week's regional elections had 
not undermined the legitimacy erf 
her government. But as the general 
election is only months away, many 
believe that President Mitterrand 
may come under severe pressure to 
make cabinet changes and possibly 
sack Mo. Cresson. Yet, a new prime 
minister at this time may be unwise. 
Perhaps, the vote lost week reflected 
boredom with President Mitterrand 
who many believe has been in office 
for too long.

President Mitterrand was 
elected for the first time in 1981 and 
immedia tely nationalised the major 
industrial concerns. Before his re­
daction in 1983, Mitterrand re- 
vercad most cf his economic policies 
giving way to market reforms.

Dy Aba Maaimoh 
with gggicy report!

receiving 
100,000 French 
francs as cam­
paign 
from 
Graeco,a private j 
company. The 
scam known as 
faussesfacturesor 
phoney invoices 
came into the 
open following Mitterand: seibrick for Socielist Party
the publication of dismissed Police 
Inspector An tonine Gaudino's book 
Impossible Inquiry. Mr. Gaudino 
claimed to have found evidence of 
the sum of 22 million French franc or 
$5 million of 'dirty1 money raised by 
corruptpractices  whichhelped Presi­
dent Mitterrand's 1983 campaign.

h —\|car the ruling Socialist
Lp Party's defeat in France's 

J P general election is probably 
stronger now than atany other time. 
A clear indication came when at the 
Sunday March 22,regional elections, 
the Socialist Party came a distance 
third, winning only 18 per cent of 
the votes behind the opposition Con­
servative Alliance and the extreme 
right Na tional Party with 33 per cen t 
and 14 per cent respectively. Even 
the Ecologist with only 14 per cent 
was propelled into the political scene 
establishing them as party to beat 
for the control of many regions.

The result of the elections, the 
Socialist worst score in nearly 25 
years, however, did not come as a 
surprise. Opinion polls before the
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Labour and Tory both abandon the brass 
tacks and go for the sentimental

possible. This has not happened. 
Labour, too, had expected political 
capital from its "alternativebudget,' 
which sought to slam Tory as the 
party that will suck in more imports, 
thereby pushing the economy back 
into recession. Said Kinnock: They

i fT) ritish politicians, in an era 
w'len tf’ere *B n0 telling be- 

2—™ tween the two major parties, 
the ruling Conservatives and oppo­
sition Labour Party, are behaving 
like the Edwins and Canteloupes in 
the novelist Simon Raven's Friends 
in lowly places.

The April 9 general elections, 
observers are predicting, will be the 
closest ever foughtbetweenthetwo 
main parties in many decades. Their 
reason is that there has been an in­
creasingly blurring of the ideologi­
cal divide between Labour and the 
Conservatives. The Labour Party, 
beaten in threeconsecutiveelections, 
has, under its present leader Neil 
Kinnock, shed its image as party of 
the left and inched nearer the ideo­
logical centre.

Both Kinnock and incumbent 
Primeminister John Major, whotook 
over from Margaret Thatcher in 
November 1990, are presenting 
(hemselves as "efficient and trusty 
managers." In terms of principles, 
this means that the electorate does 
not have an easy choice between the 
two men. As Hugo Young, biogra­
pher of Margaret Thatcher, observes, 
victory will go the way of the one 
who knows "how his juices move, 
including howhehan dies impudent 
scrutiny of the trivia of his life."

To be sure, personal attacks 
have not surfaced yet but the brass 
tacks of the campaign have surely 
been abandoned for easy, vote catch­
ing emotivism.

Prime Minister Major delayed 
announcing his budget until when 
be was ready to call an election. He 
bad hoped to gain politically by 
bringing the two events as close as

The prime minister told them 
what to do. "We have now got 17 
days to safeguard Britain's future", 
he said. A day before the news con­
ference, he had called on his prede­
cessor, Thatcher to bolster a floun­
dering Conservatives campaign. 
One report said that her appearance 
with Ma jor on the same platform, re­
leased the "loose canon," which 
roused enthusiasm. By week's end, 
the Conservative party had shot its 
way to the top of the polls.

The Harris poll published in 
the Daily Express put the Conserva­
tives at 43% and Labour at 38%, a 
clear 5 points advantage. It was at 
this point last week that the two 
parties dropped all scruples and 
went for the jugular of the other. 
Labour caused a big row with a 
broadcast which was intended to 
show up the Conservative govern­
ment's neglect of the national health 
system.

The broadcast aired on Wed- 
nesday March 25 contrasted thecases 
of two school girls with a similar 
health problem — an ear infection. 
One suffered a year of pain and 
deafness waiting out her turn at a 
public hospital because her parents 
could not afford the cost of a private 
clinic. The other was operated 
"within days" because her parents 
could pay.

The Conservatives fumed 
over what they saw as an ungen tle- 
manlybelow-the-belt blow.Butthey 
were not any more gentlemanly 
when a Tory minister "advised" the 
physician who handled the first girl's 
case to give her name to a newspa­
per which published it. This was a 
clear breach of confidentiality but 
the minister said he saw nothing 
wrong in that.

To quote Raven again, the two 
parties are "like Nature itself—hav­
ing few liberal sentiments and no 
moral ones." The British voters, 
though, will not "find this singu­
larly refreshing."

Tawey Zakka with 
agency reports

Citizen, March 30,1992

Major: tough time

(the Conservatives) are diggin, . 
deeper hole and leaving Ub^to 
dean up the mess." On the other 
hand, Labour plans to raise income

^topayfOT^tment 
and improved services

ForawhUelabourseemedto 
^^‘l^UwithitsX^ 
native budget. Two weeks into ft. 
campmgn^ourmfiveopinionpo^ 
gave them, on the average 
advantage points. But then the 
sarvativessoon wereabletnr^

Mr. Major at a news ccnfL—'/363' 
Monday March 23, threwabiv^L01' 
into middle-income earnere^rt^! 
he said would he squeezed bv I? 
bour through increased taxation
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The ruling Socialist Party suffers a 
set back in regional elections

election had predicted a low voter 
turnout of 50 per cent and a defeat 
far President FrancoiseMitterrand's 
Socialist Party. It is suspected that 
voters punished the Socialist Party 
not only for high unemployment 
put at 10 per cant, and the sluggish 
economy but also for perceived cor­
ruption resulting in reoentcampaign 
fund scandal. PresidaitMitterrand's 
government came under scathing 
attack two years ago for allegedly

ear of the ruling Socialist 
Party's defeat in France's 
general election is probably 

stronger now than atany other time. 
A clear indication came when at the 
SundayMarch 22, regional elections, 
the Socialist Party came a distance 
third, winning only 18 per cent of 
thevotes behind theopposition Con­
servative Alliance and the extreme 
right National Party with 33 per cen t 
and 14 per cent respectively. Even 
the Ecologist with only 14 per cent 
waspropelled into the political scene 
establishing them as party to beat 
for the control of many regions.

Theresultof theelections, the 
Socialist worst score in nearly 25 
years, however, did not come as a 
surprise. Opinion polls before the

Al though govemmentputup 
spirited defence saying that Presi- 
dent Mitterrand was not involved in 
underhand deals directly and indi­
rectly, not many French men were 
convinced of the government's in­
corruptibility, and last week they 
showed their displeasure voting 
against the socialists.

lire appointment of Ma. Ed­
ith Cresson as premier last May has 
not helped matters. An avowed

The result of the elections, the Social­
ist worst score in nearly 25 years, how­
ever, did not come as a surprise. Opinion 
polls before the election had predicted a 
low voter turn out of 50 per cent and a de­
feat for President Francoise Mitterrand's 
Socialist Party sack Ms. Cresson. Yet, a new prime 

minister at this time may be univise. 
Perhaps, the vote last week reflected 
boredom with President Mitterrand 
who many believe has been in office 
for too long.

President Mitterrand was 
elected for the first time in 1981 and 
immediately nationalised the major 
industrial concerns. Before his re­
election in 1983, Mitterrand re­
versed most of liiocotmcmicpoUdes 
giving way to market reforms.

By Aba Mcsunoh 
with r.gaicj reporta

Mitterand: setback for Socielist Party 
socialist and strong supporter of 
President Mitterrand, Ms. Cresson 
ten month old unpopular govern­
ment lias alienated many of the so­
cialist sympathisers —more so that 
her economic policies have failed to 
curb the twin problem of unemploy­
ment and inflation.

Expectedly,party hawks have 
blamed their defeat on the premier 
and have asked her to resign. Ms. 
Cresson has however countered the 
suggestion insisting that the result 
of last week's regional elections had 
not undermined the legitimacy of 
her government. But as the general 
election is only months away, many 
believe that President Mitterrand 
may come under severe pressure to 
make cabinet changes and possibly 1

phoney invoices 
came into the 
open following 
the publication of dismissed Police 
Inspector An tonine Gaudino's book 
Impossible Inquiry. Mr. Gaudino 
claimed to have found evidence of 
thesumof22 million Frenchfrancor 
$5 million of 'dirty" money raised by 
corruptpracticeswhichhelped Presi­
dent Mitterrand's 1988 campaign.

receiving 
100,000 French 
francs as cam­
paign funds 
from Urba- 
Gracco,a private ' 
company. The 
scam known as 
fnussesfacluresor
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eral Adeyinka Adebayo representing 
the West

So it was not surprising that a few 
days later. Daily Champion said both 
Ukiwe and another retired general, 
David Jemibewon, have "spoken 
forcefully on the need for a southern 
president now". The paper quoted 
Ukiwe as saying, that the "political 
domination of the north" is respon­
sible for all the problems in the coun­
try. Jemibewon, and Air-Commodore 
Dan Suleiman, reportedly spoke in 

i similar vein at the occasion. Only 
1 Ukiwe disowned the report the fol­
lowing day, saying that "while I did 
emphasise that Nigeria needs a com­
petent and experienced president at 
this time, there was no reference at all 
to the geographic origin of the presi­
dent".

However, is Commodore Ukiwe 
a member of the CUU? And should 
unity and understanding be fostered 
among some states in Nigeria to the 
exclusion of others? What will hap­
pen if retired generals from those 
states that are kept out (and there are 
many of them), form their own front 
and began secret meetings with poli­
ticians? Will there be more unity and 
understanding in Nigeria?

Generals are people too, so you 
cannot insulate them from politics. 
Some of them, like Ukiwe, have bitter 
memories from past association with 
power. But then there are two gentle­
men called Buhari and Idiagbon, who 
were also dethroned by colleagues 
(including Ukiwe), but who have kept 
a dignified silence. There is a lot that 
is wrong with Nigeria, and most of it 
was caused by various military re­
gimes, including the present one. 
Danjuma and Ukiwe are national 
leaders who have much to contribute 
in our never-ending search for solu­
tions. It is painful to see some of our 
leading lights, retreating into the 
twilight zone of parochial politics.

■\T*yT7e Hve in times that try 
'wA/ men's souls. The animal is 
y V coming out of the political 

man. Good men, who had reached 
lofty heights, have now crept back 
into the jungle ready to defend their 
"territory". They speak not for all 
creatures, but for their own kind, 
not for what is good for die forest 
but for what will feather their own 
nest.

Not surprisingly, this struggle 
of the fittest is led by die fittest: the 
army of ex-military officers who are 
retired but not tired, who had 
wrested power and tested power, 
and who now seem to have trans­
ferred these predatory skills from 
the barracks to the political arena.

Retired generals were not 
prominent in the Second Republic 
but then there were fewer of them. 
They seem to dominate the politics ‘ 
of the Third Republic. A few brave 
ones have offered themselves for 
election, and while there is genuine 
concern about a serving general 
handing over to a retired colleague, 
let the electorate decide whether 
Generals Olutoye and Yar'adua can 
win an election. Of far greater worry' 
is the activity of senior officers (rtd) 
who play politics as if they are plan­
ning a coup.

The leading clandestine politi­
cian is probably General Theophilus 
Danjuma (rtd). We have it on the

good authority of Mr. Paul Unongo, < 
a presidential aspirant, that the ’ 
Middle-Belt Forum was "formed by 
a group of young people, most of ’ 
them military, who through their 1 
experiences within serving Nigeria ■ 
and government want to aggregate 1 
and advance the cause of what they ; 
perceive as their own political inter- 

Otdw® emd compcsniy
est."

Nothing wrong with that. But j 
as Unongo told the TSM, the prob­
lem is not the Forum but how it 
operates. '"They sat down to ram- 
paign with beautiful girls, in air- 
conditioned places in Makurdi sup­
plied obviously by the wonderful 
candidates they selected. The meet­
ing was over and they started to go.

ou tell me they are the leaders of 
the Middle-Belt. General Danjuma 
is a Jukun, Paul Unongo is Tiv, then 
they are sitting together, Danjuma is 
saying I cannot stand elections. We 
cannot tell our people (i.e. the Tiv 
and Jukun in Wukari) to stop fight­
ing. I feel sorry for Nigeria".

What the general has not suc­
ceeded in doing for the Middle-Belt, 
he is trying to do for Nigeria. Last 
week newspapers reported that 
another forum called "Council for 
Unity and Understanding" (CUU) 
had met in Lagos to screen presiden­
tial aspirants from 22 states of the 
West, East and Middle-Belt. The idea 
said the Tribune is "to pick the most 
outstanding of the lot to face aspi­
rants from the far north. The meet­
ing of the council was held after a 
thanks-giving service to mark the 
74th birthday of Chief Adeniran 
Ogunsanya. All threeof the co-chair­
men were retired generals: Danjuma 
for the Middle-Belt, Commodore 

! Ebitu Ukiwe for the East and Gen-
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PRIVATE EYE1 —

Leave us alone, bo
EjsEjwonev/sitemscaughtmyeye 
pr in the Nigerian Tribune and 
; 1 The Reporta.- both of March

21. One was about Chief Afe Baba- 
lolaadvisnggoveinment',lsuppose' on "how toretrieve our stolen money 
° Swiss banks" and tire other
tout Number Two's threats todeal ^ith profligate presidential aspi- 

^umberTwoisbitterthatsomeof 
the presidential candidates are 
to^TwoXtkedbythe 
. haXm of the aspirants. Adjust- 

I beht <rlasc°s on the tip of his nose 
I m rfhWsS Ikimi-for president cap in

thundered, "it is absolutely pla ' tr the aspirants to act and 
S as if they were independent 

o£*e??p odter'hand. Chief Afe
03 * , Senior Advocate of Ni- 

strongly believes that 
8^a'‘,'atoeve the money, sup- 
NiSTv stashed by Nigerians in 
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nal debt., , Switzerland, worried
^“Xlous and squalid exis- 
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the t Lhalf of third world 
World on wealth had been 
countries '‘ Jjgjjj Suchmonies. 

I plundered if handled
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between pojice Command.
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they submit to "party discipline and 
supremacy", then the government 
just has to be the "moneybag" itself.

As for retrieving Nigeria's money 
from Swiss accounts, Chief Baba- 
Iola, is absolutely right. I would even 
go further to suggest that a presi­
dential task force be set up pronto 
headed by the chief to draw up a list 
of those with Swiss or any ether 
foreign account, but our request for 
repatriation should be forwarded to 
the London, Paris or any of diose 
clubs that screen our money before 
allowing it to trickle down to us. 
That way, the IMF and the World 
Bark cannot accuse us of hiding 
some of our foreign earnings and be 
off our backs.

All these people should leave me 
alone, to to make my posters and 
impostors, stickers and be a political 
thug. I am no "moneybag”, a presi­
dential aspirant or a debt collector. 
Chief Babalola should know that 
neither me nor a lot of the 885 mil­
lion Nigerians signed any loans. 
Eating sand is not new to me.
personally boughtan anti-snake vac­
cine that snatched the Sergeant from 
the fangs of that vile creature.

Shame on you 419ners. The police 
are alert and well equipped. You 
can't see the wards of the hospitals 
for the mountain of drugs stocked in 
them. You are wrong to think that 
the police were sleeping under trees 
for lack of accommodation. It was a 
strategy. In a room, it would have 
been most difficult to have detected 
that 419 snake. You can -turn into 
anything to subvertour police force, 
but it would not succeed!

Number Two. What makes him think 
that Nigerians are anxious to put a 
ten foot pole between themselves 
and the profligacy he talked about? 
It was the government that set the 
ball rolling by declaring a surplus 
when it started off its two parties 
with huge sums of public money. It 
£ proceeded to dole out cars to 

eld its own from the adverse ef­
fects of SAP.

*yhe rest of us loyal citizens are 
“erely obeying the demands of 
“arket forces." Posters, even im- 

Pnstors, have to be printed. Sorne- 
/?., to. b® pai<£ t0 nightly deface 
? .c '’'hidings. Indeed, by spec- 
acutarly engaging in a game of now 
/ u see it, now you 
°/s'hon programme, the govem- 

ent cannot seriously expect the 
n^ey^gS" to att™ voles by 
c_ , 1” hunting a handsome face 

behaviour.
> the same token, the aspirants 
°, 'hbeindependentsincenei-

yn „ 1° shoulder the campaigns of 
dencT^^r^ See!™8 the 
ben/' a candidate can only

JXSgSKfflERS: 
monev ,a'Sovemmenthas setaside 
wi-.y, “'y Nigerian who may 
decreed /ntes; the Primaries or 
only., _ “at our lot should elect 
shaven”??“phunte who are dean- 

—zj£.Number Two insists that 
exn/P *? £t' ’"low else could one 
even Hi ?'S cI,oice of the victim or 
dreda Z^donofthecrimelHun- 
under°b,aVd s -rv‘'-?-work and live

10
fr'.-ine^/' ^'s sneaky criminal is 
°urpol- dedn,ate ths number of 
the str/5 80 ®'al toey cannot have 
Wave of 10 deal with the rising 
that aitns- No doubt about it,

of // °''ty t*le Quick intervention 
------ iLytomissioner of police who
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elebration should bring a 
ray of hops inSo Site life of 
all citizens. But there are 

les&ono to learn from religious fes­
tivals. They are a period of otoclc- 
taldng and season of goodwill to 
all Happy Sallah!

Learn to read, leam to write, 
Learn to live the happiest way; 
For, learning is in your sight, 
Make it in your head stay!

Come forth, too, and shine, 
There is no inhibition in it; 
Come and join the forward line, 
In the classroom to sit.

O! Id El-Fitr
Will I be alive next year
To welcome you with fanfare again?

Shchu El-HaSz

Id El-Fitr
You are the first rain
After drought, and
This is first morsel after fasting 
Consoles our hearts.

Read!
Be a star too, dear' friends, 
A.nd come out of the dark; 
Drag illiteracy to an end 
And make learning your mark.

ID EL-FITR
You are here with us 
Once again, 
A revered visitor 
Uplifting us both 
In spirit and emotion.

And luiow that no one 
Who knows not shall lead; 
So be a star, moon or sun 
And let be taught to read!

God's glory
By the four seasons
By the raging oceans
By the calm lakes
By the cascading waterfall
By toe union of toe birds in flight to
Citizen, March 30,1992

Id El-Fitr
You who bring happiness 
In the wake of sacrifice, 
For the martyred cow 
Has let cherished blood 
To enliven our laughters and souls.

7( tn Bilkisu Yusuf

As the years sped away 
Fading specks of resistance 
withering what is gathered 
As toe years sped away 
like winds winnowing 
time like sand heaped on life

summer realms
By the cattle and the egrets 
By the lamb and the ram 
By the fowls of (lie air 
By all that lives in toe life wild 
By toe snowy mountain passes 
By the cold winter breeze 
By toe winter light 
By the autumn nights 
By the springs dews 
By toe blazing lode star 
By the countless constellations 
By the awful presence of the all see­
ing eye of vision
By the powerful wink of the stars 
By the wild flowers 
By the running geese 
By the teeming populace 
By the birds of paradise 
By the lofty hills 
By the lush valleys 
By toe tallest trees 
By toe fruitful vineyard 
By the fairy orchard 
By the enveloping greenery 
By the peaceful stream
By the lightening flight of the Jinns 
By toe torrential rainfall
By the power of the omniscient, 
omnipotent, omnipresent one 
By whose throne all the great ones 
aspire, I affirm eternal gratitude to 
the wisdom of love, the beauty of the 
unseen and toe unknown, yet made 
manifest are all these in the inner 
most being of humanity that won­
drous beauty which remains un­
known to the multitude manifest is 
it to the glory of the One.

Henry M. Balogun

Great Jieap 
The years sped away 
As the seminal fluid 
Clotted into blood 
gurgling creation 
to emerge struggling 
submissive rebellious

Bubbling with happiness 
The young and the old 
In their perfumed new dresses 
Moved up and about 
In and out
Visiting and feasting 
Laughing and dancing 
All basking in the glory 
Of your sanctity and bliss.

Don't say you are old - - age 
Must not to you be a stoppage. 
Yes, you can start this very day 
Repelling that darkness away!

Ibrahim Sheme

Then is this creation 
gray experience 
that may teach little 
of what life may seek to know

Maikudi Sambo Z.S.Z
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Citizen

A toast to (excellence
Citizen, your favourite weekly beats all comers and runs away with

the hirst Diamond Award for Media Excellence in political reporting

Not only did Citizen win the award •

By Ike Okonta

Citizen, March 30, 1992

"pTt was Citizen's finest hour. As 
l I Kabini Yusuf, executive editor 

JiL(South) stepped out to receive 
the trophy, the hall erupted in ap­
plause. The occasion was the pres­
entation dinner for the First Dia­
mond Award for Media Excellence 
(DAME) instituted by Diamond 
publications Limited, publishers of 
Afedia Rorietu , and the venue was 
the Lagos Sheraton Hotel. The spa­
cious hall was filled with dignitaries 
including Vice President Augustus 
Aikhomu who was the spacial guest 
of honour, Alhaji Hassan Adamu, 
chairman of the Manufacturers As­
sociation of Nigeria, (MAN) and 
Alhaji Alade Odunewu, the famous 
columnist amongst others

The business of the day proper

started after Vice President Aikhomu 
delivered his speech. There were 
awards for eight different catego­
ries; best designed magazine, edito­
rial cartooning, action photography, 
keep fit/health reporting, financial 
reporting, political reporting, in­
formed commentary and reporter of 
the year. According to Mr. Lanre 
Idow’u, editor-in-chief of Media 
Review, the various awards were 
instituted for media professionals as 
the journal's own way of enhancing 
professionalism within the indus­
try. Idowu explained that the eight 
awards were sponsored by Diamond 
Publications Limited (reporter of the

General Yakubu Gown.
Not only did Citizen win the 

award for excellence in political re­
porting, the magazine was, in the 
words of the assessors, "clearly 
ahead of the others". The political 
reporting entries were scored accord­
ing to their level of language, depth 
of coverage and objectivity. Citizen 
passed all the tests and wen the

Cetebrution cf excellence. Kabiru Yusuf executive editor (South) receiving the 
awd from Patrick Dele Cole

award with its cover story of August 
5-12, 1991, Igbos Are Angry. The 
story was scored by the committee 
"as a well-presented,in-depth analy- 
sisof a political issue". Other award 
winners were Mr. Inadmi Spiff of 
Timeswcek who won in the financial 
reporting category for breaking the 
Umunnah Umunnah story, Tdl for 
best designed magazine end Youti 
Ola of the Daily Tima- forbesl-edito- 
rial cartooning. Sam Olusegun of 
Lagos Life won the action photogra­
phy award for his photograph 
Home, Sweet Home Dorothy Boyd 
of Vanguard for health reporting 
while Adebimpe Afunku, who re­
tired from active journalism in Janu­
ary emerged the reporter of the year. 
Dr. Oiatunji Dare of The Guardian 
Editorial beard clinched the prize 
for informed commentary for "his 
ability to explore fresh angles to an 
issue using sarcasm to achieve his 
purpose".

for excellence in political reporting, the 
magazine was, in the words of the as­
sessors, "clearly ahead of the others".

year), Aihaji Hassan Adamu (finan- . 
cial reporting), Alhaji Alade j 
Odunewu (informed commentary), 
David Dale (editorial cartooning), 
Ivory Health Company (health re­
porting), Femi Ogunsanwo (politi­
cal reporting), Pace Publishing 
Company Limited (best designed 
magazine), and and Sunmi Smart- 
Cole (action photography. A panel 
of assessors was assembled to screen 
the entries and they included some 
of the leading lights in journalism, 
commerce and advertising. Leading 
the pack of 17 "wisemen" was Moses 
Ihonde, diplomat and former press 
secretaiy to one time head of state,
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The master dramatist (Cgunde) at his best

By Oji Onoko

A® T S c *Ljm ' "J‘*L*'g,tl" ‘-^-■"'CTaa2H

■r—-t——rri Ajatrraa, his audience 
B went with him, mak­

ing the pictures box 
office hits. Recogni­
tion came by way of 
awards and govern­
ment appointments. 
From the University of 
Lagos and Obafemi 
Awolowo University

ary doctorates of let­
ters; the Ogun State 
government gave him 
an award for excel­
lence in the field of arts 
and in 1986, the fed­
eral government ap­
pointed him consult­
ant and artistic direc­
tor of the nascent Na­
tional Troupe of Nige­
ria. Before now he had 
headed several federal 
government cultural 
delegations abroad.

In January, 1990, the idea of 
starting a foundation in his name 
which would among other things 
give out an annual award to those 
that distinguished themselves in 
theatre struck him. His immediate 
family members wereintimated. Just 
as the modalities were being worked 
out, the theatre patriarch succumbed 
to the cold hands of death in April. 
The mantle fell on his progenitors.

On March 29, 1991, at the Na­
tional Arts Theatre, Lagos, the 
Ogunde Foundation was formally 
launched to the delight of arts lov­
ers. The Ogunde family, showing 
their seriousness of intention, do­
nated the sum of 100,000 Naira, to 
the foundation besides proceeds of 
the Ogunde films exhibited which 
came to 108,000 Naira. At a later

I

Two years after his death, the Hubert Ogunde Foundation 
award for dramatists comes on board

"pTt was one wish he could not see 
I j fulfilled in his lifetime. For 46 

-.flyears he bestrode the Nigerian 
theatre scene like a colossus launch­
ing theatre, which before then was a 
free for all effair, into the commer­
cial market earning in the process 
the sobriequet "father of Ute Nige­
rian theatre." From his earliest play 
The Garden of Eden and the Throne of 
God produced at the Glover Memo­
rial Hall in 1944 toYoruba Ronu 
banned in 1964 for being too "politi­
cal" to Mr. Johnson for which he was 
flown from his sickbed in London to 
participate in 1989, Chief Hubert 
Ogunde throughout his career culti­
vated a large followership. When he 
veered into the film industry in 1979 
churning out in quick succession 
Ahje; Jaiyesimi; Aropin N'tenia and 
Citizen, March 30,1992

launch in Ogun State, 50/500 Naira 
was realised. Oyo and Ondo states 
governments were later to donate 
100/100 Naira each. With other pri­
vate donations, the foundation gar­
nered a total of 512,000 Naira.

And in line with the wishes of 
the theatre grandmaster, the foun­
dation vzould be dishing out its first 
awards to dramatists come May 9, at 
the National Theatre in different 
categories with cash prizes to boost! 
Actor and actress of the year, six 
thousand Naira apiece; dance 
troupe, traditional drumminggroup 
and culturai/theatre arts depart­
ment of the year, 10/500 Naira each 
while television drama series as well 
as stage play of the year are attract­
ing 15/500 Naira each, all coming to 
72/100 Naira.

Isn't this a tall order especially 
as the amount is to be drawn from 
the foundation whose purse is still 
too meagre to sustain the award on 
an annual basis? Replies Olayinka 
Ogunde, co-ordinator of the award: 
"the award ceremony is to act as a 
relaunch of the Ogunde Foundation. 
We didn't have enough time for the 
first launch.

TT tt "ye are now reaching out to 
\\/A/ more people for support" 
V \J Continuing she says, "the 

award is the most visible way to 
make people aware of the founda­
tion. It shows the commitment of 
the foundation to the welfare of 
artistes."

But the annual award is just 
part of activities envisaged for the 
Ogunde Foundation whose secre­
tariat is being planned for Abuja at 
the cost of 20 million Naira. "Even­
tually, we expect the monitoring 
and statistics unit, the arts develop­
ment division, the administrative 
department and the corporate af­
fairs section to be fully functional 
with a complement of highly quali­
fied staff', Olayinka explains.

And just when would this be? 
She smiles. "As soon as the secretar­
iat is ready."

f

Awoiowo university
1! De-Ife, he got honor-

1,
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Barcelona '92

Citizen, March 30, 1992
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boss gave a nod to six sports — 
athletics, boxing, taekwando, judo, 
vzaight lifting and wrestling.

But NCC would not hear of it 
Immediately after Akinyele's pro- 
nouncament, NOC sent delegation 
to the Force Road headquarters of 
NSC in Lagos to persuade (or pres­
surise) Chief Akinyele to change his 
mind and include Table Tennis, 
where our most outstanding star 
A.tanda Musa is rated 95ih in the 
world,handball and swimming, two 
events where our athletes are not 
even rated. The argument of NOC, 
whose members include chairmen 
of the three associations, was that 
Nigeria's failure to enter for events 
it has qualified to represent Africa 
could warrant imposition of certain 
sanction on the affected association 
by the International Olympic Com­
mittee. Surprisingly however, NOC 
was not forthcoming on the specific 
sanction to be imposed on Nigeria, 
and surprisingly too NOC, accord­
ing to Chief Aldnyele has refused to 
make its charter available to it so as 
to verify what the so-called sanc­
tions are.

Not surprisingly the same 
NOC came out in a more combative 
posture sometime last week to tell 
the world that Nigeria has not remit­
ted about 50 per cent of foe money 
required to book accommodation for 
its athletes after the deadline given 
by IOC had dosed.

Closely examined, NOC does 
not seem to take the interest of the 
country into consideration in its 
current campaign of trying to brow­
beat NSC to give in to its wishes. 
Akinyele is dead right by insisting 
that Nigeria should enter for sports 
in whidt our athletes can elevate the 
image of the country, by emerging 
among the Olympic victors. It will 
amount to nothing but ad verse pub- 
lidty and a massive waste of tax 
payers’ money if about 60 athletes 
that are to compete in those three 
events go to Barcelona and flop. A 
seasoned sports administrator who 
happened to be one of fixe members

sports, disclosed that only six sport­
ing events in which Nigeria was 
strong enough to win some medals 
would be taken to die Olympics. 
Akinyele categorically stated that 
three events, swimming, handball 
and table tennis would not be in­
cluded even though Nigeria ha; 
qualified to represent Africa, because 
the country's medal prospects in 
those events are nil Akinyele fur­
ther stated that he took this stand in 
theinterestcfthe country's sporting 
image. The era of jamboree and dis­
graceful outing like in Seoul 1988 
Olympics, he said, was over. And 
based on the recommendation of the 
technical committee on the prepara­
tion for the Olympic Games headed 
by Mr. Jimmy Omagbemi, the NSC

NSC ckaimm, Aldnyelc troft Chima Ugwu
TT t is like playing to tradition die 

i ‘ ‘ current controversy dogging 
I J C Nigeria's preparation for the 

forthcoming July Olympic Games in 
Barcelona, Spain. Hardly has this 
nation prepared for any major inter­
national sports meet without one 
form of disquiet or another. So it is in 
line with our age-long, although 
damaging tradition, to see the Nige­
ria Olympic Committee shadow- 
boxing the National Sports Com­
mission over the brand of athletes or 
the number of sports that Nigeria 
should enter for the Barcelona Olym­
pics.

The storm began when the 
NSC boss. Chief Alex Akinyele, who 
has not hidden his determination to 
wipe off some dirty sides of cur
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By Joe OJajuwon

Olulcoju (discuss thrower), inset NOC's Adejumo

constitution charges it "to ensure, 
through the National Amateur 
Sports Associations in Nigeria, the 
representation of Nigeria by the best 
available competitors in the Olym­
pic games, Commonwealth games, 
All-Africa games and all other inter­
national games ..." There is no evi­
dence to suggest that NOC advised 
those three associationsagainstcom- 
peting for the African zone of the 
Olympicqualifying series sinceNOC 
is well aware that their athletes have 
not yet been groomed to compete ef- 
fectivelyagainstthebestin theworld.

On the issue of tire country's 
failure to meet its financial obliga­
tion for the accommodation of its 
athletes, before IOC deadline, it 
seems NOC has forgotten about 
article 2 section 1 of its constitution 
when it came out to accuse NSC of 
negligence.The portion made it the 
responsibility of NOC "to assist in 
the provision of adequate funds for 
the worthy representation of Nige-

ria in the Olympic, Commonwealth, 
All-Africa and other international 
games, thus enhancing creditable 
performance towards achieving 
world standards and to safeguard 
negligence or irreguiardisbursement 
of such funds". And according to 
NSC boss, the money in NOC ac­
count as shown by its current bal­
ance sheet, is put at over four mil­
lion Naira. It is quite clear who is 
guilty of negligence.

The exigency of the prepara­
tion for the Barcelona Olympics 

'. should have informed NOC to stop 
its current confrontational posture 
to wards NSC. The best thing to do at 
this crucial stage when the world's 
most competitive games are at the 
door step, is for NOC to live up to 
the dictate of a section of its constitu­
tion which demands of it "to co­
operate with the National Sports 
Commission and all national organi­
sations established for the promo­
tion and development of amateur 
sports." The Olympic committee 
should realise that our preparation 
for the coming Olympics started 
very, very late, and the less it consti­
tutes a distraction for NSC, the bet­
ter. It should cooperate with NSC to­
ward s proper grooming and partici­
pation of Nigerian athletes in the 
Barcelona Olympics, and where the 
NOC isnotready to do that it should 
not frustrate the honest intention of 
NSC or try to force its whims on the 
national sports interest

adly, Chief Akinyele who 
, said that only sports with 
1^—2- medal prospect would be en­
tered for Barcelona, seems to have 
given in to NOC pressure and lob­
byists when he announced last week 
that handball, swimming and table 
tennis should be included. '1 am 
fielding all qualified sports not 
because it is my will to do so but I 
have to obey the rules of the IOC", 
the NSC boss was quoted as saying. 
One can only hope that athletes 
competing in the three events will 
prove Akinyele wrong and win 
some medals for the country in Bar­
celona.

ditto confided in Citizen on oon- 
are n°'fanonym'ty that those who 
the <SaiPa'Sn*ng the inclusion of
Pumllree sPorts may be doing so 
time 7 °Ut Of selfish mterest."By the 
titonev°X<alculate th° huSe sunl of 
athlot ®oes *nto coding these

and their officials from the 
£ccam^OI !stof°reiSn toursand their 
Barcgj tn°dation and allowances in 
total s°na' ^?u realise that the 
’>'hatn,Urn be up to ten times 
Mortal T iines IOC or anX intema- 
irnn-,- SPortin8 association may 
”oneOf o? Ni8eria- and I can bet 
any will go near vanning 
NOc _ al for Nigeria," said the 

member.
Nqq jit a’so sounds phoney that 
Vzhen itInaking so much noise now 
itig ’Association has done noth­
in int^I'S?lre Nigeria did not 
L6fresenttlSJra? °f C0mp3ting to 
tile spOr, . *nca m the Olympics in 
■'to'tido ■> h35 no medal prospects.

^-section G of NOC revised 
erb March 30, 1992

■
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DEFINITIONS 
IN HUMOUR 

o

Moderation—Bemoderateineve- 
rything, including moderation.

—Porter 
Peace — When monarchs (or su­
perpowers) through their blood­
thirsty commanders, lay waste a 
country, they dignify their atrocity 
by calling in "Making Peace" (or a 
New World Order).

—Tacitus 
Politics—A strifeof interests mas­
querading as a contest of principles.

—Devil's Dictionary 
Opportunity — A favourable oc­
casion for grasping a disapp°*n*' 
ment.

Humour — Fear not a jest. If one 

replied Senator X, "when enough hann unless you have sore PIa0S\ 
diuaorzwi..ria.«...—,—... . __ Latin proved

Autobiography — An autobiog­
raphy, said a perceptive young S“ 
who may grow into a de^,yt[he 
humourist if she is not careful, is 
history of motor cars.

Business—There are two reas®”’ 
why some people don’t mind f 
business. One is that they h^^y 
any business. The other is that

L21I //’■’visit my friends occasion- 
• • I ally," remarked the book

JLlover, "merely for the pur­
pose of looking over my library."

The speaker — fn ZL,__
Jokes, Toasts and Stories — must 
have struck a responsive chord in 
you, if you are a book lover and a 
book lender. You must be if you can 
toleratedefinitions.WhenIreadthat, 
my mind, like his, wandered all over 
the place, wondering wheremyother 
two copies of 10,000 Jokes were. I 
still haven't visited the friends who 
borrowed them. I hope if they see 
this they will return them or at least 
let me know.

In 1988, when I returned from a 
trin I — -v“'

change?"
"No," replied 

| Senator 
J "But your views, as

you expressed them 
sometime ago?"

"Those were not 
my views. Those were 

J my interviews".

Politician — A man 
who divides his time 
between running for 
office and running for 
cover.
Aspirant—"Some of 
your constituents are 

disagreeing with you," said the 
from 10,000 trusted lieutenant.

u^e1' k“P a tab on them'” *hrows Mlt at you, will receive no
- -------’-r tsiwuKIl

disagree with me to constitute a reli­
able majority, I am going to turn 
round to agree with them."

Alliance — In international poli­
tics, this is the union of two thieves 
who have their hands so deeply 
inserted in each other’s pockets that 
“’ey cannot separately plunder a 
Uurd.

[ trip I had more 200 volum^ ’ I iti u “Y business. The oth
of them difficult to find manvf-, ec^on Ibeonly thing we leam don't have any mind,
natingand a few current non „ 2 * 7W election we lean>ed
bestsellers. When last I checked m noth,n8 fr°m the old. Revolution— At 20i
library there wasn’t even a sinvle Tik can save the world; at truiv-
one of them. Sometimes I badlvwkt. , “"“Amanwhohasbothfeet g>nsto wish he could save part 
tO ffO fhmtirvk .. * P«Ulted firmly in i____r t numealnw.

called a liberal?

flOAMU s

__—
to go through some of them, espe­
cially those on historical revision­
ism, but I have no recollection of Conservative — A conservative 
their whereabouts. is someone who believes nothin"

Please if anyone has finished I should be done for the first tim< 
would be happy to receive it back. If — n
none has yet finished I would be
glad to borrow from whoever can E.r„.v>vc—momanun 
spare. I promise to return it About a trade he has not learned, 
the joke book I have long ago given

DWnnrt- •—1-----up hope.
So you can imagine my happi- 

nesawhenafriendcamewithabrand 
new apy of it for me last week. ' Since then I hardly find time—even 

to break my fast So here you are
Senator—"Haven’tyour opin­

ions on this subject undergone a |

Revolution— At 20 man th’11^^. 
can save the world; at thirty b® jj5 
ffinc 1________1J—• ••••wawao vvuireer O"™ •" "‘JSItlCCUmu JW'-J

planted firmlyintheaircanbesafelv °wnsalary.
called a liberal. y {<Ji,

Divorce — People wouldn’t 
---- ..'~.uclvauve voroed forsuch trivial reasons 

is someone who believes nothing didn’t get married for such “ 
should boa/.—r„ .v-- . .. I reasons. je-

Jmy— Twelve men chosen & 
cide who has the better lawy®

ose>fl* 
-----------------------Ignorance— A policeman ro t 

meanest; yet every one thinks him- Western court to testify a®a*fejier 
sat suffidentlv e— .. prisoner. "Wot’s this here 

charged with?" the mag>slTa 
tnanded. .ice a®'

"Bigotry, judge,"
swered, "He's got three W»v jstI-at®’ 

"Three!" cried the °ia*LJ"tb>fr
"Why, you ignoramus thata 
°try. That’s trigonometry-

Citizen, March 3°'

ie.
—Dane

f^ence-Noman undertakes

, even the

' gently qualifi^^Z 
toudaat of all trades — that of gov­
ernment. 6

Diploma

_______________ Greet proverb
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EFFECTIVE 
COMMUNICATION 
ACCORDING TO

ABGr^W

LAGOS AREA OFFICE: 
FEDERAL PALACE HOTEL 
P.O. BOX 75396 
TELEPHONE 01-612373

At ABG Group, one amaz­
ing thing Is the group's 
high level of technological 
Innovation In electrical and . 
communication equipment 
manufacturing. We are 
striving like no one else to 
meet the nation's growing 
needs through our range of 
quality products: 
ABG Satellite Systems, 
Blaupunkt. Video and Tele­
vision, Security gadgets. 
Car radio, ABG tapes and 
lots more, at affordable 
prices. ABG also guaran­
tees exellence both In good 
quality and service-.

OTHER AREA OFFICES AT:
ABUJA. IBADAN. WARRI. MAIDUGURI. KANO &
PORT HARCOURT
AGENTS AT:
KATSINA. YOLA. JOS. ENUGU. BAUCHI. OWERRI- SOKOTO
& CASH ‘N‘ CARRY DEPT. STORES r.
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make sure it's SOKOTO CEMENT
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The development of SOKOTO CEMENT from 
raw materials to finish product is symmetrically 
ensured to give you topmost quality cement/ 
performance.
Some qualities of SOKOTO CEMENT that attest 
to this age-long commitment:

• Low heat of hydration - which nukes it suitable for massive 
construction jobs i e Bridges, Dams, heavy structural supports

• .Medium setting time - allows transportation of mixed concrete 
to sites.
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CEMENT COMPANY OF 
NORTHERN NIGERIA PLC.
HEAD OFFICE. FACTORY KALAMBAINA ROAD. P.M.B. 2166. SOKOTO NIGERIA 

TEL 1060) 2000U. 231S27 231210.
TELEX rw 73101 SOKCEM NG TLLEXf AX No (060) 234S06

AMA 0F7KXS SA AA.NX HOAD PXS UTS. KADCNA TIL (SAJI 210715 
istflocs, u.cmccLvnu road.pmb i«isa ka.no til <om> 
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.. the shining star of quality

SOKOTO CEMENT
..a commitment 

to progress

Winner of the seal of N1S quality 
(NIS No. 11) 1982-1988 and 1989 'OUffigz. 
Silver Award from the Standard ■
Organisation of Nigeria.
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* Low alkali content • makes it resistant to chern* 
attacks. Best for heavy and marine construction

‘ Highest strength achievable in concrete structure 
Portland Cement

* Dark grey finish texture bestow an appealing uS
* Most competitive market price per 50kgs bag
’ Availability nation-wide
The high quality of SOKOTO CEMENT fro 
affirmed through its numerous aPP^idiri^5' 
the commonest blocks to residential 
dams, bridges, sky-scrappers, etc.

Whenever the job requires real cement.


