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proposes Dec for general 
elections

Form er Kano State gov­
e rn o r, A lh a ji M uha- 
mmadu Abubakar Rimi, 

declared yesterday in Kano 
that he knows the person who 

I sponsored the m urder o f  his 
wife, Hajia Sa’adatu.

S p eak in g  to  A n am b ra  
s ta te  gov ern o r, Dr. C hris  

I Ngige, who paid him  a con­
dolence visit, Rimi said that 
the sponsor is a prom inent 
person in Kano and Abuja.

Though acknow ledging 
that the alleged organiser and 

I killer have been arrested, he 
said that the “ch ief sponsor” 

| was yet to be arrested.
A lhaji Rimi m aintained 

| that if  the sponsor o f  the kill- 
ing w as not arrested , then 

ju s tice  would not have been 
done in the case.

“The federal government 
should not consider my case 
as that o f  H arry M arshal, 

i Chuba Okadigbo, Dikibo and 
others who were simply as-
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The leadersh ip  o f  the 
P eop les D em ocratic  
Party (PDP), yesterday 
put o ff its meeting with the 28 

! state governors elected on its 
p la tfo rm , c itin g  o n -g o in g  
membership revalidation as 
reason.

But there w ere ind ica­
tio n s  that many o f  the state 
governors did not com e for 
the m eeting because o f  the 
confusion over the m eeting’s 
agenda and the tension gen­
erated by its linkage with the 
third term project.

It was learnt that the gov­
ernors are divided over the 
third term project and those 

: who support the project are 
being cautious o f  possib le 
iso la tion  by the an ti-th ird

By Sufuyan Ojeifo (Special 
Correspondent) & Em m anuel 

Bello, Political Editor

term governors.
Reports have it that the 

National Working Committee 
(NW C), would meet with the 
state governors over issues 
b o rd e r in g  on the  c o n s ti­
tution’s am endment and the 
third term project.

In a swift riposte, the na­
tional publicity secretary o f  
the party, Mr. John Odey, 
clarified Wednesday, that the 
m eeting  has nothing to do 
with the third term project, but 
was called to discuss “party 
ac tiv ities” w ith  the gover­

nors.
No governor came for the 

meeting. Three state gover­
nors sent the ir deputies to 
represent them at the meeting, 
which was scheduled for the 
national headquarters o f  the

party at Wadata Plaza, Wuse, 
Zone 5, Abuja.

T hey  in c lu d ed  dep u ty  
governors o f  Taraba, Kaduna 
and Kwara, Armayau Dauda 
A bubakar, Patrick Yakowa 
and Joel Afolabi Ogundeji, re­

spectively.
Briefing newsmen on the 

d e v e lo p m e n t, d ep u ty  n a ­
tional chairman (North), Alhaji 
Ibrahim Shema, said the meet­
ing was scheduled to “high­
light activities o f  the party for

the year, especially the ri 
tration exercise which 
ready been extended”

He said the meeting 
put o ff  due to the exti

Cont. on P l.

From  Yusha’u Adamu 
Ibrahim , Correspondent 

(Kano)

sassinated  and yet nothing 
has been done,” Rimi stated.

He called on the police to 
intensify actions to nab the 
ch ief sponsor to enable the 
federa l g o v ern m en t p ro s­
ecute them accordingly.

He urged the police to in­
vestigate the case thoroughly 
and fish out all the culprits 
in v o lv e d  no m a tte r  how  
highly placed.

Dr. Chris Ngige expressed 
serious concern over the in­
creasing insecurity o f  the na­
tion as he condoled the Rimi 
family.

The governor urged the 
federal governm ent to im ­
prove on security, regretting 
that many prominent person­
alities have been killed due to 
the nation’s insecurity.

He there fo re  called  on 
both  the federal and sta te 
governments to map out m o­
dalities to tackle security is­
sues in the nation.

L-R: A lhaji A rm aya ’u D. Abubakar, deputy governor o f  Taraba State, Joel Afolabi, deputy governor o f  Kwara S tate and Patrick Yak< 
deputy governor o f  Kaduna S tate a t the P D P  national secretariat, Abuja... yesterday. Pic: Felix O nigbinde.

Niger Delta: Talks with militia
O  least 500 staff and cut its out-

in progress - Obasanjo
•W hereabouts of hostages unknown - Zamani

d u c te d  fro m  an o ffsh o re  
o ilfield  operated  by RoyalNilg e ria  is m ak in g  

progress in talks with 
th e  k id n a p p e rs  o f  

four foreign oil workers, Presi­
dent Olusegun Obasanjo said 
on Thursday, playing down

By A bubakar H aruna,
with agency report

any impact on investment in 
A frica’s largest oil producer. 

The four men w ere ab-

PALESTINIAN POLL
Hamas emerges winnerIc l i i m i r  m i l i t a n t  orftlin D r i m o  \ 4 i n i c t o r  A I n m r »rislam ic  m ilita n t group , 

'Hamas, has won a stun- 
. ning victory in Wednes­

day’s Palestinian parliam en­
tary elections.

According to preliminary 
results, Hamas won 76 seats

ByA bdu l.ab a ran , Foreign 
Desk with agency reports

to 43 fo r the ruling  Fatah  
party, giving them a majority 
in the 132-seat chamber. The 
turnout was 77%.

Prim e M inister, A hm ed 
Qurei, has offered to resign 
and Fatah says it will not join 
Hamas in government.

A Hamas win will pose a 
great dilemma for international 

Cont. on Pg. 2

Dutch Shell 15 days ago by 
m ilitants dem anding the re­
lease o f  ethnic Ijaw leaders, 
more local control o f oil wealth 
and com pensation to Delta 
villages for pollution.

“ We are very  m uch in 
contact with them,” Obasanjo 
said. “ Im m ediately after it 
happened, we set up a com ­
m ittee ... It’s not only in con­
tact, it’s making progress.”

T he M ovem ent for the 
Em ancipation o f  the N iger 
Delta’s five-week campaign of 
violence and kidnapping has 
forced Shell to withdraw  at

put by 221,000 barrels a i:. ' .  
or one tenth o f  N igeria '' 
ports, adding to fears of.: _ 
bal oil shortage.

A nalysts have said : c 
g ro w in g  in s e c u r i t)  n 
N ig e r ia ’s so u th e rn  dc 
which produces nearh  al f
its 2.4 million barrels ol I
daily, is raising the risk t
doing business and sc.r -
o ff some investors.

The army deployed rt c 
troops to key oil installati - 
after armed men stormed 
headquarters o f  Italian I 
firm, Agip in the delta on I - 
day, robbing a bank and k - ’ 
ing eight policemen and 
civ ilian . A gip is a unit t 
Italy’s ENI.

A sked  i f  he w as c 
cem ed about the impact >n , 
oil investment, O basanjo : J  

Cont. on Pg. 2

I know my w ife’s 
killers - Rimi
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PDP
o f the m em bership revalida­
tion taking place in all states 
o f  the federation, including 
the Federal Capital Territory
(FCT).

A lhaji S hem a also  said 
that the party discovered that 
the letters inviting the gover­
nors for the m eeting got to 
them late, thus m aking it im­
possib le fo r those o f  them  
who would have come inspite 
o f  the m em bership revalida­
tion to honour the invitation.

A ccord ing  to  him , “we 
sent letters out to that effect, 
but unfortunately, som e o f  
the governors could not get 
their letters until late yester­
day (W ednesday)” .

He expressed the party’s 
apology to the governors for 
the inconveniences the post­
p o n em en t o f  the  m ee tin g  
might have caused them.

There have been a num ­
ber o f  sec re t m eetings by 
governors at different levels 
and at different locations na­
tionwide in the last one week 
on how  to  e i th e r  push  
through the third term project 

: or scuttle it.
Pro and an ti-th ird  term  

governo rs have, as learn t, 
launched into a battle o f  wits 
over the issue. The Northern 
governors are m eeting today 
in Kaduna to discuss the is­
sue o f  constitu tion  am end­
m e n t an d  th e  th ird  te rm  
project w ith a view  to take a 
formal position on them.

Meanwhile, a D aily Trust 
investigation revealed that 
although most o f the gover­
nors were in Abuja, they 
chose to send their aides to 
the PDP national secretariat 
“to find out what is happen­
ing. They wanted to know 
which governor was in atten­
dance but when they were

Cont. fron t pg. 1
to ld  th a t no g o v ern o r w as 
com ing, they decided to stay 
away,” a source revealed.

The source also said that 
som e o f  the governors were 
displeased with the handling 
o f  the revalidation exercise in 
w hich  m ost o f  them  have 
been excluded. He said that 
the  re g is tra tio n  ca rd s  a re  
p resently  w ith the national 
chairm an o f  the party, Col. 
Ahmadu Ali (rtd) and alleged 
that governors received only 
a limited number.

Furtherm ore on the gov­
ernors reluctancc to attend 
the event, sources said that 
some o f  the governors do not 
want to be associated with the 
third term  plot w hich was al­
le g e d  to  b e  th e  o r ig in a l 
agenda o f  the m eeting  but 
was shelved when it becam e 
obvious that it will generate 
some heat.

But Alhaji Ibrahim Shema 
refuted the rumour and m ain­
tained that the m eeting was 
only postponed because o f  
the “confusion o f  activities” 
em barked on by the party. He 
told D aily Trust that the ab­
sence o f  the national chair­
man o f  the party and C h ief 
Bode George also led to the 
shift in date. Col. Ahmadu Ali 
is said to be abroad to attend 
to the medical needs o f  a fam­
ily member.

On the revalidation exer­
cise, A lhaji Shema explained 
that no state o f  the federation 
has been  sh o rtch a n g ed  as 
they have all been given a 
hundred thousand cards. He 
said that the party printed 10 
miHion cards initial ly and is 
monitoring their distribution 
in stateslo  ensure fairness

Aviation fuel scarcity delays pilgrims 
return -Kabo Air
The a irlift o f  pilgrim s 

back home from Saudi 
Arabia may suffer more 

d e la y s  as  K ab o  A ir  a n ­
n o u n ced  y es te rd a y  th a t it 
m ay not m eet the February 4, 
dead line due to scarcity  o f  
aviation fuel.

E x e c u tiv e  D ire c to r  o f  
Kabo Air, Alhaji Aliyu Aminu, 
com plained bitterly that his 
airline which handles about 80 
percent o f  the flight opera­
tions m ay not be able to airlift 
the remaining 18,000 pilgrims 
before the deadline given by 
the Technical Com m ittee on 
Hajj (TCH), if  the scarcity per­
sists.

Aminu expressed concern 
that h is a irc ra fts  could  no 
longer refuel in Sokoto, Yola 
and Kano but only in Abuja.

T h e  d e v e lo p m e n t, he 
sa id , h as  in c re a se d  tu rn ­
a round  p eriod  o f  a irc ra fts  
from  less than 12 hours to 
over 18 hours.

He pointed out that one 
o f  their aircrafts has been on 
g ro u n d  s in ce  6 .00  pm  on 
Wednesday at Mallam Aminu 
K ano In ternational A irport 
b u t co u ld  not re fue l a f te r  
about fifteen  hours. “ I am 
concerned over this danger­
ous developm ent,” he said 
and called on the federal gov­
ernm ent to  intervene so as to 
avo id  another round o f  un­
w arran ted  national em bar­
rassm ent.

Kabo Air, he noted, is ap- 
; preciative o f  the federal 
1 government's efforts to re- 
I move some of these perennial 

hitdies associated with haii 
 ----------

Kinders at the World Economic 
Forum in Switzerland: “Not re­
ally”

The militants have insisted 
they will not accept money for 
the hostages’ release and prom­
ised to stage more attacks to halt 
exports totally and drive away 
oil workers.

Obasanjo declined to com­
ment when asked if he believes 
the crisis would be resolved by 
negotiations or by force.

“There are two situations, if 
you like. There’s the immediate 
situation o f  the hostages and 
we have to get the hostages re­
leased and then there’s the situ­
ation o f criminality in the Niger 
I )elta. That’s a different issue al­
together.”

President O basanjo also  
yesterday assured the interna­
tional community that recent 
acts o f  crim inality 'by militia 
groups in the Niger Delta do not 
amount to a crisis in Nigeria’s 
oil industry.

He said that while he did not 
regard the resurgence o f  mili­
tancy in the Niger Delta as un- 
i m portant, the government was 
a I ready taking effective steps to 
contain the situation.

“I do not believe that our oil 
industry is under threat. This is 
an aberration.

“It will come and go. There 
is an element o f  terrorism in this 
and you cannot say we should 
give in to terrorism,” ObasanjQ 
said

He said that his administra­
tion was fully aware o f the glo­
bal importance o f  the hydrocar- 
! «■ trtrcsc/uKfes Ofithe Niger Ddta
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and the G ulf o f  Guinea and 
would do everything possible 
to guarantee their security.

He added that the govern­
ment was addressing all issues 
causing tension in the region 
with a view to providing a last­
ing resolution.

The President said that al­
though the government was in 
contact with the militant group 
claiming responsibility for re­
cent criminal acts in the Niger 
Delta, it has not offered them 
any “deal”.

President Obasanjo also re­
sponded to questions on the 
crisis in Cote D ’ivoire, saying 
that he still believes that it was 
“very very resolvable”.

M eam vhile, governm ent 
officials in Bayelsa, said on 
W ednesday they believe the 
committee has made a break­
through in talks to free the 
American, British. Bulgarian 
and Honduran captives.

“The hostages are close to 
being released, but I cannot be 
specific about a date,” said 
Bayelsa Information commis­
sioner, Nelson Azibolanari.

The release has been com­
plicated by rivalry between Ijaw 
groups, which has risen since 
the im peachm ent o f  form er 
B ayelsa sta te  governor, 
Diepreye Alamieyeseigha, one 
o f  the two Ijaw leaders whose 
release is demanded by the kid­
nappers. The other is Mujahid 
Dokubo-Asari, on trial for trea­
son.

Villagers have begun to flee 
the Delta’s mangro\ e swamps 
and tidal CVeiksTn leaf o f  rrfili-!

_ (Jjj r f i l /f i  ’ -O ' • ' . . I f  J r . M ' / l
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tary reprisals against the highly 
organized, heavily aimed group. 
Oil unions have threatened to 
pull members out of the region 
if security deteriorates further, 
after dozens o f  people have 
been killed in recent raids.

Meanwhile, the commander 
o f  the joint task force tagged 
“O peration  Restore H ope,” 
Brigadier Elias Zamani, says the 
whereabouts o f the hostages is 
yet to be known.

Brigadier Elias Zamani told 
the British Broadcasting Corpo­
ration (BBC), Hausa service 
monitored in Abuja yesterday, 
that his men in collaboration 
with state governments in the 
Niger Delta region are making 
effort to trace the hostages.

His words, “since the inci­
dent happened, we made col­
laborative efforts with the gov­
ernors o f  Bayelsa, Delta and 
other governors in the Niger 
Delta region to know the where­
abouts o f  the hostages but up 
till now, we have not found 
them,” adding that, "we are still 
making efforts to trace them and 
we will achieveouraimby God’s 
grace”

He dispelled rumours that 
some o f  the kidnappers have 
been arrested and killed, saying 
no arrests have been made and 
neither the abductors killed by 
the military.

According to him, violence 
was not the best option in cam­
paigning for justice and equity 
as people who have grievances 
should follow the right channel 
for the ^ k e .^ p e a Se a n d yr)i(yf.
tn ppufitry. 1  ̂ .
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operations, adding that his 
carrier has also put in its best 
by chattering three additional 
aircrafts.

“ W e a re  u s in g  se v e n  
aircrafts, four o f  which are 
B747’s and three airbuses and 
now  these a irc rafts  cannot

get fuel to operate,” he la­
mented.

He stressed that this un­
fortunate developm ent has to 
be checked so that the poor 
p ilg r im s  w o u ld  n o t be 
stranded again.

Aminu further complained 
that m ore w orrisom e is the 
situation in Kano and Sokoto 
w here the bulk o f  the flight

operations is concentrated.
“We are w orried and we 

are very uncom fortable over 
the ugly situation and thi.s i- 
not the tim e for buck-pass 
ing,” he emphasized, pointing 
out that only the federal gov 
em m ent can save the situa 
tion by directing that aviation 
fuel be made available at the 
d es ig n a ted  resp ec tiv e  a i r ­
ports’ depot.

President Obasanjo exchanging greetings with the Etsu-Nupe, Alhaji Yahaya Abubakar after presen­
tation o f report o f the National Mosque rehabilitation committee held at the State House, Abuj*-. 
recenUy. Pic:Joe6royc.

efforts to restart peace talks 
with Israel, say analysts.

US President, George W 
Bush, said the US would not 
deal with Hamas unless it re­
nounced its call to destroy 
Israel.

“ I’ve made it very clear 
that the US does not support 
political parties that want to
destroy our ally, Israel,” he 
said.

Mr. Bush said the poll was 
a “ w ak e -u p  c a l l” fo r  the  
Palestian leadership, but he 
h o p es  P a le s tin ia n  lead e r, 
M ahmoud Abbas, would stay 
in power.

But the Head o f  the Arab 
League, Amr Moussa, warned 
the US not to dem onstrate 
double standards.

“The US can ’t prom ote 
dem ocracy but then reject the 
results o f  this democracy.” he 
said.

M eanw hile, Hamas and 
Fatah supporters clashed in 
th e  W est B an k  to w n  o f  
Ramallah. Shots were fired in 
the air and some injuries were 
reported.

T h e  c la sh  w h ich  h a p ­
pened after Hamas support­
ers tried  to raise their flag 
over the Palestinian parlia­
m en t, w as b ro u g h t u n d er 
control by police after about 
10 minutes.

E le c tio n  c o m m iss io n  
head, Hanna Nasser, said 95% 
o f  the votes have now been 
counted and the results could 
still change slightly.

The 13 rem aining seats 
w ent to sm aller parties and 
independents, som e backed 
by Hamas.

A  victory for H am as is 
positive and unsettling at the, 
sa n te^ im e l^ e l hi ifwill 

/( 10 {£>

Hamas C ont from  pg. / 
not deal with a Palestinian 
Authority which includes 
Hamas.

The BBC’s Richard Mifon 
in Jerusalem says the mood 
there is one o f gloom, with the 
government staying tight- 
lipped, although some Israe­
lis see the Hamas victory as 
an opportunity for peace.

Israel’s Foreign Minister, 
Tsipi Livni, appealed to the EU 
- the biggest financial donors 
to the authority  -  to  firm ly 
oppose the creation o f  a “ter­
rorist government.” European 
leaders echoed the call for 
Ham as to renounce violence.

“ I think it is important for 
H am as to  und erstan d  that 
there com es a point and the 
point is now, ... w here they 
ha\ e to decide between a path 
o f  democracy or a path o f  vio­
lence,” UK Prim e M inister, 
Tony Blair, said.

US S ecre tary  o f  S tate , 
C ondoleezza Rice, will m eet 
UN, European and Russian 
leaders on M onday to evalu­
ate the result and decide how 
to proceed with peace efforts.

The B B C’s Heba Saleh in 
Cairo says the Hamas win will 
also cause Arab governm ents 
concern.

The group looks set to 
becom e the first ever Islamist 
m ovem ent in the Arab world 
to be voted into government.

This will alm ost certainly 
give a boost to the Islam ist 
oppositions in Egypt and Jor­
dan.

O b se rv e rs  p ra ise d  the  
e lec tion  p rocess , w ith EU 
m o n ito r in g  te am  le ad e r, 
Veronique De Keyser, saying 
the poll w as “ free and fair 
undpr ^ e \e r§ . rps^ricfipns,’’,, 
rejfn^ngftq I^ a e j i^ e p s ^ re ^

M , -f (

to limit voting in East Jerusa­
lem. .

The BBC* ion Lcyae m 
Jerusalem says Acre is  no 
doubt that the Hamre show* 
ing has transformed die'Pal­
estinian political arena.

But correspondents say 
Hamas seems unprepared for 
its own victory and has not 
prepared itse lf to step neatly 
into governm ent and assume 
immediate responsibility.

I sm a il H a n iy a , w ho  
headed the H am as election 
list, said they would consult 
Fatah and other groups with 
a view to form what he de­
scribed as a  political partner­
ship.

Hamas official, M ushiral- 
M asri, w arned  that H am as 
w ould not hold peace talks 
with Israel.

“N egotiations w ith Israel 
is not on o u r ag en d a ,” he 
said.

“Recognising Israel is not 
on the agenda either now.”

B u t a n o th e r  o f f ic ia l ,  
M ahm oud  Z ahar, to ld  A P  
n ew s a g e n c y  th a t H am as 
w ould m aintain F ebruary 's 
ce a se fire  i f  Israel d id  the 
same.

“ If  they are going to  con­
tinue com m itm ent to w hat is 
called quietness, then we will 
continue,” he said.

“But if  not, then I think we 
w ill have no option but to 
p ro tect our people and our 
land.”

The outcom e o f  the Pal­
estinian election is the biggest 
challenge facing Mr. Olmert 
since he took over from Israeli 
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon, 
who rem ains in a com a fo l­
lowing a m issive  strpke^on 
J a jV y 4vr }
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Oyo govt account: Akala raises preliminary objection 
to Ladoja suit
Bid by the G overnor, 

Adebayo Alao A kala 
y e s te rd a y  ra ise d  a 

prelim inary objection to suit 
by  th e  fo rm e r  g o v e rn o r  
Rasheed Ladoja asking the 
federal high court Lagos to 
freeze sta te  g o v e rn m e n t’s 
account currentlv’being op­
erated by him [Akala] Ladoja 
last Thursday filed the sent 
b e fo re  J u s t ic e  T ija n i 
A bubakar seeking an order 
to stop Akala from drawing 
m onies accruing to the state 
from the Federation account, 
financial paym ent, cheques, 
bank accounts, and other fi­
nancial instruments.

He also asked for an or­
der restrain ing A kala from  
p lu n d e rin g  the  s ta te s  a c ­
counts o f  over N3 billion in 
10 commercial banks in Nige­
ria.

in

F r o m  M o h a m m e d  S h o s a n v a ,
Correspondent (Lagos)

But in his notice o f  pre­
lim inary objection filed yes­
terday by his lawyer, L ateef 
Fagbem i, Akala contended 
that Ladoja has no personal 
right to protect in respect o f  
the public funds o f  Oyo state 
and  th a t he had  no locus  
standi for the reliefs sought.

He also said the Federal 
High Court has no jurisdic­
tion to give an advisory opin­
ion on the ju d g em en t o f  a 
state High court as the basis 
o f  r e l ie f s  an d  e x e c u tio n  
thereof.

He further argued that the 
Federal High C ourt lacks ju ­
risdiction in the determination 
o f  political question arising 
from section 188 o f  the con­
stitution.

Hearing on the applica-

>enate threatens minister’s 
arrest over N16bn allocation

President ot t h e ' ite, 
C h ie f  Ken i\r  m 
and cha irm an  o f  th 

Senate com m ittee on Special 
D uties, S enato r S u le Yari 
Gandi, yesterday threatened 
to com pel the appearance o f  
the M inister o f  Intergovern­
mental Affairs, Youth Devel­
opm ent and Special Duties, 
Col M usa M oham m ed (rtd), 
after the m in ister rebuffed  
two consecutive invitations.

M o h a m m e d  w as  e x ­
p e c te d  by 2p m  a t th e  
Senate’s hearing room three 
venue o f  yesterday’s aborted 
m eeting, to defend the N 16 
billion allocated to his m inis­
try in the 2006 budget.

B u t a f te r  w a it in g  fo r 
about one hour, an appar­
ently irked G andi threatened 
to invoke the provisions o f  
the constitution to summ on 
the minister.

Section 88 o f  the consti­
tution gives the Senate pow ­
ers to order the arrest o f  any 
public official if  such person 
fails to honour invitations.

“This is the second time 
the m inister o f  special duties 
has failed to appear before 
the Senate committee,” Gandi 
b eg u n  a n n o u n c in g  the  
m inister’s repeated shunning 
o f  the Senate invitation when 
Nnamani and some principal 
officers walked into the m eet­
ing venue, inquiring w hether 
there was any problem .

“The only person that is 
conspicuously absent and is 
persistently ignoring our in­
vitations is the minister o f  in­
te rg o v e rn m e n ta l  a f f a ir s ,  
youth developm ent and spe- 
c ia l d u tie s ,  C o l. M u sa  
M oham m ed.” Gandi told the

By H a b e e b  1. P i nd i ga ,
Assistant Political Editor

tion o f  the objection was fixed 
for Feb. 24.

D aily Trust recalls that 
L adoja had in his suit also 
sued the M inister o f  Finance, 
the A ccountan t G eneral o f  
the Federation and 10 other

com m ercial banks nam ely, 
Skye Bank pic, United Bank 
fo r A fric a  p ic , G u aran tee  
Trust Bank pic, Access Bank 
pic, Platinum-Habib Bank pic 
and Wema Bank pic.

O thers are IBTC C har­

tered  B ank pic, F irst C ity  
M onum ent B ank pic, F irst 
Inland Bank pic and U niver­
sal Trust Bank pic.

Ladoja contended in the 
1 8 p arag raphs a ff id a v it in 
support o f  his m otion that he

initiated the suit follow in ■_ 
information he got that A k 
has set in m otion the p- * > 
o f  chang ing  the m and 
and the operating sign it 
o f  the various acco u n t' 
the state in the 10 ban< '

“ A h !” N n a m a n i ex - 
c ' r.ed, ‘But I have seen him 
he, ? * a hQ N ational A ssem ­
b ly )  y e s te rd a y  (W e d n e s ­
day).”

“It’s possible, but he did 
not com e to us.” Gandi re­
p lie d . A p p a re n t ly  ta k en  
aback, Nnamani ordered: “Is­
sue him a third invitation. If 
he doesn’t come, we take ac­
tion!”

A t this point, Nnam ani, 
a c c o m p a n ie d  by S e n a to r  
D alhatu Tafida and o thers 
left.

Taking a swipe at the min­
ister for keeping the panel 
waiting in vain, the chairman 
said this would not be con­
doned further.

“We w ant to register our 
displeasure at the minister. I 
w ant to send a strong m es­
sage to him  that the business 
o f  the National Assem bly is 
not a fo o tb a ll a sso c ia tio n  
(M oham m ed was m inister o f  
sports). It is a constitutional 
affair that must be respected. 
As I said, it is not a football 
association; it is not a vol­
untary m atter like football. It 
is mandatory!

"We will send him a third 
invitation. If he doesn’t come, 
we will take all constitutional 
m easu res  to sum m on him  
here.”

I f  h e  h ad  c o m e , 
M o h a m m e d  w o u ld  h av e  
briefed the lawmakers on how 
his m inistry intends to spend 
N 16 billion in 2006.

A  b re a k d o w n  o f  the  
m in istry’s budget indicates 
that N 13:8 billion is for per­
sonnel cost, N2 billion  for 
overhead cost and N231 mil-

The d irector g en era l o f  N a tion a l B oun dary C om m ission , A lh a ji D ahiru B obbo (right) a n d  N B C  D irector o f  F inance Services. < 
B ala K angiw a durin g  the com m ission 's conferen ce on d isbursem en t o f  N 866  m illion f o r  th e  rehabilita tion  o f  p ro jects a long  b o ra ,-  
areas in the coun try  h e ld  a t N B C ’s p rem ise  in  A b u ja ...yesterd a y. P ix :  F e l ix  O n i g b i n d e .

2007: Senate c’ttee wants polls to hold in Dec 2006
E le c tio n s  th a t w ou ld  

usher in a new  presi 
dent, state governors 
and other elected public of­

ficers are to be held in De­
cem ber this year using elec­
tronic voting machines if rec­
om m endations o f  the Senate 
standing com m ittee on elec­
toral matters are approved.

The com m ittee yesterday 
subm itted its report on the 
Electoral Bill with proposals 
for holding o f  the next elec­
tions six m onths before the 
tenure o f  the present public 
officers ends.

The presiden t, 36 state 
governors, National A ssem ­
bly m em bers and state legis­
lators are to vacate their of­
fices on M ay 29,2007.

Based on the 2002 Elec­
toral Act, elections must hold 
not later than 60 days before 
the tenure o f  public officers 
end, but the Seriate com m it­
tee am ended section 31 o f  
the new bill to make it m an­
datory to hold the next elec­
tions in D ecem ber 2006, six 
m onths before the term s the 
o f  present elected public o f­
ficers expire.

Led by S en a to r D avid  
Brigidi, the com m ittee had 
been w orking on the bill pre­
sented to the N ational A s­
sem bly by the Independent 
National Electoral Com m is­
sion (INEC).

T he idea  o f  e lec tro n ic  
v o tin g  in  2 0 0 7  w as 
a n tic ip a to r ily  ad o p ted  by 
INEC long before it got the 
approval o f  the National As-
c p m h l v

billion has already been pro­
posed to buy the electronic 
voting m achines, w hile an ­
other N5 billion has been ear­
m arked to operate the m a­
chines and transm it results 
after the elections.

Brigidi’s com m ittee gave 
a w holesale approval to the 
e-voting system  by adopting 
all IN EC ’s proposals on it in 
section 35 o f  the Bill. But the 
budget is yet to be approved | 
by the two cham bers o f  the j  

N ational Assembly.
It also upped the roo f for I 

election cam paign spending 
as follows: N 100 million for 
presidential candidates from 
N50 million, N50 million for 
g o v e rn o rsh ip  c o n te s ta n ts  j  

from N20 million; N20 million 
fo r S en ato ria l can d id a tes , i 
N10 million for m em bers o f  i 
the H ouse o f  R ep resen ta ­
tives candidates; N5 million 
for state House o f  Assem bly 
candidate; N5 million for lo­
cal governm ent ch a irm an ­
ship candidate; and N1 m il­
lion for councillorship con- i 
te stan ts.

A lso , in d iv id u a ls  a re  | 
barred  from  m aking d ona­
tions beyond N5 million to an 
election candidate.

Penalties for default o f  
these provisions range up to 
12 m onths in ja il. The com ­
m ittee also deleted a proviso 
that would have stopped the 
country  for slipping into a 
one party state.

Section 90 o f  INEC’s bill 
allows m erger o f  parties but 
w ith a proviso that says N i- :

time. But the Senate com m it­
tee deleted the caveat leav­
ing an open priviso for fus­
ing am ong parties.

T he new  bill a lso  p ro ­
v ides s tiffe r  p en a ltie s  for 
election offenders.

M u ltip le  r e g is t ra t io n ,  
possession o f  m ore than one

v o ters card and buying 
selling o f  voter cards au  
attract fines and a fiv e 
ban from political acti\ itic- 

The report was laid x 
the Senate yesterday but 
date has been fixed for . 
bates on the recom m c 
tions.

Protest marks auction 
of Wuse market shops

(T*=»ric* mu ct  Via nrvt Ip

Few  w eeks ahead o f  the 
com m encem ent o f  the 
auctioning o f  shops at 

the  W use m a rk e t, A b u ja , 
over 100 com plaints and pro­
test letters have been lodged 
with the implementation com­
m ittee on issues related to 
the ow nership and genuine 
d o c u m e n ta tio n  o f  so m e 
shops by the traders.

S p e a k in g  W ed n esd ay  
w hile briefing new sm en on 
the progress o f  the com m it­
tee, the chairm an o f  the com ­
mittee, Mr. Ben Okbo, said 
the com plain ts  w hich  w as 
m o stly  re c e iv e d  o v er th e  
w eekend w ere based on the 
ow nersh ip  o f  the shops in 
the market.

He said some traders who 
purchased the shops at very 
high rates previously are pro­
te s t in g  a g a in s t  th e  n ew  
policy, adding that the com ­
mittee w as doing it’s best to 
address the issues before it 
begins the auction , say ing  
that over 50 percent o f  the 
complaints received from the
t r n r l f » r c  r(±  Vip»ir»rr K \/

By H a m i s u  M u h a m m a d .
Business Reporter

O v er 1 ,030 sh o p s  are 
billed for auction in the r  
ket as recom m ended b\ 
Federal Executive Cou- . 
through the grant o f  a I. _ 
lease o f  50 years.

The reserve prices ot : . 
sh o p s  ra n g e s  b e tw e  ■’ 
N 1,306,250 per 6.5 squa-c 
m etres to  N 3 ,463 ,125  
24.35 square mejfes wh i k 
canteen is about N2,178,K -

A ccording to Mr. O k ' 
special provisions have be. n 
m ade for traders and oc. . 
pants o f  the shops in the a 
t io n in g  p ro ce ss , w ith  
com m ittee o f  tw o ca tego r es 
o f  people such as trader^ >r 
o ccupan ts  w ho have been 
given provisional offers a-v  
the general public who h a ' c 
interest.

Asked on the ownersb i p 
o f  the m arket betw een ;K- 
A buja M unicipal A rea coun 
cil (AM AC) and the Feder i! 
Capital Development Auth 
ity (FCDA), Mr. Okbo sa d
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A box contain ing black papers, fa k e  d o llar bills a n d  a bo ttle  o f  chem ica ls recovered  fro m  su spected  m oney doublers b y  detectives fro m  F C T  p o lic e  com m and...recently.
Pix: S hehu  A b u b a k a r

FCT police arrest 34 robbers 
22 others
The FCT po lice  com  

m and  y e s te rd a y  an 
nounced the arrest o f  

I 34 arm ed robbery suspects 
and 22 others for various of­
fences including car snatch­
ing, trafficking in hard drugs 

i and money doubling.
The com m issioner o f  po­

lice, Mr. L aw rence A lobi,
| speaking while parading the 
suspects before newsm en in 
his office said that five armed 
robbery attem pts w ere also 
foiled by his men.

Mr. A lobi said the sus­
pects were arrested between 
I and '22f* o f  January this 
year while a total o f  14 stolen 
vehicles were recovered from 
them ,” he added.

He said though some o f  
the suspects arrested during 
the robbery  operations en ­
gaged his men in serious gun 
battles, the police he said, 
succeeded in arresting all the 
suspects alive to  ensure that 
they were given fair hearing 
in courts.

Items recovered from the 
suspects included 19 locally 
made pistols, two pum p ac­
tion guns, 39 ammunitions, 16 
cartridges and som e foreign 
currencies.

Mr. Alobi who lam ented 
the continued involvem ent 
o f  youths in crim e, advised -> 
parents to ensure that they 
closeiv m onitor the activities

By S h e h u  A b u b a k a r ,
Reporter 

o f  their children and wards to 
make sure they were not al­
lowed to develop bad habits.

He advised crim inals to

leave the FCT, adding that his 
men are now m ore equipped 
to challenge any gang that 
tries to attack innocent citi­
zens.

He said governm ent has 
recently provided his com ­
mand with additional vehicles 

‘and com m unication  equip­
ment to com bat crime.

He explained that when 
the C C TV  cam era fo r the 
monitoring o f  people’s move­
ments and activities is finally 
installed in Abuja, his com ­
m and will ensure a crime free 
territory.

The M inisterof PoliceAf- 
fairs, Mr. Brodrick Bozimo, 
announced recently that the

contract for the installation 
o f  CCTV cam eras in Lagos 
an d  A b u ja  h av e  b een  
awarded.

He said the contractors 
have been given up to M arch 
this year to com plete the in­
stallation.

W ork on the project has 
since started.

Father, daughter in police net over dead of 
boyfriend
T:

he p o lic e  in L agos 
have arrested a man 
an d  h is  te e n a g e  

d au g h ter w hose boy friend  
allegedly died in her room 
shortly after a night outing.

T h e  d e c e a se d  s im p ly  
identified as M allachi, D aily  
Trust leanrt, w ent out w ith 
some friends to drink in a bar 
at M asha area o f  S uru lere 
an d  re tu rn e d  to  h is  g ir l 
friend's place thereafter.

The incident occurred on 
Tuesday in Itire area o f  Lagos 
w here the g ir t ifv e s ,  D aily  
Trust learnt that the teenage 
girl nam ed Helen, reportedly 
went out to buy candle only 
to re tu rn  to rne.et M alach i 
writhing on a the floor. He was 
rushed to a nearby hospital 
w here he w as p ronounced  
dead on arrival.

The L agos sta te po lice 
sp o k e sm a n , M r. O lu b o d e  
O jajuni, who confirm ed the 
story to D aily Trust, said the 
corpse has been d^posifecj^t,. 
the public mortuary awaiting 
outopsy. He said efforts were 
being m ade to contact some

By Bola  O j o u l a ,
Lagos

o f  the deceased  friends as 
they m ay have useful infor­
m ation that m ay assist the 
police in their investigations.

A lso  sam e d ay  at 
M aroko, Lagos Island, three 
yo u n g  m en a lle g e d  to  be 
members o f  an armed robbery'

gang narrowly escaped being 
m obbed after they w ere fin­
gered by a security guard as 
the gang who attacked resi­
dents earlier that day.

T h e  s u s p e c ts  n a m e ly  
Jam es, W ale and  B iodun , 
w ere rescued by a team  o f 
policem en who cam e to the 
scene.

Sources told Daily Trust 
th a t the th ree  young  m en 
w ere cornered at the Lekki 
ro u n d ab o u t a f te r  one Issa 
A w alu  id e n tif ied  them  as 
m em bers o f  a six man gang 
w ho robbed him  o f  the sum 
o f  N9.600. They w ere said to 
have been severely  beaten 
before the police arrived.

Staff dupes National 
Hospital N3.7m

A,::female staff o f  the Na 
tional Hospital Abuja, 
(nam es w ithheld), is 

being quizzed by the police 
for allegedly defrauding the 
hospital o f  the sum o f  N3.7 
million.

A statem ent made avail­
able to D aily  Trust by the 
public relations officer o f  the 
hospital, Mallam Yahaya Ozi 
S ad iq , sa id  the h o s p ita l’s 
C h ie f  M e d ic a l D ire c to r  
(CMD), Dr. Zacheaus, discov­
ered the fraud when A ju\von 
Chetiifcs^W'tfte "hefkph  ̂’s 
bank w ere returned  on ac­
count that such monev was

Bv S u n d a y  E j i k e  B e n j a m i n ,
Senior Reporter

not in the account.
The statem ent explained 

that the s ta ff  in question was 
given the sum  (N 3.7m ) to 
lodge in the h o sp ita l’s ac ­
count w ith the United Bank 
for Africa when she allegedly 
perpetrated the act.

According to him , the fe­
male staff, in the course o f  in­
terrogation by a panel set up 
by hospital authority , con­
fessed-to have defrauded the

The statem ent quoted the 
CM D  as say ing  tha t s tric t 
m easures w ill be put in place 
to  prevent* reoccurrence o f  
such incidence.

He also said that one o f  
the female s ta ff  o f  the hospi­
tal recently involved in cer­
tificate scandal will soon face 
a disciplinary committee.

O n th e  s to le n  ra d io  
therapy equipm ent by a sta ff 
sent to claim  the items from 
DHL, a courier company, the 
statement sajd t,he equipm ent

Robbers w ho
stnp victims,
nabbed b\

By S h eh u  A b u b a k a r
Reporter

Som e robbery su->: 
said to have recei 
ro b b ed  and  s trip p e  

their victim s naked near ip 
per garage, Abuja, haw  
arrested by the police

Briefing newsm en ir u 
office on W ednesday F t' 
com m issioner o f  p o lk . 
Law rence A lobi, said ir c 
locally made pistols, f i\e  ' 
am m unitions and three . 
tridges were recovered t- 
the gang.

M r. A lo b i w ho  cc:-i 
mended m em bers o f  the 
lie for giving the police U'. 
ful information that led t< > 
arrest o f  members o f  the pa: l 
stressed the treatment 
to victims w'as stupid and i 
called for.

I le said though the act 
r e t  • .v  its^if is a conde 
n. ’ :< i’ne, but the strippi 
r <fc. ..if victims by robber 
■ a sc dehum anizing that 
one will tolerate it. “ I wono- 
what a robber will gain by c . 
humanizing his victims to ;l 
extent. If  they must rob t • 
legally acquire wealth, the 
why not let the innocent \ k 
tims go their w ay?” he aske 

Passengers that boarde. 
a com m ercial bus at Be rue 
ju n c t io n  on 13lh Ja n u ar; 
around  9.10 am to K ubu 
were robbed by people \\ h. 
posed earlier as p assen g e r 
They forced the driver to di 
vert the veh ic le  to a bu- 
p a th  w h e re  th e y  d isp o s  
sessed the victim s o f  the 
belongings including mone 
a laptop and GSM  handset 
They stripped  them  nak , 
and escaped in the bus.

Mr. A lobi said one ot : 
suspects, C hristopher M k  
w as traced  and arrested 
Sky C hief club, Wuse.

He said Mban who adr 
ted taking part in the atta. ■ 
assisted the police to arr. 
other m em bers o f  the ga 
and th e  rec o v e ry  o f  th . 
arms and ammunitions.

The FCT police boss s* 
the suspects will be charg 
to court as soon as invesn 
gatiofts in to  the m a tte r 
com pleted.

c t s

t lv

hogpftal rif fhCuarrkrilin*(*aiW0 ' has been recovered and the 
that she has so for paid  back po lice  is in v estig a tin g  the 
N 1.2 million to the hospital. matter. ir.P  f l
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Board alerts public on 
fake, stolen vehicle

Bags o f  substance suspected to he Indian hemp allegedly transported from  Delta state and Intercepted by detective'  • m 
F C T  police command ...recently. Pix: Shehu AbubaLir.

Police tighten security 
on Sokoto-Gasau

T he A n am b ra  S ta te  
B o a rd  o f  In te rn a l 
Revenue has alerted 
the public over the existence 

i o f  fake, old and stolen vehi­
c les and m o to rcycle  p la te  
numbers in some markets in

Man in court 
for store 

breaking, theft
By Usman A. Bello

O ne M r. A d ey em i 
Samuel o f  M abushi 
v illage,*A buja, has 
been  a rra ig n e d  b e fo re  an 

Abuja magistrate court, W u­
se Zone 6, charged with bug- 
glary and theft.

According to the first inf- 
| ormation report (FIR), January 
118, 2006, the accused broke 
I into a shop belonging to Mr.
| Chukwu Obonaya at Mabushi 
and made away with many 
items.

These include three doz­
ens o f  milk. 13 bottles o f  Bo­
om drink, 17 bottles o f  Bacc­
hus w ine, seven packets o f  

| sugar, one carton o f  genm an,
111 bottles o f  big size o f  petals, 
som e cream  and pom ade, 
som e pow der and perfum e. 
Others are 40 toilet rolls, five 
packets o f  m osquitoe coils, 
two cartons o f  squadron and 
two packets o f  curry powder, 
all valued at N49,670.

When the charge was read 
to the accused he pleaded not 
guilty. However, the m agist­
rate, Mrs. Rosemary Kayip, 
adjourned the case to Febru­
ary 6, 2006 for hearing and 
ordered the accused be rem a­
nded in prison custody.

the state.
T h e  C h a irm a n  o f  th e  

B o a rd , C o m ra d e  C h a rle s  
Onyeagba, gave the warning 
“yesterday in Avvka in an inte­
rview with the N ew s Agency 
ofN igeria(N A N ).

Onyeagba said the board 
discovered that the fake nu­
mbers have flooded the Nne- 
wi and O nitsha markets from 
Imo, Enugu and Ebonyi Sta­
tes.

He said that fake receipts 
and licences w ere being iss­
ued to unsuspecting m otor­
ists and motorcycle riders by 
a syndicate behind the shady 
deal.

“These fraudsters hope to 
flood the m arkets w ith their 
fake products so as to com p­
ete with genuine ones brou­
ght in by the Board o f  Internal 
Revenue to kickstart the new 
financial year revenue drive,” 
he added.

The chairman said that the 
fake plate num bers were sold 
with either “com puter-w as­
hed receipts or outdated gov­
ernment revenue receipts with 
an inscription “ANTF book 
6A”.

He said that the plate nu­
mbers were sold at less than 
the official prices with fake 
receipts to unsuspecting cus­
tomers.

O nyeagba said that law 
enforcem ent agencies would 
soon com m ence a statewide 
verification and enforcem ent 
action on the plate numbers.

He warned that anybody 
using plate numbers that were 
not p rin ted  by the Federal 
Road Safety Commission and 
marketed by m otor licensing 
offices would be arrested and 
prosecuted. The Sokoto state police 

co m m a n d  has 
re in fo rc e d  s e c u r ity  

along  the S okoto -  G usau 
road which has come under 
s e ig e  by  a rm e d  ro b b e rs  
recently.

Speaking to newsm en in 
S o k o to  y e s te rd a y  on th e  
identity o f  the police officer 
k ille d  on M o n d a y  w h ile  
escorting accident victim s to 
a h o sp ita l in S o k o to , the 
com m and’s public relations 
o f f ic e r , A S P  M o h am m ed  
Umar, said Constable Joseph 
Tawani was attacked by the 
b a n d its  w h ile  he w as 
arranging to  escort accident 
victim s o f  a 911 truck which 
was on its way to Jos from 
Illela but ended up at Bisalam 
village in Dange Shuni local 
governm ent area o f  the state.

ASP M oham m ed U m ar 
co n firm e d  th a t C o n s tab le  
Joseph Tawani w ho hailed 
fro m  K ad u n a  s ta te  w as 
attacked with machetes along 
with his colleague. Constable 
D antani G alad im a, w ho is 
currently receiving treatment 
at the Specialist Hospital. Tn 
Sokoto.

According to him, the two 
police officers were not armed 
at the tim e o f  the incident 
“because constables do not 
carry riffles which is a rule in 
th e  s e rv ic e ” . A SP  
M oham m ed U m ar said the 
police was yet to find out the 
num ber o f  the arm ed robbers 
as nobody has been arrested 
yet “but we are still on our 
guard to track them ” .

The police public relations 
officer revealed that a 24  -

From Aminu Mohammed,
Regional Editor, (Sokoto)

introduced along the Sokoto 
— Gusau road which has been 
record ing  several cases o f  
robberies

Apart from the 24 -  hour 
patrol, ASP Mohammed Umar 
further stated that the police

A s ta f f  o f  S tan d ard  
Trust B an k ’s guest 
h o u se  has b ee n  

sen tenced  to 14 m onths in 
p rison  by an A buja sen ior 
m agistrate for impersonation 
and cheating.

T he c o n v ic t,  A d am u  
A b d u llah i, w as a lleged  to 
h av e  to ld  on e  M iss 
N n e c h u ro y o  C h in w e , the 

I com plainant, that he had a 
boys q u a r te r  fo r ren t and 
allegedly collected N330,000 
from her only to disappear.

The accused person who 
is standing trial for criminal 
breach o f  trust and cheating 
pleaded guilty to the charges 

! and urged the court to tam per 
justice with mercy.

Abdullahi told the court 
j  th a t he w as d esp era te  fo r 

money when he approached 
her and that he has spent all 

| the money.
He told the court that he 

w o u ld  pay  N 3 0 0 0  e v e ry  
month to upset the m oney he 
owes since he did not have 
the money in bulk to pay back.

The p rosecu ting  po lice  
officer, Sylvester Sunday, told 
the court that although the 
a c c u se d  w as a f irs t  tim e

has co m e o u t w ith  new  
d e v ic e s  to  c h e c k m a te  
activities o f  arm ed bandits, 
“but we will not disclose it for 
now  u n til w e a re  fu lly  
convinced that it is working".

Meanwhile, the remains of 
late Constable Joseph Tawani 
w ere expected  to  be taken 
hom e y es te rd ay  w hile  the

By R uby R abiu , Senior 
Reporter

summarily in order to serve as 
a deterrent to others.

Senior m agistrate Zainab 
B a sh ir  in h e r  ru lin g , 
sentenced the accused to 14 
m onths in prison w ithout an 
option o f  fine and ordered 
that he refund in full to the

A n o ff ic e r  w ith  the 
N igeria Immigration 
Service, Ola Gbada- 

mosi, has been arraigned at 
an A buja senior m agistrate 
co u rt s it tin g  in K aru , fo r 
a l leg e d ly  re fu s in g  to  pay  
tenancy rate since 2004 for a 
two-bedroom flat he occupies 
in Jikwoyi, Phase 2, Abuja.

In a 12-point statement o f  
claim  subm itted before the 
c o u r t, B a rr is te r  A lle h  S. 
Okpeh, counsel to the p lain­
tiff, M r Ella Joseph Agbamu, 
averred that Mr Gbadamosi is 
a yearly paying tenant at the 
said prem ises whose annual 
ten an cy  ra te  is N 140,000 
adding that the last rent paid

1,  K '  » I M  II  •>

road
police is w orking to _ 
family his entitlem en''

In another devel* p 
the Sokoto state govern . 
has donated N 100,00'1 
yictims o f  the road ac^ 
which claimed the lives > 
p assengers  w hose cot: 
C o n s ta b le  Jo se p h  
escorting.

c o m p la in a n t th e  sum  
N330,000.

The com plainant, tolc 
court tha t the accused 
taken her and a friend 
boys quarter at Zaria Cre>c 
and after they had paid the 
sum  o f  N 3 3 0 ,0 0 0 . t^ev 
discovered that the house did 
not belong to him.

by the defendant was for :ie  
period betw een O ctober 
2003 to September 3 0 ,20< ■- 

According to the plain: 
M r G b a d a m o s i has been  
served all required  n o n . . '  
p lead ing  tha t he settles all 
outstanding rates as weli i- 
relinquish the said prem . '  
but all proved abortive He '  
therefore asking the court v  
grant him leave to re c o v e r  the 
sa id  p re m ise s  from  
defendan t, the arrears a rd  
current tenancy rate as v\. 
as all utility rates owed - 
him.

The case has been adj< 
ned to February 1, 2 0 %  r 

j, hearing. „ j: n
Y Ik vr 3( t 1

Police E m ergency  
Phone lines

J e l e p h o n e

08065803210 
0804231 5582

08065803206
08044907942

08065803203 
08044907939

08065803205 
08044907941

08065803207
08044907943

08065803208 
0804491 1520

08065803209 
0804491 1496

08065803211 
0804491 1526

08065803204 
'  - 08044907940

Zuba/Giri/Kwali/Abaji Highway (1) 0806 580 3201
0804491 1523

Zuba/Giri/Kwali/Abaji Highway (2) 0806 5803202
0804491 1524

Other Hot Lines 
Compol/DC OPS Numbers
FCT Police Com missioner’s Director Line 09-2341470
Office o f  FCT Police Commissioner 09-2341800
FCT Deputy Police Commissioner (operation) 09-2341811 
Co-ordinator MOPOL Visiting Units 0802301 9123

0805 591 7706
Others

08032003913,09 2341199.09 -2341198,09 - 5238711

Route/coverage area 
num bers
Apo (Gudu) Legislative 
Mechanic Village

; Asokoro/M aitama District

Central Business District 
(Construction and Independence 
Avenues)/City Gate Giri Junction

G ark il& II

Jabi/Utako/Gwarimpa I & II/ 
Karmo/Gwagwa

Karu/Nyanya

Kubwa/Bwari/Zuba/ 
Dei-Dei Route

Roving Unit

Wuse I & II

h o w  patfoL -has-now  been  * °ffend er,h e ;sh o u ld  be tried

STB staff jailed 14 months for cheating

Immigration officer faces 
court over tenancy rate
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Omoruyi tackles Ribadu on past leaders

Mr. Akinsanya Sunny-Ajose, head o f  service, Lagos State and Chief (Mrs) Olureini Tintibu, 
first lady, Lady State at the pens down ceremony fo r  the state's permanent secretaries 
...recently. Pix: Oladipupo Odtinewu

Form er D irector General 
o f  the defunct Centre for 
D em o c ra tic  S tu d ie s , 

(CDS). Professor Omo Omor­
uyi, has tackled the chairman 
o f the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC), 
Mallam Nuhu Ribadu, for acc­
using a generation o f  past N i­
gerian leaders o f  corruption, 
saying the attempt to discredit 
them was a disservice to the 
p re se n t a d m in is tra tio n  o f  
P re s id en t O lu se g u n  O ba- 
sanjo.

Ribadu had at the 3rd Ann­
ual Trust dialogue in Abuja 
last Thursday, taken swipes 
at some form er N igerian lea­
ders, including Alhaji Shehu 
S h ag ari, G enera l Ib rah im  
Babangida, the late General 
Sani A b ach a  and G enera l 
Abdulsalami Abubakar whom 
he said made corruption the 
g u id in g  p rin c ip le  o f  th e ir  
administrations.

But in a r ip o ste , Prof. 
Om oruyi said in an interview 
w ith our co rresp o n d en t in 
Abuja that Ribadu’s attack on 
these form er leaders was in

NBTE commends Obasanjo, NASS 
over parity in polytechnics
P re s id e n t O lu se g u n  

Obasanjo and the lea­
dership o f  the National 
Assembly Committees on F.d- 

ucation have been com m en­
ded for their efforts to remove 
the career progression barrier 
in the polytechnic sector.

The Executive Secretary 
o f  the N ational B oard for 
Technical Education (NBTE), 
Engr. Dr. N uru A. Yakubu, 
w ho expressed  the P oly te­
chnic sector’s gratitude dur­
ing the budget defense exer­
cise at the National Assembly, 
said the pronouncem ent by 
Mr. President has rem oved a 
twenty year burden weighing 
down the Polytechnic sector.

Dr. Yakubu who was opti­
mistic that w ith the preside­
n tia l p ro n o u n c e m e n t, the 
sector will become more vibr­
ant and contribute m eaning­
fully to national development, 
expressed hope that the C hief 
o f  S taff to the President and 
the H ead o f  Service o f  the 
Federation who were directed 
by Mr. P resid en t to  w ork 
to w a rd s  a c tu a liz in g  th e  
pronouncem ent w ould do a 
good job.

The Executive Secretary 
who was at the National A ss­
em bly to defend the budget 
o f  the  B o a rd  and  the  17 
Federal Polytechnics, said a 
N 22 .6  b illio n  b u d g et w as 
presen ted  for the N ational 
Board for Technical Educ­
ation and 17 Federal Polyte­
chnics.

The am ount he explained 
.was made up o f  N 19.06b for 
personnel. N820m overhead; 
N720m  for direct teaching 
and laboratory cost and two 
b ill io n  n a ira  fo r  c a p ita l 
projects.

He noted that the budget 
was presented in conform ity 
w ith  the d irec tiv e s  o f  the 
Federal M inistry o f  Educa­
tion regarding ceiling appr­
oved for the Board and the 
Federal Polytechnics, point­
ing out however, that the ne­

eds o f  the sector was far in 
excess o f  the ceiling.

The executive secretary 
stated that two m ajor policy 
issues informed the need for

more funds this year: enforc­
ement o f  the carrying capacity 
for polytechnics all o f  which 
he observed would mean less 
internally generated revenue.

He said the institu tions

need to be assisted with more 
funds to ensure the smooth 
running o f  programmes.

Similarly, the Executive 
Secretary said more funds are 
needed to continue with the 
UNESCO-assisted project for 
the revitalization o f  technical 
and vocational education in 
the country.

bad taste.
A ccord ing  to him , “the 

attempt to discredit former lea­
ders is a disserv ice to the pre­
sent adm inistration because 
Ribadu is not com petent to 
m ake any pronouncem ents 
on the in teg rity  o f  fo rm er 
leaders o f Nigeria. At his level, 
he was not in a position to 
know what happened in the 
past to write o ff a generation 
o f  Nigerian leaders.

“U nfortunately, w hat he 
was quoted to have said was 
not contained in the address 
he was supposed to have del­
ivered. It is difficult to hold 
him  responsib le for obicta  
dicta  (a statem ent you make 
that is not contained in your 
reasoned paper)”.

Om oruyi rem inded Riba­
du that he is holding a resp­
onsible position and warned 
against using the position to 
attack established N igerian 
institu tions, to wit: form er 
Heads o f  State.

He said his bit on Alhaji 
Shagari that it was during his 
administration that politicians 
started using private je ts  was 
not true, as according to him, 
“we w ere using private je ts 
before 1979. He said an Igbo 
p o li t ic ia n  in the  d e fu n c t 
National Peoples Party (NPP), 
got a private je t for the pres­
idential campaign o f  the late 
Dr. Nnamdi Azikwe in 1978”.

Omoruyi said that Ribadu 
-should not use his position 
at the EFCC to run a campaign 
o f  name calling, noting “that 
is not what the EFCC asked 
him to do. Those who set up 
the EFCC are w ell-m eaning

and never in the history 
dem ocracy  w ill a Ges:ap> 
type o f  institution be usl d 
undermine dem ocracy”.

He said w ith p a rtk .i 
reference to form er Presider 
B abang ida that the E f t  
boss should leave his (B;iK 
ngida's) future to the Nig. 
people, stressing that “v 
B abang ida com es out m. 
wants to be president, Ribadt. 
can vote against him if he v 
nts to; he can also camp : 
against him. But he sh> j L 
not use his position as E F l l  
chairm an to run a campai 
o f  name calling against him"

“Nigerian people are the 
voters. He should allow thcr 
to exercise their judgem ent 
dare to say that Ribadu is o i k  

o f the third termers because 
in one breath, he d ism i"  
Shagari, Babangida, A b a .1 
etc, and in another breatl he 
said O basanjo is providm .. 
answ ers to N ig eria ’s pr, 
lems.

"It is not for one per>. 
to begin to make that kind 
sta tem ent. W hy d o n 't  y o t  
allow our constitution to 1 
and our voters to exerci>. 
their rights? Babangida ' 
can d id a te  on sale. R ib ji 
may not buy him. I, Omo On i 
oruyi, will buy him. He has 
rights whether to buy him 
not, ju s t as I have the righ: 
buy him whether he (Ribadt 
con tin u es to sing: “cori 
ption.” N igerians who h.r . 
decided to buy him are the’ 
and those who will not b u . 
him are there, not because • t 
what Ribadu says”, Om ori i 
stated.

NASS tasked on voting rights 
for Nigerians in Diaspora

T he U n ite d  S ta te s  
ch ap te r cha irm an  o f  
the Peoples D em ocr­
atic Party (POP). Dr. Tex Warib- 

oko, has called on the N ati­
onal A ssem bly to consider 
the expeditious passage o f  
the bill for the voting rights 
o f  N igerians in the diaspora.

Speaking with Daily Trust 
in Abuja, Dr. Wariboko stated 
that the campaign for the pas­
sage o f  the bill, which has pas­
sed the first reading, would 
be sustained, stressing that 
once it is passed into law, it 
will integrate N igerians outs­
ide the country into the pol­
itical process.

He said, “ 1 think it is about 
the second reading now. 1 do 
not know if  it is going to be 
dropped or not, but we are 
hoping that it stays on and 
w'e have public hearings. The 
PDP in the USA has organized 
a public hearing in Houston, 
the first o f  its kind outside 
the shores o f  Nigeria and a 
lot o f  N igerians attended.

“They w ere  very conce­
rned about the passage o f  the 
Bill and really thought it is so­
mething that will tell Nigerians 
outside that they are not forg­
otten in the political process”.

He said the.prospects o f  
passing the bill appears to be 
good at the outset, pointing 
out that he held series o f  d is­
cussions w ith the Senate Co­
mmittee on Independent N at­
ional Electoral Com mission 
(1NEC), which, according to 
him, has made some recomm­
endations on the bill.

W ariboko rem inded that 
“Nigeria must not forget that 
we are an exam ple to the rest

By Sufuyan  O jeifo, (Special 
C orresponden t)

o f  the world, the black nation 
and especially Africa. Nigeria 
is truly the giant o f  Africa. 
And if  it has to lead this crus­
ade as a progressive dem oc­
racy, it must be careful and do 
things the right way.

"There is no reason’ why 
its citizens outside cannot be 
involved in the electoral proc­
ess; there is no reason why 
every  N igerian  shou ld  fly 
back to vote here. W hy? O th­
er countries are doing it, even 
in Africa, Ghana, Togo and 
South-Africa. Haiti is doing it. 
That is seemingly the poorest 
country in the world. Iraq just 
did it; so, N igeria can do it.

“IfN igeria believes that it 
can take the seat in the Secu­
rity  C ouncil in the U nited 
Nations, then it definitely can 
am end the constitution and 
allow  its citizens to vote out­
side the country'.

“ So, this figh t to m ake 
sure that Nigerians vote out­
side the country is not over 
and I call on all Nigerians, ev­
en those that reside in N ig­
eria, to make sure they talk to 
their congresses, their A sse­
mblymen and women because 
to am end the constitu tion , 
you have to go tw o-third and 
tw o-th ird s  o f  all the S tate 
Houses o f  A ssem bly, beca­
use it p ro m o te s  the good  
image o f  Nigeria.

“ I w ould com m end and 
actually implore the Obasanjo 
administration and the PDP to 
make sure that it does w hat­
ever it can to pass that Bill for 
the voting rights o f  Nigerians 
in diaspora” .

KATAGUM COMMUNITY 
BANK NIG. LIMITED

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Ninth Annual General Meeting of 
the members o f Katagum Community Bank Nig Limited will be 
held at the Conference Hall, Zaki Local Government Secretariat. 
Katagum, Bauchi State on the 12th day o f  February 2006 at 
10.00am to transact the following businesses:
ORDINARY BUSINESS
1. To receive the Report o f  the Directors, the Balance Sheet 
together with the profit and loss Account as at 31st December 
2004 and the Report o f  the Auditors thereon.
2. To declare Dividend
3. To reappoint Auditors.
4. To authorize the directors to fix the remuneration o f  the 
Auditors.
SPECIAL BUSINESS
5. To consider and if  thought fit, to pass the following resolution 
as ordinary resolution:
Increase the authorized share capital o f  the Bank from ten million 
naira divided into ten million ordinary shares o f  one naira each 
to twenty-five million naira divided into twenty-five million 
ordinary shares o f  one naira each by creating additional fifteen 
millidn ordinary shares o f  one naira each to rank equally with the 
existing ordinary shares.

BY O R D E R  O F  T H E  BOARD 
DATED 22ND JANUARY, 2006

V\
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Senate pledges support for FERMA
The C hairm an, Senate 

Com m ittee on Works, 
Senator Idris Kuta, has 

pledged to provide the lati­
tude to do what is right in or­
d e r  to  k e e p  th e  f e d e ra l  
r o a d  n e t w o r k  in  g o o d  
c o n d i t i o n  a t a l l  t im e s ,  
s a y in g  th a t ro a d s  a re  fo r  
th e  g e n e ra l u se  an d  se rv e  
th e  in te r e s t  o f  th e  p e o p le  
o f  N ig e r ia .  »

S e n a to r  K u ta  m a d e  th e  
s t a t e m e n t  w h e n  th e  
c h a i r m a n  o f  F E R M A  
b o a r d ,  E n g i n e e r  ( D r . )  
E m m a n u e l Iw u a n y a n w u , 
led  h is  b o a rd  to  d is c u s s  
i s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  to  ro a d  
d e v e l o p m e n t  w i th  th e  
S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  
W orks.

S e n a to r  K u ta  r e v e a le d  
th a t  to  d e m o n s tr a te  th e  
c o m m i tm e n t  o f  h i s  
c o m m i t t e e  o n  r o a d s  
m a in te n a n c e ,  th e  c o m ­
m i t te e  h a d  b e f o r e  n o w  
m ad e  a fo rm a l re q u e s t  to  
th e  a g e n c y ,  to  p r o v id e  
th e m  w ith  a l i s t  o f  a l l  
r o a d s ,  p o in t in g  o u t th e  
w o r th in e s s  o f  e a c h  fo r  
th e  w o rk s  c o m m i t t e e ’s

a t te n t io n .
E a r l ie r ,  th e  c h a ir m a n  

h a d  in f o r m e d  th e  
c o m m itte e  th a t  F E R M A  
o p e r a t e s  w i t h i n  th e  
c o n te x t  o f  e x is t in g  la w s 
a n d  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o b je c t iv e s  o f  th e  c o u n try  
to  p u r s u e  th e  v a r i o u s  
p r o g r a m m e s  a im e d  a t 
tu r n in g  N ig e r ia n  r o a d s  
a ro u n d .

H e d is c lo s e d  th a t  th e  
b o a r d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
i n t e n d s  to  s t e p  u p  th e  
a g e n c y ’s d i r e c t  l a b o u r  
o p e ra t io n s ,  in  w h ic h  th e  
C h ie f  M a in te n a n c e  E n g i­
n e e r s  ( C M E s )  in  a l l  
s ta te s  o f  th e  f e d e ra t io n  
a re  in  c h a rg e .

A l r e a d y ,  th e  C h i e f  
M a in te n a n c e  E n g in e e r s  
a re  on  m a ss iv e  r e p a ir  o f  
fa i le d  p o r t io n s  o f  ro a d s  
a ll o v e r  th e  c o u n try . He 
w as  q u ic k  to  ad d  th a t  th is  
m e a s u r e  m a y  b e  
p a l l i a t i v e  a n d  a b i t  f a r  
b e t w e e n  w h a t  i s  r e ­
q u i r e d ,  “ b u t  i f  w e  a re  
c o n s ta n t ly  on  th e  ro a d ,  
w e c o u ld  in te rv e n e  in  a 
m a n n e r  th a t c o u ld  h e lp  in

e a s i n g  t r a f f i c ,  w h i l e  
a t t e n t i o n  is  g r a d u a l l y  
tu r n e d  o n  c o n s t r u c t io n  
an d  r e h a b il i ta t io n  by th e  
f e d e r a l  m i n i s t r y  o f  
w o rk s .”

T h e  b o a rd  as  p a r t  o f  its  
i n i t i a l  p r o g r a m m e  o f  
a c t io n  h a s  s in c e  to u re d  
th e  le n g th  an d  b re a d th  o f  
th e  c o u n try  to  a s s e s s  th e  
c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  th e  
n a t io n s ’ ro a d s . H e n o te d  
t h a t  th e  a g e n c y  h a d  
a c h ie v e d  n o ta b le  su c c e s s  
in t r a n s fo rm in g  a nO m ber 
o f  ro a d s , w h ic h  h ith e r to  
c o u ld  n o t b e  t r a v e r s e d  
w i t h o u t  h o r r i b l e
e x p e r ie n c e s .

W h ile  a c k n o w le d g in g  
t h a t  t h e  a v a i l a b l e  
r e s o u r c e s  h a v e  m a n y  
i n t e r e s t  a n d  s e c t o r s  
c o m p e t i n g  f o r
g o v e rn m e n t fu n d in g , he 
in fo rm e d  th e  c o m m itte e  
th a t  th e  n o rm a l  a n n u a l  
b u d g e ta ry  a l lo c a t io n  a p ­
p r o p r ia te d  to  th e  a g e n c y  
h as  p ro v e n  to  be g ro s s ly  
i n a d e q u a t e  f o r
s u s t a i n a b l e  r o a d
m a in te n a n c e  a c t iv i t ie s .

2007: Revalidate your PDP 
registration -  Goje urges

M e m b e rs  o f  th e  
P e o p le s  D em o  
cratic Party (PDP), 

who could not revalidate their 
membership in the last regis­
tration and revalidation exer­
cise in Com be State have been 
advised to  do so in the cur­
rent m op-up exercise if  they 
wish to contest the 2007 gen­
eral elections.

G o v e rn o r  M o h am m ed  
Danjum a G oje who gave this 
advise w hile receiving m em ­
bers o f  the exercise on Thurs­
day, said those who refused 
to revalidate their membership 
should take advantage o f  the 
current one to enable them  
actualise their dreams in 2007.

G overnor G oje said these 
politicians should not blam e 
him or the party if  they fail to 
contest in the com ing elec-

From Muhammad Abubakar,
i Correspondent (Gombe) j

tions because, according to 
him , there was no way they 
could contest under the party 
i f  they are not duly registered 
in their wards.

“Every politician m ust re­
spect his party which is the 
bedrock o f  his governm ent, 
because not doing so is un­
derm ining its success. I call 
on those politician in Abuja 
w ho feel too big to com e and 
register to do so in their own 
interest,” said the governor.

In her address, the leader 
o f  the revalidation exercise 
team , Senator Joy Em ordi, 
w ho expressed  sa tisfaction  
with the harm ony that exists 
betw een  the party  and the 
governm ent, said the current

exercise w as m eant to give 
opportunity to those dissat­
isfied with the earlier exercise 
to register.

She said about 20,000 mem­
bership cards w ould be dis­
tributed in all the eleven local 
governm ent areas o f  the state 
in the three day exercise as­
suring those interested in re­
validating their mem bership 
o r  jo in in g  th e  p a r ty  o f  
“enough cards to go round.”

It will be recalled that the 
first exercise held in October 
last year was boycotted by 
some powerful party members 
in the state who claim ed to 
have been registered by the 
A m bassador Yerima Abdul- 
lahi-led exercise which was 
c a n ce lle d  by  th e  n a tio n a l 
headquarters o f  the PDP.

m u in

2004 2003

ASSETS EMPLOYED
Cash 1.723.478 2,551,128
Balance with other banks 16,136,296 10,001,138
Loans and advances 2,322,282 6,029.5
Other assets 562,851 233,013
Fixed assets 1.303.643 1.405.540
Total assets 22.048.550 2 0 .2 2 0 3 *

FINANCED BY

LIABILITIES
Deposits, current & other accounts 9 .384,901 9 ,4 2 9 .6 ':
Other liabilities 3 .362 .138 3 .231 .134

12.747 .039 1 2 .660 .8 m6
CAPITAL AND RESERVES
Share capital 6 .262 ,900 5 .000 .000
Statutory reserve 956.749 625,155
General reserve 2 ,081 .862 1 .934.434
Shareholders fund 9 .3 0 1 .5 1 1 7 .559 .589

22.048 .550 20 .220 ,395

PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER, 2004
Gross earnings 6.288 .995 5 .872 .124
Profit before taxation 1.725,312 1,459,093
Taxation (620.000) (550.0001
Profit after taxation 1 .105,312 909,093

APPROPRIATIONS
Transfer to statutory resen t 331.594 272,728
Proposed dividend 626.290 500,000
Transfer to general reserve 147.428 136.365

1 ,105,312 909,093
'"T :H****»« !**?»* 3mmidmtmiohmtto:

REPORT OF THE AUDITORS ( ABRIDGED) TO THE MEMBERS OF KATAGUM COMMUNITY BANK INK, t 
LTD.
We have examined she financial statements of Katagum Community Bank Nig. Ltd which have been prepared on the bass • r 
the accounting policies set out therein.

RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF DIRECTORS AND AUDITORS
The bank’s directors are responsible for the preparation o f the financial statements, while it is oar responsibility to form 
independent opinion based coots' audit o f the sakaem and report our opinion thereon.

BASIS OF OPIN ION
We conducted our s u i t  in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. An audit includes examination on a 
basis, o f evidence relevant to the amounts and disclosures m the financial statements, it also includes an assessment o f fe. 
significant estimates and judgements made by the directors in the preparation o f the financial statements and o f  whether t -. 
accounting policies are appropriate to the bank's circumstances, consistently applied and adequately disclosed.

We planned and performed our audit so as to obtain all the information and explanations which we considered necessary n 
order to provide as with sufficient evidence to give a reasonable assurance that she financial statements are free from nutem 
mis-statement, whether caused by fraud, other irregularity; or error. In forming our opinion, we also evaluated the overall 
adequacy o f the presentation of information in the financial statements and assessed whether the bank's hooks o f  accounts ha- 
been properly kept.

OPINION
In our opinion, the tank has kept proper books of account and the financial statements are in agreement with the books. The 
financial statements drawn up a  conformity with-the generally accepted accounting standard in Nigeria give a true and fair 
view of the state of affairs of she bank as at 31‘ Dec. 2094, the profit and cash flow for the year ended on that date and have beer 
property prepared in accordance with the provisions of die Bank's and Other Financial Institutions Act. 1991, Communii 
Banks A ct 1991 Prudential Guidelines and other circulars issued by the Central Bank of Nigeria, .tnd Companies and Allied 
Matters Act, 1990.

OUi OLANireci N I f f t



ALHAJI GARBAAMINU
Alhaji (Dr) AhmaduAdamu Mu’azu, 
Executive Governor o f Bauchi State, 
Government House,
Bauchi.

Magajin Garin Bauchi

Your Excellency,

L E T T E

I write in my capacity as an elder 
statesman to voice my thoughts over 
some recent happenings within and 

outside the state.
I must start by commending your 

t ire le ss  e ffo rt  in the recen t Hajj 
operations, where you worked day and 
night to make sure that at least about 
two thousand, five hundred pilgrims 
from our state were able to undertake a 
trip to the Holy Land in order to fulfill 
their spiritual obligations, which is one 
o f  the five pillars o f  Islam. I was made 
to understand that without your physical 
involvement in the whole operations, 
almost all the intending pilgrims from 
Bauchi State would have lost the chance 
to perform  the Hajj opera tions, as 
witnessed in other states where very few 
or even none could travel to the Holy 
Land due to one logistic problem or 
the other. You are indeed the best among 
equals.

Also worthy o f  note is the life-saving 
measure you took in the Holy Land by 
bailing out about 29 pilgrims by giving 
them a token amount o f  N2,000,000 to 
save them from any calamity that may 
befall them. It is indeed your personal 
intervention, as well as your determined 
resolve to ensure that our pilgrims return 
to Nigeria safely and hassles free.

Your Excellency, the Hajj issue just 
goes a long way in vindicating my long­
term assessment o f  your administration 
as the best thing to happen to our dear 
Bauchi State since its creation in 1976. 
With due respect to our past governors, 
viz Col. Bello Khaliel (1976-78), Col. 
Garba Duba (1978-79), the late Alh. 
Abubakar Tatari Ali (1979— 83), Brig. 
Sani Sami (1983-85), Col. Chris Abutu 
Garuba (1985-88), Col. Joshua Madaki 
(1988-90), Col.Abu Ali (1990-91), the 
late Alh. Dahiru Mohammed (1991 -93), 
the late Wing Comm. James Yana Kalau 
(1993-94), Navy Captain Rasheed Adisa 
Raji (1 9 9 4 -9 6 ) ,  Col. T h eo p h ilu s

" ip ^ -

*  4 r

A l haj i  (Dr)  A h m a d u  A d a m u  M u' a z u ,
E xecutive G overnor o f  B auchi S tate

Bamigboye (1996-98), Wing Comm. Abdul 
Adamu Mshelia (1998-99), for all their 
cumulative efforts towards developing the 
state, none o f  them can boast ofachieving 
one-tenth o f  what you were able to achieve 
in the  six y ears  o f  y o u r  dynam ic  
administration.

The contribution o f  your government to 
the development o f  Bauchi State cannot be 
over emphasized . In a spate o f  six years, 
Bauchi has sprung from the image o f  just 
another state to that o f a model state worthy 
o f  emulation by all the 36 states o f  the 
federation. You have been able to impact on 
the lives o f all and sundry in all the facets o f 
hum an endeavour. S ignificant projects 
implemented include roads construction, 
ag r ic u ltu ra l  d e v e lo p m e n t,  hous ing  
development, rural electrification, water 
supply and so many countless projects 
which are invaluable to humanity.

One good thing that gladdens my mind is 
the fact that the world is not oblivious of 
your strenuous efforts towards leaving our 
state better than you met it through a dint o f  
sac r if ice ,  se l f -c o n sc io u sn e s s  and 
progressive spirit. It is therefore no surprise 
that you have been honoured with various 
aw ards  by p ro m in en t  in te rn a tio n a l  
organizations over the last six years in

Al ha j i  G a r b a  Aininu 
(M agajin Garin Bauchi)

recognition o f  your selfless efforts. In 
the same vein, within a period o f  two 
m onths, you were honoured with 
honourary Doctorate Degrees by three 
re p u ta b le  u n iv e rs i t ie s ,  nam ely  
Ig b en id eo n  U n ive rs i ty ,  O kada; 
University o f  Maiduguri and Federal 
University  o f  Technology, Akure. 
These are aside others already bagged 
during the first dispensation. The feat 
is indeed unrivalled by any public 
figure in Nigeria today.

Similarly, the traditional institutions 
are not left out in recognizing your 
indelible footprints in the development 
o f  Bauchi State; nay N igeria  by 
honoring you with various traditional 
titles all over the country. •

I therefore hope that you will not 
relent in your dogged commitment to 
realizing the full potential o f  Bauchi 
State as the mimero it no among all the 
36 states o f  the federation, thereby 
paving the way for greater aspirations.

Barka da Sallah.

Yours faithfully,
Signed 

Alhaji Garba Aminu 
(Magajin Garin Bauchi)
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t o n
For more credible national honours award
It som etim es beats one’s 

imagination how even those 
issues which ordinarily 
i should not be smeared with 

; controversy easily become 
subjects o f doubt and suspicion 

i in a country like Nigeria where 
j human resources are so abun- 
i dant and outstanding efforts are 
I clearly m anifested by great 
i achievements o f individuals, 

groups or communities. The 
j truth is that we have taken cor- 
| ruption, sycophancy and per­

petration of mediocrity, and the 
i  so-called “God-fatherism” to 
; such ridiculous levels in our 

national life that we have be­
come easily blinded by senti­
ments even in situations where 
the merit criteria is in our best 
interest as a nation. This is the 
way one can explain how the 
selection o f a list o f Nigerians 
for national honours became 
recently smeared in contro­
versy as a result o f perceived 
(for whatever reason) question­
able characters among those 
listed. Although among those 
eventually confirmed and con­
ferred, there are quite some cred­
ible and worthy individuals; the 
initial controversy generated 
could have been avoided if only 
to uphold the sanctity of a na­
tional honours list through 
clearly-stipulated criteria, which 
could have been strictly adhered 
to in a most transparent man­
ner.

In every civilised nation of 
contemporary times, the es­
sence of such an exercise as 
honouring citizens with classi­
fied national honours is to re­
ward sacrifice to the nation and 
humanity, and to more impor­
tantly, motivate every other citi­
zen with potentials for out­
standing contributions for na­
tion-building. The idea is also 
to create a league of national 
heroes and mentors for the 
younger and future genera­
tions. When, however, a nation 
Vnconsciously or consciously 
subjects national honours to 
mundane criteria such as eth­
nic or geopolitical quota repre-

By Ibrahim A. Kok)
sentation, the connection syn­
drome, elite manipulation, cor­
ruption by “cash and carry” 
methods, and partisan 
politicisation, then the merit o f  
such honours would have been 
thrown to the winds. The con­
sequence is that such a nation 
would have bastardised the 
merit culture as a yardstick for 
striving for national develop­
ment by citizens and would be 
creating corrupt and fraudulent 
elements as role models for fu­
ture generations.

How the 2005 initial list o f 
national honour awardees de­
generated to such scorn and 
discredit o f public opinion com­
mentators in Nigeria is not far­
fetched from the issues ex­
plained herewith. The list was 
replete indeed with names for 
which commentators could ei­
ther not vouch for their cred­
ibility to have merited the award 
or whose backgrounds and 
characteristics were obviously 
questionable. There were also 
those whose contributions to 
the nation were either virtually 
non-existent or so insignificant 
that honouring them would 
have amounted to bastardising 
any reasonable criteria for mer­
iting the nominations. This is 
one o f  the strongest reasons 
why individuals like Chinua 
Achebe, whose contributions 
to the Nigerian nation towers 
over and above most known 
national honour awardees, had 
to refuse his own nomination.

Even though in previous 
years, opinions had always var­
ied on the criteria used for nomi­
nating and selecting awardees, 
the 2005 list initially drew so 
much ire that whatever credibil­
ity remained of die criteria used 
was almost completely jetti­
soned. Unfortunately, apart 
from newspaper adverts calling 
for nominations on the basis of 
die curriculum vitae and write­
ups on citizens considered wor­
thy of the awards, every other 
aspect of the procedure of se­

lection was shrouded in such 
secrecy that hardly could the 
entire process have been sub­
jected to any credibility and 
meritoratic test. What we saw 
at the end was just a lis t o f 
people conferred with some 
conjectured citation of claims of 
achievem ents and contribu­
tions to the nation.

And indeed, this is not to 
suggest that lists year after year 
had been made up o f people 
who did not merit the award. It’s 
ju st that over the years, the 
dominance of those who do not 
merit it have become more glar­
ing and overbearing.

It is time that Nigerians revis­
ited whatever existing criteria are 
used in selecting both national 
honours and merit awards even 
though the latter for now seems 
to still bear some significant level 
o f credibility. But if the musings 
that followed even the 2005 na­
tional merit awards to four emi­
nent professors are anything to 
go by, then even this category 
((national merit) needs to have 
its criteria straightened out and 
made more transparent. The 
essence of revisiting and restat­
ing the criteria for national 
awards in my opinion will be to 
make them reflect more of con­
temporary universal standards 
and to protect the credibility and 
integrity o f  national honours 
and merit awardees as custodi­
ans o f role models o f nation- 
building.

There are four universally- 
acclaimed criteria for citizens 
making national awards of ei­
ther the honours or meritorious 
service of academic/profes­
sional accomplishments.

These are outstanding or 
meritorious service commit­
ment, innovations or discover­
ies of significance to national 
development, outstanding 
mobilisation inputs for nation - 
building and impact creation on 
the lives of citizens and human­
ity. In most cases, a minimum of 
two of these criteria are essen­
tial for consideration for nomi­
nation in the first place and

where final selection is consid­
ered a serious business, accom­
plishments in the third and pos­
sibly fourth criteria are applied. 
In each criteria, consideration is 
also given not only to transcen­
dent qualities o f achievement, 
but also to conformist and re­
bellious tendencies which im­
pact on nationhood at given 
periods of time. That is why citi­
zens o f the radical, conserva­
tive, moderate, rebellious elite 
and the masses divide in the 
nation can make the list with­
out recourse to sentim ents. 
Once these criteria are not the 
basis for nominations and se­
lection for national awards, the 
exercise loses its validity and 
credibility and inflicts a danger­
ous trend on the national 
psyche to the worship of medi­
ocrity, indolence and fraud.

To me, a disciplined, prin­
cipled and nationally-committed 
politician who stood and fought 
for an ideology for national de­
velopment is more worthy of a 
national award than those who 
have used their opportunity of 
public office to loot the treasury 
and have mastered the trick of 
cleverly covering their tracks 
while pretending to be pious. A 
citizen who is known for persis­
tent opposition to policies of 
those in government and for his 
stand for the truth (no matter 
whose ox is gored) deserves the 
national award more than some 
opportunist in governm ent 
whose stock-in-trade is propa­
ganda with nothing to show for 
it A civil servant whose record 
of service is untainted and 
served conscientiously to be­
come a reference point of exem­
plary service is the one more 
deserving of a national honour, 
and not the one who served a 
long number of years and made 
no difference in his or her own 
personal career nor that of oth­
ers. An academic who pro­
pounded some tested theory 
most useful to the lives of the 
citizens is the one deserving of 
a national merit award and not 
some career academic who af­

ter attaining professorship re­
lapses to mere teaching and text­
book-writing.

Military personnel who has 
gone on several military and 
peace-keeping operations on 
behalf o f the country is the one 
more worthy o f  a national 
honours than the one whose 
career is mainly political and dip­
lomatic postings. A minister or 
top governm ent functionary 
who initiates a policy that pre­
cipitated fundamental and im­
pacting changes is the one de­
serving o f  a national honours 
and not one whose tenure is 
only to make up the numbers.

A justice of the law with the 
track record of incorruptibility is 
the one deserving of a national 
honours and not the one who 
only through his years of service 
was catapulted to a high legal 
position. The legislator initiating 
bills which will change the lives 
o f Nigerians is the one deserv­
ing of national honours and not 
the one raising so-called matters 
of public urgency on the basis of 
primordial sentiments and over­
sight function gratifications.

In the face o f the trend in 
bastardising national awards 
and persistent scepticism that 
is becoming a permanent feature 
threatening the credibility o f the 
exercise and awardees year af­
ter year, the following sugges­
tions are pertinent:

* The Presidency should as a 
m atter o f  urgency set up a 
League o f National Awardees 
for both the honours and merit 
categories to appraise existing 
criteria and to update them to 
become more universally-ac­
claimed ones acceptable to most 
Nigerians. The league should be 
selected from eminent and cred­
ible awardees of the past and 
mandated to cany on die func­
tion subsequently.

Hie league should operate 
with a board which wiH be re­
sponsible for searching for and 
collating future nominations 
with a view to verifying claims 
of nominees from all segments 
of national development efforts.

The board would also 
procedures and the sc 
process of the league as ■ 
parent as possible in > 
way that those who e\ 
make the list will be of - 
tionable character an - 
standing achievements

For the protection of tl 
age o f the country anc 
sure that the national 
role is for now and in the. 
not in doubt to the presc 
future generations, all list 
1960 should be subjects 
minimum of the stated • 
Those who do not m. 
minimum of the univers. 
claimed criteria should ' 
listed forthwith. I sugg. st 
even the present ovl 
politicisation o f  honoru 
lowships and doctoral det” 
in the higher institutioi 
universities should be tr 
in the same way as sug^i 
herewith.

National awards in Ni. 
have been so abused 
level o f insult to the Ni: 
psyche. This is danger 
the psychology of effort' 
branding Nigeria and ir 
guarding the place of rr 
nation-building.

That one has served in v,h.n 
ever capacity in the puf 
private sector for so man' 
or that one has attained 
position in public office are r» > 
guarantee for the persons to txr 
selected as national hon.- 
awardees.

The innovations, sacrifice, im­
pact, mobilisation and chamt 
created in nation-building rcsuk 
ing from such long yeans of *r- 
vice or occupation of such 
tions qualify one more for n*> ma 
awards. There is no doubt lotto* 
that the procedure for nomam 
tion and selection of national 
awardees in Nigeria requnck ie- 
torming. In the spirit of NET I S. 
let such a reform be one of na­
tional psychology angle rf ike 
reform agenda in the coimr

Profi Ibrahim A. Koto a  m, 
Provost o f  Niger State CmMegr 
o f  Education, Minna.

Assessing Niger State’s information commissioner
A  is'- Z \ p e

successful government 
is that which steers the 

ople through its poli­
cies towards the attainment of 
social, moral and economic 
greatness, as well as the 
achievement of political stabil­
ity. You will find such govern­
ments very transparent and 
their operative organs very de­
termined, honest and trustwor­
thy. These governments iden­
tify and associate themselves 
with the plight o f the general 
public. Such governments also 
have very vital links, systems 
and machineries that get their 
policies to the people for their 
positive response toward the 
achievement o f the desired ob­
jectives and goals.

The vital operative organ of 
the government which carries 
out policies for the people, 
mobilise them to understand 
the policies, make them re­
spond positively to the policies 
for the benefit o f all is known as 
and called the Ministry of In­
formation, sometimes of Tour­
ism and Culture. Thus, it serves 
as the vital' link between the 
government and the governed.

After careful appraisal and 
consideration, I picked the 
Niger State Ministry o f Infor­
mation under the able 
com m issionership o f  Alhaji 

■. ‘ r Hmaru Abldullahi Ragada as the r 
,v i  i toast sftueyte.vilall iriftjrttwecn, 

the ggy^jTimeijfc ^nd^lhffjgoVj-. 
cmed in Nigeria for'many rea-

By Hassan Marafa
sons.

To start with, the Niger State 
Commissioner o f Information, 
Alhaji Umaru Abdullahi Ragada 
on whose shoulders rests the re­
sponsibility o f disseminating all 
the necessary messages from the 
government to the governed and 
feed Governor {Cure's administra­
tion with the peoples’ responses, 
is an intelligent and honourable 
man. He carries out his duties dili­
gently, honestly and wisely. His 
initiatives and actions, making 
Niger State a good place to live in 
as the most peaceful, stable and 
progressive state in Nigeria, are 
always applauded and respected 
by both the state government and 
the populace.

It could be recalled that it was 
the com m issioner who pio­
neered the participation of com­
m issioners in the phone-in 
Hausa programme “HANNU  
DA YAWA” of the Federal Radio 
Corporation of Nigeria, FRCN, 
Kaduna, and answering ques­
tions from listeners without 
fears, doubts or favours. Today, 
many states including Kano, 
Zamfara, Kaduna and Nasarawa 
states are enjoying from the 
fruits o f his initiatives. I am sure 
that many more states will fol­
low suit as more people are 
mare.aw^rejpf.jbpr rigjits ar$

. V a n y ; ̂  r p v ^ d a y ^  ,\y,i sh  J q ^ n o w j  
o r  h e a r  about' rip w  .they are  goV-- 

°  eriieil Yforrr’tHe h f e e ’s* rrtou th .-1

Peaceful co-existence
Alhaji Umaru Abdullahi 

Ragada, the Niger State Commis­
sioner of Information, has been the 
catalyst to His Excellenc, Engineer 
Abdulkadir Kure’s policy and pri­
ority over the maintenance of 
peace and has worked tirelessly 
towards the realisation of good 
working relationship between the 
government of his home state and 
the federal government on the one 
hand and the rest of the state gov­
ernment in the federation on the 
other. The commissioner has also 
ensured the existence of recipro­
cal/mutual relationship between 
the Niger State government and 
its traditional institutions, non­
governmental and religious 
organisations, youths and women 
development association, etc. And 
all these are contributing im­
mensely to the developmental 
drive of the Niger State govern­
ment today.

My choice of Niger State as 
the most stable, peaceful and 
progressive state in Nigeria is 
indeed based on these facts 
coupled with political stability 
in the state. These successes 
must also be credited to Gover­
nor Kure’s ability to choose 
people of integrity as members 
of his cabinet; because it is the 
present administration that cre-

. peace .
' 'joyect'ih ‘Nigfer State". ay ft?

Niger State, businesses, reli­
gious practices, politics and all 
other human endeavours are 
being conducted without mo­
lestation or hindrances despite 
the differences in tribal, reli­
gious and ethnic backgrounds 
of the people.

You must agree with me that 
no meaningful development 
could be achieved without peace 
and stability. And peace does 
not come easily but efforts must 
be made to mobilise the people 
on the importance of and the 
necessity to give everyone his 
rightful rights. People must also 
be made to appreciate the virtues 
of kindness, understanding, for­
giveness and tolerance, so that 
each and everyone could live 
with one another with respect 
and love. Thanks to Alhaji 
Ragada and his able team, be­
cause they have not failed Gov­
ernor Kure’s trust in this direc­
tion. They have indeed put in 
place the necessary mobilisation 
process and machinery that have 
been seeing Niger State through 
in respect to being a very peace­
ful and stable state in Nigeria. 
For these reasons, many devel­
opmental activities and the pro­
vision of the necessary facilities 
and infrastructures are being ex­
ecuted in the state silently and 
smoothly for the fulfilment of the 
yearnings and aspirations of the- 

-.pevplfrl' ] o a* . 'f  :f
Pytryouj;; search Ughf in the, 

right direction an a you will dis­

cover that many or almost all the 
other states in the federation 
have gone through one violence 
or the other based on either reli­
gious, tribal or boundary con­
flict to the detriment of peaceful 
co-existence; none of such dirty 
things could be said to have 
happened in Niger State for a 
very long time. In fact, Niger 
State is a model o f peace in Ni­
geria. No wonder it has pro­
duced two of the most popular 
and respected presidents o f the 
Federal Republic o f  Nigeria 
namely the former heads of state 
in the persons of General Ibrahim 
Badamasi Babangida and Gen­
eral Abdulsalami Abubakar.

Political stability
In this era of democratic dis­

pensation, conducive political 
activities are very necessary for 
the electorate to make good 
choices, choices that will ensure 
the voting-in of charismatic, re­
spectable, transparent, honest, 
trustw orthy and above all, 
hardworking leaders for the up­
lift o f the living standards of the 
people. Political stability is very 
essential and must be said to be 
real in Niger State, where all the 
political parties live and interact 
with one another peacefully. In 
Niger State, all the politicians of 
the different political parties be­
lieve and play politics as a game. 

rThfeyJactept victory or other-. 1 
.wise as tJicrr Ood-^gj venlstatus 
r \^ t[ iw tr r^£euw oryhar$ >feelE /  

ings. The Ministry of Informa­

tion has played a signifies 
in the achievement o f th 
litical harmony, becau- 
does not show bias or dis^ r 
nation against any poll 
party in carrying out its dut

What makes Alhaji Ur 
Abdullahi Ragada, the v- 
State Commissioner o f Infi 
tion tick? What is behin. 
successes?

The most fundamental 11, 
is the unprecedented sup:' 
and trust he enjoys from thi 
ecutive Governor of Niger St 
Alhaji (Engineer) Abdulk.i 
Kure. For this trust, the Infi 
tion Ministry and indeed A 
Ragada have been given tlx 
hand and all the necessar 
quirements to enable him and h  
team discharge their duties as c > 
pected. Engineer Kure must 
given the credit for the r . 
choice, which is the appoint- 
of this dynamic, energetic, da: 
cated, humble and loyal gent 
man, Alhaji Umaru Abdu ; 
Ragada as the state Comm;- 
sioner o f Information. Govern. 
Kure has many intelligei 
honourable men of wisdom m hi 
stable to choose from, but Alh.. 
Ragada is one choice that th 
governor looks at with pridt an 
the sense of satisfaction as he 
steering Ragada's roles of inf. t  
ing and educating the citizen: 
of Niger State to the letter. 

Hassan M**<ffd Wrote /
,fr ( \m .P .KOt t Zarn.
K aduna State.
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Y O U R  11-E T T E R S
I r. recent tim es, the issue 

o f  pow er shift has taken 
the fron t seat in the a f­

fairs o f  m any N igerians. In 
fact, as far bac.; as 1991 it 
w a s  s ta te d  th a t  p c v ^ r  
w ou ld  be ro ta ted  ir. -. ■>- 
litical affairs o f  N igeri L 
fo rtu n a te ly , rec en t even ts 
have show n that all w ill not 
be well in the political arena.

T h e  s h i f t  o f  p o w e r  is 
no t rea lly  w hat the  m asses 
o f  N ig eria  w an t. T he co m ­
m on m an in N ig e r ia  is ju s t  
lo o k in g  fo r any  co m p eten t 
person  that w ou ld  lead him  
to  a v e ry  g o o d  d e s t in a ­
tio n , n o t the  issu e  o f  r e ­
g io n a lism . E th n ic ity  c a n ­
n o t le a d  us to  a n y w h e re  
ex c e p t c r is is . P o lit ic ia n s  
are  a lw a y s  try in g  to  m ake 
the com m on peop le look at 
th e  s h i f t  o f  p o w e r  a s  
s o m e th in g  g o o d .  W e 
know  th a t re g io n a l p o w er 
sh if t is n o t a ll o u t fo r the 
in te r e s t  o f  th e  c o m m o n  
p eo p le  in the  co u n try . So 
i t ’s o n ly  p o l i t ic ia n s  th a t 
w an t th e  s h if t  o f  p o w e r  
am o n g  them . T hey  w an t it 
so  th a t they  can  have a c ­
c e ss  to  th e  r e s o u rc e s  o f  
th e  c o u n try , p a r t ic u la r ly  
o il and  b u d g e ts .

i ’m c a llin g  on the  you th  
an d  th e  peo p le  o f  N o rth ­
ern  N ig e r ia  th a t w e have  
to  be v e ry  c a re fu l; these  
p o litic ian s  are no t figh ting  
f o r  th e  i n t e r e s t  o f  th e  
com m on  m an re s id in g  in 
the  reg io n . T h ey  are  ju s t  
on  th e ir  ow n and are f ig h t­
ing  fo r th e ir  ow n in te re s t 
and  b e n e fits .

T h e re  is n o th in g  th a t  
P resid en t O basan jo  is e x ­
e c u tin g  w ith o u t th e  c o n ­
sent o f  our leg isla tors at the 
N a t io n a l  A s s e m b ly  an d  
they are our represen tatives 
from  every  constituency .

So, we should  com e back 
to our senses and th ink w ell 
abou t th is s itua tion  o f  the 
sh ift o f  pow er.

T think it is not really  w hat

Power shift and Nigerian masses
w e s h o u ld  b e  w o r r ie d  
about. We have to  look at 
N igeria  as a sing le entity ,

■ N ig eria  as a d iffe ren t 
ic b and  tribes - <H ausa,

T ne v‘ay w as 25 ,h D e­
cem ber, 2005, it was 
su p p o se d  to  b e  an 

o rd in ary  day  m ade w orse 
by the ce le b ra tiv e  s ig n if i­
can ce  th a t it d en o ted  for 
the  inm ates o f  E kiti S tate  
p r iso n , b u t fo r the k in d ­
ness o f  the  ac tio n  g o v e r­
nor, Ayo F ay o se  o f  E kiti 
S ta te ,  w h o  w e n t to  c e l ­
e b r a te  w ith  th e m , g a v e  
them  th e ir  C hristm as food, 
h o p e  and  c o u ra g e  to  e n ­
dure.

It w as rea lly  to u ch in g  to 
s e e  th e  m o o d  o f  th e s e  
ab an d o n ed , a lm ost fo rg o t­
ten  inm ates. A bou t 253 o f  
them  are still aw aiting  trial 
o f  w h ic h  th e  g o v e r n o r  
p ro m ised  ‘to a le rt the  n e c ­
e s s a ry  a u th o r i t ie s  a b o u t 
th e ir  p lig h t. T he s ta te  o f  
th e ir  c e lls  m oved  h im  to 

| p ledge N 2 m illion  naira for 
■ the ren o v a tio n  o f  the p ris-  
; o n s .

T h e  p r i s o n e r s  w e re  
agog ; it w as rea lly  a g rea t 

i C h ris tm as  fo r them ; they  
v^ere sin g in g  and p ray in g  

! fo r th e -m an  th a t b ro u g h t 
j sm ile s  to  th e ir  faces . He 
i d e fin ite ly  im prin ted  it on 

th e ir  h ea rts  th a t they  arc 
m ean t to  be refo rm ed . As 
i f  th a t w as not enough , he 
w en t to the  sta te  hosp ita l 
w h e re  th e  s ta te  had  ju s t  
b e e n  b le s s e d  w ith  th re e  
k id s ,  o n e  b o y , a n d  tw o  
g irls  on C h ris tm as day. He 
rejoiced w ith  the fam ily and 
th an k ed  G od for h is  b le s s ­
ings. P rio r to th a t tim e, he 
o b se rv e d  th a t E k iti S ta te  
P riso n s  B oard  had no bus. 
He gave  them  one in a d d i­
tion to the sum  o f  N 1 .6 m il-

F u la n i, Y oruba , Ig b o  and  
others. We ju s t  need som e­
one w ho  w ill look  at the 
m asses and give them  a bet­
te r life; one that w ill ensure

secu rity  fo r the peop le  o f  
N igeria ; one w ho w ill c re­
a te  jo b  o p p o r tu n itie s  fo r 
the in n o c en t in the c o u n ­
try.

M e a n w h ile ,  th e  sa m e  
peop le  tha t are figh ting  for 
the  p o w er to  sh if t to  the 
N orth  help nobody, neither 
th e ir  c lo sest re la tio n s nor

ess
the

th e ir  ne ighbours, ta 
o f  the en tire  peop le 
N orth.

Jafar Abubakar, (Rabm- 
jah o), Katsina.

Fayose’s konko below
lion  n a ira  and  X m as h am ­
pers.

N o , th e  g o v e r n o r  w as  
no t lite ra r ily  d ig g in g  it to 
th e  g ro u n d  l ik e  L a g b a ja  
(th e  A fro<  B ea t m u sic ian ) 
sang  in one o f  h is songs, 
K o n k o  b e lo w . G o v e rn o r  
F ayose w as rather, im prov ­
ing, touch ing  and affec ting  
the lives o f  th e  peo p le  at 
th e  g r a s s r o o t s .  H e h a s  
s ta rted  it a lready , because  
iden tify ing  w ith  the people 
goes a long  w ay  in  u n d e r­
stan d in g  th e ir  p ligh t.

The p ic tu re  here is tha t 
o f  a y o ung  v ib ra n t p o l i t i ­
c ian , w ith  so m uch en erg y  
to  c h a n g e  th e  c o u r s e  o f  
h isto ry , to  b e tte r  the lives 
o f  h is  peop le . I t’s a p ic tu re  
o f  a m an th a t has been d is ­
tu rb ed  and  d isa p p o in te d  at 
the lack lu s tre  p erfo rm ance

o f  p as t ad m in is tra tio n s  in 
th e  s ta te  th a t  h a v e  g o n e  
dow n in the  bo o k  o f  h is ­
to ry  as th o se  th a t im p o v ­
e r is h e d  th e  p e o p le  th e y  
w ere  su p p o se d  to  se rv e . 
T h ey  d e s tro y e d  the s ta te  
they  w ere supposed  to  d e ­
v e lo p ;  a l i e n a te d  th e m ­
s e lv e s  f ro m  th e  y o u th s  
they  oug h t to  have en c o u r­
aged. T h ese  d ev e lo p m e n ­
tal s tra te g ie s  a re  n o t r e ­
s tr ic ted  to  the  p a rty  fa ith ­
ful. In the w o rd s o f  C h ie f  
O lu  F a la e , fo rm e r A N PP 
p re s id e n t ia l  a s p ira n t ,  he 
w is h e d  th a t  G o v e r n o r  
F ayose and he w ere in the 
sam e party . He m ust have 
been im pressed  by the w ay 
Ayo F ayose  has been  ca r­
ry in g  E k iti S ta te  p e o p le  
along .

From  p en s io n ers  to  w id ­

ow s to  m arke t w om en , h is 
im pact has been  fe lt in nu ­
m e ro u s  w ays. A cc o rd in g  
to U S A ID ’s end o f  the year 
2005 report, Ekiti State was 
d ec la red  as the  fou rth  best 
sta te  in N igeria .

In ju s t  o v er tw o y ea rs , 
th e  g o v e r n o r  h a s  s u c ­
ceeded  in b rin g in g  abou t 
peace  and  harm ony  in the 
state . He co llabo rated  w ith 
th e  t r a d i t io n a l  ru le r s  to  
m o v e  th e  s ta te  fo rw a rd . 
E n o c h  A d e b o y e  o f  th e  
R.C .C .G . in a courtesy  visit 
p ray ed  th a t o th e r  leaders 
cou ld  take  a cue  and  learn 
from  F ayose . He has e n ­
c o u ra g e d  th e  y o u th  an d  
m ad e  th e m  co m e  to  th e  
re a lisa tio n  th a t p o litic s  is 
no t a ll ab o u t the d irty  that 
so m e  n e a t  p la y e r s  p la y  
a ro u n d .  T h a t i t  is  w itli

c o m m itm e n t, d e d i .  on 
and  se rv ice , hard  v> as 
p o rtray ed  by his a 
tra tio n .

I will like to use •’ r>-
p o rfu n ity  to  impl< ■ the 
governor to  invest ore 
r e v e n u e - g e n e r ,  n w 
schem es for the stat . hat 
m ore youths can be 
ered  and m ore proo 
benefit for the state 

T h e  t r a d i t io n a l  r er>. 
cou ld  also  be in v o lw d  in 
s e n s i t i s i n g  v i l L c e r s  
ag a in s t the sp read  t : i l \  
A ID S in the sta te , k a d o s , 
b ig  b ro ther! We aR  id 
o f  you  w hile  w e av> vet 
m o re  d e v e lo p s  t a I 
p ro jec ts that w ill he 
U .N .M .D .G ’s in the v .  te 

F adeyi Olubunmi. Plot 
04 Am uwbia Street, Hvm- 
zhin Kuhwa; Abuja.

Open letter to Governor Abdulkadir Kure
I  w ish  to  d raw  th e  at 

t e n t io n  o f  G o v e r n o r  
A b d u lk a d i r  K u re  o f  

N ig e r  S ta te  to  the d e p lo r ­
ab le  s ta te  o f  ro ad s  in  o u r 
rural areas. I hereby  appeal 
to  the e x e c u tiv e  g o v e rn o r  
th a t he sh o u ld  a s s is t in re ­
h a b i l i ta t in g  th e  ro a d s  in  
B ida m etropo lis , espec ia lly  
B a n g h a ra , D o k o z h a  an d  
o th e r  a re as . W hen d riv in g  
th r o u g h  s o m e  r o a d s  in  
B id a  m e t r o p o l i s ,  y o u  
w o u ld  th in k  th a t y o u  are 
a lre a d y  o u t o f  th e  s ta te .

The q u es tio n  th a t com es

to o n e ’s m ind  is w h e th e r  
th e  r u r a l  d w e l l e r s  p a y  
tax es  a t a ll. I f  the  an sw e r 
to th is  q u es tio n  is in  the 
a f f irm a tiv e , then  the s ta te  
g o v e rn m e n t sh o u ld  s tr iv e  
to  r e h a b i l i ta te  th e  ro ad s  
w ith o u t fu rth e r  delay .

T h e  ro a d s  a re  in su c h  
d e p l o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  
th a t th e  p e o p le  w h o  liv e  
in  th e s e  a re a s  f in d  it d i f ­
f ic u l t  to  v e n tu re  o u t  o f  
t h e i r  d o m a in s .  I f  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  is  a l lo w e d  to  
c o n t i n u e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
w ith  th e  c o m in g  r a in y

s e a s o n ,  t h o s e  a r e a s  
c o u ld  b e  c u t  f ro m  th e  
o th e r  o n e s .  I ’m , t h e r e ­
f o r e ,  th r o u g h  th is  m e ­
d iu m  a p p e a l in g  to  th e  
s ta te  g o v e r n o r  n o t to  a l ­
lo w  th e  c o m in g  r a in s  to  
d e m o l i s h  o u r  h o u s e s .  
-We d o  n o t w a n t  s o m e  
p a r ts  o f  th e  s ta te  to  be 
le f t  in q u a n d a ry , a s  the  
p e o p le  th e re  w ill  be r e n ­
d e re d  in c o m m u n ic a d o .

E n g in e e r  A b d u lk a d i r  
K u re , w e know  th a t you  
are  a h a rd w o rk in g  g o v e r­
n o r  w h o ’s c a r ry in g  o u t

p e o p le -o rie n te d  p r o .  m i ­
m e s  th a t b r in g  p e a . nd 
p r o g r e s s  to  th e  p . 
P lease , le t the  rehah  n a ­
tio n  w o rk  c o m m e n t  i o w  

b e c a u se  d u r in g  the ainy 
seaso n , it w ill be d it . ah 
to  do it.

I h ope  th e  g o v e rn -n en t 
w ill heed to  this clar a ■! 
by  c o m in g  to  th e  a J o f  
th e  ru ra l d w e lle rs  w ithou t 
fu rth e r  delay.

Usman A. Audu, L m 
M ajigi, G udundasa  < 
Bida, N iger State.
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O j y i n  i o n
That confab of Southern governors, leaders
O h a s a n in  w a s  m ilit a r v  h e a d  n f  'Obasanjo was military head of 
state; he violated human rights 
with ignominy. It was during his 
time that soldiers invaded the 
house o f Fela Anikulapo-Kuti 
with arms injuring and maiming 
his wives and other members of 
his group including a French 
lady. His (Fela’s) mother, Chief 
Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti, an 
Egba chief;‘was thrown down 
.from upstairs and she fractured 

. 'her ami. No one "was brought to 
justice. Fela was defenceless 
and unarmed except with his 
tongue and music. He did not 
provoke anyone as to justify the 
invasion o f  his house and 
privacy by armed soldiers.

Everyone condem ned the 
action o f General Obasanjo. 
Accordingly, when he 
contested election for the 
Presidency in 1999, his people, 
the Egbas, rejected him. The 
North and part o f the East stood 
very firm behind him and he won 
the presidential election. The 
people who rejected him 
yesterday are today not only 
singing his praises to the high 
heavens, but are also 
persuading him to perpetuate 
himself in office.

What an irony! If we go by 
what the South is now 
demanding, then O basanjo’s 
second tenure is an illegality, 
because he was once a military 
head o f state, but the Supreme 
Court has decided on a similar 
case involving Rev. Jolly Nyame 
o f  Taraba State and Prince 
Abubakar Audu, the former 
governor o f Kogi State. The 
claim that the North ruled for 35 
years and is therefore not 
qualified to take over the 
Presidency in 2007 only exposes 
the ignorance, greed, 
impatience and selfishness o f 
the people canvassing this 
position.

Military governments are not 
democratically-elected. They 
come into being through the 
barrel of the gun. In military 
politics, it is the officer who 
leads or heads the coup that 
takes over power or voluntarily 
surrenders power to the most 
senior officer at his discretion. 
Major Chukwuma Kaduna

Bv A bubakar B. Tsav

Nzeogwu who staged the first 
military coup in this country 
initially took over power as the 
com m ander but later 
surrendered it to General Aguiyi- 
lronsi as the supreme 
commander. In order not to open 
healed wounds, I will not go into 
the etails. « f  that coup, but 

, suffice it to say that it was 
m utinous, selfish and one­
sided: This coup Jed us to an 
unfortunate civil war which the 
Nigerian military fought to keep 
the country one. In the process, 
many officers and men including 
civilians lost their lives.

Other officers who staged 
subsequent coups in Nigeria 
decided to take over power 
themselves. Many officers died 
during the coup process while 
others who attempted but failed 
faced the firing squad. Those 
who are now accusing the North 
of retaining power for 35 years 
should blame their sons in the 
military for cowardice, but not 
the North as an entity. Their 
sons were not only cowards, but 
also took part in running and 
benefiting from the military 
governments o f  those years. 
Even some civilians who are 
today making noise also served 
and benefited from the various 
military administrations which 
brought them into prominence.

Even some o f  our present- 
day politicians are still 
benefiting from the creation of 
the military. They are governing 
and stealing from states created 
by the military. “Monkey dey 
work, Baboon dey chop." We 
know how difficult and what 
time it took the civil government 
o f Balewa to create the old Mid- 
Western State. C hief Bode 
George who is so bitter about 
power shift to the North was a 
military governor. Commodore 
Ebitu Ukiwe was a vice president 
in a military administration even 
though he was not the most 
senior officer in the Navy at that 
time. Oh, how people forget so 
soon! They are simply 
ungrateful for the fairness that 
was extended to them. The best

we can do is to forget the years 
of military rule and move ahead. 
We should start counting the 
years o f power shift from 
Obasanjo’s tenure. This is the 
only_usefiil and reasonable thing 
to do now.

Certain vital issues which 
some of our brothers and sisters 
from the South have not realised 
is a carefully-laid scheihe to 
deceive fheni ,*V

The convener o f , the 
conference and governor o f  
Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke 
Nnamani is a brilliant, 
hardworking, intelligent, 
am bitious and flam boyant 
person.

Outwardly, people will hail him 
for developing Enugu State, but 
we should not forget that Enugu 
was the capital o f  Eastern 
region. Drs Nnamdi Azikiwe and 
Michael Okpara did their best 
to develop Enugu as the Eastern 
Regional headquarters. Dr 
Chimaroke Nnamani has only 
added a little to what Dr Azikiwe 
and Dr Okpara did and recently 
invited EU am bassadors to 
Enugu State to see what he had 
been doing or had done. The 
idea was to advertise him to the 
world as a  good leader capable 
o f  ruling N igeria in future. 
Another deceit is that when 
adverts for the, meeting were 
placed in the print and 
electronic media, only Chief 
Awolowo’s picture was shown 
as a nationalist from the West. 
The pictures and names of past 
Western politicians as leaders 
like Sir Adesoji Aderemi, Alhaji 
Adegbenro, C hief Akintola, 
Alhaji Adelabu, C hief Bode 
Thomas, C h ief Anthony 
Enahoro, etc, were 
conspicuously and deliberately 
left out, while those o f  Dr 
Nnamdi Azikiwe, Dr Michael 
Okpara, Chief Mbonu Ojike, Jaja 
of Opobo, Sir Francis Ibiam, 
Dennis Osadebe, Chief Alvan 
Ikoku, etc., appeared on the map 
o f Nigeria in the lbo-speaking 
areas as nationalists. What that 
means is that only these past 
Eastern leaders fought for the 
independence of this country. 
You can see the mentality and

discrimination of some of these 
people.

However I understand why 
some people are afraid of power 
shifting to the North. Some of 
the 419ners who are now 
governors have realised that 
their time will soon be up and 
they want power to remain in 

, the South, sp jh a t  they m ay 
-.receive ‘protection.
Othem like Chief Tony Anenih 

= who allegedly received N300 
billion to construct and repair 
roads in the East but never did, 
and Chief Bode George whose 
tenure as chairman of Nigerian 
Ports Authority, NPA board, 
mismanaged N80 billion, are 
afraid that any N orthern 
president might probe them. To 
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, they 
are sacred cows and
untouchable.

What we require in Nigeria are 
tested and honourable noble 
leaders who can rule this 
country im partially and
honestly; be they from any part 
o f  the country, not ju s t a 
representative o f  his people. 
Those who are insisting that the 
Presidency should remain in a 
particular part o f the South do 
not wish this country well. 
When - Obasanjo 'Contested 
election„m J  999, did his people 
not oppose him? Today, they 
find him to be" a superstar and 
are asking him to elongate his 
tenure. The conference in 
Enugu was a tribal affair 
designed to serve a particular 
group. This is dangerous (  ~<ef 
Femi Fani-Kayode, the vocal 
Special A ssistant to the 
President on Public Affairs was 
visibly excited each tim e a 
speaker at the conference 
attacked the North. He cannot 
even hide his emotions. The 
self-styled leader of the Yorubas 
at the meeting, C hief Kunle 
O lajide even asked for the 
release o f their sons (Ganiyu 
Adams and co.) who are being 
held in custody for treason. 
None of the speakers mentioned 
the case of Gen I. Bamaiyi and 
others who have been in 
custody for up to seven years 
awaiting trial. What country is

this?
I heard one o f the participani 

demanding that another stau 
should be created in the Sou' 
to balance the equilibrium 
between the North and t t . 
South, while another speak, 
ignorantly wondered why son 
states in the North have 42 loc.i 
government areas as against 

. eight in the South. These peop i 
forget what was taken in' 
tonsideratiori before the LGAs 
..were created. We are yet to unn 
in this country. We are pole' 
apart despite the inter-ethn 
marriages and NYS' 
programmes.

Thc'conference, as I see 
was a challenge to the North 

.wake up <from its slumber and 
speak with one voice. Man\ 
things are wrong. It is time ou- 
leaders discarded that selfi?1 
lust for money and position.

Northern leaders must come 
together irrespective o f  their 
cultural and re lig io n  
differences and speak with one 
voice. It is not enough to 
always talk of the legacies of the 
late Sir Ahmadu Bello, the 
Sardaima o f Sokotp. We mu'i 
strive Jo imbibe his policies 
unstained integrity ar. î 
exemplary leadership qua! ities 
Anything short o f  this is a 
disservice to the Memory o f thi' 
great leader. We must continue 
to extend the hands o f  
fc*ovuiip to our brothers and 
rlflfr. in the South. There are 

rariy good people in the South 
as tiivre are many bad people m 
the North. We require one 
another for the survival o f th s 
great nation. We must not allow 
our personal and selfish 
interests to divide us as a 
people. We require a capable 
and detribalised person as 
president and not the 
representative of a people.

Life is temporary. Let us stri\ e 
to build and leave good and 
enduring legacies for the future 
generations.

A lh a j i  A b u b a k a r  B. Tsav  
(NPM ), fo rm e r  C o m m iss io n s  
o f  P olice (R td) w rote in fro m  
Badawa N ew  Layout, P.O. B o \ 
1167, Kano.

Justifying Nigeria’s rising crime rates

The recent conference of 
governors and other 
political and community 

leaders in the South held in 
| Enugu which turned out to be a 

PDP affair, was historic no 
doubt. In convening the 
conference, those responsible 
for the gathering thought that 
they were merely exercising 
their fundamental rights as 
entrenched in the 1999
Constitution, by demanding for 
their so-called rights, but it 
turned out to be a venue for 
expressing their ignorance and 
endemic dislike for the North.

However, the discussions 
held and the commutiique 
issued amounted to treasonable 
threat One o f the important and 
sensitive issues discussed was 
power shift. One speaker after 
the other spoke extensively of 
injustice allegedly meted out to 
them by the North.

They claimed that the North 
had ruled this country for up to 
35 years, while the South had 
only ruled for about nine to 10 
years. In the communique, they 
insisted that power must shift 
to the South-East or South- 
South failing which they would 
boycott the 2007 general 
elections and break away from 
Nigeria. The issue of power shift 
is essentially a matter for the 
political parties except and 
unless the conveners o f  the 
conference no longer have faith 
in their political parties. 
Government and indeed tribal 
associations should have 
nothing to do whatsoever with 
power shift. That should be left 
for the political parties to 
resolve. Nigeria is a difficult 
country to rule, and besides, it 
is currently going through its 
teething problems in terms of 
development. What we require 
now is not a tribal president but 
a detribalised president who is 
experienced, strong in will and 
character and capable o f 
running this country impartially. 
Honourable Justice
Chukwudifu Oputa endorsed 
this position during the recent 
confab. Neither he nor Professor 
Wole Soyinka attended the 
Enugu conference. They are 
great minds who wish Nigeria 
well.

I remember when General

A s the days go by and the 
years creep in on each 
other, many a careful 

observer will agree with me that 
p u r beloved  coun try  is 
becom ing more and more a 
haven for murderers, thieves, 
cheats and all m anner o f  
criminals whose number has 
in c reased  beyond  any 
geometric proportion known in 
mathematics.
i In  the last few  years, 
Nigerians have witnessed an 
alarm ing rise in politically- 
m o tiv a ted  assass ina tions, 
bizarre ritual killings, high-tech 
b ank  robbery  cases and a 
general drift into such criminal 
behaviours, which were until 
recently completely unheard o f 
within the shores o f our land.

There w as a tim e in this 
country when certain criminal 
actions were rarely, if  even heard 
of, and even for those acts that 
w ere experienced once in a 
while, the space o f  time between 
them  and the geographical 
distance between such events 
were so far apart that it was 
possible to live through a year 
'vjtb -Sit K'nri’pg ibout some o f 
ho r 'rr in a l acts that w ere 

< °i> ’ -’v  .l w ithin our shores at

Today, so m uch has 
changed, so much so that within 
a period o f less than three years, 
N igeria  has seen the
assassinations o f  its chief law 
officer, chieftains o f  political 
parties and wives o f  political 
bigwigs, including the recent 
assassination o f  the wife o f  
A lhaji A bubakar Rirni, a 
foremost politician within the 
leading People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP). Some o f  such 
dastardly acts have in recent 
times been executed in such 
cruel fashion as to leave many 
an o ffic io u s b y -stan d e r to 
wbnderifthedevil and all o f  his 
denjons have not been given 
free iesiclence within the borders 
o f our country. ’

Yet, when one takes a closer 
look at the emerging trend, it is 
c lea r to even th e -no t-too - 
vigilant that the state o f  affairs 
in our country today is not 
unusual to expect, particularly 
when the circumstances around 
which these decay and rise in 
crime have grown and assessed 
even if casually so.

M ore and m ore, p c -’tic.:' 
powerh ■"
in Nk;er: 
easily tr. , 
power, s i

By Maxwell Kyon

unscrupu lous b reed  o f  
politicians that have risen from 
the ashes o f  the long years o f 
military misrule are willing to do 
just anything to acquire it.

Human life which at one time 
was regarded as precious and 
sacred in our society is being 
taken very easily today without 
as much as a casual thought 
being given to it for as small a 
position as the chairman o f  a 
local government council.

Disserting opinions which 
should be the true test o f  a 
growing democracy have today 
become all that is needed for 
many a Nigerian politician to 
order for the assassination o f  a 
fellow Nigerian.

In those days when 1 was 
growing up, cases o f  armed 
robbery, particularly ,those that 
ended up costing victims their 
lives, were so few and far apart 
that they could be termed at the 
tim e; fo rg ive  m e, as very  
negligible. Today, however, 
hardly a day goes by without a 
case o f  armed robbery being
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been embezzled into the pockets 
o f  a few get-rich-at-all-cost 
Nigerians; many o f  whom the 
rest o f us queued up to cast our 
votes for in elections that turned 
out to be mainly rigged.

N o t a w eek  g o es  by in 
today’s Nigeria without a case 
o f  ritual killing and other such 
bizarre happenings m aking 
their w ay into our national 
dailies and electronic media.

A lot o f  us will prefer to 
pretend that the happenings 
in our country today cannot 
be rationally explained except 
to  say  th a t th e y  are  
coincidental occurrences. We 
all know  the truth, however, 
an d  th a t tru th  is  th a t th e  
upsurge in crime in Nigeria has 
b een  sy s te m a tic  and  
p ro g ressiv e  and has com e 
a b b u t as a n a tu ra l 
consequence o f  the greed o f  
the already criminally-rich few.

W hen we d ec id e  to  tell 
ourselves the truth, we will 
com e to  the  o b v io u s  
Conclusion that the state o f  
affairs in our country today will 
ra th e r  th an  g e t c u r ta ile d  
explode into proportions,that 
are b e t te r  im a g in e d  than  
c\ry ■ricnced until and unless

given a chance to allow him 
m ake an honest liv ing  for 
himself.

Governm ent continues to 
create the impression that the 
poverty situation in Nigeria has 
yet to get to a level where it 
should become its major if  not 
sole priority. We know better, 
however, as it is in my view safe 
to say that in today’s Nigeria, 
no  less than  90%  o f  ou r 
population can be said to be 
merely surviving than living.

I ’m  no t m aking  excuses 
neither am I an advocate for 
the growing num ber o f  <petty 
thieves and arjncd robbers that 
today populate fljb^t o f  our 
m ajo r c itie s  an d  tow ns. I, 
however, know one thing for 
sure; until and unless jobs are 
created for the ever growing 
num ber o f  job less N igerian 
youths, the trend will rather 
than  get rev e rsed  becom e 
worse than it already is.

O ur youth will continue to 
allow themselves to be used 
as ag e n ts  o f  p o w erfu l 
politicians to bring death to 
th e  d o o rs te p s  o f  th e ir  
opponents as long aS they are 
nssured o f  the reward o f  a few 
hundred pa ira  no tes w hich 
unem ploym ent and poverty

will not allow' most o f  them to 
see but once in a long while

Until we get to that poin- 
where we can evolve a system 
o f  governance wherein it is 
possible to check the level o f ' 
unwholesome practices nov 
prevalent and openly so in 
government circles, more and 
more Nigerians will do anything 
to acquire political offices at the 
expense o f  the generality o f  the 
public.

U ntil w e are ab le to  
consciously begin to think of 
making use o f government office 
as a means o f  impacting anc 
be tte rin g  the lives to our 
teeming population by bringing 
the basic  n ecessitie s  o f  
housing, food, clothing anc 
education to our people, we wi I 
continue to live in fear.

P o l i t i c a l l y - m o t i v a t e d  
assassinations will continue to 
rise in our country until that day 
when political office ceases to 
be a tool for use in the hands of 
those w ho w ield  it to steai 
government funds and get awa> 
with whatever evil machination' 
that the mind o f  the wielders of 
such p o w er can con ju re  
because o f the immunity' froir 
prosecution w hich som e o f 
these offices enjoy.

God help Nigeria!
Maxwell Kyon is u lega 

practitioner based in Kaduiiu.
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Bush taking Bin Laden threat
F I< s A n r  n n v  l a w  Hrw»v n.M

seriously

D o n a ld  R u m s fe ld  s a id  th e  m il i ta r y  w a s  c a p a b le  a n d  b a ttle  h a r d e n e d

US military ‘at breaking point’ 
TI he U S m ilita ry  has 

becom e dangerously  
o v e rs tre tc h e d  b ec a ­

use o f  the scale o f  its operati­
ons in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
two reports have warned.

One, by former officials in 
the C lin ton adm inistration, 
said the pressure o f  repeated 
deploym ents was very corro­
sive and could have long-term 
effects.

The second, ordered by 
the Pentagon and yet to be 
released, reportedly calls the 
army “stretched to breaking 
point” .

The US defence secretary 
dism issed the claim s as out 
o f  date or misdirected.

About 138,000 US troops 
remain in Iraq, on top o f  dep­
loyments to Afghanistan and 
Kosovo.

The study com m issioned 
by Dem ocratic m em bers o f  
Congress listed form er D efe­
nce Secretary W illiam Perry 
and former Secretary o f  State 
Madeleine Albright among its 
authors.

It said the US military had 
performed admirably in recent 
o p e ra tio n s  bu t w as un d er 
“enorm ous strain” .

The studies warn o f  fut­
ure problem s in recruitm ent

and retention
“This strain, i f  not soon 

relieved, will have highly corr­
osive and potentially  long­
term effects on the force,” it 
stated.

The report predicted pro­
blem s recruiting new troops 
and retaining current ones in 
the face o f  repeated overseas 
tours and shortfalls in vital 
equipment.

It accused the Bush adm ­
inistration  o f  having failed 
adequately to assess the size 
o f  force and equipment need­
ed in post-invasion Iraq, cre- 
ating “a real risk o f  "breaking

P re s id e n t B u sh

A car full o f  sib lings 
headed home was cru­
shed between a truck 

and a stopped  school bus, 
killing the seven adopted chil­
dren just two miles from where 
they lived.

Everyone in the car was 
killed Wednesday, including 
the 15-year-old girl who was 
driving illegally. Tina Mann 
told CNN that her niece, who 
had a learner's  perm it, had 
dropped o ff another child and 
was taking her siblings home 
“to get ready to go to chu­
rch.”

T he v ic tim s in the car 
were identified by authorities 
as 15-year-old driver Nicki 
M ann; Elizabeth M ann, 15; 
Johnny M ann, 13; H eaven 
Mann, 3; A shley Kenn, 13; 
Miranda Finn, who was either 
8 or 9-years-old; and Anthony 
L am b, w ho w as a lm o st 2 
years old. , ,/<
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the force’.’'
The report also w arned 

that the lack o f  a credible stra­
tegic reserve “ increases the 
risk that potential adversaries 
will be tem pted to challenge 
the United States” .

The second study, condu­
cted for the Pentagon by m il­
itary expert A ndrew  Krepin- 
evich, suggested that the mili­
tary at its current rate o f  depl­
oym ent m ight not be able to

President Bush, defen­
ding the governm ent’s 
secret surveillance pro­
gram , said W ednesday that 

Americans should take O sa­
m a bin Laden seriously when 
he says he’s going to attack 
again.

“W'hen he says h e’s go­
ing to hurt the American peo­
ple again, or try to, he means 
it,” Bush told reporters after 
visiting the top-secret N atio­
nal Security A gency w here 
the surveillance program  is 
based. “I take it seriously, and 
the peop le o f  NSA take it 
seriously.”

It was Bush’s first com ­
m ent about bin Laden since 
the al-Qaida leader warned in 
a tape aired last week that his 
fighters are preparing  new  
attacks in the United States. 
Bin Laden offered a truce, wit­
hout specify ing  the cond i­
tions, and the W hite House 
responded  tha t the U nited  
States w ould never negotiate 
w ith the m asterm ind o f  the 
Sept. 11 attacks.

Bush’s N SA visit was part 
o f  an aggressive adm in ist­
ration  effo rt to defend  the 
surveillance program. Expertsoutlast the insurgency in Iraq.

Saddam to sue Bush, Blair
addam H ussein’s ch ief and Rum sfeld in The HagueS;law yer said T hursday 
that the deposed Iraqi 

p re s id e n t w an ts P resid en t 
Bush and British Prime M ini­
ster Tony Blair tried on allega­
tions o f  com m itting war cri­
mes.

K halil a l-D u la im i sa id  
Saddam  wants to sue both le­
aders, along with Defense Se­
cretary Donald Rumsfeld, for 
allegedly authorizing the use 
o f  weapons such as depleted 
uranium artillery shells, white 
p h o sp h o ro u s , n ap a lm  and  
cluster bom bs against Iraqis.

“We will sue Bush, B lair

for using such w-eapons o f  
mass destruction,” al-Dulaimi, 
in Jordan, told The A ssoc­
iated Press in Baghdad during 
a telephone interview.

No com plain t has been 
filed to the International Crim­
inal Court in The Netherlands, 
but al-Dulaimi said Saddam ’s 
fo re ign  d efen se  team  w ill 
present it “very soon.”

“President Saddam inte­
nds to bring those crim inals 
to justice for their mass kill­
ings o f  Iraqis in Baghdad, Ra- 
madi, Fallujah and Qaim and 
ab u s in g  p r iso n e rs  a t A bu 
Ghraib,” the lawyer added.

Auto crash kills seven siblings
The other four were taken 

to area hospitals. It was beli­
eved that they were treated 
and released, said Lt. M ike 
Burroughs o f  the Florida Hig­
hway Patrol.

The bus driver, Lillie Mae 
Perry, w as transferred  to a 
G ainesv ille  hospital w here 
she was in stable condition, 
hospital officials said.

“In a small county you get 
to know the kids,” he said. “A 
lot o f  the adm inistrators and 
m y se lf  ac tua lly  taugh t the 
parents o f  some o f  these kids. 
It‘s a very close knit com m ­
unity.”

“We w ant to know why 
he d idn 't see a big, large sch­
ool bus,” Burroughs said.

Burroughs said a sample 
o f  W ilkerson's blood-alcohol 
level has also been collected.

The National T ransport­
ation Safety Board will inve­
stigate the crash.

and law m akers from  both  
parties have questioned w he­
ther it’s legal for the govern­
m ent to listen to conversa­
tions in the United States w it­
hout a warrant, w hich the ad­
m inistration could get throu­
gh the Foreign Intelligence 
Surveillance Court.

Four leading Democratic 
senators wrote Bush W edne­
sday saying they support eff­
orts to do everything possible 
within the law to com bat terr­
orism, but that the NSA progr­
am is an “apparent violation 
o f  federal law.”

“If  you or officials in your 
adm inistra tion  believe that

FISA, or any law, do. 
give you enough autho 
com bat terrorism, you -  
propose changes in th . 
to  C ongress,” w ro te S 
Harry Reid, Edward Ke- 
R ich a rd  D urb in  and 
Feingold. “You m ay no; 
ply disregard the law.” 

Reporters travelin. 
the president were onl; 
wed to see a few m inir 
B ush’s N SA  tour, as hi­
ked through the high 
T h re a t O p era tio n s  Cc 
w here in te lligence exp 
m onitor Internet traffk  
spoke to reporters from a 
ium set up in a hallwa;- 
com pleting his tour, b 
not take questions.Kosovo masses 

grieve for Rugova 
L arge crowds have been 

gathering in the Kos- 
'ovo capital Pristina for 

the  fu n e ra l o f  P re s id e n t 
Ibrahim Rugova, am id a new 
row with Serbia.

Rugova, a fam iliar figure 
on the world stage, died on 
Saturday from lung cancer at 
the age o f  61.

W eeping onlookers threw 
flow ers at h is f lag -d raped  
coffin as it was moved in pro­
cession from parliament.

S e rb ia ’s p re s id e n t has 
criticised  the authorities in 
Kosovo for refusing him  per­
mission to attend the funeral.

P re s id en t B oris  T adic, 
w hose country  once gove­
rned Kosovo, said the decis­
ion missed a chance to impr­
ove re la tio n s betw een  the 
two sides.

“ M y w ish  w as to  pay  
respect to the man who tho­
ught differently from me, who 
devoted him self to the peac­
eful realisation o f  his ideas 
and who was a representative 
o f  K osovo A lbanians, w ith 
whom  we share a living spa­
ce,” he said  in  a  w ritten stat­
ement.

Ib ra h im  K u g o v a  w ill  b e  b u r ie d  in  th e  d is tr ic t  w h e re  He l iv e d

R ugova sp e a rh ea .’. 
n o n -v io le n t c a m p a L  
K o so v o ’s e thn ic  A l t : 
m ajority to end Serbia 
D esp ite  being  eclipse 
K osovan guerrillas in t 
1990s, he rem ained a f  m r 
head for ethnic Albani 

K osovo’s parliamei 
a special session to p.. 
respects on Sunday a- 
days o f  m ourning were >: 
ared.

Regional leaders, i: 
ing the A lbanian pre 
and prim e m inister, A ltr. 
M oisiu and Sali Berisha 
the European U nion’s for 
policy chief, Javier S > 
jo in ed  thousands o f  
A lb a n ia n s  w ho  had  
paying tributes at the pa- 
ment building since Su 

On Thursday, the . 
was carried to a cereru 
hall where the dignitar e 
expected to attend a fur 
at midday, before his bli­
the Tomb o f  the Marty* >> 
morial complex in the Vc 
d is tric t o f  P ris tin a , v, 
Rugova had lived.

R n g o v a  h a s  bee-- 
defining element o f  pol : 
Kosovo for so long th 
hard for us to imagine k 
ovo, and K osovan p( 1 
w ithout him

S oren  Je ssen -P e t,-  
head o f  UN mission a d n  
ering Kosovo

Talks on the future < 
o f  Kosovo w ere schedule 
begin this week but ha\ e 
postponed.

E thn ic  A lbanians, 
m ake up 90%  o f  the p- >[ 
tion o f  Kosovo, hope th e 
will lead to full indeper 
from S erb ia - an ou' 
opposed by Belgrade.

Kosovo has been a I - 
Nations protectorate s : 
Nato bom bing campaigr ' 
ced Serb forces to halt op ­
tions against ethnic A lba' 
separatists in 1999.

S e rb ia  in s is ts  K  
should remain a part o f  : 
ritory but the ethnic A lb, 
majority in Kosovo is d. 
ding full independence 

Soren  Je ssen -P e t. • 
head o f  the UN mission a 
nistering Kosovo, dese: 
Rugova as “the definir e 
ment o f  politics in K o s v
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Hiccups 
lead to

v

two 
deaths
A C o lo m b ia n  m an 

accidentally shot his 
n ep h e w  to  d e a th  

w h ile  try in g  to  cu re  h is  
h ic c u p s  by  p o in tin g  a 
revolver at him to scare him, 
police in the Caribbean port 

| city o f  Barranquilla said on 
Tuesday.

A fter shooting 21-year- 
old university student David 
Galvan in the neck, his uncle, 
R afael V argas, 35, w as so 
distraught he turned the gun 

| on h im se lf  and com m itted  
suicide, police said.

The incident took place 
on Sunday night w hile the 
’.wo w ere having drinks with 
neighbors.

Galvan started to hiccup 
and Vargas, who w orks as a 
security guard, said he would 
use the hom e rem edy  for 
hiccups o f  scaring him. He 
pulled out his gun, pointed it 
at Galvan and it accidentally 
went off, w itnesses told local 
television.

“They were drinking but 
they w ere aware o f  what was 
going on,” one w itness said.

Police: Man 
prefers ‘church 

bandit’

F ran k  Z d an o w sk i Jr. 
didn’t like being known 
as the “C hurch  B ur­
glar,” police said. He preferred 

the “Church Bandit.”
E ither way, Zdanow ski, 

38, o f  St. Louis, faces charges 
! for allegedly committing more 

than 15 church burglaries over 
th e  p a s t few  m o n th s . He 
faces 26 charges, 23 in the city 

| and three in St. Louis County.
Police described Zdano- 

| wski as a career burglar with 
several prior felony convict- 

j ions. He allegedly told detec­
tives he ta rge ted  churches 
late at night to avoid confron­
tation.

“ He d id n ’t w ant to  run 
into a pastor on the property,”

| St. Louis County' detective 
Ron Keilholz said.

Another potential reason: 
Zdanowski told detectives he 
is a Catholic.

Most o f  the items taken 
were cash, electronic gear and 
other items the suspedt could 
easily trade for crack cjocaine, 
police said.

Investigators said ; Zdan­
owski tried to use a credit card 
taken Jan. 14 from Bayless 
B aptist Church in south St. 
Louis County. A surveillance

Alleged crack dealer uses 
business cards 32 minutes ago

M ichael Jackson, center, wearing a traditional A rabic  wom en's veil an d  all-covering gow n ca lled  an  
ahaya, holds the hand o f  one o f  his children, also veiled, as they walk tow ard his car on Wednesday, 
Jan. 25, 2006, behind a M anam a, Bahrain, shopping mail. Jackson is a reclusive resident o f  the G u lf  
island  country since being cleared o f  ch ild  m olestation charges.

Michael Jackson spotted in robe and veil
P op  s ta r  M ic h ae l 

Jackson  w as spotted  
shopping in a Bahrain 
m all on W ednesday, hiding 

his face behind a veil and don­
ning a black robe traditionally 
worn by women in the Gulf.

He was with three child­
ren, apparently his own, who 
also had their faces covered 
by dark scarves. An uniden­
tified  w om an accom panied 
them.

The pop star, who seems 
to be settling in the Persian 
Gulf, was seen leaving M ar­
ina M all in the Bahrain cap­
ital, holding a_ child by the 
hand. On the way out a back 
door, he shook hands with 
security guards.

The woman —  also dre­
ssed in the black robe called 
an abaya, jeans and a scarf 
that partially covered her face 
—  had the two other children. 
All three children were w ra­
pped in black scarves and wo­
re yellow  shirts and sw eat­
p a n ts  o r  k h a k is  w ith o u t 
robes.

Since his June acquittal 
on child m olestation charges 
in C alifo rn ia , Jackson  has 
made several trips to Bahrain 
as a guest o f  Sheik Abdullah 
bin Hamad A1 Khalifa, the son 
o f  Bahrain’s king. He repo­
rtedly was negotiating a posit­
ion *as a consu ltan t w ith  a 
Bahrain-based com pany that 
plans to set up them e parks 
and music academ ies in the 
M iddle East.

On the mall outing, Jack­
son w ore an abaya, pants, a 
white shirt and m en’s shoes. 
His head and face w ere w ra­
pped in a black veil and he 
also wore black gloves.

The veil, abaya and glo­
ves were o f  a style typically 
worn by conservative Bahra­
ini women.

The woman asked photo­
graphers to respect their priv­
acy and told them they were 
scaring the children before 
thev left in a \vhite>car with

ned by Ahmed Abu Bakr Jan- 
ahi, said it wants to hire the 
47-year-old Jackson to give 
advice on setting up entertai­
nm ent businesses. He report­
edly is building a home in Ba­
hrain, an island nation in the 
Persian G ulf linked to Saudi 
Arabia by a bridge.

In N ovem ber, Jack so n  
s tirred  co n tro v e rsy  in the 
U n ite d  A rab  E m ira te s  by  
entering the ladies room in a 
shopping mall. His publicist

said Jackson, who arrived in 
D u b a i as  th e  g u e s t o f  a 
champion rally driver, did not 
understand the A rabic sign 
on th e  d o o r  an d  le f t  the  
bathroom  when he realized 
his mistake.

B ut lo ca l n e w sp a p e rs  
reported that the perform er 
was applying makeup in the 
w om an’s toilets in a Dubai 
mall. Jackson’s host, M oha­
mmed bin Sulayem, dismissed 
the story as rumor.

The business cards got 
a response, but surely 
not w hat their ow ner 

had in m ind  w hen he had 
them printed up.

They cam e to the atten­
tion o f  Leavenworth police, 
w ho used them  to m ake a 
drug arrest last week.

Sylvester J. W illiams, 21, 
o f  Leavenworth, was charged 
M o n d a y  w ith  p o sse s s in g  
crack cocaine with the intent 
to sell it, Maj. Patrick Kitchens 
o f  the L eavenw orth Police 
Department said.

K itchens said W illiam s 
remained in custody W edne­
sday on $75,000 bond.

He said police had heard 
for som e tim e that W illiams 
had been selling drugs in the 
area. “Then we heard that he 
w as hand ing  out business  
cards,” the officer said. “ In 
the course o f  our investig ­
ation we w ere fortunate to 
com e up w ith one, and we 
gave him a call.”

Kitchens said the busin­
ess card had an image o f  what 
appeared to be an alarm clock 
being hit by a boxing glove 
and said: “For a quick hit on 
time call the boss.”

“W hen he answered, we 
ag reed  to  buy  som e crack  
from  him, w e w ent up there, 
and we arrested him ,” K itc­
hens said.

Thailand couple with 
creepy passion to wed
I!t was love at first sight for 

T h a i la n d ’s S co rp io n  
Q u ee n  an d  C e n tip e d e  

King. The couple with a soft 
spot for creepy crawlers —  
and p u b lic ity  s tu n ts  —  is 
planning a Valentine’s D ay’s 
w edding at a haunted house, 
and  to  c o n su m m a te  th e ir  
vows in a coffin.

K anchana Ketkaew, 36, 
who set a world record in 2002 
for spend ing  32 days in a 
glass cage with 3,400 scorp­
ions, plans to wed 29-year-old 
B un thaw ee S iengw ong  —  
w ho set a Thai record for end­
u ring  28 days w ith  1,000 
centipedes.

K anchana’s world record 
was beaten in 2004.

T he co u p le  m et w h ile  
perform ing the ir respective 
stunts at a snake farm on the 
resort island o f  Koh Samui, 
said Som pom  Naksuetrong, 
the genera! m anager o f  the 
Thailand’s Ripley’s Believe It 
o r N pt M useum , w hich is
^^Anenrino1 tWp

knot Feb. 14 in a group cere­
mony dubbed “Til Death Do 
Us Part” at R ipley’s Haunted 
Adventure House, in the so­
uthern resort town o f  Pattaya, 
80 kilometers (50 miles) south 
o f  Bangkok.

They w ill w ear b loodst­
ained w edding clo thes and

partake in a traditional Thai 
ce rem ony  in w hich  e lders 
b less the couple w ith holy 
w ater, S om porn  said . But 
instead o f  following Thai trad­
ition and heading to a “weddi­
ng room ” after exchanging 
vows, the pair plans to climb 
into a coffin to consummate 
their union.

The arrest was made Fr 
day.

"It makes our job  cons . 
erably easier when they ad ' e 
rtise and let us know w her\ 
to get ahold o f  them ,” Ki 
hens said.

Male student 
wins fight to
wear skirt

A'/ i s

m ale h ig h  scho« 
student can weai 
skirt to school a 

the American Civil Libe ' 
Union reached an agreemcn 
with school officials.

T he A C L U  an n o u n c . 
the dealTuesday. It will a ! 
a Hasbrouck Heights Sc - 
senior to wear a skirt to . 
test the sc h o o l’s no-sL  
policy.

The district’s dress _ 
bans shorts between Oc: 
and April 15, but allows sn 
a policy 17-year-old ML 
Coviello believes is discr • 
natory.

“I ’m happy to be a ;' 
w ear sk irts  again  to 
attention to the fact that th. 
ban on shorts doesn’t mak. 
sen se ,” C ov iello  sa id  in . 
statement.

The H asbrouck Heiijl' 
su p e rin ten d en t, Josep- 
Luongo, did not retun 
phone m essages left Tue-d. 
seeking comment.

C o v ie llo  f ir s t  w o re  . 
costum e-style dress but h u t 
school officials told him • 
home and change. The d ' 
rict’s superintendent then 
vised the Coviello to p u \  
hase everyday dresse- 
skirts at a retail store, wh ■ 
Coviello did, the ACL I -

But after a few da ■ 
was sent hom e with a nou 
from his principal say ” 
w ore a dress, kilt or s k 
co u ld  no lo n g e r  a tu -ic  
school.

Kanjana Ketkaew, 36, left, holds and ;s covered with scopions next to her 29-year-oldfiance Bit 
Sengw ong during a new s conference announcing their upcom ing wedding on Wednesdc 
2006 in Bangkok. Kanjaria holds a w orld record f o r  staying in a p lastic  'cage With 3,400 sc  , 

-‘’■■‘-‘-'‘•"■'•"M vn-u'nrM m rard& irstavinginatagewith 1,090 Xseittipbdesfo*
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Who are Hamas?
Ham as in fluence has 

grown during the inti­
fada

H am as appears to have 
translated its widespread pop­
ularity  am ong P alestin ians 
into a dramatic win in the Parli­
am entary elections.

Its new -found  po litica l 
status does not make it any 
less controversial, however.

Branded a terrorist organ­
isation by Israel, the US and 
the EU, it is seen by its suppo­
rters as a legitim ate fighting 
force defending Palestinians 
from a brutal m ilitary occup­
ation.

It is the largest Palestinian 
militant Islamist organisation, 
formed in 1987 at the beginn­
ing o f  the first intifada, o r 
Palestinian uprising against 
I s ra e l’s o ccu p a tio n  in the 
West Bank and Gaza.

The g ro u p ’s short-term  
aim has been to drive Israeli 
forces from the occupied terr­
itories, through attacks on Isr­
aeli troops and settlers in the 
Palestinian territories and - 
more controversially - against 
civilians in Israel.

It insists that the w ithd­
rawal o f  Israeli settlers and 
troops from  G aza last year 
was a victory for this policy.

It also has a long-term aim 
o f  e s ta b lish in g  an  Islam ic

state on all o f  historic Pales­
tine - most o f  which has been 
c o n ta in e d  w ith in  I s r a e l ’s 
borders since its creation in 
1948.

Since the death o f  Palesti­
nian leader Yasser Arafat, it 
has taken part in local electi­
ons and won many seats in 
areas like Gaza, Q alqilya and 
Nablus.

But its b iggest trium ph 
follows this w eek’s parliam e­
ntary elections, in which the 
group appears to have won 
enough seats to form the next 
Palestinian government.

The grass-roots organisa­
tion - with a political and a 
m ilitary wing - has an unkn­
own num ber o f  active mem b­
ers but tens o f  thousands o f  
supporters and sympathisers.

Up to 40,000 people rallied 
in Gaza City in December 2002 
to mark H am as’ 15th annive­
rsary w here they heard the 
group’s spiritual leader, the 
late Sheikh A hm ad Yassin, 
predict Israel’s destruction by 
the year 2025.

Huge crowds also took to 
the streets after his assassin­
ation by Israel in 2004 and 
that his successor Abdel Aziz 
al-Rantissi later that year.

Hamas is divided into two 
main ^spheres o f  operation; , 
social programmes lik,e build->\

ing schoo ls, hosp ita ls  and 
religious institutions militant 
o p e ra tio n s  c a rrie d  ou t by 
Hamas’ underground Izzedine 
al-Qassam Brigades.

It a lso  has a b ranch  in 
exile, formerly in Jordan - wh­
ere one o f  its leaders, Khalid 
M eshaal, was the target o f  a 
bungled Israeli assassination 
attempt in 1997.

Sheikh Yassin was relea­
sed from an Israeli ja il follo­
wing the attem pt on Meshaal

K ing H ussein  to lerated  
H am as’ presence but his suc­
cessor, King Abdullah II had 
the group’s headquarters clo­
sed down and senior figures 
expelled to Qatar.

Hamas cam e to prom in­
ence after the first intifada as 
the main Palestinian oppon­
ent o f  the Oslo accords - the 
US-sponsored peace process 
that oversaw  the gradual and 
partial removal o f  Israel’s occ­
upation in return for Palestin­
ian g u a ra n te e s  to  p ro te c t 
Israeli security.

Despite num erous Israeli 
operations against Hamas and 
clam pdowns by Yasser Ara­
fat’s Palestinian National Aut­
hority, Hamas found it had an 
effective power o f  veto over 
the process by launching sui­
cide attacks.

In February and ’M arch

1996, Hamas carried out seve­
ral suicide bus bombings, kill­
ing nearly 60 Israelis, in retali­
ation for the assassination in 
D ecem ber 1995 o f  H am as 
bom b m aker Yahya Ayyash.

The bom bings were w id­
ely credited with turning Isra­
elis o ff  the peace process and 
bringing about the election o f  
hardline right-w inger Binya- 
min Netanyahu who was a st­
aunch opponent o f  the Oslo 
accords.

In the post-O slo  w orld, 
most particularly following the 
failure o f  US President Bill 
Clinton’s Camp David summit 
in the summer o f 2000 and the 
second intifada which follo­
wed shortly thereafter, H am ­
as gained pow er and influ­
ence as Israel steadily destro­
yed the infrastructure o f  the 
secularist Palestinian Autho­
rity.

In to w n s  an d  re fu g e e  
cam ps besieged by the Israeli 
army, Hamas organises clinics 
an d  s c h o o ls  w h ich  se rv e  
Palestinians who feel entirely 
let down by the corrupt and 
inefficient PNA.

Israel has paid a price for 
Hamas’ dislike o f  the peace pr­
ocess.

It also summari ly executed 
Palestinian collaborators yyith 

, Israel and disced out vigilante ]

punishm ents for “ im m oral 
behaviour”.

M any Palestinians chee­
red the w ave o f  Hamas suic­
ide attacks (and those o f  fell­
ow militants Islamic Jihad and 
the secular al-A qsa M artyrs 
Brigade) which followed.

M any P alestin ians saw  
“m artyrdom ” operations as 
the best way to avenge their 
own losses and counter Isra­
e l ’s unchecked  se ttlem en t 
building in the West Bank.

There have been efforts to 
unite the various Palestinian 
factions, w ith Cairo hosting a 
series o f  m eetings since 2002 
to negotiate a suspension o f  
terror attacks.

B ut H am as has alw ays 
shied away from signing up 
to a permanent ceasefire while 
Israel occupies P alestin ian  
territo ry  and its troops are 
responsible for the deaths o f  
Palestinians there.

“The killing o f  civilians 
m u st b e  p u n ish e d  by the  
killing o f civilians,” Mahmoud 
al-Zahhar, a senior member o f 
Hamas, said.

As well as inflicting by far 
the most casualties on Israelis 
- w ith attacks that are gen­
erally better-planned and exe­
cuted than those o f  other mili­
tant groups - Hamas has lost
many m em bers o f  iti leade-

1 K ,  I .  r » v . ; ! „  ’  /

rship in Israeli assassinat 
and security sweeps.

Its founder Sheikh Ya 
was killed in a m issile atta^ k 
on 22 M arch 2004, after 
unsuccessful attem pt or 
life six months before.

Election cam paigns ha\ t 
been  a new  d ep a rtu re  
Hamas leaders

Follow ing the killing 
Sheikh Yassin, M r R a n ti"  
em erged as Hamas leadc 
Gaza before he too was ass 
sinatedon 17 April 2004. Kh.i 
led M eshaal, now  based in 
Syria and Lebanon, is the e 
up ’s overall leader.

Prominent Hamas officui i - 
killed by the Israelis inclu*:. 
Ismail Abu Shanab, in A uguc 
2003, and Izzedine al-Qa-ss^ 
Brigades leader Salah Shch 
ada, in July 2002.

S h e h a d a ’s su c c e sso r. 
M oham m ad  D e if  - w hom  
Israel blames for the 1996 bo­
mbings - has escaped sever.: 
attem pts on his life.

B ut H am as a ttac k s  on 
Israel have continued th u - 
and fast, with suicide bomb 
ings and armed assaults cla 
ming hundreds o f  lives. Thrv. 
Hamas supporters were e \ en 
convicted o f  an unsuccc'- 
attem pt to poison Israeli din 
ers at a Jerusalem  restaurar:

Trust International
International reaction to the Palestinian legislative elections

ACTING ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER EHUDOLM ERT 
1 hope that after elections results are in, and after our election results are in, that 1 will able to 
enter into negotiations with Abbas... on a final status agreement between us and the Palestinians.

ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTER TZIPILIVNI
The elections w ere meant to give pow er and strength to dism antle the [militant] organisations 
and not create a situation where those organisations sit in the parliam ent and then become part 
o f  the executive authority.

ISRAELI LIKUD PARTY LEADER BENJ AMIN NETANYAHU
Sooner or later [Hamas] will be in the hills over Tel Aviv airport and terrorism could again be a 
monumental threat to Israel.

ISRAELI NATIONAL RELIGIOUS PARTY M PEFFIE EITAM
It’s beyond any shade o f  doubt that Ehud Olmert is dividing Jerusalem [by allowing Palestinian 
residents to vote].
Bear in mind that, [if) there w ere elections in Washington for al-Qaeda, would any American 
adm inistration, would any Am erican citizen accept that?

EU EXTERNALRELATIONS COM M ISSIONER BENITA-FERRERO WALDNER 
I hope that these elections will... bring two leaderships that are ready and able to inject new 
vigour into this peace process.

BRITISH PRIM E M INISTER TONY BLAIR
It’s very difficult for us to be in a position o f  negotiating or talking to Hamas unless there’s a 
very clear renunciation o f  terrorism.

FORM ER US PRESIDENT JIM M Y  CARTER, HEAD O F INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS
The US government is prepared to continue dealing with the Palestinian Authority with Hamas 
members in the parliament.
If  Hamas becomes part o f  the executive branch that is, i f  it holds portfolios, then the Americans, 
the way I understand it, will preclude the United States doing business with the Palestinian 
Authority. So we do not know what choices will be made by the Palestinians.

US EMBASSY IN TEL AVIV SPOKESM AN STEW ARTTUTTLE
\ s  a m atter o f  policy, we don ’t deal with Hamas. If Hamas m em bers win seats... we are not 

going to deal with those individuals. Election campaigns have been a new departure fo r  Ham as leaders

HEAD O F EU OBSERVER MISSION V'ERONIQUE DE KEYSER
The Palestinians have given us a lesson [in] dem ocracy in the sense that to have such elections 
with pluralism , so many parties here, in [such a] difficult situation, it’s a good lesson.
Now I really hope that everything will be quiet, not only today, but at the announcem ent o f  the 
results. And after that we will see but really I hope the Palestinians [get] the peace and 
dem ocracy they deserve.
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Palestinian poll in Pictures

R iva l sunnnrters eathprpn outside nolHno stations hu t as th& w i t  «/»//v- nnnto suit ths> ✓/

I The Islam ic resistance m ovem ent H amas appears to have crow ned its f ir s t  parliam entary election  
cam paign with a shock defeat over m ainstream  rivals Fatah.

In school classrooms around the West Bank and Gaza, votes were being accumulated by the Hamas list.

Supporters o f  the radical Islam ist m ovem ent have taken to the streets to celebrate the group's apparent 
victory.

E xit po lls  after the ballot centres c losed had suggested a lead  f o r  Fatah, but that began to change as 
votes were counted.

T* n t/t l-t xit n,,ih ^ 4 LZ4 * ZlrZVZ'il'l
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SI ACCT. CERT. NAME ADDRESS SI kCCT. :e r t . NAME ADDRESS
NO NO. NO. NO NO. n o .

1 19648 19648 A. ALIYU, ZAREWA ABUBAKAR P.M.B. 177, MINNA 75 2233 2233 ADELEKE, MOTUNRAYO C/O U.B.A SEC 97/105, BROAD, STR LAGOS

2 20897 20974 A.SALISU, ABDULRAHAMAN C/0 UBA SECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET 76 2243 2243 ADEMOLA, RIDWAN P.M.B 5435 IBADAN, IBADAN

3 20693 20770 ABBA, A BELLO P.O. BOX 893, 77 21796 21873 ADEOTI.AJANI UBASEC.LTD., 97/105 BROAD STREET

4 172 172 ABBAS. ABUBAKAR C/O UBASECURITIES LIMITED, P.O.BOX 6492, MARINA 78 20964 210)1 ADESANYA, K.HUSSEIN 16, KEFFI ST.S/W,

5 21839 21916 ABBAS, ILIYASU C/O UBA KANO SHARADABRANCHSEC.LTD, KANO 79 2426 2426 ADEYEMO, WALE LATEEF N 0107 IBB WAY (BOX 11499) KANO,

6 185 185 ABDAZEEZ, MONSURAT C/0 UBA SECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET 80 20963 30B8 ADO, IDRIS B.NABEGU P.O.BOX 5191,

7 21558 . 21635 ABDUIKAREEM, AMINAT C/O FBN MERCHANT BANKERS LTD, P.M.B 12715 LAGOS 81 2542 2542 AFOLABI, SULAIMAN PO.BOX 4966, LAGOS

8 260 ABDUL MALILA, BASIRATU C/O UBASECURUTIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET 82 2730 2730 AHMAD S., GWOB ABDULLAHI C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET

9 308 308 ABDULAHI, ABDUL-FATAI ODOONAELEWE, 83 2659 2659 AHMAD, AUWALU C/O UBA SEC 97/105 BROAD STREET, LAGOS

10 838 838 ABDULAHI, BASHIR BAWA PMB 302, ABUJA 84 2710 2710 AHMAD, DANBABAAISHATU P.O.BOX 622,

11 323 323 ABDULAZEEZ, KEHINDE H E71656A OLUYONU ALADORIN. IBADAN 85 2668 2668 AHMAD, HALIMA C/O UBA SEC 97/105 BROAO STREET, LAGOS

12 322 322 ABDULAZEEZ, MUKAILA G C/O UBA SEC, P.O.BOX 6492,, LAGOS 86 2753 2753 AHMADU, MOHAMMADU D/IGE P.M.B 2346 SOKOTO.SOKOTO

13 326 326 ABDULAZEEZ, SIRAJUDEEN C/O UBA SEC 97/105 BROAD STREET, LAGOS 87 4313 4313 AHMED, AL HASSAN WORLD HEALTH ORGAN, BAUCHI

14 20732 20809 ABDULAZIZ, UMMA SADE P.O.BOX 10260, 88 2854 2854 AHMED, ALIYU S. NO. 22, KATURU,

15 384 384 ABDULHAMID, ISHAKA C/O UBA SEC, BROAD STREET 89 18575 18575 AHMED, KHADIJAT 75, ILE ASO, IPATA, ILORIN,

16 18524 18524 ABDULKADEER, AISHATU HOUSE NO A 92 BAYAN PADA, BAUCHI 90 2873 2873 AHMED, KOKI SALISU P.O.BOX 1004,

17 19027 19027 ABDULKADIR, HAFIZU C/O UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET 91 22420 22497 AHMED, NAZIRUKUFI UBASEC.LTD., 97/105 BRAOD STREET

18 19029 19029 ABDULKADIR, RAMLATU P.O.BOX 3550, BAUCHI 92 19552 19552 AHMED, S. USMAN PO.BOX 143,

19 20072 20150 ABDULKARIM, N GRACE C/O FBN PLC, KANO 93 2928 2928 AILARA, RASHEED TAIWO C/O UBA SEC LIMITED, 97/105

20 522 522 ABDULLAHI BOLARI. BABAYO C/O UBA SECURITIES, 97/105 BROAD STREET 94 21597 21674 AISHA, AMINU C/O UBASECURITIES LTD., 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGCS

21 8162 8162 ABDULLAHI. ABUBAKAR MUSA PMB 2220, KADUNA 95 22369 22446 AJALA.ABDULRAHMANUT. C/O UBA SEC,

22 825 825 ABDULLAHI, BATURE BD3 ZARIA KAWOKO, KADUNA 96 22127 222)4 AJALA, HABIBATY PO BOX 22420, U.l

23 884 884 ABDULLAHI, HASSAN C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, P.O.BOX 6492 97 2970 2970 AJANI, SEMIU C/O UBA SECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREET

24 21897 21974 ABDULLAHI, HASSAN ABDULLAHI STANDARD TRUST BANK, MINNA 98 2990 2990 AJAYI, KEHINDEAFUSAT C/O UBA SECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREET

25 21895 21972 ABDULLAHI, HASSAN ZUNGERU ABUBAKAR SADUQ HASSAN, STB PLC 99 3017 3017 AJIMATI, TAJDIN BOLADE C/O P.O BOX 4039, IBADAN

26 21028 21105 ABDULLAHI, JABIRU C/O UBA SEC LTD, P.O.BOX 6492,, MARINA, LAGOS 100 3018 3018 AJIMOTI JIMOH, JIMOH ODEKUNLE C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET

27 21856 21933 ABDULLAHI, LATEEFAH C/O UBA SEC. LTD., 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGOS 101 3024 3024 AJUMAWA, YUSUF IDRIS C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET

28 631 631 ABDULLAHI, MOHAMMED P.O.BOX 34, BORNOLGA 102 3039 3039 AKANBI, MAJEED OLADELE C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET

29 21756 21833 ABDULLAHI, MYDASSIR C/O SALISU ABBAS P.O .BOX 4852, KANO, 103 3037 3037 AKANBI, MOSHOOD A. FAJUYI HALL MOSQUE, O.A.U. ILE IFE

30 19975 20053 ABDULLAHI, NASIRU C/O DEPT OF BUSINESS ADMIN, BAYERO UNIVERSITY 104 19876 19954 AKANDE, MUSTAPHA C/O UBA SECURITIES LIMITED, P. O. BOX 6492, MARINA

31 21452 21529 ABDULLAHI, SULAIMAN C/O UBA SEC. LTD., 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGOS 105 21344 21421 AKANJI, RASHEED E7/966A OKE'BADAN, AGUGU, IBADAN

32 713 713 ABDULLAHI, SULEIMAN C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET 106 3103 3103 AKINBAMI, FATIMOT C/O UBASEC 97/105 BROAD STREET, LAGOS

33 18658 303309 ABDULLAHI, UMAR ISMA’ILA P.O. BOX 6793, JOS, 107 3116 3116 AKINBORO, ABIODUN I.I.T.A., IBADAN, IBADAN

34 521 521 ABDULLAHI, YAKUBU C/O UBA SECURITIES, 97/105 BROAD STREET 108 20428 20505 AKINWALE.FAWZAH UBA SEC.LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET

35 20402 20479 ABDULLAHI, YARKASUWN SALISU UBA SEC.LTD., 97/105 BROAD STREET 109 20959 21036 AKINWALE, MUFTAU KARIM 5 MANDELA CLOSE, AUSJRALIA ROAD

36 986 986 ABDULRAHAM, SADIQ SANI P.O.BOX 1274, 110 3179 3179 AKINWALE, TAOFEEK B C/O MR. I.ASALAWU, CMS DEPT, THE POLY, IBADAN,

37 1004 1004 ABDULRAHMAN, HAFIZ C/O UBA SECURITIES, 111 3210 3210 ALAAYA, JAMAL P.M.B. 5022, DUGBE, IBADAN

38 1073 1073 ABDULSALLAM, HASIYA CBN QUARTERS, GARKI 112 21686 21763 ALABI, ABDUL FATAI C/O UBASEC LTD, 97/105 BROAD ST.

39 1083 1083 ABDULWAHAB, LAWAL C/O UBA SEC,97/105,BROAD STR, LAGOS 113 3212 3212 ALABI, HASSAN 2, IGBONA MKT., OSOGBO

40 1079 1079 ABDULWAHAB, RAIHAWAT C/O UBA SECURITIES, 97/105 BROAD STREET 114 21687 21764 ALABI.SAFURATA. C/O, UBASEC

41 8256 8256 ABDURRAHAMAN, ABUBAKAR I.C.B. PLC, GUSAU 115 3254 3254 ALADE, SEKINAT P.O.BOX 24656, MAPO, IBADAN

42 1094 1094 ABDURRAHMAN,ABBA P.O.BOX 135334, KADUNA T16 3258 3258 ALAGBO, LATEEF OLUFEMI P.O.BOX 36253, IBADAN

43 19874 19952 ABIOLA, ASHIRU P.O. BOX2226, IBADAN 117 3276 3276 ALARAN, SHAFI'IT. C/O UBASEC, LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET

44 1189 1189 ABU, AMINU P.O.BOX 6972, BENIN CITY 118 3273 3273 ALARAPE, ABD AZEEZ TIAMMY P.O.BOX 225, IBADAN

45 1187 1187 ABU, MARIAM C/O UBASEC. LTD., 97/105 BROAD STR. 119 3290 3290 ALASIRI, SALIFAT 12 ALAKIJA STR., OFF IMALE ALAFIA ROAD

46 1635 1635 ABUBAKAR, ISAH P.O.BOX 676, 120 3300 3300 ALAYANDE, MUHYDEEN P.O.BOX 35894, AGODI

47 1638 1638 ABUBAKAR, KUDUMUHD NAGARI COLLEGE, 121 20515 20602 ALH RAUFU, ADIATU C/O UBASECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREET

48 21768 21845 ABUBAKAR, ABUBAKAR IBRAHIM UBA SECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREET 122 22403 22180 ALH.MUH’D., BELLO ABDUL HAKEEM C/O UBA SEC,

49 1569 1569 ABUBAKAR, AHMAD ADMIN &GS DEPT, 123 19907 19985 ALHAJI, MUHAMMAD ALIAJI C/O MAL MUHD ALHAJI, AL-NOURY HOSPITAL, N 01 1YAKARD

50 1226 1226 ABUBAKAR, ALIWUDIL ALIWUDIL C/O HABIB NIG BANK, KANO MAIN BRANCH 124 3445 3445 ALI BIU, ABDULLAHI BIU LOCAL GOVT. SECRETARITE, BIU

51 1294 1294 ABUBAKAR, ALIYU ABUBAKAR P.O.BOX 4000, 125 3444 3444 ALI, ABDUL SAMAD BIU LOCAL GOVT.SECRETARIATE, BIU

52 13883 13883 ABUBAKAR, AMINAS C/O ALH. ADAMU N. 3 AKWALI RD.T/WADA, ZARIA 126 3471 3471 ALI, DOGO MUSA C/O FIRST BANK OF NIG, FUNTUA

53 21841 21918 ABUBAKAR, DABOH OFF OFTHE HEAD OFtMSffiOFTVE FEDERATION,FED.SECRETARIATPHASEIIABUJA 127 3417 3417 ALI, SALE INUWA C/O CHEM, DEPT, B.U.K., P.M.B. 3011

54 3328 3328 ABUBAKAR, DAUDA HARUNA F.G.C., P.M.B 103 MINNA 128 3400 3400 ALI, SHAMAKI FAIZA PO BOX 10684, KADUNA

55 21090 21167 ABUBAKAR, ISAH BAUCHI P.O.BOX 12827,, WUSE, ABUJA 129 3480 3480 ALIMI.ASANAT P.O.BOX 36129, AGODI-IBADAN

56 1336 1336 ABUBAKAR, MAI TAKALMA MOH'O D/TANKARI ROAD, 130 3495 3495 ALIMI, AYUBAISHOLA ILE DOBGA SANGO SAKI, OYO

57 20272 20350 ABUBAKAR, MARA ADAMU 1832, R/WAIKA, KANO, 131 3481 3481 ALIMI, KHADIJAT P.O.BOX 36129,AGODI-IBADAN

58 1369 1369 ABUBAKAR, MAWASHIAISHAT 66. SULLUBAWA ROAD, U/SARKI 132 21763 21840 ALIMI, YEKINI TOLA P.O.BOX 30ABIG1122003, OGUN,

59 1401 1401 ABUBAKAR. MODIBBO MUSTAPHA C/O GIDAUNIYA, P.O.BOX 14427 133 3720 3720 ALIYU, ABUBAKAR IBRAHIM P.O.BOX 32,

60 20294 20372 ABUBAKAR, MOH. BELLO C/O UBASECURITIES LTD., 134 3739 3739 ALIYU, ADAM RABIU C/O UBASEC, PO.BOX 6492

j 61 21346 21423 ABUBAKAR, MUNCHIGARI IBRAHIM ADAMU S. JIRGI GOVT.SEC. SCH. K/IDI, BAUCHI 135 3756 3756 ALIYU, FAKI YUSUF MG 10 MAGAJI SAMBO RD MOTOR, KAURA KADUNA

62 1586 1586 ABUBAKAR, MUSTAPHAABUBAKAR P.O. BOX 5043, KANO STATE. 136 21842 21919 ALIYU, IBRAHIM A. C/O UBA SEC.LTD., 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGOS

63 1311 1311 ABUBAKAR, TUKUR C/O UBA SECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD 137 3722 3722 ALIYU, IBRAHIM ARAF N.R.C, ZARIA

64 1511 1511 ABUBAKAR, ZAINAB TRIP LTD JALINGO, 138 3558 3558 ALIYU, KABIRU 146 HERBERT MACAULAY, EBUTE-METTA

65 20740 20817 ADAMU AHMED, HASKE C/O UBASEC, P.O.BOX 6492,, 139 21603 21680 ALIYU, LARAI C/O UBASECURITIES LTD., 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGOS

66 1890 1890 ADAMU, ALIYU C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET 140 3630 3630 ALIYU, MAGAJI C/O UBASEC. LTD. 97/105 BROAD ST. LAGOS,

67 18170 18170 ADAMU, HARUNA C/O ALH.BELLO M.C.O.A JALINGO, TARABA 141 3637 3637 ALIYU, MOHAMMAD PMB 2019, KADUNA

68 1985 1985 ADAMU, SABO BANAKO C/O UBASEC. LTD, P.O.BOX 6492 142 3744 3744 ALIYU, MUSA SALIHU C/O, UBASEC

69 2083 2083 ADEDEJI, RAHEEM ALABI C/O UBA SEC. LTD, P.O.BOX 6492. MARINA 143 3774 3774 ALKALI, HALIMA P.O. BOX 2452, SURULERE

70 18421 303303 ADEDIRAN, ABDUR-RAHIM C/O UBASEC., P.O.BOX 6492, MARINA 144 19989 2X67 ALKALI, ALI C/O UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET

71 2108 2108 ADEDIRAN, ABDUR-RAZAQ C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, P.O.BOX6492 145 3785 3785 AL-KASSIM, ZAKARIYYA KAMAL P.O. BOX 12946, WUSE

72 2167 2167 ADEJUMOBI. MUSTAPHA C/O UBASEC. LTD. 97/105 BROAD STR 146 19592 19592 ALLI, SHAKIR IDOWU BOX 30785, SECRETARIAT, IBADAN

! 73 2210 2210 ADELANA, TAOFIQ C/O P.O BOX 12946, WUSE 147 3808 3808 ALMSHTTAAR0»/VajB<AN,A«)S0NS ALMSHITTAAROWOJEKA& SONS, OKE-SUNNAHSAKI IBADAN

L 2215 2215 ADELEKE, FATIMO C/O U.B.A SEC, 79/105, BROAD STR, V/ISLAND 148 21001 21078 AMEEN, SHEREEFAH 203, NISBET HSE, HOMERTON HIGH ST„ LONDON, E9,55A,



JAIZ INTERNATIONAL PLC iz
20718 AMINU. GARBA DANEJI

3976 3976 AMIRU. TASIU RIMIN GADO CK 1. BOX 3145. KANO

151 4005 AMOO. MODA'NUOLA ADESOIA U.l. ' C BOX 14384718ADAN 2&
4015 4015 AMTAI. INUWAALI P.C e x  1305 GOMBE 5431

AMUSAT MUMINiA , BIC O 3Y DEPT OYO STATE.. JUEdEOPEDU

'4045 ANGO.d MABALA PC C X t26, DUTS1N-MA

155 4043 4043 ANGO, SAIDU ABDULRAHMAN A. E 3 KONTAGORA, NIGER

4318 SNWUALU, GARBA S3AR£a  ANWUALU KA JAK“0 LAMBU.KANC ,240

ARAROMI, MOSQUE 2 ,« E  ARIN STREET..ILUPEJU . 241 21691

158 4TI3 4113 AREMU, OTUN-S MOSQUE C/C Al H. SHUTU FOLSRANMI. OTUtfCENTRE, OTUNSftKl 242 5544

ARIREMAKO/WAHAB C/C 0;: TRANS INTERNATIONAL BANKPLC. AGOOI BRANCH

160 4136 4136 ARMIYAU. MADA KHUMRAN' NC . JABORD.TUDUN WADA.P.M.B. 2390 244

161 4149 4149 AROUNDEGBE, ADEBAYOSAHEED 10E OMUPO LANE, OJO 245 5561

162 4199 4199 ASHIRU SHAKIRULLAri PC BOX 5933. 246 19777

163 4220 4220 * ......... CIRISISLAM'" CO! fGE PC B 3X2941 247

164 4243 4243 ATITEBI. KAFILATOMOTAYO ,  • ■ P.C BOX8948 KADUNA, 248 21495

165 4256 4256 ATTAH. MOHAMMED GARBA P.C BOX 10HADEJIA,JIGAWA. 249 5615

166 4266 4266 AUDI, ARMAYAU U CN BANK KADUNA. 5592

167 4303 4303 AUWAL. ABUBAKAR EL WAZEER Af. VARUL ISLAM U/SANUSIXADUNA 251 5602

168 4305 4305 AUWAL. HASSAN MAMMAN J.I.3.W.I.S. AMPER BOX 4, KANKE 252 5664

169 4312 4312 AUWALU. DAUDA MOHAMMED YAKANSAI799B. 253 5681

170 20762 20839 A'JWALU. IBRAHIM MUSA C." UBASEC. P.O.BOX 6492. MARINA 254 18596

171 4341 4341 AWOSANMI. IBRAHIM C - F!S SECURITIES LTD.. 2. MACARHY STREET ONIKAN 255 20745

172 4353 4353 AWWAL. YAHAYA C. FiRST BANK NIG. PLC, KANO MAIN 10 LAGOS STREET

173 19955 AYINDE, MUBEEN " - C I 3ASFCJRTIFSHMTED >> O BOX (SIS, WARi.'iA 257 5 7 #

174 4385 4385 AYlNLA; BADERA C FIRST BANK OF NlG.PLC.IJEBUODEBRANCHb' 1 258 5880

175 4387 4387 AYOADE. JIMOHADEBAYO P> H OX 4292. IKEJA 259 5953

176 4386 4386 AYOADE, MULIKAT OLUBUKOLA P EOX 4292 ABULEEGBA 260 5974

177 4401 4401 AYUBA. AMIRU Tl O'uN MALAMAI. FUNTUA 261

178 4436 4436 AZEEZ. OLUWATOYIN S* U40KE-0D0 IBADAN 262 18295

179 4437 4437 AZEEZ. WASIU Sf 444 OKE-ODO, IBADAN 263 6025

180 4429 .AZEEZ. WASIU C ' \VEMA BANK PLC, AGODI BRANCH 264 8903

181 21726 21803 BABA 2ND ADAM ' C O HRST BANK PLC, ZOOROAD. 265 13138

182 4462 4462 BABA, ABDULBADIALHASAN ISi DEPT., P.M.B. 3045, FCE, KANO 266 6118

183 4484 4484 BABA, ADAMU MAIMUNA M * 3  GROUP, KM 15. ZARIA ROAD '2 6 7 6154

184 4480 4480 BABA. UMAR C O FINMAL FINANCE CO. LTD. P.O.BOX 12946 WUSE 268 13188

185 4466 4466 BABA, YUSUF SULE PM.B. 2180, KADUNA 269 18255

186 4533 4533 BABALOLA, AZEZAT MODUPE C O PREMIUM SECURITIES LIMITED. 27/29 KING GEORGE V RD ONIKAN 270 18336

187 4532 4532 B ABALOLA, WASILAT ABIOLA C O PREMIUM SECURITIES LTD, 27/29 KING GEORGE V RD ONIKAN 271 6218

188 16999 16999 BABANDO. KAMALU ALIYU C OTRIP LTD,. P.M.B 1071, JALINGO 272 6226

189 4572 4572 BABURA, BELLO MAHMOUD C/OUBALTD 97/105 BROAD, 273 6276

190 4576 4576 BADA, BELLO USMAN DANFODIO UNIVERSITY, .SOKOTO 274 21041

191 4621 4621 BADMUS, AAISHAT OYINLOLA SW8/1000, IMALE FALAFIA, OKE-ADO, IBADAN 275 6350

192 4622 4622 BADMUS, ABDULHAKEEM SW8/1000IMALEFALAFIA IBADAN OYO, 276 20710

193 4659 4659 BAKARE, IBRAHIM ADEBAYO P.M.B 5317, 277 21091

194 20064 20142 BAKRE. ISMAIL ADEPOJU C 280AYETORO MARKET, LAGOS 278 6437

195 4744 4744 BALA.AFAKAHALADU MINISTRY FOR LOCAL GOVT.. KADUNA 279 6460

196 4752 4752 BALA, SHEHU SHEHU A A.C.O.E., ARGUNGU 280 6448

197 4778 4778 BALARABE, GARBA YAKUBU C/O FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA, SAMARU ZARIA 281 6453

198 4773 4773 BALARABE, MAIMUNA PO.BOX 13175. KANO 282 19260

199 20306 20384 BALKISU, MIJINYAWA C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, 283 6599

200 21643 21720 BALOGUN, AMINU R, NIHINLOLA 16, JOHNSON STREET, CEMENT-IKEJA, LAGOS STATE 284 6556

201 4824 4824 BALOGUN, BABATUNDE C/O PREMIUM SECURITIES LTD., 27/29 KING GEORGE V RD ONIKAN 285 6617

202 4806 4806 BALOGUN, ISMAILAYINLA BABATUNDE 8 MOREMI ROAD, NEW BODIJA, IBADAN 286 6626

203 4825 4825 BALOGUN, MAYOWA C/O PREMIUM SECURITIES LTD., 27/29 KING GEORGE V RD ONIKAN 287 6640

204 4817 4817 BALOGUN, SAKIRAT A. C/O ARILESERE J .l, BURSARY DEPT, U.l. 288 6666

205 4826 4826 BALOGUN, SIKIRULAI rPO BOX3691 LAGOS 289 20788

206 4860 4860 BAMIGBADE, B ADEDIJI \ C/O UNION BANK, IKIRUN BRANCH 290 6672

.207. 4862 4862 BANAU, KAMBA SANi VC FIRST BANK OF NIG PLC, BIRNIN KEBBI 291 6711

208 4875 4875 BANKOLE, SAHEED C.BOX 1933, U.l 292 6702

209 3340 3340 BAPPA, DIJA AHUN BEHIND. P.M.B 0018, 293 19855

210 20584 '20661 BASHIR. AMINU .M.B.ZONE 1.KANO 294 18300

211 4945 4945 BASHIR, ASMAU C BOX 2623. KANO 295 6748

212 5037 5037 BAWA, ABDULRAHMAN AMINU B MPLS PMB 2116, SOKOTO 296 6814

213 5024 5024 BAWA, HARUNA USMAN ASKARI LEA KASTINA STATE. 297 5449

214 5035 5035 BAWA, JUMMAI O/O MAIMUNA YUNUSAARMY DAY, SOKOTO 2& 19781

215 5253 5253 , ZIO Y.B. KIRFI, tNLAND BANK NIG PLC 299

216 5112 5112 BELLO, ABUBAKAR (ARMANJE INT. KANO. 300 7036

217 5238 5238 BELLO. ABUBAKAR HAUWAU. PO.BOX 675, KADUNA 301 7183

218 ^ 5139 5139 BELLO, GARBA KANKAROFI ’ O BOX 96. KANO 302 7167

219 5163 5163 BELLO, IBRAHIM SATDU f̂.’B 2052. KATSINA, 303 7191

220 5097 5097 BELLO, JUBRIL ONNOTU PM.B 0248,AT8U 304 7116

221 21141 21218 BELLO, KAOSARAT A, C/O FBN MERCHANT BANKERS, P.M.B 12715LAGOS 305 7172

222 5095 5095 BELLO, MAIRO MOHAMMED CS.ATBU 306 7107

.223 5299 5299 'BELLO, MH’D JAMIU 72 A IBRAHIM TAIWO ROAD. KANO 307 7174

224 5198 5198 BELLO, MUNIRATOZOHU C/O UBA SECURITIES, 97/105 BROAD STREET ■ 308 7209

225 5067 5067 BELLO,NASRUDEENA. 1C , SABA COURT,. LAGOS ISLAND 309 7260

226 5267 5267 BELLO. RILIWANU K. EBESEIVBIARO,, VIA AUCHI. 310 7272

227 19841 19919 BELLO, SA'AD MITEL INTERNET, ABUJA 311 7303

228 5206 5206 BELLO, SABIT FOLARANMI C O FBN(MERCHANT)BANKERS, 9/11 MACARTHY STREET 312 7331

229 5158 5158 BELLO, SALEH C O UBASEC. LTD 97/105 BROAD STR., LAGOS 313 22107

230 5177 5177 BELLO, SARATUI P.O. BOX 200, ' 314 7238-

23f 5279 527* B R tG . U«MAN ' *  Ah Ay J& AH' C'frFHtM/fe P.©.B0X 1294#* >*' ■< t f J 1 ' J 315 7329

•m An-SMfi /RIHCtes’ A»Dli1*23tZW 3''-' co m lM to tifc .V .o .tb ix to tf.. j ' :0!. * # .  ' J * -416* 7221

21768

5544

' 5561

19827

21572

5602'

5664

5681

18596'

20822

5762

588ff

5953

5974

18295

6025

8903

13138

6118

6154

13188

18255

18336

303281

6226

6276

21118

6350

20787

21168

6437

6460

6448

6453

19260

6599

6556

6617

6626

6640

6666

20865

6672

6711

6702

19933

18300

6748

6814

5449

19831

21904

7036

7183

7167

7191

7116

7172

7107

7174

7209

7260

7272

7303

7331

22184

7238

7329

7221

BIOBAKl). BASHIRU 

BlftNIN-TUDU.SHEHti tt fe u f  

BlSIRiU. NASIRDEEN 

BUGAJE. HAOWA ABDU

BUSARI AYlNLA, MOLIKI

BUSARI, ISIAKA .

USEE'. ABBA

DABtRI.’MUHAMMED ALFURGAM 

DABO LERE ZAfNAB UM&R 

DAGABAWA- SANI. HAOIZA 

DAHIRU. ABUBAKAR 

DAHIRU, AHMED 

DAHIRU, BABALE IBRAHIM 

DAHIRU. GAMBO 

DAHIRU. MUHAMMAD ALIYU 

DAHIRU. NURA 

DALHATU, SUNUSI 

DAMBAZAY. HALIMAL. '

DANKANI. TURADU IBRAHIM 

DANLADi LADAN. ABDULLAHI 

DANLADI.YABI

OANLAMI. YAWA HARU^A%'M§>;.cj

l'a n ya ro  MOHAV.ir:1.: "  O'o i

DAUDA, KAMORUDEEN

DAWUDA, MA1RC

DELE. FATIMC

DELE, JUNAID OLAJUWON

DtKKO. JA AFAR

DRJIMOH.IDAYATI.

DROLUSESI.LUKMAM

EKO. ABDULKAREEM

EMEKIMA. YUSUF A

ENGR OMISANYA, SULAIMAN

EZE CELIAS

EZE. MAUREEN

FAHM, ADIAT A

FAKOKUNDE. DAUDU OLANIYI

FARUK. MUHAMMED MAISIKELI

FATIMA.AU SULE

FOLAMI, NOJEEM M

FOLARIN, JAMIU

GAMBO. MOHD

GANA, USMAN MOHD

GANIYU. LATEEF

GANIYU, LATEEF ADEBAYO

GANIYU, SADIAT

GARBA, AISHA ADO

GARBA,G ADAMU

GARBA, USMAN

GAWAT, RAZAK AREMU

GBADAMOSI, LAMIDIAFOLABI

GBADEYANKA, MARYAM

GHALIAUWAL, KHADiJAH G. AUWAL

GHALI.LAWAL MOHAMMED

GIDADO. MUHAMMED

GIWA, MDRILIATIYABO

GIWA, SURAKAT.K

GIWA, MORILIAT IYABO

GOSHI.MUKTAR

GUJJA, HAFSA MUHAMMAD

HABU,ABDU

HAJABUKAR.ZARA

HAJIYA, HANNATU TAHIR H:

HALLIRU, SHEHU

HAMZAT-ANIFOWOSHE, DZIKRLLAHI 

HARUNA, ABDULLAHI 

HARUNA, DANJUMASANI ' 

HARUNA. HALIMATU SAAD1YA 

HARUNA, MUHAMMAD LABARA 

HARUNA, MUSA 

HARUNA, RABIU 

HARUNA, SHERIFF 

HASHIM, ABBA SHEHU 

HASSAN. ALIYU 

HASSAN AUWAL 

HASSAN, BEU-0 

HASSAN BUKAR 

HASSAN, HAMDALAH 

HASSAN. HAMEEDAH 

HASSAN, ISA 'f  ' ’ X* 9 ^

GADONSSK&

HASSAN, feM '

i

C/0 MIN. OF FINANCE: ABK

ADAMU AUGI COL£G.tpc EDUCATION. ARGUNGU ‘

BLOCK 528, FLAT 2, JAKANDE ESTATE

C O FIRST BANK 'ilGPLC SAKI BRANCH

C/QFIRST BANK OF NIG. PLC, AMIN1GUN. IBADAN

C O UBASECURI TIEStTD, P.O. 0492. MARINA 

WRA 3T9A. f  HA, PHASE 3, KUBWA,

P.M.B 442 (3ARK1 

P.O. BOX 1745BAUCHI.

PLOT 24CUNTC L AYOUT, OPP C.B.N QUARTERS KARU ABUJ/* 

N 0106118. BAUCHI ROAD

NGUWAN HAUSA WAZANGO BWARI, AREA COUNCIL 

NO 22 UWAAVEKUE EG. O. ABUJA 

P.O.BOX 307, KANO

T.S.D. MIN. OF COMMUNICATION ABUJA.

PO.BOX 13614 KANO,

C'O UBASEC. 97/105 BROAD STREET.

C/O UBASEC. PO.BOX 6492,

CfOABBAYAKASA. MIN. OF HEALTH 

(D.E.S)FC.D.A..P.M’̂ V  

.£0.80X001. H A D E ^

24, SAWYER STREET,

P.O.BOX 55̂  KUT1GI-

PO.BOX 19766. IBADAN ,

&BIQDUN BODUNDE ROAD, BASORUN, IBADAN.

BOX 7459, KADUNA 

P.0.80X 53,

P.M.B. 2118, IJEBU-ODE 

40IDORUWO STR., LAGOS ISLAND 

C/O UBASEC LTD. 97/105. BROAD STR, LAGOS 

C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD ST 

C/O UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET,

C/O UBA SEC, BROAD STREET LAGOS

186B MOSHOOD OLUGBANI, V.l

B 84, FLAT 4 LSDPC, IPAJA

COMMISION ROAD, KANO

UBA SECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREET

19/21APATIRASTR. LAGOS ISLAND

P.O.BOX 5282, TOTO RD„ ABEOKUTA

C/O UBASEC, P.O.BOX 6492, MARINA

PHYSICS DEPT., B.U.K., P.M.B 3011, KANO

C/O UBASEC. LTD., 97/105. BROAD STREET. LAGOS

C/O TRANS INTI BANK PLC, AGODI

P.O. BOX 219, SAKI, OYO,

UBAADO BAYERO. KANO

C/O UBASEC LTD, P.O BOX 6492, MARINA,

NLNG PMB 12774, LAGOS

BLOCK 23 FLAT 3 PHASE II. ADENIJIADELE ESTATE

P.O.BOX 344, IKEJA,

BOX 3275, MAPO-IBADAN

N.T.D.C.1, ZARIA ROAD

C/O UBASEC, P.O.BOX 6492,MARINA

DSSHQ.ADO EKITI

P.O.BOX 3070, MAPO-IBADAN

P.O.BOX 660,, MARINA

P. O. BOX 3070, MAPO

C/O UBASEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET, ;

P.O.BOX'1074s KANO CITY

C/O UBA SEC 97/105 BROAD STREET LAGOS,

C/O MODU BUKAR MIN OF WORKS&, HOUSING DAMATURU 

P. 0.60X7070WUSE. ABUJA 

C/O UBASEC LTD. 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGOS 

C/O FINMAL F1 NANCE CO LTD. P.O.BOX 12946 WUSE 

£MIR!S PALACE„P.O.BOX 1,

C/OALHAJIDANIDI/P.O BOX 353. KANO 

C/O HABIB NIG BANK LTD, BAUCHI BRANCH 

C/O FINMAL FINANCE COMPANY, PMB 12946 WUSE 

C/O MUSA AMINU PRISONS..

C/O INLAND ESANK NIG PLC, 40, ALI AKILU MASKA ROAD 

CIO UBASECURITIES,. 97/105 BROAD STREET,

C/O UBASECURITIES., 97/105 BROAD STREET, 

C/OP.O.BOX'427„

C/O FINMAL FINANCE LTD 785. HERBERT MACAULAY WAY C.B

C/O TRANS IMT’L, BANK LTD

C/O FIRST BANK NIG', MAIDUGURI MAIN BRANCH

C/O UBA SEC 97/105 BROAD STR. LAGOS,

C/O UBA SECURITIES, 97/105 BROAD STREET, 

C0mi«OTS[ClHnESA^I:tfLtD,piB0%17»™t,i
■ e<- s I'
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JAIZ INTERNATIONAL PLC jaiz
317 7319 7319 HASSAN. KEHINDE C/O TRANS INT'L, BANK PLC AGODI 401 18219 18219 JIBRIL, LAWAN BOX 410,, BUKURU,

318 7353 7353 HASSAN. KURFEJI MUHAMMAD HABIB NIG BANK LTD, KANO BRANCH 402 8811 8811 JIBRIL, USMAN P.O.BOX 14733, KANO,

319 7330 7330 HASSAN, LAMINU o ii^ N C P C T m B n 9 .iA a a ra ,w w \ N ffl 403 8904 8904 JIMOH, A. LATEEF P.O.BOX 53.

320 7237 7237 HASSAN, MAHMUD C/O FBN MERCHANT BANKERS, 10 LAGOS STREET KANO 404 8883 8883 JIMOH, ISMAILADEBAYO C/O FIRST BANK OF NIG. PLC., MOLETE

321 7276 7276 HASSAN, MAIKALAGE SHUAIBU C/O FINMAL FINANCE LTD, BOX 12946 WUSE 405 8879 8879 JINANI, AHMAD RUFAI C/O FBN MERCHANT BANKERS, 10, LAGOS STREE*

322 7314 7314 HASSAN, MANSAR MIKAILU C/O FBN MERCHANT BANKERS, 10, LAGOS STREET KANO 406 8955 .8955 JUNAD, KAMOL ABIODUN 6AYOOLA COKER ST, GAR

323 7269 7269 HASSAN, SAMIHA C/O UBA SECURTIES, 97/105 BROAD STR, 407 8957 8957 JUNAID, TAJUDIN RUFAI C/O AFRIBANK PLC, OJUELEGBA BRANCH

324 7240 7240 HASSAN, WAJIAH C/O UBASECURITIES, 97/105 BROAD STREET, 408 21629 21706 JUNAID, KUBURATA. C/O UBASECURITIES LTD., 97/105, BROAD STREET LACCi

325 7389 7389 HUSSAIN. ABDULLAHI P.O.BOX 1452, 409 19732 19782 JUNAIDU, ISMAIL NERDC P.M.B. 91 GARKI,

326 7406 7406 HUSSAINI, MUHAMMAD C/O NAL BANK PLC, 20 MARINA 410 8972 8972 KABARA, ALI YUSUF C/O HABIB NIG BANK LTD, KANO MAIN BRANCH

327 7442 7442 HUSSEINI, BARIYA C/O FINMAL FINANCE LTD, P.O.BOX 12946 WUSE 411 9037 9037 KABIRU, INUWA B/KASUWA SULEJA IBB MARKET, LAGOS LINE STORE '• -

328 7445 7445 HUSSEINI, MOHD ZAINAB C/ONUB INT’L BANK LTD, VICTORIAL ISLAND 412 21760 21837 KADIRI, YASAU ABIDEKUN P.O.BOX 22, ABIGI.

329 7458 7458 IBHAGUI, EIMIEENWANLAN C/O UNION BANK OFNIG PLC, SURULERE 413 9132 9132 KARIMU, MALUM LASSA P.O.BOX 50, LASSA, BORNU

330 7461 7461 IBIKUNLE, WAIDIA WAIDI BOX 24028, MAPOHILL 414 22130 22207 KASSIM, OMOLARA BILQIS C/O FBN MERCHANT BANK LTD, P.M.B 12715

331 7863 7863 IBRAHIM, DANJUMA C/O FIRST BANK OF NIG PLC, JALINGO BRANCH 415 18437 18437 KONTAGORA, MUH LAWAL C/O UBASEC. LTD., 97/105 BROAD STR.

332 7663 7663 IBRAHIM, ABDULBASID C/O TIDDO SECURITIES LTD, P.O.BOX 3185 416 19904 19982 KWAIRANGA, UMARU P.O.BOX 12942, WUSE

333 22497 22574 IBRAHIM, ABDULKADIR lYA'U C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET 417 17984 17984 LAGUNJU.ABOULFATTAH CHILDREN S HOME SCHOOL, CHALLENGE, IBADAN

334 7611 7611 IBRAHIM, ABDULLAH A C/O FINMAL FINANCE LTD, P.O.BOX 12946 WUSE +D2213 418 19737 19787 LAMBA, ABUBAKAR FED.POLY,, PMB 1006,

335 7967 7967 IBRAHIM, ABDULLAHI ALIYU C/O BANK OF THE NORTH LTD, JALINGO BRANCH 419 21539 21616 LAWAL, KAFILAT ADEBUSAYO UNION BANK OF NIG PLC, IKIRUN

336 7775 7775 IBRAHIM, ABDULLAHI IBRAHIM C/O FBN MERCHANT BANKERS LTD, 10, LAGOS STREET 420 21067 21144 LAWAL, A. MOSHOOD C/O UBASEC., P.O.BOX 6492, MARINA

337 7632 7632 IBRAHIM, ABDULWAHAB P.O.BOX 103 DUTSE-ABUJA, 421 9584 9584 LAWAL, AFUSAT C/O UBA SEC 97/105 BROAD STR, LAGOS,

338 7693 7693 IBRAHIM, ABUBAKAR C/O UBASEC. LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREET, LAGOS 422 9565 9565 LAWAL, MIFTAU A C/O UBA SEC 97/105 BROAD STR LAGOS,

339 8032 8032 IBRAHIM, AHMED C/O FINMAL FINANCE LTD, P.O.BOX 12946, WUSE 423 21804 21881 LAWAL, MOSHOOD UBA SECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREE’

340 20361 20438 IBRAHIM, ALHAJI DAYYABU C/O, UBASEC 424 9583 9583 LAWAL, MUHAMMAD 18, AKANJIODUTOLU LAGOS,

341 7666 7666 IBRAHIM, AMINU C/O FINMAL FINANCE LTD, P.O.BOX 12946 WUSE 425 21148 21225 LAWAL, RAMON BOLAJI 1 1 IKPOH STREET S/LAGOS, LAGOS

342 3344 3344 IBRAHIM. AUDU ABDU C/O P .O. BOX 1240,, MAIOUGURI 426 18263 18263 LAWAL, RASAQ PZ INDUSTRIES,, PCC ADMIN,

343 7664 7664 IBRAHIM. AWWAL MOHAMMED C/O TIDDO SECURITIES LTD, P.O.BOX 3185 427 9668 9668 LAWAL, ZAKARIA A. ALIYU C/OB.O.N,, D/MA

344 7997 7997 IBRAHIM, BAFFA C/O FIRST BANK OF NIG PLC, KANO MAIN, SANI ABACHA WAYI 428 22434 22511 LAWAN, SADIQ NO 453 SANI MAINAGGE.

345 20735 20812 IBRAHIM, BALA C/O UBA SEC, P.O.BOX 6492,, 429 21708 21785 LIMAN. BABA C/O, UBASEC

346 7532 7532 IBRAHIM, BUHARI MARYAM C/O INLAND BANK NIG PLC. 40 ALI AKILU/ MASKA RD 430 21050 21127 LIMAN, YAKUBU C/O UBA SECURITIES. 97/105 BROAD STREET

347 7985 7985 IBRAHIM, DANLADI ISAARIKYA FED. MIN. OF AGRIC AND RURAL DEV., PM B 135 AREA IIGARKI, 431 9785 9785 LUBA, SHEHU C/O UBA SEC LAGOS,

343 8023 8023 IBRAHIM, DAUDA BOX 902, FUNTUA 432 9802 9802 LU'UMAN, IBRAHIM P.M.B 202, KATSIA

349 7726 7726 IBRAHIM. DUTSINMA MANNIR C/O FINMAL FINANCE LTD, 10, IJORA CAUSEWAY, IJORA 433 19872 19950 MAGAJI, RILWANUK P.O. BOX 371, FUNTUA

35i 79:4 7924 IBRAHIM, FATIMAH C/O AHMED SHUAIBU - GARA, P.O.BOX 444. 434 20680 20757 MAHAMMAD, ZAKARIYYA NO 46 TAFAWA BALEWA ROAD,

351 750(i 75001 !3r  AHIM, GARBA HUSSAINI C/O HABIB NIGERIA BANK LTD. KANO MAIN BRANCH 435 9925 9925 MAHE, IYAL MALUMFASHI P.M.B. 2401, KADUNA

352 797E 79('S 1'Y.AHIM. IMAKl ABDULKADIR P.O. BOX 1775, SOKOTO 436 20387 20464 MAI-MALA, MUHAMMAD ABER DEPT. FMF,

353 7653 7650 ■. iRi1 S M . ISA PASiMATU C/O FINMAL FINANCE, BANK OF THE NORTH BLDG 437 10060 10060 MAINA, MOHAMMED M. C/O UBASEC, P.O.BOX6492, MARINA

354 7774 7774 fVCn “3 MAI.-A C/O FBN MERCHANT BANKERS, 10 LAGOS STREET KANO 438 10137 10137 MAJALIS GLOBAL VENTURES LTD, WA241 ZOO ROAD, HOUSING EST. PHASE III, KAN

355 7764 7764 uRAr.iiM J, .Mil \ C/O FBN MERCHANT BANKERS, 10 LAGOS STREET KANO 439 10169 10169 MALAM.ADELAKUN MUSLIM KANNAKANNA COMPOUND, IYAJIQRTS, P.O BOX 346 ? ■

356 7976 7976 IBRAHIM. LAWAL BANK OF THE NORTH, JALINGO 440 19747 19797 MALKUDI, KARAH THE NIGERIAN POLICE FORCE, FORCE C.I.D., FORCE HQS -5JJ*

357 4887 4887 IBRAHiy MAIAHU AHMAD UDU, SOKOTO, P.M.B. 2346 441 21930 22007 MALLAM, BUKHRIT OYEWALE C/O P.O.BOX 6492. UBA SEC LTD

358 8044 8044 IBRAHIM. MANU GADAM C/O FINMAL FINANCE, P.O.BOX 12946 WUSE 442 15828 15828 MALLAM, SULEIMAN MUH'D. ZARIA C4-KANAW, ROAQ-UNGWAN KANAWA, KADUNA

359 21479 21556 IBRAHIM, MUHAMMAD K/WAMBA! P.O.BOX 1111, KANO 443 10209 10209 MAMMAN, ABDU KTARDAZONE, FUNTUA

360 7665 7665 IBRAHIM. MUYIDEEN P.O.BOX 316 JOS, 444 10298 10298 MA'RUF-LAWAL, UMMULKHAYR fc d a a r e a a b u jA fc t ,

361 7608 7608 IBRAHIM, SALAMATU NO 276 KAURA, 445 20889 20966 MASUDEL JIBRIL, BALARABE C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET

362 7839 7839 IBRAHIM, SIKIRULAHI P.O.BOX 2460, GARKI 446 5530 5530 MESRS COMXEL, NIGERIA LIMITED 1B, KASUR RD, U/SARKI

363 7888 7888 IBRAHIM, TIJJANI C/O FATIMATIJJANI,, FBN PLC, P.M.B 3077 FAGGE 447 18292 18292 MIFTAUDEEN, ABEEBLLAHI 122 LAGOS STREET, EBUTE METTA, OYINGBO

364 7667 7667 IBRAHIM, UMAR ABU ZARIA, ZARIA 448 20768 20845 MOH.GHALI LAWAL C/O UBA SEC, P.O.BOX 6492, MARINA

365 7684 7684 IBRAHIM, UMAR C/O FINMAL FINANCE LTD, P.O. BOX 12946 WUSE 449 21846 21923 MOHAMMAD, SALISU MUSTAPHA C/O UBASEC LTD., 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGOS

366 20838 20915 IBRAHIM, YAHAYA P.M.B 3284, KANO 450 10516 10516 MOHAMMED, ABDULLAH C/O UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET

367 7776 7776 IBRAHIM, YUSUF BULAI C/O FBN MERCHANT, BANKERS LTD 10 LAGOS STREET 451 18322 18322 MOHAMMED, DANASABE C/O UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET

368 8065 8065 IDOWU, NAFIUIYIOLA P. O. BOX 1467, ILESA 452 10557 10557 MOHAMMED, GIDEABDULWAHAB C/O UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET

369 8185 8185 IDRIS, ABDULAZIZ C/O FBN PLC, KANO FAGGE TAKUDU BRANCH 453 10655 10655 MOHAMMED, HALIMA C/O UBASEC. LTD 97/105 BROAD STR., LAGOS

370 8076 8076 IDRIS, AMEEN C/O UNION BANK OF NIG PLC, BANK ROAD BRANCH 454 20832 20909 MOHAMMED, MARYAM C/O ILIYASU MAMUD., PAN LTD KADUNA

371 8126 8126 IDRIS, AMIRA ZAINAB P.O.BOX 8447, KADUNA 455 20771 20848 MOHAMMED, MUSA P.O.BOX 23, BAKORI,

372 8192 8192 IDRIS, BELE BUHARI C/O FIRST BANK OF NIG, FUNTUA 456 10581 10581 MOHAMMED. NALADO C/O UBA SEC., 97/105 BROAD STREET

373 8094 8094 IDRIS, FADILAH CCF3NMERChANTBAM<B?SLTD,PLOT777CENTFALAREACOMASSAI£HOUSE 457 20683 20760 MOHAMMED. SAGIRU MTNN KANO BRANK,

374 8092 8092 IDRIS, NANA. AISHA OOFBNf>Cr!CHANTW4<ERSLTD,PLOT777CENTRALAREACCWASSAIEHOUSE 458 19289 19289 MOHD, DANDAGO HUSSAINI P.O. BOX2623, KANO

375 8074 8074 IDRIS. SANI (DAN ALJANNA) C/O HABIB NIG BANK LTD. KANO MAIN BRANCH 459 10869 10869 MOHD, SANI HUSSAINI C/O FINMAL FINANCE, P.O.BOX 12946

376 8197 8197 IFEBAJO, EOLANLE O C/O WEMA BANK PLC, SAGAMU 460 10867 10867 MOH'D, SHEHU GWANDU C/O FIRST BANK PLC, BENIN KEBBI BRANCH

377 8221 8221 IKRAMAH, AiSHA PMB 2272,, KADUNA 461 10882 10882 MOHD. UMAR ALI C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, P.O.BOX 6492

378 19906 19984 !LA, AHMED NAZIFI P.O. BOX 409, KANO 462 15663 15663 MOMODU. AMANI P.O.BOX 51204, IKOYI

379 8270 8270 ILYAS, BABA ABUBAKAR P.O.BOX 880, ZARIA 463 10904 10904 MORAKINYO, F OLUBUNMI NO 32 MIKE OJOISHERIOSUN.

380 8274 8274 ILYAS. MOUSAKUDAN OONmiTY âC.KADBRAN(>l.1,imB«rfB»M(R(W),Off««aj0BiOVVAY 464 19796 19846 MUAZU, HARUNA NNPC, P/HARCOURT, P O BOX 585 P/HARCOURT

381 22380 22457 IMAM. JINAIDU SALISU C/O UBA SEC, 465 11003 11003 MUFUTAU, MUHAMMAD A P.O.BOX 278, EPE

382 8276 8276 IMAM, LU3NAH C/O UNION BANK NIG.PLC, BANK ROAD 466 11285 11285 MUHAMMAD IBRAHIM, BIRMA P.O.B12946 WUSE, F.C.T

383 8288 8288 IMAM NUHUUMAR P.OBOX 10609, KANO 467 22492 22569 MUHAMMAD. ABDUSHESHE C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREE'

384 8339 8339 INUWA, ISA ILIYA C/O FINMAL FINANCE, PO BOX 12946 WUSE 468 11057 11057 MUHAMMAD, ABUBAKAR 9A KOSOKO STREET, LAGOS ISLAND

385 21511 21588 iNUWA, TUJArtl ADAMU C/O UBASECURITIES LTD. P. O. BOX 6492, MARINA 469 11259 11259 MUHAMMAD, AHMAD C/O UBA SEC.LTD, BROAD ST

386 21536 21613 ISA, YUNUS .Z C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, P. O. BOX 6492, MARINA 470 20933 21010 MUHAMMAD, ATTAHIR C/O UBASECURITIES LTD. 97/105 BROAD STREE'

387 21747 21824 ISA, MiKA'ILA P.O BOX 3273, BAGAUDALAKE.KANO. 471 11118 11118 MUHAMMAD. BABA P.O.BOX 875, GOMBE

388 84S5 8495 ISAH BASHIR SHARIF 9111 MACATHY. LAGOS 472 11282 11282 MUHAMMAD, ILYASU C 622 L/MAHMOOD ST, BAKARO QTS, BAUCHI

389 8481 8481 ISAH, IBRAHIM LAU C/O FINMAL FINANCE LTD, 10, CAUSE WAY, IJORA 473 19456 19456 MUHAMMAD. INUWA SALIHU P.OBOX 4889, P/HARCOURT,

390 8478 8478 ISAH, YUSUF C/O UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET 474 11345 11345 MUHAMMAD iSA ALI P.O.BOX 4956

391 8517 8517 ISAHK, ISA C/O HABIB NIGERIA BANK LTD, WARRI 475 11038 11038 MUHAMMAD, ISAATIKA P.O. BOX 4956.

392 8532 '  8532 ISHAKA.BUBAHAFSATU FINANCE DEPT PASS LG, 476 11343 11343 MUHAMMAD, ISA HAMZA PO.BOX 4956,

393 8543 8543 ISHAQ. RlMI ADAM C/O LION BANK OF NIG PLC, LAFIA 477 11040 11040 MUHAMMAD. ISA SHAMSUDDEEN P.O. BOX 4956.

354 8552 8552 ISHOLA, AOLATU C/O TRANS INTL BANK PLC. AGODI BRANCH 478 11344 11344 MUHAMMAD, ISA UMAIL P.O.BOX 4956.

395 8581 8581 ISIYAKU. HUSSAINI P.O.BOX 22, 479 11225 11225 MUHAMMAD, KABIRJIMADA C/O UBA SEC LTD. BROAD ST,

396 19730 19780 ISLAMIC EDUCATION, TRUST MINNA ILMI AVENUE. P.M.B. 229 480 11338 11338 MUHAMMAD, KASIM A.A.C.O.E.,

397 21489 21566 ISMAIL, MAKAMAAHMAD P.O.BOX 13614, KANO 481 11233 11233 MUHAMMAD, KHALEED ALHAJI C/O MAL.MUHAMMADALHAJI.AL-NOURYHOSP.NO 1 1'iKASO

398 8709 8709 JA’AFARU, SUWAIBA C/O INTERCITY BANK PLC, KAD. BRANCH, 1 1NTRECITY BANK RD 482 11431 11431 MUHAMMAD, MAI BURUJI C/O UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET

399 8713 8713 JA’AGI, 1AAHMED P.O. BOX 85. MOKWAT 483 11122 11122 MUHAMMAD, MUH’D ABDULLAHI NNASSUKA HANWA. ZARIA KADUNA STATE

400 8781 8781 JARMAI. LAWAL NO 3TAFOKI RD.. FUNTUA 484 11088 11088 MUHAMMAD, MUSA NAMU NAMU DISTRIC QUAAN -PAN L.G.A. PLATEAU STATE
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485 11413 11413 MUH’D.. MAIBASUKUR MAYANCHI SABON GARIN, DAMBA 569 14409 14409 SALIHU, S. ISHAQ UBA SECURITY, 97/105 BROAD STREET

486 11556 11556 MUHAMMED, BALA C/O UBASEC 97/105 BROAD ST. LAGOS, 570 18384 18384 SALIHU, SAADIYA IMAM P.O.BOX 176, FUNTUA

487 11517 11517 MUHAMMED. BUKARBANA C/O UBA SEC. 97/105 BROAD STREET 571 20322 20400 SALISU ABDULLAHI, AMINU P.O.BOX 4956, KANO

488 20869 20946 MUHAMMED. FAROUK C/O HABIB BANK JALINGO, JALINGO 572 20759 20836 SALISU, IBRAHIM C/O UBA SEC,, PO.BOX 6492,MARINA,

489 11572 11572 MUHD, BELLO ABBAS P.O.B 12946, WUSE 573 14577 14577 SALLAU, HASSAN C/O UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET

490 11579 11579 MUHD, MUWASHIDIYAKUBU C/O UBA SEC 97/105 BROAD STR. LAGO, 574 20567 20644 SAMAILA, MOHAMMED ARIII MORULI DISTRICT OFFICE,

491 13373 303292 MUKHTAR, ZAHRA'H C/O ABBA RUFA BOX 10109, G/POST OFFICE KANO 575 21781 21858 SAMA’ILA, UMAR B.BA 9,

492 11648 11648 MULIMA.ARDO YAHAYA CUSTOMS, MAIDUGURI 576 14615 14615 SAMBO, SHEHU BOLAJI C/O UBASEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET

493 19625 19625 MUSA, JAMILU P.M.B. 3261, KANO 577 14654 14654 SAMUEL, BABATUNDE P O.BOX 5319, GARKI ABUJA FCT

494 20494 20571 MUSA, JEMILA PAO-OIN.SPDC, LAGOS 578 14871 14871 SANI, SHEHU P.O. BOX 11398, KANO

495 19795 19845 MUSITAFA, ABADUNRIROTIAMIYU 0. PO.BOX166 SAKI TOWN,OYO 579 15001 15001 SANUSI, ATINUKE SUBAIDAT C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET

496 12041 12041 MUSITAFA, WAIDI P.O. BOX 391, OTUN SAKI 580 14971 14971 SANUSI, FAUSAT 25 OGUNBANWO STREET, KETU

-U CO 12049 12049 MUSLIM COPERS, ASSO. OF NIG. GOMBE BRANCH [MCAN SECT.], P.O.BOX 1376, BOLARI
581 22139 22216 SANUSI, KAFAYAT P.O. BOX 67715, AGODI

498 12043 12043 MUSLIM, SAHEEDADEWALE 250LABIRAN STREET, LAGOS
582 15010 15010 SANUSI, LAMIDO UBA PLC, 57 MARINA STREET

499 12074 12074 MUSWFA.A. YUSIF C/O UBA SEC,, P.O BOX 6492,
583 14945 14945 SANUSI, MUIBAT ABIMBOLA C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, BOX 6492

500 12175 12175 MUSTAPHA, A. KUSFA C/O ANG ZARIA N 013 ZARIA, KADUNA STATE
584 15002 15002 SANUSI, SADIQANWO 4 SOUN AJAGUNGBADE AVENUE, BODIJA, IBADAN

501

502

503

504

505

506

507

508

509

510

511

21828

21868

12136

12205

12243

12256

12258

12355

18356

12389

12457

21905

21945

12136

12205

12243

12256

12258

12355

18356

12389

12457

MUSTAPHA, ADAMU 

MUSTAPHA, BABA AMINA 

MUSTAPHA. ISAALAO 

NA ABBA, MOH AMMEDU 

NAFIU IMRAN, ADESINA 

NA'IBI WALI, SAFIYA 

NAIJI, GARBA 

NDAMAN, AMINA1ARAI 

NIOYI, MUDI

NOJEEMDEEN, ABD. FATAI A. 

OBAKUNLE, SAFURAINI

C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD., 97/105. BROAD STREET, LAGOS 

C/O UBA SEC. LTD., 97/105, BROAD STREET. LAGOS 

C/O UBA SEC BROAD ST, MARINA LAGOS STATE 

SARARIQTRS KANO, KANO 

P.O BOX 2405, KANO 

PMB 3193, KANO

C/O UBASEC LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET 

C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, P.O.BOX 6492 

C/O UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET 

C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, P.O.BOX 6492 

N02ADIJAT STREET

585

586

587

588

589

590

591

592

593

594

595

596

19785

15091

15109

15224

15194

15242

20786

15285

15294

22251

15439

15400

19835

15091

15109

15224

15194

15242

20863

15285

15294

22328

15439

15400

SAULAWA, LAWAL YUSUFU 

SHA ABA, HASANA 

SHAKUR. AHMAD RUFAI 

SHEHU, ALIYU 

SHEHU, KUTA

SHEHU, MOHAMMED MURTALA 

SHEHU, MUH’D. SIRAJUDDEEN 

SHIN-ABA, FAWAZ ADEDISUN 

SHITTA, BEY QUREEB 

SHITU, BASHIR 

SHUAIBU, MUHAMMAD. A 

SHUAIBU, SAADATU

P.O. BOX 250 KADUNA,

39 SEBIOTIMO STREET. MANGORO

D.P.R., P.M.B. 399

U.D.U.S., P.M.B. 2346, SOKOTO

EQUITY BANK OF NIGERIA, 109/113, BROAD STREET, LAGOS 

GANJUWA LOCAL GOVT. AUTHORITY 

P.M.B 2021, POLY KAD.

P.O. BOX 525,

NO 31 BRANO STREET,

C/O UBASEC,, 97/105 BROAD STREET,

GARKI POLICE BARRACKS ABUJA, ABUJA 

P.O BOX 3094 BAUCHI, BAUCHI
512 21612 21689 OBIDA, IBRAHIM C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD., 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGOS

597 22123 22200 SHUAIBU, UMAR H C/O UBASEC. LTD 97/105 BROAD ST,
513 12554 12554 ODUYE, OLADIPO ABIB C/O UBA SEC 97/105 BROAD ST, LAGOS

598 15471 15471 SHUIBU, MUDI PO.BOX 846. MAIDUGURI
514 12566 12566 OGUN, MUINAT OLUBUKUNOLA C/O UBA SECURITIES, 97/105 BROAD STREET LAGOS 599 15523 15523 SOLANKE, SAMULE TEMITOPE UBAOGBOMOSO, OYO, OYO
515 12576 12576 OGUNBOWALE, OLUWASEGUN C/O U8A SECURITIES, BROAD STREET 600 15553 15553 SOYEMI, HAMEED P.O BOX 2626 SOMOLU, SOMOLU LAGOS
516 12607 12607 OGUNLAJA, NOSIRU 1 ABEBI CLOSE, OFF OLATUNJI STR. 601 15645 15645 SULAIMAN, WALI NA'IBI P.M.B. 3193,
517 21048 21125 OGUNRINU, KUDIRAT C/OUBA SEC LTD, P.O.BOX 6492,, MARINA, LAGOS 602 22147 22224 SULEIMAN, IDRIS UMAR P.O. BOX 649,
518 12658 12658 OJENIYI, CLEMENT OLUGBENGA P.O.BOX 81, NEPA 603 15815 15815 SULEIMAN, JUMMAIFATI P.M.B. 2392, KADUNA
519 12681 12681 OKE, BASHIR C/O UBA SEC., 97/105 BROAD STREET 604 15739 15739 SULEIMAN, RISIKAT C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, 97/U5SROAD STREET
520 12711 12711 OKETAOLEGUN, SULAIMON 0. P.O.BOX 6322, AGODI- IBADAN 605 15811 15811 SULEIMAN, RUQAYYA C/O MUKHTAR MOH D CITY EXPfiS%S BANK, MAITAMA,

521 12762 12762 OKWARA, BARNA8AS NNAJI C/O, UBASEC 606 15887 15887 SURU, HUSSANI UMAR C/O UMAR SURU, SURtn , KB&I STATE,

522 12804 12804 OLADEJO, YUNUS DELE SW8/1950C 13 SUBUBDE STREET, LIBERTY ROAD 607 15934 15934 TAHIRU, JIDDA 18, YAKUBlW<HsCHI ROAD, BAUCHI,

523 21589 21666 OLADUNNI.BADMOS P.O BOX 716,, OTA 608 19797 19847 TANKO, KOFA BELLO PM  B, 2340KADUNA,

524 19245 19245 OLAJIDE, RASAQ P. O. BOX 23957, MAPO, IBADAN 609 16035 16035 THE PEN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL, PW MOSOUE KUBAT, P.O.BOX 8494

525 12908 12908 OLALERE.KOYUM C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, P. O. BOX 6492, MARINA 610 20017 20095 TIAMYU, ABDU-LATEEF G P.O BOX 38459,, MR SUMONU G. IBADAN

526 22414 22491 OLANREWAJU, GANIYU TAIWO UBA SEC.LTD., 97/105 BRAOD STREET 611 18523 18523 TUANI, RAZAQ OKANLAWON 21 RAMOTU STR., MAKOKO

527 20833 20910 OLAYINKA, MOHAMMED KAZEEM PMB 2058IBARA, ABEOKUTA 612 16118 16118 TUJANI, HUDA WARU P.O. BOX 84.

528 13172 13172 OMEIZA, MOHD-JIMOH P.O. BOX 4146, 613 22496 22573 TIJJANI, SULE C/O UBA SECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET

529 19244 19244 ONAH, OSAYIEDESHI P. O. BOX 223, KEFFI 614 16167 16167 TUJANI, ZUBARU P.O.BOX 1238, ABUJA CUTY

530 13230 13230 ONI, ABDULWAHAB B. 11, OLAWAYE STREET, AGO TAYLOR, ODOONA 615 16223 16223 TUKUR, HADIZA B. C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, P.O.BOX 6492

531 13233 13233 ONIFADE, HASSANAH P.O. BOX 1770, IKORODU 616 16258 16258 TURAKI, USMAN ALIYU C/O UBA SEC,, 97/105 BROAD STREET

532 13242 13242 ONIKOYI, HAKEEM 0. 10, OLADIPO SOYEBO CLOSE, OMOLE ESTATE 617 16321 16321 UMAR, ABDULLAHI C/O UBA SEC., 97/105 BROAD STREET

533 13251 13251 ONU, RAYMOND U. U.N.T.H. ACCOUNTS DEPARTMENT, 618 22527 22604 UMAR, ABUBAKAR 133C, BADUAWAQRTS, KANO

534 13324 13324 OSHOALA YAHYAOLORUNOSHEBI P.O.BOX 64 IKORODU LAGOS, 619 16485 16485 UMAR, ALIYU P.O. BOX 292

535 13361 13361 OTHMAN, FATIMA TALATU P.O.BOX 1224, KANO 620 16465 16465 UMAR, AMIN ABUBAKAR FED. POLY. NASARAWA

536 13538 13538 POPOOLA, AHMED B. BOX 73691, VICTORIA ISLAND 621 16548 16548 UMAR, B M D B P.O.BOX 9167, KADUNA

537 6852 6852 RAHEEM, OLA P.O.BOX 166, SAKI, 622 16443 16443 UMAR, BABA KABIR C/O SARKIN HAUSAWA PALACE, NYANYA

538 13687 13687 RAHEEM, AKEEM AYINDE CIVIL ENGR. DEPT., LAUTECH, OGBOMOSHO 623 22584 22661 UMAR, BELLO MOHD Y. C/O UBASEC. LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREET, LAGOS.

539 20069 20147 RAJI.AO P.O.BOX 7083, SEC
624 16584 16584 UMAR, BUN KHATTAB ISLAMIC CENTRE M BKMLRIH H3MJMVAJB NM W M fflM  BTAIEN

540 13760 13760 RAJI.ABDULWAHEEDBAYO PO.BOX 20215, U.l, IBADAN
625 18407 18407 UMAR, DANAGAJISHAAIBU C/O U8ASEC,, P.O BOC 6492, MARINA.
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SADISU, MARYAM 

SADISU, MUHAMMAD
t

SA'ID, MUSTAPHA

35 KEKEREOWO STREET, ILASAMAJA 

C/O UBA SEC,, P.O BOX 6492.

P.O.BOX 5804 MARINA LAGOS,

P.O. BOX 2845,

P.O. BOX 10711, KANO 

ISANYAWA NEW STATION. KANO 

C/O YM SADA, FBN PLC, NIGER HOUSE UNIT, 

C/O UBA SECURITIES, BROAD STREET 
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UMAR, FUTUKMOH'D SANI 

UMAR. KABIR BEN 

UMAR.M.D.B.

UMAR, MOH. GONI 

UMAR, MUHD SANI 

UMAR, RAKIYA 8ASHARI 

UMAR SUMAtLAUBA 

USMAN, ABBA G 

USMAN ABDULLAH RABIAT 

USMAN, -.RDURAHMAN 

USMAN. BABA GANA 

USMAN, BUBAASMAULADI 

USMAN, SBUAIB

C/O UBA SEC., 97/105 BROAD STREET 

P.O.BOX 11928, KANO 

BOX9167. KADUNA
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■BOX 11, SAHCOL
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553 14136 14136 SAIDU.GANI BALARABE P.O BOX 446,
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B usiness Trust
‘Good insurance 

companies “II 
market their 

shares’
P rom  A b d u lw a h a b  Isa , 

B u s in e ss  Correspondent.
Lagos

Insurance operators have 
expressed confidence in 
th e  a b i l i ty  o f  v ia b le  

com panies in the sector to 
h av e  th e ir  sh a re s  fu lly - 
su b sc rib ed  in the c u rre n t 

: recapitalization exercise.
C a n v a s s in g  th is  v iew  

while speaking with Business 
T rust in L ag o s , R ash eed  
B olarinw a the head, brand 
m anagem ent o f  Cornerstone 
In su ra n c e  C o m p an y  sa id  

igood branding will be used! 
by investors as yardstick.

A c c o rd in g  to  h im  
in su ran ce  firm s tha t have 
good brand need not harbour 
any fear. Tasked to com m ent I 
on the seeming public apathy 
tow ards insurance stocks, he 
said:” it may not be true. Now 
th a t N ig e r ia n s  a re  
a p p re c ia tin g  th e  re fo rm  
efforts, people buy shares for 
different reasons.

“ If  som eone has money 
and w ants to buy shares, no 
trick on him will dissuade him 

I on the premise that insurance 
s to c k s  a re  n o t a lw a y s  
attractive.”

“ N ow  th a t m a n d a to ry !  
percentage o f  local content | 
is granted, if  you invest in 
com pany that has brand, it 
will be a wise investm ent The 
in s u ra n c e  s to c k  w ill 
appreciate because *after the 
reform , all players will play 
big.”

T h e y  w ill u n d e rw ri te  
sp e c ia l r isk s  w ith  h ig h e r  
re tu rn s . In p o s t c o n s o l i ­
dation , insurance w ill play 
big”, Rasheed said.

C o rn e rs to n e  in su ran ce  
Pic, he said will acquire some 
in s u ra n c e  f irm s  bu t 
cautioned that the com pany 
w ill c o n d u c t p ro p e r  due 
diligence on such firm s to 
ascertain areas o f  synergy.

According to him the firm 
was under public pressure to 
ro ll o u t it sh a re s  fo r  
su b sc rip tio n  n o tin g ” tha t 
people are eager to buy our 
sh a re s . I n s t i tu t io n a l  
investors are w aiting form. 
W hen you are a good brand, 
n o n - re le a s e  o f  d e ta ile d  
palliative guide line will n -'rer 
be a hindrance. During 
consolidation exercise o f  the 
banking sector, before CBN 
released detailed guideline, 
the likes o f  U BA /STB had 
a lre a d y  c o m p le te d  th e ir  
irrigation.

T h e  in s u ra n c e  s e c to r  
should not be an exception,” 
he further said.

H e a d v ise d  in su ra n c e  
firm s to  forge ahead  w ith 
m erger and acquisition talks 

:w h ile  a w a itin g  d e ta ile d  
! palliative guidelines from the 
National Insurance Com m is­
sion (NAICOM ).

ICPC returns N75m to 
national treasury
ICPC says it has return N75 

m illion as unspent 2005 
budgetary  a lloca tion  to 

the  n a tio n a l tre a su ry . 
Chairman o f  the commission. 
J u s t ic e  E m m a n u e l A yola 
d is c lo s e d  th is  w h ile  
defending the com m ission 's 
budgetary allocation for 2006 
b e fo re  th e  H o u se  o f  
R epresen tatives com m ittee 
on anti-corruption in Abuja.

Ayola said that the money 
w as earlier earm arked  and 
released to the com m ission 
for the paym ent o f  salaries o f  
170 s ta f f  the co m m issio n  
recruited in 2005.

“ Knowing that we were 
going to recruit 170 staff, we 
m ade p ro v is io n  fo r  th e ir  
salaries in 2005 budget. But 
because o f  our disagreem ent 
w ith the Federal C haracter 
Com mission, the recruitment 
could not be done in January 
as p lanned but in O ctober 
2005,” he explained.

The money, he said, was 
saved as it was released by 
in s ta lm e n t b e fo re  it w as 
returned to the treasury. On 
th e  2 0 0 6  b u d g e ta ry
allocation, Ayola said that 
the N1 billion allocated to 
IC P C  w as in a d e q u a te
com pared with the mandate

o f  the commission. Out o f  the 
N1 billion, the sum o f N370 
m illion w as earm arked for 
personnel cost, N414 million 
for overhead cost and N215 
million as capital expenditure.

In her remarks, the deputy 
chairm an o f  the com m ittee, 
Ms Binta Koji. charged the

commission to prioritise their 
bu d g etary  dem and  in line 
with the approved ceiling by 
the budget office.

K oji q u erie d  the N 2.5  
m illio n  a l lo c a te d  fo r  the 
installation o f  DSTV cable 
satellite in the com m ission’s 
zo n a l o f f ic e s , sa y in g  the 
m o n ey  sh o u ld  have been  
earmarked for more important 
projects.

The National Union o f  
Banks, Insurance and 
Financial Institutions 
Em ployees (N U B IFIE) has 

urged managements o f  the 25 
mega banks in the country to 
allow their workers to join the 
Union. M r Lawal A hobi, the 
President o f  NUBIFIE, made 
the appeal in an interview  
w ith  the N ew s A gency  o f  
Nigeria (NAN) in Lagos.

"T he cha llenges facing 
the Union presently are the 
stability o f  the consolidated 
b a n k s  an d  th e  is su e  o f

1C A S  P residen t, O tunba A b d u la tee f O w oyem i (m ddile), being decora ted  by  M rs lb ro n k e  O siyem i 
a n d  B asirun J. K. R andle a t the in vesture as IC A N 's 4 1 st p resid en t in Lagos.

BPE urges estate valuers to improve
‘T ' V  irector General o f  the 

■ B u rea u  o f  P u b lic  
J L ^ ^ E n t e r p r i s e s  (B P E ), 
Ire n e  C h ig b u e  h as u rg ed  
estate surveyors and valuers 
to deepen the ir know ledge 
base.

D elivering a paper at the 
12th J. W. E k p e n y o n g  
M emorial Lecture in Abuja, 
Chigbue said that they “must 
deepen the ir know ledge if  
they want to rem ain relevant 
in the privatisation process 
o f  the econom y.”

In the  p a p e r  e n t i t le d  
“ L i b e r a l i s a t i o n ,  
C o n c e s s io n in g  and
P r iv a tis a t io n  in a 
C o n te m p o ra ry  N ig e r ia n  
Economy: The role o f  Estate 
S u rv e y o rs ,” C h igbue  also  
asked them  to im prove on 
their technical and managerial 
-kill “ Beea ise as valuers

Iren e Chigbue, D G  BPE

and estate surveyors, you are 
the first to  be contacted  in 
th e  p ro c e s s  o f  s a le s  o f  
governm ent properties and 
structures.. So you must be 
able to have innovation and 
new skills on estate valuation 
and m anagem ent to improve 
efficiency,” she said.

Represented by a director 
in the bureau, Mr Charles Ibe, 
C higbue said that the BPE 
was com m itted to w orking 
w ith  th em  in the  h o n es t, 
tim e ly  an d  tr a n s p a re n t  
im plem entation  o f  the on ­
g o in g  p u b lic  e n te rp r is e  
reform programme.

A lso  s p e a k in g , th e  
chairm an  o f  the H ouse o f  
R epresen tatives com m ittee 
on H o u s in g  an d  U rb a n  
D e v e lo p m e n t, M r O s ita  
Izunaso, cha llenged  estate 
surveyors to re-define their 
role.

A cc o rd in g  to h im  th is  
w as necessary  for them  to 
com plim en t g o v e rn m e n t’s 
privatisation programme. He 
further challenged them to be 
com mitted and transparent in 
a d v is in g  g o v e rn m e n t and 
investors, w ho are the key 
p la y e rs  in th e  e c o n o m ic  
reforms.

“You must do som ething 
about your colleagues who 
cut corners and connive with 
some governm ent officials to

inflate p rices o f  properties 
thereby m aking governm ent 
lose m illions o f  n a ira ,” he 
said. He said it w as no longer 
b u s in e s s  as u su a l an d  
professionals must rise up to 
th e  o c c a s io n  o f  n a tio n  
building or be shown the way 
out.

President o f  the Nigeria 
Institute o f  Estate Surveyors 
and Valuers (NIESV) C h ief 
C harles A deb iy i, said  that 
th is  y e a r ’s le c tu re  w as

o rg a n is e d  to  h o n o u r  th e  
institute’s first President, J.W. 
Ekpenyong. Ekpenyong was 
also the first N igerian estate 
surveyor.

T h is  y e a r ’s h o n o ra ry  
aw ards w ere con fe rred  on 
form er Vice President Alex 
Ekwueme, fonner Lagos State 
g o v e rn o r , A lh a ji L a te e f  
Jakande and the chairm an 
b o ard  o f  d ire c to rs  o f  the 
F M B N , P ro f. A k in  
M abogunje.

NUBIFIE 
tasks banks 
on unionism

unfettered em ployees 
to belong to the Unioi 
said.

He said the appe 
becom e necessary  be 
the ongoing reform s 
nation’s banking sect 
im pacted negatively 
m em bership strength

A h o b i ex p resses  
hope that the situation 
improve if  w orkers in 
banks were allowed to < 
union.

"We believe that ti 
o f  e m p lo y e e s  to 
exercise the ir funda 
r ig h ts  o f  f r e e d o r  
association as enshru 11 

the 1999 constitution 
Federal Republic o f  N 
sacrosanct,” he adde<

He e x p la in e d  
NUBIFIE had at the b- 
o f  the banking conso 
exercise envisaged th 
o f  its m em bers w ou i r>c 
a f fe c te d  an d  ex p r 1 
h ap p in ess  th a t the 
w as  a b le  to  a s s is t  th 
affected.

“ T ru e  to  o u r tr*  e- 
h o n o u re d  tra d i t io n  of 
c o llec tiv e  b a rg a in in . J 
regard for negotiatec 
argreement, the Unior t 
difficulties in negotiating he 
benefits  o f  worker* 
unionised banks,” he adoed. 
A h o b i a lso  a sk e d  
m anagem ents o f  insurance 
com panies to alw ays c. 
the Union and w orker- ij> 
in th e ir  re -c a p ita li> a  on 
plans.

Insurance com pum e' m 
th e  c o u n try  h a v e  up  n i l  
Decem ber to  recapitalise «o 
the tune o f  N20 billion

“ T h e  ju s t  c o n c lu d e d  
consolidation ex e rc i'e  ir :he 
banks has actually exposed 
to  all stakeho lder^  in  he 
f in a n c e  in d u stry , he j h -  

ex p ec ted  afte rm ath  o f  re­
c a p i ta l is a t io n  and  ts 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o~ k 
security,” he said.

Customs target N197bn in 2006
The N igerian Custom s 

Service (NCS) has set 
a target to generate a 

total o fN 197billion  in 2006, 
Com ptroller General o f  the 
service, Jacob Gyang Buba 
has said.

Speaking during a press 
luncheon to mark this y ea r’s 
International Customs Day in 
A b u ja  y e s te rd a y , th e  
C u s to m s  b o ss  w ho  w as 
represented at the occasion 
by  A ss is ta n t C o m p tro lle r  
G e n e ra l (A C G ) B a rito r  
K p ag ih  sa id  th e  f ig u re  
represen ts a shortfall from 
what w as generated last year 
by the Service.

He said the adoption o f  
the Com m on External Tariff 
(CET) regime by all ECOWAS 
countries had brought down 
the rates o f  custom s duties, 

^stressing  th a t th is  w o u ld

By A n as  A. G a la d im a ,
Business Reporter

unavoidably lead to a drop 
in Custom s revenue in2006.

The im plem enta tion  o f  
CET began in West African 
c o u n tr ie s  in  th e  se co n d  
quarter o f  2005 as a way o f 
u n ify in g  ta r i f f s  so as to  
d is c o u ra g e  sm u g g lin g  
a c tiv itie s  w ith in  the sub- 
region.

The CG explained that the 
service was w orking hard to 
e n s u re  th a t sm u g g lin g  
activities are minimised in the 
nations boarders, po in ting  
out that a lot o f  seizures o f  
contraband goods have been 
made in recent times.

Business Trust gathered 
that three trucks loaded with 
prohibited goods were seized 
in Abuja recently, while the 
service is still investigating

the matter.
The CG observed " 

D e s tin a tio n  In s~ . 
regime which took e fv  
January 1,2006 wou Id 
a “reduction in time . 
the clearing o f  gooc 
hitherto had to w ar 
arrival o fC R Is”

Jacob B. Gyang, CG
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Analysis

Irene Chigbue, B PE boss
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A tiku  Abubakar, I \C P  Chairm an

:

■ ;

Is NITEL sale finally on course?
By A n as A. G a la d im a ,

Business ReporterThe second attem pt by 
the Bureau o f  Public 
Enterprises (B PE) to 

I sell N igerian Telecom m un­
ications Limited (NITEL) has 
g e n e ra te d  h u g e  p u b lic  
d e b a te s . A s it is to  be 
expected, some Nigerians are 
blaming the National Council 

I on Privatisation (NCP) and its 
im plem entation agency, the 
BPE, for the failure o f  this 
renewed bid to privatize the 
co m p an y . B u t th e  B PE  
D irector G eneral, Mrs. Irene 
Chigbue, at a press briefing 
she addressed  on M onday, 

j h as  d ism is se d  such  
insinuations. A ccord ing  to 
her, “the BPE followed laid 
d o w n  p ro c e d u re s  in 
u n d e r ta k in g  the  N IT E L  
tra n sa c tio n . A s su ch , th e  
p ro c e s s  w as o p e n , 
t r a n s p a re n t  an d
com petitive” .

It w ou ld  be recall that 
follow ing advertisem ent and 
receipt o f  22 Expressions o f  
I n te re s t  (E O Is )  fro m  
prospective core investors, 
th e  B u re a u  is s u e d  p re -  
q u a l i f ic a t io n  p ro c e d u re s  
le t te r  an d  p re lim in a ry  
in fo rm atio n  on N IT E L  to 
enable them  form ally apply 
fo r p re -q u a lif ic a tio n . Ten 
p ro s p e c tiv e  in v e s to rs  
applied accordingly.

T h e  p re - q u a l i f ic a t io n  
a p p l ic a t io n s  w ere  th e n  
eva lua ted . The S ecre taria t 
and its privatisation advisors 
B N P P aribas d ev e lo p ed  a 
quan tita tive  benchm ark ing  
system  that used financial, 
c o rp o ra te  an d  te le c o m - 
re la ted  c rite ria  to iden tify  

! s u ita b le  f irm s  fo r  p re -  
; qualification.

T h e  a d v is e rs  an d  th e  
: secretariat w ere said to have

o f  the applications to the pre- 
q u a l if ic a t io n  c r i te r ia .  
Subsequently, six firms were 
short-listed  for the bidding 
stage. They include: MTN 
G ro u p  L td ; N ew te l 
International Ltd; Telkom SA 
L td ; O ra sc o m  T e leco m  
Holding; Celtel international 
BV; and Jazuc Group/Huawei 
Technologies.

T h e  s ix  f irm s  w ere  
granted access to data room 
for due diligence, site visits 
o f  N IT E L  f a c i l i t ie s  and 
m anagem ent presentations. 
The physical due diligence 
lasted six weeks while virtual 
d a ta  room  w as open  from  
A u g u s t 2005  u n til  the  
subm ission o f  bids.

A fter the due diligence 
e x e rc is e , the  p ro sp e c tiv e  
in v e s to rs  w ere  g iv e n  six  
w eeks to prepare and submit 
technical and financial bids. 
B y th e  d e a d lin e  fo r  the  
subm ission o f  technical and 
financial bids, only Orascom 
and Newtel subm itted bids. 
B ased  on  th e ir  te c h n ic a l 
c o m p e te n c e , f in a n c ia l 
capability and business plan, 
the tw o firm s were qualified 
for the financial bids opening.

The four other firms that 
w ithdrew, did so for various 
rea so n s . The M TN  group  
w ith d re w  b e c a u s e  the  
N igerian  C om m unications 
Com m ission (NCC) gave an 
indication that it w ould not 
grant another licence to an 
already existing operator in 
the industry unless the said 
operator was ready to forfeit 
its form er licence. The MTN 
considering its m arket share 
in the industry, felt it could 
not afford to relinau ish  its

T he V o d akom /T elkom  
consortium  w as also alleged 
to  have w ith d raw n  p artly  
b e c a u s e  V o d ak o m  w as 
bidding for a m ajority stake 
in V-mobile. As a result o f  
N C C ’s policy o f  “no double 
licences” for any operator, 
Vodakom/Telkom w ithdrew  
its bid. The controversy over 
the SAT 3 cable, w hether it 
was to be sold or not to be 
sold along w ith N ITEL was 
a lso  re p o r te d  to  h av e  
contributed to its withdrawal.

Following the withdrawal 
o f  these two com panies, four 
com panies w ere left namely, 
O ra sco m , N e w te l, C e lte l 
In te rn a t io n a l  BV and  
H uawei/Jazuc technologies.

But at the expiration o f  
deadline for the subm ission 
o f  f inanc ia l and  techn ica l 
bids on D ecem ber 16, 2005 
only O rascom  and N ew tel 
subm itted bids. This meant 
that H uawei/Jazuc and Celtel 
autom atically  pulled out o f  
the race. There were reports 
in the dailies that the tw o 
groups allegedly pulled out 
due to the controversy over 
the SAT 3 Cable.

T h e  SAT 3 c a b le  
g e n e ra te d  a lo t o f  
controversy  during the last 
th re e  m o n th s  b e fo re  the

financial bids o f  NITEL were 
open. The BPE advocated  
fo r  th e  sa le  o f  N IT E L  
together with the cable while 
th e  m in is try  o f  
com m unications wanted the 
cable not to be sold along 
with NITEL. In the end, after 
presenting a logical argument 
to the federal governm ent. 
P re s id e n t O lu se g u n  
O basanjo w as said to have 
agreed with the BPE that the 
ca b le  be so ld  a lo n g  w ith  
N IT E L  so  th a t  th e  
privatization exercise would 
be com plete.

But with the withdrawal 
o f  th e  b id s  by  th e  fo u r  
companies, there w as no way 
the BPE could force them to 
return into the race. A staff 
o f  th e  B PE  w ho p le a d e d  
a n o n y m ity  to ld  B u sin e ss  
Trust “ th a t you  see these  
co m p an ie s  ju s t  w ith d rew  
from the race. M ost o f  them 
d id  not even  g ive  us any 
notice. A nd you know  we 
w ork by the laid down rules. 
The deadline for subm ission 
o f  bids w as over and only 
tw o  firm  su b m itte d  b id s . 
There was nothing we could 

• do .”
“Even if  the deadline was 

n o t o v e r  th e n ” , he 
continued, “the BPE cannot

force anybody to com e and 
buy NITEL. The best we can 
do  is to  a d v e r t is e  the  
co m p an y  by m a rk e tin g  it 
w hich we did and w ere later 
able to pre-qualify interested 
bidders only for four out o f  
the six pre-qualified firm s to 
later withdraw.”

“Even at the opening o f  
financial bids in the last week 
o f  December, you were there 
when bidders were asked to 
go and review their bids after 
the  l sl round . B ut N ew tel 
refused to subm it bids in the 
second round leaving only 
Orascom to bid for NITEL. A 
c o m b in a tio n  o f  a il th e se  
reasons is responsible for the 
low price that was offered for 
the company. This is because 
a t th e  la s t s ta g e , a ll the  
com petitors had left for one 
reason or the other.”

However, speaking during 
a p re ss  c o n fe re n c e  on 
M o n d a y  in A b u ja , M rs. 
C h igbue revea led  tha t the 
e n t ire  p ro c e s s  w o u ld  be 
rev is ited  to  allow  in m ore 
c o m p e ti to rs  so th a t th e  
g o v e rn m e n t w o u ld  g e t a 
better offer.

“ T h e  g o v e rn m e n t has 
decided to revisit the entire 
transaction  process Due to 
the limited com petition at the

close o f  the presentation 
a re  w o rk in g  w ith  
a d v ise rs  B N P  P a rib a  
introduce further compet 
in  o rd e r  to  h a v e  a mi 
robust financial bid exerc - 
she said.

C o n s id e r in g  itu
circum stances su rro u n d  
the low  bid p rice o f  S2 
million offered by Orasc, 
a n a ly s ts  b e liev e  tha t 
decision  rem ains the m 
logical one to be m ad. 
order to get a good offei 
the nation’s national carr „

“The decision by the Bf i 
to allow other competito- 
participate is the only 
fo rw ard ,” a sen ior staf* 
N IT E L  w h o  p lea.: 
an o n y m ity , to ld  B usir  
Trust.

A lready, som e Nige 
investors like Transnati 
c o rp o ra tio n  an d  b u s ir   ̂ • 
M o g u l B a r r is te r  J i n  
Ibrahim have been repo 
to have indicated intere- 
b uy ing  N IT E L  by m a t; . 
better offers should the - 
process be reviewed.

B usiness Trust repo ' 
on  T u e sd a y  th a t Jim  
Ibrahim had confirm ed 
his company V.G.C comrr 
c a tio n s  is c u r re n tly  
partnership talks w ith Br r 
Telecom and Erikson with 
objective o f  team ing u;1 
acquire NITEL.

With the renewed inti, 
in NITEL both from Niger 
and foreign investors, t l 
are growing signals tha- 
reintroduction o f  compet: 
by  the  B PE  in th e  
p rocess, w ou ld  eventu  
pay off. This w ould en 
the governm ent to get a l 
o ffe r fo r the firm  th e r.

“Even at the opening o f  financial bids in the last week 
o f  December; you were there when bidders were asked 
to go and review their bids after the 1st round. But 
Newtel refused to submit bids in the second round  
leaving only Orascom to bid fo r  NITEL. A combination 
o f  all these reasons is responsible fo r  the low price that 
was offered fo r  the company. This is because at the 
last stage, ail the competitors had left for one reason
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f  Brazil’s 186 million in­
h a b i ta n ts ,  an e s t i ­
mated nine million, or 

‘ve percent, can point to roots 
i the Middle East. Brazil has 
*iorc citizens o f  Syrian origin 
han Damascus, and more in- 
abitants o f  Lebanese origin 
ton all o f Lebanon. O f the nine 
pillion, some 1.5 million are 
Muslims; the m ajority are Or- 
h o d o x  C h r is t ia n s  and 
'a ro n ite s . Yet none rea lly  
lands out as a distinct ethnie 

n in o rity  in this Portuguese- 
, .caking nation o f  sun, sand, 
occer and samba.

"A s Arabs, we have been 
'ible to integrate very easily into 
Brazilian society,” says busi­
nessman Faisel Saleh, a third- 

. -oration Lebanese Muslim, 
hose heritage also includes 
.'rtuguese  and P olish  e le - : 
en ts . “ We are  a very  

Hardworking community. Arab 
:cople came here because o f 

are and instability in their own 
countries o f origin, but— like all 
thnic groups in Brazil-we try 

jo maintain our culture, espe­
cially our social customs and 
uisine.”

Saleh was bom  and raised 
n Foz do Igua<;u, which is fa- 

ous as the gateway to Iguazu 
alls, one o f  South Am erica’s 
iggest tourist attractions. It 
Iso has one o f  B razil’s largest 
rab populations.

Saleh  com m utes several 
imes a week across the Ponte 
ntemacional de Amizade-the 
n te rn a tio n a l F rie n d sh ip  
ndge-to Ciudad del Este, Para­

guay. There, he runs an elec- 
ronics shop just down the 
treet from La Petisquera, a 

ty-free shop owned by an- 
r Brazilian-Lebanese busi- 

essman, Mohamad Said 
Alex” Mannah.

Unlike Saleh, Mannah was 
in Lebanon, in the Beka'a 

ley village of Ba’aloul. He 
his brother came to Brazil 

1970,- first settling in the 
outhern state o f Santa 
" atari na.

D a ily '  T r u s t , Frida\. .

The Arabs
“I resettled in Foz do Iguagu 

because my aunts and uncles 
were already living there,” says 
Mannah. who today owns three 
retail stores in the tri-border 
area where Brazil. Paraguay and 
Argentina meet. “There is no 
discrim ination against Arabs. 
In Brazil, discrim ination is a 
crime, but in any case we have 
never felt like foreigners. The 
young people, those under 30 
or 40, don’t even speak Arabic.”

T h a t’s ironic considering 
that som e 100 Arabic w ords 
have found their way into Por­
tuguese— arroz (rice), alface 
(lettuce) and a^ucar (sugar) are 
examples. Yet Mannah is right: 
A cc o rd in g  to  M am cde 
Jarouche, Professor o f  Arabic 
and head o f  the University o f 
Sao Paulo’s Department o f  Ori­
ental Studies, only 50 or so stu­
dents at the university— one o f 
Brazil’s largest— are majoring in 
A rab ic stud ies, and o f  that 
group, only a handful are o f  
Arab origin.

T h is  sc a rc ity  o f  A rab ic  
speakers came to light in May 
when President Luiz Inacio Lula 
da S ilva hosted  an u n p rec­
ed en ted  su m m it am ong  12 
South American countries, the 
22 m em ber states of the Arab 
League and 1250 e n tre p re ­
neurs—and found that Brazil 
could produce only three na­
tive-born interpreters. To meet 
the need, 22 more were flown in 
from Egypt.

The Syrian-Lebanese Hos­
pital (Hospital SirioLibanes) in 
Sao Paulo, is one of the leading 
legacies of the Arabs of Brazil. 
Founded by women from the 
Syrian- Lebanese community, 
its original building was con­
structed in 1940, but three years

later it was requisitioned by the 
government to house military 
cadets. In 1959, it was returned 
to the founders. It was not un­
til 1965 that it was officially in­
augurated. It then grew to be­
come one o f  the most capable 
and re sp e c te d  h o sp ita ls  in 
Latin America, and in 1992 ex­
panded to become one o f  the 
largest in Brazil. Since then it 
has becom e a technological 
leader as well, carrying out the 
first telesurgery in the south­
ern hemisphere in 1999 and, in 
2004, launching an interdiscipli- 

. nary program  for preventive 
m edicine. Today it em ploys 
some 2500 professionals in 60 
specialties, and can carry out 
some 50 surgeries daily.

A ccord ing  to h isto rians, 
the first Muslims in Brazil were 
not A rabs but W est A frican 
slaves brought by the Portu­
guese, who began colonizing 
Brazil in the early 1500’s. Arabs 
from what are today the coun­
trie s  o f  S yria and Lebanon 
didn’t begin arriving until about 
1880, at the height o f  the A m a­
zon rubber boom that figures 
so prom inently  in H atoum ’s 
novels.

Settling first in Manaus, 
Belem and other Amazon port 
cities, the Arab immigrants also 
worked as itinerant peddlers, 
hawking their wares from door 
to door, much as they did in 
Chile, Honduras, the United 
States and elsewhere in the 
Americas. In 1897, the first Ara- 
bic-language newspapers ap­
peared in S&o Paulo; the same 
year, an Arab charitable organi­
zation known as the Sociedade 
Maronita de Beneficiencia was 
established.

By the early 1900’s, many
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The Syrian-Lebanese Hospital <Hospital SirioLibanes) in Sao Paulo is one o f  the leading legacies o f  the Arab* f t  

from  the Syrian- Lebanese community.

Arab immigrants were settling rural areas o f  Syria and Leba-
in Brazil’s southern provinces, 
especially in Rio de Janeiro, 
Minas Gerais and S3o Paulo. 
The latter city grew to become 
home to some 38 percent of 
them by 1920, and by 1940 the 
proportion was up to nearly 50 
percent.

Many of these immigrants 
settled in S5o Paulo’s Rua 25 
de Mar?o district, where they 
typically set up small textile and 
dry-goods shops. The most 
successful e n tre p re n e u rs  
among them eventually moved 
out to the better neighborhoods 
o f  Vila M ariana and Avenida 
Paulista.

Like other immigrant groups 
arriving around the same time, 
the Arabs made every effort to 
send their children to the best 
B razilian  schoo ls, and they 
went on to become some o f  the 
country’s top doctors, lawyers, 
business leaders and p o liti­
cians.

This accounts for the coun­
try’s most important Arab insti­
tu tio n : the A ra b -B ra z ilia n  
Chamber o f  Commerce (CCAB 
is the acronym in Portuguese), 
headquartered on the 17th and 
18th floors o f  a skyscraper 
along Avenida Paulista, in the 
heart o f  Sao Paulo’s financial
H i c t r i r t

non. They were not educated, 
but they worked very hard and 
were very good salesmen,” 
says Paulo Atallah, a civil engi­
neer and former president of the 
CCAB. “Their dream was that 
their children would be doctors, 
lawyers or engineers."

The CCAB, founded in 
1952, today has 3000 members, 
representing companies in 
agribusiness, banking, manu­
facturing, petroleum, retail 
sales, textiles, tourism and tel­
ecommunications. It runs a bi­

lingual news agency, Agenc 
de Noticias B rasil-A rabe. 
which it created “to fill the com­
munications gap between Bra­
zil and the 22 Arab countries 
that are represented by the 
chamber."

Like the 47-year-old Attl lah 
many other first-, second- and 
third-generation Brazilian Ar­
abs have become promiier- 
economic and political leaders 
These include Silvio Santo> 
owner of SBT, Brazil’s secon 
largest television network 
Abilio Diniz, CEO of the Pa> ■

According to historians, the first Muslims 
Arabs but West African slaves brought by the 
began colonizing Brazil in the early 1500’s, 
are today the countries o f  Syria and Leba 
arriving until about 1880, at the height of th 
boom that figures so prominently in Hatou 
tling first in Manaus, Belem and other A m 
the Arab immigrants also worked as itinerant 
ing their wares from door to door, much as t 
Honduras, the United States and elsew here 
In 1897, the first Arabic-language newspap 
Sao Paulo; the same year, an Arab chant a, 
known as the Sociedade Maronita de Bene 
tablished. By the early 1900’s, many Arab i 
settling in Brazil *s southern provinces, espe 
Janeiro, Minas Gerais and Sao Paulo. Thi I 
become home to some 38 percent of hem
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and was founded by women

ar supermarket chain; 
Antonio Skaf, president 
S5o Paulo State Federa- 
f  Industries, and Faisal 
oud, founder o f the 
goods conglomerate 

Monalisa. Hammoud, 59, 
S4o Paulo in 1968 and, 

four years, had estab- 
Grupo Monalisa’s first 

and earned enough to 
for his five brothers. It 
t long before the eom- 

ned its first centralized 
ution office and estab- 
Honu Deco, an in-house

Brazil were not 
ortuguese, who 
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’v novels. Set- 
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1920, and by 

nt.

com pany for m anufacturing  
showroom furniture.

In the early  1990’s, the 
H am m oud b ro thers inaugu­
rated an overseas office in Mi­
am i, and  la u n ch e d  the 
Aphrodite Boutique chain o f 
luxury retail shops, o f  which 
there are now eight in three 
S ou th  A m erican  co u n tries . 
Hammoud has been among the 
leading financiers o f  the p o st-  
civil war rebuilding o f  Beirut.

"For those people who came 
to Brazil during Lebanon’s civil 
war, it was much more difficult 
to integrate. The war not only 
destroyed property, but peo­
p le’s minds as well,” he says. 
“But people who came a gen­
eration or two ago, or at the 
beginning o f  the century, are 
totally integrated. We don’t feel 
any difference betw een our­
selves and other Brazilians.”

In 1997, th e n -P re s id e n t 
Fernando H enrique C ardoso 
awarded Hammoud one o f  Bra­
zil’s highest honors, the Order 
o f  Rio Branco, for his involve­
ment in negotiations leading to 
the founding o f  the Montevi- 
deo-based southern com m on 
market, Mercosur, o f which Bra­
zil is a founding member.

Asked how he became so 
successful, Hammoud replies 
matter-of-factly, “Because I am 
hardworking and honest. 
When I’m alone in a room with 
the door closed, I can look in 
the mirror and be happy."

Other Brazilians with roots 
in Lebanon have risen in poli­
tics, including Ibrahim Abi- 
Ackel, who served as justice 
minister under President JoSo 
Figuereido, and OsmarChohfi, 
Brazil’s former deputy minister 
o f  foreign affairs. (The list also 
includes Paulo Salim  Maluf, 
former mayor o f  Sao Paulo and 
governor o f  Sao Paulo state, 
who is currently in prison on 
charges o f  embezzlement.)

One highly visible, nation­
wide company with no real Arab 
connections, althbugh m any 
Brazilians mistakenly think oth­
erwise, is the popular fast- food 
restaurant chain Habib’s, which 
serves Arab-style esfihas and 
o ther trad itional cu isine , at 
more than 260 franchises across 
Brazil.

An outdoor m arket runs 
through the heart o f  downtown 
Rio de Janeiro’s Sahara district, 
settled by Arab immigrants.

To be sure, the Arabs were 
hardly the only immigrants to 
discover Brazil. Millions o f Por­
tuguese , G grm ans, Italians. 
Spaniards rand Japanese also

20th centuries. Today, m ore 
Japanese live in Sao Paulo than 
in any other non-Japanese city 
in the world.

Yet un like the Japanese- 
d o m in a te d  Sao P au lo  
neighborhood o f  L iberdade, 
with Japanese shops and res­
ta u ra n ts  and  Ja p an e se -lan -  
guage street signs, the elosest 
th in g  to  an “ A rab  
neighborhood” is the lively 
Sahara district o f  Rio de Janeiro, 
which is home to many Arab- 
owned shops, groceries and a 
famous open-air market.

Rio is also home to Brazil’s 
a m b a ssa d o r  to  th e  U n ited  
States, Roberto Pinto Ferreira 
A bdenur, w hose father w as 
from  the L ebanese tow n o f  
Hamdun. (His m other’s family 
came from Portugal.) He grew 
up in the days when the spec­
tacular beachfront city was still 
Brazil’s capital, and at 21 he 
joined the foreign service, be­
ginning a string o f  overseas 
assignm en ts, w hich has in ­
cluded ambassadorial posts to 
Ecuador, China, Germany and 
A ustria, before he presented 
his credentials in Washington 
in April 2004.

“I am a career diplomat with 
no political affilia tion ,” 
Abdenur says, “Our foreign 
ministry was never politicized, 
even during the military dicta­
torship. I am not a member of 
any political party and never 
will be”

Nevertheless, Abdenur, 64, 
makes no secret of his admira­
tion for the policies of President 
Lula. Though elected in 2002 on 
a platform of protectionism, 
worker rights and anti-globali­
zation, Lula has since focused 
more on boosting Brazil’s ex­
port-driven economy.

“Brazil is deeply committed 
to opening its borders and be­
coming more engaged in world 
tra d e ,” says A bdenur. “ A l­
though Brazil is one o f  the 10 
biggest economies in the world, 
we have only one percent o f 
world exports, which is ridicu­
lously low.”

To that end, in December 
2003 Lula toured Syria, Leba­
non, the United Arab Emirates, 
Egypt and Libya, becoming the 
first Brazilian head o f  state to 
v isit the M iddle East, since 
emperor Dom Pedro II traveled 
the region in the 1870’s.

That trip led to this year's 
u n p re c e d e n te d  su m m it in 
Brasilia, co-hosted by Lula and 
Algerian president, Abdelaziz 
Boutetlika. Never before had so 
manv Arab nnrl f a tin Amprl^dn

room, all aiming to strengthen 
an interregional political and 
economic bond that many say 
has been long overdue for at­
tention.

The sum m it proved good 
fo r b u s in ess: O ver the 12- 
m onth period ending in A u­
gust, Brazilian exports to the 22 
m em ber sta te s  o f  the A rab 
League climbed by 25 percent 
to $4.7 b illion , and im ports 
jum ped 49 percent to almost 
$5.2 billion. This translates into 
annualized regional trade o f  
nearly $10 billion.

“For years, we have talked 
o f  the potential o f  the Arab 
market, and it is satisfying to 
see that the numbers show this 
reality,” says the current presi­
dent o f  the C C A B , A ntonio 
Sarkis, Jr.

Yet retailer Faisal Hammoud 
says great challenges lie ahead 
for Brazil. “ It’s not easy, be­
cause the Arab world has a lot 
o f  money to spend, and coun­
tries much more com petitive 
than Brazil are also aiming for 
this market,” says the entrepre­
neur. “They want the best, and 
Brazil cannot compete in qual­
ity. But for cheaper goods, Bra­
zil can compete, even against 
China.”

At present, Brazilian com­
panies that have invested in the 
Middle East range from state oil 
giant Petrobras, which recently

All outdoor market runs through the heart o f  downtown Rio de Janein 
Sahara district, settled by Arab immigrants.

chises in Dubai and Bahrain !petroleum in Libya, to furniture 
m anufacturer A m ericanflex , 
based in Ribeirao Preto, which 
has opened  a show room  in 
Shaijah in the United Arab Emir­
a tes . P o u ltry  g ia n t D oux 
F ra n g o su l, b ased  in P o rto  
Alegre, ships 40 percent o f  its 
monthly chicken exports to the 
Arab world, about 15,000 tons, 
Rio de Janeiro-based jewelry 
retailer H. Stem, with more than 
160 outlets throughout Latin 
America, the United States and

signed a contract to drill for Europe, recently opened fran-

In Rio de Janeiro, the Oswaidn Cruz Foundation has been instrumental fo r  
more than a century in the battle against epidemic diseases; its headquar-

B o tic a rio , a co m p an y  that 
makes perfumes and cosm etu - 
in the southern city o f  Sao Jo ^  
dos Pinhais, ju s t inaugurates 
its first outlet in Egypt. (It a l­
ready  has one sto re and 30 
points o f  sale in Saudi Arabia, 
as well as 20 points o f  sale in 
the United Arab Emirates anc 
60 in Jordan.)

Going in the other direction. 
Saudi entrepreneur Omar al- 
Idrisi wants to open up a for­
eign-trade brokerage in Brazil, 
something that will really take 
off, he says, once UAE-bascd 
Emirates Airlines inaugurate* 
nonstop service between 
Dubai and Slo Paulo near the 
end of this year.

Perhaps most significant, 
the Arab League in September 
approved the opening of an 
office in Brasilia.

“We have been thinking of 
p rom oting  reg u la r b u s in e s ' 
meetings, like the one held in 
Sao Paulo soon after the Ma> 
summit,” al-Idrisi said in a pres^ 
release. “We would like this 
kind o f  event to repeat itself, 
alternating betw een an Arab 
and a South American city. We 
also support all initiatives to­
w ards opening air links b e­
tween the two regions.”

“Trade is som ething you 
do w hen the opportun ity  is 
there and the price is good. It’s 
the first level o f  a relationship,” 
says Atallah. “Now we have to 
move to the second level. We 
want the Arabs to know more 
about Brazil, and we want Bra­
zilians to know more about the 
Arab world.”
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1ST-TIER SECURITIES

I ^ R
P a g e  27

Business Trust
THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE R E P O R T  A S  A T  THURSDAY, JA N U A R Y  26 200t

Compam Name No of Deals Quotation(N) QuantityTraded Value of Shares
ADSW1TCH PLC. 5 1.57 6.500 10,205.00
CAPITAL OIL PLC 4 0.34 7,000 2,380.00
S ecto r Totals 9 13.500 12,585.00
A G R IC U L T U R E /A G R O -A L L IE D
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC. 1 1.90 15.000 28.500.00
THE OKOM U OIL PALM COMPANY PLC 4 17.20 3,720 63.984.00
PRFSCO PLC. 13 11.75 31.950 372.382.50

Sector Totals 18 50,670 464.866.50
A l T O M O B IL E  & TY R E
D l NLOP NIGERIA PLC. 39 2:72 157,040 433.620.62
R T. BRISCOAE PLC. 1 1 6.00 22,325 133,950.00
Sector Totals 50 179,365 567,570.62
B A N K IN G
AC CESS BANK PLC 204 2.60 8.376.463 21.700.717.90
Al RIBANK NIGERIA PLC. 15 9.10 1,366.000 12,430,600.00
I IRST ALTLANTIC BANK PLC 2 3.41 737.618 2.515.277.38
COOPERATIVE BANK PLC. i j 1.92 1,500 2,880.00
Dl \M O N D  BANK PLC 3 7.75 2.880 22,320.00
FIRST CITY M ONUM ENT BANK PLC 2 5.11 350.500 1,791,055.00
FIDELITY BANK PLC 5 2.93 833.865 2,443.224.45
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 562 32.90 5,210,306 171.936.377.73
FSB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 1 1.14 17,000 19,380.00
GTBANK PLC. 322 13.70 9,335,613 125,716,134.50

INVESTM ENT BANKING 23 4.57 1.459,811 6.671,336.27
INLAND BANK (N IGERIA) PLC. 1 1.81 20.200 36,562.00
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC. 148 8.90 2.059.512 18,470,205.23
N \L  BANK PLC. 24 2.80 10,454,650 29.273.020.00
OCEANIC BANK PLC . 84 5.83 1.107.929 6,495,018.05
PLATINUM BANK PLC 1 2.60 1.000 2.600.00
UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC. 108 12.81 694.360 8.936.620.98
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC. 107 25.48 1.250.451 31.861.491.48
\ \  EMA BANK PLC. 16 3.74 2,633.146 9.847.966.04
ZENITH BANK PLC 23 19.64 1 14.897 2.256.577.08
S ecto r Totals 1.652 46,027,701 452,429,364.09
B R E W E R IE S
CHAM PION BREW ERIES PLC. 2 1.86 30.000 55,800.00
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC. 104 103.50 191,008 19,399,685.49
NIGERIAN BREW ERIES PLC 295 36.53 1,008,970 36,818.290.71
Sector Totals 401 1,229,978 56,273,776.20
BU ILD IN G  M A T ER IA LS
ASHAKA CEM ENT PLC. 68 34.00 1.024,656 35,178,973.42
BENUE CEM EN T COMPANY PLC. 4 6.50 7,374 47.931.00
CEM EN T COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC 9 7.15 62,380 447,932.20
WEST AFRICAN PORTLAND CEM EN T CO. PLC. 140 16.30 711,658 11,721,114.10

Sector Totals 221 1,806,068 47,395.950.72
C H E M IC A L & P A IN T S
BERGER PAINTS PLC. 21 4.01 171,525 683.222.59

CAP PLC. 12 8.88 16,425 145,741.21
D. N. M EYER PLC. I 3.80 333 1,265.40
NIGERIA-GERM AN CHEM ICALS PLC. 2 4.10 4,418 18,113.80
Sector Totals 36 192,701 848,343.00
C O M P U T E R  & O FF IC E  EQ U IPM EN T

31.905.37NCR (NIGERIA) PLC. 9 1.33 23,989
Sector Totals 9 23,989 31,905.37
C O N G L O M E R A T E S

22,485.20A. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC. 1.18 19,140
C F A O NIGERIA PLC. 7 3.57 6,060 21.634.20
JOHN HOLT PLC. 9 1.54 61,966 95.427.64
P.Z. INDUSTRIES PLC. 53 16.20 156,211 2,530,618.20
U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC. 86 16.20 331,063 5.389,060.54
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC 113 20.53 481,715 9,886,174.91
U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC. 5 0.73 108.010 84,847.30
Sector Totals 275 1,164,165 18,030,347.99
C O N S T R U C T IO N
CAPALBETO 4 14.00 17,250 241,500.00
COSTAIN (W.A.) PLC. 6 1.14 116,100 131,499.00
JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC. 13 21.50 14,400 313.205.00
Sector Totals 23 147,750 686,204.00
E N G IN E E R IN G  T E C H N O L O G Y

9,093.00NIGERIAN W IRE AND CABLE PLC. 2 0.70 12,990
Sector Totals 2 12,990 9,093.00

F O O D /B EV ER A G ES & T O B A C C O
721.481.767-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC 27 26.60 27,193

CADBURY NIGERIA PLC. 125 66.20 298,253 19,936,288.36
FLOUR M ILLS NIGERIA PLC. 84 25.65 266,754 6,891,098.09
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC. 66 67.00 421,249 28,067,355.70
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC. 44 190.00 89,927 17,077,912.50
NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC. 4 16.25 10,001 162,516.25
Sector Totals 350 1,113377 72,856,652.66
FO O TW EA R

2.900.00FOOTW EAR & ACCESSORIES MAN. PLC. 1 0.29 10,000
Sector Totals 1 10,000 2,900.00
H EA LTH C A R E
CHRISTLIEB PLC. 1 0.56 2,000 1.120.00
EVANS M EDICAL PLC. 5 2.56 37,188 95,082.28
GLAXOSM ITHKLINE CO NSUM ER NIGERIA PLC 51 10.00 697,822 7,049,821.60
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC 2 5.36 20,150 108,004.00
NEIM ETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC. 3 3.23 34,486 111,389.78
PHA RM A-D EK O  PLC. 1 4.55 2,200 10,010.00
Sector Totals 63 793,846 7,375,427.66
IN D U STR IA L/D O M E ST IC  PRO D U CTS
A LUM ACO PLC. 1 1.18 120,000 141,600.00
B.O.C. GASES PLC 4 3.05 60,000 183,000.00
NIGERIA ENAMELWARE COMPANY PLC. 1 3.46 300 1,038.00
FIRST ALUM INIUM  NIGERIA PLC. 6 0.67 456,000 304,700.00
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC. 74 4.93 1,056,044 5,190,026.94
VONO PRODUCTS PLC. 6 1.21 136,774 165,771.19
Sector Totals 92 1,829,118 5,986,136.13

IN SU R A N C E
8,700.00ACEN INSURANCE COMPANY PLC 1 0.58 15,000

AIICO INSURANCE PLC. 15 2.39 383,840 917,377.60
CO RNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC. 32 1.45 1,809,220 2,691,451.75
CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC. 10 1.70 100.000 170,822.50
LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC. 4 1.00 230,000 232.600.00
N.E.M. INSURANCE CO. (NIG.) PLC. 1 0.58 1,920 1.113.60
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 29 2.78 944,834 2,513,889.72
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC. 8 2.13 407,833 877,264.95
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC. 9 3.00 72,881 213,395.85
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 16 , 1.24 1,261,800 1,570,250.00
W EST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC. 15 3,06 302,808 937,662.88
Sector Totals 140 5,530,136 10,134,528.85
M ANAG EDFUNDS
C & I LEASING PLC 8 1.18 193,370 229,114.20
Sector Totals 8 193,370 229,114.20
MARITIME

567.725.00JAPAUL OIL & M ARITIM E SERVICES PLC ' 10 1.86 298,900
S ecto r Totals 10 298,900 567,725.00
PETROLEUM (M ARKETING)

118,143.20AFROIL PLC. 5 0.50 224,200
AFRICAN PETROLEUM  PLC. 85 45.00 192,603 8.538,702.37
CONOIL PLC 109 91.00 108,338 9,759,244.23
F.TFRNA OIL & GAS PLC. 15 2.65 136,660 368,149.00
M OBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. 34 156.78 62,540 9.774,191.79
O AN D O  PLC 136 91.55 230,005 21,080,897.70
TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC. 44 116.00 304,486 35.447.676.26
TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 12 184.00 8,166 1.493.218.48
Sector Totals 440 1.266,998 86,580,223.03
PR IN T IN G  & PU B L ISH IN G

58,488.00LONGM AN NIGERIA PLC. 5 3.34 17.700
Sector Totals 5 17.700 58,488.00
RE A L ESTATE

7,331,426.47UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPM ENT PLC. 51 9.95 734,609
S ecto r Totals 51 734.609 7,331,426.47
TEX TILES
AFPRINT NIGERIA PLC 6 0.38 100,343 38,130.34
UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC. 12 2.15 155.322 321,631.65
S ecto r Totals 18 255,665 359,761.99
O verall Totals 3,874 62,892,596 768.232,390.48

T O P 10 TR A D ES AS THURSDAY

S Y M B O L V O LU M E VALUE T R A D f '

UNIC 1,261 .800 .00 1.5 70 ,250 .00 16

AFRIBANK. 1 ,366 ,000 .00 12 ,430 ,600 .00 15

IBTC 1,459,8  r 1.00 6 ,67 1 ,3 3 6 .2 7 23

CORNERST 1,809,220.00 2 .69 1 .4 5 1 .7 5 32

INTERC ONT 2.0 5 9 ,5 1 2 .0 0 18 ,470.205.23 14-

WEM ABANK 2 ,6 3 3 ,1 4 6 .0 0 9 ,8 4 7 .9 6 6 .0 4 16

F1RSTBANK 5,2 1 0 ,3 0 6 .0 0 171 ,936 .377 .73 5 6 '

ACCESS 8 ,37 6 ,4 6 3 .0 0 2 1 ,7 0 0 ,7 1 7 .9 0 204

GUARANTY 9 ,3 3 5 ,6 1 3 .0 0 125 ,716 ,134 .50 3 2 :

NAL 10,454 .650 .00 29 ,2 7 3 .0 2 0 .0 0 24

T O P  10 G A IN ER S

S\ vIBOL LASTCLOSE FRIDAY’S CLOSE CHANGE

T O T A L 1.00 184.00 +3.00

NBC 4.05 6 7 .0 0 +2.95

GUINNESS 0 1 .0 0 103.50 +2.50

A P 43.61 4 5 .0 0 + 1.39

O A N D O 90.51 91.55 + 1.04

TE X A C O 115.00 116.00 + 1.00

MOBIL 156.03 156.78 +0.75

GUARANTY 13.18 13.70 +0.52

NB 36.27 36.53 +0.26

PRESCO 1 1.51 1 1.75 +0 .24

T O P  10 L O SE R S ,
SYMBOL LAST CLOSE FRIDAY’S CLOSE CHANGE

BERGER 2 2 .50 2 1 .5 0 -1 .0 0

ADBURY 6 7 .0 0  : 66 .20 -0.80

SHAKACEM 34.70 34.00 -0.70

GLAXOSM1TH 10.40 10.00 -0 .40

BETAGLAS 6.84 6 .5 0 -0 .34

FLOU RM ILL 25.85 25 .65 -0,20

W APiC 3 .20 3.06 -0 .14

ETE R N A O IL 2.77 2.65 -0 .12

LIVESTOCK 2.00 1.90 -0 .1 0

PRESTIGE 2.23 2 .13 -0 .10

Shell pleads for 
understanding of 
host communities
The Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC 

it w ill continue to take m easures to forge a mutu. 
beneficial working relationship with host commun

A ddressing newsm en in Port Harcourt on Tuesday, St . 
Corporate External Affairs Manager, M r Don Boham, lame- 
however, that in spite o f  the com pany’s efforts at expla 
its status in N igeria, m ost host com m unities still sav  th, 
com pany as exploitative.

He said that w hile the federal governm ent controlled '  
per cent equity share in oil business, Shell m aintained 30 pc 
cent, w hile E lf and Agip had 16 per cent and five per c j r  
respectively.

Boham  said that contributions to the national purse - 
also made in accordance with the equity share holding, ado 
that from its 30 per cent controlling interest, Shell pays 85 :x 
cent petroleum  profit tax. He said the com pany also speno 
20 per cent on royalty, w hile the rest w ere for opera' 
cost.

The m anager announced that Shell paid 2.3 billion d 
to the federal governm ent in 2004, in addition to supp> 
governm ent’s projects from  the profit it made, in spite 
fact that the oil producing states received 13 per cent deri \ a 
monthly.

Boham  listed som e areas o f  the com pany’s in ter, <. 
to include education, health, electricity, roads, agricultur 
rural infrastructure, sports developm ent and skills acqu■ * 
program m es in its operational areas.

“SPDC spends more than 60 million dollars annualh 
the gap created by governm ent in the process," he ad.:

He listed problem s facing the oil com pany in it- 
com m unities to include local leadership tussles, collar 
local econom ies and reparation on operational im pact'

.O thers, he said, w ere social am en ities, exploi: 
marginalisation and agitation for resource control. Boha;
Shell had succeeded in effectively m anaging its crises n, 
noting that conflicts involving the com pany and its 1 - 
com m unities in 2005 were reduced to 159 incidents fror 
in 2004.
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K a n o  T r u s t
Kano’s 2006 hajj in the eyes of a pilgrim
It  is a lw a y s  b e s t  f o r  a  j o u r n a l ­

is t to  u n d e r ta k e  a  jo u r n e y  in 
d e p e n d e n t l y  w i t h o u t  t h e  

w a tc h fu l  e y e s  o f  o f f ic i a ls  w h o  
s p o n s o r  s u c h  tr ip . B e c a u s e  th e y  
w i l l  e n s u r e  th a t  y o u  s e e  o n ly  
w h a t  y o u  a re  e x p e c te d  to  s e e  o r  
in te rp re te  th in g s  th e y  w a y  th e y  
w a n t  it re p o r te d .  S u c h  t r ip  c o u ld  
b e  re lig io u s ,  s ig h t  s e e in g  o r  to u r  
o f  fa c ilitie s . Y ou  g e t th e  f r e e d o m  
o f  s e e in g  th in g s  a s  th e y  a re  a n d  
e x p e r i e n c i n g  f i r s t  h a n d  w h a t  
p e o p le  in v o lv e d  in  s u c h  . tr ip  g o  
th ro u g h  in th e i r  q u e s t  fo r  a  s u c ­
c e s s fu l  s p ir i tu a l  e n d a v o u r s .  T h a t  
is w h a t h a p p e n e d  to  m e  d u r in g  
th is  y e a r ’s H a jj, s o  m y  o b s e r v a ­
t io n s  a re  th a t  o f  a n  A lh a ji  w h o  
p a id  a n d  p e r fo rm e d  th e  H ajj fro m  
K a n o  S ta le .

P r e p a r a t i o n s .
I h a d  w a n te d  to  a v o id  th e  

u s u a l la te  h o u r  ru s h  c h a r a c te r is -  
*  tic  o f  e v e r y  N ig e r ia n  H a jj p i l ­

g r im a g e ,  s o  I p a id  th ro u g h  th e  
f ir s t  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n t  th a t  w a s  
s la t e d  to  ta k e  o f f  f r o m  K a n o ,  
B e b e j i  lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  T h e  
p re p a ra t io n ,  q u i te  f r a n k ly  b y  th e  
K a n o  S ta te  g o v e rn m e n t  w a s  e n ­
c o u ra g in g . T h e  s ta te  g o v e rn o r  d id  
e v e r y th in g  to  e n s u r e  a  s u c c e s s ­
ful H a jj.  R ig h t f ro m  th e  d a y  h e  
re c e iv e d  th e  2 0 0 5  H a jj R e p o r t b y  
th e  p ro s c r ib e d  H a jj T a sk  F o rc e  
h e a d e d  b y  th e  f o r m e r  c o m m is ­
s i o n e r  o f  in f o r m a t io n ,  A lh a j i  
G a rb a  Y u su f , G o v e r n o r  Ib ra h im  

1 S h e k a ra u  d ire c te d  th a t a c c o m m o ­
d a tio n  fo r  2 0 0 6  H a jj b e  p ro c u re d  
to  fo re s ta ll  th e  p ro b le m  o f  a c ­
c o m m o d a tio n  th a t b e d e v i l le d  th e  
l a s t  H a j j .  T o  b e a t  t h e  m u c h  
ta u n te d  ‘ la te  p r e p a r a t i o n  s y n ­
d r o m e ’ th e  g o v e rn o r  o f f e r e d  to  
p a y  a n y  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  m o n e y  
b e tw e e n  th e  o ld  a n d  n e w  ra te  fo r  
H a jj a s  a n n o u n c e d  b y  th e  f e d e ra l  
g o v e rn m e n t  to  a n y  p ilg r im  w h o  
p a id  b e fo re  th e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  
th e  n e w  H a jj  F a re  b y  th e  fe d e ra l  

. gov e m m e n t .  A n d  h e  fu lf i l le d  th a t 
p r o m is e  b y  p a y in g  N  1 2 ,0 0 0  fo r  
s u c h  p i lg r im s .  H e  a ls o  w e n t  th e  
e x t r a  m ile  o f  p a y in g  th e  N 2 5 0  
c h a r g e d  p i lg r im s  f o r  c o n v e y in g  
th e m  f r o m  th e  C a m p  to  A irp o r t  
a n d  b a c k . H e  e v e n  p ro v id e d  fu n d  
fo r  th e  fe e d in g  o f  K a n o  p i lg r im s  
a t  M u n a , A ra fa t  a n d  J id d a h  o n  
th e ir  w a y  b a c k  h o m e  b e c a u s e  o f  
th e  d if f ic u l ty  o f  o b ta in in g  g o o d  
fo o d  d u r in g  th o s e  p e rio d . H e  to o k  
th e  tro u b le  o f  g o in g  to  in s p e c t 
th e  h o u s e s  h u r r ie d l y  p ro c u r e d  
fo r  K an o  p ilg r im s  th o u g h  w e  la te r 
le a rn t  th a t  h e  w a s  o n ly  ta k e n  to  
th e  g o o d  o n e s  th a t  a re  c lo s e  to  
th e  H a ra m .

M a d in a
A lth o u g h  w e  w e re  s la te d  to  

le a v e  f ir s t ,  th e  P i lg r im s  W e lfa re

| By M usa U m ar K azaure i
j  (who was in Saudi Arabia)]

B o a rd  d e c id e d  th a t  D o g u w a  L o ­
c a l G o v e rn m e n t  P i lg r im s  s h o u ld  
g o  f i r s t  f o r  s o m e  a d m in is t r a t iv e  
re a s o n s .  T h a t  w a s  a  b le s s in g  b e ­
c a u s e  w h i le  D o g u w a  P i lg r im s  
s p e n t  tw o  d a y s  in  H a jj  C a m p  
b e fo re  le a v in g , w e  w e re  lu c k y  to  
le a v e  w i th in  s ix  h o u rs  o f  th e  a n ­
n o u n c e m e n t  in v i t in g  B e b e ji  L o ­
c a l G o v e r n m e n t  p i lg r im s .  T h e  
f o u r  a n d  h a l f  h o u r  f l i g h t  b y  
K A B O  A ir  to  J id d a h  w a s  w i th ­
o u t m u c h  h itc h  a p a r t  f ro m  s tu b ­
b o rn  p i lg r im s ' w h o  r e f u s e d  to  
h e e d  to  th e  P i lg r im s  B o a rd  a p ­
p e a l n o t to  ta k e  m o rt  th a n  th e  
h a n d  lu g g a g e . S o m e  la d  u p  to  
th re e  h a n d  lu g g a g e  s tu f f e d  w ith  
K o la n u ts ,  R o b , o in tm e n t  a n d  a ll 
s o r ts  o f  c o n tr a b a n d s  w h ic h  w e re  
s e iz e d  b y  th e  S a u d i C u s to m s  at 
K in g  A b d u l - a z iz  In te r n a t io n a l  
A irp o r t .  A s  th e  a c tu a l  I la j j  R ite s  
w o u ld  n o t b e g in  u n til  th e  8 ch o f  
Z u l H a jj e q u iv a le n t  to  8 Ih J a n u ­
a r y  2 0 0 6  (W e  a r r iv e d  o n  2 0 lh 
D e c , 2 0 0 5 ) ,  w e  w e r e  t a k e n  
s t r a ig h t  to  M a d in a  to  v is i t  th e  
P r o p h e t  M o s q u e  a n d  o t h e r  
p la c e s  o f  r e l ig io u s  im p o r ta n c e  
a ro u n d  M a d in a . T h e  a c c o m m o ­
d a tio n  in M a d in a  w a s  g o o d  w ith  
th re e  to  f iv e  p e o p le  in  o n e  ro o m , 
s o m e  w ith  th e ir  to i le ts  in s id e  th e  
rO o m . T h e  o n ly  p r o b le m  w a s  
th a t  th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  a c c o m ­
m o d a tio n  w a s  a b o u t  4 5  m in u te s  
tre k  to  th e  P ro p h e t 's  M o s q u e  a n d  
th e re  w e re  n o  ta x is  o r  b u s  p ly in g  
th e  ro u te  a s  in  M a k k a h . S o  w e  
h a v e  to  a lw a y s  le a v e  o u r  h o u s e s  
a t 3 .3 0  a m  to  b e  a b le  to  re a c h  th e  
M o s q u e  o n  t im e  a n d  p e r fo r m  th e  
e a r ly  m o rn in g  p ra y e rs  w ith  th e  
c h i l l in g  c o ld  w e a th e r  o f  M a d in a . 
S o m e  o f  th e  p i lg r im s ,  in c lu d in g  
s o m e  d o c to r s  th a t  w e re  s la te d  to  
s ta y  w ith  u s  in  th e  b u i ld in g  a n d  
w iv e s  o f  s o m e  P e rm a n e n t S e c re ­
ta r ie s  u s e d  th e i r  c o n n e c t io n s  to  
g e t  a  m u c h  m o re  c lo s e r  a c c o m ­
m o d a tio n ,  b u t  w e  lo o k e d  a t  it a s  
a  b le s s in g  in  d is g u is e  b e c a u s e  o f  
th e  P r o p h e t ’s s a y in g  th a t  “ e v e ry  
s te p  ta k e n  in  th e  c a u s e  o f  d o in g  a  
g o o d  d e e d  is  r e w a rd e d  b y  A l la h ”  
e v e n  th o u g h  s o m e  o f  u s  w h o  a re  
‘f a t ’ l i k e  m y s e l f  h a d  o u r  le g s  
s w o l le n  fo r  tre k k in g  th e  d is ta n c e  
th r e e  to  f iv e  t im e s  a  d a y . W e 
s p e n t  t h e  f i r s t  e i g h t  d a y s  in  
M a d in a , p ra y in g , m e d ita t in g  a n d  
s o m e t i m e s  w e  s l e p t  a t  t h e  
P ro p h e ts  M o s q u e  a n d  o c c a s io n ­
a lly  v is it to  Is la m ic  h is to ric a l s ite s  
a n d  s h o p p in g  in b e tw e e n , d e sp ite  
a d v is e  fro m  H a jj o f f ic ia ls  to  w a it  
fo r  th e  la s t d a y s  o f  th e  I la jj to  
a v o id  e x h a u s t in g  o u r  $ 5 0 0  D o l­

la rs  B T A  w h ic h  is e q u iv a le n t  to  
17 5 0  S a u d i R iy a ls .

A c c o m o d a t io n  in  M a k k a
F o r  u s  th e  e a r ly  a r r iv a ls ,  th e  

a c c o m m o d a t io n  w a s  v e ry  g o o d  
in  te rm s  o f  q u a l i ty  a n d  fa c il i t ie s .  
T h o u g h  s e v e n  to  e ig h t  p e o p le  
w e re  c r a m m e d  in a  ro o m  o f  14 
b y  14 s q u a r e  f e e t ,  th e  l if t  w a s  
w o r k in g  a n d  to i le ts ,  w a te r  a n d  
a i r  c o n d i t io n e rs  w e re  a ll w o rk in g  
a s  w e ll .  T h e  o n ly  s n a g  h o w e v e r  
w a s  th a t  th e re  w a s  a  lit t le  p a r t i ­
a l i ty  o n  th e  p a r t  o f  th e  K a n o  P il­
g r im s  B o a rd  o ff ic ia ls  in M a k k a h . 
O n e  w o u ld  e x p e c t  th a t  a c c o m ­
m o d a tio n s  a re  a l lo c a te d  o n  f irs t 
c o m e  f i r s t  s e r v e  b a s is .  B u t th e  
c lo s e s t  h o u s e s  a t  S h a r a m a n s u r  
w e re  re s e r v e d  fo r  s e n io r  g o v e rn ­
m e n t  o f f ic ia ls  a n d  g o v e rn m e n t  
s p o n s o r e d  p i lg r im s  l ik e  H o u se  
N u m b e r  15 a n d  o th e rs ,  w h ile  p il­
g r im s  w h o  p a id  w ith  th e ir  h a rd  
e a r n e d  m o n e y  w e re  p u s h e d  fa r ­
th e r  to  S h a r u - s i t t i n  w h ic h  is  
a b o u t  t w o  k i l o m e t r e s  to  th e  
H A R A M . a n d  m o s t  p i l g r im s ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  th e  e ld e r ly  a n d  s ic k  
o n e s  w h o  c o u ld  n o t tre k  h a d  to  
p a y  f o u r  R iy a ls  f o r  t r a n s p o r ta ­
t io n ,  to  a n d  fro ,  to  g o  fo r  d a ily  
p r a y e r s  a t  th e  H A R A M  w h ic h  
is  v e ry  im p o r ta n t  to  a n y  p i lg r im , 
e v e n  th o u g h  n o t o b lig a to ry . I h ad  
th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  v is i t  o n e  o f  
s u c h  P re fe r re d  P i lg r im s  h o u s e s  
a t S h a ra m a n s u r  w h e re  D P M s  o f  
lo ca l g o v e rn m e n ts  a n d  s o m e  s e n ­
io r  g o v e r n m e n t  o f f i c i a l s  w e r e  
h o u s e d . T h e y  h a d  e v e n  te le v is io n  
a n d  c a b le  f o r  e n te r ta in m e n t  a n d  
o n ly  a b o u t  fo u r  to  f iv e  p e o p le  in 
e a c h  ro o m .

B u t th e  w o rs t  h it  in  te rm s  o f  
a c c o m m o d a t io n  w e r e  th o s e  w h o  
c a m e  la te r  f ro m  K a n o  m e tro p o l i­
ta n  lo c a l  g o v e r n m e n ts .  H o u s e  
n u m b e r  3 6  a t  S h a ra m a n s u r ,  fo r  
e x a m p le ,  w a s  te r r ib le .  S o m e  o f  
its  o c c u p a n ts  in v ite d  m e  to  s ee  
th in g s  fo r  m y s e l f ,  a n d  th e  s ig h t 
w a s  h o r r ib le .  4 0  p e o p le  p a c k e d  
in to  a n  u n c o m p le t e d  b u i ld in g  
w h ic h  f r o m  a ll  in d ic a t io n  w a s  
h u r r ie d ly  re n o v a te d .  T h e y  h a d  
o n ly  tw o  to i le ts ,  a n d  th e  w o m e n  
w e r e  a ls o  p a c k e d  in to  s im i l a r  
h a ll .  W a te r  w a s  l ic k in g  a ll  o v e r  
th e  to ile t.  T h e re  w e re  a ls o  h o u s e s  
a t  S h a r u - S i t t in  th a t  w e re  o v e r ­
c r o w e d  w ith  p i lg r im s ,  w ith  a s  
m u c h  a s  10  p i lg r im s  p e r  ro o m  o f  
14 b y  14 s q u a r e  f e e t .  “ Y o u  d o n ’t 
e v e n  h a v e  a  p la c e  to  p u t  y o u r  
fe e t  b e tw e e n  e a c h  b e d ,”  a  f ru s ­
tr a te d  p ilg r im  f ro m  K u ra  lo c a l 
g o v e rn m e n t  s ta te d .

T h e  a c c o m m o d a tio n , a c c o rd ­
in g  to  th e  E x e c u t iv e  S e c re ta ry  o f  
K a n o  S t a t e  P i l g r im s  W e l f a r e  
B o a rd , A lh a j i  S a n i K o fa r  M a ta , 
in a  F re e d o m  H a u s a  R a d io  p ro ­

g ra m m e . w e re  p ro c u re d  a s  a n  a l ­
te rn a t iv e  a f te r  th e  p ro c u re m e n t  
o f  th e  o n e  b o o k e d  e a r l ie r .  B u t 
c o m p e te n t  s o u rc e s  c lo s e  to  th e  
P ilg r im s  B o a rd  h in te d  m e  th a t in ­
f ig h t in g  a n d  th e  lu c ra t iv e  k ic k ­
b a c k s  a s s o c ia te d  w ith  th e  p r o ­
c u re m e n t  o f  a c c o m m o d a tio n  in 
th e  H o ly  L a n d  fo r  p i lg r im s  w a s  
r e s p o n s ib le  fo r  K a n o 's  fa ilu re  to  
s e c u re  g o o d  a c c o m m o d a tio n  th is  
y e a r . T h e  g o v e r n o r  w h o  to o k  th e  
tro u b le  to  v is i t  M a k k a h  d u r in g  
h is  v a c a t io n  in  R a m a d a n ,  w a s  
o n ly  ta k e n  ro u n d  th e  g o o d  h o u s e s  
th a t  w e re  c lo s e r  to  th e  H A R A M

s h o p p in g , le a v in g  m a n y  s tra n d e d  
p i lg r im s  to  th e i r  fa te . T h e re  w a s  
th e  c a s e  o f  a  la d y  p i lg r im  fro m  
Y o b e  S ta te  w h o  s p e n t th r e e  d a y s  
p e ra m b u la t in g  a ro u n d  th e  H o ly  
M o s q u e , lo s t, c o n fu s e d ,  h u n g ry  
a n d  t r a u m a t iz e d .  C o m m u n ic a ­
tio n  b a r r ie r  d id  n o t  a l lo w  h e r  to  
a sk  o r  s e e k  h e lp  u n ti l  s h e  b ro k e  
d o w n  in te a rs  a n d  s o m e  N ig e r ia n  
p i l g r i m s  w h o  r e c o g n i z e d  h e r  
f ro m  h e r  a t t i r e  c a m e  to  h e r  r e s ­
c u e . M a n y  s u c h  c a s e s  o f  m is s in g  
p e r s o n s  o c c u r re d  b e c a u s e  n o n e  
o f  th e  G u id e s  a re  see n  a ro u n d  th e  
M o s q u e  d e s p i t e  b e in g  s e n t  o n

fo r  K a n o  Shemas
it w a s  a  c h a o t ic  s c e n e  

f i r s t  d ay . u n ti l  th e  S p e a k e r , K . 
H o u se  o f  A s s e m b ly  s tru g g le d  
s e c u re  a d d i t io n a l  T e n ts  fro m  
K a ts in a  s id e  w h o  c o u ld  n o t b r i  
a ll th e ir  p ilg r im s .

T h e  b e h a v io u r  o f  s o m e  K . 
s ta te  p i lg r im s  a t M u n a  c a l ls  fi 
s e r io u s  a n d  d e lib e ra te  p ilg r im s  
o r ie n ta t io n  b e fo re  th e y  le a v e  
th e  H o ly  L a n d  ju s t  a s  it w a s  d i  
o n  h o w  to  p e r fo r m  th e  H a jj p 
g r im a g e  i t s e l f  d u r in g  th e  B1 
(o r ie n ta t io n )  e x e rc is e .  T h e  B l i 
re a l ly  h e lp e d  in p re p a r in g  K .

Sam ple o f  the fo o d  given to Kano p ilg rim s a t M una

Pilgrims outside their tent at Muna

to  in s p e c t ,  th e  s o u rc e  s a id ,  a d d ­
in g  th a t  m o s t  o f  th e  h o u s e s  a t 
S h a ru - S i t t in  w e r e  p ro c u re d  fo u r  
m o n th s  b e f o r e  th e  c o m m e n c e ­
m e n t  o f  H a jj,  w h e re a s  th e  g o v e r ­
n o r  h a d  d ir e c te d  th a t  a c c o m m o ­
d a t io n  fo r  K a n o  p i lg r im s  b e  s e ­
c u re d  s in c e  F e b ru a ry  2 0 0 5 .

In v e s t ig a t io n  c o n d u c te d  r e ­
v e a le d  th a t a c c o m m o d a tio n  p ro b ­
le m  w a s  n o t r e s tr ic te d  to  K a n o  
a lo n e .  T h e  A b u ja  p i lg r im s  w h o  
w e r e  a c c o m m o d a t e d  a r o u n d  
S h a ru -S it t in  a ls o  h a d  b a d  e x p e r i­
e n c e . O n e  o f  s u c h  a c c o m m o d a ­
t io n s  a  te n  s to re y  b u i ld in g  h a d  
n o  w a te r  a n d  th e  l i f t  w a s  n o t  
fu n c t io n in g .  T h e  p i lg r im s  h a d  to  
g o  lo o k in g  fo r  p la c e s  to  ta k e  th e ir  
b a th  e v e ry  m o rn in g ,  a n d  m o s t  o f  
th e m  fo u n d  s u c h  a s s is ta n c e  fro m  
K a n o  p i lg r im s  w h o  w e re  th e i r  
n e ig h b o u rs . T h e re  w a s  a lso  a  c a s e  
o f  s o m e  A b u ja  fe m a le  p i lg r im s  
w h o  w e r e  a c c o m m o d a t e d  in  
k i tc h e n s  b e c a u s e  s o m e  m e n  w h o  
w e re  n o t  h a p p y  w ith  th e  a c c o m ­
m o d a t io n  p r o v id e d  f o r  th e m ,  
h a v e  h ija c k ed  th e  a c c o m m o d a tio n  
m e a n t  fo r  th e  w o m e n  w h ic h  w a s  
be tte r. A c c o rd in g  to  a n  A b u ja  P il­
g r im  o f f ic ia l  in  M a k k a h ,  A lh a ji  
M u h a m m a d u , th e  m e n  th re a te n e d  
to  b e a t  u p  th e  c a r e t a k e r  o f  th e  
h o u s e  i f  h e  r e fu s e s  to  a llo w  th e m  
s ta y  in  th e  ro o m s .

G u i d e s  a n d  r e s p o n s i b i l i ­
t i e s

V lost c o u n tr ie s  w h ile  s e n d ­
in g  th e ir  p i lg r im s  fo r  H a jj n o r ­
m a lly  a t ta c h  e x p e r ie n c e d  p e o p le  
a s  g u id e s  to  a s s is t  th e  p i lg r im s ,  
e s p e c ia l ly  th e  f ir s t- t im e rs .  A t th e  
H o ly  M o sq u e  a n d  o th e r  r e lig io u s  
p la c e s ,  y o u  s e e  o th e r  c o u n t r y ’s 
g u id e s  h o ld in g  f la g s  o r  a n y  o th e r  
m e a n s  o f  id e n t i f ic a t io n  to  a s s is t  
a n d  g u id e  th e ir  p i lg r im s ,  b u t it 
w a s  n o t s o  fo r  N ig e r ia n s .  N ig e ­
r i a n  G u id e s ,  d r e s s e d  in  t h e i r  
W h ite  C a f ta n  w ith  G re e n  S tr ip e s , 
in c lu d in g  th a t  o f  K a n o , a re  o n ly  
v is ib le  d u r in g  p r e p a r a t io n s  fo r  
l l a j j  ta k e  o f f  a n d  s o m e t im e s  a t 
th e  A irp o r t  in  J id d a h .  A f te r  th a t 
y o u  d o  n o t s e e  th e m  a g a in . T h e y  
a re  m o s t ly  b u s y  e i th e r  w in d o w  
s h o p p in g  o r  d o in g  th e  a c tu a l

T a x -p a y e r s  M o n e y  to  h e lp  p i l ­
g r im s  in  th e  H o ly  L a n d .

Medical assistance
T h e  m e d i c a l  T e a m  f r o m  

K a n o  S ta te  w e re  v e ry  h e lp fu l th is  
y e a r  b e c a u s e  I h e a r d  f ro m  th o s e  
w h o  p e r fo r m e d  th e  la s t y e a r  h a jj 
th a t  th e  M e d ic a l  T e a m  w e re  n o t 
v is ib le  la s t H a jj. T h e y  p a id  re g u ­
la r  v is i ts  to  h o u s e s  w h e re  K a n o  
p i lg r im s  w e re  a c c o m m o d a te d  in 
M a d in a  a n d  M a k k a h ,  a n d  e v e n  
s e t  u p  a n  E m e r g e n c y  C l in ic  fo r  
p i l g r im s  a t  N u m b e r  6  S h a r u -  
S it t in  w h e re  m o s t  o f  K a n o  p i l ­
g r im s  w e re  acc o m m o d a te d , a llo w ­
in g  s ic k  p i lg r im s  to  v is i t  th e m  
a f t e r  I s h a  p r a y e r s .  T h e y  e v e n  
a d m it te d  a b o u t  3 K a n o  S ta te  P il­
g r im s  f o r  o p e ra t io n s  o n  v a r io u s  
a i lm e n ts  a n d  a c c o r d i n g  to  th e  
M e d i c a l  T e a m  L e a d e r ,  D r. 
M u h a m m a d  D a iy a b u , th e  te a m  
o f  d o c to r s  n u m b e r in g  a b o u t  2 6  
t r e a te d  o v e r  2 5 0 0  p i lg r im s  o n  
v a r io u s  a i lm e n ts  in  b o th  M a d in a  
a n d  M a k k a h .  A t  M u n a  a n d  
A ra fa t  th e y  h a d  th e ir  te n ts  w h ic h  
w a s  a lw a y s  b e s ie g e d  b y  p a tie n ts ,  
s o m e  o f  th e m  j u s t  g o in g  to  c o l ­
le c t d ru g s  b e c a u s e  it w a s  a ll f re e  
o f  c h a rg e .

M u n a  a n d  A r a f a t
F r a n k ly ,  th e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  

fo r  K a n o  P i lg r im s  a t M u n a  w a s  
u n fo r tu n a te .  R ig h t f ro m  h o m e , 
K a n o  P ilg r im s  o f f ic ia ls  h a d  b e e n  
s in g in g  th a t  7 0 0 0  p i lg r im s  w ill 
b e  g o in g  fo r  th e  p i lg r im a g e  f ro m  
K a n o ,  s o  i f  t h e y  k n o w  t h e i r  
n u m b e r  w h y  th e  s h o r ta g e s  o f  
Shema ( te n ts )  fo r  K a n o  p i lg r im s  
a t M u n a  w h ic h  f o r c e d  m a n y  
g e n u in e  p i lg r im s  to  b e  s le e p in g  
o u ts id e  in th e  c o ld ?  A lth o u g h  in ­
v e s t ig a t io n s  r e v e a le d  th a t  s o m e  
o f  th o s e  w h o  o c c u p ie d  th e  a l lo ­
c a te d  te n ts  fo r  K a n o  w e re  e i th e r  
In te rn a t io n a l  P i lg r im s  o r  f ro m  
o th e r  s ta te s .  K a n o  P i lg r im s  o f f i ­
c i a l s ,  h a v in g  e x p e r i e n c e  a n d  
k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s ,  
s h o u l d  h a v e  i n s i s t e d  t h a t  a l l  
K a n o  p i lg r im s  c o m e  w ith  th e ir  
Id e n t i f ic a t io n  b a d g e s ,  a n d  a n y ­
o n e  w ith o u t  th e  ID  s h o u ld  n o t 
b e  a l lo w e d  to  e n t e r  t h e  K a n o  
T e n ts  l ik e  o th e r  s ta te s  d id .  B u t

S ta te  p i lg r im s  o n  h o w  to  ac u ; 
a l l y  p e r f o r m  th e  p i l g r i m a g e  
e l im in a t in g  ir r e l ig io u s  a t t i tu d e ' 
a n d  a c t io n s  b y  p i lg r im s  a t  w o r  
s h ip  s i te s .  T h e  s e n s i t iz a t io n  fo ­
ru m  o rg a n iz e d  b y  K a n o  P ilg rim -. 
B o a rd  w h ic h  b e g a n  s ix  m o n th ' 
b e fo re  th e  H a jj, r e a l ly  p re p a re d  
th e  s ta te  p i lg r im s .  A c c o r d in g  t 
a  f i r s t - t im e r  p ilg r im  f ro m  G a m r  
M a la m , “ I a l r e a d y  k n o w  w h a t 
to  d o  a t  e a c h  p la c e  d u ri n g  th e  P ; I 
g r im a g e  f ro m  h o m e  e v e n  b e fo re  I 
s e t  fo o t in M a k k a ,  b e c a u s e  th e  
P r e a c h e r s  r e a lly  e n l ig h te n e d  
o n  w h a t is  e x p e c te d  o f  a  p i lg r i r  
d u r in g  th e  p i lg r im a g e .”

O n  s a n i ta t io n ,  h y g ie n e  an  
in tr a -p e r s o n a l re la tio n s h ip ,  m o re  
n e e d  to  b e  d o n e  fo r  th e  p i l g r im ' 
T h e  u s e  o f  to i l e t s ,  r e s p e c t  t>>r 
ru le s  a n d  re g u la t io n s  a s  g iv e n  
o ff ic ia ls  a n d  g o v e rn m e n t o f  Sai. 
A ra b ia  a n d  a b o v e  a ll r e s p e c t  
th e  r i g h t s  o f  o t h e r  p i l g r i r  - 
s h o u l d  b e  i n c l u d e d  in  th e  
s e n s i t i z a t i o n  to  m in im i z e  th e  
u g ly  b e h a v i o u r s  e x h ib i t e d  
s o m e  K a n o  S ta te  p i lg r im s  in the  
H o ly  L a n d . A  p i lg r im  s u g g e s te d  
th a t  a  s a m p le  o f  m o d e rn  t o i l e t '  
s h o u ld  b e  ta k e n  to  c e n t e r s  fo  
s u c h  s e n s i t iz a t io n  e s p e c ia l ly  
th e  lo c a l  g o v e rn m e n t  a r e a s  b e  
c a u s e  m o s t o f  th e  s a n i ta t io n  a t 
h y g ie n e  ru le s  a re  b ro k e n  b y  p  
g r im s  f ro m  th e  ru ra l a re a s .

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a t  M a d in a  
M u n a .  A r a f a t  a n d  M a k k a h

T h e  v e h ic le s  s e c u re d  fo r  i )k 
t r a n s p o r ta t io n  o f  K a n o  s la te  p 
g r im s  in  J id d a h  w e re  g o o d  e v e n  
t h o u g h  n o t  t h e  b e s t  ( S o k o to  
B o rn o .Y o b e  h a d  b e t te r  t ra n s p o r  
ta t io n ) .  S im ila r ly  th e  b u s e s  th a t 
c o n v e y e d  t h e  p i l g r i m s  f r o n  
M a d in a  to  M a k k a h  w e re  goi*e 
b u t  th o s e  s e c u rd  to  ta k e  th e  p 
g r im s  f ro m  M u n a  to  A ra fa t  w e a  
o f  p o o r  q u a l i ty  a s  m a n y  b ro k e e  
d o w n  o n  th e  w a y  a n d  m a n y  p i l ­
g r im s  h a d  to  tre k  th e  re s t  o f  the 
jo u r n e y  o n  fo o t  to  A ra fa t .  S im i­
la r ly  th e  b u s e s  th a t  c o n v e y e d  the  
p i lg r im s  b a c k  to  J id d a h  a i r p o r  
w e re  o f  lo w e r  q u a lity .

C o n t r o v e r s i a l  f e e d i n g  o f  
p i l g r im s  a t  M u n a ,  A r a f a t  &
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K a n o  T r u s t

the eyes of a pilgnm

in s te a d ,  K a b o  re n e g e d  a n d  o p e r ­
a te d  its  r e tu rn  f lig h t a c c o rd in g  to  
th e  w h im s  a n d  c a p r i c e s  o f  its  
m a n a g e m e n t .  K a n o  p ilg r im s  th a t 
w e re  to  le a v e  o n  F r id a y  c o u ld  n o t 
le a v e  J e d d a h  a irp o r t  u n til  S a tu r ­
d ay . O u r  o w n  f l ig h t w a s  g iv e n  to  
L a g o s  p i lg r im s  w h o  r e p o r te d  to  
th e  A irp o r t  a n d  w e re  e v a c u a te d  
in le ss  th a t  tw o  h o u rs  to  th e  c h a ­
g r in  o f  K a n o  p i lg r im s  w h o  w e re  
th e r e  f o r  a lm o s t  2 4  h o u rs .  M o s t 
p i lg r im s  s a w  th e  fa u l t  o f  K a n o  
S ta te  P ilg r im s  W elfa re  B o ard  w h o  
a s k e d  th e m  to  c o m e  to  th e  a i r ­
p o r t  w h e n  th e y  k n o w  th a t  th e  
f l ig h t w a s  n o t re a d y . S o m e  e v e n  
a l le g e d  th a t  th e  o f f ic ia ls  w e re  in 
a  h u r r y  to  g e t  th e m  o u t  o f  th e  
H o u s e s  in M a k k a h  in  o r d e r  to  
c u t  th e  c o s t  o f  a c c o m m o d a tio n  
a n d  p u t th e  b a la n c e  in th e ir  p o c k ­
e ts .

T h e  K a n o  P i lg r im s  o f f ic ia ls  
o n  th e i r  s id e  b la m e d  K a b o  fo r  
o p e ra tin g  a  d if f e r e n t f lig h t s c h e d ­
u le s  f ro m  th e  o n e  a g re e d  u p o n  a t 
th e  m e e tin g  in J id a h . K a b o  on  th e  
o th e r  h a n d ,  in  a n  in te rv ie w  w ith  
F r e e d o m  R a d io ,  C a p ta in  D illi  
b la m e d  th e  K a n o  o f f ic ia ls  fo r  n o t 
b r in g in g  o u t K a n o  p i lg r im s  on  
t im e , a n d  th e y  h a d  to  d iv e r t  K an o  
f l ig h t to  o th e r  s ta te s  in  o r d e r  to  
re d u c e  c o s t  o f  la n d in g  a n d  ta k e  
o ff . O n e  c a n d id  o b s e rv a tio n  h o w ­
e v e r  is th a t  K A B O  u s e d  m o s t o f  
th e  r e g u la r  p i lg r im ’s  f l ig h ts  to  
t r a n s p o r t  m a n y  o f  i ts  I n te r n a ­
t io n a l  P i lg r im s  w h o  w a n te d  to  
r e tu rn  h o m e  e a r ly ,  c a u s in g  a lo t 
o f  p ro b le m  f o r  th e  p i lg r im s .  O n  
o n e  s u c h  in c id e n t ,  it w a s  r e ­
p o r te d  th a t  th e  a i r c r a f t  h a d  a b o u t 
3 0  p e o p le  s i t t in g  o n  th e  f lo o r  o f

th e  a ir c r a f t ,  a  p ra c t ic e  th a t  i s  n o t 
a l lo w e d  in  th e  a v ia t io n  in d u s try  
a n y w h e r e  in  th e  w o r ld .  S o m e  
p i lg r im s  w h o  w e re  in  th e  a irc ra f t  
s a id  th e  a i r c r a f t  h a d  p r o b le m s  
ta k in g  o f f  a n d  h a d  to  a b o r t  a n d  
re tu rn  to  ta rm a c  fo r  th e  e x c e s s  
p a s s e n g e r s  to  b e  d is e m b a r k e d ,  a 
c la im  w h ic h  K a b o  o f f ic ia ls  d e ­
n ied .

A  fac t w h ic h  I w a s  a  w itn e s s  
to  in o u r  f l ig h t  o n  th e  n ig h t o f  th e  
I 6 'h J a n u a r y  w a s  th e  in c lu s io n  
o f  In te rn a t io n a l  p i lg r im  p a s s e n ­
g e rs  in th e  a irc ra f t d e sp ite  th e  fa c t 
th a t w e  as p a ss e n g e rs  fro m  B eb e ji 
w e re  a b o u t 4 8 0 . A s  a  re s u lt,  s o m e  
p a s s e n g e r s  w h o  c o u ld  n o t g e t  a 
s e a t  in  th e  e c o n o m y  c la s s  w e re  
g iv e n  f irs t c la s s  a c c o m m o d a te .

It s h o u ld  a ls o  b e  n o te d  th a t 
K a b o  A ir  w a s  v e ry  s tr ic t  in c o m ­
p l ia n c e  w ith  its  e a r l ie r  w a rn in g  
th a t  it w o u ld  n o t a c c e p t  a n y th in g  
in e x c e s s  o f  10 k g  in  h a n d  lu g ­
g a g e , o r  b e y o n d  th e  o f f ic ia l  p i l ­
g r im s  a n d  lu g g a g e  g iv e n  b y  K a n o  
P i l g r im s  W e l f a r e  B o a r d .  T h is  
w a s  im p le m e n te d  to  th e  la te r ,  a s  
m a n y  s tu b b o rn  p i lg r im s  w h o  a re  
u s e d  to  th e  o ld  r o w d y  s c e n e s  o f  
cuwa-cuwa  a t J e d d a h  w e re  s u r ­
p r is e d  a t th e  s te m  c o m p lia n c e  b y  
K a b o  o f f ic ia ls .  M a n y  lo s t th e i r  
v a lu a b le  i te m s , e s p e c ia l ly  g if ts  in 
th e  p r o c e s s ,  a s  th e y  w e re  d i s ­
c a r d e d  w ith  im p u n ity  b y  K a b o  
o f f ic i a ls .  A l th o u g h  s o m e  s ta te  
P i lg r im s  W e lfa re  B o a rd  o f f ic ia ls  
e s p e c i a l l y  K e b b i ,  S o k o to  a n d  
N a sa ra w a  m a d e  a rra n g e m e n ts  fo r  
s u c h  th ro w n  a w a y  i te m s  to  b e  
re tu rn e d  v ia  c a r g o  to  th e i r  o w n ­
e rs . K an o  S ta te  a lso  jo in e d  in su ch  
g e s tu r e  a f te r  w e  w e re  b o a rd e d  in 
th e  a irc ra f t  w h e n  a n  o f f ic ia l  a n ­
n o u n c e d  t h a t  M a la m  I b r a h im  
S h c k a ra u  h e a rd  o f  th e  e x c e s s  lu g ­
g a g e  p ro b le m s ,  a n d  h a s  o rd e re d  
th a t  th e y  b e  c a r r i e d  a s  c a r g o  
a lo n g  w ith  th e  p i lg r im s ,  a n  a n ­
n o u n c e m e n t  th a t  w a s  g r e e te d  
w ith  'Allah Ya M ainwita  ” . B u t 
th e  S e c re ta ry  o f  P i lg r im s  B o a rd  
w a rn e d  th a t  s u c h  m a g n a n im ity  
w o u ld  n o t b e  e x te n d e d  to  a n y  
p i lg r im  in  fu tu r e  w h o  f lo u t  o ff i­
c ia l ru le s  o n  h a n d  lu g g a g e .

N ig e r ia n s  as b e g g a r s  on 
M a k k a h  Street

A  ra th e r  p a th e tic  a n d  d is tu rb ­
in g  s c e n e  th a t  s h o u ld  b e  m e n ­
t io n e d  w ith  th e  h o p e  th a t  N ig e ­
rian  d ip lo m a tic  o ff ic ia ls  in N ig e ria  
a n d  S a u d i A ra b ia  m a y  d o  s o m e ­
th in g  to  r e d e e m  o u r  c o u n t r y 's  
im a g e  in S a u d i A ra b ia ,  is  th e  is­
s u e  o f  N ig e r ia n s ,  m o s tly  fro m  d ie  
n o r th e rn  p a r t ,  w h o  a rc  in v o lv e d  
in  s t r e e t  b e g g in g  in M a k k a h . A t  
t h e  e n d  o f  e v e r y  p r a y e r  a t  
H A R A M , y o u  c o m e  a c r o s s  d o z ­
e n s  o f  w o m e n ,  c h i ld re n ,  g ir l s  o f  
m a r r ia g e a b le  a g e , h a n d ic a p s  a n d  
e v e n  a b le  b o d ie d  p e rs o n s ,  s i t t in g  
in th e  m id d le  o f  th e  s t r e e t s  le a d ­
in g  o u t  o f  th e  H o ly  M o s q u e  b e g ­

g in g  f o r  a lm s .  W o rs t o f  a ll  a n d  
th e  m o s t  d i s h e a r t e n i n g  is  th e  
s ig h t o f a  w o m e n  u s in g  h e r  n e w ly  
b o m  b a b ie s  to  beg . A v v o jn an  w h o  
s a id  h e r  b a b y  w a s  j u s t  6  d a y s  
o ld  s a id  s h e  h a d  to  c o m e  to  b e g  
f o r  th e  b a b ie s  b e c a u s e  th e  a u ­
th o r i t ie s  in  M a k k a h  u 'o u ld  n o t 
a l lo w  th e m  to  c o m e  o u t  a n d  e a rn  
a  l iv in g .  W h e n  a s k e d  w h y  s h e  
c a n n o t  re tu rn  h o m e  to  N ig e r ia  
w i th  h e r  b a b y  to  h e r  r e la t iv e s  
w h o  s h e  c l a i m e d  w e r e  f r o m  
K a ts in a .  s h e  s a id  th e y  h e a rd  all 
s o r ts  o f  b a d  n e w s  a b o u t th e  p o o r  
e c o n o m ic  c o n d it io n  a t h o m e , ft 
is re a lly  p a th e tic  a n d  in h u m a n  fo r 
a  b a b y  o f  j u s t  s ix  d a y s  to  b e  e x ­
p o s e d  to  s u c h  c o n d i t io n s .  T h e  
s i tu a t io n  m a y  b e  b a d  a t h o m e , 
b u t a l lo w in g  s u c h  u g ly  a t t i tu d e  
a m o n g  w e  n o r th e rn e rs  in p a r tic u ­
la r  is u n - ls la m ic  a s  it is  in h u m a n .

It i s l i ig h  t i in e N ig e r ia n s ,  e s ­
p e c i a l l y  n o r t h e r n  e x t r a c t i o n ,  
s h o u ld  lia is e  w ith  N ig e r ia n  a u ­
th o r i t ie s  in S a u d i A ra b ia  to  b a n  
s u c h  b e g g in g  o n  th e  s tre e t  d u r in g  
H a jj. T h e r e  m a n y  s u c h  N ig e r i ­
a n s  fro m  th e  N o r th  w h o  a re  in ­
v o lv e d  in  h a w k in g  a l o n g  th e  
s id e w a lk  in  b o th  M a k k a h  a n d  
M a d in a ,  a n d  a lw a y s  h a v in g  a 
r u n n in g  b a t t l e  w ith  th e  p o l ic e  
w h o  try  to  d i s p e r s e  th e m . T h a t 
a t  le a s t i s  m o r e  d ig n i f y in g  th a n  
begging.

Conclusion
It h a s  p ra c t ic a l ly  b e c o m e  a  

n o rm  in  o u r  n a tio n a l l i f e  in  th is  
c o u n try  th a t  w e  a p p ro a c h  e v e ry  
p r o b le m ,  e v e ry  is s u e  a n d  ev ery  
e v e n t w ith  f ire  b r ig a d e  a p p ro a c h . 
M o s t o f  th e  t im e  th e s e  a c t io n s  
a r e  in te n t io n a l  b e c a u s e  th a t  is  
h o w  p e o p le  m a k e  q u ic k  m o n e y  
f ro m  p u b lic  fu n d s .  F o r  H a jj ,  it 
h a s  b e c o m e  a n  a n n u a l d is a s te r  
P a s t  f a ilu re s  h a v e  a lw a y s  b e e n  
b la m e d  o n  la te  p re p a ra t io n .  B u t 
w h a t e x c u s e  h a s  th e  N a tio n a l P il­
g r im s  D ire c to ra te  th is  t im e  b e ­
c a u s e  it b e g a n  p r e p a ra t io n  early  
e n o u g h  a n d  e v e n  c lo s e d  c o l le c ­
t io n  o f  H a jj  f a re  t h r e e  m o n th s  
b e fo re  H a jj.

I f  w e  m u s t  s u c c e e d  a s  a  n a ­
tio n , a s  a  p e o p le  a n d  a s  a  r e s p o n ­
s ib le  s o c ie ty  w e  m u s t  c h a n g e  o iu  
a t t i t u d e  to w a r d s  a n y  n a t io n a l  
a s s ig n m e n t  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  g e ttin g  
q u ic k  m o n e y . P ro f .  G w a n d u  w a s  
a l lo w e d  to  c o n t in u e  to  h e a d  the 
D i r e c to r a t e  b e c a u s e  h e  w a s  a  
h o n e s t  m a n , b u t  a re  o th e rs  w o rk ­
in g  u n d e r  h im  th e  s a m e ?  U ntT  
G o d  f e a r in g  p e o p le  a re  a llo w e d  
to  le a d  th e  a n n u a l  H a jj p i lg r im ­
a g e  f ro m  th e  s ta te s  to  n a tio n a l 
lev e l, u n til H ajj s e a so n  Ls n o t seen  
a s  a n o th e r  lu c ra t iv e  s e a s o n ,  a n c  
u n til  th o s e  fo u n d  w a n tin g  in  th e  
d is c h a rg e  o f  th e ir  re sp o n s ib il itie s  
d u r in g  H a jj a re  b ro u g h t  to  b o o l, 
to  s e rv e  a s  d e te r r e n t ,  H a jj o p e ra  
t io n s  f ro m  N ig e r ia  w ill c o n tin u e  
to  b e  b u s in e s s  a s  u s u a l.

Kano’s 2006 hajj in
Jiddah
S o  m u c h  h a s  b e e n  w r i t t e n  

a n d  s a id  a b o u t  th e  f a i l u r e  o f  
K a n o  S ta te  P i lg r im s  B o a r d  to  
fu lf ill  th e  p ro m is e  o f  th e  G o v e r ­
n o r  to  p ro v id e  fo o d  fo r  K a n o  p il­
g r im s  d u r in g  th e  o b l ig a to ry  s ta -. 
a t  M u n a .  A ra fa t  a n d  a t  J id d s» i 
A irp o r t  w h e n  th e  p ilg r im s  a re  «.* 
th e i r  w a y  h o m e . T h e  r a t io n .. ', ;  
b e h in d  th is , a c c o rd in g  to  s o u s^  :;? 
c lo s e  to  th e  g o v e rn o r ,  w a s  to  e -« c  
th e  p ro b le m  p ilg r im s  u su a lly  ' -:;e  
in th e s e  th re e  p la c e s  w h e re  >od 
is e i th e r  s c a rc e  o r  n o t I n .  e n ic  
e n o u g h  fo r  c o n s u m p t io n  s  w a s  
th e  c a s e  d u r in g  la s t v e a ’' . H a jj.  
M o n e y  w a s  b u d g e te d  ;il r ig h t  
b u t p i lg r im s  n e v e r  saw  th e  fo o d  
d u r in g  th e i r  f ir s t d a  s  in M u n a  
a n d  a t  A ra fa t. M o re  b a f f l in g  vv a s  
a c o n fe s s io n  b y  o n e  o f  th e  b o a rd  
m e m b e rs  o f  K a n o  S ta te  P ilg r im s  
B o a r d .  A l h a j i  T i j j a n i  B a l a  
K a la ra w i a t  A ra fa t  th a t  s ix  v e h i ­
c le s  lo a d e d  w ith , f o o d  fo r  K a n o  
S ta te  p i lg r im s  h a v e  d is a p p e a re d  
in to  th in  a ir . W o rs t s t i l l ,  th e  o n ly  
v e h ic le  th a t  fo u n d  its  w a y  in to  
th e  K a n o  a re a  N o . 2 0 , w a s  lo a d e d  
w i th  r o t t e n  fo o d  th a t  a n d  n o t  
g o o d  fo r  c o n s u m p t io n .  A ll th e  
jo u r n a l i s t s  w h o  t r a v e l le d  w ith  
K a n o 's  p i lg r im s  saw  th e  ro tte n  
fo o d , an d  s o m e  f ru its  th a t a c c o m ­
p a n ie d  th e m . A f te r  S h e ik  T ija n n i 
B ala  K a la ra w i 's  re v e la tio n , K a n o  
P ilg rim s  O ff ic ia l  m a d e  fran tic  e f ­
fo r ts  to  g e t  a  b e t te r  a l te rn a t iv e  
fo r  th e  p i lg r im s  w h e n  th e y  r e ­
tu r n e d  to  M u n a  th e  f o l l o w in g  
d ay . A t le a s t th e  p i lg r im s  w e re  
g iv e n  fo o d  tw ic e . O n e  w a s  a  s e t  
o f  fo u r  e g g s ,  tw o  d o u g h n u ts  a n d  
o n e  d r i n k  e s t i m a t e d  a t  t h r e e  
S a u d i R iy a ls . W h a t h a p p e n e d  to  
th e  m o n e y  b u d g e te d  b y  th e  g o v ­
e rn o r  fo r  s u c h  fe e d in g ?

A c c o r d in g  to  D r. B a s h ir ,  a 
m e m b e r  o f  th e  P i lg r im s  F e e d in g  
C o m m it te e  to  th is  y e a r 's  H a jj,  
f iv e  fe e d in g  e x e rc ise s  w e re  s la ted  
fo r  K a n o  s ta te  p i lg r im s  d u r in g  
th is  y e a r 's  H a jj ,  tw o  m e a ls  a t 
A ra fa t ,  tw o  a t  M u n a  a n d  o n e  a t 
J id d a h .  O n e  L a z iz i  R e s ta u ra n t  
w a s  g iv e n  th e  fe e d in g  c o n tra c t  a t 
M u n a  a n d  A b d a l la h  w a s  g iv e n  
th a t o f  A ra fa t, a n d  e a c h  m e a l w a s  
to  c o s t  10 S a u d i R iy a ls  fo r  th e  
7 5 0 0  p i l g r i m s  t o  t h i s  H a j j .  
Dr. B a s h ir  a d d e d  th a t  th e  c o n tra c t  
c o v e r e d  p r e p a ra t io n  a n d  d i s t r i ­
b u t io n  o f  th e  c o o k e d  f o o d  a t  
M u n a  a n d  A ra fa t  b y  th e  c o n t r a c ­
to rs  a n d  th e  fo o d  w a s  to  b e  p r e ­
p a re d  a t A ra fa t  n o t ta k e n  f ro m  
s o m e w h e re  e lse .  H e  s ta te d  th a t 
4 0  p e r  c e n t o f  th e  a m o u n t  w a s  
p a id  to  th e  c o n t r a c to r s  w ith  a  
p ro m is e  th a t th e  b a la n c e  w ill be  
p a id  to  th e m  la te r . W h a t  h a p ­
p e n e d  a c c o r d in g  to  D r. B a s h ir  
w a s  th a t th e re  w e re  tw o  v e h ic le s  
c a r r y i n g  f o o d  to  p i l g r i m s  o n  
A ra fa t  d a y . o n e  h a d  f r u i ts  a n d  
th e  o t h e r  h a d  f o o d  a n d  o th e r  
c o o k in g  u te n s ils . I le  s a id  th a t o n e  
o f  th e  v e h ic le ,  th e  o n e  c a r r y in g  
fo o d  a n d  u te n s i ls  m is s e d  h is  e x i t  
an d  h a d  to  g o  ro u n d  a g a in  to  m a k e  
a  s c c o n d  a t te m p t  a n d  b y  th e  t im e  
h e  w a s  a b le  to  g e t  to  K a n o  s ta le  
a re a ,  it w a s  a lm o s t  5 p m  a n d  th e  
fo o d  th e y  c a r r ie d  h a d  b e e n  c o n ­
ta m in a te d .  H e  s a id  th e  fo o d  in 
th e  v e h ic le  w a s  m e a n t  f o r  o n ly  
2 0 0 0  p i lg r im s ,  a d d in g  th a t  th e  
F o o d  C o m m it te e  h a d  c a n c e l le d  
th e  c o n tr a c t  a n d  th e  c o n t r a c to r  
h a s  p ro m is e d  to  r e fu n d  th e  r e ­
m a in in g  a m o u n t  o f  m o n e y  n o t 
u s e d  fo r  th e  fe e d in g  w h ic h  w ill  
b e  re tu rn e d  to  g o v e rn m e n t  c o f ­
fe r  m K a n o . I le  h o w e v e r  s a id  th e  
s u m  o f  th re e  S a u d i R iy a ls  w ill b e  
p a id  th e  c o n t r a c to r  f o r  th e  f ru its  
s u p p l ie d .

o l lo w in g  th e  f e e d in g  s c a m  
.nil ’n d A r a f a t ,  th e o f f i c ia i s  

i >t th e  J id d a h  A im o r t  
g b e  c a n c e lle d  a n d  5 0  S au d i 

!>nruled lo  e a c h  k u t .
I; - ; h in  '

■port S o m e  ! ! •• >.

The Sharamunsuro Nigeria market in Mecca
h is  lo c a l g o v e r n m e n t  a r e a  a n d  
B e b e ji C h a i rm a n  w h o  g a v e  2 5  
R iy a ls  to  p i lg r im s  w i th  lo w e r  
B T A .

Information and Ulania
T h e  I n f o r m a t io n  U n it  a n d  

U la m a s  s h o u ld  b e  c o m m e n d e d  
f o r a g o o d  jo b  e sp e c ia lly  a t M u n a  
a n d  A r a f a t .  T h e  U la m a s  p r o ­
v id e d  p r e a c h in g  s e s s io n s  d u r in g  
th e  th re e  d a y  s ta y  in  M u n a  a n d  
a t  A ra fa t  to o  w h ic h  w a s  m o s t  
b e n e f ic ia l  to  p ilg r im s , in  a d d it io n  
to  w h a t  th e y  h a d  d o n e  a t h o m e  
(K a n o )  b e fo re  p i lg r im s ,  d e p a r ­
tu re  a t  th e  S e n s i t iz a t io n  fo ru m , 
B IT A . T h e y  w e r e  a ls o  i n s t r u ­
m e n ta l  a t  s to p p in g  m a jo r i ty  o f  
K a n o  p i lg r im s  f ro m  g o in g  to  th e  
J a m r a t  ( S to n in g  o f  th e  D e v il)  
e a r ly  o n  th e  la s t  d a y  o f  M u n a  
s t a y  w h e n  t h e  s t a m p e d e  o c ­
c u r re d .  T h e y  a ll  s ta y e d  b e h in d  
a le r t in g  th e  p i lg r im s  o n  th e  d e ­
v e lo p m e n t  a t  th e  J a m r a t .  w h ile  
th e  s ta m p e d e  w a s  g o in g  o n . D e ­
s p i te  th is  e f fo r t ,  m a n y  p i lg r im s  
d e f ie d  th e ir  a d v ic e  a n d  w e n t  o n  
w ith  th e  s to n in g  w h ic h  c a u s e d  
th e m  s u f fe r in g s  a n d  s o m e  e v e n  
lo s t th e i r  liv e s .

T h e  In f o r m a t io n  U n it  a ls o  
d e s e rv e s  c o m m e n d a t io n  fo r  th e ir  
ro le  e sp e c ia lly  in lin k in g  fam ilie s , 
fr ie n d s  a n d  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  lo s t 
a n d  fo u n d  ite m s . M a n y  f a m ilie s  
w h o  lo s t c o n ta c t  a f te r  th e  A ra fa t  
ru s h  w e re  a b le  to  t ra c e  th e ir  r e la ­
t iv e s  v ia  th e  p u b l ic  a d d re s s  s y s ­
te m  m o u n te d  a t th e  U la m a s  T en t. 
A n  e x ce p tio n a l a n d  c o m m e n d a b le  
a l t i tu d e  o f  K a n o  S ta te  p i lg r im s  
e s p e c i a l l y  d u r i n g  th e  s ta y  in  
M u n a  w a s  th e ir  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  
S h a r ia h  d ic ta te s  o n  m is s in g  a n d  
fo u n d  i t e m s .  J e w e l r ie s ,  h a n d ­
b a g s ,  i n c lu d in g  m o n ie s  w e r e  
fo u n d  a n d  ta k e n  to  th e  a n n o u n c ­
e r s  to  b e  re tu rn e d  to  th e ir  o w n ­
e rs .  A  la d y  p ic k e d  a  p u r s e  f il le d  
w ith  j e w e l r y  w o r th  o v e r  3 0 0 0  
R iy a ls ,  b u t  r e tu r n e d  it. A ls o  a 
m a n  fo u n d  3 0 0  U S  D o lla r s  a n d  
r e tu r n e d  it to  i ts  o w n e r .  O v e r
5 0 ,0 0 0  R iy a ls  w o r th  o f  p r o p ­
erty , ite m s  a n d  g o o d s  w e re  fo u n d  
a n d  r e tu rn e d ,  a  s p ir i t  w h ic h  w a s  
h i g h l y  c o m m e n d e d  b y  th e  
U la m a s .  in c lu d in g  th e  Haziri o f  
K a n o . S h e ik  Isa  W az ir i.

The stampede
W h a t w a s  d e sc r ib e d  b y  S a u d i 

a u th o r i t i e s  a n d  n e w s p a p e r s  a s  
s t a m p e d e  w 'a s  n o t  a c t u a l l y  a 
s ta m p e d e  p e r  s e ,  b u t a  ‘ m a s s iv e  
s t a n d s t i l l ’ . E y e w i tn e s s e s  w h o  
w e re  in  th e  m id s t  o f  th e  s ta n d ­
s till  n a r ra te d  h o w  S a u d i i! lita ry  
p e rs o n n e l  a b r u p th  s to  * *d th e  
st'a oi >eopie nv.>viny, v  -:-v .

b e  o n  th e  s id e  o f  th e  J a m ra t w h e n  
th e  s o ld ie r s  c u t  o f f  th e  s u rg in g  
c ro w d , fo rc e d  th e  s u rg in g  c ro w d  
o f  p i lg r im s  to  a  s ta n d s t i l l  w h ile  
a t  th e  s a m e  t im e  m o re  p i lg r im s  
w e re  p u s h in g  f ro m  b e h in d  th e m  
w ith o u t  k n o w in g  th a t  th e  p e o ­
p le  in th e  f ro n t  w e re  n o t  m o v in g . 
T h is  s ta n d s t i l l  a n d  th e  p u s h  f ro m  
b e h in d  c re a te d  h u m a n  j a m ,  th a t 
c a u s e d  m a n y , e s p e c ia l ly  th e  e ld ­
e r ly  a n d  w e a k  o n e s ,  to  s u f fo c a te .  
B y  th e  t im e  th e  m il i ta ry  p e r s o n ­
ne l a llo w e d  th e  c ro w d  to  c o n tin u e  
in th e ir  s u rg e  to w a rd s  th e  J a m ra t .  
th e  p re s s u re  o f  th e  s u rg in g  c ro w d  
w a s  to o  g re a t  th a t  m a n y  o f  th e  
s o ld ie r s  c o u ld  n o t  g e t  o u t  a n d  
w e re  t ra m p le d  u s . T h a t  a ls o  e x ­
p la in e d  th e  18 c a s u a l t ie s  o f  m i l i ­
ta ry  o f f ic e r s  f ro m  th e  S a u d i S e ­
c u r i ty  A g e n c ie s .  O v e r  3 6 0  p e o ­
p le  lo s t th e i r  liv e s  in th e  s ta n d ­
s t i l l .  w ith  N ig e r ia  re c o rd in g  10 
c a s u a l t ie s  w h ile  s o m e  w e re  in ­
ju re d .

R eturn  jo u rn e y
W ith  th e  c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  

H a jj R ite s  a f te r  th e  la s t J a m r a t  
r i te .  K a n o  S ta te  p i lg r im s ,  e s p e ­
c ia l ly  th o s e  w h o  c a m e  e a r ly  a n d  
h a d  v is ite d  M ad in a , b e g a n  p re p a ­
r a t i o n  f o r  t h e  j o u r n e y  h o m e ,  
w h i le  th o s e  w h o  c a m e  la te r  p re ­
p a re d  to  g o  Tor th e  Zivarah  v is it  
to  M a d in a . T h e  lu g g a g e  fo r  K an o  
p i lg r im s  w h ic h  w a s  o rd e re d  fro m  
C h in a ,  a c c o r d i n g  to  P i l g r im s  
B o a rd  o f f ic ia ls ,  w a s  v e ry  g o o d . 
It w a s  b ig  e n o u g h  to  a c c o m m o ­
d a te  m o s t g if t s  p u rc h a s e d  b y  a n y  
r e a s o n a b le  A lh a ji ,  n o t th e  b u s i­
n e s s m a n  A lh a ji .  F o r tu n a te ly  fo r  
th e  f ir s t  tw o  lo c a l g o v e rn m e n ts ,  
D o g u w a  a n d  B eb e ji, th e  p ilg r im s  
s h o w e d  m a tu r i ty  in a d h e r in g  to  
th e  a d v is e  a n d  w a r n in g  o f  K a n o  
S ta te  P i lg r im s  W e lfa re  o f f ic ia ls  
th a t  n o  a d d i t io n a l  i te m s  s h o u ld  
b e  a tta c h e d  to  th e  b a g g a g e  a s  w a s  
th e  p r a c t i c e  in  th e  p a s t  T h is  
t im e , o n ly  th e  lu g g a g e s  w e re  a l-  
lo w e d .  a n d  th e  p i lg r im s  c o m ­
p lie d .  IT iin  a c c o r d in g  to  K a n o  
S ta te  Pi I u: u n s  W e lfa re  o f f ic ia ls  
w a s  a s  a  re s u l t  o f  a n  a g re e m e n t  
e n te re d  in to  w ith  th e  A ir l in e  C a r ­
r ie r ,  K A B O  A ir , th a t  o n ly  o n e  
c h e c k e d  in  lu g g a g e  o f 4 0  K l; w ith ­
o u t  a t ta c h m e n t a n d  o n e  h a n d  lu g ­
g a g e  o f  10  k g  w ill b e  a  I low ed .

T h e  d is a p p o in tm e n t s  h o w ­
e v e r  b e g a n  to  r e a r  its  h e a d  a t 
J id d a h  d u r in g t h e  re tu rn  jo u rn ey . 
T h o u g h  w e  w e re  n o t a  w itn e s s  
to  .lie  o i . lu  ;io n , c h a o s  a n d  c r i -  
- i 1 it t r a i le d  !lie l l a j i  a t h e ta i l  

;rcisfr,bu n a n -  
• s t a r t e d i t s  -turn 

ved. 
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E k o  T r u s t
LASG gives AP 7-day ultimatum on road rehabilitation
In an effort to ensure free 

flow  o f  tra ff ic  on  the 
roads o f  Lagos State and 

r e m o v e  an y  im p e d im e n t 
w hich m ay com pound traf­
fic problem , the Lagos State 
g o v e rn m e n t h as  g iv e n  a 
seven day ultim atum  to A f­
rican Petroleum  to open up
and rehabilita te  the service ■»
lane w hich the oil m arketer 
b locked w ith her perim eter 
fence.

The C om m issioner for 
T ra n sp o rta tio n , Dr. M uiz 
Banire, made the declaration 
w hile b riefing  new sm en in 
his office on the outcom e o f  
the tour o f  some traffic black 
spots w hich constitu ted  im ­
ped im en ts to free flow  o f  
tra ffic  and security  in the 
state by stakeholders in the 
transporta tion  Industry.

The com m issioner said 
th e  s ta k e h o ld e r s  u n a n i ­
m ously agreed that A frican 
Petroleum  should be given 
a seven day ultim atum  to re­
m ove her p erim ete r fence 
w hich has been h indering  
road users from having ac­
cess to the already existing  
se rv ic e  lan e , an d  to  a lso

PHCN instals | 
prepaird metres
By M oham m ed Shosanya,

j C orrespondent (Lagos) j

The P ow er H oldings 
Com pany o f  N igeria 
(PHCN), Ikeja Distri­

bution, zone has announced 1 
the com m encem ent o f  instal- j  

lation o f  prepaym ent metres j  

at Ayao and M agodo Estates | 
in Lagos.

A statement from the Prin­
cipal Manager, Public Affairs 
o f  the zone, Pekun Adeyanjo, 
recently explained that the in­
s ta l la t io n  is p a r t o f  th e  | 
proactive drive o f  the zone to 
improve its services to numer­
ous electricity customers.

“W ith the  p rep a y m en t i  

metre scheme, our valued cus- ! 
tom ers will begin to enjoy 
various advantages as esti­
mated billings; disconnection 
o f  supply will no longer exist. 
Customers are to also benefit : 
from the pay-as-you-go con- j 

sumc transparency in electric­
ity consumption management I 
and instant history o f  trans-1 
ac tion  re q u e s t,” the sta te- 
ment added.

It further stated that a to- j  

'.al number o f  1,000 single and 
Three phase prepared m etres I 
are to be installed in M agodo, ; 
while 1,300 num bers wili be j 
nstalled Ajao Estate.

By O lum ide Bajulaive,
L_ Correspondent (Lagos)

make the truck road passable 
for tanker drivers.

Banire also directed that 
T exaco and C onoil should 
w ithin seven days clear their 
frontage and rehabilita te the 
road and the drains around 
their loading stations.

In ad d itio n , the D epot 
an d  P e tro le u m  P ro d u c ts  
M a rk e te r s  A s s o c ia t io n  
(D A PPM A ) Ibru Port C om ­
plex popularly  referred to as 
Ibafon Petrol D epot should 
also as a m atter o f  urgency, 
evacuate all their oil tankers 
parked ind iscrim inately  on 
the roads, open the service 
lane

H e p o in te d  o u t th a t  
rather than parking at unap­
proved  places, independent 
oil m arke ters in the S tate 
should  com ply w ith the D i­
rectorate  o f  Petroleum  Re­
so u rc e s  g u id e lin e  w h ich  
s t ip u la te s  th a t a d e q u a te  
park ing  lots w hich w ill at 
least accom m odate 50 trucks j 
or tankers be provided for 
the ir trucks w hich are used 
for haulage business.

Banire w arned oil m ar­
keters to com ply with the d i­
rective o f  the S takeholders 
C om m ittee or be prepared to 
face the full wrath o f  the law, 
a d d in g  th a t  g o v e rn m e n t 
w ould not condone any act 
o f  ind isc ip line  or law less­
ness on the road or an act 
w hereby tanker drivers con­
stitu te a m enace on the road 
th e re b y  e n d a n g e r in g  the  
lives o f  o ther road users.

The stake holders m eet­
ing w as chaired  by the Hon­
ou rab le  C om m issioner for 
T ra n sp o rta tio n , Dr. M uiz 
Banire and o ther m em bers !

No fewer than 15.000 
people have so far 
tu rn e d  up fo r 

screening under the free limb 
deform ity correction surgery 
p ro g ra m m e  o f  she L agos 
State Government.

Officials o f  the Ministry 
o f  Health disclosed this as the 
fo u rth  ro u n d  o f  the  p ro ­
gramme was k ick td -o ff at the 
Lagos Island General H ospi­
tal. Broad Street Lagos on 
M onday. T hey  sa id  abou t
1.000 out o f  this figure have 
had their deformed limbs suc­
cessfully corrected. Com mis­
sioner for Health. Dr Leke 
Pitan, who was at the hospi-

including the representative 
o f  the L ocal G o v ern m en t 
C h a irm e n , P a s to r
O je la b i,th e  L agos S ec to r  
Com m ander, Federal Road 
S a fe ty  C o rp s  (F R S C ) ,

tal on T uesday to  oversee 
activities at the point o f  op­
eration, said each round at­
tracts as many as 3,000 peo­
ple with deformed limbs who 
com e for screening.

He, however, added that 
about 300 are operated per 
each round, which, according 
to him , adds up to not less 
than 1,000 corrective surger­
ies for the four rounds so far.

P itan  p o in ted  ou t that, 
that o f  the total num ber o f  
people that turned out for the 
s c re e n in g , a s ig n if ic a n t 
num ber are given clutches or 
wheel chairs, leaving the oth­
ers with the option o f  surgery.

Mr.Ayobami Omiyale, Secre­
tary o f  the N ational U nion 
o f  P e tro leum  and N atu ra l 
G as W orkers (N U P E N G ), 
C h ief Joseph A kinlaja, S ec­
retary o f  the N ational A sso-

launched a reprisal attack on 
its rival on Tuesday.

Confirm ing the incident, 
Lagos State Police Public Re­
la tio n s  O ff ic e r , O lu b o d e  
Ojajuni, stressed that the ri­
val group, numbering over 30 
an d  w ie ld in g  d a n g e ro u s  
w eap o n s such as cu d g e ls  
and cutlasses overran Ajah 
M otor Park and the adjacent

He stressed that the pro­
gramme is free, as the follow- 
up trea tm en t and care  for 
those successfully  operated 
upon are also free.

The com m issioner, who 
went round the wards to see 
the sta te o f  som e o f  those 
operated upon under the pro­
gramme, also noted thdt eligi­
bility for the programme is free 
and required no bureaucracy. 
“The selection criterion for 
eligibility for the programme 
is for the person With a de­
formed limb to just walk out 
o f  his house and com e to the 
screening centre,” Pitan said.

c ia tion  o f  R ead  T ra isp o r t 
O w ners (NARTO), B arrister 
E.B Kanawa, the Vice Chair­
m an o f  the N ational Union 
o f  Road T ransport W orkers 
(N U R T W ), A lh a j i  Salca

Ade Road.
They attacked members o f 

the rival group who were the 
a lleg e d  a g g re sso rs  in  the 
Ja n u a ry  16 b lo o d y  c la sh  
w hich claim ed seven lives. 
O jajun i o b se rv e d  th a t the 
quick response o f  a team o f 
anti-robbery policem en from 
A jah  D iv is ion  and P o lice  
M obile Force (PM F) to the

Dr. Dolapo Fasawe, coor­
dinator o f the programme who 
spoke on the feat achieved so 
far by the group o f  surgeons 
and o ther m edical experts 
with the limb deform ity cor­
rection programme, said 100 
per cen t su ccess  ra te  has 
been achieved so far with no 
case o f  death

“About 90 per cent o f  our 
patients are discharged a day ! 
after the surgery, som e are 
still under going follow-ups ! 
while others are recuperating 
very well. I must say it has I 
been without any case o f  fa- ; 
tality so far,” Fasawe said.

Saula, representative 
N igeria Police, Superir 
'n t  o f  P o l ic e ,  Fr. 
Skanem  and N igeriai 

'nresentative, Lt. Col

scene o f  the clash pre\ enu 
the situation from dege:' 
ing.

In another develop- 
the police have arreste.l . 
members o f  a five-man arm; 
robbery gang responsibl. 
the attack on two reside i 
o f  M ush in , L agos dur 
which three mobile hand 
and N 2 4 .000 were stok

B riefing new sm en o . 
the success recorded b\ 
police, Ojajuni noted th i 

| tw o  su sp e c ts , G be 
A d eb a y o  and K az e . 
Agunbiade, w ere arrest .\

I a team o f anti-robbery p 
m en, w ho w ere  on p

I along lyala Street, M ush1 
Sunday.

According to him, in : 
diately the suspects we: 
res ted , tw o v ic tim s, A 
B ad m u s and  A kin  
Slakino, both residents o \  
36, lyala Street, Mushin ca 
to M ushin D ivision, u f  
they identified their a -  
ants.

The three m obile hji 
sets and N 2 4 ,000 were rev. 
ered from the suspects

' awrence.

F orm er Gov. o f  Hayelsa Stute, D ieriye A lam iseigha am idst E F C C  tigh t security  at the F ederal High Court, Ikoyi fa c in g  a lau n dn , . 
charge... Wednesday P ix : O la d ip u p o  O d u iu

Aja crisis: N U R T W  faction s clash  again
W hile  e ffo rts  are 

been made by the 
Lagos State gov­

ernm ent to ensure that peace 
returns to Ajah, two factions 
o f  the National Union o f  Road 
Transport Workers (NURTW) 
clashed again. Over the week­
end, a faction o f  the union 
which casualties in a bloody
c la sh  a t the  w ee k en d

15,000 turn up for limb deformity correction |
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Alhaji Gambo Magaji is the secretary ofthe ANPP’s Board 
n f Trustees (BOT). A form a delegate to the defunct 
National Confab, the astute politician discussed the 
Nigerian situation. He decries the blame heaped on the 
North and concludes, that the South can not continue to 
intimidate tit North with oil re sources. He contends that 
power must have to shift to the North. Commenting also 
on the government's anti-corruption war, he said it is a 
mere charade. He spoke to Political Editor, Emmanuel 
Bello. Exceprts:-

the la st T ru stTS  Dialogue the issue was 
-&L that o f  coemption, and  
the E c o n o m ic  a n d  
F in a n c ia l  % : C r im e s
C o m m is s io n  ( F F C C )  
C h a irm a n . M alam  S u h t i 
R ib a d u  c le a r ly  b lam ed  
p o lit ic ia n s , even as he  
exonerates this government 
o f  com plicity in corruption. 
Do you share his views?

C orruption exist in three 
facts: sp iritual, m oral and 
material corruption. EFCC is 
only dealing with one level 
o f  th e se . T h e  m a te r ia l 
c o r ru p tio n  can  n o t be 
co m p le te ly  w iped  un less  
and until you deal with the 
f irs t  tw o . T h e  o th e r  
corruption stem s out o f  the 
s p ir i tu a l  c o r ru p tio n  and  
once you deal with it, you’re 
g e tting  to the roo t o f  the 
matter.

N u h u  R ib a d u , in h is  
limited resources has tried to 
h a n d le  th e  p h y s ic a l 
corruption, because he has 
at le as t, in s till  fea r (n o t 
d isc ip lin e )  in the  m odus 
O p e ra n d i o f  th e  p u b lic  
sector. He needs to go into 
the private sector as well. 
But his success is lim ited 
un less  he dea ls  w ith  the 
sp ir i tu a l  and  m o ra l 
corruption.

E ven  th e  o n e  h e  is 
fighting he still has a long 
way to go. H e’s limited as 
w e ll. T ake  c o n tra c ts  fo r  
example. Today, if  you see 
an advert, don ’t ask for it, 
d o n ’t ap p ly . T h is  is m y 
experience. If you do it, you 
w on’t get it because before 
the  a d v e r t is o u t, the  
contract has been given out. 
The surprising thing is that 
w hen  y o u  go  to  th e  
M in is tr ie s ,  y o u  w ill  be 
in fo rm e d  th a t  th e  to p  
echelon has shared out the 
c o n tra c t even  b e fo re  the 
a d v e r tis e m e n t .  So w h a t 
happened to due process? 
T h is  is th e  m a te r ia l 
corruption. But again, it is 
the m oral co rru p tio n  that 
has led to this.

How  do you  f ig h t  the 
s p ir it u a l a n d  m o ra l 
corruption ?

It is the leadership that 
could begin to mop up that 
sort o f  corruption. Credible 
4 ea d e ta il ip-* ,f'th a t/. l '-uscs 
examples ijeleadiQ o kiecfct®

th a t e v e n  R ibadu  sa id  it 
openly, Ribadu i> doing his 
best, but if  the leadership is 
not com m itted  t ic r e  is no 
way the EFCC cg'T sucixvd.

Is the presid  i t out o f  
th e  o th e r  tw o  ty p e s  o f  
corruption? Is he spiritually 
and m orally up rk  hi? That is 
the question. Because Btiba 
Galadim a challenged Ribadu 
to look  in to  is su es : O ne. 
B uba G aladim a challenged 
h im  to  f in d  o u t w h a t 
h ap p en ed  to e ig h t b illion  
dollars left when Gowon was 
topp led . Two, to  find  out 
w ho  is c o n s tru c t in g  a 
p re s id e n t ia l  v i l la  a t the  
M ambilla Plateau. So these 
are part o f  the problem s o f  
c o r ru p tio n .  We n ee d  a 
le a d e rs h ip  c o m m itte d  to 
wiping out the stigma o f  moral 
bankruptcy. A leader who can 
say yes and stick to it or No 
and do same. It has to do with 
leadership and the sincerity 
attached to the office. Ribadu 
is doing his best, but so long 
the leadership is not honest 
in its  f ig h t a g a in s t  th e  
m enace. But when you have 
a leadership which says one 
th ing  and does ano ther, a 
leadership that can not even 
stick to the budget, you then 
have a problem. It is a moral 
burden. I d o n ’t know why 
an y o n e  sh o u ld  p re se n t a 
b u d g e t an d  th e n  fa ils  to  
implement it.

You m ake a prom ise to 
renege on the prom ise, that 
is a moral problem.

A re  y o u  not sa tisfie d  
that the E F C C  h is gone out 
to arrest top members o f  the 
g o ve rn m e n t su ch  as the  
fo r m e r  IG  o f  police, a state 
Governor and  J ;  inisters. Is  
th is not an im i-a t io n  o f  
commitment?

Before ICPC a id EFCC, 
there w ere other restitutions. 
But because they were not 
g iv e n  th e  * n e c e s sa ry  
s u p p o r ts ,  th r  b ec am e  
irrelevant. Infact, some o f  the 
functions being perform ed 
by the EFCC are duplications 
o f  the other agencies. They 
should be merged to stop the 
duplications. At the moment, 
you  h a v e  fou  a g e n c ie s  
doing the same thing. It is a 
w a s te  an d  a d ra in . Ju s t 
rationalizethem.

On th e  is su e  o f  T afa 
BalgtgptV/aftd -others, w el^t 
fine. But how. much o f  that

us w hat is happening . We 
ough t to know  how  many 
g o v e rn o rs  h a v e  b een  
p e titio n e d  a g a in s t an d  to 
know what they-' have done 
with them. Because I know 
o f  ce rta in  g o v e rn o rs  w ho 
have been petitioned against 
every  year. M any o f  them  
and Ribadu is not telling us. 
He should speak up to stop 
all the rumours. NcxJ time, 
you’ll see a newspaper report 
s a y in g  so -so  n u m b e r  o f  
g o v e rn o rs  h av e  been  
indicted. It is up to Ribadu to 
clarify these issues. He must 
te ll us how  m uch he has 
done. We oug h t to know . 
People have sent petitions 
and have com plained about 
c e r ta in  g o v e rn o rs ,  and  
nothing is been done. This 
is why some say the whole 
thing is selective. If  he wants 
to  re m o v e  th e  to g a  o f  
selectiveness, he should do 
s o m e th in g  a b o u t the 
petitions.

D o you think the E F C C  
boss can  p ro b e  the  
president?

He has a moral problem 
here, because the president 
appointed him. The only way 
he can w riggle out o f  that 
entanglement is to am end the 
Act establishing EFCC and 
m ake it responsib le to the 
National Assembly. Then he 
can investigate anybody. But 
the current situation where 
his em ployer is the executive 
he c a n ’t do  m uch  an d  I 
sym pathised with him.

S o u th e rn  lea ders a re  
begin n ing  to say that the 
North prompted the current 
b u ild  up o f  so u th e rn  
opposition to the issue o f  
pow er shift. Do you agree 
with their position ?

T h ey  - sa id  N o rth  is 
m e e tin g  in v a r io u s  fo ra . 
W h a t 's  w ro n g  w ith  th a t?  
They failed to rem em ber that 
in 1967 w hen sta tes w ere 
c re a te d ,  N o rth e rn  s ta te s  
com e under ICSA (Interim  
C o m m o n  S e rv ic e s
A g e n c ie s ) ;  th e  S o u th  
W estern state and Lagos and 
M id -W est; R iv ers , C ro ss  
Rivers and the South East.

Now because o f  ICSA, 
the North learnt to move as 
o n e  e n tity . T h e re  w ere  
com m on services: Bank o f  
the N o rth , N N D C . W hen 
m ore sta tes w ere created , 
th^i \ye,h*d thenQdUfj.gg?jjp 
in the South West. The South

Up til l  to d ay , the  
N o rth e rn  s ta te s  h av e  
com m on services. Because 
th e ' c o m m o n  se rv ic e s  
re q u ire s  o u r  m e e tin g  fo r 
purely econom ic and social 
p u rp o se s . Boat you  c a n 't  
divorce politics from these 
is s u e s . N o on e  e v e r  
c o m p la in e d  a b o u t th o se  
m eetings.

But because the N orth 
has now rightly  dem anded 
that power should shift to this 
p la c e  , b ased  on the 
understanding reached, we

N PP.too in the government. 
W hen ihe governm ent was 
toppled, it was the military, 
n o t c iv i l ia n s .  T h e  same"- 
m ilitary continued until the 
present dispensation

Now, the N orth  did not 
put the military in power. The 
M ilitary is a constituency o f  
itself and in military practice

/  '

A lh a ji Gambo M agaji
have all these drama. There 
was an understanding which 
cam e from PDP. We in the 
ANPP also w ent along with 
th e  a g re e m e n t s in c e  the 
clam our then was that the 
North has dom inated power 
for years. We said, okay, let 
it go dow n South  fo r the 
civilian slot.

T he N o rth  w as so 
generous, so m agnanim ous 
to allow  for the pow er to 
sh ift. We w ere concerned  
about the unity and survival 

.o f  this country to the extent 
we gave out the leadership 
o f  this country on a platter 
o f  gold. And it is only fair for 
the South to reciprocate, this 
tim e to  the North. But now 
the South wants to keep the 
pow er perpetually because, 
according to them, the North 
has held pow er for 35 years.

But if  you look at it, the 
N orth  has not held pow er 
alone. In the first republic it 
was a coalition governm ent 
o f  NPC and NCNC. Tafawa 
B a lew a w as k illed  and a 
Southerner took over. Later 
on, the so ld iers d isagreed  
and a N ortherner em erged. 
A,n4dHs<ftoi)ti5i|ued MP'lP #>0/ 
titp e r ap-o{he;r .^q>-tljuer/igj-_

the leader o f  the coup leads 
th e  g o v e rn m e n t. N o one 
asked the southerners not to 
lead a coup. W ho prevented 
them ? It happened that the 
N o rth ern ers  w ere perhaps 
m ore c o u ra g e o u s  an d  by 
p rov idence led coups and 
b ec o m e  le a d e rs : B u t the  
N orth  w as no t urg ing  the 
soldiers to take over. So they 
should  not be b lam ing us. 
T ake G o v e rn o r  O y in io la  
O la g u n s o y e  w ho  is a lso  
blam ing the North. Was he 
not a beneficiary o f  a military 
co u p ?  He w as a m ilita ry  
governor. So should we say 
because he w as a m ilitary  
governor he should not rule 
as a c iv i l ia n  g o v e rn o r?  
Should he vacate the Osun 
state governm ent house? So" 
what applies to him  should 
be the sam e, even as when 
he w as a m il ita ry  
a d m in is t ra to r  an d  now  
gov&rnor. The m ilitary is not 
a Northern concept, so d on 't 
blame us for the coups.

They should  b lam e the 
military, not the North. We are 
talking o f  civilian regime and 
in th a t s itu a tio n  th e  vo te  
cu+injs.v f  f  .-tfcey. Tw.in,*
c,onpi}uqTj Ejye^i [y.

in the.N orth seas (when 
oil is from ) in the Un 
K ingdom  ruled Britain 
have y o u  ever heard  
Scottish prim e minister? 
in Russia, the oil is in 
N o rth . H ow  ' m 
N o rth e rn e rs  h av e  i .. 
Russia? Oil has never : 
the basis for political po

S o, th ey  sh o u ld  
fo o lin g  p e o p le  in 
country. It is not an iss: 
resource  tha t yOli-Wa- 
control. This is tender*
So w e sh o u ld  s to p  
parochialism, statism a r  
rest o f  it

I f  they insist they 
then we would ins: 

th e y  in s is t  on 
co n fed era tio n , and  1 
said it before, they sh> 
p lease , fo r goodness 
com e out and tell us abo 
Then we can use five > 
to break it up peacefully 
w hole thing being heap, 
the North: We are para- 
we arc this and that, lazii 
Who are more lazy? W 
producing the oil? Is . 
people them selves? Th. 
is p ro d u c e d  by fo r .  
companies. Oil wealth al i 
the world is national we. 
n o t b e lo n g in g  to  > 
section. If  they w ant to n .  - * 
it a state w ealth, fine! • •

A re you saying the A > 
is  not th rea te n e d  b\ 
confederal arrangement 
which the region w ill hi, 
no o il to live on?

The issue is simple 
a re  ta lk in g  a 
confederation or w hate ■ 
is, you have to chang* 
constitution. And when ■ J  
beyond the constitutior 
go for referendum . If 
even w ant to break u r  
n a t io n , le ts  : go  fc 
referendum.

The truth is that w . 
fed up and do not care . 
if  the nation breaks ur 
are tired o f  being accus 
everything in this coun 
is too much. We can ’t j i  
b ac k  an d  g e t a c c u ' 
abused for all the woes i 
country as if we are the 
people in this country, 
a re  w e n o t sh a rin g  
p roblem -and  solving 
together. L et’s us so! 
to g e th e r  and s to p  al 
blam e game. But we an. 
o f  b e in g  in su lte d  
accused eveiyday.

T ake S o u th -S o u t; 
exam ple. Their troub: 
with their own leaders 
squander all their alloc 
It is not the fault o f  the N 
It is their selfish leader 
com m on man in the S 
S outji today, is pot

co u n terp art. T hose >  .., , .Ms? \ r - r  h.
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I n s i d e  P o l i t i c s
Ml\ Gov Bukar Abba’s burden and the ANPPin Yobe
W ith all the talk, and 

fears, o f  a third term 
in office for current 

political office holders, Yobe 
politics has begun to thicken 
in preparation for 2007, as 
politicians with eyes on the 
G o v e rn m e n t H o u se , 
Damaturu throw the kite to 
test the political waters.

The contest for governor 
o f  the sta te  m ay probably  
turn out to be one o f  the most 
complex and interesting in the 
co u n try , c o n s id e r in g  the 
sheer number o f  people from 
the two wiirapolitical parties, 
n am e ly  the  A ll N ig e r ia  
People’s Party (ANPP) and 
th e  P e o p le ’s D em o c ra tic  
Party (PDP), who have begun 
to show interest in m aking 
th e m se lv e s  a v a ila b le  as 
candidates.

W hile there is strength in 
num bers in a dem ocracy , 
how ever, the num bers this 
time might turn out to become 
a b u rd en  fo r th e  s ta te  
Governor, Alhaji Bukar Abba 
Ibrahim.

The Governor, who will be 
com pleting his second term 
in office in 2007, has now to 
contend with the difficulty o f 
c h o o s in g  w ho to  support 
from amongst several o f  his 
key political allies, who have 
shown interest in running for 
governor under the umbrella 
o f  the ANPP.

N o t th a t th e re  is a 
problem in producing a flag 
bearer for the party. The truth 
is that the choice will not be 
an easy one, considering the 
in trig u es  and  re a litie s  on 
ground.

There are three senatorial 
zo n e s  in Y obe S ta te  
c o m p ris in g  17 loca l 
government areas, and Zone 
A , th e  G o v e rn o r ’s ow n 
se n a to r ia l zo n e , has 
produced the governor since 
1999. Politically , the next 
candidate for governor in the 
ANPP w ould then have to 
com e from  either Zone B, 
comprising o f  Potiskum, Fika, 
F une, and N an g e re  local 
governm ent areas or from  
Zone C, w hich consists o f  
B ade, Ja k u sk o , N g u ru , 
Yusafari and M achina local 
government areas.

A m ong  th e  p eo p le  
widely assumed interested in 
running for governor under 
the ANPP, three come from 
Z o n e  B, n am ely  S en a to r  
Mamman Ali (MAL), Alhaji 
B aba B a ’ab a , c u rre n t 
Secretary to the Yobe State 
Government and the Deputy 
Governor, Alhaji Aliyu Saleh 
B ag are . In Z one  C, tw o 
p erso n s  are know n to be 
in te re s te d  in ru n n in g  fo r 
g o v e rn o r  a lso  u n d e r the 
ANPP and these are Senator 

| Usman Albishir and the party 
! C h a irm an , A lh a ji S id i 
i Karasuwa.

A ll f iv e  p o ss ib le  
! c a n d id a te s  a re  c lo se  
confidants o f Governor Bukar 

i Abba Ibrahim, except Senator 
i M am m an A li, w hose  

re la tio n sh ip  w ith  the 
governor was said to have 
taken a turn for the w orse 

j recently, for reasons that are 
i still largely unclear.

F rom  A b d u lla h i B ego, 
Regional Editor (North East)

differences between them, it 
is as yet unclear w ho w ill 
u ltim ately  pick the ANPP 
tic k e t b e tw e en  S en a to r  
Albishir, seen widely as Bukar 
A bba’s political godfather,

else. Although h e’s been in 
the Senate since 1999, his 
in a b ility  to  in flu en ce  the 
federal authorities to effect 
much-needed repairs on the 
co m p le te ly  w ash e d  ou t 
Nguru-Hadejia highway has 
greatly irked his people, who 
always use the road to travel

A ll th e se  p o s s ib le  
candidates must have to take 
into account the presence o f  
S e n a to r  M am m an A li. 
R e la tio n s  b e tw e en  the 
second time Senator and the 
Governor Bukar Abba may 
not be good at present but 
M A L, as he is p o p u la rly

A bba Ibrahim , because he 
had picked one o f  their own, 
A liyu Saleh Bagare as his 
ru n n in g  m ate . N ow  th a t 
Bagare the Deputy Governor 
may be inching to place his 
candidature too, it would be 
trite to say that his people are 
certain to remain with him.

I , - V “ “C

Governor Bukar Abba

Baba Ba’aba. current SSG and 
the  g o v e rn o r ’s c lo se
confidant, B agare, w ho is 
described as a loyal Deputy 
Governor and Karasuwa who 
heads the party in the state.

Daily T rust
in v e s tig a tio n s  show  th a t 
w hile  A N PP supporters in 
Yobe State would weigh a lot 
o f  factors in deciding who to 
su p p o rt am o n g  th e se  
candidates, the G overnor’s 
in f lu e n c e  c a n n o t be 
discountenanced, especially 
considering the fact that, like 
m any  o f  h is  g o v e rn o r  
co lleag u es w hose  second  
term tenure will end in 2007, 
he would wish to ensure the 
em ergence o f  a close ally, 
who will further and protect 
his legacy and not desecrate 
it.

So, is it g o in g  to  be 
A lbishir for both Governor 
Ib ra h im  an d  th e  A N PP 
supporters in the State? It is 
d if f ic u lt  to say. S en a to r  
Usman A lbishir representing 
Yobe Zone C in the Senate is 
a long standing politician and 
businessman with extensive 
contacts across the country. 
He has e s ta b lish e d  a 
scholarship program m e for 
Yobe State students, which 
has been upheld as a great 
fillip to the education sector 
in the state.

B ut A lb ish ir  c a rrie s  a 
public relations baggage that 
can be a great burden to any 
politician. He is seen by many 
people, especially in his own 
N g u ru  h o m e to w n , as a 
V n n ita lit ; t’ w h o se  m ain

Alhaji Baba Ba ’aba, SSG Yobe State
to Kano and other parts o f  the 
country for their business and 
social activities, and who are 
generally wont to lampoon 
h im  as ‘t ig h t - f is te d ’. I f  
A lbishir’s opposition should 
begin from  his ow n hom e 
base, his task o f  galvanizing 
support for a gubernatorial 
project would be a hard one 
indeed.

For Alhaji Baba B a’aba, 
w ho has been the SSG in 
B u k ar A bba  Ib ra h im ’s 
administration between 1992 
and 1993 and since  1999 
fo llo w in g  th e  re tu rn  o f  
democratic politics, the road 
to  G o v e rn m e n t H ouse 
Damaturu may be strewn with 
even more potholes.

C lea rly , B a ’ab a  is a 
seasoned technocrat highly 
versed in the inner workings 
o f  governm ent. But m any 
people say that he lacked the 
political acum en and reach 
needed to carry people along 
in a gubernatorial campaign 
that seems certain to be tough 
and challenging. In addition, 
the  SSG  has the  g en e ra l 
re fu ta t io n  o f  b e in g  the 
‘en g in e  ro o m ’ o f  the 
o u tg o in g  B u k a r A bba 
administration. For better or 
worse, public perception o f 
the administration would bear 
heavily in how he is received 
by the people o f  the state.

The D eputy  G overnor, 
Aliyu Saleh Bagare and party 
Chairman, Sidi Karasuwa are 
relatively less active public 
‘quantities’ than Albishir and 
Ba’aba, but it is anybody’s 
e u e ss  i f  th ey  h av e  the

known, is a political figure o f  
no mean standing in Yobe.

L ike A lb ish ir, S enato r 
Mamman Ali has also floated 
a scholarship scheme under 
the M AL Foundation and to 
d a te , th o u sa n d s  o f  Yobe 
S ta te  s tu d en ts  h av e  been  
benefiting from the scheme. 
H is q u ite , u n a s su m in g  
dispositions as well as the 
scholarship scheme, among 
other factors, have endeared 
h im  to m any  p eo p le , 
especially the youths in the 
state.

W hile these are some o f 
h is  g re a te s t p o lit ic a l 
strengths, tribal politics in the 
senatorial zone where he hails 
from could prove to be one 
o f his A chilles’ heels. Yobe 
Zone B has one o f  the most 
com plex cultural m ixes in 
Y obe S ta te . T he S en a to r  
comes from the Ngizm tribe, 
which is predominant in the 
P a taskum  em ira te . O th er 
tribes in the Z one B area 
include Bolewa and Karai- 
Karai. A lthough politics in 
Yobe State is not completely 
a function o f  which tribe a 
candidate com es from , the 
Bolewa are still unlikely to 
root for Mamman Ali if  they 
have Baba Ba’aba, who is one 
o f  them, as a candidate. It is 
also the case with the Karai- 
Karai, who have traditionally 
d e m o n s tra te d  a ‘b lo ck - 
v o t in g ’ te n d en c y , w here  
ordinary Karai-Karai voters 
were always mobilized by their 
political elite to vote for one 
s in g le  ca n d id a te  o f  th e ir  
choice.

C lea rly , th e  ab o v e  
scenario may or may not be 
the case. I f  it turns out to be 
the case, it seem s that the 
th re e  p o ss ib le  A N PP 
c a n d id a te s  fro m  Z o n e  B 
would have to make do with 
a ‘split constituency’ where 
the votes may go in several 
directions.

A nd th is  m ay be 
G o v e rn o r  B u k a r A b b a ’s 
dilemma. It is true that the 
ANPP would want to retain 
the governorsh ip  position , 
which can be filled with the 
party’s candidate either from 
Zone B or Zone C, according 
to its political arrangement. 
B u t w h a t h ap p e n s  i f  
candidates from either o f  the 
two zones were dogged by 
separate political deficiencies 
as to com prom ise the party’s 
chances at the polls?

D aily  Trust learn t that 
sen io r stakeholders o f  the 
A N PP in Yobe S tate have 
begun discussions as to how 
the various positions can be 
harm onized to achieve the 
suprem e party objective o f  
fo rm in g  th e  n ex t 
adm inistration in the state. 
T h ese  d isc u ss io n s  w o u ld  
certainly take time to achieve 
a consensus, as the interests 

• get more entrenched and the 
stakes grow higher.

But one possible option 
b e in g  d isc u s se d , ou r 
correspondent learnt, is for 
the  A N PP  to  f ie ld  a 
‘com prom ise’ candidate if  
any o f  the other candidates 
previously identified could 
not be made flag bearer o f  the

A, w ith  the m agnanim o. .s 
acqu iescence o f  the other 
S e n a to ria l Z o n e s , and aj 
candidate who could apr"' 
to all the constituencies in the 
state is picked and supporre ■ 
to  ca rry  th e  p a r ty  to  the; 
hustings.

S o u rces sa id  tha t th is 
candidate could possibly be 
M allam  G arb a  M aidug ... 
c u r re n t c o m m iss io n e r  e f  
finance in the state. Maiduc.. 
had been  a g u b e rn a to n .il j 
contender in 1999, and U. c. 
previously worked as a ^  
administrator in the state 
service. He was also former 
Chairman o f  Damaturu lov.i 
government.

However, while M aiducu 
him self is widely regai v 
v e ry  o p en  an d  gene: as 
politician, his critics sa 
this disposition could prove 
to be a costly weak point, if} 
he allowed it to detract from 
his a tten tio n  to serious v 
attend to issues.

Without doubt, these are 
d if f ic u lt ch o ice s  tha t t i e  
A N PP in Yobe S tate must 
address, because e v e n  ne 
in the party knows that :ie  
challenge from the r i\ al PDP 
is certain to be formidahIt id 
great.

The PDP is Yobe’s largest 
o p p o sitio n  party . In both* 
the 1999 and 2003 election  t 
was the biggest challenge' to 
G o v e rn o r  B u k a r Abb*; 
Ib ra h im ’s A N PP, w hich  
formed the government Its 
candidate in the 2003 p s. 
Alhaji AdamuWaziri ma\ 'till 
return to contest the 2007  
polls, according to sources, 
although there are se \e ra l 
other persons who may also 
.decide to  c o n te s t -or 
governor.

A lthough details are as 
yet sketchy as to how the 
PDP plans to organize itself 
for the election , given the 
split within its ranks w -ich 
led to the formation o f wo 
rival leaderships in the state 
currently, its capacity to use 
its historical experience to re­
adjust itself and to exph in\ 
contentious issues w ith i- its 
main rival, the ANPP cannot 
be underestimated.

Still, the ANPP and indeed 
the PDP may have spanners 
thrown in their works he 
alleged attempt o f  G o\ en o rs  
to support a th ird  t c m  in 
office for themselves ir, he 
President sails through

Without doubt. Gov emori 
Bukar Abba would ha\ e no 
h e s ita tio n  c o n tin u in g  as 
Governor, if  the opportunity] 
avails itself. On a number o f  
occasions in the past, the 
G o v e rn o r  had  spoken  
ambivalently about third term, 
saying President O basanjo 
had  n o t sa id  he w ant to 
continue beyond 2 0 0 ' but 
th a t i f  it is the  w isn  o f  
Nigerians that there s-ould  
be a third term in office for 
current political office holder, 
so be it.

Complex issues in Yobe 
politics which only time . *>uld 
determ ine and tell. But all 
said; politics is increasingly 
becoming more ‘palpable’ as 
the people o f  the state \ earn 
for a person, any pers, a ho 
nan t n m  t h p  f o r t u n e s  L Lhc
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M ?  K U i >  A
By Habiba Adamu

I t docs not m atter how offends you the first tiling to
long  you  h av e  b een  jo  js t0 keCp ca lm. This is

married, but how happy because you m ay say or do
afe you during that period, something you may regret.
The moment you and your Find a suitable time and
p artn e r becom es husband  place, where both o f  you can 
and  w ife , bo th  o f  you  settle the m atter amicably,
shoulder the responsibility o f  It has becomc a habit to
everything in the house. some couple to quarrel or even

Probably due to human fight in the presencc o f  their
n a tu re  o r lack  of p ro p e r  children. This is bad because
u p b rin g in g  som e p eo p le  by doing so you are instilling
d o n ’t respect their partner bad habit on them,
instead they em barrass and T he fac t rem a in s  th a t
humiliate them. This comes in som e w om en  co n tin u e  to
form o f  insult, scolding or repeat the same mistake,
disparaging remark. R em em b er th a t as the

It is very wrong for a man head o f  the family and as a
to shout at his wife or scold m an you are su p p o sed  to
her in the presence o f  her respect your partner no matter
c h ild re n , f r ie n d s , and  w h a t. T h is  sh o w s y o u r
relatives, strangers, at his or sensibility and maturity. The
her work place or even in a day w ill com e w hen your
c ro w d . I m e n tio n e d  m en spouse will realise that you
sp e c if ic a lly  here b ecau se  re sp e c t h e r  ev en  h e r
most o f  them are fond o f  this shortcom ings and w hether
habit because women hardly you are there or not she will
do such things. rea lise  and apprecia te  you

W henever your partner more.

Always bear in mind that 
two wrongs cannot make a right 
as the saying goes, therefore, 
do not resort to embarrassment 
and humiliation just because 
you want to make your spouse 
realise that she offended you. 
You m igh t changc  her for 
w o rs t b e c a u se  as you 
continue to embarrass her she 
may revert to the same method 
and this could end the marriage 
or relationship.

Below are some tips by an 
expert on relationship, Jennifer 
G ood , on how  no t to 
embarrass your partner so as 
to  in c re a se  th e  love  and 
understanding between both 
o f  you . A su c c e ss fu l 
re la tio n sh ip  is a tw o w ay 
compromise, so take note.

1. N ever d isp arag e  
your partner

M ost p e o p le  in 
re la tio n sh ip s  are  u su a lly  
looking forward to returning to 
that feeling you have w hen 
you first fall in love.” From my 
personal experience, the loss

o f  this feeling com es from 
each  p a r tn e r  lo s in g  the 
respect they had for the other 
when they first met.

Rem em ber your patners 
are not perfect, but that does 
not mean they don’t deserve 
your respect and love. D on’t 
try to make your partner over 
“too” better. You loved them 
exactly  the way they w ere 
when you first met. D on’t let 
time change that.
' 2. N ever let your 

partner disparage you
P erso n a l in te g r ity  is 

valuable asset. Lose that and 
you lose your identity as a 
being. Every one deserves to 
be treated with value and love. 
If you have a partner who 
does not respect you, talk to 
them about it. Let them know 
h o w  y o u  fee l. I f  i t ’s no t 
something they are w illing to 
change, find some one else, ft 
may not seem like it now, but 
you will be happier in the long 
run.

3. Keep your rom 
alive

C o n tra ry  to  p 
opinion, romance does 
exist. After some time 
have to put in effort to • 
alive. It does not ha\ 
m uch . In fac t, the 
romantic people 1 know 
take the time to do th. 
things to make their part 
special. Make a commit" 
do something romantic at 
every day. Rem em ber. . 
taking the time to reall 
to how your partner’s d. 
can be considered ronv

4. Always be honeM
N o th in g  can  dan

re la tio n sh ip  m ore 
d ish o n esty . In every u 
honesty is the best p o lio  1
a lso  m e a n s   Don
yourself in situations y 
the n ee d  to  lie  ah 
Relationships are built on 
Once broken, it is very di t* 
to rebuild. Avoid, at an> 
falling into this trap.

r ■ i ___ w w ____
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By S afiya I. Dantiye, Editor, The H om e From

Marrying for
wrong reasons
F or most people marriage is based on love apart from other 

reasons like wealth, beauty, good behaviour and family 
background. Even if  the marriage turns sour at least you 

knew you went into it for love. But surprisingly som e people, 
'Specially  women go into marriage just to be classified as married 
wom en, and therefore, they cannot w ait to get out o f  the 
marriage. If they have 3 child the more reason to get out o f  the 
marriage and hope to marry for love in the future.

It is what I call marrying for the wrong reasons and it is also 
very deceptive o f  such women. In other words they use the 
men to achieve their own ends.

In any case, why do women endanger their happiness in 
*  Ise m arriage, so to say? One woman said that it was mainly 
because such ladies want to get m arried at all cost, adding that 
besides, their biological clock is ticking; therefore they are 
frantic to have a child.

Two years ago I did not take it serious when one woman 
told me that she ju st wanted to get married, have a child or two 
and get out o f  the marriage to take care o f  her children. But with 
recent events I am inclined to believe such a possibility. Are 
women getting the last laugh, because it seems they are using 
men and dum ping them, as against what usually obtain where 
men use women and dum p them?

All the sam e, these women are very selfish because people 
attend their marriage cerem ony without knowing that it is a 

"*staged’ marriage. If  they knew that they were w asting their 
time, most o f  them w ouldn’t have attended.

A closer look m ay reveal that these w om en are under 
p ressu re  from  th e ir  paren ts, re la tiv es , friends and th e ir  
com m unities. Therefore they pretend to love any man that 
comes their way even if  they hate the sight o f  him. One o f  such 
young w om en m arried somebody below her status and later 
blamed her m other for pushing her into the marriage, because 
according to her, her mother insisted she should marry anybody. 
Needless to say, she refused to stay with him after a few month, 

jkaying that at least she has been married.
Friends who went into marriage earlier tend to put pressure 

on :heir friends to also do so, some even look down on their 
mates, feeling that they have attained a certain status, and 
therefore, are beyond such unm arried mates. They also flaunt

“Friends who went into marriage 
earlier tend to put pressure on their 
friends to also do so, some even look down 
on their mates, feeling that they have 
attained a certain status, and therefore, 
are beyond such unmarried mates. They 

xsilso flaunt their husbands and children 
to their unmarried friends. All these may 
make them to marry just anybody. ”
their husbands and children to their unm arried friends. All 
these may m ake them to m arry ju st anybody

People hardly m ind their business and either out o f  envy 
or malice they always want to know w ho is married or not. 

^ h i s  is m ore so if  the young woman in question has attained 
a high level o f  education or has a good job. *

One Mallam had once told his female students in a w eekend 
Islamiyya School that no m atter how bad a marriage m ay be it 
is better than not to be m arried even if  the woman would be 
the one to feed the family! It is as if  it is the woman that is 
marrying the man instead o f  the other way round. Any woman 
that goes into a m arriage know ing she will be the provider o f  
the family knows that the husband will treat her any how; 
after all did she not love him enough or w ant to marry him to 
accept to shoulder his responsibilities?

In spite o f  such pressures som e women still persevere and 
wait until they get the man o f  their choice, not ju st anybody 
for the sake o f  just being married. Marriage is meant for life, so 
why should one go into it intending to be divorced later?

To me, m arrying for the wrong reason is like com m itting 
suicide, because how could you sacrifice yourself like that? 
Besides, i f  the husband realizes that he is being duped and 
you want to dum p him after achieving your purpose, he may 
refuse to grant you the divorce for months or even years.

Therefore, women should endeavour to marry for the right 
reasons. As a friend once to ld  m e, every w om an would 
eventually get a husband ■ r ■

Some o f  the Key members o f  the children’s parliament at the children's New Year party, held currently at International 
Conference Centre, Abuja.

Children and moral decadence
I t n e e d s  u rg e n t  

a tten tio n  b ecau se  its 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  a re  

c a ta s t r o p h ic .  T h e y  
t r a n s c e n d  p o l i t i c a l ,  
e c o n o m ic ,  h e a l th  a n d  
social dom ain . In all th is, 
the ch ild ren  su ffe r m ost.

T h e  tw o  s c h o o ls  o f  
th o u g h t ,  m o d e rn  an d  
c o n s e r v a t iv e  m o r a l is ts  
have pondered  upon th is 
su b je c t rep ea ted ly . T hey  
h a v e  b r a in s to rm e d ,  
stream lined , ou tlined  and 
s tra teg ise  m echan ism s to 
c u r ta il th e  tem p o  o f  the 
m o ra l  e r o s io n  in  o u r  
s o c ie t i e s .  T h is  m o ra l 
ero sio n  is lik en ed  to  the 
f ie r c e  b a t t le  ra g in g  on 
betw een  virtues and vices. 
T h u s , e v e ry d a y  u n fo ld s  
new  te rro rs  and honours 
o f  this invisible battle. This 
is dem onstrated  in the w ay 
peop le  are ac ting  v ile  and 
adop ting  cann iba l style.

O ur children  need to be 
p ro tec ted  from  bad m oral 
p ra c tic e s . N e v e r th e le s s ,  
fo r  th is  c a m p a ig n  to  be 
su c c e ss fu l, th ey  need  to 
take the lead in defending  
th e m s e lv e s  fro m  m o ra l 
d e c a d e n c e  s im p ly
because the ir a ttitu d e  w ill 
d e te rm in e  w h e th e r  th ey  
a re  p ro n e  to  a b u s e ,  
exp lo ita tion  and violation .

M o ra l d e c a d e n c e  is 
hard  to tack le , as it is not 
easily  detected . It can be 
p e r c e iv e d  a s  th e  
n e g l ig e n c e  . o r

By David Thoronka Banjul

abandonm ent o f  so c ie ty ’s 
m o ra l v a lu e s , c h e r ish e d  
c u s to m s  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  
u s a g e s ,  w h ic h  a re  
threatened  w ith extinction . 
In our case, the th rea t o f  
destruction  o f  m oral fabric 
is so im pending that urgent 
m easures are needed  to  be 
taken to  rescue the fu ture 
o f  y o u n g  a n d  in n o c e n t  
g en e ra tio n . T he ch ild ren  
a re  v i r tu e s ,  t r a p p e d  
be tw een  the cross fire  o f  
the battle betw een m orality 
and immorality.

M o d e rn  m o r a l i s t s  
p e r c e iv e  m o ra ls  as 
d y n a m ic ,  w h ic h  e v o lv e  
ra p id ly  to  e m b ra c e  new  
em erg in g  re a litie s . T hey  
a rg u e  th a t  e v o lu t io n  o f  
m orals is not sudden and 
v is ib le  but is constan tly  in 
m otion. A nd for peop le to 
live peacefully and happily, 
they shou ld  be allow ed  to 
ch o o se  the life s ty le  they  
w ish to adopt. This affords 
th e m  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
exploit their inherent rights 
and liberty. They resent the 
c la u s e  “ m o ra l  d e c a y .” 
T hey believe tha t m orality  
is in c o rru p tib le  an d  the  
on ly  w ay it can pass on is 
by  evo lu tion  to  g ive room  
for better m orals to em erge.

C o n s e r v a t i v e  
m o ra l is ts ,  on  th e ir  p a rt 
s ta u n c h ly  c r i t i c i s e d  
m odem  m oralists.

T h e y  se e  * s o c ie ta l

v a lu e s  as  c h e r is h e d  
tre a s u re s , w h ich  p e o p le  
find hard to part w ith . I f  
th a t is th e  c a se , th e n  it 
rebuts the p resum ption  o f  
the m odern ists w ho claim  
that values are constan tly  
e v o lv in g . T h e  im m o ra l 
u p s u rg e  in o u r  s o c ie ty  
sh o u ld  be so le ly  b lam ed  
on m odern m oralists. They 
are accused  o f  c rea tin g  a 
so c ie ty  w here  all m orals 
w il l  b e  p e r c e iv e d  as 
a c c e p ta b le ,  w h ic h  w ill 
e l im in a te  the  d if fe re n c e  
b e tw e e n  m o r a l i ty  a n d  
im m o ra l i ty .  I f  th is  is 
achieved then there w ill be 
no  d is t in c t io n  b e tw e e n  
righ t and w rong, good and 
evil. W hat a w orld  it w ill 
be i f  th is  happens?

W hen  th e re  is m ora l 
san ity  the popu la tion  live 
in  p e a c e ,  lo v e  an d  
harm ony.

W hen peop le  ab ide by 
the m oral decency  le ft by 
th e i r  a n c e s to r s ,  th e n  
so c ie ty  w ill e x p e r ie n c e  
p r o g r e s s ,  d e v e lo p m e n t  
and prosperity . I f  society  
lost its m oral sanity, it w ill 
e x p e r ie n c e  the  n e g a tiv e  
sides o f  im m orality  as we 
see on the beach.

H o w e v e r , w e w ill  
e n d e a v o u r  to  e x a m in e  
c e r ta in  f u n d a m e n ta l  
m o r a ls ,  w h ic h  a re  
th rea ten ed . C h astity  w as 
o n c e  c o n s id e r e d  w ith  
sacred  respect. A girl w as 
e x p e c ted  to  c h a s te  un til

she gets m arried . H ow ever 
th is is no longer the case

V ery y o u n g  g ir ls  lo st 
th e ir  innocence  and som e 
are proud o f  it. The issue o f  
b o y f r ie n d  a n d  g ir l f r ie n d  
a m o n g s t  t e e n a g e r s  h a s  
com pounded  the problem

D isc ip lin e  and  d ecen t 
d re s s in g  a re  o th e r  b a s ic  
m o ra ls , w h ich  h av e  been  
s e r io u s ly  a f f e c te d  by 
m odem  m oralist ideologies 
Today, children  are w earing 
c lo th e s  th a t th e ir  p a re n ts  
w o u ld  n o t  h a v e  
contem plated  in the ir youth 
such as short, tran sp a ren t 
and rev ea lin g  d resses h a \e  
c o m e  to  f a s h io n .  S u ch  
in d e c e n t  a n d  im m o d e s t  
d r e s s e s  c r e a te  an 
opportunity  for a ch ild  to be 
s e x u a l ly  a b u s e d  o r  
exploited.

C hild ren  no longer use 
ce rta in  e tiq u e tte s  such  as 
‘thank you ’ ‘forgive m e’ or'I 
am  sorry, w hen som ething 
g o o d  is d o n e  o r  w h e n  
som ebody is o ffended.

P o lite  vocabu lary  such 
a p lease  o r  excuse m e are 
a lm o s t e ro d ed  from  th e ir  
m inds. For us to  p ro tec t the 
m oral pub lic  o f  ou r nation , 
c h ild re n  sh o u ld  ta k e  th e  
lead . T hey  sh o u ld  no t be 
p o ro u s  to  a l l  m o d e rn  
theo ries for som e are se lf­
d e s tru c tiv e  w h ich  w ill in 
turn  be d es tru c tiv e  to  the 
nation.

C u l le d  f r o m
a lla fr ica .co m
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Please provide some information to me about HIV drugs 
Someone living with HIV/AIDS

~TT 'WIV drugs also called A nti retro viral drugs are drugs 
r — y  taken m ainly to suppress the multiplication o f  H IV  

J L  -M- virus within the white blood cells, to help avert more  
destruc tion  o f  w h ite  b lo o d  c e ll (C D  4 ce lls) w hich are  
responsible fo r  providing protection to the body.

The drugs are not "eliminating or killing the virus, but 
reversing or stopping the process o f  multiplication. There is 
an indication fo r  using the drugs, even i f  som eone has the 
infection, is not autom atic fo r  that person to commence using  
the drugs. The y a rd  stick is to measure the level o f  CD4 cells 
count, which in som e centres, i f  the count is below 50(1/ cubic- 
merer or others use below  300 cubic meters as a ya rd  stick.

Som e o f  the  d ru g s a re  p ro te a se  in h ib ito rs  such  as 
saquinabirrs and  reverse transcrip tase inhibitors such as 
zidobudine, lam ivudine and nevirapine. An infected person  
with H IV  and low level o fC D 4  cells as m entioned above will 
be taking the drugs on daily basis, till when the CD4 cell 
count lias risen to an appreciable and  tolerable level.

W h a t  is w i n d o w  p e r i o d ?
M 'mlease. Doctor, can you  shade m ore ligh t about 

m  window period, because I attended a workshop recently 
M  in Abuja, where we were taught about it, but I still 
don 7 understand it  
Thanks a lot 
Muhammad Ali

TTndowperiod is usually between 6 weeks to 6 months 
f / l / a n d  th a t depends on the im m une sta tu s o f  tha t 
f  f  individual. I t is a p e r io d  when the body tha t is 

infected with HIV, will develop antibodies against the virus. 
Som e people s bodies take som e time to develop the antibodies. 
During the window period  i f  an H IV  test is conducted (Elisa 
test) ,it is going to reveal negative even i f  the person is infected  
with the virus, because a t that tim e h is/her body has not 
developed the antibodies that the test will identify.

R e: W h a t  is sa fe  p e r io d ?

F rom you r last edition o f  yo u r column, I read a 
discussion on safe period; please I will like to know 
which approach is more dependable fo r  preventing 

pregnancy.
Khairullah Kaduna

As 1 m entioned last w eek Safe period  is the time when m atured  
egg is released fro m  the ovary and enters into the fa llop ian  
tube  to w a it f o r  a m a tu re d  sperm  f o r  fe r t i l iz a tio n  a n d  
implantation. That period  is in the m iddle o f  the m enstrual 
cycle, assum ing the person has a regular m enstrual cycle. I f  a 
woman has a 28 days m enstrual cycle, it means that on 14"' 
day, that is her expected  ovulation p er io d  and a range is 
provided, two days before and two days after.
Using safe period  as a means o f  contraception has a lot o f  

fa ilure  rate because, som e women d o n ’t have regular menses 
and others still get the calculation wrong.
Other reliable m ethods are:
1. Use o f  Intrauterine Contraceptive devices ( IUCD  )
2. Use o f  injectables

[ 3. Use o f  oral contraceptive p ills
4. Use o f  condom
Before yo u  make a decision on w hat to use, p lease visit a 
fa m ily  p lanning clinic fo r  a proper counselling and making  
an informed choice.

Please reproduce your write up on Hair Loss

/ ’am a regular reader o f  your column, and sometime about 
two years ago, you did a write up on Hair Loss and /  am 
experiencing similar problem and did all my best to trace 

the edition but to no avail. Please can you reproduce such 
write up fo r  the benefit o f  your readers?

Blessing from Combe

Z oss o f  hair, also c\alled Alopecia requires detailed history 
tak ing , ca rd fu ( sc a lp  ex a m in a tio n  a n d  c o m p le te  
p h y s ic a l exam ination . E xam ina tion  sh o u ld  enab le  

confident diagnosis.
There are two type hair losses
Non Scarring type,;this is the type that easily regenerates 

ai d  can respond to topical or intra lesional steroid This type 
is classified into fwo

Women are actively involved in H IV /AID S campaign, 

hair)
3. Fungi Infection
D iffuse type (hair loss covers wide area)
1. Nutritional problems, (like deficiency with vitamin 

E and others)
2. D iabetes mellitus
3. Post partum  (just after pregnancy)
4. Hypothyroidism or Hyperthyroidism
Scarring type (it hardly regenerates)
L ocalized
1. Idiopathic (unknown cause)
2. Infection with herpes zoster
Diffuse which is cause by Radiotherapy and a condition  

called D iscoid Lupus Erthromytosis.
O ther causes am ong women w ould be mycotic lesion (it is 

possib le that dan d ru ff may cause the loss hair and equally 
the anti dandru ff agent m ay abet the loss)

D rugs such as cytotoxic drugs f o r  treatm ent o f  cancer, 
anti thyroid drugs and  also oral contraceptives.

Investigations w ill be tailored towards doing fu ll  blood  
count, ESR, urea and electrolyte, thyroid func tion  test, liver 
func tion  test, hair p luck  test. I  w ill advise you  to visit your  
physician to assess your condition in line with som e o f  the 
likely causes item ized above and other relevant techniques 
and investigation.

enhance erection, not the size. I  will not discourage you  t< 
visit such outfits, but be careful so that yo u  will not be cheated  

Normally, m ale organ, as som eone se ttles dow n in 
relationship, will increase in size, due to muscle hypertroph  
(increase in size) although people m ay not really appreciate 
that increase. Be s e l f  m otivated and carry on with your liji 

M y advice to you is to wait until you  are m arried and s t . 
whether yo u  are capable o f  reproducing or not. F or now in  
and accept the way you  are and  go into a relationship wi > 
an open mind.

Pregnancy and frequent urination
am about 8 months pregnant. O f recent I am having 

frequent urination day and night and fin d  it difficult to 
sleep well. Thanks and God bless 

Florence, Jos
I

su, //icc /‘nniinpfl tn nnt? nr&si)

Small male organ; my dilemma

7'am in my mid thirties and / feel embarrassed to approach 
a woman for a relationship. My problem is that /  have a 
small male organ .1 need solution to this problem to 

enable me have a normal sexual life and can my organ be 
enlarge?

Aminu Bala.

7'w ill like to tell you  that nothing stops you  fro m  leading  
and having a norm al sexual relationship with a sm all 
male organ. Yours is not the first, as m any people are also  

having sm all organs and still able to m a n y  and reproduce. It 
all depends on your stamina. A ll yo u  need to do is to identify 
a woman that you  love and vice versa, understanding and  
caring and settle down with.

You mhv have com eueroSs a lot oi adverts that sav m a le i

A s pregnancy progresses, the womb (pregnant uteru 
/ 1 presses on the urinary bladder and that creates a bach 

jL  A  p re ssu re  and  it p re sen ts  w ith increase in urinar  
frequency and  even after evacuation, som e urine will rema  
and still lead  to urgency to pa ss  urine. That is norm  . 
how ever, som e w om en u sed  to deve lo p  w ha t is calL  
gesta tiona l diabetes during  p regnancy and  that a lso car  
present with urine frequency. The way to differentiate the t ■ 
m entioned problem s is to explain to yo u r  obstetrician d m . > 
antenatal visits.

c
HIV/AIDS and Kissing

n someone be infected when kissed by an H P  
infected person that is not having boils on his/h 
mouth?
■ Usman Abubakar

r  M lie risk attach to getting H IV  infection due to kiss > _ 
I  is minimal, but how ever, i f  kissing result to bruising  

the o ra l m ucosa  (m outh) a n d  exch a n g e  o f  b io  
between the partner, there is the tendency fo r  the H IV  vim  
get absorbed through the damage capillaries (bruised ai ^

Write in confidence to healthint0rqctiye(whotmail.com o
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Beauty tips for
^huge num ber o f  our ^  JL  Relax: Did you notichuge num ber o f  our 
m en  a n d  w o m e n  

ta r t in g  fro m
a d o le s c e n c e - o r  e v e n  as 
early  as age 12 su ffe r from  
acne. U nfortunately each o f  
these v ic tim s is often  too 
q u ic k  to  r e s o r t  to  s e l f  
m e d ic a t io n .  T h is
phenom enon has given rise 
to  the increase o f  so-called 
a c n e  m e d ic a t io n  in  o u r  
chem ists. The truth is 50%  
o f  th e  s o lu t io n  to  a c n e  
p ro n e  sk in  is w ith in  the 
reach o f  the victim s if  only 
he o r she  w ill a d h e re  to 
these sim ple rules.

Keep your hands off 
your face: Your hands, after 
to u ch in g  so m any th ings, 
opening  the door, p ick ing  
up  a b a g , th in g s  w e do  
everyday, are covered  w ith 
bacteria . The last thing you 
w ant is to put those bacteria 
on your face. Touch your 
face often  w ith your hands, 
o r w o rse  s till, p ick  those  
pim ples w ith you r fingers 
an d  y o u  w ill  s e e  th e  
pim ples m ultip ly

Keep your hair off your 
face: I f  you have o ily  skin, 
you probably have oily hair. 
O ily  hair b rushing against 
your face adds to the oil. Oil, 
sw eat and skin debris are a 
g reat w ay to clog the pores 
in your skin, leading to more 
p im p le s .  I f  y o u  n o tic e  
p im ples appearing  on your

you no tice 
how  pim ples tend to appear 
m o re  b e fo re  a s t r e s s fu l

forehead, or your check and 
chin , typ ically  w here your 
h a ir m igh t b ru sh  ag a in st, 
y o u r  h a i r  c o u ld  b e  th e  
cu lp rit. W ear a hair-band , 
use hair clips to keep your 
hair o f f  your face, tie  it into 
a pony tail, o r get a hair cut.

Wash your face 3 times 
a day  w ith  good acne 
cleaner: I got that tip from  
a doctor. I w ashed my face 
w h e n  I w a k e  u > in th e  
m orning, at lunch tim e and 
at bedtim e wirl a cleanser 
that is m eant to r skin that 
has acne. M> skin cleared 
w hen I stuck to the routine 
and  u sed  o n ly  sk in  ca re  
p ro d u c ts  m e a n t fo r  sk in  
w ith  acne. A b ar o f  soap 
meant for w ashing y our face 
does the trick ju s t as well.

Stick to acne skin care: 
Every tim e I stray  from  the 
p o in t, I alw ays end up w ith 
a m a jo r  a c n e  o u tb re a k . 
Every time I see my pals with 
exceptionally  radiant skin, I 
w ant to use w hatever they 
use, I w ould sw itch to richer, 
an ti ag in g  sk in  ca re  as a 
preventive measure, worried 
ab o u t w rin k les  ap p earin g  
w h e n  I g e t  o ld e r . T h a t 
backfires every  tim e, I end 
up w ith m ore pim ples. Stick 
to  g o o d  a c n e  s k in  c a re  
p roducts.

The art and
style of beauty

V  stvle. %1
xat m akes a 

o m a n
' i m e I e s s I y  

beautiful?
Why does an immortal 

beauty have great style?
P rin c e s s  D ian a , Ju lia  

Roberts, G w yneth Paltrow, 
Naom i Cam pbell, Lucy Liu, 
Ja c k ie  K en n ed y  O n ass is , 
I sa b e lle  A d jan i, M a rily n  
M orroe name a few. are 
so irresis tib le  to m en and 
envied by women the world 
over.

They are great beauties. 
M ore importantly, they have 

: g re a t s ty le . O v e r the 
c e n tu r ie s , w o m en  h av e  
sought to be beautiful.

To be beautiful means to 
have con fidence arid se lf­
e s te e m , s tre n g th  and 
intelligence, good grooming 
and good health. And most 
im p o r ta n tly , to  be tru ly  
beautifu l, is, to  have grpat 
! >■ ' i )-j • ! u' •/ s.i

style.
Style is a potent thing to 

have.
Style com mands respect, 

attention, and adulation.
Even when a w om an is 

not beautiful in the classic 
m eaning o f  the word, a style 
lifts her above the rest.

S tyle is not ju s t  about 
b ea u ty , w e a lth  o r  even  
keeping up w ith the latest 
fashion.

S ty le  is in tr in s ic  to  a 
w o m a n 's  k n o w le d g e  o f  
herself, her ability to develop 
an image that is truly hers, 
b e in g  b rav e  an d  d a r in g  
enough to project that image.

N o m atter who you are, 
w h ere  you  liv e , and  no 
matter w hat your budget is - 
you too can be irresistibly 
beautiful.

You too can have great 
style.

Culled from  vvw’vi’. angel 
fire.com  ■ ~ - M
•;)i A 7 .  I ll T  J  O  M l-J <

e v e n t?  P im p le s  can  alsc 
pop  up d u e  to  h o rm o n al 
im balances, like ju s t before

your period.
Sleep: Y our skin heals 

itse lf  w hen your sleep. Your

Acne free  face

entire body heals i n  

your sleep. A night 
s le e p  m ay le ad  to  r  
pim ples. M ake it a iab' 
leave your w orries u 
a n d  g e t a g o o d  
sleep. Work out earl <_ 
the day; get som e e \ . r. 
before evening. It he P' 

Stay away from p re"  
powder compact: \  
hear me right. I got :hi> 
from  a friend . H er tn .  
u se d  a p r e s s e d  po ■ 
com pact to hide he- 
Instead, the m ore s Ik  

it the w orse it got. B 
day, your skin gets o i N 
take the pow der com p 
and use that pow der p 
app ly  p ressed  p o v  

your face. Now, you: ■ 
w o u ld  a lre a d y  have 
bac teria  and oil on 
you w ith that powde- 
and now that p u ff  p u v  
the d irt, b ac te ria  and 
You p u t it b ack  i; 
c o m p a c t.  T h e  b a d e  
happily  bred in ther. 
you take ou t the com p 
again and pat m ore p« * 
m ix ed  w ith  o il, d ir 
b a c te r ia  o n to  y o u r  fa. 
p ic k in g  up  m o re  gun* 
putting  in m ore gur* - 
y o u r com pac t. T h . 
goes on. A b e tte r  be' 
be to use b lo tting  p.m . 
b lo t  o f f  th e  e x c i - 
in s te a d .  T h e n  y o u  . 
th row  the paper aw.: 
use.

O n  t h e  U s e  o f f  P o w d e r
A b o u t th is  p o w d e r  

p u ff thing, make it 
a point to wash your 

powder puff and all your make 
up brushed  regularly , w ith  
soap and w ater. T hen  dry  
them com pletely before you 
keep them. Guess that would 
make it an 8"' tip right?

O ily , acn e  p ro n e  sk in  
needs a lot o f  care. The bright 
side is that oily skin is slower 
to show signs o f  aging than 
dry skin. Take care o f  your 
skin and you will probably 
look younger than your peers 
as the decade go by.

Many adolescents suffer 
from acne. However, adults 
also suffer from acne. People 
begin to suffer from acne from 
as early as 11 years old and 
many do not get rid o f  the 
problem  even as they enter 
ad u lth o o d . W ith so m any 
people suffering from acne, it 
is hard to know how to treat 
it. Acne care has com e a long 
way in recent years. There are 
m any d ifferen t w ays to go 
abou t acne care, so let us 
d iscuss them  to see w hich 
form o f  acne care is best for 
you.

The truth about acne care 
is that ue very one is different

and not all acne care methods 
are right for everyone. M any 
people have acne caused by 
v a r io u s  rea so n s . S om e is 
horm onal, others by stress. 
O th e r  p e o p le  h av e  acne  
b e c a u se  o f  h e re d ita ry  
reasons. Som e people ju s t 
h av e  p o o r  e a tin g  and  
c lea n sin g  hab its . E ach o f  
th e se  re a so n s  can  ca u se  
acne, so now that you know; 
you can start trying to treat 
it.

The first part o f  your acne 
care regim ent should involve 
you r lifesty le . You should  
always wash your hands and 
avo id  to u c h in g  y o u r  face 
where the acne is. Cosmetics 
should be avoided as many 

;e acne breakout. You 
should1 also eat properly by 
avoiding eating greasy and 
salty food. You should also 
w ash  y o u r  bed  lin e n s  
frequently and your hair each 
day as well.

M any people with acne 
often think they should wash 
their face several times a day. 
H o w ev er, m o st d o c to rs  
recom m end  that you only  
wash your face once in the 
m orning and once at night. 
Washing your face too often

can irrita te  it further. You 
should also be sure to use a 
mild soap to wash so that you 
don’t irritate your face.

Several types o f  over the 
counter acne care treatments 
can be used. There are some 
in th e  fo rm s o f  as trin g es , 
so a p s , fac e  w a sh e s , and  
creams that you leave on your 
face . T h ese  acn e  care  
products are products that are 
usually made o f  salicylic acid, 
sulphur, or Benzoyl peroxide. 
Some o f  these can m ake your 
face w orse i f  you r skin is 
sensitive, so be careful.

For those o f  you with a 
severe  acne p rob lem , you 
should see a derm atologist. 
The derm atologist can then 
p re sc rib e  y o u  an o ra l o r 
topical acne medication. Most 
doctors prefer for you to use 
a topical acne care treatment. 
Side effects are com mon so 
be careful when going this 
route. Be sure to report any 
s id e  e f fe c t to  the 
dermatologist.

B e n zo y l p e ro x id e  is 
probably the com m on acne 
fighting ingredient found in 
over the counter topical gels, 
creams and ace washes. This 
chemical mixture can be fairly

effective topically in 
very mild acne in my or 
but it doesn’t work 
o f  more severe acne 
usually related to h 
im b a lan ces o r high 
levels. This more se\ e 
“deeply rooted” cysti 
acne is much more st 
and usually requires . 
ag g re ss iv e  o ral tre^ 
aimed at calming hon 
and cleansing the ski: 
the inside.

B enzoy l p e ro x id . 
so lu tio n  th a t ac ts  
antibacterial agent, a ; . 
prevent further infec: 
g row th  o r acne  cy>t 
pustu les. N eutrogen. 
spot treatment gel h . 
out b lem ish , and se<. 
keep it fonn reformin_ 
h ea d  e ffe c tiv e ly  
d ra w b a c k s  to  Be: 
p e ro x id e  are : in c r . 
re d n e ss  an d  irrit 
e x c e s s iv e  d ry n ess  
flaking.

M any tim es the--, 
effects override the be 
since dry, flaky, red 4  
look just as bad if  not 
than the acne itself!

C ourtesy: A frica  • 
and beauty magazine

be I
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T h e H a v r e : F I r o n t
-i X L i v i n g

T he w hole world stood 
still, so to speak, when 
A frica’s first fem al? 

president w as sw orn in on 
M onday, January 16,200 ' 
the president o f  L ib e ria . ' 
h istoric event raised  hot s 
ab o u t the p o s s ib ilit ie  o f  
fem a le  p re s id e n t in r . |r  
A frican countries, ft : the 
im m ed ia te  questio- w hen 
watching the unprecedented 
inauguration was, < an Nigeria 
also have a female president?

M alla m  S a ’ad u , a
b u s in e s sm a n , e x p re sse d  
o p tim ism  fo r  such  a 
possibility, according to him; 
th ings are chang ing  in the 
w orld. He noted. “ Besides, 
w o m en  w o u ld  no t be 
involved in fraud like men.

fcy Safiya I.Dantiye

And they are m ore diligent, 
therefore I would welcom e a 
fcm ak  president in Nigeria.” .

Even though men seem to 
have failed, they should be 
given m ore tim e, said  Mr. 
U m ar w ho w orks in an oil 
company. He pointed out that 
wom en cannot run affairs o f 
th e  c o u n try , sa y in g  th a t 
Nigeria is not Liberia.

A s for M rs. Jennifer, a 
teacher, it is high time we have 
a female president. She cited 
the exam ples o f  P ro fesso r 
Dora Akunyili, the Director- 
G eneral o f  N A FD A C , and 
Mrs. Ngozi Okojo-lweala, the 
M in is te r  o f  F in a n c e  as

a c h ie v e rs  an d  a c le a r  
in d ic a tio n  th a t a w om an  
could  becom e a p residen t 
and do a good job.

p o s s ib il i ty  on g e n d e r  
perform ance, not as a male 
chauv in is t, re ite ra ting  that 
the perform ance o f  Professor

B u t  M r .  S o l o m o n  

A u d u ,  c a u t i o n e d  t h a t  

t h o u g h  a  f e m a l e  

p r e s i d e n t  m a y  b e  g o o d  

f o r  N i g e r i a ,  N i g e r i a n  

m e n  m a y  n o t  s u p p o r t  

t h a t ,  b e c a u s e  a c c o r d i n g  

t o  h i m ,  t h e y  w i l l  f e e l  

c h a l l e n g e d  f o r  a  

w o m a n  t o  r u l e  t h e m .  ”

Dr. Sarah Jibril, presidential candidate in 2003 election.
“We need the support o f  

the men and it is a great task 
because Nigerian men don’t 
seem to think we can do it, 
they would rather we are kept 
at the background. But we will 
a c h ie v e  it on e  d a y ” , she  
added.

M o h a m m e d  B e llo , a 
jo u r n a l is t ,  s ta te d  th a t  he 
w o u ld  su p p o r t su ch  a

Dora A kunyili and the like 
have proven that they could 
do the job. He also maintained 
that N igeria, has been ruled 
by m en, and tha t the m en 
should give women a chance 
to rule, emphasising, “men are 
n o t cou rageous any m ore, 
men have failed.”

In spite o f  his optim ism, 
M oham m ed B ello, po in ted

o u t th a t th e  30  p e r  ce n t 
affirm ative action wom en are 
calling for would not be to their 
ad v an tag e , b ecau se  it w ill 
eiKxnuage them  to con test; 
th e y  w o u ld  b e c o m e  le ss  
competitive, it Will lessen the ir’ 
s tre n g th  an d  th e re fo re  
d im in ish e s  th e  g o o d  o f  
politicking.

N ig e r ia  c a n n o t h av e  a 
female president for years to 
com e, because our society is 
not as organized as that o f  the 
L.iberian in spite o f  being in 
civil war for years, according 
to Mallam Nasir Abdul Aziz, a 
civil servant. He m aintained 
that N igeria needed a tough 
man for a president because 
the  p o lit ic a l sc e n e  is  to o  
c h ao tic  fo r a w om an  un til 
th in g s  s ta b ilise d . He; a lso  
d ism is se d  the id e a  that 
w o m en  lik e  M rs. Gttconjo
4w eala could do the job. *, . J ••• • r

“ Having only m anaged a
fraction o f  the institution that 
m ade up N ig e ria  does no t 
qualify  them to m anage the 
country, we need tough men 
for now,” he said.

W om en a re  m ore  
com passionate and therefore 
less likely to be involved in 
th u g g e ry  an d  p o li t ic a l  
a s s a s s in a tio n , n o te d  M rs. 
Halim a, a business w om an. 
T he com passion , she  sa id , 
w ould therefore m ake them  
em bark on people orien ted  
program m es that will help the

poor people. She therefore 
c a lle d  on  m en to  su p p o rt 
w om en based on their ability 
to hold the highest position 
in the country and not to feel 
threatened ■by the women.

“ B ut i t  is g o in g  to  be 
difficult, because our m en are 
not used to it, some still see 
women as inferior to m en,” 
she lamented.

A sked i f  w om en "would 
support their fellow women, 
ju d g in g  b y  re p o r ts  th a t 
w om en don ’t support fellow 
women politicians and som e 
w o u ld  do e v e ry th in g  to  
undermine them. Mrs. Halima 
exp lained  th a t it m ight be 
because o f  the belief that a  
w om an can n o t do  w ell in 
leadership position, even the 
women believe it. With more 
awareness, women will rally 
behind the ir fellow  w om en 
instead o f  disparaging them, 
she noted. s

But Mr. Solom on Audu, 
c a u tio n e d  th a t th o u g h  a 
fem a le  p re s id e n t m ay  be 
good for Nigeria, Nigerian men 
m ay  n o t su p p o r t th a t, 
because acco rd in g  to  him , 
they will feel challenged for a 
woman to  rule them.

“By the way, I think we 
need that change, the m en are 
try in g  to  d is in te g ra te  the  
country by  having regional 
associations all clam ouring 
for the presidency in 2007 in 
the so -ca lle d  p o w er sh ift. 
Therefore, a  female president 
m ay bring positive changes 
to N igeria,” he added.

Women: Dangers in neglecting responsibilities
[ T  T o m e n  are saddled  (  7  t _7  JL work.w'o m e n  are saddled  

w ith  th e  so le  
re s p o n s ib il i ty  to  

run the home affairs, they see 
to the welfare o f  the husband 
and children, and everybody 
else in the household . The 
h u sb a n d ’s food  shou ld  be 
w arm  and  rea d y  w hen  he 
wants it and the children can 
always rush to their m others 
with one demand\complain or 
the other. In other words, the 
wife o r m other can always be 
c o u n te d  on to  p ro v id e  
succour in the home.

But because women work 
in offices o r have businesses 
or even with nothing doing, 
th e y  are  d e le g a tin g  th e ir  
responsibilities o f  taking care 
o f  th e ir  ch ild ren  and the ir 
husbands to their house girls. 
T h e re fo re , w h a t a re  th e  
consequences o f  this neglect 
by women?

M rs. A n n a , a c a re e r  
w om an  a d m itte d  th a t the 
several hours w om en spend 
•t work affect their foremost 

. 3k; -s  •wlvscsjjtr.d m othw s„

By S a 'ad a tu  Ovosi

hom e they m ake the house 
g ir ls  se rv e  fo o d  to  th e ir  
husbands, w hich she said, 
may not portend well for the 
wives.

“Such women don’t know 
that they  are d igg ing  their 
o w n  g ra v e s  by  l i te r a lly  
throw ing the house girls at 
the ir husbands. Som e m en 
have affairs w ith the house 
girls or even marry them, apart 
from  th a t, w om en  sh o u ld  
c r i t i t a l ly  sc ru tin iz e  th e ir  
ch ild ren ’s behav iou r w hen 
they  are at hom e, because 
th r ^ r m ay be learn ing  bad 
habits from  the house girl.”

In o rd e r  to  a v o id  a 
situation where her husband 
m ay h av e  a ffa ir  w ith  her 
h o u se  g irl, M rs. R osa line  
Icha, stopped having house 
g irlsdesp ite  the fact that she 
h as  th e  m e an s  o f  p a y in g  
them. A ccording to her the 
disadvantage is m ^ c  th m  th~ 
ad v a c ti, , ;. i.:
a God 
can tole a
w i t h  v r

finding com fort in the house care o f  their husbands’ needs and a mother.
girl.

Mrs. Rosaline, explained 
that some women become too 
engrossed in their w ork that 
they don’t tend to notice what 
is happening around them , 
usually when it is too late that 
they  w ou ld  find  o u t th e ir  
m istake . O ne w om an , she 
said, would leave the house 
g irl to serve breakfast and 
d in n e r , e v e n  lu n c h  on 
w e e k e n d s , in fac t the  
husband becam e so attached 
to the house girl that if  he 
needed anyth ing  he w ould 
ask the house girl even if  the 
wife was around. It was only 
when the house girl becam e 
p re g n a n t th a t th e  w om an 
realized what was going on.

S ince  w om en chose to
neglect their responsibilities,
they should be brave to face
th e  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,
a d m o n ish e d  M r. L aw al
U m aru saying that wom en
h;ive ii:< isted on w orking like . . .  . .

and their children’s too.
“ Som e o f  these  w om en 

look down on their husbands, 
feeling too big or important to 
ev en  se rv e  th e m  w ate r. 
Though no matter, what I don’t 
approve o f  men having affair 
w ith their house g irls, such 
action is to the extreme, after 
all i f  you must do it, there other 
girls outside?”, he maintained.

On the consequences on 
children, Mr. Lawal stated that 
some children becom e wild, 
because their m others are not

G reed , n eg lig en ce  and 
laziness are what make women 
n e g le c t  th e ir  m a rita l 
responsibilities, according to 
M allam  A b d u lla h i S alisu . 
E xplaining further, he sa id  
w o m en  a re  to o  b u sy  
acquiring  w ealth , som e do 
m ultiple jobs to the detriment 
o f  their hom es, by so doing 
neglect their homes.

He blam ed m en for their 
laxity, saying that they should 
be firm in saying w hat they 
want or what ought to be right.

a ro u n d  to  m o n ito r  th e ir  “M yw ifew ill not dare allow a  ̂
activ ities and they m ay n o t S b tr s e g ir l to s e rv e m e 'fb ^ if f  
ta k e  c o r re c tio n s  from  th £ ,  is  around, women do.nuj.• 
house girls. 4 that these things they

Hajiya M aimuna, a house ’n eg lec t as u n im p o rtan t as
they seem, are the things that 
d raw  th em  c lo se r  to  th e ir  
husbands,” he noted.

M rs. S a ra h  P e te r, an  
accountant and a m other o f  
four, sa id  th a t she  k ep t a 
house girl not for the fun o f  it 
b u t to  ta k e  c a re  o f  the  
children and tid> up the house 
from Mohdav to Friday, while

wife and m other o f  two, said 
even though she is a full time 
h o u se  w ife  she u sed  to  
delegate her responsibilities to 
h e r  h o u se  g ir ls ,  u n til she  
n o tic e d  h e r  c h i ld r e n ’s 
upbringing had changed for 
the worse. She added that, she 
j l s o  ’o b se rv e d  th a t h e r  
husband didn’t like th>- house

h n e s t n

She, said she goes to work 
by 8 am and com es back by 8 
pm very tired and therefore 
could  no t do  house chores 
b u t o n ly  to  s leep  ea rly  in 
preparation for the next day.

“ I wake up very early  and 
p repare breakfast, bath the 
children, drop them at school 
b e fo re  se v e n  th ir ty  an d  
proceed to  work. But I try as 
m uch as possible to m ake up 
to  b e  w ith  th e m  a t th e  
w eekend,” she added.

G race D aniel, a  student 
and a house w ife w ith two 
kids stated that leaving the 
Jiousehold chores to a  house 
g i r l  w as  t io l  b e c a u s e  o f  
neglect, but necessity. Apart 
from beinga student, she said, 
she also  has a shop w hich 
m akes her very busy and she 
had no choice but to em ploy 
a  house girl to take care o f  her 
children.

“With my busy life I need 
a house m aid so I can have 
“my tim e” where I can relax 
for an hour or so. Delegating 
responsibilities to hou&e girls 
is risky but I need them and I 
trv to do w hat 1 enn ’ ' ‘ 
care o f mv familv.' ’ sh . itdt - 1
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NIGERIAN EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

INVITATION TO A

WORKSHOP ON STRATEGIC PLANNING FOR EDUCATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT (SPED) 2ND AND 3RD FEBRUARY, 2006

BACKGROUND

The Nigerian Educational Research and Developm ent Council (NERDC) is a Parastatal o f  the Federal 
M inistry o f  Education established in 1988 by an enabling decree >0.53 (now A ct 53). This Act gives 
N ERDC the m andate to provide the requ ired  bu ild ing  b locks fo r stra teg ic  p lann ing , research  and 
d evelopm ent tha t w ill gu ide  the fo rm ula tion  and e ffec tiv e  im plem enta tion  o f  re la ted  educational 
developm ent policies in Nigeria

Educational developm ent efforts, at all levels, in N igeria have not been supported by a well thought 
out Strategic Plan. This has rendered the full attainm ent o f  targets in the sector a wide dream. It is not 
enough to form ulate a National Policy on Education (NPE): the com pleteness is to prepare sustainable 
short, m edium  and long range Strategic Plans for educational developm ent.

There does not exist at the m om ent any widely accepted by consensus strategic plans for educational 
developm ent either at the Federal, State or Local levels. The absence o f a strategic plan is compounded 
by lack o f  com m on consensus am ong professionals, p ractitioners and o ther critical stakeholders on 
the focus and direction educational developm ent should follow. Thus, it is often difficult to identify 
and agree on prio rities w hich w ould have led to system atic p lanning and developm ent in line with 
global reform s.

The current culture  o f  reform s w ithin the NEEDS contex t and the M illennium  D evelopm ent G oals 
calls for the need to identify  short, m edium  and long range developm ent prio rities in education  at 
Federal, State and Local levels. This process should also be grass-roots driven in order to broaden the 
p ro cess o f  p lan n in g  and p o licy  fo rm u la tio n . T here  is th e re fo re  the need to im part the  sk ills  o f  
strategic p lanning for educational developm ent on the critical operators at Federal, S tate and Local 
Government levels. This is the core rational underlying this Workshop being organized by the Siberian 
Educational Research and Development Council as part o f its contributions to Government reform 
initiatives.

OBJECTIVES OF THE WORKSHOP
Participants will be exposed to skills for Strategic Planning for Educational Development. Specifically, 
this w ill cover the following:
1. A nalysis o f  the current status o f  educational developm ent.
2 . Iden tifica tion  o f  the gaps in policy  im plem entation  in the developm ent context.
3. Iden tification  o f  developm ent p rio rities in the NEEDS context.
4 . Presentation  o f  broad stra teg ies o f  im plem entation  tha t should drive developm ent effo rts 

for various levels.
5. Preparation and adoption o f  M edium Term and Long Term Strategic Plans for Educational 

D evelopm ent ( SPED) frame work.
6. P repara tion  o f  next S teps o f  A ction

TARGET PARTICIPANTS
• Federal M inistry  o f  Education.
• N ational U niversities Com m ission
• Universal Basic Education.
• N ational Com m ission for C olleges o f  Education.
• N ational Library o f  N igeria
• Teachers R egistration Council
• N ational C om m ission for N om adic Education
• N ational Com m ission for Mass Literacy, Adult and N on-Form al.
• N ational T eachers Institute.
• Education Trust Fund.
• Joint A dm ission and M atriculation Board
• N ational Board for Technical Education.
• N ational Technical and Business Education Board
• N ational Institute o f  N igerian Languages
• N ational Institute for Educational P lanning and A dm inistration
• Nigerian French Language Village
• Nigerian Arabic Language Village
• WAEC
• NECO.
• N ational M athem atical Centre.
• D irector D epartm ent o f  Education, FCT.
• Executive Chairm an U niversal Basic Education
• States M inistries o f  Education
• State Universal Basic Education Boards
• N ational Union o f  Teachers
• P rofessional A ssociations
• N ational and In ternational D evelopm ent P artners
• NGOs

N E R D C  w ill p ro v id e  s u p p o r t  fo r:
• Resource Persons
• Special Guests
• T raining Facilities
• Lunch 
■ Snacks
• P artic ipan ts are not expected  to pay any C ourse Fee but w ill ca ter for their accom m odation  and 
tr a n sp o r ta tio n .

*
E m in e n t  R e so u rc e  P e r s o n s  in c lu d e :
1. P ro f  N ico las N w ag w u , P re s id e n t ,  N ig e r ia n  A cad e m y  o f  E d u c a tio n .
2. P ro f .  P la c id  N jo k u , N a tio n a l  U n iv e r s i t ie s  C o m m is s io n
3. P ro f . O w o ich o  A k p a . D ire c to r , A c a d e m ic  P la n n in g . U n iv e rs ity  o f  Jo s
4 . P ro f . U .M .O . Ivow i, F o rm e r  E x ecu tiv e  S e c re ta ry , N E R D C .

V EN U E: NERDC Conference Centre, Lokoja- Kaduna Road Sheda, FCT Abuja. D u ra tio n : 2nd & 3rd 
February, 2006 (Two w orking Days)
T im e: 9.00 am Daily

The Honourable Minister o f State for Education, Arc. Halima Tayo Alao, will declare the Workshop 
open while Prof. Pai Obanya will deliver the Key Note Address.

For further inf ormation, please contact:

Mrs. S. A. Oroge
Director o f Policy and Programmes
Office o f the Executive Secretary 0802313 53 38; 09 8822202; 09 8822204

S IG N E D  
P R O F . GODSVVILL O B IO M A  

EX EC U TIV E SECRETA RY

Pursuant to the reforms in the transportation sector embarked upon by th 
Federal Capital Territory Administration, the Abuja Leasing Company Limit- 
(ALC), the managers of the Abuja Green Cabs scheme is desirous of expan 
the fleet of the Abuja Green Cabs (TaxiS.

In this regard, ALC invites Expression Of Interest (EOI) from interested pers 
and institutions to participate as operators under the Abuja Green Cabs Sc

0BJECTIVE
The purpose for this advertisement is to  invite interested operators, driver 
owners to register their interest to participate in the scheme. The registrar 
form the basis for providing assistance and support for operators in the s c

ELIGIBILITY TO EXPRESS INTEREST
To qualify for this scheme, applicants are required to provide evidence oft! 
following:

Professional experience as drivers, owners or operators.

Current driver’s license and registration with associations or unions.

Ability to  read and write, and have a reasonable command of English 
language.
Provide evidence of financial capability to invest a minimum of N350,0 0 0 1 
(three hundred and fifty thousand naira only) in this venture and m eet th*- 
monthly repayment following a Lease agreement.

Individual applicants must be at least 25 years of age.

Demonstrate a strong commitment to the developm ent of transportati: 
system in the F.C.T.

Exhibit capacity to manage and maintain the motor vehicle/s.7.

METHOD OF APPLICATION
EOI forms are obtainable after the payment of a non refundable fee of N6, 
500.00 (Six thousand five hundred naira only). Bank draft from Standard Tru: - 
Bank/UBA,First Inland Bank payable to Abuja Leasing Company Limited.

SUBMISSION OF APPLICATION j
Applications must be delivered to Abuja Leasing Company Limited not later 
than 14 days from the date of this publication:

The Managing Director/CEO

Abuja Leasing Company Ltd.

3?,i Floor, Tofa House

Plot 770, Central Business District,
Abuja-FCT,

A ttention: Tunji Toiani.

Application shall be duly evaluated and only those considered to have m et tr 
minimum criteria shall be contacted for further screening. Persons that had 
undergone training under the Abuja Green Cabs scheme are encouraged to 
apply. *

Please n o te  th a t this application is only to Taxi Drivers/owners/operators. Also, 
p a y m e n t can be m a d e  either in cash or by bank draft to  Abuja Leasing C om pany  
Limited.
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Attah tasks
communities on 

security of projects
C om m unities that ex­

hibit laxity in security 
and preservation  o f  

projects within their domains 
in Akwa Ibom State should 

j c o n s id e r  th e m se lv e s  d is ­
qualified for any meaningful 

: governm ent assisted projects 
in the future. >

This was made known re­
cen tly  by the A kw a Ibom  
State Governor, Arc. (Obong) 
Victor Attah, while com m is­
s io n in g  n in e  p ro jec ts  e x ­
ecuted by Inter-M inisterial 
Direct Labour Com m ittee at 
Essien Udim  local govern­
ment area o f  the state.

The state governor, who 
was represented by Com m is­
sio n e r o f  A g ricu ltu re , Dr. 
T renchard Ibia, said rather 
than lose the  hard  earned  
projects to thieves and un­
scrupulous elements, com mu­
nities should form vigilante 
groups in affiliation with the 
police for protection and pres­
ervation o f  the projects.

He said that in order to 
have an uninterrupted water 
supply, com m unities that 
benefit from m ini-w ater 
projects should generate 
fund for the servicing and 
maintenance o f  generators, 
and that waiting for the gov­
ernment was an indication 
that such communities were 
not capable o f maintaining 
the projects.

“The benefiting com m u­
nities should  how ever, not 
see the facilities as govem -

From  Edet Ekanem , Uvo

ment projects per se, but they 
sh o u ld  e m b ra c e  th e m  as 
theirs and protect them from 
theft and vandalisation. The 
b e n e f it in g  c o m m u n itie s  
should liaise with the police 
in their areas to form vigilante 
groups in order to protect the 
facilities," he said.

In his remarks, the head 
o f  council o f  Essien Udim, Mr. 
Peter Okon Ekere, thanked the 
state governm ent on its effort 
to better the condition o f  life 
o f  the rural people through 
the provision  o f  necessary  
am enities in the area.

He sa id  in ad d itio n  to  
w hat sta te governm ent has 
done, he has also provided 
borehole water, graded roads 
an d  th e  e n th ro n e m e n t o f  
peace in the area, while prom­
ising to do his best in the pro­
tection o f  the projects com ­
missioned.

He also appealed to state 
government to continue in its 
good works to provide other 
amenities that are lacking in 
the area.

Speaking in an interview 
with D aily  Trust, the PDP 
chapter chairman o f the area, 
Mr. Anietie Udo. lauded die 
efforts o f  the stale govern­
ment for bringing dividend o f  
democracy to  th o se  at the 
grassroots and p ledged his 
readiness and w illingness to 
assist in the proper handling 
o f  the project.

Prof. Albert Ozigi saying the opening prayer at the 3rd Annual Trust Dialogue held in Abuja...recently. Pix: Kennedy Egbooo.

Water now flows in Gombe
S  ^  ombe State governor, 

■ "wAlhaji Muhammad 
Danjuma Goje, has 

test run the Gombe Township 
Water Supply Scheme on 
Wednesday, putting to end 
decades o f  shortage o f por­
table water supply to Gombe 
town and its environs.

The governor said the 
multi-billion naira project 
meant to supply w ater to the 
state capital and 15 villages 
along the route from Dadin 
Kowa Dam was initiated in the

F r o m  M u h a m m a d  
A b o b a fc a r , Gomlx.’ j

early 1980s, bitf was not com­
pleted due to neglect by pre­
vious gov ernments until now.

He said the major facrtttjes 
o f  the scheme include a wa­
ter treatment plant with a ca­
pacity for 50 million litres per 
day, high lift booster pump­
ing stations at Dadin Kowa 
and Tabra, giant reservoirs at 
Dadin Kowa with over 200km 
o f  pipelines as pum ping and 
distribution mains.

Governor Goje stated that 
his administration made the 
completion o f die project its 
top priority and to fulfil his 
electioneering cam paign 
p r o m is e s  t o  p r o v id e  c le a n  
a n d  s a fe  d r in k in g  w a te r  t o  th e  
p e o p le  b y  ( e - a w d io g  th e  
c o n tr a c t at a  r e v is e d  s u m  o f  
N7.79b*ion.

According to one res i 
dent o f the state capital, who 
was dated with the develop­
ment, M a la m  Inuwa M a p a ?>  
Sarkin K a s u w a , “ w e  t e a k  
G o d . G o m b e  to w n  h a d  wd- 
fe re d  f r o m  s h o r ta g e  o f  pmr- 
ta b le  w a te r  s in c e  it s  m o v e  
m e n t fr o ra -N a fa d a  t o  w h o r  * 
is  n o w  *■ 1 9 1 9 .”

M akurdi records first rain
AAWTN calls for 

increased budgetary 
allocation to agriculture

R espite cam e the way 
o f  r e s id e n ts  o f  
M akurdi, the Benue 

State capital and its environs, 
yesterday, with several hours 
o f  rain, blowing cool breeze.

The rain w hich covered a 
large area w ithin the state, 
particularly in M akurdi and 
other m ajor towns o f  Otukpo 
and Gboko, first fell twice be­
fore day break. While the first 
down pour lasted for about 
an hou r, b e g in n in g  from  
11pm o f  W ednesday  and  
ending about past 12am o f 
yesterday. The second which 
stated one hour later, lasted 
till about day break before it 
ceased.

W hile  the  d o w n .p o u r  
was heavy in M akurdi and 
adjourning areas the distant 
towns o f  Otukpo, Gboko and 
Katsina-Ala only w itnessed 
drizzles which were however, 
a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  s e v e ra l 
hours o f  wind which blew in 
dust and dirt from all areas.

In M ak u rd i, re s id e n ts

F rom  H ir Joseph,
I Correspondent. M akurdi \

who hitherto slept outdoors 
as a result o f  extrem e heat 
which took the place o f  har- 
m attan, yesterday, slept in­
doors against the cold wind 
that blew in throughout the 
period it lasted.

Residents spoken to said

the change in w eather condi­
tion was a welcom e develop­
m ent as they  did not only 
enjoy a soothing and cooling 
e f fe c t, b u t a lso  c o lle c te d  
some buckets o f  water.

“We slept well, nobody 
slept outdoor again. Besides, 
we collected enough water at 
least to flush our toilets,” said 
one Priscilla Iyortyee, a resi­

dent o f  Kwararafa Quarters 
who recalled that the past two 
months were those o f  extreme 
heat.

However, further obser­
vations showed that in spite 
o f  the happiness which the 
rains attracted, it also com ­
pounded the environm ental 
problems in the Makurdi m e­
tropolis.

War College organises workshop
T he National War Col­

lege has organised a 
o n e -d a y  w o rk sh o p  

entitled: “The M edia and The 
M ilitary” scheduled to hold 
on Tuesday, January 31,2006 
at the college auditorium.

According to a press re­
lease signed by L ieutenant 
C om m ander S. D ahun for 
com m andant o f  the college,

tary operations and exercises, 
media affairs tips for senior 

| o fficers  and com m anders ,

By A bubakar H aruna,
Reporter

press briefing and interview 
techniques and journalism  in 
the field.

The statem ent said Pro­
fessor Fred Onyeoziri o f  the 
University o f  Ibadan will be 
delivering the lead lecture fol­
lowed by contributions from 
m edia rep resen ta tiv es , in­
cluding the military.

 T h e rea fte rr -the re
added, there will be a study 
group session to be held in 
sm aller groups in syndicate

K aduna State govern­
ment has been urged 
to improve the state 

budgetary allocation to agri­
culture in order to ensure ad­
equate food production and 
sustenance o f  agro-based in­
dustries.

Chairm an o f  Agricultural 
and Allied W orkers Union o f  
N igeria (AAW UN), Kaduna 
State council, Com rade Jolly 
Nairi, who made the call in his 
w elcom e address yesterday 
at the second  Q uadrennial 
States Delegate Conference,

From AbdulRaheemAodi.
Correspondent, Kadu

rooms and a final session for 
general d iscussions. It fur­
ther indicated that other re­
source persons expected at 
the w orkshop include, Mr. 
Jimmy Atte o f  the NTA, Man­
aging D irector o f  Channels 
an d  A IT , E d ito rs  o f  the  
G u a rd ia n , N ew  N ig e r ia n , 
Vanguard, the Sun, This day, 
C o m e t, P u n c h , T r ib u n e , 
D a ily  In d e p e n d e n t  an d

J

ers include public relations j 
and in fo rm atio n  d irec to rs  j 
from the arm ed services. Gov. M akarfi o f  Kaduna State

said w ith  over 10% o f  ' 
population being subsi' 
fanners, agriculture rem 
th e  m a in s ta y  o f  the  st 
economy and means o f 1 • 
hood o f  the people.

Com rade Nairi stated : 
the state farmers do not i 
produce food for the pe 
in urban and rural a rea ' 
also feed the surviving in. 
tries with raw m ateria l' 
produce for export. He ado 
that there still exist a wide . 
in agriculture between evi 
sion w orkers and farmer-

“A gricu ltura l technol 
gies should be extended 
the farm ers for adoption j  
fo r use in o rd e r  to  efK 
changes in the total outl- 
o f  production and living v 
dard. Farm ers m ust aK< 
educated and taught on 
use o f  these  tech n o lo g y  
There is also need to incr 
the recruitm ent o f  addi:i< 
qualified agrtcdtural-per • 
nel for a better agric ev.. 
sion services coverage u 
state.
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M akama allays fear 
of traditional ruler

Chairman o f  National Popu­
lation C om m ission (NPC), 
S a m u ’ila M akam a on 
W ednes-day m ade a g ian t 
stride in his advocacy efforts 
when he convinced the tradi­
tional ruler o f  Awka that there 
was no hidden agenda in the 
2006 census.

The traditional ruler, Eze 
Uzu II o f Awka, C hief Gibson 
N w osu , h^d e a r lie r  c o m ­
p lained  du ring  a courtesy  
\  isit that his subjects still did 
not understand why ethnicity 
and religion were not among 
questions to be canvassed in 
the 2006 census.

According to him, “there 
w as a strong feeling that there 
was a hidden agenda” for ex­
cluding the two, adding that 
each tim e his subjects ask 
question him on the issue, he 
will never give the right an­
swer.

“A lot o f  people believe 
that there is a hidden agenda 
that is why I need an explana­
tion so as to know w hat to 
tell my people, especially the 
elderly ones,” he said.

A lthough M akam a gave 
explanations in his prepared 
speech, the monarch said that 
these w ere not satisfactory 
and that he needed to arm  
him self with something more 
convincing and more educa­
tive.

Makama, who took up the 
challenge to explain why the 
two variables would not be 
canvassed, told Nwosu that 
going by the three reasons 
why census was conducted, 
the two issues were not very 
necessary.

Makama said there was no 
government hospitals, roads, 
sc h o o ls  and  o th e r  so c ia l 
amenities that were provided 
based on religion or ethnicity.

He therefore called for the 
understanding o f  all Nigeri­
ans on why the two variables 
w ere expunged.

M akama appealed to Ni­
gerians nursing the intention 
o f  boycotting this year's cen­
sus, to have a rethink on their 
decision since there was more 
to gain in being counted.

F ollow ing the explana­
tion, Nwosu said: “I am satis­

fied w ith the explanations. 
Makama is well trained for the 
job."

“ I will do my best to ex­
plain it the way M akama has 
done and w ill pass on the 
message to our parents. The 
town union will support me 
in doing this,” he said.

The South East has been 
in the forefront for the inclu­
sion o f  ethnicity and religion 
in the 2006 national popula­
tio n  and  h o u sin g  cen su s, 
b illed  to  take p lace  from  
March 21-25.

Meanwhile, the traditional 
ruler o f  Aguleri, Igwe Chris­
topher Idigo, has called on the 
people o f  the area to support 
census w orkers during the 
exercise.

He said that census had 
positive implications for the 
development o f  the com m u­
nity, adding that it was the re­
sponsibility o f  all members o f 
the area to ensure that they 
were counted.

Id igo  assu re d  th a t the 
community would provide all 
the lo g is tic s  n ecessary  to 
make the exercise a success 
in the town and its surround­
ing communities.

M akama in his response 
during the visit assured that 
the NPC would give the coun­
try a credible, reliable and ac­
ceptable census in 2006.

At NPC office in Awka, 
M akam a expressed delight 
that A nam bra was the first 
state that was fully prepared 
and ready for the 2006 cen­
sus.

“T h is 'is  the most pleas­
ant news I have heard since I 
have been touring round this 
country on advocacy visit,” 
he said.

He called on NPC staff in 
Awka to ensure that nobody 
was left out during the five 
days o f  enum eration in the 
state.

Earlier, the Federal Com ­
missioner in the state, Alhaji 
Tijani Kaura, had appealed to 
M akama to give serious at­
tention to NPC office build­
ing in Awka, as it was dilapi­
dated and lacked furniture 
and storage facilities for cen- 
sus documents.

From R-L, Abuja Markets Management Secretary, Mr. Audu Maikori, Director General o f  Abuja Markets Management, Mr. Michael 
Okpo and Mr. Kosamat Anibilowo during their press conference on the outcome o f  their meeting with banks on the selling o f  Wuse 
Market shops, held in Abuja... yesterday.

Renal failure on the increase
T he N igerian Associa­

tion o f  Nephrology has 
e x p re sse d  co n c e rn  

over rising cases o f  Renal faiU 
ure across the country, the 
association has resolved to 
em bark  on aw areness and

F r o m  H a l i m a  S .  S a l e ,  Intern

.sanitization campaign.
A press release signed by 

Dr. F. A. Arogundade, said the 
association  considered it a 
responsibility to educate N i­

gerians on factors promoting 
renal disease in our environ­
ment and ways o f  attaining 
excellent kidney health.

The association, the state­
ment said, needs Nigerians, 
philanthropists, corporate or-

Port Harcourt roads 
wear new look

M o s t ro ad s  and  
s tre e ts  in  P o rt 
Harcourt, the Riv­

ers S tate cap ita l, are now 
wearing new looks as govern­
m e n t’s road rehab ilita tion  
work spreads to several parts 
o f  the metropolis.

Already, some o f  them, in­
cluding Nzimiro and Kaduna 
streets, O lusegun Obasanjo 
Road, Isaac Boro Park round­
abou t and the T ransW oji/ 
E lelenw a roads have been 
completed with asphalt over­
lay.

The News Agency o f  N i­
geria (NAN) reports that re­
habilitation work is progress­
ing on some other streets and 
highways.

The state Com m issioner

for Works, Mrs. Felicity Ovai, 
told newsmen on Wednesday 
shortly after inspecting some 
o f  the roads, that the rehabili­
tation exercise was being car­
ried out on zonal basis.

The measure, she added, 
was to ensure that every part 
o f  the city and state felt the 
presence o f  government.

Ovai said the exercise was 
in fu lfillm en t o f  the sta te  
government’s promise to give 
roads in the state a facelift, 
adding that about 95 per cent 
o f  the jo b  had been  com ­
pleted.

She advised people living 
in areas where the exercise 
had not com menced to be pa­
tient, promising that it would 
affect every part o f  the state.

ganizations for assistance to 
be able to realize their goaN 
and to support renal disease 
awareness and sensitization 
campaign which is scheduled 
to hold in Abuja February 9. 

■ 2QQ6..........................................
A B U J A  N E W S P A P E R S  V E N D O R S  

A S S O C I A T I O N
N e w sp ap e r D is tr ib u tio n  C e n tre , A re a  1, C a d e s tra l  Z o n e  A1 O p p . G a m e  V illage, 

A long N n am d i A zikw e E x p re ss  W ay , G a rk i-A b u ja

The general public is hereby informed that the above nam ed association has applied 
to the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under part ‘C ’ o f  the Companies 
and Allied M atters Act, 1990.
The Trustees are:

- Chairman
- Secretary 

-T reasurer
- Financial Secretary
- Member
- Member
- Member
- Member
- Member
- Member

1. M r. Edm und A rikpo
2. Mr. Onwe Gabriel O.
3. Mr. Abraham Ojogbane James

4. Mr. K ingsley Godwin Onome
5. Mr. Benson Ofem U jong
6. Mr. Benjamin Ofem Obongha
7. Mr. V ictor A. Felix
8. M allam Awalu Sani
9. Mr. Etim Iwara Eteng 

j 10. Mr. Salvador Eko Yemi 

j A ims and Objectives:
1. To Identify all vendors residing in Abuja and its environs
2. To seek for and protect the interest o f  new apaper vendors in Abuja.
Any objection to  the registration should be forw arded to  the Registrar - G eneral. 

Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 565, Ndola Square, Wuse Zone 5, P.M.B. 189. 
Abuja, w ithin tw enty-eight (28) days o f  this publication.

SIGNED:
Edm und Arikpo  
Chairman (ANVA)

N AFDAC officials in 
Enugu on W ednes­
day sealed  up tw o 

pharmaceutical retail outlets 
at the Ogbete M arket for al­
legedly selling fake and ex­
pired drugs.

Head o f  the agency’s op­
erations in the state, Udoekpo 
Ekpo, told the News Agency 
o f  N ig e r ia  (N A N ) th a t 
NAFDAC raided the shops 
following a tip o ff by some 
concerned individuals.

He said the owners o f  the 
shops fled when they sighted 
N A FD A C operatives w ho, 
a f te r  sea rch in g  the shops 
found stocks o f  an unregis­
te re d  and  fak e  d ru g , 
M ethocarbam ol in 100 and

NAFDAC seals shops, 
impounds drugs

500 packs.
A no ther shop, he said, 

w as found to be selling an 
expired drug, Centruim, which 
expired in 2001, but whose 
date o f  manufacture was al­
tered to read 2004 with expi­
ration in 2007.

E kpo  sa id  th a t
Methocarbamol was a skeletal 
m u sc le  re la x a n t,  w h ile  
Centruim was a multivitamin 
drug.

He expressed regret that 
in sp ite  o f  fed e ra l
g o v e rn m e n t’s e f fo rts  to

san itise  the drug industr% 
som e unscrupulous dealer 
were still bent on circumven- 
ing governm ent’s good in 
tentions.

Ekpo restated the detcrrr; 
nation o f  NAFDAC to cor 
tinue to w age w ar on the saL 
o f  fak e  an d  su b s tan d a rd  
drugs to protect the health ot 
the people.

He said the owners o f  the 
two shops w ould be fished 
out, and the shops would re 
main sealed while investig.; 
tions continued.

Impeachment: Ngige decries 
roles of Oyo CJ, legislators

G overnor Chris Ngige 
o f  Anambra state has 
condem ned the ac­

tions o f  the Oyo acting C hief 
Ju d g e , Ju s tic e  A fo lab i 
Adeniran and the legislators 
in the impeachment o f  former 
Governor Rasheed Ladoja.

Fielding questions from 
newsmen at the Presidential 
W ing o f  the  M u rta la  
M uham m ed  A irp o rt on 
Wednesday, Ngige described 
the impeachment as “a dan­
gerous omen for democracy 
in Nigeria”.

He said the actions o f  the 
acting chief judge and the leg­

islators were a breach o f  the 
country’s constitution and a 
m ockery o f  the dem ocratic 
institution.

The governor declared: 
“It is like a farm er going into 
his farm, destroying every­
thing.

The constitution is the le­
gal docum ent. It is the su­
preme law o f  the land.

“It is the same constitu­
tion  tha t even created  the 
state legislature. So, if  they 
say that the constitution is no 
longer in existence, then I 
don’t see them being there.

“The issue is not about

Ladoja. It is about constitu­
tionality. The impeachment o f 
a governor should be done in 
accordance with section 188 
o f  the constitution.”

Ngige also reiterated his 
e a r l ie r  c a ll fo r  the  
decentralisation o f  the police 
force in the country, stress­
ing: “I am for the state police.

Eighty per cent o f  the per­
sonnel should be drawn from 
their states o f  origin.”
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i s i e w s
P la te a u  youths call 

fo r  D a r iy e ’s rem o va l

Governor J.C. Dariye (centre) flanked by Ainh. Fidelis Tapguit, Minister o f  Industries, Deputy Senate 
President, Alhaji (Dr.) Ibrahim Nasiru Mantu, Rev. John Adumu Longhor, member. House o f  Repre­
sentatives and the Deputy Governor, C hief Michael Kotmang (right) singing at the funeral service o f  
late Amh. Gerslion Guyit, at ECWA Plateau Church, Jos... recently.

la te a u  P ro g re ss iv e  
Y outh  A llia n c e  has 
urged the state House 

o f  Assembly “to redeem the 
im age and integrity  o f  the 
people o f  the state by rem ov­
ing Governor Joshua Dariye 
from office.”

Briefing newsmen on the 
political situation in the state, 
the coordinator o f  the A lli­
ance in Abuja, Mr. Levi Ladan, 
also called on the lawfnakers 
to put religious and ethnic 
considerations aside and act 
justly.

“We also call on prom i­
nent Nigerians to intervene in 
the current situation in the 
state. “ The House o f  A ssem ­
bly appears con fused  and 
needs to be encouraged.

They have over the time 
maintained silence and indif­
fe ren c e  u n til the  rcc cn t 
prompting by the EFCC,” he 
said.

T he c o o rd in a to r  a lso  
called on the PDP to com ple­

ment the efforts o f  the EFCC 
to  e n tre n c h  sa n ity  and  
healthier financial transaction 
in the conduct o f  the public 
business by the state govern­
ment and its agents.

The coalition commended 
the PDP and the federal gov­
e rn m e n t fo r su sp e n d in g  
Dariye and freezing the state 
governm ent’s accounts, re­
spectively.

“ F urther leg itim ate ac­
tions are required to compel 
compliance with civilized stan­

dard o f public expenditi 
m orality ,” Ladan sau' 
urged for a special ail­
ment for w orkers’ salar - 
be paid as and when di 

He further said that 
w ere many issues th.: 
dered on legality and 
ity involving the govern, 
eluding alleged physic 
tack on EFCC operati 

“ We must not sit b.i. 
w atch, som ething mi 
done to restore our in u . 
he added.

Kuje pupils get free 
school uniforms

P!

UBE commends FG over teachers’ training
Ihe Executive Chairman, 
Anambra State Univer­
sal B asic E ducation  

B o ard , B a rr is te r  Je ss ie  
Balonwu at the seminar for 
Principals o f  Junior Second­
ary Schools (JSS) yesterday 
at CANA House, Awka, ex­
pressed his gratitude to the 
federal governm ent and the 
UBE commissioner for assist­
ing in the training and retrain­
ing o f  teachers for effective 
teaching and learning.

Je ss ie  B alonw u  m a in ­
tained that teachers are the ar­
rowheads o f  the success or 
fa ilu re  o f  any educational 
programme.

“The roles teachers play 
in the educative progress are 
cen tral to  basic  education  
particularly in the third world 
co u n tries . A nd in the a d ­
vanced countries, there are 
substitutes for teacher’s roles 
in the forms o f  teaching ma­
chines, computers, etc. with 
programmed instructions, but 
in co u n tries  like N igeria , 
teachers remain the managers 
o f  know ledge”, adding that 
tra in in g  and re tra in in g  o f  
teachers should be the foun-

From  Beatrice O n u c h u k w u ,

Correspondent (Awka)

dation o f  quality education at 
all levels.

W hile expressing  UBE 
concern on construction o f  
new school blocks, renova­
tions o f dilapidated ones, pro­
vision o f  books and materials 
with significant attention to 
capacity building focused on 
teachers. Balonw u em pha­
sized on the report o f  a semi­
nar by the Nigeria Educational 
Research Council in 1980, 
which stated that teachers are

the main determinant o f  qual­
ity in education, ( if  they are 
apathetic, uncommitted, unin­
spired, lazy, unmotivated, an­
tisocial, she said, the whole 
nation is doomed, adding that 
if  they are ignorant in their 
d ifferent subject areas and 
im pact w rong inform ation, 
they would not only be use­
less, but also dangerous.

She further said that the 
kind o f  teachers trained and 
posted  to the schools may 
well determine what the new 
generation will be and to main­
tain high standard in our JSS,

the UBE would provide for 
teachers training and retrain­
ing.

“ I am confident that the 
erudite scholars carefully se­
lected as resource persons to 
present papers at this w ork­
shop will uplift the quality o f 
teaching in schools”.

kupils in Kuje Area Coun­
cil o f  the Federal Capi­
tal Territory (FCT) are 

to get free school uniform s 
this academic session.

The chairman o f  the area 
council, Alhaji Jibrin Wowo, 
disclosed this W ednesday at 
Kuje in an interview with the 
News Agency o f  N igeria.

Wowo said that the dis­
tr ib u tio n  o f  the u n ifo rm s 
commenced last year and that 
the gesture was aimed at re­
ducing the hardship faced by 
parents.

A cco rd ing  to  him , the 
council has also been paying 
common entrance exam ina­
tion fees for all primary six 
pupils in Kuje.

“ I believe in the slogan

that education is power * 
sector has great priori i 
administration,” the cha 
said.

He said the learnin. 
dition were also not 
as the council had emb 
on the renovation o f  fac 
adding that furniture 
ercise books would aN 
distributed free.

“We w ant basic ed 
tion in our area counci 
in proper shape,” Wow >

The chairm an sai. 
the uniforms were for * 
pupils and that alread\ 
uniform s had been di- 
u ted , w hile  the rem ai 
ones would soon be di 
uted.

In tomorrow's

Gov advocates review of 
political office holder 
salaries every 5 years

ovem or Ahmed Sani and Fiscal Commission, Mr.

. p i c k  o f  t h e  w e e k

ro f  Zam fara has advo- 
I ca ted  the rev iew  o f  

the rem uneration o f  public 
o ff ic e -h o ld e rs  ev e ry  fiv e  
years.

He made the call on Tues- 
day in Gusau when the Fed­
eral Commissioner in the Rev­
enue Mobilisation, Allocation

Catholic Church frowns 
at emphasis on condom

A lthough N igeria has 
concluded plans with 
Thailand to start the 

production  o f  condom s in 
Nigeria, the Catholic Church 
has  sa id  th a t is n o t the 
country’s priority.

The C atho lic  faith  has 
consistently been against the 
use o f  contraceptives for fam­
ily planning practice, includ­
ing the use o f  condoms, but 
insists on either abstinence or 
the natural means called ‘Bill­
ing m ethod.’

“Government should fight 
poverty, sicknesses and make 
e f fo rts  to  p ro v id e  so c ia l 
amenities instead o f  fighting 
AIDS with condom produc­
tion”, the Catholic archbishop 
o f  Lagos, Anthony Cardinal 
Olubunmi Okogie, said in a

governm ent should channel 
its efforts towards the eradi­
cation o f  poverty, hunger and 
the provision o f  social ameni­
ties that are lacking in the na­
tion.

He said that use o f con­
dom and production was “ im­
moral, promotes irresponsible 
sex and promiscuity, adding, 
“ I wonder if government is 
aware o f  the danger the pro­
duction o f  condom s will do 
the country and the youths.

The cardinal expressed 
regret about the policy, not­
ing that “ it is unfortunate that 
w hile  o ther em bassies are 
promoting trade and bilateral 
relations, we are encouraging 
cheap money and cheap pro-

Otumba Oluwatobe, paid him 
a courtesy visit.

Sani said the review o f the 
remuneration o f  public office­
h o ld e rs  ev e ry  f iv e  y ea rs  
would prevent such officers 
from indulging in corrupt prac­
tices.

The governor, who was 
represented by the Secretary 
to  the S ta te  G o v ern m e n t 
(S S G ), A lh a ji A b u b a k a r 
Hussani. said the state gov­
ernment would set up a com ­
mittee to look into the issue 
and propose an acceptable 
rem unera tion  package for 
such officers.

“We will soon set up a 
com m ittee to be headed by 
the state com m issioner for 
justice to look into the issue,” 
he said.

Sani assured the com m is­
sioner and his team  o f  the 
state governm ent’s support 
and cooperation  to enable 
them to achieve their goal.

E arlie r in h is rem arks, 
Oluwatobe said the com m is­
sion decided to review  the 
rem uneration o f  the public 
and political office-holders as 
well as judicial officers in line 
with the changing economic 
realities.

The team was in Zamfara 
state to obtain inputs from the

W hen p o lit ic s  
c la s h  w ith  S h aria
•  I did not give musicians 63 cars -governor

R im i: Mystery of a murder
©  P o l i c e  p a r a d e  s u s p e c t s  n e x t  w e e k

Kalu speaks on links with 
Buhari, IBB and Atiku

Female major battles Arm
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Kwara 
reads riot 
act on Due 

Process
!j From Abdulrazaq Adebavo.

Correspondent (Ilorin)

K w ara  sta te  govern  
m en t W e d n esd ay  
read out riot act on 

due process and corruption 
to public office holders with 

i a w arning to  state com m is­
sioners to abide by the policy 
or throw in the towel. 

m  A t a press briefing at the 
| Government House, Ilorin, the 
state Com missioner for Infor­
mation, Alhaji A bdulRahim  
Adedoyin, said governm ent 
has strengthened its anti cor­
ru p tio n  an d  d u e  p ro c e ss  
stance w ith sanctions to be 
invoked on erring com m is­
sioners who flout the policy.

He told journalists that a 
su m m it on  g o v e rn m e n t 
policy would com e up next 
w eek aim ed at sensitiz ing  
public functionaries on the 
process and sanctions p ro ­
vided.

The com missioner, said a 
com m ittee has also been put 
in place to go round the state 
ministries and enlighten offic­
ers on the new  dispensation 
w hich am ong o ther th ings 
requires subm ission  o f  re ­
ports on contracts and scru­
tinizing paym ents vis-a-vis 
certificates issued in respect 
o f  projects executed.

Reports are also required 
to be subm itted to supervi­
sors approving projects for 
payments, just as the state ex­
ecutive council has directed 

com m issioners to  do a 
check list on due process be­
fore paym ents are approved 
by them .

G overnor Bukola Saraki, 
acco rd in g  to  the co m m is­
sioner, has directed all com ­
missioners to go back to their 
constituencies and find out 
the dire needs o f  their people 
and inform the council as part 
o f  the determ ination to make 
a meaningful impact on their 
lives.

Duih’ Trust F r i d a y ,  J a n u a r y  2 7 ,  2 0 0 6

N e w s

The president o f  the newspapers distributions association, Mohammed Yahaya, making his remarks at the 3rd Annual Trust Dialogue dinner heU , 
Abuja ...recently. Pix: Kennedy EgbonoJ/i

Delta elections: Supreme Court throws out Ibori’s suit
Q n n r p m p  r * A n r t v p c  I n m n ^ t i h i t p  9 n p w n f l n p l ’ th p  t l C e S  I g n o r e d  h i m .  J u s t i c e  k ir iu l  K w  I K n n  t l lo t  t Vi.» /•,u ir tI he Supreme Court yes 

terday struck out a suit 
by  the , C h ie f  Jam es 

O nanefe Ibo ri’s suit on the 
2003 State gubernatorial elec­
tion on the ground that such 
cases term inate at the Court 
o f  Appeal.

The court addressing Ibo­
ri’s counsel, C hief Milton Ow- 
ovhoriole, a (SAN), suit won­
dered why he did not advise 
h is  c lien t ag a in st b ring ing  
m atters arising from  the 2003 
Delta state gubernatorial elec­
tions to not Supreme Court in 
spite o f  the clear w ordings o f  
Section 246 (3) o f  the 1999 
constitution.

It provides that “the deci­
sions o f  the Court o f  Appeal 
in respect o f  appeals arising 
from election petitions shall 
be final.”

The S even ju s t ic e s  ex ­
pressed dism ay that a Senior 
A dvocate o f  N igeria  could  
advise his client to  file an ap­
peal on governorsh ip  e lec­
tions matter at the apex court 
saying they w ould not be a 
party to such a charade.

Justice D ahiru M usdap- 
her, looked directly at Owov- 
horiole who was addressing 
th e  c o u rt an d  e x c la im e d . 
"W hat do you take this court 
to be? For an election that took

By Ruby Rabiu Senior 
Reporter

place in 2003, you want us to 
hear this case when another 
election w ill take place in 
2007?”

“As a very very old and 
seasoned lawyer, you sho­
uld know that he cannot ap­
peal to this court on election 
m atters.”

A t this stage, the court 
presided over by Sylvester 
UmarOnuh, called on Malam 
Y usuf Ali (SAN), counsel to 
the President o f  the Court o f  
Appeal who was sued along­
side C hief G reat Ogboru to 
m ove the prelim inary objec­
tion he filed challenging the 
ju risdiction  o f  the court to 
entertain the mater.

A li to ld  the court that 
there have been several ap­
peals on the matter.

He said that the court o f  
appeal in July, ruled that a 
new governorship election 
tribunal be constituted to try 
w hether Ibori was disquali­
fied from contesting as gov­
ernor in view o f  the fact that 
he was alleged to be an ex­
convict.

He to ld  the court that 
rather than allow the Presi­
dent o f  the Court o f  Appeal

to constitute a new panel; the 
governor procured an order 
from a high court in Asaba 
restraining the president o f  
the court o f  appeal from con­
stituting the new panel.

Ali told the court that it 
lacked the jurisdiction to hear 
the appeal because o f  sec­
tion 246 (3) o f  the constitu­
tion.

C h ie f  G ani Faw ehinm i 
(SAN) who represented O g­
boru, also urged the court to 
throw out the case because 
it was a mere ploy to buy time.

He said, “ It is not right 
for a counsel to expose the 
ju d ic ia ry  to  r id ic u le . My 
Lords, this country needs a 
com m ent from  this court on 
this issue to prevent lawyers 
from exposing the judiciary 
to ridicule.”

At this juncture, Owovh- 
oriole objected but the ju s ­

tices  ig n o red  him . Ju s tice  
Akintola Ejiwunmi could also 
not hide his disgust.

He said, “ It is unfortunate. 
We take positions as if  w e are 
not bound  by  the ru les  o f  
law.”

He rejected the claim  by 
Ibori’s lawyer that the trial be­
fore the tribunal would am o­
unt to a double jeopardy be­
cause the governor had been 
tried on the same issue before 
an Abuja High Court.

Justice Ejiw unm i asked, 
“The petition before the tri­
bunal is a criminal case? What 
jeopardy  does anyone have 
in this case?

“ If  you are not satisfied 
with the decision o f  the court 
o f  appeal, go and beg the law­
makers to am end the consti­
tution.”

Justice George Oguntade 
reminded the team o f lawyers

hired by Ibori that the 
o f  appeal was the final 
in governorship election n . 
ters.

He said, “ If  you are 
satisfied with the court 
peal’s decision, you car 
go home and pray to G<v 
not appeal to this co u r 

A t this juncture, Ju 
M usdapher urged O w  
riole to w ithdraw  the ca^ 

He said, “You are a > 
senior lawyer. We do ni ■ 
to te ll you  tha t w e do n> 
have jurisdiction.” 

Reluctantly, Owovh. 
agreed to  w ithdraw  thi 
peal. He said, “These 
w ise men cannot be wn 
it is my L ords’ decision r  
w ithdraw  it, I will do so 

He w ithdrew  the ap: . 
fo llo w in g  w h ich  J u ' 
O nuh struck it out.

Gov. Saraki charges 
public officers on honesty
Go v e rn o r  B u k o la  

■ Saraki, has charged 
pub lic  o ffic e rs  in 

K wara state to m ake hard- 
work, honesty and commit-

Former IGP blames insecurity on FG
T he form er Inspector 

G e n e ra l o f  P o lic e , 
A lhaji Ibrahim Aliyu 

A ttah , W ednesday blam ed 
the federal governm ent over 
insecurity in the country say­
ing that the support it gives 

*the police was not enough.
A lhaji A ttah , w ho w as 

s p e a k in g  to  n ew sm en  in 
K ano recen tly  advised  the

for recruitment and training o f

From Yusha'u Adamu 
Ib rah im , Correspondent 

(K ano)

police officers as, according 
to him, the present situation 
o f  the police force could not 
allow it to operate effectively.

“ Police cannot tackle the 
nation’s insecurity when they 
tlcm o t have equipm ent such 

gpnjimunication 
amo*o i) ;h ^  things 

and therefore FG shoyl^ .do

more for the police.’
He regretted that the en­

tire security o f  the nation was 
left in the hands o f  police 
alone, pointing out that the 
nation’s security was a co l­
lective responsibility o f  all 
Nigerians.

Alhaji Attah, stated that 
h av in g  g o n e  to  v a r io u s  
countries around the globe 
and ‘1b m ost o f th e  ih iw r- 
tant countries-, thg  ^govern­
ment aiki fhe'-people support i

the police in the discharge o f  
their primary responsibilities 
but in N igeria the issue is not 
the sam e.”

He stressed that N igeria 
has capable hands in the po­
lice force but nobody includ­
ing the governm ent is ever 
ready to help them  to d is­
charge  th e ir  du ties  e ffe c ­
tively.

He noted that if  care is not 
taken it'w ill go to an’extent 
tha t'crim inalw ill be trained 
in the N igerian po'lice force.

ment to duty their watchword.
Speaking at the swearing 

in ceremony o f  a new commis­
sioner, Mr. Segun O lawoyin, 
for the M inistry o f  Environ­
ment in Ilorin, yesterday Gov­
ernor Saraki, asked him  to 
carry  along  o fficers o f  the 
m inistry and eschew acts ca­
pable o f  retarding progress o f 
the state.

He expressed the b e lie f 
that the resources o f  the state 
shoruld be used for optim al 
service o f  the people and ad­
vised commissioners and per­
m anent secretaries to w ork 
harmoniously.

G overnor Saraki, w hile 
stressj/ig  that, due p rocess, 
transparency and prudent f i - ,

nancial m anagem ent u 
continue to  be the guidi 
principles o f  the state gv ■ 
ment, tasked public oft 
to abide by the letters 
spirit o f  their oaths and 
hard to justify  their po^

The governor, who is 
back to the country ha 
been guest o f  C onfedc 
o f  African Football (CAl 
the opening o f  the on -. 
A frican cup o f  N atio r 
Cairo, took time o ff to in P 
the almost completed no­
minal building at the Ilor 
tem ational Airport.

He expressed satisfa*. 
with the project wh^eh 
pected to be i^irnpletec 
first week o f  February
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rTb Africa Cup» 
of Nafioyis

IGYPT 2  6

Y P T  2 0 0 6

Eto’o eyes goal-scoring record
Samuel Eto’o ’s scintillating 

eoalscoring form contin­
ued at the African Nations 

Cup finals on Wednesday with 
his fourth in two games, edging 
closer to the tournament's all- 
time record.

E to’o scored the first as 
Cameroon overcame World Cup 
finalists Togo 2-0 in their Group 
B match in Cairo to clinch a 
quarter-finals berth but Eto’o said

his goals were not as important 
as team success.

“I’m very pleased with the 
way things are going but I’m 
more pleased for the team than 
for myself,” Eto’o told Reuters.

“We have reached our first 
target which was to get to the 
next round. We now have the 
pressure o f f  us in the next 
match."

Eto'o hit another stunning

drive that brought crowd to its 
feet when he broke the deadlock 
in the 68th m inute o f  
Wednesday’s match.

It followed a hat-trick ofhigh 
quality goals for Cameroon in 
their opening gam e against 
Angola in Cairo on Saturday.

Eto’o, playing in his fourth

Nations Cup finals tournament, 
has now scored 10 goals since 
his first appearance in 2000, and 
matched his own four-goal tally 
from that event.

He is now four goals shy of 
equalling the record o f  14 goals 
scored by Ivory Coast’s Laurent 
Poi ou in 'he 1968 and 1970

tournaments. f
I f  his goal scoring fo rij 

continues E to’o also has ar 
chance to match the record of 
n ine  g o a ls  in a s in g le  
tournament set by Mulumb 
Ndaye o f  Zaire, now known a> 
the Democratic Republic or 
Congo, in 1974.

Angola to appeal Yamba
Angola are to appeal to 

FIFA fora reduction in the 
ine-month ban handed 

to defender Yamba Asha earlier 
this week.

The left back was banned, 
backdated from November, for a 
dmgs offence by world football’s 
governing body on Monday and 
cannot play again until August.

Coach Luis O liveira 
G oncalves said A ngola 
respected  the decision  but

Asha ban
would ask FIFA to reduce the ban 
in order to allow the player to 
compete at the World Cup finals 
in Gemiany.

Yamba Asha, who was the 
only player to compete in all 
matches o f Angola’s successful 
World Cup qualifying campaign, 
has already missed out on the 
A frican N ations Cup finals

W e ‘II win N ations 
Cup, says M ido

Eto \  edges closer to llie tournament all-time record

Egypt will win a record fifth 
A frican N ations Cup 
tlaimcd star striker Mido. 

The 22-year-old Spurs striker 
said despite the hosts needing 
at least a point from their final 
Group A match with the already 
qualified Ivory Coast he was 
confident that they would take 
the trophy. “Will we win? Yes of 
course we will,” said Mido, who 
scored in the opening 3-0 victory

over Libya but did not even have 
a shot on goal in the 0-0 draw 
with Morocco on Tuesday.

H ow ever M ido put his 
peripheral perfonnance as being 
down to him being a marked man.

“1 was one guy being marked 
by four and sometim es five 
players. So it was very difficult 
for me,” said Mido, who was 
replaced 10 minutes before the 
end.

because o f the ban.
"We know FIFA has its ink ' 

and regulations and we abide b 
them but it is a tough ban.

“He is a person whose life i' 
football, who earns his living 
from football and we hope the 
will understand this,” the coa t1 
told Reuters on Wednesday afte 
his side’s 0-0 draw with the 
Democratic Republic o f Congo

FI FA did not give any detai! 
o f  the drug offence when 
announcing  the ban on 
Monday. Angolan officials said 
Yamba Asha had taken a flu 
rem edy w hich contained  a 
banned substance.

O liv ier G oncalves said 
Angola faced going to the Won 
Cup without two key players 
Yamba Asha and Gilberto. win 
had an operation on an Achille > 
tendon injury in Gemiany ti. 
week.

“It’s a big blow for a countn 
like ours to lose these players for 
Germany,” he added.

We must avoid Cameroon at all costs, says Michel
I’vory Coast must come top 

o f  its group if  they are to 
avo id  a lik e ly  A frican  

N ations C up qu arte r-fin a l 
w ith Cam eroon, their coach 
Henri M ichel told AFP.

T he E le p h a n ts  a re  
already through to the last 
e ight - thanks to the ir 2-1 
v ic to ry  o v e r  L ib y a  on 
Tuesday - but they need to 
avoid losing to Egypt in their 
final group m atch to  avert 
M ichel’s nightm are scenario.

Iv o ry  C o a s t h a v e  s ix  
points from their two matches 
while hosts Egypt also need 
a draw' to assure them selves 
o f  m aking the last eight as

th e y  a re  on fo u r w 'ith 
M orocco  on one - but the 
latter play pointless Libya in 
their last match.

“The Elephants m ust put 
the fact they have already  
qualified out o f  their m inds 
and at least get a draw, so we 
finish top o f  the group,” said 
the 57-year-old Frenchman.

Michel, who guided Ivory 
Coast to their first ever World 
Cup finals spot, denied that 
it w as n e ith e r  b ecau se  he 
feared Cam eroon - w ho look 
like topping Group B - or that 
it was dow n to the poor form 
his side has shown thus far.

“ We d o n ’t fear anyone 
but as I have said before it is 
im p o r ta n t  to  a v o id  th e  
stronger teams in the quarter­
f in a ls ,” sa id  M ichel, w ho 
co ach ed  C am eroon  at the 
1994 World Cup finals.

“ It is not about fear. It is 
simply tactical. If it falls badly 
for us then so be it. we will 
have to cope with it."

M ic h e l,  w ho  c o a c h e d  
France to the 1984 Olym pic 
title and the senior side to the 
1986 W orld Cup sem i-finals, 
adm itted that his side had not 
yet shown their propen form

in the win over Libya and the 
1 -0 victory over M orocco.

“Because w e cam e here 
having already achieved an 
h is to ric  W orld C up f in a ls  
p la ce  w e w ere  c la sse d  as 
am ong the favourites for the 
title. “I think a mixture o f  that 
tag and som e nerves hasn’t 
helped us express ourselves, 
thus we haven’t really played 
like w e can.

“ H o w ev er th e re  is an 
upside in that if  we play badly 
and w in  m a tch e s , a ll the

the others.”
M ichel, a fo rm er PSG 

coach but has not had a job  
in France since 1994, could 
not say when or if  his much 
missed striker Aruna Dindane 
w ould return after the Lens 
m arksm an had to return to 
France when one o f  his twin 
daughters died last week.

“ W e h a v e n 't  sp o k e n  
since he left,” said Michel. 
“All I said to him  when he left 
was that if  he wanted to come 
back here there w as a place

better for us and a sham e for for him always in the squad.”

Kanu charges young Eagles
Nw ankw o K anu will 

a g a in  h a v e  to  be 
content w'ith a place 
on th e  b en c h  a g a in s t 

Zim babwe today here in Port 
Said but the West Brom wich 
A lbion star has insisted that 
the y ou th fu l team  w ill be 
gunning for the full points 
ag a in st the W arriors from  
Harare.

“The experienced players 
in the team like me are here to 
e n c o u ra g e  th e  y o u n g e r  
players many o f  whom  are 
o n ly  a p p e a r in g  at th is  
tournam ent for the very' first

tim e,” he said.
“ We a re  d is a p p o in te d  

that we will not be playing at 
th e  W orld  C u p  b u t th e  
N ations C up is an equally  
im portan t tou rnam en t and 
even though we did not make 
it to Germtjny, we are in Egypt 
determined to win the Nations 
Cup.” 1

The 29-year-old forward 
added: “ It is therefore very 
im p o r ta n t th a t w e b e a t 
Z im b a b w e  and  bo o k  o u r 
tic k e t to the q u a rte rf in a ls  
eVen before, our last group 

j match against Senegal." |  ....
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N IG E R IA N  E X PO R T  PR O M O T IO N  C O U N C IL
EXPORT EXPANSION G RANT (EEG) SCHEM E  

EXPORTERS’ EEG  RATE DETERM INATION ALGORITHM
Following the completion o f  the Redesigned EEG Scheme and for purposes o f  transperency, we hereby publish for exporters’ information the new EEG Rate 
Determination Algorithm as provided by the Federal Government appointed Consultants-Messrs PriceWaterhouseCoopers.

M a n u f a c t u r i n g E X P O R T E R  E E G  R A T E  D E T E R M I N A T I O N  T E M P L A T E

L o c a l  V a l u e  a d d e d
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E m p o l y m e n t  G e n e r a t i o n
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S e m i -
M a n u f a c t u r i n g E X P O R T E R  E E G  R A T E  D E T E R M I N A T I O N  T E M P L A T E
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T a b l e  3 S c o r e  a c h i e v e d E E G  R a te
score > =  70% 10%
score >= 50%  but < 70% 7.5%
score >= 25%  but < 50% 5%
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M e r c h a n t  E x p o r t e r s

T a b l e  1 S c o r e  a c h i e v e d E E G  R a t e M a n u f a c t u r i n g
score >=  70% 30% I p r o c e s s e d  - f in is h e d  g o o d s ]
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The processes o f  determ ining the EEG rate w ere properly addressed and explained during the various interactive sem inar held with the exporters for this purpose. However, for more 
information please contact NIGERIAN EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL, Export House, Block 312, Kumba Street, Wuse Zone 2, P.M.B. 133, Garki-Abuja. E-mail: enquirv@nepc.gov.nL; 
Website: www.nepc.gov.ng Tel:09-5230933.0r PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS.

SIGNED:
M rs. G .M .Sasore 

Special A dviser to  the P residen t/C E O
-*t—«* -■>— ■'<------ ' ' *! ■ ri' i ' .  P -----u.

'f . T (j

mailto:enquirv@nepc.gov.nL
http://www.nepc.gov.ng
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S p o r t s
EGYPT 2006 AFRICA CUP OF NATIONS

LeRoy’s passion for African game endures
<5 > Ajriia Cup

Q< MtttlOlii
EGYPT

C \  laucie L eR oy sinks 
into the so la in his 

/  hotel lobby, his eyes 
tw ink ling  w ith  en thusiasm  
as he begins a d iscourse on 
African soccer, its highlights 
and foibles in front o f  an ea­
ger audience.

A fter m ore than two dec­

ades. the Frenchm an is one 
o f  the elder statesm en o f  the 
A frican game.

LeR oy first took  charge 
o f  a side at the tournam ent 
20  y e a r s  ag o  w h en  
C am eroon finished runners- 
up the last tim e the event 
w as held in Egypt.

He won the title in 1988 
w ith the Indom itable L ions 
an d  to o k  S e n e g a l to  the  
sem i-finals in 1990 and the 
q u a r te r - f in a ls  tw o  y e a rs  
later.

N ow  at the helm  o f  the 
D e m o c ra tic  R e p u b lic  o f  
C ongo, th is is his fifth tour­
nam ent in charge o f  a team , 
a record  for a coach at the 
N ations Cup.

“ I 'm  happy about that. I 
like these kind o f  statistics. 
They are very in teresting ,” 
LeRoy said.

“A fter 20 years I can still 
say soccer in A frica is my 
passion. 1 have not changed. 
1 have seen an exponential 
g row th in its developm ent 
and a dram atic  change from  
20  y ears  ago  w hen  I f irs t 
cam e to the cup in Egypt. We 
had ju s t tw o stadium s then, 
no  T V  c o v e ra g e . T h in g s  
w ere a lot d iffe ren t then .”

LeRoy says he thinks the 
2006 tournam ent will be won 
“ by the team  w ith the best 
goalkeeper” .

“ T h e k e e p e r  th a t can  
neu tra lise  the super o ffen ­
sive talents will win it for his 
team . T here  are so m any

good strikers here that the 
goalkeepers are key.”

It is the cue for a story 
on h is  ow n  g o a lk e e p in g  
w oes and a tale from his vast 
repertoire o f  African football 
tales w hich m ake LeR oy a 
sough t-afte r raconteur.

“ 1 am the only coach in 
the w orld  w ho has p icked  
his side at the a irport,” he 
suddenly  pronounces.

“W hen w e trave lled  to 
South A frica (fo r a W orld 
Cup qualifier in D urban last 
O ctober) 1 had a lot o f  p rob­
lem s w ith my squad. Som e 
players did not get tickets 
sent to them  in Europe, o th ­
ers d id  no t h av e  v isa s  in 
tim e and 1 arrived  w ith 13 
players.

“There w as a big con tin ­
gent o f  C ongolese fans w ait­
ing to m eet us at the airport 
and I w as talk ing about my 
problem  when they told me 
there w ere tw o good p lay­
ers in the crow d w ho had 
also com e to say hello .”

O ne w as the te en a g ed  
striker B laise M bele, a lead­
ing scorer this season in the 
S o u th  A fr ic a n  p r e m ie r  
league, and the o ther goal-

Amun petitions FIFA 
over Galadima

Congo’s French coach Claude LeRoy is one o f  the eldest statesmen o f  African football.

Obiefule reflects on

A cting Secretary Gen 
era! o f  the N igerian  
Football Association,

| NFA, Fanny Ikhayere Amun,
; has said that he has written a 
i petition against chairm an o f  
the so c c e r  h o u se . A lh a ji 

I Ibrahim Galadim a, which he 
| has forwarded to world foot- 
j ball governing body, FIFA.
| Am un said his petition is on 
I G aladim a’s insistence to run 
j the NFA for a second term.

“ I am going to do every- 
j th ing  possib le  in ensuring  
that Galadima does not return 
in his second term bid.

“Galadim a has forgotten

Super Eagles Denmark- 
based midfielder, Paul 
Obiefule has stated that 

the collapsing incident that 
hit him in training last w eek­
end has taught him  another 
big lesson about life.

The Eagles camp was set 
into apprehension, when the 
Viborg SC o f  Denmark star 
c o lla p s e d  an d  lo st c o n ­
sciousness last Saturday dur­
ing a  training session.

The 20-year-old form er 
Iwuanyanwu Nationale player

has taken 'a look back at the 
scary moment, and stated that 
the episode has now changed 
his outlook about life forever.

O b ie fu le  also  revealed  
that the incident affected his 
parents, who initially thought 
he had suffered a heart attack.

Incidentally , the team ’s 
assistant captain. Nwankwo 
Kanu, who underwent heart 
surgery in 1996, said he was 
in total shock, the mom ent he 
saw Paul Obiefule lying m o­
tionless on the pitch

Kanu said: “1 know what 1 
went through m yself so I can

tell you that it was hard or me 
to watch him on the floor.”

that it was governm ent who 
made him the Chairman o f  the 
NFA in the first place, but 
now  he w an ts  to  s tay  on 
th ro u g h  e v e ry  p o s s ib le  
means despite the illegality o f  
the Kano Congress,” Amun 
i n f o r m e d  
N igeriansportsonline.com  in 
his Room 532 at the Eagles 
Helnan Hotel here in Port Said.

“ I have petitioned FIFA 
about this and I am still going 
to send a follow-up letter be­
cause that election in Kano 
was a clear violation o f  the 
g u id e l in e s ,” in s is te d  the 
former Golden Eaglets coach.

“The statutes clearly do 
not permit the Secretary G en­
eral to vote, but I voted in 
K ano. A nd th is  is a  c le a r  
breach o f  the rules,” A p u tr  
emphasized.

Eagles train behind dose doors

keeper Francis Chansa, bot 
from  leading club Orlan> 
Pirates.

“ I told them  both  to  jo in  
us and while we flew to Di 
ban, they  d rove th e ir  ca; 
dow n from  Johannesburg 
f iv e -h o u r  jo u rn e y ) .  The 
both looked qu ite  good 
training and I chose them t 
the bench. M bele even cam . 
on fo ra  few minutes near ! 
end o f  the m atch .”

Both also m ade the 2 ' 
man squad  for the N ation - 
Cup finals in Egypt. “ 1 rx 
no o th e r  co a ch  h as be^ 
able to do that,” LeRoy sa i

Then there is the case > 
G rim sby  Town m id fie ld . 
Jean-Paul K am udim ba, u  i 
played at the N ations Cup 
in T unisia in 2004 but tin  
d rifted  in to  o b sc u rity  be 
cause o f  a case o f  m istak . 
identity.

“ I learned that a p la \ 
ca lled  K am udim ba Kakt 1 

had scored the w inning  goa 
in a cu p  g a m e  a g a i ’ 
T o tte n h a m  H o tsp u r , 
though t that sounds liki. 
C o n g o le s e  n a m e  so  
phoned  the c lub  and tin  
confirm ed it.

“O f course, I knew  Jea ' 
Paul K am udim ba w hen 1 
played  at N ice but the Em: 
lish are using his nam e tl 
w rong w ay round, so  I h. 
no idea. H e’s in m y squ.; 
too .”

The C ongo lese side ar. 
fam ed for their adm inistr. 
tive and financial p rob lem '

L eR o y  e x p r e s s e s  hi 
w e a r in e s s  o v e r  c o n s ta n  
battles to instil a sense 
p ro fe s s io n a lis m  in to  the 
sq u a d  b u t a lso  s e e m s  t< 
draw  a perverse reserve o: 
energy from  the struggle i 
overcom e the endless obs’ : 
cles.

“ I am  g o in g  to  tak e  . 
grand holiday a fte r this an. 
then choose a b ig  team  i 
coach. S ince w e beat T ol: 

in ou r first gam e here I h a \ i 
had so m any offers, it has 
been crazy. Such a good fe e  
ing for m e.”

The Super Eagles did not 
o p en  th e  g a te s  fo r 
com ers for their train­

ing at the Al-M erriekh in Port 
Said on W ednesday evening.

The team, which had hith­
erto opened the gates to  fensi 
and media men, did not allow 
other people into the stadium 
for the training, which was to

perfect strategies for Friday’s 
important cr acker against the 
Warriors o f  Zimbabwe.

A fter beating G hana on 
Monday, the Eagles are sec­
ond on the group B table be- 

(hiadilhfi Teranga;fLions o f  
Senegal,-who lead by v ir tu e  
o f  more goals. They beat Zim ­
babwe 2-0 w hile  the Facies

won 1 -0.
Victory' for the Eagles on 

Friday would take them to the 
quarter finals, with the match 
against'Senegal on Tuesday 
still to come.

"We needed to do things 
that are related-to  s tra teg y  
That was why we locked up”, 
one o f the coaches told us.
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Gutsy Henin ousts Sharapova to reach final
Eighth seed Justine Henin- 

H ardenne put in jury  
concerns aside to over­

power Russian Maria Sharapo­
va on Thursday and reach the 
Australian Open final.

The B elg ian , w ho w as 
unable to  defend her 2004 
M elbourne crown last year 
through injury, ground fourth 
seed Sharapova down to win 4- 
66-1 6-4, stretching her winning 
s treak  in A ustra lia  to  an 
extraordinary 20 matches.

Henin-Hardenne will play 
third seed Amelie Mauresmo in 

: Saturday’s final after second 
seed Kim Clijsters was forced 
to retire due to an ankle injuiy 
in their semi-final.

“I think it was a great match, 
very intense physically and 
mentally.” a delighted Henin- 
Hardenn.e to ld  a new s 
conference after her two hour. 
26 minute battle on Rod Laver 
Arena.

“Maria, she played a great 
match, the best I’ve seen her 
play in a long time,” she said.

The win was especially sweet 
for Henin-Hardenne, who has 
had to overcome a long battle 
with injuries.

She was unable to defend her 
' 2004 title last year because o f a 
knee injury but returned to win 
the French Open, only then to 
suffer a hamstring injury that cut 
short her 2005 campaign and

threatened her visit to Australia.
But she shrugged o ff  her 

injury woes to win the Sydney 
International two weeks ago, 
just as she did in 2004. installing 
herself as a finri favourite with 
bookmakers to win her second 
Australian title and her fifth 
grand slam.

“When I arrived here I was 
com ing to play a couple o f 
m atches and get my confi­
dence back," Henin-Harden-ne, 
said.

“It's been tough for me to be 
injured for such a long time and 
then coming back in my first 
grand skim, being in the final again, 
I think it’sjust an ama/ingfeeling.”

Henin-Hardenne admitted 
she had a score to settle after 
missing the tournam ent last 
year but said she first wanted 
to enjoy the win before starting 
to th ink about S a tu rd ay ’s 
opponent.

“ I think I had maybe a little 
bit o f revenge on my mind to 
come here,” she said.

The Belgian had to come 
back from a set down for the 
second match in a row after she 
fought back to down top seed 
L indsay D avenport in the 
quarter-finals.

S harapova , bea ten  by 
eventual cham pion  S erena . 
Williams at the same stage last

year, battled hard but could not 
match the Belgian’s tenacity 
and killer backhand.

The Russian drew Henin- 
Hardenne into long rallies and 
used greater shot variety to 
wrong-foot her opponent early, 
claim ing the first set when 
H en in -H ardenne sen t a 
forehand sailing wide.

But H enin-Hardenne gra­
dually took control and broke 
the frustrated Russian twice 
towards the end o f  the second 
set to force the decider.

S harapova fought to the 
end, breaking Henin-Hardenne 
aMhc French Open champion 
served for the match at 5-3.

But the Belgian came back 
strong and s aled v.ctory on 
Sharapova’s scire, clai; ;vng the 
match with a b 'i-’ irin^ back­
hand winner down the lire.

“I ’m very proud gc' n yself

because I kept fighting dut 
the whole match, even 
points that were very Ion 
ran like probably I never ra 
the past on the tennis c< 

enin-Hardenne said.

Injury denies frustrated Clijsters again
A battered and bruised 

Kim Clijsters limped out 
of the Australian Open 

on Thursday after vet another 
injury scuppered the Belgian’s 
tilt at a grand slam.

Second seed Clijsters was 
forced to retire from her semi­
final against Amelic Mauresmo 
o f France after rolling her ankle 
in the deciding third set.

Third seed Mauresmo had 
her nose ahead 5-76-23-2 when 
Clijsters retired, setting up a 
final against Justine Henin- 
Hardenne on Saturday.

“It’s very frustrating, because

1 felt like in that third set I was 
really getting into it,” said 
Clijsters, who limped into a news 
conference before going to 
hospital for scans.

“ I really felt like, if  i kept 
playing the way I was going, 
anything could have happened. 
O f course it’s frustrating.”

The 22 year old had hobbled 
through the earlier rounds with 
back and hip problems without 
dropping a set, but required 
trea tm en t du ring  several 
matches and had been playing 
with her thigh heavily strapped.

The Belgian said that she

had been determined to finish 
the match but it soon became 
clear that would be impossible.

“ I’m not going to quit for 
nothing,” said Clijsters, who is 
guaranteed to regain the world 
num ber one rank ing  from  
Lindsay Davenport following 
the American’s loss to Henin- 
Hardenne in the quarter-finals.

“Even with pain, with the 
ankle, I still wanted to try, but I 
felt it straight away that I wasn’t 
going to be able to push off 
sideways on my forehand.” Henin-Hardenne
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Kuffour doubtful for Ghana

^  v  n v, _.

Super Eagles forw ard John IJtaka will return to the starting line-up after serving out his 
one-match suspension

Feindouno scores late winner for Guinea

Ghana Black Stars and 
AS R om a o f  Ita ly  
d efen ce  strongm an , 

Samuel Ossei Kuffour, is a big 
doubt for the Ghanaians make 
or m ar cracker against the 
Teranga Lions o f  Senegal on 
Friday.

T he s to p p e r copped  a 
muscle sprain in the thigh in 
the Black Stars' opening Group 
D clash with Nigeria’s Super

Eagles and has consequently 
remained a big doubt for their 
next match with the Senegalese 
Lions on Friday.

Kuffour, it was gathered, has 
undergone a m edical test, 
aimed at ascertaining whether 
he could still shrug o ff  the 
injury for Friday’s fixture.

T he G hana , S enegal 
encounter comes up ahead o f  
the (Eagles second match with

the W arriors o f  Z im bab\ 
same day.

I f  effectively ruled out 
the next m atch by the fitn . 
test, K uffour’s absence v, 
be a b ig  b low  to G ha-1 
am b itio n  to  q u a lify  fro 
G roup D o f  the com petitu 
a f te r  th e  W o rld  Ct 
qualifiers w ent dow n to t 
Eagles in their first match 
M onday.

Keshi: I will keep my job
Despite his team losing 

their first two games at 
the Nations Cup here, 

Togo coach Stephen Keshi has 
said he is confident he will take 
the team to the World Cup in 
the summer and see through his
contract. = ...

K eshi has com e under 
pressure here in Egypt as the

Hawks have failed to fly, losing 
both  to  DR C ongo and 
Cameroon and prompting talks 
that he may not be the man in 
charge when the team feature 
at their first-ever World Cup 
finals in Germany in June.

"My contract \\ ith Togo runs 
till June after the World Cup and 
I will see it through,” said Keshi.

“After the World Cup we w 
see whether I stay or take 
another offer.”

His much publicised face-t 
with star player Shey i Adeba • 
has also not enhanced his fut .

“That problem is past ten 
"Keshi insisted on Thurso, 
don’t want to talk about tr 
again.”

P asc a l F e in d o u n o  
g rab b ed  a last gasp  
winner to hand Guinea 

a 2-1 v ic to ry  ov er Z am bia 
yesterday  in th e ir  G roup  C 
A frican N ations C up clash , 
ju s t  as T u n is ia  re c o rd e d  
the ir second  w in to  book a 
ticket into the quartre-finals 
o f  the cham pionsh ip .

G u in e a 's  w in  fo llo w e d  
th e ir  2 -0  d e fe a t o f  S ou th  
\f r ic a  last Sunday and puts 

th em  on  th e  cu sp  o f  th e  
quarter-finals.

F e in d o u n o  sc o re d  tw o  
m in u te s  in to  s to p p a g e  
tim e , h itt in g  h is  sh o t on 
the u n d e rs id e  o f  th e  b a r  
and  ju s t  o v e r  th e  lin e .

T he St E tie n n e  s tr ik e r  
had e a r lie r  e q u a lis e d  w ith  
a 7 4 th  m in u te  p e n a l ty  
a f te r  F o d e  M a n sa re  had  
b e e n  b r o u g h t  d o w n  by  
Z a m b ia 's  g o a l k e e p e r  
G eo rg e  K o lo la .

T he p e n a lty  ca m e  a f te r  
a s u s t a i n e d  p e r io d  o f  
p r e s s u r e  f ro m  th e  
s tro n g e r  G u in e a  s id e  fo r  
w hom  G erm an -b ased  m id ­
f i e l d e r  P a b lo  T h ia m  
s q u a n d e re d  th r e e  e x c e l ­
lent c h a n c e s .

Z am bia, who had 
suffered a 4-1 defeat in their 
opening match at the hands 
o f  c h a m p io n s  T u n is ia ,  
started the game strongly 
and/ had Guinea's defence 

I stretched- on several 
occasions w iA  their pacy

•Dos Santos leads Tunisia into last eight
attack .

T he Z am b ian s took  the 
le a d  in  th e  3 4 th  m in u te  
w hen  cap ta in  E lijah  Tana 
headed  hom e from  a corner 
by  J a m e s  C h a m a n g a , 
ju m p in g  u n ch a l-len g ed  to 
s teer the ball into the net.

T he defen d er had ea rlie r 
gone c lose  w ith  a free kick 
tha t w h istled  over the top 
o f  G u inea 's  crossbar.

C h a m a n g a  a ls o  h a d  a 
chance for a goal for Zam bia 
in the  f irs t h a lf  b u t a f te r

By Ism aila U m aru  Lere,
Assistant Editor, with 

Agency’ Reports

b r e a k in g  f re e  o f  th e  
o p p o s in g  d e fe n c e  h it h is  
sho t into the side netting .

G u in e a  b e g a n  to  show  
signs o f  a rev ival nea r the 
end o f  the first h a lf  w hen 
S to k e  C i ty  s t r ik e r  
Sam begou B an -goura  had 
tw o  o p p o r tu n i t i e s  b u t 
squ an d ered  both .

In  th e  s e c o n d  h a l f ,

T h iam  c o n tr iv e d  to  sh o o t 
w id e  on  th re e  o c c a s io n s  
a f t e r  w o r k in g  h i m s e l f  
b e h in d  Z a m b ia 's  d e fe n ce , 
th e  m o st g la rin g  m iss o f  
w h ic h  c a m e  j u s t  a f t e r  
F e in d u o n o  had  e q u a lised  
from  the  spo t.

A lso yesterday, Brazilian- 
b o rn  s tr ik e r  F ra n c ile u d o  
Dos S antos steered  ho lders 
T u n is ia  in to  th e  A fr ic a n  
N ations C up q u arte r-fin a ls  
in  a 2 -0  w in  o v e r  S o u th  
Africa.

Dos S antos, w ho scored  
a ha t-trick  in th e ir  4-1 rou t 
o f  Z am bia , struck  a 32nd 
m inute sho t tha t squ irm ed 
b e n e a th  k e e p e r  C a lv in  
M arlin  in the d riv ing  rain 
o n  a c o ld  n ig h t  a t  th e  
Harras E l-H edoud Stadium .

M id f ie ld e r  S lim
B e n a c h o u r  s w e p t  h o m e  
T u n is ia 's  s e c o n d  in  th e  
5 8 th  m in u te  to  s e c u re  a 
conv incing  w in fo r R oger

g^AfriiaCuo 
at Ngtioni

EGYPT 2 6

L e m e r re 's
cham pions.

A f r ic a n

Mhlauri 
talks

Eguavoen sticks to Ghana battlers / ° U" ?
™  m  ^g ive  the Super Eagles

B es ides the inc lusion  
o f  J o h n  U ta k a ,  
E ag les co ach  A u s­

tin  E gua-voen  is expected  
to  s tick  to  th e  sam e team  
th a t p ip p e d  r iv a ls  B lack  
S tars o f  G hana 1 -0 fo r the ir 
d e c is iv e  G ro u p  D tie  on

Friday  aga in st Z im ba-bw e.
V ic to ry  on F rid a y  w ill 

tak e  the E ag les th ro u g h  to 
th e  la s t  e ig h t  o f  th e  
to u r n a m e n t  e v e n  b e fo re  
t h e i r  c l a s h  w ith  th e  
T eranga L ions o f  S enegal 
on  T uesday.

T he E ag les  ro u n d ed  up 
th e ir  tra in in g  a t 8pm  local 
tim e y es te rd ay  at the P ort 
Said Stadium  as their m atch 
o n  F r id a y  a g a in s t  th e  
W arriors o f  Z im babw e w ill 
com e up a f te r  the  S enegal 
vs. G h an a  c lash .

The E ag les w ill aga in  be 
w i th o u t  s k ip p e r  A u s t in  
‘Jay  J a y ’ O k o ch a , w ho is 
s till n u rs in g  a th ig h  in ju ry  
bu t R ennes fo rw ard  U taka 
re tu rn s to  the s ta rtin g  lin e ­
up in p lace o f  L ille forw ard 
O saze O dem w ingie.

...upbeat as Eagles set for Zimbabwe
S uper E agles c h ie f  

coach , A ustin  
E guavoen said  

Wednesday that Is is troops

game against <he_ Wiwiors 
o f  Z im babw eat-lite Stade* 
0 - »

The 42-year old trainer 
told hotsportslive.com  at 
the team's Helnan Port Said 
Hotel th a t th« squad has 
put.behind i t  the 1-0 win 
over Ghana's Black Stars on 
Monday and fully focused 
on the tie  with the World

Cup q u a lify in g  se rie s  
victims.

Nigeria beat Zimbabwe 3- 
0  in Harare and 5-1 in Abuja 
during the qualifying race 
and m ost p eo p le  are 
ex p ec tin g  th e  tw o-tim e 
ch am p io n s to  Hay th e ' 
southern Africans on a cold 
evening in Egypt’s fourth 
city.

But Eguavoen, who saw 
th e  S u p e r  E a g le s ’ W orld  
C u p  h o p es  v a n ish  in  th e  
a r id  c l im a te  o f  A b u ja  
desp ite  the team  scoring  10 
g o a l s  in  t h e i r  la s t  tw o  
q u a lify in g  gam es, sa id  the 
N ig e r ia n s  h a v e  l e a r n t  
n e v e r  to  u n d e r - r a te  an y  
te am  in an y  c o m p e ti tio n  
an d  w o u ld  p u t th e ir  fee t 
firm ly  on the  th ro ttle  from  
th e  f i r s t  b lo w  o f  th e  
re fe re e ’s w histle .

“ Y ou w o u ld  ag re e  w ith

me that we saw why not j 

to  u n d er-ra te  any team  
d u rin g  the  W o^ld C up 
q u a l i f ie r s .  Z im b ab w e  j 
q u a l i f ie d  fo r  th is  j 

com petition because they 
are  a good team. You have 
to  be am ong the best in 
Africa to qualify  for the 
C up o f  N ations. So, we 
are  n o t ev e n  th in k in g  
abou t our w ins ag a in st 
th e m  in th e  W o rld  C u p  
race .

“We are go ing  fo r a w in 
w ith  all o u r s tren g th  and 
w ith our best legs” .

H o w e v e r ,  i t  w a s  j 
g a t h e r e d  th a t  te a m  
s k ip p e r  J a y -Ja y  O k o ch a , 
w h o  s a t  o u t  M o n d a y ’s 
w in  o v e r  G h a n a ,  c o u ld  
s t i l l  b e  o n  th e  b e n c h  
a g a in s t C h a rle s  M h la u r i 's  
W arrio rs . He d id  n o t tra in  
on  W ed n esd ay .

a run for their m oney ahe 
o f  the ir G roup D gam e on 
Friday.

A ccording to M hlauri ” 
Zim babw e W arriors are n 
under pressure facing a 
powerhouse like Nigeria.

“It’s true we lost to Niger 
in both games in the quali: i 
but this will be a different ba 
gam e,” M hlauri told Kl< ► 
OFF at the Helnan hotel o f  th< 
team, in Port Said.

“Nigeria is blessed with t o  
many talents, we respect them 
but we are not afraid of ti»c 
stars they parade.

“We are approaching tfcc 
game like every other gatac 
I’ve said it several times that 
we are not here to make the 
numbers, but to make a great 

•impact” , he added. 1
Senegal went into tfcetr 

African Nations Cup match 
ag a in s t Z im babw e la s t 
M onday harbouring dream s 
o f  a g o a l-fe a s t b u t found  
th e m se lv e s  s tru g g lin g  to 
overcom e the w eakest team  
in G roup D.

A lthough Senegal w on 2- 
0, M hlauri sa id  i f  the team  
can  re p e a t th e ir  M ona 
perform ance against N ig 
ria, he w ould  be a fu lfilled ! 
man.

“I think we did well agar 
Senegal, i f  the team  can pi 
as w e ll as th e y  d id  on 
Monday, then it will be a n > 
day,” M hlauri concludes



A F R I C A N  N A T IO N S  C U P
Yesterday’s Results
Zambia 1, Guinea 2 

Tunisia 2, South Africa 0 
Tunisia, Guinea qualify fo r  

quartre-finals 
Today’s Matches 

Guinea vs Senegal 4.15 pm 
Nigeria vs Zimbabwe 7.00 pm

EDITORIAL
New Nigerian at 40
A s the N orthern governors meet, we w ant to 

draw  their attention to an issue that may or 
may not be on their agenda. The New Nige­
rian Newspapers Limited, a fore-runner in the news­

paper publishing business in the North, turned 40 this 
month; and fittingly, it is commemorating the occa­
sion, albeit in a low key manner. Established in 1966 
at a time when there was a need for a journal to pur­
vey the views of the North and redress the imbalance 
in the incidence of new spapers and, therefore, the 
jflow of inform ation across the country, the New Ni­
gerian  has discharged its assignment creditably. It 
perved as the voice of the North, giving expression to 
the region's aspiration and cham pioning its cause. 
All these, it did in the best tradition of the jou rnal­
ism profession serving in the process to raise a corps 
of seasoned and dedicated journalists who have gone 
ahead either to establish and run other media or do­
ing well for themselves in other professions.

We are pained to report, however, that today; this 
jfeat achieved by the organisation can only be recalled 
in nostalgia. The once vibrant and m ust-read jo u r­
nal has tu rned  into a shadow of its fo rm er self; a 
point poignantly underscored by its form er editor and 
managing director, Mallam Adamu Ciroma who in a 
pecial edition noted that the paper has “stopped be- 
ng current, being relevant and stopped appearing in 

the m ark e t.”
To w hat factors then can the decline of the New  

Nigerian newspaper be ascribed? The first is its ac­
quisition by the federal government in 1975. It was 
an act that whittled down the paper’s independence; 
as its top m anagem ent became government appoin- 
ees, it increasingly grew into a mere mega-phone of 
he governm ent of the day. The result was th a t it 
ost its readership  along with the revenue accruing 
rom it, which paved way for the decline of its opera- 
ions. This situation was further made worse by un- 
maginative and bad leadership. The workers have 
ad to bear the b run t of all these, as their wages and 
alaries, pensions and gratuities have remained un­
aid. Indeed, unpaid  em olum ents and o ther staff 
n titlem ents constitute a huge burden on the com- 
any. To alleviate the sufferings of the working staff 
nd those that have retired, it is the duty of the fed- 
ra l governm ent to m ake funds available to settle 
hese entitlem ents.

So, in its anniversary, the proper question to ask is

Fiow should the company be revitalised? To be sure, 
here is no shortage of measures toward this end. At 
bne time the Bureau of Public Enterprise (BPE) was 

instructed to prepare it for privatisation; apparently 
this did not m aterialise. The federal governm ent, 
According to reports, has now given it back to the 
N orthern  state governm ents -  its form er owners -  
many of whom have their own newspaper companies. 
In the face of competing demand for scarce funds, it 
is difficult to see how they can mobilise funds to un­
dertake NNN’s revitalisation. Even so, the commit­
tee raised by the state governors to study the opera­
tions of the company and make recommendation has 
submitted its report. Its implementation is being ea­
gerly  aw aited . The N o rth e rn  s ta te  governm ents 
should em bark on a two-pronged action. In the in­
terim , the state governors should establish a tru st 
com prising  seasoned jo u rn a lis ts  with estab lished  
record of managing not only newspaper organisations, 
but also other companies. This body should be given 
five years to put the company on a sound economic 
footing after which it will be prepared for eventual 
privatisation. It should be done in such a way that its 
ownership would reflect its origin and purpose of its 
creation.

RiDAV C o l u m n
Friday, January

Obasanjo and the Same-Sex Nonsense
I

' never thought that there could be anything on earth that could 
make m e even temporarily forget the disaster o f  tazarce waiting 
to happen. But something did. After more than six years o f  wit­

nessing planned chaos take over the polity, it cam e as a pleasant 
and joyfttl surprise to m any o f  us last w eek that the governm ent 
could send a bill to the National Assembly asking for a law to ban 
homosexual and lesbian marriages in Nigeria.

You were not surprised that it as not done well or on time. You 
were surprised that it was done at all. W asn’t it curious that the same 
governm ent that w as only recently trying to force an even m ore 
destructive C om prehensive Sexuality Education schem e into the 
nation’s curricula, w hich w ould teach that hum an sexuality was a 
m atter o f  free choice, w as now  trying to stop w hat w ould have 
resulted directly from it?

There w as little doubt that i f  that ill-conceived and undigested 
scheme had found its way into the curricula o f  our secondary schools, 
increasing promiscuity, free-choice in the so-called sexual orienta­
tion— including homosexuality, lesbianism, bestiality and a host o f  
other unm entionable perversions and a general weakening o f  the 
moral fibre o f  future society would have been the direct result.

I also failed to understand the logic o f  a  regime that would seem to 
have so enthusiastically supported the abolition o f  the death pen­
alty in the nam e o f  copy-copy modernity, but w ould now  turn its 
back on the latest queer Avant-garde fashion from the cultural m e­
tropolis. For another, it just didn’t sound like the government that 
only recently promoted and supported the ill-fated carnival.

Obviously, whoever w ould support that document on sexuality 
or spend hard-eamed m oney to prepare for a carnival or be opposed 
to the death penalty  w ould not be som eone unduly w orried by 
questions o f  morality.

According to Edward Gibbon, the famous author o f  the magiste­
rial The Decline and Fall o f the Roman Empire, the decline o f  Rome 
set in at precisely the tim e Rom an wom en abandoned the home; and 
the fall began when Roman men began running after each other. The 
evidence for this last debauchery is today there for all to see in the 
volcanic tom b at Pompeii. W hat this m eans is that there is a  direct 
causal relationship between standards o f  morality and the life o f  a 
civilization.

In ancient times, when there was Hellenic, or the sem blance o f  
scriptural, morality in place up to the M iddle Ages, homosexuals, 
like heretics, w ere burnt at the stake. M any believe that the open, 
explicit and public indulgence in homosexual practice led to the end 
o f  Rome; and it was not improbable that the volcanic eruption o f  
M ount Vesuvius that com pletely covered the cities o f  Pom peii, 
Herculaneum and Stabiae in 79 A D  came in the form o f  divine pun­
ishment for the very practices that the city dwellers were engaged in 
as lave covered them. Archaeological excavations seemed to have 
corrobora ted  th is and those c ities today  stand as sym bols and 
testimonies to the coming o f  the wrath o f  the Lord.

Condemned by all revealed religions, even though Christian the­
ology is unofficially undergoing extensive revision to m ake it in 
accord with the new  gay culture, and shunned by all decent folk, 
hom osexuals have always operated in the dark.

Since Roman times, homosexuality had come a  long way. Always 
derided by all societies, succour would soon com e to them through 
the liberalizing effect o f  the subtly anti-divine cultural and intellec­
tual m ovem ents o f  19th century Europe, notably the works o f  the 
self-proclaimed Godless Sigmund Freud. Under the influence o f  the 
theories o f  psychoanalysis, w hat w as a sin suddenly becam e an 
unresolved psychological situation.

Homosexual feelings became not the fault o f  the hum an person 
but due to  the effects o f  the blind forces o f  an unresolved Oedipus 
Com plex for males and an unresolved Electra Complex for females. 
Later, they said it not the result o f  these complexes but it w as all there 
in the genes from the beginning as a sexual orientation pre-ordained. 
Yet they still talk o f  ‘free choice’ even when they keep insisting that 
it is all in genetic. In other words, it could be due to anything other 
than the will o f  the person committing the act. Freud provided the 
W estern W orld with a  ‘scientific’ excuse— and an  ever-changing 
moral code— to evade responsibility for the [imjmoral choices that 
men or wom en make.

But what exactly is it? Is it a madness or a disease or is it, in fact, a 
sin deliberately committed by perverted minds? It m ay all sound so 
strange that despite all the m asterful help Freud had given to the 
world o f  sexual perversion, they were still not sure what to make o f 
it. For instance, it was only in 1973 that the American Psychological 
A ssociation Board o f  Trustees rem oved hom osexuality from  its 
official diagnostic manual o f  mental disorders.

They said no replicated scientific study supporting any biologi­
cal etiology has been made for it; and no psychosocial dynamic has 
been identified for it. In other words, it is not a disease and it is not a 
madness. And even if  it is a sin, the world is secular. Thank you very 
much. And, therefore, em boldened by this new  science that takes 
away responsibility for immoral acts, homosexuals began to ‘come 
out.’ Deviance had becom e fashion and the world will begin to taste 
one o f  the consequences o f  dismissing religion from everyday life.

With the Gay Liberation Front o f  1960’s N ew  York, the so-called 
gay politics began in earnest to demand equal rights and an end to 
discrimination. Equal rights with who and discrimination from what? 
There was no answer, but by 1967 homosexuality had ceased to be 
illegal even in conservative Britain. By 1989, the way to gay marriage

By Adamu Adamu
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was opened w ider when Denmark gave gay men in regisk- 
nerships all the rights enjoyed by couples in real n ia rr i.. 
years later all o f  the European Union, with the sole, heroic c >
o f  the Isle o f  Man, had decriminalized homosexuality.

In 1994 Britain lowered the age o f  consent from 21 to IS : vn
years later the judiciary in the United States allowed same - 
riages; and it was only a matter o f  time before it was copied 
even there it was not so m uch as accepted.

And the first to cry out was President George Bush himse 
more than two centuries o f  American jurisprudence, and m f 
human experience, a few judges and local authorities are pn> 
change the most fundamental institution o f  civilization. T k  n
has created confusion on an issue that requires clarity.”

Charles Colson, a Christian activist who had argued tha 
ing gay marriage will lead to more family breakdown and cn nt
on to explain what the president m eant by that.

"M arriage is the traditional building block o f  human s> ■ 
tended both to unite couples and bring children into th. 
Tragically, the sexual revolution led to the decoupling ot 
and procreation; same-sex ‘m arriage’ would pull them c o r  . K 
apart, leading to an explosive increase in family collap*. 
wedlock births— and crime. How do w e know this?

In nearly 30 years o f  prison ministry. I ’ve witnessed : 
trous consequences o f  fam ily breakdow n— in the live- 
sands o f  delinquents. Dozens o f  studies now confirm the 
I’ve seen with m y own eyes. Boys who grow up without 
at least tw ice as likely as o ther boys to end up in pri- 
percent o f  rapists and 72 percent o f  adolescent m urder, 
knew or lived with their fathers.

Even in the toughest inner-city neighborhoods, just 10 pi 
kids from intact families get into trouble, but 90 percent o f  tk  
broken families do. Girls raised without a  father in the horn 
times more likely to becom e m others while still adolesce 
dren from broken homes have m ore academic and behavior 
lems at school and are nearly twice as likely to drop oui 
school.”  Certainly, children need a stable family envin 
grow  into healthy w holesom e adults; and society too dec* 
strong, stable families. And even if  there is no divine mor.i 
so-called same-sex marriages can not serve the three-foI 
o f  normal wholesome marriages— that is, legitimate procrc 
o f  chastity and sanctification.

And even for those who do not believe in God [and how 
nate and miserable their lot!] the grim statistics from a  life 
sexuality is daunting. According to Christl Vonholdt, pae 
and president o f  the Germ an Institute o f  Youth and Socier\ 
homosexuals die o f  diseases related to their sexual prefen.

Even for the nation-state as actor, the issue o f  sex ha*' . 
im plications for its future. It w as not for nothing that tt 
scripture counsel restraint. A 1934 study by the Oxford antt »'»> 
gist, Professor J. D. Unwin, has established a link betweei 
on sexual behaviour and developm ent. For this reasor 
even i f  it is heterosexual— pre-m arital or even i f  post-m an l v  
tween unmarried couples, is as unacceptable as homosev 
and its long-term effect on society nearly as deadly.

Yet it is from these people that we copy ever so enth 
even in those areas w here we can teach them ; and that 
everything about life and living as one should. We belies 
purpose to life. M ost o f  them  d o n ’t believe or don’t car. 
society thinks that m an is on earth for the sake o f  pleasure, 
us life m eans a religion o f  personal moral commitment to f 
control our desires. Because they have built the biggest 
system , they think they also occupy the highest moral - 
civilization. They don’t, and w e should stop copying fron 

And though the Western World— America and Western.
Eastern, Europe— sees itself as such, the truth is that, the W 
really not a  civilization. It is merely a very successful techr 
revolution. As an entity, the West is culture-distorting in its er 
in essence, it is anti-civilisational. The mere fact that it h.: 
fully penetrated and culturally polluted the world doesn’t m 
make it a civilization. Even for world powers, there is a d 
between being civilized and being dominant. And as is alre 
adopting their moral code is a  sure ticket to decay and not to 
ment. But even if  it is, I am  sure there are m any people in th 
who will rather w e remain painfully poor and undeveloped 
we sink into this decadence in order to become developed 

The ball was kicked here by a group trying to hold a: 
general m eeting o f  gays either with the them e or under tlx 
C hanging A ttitude in N igeria, C A N , perhaps in a delibe 
disrespectful parody o f  the real CAN, the Christian Assm 
N ig eria . T h ey  w an ted  to  d rum  up su p p o rt fo r th e ir  . 
behaviour— these people whose death is better than their 

Follow ing their aborted m eeting the Federal G ovenv 
nounced its intention to seek for legislation to ban homosex 
lesbianism in the country. It is probably not an exaggerai i 
that in the entirety o f  the life o f this Administration, it has rv ■ 
plished any act that has the merit o f  this bill. We salute Pt_

' Olusegun Obasanjo and his cabinet for taking such a harc: 
favour o f  morality— a stand that for once sees them standr 
same rank with the people in whose name they govern th:

We hope the president will face the other moral choice ir " 
him o f  whether to attempt to extend his tenure or whethei 
sanity and constitutionalism  to prevail w ith the sam e a- 
with which he confronted the homosexuals.
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