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he leadership of the
Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP), yesterday

By Sufuyan Ojeifo (Special

put offits meeting with the@§rrespondent) & Emmanuel

Istate governors elected on its
platform, citing on-going
membership revalidation as
reason.

But there were indica-
tions that many of the state
governors did not come for
the meeting because of the
confusion over the meeting’s
agenda and the tension gen-
erated by its linkage with the
third term project.

Itwas learnt that the gov-
ernors are divided over the
third term project and those
‘who support the project are
being cautious of possible
isolation by the anti-third

Bello, Political Editor

term governors.

Reports have it that the
National Working Committee
(NWC), would meet with the
state governors over issues
bordering on the consti-
tution’s amendment and the
third term project.

In a swift riposte, the na-
tional publicity secretary of
the party, Mr. John Odey,
clarified Wednesday, that the
meeting has nothing to do
with the third term project, but
was called to discuss “party
activities” with the gover-

| know my wife’s
Killers - Rimi

ormer Kano State gov-
Fernor, Alhaji Muha-

mmadu Abubakar Rimi,
declared yesterday in Kano
that he knows the person who
Isponsored the murder of his
wife, Hajia Sa’adatu.

Speaking to Anambra
state governor, Dr. Chris
INgige, who paid him a con-
dolence visit, Rimi said that
the sponsor is a prominent
person in Kano and Abuja.

Though acknowledging
that the alleged organiser and
Ikiller have been arrested, he
said that the “chief sponsor”
|was yet to be arrested.

Alhaji Rimi maintained
|that if the sponsor ofthe kill-
ing was not arrested, then
justice would not have been
done in the case.

“The federal government
should not consider my case
as that of Harry Marshal,
iChuba Okadigbo, Dikibo and
others who were simply as-
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sassinated and yet nothing
has been done,” Rimi stated.

He called on the police to
intensify actions to nab the
chief sponsor to enable the
federal government pros-
ecute them accordingly.

He urged the police to in-
vestigate the case thoroughly
and fish out all the culprits
involved no matter how
highly placed.

Dr. Chris Ngige expressed
serious concern over the in-
creasing insecurity of the na-
tion as he condoled the Rimi
family.

The governor urged the
federal government to im-
prove on security, regretting
that many prominent person-
alities have been killed due to
the nation’s insecurity.

He therefore called on
both the federal and state
governments to map out mo-
dalities to tackle security is-
sues in the nation.
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54 DAYS TO GO

proposes Dec for general
elections

nors.

No governor came for the
meeting. Three state gover-
nors sent their deputies to
represent them at the meeting,
which was scheduled for the
national headquarters of the

party at Wadata Plaza, Wuse,
Zone 5, Abuja.

They included deputy
governors ofTaraba, Kaduna
and Kwara, Armayau Dauda
Abubakar, Patrick Yakowa
and Joel Afolabi Ogundeji, re-

DATE-. -

MAKE SURE YOU ARE
COUNTED ONCE ONLY

spectively.

Briefing newsmen on the
development, deputy na-
tional chairman (North), Alhaji
Ibrahim Shema, said the meet-
ing was scheduled to “high-
light activities ofthe party for

the year, especially the ri
tration exercise which
ready been extended”
He said the meeting
put off due to the exti
Cont. on P1.

L-R:AlhajiArmaya 'u D. Abubakar, deputygovernor of Taraba State, Joel Afolabi, deputygovernor ofKwara State and Patrick Yak<
deputygovernor ofKaduna State atthe PDP nationalsecretariat, Abuja... yesterday.

Niger Delta: Talks with
In progress - Obasanjo

*Whereabouts of hostages unknown - Zamani

®lgeria is making
N I{Jrogress in talks with
he kidnappers of

four foreign oil workers, Presi-
dent Olusegun Obasanjo said
on Thursday, playing down

By Abubakar Haruna,
with agency report
any impact on investment in

Africa’s largest oil producer.
The four men were ab-

PALESTINIAN POLL

Hamas emer

lam ici i bt t e i fgdin

amas, has won a stun-

ing victory in Wednes-

de®Ms Palestinian parliamen-
tary elections.

According to preliminary

results, Hamas won 76 seats

ByAbdu l.abaran, Foreign
Desk with agency reports
to 43 for the ruling Fatah
party, giving them a majority
in the 132-seat chamber. The

turnout was 77%.

ges

winner

Prinre ‘M inister, Ahmed
Qurei, has offered to resign
and Fatah says it will notjoin
Hamas in government.

A Hamas win will pose a
greatdilemma for international

Cont. on Pg. 2

ducted from an offshore
oilfield operated by Royal
Dutch Shell 15 days ago by
militants demanding the re-
lease of ethnic ljaw leaders,
more local control ofoil wealth
and compensation to Delta
villages for pollution.

“We are very much in
contact with them,” Obasanjo
said. “Immediately after it
happened, we set up a com-
mittee ... It’s not only in con-
tact, it’s making progress.”

The Movement for the
Emancipation of the Niger
Delta’s five-week campaign of
violence and kidnapping has
forced Shell to withdraw at

Pic: Felix Onigbinde.

militia
least 500 staffand cut its out-
put by 221,000 barrels ai:. '.
or one tenth of Nigeria"
ports, adding to fears of.: _

bal oil shortage.
Analysts have said : ¢

growing insecurit) n
Nigeria’s southern dc

which produces nearh al f
its 2.4 million barrels ol |
daily, is raising the risk t

doing business and sc.r
off some investors.

The army deployed nt
troops to key oil installati
after armed men stormed
headquarters of Italian
firm, Agip in the deltaon |
day, robbing a bank and k -~
ing eight policemen and
civilian. Agip is a unit t
Italy’s ENL.

Asked if he was ¢
cemed about the impact >n,
oil investment, Obasanjo: J

Cont. on Pg. 2
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of the membership revalida-
tion taking place in all states
of the federation, including
the Federal Capital Territory
(FCT).

Alhaji Shema also said
that the party discovered that
the letters inviting the gover-
nors for the meeting got to
them late, thus making it im-
possible for those of them
who would have come inspite
of the membership revalida-
tion to honour the invitation.

According to him, “we
sent letters out to that effect,
but unfortunately, some of
the governors could not get
their letters until late yester-
day (Wednesday)”.

He expressed the party’s
apology to the governors for
the inconveniences the post-
ponement of the meeting
might have caused them.

There have been a num-
ber of secret meetings by
governors at different levels
and at different locations na-
tionwide in the last one week
on how to either push
through the third term project
:or scuttle it.

Pro and anti-third term
governors have, as learnt,
launched into a battle of wits
over the issue. The Northern
governors are meeting today
in Kaduna to discuss the is-
sue of constitution amend-
ment and the third term
project with a view to take a
formal position on them.

Meanwhile, a Daily Trust
investigation revealed that
although most of the gover-
nors were in Abuja, they
chose to send their aides to
the PDP national secretariat
“to find out what is happen-
ing. They wanted to know
which governorwas in atten-
dance but when they were

Kinders at the World Economic
Forum in Switzerland: “Not re-
ally”

The militants have insisted
they will not accept money for
the hostages’ release and prom-
ised to stage more attacks to halt
exports totally and drive away
oil workers.

Obasanjo declined to com-
mentwhen asked ifhe believes
the crisis would be resolved by
negotiations or by force.

“There are two situations, if
you like. There’s the immediate
situation of the hostages and
we have to get the hostages re-
leased and then there’s the situ-
ation ofcriminality in the Niger
lelta. That’s a different issue al-
together.”

President Obasanjo also
yesterday assured the interna-
tional community that recent
acts of criminality'by militia
groups inthe Niger Deltado not
amount to a crisis in Nigeria’s
oil industry.

Hesaid thatwhile he did not
regard the resurgence of mili-
tancy in the Niger Delta as un-
important, the government was
already taking effective steps to
contain the situation.

“Ido not believe thatour oil
industry is under threat. This is
an aberration.

“Itwill come and go. There
isan elemento fterrorism inthis
and you cannot say we should
give in to terrorism,” ObasanjQ
said

He said that his administra-
tion was fully aware ofthe glo-
bal importance ofthe hydrocar-
I artresc/uKfes OfitheNiger Ddta
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told that no governor was
coming, they decided to stay
away,” a source revealed.

The source also said that
some of the governors were
displeased with the handling
ofthe revalidation exercise in
which most of them have
been excluded. He said that
the registration cards are
presently with the national
chairman of the party, Col.
Ahmadu Ali (rtd) and alleged
that governors received only
a limited number.

Furthermore on the gov-
ernors reluctancc to attend
the event, sources said that
some ofthe governors do not
wantto be associated with the
third term plot which was al-
leged to be the original
agenda of the meeting but
was shelved when it became
obvious that it will generate
some heat.

But Alhaji Ibrahim Shema
refuted the rumour and main-
tained that the meeting was
only postponed because of
the “confusion of activities”
embarked on by the party. He
told Daily Trust that the ab-
sence of the national chair-
man of the party and Chief
Bode George also led to the
shift in date. Col. Ahmadu Ali
is said to be abroad to attend
to the medical needs ofa fam-
ily member.

On the revalidation exer-
cise, Alhaji Shema explained
that no state ofthe federation
has been shortchanged as
they have all been given a
hundred thousand cards. He
said that the party printed 10
miHion cards initially and is
monitoring their distribution
in stateslo ensure fairness

and the Gulfof Guinea and
would do everything possible
to guarantee their security.

He added that the govern-
ment was addressing all issues
causing tension in the region
with a view to providing a last-
ing resolution.

The President said that al-
though the government was in
contact with the militant group
claiming responsibility for re-
cent criminal acts in the Niger
Delta, it has not offered them
any “deal”.

President Obasanjo also re-
sponded to questions on the
crisis in Cote D’ivoire, saying
that he still believes that it was
“very very resolvable”.

Meamvhile, government
officials in Bayelsa, said on
Wednesday they believe the
committee has made a break-
through in talks to free the
American, British. Bulgarian
and Honduran captives.

“The hostages are close to
being released, but | cannot be
specific about a date,” said
Bayelsa Information commis-
sioner, Nelson Azibolanari.

The release has been com-
plicated by rivalry between ljaw
groups, which has risen since
the impeachment of former
Bayelsa state governor,
Diepreye Alamieyeseigha, one
of the two ljaw leaders whose
release is demanded by the kid-
nappers. The other is Mujahid
Dokubo-Asari, on trial fortrea-
son.

Villagers have begun to flee
the Delta’s mangro\e swamps
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Aviation fuel scarcity delays pilgrims
return-Kabo Air

he airlift of pilgrims
back home from Saudi
Arabiamay suffer more

delays as Kabo Air an-
nounced yesterday that it
may not meet the February 4,
deadline due to scarcity of
aviation fuel.

Executive Director of
Kabo Air, Alhaji Aliyu Aminu,
complained bitterly that his
airline which handles about 80
percent of the flight opera-
tions may not be able to airlift
the remaining 18,000 pilgrims
before the deadline given by
the Technical Committee on
Hajj (TCH), ifthe scarcity per-
sists.

Aminu expressed concern
that his aircrafts could no
longer refuel in Sokoto, Yola
and Kano but only in Abuja.

The development, he
said, has increased turn-
around period of aircrafts
from less than 12 hours to
over 18 hours.

He pointed out that one
of their aircrafts has been on
ground since 6.00 pm on
Wednesday at Mallam Aminu
Kano International Airport
but could not refuel after
about fifteen hours. “I am
concerned over this danger-
ous development,” he said
and called on the federal gov-
ernment to intervene so as to
avoid another round of un-
warranted national embar-
rassment.

Kabo Air, he noted, is ap-
preciative of the federal

1 government's efforts to re-
I move some of these perennial

hitdies associated with haii

tary reprisalsagainst the highly
organized, heavilyaimed group.
Oil unions have threatened to
pull members out ofthe region
if security deteriorates further,
after dozens of people have
been killed in recent raids.

Meanwhile, the commander
of the joint task force tagged
“Operation Restore Hope,”
Brigadier Elias Zamani, says the
whereabouts of the hostages is
yet to be known.

Brigadier Elias Zamani told
the British Broadcasting Corpo-
ration (BBC), Hausa service
monitored in Abuja yesterday,
that his men in collaboration
with state governments in the
Niger Delta region are making
effort to trace the hostages.

His words, “since the inci-
dent happened, we made col-
laborative efforts with the gov-
ernors of Bayelsa, Delta and
other governors in the Niger
Deltaregion to know the where-
abouts of the hostages but up
till now, we have not found
them,” adding that, "we are still
making efforts to trace them and
we will achieveouraimby God’s
grace”

He dispelled rumours that
some of the kidnappers have
been arrested and killed, saying
no arrests have been made and
neither the abductors killed by
the military.

According to him, violence
was not the best option in cam-
paigning forjustice and equity
as people who have grievances
should follow the right channel
forthe “ke.~peaSeandyr)i(yf.
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operations, adding that his
carrier has also put in its best
by chattering three additional
aircrafts.

“We are using seven
aircrafts, four of which are
B747’sand three airbuses and
now these aircrafts cannot

get fuel to operate,” he la-
mented.

He stressed that this un-
fortunate development has to
be checked so that the poor
pilgrims would not be
stranded again.

Aminu furthercomplained
that more worrisome is the
situation in Kano and Sokoto
where the bulk of the flight

operations is concentrated.

“We are worried and we
are very uncomfortable over
the ugly situation and thi.s i-
not the time for buck-pass
ing,” he emphasized, pointing
out that only the federal gov
emment can save the situa
tion by directing thataviation
fuel be made available at the
designated respective air-
ports’ depot.

President Obasanjo exchanging greetings with the Etsu-Nupe, Alhaji Yahaya Abubakar afterpresen-
tation ofreportofthe National Mosque rehabilitation committee held at the State House, Abuj*-.

recenUy.

efforts to restart peace talks
with lIsrael, say analysts.

US President, George W
Bush, said the US would not
deal with Hamas unless itre-
nounced its call to destroy
Israel.

“I’ve made it very clear
that the US does not support
political parties that want to
destroy our ally, Israel,” he
said.

Mr. Bush said the poll was
a “wake-up call” for the
Palestian leadership, but he
hopes Palestinian leader,
Mahmoud Abbas, would stay
in power.

But the Head ofthe Arab
League, Amr Moussa, warned
the US not to demonstrate
double standards.

“The US can’t promote
democracy but then reject the
results ofthis democracy.” he
said.

Meanwhile, Hamas and
Fatah supporters clashed in
the West Bank town of
Ramallah. Shots were fired in
the airand some injuries were
reported.

The clash which hap-
pened after Hamas support-
ers tried to raise their flag
over the Palestinian parlia-
ment, was brought under
control by police after about
10 minutes.

Election commission
head, Hanna Nasser, said 95%
of the votes have now been
counted and the results could
still change slightly.

The 13 remaining seats
went to smaller parties and
independents, some backed
by Hamas.

A victory for Hamas is
positive and unsettling at the,

santeimel”el hi /zf\%“b
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Hamas contfrom pg. /

not deal with a Palestinian
Authority which includes
Hamas.

The BBC’s Richard Mifon
in Jerusalem says the mood
thereisoneofgloom, with the
government staying tight-
lipped, although some Israe-
lis see the Hamas victory as
an opportunity for peace.

Israel’s Foreign Minister,
Tsipi Livni, appealed to the EU
- the biggest financial donors
to the authority - to firmly
oppose the creation ofa “ter-
roristgovernment.” European
leaders echoed the call for
Hamas to renounce violence.

“lthink itis important for
Hamas to understand that
there comes a point and the
point is now, ... where they
hal e to decide between a path
ofdemocracy orapath ofvio-
lence,” UK Prime Minister,
Tony Blair, said.

US Secretary of State,
Condoleezza Rice, will meet
UN, European and Russian
leaders on Monday to evalu-
ate the result and decide how
to proceed with peace efforts.

The BBC’s Heba Saleh in
Cairo says the Hamas win will
also cause Arab governments
concern.

The group looks set to
become the firstever Islamist
movement in the Arab world
to be voted into government.

This will almost certainly
give a boost to the Islamist
oppositions in Egypt and Jor-
dan.

Observers praised the
election process, with EU
monitoring team leader,
Veronique De Keyser, saying
the poll was “free and fair
undpr ~e\er§. rps”ricfipns,”,
rejfn~ngftg 1"Maejieps~re”
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to limit voting in EastJerusa-
lem. .

The BBC* ion Lcyae m
Jerusalem says Acre is no
doubt that the Hamre show*
ing has transformed die'Pal-
estinian political arena.

But correspondents say
Hamas seems unprepared for
its own victory and has not
prepared itself to step neatly
into government and assume
immediate responsibility.

Ismail Haniya, who
headed the Hamas election
list, said they would consult
Fatah and other groups with
a view to form what he de-
scribed as a political partner-
ship.

Hamas official, Mushiral-
Masri, warned that Hamas
would not hold peace talks
with Israel.

“Negotiations with Israel
is not on our agenda,” he
said.

“Recognising Israel is not
on the agenda either now.”

But another official,
Mahmoud Zahar, told AP
news agency that Hamas
would maintain February's
ceasefire if Israel did the
same.

“Ifthey are going to con-
tinue commitment to what is
called quietness, then we will
continue,” he said.

“Butifnot, then Ithink we
will have no option but to
protect our people and our
land.”

The outcome of the Pal-
estinian election isthe biggest
challenge facing Mr. Olmert
since he took over from lIsraeli
Prime Minister, Ariel Sharon,
who remains in a coma fol-

lowing a missive strpke®on
JajVyavr }
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Oyogovtaccount: Akala raises preliminary objection
to Ladojasuit

id by the Governor,

Adebayo Alao Akala

yesterday raised a
preliminary objection to suit
by the former governor
Rasheed Ladoja asking the
federal high court Lagos to
freeze state government’s
account currentlv’being op-
erated by him [Akala] Ladoja
last Thursday filed the sent
before Justice  Tijani
Abubakar seeking an order
to stop Akala from drawing
monies accruing to the state
from the Federation account,
financial payment, cheques,
bank accounts, and other fi-
nancial instruments.

He also asked for an or-
der restraining Akala from
plundering the states ac-
counts of over N3 billion in
10 commercial banks in Nige-
ria.

From Mohammed Shosanva,
Correspondent (Lagos)
But in his notice of pre-

liminary objection filed yes-

terday by his lawyer, Lateef

Fagbemi, Akala contended

that Ladoja has no personal

right to protect in respect of
the public funds of Oyo state
and that he had no locus
standi for the reliefs sought.

He also said the Federal
High Court has no jurisdic-
tion to give an advisory opin-
ion on the judgement of a
state High court as the basis
of reliefs and execution
thereof.

He further argued that the
Federal High Court lacksju-
risdiction in the determination
of political question arising
from section 188 of the con-
stitution.

Hearing on the applica-

">enate threatens minister’s
arrest over N16bn allocation

residentott h e ' ite,

Chief Ken i\r m

and chairman of th
Senate committee on Special
Duties, Senator Sule Yari
Gandi, yesterday threatened
to compel the appearance of
the Minister of Intergovern-
mental Affairs, Youth Devel-
opment and Special Duties,
Col Musa Mohammed (rtd),
after the minister rebuffed
two consecutive invitations.

Mohammed was ex-
pected by 2pm at the
Senate’s hearing room three
venue ofyesterday’s aborted
meeting, to defend the N 16
billion allocated to his minis-
try in the 2006 budget.

But after waiting for
about one hour, an appar-
ently irked Gandi threatened
to invoke the provisions of
the constitution to summon
the minister.

Section 88 of the consti-
tution gives the Senate pow-
ers to order the arrest of any
public official ifsuch person
fails to honour invitations.

“This is the second time
the minister of special duties
has failed to appear before
the Senate committee,” Gandi
begun announcing the
minister’s repeated shunning
ofthe Senate invitation when
Nnamani and some principal
officers walked into the meet-
ing venue, inquiring whether
there was any problem.

“The only person that is
conspicuously absent and is
persistently ignoring our in-
vitations is the minister of in-
tergovernmental affairs,
youth development and spe-
cial duties, Col. Musa
Mohammed.” Gandi told the

By Habeeb 1. Pindiga,

Assistant Political Editor

“Ah!” Nnamani ex-
¢ ' r.ed, ‘Butlhave seen him
he, ?*a  hQNational Assem-
bly) yesterday (Wednes-
day).”

“It’s possible, but he did
not come to us.” Gandi re-
plied. Apparently taken
aback, Nnamani ordered: “Is-
sue him a third invitation. If
he doesn’t come, we take ac-
tion!”

At this point, Nnamani,
accompanied by Senator
Dalhatu Tafida and others
left.

Taking a swipe at the min-
ister for keeping the panel
waiting in vain, the chairman
said this would not be con-
doned further.

“We want to register our
displeasure at the minister. |
want to send a strong mes-
sage to him that the business
of the National Assembly is
not a football association
(Mohammed was minister of
sports). It is a constitutional
affair that must be respected.
As | said, it is not a football
association; it is not a vol-
untary matter like football. It
is mandatory!

"We will send him a third
invitation. Ifhe doesn’tcome,
we will take all constitutional
measures to summon him
here.”

If he had come,
Mohammed would have
briefed the lawmakers on how
his ministry intends to spend
N 16 billion in 2006.

A breakdown of the
ministry’s budget indicates
that N 13:8 billion is for per-
sonnel cost, N2 billion for
overhead cost and N231 mil-

Daily Trust

tion ofthe objection was fixed
for Feb. 24.

Daily Trust recalls that
Ladoja had in his suit also
sued the Minister of Finance,
the Accountant General of
the Federation and 10 other

commercial banks namely,
Skye Bank pic, United Bank
for Africa pic, Guarantee
Trust Bank pic, Access Bank
pic, Platinum-Habib Bank pic
and Wema Bank pic.

Others are IBTC Char-

tered Bank pic, First City
Monument Bank pic, First
Inland Bank pic and Univer-
sal Trust Bank pic.

Ladoja contended in the
18paragraphs affidavit in
support of his motion that he

Page 3

initiated the suit follow inm
information he got that Ak
has set in motion the p-*
of changing the mand
and the operating sign it
of the various account’
the state in the 10 ban<'

The directorgeneral of National Boundary Commission, Alhaji Dahiru Bobbo (right) and NBC Director of Finance Services. <
Bala Kangiwa during the commission's conference on disbursement ofN866 million for the rehabilitation ofprojects along bora,-
areas in the country held at NBC&5premise in Abuja...yesterday.

2007 Senate c’ttee wants polls to hold in Dec 2006

lections that would
usher in a new presi
dent, state governors

billion has already been pro-
posed to buy the electronic
voting machines, while an-

and other elected publicotlfer N5 billion has been ear-

ficers are to be held in De-
cember this year using elec-
tronic voting machines ifrec-
ommendations of the Senate
standing committee on elec-
toral matters are approved.

The committee yesterday
submitted its report on the
Electoral Bill with proposals
for holding of the next elec-
tions six months before the
tenure of the present public
officers ends.

The president, 36 state
governors, National Assem-
bly members and state legis-
lators are to vacate their of-
fices on May 29,2007.

Based on the 2002 Elec-
toral Act, elections must hold
not later than 60 days before
the tenure of public officers
end, but the Seriate commit-
tee amended section 31 of
the new bill to make it man-
datory to hold the next elec-
tions in December 2006, six
months before the terms the
of present elected public of-
ficers expire.

Led by Senator David
Brigidi, the committee had
been working on the bill pre-
sented to the National As-
sembly by the Independent
National Electoral Commis-
sion (INEC).

The idea of electronic
voting in 2007 was
anticipatorily adopted by
INEC long before it got the

approval of the National As-
comhlv

marked to operate the ma-
chines and transmit results
after the elections.

Brigidi’s committee gave
a wholesale approval to the
e-voting system by adopting
all INEC’s proposals on it in
section 35 ofthe Bill. But the
budget is yet to be approved
by the two chambers of the
National Assembly.

It also upped the roof for
election campaign spending
as follows: N 100 million for
presidential candidates from
N50 million, N50 million for
governorship contestants
from N20 million; N20 million
for Senatorial candidates,
N10 million for members of
the House of Representa-
tives candidates; N5 million
for state House of Assembly
candidate; N5 million for lo-
cal government chairman-
ship candidate; and N1 mil-
lion for councillorship con-
testants.

Also, individuals are
barred from making dona-
tions beyond N5 million to an
election candidate.

Penalties for default of
these provisions range up to
12 months in jail. The com-
mittee also deleted a proviso
that would have stopped the
country for slipping into a
one party state.

Section 90 of INEC’s bill
allows merger of parties but

with a proviso that says Ni-
(Psiccmuct\ia nnvt ln

time. Butthe Senate commit-
tee deleted the caveat leav-
ing an open priviso for fus-
ing among parties.

The new bill also pro-
vides stiffer penalties for
election offenders.

Multiple registration,
possession of more than one

Pix: Felix Onigbinde.

voters card and buying
selling of voter cards au
attract fines and a five
ban from political acti\ itic-

The report was laid x
the Senate yesterday but
date has been fixed for .
bates on the recommc
tions.

Protest marks auction
ofWuse market shops

auctioning of shops at
the Wuse market, Abuja,
over 100 complaints and pro-
test letters have been lodged
with the implementation com-
mittee on issues related to
the ownership and genuine
documentation of some
shops by the traders.

Speaking Wednesday
while briefing newsmen on
the progress of the commit-
tee, the chairman ofthe com-
mittee, Mr. Ben Okbo, said
the complaints which was
mostly received over the
weekend were based on the
ownership of the shops in
the market.

He said some traders who
purchased the shops at very
high rates previously are pro-
testing against the new
policy, adding that the com-
mittee was doing it’s best to
address the issues before it
begins the auction, saying
that over 50 percent of the

ew weeks ahead of the
Fcommencement of the

: complaints received from the

trnrlfsre r(+ ViD»irsrr K\/

By Hamisu Muhammad.
Business Reporter

Over 1,030 shops are
billed for auction in the r
ket as recommended b\
Federal Executive Cou- .
through the grant of a I
lease of 50 years.

The reserve prices ot : .
shops ranges betwe #
N 1,306,250 per 6.5 squa-c
metres to N3,463,125
24.35 square mejfes whik
canteen is about N2,178,K -

According to Mr. Ok'
special provisions have be. n
made for traders and oc. .
pants ofthe shops in the a
tioning process, with
committee oftwo categor es
of people such as trader® >
occupants who have been
given provisional offers a-v
the general public who ha'c
interest.

Asked on the ownersbip
of the market between ;K-
Abuja Municipal Area coun
cil (AMAC) and the Feder il
Capital DevelopmentAuth
ity (FCDA), Mr. Okbo sa d
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A box containing black papers,fake dollar bills and a bottle o fchemicals recoveredfrom suspected money doublers by detectivesfrom FCTpolice command...recently.

Pix: Shehu Abubakar

FCT police arrest 34 robbers
22 others

he FCT police com

mand yesterday an

nounced the arrest of
134 armed robbery suspects
and 22 others for various of-
fences including car snatch-
ing, trafficking in hard drugs
iand money doubling.

The commissioner of po-
lice, Mr. Lawrence Alobi,

| speaking while parading the
suspects before newsmen in
his office said that five armed
robbery attempts were also
foiled by his men.

Mr. Alobi said the sus-
pects were arrested between
I and '22f* of January this
yearwhile a total of 14 stolen
vehicleswere recovered from
them,” he added.

He said though some of
the suspects arrested during
the robbery operations en-
gaged his men in serious gun
battles, the police he said,
succeeded in arresting all the
suspects alive to ensure that
they were given fair hearing
in courts.

Items recovered from the
suspects included 19 locally
made pistols, two pump ac-
tion guns, 39 ammunitions, 16
cartridges and some foreign
currencies.

Mr. Alobi who lamented
the continued involvement

of youths in crime, advised >

parents to ensure that they
closeiv monitor the activities

By Shehu Abubakar,
Reporter

oftheir children and wards to
make sure they were not al-
lowed to develop bad habits.

He advised criminals to

Father, daughter in police net over dead of

boyfriend

he police in Lagos
®ave arrested a man

I «#£nd his teenage
daughter whose boyfriend
allegedly died in her room
shortly after a night outing.

The deceased simply
identified as Mallachi, Daily
Trust leanrt, went out with
some friends to drink in a bar
at Masha area of Surulere
and returned to his girl
friend's place thereafter.

The incident occurred on
Tuesday in Itire area of Lagos
where the girtifves, Daily
Trust learnt that the teenage
girl named Helen, reportedly
went out to buy candle only
to return to rne.et Malachi
writhing on a the floor. He was
rushed to a nearby hospital
where he was pronounced
dead on arrival.

The Lagos state police
spokesman, Mr. Olubode
Ojajuni, who confirmed the
story to Daily Trust, said the

corpse has been d”posifecj”t,.

the public mortuary awaiting
outopsy. He said efforts were
being made to contact some

leave the FCT, adding that his
men are now more equipped
to challenge any gang that
tries to attack innocent citi-
zens.

He said government has
recently provided his com-
mand with additional vehicles
‘and communication equip-
ment to combat crime.

By Bola Ojoula,
Lagos

of the deceased friends as
they may have useful infor-
mation that may assist the
police in their investigations.

Also same day at
Maroko, Lagos Island, three
young men alleged to be
members ofan armed robbery’

Staffdup

He explained that when
the CCTV camera for the
monitoring ofpeople’s move-
ments and activities is finally
installed in Abuja, his com-
mand will ensure a crime free
territory.

The Ministerof PoliceAf-
fairs, Mr. Brodrick Bozimo,
announced recently that the

gang narrowly escaped being
mobbed after they were fin-
gered by a security guard as
the gang who attacked resi-
dents earlier that day.

The suspects namely
James, Wale and Biodun,
were rescued by a team of
policemen who came to the
scene.

contract for the installation
of CCTV cameras in Lagos
and Abuja have been
awarded.

He said the contractors
have been given up to March
this year to complete the in-
stallation.

Work on the project has
since started.

Sources told Daily Trust
that the three young men
were cornered at the Lekki
roundabout after one Issa
Awalu identified them as
members of a six man gang
who robbed him of the sum
0fN9.600. They were said to
have been severely beaten
before the police arrived.

es National

Hospital N3.7m

s female staffofthe Na

stkional Hospital Abuja,

(names withheld), is
being quizzed by the police
for allegedly defrauding the
hospital of the sum of N3.7
million.

A statement made avail-
able to Daily Trust by the
public relations officer of the
hospital, Mallam Yahaya Ozi
Sadiq, said the hospital’s
Chief Medical Director
(CMD), Dr. Zacheaus, discov-
ered the fraud when Aju\lvon
Chetiifcs™W'tfte **hefkph”*’s
bank were returned on ac-
count that such monev was

Bv Sunday Ejike Benjamin,
Senior Reporter
not in the account.

The statement explained
that the staffin question was
given the sum (N3.7m) to
lodge in the hospital’s ac-
count with the United Bank
for Africa when she allegedly
perpetrated the act.

According to him, the fe-
male staff, in the course ofin-
terrogation by a panel set up
by hospital authority, con-
fessed-to have defrauded the

hogpftal rif fhCuarrkriin*(*ai\\0 '

that she has so for paid back
N 1.2 million to the hospital.

The statement quoted the
CMD as saying that strict
measures will be put in place
to prevent*reoccurrence of
such incidence.

He also said that one of
the female staffofthe hospi-
tal recently involved in cer-
tificate scandal will soon face
a disciplinary committee.

On the stolen radio
therapy equipment by a staff
sent to claim the items from
DHL, acourier company, the
statement sajd t,he equipment
has been recovered and the
police is investigating the
matter.

Robberswho
stnp victims,
nabbed b\

By Shehu Abubakar
Reporter
ome robbery su->: cts
said to have recei tlv
obbed and strippe
their victims naked near ip
per garage, Abuja, haw
arrested by the police

Briefing newsmen ir u
office on Wednesday Ft'
commissionerofpolk.
Lawrence Alobi, said ir ¢
locally made pistols, file '
ammunitions and three .
tridges were recovered t-
the gang.

Mr. Alobi who cc:-i
mended members ofthe
lie for giving the police U".
ful information that led t>
arrestofmembers ofthe pa: 1
stressed the treatment
to victims w'as stupid and i
called for.

Ile said though the act
ret «.v its"if is a conde
n.’ < i’ne, butthe strippi
r . ..ifvictims by robber
m sc dehumanizing that
one will tolerate it. “l wono-
what a robberwill gain by c.
humanizing his victims to ;I
extent. If they must rob te
legally acquire wealth, the
why not let the innocent \ k
tims go theirway?” he aske

Passengers that boarde.
a commercial bus at Berue
junction on 13l Januar;
around 9.10 am to Kubu
were robbed by people \h.
posed earlier as passenger
They forced the driver to di
vert the vehicle to a bu-
path where they dispos
sessed the victims of the
belongings including mone
a laptop and GSM handset
They stripped them nak,
and escaped in the bus.

Mr. Alobi said one ot :
suspects, Christopher M k
was traced and arrested
Sky Chiefclub, Wuse.

He said Mban who adr
ted taking part in the atta. m
assisted the police to arr.
other members of the ga
and the recovery of th.
arms and ammunitions.

The FCT police boss s*
the suspects will be charg
to court as soon as invesn
gatiofts into the matter
completed.

ir.P fl
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Board alerts public on
fake, stolen vehicle

he Anambra State
Board of Internal
Revenue has alerted

the state.
The Chairman of the
Board, Comrade Charles

the public over the existéh@¥eagba, gave the warning

iof fake, old and stolen vehi-
cles and motorcycle plate
numbers in some markets in

Vb Incourt
for store
realang, theft

ne Mr. Adeyemi
Samuel of Mabushi
village,*Abuja, has

been arraigned before an

Abuja magistrate court, Wu-
se Zone 6, charged with bug-
glary and theft.

According to the first inf-
|ormation report (FIR), January
118, 2006, the accused broke
linto a shop belonging to Mr.
|Chukwu Obonaya at Mabushi
and made away with many
items.

These include three doz-
ens of milk. 13 bottles of Bo-
om drink, 17 bottles of Bacc-
hus wine, seven packets of
|sugar, one carton ofgenman,
111 bottles of big size of petals,
some cream and pomade,
some powder and perfume.
Others are 40 toilet rolls, five
packets of mosquitoe coils,
two cartons of squadron and
two packets of curry powder,
all valued at N49,670.

When the charge was read
to the accused he pleaded not
guilty. However, the magist-
rate, Mrs. Rosemary Kayip,
adjourned the case to Febru-
ary 6, 2006 for hearing and
ordered the accused be rema-
nded in prison custody.

“yesterday in Avvka in an inte-
rview with the News Agency
ofNigeria(NAN).

Onyeagba said the board
discovered that the fake nu-
mbers have flooded the Nne-
wi and Onitsha markets from
Imo, Enugu and Ebonyi Sta-
tes.

He said that fake receipts

and licences were being iss-
ued to unsuspecting motor-
ists and motorcycle riders by
a syndicate behind the shady
deal.
“These fraudsters hope to
flood the markets with their
fake products so as to comp-
ete with genuine ones brou-
ght in by the Board of Internal
Revenue to kickstart the new
financial year revenue drive,”
he added.

The chairman said that the
fake plate numbers were sold
with either “computer-was-
hed receipts or outdated gov-
ernment revenue receipts with
an inscription “ANTF book
BA”.

He said that the plate nu-
mbers were sold at less than
the official prices with fake
receipts to unsuspecting cus-
tomers.

Onyeagba said that law
enforcement agencies would
soon commence a statewide
verification and enforcement
action on the plate numbers.

He warned that anybody
using plate numbers that were
not printed by the Federal
Road Safety Commission and
marketed by motor licensing
offices would be arrested and
prosecuted.

Police Emergency

Phone

Route/coverage area
numbers

Apo (Gudu) Legislative
Mechanic Village

:Asokoro/Maitama District

Central Business District

(Construction and Independence
Avenues)/City Gate Giri Junction

Garkil&11

Jabi/Utako/Gwarimpa | & 11/
Karmo/Gwagwa
Karu/Nyanya
Kubwa/Bwari/Zuba/

Dei-Dei Route

Roving Unit

Wuse | & 1l

Zuba/Giri/Kwali/Abaji Highway (1)

Zuba/Giri/Kwali/Abaji Highway (2)

Other Hot Lines
Compol/DC OPS Numbers

FCT Police Commissioner’s Director Line
Office of FCT Police Commissioner

lines

Jelephone

08065803210
0804231 5582

08065803206
08044907942

08065803203
08044907939

08065803205
08044907941

08065803207
08044907943

08065803208
0804491 1520

08065803209
0804491 1496

08065803211
0804491 1526

08065803204
' - 08044907940

0806 580 3201
0804491 1523

0806 5803202
0804491 1524

09-2341470
09-2341800

FCT Deputy Police Commissioner (operation) 09-2341811

Co-ordinator MOPOL Visiting Units

0802301 9123
0805 591 7706

Others
08032003913,09 2341199.09 -2341198,09 -5238711
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Bags o fsubstance suspected to he Indian hemp allegedly transportedfrom Delta state and Intercepted by detective' . m
FCTpolice command ...recently.

Police tighten security
on Sokoto-Gasau road

he Sokoto state police

command has

reinforced security
along the Sokoto - Gusau
road which has come under
seige by armed robbers
recently.

Speaking to newsmen in
Sokoto yesterday on the
identity of the police officer
killed on Monday while
escorting accident victims to
a hospital in Sokoto, the
command’s public relations
officer, ASP Mohammed
Umar, said Constable Joseph
Tawani was attacked by the
bandits while he was
arranging to escort accident
victims ofa 911 truck which
was on its way to Jos from
Illela but ended up at Bisalam
village in Dange Shuni local
government area of the state.

ASP Mohammed Umar
confirmed that Constable
Joseph Tawani who hailed
from Kaduna state was
attacked with machetes along
with his colleague. Constable
Dantani Galadima, who is
currently receiving treatment
at the Specialist Hospital. Tn
Sokoto.

According to him, the two
police officers were not armed
at the time of the incident
“because constables do not
carry riffles which isarule in
the  service”. ASP
Mohammed Umar said the
police was yet to find out the
number ofthe armed robbers
as nobody has been arrested
yet “but we are still on our
guard to track them”.

The police public relations

officer revealed that a 24 -
how patfoL-has-now been

From Aminu Mohammed,
Regional Editor, (Sokoto)

introduced along the Sokoto
—Gusau road which has been
recording several cases of
robberies

Apart from the 24 - hour
patrol, ASP Mohammed Umar
further stated that the police

has come out with new
devices to checkmate
activities of armed bandits,
“but we will not disclose it for
now until we are fully
convinced that it is working".

Meanwhile, the remains of
late Constable Joseph Tawani
were expected to be taken
home yesterday while the

Pix: Shehu AbubalLir.

police is working to _
family his entitlemen"

In another devel* p
the Sokoto state govern
has donated N 100,00'1
yictims of the road ac®
which claimed the lives >
passengers whose cot:
Constable Joseph
escorting.

STB staffjailed 14 months for cheating

staff of Standard

Trust Bank’s guest

house has been
sentenced to 14 months in
prison by an Abuja senior
magistrate for impersonation
and cheating.

The convict, Adamu
Abdullahi, was alleged to
have told one Miss

Nnechuroyo Chinwe, the
complainant, that he had a
boys quarter for rent and
allegedly collected N330,000
from her only to disappear.

The accused person who
is standing trial for criminal
breach of trust and cheating
pleaded guilty to the charges
I 'and urged the court to tamper
justice with mercy.

Abdullahi told the court
that he was desperate for
money when he approached
her and that he has spent all
the money.

He told the court that he
would pay N3000 every
month to upset the money he
owes since he did not have
the money in bulk to pay back.

The prosecuting police
officer, Sylvester Sunday, told
the court that although the
accused was a first time

*°ffender,he;should be tried

By Ruby Rabiu, Senior
Reporter

summarily in order to serve as
a deterrent to others.

Senior magistrate Zainab
Bashir in her ruling,
sentenced the accused to 14
months in prison without an
option of fine and ordered
that he refund in full to the

complainant the sum
N330,000.

The complainant, tolc
court that the accused
taken her and a friend
boys quarter at Zaria Cre>c
and after they had paid the
sum of N330,000. t"tev
discovered that the house did
not belong to him.

Immigration officer faces
court over tenancy rate

n officer with the
Nigeria Immigration
Service, Ola Gbada-

mosi, has been arraigned at
an Abuja senior magistrate
court sitting in Karu, for
allegedly refusing to pay
tenancy rate since 2004 for a
two-bedroom flat he occupies
in Jikwoyi, Phase 2, Abuja.
Ina 12-point statement of
claim submitted before the
court, Barrister Alleh S.
Okpeh, counsel to the plain-
tiff, Mr Ella Joseph Agbhamu,
averred that Mr Gbadamosi is
a yearly paying tenant at the
said premises whose annual
tenancy rate is N 140,000

by the defendant was for :ie
period between October
2003 to September 30,20<m

According to the plain:
Mr Gbadamosi has been
served all required non..'
pleading that he settles all
outstanding rates as weli i-
relinquish the said prem .’
but all proved abortive He '
therefore asking the court v
grant him leave to recover the
said premises from
defendant, the arrears ard
current tenancy rate as v\.
as all utility rates owed -
him.

The case has been adj<
ned to February 1, 20% r

adding that the last rent paid j hearing. ,, j: n

1, K'o» 1M1

Y Ik wvr3(t 1
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Mr. Akinsanya Sunny-Ajose, head o fservice, Lagos State and Chief(Mrs) Olureini Tintibu,
first lady, Lady State at the pens down ceremony for the state's permanent secretaries

...recently.

Pix: Oladipupo Odtinewu
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Omoruyi tackles Ribadu on past leaders

ormer Director General

ofthe defunct Centre for

Democratic Studies,
(CDS). Professor Omo Omor-
uyi, has tackled the chairman
ofthe Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission (EFCC),
Mallam Nuhu Ribadu, foracc-
using ageneration of past Ni-
gerian leaders of corruption,
saying the attempt to discredit
them was a disservice to the
present administration of
President Olusegun Oba-
sanjo.

Ribadu had at the 3rd Ann-
ual Trust dialogue in Abuja
last Thursday, taken swipes
at some former Nigerian lea-
ders, including Alhaji Shehu
Shagari, General Ibrahim
Babangida, the late General
Sani Abacha and General
Abdulsalami Abubakar whom
he said made corruption the
guiding principle of their
administrations.

But in a riposte, Prof.
Omoruyi said in an interview
with our correspondent in
Abuja that Ribadu’s attack on
these former leaders was in

NBTE commends Obasanjo, NASS
over parity in polytechnics

resident Olusegun
Obasanjo and the lea-
dership ofthe National

Assembly Committees on

ucation have been commen-
ded for their efforts to remove
the career progression barrier
in the polytechnic sector.

The Executive Secretary
of the National Board for
Technical Education (NBTE),
Engr. Dr. Nuru A. Yakubu,
who expressed the Polyte-
chnic sector’s gratitude dur-
ing the budget defense exer-
cise at the National Assembly,
said the pronouncement by
Mr. President has removed a
twenty year burden weighing
down the Polytechnic sector.

Dr. Yakubu who was opti-
mistic that with the preside-
ntial pronouncement, the
sector will become more vibr-
ant and contribute meaning-
fully to national development,
expressed hope that the Chief
of Staff to the President and
the Head of Service of the
Federation who were directed
by Mr. President to work
towards actualizing the
pronouncement would do a
good job.

The Executive Secretary
who was at the National Ass-
embly to defend the budget
of the Board and the 17
Federal Polytechnics, said a
N22.6 billion budget was
presented for the National
Board for Technical Educ-
ation and 17 Federal Polyte-
chnics.

The amount he explained
.was made up of N 19.06b for
personnel. N820m overhead;
N720m for direct teaching
and laboratory cost and two
billion naira for capital
projects.

He noted that the budget
was presented in conformity
with the directives of the
Federal Ministry of Educa-
tion regarding ceiling appr-
oved for the Board and the
Federal Polytechnics, point-
ing out however, that the ne-

eds of the sector was far in
excess of the ceiling.

The executive secretary
§tted that two major policy
issues informed the need for

more funds this year: enforc-
ement ofthe carrying capacity
for polytechnics all of which
he observed would mean less
internally generated revenue.

He said the institutions

INASS tasked onvoting nghis
for Nigernarns inDiaspora

he United States
chapter chairman of
the Peoples Democr-

By Sufuyan Ojeifo, (Special
Correspondent)

atic Party (POP). Dr. Tex Waiithe world, the black nation

oko, has called on the Nati-
onal Assembly to consider
the expeditious passage of
the bill for the voting rights
of Nigerians in the diaspora.

Speaking with Daily Trust
in Abuja, Dr. Wariboko stated
that the campaign for the pas-
sage ofthe bill, which has pas-
sed the first reading, would
be sustained, stressing that
once it is passed into law, it
will integrate Nigerians outs-
ide the country into the pol-
itical process.

He said, “1think it is about
the second reading now. 1do
not know if it is going to be
dropped or not, but we are
hoping that it stays on and
w'e have public hearings. The
PDP in the USA has organized
a public hearing in Houston,
the first of its kind outside
the shores of Nigeria and a
lot of Nigerians attended.

“They were very conce-
rned about the passage of the
Bill and really thought it is so-
mething that will tell Nigerians
outside that they are not forg-
otten in the political process”.

He said the.prospects of
passing the bill appears to be
good at the outset, pointing
out that he held series of dis-
cussions with the Senate Co-
mmittee on Independent Nat-
ional Electoral Commission
(LNEC), which, according to
him, has made some recomm-
endations on the bill.

Wariboko reminded that
“Nigeria must not forget that
we are an example to the rest

and especially Africa. Nigeria
is truly the giant of Africa.
And ifit has to lead this crus-
ade as a progressive democ-
racy, it must be careful and do
things the right way.

"There is no reason’ why
its citizens outside cannot be
involved in the electoral proc-
ess; there is no reason why
every Nigerian should fly
back to vote here. Why? Oth-
er countries are doing it, even
in Africa, Ghana, Togo and
South-Africa. Haiti is doing it.
That is seemingly the poorest
country in the world. Iraqjust
did it; so, Nigeria can do it.

“IfNigeria believes that it
can take the seat in the Secu-
rity Council in the United
Nations, then itdefinitely can
amend the constitution and
allow its citizens to vote out-
side the country'.

“So, this fight to make
sure that Nigerians vote out-
side the country is not over
and Icall on all Nigerians, ev-
en those that reside in Nig-
eria, to make sure they talk to
their congresses, their Asse-
mblymen and women because
to amend the constitution,
you have to go two-third and
two-thirds of all the State
Houses of Assembly, beca-
use it promotes the good
image of Nigeria.

“l would commend and
actually implore the Obasanjo
administration and the PDP to
make sure that it does what-
ever it can to pass that Bill for
the voting rights of Nigerians
in diaspora”.

VA

need to be assisted with more
funds to ensure the smooth
running of programmes.

Similarly, the Executive
Secretary said more funds are
needed to continue with the
UNESCO-assisted project for
the revitalization oftechnical
and vocational education in
the country.

bad taste.

According to him, “the
attempt to discredit former lea-
ders is a disserv ice to the pre-
sent administration because
Ribadu is not competent to
make any pronouncements
on the integrity of former
leaders ofNigeria. At his level,
he was not in a position to
know what happened in the
past to write off a generation
ofNigerian leaders.

“Unfortunately, what he
was quoted to have said was
not contained in the address
he was supposed to have del-
ivered. It is difficult to hold
him responsible for obicta
dicta (a statement you make
that is not contained in your
reasoned paper)”.

Omoruyi reminded Riba-
du that he is holding a resp-
onsible position and warned
against using the position to
attack established Nigerian
institutions, to wit: former
Heads of State.

He said his bit on Alhaji
Shagari that itwas during his
administration that politicians
started using private jets was
not true, as according to him,
“we were using private jets
before 1979. He said an Igbo
politician in the defunct
National Peoples Party (NPP),
got a private jet for the pres-
idential campaign of the late
Dr. Nnamdi Azikwe in 1978”.

Omoruyi said that Ribadu
-should not use his position
at the EFCC to run acampaign
of name calling, noting “that
is not what the EFCC asked
him to do. Those who set up
the EFCC are well-meaning

and never in the history
democracy will a Ges:ap>
type of institution be usi d
undermine democracy”.

He said with partk.i
reference to former Presider
Babangida that the E ft
boss should leave his (B;iK
ngida's) future to the Nig.
people, stressing that “v
Babangida comes out m.
wants to be president, Ribadt.
can vote against him ifhe v
nts to; he can also camp :
against him. But he sh>jL
not use his position as E F 1
chairman to run a campai
ofname calling against him"

“Nigerian people are the
voters. He should allow thcr
to exercise theirjudgement
dare to say that Ribadu is o«
of the third termers because
in one breath, he dismi"
Shagari, Babangida, Aba.l
etc, and in another breatl he
said Obasanjo is providm..
answers to Nigeria’s pr,
lems.

"It is not for one per>.
to begin to make that kind
statement. Why don't yot
allow our constitution to 1
and our voters to exerci>.
their rights? Babangida '
candidate on sale. Ribji
may notbuy him. I, Omo Oni
oruyi, will buy him. He has
rights whether to buy him
not, just as | have the righ:
buy him whether he (Ribadt
continues to sing: “cori
ption.” Nigerians who h.r .
decided to buy him are the’
and those who will not bu.
him are there, not because *t
what Ribadu says”, Omori i
stated.

KATAGUM COMMUNITY
BANKNIG. LIMITED

NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Notice is hereby given that the Ninth Annual General Meeting of
the members of Katagum Community Bank Nig Limited will be
held at the Conference Hall, Zaki Local Government Secretariat.
Katagum, Bauchi State on the 12th day of February 2006 at
10.00am to transact the following businesses:

ORDINARY BUSINESS
1. To receive the Report of the Directors, the Balance Sheet
together with the profit and loss Account as at 31st December
2004 and the Report of the Auditors thereon.

2. To declare Dividend
3. To reappoint Auditors.
4. To authorize the directors to fix the remuneration of the

Auditors.

SPECIAL BUSINESS
5. To consider and if thought fit, to pass the following resolution
as ordinary resolution:
Increase the authorized share capital ofthe Bank from ten million
naira divided into ten million ordinary shares of one naira each
to twenty-five million naira divided into twenty-five million
ordinary shares of one naira each by creating additional fifteen
millidn ordinary shares ofone naira each to rank equally with the
existing ordinary shares.

BY ORDER OF THE BOARD
DATED 22ND JANUARY, 2006
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he Chairman, Senate attention. easing traffic, while

Committee on Works, Earlier, the chairman attention is gradually

Senator Idris Kuta, has  had informed the turned on construction
pledged to provide the lati- committee that FERMA and rehabilitation by the 2004 2003
tude to do what isright inor- operates within the federal ministry of
der to keep the federal context of existing laws works.”
road network in good and the development The board as part of its ASSETS EMPLOYED
condition at all times, objectives ofthe country initial programme of Cash 1.723.478 2,551,128
saying that roads are for to pursue the various action has since toured :
the general use and serve programmes aimed at the length and breadth of Balance with other banks 16,136,296 10’001’138
the interest of the people turning Nigerian roads the country to assess the Loans and advances 2,322,282 6,029.5
of Nigeria. » around. current state of the Other assets 562,851 233,013

Senator Kuta made the He disclosed that the nations’ roads. He noted :
statement when the board specifically that the agency had Fixed assets 1.303.643 1.405.540
chairman of FERMA intends to step up the achieved notable success Total assets 22.048.550 20.2203~
board, Engineer (Dr.) agency’s direct labour in transforming a nOmber
Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu, operations, in which the of roads, which hitherto
led his board to discuss Chief Maintenance Engi- could not be traversed
issues relating to road neers (CMEs) in all without horrible FINANCED BY
development with the states of the federation experiences.
Senate Committee on are in charge. W hile acknowledging LIABILITIES
W orks. Already, the Chief that the available . ,
Senator Kuta revealed Maintenance Engineers resources have many Dep05|ts,current&otheraccounts 9.384,901 9,429.6"

that to demonstrate the are on massive repair of interest and sectors Other liabilities 3.362.138 3.231.134
commitment of his failed portions of roads competing for 12.747.039 12.660.8nb
committee on roads all over the country. He government funding, he
maintenance, the com- was quick to add that this informed the committee CAPITALAND RESERVES
mittee had before now measure may be that the normal annual Share capital 6.262,900 5.000.000
made a formal request to palliative and a bit far budgetary allocation ap- Statutoryreserve 056.749 625155
the agency, to provide between what is re- propriated to the agency '
them with a list of all quired, “but if we are has proven to be grossly General reserve 2,081.862 1.934.434
roads, pointing out the constantly on the road, inadequate for Shareholders fund 9.301.511 7.559.589
worthiness of each for we could intervene in a sustainable road 22.048.550 20.220,395

the works com mittee’s

manner that could help in

maintenance activities.

2007: Revalidate your PDP

PROFIT AND LOSSACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER, 2004

) Gross earnings 6.288.995 5.872.124
reg |St rat| on - G OJ e u rg es Profit before taxation 1.725,312 1,459,003
Taxation (620.000) (550.0001
embers of the  FromMuhammadAbubakar, exercise was meant to give Profit after taxation 1.105,312 909,093
M Peoples Demo | Correspondent (Gombe) j oOpportunity to those dissat-
cratic Party (PDP), isfied with the earlier exercise
who could notrevalidate their ~ tions because, according to o register. APPROPRIATIONS
membership in the last regis- hlml,dthere was I’(]jO whay they She said about 20,000 mem- Transfer to statutory resent 331.594 272'728
tration and revalidation exer- ~ could contestunderthe party o qpin cards would be dis- o
cise in Combe State have been  ifthey are notduly registered . 0o ine leven local Proposed dividend 626.290 500,000
advised to do so in the cur- in their wards. Transfer to general reserve 147.428 136.365
oo “ . government areas ofthe state
rent mop-up exercise if they Every politician must re- 1,105,312 909,093

wish to contest the 2007 gen-
eral elections.

Governor Mohammed
Danjuma Goje who gave this
advise while receiving mem-
bers ofthe exercise on Thurs-
day, said those who refused
to revalidate their membership
should take advantage of the
current one to enable them
actualise their dreams in 2007.

Governor Goje said these
politicians should not blame
him or the party ifthey fail to
contest in the coming elec-

spect his party which is the
bedrock of his government,
because not doing so is un-
dermining its success. | call
on those politician in Abuja
who feel too big to come and
register to do so in their own
interest,” said the governor.

In her address, the leader
of the revalidation exercise
team, Senator Joy Emordi,
who expressed satisfaction
with the harmony that exists
between the party and the
government, said the current

in the three day exercise as-
suring those interested in re-
validating their membership
or joining the party of
“enough cards to go round.”
It will be recalled that the
first exercise held in October
last year was boycotted by
some powerful party members
in the state who claimed to
have been registered by the
Ambassador Yerima Abdul-
lahi-led exercise which was
cancelled by the national
headquarters of the PDP.

T HF** g Y 3mmidmtmiohmtto:

REPORT OF THE AUDITORS (ABRIDGED) TO THE MEMBERS OF KATAGUM COMMUNITY BANK INK;t

LTD.

We have examined she financial statements of Katagum Community Bank Nig. Ltd which have been prepared on the basse r

theaccountingpolicies setout therein.

RESPECTIVE RESPONSIBILITIES OF DIRECTORSAND AUDITORS

The bank’s directors are responsible for the preparation ofthe financial statements, while it is oar responsibility to form

independentopinion based coots'audit o fthe SAGEind report ouropinion thereon.

BASISOF OPINION

We conducted our su it in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards. An audit includes examination on a

basis, of evidence relevant to the amounts and disclosures m the financial statements, it also includes an assessment of fe.
significant estimates andjudgements made by the directors in the preparation ofthe financial statements and of whether t-.
accounting policies are appropriate to the bank's circumstances, consistently applied and adequately disclosed.

We planned and performed our audit so as to obtain all the information and explanations which we considered necessary n
orderto provide as with sufficient evidence to give a reasonable assurance that she financial statements are free from nutem
mis-statement, whether caused by fraud, other irregularity; or error. In forming our opinion, we also evaluated the overall
adequacy ofthe presentation of information inthe financial statements and assessed whetherthe bank's hooks o faccounts ha-
been properly kept.

OPINION

Inour opinion, the tank has kept proper books of account and the financial statements are in agreement with the books. The
financial statements drawn up a conformity with-the generally accepted accounting standard in Nigeria give a true and fair
view ofthe state ofaffairs ofshebank asat 31 Dec. 2094, the profitand cash flow for the yearended on that date and have beer
property prepared in accordance with the provisions of die Bank's and Other Financial Institutions Act. 1991, Communii
Banks Act 1991 Prudential Guidelines and other circulars issued by the Central Bank of Nigeria, .tnd Companies and Allied
Matters Act, 1990.

OUi OLANireci NI fft



ALHAJI GARBAAMINU

Magajin Garin Bauchi

Alhaji (Dr) AhmaduAdamu Mu’azu,
Executive Governor of Bauchi State,
Government House,

Bauchi.

Your Excellency,

LETTE

write in my capacity as an elder

statesman to voice my thoughts over

some recent happenings within and
outside the state.

I must start by commending your
tireless effort in the recent Hajj
operations, where you worked day and
night to make sure that at least about
two thousand, five hundred pilgrims
from our state were able to undertake a
trip to the Holy Land in order to fulfill
their spiritual obligations, which is one
of the five pillars of Islam. | was made
to understand that without your physical
involvement in the whole operations,
almost all the intending pilgrims from
Bauchi State would have lost the chance
to perform the Hajj operations, as
witnessed in other states where very few
or even none could travel to the Holy
Land due to one logistic problem or
the other. You are indeed the best among
equals.

Also worthy of note is the life-saving
measure you took in the Holy Land by
bailing out about 29 pilgrims by giving
them a token amount of N2,000,000 to
save them from any calamity that may
befall them. It is indeed your personal
intervention, as well as your determined
resolve to ensure that our pilgrims return
to Nigeria safely and hassles free.

Your Excellency, the Hajj issue just
goes a long way in vindicating my long-
term assessment of your administration
as the best thing to happen to our dear
Bauchi State since its creation in 1976.
With due respect to our past governors,
viz Col. Bello Khaliel (1976-78), Col.
Garba Duba (1978-79), the late Alh.
Abubakar Tatari Ali (1979—83), Brig.
Sani Sami (1983-85), Col. Chris Abutu
Garuba (1985-88), Col. Joshua Madaki
(1988-90), Col.Abu Ali (1990-91), the
late Alh. Dahiru Mohammed (1991 -93),
the late Wing Comm. James Yana Kalau
(1993-94), Navy Captain Rasheed Adisa
Raji (1994-96), Col. Theophilus

Alhaji (Dr) Ahmadu Adamu Mu'azu,
Executive Governor ofBauchi State

Bamigboye (1996-98), Wing Comm. Abdul
Adamu Mshelia (1998-99), for all their
cumulative efforts towards developing the
state, none of them can boast ofachieving
one-tenth of what you were able to achieve
in the six years of your dynamic
administration.

The contribution of your government to
the development of Bauchi State cannot be
over emphasized . In a spate of six years,
Bauchi has sprung from the image of just
another state to that ofa model state worthy
of emulation by all the 36 states of the
federation. You have been able to impact on
the lives ofall and sundry in all the facets of
human endeavour. Significant projects
implemented include roads construction,
agricultural development, housing
development, rural electrification, water
supply and so many countless projects
which are invaluable to humanity.

One good thing that gladdens my mind is
the fact that the world is not oblivious of
your strenuous efforts towards leaving our
state better than you met it through a dint of
sacrifice, self-consciousness  and
progressive spirit. It is therefore no surprise
that you have been honoured with various
awards by prominent international
organizations over the last six years in

Alhaji Garba Aininu

(Magajin Garin Bauchi)
recognition of your selfless efforts. In
the same vein, within a period of two
months, you were honoured with
honourary Doctorate Degrees by three
reputable wuniversities, namely
Igbenideon University, Okada;
University of Maiduguri and Federal
University of Technology, Akure.
These are aside others already bagged
during the first dispensation. The feat
is indeed unrivalled by any public
figure in Nigeria today.

Similarly, the traditional institutions
are not left out in recognizing your
indelible footprints in the development
of Bauchi State; nay Nigeria by
honoring you with various traditional
titles all over the country.

| therefore hope that you will not
relent in your dogged commitment to
realizing the full potential of Bauchi
State as the mimero itno among all the
36 states of the federation, thereby
paving the way for greater aspirations.

Barka da Sallah.

Yours faithfully,
Signed
Alhaji Garba Aminu
(Magajin Garin Bauchi)
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For more credible national honours award

t sometimes beats one’s
imagination how even those
issues which ordinarily

By Ibrahim A. Kok)

sentation, the connection syn-

i should not be smeared Witdyome, elite manipulation, cor-

;controversy easily become
subjects of doubt and suspicion
i in a country like Nigeria where
j human resources are so abun-
i dant and outstanding efforts are
Iclearly manifested by great
iachievements of individuals,
groups or communities. The
j truth is that we have taken cor-
| ruption, sycophancy and per-
petration of mediocrity, and the
so-called “God-fatherism” to
; such ridiculous levels in our
national life that we have be-
come easily blinded by senti-
ments even in situations where
the merit criteria is in our best
interest as a nation. This is the
way one can explain how the
selection of a list of Nigerians
for national honours became
recently smeared in contro-
versy as a result of perceived
(for whatever reason) question-
able characters among those
listed. Although among those
eventually confirmed and con-
ferred, there are quite some cred-
ible and worthy individuals; the
initial controversy generated
could have been avoided ifonly
to uphold the sanctity of a na-
tional honours list through
clearly-stipulated criteria, which
could have been strictly adhered
to in a most transparent man-
ner.

In every civilised nation of
contemporary times, the es-
sence of such an exercise as
honouring citizens with classi-
fied national honours is to re-
ward sacrifice to the nation and
humanity, and to more impor-
tantly, motivate every other citi-
zen with potentials for out-
standing contributions for na-
tion-building. The idea is also
to create a league of national
heroes and mentors for the
younger and future genera-
tions. When, however, a nation
Vnconsciously or consciously
subjects national honours to
mundane criteria such as eth-
nic or geopolitical quota repre-

Assessing Niger

successful government

jg'that which steers the
-%\people through its poli-
cies towards the attainment of
social, moral and economic
greatness, as well as the
achievement of political stabil-
ity. You will find such govern-
ments very transparent and
their operative organs very de-
termined, honest and trustwor-
thy. These governments iden-
tify and associate themselves
with the plight of the general
public. Such governments also
have very vital links, systems
and machineries that get their
policies to the people for their
positive response toward the
achievement of the desired ob-
jectives and goals.

The vital operative organ of
the government which carries
out policies for the people,
mobilise them to understand
the policies, make them re-
spond positively to the policies
for the benefit ofall is known as
and called the Ministry of In-
formation, sometimes of Tour-
ism and Culture. Thus, it serves
as the vital' link between the
government and the governed.

After careful appraisal and
consideration, | picked the
Niger State Ministry of Infor-
mation under the able
commissionership of Alhaji

m ‘r Hmaru Abldullahi Ragada as ther ' )
Vi itoast sftueyte.vilalliriftjrttwecn, -V any:rpv~day” Wish Jg"nowj

the ggy"jTimeijfc ~nd hffjgoVij-.
cmed in Nigeria for'many rea-

ruption by “cash and carry”
methods, and partisan
politicisation, then the merit of
such honours would have been
thrown to the winds. The con-
sequence is that such a nation
would have bastardised the
merit culture as a yardstick for
striving for national develop-
ment by citizens and would be
creating corrupt and fraudulent
elements as role models for fu-
ture generations.

How the 2005 initial list of
national honour awardees de-
generated to such scorn and
discredit of public opinion com-
mentators in Nigeria is not far-
fetched from the issues ex-
plained herewith. The list was
replete indeed with names for
which commentators could ei-
ther not vouch for their cred-
ibility to have merited the award
or whose backgrounds and
characteristics were obviously
questionable. There were also
those whose contributions to
the nation were either virtually
non-existent or so insignificant
that honouring them would
have amounted to bastardising
any reasonable criteria for mer-
iting the nominations. This is
one of the strongest reasons
why individuals like Chinua
Achebe, whose contributions
to the Nigerian nation towers
over and above most known
national honour awardees, had
to refuse his own nomination.

Even though in previous
years, opinions had always var-
ied on the criteria used for nomi-
nating and selecting awardees,
the 2005 list initially drew so
much ire that whatever credibil-
ity remained of die criteria used
was almost completely jetti-
soned. Unfortunately, apart
from newspaper adverts calling
for nominations on the basis of
die curriculum vitae and write-
ups on citizens considered wor-
thy of the awards, every other
aspect of the procedure of se-

By Hassan Marafa

sons.

To start with, the Niger State
Commissioner of Information,
Alhaji Umaru Abdullahi Ragada
on whose shoulders rests the re-
sponsibility of disseminating all
the necessary messages from the
government to the governed and
feed Governor {Cure's administra-
tion with the peoples’ responses,
is an intelligent and honourable
man. He carries out his duties dili-
gently, honestly and wisely. His
initiatives and actions, making
Niger State a good place to live in
as the most peaceful, stable and
progressive state in Nigeria, are
always applauded and respected
by both the state government and
the populace.

It could be recalled that it was
the commissioner who pio-
neered the participation of com-
missioners in the phone-in
Hausa programme “HANNU
DA YAWA” of the Federal Radio
Corporation of Nigeria, FRCN,
Kaduna, and answering ques-
tions from listeners without
fears, doubts or favours. Today,
many states including Kano,
Zamfara, Kaduna and Nasarawa
states are enjoying from the
fruits of his initiatives. | am sure
that many more states will fol-
low suit as more people are
mare.aw”rejpf.jbpr rigjits ar$

or hear about' ripw .they are goV--

- eriieil Yforrr'tHe h fe e 's*rrtouth.-1 ' 'joyect'ih ‘Nigfer State".

lection was shrouded in such
secrecy that hardly could the
entire process have been sub-
jected to any credibility and
meritoratic test. What we saw
at the end was just a list of
people conferred with some
conjectured citation of claims of
achievements and contribu-
tions to the nation.

And indeed, this is not to
suggest that lists year after year
had been made up of people
who did not merit the award. It’s
just that over the years, the
dominance of those who do not
merit it have become more glar-
ing and overbearing.

It is time that Nigerians revis-
ited whatever existing criteriaare
used in selecting both national
honours and merit awards even
though the latter for now seems
to still bear some significant level
of credibility. But if the musings
that followed even the 2005 na-
tional merit awards to four emi-
nent professors are anything to
go by, then even this category
((national merit) needs to have
its criteria straightened out and
made more transparent. The
essence of revisiting and restat-
ing the criteria for national
awards in my opinion will be to
make them reflect more of con-
temporary universal standards
and to protect the credibility and
integrity of national honours
and merit awardees as custodi-
ans of role models of nation-
building.

There are four universally-
acclaimed criteria for citizens
making national awards of ei-
ther the honours or meritorious
service of academic/profes-
sional accomplishments.

These are outstanding or
meritorious service commit-
ment, innovations or discover-
ies of significance to national
development, outstanding
mobilisation inputs for nation-
building and impact creation on
the lives of citizens and human-
ity. In most cases, a minimum of
two of these criteria are essen-
tial for consideration for nomi-
nation in the first place and

where final selection is consid-
ered a serious business, accom-
plishments in the third and pos-
sibly fourth criteria are applied.
In each criteria, consideration is
also given not only to transcen-
dent qualities of achievement,
but also to conformist and re-
bellious tendencies which im-
pact on nationhood at given
periods oftime. That is why citi-
zens of the radical, conserva-
tive, moderate, rebellious elite
and the masses divide in the
nation can make the list with-
out recourse to sentiments.
Once these criteria are not the
basis for nominations and se-
lection for national awards, the
exercise loses its validity and
credibility and inflicts a danger-
ous trend on the national
psyche to the worship of medi-
ocrity, indolence and fraud.

To me, a disciplined, prin-
cipled and nationally-committed
politician who stood and fought
for an ideology for national de-
velopment is more worthy of a
national award than those who
have used their opportunity of
public office to loot the treasury
and have mastered the trick of
cleverly covering their tracks
while pretending to be pious. A
citizen who is known for persis-
tent opposition to policies of
those in government and for his
stand for the truth (no matter
whose ox is gored) deserves the
national award more than some
opportunist in government
whose stock-in-trade is propa-
ganda with nothing to show for
it A civil servant whose record
of service is untainted and
served conscientiously to be-
come a reference point ofexem-
plary service is the one more
deserving of a national honour,
and not the one who served a
long number of years and made
no difference in his or her own
personal career nor that of oth-
ers. An academic who pro-
pounded some tested theory
most useful to the lives of the
citizens is the one deserving of
a national merit award and not
some career academic who af-

ter attaining professorship re-
lapses to mere teaching and text-
book-writing.

Military personnel who has
gone on several military and
peace-keeping operations on
behalf of the country is the one
more worthy of a national
honours than the one whose
career is mainly political and dip-
lomatic postings. A minister or
top government functionary
who initiates a policy that pre-
cipitated fundamental and im-
pacting changes is the one de-
serving of a national honours
and not one whose tenure is
only to make up the numbers.

A justice of the law with the
track record of incorruptibility is
the one deserving of a national
honours and not the one who
only through his years of service
was catapulted to a high legal
position. The legislator initiating
bills which will change the lives
of Nigerians is the one deserv-
ing of national honours and not
the one raising so-called matters
of public urgency on the basis of
primordial sentiments and over-
sight function gratifications.

In the face of the trend in
bastardising national awards
and persistent scepticism that
is becoming a permanent feature
threatening the credibility of the
exercise and awardees year af-
ter year, the following sugges-
tions are pertinent:

* The Presidency should as a
matter of urgency set up a
League of National Awardees
for both the honours and merit
categories to appraise existing
criteria and to update them to
become more universally-ac-
claimed ones acceptable to most
Nigerians. The league should be
selected from eminent and cred-
ible awardees of the past and
mandated to cany on die func-
tion subsequently.

Hie league should operate
with a board which wiH be re-
sponsible for searching for and
collating future nominations
with a view to verifying claims
of nominees from all segments
of national development efforts.

The board would also
procedures and the sc
process of the league as m
parent as possible in >
way that those who e\
make the list will be of -
tionable character an -
standing achievements

For the protection of tl
age of the country anc
sure that the national
role is for now and in the.
not in doubt to the presc
future generations, all list
1960 should be subjects
minimum of the stated -«
Those who do not m.
minimum of the univers.
claimed criteria should
listed forthwith. | sugg. st
even the present ovl
politicisation of honoru
lowships and doctoral det”
in the higher institutioi
universities should be tr
in the same way as sug”i
herewith.

National awards in Ni.
have been so abused
level of insult to the Ni:
psyche. This is danger
the psychology of effort'
branding Nigeria and ir
guarding the place of rr
nation-building.

That one has served in v,h.n
ever capacity in the puf
private sector for so man'
or that one has attained
position in public office are m»>
guarantee for the persons to txr
selected as national hon.-
awardees.

The innovations, sacrifice, im-
pact, mobilisation and chamt
created in nation-building rcsuk
ing from such long yeans of *r-
vice or occupation of such
tionsqualifyone more forn*>ma
awards. There is no doubt lotto*
that the procedure for nomam
tion and selection of national
awardees in Nigeria requnck ie-
torming. In the spirit of NET I S.
let such a reform be one of na-
tional psychology angle rf ike
reform agenda in the coimr

Profi Ibrahim A. Koto a m,
Provost of Niger State CmVigr
of Education, Minna.

State’s Information commissioner

Peaceful co-existence

Alhaji  Umaru Abdullahi
Ragada, the Niger State Commis-
sioner of Information, has been the
catalyst to His Excellenc, Engineer
Abdulkadir Kure’s policy and pri-
ority over the maintenance of
peace and has worked tirelessly
towards the realisation of good
working relationship between the
government of his home state and
the federal government on the one
hand and the rest of the state gov-
ernment in the federation on the
other. The commissioner has also
ensured the existence of recipro-
cal/mutual relationship between
the Niger State government and
its traditional institutions, non-
governmental and religious
organisations, youths and women
development association, etc. And
all these are contributing im-
mensely to the developmental
drive of the Niger State govern-
ment today.

My choice of Niger State as
the most stable, peaceful and
progressive state in Nigeria is
indeed based on these facts
coupled with political stability
in the state. These successes
must also be credited to Gover-
nor Kure’s ability to choose
people of integrity as members
of his cabinet; because it is the
present administration that cre-

peace
ay ft?

.pevplfrl'

Niger State, businesses, reli-
gious practices, politics and all
other human endeavours are
being conducted without mo-
lestation or hindrances despite
the differences in tribal, reli-
gious and ethnic backgrounds
of the people.

You must agree with me that
no meaningful development
could be achieved without peace
and stability. And peace does
not come easily but efforts must
be made to mobilise the people
on the importance of and the
necessity to give everyone his
rightful rights. People must also
be made to appreciate the virtues
of kindness, understanding, for-
giveness and tolerance, so that
each and everyone could live
with one another with respect
and love. Thanks to Alhaji
Ragada and his able team, be-
cause they have not failed Gov-
ernor Kure’s trust in this direc-
tion. They have indeed put in
place the necessary mobilisation
process and machinery that have
been seeing Niger State through
in respect to being a very peace-
ful and stable state in Nigeria.
For these reasons, many devel-
opmental activities and the pro-
vision of the necessary facilities
and infrastructures are being ex-
ecuted in the state silently and
smoothly for the fulfilment ofthe
yearnings and aspirations of the-
] o a*.'f

right direction ana you will dis-

cover that many or almost all the
other states in the federation
have gone through one violence
or the other based on either reli-
gious, tribal or boundary con-
flict to the detriment of peaceful
co-existence; none of such dirty
things could be said to have
happened in Niger State for a
very long time. In fact, Niger
State is a model of peace in Ni-
geria. No wonder it has pro-
duced two of the most popular
and respected presidents of the
Federal Republic of Nigeria
namely the former heads of state
in the persons of General Ibrahim
Badamasi Babangida and Gen-
eral Abdulsalami Abubakar.

Political stability

In this era of democratic dis-
pensation, conducive political
activities are very necessary for
the electorate to make good
choices, choices that will ensure
the voting-in of charismatic, re-
spectable, transparent, honest,
trustworthy and above all,
hardworking leaders for the up-
lift of the living standards of the
people. Political stability is very
essential and must be said to be
real in Niger State, where all the
political parties live and interact
with one another peacefully. In
Niger State, all the politicians of
the different political parties be-
lieve and play politics as a game.

tion has played a signifies

in the achievement of th
litical harmony, becau-
does not show bias or dis*r
nation against any poll
party in carrying out its dut

What makes Alhaji Ur
Abdullahi Ragada, the w
State Commissioner of Infi
tion tick? What is behin.
successes?

The most fundamental 11,
is the unprecedented sup:'
and trust he enjoys from thi
ecutive Governor of Niger st
Alhaji (Engineer) Abdulk.i
Kure. For this trust, the Infi
tion Ministry and indeed A
Ragada have been given tIx
hand and all the necessar
quirements to enable him and h
team discharge their duties as ¢>
pected. Engineer Kure must
given the credit for the r .
choice, which is the appoint-
of this dynamic, energetic, da:
cated, humble and loyal gent
man, Alhaji Umaru Abdu ;
Ragada as the state Comm;-
sioner of Information. Govern.
Kure has many intelligei
honourable men o fwisdom m hi
stable to choose from, but Alh..
Ragada is one choice that th
governor looks at with pridt an
the sense of satisfaction as he
steering Ragada's roles of inf. t
ing and educating the citizen:

rThfeyJactept victory or other-. 1 of Niger State to the letter.

:f .wise as tlicrr Ood-"gjvenlstatus
Pytryouj;;search Ughf in the, r\~t[iw trr*"Eeuworyhar$ >feelE/ ,fr(\m.P.KOtt

ings. The Ministry of Informa-

Hassan M**<ffd Wrote /
Zarn.

Kaduna State.
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Support

| r.recenttimes, the issue
of power shift has taken
the front seat in the af-
fairs of many Nigerians. In
fact, as far bac.; as 1991 it
was stated that pcv”r
would be rotated ir. -
litical affairsof Nigeri L
fortunately, recent events
have shown that all will not
be well in the political arena.

The shift of power is
not really what the masses
of Nigeria want. The com-
mon man in Nigeria isjust
looking for any competent
person that would lead him
to a very good destina-
tion, not the issue of re-
gionalism. Ethnicity can-
not lead us to anywhere
except crisis. Politicians
are always trying to make
the common people look at
the shift of power as
something good. We
know that regional power
shift is not all out for the
interest of the common
people in the country. So
it’s only politicians that
want the shift of power
among them. They want it
so that they can have ac-
cess to the resources of
the country, particularly
oil and budgets.

i’'m calling on the youth
and the people of North-
ern Nigeria that we have
to be very careful; these
politicians are not fighting
for the interest of the
common man residing in
the region. They are just
on their own and are fight-
ing for their own interest
and benefits.

There is nothing that
President Obasanjo is ex-
ecuting without the con-
sent ofour legislators at the
National Assembly and
they are our representatives
from every constituency.

So, we should come back
to our senses and think well
about this situation of the
shift of power.

T think itis not really what
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Power shiftand Nigerian masses

we should be worried
about. We have to look at
Nigeria as a single entity,

mNigeria as a different
ich and tribes - <Hausa,

ne vay was 25hDe-
cember, 2005, it was
supposed to be an

ordinary day made worse
by the celebrative signifi-
cance that it denoted for
the inmates of EKkiti State
prison, but for the kind-
ness of the action gover-
nor, Ayo Fayose of EKiti
State, who went to cel-
ebrate with them, gave
them their Christmas food,
hope and courage to en-
dure.
It was really touching to
see the mood of these
abandoned, almost forgot-
ten inmates. About 253 of
them are still awaiting trial
of which the governor
promised ‘to alert the nec-
essary authorities about
their plight. The state of
their cells moved him to
| pledge N2 million naira for
mthe renovation of the pris-
; ons.

The prisoners were
agog; it was really a great
Christmas for them; they
v~ere singing and praying
for the-man that brought
smiles to their faces. He
definitely imprinted it on
their hearts that they arc
meant to be reformed. As
if that was not enough, he
went to the state hospital
where the state had just
been blessed with three
kids, one boy, and two
girls on Christmas day. He
rejoiced with the family and
thanked God for his bless-
ings. Prior to that time, he
observed that EKkiti State
Prisons Board had no bus.
He gave them one in addi-
tion to the sum of N 1.6 mil-

Fulani, Yoruba, Igho and
others. We just need some-
one who will look at the
masses and give them a bet-
ter life; one that will ensure

security for the people of
Nigeria; one who will cre-
ate job opportunities for
the innocent in the coun-

try.

Meanwhile, the same
people that are fighting for
the power to shift to the
North help nobody, neither
their closest relations nor

Fayose’s konko

lion naira and Xmas ham-
pers.

No, the governor was
not literarily digging it to
the ground like Lagbaja
(the Afro< Beat musician)
sang in one of his songs,
Konko below. Governor
Fayose was rather, improv-
ing, touching and affecting
the lives of the people at
the grassroots. He has
started it already, because
identifying with the people
goes a long way in under-
standing their plight.

The picture here is that
of a young vibrant politi-
cian, with so much energy
to change the course of
history, to better the lives
of his people. It’s a picture
of a man that has been dis-
turbed and disappointed at
the lacklustre performance

of past administrations in
the state that have gone
down in the book of his-
tory as those that impov-
erished the people they
were supposed to serve.
They destroyed the state
they were supposed to de-
velop; alienated them -
selves from the youths
they ought to have encour-
aged. These developmen-
tal strategies are not re-
stricted to the party faith-
ful. In the words of Chief
Olu Falae, former ANPP
presidential aspirant, he
wished that Governor
Fayose and he were in the
same party. He must have
been impressed by the way
Ayo Fayose has been car-
rying EKkiti State people
along.

From pensioners to wid-

ows to market women, his
impact has been felt in nu-
merous ways. According
to USAID’s end ofthe year
2005 report, Ekiti State was
declared as the fourth best
state in Nigeria.

In just over two years,
the governor has suc-
ceeded in bringing about
peace and harmony in the
state. He collaborated with
the traditional rulers to
move the state forward.
Enoch Adeboye of the
R.C.C.G. inacourtesy visit
prayed that other leaders
could take a cue and learn
from Fayose. He has en-
couraged the youth and
made them come to the
realisation that politics is
not all about the dirty that
some neat players play
around. That it is witli

their neighbours, ta
of the entire people
North.

Jafar Abubakar, (Rabm-
jaho), Katsina.

elow

ess
the

commitment, dedi. on
and service, hard » as
portrayed by his a
tration.

I will like to use ¢’ >~

porfunity to impl< m the

governor to invest ore
revenue-gener, nw
schemes for the stat. hat
more youths can be
ered and more proo
benefit for the state

The traditional r er.

could also be involwd in
sensitising vilLcers
against the spread t: il\
AIDS in the state, kados,

big brother! We aR id
of you while we a»> vet
more develops tal

projects that will he
U.N.M.D.G’s in the v. te

Fadeyi Olubunmi. Plot
04 Amuwbia Street, Hvm-
zhin Kuhwa; Abuja.

Open letterto Governor Abdulkadir Kure

| wish to draw the at
tention of Governor
Abdulkadir Kure of
Niger State to the deplor-
able state of roads in our
rural areas. | hereby appeal
to the executive governor
that he should assist in re-
habilitating the roads in
Bida metropolis, especially
Banghara, Dokozha and
other areas. When driving
through some roads in
Bida metropolis, you
would think that you are
already out of the state.
The question that comes

to one’s mind is whether
the rural dwellers pay
taxes at all. If the answer
to this question is in the
affirmative, then the state
government should strive
to rehabilitate the roads
without further delay.
The roads are in such
deplorable conditions
that the people who live
in these areas find it dif-
ficult to venture out of
their domains. If this
situation is allowed to
continue, especially
with the coming rainy

season, those areas
could be cut from the
other ones. I'm, there-

fore, through this me-
dium appealing to the
state governor not to al-
low the coming rains to
demolish our houses.
-We do not want some
parts of the state to be
left in quandary, as the
people there will be ren-
dered incommunicado.
Engineer Abdulkadir
Kure, we know that you
are a hardworking gover-
nor who’s carrying out

people-oriented pro. mi-
mes that bring pea. nd
progress to the p.

Please, let the rehah na-
tion work comment iow
because during the ainy
season, it will be dit . ah

to do it.

I hope the govern-nent
will heed to this clar am
by coming to the a J of
the rural dwellers without
further delay.

Usman A. Audu, Lm
Majigi, Gudundasa <
Bida, Niger State.
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e recent conference of
governors and other
political and community

leaders in the South held in
| Enugu which turned out to be a
PDP affair, was historic no
doubt. In convening the
conference, those responsible
for the gathering thought that
they were merely exercising
their fundamental rights as
entrenched in the 1999
Constitution, by demanding for
their so-called rights, but it
turned out to be a venue for

expressing their ignorance and .

endemic dislike for the North.

However, the discussions
held and the commutiique
issued amounted to treasonable
threat One of the important and
sensitive issues discussed was
power shift. One speaker after
the other spoke extensively of
injustice allegedly meted out to
them by the North.

They claimed that the North
had ruled this country for up to
35 years, while the South had
only ruled for about nine to 10
years. In the communique, they
insisted that power must shift
to the South-East or South-
South failing which they would
boycott the 2007 general
elections and break away from
Nigeria. The issue of power shift
is essentially a matter for the
political parties except and
unless the conveners of the
conference no longer have faith
in their political parties.
Government and indeed tribal
associations should have
nothing to do whatsoever with
power shift. That should be left
for the political parties to
resolve. Nigeria is a difficult
country to rule, and besides, it
is currently going through its
teething problems in terms of
development. What we require
now is not a tribal president but
a detribalised president who is
experienced, strong in will and
character and capable of
running this country impartially.
Honourable Justice
Chukwudifu Oputa endorsed
this position during the recent
confab. Neither he nor Professor
Wole Soyinka attended the
Enugu conference. They are
great minds who wish Nigeria
well.

I remember when General

That confab of Southern

Obasanjo was military head of
state; he violated human rights
with ignominy. It was during his
time that soldiers invaded the
house of Fela Anikulapo-Kuti
with arms injuring and maiming
his wives and other members of
his group including a French
lady. His (Fela’s) mother, Chief
Funmilayo Ransome-Kuti, an
Egba chief;'was thrown down
.from upstairs and she fractured
'her ami. No one "was brought to
justice. Fela was defenceless
and unarmed except with his
tongue and music. He did not
provoke anyone as to justify the
invasion of his house and
privacy by armed soldiers.

Everyone condemned the
action of General Obasanjo.
Accordingly, when he
contested election for the
Presidency in 1999, his people,
the Egbas, rejected him. The
North and part of the East stood
very firm behind him and he won
the presidential election. The
people who rejected him
yesterday are today not only
singing his praises to the high
heavens, but are also
persuading him to perpetuate
himselfin office.

What an irony! If we go by
what the South is now
demanding, then Obasanjo’s
second tenure is an illegality,
because he was once a military
head of state, but the Supreme
Court has decided on a similar
case involving Rev. Jolly Nyame
of Taraba State and Prince
Abubakar Audu, the former
governor of Kogi State. The
claim that the North ruled for 35
years and is therefore not
qualified to take over the
Presidency in 2007 only exposes
the ignorance, greed,
impatience and selfishness of
the people canvassing this
position.

Military governments are not
democratically-elected. They
come into being through the
barrel of the gun. In military
politics, it is the officer who
leads or heads the coup that
takes over power or voluntarily
surrenders power to the most
senior officer at his discretion.
Major Chukwuma Kaduna
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Bv Abubakar B. Tsav

Nzeogwu who staged the first
military coup in this country
initially took over power as the
commander but later
surrendered itto General Aguiyi-
Ironsi as the supreme
commander. In order not to open
healed wounds, | will not go into
the etails. «f that coup, but
,suffice it to say that it was
mutinous, selfish and one-
sided: This coup Jed us to an
unfortunate civil war which the
Nigerian military fought to keep
the country one. In the process,
many officers and men including
civilians lost their lives.

Other officers who staged
subsequent coups in Nigeria
decided to take over power
themselves. Many officers died
during the coup process while
others who attempted but failed
faced the firing squad. Those
who are now accusing the North
of retaining power for 35 years
should blame their sons in the
military for cowardice, but not
the North as an entity. Their
sons were not only cowards, but
also took part in running and
benefiting from the military
governments of those years.
Even some civilians who are
today making noise also served
and benefited from the various
military administrations which
brought them into prominence.

Even some of our present-
day politicians are still
benefiting from the creation of
the military. They are governing
and stealing from states created
by the military. “Monkey dey
work, Baboon dey chop." We
know how difficult and what
time it took the civil government
of Balewa to create the old Mid-
Western State. Chief Bode
George who is so bitter about
power shift to the North was a
military governor. Commodore
Ebitu Ukiwe was a vice president
in a military administration even
though he was not the most
senior officer in the Navy at that
time. Oh, how people forget so
soon! They are simply
ungrateful for the fairness that
was extended to them. The best

we can do is to forget the years
of military rule and move ahead.
We should start counting the
years of power shift from
Obasanjo’s tenure. This is the
only_usefiil and reasonable thing
to do now.

Certain vital issues which
some of our brothers and sisters
from the South have not realised
is a carefully-laid scheihe to
deceive fheni KV

The convener of, the
conference and governor of
Enugu State, Dr Chimaroke
Nnamani is a brilliant,
hardworking, intelligent,
ambitious and flamboyant
person.

Outwardly, people will hail him
for developing Enugu State, but
we should not forget that Enugu
was the capital of Eastern
region. Drs Nnamdi Azikiwe and
Michael Okpara did their best
to develop Enugu as the Eastern
Regional headquarters. Dr
Chimaroke Nnamani has only
added a little to what Dr Azikiwe
and Dr Okpara did and recently
invited EU ambassadors to
Enugu State to see what he had
been doing or had done. The
idea was to advertise him to the
world as a good leader capable
of ruling Nigeria in future.
Another deceit is that when
adverts for the, meeting were
placed in the print and
electronic media, only Chief
Awolowo’s picture was shown
as a nationalist from the West.
The pictures and names of past
Western politicians as leaders
like Sir Adesoji Aderemi, Alhaji
Adegbenro, Chief Akintola,
Alhaji Adelabu, Chief Bode
Thomas, Chief Anthony
Enahoro, etc, were
conspicuously and deliberately
left out, while those of Dr
Nnamdi Azikiwe, Dr Michael
Okpara, ChiefMbonu Ojike, Jaja
of Opobo, Sir Francis Ibiam,
Dennis Osadebe, Chief Alvan
Ikoku, etc., appeared on the map
of Nigeria in the Ibo-speaking
areas as nationalists. What that
means is that only these past
Eastern leaders fought for the
independence of this country.
You can see the mentality and
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discrimination of some of these
people.

However | understand why
some people are afraid of power
shifting to the North. Some of
the 419ners who are now
governors have realised that
their time will soon be up and
they want power to remain in

, the South, spjhat they may
-.receive ‘protection.
Othem like Chief Tony Anenih
=who allegedly received N300
billion to construct and repair
roads in the East but never did,
and Chief Bode George whose
tenure as chairman of Nigerian
Ports Authority, NPA board,
mismanaged N80 billion, are
afraid that any Northern
president might probe them. To
Chief Olusegun Obasanjo, they
are sacred cows and
untouchable.

What we require in Nigeria are
tested and honourable noble
leaders who can rule this
country  impartially  and
honestly; be they from any part
of the country, not just a
representative of his people.
Those who are insisting that the
Presidency should remain in a
particular part of the South do
not wish this country well.
When -Obasanjo 'Contested
election,,m J 999, did his people
not oppose him? Today, they
find him to be"a superstar and
are asking him to elongate his
tenure. The conference in
Enugu was a tribal affair
designed to serve a particular
group. This is dangerous ( ~<ef
Femi Fani-Kayode, the vocal
Special Assistant to the
President on Public Affairs was
visibly excited each time a
speaker at the conference
attacked the North. He cannot
even hide his emotions. The
self-styled leader of the Yorubas
at the meeting, Chief Kunle
Olajide even asked for the
release of their sons (Ganiyu
Adams and co.) who are being
held in custody for treason.
None of the speakers mentioned
the case of Gen |. Bamaiyi and
others who have been in
custody for up to seven years
awaiting trial. What country is

Justifying Nigeria’s rising crime rates

s the days go by and the
years creep in on each
other, many a careful

observerwill agree with me that
pur beloved country is
becoming more and more a
haven for murderers, thieves,
cheats and all manner of
criminals whose number has
increased beyond any
geometric proportion known in
mathematics.
i In the last few years,
Nigerians have witnessed an
alarming rise in politically-
motivated assassinations,
bizarre ritual killings, high-tech
bank robbery cases and a
general drift into such criminal
behaviours, which were until
recently completely unheard of
within the shores ofour land.
There was a time in this
country when certain criminal
actionswere rarely, ifeven heard
of, and even for those acts that
were experienced once in a
while, the space o ftime between
them and the geographical
distance between such events
were so far apart that it was
possible to live through a year
'vjtb -StK'nri’pg ibout some of
ho r'rrinal acts that were
< % ’ “v Iwithin our shores at

Today, so much has
changed, so much so that within
aperiod ofless than three years,
Nigeria has seen the
assassinations of its chief law
officer, chieftains of political
parties and wives of political
bigwigs, including the recent
assassination of the wife of
Alhaji Abubakar Rirni, a
foremost politician within the
leading People’s Democratic
Party (PDP). Some of such
dastardly acts have in recent
times been executed in such
cruel fashion as to leave many
an officious by-stander to
whbnderifthedevil and all ofhis
denjons have not been given
freeiesiclencewithin the borders
ofour country. ’

Yet, when one takes a closer
look at the emerging trend, it is
clear to even the-not-too-
vigilant that the state of affairs
in our country today is not
unusual to expect, particularly
when the circumstances around
which these decay and rise in
crime have grown and assessed
even ifcasually so.

More and more, pc-tic.:'
powerh W
in Nk;er:
easily tr.
power, s i

By Maxwell Kyon

unscrupulous breed of
politicians that have risen from
the ashes of the long years of
military misrule are willing to do
just anything to acquire it.

Human life which atone time
was regarded as precious and
sacred in our society is being
taken very easily today without
as much as a casual thought
being given to it for as small a
position as the chairman of a
local government council.

Disserting opinions which
should be the true test of a
growing democracy have today
become all that is needed for
many a Nigerian politician to
order for the assassination ofa
fellow Nigerian.

In those days when 1 was
growing up, cases of armed
robbery, particularly,those that
ended up costing victims their
lives, were so few and far apart
thatthey could be termed at the
time; forgive me, as very
negligible. Today, however,
hardly a day goes by without a
case of armed robbery being
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been embezzled into the pockets
of a few get-rich-at-all-cost
Nigerians; many of whom the
rest ofus queued up to cast our
votes forin elections that turned
out to be mainly rigged.

Not a week goes by in
today’ Nigeria without a case
ofritual killing and other such
bizarre happenings making
their way into our national
dailies and electronic media.

A lot of us will prefer to
pretend that the happenings
in our country today cannot
be rationally explained except
to say that they are
coincidental occurrences. We
all know the truth, however,
and that truth is that the
upsurge incrime in Nigeria has
been systematic and
progressive and has come
abbut as a natural
consequence of the greed of
the already criminally-rich few.

When we decide to tell
ourselves the truth, we will
come to the obvious
Conclusion that the state of
affairs in our country today will
rather than get curtailed
explode into proportions,that
are better imagined than
c\ry mricnced until and unless

given a chance to allow him
make an honest living for
himself.

Government continues to
create the impression that the
poverty situation in Nigeria has
yet to get to a level where it
should become its major ifnot
sole priority. We know better,
however, as itis inmy view safe
to say that in today’s Nigeria,
no less than 90% of our
population can be said to be
merely surviving than living.

I’'m not making excuses
neither am | an advocate for
the growing number of <petty
thieves and arjncd robbers that
today populate fljb"t of our
major cities and towns. I,
however, know one thing for
sure; until and unlessjobs are
created for the ever growing
number of jobless Nigerian
youths, the trend will rather
than get reversed become
worse than it already is.

Our youth will continue to
allow themselves to be used
as agents of powerful
politicians to bring death to
the doorsteps of their
opponents as long aS they are
nssured ofthe reward ofa few
hundred paira notes which
unemployment and poverty

governors, leaders

this?

I heard one of the participani
demanding that another stau
should be created in the Sou'
to balance the equilibrium
between the North and tt.
South, while another speak,
ignorantly wondered why son
states in the North have 42 loc.i
government areas as against

.eight in the South. These peop i

forget what was taken in'
tonsideratiori before the LGAs

..were created. We are yet to unn

in this country. We are pole’
apart despite the inter-ethn
marriages and NYS'
programmes.

Thc'conference, as | see
was a challenge to the North

.wake up <from its slumber and

speak with one voice. Man\
things are wrong. It is time ou-
leaders discarded that selfi?1
lust for money and position.

Northern leaders must come
together irrespective of their
cultural and religion
differences and speak with one
voice. It is not enough to
always talk of the legacies of the
late Sir Ahmadu Bello, the
Sardaima of Sokotp. We mu'i
strive Jo imbibe his policies
unstained integrity  arNi
exemplary leadership qualities
Anything short of this is a
disservice to the Memory ofthi'
great leader. We must continue
to extend the hands of
fc*ovuiip to our brothers and
rlflfr. in the South. There are

rariy good people in the South
as tiivre are many bad people m
the North. We require one
another for the survival of th s
great nation. We must not allow
our personal and selfish
interests to divide us as a
people. We require a capable
and detribalised person as
president and not the
representative of a people.

Life istemporary. Let us strile
to build and leave good and
enduring legacies for the future
generations.

Alhaji Abubakar B. Tsav
(NPM), former Commissions
of Police (Rtd) wrote in from
Badawa New Layout, P.O. Bo\
1167, Kano.

will not allow' most ofthem to
see but once in a long while

Until we get to that poin-
where we can evolve a system
of governance wherein it is
possible to check the level of'
unwholesome practices nov
prevalent and openly so in
government circles, more and
more Nigerians will do anything
toacquire political offices atthe
expense ofthe generality ofthe
public.

Until we are able to
consciously begin to think of
making use o fgovernmentoffice
as a means of impacting anc
bettering the lives to our
teeming population by bringing
the basic necessities of
housing, food, clothing anc
education to ourpeople, we wil
continue to live in fear.

Politically-motivated
assassinations will continue to
rise in our country until thatday
when political office ceases to
be a tool foruse in the hands of
those who wield it to steai
government funds and get awa>
with whateverevil machination’
that the mind o fthe wielders of
such power can conjure
because of the immunity' froir
prosecution which some of
these offices enjoy.

Godhelp Nigeria!

Maxwell Kyon is u lega
practitioner based in Kaduiiu.
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Donald Rumsfeld said the military was capable and battle hardened

US military “at breaking point’

lhe US military has
become dangerously
overstretched beca-

use ofthe scale ofits operati-
ons in Iraq and Afghanistan,
two reports have warned.

One, by former officials in
the Clinton administration,
said the pressure of repeated
deployments was very corro-
sive and could have long-term
effects.

The second, ordered by
the Pentagon and yet to be
released, reportedly calls the
army “stretched to breaking
point”.

The US defence secretary
dismissed the claims as out
ofdate or misdirected.

About 138,000 US troops
remain in lraq, on top of dep-
loyments to Afghanistan and
Kosovo.

The study commissioned
by Democratic members of
Congress listed former Defe-
nce Secretary William Perry
and former Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright among its
authors.

It said the US military had
performed admirably in recent
operations but was under
“enormous strain”.

The studies warn of fut-
ure problems in recruitment

and retention

“This strain, if not soon
relieved, will have highly corr-
osive and potentially long-
term effects on the force,” it
stated.

The report predicted pro-
blems recruiting new troops
and retaining current ones in
the face of repeated overseas
tours and shortfalls in vital
equipment.

It accused the Bush adm-
inistration of having failed
adequately to assess the size
of force and equipment need-
ed in post-invasion lIraq, cre-
ating “areal risk of "breaking

President Bush

Auto crash kills sevensiblings

car full of siblings

headed home was cru-

shed between a truck
and a stopped school bus,
killing the seven adopted chil-
drenjusttwo miles from where
they lived.

Everyone in the car was
killed Wednesday, including
the 15-year-old girl who was
driving illegally. Tina Mann
told CNN that her niece, who
had a learner's permit, had
dropped offanother child and
was taking her siblings home
“to get ready to go to chu-
rch.”

The victims in the car
were identified by authorities
as 15-year-old driver Nicki
Mann; Elizabeth Mann, 15;
Johnny Mann, 13; Heaven
Mann, 3; Ashley Kenn, 13;
Miranda Finn, who was either
8 or 9-years-old; and Anthony
Lamb, who was almost 2
years old. . I<
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The other four were taken
to area hospitals. It was beli-
eved that they were treated
and released, said Lt. Mike
Burroughs ofthe Florida Hig-
hway Patrol.

The bus driver, Lillie Mae
Perry, was transferred to a
Gainesville hospital where
she was in stable condition,
hospital officials said.

“In a small county you get
to know the kids,” he said. “A
lot of the administrators and
myself actually taught the
parents of some of these kids.
It‘s a very close knit comm-
unity.”

“We want to know why
he didn't see a big, large sch-
ool bus,” Burroughs said.

Burroughs said a sample
ofWilkerson's blood-alcohol
level has also been collected.

The National Transport-
ation Safety Board will inve-
stigate the crash.

the force’.”

The report also warned
that the lack ofa credible stra-
tegic reserve “increases the
risk that potential adversaries
will be tempted to challenge
the United States”.

The second study, condu-
cted for the Pentagon by mil-
itary expert Andrew Krepin-
evich, suggested that the mili-
tary atitscurrentrate ofdepl-
oyment might not be able to
outlastthe insurgency in Iraqg.

Bush taking Bin L

seriously

resident Bush, defen-
ding the government’s
secret surveillance pro-

and lawmakers from both
parties have questioned whe-
ther it’s legal for the govern-
ment to listen to conversa-
tions in the United States wit-
hout a warrant, which the ad-
ministration could get throu-

gram, said Wednesday tBBtthe Foreign Intelligence

Americans should take Osa-
mabin Laden seriously when
he says he’s going to attack
again.

“W'hen he says he’s go-
ing to hurt the American peo-
ple again, or try to, he means
it,” Bush told reporters after
visiting the top-secret Natio-
nal Security Agency where
the surveillance program is
based. “I take it seriously, and
the people of NSA take it
seriously.”

It was Bush’s first com-
ment about bin Laden since
the al-Qaida leader warned in
atape aired last week that his
fighters are preparing new
attacks in the United States.
Bin Laden offered a truce, wit-
hout specifying the condi-
tions, and the White House
responded that the United
States would never negotiate
with the mastermind of the
Sept. 11 attacks.

Bush’s NSA visitwas part
of an aggressive administ-
ration effort to defend the
surveillance program. Experts

Saddam to sue Bush, Blair

S .addam Hussein’s chief
lawyer said Thursday
Jthat the deposed Iraqgi
president wants President
Bush and British Prime Mini-
ster Tony Blair tried on allega-
tions of committing war cri-
mes.

Khalil al-Dulaimi said
Saddam wants to sue both le-
aders, along with Defense Se-
cretary Donald Rumsfeld, for
allegedly authorizing the use
of weapons such as depleted
uranium artillery shells, white
phosphorous, napalm and
cluster bombs against lIraqis.

“We will sue Bush, Blair

Ibrahim Kugova will be buried in the district where He lived

and Rumsfeld in The Hague
for using such w-eapons of
mass destruction,” al-Dulaimi,
in Jordan, told The Assoc-
iated Press in Baghdad during
a telephone interview.

No complaint has been
filed to the International Crim-
inal Court in The Netherlands,
butal-Dulaimi said Saddam’s
foreign defense team will
present it “very soon.”

“President Saddam inte-
nds to bring those criminals
to justice for their mass Kill-
ings of Iraqgis in Baghdad, Ra-
madi, Fallujah and Qaim and
abusing prisoners at Abu
Ghraib,” the lawyer added.

Surveillance Court.

Four leading Democratic
senators wrote Bush Wedne-
sday saying they support eff-
orts to do everything possible
within the law to combat terr-
orism, but that the NSA progr-
am is an “apparent violation
of federal law.”

“Ifyou or officials in your
administration believe that

K0sovo

aden threat

FESA, or any law, dowv nM
give you enough autho
combat terrorism, you -
propose changes in th.
to Congress,” wrote S
Harry Reid, Edward Ke-
Richard Durbin and
Feingold. “You may no;
ply disregard the law.”

Reporters travelin.
the president were onl;
wed to see a few minir
Bush’s NSA tour, as hi-
ked through the high
Threat Operations Cc
where intelligence exp
monitor Internet traffk
spoke to reporters from a
ium set up in a hallwa;-
completing his tour, b
not take questions.

MaSSES

grieve for Rugova

arge crowds have been

gathering in the Kos-

‘'ovo capital Pristina for
the funeral of President
Ibrahim Rugova, amid a new
row with Serbia.

Rugova, a familiar figure
on the world stage, died on
Saturday from lung cancer at
the age of 61.

Weeping onlookers threw
flowers at his flag-draped
coffin as it was moved in pro-
cession from parliament.

Serbia’s president has
criticised the authorities in
Kosovo for refusing him per-
mission to attend the funeral.

President Boris Tadic,
whose country once gove-
rned Kosovo, said the decis-
ion missed a chance to impr-
ove relations between the
two sides.

“My wish was to pay
respect to the man who tho-
ught differently from me, who
devoted himselfto the peac-
eful realisation of his ideas
and who was a representative
of Kosovo Albanians, with
whom we share a living spa-
ce,” he said in a written stat-
ement.

Rugova spearhea.’
non-violent campalL
Kosovo’s ethnic A It:
majority to end Serbia
Despite being eclipse
Kosovan guerrillasin t
1990s, he remained a f mr
head for ethnic Albani

Kosovo’s parliamei
a special session to p..
respects on Sunday a-
days of mourning were >
ared.

Regional leaders, i:
ing the Albanian pre
and prime minister, Altr.
Moisiu and Sali Berisha
the European Union’s for
policy chief, Javier S >
joined thousands of
Albanians who had
paying tributes at the pa-
ment building since Su

On Thursday, the .
was carried to a cereru
hall where the dignitar e
expected to attend a fur
at midday, before his bli-
the Tomb ofthe Marty* >
morial complex in the Vc
district of Pristina, v,
Rugova had lived.

Rngova has bee--
defining elementofpol :
Kosovo for so long th
hard for us to imagine k
ovo, and Kosovan p(1
without him

Soren Jessen-Pet,-
head ofUN mission adn
ering Kosovo

Talks on the future <
of Kosovo were schedule
begin thisweek but hal e
postponed.

Ethnic Albanians,
make up 90% ofthe p-J
tion of Kosovo, hope the
will lead to full indeper
from Serbia - an ou’
opposed by Belgrade.

Kosovo hasbeenal -
Nations protectorate s :
Nato bombing campaigr '
ced Serb forces to haltop -
tions against ethnic Alba'
separatists in 1999.

Serbia insists K
should remain a partof :
ritory but the ethnic Alb,
majority in Kosovo is d.
ding full independence

Soren Jessen-Pet.
head ofthe UN mission a
nistering Kosovo, dese:
Rugova as “the definire
ment of politics in Kosv



Page 14

Hiccups
lead to
two
deaths

Colombian man
accidentally shot his
nephew to death

while trying to cure his
hiccups by pointing a
revolver at him to scare him,
police in the Caribbean port
city of Barranquilla said on
Tuesday.

After shooting 21-year-
old university student David
Galvan in the neck, his uncle,
Rafael Vargas, 35, was so
distraught he turned the gun
on himself and committed
suicide, police said.

The incident took place
on Sunday night while the
'wo were having drinks with
neighbors.

Galvan started to hiccup
and Vargas, who works as a
security guard, said he would
use the home remedy for
hiccups of scaring him. He
pulled out his gun, pointed it
at Galvan and it accidentally
went off, witnesses told local
television.

“They were drinking but
they were aware ofwhat was
going on,” one witness said.

Police: Man
prefers ‘church
bandit’

rank Zdanowski Jr.
didn’t like being known
as the “Church Bur-

Daily Trust
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Odd World

Michael Jackson, center, wearing a traditional Arabic women's veil and all-covering gown called an
ahaya, holds the hand ofone ofhis children, also veiled, as they walk toward his car on Wednesday,
Jan. 25, 2006, behind a Manama, Bahrain, shopping mail. Jackson is a reclusive residento fthe Gulf
island country since being cleared ofchild molestation charges.

Michael Jackson spotted in robe and vell

op star Michael
Jackson was spotted
shopping in a Bahrain
mall on Wednesday,
his face behind aveil and don-
ning a black robe traditionally
worn by women in the Gulf.

He was with three child-
ren, apparently his own, who
also had their faces covered
by dark scarves. An uniden-
tified woman accompanied
them.

The pop star, who seems
to be settling in the Persian
Gulf, was seen leaving Mar-
ina Mall in the Bahrain cap-
ital, holding a child by the
hand. On the way out a back
door, he shook hands with
security guards.

The woman — also dre-
ssed in the black robe called
an abaya, jeans and a scarf
that partially covered her face

glar,” police said. He preferrechad the two other children.

the “Church Bandit.”

Either way, Zdanowski,

38, 0f St. Louis, faces charges
! forallegedly committing more
than 15 church burglaries over
the past few months. He
faces 26 charges, 23 in the city
| and three in St. Louis County.

Police described Zdano-

| wski as a career burglar with
several prior felony convict-

jions. He allegedly told detec-
tives he targeted churches
late at night to avoid confron-
tation.

“He didn’t want to run
into a pastor on the property,”

| St. Louis County' detective
Ron Keilholz said.

Another potential reason:
Zdanowski told detectives he
is a Catholic.

Most of the items taken
were cash, electronic gearand
other items the suspedt could
easily trade for crack cjocaine,
police said.

Investigators said;Zdan-
owski tried to use a credit card
taken Jan. 14 from Bayless
Baptist Church in south St.
Louis County. A surveillance

All three children were wra-
pped in black scarves and wo-
re yellow shirts and sweat-
pants or khakis without
robes.

Since his June acquittal
on child molestation charges
in California, Jackson has
made several trips to Bahrain
as a guest of Sheik Abdullah
bin Hamad Al Khalifa, the son
of Bahrain’s king. He repo-
rtedly was negotiating a posit-
ion *as a consultant with a
Bahrain-based company that
plans to set up theme parks
and music academies in the
Middle East.

On the mall outing, Jack-
son wore an abaya, pants, a
white shirt and men’s shoes.
His head and face were wra-
pped in a black veil and he
also wore black gloves.

The veil, abaya and glo-
ves were of a style typically
worn by conservative Bahra-
iniwomen.

The woman asked photo-
graphers to respect their priv-
acy and told them they were
scaring the children before
thev left in a \vhite>car with

ned by Ahmed Abu Bakr Jan-
ahi, said it wants to hire the
47-year-old Jackson to give

hiddﬂgice on setting up entertai-

nment businesses. He report-
edly is buildingahome in Ba-
hrain, an island nation in the
Persian Gulf linked to Saudi
Arabia by a bridge.

In November, Jackson
stirred controversy in the
United Arab Emirates by
entering the ladies room in a
shopping mall. His publicist

Thailand coup
creepy passion

was love at first sight for

I'ffhailand’s Scorpion

.Queen and Centipede
King. The couple with a soft
spot for creepy crawlers —
and publicity stunts — is
planning a Valentine’s Day’s
wedding at a haunted house,
and to consummate their
vows in a coffin.

Kanchana Ketkaew, 36,
who setaworld record in 2002
for spending 32 days in a
glass cage with 3,400 scorp-
ions, plans to wed 29-year-old
Bunthawee Siengwong —
who set a Thai record forend-
uring 28 days with 1,000
centipedes.

Kanchana’s world record
was beaten in 2004.

The couple met while
performing their respective
stunts at a snake farm on the
resort island of Koh Samui,
said Sompom Naksuetrong,
the genera! manager of the
Thailand’s Ripley’s Believe It

or Npt Museum, which is
A Anenrino1tWp

said Jackson, who arrived in
Dubai as the guest of a
champion rally driver, did not
understand the Arabic sign
on the door and left the
bathroom when he realized
his mistake.

But local newspapers
reported that the performer
was applying makeup in the
woman’s toilets in a Dubai
mall. Jackson’s host, Moha-
mmed bin Sulayem, dismissed
the story as rumor.

knot Feb. 14 in a group cere-
mony dubbed “Til Death Do
Us Part” at Ripley’s Haunted
Adventure House, in the so-
uthern resort town o fPattaya,
80 kilometers (50 miles) south
of Bangkok.

They will wear bloodst-
ained wedding clothes and

Friday, January 27,

Alleged crack dealer usss
loUBINess carck 32 minutes ago

he business cards got

a response, but surely

not what their owner
had in mind when he had
them printed up.

They came to the atten-
tion of Leavenworth police,
who used them to make a
drug arrest last week.

Sylvester J. Williams, 21,
of Leavenworth, was charged
Monday with possessing
crack cocaine with the intent
to sell it, Maj. Patrick Kitchens
of the Leavenworth Police
Department said.

Kitchens said Williams
remained in custody Wedne-
sday on $75,000 bond.

He said police had heard
for some time that Williams
had been selling drugs in the
area. “Then we heard that he
was handing out business
cards,” the officer said. “In
the course of our investig-
ation we were fortunate to
come up with one, and we
gave him acall.”

Kitchens said the busin-
ess card had an image ofwhat
appeared to be an alarm clock
being hit by a boxing glove
and said: “For a quick hit on
time call the boss.”

“When he answered, we
agreed to buy some crack
from him, we went up there,
and we arrested him,” Kitc-
hens said.

le with
to wed

partake in a traditional Thai
ceremony in which elders
bless the couple with holy
water, Somporn said. But
instead of following Thai trad-
ition and heading to a “weddi-
ng room” after exchanging
vows, the pair plans to climb
into a coffin to consummate
their union.

The arrest was made Fr
day.

"It makes ourjob cons .
erably easier when they ad' e
rtise and let us know wher\
to get ahold of them,” Ki
hens said.

Vele student
wins fight to
Wear skirt

B male high scho

student can weali
/71 s " skirt to school a
the American Civil Libe '
Union reached an agreemcn
with school officials.

The ACLU announc.
the dealTuesday. Itwill a !
a Hasbrouck Heights Sc -
senior to wear a skirt to .
test the school’s no-sL
policy.

The district’s dress _
bans shorts between Oc:
and April 15, but allows sn
apolicy 17-year-old ML
Coviello believes is discr ¢
natory.

“I’'m happy to be a;
wear skirts again to
attention to the fact that th.
ban on shorts doesn’t mak.
sense,” Coviello said in .
statement.

The Hasbrouck Heiijl'
superintendent, Josep-
Luongo, did not retun
phone messages left Tue-d.
seeking comment.

Coviello first wore
costume-style dress but hut
school officials told him
home and change. The d '
rict’s superintendent then
vised the Coviello to pu\
hase everyday dresse-
skirts at a retail store, wh =
Coviello did, the ACL | -

But after a few dam
was sent home with a nou
from his principal say”
wore a dress, kilt or sk
could no longer atu-ic
school.

Kanjana Ketkaew, 36, left, holds and ;scovered with scopions nextto her 29-year-oldfiance Bit

Sengwong during a news conference announcing their upcoming wedding on Wednesdc

2006 in Bangkok. Kanjaria holds a world recordfor staying in aplastic ‘cage With 3,400 sc
-m et e Mvyn-u'nrMmrard&irstavinginatagewith 1,090 Xseittipbdesfo*
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International reaction to the Palestinian legislative elections

ACTING ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER EHUDOLMERT
lhope that after elections results are in, and after our election results are in, that 1will able to
enter into negotiations with Abbas... on a final status agreement between us and the Palestinians.

ISRAELI FOREIGN MINISTERTZIPILIVNI
The elections were meant to give power and strength to dismantle the [militant] organisations
and not create a situation where those organisations sit in the parliament and then become part
of the executive authority.

ISRAELI LIKUD PARTY LEADER BENJAMIN NETANYAHU
Sooner or later [Hamas] will be in the hills over Tel Aviv airport and terrorism could again be a
monumental threat to Israel.

ISRAELINATIONALRELIGIOUS PARTY MPEFFIE EITAM
It’s beyond any shade ofdoubt that Ehud Olmert is dividing Jerusalem [by allowing Palestinian
residents to vote].
Bear in mind that, [if) there were elections in Washington for al-Qaeda, would any American
administration, would any American citizen accept that?

USEMBASSY INTEL AVIVSPOKESMAN STEWARTTUTTLE
\s a matter of policy, we don’t deal with Hamas. If Hamas members win seats... we are not
going to deal with those individuals.

EUEXTERNALRELATIONSCOMMISSIONER BENITA-FERRERO WALDNER
I hope that these elections will... bring two leaderships that are ready and able to inject new
vigour into this peace process.

BRITISH PRIME MINISTER TONY BLAIR
It’s very difficult for us to be in a position of negotiating or talking to Hamas unless there’s a
very clear renunciation ofterrorism.

FORMER USPRESIDENTJIMMY CARTER,HEAD OF INTERNATIONALOBSERVERS
The US government is prepared to continue dealing with the Palestinian Authority with Hamas
members in the parliament.

If Hamas becomes part o fthe executive branch that is, if it holds portfolios, then the Americans,
the way | understand it, will preclude the United States doing business with the Palestinian
Authority. So we do not know what choices will be made by the Palestinians.

HEADOF EUOBSERVER MISSION V'ERONIQUE DE KEYSER
The Palestinians have given us a lesson [in] democracy in the sense that to have such elections
with pluralism, so many parties here, in [such a] difficult situation, it’s a good lesson.
Now I really hope that everything will be quiet, not only today, but at the announcement ofthe
results. And after that we will see but really | hope the Palestinians [get] the peace and

Election campaigns have been a new departurefor Hamas leaders

democracy they deserve.

VVIho are

amas influence has
grown during the inti-
fada

Hamas appears to have
translated its widespread pop-
ularity among Palestinians
into a dramatic win in the Parli-
amentary elections.

Its new-found political
status does not make it any
less controversial, however.

Branded a terrorist organ-
isation by Israel, the US and
the EU, itisseen by its suppo-
rters as a legitimate fighting
force defending Palestinians
from a brutal military occup-
ation.

Itis the largest Palestinian
militant Islamist organisation,
formed in 1987 at the beginn-
ing of the first intifada, or
Palestinian uprising against
Israel’s occupation in the
West Bank and Gaza.

The group’s short-term
aim has been to drive Israeli
forces from the occupied terr-
itories, through attacks on Isr-
aeli troops and settlers in the
Palestinian territories and -
more controversially - against
civilians in Israel.

It insists that the withd-
rawal of Israeli settlers and
troops from Gaza last year
was a victory for this policy.

Italso has a long-term aim
of establishing an Islamic

state on all of historic Pales-
tine - most ofwhich has been
contained within Israel’s
borders since its creation in
1948.

Since the death of Palesti-
nian leader Yasser Arafat, it
has taken part in local electi-
ons and won many seats in
areas like Gaza, Qalqgilya and
Nablus.

But its biggest triumph
follows this week’s parliame-
ntary elections, in which the
group appears to have won
enough seats to form the next
Palestinian government.

The grass-roots organisa-
tion - with a political and a
military wing - has an unkn-
own number ofactive memb-
ers but tens of thousands of
supporters and sympathisers.

Up t0 40,000 people rallied
inGaza City in December 2002
to mark Hamas’ 15th annive-
rsary where they heard the
group’s spiritual leader, the
late Sheikh Ahmad Yassin,
predict Israel’s destruction by
the year 2025.

Huge crowds also took to
the streets after his assassin-
ation by lIsrael in 2004 and
that his successor Abdel Aziz
al-Rantissi later that year.

Hamas is divided into two

ing schools, hospitals and
religious institutions militant
operations carried out by
Hamas’underground lzzedine
al-Qassam Brigades.

It also has a branch in
exile, formerly in Jordan -wh-
ere one of its leaders, Khalid
Meshaal, was the target of a
bungled Israeli assassination
attempt in 1997.

Sheikh Yassin was relea-
sed from an Israeli jail follo-
wing the attempt on Meshaal

King Hussein tolerated
Hamas’ presence but his suc-
cessor, King Abdullah Il had
the group’s headquarters clo-
sed down and senior figures
expelled to Qatar.

Hamas came to promin-
ence after the first intifada as
the main Palestinian oppon-
ent of the Oslo accords - the
US-sponsored peace process
that oversaw the gradual and
partial removal of Israel’s occ-
upation inreturn for Palestin-
ian guarantees to protect
Israeli security.

Despite numerous Israeli
operations against Hamas and
clampdowns by Yasser Ara-
fat’s Palestinian National Aut-
hority, Hamas found it had an
effective power of veto over
the process by launching sui-

main ~spheres of operation; , cide attacks.

social programmes lik,e build->\

In February and 'March

Hamas’?

1996, Hamas carried out seve-
ral suicide bus bombings, kill-
ing nearly 60 Israelis, in retali-
ation for the assassination in
December 1995 of Hamas
bomb maker Yahya Ayyash.

The bombings were wid-
ely credited with turning Isra-
elis offthe peace process and
bringing about the election of
hardline right-winger Binya-
min Netanyahu who was a st-
aunch opponent of the Oslo
accords.

In the post-Oslo world,
most particularly following the
failure of US President Bill
Clinton’s Camp David summit
in the summer 02000 and the
second intifada which follo-
wed shortly thereafter, Ham-
as gained power and influ-
ence as Israel steadily destro-
yed the infrastructure of the
secularist Palestinian Autho-
rity.

In towns and refugee
camps besieged by the Israeli
army, Hamas organises clinics
and schools which serve
Palestinians who feel entirely
let down by the corrupt and
inefficient PNA.

Israel has paid a price for
Hamas’ dislike o fthe peace pr-
ocess.

Italso summarily executed
Palestinian collaborators yyith

, Israel and disced out vigilante ]

punishments for “immoral
behaviour”.

Many Palestinians chee-
red the wave of Hamas suic-
ide attacks (and those of fell-
ow militants Islamic Jihad and
the secular al-Agsa Martyrs
Brigade) which followed.

Many Palestinians saw
“martyrdom” operations as
the best way to avenge their
own losses and counter Isra-
el’s unchecked settlement
building in the West Bank.

There have been efforts to
unite the various Palestinian
factions, with Cairo hosting a
series ofmeetings since 2002
to negotiate a suspension of
terror attacks.

But Hamas has always
shied away from signing up
to apermanent ceasefire while
Israel occupies Palestinian
territory and its troops are
responsible for the deaths of
Palestinians there.

“The killing of civilians
must be punished by the
killing ofcivilians,” Mahmoud
al-Zahhar, a senior memberof
Hamas, said.

As well as inflicting by far
the most casualties on Israelis
- with attacks that are gen-
erally better-planned and exe-
cuted than those ofother mili-
tant groups - Hamas has lost
many members of iti leade-

A ,

K, Lr»v.;t, /

rship in Israeli assassinat
and security sweeps.

Its founder Sheikh Ya
was killed in a missile atta™ k
on 22 March 2004, after
unsuccessful attempt or
life six months before.

Election campaigns ha\t
been a new departure
Hamas leaders

Following the killing
Sheikh Yassin, Mr Ranti"
emerged as Hamas leadc
Gaza before he too was ass
sinatedon 17 April 2004. Kh.i
led Meshaal, now based in
Syriaand Lebanon, isthe e
up’soverall leader.

Prominent Hamas officuii-
killed by the Israelis inclu*:.
Ismail Abu Shanab, in Auguc
2003, and lIzzedine al-Qa-ss™
Brigades leader Salah Shch
ada, inJuly 2002.

Shehada’s successor.
Mohammad Deif - whom
Israel blames for the 1996 bo-
mbings - has escaped sever.:
attempts on his life.

But Hamas attacks on
Israel have continued thu-
and fast, with suicide bomb
ings and armed assaults cla
ming hundreds of lives. Thrv.
Hamas supporters were e\ en
convicted of an unsuccc'-
attempt to poison lIsraeli din
ers at a Jerusalem restaurar:
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Palestinian poll In Pictures

Supporters ofthe radical Islamist movement have taken to the streets to celebrate thegroup's apparent
victory.

I The Islamic resistance movement Hamas appears to have crowned itsfirstparliamentary election
campaign with a shock defeat over mainstream rivals Fatah.

Exitpolls after the ballot centres closed had suggested a leadfor Fatah, but that began to change as
votes were counted.

In school classrooms around the West Bank and Gaza, votes were being accumulated by the Hamas list.

Rival sunnnrters eathprpn outside nolHno stations hut as th& w it «»/A~ nnnto suit the> / Tnt/tk Xit n,,ih A alLZa * Ar2A/Zill
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17 19027 19027 ABDULKADIR, HAFIZU C/0 UBASEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET ol 22420 2497  AHMED, NAZIRUKUFI UBASEC.LTD., 97/105 BRAOD STREET
18 19029 19029 ABDULKADIR, RAMLATU P.0.BOX 3550, BAUCHI 92 19552 192  AHMED, S. USMAN PO.BOX 143,
19 20072 20150 ABDULKARIM, NGRACE C/OFBN PLC, KANO 93 2928 2928 AILARA, RASHEED TAIWO C/0 UBA SEC LIMITED, 97/105
20 522 522 ABDULLAHI BOLARI. BABAYO C/O UBA SECURITIES, 97/105 BROAD STREET 994 21597 21674 AISHA, AMINU C/0 UBASECURITIES LTD., 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGCS
21 8162 8162 ABDULLAHI ABUBAKAR MUSA PMB 2220, KADUNA 95 22369 246  AJALAABDULRAHMANUT. C/0 UBA SEC,
22 825 825 ABDULLAHI, BATURE BD3 ZARIA KAWOKO, KADUNA 96 22127 2224 AJALA, HABIBATY PO BOX 22420, Ul
23 884 884 ABDULLAHI, HASSAN C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, P.O.BOX 6492 97 2970 2970 AJANI, SEMIU C/0 UBA SECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREET
24 21897 21974 ABDULLAHI, HASSAN ABDULLAHI STANDARD TRUST BANK, MINNA 98 2990 2990 AJAYI, KEHINDEAFUSAT C/0O UBA SECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREET
25 21895 21972 ABDULLAHI, HASSAN ZUNGERU ABUBAKAR SADUQ HASSAN, STB PLC 99 3017 3017 AJIMATI, TAIDIN BOLADE C/0 P.O BOX 4039, IBADAN
26 21028 21105 ABDULLAHI, JABIRU C/O UBASEC LTD, P.0.BOX 6492,, MARINA, LAGOS 100 3018 3018 AJIMOTI JIMOH, JIMOH ODEKUNLE  C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET
27 21856 21933 ABDULLAHI, LATEEFAH C/O UBASEC. LTD,, 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGOS 101 3024 3024 AJUMAWA, YUSUF IDRIS C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET
28 63l 631 ABDULLAHI, MOHAMMED P.0.BOX 34, BORNOLGA 102 3039 3039  AKANBI, MAJEED OLADELE C/0 UBASECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET
29 21756 21833 ABDULLAHI, MYDASSIR C/0O SALISUABBAS P.0.BOX 4852, KANO, 103 3037 3037 AKANBI, MOSHOOD A. FAJUYI HALL MOSQUE, O.AU. ILE IFE
30 19975 20053 ABDULLAHI, NASIRU C/O DEPT OF BUSINESS ADMIN, BAYERO UNIVERSITY 104 19876 1964 AKANDE, MUSTAPHA C/O UBASECURITIES LIMITED, P. O. BOX 6492, MARINA
31 21452 21529 ABDULLAHI, SULAIMAN C/O UBASEC. LTD,, 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGOS 105 21344 21421 AKANJI, RASHEED E7/966A OKE'BADAN, AGUGU, IBADAN
32 713 713 ABDULLAHI, SULEIMAN C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET 106 3103 3103 AKINBAMI, FATIMOT C/O UBASEC 97/105 BROAD STREET, LAGOS
33 18658 303309 ABDULLAHI, UMAR ISMAILA P.0. BOX 6793, JOS, 107 3116 3116  AKINBORO, ABIODUN 1I.T.A, IBADAN, IBADAN
¥ 52 521 ABDULLAHI, YAKUBU C/0 UBA SECURITIES, 97/105 BROAD STREET 108 20428 26506 AKINWALEFAWZAH UBASEC.LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET
35 20402 20479 ABDULLAHI, YARKASUWN SALISU UBASEC.LTD., 97/105 BROAD STREET 109 20959 2106 AKINWALE, MUFTAU KARIM 5 MANDELA CLOSE, AUSIRALIA ROAD
36 986 986 ABDULRAHAM, SADIQ SANI P.O.BOX 1274, 110 3179 3179 AKINWALE, TAOFEEK B C/OMR. ILASALAWU, CMS DEPT, THE POLY, IBADAN,
37 1004 1004 ABDULRAHMAN, HAFIZ C/0 UBA SECURITIES, m 3210 3210 ALAAYA, JAMAL P.MB. 5022, DUGBE, IBADAN
33 1073 1073 ABDULSALLAM, HASIYA CBN QUARTERS, GARKI 112 21686 21763 ALABI, ABDUL FATAI C/OUBASEC LTD, 97/105 BROAD ST.
39 1083 1083 ABDULWAHAB, LAWAL C/0 UBA SEC,97/105,BROAD STR, LAGOS 113 3212 3212 ALABI, HASSAN 2, IGBONAMKT., OSOGBO
40 1079 1079 ABDULWAHAB, RAIHAWAT C/0 UBA SECURITIES, 97/105 BROAD STREET 114 21687 21764 ALABI.SAFURATA. C/O, UBASEC
41 8256 8256 ABDURRAHAMAN, ABUBAKAR 1.C.B. PLC, GUSAU 115 3254 3254 ALADE, SEKINAT P.0.BOX 24656, MAPO, IBADAN
42 1094 1094 ABDURRAHMAN,ABBA P.0.BOX 135334, KADUNA Ti6 3258 3258 ALAGBO, LATEEF OLUFEMI P.0.BOX 36253, IBADAN
43 19874 19952  ABIOLA, ASHIRU P.O. BOX2226, IBADAN 117 3276 3276 ALARAN, SHAFI'IT. C/O UBASEC, LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET
4 1189 1189 ABU, AMINU P.0.BOX 6972, BENINCITY 118 3273 3273 ALARAPE, ABD AZEEZ TIAMMY P.0.BOX 225, IBADAN
45 1187 1187 ABU, MARIAM C/O UBASEC. LTD., 97/105 BROAD STR. 119 3290 3290 ALASIRI, SALIFAT 12 ALAKIJASTR., OFF IMALE ALAFIA ROAD
46 1635 1635 ABUBAKAR, ISAH P.O.BOX 676, 120 3300 3300 ALAYANDE, MUHYDEEN P.0.BOX 35894, AGODI
47 1638 1638 ABUBAKAR, KUDUMUHD NAGARI COLLEGE, 121 20515 2082 ALH RAUFU, ADIATU C/O UBASECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREET
48 21768 21845 ABUBAKAR, ABUBAKAR IBRAHIM UBA SECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREET 122 22403 22180 ALH.MUHD., BELLOABDUL HAKEEM C/O UBA SEC,
49 1569 1569 ABUBAKAR, AHMAD ADMIN &GS DEPT, 123 19907 1998 ALHAJI, MUHAMMAD ALIAJI C/0 MAL MUHDALHAJI, AL-NOURY HOSPITAL, N 01 1IYAKARD
50 1226 1226 ABUBAKAR, ALIWUDIL ALIWUDIL C/0 HABIB NIG BANK, KANO MAIN BRANCH 124 3445 3445 ALI BIU, ABDULLAHI BIU LOCAL GOVT. SECRETARITE, BIU
51 1294 1294 ABUBAKAR, ALIYU ABUBAKAR P.0.BOX 4000, 125 3444 3444 ALI, ABDUL SAMAD BIU LOCAL GOVT.SECRETARIATE, BIU
52 13883 13883 ABUBAKAR, AMINAS C/OALH. ADAMU N. 3 AKWALI RD.T/WADA, ZARIA 126 3471 3471 ALI, DOGO MUSA C/O FIRST BANK OF NIG, FUNTUA
53 21841 21918 ABUBAKAR, DABOH CFGFTHEHEADORMISTTIOFTVE FECERATIONFEDSERETARATRH S IAELA 127 3417 3417 ALI, SALE INUWA C/O CHEM, DEPT, B.U.K., P.M.B. 3011
54 3328 3328 ABUBAKAR, DAUDA HARUNA F.G.C., P.MB 103 MINNA 128 3400 3400 ALI, SHAMAKI FAIZA PO BOX 10684, KADUNA
55 21090 21167 ABUBAKAR, ISAH BAUCHI P.0.BOX 12827,, WUSE, ABUJA 129 3480 3480 ALIMI.ASANAT P.0.BOX 36129, AGODI-IBADAN
56 1336 1336 ABUBAKAR, MAI TAKALMAMOHO D/TANKARI ROAD, 130 3495 3495  ALIMI, AYUBAISHOLA ILE DOBGA SANGO SAKI, OYO
57 20272 20350 ABUBAKAR, MARA ADAMU 1832, R/WAIKA, KANO, 131 3481 3481 ALIMI, KHADIJAT P.0.BOX 36129,AGODI-IBADAN
58 1369 1369 ABUBAKAR, MAWASHIAISHAT 66. SULLUBAWA ROAD, U/SARKI 132 21763 21840 ALIMI, YEKINI TOLA P.0.BOX 30ABIG1122003, OGUN,
59 1401 1401 ABUBAKAR. MODIBBO MUSTAPHA C/OGIDAUNIYA, P.O.BOX 14427 133 3720 3720 ALIYU, ABUBAKAR IBRAHIM P.O.BOX 32,
60 20294 20372 ABUBAKAR, MOH. BELLO C/0 UBASECURITIES LTD,, 134 3739 3739 ALIYU, ADAM RABIU C/0 UBASEC, PO.BOX 6492
j 61 21346 21423 ABUBAKAR, MUNCHIGARI IBRAHIM ADAMU S. JIRGI GOVT.SEC. SCH. K/IDX, BAUCHI 135 3756 3756 ALIYU, FAKI YUSUF MG 10 MAGAJI SAMBO RD MOTOR, KAURA KADUNA
62 1586 1586 ABUBAKAR, MUSTAPHAABUBAKAR P.O. BOX 5043, KANO STATE. 136 21842 21919 ALIYU, IBRAHIMA. C/O UBASEC.LTD., 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGOS
63 1311 1311 ABUBAKAR, TUKUR C/0 UBA SECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD 137 3722 3722 ALIYU, IBRAHIM ARAF N.R.C, ZARIA
64 1511 1511 ABUBAKAR, ZAINAB TRIP LTD JALINGO, 138 3558 3558 ALIYU, KABIRU 146 HERBERT MACAULAY, EBUTE-METTA
65 20740 20817 ADAMU AHMED, HASKE C/0 UBASEC, P.O.BOX 6492, 139 21603 21680 ALIYU, LARAI C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGOS
66 1890 1890 ADAMU, ALIYU C/0 UBASECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET 140 3630 3630  ALIYU, MAGAJI C/0 UBASEC. LTD. 97/105 BROAD ST. LAGOS,
67 18170 18170 ADAMU, HARUNA C/OALHBELLO M.C.O.AJALINGO, TARABA 141 3637 3637  ALIYU, MOHAMMAD PMB 2019, KADUNA
68 1985 1985 ADAMU, SABO BANAKO C/0 UBASEC. LTD, P.0.BOX 6492 142 3744 3744 ALIYU, MUSA SALIHU C/0, UBASEC
69 2083 2083 ADEDEJI, RAHEEM ALABI C/O UBASEC. LTD, P.O.BOX 6492. MARINA 143 3774 3774 ALKALI, HALIMA P.O. BOX 2452, SURULERE
70 18421 303303 ADEDIRAN, ABDUR-RAHIM C/0 UBASEC., P.0.BOX 6492, MARINA 144 19989 2X67  ALKALI, ALl C/0 UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET
7 2108 2108 ADEDIRAN, ABDUR-RAZAQ C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, P.0.BOX6492 145 3785 3785 AL-KASSIM, ZAKARIYYA KAMAL P.O. BOX 12946, WUSE
72 2167 2167 ADEJUMOBI. MUSTAPHA C/O UBASEC. LTD. 97/105 BROAD STR 146 19592 1%6R ALLI, SHAKIR IDOWU BOX 30785, SECRETARIAT, IBADAN
73 2210 2210 ADELANA, TAOFIQ C/OP.O BOX 12946, WUSE 147 3808 3808 ANSHITARDAGBANAISING ALMSHITTAAROWOJEKA& SONS, OKE-SUNNAHSAKI IBADAN

L 2215 2215 ADELEKE, FATIMO C/OU.B.ASEC, 79/105, BROAD STR, V/ISLAND 148 21001 21078 AMEEN, SHEREEFAH 203, NISBET HSE, HOMERTON HIGHST,, LONDON, E9,55A,
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AMINU. GARBA DANEJI

AMIRU. TASIU RIMIN GADO
AMOO. MODA'NUOLAADESOIA
AMTAL INUWAALI

AMUSAT MUMINIA

ANGO.d MABALA

ANGO, SAIDU ABDULRAHMAN

SNWUALU, GARBA S3AREa ANWUALU

ARAROMI, MOSQUE

AREMU, OTUN-S MOSQUE
ARIREMAKO/WAHAB
ARMIYAU. MADA KHUMRAN'

AROUNDEGBE, ADEBAYOSAHEED

ASHIRU SHAKIRULLAri
* s CIRISISLAM™ CO! fGE
ATITEBI. KAFILATOMOTAYO , * m
ATTAH. MOHAMMED GARBA
AUDI, ARMAYAU

AUWAL. ABUBAKAR EL WAZEER
AUWAL. HASSAN MAMMAN
AUWALU. DAUDA MOHAMMED
AJWALU. IBRAHIM MUSA
AWOSANMI. IBRAHIM

AWWAL. YAHAYA

AYINDE, MUBEEN " -

AYINLA; BADERA

AYOADE. JIMOHADEBAYO
AYOADE, MULIKAT OLUBUKOLA
AYUBA. AMIRU

AZEEZ. OLUWATOYIN

AZEEZ. WASIU

AZEEZ. WASIU

BABA 2ND ADAM

BABA, ABDULBADIALHASAN
BABA, ADAMU MAIMUNA

BABA. UMAR

BABA, YUSUF SULE

BABALOLA, AZEZAT MODUPE
BABALOLA, WASILAT ABIOLA
BABANDO. KAMALUALIYU
BABURA, BELLO MAHMOUD
BADA, BELLO

BADMUS, AAISHAT OYINLOLA
BADMUS, ABDULHAKEEM
BAKARE, IBRAHIMADEBAYO
BAKRE. ISMAIL ADEPOJU
BALA.AFAKAHALADU

BALA, SHEHU SHEHU
BALARABE, GARBA YAKUBU
BALARABE, MAIMUNA
BALKISU, MIJINYAWA
BALOGUN, AMINU R, NIHINLOLA

BALOGUN, BABATUNDE

BALOGUN, ISMAILAYINLABABATUNDE

BALOGUN, MAYOWA
BALOGUN, SAKIRATA.
BALOGUN, SIKIRULAI
BAMIGBADE, B ADEDIJI
BANAU, KAMBA SANi
BANKOLE, SAHEED
BAPPA, DIJA

BASHIR. AMINU
BASHIR, ASMAU
BAWA, ABDULRAHMAN AMINU
BAWA, HARUNA USMAN

BAWA, JUMMAI

BELLO, ABUBAKAR

BELLO. ABUBAKAR HAUWAU.
BELLO, GARBAKANKAROFI
BELLO, IBRAHIM SATDU
BELLO, JUBRIL ONNOTU
BELLO, KAOSARATA,

BELLO, MAIRO MOHAMMED

‘BELLO, MHDJAMIU

BELLO, MUNIRATOZOHU
BELLO,NASRUDEENA.
BELLO. RILIWANU K
BELLO, SA'AD

BELLO, SABIT FOLARANMI
BELLO, SALEH

BELLO, SARATUI
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YAKANSAI799B.
C." UBASEC. P.0.BOX 6492. MARINA
C -FISSECURITIES LTD.. 2. MACARHY STREET ONIKAN
C. FiRST BANK NIG. PLC, KANO MAIN 10 LAGOS STREET
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I1Si DEPT., P.M.B. 3045, FCE, KANO
M*3 GROUP, KM 15. ZARIAROAD
C O FINMAL FINANCE CO. LTD. P.0.BOX 12946 WUSE
PM.B. 2180, KADUNA

C O PREMIUM SECURITIES LIMITED. 27/29 KING GEORGE V RD ONIKAN

C O PREMIUM SECURITIES LTD, 27/29 KING GEORGE V RD ONIKAN
C OTRIPLTD,. P.M.B 1071, JALINGO
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MINISTRY FOR LOCAL GOVT.. KADUNA
AA.C.O.E., ARGUNGU
C/O FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA, SAMARU ZARIA
PO.BOX 13175. KANO
C/O UBASECURITIES LTD,
16, JOHNSON STREET, CEMENT-IKEJA, LAGOS STATE
C/0 PREMIUM SECURITIES LTD., 27/29 KING GEORGE V RD ONIKAN
8 MOREMI ROAD, NEW BODIJA, IBADAN
C/0 PREMIUM SECURITIES LTD., 27/29 KING GEORGE V RD ONIKAN
C/OARILESERE J.|, BURSARY DEPT, U.l.
rPO BOX3691 LAGOS
\ C/0 UNION BANK, IKIRUN BRANCH
VC FIRST BANK OF NIG PLC, BIRNIN KEBBI
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C/0 FBN MERCHANT BANKERS, P.M.B 12715LAGOS
CS.ATBU
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C/0O UBASECURITIES, 97/105 BROAD STREET
1C, SABA COURT,. LAGOS ISLAND
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P.O. BOX 200,
C'frEHtM/fe P.©.BOX 1294#* >*' mt fJ 1" 3J

comIMtotifc.V.o.tbixtotf..j .o *# . ' J*

2&

. 241
242

244
245
246
247
248
249

251
252
253
254
255

257

259
260
261
262
263
264
265
266
‘267
268
269
270
2711
272
273
274

28

J

B BB

292
293
294
295
296
297
2&
299

301
302

= 308

310

312

313

' 314

315
-416*

21691

5561
19777

21495
5615
5592
5602
5664
5681

18596

20745

57#

5953
5974

18295
6025

13138
6118
6154

13188

18255

18336
6218
6226
6276

21041
6350

20710

21091
6437

19260
6599
6556
6617
6626

20788
6672
6711
6702

19855

18300
6748
6814

19781

7036
7183
7167
7191
7116
7172
7107
7174
7209
7260
7272
7303
7331
22107
7238-
7329
7221

21768
5544

' 5561
19827

21572

18596'
20822
5762

588ff
5953
5974

18295

8903
13138
6118
6154
13188
18255
18336
303281
6226
6276
21118

20787
21168
6437

19260
6599

6617
6626

6666
20865
6672
6711
6702
19933
18300
6748
6814
5449
19831
21904
7036
7183
7167
7191
7116
7172
7107
7174
7209
7260
7272
7303
7331
22184
7238
7329
7221

INTERNATIONAL

BIOBAKI). BASHIRU
BIftNIN-TUDU.SHEHIti ttfeu f
BISIRiU. NASIRDEEN
BUGAJE. HAOWA ABDU

BUSARI AYINLA, MOLIKI

BUSARI, ISIAKA

USEE'. ABBA
DABtRI.’"MUHAMMED ALFURGAM
DABO LERE ZAfNAB UM&R
DAGABAWA- SANI. HAOIZA
DAHIRU. ABUBAKAR
DAHIRU, AHMED

DAHIRU, BABALE IBRAHIM
DAHIRU. GAMBO

DAHIRU. MUHAMMAD ALIYU
DAHIRU. NURA

DALHATU, SUNUSI
DAMBAZAY. HALIMAL.
DANKANI. TURADU IBRAHIM
DANLADi LADAN. ABDULLAHI

DANLADI.YABI

OANLAMI. YAWA HARUMA%'M§>;.cj
»Ooi

I'anyaro MOHAV.ir:1:
DAUDA, KAMORUDEEN
DAWUDA, MAIRC

DELE. FATIMC

DELE, JUNAID OLAJUWON
DtKKO. JAAFAR
DRJIMOH.IDAYATI.
DROLUSESI.LUKMAM
EKO. ABDULKAREEM
EMEKIMA. YUSUF A
ENGR OMISANYA, SULAIMAN
EZE CELIAS

EZE. MAUREEN

FAHM, ADIATA

FAKOKUNDE. DAUDU OLANIYI
FARUK. MUHAMMED MAISIKELI
FATIMA.AU SULE

FOLAMI, NOJEEM M

FOLARIN, JAMIU

GAMBO. MOHD

GANA, USMAN MOHD
GANIYU. LATEEF

GANIYU, LATEEFADEBAYO
GANIYU, SADIAT

GARBA, AISHA ADO
GARBA,G ADAMU

GARBA, USMAN

GAWAT, RAZAK AREMU
GBADAMOSI, LAMIDIAFOLABI
GBADEYANKA, MARYAM

GHALIAUWAL, KHADIJAH G. AUWAL

GHALI.LAWAL MOHAMMED
GIDADO. MUHAMMED
GIWA, MDRILIATIYABO
GIWA, SURAKAT.K

GIWA, MORILIAT IYABO

GOSHI.MUKTAR

GUJJA, HAFSA MUHAMMAD
HABU,ABDU
HAJABUKAR.ZARA
HAJIYA, HANNATU TAHIR H

HALLIRU, SHEHU

HAMZAT-ANIFOWOSHE, DZIKRLLAHI

HARUNA, ABDULLAHI

HARUNA, DANJUMASANI *
HARUNA. HALIMATU SAADLYA
HARUNA, MUHAMMAD LABARA
HARUNA, MUSA
HARUNA, RABIU
HARUNA, SHERIFF
HASHIM, ABBA SHEHU
HASSAN. ALIYU
HASSAN AUWAL
HASSAN, BEU-0
HASSAN BUKAR
HASSAN, HAMDALAH
HASSAN. HAMEEDAH
HASSAN, 1SA 'f IX*Q A
HASSAN, feM '

=
C/0 MIN. OF FINANCE: ABK

ADAMUAUGI COL£G.tpc EDUCATION. ARGUNGU
BLOCK 528, FLAT 2, JAKANDE ESTATE

GADONSSK&
C OFIRST BANK'ilGPLC SAKI BRANCH
C/QFIRST BANK OF NIG. PLC, AMINIGUN. IBADAN

C O UBASECURI TIEStTD, P.O. 0492. MARINA
WRA 3T9A. f HA, PHASE 3, KUBWA,

P.M.B 442 (3ARKL

P.O. BOX 1745BAUCHI.

PLOT 24CUNTC LAYOUT, OPP C.B.N QUARTERS KARU ABUJ/*
N 0106118. BAUCHI ROAD

NGUWAN HAUSAWAZANGO BWARI, AREA COUNCIL
NO 22 UWAAVEKUE EG. O. ABUJA

P.0.BOX 307, KANO

T.5.D. MIN. OF COMMUNICATION ABUJA.

PO.BOX 13614 KANO,

C'0 UBASEC. 97/105 BROAD STREET.

C/O UBASEC. PO.BOX 6492,

CfOABBAYAKASA. MIN. OF HEALTH
(D.E.S)FC.D.A.P.M"™ V
£0.80X001. HADE~"

24, SAWYER STREET,

P.0.BOX 55 KUTIGI-

PO.BOX 19766. IBADAN ,
&BIQDUN BODUNDE ROAD, BASORUN, IBADAN.
BOX 7459, KADUNA

P.0.80X 53,

P.M.B. 2118, IJEBU-ODE

40IDORUWO STR., LAGOS ISLAND

C/O UBASEC LTD. 97/105. BROAD STR, LAGOS
C/OUBASECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD ST

C/0 UBASEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET,

C/0 UBA SEC, BROAD STREET LAGOS

186B MOSHOOD OLUGBANI, VI

B 84, FLAT 4 LSDPC, IPAJA

COMMISION ROAD, KANO

UBA SECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREET
19/21APATIRASTR. LAGOS ISLAND

P.0.BOX 5282, TOTO RD,, ABEOKUTA

C/0 UBASEC, P.O.BOX 6492, MARINA

PHYSICS DEPT., B.U.K., P.M.B 3011, KANO

C/O UBASEC. LTD,, 97/105. BROAD STREET. LAGOS
C/OTRANS INTI BANK PLC, AGODI

P.0. BOX 219, SAKI, OYO,

UBAADO BAYERO. KANO

C/O UBASEC LTD, P.O BOX 6492, MARINA,

NLNG PMB 12774, LAGOS

BLOCK 23 FLAT 3 PHASE Il. ADENIJIADELE ESTATE
P.0.BOX 344, IKEJA,

BOX 3275, MAPO-IBADAN

N.T.D.C.1, ZARIAROAD

C/O UBASEC, P.0.BOX 6492, MARINA
DSSHQ.ADO EKITI

P.0.BOX 3070, MAPO-IBADAN

P.0.BOX 660,, MARINA

P. 0. BOX 3070, MAPO

C/OUBASEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET, ;
P.0.BOX'1074s KANO CITY

C/OUBASEC 97/105 BROAD STREET LAGOS,

C/0 MODU BUKAR MIN OF WORKS&, HOUSING DAMATURU
P.0.60X7070WUSE. ABUJA

C/O UBASEC LTD. 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGOS
C/O FINMAL FINANCE CO LTD. P.O.BOX 12946 WUSE
£MIRIS PALACE,P.0.BOX 1,
C/OALHAJIDANIDI/P.O BOX 353. KANO

C/0 HABIB NIG BANK LTD, BAUCHI BRANCH

C/0 FINMAL FINANCE COMPANY, PMB 12946 WUSE
C/O MUSA AMINU PRISONS..

C/0 INLAND ESANKNIG PLC, 40, ALI AKILU MASKA ROAD
CIOUBASECURITIES,. 97/105 BROAD STREET,

C/O UBASECURITIES., 97/105 BROAD STREET,
C/OP.0.BOX'427,,

C/OFINMAL FINANCE LTD 785. HERBERT MACAULAY WAY C.B
C/OTRANS IMTL, BANK LTD

C/OFIRST BANK NIG, MAIDUGURI MAIN BRANCH
C/0 UBA SEC 97/105 BROAD STR. LAGOS,
C/OUBASECURITIES, 97/105BROAD STREET,

COMi«OTS[CIHNESAN LD BT ™) & ° '
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JAILZ

7319
7353
7330
7237
7276
7314
7269
7240
7389
7406
7442
7445
7458
7461
7863
7663

22497

7611
7967
7775
7632
7693
8032

20361
7666
334
7664
7997

20735
7532
7985
8023
7726
79:4
750
797E
7653
7774
7764
7976
4887
8044

21479
7665
7608
7839
7888
7667
7684

20838
7776

8185
8076
8126
8192

8074
8197
8221
19906
8270
8274
22380
8276
8288
8339
21511
21536
21747
8455
8481
8478
8517
8532
8543
8552
8581
19730
21489
8709
8713
878l

7319 HASSAN. KEHINDE

7353  HASSAN. KURFEJI MUHAMMAD
7330 HASSAN, LAMINU

7237 HASSAN, MAHMUD

7276 HASSAN, MAIKALAGE SHUAIBU
7314 HASSAN, MANSAR MIKAILU
7269 HASSAN, SAMIHA

7240 HASSAN, WAJIAH

7389 HUSSAIN. ABDULLAHI

7406  HUSSAINI, MUHAMMAD

7442 HUSSEINI, BARIYA

7445 HUSSEINI, MOHD ZAINAB
7458  1BHAGUI, EIMIEENWANLAN
7461 IBIKUNLE, WAIDIAWAIDI

7863 IBRAHIM, DANJUMA

7663 IBRAHIM, ABDULBASID

22574  IBRAHIM, ABDULKADIR IYAU
7611 IBRAHIM, ABDULLAH A

7967  IBRAHIM, ABDULLAHI ALIYU
7775  1BRAHIM, ABDULLAHI IBRAHIM
7632  IBRAHIM, ABDULWAHAB

7693  IBRAHIM, ABUBAKAR

8032 IBRAHIM, AHMED

20438  1BRAHIM, ALHAJI DAYYABU
7666  IBRAHIM, AMINU

3344 IBRAHIM. AUDU ABDU

7664  IBRAHIM. AMWAL MOHAMMED
7997 IBRAHIM, BAFFA

20812 IBRAHIM, BALA

7532 IBRAHIM, BUHARI MARYAM
7985 IBRAHIM, DANLADI ISAARIKYA
8023 IBRAHIM, DAUDA

7726  IBRAHIM. DUTSINMA MANNIR
7924 IBRAHIM, FATIMAH

75001 !3r AHIM, GARBA HUSSAINI
79(S I'Y.AHIM. IMAKI ABDULKADIR
7650 WRI1SM . ISAPASIMATU

7774 fVCn
7764 URAriiM J, Ml \

‘3VAL-A

7976 IBRAHIM. LAWAL

4887 IBRAHiy MAIAHU AHMAD

8044 IBRAHIM. MANU GADAM
21556  IBRAHIM, MUHAMMAD K/WAMBA!

7665 1BRAHIM. MUYIDEEN

7608 IBRAHIM, SALAMATU

7839  IBRAHIM, SIKIRULAHI

7888  IBRAHIM, TIJJANI

7667 1BRAHIM, UMAR

7684 IBRAHIM, UMAR
20915 IBRAHIM, YAHAYA

7776  1BRAHIM, YUSUF BULAI

8065 1DOWU, NAFIUIYIOLA

8185 IDRIS, ABDULAZIZ

8076 IDRIS, AMEEN

8126 IDRIS, AMIRA ZAINAB

8192 IDRIS, BELE BUHARI

8094 IDRIS, FADILAH

8092 IDRIS, NANA AISHA

8074 IDRIS. SANI (DAN ALJANNA)

8197 IFEBAJO, EOLANLEO

8221 IKRAMAH, AiSHA
19984 LA, AHMED NAZIFI

8270 ILYAS, BABA ABUBAKAR

8274 ILYAS. MOUSAKUDAN
22457 IMAM. JINAIDU SALISU

8276 IMAM, LUSNAH

8288 |IMAM NUHUUMAR

8339 INUWA, ISAILIYA
21588 iINUWA, TUJArtl ADAMU
21613 ISA, YUNUS .Z
21824 ISA, MiIKA'ILA

8495 ISAH BASHIR SHARIF

8481 ISAH, IBRAHIM LAU

8478 ISAH, YUSUF

8517 ISAHK, ISA

8532 ISHAKA.BUBAHAFSATU

8543 ISHAQ. RIMI ADAM

8552 ISHOLA, AOLATU

8581  ISIYAKU. HUSSAINI
19780 ISLAMIC EDUCATION, TRUST MINNA
21566 ISMAIL, MAKAMAAHMAD
8709 JA'AFARU, SUWAIBA
8713 JAAGI, 1AAHMED

8781 JARMAI LAWAL

Gaily Trust

C/OTRANS INT'L, BANK PLC AGODI

HABIB NIG BANK LTD, KANO BRANCH
OIIMNCPCTmBnN9.iAaara,ww\N ffl

C/0 FBN MERCHANT BANKERS, 10 LAGOS STREET KANO
C/0 FINMAL FINANCE LTD, BOX 12946 WUSE

C/0 FBN MERCHANT BANKERS, 10, LAGOS STREET KANO
C/0 UBASECURTIES, 97/105 BROAD STR,

C/0O UBASECURITIES, 97/105 BROAD STREET,

P.0.BOX 1452,

C/0 NAL BANK PLC, 20 MARINA

C/0 FINMAL FINANCE LTD, P.O.BOX 12946 WUSE
C/ONUB INT'L BANK LTD, VICTORIAL ISLAND

C/0 UNION BANK OFNIG PLC, SURULERE

BOX 24028, MAPOHILL

C/O FIRST BANK OF NIG PLC, JALINGO BRANCH
C/OTIDDO SECURITIES LTD, P.O.BOX 3185

C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET

C/0 FINMAL FINANCE LTD, P.O.BOX 12946 WUSE +D2213
C/0 BANK OF THE NORTH LTD, JALINGO BRANCH

C/0 FBN MERCHANT BANKERS LTD, 10, LAGOS STREET
P.0.BOX 103 DUTSE-ABUJA,

C/O UBASEC. LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREET, LAGOS
C/0 FINMAL FINANCE LTD, P.O.BOX 12946, WUSE

C/O, UBASEC

C/0 FINMAL FINANCE LTD, P.0.BOX 12946 WUSE

C/OP .0. BOX 1240,, MAIOUGURI

C/OTIDDO SECURITIES LTD, P.O.BOX 3185

C/O FIRST BANK OF NIG PLC, KANO MAIN, SANI ABACHA WAYI

C/O UBASEC, P.0.BOX 6492,
C/0 INLAND BANK NIG PLC. 40 ALI AKILU/ MASKA RD

FED. MIN. OF AGRIC AND RURAL DEV., PM B 135 AREA IIGARKI,

BOX 902, FUNTUA

C/0 FINMAL FINANCE LTD, 10, IJORACAUSEWAY, IJORA
C/OAHMED SHUAIBU - GARA, P.0.BOX 444.

C/0 HABIB NIGERIABANK LTD. KANO MAIN BRANCH
P.O. BOX 1775, SOKOTO

C/0 FINMAL FINANCE, BANK OF THE NORTH BLDG

C/0 FBN MERCHANT BANKERS, 10 LAGOS STREET KANO
C/0O FBN MERCHANT BANKERS, 10 LAGOS STREET KANO
BANK OF THE NORTH, JALINGO

UDU, SOKOTO, P.MB. 2346

C/O FINMAL FINANCE, P.0.BOX 12946 WUSE

P.0.BOX 1111, KANO

P.0.BOX 316 JOS,

NO 276 KAURA,

P.0.BOX 2460, GARKI

C/0 FATIMATIJJANI,, FBN PLC, P.M.B 3077 FAGGE

ABU ZARIA, ZARIA

C/0 FINMAL FINANCE LTD, P.O. BOX 12946 WUSE

P.M.B 3284, KANO

C/0 FBN MERCHANT, BANKERS LTD 10 LAGOS STREET
P. O. BOX 1467, ILESA

C/OFBN PLC, KANO FAGGE TAKUDU BRANCH

C/0 UNION BANK OF NIG PLC, BANK ROAD BRANCH
P.0.BOX 8447, KADUNA

C/OFIRST BANK OF NIG, FUNTUA

QCFRANVERChANTBAVKBZS TDALOT777CENTFALAREACOMASSAEHOLEE
AIFBNEOIAHANTWAERS TDALOT777CENTRALAREACONASSAIHHOLEE
C/0 HABIB NIG BANK LTD. KANO MAIN BRANCH
C/OWEMA BANK PLC, SAGAMU

PMB 2272,, KADUNA

P.O. BOX 409, KANO

P.0.BOX 880, ZARIA
OONMITY”aC.KADBRAN(>1.1,imB«rfB»M(R(W), Off««ajOBIOVVAY
C/0 UBA SEC,

C/0 UNION BANK NIG.PLC, BANK ROAD

P.OBOX 10609, KANO

C/0 FINMAL FINANCE, PO BOX 12946 WUSE

C/O UBASECURITIES LTD. P. O. BOX 6492, MARINA
C/0 UBASECURITIES LTD, P. O. BOX 6492, MARINA
P.O BOX 3273, BAGAUDALAKE.KANO.

9111 MACATHY. LAGOS

C/0 FINMAL FINANCE LTD, 10, CAUSE WAY, IJORA

C/0O UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET

C/0 HABIB NIGERIA BANK LTD, WARRI

FINANCE DEPT PASS LG,

C/O LION BANK OF NIGPLC, LAFIA

C/O TRANS INTL BANK PLC. AGODI BRANCH

P.0.BOX 22,

ILM AVENUE. P.M.B. 229

P.0.BOX 13614, KANO

C/O INTERCITY BANK PLC, KAD. BRANCH, 1 INTRECITY BANK RD

P.O. BOX 85. MOKWAT
NO 3TAFOKI RD.. FUNTUA

401

410
an
412
413
414
415
416
417
418
419
420
a2
42
423
24
425
42
427
428
429

431

439

441
442

447

449
450
451
452
453

455

457
458
459

461
462
463

465

467

469
470
47
472
473
474
475
476
477
478
479

481
482

18219
8sl1
8904
8883
8879
8955
8957

21629

19732
8972
9037

21760
9132

22130

18437

19904

17984

19737

21539

21067
9584
9565

21804

21148

18263

22434
21708
21050
9785
9802
19872
20680
9925
20387
10060
10137
10169
19747
21930
15828
10209
10298
20889
5530
18292
20768
21846
10516
18322
10557
10655
20832
20771
10581
20683
19289
10869
10867
10882
15663
10904
19796
11003
11285
22492
11057
11259
20933
11118
11282
19456
11345
11038
11343
11040
11344
11225
11338
11233
11431
11122
11088

18219
8811

8879

8957
21706
19782

8972

9037
21837

9132
22207
18437
19982
17984
19787
21616
21144

9565
21881

21225
18263

22511
21785
21127

9785

19950
20757

9925
20464
10060
10137
10169
19797
22007
15828
10209
10298
20966

18292
20845
21923
10516
18322
10557
10655
20909
20848
10581
20760
19289
10869
10867
10882
15663
10904
19846
11003
11285
22569
11057
11259
21010

11118
11282
19456
11345
11038
11343
11040
11344
11225
11338
11233
11431
11122
11088

INTERNATIONAL

JIBRIL, LAWAN

JIBRIL, USMAN

JIMOH, A. LATEEF

JIMOH, ISMAILADEBAYO
JINANI, AHMAD RUFAI

JUNAD, KAMOL ABIODUN
JUNAID, TAJUDIN RUFAI
JUNAID, KUBURATA.
JUNAIDU, ISMAIL

KABARA, ALl YUSUF

KABIRU, INUWA

KADIRI, YASAU ABIDEKUN
KARIMU, MALUM LASSA
KASSIM, OMOLARA BILQIS
KONTAGORA, MUH LAWAL
KWAIRANGA, UMARU
LAGUNJU.ABOULFATTAH
LAMBA, ABUBAKAR

LAWAL, KAFILATADEBUSAYO
LAWAL, A. MOSHOOD

LAWAL, AFUSAT

LAWAL, MIFTAUA

LAWAL, MOSHOOD

LAWAL, MUHAMMAD

LAWAL, RAMON BOLAJI
LAWAL, RASAQ

LAWAL, ZAKARIAA. ALIYU
LAWAN, SADIQ

LIMAN. BABA

LIMAN, YAKUBU

LUBA, SHEHU

LUUMAN, IBRAHIM

MAGAIJI, RILWANUK
MAHAMMAD, ZAKARIYYA
MAHE, IYAL MALUMFASHI
MAI-MALA, MUHAMMAD
MAINA, MOHAMMED M
MAJALIS GLOBAL VENTURES LTD,
MALAM.ADELAKUN MUSLIM
MALKUDI, KARAH

MALLAM, BUKHRIT OYEWALE
MALLAM, SULEIMAN MUHD. ZARIA
MAMMAN, ABDU
MA'RUF-LAWAL, UMMULKHAYR
MASUDEL JIBRIL, BALARABE
MESRS COMXEL, NIGERIA LIMITED
MIFTAUDEEN, ABEEBLLAHI
MOH.GHALI LAWAL
MOHAMMAD, SALISU MUSTAPHA
MOHAMMED, ABDULLAH
MOHAMMED, DANASABE
MOHAMMED, GIDEABDULWAHAB
MOHAMMED, HALIMA
MOHAMMED, MARYAM
MOHAMMED, MUSA
MOHAMMED. NALADO
MOHAMMED. SAGIRU

MOHD, DANDAGO HUSSAINI
MOHD, SANI HUSSAINI

MOH'D, SHEHU GWANDU
MOHD. UMAR ALI

MOMODU. AMANI

MORAKINYO, F OLUBUNMI
MUAZU, HARUNA

MUFUTAU, MUHAMMAD A
MUHAMMAD 1BRAHIM, BIRMA
MUHAMMAD, ABDUSHESHE
MUHAMMAD, ABUBAKAR
MUHAMMAD, AHMAD
MUHAMMAD, ATTAHIR
MUHAMMAD. BABA
MUHAMMAD, ILYASU
MUHAMMAD, INUWA SALIHU
MUHAMMAD iSA AL
MUHAMMAD, ISAATIKA
MUHAMMAD, I1SA HAMZA
MUHAMMAD. 1SA SHAMSUDDEEN
MUHAMMAD, 1SA UMAIL
MUHAMMAD, KABIRJIMADA
MUHAMMAD, KASIM
MUHAMMAD, KHALEED ALHAJI
MUHAMMAD, MAI BURUJI
MUHAMMAD, MUH D ABDULLAHI

MUHAMMAD, MUSA NAMU

Page 19

PLC jaiz
BOX410,, BUKURU,

P.0.BOX 14733, KANO,

P.0.BOX53.

C/0O FIRST BANK OF NIG. PLC., MOLETE

C/0 FBN MERCHANT BANKERS, 10, LAGOS STREE*
B6AYOOLACOKER ST, GAR

C/O AFRIBANK PLC, OJUELEGBA BRANCH

C/0O UBASECURITIES LTD., 97/105, BROAD STREET LACCi
NERDC P.M.B. 91 GARKI,

C/0 HABIB NIG BANK LTD, KANO MAIN BRANCH
B/KASUWA SULEJA IBB MARKET, LAGOS LINE STORE '« -
P.0.BOX 22, ABIGI.

P.0.BOX 50, LASSA, BORNU

C/0 FBN MERCHANT BANK LTD, P.M.B 12715

C/O UBASEC. LTD., 97/105 BROAD STR.

P.0.BOX 12942, WUSE

CHILDREN S HOME SCHOOL, CHALLENGE, IBADAN
FED.POLY,, PMB 1006,

UNION BANK OF NIG PLC, IKIRUN

C/O UBASEC., P.O.BOX 6492, MARINA

C/0O UBA SEC 97/105 BROAD STR, LAGOS,

C/0 UBA SEC 97/105 BROAD STR LAGOS,

UBA SECURITIES LIMITED, 97/105 BROAD STREE’

18, AKANJIODUTOLU LAGOS,

11 1KPOH STREET S/LAGOS, LAGOS

PZ INDUSTRIES,, PCC ADMIN,

C/0OB.O.N,, /VA

NO 453 SANI MAINAGGE.

C/0, UBASEC

C/0 UBA SECURITIES. 97/105 BROAD STREET

C/0O UBA SEC LAGOS,

P.M.B 202, KATSIA

P.O. BOX 371, FUNTUA

NO 46 TAFAWA BALEWA ROAD,

P.M.B. 2401, KADUNA

ABER DEPT. FIVF,

C/0O UBASEC, P.0.BOX6492, MARINA

WA241 ZOO ROAD, HOUSING EST. PHASE IIl, KAN
KANNAKANNA COMPOUND, IYAJIQRTS, P.OBOX 346 ? m

THE NIGERIAN POLICE FORCE, FORCE C.I.D,, FORCE HQS -5JJ*

C/0 P.0.BOX 6492. UBASEC LTD

C4-KANAW, ROAQ-UNGWAN KANAWA, KADUNA
KTARDAZONE, FUNTUA

fcdaareaabujAfct,

C/0 UBASECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREET
1B, KASUR RD, U/SARKI

122 LAGOS STREET, EBUTE METTA, OYINGBO
C/O UBA SEC, P.O.BOX 6492, MARINA

C/O UBASEC LTD., 97/105, BROAD STREET, LAGOS
C/0O UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET

C/0 UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET

C/O UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET

C/O UBASEC. LTD97/105 BROAD STR., LAGOS
C/0O ILIYASU MAMUD., PAN LTD KADUNA

P.0.BOX 23, BAKORI,

C/0 UBA SEC., 97/105 BROAD STREET

MTNN KANO BRANK,

P.0. BOX2623, KANO

C/0O FINMAL FINANCE, P.O.BOX 12946

C/O FIRST BANK PLC, BENIN KEBBI BRANCH

C/0 UBA SECURITIES LTD, P.O.BOX 6492

P.0.BOX 51204, IKOYI

NO 32 MIKE OJOISHERIOSUN.

NNPC, P/HARCOURT, P O BOX 585 P/HARCOURT
P.0.BOX 278, EPE

P.0.B12946 WUSE, F.C.T

C/O UBASECURITIES LTD, 97/105 BROAD STREE'
9A KOSOKO STREET, LAGOS ISLAND

C/O UBASEC.LTD, BROAD ST

C/0O UBASECURITIES LTD. 97/105 BROAD STREE'
P.0.BOX 875, GOMBE

C 622 L/MAHMOOD ST, BAKARO QTS, BAUCHI
P.OBOX 4889, P/HARCOURT,

P.0.BOX 4956

P.O. BOX 4956.

PO.BOX 4956,

P.O. BOX 4956.

P.O.BOX 4956.

C/O UBASEC LTD. BROAD ST,

AA.CO.E,

C/0 MAL. MUHAMMADALHAJI.AL-NOURYHOSP.NO 11'iKASO

C/OUBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET
NNASSUKA HANWA. ZARIA KADUNASTATE

NAMU DISTRIC QUAAN -PAN L.G.A. PLATEAU STATE
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523
524
525
526
527

535

537

539

541
542

547

549
550
551
552
553
554
555
556
557
558
559

561
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11413
11556
11517
20869
11572
11579
13373
11648
19625
20494
19795
12041
12049
12043
12074
12175
21828
21868
12136
12205
12243
12256
12258
12355
18356
12389
12457
21612
12554
12566
12576
12607
21048
12658
12681
12711
12762
12804
21589
19245
12908
22414
20833
13172
19244
13230
13233
13242
13251
13324
13361
13538
6852
13687
20069
13760
13738
13785
15882
19723
13898
13910
13981
14014
14015
14017
14016
14087
14136
14168
14166
14156
14206
14221
19987
19984
19985
14276
'9983
14371
14335
14374

r>yr}

11413
11556
11517
20946
11572
11579
303292
11648
19625
20571
19845
12041
12049
12043
12074
12175
21905
21945
12136
12205
12243
12256
12258
12355
18356
12389
12457
21689
12554
12566
12576
12607
21125
12658
12681
12711
12762
12804
21666
19245
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MUHD.. MAIBASUKUR MAYANCHI
MUHAMMED, BALA

MUHAMMED. BUKARBANA
MUHAMMED. FAROUK

MUHD, BELLO ABBAS

MUHD, MUWASHIDIYAKUBU
MUKHTAR, ZAHRA'H
MULIMA.ARDO YAHAYA

MUSA, JAMILU

MUSA, JEMILA

MUSITAFA, ABADUNRIROTIAMIYU 0.

MUSITAFA, WAIDI
MUSLIMCOPERS, ASSO. OF NIG.
MUSLIM, SAHEEDADEWALE
MUSWFA.A. YUSIF
MUSTAPHA, A. KUSFA
MUSTAPHA, ADAMU
MUSTAPHA, BABAAMINA
MUSTAPHA. ISAALAO

NA ABBA, MOHAMMEDU
NAFIU IMRAN, ADESINA
NA'IBI WALL, SAFIYA

NALJI, GARBA

NDAMAN, AMINAIARAI
NIOYI, MUDI

NOJEEMDEEN, ABD. FATAI A
OBAKUNLE, SAFURAINI
OBIDA, IBRAHIM

ODUYE, OLADIPO ABIB
OGUN, MUINATOLUBUKUNOLA
OGUNBOWALE, OLUWASEGUN
OGUNLAJA, NOSIRU
OGUNRINU, KUDIRAT
QJENIYI, CLEMENT OLUGBENGA
OKE, BASHIR
OKETAOLEGUN, SULAIMON 0.
OKWARA, BARNASAS NNAJI
OLADEJO, YUNUS DELE
OLADUNNI.BADMOS
OLAJIDE, RASAQ
OLALERE.KOYUM
OLANREWAJU, GANIYU TAIWO
OLAYINKA, MOHAMMED KAZEEM
OMEIZA, MOHD-JIMOH

ONAH, OSAYIEDESHI

ONI, ABDULWAHAB B.
ONIFADE, HASSANAH
ONIKOYI, HAKEEM 0.

ONU, RAYMOND U

OSHOALA YAHYAOLORUNOSHEBI
OTHMAN, FATIMATALATU
POPOOLA, AHMED B.
RAHEEM, OLA

RAHEEM, AKEEM AYINDE
RAJI.LAO
RAJI.ABDULWAHEEDBAYO
RAJI.MOJEEDA

RAJI-LAWAL, RAMAT

S., SURAJO NAFISATU

SAA INVESTMENT, LTD
SAAD, SALISU DANBATTA
SAADU, ABUBAKAR AMINU
SADA, UMMULKHAIRYY.
SADISU, FATIMAZAHRA
SADISU, MAIMUNA

SADISU, MARYAM

SADISU, MUHAMMAD

SA'ID, MUSTAPHA
SAIDU.GANI BALARABE
SAIOU, HACEJIA UMAR
SA1DU.KAJURU IDRIS

SAIOU, SULE AHMED
SALAAM, OYETUNJIMLUZZ
SALAKO, HA

SALAU. IBRAHIM

SALAU, MUNIR

SALAU, MUSUMOT

SALAU, RASAQ

SALAU, SAIDAT

SALE, F'TIM*
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SALIHU, S. ISHAQ

SALIHU, SAADIYA IMAM
SALISU ABDULLAHI, AMINU
SALISU, IBRAHIM

SALLAU, HASSAN

SAMAILA, MOHAMMED ARIII
SAMA'ILA, UMAR

SAMBO, SHEHU BOLAJI
SAMUEL, BABATUNDE

SANI, SHEHU

SANUSI, ATINUKE SUBAIDAT
SANUSI, FAUSAT

SANUSI, KAFAYAT

SANUSI, LAMIDO

SANUSI, MUIBATABIMBOLA
SANUSI, SADIQANWO
SAULAWA, LAWAL YUSUFU
SHAABA, HASANA

SHAKUR. AHMAD RUFAI
SHEHU, ALIYU

SHEHU, KUTA

SHEHU, MOHAMMED MURTALA
SHEHU, MUH'D. SIRAJUDDEEN
SHIN-ABA, FAWAZ ADEDISUN
SHITTA, BEY QUREEB
SHITU, BASHIR

SHUAIBU, MUHAMMAD. A
SHUAIBU, SAADATU
SHUAIBU, UMAR H

SHUIBU, MUDI

SOLANKE, SAMULE TEMITOPE
SOYEMI, HAMEED
SULAIMAN, WALI NAIBI
SULEIMAN, IDRIS UMAR
SULEIMAN, JUMMAIFATI
SULEIMAN, RISIKAT
SULEIMAN, RUQAYYA

SURU, HUSSANI UMAR
TAHIRU, JIDDA

TANKO, KOFABELLO

THE PEN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL,

TIAMYU, ABDU-LATEEF
TUANI, RAZAQ OKANLAWON
TUJANI, HUDAWARU
TIJJANI, SULE

TUJANI, ZUBARU
TUKUR, HADIZAB.
TURAKI, USMAN ALIYU
UMAR, ABDULLAHI
UMAR, ABUBAKAR
UMAR, ALIYU

UMAR, AMIN ABUBAKAR
UMAR,BMDB

UMAR, BABA KABIR
UMAR, BELLO MOHDY.

UMAR, BUN KHATTAB ISLAMICCENTRE

UMAR, DANAGAJISHAAIBU
UMAR, FUTUKMOH'D SANI
UMAR. KABIR BEN
UMAR.M.D.B.

UMAR, MOH. GONI

UMAR, MUHD SANI

UMAR, RAKIYA 8ASHARI
UMAR SUMALLAUBA
USMAN, ABBA G

USMAN ABDULLAH RABIAT
USMAN, -.RDURAHMAN
USMAN. BABA GANA
USMAN, BUBAASMAULADI
USMAN, SBUAIB

UTHMAN KHALIFA BAKAREBE
UWAJS. MARYAM
WALI-OMAR, NAFISAH
WARU MAIGARI

YAHAYA, BADRIiYYA
YAKUBU,ERENA

YAU, MOHD INUWA
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UBASECURITY, 97/105 BROAD STREET
P.0.BOX 176, FUNTUA
P.0.BOX 4956, KANO
C/O UBASEC,, PO.BOX 6492,MARINA,
C/0 UBA SEC, 97/105 BROAD STREET
MORULI DISTRICT OFFICE,
B.BA 9,
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ICPC returns N/5m to

‘Good insurance
companies “ll
market their
shares’

Prom Abdulwahab Isa,
Business Correspondent.
Lagos

nsurance operators have
expressed confidence in
the ability of viable
companies in the sector to
have their shares fully-
subscribed in the current
recapitalization exercise.
Canvassing this view
while speaking with Business
Trust in Lagos, Rasheed
Bolarinwa the head, brand
management of Cornerstone
Insurance Company said
igood branding will be used!
by investors as yardstick.
According to  him
insurance firms that have
good brand need not harbour

any fear. Tasked to comment |

on the seeming public apathy
towards insurance stocks, he
said:” it may not be true. Now
that Nigerians are
appreciating the reform
efforts, people buy shares for
different reasons.

“If someone has money
and wants to buy shares, no
trick on him will dissuade him
lon the premise that insurance
stocks are not always
attractive.”

“Now that mandatory!
percentage of local content|
is granted, if you invest in
company that has brand, it
will be awise investment The
insurance stock will
appreciate because *after the
reform, all players will play
big.”

They will underwrite
special risks with higher
returns. In post consoli-
dation, insurance will play
big”, Rasheed said.

Cornerstone insurance
Pic, he said will acquire some
insurance firms but
cautioned that the company
will conduct proper due
diligence on such firms to
ascertain areas of synergy.

According to him the firm
was under public pressure to
roll out it shares for
subscription noting” that
people are eager to buy our
shares. Institutional
investors are waiting form.
When you are a good brand,
non-release of detailed
palliative guide line will n -'er
be a hindrance. During
consolidation exercise of the
banking sector, before CBN
released detailed guideline,
the likes of UBA/STB had

already completed their
irrigation.
The insurance sector

should not be an exception,”
he further said.

He advised insurance
firms to forge ahead with
merger and acquisition talks
:while awaiting detailed
Ipalliative guidelines from the
National Insurance Commis-
sion (NAICOM).

national treasury

CPC says ithas return N75

million as unspent 2005

budgetary allocation to
the national treasury.
Chairman ofthe commission.
Justice Emmanuel Ayola
disclosed this while
defending the commission's
budgetary allocation for 2006
before the House of
Representatives committee
on anti-corruption in Abuja.

Ayola said that the money
was earlier earmarked and
released to the commission
for the payment of salaries of
170 staff the commission
recruited in 2005.

“Knowing that we were
going to recruit 170 staff, we
made provision for their
salaries in 2005 budget. But
because of our disagreement
with the Federal Character
Commission, the recruitment
could not be done in January
as planned but in October
2005,” he explained.

The money, he said, was
saved as it was released by
instalment before it was
returned to the treasury. On
the 2006 budgetary
allocation, Ayola said that
the N1 billion allocated to
ICPC was inadequate
compared with the mandate

T 'V irector General ofthe
mBureau of Public
JLAMEnterprises (BPE),
Irene Chigbue has urged
estate surveyors and valuers
to deepen their knowledge
base.

Delivering a paper at the
12th J. W. Ekpenyong
Memorial Lecture in Abuja,
Chigbue said that they “must
deepen their knowledge if
they want to remain relevant
in the privatisation process
ofthe economy.”

In the paper entitled
“Liberalisation,
Concessioning and
Privatisation in a
Contemporary Nigerian
Economy: The role of Estate
Surveyors,” Chigbue also
asked them to improve on
their technical and managerial
-kill  “Beea ise as valuers

Irene Chigbue, DG BPE

ofthe commission. Out ofthe
N1 billion, the sum of N370
million was earmarked for
personnel cost, N414 million
for overhead cost and N215
million as capital expenditure.

In her remarks, the deputy
chairman of the committee,
Ms Binta Koji. charged the

commission to prioritise their
budgetary demand in line
with the approved ceiling by
the budget office.

Koji queried the N2.5
million allocated for the
installation of DSTV cable
satellite in the commission’s
zonal offices, saying the
money should have been
earmarked for more important
projects.

e National Union of
Banks, Insurance and
Financial Institutions

NUBIFIE

Employees (NUBIFIE) tasks banks

urged managements ofthe 25
mega banks in the country to
allow their workers tojoin the
Union. Mr Lawal Ahobi, the
President of NUBIFIE, made
the appeal in an interview
with the News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) in Lagos.
"The challenges facing
the Union presently are the
stability of the consolidated
banks and the issue of

1CAS President, Otunba AbdulateefOwoyemi (mddile), being decorated by Mrs Ibronke Osiyemi
and Basirun J. K. Randle atthe investure as ICAN's 41stpresident in Lagos.

BPE urges estate valuers to improve

and estate surveyors, you are
the first to be contacted in
the process of sales of
government properties and
structures.. So you must be
able to have innovation and
new skills on estate valuation
and management to improve
efficiency,” she said.

Represented by a director
in the bureau, Mr Charles Ibe,
Chigbue said that the BPE
was committed to working
with them in the honest,
timely and transparent
implementation of the on-
going public enterprise
reform programme.

Also speaking, the
chairman of the House of
Representatives committee
on Housing and Urban
Development, Mr Osita
Izunaso, challenged estate
surveyors to re-define their
role.

According to him this
was necessary for them to
compliment government’s
privatisation programme. He
further challenged them to be
committed and transparent in
advising government and
investors, who are the key
players in the economic
reforms.

“You must do something
about your colleagues who
cut corners and connive with
some government officials to

inflate prices of properties
thereby making government
lose millions of naira,” he
said. He said itwas no longer
business as wusual and
professionals must rise up to
the occasion of nation
building or be shown the way
out.

President of the Nigeria
Institute of Estate Surveyors
and Valuers (NIESV) Chief
Charles Adebiyi, said that
this year’s lecture was

organised to honour the
institute’s first President, J.W.
Ekpenyong. Ekpenyong was
also the first Nigerian estate
surveyor.

This year’s honorary
awards were conferred on
former Vice President Alex
Ekwueme, fonner Lagos State
governor, Alhaji Lateef
Jakande and the chairman
board of directors of the
FMBN, Prof. AKkin
Mabogunje.

on unionism

unfettered employees
to belong to the Unioi
said.

He said the appe
become necessary be
the ongoing reforms
nation’s banking sect
impacted negatively
membership strength

Ahobi expresses
hope that the situation
improve if workers in
banks were allowed to <
union.

"We believe that ti
of employees to
exercise their funda
rights of freedor
association as enshru 11
the 1999 constitution
Federal Republic of N
sacrosanct,” he adde<

He explained
NUBIFIE had at the b-
of the banking conso
exercise envisaged th
of its members wou i rc
affected and expr 1
happiness that the
was able to assist th

affected.

“True to our tr* e-
honoured tradition of
collective bargainin. J

regard for negotiatec
argreement, the Unior t
difficulties in negotiating he
benefits of worker*
unionised banks,” he adoed.
Ahobi also asked
managements of insurance
companies to always c.

the Union and worker- ij>
in their re-capitali>a on
plans.

Insurance compume' m
the country have up nil
December to recapitalise «o
the tune 0 fN20 billion

“The just concluded
consolidation exerci'e ir :he
banks has actually exposed
to all stakeholder® in he
finance industry, he jn-
expected aftermath of re-
capitalisation and ts
consequences 0~ k
security,” he said.

Customs target N197bn in 2006

e Nigerian Customs

Service (NCS) has set

a target to generate a
total 0ofN197billion in 20086,
Comptroller General of the
service, Jacob Gyang Buba
has said.

Speaking during a press
luncheon to mark this year’s
International Customs Day in
Abuja yesterday, the
Customs boss who was
represented at the occasion
by Assistant Comptroller
General (ACG) Baritor
Kpagih said the figure
represents a shortfall from
what was generated last year
by the Service.

He said the adoption of
the Common External Tariff
(CET) regime by all ECOWAS
countries had brought down
the rates of customs duties,
Astressing that this would

By Anas A. Galadima,
Business Reporter
unavoidably lead to a drop
in Customs revenue in2006.

The implementation of
CET began in West African
countries in the second
quarter of 2005 as a way of
unifying tariffs so as to

discourage smuggling
activities within the sub-
region.

The CG explained that the
service was working hard to
ensure that smuggling
activities are minimised in the
nations boarders, pointing
out that a lot of seizures of
contraband goods have been
made in recent times.

Business Trust gathered
that three trucks loaded with
prohibited goods were seized
in Abuja recently, while the
service is still investigating

the matter.

The CG observed "
Destination Ins~.
regime which took efv
January 1,2006 would
a “reduction in time
the clearing of gooc
hitherto had to war
arrival ofCRIs”

Jacob B. Gyang, CG
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ISNITEL sale finally on course?

e second attempt by
the Bureau of Public
Enterprises (BPE) to

Isell Nigerian Telecommun-
ications Limited (NITEL) has
generated huge public
debates. As it is to be
expected, some Nigerians are
blaming the National Council

I on Privatisation (NCP) and its
implementation agency, the
BPE, for the failure of this
renewed bid to privatize the
company. But the BPE
Director General, Mrs. Irene
Chigbue, at a press briefing
she addressed on Monday,

jhas dismissed such
insinuations. According to
her, “the BPE followed laid
down procedures in
undertaking the NITEL
transaction. As such, the

process was open,
transparent and
competitive”.

It would be recall that
following advertisement and
receipt of 22 Expressions of
Interest (EOIs) from
prospective core investors,
the Bureau issued pre-
qualification procedures
letter and preliminary
information on NITEL to
enable them formally apply
for pre-qualification. Ten
prospective investors
applied accordingly.

The pre-qualification
applications were then
evaluated. The Secretariat
and its privatisation advisors
BNP Paribas developed a
quantitative benchmarking
system that used financial,
corporate and telecom-
related criteria to identify
Isuitable firms for pre-
;qualification.

The advisers and the
:secretariat were said to have

By Anas A. Galadima,
Business Reporter
ofthe applications to the pre-
qualification criteria.
Subsequently, six firms were
short-listed for the bidding
stage. They include: MTN
Group Ltd; Newtel
International Ltd; Telkom SA
Ltd; Orascom Telecom
Holding; Celtel international
BV; and Jazuc Group/Huawei

Technologies.

The six firms were
granted access to data room
for due diligence, site visits
of NITEL facilities and
management presentations.
The physical due diligence
lasted six weeks while virtual
data room was open from
August 2005 until the
submission of bids.

After the due diligence
exercise, the prospective
investors were given six
weeks to prepare and submit
technical and financial bids.
By the deadline for the
submission of technical and
financial bids, only Orascom
and Newtel submitted bids.
Based on their technical
competence, financial
capability and business plan,
the two firms were qualified
for the financial bids opening.

The four other firms that
withdrew, did so for various
reasons. The MTN group
withdrew because the
Nigerian Communications
Commission (NCC) gave an
indication that it would not
grant another licence to an
already existing operator in
the industry unless the said
operator was ready to forfeit
its former licence. The MTN
considering its market share
in the industry, felt it could
not afford to relinauish its

The Vodakom/Telkom
consortium was also alleged
to have withdrawn partly
because Vodakom was
bidding for a majority stake
in V-mobile. As a result of
NCC’s policy of “no double
licences” for any operator,
Vodakom/Telkom withdrew
its bid. The controversy over
the SAT 3 cable, whether it
was to be sold or not to be
sold along with NITEL was
also reported to have
contributed to its withdrawal.

Following the withdrawal
ofthese two companies, four
companies were left namely,
Orascom, Newtel, Celtel
International BV and
Huawei/Jazuc technologies.

But at the expiration of
deadline for the submission
of financial and technical
bids on December 16, 2005
only Orascom and Newtel
submitted bids. This meant
that Huawei/Jazuc and Celtel
automatically pulled out of
the race. There were reports
in the dailies that the two
groups allegedly pulled out
due to the controversy over
the SAT 3 Cable.

The SAT 3 cable
generated a lot of
controversy during the last
three months before the

financial bids of NITEL were
open. The BPE advocated
for the sale of NITEL
together with the cable while
the ministry of
communications wanted the
cable not to be sold along
with NITEL. Inthe end, after
presenting a logical argument
to the federal government.
President Olusegun
Obasanjo was said to have
agreed with the BPE that the
cable be sold along with
NITEL SO that the
privatization exercise would
be complete.

But with the withdrawal
of the bids by the four
companies, there was no way
the BPE could force them to
return into the race. A staff
of the BPE who pleaded
anonymity told Business
Trust “that you see these
companies just withdrew
from the race. Most of them
did not even give us any
notice. And you know we
work by the laid down rules.
The deadline for submission
of bids was over and only
two firm submitted bids.
There was nothing we could
do.”

“Even ifthe deadline was
not over then”, he
continued, “the BPE cannot

force anybody to come and
buy NITEL. The best we can
do is to advertise the
company by marketing it
which we did and were later
able to pre-qualify interested
bidders only for four out of
the six pre-qualified firms to
later withdraw.”

“Even at the opening of
financial bids in the last week
of December, you were there
when bidders were asked to
go and review their bids after
the Id round. But Newtel
refused to submit bids in the
second round leaving only
Orascom to bid for NITEL. A
combination of ail these
reasons is responsible for the
low price that was offered for
the company. This is because
at the last stage, all the
competitors had left for one
reason or the other.”

However, speaking during
a press conference on
Monday in Abuja, Mrs.
Chigbue revealed that the
entire process would be
revisited to allow in more
competitors so that the
government would get a
better offer.

“The government has
decided to revisit the entire
transaction process Due to
the limited competition at the

“Even atthe opening offinancial bids in the last week
ofDecember;you were there when bidders were asked
to go and review their bids after the 1 round. But
Newtel refused to submit bids in the second round
leaving only Orascom to bidfor NITEL. A combination
ofallthese reasons is responsiblefor the lowprice that
was offeredfor the company. This is because at the
last stage, ail the competitors had left for one reason

close of the presentation
are working with
advisers BNP Pariba
introduce further compet
in order to have a mi
robust financial bid exerc -
she said.

Considering itu
circumstances surround
the low bid price of S2
million offered by Orasc,
analysts believe that
decision remains the m
logical one to be mad.
order to get a good offei
the nation’s national carr ,,

“The decision by the Bf i
to allow other competito-
participate is the only
forward,” a senior staf*
NITEL who plea.:
anonymity, told Busir
Trust.

Already, some Nige
investors like Transnati
corporation and busir” e
Mogul Barrister Jin
Ibrahim have been repo
to have indicated intere-
buying NITEL by mat;
better offers should the -
process be reviewed.

Business Trust repo '
on Tuesday that Jim
Ibrahim had confirmed
hiscompany V.G.C comrr
cations is currently
partnership talks with Br r
Telecom and Erikson with
objective of teaming u;1
acquire NITEL.

With the renewed inti,
in NITEL both from Niger
and foreign investors, tl
are growing signals tha-
reintroduction of compet:
by the BPE in the
process, would eventu
pay off. This would en
the governmentto geta l
offer for the firm ther.
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f Brazil’s 186 million in-

habitants,

mated nine million, or
‘ve percent, can point to roots
i the Middle East. Brazil has
*iorc citizens of Syrian origin
han Damascus, and more in-
abitants of Lebanese origin
ton all of Lebanon. O fthe nine
pillion, some 1.5 million are
Muslims; the majority are Or-
hodox
'‘aronites. Yet none really
lands out as a distinct ethnie
ninority in this Portuguese-
,.caking nation of sun, sand,
occer and samba.

"As Arabs, we have been
'ible to integrate very easily into
Brazilian society,” says busi-
nessman Faisel Saleh, a third-

.-oration Lebanese Muslim,
hose heritage also includes

an esti-

Christians and

rtuguese and Polish ele-:

ents. “We are a very
Hardworking community. Arab
:cople came here because of
are and instability in theirown
countries oforigin, but— like all
thnic groups in Brazil-we try
jo maintain our culture, espe-
cially our social customs and
uisine.”

Saleh was bom and raised
n Foz do Igua<;u, which is fa-
ous as the gateway to lguazu
alls, one of South America’s
iggest tourist attractions. It
Iso has one of Brazil’s largest
rab populations.

Saleh commutes several
imes a week across the Ponte
ntemacional de Amizade-the
nternational Friendship
ndge-to Ciudad del Este, Para-
guay. There, he runs an elec-
ronics shop just down the
treet from La Petisquera, a

ty-free shop owned by an-

rBrazilian-Lebanese busi-

essman, Mohamad Said
Alex” Mannah.

Unlike Saleh, Mannah was

in Lebanon, in the Beka'a

ley village of Ba’aloul. He

his brother came to Brazil

1970,- first settling in the
outhern state of Santa
"atarina.

The Arabs

“I resettled in Foz do Iguagu
because my aunts and uncles
were already living there,” says
Mannah. who today owns three
retail stores in the tri-border
area where Brazil. Paraguay and
Argentina meet. “There is no
discrimination against Arabs.
In Brazil, discrimination is a
crime, but in any case we have
never felt like foreigners. The
young people, those under 30
or40, don’teven speak Arabic.”

That’s ironic considering
that some 100 Arabic words
have found their way into Por-
tuguese—arroz (rice), alface
(lettuce) and a”ucar (sugar) are
examples. Yet Mannah is right:
According to Mamcde
Jarouche, Professor of Arabic
and head of the University of
Sao Paulo’s Department of Ori-
ental Studies, only 50 or so stu-
dents at the university—one of
Brazil’s largest— are majoring in
Arabic studies, and of that
group, only a handful are of
Arab origin.

This scarcity of Arabic
speakers came to light in May
when President Luiz Inacio Lula
da Silva hosted an unprec-
edented summit among 12
South American countries, the
22 member states of the Arab
League and 1250 entrepre-
neurs—and found that Brazil
could produce only three na-
tive-born interpreters. To meet
the need, 22 more were flown in
from Egypt.

The Syrian-Lebanese Hos-
pital (Hospital SirioLibanes) in
Sao Paulo, is one ofthe leading
legacies of the Arabs of Brazil.
Founded by women from the
Syrian- Lebanese community,
its original building was con-
structed in 1940, but three years

later it was requisitioned by the
government to house military
cadets. In 1959, itwas returned
to the founders. It was not un-
til 1965 that it was officially in-
augurated. It then grew to be-
come one of the most capable
and respected hospitals in
Latin America, and in 1992 ex-
panded to become one of the
largest in Brazil. Since then it
has become a technological
leader as well, carrying out the
first telesurgery in the south-
ern hemisphere in 1999 and, in
2004, launching an interdiscipli-

.nary program for preventive

medicine. Today it employs
some 2500 professionals in 60
specialties, and can carry out
some 50 surgeries daily.

According to historians,
the first Muslims in Brazil were
not Arabs but West African
slaves brought by the Portu-
guese, who began colonizing
Brazil in the early 1500’s. Arabs
from what are today the coun-
tries of Syria and Lebanon
didn’t begin arriving until about
1880, at the height ofthe Ama-
zon rubber boom that figures
so prominently in Hatoum’s
novels.

Settling first in Manaus,
Belem and other Amazon port
cities, the Arab immigrants also
worked as itinerant peddlers,
hawking their wares from door
to door, much as they did in
Chile, Honduras, the United
States and elsewhere in the
Americas. In 1897, the first Ara-
bic-language newspapers ap-
peared in S&o Paulo; the same
year, an Arab charitable organi-
zation known as the Sociedade
Maronita de Beneficiencia was
established.

By the early 1900’s, many

-
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The Syrian-Lebanese Hospital <Hospital SirioLibanes) in Sao Paulo is one of the leading legacies of the Arab* ft
from the Syrian- Lebanese community.

Arab immigrants were settling
in Brazil’s southern provinces,
especially in Rio de Janeiro,
Minas Gerais and S30 Paulo.
The latter city grew to become
home to some 38 percent of
them by 1920, and by 1940 the
proportion was up to nearly 50
percent.

Many of these immigrants
settled in S50 Paulo’s Rua 25
de Mar?o district, where they
typically set up small textile and
dry-goods shops. The most
successful entrepreneurs
among them eventually moved
out to the better neighborhoods
of Vila Mariana and Avenida
Paulista.

Like other immigrant groups
arriving around the same time,
the Arabs made every effort to
send their children to the best
Brazilian schools, and they
went on to become some ofthe
country’s top doctors, lawyers,
business leaders and politi-
cians.

This accounts for the coun-
try’s most important Arab insti-
tution: the Arab-Brazilian
ChamberofCommerce (CCAB
is the acronym in Portuguese),
headquartered on the 17th and
18th floors of a skyscraper
along Avenida Paulista, in the

heart of Sao Paulo’s financial
Hictrirt

rural areas of Syria and Leba-
non. They were not educated,
but they worked very hard and
were very good salesmen,”
says Paulo Atallah, a civil engi-
neer and former president of the
CCAB. “Their dream was that
their children would be doctors,
lawyers or engineers."

The CCAB, founded in
1952, today has 3000 members,
representing companies in
agribusiness, banking, manu-
facturing, petroleum, retail
sales, textiles, tourism and tel-
ecommunications. It runs a bi-

lingual news agency, Agenc
de Noticias Brasil-Arabe.
which it created “to fill the com-
munications gap between Bra-
zil and the 22 Arab countries
that are represented by the
chamber."

Like the47-year-old Attl lah
many other first-, second- and
third-generation Brazilian Ar-
abs have become promiier-
economic and political leaders
These include Silvio Santo>
owner of SBT, Brazil’s secon
largest television network
Abilio Diniz, CEO ofthe Pa>m

According to historians, the first Muslims
Arabs but WestAfrican slaves brought by the
began colonizing Brazil in the early 15005,
are today the countries of Syria and Leba
arriving until about 1880, at the height ofth
boom thatfigures so prominently in Hatou
tling first in Manaus, Belem and other Am
the Arab immigrants also worked as itinerant
ing their waresfrom door to door, much as t
Honduras, the United States and elsew here
In 1897, the first Arabic-language newspap
Sao Paulo; the same year, an Arab chanta,
known as the Sociedade Maronita de Bene
tablished. By the early 1900%, many Arab i
settling in Brazil s southern provinces, espe
Janeiro, Minas Gerais and Sao Paulo. Thi |
become home to some 38 percent of hem
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and wasfounded by women

ar supermarket chain;
Antonio Skaf, president
S50 Paulo State Federa-
f Industries, and Faisal
oud, founder of the
goods conglomerate
Monalisa. Hammoud, 59,
S40 Paulo in 1968 and,
four years, had estab-
Grupo Monalisa’s first
and earned enough to
for his five brothers. It
t long before the eom-
ned its first centralized
ution office and estab-
Honu Deco, an in-house
Brazil were not
ortuguese, who
rabsfrom what
n didnt begin
‘mazon rubber
v novels. Set-
zon port cities,
eddlers, hawk-
ey did in Chile,
the Americas,
rs appeared in
le organization
ciencia was es-
migrants were
jally in Rio de
tter city grew to
1920, and by
nt.

company for manufacturing
showroom furniture.

In the early 1990’s, the
Hammoud brothers inaugu-
rated an overseas office in Mi-
ami, and launched the
Aphrodite Boutique chain of
luxury retail shops, of which
there are now eight in three
South American countries.
Hammoud has been among the
leading financiers of the post-
civil war rebuilding of Beirut.

"For those people who came
to Brazil during Lebanon’s civil
war, it was much more difficult
to integrate. The war not only
destroyed property, but peo-
ple’s minds as well,” he says.
“But people who came a gen-
eration or two ago, or at the
beginning of the century, are
totally integrated. We don’t feel
any difference between our-
selves and other Brazilians.”

In 1997, then-President
Fernando Henrique Cardoso
awarded Hammoud one of Bra-
zil’s highest honors, the Order
of Rio Branco, for his involve-
ment in negotiations leading to
the founding of the Montevi-
deo-based southern common
market, Mercosur, ofwhich Bra-
zil isa founding member.

Asked how he became so
successful, Hammoud replies
matter-of-factly, “Because lam
hardworking and honest.
When I’'m alone ina room with
the door closed, I can look in
the mirror and be happy."

Other Brazilians with roots
in Lebanon have risen in poli-
tics, including Ibrahim Abi-
Ackel, who served as justice
minister under President JoSo
Figuereido, and OsmarChohfi,
Brazil’s former deputy minister
of foreign affairs. (The list also
includes Paulo Salim Maluf,
former mayor of Sao Paulo and
governor of Sao Paulo state,
who is currently in prison on
charges ofembezzlement.)

One highly visible, nation-
wide company with no real Arab
connections, althbugh many
Brazilians mistakenly think oth-
erwise, is the popular fast- food
restaurant chain Habib’s, which
serves Arab-style esfihas and
other traditional cuisine, at
more than 260 franchises across
Brazil.

An outdoor market runs
through the heart ofdowntown
Rio de Janeiro’s Sahara district,
settled by Arab immigrants.

To be sure, the Arabs were
hardly the only immigrants to
discover Brazil. Millions of Por-
tuguese, Ggrmans, ltalians.
Spaniards rand Japanese also

20th centuries. Today, more
Japanese live in Sao Paulo than
in any other non-Japanese city
in the world.

Yet unlike the Japanese-
dominated Sao Paulo
neighborhood of Liberdade,
with Japanese shops and res-
taurants and Japanese-lan-
guage street signs, the elosest
thing to an “Arab
neighborhood” is the lively
Sahara district of Rio de Janeiro,
which is home to many Arab-
owned shops, groceries and a
famous open-air market.

Rio is also home to Brazil’s
ambassador to the United
States, Roberto Pinto Ferreira
Abdenur, whose father was
from the Lebanese town of
Hamdun. (His mother’s family
came from Portugal.) He grew
up in the days when the spec-
tacular beachfront city was still
Brazil’s capital, and at 21 he
joined the foreign service, be-
ginning a string of overseas
assignments, which has in-
cluded ambassadorial posts to
Ecuador, China, Germany and
Austria, before he presented
his credentials in Washington
in April 2004.

“lam a career diplomat with
no political affiliation,”
Abdenur says, “Our foreign
ministry was never politicized,
even during the military dicta-
torship. | am not a member of
any political party and never
willbe”

Nevertheless, Abdenur, 64,
makes no secret of his admira-
tion for the policies ofPresident
Lula. Though elected in 2002 on
a platform of protectionism,
worker rights and anti-globali-
zation, Lula has since focused
more on boosting Brazil’s ex-
port-driven economy.

“Brazil is deeply committed
to opening its borders and be-
coming more engaged in world
trade,” says Abdenur. “Al-
though Brazil is one of the 10
biggest economies in the world,
we have only one percent of
world exports, which is ridicu-
lously low.”

To that end, in December
2003 Lula toured Syria, Leba-
non, the United Arab Emirates,
Egyptand Libya, becoming the
first Brazilian head of state to
visit the Middle East, since
emperor Dom Pedro Il traveled
the region in the 18707s.

That trip led to this year's
unprecedented summit in
Brasilia, co-hosted by Lula and
Algerian president, Abdelaziz

Boutetlika. Never before had so
manv Arab nnrl f atin Amprl~dn

room, all aiming to strengthen
an interregional political and
economic bond that many say
has been long overdue for at-
tention.

The summit proved good
for business: Over the 12-
month period ending in Au-
gust, Brazilian exports to the 22
member states of the Arab
League climbed by 25 percent
to $4.7 billion, and imports
jumped 49 percent to almost
$5.2 billion. This translates into
annualized regional trade of
nearly $10 billion.

“For years, we have talked
of the potential of the Arab
market, and it is satisfying to
see that the numbers show this
reality,” says the current presi-
dent of the CCAB, Antonio
Sarkis, Jr.

Yet retailer Faisal Hammoud
says great challenges lie ahead
for Brazil. “It’s not easy, be-
cause the Arab world has a lot
of money to spend, and coun-
tries much more competitive
than Brazil are also aiming for
this market,” says the entrepre-
neur. “They want the best, and
Brazil cannot compete in qual-
ity. But for cheaper goods, Bra-
zil can compete, even against
China.”

At present, Brazilian com-
panies that have invested in the
Middle East range from state oil
giant Petrobras, which recently
signed a contract to drill for
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All outdoor market runs through the heart of downtown Rio de Janein
Sahara district, settled by Arab immigrants.

petroleum in Libya, to furniture
manufacturer Americanflex,
based in Ribeirao Preto, which
has opened a showroom in
Shaijah in the United Arab Emir-
ates. Poultry giant Doux
Frangosul, based in Porto
Alegre, ships 40 percent of its
monthly chicken exports to the
Arab world, about 15,000 tons,
Rio de Janeiro-based jewelry
retailer H. Stem, with more than
160 outlets throughout Latin
America, the United States and
Europe, recently opened fran-

In Rio de Janeiro, the Oswaidn Cruz Foundation has been instrumentalfor
more than a century in the battle against epidemic diseases; its headquar-

chises in Dubai and Bahrain !
Boticario, a company that
makes perfumes and cosmetu -
in the southern city of Sao Jo”
dos Pinhais, just inaugurates
its first outlet in Egypt. (It al-
ready has one store and 30
points of sale in Saudi Arabia,
as well as 20 points of sale in
the United Arab Emirates anc
60 in Jordan.)

Going in the other direction.
Saudi entrepreneur Omar al-
Idrisi wants to open up a for-
eign-trade brokerage in Brazil,
something that will really take
off, he says, once UAE-bascd
Emirates Airlines inaugurate*
nonstop service between
Dubai and Slo Paulo near the
end of this year.

Perhaps most significant,
the Arab League in September
approved the opening of an
office in Brasilia.

“We have been thinking of
promoting regular busines’
meetings, like the one held in
Sao Paulo soon after the Ma>
summit,” al-1drisi said in a pres®
release. “We would like this
kind of event to repeat itself,
alternating between an Arab
and a South American city. We
also support all initiatives to-
wards opening air links be-
tween the two regions.”

“Trade is something you
do when the opportunity is
there and the price is good. It’s
the first level ofa relationship,”
says Atallah. “Now we have to
move to the second level. We
want the Arabs to know more
about Brazil, and we want Bra-
zilians to know more about the
Arab world.”
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1ST-TIER SECURITIES

Compam Name

ADSWI1TCH PLC.

CAPITAL OIL PLC

Sector Totals
AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC.

THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC
PRFSCO PLC.

Sector Totals

Al TOMOBILE & TYRE

DI NLOP NIGERIA PLC.

R T.BRISCOAE PLC.

Sector Totals

BANKING

AC CESS BANK PLC

Al RIBANK NIGERIA PLC.

| IRST ALTLANTIC BANK PLC
COOPERATIVE BANK PLC.

DI\MOND BANK PLC

FIRST CITY MONUMENT BANK PLC
FIDELITY BANK PLC

FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.

FSB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
GTBANK PLC.

INVESTMENT BANKING

INLAND BANK (NIGERIA) PLC.
INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC.

N \L BANK PLC.

OCEANIC BANK PLC

PLATINUM BANK PLC

UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC.

\\ EMA BANK PLC.

ZENITH BANK PLC

Sector Totals

BREWERIES

CHAMPION BREWERIES PLC.
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC.

NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC

Sector Totals

BUILDING MATERIALS

ASHAKA CEMENT PLC.

BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC.
CEMENT COMPANY OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC
WEST AFRICAN PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC.
Sector Totals

CHEMICAL&PAINTS

BERGER PAINTS PLC.

CAP PLC.

D. N. MEYER PLC.

NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC.
Sector Totals

COMPUTER & OFFICE EQUIPMENT
NCR (NIGERIA) PLC.

Sector Totals

CONGLOMERATES

A. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC.

C FAO NIGERIA PLC.

JOHN HOLT PLC.

P.Z. INDUSTRIES PLC.

U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC.

UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC

U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC.

Sector Totals

CONSTRUCTION

CAPALBETO

COSTAIN (W.A.) PLC.

JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC.

Sector Totals

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
NIGERIAN WIRE AND CABLE PLC.
Sector Totals

FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC.

FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC.
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC.
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC.
NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC.
Sector Totals

FOOTWEAR

FOOTWEAR & ACCESSORIES MAN. PLC.
Sector Totals

HEALTHCARE

CHRISTLIEB PLC.

EVANS MEDICAL PLC.
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIGERIA PLC
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC
NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC.
PHARMA-DEKO PLC.

Sector Totals
INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
ALUMACO PLC.

B.0.C. GASES PLC

NIGERIA ENAMELWARE COMPANY PLC.
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC.
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC.

VONO PRODUCTS PLC.

Sector Totals

INSURANCE

ACEN INSURANCE COMPANY PLC
AIlICO INSURANCE PLC.
CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC.
CRUSADER INSURANCE PLC.

LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC.
N.E.M. INSURANCE CO. (NIG.) PLC.
NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC.
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC.

ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC.
UNIC INSURANCE PLC.

WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC.
Sector Totals

MANAGEDFUNDS

C & | LEASING PLC

Sector Totals

MARITIME

JAPAUL OIL & MARITIME SERVICES PLC
Sector Totals
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)

AFROIL PLC.

AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC.

CONOIL PLC

F.TFRNA OIL & GAS PLC.

MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC.

OANDO PLC

TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC.

TOTAL NIGERIA PLC

Sector Totals

PRINTING & PUBLISHING
LONGMAN NIGERIA PLC.

Sector Totals

REAL ESTATE

UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC.
Sector Totals

TEXTILES

AFPRINT NIGERIA PLC

UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC.
Sector Totals

Overall Totals

I"R
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Business Trust

THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE

No of Deals
5

4
9

1
4
13
18
39
11
50

204

140
221

53
113

275

Quotation(N)
1.57
0.34

1.90
17.20
11.75

2:72
6.00

2.60
9.10
341
1.92
7.75
511

32.90
114
13.70
4.57
181
8.90
2.80

2.60
12.81
25.48

19.64

1.86
103.50
36.53

34.00

6.50

7.15
16.30

4.01
8.88
3.80
4.10

133

1.18
3.57
1.54
16.20
16.20
20.53
0.73

14.00
1.14
21.50

0.70

26.60
66.20
25.65
67.00
190.00
16.25

0.29

0.56

10.00
5.36

4.55

1.18
3.05
3.46
0.67
4.93

121

1.86

0.50
45.00
91.00
2.65
156.78
91.55
116.00
184.00

3.34
9.95

0.38
2.15

QuantityTraded
6.500
7,000
13.500

157,040
22,325
179,365

8.376.463
1,366.000
737.618
1,500
2.880
350.500
833.865

2.059.512
10,454,650
1.107.929
1.000
694.360
1.250.451
2,633.146
114.897
46,027,701

30.000
191,008
1,008,970

1,229,978

1.024,656
7,374
62,380
711,658
1,806,068

171,525

16,425
333
4,418
192,701

23,989
23,989

19,140
6,060
61,966
156,211
331,063
481,715
108.010
1,164,165

17,250
116,100
14,400
147,750

12,990
12,990

27,193
298,253
266,754
421,249
89,927
10,001
1,113377

10,000
10,000

2,000
37,188
697,822
20,150
34,486
2,200
793,846

120,000
60,000
300
456,000
1,056,044
136,774
1,829,118

15,000
383,840
1,809,220
100.000
230,000
1,920
944,834
407,833
72,881
1,261,800
302,808
5,530,136

193,370
193,370

298,900
298,900

224,200
192,603
108,338
136,660
62,540
230,005
304,486
8,166
1.266,998

17.700
17.700

734,609
734.609

100,343

155.322
255,665
62,892,596

Value of Shares
10,205.00
2,380.00
12,585.00

28.500.00

63.984.00

372.382.50
464.866.50

433.620.62
133,950.00
567,570.62

21.700.717.90
12,430,600.00
2.515.277.38
2,880.00
22,320.00
1,791,055.00
2,443.224.45
171.936.377.73
19,380.00
125,716,134.50
6.671,336.27
36,562.00
18,470,205.23
29.273.020.00
6,495,018.05
2.600.00
8.936.620.98
31.861.491.48
9.847.966.04
2.256.577.08
452,429,364.09

55,800.00

19,399,685.49

36,818.290.71
56,273,776.20

35,178,973.42
47.931.00
447,932.20
11,721,114.10
47,395.950.72

683.222.59
145,741.21
1,265.40
18,113.80

848,343.00

31.905.37
31,905.37

22,485.20
21.634.20
95.427.64
2,530,618.20
5.389,060.54
9,886,174.91
84,847.30
18,030,347.99

241,500.00

131,499.00

313.205.00
686,204.00

9,093.00
9,093.00

721.481.76
19,936,288.36
6,891,098.09
28,067,355.70
17,077,912.50
162,516.25
72,856,652.66

2.900.00
2,900.00

1.120.00
95,082.28
7,049,821.60
108,004.00
111,389.78
10,010.00
7,375,427.66

141,600.00
183,000.00
1,038.00
304,700.00
5,190,026.94
165,771.19
5,986,136.13

8,700.00
917,377.60
2,691,451.75
170,822.50
232.600.00
1.113.60
2,513,889.72
877,264.95
213,395.85
1,570,250.00
937,662.88
10,134,528.85

229,114.20
229,114.20

567.725.00
567,725.00

118,143.20
8.538,702.37
9,759,244.23
368,149.00
9.774,191.79
21,080,897.70
35.447.676.26
1.493.218.48
86,580,223.03

58,488.00
58,488.00

7,331,426.47
7,331,426.47

38,130.34

321,631.65
359,761.99
768.232,390.48

REPORTAS AT THURSDAY, JANUARY 26 200t

TOP 10 TRADES AS THURSDAY

SYMBOL VOLUME VALUE TRADT
UNIC 1,261.800.00 1.570,250.00 16
AFRIBANK. 1,366,000.00 12,430,600.00 15
IBTC 1,459,8r1.00 6,671,336.27 23
CORNERST 1,809,220.00 2.691.451.75 32
INTERCONT 2.059,512.00 18,470.205.23 14-
WEMABANK 2,633,146.00 9,847.966.04 16
F1IRSTBANK 5,210,306.00 171,936.377.73 56"
ACCESS 8,376,463.00 21,700,717.90 204
GUARANTY 9,335,613.00 125,716,134.50 32:
NAL 10,454.650.00 29,273.020.00 24

TOP 10 GAINERS

S\ viBOL LASTCLOSE FRIDAY’SCLOSE CHANGE
TOTAL 1.00 184.00 +3.00
NBC 4.05 67.00 +2.95
GUINNESS 01.00 103.50 +2.50
AP 43.61 45.00 +1.39
OANDO 90.51 91.55 +1.04
TEXACO 115.00 116.00 +1.00
MOBIL 156.03 156.78 +0.75
GUARANTY 13.18 13.70 +0.52
NB 36.27 36.53 +0.26
PRESCO 11.51 11.75 +0.24

TOP 10 LOSERS )

SYMBOL LAST CLOSE FRIDAY’S CLOSE CHANGE
BERGER 22.50 21.50 -1.00
ADBURY 67.00 66.20 -0.80
SHAKACEM 34.70 34.00 -0.70
GLAXOSM1TH 10.40 10.00 -0.40
BETAGLAS 6.84 6.50 -0.34
FLOURMILL 25.85 25.65 -0,20
WAPIC 3.20 3.06 -0.14
ETERNAOIL 2.77 2.65 -0.12
LIVESTOCK 2.00 1.90 -0.10
PRESTIGE 2.23 2.13 -0.10

Shell pleads for
understanding of
host communities

e Shell Petroleum Development Company (SPDC
it will continue to take measures to forge a mutu.
beneficial working relationship with host commun

Addressing newsmen in Port Harcourt on Tuesday, St .
Corporate External Affairs Manager, Mr Don Boham, lame-
however, that in spite of the company’s efforts at expla
its status in Nigeria, most host communities still sav th,
company as exploitative.

He said that while the federal government controlled '
per cent equity share in oil business, Shell maintained 30 pc
cent, while EIf and Agip had 16 per cent and five per cjr
respectively.

Boham said that contributions to the national purse -
also made in accordance with the equity share holding, ado
that from its 30 per cent controlling interest, Shell pays 85 :x
cent petroleum profit tax. He said the company also speno
20 per cent on royalty, while the rest were for opera’
cost.

The manager announced that Shell paid 2.3 billion d
to the federal government in 2004, in addition to supp>
government’s projects from the profit it made, in spite
fact thatthe oil producing states received 13 percentderi\a
monthly.

Boham listed some areas of the company’s inter, <
to include education, health, electricity, roads, agricultur
rural infrastructure, sports development and skills acqum¢
programmes in its operational areas.

“SPDC spends more than 60 million dollars annualh
the gap created by government in the process,” he ad.:

He listed problems facing the oil company in it-
communities to include local leadership tussles, collar
local economies and reparation on operational impact'

.Others, he said, were social amenities, exploi:
marginalisation and agitation for resource control. Boha;
Shell had succeeded in effectively managing its crises n,
noting that conflicts involving the company and its 1 -
communities in 2005 were reduced to 159 incidents fror
in 2004.
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tisalways best forajournal-

ist to undertake ajourney in

dependently without the
watchful eyes of officials who
sponsor such trip. Because they
will ensure that you see only
what you are expected to see or
interprete things they way they
want itreported. Such trip could
be religious, sight seeing or tour
of facilities. You get the freedom
of seeing things as they are and
experiencing first hand what
people involved in such .trip go
through in their quest for a suc-
cessful spiritual endavours. That
is what happened to me during
this year’s Hajj, so my observa-
tions are that of an Alhaji who
paid and performed the Hajj from
Kano Stale.

Preparations.

I had wanted to avoid the
usual late hour rush characteris-
tic of every Nigerian Hajj pil-
grimage, so | paid through the
first local government that was
slated to take off from Kano,
Bebeji local government. The
preparation, quite frankly by the
Kano State government was en-
couraging. The state governordid
everything to ensure a success-
ful Hajj. Right from the day he
received the 2005 Hajj Report by
the proscribed Hajj Task Force
headed by the former commis-
sioner of information, Alhaji
Garba Yusuf, Governor Ibrahim
Shekarau directed thataccommo-
dation for 2006 Hajj be procured
to forestall the problem of ac-
commodation that bedevilled the
last Hajj. To beat the much
taunted ‘late preparation syn-
drome’ the governor offered to
pay any difference of money
between the old and new rate for
Hajjasannounced by the federal
government to any pilgrim who
paid before the announcementof
the new Hajj Fare by the federal
govemment. And he fulfilled that
promise by paying N 12,000 for
such pilgrims. He also went the
extra mile of paying the N250
charged pilgrims for conveying
them from the Camp to Airport
and back. Heeven provided fund
for the feeding of Kano pilgrims
at Muna, Arafat and Jiddah on
their way back home because of
the difficulty of obtaining good
food during those period. He took
the trouble of going to inspect
the houses hurriedly procured
for Kano pilgrims though we later
learnt that he was only taken to
the good ones that are close to
the Haram.

M adina

Although we were slated to
leave first, the Pilgrims W elfare

| By MusaUmar Kazaure
i(who was in Saudi Arabia)]

Board decided that Doguwa Lo-
cal Government Pilgrims should
go first for some administrative
reasons. That was a blessing be-
cause while Doguwa Pilgrims
spent two days in Hajj Camp
before leaving, we were lucky to
leave within six hours ofthe an-
nouncement inviting Bebeji Lo-
cal Government pilgrims. The
four and half hour flight by
KABO Air to Jiddah was with-
out much hitch apart from stub-
born pilgrims' who refused to
heed to the Pilgrims Board ap-
peal not to take mort than the
hand luggage. Some lad up to
three hand luggage stuffed with
Kolanuts, Rob, ointment and all
sorts ofcontrabands which were
seized by the Saudi Customs at
King Abdul-aziz International
Airport. As the actual Ilajj Rites
would not begin until the 8dhof
Zul Hajj equivalent to 8hJanu-
ary 2006 (We arrived on 201l
Dec,2005), we were taken
straight to Madina to visit the
Prophet Mosque and other
places of religious importance
around Madina. The accommo-
dation in Madina was good with
three to five people inone room,
some with their toilets inside the
rOom. The only problem was
that the location of the accom-
modation was about 45 minutes
trek to the Prophet's Mosque and
there were no taxis orbus plying
the route as in Makkah. So we
have to always leave our houses
at3.30 am to be able to reach the
Mosque on time and perform the
early morning prayers with the
chilling cold weatherofMadina.
Some of the pilgrims, including
some doctors that were slated to
stay with us in the building and
wivesofsome Permanent Secre-
taries used their connections to
geta much more closer accom -
modation, but we looked at it as
a blessing indisguise becauseof
the Prophet’s saying that “every
step taken in the cause ofdoing a
good deed isrewarded by Allah”
even though some ofus who are
‘fat’ like myself had our legs
swollen fortrekking the distance
three to five times a day. We
spent the first eight days in
Madina, praying, meditating and
sometimes we slept at the
Prophets Mosque and occasion-
ally visit to Islamic historical sites
and shopping in between, despite
advise from Hajj officials to wait
for the last days of the Ilajj to
avoid exhausting our $500 Dol-

Sample ofthefood given to Kano pilgrims at Muna

Daily Tru&t

Kano T rust
Kano’s 2006 hajj in the eyes ofa pilgrim

lars BTA which is equivalent to
1750 Saudi Riyals.

Accomodation in M akka

For us the early arrivals, the
accommodation was very good
interms ofquality and facilities.
Though seven to eight people
were crammed in a room of 14
by 14 square feet, the lift was
working and toilets, water and
airconditioners were all working
as well. The only snag however
was that there was a little parti-
ality on the partofthe Kano Pil-
grims Board officials in M akkah.
One would expect that accom-
modations are allocated on first
come first serve basis. But the
closest houses at Sharamansur
were reserved forseniorgovern-
ment officials and government
sponsored pilgrims like House
Number 15 and others, while pil-
grims who paid with their hard
earned money were pushed far-
ther to Sharu-sittin which is
about two kilometres to the
HARAM. and most pilgrims,
especially the elderly and sick
ones who could not trek had to
pay four Riyals for transporta-
tion, to and fro, to go for daily
prayers at the HARAM which
isvery important to any pilgrim,
even though notobligatory. I had
the opportunity to visit one of
such Preferred Pilgrims houses
at Sharamansur where DPMs of
local governments and some sen-
ior government officials were
housed. They had even television
and cable for entertainment and
only about fourto five people in
each room.

But the worst hit in terms of
accommodation were those who
came later from Kano metropoli-
tan local governments. House
number 36 at Sharamansur, for
example, was terrible. Some of
its occupants invited me to see
things for myself, and the sight
was horrible. 40 people packed
into an uncompleted building
which from all indication was
hurriedly renovated. They had
only two toilets, and the women
were also packed into similar
hall. Water was licking all over
the toilet. There were also houses
at Sharu-Sittin that were over-
crowed with pilgrims, with as
much as 10 pilgrims perroom of
14 by 14 square feet. “You don’t
even have a place to put your
feet between each bed,” a frus-
trated pilgrim from Kura local
government stated.

Theaccommodation, accord-
ing to the Executive Secretary of
Kano State Pilgrims W elfare
Board, Alhaji Sani Kofar Mata,
in a Freedom Hausa Radio pro-

gramme. were procured as an al-
ternative after the procurement
of the one booked earlier. But
competent sources close to the
Pilgrims Board hinted me that in-
fighting and the lucrative kick-
backs associated with the pro-
curement of accommodation in
the Holy Land for pilgrims was
responsible for Kano's failure to
secure good accommodation this
year. The governor who took the
trouble to visit Makkah during
his vacation in Ramadan, was
only taken round the good houses
that were closer to the HARAM

Pilgrims outside their tent at Muna

to inspect, the source said, add-
ing that most of the houses at
Sharu-Sittin were procured four
months before the commence-
mentofHajj, whereas the gover-
nor had directed that accommo-
dation for Kano pilgrims be se-
cured since February 2005.

Investigation conducted re-
vealed thataccommodation prob-
lem was not restricted to Kano
alone. The Abuja pilgrims who
were accommodated around
Sharu-Sittin also had bad experi-
ence. One of such accommoda-
tions a ten storey building had
no water and the lift was not
functioning. The pilgrims had to
go looking for places to take their
bath every morning, and mostof
them found such assistance from
Kano pilgrims who were their
neighbours. There was also a case
of some Abuja female pilgrims
who were accommodated in
kitchens because some men who
were not happy with the accom -
modation provided for them,
have hijacked the accommodation
meant for the women which was
better. According to an Abuja Pil-
grim official in Makkah, Alhaji
Muhammadu, the men threatened
to beat up the caretaker of the
house if he refuses to allow them
stay in the rooms.

Guides and
ties

Vlost countries while send-
ing their pilgrims for Hajj nor-
mally attach experienced people
as guides to assist the pilgrims,
especially the first-timers. At the
Holy Mosque and other religious
places, you see other country’s
guides holding flags orany other
means of identification to assist
and guide their pilgrims, but it
was not so for Nigerians. Nige-
rian Guides, dressed in their
W hite Caftan with Green Stripes,
including that of Kano, are only
visible during preparations for
llajj take off and sometimes at
the Alirport in Jiddah. After that
you do not see them again. They
are mostly busy either window
shopping or doing the actual

responsibili-
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shopping, leaving many stranded
pilgrims to their fate. There was
the case of a lady pilgrim from
Yobe State who spent three days
perambulating around the Holy
Mosque, lost, confused, hungry
and traumatized. Communica-
tion barrier did not allow her to
ask or seek help until she broke
down intears and some Nigerian
pilgrims who recognized her
from her attire came to her res-
cue. Many such cases ofmissing
persons occurred because none
ofthe Guides are seen around the
Mosque despite being sent on

Tax-payers Money to help pil-
grims in the Holy Land.

Medical assistance

The medical Team from
Kano State were very helpful this
year because | heard from those
who performed the lastyear hajj
that the Medical Team were not
visible last Hajj. They paid regu-
lar visits to houses where Kano
pilgrims were accommodated in
Madina and Makkah, and even
set up an Emergency Clinic for
pilgrims at Number 6 Sharu-
Sittin where most of Kano pil-
grims wereaccommodated, allow-
ing sick pilgrims to visit them
after Isha prayers. They even
admitted about 3 Kano State Pil-
grims for operations on various
ailments and according to the
Medical Team Leader, Dr.
Muhammad Daiyabu, the team
of doctors numbering about 26
treated over 2500 pilgrims on
various ailments in both Madina
and Makkah. At Muna and
Arafat they had their tents which
was always besieged by patients,
some of them just going to col-
lect drugs because it was all free
ofcharge.

Muna and Arafat

Frankly, the arrangements
for Kano Pilgrims at Muna was
unfortunate. Right from home,
Kano Pilgrims officials had been
singing that 7000 pilgrims will
be going forthe pilgrimage from
Kano, so if they know their
number why the shortages of
Shema (tents) for Kano pilgrims
at Muna which forced many
genuine pilgrims to be sleeping
outside in the cold? Although in-
vestigations revealed that some
of those who occupied the allo-
cated tents for Kano were either
International Pilgrims or from
other states. Kano Pilgrims offi-
cials, having experience and
knowledge of these things,
should have insisted that all
Kano pilgrims come with their
Identification badges, and any-
one without the ID should not
be allowed to enter the Kano
Tents like other states did. But

for Kano Shemas

it was a chaotic scene
first day. until the Speaker, K.
House of Assembly struggled
secure additional Tents from
Katsina side who could not bri
all their pilgrims.

The behaviourofsome K.
state pilgrims at Muna calls fi
seriousand deliberate pilgrims
orientation before they leave
the Holy Landjustas itwas di
on how to perform the Hajj p
grimage itself during the Bl
(orientation) exercise. The Bl i
really helped in preparing K.

State pilgrims on how to acu;
ally perform the pilgrimage
eliminating irreligious attitude’
and actions by pilgrims at wor
ship sites. The sensitization fo-
rum organized by Kano Pilgrim-.
Board which began six month’
before the Hajj, really prepared
the state pilgrims. According t
a first-timer pilgrim from Gamr
Malam, “I already know what
todo ateach place during the P;l
grimage from home even before |
set foot in Makka, because the
Preachers really enlightened

on what is expected ofa pilgrir
during the pilgrimage.”

On sanitation, hygiene an
intra-personal relationship, more
need to be done for the pilgrim*
The use of toilets, respect t>r
rules and regulations as given
officials and government o f Sai.
Arabia and above all respect
the rights of other pilgrir -
should be included in the
sensitization to minimize the
ugly behaviours exhibited
some Kano State pilgrims in the
Holy Land. A pilgrim suggested
that a sample of modern toilet'
should be taken to centers fo
such sensitization especially
the local government areas be
cause most of the sanitation at
hygiene rules are broken by p
grims from the rural areas.

Transportation at Madina
Muna. Arafat and M akkah

The vehicles secured for i)k
transportation of Kano slate p
grims in Jiddah were good even
though not the best (Sokoto
Borno.Yobe had better transpor
tation). Similarly the buses that
conveyed the pilgrims fron
Madina to Makkah were goi*e
but those securd to take the p
grims from Muna to Arafatwea
of poor quality as many brokee
down on the way and many pil-
grims had to trek the rest of the
journey on foot to Arafat. Simi-
larly the buses thatconveyed the
pilgrims back to Jiddah airpor
were of lower quality.

Controversial feeding of
pilgrims at Muna, Arafat &
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Jiddah
So much has been written
and said about the failure of
Kano State Pilgrims Board to
fulfill the promise ofthe Gover-
norto provide food for Kano pil-
grims during the obligatory sta-
at Muna. Arafat and at Jidds»i
Airport when the pilgrims are «.*
their way home. The ration..';;
behind this, according to sous” :;?
close to the governor, was to e-«c¢
the problem pilgrims usually '-:;e
in these three places where >od
is either scarce or not In. enic
enough for consumption s was
the case during last vea™ . Hajj.
Money was budgeted ;il right
but pilgrims never saw the food
during their first da s in Muna
and at Arafat. More baffling was
aconfession by one ofthe board
members of Kano State Pilgrims
Board. Alhaji Tijjani Bala
Kalarawi at Arafat that six vehi-
cles loaded with, food for Kano
State pilgrims have disappeared
into thin air. Worst still, the only
vehicle that found its way into
the Kano area No. 20, was loaded
with rotten food that and not
good for consumption. All the
journalists who travelled with
Kano's pilgrims saw the rotten
food, and some fruits thataccom -
panied them. After Sheik Tijanni
Bala Kalarawi's revelation, Kano
Pilgrims O fficial made frantic ef-
forts to get a better alternative
for the pilgrims when they re-
turned to Muna the following
day. At least the pilgrims were
given food twice. One was a set
of foureggs, twodoughnuts and
one drink estimated at three
Saudi Riyals. What happened to
the money budgeted by the gov-
ernor forsuch feeding?
According to Dr. Bashir, a
memberofthe Pilgrims Feeding
Committee to this year's Hayjj,
five feeding exercises were slated
for Kano state pilgrims during
this year's Hajj, two meals at
Arafat, two at Muna and one at
Jiddah. One Lazizi Restaurant
was given the feeding contract at
Muna and Abdallah was given
that o fArafat, and each meal was
to cost 10 Saudi Riyals for the
7500 pilgrims to this Hajj.
Dr.Bashiradded that the contract
covered preparation and distri-
bution of the cooked food at
Muna and Arafat by the contrac-
tors and the food was to be pre-
pared at Arafat not taken from
somewhere else. He stated that
40 per cent of the amount was
paid to the contractors with a
promise that the balance will be
paid to them later. What hap-
pened according to Dr. Bashir
was that there were two vehicles
carrying food to pilgrims on
Arafat day. one had fruits and
the other had food and other
cooking utensils. Ile said that one
of the vehicle, the one carrying
food and utensils missed his exit
and had to go round again to make
asccond attemptand by the time
he was able to get to Kano stale
area, itwas almost 5pm and the
food they carried had been con-
taminated. He said the food in
the vehicle was meant for only
2000 pilgrims, adding that the
Food Committee had cancelled
the contract and the contractor
has promised to refund the re-
maining amount of money not
used for the feeding which will
be returned to government cof-
fer m Kano. Ile however said the
sum o fthree Saudi Riyals will be
paid the contractor for the fruits
supplied.
ollowing the feeding scam
.nil ’ndArafat, theofficiais
i >t the Jiddah Aimort
gbecancelled and 50 Saudi
>nruled lo each kut.
l; - ; hin
mport Some ! Lo >
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Kano’s 2006 hajj in the eyes ofa pilgnm

The Sharamunsuro Nigeria market in Mecca

his local government area and
Bebeji Chairman who gave 25
Riyals to pilgrims with lower
BTA.

Information and Ulania

The Information Unit and
Ulamas should be commended
foragood job especially at Muna
and Arafat. The Ulamas pro-
vided preaching sessions during
the three day stay in Muna and
at Arafat too which was most
beneficial to pilgrims, in addition
to what they had done at home
(Kano) before pilgrims, depar-
ture at the Sensitization forum,
BITA. They were also instru-
mental at stopping majority of
Kano pilgrims from going to the
Jamrat (Stoning of the Devil)
early on the last day of Muna
stay when the stampede oc-
curred. They all stayed behind
alerting the pilgrims on the de-
velopment at the Jamrat. while
the stampede was going on. De-
spite this effort, many pilgrims
defied their advice and went on
with the stoning which caused
them sufferings and some even
lost their lives.

The Information Unit also
deserves commendation for their
role especially in linking families,
friends and announcemento f lost
and found items. Many families
who lost contact after the Arafat
rush were able to trace their rela-
tives via the public address sys-
tem mounted at the Ulamas Tent.
Anexceptional and commendable
altitude of Kano State pilgrims
especially during the stay in
Muna was theircompliance with
Shariah dictates on missing and
found items. Jewelries, hand-
bags, including monies were
found and taken to the announc-
ers to be returned to their own-
ers. A lady picked a purse filled
with jewelry worth over 3000
Riyals, but returned it. Also a
man found 300 US Dollars and
returned it to its owner. Over
50,000 Riyals worth of prop-
erty, itemsand goods were found
and returned, a spirit which was
highly commended by the
Ulamas. including the Haziriof
Kano. Sheik Isa Waziri.

The stampede

Whatwasdescribed by Saudi
authorities and newspapers as
stampede w'as not actually a
stampede per se, but a ‘massive
standstill’. Eyewitnesses who
were in the midst of the stand-
still narrated how Saudi i! litary
personnel abrupth sto **d the
st'a oi >eopie nv.>viny, v --v.

be on the side o fthe Jamrat when
the soldiers cut off the surging
crowd, forced the surging crowd
of pilgrims to a standstill while
at the same time more pilgrims
were pushing from behind them
without knowing that the peo-
ple in the frontwere not moving.
This standstill and the push from
behind created human jam, that
caused many, especially the eld-
erly and weak ones, to suffocate.
By the time the military person-
nel allowed the crowd to continue
in theirsurge towards the Jamrat.
the pressure ofthe surging crowd
was too great that many of the
soldiers could not get out and
were trampled us. That also ex-
plained the 18 casualties ofmili-
tary officers from the Saudi Se-
curity Agencies. Over 360 peo-
ple lost their lives in the stand-
still. with Nigeria recording 10
casualties while some were in-
jured.

Return journey

W ith the completion of the
Hajj Rites after the last Jamrat
rite. Kano State pilgrims, espe-
cially those who came early and
had visited Madina, began prepa-
ration for the journey home,
while those who came later pre-
pared to go Tor the Zivarah visit
to Madina. The luggage for Kano
pilgrimswhich was ordered from
China, according to Pilgrims
Board officials, was very good.
It was big enough to accommo-
date most gifts purchased by any
reasonable Alhaji, not the busi-
nessman Alhaji. Fortunately for
the first two local governments,
Doguwa and Bebeji, the pilgrims
showed maturity in adhering to
the advise and warning ofKano
State Pilgrims Welfare officials
that no additional items should
be attached to the baggage as was
the practice in the past This
time, only the luggages were al-
lowed. and the pilgrims com -
plied. ITiin according to Kano
State Pilu:uns Welfare officials
was as a result of an agreement
entered into with the Airline Car-
rier, KABO Air, that only one
checked in luggage 0f40 KI; with-
out attachmentand one hand lug-
gage of 10 kg willbe allow ed.

The disappointments how-
ever began to rear its head at
Jiddah duringthe return journey.
Though we were not a witness

to .lie oi.lu ;ion, chaos and cri-
- ilittrailed !lie llaji at hetail
;reisfr,bu nan-

estartedits -turn

ved.

the

ta-

instead, Kabo reneged and oper-
ated its return flight according to
the whims and caprices of its
management. Kano pilgrims that
were to leave on Friday could not
leave Jeddah airport until Satur-
day. Ourown flight was given to
Lagos pilgrims who reported to
the Alirport and were evacuated
in less that two hours to the cha-
grin of Kano pilgrims who were
there for almost 24 hours. Most
pilgrims saw the fault of Kano
State Pilgrims Welfare Board who
asked them to come to the air-
port when they know that the
flight was not ready. Some even
alleged that the officials were in
a hurry to get them out of the
Houses in Makkah in order to
cut the cost of accommodation
and put the balance in their pock-
ets.

The Kano Pilgrims officials
on their side blamed Kabo for
operating a different flight sched-
ules from the one agreed upon at
the meeting inJidah. Kabo on the
other hand, in an interview with
Freedom Radio, Captain Dilli
blamed the Kano officials for not
bringing out Kano pilgrims on
time, and they had to divert Kano
flight to other states in order to
reduce cost of landing and take
off. One candid observation how-
ever is that KABO used mostof
the regular pilgrim’s flights to
transport many of its Interna-
tional Pilgrims who wanted to
return home early, causing a lot
of problem for the pilgrims. On
one such incident, it was re-
ported that the aircraft had about
30 people sitting on the floor of

the aircraft, a practice thatis not
allowed in the aviation industry
anywhere in the world. Some
pilgrims who were in the aircraft
said the aircraft had problems
taking off and had to abort and
return to tarmac for the excess
passengers to be disembarked, a
claim which Kabo officials de-
nied.

A factwhich Iwas a witness
to inour flight on the night o fthe
16'h January was the inclusion
of International pilgrim passen-
gers in the aircraft despite the fact
that we as passengers from Bebeji
were about480. Asaresult,some
passengers who could not get a
seat in the economy class were
given firstclassaccommodate.

It should also be noted that
Kabo Airwas very strict incom -
pliance with its earlier warning
that itwould notacceptanything
in excess of 10 kg in hand lug-
gage, or beyond the official pil-
grims and luggage given by Kano
Pilgrims W elfare Board. This
was implemented to the later, as
many stubborn pilgrims who are
used to the old rowdy scenes of
cuwa-cuwa at Jeddah were sur-
prised at the stem compliance by
Kabo officials. Many lost their
valuable items, especially gifts in
the process, as they were dis-
carded with impunity by Kabo
officials. Although some state
Pilgrims W elfare Board officials
especially Kebbi, Sokoto and
Nasarawa made arrangements for
such thrown away items to be
returned via cargo to their own-
ers. Kano State alsojoined insuch
gesture afterwe were boarded in
the aircraft when an official an-
nounced that Malam Ibrahim
Shckarau heard ofthe excess lug-
gage problems, and has ordered
that they be carried as cargo
along with the pilgrims, an an-
nouncement that was greeted
with ‘Allah Ya Mainwita ”. But
the Secretary of Pilgrims Board
warned that such magnanimity
would not be extended to any
pilgrim in future who flout offi-
cial ruleson hand luggage.

Nigerians as beggars on
Makkah Street

A ratherpathetic and disturb-
ing scene that should be men-
tioned with the hope that Nige-
rian diplomatic officials in Nigeria
and Saudi Arabia may do some-
thing to redeem our country's
image in Saudi Arabia, is the is-
sueofNigerians, mostly from die
northern part, who arc involved
in street begging in Makkah. At
the end of every prayer at
HARAM, you come across doz-
ens ofwomen, children, girls of
marriageable age, handicaps and
even able bodied persons, sitting
in the middle ofthe streets lead-
ingoutofthe Holy Mosque beg-
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ging for alms. Worst of all and
the most disheartening is the
sightofa women using her newly
bom babies to beg. Avvojnanwho
said her baby was just 6 days
old said she had to come to beg
for the babies because the au-
thorities in Makkah u'ould not
allow them to come out and earn
a living. When asked why she
cannot return home to Nigeria
with her baby to her relatives
who she claimed were from
Katsina. she said they heard all
sorts of bad news about the poor
economic condition at home, ft
isreally pathetic and inhuman for
a baby ofjust six days to be ex-
posed to such conditions. The
situation may be bad at home,
but allowing such ugly attitude
among we northerners in particu-
larisun-Islamic as it isinhuman.

It isliigh tiineNigerians, es-
pecially northern extraction,
should liaise with Nigerian au-
thorities in Saudi Arabia to ban
such begging on the streetduring
Hajj. There many such Nigeri-
ans from the North who are in-
volved in hawking along the
sidewalk in both Makkah and
Madina, and always having a
running battle with the police
who try to disperse them. That
at least is more dignifying than
begging.

Conclusion

It has practically become a
norm in our national life in this
country that we approach every
problem, every issue and every
event with fire brigade approach.
Most of the time these actions
are intentional because that is
how people make quick money
from public funds. For Hajj, it
has become an annual disaster
Past failures have always been
blamed on late preparation. But
whatexcuse has the National Pil-
grims Directorate this time be-
cause it began preparation early
enough and even closed collec-
tion of Hajj fare three months
before Hajj.

Ifwe must succeed as a na-
tion, as a people and as a respon-
sible society we must change oiu
attitude towards any national
assignment as a meansofgetting
quick money. Prof. Gwandu was
allowed to continue to head the
Directorate because he was a
honest man, but are others work-
ing under him the same? UntT
God fearing people are allowed
to lead the annual Hajj pilgrim -
age from the states to national
level, until Hajj season Lsnotseen
as another lucrative season, anc
until those found wanting in the
discharge oftheir responsibilities
during Hajj are brought to bool,
to serve as deterrent, Hajj opera
tions from Nigeria will continue
to be business as usual.
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LASG (ives AP 7-clay ultimatum on road renanilitation

n an effort to ensure free

flow of traffic on the

roads of Lagos State and
remove any impediment
which may compound traf-
fic problem, the Lagos State
government has given a
seven day ultimatum to Af-
rican Petroleum to open up
and rehabilitate tne service
lane which the oil marketer
blocked with her perimeter
fence.

The Commissioner for
Transportation, Dr. Muiz
Banire, made the declaration
while briefing newsmen in
his office on the outcome of
the tour of some traffic black
spots which constituted im-
pediments to free flow of
traffic and security in the
state by stakeholders in the
transportation Industry.

The commissioner said
the stakeholders unani-
mously agreed that African
Petroleum should be given
a seven day ultimatum to re-
move her perimeter fence
which has been hindering
road users from having ac-
cess to the already existing
service lane, and to also

PHCN instals |
prepaird metres

By Mohammed Shosanya,
j Correspondent (Lagos) j

he Power Holdings
Company of Nigeria
(PHCN), Ikeja Distri-

bution, zone has announced 1

the commencement ofinstal-
lation of prepayment metres
at Ayao and Magodo Estates
in Lagos.

A statement from the Prin-
cipal Manager, Public Affairs
ofthe zone, Pekun Adeyanjo,
recently explained that the in-
stallation is part of the
proactive drive of the zone to
improve its services to numer-
ous electricity customers.

“With the prepayment
metre scheme, our valued cus-
tomers will begin to enjoy

various advantages as esti-
mated billings; disconnection
ofsupply will no longer exist.
Customers are to also benefit :
from the pay-as-you-go con-
sumc transparency in electric-
ity consumption management |
and instant history of trans-1
action request,” the state-
ment added.

It further stated that a to-
"al number of 1,000 single and
Three phase prepared metres |
are to be installed in Magodo, ;
while 1,300 numbers wili be
nstalled Ajao Estate.

[—

By Olumide Bajulaive,
L Correspondent (Lagos)

make the truck road passable
for tanker drivers.

Banire also directed that
Texaco and Conoil should
within seven days clear their
frontage and rehabilitate the
road and the drains around
their loading stations.

In addition, the Depot
and Petroleum Products
M arketers Association
(DAPPMA) lbru Port Com-
plex popularly referred to as
Ibafon Petrol Depot should
also as a matter of urgency,
evacuate all their oil tankers
parked indiscriminately on
the roads, open the service
lane

He pointed out that
rather than parking at unap-
proved places, independent
oil marketers in the State
should comply with the Di-
rectorate of Petroleum Re-
sources guideline which
stipulates that adequate
parking lots which will at

least accommodate 50 trucks j

or tankers be provided for
their trucks which are used
for haulage business.
Banire warned oil mar-
keters to comply with the di-
rective of the Stakeholders
Committee or be prepared to
face the full wrath ofthe law,
adding that government
would not condone any act
of indiscipline or lawless-
ness on the road or an act
whereby tanker drivers con-
stitute a menace on the road
thereby endangering the
lives of other road users.
The stake holders meet-
ing was chaired by the Hon-
ourable Commissioner for
Transportation, Dr. Muiz
Banire and other members

' clash

including the representative
of the Local Government
Chairmen, Pastor
Ojelabi,the Lagos Sector
Commander, Federal Road
Safety Corps (FRSC),

Mr.Ayobami Omiyale, Secre-
tary of the National Union
of Petroleum and Natural
Gas Workers (NUPENG),
ChiefJoseph Akinlaja, Sec-
retary of the National Asso-

ciation of Read Traisport
Owners (NARTO), Barrister
E.B Kanawa, the Vice Chair-
man of the National Union
of Road Transport Workers
(NURTW), Alhaji Salca

Saula, representative
Nigeria Police, Superir
'nt of Police, Fr.
Skanem and Nigeriai

‘nresentative, Lt. Col
' awrence.

Former Gov. of Hayelsa Stute, Dieriye Alamiseigha amidst EFCC tight security at the Federal High Court, lkoyifacing a laundn, .

charge... Wednesday

Pix: Oladipupo Oduiu

Aja crisis: NURTW factions clash again

hile efforts are

been made by the

Lagos State gov-
ernment to ensure that peace
returns to Ajah, two factions
ofthe National Union ofRoad
Transport Workers (NURTW)
clashed again. Over the week-
end, a faction of the union
which casualties in a bloody
at the weekend

launched a reprisal attack on
its rival on Tuesday.
Confirming the incident,
Lagos State Police Public Re-
lations Officer, Olubode
Ojajuni, stressed that the ri-
val group, numbering over 30
and wielding dangerous
weapons such as cudgels
and cutlasses overran Ajah
Motor Park and the adjacent

15,000 turn up for limb deformity

o fewer than 15.000

people have so far

turned up for
screening under the free limb
deformity correction surgery
programme of she Lagos
State Government.

Officials of the Ministry
of Health disclosed this as the
fourth round of the pro-
gramme was kicktd-offat the
Lagos Island General Hospi-
tal. Broad Street Lagos on
Monday. They said about
1.000 out of this figure have
had their deformed limbs suc-
cessfully corrected. Commis-
sioner for Health. Dr Leke
Pitan, who was at the hospi-

tal on Tuesday to oversee
activities at the point of op-
eration, said each round at-
tracts as many as 3,000 peo-
ple with deformed limbs who
come for screening.

He, however, added that
about 300 are operated per
each round, which, according
to him, adds up to not less
than 1,000 corrective surger-
ies for the four rounds so far.

Pitan pointed out that,
that of the total number of
people that turned out for the
screening, a significant
number are given clutches or
wheel chairs, leaving the oth-
ers with the option ofsurgery.

He stressed that the pro-
gramme is free, as the follow-
up treatment and care for
those successfully operated
upon are also free.

The commissioner, who
went round the wards to see
the state of some of those
operated upon under the pro-
gramme, also noted thdt eligi-
bility for the programme is free
and required no bureaucracy.
“The selection criterion for
eligibility for the programme
is for the person With a de-
formed limb to just walk out
of his house and come to the
screening centre,” Pitan said.

Ade Road.

They attacked members of
the rival group who were the
alleged aggressors in the
January 16 bloody clash
which claimed seven lives.
Ojajuni observed that the
quick response of a team of
anti-robbery policemen from
Ajah Division and Police
Mobile Force (PMF) to the

correction

Dr. Dolapo Fasawe, coor-
dinator ofthe programme who
spoke on the feat achieved so
far by the group of surgeons
and other medical experts
with the limb deformity cor-
rection programme, said 100
per cent success rate has
been achieved so far with no
case of death

“About 90 percent ofour
patients are discharged a day
after the surgery, some are
still under going follow-ups
while others are recuperating
very well. I must say it has
been without any case of fa-
tality so far,” Fasawe said.

scene of the clash pre\enu
the situation from dege:'
ing.

In another develop-
the police have arreste.l
membersofafive-man arm;
robbery gang responsibl.
the attack on two residei
of Mushin, Lagos dur
which three mobile hand
and N24.000 were stok

Briefing newsmen o
the success recorded b\
police, Ojajuni noted th i
two suspects, Gbe
Adebayo and Kaze.
Agunbiade, were arrest .\
ateam ofanti-robbery p
men, who were on p
along lyala Street, Mush1l
Sunday.

According to him, in:
diately the suspects we:
rested, two victims, A
Badmus and Akin
Slakino, both residentso \
36, lyala Street, Mushin ca
to Mushin Division, uf
they identified their a-
ants.

The three mobile hji
setsand N 24,000 were rev.
ered from the suspects
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Alhaji Gambo Magaji isthe secretary ofthe ANPP3 Board
nf Trustees (BOT). Aforma delegate to the defunct
National Confab, the astute politician discussed the
Nigerian situation. He decries the blame heaped on the
North and concludes, that the South can not continue to
intimidate tit North with oil re sources. He contends that
power must have to shift to the North. Commenting also
on the government's anti-corruption war, he said it is a
mere charade. He spoke to Political Editor, Emmanuel

Bello. Exceprts:-

T the last Trust
S " Dialogue the issue was

-&L thatofcoemption, and

the Economic and
Financial %: Crimes
Commission (FFCC)

Chairman. Malam Suhti
Ribadu clearly blamed
politicians, even as he
exonerates this government
ofcomplicity in corruption.
Doyou share his views?

Corruption exist in three
facts: spiritual, moral and
material corruption. EFCC is
only dealing with one level
of these. The material
corruption can not be
completely wiped unless
and until you deal with the
first two. The other
corruption stems out of the
spiritual corruption and
once you deal with it, you’re
getting to the root of the
matter.

Nuhu Ribadu, in his
limited resources has tried to
handle the physical
corruption, because he has
at least, instill fear (not
discipline) in the modus
Operandi of the public
sector. He needs to go into
the private sector as well.
But his success is limited
unless he deals with the

spiritual and moral
corruption.
Even the one he s

fighting he still has a long
way to go. He’s limited as
well. Take contracts for
example. Today, if you see
an advert, don’t ask for it,
don’t apply. This is my
experience. Ifyou do it, you
won’t get it because before
the advert is out, the
contract has been given out.
The surprising thing is that
when you go to the
Ministries, you will be
informed that the top
echelon has shared out the
contract even before the
advertisement. So what
happened to due process?
This is the material
corruption. But again, it is
the moral corruption that
has led to this.

How do you fight the
spiritual and moral
corruption ?

It is the leadership that
could begin to mop up that
sort of corruption. Credible
deadetail ip* fthat/. 1'-uscs
examples ijeleadiQo kiecfct®

that even Ribadu said it
openly, Ribadu i> doing his
best, but if the leadership is
not committed ticre is no
way the EFCC cg'T sucixvd.

Is the presid it out of
the other two types of
corruption? Is he spiritually
and morally uprk hi? That is
the question. Because Btiba
Galadima challenged Ribadu
to look into issues: One.
Buba Galadima challenged
him to find out what
happened to eight billion
dollars left when Gowon was
toppled. Two, to find out
who is constructing a
presidential villa at the
Mambilla Plateau. So these
are part of the problems of
corruption. We need a
leadership committed to
wiping out the stigma ofmoral
bankruptcy. A leader who can
say yes and stick to it or No
and do same. It has to do with
leadership and the sincerity
attached to the office. Ribadu
is doing his best, but so long
the leadership is not honest
in its fight against the
menace. But when you have
a leadership which says one
thing and does another, a
leadership that can not even
stick to the budget, you then
have a problem. It is a moral
burden. I don’t know why
anyone should present a
budget and then fails to
implement it.

You make a promise to
renege on the promise, that
isa moral problem.

Are you not satisfied
thatthe EFCC h isgone out
to arrest top members o fthe
government such as the
former IG ofpolice, a state
Governor and]J; inisters. Is
this not an imi-ation of
commitment?

Before ICPC aid EFCC,
there were other restitutions.
But because they were not
given the * necessary
supports, thr became
irrelevant. Infact, some ofthe
functions being performed
by the EFCC are duplications
of the other agencies. They
should be merged to stop the
duplications. At the moment,
you have fou agencies
doing the same thing. It is a
waste and a drain. Just
rationalizethem.

On the issue of Tafa
BalgtgptV/aftd -others, wel t
fine. But how. much of that

us what is happening. We
ought to know how many
governors have been
petitioned against and to
know what they-' have done
with them. Because | know
of certain governors who
have been petitioned against
every year. Many of them
and Ribadu is not telling us.
He should speak up to stop
all the rumours. NcxJ time,
you’ll see a newspaper report
saying so-so number of
governors have been
indicted. Itis up to Ribadu to
clarify these issues. He must
tell us how much he has
done. We ought to know.
People have sent petitions
and have complained about
certain governors, and
nothing is been done. This
is why some say the whole
thing is selective. If he wants
to remove the toga of
selectiveness, he should do

something about the
petitions.

Do you think the EFCC
boss can probe the
president?

He has a moral problem
here, because the president
appointed him. The only way
he can wriggle out of that
entanglement is to amend the
Act establishing EFCC and
make it responsible to the
National Assembly. Then he
can investigate anybody. But
the current situation where
his employer is the executive
he can’t do much and |
sympathised with him.

Southern leaders are
beginning to say that the
North prompted the current
build up of southern
opposition to the issue of
power shift. Do you agree
with their position ?

They -said North is
meeting in various fora.
W hat's wrong with that?
They failed to remember that
in 1967 when states were
created, Northern states
come under ICSA (Interim
Common Services
Agencies); the South
Western state and Lagos and
Mid-West; Rivers, Cross
Rivers and the South East.

Now because of ICSA,
the North learnt to move as
one entity. There were
common services: Bank of
the North, NNDC. When
more states were created,
th/i \ye,h*d thenQdUfj.gg?jjp
in the South West. The South

the
have

Up till today,
Northern states
common services. Because
the' common services
requires our meeting for
purely economic and social
purposes. Boat you can't
divorce politics from these
issues. No one ever
complained about those
meetings.

But because the North
has now rightly demanded
that power should shift to this
place , based on the
understanding reached, we

Alhaji Gambo Magaji
have all these drama. There
was an understanding which
came from PDP. We in the
ANPP also went along with
the agreement since the
clamour then was that the
North has dominated power
for years. We said, okay, let
it go down South for the
civilian slot.

The North was so
generous, so magnanimous
to allow for the power to
shift. We were concerned
about the unity and survival

.0f this country to the extent

we gave out the leadership
of this country on a platter
ofgold. And it is only fair for
the South to reciprocate, this
time to the North. But now
the South wants to keep the
power perpetually because,
according to them, the North
has held power for 35 years.

But if you look at it, the
North has not held power
alone. In the first republic it
was a coalition government
of NPC and NCNC. Tafawa
Balewa was killed and a
Southerner took over. Later
on, the soldiers disagreed
and a Northerner emerged.
A nddHs<ftoi)ti5ijued MP'IP #>0/
titper ap-o{he;r Ag>-tljuer/igj-_

NPP.too in the government.
When ihe government was
toppled, it was the military,
not civilians. The same"-
military continued until the
present dispensation

Now, the North did not
put the military in power. The
Military is a constituency of
itselfand in military practice

the leader of the coup leads
the government. No one
asked the southerners not to
lead a coup. Who prevented
them? It happened that the
Northerners were perhaps
more courageous and by
providence led coups and
become leaders: But the
North was not urging the
soldiers to take over. So they
should not be blaming us.
Take Governor Oyiniola
Olagunsoye who is also
blaming the North. Was he
not a beneficiary ofa military
coup? He was a military
governor. So should we say
because he was a military
governor he should not rule
as a civilian governor?
Should he vacate the Osun
state government house? So"
what applies to him should
be the same, even as when
he was a military
administrator and now
gov&rnor. The military is not
a Northern concept, so don't
blame us for the coups.
They should blame the
military, not the North. We are
talking ofcivilian regime and
in that situation the vote
cu+injs.vf f .-tfcey. T.in,*
c,onpituqT Ejyeni [y.

in the.North seas (when
oil is from) in the Un
Kingdom ruled Britain
have you ever heard

Scottish prime minister?
in Russia, the oil is in
North. How ''m
Northerners have i.
Russia? Oil has never :
the basis for political po

So, they should
fooling people in
country. It is not an iss:
resource that yOli-Wa-
control. This is tender*
So we should stop
parochialism, statism ar
rest of it

If they insist they

then we would ins:
they insist on
confederation, and 1
said it before, they sh>
please, for goodness
come out and tell us abo
Then we can use five >
to break it up peacefully
whole thing being heap,
the North: We are para-
we arc this and that, lazii
Who are more lazy? W
producing the oil? Is .
people themselves? Th.
is produced by for.
companies. Oil wealth al i
the world is national we.
not belonging to >
section. Ifthey wantton. - *
it a state wealth, fine! .o

Areyou saying the A >
is not threatened b\
confederal arrangement
which the region will hi,
no oil to live on?

The issue is simple
are talking a
confederation or whate m
is, you have to chang*
constitution. And when m J
beyond the constitutior
go for referendum. If
even want to break ur
nation, lets : go fc
referendum.

The truth is that w.
fed up and do not care .
if the nation breaks ur
are tired of being accus
everything in this coun
is too much. We can’tji
back and get accu'
abused for all the woes i
country asif we are the
people in this country,
are we not sharing
problem-and solving
together. Let’s us so!
together and stop al
blame game. But we an.
of being insulted
accused eveiyday.

Take South-Sout;
example. Their troub:
with their own leaders
squander all their alloc
It is not the fault ofthe N
It is their selfish leader
common man in the S
Soutji today, is pot

counterpths.,) 'Rpprse ﬁ .
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Inside Politics
M I\ GovBukarAoba'shurdenandtheANPPIn Yoo

ith all the talk, and

fears, ofathird term

in office for current
political office holders, Yobe
politics has begun to thicken
in preparation for 2007, as
politicians with eyes on the
Government House,
Damaturu throw the kite to
test the political waters.

The contest for governor
of the state may probably
turn out to be one ofthe most
complex and interesting in the
country, considering the
sheer number of people from
the two wiirapolitical parties,
namely the AIll Nigeria
People’s Party (ANPP) and
the People’s Democratic
Party (PDP), who have begun
to show interest in making
themselves available as
candidates.

While there is strength in
numbers in a democracy,
however, the numbers this
time might turn out to become
a burden for the state
Governor, Alhaji Bukar Abba
Ibrahim.

The Governor, who will be
completing his second term
in office in 2007, has now to
contend with the difficulty of
choosing who to support
from amongst several of his
key political allies, who have
shown interest in running for
governor under the umbrella
ofthe ANPP.

Not that there is a
problem in producing a flag
bearer for the party. The truth
is that the choice will not be
an easy one, considering the
intrigues and realities on
ground.

There are three senatorial
zones in  Yobe State
comprising 17 local
government areas, and Zone
A, the Governor’s own
senatorial zone, has
produced the governor since
1999. Politically, the next
candidate for governor in the
ANPP would then have to
come from either Zone B,
comprising o fPotiskum, Fika,
Fune, and Nangere local
government areas or from
Zone C, which consists of
Bade, Jakusko, Nguru,
Yusafari and Machina local
government areas.

Among the people
widely assumed interested in
running for governor under
the ANPP, three come from
Zone B, namely Senator
Mamman Ali (MAL), Alhaji
Baba Ba’aba, current
Secretary to the Yobe State
Government and the Deputy
Governor, Alhaji Aliyu Saleh
Bagare. In Zone C, two
persons are known to be
interested in running for
governor also under the
ANPP and these are Senator
| Usman Albishir and the party

IChairman, Alhaji Sidi
i Karasuwa.

All five possible
Icandidates are close

confidants of Governor Bukar
i Abba Ibrahim, except Senator
iMamman  Ali, whose
relationship  with  the
governor was said to have
taken a turn for the worse
jrecently, for reasons that are
i still largely unclear.

From Abdullahi Bego,
Regional Editor (North East)

differences between them, it
is as yet unclear who will
ultimately pick the ANPP
ticket between Senator
Albishir, seen widely as Bukar
Abba’s political godfather,

Governor Bukar Abba

Baba Ba’aba. current SSG and
the governor’s close
confidant, Bagare, who is
described as a loyal Deputy
Governor and Karasuwawho
heads the party in the state.

Daily Trust
investigations show that
while ANPP supporters in
Yobe State would weigh a lot
of factors in deciding who to
support among these
candidates, the Governor’s
influence cannot be
discountenanced, especially
considering the fact that, like
many of his governor
colleagues whose second
term tenure will end in 2007,
he would wish to ensure the
emergence of a close ally,
who will further and protect
his legacy and not desecrate
it.

So, is it going to be
Albishir for both Governor
Ibrahim and the ANPP
supporters in the State? It is
difficult to say. Senator
Usman Albishir representing
Yobe Zone C in the Senate is
a long standing politician and
businessman with extensive
contacts across the country.
He has established a
scholarship programme for
Yobe State students, which
has been upheld as a great
fillip to the education sector
in the state.

But Albishir carries a
public relations baggage that
can be a great burden to any
politician. He is seen by many
people, especially in his own
Nguru hometown, as a
Vnnitalit;t” whose main

else. Although he’s been in
the Senate since 1999, his
inability to influence the
federal authorities to effect
much-needed repairs on the
completely washed out
Nguru-Hadejia highway has
greatly irked his people, who
always use the road to travel

to Kano and other parts ofthe
country for their business and
social activities, and who are
generally wont to lampoon
him as ‘tight-fisted’. If
Albishir’s opposition should
begin from his own home
base, his task of galvanizing
support for a gubernatorial
project would be a hard one
indeed.

For Alhaji Baba Ba’aba,
who has been the SSG in
Bukar Abba Ibrahim’s
administration between 1992
and 1993 and since 1999
following the return of
democratic politics, the road
to Government House
Damaturu may be strewn with
even more potholes.

Clearly, Ba’aba is a
seasoned technocrat highly
versed in the inner workings
of government. But many
people say that he lacked the
political acumen and reach
needed to carry people along
in a gubernatorial campaign
that seems certain to be tough
and challenging. In addition,
the SSG has the general

refutation of being the
‘engine room’ of the
outgoing Bukar Abba

administration. For better or
worse, public perception of
the administration would bear
heavily in how he is received
by the people of the state.
The Deputy Governor,
Aliyu Saleh Bagare and party
Chairman, Sidi Karasuwa are
relatively less active public
‘quantities’than Albishir and
Ba’aba, but it is anybody’s
euess if they have the

All  these possible
candidates must have to take
into account the presence of
Senator Mamman Ali.
Relations between the
second time Senator and the
Governor Bukar Abba may
not be good at present but
MAL, as he is popularly

Abba lIbrahim, because he
had picked one of their own,
Aliyu Saleh Bagare as his
running mate. Now that
Bagare the Deputy Governor
may be inching to place his
candidature too, it would be
trite to say that his people are
certain to remain with him.

I ERVERS

Alhaji Baba Ba’aba, SSG Yobe State

known, is a political figure of
no mean standing in Yobe.

Like Albishir, Senator
Mamman Ali has also floated
a scholarship scheme under
the MAL Foundation and to
date, thousands of Yobe
State students have been
benefiting from the scheme.
His quite, unassuming
dispositions as well as the
scholarship scheme, among
other factors, have endeared
him to many people,
especially the youths in the
state.

While these are some of
his greatest political
strengths, tribal politics in the
senatorial zone where he hails
from could prove to be one
of his Achilles’ heels. Yobe
Zone B has one of the most
complex cultural mixes in
Yobe State. The Senator
comes from the Ngizm tribe,
which is predominant in the
Pataskum emirate. Other
tribes in the Zone B area
include Bolewa and Karai-
Karai. Although politics in
Yobe State is not completely
a function of which tribe a
candidate comes from, the
Bolewa are still unlikely to
root for Mamman Ali if they
have Baba Ba’aba, who isone
of them, as a candidate. It is
also the case with the Karai-
Karai, who have traditionally
demonstrated a ‘block-
voting’ tendency, where
ordinary Karai-Karai voters
were always mobilized by their
political elite to vote for one
single candidate of their
choice.

Clearly, the above
scenario may or may not be

the case. If it turns out to be
the case, it seems that the
three  possible ANPP

candidates from Zone B
would have to make do with
a ‘split constituency’ where
the votes may go in several
directions.

And this may be
Governor Bukar Abba’s
dilemma. It is true that the

ANPP would want to retain
the governorship position,
which can be filled with the
party’s candidate either from
Zone B or Zone C, according
to its political arrangement.
But what happens if
candidates from either ofthe
two zones were dogged by
separate political deficiencies
as to compromise the party’s
chances at the polls?

Daily Trust learnt that
senior stakeholders of the
ANPP in Yobe State have
begun discussions as to how
the various positions can be
harmonized to achieve the
supreme party objective of
forming the next
administration in the state.
These discussions would
certainly take time to achieve
a consensus, as the interests
eget more entrenched and the
stakes grow higher.

But one possible option

being discussed, our
correspondent learnt, is for
the ANPP to field a

‘compromise’ candidate if
any of the other candidates
previously identified could
not be made flag bearer ofthe

A, with the magnanimo..s
acquiescence of the other
Senatorial Zones, and aj
candidate who could apr™
to all the constituencies in the
state is picked and supporre m
to carry the party to the;
hustings.

Sources said that this
candidate could possibly be
Mallam Garba Maidug...
current commissioner ef
finance in the state. Maiduc..
had been a gubernaton.ilj
contender in 1999, and Uc
previously worked as a »
administrator in the state
service. He was also former
Chairman of Damaturu lov.i
government.

However, while Maiducu
himselfis widely regai v
very open and gene: as
politician, his critics sa
this disposition could prove
to be a costly weak point, if}
he allowed it to detract from
his attention to serious v
attend to issues.

Without doubt, these are
difficult choices that tie
ANPP in Yobe State must
address, because even ne
in the party knows that :ie
challenge from the ri\ al PDP
is certain to be formidahlt id
great.

The PDP is Yobe’s largest
opposition party. In both*
the 1999 and 2003 election t
was the biggest challenge' to
Governor Bukar Abb*;
Ibrahim’s ANPP, which
formed the government lIts
candidate in the 2003 p s
Alhaji AdamuWaziri ma\ 'till
return to contest the 2007
polls, according to sources,
although there are seleral
other persons who may also
.decide to ~contest -or
governor.

Although details are as
yet sketchy as to how the
PDP plans to organize itself
for the election, given the
split within its ranks w-ich
led to the formation of wo
rival leaderships in the state
currently, its capacity to use
its historical experience to re-
adjust itselfand to exph  in\
contentious issues withi- its
main rival, the ANPP cannot
be underestimated.

Still, the ANPP and indeed
the PDP may have spanners
thrown in their works he
alleged attemptofGo\enors
to support a third tcm in
office for themselves ir, he
President sails through

Without doubt. Govemori
Bukar Abba would ha\e no
hesitation continuing as
Governor, if the opportunity]
avails itself. On a number of
occasions in the past, the
Governor had spoken
ambivalently about third term,
saying President Obasanjo
had not said he want to
continue beyond 200" but
that if it is the wisn of
Nigerians that there s-ould
be a third term in office for
current political office holder,
so be it.

Complex issues in Yobe
politics which only time . *>uld
determine and tell. But all
said; politics is increasingly
becoming more ‘palpable’ as
the people of the state \ earn
for a person, any pers, aho

nan tnm thp fortunes L Lhc
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Can Nigeria
have female

?

| t docs not matter how
long you have been

married, but how happy
afe you during that period,
The moment you and your
partner becomes husband
and wife, both of you
shoulder the responsibility of
everything in the house.

Probably due to human
nature or lack of proper
upbringing some people
don’t respect their partner
instead they embarrass and
humiliate them. Thiscomes in
form of insult, scolding or
disparaging remark.

It is very wrong fora man
to shout at his wife or scold
her in the presence of her
children, friends, and
relatives, strangers, at his or
her work place or even in a
crowd. | mentioned men
specifically here because
most ofthem are fond ofthis
habit because women hardly
do such things.

Whenever your partner

K U

By Habiba Adamu

offends you the first tiling to
jo js t0 keCp calm. This is

because you may say or do
something you may regret.

Find a suitable time and
place, where both of you can
settle the matter amicably,

It has becomc a habit to
some couple to quarrel or even
fight in the presencc of their
children. This is bad because
by doing so you are instilling
bad habit on them,

The fact remains that
some women continue to
repeat the same mistake,

Remember that as the
head of the family and as a
man you are supposed to
respect your partner no matter
what. This shows your
sensibility and maturity. The
day will come when your
spouse will realise that you
respect her even her
shortcomings and whether
you are there or not she will
realise and appreciate you
more.

| >

Always bear in mind that
two wrongs cannot make a right
as the saying goes, therefore,
do not resort to embarrassment
and humiliation just because
you want to make your spouse
realise that she offended you.
You might changc her for
worst because as you
continue to embarrass her she
may revert to the same method
and this could end the marriage
or relationship.

Below are some tips by an
expert on relationship, Jennifer
Good, on how not to
embarrass your partner so as
to increase the love and
understanding between both
of you. A successful
relationship is a two way
compromise, so take note.

1 Never
your partner
M ost people in

relationships are usually
looking forward to returning to
that feeling you have when
you first fall in love.” From my
personal experience, the loss

of this feeling comes from
each partner losing the
respect they had for the other
when they first met.

Remember your patners
are not perfect, but that does
not mean they don’t deserve
your respect and love. Don’t
try to make your partner over
“too” better. You loved them
exactly the way they were
when you first met. Don’t let
time change that.

' 2. Never let your
partner disparage you
Personal integrity is

valuable asset. Lose that and
you lose your identity as a
being. Every one deserves to
be treated with value and love.
If you have a partner who

disparagdoes not respect you, talk to

them about it. Let them know
how you feel. If it’s not
something they are willing to
change, find some one else, ft
may not seem like it now, but
you will be happier in the long
run.

3. Keep your rom
alive

Contrary to p
opinion, romance does
exist. After some time
have to put in effort to
alive. It does not ha\
much. In fact, the
romantic people 1 know
take the time to do th.
things to make their part
special. Make acommit"
do something romantic at
every day. Remember. .
taking the time to reall
to how your partner’s d.
can be considered ronv

4. Always be honeM

Nothing can dan
relationship  more
dishonesty. In every u
honesty is the bestpolio 1
also means Don
yourself in situations y
the need to lie ah
Relationships are built on
Once broken, itisvery dit*
to rebuild. Avoid, at an>
falling into this trap.
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By Safiya I. Dantiye, Editor, TheHome From

Marrying for
wrong reasons

F or most people marriage is based on love apart from other
reasons like wealth, beauty, good behaviour and family
background. Even ifthe marriage turns sour at least you

knew you went into it for love. But surprisingly some people,

'Specially women go into marriagejust to be classified as married

women, and therefore, they cannot wait to get out of the

marriage. Ifthey have 3 child the more reason to get out of the
marriage and hope to marry for love in the future.

It is what I call marrying for the wrong reasons and itis also
very deceptive of such women. In other words they use the
men to achieve their own ends.

In any case, why do women endanger their happiness in
* |se marriage, so to say? One woman said that it was mainly
because such ladies want to get married at all cost, adding that
besides, their biological clock is ticking; therefore they are
frantic to have a child.

Two years ago | did not take it serious when one woman
told me that shejust wanted to get married, have a child or two
and getout ofthe marriage to take care ofher children. But with
recent events I am inclined to believe such a possibility. Are
women getting the last laugh, because it seems they are using
men and dumping them, as against what usually obtain where
men use women and dump them?

All the same, these women are very selfish because people
attend their marriage ceremony without knowing that it is a

"*staged’ marriage. If they knew that they were wasting their
time, most of them wouldn’t have attended.

A closer look may reveal that these women are under
pressure from their parents, relatives, friends and their
communities. Therefore they pretend to love any man that
comes their way even ifthey hate the sight of him. One ofsuch
young women married somebody below her status and later
blamed her mother for pushing her into the marriage, because
according to her, her mother insisted she should marry anybody.
Needless to say, she refused to stay with him after a few month,

jkaying that at least she has been married.

Friends who went into marriage earlier tend to put pressure
on :heir friends to also do so, some even look down on their
mates, feeling that they have attained a certain status, and
therefore, are beyond such unmarried mates. They also flaunt

“Friends who went into marriage
earlier tend to put pressure on their
friends to also do so, some even look down
on their mates, feeling that they have
attained a certain status, and therefore,
are beyond such unmarried mates. They
xsilso flaunt their husbands and children
to their unmarriedfriends. All these may
make them to marry just anybody. ”

their husbands and children to their unmarried friends. All
these may make them to marry just anybody

People hardly mind their business and either out of envy
or malice they always want to know who is married or not.

~his is more so if the young woman in question has attained
a high level of education or has a good job. *

One Mallam had once told his female students in aweekend
Islamiyya School that no matter how bad a marriage may be it
is better than not to be married even if the woman would be
the one to feed the family! It is as if it is the woman that is
marrying the man instead ofthe other way round. Any woman
that goes into a marriage knowing she will be the provider of
the family knows that the husband will treat her any how;
after all did she not love him enough or want to marry him to
accept to shoulder his responsibilities?

In spite of such pressures some women still persevere and
wait until they get the man of their choice, notjust anybody
for the sake ofjust being married. Marriage is meant for life, so
why should one go into it intending to be divorced later?

To me, marrying for the wrong reason is like committing
suicide, because how could you sacrifice yourself like that?
Besides, if the husband realizes that he is being duped and
you want to dump him after achieving your purpose, he may
refuse to grant you the divorce for months or even years.

Therefore, women should endeavour to marry for the right
reasons. As a friend once told me, every woman would
eventually get a husband Erm
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Some ofthe Key members ofthe childrens parliament at the children's New Yearparty, held currently at International

Conference Centre, Abuja.

Children and moral decadence

needs urgent
attention because its
consequences are

catastrophic. They
transcend political,
economic, health and
social domain. In all this,

the children suffer most.
The two schools of
thought, modern and
conservative moralists
have pondered upon this
subject repeatedly. They
have brainstormed,
streamlined, outlined and
strategise mechanisms to
curtail the tempo of the
moral erosion in our
societies. This moral
erosion is likened to the
fierce battle raging on
between virtues and vices.
Thus, everyday unfolds
new terrors and honours
of this invisible battle. This
is demonstrated in the way
people are acting vile and
adopting cannibal style.
Our children need to be
protected from bad moral
practices. Nevertheless,
for this campaign to be
successful, they need to
take the lead in defending
themselves from moral
decadence simply
because their attitude will
determine whether they
are prone to abuse,
exploitation and violation.
Moral decadence is
hard to tackle, as it is not

easily detected. It can be
perceived as the
negligence . or

By David Thoronka Banjul

abandonment of society’s
moral values, cherished
customs and beautiful
usages, which are
threatened with extinction.
In our case, the threat of
destruction of moral fabric
is so impending that urgent
measures are needed to be
taken to rescue the future

of young and innocent
generation. The children
are virtues, trapped

between the cross fire of
the battle between morality
and immorality.

Modern moralists
perceive morals as
dynamic, which evolve
rapidly to embrace new
emerging realities. They
argue that evolution of
morals is not sudden and
visible but is constantly in
motion. And for people to
live peacefully and happily,
they should be allowed to
choose the lifestyle they
wish to adopt. This affords
them the opportunity to
exploit their inherent rights
and liberty. They resent the
clause “moral decay.”
They believe that morality
is incorruptible and the
only way it can pass on is
by evolution to give room
for better morals to emerge.

Conservative
moralists, on their part
staunchly criticised
modem moralists.

They see *societal

values as cherished
treasures, which people
find hard to part with. If
that is the case, then it
rebuts the presumption of
the modernists who claim
that values are constantly
evolving. The immoral
upsurge in our society
should be solely blamed
on modern moralists. They
are accused of creating a
society where all morals
will be perceived as
acceptable, which will
eliminate the difference
between morality and
immorality. If this s
achieved then there will be
no distinction between
right and wrong, good and
evil. What a world it will
be if this happens?

When there is moral
sanity the population live
in peace, love and
harmony.

When people abide by
the moral decency left by
their ancestors, then
society will experience
progress, development
and prosperity. If society
lost its moral sanity, it will
experience the negative
sides of immorality as we
see on the beach.

However, we will
endeavour to examine
certain fundamental
morals, which are
threatened. Chastity was
once considered with
sacred respect. A girl was
expected to chaste until

she gets married. However
this is no longer the case
Very young girls lost
their innocence and some
are proud ofit. The issue of
boyfriend and girlfriend
amongst teenagers has
compounded the problem
Discipline and decent
dressing are other basic
morals, which have been
seriously affected by
modem moralist ideologies
Today, children are wearing
clothes that their parents
would not have
contemplated in their youth
such as short, transparent
and revealing dresses hale

come to fashion. Such
indecent and immodest
dresses create an

opportunity forachild to be
sexually abused or
exploited.

Children no longer use
certain etiquettes such as
‘thank you”’ ‘forgive me’ or'l
am sorry, when something
good is done or when
somebody is offended.

Polite vocabulary such
a please or excuse me are
almost eroded from their
minds. For us to protect the
moral public of our nation,
children should take the
lead. They should not be
porous to all modern
theories for some are self-
destructive which will in
turn be destructive to the
nation.

Culled
allafrica.com

from
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HTVANDANTIRETORMRALDRUGS

Please provide some information to me about HIV drugs
Someone living with HIV/AIDS

~TT 'WIV drugs also called Anti retro viral drugs are drugs

r —y taken mainly to suppress the multiplication of HIV
JL -M- virus within the white blood cells, to help avert more
destruction of white blood cell (CD 4 cells) which are
responsiblefor providing protection to the body.

The drugs are not "eliminating or killing the virus, but
reversing or stopping the process o fmultiplication. There is
an indication for using the drugs, even if someone has the
infection, is not automaticfor thatperson to commence using
the drugs. Theyard stick is to measure the level o fCD4 cells
count, which in some centres, ifthe count is below 50(1/ cubic-
merer or others use below 300 cubic meters as ayard stick.

Some of the drugs are protease inhibitors such as
saquinabirrs and reverse transcriptase inhibitors such as
zidobudine, lamivudine and nevirapine. An infected person
with HIV and low level ofCD 4 cells as mentioned above will
be taking the drugs on daily basis, till when the CD4 cell
count lias risen to an appreciable and tolerable level.

W hatiswindow period?

M 'mlease. Doctor, can you shade more light about
m  windowperiod, because | attended a workshop recently
M in Abuja, where we were taught about it, but I still

don 7 understand it
Thanks a lot
Muhammad Ali

TTndowperiod is usually between 6 weeks to 6 months
f/l/and that depends on the immune status of that
f f individual. It is a period when the body that is

infected with HIV, will develop antibodies against the virus.
Somepeople s bodies take some time to develop the antibodies.
During the window period ifan HIV test is conducted (Elisa
test) ,itisgoing to reveal negative even iftheperson is infected
with the virus, because at that time his/her body has not

developed the antibodies that the test will identify.
discussion on safe period; please I will like to know
which approach is more dependablefor preventing

pregnancy.
Khairullah Kaduna

Re: What is safe period?
rom your last edition ofyour column, | read a

As Imentioned last week Safeperiod is the time when matured
egg is releasedfrom the ovary and enters into thefallopian
tube to waitfor a matured sperm for fertilization and
implantation. That period is in the middle of the menstrual
cycle, assuming theperson has a regular menstrual cycle. I1fa
woman has a 28 days menstrual cycle, it means that on 14"
day, that is her expected ovulation period and a range is
provided, two days before and two days after.

Using safe period as a means o fcontraception has a lot of
failure rate because, some women dont have regular menses
and others still get the calculation wrong.

Other reliable methods are:

1 Use oflntrauterine Contraceptive devices (IUCD)
2. Use o finjectables
[3. Use oforal contraceptive pills

4. Use o fcondom

Before you make a decision on what to use, please visit a
family planning clinicfor a proper counselling and making
an informed choice.

Please reproduce your write up on Hair Loss
am a regular reader ofyour column, and sometime about
twoyears ago, you did a write up on Hair Loss and / am
experiencing similarproblem and did all my bestto trace

the edition but to no avail. Please can you reproduce such

write upfor the benefit ofyour readers?
Blessing from Combe

oss o fhair, also c\alledAlopecia requires detailed history
taking, cardfu( scalp examination and complete
physical examination. Examination should enable
confident diagnosis.
There are two type hair losses
Non Scarring type,;this is the type that easily regenerates
ai d can respond to topical or intra lesional steroid This type

is classified into fwo
su, /licc /niinpfl tn nnt? nr&si)

yust

H

O m e

Women are actively involved in HIV/AIDS campaign,
hair)

3. Fungi Infection

Diffuse type (hair loss covers wide area)

1 Nutritional problems, (like deficiency with vitamin
E and others)

2. Diabetes mellitus

3. Postpartum (just after pregnancy)

4. Hypothyroidism or Hyperthyroidism

Scarring type (it hardly regenerates)

Localized

1. Idiopathic (unknown cause)

2. Infection with herpes zoster

Diffuse which is cause by Radiotherapy and a condition
called Discoid Lupus Erthromytosis.

Other causes among women would be mycotic lesion (it is
possible that dandruff may cause the loss hair and equally
the anti dandruffagent may abet the loss)

Drugs such as cytotoxic drugs for treatment o f cancer,
anti thyroid drugs and also oral contraceptives.

Investigations will be tailored towards doing full blood .
count, ESR, urea and electrolyte, thyroidfunction test, liver y

function test, hair pluck test. |1 will advise you to visit your
physician to assess your condition in line with some of the
likely causes itemized above and other relevant techniques
and investigation.

Small male organ; my dilemma

‘am in my mid thirties and /feel embarrassed to approach

a woman for a relationship. Myproblem is that / have a

small male organ .1 need solution to this problem to
enable me have a normal sexual life and can my organ be
enlarge?

Aminu Bala.

gvill like to tell you that nothing stops you from leading

and having a normal sexual relationship with a small

male organ. Yours is not thefirst, as many people are also
having small organs and still able to many and reproduce. It
all depends on your stamina. Allyou need to do is to identify
a woman that you love and vice versa, understanding and
caring and settle down with.
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enhance erection, not the size. | will not discourage you &
visitsuch outfits, but be careful so thatyou will not be cheated

Normally, male organ, as someone settles down in
relationship, will increase in size, due to muscle hypertroph
(increase in size) although people may not really appreciate
that increase. Be selfmotivated and carry on with your liji

My advice toyou is to wait untilyou are married and st.
whetheryou are capable ofreproducing or not. For now in
and accept the way you are and go into a relationship wi >
an open mind.

A s pregnancy progresses, the womb (pregnant uteru
/ 1 presses on the urinary bladder and that creates a bach
L A pressure and it presents with increase in urinar
frequency and even after evacuation, some urine will rema
and still lead to urgency to pass urine. That is norm .
however, some women used to develop what is callL
gestational diabetes during pregnancy and that also car
present with urine frequency. The way to differentiate the t m
mentioned problems is to explain toyour obstetrician dm .>
antenatal visits.

HIV/AIDS and Kissing

r M lie risk attach to getting HIV infection due to kiss >_
I is minimal, but however, ifkissing result to bruising
the oral mucosa (mouth) and exchange of bio
between the partner, there is the tendencyfor the HIV vim
get absorbed through the damage capillaries (bruised ai”

Pregnancy and frequent urination
am about 8 months pregnant. Of recent I am having
frequent urination day and night andfind it difficult to
sleep well. Thanks and God bless
Florence, Jos

n someone be infected when kissed by an HP
infected person that is not having boils on his/h
mouth?

m Usman Abubakar

You mhv have comeueroSs a lot oi adverts that sav malei Write in confidence to healthintorqctiye(whotmail.com o
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“huge number ofour

men and women

tarting from
adolescence-or even as
early as age 12 suffer from
acne. Unfortunately each of
these victims is often too
quick to resort to self
medication. This
phenomenon has given rise
to the increase of so-called
acne medication in our
chemists. The truth is 50%
of the solution to acne
prone skin is within the
reach of the victims if only
he or she will adhere to
these simple rules.

Keep your hands off
your face: Your hands, after
touching so many things,
opening the door, picking
up a bag, things we do
everyday, are covered with
bacteria. The last thing you
want is to put those bacteria
on your face. Touch your
face often with your hands,
or worse still, pick those
pimples with your fingers
and you will see the
pimples multiply

Keep your hair offyour
face: 1fyou have oily skin,
you probably have oily hair.
Oily hair brushing against
your face adds to the oil. Oil,
sweat and skin debris are a
great way to clog the pores
inyour skin, leading to more
pimples. If you notice
pimples appearing on your

T he

Beauty t

forehead, or your check and
chin, typically where your
hair might brush against,
your hair could be the
culprit. Wear a hair-band,
use hair clips to keep your
hair offyour face, tie it into
a pony tail, or get a hair cut.

Wash your face 3 times
a day with good acne
cleaner: 1got that tip from
a doctor. | washed my face
when | wake u >in the
morning, at lunch time and
at bedtime wirl a cleanser
that is meant tor skin that
has acne. M> skin cleared
when | stuck to the routine
and used only skin care
products meant for skin
with acne. A bar of soap
meant for washing your face
does the trick just as well.

Stick to acne skin care:
Every time | stray from the
point, I always end up with
a major acne outhreak.
Every time | see my pals with
exceptionally radiant skin, |
want to use whatever they
use, lwould switch to richer,
anti aging skin care as a
preventive measure, worried
about wrinkles appearing
when | get older. That
backfires every time, | end
up with more pimples. Stick
to good acne skin care
products.

The art and

style 0

makes a
om an
'imelessly
beautiful?

Why does an immortal
beauty have great style?

Princess Diana, Julia
Roberts, Gwyneth Paltrow,
Naomi Campbell, Lucy Liu,
Jackie Kennedy Onassis,
Isabelle Adjani, Marilyn
Morroe name a few. are
so irresistible to men and
envied by women the world
over.

They are great beauties.
More importantly, they have
:great style. Over the
centuries, women have
sought to be beautiful.

To be beautiful means to
have confidence arid self-
esteem, strength  and
intelligence, good grooming
and good health. And most
importantly, to be truly
beautiful, is, to have grpat
| T el u o si

heauty

style.

Style is a potent thing to
have.

Style commands respect,
attention, and adulation.

Even when a woman is
not beautiful in the classic
meaning ofthe word, a style
lifts her above the rest.

Style is not just about
beauty, wealth or even
keeping up with the latest
fashion.

Style is intrinsic to a
woman's knowledge of
herself, her ability to develop
an image that is truly hers,
being brave and daring
enough to project that image.

No matter who you are,
where you live, and no
matter what your budget is -
you too can be irresistibly
beautiful.

You too can have great

style.

Culledfrom wwM’ angel
fire.com "~ - M
Qi AT HLT J oM<
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Relax: Did you notice
how pimples tend to appear
more before a stressful

Acnefreeface

@) n
A bout this powder
puff thing, make it
apointto wash your
powderpuffand all your make
up brushed regularly, with
soap and water. Then dry
them completely before you
keep them. Guess that would
make itan 8" tip right?

Oily, acne prone skin
needs a lotofcare. The bright
side is that oily skin is slower
to show signs of aging than
dry skin. Take care of your
skin and you will probably
look younger than your peers
as the decade go by.

Many adolescents suffer
from acne. However, adults
also suffer from acne. People
begin to suffer from acne from
as early as 11 years old and
many do not get rid of the
problem even as they enter
adulthood. With so many
people suffering from acne, it
is hard to know how to treat
it. Acne care has come a long
way inrecentyears. There are
many different ways to go
about acne care, so let us
discuss them to see which
form of acne care is best for
you.

The truth about acne care
is thatueveryone is different

t h

event? Pimples can alsc
pop up due to hormonal
imbalances, like just before

e U S €
and not all acne care methods
are right for everyone. Many
people have acne caused by
various reasons. Some is
hormonal, others by stress.
Other people have acne
because of hereditary
reasons. Some people just
have poor eating and
cleansing habits. Each of
these reasons can cause
acne, so now that you know;
you can start trying to treat
it.

The first partofyour acne
care regiment should involve
your lifestyle. You should
always wash your hands and
avoid touching your face
where the acne is. Cosmetics
should be avoided as many

;e acne breakout. You
shouldlalso eat properly by
avoiding eating greasy and
salty food. You should also
wash your bed linens
frequently and your hair each
day as well.

Many people with acne
often think they should wash
their face several times a day.
However, most doctors
recommend that you only
wash your face once in the
morning and once at night.
Washing your face too often

Friday, January 27,
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your period.
Sleep: Your skin heals
itselfwhen your sleep. Your

o ff P o

can irritate it further. You
should also be sure to use a
mild soap to wash so that you
don’t irritate your face.

Several types of over the
counter acne care treatments
can be used. There are some
in the forms of astringes,
soaps, face washes, and
creams that you leave on your
face. These acne care
products are products that are
usually made ofsalicylic acid,
sulphur, or Benzoyl peroxide.
Some ofthese can make your
face worse if your skin is
sensitive, so be careful.

For those of you with a
severe acne problem, you
should see a dermatologist.
The dermatologist can then
prescribe you an oral or
topical acne medication. Most
doctors prefer for you to use
a topical acne care treatment.
Side effects are common so
be careful when going this
route. Be sure to report any

side effect to the
dermatologist.
Benzoyl peroxide is

probably the common acne
fighting ingredient found in
over the counter topical gels,
creams and ace washes. This
chemical mixture can be fairly

Bn >
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entire body heals in
your sleep. A night
sleep may lead to r
pimples. Make it a iab’'
leave your worries u
and get a good
sleep. Work out earl <
the day; get some e\.r.
before evening. It he P’
Stay away from pre"
powder compact: \
hear me right. | got :hi>
from a friend. Her tn.
used a pressed po m
compact to hide he-
Instead, the more sk
it the worse it got. B
day, your skin getsoi N
take the powder comp
and use that powder p
apply pressed pov
your face. Now, you: m
would already have
bacteria and oil on
you with that powde-
and now that puffpuv
the dirt, bacteria and
You put it back i
compact. The bade
happily bred in ther.
you take out the comp
again and pat more p« *
mixed with oil, dir
bacteria onto your fa.
picking up more gun*
putting in more gur* -
your compact. Th.
goes on. Abetter be'
be to use blotting p.m.
blot off the exci-
instead. Then you
throw the paper aw.:
use.

w d e r

effective topically in
very mild acne in my or
but it doesn’t work
of more severe acne
usually related to h
imbalances or high
levels. This more se\e
“deeply rooted” cysti
acne is much more st
and usually requires .
aggressive oral tren
aimed at calming hon
and cleansing the ski:
the inside.

Benzoyl peroxid.
solution that acts
antibacterial agent, a ;.
prevent further infec:
growth or acne cy>t
pustules. Neutrogen.
spot treatment gel h.
out blemish, and se<
keep it fonn reformin_

bel

head effectively
drawbacks to Be:
peroxide are: incr.
redness and irrit
excessive dryness
flaking.

Many times the--,
effects override the be
since dry, flaky, red 4
look just as bad if not
than the acne itself!

Courtesy: Africas
and beauty magazine
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T he whole world stood
still, so to speak, when
Africa’s first femal?

president was sworn in on

Monday, January 16,200'

the president ofLiberia.'

historic event raised hot s

about the possibilitie of

female president in r.|r

African countries, ft : the

immediate questio- when

watching the unprecedented
inauguration was, <an Nigeria
also have a female president?

Mallam Sa’adu, a
businessman, expressed
optimism for such a

possibility, according to him;
things are changing in the
world. He noted. “Besides,
women would not be
involved in fraud like men.

B ut M r.

A udu,

th ough a

president
for Nigeria

men may n

January 27,

cautioned

may be
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fcy Safiya I.Dantiye

And they are more diligent,
therefore | would welcome a

fcmak president in Nigeria.” .

Even though men seem to
have failed, they should be
given more time, said Mr.
Umar who works in an oil
company. He pointed out that
women cannot run affairs of
the country, saying that
Nigeria is not Liberia.

As for Mrs. Jennifer, a
teacher, itis high time we have
a female president. She cited
the examples of Professor
Dora Akunyili, the Director-
General of NAFDAC, and
Mrs. Ngozi Okojo-lweala, the
Minister of Finance as

Solom on
th at
fem ale
good
, Nigerian

ot support

that, because according

to him , the

challenged

woman to

\Women:

TIR TPmen are saddled
with  the sole
responsibility to

run the home affairs, they see
to the welfare of the husband
and children, and everybody
else in the household. The
husband’s food should be
warm and ready when he
wants it and the children can
always rush to their mothers
with one demand\complain or
the other. In other words, the
wife or mother can always be
counted on to provide
succour in the home.

But because women work
in offices or have businesses
or even with nothing doing,
they are delegating their
responsibilities oftaking care
of their children and their
husbands to their house girls.
Therefore, what are the
consequences of this neglect
by women?

Mrs. Anna, a career
woman admitted that the
several hours women spend
st work affect their foremost
. 3k; -s ewlvscsjjtr.d mothws,,

rule

y will fe el
for a

them . ”
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achievers and a clear
indication that a woman
could become a president
and do a good job.

n g

possibility on gender
performance, not as a male
chauvinist, reiterating that
the performance of Professor

Dr. Sarah Jibril, presidential candidate in 2003 election.

“We need the support of
the men and it is a great task
because Nigerian men don’t
seem to think we can do it,
they would rather we are kept
atthe background. Butwe will
achieve it one day”, she
added.

Mohammed Bello, a
journalist, stated that he
would support such a

Dangersinne

By Sa'adatu Ovosi

home they make the house
girls serve food to their
husbands, which she said,
may not portend well for the
wives.

“Such women don’tknow
that they are digging their
own graves by literally
throwing the house girls at
their husbands. Some men
have affairs with the house
girlsor even marry them, apart
from that, women should
crititally scrutinize their
children’s behaviour when
they are at home, because
thrArmay be learning bad
habits from the house girl.”

In order to avoid a
situation where her husband
may have affair with her
house girl, Mrs. Rosaline
Icha, stopped having house
girlsdespite the fact that she
has the means of paying
them. According to her the
disadvantage ism A ¢ thm th~
advacti, , ;. i
a God
can tole a

with wvr

finding comfort in the house
girl.

Mrs. Rosaline, explained
that some women become too
engrossed in their work that
they don’t tend to notice what
is happening around them,
usually when it is too late that
they would find out their
mistake. One woman, she
said, would leave the house
girl to serve breakfast and
dinner, even lunch on
weekends, in fact the
husband became so attached
to the house girl that if he
needed anything he would
ask the house girl even if the
wife was around. It was only
when the house girl became
pregnant that the woman
realized what was going on.

Since women chose to
neglect their responsibilities,
they should be brave to face
the consequences,
admonished Mr. Lawal
Umaru saying that women
h;ive ii:<isted on working like

Dora Akunyili and the like
have proven that they could
do thejob. He also maintained
that Nigeria, has been ruled
by men, and that the men
should give women a chance
torule, emphasising, “men are
not courageous any more,
men have failed.”

In spite of his optimism,
Mohammed Bello, pointed

lecting responsi

care of their husbands’ needs
and their children’s too.
“Some of these women
look down on their husbands,
feeling too big or important to
even serve them water.
Though no matter, what I don’t
approve of men having affair
with their house girls, such
action is to the extreme, after
all ifyou mustdo it, there other
girls outside?”, he maintained.
On the consequences on
children, Mr. Lawal stated that
some children become wild,
because their mothers are not
around to monitor their
activities and they may not

take corrections from thg,
4

house girls.

Hajiya Maimuna, a house
wife and mother of two, said
even though she is a full time
house wife she used to
delegate her responsibilities to
her house girls, until she
noticed her children’s
upbringing had changed for
the worse. She added that, she
jlso Dobserved that her
husband didn’t like th> house

FIront

out that the 30 per cent
affirmative action women are
calling forwould not be to their
advantage, because it will
eikKxnuage them to contest;
they would become less

competitive, it Will lessen their’

strength and therefore
diminishes the good of
politicking.

Nigeria cannot have a
female president for years to
come, because our society is
not as organized as that o f the
L.iberian in spite of being in
civil war for years, according
to Mallam Nasir AbdulAziz, a
civil servant. He maintained
that Nigeria needed a tough
man for a president because
the political scene is too
chaotic for a woman until
things stabilised. He; also
dismissed the idea thet

women like Mrs. Gttconjo

4weala could do the job. *_

“Having onfy managed a
fraction of the institution that
made up Nigeria does not
qualify them to manage the
country, we need tough men
for now,” he said.

Women are more
compassionate and therefore
less likely to be involved in
thuggery and political
assassination, noted Mrs.
Halima, a business woman.
The compassion, she said,
would therefore make them
embark on people oriented
programmes that will help the

and a mother.

Greed, negligence and
laziness are what make women
neglect their marital
responsibilities, according to
Mallam Abdullahi Salisu.
Explaining further, he said
women are too husy
acquiring wealth, some do
multiple jobs to the detriment
of their homes, by so doing
neglect their homes.

He blamed men for their
laxity, saying that they should
be firm in saying what they
want or whatought to be right.

“Mywifewill notdareallowa »

Sbtrsegirltoserveme'fbNiff

is around, women do.nuje

that these things they

'neglect as unimportant as

they seem, are the things that
draw them closer to their
husbands,” he noted.

Mrs. Sarah Peter, an
accountant and a mother of
four, said that she kept a
house girl not for the fun of it
but to take care of the
children and tid> up the house
from Mohdav to Friday, while

h nestn
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poor people. She therefore
called on men to support
women based on their ability
to hold the highest position
in the country and not to feel
threatened mby the women.

“But it is going to be
difficult, because our men are
not used to it, some still see
women as inferior to men,”
she lamented.

Asked if women "would
support their fellow women,
judging by reports that
women don’t support fellow
women politicians and some
would do everything to
undermine them. Mrs. Halima
explained that it might be
because of the belief that a
woman cannot do well in
leadership position, even the
womenbelieve it. With more
awareness, women will rally
behind their fellow women
instead ofdisparaging them,
she noted. S

But Mr. Solomon Audu,
cautioned that though a
female president may be
good forNigeria, Nigerianmen
may not support that,
because according to him,
they will feel challenged for a
woman to rule them.

“By the way, | think we
need that change, the men are
trying to disintegrate the
country by having regional
associations all clamouring
for the presidency in 2007 in
the so-called power shift.
Therefore, a female president
may bring positive changes
to Nigeria,” he added.

Dilities
work.

She, said she goes to work
by 8 am and comes back by 8
pm very tired and therefore
could not do house chores
but only to sleep early in
preparation for the next day.

“Iwake up very early and
prepare breakfast, bath the
children, drop them at school
before seven thirty and
proceed to work. But I try as
much as possible to make up
to be with them at the
weekend,” she added.

Grace Daniel, a student
and a house wife with two
kids stated that leaving the
Jiousehold chores to a house
girl was tiol because of
neglect, but necessity. Apart
from beinga student, she said,
she also has a shop which
makes her very busy and she
had no choice but to employ
a house girl to take care ofher
children.

“With my busy life I need
a house maid so | can have
“my time” where | can relax
for an hour or so. Delegating
responsibilities to hou&e girls
isrisky but I need them and |
trv to do what 1enn "' ¢
careofmv familv.'’sh. itdt- 1
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NIGERIAN EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH AND
DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL

INMTATIONTOA

WORSHP ON STRATEEAIC ALANNING FOR HOUCATIONAL

BACKGROUND

The Nigerian Educational Research and Development Council (NERDC) is a Parastatal of the Federal
Ministry of Education established in 1988 by an enabling decree >0.53 (now Act 53). This Act gives
NERDC the mandate to provide the required building blocks for strategic planning, research and
development that will guide the formulation and effective implementation of related educational
development policies in Nigeria

Educational development efforts, at all levels, in Nigeria have not been supported by a well thought
out Strategic Plan. This has rendered the full attainment of targets in the sector a wide dream. It is not
enough to formulate a National Policy on Education (NPE): the completeness is to prepare sustainable
short, medium and long range Strategic Plans for educational development.

There does not exist at the moment any widely accepted by consensus strategic plans for educational
development either at the Federal, State or Local levels. The absence of a strategic plan is compounded
by lack of common consensus among professionals, practitioners and other critical stakeholders on
the focus and direction educational development should follow. Thus, it is often difficult to identify
and agree on priorities which would have led to systematic planning and development in line with
global reforms.

The current culture of reforms within the NEEDS context and the Millennium Development Goals
calls for the need to identify short, medium and long range development priorities in education at
Federal, State and Local levels. This process should also be grass-roots driven in order to broaden the
process of planning and policy formulation. There is therefore the need to impart the skills of
strategic planning for educational development on the critical operators at Federal, State and Local
Government levels. This is the core rational underlying this Workshop being organized by the Siberian
Educational Research and Development Council as part of its contributions to Government reform
initiatives.

OBJECTIVES OF THE WORKSHOP
Participants will be exposed to skills for Strategic Planning for Educational Development. Specifically,
this will cover the following:

1. Analysis of the current status of educational development.

. Identification of the gaps in policy implementation in the development context.

3. Identification of development priorities in the NEEDS context.

4. Presentation of broad strategies of implementation that should drive development efforts
for various levels.

5. Preparation and adoption of Medium Term and Long Term Strategic Plans for Educational
Development ( SPED) frame work.

6. Preparation of next Steps of Action

TARGET PARTICIPANTS

Federal Ministry of Education.

National Universities Commission

Universal Basic Education.

National Commission for Colleges of Education.
National Library of Nigeria

Teachers Registration Council

National Commission for Nomadic Education
National Commission for Mass Literacy, Adult and Non-Formal.
National Teachers Institute.

Education Trust Fund.

Joint Admission and Matriculation Board

National Board for Technical Education.

National Technical and Business Education Board
National Institute of Nigerian Languages

National Institute for Educational Planning and Administration
Nigerian French Language Village

Nigerian Arabic Language Village

WAEC

NECO.

National Mathematical Centre.

Director Department of Education, FCT.
Executive Chairman Universal Basic Education
States Ministries of Education

State Universal Basic Education Boards

National Union of Teachers

Professional Associations

National and International Development Partners
NGOs

NERDC will provide support for:
* Resource Persons
¢ Special Guests
« Training Facilities
« Lunch
m Snacks
« Participants are not expected to pay any Course Fee but will cater for their accommodation and
transportation.
*
Eminent Resource Persons include:
1. Prof Nicolas Nwagwu, President, Nigerian Academy of Education.
2. Prof. Placid Njoku, National Universities Commission
3. Prof. Owoicho Akpa. Director, Academic Planning. University of Jos
4. Prof. U.M.O. Ivowi, Former Executive Secretary, NERDC.

VENUE: NERDC Conference Centre, Lokoja- Kaduna Road Sheda, FCT Abuja. Duration: 2nd & 3rd
February, 2006 (Two working Days)
Time: 9.00 am Daily

The Honourable Minister of State for Education, Arc. Halima Tayo Alao, will declare the Workshop
open while Prof. Pai Obanya will deliver the Key Note Address.

For further information, please contact:

Mrs. S. A. Oroge
Director of Policy and Programmes
Office of the Executive Secretary 0802313 53 38; 09 8822202; 09 8822204

SIGNED
PROF. GODSVVILL OBIOMA
EXECUTIVE SECRETARY

Pursuant to the reforms inthe transportation sector embarked upon by th
Federal Capital Territory Administration, the Abuja Leasing Company Limit-
(ALC), the managers of the Abuja Green Cabs scheme is desirous of expan
the fleet of the Abuja Green Cabs (TaxiS.

In this regard, ALC invites Expression Of Interest (EOI) from interested pers
and institutions to participate as operators under the Abuja Green Cabs S

OBJECTIVE

The purpose for this advertisement isto invite interested operators, driver
owners to register their interest to participate in the scheme. The registrar
form the basis for providing assistance and support for operators in the sc

ELIGIBILITY TOEXPRESS INTEREST

To qualify for this scheme, applicants are required to provide evidence oft!
following:

Professional experience as drivers, owners or operators.
Currentdriver’s license and registration with associations or unions.

Ability to read and write, and have a reasonable command of English
language.

Provide evidence of financial capability to invest a minimum of N350,0001
(three hundred and fifty thousand naira only) inthis venture and meet th*
monthly repayment following a Lease agreement.

Individual applicants must be at least 25 years of age.

Demonstrate a strong commitment to the development of transportati:
system inthe FCT.

7. Exhibit capacity to manage and maintain the motor vehicle/s.

METHOD OFAPPLICATION

EOI forms are obtainable after the payment of a non refundable fee of N6,
500.00 (Sixthousand five hundred naira only). Bank draft from Standard Tru:-
Bank/UBA First Inland Bank payable to Abuja Leasing Company Limited.

SUBMISSION OFAPPLICATION j

Applications must be delivered to Abuja Leasing Company Limited not later
than 14 days from the date of this publication:

The Managing Director/CEO
Abuja Leasing Company Ltd.

3% Floor, Tofa House

Plot 770, Central Business District,
Abuja-FCT,

Attention: Tunji Toiani.

Application shall be duly evaluated and only those considered to have met tr
minimum criteria shall be contacted for further screening. Persons that had
undergone training under the Abuja Green Cabs scheme are encouraged to
apply. *

Please note that this application is only to Taxi Drivers/owners/operators. Also,
paymentcan be made eitherin cash or by bank draftto Abuja Leasing Company
Limited.

Friday, January 27, 2CW’
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Attahtasks
conmuNities on
Security of projects

C ommunities that ex-
hibit laxity in security
and preservation of

projects within theirdomains

in Akwa Ibom State should
jconsider themselves dis-
qualified for any meaningful
:government assisted projects
in the future. >

This was made known re-
cently by the Akwa lbom
State Governor, Arc. (Obong)
Victor Attah, while commis-
sioning nine projects ex-
ecuted by Inter-Ministerial
Direct Labour Committee at
Essien Udim local govern-
ment area of the state.

The state governor, who
was represented by Commiis-
sioner of Agriculture, Dr.
Trenchard Ibia, said rather
than lose the hard earned
projects to thieves and un-
scrupulous elements, commu-
nities should form vigilante
groups in affiliation with the
police for protection and pres-
ervation of the projects.

He said that in order to
have an uninterrupted water
supply, communities that
benefit from mini-water
projects should generate
fund for the servicing and
maintenance of generators,
and that waiting for the gov-
ernment was an indication
that such communities were
not capable of maintaining
the projects.

“The benefiting commu-
nities should however, not
see the facilities as govem-

Maku

espite came the way
of residents of
Makurdi, the Benue
State capital and its environs,
yesterday, with several hours
ofrain, blowing cool breeze.

The rain which covered a
large area within the state,
particularly in Makurdi and
other major towns of Otukpo
and Gboko, first fell twice be-
fore day break. While the first
down pour lasted for about
an hour, beginning from
11pm of Wednesday and
ending about past 12am of
yesterday. The second which
stated one hour later, lasted
till about day break before it
ceased.

While the down.pour
was heavy in Makurdi and
adjourning areas the distant
towns ofOtukpo, Gboko and
Katsina-Ala only witnessed
drizzles which were however,
accompanied by several
hours ofwind which blew in
dust and dirt from all areas.

In Makurdi, residents

From Edet Ekanem, Uvo

ment projects per se, but they
should embrace them as
theirs and protect them from
theft and vandalisation. The
benefiting communities
should liaise with the police
intheir areas to form vigilante
groups in order to protect the
facilities," he said.

In his remarks, the head
ofcouncil ofEssien Udim, Mr.
Peter Okon Ekere, thanked the
state government on its effort
to better the condition of life
of the rural people through
the provision of necessary
amenities in the area.

He said in addition to
what state government has
done, he has also provided
borehole water, graded roads
and the enthronement of
peace in the area, while prom-
ising to do his best in the pro-
tection of the projects com-
missioned.

He also appealed to state
government to continue in its
good works to provide other
amenities that are lacking in
the area.

Speaking in an interview
with Daily Trust, the PDP
chapterchairman ofthe area,
Mr. Anietie Udo. lauded die
efforts of the stale govern-
ment for bringing dividend o f
democracy to those at the
grassroots and pledged his
readiness and willingness to
assist in the proper handling
ofthe project.

From HirJoseph,
| Correspondent. Makurdi \

who hitherto slept outdoors
as a result of extreme heat
which took the place of har-
mattan, yesterday, slept in-
doors against the cold wind
that blew in throughout the
period it lasted.

Residents spoken to said

Daily Trust

Prof. Albert Ozigi saying the opening prayer at the 3dAnnual Trust Dialogue held in Abuja...recently.

Pix: Kennedy Egbooo.

\Water now flows In Gombe

N ombe State governor,

m  "wAlhaji Muhammad

Danjuma Goje, has

test run the Gombe Township

Water Supply Scheme on

Wednesday, putting to end

decades of shortage of por-

table water supply to Gombe
town and its environs.

The governor said the
multi-billion naira project
meant to supply water to the
state capital and 15 villages
along the route from Dadin
Kowa Dam was initiated in the

the change in weather condi-
tion was awelcome develop-
ment as they did not only
enjoy a soothing and cooling
effect, but also collected
some buckets ofwater.

“We slept well, nobody
slept outdoor again. Besides,
we collected enough water at
least to flush our toilets,” said
one Priscilla lyortyee, aresi-

From Muhamm ad
Abobafcar, Gomlx’ j

early 1980s, bitf was notcom-
pleted due to neglect by pre-
vious governments until now.
He said the major facrtttjes
of the scheme include a wa-
ter treatment plant with a ca-
pacity for50 million litres per
day, high lift booster pump-
ing stations at Dadin Kowa
and Tabra, giant reservoirs at
Dadin Kowa with over 200km
of pipelines as pumping and
distribution mains.

rdi records first rain

dent of Kwararafa Quarters
who recalled that the past two
months were those ofextreme
heat.

However, further obser-
vations showed that in spite
of the happiness which the
rains attracted, it also com-
pounded the environmental
problems in the Makurdi me-
tropolis.

War College organises workshop

he National War Col-
lege has organised a
one-day workshop
entitled: “The Mediaand The
Military” scheduled to hold
on Tuesday, January 31,2006
at the college auditorium.
According to a press re-
lease signed by Lieutenant
Commander S. Dahun for
commandant of the college,

tary operations and exercises,
media affairs tips for senior

| officers and commanders,

ByAbubakarHaruna,
Reporter

press briefing and interview
techniques and journalism in
the field.

The statement said Pro-
fessor Fred Onyeoziri of the
University of Ibadan will be
delivering the lead lecture fol-
lowed by contributions from
media representatives, in-
cluding the military.

Thereafterr-the re
added, there will be a study
group session to be held in
smaller groups in syndicate

rooms and a final session for
general discussions. It fur-
ther indicated that other re-
source persons expected at
the workshop include, Mr.
Jimmy Atte ofthe NTA, Man-
aging Director of Channels
and AIT, Editors of the
Guardian, New Nigerian,
Vanguard, the Sun, Thisday,
Comet, Punch, Tribune,
Daily Independent and

J

ers include public relations j
and information directors j

from the armed services.

Governor Goje stated that
his administration made the
completion of die project its
top priority and to fulfil his
electioneering campaign
promises to provide clean
andsafedrinking waterto the
people by (e-aw diog the
contractata revised sum o f
N7.79b*ion.

According to one resi
dent of the state capital, who
was dated with the develop-
ment, M alam Inuwa Mapa?>
Sarkin Kasuwa, “we teak
God.Gombe town had wd-
fered from shortage o f pmr-
table water since its move
mentfrora-Nafadatowhor*
isnow *m1919.

AANMNEIsfar
Increased budgetary

allocation to agriculture

K aduna State govern-
ment has been urged
to improve the state

budgetary allocation to agri-
culture in order to ensure ad-
equate food production and
sustenance ofagro-based in-
dustries.

Chairman ofAgricultural
and Allied Workers Union of
Nigeria (AAWUN), Kaduna
State council, Comrade Jolly
Nairi, who made the call in his
welcome address yesterday
at the second Quadrennial
States Delegate Conference,

Gov. Makarfi of Kaduna State

From AbdulRaheemAodi.
Correspondent, Kadu

said with over 10% of '
population being subsi’
fanners, agriculture rem
the mainstay of the st
economy and meansofle
hood of the people.

Comrade Nairi stated :
the state farmers do not i
produce food for the pe
in urban and rural area’
also feed the surviving in.
tries with raw material'
produce for export. He ado
that there still exista wide .
in agriculture between evi
sion workers and farmer-

“Agricultural technol
gies should be extended
the farmers for adoption j
for use in order to efK
changes in the total outl-
ofproduction and living v
dard. Farmers must aK<
educated and taught on
use of these technology
There isalso need to incr
the recruitment of addi:i<
qualified agrtcdtural-per
nel for a better agric ev..
sion services coverage u
state.
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Impeachment: Ngige decries *

Daily Trust

roles of Oyo CJ, legislators

G overnor Chris Ngige
ofAnambra state has
condemned the ac-

tions ofthe Oyo acting Chief

Judge, Justice Afolabi

Adeniran and the legislators

inthe impeachmentofformer

Governor Rasheed Ladoja.

Fielding questions from
newsmen at the Presidential

Wing of the Murtala

Muhammed Airport on

Wednesday, Ngige described

the impeachment as “a dan-

gerous omen for democracy
in Nigeria”.

He said the actions of the
acting chiefjudge and the leg-

islators were a breach of the
country’s constitution and a
mockery of the democratic
institution.

The governor declared:
“It is like a farmer going into
his farm, destroying every-
thing.

The constitution is the le-
gal document. It is the su-
preme law ofthe land.

“It is the same constitu-
tion that even created the
state legislature. So, if they
say that the constitution is no
longer in existence, then |
don’t see them being there.

“The issue is not about

Makama allays fear
oftraditional ruler

Chairman of National Popu-
lation Commission (NPC),
Samu’ila Makama on
Wednes-day made a giant
stride in his advocacy efforts
when he convinced the tradi-
tional ruler ofAwka that there
was no hidden agenda in the
2006 census.

The traditional ruler, Eze
Uzu Il of Awka, ChiefGibson
Nwosu, h~d earlier com-
plained during a courtesy
\ isit that his subjects still did
not understand why ethnicity
and religion were not among
questions to be canvassed in
the 2006 census.

According to him, “there
was a strong feeling that there
was a hidden agenda” for ex-
cluding the two, adding that
each time his subjects ask
question him on the issue, he
will never give the right an-
SwWer.

“A lot of people believe
that there is a hidden agenda
that is why I need an explana-
tion so as to know what to
tell my people, especially the
elderly ones,” he said.

Although Makama gave
explanations in his prepared
speech, the monarch said that
these were not satisfactory
and that he needed to arm
himselfwith something more
convincing and more educa-
tive.

Makama, who took up the
challenge to explain why the
two variables would not be
canvassed, told Nwosu that
going by the three reasons
why census was conducted,
the two issues were not very
necessary.

Makama said there was no
government hospitals, roads,
schools and other social
amenities that were provided
based on religion or ethnicity.

He therefore called for the
understanding of all Nigeri-
ans on why the two variables
were expunged.

Makama appealed to Ni-
gerians nursing the intention
ofboycotting this year's cen-
sus, to have arethink on their
decision since there was more
to gain in being counted.

Following the explana-
tion, Nwosu said: “l am satis-

fied with the explanations.
Makama is well trained for the
job."

“I will do my best to ex-
plain it the way Makama has
done and will pass on the
message to our parents. The
town union will support me
in doing this,” he said.

The South East has been
in the forefront for the inclu-
sion of ethnicity and religion
in the 2006 national popula-
tion and housing census,
billed to take place from
March 21-25.

Meanwhile, the traditional
ruler of Aguleri, Igwe Chris-
topher Idigo, has called on the
people of the area to support
census workers during the
exercise.

He said that census had
positive implications for the
development of the commu-
nity, adding that it was the re-
sponsibility ofall members of
the area to ensure that they
were counted.

Idigo assured that the
community would provide all
the logistics necessary to
make the exercise a success
in the town and its surround-
ing communities.

Makama in his response
during the visit assured that
the NPC would give the coun-
try acredible, reliable and ac-
ceptable census in 2006.

At NPC office in Awka,
Makama expressed delight
that Anambra was the first
state that was fully prepared
and ready for the 2006 cen-
Sus.

“This'is the most pleas-
antnews | have heard since |
have been touring round this
country on advocacy visit,”
he said.

He called on NPC staffin
Awka to ensure that nobody
was left out during the five
days of enumeration in the
state.

Earlier, the Federal Com-
missioner in the state, Alhaji
Tijani Kaura, had appealed to
Makama to give serious at-
tention to NPC office build-
ing in Awka, as it was dilapi-
dated and lacked furniture
and storage facilities for cen-
sus documents.

Ladoja. It is about constitu-
tionality. The impeachmentof
agovernor should be done in
accordance with section 188
of the constitution.”

Ngige also reiterated his
earlier  call for the
decentralisation ofthe police
force in the country, stress-
ing: “l am for the state police.

Eighty per cent ofthe per-
sonnel should be drawn from
their states oforigin.”

AFDAC officials in
Enugu on Wednes-
day sealed up two
pharmaceutical retail outlets
at the Ogbete Market for al-
legedly selling fake and ex-
pired drugs.

Head ofthe agency’s op-
erations in the state, Udoekpo
Ekpo, told the News Agency
of Nigeria (NAN) that
NAFDAC raided the shops
following a tip off by some
concerned individuals.

He said the owners ofthe
shops fled when they sighted
NAFDAC operatives who,
after searching the shops
found stocks of an unregis-
tered and fake drug,
Methocarbamol in 100 and

Friday, January 27, 200<»

NAFDAC seals shops,
Impounds drugs

500 packs.

Another shop, he said,
was found to be selling an
expired drug, Centruim, which
expired in 2001, but whose
date of manufacture was al-
tered to read 2004 with expi-
ration in 2007.

Ekpo said that
Methocarbamol was a skeletal
muscle relaxant, while
Centruim was a multivitamin
drug.

He expressed regret that
in spite of  federal
government’s efforts to

sanitise the drug industr%
some unscrupulous dealer
were still bent on circumven-
ing government’s good in
tentions.

Ekpo restated the detcrrr;
nation of NAFDAC to cor
tinue to wage war on the saL
of fake and substandard
drugs to protect the health ot
the people.

He said the owners o fthe
two shops would be fished
out, and the shops would re
main sealed while investig.;
tions continued.

From R-L, Abuja Markets Management Secretary, Mr. Audu Maikori, Director General ofAbuja Markets Management, Mr. Michael
Okpo and Mr. Kosamat Anibilowo during their press conference on the outcome of their meeting with banks on the selling of Wuse
Marketshops, held in Abuja... yesterday.

Renal fallure on the Increase

he Nigerian Associa-
tion ofNephrology has
expressed concern
over rising cases o fRenal faiU
ure across the country, the
association has resolved to
embark on awareness and

Tokaling s, sale, Intern

.sanitization campaign.

A press release signed by
Dr. F.A. Arogundade, said the
association considered it a
responsibility to educate Ni-

Port Harcourt roads
wear new look

M ost roads and
streets in Port
Harcourt, the Riv-

ers State capital, are now

wearing new looks as govern-
ment’s road rehabilitation
work spreads to several parts
ofthe metropolis.

Already, some ofthem, in-
cluding Nzimiro and Kaduna
streets, Olusegun Obasanjo
Road, Isaac Boro Park round-
about and the TransW oji/
Elelenwa roads have been
completed with asphalt over-
lay.

The News Agency of Ni-
geria (NAN) reports that re-
habilitation work is progress-
ing on some other streets and
highways.

The state Commissioner

for Works, Mrs. Felicity Ovai,
told newsmen on Wednesday
shortly after inspecting some
ofthe roads, that the rehabili-
tation exercise was being car-
ried out on zonal basis.

The measure, she added,
was to ensure that every part
of the city and state felt the
presence of government.

Ovai said the exercise was
in fulfillment of the state
government’s promise to give
roads in the state a facelift,
adding that about 95 per cent
of the job had been com-
pleted.

She advised people living
in areas where the exercise
had notcommenced to be pa-
tient, promising that it would
affect every part of the state.

gerians on factors promoting
renal disease in our environ-
ment and ways of attaining
excellent kidney health.

The association, the state-
ment said, needs Nigerians,

philanthropists, corporate or-
L I I R I A

LRI

ganizations for assistance to
be able to realize their goaN
and to support renal disease
awareness and sensitization
campaign which is scheduled
to hold in Abuja February 9.
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Newspaper Distribution Centre, Area 1, Cadestral Zone A1 Opp. Game Village,
Along Nnamdi Azikwe Express Way, Garki-Abuja

The general public is hereby informed that the above named association has applied

to the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under part ‘C” ofthe Companies
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Governor J.C. Dariye (centre)flanked by Ainh. Fidelis Tapguit, Minister o fIndustries, Deputy Senate
President, Alhaji (Dr.) Ibrahim Nasiru Mantu, Rev. John Adumu Longhor, member. House ofRepre-

sentatives and the Deputy Governor, ChiefMichael Kotmang (right) singing at thefuneral service of
late Amh. Gerslion Guyit, at ECWA Plateau Church, Jos... recently.
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Plateau youths call
for Dariye’s removal

lateau Progressive

Youth Alliance has

urged the state House
of Assembly “to redeem the
image and integrity of the
people of the state by remov-
ing Governor Joshua Dariye
from office.”

Briefing newsmen on the
political situation in the state,
the coordinator of the Alli-
ance in Abuja, Mr. Levi Ladan,
also called on the lawfnakers
to put religious and ethnic
considerations aside and act
justly.

“We also call on promi-
nent Nigerians to intervene in
the current situation in the
state. “ The House of Assem-
bly appears confused and
needs to be encouraged.

They have over the time
maintained silence and indif-
ference until the rcccent
prompting by the EFCC,” he
said.

The coordinator also
called on the PDP to comple-

UBE commends FG over teachers’ training

lhe Executive Chairman,

Anambra State Univer-

sal Basic Education
Board, Barrister Jessie
Balonwu at the seminar for
Principals of Junior Second-
ary Schools (JSS) yesterday
at CANA House, Awka, ex-
pressed his gratitude to the
federal government and the
UBE commissioner for assist-
ing in the training and retrain-
ing of teachers for effective
teaching and learning.

Jessie Balonwu main-
tained that teachers are the ar-
rowheads of the success or
failure of any educational
programme.

“The roles teachers play
in the educative progress are
central to basic education
particularly in the third world
countries. And in the ad-
vanced countries, there are
substitutes for teacher’s roles
in the forms of teaching ma-
chines, computers, etc. with
programmed instructions, but
in countries like Nigeria,
teachers remain the managers
of knowledge”, adding that
training and retraining of
teachers should be the foun-

From Beatrice Onuchukwu,
Correspondent (Awka)

dation ofquality education at
all levels.

While expressing UBE
concern on construction of
new school blocks, renova-
tions ofdilapidated ones, pro-
vision ofbooks and materials
with significant attention to
capacity building focused on
teachers. Balonwu empha-
sized on the report ofa semi-
nar by the Nigeria Educational
Research Council in 1980,
which stated that teachers are

the main determinant ofqual-
ity in education, (if they are
apathetic, uncommitted, unin-
spired, lazy, unmotivated, an-
tisocial, she said, the whole
nation isdoomed, adding that
if they are ignorant in their
different subject areas and
impact wrong information,
they would not only be use-
less, but also dangerous.
She further said that the
kind of teachers trained and
posted to the schools may
well determine what the new
generation will be and to main-
tain high standard in our JSS,

Gov advocates review of
political office holder
salaries every 5 years

ovemor Ahmed Sani

rof Zamfara has advo-

Icated the review of
the remuneration of public
office-holders every five
years.

He made the call on Tues-
day in Gusau when the Fed-
eral Commissioner in the Rev-
enue Mobilisation, Allocation

Catholic Church frowns
at emphasis on condom

A Ithough Nigeria has
concluded plans with
Thailand to start the

production of condoms in

Nigeria, the Catholic Church

has said that is not the

country’s priority.

The Catholic faith has
consistently been against the
use ofcontraceptives for fam-
ily planning practice, includ-
ing the use of condoms, but
insists on either abstinence or
the natural means called ‘Bill-
ing method.’

“Government should fight
poverty, sicknesses and make
efforts to provide social
amenities instead of fighting
AIDS with condom produc-
tion”, the Catholic archbishop
of Lagos, Anthony Cardinal
Olubunmi Okogie, said in a

government should channel
its efforts towards the eradi-
cation ofpoverty, hunger and
the provision ofsocial ameni-
ties that are lacking in the na-
tion.

He said that use of con-
dom and production was “im-
moral, promotes irresponsible
sex and promiscuity, adding,
“l wonder if government is
aware of the danger the pro-
duction of condoms will do
the country and the youths.

The cardinal expressed
regret about the policy, not-
ing that “it is unfortunate that
while other embassies are
promoting trade and bilateral
relations, we are encouraging
cheap money and cheap pro-

and Fiscal Commission, Mr.
Otumba Oluwatobe, paid him
a courtesy visit.

Sani said the review ofthe
remuneration ofpublic office-
holders every five years
would prevent such officers
from indulging in corrupt prac-
tices.

The governor, who was
represented by the Secretary
to the State Government
(SSG), Alhaji Abubakar
Hussani. said the state gov-
ernment would set up a com-
mittee to look into the issue
and propose an acceptable
remuneration package for
such officers.

“We will soon set up a
committee to be headed by
the state commissioner for
justice to look into the issue,”
he said.

Sani assured the commis-
sioner and his team of the
state government’s support
and cooperation to enable
them to achieve their goal.

Earlier in his remarks,
Oluwatobe said the commis-
sion decided to review the
remuneration of the public
and political office-holders as
well asjudicial officers in line
with the changing economic
realities.

The team was in Zamfara
state to obtain inputs from the

the UBE would provide for
teachers training and retrain-
ing.
“l am confident that the
erudite scholars carefully se-
lected as resource persons to
present papers at this work-
shop will uplift the quality of
teaching in schools”.

ment the efforts of the EFCC
to entrench sanity and
healthier financial transaction
in the conduct of the public
business by the state govern-
ment and its agents.

The coalition commended
the PDP and the federal gov-
ernment for suspending
Dariye and freezing the state
government’s accounts, re-
spectively.

“Further legitimate ac-
tions are required to compel
compliance with civilized stan-

dard of public expenditi
morality,” Ladan sau'
urged for a special ail-
ment for workers’ salar -
be paid as and when di

He further said that
were many issues th.:
dered on legality and
ity involving the govern,
eluding alleged physic
tack on EFCC operati

“We must not sit b.i.
watch, something mi
done to restore our inu.
he added.

Kuje pupils get free
school uniforms

1upils in Kuje Area Coun-
cil of the Federal Capi-

atal Territory (FCT) are
to get free school uniforms
this academic session.

The chairman of the area
council, Alhaji Jibrin Wowo,
disclosed this Wednesday at
Kuje in an interview with the
News Agency of Nigeria.

Wowo said that the dis-
tribution of the uniforms
commenced last year and that
the gesture was aimed at re-
ducing the hardship faced by
parents.

According to him, the
council has also been paying
common entrance examina-
tion fees for all primary six
pupils in Kuje.

“l believe in the slogan

In tomorrow'’s

.pick o fthe w

that education is power *
sector has great priorii
administration,” the cha
said.

He said the learnin.
dition were also not
as the council had emb
on the renovation offac
adding that furniture
ercise books would aN
distributed free.

“We want basic ed
tion in our area counci
in proper shape,” Wow >

The chairman sai.
the uniforms were for *
pupils and that alread\
uniforms had been di-
uted, while the remai
ones would soon be di
uted.

e ek

When politics
clash with Sharia

| did not give musicians 63 cars-governor

Rimi: Mystery of a murder

© Policeparade suspects next week

Kalu speaks on links with
Buhari, IBB and Atiku

Fenrdle najor battles AmM



Page 42

Kwara
reads riot
act on Due

Process

 From Abdulrazaq Adebavo.
Correspondent (llorin)

K wara state govern
ment Wednesday
read out riot act on

due process and corruption
to public office holders with
ia warning to state commis-
sioners to abide by the policy
or throw in the towel.

m At a press briefing at the
|Government House, llorin, the
state Commissioner for Infor-
mation, Alhaji AbdulRahim
Adedoyin, said government
has strengthened its anti cor-
ruption and due process
stance with sanctions to be
invoked on erring commis-
sioners who flout the policy.

He told journalists that a
summit on government
policy would come up next
week aimed at sensitizing
public functionaries on the
process and sanctions pro-
vided.

The commissioner, said a
committee has also been put
in place to go round the state
ministries and enlighten offic-
ers on the new dispensation
which among other things
requires submission of re-
ports on contracts and scru-
tinizing payments vis-a-vis
certificates issued in respect
of projects executed.

Reports are also required
to be submitted to supervi-
sors approving projects for
payments, just as the state ex-
ecutive council has directed

commissioners to do a
check list on due process be-
fore payments are approved
by them.

Governor Bukola Saraki,
according to the commis-
sioner, has directed all com-
missioners to go back to their
constituencies and find out
the dire needs of their people
and inform the council as part
of the determination to make
a meaningful impact on their
lives.

Duih’ Trust
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The president ofthe newspapers distributions association, Mohammed Yahaya, making his remarks at the 3rd Annual Trust Dialogue dinner heU ,

Abuja ...recently.

Deltadedtios:

Ihe Sopreme CoOaOFt yes

terday struck out a suit

by the, Chief James
Onanefe lbori’s suit on the
2003 State gubernatorial elec-
tion on the ground that such
cases terminate at the Court
of Appeal.

The court addressing Ibo-
ri’scounsel, ChiefMilton Ow-
ovhoriole, a (SAN), suitwon-
dered why he did not advise
his client against bringing
matters arising from the 2003
Delta state gubernatorial elec-
tions to not Supreme Court in
spite of the clear wordings of
Section 246 (3) of the 1999
constitution.

It provides that “the deci-
sions of the Court of Appeal
in respect of appeals arising
from election petitions shall
be final.”

The Seven justices ex-
pressed dismay that a Senior
Advocate of Nigeria could
advise his client to file an ap-
peal on governorship elec-
tions matter at the apex court
saying they would not be a
party to such a charade.

Justice Dahiru Musdap-
her, looked directly at Owov-
horiole who was addressing
the court and exclaimed.
"What do you take this court
to be? Foran election thattook

By Ruby Rabiu Senior
Reporter

place in 2003, you wantus to
hear this case when another
election will take place in
2007?”

“As a very very old and
seasoned lawyer, you sho-
uld know that he cannot ap-
peal to this court on election
matters.”

At this stage, the court
presided over by Sylvester
UmarOnuh, called on Malam
YusufAli (SAN), counsel to
the President ofthe Court of
Appeal who was sued along-
side Chief Great Ogboru to
move the preliminary objec-
tion he filed challenging the
jurisdiction of the court to
entertain the mater.

Ali told the court that
there have been several ap-
peals on the matter.

He said that the court of
appeal in July, ruled that a
new governorship election
tribunal be constituted to try
whether Ibori was disquali-
fied from contesting as gov-
ernor in view of the fact that
he was alleged to be an ex-
convict.

He told the court that
rather than allow the Presi-
dent of the Court of Appeal

Pix: Kennedy EgbonoJ/i

Court throns out 1born’s surt

I toroo nstithteradnemwpdhend; thiep

governor procured an order
from a high court in Asaba
restraining the president of
the court of appeal from con-
stituting the new panel.

Ali told the court that it
lacked thejurisdiction to hear
the appeal because of sec-
tion 246 (3) of the constitu-
tion.

Chief Gani Fawehinmi
(SAN) who represented Og-
boru, also urged the court to
throw out the case because
itwas a mere ploy to buy time.

He said, “It is not right
for a counsel to expose the
judiciary to ridicule. My
Lords, this country needs a
comment from this court on
this issue to prevent lawyers
from exposing the judiciary
to ridicule.”

At thisjuncture, Owovh-
oriole objected but the jus-

tices ignored him. Justice
Akintola Ejiwunmi could also
not hide his disgust.

He said, “It is unfortunate.
We take positions as ifwe are
not bound by the rules of
law.”

He rejected the claim by
Ibori’s lawyer that the trial be-
fore the tribunal would amo-
unt to a double jeopardy be-
cause the governor had been
tried on the same issue before
an Abuja High Court.

Justice Ejiwunmi asked,
“The petition before the tri-
bunal isacriminal case? What
jeopardy does anyone have
in this case?

“If you are not satisfied
with the decision ofthe court
ofappeal, go and beg the law-
makers to amend the consti-
tution.”

Justice George Oguntade
reminded the team of lawyers

kired BY 166 tHat tMe /-uirt
of appeal was the final

in governorship election n .
ters.

He said, “If you are
satisfied with the court
peal’s decision, you car
go home and pray to G<v
not appeal to this cour

At this juncture, Ju
Musdapher urged Ow
riole to withdraw the ca”

He said, “You are a >
senior lawyer. We do nim
to tell you that we do >
have jurisdiction.”

Reluctantly, Owovh.
agreed to withdraw thi
peal. He said, “These
wise men cannot be wn
itismy Lords’ decision r
withdraw it, I will do so

He withdrew the ap: .
following which Ju’
Onuh struck it out.

Gov. Saraki charges
public officers on honesty

rnor Bukola
ki, has charged
lic officers in
Kwara state to make hard-
work, honesty and commit-

Former IGP blames insecurity on FG

T he former Inspector
General of Police,
Alhaji Ibrahim Aliyu

Attah, Wednesday blamed

the federal government over

insecurity in the country say-
ing that the support it gives

*the police was not enough.

Alhaji Attah, who was
speaking to newsmen in

Kano recently advised the

forrecruitment and training of

From Yusha'u Adamu
Ibrahim, Correspondent
(Kano)

police officers as, according
to him, the present situation
of the police force could not
allow it to operate effectively.
“Police cannot tackle the
nation’s insecurity when they
tlicmot have equipment such
gpnjimunication

amo*o i);h” things

and therefore FG shoyl”~.do

more for the police.’

He regretted that the en-
tire security ofthe nation was
left in the hands of police
alone, pointing out that the
nation’s security was a col-
lective responsibility of all
Nigerians.

Alhaji Attah, stated that
having gone to various
countries around the globe
and ‘lb most ofthe ihiwr-
tant countries-, thg ~govern-

the police in the discharge of
their primary responsibilities
but in Nigeria the issue is not
the same.”

He stressed that Nigeria
has capable hands in the po-
lice force but nobody includ-
ing the government is ever
ready to help them to dis-
charge their duties effec-
tively.

He noted that ifcare is not
taken it'will go to an’extent
that'criminalwill be trained

ment aiki fhe'-people support i inthe Nigerian po'lice force.

ment to duty their watchword.

Speaking at the swearing
in ceremony ofa new commis-
sioner, Mr. Segun Olawoyin,
for the Ministry of Environ-
ment in llorin, yesterday Gov-
ernor Saraki, asked him to
carry along officers of the
ministry and eschew acts ca-
pable ofretarding progress of
the state.

He expressed the belief
that the resources of the state
shoruld be used for optimal
service of the people and ad-
vised commissioners and per-
manent secretaries to work
harmoniously.

Governor Saraki, while
stressj/ig that, due process,
transparency and prudent fi-,

nancial management u
continue to be the guidi
principles ofthe state gv m
ment, tasked public oft
to abide by the letters
spirit oftheir oaths and
hard to justify their po®

The governor, who is
back to the country ha
been guest of Confedc
ofAfrican Football (CAI
the opening of the on-.
African cup of Natior
Cairo, took time offto in P
the almost completed no-
minal building at the llor
temational Airport.

He expressed satisfa*.
with the project wh”eh
pected to be i*irnpletec
first week of February
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Eto’oeyes goal-scoring record

ed at the African Nations
Cup finals on Wednesday with
his fourth in two games, edging
closer to the tournament's all-
time record.

Eto’o scored the first as
Cameroon overcame World Cup
finalists Togo 2-0 in their Group
B match in Cairo to clinch a
quarter-finals berth but Eto’o said

muel Eto’o’s scintillating
eoalscoring form contin-

Eto\ edges closer to llie tournamentall-time record

his goals were not as important
as team success.

“I’'m very pleased with the
way things are going but 1I’'m
more pleased for the team than
formyself,” Eto’o told Reuters.

“We have reached our first
target which was to get to the
next round. We now have the
pressure off us in the next
match."

Eto'o hit another stunning

? Trust

drive that brought crowd to its
feetwhen he broke the deadlock
in the 68th minute of
Wednesday’s match.
Itfollowed a hat-trick ofhigh
quality goals for Cameroon in
their opening game against
Angola in Cairo on Saturday.
Eto’o, playing in his fourth

Nations Cup finals tournament,
has now scored 10 goals since
his firstappearance in 2000, and
matched his own four-goal tally
from that event.

He is now four goals shy of
equalling the record of 14 goals
scored by lvory Coast’s Laurent
Poi ou in 'he 1968 and 1970
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tournaments.

If his goal scoring forij
continues Eto’o also has ar
chance to match the record of
nine goals in a single
tournament set by Mulumb
Ndaye ofZaire, now known a>
the Democratic Republic or
Congo, in 1974,

Angola to appeal Yamba
Asha ban

ngola are to appeal to
FIFAforareduction inthe
ine-month ban handed

to defender Yamba Asha earlier
this week.

The left back was banned,
backdated from November, fora
dmgs offence by world football’s
governing body on Monday and
cannot play again until August.

Coach Luis Oliveira
Goncalves said Angola
respected the decision but

would ask FIFAto reduce the ban
in order to allow the player to
compete atthe World Cup finals
inGemiany.

Yamba Asha, who was the
only player to compete in all
matches of Angola’s successful
World Cup qualifying campaign,
has already missed out on the
African Nations Cup finals

We ‘Il win Nations
Cup, says Mido

gyptwill win arecord fifth
EAfrican Nations Cup

tlaimcd star striker Mido.
The 22-year-old Spurs striker
said despite the hosts needing
at least a point from their final
Group A match with the already
qualified Ivory Coast he was
confident that they would take
the trophy. “Willwewin? Yesof
course we will,” said Mido, who
scored in the opening 3-0 victory

We mustavoid Cameroon at all costs, says Michel

of its group if they are to

avoid a likely African
Nations Cup quarter-final
with Cameroon, their coach
Henri Michel told AFP.

The Elephants are
already through to the last
eight - thanks to their 2-1
victory over Libya on
Tuesday - but they need to
avoid losing to Egyptin their
final group match to avert
Michel’s nightmare scenario.

Ivory Coast have six
points from their two matches
while hosts Egypt also need
a draw' to assure themselves
of making the last eight as

I vory Coast must come top

they are on four w'ith
Morocco on one - but the
latter play pointless Libya in
their last match.

“The Elephants must put
the fact they have already
qualified out of their minds
and at least get a draw, so we
finish top of the group,” said
the 57-year-old Frenchman.

Michel, who guided Ivory
Coast to their first ever World
Cup finals spot, denied that
it was neither because he
feared Cameroon - who look
like topping Group B -or that
it was down to the poor form
his side has shown thus far.

“We don’t fear anyone
but as | have said before it is
important to avoid the
stronger teams in the quarter-
finals,” said Michel, who
coached Cameroon at the
1994 World Cup finals.

“It is not about fear. It is
simply tactical. Ifit falls badly
for us then so be it. we will
have to cope with it."

Michel, who coached
France to the 1984 Olympic
title and the senior side to the
1986 World Cup semi-finals,
admitted that his side had not
yet shown their propen form

in the win over Libya and the
1-0 victory over Morocco.

“Because we came here
having already achieved an
historic World Cup finals
place we were classed as
among the favourites for the
title. “Ithink a mixture ofthat
tag and some nerves hasn’t
helped us express ourselves,
thus we haven’treally played
like we can.

“However there is an
upside in that ifwe play badly
and win matches, all the
better for us and a shame for

the others.”

Michel, a former PSG
coach but has not had a job
in France since 1994, could
not say when or if his much
missed striker Aruna Dindane
would return after the Lens
marksman had to return to
France when one of his twin
daughters died last week.

“We haven't spoken
since he left,” said Michel.
“All I said to him when he left
was that if he wanted to come
back here there was a place
for him always in the squad.”

Kanu charges young Eagles

wankwo Kanu will

again have to be

content w'ith a place

on the bench
Zimbabwe today here in Port
Said but the West Bromwich
Albion star has insisted that
the youthful team will be
gunning for the full points
against the Warriors from
Harare.

“The experienced players
in the team like me are here to
encourage the younger
players many of whom are
only appearing at this
tournament for the very' first

time,” he said.
“We are disappointed
that we will not be playing at

agahestWorld Cup but the

Nations Cup is an equally
important tournament and
even though we did not make
itto Germtjny, we are in Egypt
determined to win the Nations
Cup.” 1

The 29-year-old forward
added: “It is therefore very
important that we beat
Zimbabwe and book our
ticket to the quarterfinals
eVen before, our last group
jmatch against Senegal."”

over Libyabutdid noteven have
a shot on goal in the 0-0 draw
with Morocco on Tuesday.

However Mido put his
peripheral perfonnance as being
downtohim beinga marked man.

“Iwas one guy being marked
by four and sometimes five
players. So it was very difficult
for me,” said Mido, who was
replaced 10 minutes before the
end.

because of the ban.

"We know FIFAhasitsink '
and regulations and we abide b
them but it is a tough ban.

“He isaperson whose life i’
football, who earns his living
from football and we hope the
will understand this,” the coatl
told Reuters on Wednesday afte
his side’s 0-0 draw with the
Democratic RepublicofCongo

FIFAdid notgiveany detai!
of the drug offence when
announcing the ban on
Monday. Angolan officials said
Yamba Asha had taken a flu
remedy which contained a
banned substance.

Olivier Goncalves said
Angolafaced going to the Won
Cup without two key players
Yamba Asha and Gilberto. win
had an operation on an Achille >
tendon injury in Gemiany ti.
week.

“It’sabig blow foracountn
like ours to lose these players for
Germany,” he added.
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NIGERIAN EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL

EXPORT EXPANSION GRANT (EEG) SCHEME
EXPORTERS’'EEG RATEDETERMINATIONALGORITHM

Following the completion ofthe Redesigned EEG Scheme and for purposes oftransperency, we hereby publish for exporters’ information the new EEG Rate
Determination Algorithm as provided by the Federal Government appointed Consultants-Messrs PriceWaterhouseCoopers.

Manufacturing EXPORTER EEG RATE DETERMINATION TEMPLATE

Exporter Weight Score
Score (data) Source Threshold i% L
Local Value added 5% Finstats 20% 20% 5.00%
Local Content 7% Finstats. Prodn records 35% 20% 4.00%
Empolyment Generation 300 Finstats, Prodn & Payroll 500 20% 10.00%
Priority Product/Sector FGN, FMOF yes/no 5% 5.00%
Export growth 15% Finstats 20% 30% 22.50%
Investment growth 5% Finstats 10% 5% 2.50%
Total Exporter Score 10096 49.0%
Exporter EEG Rate 20.0%
Table 1 Score achieved EEG Rate Manufacturing
score >= 70% 30% Iprocessed - finished goods]
score >= 50% but < 70% 125%
score >= 25% but < 50% 20%
score >= 5% but < 25%  15%
score < 5% 0%
Semi-
Manufacturing EXPORTER EEG RATE DETERMINATION TEMPLATE
Exporter Weight Score
Score (data) Source Threshold %%a
Local Value added “40%"“ Finstats 20% 0% 20.00%
Local Content 40% Finstats, Prodn records 35% 20% 20.00%
Empolyment Generation 500 Finstats. Prodn & Payroll 500 20% 20.00%
Priority Product/Sector FGN, FMOF ves/no 5% 0.00%
Exportgrowth 30% Finstats 20% 30% 30.00%
Investment growth 5% Finstats 10% 5% 2.50%
Total Exporter Score 100% 92.5%
Exporter EEG Rate 15.0%
Table 2 Score achieved EEG Rate Semi-manufacturing
score >= 70% 15% Iprocessed - semi finished products
score >= 50% but < 70% 10% including commodity producers!
score >= 25% but < 50% 5%
score < 25% h0%
Merchant
Exporters and
Exporters of EXPORTER EEG RATE DETERMINATION TEMPLATE
primary
products(commo
dities/solid I
minerals)
Exporter Weight Score
Score (data) Source Threshold &%}
Local Value added 10% Finstats 20% 0% 10.00%
Local Content 10% Finstats, Prodn records 35% 20% : 5.71%
Empolyment Generation Finstats, Prodn & Payroll 500 20% 0.00%
Priority Product/Sector no FGN, FMOF yes/no 5% 0.00%
Export growth 20% Finstats 20% 30% 30.00%
Investment growth 5% Finstats 10% 5% 2.50%
Total Exporter Score 100% 48.2%
Exporter EEG Rate 5.0%
Table 3 Score achieved EEG Rate Merchant Exporters

score >= 70% 10%
score >= 50% but < 70% 7.5%
score >= 25% but < 50% 5%
score < 25% 0%

The processes of determining the EEG rate were properly addressed and explained during the various interactive seminar held with the exporters for this purpose. However, for more
information please contact NIGERIAN EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL, Export House, Block 312, Kumba Street, Wuse Zone 2, P.M.B. 133, Garki-Abuja. E-mail: enquirv@nepc.gov.nL;
Website: www.nepc.gov.ng Tel:09-5230933.0r PRICEWATERHOUSECOOPERS.

SIGNED:
Mrs. G.M.Sasore

Special Adviserto the President/CEO
o - | S— .| ] ri i P—u.


mailto:enquirv@nepc.gov.nL
http://www.nepc.gov.ng
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LeRoy’s passion for African game endures

\ laucie LeRoy sinks
into the sola in his

/ hotel lobby, his eyes

twinkling with enthusiasm
as he begins a discourse on
African soccer, its highlights
and foibles in front ofan ea-
ger audience.

After more than two dec-

ades. the Frenchman is one
ofthe elder statesmen of the
African game.

LeRoy first took charge
of a side at the tournament
20 years ago when
Cameroon finished runners-
up the last time the event
was held in Egypt.

Congos French coach Claude LeRoy is one ofthe eldest statesmen o fAfrican football.

Obiefule reflects on

uper Eagles Denmark-
Sbased midfielder, Paul

Obiefule has stated that
the collapsing incident that
hit him in training last week-
end has taught him another
big lesson about life.

The Eagles camp was set
into apprehension, when the
Viborg SC of Denmark star
collapsed and lost con-
sciousness last Saturday dur-
ing a training session.

The 20-year-old former
Iwuanyanwu Nationale player

has taken'a look back at the
scary moment, and stated that
the episode has now changed
his outlook aboutlife forever.
Obiefule also revealed
that the incident affected his
parents, who initially thought
he had suffered a heart attack.
Incidentally, the team’s
assistant captain. Nwankwo
Kanu, who underwent heart
surgery in 1996, said he was
in total shock, the moment he
saw Paul Obiefule lying mo-
tionless on the pitch

Kanu said: “1know what 1
went through myselfso I can

He won the title in 1988
with the Indomitable Lions
and took Senegal to the
semi-finals in 1990 and the
quarter-finals two years
later.

Now at the helm of the
Democratic Republic of
Congo, this is his fifth tour-
nament in charge of a team,
a record for a coach at the
Nations Cup.

“I'm happy about that. |
like these kind of statistics.
They are very interesting,”
LeRoy said.

“After 20 years I can still
say soccer in Africa is my
passion. 1lhave not changed.
1 have seen an exponential
growth in its development
and a dramatic change from
20 years ago when | first
came to the cup in Egypt. We
had just two stadiums then,
no TV coverage. Things
were a lot different then.”

LeRoy says he thinks the
2006 tournament will be won
“by the team with the best
goalkeeper”.

“The keeper that can
neutralise the super offen-
sive talents will win it for his
team. There are so many

good strikers here that the
goalkeepers are key.”

It is the cue for a story
on his own goalkeeping
woes and a tale from his vast
repertoire of African football
tales which make LeRoy a
sought-after raconteur.

“lam the only coach in
the world who has picked
his side at the airport,” he
suddenly pronounces.

“When we travelled to
South Africa (for a World
Cup qualifier in Durban last
October) 1had a lotofprob-
lems with my squad. Some
players did not get tickets
sent to them in Europe, oth-
ers did not have visas in
time and 1arrived with 13
players.

“There was a big contin-
gent ofCongolese fans wait-
ing to meet us at the airport
and | was talking about my
problem when they told me
there were two good play-
ers in the crowd who had
also come to say hello.”

One was the teenaged
striker Blaise Mbele, a lead-
ing scorer this season in the
South African premier
league, and the other goal-

Amun petitions FIFA
over Galadima

cting Secretary Gen
Aera! of the Nigerian
Football Association,

| NFA, Fanny Ikhayere Amun,
;has said that he has written a
i petition against chairman of
the soccer house. Alhaji
Ilbrahim Galadima, which he
| has forwarded to world foot-
jball governing body, FIFA.
| Amun said his petition is on
IGaladima’s insistence to run
jthe NFA for a second term.
“lam going to do every-
jthing possible in ensuring
that Galadima does not return
in his second term bid.
“Galadima has forgotten

tell you that it was hard or me
to watch him on the floor.”

that it was government who
made him the Chairman ofthe
NFA in the first place, but
now he wants to stay on
through every possible
means despite the illegality of
the Kano Congress,” Amun
in f or m e d
Nigeriansportsonline.com in
his Room 532 at the Eagles
Helnan Hotel here in Port Said.

“l have petitioned FIFA
about this and lam still going
to send a follow-up letter be-
cause that election in Kano
was a clear violation of the
guidelines,” insisted the
former Golden Eaglets coach.

“The statutes clearly do
not permit the Secretary Gen-
eral to vote, but | voted in
Kano. And this is a clear
breach of the rules,” Aputr
emphasized.

Eagles train behind dose doors

he Super Eagles did not
I open the gates for
comers for their train-

ing at the Al-Merriekh in Port
Said on Wednesday evening.

The team, which had hith-
erto opened the gates to fensi
and media men, did not allow
other people into the stadium
for the training, which was to

perfect strategies for Friday’s
important cracker against the
Warriors of Zimbabwe.

After beating Ghana on
Monday, the Eagles are sec-
ond on the group B table be-
(hiadilhfi Teranga;fLions of
Senegal,-who lead by virtue
ofmore goals. They beat Zim-
babwe 2-0 while the Facies

won 1-0.

Victory' for the Eagles on
Friday would take them to the
quarter finals, with the match
against'Senegal on Tuesday
still to come.

"We needed to do things
that are related-to strategy
That was why we locked up”,
one of the coaches told us.

keeper Francis Chansa, bot
from leading club Orlan>
Pirates.

“l told them both to join
us and while we flew to Di
ban, they drove their ca;
down from Johannesburg
five-hour journey). The
both looked quite good
training and | chose them t
the bench. Mbele even cam.
on fora few minutes near !
end of the match.”

Both also made the 2
man squad for the Nation -
Cup finals in Egypt. “1rx
no other coach has be?
able to do that,” LeRoy sai

Then there is the case >
Grimsby Town midfield.
Jean-Paul Kamudimba, u i
played at the Nations Cup
in Tunisia in 2004 but tin
drifted into obscurity be
cause of a case of mistak.
identity.

“l learned that a pla\
called Kamudimba Kakt 1
had scored the winning goa
in a cup game agai’
Tottenham  Hotspur,
thought that sounds liki.
Congolese name so
phoned the club and tin
confirmed it.

“Ofcourse, | knew Jea'
Paul Kamudimba when 1
played at Nice but the Em:
lish are using his name tl
wrong way round, so | h.
no idea. He’s in my squ.;
too.”

The Congolese side ar.
famed for their administr.
tive and financial problem’

LeRoy expresses hi
weariness over constan
battles to instil a sense
professionalism into the
squad but also seems K
draw a perverse reserve o:
energy from the struggle i
overcome the endless obs’:
cles.

“l am going to take .
grand holiday after this an.
then choose a big team i
coach. Since we beat Tor:
inour first game here I ha\ i
had so many offers, it has
been crazy. Such a good fee
ing for me.”
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ighth seed Justine Henin-

Hardenne put injury

concerns aside to over-
power Russian Maria Sharapo-
va on Thursday and reach the
Australian Open final.

The Belgian, who was
unable to defend her 2004
Melbourne crown last year
through injury, ground fourth
seed Sharapova down to win 4-
66-1 6-4, stretching herwinning
streak in Australia to an
extraordinary 20 matches.

Henin-Hardenne will play
third seed Amelie Mauresmo in
:Saturday’s final after second
seed Kim Clijsters was forced
to retire due to an ankle injuiy
intheirsemi-final.

“I'think itwas a great match,
very intense physically and
mentally.” a delighted Henin-
Hardenn.e told a news
conference after her two hour.
26 minute battle on Rod Laver
Arena.

“Maria, she played a great
match, the best I’ve seen her
play ina long time,” she said.

The win was especially sweet
for Henin-Hardenne, who has
had to overcome a long battle
with injuries.

She was unable to defend her

' 2004 title last year because ofa
knee injury but returned to win
the French Open, only then to
sufferahamstring injury that cut
short her 2005 campaign and
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AUSTRALIAN OPEN

Gutsy Henin ousts Sharapova to reach final

threatened her visit to Australia.

But she shrugged off her
injury woes to win the Sydney
International two weeks ago,
justas she did in 2004. installing
herselfas a finri favourite with
bookmakers to win her second
Australian title and her fifth
grand slam.

“When | arrived here | was
coming to play a couple of
matches and get my confi-
dence back," Henin-Harden-ne,
said.

“It's been tough for me to be
injured for such a long time and
then coming back in my first
grandskim, beinginthe final again,
Ithink it’sjustanama/ingfeeling.”

Injury denies frustrated Cl

battered and bruised

Kim Clijsters limped out

of the Australian Open

on Thursday after vet another

injury scuppered the Belgian’s
tiltata grand slam.

Second seed Clijsters was
forced to retire from her semi-
final against Amelic Mauresmo
ofFrance afterrolling her ankle
in the deciding third set.

Third seed Mauresmo had
hernose ahead 5-76-23-2 when
Clijsters retired, setting up a
final against Justine Henin-
Hardenne on Saturday.

“It’s very frustrating, because

Henin-Hardenne admitted
she had a score to settle after
missing the tournament last
year but said she first wanted
to enjoy the win before starting
to think about Saturday’s
opponent.

“1 think | had maybe a little
bit of revenge on my mind to
come here,” she said.

The Belgian had to come
back from a set down for the
second match inarow after she
fought back to down top seed
Lindsay Davenport in the
quarter-finals.

Sharapova, beaten by

eventual champion Serena.

Williams at the same stage last

1felt like in that third set 1was
really getting into it,” said
Clijsters, who limped into a news
conference before going to
hospital for scans.

“I really felt like, if i kept
playing the way | was going,
anything could have happened.
Ofcourse it’s frustrating.”

The 22 year old had hobbled
through the earlier rounds with
back and hip problems without
dropping a set, but required
treatment during several
matches and had been playing
with herthigh heavily strapped.

The Belgian said that she

year, battled hard but could not
match the Belgian’s tenacity
and killer backhand.

The Russian drew Henin-
Hardenne into long rallies and
used greater shot variety to
wrong-foot her opponent early,
claiming the first set when
Henin-Hardenne sent a
forehand sailing wide.

But Henin-Hardenne gra-
dually took control and broke
the frustrated Russian twice
towards the end of the second
set to force the decider.

Sharapova fought to the
end, breaking Henin-Hardenne
aMhc French Open champion
served for the match at 5-3.

L t n
had been determined to finish
the match but it soon became
clear that would be impossible.
“1’m not going to quit for
nothing,” said Clijsters, who is
guaranteed to regain the world
number one ranking from
Lindsay Davenport following
the American’s loss to Henin-
Hardenne in the quarter-finals.
“Even with pain, with the
ankle, Istill wanted to try, but |
felt itstraightaway that lwasn’t
going to be able to push off
sideways on my forehand.”

But the Belgian came back
strong and s aled v.ctory on
Sharapova’s scire, clai; ;vng the
match with a b'i-"irin® back-
hand winner down the lire.

“I’'m very proud gc¢n yself

because | kept fighting dut
the whole match, even
points that were very lon
ran like probably I neverra
the past on the tennis <
enin-Hardenne said.

Henin-Hardenne

TRUST CLASSIFIED

DISCHARGED AIRMEN WELFARE ASSOCIATION
p* (DAWA) PLATEAU STATE, JOS
The general public is hereby informed that the above named association
has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for registration under
part ‘C’ ofthe Companies and Allied Matters Act, 1990.
The Trustees are:

1. Davo Thomas 2. Akka Ibrahim

3. Turba Solomon 4. Pada Titus
Hassan Stanley 6. Dassam Hycinth
8. Bnla Obed

5
7. Bako Thomas
9: Osan Michael

Vims and Objectives:
1 Foster unity, welfare of members and other incidental matters

2. Serve as an authorized channel of communication and interaction
between the association and other associations or other rele\ant
organisation or authorities.

3. Serve as an impartial body to speedily resolve dispute amongst the
members.

4. Assist members financially or otherwise if considered necessary
by the Association in case of sickness, death or any other seriours or
predicaments

Any objection to the registration should be forwarded to the Registrar
- General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Plot 565. Ndola Square,
Wuse Zone 5, P.M.B. 189, Abuja, within twenty-eight (28) days of this
publication.

SIGNED:
TURBA SOLOMON

ANOFI & GRACE GUOBADIA FOUNDATION
This is to notify the general public that the above named Organisation has
applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) for registration under
part ‘C of the Companies and Allied Matters Act, 1990.

The Trustees are:

1 ChiefAnofi Guobadia -Chairman
2. Chief David Dankaro -Member
3. Rev. Osa Osaro Oghomo - Member
4. Dr. Tamunoemi Opudabota Briggs - Member
5. Mr. Omorogbe Guobadia - Member

Any objection to the application should be forwarded to the Registrar - General.
Corporate Affairs Commission. Plot 565. Ndola Square. Wuse Zone 5. P.M.B.
1X9, Abuja, within twenty-eight (28) days of this publication.

SIGNED:
Dominic Ajele
Secretary

IN THE HIGH COURT OF JUSTICE OF
KANO STATE OF NIGERIA

WHEREAS the person whose names are set out in the first column
and hereunder died interstate on the date and at the place specified
in the said* column,

AND WHEREAS the person whose name and address are set out in
the second column (hereinafter called claimant claims relationship
to the deceased person named in the first column and has applied to
;the High Court of Justice, Kano State, for the grant of letters of
|Administration of the personal property of the said deceased,

iNOW THEREFORE NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that letters
Jof administration will be granted to the claimant “UNLESS A
INOTICE TO PROHIBIT” the grant is filed in the Probate Registry
|of the High Court of Justice, Kano State within TWENTY-ONE
|(21) DAYS of the publication of this NOTICE

DECEASED

BALA IBRAHIM HALILU LATE

OF KNARDA ROAD HOTORO O.R.A

DIED ON 22M*OC TOBER. 2005
AT LISA AIR CRASH

APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT
LAWUNMI MAIMUNA B. HALILU.
SULEIMAN | HALILU

IHAJIYA HADIZA S. WALI AND

ALIlL. IBRAHIM HALILU ALL OF

NO. 3. MASASSAKA AVENUE HAUSAWA
QTRS. KANO. THE PROPOSED
ADMINISTRATORS

O! THE SAID DECEASED.

DATE!) THIS 24" DAY OF JANUARY, 2006.

f

SIGNED:
LAMAN WADA MAH.MOUD
PROBATE REGISTRAR.

LOSS OF ACKNOWLEDGEMENT &

RECEIPT OF PAYMENT

The general public is hereby notitled that the original copy of the
acknowledgment issued by AG1S Abuja for the re-ccrtification of
certificate of occupancy NO. FCT/ABU/MSC. 4019 belonging to
Sunny Guest Inn as well as the deposit slip in the sum of N10, 000
issued by Intercity Bank Pic being payment for the re-certification
arc missing. If found please contact AG1S, Plot 416B, Kumasi
Crescent Wuse Il, Abuja, or the undersigned:

Signed:
Gbenga Olubajo Esq.
2 Sokode Crescent, Wuse Zone 5, Abuja.
08033139320

V- -«

PUBLIC NOTICE

This is to inform the general public that
management of Sikon Securities and
Investment Trust Ltd. has requested
dealership registration. Sikon Securities and

Investment Trust Ltd will henceforth

function as a broker.

CHANGE OF NAMES

I, formerly known as KINGSLEY ONWUABUFOR, now wish to be calk-.
KINGSLEY ANOKA. NNPC, Enugu State University of Science & Technology
and the general public should please take note.

I, formerly known as Miss Okwuchi Nkeiruka Osuagwu, now wish to be calle
Mrs. Okwuchi Nkeiruka Mbali. All formerdocuments remain valid. The genera
public should please take note.

I, formerly known as ESTHER NHAVE MALLA. now wish to be known j
ESTHER NHAVE MANSHOP. National Assembly and public to note.

I, formerly DR. (MISS) NKOYOAKPAN EKOP. now wish to be addressed DR
(MISS) UWAWAABASI ESTHER EKOP. Formerdocuments remain valid. Publ ¢
to note.

I, formerly known as MISS FATIMA BAKURA BAABA, henceforth, wish to be
called MRS. FATIMA BAKURA BAABA. All former documents remain valid
Nigeria Law School, Bwari, Abuja and the general public should please tak.
note.

OGUGUA STANLEY NDIDI wishes to be known and addressed as AGUGUO
STANLEY NDIDI. Federal Polytechnic Nekede. Owerri and the general publ .
should take note.

1, formerly MISS MARGARET JWAKSHAK, now to be MRS MARGAREI
SHADRACH DASKYAKAR. Former documents remain valid. Plateau State
Ministry of Health and general public to note.

I, formerfy ZAINAB DANDUTSE, wish to be known and called MRS. ZA1INAB
DANDUTSE MOHAMMED. All former documents remain valid. Bayeri
University Kano to take note.

I, fonnerly known as ADEREMIAPATIRA, now wish to be known and addressee
as MRS. ADEREMI ADE-0OJO. All former documents remain valid. Gener?
public please note
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EGYPT 2006 AFRICAN NATIONS CUP

Feindouno scores late winner for Guinea

*Dos Santos leads Tunisia into last eight

ascal Feindouno

grabbed a last gasp

winnerto hand Guinea
a 2-1 victory over Zambia
yesterday in their Group C
African Nations Cup clash,
just as Tunisia recorded
their second win to book a
ticket into the quartre-finals
ofthe championship.

Guinea's win followed
their 2-0 defeat of South
\frica last Sunday and puts
them on the cusp of the
quarter-finals.

Feindouno scored two
minutes into stoppage
time, hitting his shot on
the underside of the bar
and just over the line.

The St Etienne striker
had earlier equalised with
a 74th minute penalty
after Fode Mansare had
been brought down by
Zambia's goalkeeper
George Kolola.

The penalty came after
a sustained period of
pressure from the
stronger Guinea side for
whom German-based mid-
fielder Pablo Thiam
squandered three excel-
lent chances.

Zambia, who had
suffered a 4-1 defeat in their
opening match at the hands
of champions Tunisia,
started the game strongly
and/had Guinea's defence
Istretched- on several
occasions wiA their pacy

attack.

The Zambians took the
lead in the 34th minute
when captain Elijah Tana
headed home from a corner
by James Chamanga,
jumping unchal-lenged to
steer the ball into the net.

The defender had earlier
gone close with a free kick
that whistled over the top
of Guinea's crosshar.

Chamanga also had a
chance for a goal for Zambia
in the first half but after

By Ismaila Umaru Lere,
Assistant Editor, with
Agency’ Reports

breaking free of the
opposing defence hit his
shot into the side netting.
Guinea began to show
signs of a revival near the
end of the first half when
Stoke City striker
Sambegou Ban-goura had
two opportunities but
squandered both.

In the second half,

Eguavoen sticks

esides the inclusion
of John Utaka,
Eagles coach Aus-
tin Egua-voen is expected
to stick to the same team
that pipped rivals Black
Stars of Ghana 1-0 for their

Friday against Zimba-bwe.
Victory on Friday will
take the Eagles through to

the last eight of the
tournament even before
their clash with the

Teranga Lions of Senegal
on Tuesday.

Thiam contrived to shoot
wide on three occasions
after working himself
behind Zambia's defence,
the most glaring miss of
which came just after
Feinduono had equalised
from the spot.

Also yesterday, Brazilian-
born striker Francileudo
Dos Santos steered holders
Tunisia into the African
Nations Cup quarter-finals
in a 2-0 win over South
Africa.

The Eagles rounded up
their training at 8pm local
time yesterday at the Port
Said Stadium as their match
on Friday against the
Warriors of Zimbabwe will
come up after the Senegal
vs. Ghana clash.

0 Ghana

Dos Santos, who scored
a hat-trick in their 4-1 rout
of Zambia, struck a 32nd
minute shot that squirmed
beneath keeper Calvin
Marlin in the driving rain
on a cold night at the
Harras EI-Hedoud Stadium.

M idfielder Slim
Benachour swept home
Tunisia's second in the
58th minute to secure a
convincing win for Roger
Lemerre's African
champions.

battlers

The Eagles will again be
without skipper Austin
‘Jay Jay’ Okocha, who is
still nursing a thigh injury
but Rennes forward Utaka
returns to the starting line-
up in place of Lille forward
Osaze Odemwingie.

..upbeat as Eagles set for Zimbabwe

decisive Group D tie on
uper Eagles chief
coach, Austin

S Eguavoen said
Wednesday thatIsis troops
game against <he_Wiwiors

of Zimbabweat-lite Stade*
0-»

The 42-year old trainer
told hotsportslive.com at
the team's Helnan Port Said
Hotel that th« squad has
put.behind itthe 1-0 win
over Ghana's Black Starson
Monday and fully focused
on the tie with the World

Super Eaglesforward John [Jtaka will return to the starting line-up after serving out his

one-match suspension

Cup qualifying series
victims.

Nigeria beat Zimbabwe 3-
0 inHarare and 5-1 in Abuja
during the qualifying race
and most people are
expecting the two-time
champions to Hay the
southern Africans on a cold
evening in Egypt’s fourth
city.

But Eguavoen, who saw
the Super Eagles’ World
Cup hopes vanish in the
arid climate of Abuja
despite the team scoring 10
goals in their last two
qualifying games, said the
Nigerians have learnt
never to under-rate any
team in any competition
and would put their feet
firmly on the throttle from
the first blow of the
referee’s whistle.

“You would agree with

me that we saw why not
to under-rate any team
during the Wo~ld Cup
qualifiers. Zimbabwe
qualified for this
competition because they
are a good team. You have
to be among the best in
Africa to qualify for the
Cup of Nations. So, we
are not even thinking
about our wins against
them in the World Cup
race.

“We are going for a win
with all our strength and
with our best legs”.

However, it was
gathered that team
skipper Jay-Jay Okocha,
who sat out Monday’s
win over Ghana, could
still be on the bench
against Charles M hlauri's
W arriors. He did not train
on Wednesday.

Pagt?47
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Mhlauri
talks

[°U"7

m A~give the Super Eagles
a run for their money ahe
of their Group D game on
Friday.

According to Mhlauri ”
Zimbabwe Warriors are n
under pressure facing a
powerhouse like Nigeria.

“It’s true we lost to Niger
in both games in the quali:i
butthiswill be a different ba
game,” Mhlauri told Kl< »
OFF atthe Helnan hotel of th
team, in Port Said.

“Nigeria is blessed with to
many talents, we respect them
but we are not afraid of tixc
stars they parade.

“We are approaching tfcc
game like every othergatac
I’ve said it several times that
we are not here to make the
numbers, butto make a great
eimpact”, he added. 1

Senegal went into tfcetr
African Nations Cup match
against Zimbabwe last
Monday harbouring dreams
of a goal-feast but found
themselves struggling to
overcome the weakest team
in Group D.

Although Senegal won 2-
0, Mhlauri said if the team
can repeat their Mona
performance against Nig
ria, he would be a fulfilled!
man.

“Ithink we did well agar
Senegal, if the team can pi
as well as they did on
Monday, then itwill be a n>
day,” Mhlauri concludes

Kuffour doubtful for Ghana

hana Black Stars and

AS Roma of lItaly

defence strongman,
Samuel Ossei Kuffour, is abig
doubt for the Ghanaians make
or mar cracker against the
Teranga Lions of Senegal on
Friday.

The stopper copped a
muscle sprain in the thigh in
the Black Stars' opening Group
D clash with Nigeria’s Super

Keshi: |

espite his team losing

their first two games at

the Nations Cup here,
Togo coach Stephen Keshi has
said he is confident he will take
the team to the World Cup in
the summerand see through his
contract. =

Keshi has come under

pressure here in Egypt as the

Eagles and has consequently
remained a big doubt for their
next match with the Senegalese
Lions on Friday.

Kuffour, itwas gathered, has
undergone a medical test,
aimed at ascertaining whether
he could still shrug off the
injury for Friday’s fixture.

The Ghana, Senegal
encounter comes up ahead of
the (Eagles second match with

the Warriors of Zimbab\
same day.

If effectively ruled out
the next match by the fitn.
test, Kuffour’s absence v,
be a big blow to Gha-1
ambition to qualify fro
Group D ofthe competitu
after the World Ct
qualifiers went down to t
Eagles in their first match
Monday.

will keep my job

Hawks have failed to fly, losing
both to DR Congo and
Cameroon and prompting talks
that he may not be the man in
charge when the team feature
at their first-ever World Cup
finalsin Germany inJune.

"My contract \\ ith Togo runs
till June after the World Cup and
Iwill see itthrough,” said Keshi.

“After the World Cup we w
see whether | stay or take
another offer.”

His much publicised face-t
with star player SheyiAdeba ¢
has also notenhanced his fut .

“That problem is past ten
"Keshi insisted on Thurso,
don’t want to talk about tr
again.”



AFRICAN NATIONS CUP

Yesterday’s Results
Zambia 1, Guinea 2
Tunisia 2, South Africa 0
Tunisia, Guinea qualifyfor
quartre-finals
Today’s Matches
Guinea vs Senegal 4.15 pm
Nigeria vs Zimbabwe 7.00 pm

EDITORIAL
New Nigerian at 40

s the Northern governors meet, we want to
draw their attention to an issue that may or
may not be on their agenda. The New Nige-

RIDAAV Column

Friday, January

Obasanjo and the Same-Sex Nonsense

make me even temporarily forget the disaster of tazarce waiting

to happen. But something did. After more than six years of wit-
nessing planned chaos take over the polity, it came as a pleasant
and joyfttl surprise to many of us last week that the government
could send a bill to the National Assembly asking for a law to ban
homosexual and lesbian marriages in Nigeria.

You were not surprised that it as not done well or on time. You
were surprised that it was done at all. Wasn’t it curious that the same
government that was only recently trying to force an even more

I‘ never thought that there could be anything on earth that could

rian Newspapers Limited, a fore-runner in the risatsuctive Comprehensive Sexuality Education scheme into the

paper publishing business in the North, turned 40 this
month; and fittingly, it is commemorating the occa-
sion, albeit in a low key manner. Established in 1966
at a time when there was a need for a journal to pur-
vey the views of the North and redress the imbalance
in the incidence of newspapers and, therefore, the
jflow of information across the country, the New Ni-
gerian has discharged its assignment creditably. It
perved as the voice of the North, giving expression to
the region's aspiration and championing its cause.
All these, it did in the best tradition of the journal-
ism profession serving in the process to raise a corps
of seasoned and dedicated journalists who have gone
ahead either to establish and run other media or do-
ing well for themselves in other professions.

We are pained to report, however, that today; this
jfeat achieved by the organisation can only be recalled
in nostalgia. The once vibrant and must-read jour-
nal has turned into a shadow of its former self; a
point poignantly underscored by its former editor and
managing director, Mallam Adamu Ciroma who in a

pecial edition noted that the paper has “stopped be-
ng current, being relevant and stopped appearing in
the market.”

To what factors then can the decline of the New
Nigerian newspaper be ascribed? The first is its ac-
quisition by the federal government in 1975. It was
an act that whittled down the paper’s independence;
as its top management became government appoin-
ees, it increasingly grew into a mere mega-phone of
he government of the day. The result was that it
ost its readership along with the revenue accruing
rom it, which paved way for the decline of its opera-
ions. This situation was further made worse by un-
maginative and bad leadership. The workers have

ad to bear the brunt of all these, as their wages and
alaries, pensions and gratuities have remained un-
aid. Indeed, unpaid emoluments and other staff
ntitlements constitute a huge burden on the com-
any. To alleviate the sufferings of the working staff
nd those that have retired, it is the duty of the fed-
ral government to make funds available to settle
hese entitlements.

So, in its anniversary, the proper question to ask is
iow should the company be revitalised? To be sure,
Fhere is no shortage of measures toward this end. At
bne time the Bureau of Public Enterprise (BPE) was
instructed to prepare it for privatisation; apparently
this did not materialise. The federal government,
According to reports, has now given it back to the
Northern state governments - its former owners -
many of whom have their own newspaper companies.
In the face of competing demand for scarce funds, it
is difficult to see how they can mobilise funds to un-
dertake NNN'’s revitalisation. Even so, the commit-
tee raised by the state governors to study the opera-
tions of the company and make recommendation has
submitted its report. Its implementation is being ea-
gerly awaited. The Northern state governments
should embark on a two-pronged action. In the in-
terim, the state governors should establish a trust
comprising seasoned journalists with established
record of managing not only newspaper organisations,
but also other companies. This body should be given
five years to put the company on a sound economic
footing after which it will be prepared for eventual
privatisation. It should be done in such a way that its
ownership would reflect its origin and purpose of its
creation.

nation’s curricula, which would teach that human sexuality was a
matter of free choice, was now trying to stop what would have
resulted directly from it?

There was little doubt that if that ill-conceived and undigested
scheme had found its way into the curricula ofour secondary schools,
increasing promiscuity, free-choice in the so-called sexual orienta-
tion— including homosexuality, lesbianism, bestiality and a host of
other unmentionable perversions and a general weakening of the
moral fibre of future society would have been the direct result.

| also failed to understand the logic ofa regime that would seem to
have so enthusiastically supported the abolition of the death pen-
alty in the name of copy-copy modernity, but would now turn its
back on the latest queer Avant-garde fashion from the cultural me-
tropolis. For another, it just didn’t sound like the government that
only recently promoted and supported the ill-fated carnival.

Obviously, whoever would support that document on sexuality
or spend hard-eamed money to prepare for a carnival or be opposed
to the death penalty would not be someone unduly worried by
questions of morality.

According to Edward Gibbon, the famous author of the magiste-
rial The Decline and Fall o fthe Roman Empire, the decline of Rome
set in at precisely the time Roman women abandoned the home; and
the fall began when Roman men began running after each other. The
evidence for this last debauchery is today there for all to see in the
volcanic tomb at Pompeii. What this means is that there is a direct
causal relationship between standards of morality and the life of a
civilization.

In ancient times, when there was Hellenic, or the semblance of
scriptural, morality in place up to the Middle Ages, homosexuals,
like heretics, were burnt at the stake. Many believe that the open,
explicit and public indulgence in homosexual practice led to the end
of Rome; and it was not improbable that the volcanic eruption of
Mount Vesuvius that completely covered the cities of Pompeii,
Herculaneum and Stabiae in 79 AD came in the form ofdivine pun-
ishment for the very practices that the city dwellers were engaged in
as lave covered them. Archaeological excavations seemed to have
corroborated this and those cities today stand as symbols and
testimonies to the coming of the wrath of the Lord.

Condemned by all revealed religions, even though Christian the-
ology is unofficially undergoing extensive revision to make it in
accord with the new gay culture, and shunned by all decent folk,
homosexuals have always operated in the dark.

Since Roman times, homosexuality had come a long way. Always
derided by all societies, succour would soon come to them through
the liberalizing effect of the subtly anti-divine cultural and intellec-
tual movements of 19th century Europe, notably the works of the
self-proclaimed Godless Sigmund Freud. Under the influence of the
theories of psychoanalysis, what was a sin suddenly became an
unresolved psychological situation.

Homosexual feelings became not the fault of the human person
but due to the effects of the blind forces of an unresolved Oedipus
Complex for males and an unresolved Electra Complex for females.
Later, they said it not the result o f these complexes but it was all there
in the genes from the beginning as a sexual orientation pre-ordained.
Yet they still talk of ‘free choice’even when they keep insisting that
it is all in genetic. In other words, it could be due to anything other
than the will of the person committing the act. Freud provided the
Western World with a ‘scientific’ excuse—and an ever-changing
moral code—to evade responsibility for the [imjmoral choices that
men or women make.

But what exactly is it? Is ita madness or a disease or is it, in fact, a
sin deliberately committed by perverted minds? It may all sound so
strange that despite all the masterful help Freud had given to the
world of sexual perversion, they were still not sure what to make of
it. For instance, it was only in 1973 that the American Psychological
Association Board of Trustees removed homosexuality from its
official diagnostic manual of mental disorders.

They said no replicated scientific study supporting any biologi-
cal etiology has been made for it; and no psychosocial dynamic has
been identified for it. In other words, it is not a disease and it is not a
madness. And even ifit is a sin, the world is secular. Thank you very
much. And, therefore, emboldened by this new science that takes
away responsibility for immoral acts, homosexuals began to ‘come
out.” Deviance had become fashion and the world will begin to taste
one of the consequences of dismissing religion from everyday life.

With the Gay Liberation Frontof 1960°s New York, the so-called
gay politics began in earnest to demand equal rights and an end to
discrimination. Equal rights with who and discrimination from what?
There was no answer, but by 1967 homosexuality had ceased to be
illegal even in conservative Britain. By 1989, the way to gay marriage

Printed and published by Media Trust Nigeria Limited, C orporate Office: No. 41. Lusaka Street O ffBissau Street, Wuse Zone 6 Abuja. Tel: 09 - 5235787,5238726,
Fax: 09-5238725. New .fax number: 2721036. Lagos Office: Textile Workers House, 10, Acme Road, Agidingbi - Ikeja, Tel: 01-4707296. Kaduna Office: No. 6,
Sullubawa Close, OffKaturu Road, Unguwar Sarki, G..R.A. Kaduna, Tel: 062 - 245916, Fax: 062-2424%, e-mail: dailytrust(S/yahoo.co.uk, or letterefawecklytrust.com.
All correspondence to: P.O.Box 6873, Wuse, Abuja. Ag. tditor: AbdulazeezAbdullahi.

ByAdamuAdamu

was opened wider when Denmark gave gay men in regisk-
nerships all the rights enjoyed by couples in real niarri..

years later all ofthe European Union, with the sole, heroic ¢ >
of the Isle of Man, had decriminalized homosexuality.

In 1994 Britain lowered the age ofconsent from 21 to IS
years later the judiciary in the United States allowed same -
riages; and itwas only a matter oftime before it was copied
even there it was not so much as accepted.

And the first to cry out was President George Bush himse
more than two centuries of American jurisprudence, and mf
human experience, a few judges and local authorities are pn>
change the most fundamental institution of civilization. T k n
has created confusion on an issue that requires clarity.”

Charles Colson, a Christian activist who had argued tha
ing gay marriage will lead to more family breakdown and cn nt
on to explain what the president meant by that.

"Marriage is the traditional building block of human sm
tended both to unite couples and bring children into th.
Tragically, the sexual revolution led to the decoupling ot
and procreation; same-sex ‘marriage’ would pull them cor K
apart, leading to an explosive increase in family collap*.
wedlock births—and crime. How do we know this?

In nearly 30 years of prison ministry. I've witnessed :
trous consequences of family breakdown—in the live-
sands of delinquents. Dozens of studies now confirm the
I’ve seen with my own eyes. Boys who grow up without

vn

at least twice as likely as other boys to end up in pri- Mty
percent of rapists and 72 percent of adolescent murder, c\er
knew or lived with their fathers.

Even in the toughest inner-city neighborhoods, just 10 pi 11 Of
kids from intact families get into trouble, but 90 percent o ftk n«i
broken families do. Girls raised without a father in the horn «five
times more likely to become mothers while still adolesce I'hid-
dren from broken homes have more academic and behavior
lems at school and are nearly twice as likely to drop oui
school.” Certainly, children need a stable family envin
grow into healthy wholesome adults; and society too dec*
strong, stable families. And even if there is no divine mor.i me
so-called same-sex marriages can not serve the three-fol xse
ofnormal wholesome marriages— that is, legitimate procrc life
of chastity and sanctification.

And even for those who do not believe in God [and how >ttu-
nate and miserable their lot!] the grim statistics from a life <no-
sexuality is daunting. According to Christl Vonholdt, pae eiai
and president of the German Institute of Youth and Socier\ oof

homosexuals die of diseases related to their sexual prefen.
Even for the nation-state as actor, the issue of sex ha* .
implications for its future. It was not for nothing that tt
scripture counsel restraint. A 1934 study by the Oxford antt
gist, Professor J. D. Unwin, has established a link betweei
on sexual behaviour and development. For this reasor
even if it is heterosexual— pre-marital or even if post-mani1 v
tween unmarried couples, is as unacceptable as homosev
and its long-term effect on society nearly as deadly.

»'»>

Yet it is from these people that we copy ever so enth JK
even in those areas where we can teach them; and that tes
everything about life and living as one should. We belies
purpose to life. Most of them don’t believe or don’t car.
society thinks that man is on earth for the sake of pleasure, tor
us life means a religion of personal moral commitment to f ind
control our desires. Because they have built the biggest nai
system, they think they also occupy the highest moral - of
civilization. They don’t, and we should stop copying fron

And though the Western World— America and Western. =n
Eastern, Europe— sees itselfas such, the truth is that, the W i is
really not a civilization. It is merely a very successful techr cat
revolution. As an entity, the West is culture-distorting in its er md

in essence, it is anti-civilisational. The mere fact that it h.:
fully penetrated and culturally polluted the world doesn’t m
make it a civilization. Even for world powers, there is a d
between being civilized and being dominant. And as is alre
adopting their moral code is a sure ticket to decay and not to \V]
ment. But even ifitis, | am sure there are many people in th tr\
who will rather we remain painfully poor and undeveloped tat
we sink into this decadence in order to become developed
The ball was kicked here by a group trying to hold a:
general meeting of gays either with the theme or under tlx
Changing Attitude in Nigeria, CAN, perhaps in a delibe
disrespectful parody of the real CAN, the Christian Assm
Nigeria. They wanted to drum up support for their
behaviour—these people whose death is better than their
Following their aborted meeting the Federal Govenv
nounced its intention to seek for legislation to ban homosex
lesbianism in the country. It is probably not an exaggeraii
that in the entirety of the life of this Administration, it has rvm
plished any act that has the merit of this bill. We salute Pt_
Olusegun Obasanjo and his cabinet for taking such a harc:
favour of morality—a stand that for once sees them standr
same rank with the people in whose name they govern th:
We hope the president will face the other moral choice ir
him of whether to attempt to extend his tenure or whethei
sanity and constitutionalism to prevail with the same a-
with which he confronted the homosexuals.

he



