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Nigeria
Religion is gradually gaining high 

visibility in Nigeria’s new Federal 
Capital, Abuja. There are magnifi­
cent m osques and church buildings. 
But the construction of these reli­
gious houses has opened a flood­
gate of financial aids from forejgn--- 
lands. M

Letters 
On Record 
Andy Akporugo 
Special Report 
Nigeria
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Special! KeporS
Decree No 25 of 1987 was very cle 

ar on the point: No politician of th 
old breed shall be reared in the 
new political dispensation of the 
Third-Republic. But with the Third R 
public drawing near and NEC hoardi 
ng the list of banned politicians 
there seems to be unc< 
the populace of who is bam

THE activities of 
agents are fast becomii 
agony and concern to 
individuals and cf"-™ 
Recently, one sue.. .a 
discovered and...

■ BB MUST HEAR THIS! We cer-
■ tainly are no moles for the pres-
■ idency, so what can possibly be our 
business with a headline like that? It 
[really has nothing to do with tale- 
I bearing. Indeed in a sense, it carries an 
[admonition, perhaps a warning about 
la number of lapses, whose dire con- 
j sequences are no less worrisome by 
the sheer illusion that they belong to 
the far future. Abuja, Nigeria’s 
smouldering new capital has not unex­
pectedly been subject of great con­
troversy; from the economics of its 
phased-development through its con­
stitutional status as a pretender-state, 
to how best to simulate the nation’s 
diversities in its cultural landscaping.

Our indefatigable Paul Nwabuikwu 
has just returned from yet another of 
his several visits to the place and 
thought we should send a vital memor-

I andum to our readers, through the 
I President. This cover choice of his 
j. highlights more aspects of the problem 

than you probably ever realised. See 
[ how he puts it:

There is a seeming lack of concern 
I about the dangerous proximity that

exists between the Presidential com­
plex, the parade ground where the 
national day celebrations take place 
on one hand and the Hilton and the 
new national mosque on the other. 
Architects spoken to (most of whom 
opted for anonymity because they are 
staff of the Federal Capital Develop-

ment Authority (FCDA) concede that 
a mistake had been made, a potential­
ly dangerous mistake at that. The 
source of the problem, it seems, can be 
found in bureaucratic oversight. 
When the hotel space was given out, 
for example, no thought was given to 
the height if the hotel to be con- 
struett

The

icigl 
ted.

_ je mosque, on the other hand, has 
a vintage view of Abuja and while it 
may not be immediately obvious, the 
implications of having religious fun­
damentalists with a grouse against 
government so close to the seat of 
power are anybody’s guess. In fact the 
Indian experience — the Holy Temple 
at Amritsar — is a case in point..

All that is right about security. But 
we also carry a story on ‘‘some other 
features of the new federal capital that 
seem to detract from the Abuja 
drcam.”
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Your magazine glossed over the cri­
tical issue of ideology while looking at 
Nigeria’s 28 years of distortions in the
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Nigeria went wrong when we decided 
to remain ideologically vacant. No na­
tion survives without a nationally 
accepted guiding philosophy for de­
velopment.

Until we embrace one ideology — 
outright capitalism or socialism at full 
blast —Nigeria shall continue to go 
wrong.

the Mark Omosete 
idcr iiosha. Oyo State

The difference is that while Cuba stu­
died the international system and chose 
a trustworthy ally, Nigeria groped into 
the hands of wolves who have today 
refused to let go their strangulating hold 
on our economy.

Nigeria must rethink •
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Ohle-lganmu
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Where did we go wrong?
“ Where Did We Go Wrong? ” (Octo­

ber 3) was an intensive and extensive 
insight into the political problems of 
Nigeria. It unfolds that we have not 
achieved anything in our 28 years of 
nationhood.

It must be emphasised that the ignor­
ance of Nigeria’s leadership in under­
standing the dynamics of political eco­
nomy, coupled with their continual sup­
port for agents of colonialism, capital­
ism cum imperialism was where we went 
wrong. Hence, Nigeria has not and can 
not achieve socio-political and econo­
mic development with the present crude 
capitalist state structures operating 
within the exploitative international 
economy. It is only a well-defined and 
articulate socialist ideology that can 
bring genuine advancement. There is 
basically no ray of hope for Nigerians 
and Nigeria with the present quality of 
leadership existing within the interna­
tional capitalist economy.
Taofeeq Yomi Gidado. 
Ado-Ekiti. Ondo State

Wc went wrong because our govern­
ments are representatives of foreigners 
and not Nigerians whom these govern­
ments are supposed to serve. We went 
wrong because our press, the watchdog 
of society, watched nothing or where it 
watched, busied itself with issues of pet­
ty significance.

We went wr 
arc too Sl 
forc,coof 
its govei

And, 
the governr 
we remain 
stagnation.
Mike Fakeye 
Ibadan, Oyo State

Senior Proavrlon Sub-Ed-tor 
JEWELL OAF-NONE

It is a shame that, Nigeria at 28, is still 
crawling like a baby. I regard the 
celebration of every 1st October as a 
waste of money and resources.

Nigeria should not imitate the de­
veloped countries because they have ev­
ery reason to celebrate. They are eco­
nomically and industrially advanced. 
What can we boast of? After almost 
three decades of independence, we 
can’t boast of controlling our economy.
Matthew lyamu
Oshodi, Lagos State

While Cuba, in 1959, was ousting a 
dictator — Batista — Nigeria was also 
feverishly preparing to receive the seal 
of independence from a colonialist — 
Britain.

Cuba was like a brothel for the plea­
sure of businessmen from the U.S. 
while Britain saw Nigeria as a ready 
source of raw materials. Both countries 
were indeed ruinuously exploited.

But today, while Cuba under one man 
(Castro) has been able to wipe out illi­
teracy (less than 5% are illiterate in 
Cuba), provide good medical facilities 
for its citizens and even export its milit­
ary man-power to other parts of tu~ 
world within 28 years; Nigeria und 
eight leaders is yet to give its citizens 
potable drinking water, tearless educa­
tion, functioning medical care or even 

j roads.

’reast

:ally 
can
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Address Letters to ttie Editor, typewrit 
ten double-space, with writer's mime, 
address and. if available telephone num­
ber, to The African Guardian, Rutam 
House, P.M.B. 1217, Oshodi, Loros 
Nigeria. Letters subject to editing.

IjK — QN RECORD
name of development. Is it that j 
not share in the need for a n; 
ideology for overall mobilization 
people and resources of the na»

Remember: whatever failures 
corded by our governments is a rt 
tion of the cowardly input of the | 
the mouth-piece of the peopl 
nationalist press of the colonia 
succeeded in kicking out the < 
because of the sustained miss 
of the press in that era.
Ola Akmwale, 
Kano. Kano State.

»"• in a press
■ lu.rs in the United States were o ______
A -terican authorities to ensure adequate protection of the life and property of 
Nigerians living in that country.

Beyond the press statement, no official communication of the government’s 
stand seems to have gone to the American government. On Wednesday, the 
American Ambassador to Nigeria, Mr.Princeton Lymantold The African Guar­
dian that the embassy was yet to receive an official statement from the External 
Affairs Ministry on the death of the two Nigerians.

The Americans only learnt of the Nigerian government’s position on the 
matter through the press, which cannot be taken to be an official message to the 
American government, he said.

Under normal diplomatic procedures, the appropriate thing would have 
been to pass the message to the American embassy, which then makes it a 
government-to-government affair.

The Gender Question
I have been fascinated, although not 

impressed, by “The Gender Question” 
(March 7, 1988.)

The cause which you seem to espouse 
is one which has won my deep sympathy 
and which, therefore, received my prac­
tical support while I was in Nigeria.

However, the point, persistently mis­
sed is that, by-and-large, the Nigerian 
woman is really as yet to "assimilate” 
and, then, "accommodate” the mental­
ity which alone can establish, and fore­
ver guarantee, her natural equality and 
parity of esteem with the N igenan male.
Iro Eweka,
Bristol. UK

cfFHE Ministry of External Affairs seems to have adopted a new approach tc 
U inter-government communication following the shooting of two Nigerians, 

Mr Jolly Jackson and Chief Clem Nwamene in Detriot and New York respec­
tively. The ministry in a press statement, condemned the increasing rate Nige­
rians in the United States were being shot to death. The statement called on thd 
American authorities to ensure adequate protection of the life and property of 
Nigerians living in that

Beyond the|
:ms to 1

Correction
/ ■ "

-j- i

; z J
z J

On page 18 of our last edition (October 
24) Dele Giwa’s photograph was in­
advertently used in place of Rufus 
Giwa’s (photo above). The error is re­
gretted.

crpHE National Population Commission is in a financial strait-jacket though 
U officials of the commission would not readily admit it. The population

commission which shall conduct a national census between January and Septer 
ber 1991, will need about N25 million to start a programme of area demarcatic 
this year in all the 304 local governments in the country. According to 
schedule, the area demarcations will group houses in units consisting of 40( 
600 persons for easier enumeration.

Now, though a request for the N25 million went out to the Federal; 
ment mid this year, only N5 million or 20 per cent of the account h; 
provided With the delay in the approval of the total amount, the groi 
expected to be laid this year is in danger of running behind schedule z 
affect the transition to civil rule programme.

cTjaHE Nigerian Guild of Editors (NGE) began preparations last week for a 
U save-our-souls mission to Benin-City on behalf of the beleaguered Nigerian 

Observer, the Bendel State government-owned newspaper, shut down on Octo­
ber 7. The Guild’s mission is connected with plans by the Bendel State govern­
ment to terminate the services of the paper’s editors.

The State Commissioner for Information, Dr. Isaac Ikoyo-Ewcto, proffer­
ing reasons for the government action, said government was saddened by the 
degeneration in the standard of the tabloid which, over the years, had become 
an embarrassment to the government and peoples of the state. For now, 547 
employees of the newspaper had been asked to go home for the meantime 
though about 146 would have to look for jobs elsewhere.

It was learnt that Governor Tunde Ogbeha decided to close d 
Nigerian Observer following a front page lead story on September 30 
“Football Team Wants Ben Johnson.” The governor was said to have wor 
why a regional paper should be more concerned about a disgraced Cai 
sprinter when events in most rural areas of the state had not been effects 
reported.
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“Tfae logic of deterrence is 
sadly bastardised in any 
scheme that seeks to punish 
the guilty with the innocent99
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However, this “Somebody” was to 
be spared the embarrassment of 
saying it himself. It had to be Professor 
Erne Awa’s job to compound the 
scarcely flattering reputation of the 
National Electoral Commission 
(NEC) with a most doubtful defence. 
He said something like, "there is no 
need to publish any list, because all 
those affected by the ban do very well 
know themselves.”

It is a pity that Professor Awa has 
always managed to be quite so flimsy 
about the great expectations of his 
office. He was obviously ill-prepared 
for the last December Local Govern­
ment Elections. Yet he resisted all en­
treaties .... and got almost drowned in 
his own fcignings in the end. When 
there was an unnecessary rumpus re­
cently over the status of local govern­
ment chairmen vis-a-vis state author­
ities, the NEC chairman played the . 
ostrich again in double-speak, and 
lost thereby a vital score in public con­
fidence and courageous arbitration.

So that by the time Mr. President 
came around to reiterate the proper 
autonomy of the local governments by 
scrapping their estwhile supervising 
ministries, on air. Professor Awa was 
in no position to benefit from the 
spontaneous public acclaim that fol­
lowed. Poor fellow; and now it seems 
the grinning professor must teach yet 
another lesson in duplicity by perso­
nally upturning NEC’s earlier pledge 
to make available a list of the banned, 
at the appropriate time.

The national chairman of MAM- 
SER, Dr. Jerry Gana, seizing the 
opportunity to upgrade his fledgling 
outfit has promptly criticised Awa’s 
position. He believes that it is unfair to 
place a matter as crucial as electoral 
qualification outside a generally set­
tled frame of reference or to make it a 
subject for absolute determination by 
an easily assailable body like NEC. 
Did he say unfair? I think it is extreme­
ly dangerous and might well under­
mine the entire transition process.

Mercifully, the AFRC can yet re­
verse itself on the damned list and save 
its yeoman. Professor Awa, the brunt 
of an unpopular and whimsical deci­
sion he is too frightened to disown.

ter of subsidiary explanations.
Peradventure a clear list just might 

provide an opportunity to explain why 
on earth all the commissioners of the 
Murtala-Obasanjo era can be con­
strued to be without blemish - on a 
priori basis - any more than executive 
council members of other corrective 
regimes, especially Gowon’s.

I don’t happen to know that we have 
ever had an age of innocence; and in­
deed, the years, 1975 to 1979* now 
arbitrarily cxccptionated, did witness 
their abundant share of permissive­
ness. There were never so many success­
ful farmers, industrialists and bankers 
derived from any other tiny 4-year 
military period! Might not another

useful fall-out of making the names 
public, be the excuse to ask why the 
ban on top military members of the 
present administration was not ex­
tended to their civilian ministers? 
Afterall, are some of these men in 
agbada not poised to convert the 
advantages of routine visibility and 
other official privileges into a personal 
headstart or pre-emptive leverage in 
what promises to be a determined jost­
ling for the Third Republic?

Alas there is not to be a list 
because there is no list, but be 
somebody did not compre'uvm. 
enough the enormous socic’?*::____
pact of the compilation before it was 
orchestrated. A list, I understand, was 
ready as long ago as 1987. It 
didn’t look conclusive; it couldn’t 
possibly be. But more than that, it 
looked culturally lopsided, (if you 
know what I mean) not by any man­
ipulation but in faithful reflection of a 
good slice of our shameful historical 
quota reality. Like fighting shy of fate, 
it was suddenly realised that a section 
of the country naturally most affected 
would be left almost without leaders. 
So,somebody pressed his case 
forced the issue and the por 
document had to be shelved.

■ T seemed from the outset that 
H there wasn’t very much to be 
U gained from the muscle-flexing. 
Ana as the debate progressed, it be­
came clear that the greatest advocates 
of a new order were motivated by less 
than the appropriate revolutionary vi­
sion . The clamour was for a new moral 
significance; a new political direction. 
But the conceptualisation was all 
warped, cowardly and essentially self­
serving.

A blanket ban on ‘old politicians' 
and former public officers is really 
only a sanctimonious statement, 
pleasing perhaps to the mob, but hard­
ly equipped on its own, to assure a 
radically improved system.

The logic of deterrence is sadly bas­
tardised in any scheme that seeks to 
punish the guilty with the innocent on 
the most specious ground that “they 
all once served”. There is inherently, 
also, the unwittng suggestion that it is 
as much an offence to be honest as to 
be corrupt in the future service of the 
land.

Decree 25 may be seen today as a 
piece of expedient legislation, whose 
political worth lay substantively in the 
expressd intention (threat) to make 
available a comprehensive list of its 
different categories of victims. Many 
Armed Forces Ruling Council 
(AFRC) members justified the cu­
rious philosophical invention by 
asserting (on TV) that this "clean 
break” with the ‘rotten’ past was to be 
suitably codified in the form of an easi­
ly accessible national roll of dishonour 
or temporary disfavour. The need for 
such evident reference was made even 
more urgent by aspects of the decree 
which required to be clarified. There 
were also several ambiguities between 
its so-called letter and its so-called 
spirit; a confusion often created by the 
excited pronouncements of sundry 
government officials.

The cut-off point for a particul 
class in the branding, as contained 
the enabling decree, has, for examp' 
remained different by three 
from the impression conveye 
many as three of the Pre 
speeches, which, themselves, 
been further misunderstood in
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Pain in the NEC
Electoral body fights to maintain credibility
We expect the master list in due course. I am not sure when 
we would get it, but events would make that clearer soon.

— Eme Awa
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OTguite two months^after his appointment in August 

(NEC), Eme Awa was the guest of editors of the Sunday 
Times in mid October, 1987. There, it seemed to the profes­
sor of political science that whether a master-list of banned 
politicians, public office holders, and sundry indi.. 
would be available to his commission was a foregone 
elusion. What Awa could not say for sure then was.’ 
And even so, “events", in the estimation of the chai 
“would make that clearer” sooner than later.

Almost a year later, events, rather than clear up the 
issue of a master list, have raised a hail of controversies, 
which observers fear, could take up all of the time and 
energy of the commission as it plods towards 1992.

Ironically, the first salvo of wranglings was fired by 
Awa himself. On October 10, the chairman announced 
through a News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) report that, 
contrary to expectations, NEC would not publish a master­
list of the names of those banned from elective and other 
public offices under Decree 25 of 1987. NEC, Awa was 
reported as saying, would deal with cases as they arise 
because the criteria that could enable prospective candi­
dates to know if they were qualified to contest or not had 
been made known. “There is no doubt”, according to Awa, 
“that, each prospective candidate knows where he be­
longs”. To him, “those who pretend not to know and go 
ahead to contest will be called to order at the appropriate 
time”.

The potential minefield in NEC’s position are the 
words, “appropriate time”. To critics, leaving the resolu­
tion of those qualified to contest the elections to NEC’s 

Appropriate time”, is a call, not to free and fair elections, 
but to a disorderly pool. Nothing, perhaps, could have 
confounded the commission’s position more than the sca­
thing ciriticisms credited to Dr. Jerry Gana, the Director of 
MAMSER, a body that complements NEC’s efforts, in the 
words of Awa, to wean Nigerians of their perception of 

elections as being synonymous with violence, thugeerv 
and corruption”.

Gana, was quoted, ironically at the first in-house work­
shop on political education at Abeokuta, Ogun State, as 
saying that NEC’s decision not to publish a master list was 
the laying of the foundation for election rigging. The 
MAMSER director, as reported by several newspapers, 
was of the view that a majority of the people would not be 
able to know who was banned or not As such, if a popular 
contestant had his candidacy nullified only a few days to 
the election, the people might not know and this could be 
capable of disrupting the elections. In his opinion, those 
banned should be informed long before the election so that 
if they felt they had been wrongly banned, they would have 
time to take their case to the Transition to Civil Rule 
Tribunal so that the outcome of the judgement would not 
affect the results of the elections. Saying he would write a 
memo to the NEC Chairman, Gana, was purported to have 
requested the publication of the ban list, state by state.

Although the words credited to him by several news­
papers were strikingly identical in detail, Gana, by last 
week, was said to have written to the government to deny 
that he ever made those statements, although the denial 
was yet to be published by the news media at the time The 
African Guardian went to press.

Whether he had denied or not, the purported state­
ments of Jerry Gana provided the anchor for the Nigerian 
Tribune and The Democrat to editorialize on October 19. 
Believing that there were grey areas in the categorisation of 
those banned, the Tribune admonished that “those mar­
ginal cases were better sorted by publication of a compre­
hensive list of those affected by the ban than be left till 
election time when it would be too late for justice to be 
done”. As for The Democrat, Dr. Gana’s contention that 
the public, including those affected, ought to know, stands 
very valid and objective in the face of the “no strong” 
points advanced by NEC. . . . __

Even if reporters had concocted Gana’s criticism frG.i. 
their fertile imagination, the statements neverthel 
agreed with the thinking of other critics. Mr. Steve Gino- 
Amu, a former solicitor-general of Bendel State ■ 
NEC to release a preliminary list now “to allow fv* v 
and objections", if confusion is to be avoided at the 
Echoing this refrain, Mr Bayo Ojo, an Ilorin-.. 
lawyer, advises that the only way NEC will save itself fire 
“a multiplicity of suits” at the last minute is to publish t 
list. To social critic, Air lyare, NEC’s problem has be 
vastly simplified by the President’s categorisation of those 
banned. “It is just a question of telling the SSS (State 
Security Service) to compile the names, that is, if the names 
have not been compiled already.

Although critics see the commission’s intention not to 
publish a master list as potentially disruptive of the transi­
tion programme, it appears from investigations by The 
African Guardian that NEC will not waver. According to 
reliable sources, the concensus among officials of the com­
mission is that nothing more should be said now or ever on 
the question of a master list.

This position is informed by several considerations. 
First, the commission, it is said, believes that attempting to 
publish a comprehensive list of those banned is an exercise 
in futility. Since Decree 25 of 1987 envisages persons who 
will run foul of it up to the end of the transition period, a 
master list, in the reasoning of NEC, will never be exhaus­
tive. More than this, if an all-embracing list were attemp­
ted, it will never be fool-proof. The consequent litigations 
that would follow could lead to a spate of clearances by the 
Transition to Civil Rule Tribunal, a situation that could 
erode the commission’s credibility in the eyes of cynics that 
could term the bans as having been malicious in the first
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place. It does appear in the reckoning of NEC that in the 
face of its likely unreliability, why take all the pains to 
compile the names of everyone included in the categories of 
those to be banned when only a few of them will eventually 
want to contest the elections?. To show how wasteful such 
an effort could be, a source close to the commission likened 
attempts to compile a master list to the efforts that it would 
take to have a general census purely for elections when only 
persons of 18 years and above were needed for actual 
voting.

Even so, the issues for NEC appear to go beyond 
problems of compiling a ban list. Presumably informed by 
past skirmishes with other organs of government over who 
had authority for what, NEC, this time around, seems wary 
of venturing into areas that do not strictly belong to it as an 
administrative organ with delegated legislation. The com­
mission’s feeling is that it is the prerogative of the govern­
ment to publish a ban list, since it initiated the moves, and 
knows best those who fit into its various categorisations. 
"NEC does not ban people", asserts an official. “It has 
powers only to screen candidates according to the electoral 
laws”. This position accords with the somewhat mellowed 
position of Awa when he visited the Daily Times early this 
month where he declared that “there is no provision in the 
decree setting up NEC which empowers NEC to decide 
how elected councillors are to be removed”. “Our job,” he 
said, “is to arrange for them to be elected.

WFH1S new-found insistence on the limits of NEC’s power 
■ could have been informed by what NEC experienced in 

the removal of Dr. Sam Orji as the Chairman of the Enugu 
Council by the Chief of General Staff, Vice-Admiral Au­
gustus Aikhomu, shortly after warnings by the NEC chair­
man that governors had no powers to remove councillors 
from office.

Within its limited powers, the commission does not 
feel that it could be handicapped in dealing with those who 
have been banned. Under Decree 25 of 1987, NEC feels 
that any intending contestant who is in doubt regarding his 
status under the various categories is entitled to seek clar­
ification from the Commission even now. Furthermore, the 
decree provides that any member of the public who knows 
that a person nominated to contest any election or 
appointed or elected to an office in a political party or 
government has been affected by the ban can file an objec­
tion to NEC to nullify such nomination, election or 
appointment. NEC is bound by the law to pronounce on the 
objection within 30 days of the receipt of a reply from the 
person whose nomination, election or appointment is being 
objected to. Those dissatisfied with NEC’s ruling shall 
within 30 days apply to the Tribunal for a review of the 
declaration.

In addition to these safeguards, NEC seems confident 
that all those included in the ban will be fished out through 
the screening process before actual elections. Even though 
the commission is iron-cased in its belief that the course it 
has chosen is the correct one, it docs not want to defend or 
even explain its position before the public. To do so, 
according to the seeming consensus among the officials, is 
to appear in the public mind to have joined issues with Dr. 
Gana, and, by extension, with MAMSER, a com­
plementary organ that ought to help NEC achieve a smooth 
transition to the Third Republic. The Commission, The 
African Guardian has learnt, wants to avoid creating im­
ages of discordant tunes with organs, whose objectives in

the final analysis, are one with NEC.
In July for example, NEC had a running battle with the 

Transition to Civil Rule Tribunal. Despite the provisions of 
section 5, sub section 4 of Decree 36 of 1988 which made 
decisions of NEC on the eligibility of Constituent Assembly 
candidates “final and binding”, the tribunal still went 
ahead to hear cases of some candidates disqualified by the 
commission. When NEC protested, the tribunal replied 
that it had powers to hear such petitions, arguing that it 
could not fold its hands where a case of unjust disqualifica­
tion was alleged.

More than this, NEC is seemingly irked that the tribun­
al regularly summons its commissioners and other officials 
to appear before it physically in cases that are purely civil 
and for which they could be represented by their counsel. 
Only last month, the tribunal had summoned the Director 
of Public Affairs, Mr. Tonnic Iredia and a member of the 
commission, Ambassador Gabriel Ijewere, for divulging 
"official secrets” to a petitioner. Ijewere was reported to 
have threatened to resign because of what he considered to 
be the humiliating experience.

Still, NEC’s avoidance of a public master list would 
appear to go beyond issues of credibility, enabling power 
and the convenience of dealing with individual cases. Au­
thoritative sources have told The African Guardian that the 
commission is indeed in possession of a master list compiled 
long ago by the Federal Government.

The speculation for now is that the list, if implemented 
wholesale, could wipe out the entire political class of cer­
tain parts of the country, a situation capable of arousing 
allegations of unfairness. To skirt around this largely un­
foreseen problem, the Federal Government is believed to 
have given NEC, the task of playing God with banned 
politicians, with all the inscrutable whims it implies. In the 
event, the former presidential candidate of the Nigerian 
Advance Party, Mr. Tunji Braithwaite, may have been 
unwittingly prophetic when he declared, after the 
announcement of the political slate-cleaning in September 
1987 that only God could ban him.

To Lagos lawyer, Fola Akinrinsola, the Federal Gov­
ernment, even before now, had given scant regard to the 
spirit of the ban. Just after elections into the Constituent 
Assembly in June, Akinrinsola observed that the law on the 
ban had been compromised by its “internal and operational 
contradictions”, and that “it would collapse under the 
weight of these contradictions”. He remarked that erst­
while councillors (who were unaffected by the ban except 
for those found guilty of corruption or other offences) had 
“fallen foul of its provisions and sections”. Not only that. In 
his opinion, many of the 117 persons appointed by the 
government into the Constituent Assembly were “picked 
in utter violation and of total disregard to the provisions”. 
While noting that the government had not complied with 
the law it promulgated, he nevertheless conceded that it 
had "the right to take the posture”. The danger, as he 
admonished, however, was that “its example will be fol­
lowed by the citizens and other arms of government”. To 
Akinrinsola, “when a legislation is subject to the vagaries, 

caprices of the law makers, it becomes an 
aw”.

the National Electoral Commission play God? 
ays be inscrutable as the Almighty’s? Will this cup
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• Ogunleye: It's been a crowded period of crash and crisis.

<

_ses at the Port 
_r_._ _____ircraft were sub­
taken to France for repair 
” were impounded by the 
rers. Two other Nigeria Air- 
ift are grounded due to lack 

spare parts to put them in the air. The 
■icon Guardian learnt that a loan of 
' million (N865.2 million) has been 
ured by the Federal Government to 

Ivage the airline but this is a far cry 
im the N2.9 billion debt owed to 50

out only to move in again at 6.30 
ostensibly to beat the early moi 
jostling for space.

According to the airline’s version, 
when the passengers refused to come 
down, airways engineers were called to 
switch on the Auxiliary Power Unit to 
operate the air-conditioners and other 
internal lighting system. Some of the 
passengers slept at the waiting lounge 
while the rest slept inside the aircraft. It 
took Baiowa and Airforce Director of 
Public Relations, 
Group Captain 
Brai Ayonote 30 
minutes to per­
suade the passen­
gers to alight the 
next morning. 
The passengers 
were given 
breakfast after 
which they were 
taken to the 
police station 
where they made 
statements. A 
police source told 
The African 
Guardian that 
the passengers 
would likely face 
charges after the 
investigation but 
it was clear last 
week that 
although the air­
line officials were 
visibly shaken by 
the “** J 
sabotage, 
were not 
charges. This is 
major damage 
batteries that \

alleged 
they 
interested in pressing

because there was no 
; to the aircraft except the 
went flat.

Just as the airline was telling sym­
pathetic ears how the nation was embar­
rassed by the incident, one of its Boeing 
737 out of the seven still in its fleet, 
crashlanded in Port Harcourt and lost 
two engines. One of the passengers, in­
cluding Air Vice Marshal Larry ” 
nyan, a member of the Armed F 
Ruling Council (AFRC).washurt.. 
a hurried flight to Port Harcourt in a 
chartered plane to inspect the damage, 
Ogunleye confirmed that the plane was 
a write-off, adding that the ball is now in 
the court of NICON, the insurers.

In September last year, the airline

Nigeria airways’ plane crashlands, management seeks solution from all.
THE Nigeria Airways is still flying, 
■ no doubt. But for how long and at 

what cost? These were the questions 
Nigerians, still sympathetic enough to 
listen to the litany of woes dogging the 

| debt-ridden national carrier, were 
asking last week. And what a week for 
Major-General Olu Bajowa, now con­
ferred with full powers as Sole Adminis- 
Jrator, to come up with a hat-trick on 
how to stop the airline’s flight into the 
doldrums. The President, General Ibra­
him Babangida, who sacked the air­
line’s feuding board last week and put 
Bajowa solely in charge, will wait until 
December for the retired general to 
come up with a rescue plan.

But the public, it would seem, cannot 
wait that long as they demonstrated 
Wednesday, October 12. It all began 
like a normal and quite familiar flight 
delay. After three hours of waiting at 
the domestic wing of the Murtala 
Muhammed Airport in Lagos, the 22 
passengers to Jos, Plateau State, felt re­
lieved when their flight was announced 
At 7.30 p.m. Olabisi Daramola (11), 
bracing up for an interview slated for 
the next day into the Command Secon­
dary School in Jos, filed in along with 
the other passengers.

The plane, Boeing 737, chnstianed 
Oguta Lake, took off smoothly; but it did 
not go far, for it soon returned to Lagos. 
Different opinions have been offered 
for what happened on the way. Airline 
spokesman, Femi Ogunleye says the 
flight was airborne for 40 minutes when 
the Captain was informed by the Jos 
Control Tower and a private aircraft of 
a looming bad weather. The captain 
promptly informed the passengers of 
the development and his intention to 
return to Lagos.

The passengers, unconvinced, began 
to murmur and one of them (still un­
identified), who claimed to be a pilot, 
stormed the cock-pit to berate the cap­
tain and the cabin crew. The captain 
reportedly told the angry passengers to 
peep through the windows and see 
the weather for themselves but they 
were not assuaged. As the plane 
touched down, some of the passengers 
rejected all entreaties to deboard. Mr. 
Ogunleye claims only five of them 
agreed to come out; but The African 
Guardian learnt that most of them came

companies worldwide.
However, Bajowa seemed confident 

as he moved swiftly last week to meet 
the president’s three months deadline. 
He recalled all managers, controllers 
and directors on leave; suspended all 
staff leave; recalled all district managers 
both at home and abroad for a crucial 
meeting scheduled for Thursday Octo­
ber, 20.

Ogunleye is equally convinced that 
the President’s deadline would be met: 
“We are already working out plans as 
the President directed,” he said, and 
pleaded with the public to “send sugges­
tions because our problems are known 
to all.”
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Christians look beyond Nigeria to fund Abuja Centre

I

THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN OCTOBER 31.190

Nigeria

12

on 6.24 hectares 
, says the cen- 
jhapel, which 

 5.000 worshippers, 
"els which will take in 

Also, there will be a 
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:hed to the five-floor 
only occupy one flour 
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five years 
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Even before the amount was released 
to CAN, the association had, at a meet­
ing with the Chief of General Staff, Vice 
Admiral Augustus Aikhomu, asked for 
an upward review of the government’s 
grant in line with the disparity in the pre­
sent value of the naira and its value in 1983, 
when the pledge was made. But

Shagari's otter

major religious bodies in the country 
(moslems and Christians), N10 million 
each to build befitting cenf 
worship in Abuja, Nigeria’:  
capital in the making, the moslems 
quickly grabbed the offer, but the 
Christians dithered. They first wanted to 
know the rationale behind the gift.

According to Mr. Charles Williams, 
secretary, Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN), the Christians suspected 
the monetary offer was a political bait, 
hence the initial rejection. But shortly 
after, former Vice President Alex 
Ekwueme, who was asked by Shagari to 
explain issues to the Christians, con­
vinced them that the offer was not 
a Greek gift. But then, the military 
struck; ending the lite of the fragile 
Second Republic and dashing the Christ­
ians, hope of collecting the money.

However, on September 20, 1988, 
rs after the initial offer was 
Air Vice-Marshal Hamza 

, Minister for the Federal 
erritory signed a First Bank 
N10 million to redeem Sha- 

' to the Christians. But the 
.in,e a drop of water in the 

>ues that because of 
i the value of the 

cost about N100 mil- 
proposed Christian 

i in Abuja.

I| sharing of resources.”
| There are strong fears, however, that 
j foreign interests may use the opportun­

ity to either establish or fortify their ' 
strongholds in Nigeria’s economic and 
political spheres. Without being speci­
fic, His Holiness, Prophet G.O.K. 
Onyioha, the spiritual head of Godian 
Religion, said that foreign aid, for what­
ever purpose, “is not charity ... there 
are strings attached.”

Mr. Akin Oyebode, a lecturer in the I 
Faculty, of Law, University of 
Lagos, was more forthcoming with the 
implications of accepting foreign aid. 
Said he: “You cannot accept foreign aid 
without mortgaging your political, eco­
nomic and cultural independence." 
Oyebode says that there is a struggle 
among the super-powers to gain a stron­
ghold in Nigeria, to the extent that mul­
tinational corporations in the countiy 
are being used to cause disaffection 
among the religious bodies in the 
country.

Abba Dabo, a journalist and Consti­
tuent Assembly member for Dambatta, 
Kano State, had earlier accused South 
Africa, Saudi Arabia, Israel and Amer­
ican churches of pumping money into 
the country for selfish reasons. "There 

he lurch. have been direct attempts oy foreign 
•pns that interests at using religion as a tool to 
cial drive Spread their sphere of influence ...” he 

said.
Nevertheless, the national executive 

of CAN seems divided over the issue of 
looking beyond the country to finance 
the building of the house of God. For 
Dr. Godfrey Otubu, Baba Aladura of 
the Eternal Order of Cherubim and 
Seraphim, Christians should look in­
wards for additional money to build the 
Abuja Christian Ecumenical Centre. 
Otubu, who is also a member of the 
dormant Advisory Council on Religious 
Affairs (ACRA), says that churches 
like his, which have no parent bodies 
abroad can only rely on their Nigenan 
members to raise funds for the Abuja 
project.

The CF-- 
Abuja, win u 
in central Z u 
tre, will consi 
will accc 
and two ■ 
1,000 
guest 
quar’-

The Christian Ecumenical^ Centre in 
kbuja, will be located Ou 6.24 hccta— 

Abuja. Williams s , 
onsist of a main chapel, Wuw 

:ommodate 5.000 worship 
> other chapel 

people each. A 
guest house, admit 
quarters, commits 
ferencc hall attaches 
centre. CAN will or’; 
while the other floors . 
commercial purposes.

By Mike Ubtnl

it’s unlikely that the government would 
accede to CAN’S request because last 
week, Chief Duro Onabule, chief press 

__„__________ secretary to the President, told The 
tting centres of African Guardian that the present gov- 
Nigeria’s future emment should not be “held responsi- 

ig, the moslems ble” for both the depreciation in the 
: offer, but the value ofthe naira, and CAN’S refusal to

accept the offer in 1983. Onabule’s posi­
tion, somehow leaves CAN in the lurch.

However, there are indicaticr* **•"* 
CAN may embark on a financial drive 
to raise funds from church bodies in 
Europe and America to build the reli­
gious edifice in Abuja. Apparently, 
CAN may be following the moslems ex­
ample though the sources of fund will be 
different. The African Guardian 
gathered that Saudi Arabia made a 
generous donation to the moslem com­
munity in Nigeria to enable it complete 
work on its magnifident mosque in Abu­
ja. Williams does not see anything 
wrong with asking its members overseas 
to assist in building a befitting house 
where Christians can commune with 
God. He describes the proposed re­
venue drive . abroad as "ecumenical
• Hamza: Redeemed Shagari's NWm 

pledge to the Christians
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1966, Lesotho had relied heavily on Pre­
toria for economic sustenance. For inst­
ance, over 50 x>er cent of Lesotho's 
Gross National Troduct (GNP) is pro­
vided by its citizens working in South 
Africa. There exists industrial agree­
ments between both countries. The $1.6 
billion water project which involves the 
building of six dams in Lesotho, but 
funded by Pretoria, is an example.

For a country whose chief export, 
apart from diamond, is its cheap labour 
of 200,000 workers in South Africa’s 
gold mines, the dependence on Pretoria 
is extreme, and at times with dire con­
sequences. In 1986, when its former 
Prime Minister, Jonathan Lebua re­
fused to sign a treaty of non-agression 
with Pretoria and allowed Black Afri­
can Natioanlist Council, ANC, refugees 
sanctuary, South Africa'imposed eco­
nomic blockade on the county causing 
the fall of Dr. Lebua in a military coup 
d'etat. Soon after the blockade was 
lifted, the new leaders agreed to expel 
the refugees. Though, the non- 
agression pact sought by South Africa 
which would have made Pretoria deter­
mine who should be granted residency 
status in Lesotho among other condi­
tions, has not been formally endorsed, 
the country is no longer an escape route 
for ANC members.

Last week in Lagos, King 
Moshoeshoe, against this background, 
called for joint ventures with Nigeria in 
the Lesotho highland water project, a 
project intended to develop the untap­
ped natural resource for hydro-electric 
power and irrigation. The Nigeria trust 
fund with the African Development 
Bank, the Nigerian money market and 
direct government financial involve­
ment, King Moshoeshoe suggested, are 
viable sources of funding the project.

Still on the technical le,vel, the 
monarch wanted an expansion in the 
Technical Aid Corps Scheme (TACS) 
because, as he says, “alas, our needs are 
both extensive and urgent." Right now, 
under the TACS, three Nigerian medic­
al doctors, one dental surgeon, three 
surveyors, one engineer and five 
teachers are serving in Lesotho. The 
king also called on the Nigerian private 
sector to find appropriate Lesotho orga­
nisations to co-operate with.

Before he left Lagos, the King, who
was awarded an honorary doctorate de- ..... ..... .... --------
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King Moshoeshoe seeks aid and closer economic co-operation 
between Nigeria and Lesotho
•^HROUGHOUT his four day visit 
I to the country last week, the consti­

tutional monarch of Lesotho, King Be- 
rengSeeisu Moshoshoe was a testimony 
in commitment against apartheid, albeit 
on a verbal level.

At the welcome ceremony on Sunday 
(October 16) in the State House, Mari­
na, the 50-year-old bespectacled 
monarch told his host, President Ibra­
him Babangida that his kingdom re­
mained “committed to all obligations 
that bind all free countries of Africa to 
work towards liberation of all our 
brothers and sisters who still suffer the 
indignity of oppression, domination and 
racial segregation ...”. He was to give 
variations of this statement at the open­
ing of bilateral talks and at the special 
banquet organised in his honour a day 
before he left on Wednesday.

The monarch, at the banquet for inst­
ance, had said that "the Kingdom of 
Lesotho supports all efforts aimed at 
securing political stability within the 
South African region and the attain­
ment of the political aspirations of the 
oppressed and marginalised African 
majorities of South Africa so that they 
may be free and equal.” But problems 
agitating the monarch’s mind seemed to 
dwell more on the need for increased 
economic and technical assistance from 
Lagos to Maseru. In fact, the King’s 
speeches focused more on request for 
increased aid to Lesotho. This made his 
views on apartheid appear more rhetor­
ical, putting it in second place to the 
calls for “broader and deeper co­
operation" between Nigeria and 
Lesotho.

The monarch perhaps explained why 
this was so when at the opening of bi­
lateral talks he said that for Lesotho to 
live up to the commitment of African 
liberation, it "needs — as a pre­
requisite — to consolidate-her political 
independence, to safeguard her territo­
rial integrity, national sovereignty and 
dignity, to accelerate economic self- 
sufficiency and eliminate all forms of 
avoidable dependence on South 
Africa.”

There is good reason for Lesotho, a 
tiny land-locked country with a popula­
tion of 1.5 million, completely sur­
rounded by South Africa, to want 
avoidable dependence from the apar­
theid enclave. Since its independence in.

gree of the University of Benin and later 
the Grand Commander of the Order of 
the Niger (GCON), signed both tech­
nical and bilateral agreements with 
Nigeria. Under the technical assistance 
contract, both Lesotho and Nigeria are 
to explore areas of mutually beneficial 
economic ventures at a meeting of the 
Joint Commission between the two 
countries scheduled for next year.

With the promise of increased aid 
from Nigeria, King Moshoeshoe left for 
home after what diplomatic sources cal­
led a successful trip. But then, they 
doubted whether increased aid from 
Nigeria would guarantee Lesotho’s eco­
nomic independence from Pretoria and, 
in effect, political will to take a more 
vocal stance against apartheid.
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Abuja structures provide easy access to a president’s life
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• A danger so obvious: An artist's impression of the high-rise buildings the presidential complex (far right) as seen from the parade ground- 
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federal capital; the rot 
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with sudden intersect, 
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brooding presence, living ai.v.. 
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mer in the morning sun, I 
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The two visitors to Abuja are on the 
way to the Hilton to witness the opening 
ceremony of the conference of 
attorneys-general, billed to be per­
formed by President Ibrahim Babangi-

The road is almost bereft of traffic, 
>usly a consequence of security me- 

’"ires taken with the President and his 
important entourage in mind.

Suddenly, one of the men noticed a

>AY, October 11, 1988. It is 
oming, on the wrong side of 
. The place is Abuja, the new 
jital; the road from the town 

jn-Noga Hotel, to 
ong, straight road, 
ctions that seem to 
ere. All around, a 
living and breathing 

:m to shim- 
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Security is personified by the trim men 
in suits who jog beside his official car, 
with their ear plugs and dark glasses.

On October 1, this year, for instance, 
before the president arrived at 9.05 
a.m., the very air was taut. Before him, 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, the Chief of 
General Staff and other top military and 
administration officials had arrived. 
The security that accompanied these 
personages was impressive enough. 
Blaring sirens announced their pre­
sence, as the official cars made their 
noisy way into the parade ground. The 
guards were out before the vehicles with 
their tinted wind-screens came to a com­
plete stop, achieving three purposes in 
one swift motion: a brisk salute, open­
ing the door, and shielding the military 
big wig.

But when the President arrived, the 
security people out-did themselves as

movement out of the comer of his eye. 
It was as if something moved at the pre­
cise point where two of the summits 
met. It happened so fast that he thought 
at first that his imagination was playing 
him a trick. He enquired from his com­
panion who st------ J ’_J “:J “'rt—•
are part of the

President
Nigeria’s mos. r__________________
cent times. Whenever he leaves the 
fortress-like confines of Dodan Bar­
racks for a trip outside the country or to 
receive a foreign leader in Abuja, secur­
ity, massive security, seems to dog his 
every step. Security is obvious in the 
ferret looks of the well-built young men 
who seem to be nowhere and every­
where at the same time wherever he 
goes. Security can be seen m the abrupt 
manner of the scowling soldiers and 
policemen who push back the crowds.
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A binocular can effor­
tlessly cover the distances 
between the four strategi­
cally located places ... A 
good rifle with sightscan 
achieve the same purpose.
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Anyhow, by the time the hotel began 
its ascent, getting higher and higher, it 
became apparent that both location and 
height could have adverse security im­
plications. Explaining further, another 
architect said: “It is true the height of 
the Hilton should have been checked. 
Initially it was just hotel space. So it was 
left for physical control to take care of 
any problems. The sitingperse is not the 
problem, because everybody knew 
from the beginning where the presiden­
tial complex is.”

What can be done about the situa­

tion? At this stage, what measures can 
be taken to ameliorate a situation 
whereby a guest, or just anyone with 
innocent or evil intentions who finds 
himself in any of the upper floors in the 
Hilton can see the complex very dis­
tinctly. Adekola proffers an explana­
tion: "Internal security is no problem. 
But external security could pose some 
difficulties. One can get a good view of 
the complex from the Hilton. Apart 
from that, the complex is being handled 
by a foreign firm. The people must 
know quite a lot about the set up."

Like others interviewed, Adekola is 
at pains to explain that actions have 
been taken or are being taken to take 
care of any oversight: "Those who did 
all that were not numb-skulls". Then he 
added enigmatically: “The place could

be so close, yet so far."
Adekola's reference could be to some 

devices which are state-of-the-art in 
security systems. Infact, it is likely that 
such equipment of physical security as 
two-way radios, scrambler phones, 
closed circuit television, alarms as well 
as the planning and limitation of the 
number and location of entrances will 
be standard fare in the new complex. It 
is also likely that careful attention will 
be paid to exits, and traffic patterns.

An architect concedes that "there 
may have been an error. Maybe the ex­
ecution may have brought problems to 
light. Error is human”. The architect 
goes on to make an observation that 
impinges on the very nature of the pres­
idency: “The President is a human 
being. Why are we walling him away?”

The answer to the problem may lie in 
the control of traffic flow, another 
architect notes. He adds that “the con­
ceptualization is beautiful. Maybe there 
were not enough imputs from the pro­
fessionals concerned.”

The most visible structure in Abuja 
today is the new Abuja mosque. It can 
be seen from virtually all parts of the 
federal capital. It is also about 508 
metres from the parade ground (the 
third one in three years) where the 
national day celebrations took place 
this year. In fact the only thing that 
separates the mosque and the parade 
ground is a -broad stretch of land. The 
location of the mosque so close to the 
parade ground in the general direction 
of the complex is, to some, also a cause 
for worry. “It should not be so close to 
such important places,” says an Abuja 
resident, who cites the example of the

shrine in Punjab, 
ties between Sikh 
ernment forces in I

they led the cars in the convoys into the 
parade ground. When he stepped out, 
spectators would only catch occasional 
glimpses of the President, as he was 
almost completely surrounded by milit­
ary big shots, officials and of course, 
security men.

However, there is a chink in the 
armour of tight presidential security. 
Actually, some may consider it a gaping 
hole. It is a danger so obvious that not a 
few citizens have commented on it. Pri­
vately, that is.

The Nicon-Noga Hilton is about 800 
metres from the new Presidential com­
plex. In real terms, this means that any­
one in any of the upper luxurious suites 
of the hotel can see the complex very 
clearly. Quite a few people took note of 
this, but the situation does not seem 
very troubling to the authorities. 
However, Diekola Adekola, an 
architect with the Federal Capital De­
velopment Authority (FCDA), offers a 
viewpoint that might inform official cir- 
jles. “It is not dangerous because the 
facilities there are necessarily reserved. 
Remember you just don’t go there. 
There arc other considerations apart 
from the location,” said Adekola who 
cites as example Dodan Barracks which 
is situated in a densely populated area.

But it is also a fact that security within 
Dodan Barracks has been tightened in 
recent times. According to sources, ac­
cess into the residence of the nation's 
number one citizen has been seriously 
curtailed and visitors are vetted for 
accreditation more than ever before.

Another explanation for the danger­
ous proximity that exists between the 
presidential complex and high-rise 
buildings is given by a senior architect 
with FCDA. According to him. the 
proposals for hotel space 
were made "way back in 
1982". Hotel space was 
allocated then for the Hil­
ton, Agura and other 
hotels. But, by then, no­
body had any idea what 
organisations or outfits 
would be allocated the 
hotel spaces, or infact how 
high the buildings would . 
be. This choice example of 
bureaucratic oversight, I 
said the architect, hap­
pened because in 1982 
"the department of plan­
ning and architecture were 
togetht
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• Babangida s motorcade at Abuja parade ground: Security is personified by the trim men who jog beside his car 
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his vice pre... 
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shot whose fi 
reducing his 
his eyes set 
the White 
mood to ___________
dent did not make the nomination < 
second term. Or for that matter, 
next day. At 12.30 pm. Lee Hai.., 
Oswald opened fire from a roof-top'. 
Two bullets from Oswald’s rifle struck 
the President — one at the lower por­
tion of his neck and the other in the 
head. He was.dead on arrival at the 
hospital.

More than anything else, two factors 
facilitated Kennedy’s assassination: the 
open limousine in which he was riding 
and the roof top conveniently located, 
almost custom made for a sniper. 
Among other factors, events such as the 
murder of Kennedy inform the fear and 
trepidation that many nurse over the 
location of important national monu­
ments in Abuja and other places.

But the indications are that govern­
ment is taking security very seriously. 
When the president comes to Abuja, for 
instance, the sheer extent of security is 
overwhelming. Policemen and soldiers 

seem to sprout suddenly. Security agents

.■■■■■■■■■■■I 
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Capital Territory, participants, among 
others, were told that it is of utmost 
importance that- the development of 
Abuja follows the masterplan. Most 
architects say that the masterplan is an 
almost perfect example of judicious and 
imaginative use of land space. “The 
conceptualization is beautiful’’, enth­
used an Abuja-based architect.

• Defence and Internal Affaire Ministers Bali and Shagaya: How protected are future presi­
dents from hostile elements ensconced In adjacent structures.

Perhaps. But the masterplan, de­
signed by Kenzo Tangel, a Japanese 
firm of architects, may be a thing of 
beauty, not necessarily of perfection. 
The proximity of sensitive landmarks 
may be a blot on an otherwise excellent 
plan. The structures are, to quote a 
cliche, too close for comfort.

By Paul Nwabulkwu In Abuja
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happen.” However, a government offi­
cial at Abuja guesses that bureaucratic 
bungling may also be responsible for the 
situation.

Beyond the Abuja situation, Nigeria 
is not the most security-conscious or se­
cure nation in the world. The story is 
told of a senior Nigerian army officer 
who went for a military course in the 
United States some years back. At one 

. of the US military installations, he was 
shown a screen, obviously an airport 
scene. “That’s Lagos airport,” said one 
of his hosts. He thought it was a still 
picture until he noticed that the figures 
and vehicles were moving. He realized 
that the scene was being relayed live, 
beamed from across seas thousands of 
miles away.

Whatever maybe the explanation for 
the security situation at Abuja, the truth 
is that a binocular can effortlessly cover 
the distances between the four strategi­
cally located places: the mosque, the 
presidential complex, the Hilton and 
the parade ground. A good rifle with 
sights can achieve the same purpose.

History provides evidence. On 
November 22,' 1963, John Fitzgerald 
Kennedy, America’s youngest ever 
president, was in a limousine, part of a 
motor-cade that was riding slowly 
through down-town Dallas. Kennedy 
w.as *.n Texas to patch up things between 
his vice president, Lyndon Baines John­
son and another Democratic Party top­
shot whose feuding had the potential of 
reducing his support in the state. With 
his eyes set on a second four-year stay in 

c House, Kennedy was m no 
take chances. But the Presi- 

make the nomination or a 
i. Or for that matter, the 

1230 pm. Lee Harvey 
‘□p. 
ick

(yon can always identify them from —— 
their stealthy manner and suspicious^ 
glances) are everywhere at once.- - “ 
Routes through which the Presidential 
convoy is likely to pass are searched 
with a tooth comb. It may be a coinci­
dence but most reporters who have 
Abuja as their beat believe that tele­
phone lines, especially the Abuja-Lagos 
ones, are also cut as part of security 
measures. Anybody who says that he 
cannot get through to Lagos on tele­
phone is invariably asked the question: 
"Do you know if the President is in 
town?”

At a recent seminar of the Nigerian 
Institute of Architects, with the theme: —— 
Development Control in the new Federal

Ci 
others, i 
importer

)uja < 
:hitects • 
lost pert
iginativt



Abuja’s gradual transformation lures some, repels others

• Murtala Mohammed: who Is questioning his "Abuja In unity" vision?
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Dreams die first
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<—-> be rest assured that he or she has an opportunity to live In parity 

with every other Nigerian, and where no Nigerian win be regarded, 
whether In law or In fact, as a Native Foreigner.”

F kM 1J=

1MDHESE fine senti* 
■ ments were express­
fl ed by the Justice 

Akinola Aguda Panel 
which recommended the 
area known today as Abu­
ja as the new Federal 
Capital. The words not 
onlv capture the essence 
of ’Murtala Mohammed’s 
"Abuja is Unity” vision; 
they also reflect the wishes 
and dreams of most Nige­
rians about this predomi­
nantly virgin land located 
in the very 
tion. Abuj; 
be, in pra^.

But others disagree. Among them is 
the Chairman of Committee 17, Bashir 
Dalhatu. They contend that for admi­
nistrative and other reasons, the ex­
pression , ‘‘as if it was one of the states of 
the federation” which was in section 279 
of the reviewed constitution should be 
retained. The pro-state group generally 
supports the existence of local govern­
ments in the federal capital which some 
have said will be abolished after 1992.

Apart from these broad divisions, the 
issue of whether or not there will be a 
mayoralty, and the extent of its jurisdic­
tion has produced wide cleavages 
among the members of the committee. 
Yaro and others not only want a mayor; 
they want his authority to extend 
through the length and breadth of the 
federal capital. Explaining their stand, 
a member of the committee said: “The 
term Federal Capital City does not ex­
ist. Section 278 of the reviewed constitu­
tion says that “Abuja is the federal 
capital territory”. Abuja has no suburb. 
The words "Abuja", "federal capital 
territory” and “FCT” refer to the same

»y heart of the na- 
uja was meant to 

___  . radical terms and 
in the less-realistic level of 
dreams, everything Lagos 
was not and is not.

Today, 12 years after Murtala died, 
the dream seems to have died or at least 
lost its polish. In fact the status of Abu­
ja, considered, sacrosanct in Murtala’s 
time, is under question. Committee 17 
of the Constituent assembly deliberated 
on the status of Abuja and other issues 
concerning the Capital Territory. As 
deliberations have been marked by bit­
ter wrangling over what the status of 
Abuja should be, two members of the 
committee, one from Anambra State, 
the other from one of the far northern 
states, actually came to blows during the 
committee’s deliberations. The issue in 
contention is deceptively simple. What 
should be the status of Abuja? Should it 
be a state or should it maintain 
its Special Territory status?

Achana Gacius Yaro, a member of 
the Assembly from Bauchi State and 
others believe fervently that Abuja 
should retain its status as a specially 
administered territory. “Abuja is the 
only insurance for unity; utmost good 
faith should guide everything including 
the very execution of projects.”

area.”
However, others who 

wish for a mayoralty res­
tricted to the “capital city” 
make their case just as 
strongly. In their view, the 
rest of the territory as dis­
tinct from the municipality 
should be administered as 
local governments so that 
“development will go to 
the grassroots.”

During its sitting. Com­
mittee 17 received evi­
dence and memoranda 
from individuals and 

janisations. The Min- 
•oier of the Federal 
Capital Territory, Air 
Vice Marshal Hamza 
Abdullahi who received 
the committee in audi 

ence, gave his support to those calling 
for a local government structure. 
Abdullahi hinged his case on the en­
hancement of revenue allocation and 
collection.

When the issue of status was put to 
the vote, 17 out of 32 members were in 
favour of making the territory a state; 15 
were opposed to the idea. The Constitu­
tion Review Committee (CRC) in its 
draft constitution provided for a mayor 
for Abuja by an act of the National 
Assembly to run the territory as well as 
its administrative and political 
machinery.

The Political Bureau, on the other 
hand, made a recommendation which 
amounts to delicate balancing: “a 
machinery should be set in motion tc 
fashion out an administrative manage­
ment for the FCT, which will ensure 
that the territory is truly national, 
meaning that all Nigerians will have 
equal rights in the area while allowing 
the inhabitants to participate fully in the 
administration of their own affairs.”

As in most other issues which are on
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• Aniagolu: Status of Abuja a thorny issue for 
the constituent Assemply he chairs.
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Nigerian considers the charge of 
“northemisation of Abuja” even more 
untenable. Critics have charged that 
both the profile of workers at the new 
federal capital territory and the granting

i .. iksB
• Aguda: What his panel put together let no 

Nigerian tearassunder
The Chief Judge of Abuja was the only 
one out of those who submitted memos 
to be invited to make a verbal case for 
the establishment of a judicial service 
commission. He was of the view that the 
commission, if established, would 
greatly facilitate the day-to-day dis­
pensation of justice in the territory.

But it is the opinion of some others 
that even the relatively recent post of 
Chief Judge of Abuja is an anomaly. 
“The Chief Justice of Nigeria should be 
the chief judicial officer of Abuja and 
Nigeria. Period,” says one of them.

Far removed from these submissions 
in favour or against issues, but no less 
concerned about goings-on in the FCT 
are the Abuja aborigines. These are the 
original owners of the land, some of 
whom were displaced and resettled at 
Karshi and Keffi local government 
areas in Plateau State.

Othert aborigines at Abaji, 100 Km 
from Abuja carried placards when 
Committee 17 members went to the 
town to look into the living conditions 
of the people. The placards had inscrip­
tions including “Treat us fairly and just­
ly,” “We want autonomous LGs” and 
“Recognise our traditional rulers.” 
They also demanded that NTA, Abuja 
and the Federal Radio Corporation of 
Nigeria broadcast in some of their in­
digenous languages. In the sound and 
fury of politics and controversy, howev- 

I er, their voices seem to have been 
out.

of contracts, reveal an obvious northern 
bias. Armed with statistics, Mohammed 
—interacts the criticism: “Out of 7,110 
employees of the Federal Capital De­
velopment Authority (FCDA) and 
Ministry of the Federal Capital Terri­
tory, 370 are. from Bendel, 419 from 
Imo, 354 from Anambra, 232 from 
Cross Rivers, 146 from Ondo, 156 from 
Oyo and 62 from Ogun. Borno 
has .52, Gongola 74; Sokoto 82, 
Bauchi 41 and Kano 130.”

Statistics or not, a contractor from 
Anambra State who refused to disclose 
his name because “they will hire me out 
of here" says there’s discernible unjust 
trend in the allocation of contracts. 
According to him, able and willing con­
tractors from the south “have little hope 
of getting contract jobs if they have no 
connections.” “What most of us do is to 
buy the contracts from these people 
who get contracts even though they do 
not have the skills”, he says.

This may be true but another popular 
criticism: that mosaues and praying 
grounds can be found in ministries does 
not seem to have much substance. Dur­
ing break or prayer time, Christians and 
moslems who wish to say their prayers 
have to leave the secretariat because 
there are no houses of worship in the 
ministries. Corroborating this, an Abu­
ja housewife who is a fervent critic of 
the Islamisation of the FCT concedes 
that there are no mosques or churches 
within the premises of any ministry.

But an avowed opponent of the local 
government structure gives an opposite 
view: “If you create local governments 
in Abuja, the council chairman can give 
customary titles. This is against the spir­
it of the place. Apart from this, what 

stops are kind of land tenure system will operate 
abject of in the FCT when you create local gov- 

~ emments?".
A lesser-known source of con- . ....3 

troversy, though just as contentious in I er, their 
legal circles, is the status of the judicial drowned 

------ ------ .... __ system of the federal capital territory. | 
gestion that Abuja is los-

northern * Mohammed Haruna: “Northemization o!
° — - - Abuja charge is untenable"

I

the front burner at the Constituent 
Assembly, the causes of the cleavages in 
view show a disturbing trend. For one count 
thing, most of those in the pro-state lob- emplc 
by are moslems from the far nothem 
states; those who oppose them hail from 
the south of the Niger. The southerners 
are afraid that Abuja would naturally 
become the 12th state in the north with 
all the implications of this for the unity 
of the country and allocation of re­
sources. A Committee 17 member adds 
ominiously: “We know what they are 
after. They want to dominate us.”

The controversy also has religious 
undertones. As part of the complaints 
of many Christians in the country, which 
the Christian Association of Nigeria 
(CAN) has been in the fore front of 
protesters, is the notion that Abuja is 
fast becoming “islamised”. Olubunmi 
Okogie, the Catholic Archbishop of 
Lagos, for example, is a consistent critic 
of the islamic landmarks in Abuja, epe- 
cially the.architectural slant; domes and 
minerets are said to predominate in 
public buildings.

Many Christian members of the 
assembly privately express the fear that 
making Abuja a state would be the last 
nail in the coffin of religious co­
existence in the Federal Capital and 
ultimately, Nigeria. In their view, the 
advocacy for a state may be a ploy to 
make the federal capital, to all intents 
and purposes, an emirate: “When you 
create local governments, you’re en­
dorsing (an) emirate,” said an assembly 
member. A female resident of Abuja 
who works in one of the government 
agencies there shares the same view.

According to her, “Everything here is 
islam.” She vowed never to "stand 
under their bus stops (the bus-st~~ - 
dome-shaped and have been sul 
controversy).

Auwalu Yadudu, a lecturer at Bav‘ 
University, Kano who is also a men.i 
of the assembly, thinks such views 
unreasonable. In his words: “I’r.i u 
fled at the suggestion that Abuja ’ 

status an----------_-----
and being turned into a i.v......

“village”. This is merely on 
arge that bus-stops are being con- 
jd with dome-like structures. The 

,iat no northern city, much less a 
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Thumbs up for the Democrats
“ff’HE outcome of any American presidential election 
I necessarily has implications that will be felt in other

nations. This is part of the realities that have become intrin­
sic to the structure and logic of glodal politics in the post- 
Second World War era. It is a fact that many nations do not 
enjoy preponderance in the global distribution of military 
power. Yet, this is an advantage the US takes for granted. 
Not many nations can enforce economic or material sanc­
tions on others. America wields this power routinely.

It follows as such that a man or woman elected to the 
office of the President of the United States is, by implication, 
a global actor with the means or facilities to act decisively on, 
or to influence fundamentally, events in different parts of 
the world. Modern American presidents are, indeed, actors 
that invariably shape the agenda of world politics, just as 
they have always remained significant in any determination 
of the theatres of the struggle for global power.

These reasons, more than others, explain why the rest 
of the world follows every American presidential election 
with keen interest. Or put differently, it is these reasons that 
show why different nations and groups, having stakes in 
both regional and world affairs, cannot but be concerned 
about who, among the two candidates in any race for the 
White House, ultimately gets the mandate.

The candidates in this year’s election are accomplished 
and outstanding figures. Vice President George Bush (for­
mer ambassador, legislator and business leader) and candi­
date Michael Dukakis (a two-term governor with a reputa­
tion for effective economic management) carry with them a 
background that is as rich as it is honourable. However, the 
election is also about vision and the implications of orienta­
tions and commitments. /Ind even if it can be said that basic 
American interests at home and abroad are stable over time, 
it still matters a lot whether they are to be pursued by a Bush 
or a Dukakis administration, by a Republican or a Demo­
cratic president.

Few will doubt that Democratic administrations are 
more likely to advance equal opportunities, to protect the 
interests of minorities and the down-trodden in the Amer­
ican society, and to use the law to commit government to 
basic social responsibilities. The civil rights laws, the emerg­
ence of Black elective officials and the opportunity of a man 
like the Reverend Jesse Jackson to credibly seek the office of 
the President of the United States, through one of the two 
major parties — all amount to vivid manifestations of the

great achievements of the Democratic party.
We cannot, of course, claim to know America history 

more than the Americans themselves. But we know that the 
effect of Republicans’ longstanding conservatism (given the 
way and manner in which this conservatism has been pur­
sued) has been to fore-close the practical realisation of simi­
lar possibilities of the American liberal democracy.

The systematic cut-back on welfare programmes and 
the inverse augmentation of the fortunes of the propertied 
class under Reagan, is a classic example of what we are 
saying. Nor is it to be forgotten that traditionally this conser­
vatism has often translated externally into hostility to prog­
ressive regimes, jingoism and naked imperialism. Exam­
ples: the contra affair, bombing of Libya in 1986, support 
for the rebel UNITA movement in Angola, thwarting of 
sanctions efforts against South Africa and assisting her 
military destabilisation of the Frontline region, using the 
IMF to put the squeeze on ailing Third World economies, 
and Kissinger’s policy of benign neglect against Africa, 
aimed at consolidating Portuguese colonialism.

Nothing convinces us that a Bush administration will 
chart a different course. His posturings about acting tough 
toward the Russians are, frankly speaking, a continuation of 
the old bellicosity. They are bound to be eminently disrup­
tive, particularly at a time of a general relaxation of tensions 
in global politics. The Republican’s apparent emphasis on a 
foreign policy framework based virtually exclusively on 
power politics between the US and the Soviet Union is nar­
row and unrealistic.

In contrast, Governor Dukakis comes across like the 
kind of leader who, as President, will work for a lessening of 
tensions so that peace and security can be strenghtened 
through prosperity. He promises to cut down on the big, 
wasteful defence systems, so that resources will be available 
to reconstruct the economy and handle domestic problems. 
This makes sense to us.

Besides, we think that Africa will gain from a Dukakis 
presidency. The Democratic pary has already branded the 
racist enclave a terrorist state. And mere anticipation that 
Democrats will capture the White House has forced South 
Africa to seek peace in the regi<

Governor Dukakis campaign 
able and issue-oriented. We endor 
House.
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Nigeria where the 
leaders leads to

Sankara’s vision was too brave, 
was, indeed, informed by a fatal inno- 
e strange, sophisticated ways of the

The logic of 
security

| After Sankara, few leaders 
4' anywhere, but especially in 

—" Africa, can afford to trust their 
security to something as nebu­
lous, as insubstantial as the col­
lective determination of a 
people”.

were.
The American example proves, for me, that there is 

always a chink in our safeguards, a chink wide enough to 
admit the bullet of an assassin or the evil lurch of his 
knife; a chink that often makes the difference between 
the life and death of a president. The big lesson of the 
American example is that we labour in vain—ultimately 
— against a determined assailant, against an unforgiving 
fate.

This wisdom had led some leaders to put their trust 
elsewhere, to embrace a radically different ethic of self­
preservation. Thomas Sankara was perhaps die best 
advertiser of the new attitude. He trusted — naively, in 
retrospect — that a leader’s security lay in the deter­
mination of his followers to protect him. He thus sought 
to live among his people, to hold hearty palaver with
them, to share their food with them, drink their water, to 
connect his life to theirs, his dreams likewise, and to live 
constantly, unfailingly, faithfully, in their every breath. 
This way, reasoned Sankara, how could an enemy getat 
him, seeing that the people would share in the pain of the 
stab, in the scalding, shattering hurt of the assassin's 
bullet?

It turned out that Sankara’s vision was too brave, 
much too naive, was, indeed, informed by a fatal inno­
cence about the strange, sophisticated ways of the 
world. When he was eventually felled, not by an enemy 
in the conventional sense of the word, but by a friend 
who thereby re-enacted the betrayal of Caesar on the 
African theatre, a flush of indignation, a furious feelo! 
hurt, coursed through the soul of Burkino Faso. But by
then, Sankara was cold dead, and neither indignation 
for his slayers nor love for him could restore him at his 
post in Ouagadougou.

■ T is one of the more hard-to-swallow requirements of
■ modem politics that those who lead have to be iso­
lated, physically, from their followers. The main argu­
ment for this paradox is that the leader needs to be 
secured from the capricious hazards of everyday life.

The argument has some obvious merit. In a society 
where the good faith of all citizens is not given .where all 
kinds of grudges and wickedness lodge in men’s breast, 
the man who embodies a collective vision — that is, in 
other words a leader — cannot be abandoned to the 
arbitrary logic of the street. And so, we arrange for our 
leaders to live in rarefied isolation; we permit them 
irritable sirened passages; we throw about them a 
tective ring of fierce-looking, gun-wielding „ 
and, sometimes, red-eyed, fang-baring dogs.

Nobody can truly say that this elaborate ritual is un­
necessary, for there is abundant illustration in history of 
the price which some leaders and their nations have had 
to pay for dispensing with this requirement or even for 
carrying it out half-heartedly. There is the example of 
Patrice Lumumba. And then John Fitzgerald Kennedy, 
Anwar Sadat, Murtala Muhammed, Indira Gandhi, 
Thomas Sankara, and so on.

Tremendous energy and wisdom are necessary in this 
business of ensuring the security of a leader. It is even 
possible to suggest that a nation’s success at the task is, in 
a sense, a measure of its greatness. Against this crite­
rion, the United States of America, with a high quota of 
assassinated presidents, must be called a nation on the 
debt side of greatness. But wait a minute. Is it not 
possible that the experience of the United States offers 
us a different kind of instruction?.

Look at it this way. The president of the United States 
is guarded by one of the most alert security apparatuses 
ever put together. Long before he arrives in a place, 
security agents comb the place for the slightest scent of 
trouble. Laxity cannot be said to be an American habit; 
and yet, see how many US presidents have been felled 
by assassins, and how many were lucky, like Reagan, to 
snatch away their lives from the muzzle of the gun, as it

A FTER Sankara, few leaders anywhere, but especial- 
Z^Aly in Africa, can afford to trust their security to 
something as nebulous, as insubstantial as the collective 
determination of a people. The collective determination 

people can lift a leader into the glorious pages of 
r history; but, sorry, it cannot stay the hands of an 

assassin, much less stop the deadly flight of a bullet.
If America proves that technical precautions are not 

inviolable and are therefore inadequate, Sankara’s sad 
end must instruct us that there are risks a leader must not 
take. Perhaps the safest thing is for every leader and 
every nation to embrace the reflexes of those who insist 
on choosing the best of two things; never one or the 
other. No leader should turn his back on the minimum 
requirement of measures to safeguard himself. The logic 
of self-preservation dictates that he takes a hand in his 
safety. But this can also be over done, c 
to vulgar limits, as happens often in Nij 
passage of the military and civilian k 
several hours of truncated traffic, tremendous loss of 
man hours, and the inconvenience of embarrassed 
citizens who can’t see the whole point of it. Nigerian 
leaders, like Sankara, must try also to forge a dynamic 
union with the rest of us.
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i opportunity does not seem far 
anymore, given the outcome of 

Harare talks. There was an agrec- 
..._nt, in principle, for a merger 
tween the two opposing rugby boc 
presently operating in South Africa: the 
prcdominantly-white SARB (with Dr. 
Craven as president), and the fiercely 
anti-apartheid South African Rugby 
Union (SARU) run by Blacks. By prop­
osing an integration of the two organisa­
tions, and the formation of “a genuinely 
non-racial national rugby federation”, 
the aim is apparently to break the years 
of isolation forced on the South African 
rugby team,the Springbok..by the anti­
apartheid world community. (Spring­
bok’s last tour was to New Zealand in 
1981). Details of the merger plan are 
expected to be worked out during the 
next round of talks (next month). But 
analysts are saying that such a single 
controlling body may not emerge until 
sometime next year.

As it is, much depends on the ability 
of Craven, a former Springbok captain, 
the major brain behind the unity talks, 
to resist the mounting extremist press­
ures. And his chances of preventing 
what analysts see as an inevitable split in

nalists last Monday, vowing to continue 
his drive to lead South Africa back into 
world rugby. Perhaps, to prove his 
point, Craven quickly left South Africa 
(Tuesday), to campaign for support for 
his bid to set up a new international 
(South American and African) rugby 
organisation to be headed by South 
Africa. With this union, he hopes to 
bring together not just most Latin 
American countries (Chile, Paraguay, 
Uruguay and so on), but some Black 
African countries. Craven also has 
another ambition: to use sports to fight 
for the abolition of segregation in 
schools, which he sees as one of the 
major obstacles in integrating sports in 
the country. gy £m0ni/(O okorle
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tinuing defence of its 
indefensible racist poli- •
cics. This, some prom- mONRRSHL’ 
inent Afrikaner 
businessmen and 
others have already 
sought to demonstrate . ‘ '
over the years with 
their establishment of I 
strong ties with the i 
ANC and other anti­
apartheid movemer 
(in 
governmer 
the ANC)

Bukar Bukarambe of the Nigerian In­
stitute of International Affairs (N1IA), 
sees the new willingness of individual, 
moderate Afrikaners in the SARB and 
elsewhere to negotiate with the ANC as 
a “token, a simple expression” of their 
commitment to non-racism which 
could, with time, mature into “some­
thing bigger”. He predicts that more 
and more moderate white South Afri­
cans would continue to reach out hands 
of friendship to the Blacks, 
perhaps such a time that there wou 
an open clash between the liberal; 
the super-racists.

The prediction, i 
coming true. The Si 
described as South Africa’s most endur-.__________ _ __

| SOUTH AFRICA

A knock on apartheid
White rugby chief’s trip to Zimbabwe jolts racists

the ranks of the SARB, an organisation 
he has headed since 1956. Besides, the 
Pretoria authorities, worried by the 
rightists’ outcry, and its possible effect 
on the forthcoming elections, have now 
waded into the controversy. Reports by 
last Wednesday were that the rugby 
officials had been summoned to Pre­
toria by the authorities.

Whatever happens, experts on South 
African political affairs believe that the 
Harare meeting, as it is, represents the 
introduction of sports as a new weapon 
against apartheid. Besides, the willing­
ness of the white rugby officials to tz” 
with the exiled ANC, without fear 
being accused of •, 
treachery, highlights , 
the increasing lack of ' 
internal cohesion with- p 
in the apartheid en­
clave. It seems to pi 
conclusively that most 
white South Afric; 
arc becoming fed 
with Pretoria’s c< 
tinuing defence of

^ANIE Craven, president of the all- 
l/white South African Rugby Board 
(SARB) thinks he can draw a strict de­
marcation between international sports 
and politics. Till now, he is saying that 

I he was in Harare, Zimbabwe last 
weekend only to “talk sports” (not poli­
tics) with fellow sports enthusiasts; that 
it was a mere coincidence (which he 
could do nothing about) that these “fel­
low enthusiasts” turned out to be mem­
bers of the banned African National 
Congress (ANC).

Many, especially the extreme-right 
conservatives and hard-core racists in 
Pretoria don’t believe him. They have 
denounced the Harare meeting as a 
“degrading spectacle”. And leaders of 
Ultra-Right Conservative Party (CP), 
and the super-racist African Resistance 
Movement have specifically vowed to 
resist all attempts to give the Blacks 
(through the ANC) a say in the control 
and administration of sports in the 
country. Their fear, observers say, is 
that given the chance, Blacks could 
outshine the whites in the game of rug­
by, a national obsession with many of 
the South Africa’s three million Afri­
caners (■"'

Such
away anyr 
the r-
ment,

ing and charismatic sports personality, 
has since the Harare meeting, been en­
gaged in a no-holds-barred verbal 
shoot-out with officials of the white­
supremacist CP and the African Resist­
ance Movement (ARM)- Andries 
Tjournicht, leader of the CP has public­
ly accused Craven of being a communist 
(a serious political sin in South Africa), 
because of his dealings with the ANC 
(which they regard as communist- 
controlled organisation). And the hate­
mongers in the ARM are clamouring 
for the prosecution of Craven and his 
colleagues for subvertion — just as Nel­
son Mandela and others were. There 
are also talks of other possible reprisals 
against Craven, from the right extrem­
ists.

But so far, the 78-year-old rugby 
veteran appears unintimidated. “I’m 
not deterred by anyone”, he told jour-....,
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In search of friends
Desperate racist leader visits Cote d'Ivoire
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crew members in the separate crashes, 
said to be India’s worst air disaster last 
Wednesday, were not so lucky. They all 
died in the mishap involving a Boeing 
737 on a domestic flight from Bombay 
and a Fokker Friendship plane operated 
by a private Indian airline. Preliminary 
reports blame pilot error and poor visi­
bility for the Fokker plane and Boeing 
737 accidents, respectively.

Air disaster, a hitherto rare occur- 
ence, had over the years risen to an 
alarming proportion. Only 48 hours be­
fore the Rome disaster Nigerian Air­
ways Boeing 737 with 125 passengers on 
board and seven crew members, had 
crashed in Port Harcourt, the Rivers 
State capital, as a result of bad weather. 
Fortunately, everyone on board 
escaped with minor injuries.

Also in this month, a Chinese airliner 
crashed into a hotel in the northern 
Shaanxi province, killing all 42 persons 
on board. The Rome and India crashc" 
tentatively bring to five incidents < 
plane crashes the world over in tl 
month of October alone.

cTjaHE game-plan has literally turned 
U Pieter Botha into a restless 

traveller. Barely a month after his well- 
publicised visits to Malawi, Mozambi­
que and Zaire-designed to end his coun­
try’s diplomatic isolation. Botha wan­
dered off to West Africa to huddle with 
an ageing friend.

He and his Foreign Minister, Pik 
Botha, stopped over (from a trio to Lis­
bon. Portugal) at Yamassukro, Cote 
d’ I voire’s new capital city to see Felix 
Houphouet Boigny. No official com­
munique was issued at the end of the 
October 15 meeting. Press sources, 
however-disclosed that the five-hour 
talk bordered on consolidating 
plomatic tics between the West Afric 
nation and the racist enclave, “* 
though sources q,,rt 
as saying that “man, 
ca, especially South

Cote
Africa has

Thirty die in air crash in Rome, 160 in India
fi\ CROSS two continents last week, 

JF^jetlmers ran into fresh harrowing 
disasters. From Uganda, (in Africa) 
through India (in Asia), it was one long- 
tale of mangled bodies, charred flesh 
and metals.

It began last Sunday at the Fiumicino 
airport near Rome, Italy. Thirty per­
sons, mostly Ugandans, were killed, 
and several others injured, following 
the crash of a Ugandan airliner, Boeing 
707, on a flight from London to Enteb­
be via Rome.

A bewildered on looker explained af­
ter the crash that the aircraft was at an 
incredibly low altitude, grazing roof 
tops of several houses with its out­
stretched landing gadgets and wings be­
fore crashing on the ground, off the run­
way at about 2335 GMT.

The wrecked aircraft which had 52 
persons on board-45 passengers and 
seven crew members had 22 survivors 
including a former Ugandan ambassa­
dor to the Vatican, Mr. John Harigye 
and three British nationals.

But the over 100 passengers, and 60

Boigny was the first African leader to 
give landing and refuelling rights to 
South African aircraft flying between 
Johannesburg and Europe. John Vos- 
ter, the former assasinated South Afri­
can Prime Minister reportedly visited 
Cote d’Ivoire in the 1960s.

Botha’s visit is seen in diplomatic cir­
cles as an achievement of sorts for Pre­
toria. On the other hand, observers be­
lieve South Africa's sudden realisation of 
its long diplomatic isolation is not with­
out good reasons. In the first place, it 
has gradually dawned on the racist gov­
ernment that its acceptance in Europe 
and international commities will be con­
tigent upon Pretoria’s acceptance in the 
continent. Already, selective economic 
sanctions against the racist enclave 
have begun to bite and it is apparent the 
apartheid regime cannot continue with­
out making otherwise costly diplomatic 
concessions.

The recent diplomatic flurry is 
cularly a Pretoria design to cut d(

________
• Houphouet-Boigny. Playing host Io a 

rejected one

regional hostilities, the assumption 
being that with some degree of regional 
acceptance.criticisms of South African 
white minority rule will lessen.

Ordinarily, most of the frontline 
states lack economic and political mus­
cle to sustain a face-off with South Afn- 
ca single-handed. They have been quite 
helpless in the face of incessant military 
harassment by the racist enclave, pur­
sued through support for anti- 
government guerrilla forces in particu­
lar. Consequently, Botha’s search for 
"friendship” with war-torn southern 
African states is unlikely to meet with 
much enthusiasm.

But quite a number of the frontline 
states (Angola, Zimbabwe, Botswana, 
Zambia and others) have been unwill­
ing to play ball. A fortnight ago, Zam­
bian leader, Kenneth Kaunda re­
assured African leaders of his govern­
ment’s hard-line posture on apartheid. 
He gave South African implementation 
of United Nations resolution 435 on 
Namibia’s independence as a pre­
condition for holding diplomatic talks 
with President Pieter Botha. Kaunda 
expressed misgivings about Botha’s cur­
rent diplomatic overtures, drawing 
attention to the Nkomati non-agression 
pact jointly signed by South Africa and 
Mozambique in 1978 which was dishon­
oured by South Africa.

Analysts contend that Botha’s efforts 
are far from earning the racist enclave 
much credit, since the real issues —the 
unconditional release of jailed ANC 
leader, Nelson Mandela and the return 
of South Africa to majority rule — are 
yet to be included in the new initiative. 
There has been more of something like 
shadow fighting than anything else.

OAU Secreiaiy General Ide Omu- 
marou, says that South Africa can only 
loin the Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) if its leaders denounce apar­
theid, release political detainees ano 
recognise liberation movements. Last 
Monday, Nigeria’s Minister of State in 
the External Affairs Ministry, Mamman 
Anka, warned that the time is not ripe 

hes for a dialogue with Pretoria. Nigeria 
of had earlier criticised Botha’s October 1 

the meeting with Zaire’s Mobutu Sese 
Seko. By Abraham Ogbodo
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As the race nears end, both candidates hope for last minute surprises

• Bush (left) Dukakis: Each holding unto his trump card
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lions of the Democratic flag bearer late­
ly went from"bad to worse. Last week, 
all the polls were suggesting thz 
out of it, that Bush has finally pi 
away and that the tide is unlikely 
change. For instance. Bush was foi 
to be ahead by as wide as 17 percv. 
points in the popular vote rating 
was also found to be gaining on his * 
in the more decisive electoral college 
vote. Current tabulations give him the 
lead in 28 states (total: 270 electoral 
votes). He is said to have locked up t‘ 
whole of the South and the West. Dul 
kis, the same polls showed, was ahead in 
only seven states (51 electoral votes).

The Democrat’s latest trouble fol­
lowed what was widely described as his 
dismal performance in the second and 
last nationally televised presidential de­
bate held in Los Angeles, October 
13. Six hundred and thirty-nine respon­
dents interviewed after the debate said 
Bush won for appearing warmer, surer 
of himself and more presidential. The

irony was that polls were showing that 
the race was getting close on account of 
his (Dukakis’s) strong performance in 
the first debate. In fact, up till the eve of 
the October 13 debate, he was trailing 
Bush, 41 to 44 per cent in the Los 
Angeles Times poll, 43 to 49 per cent in 
the Gallup poll, 48 to 51 in the Harris 
poll, 45 to 48 in US Today/CNN, 42 to 
47 in the New York Times/CBS and 45 
to 51 in the Washington Post/ABC. His 
victory in the second debate would cer­
tainly have narrowed the gap further.

The fear now is that the various un-

■ F there is any hope left for Michael 
I Dukakis to turn tnings around in this 
final lap of the US presidential race, it 
does not-appear at the moment to be 
any more concrete than his own improb­
able forecast that he, not front-runner 
George Bush, will be the first to sprint 
to the tape, come November 8. In which 
case, experts that immediately dismis­
sed it (tne forecast) as some "outward 
enthusiasm’’ needed to boost a cam­
paign hopelessly sagging in morale, are 
hardly to be said to be misguided.

It is a fact that nation-wide percep-

up", he vowed that he was "not going to 
walk away from (the) fight.’’

Among observers, there is an attitude 
that Dukakis needlessly got himself into 
this tight corner. Former President 
Richard Nixon said last week that he 
(Dukakis) has run a "pathetically 
amateurish campaign" In just sitting 
there and watching Bush batter him 
without pity, Dukakis may have in­
advertently conveyed the image of 
weakness. Again in conceding, without 
a fight, the ideological battle to Bush — 
in fact, in denying all too often that he is 
not a liberal (as. jf being a liberal is in­
herently bad), he may have succeeded 
in alienating his primary constitutency.

Still, few arc ready, asof now, to stick 
out their neck’s and proclaim that the 
race is all over.’ There are things called 
private polls (done by the two campaig­
ners which are said .to be more accurate 
at times than public opinion polls. 
Observers say that these might have 
been the polls both Bush and Dukakis 
had in mind in suggesting that the race is 
far from being locked'up. Specifically, 
the Dukakis people are saying the sup­
port bases of the two candidates are so 
soft or volatile as.to be of the sort that 
can change drastically.

Bush himself appears to be winding 
down his mudslinging assaults, for fear 
they might backfire. What this has done 
has been to open the way for Dukakis to 
mount a subtle image-hurting campaign 
of his own. He is telling audiences 
across the country that Bush is a man 
“without convictions, no ideas and 
plans.” In the swing states of the Mid­
west — the last battleground — the 
strategy is now one of raising fears ab­
out the economic future of Amei 
He has brought the competence issue 
back to the fore, tempting voters with 
the promise of turning the 140 billion 
dollar US trade deficits into a surplus by 
the end of his first term in office. And he 
has begun to star in his own television 
advertisements — an attempt to deepen 
his personal touch.

Tuesday, October 18, some good 
news reached him. A Dallas, Alabama 
tobacco shop that held a cigar popular­
ity poll (based on the idea that a purch­
ase of a one dollar cigar bearing either 
the picture of Bush or Dukakis, means a 
corresponding vote for that candidate) 
showed Dukakis beating Bush, 59 
to 41 per cent. In 1984, a similar poll was 
conducted in New York’s Grand Cen­
tral Station and Ronald Reagan beat 
Democrat Walter Mondale 54 to 46 per 
cent — exactly the margin of victory in 
that year’s presidential election.

By Chukwuemeka Gahia

favourable polls can only have the effect 
of setting off a momentum, by default, 
in favour of Bush. There is worry that 
voters will look at them (the polls) and 
get the impression that more support 
for Dukakis will not make a difference. 
Paul Kirk, national chairman of the 
Democratic party, worried that there is 
"a psychological flow from the (polls) if 
the press puts too much emphasis on 
them.”

George Washington University poli­
tical science professor Williams Adamy 
does not agree. Voters, he suggest, 
“arc more annoyed than swayed 
polls.” His idea is that they are put < 
by anything that seems to present th< 
a fait accompli.

Quite understandably, both Bush and 
Dukakis were asking their supporters to 
ignore the new polls. Bush said he is too 
much of a politician to interpret polls 
literally. Dukakis said the race is still a 
very tight one. Then, threatening to fire 
any aide that shows any sign of "letting
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No love lost
Queen Elizabeth visits Spain but political tension between the 
two kingdoms remains.
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(October 1,1969) demanding an end to 
their demand over the centuries for 
“substantial sovereignty” over the col­
ony. The 40 year-long dictatorship of 
Gen. Francisco Franco in .Madrid 
(which ended with his death in 1975) 
had also contributed to the tension in 
the British-Spanish relations. It was 
Gen. Franco, for instance, who ordered 
partial blockade against Gibraltar in 
1966. ~

Between London and Madrid, 
however, it has not all been wranglings 
and disputes. In fact, the Anglo-Spanish 
association has been a series of political 
undulations. Apart from both countries 
being members of the European Econo­
mic Community (EEC), and the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), 
the British and Spanish royal houses are 
related by marriage. Spain’s Alfonso 
VIII (in 1170) married Richard I the 
Lion-Heart, King of England’s sister, 
Eleanor. By Emenike Okorle

In all, Queen Elizabeth’s visit is wide­
ly accepted as a clear indication that 
there have in recent times 
been far-reaching improvements in the 
relations between the two former impe­
rial rivals (Britain and Spain still pride 
themselves as builders of the “two 
world’s greatest empires”). Signs of a 
thaw in relations first appeared in 1984 
when Madrid and London agreed, for 
the first time, to hold talks over Gibral­
tar (residents in the colony had voted in 
1967 to remain under Britain). Then 
two years ago, Spain’s King Juan Carlos 
and Queen Sofia made their fist official 
trip to Britain. And just last month, 
Prime Minister Thatcher herself visited 
Madrid.

Still, the issue of Gibraltar remains at 
the centre of the Spanish-British di­
plomatic storm. So far, London is not 
willing to forfeit the colony in defiance 
of the UN General Assembly resolution

signs of the decades of tension in Anglo- 
Spanish relations could still be seen. 
TTie atmosphere was reportedly 
tension-soaked as the British royal cou­
ple, Queen Elizabeth II, and her hus­
band, Prince Philip, the Duke of Edin­
burgh, arrived for their three-day offi­
cial visit (the first ever by a British 
Monarch). Perhaps, in anticipation of 
trouble or just out of deep official 
apprehension, security was unusually 
tight. Wherever the royal visitors went, 
in and around Madrid, two police heli­
copters hovered just above their motor­
cade.-

Later, at the Spanish Cortes (parlia­
ment), Speaker Felix Pons made a 
veiled reference to the still-unresolved 
dispute over the British-ruled Gibraltar 
(claimed by Spain) but in British posses­
sion since 1704.
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Quashing the quacks
Influx of unregistered estate agents leads to litigation
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Successful dealings with informal agents border cn luck

By Lucky Flakpa
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Mr Biodun Akin, administrative 
officer with Nigerian Ports Authority, 
Apapa says it is an everyday affair In 
February this year, he paid N1.965 OU, 
including N15 registration fee and N150 
commission, to an informal agent 
Olodi Apapa in Lagos State, to assist 
getting a two-bedroom apartment. But 
he soon discovered that the agent had 
no right to let the property in question. 
Biodun lost the commission and reg­
istration fee. Even so, he was only able 
to recover the rent in several instal­
ments.

Informed by these developments, 
Idudu says the present governing coun­
cil of NIESV visited the Works and 
Housing Minister, Alhaji Mamman 

tagora early this year where he was 
palely briefed and he did promise 
.udy the situation. There is no in-

NOM Export is not alone in its dilem­
ma. When it comes to sales or letting of 
properties, the unholy activities of some 
of these agents become more notorious. 
A military captain who thought he 
could use them as a short cut for solving 
his housing problem had to approach 
Jide Taiwo & Co., a registered agent at 
Apapa Lagos, for the same issue after 
falling victim,

^FHE activities of some informal 
I estate agents are fast becoming a 

source of agony to most Nigerians. 
Even corporate bodies are not left out.

In June last year, NOM Export Li­
mited, exporters of cocoa had wanted to 
know the true net book value of its 
assets in its Ondo State office al Akure 
to ensure proper accounting practice. 
NOM contacted Akingba and Associ­
ates, a firm of "estate sur­
veyors and valuers" also in 
Akure to value the com­
pany’s properties. The firm 
with registration number 
588, purportedly issued by 
the Nigerian Institution of 
Estate Surveyors and 
Valuers (NIESV), com­
menced work after the con­
tract was sealed and came 
out with a valuation esti­
mate of N25O.OOO for the 
company’s assets. And by 
the official one per cent as 
service fee, the firm was en­
titled to collect N2.500.

But the valuation seems • 
not to have satisfied NOM , 
Export which doubted the 
firm’s competence and au­
thenticity. In June this year. ’ 
the issue came to the notice w , 
of the Estate Surveyors 
Registration Board (ESRB) and was 
promptly reported to NIESV. Mr. Joe 
Idudu, a chartered surveyor with 
Knight Frank and Rutley (KFRN) 
Lagos who is also the second national 
Vice President of NIESV and chairman 
Professional Practice Committee of the 
institution says, NIESV quickly man­
dated ESRB to investigate the issue. It 
was found that Akingba and Associates 
never existed in the institution’s regis­
ter. The certificate together with .the 
number and seal were all said to have 
been forged.

Ordinarily, the case would have been 
left for NOM Export and the firm to 
slug out. But Idudu, recalling his loss of 
£600 to uncertified estate agents in 
1972, felt that NIESV must take up the 
issue legally to serve as a deterrent.In 
this regard, the legal unit of NIESV has 
been detailed to institute legal action 
against Akingba Associates as soon as 
thorough investigations are concluded.

dication that the ministry has any form 
of control over unregistered estate 
agents. Also, critics of NIESV say that 
dishonest practitioners exist even in 
NIESV. Some claim that NIESV is war­
ring against unregistered agents so as to 
run a monopoly in the industry. But 
NIESV, by a 1975 decree establishing 
the institution, may have monopoly in 
estate surveying anu valuation,though 
that dr.es not include letting out prop­
erty .

However, if the shady activities of 
quacks are known to the likes of Mr. 
Akin, why do they continue to patronise 

says an official of the them? Mr. Dayo Lekan of Guin­
ness Nigeria Limited, Ikeja 
says, shortage of accom­
modation, nearness of these 
agents which makes for con­
venience, and the fact that 

registered agents are ex- 
isive, are among the 
sons why they are patro­

nised. For example, in 
January this year, he had 
attempted to use the ser­
vices of registerred agents 
to get a three-bedroom 
apartment in Ogba or Ikeja 

, for an annual rent not ex- 
I ceeding N3.000. But all the 

houses made available by 
these agents were far above

I his means. He then reg- 
. istered with one Okunsaga

& Co., an informal agent in 
** Oregun, Lagos State who in 

the second week ot 
April this year got him one at 
Ifako Agege for N3.270 including N2O 
registeration fee and N250 commission.

In a success story such as this the in­
formal agents are known to reap unde­
served profits. Landlords are made to 
pay the same service fee as the tenants. 
And where they arc made to collect 
rents, the service fee ranges from 10 tc 
20 per cent of rent collected. Some du­
bious ones may never remit the rent to 
landlords and where they do, remitt­
ances to landlords are made piece-meal 
says an official of REXACO, an unreg­
istered agent along Ojo road, Apapa, 
Lagos.

But Idudu emphasizes that successful 
dealings with these agents border 
mostly on luck. Even then, that ot reg­
istered agents, in his words is virtually 
free since property owners are by law 
made to pay the service fee of five per 
cent of the annual rent.



In aid of the farmers
Government plans insurance scheme to check agricultural risks

A

• Nasko: A plea tor the concretisation of pledges By Felix Obanya

_ ®
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farmers, if the Federal Government’s 
new insurance sch^mtf comes through 
The programme, the’ Nigerian Agri­
cultural Insurance Scheme (NAIS), is 
cxpectpd to upset farm losses resulting 
from natural mishaps, as well as help 
facilitate increased Credit to farmers. To 
manage the scheme, the Nigerian Agri­
cultural Insurance- Agency (NAIA) was 
established in December. 1987. The 
Agency, manag'ed’by Nigerian Insur­
ance Corporation of Nigeria, (NICON) 
will have the Federal Government 
provide 70 per cent £>f the capital base 
while the central bank.picks up five per 
cent. Other participating institutions — 
state governments, banks, insurance 
and oil firms are. contributing the re­
maining 25 per cent.

Out of the capital base of N200m, the 
Federal Government has already 
pledged to keep its share of N140 mil­
lion in the reserve fund of the fifth 
national development plan. Though the 
other participants have been adequately 
briefed, says a NAIA source, their 
pledges have not been redeemed. While 
inaugurating NAIA’S board of directors 
in Abuja on October :12, the Agricul­
ture, Water Resources and Rural De­
velopment Minister, Major General 
Gado Nasko implored members to use 
their influence to make other participat­
ing institutions concretize their pledges. 
In the interim, a N50m fund has been 
earmarked for the Agency’s initial take­
off. Of this amount, the Federal Gov­

ernment has already disbursed N41.5m 
to NAIA.

The Agency i 
wide, and will Gf 
mercially viable 
But the risks covei 
and physical disasters pertaining to pro­
duction. So that losses resulting from 
flood or drought would be paid for. 
However, claims cannot be made for 
losses due to price fluctuations and pro­
duction shortfalls. Accordingly, only 
two grains, rice and maize, will be pro­
jected from germination to physiologic­
al maturity.

But the average minimum insurable 
acreage has not been specificed. There 
is fear among some critics and observers 
that the insurance company may require 
that insurers hold large farm which may 
be to the detriment of small farmers. 
However, the premium rates are be­
tween 5 per cent and 8 per cent of the 
insured amount.

Livestock insurance takes into cogni­
sance also the risk associated with 
breeding. The cover duration for cattle 
is one year, renewable on an annual 
basis. For poultry, day-old chicks are 
covered up to 72 weeks for layers and 
hatchery birds and limited to 10 weeks 
for broilers. The premium for sums in­
sured is between 3.5 per cent and 7.5 
per cent.

All chargeable premiums were origi­
nally planned to be subsidized by gov­
ernment to the tune of 50 per cent. But 
government has tended to back away 
because of the prohibitive cost of such

• Maize: Protected by the scheme 
subsidy. It now appears that only 
peasants will enjoy this gesture, while 
commercial farmers may have to pay 
full premium for any coverage.

For farmers seeking credit facilities 
from financial institutions, NAIA’s 
policy is mandatory. NAIA hopes that 
such a mechanism will guarantee better 
farm supervision and increase flow’df 
funds to farmers. The Agency is con­
vinced that this strategy will attract 
more patronage, especially from small 
farmers. Already, media campaigns are 
on to attract attention to the scheme. 
According to a source at NAIA, 
although farmers have started knocking 
at the door but most of the enquiries are 
from commercial operators.

Even with such responses however, 
not many farming organizations-fire 

”hey contend that only com- 
lers stand a good chance.

nee is that NAIA’s deliberate 
>f coverage of high-risk areas, 
peasants from the benefits.

> fear that NAIA may peg the 
_______ irms it would cover, an issue 
many think.could make the scheme.a 
“big farmer’s” affair. But NAIA is con­
vinced that all categories of farmers are 
catered for. Some farmers’ associations 
agree that the government’s plan is 
laudable. However, their grudge js tfoat 
in planning the scheme, peasants;w<?re 
not consulted. According to Chief 
Jones A. Alajo, secretary-general of the 
Nigerian Farmers’ Organisation, the ex­
clusion of farmers or their representa­
tives in planning the scheme could ham­
per its success. His prophesy would be 
ominous: “We are waiting to see how 
the scheme will work out without far­
mers’ co-operation.”
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Since the early 80s when the down turn in the Nigerian 
economy started as a result of gross mismanagement, suc­
cessive administrations have initiated a number of socio­
economic policies to restructure the economy. But in for­
mulating these policies, inadequate attention was paid to 
the Finance-and Investment sector until 1986 when the 
present military government came up with bold but painful 
policies such as SFEM (later FEM), and SAP, with emph­
asis on finance and investment, to tum the economy round.

The economy recorded a significant expansion in out­
put in the first half of the current year relative to the same 
period in 1987. The output of the manufacturing sub-sector 
has continued to rise while those of agriculture and crude 
oil has shown appreciable recovery after the declines re­
corded in 1987.

The impressive performance in these sectors 
however, accompanied by increased strain on govemmc 
finances and the balance of payments. Furthermore, the 
money supply accelerated considerably, mainly as a result 
of the increase in the banking system credit; while the price 
level continued to soar due partly to food shortages arising 
from the lean harvests of 1987, and partly from rising cost of 
production.

The Nigerian finance and investment sector expanded 
during the first half of 1988, as four new banks (two com­
mercial and two merchant) and nine stock brokerage firms 
commenced operation. The two commercial banks are 
state-owned. They are Eko International Bank and Inlak 
Bank, while the two merchant banks are the Fidelity Union 
Merchant Bank and Alpha Merchant Bank. The new nine 
stock brokerage companies brought the total number to 42 
as at the end of June 1988. Tile new entrants are the 
Mainland Trust Limited, Unit Trust Securities Limited, 
Unique Securities and Finance Company Limited, Trust 
Security Limited and Transglobe Investment and Finance 
Company Limited. Others are Finance Company Limited, 
Continental and Allied Company Limited and Equity 
Securities Limited.

Commercial and Merchant
Banks

The banking sector of the Nigerian economy has been 
championing the finance and investment side of the eco­
nomy. There is no doubt that iust like the Nigerian pub­
lishing sector, the growth of both commercial and merchant 
banks in Nigeria has been unprecedented. Since the begin­
ning of this year, there has been a noticeable growth in the 
number of banks in the country. As at the last count, 10 
more banks have joined their counterparts in this business 
in 1988 alone. Thus, bringing the total number of banks in 
Nigeria to 33 commercial banks with a network of 1,483 
branches spread all over the federation.

However, this number is inadequate for the country. 
The existence of 33 banks means that one bank serves 2.4

million customers, or a branch for 53,944 persons. It is in 
recognition of the important role played by banks as the 
bedrock of economic growth that the government is en­
couraging the establishment of more banks, especially in 
the rural areas where over 70 per cent of Nigerians reside.

The banking institution is the key pillar of the 
Nigerian economic growth and development, since it pro­
vides business organisations with credit facilities for financ­
ing investments, thereby providing the mechanism for 
growth of the the organisations.

However, care must be taken in the approval granted 
by the Federal Military Government in. setting up more 
banks without exercising control on the existing ones.

Other financial institutions
Available information on the other financial institu­

tions, apart from the commercial and merchant banks, in 
the first half of 1988 suggest a mixed result: while some 
achieved growth, others recorded declines. The Nigerian 
Industrial Development Bank (NIDB) during the period 
under review showed that out of the N81.4 million 
approved loans, textile industry received the highest 
share of N37.4 million or 45.9 per cent of the total package. 
Similar picture can be seen in the Nigeria Agricultural and 
Co-operative Bank (NACB). Out of a total of N366.1 
million made available as at the end of March 1988, loans 
and advances accounted for N365.1 million or 99.7 p< 
while the remaining N1.0 million or 0.3 per cent w< 
investments.

For the first three months of 1988, total loans of N5.2 
million were disbursed by the Federal Mortgage Bank of 
Nigeria (FMBN) out of which N5.5 million or 6.8 per cent 
went to co-operatives.

The insurance companies also made substantial input 
into finance and investment. Out of the 87 registered insur­
ance companies in Nigeria, 57 presented their annual re­
ports. Loans and advances granted by the 52 companies by 
the end of March 1988 shows a total of N127.8 million. A 
breakdown shows that construction and mortgage loans 
accounted for N76.3 million or 59.7 per cent, manufactur­
ing and agro-allied industries received N4.1 million or 3.2 
per cent, while the shares of agriculture and services 
together accounted for only 0.5 per cent of the total. The 
balance of N39.7 million of 31.1 per cent went to other 
categories of borrowers. Total investments stood at 
N492.2 million at end of March 1988. Of this amount, 
N240.6 million or 48.8 per cent was invested in government 
securities, while private sector securities absorbed N251.6 
million, representing 51.2 per cent of total investments. 
Insurance funds of the reporting companies amounted to 
603.3 million naira. There are other private entrepreneurs 
who are engaged in finance and investment business. They 
include Centre Point Investments, Global Finance Li-
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to be derived from non-oil exports was allocated to the 
private sector. A total of $3,935 billion was earmarked for 
the funding of the Foreign Exchange Market (FEM), while 
$1,711 billion was designated for external debt servicing. 
Finally, $300 million was to be transferred to the external 
reserve, while $258 million was provided for contingencies.

Equally, a debt conversion programme was estab­
lished in the concerted effort to lessen pressure on the 
external sector. The aims of the programme include: reduc­
tion in the stock of Nigeria’s external debt; attraction of 

tors who otherwise will not consider Nigeria a 
_  attractive place to invest; promotion of new 

investments with export bias; conversion to cash for the 
r...rr<QSe of making gift/grant to Nigerian entities amongst

ers.
Negotiations for a multi-year rescheduling, with a 

grace period of two years was commenced between Nigeria 
and its uninsured creditors in order to further ease the debt 
service burden in 1988.

Balance of payments
The pressure on the balance of payments arising main­

ly from tnc huge debt burden continued through the first 
half of 1988. Available data shows that the overall deficit 
stood at N6599.9 million during the review period com­
pared with N2842.8 million in the corresponding period in 
1987. As in previous years, the overall deficit was financed 
through the deferment of debt service payments (to the 
tune of N6444.1 million in the review period), as well as a 
draw-down from the external reserves to the tune of 
N1107.0 million.

However, the surplus in the current account rose by 
N774.1 million or 31.6 per cent during the review period, an 
indication that the existing external sector policy measures 
aimed at export promotion, expenditure switching and re­
duction, appeared to be yielding the desired results. Avail­
able data show that total exports during the period stood at 
N15,161.1 million, representing an increase of 15.4percent 
over the level in the corresponding period of 1987, while 
total imports amounted to N8.635.3 million, or 90.8 per 
cent, while the share of non-oil exports was approximately 
9.0 per cent, or N1397.4 million. A disaggregation of total 
imports into major categories revealed that raw materials 
and capital goods account for approximately 70 per cent; 
while the share of finished goods was about 30 per cent. 
These developments were indications of the relative alloca­
tion efficiency of the Foreign Exchange Market (FEM) 
over administrative controls

Foreign Exchange Market (FEM) 
and SAP

The FEM featured thirteen bidding sessions during the 
first half of the year during which US $1,530 million was 
offered for sale. Demands by authorised dealers at the 
sessions based on the prescribed ceiling for each dealer 
amounted to $1,837.0 million. There was thus an unsatis­
fied demand totalling US $307.1 million, which contributed 
to the considerable downward pressure on the naira value.

While the naira rallied at five of the thirteen sessions, it 
closed the period down by 4.0 per cent on the basis of the 
central rate at the end of December 1987. On the average, 
the naira declined from N4.1413 = US $1.0 at the end of 
December 1987 to N4.3131 = US $1.0 at the end of June.

& reshe- ,

mited, Inneh-mic Holdings, Fair Bond and Pinnacle Hold­
ings.

Debt management 
duling

New issues of Federal Government securities during 
the first half of the year indicated considerable expansion in 
treasury bills but a sharp decline in treasury certificates. . 
There were no new issues of development stocks in the tion in the stc 
period. New issues of treasury bills amounted to N50.4 foreign investc 
billion, representing an increase of 21.7 per cent over the atJ
level in the corresponding period of 1987, while those of •••
treasury certificates amounted to N200.0 million, showing a purpose c
decline of 29.8 per cent below its level in the corresponding others,
period of 1987. N-_

Repayment of maturing treasury bills in the period grace peril 
amounted to N50.4 billion, exactly the value of the and its urn
new issues, while discounts stood at N4.0 billion. Transac­
tions in development stock in the period featured sales of 
N289.3 million and redemptions ot maturing stocks valued 
at N150.0 million.

Generally, a balanced foreign exchange budget was 
adopted in order to strengthen the external sector and 
improve the balance of payments position Consec -

SV 4«P,roA?cte.d aggregate foreign exchange eat,.,. 
US $7,404 billion in 1988, $1.2 billion which was expc

lai’s.
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ForeiG^ BimvesUmetnifts
Al an average of US $493.2 million per month during 

the first half of 1‘ 88, foreign investment increased by 67.9 
per cent over its level in the same period of 1987. There was 
also a rise of 33.3 per cent in investment income from an 
average of US $3.3 million in the first six months of 1987 to 
US $4.4 million during the review period. The external 
debt service payments during the period totalled US 
$1079.0 million, showing an increase of 189.7 per cent over 
the US $372.4 million recorded during the corresponding 
period of 1987.

The government continues its reconciliation of Export 
\gency (ECA) claims during the period while bi- 
jreements were signed with 14 ECA bodies. Prom­
ts valued at US $648.0 million were issued during 
,w period while US $1.0 million was capitalised on 
—y notes. Despite the present military administra- 
.v.t at encouraging foreign investors into the coun-

The rate of depreciation was even more marked in the auton­
omous market, where the inter-bank rate declined from 
N4.5291 = US $1.10 in December 1987 to N6.6038 = US 
$1.0 in June, 1988. Thus, in percentage terms, the arbitrage 
gap between FEM and the autonomous market widened 
from 6.6 to 57.6 per cent during the first half of 1988.

In order to alleviate the situation, the Central Bank 
employed various measures including moral suasion, strict 
monitoring of authorised dealers and occasional purchases 
of autonomous funds, to support the naira value. A total of 
US $25.4 million was purchased from the inter-bank to 
fund FEM during the first half of the year.

There is perhaps some truth in the feeling in some 
informed quarters that the recent upbeat trend in the tough 
posture of the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN) towards 
authorised dealer banks in the Foreign Exchange Market is 
a clear index of the bank’s growing frustration in dealing 
with a situation that is out of control.

That banking has, despite the Structural Adjustment 
Programme (SAP) and its consequent negative effects on 
the growth of most sectors of the economy, remained very 
attractive to investors is no longer news. Except for a few of 
them, all the commercial banks are making huge profits 
regardless of the services they render.

The contentious issue is not just large profits itself, but 
how they are made. It is a matter that can be said to be at 
the court of public opinion, with strong views held by both 
the critics and the banks. It is widely believed that most of 
the foreign exchange transactions are conducted without 
due regard for the law and at the expense of the value of the 
naira.

Foreign Exchange flow
According to the Central Bank of Nigeria’s First Half 

Report of 1988, the total foreign exchange inflow in the 
country was N14,675.0 million (US $3,479.4 million) as 
against N13.211.1 million (US $3,132.3 million) in the same 
period of 1987. Of this amount, revenue from oil was 
Nil,244.4 million (US $2,666.0 million) while revenue 
from non-oil exorts amounted to N2,189.0 million (US 
$2,996.1 million) This represented an increase of Nl,691.0 
million in the corresponding period of 1987, while the 
foreign exchange transactions during the first half of 1988 
resulted ih-a'het outflow of Nl,015.9 million.

• Ahmed: The banks are Nigeria's pillars of economic growth 

through the formulation of new economic policies such 
_ _jM, trade liberalisation and discriminative tariff struc- 
re for imports, Nigeria’s external volume of trade is yet to 
tness any significant change.

This worrisome situation has led the government to 
quickly dispatch its chief spokesman, Chief Olu Falae, to 
London and Washington to educate the investors on the 
open dooi policy, currency devaluation and trade liberalisa­
tion that have recently been introduced'in the economy as 
well as to seek the support of the international financial 
institution for many government policies and projects that 
are yet to take off : * L

From all indications, one can rightly say that the trip 
has been a successful one. To add to thisSuccess story is the 
new recognition recently accorded Nigeria as a new mem­
ber of International Development Association (IDA). 
Nigeria is now qualified to enjoy all the privileges of the 
Association which include granting of loan facility at a 
very low interest rate payable in between 20-50 years 
period. There is also the promise by the World Bank affili­
ate, International Finance Corporation (IFC) to join Mobil 
Nigeria in financing the, Akwa-Ibom Gas project Eket, put 
at $900 million.

In addition to this is Mr. William Pyrie, the IFC Vice 
President’s statement during his recent visit to Nigeria of 
financing some small/medium scale enterprises to the tune 
of between US $100 and 750 thousand dollars. However, 
with the new wind of change in the finance and investment 
industry in Nigeria, coupled with the willingness of the 
International Financial System to aid the socio-economic 
growth process in Nigeria, Africa’s most populous country 
is on the right route to development as long as the general 
will of the nation is put above selfish and individual interest?.

By Talwo Toyln Rotlml, with Tunde Aklnola
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Intentions cry for commercialization
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• From far left. RayEkpu.AladeOdunowu, Wole Soyinka, Yemi 
Ogunbiyi and Fumi Dele Giwa at the lecture
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It was never in do ubt that 

Nigeria had the talents to 
open up fresh vistas of 
technology. But the gov­
ernment and private inves­
tors must be concentrating 
their attention in another 
direction.

memorial lecture 
Nigerian Institute 
national Affairs.

Here again, apparently 
in reference to press 
allegations touching on 
his headship of the Road 
Safety Corps, Soyinka cal­
led for a higher sense of re- 

jerian portorial restraint.
(NBA) "You can scoop in the sew­

er, to scoop up whatever 
happens to be going. If 
you scoop today, should I 
look for a deeper sewer 

ui that tomorrow?" 
on the The launchir - ’
Soyinka maker, a novel  
S10.000 magazine editor, 

Z’.len Ezekiel was jr 
the event organise 
Newswatch Communica­
tions.
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Maritime body
drowned

Maritime Reporters Association rf 
Nigeria (MARAN) last week organised 
a workshop on “National Shipping Poli­
cy: One Year After”. The workshop 
attracted papers from representatives!!! 
shipping companies, including the Nige- 
rian Shipping Line (the national car 
rier). Their verdict was the same 
National Maritime Authority’s (NMAI 
performance is zero.

However, all the speakers agreed that 
the NMA needs the co-operation of all 
especially the shipping lines and the 
shippers council (owners of cargoes), 
for a successful implementation of the 
shipping policy

Highest Price/Eanungi 
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Shares
17/10'88
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Bentworth Finance
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O
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Alfa Communications Limited is fol­
lowing up its publication Nigeria Bank­
ing Annual with the launching of a new 
book Nigeria Insurance Annual on 
Thursday, October 27.

The 180-page Annual condtains “who 
is who” in the insurance industry, as 
well as, information, and data on the 
insurance industry. In addition, it will 
offer a critical appraisal of the business.

was optimistic that the company would 
be in a position to pay dividends in then 
next financial year.

Some win some 
loose (son)

Standard Organisation of Nigeria 
(SON)on October 14 in Lagos awarded 
13 firms the Nigerian Industrial Stan­
dard (NIS) certificate in recognition of 
the quality of their products. This 
annual ritual has the certificate for the 
first time classified as gold, silver and 
ordinary.
Consistent winnig of the NIS 
for upward of ten years by a 
ifies it for gold, five to nine yeai 
while the ordinary certificate v 
to those winning for the first t 
for consecutive four years, 
year, four companies got the 
silver and seven ordinary.
Seven companies that could not main­
tain the presenbed standards after win­
ning the NIS award last year had their 
certificate withdrawn.

R.T Briscoe (Nig) Limited recorded 
a turnover of N23.28 million during the 
financial year ended March 31,1988, as 
against N 11.34 million recorded in the 
previous year. This represents an in­
crease of N11.94 million or 105 percent. 
Operating profit for the year also went 
up from N1.34 million in 1978 to N8.43 
million representing a 529 percent in­
crease.
Notwithstanding the impressive show­
ing, the company, according to its chair­
man, Alhaji Shehu Musa, could not de­
clare dividend as a result of accumu­
lated losses of N8.38 million which had 
to be deducted from the N8.43 million 
profit for the year thus leaving about 
N50,000 as loss carried forward for the 
year. Dividends were last paid in the 
1981/82 financial year but the chairman o Financial Accountant: Qualification. 

AC A, ACM A. ACCA aged between 30 
and 36 years. Experience in the use of 
IBM system 34 will be advantageous 
Contact: Executive Selection Division. 
Coopers & Lybrand Associates Li­
mited., P.O. Box 42, Lagos.

® General Manager: Must be a pro­
fessional Insurance Executive with ten 
years experience in Insurance Broker­
age. Contact: Chairman (Insurance) 
P.O. Box 2717, Marina, Lagos.

o General Manager: Qualification, 
BSC or HND in Mechanical: or.Metal- 
lurgical Engineering with seven years 
experience and not below 35^'ears. 
MBA degree will be an advantage?' 
tact, the Advertiser, Shipbreakmr 
ecutive, P.O. Box 2646, Lagos.
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Ife inhabitants rededicate themselves at the Olojo festival
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201 festivals in Ile- 
mour of gods and 

goddesses which crowd 
the major part of the Yoru­
ba mythological sphere. 
The Olojo ranks as the 
most important, followed 
probably by the Edi festiv­
al, in honour of Moremi, 
the Ife heroine. To many Ife 
sons and daughters, out­
side the town or at home.it 
is a period of homecoming 
or reunion which may out­
strip the excitement gener­
ated by other conventional 
festivals like Christmas. 
Rams are killed in many

The 
speci 
Osh ~ 
shrine, 
embov.... 
dog and 
hanging, 
sword.

Said Dr. Omotoso 
Eluyemi, the Apena of Ife: 
"The Ooni's person 
sword, his sword of authc

is rededicated to C3 
that day. That is the crux, 
the whole ceremony at Oke 
mogun."

The Olojo festival is one

• The Ooni of Ife performing ntes at the festival 
their loyalty) is a re- homes in celebration of the 

lactment of Ogun's angry event. A representative of 
jarture from the palace the Governor of Ohio in the 
the spot when he was United States attended 

iroved for breaking the Saturday's ceremony.
-Ja Iwa, the calabash of Not far away within the 

destiny, used for taking same town, the drum­
sacrifice to Olodumare, beats convey no magic or 

>en paiace Supreme Being, meaning to the people of
ling out a accordin9 to traditions. Modakeke, migrants from 
»r the Ooni Now the sacrifice is taken Oyo with whom Ife has 

;— been involved in bloody 
feuds. The people do not 
celebrate the four day long 
Olojo festival. The bound­
ary between both com- 
 munities is hardly obvious 

sn lies to outsiders. On one side of 
lark his the brook.said to represent 

the boundary, is the char­
red remains of a building 

 from previous conflicts. On 
rconal the other side, two 
«,aor- medium-sized trees hold 
Ogun out on the tips of their bran- 

:rux of ches small purple flowers 
the communities.

 ppeared in public. 
In the past too, this was the 
period a lot of marriages 
took place in Ile-Ife be­
cause of its reputation for 
fertility. The three times' 
movement to the Oke- 
mogun shrine, (the Ooni 

part of the whole thing, personally undertook the 
people say. The beaded journey twice, the second at< 
------ 3, the Aare, is itself a time the following Monday 

whose coming out on when chiefs re-pledged
.  Jay causes the rain to
trumpets and fall. Some chiefs are 
the expectant assigned the duty to 

» and more Ife "catch" the rain and this 
in their par- ranks as one of the high-

i the very 
respondents, \

14 and 17 at Ife. At  
~)gun, the Yoruba god of 
ion to his name was itself 

tural journey back to the 
original pathfinder. Read

RN age-long festival, dating from 
nings of time, according to local re 

re-enacted between October ’ 
centre of the festival was Oc 
iron. The festival of rededicatic 
a mental, spiritual and culti 
origins, for Ogun was the 
on.

It is 3 o'clock on Satur­
day, October 18. The 
palace (Afin) of the Ooni of crown, 

ilready aswirl with spirit 3 
□unds of talking that d< 
and trumpets and ' ’’

- positions, 
it of the 

rhen the 
id that 

on the way hav- 
;d dressing up 

shrine. The
or messen- 

>t whom, the 
are painted 
on one sidi 
sent the didc- 

■lexions of Oran- 
, a historical ruler, 
into the open palace 

compound, floggir 
clear pathway for 
with sticks. A little before 5 
p.m., Oba Okunade Si- 
juade Olubuse II, 58, 
emerges, the crown glitter­
ing on his head. Shouts of 
Kabiyesi-o-o rend the air. 
The Ooni acknowledges 

3°?n with a raised sceptre. His 
face is hardly visible k 
hind the lower strands 
the crown.

The Ooni, flanked by 
■'^radic chiefs, walks towards the 
iuwJW Oke-mogun, the jubilating ity is rededi 
clouds crowd moving along in a that day. The 

luration of the cere- wave or lining the route. In 
The falling of the the past, this was one of 
ut'day is actually the few

palace (. 
Ife is al 
the sour 
drums Cu 
the surge of 1 
crowd. More 
households in their par­
ticular style and fan fare as 
well as visitors from near 
and as far as wherever Ife tlmG J 
holds mythic sway con- Octobt 
tinue to arrive in a steady the r» 
stream. The Enuwa square maY- 1 
(palace square) has been Per
pitched with improvised Back to 
stands for dance bands the excit 

' ■ ■ crowd he!;
word

I moment tfte < 
the Ooni in9 
week of 

js for 
year 

crown

ranks as c------- ----------„
lights of the festival.
Placed conveniently some- 

towards the end of 
,ber, the behaviour of 
rains during Olojo 

, however, be typical 
period.

> their 
stands for dance bands me excitement 
and other groups of merry- crowd heightens wl 
makers. word sweeps arounc

The anticipated moment the Ooni is on the v~ 
draws near, when the Ooni *n9 finished 
breaks one long week of before an inner: 
solitary communion with Oba's Haris 
the gods and emerges for some ol 
the only time in the year u u
with the conical crown W1?j c“a"c 
made up of elaborate and sai, to represt 
colourful beadwork, the reFlt comP‘®xl( 

| Aare, on his head. Sudden- miy°n- " 
ly. a few minutes later, 
dark clouds roll across the ~~ 
sky. True to the foresha­
dowed intent, the rains 
come pouring down. Eve­
ryone rushes for the next 
available shelter. But the 
visitor is consoled by the 
indigenes with the words: 
"Don't worry. It will sor‘" 
stop. It normally rains 1 
this during the Olojo fes­
tival".

They are proved right. 
1 After. ..a. few sporadic- 

efforts, the rains withdraw 
Io the bosom of the t 
for the duration of the 
many. Th 
rairrthat-

ling 
is a

http://home.it
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Overheard

—king 
lonstra- 
’v3 reg- 
— vocal

get 
tion, 
the  
Nwankwo.

those years "no-one from a 
decent home will contem­
plate making a career from 
singing," she opted for 
broadcast journalism.Suc- 
cumbing to the strong urge 
to become an artiste, she 

rnded the spiritual 
id clapping, as 
school-girl con-

I-
Young, 

<££ committed 
and Black

°after Oheir’state ^AJHEN , ’he
Colonel Godwin ™ sought for new-L.™„ 

Nigerians are eventually 
found, Olisa Agbakoba, 
34, and 
wo, 26, 
the  
graduates of t 
of Nigeria, the,  
ed beyond the usu< 
fessional concern fox 
tive J 
sensitive fic^ < 
rights violaf—

> I shall be leaving very soon for a very personal reason.
— Captain Jurgen Scharnberg, present West German 
occupant of late Dele Giwa’s house in Ikeja.

> The law has been made, nobody can do anything about 
it, no bagga can change it.
— Yusuf Mammon, Press Secretary to the CGS, before 
his unauthorised closure of the Press Centre in the Pres­
idential lounge of the Murtala Muhammed Airport was 
reversed.

> If the press is free, we do not need a constitution.
— Olu Onagoruwa, a constitutional lawyer.

President and Nwank- "beauty inside," is her 
:°sSe,aIY °‘ *he 0I9a’ "Por'Miana, this .t«Ud 

Within that year, CLO at revival meetings back in 
has picked up some credits Monrovia. And because in 
which include securing the those years "nc 
release of the following: 
Joseph Odogu, last March, 
after eight years in deten- 

led robbery 
:t; Kanwa Kyauta, in 
fter 10 years in de- lo oecome < 

in, and 22 out of 70 ^^endec 
they claim are ille- • 9 9 

Id at Kinkin. CLO

O GROUP of studf 
Zn\all in form
attracted j ** *’ 
the recently concluded Sci­
ence and Technology Fair 
in Lagos. They were in­
vited to the exhibition after 
winning the 1987 edition of 
the National 'Young Scien­
tist" competition held in 
Port Harcourt, Rivers State.

Master Kingsley Peter 
and Miss 
from Govemmen 
dory School, Eke 
Ibom State came : 
their Abbe Toothj 
try named afU 
Governor, Cv,vur? 
Abbe.

Second at the 'Young 
Scientist" competition was 
Jacob D. Lezor, from Bira- 
biri Memorial Grammer 
School, Bori, Rivers State. 
He demonstrated the pos­
sibility of the maximum 
use of sugar cane as 
the local raw material in 
the manufacture of alcoho­
lic drinks, printer's ink, 
edible jam, oral rehydra­
tion therapy solution, and 
gum.

Chumr 
Nwosu an 
Adim frox 
emment 
Owerri, stc 
girls who 
position at the competi­
tion. Their work was in the 
production of electrolytes 
from local raw materials.

The last but by no means 
the least on the honours 
roll were Messrs Adeyemi 
Saburi and Sogunlc Ola- 
jide from Premier Gram­
mer School, Abeokuta 
with their Thermo Conven­
tional Dxyer. Their drive was , 
to help find a solution to the ■

the move that 
sure of a penal 
-Oko Island in 
: Ocean on

• Kingsley and Gladys: In the forefront of the science drive

Science whixx-kids
lents, problem of removing mois 

  five, ture from grains and othc
1 some attention at farm produce, especially gany held at
itly concluded Sci- during the rainy season by spearheaded I

• Fahnbulleh: Very much intere­
sted in the environment

become one of 
foremost xnusi- 

iatta, 40, is cur- 
i Lagos to put 

touches to her 
im entitled 'Just 4

certs to 
Liberia's __ 
cians. Miattc

The beauty ^in-n 1 
within Falhu'

Though her music is 
I OUR years ago was a mostly romantic, she in- 

' turning point in the life sjsts "I'm very much in- 
Miatta Fahnbullah. She terested in my environ- 

refused to follow ment. How can you be 
. me uuiiv loilwtte of com- somewhere and not care?”

w/'in b‘n?hrrdha^,^aywb^to further their hl iX^ part in a public demons!—-

s-ssmc-s ftasaws; SJaaS2 one isn t ioeus.ng a teni.on j
concentrating onVhe beauty ByO^yoA^
inside." she says. The Humphry B'Uw

farmers.
The young 

may be tomorrow's tecL 
nological wonder-workers; 
who knows?

imy Miss- Adaobi 
and Miss Chlnyoro 
.om Federal Gov- 
t Girls' College, 

tood in for the 16 
> won the third 
at the competi- 
work was in the 

i of electrolytes

after eight years in 
tion as an armed rc 
suspect; Kanwa Kyauta, 
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lois- tentiox 
.her persons t 
iHy gaii3 ■ *

. spearheaded t 
led to the closi 

scientists colony on Ita-( 
>w's tech- the Atlantic 

September 30.
Membership has grown - 

to 200 with three trustees, a 
board of governors, and an :' fl 
advisory council (patrons). JB 
The fledgling organisation <  
still operates from Agbako- 
ba's office "for manage­
mentconvenience . It will 

raently rectuile aboul *200.0001 to
- ?i:ka™Od'oC:f“y°ran

„ Ott~ the1 headquarters", says

'nd Clement Nwank*
J, are certain to make 
number. Both law 

■ - -• - - of the University 
hey have pitch- 
the usual pro- 

ional concern for lucra- —iqur years ago was a mostly ~x 
practice to enter the f turning point in the life sists "l'i 

ntive field of human el— *

Cta Saturday October 15. to™ daily toilette of com- somev 
Hnn1 ?TmSa’ bmg her hair. TodaY' beS‘ tin v 
istoredtoiurt^^rZ 

man rights vision, was one ,..j -lirmrrs tion" 
year old. Agbakoba is 
• Agbakoba: For the furtherance 
of human rights
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Stemming the tin tide

iota from last 
) tonnes to about:

• Lukman: Not satisfied with EEC 
policy initia lives
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rsuadcd 
to 21,0,

liger 
witl 

>e, 
of 

will
the 
to 

stock within 
Addi- 

will

, for this year, begin- $° asJ° °Pei 
ist March.with Nigeria * ,r„2 

>m- "" .~

tries like Brazil and China 
were persuaded to limit their 
exports to 21,000 and 7000 
tonnes

tonnes, 
ning last March.with Nigei 
having only 1000 tonnes coi 
pared to 1,461 tonnes last 
year. But this will not hurt 
Nigeria as it produced only 
about 211 tonnes last year 
and may not do much better 
by year end .

willing to abide by out 
levels agreed upon b) 

 ’EC within a produc 
ceiling of 17.42 million 
rels per 
members

Tin producer-nations seek better market for the industry
on their exports. Already the 
association has scaled down 
 its quota from last year’s 

respectively. Also the 96,000 tonnes to about 83,350

which 7" Musa: Nigeria not hurt by the new quota 

association had appealed to 
the United States not to sell 

>m its strategic stock-pile of 
9,000 tonnes. 
Before the Abuja meeting 

ends Tuesday, October 25, 
the tin producers may ask 
China and Brazil to join 
ATPC or otherwise put a lid

Madrid. 
Rilwanu 

isident 
irs that policy in- 
thc European 

Community 
aimed at de- 

IPEC. In a paper

gures given by the OPEC 
president show that between 
1985 and 1987 the EEC used 
between 45.8 and 46 per cent 
of oil in its energy mix. This is 
supposed to be scaled down 
to 40 per cent by 1995.

However Lukman warned 
that if the world oil market 
collapses, the international 
economic and banking sys­
tem would be severely 
affected.

■BUOYED t; *u- " 
I2)ment reachec .... 
Gulf Co-operation Council 
(GCC) members to abide by 
the quota allocated by the 
Organisation of Petroleum 
Exporting Countries 
(OPEC), the cn,,*“ Z';|-----
ket seemed to be 
to firming up in anticipat 
of the meeting of OPEC pi 
and strategy committwo 
Thursday, in Madrid, Sr: 
Noth Sea Brent opened at ab­
out 14 dollars at:*, 
cents from two Fridays 
while. New York futur 
West Texas Intermt 
edged up 30 cents to £ 
But this upbeat may be 
lived unless Iraq jullu

THE number of days allo- 
I cated to the meeting it­

self was sufficient proof that 
all was far from well. For 
eight days, beginning Mon- 

I day. October 17, members of 
the Association of Tin Pro­
ducing Countries (ATPC) 

1 will be huddled up in Abuja 
J to seek fresh ideas on how to 

turn the fledgling tin market 
around.

Beset by intractable gluts 
in the market, the ATPC is 
attempting, once again, to re­
duce the quota allocated to 
member producers in its 
effort to shore up the global 
pace of the metal. Just last 
year, the association allo­
cated only 96,000 tonnes for 
export to its members v u:-*- 
mcluded Australia, Bolivia, 
Malaysia, Indonesia, Niger­
ia, Thailand and Zaire. The the 
allocation paid off somewhat, fron 
The price of tin improved 150, 
marginally by 0.8 per cent or ” 
£4,213.24 per tonne com­
pared to £4,181 in 1986. But 
the measure succeeded large­
ly because non-ATPC coun-

as they prepare for the full 
ministerial meeting on 
November 21.

Even as OPEC tries to re­
solve its quota busting prob­
lems in next month’s meet- 

—-*irs that the orga- 
may consider other 

jpera- external threats in 
lot be Last week, Alhaji 

’ ’ * an, OPEC Pres
>scd feai 
es of 

... jmic 
iEC) are 
utilising OF , , 
esented at the Pio Manzu 
ternational Conference in 
imini, Italy, Lukman said 

the EEC requires mem- 
is to limit oil imports 
lird World countries 

)PEC by substituting oil 
rgy forms and 
ploration and 
ic community

by the agree- with OPEC in its efforts to ing, it appeal 
iched by the prop up prices. Already in- nisation may 

•. jjjcajions that Iraq’s coopera- external *u-- 
lion with OPEC may not be Last wc: 
forthcoming had brought Lukman 
down Brent to close at N13.6 expressv*. 
per barrel, on Tuesday. itiatives 

The GCC countries com- Econor.i.. 
^:..iu;.^A„i.i:m;r,M (EEC) 

stabilising 
pres 
Inte

rude oil mar-  
>e on the way prising United Arab Emirate 

ticipation (UAE), Kuwait, Saudi Ara-
,^z*’EC price bia and Qatar issued a joint 
----- ttees on statement after talks in 
iauiid, Spain. Riyadh that “GCC members Rn 

are willing to abide by out- that
barrel, up 50 put levels agreed upon by ber states 
Fridays ago, OPEC within a production from Thi 

ires for ceiling of 17.42 million bar- and OT 
nediate pels per day (mbpd) for all 13 with other energ

•,r~ N15.20. members of OPEC”. That stepping up expl
ay be short- suggests a good entry point production in the community 
joins hands_ for the committees’ meetings during the next six years. Fi-

While this may signal the 
resolve of the association to 

_ non-members to follow suit, 
it is not clear how the associa­
tion intends to tackle the 
smuggling of tin — adevelop- 

: ment that has helped to de- 
1 press prices. Even so, ATPC 
* faces the competition im- 
’ posed by the use of alterna­

tive metals and plastics in 
areas where tin had been dor­
minant such as the canning 
industry. In appreciation of 
this threat, the executive 
committee chaired by Niger­
ia, is expected to come with 
answers.Alhaji InuaGombt 
...e Federal Director 
Mines says that ATPC 
deliberate further on 
rationalisation scheme 
keep surplus 
acceptable levels, 
tionally, the association 
come up with proposals on 
how to articulate research 
and development strategies 

-*■ z'”en up new avenues 
le consumption of tin.

Also, when the meeting ends 
this week. ATPC may succeed 
in revivirig the International 
Tin Council in a renewed 
attempt to instil measure of 
control in the tin market.

By Herbert OJeh
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l/ iCheerless road to Riyadh

• Flying Eagles players in action during the match

Cartoonists criticize society through their art

By Humphrey Bokann

------- iSV.SZT

FT

of the graphic 
warrior

Gary 
rad. It

To
Nigeria's Flying 
scored a 2 - 0 vict- 

ephanteux of 
two weeks ago, at 

AJamasingba Sta- 
Ibadan. Nit—J 

despatch-  
sotho. But it

4 that failed to c««- 
vince many Nigerians t  
they had a world class 
team capable of making a 
lasting impression on

skipper Nduka Ugnade has 
threatened to quit if drastic 
changes are not mt

im. After the match 
Adamasingba Sta- 

jn chief coach, 
fartial and his assis- 

Allan Tour- *
brotherly 

the Eagles' 
overhaul 

f they are 
roud in 

r. In

Watergate crisis which 
eventually threw Nixon out 
of office.

Ossie Michael Gbadamosi. an 
:upied architect, could not help 

sues, remarking in the visitor's 
aally book: "Cartoons- can be 

more efficient in-'-judge­
ment tnan the supreme 
court." An equally raving 
remark was by Emenike 
Okorie, a journalist: Tm a 
firm believer in political 
cartoons. If I have myway. 
newspapers will be filled 
(from front to backjwith 
them — just cartoons."

works of Ossie 
pre-occupied 

tional issv" 
his usually 

barbs which 
, ‘.liing in sight, 
’.jainst Terror- 

s a mock-war be- 
America's Reagan 

s Botha. 
----—xivuu stonewall" 
which won the 1975 Pultiz- 
er Prize for Garry Truderu 
was one of those on exhibi­
tion. It is a graphic pre­
sentation of the 1972-75

intensified the search fora 
 foreign technical adviser 

lade in who might take over from 
> "’atch Disu, according to reports.

- The credentials of a Brazi­
lian and a Dutch are bemg 
looked at, reliable sources 

□ussant say,.
rotherly It is debatable if a fan- 
" ’ ' ign adviser is the solution.

Certainly, not many peo­
ple would have the appe­
tite for another Manfred 
Hoener, the adviser of th 
senior team. Disu or any 
other Nigerian coach ought 
to receive the incentive 

—. . - package up to be grabbed 
tear apart. On Friday, by another foreign technic- 
October 14, Flying Eagles al adviser. Nigerians can 
coach Tunde Disu. met then expect him to soot 
with the Nigerian Football with the U-21 team u 
Association (NFA) commit- Riyadh.
tee to brief the members on 
the team's state of pre- By John Nwaobl with report! 
paredness. The NFA has from Dave Enechukwu

Louc 
Mauldin, 
Paul Zep. The Sia
Ogwc 
with 

ET Us Prey" was a shown as overfed vultures a 
cJ=0cartoon that assisted waiting to despoil the car- 

the fall of a government in casses of the casualties of sho< 
1871 in the United States of their self-servix ‘ '
America. The cartoonist. At their feet are the inscrip- 

aas Nast, attempted to tions: New York's Law, 
bare the corrupt reg- Rent Paper, Treasury, J 

William Marcy tice. Suffrage, Liberty etc.
Altogether, the exhibi­

tion featured six works 
of Ossie Ogwo of the Guar- 

iging dian Newspapers and one 
each of Thomas Nast. 
Gene Bassett, Tony Auth, 

-any, Berke Breathed, 
Bookins, Paul Con- 

Jules Fietter and Gar­
ry Truderu. Also, one work 
<-'r'iece were the contribu- 
..ons of Draper Hill, Mike 
Lane, Drew Litten, Dick

------------ The cartoonist, 
Thomas Nast, attempted to 
strip bare the corrupt reg­
ime of William Marcy 
Tweed, the de facto ruler of 
New York politics.

This vintage cartoon was 
one of the works belonc 
to 17 American and one 
Nigerian cartoonist on a Gene I 
month-long exhibition Jim Bei 
which began on Septem- 
ber 13 at the United States 
Information Service, USIS, 
in Lagos. apit

In Let Us Prey, Tweed, tion 
with his henchmen are

Nigeria yet to perfect strategy to lift Fifa/Coca Cola 
Cup.

OING by the sports world soccer.
\££?blues that accompa- The Flying Eagles that 
nied Nigeria's dismal per- fans saw at Ibadan could 
formance in Seoul, it will easily be shot down in 
probably require another Saudi Arabia. Football 
international sports vic- analysts awarded
tory to stop the country Elephanteux higher marks the tgai 
from licking its wounds of for skills, technical dis- a( the rtaan. 
defeat. That opportunity is play and swift posi- dium, Ivoriei 
being dangled by the tional play. Of Nigeria s yeo Martial < 
approaching Fifa/Coca- past outings in the U-21 |ant AUan 
Cola under-21 world cham- world cup competition, the offerecj the 
pionship, slated for Febru- Flying Eagles can only advice that 
ary in Riyadh. Saudi boast a bronze from the handlers should'.

“os.cow ® od‘tlon' w^6" the entire team if 
. quality for Riyadh, host country Russia lost ,o make Africa

- ina s Flying Eagles in the third place match. Riyadh next February.
scored a 2 - 0 victory over Last year, in Chile, the their estimation, a more 
the Elephanteux of Cote d Flying Eagles got a 4 - 0, 2 - technically groomed team 
Ivoire, two weeks ago, at 0 drubbing from Brazil and with fast attackers would 
‘he Adamasingba Sta- Spain respectively, and a find the defence easy to 
dium, Ibadan. Nigeria had cheerless 2-2 draw with tear apart. On Friday, 
earlier despatched Zaire Canada. Nigerians would October 14, Flying Eagles 
and Lesotho. But it was a hate to relive that kind of coach Tunde Disu —‘ 
victory that Jailed to con- experience when the kick- r

11*s taken at the N2 billion 
King Fadh Stadium.

Their fears are not un­
founded. Flying Eagles

icher, Jeff MacNelly, Bill 
uldin, Don Wright and 
’"«P- 

six 
ro were ] 
i intemati 

for
. .jverent

ring policies. War Agai 
re the inscrip- lsm 1S " ,

'jaw tween America s r 
“t.,/ and South Africa's 
otc The cartoon "Stor 

hich won
Prize for
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Mahfouz wins prestigious literature prize

• Mahfouz

By Okey Ndlbe.
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Press sT 
demana 
re-print

Chase for (Sbwsb^s killers
fowehinmi enlists the power of the written ivord

>ck: Murder of Dele Giwa: The Right of the Private Prosecutor. 
idhor: Gant Fawehinmi
|Hce;
Itvlewt

them 
own

:ognise ■ 
Arabic *

laving the mo< 
idi but als 

___ima' 
on February 2C 
Supreme Coi 
ber 18, 1987 
judgements c 
and the Cc 
and beqi 
judicial

i full-
>hoto- al. It may now c 

by book-shelves coi 
the the order of perpe 

junction restraini 
police from its furt 
zure or 
distribu

ing with 
je book is 

1 hard 
red- 
>ur.

in succession are the ' 
blown bust colour pht 
graphs accompanied 
the judicial bio-data of 
Chief Justice of Nigeria, 
Hon-Justice Mohammed 
Bello, and Hon. Justice 
Andrews Otutu Obaseki,

right 
secuto 

The 
re me 
ol "”22 
colour 
judges 
Court

the deve 
literary 1 
bic Sporr 
cles'.

Mahfc 
the line <.

IHE Nobel Prize for liter- award, Mahfouz's novels, that 
ature has made its says his US distributors, awards. Already 1 
and visit to Africa since sold between 150 and 200 of the Columbia Ui 

>n of the prize yearly. This is a poor figure Press spec’ 
3. On October by most accounts. But it demand fc 

Academy hardly bespoke the talent re-pr 
Naguib and imagintive range of a made 
choice writer whose product 

The meant, according to the 
dol- Swedish Academy. 'a 

_g for the 
novel as a genre and for

__ ’so, J.S.C.,
Nnamani, 

tezer Baba- 
, J.S.C. The 

5 his own 
as the 

md

J.S.C., Kayode Esc 
Augustine N 
J.S.C., Eben?’®’- 
sanya Craig, J— 
author includes 
personal picture 
lawyer/applicant/ai 
appellant.

He describes Dele Giwa, 
whom he was personal 

counsel as well as friend, 
as a "very brilliant and 
highly courageous journal­
ist". The colour pictures of 
Dele Giwa in real life and 
the mutilated remains take 
the first two pages.

Before making its public 
debut, the book garnered 
controversy right from the 
time 496 copies were 
seized by security officials 
on June 10, 1988 to October 
14, when a Lagos High 
Court presided over by Jus­
tice M. A. Ope-Agbe de­
clared that the action was 
illegal and unconstitution­
al. It may now grac-e the 

jok-shelves courtesiy of 
j order of perpetuod in- 
iction restraining the 

rther sei- 
■r interruption of its 
>ution.

of a private 
itor.

success at the Sup- 
___ Court perhaps, 
recounts for the devotion 

pages to the
pictures of the
of the Supreme api

Court and the Supreme E
Court's history. Following to 5

MM
‘ *IF ‘

DEEE‘GIWfl
6 h I 6

THE RIGHT 
OF

PROSECUTOR

Oduneye be 
either prosecute -----------
Halilu Akilu, Director of 

Intelligence (DMI) 
and Lt. Col. A.K. Togun, 
Deputy Director of State 
Security Service (SSS) for 
the murder of Dele Giwa or 
grant him leave to do so as 
a private prosecutor acting 
on the strength of personal 
information.

Fawehinmi also men­
tions the failure of his suit 

.... _____ .. . .. at the Court of Appeal
deals with the legal up- which did not only dismiss 
shots of Dele Giwa's death him as not having the mod- 
by letter bomb on October us operand! but also 
19. 1986. The Lagos High branded him a "busy body" 
Court under the State on February 23, 1987. The 
Chief Judge. Justice Can- Supreme Court on Decem- 
dideAdemola Johnson dis- ber 18, 1987 set aside the 
missed Fawehinmi's ap- judgements©! the High Court 

.plication asking that the and the Court of Appeal 
!Director of Public Prosecu- and bequeathed to the 
1 tion (DPP) Mr James A. judicial system the

files’ zelopment of the 
language in Ara­

speaking cultural cir-

iuUfouz is certainly on 
line for the sales boom 
t accompanies Nobel 
'rds. Already officials

-lumbia University 
-ieak of a surge in 
1 for his novels, and 
orders have been 
In Africa wh< 

readership is low, 
novels are also likely 
ceive some boost.

Children of Gi 
the award winne 
ambitious novel, 
able in Heinemai 
can Writers Series c 
ber 225. In the no’ 
other works, Mahfouz's 
evocation of the old r----- ‘
and his attraction t 
itual themes have led cri­
tics to liken him to Dickens, 
Zola, Shaw, Orwell and 
Kazantzakis.

The award to Mahfouz

continues a recent trend in 
which the Swedish 
Academy has been looking 
beyond the 'metropolitctn 
centres' of literary activity 
for winners. The Third 
World has been showing! 
well in the list. These in­
clude the Colombian writ- 
ter. Gabriel Garcia Man- 
quez (1982), Nigeria’s Wole 
Soyinka (1986) and now 

lere Egypt's Mahfouz (1988). 
his This trend is a tribute to 

10 re‘ the vigorous and vibrant 
literature coming from the

1 Third World. Literary 
• observers admit that while 

writers in the United 
States, Britian and Europe 
are becoming plastic, their 
counterparts from Africa, 
Latin America, and Asia 

ig out lively, 
terature. The 

xiwwo. prize is expected to 
travel to these parts more 
often in future.

says his US distribu' 
sold between 150 and 
yearly. This is a poor fir 
by most account, 
hardly bespoke the ta 
and imagintive range 
writer whose 
meant, according 
Swedish Acaden 
powerful upswing rebelawi, 

ler's m< 
, is avc 
inn's Afri- 

as num- 
jvel and
xiifouz o1 r-. , mnei
, W are turninc 
° sP‘r- robust lit!

, cn.‘ Nobel prize

I frice; Not Stated
I fcrlewcr: Humphrey Bekaren

• INDEFATIGABLE lawyer, 
JGani Fawehinmi cele- 
Kates in his book on the 
nurder of star journalist Military

, Dele Giwa the coming of and Lt. 
. the private prosecutor to

■he Nigerian judicial 
I system.

Virtually dripping 
blood, the 193-page b 
a neatly packaged 
cover finished in a pre 
ominant blood-red coloi

The kernel of the book
> with the legal up- 
; of Dele Giwa's death

October

compelled to 
-••*'» Colonel 
., director 
"’"ence (DI 

Togui 
, ___ ctor of Stat
ty Service (SSS) L. 
irder of Dele Giwc '

HIHL x.w
A ature 
second vi 
the-institution ... 
E3 years ago. On ( 
13, ;the; Swedish Ac 
announced Nac 
Mahfouz, 76, as its ch 
lor this year's prize, 
pnzemoney is 400,000 < 
lars.(Nl,880,000).

Mahfouz's triumph came 
even as a surprise to him.

A prodigious writer, his 
corpus .. includes 40 
novels and short stories 
and more than 30 film 
scripts, nine of 
adaptations of his 
novels. Critics recc 
hs preeminence in i 
language letters.

Prior to his Nobel

; me 
Africa 
■' the



Patriotic trouble

Publish and be damned?

34

IFF THE RECQRI

inni 
the i 
the i

The Myth of SAP

i publish. But 
dish or not i

recall those days of the oil boom then 

pocket, one could pick up an aircraft on a Luga 
roadside with relative ease. This obviously a 

“ exaggeration, but it showed the ostentation of 
the times when the country's probla^ 

was not how to make money but how town >
it. An incident brings to minti wistfully that

We are told that a motor company operating ii ik 
Commercial district of Obafemi Awolowo way infill 
Lagos, put a Rolls Royce car for sale some months agorot 
an asking price ofW.2 million. Soon, the car and the fax 
Company became a centre of attraction; and even a pup

column in one of the national dailies took notice o] it.
The posh car, many thought, would probably rusttM! 

or be shipped back whence it came. Surely, not in that 
SAP-weary times would such conspicuous consumption be 
possible. Well, it would appear that those who thoughtalong 
these lines were merely suffering from SAP-induced W"1' 
cinations. The car, we understand, now graces the gangeoj 
an heir to a fabulous fortune in Kano.

The heir, who we hear, paid just HZ.1 million forAtttt] 
has several posh cars. The talakawas of the ancient ctyoncti 
innundatea by groundnut pyramids must be wonderin^hat 
the heir is out to prove this time. They are yet to recovofto»\ 

recent flamboyant wedding of the heir which theybtliM 
would have made the Guinness Book of Records, 
faith had not forbidden them from having anything*) do\ 
with alcohol. !

Come to think of it, does SAP really exist?

THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN OCTOBER JI.

have always^ paid tribute to that irreverent tabloid 

believe it has always remained fearless, bold and articulate, 
especially where its interests are not threatened. Of course, 
we recall the days of the Second Republic when the newspap­
er gave political opponents of its founder sleepless nights by 
generally being a constant irritant.

However, the paper, it seems has discovered the adage 
that the knowledge of fear is the beginning of wisdom." 
How? Well, it happened that some time ago, the fire-spiaing 
newspaper got a statement from the northern zone of the 
Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) on a most conten­
tious and topical issue — the Sharia. There is nothing wrong 
with that, you say? Well, the editors of the paper thought so 
too, till they discovered a paragraph in the CAN statement 
that made them shudder. The paragraph in question, we 
learnt, was so explosive they felt it would jeopardise the 
government’s transition programme. And considering sec­
tion 8 (1) of the Transition to Civil Rule (Political Programme) 
decree, a.k.a decree 19, their discomfort is understandable.

We are not saying that the editors seem to have de­
veloped cold feet. Afterall, we,hear that they have sought the 
legal, business and political implications of the CAN state­
ment and its contentious paragraph. They may just go ahead 
and publish. But up till week-end, a decision whether to 
publish or not had still not been taken.

S^OU’VE probably^ heard or read about the^ 

your memory. The Committee — no one in the 
Presidency would admit knowing who the mem- 
bers are — gives its office address simply as J] 
Dodan Barracks Ribadu Road, Lagos. Ils main 
aim, we guess, is to 
inculcate the spirit of patriotism in every Nigerian, including 
occupants of the nation’s citadel of power. Any how, Dodan 
Barracks residents say the Committee’s Office does not exist 
within the walls of the State House. A case of impersonation? 
An inadvertent address? or is it simply that some people in 
Dodan Barracks are not patriotic enough to recognise fellow 
patriots?

Well, the committee surfaced last week in a drama that is 
causing Dodan Barracks’ residents anxious moments. Star­
ring in the drama are some officials of the Committee of 
patr iots and the Federal Government Guest House in Victoria 
Island, Lagos. A few weeks ago, some members of the com­
mittee, we were told, checked into the guest house. After a 
while, officials of the Guest House (perhaps they were not 
that patriotic) got in touch with Dodan Barracks to settle bills 
accumulated by the great patriots. Dodan Barracks, we 
h ear, rejected outright, any responsibility to the Committee. 
By Thursday, October 13, the Guest House was up in arms, 
equally patriotically. It threw out the patriots uncere­
moniously. End of drama? Wrong. We hear that officials of 
nhe Guest House who gave the patriots access into the rooms 
are to be disciplined. A case of too much of everything, 
including patriotism, being bad?
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The Nigerian Security Printing 
and Minting Co. Ltd.
Ahmadu Bello Road. Victoria Island. PO Box 3053, Logos Tel 610790.610892.613072 613021. Telex 21536
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vmg board 
minting of 

naintain-

minting

Before we came into being, our nation's currency and 
other vital documents of security nature were printed 
abroad The story is happily different today Over the 
years, we have successfully taken over and executed 
with precision, promptness and efficiency the security

Since 1963. when we wont to the drawl 
preparatory to the commencement of the n 
this priceless shining dazzling Silver, we have ma 
cd and Improved on its shining quality as.a true 
tion of our nation's security printing and rr 
capabilities

years to imiat.

Our versatility and expertise put us in good stead Our 
good dedicated and loyal workers at every level also 
helped to see us through our teething problems at the 
outset As wo take our first step on the journey to our 
Golden jubilee we request your continued patronage 
and cooperation Wo promise tho continued improve­
ment of our services

We rejeiee and eengrs&ula&e yeu.
We rejeiee and eengnaBuiafce sunselues.
0un nston's mine is boaan.

■

printing of various documents for various sectors of the 
economy - tho bonks, post offices, schools and 
universities, examinations council and the communica­
tions industry


