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Prof Ali Mazrui (left) with Emir ofKazaure. Alhaji Sajib Hussein Adamu at the 30th anniversary lecture in honour o f late General 
Murtala Muhammed in Kano... yesterday. Pic: Musa Umar Kazaure.

T h e re  m ay  soon  be 
an increase in the tariff 
charged for telephone 

calls in the country as a re­
sult o f  multiple taxes charged 
telecom m unications opera­
tors by government at differ­
ent tiers and their agencies.

T h e  c h a irm an  o f  the  
CDMA Forum, an association 
o f  com panies using CDMA 
telecommunications technol­
ogy in Nigeria and executive 
d irec to r o f  the M ulti-links 
Telecommunications Limited, 
Mr. Ezekiel Fatoye, who gave 
the warning while speaking 
with Daily Trust in Abuja yes­
terday, said telecomm compa­
nies in the country are faced 
with tax challenges from vari­
ous tiers o f  government and 
agencies.

The m ost recent o f  such 
tax, Fatoye said, is the tower 
and mast taxes introduced by 
some state governments and 
the N igerian Civil Aviation

By Hamisu Muhammad.
Business Reporter

Authority (NCAA).
He said  in the  case o f  

Lagos state, already a law was 
passed  but not ye t im p le­
mented which proposed that 
every tower and mast in the 
state should attract N 1500 per j 
metre a year and each dish on 
the tower will attract N60,000 j 
per annun, depending on the 
height o f  the tower.

He said the Lagos state 
governm ent has p ioneered  
such tax, and was followed by 
the NCAA which said that for 
each tow er, the com panies j 
must pay N500,000 per annum.

He said just last week, the j 
Federal Capital Territory Ad­
m inistration intended to im­
pose the sam e charges on 
tow ers and m asts ranging  
between one and three million 
naira per annum.

C ont on Pg. 2

I was approached for 3rd term
I will lesve that for an- Coot on/l r\th#*r r*l5»r*P» ”   ̂>» -R e pH

'o u se  o f  Representa- 
I tives m em ber, Hon. 
LlJche O n y ea g u ch a , 

has disclosed that he was ap­
proached by canvassers to 
support the third term cam­
paign for President Obasanjo.

In an exclusive chat with 
D aily  Trust, H on. 
O n y eag u ch a  re p rese n tin g  

! Owerri federal constituency, 
said he w as also  aw are o f  
other legislators “who have 
been approached and have 
succum bed to the induce­
ments.”

By Emmanuel Bello,
Political Editor 

“ I would like to say that if  
every  o th e r le g is la to r  has 
been denying that he has been 
approached by the third term 
crusaders, you can now go to 
the market, go to the street 
and say you know o f  a legis­
la to r  w ho has b ee n  a p ­
proached.”

The law m aker how ever 
refused to mention names o f 
those whom he alleged ap­
proached him.

Three bodies found 
in Kaduna river

T hree decomposed bod­
ies were yesterday dis­
covered in Kaduna af­

ter being washed ashore by 
the River Kaduna along the 

| W estern bye-pass express­
way.

The bodies were all m uti­
lated with vital parts missing, 
leading to suspicious that the 
d eceased  w ere v ic tim s o f  
ritual killings.

Two o f  the d iscovered  
bodies under the bridge on 

j River Kaduna had their heads 
! severed and w ere in a high 
; state o f  decomposition while

F rom AbdulRaheem Aodu,
Correspondent (Kaduna)

the third body had the eyes 
and other vital organs miss­
ing. It is uncertain where they 
were killed or when they were 
dumped into the river, but eye 
witnesses believe they were 
victims o f  ritual killers and 
might have been dumped into 
th e  r iv e r  b e fo re  b e in g  
washed ashore.

Efforts to speak with the 
divisional police o fficer at 

Cont. on Pg. 2

other day because the battle 
is still a long one.”

He also refused to divulge 
further details o f  how he was 
approached and the amount 
he was offered.

“I was approached to sup­
p o rt th e  th ird  te rm  and  I 
turned it down. That is all I 
can say. I turned it down vig­
orously with all the strength 
and vigour I could muster. 
Details o f  that would be left 
for the battle in Phillipi,” he 
said.

Also, attempts to get Hon. 
O n y e a g u c h a  to  m e n tio n  
nam es o f  o the r leg isla tors 
approached with a similar de­
mand met a brickwall.

“ I am a lawyer and I know 
that confession is only used 
a g a in s t the  m an w ho has 
made the confession. So I’m 
only talking about m yself for 
now.

“I will wait for others who 
have the courage to talk for 
themselves. But quote me, I 
have been approached and I 
turned it down and I know o f 
so many who have been ap­
proached and they accepted.

“ Very c lo se  friends o f  
mine across the length and 
breadth o f  this country who 
have accepted to support it 
from the North-W est, North- 
Central, South-South, North-

East and every other place,” 
he said.

The legislator described 
g ro u p s  such  as N o rth e rn  
M em b ers  F o rum  and  the  
Northern Senators Forum as 
insincere, adding that such 
groups are “peopled by hypo­
crites who say one thing in 
public and do something else

in secret.
Onyeagucha said he can­

not trust state governors not 
to renege on their com m it­
ment to constitutionality.

Similarly, he m entioned 
his lack o f  faith in the public 
hearings on the am endment 
o f  the constitution, stressing 
that it will be a charade and a

waste o f  funds.
“I do not have any faith 

in the public  hearings be­
cause I attended one before 
becoming a legislator.

C ont on Pg. 2

. . . I t ’s i n v i t a t i o n  t o  
v i o l e n c e  - GovKalu
A i

J L \ i

bia state governor, Dr. 
O rji U zor K alu, has 

in te rn a tio n a lised  his 
opposition against President 
Obasanjo’s third term agenda, 
declaring yesterday in Abuja 
that any attempt to amend the 
1999 constitution to provide 
for tenure extension would be 
an invitation to trouble.

He spoke with reporters 
shortly on arrival from  the 
United States where accord­
ing to his D eputy C h ief o f  
Staff, Mr. Chuka Odom, he 
met with Secretary o f  State, 
Ms. Condolezza Rice, Chair­
man and members o f  the Sen­
ate Committee on African Af­
fairs as well as members o f the 
Commonwealth Office in Lon­
don.

He said the 1999 consti-

By Sufuyan Ojeifo,
Special Correspondent

tution should be left the way 
it is until 2007 when a new 
governm ent can begin  the 
process o f  amendment.

“To me there is nothing

wrong with the 1999 consti­
tu tion . A nybody try ing  to 
am end it is just tiying to look 
for trouble because the 1999 
constitution is very clear The 
problem  is w ith the people 
running the constitution.

“The only thing that can 
be am ended in the constitu­
tion is to give the South-East 
one extra state so that every 

Cont. on Pg. 2
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Between 1999 and 2003, 
Senator Ike Nwachukwu was 
in-charge o f  the com m ittee 
that toured the South-East on 
this sam e issue.

He fu rth e r  d ec ried  the 
rush w ith which the M antu 
com m ittee is undertaking the 
co n stitu tio n a l am endm ent, 
maintaining that it was part o f  
the p lan  to  m anipulate  the 
p ro cess  and in tro d u ce  the 
third term  plot.

“The M antu com m ittee 
w as not set up yesterday . 
That com m ittee was set up at 
the inception o f  this A ssem ­
bly in 2003. So, if  they genu­
inely and honestly wanted to 
am end the constitution, they 
could have done that in 2004 
or 2005.

“But because there is a 
hidden agenda in the whole 
project, that is w hy it is com ­
ing up now,” he said.

Kalu ConL fro m  pg. 1

zone will have six states but 
we can leave it till after 2007. 
But we want every tnem ber o f  
this nation to take a political 
note o f  it. This is the kind o f  
issues people are supposed 
to be discussing and not the 
issue o f  tenure.

“O basanjo has done his 
best and he should allow  our 
generation to continue. There 
m ight be policy continuation 
but there has to be hum an- 
to-human transition. 1 am say­
ing that eight years fo r the 
e x e c u tiv e  is o v e r  an d  w e 
should do person-to-person 
t r a n s i t io n .  W h a te v e r  m y 
party likes to do, I w ant to 
assure you there will be hu- 
man-to-hum an transition un­
le ss  th e y  w an t to  c a u se  
trouble because here is not 
Togo; it is not”.

He stated that N igeria’s 
transition in 2007 was very 
crucial to both the'nation and 
the international community, 
s tressing  “ that w ill be our 
turning point. This is why it 
is very essential for every ­
body to be very careful with 
w hat we are going to do be­
cause if  we are not, it may mar 
or m ake the country.

“ I w ant all my colleagues 
and all people w ho love de­
m ocracy to allow this turning 
point fast so that we will be a

dem ocratic country” .
Reacting to a question on 

w hether o r not there is va­
cancy in Aso Rock. Kalu said, 
“Well, what I w ant to do is 
contest an election. There is 
v a c a n c y  b e c a u s e  b y  th a t 
tim e, w e w ould have done 
eight years and it will be time- 
bound and constitu tionally  
limit-bound. Even if any other 
person wants to contest, I will 
put my box there.”

“ It is a m atter o f  choice. 
N igerian people m ust m ake a 
choice. I w ant to assure you 
nobody will rig the election 
again; it will cause a lot o f  
uproar in this country. My 
generation will not take it.

“ It is about generational 
change. We are not going to 
take it any longer that any­
body will come and mortgage 
our future. It will not happen 
again in this country” .

T he decision  o f  g over­
nors to support constitutional 
am endm ent w ith the aim  o f  
pushing through tenure ex ­
tension, he said, will am ount 
to challenging God.

“We have a covenant with 
G od and the people o f  N ige­
ria and we m ust keep to that 
covenant. These people must 
resp ec t the co v en an t w ith 
God and the covenant with 
the people” .

Three bodies ConL from  pg. 1
Rigasa and Kakuri divisional 
police headquarters proved 
abortive.

Kaduna state police com ­
m and public relations officer, 
S a 'ad  Yahaya, was also not 
forthcom ing as he refused to 
pick his calls when Daily Trust 
rang  his m obile  phones to 
seek confirmation.

However, a police detec­
tive, Mr. A folabi A deyem i, 
said the police received a ra­
dio call from the state police 
headquarte rs yesterday  d i­
recting them to visit the scene 
w here the decom posed bod­
ies w ere found.

“W hen we cam e here, we 
saw the two headless bodies 
partially washed on the rock, 
so we moved them out o f  the 
river. They m ust have been 
dead for at least a month con­
sidering the state o f  decom ­
position.

“We also learnt that an­
other fresh body was found 
and removed from the Rigasa 
end o f  the river,” he added.

M ost residents spoken to 
by Daily trust believe this is 
ju s t one out o f  the num erous 
evil acts that are perpetrated 
along that expressroad par­
ticularly between Abuja junc­
tion and Bakin Ruwa.

“ I cam e here to see if  it is 
my brother Sylvester Kantyok 
that was found. He left home 
and boarded a cab from Abuja 
Junction to Kawo since Sun- 

we are yet to 
hitn,” Bab,a,

an  e lderly  m an to ld  Daily 
Trust.

“Yesterday night at about 
9pm, I was on my way from 
N asaraw a to Bakin Ruwa, on 
my return, I found a corpse 
by the side o f  the road. I saw 
some cem ent blocks around 
him  but since it w as late I 
sped off,” Sadiq Abdulmalik, 
a commercial motor-cycle op­
erator at N asaraw a said.

From left: Former M inister o f  Information, Prince Tony Momoh, Chairman H ouse Committee on Media and Publicity. 
Hon. Abike Dabiri and Deputy Chairman, Hon. Abdulazeez King during the training workshop fo r  journalists on positive 
reportage held in Abuja... yesterday. Pic: Felix Onigbmdi

Ban on Hisbah: Kano sues FG 
T I he K ano  sta te g o v ­

e rn m e n t h a s  in s t i ­
tu te d  a  su it a t  th e  

Suprem e C ourt against the 
fed e ra l g o v e rn m e n t c h a l­
lenging the recen t ban o f  the 
Hisbah B oard law  alleged to 
m ain ta in  peace , o rder and 
good  g overnance  in K ano 
state .

The action  is com ing on 
the heels o f  the recent press 
b r ie f in g  b y  the  In sp e c to r  
G eneral o f  Police, Mr. Sun­
d a y  E h in d e ro  w h e re  he 
characterised  the activ ities 
o f  the Bakkasi boys in A bia

Phone ConL from  pg. 1
He said in other countries, 

the call tariffs are less com ­
pared to Nigeria, saying that 
high cost o f  doing business 
coup led  w ith the m u ltip le  
taxes has becom e the primary 
factors that will make N igeri­
ans pay m ore on calls in fu­
ture if  care is not taken.

Fatoye said the fear is that 
every  sta te governm ent o r 
even local governm ents will 
use this opportunity to intro­
duce the sam e taxes in their 
own locality which at the end 
o f  the day, wil 1 become a huge 
burden on the operators.

He said the problem  has 
started m oving to com m unity 
levels, “where in Lagos, some 
area boys have started threat­
ening G lobacom  to pay up to 
N2 million for their mast”

H e sa id  the  o p e ra to rs  
have since  p resen ted  the ir 
case to governm ent for pos­
sible intervention in order to 
curtail the Situation.

He' said in order to stop  
th'e problem , tl sere must be a

o n e -s to p  p o lic y  th a t w ill 
categorise clearly that for you 
to do business here, no one 
must ask you to pay anything.

It would be recalled that 
early  last year, the federal 
governm ent challenged the 
Lagos state governm ent in a 
Lagos court asking it to stop 
the state introduced tax sys­
tem on the telecom m  com pa­
nies.

Daily Trust learnt that the 
Lagos state won the case as 
a result o f  w hich the sta te’s 
law m akers passed  the new  
law.

In his response on the is­
sue yesterday, the executive 
secretary , N igerian  Invest­
ment Promotion Commission 
(N IP C ), E ngineer M ustafa 
Bello, said his agency will do 
everything possible to ensure 
that the investors’ right is pro­
tected.

He said the issue o f  m ul­
tip le  taxes is only discourag­
ing moreTdrefgrf Dir,edt In­
vestm ent in tire boiKntVy.

By Ruby Rabiu,
Senior Reporter

state and Hisbah in K ano as 
illegal and contravenes the 
1999 constitution.

T h e  p o l ic e  b o s s  a n ­
nounced  that he in tends to 
clam p dow n m assive ly  on 
both outfits.

H e u rg ed  the tw o  r e ­
sp e c tiv e  g o v e rn m e n ts  to  
re sp e c t th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  
the constitu tion  and im m e­
diately disband the tw o ille­
gal outfits o r be faced w ith 
arrest and prosecution .

The K ano state govern­
m e n t f ilin g  its d o cu m e n t 
th ro u g h  th e  A tto rn e y  
G enera l’s office, in  its w rit 
o f  sum m ons to the A ttorney 
G eneral o f  the F ederation , 
is asking the apex court to 
m ake a declaration that the 
H isbah  w h ich  h as  an e n ­
abling law in Kano state, w as 
leg a lly  m ade  by the  sta te  
H ouse o f  A ssem bly , du lly  
assented to  by the governor 
and is legal, law ful and con­
stitutional.

The state is also asking 
for a d ec la ra tio n  th a t the 
g ro u p  w as e s ta b lish e d  to  
keep peace, o rder and good 
governm ent in the state so 
its law s are valid , law fu l, 
legal and constitutional.

T h e  g o v e rn m e n t a lso  
$pught a  declaration that the 
Hisbah  w a s  m ade in. accor­
d a n c e 1 w irli th e  p o w e rs

vested  in the s ta te ’s H ouse 
o f  A ssem bly  by  the p ro v i­
sions o f  section 4[6] and 7 
o f  the 1999 constitu tion  and 
w as assented to  by the gov­
ernor o f  the state in accor­
dance w ith the constitution.

They also w ant the court 
to  d ec lare  tha t the  federal 
g o v e rn m e n t  a n d  a ll its  
agents have no pow ers nor 
au thority  to  dec lare  as un ­
co n s titu tio n a l, the  Hisbah  
law  w ithout a court o rder or 
p ro n o u n cem en t to  th a t e f­
fect and so the Hisbah  law  
rem a in s  v a lid , e x tan t and 
opera tive  un til it has been 
o th e rw is e  d e c la re d  b y  a 
co u rt.

K ano state is asking for 
an  o r d e r  r e s t r a in in g  a ll 
agents o f  the federal govern­
m ent, especially  the police, 
from  d is tu rb ing , stopping , 
d isrupting  or in any m anner 
w h a tso e v e r , s to p p in g  th e  
im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  th e  
Hisbah.

They are also praying the 
court to  restrain  the police 
from  arresting, harassing or 
intim idating any person who 
is la w fu lly  e x e c u tin g  th e  
law s o f  Hisbah and also  an 
order stopping the arrest and 
p ro sec u tio n  o f  any  o f  the 
officials o f  the state carry­
ing out the Hisbah law.

In  th e i r  s ta te m e n t  o f  
claim s, the K ano sta te gov­
e rn m e n t  iaverred  th a t  'in 
2003, they had laid dow n a

bill before the state A ssem ­
bly to enact as law, the ac­
tiv ities o f  Hisbah  and that 
after adherence to  the con­
stitution, they had passed it 
and sent it to the governor 
for his assent w hich he did 
on N ovem ber 7, 2003.

The p la in tiff alleged that 
s o m e tim e  in  2 0 0 5 , th e  
p residen t w 'rote a le tte r to 
th em  e x p re ss in g  h is c o n ­
cern ov er the ac tiv itie s  o f  
th e  H isbah  to  w h ich  th e  
governor replied  him  to al­
lay h is fears.

T hey denied  allegations 
that the Hisbah had sought 
f o re ig n  a s s is ta n c e  fro m  
Libya and Iran to train as a 
te r ro r is t  g ro u p  w h ich  he 
d esc r ib e d  as a ca lc u la te d  
a t te m p t to  b r in g  f r ic tio n  
betw een them  and the fed­
eral governm ent.

r- 4< .... }• W
Governor Shekarau
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Bird flu: Fear grips Plateau
*FGsets up c ’ttee 
* PAN criticises N250per chicken
Eear has gripped resid­

en ts o f  P la teau  sta te  
over the discovery o f  
;adly bird flu in the state 

as m any have now aband­
oned the consumption o f  chi­
cken  an d  o th e r  p o u ltry  
products.

Many people who hith­
erto consum ed chicken disc­
losed that hey have stopped 
the habit for fear o f  being 
infected by the bird flu virus.

A housewife, Mrs. Aisha 
Aliyu, asserted that, “for me 

d m y fam ily , no  m ore

From Rakiya A. Muhammad, Jos.
Lawal Ibrahim, Katsina, Nasir Imam & Joe Oroye, Abuja.

an

chicken and eggs till further 
notice.”

A lso , Mr. D an ju m ah  
M usa, a businessm an said it 
is b e tte r  for him to avoid 
eating chicken than contra­
c tin g  the  d isease , add ing  
“after all, there are altern­
atives to chicken. W hy must 
I put m y life  at risk  ju s t 
b e c a u s e  I w an t to  ea t 
chicken? No way."

P o u ltry  fa rm e rs  and

poultry  busi- 
se hit by this

FG grants tax relief 
to 24 companies

T tve federal government 
has presented pioneer 
status certificates to 24 

com panies that qualified as 
p io n e e r  s e rv ic e s  an d  or 
products in the country.

With the presentation o f  
the certificates, beneficiary

By Hamisu Muhammad,
Business Reporter

Senate’ll defend 
the constitution
—Nnamani
By Habeeb I. Pindiga

Senate President, Senator 
Ken N nam ani, y e s te ­
rday in Abuja said the 
upper cham ber will defend 

the constitution and dem o­
cratic tenets in “m atters o f

i grave national im portance.”
He spoke while declaring 

open a one-day capacity bui­
lding w orkshop for National 
Analysis and Research Proj­
ect (PARP) in conjunction 
w ith  the  H ouse o f  R e p r­
esen ta tives C om m ittee on 
M edia and Public Affairs.

“I can confidently state 
that in matters o f  grave nati­
onal im portance, N igerians 
believe that this Senate will 
stand firm on the side o f  the 
law , on the  s id e  o f  the  
constitution and dem ocratic 
governance,” Nnam ani said.

Represented at the event 
by  s e n a te ’s sp o k e sm a n ,

| Senator Victor Ndoma-Egba, 
the senate president sa ia th e  
legislature and the press are 
watchdogs o f  democracy.

He vowed that the senate 
will do its own part to defend 
the  sy s tem  and  so u g h t 
collaboration w ith the media 
to achieve this.

“It is clearly evident that 
the press and the legislature 
play important roles to pro­
tect the rights o f  the citizens 

; in the repub lic  and co n s­
o lid a te  good  governance . 
T he seco n d  e s ta te  o f  the 
realm  plays its role through 
formal procedures while tne 

: fourth estate impacts on the 
: state by informal procedures.

“ W h e reas  tn e  p o w e r  
I exercised by the legislature 

is official; that o f  the press is 
unofficial. But, not w ithst­
anding the defence, a better 
collaboration is required o f  
the estates if  dem ocracy will 
flourish,” he added.

T h o se  w ho  p re se n te d  
papers at yesterday’s event 

i include form er M inister o f  
In fo rm a tion  and  c u ltu re , 
Pxvrvce Tony M om oh  an d  - 
consum m ate journalist, Dr. 
R e u b en  A b ati o f  rthe  
G u ard in ’. *v **

others in the 
ness are w orse nit Dy 
sudden change in attitude.

A t the chicken market in 
Jos, a trader lam ented that 
people are now afraid to come 
close to them, not to mention 
buying the birds.

H o w ev er, th e  P la te au  
state Com m ittee on Bird Flu 
set up by G overnor Joshua 
Dariye, last week following 
the discovery o f  the deadly 
virus in the state, assured the

Eublic that they have n o t­
ing to fear.

C h a irm a n  o f  the  
committee. Dr. Elvis Chinke, 
who said control m easures 
h av e  b een  pu t in p la c e , 
assured that the com m ittee 
w ill co n tin u e  to  m o n ito r  progress until the disease is

com panies stand to enjoy tax 
relief o f  five years maximum.

The com panies include; 
K arflex F isheries Lim ited, 
B ritish  A m erican Tobacco 
A gronom y Lim ited, M ulti- 
Links Telecom m unications, 
Dana Pharmaceutical Limited, 
M INL Limited, Benue Bre­
wery and Champion brewery.

O thers are W est Afican 
Portland Cement Pic, African 
Steel Mills, Sara Foods Limi­
ted, Amioun Steel Limited, 
Zenith Construction, Integ­
rated Dairy Farm. Bel Impex, 
G la s s  F o rce  L im ite d , 
Pentacles N igerian lim ited 
and Glass Force Limited.

A lso , P rim e  N ig e r ia n  
W ood P roducts Com pany, 
S u p e r io r  M e ta l M a n u f­
ac tu r in g  C om pany, D ufil 
Prima Foods Limited, Sunflag 
Steel Nig. Lim ited, Haruna 
Holistic Welfare services Nig., 
Rainbownet Limited, Sun and 
Sand Industries Lim ited are 
am ong the beneficiaries.

Presenting the certificates 
yesterday, the executive secr­
etary o f  the Nigerian Inves­
tm en t P rom otion  C om m i­
ssion (NIPC), Mr. M ustafa 
Bello, said the decision is part 
o f  the effort to build confi­
dence through closer intera­
ction with existing investors.

He said the pioneer status 
is one o f  the key incentives 
to stim ulate and encourage 
in v e s to rs  to  expand  th e ir  
businesses.

He e x p la in e d  th a t the 
incen tive  is d erived  from  
N ig eria ’s industria l policy  
which seeks to promote and 
e n c o u ra g e  a c tiv itie s  th a t 
governm ent believes would 
lead to a Nigeria that is fully 
industrialized.

In 2004,the federal exec­
utive council had approved 
pioneer status to com panies 
in the information and comm­
unication  technology, to u ­
rism, real estate development 
and  u ti l i ty  se rv ic e s . T he 
present number o f companies 
en joy ing  p ioneer status in 
the country is now 69.

Responding, some o f  the 
representatives o f  recipient 
com panies said the gesture 
will go a long way to attract 
m ore investm ent in to the 
country and urged the federal 
governm ent to do m ore''to 
provide a conducive enviro­
nm ent fo r business in., the 
b&irftn?.1 ' * * ....... '

controlled.
Dr. Chinko urged poultry 

farmers* and the pub lic  to 
c o n tin u e  to  ta k e  in te rim  
measures to check the spread 
o f  the virus.

Such m easures, he said, 
include the use o f  protective 
c lo th in g  su ch  as h and  
gloves, w ash ing  o f  hands 
and other parts which come 
in c o n ta c t w ith  b ird s  or 
poultry and proper disposal 
o f  burnt birds and feathers.

M eanw hile, the Poultry 
A s so c ia tio n  o f  N ig e r ia , 
K atsina sta te  chapter, has 
k ic k ed  a g a in s t tne  N 250 
co m p en sa tio n  the federa l 
governm ent set it will pay 
poultry farmers for each bird 
infected with bird flu.

S peaking th rough their 
chairm an shortly  afte r the 
a s s o c ia t io n ’s m e e tin g  in 
Katsina, Alhaji KabirFaskari, 
said an average layer sells for 
N 1,300 and appealed to the 
fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t to  
increase the com pensation.

H o w ev er, tn e  fe d e ra l 
government will today inaug­
urate a public enlightenm ent

co m m itte e  on the rec en t 
outbreak o f  avian inflpenza 
in some parts o f  the country.

A s ta te m e n t from  the 
o ffic e  o f  the  M in is te r  o f  
A g ric u ltu re  -and R ura l 
Development, signed by his 
C hief Press Secretary, B. O. 
Ajakaiye, said the m inister 
approved the constitution o f 
tne committee which has Mr. 
C. K  Alabi, D irector, Pro­
d u c tio n , P u b lic a tio n  and  
D o c u m e n ta tio n  in the  
Federal M inistry o f  Inform ­
ation as chairman.

The sta tem ent said the 
co m m ittee ' m andate  is to 
d esign  and  im p lem en t an 
e ffec tive  nationw ide p u b ­
lic ity  cam p a ig n  th a t w ill 
enlighten the general public 
on all issues relating to the 
disease.

O ther m em bers o f  the 
com m ittee include represe­
ntatives o f  the Federal M in­
istries o f  Health, Finance, the 
N ational P lanning C om m ­
iss io n  an d  th e  N a tio n a l 
Orientation Agency (NOA).

O thers include represe­
n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  N ig e r ia

Television A uthority (NTA), 
Federal Radio Corporation o f 
Nigeria (FRCN), Daily Trust 
and ThisDay newspapers.

President Obasanjo com ­
mended the World Bank for 
its a ss is tan ce  in the figh t 
against bird flu in some parts 
o f  the country.

Receiving a delegation o f 
the In te rn a tio n a l F inancc 
C orporation  (IFC ) and the 
W orld B ank at the p re s i­
dential villa yesterday, ihc 
president said as soon as the 
report o f  the outbreak w as 
re c e iv e d , it im m ed ia te ly  
swung into action by setting 
up w e ll-e q u ip p ed  la b o ra ­
tories to serve N igeria and 
the sub-region in checking 
the spread o f  the disease.

President Obasanjo also 
commended IFC’s involvem­
ent in the country’s economy 
and assured the new  IFC 's 
exec-utive vice president o f 
the adm inistration’s com m i­
tm e n t to  u p h o ld  a c c o u n ­
tability and transparency in 
its reform programmes.

R -L : Chris Duggon, the Canadian High Commissioner, Imam M uham m ad N. Ashafa and  Dr. Umar Turgay o f  McGill 
University, at the interaction session on Religious Pluralism: The Canadian experience, organised by Muslim/Christian 
Dialogue Forum, held in Kaduna ...recently. - Pix: Shehu K. Goro.

2007: APGA, AD in alliance talks on consensus candidate

N"ational chairman o f  the 
All Progressive Grand 
A llia n c e  (A P G A ), 

C h ief Chekwas Okorie, said 
yesterday that the party has 
opened alliance talks with the 
A llia n c e  fo r  D em o c racy  
(AD), for the 2007 general 
elections.

Speaking with Daily Trust 
on phone from Enugu, Okorie 
said the talks have reached 
an advanced stage and that

By Sufuyan Ojeifo
(Special Correspondent)

a three-man committee forum 
o f  APGA met w ith a three- 
m an com m ittee o f  the AD. 
The APGA team  was led by 
Chief Benji Auru while former 
Ekiti state governor, C h ief 
N iy i A debayo  led the AD 
team.

He said a draft m em ora­
n d u m  o f  u n d e rs ta n d in g ,

containing the views o f  both 
p a rtie s  on the a llia n ce  is 
being harmonised.

O korie said they expect
two or three more parties to 
be part o f  the alliance before 
th e  a g re e m e n t c o u ld  be 
signed , p o in ting  out that, 
“We were looking at the All 
N ig e r ia  P e o p le s  P arty  
(ANPPi, until they had this 
leadership problem. Even, if  
they did not have problem s,

N igeria lacks charism atic leader -Ma.'zrui

T he w o rld  ren o w n  Krom Musa ( mar Ka/aure. Kano charism atic figure because a ree
pro fesso r of h istory , t....................................................  fusion had not yet been achi- nde

D r. A li M azru i has  P ro fesso r M azrui, w ho eved  be tw een  p erso n a lity  j Corobserved  tha t N ig eria  has 
been less productive o f  char­
ism atic national leadership 
th a n  m o s t o th e r  p o s t ­
colonial countries in Africa.

“ On the co n tra ry , th is 
flam boyant country has had 
a gen iu s fo r p ro d u c in g  a 
d isproportional num ber o f  
d ignified  but se lf-efficien t 
chief executive (with the pos­
sible exception o f  M urtala 
M o h am m ed  and  Ib ra h im  
Bnbaftgidst I. 9 he to ld  the  
gathering of Nigerian ieadess 
and international spholars in 
Kano yesterday.

was the guest speaker at the 
30th memorial anniversary o f 
late General M urtala M oha­
mmed, noted that the prom ­
inent leadership in Africa are 
m o b iliz a tio n  and reconc- 
iliatory. The former, he said, 
the leaders aspire to arouse 
the m asses and s tim u la te  

enthusiasms. In the 
leaders seek to build 

bridges by contending forces 
and conflicting interest.

To som e extent, b® spi 4
_N£urta\a ,-w ^
probably, apiobil/izaticjf} lea­
der but fell short o f  bcing a

inw U1UJ

popular 
later, let

and situation, probably also 
due to his short tenure as a 
leader.

The erudite scholar noted 
w ith dism ay that the rpost 
persistent o f  all social and 
political pathologies o f Africa 
as a w ho le  is co rru p tio n , 
add ing  tha t som e A frican  
countries suffer from law and 
order problem s while others 
suffer from acute proneness 
to  m ilita r is a tio n  w ith  the 
a fttied  fo rc e s  c o n s ta n t ly  
in te rv e n in g  in c iv ilia n  
politics.

we did not trust the national 
chairman, C hief Don Etiebct.

“But once the leadership 
problem is resolved, particu­
la rly  now  th a t th ey  have 
resolved to sort them seKes 
out at their National Exec­
u tiv e  C o m m ittee  (N E C ), 
m eeting on M arch 30, this 
year, it is a party that we will 
like to consider going into 
alliance with”.

He lis ted  o th e r parties 
being considered forthe allia­
nce to include the Movement 
for the Restoration and De­
fen c e  o f  D em o c racy  
(M RDD), which is seeking 
registration w ith the Indepe­
n d en t N a tio n a l E le c to ra l 
Commission (INEC).

“But we also understand 
that the same personalities in 
the M RDD are the ones in 
th e  A c tio n  C o n g re s s  o f  
Democrats (ACD). Mavbe. 
it is the ACD that we will be 
talking w ith” , he added

Okorie explained that the 
desire o f  APGA to produce a 
presidential candidate in 2' >07 

rem ains sacrosanct and that 
is why we are not into merger 
but alliance; we will present 
oyr,-presidential cand ida te  
and others wilY present (heirs 
and we will rneetm.the t ie id," 
h i said. ! '
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Don’t go on strike, Obasanjo tells policemen

i r e s id e n t  O lu se g u n  
Obasanjo has called on 
officers and m en o f  the 

Nigerian Police not to embark 
on th e ir  p ro p o se d  s tr ik e ,

I rem inding them  the ethics o f  
their profession.

H e m ade  th e  s ta te m e n t 
during a m eeting held with 

; senior officers o f  the N igeria 
Police at the Banquet hall o f  
th e  P re s id e n t ia l  v il la  
yesterday in Abuja.

Senior Special A ssistant to 
P re s id e n t O b a sa n jo  on 
M edia and public ity , M rs. 

;01urem i O yo, w ho briefed 
journalists on the outcom e o f

By Joe O roye, State House

the m eeting  said  presiden t 
O basan jo  w as vehem ently  
against the proposed strike 
by the N igeria police.

S he sa id  P re s id e n t 
O b a sa n jo  re m in d e d  the  
o ffice rs  w ho a tten d e d  the 
m e e tin g  th a t th e  N ig e r ia  
Police Force is a para-military 
organisation and therefore its 
members must adhere strictly 
to  th e  e th ic s  o f  th e ir  
profession.

“G o in g  on any fo rm  o f  
strike, the p residen t stated

will not give the Nigeria Police 
a good  im ag e ,” M rs. O yo

Mr. Sunday Ehindero, IG P  *

Dariye revelation: MRDD, Afenifere wants PDP account probed o

said.
A c c o rd in g  to  th e  

president, a N on-perform ing 
police cannot be good for the 
nation’s social-economic and 
p o litica l deve lopm en t and 
advised top hierarchy o f  the 
force to pay special attention 
to  re c ru itm e n t ,  tr a in in g ,  
p ro v is io n s  o f  e q u ip m e n t, 
attitude and jo b  orientation.

The P residen t the reafte r 
d ir e c te d  th e  In s p e c to r -  
general o f  police to set up a 
com m ittee that w ill take a 
holistic look at N igeria Police 
force.

In a d d i t io n , th e

P re s id en tia l sp okesperson  
said, President O basanjo is 
c o n s id e r in g ,  th e
e s ta b l is h m e n t o f  a h ig h - 
p o w ered  p erso n n e l w hich  
will look at the administration 
o f  justice  in the country.

T he panel she sa id  w ill 
com plem ent what the Nigeria 
Police reform com mittee will

do, adding that the President 
is em phatic abot. what his 
g o v e rn m e n t w ill do  to  
im prove the perform ance o f  
the Nigeria Police 

O n corruption  President 
O basan jo  said  the N igeria 
P o lice  m ust w ork hard  to 
ensure that they rid the police 
o f  all form s o f  corruption.

Bird flue can kill millions in 
a short time -Health Minister
*USpledges$25m

Chairman of the Movement 
for the Restoration and 
Defence of Democracy 
(MRDD), Alhaji Gambo Jimeta 

has called  on the federal 
government to set up a judicial 
panel o f inquiry to look into 
the financial accounts o f the 
ruling Peoples Dem ocratic 
Party (PDP).

This call is coming against the 
backdrop o f  revelations by 
Governor Joshua Dariye who 
said he donated part o f  the 
ecological fund of the state to 
the PDP.

The MRDD call coincides 
with similar plea by the Ayo- 
Fasanmi-led faction o f the Pan- 
Yoruba cultural organisation, 
A fenifere, which said it is 
imperative to “look into the 
books of the PDP.”

According' to the Inspector- 
G eneral o f  Police, the PDP 
collects N140 million monthly 
source that should be probed.

“I support what some people 
said in the South West 
(Afenifere). Between the federal 
government, the EFCC, Dariye 
and PDP, we are yet to know 
who is telling the truth. “I’m 
suggesting that a high powered

By Emmanuel Bello,
Political Editor

judicial inquiry be established 
under a judge of the Supreme 
Court where the EFCC, Dariye 
h im self, PDP, and the 
presidency will come and give 
evidence,” he alleged, adding that 
source of PDP funding dubious, 
“the PDP is heavily funded. 
Where do they get the money 
from? What business do they 
get? And who is contributing to 
that fund?

“It should be transparent, 
they are duty bound to make 
public the ir statem ents o f

account at the end of each year. 
They have to show where the 
money is coming from and for 
what,” Gambo said.

According to him, the PDP 
may be using public funds to run 
its elections "we are told they 
collect N140 million monthly. 
Where does such money come 
from ? The public wants to 
know how the PDP run such 
huge party machinery.

“Is their money coming from 
the contributions of governors, 
businessm en and the 
presidency? If it is from the 
governors, where did they get 
it? If it is from the Presidency,

where did it get it from, if not 
from the public funds? We want 
to know. ’

G overnor D ariye, in a 
dramatic revelation last week 
had said that he shared the N 1.6 
billion ecological fund with the 
PDP.

According to Dariye, he gave 
the PDP southwest a sum of 
N 100 million; PDP South, N 100 
million; PDP directives N66 
m illion and Plateau PDP 
received N800 million.

Although the PDP had since 
responded to D ariye’s 
allegation, Afenifere, last week 
called for a judicial probe into 
the issue.

World Bank grants Nigeria 
N6.5 billion to fight Bird fluT

x  $

tie W orld Bank has set 
a s id e  a to ta l  o f  
$500,000 (about N6.5 

billion) to help Nigeria tackle 
th e  d e a d ly  A v ian  F lu  
scourge.

C o u n try  d ire c to r  o f  the

By Anas A. Galadima, Ass. 
Business Editor

bank in N igeria, Mr. Hafez 
G hanem  to ld  new sm en  in 
A buja y esterday  w here he 
sa id  the  fu n d s  w h ich  are

IFC grants N52 billion loan facility 
to Nigerian coys
T he In te rn a tio n a l 

F in an ce  C o rp o ra tio n  
(IFC), the business arm 
o f  the  W orld B ank, has 

granted a total of$400million 
(N52bilIion) in loan facilities 
to various com panies in the 
co u n try  to  en ab le  them  
expand their operations.

Executive Vice President o f 
the C orp o ra tio n , Mr. Lars 
T hunel m ade th is  know n 
d u rin g  a p ress  con ference 
yesterday in Abuja to mark 
the end o f  his working visit 
to Nigeria, where he said the 
corporation  also intends to 
provide more funding to the 
tune o f  SlOOmillion (about 
N 13billion), to investors in 
the country, to enable them 
fu rth e r  ex pand  th e ir  
operations, within the next six 
m onths.

He said  som e o f  the 
b en e fic ia r ie s  o f  the funds 
include DBA, MTN Nigeria 
and O bajana C em ent 
C om pany  in Kogi sta te  
amongst others, pointing out 
th a t the co rp o ra tio n  is 
currently holding talks with 
som e o th e r  in v e s to rs  in 
p o w er and p e tro ch em ica l 
sectors o f the economy with 
a v iew  to ex ten d in g  such 
facilities to them.

He said DBA got a total o f 
S75million (about N9.7billion) 
for onward lending as long 
term credits to people who 
w ant to  ;)b iiild  lh e i r r,own 

.h o u ses  lb u t ; so . npl_Tiavc 
acccss to the capital to do so.

By Anas A. G alad im a ,^ ? .
Business Editor

Obajana Cement, a subsidiary 
o f  D ango te  In d u strie s  
L im ited, also got the same 
amount o f money to facilitate 
the c o n s tru c tio n  o f  the 
factory w hich he described 
as the largest cement project 
in A frica. The am ount, he 
said, represents less than 10 
percent o f  the money need for 
the project.

T he co rp o ra tio n  is 
currently holding talks with 
G eom etries Pow er P ro ject 
Limited, Aba, which is private 
sector in itia tive  to bu ild  a 
p o w er p la n t in the city , 
Thunel said, adding that IFC 
w as a lso  p ro v id in g  the 
com pany  w ith  tech n ica l 
assistance on the project.

M r A ndrew  A lii, IF C ’s 
Country manager in Nigeria 
noted that the facilities are 
p rov ided  as loans and not 
donations, pointing out that 
it o p era tes  pu re ly  as a 
com m ercial en tity  and the 
interst rates are not revealed.

“ We d o n 't  d isc lo se  our 
interest rates because it’s a 
co n fid e n tia l ag reem en t 
between us and our clients. I 
think what you will find is that 
IFC behaves like a 
com m erc ia l en tity  so ou r 
lend ing  is done on 
commercial terms. We are not 
to subsidise finance and we 
are d e fin ite ly  .n o t-a  donor 
agency”, he said.

Mr. T hunel sa id  the 
g o v ern m en t needs to do 
more to fight corruption and 
entrench transparency in the 
p u b lic  sec to r, ju s t  as he 
emphasized the need for the 
government to ensure quick 
c lea rin g  o f  cargo  in the 
nation’s ports.

According to him, it takes 
about 71 signatures to clear 
goods in the nation’s pors as 
against about two or three 
required in m ost European 
countries.

He sa id  th e  p ro ce ss  o f  
starting a business in Nigeria 
is very  cum bersom e, w ith 
Nigeria ranking as the 105 in 
position, in terms o f  the ease 
at which businesses can be 
started  across coun tries o f  
the world.

He sa id  h is  v is it to the 
co u n try  has been “a very  
good tr ip , and the 
d isc u ss io n s  w ith
g o v ern m en t w as very  
positive”

.......................................
Mrs. hgozlOkonjo+lwettla,

M inister Fin an c e ____

provided on a zero interest 
rate will help Nigeria quickly 
contain the disease to avoid 
further spread.

He observed that “w orld 
bank has set up a special fund 
to support countries w hich 
are affected by the Avian flue.

‘Therefore the m om ent we 
heard that the avian flue had 
re a c h e d  N ig e r ia , w e 
im m ed ia te ly  go t app roval 
from our senior managem ent 
to support N igeria to the tune 
o f  around $50 million dollars’, 
he said.

H e sa id  th e  b a n k  is 
currently  w orking w ith the 
m inistry  o f  agriculture and 
m inistry o f  health as well as 
other partners in an effort to 
c o n tro l the  sp rea d  o f  the 
deadly disease.

He sa id  the funds have 
been m ade available because 
tim e is very  im p o rtan t in 
figh ting  a scourge like the 
avian flue.

H e o b s e rv e d  th a t the  
funds being provided carry a 
0%  in terest rate  w ith  0.75 
percent service charge as well 
as a 10 year grace period after 
w hich the country will begin 
to pay back over a period o f  
3.5 years.

He said between 2005 and 
2 0 0 6  th e  W orld  B a n k ’s 
procedures and we will move 
as fa s t  as is n e e d e d  to  
support the country we are 
really heartened to see that 
the N igerian authorities have 
m oved so fast, w hich is what 
ought to happen. And we as 
your partners we will m oves 
as fast as possible.”

The avian flue which w'as 
first d iscovered in K aduna , 
sta te  has been reported  to 
have spread to other states 
namely Taraba, Kano, Plateau J 
and L agos sta te s  am ongst 
others.

hould the Avian Influenza 
.(Bird flu) virus finds its 
'way in human beings, it 

could kill between 50 to 150 
million people within a short 
period of time, the minister of 
health . P rofessor Eyitayo 
Lambo has said.

Disclosing this yesterday in 
Abuja while addressing a world 
press conference on the 
reported isolation of the highly 
pathogenic strain of the H5N1 
bird flu virus in some poultry 
stocks in Nigeria, the minister 
noted that experts on
epidem iology and disease 
control has pointed out that the 
v irus has the potential o f 
claiming more lives than other 
diseases.

He said it is in view of the 
destructive tendencies o f the 
avian flu virus that government 
is doing everything possible to 
m itigate its im pact on the 
population and the economy of 
the country.

The minister disclosed that 
government, on confirming the 
outbreak of the virus last week 
in Jaji, Kaduna state and other 
ports of the country embarked 
on a number of activities to 
strengthen its position in the 
health sector to fight the virus 
and to most, especially prevent 
bird to human transmission of 
the virus.

Some of these activities, he 
maintained include among other 
things the institution of active 
surveillance system among the 
people living around affected 
areas as well as investigating 
reported or rumoured cases. 
In troduction  o f quarantine 
measures, and preparation for 
the isolation of infected person, 
revision of the action plan for 
the Avian Influenza Emergency 
preparedness and Response 
with emphasis on the retirement 
of the costing of the planned 
interventions in the various 
stages, mobilising partners for

By Sunday Ejike Benjamin.
Senior Reporter

effective response and 
coordination and sending team 
of health experts to assess the 
situation and pro\ide technical 
support and advice as some of 
the government’s activities in 
the wake of the outr cach of the 
virus.

The m inister, who said 
government has started getting 
positive response from 
Development Partners in the 
war against the avian influenza, 
said the United State country 
team, led by the deputy chief of 
mission, Thomas Karev has 
announced the commitment of 
the US government to pros ide a 
grant of25 million dollar to help 
the country address the bird flu 
problem.

Partners, her said have sent 
in health experts to support in 
active surveillance and effective 
diagnosis o f the virus, adding 
that WHO has prom ised to 
provide drugs for treatment as 
well as the provision of personal 
protective equipment units.

“ Our m ajor areas o f 
immediate needs include the 
supply of relevant drugs, such 
as Tami flu, the strengthening of 
laboratories for effective 
diagnosis and confirm atory 
tests, social mobilisation and 
community awareness, capacity 
building for health persooael, j 
effective epidem iological 
surveillance, supply of personal 
protection equipm ent (PPE) 
such as gloves, masks, gown etc, 
and provision o f other technical 
and logistics supports," Prof. 
Lambo stated.

He d irected  healthcare 
facilities in the country that come 
across symptoms like fe>er, 
running nose, pain in the throat, 
difficulty in breath, eye and 
muscle pains to report to the 
federal m inistry  o f  health 
through any of the following 
telephone lines; 080- ’ 1133345, 
080-37006849, 080-33585484 
and 09-6726132 for appropriate 
action.

Senate denies endorsing 
sack of 160,000 workers
s[ enate committee chairman 

m edia and public 
'a ffa irs , Senator Victor 

Ndoma-Egba yesterday in Abuja 
said the upper chamber did not 
endorse the intending purge in 
the civil service.

Some newspapers were awash 
with reports last week that the 
senate had set its seal on the sack 
o f 160,000 federal workers.

The new spaper reports 
hinged the senate decision on the 
adoption of the report o f the 
Felix Ibru-led committee on 
establishm ent and service 
matters report, which urged 
government to train staff before 
laying off them off.

N dom a-Egba, speaking 
yesterday at the opening o f  a 
one-day capacity  build ing 
w orkshop for parliam ent 
dorresponderrts. safd the sefcajp 
had no powers to approve o r  
cancel the exercise.

By Habeeb I. Pindiga.
Political Reporter

“What we did w 
endorsem ent. It 
in terven tion  on 
com pletely  outs 
purview” he said.

The lawmaker added that the

not an 
as an 
m atter 

: our

senate m erely 
suggestions on an ext 
federal government w as 
to .undertake.

Part o f  the sugc 
according to Ndoma i 
that all staff to be laid 
be trained in other tr 
paid severance benefi 
being sent off.

Yesterday’s works 
organised by the policy 
and research project (I 
cinjiinttidn with lilt i 
Representatives Conn 
media and public aff.i"

jffered  
cise the

rstions.
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Bird flu: Counting economic and social costs 
in Maiduguri
A

, _lthough a preponde­
rance o f  poultry pro­
duction in M aiduguri 

is the  so ca lle d  b ac k y ard  
poultry farming which are us­
ually small-scale, veterinary 
experts say there is a high 
consum ption rate o f  poultry 
products which is now seri­
ously threatened by the out­
break o f  bird flu in some parts 
o f  the country, as fear for dear 
life makes people alter their 
food consum ption habits..

There are no confirm ed 
cases o f  bird flu in Maiduguri 
yet, even though  in m any 
parts o f  the town, such as the 
Damboa road area where a lot 
o f  local poultry farming takes 
place and Shagari low cost 
housing  esta te , there have 
been cases o f  several num ­
bers o f  chickens dying from 
unconfirm ed diseases since 
December last year. Our corre­
spondent learnt that in one 
case at the Shagari low cost 
area, about 143 chickens died 
w ithin 48 hours last D ece­
mber, only for people nearby 
to collect the dead chickens 
thrown away at a refuse heap 
to cook for food.

N onethe less, there is a 
general air o f  apprehension 
and a lot o f  public com ment 
over the bird  flu outbreak, 
even i f  some people tend to 
brush aside the threat posed 
by the disease as merely one 
o f  those 'm any diseases that 
once in a while afflict chic­
kens’.

D aily  Trust ch e c k s  in 
m arkets and p laces w here 
poultry is sold in M aiduguri 
y e s te rd a y  sh o w s th a t the 
‘m arket’ for poultry products 
has gone down by over fifty 
percent, as consum ers turn to 
alternative sources o f  m eat 
and protein in the Bom o state 
capital.

T he c h a irm a n  o f  the  
Poultry Sellers Association at 
th e  T ash an  B ag a  m a rk e t, 
Alhaji U ba Ciyaman, told our 
c o r re s p o n d e n t th a t  le ss  
people go to buy chicken and 
other poultry products, since 
new s filte red  in about the 
outbreak o f bird flu in Kaduna 
and Kano states.

D escribing the situation 
as  e c o n o m ic a l ly  b ad  fo r

From Abdullahi Bego,
Regional Editor (North 

East)

people engaged in the poultry 
business, A lhaji Uba C iya­
m an exp lained  that young  
people who have found job  
selling chicken on the road 
side m ay now  be thrown out 
o f  business, because those 
who sell up to 100 chickens 
per day, for instance, now sell 
less than 20 pieces. “These 
young people are com pla­
ining o f  the low sales situa­
tion. But we are asking them 
to be patient until there is light 
at the end o f  the tunnel. The 
situation for now is bad even 
though we have no cases o f  
dead chickens or birds that 
are sick as a resu lt o f  this 
newly reported disease. But 
sin ce  th e  p ro b lem  com es 
through G od’s decree, we are 
praying that it will soon go 
away” , he said.

Our correspondent learnt 
th a t som e p o u ltry  se lle rs  
around the M onday m arket 
area have also been chafing 
under reports o f  outbreak o f  
the avian flu, com plain ing  
that their business has been 
put under a lot o f  strain when, 
in fact, in their view “there is 
nothing much to worry abo­
ut” . These people, erroneo­
usly it seems, m aintained that 
the disease is simply hyped 
to achieve an effect, but that 
they have seen no th ing  in 
y ea rs  o f  e n g a g in g  in the  
b u s in e ss  to  g e n e ra te  an y  
alarm.

D aily Trust’s  checks at 
so m e re s ta u ra n ts  w ith in  
M aiduguri m etropo lis  also 
show ed that the num ber o f  
people who order for chicken 
or even eggs on their menus 
has gone dow n, com pared  
with recent weeks before the 
reports o f  bird flu outbreak.

On the other hand, it app­
ears to be ‘bum per harvest’ 
for fish and m eat sellers in 
M aiduguri, w hom  the consu­
m p tio n  e q u il ib r iu m  now  
seem s to  favour. A lthough 
M a id u g u ri has  b ee n  an 
international market for fish 
for a long time, local demand 
for fish has gone up in the last

few  days since the bird flu 
outbreak, resulting in incre­
a sed  p r ic e s  fo r  d if fe re n t 
specie o f  fish.

M oham m ed Nura, a bus­
inessm an w ho enjoys eating 
fish and buys it on a regular 
basis, told Daily Trust that the 
price o f  fish has je rked  up 
c o n s id e ra b ly , as d e a le rs  
ca sh ed  in on the g row ing  
dem and in the last few days. 
“I used to buy four pieces o f  
average sized fish for N350. 
Yesterday, I had to buy that 
same quantity for N 830 after 
a lo t o f  bargain ing . T h a t’s 
more than fifty percent incr­
ease in the price”, he said.

A lrea d y , th e  re c e d in g  
waters o f  the Lake Chad from 
where alm ost all the fish sold 
in  M a id u g u ri m a rk e ts  is 
found, has so affec ted  the 
quantity o f  fish available for 
sale that experts fear a drastic 
fish shortage overtime, unless 
efforts to recharge the Lake 
Chad through w ater transfer 
from  E ast A fric a  is g iven  
added impetus.

“People should report any unusual clinical 
signs o f diseases in poultry and other birds. 
Indeed, both people in the community and 
the government need to be extra cautious 
because there are birds who may not even 
show the clinical signs o f the disease but 
still may be carrying it und spreading it in 
their droppings”, he explained.

The federal government, 
Daily Trust learnt, has rele­
ased  som e m oney  fo r the 
execution o f  feasibility stu­
dies regarding the w ater tran­
sfer, but multilateral initiatives 
at addressing the issue com ­
prehensively  and ensuring  
that the idea becomes a reality 
are largely stillborn.

Speaking to Daily Trust, 
the head o f  the departm ent o f  
veterinary  m edicine in the 
U niversity o f  M aiduguri, Dr 
N uhu Adam u, said it is to be 
expected that the climate o f  
fear over a catastrophic dis­
ease ou tbreak  as avian  flu 
would naturally affect people 
in the poultry business, who 
depend on daily sells to cater 
for their family needs, inclu­
d ing  the paym ent o f  th e ir  
children’s school fees.

The University don, how ­
ever, observed that the econ­
omic cost o f  bird flu outbreak 
w ould be com paratively low 
in p laces like  M aiduguri, 
w here poultry production is, 
for the m ost part, not large 
scale. Even at that, he added, 
a lot o f  caution is needed on 
the part o f  the community and 
the government to ensure that 
the disease does not spread 
due to negligence.

Dr Adamu explained that 
because people in the Bomo 
state capital norm ally leave 
pou ltry  and o ther b ird s to 
grow in a free-range manner 
in the environm ent, a bird flu 
o u tb re a k  w o u ld  be v e ry  
difficult to control.

“Poultry production here 
is largely very rural in nature 
with small numbers o f  poultTy 
ana  o th e r  b ird s sp read  in 
severa l hou seh o ld s in the 
neighbourhood. If there is a 
disease outbreak., it will be

very  easy  fo r it to  sp read  
since the poultry freely moves 
around the neighborhood” , 
he said.

The poultry expert added 
that once people begin to not­
ice som ething unusual about 
the health o f  their chickens or 
about any respiratory illne­
sses affecting  people, they 
should report to the nearest 
health centers or veterinary 
clinics for immediate medical 
attention.

“People should report any 
u n u su a l c l in ic a l s ig n s  o f  
diseases in poultry and other 
birds. Indeed, both people in 
the com m unity and the gove­
rnment need to be extra cauti­
ous because there are birds 
who m ay not even show the 
clinical signs o f  the disease 
but still may be carrying it 
and spreading it in their drop­
pings” , he explained.

Speaking about the future 
o f  poultry production in the 
country, following the outb­
reak o f  bird flu and the public 
reaction  that follow ed, the 
head o f  veterinary m edicine 
at the University o f  Maiduguri 
noted that the killing o f  thous­
ands o f  infected birds across 
states where bird flu is repo­
rted would lead to a depletion 
in  p o u ltry  s to c k s , w h ich  
would take tim e to replenish, 
thereby leading to increases 
in product prices and even the 
cost o f  production. “It takes 
roughly 19 to 20 w eeks to 
raise a day old chick to the 
level where it would begin to 
lay eggs itself. That space 
created might lead to incre­
ases in prices as the dem and 
situation stabilizes” tie said.

The university don also 
noted that since the cardinal 
people usually at risk in the

event o f  an outbreak o f  the 
avian flu are farm ers, rural 
dw ellers and anim al health 
workers, who always come in 
to try to contain the situation, 
th e  g o v e rn m e n t n ee d s  to 
provide adequate protection 
for them  through the supply 
o f  veterinary drugs and vac­
cines, am ong others, as well 
as en su rin g  q u a ra n tin e  in 
places w here the outbreaks 
have been reported.

D r A dam u also advised 
veterinary doctors and animal 
health w orkers not to treat 
any reported  bird  d iseases 
perfunctorily  but to ensure 
thorough checks and an a l­
yses in order to understand 
the problem  and what needs 
to be done to tackle it.

As the government, with 
the support o f  international 
o rg a n is a tio n s , p u sh e s  on 
with efforts to contain bird flu 
in the country, it 5€£ms that 
the disease would need to be 
fought on the medical as wei 
as the social front, in view  ' 
the cu ltu ral and econom  
factors which seem to lim 
p e o p le ’s un d erstan d in g  
the harm  that bird flu can 
inflict and their willingness to 
jettison age-old habits about 
dealing with birds.

C H A N G E  O F  N A M E

I, formerly known 
as M A R T I N A  
INYA, now wish to 
be cal led M RS .  
M A R T I N A  

O G E N Y I .  A ll 
former documents 
remain valid.
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News
W i l m o t  t o  

r e t u r n  t o
E ighteen years after the 

Ibrahim Babangida’s 
administration bund­

led him out o f  the country back 
| to Britain on allegations o f  be­
ing an agent o f  the U nited 
S tates C entral In telligence 

I A g en cy  (C IA ), P ro fe sso r 
Patrick Wilmot has agreed to 
take up fresh appointment with 

i the Ahmadu Bello Unversity 
(ABU), Zaria, as a visiting pro­
fessor.

The controversial university 
don who first joined the ser- 

| vices o f  the A hm adu Bello 
Unviersity in 1971 until March 

; 1988 when he was deported to 
London after unbroken service 

| o f  seventeen years, obliged to 
j the request extended to him by 
the Council o f  the university 
through the Vice Chancellor, 
P ro fe sso r S hehu  U sm an 
Abdullahi, to come back to the 
institution as a lecturer.

Professor Wilmot who con­
firmed this to Daily Trust in an 
exclusive interview after his 

I second lecture on “the role o f  
the African intellect,” in the uni­
versity  yesterday, regretted 
that the university, despite its 

i past record o f  academic excel­
lence and popularity , lacks 
equipments such as computers 

; and vibrant intellectuals to face

From Waziri Isa Gwantu,
Correspondent (Zaria)

the challenges o f  the 21 st cen­
tury o f  Nigeria.

“With the appointment, the 
university is offering me as a 
visiting lecturer, I will be com­
ing to the university from time 
to time to give lectures to both 
lecturers and students. I also 
intend to help the ABU acquire 
modem tools o f  academic de­
velopment such as books and 
the rest,” he stated.

Earlier in his lecture on “the 
role o f  the African intellectual,” 
Professor W ilmot described 
the intellectual as a person who 
evolves to lead, to show the 
people the way, to guide them 
toward physical, psychologi­
cal and moral objectives. The 
word intellectual is the one so 
advanced that his ideas have 
relevance across physical and 
spiritual borders.”

He said Africa is so endowed 
with all manners o f  intellectu­
als who have excelled in differ­
ent disciplines in the world and 
have contributed to the devel­
opm ent o f  E urope and the 
Western world, but unfortu­
nately, the continent is not re­
spected and recognized and its 
contributions not appreciated

by Western imperialists today.
“The imperialists,” he said, 

“do not see anything good in 
Africa To them, Africa is no his­
torical part o f  the world it is a 
continent that is pathetically de­
pendent on European guidance.

“Incredibly, some African in­
tellectuals accept this European 
conceptions o f their continent 
and its people and advice their 
leaders to become even more 
pathetically dependent on Eu­
rope and America,” he lamented.

Professor Wilmot noted that 
“through the betrayal o f  their 
continent and its people, these 
intellectuals justify their impe­
rialist masters in a self-fulfilling 
p rophesy . T he co n tin en t 
which produced the first state 
system in Nubia and Egypt and 
revolutionary social theorists 
such  as Ibn K haldun  and 
Amilcar Cabral, is reduced to a 
disaster area permanently in 
need o f  famine relief.”

Professor Wilmot however 
pointed out that Africa is the 
richest continent, the one with 
least natural disasters, reduced 
to penury by men, who cause 
more havoc than hurricanes, 
earthquakes, volcanoes and 
monsoons. “That Africa is in 
constant need o f  aid therefore, 
is an indictment o f  those who

misrule it. And the hypocrisy 
o f  seeking foreign investment 
is belied by the stolen money 
in v ested  in E u ro p e  and 
America,” he noted.

He urged African intellectu­
als to develop social and politi­
cal theories to recapture the 
leadership o f  the world once 
dom inated by black people. 
They must devise measures to 
block, from  leadership, the 
class o f  corrupt incompetence 
who have destroyed African 
peoples and institutions over 
the past half century.

He charged African leaders 
to learn from the examples o f 
China, India and other victims 
o f imperialism on how to restore 
the ir country  to a position  
where they control their social, 
political and economic desti­
nies. “These leaders must think 
in terms o f  their nations and 
con tinen ts, not g lo rify  re­
gional, ethnic and religious 
warlords, thieves and degen­
erates,” he added.

W ilmot lam ented that al­
though African leaders are the 
worst time keepers in the world, 
they wear the most expensive 
watches, festooned with dia­
m onds and o ther p rec ious 
stones. “A  governor o f  one of 
N igeria’s oil rich states, with 
probably the highest proportion 
o f  poor people in the country, 
boasted o f  possessing a three 
million dollar watch, o f  which 
only three exist in the world, one 
owned by the Sultan o f Brunei,” 
he lamented further.

The Inspector-General o f  Police, Mr. Sunday Ehindero briefing the journalists on the meeting with President Obasanjo 
with senior officers held at the State House, Abuja ...yesterday Pic: Joe Oroye

Obasanjo uses South to blackmail
J  fenifere, the Ybruba so

/ §  cial political organisa- 
- * l t i o n ,  has accused Presi­
dent O lusegun O basanjo o f  
using the South to blackmail the 
North in order to surreptitiously 
achieve the ambition of extend­
ing his term in office beyond 
2007.

Speaking in an exclusive in­
terview with Daily Trust at the 
weekend, the Afenifere national 
publicity secretary, Yinka 
Odumakin, alleged that President 
Obasanjo was behind the North- 
South dichotomy, bv planting 
his supporters in the South- 
South Leaders Forum as well as 
the Arewa Consultative Forum 
(ACF). in a bid to heighten the 
political tension that will enable 
him to easily implement a third

North -Afenifere
From Samson Ojo,

Correspondent (Lagos)
term agenda.

According to him, last year’s 
Southern Leaders Forum spon­
sored by the Enugu state gover­
nor, Chimaroke Nnamani, was not 
actually a Southern Leaders Fo­
rum but a “Presidency agenda 
with a mandate given to Nnamani 
to ensure that the Presidency 
should stay in the South after 
2007.”

He revealed that the Enugu 
meeting convened by the gov­
ernor o f Enugu State. Nnamani, 
was sponsored by the Presi­
dency with N 150 million and be­

cause Nnamani failed to comply 
with the directive given to him, 
the “EFCC were dispersed to 
Enugu to start investigating 
him.”

The Afenifere declined to par­
ticipate in the meeting because, 
“we knew that it was a third-term 
forum not a Southern Leaders 
Forum. It was a Southern third- 
term forum and when you saw 
the uboquitione presence o f 
Aneni, Femi Fani-Kayode and 
others, it was dear who actually 
sponsored the meeting.”

Explaining the sudden deci­
sion of Governor Chimaroke of 
Enugu to support President

Obasanjo’s third-term bid against 
his earlier position, Odumekin 
stated that “it was a way of get­
ting the EFCC off his back.” 

Asked whether or not he be- 
lieves that President Obasanjo 
is actually behind the North- 
South dichotomy, the Afenifere 
scribe said, “the President is a 
military man, a strategist on 
Machiavellianism that uses the 
act o f deception to get what he 
wants.”

He added, “of course, if he is 
not promoting this thing and 
using the strategies, barelv ten 
months to the next general elec­
tions, the President has not spo­
ken on whether or not he is go­
ing for the third term, but all the 
body language have shown that 
he wants to stay.”

Hisba is victim of 
Obasanjo’s 3rd term - VBA

One-time chairman o f  the 
Nigerian Bar Associa 
tion (N B A ), K aduna 

State, Barrister Aliyu Umar, has 
said political considerations 
w ere  b eh in d  the fed e ra l 
government’s attempts to ban 
the Hisba corps in Kano State.

H e to ld  D aily  Trust in 
Kaduna at the weekend that the 
federal government is not com­
fortable with the anti-third term 
agenda o f  the Kano state gov­
ernor, Malam Ibrahim Shekarau . 
which is why both the Inspec- '■ 
tor-General o f  Police and the 
M inister o f  Information came 
out to discredit the Hisba, the 
Shari 'a enforcement corps.

Aliyu said section 11 o f  the 
1999 constitution provides that 
state Assemblies should make 
laws forpublic order and good 
governance which is what the 
Kano State Assembly did and 
is being implemented by the 
governor.

“The law  and the Hisba 
corps has been in Kano state 
for over two years. Zamfara has 
a similar outfit for the past six 
years and nobody said any­
thing, so w hy now ?” Aliyu 
wondered.

From Sani Bahadi >ko»
in Kadi ■

He said even i k  Sh.:ri’a 
law or Hisba for at»on was 
against the federa i\*. t a as 
not for the federal g> >\emnient 
to declare it illegal but the Su­
preme Court.

Aliyu said the allegation by 
the federal government that the 
Hisba was being trai ned for Is­
lamic Jihad was untenable and 
ridiculous even it' somebody 
has written seeking .in stan ce  
on its behalf.

He said nothing 'tops the 
Hisba from seeking foreign as­
sistance just as other tion-go\ - 
e rn m en ta l o rg an isa tio n s  
(NGOs) have been asking and 
receiving foreign assistance.

“The mention o f Abia b\ the 
federal govemmen; i-inciden­
tal but we all know that both 
Abia and Kano sta:. go \em - 
ments are against i 'basanjo's 
third term bid.

“Shekarau is right to insist 
that the Hisba corps is a legal 
entity and unless anu until the 
Kano State House ot Assem­
bly repeal that law it is set 
aside by the Suprcnu >urt.the 
corps remains,” .\li> i. added.

Cartoon: Ulama ask FG to 
sever ties with Denmark

R e lig io u s  le a d e rs  in 
Yobe state have joined 
o th e rs  a c ro ss  th e  

w orld to protest against the 
recent blasphem ous cartoon 
pub lished  in D enm ark and 
Norway, asking the federal 
governm ent to cut o ff  b ilat­
eral relations with Denmark 
and Norway in the interest o f  
peace and harmony.

This p osition  w as taken 
th rough a com m unique is­
sued yesterday after a jo in t 
m eeting  o f  the Yobe state 
Ministry o f  Religious Affairs, 
Islamic organisations, C hief 
Imams o f  Jum a’at and state 

| m osques^ security , am ong 
others, over the blasphem ous 
cartoon which caricatured the 
Prophet M uham m ad (SAW).

T he com m unique signed 
by  th e  C h ie f  Im am  o f  

j D a m a tu ru , S h e ik h
Muhammad Shettima Ibrahim, 
among others, after a meeting 
presided  over by the Yobe 
state Com m issioner for Reli­
g ious A ffairs, U staz H udu 

i M oham m ed, condem ned the 
| b lasphem y in strong term s 

and called on M uslims in the 
state to boycott all products 
m ade by Denmark and N or­
w ay and urged the federal 

j governm en t to  severe  ties 
j with the two countries.

“The meeting unanimously 
condem ned the recent satire 
p u b lis h e d  by  th e  D an ish  
m agazine depicting the Holy 
Prophet M uham m ad (SAW) 
as a terrorist.” Consequently, 
the m eeting resolved “that a 
letter be written to Mr. Presi­
dent through the state gov­
ernor o f  Yobe, calling on the 
President to extend our an­
noyance to the Danish- and 
N orw egian em bassies, Iha‘ 
th e  fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t 
should boycott all bilateral re­
la tions w ith D enm ark  and 
Norway.”

The com m unique, which 
described the act as unfortu­
nate, said the cartoon was ca­
pable o f  th reaten ing  w orld 
peace and security, but how­
ever, ca lled  on M uslim s in

From Isa Umar C. usaii,
Correspondent iDn» iturui

Yobe state to exercise vstraint 
in reflecting their disapr>ro\ al 
in order to avoid ac t' at will 
breach public peace ,md se­
curity, stating that Is n is a 
peaceful religion tha: accom ­
modates all persons pi \ i Jed 
such people do not „ >ntra- 
vene the principles ot Mam.

Earlier, the C o m m t"io n er 
for Religious Affair-- s ta / 
Hudu M ohammed, h . . 'a id  
that the b lasphem ou ' ->ubli- 
cations were aimed at p c o k ­
ing M uslims across the world 
so as to label them as terror­
ists.

He noted that enem ies o f 
Islam, m any o f  whom are in 
the W estern world, w con­
tinue to do things tha- will 
provoke Muslims so as to tar­
nish their image.

“The relevance o f  Prophet 
M uhammad (SA W ) to c cry 
M uslim  is beyond empn isis, 
and will rem ain as said. and 
whoever ridicules the P- >nhet 
is liable to being killed in ac­
cordance with Islamic ini unc­
tions,” Hudu added.

He noted that even if  the 
b la sp h e m o u s  c a r to o n is ts  
defy being killed, they will 

never live in peace as various 
calamities will befall them

Sultan Maccido
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Seven docked over exportation
V

of Radioactive materials
S ev e n  su sp e c ts  h av e  

been arraigned before 
a federa l h igh court 

for allegedly exporting som e 
r a d io a c t iv e  m a te r ia l s  
[ d e p le te d  is o to p e s ]  
d isgu ised  and m isdec lared  
a s  ‘ m o u ld  r e t u r n ’ f ro m  
N ig e r ia  to  th e  U n i te d  
K in g d o m  w ith o u t p ro p e r  
a u th o r i z a t io n  f ro m  th e  
governm ent.

T h e  s u s p e c ts  w h o  a re  
s ta n d in g  tria l on  an  e ig h t 
coun t charge cou ld  n o t take 
th e ir  p le a  as  fo u r  o f  th e  
a c c u s e d  p e r s o n s  w e re  

a b s e n t  in  c o u r t  an d  th e  
m atte r had to be ad journed  
pend ing  the ir apperance.

T h e  s u s p e c ts  in c lu d e  
O n w u g b u ta  k in g s le y ,  
G re e n w ic h  M a r i t im e  
A gencies N igeria L im ited; a 
c o m p a n y ; O k ey  O m o d u , 
S u n d a y  U b a n io c h a , SG S  
In s p e c tio n  S e rv ic e  L T D , 
G era ld  Van A sw eg en  and 
B ert R am sden.

T h e  c h a rg e  sh ee t m ade  
a v a i la b le  to  D a ily  Trust 
r e v e a le d  th a t  th e  f i r s t  
a c c u s e d  p e r s o n ,
O nw ugbu ta  K ingsley , w ho 
resides at N o 16. R ailw ay  
c lo s e ,  D / l in e .  P o r t 
H a r c o u r t ,  G re e n w ic h  
M aritim e A gencies situated  
at the sam e address , O key 
O m odu and  the o ther four 
a c c u s e d  p e r s o n s ,  on  
N o v e m b e r  2 9 , 2 0 0 4 . a t 
Lagos, consp ired  to com m it 
felony to w it: exporta tion  o f  
som e R adioactive m aterials 
[ d e p le te d  is o to p e s ]  
d isgu ised  and m isdec lared  
as  'm O u ld  r e t u r n ’ f ro m  
N ig e r ia  to  th e  U n ite d  

.k in g d o m  an d  th e r e b y  
c o m m ite d  an  o f f e n c e  
con tra ry  to  section  516 o f  
the crim inal code A ct and 
pun ishab le  under the sam e 
A ct.

C o u n t 2 s ta te s  th a t the  
a c c u s e d  p e r s o n s  h a d  
expo rted  the said nateria ls  
vli,t’h o u i ', i  r  p re.- sh  ip m d  n t^  
ins'pdctfon M'Wr-v kTetf for1.

r . J .

By Ruby Rabiu, Senior 
Reporter 

u n d e r  th e  te rm s  an d  
c o n d itio n s  o f  th e  E x p o rt 
L ic e n c e  b y  th e  N ig e r ia n  
N u c le a r  R e g u la to r y  
A uthority  and so com m itted  
a n  o f f e n c e  c o n t r a r y  to  
sections 21 [5], 41 and 42 
o f  the N u clear S afety  and 
R a d ia tio n  P ro te c tio n  A ct 
w hich  is pun ishab le  under 
sec tio n  45[ 1 ] [a& b]&  [3] 
o f  the sam e A ct.

C o u n t 3 s ta te s  th a t the

B e r t  R a m s d e n ,  h a d  
t r a n s f e r r e d  s e c u r i ty  
responsibility  o f  radioactive 
m a te r ia l s  to  th e  f i r s t  
a c c u s e d  w i th o u t  v a l id  
authorization /  license w hich 
is in v io la tion  o f  te rm s and 
c o n d it io n s  o f  th e  e x p o r t 
l ic e n s e  b y  th e  N ig e r ia n  
N u c le a r  R e g u la to r y  
A uthority  [N N R A ],

C o u n t 5 s ta te d  th a t th e  
seven accused  persons had 
h a n d le d  th e  m a te r ia l s  
w ithout au thorization  from

L agos a irp o rt w h ich  is in 
v io la t io n  o f  th e  IA E A  
regulation  for safe transport 
o f  m ateria ls  w h ile  coun t 8 
a l le g e d  th a t  th e y  h a d  
disguised the m aterials so as 
to  avoid  paym ents o f  som e 
cu sto m s charges.

A t the proceedings before 
Ju stice  S teven  A dah o f  the 
federal h igh  c o u r t , the  6^  
an d  a c c u se d  p e rso n s  
w e re  a b s e n t a s  th e y  a re  
fo re igners and  have since 
re tu rn e d  to  th e ir  v a r io u s

a llo w  th o se  su sp ec ts  w ho 
w ere  ab sen t to  re tu rn  and 
face trial and also enable the 
p ro se c u tio n  to  am en d  the 
c h a rg e  sh e e t s in c e  th o se  
w h o  w ere  in  co u rt m ig h t 
have th e ir  nam es rem oved 

C o u n s e l  to  th e  th r e e  
accused  persons in court . 
Mr. S ik iru  O ke, had  m oved 
a m otion  fo r the bail o f  the 
su sp e c ts  a d d in g  th a t th e \ 
have b een  in po lice  custods 
since th e ir  arrest.

B ut the app lica tion  w as

Men o f  the Nigerian Police Force out to combat crime in the FCT... recently
s u s p e c ts  h a d  c o n s p ire d ,  
h a n d le d  a n d  tra n s p o r te d  
R adioactive M ateria ls from  
P ort H arcourt to  Lagos in 
v io la tion  o f  section  77 [I & 
j]  o f  N ig eria  B asic  Ionizing 
R ad ia tion  R egu la to ry  2003 
[N IB B R ]  w i th o u t  v a l id  
au th o rity  by  the  N ig erian  
N u c le a r  R e g u la to ry  
A u th o r i ty  a n d  th e re b y  
com m itted  an offence.

NNRA.
C o u n t 6 sa id  th a t th e y  

h a d  e x p o r te d  th e  i te m s  
th ro u g h  M u r ta la
M o h am m ed  In te rn a tio n a l 
A irport w hich is in violation 
o f  the term s and cond itions 
o f  the export license by the 
NNRA.

C ount 7 alleged that the 
seven accused  persons had 
consp ired  and repackaged

'C o u n t?  41 aVWg'etf1 tHaf"/l . a  .in f ■ oq i
w r i a l s i t

V v« y ss , w

co u n tries .
T h e  D ire c to r  o f  P u b lic  

P rosecution , (D P P) Salihu 
A liyu, had urged the court 
to  p r e v a i l  o n  th e  th r e e  
suspects before the court to 
take the ir plea, add ing  that 
s in c e  th e  o th e r s  w e re  
foreigners, they m ight not 
return  to  stand trial.

C o u n s e l  to  th e  5*" 
a c c u s e d ,,  M r. A b io d u n  

a s k trd '- th c 'i 'c I 3, J " ( f . j b ' J c r OC'it ?a
coUjTj jto

opposed  by the counsel 
th e  f e d e ra l  g o v e rn m e  
S alihu  A liyu, w ho said  t 
the o ffences for w hich 
accused  persons are bei 
arra igned  arc grievous oi 
a n d  th a t  th e y  ca rr>  
m in im u m  s e n te n c e  ol 
years.

J u s t ic e  S te v e n  A d 
adjourned the case to Mai 
6 , to enab le  the foreign 
who.arw^UCiKditoihfn a i
tfWf'feMi refry <tf)rt1e Jni

t ij ■ > ji ■ n Mc/ni £ii -&• o
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POLICE COMMISSIONERS TELEPHONE Nl MBERS

C R 1 J V I E  4&  -P^IlNnESM IV B K IN T
Suspected assassin 
throws weapon into
river to avoid arrest

I. Abia State 088-222868, 088-220073
2. Adam aw a State 075-674012, 624012
3. Akwa Ibom State 085-200008, 201711
4. Anambra State 048-550022
5. Bauchi State 077-6542621
6. Bayelsa State 089-490060, 490132
7. Benue State 044-532962, 044-553015

• 8. Bomo State 076-232915, 232043 <
9. Cross River State 087-231101, 230663
0. Delta State 956-281485, 280441<

II . Ebonyi State 043-25134, 20325
12. Edo State ; 052-253798, 253520
13. Ekiti State 030-250000, 250709
14. Enugu State j 042-250335, 042-256257;
15. Gombe State' 072-223135,221158
16. Imo State 083-233343, 083-2307113
17. Jigawa State 064-721138, 721128
18. Kaduna State ‘062-249762, 062-245653
19. Ka no State 064-645862, 646469
20. Katsina State 065-431703, 430914
21. Kebbi State, 068-321585, 320254
22. Kog i State ‘ 058-220999, 250709
23. Kwara State 031-221612 :
24. Lagos State 01-4960200,4962157
25. N asaraw a State 047-221349
26. Niger State 066-221496, 066-221903
27. Ogun State 039-241500, 243117
28. Ondo State 034-240109
29. Osun State 035-243363, 240330 .
30. Oyo State 02-2412824, 2412322
31. Plateau State 073-45 7969, 073-451968
32. Rivers State 084-23347, 236471
33. Sokoto State 060-232896, 2335375 080-34228561
34. Ta raba State 079-222550, 223124
35. Yobe State 076-522141, 522145
36. Zam fara State 063-202603
37. FCT Abuja 09-2341800

From Lawal Ibrahim,
Katsina

By Abdulwahab Deji Ajikobi

T he co m m u n al s tr ife  
b e tw e e n  th e  B ia ra  
com m unity and their 

neighbours at B Dere village, 
has  a s su m e d  a n ew  
d im e n s io n , as s u sp e c te d  
assassins allegedly hired by 
the B. D ere peop le to  kill 
some m em bers o f  the other 
com m unity w ere arrested by 
the police at K por division in 
the Gokana local government 
area o f  Rivers state.

O n e o f  th e  a r re s te d  
suspects identified as Uche 
G barata o f  Bera com munity, 
threw  his locally m ade pistol 
into the river, immediately he 
d iscovered  that the po lice 
had closed in on him . The 
police said the 'su spec t was 
try ing  to  destroy  ev idence 
against him , but could  not 
succeed as one live cartridge 
was recovered from  him.

The police in Port H arc­
ourt said the other two arres­
ted  su sp e c ts  a re  B aritudo  
Chani o f  M ogho com m unity 
and B araila Viko o f  Bom u 
community, all in the Gokana 
local governm ent area.

T h e  p o lic e  p u b lic  
relations officer in the state, 
D S P  I re ju  B a ra s u a , in  a 
s ta te m e n t sa id  th e  s ta te  
c r im in a l in v e s t ig a t io n  
departm ent is conducting a 
thorough investigation as to

From Ikenna Emeka Okpam
Bureau Chief, Port Hare < mu

the m ission o f  the suspe^ed  
assassins and kidnappers in 
Biara community.

The two com m unitie ' o f  
B iara and B. Dere have been 
having a running battle over 
the ow nership o f  farm lands 
in som e parts  o f  the area, 
le a d in g  to  a t ta c k s  and 
kidnappings on both sides ot 
the conflict.

In another developm ent, 
the police have recovered 12 
locally m ade single double 
barrel guns from  suspected 
m em bers o f  a cult group in 
Port Harcourt. The reco\ er\ 
follow ed the arrest o f  four 
su spected  m em bers o f  the 
group. A  statem ent from the 
police in Port H arcourt '.-.id 
th e  su sp e c ts  a r re s te d  are 
Sunny Bekanwa, Suana Ikeh. 
Daniel Ipoaka and Nwibara 
M enebe.

T h e  a r r e s te d  c u l t is ts  
allegedly threatened the life 
o f  a m em ber o f  the public, 
who is also alleged to have 
been involved in cult related 
activities.

T h e  p o lic e  a re  s ti l l  
investigating the m atter and 
would soon charge them ror 
illegal possession o f  firearms 
and cu lt related activities

A cross section o f  vandals o f  NEPA high tension cables detained in Kuje Prison paraded before newsmen during the 
management o f  NEPA tour o f  their facility  in Abuja ...recently. Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje.

Two jailed for vandalising
A;/ T L  s

n  A b u ja  c h i e f  
m agistrate yesterday 

..sentenced tw o m en 
to tw o years im prisonm ent 
each with an option o f  N3,000 
fine for the charges o f  crim ­
in a l c o n s p ira c y , v a n d a -  
lisation o f  NNPC pipeline and 
illegal dealing in petroleum  
products.

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  
presiding m agistrate, Usman 
A h m ad , th e  c o n v ic ts  
O zichukw u O konkw o and 
Jo sh u a  P a tr ic k , all o f  no 
definite address, w ere found

NNPC pipeline
guilty under section 97 o f  the 
p en a l co d e  and  se c tio n  7 
subsections A and B o f  the 
M iscellaneous O ffences Act, 
Cap 410 laws o f  the Federal 
Republic ofN igeria.

N a rra tin g  to  the cou rt 
h o w  th e  c o n v ic ts  w ere  
arrested  by the po lice , the 
p ro secu ting  po lice  officer,

A ssistant Superintendent o f  
Po lice , A SP Joseph  O nuh, 
sa id  th e  v a n d a ls  w ere  
arrested at m idnight in Abaji 
area council o f  the : Federal 
C apital Territory, A buja by 
A ssistant Superintendent o f  
P o lic e  (A S P ) M a n a g e r  
F ergus, a un it com m ander 
a ttach ed  to  the P etro leum  
P ro d u c ts  M a rk e tin g  
C om pany  (P P M C /N N P C ),

Police man kills one at wedding
A  police man has shot 

/ \  d ea d  o n e  M a lam  
J '  \ S u le im a n  S ale  and  
mjureaone other in Farin Haki 
v il la g e  o f  D u ts i lo c a l 
governm ent area o f  K atsina 
state. The police officer was 
a lleg e d  to  have  d isag reed  
w ith festive villagers w hile 

| trying to abort a w edding in 
the late hours o f  the night.

D a ily  Trust in v e s t i ­
gations revealed that a five 
man police patrol team led by 
one Sergeant Baffa M a’aji, 
wertf on patrol; du ty  w hen 
they heard drum m ing inside 
the village and headed in that 
direction only to d iscover it 
w as a w ed d in g  o cc as io n . 
They ordered them to stop as 
it was illegal and contrary to 
th e  S h a r i’a le g a l sy s tem  
enforced in the area m oreso 
at the night hours o f  the day.

T h e  s o u rc e  in fo rm e d  
Daily Trust that the landlord 
then apologised to the police 
and tipped them  w ith some 
m oney at w h ich  po in t the 
p o lic e  te a m  le f t  o n ly  to  
s u r fa c e  an d  a sk  fo r  an 
additional sum which later led

to a d isagreem ent betw een 
the peop le and the po lice, 
subsequently a corporal fired 
a sh o t w h ic h  k il le d  the  
d eceased  an d  in ju re d  one 
Idris Suleiman.

H ow ever, w hen  co n ta ­
cted, the police public relat­
ions officer, SP Adamu Yusif, 
con firm ed  the shoo ting  o f  
late M alam Suleiman Sale but 
d isp u te d  th a t in a d e q u a te  
m oney given to the officers 
w as a re a so n  fo r  th e ir  
behaviour but according to 
him, the investigation is yet 
to  c o n f irm . H e h o w e v e r  
la m e n te d  th e  u n e th ic a l 
conduct o f th e  police officer.

T he p o lic e  spo k esm an  
said the shooting was occas­
io n e d  by  a d is a g re e m e n t 
a r is in g  fro m  th e  v il la g e  
resistance to allow  the police 
pick their ring leaders who 
w ere drum m ing in the late 
hours o f  the m idnight.

He also disclosed that the 
in v e s tig a tio r t  is y e t to  
confirm who actually fired the

gun betw een Sergeant Baffa 
M a’aji and Corporal Adam u 
Garba, as the only two offi­
cers in the team  w ith  live 
am m u n itio n . He h o w ev er 
c o n f irm e d  th e  a r re s t and  
deten tion  o f  both  officers, 
pend ing  the conclusion  o f  
the police investigations over 
the matter. J h e  officers are 
however claim ing protection 
u n d e r  F o rp e  O rd d r 237  
bordering on se lf  defence.

F e d e ra l T ask  F o rc e  on  
Vandalisation.

The convicts, according 
to the prosecution, w ere also 
caugh t w ith  50 litres je rry  
cans at the scene o f  the crime.

T h e  p ro s e c u to r  a d d e d  
that w hen the two suspects 
were interrogated at the police 
station, they could not give 
any reaso n ab le  accoun t o f  
how  th e y  cam e ab o u t the 
tools they w ere caught with 
at the pipeline sites.

The suspects w ho w ere 
noti r e p re s e n te d  by  an y  
counsel, p leaded guilty to the 
chatges and asked the court 
to tem per justice w ith mercy.

jThe p ro se c u tio n  u rged  
th e  c o u h  to  try  th e m  
sum m arily under section 157 
subsection l o f  the crim inal 
procedure code (CPC).

. The presiding ch ief m agi­
strate sentenced the accused 
to  two years im prisonm ent 
each or in the alternative, pay 
an option o fN 3 ,000  fine.

Pastor’s driver 
disappears with car
A-pastor o f  one o f  the 

n e w ; g e n e ra tio n
  ^ c h u r c h e s  in  P o rt
H arcourt islsearching for his 
driver and h is car, after the 
d river w ho was sent on an 
errand has .not been seen.

Rev. Aik Ibinibo who has 
rep o rted  the m atter; to  the 
p o lice , sa id  he is w orried  
about the w hereabouts o f  his 
driver w hodisappeared  with 
his P eugeo t 306 cai[ since 
February 2; i

T he ue  cat] h as

reg istra tion  num ber R ivers 
D D 871 > P H C , e n g in e  
num berPSA 046423220 and 
C h a s s is  n u m b e r
V F37B k6D 833055487 .T he 
d riv er’s! nam e was given as 
Nwaigwe o f  Igbodo village in 
E tche lpcal governm ent o f  
Rivers state.

The police have called on 
m em bers o f  the public with 
relevant inform ation on the 
w h ereab o u ts  o f  the  d riv e r  
and the! car to report to the 
nearest jpolice station.
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C : R I  IVf E  &  P U N I S H M E N T  
Seven students arrested for 

possessing Indian hemp
S even senior secondary 

sc h o o l s tu d e n ts  in 
Delta State have been 

arrested  fo r alleged ly  p o s­
s e s s in g  a su b s ta n c e  s u s ­

pected to be Indian hem p.
The arrest was m ade at the 

weekend at St. M ichael’s Col­
lege. Oleli. in Igoko South 

counciT area.

Man bags 60 
days for stealing 

motorcycle
O n e  S a le  S an i o f  

D urum i v illage in 
A buja w as yester­

day sentenced to  60 days in 
p rison  by an .Abuja C h ie f  
M agistrate for stealing a mo­
torcycle.

The prosecutor. Corporal 
A m iko Obed, told the court 
that the police received the 
report o f  a stolen motorcycle 
at Utako ‘B ’ Division from one 
M ohammed who said that his 
motorcycle (Jincheng m otor­
cycle), worth N 60.000 was 
snatched by the accused per­
son and one other who is pres­
ently at large.

He added that the accused

By Benjamin Auta.
Reporter

was, however, arrested while 
fleeing on the rhotorcycle af­
ter he had an accident with 
the same motorcycle.

The accused person (Sale 
Sani), pleaded guilty to the 
charges and was summ arily 
tried by the court under sec­
tion 107 (1) o f  the Criminal 
Procedure Code (CPC).

W hile giving judgem ent in 
the case. M agistrate Akani 
Idayat, w arned the accused 
from  such acts as she sen­
tenced him without an option 
o f  fine.

A so u rce  in the sch o o l 
to ld  th e  N ew s A gency  o f  
N igeria (N A N ) that the sus­
p e c ts  h ad  u se d  th e  su b - 

Stance Co cook their mea) o f 

beans porridge.
The source said  the s tu ­

dents, num bering m ore than 
10, carried out the act under 
a tree in a bush behind the 
school during labour period.

The boys had earlier sto­
len a fowl belonging to the 
vice-principal after gathering 
beans and other condim ents 
for the porridge, the source 
said.

T h e  s u s p e c ts  w ere  
rounded up when som e other 
students who perceived the 
aroma o f  the boiling porridge
alerted the school authorities 
and the police.

The source added that the 
o ther suspects escaped but 
seven were nabbed and some 
quantity o f  the suspected In­
dian hem p recovered from  
them.

The D ivisional Police O f­
ficer in charge o f  O leh, M r 
M ichael Akhigbe, confirmed 
the incident, saying it was 
being investigated.

Police to pay N500,000 for 
unlawful detention

Tt
-1~ T

he Nigeria Police Force 
has been o rdered  to 
pay NSW  m -  

p)a iy  damages for the unlaw ­
ful arrest and detention o f  the 
National Publicity Secretary 
o f  the A fenifere, Mr. Yinka 
Odumakin.

In h e r  ru lin g , Ju s tic e  
Yetunde Idowo also ordered 
that the Lagos State Com m is­
sioner o f  Police should ten­
der a letter o f  apology to the

Adelanwa Bamigbo\ e,
in Lagos

com plainant for the unlawful 
arrest ancT cferenndn.

“I hold that the arrest and 
detention was not in accor­
dance with the law," Justice 
Idowu said.

A c c o rd in g  to  h er. th e  
p la in tiff  w as not inform ed 
about the allegation that w ar­
ranted his arrest and deten­

tion hence he is entitled to 
an apology and com pensa­
tion from the appropriate au­
thorities.

Z V  f/w s l bc)d that funda­
mental human rights formed 
the live wire o f  the constitu­
tion o f  any country, adding 
that because it is the supreme 
law o f  the land, it must be 
g u ard e d  and m u st no t be 
toyed with by governm ent or 
its agents.

Child slavery syndicate 
discovered in Jos

A  sy n d ic a te  th a t 
specialises in child 
s la v e ry  has been  

discovered in Plateau State.
The traditional ruler o f  Jos, 

Gbong Gwom Jos, Dr. Victor 
Pam (DIG retired), disclosed

From Rakiva A.
Muhammed. in Jos

this while on a tour o f  Plateau 
North Senatorial district.

The royal father said the 
syndicate was discovered in 
B erom land, w arned people 
a g a in s t en g a g in g  in such  
acts. *

He called on people o f  the 
s ta te  to  e n su re  th e y  are  
counted in the forthcom ing 
National Census whi le urging 
the district heads under his 
domain to m obilise their sub­
jects for the exercise.

Dr. V ictor Pam urged the 
youths to always be united

the area w here youths who 
were aggrieved over the ac­
tivity o f  the National Electric 
Supply Com pany (NESCO), 
d id not follow  appropriate  
channel in presen ting  their 
grievances.

Teh royal father stressed 
the need for unity o f  purpose 
and obedience to constituted 
authorities at all times.

Chairman o f  Barkin Ladi lo­
cal governm ent. Mr. M oses 
Gwom Shill, who received the 
traditional ruler, described his 
visit as a very laudable initia­
tive.

A ccording to the council 
c h a irm a n , such  in it ia t iv e  
w ould keep the people close

Governor Joshua Dariye
JJL

and follow appropr ate chan 
c* . 1* l $ t W ' / lchieviW : / R 0toV,S c t1?  ^ e i r  traditional institutions 

. : \ '  0 ^ - W uL OJBic .iB lm S

A n alleged dealer on human parts right, caught by the police at Piwoyi ...recently

Family wants victim’s 
body exhumed

T Ihe family o f  late 23- 
year-old com m ercial 
m otorcycle operator, 

P e te r E de, a lle g e d ly  sho t 
dead by a N aval o fficer late 
last year, w an ts the Lagos 
S ta te  g o v e rn m e n t to  e x ­
hum e the body and hand it 
o v e r  to  th e m  fo r  p ro p e r  
burial.

Speaking on b eh a lf o f  the 
fam ily yesterday in Lagos, 
Mr. Nwabuike Edechime, a le­
gal practitioner, said it was 
sh o c k in g  to  h ea r  th a t the 
L ag o s  S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty  
Teaching H ospital had bur­
ied the deceased in a m ass 
grave w ithout notifying the 
family, the police or the navy.

E d e c h im e  w h o  a lle g e d  
th a t the m ove w as an a t­
tem pt to cover up the m ur­
der, also  ca lled  on the fed ­
e ra l g o v e rn m e n t, to  as a 
m atte r o f  urgency, set up a 
ju d ic ia l com m ission  to in ­
v e s t ig a te  th e  c i r c u m ­
s ta n c e s  s u r ro u n d in g  th e  
k illing  and ensure  that the 
naval o ffice r is b rought to 
book.

A ccord ing  to  him , the in-

From Bola Oguola, in
Lagos

alleged k iller is still serving 
in the N igerian  Navy, going 
a b o u t h is  b u s in e s s  ev e n  
though  the naval a u th o ri­
ties have convened  a court- 
m artial to try  the accused  
person .

The family, he said, is de­
m anding  tha t the N igerian  
N avy be m ade to pay a d ­
e q u a te  c o m p e n s a t io n  to  
them  and that the g o v ern ­

ed"
ac 'lu tz  jDi'oti Jzm n n  *1-0

J fjP W iiM tro ? ' (to il
ILui.'B orfv/ nnrtnoa

m ent shou ld  gu ide against 
a reoccurrence.

The late Peter Ede w as a 
f a c to ry  w o rk e r  w ith  th e  
N igerch in  C om pany  L im ­
ited, Ikeja, and a part-tim e 
student o f  B usiness A dm i n- 
is tra tion , L agos S tate  U n i­
versity , O jo.

O n the day he w as k illed , 
the d ec ea sed  in com pany 
o f  a fem a le  re la tio n , w as 
rid ing  his m otorcycle when 
he w as involved  in a crash 
w ith  the veh ic le  d riven b \ 

th e  n a v a l o f ­
ficer, Mr. Femi 
O dulani.

T h e  o f f ic e r  
allegedly cam c 
out o f  h is v e ­
h ic le  and  shot 
th e  d e c e a s e d  
in  th e  m o u th  
w ith  h is  s e r ­
v ice p isto l.

Enraged w it­
n e s s e s  a t ­
te m p te d  to  
m ob the naval 
o ffic e r  but he 
w a s  r e s c u e d  
by p o lic e m e n  

^ a p f ^ 'd ^ o . ^ " ,  
rt£ r> t itfcaffbjijtenk. „ r  
b->I T3tei rL id v mue. it
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Who’ll benefit from Soludo’s banking reforms
, T igerians have watched By Pilakvaa Vihi economically illogical in that it ’ Conflicting policies, for as an intended benefit of his The next challenge in •Nigerians have watched 

Professor Charles

S oludo’s banking
reforms, which kick-started on 
July 4, 2004 with keen interest. 
The reforms were generally 
overdue and Dr Joseph Sanusi 
had not only commenced them, 
but also nurtured them to near 
revolution before Charles Soludo 
came on board. Soludo’s 13- 
point agenda handled down to a 
Committee of Bankers on July 
4, 2004, however, marked a 
com plete departure from 
Sanusi’s approach. Two of the 
13-point em phasised re­
capitalisation and consolidation. 
Professor Soludo rationalised 
his decision with the statistics 
o f CBN’s quarterly industry 
performance report (June 2004), 
which had ranked banks based 
on CAMELS param eters 
loosely adopted by the CBN as 
part o f  best practices 
insupervision. It is not clear 
w hether the professor o f 
econom ics had bothered to 
validate his analysis through 
com parison with Annual 
Reports of both the CBN and 
the NDIC or even did a trend 
analysis covering three-four 
quarterly reports before taking 
his decision.

In any case, the erudite scholar ' 
concluded to the conviction of 
gullible Nigerians that by his 
decision, he had saved 34 banks 
from collapse. It took an 

informed journalist from one of 
the' dailies to 'advise the 
professor that banking was no 

judo; he should tread softly. The 
journalist probably did not read 
| the mood of his employers as 
jthey soon awarded the best 
jbanker o f  the year to the 
| professor. We are yet to be told 
| which criteria they used and who 
|the other contestants were.
| Between July and December 
2004. Soludo’s thesis, which 

|initially  appeared as policy 
I proposal, soon became law to 
the extent that whosoever dared 

| to sound contrary to it, no matter 
jhow. inform ed, becam e an 
instant enemy to be crushed.

! Public commentators and leading 
bankert, including the Chartered 
Institute of Bankers’ suggestion 
that banking institutions should 
be categorised into Mega, 
Medium and Small met with stiff 
opposition from the CBN, which 
is also believed to have 
influenced the N ational 
Assem bly to scuttle the 

jproposal. As ^ consequence, 
operators in the industry had to 

| swallow the bitter pills, more so,

By Pilakvaa Vihi
when the fangs of the Economic 
and F inancial Crim es 
Com m ission (EFCC) were 
handy tools to intimidate those 
considered recalcitrant. Matters 
were made worse when business 
decisiqns leading to properly 
packaged credits that had had 
to develop delinquency due to 
the prostrate economy had to 
be elevated to a criminal conduct 
notwithstanding that most of 
such loans were explained to 
have been used in executing 
government contracts that were 
held unpaid.

In fact, the main reason for 
abandoned contracts today is 
the governm ent’s refusal to 
honour its side of the bargain 
despite what probably went in 
to win such contracts. This 
attitude has even affected its 
(governm ent) liability  on 
pension commitment to retired 
civil servants who had served 
the country m eritoriously. 
Thank God for the third term 
budget that has sufficiently, 
emphasised the need to pay 
arrears o f pension and local 
contractors. It is our hope that 
the unfortunate bankers would 
not have died in EFCC 
detention camps before the 
budgeted sums are released to 
contractors to pay their 
commercial debts.

At the tim e o f  S oludo’s 
reforms, information available at 
the CBN vide its Banking 
Supervision Annual Report 
2004 tended to suggest 
significant improvement in the 
overall industry performance 
over 2002/2003 indicators. For 
instance, banks’ capitalisation 
averaged 14% as against the 
threshold o f  10%' o f  risk 
weighted assets. Deposit was at 
its peak with an even spread of 
over N25 billion for the first 60 
banks out o f about 90 in the 
system. Relatedly, loan growth 
was high, though with 
correspondently  high
delinquency rate, which can be 
explained away from the 
perspective of the state of the 
economy.

Soludo stated, as one of the 
reasons for the reforms, that the 
level o f  cap ita lisa tion  was 
inadequate to support 
developm ent and when 
compared with South Africa, 
Malaysia, Indonesia and Egypt, 
Nigeria could not stand any 
global competition. The thesis 
sounded in teresting  • but

economically illogical in that it 
failed to properly disclose to 
the governm ent the other 
imperatives for a functional 
banking system. In the same 
vein, Charles Soludo’s thesis 
failed to inform the government 
that a good number of banks 
held loanable funds (deposits) 
in excess of N25 billion if the 
threshold was the antidote to 
lending problem. In any case, if 
he was convinced that the real 
lending source (deposit as 
opposed to capital) was low, 
as a central banker and adviser 
to the government, he was duty- 
bound to find out what has 
persistently accounted for the 
low deposit base in the 
economy and whether such 
factors are within the control 
o f bankers. Solutions to the 
above posers would definitely 
have given the professor the 
bases to predicate his reforms 
on sustainable premises. Dr Ayo 
Teriba, one o f  the most 
celebrated economists in Nigeria 
today, has consistently posited 
that low savings that constitute 
core -deposit for lending stem 
from tne prostate economy. 
Soludo’s thesis appears to be 
criminally silent on the role of 
government in incentivating 
econom ic growth, by 
articulating policies that will not 
only encourage saving culture 
in Nigerians out to ensure its 
longer tenor. On the contrary, 
Soludo has tended to usurp the 
weak Finance Minister’s role by 
directing  which banks the 
public sector funds should go 
to or floating poorly designed 
higher naira denomination, with 
the cost o f campaign for the 
public acceptance in excess of 
its original production cost 
despite the growing need for 
cheque system and e-banking as 
m itigants against financial 
crimes and money laundering 
activities.
.  Being that as it may, the 
reality of the Nigerian business 
environment is that:

*The economy is shallow 
with harsh policies that are 
inimical to business growth and 
initiatives such as freauent 
recourse to monetary policies 
as tool'for economic planning, 
hacking down business 
premises, over-regulation or 
po litic isation  o f  business 
policy.

*High operating risk, with 
minimum mitigants, like high 
cost of transportation, absence 
o f security, inadequate basic 
infrastructure and high energy 
cost.

♦Conflicting policies, for 
instance, w'-’.ile fiscal policies are 
contractio i ary, m onetary 
policies ten: f3 move in direct 
opposite dirt ct- n

’ Lack of account uvlity at all 
levels o f  govern:.i ce with 
antiquated laws t' at have 
become business i nfriendly 
while m ultiple taxes, 
community levies and ransom 
levies hold sway.

*A legion o f inelegant 
National Assembly members 
whose knowledge of oversight 
functions regarding business 
support rules is suspect.

*A political leadership that 
alienates itse lf  from the 
generality of the public, thus, 
rendering information difficult 
to get out, among others.

_  El such an environment, no 
banking reforms, no matter how 
well<intentioned, will achieve the 
desired effect. Besides that, 
S o ludo’s approach o f 
consolidation and capitalisation 
as opposed to enabling 
environm ent, efficacy o f 
management and the institution 
of best practices based on the 
rule o f law has already spelt 
doom to the industry. Wrong 
management can deplete any 
amount of capital accumulation 
while good management can add 
value to any size o f 
shareholders’ fund.

Part of the regime’s reform 
was to eliminate small banks, 
which he referred to as family 
banks. In the end, he has made 
such banks not only to become 
bigger but also with firmer same 
family grip. In fact, he has even 
added a first generation/public 
bank to the list o f family banks 
(UBA Pic). Family practices will 
now be elevated as standard 
banking practices, thus, 
rendering the institution ofgood 
corporate governance difficult. 
Already, mundane labour issues 
like appropriate basic academic 
qualifications for staff members 
have become major industrial 
problem s when in fact, the 
precipitators of such problems 
themselves lack basic banking 
qualifications to practise 
banking at the level they are. In 
any case, state universities and 
polytechnics graduates are 
therefore the immediate victims 
of the reforms.

The absence of good business 
prospects has informed most of 
the so-called mega banks to 
begin to route for business in 
the neighbouring countries 
where the environment is much 
friendlier. It is debatable whether 
the professor would regard that

as an intended benefit o f his 
reform s. M eanwhile, the 
industiy has lost, at least, one 
third oi its qualified workforce 
to Europe, America and other 
African countries as economic 
refugees.

Most o f the small banking 
institutions were merchant 
.v>.nks jest licensed as universal 
ba.,ki n 2000. They are at their 
forma stages in terms of 
niche foe s anf targets, which 
rendered ,.ie.n i!' prepared to 
face Soludo’s c ’ a’ienges of 
capitalisation an 1 mei \ \ s  a 
direct consequence, a ood 
number of them have I.e. *«■: 
suffer hemorrhage leadin ' . > 
insolvency. The depositors i : 
licking the wounds o f  ' ic 
reforms.

Closely followed are regiona, 
banks that were established to 
fill the nee-gap o f their 
respective locations due to the 
hesitation of established banks 
to make credits available. Bank 
of the North is one o f such 
banks. Compelling it to merge 
is tantamount to denying tne 
Northern region their economic 
identity, and by extension 
deprivation in the emerging 
Nigeria. In fact, it will trigger 
agitation for state authorisation 
to begin to grant licences to 
state banks as it is the practice 
in the United States.

S oludo’s reform s have 
tended to freeze liquidity. 
Although media information 
abound on several billions that 
had been attracted in the 
country by the exercise. When 
related to the persistent failure 
of most banks, that ostensibly 
raised much from the market, 
to meet depositors’ demand, we 
are constrained to conclude that 
either such deposits had been 
converted to shares or the much 
talked-about inflow  was a 
sham. In any case, depositors 
whose deposits have been 
converted to shares, thus, 
precipitating illiquidity, are the 
immediate losers in the reform.

The next challenge in 
banks’ consolidation 
unplanned growth. Growth n 
any organisation is organic with 
inherent adjusting mechanis - o 
sustain it within the contev if 
an institution.

Unfortunately, while the poor 
depositors lick t . r 
consequential wounds, -he 
architect of their misfortjnt 
his neck filled with garland' f 
accolade for the wrong: 1 
reforms, which he uses a . -  g 
with his partners in the scan f 
economic reform to orchestra e 
sustenance through the th d 
term agenda.

1 would like to ad\ 
Nigerians that all hope is not 
'ost. Our God is a miracle (< •>: 
'h arles  Soludo mav h a \e  

subconsciously in itiated  a 
challenge to Nigerians. Alreadv. 
i "icepts in merger arranger . -t 
I • due diligence, pre-merger 
Ci/'^epts, and approval - i  
pri ciple - have become 
non ;hold topics at seminars 
necessitating awareness. The 
spate o f initial public o f 'e r 
(IPO) embarked upon bv bar.KS 
has afforded the public the 
opportunity to own shares in 
banks even though the 
anticipated benefits may not be 
immediate. The exercise has aiso 
triggered activities at the capital 
m arkets with its operators 
reaping bountifully. Charles 
Soludo should note, however, 
that Nigerians and indeed the 
international community are 
watching his reforms with mixed 
feelings. The spate of publu 
given to them bv the 
international community stems 
more from the need to note the 
pitfall o f the reforms and not 
their success. He should, 
therefore, reserve the awards 
taken in case he needs to retu~i 
them in the end.

M r Pilakyaa Vihi is a 
financia l consultant and a 
research student based in 
Abuja.

“Dr Ayo Teriba, one o f  the most celebrated  
economists in Nigeria today, has consistently- 
posited that low savings that constitute core 
deposit fo r  lending stem from  the prostate  
economy. Soludo’s thesis appears to be criminally 
silent on the role o f  government in incentivating 
economic growth, by articulating policies that 
w ill not only encourage saving culture in 
Nigerians but to ensure its longer tenor. ”

Appraising Governor Idris of Kogi
eadership is all about 
service delivery to the 

f people. Government at all 
levels is expected to provide a 
conducive-atmosphere for the 
citizens to  carry out their 
individual and collective 
engagements. These include 
subsidising agricultural inputs, 
enhancing business practices, 
provision o f functional and 
qualitative education, provision 
o f potable drinking w ater, 
provision o f good roads and 
provision o f qualitative and

affordable healthcare service to 
the people.

Kogi State which was created 
in 1991 is orje o f  the most 
com plex and sophisticated 
states in the country often 
referred to as the “Confluence 
S tate .” It is predom inantly 
inhabited by tne 1 galas to the 
East, Ebiras to the South and 
the Okun people to the West..

The diverse nature o f the 
state makes it one of the most 
difficult states to govern in the

“The diverse nature o f  the state makes it one o f  
the most difficult states to govern in the country. 
For any governor to succeed, therefore, in this 
state, he must combine the rare qualities o f  
Solomon, Wisdom; Socrates, Political Sagacity 
and the fear o f  God. When the present governor, 
Alhaji Ibrahim Idris, popularly called “Ibro” 
indicated his interest in the race in the year 2002, 
he was never given any chance, because he was 
seen as the “Dark Horse” among the pack o f  
aspirants. ” ________ _

country. For any governor to 
succeed, therefore, in this state, 
he must com bine the rare 
qualities o f Solomon, Wisdom; 
Socrates, Political Sagacity and 
the fear o f  God. When the 
present governor, Alhaji Ibrahim 
Idris, popularly called “Ibro” 
indicated^his interest in the race 
in the year 2002, he was never 
given any chance, because he 
was seen as the “Dark Horse” 
among the pack o f aspirants. 
How he swam through the 
murky waters of Kogi politics 
against all odds to become the 
state's Chief Executive is now 
history. Since he became the 
governor on May 29th 2003, 
there is no doubting the fact that 
he has impacted positively on 
the lives of the people.

Lokoja, whicn was more of a 
glorified local governm ent 
headquarters p rior to the 
inception o f  the present 
administration, is now wearing 
a new look, befitting the status 
of a state capital. All major roads 
within the confluence town are 
being dualised to ensure free 
flow of traffic. Residents whose 
houses were earm arked for 
demolition to pave way for the

project were paid 
compensations running inlo 
millions of naira. A multi-million 
naira ultra<modem market is also 
under construction in the state 
capital. This will no doubt 
enhance the com m ercial 
activities o f  the people and 
ultimately boost their economic 
status.

The recurring problem  o f 
water scarcity, which has been 
on for years, is now being 
tackled holistically through the 
expansion of the Lokoja Water 
Works and the replacement of 
obsolete and burst pipes.

Most of the health centres in 
the three senatorial zones have 
been upgraded to full-fledged 
General Hospitals while more 
basic health centres have been 
constructed , all aimed at 
bringing quality healthcare 
services closer to the people. At 
various tim es, governm ent 
purchased and distributed drugs 
and medicaments worth millions 
o f  naira, which were 
administered free o f charge in the 
state. , i . ’ • x  „

Since electricity plays an 
important role in the socio­
economic development o f anv

society, the Ibro administration 
has ensured that no fewer than 
five communities in the each of 
the 21 local government areas 
were electrified and connected 
to the National Grid. Massive 
road reconstruction programme 
aimed at opening up the rural 
areas have been embarked upon. 
This has enabled the government 
to tar at least five roads in each 
o f the three senatorial zones 
while others are ongoing.

In the area of education, the 
Ibro adm inistration  having 
realised  the im portance o f 
education as the key to every 
human success, embarked upon 
an aggi*essive reform in the 
education sector. Every well- 
meaning and honest person 
residing in the state knows that 
today, no parent is asked to pay 
or bring a desk to school for the 
use of his or her child. New 
blocks of classrooms have been 
built in most o f the primary and 
secondary schools in the state. 
The sta te polytechnic and 
university  have received 
"development grants’ to make 
them centres o f academ ic 
excellence. This perhaps
pvnlo’

of those of the courses at the 
state university by the Nation i 
Universities Commission.

The governm ent has 
purchased hundreds of tractor* 
while fertilisers were procured 
and sold to farmers at subsidised 
rate. These measures have gone 
a long way in boosting the 
economic capacity of the farmc's 
through increased agriculture 
yields.

Particular attention has bee- 
paid to the welfare o f civil 
servants, as they are the engine 
room through which governrru 
policies and programmes are 
actualised. Salaries are paid 
promptly while leave grants and 
other entitlem ents are no: 
a 1 lowed to accumulate.

Agreed that there is still roorr 
for improvement vis-a-vis Un­
available resources, the preset 
administration in Kogi State 
under the able leadership of id- - 
Ibrahim  deserves the 
commendation and support oi 
all Kojgites both at home and in 
the Diaspora. It will therefore 
not be out o f place to .call on a 
political gladiators to rallv 
round the governor.
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Y O U R  L E T T E R S

I t is p retty  obvious that 
even foreign observers, 
in c lu d in g  th e  W este rn  

m e d ia , c a n n o t h e lp  
c h u c k lin g  aw a y  a t th e  
p a ra d o x  o f  o u r d o m e s tic  
agenda: investing resources 
and lives o f  our soldiers to 
resolve conflicts in A frica 
while the third term agenda 
and the w orsening state o f  
violence in the N iger Delta 
are posing new challenges to 
the n a tio n ’s very  po litica l 
existence.

T h is  p a ra d o x  w as 
brilliantly captured by Lydia 
P o lg reen , a F oreign  D esk 
rep o rte r  o f  the New York 
Times (Jan. 23, 2006). She 
no ted  th a t w h ile  N iR eria  
assum es the con trad ic to ry  
role o f  being an “enforcer” 
a n d  “ e u a r a n to r ” o f
d em o cracy  in A frica , the 
virus o f  dictatorship did not 
die au tom atically  w ith the 
e le c tio n  o f  P re s id e n t 
O basanjo to office in 1999. 
A ccording to her, N igeria’s 
p o li t ic a l  c r is is , w h ich  is 
shaking the delicate balance 
o f  the nation’s unity, is not 
u n c o n n e c te d  w ith  the  
w id e s p re a d  s p e c u la tio n  
th a t.. .  “M r O basanjo  w ill 
seek to alter the constitution 
in order to run for a third term 
in office -  a possibility the 
P re s id e n t  h as  n o t ru le d  
o u t...”

The m anner the third term 
ag en d a  is o v ersh ad o w in g  
d o m e s tic  is su e s  o f  m ore  
relevance to the quality  o f  
life o f  the ordinary people 
a p p e a rs  to  c a p tu re  the  
c u r io s i ty  o f  fo re ig n  
observers. W hile N igeria is 
s im m e r in g  w ith  c r is e s ,  
largely created by the third 
term diversion o f  energy and 
s i le n t  e x p e n d itu re  o f  
r e s o u rc e s  to  se c u re  the  
unpopu lar pro ject, foreign 
o b s e rv e rs  w o n d e r  w hy 
N ig e r ia ’s ow n  d o m e s tic  
problem s could not be on the 
a g e n d a  at th e  ju s t-  
c o n c lu d ed  A frican  U nion  
(AU) sum m it in Khartoum , 
the Sudan, at a tim e Nigeria 
w as le a d in g  th e  p ea ce  
offensive in'DdrfUt, Ethiopia.

ln # l % ? « % a t r )

Nigeria’s priorities are misplaced
In the w ords o f  the l imes 

rep o rte r, th e re  is a d irec t 
c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  th e  
re n e w e d  v io le n c e  in  th e  
N iger D elta and the needless 
te n s io n  c re a te d  by the  
desperate am bition o f  third 
term  advocates. “T he tw o 
c rise s ,” she said , “are not 
e n t i r e ly  s e p a ra te . T he 
p o l i t ic a l  c o n fu s io n  has 
created the space for Delta 
m ilitants seeking m ore local 
con tro l over oil w ealth  to 
seize the national stage.”

Since the end o f  the June 
12 crisis o f  1993, no political
t s a u c  n a s  p u i  . ' i t g i / i i a  m i

te n te rh o o k s  in  re c e n t 
memory like the current third 
teim  com ioversv.

S u re ly , th e  is su e  has  
a lre a d y  p u t N ig e r ia n s  
p sycho log ically  at war. In 
other words, the level o f  fear 
a n d  d is t ru s t  a m o n g  the  
diverse elem ents that make 
up N ig e r ia ’s c o m p le x  
fe d e ra tio n  has b ee n  
exacerbated to a frightening 
d e g re e  as a re su lt  o f  the  
dangerous third term politics, 
in i t ia te d  by s e lf - s e e k in g  
loyalists or k itchen cabinet 
members o f  the president and 
his “ friends” and “adm irers” 
o u ts id e  th e  / i l i a .  T he 
s tr a te g y  o r  d e n ia l,  
concealment ot intention and 
the deliberate pol icy o f  either 
blackm ailing or breaking the 
political backbone o f  third 
te rm  o p p o n e n ts  has  on ly  
added to the confusion and 
tension in the land.

The curren t N iger D elta 
you th  v io len ce  is a lready  
taking its toll on the economy, 
b e c a u s e  N ig e r ia  is now  
losing 225,000 barrels o f  oil 
p e r  d ay  . a s  a r e s u lt  o f  
d is ru p te d  o u tp u t o f  
production . O ur p residen t, 
how ever, m ust be hum ble 
enough to em brace dialogue 
as Prof. Wole Soyinka has 
u rg e d . T h e re  can  be no 
m ilitary solution to a crisis 
that has political, econom ic 
and social dim ension. The - 
ai 1 itig l sritelr PH rrtje M fro Stef/ 

i M fJ \r jd l Shared; his ‘

n o -n o n sen se  p o stu re , w as 
eventually forced to em brace 
dialogue by reality, because 
h is  to u g h  la n g u a g e  an d  
bellicose strategies had only 
c o m p lic a te d  th e  I s ra e l i-  
Palestinian conflict.

President O basanjo has to 
change his tack and style in 
dealing with the potentiaily- 
dangerous cn s is  in the N iger 
D e lta  a n d  th e  te n s io n  
unnecessarily  generated  by 
his silently burning am bition 
to continue in office beyond 
2007 . A nd now  th a t he is 
re lie v e d  o f  the  b u rd en  o f  
mjiv mg/-liiii/dii jjiuuicnib, uc 
should concentrate his tim e 
and energy on dealing w ith 
dom estic issues. A  president

sh o u ld  n o t ju d g e  h is  
achievem ents m erely by the 
num ber o f  foreign conflicts 
he h a s  s o lv e d ; how  
successfu lly  he deals w ith 
the dom estic agenda is just 
as important.

H e sh o u ld  im b ib e  th e  
lesson o f  fo rm er P resident 
G eo rg e  B u sh , S n r o f  the 
U n ite d  S ta te s ,  w h o  w as 
decisively defeated by Bill 
C linton in 1992. D espite his 
argum ents that he liberated 
K u w a it fro m  the  g r ip  o f  
Saddam  Hussein o f  Iraq, the 
A m erican  vo te rs chose to 
juuge former rresiuen i »usn 
by h is dom estic  record  o f  
perform ance. H is 90-poin t 
popularity o r approval rating

after the decisive defeat o f  
Saddam Hussein in 1991 did 
n o t c u t an y  ice  w ith  th e  
A m erican voters w ho w ere 
m ore concerned  abou t the 
positive im pact o f  dom estic 
agenda o f  their leaders.

A ny p residen t tha t runs 
h is  c o u n try  o n  th e  
philosophy o f  know ing all 
the answ ers, o f  being w iser 
an d  o f  h a v in g  s u p e r io r  
morality will inevitably come 
to term s with his lim itations. 
No leader achieves effective 
d ia logue  w hen he is held  
hostage by  the  passion  to
iicai me suutiu ui ms uwn
voice while other members o f  
his audience are intim idated 
in to  s u o m is s io n  to  h is

opinions.
It is incredibly sad that the j 

en th u sia sm  and hope tha t i 
greeted the return o f  N igena J 
to  dem ocracy  in 1999 are | 
b e in g  s y s te m a tic a l! )  
u n d e rm in e d  by  th e  j 
p residen t’s cavalier style to j 
governance. A m an who was ] 
once viewed as the beacon 
o f  h o p e  is now  b e in g  
perceived with suspicion. I f  j 
o u r  p re s id e n t h ad  to  | 
condem n past leaders such 
as G enerals Babangida and 
Sani A bacha for insincerity.

ig,ci lano  VApvv-t u iin  lv u > v.

by his ow n standards.
D eji Omotunde, A pupa . 

Lugos.

Why the hate campaign against el-Rufai?
A s a citizen o f  Nigeria 

w ho has b ee n  re s i 
den t in the F edera l 

Capital Territory in the past 25 
years, I feel deeply pained by 
the grievous injury The News 
m agazine and other publica­
tions have been inflicting on 
the FCT M inister, M allam  
Nasir el-Rufai in recent times.

Since m y stay in Abuja in 
the past two and a h a lf  dec­
ades, I have seen several m in­
isters o f the FCT come and go, 
but none has equalled N asir 
el-Rufai in perform ance and 
sense o f  integrity.

W hen the m agazine’s 
edition o f  January 13, 2006 
cam e out with its cover story 
entitled “The el-Rufai scan­
dal: How FCT Minister Hired 
C ro o k ed  B a n k er  J im i 
L aw al,” I eagerly bought a 
copy to read and find out for 
m yself whether el-Rufai, who 
is my hero, has joined the train 
o f  those who seem determined 
to ruin Nigeria.

To m y im m ense relief, I 
found  th a t now here  in the 
story, *vas Jjhefle /any. concrete ., 
factijthat-tel‘-Rafai IVadJ-tfCefi' 
enpp h g d j n ^ ffh ipg ^ W - '*

dalous o r that Jim i Law al 
whom the m agazine dubbed 
a crook, had indeed done any­
thing crooked.

Rather, the story dwelled 
mostly on Mr Jimi Lawal’s so- 
called ugly past. I asked m y­
se lf w hat professional ju d g ­
ment was responsible for link­
ing el-Rufai w ith Jim i Lawal 
and associating him  w ith a 
scandal.

It is true that el-Rufai hired 
Jimi Lawal as a consultant 
over the sale o f  federal gov­
ernm ent houses in the FCT, 
b u t there is no m ention o f  
any facts that Jimi Lawal or 
el-Rufai had done anything 
wrong. The magazine merely 
w rote its cover story based 
on the rum our that M r Lawal 
had made away with one bil­
lion naira from the proceeds 
o f  the sale o f  the houses.

This rum our has been de­
bunked as false by the Spe­
cial Assistant to the FCT min­
ister on information and strat­
egy, A m ina Salihu, in a press 
conference.

Ifrthe maga^inexlid raatbe-io 
liefte W(i dehlffl atiy'tvrBnd-
, a i 'j  u c , o o ,i /i

el-Rufai, what anyone would 
expect to read about in that 
m agazine is concrete  ev i­
dence such as an audit query 
about m issing  m oney. But 
there is nothing o f  the sort in 
that m agazine’s cover story.

It is very  c lea r tha t the 
m agazine was merely using 
the nam e o f  the honourable 
minister to sell its product. In 
journalism , there is the dic­
tum  that personalities make 
the news and scandals sell a 
medium like hot cake.

But what the magazine had 
done to the personality and 
in te g r ity  o f  e l-R u fa i w as 
grossly unprofessional. As 
in d ic a ted  ea rlie r, the  real 
story on el-Rufai and Lawal 
do not m atch the scandalous 
headline. This surely is a vio­
lation o fjoum alistic  ethics.

A s a keen stakeholder in

the Nigerian project, I wish to 
advise the magazine and other 
media o f  mass communicatum 
to be carefu l lest they  get 
used by those m ischievous 
p eo p le  w ho h av e  ax e s  to 
grind w ith som e public offic­
ers.

N asir el-R ufai should be 
celebrated  for w hat he has 
been able to  achieve in his 
less than two and a h a lf  years 
tenure as minister o f  the F (T  
A nyone w ho has lived in the 
FCT before the com ing o f  el 
Rufai and now can tell the dif­
fe ren c e . A b u ja  is today  a 
m uch better place to  live in 
thanks to el-R ufai’s strength 
o f  character and sense o f  mis 
sion.

Gbenga Awoniyi, Abuja- 
based public  affairs com­
mentator.

Reactions to articles published in 
this paper may be directed to the 

editor via the entail address: 
edi to r(d da iiy trust, co m
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Graft: EFCC as exotic delicacy!
"I am from Mushere and we 

eat dogs, my brothers from  
Pankshin eat dogs also, likewise 
Anaguta and Berom; i f  these 
dogs come from Abuja again, we 
will eat them ” - Joshua Chibi 
Dariye

By now, it must be clear to 
all except perhaps the 
blind that the brouhaha 
between the Econom ic and 

Financial Crimes Commission 
(EFCC) and Joshua Dariye, the 
embattled governor o f Plateau 
State has reached an absurd if 
not bizarre dimension. Call it 
blackmail if you like, but the 
governor has finally shown why, 
in spite o f  the dam ning 
corruption and thoney 
laundering allegations against 
him, he has m aintained a 
confident mien to the extent that 
even when the allegations first 
broke, he casually proclaimed 
that those who hibernate in glass 
houses have no business 
throwing stones! Not a few 
people, least of all yours truly, 
took offence or greeted that 
statem ent w ith scorn and 
derision at the time, but not 
anym ore. There must be 
something that encouraged the 
lamb to laugh at the lion in its 
den, after all!

N o matter your take on the 
entire sordid affair, i f  you 
happened to be Joshua Dariye, 
governor o f a state like Plateau 
with its peculiar ecological 
problems, it is difficult not to 
develop the same gung-ho 
attitude to the activities o f 
federal agents investigating cases 
of corruption in your backyard, 
especially if you just happened 
to have shared more than a 
billion and a half naira (un­
receipted of course) meant to 
address the same ecological 
problem  w ith some o f  the 
president’s closest associates to 
rig the last presidential 
elections. Not only that, you 
would also be at your wits’ end 
in wonder as to what the entire 
anti-corruption noise from the 
president was all about, after all. 
Like all criminal conspiracies 
hatched against the Nigerian 
people since independence, 
mostly in the dead of night when 
we were snoring innocently in 
our beds, we may never get to 
know the whole truth on this 
one; but one thing is beyond 
dispute: the Dariye bombshell 
has blown the lid off the entire 
anti-corruption facade o f the 
president and his agents who 
have often laboured in the vain 
effort to assure us that he means 
business and is determined to 
Isee the fight to its logical 
conclusion. But D ariye’s 
shocking allegations are sure to 
have stunned them a little. In 
the coming days and months 
i also, assuming the matter is not 
reduced to another PDP family 
affair, their arrogant demeanour 
will also be severely dented.

Still, i f  you watched last 
Sunday’s “Inside Africa” on 
CNN. which focused on the 
j administration’s anti-corruption 
| farce, you would have had few 
doubts that the entire exercise 
was selective or politically- 
motivated to say the least. First, 
the CNN reporter, Je ff  
Konainge, amazed me with the 
ease with which he was allowed 
to waltz up to the president as 
he sauntered down a corridor. 

iCan you imagine any Nigerian 
journalist doing the same with 
President Bush? Anyway, the 
impromptu interview - it was 
not more than that - revealed 
nothing new, but going by the 
content o f  the report in its 
entirety, you would have 
thought that allegations o f 
corruption started and ended 
with Dariye, Atiku Abubakar or 
D iepreye A lam ieyeseigha. 
Nothing could be further from 
the truth. We saw exclusive

footage of the VP’s mansions in 
Washington, Abuja and Yola, but 
nothing on the recent property 
bought by one of the president’s 
siblings who only just graduated 
from Law School in the America. 
Inform ation M inister, John 
Nweke Jr. laboured to explain 
how in Nigeria, the law was no 
respecter of persons or office. 
Obviously, he must have taken 
us all for extra-terrestrials; 
o therw ise, he would have 
explained why Makanjuola, the 
former DG in the Ministry of 
Defence is not in jail today, or 
why his trial for the theft o f 
half a billion naira of public 
funds was officially truncated 
in the first place.

Also, watching the president 
express his disgust at graft, you 
would think the electoral bill 
fraud was never contemplated, 
or that the disgraceful attempt 
to impeach Ghali Na’Abba in his 
first term as graphically exposed 
in the N ational A ssem bly 
occurred on a remote planet in 
the solar system. Regardless, in 
my opinion, the only good thing 
that emerged from Konainge’s 
report was his linkage of the 
anti-corruption exercise to the 
president’s thinly-veiled bid for 
a third term in office and the 
inevitable conclusion that the 
entire drama was about to enter 
a very dangerous stage.

Back to Dariye and the 
EFCC: The governor claimed he 
expended, or rather, wasted, 
more than a b illion naira 
allocated to the state from the 
ecological funds on the 2003 
presidential elections. Out of the 
amount, he claimed he gave 10 
million naira to Deputy Senate 
President Ibrahim Mantu (that 
man again!) Yesterday, one of 
the governor’s close associates 
and former Director-General, 
Political Research, Mr Dan 
Tenshak, upped the ante when 
he asked the P eople’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) where 
it got money to fund the 2003 
presidential elections. He also 
hinted that allocations to the 
state were inflated so that it 
could be skimmed for the same 
purpose. According to him, 
“The facts o f his (Dariye’s) 
statement on the disbursement 
of the N 1.16 billion Ecological 
Funds still stand as follows: 
P lateau State Governm ent 
(salaries) N570 million; Pinnacle 
Investment Ltd (PRTVC Turn- 
Around) N250 million; PDP 
South-West N 100 million; PDP 
North-East N 100 million; PDP 
National Secretariat N66 million; 
PDP Plateau State (LG 
Elections at 250,000 per LGA) 
N4, 250,000 and Senator 
Ibrahim Mantu N10 million.”

Shedding more light on the 
matter, he added: “What was due 
for Plateau State, as far as the 
Ecological Funds for that period 
were concerned, was N800 
million. From the breakdown 
above, it is evident that the sum 
m eant for the state was 
judiciously used for the good of 
the state and we are content. 
Why the actual figure was 
increased, who received what 
amounts from the funds and

whether Governor Dariye has 
any proofs appear to be 
questions begging for answers 
since some people are content 
to deny the obvious. We wish 
to assure you all that these 
questions will not linger for long 
as the relevant documents will 
soon be tendered before the 
House o f Assembly Committee 
investigating the allegations 
when the governor appears 

.before it.”
And how did the EFCC 

respond to all these? I was 
mortified when Nuhu Ribadu 
dismissed Dariye’s allegations 
as mere diversion while also 
stating: “If he claimed he gave 
money to the presidential 
campaign, let him bring the 
evidence that he issued a cheque 
to anybody in that 
organisation.” Before he wastes 
our time any further, we need 
to ask Ribadu these simple 
questions: Since when have 
cheques been the preferred 
instrum ents for conducting 
graft? Did Fabian Osuji - the 
disgraced former Education 
M inister - issue cheques to 
W abara and his band o f 
lawmakers? Has Ribadu never 
heard o f  Ghana-M ust-G o 
[GMGs] and the efficient use 
to which they were put under 
the current dispensation?

All the same, without the 
slightest doubt, the unsavoury 
attitude and complicity o f fat 
cats in the Presidency, the 
P residential Campaign 
Organisation and the gentlemen 
and women in the wasteful 
cham bers that pass for our 
national legislature, may have led 
Dariye to conclude at one point 
in his tenure in office that he 
could get away with just about 
anything. The same reason must 
have led him to steal to his 
heart’s content, but that in itself 
does not devalue the merit of 
his allegations or make him a 
candidate for a mental 
sanatorium. His accusations 
therefore cannot be casually 
waved aside with the same air 
o f im punity with which he 
allegedly looted public funds.

But more importantly, in my 
opinion, a thorough 
investigation of the allegations, 
particularly as they relate to the 
last presidential elections, will 
help to unravel how the worst 
electoral crime ever visited on 
Nigerians was concocted and 
executed in 2003. The EFCC 
should also as a matter o f great 
urgency beam its searchlight on 
similar disbursements from the 
ecological funds to other states 
in the federation, because the 
Plateau scandal could not have 
occurred in isolation. If they fail 
to do all these and continue with 
their G estapo-sty le o f 
operations, they would 
ultimately lose credibility and 
expose the institution to public 
ridicule. And when that 
happens, they would not only 
have Dariye’s Canaan-eating 
brethren to contend with, but 
Nigerians as a collective. For 
example, Ribadu and the EFCC 
need only look back at what 
became of the defunct NSO and 
a certain Rafindadi!

Remembering Murtala Mohammed

“No matter your take on the entire sordid affair, 
i f  you happened to he Joshua Dariye, governor 
o f  a state like Plateau with its pecu liar  
ecological problems, it is difficult not to develop 
the same gung-ho attitude to the activities o f  
fed e ra l agents investigating  cases o f  
corruption in your backyard, especially if  you 
ju st happened to have shared more than a 
billion and a half naira (un-receipted o f course) 
meant to address the same ecological problem 
with some o f  the president’s closest associates 
to rig the last presidential elections. ”_______

E ven though he ruled 
for only six months as 
Nigeria’s head o f  state, 

he remains the best and most 
charism atic leader N igeria 
has ever had and is likely to 
remain so for a very long time 
to come. Many o f us would 
con tinue to grieve for the 
loss o f  G enera l M urta la  
Ramat Muhammed for giving 
N ig eria  new sense o f  
direction, vision and mission. 
H is governm en t pursed  
revolutionary dom estic and 
foreign policies that restored 
national pride and rekindled 
the fire o f  nationalism. In a 
nutshell, what Murtala gave 
Nigeria was LEADERSHIP. 
He gave us an in sp irin g , 
purposeful and progressive 
leadersh ip  that the nation  
w as cry ing  fo r since  
independence. He also gave 
N ig eria  a no -n o n sen se  
leadership by first purging 
h im se lf  o f  m ost in iqu ities 
before asking o thers to do 
the same. He was reported to 
have returned som e o f  his 
properties and monies that he 
believed he got illegitimately 
to the g o v ernm en t on 
assuming office and before 
he started  h is w ar against 
corruption.

The period July 29, 1975 to 
February 1, 1976 when he 
was brutally assassinated in 
a foiled military coup de tat 
remains the most glorious in 
the nation’s history. Hitherto, 
the nation “had been groping 
in the dark and the situation 
w ould inev itab ly  resu lt in 
chaos and bloodshed unless 
arrested. After the civil war, 
the a ffa irs  o f  the s ta te , 
h ith e rto  a co llec tiv e  
re sp o n s ib ility  becam e 
ch a rac te r ise d  by lack  o f  
co n su lta tio n , in d ec is io n , 
in d isc ip lin e  and even 
neglect. Indeed, the public at 
large becam e disillusioned 
and d isappoin ted  by these 
deve lopm en ts. The trend  
was clearly incompatible with 
the philosophy and image o f 
our co llec tiv e  reg im e” 
thundered the General in his 
maiden broadcast on July 29, 
1975. He also continued to 
state thus: “Things got to a 
stage where the head o f  the 
ad m in is tra tio n  becam e 
virtually inaccessible even to 
official advisers and when 
advice was tendered, it was 
often ignored. Responsible 
opinion, including advice by 
em in en t N ig erian s w as 
s im ila rly  d iscard ed . The 
leadership, either by design 
or default, had becom e too 
in sen sitiv e  to the true 
feelings and yearnings o f  the 
people. The nation was thus 
being  p lunged  inexo rab ly  
into chaos.” This broadcast 
w as to  hera ld  an ac tion - 
packed programme that the 
nation  never saw  befo re . 
V arious p robe and 
in v estig a tio n  pane ls w ere 
c o n s titu ted  to s tudy  and 
adv ise  governm en t on 
actions to be ta k en .‘At the 
same time, a hurricane was 
released on the civil services 
that swept away many dead 
woods and corrupt officials. 
The nation  w as indeed  
shaken to its roots. Among 
the panels that were set up 
at the tim e was the Justice

r ~  By U judud S harif
| (ujushariff@ yahoo.com) f 
A kinola A guda Panel that 
advised on the relocation of 
the federal capital to Abuja 
from Lagos. The Justice Ayo 
Irike fe  P anel w as also 
constitu ted  to  exam ine the 
need for the creation o f new 
states. T here w as also the 
C o n stitu tio n  D rafting
Com m ittee that drafted the 
1979 Constitution that gave 
b irth  to the Shehu Shagari 
presidency in 1979.

At the realm  o f  foreign 
po licy  and in te rn a tio n a l 
re la tio n s , M urtala
instantaneously becam e the 
darling o f Africa and the black 
people in Diaspora as a result 
o f  h is p an -A frican  and 
p ro g ressiv e  p o lic ie s . His 
total support and recognition 
o f  A ngo lan  governm en t 
under P resident A gostinho 
N eto  o f  the P opu lar 
Movement for the Liberation 
o f  A ngola (M PL A ) in 
November 1975 marked lie 
watershed in that couni ’s 
an ti-co lo n ia l s trugg les  
ag a in st P o rtu g a l. This 
sin g u la r d ec is io n  by his 
adm inistration was to turn 
the history o f  Angola as the 
governm en t ga ined  ilie 
much-desired recognitio of 
the OAU. S im ila rly , Ins 
publication o f  a “circular to 
all A frican  lead e rs  by 
P resid en t N ix o n  o f  the 
United States not to support 
the M PLA read ily  beci' .f 
one o f  ou r sym bols f  
independence . A lso , .is 
speech  r ig h tly  en ti' ed 
“Africa Has Com e o f \ e” 
and d e liv e red  at the 
O rg an isa tio n  o f  A frican  
U n ity ’s m ee tin g  at A ddis 
Ababa on January 11, 1 ‘>76 
s till rem ains a c lassic  
reference for all students o f 
in te rn a tio n a l re la tio n s. 
Follow ing the footsteps o f 
African revolutionary hemes 
such as Kwame Nkrumali md 
A m ilcar C a b ra l, M um >la 
declared that no superp< er 
should dictate to Africa ' ie 
“fortunes o f  Africa are > 
to make or mar,” remark c ., e
General and therefore A 
would not take instrui 
from any nation  no n' -.r 
how big or small. The 

'o f  th is h is to ric  sp li 
rev e rb e ra ted  th rougi ut 
Africa to the admiration and 
pride o f freedom-fighters and 
patriotic Nigerians.

T his is w hy we will 
continue to mourn and pray 
for his departed  soul. Ilis 
death was to unite Nigerians 
as the nation condemned ':e 
coup p lo tte rs  w ho 
c lea rly  ag en ts  o f  fo 
in te rests  and  dom< 
co llabo ra to rs. O ne rec.i Is 
how u n iv e rs ity  s tuden ts 
across the country trooped 
to the streets denouncing the 
coup even b e fo re  it was 
foiled by loyal troops. The 
le ad e rsh ip  g iv en  by he 
General was exemplar) • ud 
quite nationalistic. Whi ;i he 
w as d ea lin g  w ith  co riu p t 
governors," th e re  w as no 
“e sp irit de c o rp ” oi 
b ro ther synd rom e. i 
d ism issed  all those  I 
guilty “w ith ignom in\ 
immediate effect.” Wh

crea ted  new  sta te s  in the! 
federation, he banned “any; 
provocative dem onstration  
in support or aga in st” the 
exercise. His action-oriented 
adm in istra tion  had w ith in  
barely six months achieved so 
m uch w hat o ther 
governments since then have 
not achieved.

This leadership provided 
by M urtala was to vibrate 
across the coun try  as the 
m ilita ry  g overno rs  w ere 
com peting  am ongst
them selves ' to  ach ieve 
resu lts . From  N orthw est 
State, Col. Umaru Mohammed 
was reinvigorating the whole 
governm ental structure; in 
N o rth east S tate .
M uham m adu B uhari was 
revitalising the state and Col 
Ib rah im  Taiwo w as 
electrifying Kwara State. A 
new generation  o f  leaders 
w as c rea ted  for N igeria  
where service to the people 
w as the p h ilo so p h y  and 
mission o f government. The 
problem  now is how come 
things have deteriorated and 
even re tu rn ed  beyond  the 
status quo ante? Similarly, the 
s ta te s ’ m ilita ry  governors 
w ere a lso  young  and 
ex u b e ran t o ffice rs  w ith  a 
sense o f  history com mitted 
to their military assignments. 
They saw their appointments 
as opportunity to serve and 
as a mark o f  loyalty to their 
c o m m an d e r-in -ch ie f  w ho 
could rem ove them  at any 
time.

T hus, i f  one w ere to 
com pare N ig eria  under 
Murtala just thirty years ago, 
one cannot but lament how 
th ings have rea lly  
d e te rio ra te d  in a lm ost all 
dep artm en ts  in life . 
Leadership has really lost its , 
m ean ing  from  being 
fundamentally about selfless 
service to the people. From 
what we have been seeing in 
the la st coup le  o f  y ears , 
leadership now is about self­
aggrandisement. Leadership 
has lost its focus with little 
or no vision and mission.

It is therefore with a deep 
sense o f  nosta lg ia  that we 
rem em ber this great son o f  
N ig eria  and A frica . The 
leadersh ip  q u a litie s  he 
exhibited would be source o f  
in sp ira tio n s  to  m any yet 
unborn. This is why you find 
a grateful nation naming every 
important edifice from airport 
to schools and hospitals after 
him. This also explains why 
h is nam e is p a rticu la rly  
revered in Kano, the city o f  
h is b irth  tha t nam ed its 
lib rary , se c re ta ria t, and a 
m ajor street and turned his 
gravesite into a big mosque. 
As we m ark the 30th 
anniversary o f his demise, we 
once again condole with his 
family, friends, relations and 
his brethren, the good people 
o f Kano. In particular, we also 
condo le  w ith  P resid en t 
O basanjo for the loss o f  a 
mentor and comrade in arms 
while also reminding him o f  
his date with history: I f  he 
cannot surpass M urtala, he 
should  at leas t a tta in  his 
level. It is not how long or 
how many term s he serves 
that matter, but the success 
o f the tenure.

mailto:tempthist@yahoo.com
mailto:ujushariff@yahoo.com
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W o r ld  R e p o r t s

Cheney shoots man 
in hunting accident

U 5 Vice-President Dick 
C h e t^ y  h as

accidentally shot and 
injured a man during a quail 
h u n tin g  trip . T he v ic tim , 
nam ed as Harry W hittington, 
w as on  th e  tr ip  w ith  M r 
C heney at a ranch in Texas 
w hen the incident took place 
on Saturday.

M r W hittington, 78, was 
taken to hospital in the town 

! o f  Corpus Christi where an 
official said he w as “ stable 
and doing w ell” .

M r Cheney spent Sunday 
afternoon at the hospital, his 

I spokesw om an said.
The m en w ere part o f  a 

quail hunting expedition at 
| th e  A rm s tro n g  R a n c h  in

south T ex a :
Ranch ow ner K atharine 

Arm strong said M r Cheney 
had turned round to shoot at 
a  b ird , u n a w a re  th a t  M r 
W hittington was behind him. 
He sprayed M r W hittington 
with shotgun pellets.

“The covey flushed and 
the vice-prcsident picked out 
a bird and was following it and 
shot. And by God, Harry was 
in the line o f  fire  and got 
peppered pretty  good,” she 
said.

Mr W hittington was hit in 
the cheek, neck and chest, 
but was said to be “alert and 
doing fine” in hospital.

T h e  v ic e - p r e s id e n t’s 
sp o k e sw o m a n , L ea  A nne

US government ‘faUed’ 
on Katrina

A ll leve ls  o f  th e  US 
g o v e rn m e n t,  fro m  
P re s id e n t  B u sh  

dow n, w ere at fault for the 
poor response to  H urricane 
K a tr in a , a  le a k e d  
Congressional report says.

H o m e la n d  S e c u r ity  
Secretary M ichael C hertoff is 
s in g le d  o u t fo r  p a r tic u la r  
c ritic ism  in the docum ent, 
w hich is due to  be published 
on W ednesday.

O v e ra l l ,  it s a y s , th e  
governm ent’s response w as 
m a rk e d  by  “ fe c k le ssn e ss , 
f la ilin g  and o rgan isa tional 
paralysis” . The report, leaked 
to  the US m edia, is one o f  
several into the disaster.

E n titled  “ A  F a ilu re  o f  
I n i t ia t iv e ” , th e  6 0 0 -p a g e  
d o c u m e n t s u g g e s ts
so m e th in g  a p p ro a c h in g  a 
national d isgrace, says the 
B B C ’s J u s t in  W ebb in  
W ashington.

P ro d u c ed  by  a sp ec ia l 
R e p u b l i c a n - d o m i n a t e d  
H ouse inquiry, it issues 90 
separate findings.

“ O u r in v e s tig a tio n  
revealed that K atrina w as a 
national failure, an abdication 
o f  the most solemn obligation 
to  provide for the com m on 
w elfa re ,” says the rep o rt’s 

I su m m ary , se e n  by  th e  
A ssociated Press.

“ A t e v e ry  le v e l - 
in d iv id u a l ,  c o rp o ra te ,  
p h i la n th ro p ic  an d
governm ental - we failed to 
m eet the challenge that was 
Katrina.”

M ic h a e l C h e r to f f  
im plem ented the em ergency 

; re s p o n s e  s y s te m s  “ la te , 
ineffectively  o r not at a ll” ,

which delayed federal troops 
and supplies by as m uch as 
three days

W hite House s ta ff  were 
u n a b le  to  e f f e c t iv e ly  
“ su b stan tia te , an a ly se  and 
act on the inform ation at its 
d isposal” , g iv ing P resident 
B ush poo r and incom plete 
counsel

L ate dec isions to  issue 
m andato ry  evacua tions by 
New' O rle a n s  M ay o r R ay 
N a g in  a n d  L o u is ia n a  
G overnor K athleen B lanco 
led to deaths and prolonged 
suffering

The Federal Em ergency 
M anagem ent Agency (Fema) 
suffered from a lack o f  trained 
and experienced personnel.

“I f  9/11 w as a failure o f  
imagination, then Katrina was 
a failure o f  in itia tive ,” the 
report’s sum m ary states.

“ In th is  in s ta n c e , 
b linding lack o f  situational 
a w a re n e ss  and  d is jo in te d  
decision-m aking needlessly 
com pounded and prolonged 
K atrina’s horror.”

T he in v e s tig a to rs  sa id  
,they “are left scratching our 
h e a d s  a t th e  ra n g e  o f  
c lu m sin ess  and  in ep titu d e  
th a t c h a ra c te r is e d
g o v e rn m e n t b e h a v io u r  
before and after this storm.

“I f  this is w hat happens 
w h en  w e h a v e  a d v a n c e  
w a rn in g , w e sh u d d e r  to  
im ag ine the con seq u en ces 
when w e do not.”

P residen t Bush, a fte r a 
relatively strong start to this 
year, is suddenly faced by an 
im m ense political challenge 
w ith  th is  r e p o r t ,  o u r  
correspondent says.

M cB ride, said  M r C heney  
v is ited  M r W hitting ton  in 
hospital on Sunaay and was 
pleased to see that he was in 
good spirits.

This is som ething that 
happens from tim e to  tim e - 
you  kn o w , I 'v e  b ee n  
peppered pretty well m yself 

A law yer from  A ustin , 
Texas, M r W hittington was 
initially treated at the ranch 
b y  m e d ic a l s t a f f  w h o  
normally travel with the vice- 
president.

M r W h i t t in g to n ’s 
d a u g h te r ,  S a lly , to ld  th e  
D allas M orn ing  N ew s her 
father w as being observed in 
h o sp ita l b ec au se  o f  som e 
swelling from the welts in his 
neck.

“It looks like chicken pox, 
kind of,”  she said. “He w as 
very, very lucky that nothing 
seriously was injured.”

M s A rm strong said that 
M r Cheney w as a “very safe 
sportsm an” .

“This is som ething that 
happens from  tim e to  tim e. 
Y ou k n o w , I ’v e  b ee n  
peppered pretty well myself,” 
sh e  sa id . M r C h e n e y  
returned  to  W ashington on 
Sunday evening.

Dick Cheney is an experienced hunting enthusiast.

Berlusconi says ‘I am like Jesus’
The I ta l ia n  p r im e  

m in is te r ,  S ilv io  
B e r lu s c o n i ,  h as  

caused a political storm  by 
com paring h im self to Jesus 
Christ. And last week, the 
p rim e  m in is te r  co m p ared  
h im s e lf  to  N a p o le o n  in 
describing his achievem ents 
during his past five years in 
office.

His com m ents cam e at a 
dinner for supporters, ahead 
o f  elections. M r Berlusconi is 
t r a i l in g  h is  c h a lle n g e r ,  
R om ano P rodi, in op in ion  
polls prior to A pril’s vote.

Danish PM talks 
to Muslim group

TI h e  D a n ish  p r im e  
m in is te r  h as  m e t 
m e m b e rs  o f  a n ew  

a s s o c ia t io n  c a lle d
“Dem ocratic M uslim s” in a 
fresh  e ffo rt to  d e fu se  the  
M uham m ad cartoons row.

P ro te s ts  to o k  p la c e  in 
T urkey  o v er the w eekend , 
while Denm ark saw about 25 
M uslim  graves desecrated in 
w h a t p o lic e  c a lle d  a 
“ b a c k la s h ” a g a in s t  th e  
uproar. V andals sm ashed  
only M uslim  headstones in 
E sb je rg , w e s t o f  
C o p e n h ag e n . T h e  g ro u p  
m e e tin g  A n d e rs  F ogh  
Rasm ussen on M onday was 
set up by  M P N aser Khader 
to counter extremism.

T h e  B B C ’s T h o m a s  
B u c h -A n d e rse n  in
Copenhagen says the group 
claim s to  represen t around 
80%  to 85%  o f  M uslim s in 
D e n m a rk . H e sa y s  th a t 
although that m ay be a high 
claim , there is no doubt they 
represent the m ajority o f  the 
country’s 200,000 M uslims.

There has been criticism  
th a t“ P rim e  M in is te r  
R asm ussen  is m eeting  M r 
K h a d e r ’s “ D e m o c ra tic  
M uslim s” netw ork and not

other M uslim  groups.
“T h e  o b je c tiv e  o f  th e  

m eeting is to start a  dialogue 
with D anes o f  M uslim  faith 
about, am ong o ther things, 
in tegration  and the current 
situation,” said a statem ent 
from  the p rim e m in is te r ’s 
office, quoted  by the A FP 
new s agency.

M r K h ad e r se t up  th e  
network earlier this month in 
response to the outrage over 
th e  12 c a r to o n s  o f  th e  
P rophet M uham m ad w hich 
w ere  f ir s t  p u b lis h e d  in  a 
Danish newspaper. He said 
it w as tim e fo r “d ia logue, 
rather than digging trenches” 
a n d  c a lle d  on  M u slim  
countries, Danish im am s and 
the governm ent to enter into 
talks. “O nly by uniting can 
w e c h a n g e  th e  
fundam entalistic picture o f  
Islam that the many extremists 
have drawn w ith violence,” 
he said. The in ternational 
turm oil that has follow ed the 
publication  o f  the cartoons 
and their reproduction in the 
European press led Denmark 
to w ithdraw  diplom ats from 
th e  In d o n e s ia n  c a p ita l  
Jakarta on Saturday because 
o f  threats against them.

H is  N a p o le o n  re m a rk  
caused some ironic com m ent 
and scornful rem arks from  
opposition leaders, som e o f  
w hom  w arned  h im  that he 
m ig h t so o n  m e e t h is  
W aterloo, the nam e o f  the 
d e c is iv e  b a t t le  in  w h ic h  
N apoleon  w as defeated  by 
the British.

“No, I was just joking,” Mr 
B e rlu s c o n i to ld  h is  
su p p o r te rs  a t a d in n e r  a t 
A n c o n a  on  th e  A d r ia tic  
coast. But then he w ent on 
to  com plain that he feels like 
w h a t he ca lle d  “th e  Jesus 
Christ o f  Italian politics” .

“I ’m  a patient victim. I put 
up with everything. I sacrifice 
m yself for everyone,” he said. 
Opposition politicians called 
M r B erlusconi’s com parison 
grotesque, although he was 
sim ply using popular speech. 
In Italian, for exam ple, you 
can  re fe r to  som eone as a 
P overo  C hris to , o r  a  poo r

C h r is t ,  w ith o u t b e in g  
accused o f  blasphemy.

O p in io n  p o lls  su g g e s t 
th a t  M r B e r lu s c o n i ,  th e  
owner o f  a vast media empire, 
is trailing his challenger, the 
opposition  leader R om ano 
P ro d i,  b y  up  to  f i v e ; 
percentage points despite his 
recen t barrage o f  personal 
ap p earan ces  on  te lev is io n  
and radio.

B ut the prim e m in ister 
says he does not believe the 
m ain polling organisations. 
H e’s com m issioned his own 
poll which shows him slightly 
in the lead. H uge election 
posters urging voters to  cast 
their ballots for M r Berlusconi 
already adorn the streets o f  
Italian cities.

Some o f  them in Rome are 
already covered w ith ironic 
graffiti in local d ia lec t There 
is a tradition here dating back 
centuries o f  w riting political 
satire on walls.

Terror survivors gather in Spain

m’"undreds o f  survivors 
o f  te r r o r  a t ta c k s  

round the w orld are 
am ong delegates gathering at 
an International V ictim s o f  
T e rro r is m  c o n fe re n c e  in  
Spain.

People caught up in the 
B e s la n  sc h o o l s ie g e , th e  
M ad rid  an d  L on d o n  tra in  
b o m b in g s  an d  th e  11 
Septem ber attacks on the US 
are expected to attend. They 
will be encouraged to share 
th e ir  experiences and w ill 
r e c e iv e  p s y c h o lo g ic a l  
guidance.

O rganisers say they w ant 
m ore done at an international 
level to  help  v ic tim s. EU 
Justice Com missioner Franco 
Frattini is due to talk about 
te r ro r is m  w ith in  th e  
E u ro p e a n  U n io n  a t th

Valencia conference, which 
w ill be opened  by S p a in ’s 
C ro w n  P rin c e  F e lip e  an d  
Princess Letizia.

P re v io u s  c o n fe re n c e s  
have been held in Madrid and 
B ogo ta, C o lom bia M aite 
P ag azau rtu n d u a . from  the 
S p a n ish  F o u n d a tio n  o f  
T e r ro r is m  V ic tim s , sa id : 
“ S pain  is a good  exam ple  
w hen  w e ’re  ta lk in g  abou t 
protecting people who have 
suffered the phenom enon o f  
terrorism  - and how to face 
it.”

D iscussions on M onday 
w ill fo c u s  on v ic tim s  o f  
a ttacks abroad  - including  
C olom bia, the US, Ireland, 
Israel, the UK, R ussia and 
Indonesia - and those in jured 
in  S p a in ’s c o n f l i c - w ith
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Annan to Bush: Help stop 
murder and rape in Darfur
Secretary-General Kofi 

A nnan intends to ask , 
P residen t G eorge W. 

B ush on M onday w hat the 
United States can contribute 
to a mobile UN force to stop 
the killings, rape and pillag­
ing in Sudan’s D arfur region.

The United States has of­
fered military planners for the

Darfur operation, w hich will 
arrive on Monday. But it has 
made no offer o f  air cover­
age or other assistance for 
the venture, expected to be 
com prised mainly o f  African 
and Asian troops, who form 
the bulk o f  all UN forces.

At issue is a transfer o f  
c o m m an d  fro m  an

Egypt releases last of 
Sudanese migrants

Rape allegations have damaged Mr Zuma's political career.

Zuma rape case judge stands down
T he judge  presiding 

over the rape trial o f  
South Africa’s former 

| Deputy President Jacob Zuma 
| has said he is stepping down to 
j protect the judiciary.

Defence lawyers had argued 
| Bernard Ngoepe might be biased 
as he issued warrants for a 
search o f Mr Zuma’s offices in a 
corruption case last year.

It is alleged that Mr Zuma 
raped a family friend - a woman 

I in her 30s - at his hom e in 
Johannesburg last November.

Mr Zuma, 63, denied the 
| charges when the trial began in 
the city on Monday.

He was one o f the country’s 
j most popular politicians but he 
i was sacked from the government 
| last year. He also faces separate 
| charges of corruption.

Judge Ngoepe announced 
his decision soon after the trial 
began.

“For the protection o f the 
credibility of thejudiciary... I have 
decided to step aside,” he said.

Judge Ngoepe expressed 
i fears his decision might imply Mr 
Zuma had the power to chose 
who was judging him, but be­
lieved the need to ensure impar­
tiality was more important.

“I have concluded that pro­
tection of the credibility o f the 
judiciary and above all the ac­
ceptability o f its judgments are 
factors which should weigh with 
me heavily.”

The new judge will be one 
o f his deputies but has not yet 
been named.

The BBC’s Justin Pearce in 
Johannesburg says many o f Mr 

| Zuma’s supporters say he is the 
| victim o f  a political conspiracy 
| and have accused the judicial 
system o f bias.

Up to 1,000 people had gath­
ered to back the former deputy 
president outside the city’s High 
Court on Monday.

The immediate area outside 
the court was cordoned off but 
some o f Mr Zuma’s supporters 
got through.

They were singing, dancing 
to pro-Zuma pop songs and 

i waving placards. “You are the 
best JZ,” read one.

There was also a separate 
group of about 50 anti-rape pro­
testers.

“We are sending out a 
strong message o f support and 
solidarity to survivors o f rape 
and violence,” said People Op-

' posfnsi .Woman1 Abuse Vpokes- 
1 k ’ >0
'lj. 'W l: tn~Rfs%oSnAiIfre a^jfarty,

she said, referring to the Zuma 
supporters. “Rape is not a 
party.”

The alleged victim entered 
court with a headscarf over her 
face to shield her from the 
Zuma supporters.

M r Zuma is a veteran o f 
the ANC struggle to end apart­
heid. A t one stage he was

championed by trade union­
ists and those on the political 
left as a likely presidential can­
d id a te  to  su cceed  T habo  
Mbeki.

M r Zuma remains deputy 
leader o f  the ruling ANC al­
though it has been agreed that 
he should not perform any ex­
ecutive functions.

E gyptian officials said 
Sunday they have re 
leased the last o f  hun­

dreds o f  Sudanese migrants 
detained after security forces 
broke up a protest camp in a 
Cairo square in December.

M ore than 2,000 people 
were violently removed from a 
square near the office o f  the 
U.N. High Commissioner for 
Refugees on Dec. 30, after a 
three-month sit-in protesting 
what they saw as U.N. failure 
to resettle them.

Some 25 Sudanese died in 
the clashes that ensued, and 
rights groups accused the po-

Cape Verde poll ‘neck-and-neck’
T Ihe tw o m ain candi 

dates in Cape Verde’s 
presidential election are 

running neck-and-neck, partial 
results show.

President Pedro Pires had 
taken 50.1 % o f the vote, with ri­
val Carlos Veiga trailing slightly 
with 49.9%, with the majority of 
the ballots counted.

Mr Pires beat Mr Veiga by 
just 17 votes in the 2001 poll. His 
party won last month's parlia­
mentary elections.

Three other people are also 
standing. A second round will 
be called if no candidate gets 
two-thirds o f the votes.

Economic development and 
the reduction o f poverty have 
dominated the election cam­
paign. Cape Verde has a high 
unemployment and crime rate, 
but is also seen as politically 
stable with an emerging prosper­
ity. Both leading candidates - 
who would ru le for the next five 
years - have pledged to promote 
faster economic growth and 
tackle crime.

Mr Pires' ml ing African Party 
for the Independence of Cape 
Verde (PAICV) won January’s 
parliamentai-y elections with 
52% o f the vote.

Voting in C idade de Praia. Mr 
Pires called on all Cape Verdians 
“to take part in this very impor­
tant decision”.

Mr Veiga, who accused the 
opposition o f fraud in the 2001 
election, said earlier “1 trust I will 
win, and I expect elections to go ; 
smoothly and in a transparent 
way.”

The preliminary results were 
announced after 1,005 o f  the 
1,184 polling stations on the 10 
Cape Verde islands had been 
counted.

The two leading candidates 
have dominated politics in the 
tiny West African archipelago 
since it won independence from 
Portugal in 1975.

The PAICV first came to 
1 powerunde r a one-parfy system o 
afteF iiftlepeHd^nci1. $ ith  VIu- 
Piife,noW 71. 3s (TaflS Vt

first prime minister.
Mr Veiga's Movement for 

Democracy (MpD) won the first 
multi-party elections in 1990.

The 56-year-old Mr Veiga 
served as premier for the next 10

years until the PAICV regained 
power in2001.

About 325,000 Cape Verde 
citizens were registered to vote. 
O f these, about 20% live abroad 
- mostly in Portugal.

lice o f unnecessary brutality. 
Egypt detained hundreds o f 
the m igrants and-has been 
gradually releasing them after 
clarifying their status under 
refugee and migrant laws.

W ith the re lease  a n ­
nounced Sunday o f  156 mi­
grants, “the Egyptian authori­
ties have se t free  all the 
S udanese w ho w ere trans­
ported to the detention cen­
ters after putting an end to their 
strike,” a Foreign Ministry of­
ficial said, declining to give his 
name because he was not au­
thorized to speak to the press. 
The Foreign Ministry official 
said those in the group were 
considered illegal immigrants 
but w ould not be deported 
“for the sake o f not scattering 
the Sudanese families who live 
in Egypt.”

Egypt has long offered 
Sudanese a haven from the 
conflicts that have ravaged 
their country.

U.N. calls on world for aid to Congo
r a tie

U
U.N. humanitarian chief 

appealed to world donors 
help raise at least $680 

million in aid and provide more' 
peacekeepers to stabilize Congo 
before a special conference 
Monday.

Jan Egeland, who will co­
chair a U.N.- European Union 
conference on the central Afri­
can nation said Sunday that the 
international community had to 
act now to help boost peacc ef­
forts following Congo’s 1998- 
2002 war, which drew in the 
armies of half a dozen African 
nations.

“Too few leaders under­
stand that 4 million people have 
died and many more can die un­
less we put it right,” he told a 
small group of reporters.

He said a U.N. humanitarian 
aid appeal last year came up

short for Congo, with only $ 130 
million pledged.

Egeland said the money was 
needed for immediate needs like 
shelter, food, security and health 
care to millions o f refugees now 
returning to Congo from neigh­
boring countries.

“We have too little money, 
too few people on the ground, 
and still too little security,” he 
said. The talks beginning Mon­
day aim to launch a new humani­
tarian effort for Congo, which is 
to hold elections in April.

The U.N. has already asked 
the 25-nation EU to provide 
troops to reinforce the U.N. 
peacekeeping force in Congo 
before the elections. German De­
fense Minister Franz Josef Jung 
said at a NATO defense minis­
ters’ meeting last week that the 
EU has not yet agreed on send­

ing troops.
The EU sent a mainly French 

force o f 1,850 to Congo in 2003, 
to pacify the northeast city of 
Bunia ahead o f a larger U.N. 
force. The EU also has sent a 
team to Congo to train police.

The U.N.'s 16,000 peace­
keepers in Congo have fre­
quently come under fire in the 
countiy’s restive east.

The U.N. mission there is 
charged with helping Congo’s 
transitional government which 
is still struggling to regain con­
trol over the east, a region that 
was controlled by various rebel 
factions during the war.

The first presidential elec­
tions in 45 years are expected this 
year, when the Congolese will 
choose a new government to 
replace the postwar administra­
tion.
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underfunded African Union 
force o f  7 ,000  m onitors and 
t ro o p s  in  D a rfu r  to  I N  
peacekeepers, a m ove U.S. | 
A m b assad o r Jo h n  B olton  
p ro m o ted  in the  S e c u rm  
Council last week by draft­
ing a statem ent asking the 
world body to begin contin­
gency planning.

A n n an  sa id  D a r fu r 's  
p lig h t, w h ich  the  U n ited  
States lia s  characterized as 
genocide, w as too dire f o r ; 
rich nations to pay but not 
participa te in the m ission, 
which will increase the S5 bi i - 
lion spent on peacekeeping 
last year.

“It is not going to be easy 
fo r the b ig  and p o w erfu l 
countries w ith arm ies to de 1- 
egate to third w orld coun­
tries. They will have to play 
a part i f  we are going to stop 
the carnage that we see in 
Darfur,” Annan told report­
ers on Thursday.

Asked if  Bush would be 
asked to participate, Annan 
said, “I will share with him the 
facts that I have shared with 
you, the needs that we ha\ e. 
and the countries that I think 
can supply those needs, and 
that will include the U.S.'

A n n an  sa id  he en% i- 
sioned a highly-m obile for ce 
with APCs and jeeps and air , 
support that “would be able 
to  be on  the ground when j 
there is an SOS —  not to a r - ! 
rive after the harm has been 
done.”

M o re  th a n  2 m illio n  ; 
people are hom eless and \ - 
ing  in  sq u a lid  cam pv in ! 
Darfur, a region about he I 
size o f  France, partK as 
su it o f  ta rg e ted  S udanese  
governm ent attacks in 2003- 
2004 when a rebellion o \e r  
resources began. In January. j 
tens o f  thousands o f  non- ' 
Arab villagers were uprooted 
again by the Janjaweed mill- j 
tia after the capture o f  a gar­
rison town by one o f  the rebel 
movements.

The government and mili- i 
tary  deny they arm ed and 
g av e  a ir  c o v e r  to  the 
Janjaw eed. Peace negotia­
tions am ong the rebels and 
the government in Abuja. N i - 
geria, have not made much 
h ead w ay , w ith  a d n id e d  
rebel leadership considered 
w eak and the Janjaweed not 

i at the table.
The United Nations has 

a peacekeeping operation in 
so u th e rn  S udan  o f  abou t 

I 7 ,000  troops to help keep the 
i peace after a nearly  three- 

decade old civil war.
T hat o p era tio n  is also  

| short o f  resources, with Rus­
sia only last week having ap­
proved 200 soldiers and four 
M i-8 m ilitary transport heli­
copters, which the ch ief UN 
envoy in Sudan. Jan Pronk. 
had s^id were delayed for a 
year and greatly hindered the 
m obility o f  that mission.

Annan also plans to meet 
U .S . S ecre tary  o f  S ta te  
Condoleezza Rice and ;nem- j

q
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Five dead 
in Baghdad 
bank blast

A t least five people 
have been killed and 
at least 32 injured in 

a bomb blast in the Iraqi capi­
tal, Baghdad.

The explosion took place 
outside a bank in the eastern 

i suburb o f  al-Jadida. Police 
| say a suicide bom ber jo ined  
a crow d o f  people queuing 
outside the bank to get com - 
pcnsation  fo r food rations 
and detonated1 the device.

It is the latest.incident in 
a largely Sunni-led campaign 
o f  violence w hich began in 
Iraq shortly after the US-led 
invasion in 2003.

T h re e  c h i ld re n  w ere  
am ong  the in ju red , po lice 
spokesm an Lt Ali Abbas told 
the A ssociated Press.

Uproar as Saddam 
returns to court

Outgoing 
MPs boost 

Abbas’ power

T he ou tgo ing  P alestin  
ia n  p a r l ia m e n t has  
v o te d  to  g iv e  new  

p re s id e n t ia l  p o w e rs  to  
M ahm oud A bbas, ahead o f  
the swearing in b f  a new mili­
tant-led legislature.

T h e  P a le s tin ian  lead e r 
will be able to appoint a con­
stitutional court that can can­
cel future legislation. Hamas 
- the m ilitant Islam ic m ove­
ment w hich w on a landslide 
in January’s poll - called the 
move illegitimate.

The outgoing parliam ent 
is dom inated by m em bers o f  
the m ainstream  Fatah faction 
w hich is led by  M r Abbas.

M Ps voted overw helm ­
ingly to  approve M r A bbas’ 
decree to create the consti­
tu tional court, m ade up o f  
judges appointed by the Pal­
estinian A uthority president. 
This parliam ent has no m an­
date and no authority to is­
sue any new  legislation

They also backed a de­
c re e  w h ich  au to m a tic a lly  
makes members o f  the incom­
ing parliam ent m em bers o f  
th e  P a le s tin e  L ib e ra tio n  
O rganisation’s (PLO) parlia­
m ent in exile, according to 
reports.

Unlike the Hamas charter, 
the PLO charter recognises 
the legitim acy o f  Israel.

M Ps also approved plans 
to  appoin t a Fatah deputy, 
M ahmoud Abul Rob, as head 
o f  the Palestinian A uthority’s 
main financial w atchdog, the 
AFP news agency reported.

Hamas members say they 
will w ork in order to cancel 
an y  l l t h - h o u r  le g is la tio n  
which they describe as “un­
constitu tional” .

‘T h is  parliam ent has no 
m andate and no authority to 
issue any new  legislation,” 
said Said Siyam, an incoming 
Hamas M P from Gaza.

T h e  n ew  p a r l ia m e n t, 
w hich will have 74 Hamas 
M Ps out o f  132, is due to be 
sw orn in by M r A bbas on 
Saturday.

Hamas says it has chosen 
a prim e ministerial candidate 
from within its ranks, but it 
has not made the nam e pub­
lic.

President Ahmadinejad says he wilt resist attempts to curb Iran's plans.

Iran shelves Russia nuclear talks
I ran  h as  p o s tp o n e d  

planned talks w ith Rus 
sia  on p lan s to  en rich  

uranium  on Russian soil as a 
; way to bypass a crisis over 

Iran’s nuclear am bitions.
T h u rs d a y ’s ta lk s  have 

been  pu sh ed  back  in d e fi­
nitely, Iran ian  p residen tia l 
spokesm an G holam hossein 
Elham said.

They will recom m ence at 
a time o f  “mutual agreement,” 
M r Elham added.

Iran recently said it was 
resum ing nuclear research, 
sparking criticism  and a re­
fe rra l to  the  U N  S ecu rity  
Council by the UN nuclear 
agency.

For its part, Russia said 
talks could still take place this 
week.

“Our offer for the 16th still 
s ta n d s ,” R u ss ia n  D ep u ty  
F o re ig n  M in is te r  S e rg e i 
K islyak said in Moscow.

W estern pow ers are con­
cerned that Iran’s decision to 
resume research into uranium 
enrichm ent - a process which 
creates fuel for nuclear reac­
tors and, po ten tia lly , fo r a 
nuclear bomb - is part o f  a 
plan to acquire nuclear weap­
onry.

Iran says its program m e 
is solely aimed at energy pro­
duction.

Key na tions’ stance on 
Iran A s a m eans to alleviate 
the standoff, Russia had pro­
posed that it enrich the ura­
nium  on its reactors and then 
ship the fuel to Iran.

But after Tehran was re­
ported to the Security Coun­
cil on 4 February, Iran an­
nounced it w ould end its vol­
un tary  freeze on fu ll-scale 
u ra 'n ium  e n r ic h m e n t and 
would stop allowing snap UN 
in sp e c tio n s  o f  its n u c lea r 
sites.

M r Elham said the nego­
tiations with Russia had been 
p o stp o n e d  b ecau se  o f  the 
“new  situation".

Russia supported the In­
ternational A tom ic Energy 
A gency ’s decision  to refer 
Iran to the UN Security Coun­
cil.

The referral, which could
lead to sanctions, has been 
ro u n d ly  c o n d e m n e d  in 
Tehran, and Iranian President 
M ahm oud A hm adinejad  is

now threatening to quit the 
N o n -P ro life ra tio n  T re a ty  
(NPT).

In a speech m arking the 
anniversary o f  the 1979 Is­
lamic revolution on Saturday 
M r A hm adinejad said that if  
th e  r ig h ts  o f  th e  I ra n ia n  
people w ere vio lated , Iran 
would “revise its policies” .

The NPT, w hich has 187 
signatories, w as created to 
prevent new  nuclear states 
em erging, to prom ote co-op­

eration in the peaceful use o f  
nuclear energy and to w ork 
to w ard s  n u c le a r  d isa rm a ­
ment.

N on-nuclear signatories 
agree not to seek to develop 
or acquire such weapons. In 
return, they are given an un­
dertak ing  that they w ill be 
helped  to  deve lop  n u clea r 
energy for peaceful purposes.

It is believed to be the first 
tim e Iran has threatened to 
pull out o f  the treaty.

A n a n g ry  S ad d am  
H ussein  y esterday  
reappeared in court 

saying he was being forced 
to  a tten d  a fte r  b o y co ttin g  
e a r l ie r  s e s s io n s  w ith  h is  
seven co-defendants.

The form er Iraqi leader’s 
lawyers had said he w ould 
continue the boycott, but he 
appeared on M onday, shout­
ing “Down w ith Bush” .

T he d efen ce  team  had 
w alked out earlier in protest 
at new  c h ie f  ju d g e , R aouf 
A bdul Rahman, who it says 
is biased.

The defendants are ac­
cused o f  killing 148 Shia vil­
lagers in Dujail in 1982.

T h e y  d en y  a ll th e  
charges.

A m id threats o f  a contin­
ued boycott, the ch ief pros­
ecutor had asked the judge 
to  b rin g  S addam  H usse in  
and his co-defendants to the 
B aghdad  court by force if  
necessary.

O n e n te r in g  c o u r t,  
Saddam  Hussein said: “They

Renae Lawrence (R) had expected a more lenient sentence.

Australians get life sentence for drugs
A r ...............................................................

Bali court has sen 
te n c e d  tw o  A u s tra  
lians to life in prison 

for drugs sm uggling, despite 
prosecution calls for clem ­
ency for one o f  them.

Ju d g e s  ig n o r e d .a r g u ­
m ents that the only woman 
in the case, Renee Lawrence, 
should  be given a 20 -year 
s e n te n c e  b e c a u s e  she 
helped investigatqrs.

Seven o ther people are 
due to  be se n te n c e d  th is  
week, in a  case dubbed as the 
“ Bali nine” in Australia.

Prosecutors have called 
for death sentences for two 
defendants.

Renee Lawrence was the 
first o f  the so-called  “ Bali 
nine” to be sentenced for try­
ing to traffic more than 8.3kg 
(181b) o f  heroin last April.

Both she and Scott Rush, 
also

were detained at Bali’s airport 
in A pril 2005 w ith  hero in  
strapped to their bodies.

P ro se cu to rs  had ask ed  
the court in the Balinese capi­
tal o f  D enpasar to show le­
niency to Lawrence because 
she w as h e lp fu l in g iv ing  
statem ents during the inves­
tigation.

1 Both she and Rush had 
c la im ed  th ey  faced  d ea th  
threats i f  they did not take 
part in the sm uggling ring.

B ut the ju d g e s  ignored  
th is  re q u e s t ,  s a y in g  h e r  
behaviour w hile on trial was 
no d ifferent from some other 
defendants, and there was no 
evidence that she had been 
forced to carry the drugs.

Law rence, 28, stared at 
the floor and shook her head 
a f te r  the  v e rd ic t w as a n ­
nounced.

shocked” by the decision, 
and added that she had not 
yet decided w hether to  ap­
peal against the verdict, or 
request a p residen tia l par­
don.

Rush w ept openly when 
told o f  the life sentence by 
the translator and later told 
journalists as he left the room 
that “ I am ju s t a victim ” .

In d o n esia  has in c re a s­
ingly becom e a transit route 
fo r  d ru g  t r a f f ic k e rs ,  and 
c o u rts  ac ross  th e  co u n try  
have toughened  up on o f­
fenders in recent years, sen­
tencing several foreigners to 
death for serious drugs of­
fences.

A n o th e r  A u s tr a l ia n ,  
beau ty  therap ist Schapelle  
Corby, was found guilty o f  
sm u g g lin g  m arijuana  into 
B ”

have fo rc ib ly  b rough t me 
here.” He told the juuLV "E x­
ercise your right to tn  me in 
absentia. Are you tn in g  to 
overcom e your own sm all­
n ess?”

The form er leader wore a 
b lue trad itiona l Arab robe 
and a b lack jacket in contrast 
to the suit he had w om pre­
viously.

“D ow n w ith the traitor, 
dow n w ith  tra ito rs , dow n 
w ith  B ush . L ong live the 
u m m ah  (Islam ic  nation )... 
long live the um m ah long 
live the um m ah .” Saddam  
Hussein shouted.

His half-brother Barzan 
Ibrahim  al-T ik riti scuffled 
w ith  g u a rd s  as  he w as 
brought in.

Both then continued to 
harangue the judge  through­
out the early proceedings, re­
fusing orders to sit down and 
be quiet.

“This is not a court, this 
is not a  court, this is a gam e." 
Saddam  H ussein shouted.

Barzan Ibrahim sat on the 
floo r w ith  h is back to the 
judge.

Judge R ahm an said  he 
w as im plem enting law s that 
Saddam Hussein had put in 
place.

The judge rejected claims 
that the defence lawy ers had 
b ee n  th ro w n  o u t, sa v in g  
they had chosen not to at­
tend.

Evidence from the former 
head o f  Saddam  H usse in 's  
office, Ahmed KhudavTr. and 
form er ch ief o f  foreign intel­
ligence, H assan al-O beidi. 
w as expected on M onday .

M r K h u d a y ir  h ea d e d  
Saddam  H ussein 's p re s id e n t 
tial office from 1995 to the fa 11 
o f  the regim e and was known 
to have attended a military 
planning session on g Vpnl 
2003, tw o days before the 
A m ericans entered Baghdad.

The new  ch ief judge took 
over last month after the res­
ignation o f  chief judge Rizgar 
Amin and has adopted a more 
hardline approach to the de­
fendants.

D e fe n c e  la w y e rs  bad 
s to rm e d  o u t o f  co u rt and 
Saddam  H ussein and som e 
o f  his co-defendants failed to 
show up at the past few ses­
sions.

The B B C ’s Jon Brain in 
Baghdad says the prosecu­
tion was aw are that the spec­
tacle o f  an empty dock risked 
further underm ining a trial 
th a t h ad  r e p e a te d ly  d e ­
scended into farce.

But he says if  the defen­
d an ts  w ere  b ro u g h t in b> 
force, defence lawyers would 
argue it proved their claim
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Stiletto workout: Part 
of the heeling process

T lhe gym  that brought 
New Yorkers “Cardio 
S tr ip te a s e ” has 

d re a m e d  up “ S ti le t to  
Strength,” a w orkout to get 
women in shape to w ear the 
highest o f  heels.

At a recen t lunch-tim e 
session at Crunch gym near 
Times Square, dancer ̂ rnber 
E fe d e m o n s tra te d  how  to 
strut like a cat-walk m odel, 
p ivo ting  on six-inch  heels 
that would challenge even the 
most ardent follower o f  shoe 
king M anolo Biahnik.

“ Im agine y o u ’re at the 
bar, raise oiie hand high like 
you 're  holding your drink,” 
she  to ld  th e  c la ss , m u sic  
pounding  as she acted  the 
part o f  a club-goer w orking 

I through a crowd.
“D on’t spill the drink ,”

! she told the group, a mix o f  
| w o m en  w h o  c le a r ly  had  
| p le n ty  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  and 

others still tottering on shoes 
that d idn’t show much wear.

C r u n c h ’s c la s s  l is t  
includes “Circus Sports” and 

I “ C y c le  K a ra o k e ” an d  
i n a t io n a l  f i tn e s s  d ir e c to r

Donna C yrus said the most 
popular nontraditional class 
in recent years was “t'a rd io  
Striptease,” aerobics with a 
sexy twist.

“ S tile tto  S treng th” was 
la u n c h e d  in  Ja n u a ry  in 
response  to c lien t g rip ing  
about getting back into high 
heels for winter.

“ T h e y ’re  b u s in e s ­
sw om en and they  have to 
w ear heels so they w ant to 
u n d e rs ta n d  how  to lo o k  
b e t te r  in th em  an d  fee l 
confident,” Cyrus said.

Participants w ear running 
shoes for the first part o f  the 
c la s s , w h ic h  fo c u se s  on 
stren g th en in g  low er body  
and abdom inal m uscles and 
im p ro v in g  b a la n c e  an d  
posture. The heels com e out 
for the last 15 minutes.

“1 cam e at the beginning 
ju st because I w as curious,” 
said Andrea Kussack. 27, who 
isn ’t required to dress up for 
her jo b  but needs practice 
wearing “going-out'' shoes.

“ I recently bought for my 
boyfriend’s Christm as party 
these really high heels. 1 made

it th rough  the n igh t but it 
w asn ’t the m ost enjoyable 
th in g  and I h a v e n ’t w orn 
them since," she said.

So w hat is the secret to 
walking tall?

“Your abs and don’t look 
dow n. Look w here y o u ’re 
going,” said instructor Kafi 
Pierre.

“ A n d  y o u r  an k le  
strength, if you have weak 
an k les  y o u 'l l  tend to roll ; 
inward or outw ards."

C y ru s  c a lle d  in a ; 
podiatrist to assess the class, 
which has been launched in 
"New York, Los Angeles and 
Miami. “ He said ‘You know, 
th e  a n s w e r  is w o m en  
s h o u ld n 't  w e a r  h e e ls , ’” 
C yrus said.

But she said w om en will 
w ear them anyway.

“Your feet will probably 
never recover because it’s 
not a position y o u ’re meant 
to be in all day long,” she 
sa id . “ T h is  c la s s  w ill 
s tre n g th e n  y o u r  legs and  
your core, it will make it less 
painful, but it will never be 
pain free.”_________________

Members o f  the Japanese Olympic snowboarding team after arriving at the Malpensa Airport in 
Milan, northern Italy. February 4, 2006.

Olympic team still waiting for lost
luggage
T he S p a n ish  W in te r 

O lym pic  team  have 
g o t o f f  to  an 

u n fo r tu n a te  s ta r t  to  the  
Games with several members 
o f  the 31-strong squad still 
w aiting for their luggage to 
turn up after arriving in Turin 
Monday.

C o m p e tito rs  w ere  le ft 
w ith o u t sk is , sn ow boards 
and cases after their luggage 
was lost on departure from 
the new ly opened term inal at 
M a d rid 's  B a'rajas a irp o rt, 
Spanish m edia reported  on 
Thursday.

“Things haven ’t started 
w ell for reasons that have 
n o th in g  to  do  w ith  the  
com petition,” the head o f  the 
Spanish Olym pic Com m ittee 
A le ja n d ro  B la n c o  w as 
quoted as saying by sports 
daily Marca.

“ I t ’s sad  th a t w e are  
arguing about som ething like 
this before the G am es.... They

are looking for the luggage 
in M adrid.”

S p a in ’s o n ly  r e a lis t ic  
m edal hope is sk ier M aria

Jo se  R ie n d a , w ho  is 
com peting in the giant slalom 
event. She is not expected to 
arrive in Turin until Friday

Judge shelves case 
over Jesus’ existence
A n Italian atheist lost 

h is  le g a l c ru s a d e  
against the C atholic 

Church on Thursday when a 
judge rejected his attem pts to 
sue a priest for saying that 
Jesus existed 2,000 years ago, 
the priest's  lawyer said.

Luigi C ascio li, 72, had 
argued his hom etow n priest 
and form er schoolm ate had 
effectively broken an Italian 
law  m ean t to  p ro te c t the 
public from being conned.

But instead o f  granting  
Cascioli his request to bring 
the case to court, the judge 
reco m m en d ed  m ag istra tes  
investigate him  for slandering 
priest Enrico Righi, R ighi’s 
lawyer, Bruno Severo said. 
The 76-year-old priest said he

was delighted by the news
“Thank G od it's  over." 

Righi told Reuters. “I ’m glad 
it has ended like this, because 
imagine if  it had gone on and 
on .'’

Cascioli, author o f  a book 
called “ The Fable o f  Christ." 
said  the court had not >et 
inform ed him o f the ruline. 
But he was not surprised, and 
sa id  he w o u ld  ap p e a l to  
I ta ly ’s h ig h e s t co u rt, and 
then to The H ague. A sked 
a b o u t th e  p o s s ib i l i ty  he 
w ould be tried for slander, 
C asc io li ch u ck led , say ing  
th a t to  p ro v e  he lie d , 
prosecu to rs w ould  have to 
p ro v e  th a t Je su s  e x is te d . 
“ T h e y  d o n ’t h a v e  any  
proof,” he said.

President Bush looks at Speaker o f  the House Dennis Hasten, R-lll, right, at the House Republican 
Conference, Friday, Feb. 10, 2006 in Cambridge, Md.

Oops! - Bush unaware mikes were still on

T h e  e a v e s d ro p p in g  
tables w ere turned on 
P re s id e n t B ush  on 

F rid a y . T h e  p re s id e n t 
apparently believed he was 
speaking privately when he 
ta lk e d  a b o u t l is te n in g  in 
w ith o u t a w a r ra n t  on 
dom estic  co m m u n ica tio n s 
w ith  su s p e c te d  a l-Q a id a  
te r r o r is ts  o v e rse a s . B u t 
re p o r te r s  w ere  th e  o n es  
do ing  the lis ten ing  in th is 
time.

The incident happened at 
a House Republican retreat.

>iA.oft *’s}x ifture 'O t  'pTtbIic

rem ark s by the p resid en t, 
reporters w ere ushered out. 
“ I support the free press, le t’s 
just get them out o f the room,” 
Bush said, intending to speak 
b eh ind  c losed  do o rs  w ith  
fellow Republicans and lake 
lawm akers' quc. si ions.

When reponers left, Bush 
spoke  ab o u t the  N ational 
S ecu rity  A gency  p rog ram  
that he authorized, four years 
ago and w hich  has draw n 
criticism from Democrats and 
Republicans alike.

H o w ev er. ijie
microphoneSj s;aved '< n Jpr a

few  m inutes. That allow ed 
journalists back at the W hite 
H o u se  to  e a v e s d ro p  on 
B u s h 's  d e fe n s e  o f  the  
eavesdropping. His private 
statem ents w ere basically no 
different from w hat h e ’s said 
in public.

“ I w an t to  share som e 
thoughts with you before I 
a n s w e r  y o u r  q u e s t io n s .” 
Bush began. “First o f  all. 1 
e x p e c t th is  c o n v e rs a tio n  
w e 're  about to have to stay 
in the room . 1 know tha t's  

jm ptg>sible in \tY<H.hiIngton." 
 ̂ He rjgtyf. 5 ,i; ,0 , n ,n

Luigi Cascioli holds up his book ‘Lafavola di Cristo' (The fable o f  Christ) as he enters a courth, use 
in the city o f  Viterbo, Italy January 27, 2006. Cascioli lost his iegal crusade against the Catholic 
Church on Thursday when a judge rejected his attempts to  sue a priest fo r  saying that Jesus existed 
.̂OiffO^years^ago, thegnesi's lawyer said.  ̂ ■' ‘



Page 18 Daily Trust Tuesday, February 14. 20<

T H E  N i g e r i a n
STOCK EXCHANGE

Announces the Official commissioning of its Kaduna Branch

ELECTRONIC /  AUTOMATED TRADING SYSTEM
(Electronic On-line / Real-Time Dealings) 

by His Excellency
Alhaji Ahmed Mohammed Makarfi
Executive Governor, kaduna State

Time: Wednesday, February 15, 2006 

Venue: €8 Intercity Drive, Broad Bank Building (2nd Floor) 

Mogadishu layout, Kaduna

THE N igerian
STOCK EXCHANGE ... committed to wealth creation
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INSIDE
Currencies

West African 
Unit of Account

Country
The Gambia
Ghana
Guinea
Liberia
S/Leone
Nigeria

N Equivalent
6.0320
0.0143
0lt)588
1.8633
3,563.84
192.48

Parallel Market
Average 

Dollar 144 145
Pounds 261 262

Minister wants 
Nigeria’s aids 
channeled to 

MDGs

N ig e ria ’s developm ent 
p a r tn e rs  h av e  b een  
ad v ise d  to  ch a n n e l 

aids intended for Nigeria into 
areas th a t w o u ld  help  her 
m e e t th e  M ille n n iu m  
Development Goals (MDGs).

F in a n c e  M in is te r , Dr. 
N gozi O konjo-Iw eala made 
the appeal in A buja last week 
at an interactive session w ith 
aids donor com munity.

The minister informed the 
donors about a presidential 
directive that henceforth, all 
aids to N igeria w ould be co­
coordinated by the M inister 
o f  F inance, assisted by the 
E co n o m ic  A d v ise r  to  the  
President.

The m inister also briefed 
the international com m unity 
on the state o f  the economy, 
a p p e a l in g  to  th e  few  

.countries yet to endorse the 
bilateral agreement to seal the 
U SD  18 billion  deb t re lie f 
granted N igeria by the Paris 
C lub to quickly to do so.

S p e a k in g  o n  th e  n ew  
focus o f  the economic reform 
programme, the m inister said 
efforts are being explored to 
ensure that the citizens feel 
m ore im pact o f  the reform  
even  as e ffo rts  are b e in g  
in te n s if ie d  to  p a s s  th e  
bepefits o f  debt re lie f  into 
areas that have direct positive 
im p a c t on th e  o rd in a ry  
citizens.

S he a n n o u n c e d  th a t 
efforts would be intensified 
tow ards an early passage o f  
som e im portant bills being 
considered by the National 
Assembly. They include the 
Fiscal Responsibility' Bill, the 
P ro cu rem en t B ill and the 
A nti-Trust and Com petition 
Bill.

T h e  in te rn a tio n a l 
c o m m u n ity  w as a lso  
implored to help Nigeria in the 
f i |h t  o f  the dreaded bird flu 
d is e a s e  w h ich  has b ee n

«  *  «

Group Managing Director, WEMA Bank Pic, Mr. Adebisi Omoyemi, with AIC O N  Insurance CEO, Barrister Ibrahim 
Jimoh, during a visit by the form er in Abuja ...recently.

Ministry revalidates mining licences
V  tw t.  ft.,, m inictn, anH “Issuance o f  such titles

O f  the 4 ,000  m in ing  
lic en c es  issu ed  by  
the M inistry o f  Solid 

M inerals Developm ent since 
its inception, only 1,537 o f  
them  w ere subm itted for rev­
alidation out o f  w hich 1,417 
w ere successful.

Special assistan t to the 
minister on media, Diran Oni- 
fade told newsm en yesterday 
in A buja that 33 w ere p ro­
visionally successful, subject 
to the p rov ision  o f  fu rther 
requirem ents, while 87 were 
denied revalidation.

The categories o f  titles for 
the revalidated licences incl­
ude entry perm its, prospec­
ting rights, exclusive prospe­
cting licences, m ining leases, 
quarrying leases and quarr­
ying licences.

O nifade exp lained  that 
from  the m in istry’s records, 
about 4 ,000 m ining leases, 
licences and perm its w ere 
issued.

"B ut when asked to come 
up w ith evidence to support 
th e ir  l ic e n c e s , w h en  the  
revalidation exercise started 
la te  last year, on ly  1,537 
subm itted their licences-for 
thp exercise," he said.

He said the exercise was 
part o f  the cleaning up exer­

cise o f  both the m inistry and 
the title registry in an effort 
to  reposition  them  to m eet 
service delivery and conform 
w ith international standards.

He explained that once 
the com puterisa tion  o f  the

cadastre unit o f  the m inistry 
w as co m p le te d , lic e n c e s , 
leases and perm its could be 
done on-line from different 
parts o f  the country, w hich 
w ould also ensure transpa­
rency.

Issuance o f  such titles 
would also be done on first 
com e first serve basis and 
w ould be based only on merit 
as against the previous prac­
tice where it was the exclusive 
right o f  the m inister to issue 
licences,” he said.

Transport ministry strategises for transformation
F C1

lollowing a presidential 
directive to the m inister 
o f  transport, Dr. Abiye

S. P Sekibo to evolve a more 
p ra g m a tic  b lu e -p r in t th a t 
would facilitate rapid transfo­
rm ation o f  the nation’s tran­
sport sector, the m inistry has 
convened  an In te r-M in ist­
erial m eeting o f  stakeholders 
on the review  o f  m aster plan 
on integrated transportation 
in frastructu re and national 
transport policy in the cou­
ntry.

It w ould be recalled that 
presidential O lusegun O bas­
anjo, at a forum at the villa 
directed the transport m inis­
ter to do som ething fast to tr­
ansform  the transport sector. 
Since then. Business Trust 
gathered the transport m ini­
ster has been cracking brain 
to prove to his boss that he

By Sunday E jike Benjamin,|
Senior Reporter

can change the face o f  the na­
tion ’s transport sector for the 
better.

One o f  such m oves was 
the inter-m inisterial m eeting 
to review  the m aster plan on 
in te g ra te d  tr a n s p o r ta tio n  
infrastructure as well as the 
national transport policy held 
y e s te rd a y  in  A b u ja . T he 
meeting will also dialogue and 
evolve strategies that w ould

Foreign Exchange Rates
C urrency Buying S elling
Dollar 131.86 132.86
Pounds 239.27 241.09
E l RO 164.42 165.66
YEN 120 1.21
WAUA 193.58 195.04
RIVAL 35.15 35.42
CI A  ' 0240 0.250
Rand 

* ?*S Dollar *
«  20.54 .21.55 .

Y.ian 16.00 17.00
i  m vs w  *.-*r.

he OPEC President and 
M in ister o f  S tate for 
Petroleum  Resources, 

Dr Edm und D aukoru, says 
the current high cost o f  crude 
oil is not likely to nose dive.

“ I believe the current high 
crude prices will not return to 
the old days when a barrel 
sold at between 20 dollars and 
28 dollars," Daukoru said in 
a chat with newsmen in Abuja 
yesterday.

A ccording to him. those
d a y s  a r e  g o n e  f o r e v e r  g iv e n

the high dem and o f  oil in
c o u n tr ie s  su c h  as In d ia .
China and the Americas, 

tr m- m  <m atmm -w. -m,

m ove the transport sector o f  
the econom y forw ard in an 
in tegrated  and coordinated  
manner.

A ddressing the m eeting, 
the transport m inister poin­
ted  out tha t the sector has 
over the years suffered from 
“criminal neglect, due mainly 
to  d w in d lin g  g o v e rn m e n t 
funds in the sectors. Worse 
still, the sector also suffers 
from  u n co o rd in a ted  p lans 
and fragm ented institutional 
fram ew ork  w hich leads to 
intermodal imbalance”

H e sa id  th a t th e  h ig h  
prices w ere due to w orries o f  
high dem and o f  gasoline in 
the A m ericas as well as low 
refining capacity.

“ I expect p rices by the 
close o f  the year to be at bet­
ween 65 dollars and 67 dollars 
per barrel.

“We may see som e fluct­
uations here and there but 
not perm anent dec line ,” he 
said.

He sa id  th e re  m ust be 
deliberate efforts to improve 
refining capacity in consu- 

- m ing nations as a panacea to 
high cost o f  refined products. 

« «*'W*e OPEC president said 
that re fin ing  cap ac ity  had

First Bank, 
Ecobank to 
merge Sept

From Bright Ewulu, Depun
Business Editor (Lagos)

F irs t B an k  o f  N ig eria  
P ic has  an n o u n c ed  a 
gross earning ofN 50.54 

billion for the n ine m onths 
ended  D ecem ber 2005. as 
against N 40.60 billion reco­
rded  in the sam e period in
2004. Even as it says m erger 
w ith Ecobank w ill beconc- 
luded sept.2006.

A cco rd ing  to  a release 
from the bank signed bv ts 
H ead Im age M an ag en it it 
Jide ogundeleP rofit Before 
Tax for the period inc reas 'd  
by 33 percent to N15.15 bil­
lion over N 1 1.38 billion po­
sted for the sam e period last 
year. Similarly Profit After 1 a \ 
increased from  N 8 .75 billion 
to 11.67 billion. This repres­
ents a 33.35 p e rc en t growth 

He said with this p erf >rm- 
ance, F irstB ank has, ay.nn 
consolidated  its leadership  
position  in the industry a^ 
N ig e r ia ’s m o st p ro fita b le  
bank,adding that this steller 
p e rfo rm a n c e  is  d riv en  by 
com m itted s ta ff  and cutting- 
edge IT infrastructure typi­
fied by on-line real-tim e ban­
king, internet banking w hich 
h av e  b ro a d e n e d  d e liv e ry  
channels to custom ers

With Shareholders’ Funds 
currently a tN 54  billion and a 
branch network o f  about ; S~, 
out o f  w hich 307 or 92 per 
cent are on-line real-time, the 
B a n k ’s rec en t in te g ra tio n  
w ith FBN (M erchant Bank­
ers) Limited and M BC Intern­
ational Bank Pic prov ides a 
fresh fillip for business exp­
ansion.

A ccording to the Head 
Im age M anagem ent the next 
few m onths is expected  to 
w itn e ss  a n o th e r  flu rry  o f  
a c t iv i t ie s  in  th e  B a n k 's  
integration process.

Hard time 
awaits banks, 
telecom covs
From Shakirat Abdulmajevd.

Correspondent lLagosi

Crude oil prices to remain high - Dcnioru

T
-1 - p

G SM operators. Telec­
om m unication  com ­
panies and som e ba­

nks w ith high masts across 
the country may soon be on 
collision course w ith ,i\ iation 
authorities follow mg i pla­
nned increase on the av iation 
clearance fees being co lle ­
cted on the masts.

The impending in 
has to do with the >. 
sw erv ing  o f  respon 
between the nation 
atory  body, N igeria 
A viation A uthority, 
and the N igerian  A 
M anagem ent Auenc 
MA.

N A M A has recem 
en up to challenge t 
e c tio n  o f  av ia tio n  
clearance fees which 
had all alone beer

icment 
n going 
'ib ility  

regal-. 
i C ivil 
NCAA 
i rspace 
V. NA-

v wok- 
e coll-

VC A \  jj 
:tine i
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Becoming an effective manager
A n effective m anager 

p ay s  a t te n t io n  to  
m an y  fa c e ts  o f  

management, leadership and 
learning within organizations. 
So, i t’s difficult to take the 
to p ic  o f  “m a n a g e m e n t 
su c c e ss” and say th a t the 
follow ing ten item s are the 
most important.

(1) The m ost im portant 
issue in management success 
is being a person that others 
want to follow. Every action 
you take during your career 
in  an o rg a n is a tio n  h e lp s  
determine whether people will 
one day w ant to follow you.

(2) A successful manager, 
one w hom  o th e rs  w an t to 
follow:

(3) Builds effective and 
re sp o n s iv e  in te rp e rs o n a l 
relationships. Reporting staff 
m e m b ers , c o lle a g u e s  and  
executives respect his or her

collaboration, respect, trust 
and attentiveness.

(4) C o m m u n ic a te s  
effectively  in person, print 
and email.

(5) Listening and two-way 
feedback characterize his or 
her interaction with others.

(6 ) Builds the team  and 
e n a b le s  o th e r  s ta f f  to  
collaborate m ore effectively 
with each other People feel 
they  have becom e m ore  - 
more effective, more creative, 
m ore  p ro d u c tiv e  - in the 
presence o f  a team builder.

(7 ) U n d e rs ta n d s  the  
f in a n c ia l a s p e c ts  o f  the  
business and sets goals and 
m e a su re s  and  d o c u m e n ts  
s ta ff progress and success.

(8) Knows how  to create 
an  en v iro n m e n t in w h ich  
peop le experience positive 
m orale and recognition and 
em ployees are m otivated to 
work hard for the success o f

ability to dem onstrate caring, the business.

Employee 
motivation and 
positive morale
D evelopm ent is more 

than training : The 
o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  

personal developm ent is one 
o f  th e  m o re  im p o r ta n t 
v a r ia b le s  in  p e rso n n e l 
s e le c tio n  an d  re te n tio n  
to d ay . T ra in in g  an d  
e d u c a tio n , in  w h a t the  
em p lo y ee  is  in te re s te d  in 
learning, is one o f  the key 
fa c to rs  in  re te n tio n  an d  
motivation. Em ployers who 
pay for classes, conferences, 
an d  i p ro fe s s io n a l
associations encourage staff 
g ro w th  an d  en su re  s ta f f  
motivation. One o f  my clients, 
a m id-sized m anufacturing 
c o m p a n y  in R o m u lu s , 
M ichigan was com m itted to 
b e c o m in g  a le a rn in g  
o rg a n iz a tio n  an d  to  the  
ongoing professional growth 
o f  staff.

T h ey  p a id  fo r  c la sse s  
em ployees took, regardless 
o f  to p ic , b e c a u se  th ey  
b e lie v e d  th e y  had  b e t te r  
em ployees when em ployees 
chose to learn and develop 
their knowledge. At this same 
company, a press supervisor 
and a press operator shared 
with me that they were having 
troub le  app ly ing  the team  
development skills they were 
learning from me at work.

Their local Rotary Club 
an d  th e ir  L it t le  L ea g u e  
B a se b a ll te am  w ere  
benefiting, howeyer. As the 
com pany gradually changed 
its culture^ the practice they 
had iri team  building within 
the o u ts id e  o rg a n isa tio n s

bore fruit within the company. 
So, c ro ss-fe rtiliza tio n  w ill 
benefit your organization in 
the long run.

I d o n ’t think m any will 
a rg u e  w ith  m e a b o u t the  
im p o r ta n c e  o f  s ta f f  
development. The important 
tw ist, how ever, is to allow  
staff m em bers to determ ine 
the areas in which they want 
e d u c a tio n  an d  tra in in g . 
T hese ideas w ill help you 
increase sta ff m otivation by 
providing opportunities for 
development.

In conjunction with each 
s ta f f  p e rso n  an d  th e ir  
su p e rv is o r ,  c re a te  a 
Perform ance D e\e lo p m en t 
P lan  w h ich  is re v ie w e d  
quarterly.

O ffe r  re g u la r , a c tiv e  
a s s is ta n c e  to  e n a b le  
em ployees to carry out their 
p la n s . A n e x a m p le  is to  
m onitor topics about which 
m an y  e m p lo y e e s  seek  
inforrrfation and offer classes 
and learning opportunities in 
th e se  a re a s . E n su re  th a t 
supervisors are sitting down 
with employees quarterly and 
th a t p e o p le  a re  m a k in g  
progress on their plan. Use 
stow months in  your business 
as o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r s ta f f  
development.

P ay  fo r  c la s se s , 
c o n fe re n c e s , b o o k s , and  
other learning opportunities 
fo r a ll s ta ff . A sk  s ta f f  to  
regularly  visit custom ers to 
learn Jnore about their needs 
from )iour organization.

Read H n n k s  o r  - i - r  v i r l <»/-..

(9) Leads by example and others do the same. and develop their skills and e d u c a tio n  an d  o n -th e - obi
provides recognition  w hen (10) Helps people grow c a p a b i l i t ie s  th ro u g h  learning.

together as a staff. Schedule 
tim e to discuss w hat people 
are learning from the reading. 
U se the reading to  develop 
new  ideas and approaches. 
A t TechSm ith C orporation  
(the developers o f  Snaglt and 
C a m ta s ia  so f tw a re  fo r 
m ultim edia screen capture), 
the m arketing sta ff regularly 
s e le c ts  an d  re a d s  b o o k s  
which will help them  develop 
their marketing skills.

Schedule m eetings which 
span several departm ents or 
two layers o f  m anagem ent in 
your organization. Use these 
meetings as opportunities to 
teach em ployees about your 
business.

Ask v a rio u s  peo p le  to 
represent your departm ent at 
c o m p a n y  m e e tin g s . 
Employees! will expand their 
outlook, feel im portant and 
e x p a n d  th e ir  k n o w le d g e  
about the business.

S c h e d u le  p e o p le  in to  
assignm ents that stretch their 
skills and cause them to  learn.

P ro v id e  c ro ss - tra in in g  
o p p o rtu n ities  so th a t s ta ff  
m em bers learn all o f  the jobs 
in the ir w ork areas. Y ou’ll 
increase your flexibility and • 
theirs as well.

U se  p ro m o tio n s  an d  
lateral assignm ents to further 
develop sta ff skills.

E lim inate jo b s  th a t 'a re  
rep e titiv e  and th a t have a 
deadly sameness day in and 
day out. Think about whjat is 
happening tp  the minds, the 
talent^, the 'in terest and the  
flexibility o f  the people who 
djo them. Your staff deserves

41---

The Government o f  N iger State wishes to bring to the notice ot' 
the general public that Engineer Abdulkadir A. Kure, the Executiv e 
Governor o f  N iger State, has approved the revocation o f  the 
Right o f Occupancy / Certificate o f Occupancy o f  the underlisted 
allottees o f  plot / land(s) for non-development and paym ent o f 
Annual Ground Rent(s).

LISTS OF REVOCATION

1. M ALLA M  IBRAHIM  BABA NGS 8144 PLO T No. 23 M TP 43

2. M ATHIAS NAPO KA  DAUDA NGS 4201 PART O F M TP 20 LA Y O U T

3. EW ARD DAUDA N GS 1118 PLO T No. 55 M TP 20 LAYOUT

4. MRS. FATIMA M AHM UD I. NCjS 11235 PLO T No. 60 M TP 20 LAYOL I

5. FRAN CIS UABOR N cjs  4135 PLOT No. 159 MTp! 25 LAYOUT

6. M RS. PADA ABU • j N q s  4161 PLO T No. 175 M TP 25 LAYOUT

7.
4 !

N q s  16983 PART O F M TP 77 LAYOUT

8. : i PLO T No. 11 MTP 20 LAYOUT

9. PLO T No. 24 M TP So LAYOUT

10.
t

PLOT No. 71 M TP 21 LAYOUT

M- A BUJA  IN DU STRIES LTD NGS 22908 IN D U STRIA L NEW  W USE

12. PROPERTY  D EV ELO PM EN T AND

M A N A G EM EN T SERVICES LTD NGS 22909 CO M M ERCIA L NBW W USE

13. A LH AJI ISAH M OH A M M ED N GS 345 CO M M ERCIA L B IpA

14. ALL STATES TRAVELS LTD i / N GS 28372- SU LEJA

15. M ERA CG  N IGERIA LIM ITED N GS 20345 “

16. M O H A M M ED  SANI NASIRU N GS 28834 I

17. A LH AJI ,RABO A BDU LLLA HI S/PA\yA NGS 28457
i
i

18. A LH AJI SULEIM AN  S/PAWA NGS 20230

19. M OI ASSO CIATED  TECH N O LO G IES LTD. N GS 9073 M INNA

S IG N E D :  
P E R M A N E N T  S E C R E T A R Y
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e ernes n
Ogoni village

T he Shell Petroleum de 
velopm ent com pany 
has den ied  offering  

bribe to a village and its ch ief 
in Ogoni land describing the 
allegation as baseless.

In a s ta te m en t in P ort 
Harcourt, the com pany said, 
it only made donations to the 
m inistry o f  environm ent in 
connection w ith an oil spill, 
saying the gesture was purely 
humanitarian.

The statem ent from  the 
com pany read in part: “the 
Shell Petroleum Development 
Com pany SPDC has been in­
form ed o f  allegations m ade 
by the N ational Youth C oun­
cil o f  Ogoni People that the 
com pany paid a bribe o f  N5 
m illion and also  gave food 
items to the param ount ruler 
o f  K-Dere in Ogoni land in an 
attem pt to “underm ine resist­
ance” and sw ay “ local re­
solve,” this is not true.

T he c o m p a n y  h an d e d  
over relief materials to the Riv­
ers State M inistry o f  Environ­
m ent for onw ard delivery to

Freight 
forwarders form 
new association
From Adelanvva Bamgboye,

Correspondent (Lagos)

E ive m ajor freight for 
w arding associations 
in  N ig e r ia  h av e  re- 
[ to establish a Federa­

tion o f  Freight Forwarders As­
sociations ofN igeria (FFAN).

T hese a s so c ia tio n s  in ­
clude the National A ssocia­
tion o f  Government Approved 
F re ig h t F o rw a rd e rs
(N A G A FF), A ssociation o f  
N igerian  L icense C ustom s 
Agents (AN LCA ), Institute 
o f  Freight Forwarders o fN i­
geria (IFFN) the National As­
sociation o f  Road Transport 
Owners (NARTO) and Road 
Transport Em ployers A sso­
ciation ofN igeria (RTEAN).

In a statem ent dated Feb­
ruary 6th 2006 signed by Dr. 
B o n ifa c e  O. A n ie b o n a m  
Protem National co-ordinator 
and logistics m anager it was 
stated that other small group 
associations, corporate and 
individual practitioners are to 
ind ica te  th e ir  in te rest and 
membership in writing.

W hile appealing to all le­
gitim ate stakeholders to sup­
port this great objective for 
fre igh t fo rw arders  to  take 
their rightful position in the 
com ity  o f  p ro fessionals in 
Nigeria, Dr. A niebonam  said 
that the FFAN as envisaged 
is to take over the adm inistra­
tion and m anagem ent o f  the 
council o f  registered freight 
forwarders when it eventually 
take off.

A Bill seeking to regulate 
freight forwarding practices in 
Nigeria is before the National 
Assembly.

F rom  Ikenna Em eka 
O k p an i, Bureau Chief, 

(Port Harcourt)

K-Dere community in respect 
o f  an oil spill, which occurred 
when unknown persons tam ­
pered w ith a wellhead in the 
area. Officials o f  the m inistry 
had  b ro k e red  d isc u ss io n s  
between SPDC and the com ­
munity at which it was agreed 
that SPDC should supply the 
relief materials to the affected 
people.

The materials w ere given 
p u re ly  on h u m a n ita r ia n  
grounds.

T he com pany has been 
involved in a running battly 
w ith com m unities in Ogoni 
land since the crisis that led 
to the execution o f  Ken Saro 
Wiwa.

Former Head o f  State, Chief Ernest Shonekan, NUJ president, Smart Adeyemi, andDG, ITF, Prof Olu Akerejola, at an award ceremony ' 
fo r  Prof. Akerejola in Abuja...recently

Nigerians to access energy services by 2007
T he federal governm ent 

has set 2007 as target 
for 60% ofNigerians to 

acess energy services.
Presently, only 40 per­

cen t o f  the entire N igerian  
population has access to en­
ergy services, while h a lf  o f  
this figure goes to rural dwell­
ers.

Power and Steel Minister,
Senator Liyel Imoke gave the 
indication yesterday in Abuja 
at the inaugura tion  o f  the 
National M ultisectoral Com ­
m itte e  on  E n erg y  A ccess  
(N M C E A ) h e ld  a t th e  
ECOWAS Secretariat.

Im oke stated that apart 
from constraining econom ic 
developm ent, inadequate ac­
cess to energy especially in 
the rural areas o fN igeria  has 
also perpetuated the vicious 
cycle o f  poverty, noting that 
this has profound implications 
for the country’s inability to 
achieve the objectives o f  the 
M illen n iu m  D ev e lo p m en t 
Goals (M DG) as well as the 
laudable goals o f  the National 
Economic Empowerment and 
D e v e lo p m e n t S tra te g y  
(NEEDS).

The M ulti-sectoral com ­
mittee which has as its Chair­
m an . P ro fe s s o r  A n th o n y  
A degbu lugbe . P residen tia l 
Adviser on Energy and N a­
tional Coordinator o f  NAPEP,
Dr. M agnus Kpakol as Vice- 
chairm an has o ther eleven 
m em b ers  d raw n  from  the 
presidency, pow er and steel,
Energy Com m ission. Power 
Holding Company ofNigeria,
NNPC, SMEDAN, Ministry of 
Agriculture, Women Affairs, 
Cooperation and Integration 
in Africa, Environment and the 
Chairman, House, o f  re-

)..V  I : u  f. A ./! ,! /.* !

s e n ta t iv e s  C o m m itte e  on 
Power.

The terms o f  reference o f  
the com m ittee according to 
Imoke, a re : To Identify energy 
options for rural and peri-ur- 
ban areas in the six geo-po- 
litical zones in the country

Austin Odo, Business 
Editor

and develop strategies to en­
hance energy access, apart 
from advising on im plem en­
tation strategies to increase 
average energy access from

40 percent to 60 percent by 
2007.

O ther term s o f  reference 
are to coordinate and harm o­
nize energy access initiatives 
o f  various governm ent m in­
istries, departments and agen­
cies and also coordinate all

Virgin Nigeria slammed 
N.5m fine over safety rules

T he n a tio n ’s av ia tio n  
regu la to ry  body, the 
Nigerian Civil Aviation 

A u th o r ity , N C A A , has 
slammed a fine o f  N.5 million 
on Virgin Nigeria airlines, for 
violating safety rules.

T h e  a ir l in e  w as s a n c ­
tioned by the N CAA for fail­
ing to carry out an air w orthi­
ness directive passed on to it 
by the ministerial task force 
on verification o f  airw orthi­
ness o f  commercial aircraft in 
the country.

Operational style o f  the 
airline also drew  the anger o f  
the regulatory body when a 
plot to fly some N igerian de­
portees with a cargo aircraft 
was uncovered. The

D e p o r te e s  w ere  to  b e  
flown home on the order o f  
P re s id e n t O lu se g u n  
Obasanjo.

[ NCAA got wind o f  the devel­
opm ent and ordered a stop.

In a letter conveying dis­
approval, Director General o f  
NCAA, Dr Harold Demuren 
insisted that appropriate pas­
senger aircraft be used for the 
exercise. _____________

Prof. Borishade, 
Minister

Aviation

rom Shakirat Abdulmajeed,
Correspondent (Lagos)
A release signed by the 

M edia A ssistant to the D irec­
tor General o f  NCAA, Sam 
A durogboye, indicated that 
the airline flaunt safety direc­
tives by continue to operate f 
with an aircraft which had ear- j 
lier been m arked ‘not airwor- j 
th y ’ by  the task force.

A durogboye said  in the ! 
release that “ the v iolation 
arose from  unaccom plished 
a ir  w o rth in e s s  d ire c tiv e ,
A D 99-10-12 o f  one o f  its air­
craft, a  contravention o f  the 
requirement o f  continuing air­
w o rth in ess  9 o f  a irc ra ft as 
stipulated by A ir N avigation 
R egulation(A N R s) and fo r 
w hich appropriate penalties 
are stipulated in schedule 15 
(1 -4) o f  the ANRs.”

The regulatory authority 
also fined the pilot that flew 
the aircraft and the ground 
engineerN 50,000.00 each, for 
a llow ing  them selves to  be 
used.

In a related developm ent, 
a plan by the airline to airlift 
N igerian  depo rtees w ith  a 
cargo plane has been turned 
down by the regulatory body.
The airline was to airlift the 
deportees who w ere ordered 
home as illegal imm igrant on 
the order o f  the presidency.

Virgin Nigeria, according 
to  A d u ro g b o y e  h ad  c o n ­
cluded plans to airlift the de- | VE. Ehiomah said, 
poftee^j u-SiT̂ f f^c^rg^ plafle,jrj |6 According W him, despite

activities related to energy ac­
cess initiatives especially the 
Japanese Government funded 
p ro jec t, W orld  B ank  loan 
p ro je c t  an d  E C O W A S - 
W AEMU initiatives to avoid 
duplication o f  efforts and re­
sources.

Professor A degbulugbe, 
w ho  is  th e  c h a irm a n  o f  
NM CEA in his w elcom e ad­
dress at the

o cc as io n , sa id  th a t the 
overall goal in setting up the 
com m ittee is to increase ac­
ce ss  to  e n e rg y  from  its 
present low base in order to 
guarantee better quality lives 
for the people o f  this coun- 
Jry^

Air transport workers 
demand autonomy for NCAA
A ir Tronennrt Qpr\/ipp  _t............................. ..... ......

i
i

ir Transport Service 
Senior S taff Associa 

J i o n  o f  N ig e r ia  
(ATSSAN) has asked the fed­
eral governm ent to give full 
au tonom y  to the  N igerian  
C iv il A v ia tio n  A u th o r ity  
(NCAA), saying ministerial 
interference is ham pering its 
performance.

“W hat we are having to­
day is cosm etic autonom y, 
N CA A  should be treated the 
w ay CBN is treated, DG o f 
N CA A  should be given the 
same powers Soludo is given. 
In other words, the aviation 
industry should be given the 
status o f  specialised govern­
m ent agency like we have in 
the CBN, SEC am ong others 
in the-financia l sector, the 
ATSSAN president, Solomon

From Samson Ojo,
! Correspondent (Lagos)

other banking institutions are 
under the ministry o f  finance, 
the minister hardly interfere in 
their day-to-day operations 
contrary to w hat is obtains in 
the aviation industry.

“Today the DGs, MDs arc 
errand boys at the corridor o f 
Alhaji Shehu Shagari secre­
tariat in A buja,” he said la­
m enting “they hardly  have 
tim e to sit down and attend 
to papers in their offices.

He argued that if  the agen­
cies in the bank ing  secto r 
could operate w ithout much 
interference from the super­
visory m inistry, there is no 
reason why the DG o f  NCAA 
could not ground any airline 
that breaches safety regula

^ ___  _ ti  J_|_r tibns Wlth'oUt ap'prtiVall frbrri
an) Ilyu^h j^ , ,b e |p r | |act thatrCBNj SEC aTtrd'l1, the a v te t t^ W in k te l^ 'I;-

(.<■!/' Sitr'ia v 'i’.'fV o': irsrTJ ' jo s s  ifortf iii> ’ ."Ml* v m  *bi i i d* ,u 
rrrriJi// gnifofiijd t v
it) > i ■ t •
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Solstice

Solstice, Pontiac’s first sports car
m  ‘•w'i i ̂  t w' (> ic ---------------- --—...................... v. J L .

T h e  S o ls tic e  is 
considered to be the 
P on tiac’s first sports 

car from GM vehicles ranging 
from  sedans to sport-utility 
v eh ic le s ,th e  com pany  has 
said.

The Solstice is the first 
ca r b u ilt on G M ’s K appa 
sm all-car, rear-w heel-drive 
p la tfo rm  and has a rig id ,

B y  H a m i s u  M u h a m m a d ,
Business Reporter

mostly hand-welded chassis 
because Pontiac will annually 
b u ild  on ly  2 0 .0 0 0 -3 0 ,0 0 0  
Solstices and such welding 
saves money.

A n if ty  sp o r ts  c a r  
p ro p o sed  by P o n tiac  w as 
shot down in the 1960s by

.1 uto b r ie f
China becomes net vehicle 

exporter

C hina becam e a net vehicle exporter for the first time last 
year, an official industry association said on Friday, 
h e lp e d  b y  th e  sa le  o f  c h e ap  m o d e ls  m o stly  to  

developing market.
The country exported 172,800 units in 2005, up 120 percent 

from a year earlier, with imports up a much smaller 8 percent at 
161,900 units, a  senior executive with the China Association 
o f  A utom obile M anufacturers told Reuters.

Recent investing new sM ySpace Rises As New O nline 
Star Defence pulls holes in first Enron witness Adidas plots 
Reebok brand Virgin Am erica ‘frustrated’ by US delays VW 
seeks longer hours for same pay

Chery Autom obile, G eely Autom obile Holdings Ltd. and 
Great Wall Automobile Holdings Co. Ltd. are among a handful 
o f  upstart C hinese vehicle m akers eager to push exports to 
diversify beyond their potentially oversupplied home market, 
industry executives said.

Hybrid cars
E nvironment-friendly hybrid car is expected to hit the 

Chinese market at the end o f  20Q6 after four years o f  
development. The cars tun on a mixture o f electricity and fuel 

and are made by several Chinese car makers, including the Dongfeng 
Motor Corporation (DFM), Chang'an Motor Corp, Chety Auto 
Company and the China FAW Group Corporation.

According to Wan Gang, head o f  a national team o f experts on 
the hybrid automobile program, scaled production o f the vehicles 
has been listed as a key task in China’s 11 th Five-Year Program from 
2006to 2010 so many more Chinese families will own the low-emission 
cars by 2010. The development o f hybrid vehicles was listed as a 
key project in China’s “863 program" - a national high-tech plan 
initiated in March' 1986 to enhance the country’s overall power - as 
part o f  the Tenth Five-Year Plan in the year 2001.

In recent years, Chinese experts have made great progress on 
the design and development o f a  series o f  hybrid buses, including 
the fuel-cell bus, the hybrid-electric bus and a bus purely run on 
electricity. r. ,? . ? * • r. i

GM  because it feared the car 
w o u ld  ea t in to  C h e v ro le t 
Corvette sales.

The main Solstice rival is 
th e  ic o n ic  M azd a  M ia ta , 
w hich arrived in 1989. I t’s 
been redone fo r 2006 and 
starts at $20,435. Ironically, 
Solstice show  car designer 
Franz von Holzhausen from 
G M ’s California studio has 
left GM for Mazda, a Ford 
M otor affiliate.

P o n tia c  is ab le  to  
introduce the Solstice for less 
than  20 g ran d  b ec au se  it 
dipped into G M ’s vast global 
parts bin for such things as 
th e  e n g in e /t ra n s m is s io n , 
se a ts , m ir ro rs ,  sw itc h e s , 
controls, fog lights and even 
back-up lights.

S tandard  item s include 
power steering, an adjustable

steering colum n and an AM / 
FM /CD  sound system , but 
not a heck o f  a lot else.

Optional items include air 
conditioning, cruise control, 
anti-lock brakes, an AM /FM / 
C D /M P3 p layer, po lished  
steel wheels, an Onstar and 
X M  satellite radio, rem ote 
k ey le ss  e n try  and  p o w er 
windows, locks and mirrors 
the car has Dual front airbags 
are standard, but forget side 
a irb a g s  o r an  a n t i- s k id  
system because they’re not 
offered. The plusher Saturn 
Sky tw o-seater arrives next 
year and will use the same 
rigid platform, which doesn’t 
allow convertible rattles and 
cowl shake.

P o w e rin g  th e  new  
Pontiac is G M ’s 2.4-liter dual- 
o v e rh e a d -c a m sh a f t 4-

c y l in d e r  e n g in e , tu c k e d  
u n d e r  a la rg e  h o o d  th a t 
opens in clamshell fashion as 
d o es th e  tru n k . T h is  
alum inum  16-valve engine 
produces 177 horsepow er, 
which is enough to propel the 
fa irly  heavy  2 ,8 6 0 -p o u n d  
Solstice to 60 mph in a fairly 
quick 7.4 seconds if  you rev 
it hard.

Its g ea rsh ift has fa irly  
short, easy throws and works 
with a decent light clutch that 
has only a m oderately long 
throw.

But third and fourth gears 
must be used most o f  the time 
because overdrive fifth gear 
is s tr ic t ly  fo r  h ig h w a y  
cruising; floor the accelerator 
pedal in fifth  gear at low  
speeds and acce lera tion  is 
virtually nonexistent.

The m inim alist interior 
looks plenty sporty and has 
g o o d  ro o m  fo r  tw o  ta ll 
occupan ts, a lthough  som e 
budget-grade m aterials are 
u se d . T he “ m o to rc y c le -  
inspired” gauges, though are 
so m e tim e s  h ard  to  read  
quickly because they 're  too 
deeply recessed.

The com fortable bucket 
sea ts  a re  su p p o rtiv e , but 
their controls need to provide 
a la rger range o f  com fort 
se ttings. The co n tro ls  are 
m o s tly  la rg e  an d  e a s ily  
reached. There are three cup- 
ho lders, bu t little  in te rio r 
room  for sm all item s. The 
glove com partm ent is tiny, 
but a small covered storage 
com partm ent with a flimsy 
c o v e r  is  b e tw e e n  the  
seatbacks.

Front view o f  Solstice

>v
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1ST-TIER SECURITIES THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE REPORT AS AT MONDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2006

ADSW ITCH PLC.
C LT IX  PLC 
NEWPAK PLC.

S ecto r Totals
A G R IC U L T U R E /A G R O -A L L IE D  
G ROM M AC INDUSTRIES PLC.
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC.
TH E OK.OMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC 
PRESCO PLC.

Sector Totals 
A U T O M O B ILE &  TY R E 
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC.
R. T. BRISCOAE PLC.
S ecto r Totals 
B A N K IN G  
ACCESS BA NK  PLC 
A FRIBANK NIGERIA PLC.
COOPERATIVE BA NK  PLC.
DIAM OND BA NK  PLC
FIRST CITY M ONUM ENT BANK PLC
FIDELITY BANK PLC
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.
CiTBANK PLC.
INVESTM ENT BANKING 
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC.
NAL BANK PLC.
OCEANIC BANK PLC „
UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.
UNION BANK N IGERIA PLC.
UNITY BANK PLC 
U NIVERSAL TRU ST BANK PLC 
W EM A BA NK  PLC.
ZENITH BANK PLC 
S ecto r Totals 
B R E W E R IE S
CHAM PION BREW ERIES PLC.
GUINNESS N IGERIA PLC.
NIGERIAN BREW ERIES PLC.

S ecto r Totals
B U ILD IN G  M A T ER IA LS
ASHAKA CEM EN T PLC.
BENUE CEM EN T COM PANY PLC.
CEM EN T COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC 
NIGERIAN ROPES PLC.
W EST A FRICAN PORTLAND CEM EN T CO. PLC. 

S ecto r Totals 
C H E M IC A L  & PAINTS
BERGER PAINTS PLC.
CAP PLC.
D. N. M EYER PLC.
NIGERIA-GERM AN CHEM ICALS PLC.

S ecto r Totals
C O M P U T E R  &  O F F IC E  E Q U IPM E N T
NCR (N IGERIA) PLC.

Sector Totals
CO N G L O M E R A T E S
A. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC.
C  F A  O NIGERIA PLC.
JOHN HOLT PLC.
P. Z. INDUSTRIES PLC.
S C O  A N IGERIA PLC.
U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC.
I iNILEVER N IGERIA PLC 
U.T.C. N IGERIA PLC.
Sector Totals 
C O N S T R U C T IO N  
CAPALBETO
JULIUS BERGER N IGERIA  PLC. 
sec to r Totals
I O O D /B E V E R A G ES &  TO B A C C O  

-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC 
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC.
FLOUR M ILLS NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC.

NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC.
S ecto r Totals 
FO O TW EA R
LE inin a kL»S r t x .

S ecto r Totals 
H EA LTH C A R E
CH RISTLIEB PLC.
EVANS M EDICAL PLC.
G LAXOSM ITHKLINE CO NSU M ER N IGERIA PLC 

Sector Totals
IN D U STR IA L/D O M E ST IC  PR O D U C TS
ALUMINIUM  EXTRUSION INDUSTRIES PLC.
B.O.C. GASES PLC
FIRST A LU M IN IU M  N IGERIA  PLC.
VITAFOAM N IGERIA  PLC.
VONO PRODUCTS PLC.

Sector Totals 
IN SU R A N C E
ACEN INSURANCE COMPANY PLC 
AI ICO INSURANCE PLC.
CO RNERSTONE INSU RA NCE CO. PLC. 
CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC.
GREAT N IGERIA INSURANCE PLC 
LAW UNION A ND ROCK INSURANCE PLC. 
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC.
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC.
ROYAL EXCHANGE A SSURANCE PLC. 
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE 
UNIC INSURANCE PLC.
W EST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC.
Sector Totals 
M AN A GED  FUNDS 
C & I LEASING PLC 
Sector Totals 
M A R IT IM E
JAPAUL O IL & M ARITIM E SERVICES PLC *
S ecto r Totals
PETR O L E U M (M A R K E T IN G )
AFROIL PLC.
AFRICAN PETROLEUM  PLC.
CO NO IL PLC 
ETERNA O IL &  GAS PLC.
M OBIL O IL N IGERIA PLC.
OANDO PLC 
TEXA CO  (N IGERIA) PLC.
TOTAL N IGERIA PLC 

S ecto r Totals
P R IN T IN G  &  P U B L ISH IN G
ACADEM Y PRESS PLC.
LONGM AN N IGERIA PLC.

S ecto r Totals 
R EA L ESTATE
UACN PROPERTY D EVELOPM ENT PLC.

S ecto r Totals 
TEX TILES
UNITED N IGERIA TEXTILES PLC.
Sector Totals 

ta ls

Deals Quotation(N) Quantity Traded
2 1.41 26,600
2 2.65 19.000
1 1.05 400
5 46,000

1 0.38 1.000
2 1.42 22,352
2 17.00 300
10 11.02 171,664
15 195,316

11 2.65 55,089
6 5.56 10,070
17 65,159

174 2.65 7,428,764
10 9.10 73,374
1 1.92 30,000
1 7.75 2,000
8 5.11 1,940,945
2 2.93 54,800
585 35.10 3,505,934
266 13.80 3,968,713
6 4.57 590.238
166 9.86 6,459,445
2 2.80 2,002,000
88 5.85 2,828,198
115 11.99 1,243,961
103 25.48 450 ,470
3 2.50 50,100
2 0.54 21.300
15 3.74 448 .710
14 19.64 77,862
1,561 31,176,814

7 2.21 178,986
97 101.18 250,823
314 36.56 1,140,518
418 1,570,327

94 35.40 716,476
5 6.50 32,650
12 7.00 70,050
1 1.54 5,420
92 17.81 432,629
204 1.257,225

12 4.00 46,594
11 8.80 93.080
1 1 3.00 153,750
3 4.10 11,305
37 304,729

3 1.50 28,472
3 28,472

3 1.14 14.958
1 1 3.42 110,764
2 1.47 21,000
59 16.20 193,044
1 0.97 2,611
97 16.12 730,633
103 20.00 362,156
6 0.74 65,978
282 1.501,144

1 13.30 250
5 22.15 9.698
6 9.948

24 27.00 114,559
119 67.05 441 ,469
80 26.92 396,104
42 64.00 158,025
46 \ y ~
5 . 14.45 65^200
316 1,258,627

11.63 100
1 100

1 0.56 233
4 2.40 23,329
59 10.20 1,907,520
64 1,931,082

3 2.18 2,000
4 2.70 59,805
9 0.73 236,894
19 3.88 368,464
1 1.04 5,000
36 672,163

1 0.73 2 0 ,000
3 2.39 36,000
10 1.40 493,700
2 1.68 4,164
2 1.38 2,000
1 1.00 2,250
26 2.93 635,616
8 2.52 160,582
9 3.00 118,734
2 1.20 16,000
10 1.29 413,252
5 , 3 .26 196,601
79 2,098,899

5 1.18 110,000
5 110,000

9 1.81 82,595
9 82,595

1 0.50 1,770
106 40.05 385,883
68 90.82 53,806
5 2.56 105,110
13 161.00 2,280
1 4 1 . 92 .08 208,928
37 110.11 73,708
15 183.15 10,429
3 86 841,914

4 1.50 23,900
2 3.33 26,050
6 49,950

18 9.17 196,265
18 196,265

1 1 2.00 103,888
11 103,888
3,479 43,500,617

Value of Shares
36.810.00
50.350.00
420.00
87.580.00

380.00
31.739.84
5.200.00
1.870.904.00
1.908.223.84

141.392.84
55.459.40
196.852.24

20,039,661.04
667.703.40
57.600.00
15.500.00 
9 ,918,228.95
160.564.00 
122,195,651.49 
54,522,633.42  
2 ,697 ,387 .66
63.571.240.06
5.605.600.00
16.593.903.24 
14,968,809.77
11.477.975.60
125.250.00
11.528.00
1.678.175.40 
1,529,209.68 
325,836,621.71

395.559.06
25.311.705.40
41.709.987.40
67.417.251.86

25.188.827.35
212.225.00  
490 ,139 .50
8.346.80
7.751.759.48 
33,651,298.13

183.768.74 
830,944.36
461.250 .00  
45 ,277 .20  
1,521,240.30

42.294.35
42.294.35

17.052.12
378.901.44
30.870.00
3.127.312.80
2.532.67
11.786.261.87 
7 ,252,873.98 
48 ,608.79
22.644.413.67

3.325.00
214.810.70
218.135.70

3.193.467.70
29.582.024.06
10.632.615.70 
10,269,124.22
t IH.J I
942.640.00  
70,840,145.99

63.00  
h3.00

130.48
55.989.60
18.481.175.00 
18,537,295.08

4 .260.00
159.727.35
172.932.62 
1,429,640.32
5.200.00  
1,771,760.29

14.600.00
86.040.00
695.420.00
6.822.40
2.740.00
2.250.00
1.805.750.80
397.225.90
334.072.00
19.200.00
529.881.24
643.874.44  
4 ,537,876.78

130.650.00
130.650.00

151.794.75
151.794.75

885.00
15,645,614.19
4.891.361.12
270.415.90
369.716.50  
19,212,865.85 
8,127,927.97
1.951.752.62 
50,470,539.15

35.850.00
86.746.50
122.596.50

1.804.157.91
1.804.157.91

■ u j V
206.986.00
206.946.00  
602,097,777.25

TOP 18 TRADES AS AT YESTERDAY
SYMBOL VOLUME VALUE TRADES

NB 1,140,518.00 41,709,987.40 314
UBA 1,243,961.00 14,968,809.77 115
GLAXOSM1TH 1,907,520.00 18,481,175.00 59

FCMB 1,940,945.00 9,918,228.95 8

NAL 2,002,000.00 5,605,600.00 2
OCEANIC 2,828,198.00 16,593.903.24 88
FIRSTBANK 3,505,934.00 122,195,651.495 85
GUARANTY 3,968,713.00 54,522,633.42 266

1NTERCONT 6,459,445.00 63,571,240.06 166
ACCESS 7,428,764.00 20,039,661.04 174

TOP 10 GAINERS 
SYMBOL
NESTLE
GUINNESS
FLOURMILL
FIRSTBANK
CONOIL
PRESCO
MOBIL

LASrCUJSE YESTF.RDAY’SCLOSE CHAM.F

LONGMAN

195.00 197.50 +2.50
100.00 101.18 + 1.18
26.10 26.92 +0.82
34.30 35.10 +0.80
90 03 90.82 +0.79
10.50 11.02 +0.52
160.50

a t #  ♦
B f  a **$£  18 00

161.00 
35 40 
10.20

+0.50
>0.28
+0.20

3.18 3.33 +0.15

TOP 16 LOSERS 
SYMBOL LAST CLOSE YESTERDAY’S CLOSE CHA

TOTAL 190.95 183.15 -7.80

NBC 67 00 64 00 -3.00
AP 41.15 40.05 -1.10

7UP 28.00 27 00 -1.00
NNFM 15.21 14.45 -0.76
UAC-PROP 9.65 9.17 -0.48
UACN 16.40 16.12 -0.28
UBA 12.20 1 1.99 -0.21
CAP 9.00 8.80 -0.20
CFAO 3.60 3.42 -0.18

j Union Bank trains personnel 
on money laundering

T "T" nion Bank o f  Nig. Pic has trained 452 o f  its personnc 
I on how  to com bat m oney laundering and o ther 

X —✓ economic and financial crimes. The bank said that the 
staff were trained on the menace at a just concluded seminar
r tr m n t bdnk’c ccrr.pl '
with country's money laundering laws.
The latest edition o f  "Stallion News ", an in-house publication 
o f  the bank, a copy o f  which was made available to the News 
Agency ofN igeria  (NAN), said that the seminar was held at 
seven locations across the country.
“The primary aim o f  the seminar was to acquaint staff with 
current issues on Money Laundering (Prohibition) Act 2004 
and the effect o f  the law on the Bank’s operations,” he bank 
said.
It said that the seminar was also to train participants, which 
included branch managers and compliance officers, on how to 
render prompt and accurate accounts so as to avert sanction' 
from the regulatory authorities.

Exchange rates for 
leading currencies

Following are the middle exchange rates for leading currencies 
against the euro:

CURRENT HIGH LOW
US Dollar 1.1897 1.1922 1.1888
Japanese Yen 140.29 140.39 139.78
British Pound 0.6837 0.684 0.6819
Swiss Franc 1.5549 1.556 1.5544
Danish Crown 7.4644 7.467 7.4646
Greek Drachma - - -
Norwegian Crown 8.107 8.1102 8.0841
Swedish Crown 9.3255 9326 92967
Australian Dollar 1.6127 1.6156 1.6119
Canadian Dollar 1.3724 13754 1372
Hong Kong Dollar 9.2358 92495 9.226

a Russian Rouble 33.597 33.7475 333647
Singapore Dollar 1.9383 1.9427 1.9333

Source: (Reuters/NAN)
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T h e y  w o u ld  s w a rm  
u p o n  a n y  b r o k e n  
dow n  ca r o r  m o to r- 

y c le , 'a n d  co n v e rg e  on  its 
c c u p an t o r r ider, p ro v id ed  
e o r  she  lo o k s  f la sh y , o r 
im ply  n ea t en o u g h  and  r e ­
s e c ta b le  in  th e ir  e s tim a -  
o n . T h e y  b e h a v e  in  th e  
i s h i o n  o f  h o n e y  b e e s  
w a rm in g  o n  a f lo w e r  to  

ck its  nectar.
W ith  each  o f  them  carry - 

g h is  to o ls  o f  tra d e , th ey  
ou ld  tak e  a s tep  o r  tw o and 
o v e  to w a r d s  th e  
R a n k a id a d e ,"  “O ga
A lh a j i ,"  “C h i e f '  o r  
Madam, ” and all in  u n ison  
;g in  to  announce .their vari- 
j s  ty p e s  o f  a r t i s a n s h ig .  
hey o ften  ask  th e ir  sh o rt 
me e m p lo y e r w h a t ty p e  o f  
ib he o r she w an ts  done, as 
ich o f  them  p ra ise s  h is  ca- 
tc ity  to  u n d e rta k e  h is  ow n 
pe o f  jo b , to  p e rsu a d e  th e  
jrson  to  choose  h im  fo r the 
)b he w an ts  done. T his is 
;p e c ia lly  i f  it is the  ty p e  o f  
t is a n sh ip  jo b  he reg u la rly  
id e rtak es .

T hey  are  a c o n v e rg en ce  
m ain ly  m asons, p lum bers, 

j i n t e r s  a n d  c a r p e n te r s ,  
aey lin e  up o r c lu s te r  b e - 
de th e  ro ad  a t som e s tra te -  
c lo c a tio n s  in  the  c ity  o f  
b u ja , m o s t  n o ta b ly ,  th e  
a b u sh i ro u n d ab o u t, an d  a 
ace ju s t  befo re  W uye ju n c -  
:>n, f ro m  d a w n  to  d u sk , 
ich o f  th em  c a rry in g  h is  
d I s  o f  a r tisa n sh ip , m ost o f  
;m  in a sm all sack , th e ir  
nds, o r on th e ir  sh o u ld e rs , 
s im p ly  d isp lay e d  on the  

ound  b e fo re  them . W ho- 
e r  h a s  an y  ty p e  o f  such  
d to  be done fo r h im  o r her, 
iu ld  d riv e  th e re  to  ch o o se  
; r ig h t a r tisa n  to  do  it. 
H o w ev er, as th e y  s tan d  
s u c h  lo c a t io n s  a l l  d a y  

lg , th ey  su ffe r the deep  an- 
is h  o f  a b j e c t  p o v e r ty ,  
n g e r  an d  u n c e r ta in ty  o f  
:e th er o r n o t th ey  w ou ld  
c so m eth in g  to  do, w here  
;y  c o u ld  b e , w h a t th e y  
i ld  be req u ire d  to  do , and

Daily' Trust, Tuesd;

The agonies of A
ByAbdullahi M. Culloma,

Reporter 
w h at cou ld  h appen  to  them  
w h en  th e ir  sh o r t tim e  e m ­
p lo y e rs  ca rry  them  to  o n ly  
G od  know s w h ere , to  do the  
jo b s  fo r them .

T h e  h u n g e r  an d  u n c e r ­
ta in ty  co u ld  be seen  on the  
fac es  o f  th e  a r tis a n s , w ho  
m ake an average o f  N 500 per 
day, dep en d in g  on the  a v a il­
a b ility  o f  the  jo b s , as th e y  
m ove a ro u n d  from  o n e  side  
o f  th e  ro a d  to  a n o th e r , in  
se a rch  o f  jo b s  th a t re q u ire  
u s in g  th e i r  p h y s ic a l  
s tren g th  and energy . M a jo r­
ity  o f  them  are m a rrie d  and  
in som e cases  w ith  a la rge 
n u m b e r  o f  d e p e n d a n t s ,  
w h ich  th ey  feed  w ith  the  in ­
co m e  th e y  m a k e  fro m  th e  
jo b s . T he jo b s  a re  th e ir  so le  
m e a n s  o f  l iv e l ih o o d ,  an d  
th ey  p u rsue  them  v igo ro u sly  
to  en a b le  them  m ake ends 
m eet.

M oham m ed  K ab iru , a 34 
y e a r - o ld  in d ig e n e  o f  Tsafe 
lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t a re a  o f  
Z a m f a r a  s t a t e ,  h a s  tw o  
w ives, th ree  ch ild ren  and six 
d ep e n d en ts , w hom  he feeds 
from  the p roceeds he realises 
from  h is w ork  as a m ason . 
A cco rd in g  to  h im , he s ta rted  
th e  jo b  so m e m o n th s  ag o , 
fo llo w in g  the d em o litio n  o f  
h is  shop  a t U tako , by  the  a u ­
th o rities  in the F edera l C ap i­
ta l T errito ry . K ab iru  sa id  he 
is in to  the  jo b , b ec au se  he 
lo s t o v er N  100 ,000  as a r e ­
su lt o f  th e  d em o litio n  ex e r­
c ise , an d  w as un ab le  to  ra ise  
c a p i t a l  to  s t a r t  t r a d i n g  
afresh . “ I am  not used  to  th is 
k in d  o f  jo b ,  b ec au se  I have 
b een  a trad e r  fo r qu ite  a long  
w h ile , and  I d e riv e  p le asu re  
in w hat I w as doing. B ut now  
th e  shop  is gone , an d  life  is 
becom ing  m ore m iserab le for

Mohammed Kabiru, who claims to 

m e by the day. Even m y ch il­
d ren  th a t u sed  to  a tten d  the 
J a b i p r im a ry  s c h o o l h a v e  
s to p p e d ,  b e c a u s e  I d o n ’t 
h av e  th e  m o n ey  to  p a y  fo r 
th e ir  sch o o l fees. A ll I g e t 
from  th is  jo b  is m o n ey  fo r 
food , w h ich  is n o t fo rthcom ­
ing e v e ry d ay ,” h e  sa id .

A  p lu m b e r  a t th e  a r t i ­
s a n s ’ lo c a t io n  a ro u n d  th e  
M abush i ro u n d ab o u t, P h ilip  
M o ses, sa id  th a t the  trau m a 
th ey  w en t th ro u g h  is sim ply  
b e y o n d  descrip tion . M oses, 
w ho cam e to  A buja from  Jos- 
N orth  local governm en t area  
o f  P la te a u  s ta te , sa id  th e y  
so m etim es  s tay  a ll day  lo n g  
w ith o u t a s in g le  jo b ,  an d  
th a t the  m o n ey  th e y  u sed  to  
ge t w hen  th e re  is  a jo b  is 
n o th in g  to  w r i t e  h o m e

have lost about N100,000 as a result o f  demolition in the Ft i, waiting fo r  customers.

a b o u t. “ T h e  b e a u ty  o f  the  
jo b  is th a t w e  are  d o in g  a le ­
g itim a te  b u s in e ss . S om e o f  
o u r  c o n te m p o ra r ie s  a re  in  
d if fe re n t p r iso n s  a c ro ss  the 
co u n try , as a  re su lt  o f  one 
illeg a l ac t o r  th e  o ther. As 
y o u  can  se e , w e  a re  p o o r  
p eo p le , an d  w e d o n ’t need  
to  te ll an y b o d y  th a t w e are 
suffering , because it is show ­
in g  all over us. B u t w e th a n k  
G od  a ll th e  sa m e ,” he sa id .

N w achuku O bize, G abriel 
M aigari, Yahaya A li, Z ubairu  
H assan , O lay in k a  O loru fem i 
an d  D an ie l Jo sh u a  are  a se t 
o f  p lu m b e rs  w h o  c a m e  to  
A buja from  d iffe ren t parts  o f  
th e  co u n try . T h ey  sa id  th a t 
th ey  are  fac in g  u n to ld  h a rd ­
sh ip s  in  th e  FC T, du e  to  the 
non av a ila b ility  o f  p lum bing

w o rk s . T h e  p lu m b e rs  a lso  
said  th a t th e y  are  f in d in g  it 
ex tre m e ly  d ifficu lt to  m ake 
ends m ee t, b ecau se  th< re are 
no a lte rn a tiv e  jo b s  U plumb­
ing  th a t  th e y  h av e  k n o w l­
ed g e  o f. T h e  p lu r ;  ers  a t ­
tr ib u te d  la ck  o f  jo b  in  th e ir  
ch o sen  f ie ld s  to  the e p ilep ­
tic  w a te r  su p p ly  in  the FCT.

N a s iru  M o h am m ed  is a 
c a r p e n t e r ,  w h o  s ta n d s  
a r o u n d  M a b u s h i  r o u n d a ­
bo u t on  a d a ily  b as is , lo o k ­
ing  fo r  a  jo b  to  do. M oham ­
m ed, 4 0 , sa id  he has th ree  
w ives an d  fo u r ch ild ren , and 
th a t  th e  in c o m e  h e  m a d e  
from  ca rp en try  does .-ot take 
c a r e  o f  h is  d a i ly  fa m ily  
needs. A cc o rd in g  to  him , he 
le f t K az a u re  in  J ig a w a  sta te  
d u r in g  la te  G e n e r .i l  S a n i

A b a c h a ’s re g im e , an d  that 
th in g s  w ere  go ing  w ell for 
h im  u n til recen tly , w hen  he 
hard ly  earns N 700 in a w eek 
A cco rd in g  to  him . carpen try  
jo b s  are no t easy  to com e by. 
b u t w hen  th e re  are jo b s , he 
g e ts  up  to  N 1 5 0 0  o r  even  
N 2000  a day.

In  th e  sam e v e in , A uw al 
Ib ra h im  o f  J a m a a r e  loca l 
g o v ern m en t o f  B auch i sta te , 
a 30  y e a r -o ld  m a so n  w ho 
lives in  U tako , said  th a t they 
s tay  som etim es fo r abou t ten 
d ay s  w ith o u t a  s in g le  jo b . 
Ib ra h im , fa th e r  o f  tw o c h il­
d ren , sa id  a lso  that it is qu ite 
d if f ic u lt  fo r  h im  to feed  his 
f a m i ly .  H is  c o l l e a g u e s ,  
M a lla m  U sm a n  A b u b a k a r  
an d  M u h a m m a d  A la fro m  
Z a m fa ra  s ta te ,  an d  A lh a ji

aya Ali, a plumber, holding one o f  his tools Tanimu l)(iri and other masons with th
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buja artisans
A shiru  U sm an, Tanim u D ari, 
Y a h a y a  A b d u l l a h i  a n d  
I b r a h im  M u ’ a z u  f ro m  
K a ts in a  s t a t e ,  s h a r e  th e  
sam e view  w ith  him .

L ack o f  re g u la r  jo b  o p ­
p o r tu n itie s  th a t co u ld  fe tch  
the a rtisans som e m oney, ac ­
c o r d in g  to  S a l ih u  
A b d u lrah m an  o f  Igab i local 
g o v ern m e n t a rea  o f  K aduna 

I s ta te , w as w h a t cau sed  h im  
I to  lose a g irl he lik ed  \ e r y  
(m u c h . A b d u r a h m a n  s a id  
■ th a t he le ft h is  v illa g e  fo r 
I A bu ja  to ch an g e  h is  life  pat- 
Ite rn  and acqu ire  sm all funds 
I fo r  m a rria g e , b u t w as q u ite  

unab le  to  ra ise  m o ney  even 
fo r  th e  d o w ry  a n d  o th e r  
th in g s  n eed ed  fo r  the w e d ­
d in g  a rran g e m en ts . A cc o rd ­
ing to him , the girl w as ev en ­
tu a lly  m a rrie d  to  so m e b o d j 
e lse , b ec au se  o f  h is  in a b il­
ity  to  m eet up w ith  the  d e ­
m a n d s  o f  th e  m a rr ia g e . “ I 
feel trem en d o u s  p a in  th a t 1 

o u ld n ’t r a is e  a n y th in g  to  
o hom e an d  m arry . S om e- 
im es you  w ill stay  here, from  

o m in g  till even ing  w ithou t 
e t t in g  a j o b ,  a n d  w h e n  

here  is jo b , y o u  w ill en d  up 
e ttin g  N 500  o r N 700 . H ow  
an one a c h ie v e  a n y th in g  in  
ife w ith th a t k ind  o f  m oney? 
'e are d e te rm in e d  to  face  

h e  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  l i f e  
q u a re ly , h o p in g  th a t  o n e  
ay  A lla h  w ill a n sw e r  o u r 
ra y e rs ,” h e  sa id .

T he a r tisa n s  a re  n o t ju s t  
o r r ie d  a b o u t th e  m e a g re  

m ount o f  m oney  they  m ake, 
r  the lack  o f  jo b s  a t th e ir  
o o rs tep s . T hey  are  e q u a lly  
o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e i r  
a fe ty , as th e y  go ab o u t in  
ea rc h  o f  g a in fu l e m p lo y - 
en t o p p o rtu n itie s . A  la rge  

u m b er o f  th e m  so m etim es 
ave  re se rv a tio n s  as to  w hat 

e o r ig in a l  in te n t io n  o f  
e ir  sh o rt tim e  em p lo y e rs  

o u ld  b e , a n d  w h a t c o u ld  
v en tu a lly  h ap p e n  to  them  
hen  th ey  are  taken  aw ay  to  

n o th e r  lo c a tio n . F o r L an re  
d e k u n le , D a n la m i U b a le  
d S h u ’aibu  Y unus w ho are 
to  carpen try , as hung ry  jo b  
ek ers , a r tisan s  are  v u ln e r- 
le to  p eo p le  w ith  c r im in a l 
t e n t i o n s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  
o se  w h o  h id e  u n d e r  th e  
ise  o f  try in g  to  help  them  
c u r e  d e c e n t  j o b s  a n d  

ave  the  s tre e ts . O ne o f  the 
t i s a n s ,  a 33  y e a r - o ld  
um ber from  K um bo tso  lo- 
1 g o v e r n m e n t  o f  K a n o  

a te , w ho id en tified  h im se lf  
L aw al M u rta la , te lls  a 

am atic  sto ry : “ T h ere  w as 
tim e a w om an  in v ited  m e 

her h o u se  to  fix a fau lty  
mt> in the bathroom . A fte r

to  do  she sa id  I sh o u ld  go 
to  a b a th ro o m  in one o f  the 
b ed ro o m s to  ta k e  a  show er. 
I to ld  h e r  th a t I d o n ’t tak e  
bath  un til 8 :00 pm  w hen I am 
th r o u g h  w i th  th e  d a y ’s 
w ork . B u t she in s is ted  th a t I 
m ust do w h a t she ask ed  m e, 
b e c a u s e  sh e  h a s  h e r  r e a ­
sons, o r she w ill ca ll the P o ­
lic e . W h en  I h e a rd  th a t  I 
o b e y e d  h e r  in s t ru c t io n .  I 
w as in the  b a th ro o m  w hen  
so m e b o d y  ca m e  in  w ith  a 
car. I d o n ’t know  w ho the  
p erson  is, b u t he m et me and 
w as ask in g  w hy I u sed  the 
bath  th e re . A nd the w om an  
s a id  q u ic k ly  t h a t  sh e  
b’-ought m e to  fix  som e item s

in the bathroOtn, and  th a t I 
sh o u ld  bath  to  te s t w h e th e r  
th e  r e p a ire d  ite m s  a re  a ll 
r ig h t.”

T h e  b a c h e lo r s  a m o n g  
the  a rtisan s, a lso  sp o k e  on 
how , as  a r tisa n s , th e y  th ink  
they  w ould  find  it hard  to  get 
a life  p a rtn e r and  se ttle  dow n 
to ra ise  ch ild ren . T he fea r o f  
n o t b e in g  ac ce p te d  b ec au se  
o f  th e ir  f in an c ia l in a d e q u a ­
c ie s , w ere  ra ise d  by  M arcus 
T unde , N a f i’u Id i an d  Jam es 
P a tr ic k , w ho jo in tly  a rg u ed  
th a t g irls  look dow n on them  
and co n s id er them  failures in 
life . F o r A hm ed  N u h u  and  
N a th a n ie l  B u lu s ,  t h e i r  
p re se n t liv es  as p a im e r  and

c a rp e n te r  re sp e c tiv e ly , a re  
so  d i s t a s t e f u l  th a t  th e y  
d o n ’t th in k  o f  a life  p artn e r. 
S p ec ifica lly , B u lus sa id  th a t 
he is a t th e  m o m en t o c c u ­
p ie d  w ith  how  to  g e t so m e ­
th in g  to  b u y  fo o d  an d  c lo th  
to  b e tte r  h is  life , and no t to  
m arry  a w ife , w h ich  he sa id  
w o u ld  co m p o u n d  h is  p ro b ­
lems.

B ut D an ta la  M am uda, a 
p a in te r , sa id  th a t he sp e c if i­
c a lly  ca m e  to  A b u ja  fro m  
B irn in -K eb b i in  K ebbi sta te , 
to  go  b ac k  h o m e to m a rry  
and live  v 'h a t he re fe rre d  to  
as “a go o d  and  d ec en t live  
w ith  h is  f r ie n d s  an d  r e la ­
t iv e s .”

Mohammad Ali, 50, stands around the Mabuchi roundabout 
daily basis to look fo r  jobs.

Abuja: Ptot 990. Cadastral Zone, AO Central Business District 
(Behind teventtf Siores). Tel: 09- 670053S

Mead O ffice: Bull P laza  (7th Floor) 38/39 Marina. Lagos. Nigeria 
Tel: 234-1-2667110, 234-1-2667710 . 234-1-266717 L  ,
234-1-2667553, Fax: 234-1-2662002.
w w w .p e n s io n s a lM a n c e .c o m  E - m a i l  : in fo @  p e n s i o n s  a l l ia n c e  c o m

Pori Harcourt: 2nd Root, Lead Bank Building. S Trar, A < Stcml 
Tel: 064-463308. Fax: 084-463174.

http://www.pensionsalMance.com
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K a n o  T r u s t
Libel: Judge angry over absence of The Sun’s counsel
T he presiding judge  o f  

a K an o  h ig h  c o u rt, 
Justice  A bdu A boki, 

has expressed  d ism ay over 
the absence o f  the counsel to 
The Sun s  n ew sp ap er in  a 
N 500 m illion libel suit filed 
against the paper by  K ano 
State deputy governor, engi- 
"« er M agaji Abdullahi.

Justice A bdu A boki, who 
expressed anger at the con­
tinued absence o f  the defend­
ants and their counsil at the 
co u rts  p ro ceed in g s on  the 
seventh  and eigh th  o f  th is 
month as earlier stated on the 

f la s t  date  o f  hearing  o f  the 
f case on December, 29lh 2005.

The judge w ho was ruling 
j on the subm ission o f  coun-

Bv Ahmed Abubakar,
Correspondent, (Kano)

sel to Engr. M agaji Abdullahi, 
Barrister Felix Jones Osimerha 
(who held b rie f for Barrister 
K ayode O latunji), observed 
that the suit has suffered so 
much adjournm ent from the 
side o f  the defence due to the 
d e fe n d a n ts  an d  c o u n s e ls  
non-appearance in court.

Justice Aboki had earlier 
d ism is se d  an  a p p lic a tio n  
brought forward by the Sun 
newspapers and the other de­
fendants praying the court to 
set aside the issuance o f  the 
writ o f  summons and all other 
processes in the suit by the 
plaintiff, and the service o f  all 
other process by the defend-

ants on the plaintiff, arguing 
that such processes violated 
section 1 and section 308 o f  
the constitution o f  the Fed­
eral Republic o f  Nigeria.

Describing the application 
as frivolous and deliberate  
a ttem p t to  slow  dow n the 
case, the ju d g e  held that it 
w as reasonable for the court 
to entertain, hear and deter­
m ine the suit as the quoted 
sections o f  the constitution 
do not contem plate a situa­
tion where such persons m en­
tioned in section 308 (i) (a) 
and 308 (3) can institute a civil 
action for the determ ination 
o f  their civil right and obliga­
tion in their private capacity.

A boki a lso  re fu sed  re-

(Fromi lefi-rtght): General Muhammadu Buhari. Governor Ibrahim Shekarau, his denutv. Eneri Mavaii 
Abdullahi una Speaker, Kano State House of Assembly, Alhaji itaiarabe jlaidu uuni, at a Junction Held at 
Government House, Kano... recently

Northern govts tasked on women 
participation in politics

T he need for govern 
m ents in the N orth to 
increase the participa- 

I tion o f  women in dem ocratic 
! p ro c e ss  has  b een  em p h a- 
! sised.

The em phasis was made 
i by the Jigaw a State com m is­

sio n e r fo r W om en A ffairs, 
H ajiya Fatim a Ham za Mai- 
B om o, during a roundtable 
discussion on women in lead­
ersh ip , held  a t the  B ritish  
Council, Kano.

Hajiya Fatima Hamza Mai- 
B o m o  ex p re sse d  co n c e rn  
over the plight o f  w om en in 
the North who are not in po­
sition, and pointed out that 
they often find it difficult to 
get connected w ith govern­
ance.

T he co m m iss io n e r a p ­
p ea led  to women in positions 
to  change their attitudes in 
order to help enhance women 
participation  in  dem ocratic 
process for them to have a say

B> Jamilah Nuhu Musa,
j Correspondent, (Kano) ; 
in governance.

Hajiya Fatima Hamza Mai- 
Bom o stated further that the 
aim o f  the m eeting was to ini­
tiate strategies through which 
w om en’s education can also 
be enhanced as according to 
her, participation o f  Northern 
women in democratic process 
would be better enhanced if  
they are m ore educated.

S he n o te d  th a t  m o s t 
w om en  in J ig aw a  d id  no t 
know how to benefit from the 
polling unit funds exercise o f  
the Jigaw a State governm ent 
w hich w as in itiated  to  im- 

,-prove the lot o f  the people in 
the state.

She stressed  tha t com ­
bined  effo rts o f  w om en in 
g o v e rn a n c e  in  th e  N o rth  
w ould greatly enhance status 
o f  wom en in the grassroots 

" level to assist them  contrib­
ute their quota for develop-

quest by the defendants pray­
ing for stay o f  proceedings in 
the case pending the deter­
mination o f  appeal at the Fed­
eral Court o f  Appeal, K aduna 
on the earlier ru ling  o f  the 
court w hich  refused  to  set 
aside the issuance o f  the w rit 
o f  sum m ons and all the other 
processes on the defendants 
and by the defendants on the 
plaintiff.

He ruled that in granting 
an order o f  stay o f  proceed­
ings, courts are expected to 
be guided prim arily  by the 
necessity  to  be fair to both 
parties w hile m aking refer­
ence w ith the case o f  O kafor 
V. Nwaife (1989) 4 NW LR pt.

64 page 129 at 137.
He maintained that any at­

tem pt to  grant stay o f  pro­
ceedings in the m atter pend­
ing appeal to the C ourt o f  
A ppeal w ill be great d isad­
vantage to the p laintiff as well 
as oppressive as w as decided 
in the case o f  Akhinwa V Prin­
cipal Lotteries O fficer (1969) 
1A11NLR426.

He added that neither the 
Sun newspapers nor the de­
fendants have shown any cir­
cum stantial evidence to w ar­
rant the grant o f  their applica­
tion for stay o f  proceedings 
neither have they discharge 
the onus on them  to show  
that in the circum stances o f

their case it will be uni ust or 
inequitable to refuse their ap­
plication.

The court has ordered the 
defendants to  appear before 
it on April 5th and 6th, 2006 or 
b e  re p re s e n te d  by th e ir  
counsil and put in their de­
fence in aN 5 0 0  million libel 
suit filed against them

M eanw hile, the D eputy 
G overnor o f  Kano state. En­
gineer M agaji Abdullahi. had 
earlier sued the Sun Newspa­
per  and four others for libel 
w hich was published in the 
D ecem ber 23, edition o f  the 
newspaper, claiming N500 mil­
lion as damages, apology and 
retraction o f  the story by the 
newspaper.

NAPEP dismayed over lack of 
assistance to artisans

inent.
Earlier, a  facilitator o f  the 

ro u n d ta b le ,  M rs . A m in a  
Galadima, w ho is the senior 
state programme officer o f  Se­
curity , Ju stice  and G row th 
Programme (SJGP), stated that 
the roundtable w as to fash­
ion out the g roup ’s goal as 
well as its status, rela tion ­
ships, roles and focus w ith a 
view  to achieving desirable 
objectives.

In her comment, the direc­
tor, British Council Library, 
Sue Mace, said that the Brit­
ish  C o u n c il w as  rea d y  to  
equip women to enhance par­
ticipation o f  Northern Women 
in the dem ocratic process.

S he e n jo in e d  th e  
roundtable m eeting to draw 
from the experience o f  women 
in the United K ingdom  in or­
der to help northern women 
face challenges in political 
representation and participa­
tion.

K ano State coordina­
tor o f  National Pov­
erty Eradication Pro­

g ram m e (N A P E P ) A lh a ji 
M ustapha Suleim an Darazo 
has expressed concern over 
the lack o f  assistance to arti­
sans after finishing their train­
ing.

Speaking during a cour­
tesy visit to the office o f  the 
M edia Trust Limited, the pub­
lishers o f  both Weekly and 
D a ily  Trust n e w sp a p e rs , 
A lhaji Darazo urged the state 
governm ent to stem support 
given to N A PEP trainees in 
order for them to pursiu; a vi­
able business.

A lh a ji M u s ta p h a  
S uleim an D anazo  said  the 
National D irectorate o f  Em ­
ploym ent (NDE) has since its 
inception in the state trained 
over 25,000 youth on various 
s k il ls  a c q u is i t io n  p r o ­
grammes, but expressed d is­
m ay that m ost o f  these arti­
sans could only boast o f  cer­
tificates issued to them  as no 
loan w ere given to support 
them.

The coordinator stressed 
that the certificates issued to 
them guaranteed each o f  them 
N 50,000 loan from the N a­
tional Agricultural Coopera­
tive  B ank (N A C B ), w h ile  
charging stakeholders in the 
em ploym ent generation sec­
tor to find m eans o f  sponsor­
in g  th e  t ra in in g  an d  a d ­
equately funding artisans to 
ensure se lf  sustainability.

He also decreed the ram ­
pant unem ploym ent am ong 
youth in the state which he 
said is the bedrock to delin­
quencies in the society de­
spite the government effort to 
stam p-out the menace.

The NA PEP coordinator 
said their visit was as a result 
o f  dem and by NDE to go. into 
partnersh ip  w ith  m edia o r­
ganizations w ith a view  to

publicizing their activities in 
the state.

R e sp o n d in g , th e  K ano  
Regional Editor o f  the Trust 
n e w sp a p e rs , A lh a ji M u sa  
U m ar Kazaure, com m ended 
the directorate for its effort to 
g e n e ra te  em p lo y m e n t fo r 
teaming unemployed youth in 
the state . H how ever, sug ­
gested that NDE need to do 
m ore in both sustaining the 
p ro g ram m e and  p rov id ing

Kazaure also em phasized 
the need for the directorate 
to  do m ore on publicity cam ­
paign with a view to educat­
ing the unem ployed youth on 
th e  v ic e s  o f  r e s t i \e n e s s  
which will encourage them to 
accept the program m e

He how ever assured the 
team  o f  his readiness to a t­
tend all functions, o rg an i/a l 
by  the d irectorate  or press 
releases for public consump-

soft loans for grandaunds. tion.

Dala LG distributes relief 
materials to disaster victim*

~|"o fewer than 900 peo- 
|  p ie  w h o  w e re  af-

JL  ’I fected by flood and 
fire disasters in Dala local gov­
ernm ent have received relief 
m aterials to the tune o f  over 
NlOm

D istributing the m aterials 
to  the v ic tim s, the council 

| cha irm an , A lhaji M ahm ud 
Sani M adakin Gini, explained 
that the gesture w as m eant to 
minimize the sufferings o f  the 
affected people.

He said multiple flood and 
fire d isasters that engulfed  
residential houses as well as 
c o m m e rc ia l a re a s  h av e  
claim ed property worth thou­
sands o f  naira.

T he co u n c il boss , w ho 
described disasters as one o f  
the factors ham pering rapid 
socio-econom ic development 
o f  a nation, em phasized that 
all hands should be on deck 
to com e to the rescue o f  the 
victims.

H e n o te d  th a t  as  a 
proactive devise to quell the 
re-occurrence o f  the d isas­
ters, the council has put aside 
e ffec tive  m odalities to  en ­
lighten the public on viable

i By M ustapha Isah K w aru.
I Correspondent (Kano) 
control.

A ccording to the chair­
man, in view  o f  the fact that 
flood is being caused by in­
a d e q u a te  d ra in a g e s ,  th e  
council would soon embark 
on m assive  d ra in ag e  co n ­
struction and clearance be­
fore the commencement o f  the 
rainy season.

A lso speaking, the coun­
cil scribe, Alhaji Hamisu Sarlu. 
disclosed that, additional re­
lie f  m aterials worth N13m 
have been donated to the vic­
tim s by the National Emer­
gency M anagem ent Agency 
(NEMA).

He said a m em ber o f  the 
National Assembly represent­
ing K ano C entral. Senator 
R ufa’i Sani Hanga, has facili­
tated the release o f  the mate­
rials from NEMA.

A lh a ji S a rk i, h o w ever 
cautioned the affected com ­
m unity to desist from indis­
c rim in a te  use o f  fire  and 
dum ping  o f  re fu se  on the 
w ater w ays, w hich he said 
w ere  am ong  the p rinc ipa l
causes o f  flood and fire dis 

fire outbreak prevention and asters.  ______
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Some Lagos State retired perm. secs, at a ceremony organisedfor them at Alausa Secretariat... recently Pix: Oladipupo Odunewu

BRT project gets luxury bus boost
T he Lagos State gov­

ernm ent has entered 
in to  an a g re e m e n t 

with a  Brazilian automobile 
firm, Marcopolo, on the ship­
ment o f  15 luxury buses from 
Brasilia to Lagos every week 
in  o th e r  to  fa c il i ta te  th e  
sm ooth take o ff  o f  its Bus 
Rapid Transit project.

Investigations by our cor­
respondent revealed that the 
state had been granted the 
sum ofN4billion; $29million 
by A frexim  Bank based in 
Egypt to enable the state kick 
start its Bus Rapid T ransit 
project.

Packaged for the Tinubu 
administration through a con­
sortium o f Nigerian Banks led 
by the First Atlantic Bank Pic., 
the facility was to assist the 
state government procure o f 
the first batch o f 200 high ca-' 
pacity buses.

The long-term agreement 
is the establishment o f  a Bus 
Assembly Plant at a proposed 
site in Epe, a Lagos suburb, 
for the local production o f  at 
least 300 luxury buses annu­
ally by the M arcopolo Inter­
national Corporation and BHL 
Investm ent and Technology 
(Overseas).

U n d er the partne rsh ip , 
the Brazilian company would 
have the largest equity o f  60 
per cen t, w h ile  the L agos 
State governm ent retain 40 
per cent share o f  the A ssem ­
bly Plant.

B ut for “unfo reseeab le 
develppm ents and circum ­
stances”, the first batch o f  the 
200 buses would nave arrived 
the shores o f  Nigeria by No- 

- J b  3T t * rtf b' ol ?.'c

vember2005.
“Now, as a result o f  un­

fo reseeab le  deve lopm en ts 
and circumstances, the buses 
are now being^xpected from 
February 200fc” , an update 
prepared by Project Co-coor­
d ina to r o f  the Lagos BRT 
project read.

The Lagos State govern­
m ent had adopted the BRT 
system as a strategic inter­
vention in the Lagos trans­
portation business to facili­
tate affordable mass transpor­
tation for the teaming com ­
muters w ithin the Lagos m e­
tropolis, phase out the rick- 
e ty -th e  o u t-o f  fa sh io n  
“M olue” from  Lagos roads 
and restrict the operations o f 
the m ini commercial bus op­
erators to feeder services.

For the pilot phase o f  the 
BRT scheme, the Agege-M a- 
rina route has been identified 
with the high capacity buses 
taking o ff at Oba Ogunji near 
Pen Cinema, a Lagos suburb, 
and terminus at the CM S, on 
L ag o s  I s la n d , w h ile  
O w oronsoki has been p ro­
posed as a sub-terminal along 
the Third M ainland Bridge.

The dedicated lane for the 
schem e w ould run through 
Pen C inem a, A gege-Ija iye 
Road, Ogba-Isheri Road, La- 
gos-Ibadan Expressway, old 
Toll G a te , O w o ro n so k i, 
Tafawa Balewa Square and 
CM S-Inner Marina.

A t least 25 bus shelters 
and five laybys are to be built 
along the pilot route at stra­
tegic locations to give com ­

muters the desired comfort.
A loading bay about 220 

metres away from the Agege- 
Ogba road behind the AP Fill­
in g  S ta tio n  a lo n g  the  
Sakamori M echanic Village 
has been developed for the 
take-off point, while the M a­
rina terminal is located oppo­
site the G eneral H osp ita l’s 
D octors’ Quarters on Inner 
Marina. Lagos Island.

In this y ea r’s A ppropria­
tion Bill, a princely vote o f 
N 500 million each had been 
earmarked for the BRT and 
Assem bly Plant projects. O f 
the BRT allocations, N300 mil­
lion would be expended on the 
provision o f  dedicated  bus 
lanes and road termirial infra­
structure, while N200 million 
would be disbursed on recur- 
rent expend i t u r e .__________

LASG buys boats to monitor census
the federal government ‘have received about 52 mil- Giade said that necessary rec-
has purchased some 
speed boats to cover 

the rural riverine areas during 
the forthcoming national cen­
sus.

Disclosing this in Lagos, 
the National Population Com­
mission (NPC) federal com ­
m issioner in Lagos, A lhaji 
Yerima Giade, said arrange-t
ments had also been made to 
mobilise the speed boats be­
longing to the Immigration, 
C ustom s, Police and other 
security agencies for the ex­
ercise.

He said that preparations 
for the national population 
exercise w ere in top gear and 
materials for the exercise had 
been received. “We are get­
ting ready for the exercise-We

lion p rin ted  m ateria ls and 
eq u ip m en ts . S om e o f  the 
problems identified during the 
tria l census are also being 
looked into with a view to re­
solving them ,” he added.

G iad e  sa id  40  m illio n  
printed enumeration materials 
were initially earmarked for 
Lagos, but that the figure had 
to be increased to 50 million 
to take care o f  any shortfall 
during the exercise. Comment­
ing on the training o f  enu­
m era to rs, the L agos State 
Com missioner, Mr. Kayode 
Ajayi, said that some 1,500 
enumerators would be trained

3 l - . B r /  nc< j  
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in the first w eek o f  March.
On tfie need for partial or 

total restriction o f  movements 
during the five-day exercise, merators.
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o m m e n d a tio n s  had  b een  
been made to the federal gov­
ernment to this effect.

He, however, noted that 
in view o f  the various activi­
ties that w ere expected  to 
com e up under the current 
political dispensation leading 
to the 2007 elections, the com­
mission was in favour o f  par­
tial restriction, saying: “de­
mocracy connotes freedom o f 
movement.”

He appealed to the media 
to support the census cam ­
paign , s tressing  that there 
were no hidden agenda except 
for developmental purposes.

The com m issioner also 
appealed to Lagos residents 
to cooperate w ith the enu-

Traders stop ACDA from 
removing market leadership

T he presence o f  anti-riot 
p o lic e m e n  n o tic e d  
around  on F riday  at 

the popular Mile 12 Foodstuff 
M arket, K etu in the Ikosi- 
Isheri o f  Local Government 
Development Area o f  Lagos 
State to forestall any break­
down law and order.

T em pers, acco rd in g  to 
sources, w ere rising among 
traders at the Perishable Unit 
o f  the m arket to resist the 
Arewa Com munity Develop­
m ent Association from sack­
ing the market leadership and 
imposing new officials to run 
the affairs o f  the traders.

Investigations by our cor­
respondent revealed that the 
battle-ready police officials 
were deployed to the area by 
the Deputy Com missioner o f 
Police O perations, ‘HarurtS 
John on invitation by the m ar­
ke t ow ners and the Ikosi- 
Isheri local government coun­
cil.

The local government had 
threatened to close down the 
international foodstuff market 
to forestall the breakdown o f  
law and order.

According to the council 
boss, Kunle Soname, every­
thing would be done to avert 
the reoccurrence o f  the O cto­
ber 1999 inter-ethnic mayhem 
which claimed several lives 
and property worth billions o f 
naira.

Eko Trust learnt that the 
asso c ia tio n  w ith  its h ea d ­
q u a r te rs  on  23 , A d eg o k e  
S tre e t, O f f  M asha  R oad , 
Surulere dem anded for police 
s e c u r ity  a t th e  p ro p o se d  
change o f  baton.

In a letter signed by its 
S ec re ta ry , A lh a ji G aru b a  
C hede, the association  had

S to r ie s  b y  O lu m id e  Ba ju la iy e .
Correspondent, 'Lagos

requested for about 30 po ­
licem en  to  su p e rv ise  the 
change o f  the markets care­
taker committee.

But rising to his respon­
sibility as the council's chief 
se c u r ity  o ffic e r , S onam e 
w a rn ed  th e  a s so c ia tio n  
against introducing tribal and 
e thn ic  d im ension  into the 
foodstuff market, reminding 
that the Ha\isa com m unity 
belongs to the local govern­
ment.

Besides, Soname pointed 
out that traders from all parts 
o f  the country earn their daily 
meal at the market, saying 
undue interference from any 
tribal organization in the af­
fairs o f  traders wil) amount to 
an affront on constituted au­
thorities.

His words: “We are very 
co n c e rn e d  an d  d is tu rb e d  
with the involvement o f Alhaji 
Seidu Keita who we gathered 
was one o f  the principal ac­
tors in the M ile 12 M arket 
mayhem o f 1999 where over 
2000 people lost their lives 
and property worth millions 
o f  naira.

In view o f  this, the inter- 
* vention o f the Arewa Commu- 
, nity D evelopm ent A ssocia­
tion from Surulere is obvi­
ously to disrupt the peace o f 
the market and the Local Gov ­
ernment Development Area.

If  there would be election 
at the ware point, it is the re­
sponsibility o f  the council to 
supervise it and not that o f  
the H ausa community. The 
council w ould  not fold its 
arm s and  w atch  ou tsiders 
u su rp  its  s ta tu to ry  fu n c ­
tions”

PHCN completes llk v  
feeder for Lagos suburb

The P ow er H old ings 
Com pany o f  Nigeria 
(PHCN), Oshodi Dis­
trict in Lagos, has announced 

the com pletion and com m is­
sioning o f  a new 1 lkv  feeder 
and two relief distribution sub 
stations in the area.

Engr. Bukky Ojurongbe, 
the Business m anager o f  the 
district, who disclosed this in 
Lagos, also said two faulty 
distribution substation have 
been replaced.

Several other projects, ac­
cording to her are in the pipe­
line and would be completed. 
She explained that the new 
feeder at Fasheun 11 kv which 
ru n s from  A g o -O k o ta  
1 x 15mva injection substation 
at Amuwo bye pass road to 
Okota road is meant to pro­
vide relieve to the canal and 
Ago 1 lk v  feeders which are 
overloaded.

M rs. O ju ro n g b e  sta ted  
that the new distribution sub­
s ta tio n  inc lude  b lo ck  496 
500kva installed  to  relieve 
block 100 (500kva) at Jakande 
low cost housing estate, Oke- 
Afa and Ezekiel (300kva) to

y i/K v .

!From Mohammed Shosanya,
Correspondent (Lagos) 

relieve Ogunbameru (500kva) 
atAjaro.

The business m anagers 
also stated that the distribu­
tion transformers are brown 
(500kva) at Oshodi and Block 
9 (500kva) at Amuwo-Odofin 
low cost housing estate. She 
further expressed that there 
have been great improvement 
in the quality o f  power sup­
ply in her district. She there­
fore im plored custom ers to 
pay the bills prom ptly with a 
v iew  to rec ip ro c a tin g  the 
good work o f PHCN in the dis­
tricts.

According to her, the dis­
trict has opened new  cash 
o f f ic e s  in E jo g b e  and  
Mafoluke areas o f  the district 
with a view to bringing serv­
ices to the door steps o f  the 
customers.

She further said the third 
cash office w ould soon be 
com pleted while reiterating 
the resolve o f  the PHCN o f 
Oshodi district to introduce 
cu s to m er’s friendly  in itia ­

t e    -  i ..
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PDPgets N140m monthly, where is that from?
- G a m b o J i m e t a

Chairman o f the Movement for the Restoration and 
Defence o f Democracy (MRDD), Alhaji Gambo Jimeta 
is a blunt person, especially when the issues border on 
state o f  the nation. In this interview, he took on the 
ruling PDP, asking it to make public its source o f fund. 
He said that Governor Dariye ’v disclosure should be 
Jvoked into by a high powered panel and that culprits 
should be accordingly penalized. He spoke to Political 
Editor; Emmanuel Bello.
Excerpt

IT
JLJL b\

Itw do you view the 
recent declaration  
by the South Afri­

can President, Mr. M beki 
who sa id  h e w o u ld  n o t 
change the constitution to 
p e rp e tu a te  h im s e lf  in 
power?

Well, it is a w arning and 
lesson to  the rest o f  A frican 
leaders. President O basanjo, 
b e in g  th e  A U  c h a irm a n , 
should take particu lar note 

_j»f that and m ake the neces­
sary m ove o f  a statesm an. 
W hat Mr. Tham bo M bekl i 
did w ill go dow n in history 
as the act o f  a civilized and 
d ec e n t A fric an  an d  n o t a 
despot.

What we in MRDD have 
been asking our own presi­
dent is to come out, irre- 

T'spective o f  these gimmicks, 
and say what he intends to 
do.

W h at is he a f ra id  o f?  
C an ’t he com e out and say 
I w ant to am end the consti­
tution to  extend the tenure 

| for the next governm ent and 
not for m yself. It is sim ple. 
B ecause it is im m oral fo r 
anybody to  am end such sa- 

| cred docum ent like the con­
stitution sim ply to  enhance 

JHis ow n personal agenda.
The public hearings will 

soon  hold. S om e p e o p le  
said they are already rigged 
or stage managed. W hat’s 
your thought on the hear­
ings?

T h e  w h o le  th in g  is 
w ro n g . T h e  m e th o d o lo g y  
o f  choosing six zones is un- 
a c c e p ta b le .  I m e an  w hy  

j should it be one particu lar 
spot in a zone? W hat hap- 

i pens to the people in the rest 
o f  the states and wards. You 
see, w hat is the hurry? Let 
us have a w ide span o f  tim e 
to consu lt people and take 
proper opinion. How do you 
really  organize conducting  
public hearing on zonal ba­
s is ?  Y ou m e a n , lik e  th e  
N o r th -E a s t ,  e v e ry b o d y  
from  Taraba, Yola, G om be, 

iQ a u c h i w ill m o v e  to  
M aiduguri?

It w ill be an elite exer­
cise apd m any people-w ili > 
be ex tlu d ed . N ot tha t I ’m

surprised  because the PDP 
as a party thrives in exclud­
ing people. They operate an 
excluding policy. They love 
excluding people from  their 
program m es. It is as i f  it an 
agenda  for them  and they 
are the m asters o f  the gam e 
o f  exclusion.

T h e  p u b lic  h e a r in g s  
should go to every state and 
each local governm ent. It is 
a very  im p o rtan t ex e rc ise  
that should include every liv­
ing N igerian. N orm ally, one 
w o u ld  h av e  sa id  th a t the 
c o n s u lta tio n  sh o u ld  s ta r t 
f ro m  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t 
co u n c il. In fo rm a tio n , d ia ­
lo g u e  an d  c o n s u l ta t io n s  
from  the state and council 
lev e ls , u sing  ch a irm en  o f  
local governm ent, council­
ors and state assem blies and 
right up to the N ational A s­
sembly. It is not som ething 
you do any how.

W hat you  now  have is 
as i f  P D P se lec ted  certa in  
friend ly  zones w here they 
w o u ld  h ire  c ro w d  an d  
stam p the third term  in the 
nam e o f  consulting people. 
It is illegal. It is improper.

B u t th ere  w o n 't be  
enough tim e fo r  the kind  
o f  sw eeping consultation  
you are talking about?

B ut m u st th e  e x e rc ise  
start o r finish in this d ispen­
sation o f  O basanjo? It is un­
reasonable. The constitution 
can only be am ended by the 
people and there are proce­
dures fo r i t  N o t all these 
g im m ic k s  w e a re  se e in g  
now .

Recently, the Governors’ 
F orum  in s is te d  th a t the  
constitutional amendment 
will continue as scheduled. 
What is your view on this?

^ e l l ,  I b e l ie v e  no 
h o n o u rab le  g o v e rn o r w ill 
support such a dastardly act 
and en d o rse  th ird  term  or 
any im m oral review  o f  the 
co n s titu tio n . B esides, the 
governo rs  d o n 't  have that 
constitutional ro le  to change 
the constitution. It is up to 
sta te  houses o f  A ssem bly. 
So w h e th e r  th ey  m ee t to  
d iscuss the constitu tion , it 
m akes no sense .

party  has not been regis­
tered. Is there a problem?

There is no  problem . I f  
you had w atched the chan­
n e ls  te le v is io n  y e s te rd a y

shall do.
So what is delaying the 

registration ?
I’ve to ld  you to  w atch  

us and see w hat we w ould 
do.

T here  are  sp ecu la tio n s 
that M RDD  has connection 
w ith  th e  A C D  an d  th a t 
y o u ’re  e m e rg in g  as th e  
leader.

There is nothing farther 
fro m  th e  tru th . W h a t w e 
have done w ith A CD  is w hat 
w e are doing w ith all other 
parties. We are in dialogue 
w ith the possibility  o f  w ork­
ing and cooperating  in ar-

Gambo Jimeta
w hen  the  IN E C  ch a irm an  
w as interview ed, you w ould 
h ea rd  h im  say in g  th a t all 
political groups w ill be reg­
istered. B ecause he can ’t do 
o therw ise. It is a constitu ­
tional m atter and w e’re sure 
that w e w ould be registered. 
We have our plans and very 
soon you will see w hat we

eas w here  w e share  co m ­
m o n  g ro u n d . We a re  n o t 
com m itting ourselves to any 
such m ergers and talks.

It is said that your party 
is funded  by the Vice Presi­
dent, Atiku Abubakar. You 
have denied this in the past. 
But you can ’t  deny that the 
MRDD has some sympathy

fo r  the vice president.
Yes, the M R D D  has no 

c o n n e c tio n  w ith  th e  v ic e  
p re s id e n t .  B u t w e 
sy m p a th is e , I p e rso n a lly  
sym pathise w ith the VP for 
the in justice  that has been 
m eted  to  h im , sim p ly  b e ­
cause  he sa id  he w an ts to 
b e  th e  p r e s id e n t  o f  th is  
country. It is unaccep tab le  
that som ebody will unleash 
su c h  p ro g ra m m e s  o f  
dehum anising him , d isgrac­
ing him  sim ply because he 
is a s k in g  to  be w h a t th e  
president once asked to be. 
So it is a case o f  us stand­
ing for justice.

D a riye  has o p en ed  a 
can worm by exposing how  
he shared the fu n d  meant 
fo r  ecological work. How  
do you  th in k  h is expose  
should be handled?

I s u p p o r t  w h a t so m e  
people said in the West. B e­
tw een  the federa l g o v ern ­
m ent the EFCC, D ariye and 
the PDP, w e are yet to  know  
w ho is te lling the truth. I am 
suggesting that a high pow ­
ered jud ic ia l inquiry be es­
tab lished  under a ju d g e  o f  
th e  S uprem e C o u rt w here  
the EFCC, D ariye h im self, 
PDP, and the presidency will 
com e an d  g iv e  e v id en c e . 
The panel will exam ine and 
th e n  a p p o r tio n  b la m e . 
W h e re  th e y  fee l th a t the  
EFCC should proceed with 
the prosecution o f  D ariye or 
other people that m ight be 
involved because o f  the in­
qu iry , th ey  sh o u ld  do so. 
They should hold a  prelim i­
nary inquiry into the w hole 
thing, outside w hat is hap­
pening now  and non-parti- 
san and neutral person like 
a ju d g e  o f  th e  S u p re m e  
C o u rt sh o u ld  u n d e rta k e  a 
judicial inquiry. H is term s o f  
reference should include not 
o n ly  th a t th is  m o n e y  r e ­
leased before the last e lec­
tion by the federal govem -

“The PD P is heavily funded. Where do they ge t the m oney from  ? 
What businesses do they get?  A n d who is contributing to that 

fu n d?  It should be transparent. They are duty bound to make 
public  their statem ents o f  accounts a t the end o f  each year. They 
have to show where the m oney is com ing from  and fo r  what. 
We are told they collect M l40 million monthly. Where does such  
money come from ?  The public  o f  this country wants to know  
how the PD P runs such a huge m achinery o f  party. Is their 
m oney com ing from  the contribution o f  governors, business­
men and the presidency. I f  it is from  the governor, where did  
they g e t it from ?  I f  it is from  the presidency, where did it g e t it

to know:’’ " ’-  ̂ 1vi Sim  fe w  months, to .th e , from  i f  not from  the public  fun ds.?  Wg want
presidential election, your .=  =   -......-....- ....■

m ent, to  ensu re  that these 
eco log ica l funds w ere  n o t . 
diverted  to  fund PDP elec­
tions. A nd also to ensure that 
sim ila r paym en ts m ade in 
the past w ere ac tua lly  not 
d iv e r te d  fo r  u se  to  b rib e  
P D P  p a r ty  fa i th fu ls ,  and  
election  expenses.

T h e  P D P  is h e a v ily  
funded. W here do they get 
th e  m o n e y  fro m ?  W hat 
businesses do they get? And 
w ho is contributing  to  that 
fund? It should be transpar­
ent. They are duty  bound to 
m a k e  p u b lic  th e ir  s ta te ­
m e n ts  o f  a c c o u n ts  at the 
end o f  each year. They have 
to  show  w here the m oney 
is  c o m in g  fro m  an d  fo r 
what. We are told they col­
lect N140 m illion m onthly 
W h e re  d o e s  su c h  m oney  
com e from ? The public o f  
th is country w ants to  know 
how  the  P D P runs such a 
huge m achinery o f  party Is 
th e ir  m oney  com ing  from  
the  co n tribu tion  o f  g over­
nors, businessm en  and the 
presidency. I f  it is from  the 
g o v ern o r, w h ere  d id  they 
get it from ? I f  it is from the 
presidency, w here did it get 
it from  i f  not from  the pub­
lic  fu n d s .?  W e w an t to  
know .

W hat happened  in P la­
teau and the D ariye revela­
tion is happening in all the 
states. It is the duty o f  the 
judicial inquiry to unrav el all 
these .

What w ill you  say are 
the options opened to the 
vice president given the fa c t 
th a t he has a lm ost beem 
edged out o f  the PDP, es­
pecially in Adamawa State, 
his home state where it is 
reported he no longer con­
trols th e p a rty 's  m achin­
ery?

T h e  o p tio n s  a re  very  
clear, bu t the vice still be­
longs to the PDP. He is the 
Vice P resident and runs his 
duty and I d o n ’t think he is 
involved in w hat happens m 
A d a m a w a  S ta te . B ut the  
s ta te  i t s e l f  h a v e  o p tio n s . 
There are tw o groups in the 
s ta te .  T h o se  w h o  fee l 
m a rg in a liz e d  from  p o w er 
and those w ho feel thev have 
n o w  g o t th e  u p p e r  hand. 
M ost o f  the first group will 
find a w ay o f  accom m iniat­
ing their interest. PDP is not 
the only party in the coun­
try. I f  I w ere they (PD P) I

  ■■
vr exclude m em bers. ,i, -
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INEC’sregistration

I 'nun left: Senator M a h m u d  K anti Hello, Hon. Ishaq Idris K urji and Hon. Usman B alkore discussion on the alleged third 
term agenda o f  President Obasanjo at the N ational A ssem bly , Abuja... recently. Pic: Felix Onigbinde.

Jigawa Assembly moves to 
dissolve LG councils
T h e  J ig a w a  S ta te  

H ouse o f  A ssem bly 
h a s  a m e n d e d  th e  

s ta te ’s L ocal G o v ern m en t 
Law No. 5 o f  2004 to  em ­
p o w er the  H ouse  and  the 
state governm ent to dissolve 
local governm ent councils 
at any time.

P ro v is io n s  o f  the  new  
law  em pow er the governor 
or the assem bly  sack local 
governm ent chairm en either 
indicted for corruption, m is­
conduct o r ineptitude.

Section 13(1) states that 
“notw ithstanding the provi­
sion  o f  sec tio n  12 o f  th is 
law every council shall stand 
dissolved at any given tim e 
by the re so lu tio n  o f  tw o- 
thirds m ajority o f  the House 
o f  Assem bly.”

T he law  also  p ro v id es  
that the governor may d is­
so lv e  an y  c o u n c il  o r  its  
m em bers on the ground o f  
co rru p tio n , in c o m p e ten c e  
or m isconduct w ith the ap­
proval o f  sim ple m ajority o f  
the House.

Section 14(2) o f  the new 
law is also am ended to pro­
v id e  fo r  a fo u r  m o n th s ’ 
grace for either the gover­
nor o r the assem bly to ap­
point a  caretaker com m ittee 
fo r the  lo ca l g o v e rn m e n t 
council after they w ere d is­
solved.

A c c o rd in g ly , th e  law  
provides fo r the es tab lish ­
m e n t o f  4 0 -m e m b e r  u n it 

; consultative assem bly advi­
sory  body  to  o v er see the 
ac tiv itie s  o f  the local un it 
assem blies. J- 11

From Hassan A. Karofi,
Correspondent (Dulse)

that a body w ill also be es­
ta b lish e d  to  be kn o w n  as 
po lling  unit advisory com ­
m ittee  to  be app o in ted  by 
the governor.

Daily Trust reports that 
the new  law  is believed to 
be preparatory to the disso­
lution o f  the 27 councils o f  
th e  s ta te  a h e a d  o f  th e

planned A pril local govern­
m ent elections in  the state.

Local councils in Jigaw a 
State under the old law  are 
to vacate office by the end 
o f  February  2006.

The new ly am ended law 
prov ides tha t the 40-m em ­
ber advisory  body w ill ad ­
vise and recom m end to  the 
polling unit consultative as­
sem bly in executing the de­
velopm ental activities in the

unit.
I t w ill a lso  su p e rv is e  

and m onito r the execution  
o f  p o lic ie s  o f  the  p o llin g  
units and report to the coun­
cilor o f  the w ard  at any tim e 
p ro b lem s an d  p ro g re ss  in 
the unit.___________________

Bayelsa lawmaker 
faces recall

A d e le g a tio n  o f  the 
people o f  constitu - 

.ency II o f  Ekerem or 
local g o v ern m e n t a rea  o f  
Bayelsa State led by Comrade 
Nomi Cede has sent a petition 
to the Independent National 
Electoral Commission ( IN  EC) 
asking for the recall o f  Hon. 
Boyelayefa Debekcme from 
the State House o f  Assembly.

A s ta tem en t signed  by 
IN EC’s director o f  public af­
fairs, Segun Adeogun quoted 
the co m m i^ io n ’s chairman, 
Prof. M aurice Iwu as saying 
that the com m ission would 
act on the petition w ithin the 
stipulated 90 days.

Iwu explained that it was 
the constitutional right o f  the 
people to recall their repre­
sen ta tives w hen necessary  
and that it was the constitu­
tional right o f  the petitioner 
to defend himself.

Earlier, spokesman o f  the 
d e le g a tio n , M r. K e n n e th  
Ekperi noted tha t the people 
o f  the constituency had lost 
confidence in DeSeKeme be-

sen t the co n s titu e n c y  a d ­
equately in the State House 
o f  Assembly.

Gede, who led the delega­
tion, appealed that the com ­
m ission should expedite ac­
tion on the petition.

Other members o f  delega­
tion included ch ie f Simeon 
Epebifiya, Donald Ego and 
Joseph Deinduomo.

A new  political group, 
th e  A ll ia n c e  fo r  
D em ocratic Change 

(A D C ) has w ritte n  to  the 
Independent N ational E lec­
to ra l C o m m issio n  (IN E C ) 
asking to be registered as a 
political party.

AD C recently  w rote tw o 
le tte rs to  IN EC , copies o f  
w hich w ere m ade available 
to Daily Trust.

In the second  co m m u ­
nication, dated February 8, 
A D C  p ro te s te d  th e  n o n ­
p r o v is io n  o f  a p p l ic a tio n  
form s by IN EC despite an 
earlier request.

“ We re fe r to  our le tte r 
on the reg is tra tio n  o f  o u r 
political group, A D C, as a 
p o lit ic a l p a rty  d a ted  2 3 rd 
J a n u a ry , 2 0 0 6 , c o p y  
attached .

“U p till this m om ent, we 
h a v e  n o t r e c e iv e d  an y  
com m unica tion  from  your 
o f f ic e  a b o u t th is ;  an d  in 
y o u r  la te s t p re ss  r e le a s e , ; 
w h ere  you  m en tio n e d  the

By H abeeb I. Pindiga,
Assistant Political Editor

new  parties and the parties 
aw aiting your approval, you 
did not include ADC.

“T h e re fo re , w e w o u ld  
like to  subm it to you  that 
our association  w ishes to be 
registered as a political party 
in  N ig e r ia .  W e w o u ld  
r e q u e s t  th a t  y o u  m a k e  
a v a ila b le  the  re g is tra tio n  
fo rm s , m a te r ia ls  an d  
requirem ents to us to enable 
us f o rm a lis e  a ll th e  
processes,” A D C ’s national 
c h a irm a n , C h ie f  R a lp s  
N w osu said in the letter.

INEC recently  announ­
ced  reg is te rin g  th o se  new 
p a r t ie s ,  n a m e ly  A c tio n  
C o n g re s s  o f  D e m o c ra ts  
(A C D ), A c tio n  A ll ia n c e  
(A A ) and  A ctio n  P eo p les  
C ongress (A PC ).

T h e  c o m m iss io n  a lso  
a c k n o w le d g e d  re c e ip t  o f  
s e v e ra l  a p p l ic a t io n s  fo r  
reg is tra tio n  from  p o litica l 
g roups._________________

NATIONAL PRODUCTIVITY CENTRE
PRESENTS

FOUNDATION DAY LECTURE

THEME
"PRODUCTIVITY CHALLENGES OF\ THE 

M ILLENNIUM DEVELOPMENT GOALS (MDGs) TO 
THE WEST AFRICAN SUB-REGION"

GUEST SPEAKER
DR. MUHAMMAD IBN CHAMBAS 

(EXECUTIVE SECRETARY,'ECOWAS)

DISCUSSANT  
■ m HA.IIA AMINA IBRAHIM

(SENIOR SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDENT ON THE MILLENNIUM DEVEL­
OPMENT GOALS (MDGs)

CHIEF HOST  I
DR. MUHAMMAD HASSAN LAWAL 

(HONOURABLE MINlSTERiOF! EMPLOYMENT,
LABOUR AND PRODUCTIVITY'

CHAIRMANi
SENATOR BASSEY EWAi-HENSHAW 

CHAIRMAN SENATE COMMITTEE ON LABOUR AND PRODUCTIVITY

VENUE
IBRO HOTEL, MICHAEL OKPARA STREET,

w u s e  z o n e  i  A b u ja .

i ‘ DATE
TUESDAY, 21ST FEBRUARY, 2006 @ 10.00A.M.

( I
THE LECTURE IS FREE. YOU ARE ALL CORDIALLY INVITED.

FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES PLEASE CALL: 08059461860, 08033499200

SIGNED:
i, MANAGEMENT



Page 30 Dally Trust Tuesday, February 14, 200<>

In s id e  P o lit ic s
OBJ is using the South to blackmail 
the North -Afenifere
A fen ifere , th e  Yoruba so c ia l p o lit ic a l  
o rg a n iza tio n , N a tio n a l P u b lic ity  
S ecre ta ry , Y inka O du m akin  sp o k e  to  
Daily Trust, Samson Ojo and  /Idelanwa 
Bamgboye on the South-w est governors 
approval o f  President Olusegun Obasanjo 
fo r  a third term. H e also revealed that last 
year ’s Decem ber Southern Leaders Forum  
convened by the Enugu State Governor, 
Chimaroke N nam ani was not a Southern  
L eaders fo ru m  bu t a th ird  term  foru m . 
Excerpt:

A t the E nugu  m eeting  
a ttended  by a ll the  

. southern state governors, 
the Afenifere, Ohaneze and the 
south-South  leaders, it was 
agreed that the South-South or 
the South-East should produce 
the president come 2007. But 
contrary to that agreement, the 
South-West governors last week 
endorsed President Obasanjo 
fo r  a third term, during their 
meeting with him at Otta Ogun 
State. What is your comments?

May be we should first of 
all get the Enugu meeting right. 
From the information that has 
come out so far, the Enugu 
m eeting was a. p residency 
agenda. It has been discovered 
that the meeting was packaged 
by the presidency and 
sponsored by N 150 million, and 
the mandate given to Nnamani 
who hosted it was to ensure that 
the presidency should stay in 
the South after 2007. Nnamani 
now went and do something 
else, by getting the conference 
to say that the presidency 
should go to the south-south, or 
South-East, that really angered 
the presidency and the EFCC 
was despatched to Enugu to 
start investigation. To get the 

; EFCC off his back, Nnamani has 
; now declared for third term. 

Rem em ber that Nnam ani 
opposed third term agenda at 
Enugu, and that is why we, in 
A fen ifere  resolved not to 
participate in the Enugu meeting 
because we knew that it was a 
third term forum not Southern 
leaders forum. It was Southern 
Third term forum and when you 
saw the ubiquitous presence of 
Anenih, Femi Fani-Kayode and 
o thers, it was cleared  who 
actually sponsored the meeting. 
The whole things was a planned 
work. The only person that 

; spoke against third term agenda 
at the meeting was Chief Olu 
Falae and you could see the 
silence that pervaded the hall, 
when he said there should be no 
third term. Even let’s look at the 
composition of the leaderships 
o f  the southern forum. The 
Secretary of Southern forum 
today is Dejo Raimo and he was 
the first person in Yoruba land 
to campaign, openly and widely 
for third term, in YCE as far 
back as July last year. Afenifere 
took a position in Ijebu-Igbo that 
there should be nothing like third 
term, Dejo Raimo opposed us 
and was so furious in his attack 
against Afenifere that Obasanjo 
should go for third term and 
today he is the secretary of the 
southern Forum. So, it is only 
those who cannolread correctly 
oetween the line, that will say 
'hat there is any conclusion, 
there is no conclusion. The 
people are consistent in what 
they are doing, it is an aberration 
but it is consistent. So that 
Abeokuta declaration by the 
PDP uovemors to the fact that

Yinka Odumukin, Afenifere,
National Publicity Secretary
term is in tandem or in agreement 
w ith w hat they have been 
planning all along. We can only 
say that these people are 
playing with fire and for those 
PDP. South-West governor who 
are proposing that Obasanjo 
should go for the third term, will 
also meet their own W aterloo 
come 2007 because the Yoruba 
people will not support 
anything that is not 
constitutional. They will not 
support changing the goal post, 
when a goal has already been 
scored, that Obasanjo should 
remain president come 2007 
those governors have declared 
their own exit with Obasanjo, 
there is no way that any of them 
will return back in Yoruba land 
in a free and fair election come 
2007.

To be precise which o f  the 
governors?

Gbenga Daniel, Oyinlola, 
Fayose, they cannot be elected 
for second term. Of course we 
d o n ’t recognize the one in 
Ibadan as a governor, so we 
don’t mention him, that one is 
not a governor, he is a product 
o f falsehood in Oyo State, we 
don’t count him as a govern or.

How would you react to 
some senators declaration that 
the president has done so well 
and  th a t i f  its takes the  
amendment o f  the constitution, 
that they are ready to do it fo r  
President Obasanjo to continue 
after 2007?

Well, that will not be a 
surprise, if you will remember, 
a m em ber o f House o f 
Representative from Osun State, 
Honourable Saroye Laoye had 
told this nation, that he was at a 
meeting where each of House of 
Representative members were 
promised money if  they are 
ready to support third term 
agenda. Also if  you look at 
Dariye confession last week that 
was reported :n today’s paper, 
to the effeci that N1.6 billion 
ecological fund in Plateau State 
was diverted to finance 2003 
election, you can then imagine

amount o f money that has been 
raised into the system to buy 
people, voters card. But we have 
seen it before under Abacha, but 
it did not succeed that time, so 
also it will not succeed this time 
around.

A t the Enugu meeting a 
faction o f  Afenifere was present 
at the forum . Does it mean that 
A fe n ife re  has been  
factionalised?

Yes, when we parted way 
with these people. One of the 
reason we cited was that they 
are romancing Obasanjo and for 
those of us who have learnt our 
lesson with Obasanjo we are not 
ready to go that way and they 
said we were blackmailing them. 
But look at their action since 
then, they were at Enugu 
Southern Forum, and since then 
have you heard them speaking 
third term. Oyo State incidence 
happened, they even went to 
congratulate Akala they could 
not condem n the 
u n co n s ltitu tio n a lity  that 
happened in Oyo State because 
they do not want to oppose 
Obasanjo, some other things has 
happened since then, even there 
are certain individuals among 
them like Adebanjo. Have you 
heard speaking against Obasanjo 
misrule, or on Oyo State or third 
term issues, something is wrong. 
When Obasanjo came to Ogun 
State last week most o f them 
were there at the banquet dinner 
w ith him, so all that has 
happened since we parted way 
with them have also confirmed 
our allegations against them that 
they are on the paid lis t o f 
Obasanjo and that they were 
romancing him for his third term 
agenda, that is why we cannot 
co-habit with them.

Going by what you have 
said President Obasanjo has 
influenced the southern leaders 
fo ru m  by p lan ting  his men, 
could it be said that Obasanjo 
is beh in d  the seem ing  
polarization between the North 
and the south over who produce 
the president in 2007. In order 
to pave way fo r  himself?

The president is a military 
man, he is a strategist, he know 
the act o f  M achiavellian , 
O basanjo is a great 
Machiavellian than Babangida. 
He is using the act of deception 
to get what he want and o f 
course, if  he is not promoting 
this thing and using the strategy, 
three years to the next election. 
In South A frica, P resident 
Thabo Mbeki has come out to 
declare that he is not interested 
in the third term, we are going to 
have presidential election next 
year the president has not 
spoken, but all the body language 
have shown that he wants to 
stay, when those governors in 
Abeokuta said they want him 
for third term why he did not 
say that it is unconstitutional, 
he is promoting this agenda and 
every person that has come 
against him, has been haunted 
and blackmail. The problem 
Atiku is having with him and the 
PDP today is not because of any 
other thing but because of his 
ambition to become president in 
2007, if Atiku drop the ambition 
today they will re-absorb him. 
See Marwa. Oji Uzor Kalu, you 
all know what has happened to 
them Oiji Uzor Kalu airline was 
grounded. It is so clear that the 
president want to stay, that is 
why 10 months to the next 
general elections we have not 
seen any presidential candidate 
because the easiest way to 
liquidate yourself today is to say 
you want O basanjo job. 
Obasanjo does not have the 
interest of the south at heart all 
he is doing is to use the South to 
blackmail the North. He is the 

behind this North-South
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Democratic leadership Training Works h
(DLTW)

o

Since May 1998, the Africa tendership forum has organo 
edition?* ui ilk - ( ! '
across the regions of Africa. Tile workshops wdte held in 
Accra, Nairobi, and Windhoek respectively. In addition, two 
six workshops were hetd in Nigeria, The impact o f the training > 
participants has been transforniaf oty.

The Africa Leadership Forum will be orgatiizmgln 2006, a sc  k h 
training workshops for Nigerians in both private and public m s. 

youth organizations, media, labour organizations, NGO§ jk  v>, i isj 
community leaders, As in the past, the primary objectives of tb >c 
workshops afimng others are to:

• Provide opportunity tor inter-political networks and link; ^  
towards positive collaboration at both lateral and v .r  .a! 
levels

• Fnhanec and to sharpen participant's leadership ski IK m 
panic pato ) ec noci *ev and governance

Method of Application
A two-page resume giving full description: of yourself, place of 
residence, profession;, yonr local government,* and state, /  o 
applicant should state previous leadership position! n * id 
experience! s i w ith a statement of his/her understanding o f leader > ip 
and what he/she intends to gain from during the workshop. PL ;se 
indicate the fastest mean* of communication, (c. g, e-mail, sui.ucc 
mail or courier)

Conditioi? for Participation
Participants selected for the'uerkshop are expected to pa> .. ? - en 
commitment fee of N2, 000 upon arrival and also bear the co>i of 
their travel expenses to & from the venue of the workshop. 1 he 
Africa Leadership Fortin will he responsible for participant's 
accommodation and feeding only. Women are especulh  
encouraged to apply. Past altitatti of the M I W  need not reapply 
for these workshops.

Workshop G r m p i  

Workshop Date:

NYSC Merit Award W inners 

12* - I f 1* M are!, 2§§4

Application Deadline: I f f  f tb rn ary , 2TO4

Venne:

Conference Hail, Africa Leadership Forum,#1, Bells 0 i  
|  Mireko Hond, Ota, Ogun State

I

1 ' ‘  ̂ ........ I -s

# ^ a j ^ s h o u ^ ■ s. ?:§ ■ v* 3
C .e. ? Jfc •• . • •- »(. ■' <4 ,

•fi-.v TlS. .flSB.:. "OBr 'fco' W& 3s' ski
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THE FEDERAL POLYTECHNIC,

(OFFICE OF THE REGISTRAR)
ia£L

'INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT/
Applications are invited from suitable qualified candidates for the post of the] 
Rector, Federal Polytechnic, Mubi.

a) DUTIES OF THE RECTOR
The Rector is the Chief Academic and Administrative Officer of the j 
Polytechnic and is required to provide the requisite academic, administrative 
and professional leadership for the Polytechnic, in executing the policies 
formulated by the Governing Council. He/she is expected to foster good, 
rapport with the Federal Ministry of Education, National Board for Technical 
Education and other relevant professional bodies for tie  achievement of the 
objectives for which the Institution was established. The Rector must 
therefore, posses a very high sense of dedication to duty, drive and 
resourcefulness. Above ait, he/she must be a person of high integrity.

(b) QUALIFICATION
(i) Applicants should hold at least a Master’s Degree or Ph.D from a 

recognized University in any of the fields of Science Technology and 
Engineenng,

(it) Applicants with Master Degree or Ph. D must have at least fifteen (15) 
years or twelve (12) years post Qualification cognate experience in 
teaching, research or administrative post in an institution of higher 
learning respectively He/she must no? be below the rank of Chief 
Lecturer in a Polytechnic or in a  comparable establishment.

(Hi) Suitable applicants are expected to be knowledgeable about the 
operation of the Polytechnic system and competence to the executive 
action or matters of planning, research and management in realization 
of tne cardinal objectrves of the Polytechnic.

. (i v Applicant should oe computer literal

c) PERSONAL QUALITIES
Applicants should have good trac* recur as of teaderahip quashes drive, 
innovation and achievements in result onented researches.

(dj TERMS OF APPOINTMENT
■i ■ The appointment is for a period of four (4) years, in the first instance and 

shall be eligible tor re-appointment for another four (4) years and no 
more,

fit The salary of trie Rectons consolidated
(»*s; Other fringe benefit auacnea to the office are.

(a) Chauffeur driven ca:
(b) A furnished accommodat.o*
(c) Security guards and domestic staff

ej METHOD OF APPLICATION
Interested applicants should forward their applications together with fifteen 
(15) copies of detailed Curriculum Vitae stating among othet qualifications, 
work expenence, present employment, Rank. Local Government. State of 
origin, maritat status, extra- curricular activities and name of three (3) 
referees.

Candidates will be requested to produce the original of their certificates and 
other credentials during interview. Photocopies of certificates will not be 
accepted. All applications, which should be in sealed envelopes labeled 
“A P P L IC A T IO N  F O R  T H E  P O S T  O F  R E C T O R , F E D E R A L  
POLYTECHNIC, M U B I”, are to be forwarded.

The Registrar,
Federal Polytechnic,
P.M.B. 35 , Mubi,
Adam aw a State.

The application should reach the Registrar within six weeks from the date of 
this advertisement. Candidates are required to request their referees to 
send confidential reports on them to the Registrar before the closing date

Signed 
ALH. B. UBA BELLO 

REGISTRAR

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Cows?' Migeria
Name of Project Mmmm SW® Health Spl««s It
Brief Descriptk» of Works: Eeaavaii® of friisary Health Care Centres, 
ieiovatifli if  life Sivfif Skill Tratag Centre »«! lipaesloii of Primary 
Health Care Ctilre v
Coairief Maitfciliei No; APSHSPf II/MCIW^II 
World Bank Credit No: 1653 IP!

I, Thfe invitation for bids follows Ik genera! pfe®nra*rt notice for this profec* 
tint appeared m Development Business, issue No, 6!tt of ItC June 2063.

llhe Federal tioverrtmenS of Nigeria has r&caved a Credit from the Idonntkmi 
Devebpmeri! Association towards the cost of Adamawa State Health Systems 
Destlopmenf Protect I! nad Meads to apply pm of fee feds to eliaiWe 
payments under the Contract for Renovation of hmmry Health Care Centres, 
Rensfiifot o t ifeSav «| SI illiliainisg ( » ire« i J \p»spnaf Primary Health C 
are Centre. idorstiSeaitMftHffihef ADSHSPPlt/fCSWlOO!

Bidding is open to all bidders from eligible source count® as defined in the 
(mdilmis: Procurement undir IBMB kmm m l MM Credits.

3. Hit Adamawa State Health Systems Development f rcpei I  now invites sealed
bids from disable bidders tor Ihe:

Nutei Tht chU m tib  s f e  m sm tem i o&k A to m  m gfogpm  19$ to 2Uikm h tm m  tkm  
Biddm m y Mi fw  m* et mw* kfc m d &crntm tffm i for the m m i o f m mkwd tm  
wBi I f  I?

4, Bidding documents aw he purchased at %m Adamawa State Health Systems 
Etevetepmant Project II Office, No. ISA Sir Kashi m Ibrahim way Yola for a 
noivefomlaWe fe  of ten thousand Naira or its eqwrialffit m a fjwlywnvertihie 
currency for the first set and five thousand Naira or its equivalent is a freely* 
convertible currency for my additioaal sets. Interested bidders may obtain further 
information at the same addrsss

5, Bids stall be valid for * period of % 4m alter Bid opening and must he 
accompanied by security of it least 3% of bid price or its equivalent in a freely

emswy, and shall be delivered to Adamawa Sate Health Systems 
Development Project I! Office, No, 35 A Sir lashint Ibrahim way Yola on or before 
1.2:90 Noon Morrf» 13* March, 2006, at which time they will be opened in the

Evaluation will he on lot by lot bask Award shall also be on lot by lot b

Mr. P. J. Ngamwa 
Project Manager 
Tel: 075-62"r534

IM Deseriptts* is !
Security

Ihsrafei 1

\ s, d  ea^as§Cim« 
ii t o * ® ! *  d 'W w .d lk le  AlTqaart® 
sii C o ir tn e ta  «f jnanaaw  
iv, CotiiWefesifff YWloiM$

A:

.................... I

8 W « b  |

% i RauvaUwt ol existini Otesc
ii Rcnovsion ol'irsmnwxlistc sUilquwtai 
ui Cotfc«ru«jaBof trwrnemsor
iv CoBSSactiaeef VUFTwkb

At tas.il Ttsogo S W«k:=: ^

1 i. < lm '
». «f k t o r f a t e  iteif spiUm  
iu. C r n w t o  <1 immmtm 
h  CoEWmflSw t f  V|f» ‘IM te

M m m x-

| 4 t a f a  » n &  satis t a w g  Cmvs \ M h m m f w *
_____

« Weeks
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THE WEST AFRICAN MONETARY INSTITUTE 
Accra Ghana

DIRECTOR GENERAL  
Ref: 2006-WAMI/IMAO-Ol

The West African M onetary Institute (WAMI). established by the 
Governments o f The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Nigeria and Sierra 
Leone, commenced operations in Accra, Ghana on March 1,2001 
w ith the m andate to facilita te  the processes leading to the 
establishment o f the West African Central Bank (WACB) and the 
introduction o f a common currency for the West African Monetary 
Zone (WAMZ) in 2009.

On the basis o f  a new action plan prepared for implementation 
from January 2006, the institution is now starting a competitive 
recruitment process to attract the best candidate to fill the position 
o f Director General at its headquarters in Accra, Ghana.

Duties and Responsibilities:
Under the direction o f  the Governing Board o f the WAMI, the 
Director General is responsible for the day to day managem ent o f 
all the activities o f the Institute, in order to attain its objective: the 
creation o f the West African Central Bank in the required timeframe. 
His leadership should ensure effective operational coordination 
o f the work o f  the various departments (Research, Operations, 
Finance & A dm inistration, C om m unications & Inform ation 
Technology). He represents WAMI within WAMZ and outside.

Selection Criteria:
Advanced university degree in finance, economics 
management or public administration

• Demonstrated leadership, management and people- 
management skills through work experience in leading 
positions in a multinational or public organization, a Central 
Bank or a Regional Economic Organization

• Demonstrated ability to build consensus and achieve results 
in highly complex situations

• Ability to build credibility and work effectively with 
multilateral institutions, such as World Bank, IMF, ECB 
etc.
Excellent communication skills both written and oral

• Fluent in one o f WAMI two official languages (English 
and French), a working knowledge o f the other is an 
advantage.

A competitive consolidated (all inclusive) salary is offered 
Initial 2 years appointment with possibility o f extension up to a 
maximum o f 2 years
Open exclusively to: Citizens o f one o f the 5 m em ber countries 

Other Information:
W AM I is an equal o p p o rtu n ity  em p lo y er and w elcom es 
applications from men and women.
All applications should include a complete c.v. and be limited to a 
maximum o f 6 pages.

O nly those app lican ts who have been reta ined  for fu rther 
consideration will receive a reply. Short-listed candidates will be 
invited in Accra, Ghana, for the evaluation process that will take
place [mid March],

A) ''plications must be received by email at: wamira- tecsult.com 
or i i <x at: (233-21) 668 932 before February 24, 2006.
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THE WEST AFRICAN MONETARY INSTITl'TE 
Accra Ghana

SIX DIRECTORS OF DEPARTMENT

The West African M onetary Institute (WAMI), established h\ the 
Governments o f The Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Nigeria and Sien a 
Leone, commenced operations in Accra, Ghana on March 1. 2001 
w ith the m andate to fac ilita te  the processes leading to the 
establishment o f the West African Central Bank (WACB) and the 
introduction o f a common currency for the West African M onetar\ 
Zone (WAMZ) in 2009. \

On the basis o f a new action plan prepared for implementation 
from January 2006, the institute is now recruiting the best candidates 
to fill 6 Directors positions at its headquarters in Accra, 
Ghana.

DIRECTOR, RESEARCH AND STATISTICS
Ref: 2006-WAM I/I MAO-02
DIRECTOR, LEGAL AFFAIRS
Ref: 2OO6-WAMI/IMAO-O3
DIRECTOR, OPERATIONS
Ref: 2OO6-WAMI/IMAO-O4
DIRECTOR, FINANCE AND ADMINISTRATION
Ref: 2OO6-WAMI/IMAO-O5
DIRECTOR, INTERNAL AUDIT
Ref: 2006-WAM1/IM A 0-06
DIRECTOR, INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Ref: 2OO6-WAMI/IMAO-O7

A competitive consolidated (all inclusive) remuneration is offered 
Initial 2 years appointment with possibility o f extension up to a 
maximum o f 2 years

W AM I is an equal o p p o rtu n ity  e m p lo y er and w e lco m es 
applications from men and women.

All applications should include a complete c. v. and 3 professional 
references, including name, address, phone num ber and e-mail 
address. (M aximum 6 pages)

Only those applicants retained will receive a reply. Short-listed 
candidates will be invited in Accra, Ghana to continue the evaluation 
proccss scheduled for [mid-M arch 2006].

Open exclusively to: Citizens o f one o f the 5 m em ber countries

A detailed  descrip tion  o f  responsib ilitie s  and the required  
com petencies for each position is available 'at: www.WAMI- 
IMAO.org OR www.tecsult.com/wami.htm

All applications must be received by email at: w anii@ tecsu it.com 
oi by fax at: (233-21) 668 932 before February 24, 2006.

TijtjMilj tv> isvxl '26.01[>CK» c iT  r‘ ij .c J  1*. ' Cf "C
— - — ..................—■— u  UT—if ",! ri.‘ nJ ------- h '-J-r r r

http://www.tecsult.com/wami.htm
mailto:wanii@tecsuit.com


Tuesday, February 14, 2006 r>aity Trust Page 33

N e w s
Northern AD factions united behind Akinfenhinwa

T he fa c tio n s  in  the  
A rew a caucus o f  the 
A lliance for D em oc­

racy (AD) has resolved their 
d ifferences, determ ining to 
unite behind the national lead­
ership o f  Senator M ojisola 
A kinfenhinwa ending the in-

From Sani Babadoko,
Bureau Chief Kaduna

tra-party crisis that has rav­
aged the caucus in the past 
two years.

In a communique after the 
northern caucus m eeting at

the Lucia Hotel, Kaduna. the 
caucus called on all those 
w ho are yet to declare their 
support for the Senator in the 
national leadership tussle be­
tween him and C hief Bisi 
Akande to do so now in the 
interest o f  the party.

______
A cross section ofNigeria Police officers coming out o f  a meeting held with President Obasanjo at the 
State House 4buja...yesterday_______________   Pix: Joe Oroye

Two students killed as cult groups clash
A  resum ed  clash  be 

tw een tw o rival se 
cre t cu lt g roups at 

the Ebonyi State University, 
A bakaliki, has claim ed tw o 
students, while seven others 
w ere wounded.

U niversity  sources to ld  
the News Agency o f  N igeria 
(N A N ), tha t the c lash  b e­
tw een the Vikings and the 
Black Axe groups started on 
Saturday.

The clash  w as over the 
snatching o f  a mobile phone 
from a m em ber o f  one group 
by the other.

A fter the snatching o f  his 
Sagem  cam era handset, the 
student reported to his sect 
which regrouped and went to 
recover the set, the sources 
said.

It w as during the recov- tion  abbut the k illings, we
ery  m is s io n  th a t  tro u b le  
s ta r te d  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  
groups.

The sources said that af­
ter the initial squabble, m em ­
bers o f  both groups fled to 
A bakalik i tow n from  their 
Ishieke campus.

They said an accounting 
education student identified 
as Paul Ogburueoro and an­
o th e r  know n as “ D agger” 
w ere shot death on Convent 
road and Kpiripkiri areas o f  
Abakaliki on Sunday.

The Ebonyi state Police 
Public Relations Officer, Mr. 
Godwin Wekwa, confirm ed 
th e  k il l in g s , sa y in g  
O gburueoro had been on the 
police list o f  wanted persons. 
.“W hen w e got the inform a-

thought it was due to armed 
robbery but later discovered 
that it was as a result o f  a cult 
clash,” he told NAN.

The spokesm an said the 
police equally recovered two 
vehicles, a Mitsubishi Lancer 
and Honda car, snatched from 
their owners during the clash.

“ A lth o u g h  no a r re s ts  
have been made so far, 1 want 
to appeal to m em bers o f  the 
public with useful information 
to send same to the police,” 
Wekwa pleaded.

He warned those wishing 
to harbour the culprits to de­
sist “because anybody found 
to be harbouring any o f  them 
will be treated according to 
the law” .

Abortion claims 55,000 women yearly - Rep
R ep re

sentatives member, 
Hon. Saudatu Sani, 

says about 55,000 N igerian 
women die yearly from  abor­
tion, miscarriages and other 
maternal complications.

Hon Sani revealed this to 
newsm en Thursday at a din­
ner organized by a non gov­
e rn m e n ta l o rg a n iz a tio n , 
Packard Foundation in Abuja.

She said public hearings 
will begin today on a Bill be­
fore the National Assembly on 
the National Representative 
Health Institute, which will 
regulate the practice o f  safe 
rep ro d u ctiv e  hea lth  in the 
country.

She added  tha t the bill 
also seeks to em power com ­
m unities in the coun try  on 
how to reduce high m ortality 
rates in the country while em -

By Benjamin Auta,
I________ Reporter 1

pow ering them  to m eet the 
M illenn ium  D ev e lo p m en t 
Goals (MDGs)

A lso speaking, the Coun­
try Director o f  IPAs. Dr. Ejike 
Oji. decried the absence o f  an 
abortion law in the country.

He said the law still used 
in the country m ade in 1861 
by the colonial m asters, is 
obsolete and cannot m eet the 
dem ands o fN igenans.

Dr. Oji, added that; “un­
less we make active laws. Ni­
gerian women will continue to 
s u f fe r  fro m  ra p e , m e e ts , 
pedophilia without the perpe­
trators being punished while 
our wom en keep dying.

Speaking earlier in a w el­
com e address, the head o f  
population, Packard founda-

that
S35 million is to be spent in 
Nigeria for the period o f  five 
years.

She said the foundation 
has ad o p ted  an ad v o c ac y  
based  on se rv ice  delivery , 
adding that the advocacy in 
Nigeria will be more intensive 
this year so that the founda­
tion can achieve its goals o f  
fighting m aternal mortality, 
HIV AIDS and mobility.

A lso speaking the Senior 
Country A dviser to  the foun­
dation, Mrs. M airo Mawara, 
said that, the nation has a high 
rate o f  abortion due to  the 
high level o f  pregnancy.

She said that with a better 
population control. N igerians 
should be able to m ake in­
fo rm ed  d ec is io n s on b irth  
control.

T h e  c a u c u s  m e e tin g  
which was attended by all 
the 19 state chairm en in the 
northern states which were 
divided in the past, resolved 
to dissociate itse lf from the 
A k a n d e /T in u b u  fa c tio n  
which they alleged has tried 
to kill the party.

It also resolved that the 
identity o f  the party is para­
m ount and cannot be negoti­
ated and called on those w ho 
defected to other parties or to 
form  new parties to  be ex ­
pelled.

The party is also to set up 
a harmonization committee to 
resolve the crisis o f  two par­
allel state executives as a re­
sult o f  the intra party crisis.

In a speech, the leader o f  
the erstwhile Akande faction 
in the north, Com rade Faruk 
Umar, said the crisis has not 
only retarded the progress 
o f  the party but also gave ri­
val parties an advantage over 
AD.

“ W e are  a lso  ad v is in g  
those who are yet to  com e on 
board, that the A D  has the 
room to accom m odate every­
body.”

He said, “our unity  will 
give Nigerians the confidence 
that we, as a party, can be 
trusted w ith the leadership o f  
the nation.

“Today, is historic. It is a 
day o f  re-union o f  the m em ­
bers and leaders o f  the party.

W ith me here are m y fel­
low national officers and state 
execu tives o f  the form er 
A kande faction . Today w e 
have com e together to put the 
intra-party crisis that has rav­
aged the party for the past two 
years behind us,” Com rade 
Faruk declared.

A t the meeting, the AD  
national secretary, Dr. Manzo 
Abubakar, the national pub­
lic ity  secretary , Mr. Rafiu 
Salau, deputy national treas­
urer, Alhaji M ahmud Sani. na 
tional youth  leader, A lhaji 
Sultan Hassan and Chairmen 
from  Sokoto, Taraba, Kano. 
N ig e r , K og i , A d am a w a. 
Bauchi, N assaraw a, Kaduna, 
K atsina and the FCT.

2007 elections will be'V

successful -INEC
I NEC said it is determined 

win the confidence o f  Ni 
gerians during the 2007 

elections. The Resident E lec­
toral Commissioner in Kaduna 
State, M r Aliyu M arafa, said 
this during the inauguration 
o f  the Stakeholders ‘Election 
Forum, Jem a’a local govern­
m ent chapter in Kafanchan at 
the weekend.

M arafa said the com m is­
sion is doing everything pos­
sible in the state to pave w ay 
for the optim um  success dur­
ing the conduct o f  the elec­
tions.

He explained that the fo­
rum was formed to work hand- 
in-hand with the com mission 
through discussion on m at­
ters relating to elections in ad­

dition to advising the com ­
mission accordingly.

This according to him. will 
m inim ise to the barest m ini­
mum, cases o f  election mal­
practices thereby ensuring a 
free and fair elections.

The council chairman, Mr 
A braham  Jatau, on the occa­
sion said, “form ation o f  such 
fora is commendable as it w 111 
to  a g rea ter ex tent, reduce 
cases o f  petitions after elec­
tions apart from  giving cred­
ibility to INEC” .

Earlier, the Emir o f  Jema ‘ a. 
Alhaji M uhammadu Isa. who 
spoke on behalf o f  other tra 
ditional rulers in the area, had 
advised m em bers o f  the fo­
rum  to take the responsibihtx 
seriously.

| P R E S S '■SI 1
FORIMMEDIATE RELEASE

The European Union Partnership to Reinforce Immunization Efficiency (E l - 
PRIME) has purchased equipment worth N62 million for distribution to six states 
in Nigeria.

The equipment includes generators, motorcycles and computers- which are meant 
to improve the efficient delivery o f immunization services in the beneficiary states 
The states which will benefit from this system development project are Abia, Cross 
River. Gombe, Kebbi, Osun and Plateau.
Under the same project, the National Planning Commission and the European 
Commission Delegation in Nigeria have signed another contract worth N909. 
422,000.00 (Nine Hundred and Nine Million, Four Hundred and Twenty Two 
thousand Naira only) with Car Link Limited for the supply o f 126 Four Wheel 
Drive vehicles one each for all local government areas in the six focal states, 14 
Four Wheel drive hard top vehicles for project monitoring and evaluation The 
vehicles will be distributed in April 2006.

The European Union Partnership to Reinforce Immunization efficiency (EU- 
PRIME) is a 5 year project from September 2002-September, 2007. EU-PRIM1 
aims to reduce child mortality from vaccine preventable diseases in N igeria .!: 
supports polio eradication throughout Nigeria and it strengthens routine 
immunization in six focal states across the country. The states are Abia, Cross 
River, Gombe, Kebbi, Osun and Plateau. The purpose o f the project is ensuring 
that safe and efficient vaccination services are 77,400,000 or 12 billion Naira 
over the project period.
Courtesy, State Prime Team, EU-PRIME project, Gombe
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rom right, ANPP House Leader, Hon. Antinu Waziri Tambuwal, ANPP House W hip Hon. Almajir Geidam 
and Hon. Kurfi Ishaq Idris briefing journalists on their decision to boycott NEC meeting o f  ANPP at the 
National Assembly...weekend. Pix: Felix Onigbindc.

BATN commences exports, 
targets N3bn investment

™  r  nomic reforms programme.

T he British American To 
bacco Nigeria has com 
menced export operations 

to West & Central Africa with a 
potential o f delivering N 10 bil­
lion in export proceeds and 22 
million dollars additional capital 
investment by the company 
come 2008.

A statement made available 
to Daily Trust, signed by the 
BAT Corporate Communica­
tions Manager, Aliyu Ma’aji said 
the event which was held at the 
Zaria Factory on Thursday, Feb­
ruary 09, 2006, witnessed the 
M inister o f  Industry, Amb.

By Hamisu Muhammad,
Business Reporter

Fidelis Tapgun who unveiled a 
plaque to signal the kick-off o f 
the programme.

Speaking at the inauguration 
ceremony in Zaria, the Minister 
of Industry said “BAT Nigeria’s 
Initiatives illustrates a company 
that has strong corporate focus 
for maximising its investment in 
a business line with a lot o f po­
tentials for the future’, adding 
that the “Government views this 
export programme as a welcome 
development in the light o f the 
current administration’s eco-

Court adjourns Kanam 
emirship tussle till F e b 2 8
A  H igh Court in Jos has 

adjourned till Febru­
ary 28, the case over 

the K anam  em irsh ip  tussle  
brought before it by one o f  the 
c o n te n d e rs  to  th e  th ro n e , 
A lhaji A l-H assan  S huaibu , 
ag a in s t th e  in s ta lla tio n  o f  
M o h am m ed  M u ’azu  
Babangida as the emir.

A t the continued hearing 
i o f  the case, chairm an o f  the 
King m akers M aiam  G arba 
Zaranda who testified as a wit­
ness, told the court that the 
selection process w as m arred 
by irregularities as the three 

I tra d itio n a l o b se rv e rs  w ere 
I edged  o u t o f  the  se lec tio n  
| p rocess aga inst the custom  
and tradition o f  the em irate in 
selecting an emir.

Zaranda narrated how the 
I selection process took place 
: during which he said the four 
I King m akers unanimously se­
lected Alhaji Alhassan Shaibu,

I and not A lhaji M oham m ad 
M u’azu, the incum bent emir 
declared by the state govern­
ment as w inner in the selec- 

! tion exercise.
I A cco rd ing  to  h im , they 
j protested the outcom e o f  the 
S selection process before the 
) Galadiman Karam  when the 
an n o u n c em en t o f  th e  new  
emir was made.

T he w itness  added  tha t 
; the Galadiman Kanam later 
j took them to the council chair- 
I man, Alhaji Idris Gambo, who 

ill con-

From Rakiva A. Muhammad,
Jos

isfied with the assurance o f  the 
chairm an and decided to go to 
th e  s ta te  g o v e rn o r , C h ie f  
Joshua Dariye, through one o f  
their sons in Jos, Mr. Salihu 
Garba Dumswak.

Mr. Dumswak, he added, 
how ever told them  that it was 
difficult to see the governor 
w ithout an appointm ent, and 
instead advised them  to ad­
dress a press conference.

In his cross-exam ination, 
counsel to the first defendant 
Mr. G arba Pwoi objected to 
the text o f  the press confer­
ence earlier tendered as exhibit, 
stressing  that the docum ent 
was not written by the w itness 
nor was it interpreted by him.

A cco rd ing  to  Pw oi, the 
docuipent is not adm issible, 
add ing  that even i f  it w ere 
original from the evidence o f  
the w itness, it w as prepared 
for the purpose o f  this suit.

But counsel to the plain­
tiff  Seeni A kunloye said that 
the o b je c tio n  w as m isco n ­
ceived.

He added that the docu­
ment is prim ary evidence that 
the w itness possessed, add­
ing that it is not only the per­
son w ho signs a docum ent 
that can tender it.

T he counse l sta ted  tha t 
the docum ent is  not an opin­
ion, but statem ent o f  facts o f  
histo ry  w hich is essentially  
within the knowledge o f  the

reforms programme, part 
o f which includes economic di­
versification and less emphasis 
on oil as the nation’s economic 
mainstay.” The Minister further 
affirmed government’s commit­
ment to continue to provide an 
enabling environment to make 
the manufacturing sector com­
petitive within and outside the 
Nigerian market.

On his part, the Emir o f  
Zazzau, Alhaji Dr. Shehu Idris 
said the event is ample testimony 
of BAT commitment to Zaria.

“We are indeed pleased that 
you chose to flag off your ex­
port programme from here. Since 
your merger with the former Ni­
gerian Tobacco Company (NTC) 
on November 6,2000, and your 
signing of an MOU with the Fed­
eral Government on 24 Septem­
ber 2001, leading to the formal 
commencement o f your opera­
tions, the people o f  Zazzau 
Emirate have had an enduing mu­
tually beneficial relationship with 
you.”

A ccording to him “the 
progress we are witnessing here 
today is a product o f the respon­
sible corporate behaviour you 
have demonstrated over the years 
and your unwavering commit­
ment to your Zaria operations 
and indeed Nigeria; a develop­
ment we hold dear to our hearts”.

In his reaction, Richard 
Hodgson, Managing Director, 
BAT Nigeria, noted that the ex­
port programme will start with 
cigarette exports to Cameroon 
and Togo. “The Federal Govern­
ment policy identifies exports as 
a key strategic element o f eco­
nomic policy and in 2004, at the 
business leaders meeting on Ex­
ports Mr President asked what 
is BAT Nigeria doing. At that 
time, we were still finishing the 
Ibadan factory, so delivering on 
our stakeholders’ expectations 
for exports was not possible.

He added that over 10 bil­
lion Naira is expected in export 
proceeds by 2008 and a further 
$22 million in additional capital 
expenditure expected within the 
next 2 years.

The first batch of BAT Ni­
geria exports was shipped from 
Zaria factory on December 15, 
2005, to Cameroon totalling 18 
million sticks, comprising of Red 
Club Filter and Gold Tobacco 

receipt o f the

FG sets up committee 
on National Hospital
r e s id e n t O lu se g u n  
O basanjo has set up 
an in terim  m anage­

m ent com m ittee to carry out 
a n a ly tic  a p p ra is a l  o f  th e  
A buia National Hospital and 
recom m end m easures that 
w'ould enhance its effective­
ness and m ake it a centre o f  
excellence.

The seven-m an com m it­
tee is headed  by  Professor 
Nimi Briggs. O ther members 
o f  the committee are Director- 
General o f  Bureau for Public 
Enterprises (BPE), Mrs. Irene 
N. Chigbue, ChiefMedical Of­
ficer o f  the Ministry o f  Health, 
Dr. A. E. Ike, and Director 
(PRS) o f  the M inistry o f  Jus­
tice. C hief F. B. I. Egolum.

O thers include Alhaji I. 
Bello Sali o f  the Office o f  the 
Secretary to the G overnm ent 
o f  th e  F e d e ra tio n , a c tin g  
C h ie f M edical D irec to r o f  
N ational Hospital, Dr. Z. O. 
Ajuwon and a representative

By Abdullahi M. Gulloma,
Reporter

o f  the M inistry o f  Finance.
Secretary to  the G overn­

ment o f  the Federation, C hief 
U fot Ekaette , w ho inaugu­
rated the committee on behalf 
o f  the President, said that the 
National Hospital was estab­
lished to provide qualitative 
tertiary’ healthcare delivery in 
the country, and to reverse 
the trend o f  public officers 
seeking treatm ent abroad.

He said that the federal

governm ent would make the 
hospital to be o f  intonation;' 
standard and efficient with 
sustainable management He 
therefore urged m em bers of 
the com m ittee to w ork as a 
team and abide by public ser­
vice rules.

In his remarks, the chair­
man o f  t'he committee, Profe- 
so r B riggs, sa id  tha t th e \ 
would work to the best oftnc 
ab ility  and ensure that the 
hospital becom es second u. 
none in the country.

...appoints M badiwe as 
chairm an of FRSC board

re s id e n t O lu se g u n  replaced \lh a ji Adamu Mamu

P  O b a sa n jo  h as  ap 
proved  the appoin t­

m ent o f  A m bassador G reg 
M badiwe as the chairm an o f  
th e  b o a rd  o f  th e  F ed era l 
R oad S afe ty  C om m ission  
(FRSC).

A m b assad o r M bad iw e

Waziri, who is now the execu 
tive secretary o f  the Petro 
leum Technology D evelop 
menf Fund (PTDF).

T h e  new  F R SC  boar.: 
chairman had served as the 
Am bassador o f  Nigeria to the 
Republic o f  Congo.

WASU opposes third term bid
nmhition ” M r Onieh said

The West African Stu­
dents Union (WASU) 
has advised President 

Olusegun O basanjo to relin­
quish pow er in 2007.

P residen t o f  the U nion  
Mr. Daniel Onjeh who gave 
the advice in a statem ent re­
leased in Abuja, said Presi­
dent Obasanjo should em u­
late President Thabo M beki 
o f  S ou th  A frica , w ho has 
vow ed to step down after two 
terms in office.

By Henry Omunu

“ W e u rg e  P re s id e n t 
Obasanjo to thread the path 
o f  President Mbeki and make 
history by declaring that he 
w ould not cling on to power 
beyond 2007.

“Millions ofN igerians are 
eagerly  w aiting  for him  to 
make that assertion, in order 
to  douse the rising  tension 
g e n e ra te d  by  the  c o n tro ­
versy o f  his alleged third term

I

Katsina fights 
bush burning

n an effort to check the 
cases o f  f ire  ou tb reaks 
.occasioned by bush burn­

ing and other related activi­
ties particularly in the rural 
areas, the Katsina state gov­
ernm ent has set up  a preven­
tion committee to tour al 1 com­
m unities and local govern­
m ent to enlighten people on 
the use o f  fire appliances in 
the state.

The com mittee headed by 
the state Com missioner o f  In­
formation, Culture and Home 
A ffa irs ,  A lh . A b d u  H ard  
M a sh i, f i r s t  v is i te d  
Batagarawa local government 
w h ere  it h e ld  a p u b lic  
sensitisation forum  on pre­
ventive m easures and solu­
tions to fire outbreaks.

The com m issioner repre­
sented by the Director, Hom e 
Affairs o f  the ministry, Alh. 
Salisu Waziri, urged people in 
the area to be cautious while 
using fire and electric appli­
ances, and challenged local 
governm ents to form sim ilar

From Lawal Ibrahim,
Katsina

should have representatives 
from the district head offices, 
Local Government Education 
and Social Services Depart­
m ents as well as representa­
tives from the community and 
religious leaders.

T h e  loca l g o v e rn m e n t 
chairman o f  Batagarawa, Alh. 
T u k u r I liy a su  S h ag am b a , 
com m ended the foresight o f  
the state governm ent in es­
ta b lish in g  the  co m m ittee , 
w hile pointing out the dan­
gers o f  bush burning to soil 
fertility, urged people to stop 
further act.

am bition,” Mr. Onjeh said
M oreover, the  sub -re  

g io n a l s tu d e n ts  body  im 
p lo re d  p ro p o n e n ts  o f  
O basanjo’s third term  to re­
frain from  attem pting a fur­
ther rape o f  the nation’s blos­
som ing democracy.

Mr. O n jeh  sa id  ra th e r 
than hiding under the cover 
o f  constitutional am endment 
to  p e rp e tra te  th e ir  se lfish  
plans, political office-holders 
should concentrate on brinii 
ing dem ocracy dividends to 
Nigerians.

“All those who are urg­
ing Obasanjo to stay-on af­
ter 2007 in order to concretise 
his economic policies are dis­
p lay ing  the dep th  o f  their 
ideological bankruptcy

“WASU does not dispute 
the fact that O basanjo’s poli­
cies have been ausp icious 
for the nation, but the claim 
that only he can sustain and 
stabilise these economic poli­
cies are either very myopic 
or highly treacherous.

“ F in a lly , w e  u rg tf 
O basanjo not to  be deceived 
by the adulation singers, as 
they have always existed in 
ev e ry  su c ce ss iv e  g o v e rn ­
ment. He has done a lot to 
redeem  the nation’s dented 
image. His greatest sacrifice 
to  the nation is to ensure a 
sm ooth civ ilian  to  civilian 
transition com e 2007,” the 
WASU added.

MISSING PASSPORT
I, MR TONI ELIAS ZAKHEN, Lebanese. National declare that 
1 have lost my passport which number is 1980804 issued in 
Beyrouth on 15th Sept., 2001 in the city o f  Dedde Kaura. 1 would 
be very grateful to any one who find this passport to call me on 
my phone No. 08057987735 of to hand it to my home addre" d  
o Mr. Chikhani George Zakhem Construction Nig. Ltd.
Maje Dikko Road, Suleja. P.O. box 1060 or to the Embassy ot j 
Lebanon on the following address Embassy o f Lebanon, Plot |j 

iaitama-Abuja.
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Group raises alarm over 
plot to kidnap Dariye

A  group , the P lateau  
P a tr io t,  h a s  ra ise d  
alarm over an alleged 

p lo t to  a b d u c t G o v e rn o r  
Jo sh u a  D ariy e  o f  P la teau  
State by the Econom ic and 
F inancia l C rim es C o m m i­
ssion.

Addressing journalists in 
Jos, the Plateau Patriots, in a 
statem ent signed by Mr. Dan 
Tenshak, added that the alle­
ged plans also included the 
imposition o f ‘a strange arran­
gem ent on the people o f  the 
sta te’.

Mr. Tenshak, w ho reca­
lled that the EFCC principal 
counsel, Mr. Rotim i Jacob,

From RakivaA. 
Muhammad, Correspondent 

(Jos)
» 14  _____

had in a report at the weekend 
in one o f  the national dailies, 
commented that EFCC would 
nail D ariye this week, said 
though they w ere no stran­
gers to such threats, but what 
‘we find strange is their desp­
eration and the rumours that 
plans have been concluded to 
kidnap G overnor Dariye this 
m onth’.

H e said  the g roup  w as 
c o n s tra in e d  to  ra is in g  the 
alarm  because certain  ugly 
events in the state started as

Sharia council wants Danish 
cartoonist dead
r - p u i e

I  Sh
A  (si

Supreme Council for 
S h a r ia  in  N ig e r ia  
(SCSN ) has said it is 

committed to the execution o f  
the D anish  ca rtoon ist w ho 
blasphemed Prophet M oham­
m ad (SAW ) w henever it lays 
its hand on him.

The SCSN president, Dr. 
Ibrahim  D atti A hm ed, told 
newsm en in Kaduna after a 
m eeting o f  M uslim  organiza­
tions under the auspices o f  
the SCSN at the A l-M adinah 
Hotel, Kaduna to deliberate 
and take a position on topical 
issues that, ‘the punishm ent 
for blasphem ing the prophets 
is death and we are committed 
to executing the cartoonist’.

“There are no two ways 
abou t it. The on ly  pun ish ­
m en t is dea th , even  i f  the 
culprit is «rMuslim. All these

I r \r* m n n cfro tin n c  ar'rrxcc

M uslim countries are beca­
use we have not been able to

' 1......... - 1___ ___ .. i_:_99
i i t x y  u u i  tiauuo u n  m m .

Dr. D atti h o w ever said 
_j_that SCSN was not in support 

public dem onstration for 
-Ffear th a t ‘hoofHlttfis ?ouId  

take over such a public show 
o f  anger for their ow n ends’.

The SCSN how ever cal­
led on the federal government 
to recall Nigeria’s ambassador 
to Denmark and lodge a formal 
diplom atic com plaint expres­
sing anger o f  N igerian M usl­
ims.

It also called on M uslims 
to w age econom ic w ar aga­
inst Denm ark and N orw ay to 
pro test the in sensitiv ity  o f  
their governments.

The SCSN also described 
the alleged third term  bid as 
‘undem ocratic and unconstit­
u tional’, and cautioned em irs 
and ch iefs in the N orth  to 
resist attem pts to use them  to 
ach iev e  th is  d as ta rd ly  act 
through financial inducement 
fo r they  s tood  the  r isk  o f  
being discredited.

The SCSN  also  conde­
m ned attem pts by the federal 
governm ent to legalise abor­
tion and attem pts to abolish 
the institution o f  Hisbah in 
Kano State as well as the Child 
Rights A ct and the law seek­
ing the abolition o f  Hudud, 
describ ing them  as antithe­
tical to the teachings o f  Isjarri.

From Sani Babadoko,
Bureau Chief (Kaduna)

s ta n d a rd  b y  th e  W est in  
respect o f  the m assive victory 
by Ham as in Palestine, and 
called for negotiations rather 
than the arm -tw isting tactics 
to compel Hamas to recognize 
the state o f  Israel.

SCSN called on all M us­
lims not to be left out in the 
forthcom ing national popul­
ation census, urging them to 
be s te a d fa s t  an d  a le r t  to  
expose all efforts to manip­
ulate the census results.

m ere rumours and were even­
tually attem pted.

“ It w as ru m o u re d  th a t 
som e governm ent o ffic ia ls 
would be physically attacked, 
it happened; it w as rumoured 
that certain officials w ill be 
arrested  and detained, it is 
happening. It was rum oured 
tha t som e m em bers o f  the 
House o f  A ssem bly will be 
arrested and forced to sign for 
the governor’s impeachment, 
it w as a ttem pted ..

The Plateau Patriot said 
th o u g h  E F C C  had  b ee n  
saddled with the noble task 
o f  fighting corruption, “but it 
must refrain from becoming a 
w illing  hunting  dog in the 
nation’s political m ines filed. 
It must redress obvious lap­
ses in its operations that have 
depicted it as selective in its 
tasks.”

The group called for the 
release o f  those from the state 
w ho are still being detained 
by the EFCC, noting that they 
w ere only called for questio­
ning and had since been un­
der detention without charg­
ing to court.

A b o u t th ir te e n  s ta te ’s 
officials are still been deta­
ined, including com m issio­
ners for information, finance, 
local government and chiefta­
incy affairs.

Members House o f  Representatives, Hon. Dahiru Boruma (left) and Hon. Babagana Tijani 
Bankki, during the ANPP NEC meeting in Abuja ...recently. Pix: Felix Onigbinde

Traditional leaders seek 
constitutional role

TIhe chairman o f  the Imo 
State Council o f  Chi­
efs, Dr. Cletus Ilomu- 

anya, has advocated  fo r a 
constitutional role to traditi­
onal rulers in the country.

Dr. Cletus Ilomuanya, who 
w as in S oko to  to  condo le  
Sultan M uhammadu M accido 
over the death o f  his two w i­
ves, said that he was strongly 
in support o f  any co n stit-

From Sadeeq Aliy u, Senior 
Reporter (Sokoto)

u tio n a l a m e n d m e n t th a t 
would give roles to the traditi­
onal institution.

He contended that if  tra­
ditional rulers have specific 
roles in the constitution, the 
peace and unity o f  this coun­
try  w ould  be streng thened  
more.

.. .Nigerian Muslims want publishers prosecuted
M ore than one hund­

red thousand M us­
lims under the umbr­

ella o f  Islam ic M ovement o f  
N igeria (IM N) have called on 
the international com munity 
to  pressurize the governm ­
ents o f  Denmark anu Norway
to  a rrp Q t anH  n r r w p r n tp  thf*

perpetrators oi the blasnhe- 
mous publication on Prophet 
M uham m ad (PBUH ) in the 
in te re s t  o f  in te rn a tio n a l 
peace.

The leader o f  the m ove­
ment in Kano, M aiam M ahm­
ud Turi, m ade the call while 
addressing the Muslim comm­
u n ity  w ho  em barked  on a 
peaceful dem onstration over 
the cartoon.

M alam Turi observed that 
the blasphem ous cartoon to 
which M uslims all over the 
globe responded with cond­
e m n a to ry  d e m o n s tra tio n s  
would warrant both the boy­
cott o f  Danish and Norwegian 
products as well as cutting o ff  
d ip lom atic  ties w ith  those 
countries.

t ie  expressed disgust that 
those behind the satanic and 
barbaric publication tried to 
convince the world that they 
were not guilty as, according 
to them , the act was ju s t a 
freedom o f  expression.

The scholar m aintained 
that all nations, irrespective 
o f  their beliefs, should interv­
ene in the issue and ensure 
that D enm ark and N orw ay 
arrest the publishers o f  the 
newspapers and handed thpn

F rom  Alivu Saleh M achika,
Correspondent (Kano)

It c o n d e m n ^ , B W U_

ting agencies.
H e th e re fo re  cau tioned  

the West to understand that
il. _ 1 !1V . f* . » f  1* • i
m e m e  wi e v u j ' iviu^iiui to to t-

ally based on belief in Allah 
ana  His m essen g en s), and 
wiil never ever tolerate or acc­
ept any act o f  defam ation ag­
ainst His person.

The protest, which began 
immediately after the Juma at 
prayer at Hagge Jum a’at M o­
sque in Kano, comprised men, 
w om en  and  c h ild ren  w ho 
m a rc h ed  th ro u g n  Ib rah im  
Taiwo road to the E m ir’s Pal­
ace, w ith many o f  the prot­
esters carrying placards and 
chanting anti-D enm ark and 
anti-Norwegian slogans.

Some o f  the inscriptions 
on the placard include: ‘War 
against Denm ark, N orw ay’, 
‘Death to D enm ark’, ‘Wrath 
o f  Allah on the perpetrators’, 
‘We do not accept the insult’, 
am ong others. Also, the sym ­
bolic flags o f  the countries 
w ere drawn on the group as 
an insult, while the effigies o f  
the leaders o f  those countries 
were also drawn on the gro­
und.

In his rem arks after the 
dem onstration, Sheikh Ibra­
him Zazzaky, the leader o f  the 
Islamic Movement in Nigeria, 
described  the evil act as a 
deliberate  provocation  and 
rejected their pretext excuse 
as baseless.

He then called on all Musl­
ims to get more united, ignore ' 

i/r r ; ■jr.: S i i n .o ' / ' j / S i 'r l , ' /

trivial differences and stand 
firmly on the actual Islamic 
cause as did Imam Hussain 
(A .S) for the pro tection  o f  
Islam and emancipation o f  the 
M uslim  invaHeH lands

On the other hand, M us­
lims also m ourned the mart-

1 r*T TT S A f t \yiuum m miaiii iluadciii j ,

the grandson o f  the Prophet 
M uham m ad (PBUH), along 
with com panions in the Karb- 
alan Desert at southern Iraq 
by Yazid led army.

S heikh  Z azzaky  added

that the tragedy has however 
revealed the fallacy o f  the de­
spotic ruler o f  any allegiance 
to the prophet(s) or eligibility 
for leadership.

He also m aintained that it 
ta u g h t th e  b e l ie v e rs  the 
greatest audacity, brevity and

fft'ntn/'l Kir

mam and his devoted follow­
ers to the real cause which 
remains an everlasting lesson 
for the dislodgment o t all opp­
ressive regim es and establis­
hm ent o f  justice on earth.

He however said the ame­
ndment should be subject to 
the w ish o f  the generalit\ o f 
the people o f  this countrv 

On the issue o f  p o w er I 
s h if t ,  th e  m o n a rc h  - n d  
though he w as not read\ to 
answer political question^, he 
h o w e v e r  c a u tio n e d  bat 
politics should not be a Jo- 
or-die affair. He added that, 
“all I can say is that Niger a is 

1 one nation; we are all one 
nation and whoever is >"Gai­
ned by G od to  lead sh< aid 
lead Nigeria.”

Dr. Ilomuanya described 
inter-state visits by traditional 
rulers as a means o f  fo stc  mg 
unity am ong all section*, o f  
the co u n try  and th e rc to re
nrcrpH his fpllnw  trnHit»< n
rulers to be paying such visits 
to cement the relationship tm-

C o m m e n tin g  on he 
current anti-corruption 'us- 
ade, Dr. Ilom uanya said he 
was in support o f  the federal 
governm en t’s fight aua in -t 
corruption.

.. .urge govt to break ties with Denmark
T he federal government 

h as  b ee n  u rg e d  to  
break diplom atic ties 

with Denmark until authorities 
in that country apologise fully 
to Muslims for the publication 
o f  offensive cartoons on the 
H oly  P ro p h e t M uham m ad 
(SAW) in one o f  the country’s 
new spapers.

The leader o f  m em bers o f  
the  Is lam ic  M o vem en t in 
N igeria  in Potiskum , Yobe 
S ta te , M a lla m  M u s ta p h a  
Lawan Nasidi, made the call 
as th o u sa n d s  o f  M u slim s 
m arched through the town at 
the w eekend to pro test the 
blasphemy.

N as id i e x p la in e d  th a t 
publishers o f  the offensive 
cartoons did not do them bec­
ause o f  their so-called free­
dom o f  expression, but only 
to malign M uslims and Islam 
deliberately, adding that even 
Ip J^jurypt; thelxecjlorp ofspe- 

•b4#  l^ t^ o jis^ e r^ jU ifJ im -

F rom Abdullahi Bego. Regional 
Editor (North East)

ited.
T he Islam ic m ovem ent 

le ad e r re c a lle d  tha t w hen 
Salman Rushdie blasphem ed 
the Prophet some years ago, 
even the Queen o f  England 
described the publication o f  
his satanic book as inappro­
priate and hurting to Muslims, 
w ondering w hy the current 
b la sp h e m y  w o u ld  n o t be 
s im ila r ly  c o n d e m n e d  by  
Europe.

“Denmark must apologise 
fully to the world Muslims for 
w hat the new spaper did. We 
urge the governm ent to break 
ties w ith D enm ark until it 
a p o lo g ise s . M e a n w h ile , 
Muslims have already broken 
o ff  economic ties with Denm­
ark by boycotting their prod­
ucts and those o f  other Euro-

rted the publipatjprj^Jynis-

lims would continue not to pa­
tronize products from  these 
countries,” he said.

Nasidi added that enerues 
o f  Islam  are on course  to 
continue to provoke M usl­
ims, but said that their treac­
h e r ie s  an d  m a c h in a tio n s  
w ou ld  u ltim ate ly  com e to 
nothing.

The p ro test dem onstra­
tion also coincided with the 
annual Ashura mourning to 
com m em orate the killing o f  
Imam Hussein, the grandson 
o f  the Prophet M uhammad, 
by  o p p o n en ts  o f  Islam  in 
Karbala.

M ustapha Nasidi descri­
bed the killing o f  the Prop­
h e t’s grandson as a tn e e d v  
on the M uslim Umma> but 
one that continues to inspire I 
M uslims all over the wi J  to 
rem a in  s te a d fa s t on a e ir i

id
tribulations.
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Alamieyeseigha 
challenges court over 
freezing of account

Governor Ahmed Mohammed Makarfi o f  Kaduna State, discussing with Dr. AdenikeA. Adeyemi left, at the one day stakeholders meeting 
on improvement ofmaternal health and reduction o f  maternal mortality and consensus building on implementation ofRotary International 

j VVF Preventive and Curative project in Kano and Kaduna States, held in Kaduna ...recently. Pix: Shehu K. Goro.

to review
minimum wage

The Kwara state govern­
ment has prom ised to 
pay the minimum wage 

o f  N 7,500 dem anded by the 
state labour leaders.

Speaking at Government 
House, Ilorin during a visit by 
the NLC leadership, G ove­
rnor B ukola Saraki com m ­
ended the NLC leaders for 
reso lv ing  to  d ialogue w ith 
governm ent, describing it as 
“the best w ay o f  resolving 
disagreem ent.”

He appealed to workers 
and th e ir  un ion  leaders to

From Abdulrazaq Adebayo,
Correspondent (Ilorin)

cooperate with governm ent 
to ensure peace and sound 
industrial harmony.

G o v ern o r S arak i e x p l­
ained that the issues raised 
by the NLC leadership would 
be looked into, including the 
p ay m en t o f  p e n s io n s  and 
gratuity, as well as paym ent 
o f  January  2006 salary  to 
teachers and local council 
workers.

Com menting on the susp-

890 UBE 
classroom projects 

uncompleted
In its quarterly newsletter, 

“UBEC-In-News, ” made 
av a ila b le  to  th e  N ew s 
Agency o f  N igeria (NAN) in 

Abuja, the U niversal Basic 
I E d u c a tio n  C o m m iss io n  
| (UBEC) disclosed that 890 o f 
| th e  c la s s ro o m  p ro je c ts  
| awarded in 2001 are yet to be 
| completed. They were part o f 
2 .9 13 c la ssro o m  p ro jec ts  

| aw arded under phases one 
| and tw o o f  its acce lera ted  
| c la s s ro o m  d e v e lo p m e n t 
p ro g ra m m e . A su rv ey  

jc o n d u c te d  by  the
I co m m iss io n  sh o w ed  th a t 
i 1,000 o f  the 2,023 classroom 
projects already com pleted 

|h a v e  b ee n  fu rn ish e d  and  
| made available to schools in 
| the country.

It will be recalled that the 
M inister o f  Edcuation, Mrs. 
Chinwe Obaji, had urged the 
UBE board when they called 
on her in August last year to 
take stock o f  all abandoned 
UBE projects in the country.

“Your b o ard ,” stressed  
the minister, “ is to take this 
as a priority and ensure the 
sp e ed y  co m p le tio n  o f  all 
abandoned projects to make 
more classrooms available to 
the schools. We cannot allow 
the present situation o f  acute 
shortage o f  classroom s*to  
continue.” .

T h e  m in is te r  had  
s tre s s e d  th e  u rg e n c y  o f  
providing pupils nationwide 
w ith  a conducive learning 
environment.

ended chairman o f  the Kwara 
State Polytechnic chapter o f  
the Academic Staff Union o f  
Polytechnics, Com rade Ade- 
fila, G overnor Saraki prom i­
sed to look into the m atter 
since the lecturer appeared to 
h av e  show n  rem o rse . H e 
promised not to interfere with 
the policies o f  the institution.

Speaking earlier, the Kw­
ara state chairm an o f  NLC, 
Com rade Em m anuel Ayeo- 
ribe, com m ended the gove­
rnor for his m agnanim ity in 
paying the January salaries 
o f  civil servants despite the 
delay  in the release o f  the 
s ta te ’s a l lo c a tio n  by the  
federal government.

He urged the governor to 
em ulate states such as Oyo, 
Osun, and Ekiti which have 
im p le m e n te d  the  N 7 ,5 0 0  
m inim um  wage. He com m ­
ended the governor for crea­
tin g  m o re  jo b s  fo r  the  
unemployed.

C om rade A yeoribe said 
that NLC is conscious o f  the 
burden w hich the governor 
inherited  from  his p redec­
essor, G overnor M ohammed 
Lawal.

He asked the governor to 
assis t the N N PC  depo t at 
A ka-O yi with a generator to 
en su re  re g u la r  su p p ly  o f  
pow er and prevent fluctu ­
ations in the pum ping o f  fuel 
p ro d u cts  from  the Ibadan 
depot.

Com rade Ayeoribe decl­
ared that G overnor Saraki’s 
impressive perform ance had 
convinced the NLC leade­
rship that the series o f  awards

he h as so fa r  re c e iv e d , 
in c lu d in g  th e  K e n n e th  
Kaunda Foundation’s award 
in South Africa, were based 
on merit.

o rm e r  g o v e rn o r  o f  
B ay e lsa  s ta te , C h ie f  
D ie p re y e  A la m ie y ­

eseigha, has challenged the 
dec is io n  o f  Ju s tice  T ijan i 
A bubakar on Decem ber 23, 
2005 in a federal high court in 
Lagos to grant the ex-parte 
ord er sought by EFC C  to 
freeze the accounts o f  three ■ 
o f  his com panies, Solomon 
and Peters Limited, Santolina 
Investm ent Corporation, and 
Pesal N igeria Limited. EFCC 
alleged that the three com p­
anies w ere used to launder 
public funds.

But in a motion on notice 
filed by  his counsel, M ike 
O z e k h o m e , th e  fo rm e r  
governor prayed the court to 
discharge the order pursuant 
to an ex-parte  app lica tion  
made by the chairm an o f  the 
E co n o m ic  and  F in a n c ia l 
Crime Commission (EFCC).

A c c o rd in g  to  th e  11 
p a ra g ra p h  a f f id a v i t  in 
support o f  the m otion, the 
g o v e rn o r  a rg u ed  th a t the  
court lacked ju risd ic tion  to 
entertain the application and 
grant the ex-parte orders.

The ex-parte  order, he 
further contended, is a nullity 
and c o n s titu te s  a b la ta n t 
violation o f  all known rules 
o f  na tu ra l ju s tic e  and  the 
fundam en tal rig h ts  o f  the 
app lican ts as enshrined  in 
sections 36 and 44 o f  the 
constitu tion and A rticles 7 
and 14 o f  the African Charter 
on H u m an  and  P e o p le s  
Rights. He further argued that 
the ex-parte order presum ed 
th a t he w as g u ilty  o f  the  
m oney laundering offences 
even before trial.

O z e k h o m e  c o n te n d e d  
that the ex-parte application

From Mohammed Shosanva. La;

by the crim es com m ission 
was filed  before the court 
without jo in ing as parties his 
clients w hose properties and 
asse ts  w ere  to  be se ized , 
forfeited, or frozen.

He said in the affidavit 
that beside the co u rt's  ex- 
parte prder, which was based 
on  th s  E F C C ’s ex-parte  
application, EFCC has never 
filed any other application for 
interlocutory or final order

More die in C/River 
communal clashes
From Bassay Ita, Calabar

F i

;

I r e s b  h o s tilitie s  have 
erupted between Biak- 
pan and Etono II com ­

munities in Blade local gover­
nm ent area o f  C ross River 
state. rt

T he tw o  c o m m u n itie s  
h av e  d e f ie d  g o v e rn m e n t 
directives to put an end to the 
com m unal conflict or face 
severe sanctions.

Daily Trust gathered that 
com m unal violence between 
Biakpan and Etbno has clai­
med more than 70 causalities 
since hostilities began more 
than a m onth ago.

Police authorities in the 
state adm it that they find it 
difficult to contain the situa­
tion, given the difficulty o f 
the terrain. The police public 
re la tio n s  o ffic e r  in C ross 
R iv e r  s ta te , M r. T h o m as 
A dam a Okpene, confirm ed ' 
that the difficult terrain makes 
it difficult for the police to 
stop the violence.

ETF doles out N369.4 
to Danfodio varsity

T!I he E d u c a tio n  T ru s t 
F u n d  (E T F ) has 
d isb u rse d  N 3 6 0 .4  

million for the execution o f  
v a r io u s  p ro g ra m m e s  and  
p ro je c ts  a t th e  U sm an  
Danfodio University, Sokoto. 
This was recently disclosed 
by the executive secretary o f  
ETF, M allam M ustapha Jaji, 
during an inspection tour o f  
E T F  p ro je c ts  a t the  
university.

S p eak in g  to  new sm en  
after the inspection tour, the 
executive secretary said that 
he w as there to assess the 
various projects executed by 
th e  u n iv e rs i ty  w ith  ETF 
funding from 1999 to date. He 
was satisfied with the perfo­
rmance o f  the university, and 
was not at all surprised that 
the institution came tops in 
th e  re c e n t a c c re d i ta t io n  
exercise conducted  by the 
N a tio n a l U n iv e rs it ie s  
Commission (NUC).

H e c o n g ra tu la te d  the  
managem ent and board, the 
v ic e  c h a n c e llo r  an d  the  
adm in istra tive  s ta ff  o f  the 
university, pointing out that 
none o f  the projects was ever 
abandoned in spite o f  their 
high number.

While welcoming the ETF

From Abdulfatai Abdulsalami,

Correspondent (Sokoto)

secretary to the university, 
the v ice chance llo r o f  the 
Usman Danfodio University, 
P ro fe s s o r  T ijja n i B an d e , 
c o m m e n d e d  th e  c o rd ia l 
relationship existing between 
ETF and the university.

B a n d e  a s su re d  the 
executive secretary that the 
u n iv e rs i ty  w ill s tr iv e  to  
maintain its reputation as one 
o f  the best universities in the 
execution o f  ETF and other 
federal governm ent projects.

H e c a lle d  on  E TF to 
continue to reward the univ­
ersity for its performance.

E  Mi** *
» * * * «  » « ► » « » » * * * , .  *

. . . .  #  » *
Mrs. Chinwe Obaji, Minister o f  Edcuation
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Gbon Gwom Jos tasks Chiefs 
on human trafficking
in  C iw r r n  I n c  f   I

T

T he Gbon Gwom Jos, 
Dr. V ictor Pam , has 
charged cabinet chiefs 

in his kingdom to erect anti- 
L jm an trafficking roadblocks 
in their different communities 
to com bat the growing inci­
dence o f  human trafficking in 
Plateau State.

A c c o rd in g  to  a p re ss  
statem ent issued yesterday 
by the head o f  press and pub­
lic relations, Orakwue Ainze, 
the Gbon Gwom Jos gave the 
charge in his palace during 
the handing over o f  twenty 
child victims o f  human traf­
ficking from his kingdom to 
the chairperson o f  Riyom lo­
cal governm ent area.

He co n d em n ed  hum an 
traificking and charged par­
ents to  be vigilant ar)d w a ry  
o f  arty person who prom ises 
their children jobs and pros­
perity.

Dr. Pam said he had com ­
menced a cam paign tour o f  
clans and the local g o v ern ­
ment areas in his domain to 
sensitise them o f  the evil o f  
trade in persons, and warned 
that both conniving parents 
•;^nd the traffickers from his 
domain would be dealt with.

The Gbon Gwom said he 
considered human trafficking 
inimical to the developm ent 
o f  his kingdom , adding that 
he had sum m oned  all his

By Abubakar Haruna,
Reporter

chiefs and local gov ernment 
chairpersons to discuss ways 
o f  com bating it.

Also speaking, the coor­
dinator o f  the return and re­
habilitation programme o f  the 
twenty children and m em ber 
o f  the House o f  Representa­
tives from Riyom-Barkinladi 
C o n s titu e n c y , D r. G yan  
Dantong, said he had placed 
his constituency on high alert 
by erecting  m echanism s to 
police the children and watch 
over them permanently.

Gyan Dantong added that 
he would adopt the no-child- 
left-behind policy by distrib­
uting books to schools in his 
constituency to help indigent 
parents. ( IJT O Q g ; j ( j  _ l(

He c a lle d 'o n  parents to 
k ey  in to  th e  fed e ra l 
government’s Universal Basic 
Education Scheme, which en­
sures children’s educational 
rights as the best alternative 
to dom estic labour.

R eceiv ing  the ch ildren , 
the chairperson o f  Riyom lo­
cal governm ent area, M rs. 
M ary D ang, said the local 
g o v e rn m e n t c o u n c il had 
passed the Child Rights Bill 
to  ensure the safe ty  o f  the 
children from traffickers.

Earlier, the executive sec­
retary ofNAPTIP, Mrs. Carol

N d a g u b a , to ld  the  Gbon 
Gwom that the law o f  the land 
frow ns at the paren ts who 
w ithdraw  their children from 
schools to be distributed to 
homes for child labour activi­
ties, adding that the agency 
w o u ld  p ro se c u te  p a re n ts  
who indulge in such acts.

Ihe Benue State govern 
ment and public w ork 
ers in the state are at 

daggers’ draw n because o f  
the delay in the paym ent o f  
January salaries.

The state’s chapter o f  the 
N ig e r ia  L ab o u r C o n g ress  
(N LC ) said w orkers in the 
state w ere d issatisfied  and 
wanted their salaries paid im ­
mediately.

But the state 's Com m is­
s io n e r  fo r  F in a n c e , Dr.

Tension as Benue is 
yet to pay salaries

B y Hir J o s e p h ,

Correspondent. Makurdi

Christopher Obute, in a tele­
phone interview  with Daily 
Trust, insisted that the state 
is not the only state that had 
its federal allocations w ith­
held.

Governor Abdullahi Adamu o f  Nasarawa State discussing with the Senior Special Assistant to President 
Obasanjo on Media and Publicity Mrs. Remi Oyo during his visit to the State House Abuja...recently.

Pix: Joe Oroye.

“ Benue State will get its 
January allocation alongside 
the rest o f  the states anytime 
the problem  in Abuja is re­
solved.

“ What is my concern with 
third term? All I know is that 
no state has gotten funds yet. 
not only Benue,” he said.

Also speaking on the is­
sue, the C hief Press Secretar\ 
to G overnor George Akume. 
Mr. Tyodzua Atim, distanced 
the governor from the com ­
plications that led to state's 
allocations being withheld.

“ T he p re s id e n t, being  
G od-fearing, would not de­
cide to de liberate ly  starve 
states o f  funds because o f 
the speculated third term bid 
which is private to him .” he 
added.

But the NLC, through the j 
s ta te ’s secretary, C om rade j  

Kwamande Kwamande. said 
since the problem  was na- ; 
tional, the state govem metn ] 
o ugh t to have briefed  the : 
NLC on w hy salaries were ; 
being withheld.

“W orkers are not co m ­
fortable with the silence the 
state governm ent has contin 
ued to keep while the peOpu 
a re  s u f fe r in g ,” sa id  
Kwamande.

K A D U N A  B U S I N E S S  S C H O O L
Kadtaw {§«*«»** {School Present s

STRATEGIC HUMAN I  OWNER MANAGER 
RESOURCE MANAGEMENT! (|\/||N| - WORKSHOP)

20th - 23th Feb. 2006
Humor, Resource strategy now needs ! o b * o  ksy com: an ew  of o 

co m p an d s b u » n « £ W cfeg y . If needs to address how t > i a b  

optim um  use of the {intangible A ssetipeoaie within the organization 

a n d  to ensure that they con plan tor the future with co  ifd en ce. This 

m eans line an d  HR executives must be able to work teg th er to w ould 

a n d  continuously organizational capability.

Programme objectives
* How to  align HR strategy with C orporate Strategy.

* How to  harness the pow er of cutting-edge ICT for g reater H&M

Impoct

* How to align management style with high performing ’earns

* How to use a competency based approach in formulating HR 

policy covering such arees os: •■ecruitment, assessment^ employee 

development, training need analysis, team development, career, 

developm ent, succession planning an d  pertormon: e  m anagem ent

* How to build b e ta v  vu * u perform ance

m anagement system.

Who should attend?
* Human resource professionals

* HR Planning a n d  D evelopm ent staff

* Staff with on interest in HR planning an d  developn e r t.

’ Staff wishing to  see com pany wide efficiency throu jh  people 

perform ance 

Course Fee
NSQ, 0 0 0 . 0 0 :  To cover tuition, -course m atenois, tec a i d  luncf 

during program m e hours

28th Feb.- 1st Mar 2006
The O w ner M anager (Entrepreneurship! Programme :s a  2-day 

intensive course aim ed  a t transferring requisite multifaceted 

m anagerial skills to ow rw w u n  firms. Taking the drivers seat of o  firm 

requires sufficient mofwgerxsi com petencies to ensure ih st vision, 

mission, objectives a n d  gools of th e organization are  attained.

Programme objectives
* To increase propensity tc  start an  entrepreneurial venture and

impart skills to run it successfully

* To expose different capabilities, experiences, motivation an d  

determ ination of successful entrepreneurs

Programme Outline
* Tfte entrepreneurial process and revolution

‘ Design a n d  structural issues in entrepreneurial organization

* Contact networking an d  customer relationship marketing

* Entrepreneurial finance

Who Should Attend?
" O w ner M anaged Micro, Small an d  Medium Scale Enterprises

’ Fresh Unemployed Graduofes

* Public Servants and Members of the Aimed Forces, Bankers who wont 

to star! a  retirement venture programme.

* Peoole in 8usmess who lack monagenal skills

* Practicing Entrepreneurs who want to  strengthen their entrepreneurial 

capacities

Course F e e

N i 6 ,  0 0 b .0 U  to cover tuition, cour: 

refreshments 

(Snacks oniy)

natersQk a n d  light

EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP 
PROGRAMME

6th-9th Mar 2006
Are tenders' lorger-rhon- life figures? Are the? bom or m ade? is therr 

any conflict between expedient and idealistic leodecship? is Leoaersnit a 

science o r an  art? Does just bemg a pioneer or occupy«i§ the top ch^ir 

mean leadership? O r is it just the case of winning elections? Is yo; • 

company/organization/ constituency lacing any leadership crisis?

The KBS Executive leadership Programme is based an a solid founder on

at best practice leadership concepts, tools and techniques. The

programme's focus is how to bond the human welfare needs and

leadership to enrich and improve upon the lives of the followers ond the

:eode>7 in tondem

Programme objectives

At me end of the course, nartkspanH would-

* Have acquired useful team leadership and conflict resolution skilts

* Know the methods for empowering people and helping them pe^o- 

tfieir best

* Display on improvement in the ability to recognise rind take up 

leadership rotes

* f a  a b b  to help 'earn members develop their own leadership pater-t>ai 

Program m e outline

Introduction to ieodership thinking and practice from Wound the »-e id , 

end leadership issues from within Nigeria.

"•»: concept of drafting a personal leadership development o a r

* leadership ernes in Atrica and H?e wo-y forward.

Who should Attend

Drreriors, Corporate Bonners. Group Heads, Managers, Heads ot 

Government Departments and Porastatois, Entrepreneurs and People m 

leadership position wfto desrfc to moke o  d e f e n c e  

Course Fee

Venue* Kaduna Business School 13b ONkere Street, off Inuwa Wada Road, Ungwan Rirr.i G.R.A.. Kaduna

T e l / F a x  - l o l  2 4 6 ._5 3 .5 -L J K f i & S i i f c . k e t e c U t j i i afefo u ,  . i . u g
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CRC, CNPP condole 
Beko’s family

The C iv il S o c ie ty  
C o n g re s s  has

m ourned the death o f  
the fron tline hum an rights 
activist, Dr Beko Ransome- 
Kuti, who died last Friday at 
the age o f  sixty-six after a brief 
illness.

In a press statem ent signed 
by its p residen t, C om rade 
Shehu Sani, and the secretary 
general, Malam Nasir Abba in 
Kaduna, the sad death came 
at a tim e when the nation’s 
po litica l ev o lu tio n  needed  
B e k o ’s in v a lu a b le
experiences.

“ A lth o u g h  tra in e d  as a 
m edical doctor, Beko found 
an indescribable satisfaction 
and higher calling as a human 
r ig h ts  d e fe n d e r  w here  he 
a s s id u o u s ly  s tru g g le d  to  
e s ta b l is h  h is  n am e and  
reputation as an indefatigable 
defender o f  human rights and 
the rule o f  law.

“ He also by engagem ent 
to o k  a c tiv is m  to  an 
in sp ira tio n a l h ig h lig h t for 
A fricans and for humanity, 
e a rn in g  r e c o g n it io n  and  
c o m m e n d a tio n  in  the  
p rocess.”

CRC said while alive, Dr j 
Beko contributed im m ensely 
to  the  ev o lu tio n  o f  a  true  
dem ocratic culture in Nigeria 
an d  b e y o n d , p a r t ic u la r ly  
th ro u g h  h is  p ro a c tiv e  
cam paign  ag a in st m ilita ry  
dictatorship and tyranny.

It a lso  re c a lle d  th a t D r 
B eko’s contributions towards 
the entrenchm ent o f  a virile 
and viable healthcare system 
in Nigeria rem ains indelible, 
adding that his initiation o f  
strikes and sit-ins to press 
h o m e fo r b e t te r  w o rk in g  
c o n d it io n s  fo r  m e d ic a l 
personnel and upgrading o f  
national healthcare facilities 
were legendary.

“ W h ile  so m e  p ro - 
d em o cra tic  a c tiv is ts  w ere 
losing their voices in the face 
o f  sustained military tyranny, 
p a r t ic u la r ly  d u r in g  the  
Abacha regime, he along with 
a few  b u t c o u ra g e o u s  
a c tiv is ts  re so r te d  to 
c o n fro n tin g  h ea d lo n g  the 
military dictatorship, damning 
the consequences.

“ He was also selfless and 
fearless and he was modest 
and unusually  hum ble. He 
was a real nationalist and fine 
patriot who through his life

By Sani Babadoko,
in Kaduna

engagem ent shaped the lives 
o f  many Africans.

“As a m ark o f  respect, we 
call on the federal government 
to im m ortalize this great son 
o f  A fr ic a  by n am in g  a 
m onument or an institution in 
h is  m e m o ry ,” th e  C R C  
statem ent said.

S im ila r ly , C N P P  has 
c o n d o le d  th e  im m e d ia te  
family, human rights and civil 
society organisations on the 
death o f  Dr Beko Ransome- 
Kuti.

“C N PP rem em bers w ith  
n o s ta lg ia  the  co u rag eo u s , 
articulate and visionary roles, 
th e  p a s s io n a te  c ru sa d e r  
played in the struggle to free 
N igerians from the bondage 
o f  an ti-dem ocratic reg im es 
and the  ro b u st ag en d a  he 
c h a m p io n e d  fo r  th e  
convocation o f  the Sovereign 
National Conference and the 
r e s tru c tu r in g  o f  th e  
fed e ra tio n ,” the s ta tem en t 
said.

It added that “the death o f

Dr. Beko Ransom e-Kuti, the 
la s t ic o n  o f  th e  th re e  
R ansom e-K u ti b ro th ers , a 
sh inn ing  star, ve teran  and 
se lfless ac tiv ist, is a huge 
blow to the advancem ent o f  
the social conditions, positive 
change o f  the status quo and 
e n th ro n e m e n t o f  tru e  
federalism in Nigeria.”

The party  regrets that Dr 
Ransome-Kuti died when the 
final resolution o f ‘our sordid 
dem ocratic  transition  is at 
lo w es t e b b , a b a t t le  he 
w ed g e d  d e v o te d ly ,
c o n s e q u e n t up o n  the
Unpatriotic ambition o f  forces 
o f  darkness w ho slide our 
d e m o c ra c y  in to  fa s c is t  
d ictatorship’.

“ C N P P  re c a lls  th e  la st 
m eeting w ith PRONACO in 
w h ich  D r K u ti p ro ffe re d  
ra d ic a l and  p ra g m a tic  
engagem ent strateg ies, nor 
can w e forget easily  K uti’s 
postulation that all patriotic 
and p rogressive  dem ocrats 
m ust brace up for the battle 
aga in st 3rd term , w hich  he 
predicted will be gruesom e,” 
it said.

Minister rejects request for 
review of contract rates

w ;o rks M in is te r 
Adeseye Ogunlewe 
has re jec ted  the 

request for the review o f  the 
contract rates for the dual isation 
o f  the M ile 3 Diobu - Port 
Harcourt International Airport 
road. The road has a  spur to the 
Eagle Island in Port Harcourt.

A statement issued by the

Works Minister Adeseye

Army launches savings 
scheme for soldiers abroad

The Nigerian Army has 
in troduced  a savings 
schem e for its officers 

a n d  s o ld i e r s  o n  p e a c e ­
k eep in g  o p e ra tio n s  ac ro ss  
the w orld .

C o l. A yo O la n iy a n , an 
A ssistan t D irec to r o f  A rm y 
P u b lic  R e la tio n s , sa id  in 
K a d u n a  a t th e  w e e k e n d  
th a t  th e  s c h e m e  w a s  
d e s ig n e d  to  m a k e  th e  
p e rso n n e l d e r iv e  g re a te r  
b e n e f i t s  f ro m  s u c h  
o p e ra tio n s .

In a s ta tem en t, O lan iy an  
qu o ted  the G enera l O ffice r 
C om m anding  1 D iv ision  o f  
th e  A rm y , M a jo r  G e n . 
O w ove A za n i, as  m ak in g

th is know n on b e h a lf  o f  the 
C h ie f  o f  A rm y Staff.

A z a n i  s<aid th e  A rm y  
r e c e n tly  ca m e  up  w ith  a 
c o m p u ls o r y  s a v in g s  
s c h e m e  fo r  o f f ic e r s  an d  
so ld ie rs  w ho, on ac co u n t 
o f  b e in g  o n  f o r e ig n  
o p e ra t io n s ,  e a rn e d  e x tra  
incom e.

H e e x p la in e d  th a t  th e  
schem e w ould  enab le  them  
to save m oney  and  em bark  
on long-< term  investm ents.

“ I f  y o u  use th e  m o n ey  
w ise ly , y o u  w ill fo re v e r  
rem em ber that you w ent fo r 
a p e a c e k e e p in g  o p era tio n  
w h ile  in the A rm y ,” A zani 
w as q u o ted  as say ing .

ministry in Abuja said Ogunlewe 
turned down the request while 
reviewing the 42 kilometre long 
project which was awarded to 
Messrs JolimairNigeria Limited 
in 1999.

The statement said the total 
cost o f  the project which had 
an initial completion period o f 
20 months was N 1,861bn.

T he s ta tem en t sa id  the 
minister was not happy with the 
pace o f  work even when the 
contractor had collected over 
Nlbn.

‘The minister was dismayed 
over the seeming incompetence 
and u n serio u sn ess  o f  the 
co n tra c to r,” the sta tem en t 
added.

It sa id  tha t the federal 
government had now decided 
to accede to the request o f the 
Rivers State government to take 
over the remaining 1 Okm stretch 
o f the road.

T he sta tem en t said 
Ogunlewe promised that the 
government would re-imburse 
the state government after it 
m igh t have com pleted  the 
project.

A cco rd ing  to  it, the 
companies that turned up for the 
p ro jec t rev iew  are M essrs 

i Nigercat Construction Nigeria 
Limited, which is handling the 
Sakpoba - Oghrefe (Phase I) 

i road in Delta State, and Messrs 
Goldlight Limited, handling the 

! Bida - Saachi - Nupeko road in 
j Niger State.

The statement further said 
I tha t the m in is te r adv ised  
| N igercat to prepare its final 
i accounts {far paym ent on its 

completed projects.
It said that the minister was not 

| happy with Gold Light N igeria Ltd 
for attending the review session 
without its chief engineer.

“O gun lew e said  the 
Obasanjo administration would 

| not w ant to hear any m ore ; 
j excuses for non-performance by '■ 
j contractors,” the statement said.

THE PRESIDENCY
IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE OF THE WHITE PAPER ON THE COMMISSION OF  
INQUIRY INTO THE ALIENATION OF FEDERAL GOVERNM ENT LANDED PROPERTY  
F ed era l  S e c r e ta r ia t  C o m p le x ,  P hase  1, Shehu  S h agar i  Way, C en tra l  B u s ine ss  Area,

Abuja.  Tel: 09 -6724664

FINAL NOTICE ON 2ND TRANCHE 
PAYMENT FOR IKOYI PROPERTIES

\
1. The Honourable Minister of Housing and Urban 

Development and Chairman, Implementation 

Committee on the Alienation of Federal Government 

Landed Property, Dr. Olusegun Mimiko, wishes to 

notify successful bidders and legal sitting tenants of 

the Federal Government Landed Property in Ikoyi, 

Lagos, who have paid the initial 10% bid deposit 

that the President, Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, has 

graciously approved that the deadline for the 

payment of the next 15% of the property value and 

5% transaction cost be extended by one month <i.e. 

from 24th January, 2006, to Friday, 24th February, 

2006, for those whose letters of offer were dated 

24th October, 2005.

2. In this regard, anyone who fails to pay on or before 

Friday, 24th February, 2006, shall, in accordance 

with the approved guidelines, forfeit the initial 10%
i

bid deposit to the Federal Government.
I ‘

i 1 : ' H

3. For the avoidance of doubt, there will be no further 

extension and this announcement serves as the final
I • i !

notice to all concerned, please.
i i :

j ; ]y ■;

I SIGNED:

I i B. B. AWOJIDE
• • . \ i i

I ; ! SECRETARY
« { •*

1 IMPLEMENTATION COMMITTEE
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JigawaANPP: Shehu Mustapha Babura’s 
ridiculous claims against Governor Turaki

It is obv ious that som e funny  characters have taken  over the 
-^ p u b lic ity  m ach inery  o f  the A ll N igeria  Peoples P arty  in Jigaw a 

state  and are using  it to m ake the  party  a laugh ing  stock. H ow  
else can one describe  the end less fairy  tales that the Jigaw a 
state  governor, A lhaji Sam inu  T uraki, has reg is te red  as a card- 
carry ing  m em ber o f  the  Peoples D em ocratic  Party  (PD P) in its 
last reg is tra tion  exercise?

O ne obscure Shehu M ustapha B abura  sought to pull the wool 
over our eyes w ith  a fo rged  PD P m em bersh ip  reg is te r and a 
pa id  adverto ria l pub lished  in the F eb ruary  10, 2006  ed ition  o f  
the  Daily Trust, V olum e 13 num ber 20. C learly , all the c laim s 
m ade against G overnor Ib rah im  Sam inu Turaki are false, base ­

l e s s  and conflic ts w ith  logical th ink ing . I f  Shehu M ustapha 
B abura  had  m ade such  a declara tion  in the m onth  o f  A pril, it 
w ou ld  have  been  easy  to say it w as an “A pril F o o l.”

F or the  avo idance  o f  doubt, w e w ill take a critical look  at all 
the em pty  rhetorics o f  Shehu M ustapha B abura  and his co-trav- 
ellers. F irst, the  unknow n  quantity , w ho  has n ev er a ttended  an 
A N PP m eeting , said that there is no going-back  on the so-called 
suspension  o f  G overnor Ib rah im  Sam inu Turaki from  the party  

_ * a n d  that m em bers o f  the party  w ere  h appy  that the national sec­
retaria t o f  the A N PP has constitu ted  a verification  com m ittee  to 
p robe the g o v e rn o r’s so -ca lled  an ti-party  activ ities. F o r the 
record , the  v e rifica tion  com m ittee  w as set up  to  p robe the ac ­
tiv ities o f  som e Jigaw a A N P P  m em bers w ho are c reating  bad  
blood betw een G overnor Ibrahim  Sam inu Turaki and other party 
m em bers. Indeed, w e are eagerly  w aiting  for the verifica tion  

^com m ittee to  see w hat pun ishm en t it w ou ld  m ete  out on the 
characters that are w ork ing  tire lessly  to  cause confusion  in  the 
Jigaw aA N P P .

Secondly, the forged Peoples D em ocratic  P arty  m em bersh ip  
re g is tra tio n  th a t a cc o m p a n ie d  S h eh u  M u s ta p h a  B a b u ra ’s 
adverto ria l p re tended  that one “T uraki I. S ,” a “ farm er” w as 
the p resen t J igaw a state governor. E ven a fo reigner know s that 
G overnor Ibrah im  Sam inu Turaki has been  a businessm an , an 
investo r o f  no m ean  repu te , befo re  jo in in g  politics. F or Shehu 
M ustapha B abura  to tell us that the governo r w as som e k ind  o f  
v illage farm er am ounts to standing  tru th  on its head. In fact, it 
w ou ld  be am azing  i f  nobody  cou ld  rea lize  th is cheap  lie o f  an 
“ interim  chairm an” w hose party  m em bers have never seen eye- 
to-eye.

N o sensib le  person  w ill take “T uraki I. S” as con ta ined  in 
the PD P reg ister fo r G overnor Ibrah im  Sam inu T uraki. T he ab ­
brev ia tion  “ I. S ,” w hich  w as obv iously  forged  to score cheap 
political goals cou ld  m ean a thousand  nam es. F o r instance, I. 
S. cou ld  m ean  Ism a ’ila S u leim an , Isa Sanusi, Isyaku  Sani, 
Ibrahim  Sale, Idris Salihu or Iliya Sam inu and so on and so 
forth. T here  are over one thousand  nam es that are abbrev iated  
as I. S. in th is country  and w e w onder w hat b linded  Shehu 
M ustapha B abura and his co-travellers in the G overnor Ibrahim  
Sam inu Turaki blackm ail from  ignoring this reality about N orth­
ern nam es. The nam e o f  G overnor Ibrahim  Sam inu Turaki can ­
not, by any stretch o f  the im agination, be associated  w ith that o f  

,_^a v illage farm er. H ow  are w e sure that the T uraki I.S. w as 
registered  in the PD P list by Shehu M ustapha B abura and his

:\Y

co -consp ira to rs to po rtray  G overno r Ib rah im  Sam inu Turaki in 
bad  light?

T he talk  o f  w ild  a llegations and lies by  Shehu M ustapha 
B abura w as also funny because he m istaken ly  show ed the party  
m em bers w hat his group have been  doing in the last few  m onths 
on the pages o f  new spapers. It w as indeed  m ind-bogg ling , that 
Shehu  M ustapha  B abura  and h is co -traveilers in the G overnor 
Ib rah im  Sam inu  T uraki de-cam paigners w ou ld  d iscard  an au ­
then tic  docum ent because  o f  som eth ing  as triv ial as sm all or 
capital letters, ignoring  the cen tral m essage  that all the nam es 
w ere  au thentic  and correctly  spelt.

A  second  look  at the  m em b ersh ip  reg is te r  w h ich  Shehu  
M ustapha B abura pub lished  on page 44  o f  the Daily Trust ed i­
tion, w as fo rged  to read  O ctober 4, 2005 because  a  c lear p e ­
rusal ind icates that it w as done on O ctober 1, 2005 but w as 
a ltered  to read  O ctober 4 ,2 0 0 5 . It is easy  though , to  a lter figure 
1 to look  like 4.

T his b road  day ligh t p ropaganda  w ill no t m islead  the good 
peop le  o f  J igaw a state in p a rticu la r and  m em bers o f  the A N PP 
in general. W e still m ain ta in  tha t i f  G overno r Ibrah im  Sam inu 
T uraki has decam ped  to the  PDP, the p a rty  w ou ld  have o rg a ­
n ized  a specia l cerem ony  in ho n o u r o f  a m an  tha t has w orked  
tire lessly  for the ANPP. In case Shehu M ustapha B abura and his 
cohorts do no t know, they cannot give contributions to the A N PP 
like G overnor Ib rah im  Sam inu T uraki, w ho  donated  his house 
as the venue for d rafting  the p a rty ’s constitu tion  even before  he 
knew  he w ou ld  have cause to con test in 1999.

Thirdly, it w as rather unfortunate that Shehu M ustapha Babura 
w ou ld  describe  m e, an  A N PP national officer, as “a faceless 
cand ido  o f  no fixed  add ress .” N o  ind iscip line  can be equated  
to th is k ind  o f  reck less descrip tion  o f  a na tional o fficer o f  a 
party. It is the heigh t o f  lack  o f  concern  for ou r party  for an 
“interim  chairm an” to describe a national officer the w ay Shehu 
M ustapha  B abura  did. It a lso  questions the  genu ineness o f  his 
A N PP m em bership because w e only know  M uham m adu D aguro 
as chairm an o f  the party  in the state. I am  a w ell know n m em ber 
o f  the A N PP and big tim e political associate o f  G overnor Ibrahim  
Sam inu T uraki, consequently , I need  no t to pu t m y  address.

For now , w e advise  Shehu M ustapha  B abura  and his cohorts 
in the pu ll-h im -dow n cam paign , to b ear in m ind  that the v icto ry  
o f  fa lsehood  is tem porary . W e urge ou r loyal party  m em bers to 
condem n th is new  trend  o f  d iv isive  tendencies for w hich the 
likes o f  Shehu M ustapha B abura  are ready  to be used by som e 
forces ou tside  our g rea t party, to  cause confusion . T he silence 
o f  our loyal party  m em bers is a source o f  w o rn  because  as 
M artin  L uther K ing Jnr, w ould  say, “ In the end, w e w ill rem em ­
ber not the w ords o f  our enem ies but the silence o f  our friends.” 

For th is im ag inary  A N PP  “ in terim  chairm an ,” w e say  be 
w ary  o f  the day the tru th  w ou ld  be  laid  bare, w hen you  w ill 
have cause to bury your face in sham e and  for G overnor Ibrahim 
Sam inu Turaki to have the last laugh!

I w ant to inform  you that i f  you and your group are doing  thi< 
cam paign  o f  calum ny against the governor so that \  ou can b( 
called  for nego tiation , I assure  you there  is no th ing  fo r you. W< 
are w aiting  for the next lie o r p ropaganda.

Signed;, ^  : (1 n <, ...
j i \luhiMii niaduMu rta|a ";j iff •} J j i!.
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C’wealth Games: Why we drop Oriala-AFN
The A thletics Federation 

o f  Nigeria has explained 
that the in sistence o f  

the A ustra lian  governm ent 
not to perm it Chinedu Oriala 
en try  in to  A u stra lia  is the 
reason for dropping the third 
placed 100m runner from the 
l is t  o f  a th le te s  fo r  th e  
Commonwealth Games.

O ria la  had p laced  th ird

By P atrick  Andrew ,
Asst. Head, Sports Desk

ahead o f  Deji A liu in the final 
o f  the 100m on Saturday but 
w h en  the  lis t o f  a th le te s  
invited to camp for the Games 
w as published  yesterday  it 
was observed that his name 
w as conspicuously missing.

V ice  c h a irm a n  o f  th e

federation, Elias Gora, said 
they w ere at pains dropping 
the athlete since he made the 
re q u ire d  e n try  s ta n d a rd , 
adding that the stance o f  the 
Australian governm ent could 
not be faulted since they said 
it bordered on morals

I t w as  le a rn t  th a t th e  
athlete had allegedly acted in 
a m anner that im pinged on

m o ra ls  w h en  he w as in 
Sydney, an act that was said 
to have forced the A ustralian 
governm ent to im pose a no 
entry ban on the sprinter.

The v ice chairm an said 
follow ing the posture o f  the 
h ost, the A FN  d ec id ed  to  
oblige them their request by 
dropping the ath letes from  
the final list com piled at the

end o f  the M obil T rack and 
Field Championship that was 
used to select the country’s 
banner bearers for M elbo­
urne, A ustralia next month.

T h e  A F N  T e c h n ic a l 
D irector, Sunday Bada, had 
in a release , stated  that 31 
athletes have m ade the basic 
s ta n d a rd  fo r in v ita tio n  to 
cam p ahead o f  the fiesta. It

w as, however, not indicated 
w hether there will be fur’her 
pruning down at the end o f 
the cam ping exercise that has , 
been scheduled to  begin in 
earnest.

A m ong the athletes \sas 
Vivian Chukwuem eka. who 
could not participate in the 
c h a m p io n sh ip  due to the 
refusal o f  her school to rele­
ase her. The school declined

Hockey coach dreams of medal
The N igeria team  is very 

positive about w inning 
its first Com monwealth 

Games m edal next m onth in 
M elbourne, Australia.

C h ief o f  the team that has

been in cam p for two months 
now, Charles Ukusanren said 
th e  sq u a d  is c a p a b le  o f  
w inning a medal o f  whatever 
sh a p e  fo r  th e  c o u n try  
because o f  the form  o f  the

p la y e rs  and  th e  e x p o su re  
they have acquired so far.

The coach  said  though 
N igeria is ranked 181*1 in the 
w orld, the team  is how ever 
su re  o f  w in n in g  a m edal

noting that experiences so far 
have shown that the country 
stand the chance o f  w inning 
som ething at the Games.

“ I have 20 players in the 
camp at the moment. They are

Mikel continues court battle
N ig e ria  in te rn a tio n a l 

Jo h n  M ik e l O bi is 
appealing  ag a in st a 

Norw egian court’s decision 
not to consider his contract 
dispute w ith Lyn.

H elg e  M o rten  S v arv a ,
I Obi’s lawyer, said his 18-year- 
client will appeal against a 
decision by the Oslo district 
; court that such m atters com e 
u n d e r th e  ju r is d ic t io n  o f

sports o rganizations rather 
than the judicial system.

Obi, w ho w ants to  jo in  
C h e lse a , is c la im in g  Lyn 
officials pressured him  into 
s ig n in g  a c o n tra c t  w ith  
M anchester U nited in April
2005.

M ikel and his attorneys 
claim  his contract w ith Lyn 
w as fo rg ed , ren d e rin g  all 
other agreem ents invalid.

S varva , w ho said  they  
w ould be taking the m atter to 
th e  O s lo  a p p e a ls  c o u r t,  
hopes they w ill overturn the 
d is tr ic t c o u r t’s o rd e r  th a t 
M ikel pay Lyn US$22,400 in 
legal costs.

“The ruling is wrong, in 
ou r o p in io n ,” S varva to ld  
NRK , the N orw egian state 
radio network.

“ T h e re  is a lso  the

Pillars, Gombe, 3 others
Barely five days to the ^

yet to pick forms
I arely five days to the 
.dead line  for Prem ier 
'L e a g u e  reg is tra tio n , 

Kano Pillars, Gom be United 
and  D o lp h in s  a re  the b ig  
teams which are yet to collect 
registration form s from  the 
Nigeria Football League.

T ru s ts p o r ts  s c o o p e d  
from the NFL Secretariat that 
only  five  c lubs are ye t to 

j  formally begin the process for 
i reg istra tion  fo r the season 
scheduled  to  k ick  sta rt on 
February 25.

These included the three 
m entioned  above and Pre- 
| mier League debutant, Ocean 
B oys an d  K w a ra  U n ite d  

i coached by Kadiri Ikhana.
F u rth e r  in v e s tig a tio n s

re v e a le d  th a t th o u g h  15 
clubs have collected  form s 
none has yet com pleted the 
reg is tra tion  fo rm alities  by 
re tu rn in g  the  form  to the 
se c re ta ria t fo r su b seq u en t 
verification.

M o st c lu b s  w h ich  are 
sp o n so red  by the g o v e rn ­
m e n t a re  sa id  to  h av e  
difficulties e a rn  ing out basic 
programmes relating to funds 
because the budgets o f  their 
respective states are yet to 
be signed into law.

B e s id e s , m o s t o f  the

El-Kanemi N5m 
coach resumes work
Justin Tenger, the new ly 

c o n tra c te d  T e c h n ic a l 
A d v ise r  o f  E l-K an em i 

W arriors o f  M aiduguri has 
penned a N 5m  contract w ith 
th e  N o rth e rn  o u tf i t  th u s  
e n d in g  w ee k s  o f  s p e c u l­
a tio n s  an d  c o n tra c t ta lk s  
between the two parties.

Tenger handled G om be 
U n ite d  la s t se a so n  an d  
following the exit o f  Kelechi 
E m eto le , w ho  g u id e d  the  
W arrio rs  la s t se aso n , the  
B enue bo rn  ta c tic ia n  w as 
called up as replacem ent.

“ I h a v e  f in is h e d  th e  
contract signing form alities 
and certainly I will start work 
w ith  the  te a m ,” an e la ted  
c o a ch  T e n g e r  sa id  from  
Maiduguri.

Tenger w as also forthc­
oming with details o f  his one- 
se a so n  c o n tra c t  w ith  the  
Warriors.

“I have always said it that

any club w ishing to get my 
service should be able to pay 
me no less than N5m. And this 
is exactly what I bargained for 
with El-Kanemi.

“ T h e  fa c t th a t I h av e  
signed  the con trac t papers 
m eans that I am happy with 
the details o f  the contract” , 
Tenger said.

c lu b s  are in d e b ted  to  the 
N F L , p la y e rs  an d  m a tch  
officials due to incidences o f  
assault, balance o f  sign-on 
fe e s , s a la r ie s  an d  o th e r  
entitlem ents owed to them.

The N FL had made pay­
m ent o f  all debts as the preco­
ndition for the registration for 
the next season as w ell as 
d e m o n s tra tio n  o f  by  
evidence that they have paid 
all insurance fees on the ir 
p layers and o ther re levan t 
f in a n c ia l  c o m m itm e n t 
dem anded o f  them.

T he leag u e  is fixed  to 
begin in two weeks time. The 
N FL  E xecu tive  S ecretary , 
M allam Salihu Abubakar has 
consistently  insisted on the 
kick o ff  date, stressing that 
even i f  less than the 20 team s 
in the Prem ier League m eet 
the standard requirem ent, the 
season would begin.

Enyim ba o f  A ba are the 
defending cham pions while 
R angers, D o lph ins are all 
c o n t in e n ta l  c a m p a ig n e rs  
following their successes last 
season.

u p er E ag les s tan d -in  
c a p ta in  fo r  m o st 

• m a tc h e s  o f  th e  p as t 
20T76 N ations C up, Joseph 
Yobo has stated that one o f  
th i b ig g e s t p ro b le m s the 
team  faced in Egypt was the 
ab sen ce  o f  a c re a tiv e  and 
robust central m idfielder in 
th e  m o u ld  o f  S u n d ay  
Ogorchukwu Oliseh.

Taking a look back at the 
Eagles third-place finish in 
the cham pionship, Yobo said 
i t ’s h igh  tim e the coun try

question o f  costs for Mikel. 
We w an t to  have it tested  
again.”

No date was im m ediately 
set for the new  hearing.

Obi left Norway in May 
20 0 5  b u t re tu rn e d  th re e  
months later, after FIFA ruled 
th a t h is Lyn co n trac t w as 
valid.

But a f te r  su ing  Lyn in 
Novem ber, Obi left the club 
again in Decem ber and has 
n o t p la y e d  c lu b  fo o tb a ll
since.

Yobo wants Oliseh’s replacement
found another Oliseh.

“To be honest w ith you, 
there is a wide g u lf  between 
O lise h  an d  the d e fe n s iv e  
m idfielders we have in the 
team  right now and I think it 
will be good if  the coaches 
could search for m ore talents 
good  fo r th a t ro le ,” Yobo 
stressed .

“Ayila is good in his own 
right, ju st like Sani K aita is 
com ing up too, but the coac­
hes must do m ore to cover 
the position O liseh vacated.”

all very good players who are 
capable o f  playing the best 
any w here in the w orld. We 
w ould how ever have to drop 
two o f  them later this week in 
the final p run ing  exerc ise  
b e fo re  w e b e g in  th e  la st 
p h a se  o f  th e  p re p a ra tio n  
programme.”

The coach applauded the 
Sports M inistry for granting 
them  the o p p o rtu n itie s  to 
e m b a rk  on th e  tr a in in g  
exercises in preparation for 
the  G am es in M elbou rne , 
Australia, next month.

Though he said that the 
c o m m o n w e a lth  b lo c  
dom inates in hockey in the 
world, he w as optim istic that 
N ig e r ia  w o u ld  c o m p e te  
favourably w ith the rest for 
the availab le m edal noting 
that the team now has the zest 
an d  c h a ra c te r  to  a c h ie v e  
result.

en treaties for her lea\v  o f  
absence because she is ^aid 
to  be w ritin g  h e r  e x a m i­
nations.

G ora explained that the 
federation decided to grant 
her w ild card entry in spite o f  
its earlier stance because "as 
an international athlete md 
defending cham pion e \en  if 
AFN did not invite her. the^ 
in te rn a t io n a l  fe d e ra l on 
w o u ld , so th a t  she co u ld  
defend her title. We de^ led 
to invite her so that we w uld 
not be beaten  to it b \ the 
international federatior

Others ate 100m winner. 
O lusoji F asuba, who ported 
10.13seconds w hich is he 
best tim e this year to ^eat 
Uche Emedolu, w hose 1 14
se c o n d s  w as b e t te r  t an 
O riala’s and Aliu. v. h ad 
10.33seconds. M ercy \  u 's ' 
conqueror, Gloria KemasiKxie 
won the w om en 100m ir the 
tim e o f  11.33seconds, w mle 
N ku had 11.40 seconds :nd 
E n d u ra n c e  O jo k o lo  
11.57seconds.

Vivian Chukwuemeka received a wild card entry’ into Nigc 
contingent.

mmonw
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LEGAL PRACTITIONERS ACT, CAP. 207 
GUIDELINES FOR CONFERMENT OF THE RANK

O F
SENIOR ADVOCATE OF NIGERIA 

COMMENCEMENT: 1 3 T H  AUGUST, 2004
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Legal Practitioners Privileges Committee 
which has been established under section 5 subsection (3) of the Legal Practitioners 
Act, Cap. 207, as amended, will henceforth and for the time being take into 
consideration the criteria listed below in its deliberations on applications received for 
the conferment of the rank of Senior Advocate o f Nigeria.

1) The basic criteria prescribed by section 5 subsection (2) of the Legal Practitioners 
Act, Cap. 207 which provides that a candidate for the conferment o f the rank of 
Senior Advocate o f Nigeria must have been qualified to practice as a Legal 
Practitioners in Nigeria for not less than ten years and has achieved distinction in the 
legal profession in such manner as the Legal Practitioners Privileges Committee 
(hereinafter referred to as “the Committee:) may from time to time determine.

2) Any application for the conferment o f the rank o f Senior Advocate o f Nigeria 
shall contain the following information:^

i) Particulars o f at least six contested cases ill which the applicant 
had appeared before the. Supreme Court of Nigeria within the 
immediate three years preceding the date of the application; or

ii) Particulars of at least two contested cases in the Supreme Court of 
Nigeria and at least four contested cases in the Court o f Appeal in 
all o f which the applicant has appeared within the immediate three 
years preceding the date o f the application; or

iii) Particulars o f at least one contested case in the Supreme Court of 
Nigeria and at least four contested cases in the Court o f Appeal 
and at least six contested cases in any High Court or High Courts 
of the Federation or States or Federal Capital Territory in all of 
which the applicant has appeared within the immediate three years 
preceding the date of the application, before the Supreme Court of 
Nigeria, the Court of Appeal and the High Court or High Courts 
respectively.

iv) (1) In exceptional circumstances the rank of Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria may be conferred on academic members o f the legal 
profession if any such applicant has distinguished himself or herself 
by making substantial contributions in the field of law and 
jurisprudence through teaching and or published works which are 
constant source of reference by legal practitioners, Judges, Law 
teachers and Law students.

(2) Particulars of works published and copies of such publication must
be supplied to the Committee at the time of submitting the application 
for the conferment o f the rank.

3) Notwithstanding the conditions under paragraph 2 above a holder of the erstwhile 
title o f Queen’s Counsel is entitled to apply for the rank o f Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria and such application will be favourably considered by the Committee and 
the rank will accordingly be conferred.

4) (1) Only partners in Chambers who individually satisfy the criteria for the
conferment o f the rank of Senior Advocate are eligible for the conferment
o f the rank.

(2) Associates and salaried junior legal practitioners in such chambers are
not eligible for the conferment o f the rank.

5) In respect of all applications, other than those by academic members of the legal 
profession as stated in paragraph 3 above, the following' evidence shall in addition to 
other requirements be furnished to the Committee.

(1) Good Chambers with adequately equipped 1 ibrary; and

(2) At least two junior legal practitioners together with salaried clerical 
staff employed in the Chambers.

6) The following qualities are essential for the conferment o f the rank o f Senior 
Advocate o f Nigeria on candidates that apply for the rank.

(3) Good character and reputation, honesty, integrity, sound knowledge 
of law and ability.

(4) Successful practice at the Bar, satisfactory presentation o f ca^cs 
in Courts and generally high standard in the legal profession.

(5) Loyalty to the Legal profession and observance of the Code o : 
Conduct and Etiquette at the Bar.

7) In determining the qualities and suitability of applicants for the conferment ot the 
rank of Senior Advocate of Nigeria, the Committee may corisult with the:

1. Justices of the Supreme Court of Nigeria
2. Justice of the Court o f Appeal; and
3. Chief Judge of any State or High Court who will in turn consult 

v ith the Judges of the Judicial Division or Divisions of the H igh 
Court or High Courts where the applicants are practicing or li d
practiced.

8) Any applican i m ilk- conferment of the, rank of Senior Advocate of Nigeria u ith 
any of the folio I . disposition shall be considered unsuitable and disqualified and 
willnotbeconi ned w ith the rank.

(1) Bad behaviour whether in or out of Court; for example show mg 
naked temper and propensity to assault people or cause them harm

(2) Indulgence in drug abuse or alcoholic addiction,

(3) Showing of evidence of gross moral depravity or other socially 
unacceptable behaviour.

(4) ln\ olvement in abuse of legal trust such as embezzlement and 
mismanagement of client’s funds.

(5' Indulgence in advertisement, such as blatant, common and self-
seeking praises or songs by musicians or records or tapes which 
are deliberately sponsored by the applicant and are openly p i\ ed 
in public or over electronic-media.

((■) Resorting to touting for briefs or cases or engaging in any form of
canvassing.

9) The number of applicants for the conferment o f the rank o f Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria in any given year shall not exceed fifteen.

10) All applications for the conferment o f the rank o f Senior Advocate of N lgeria 
must be submitted in a prescribed form to be obtained from and returned not later 
than 3 1 st March of the year o f application to the Chief Registrar o f the Supreme 
Court of Nigeria.

Made by the Legal Practitioners Privileges Committee, 

At Abuja, this 13th day of August, 2004. 

MUHAMMADU LAWALUWAIS, GCON, 
CHIEF JUSTICE OF NIGERIA.

The Legal Practitioners and Privileges Committee has set up a Sub<-Committee to 
review the above existing guidelines for the appointment o f Senior Ad\ ocate of 
Nigeria, S.A.N. In view of the foregoing therefore, memorandum are hereb\ n\ ited 
from the General Public particularly members of the Legal Profession to submit a 
written memorandum to the Sub-Committee on Review of the guidelines on or before 
the 27|! February, 2006. The memorandum must be in A4 papers and should NOT 
be more than five (5) pages.

•
The memorandum be addressed to:<
The Secretary,
Legal Practitioners Privileges Committee, 
c/o Chief Registrar’s Office,
Supreme Court of Nigeria,
Abuja.

SIGNED: 
DANLAMI Z. SENCHI, ESQ.,

SECRETARY,
LEGAL PRACTITIONERS PRIVILEGES COMMIT! EK
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S p orts
Inzaghi still hoping for World Cup call-up
A C M ilan  s tr ik e r  

F ilip p o  In z a g h i 
sa id  he s ti ll had 

hopes o f  securing a place in 
I ta ly ’s W orld  C up squad  
after he scored a hat-trick in 
a 4-1 win over Reggina at the 
weekend.

T h e  3 2 -y e a r-o ld  h as 
sc o re d  21 g o a ls  in  48 
in te rnational appearances 
b u t w on  h is  la s t cap  in 
O c to b e r  20 0 3  w h en  he 
scored tw o a 4-0 £ u ro  2004 
qualifier against Azerbaijan.

S ince then a series o f  
knee and ankle injuries have 
disrupted his career and he 
has not been involved in the 
national team under current 
coach M arcello Lippi, who 
took over in August 2004.

“ T h e  M ilan  s h ir t  is 
a lre a d y  m in e . N ow  I ’m

d re a m in g  a b o u t a n o th e r  
one,” Inzaghi was quoted as 
saying in La G azzetta dello 
Sport on Monday.

“ I ’m rea lly  h o p in g  it 
h a p p e n s  - e s p e c ia lly  as 
Lippi know s me w ell and 
knows w hat I can do. But in 
Italy there are so many good 
strikers.”

Inzaghi has a chance to 
m ake another mark for his 
club  w hen M ilan  resum e 
th e ir  C h a m p io n s  L eague  
cam paign  ag a in st B ayern  
M unich on Feb. 21.

In z a g h i s c o re d  b o th  
M ilan goals in a 2-1 away 
win over Bayern in the first 
group stage o f  the 2002-03 
Champions League.

“O bviously  I ’d like to 
play against Bayern but it 
will be up to the coach to

decide,” he said.
“ A ll I h a v e  to  do  is 

keeping playing the way I am

now. If  I think back six months 
(to when I was injured), no- 
one believed I could com e

back.
“There w ere tim es when 

even I d idn’t think I ’d been a

g o o d  fo o tb a l le r  ag a in  
Instead, here I am - it seems 
like a fairytale.” „

Del Piero eyes 
triple trophy haul
J u v e n tu s  ' s tr ik e r  

A lessandro Del Piero 
has set his sights on a 

treble o f  Serie A, Champions 
League and World Cup titles 
after scoring the w inner in a 
2-1 victory over Inter Milan 
at the weekend.

The 31 -y ea r-o ld  Italy  
international curled in a free 
kick in the 85th-minute o f  the 
game at the San Siro stadium 
to give his side 66 points 
from 25 matches, 12 points 
m o re  th an  th e ir  n e a re s t 
challengers, AC M ilan and 
Inter.

“They are all achievable 
objectives,” he was quoted 
as say ing  in La G azzetta  
dello Sport on Monday.

“I ’m really delighted at 
how I ’ve been playing in the 
autum n o f  my career —  as 
someone defined it.”

D el P iero  sp e n t long  
periods on the bench during 
the early part o f  the season 
as Juve coach Fabio Capello 
fielded a strike pairing o f  
David Trezeguet and Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic.

Gradually, however, he 
has re c la im e d  a re g u la r  
starting place. Last month 
he b ec am e  J u v e ’s m o st 
prolific striker o f  all time, 
su rp a s s in g  G ia m p ie ro

B o n ip e rti’s rec o rd  o f  182 
goals.

T he goal ag a in s t In te r 
took his tally to 190.

Sunday’s m atch was the 
third occasion in four weeks 
tha t D el P iero  had proved  
decisive following goals in 1 - 
0 victories against U dinese 
and Reggina.

W ith 13 m atches left to 
play, the chances o f  either 
Inter or Milan prising the title 
away from  Juve are growing 
increasingly remote.

“ I don’t know if  the goal 
against Inter w as the one that 
will decide the title. We have 
still got quite a few matches 
ahead o f  us,” Del Piero said.

“But without doubt it is a 
great advantage. From  now 
on all w e ’ve got to  do the 
thing we do best: keep our 
foot on the pedal” .

AC  M ilan’s Filippo Inzaghi, right, and Reggina’s Giandomenico Mesto tussle fo r  the ball during their Italian Serie A match ml the 
Granillo Stadium in Reggio Calabria in Italy on Sunday. Inzaghi, who scored a hattrick in M ilan's 4-1 victory, is still hoping o f  
securing a place in Ita ly’s World Cup squad.

Villa pities Barca keeper after howler gifts Valencia win
ralencia striker David 

Villa had w ords o f  
sup p o rt fo r V ictor 

Valdes afte r the B arcelona 
g o a lk e e p e r  c o m m itte d  a 
h o w le r  to  g if t  V a le n c ia  
victory in the ir top-of-the- 
table clash on Sunday.

Under no pressure Valdes

carelessly underhit a pass to 
defender Carles Puyol in the 
44th minute in the M estalla, 
allow ing Villa to nip in and lob 
the only goal o f  the game.

The result saw Valencia 
narrow the gap on the leaders, 
which stood at 12 points two 
weeks ago, to six.

Roma one win awav from Serie A record
As Roma are one win 

away from equalling 
the all-time record o f  

10 Serie A victories in a row 
following th e ir ,2-0 defeat pf., 
Siena.

If  they b e a t relegation- 
threatened Empoli at home on

record held by the Juventus 
team o f  the 1931-32 season, 
the 1950-51 AC M ilan side 
and  the B o lo g n a  team  o f  
196?-6^,? . ..

H aving m ade an erratic 
start to the season, Roma lie 
fifth on 48 points from 25 

ind

occupy the final Cham pions 
League berth.

Roma needed a little luck 
to  n o tc h  th e ir  n in th  
conspculive \yin. Siena twice 
h it the p o st and  m issed  a 
first-half penalty before late 
goals by D aniele De Rossi 
and Brazilian winger Mancini

“ It is a sham e V aldes 
m ade such a m istake and in 
all honesty I feel really sorry 
for him ,” Villa told reporters 
after the game.

“He made a sim ilar error 
in the gam e between us in the 
N ou  C am p  e a r l ie r  th is  
season, but I am sure he will 
get over it because he is a 
great keeper.”

Valdes was inconsolable: 
“ It was a terrible m istake on 
m y p a r t.  I am  so le ly  
responsible for the defeat,” 
he said.

“Although there is still a 
long way to go in the league 
it is clear our advantage now 
looks a lot smaller.

W ith th ird -p laced  Real 
tic

Bilbao 2-0 away on Saturday 
the title race has turned into 
a th re e  h o rse  ra c e  a f te r  
B arca’s consecutive defeats 
to  V a len c ia  an d  A tle tic o  
Madrid.

The cham pions have 52 
p o in ts  from  23 g a m e s , 
Valencia 46 and Real 45.

V alencia boss Q u iq u e  
Sanchez Flores said: “The 
league looks a lot better than 
it did two weeks ago which 
is good for us and for the 
fans.

“But it is im portant we 
k ee p  e v e ry th in g  in 
perspective as Barca are still 
leaders.-

“N ext w eek we have a 
tough  gam e aw ay to Real 
S ociedad  and m aybe then

w e’ll see if  w e can aspire to 
more than just the Champions 
League places.”

V a le n c ia  a re  now  
unbeaten in 12 outings and 
in Spain striker V illa have 
found a reliable goalscorer. 
who has netted 15 times this 
season.

But still Sanchez Floes 
w as fo rc ed  to  d e fen d  his 
te am ’s defensively  rugged 
performance.

“The Valencia side who 
won the league two ye;i'> agtf 
played in a sim ilar style .ind 
w ere  a p p la u d e d  by
everyone,” he added

"W e don ’t play this way 
all the tim e but this w.is the 
best way for us to beat a rival 
like Barcelona.” —
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S p o r t s

Ft * I

98 victory over Detroit Pistons on Sunday in theDwyane Wade was the lethal weapon as the Miami Heat finally showed they can beat the elite. He scored the game winner in a 100 - 
\NBA Eastern Conference.

Heat catch fire late to shock Pistons
kwyane Wade led the 
com eback  and then  

r th e  c e le b ra tio n , 
| skipping along the sideline 
and high-fiving jubilant fans.

The M iam i H eat finally 
I show ed they  can  bea t the 
I elite, especially  w hen they 
| have Wade as a weapon. He 
|sco red  the H e a t’s la s t 17 
points, including the game-

winner on a 16-footer with 2.3 
seconds left, and they edged 
the Detroit Pistons 100-98 on 
Sunday.

Touted before the season 
as title contenders, the Heat 
improved to 1-7 against the 
NBA’s four top teams. But 
they needed a frantic rally to 
do it.

Miami trailed 90-83 with 4

1/2 minutes left when Wade 
took over. His 17 consecutive 
p o in ts  w ere  a f ra n c h is e  
record, and he finished with 
37.

“It was a lot o f  fun,” he 
said. “It was time for me. I had 
to come through and help this 
team  w in . I pu t it on  m y 
shoulders at the end to make 
some plays.”

Wade sank his final seven 
shots and scored 28 points 
in the second half.

“Dwyane took the game 
o v er,” D etro it coach  F lip  
Saunders said. “He got a lot 
o f  shots up, and we couldn’t 
get any help over.”

Shaquille O ’Neal kept the 
Heat in the game early and 
finished with a season-high

31 points.
“It was a big win,” O ’Neal 

said. “We could have let it 
slip away, but we kept on 
fighting . N ow  w e have to 
d e v e lo p  som e ty p e  o f  
consistency.

A n ybody  can  w in  one 
gam e. We have to  do that 
night in and night out.” 

Chauncey Billups had 29

Mauresmo wins Gaz de France
ustralian Open cham ­
pion Amelie Mauresmo 

on her second cons­
ecutive title o f  2006, defea­
ting Mary Pierce 6 -1 ,7 -6  (2) 
Sunday in an all-French final 
at the Gaz de France.

T he to p -see d ed  M aur­
esm o, ranked  N o. 2, w as 
com ing o ff  a victory at the 
y ea r’s first m ajor two weeks 
ago. She also beat Pierce in 
the final o f  the WTA Tour 
C h a m p io n sh ip s  in N o v e ­
mber.

M a u re sm o  o v e rc o m e  
poor play early on to extend 
h er w in n in g  s trea k  to  11 
matches. She leads Pierce 6- 
4 in head-to-head matches.

“ S om ehow , I w on  the

right to make errors,” M aur­
esm o said. “ I t’s an extrao­
rdinary luxury. 1 now have 
more lucidity about opportu­
nities and key m om ents.”*

A t 2-1 in the tieb reak , 
Pierce felt pain in her right 
leg.

“A fter that point, I cou­
ldn’t run anym ore,” she said.

She said the injury is an 
inflamed tendon, ham pering 
her service returns. Pierce will

see her docto r M onday to 
determine if  she can play this 
week in Antwerp, Belgium.

“T he p a in  s ta rted  tw o 
days before the start o f  the 
Australian Open. I took some 
anti-inflammatory medicine,” 
she said. “But I felt the pain 
a g a in  ju s t  b e fo re  th is  
tournam ent.”

P ierce , seeded  second, 
d ic tated  the early  baseline 
exchanges with powerful for­

ehands. But she com m itted 
too many unforced errors and 
M auresm o hit clutch shots 
for three breaks in the first 
set. M auresm o broke in the 
third gam e with a lob to lead 
2-1 and won the next four 
gam es to close the set.

“I defended most o f  the 
time, trying to seize the few 
opportunities I had,” M aur­
esmo said.

Down 3-0 in the second

set, Pierce broke in the fifth 
game and held serve to make 
it 3-3. But M auresmo gained 
a mini-break in the tiebreaker 
on a smash and converted her 
first m atch point.

“I committed many errors 
at th e  b e g in n in g  o f  the  
match,” Pierce said.

“I played a bit better in 
the second set. I made fewer 
m is ta k e s  an d  th e  m a tch  
becam e tighter.”

Garcia to skip first World Golf Championship
S

| ergio Garcia will skip the 
.M a tc h  P lay
'C ham p io n sh ip  in two

w eeks, th e  fourth  stra igh t 
year that the tournam ent will 
b e  m is s in g  a to p -ra n k e d

Isinbayeva sets new indoor record

Yelena Isinbayeva got 
her 2006 season off 
to a record-breaking 

i start as she broke her world 
indoor pole vault mark.

The Russian Olympic and
world cham pion rose  the bar

!• ' . j c . f L  He J IL  L a ‘.:n7± .
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to 4.91 m in her first com peti­
tion o f  the season in Donetsk, 
to better her previous mark 
o f 4.90m.

The Russian also holds 
the outdoor record o f  5.01m 
set at last year’s World Cham-

? \ ' f  J (‘ '/ o V

pionships in Helsinki.
Isinbayeva will tune up 

for the defence o f  her World 
Indoor title at the Birmingham 
Grand Prix on 18 February.

The R ussian’s feat in the 
Ukraine was the 19th world

player.
Garcia said at the Buick 

Invitational that he might not 
play in the first World G olf 
C ham pionship o f  the year, 
citing a travel schedule that 
took him from Hawaii to Abu 
Dhabi to San Diego in the first 
four weeks o f  the season.

Clarke Jones, his agent at 
IM G , c i te d  sc h e d u lin g  
T uesday as the reason for 
Garcia not playing. He said 
the  2 6 -y e a r-o ld  S p an ia rd

mark set by the 23;year-old. ■ • w ou ld  p lay  the fo llow ing  65
 r .  r  - j  ■..••f." vS , I : ‘ ........ a...> >rVi l 5 )L ....J

week at Doral.
G arcia  is No. 6 in the 

world. Ernie Els did not go to 
La Costa for the Accenture 
M atch Play C ham pionship 
the last two years, while Vijay 
Singh missed in 2003 because 
o f  a rib injury.

The 64-man field w ill be 
determ ined M onday by the 
world ranking. W ith Garcia 
not playing, the final spot will 
go to whomever is ranked No.

points and 10 assists for the 
Pistons. They’ve lost three o f 
their past five gam es but still 
have the NBA’s best record 
at 41-9.

“The Heat m ight look at 
this as being bigger than it 
really is,”

B illups said . “ I t 's  ju s t 
another win. But they have 
struggled against team s w ith 
better records, so beating the 
team  with the No. 1 record is 
a big win for them .”

A fter W ade’s basket with 
55 seconds left m ade the 
score 98-all, Detroit missed 
twice, and the Heat regained 
possession with 25 seconds 
to go.

Wade walked the ball up 
court, letting the clock run 
down. He then darted to the 
left against Tayshaun Prince, 
pulled up and hit a jum per 

The P is to n s ’ inbounds 
play following a timeout went 
awry, and Prince launched a 
3-point try after the buzzer 
that missed. Detroit went 5- 
for-15 in the fourth quarter, 
scoring only 14 points.

“We ju s t m issed shots, 
and the young boy hit his 
shots —  that’s all,” Pistons 
fo rw ard  R asheed  W allace 
said. “ It was a good game. It 
was what the people wanted, 
and we supplied it.”

The Heat overcame an 84- 
71 deficit at the start o f  the 
fourth quarter, m aking the 
com eback their largest this 
season. M aking the win even 
sweeter: Detroit beat'M i ami 
in seven gam es a year ago n 
the  E a s te rn  C o n fe re n c e  
finals. ....
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S p orts
N igeria  is a country  

b lessed  w ith f  oot- 
b a l l  ta le n t s .  I f  
fo o tb a lle rs  w ere  c o u n ted  

am ong a coun-tries natural 
r e s o u r c e ,  w e w o u ld  no  
doubt be am ong the leading 
countries in the w orld.

| A s it is w e churn out m ore 
^ p ro fe s s io n a ls  th a n  a n y  
i o ther country  in A frica and 
| we have given a new  brand 
io f  fo o tb a ll to  th e  w o rld . 
F o o tb a ll  is  m o re  th a n  a 

| sport in N igeria , it is a way 
o f  life, and it is the one thing 
that unites us as a people.

N ig e r ia n  fo o tb a l l  h as  
e v o lv e d  o v e r  th e  y e a r s ,  
u n d o u b te d ly  th o u g h  o u r  
G o ld en  Y ears in fo o tb a ll 
cam e in the n ineties w hen 
we qualified  for the w orld  
cup for the. first tim e, won 
the O lym pic gold m edal, the 
A frican cup o fn a tio n s  and 
claim ed a ^ride o f  p lace in 
w o rld  fo o tb a l l ,  r is in g  to 
num ber 5 in the F ifa w orld  
ra n k in g s . A ll th e se  w ere  
achieved under the tu telage 
o f  the D utchm en C lem ens 
W e s te rh o r f  an d  h is  
e r s tw h ile  a s s i s ta n t  a n d  
s u c c e s s o r  B o n f re re  Jo . 
They ach ieved  these  feats 
w ith  a f in e  c ro p  o f  v e ry  
ta len ted  foo tba lle rs ; som e 
the best ever to have com e 
out o f  this country. The likes 
o f  Rashidi Yekini, G eorge 
F tn id i, D an iel A m o k ach i, 
A u s tin  O k o c h a , U c h e  

■Okechukwu and com pany  
bestrode the football scene 
like eolossuses, p lay ing  for 
some o f  the b iggest clubs in 
I urope and blazing the trail 
for N igerian foo tballers in 
Europe.

A k ey  p la y e r  a n d  a 
c o rn e rs to n e  o f  th a t  
generation o f  foo tballers is

Sunday Oliseh: A fan’s tribute
S unday  O lise h . F rom  the 
day he m ade his debut for 
th e  S u p e r  E a g le s  as  a 
teenager in the W orld Cup 
qualifying campaign in 1993, 
to the day he played w hat 
tu rn e d  o u t to  be h is  la s t 
m atch  in th e  T h ird  p la ce  
p la y o ff  at the nations cup 
at Mali 2002, Oliseh gave his 
all to  the national team . He 
rose to  the position  o f  team  
captain in a glittering 9-year 
career in the Super Eagles.

O liseh  w as arguably  the 
m ost c o n s is te n t N ig e ria n  
footballer in Europe. He left 
Julius Berger in the N igerian 
Pro League to B elgium  to 
p la y  fo r  L ie g e  w h ere  he 
s ta r t e d  h is  p r o fe s s io n a l  
career. He la ter signed for 
R eggiana, w here he m ade 
history  as the first N igerian  
to play in the Serie A.

F ro m  th e  S e r ie  A , he 
p ro ceed ed  to  the  G erm an 
B undcsliga w here he played 
for C ologne FC and becam e 
a d a r l in g  o f  th e  c i ty  o f  
C ologne. He m ade the big 
m ove to  A jax  and p layed  
som e o f  his best football at 
th e  A m s te rd a m  A re n a , 
help ing  them  to the Dutch 
double and p lay ing  in the 
C ham pions league fo r the 
first tim e. O liseh caught the 
eye an d  Ju v e n tu s  w asted  
no tim e in snapping him up 
and bringing him  back to the 
Serie A. T he m ove d id n ’t 
w ork desp ite  a b right start 
b e c a u s e  o f  S u n d a y ’s 
in juries and national team  
c o m m itm en ts . H e m oved

By Abdulmalik S. Mahdi
Football Analyst

back to  G erm any w here he 
had m any adm irers, to the 
city  o f  D ortm und th is lim e 
ro u n d . H e p la y e d  fo r  
B ochum  on loan and m oved 
back to B elgium  to be closer 
to h is fam ily  and play  for 
Genk.

O l i s e h ’s c a r e e r  in  th e  
S u p e r  e a g le s  a lw a y s  
c o n s is te n t and  he a lw ays 
gave his all in the G reen and 
W hite. H e w as a key p layer 
in all the golden m om ents o f  
N igerian  football, until his 
w as u n fo rtu n a te ly  fo rced  
out o f  the national team  by 
in e p t  an d  in c o m p e te n t  
adm inistra tors w ho told all 
sort o f  lies against him  to set 
th e  fa n s  a g a in s t  th e ir  
cap ta in . H is crim e alw ays 
s im p ly  f ig h t in g  fo r  h is  
te am ’s entitlem ents during 
the nations cup. He alw'ays 
d ro p p e d  fro m  th e  te am  
g o in g  to  th e  w o rld  cu p  
a lo n g  w ith  sev era l o f  the 
team  that w on the ticke t for 
N igeria  and stripped  o f  his 
captaincy. A ll the selectors 
subsequen tly  shunned  him 
since then.

U ntil the arrival o f  Y usuf 
A y ila  ca m e  on  b o a rd  w e 
n ev e r q u ite  rep laced  him . 
W hen o ther coun tries like 
C am eroon  are ce leb ra tin g  
the 100th cap  o f  O lise h ’s 
c o n te m p o ra r y  R ig o b e r t  
S o n g , w e h av e  no d o u b t 
b ee n  ro b b e d  o f  O l is e h ’s 
experience and presence. It

s a y s  a lo t to r  o u r  
consistency  if  a country  o f  
o u r  fo o tb a l l in g  p e d ig re e  
cannot boast o f  a player with 
a 100 caps.

O lis e h  is n o t th e  f ir s t  
f o o tb a l le r  to  b e  t r e a te d  
sh a b b ily  b y  th is  c o u n try  
a fte r  g iv ing  h is all to  the 
N ational Team. They always 
n e v e r  a te s t im o n ia l  fo r  
K eshi w ho p layed  fo r the

Siasia and Peter R ufa’i. No 
w onder p layers like Yakubu 
A iyegbeni are pu tting  the ir 
c lu b  c a re e rs  a h e ad  o f  th e  
national team. We really need 
to change our attitudes and 
sta rt h o nou ring  ou r re tired  
heroes.

F or som e o f  us w ho have 
hoped to one day see Oliseh 
again in the G reen and W hite 
o f  the Super Eagles, his recent

For me personally, his goal 
against Spain at France 98. 
h is  p e r fo rm a n c e  a g a in s t 
Maradona at USA 94 and the 
way he cried after we lost the 
fin a l o f  th e  n a tio n s  cu p  
against Cam eroon in Lagos 
will always be etched in my 
memory. I wish Oliseh all the 
b e s t  in  \ J i i s  l ife  a f te r  
retirem ent. Sunday, be rest 
assured that even if  football

Former Super Eagles captain, Sunday Oliseh, hanged his boots recently.
national team  fo r ov er 12 
y ea rs  an d  a lw a y s  ca p ta in  
for alm ost a decade. There 
w as never one for Rashidi 
Y ekini, E guavoen , F in id i,

re tirem en t at the  re la tive ly  
young age o f  31 has finally put 
paid to our faint hopes. He has 
left us with an enduring legacy 
and a lot o f  good memories.

a d m in is tra to rs  d o n ’t 
celebrate your exit, to your 
m illions o f  fans you  will 
always remain our hero.

Adieu Sunday Oliseh

Argentina use Nations Cup to assess Ivory Coast
Egypt m ay have won the 

A fr ic a n  C up  o f  
N ations - but A rgen­

tina also  cam e aw ay from  
the tou rnam en t in p ro fit.

By Tim Vickery,
(B B C  S p o rt)

T h e  S o u th  A m e r ic a n s  
h ad  th e  ch a n ce  to  ta k e  a

lo n g , h a rd  lo o k  a t Iv o ry  
C oast, the ir open ing  W orld 
C up opponents.

J u s t  a s  w e ll ,  b e c a u s e  
o therw ise  they  m igh t have 
ta k e n  so m e  b a s ic  
m isconcep tions a long  w ith 
th e m  on  th e  r o a d  to  
H am burg  on 10 June.

A r g e n t in a ’s a s s i s t a n t  
coach  H ugo Tocalli w ent to 
the d raw  last D ecem ber.

“ Ivory  C oast a ttack  a lo t 
a n d  d o n ’t  d e f e n d  v e ry  
m u c h ,” w a s  h is  in s t a n t  
v e rd ic t on h is s id e ’s f irs t 
Group C rivals. Six gam es in 
E gypt later, A rgentina have 
been  a lerted  to  th e  fact tha t 
the tru th  is very  d iffe ren t.

T he E lephan ts, as show n 
in gam e a fte r gam e, defend 
d e e p  an d  lo o k  to  a t ta c k  
qu ickly , in m oves o f  one or 
tw o  p a s s e s  th a t  se t f re e  
th e ir  dangerous strikers.

T h e  id e a l Iv o ry  C o a s t 
g o a l w as  th e  s e m i- f in a l  
w inner against N igeria; one 
lo n g , d ia g o n a l p ass  from  
deep putting  D id icr D ro^ba 

"clear o f  the en tire  opposing  
defence.

C o a ch  H e n ry  M ic h e l’s 
I v o ry  C o a s t  te a m  a re

It m eans th a t th e  10 June 
m eeting  has the po ten tia l to 
be a te rr if ic  gam e. S ty les 
m akes figh ts, as the box ing  
w riters say.

T h e  c u r r e n t  A rg e n tin a  
side do no t base th e ir  gam e 
on rap id  b reaks or on set- 
p ieces.

T h e y  lo o k  to  h a v e  as  
m u c h  p o s s e s s io n  as  
p o s s ib le ,  d ic ta t e  th e  
rh y th m  o f  th e  g am e an d  
pass th e ir  w ay th rough  the 
o p p o sitio n .

T h e y  a re  l ik e  a n  o ld -  
fash ioned  bo x er w ho w ears 
d o w n  h is  a d v e r s a r y  b y  
contro lling  the centre o f  the 
ring.

So 10 June then , m atches 
th e  p u n c h e r  a g a in s t  th e  
coun ter-puncher.

Tw elve years ago such a 
c lash  o f  sty les p roduced  a 
m asterpiece.

In USA 94, A lfio  B asile ’s 
A rg e n tin a  s id e , lik e  Jo se  
P ek erm an ’s cu rren t ou tfit, 
h a d  a s im i la r  r o m a n t ic  
approach  to the gam e. They 
w ere  aTi ad v e n tu ro u s  and 
a ttrac tiv e  passing  team .

In th e  se c o n d  ro u n d  in 
Los A ngeles they  cam e up 
itrain«t R om ania, who, w ith

the skill and sh rew dness o f  
G h e o r g h e  H a g i a n d  th e  
sp e ed  o f  I lie  D u m itre sc u , 
w ere le thal on the break .

R o m a n ia  w o n  3 -2 , 
although  it cou ld  have gone 
e ither way.

W hoever w on, it wras far 
an d  aw ay  th e  o u ts ta n d in g  
gam e o f  the tournam ent. The 
c lash  o f  s ty les  m ade fo r a 
m arve llous contest.

I f  A rgen tina  ag a in st Ivory  
C o a s t is  a n y th in g  lik e  as 
good then G erm any 2006 will 
have go t o f f  to  a w onderfu l 
start. I w ould  also  hope tha t 
th is  t im e  th e  c o u n t e r ­
a t ta c k in g  te a m  d o  n o t 
prevail.

T his w ish  is not founded  
on  a n y  S o u th  A m e r ic a n  
loyalty . Instead , it is based  
on loyalty  to  foo tball.

I n c r e a s in g ly ,  in
in te rn a tio n a l to u rn a m e n ts  
the road  m ore  trav e lled  by 
is th e  le ss  r isk y  on e  - sit 
back, take few  risks, strike 
on the  break .

I tru ly  b e l je v e  th a t  the  
gam e w il lb e  all the b e tte r  i f  
s id e s  w ith  A r g e n t in a ’s 
cu rren t approach  - w herever 
th e y  C Q in e  f ro m  - a re  
successfu l in G erm any this

June.
B y no  m e an s  h av e  all 

A rg e n tin a  s id e s  u p h e ld  
s u c h  h ig h - m in d e d
principles o f  the jo y s  o f  the 
passing  gam e bu t it is part 
o f ‘th e ir  m ix, part o f  their 
s e lf - e x p re s s io n ,  p a r t  o f  
th e ir  foo tba lling  iden tity

I w onder - and p lease  let 
m e s tress th a t I am  posine  
th e  q u e s tio n  ra th e r  than 
m a k in g  a n y  d e f in i t iv e  
s ta tem en t - i f  som e o f  the 
A frican  sides are in danger 
o f  lo s in g  th e i r  ow n  
identity .

P erhaps, trau m atised  by 
a ll th o se  a c c u s a tio n s  o f  
n a iv e ty , th e y  h av e  g one  
to o  f a r  in  th e  o th e r  
d irec tion .

M aybe they  have turned 
to  E uropean  coaches, !k» 
h a v e  b r o u g h t  th  1 
o r g a n i s a t io n  b u t h; \ e 
s t i f l e d  th e i r  s e i f -  
e x p r e s s io n ,  m a g ic  a n J J  
unpred ic tab ility .

I t w ou ld  be fantastic if 
th e re  w ere  p le n ty  o f  1
three ' o f  these  thing 
b o th  s id e s  o n  1( 
w hen A rgentina me. 
C o a s t  w ith  W orl 
p o in ts  a t stake.

fr
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E D I T O R I A L
EFCC and Plateau accounts

he tussle between the Economic and Finan­
cial Crimes Commission (EFCC) and the 
Joshua Dariye administration in Plateau State 

has taken a new twist, with the crimes commission 
freezing the state government’s accounts through 
an ex-parte order obtained from a Federal High 
Court sitting in Lagos. The court order followed 
an application from the EFCC to freeze 33 accounts 
of the Plateau State government in Diamond Bank, 
Lion Bank, Allstates Trust Bank and Union Homes. 
Expectedly, the Federal High Court’s order has 
generated varied reactions from cross sections of 
the Nigerian public. Those sympathetic to Dariye 
and the Plateau government condemn the EFCC 
action as unjust. Those who oppose this stand-point 
maintain that such a measure was necessary to elicit 
public support for the impeachment of the gover­
nor, particularly in view of the alleged lukewarm 
attitude of the state House of Assembly toward in­
vestigating the money laundering charges pre­
ferred against him (Dariye).

The EFCC, in November last year, forwarded a 
letter to the Plateau State House of Assembly, de­
tailing several charges of money laundering and 
other misdemeanours by the governor. According 
to the commission, Governor Dariye allegedly di­
verted over N6 billion public funds from the state’s 
accounts in the listed banks to his private accounts. 
Part of these allocations from the Federation Ac­
count to the state were allegedly used by the gov­
ernor through some fronts, including public ser­
vants in the state, to purchase foreign exchange 
and transferred into banks abroad, while others 
were deployed to purchase choice houses. The 
commission requested the Plateau Assembly to 
investigate the allegations and take appropriate 
action. Prior to that, a similar letter was written by 
the former attorney general of the federation to 
the lawmakers in November 2004, shortly after 
Dariye returned from his six-month expulsion at 
the end of the Emergency Rule in the state. But 
the state lawmakers did not investigate the mat­
ter.

But while this controversy rages, the pertinent 
issue borders on the constitutionality of the order 
freezing the Plateau state government’s accounts. 
Does any tier of government or its agency have 
the power to freeze the account (s) of another un­
der the subsisting federal system where each tier 
is supposed to be autonomous?

Although the Money Laundering (Prohibition) 
Act 2004 which the EFCC is empowered to en­
force has authorized it to freeze the accounts of 
individuals and/or organizations being investigated 
through a Federal High Court order, the 1999 Con­
stitution stipulates that Nigeria shall be a Federa­
tion, with three tiers of government whose powers 
are clearly defined to be independent of one an­
other. In addition, the same constitution has as­
serted its supremacy over and above any other law 
of the Federation, maintaining that any other law 
which is inconsistent with its provisions shall to 
the extent of the inconsistency, “be void”.

It is significant that the same court w hich ordered 
that the state government’s accounts be frozen, on 
Thursday (February9, 2006} vacated its earlier or­
der, thereby giving some form of relief to the ap­
parently worried civil servants in Plateau who were 
not sure of getting their wages, with the order firmly 
in instituted.

While this development is laudable, considering 
the plight of the suffering workers in the state ow­
ing to the non-payment of their salaries, the EFCC 
must be encouraged to carry out its responsibility 
of bringing to book public office-holders who have 
betrayed the trust reposed in them.

T u e s d a y  C o l u m n

Kwankwaso:
Since his debut as a writer that fascinated his readers on the 

pages of Triumph newspaper in Kano, Ujudud Mohammed 
Shariff comes across as an enthusiastic young man with a pas­

sion for criticisms. One of his most popular commentaries entitled 
He Came, He Saw and He Left, a scathing analysis of the not-too- 
eventful tenure of Colonel Ahmed Muhammad Daku’s military ad­
ministration in Kano State paid him well. The military governor that 
succeeded Colonel Daku reckoned with that tide of popularity in 
social commentary and made youthful Ujudud Commissioner of In­
formation and a member of the Kano State Executive Council. Since 
then, Ujudud Shariffhas known no other means of seeking attention 
and has chosen to ramble about those he has been remunerated to 
vilify.

Consistent with his character and the demands of his occupation, 
Ujudud took advantage of the space allotted him by Daily Trust on 
Tuesday 07/02/06 to savagely go after the Minister of Defence and 
immediate past governor o f  Kano State, Engr Rabiu Musa 
Kwankwaso.

From the language, choice of words and the tone employed, Ujudud 
SharifFs article contemptuously entitled “Kwankwaso: What manner 
of minister?” was unpretentious regarding his prejudice and ill-will 
towards Engr Kwankwaso. Ujudud did not pretend to be objective. As 
the hack that he has always been since regular employment eluded 
him, the mission was simple: Go after the target in a deadly way and 
then come for the money! This Ujudud did with ferocious zeal.

It may not be difficult to fathom why this Kano-born columnist 
has been so consistent and persistent in a long-drawn anti-Kwankwaso 
media campaign.

Firstly, Ujudud has his own personal tale. While Kwankwaso was 
governor in Kano, Ujudud, the Communications Consultant failed in 
his bid to secure a publishing contract. Not because Governor 
Kwankwaso was not disposed to patronising him but largely on 
account o f other competitive factors at ministerial level. From then 
on, as many people are quick to point out, Ujudud developed resent­
ment and later pathological dislike towards Kwankwaso.

Then came a meeting point: Alhaji Mohammed Abubakar Rimi, 
the former governor and former Communications Minister was run­
ning as a presidential aspirant before the PDP presidential primaries 
for the 2003 elections. Mohammed Ujudud Shariff of DAY BREAK 
Communications Ltd was recruited to oversee the PR unit of Rimi’s 
campaign organisation. Kwankwaso on the other hand was amongst 
the leading pro-Obasanjo campaigners for a second term. A major 
part o f Ujudud SharifTs contractual obligation to his new boss was 
to vilify President Obasanjo and Engr Kwankwaso.

And Ujudud has remained faithful to his commitment to Rimi to 
this day. Perhaps, this explains why on Tuesday January 17 2006, 
two days after the unfortunate murder of Rimi’s wife, Ujudud asked 
in his column “Who Killed Sa’adatu Rimi?” He went on, “It was a
great shock to say the least as I saw her only a few days ago Was
the murder politically-motivated? If it was, the police should be 
advised to start looking at the PDP, especially the third term proph­
ets bearing in mind the interview he (Rimi) granted the Newswatch 
magazine last week and his position as one of the opposition leaders 
that left the PDP and formed the Movement for the Restoration and 
Defence of Democracy (MRDD). At the same time, they should not 
overlook the wrangling within the Kano chapter of the PDP.”

It is amazing if the relevant police authorities read this and still did 
not consider Ujudud as someone helpful to the cause of investiga­
tion! Certainly, his ad hoc consultancy job for the EFCC does not 
confer on him any “immunity” from shedding light on this dangerous 
hypothesis.

Thirdly, what manner o f journalist is Ujudud Shariff? Bread and 
butter? Who is serving his masters to fight a common enemy? I think 
by all reasonable account, the answer is yes. And here lies the link 
with the Shekarau clique in Kano. Ujudud had in one of his previous 
entrepreneurial commentaries offered his service to the ANPP gov­
ernment in Kano at its inception. No formal publicised engagement 
came his way.

In respect of Shekarau, however, Ujudud has a sentimental reason 
of shared history both being of Babur heritage in metropolitan Kano 
as the justification for the celebration of Shekarau’s temporary as­
cendancy.

It is little wonder that Ujudud Shariff is so keen and passionate in 
his advocacy campaign for the Kano State government on the conten­
tious land in Kano in the custody of the Nigeria Airspace Management 
Agency. In case those who hired Ujudud did not brief him well, the 
previous government in Kano between 1999 and 2003 had requested 
for the land to site the then proposed Kano State University of Tech­
nology. The request was turned down with a convincing reason. The 
federal authorities had earmarked the land as the site for the proposed 
Total Radar Coverage Training School. The site was professionally 
chosen. The benefits that will accrue to Kano by the situating of this 
project far outweigh the benefit derivable from a parochial decision to 
distribute the land to cronies, thugs and henchmen!

In commenting about the controversial tussle over the ownership 
of the said land at Kofar Naisa, Ujudud has once again shown his 
disdain for truth and confirmed him as Shekarau’s errand boy by 
quoting confidential government correspondences between the Min­
ister o f Defence and the office of the president. This is in the true 
character o f Shekara’s administration to give official information to 
political touts and thugs and other detailed classified information for
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common knowledge that when the fraud involved in the acq u sition 
of the controversial land was exposed, the first person to refute the 
statement was neither the Commissioner for Land and Regional Plan­
ning or the Commissioner for Information, but a political thac who 
has become an irritant in the various radio stations with tis sb.il ow 
and unintelligent responses on varioils issues affecting government 
performance.

This Ujudud’s write-up could only be seen as another hati hod >ob 
for the Shekarau administration as its continuous crusade to deceive 
the people with falsehood and whipping sentiments aga;ns: its per­
ceived enemies.

It is a painful social contradiction that rather than ask more rel­
evant questions concerning the welfare of the Kano State e itizens, 
Ujudud Shariff is hiding under the controversial land ownersh i p tussle 
to vilify and defame the character and personality of Engr k  wan k waso.

According to experts, to convert the NAMA land into a residential 
area will completely alter the development setting of the whole area 
and add to the congestion of the city, which the Kwanku i-o-led 
administration tried hard and decongested through the construction 
of metropolitan link roads. Those familiar with this part of Kano do 
know that right from Gidan Murtala, you have on the same - dc of 
the road as the land in question the following institutions:-

1. School of Health Technology
2. SPEB now UBEB Hqtrs
3. Rumfa College
4. NEPA central distribution centre
5. Danagundi Mini Stadium adjacent to the land in question
6. The land in question
7. The Zonal Police Hqtrs
8. Some petrol filling stations
9. Headquarters of Kano State Foundation
10. Isyaka Rabiu Qur’anic College
11. College of Islamic Legal Studies
12. Kano State Polytechnic, School of Management and i entral 

Administration; and finally
13. Bayero University Kano old site.
Where does a residential layout fit in the above pattern of growth?
Ujudud likes to pontificate that he is a Kano patriot And if he 

truly wishes to be seen as one, why is he not asking question about 
what Governor Ibrahim Shekarau did with the N146 billion a loca­
tion he received for Kano State in barely two and a half > ear Com­
pare that with the admirable record o f service of the precee • g ad­
ministration which received N72 billion in four years.

In spite of his self-acclaimed love for Kano State, Ujudue S u -ifY  
is silent on the following developmental issues of interes o the 
people of Kano.

a. The abandonment of the policy of free feeding/uni fom of pri­
mary school pupils in Kano State introduced by Kwankwaso ’s admin­
istration in spite of its enormous benefit to the growth of ediK tum

b. The discontinuation o f the unique antenatal programme of the 
Kwankwaso-led administration which offered free matem;: he hcare 
for women in Kano State. It should be noted that since the atandon- 
ment of the programme by the Shekarau-led government, maa 
mortality in Kano State is reported to have exceeded the 
average.

c. The N4 billion fertiliser shoddy deal for which the full amount 
is yet to be fully recovered.

d. The senseless abandonment or failure to put to use completed 
projects such as KSIP building in Kano and Governor s Lodge at 
Asokoro, Abuja, more than three years after their completion hy the 
Kwankwaso administration.

The mental state of Ujudud Shariff and his capacitv for social 
precision has undergone an unfortunate depreciation arising t'om his 
entanglement with lowly pursuits. That explains why he has chose* 
to remain a captive of prejudice. What a tragic metamorphosis of 
what began as a promising career in journalism!

As for the Daily Trust newspaper, which prides itself with the 
motto Trust is a burden, the earlier it dispenses with the contnhu- 
tion of any jaundiced columnist in the mould of the frustrated ndud 
Shariff, the better for its credibility and long-term reader confidence, 
whose trust is truly a burden.

Ibrahim Ado Gwagwarwa was Director, Press Affairs to Engr 
Kwankwaso when he was governor o f Kano State.

COMMENT
The decision to publish this letter was made by the edit' >rs ’ ~>uil\ 

Trust, however three questions still remain unanswered
1. Did Minister Kwankwaso request the Chief o f Air Star a his 

letter AE/HMOD/75/ABJof 16 June 2005 directing the A ir h < -ct to 
request for the said land in Kano as contained in the U ttt > the 
minister Ref: NAF/526/AOO of28"' July 2005 and signed hy i.- Hce 
Marshal N. N. Dilli?

2. Did Kwankwaso write to the president requesting the smd land 
to be transferred to the Air Force (AE/HMOD/8I/ABJ o f Au&tst I 
2005)?

3. I f  the land was proposed for the so-called Total Rada’ Ctw-rage 
Training School, can’t the school be established much m an ■ o the 
airport or any part o f the state?

Finally, I ’ll swallow all the insults by the writer bearing mm.ndihat 
1 was responsible for his employment into the Kano State Wir.' tr\ of 
Information when I was the commissioner o f the ministry h, :ween 
1986and 1989. I ’m happy to note that he has come o f age but tgret- 
tably cannot trade words with him. He 11 one day meet his equ ..

- Ujudud Shariff
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