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Publisher’s message

ssor

Pan-Africanism and the 
for a Union Government

honour at Howard University, in Washing- 
DC, the 49-year old businessman said 

way out of this perpetual 
on the Western mass media. I* 
with the creation of a ‘New 

Africa’ He talked of a Union Government

Abiola takes Concord mission to Amer,cans
I

years at
monopoli w , _____ _
African news by the developed nations
„..J — I. jng blacks around the world

closer together."
Chief Abiola expt

magazine "will evolve to become a power­
ful forum for all development-minded

could blacks in the world who share the ideals of months — that part of his mission was I 
imperative need definitely a resounding success.
_________ Asgede Hugos j I-■

I Washington Informer and Hill Reed, publisher of Capitol Spotlight
\?V^al a Somali knows about neigh- 
v V bounng Kenya and its people prob- 

| ably comes from what he hears on the BBC 
i or the Voice of America. How most 
i Sudanese view Nigeria and Nigerians is 
| probably based on information from the 
I Western media

The reality in Africa today, African 
Concord publisher Chief M K O Abiola.

| told a group of publishers and university 
educators in Washington, recently, “is 
that to communicate between one region 
and another, even by telephone, one still 
has. in most cases, to go through Europe."

“But, why should we always allow others 
to report and analyse what is happening in 
the world, particularly on our continent 
and in the black diaspora?" he asked. 
"Why can’t we seize the initiative of telling 
the world about us or about our views of 
them?

Speaking at a luncheon given in his. 
honour at Howard University, in Washing­
ton DC, the 49-year old businessman said . e uarrjs 
there is a way out of this perpetual for hjs visit to the United States was to see links” with the School of Communications 
dependency on the Western mass media. It jf the American market could support an of Howard and hopes researchers from the . 
must begin with the creation of a ‘New expanded operation of the magazine. school will conduct a feasibility study to 
ofXanV.aikesdwtchUhne°d" srribed^ He established the African Concord two 
federation to which every black person can years ago, he explained, to break the ■ . •I’fh . i inir.-d St ites claim a right of cmzensSp." monopol'listicgnp - J^issemmatton, of “d State^ *........ ...

United States, he said, was “personal" — j 
to be more specific, it was to bring down ■ 
his weight. "I wanted to surprise my I 

pressed hope that the children who have been teasing me about j 
Ive to become a power- getting too fat." he quipped Looking at I 

the numbers — he lost 60 pounds in two j 
part of his mission

kno^n in the
Chief Abiola- »^|rj ' '

communc3t.on^hjir ,„.dl |rr |I1I1;| ‘ 
abroad - preside"1 Mlddle East ...

for the PurP“S,he Afncan SIudl“ ai>d 
administered !’>’ . ;,nnu.il awards are
Research Centre. who write the best 
to be given to nKm and how the new 
essays on Pan-Africa' it bc founded. 
Africa be talked •>. pub|ished in African 
Winning essays will bep
Concord, he su'd. _re5Sed his inten. :

He established the African Concord two 
•— ago. he explained, to break the 

olistic grip on the dissemination of
“In spite of the difficulties that face the „and l0 br,n 

continent, he said, I am optimistic that 
with deliberate efforts by us all. Africans 
can within the next fifty years or so attain a 
federation that can rival any superpower."

Another recurring message in his re­
marks was how African Concord 
serve as a thread connecting Africans in 
diaspora. In fact, one of the main reasons
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Abuja: Is it worth it?
Abuja may well be a grand error unworthy of the huge investments. 1

News Insight

■s as the 
not well

I

— Bayo Onunuga
7

sorts ot papers from government and above all, they need to 
wheedle government to buy their products.

This is why almost all Nigeria’s businesses are concentrated 
in Lagos. It is a concentration that was begotten by an acute 
understanding ot Nigeria’s political economy. Up till today, 
the Nigerian government is still the richest institution: it is still 
the biggest spender.

When the movement to Abuja is completed in 1991, will 
Abuja not become another Lagos? Will all manners ut people 
not Hock there and erect tents jUst anywhere, at least to get 
government’s attention.

The other argument — that Lagos is dominated by the 
Yoruba, is too simplistic and superficial to have hoodwinked 
the entire nation into believing that Abuja will be a solution.

Fray, how does a nation cement its tenuous ties on the 
streets ot a city. True unity is not built on such a basis. It 
comes out ot a more genuine and serious effort. It cannot be 
achieved even through quota or the ethnic balancing m ap­
pointments. It comes only when Nigerians, wherever they arc 
teel they are truly Nigerians; when their children are not 
discriminated against by school fees or contract jobs (reserved 
only tor foreigners), when a Hausa or Ibo is rest assured that a 
Yoruba in public ottice will serve not a narrow interest, but the 
interests ot all. I hese are the only paths to unity — not Abuja.

‘‘More important, is Abuja a better alternative 
to Lagos? These are the thematic questions 
here. Abtfja, it strongly seems, is a gross error. 
From the beginning when it was conceived, 
mid-stream when the caterpillars, bulldozers, 
contractors and labourers moved in. Abuja is 
madness, national madness.”

A buJat as Nigeria’s political capital is gradually becoming a I 
*J*Yealify- No one in his right senses will contest this. Not 
alter iwo ^cdCTal ministnes shitted base from Lagos into the 
city. Not with the apparent federal resolve to make the city 
ready lor a lull-tlcdged Federal occupation by 1991. In a mat­
ter ot lew years, Abuja will be de-lacto and de-jure, Nigeria’s 
capital. 1 hat is Abuja’s destiny, that is the role dreamed tor it 
by its founding fathers 10 years ago.

But should Abuja have been at all? Is the shitting ot the na­
tion’s capital from Lagos necessary at all? Is Abuja worth the 
more than Ml billion already spent on It? Examining these 
issues, against the backdrop ot the present circumstances may 
be an exercise in futility, but the inferences are irresistibly in­
valuable. They are pungent lessons to guard against future 
mistakes. Abuja is a mistake, it is a gross error of judgment. 
Why?

I hc birth ot Abuja came amidst a mass disenchantment 
with Lagos. As the dual capital ot Lagos State (until 1976) and 
Nigeria, Lagos became patently over-burdened, almost break­
ing down. Much money was pumped into it, in fhe days ot the 
pctro-naira boom, but Lagos could not be re-invigorated. 
Traffic clogged daily; the telephones didn’t work; power supp­
ly was irregular; population over-exploded burgeoming 
suburbs became, overnight, sprawling slums; piped water and 
housing were inadequate. And besides, Lagos had the disad­
vantage ot not being a national city. It was dominated by the 
Yorubas, one ot out ot Nigeria’s 300 motley tribes.

And so began the search tor an alternative capital that will 
be truly national, that will be bereft ot the chaos ot Lagos. The 
Murtala Muhammed administration gave the assignment to 
the Akmola Aguda panel. Kaduna, a melting pot ot Nigeria’s 
multi-ethnic groups, was suggested. It was rejected because 
Kaduna too is dommated by the Hausa-Fulani, just like the 
Yorubas hold sway in Lagos.

After much cnss-crossing across the globe and within 
Nigeria, the panel came up with an ingenious solution: it chose 
an area geographically posited in the centre ot Nigeria, an area 
sparsely populated by some minority groups, largely 
undeveloped. That was how Abuja was created — just by the 
stroke of the pen.

Work gradually began on this site — the architectural design 
was made, land clearing was begun and by the late 1970s, 
structures began to emerge. Building work was accelerated 
under the Shagan regime — and overnight the virgin land ot 
Abuja became the contractors’ Mecca, who thronged not to 
visit but to participate in the looting ot the limitless treasures m 
the new city’s bottomless pit.

The despoliation ot Abuja now belongs to history. But 
would that plunder not have been averted? Should it have 
taken place at all? Was the enthusiasm to bllild a new capital 
city from scratch necessary? More important, is Abuja a 
better alternative to Lagos? These are the thematic questions 
here.

Abuja, it strongly seems, is a gross error. From the beginn­
ing when it was conceived,-mid-stream when the caterpillars, 
bulldozers, contractors and labourers moved in. Abuja is 
madness, national madness. It should not have been.
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I I he arguments that stripped Lagos oi " n. 
I Federal capital were in retrospect, balder

grounded on logic. . why? 1 his
Lagos, its antagonists said, was too conges ‘tackJg hcad- 

was one great question the Aguda Panel tailed 1 n0 special 
on with logic. No city just becomes clogged ir it the f 
allure that winks at everyone — the low and the bounty ot
and rich, the desperadoes, everyone. Lagos has 
such allure. s per

It is Nigeria’s biggest commercial centre. More has
cent oi Nigeria’s industries are in Lagos. And ’cnt _ 
the fortune (or misfortune) to host the Federal co 
Nigeria’s richest institution. Nigeria’s economy, 
ing and sharing begin and end with the Federal G 
lhat is the institution that makes people, through the patro­
nage of contracts, millionaires. J hat is the mstituti » 
through laws and overwhelming powers, max crn 
businesses. Businessmen need import licences from g ■ 
ment, they need to be registered by government, they
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presidential liar mat hardly got any ap­
plause trom experts, Shagan brought 
the date forward to 1982.

In the ex-president’s calculation, it 
more contractors could be engaged in 
the construction ot the new city, the first 
phase would certainly be ready by 1982. 
Thus new contracts were awarded most­
ly to partisan NPN loyalists, some of 
whom were merely out to grab the 
mobilisation tecs and disappear 
thereafter. Abuja thus became a place 
tor all kinds of contractors who did 
anything but execute the contracts 
awarded to them. Thus, hundred ot 
millions ot naira were pumped into the 
construction ot this futuristic capital city 
ot the nation ostensibly to beat the new 
presidential deadline. But not much

Muhammed: Appointed a panel of experts.
Everyone who knows something about 
construction — roads, houses, bridges 
— came running towards Abuja. And 
their singular goal? 1 o get a bite ot the 
huge contract pie lying in the territory.

from a rocky savanna highland 
sparsely inhabited by eight ot Nigeria’s 
minority tribes namely the Koras, 
(jbagis, Bassas, Ganaganas (Nupes), 
Egburas, Gades and Gwandaras, Abuja 
soon became an artificial city, dug out 
ot the rock. Physical construction at the 
new city m the past ten years reached a 
tempo between 1980 and 1983 when the 
country was under the’ civilian ad­
ministration ot Alhaji Shehu Shagan.
ihe former president hardly disguised 

his desire to be the first Nigerian leader 
to move into Abuja and rule trom there, 
thus early in his first tenure, he altered 
the completion schedule ot the first 
phase ot the city. The master-plan pro­
vided tor 1985 as the date tor the com­
pletion of the first phase, but by a

Aguda: ‘ 'Lagos is inadequate . 
could be shown tor it in terms ot real 
development ot the territory.

By December 1983 when the military 
booted out the’ Shagan government, 
Abuja had become a city in limbo, in­
deed “a monumental symbol of the na­
tional failure” as one Nigerian pointed 
out in a newspaper article. 1'he city was 
literally deserted, contractors and all. 
Construction sites were abandoned, with 
many projects done halt-way and 
others, at the toundation stages.

It was 1984. t-or a while, the idea of 
Abuja seemed dead, f ew people showed 
enthusiasm. Even it there was enough 
enthusiasm, money was now short. Abu­
ja was becoming something oi a laded 
dream. Would it be allowed to become 
one?

1’he then militay government ot 
General Muhammadu Buhan thought it 
shouldn’t. It did one thing presumably 
to reassure Nigerians. It ordered the ar­
rest ot all the contractors who abandon- 
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development Authority (FCDA). The 
pCDA was mandated with the respon­
sibility ot planning and developing the 
neW Federal Capital.

in design, Abuja is a very ambitious 
city. I he ldca trom al1 indications was to 
give the country a befitting, modern 
capital city, comparable, it not in size, at 
least in beauty, to some ot the leading 
capitals ot the world.
When the FCDA commenced work on 
the ecclectic territory now called Abuja, 
some ten years ago, the nation had 
enough money to match the grand ambi­
tion ot the city’s designers. The Federal 
Government on its part was forthcoming 
in providing funds to the FCDA. Abuja 
soon became a natural haven tor both 
big and small time contractors.

cd their projects in Abuja. 1 he ad­
ministration also appointed a federal 
Minister tor Abuja and reverted to the 
original date tor the completion ot the 
first phase ot the city.

In what was seen at the time as a well- 
considered action, the Buhan govern­
ment announced its intention to scale 
down on some ot the original plans tor' 
the city. It also announced the extension 
of the schedules for the completion ot 
the various phases ot the project and the 
movement of the federal government to 
the new capital.

loday, Abuja has become the city ot 
the hour. Two federal ministries have 
moved into the place and more are ex­
pected to follow from next year. So the 
natural question has been: how prepared 
is Abuja at the moment to assume the 
role being foisted on it?

Although Abuja has been playing host 
occasionally to the nation’s various 
leaders, especially during such occasions 
as the country’s National Day, the 
movement ot the federal Ministries ot 
Trade and Internal Affairs to the new ci­
ty has heightened interest in the attairs 
of the town. Despite these movements, 
Abuja today still retains its quiet, tidy 
ambience.

Along the splendid, tlower-lined, dual 
carnage festival Road, stand several 
notices bearing the exhortation. "Help 
keep Abuja clean and tidy.” I his is the 
last conclusive evidence that one is in 
Abuja, the new capital city.

Roaring sounds ot heavy duty vehicles 
— caterpillars, graders and tippers — 
and the clangour ot metal on metal, issu­
ing trom construction sites, till the air. 
Pedestrians, young and old, move back 
and torth the flower-hedged sidewalks 
along Festival Road. Everywhere has a 
distinctive Abuja smelt — a blend ot 
freshness, harmattan wind and dust rais­
ed trom road construction sites.

Abuja mercifully lacks the rumbusti­
ousness of Lagos. ‘Ihe presence oi vast 
tracks of undeveloped land makes the ci­
ty look like a wilderness in some parts. 
But the row ot well constructed, line 
houses in the central part ot Garki 
District symbolises the beauty and ar­
chitectural accomplishment of the new 
city. Abuja is a sunken city with 
numerous bridges and viaducts linking 
the extremely low places with the 
elevated parts.

The central parts ot Garki and Wusc 
Districts which at present art the most 
developed areas ot the federal Capital 
1 erntory hold out the promise ot the 
new city, these are where one would 
tmd most ot the beautitul houses in the

9
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town and social amenities. Most houses 
in Garki are already completed, whereas 
in other districts ot the city, such as 
Asakoro, Manama and some parts ot 
Wuse, two out ol every three houses are 
yet to be finished. In a good many ot 
these uncompleted houses, no turther 
work is gomg on, a possible indication 
that they have been abandoned by the 
contractors. Many parts ot Wuse which 
together with Garki torm the residential 
spine oi Abuja, are yet to start enjoying 
electricity. FCDA, however, provided 
such areas with electric generators which 
operate between 6 p.m. and 7 a.m.

One simple reason Abuja has often 
been rcterred to as a tragmented city is 
its numerous uncompleted housing 
estates. There are many ot such in Wuse 
District, scattered here and there. But 
the Minister for the Federal Capital 
Development, Air Commodore Hamza 
Abdullahi says his ministry is applying 
its mind to the task ot getting these 
buildings completed as quickly 
possible.

With the planned movement ot more 
ministries into the city early next year, 
the need tor more houses is only certain; 
Abdullahi says the FCDA is making et- 
torts to complete at least 10,000 housing 
units belore the arrivat ot more 
ministries.

Meanwhile the FCDA claims it has 
been able to provide enough houses to 
the statt of the two ministries already in 
Abuja. It has allocated more than 5,000 
housing units to the two ministries tor 
their staff. Some ot the houses are three- 
bedroom apartments while others are 
AFRICAN CONCORD 30DECEMBER 1986
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one would expect in a situation ot this 
kind.”

Mr. Ndite said the houses provided 
are not too bad. The Internal Affairs 
Minister, John Shagaya re-echoed this 
when he addressed the press at the con­
ference centre of his ministry in Abuja. 
The minister said that his ministry had 
no special problems. He pointed out that 
whatever problems that existed at all 
were normal problems that would disap­
pear with time. When a reporter drew 
the minister’s attention to the 
unreadiness ot the minister’s office, he 
argued that the observation was wrong. 
He jocularly asked the reporter to come 
over tor coffee in his office to see 
whether it was ready or not.

Some ot the workers interviewed 
spoke well of the cost ot food items inthe 
town. Nearly all ot them admitted that 
food prices were cheap enough. The ci­
ty’s food supplies come from Niger, 
Kaduna, Kwara and Plateau — the tour 
states that border Abuja.

At the Wuse open market which holds 
only on Fridays, a tin ot garn sold tor 
NB, a cup ot rice tor 50k while a cup ot 
beans sold tor 40k. A large packet of 
Omo detergent sold at Nil, a gallon of 
vegetable oil at N14, three tubers ot yam 
at N2 while the large packet of Elephant 
Blue detergent went for N9. These prices 
compare well with those obtainable at
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loaded with human beings. FCDA of­
ficials acknowledge that transportation 
is a major problem in the city. But the 
minister says efforts are being made to 
get this problem under control.

FCDA buses ply mostly distant routes 
like Nyanya and Gwagwalada. 
Gwagwalada and Idu serve as the in­
dustrial centres of the Federal Capital 
Territory: The former is the location of

Abuja, unlike Lagos, is neat and tidy. 
I’he streets are provided with trash cans 
and, at intervals, there are stickers and 
_____ admonishing residents and 
visitors to help keep Abuja clean, to help 
make the city the pride ot the nation. 
The roads are laid out in such a way that 
even when the city hits its projected 
maximum population ot 3.1 million peo­
ple, traff ic jam is not likely to constitute 
any problem. The minister says com­
pliance with approved building plans is 
strictly enforced. The city is surrounded 
by a network of ring roads. At the cen­
tral area ot the city is a criss-cross of col­
lector and arterial roads. Sewage 
disposal is planned to constitute no 
health hazards.

All the neighbourhood and District 
centres in the city are planned to have a 
health centre and hospital. At present

15

Summit in Nigeria.
The Hyatt Regency Hotel which is 60 

per cent owned by the FCDA is also an 
architectural delight. It has more than 
750 Ruest rooms and suites and a mighty 
plaza tor night clubs and cocktails.
Abuja has other ambitious public buil­

dings some ot which, however, are yet to 
be completed. These, combined with 
the city’s numerous and tine network ot 
roads io enhance the beauty of this 
potentially great town. The national 
mosque, a dignified super-structure, is 
located at the central area ot phase one 
ot the city. Standing on massive pillars 
with reinforced pedestals and semi­
circular archs, the mosque has a rather 
imposing, gold-coloured minaret. It is 
expected, according to Commodore Ab­
dullahi to be ready tor use in early 1988. 
So tar more than N15 million has‘been 
invested on the building and N10 million 
out ot this came from the Federal 
Government.

I he federal Government has also set 
aside Nil) million tor the erection ot a na­
tional cathedral. A piece ot land has 
been allocated to the project. But the 
minister says work is yet to start on the 
cathedral because the various Christian 
sects have not agreed on who should col­
lect the federal grant. Commodore Ab­
dullahi says as soon as the Christians 
reach a consensus and present the plan 
lor the cathedral, the tund would be | 
released to their trustees.

Meanwhile smaller churches by the . 
various Christian denominations are spr­
inging up here and there in Abuja. The 
Catholic Church has one at Garki while. | 
the Anglican Church has another at 
Wuse. Both are still under construction, 
although Sunday services are already be­
ing conducted in them.

At the moment, Abuja has a popula­
tion oi not more than titty thousand. 
Many areas ot the new territory are not 
yet inhabited. As such, many of the pro­
blems associated with over-crowding are 
not experienced in the city. Traffic flow 
is tree, a sharp contrast to the cloggy 
roads ot Lagos. Once you are lucky to 
find the transport, movement trom one 
part ot the territory to another takes a 
little time. The roads are good and 
many. But the means ot transportation 
are inadequate. Taxi cabs painted m pin 
stripe green and white colours are the 
only means readily available. The tew 
FCDA buses operate on schedule and 
along specific routes, in the mornings 
and after 3.30 p.m. when workers are 
going home trom work, it is common to 
see topless heavy trucks that mostly 
belong to the construction companies,

' A buja Central Mosque.

' the Nigerian Bottling Company and the i equipment, at the Abuja airport. 
Nima Carpet and furniture Manutac- ‘
turing Company. The latter is the home 
ot System Metal Industry.

The transportation problem ot the ci- notices 
ty was worsened last week by a fuel scar- 
city which hit some northern cities in­
cluding Abuja. '1'he only petrol station 
in the city — National — did not receive 
regular supply. Even when it did, the 
queue ot motorists desperate to fill their 
tanks was mterminably long. Some 
motorists had to drive to Suleja, some 40 
mmute-journey from Abuja, in seach ot 
tuel.

Abuja, in the last few days, has not 
been accessible by air. The airport lacks 
the necessary facilities to make landing 
under a harmattan weather, less tur­
bulent. The Nigeria Airways which 
operates the only flight to the city had to 
cancel its flight to Abuja for six con-

Af RICAN CONCORD 30 DECEMBER 1986
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African Concord 1987 Essay Competition

Longman African Writers
Heroes lyayi 
Flamingo Sowande 
Loyalties Maja-Pearce

All entries must be accompanied by­
announcement.

” broken down? And how 
union?

'' bcf.' -'-’i Africans on the 
descendants in the diaspora be

Sol T. Plaalje 
NATIVE LIFE 

IN SOUTH AFRICA
I

The Dilemma of a Ghost/Anowa Aidoo 
The Marriage of Anansewa/Edufa

We seize this opportunity to thank Longman publishers, 
sponsors of our 1986 competition. For the 1987 competi­
tion we wish to thank Longman once again for their 
support, as well as Heinemann. Women’s Press. Penguin. 
Faber and Faber. Helm. Hamish Hamilton. Yale, 
Allison and Busby, Andre Deutsch Virago and Pan.

Longman
Longman Group, Longman House, Burnt Mill, Harlow, Essex CM23 2JE, U.K.

AhklCANCUNCOKU JU UhCtMBhK 1986

Longman African Classics
Tales of Amadou Koumba Diop 
Hungry Flames Mzamane 
Fools Ndebele
Scarlet Song Ba
Sundiata Niane
The Last Dufy Okpewho

Forthcoming //

Master and Servant Mulwa ®
The Victims Okpewho jf 
Call Me Not a Man MalshobaL
The Beggars'Strike Sow Fall Kl-

Violence lyayi
Native Life in South Africa Plaatje

* The competition is open to all African Concord readers 
except the staff of Concord Press of Nigeria and their 
relatives.

* The winner will be rewarded with books donated by our 
sponsors, valued at over £500. The remaining books, 
valued at over £500. will be shared among eleven runners- 
up.

F°oi$ 
‘nd^ries i

Prize-winning Literature wor^over t0 won 
Enter this competition now!
You are invited to enter our 1987 Essay Competition.

11 Choose one of the following topics:

■ t How can the barriers militating against the founding of 
a Union of African States be broken down? And how

I soon do you envisage such a union?

, - Discuss the role of the African woman, or the black 
woman in the Western world, in the black struggle.

3 What is the best approach to liberation struggle in 
southern Africa, in view of the apartheid regime’s 
increasing desperation? Would it be more effectively 
waged on a sub-regional level, or should greater focus be 
placed on intensification of the internal struggle?

4 Should African states, collectively or individually, 
pursue the attainment of nuclear technology, both for

I domestic and military' purposes?

5 How can the relationship between
continent and their gu^-.J-..:: 
maximised?

^1 blacks in history, whom do you best admire and

7 Is a common language. European or African, impera­tive in forging a union of African states? Also, consider | 
the feasibility of adopting a bilingual approach in 
conducting business in an African federation.

The essay should be between 800 and 1.000 words and 
must reach African Concord before 30th March. 1987. j

Way. PO Bax 4483. Ikeja-Lagos. Nigeria. I
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there is independence celebration 
there is going to be prayer tor the

smaller churches here and there, it y 
go round the city now there are ma 
churches coming up. There is a distr 
mosque in Garki, tor instance. These £ 
ditterent trom the national cathedral

inter-state politics and all the rest or 
them. But other than that, it anybody is 
thinking or Nigeria as a nation, 1 do not 
see why he should not be happy that in 
the long-term, this is the best thing to 
do, the best thing that ever happened to 
this country because it will improve a lot

This is the best we could do, the rest s 
tor private developers to do. It a com- 

• pany is coming here, it has to provide 
I housing for its staff. Betore now com­

mercial companies preferred to hire 
houses from the f-CDA for their opera­
tion but we have now rold them that we 
won’t give them any houses again, h 
they need houses, let them come and 
build them so that government wm 
utilise its houses solely tor its own pur­
pose. Private sectors should come and 
develop their own houses.
(f: Talking about sabotaging the 

| movement to Abuja which you alleged 
! In Kano recently, why do you think 

anybody would want to do that? 1 want 
you to be specific. Sir.
A: There are political and economic 
reasons, of course. Obviously a lor of 
people in Lagos would not like to see the 
movement go on. The economic or pur­
chasing power ot the civil servants is 
enormous and that is one possible 
reason, the other reason is ot course 
political. Nigeria, as you know, is highly 
politically sensitive. There is normal 
politics, tribal politics, religious politics.

peered to be completed in early 
1 he Christian Association ot N 
(CAN), is yet to resolve whois go 
claim the money tor the catt

be two — Protestant and Cathc 
Cathedrals. But as tar as governmem 
concerned, we are going to make pro 
sion for a national multi-denominatior 
cathedral. The land allocated is thei 
There is provision tor government 
give a grant ot N10 million.
Q: Shouldn't the government ha 
shared the money among the vario 
Christian sects that came forward with 
plan, to avert the present stalemate?
A: We are now talking about a n 
tionai cathedral, that does not stc

tion; these are where the exercise would 
be held tor the respective followers.
Q: It would seem as though the 
government is going it alone in terms of 
housing development in the bCT. Why 
is this so?
A: Government is going it alone 
because ot the attitude ot some people 
who feet that Abuja is not ready. An 
average Nigerian doesn’t believe in long­
term investment. He wants quick returns 
and dividends. So since there was this ' 
uncertainty — whether Abuja be or not? |

I — many people kept away and refused 
to come and invest. Thousands ot plots 
have been given to private developers 
within the city. We have given about 12 
organisations and companies land lor 
housing estates but not one of them has 
come forward yet to build. We have 
given about 12 petrol stations. So tar on­
ly one is functioning and three others are 
coming out. Where are the remaining 
eight? But now that they see that we arc 
indeed coming here, they are rushing. , 
We now have a multitude ot apphea- j 
tions tor approval ot building plans i 
which are being approved. There is also > 
a noticeable increase in private­
developer activities in the city. We give 
them maximum encouragement. 
Government has provided the in­
frastructure, the demarcation of the 
land, the allocation, the roads, power 
and water supply and telephone services.

that there are many one-bedroom hous­
ing units meant tor this class ot workers. 
One thing people should also realise is 
that whereas in Lagos only officers ot 
Grade Level 9 and above are ottered 
housing by government, in Abuja here 
we otter housing to everybody — trom 
messenger to cleaner and to the perma­
nent secretanes.
(f: What is the state of other social 
amenities such as hospitals, schools, 
recreational facilities and similar in­
frastructure?
A: the city is designed on the 
American pattern. You have 
neighbourhood centre and district cen­
tre. And in every district their is suppos­
ed to be a kind ot cottage hospital that 
would have facilities tor about 80 to 100 
beds, tn the neighbourhood centre, 
there is supposed to be a health clinic. 
We are developing ail these things. 1 
have just commissioned one ot such 
hospitals m Garki which has a capacity 
for 100 beds. 1 here are two others under 
construction. We are also building a 
300-bed hospital ot the status ot a 
teaching hospital which, 1 hope, will be 
opened by the middle ot next year. It has 
gone quite a long way. The equipment is 
being installed now. 1 he hospital would 
be compared to any in the world both in 
quaht) and size.

There is provision tor a nationahmos- 
que and provision tor a national 
cathedral. There are two commute 
that tor the national mosque has 
forward with a design and they
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Nigeria

Royal visit: Not much ado

Pu by EttkieiOjo

I
■

Spanish monarch, 
Carlos visits Nigeria, 
there is not much ado about 
the royal visit.

Juan
But

terest to Africa and the world. He said 
that it manifested the desire of peoples 
of Spain and Nigeria to strengthen ties,

But he enumerated the major pro­
blems now confronting Nigeria among 
which, he noted, were the challenges ot 
stimulating the productive sector, adop­
ting a national tariff and public pricing 
policy for public enterprises, liberating 
trade- and payment and' reducing 
cumbersome administrative controls.

For the entire period of their stay in 
Nigeria, Queen Sofia and Nigeria's 
first lady, Maryam, stuck to one another, 
in heart to heart discussions while King 
Carlos and President Babangida ex­
changed views on state matters. They

21

wv-ing Juan Carlos, the constitutional 
J^monarch of Spain, and his wife, 
Sofia together with their entourage, 
among whom were more than 20 
businessmen, left Lagos last week with-a 
renewed hope tor stronger ties between 
Spain and Nigeria. President Ibrahim 
Babangida and his wife, Maryam, 

.hosted the royal couple for three days. 
Scientific, cultural and economic inter- 
raction between both countries had 
never been low, although diplomatic 
relations have been fairly warm. There 
had not been any formal trade links bet­
ween Spam and Nigeria.

Like Nigeria, Spam has an economy 
with heavy import content, so there had 
been scanty import-export transactions 
between both of them.

Spam expressed the intention of buy­
ing one billion naira worth of crude oil 
from Nigeria last year, but the Nigerian 
National Petroleum Corporation had 
not been officially contacted as at 
September. Also Spain was one of those 
countries that declined to participate in 
counter-trade with Nigeria in 1985.

Like Nigeria, Spain has had its 
economy beleaguered tor the last few 
years. Its debt obligation shot up to 34 
billion dollars in 1984, but managed to 
climb down to 27;4 bitlion dollars early 
this year. Unemployment rate amounts 
to 22 per cent {about three million peo­
ple) ot her labour force andits inflation 
has been spiralling above its OECD 
counterparts.

Recently, however, the socialist 
government- ot Spam has been forced to 
keep wage costs down and to maintain 
tighter control on government spending. 
The country’s investment capacity has 
also been redirected to the building up ot 
the country’s productive capacity and an 
increase has been observed in job 
availability.

Last week’s visit by King Carlos wasol 
double significance, it was a landmark 
in Nigeria — Spain diplomatic relations. 
Ihe scouting for foreign investors by 
Nigeria too is likely to attract some 
interest among Spanish business com­
munity especially if those businessmen 
on the royal entourage were sufficiently 
persuaded.

Apart from this, Spain is a member of 
the European Economic Community 
and has sizeable influence among 
Nigeria’s Western creditors. President 
Babangida described the monarch’s visit 
as historic saying that it would be of in-

King Carlos and wife Sofia: Arriving at Murtala Muhammed Airport. 

and was optimistic that the visit would 
open new areas of mutual co-operation 
between the two countries.

At the state banquet given in honour 
of the visiting leader , President 
Babangida did not forget to serve the 
visitors with some carrots from his struc­
tural adjustment programme. He told 
them that government would provide the 
necessary incentives to foreign investors 
to ensure favourable economic and in­
vestment environment — an indication 
that the 1987 budget has been con­
structed with the view to sufficiently hire

AFRICAN CONCORD 30 DECEMBER 1986

f0Z£X’ .o,d MJ 
Nigeria would not relent in its e 
build a sound socio-economic in­
frastructure which would act as a 
pedestal upon which a united strong an 
virile nation could be built. He sai 
the essence of the two-year structural ad­
justment programme was to re uce 
dependence on oil exports and on raw 
material imports. __________
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AFRO HAIR - SKIN
PREPARATIONS

BY NORVILLE (1961)

The People’s Choice!

Phone: 01-607 8431-2

Shayna Sheen Curl Activator
Our Registered Trade Mark

• AND Cocoa Butter Cream
To combat Rough Dry Skin

Pix by Ezekiel Ojo 
visiting monarch

Fees are t 
Service Cor 
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Students the world over
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Bofno presented the 
with a special horse.

— (Jluwamho Balogiin

gift from President Babanglda.
the Grand Durbar and were entertained 
with a display of specially decorated 
horses. Horse riders gave them a thrill­
ing pertormance. Later the Shehu ot

BEST VALUE FOR PRICE
Norville (Beauty) Laboratories Ltd 
11 Tabley Road, off Parkhurst Road, 
Holloway, London N7 ONA

had a closed door session too.
There were no concrete proclamations 

trom the Spanish monarch probably 
because he is not the Chief Executive of 
Spain. But he expressed his happiness 
about the way Nigeria was managing her 
economy. He said Nigeria’s 
achievements had aroused special in­
terest in Spain and congratulated her 
on the Nobel Prize recently won by 
Nigeria’s Professor Wole Soyinka. He 
also praised Nigena’s stand on apar­
theid. President Babanglda invited 
Spam to help intensify efforts against 
South Africa.

KingC'arlos and Queen Sofia went to 
Borno State with which Spam reportedly 
had cultural ties dating back to the 19th 
century. But the tie had gone mto limbo 
for several years. They were escorted 
there by their hosts — President and 
Maryam Babanglda. It was a significant 
call which the King hoped would 
rekindle the flame to form the basis of 
cultural ties between Nigeria and Spain.

Thousands ot people cheered the King 
and his entourage as they alighted trom 
the plane into the warm embrace of Bor­
no State Governor, Abdulmumini 
Aminu. Traditional dancers treated 
them to a lively session. They witnessed

Courses can be taken to all le 
Masters, etc, through Home St 
spare time to achieve your degree 
College accepts life-experience.

SUSSEX COLLEGE 
OF TECHNOLOGY

(A Private Commercial College, founded 19591 
The College offers a number of Home Study courses In

BUSINESS & MANAGEMENT 
MANAGEMENT 

(Financial, Commercial) 
SALESMANSHIP 

ECONOMICS 
ACCOUNTING 

ENGLISH 
PSYCHOLOGY 
PHILOSOPHY 

ADULT EDUCATION 
also specialist courses as required

levels ie Diploma . Bachelor 
Study This means that you may use your

Time can also be saved since the 
_______  and previous study toward the 
completed Degree

modest 
jnfidential 

3t all times



I
Nigeria

by

23

Gaol for NYSC official
Another NYSC official gets a 15-year jail term.

■ O

I Military Tnbunal found Onigbogi guilty 
i ot corruptly enriching tnmseli to the 

tune ol N3UZ,0UU by accepting the money 
as kickback from Olusoji Ewfa on ac- 

j count ot N15.7 million contracts award* 
I ed to Eweje by the N YSC.
I Onigbogi was also pronounced guilty 

lor accepting another NlUU.WU from 
Eweje as kickback by using a front, 
Georgian Funso Commercial Enter- i 

' prises. His failure to declare his interest 
and asset in the company on the asset I 
declaration form loaned the basis of the 1 
tilth charge m which he was tound guilty I 
and jailed five years.

His two houses at Alagbado m Ogun j 
State, which was the subject ot the I 
tourth count were to be forfeited to the I 
Federal Government. The tnbunal said I 
it could not determine the value as an I 
estate valuer was not called by the pro- I 
secution to give evidence. The houses j i

i were built lor Onigbogi by Olusoji Ewe- 
I je at "992,438.
I Onigbogi was absolved on the third 

- I count of receiving W2,(XX) being value of
I a Toyota Celica car ■from one Joseph 
/ Oladimeji. The car was judged by the

• I tnbunal to have been bought
I Onigbogi’s wife from Oladimeji.
/ Eweje, the tnbimal said, was pumping
I money into Onigbogi’s bank account 
/ and Onigbogi knew the source of the 
I money *o be the N YSC.
I Unperturbed by the sentence, 
/ Onigbogi, a former journalist with the 
I Sketch newspapers smiled and waived to 
I fellow journalists as secuntymen led him 
I into the Black Mana and into Fnson.
I He had been in custody lor the past 
j two years and his case was among the 
[ ones reviewed by the Justice Samson 

UwaUo Tribunal early this year.
Prosecution witnesses said Omgbogfs 

banlc account in 1979 oscillated between 
"200 and N300. lr shot up to six digits m 
19«J.

His conviction last week was the first 
by the reconstituted Special Military 
Tnbunal, set up under Decree 3 ot 1984 
to try public officials for corruption.

iFKlCAN COND0rd3()DtChMBhR i9w

[penetrate the myths and stay in touch

. jx t° words are adequate to con-
• demn the act ot the accused, 

w’ii° in collaboration with others, siphon 
public funds mto private accounts. Such 
acts negate the efforts of this nation to 
make its mark as one ot the best gifted in 
resources.”

This admonition was that ot Justice 
Roseline Omotoso last Wednesday while 
sentencing George Onigbogi, farmer 
deputy chief information officer of the I 
National Youth Service Corps to a 
15-year jail term.

Omgbogi was tound guilty on tour 
out ot the five-count charge tor corrupt 
enrichment and fraud totalling hl .4 
million. He got a 15-year sentence each 
on three ol the counts, and five years in 
the tourth. But the sentences would run 
concurrently.

In the three and a halt hour judgment, 
Justice Omotoso said the Special

t , CrLC *rc many myths and half- 
truths being peddled about Africa.
J a trucr picture of today’s Africa, 

AraSTcowMn"™’'"

Ab RICAN CONCORD - Africa’s 
rentier weekly newsmagazine - 

helps you make up your mind.

Jake out a subscription NOW and 
s'ay in touch.
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Medra crunch is here!

=

il

— Uluwambo Balogun
25

the sack letter took effect from 
December 16 and about 80 workers were 
affected. The greater flush-out, 
however, is yet fp come.

What The Punch is gunning tor is a 50 
per cent reduction in its present staff 
strength of over 500. But. caution is be­
ing taken not to allow the exercise to 
cripple the Editorial department. Those 
sacked at The Punch were mainly f rom 
other departments. Punch Editor, Mr. 
Nojeem Jimoh explained, "What we’re 
really trying to do is to move nearer a 
break-even point." /Vid Mr. Austin 
Chinwe, the Chief 'Accountant of

cent. Tin 
cost to 8 
sent.

At The Punch, the terse letter 
distributed to more than 70 staffers last 
Monday read: "With immediate effect, 
your' appointment with the Punch 
Group of Newspapers is hereby ter­
minated.” In'the case of the Vanguard,

Aboderin, Punch publisher.
Vanguard lamented: "The decision is a 
painful one that had to be taken."

The situation at Punch, explained Mr. 
Jimoh, was like that of a pregnant 
woman with a still-born baby in her 
womb. "It is either you remove the still­
born baby and allow the woman to live 
and have the chance of another pregnan­
cy or you leave the baby inside her and 
let her perish with it."

Before it decided to sack some staff 
last week, The Punch was already owing 
them up to three months’ salaries. Even, 
as the sack letters were distributed; the 
affected staff could not be paid their en­
titlements. They were asked to come 
back for the claims in March next year. 
It was an unpleasant news, but the alter­
native could have been shattering as 
well.

Mr. Jimoh said that even it Punch had 
kept those staff till that time, there was

I no hope that the Punch might be m a 
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rphe-chips, at last, are down! The 
| prevailing newsprint crunch claimed 

its first set of casualties last week. 
Newspaper houses which have been 
groaning under the crunch tor the last 
tew months resorted to drastic cut in- 
their staff strength. Both Vanguard and 
The Punch laid oft a sizeable number 
early in the week. They told African 
Concord that the measure was inevitable, 
because of their ’peculiar circumstance.’

The lay-offs came tew weeks after 
some of the newspaper houses in the 
country had suspended a number of 
their publications as a cost-cutting

The media crunch has finally arrived and newspapers are 
trimming down by firing workers.

George hobo, NG J president 

measure, but without success, ft was as a 
result of the same newsprint problem 
that for two days too, the Chronicle, a 
state government publication, was forc­
ed off the street two weeks ago.

Last week’s retrenchment at the 
Vanguard and The Punch was seen as 
one ’thin edge of a mighty wedge’ which 
would invariably see more staff losing 
out of jobs. Many newspaper houses are 
also likely to crack down it nothing is 
done to solve the newsprint problem. 
Already, the decision of the Vanguard 
management is to prune down by 35 per 
r'nn* " he goal is to bring down running 

80 per cent of what it is at pre-

I position to pay them any salaries. Said 
he: "What we're doing is to save the 
company from an imminent collapse. It 
is either we do what we are doing now or 
the situation will force all of us to aban­
don the building and the machines and 
go away.”

Both the Punch and Vanguard are 
hoping that government would do 
something about the current newsprint 
situation. Said Mr. Chinwe: "Manage­
ment is not comfortable with the deci­
sion. We love our staff and we certainly 
want to call them back.”

A similar fate like that of the Punch 
and Vanguard now hangs on many other 
newspaper houses in the country. The 
President of the Newspapers -Pro­
prietors’ Association of Nigeria, Mr. 
Scgun Osoba, who is also the managing 
director of the Daily Times said recently 
that it would be difficult for newspaper 
proprietors to pay workers wages under 
the present newsprint situation. “All 
newspapers will collapse,” he declared;'

The increase in the price of newsprint 
from N56O to N2.925 per standard ton of 
2.4 reels happened within the last one 
year. The Nigerian Newsprint Manufac­
turing Company (NNMC), Oku Iboku 
in Cross River State has been the sole 
source of newsprint supply to feed the 
newspaper houses since heavy import 
duty was imposed on imported 
newsprint. Production problems did not 
allow the company to roll at full-capacity 
and it had to resort to allocation of 
newsprint on quota. •

When the price per ton was N965, the 
NPAN complained that it was pro­
hibitive. It had to announce that 
newspaper would be sold at 50 kobo 
cover price. But the same day that the 
announcement was made, the NNMC 
increased the price-of newsprint by 30 
per cent. That nailed the coffin tor a 
number of publications. And more 
might now have to follow. According to 
Mr. Jimoh, those that would survive 
might just be one or two newspapers.

What the NPAN has asked govern­
ment to do was to remove import duty- 
on long fibre pulp, the mam newsprint 
input now being; imported by the 
NNMC. NPAN also wanted government 
to scrap the 50 per cent duty on spare 
parts used by the NNMC. it was the 
hope of the newspaper proprietors that 
the price of newsprint would climb down 
to the reach of most newspaper houses 
and newspapers would be sold at 
reasonable cover pnee it those steps 
were taken.



A mirthless Christmas
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Delu Ogumuk/Cfl—irtey'

"Battered by the worst economic recession 
that has ravaged the nation, most Nigerians 
watch helpless as their living standards con­
tinue to decline. They arc unable to go on 
strike because of fear of losing their Jobs and 
of being branded as unpatriotic and subver­
sive.”

With almost empty pockets, many sre ~ = zrinales
Christmas. The mirthlessness may he

have lets to spzre and price: are namg daiiy. rjsmi paces an i 
problem tiisi adversely affect aL Mige-ians. bmng fhe poor 
especially hard. Therefore, we snouic juage PurecxioaKso:- . 
cesses orlailurer according io ths piign: Di me poxes! zzoql
us.

Already there are signs that me immediate cosd 01 Kneel

Battered by the worst economic recession that has ravaged 
the nation, most Nigerians watch helpless as their living stan­
dards continue to decline. They arc unable to go on strike 
because of tear ot losing their jobs and of being branded as un­
patriotic and subversive. Neither arc they likely to take the 
streets in the manner ot the Zambians in protest against the 
spiralling prices ot such consumer items as meat, fish, baby 
milk, detergents, etc.

Change is painful, yet ever nccdtul. Our present condition 
calls tor structural changes in the economy. These entail much 
sacrifices and suttenngs. And Nigerians on fixed incomes and 
those living in the rural areas hurt the worst in this process of 
change. I he task ot reviving the national economy is a painful 
process. However, must the economy be revived on the backs 
and the graves ot poor Nigerians who are rapidly becoming ex­
periment animals in the zoo ot the Structural Adjustment Pro­
grammes (SAP)? This is a moral question that requires an 
economic solution.

Those who gleefully point to the reappearance of consumer 
goods in the shops and markets as a sign that SAP is working, 

■ fail to take account that customers aren’t buyingbecausc they

26

Jr. many homes across the nation, there are no laughter and 
mirth. And yet it is Christmas. A Christmas without good 

riflings. tor many Nigerians, the depressed state of the 
economy has certainly deleted "merry” from Christmas and 
receded the possibility of 1987 being a happy and prosperous 
new year.

The problems ot an economy in recession, the high-level of 
unemployment, corruption, and crime and punishment have 
conspired to make this a mirthless Christmas. Throughout this 
dying year, efforts to solve these problems have dominated the 
public lite ot Nigeria and the private thoughts of many a 
Nigerian. However, the bewildering sense oi being caught up 

j m forces beyond anyone’s control pervades the nation despite 
| the premature exultation about IBB’s quiet revolution.

Inflation is nothing new, nor is recession. But never betore 
! had Nigerians suffered through both ot them simultaneously. 
| A combination oi culpable mismanagement of the economy, 
j long neglect ot agriculture, heedless self-interest and tailing oit 
! price has created the bleakest economic crisis the nation has 

known. Just about everybody in the country is hurting and one 
suspects the nation hasn't setn the worst of it yet.

some stales may not hs uncDnnectec wrr. our esnocx 
measures to saved oreicn exenange by stopping the importo: 
of mosquito coils and escalating the pnee ol msezneide. 
must net think too well oi foreign exchange at the exposed 
thinking too til ol the poor. To save a couple oi millions n 
foreign exchange is cermmiy not so importanr as to save i 
human hie.

None enamoured by the uncertain but expected benefits ol 
SAP should think there is no limit to the sacrifices and suffer­
ings Nigerians can endure, without reacting. To be fixated on 
unproven economic policies and to be oblivious to the hard­
ships these policies are causing is to invite disaster. As 
NISER’s Director-General, Professor Dotun Phillips has 
noted,' Nigerians might have started reacting "not through 
violent public demonstrations, but through the more insidious 
form of declining productivity.” And yet it is only in the 
steady'expansion ot the overall output oh the Nigerian society 
can there be an increase m real income as opposed to paper in; 
come.

It is easier to say that we are a nation that does so little for 
the poor and the •powerless. This is sad because Dives was 
buried in hell not because he hated I jt-ahis or castiiim from 
his table or set the dogs on him, but because he did nothing-1 
We must do more than a httle.

In the months ahead, tne test ot our shared nationality is 
whether we provide enough tor the many Nigerians who have 
too little. Indeed, these unhappy times call for a determined el- 
tort to help the forgotten Nigerians at the middle and the bot­
tom ot the economic pyramid.

Swarming our cities are men and women who, either 
through unemployment or under-employment, have lost their 
dignity and self-reliance. Who speaks for these people with 
growling bellies and hoe-tilted eyes waiting anxiously and will­
ing to accept any a job, any job? None except their presence. 
If you arc unemployed you cannot attord to be invisible.

Unemployment is a degradation ot the human life. This 
degradation, m its ugliness, reveals the frightful plight and 
miseries ot the unemployed who, when the times are sad, seem 
able to smile and joke to defraud reality. But, how can 
justify such rape of potential and such monumental waste?

I hc first right of a man is the right to live by his owr 
labours. A society which denies a man the right to hve by hi! 
own labours is an oppressive society. Work sets a man tree.

The battle we must wage is not for ourselves alone, but foi 
all Nigerians. It is a tight to ensure an abatement of inflation 
stable pices, jobs tor Nigerians desperately trying to find work, 
and a scit-retiant economic recovery which will bring someim 
provement in the economic situation of every Nigenan. Al 
these arc attainable without making most Nigerians the livim 
dead.
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NIGERIAN NOTES

iL
Akanbi

NIGERIA
SFEM Suits
Police

A split in the 
ranks

Robber or 
revolutionary

Its 
the .. 
Swiss

Is

■2 ugitive Umaru Dikko is 
JJ in the news again, just 
when everyone thought the 
Federal authorities are no 
longer interested in bringing 
him home to answer several 
criminal allegations.

The Nigerian Police must 
be learning tast — a stitch 
done on time, can save 
many thousands — tor the 
Police, N6U,UW!

AKANBl
PANEL

I ’S ** J®

But Nigeria’s authorities 
appear very serious to get 
him all the same. That 
seriousness could be glean­
ed from the circumstances 
at which the new efforts 
were disclosed — when 
British envoy to Nigeria, 
Mr. Martins Evans visited 
Ajibola.

TTD emember the revolutio­
ns nary gun-man who 
took over the PUNCH the 
other day, hectoring revolu­
tionary slangs and announc­
ing a revolutionary take­
over of President Ibrahim 
Babangida’s government?

Well, lest you forget, the 
revolutionary is none other 
than the gangling Andy 
Atncano, Commander-m- 
Chief of all the forces in 
Africa!

J
j FUGITIVE

I Dikko again!

Last week, Federal Attor­
ney-General, Prince Bola 
Ajibola disclosed that the 
government is exploring 
fresh diplomatic moves to 
get Dikko extradicted from 
Britain.

That, tor Dikko, must be 
a soothing news — at least, 
he is assured that he will not 
be haunted by another 
crating experience. The 
diplomatic moves he can 
f ind ingenious ways to side­
track and remain a long­
time guest ot the British 
Government.

the cp
N30.000 
money.

Hut they allowed the op­
portunity to slip. Now, the 
Police are broke and can 
only afford N12.00U, about 
6,000 Swiss Francs. Would 

Jnterpof accept this?_______

But will the British 
Government co-operate 
with Nigeria, despite the 
new strategy of behmd-the- 
scene hand-twisting and 
diplomatic niceties?

Meanwhile, the panel is 
already behind schedule. It 
was given eight weeks to dig 
into the whole affair when it 
began sitting m July. It ask­
ed tor an extention and 
wound up in October. It is 
not very likely that the 
report or reports would 
reach Mr. President this 
month. Next January would 
be a more possible date.

He is now well locked in a 
police cell and policemen, 
African Concord learnt, are 
not in the least tickled by his 
revolutionary fervour.

Sources said last week 
that the Police are going to 
deny Andy the privilege of 
being treated like a coup­
plotter. He will be treated 
like a robber, pure and sim­
ple. Andy’s revolutionary 
guards, are you reading?

Hp he Second-Tier Foreign 
IL Exchange Market, 
SFEM — the whipping dog 
ot Nigeria’s season ot 
hyper-inflation, has caught, 
yet another victim. It is the 
Nigerian Police Force.

Sb EM has put the police 
into an embarrassment over 

financial obligation to 
Interpol, based in the 

ss capital ot Geneva.
Yearly, the NPF pays the 
Interpol 5U.0U0 Swiss 
Francs, in hard currency, an- 
equivalent ot N3U,UU0, 
before the advent ot SFEM. 
But no thanks to SFEM, (he 
naira equivalent has shot up 
to N98.000 and police 
authorities are licking their 
lingers why they did not 
send the money earlier — at 
least to beat SFEM.

It’s an error the police 
would muse over tor a long 
time. But could they not 
have avoided it?

They could, according to 
sources close to the police. 
Early this year, when naira 
still had much clout and ex­
changed tor about Swiss 
Francs 1.50, the Police had 
the opportunity to pay

— at least they had

I nphe Justice Mustapha 
I JL Akanbi panel on the.
I April May Students’ crisis, 
I nanon-wide, is having pro- 
l blems in putting together its 
I report.
I AJrican Concord learnt 
I last week that the panel is 
I split as a result of which it 
I cannot agree on a 
I unanimous report.
I Grapevine sources close 
I to the panelists’ abode at 
I the Durbar Hotel in Lagos 

said the disagreement arose 
over whether to heap, 

1 wholesale, all the blames 
tor the escalated crisis on 1 
the National Union of 
Nigerian Students and the 
Academic Staff Union of I 
Universities(ASUU). I 

The sources' said that a I 
member of the panel who is I 
also a former student leader I 
is back-tracking from this I 
course. He may come out I 
with a minority report, the I 
sourcessaid. I

The panel was set up last 
July, a sequel to the Em­
manuel Abisoye panel 
which probed the Ahmadu 
Bello University Students’ 
Crisis, the root of the 

___________ _____ nation-wide crisis.
African concord30 December hm
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and against some friendly Euro-

^JiL ii< -- jL Wi/ UMH
Moammar GaddafJI

1

vival ot European societies, was un­
doubtedly ill-timed.

Furthermore, the European pressures 
came at a time when they were increasing 
demands from the Benin population and 
some top ranking officials that the 
government etiect some control over the 
Libyan presence in the country.

rip he importance ot Libyan assistance 
II to the survival ot the nascent Benin 

resolution tollowing the 1977 mercenary 
attack can never really be over­
emphasised. The Libyans stood by them 
and spw them through those most 
critical and crucial moments.

Having acknowledged the importance 
ot the Libyan role to* the very existence 
ot the Bemn regime, it is necessary to 
point out that the Libyans have never 
been ideal guests, and have throughout 
their stay been a constant embarrass­
ment to their hosts. They have behaved 
more like soldiers on conquered territory 
than as comrade in arms.

At the height ot their presence when 
the Libyan Ambassadeur at Cotonou 
was pnmus-mter-pares with the Benin 
President, all Libyans in Benin enjoyed 
the right ot extra-territoriality. Thus, be­
ing above the national laws ot the coun­
try, they could neither be arrested nor 
charged to court. Drunk Libyan troops 
rampaging through bars and molesting 
the normally gentle Benmoise was com­
mon sight. This privilege was only 
recently withdrawn after a threatened 
revolt ot some military otticers follow-; 
mg an incident in which a top national 
security official and his wite were 
assaulted tn public by Libyan Corporals.

Libya’s Chadian misadventure has 
also been a major source ot discord bet­
ween Benin and Libya. The Libyans vir­
tually imposed their Chadian protegees 
on Benin and Cotonou had served as the 
headquarters ot the opposition com­
ponents ot the National Union Govern 
ment ot Chad — GUNT. Besides the.ot- 
tices ot the GUN I and the residences ot 
the various leaders, there are a number 
ot transit military camps wnere troops 
recruited tor the GUNT are assembled 
tor onward transfer to Bardai in the 
north ot Chad through Tripoli.

In the first place, the unruly GUNT 
troops are no better than their Libyan 
sponsors, vis-a-vis public conduct. They 
have been noted tor noisy drinking 
sprees followed by rampaging through 
town. During the first week ot last Oc­
tober, a group ot these maurauders went 
harvesting truits trom private farms. 
When the aggrieved farmers tound them 
and ordered them oft their tarms, they 
started sword tights that ended up with

I government 
j measures such as 

1 sion of the plethora

loss of fives. Two Chadians and four 
Benin nationalsdied.

Libyan intervention prevented ap­
propriate legal action being taken 
against the culprits, much to the discon­
tent of the bereaved families and some 
high party officials who think that they 
and their constituents have had their full 
of the Libyan presence and lording over 
their country.

espite the many points of conten- 
|| j) tion, Benin authorities have ap­
proached what is now known as their Li­
byan problem with tact and moderation. 
But this patience seems to have run out 
recently tollowing the discovery that the 
Libyans have been secretly using 
Cotonou as a staging point and transit 
territory tor various terrorist and 
destabilisation acts against sister Atncan 
states and against some tnendly Euro- j

security services got wind ot the tact that withered, jt remains a vi 
Cotonou based Libyan d.plomats were i 
involved m ferrying arms and “™un|- 
non to Togolese desstdents. Liiey in­
formed their Togolese neighbours and 
the Libyan paid couriers were in­
cepted al Lome with a fearsome 

arsenal of explosives. 'I he couners dur­
ing interrogation pointed co Libya as 
their supplier and Benin as the transit 

rhe Togolese government
fubhcly thanked Benin authorities tor 

r co-operation and President 
rade strong protests to the Li- 

and warned against any such
future incident.

to his ap-

terntory. 
public 
their
Kerekou mt 
byans
'UMC1ho7gh".h.s was not enough pro- 
vocation, Benin authorities discovered 
Summer that the terrorists mvolved 
n the Pans bombings tied to the Middle 
East through Cotonou under Libyan 
diplomatic cover. The count? was saved 
the -wrath and vengeance or the right­
ing french government ot Jacques
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■r ot West 
involving

Chadian ex,lest0

^.Schadan^ 

It is at this f 
authonties decided to a< 
only to safe gua.i---J

I -n Benin,

sinesses 
first time 
.-rQfCd bj

I inUiC UWIILU UJ k-.-y- Some very
the Libyan secuntyage" “nurg,hi' 
high ranking officials are ...

• to take mucn 
the closure*' 

toes"and 'oltices in Benin and

____________________ _pubhd
Chirac by the tact that W'rve[arnenl 
opinion, the french IgOne ? 11C 
hurriedly but err against ^ted with the accusano" ^Unconn^ [o 
Middle East orgamsat attempeltl.
with Libya. This w** to ** lhc 
convince French P tlOns 1 
ciency of police in jn,
bombings. »rOm W**1 tlCs

against ^number ot^ West use * 

African States inv res,den -|e desperate Chadian exiles smU»^
Benin and NigermoonS) ^’o.

- ’^“Beni" 
'pom. *aUnot 

____ loactenerg m. 
^^ard.tsm.a^h^.h.ts

1 portantly to avoid °P j^igcna- 
1 immediate giant neigh • 
! I he recent control ol alien W
I in Benin, included tor onsoi 

those owned by Libyans
"jging the 
, stronget 
ol OUN

agents at Cotonou. has given
Though the Benin Ercsidcnt h a* * wy 

notice to his Libyan tncn conduct
should henceforth be of g° mo­
or risk estrangement, he can h Lt- 
mem, only go that ,ar;.chorsub5t3ntially 

■■'talb‘°t°w"riern 
the survival ot his regime, untu 
powers effectively respond
PCThere .s aiso the tact that desp« 
popular disgust with the Llb>ans’ fhc 
dati still has a large clientele wi 
Benin military and security ser • 
These officers and officials who p 
sonally benefit from Libyan large 
could well pull the rug trom 
General Kerekou’s feet.It can therefore be safely assumed t 
except something dramatic (such as 
coup d’etat) overthrows the presen 
regime or radically alters the balance o 
power within the corridors of power at 
Cotonou, the Republic ot Benin will in 
the next tew year's remain saddled with 
its Libyan albatross. What is certain now 
is that, attei a decade ot idylls 
honeymood the Benin-Libyan marriage 
has lost its lustre and the marriage is be­
ing rocked on several tronts.
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won over in recent months.
The Southern leaders

remains as 
as ever.

remains as

“Rather than weaken the 
GLINT, Goukouni’s exit, is 
likely to strengthen it. He was 
not only an incompetent 
leader, he was a controversial 
one whose very presence was a 
cause of constant conflict bet­
ween its various factions.”

Djtdmgar and Djogo who have now 
joined forces with Habre will no doubt 
be asking tor their share of the cake. In 
the absence ot northern cadres who have 
elected to remain with the GUNT, 
Habre will.be forced to increasingly rely 
on Southern expertise to run his 
bureaucracy and carry out whatever 
reconstruction foreign aid will permit 
him. This will no doubt put him into 
conflict with his semi-literate and il-

modus 
chain i 
tOrCeS _ W1I1C wu> wviiva

organised and much stronger.
rTihc latest crisis will definitely 
IL stimulate a more coherent Chadian 

policy from Libya. In the past, Libyan 
officers responsible tor their countries 
relations with Chadian opposition 
movements were more interested in till­
ing their pockets than with following up , — 
AFRICAN CONCORD 30 DECEMBER 1986

I literate Anakaza and Goran brothers 
who now occupy all the high positions in 
his administration and who by necessity 
will have to be replaced.
And should he tail to find places tor 

the Southern elites he will no doubt have 
I to face a resurgence ot opposition from 

the south against his minority regime, 
rpihere is also the fact that most ot the 
| Southern leaders who have gone 

over to Ndjamena have refused to join 
Ha brer’s UN1R party that was created in 
1984. This should create enormous pro­
blems should Habre oreamse elections as

such as

fairs to Major Jallouct, a long time 
Goukouni toe. Jalloud's first move was 
to make changes in his Libyan task force 
by pulling out Colonel Messaoud This 
was followed by increased financial and 
™"‘”y Th t0„‘h' CDR ™«™nl ol 
Alcheik Ibn Oumar, who was until 
recently being held prisoner-on 
Goukoum s orders. Meanwhile, the Li- 
byanswere all the wh.le sendmgword to 
the Other GUN1 movements that 
Goukoum was not indispensable

in August the CDR attacked 
Goukoum-s LAP troops and with 
massive Libyan aid crushed them m bat­
tle alter another. Wnh the rope last 
tightening around his neck, Goukoum 
had no other choice but to turn to 
Hance and to Chadian leader Habre

finally through Ithrough emissaries and nuvugu 
his release m Pans on October 16. That 
was just what the Libyans’needed to 
make their final move against 
Goukoum. On October 30, an attempt 
to arrest Goukoum in Tripoli led to a 
shooting incident resulting in the Cha­
dian .leader's hospitahsatioh.

It can be reasonably assumed that 
Goukouni’s October 30 arrest has 
brought to an end, his long career in the 
Chadian rebellion. Contrary to popular 
speculations, however, Goukouni’s 
political demise should neither be taken | 
as the death nail ot the GUNT, nor as an 
event ot any benefit to the Ndjamena 
regime ot President Hissene Habre.

G'oukouni’s rallying to Habre is really 
ot no significance because the recent 
fighting in the north ot Chad had 
resulted in a near complete destruction 
ot his FAP troops. Besides, what is left 
of the FAP is not necessarily going to 
follow Goukouni’s instructions to cross 
over to Habre’s side.

Rather than weaken the GUNT, 
Goukouni’s exit is likely to strengthen it. 
He was not only an incompetent leader, 
he was a controversial one whose very 
presence, was a cause ot constant con^ 
thet between its various factions. 
Already, following his arrest in Tripoli, 
the remaining organisations ot the< 
GUNT assembled at Cotonou where 
they are presently negotiating a new 

i vivendi, and settling up a new 
ot command. The opposition 
are likely to come out better

I developments closely. Some have even 
tried to use the Chadian cnsis as a means 
ot discrediting Colonel Khaddati and 
eventually overthrowing him. 
Henceforth, the authorities m Tripoli 
will be following up developments more 
closely and supervising their underlings 
down south with greater care.

As for Habre’s government in Nd­
jamena, it stands to gam nothing but a 
brief halt in hostilities. The spate of i 
cross overs will definitely be halted for a 
while and he will have to lace the pro- | 
blems ol absorbing the groups he has I 
----------------------- • promised. The South constitutes 83 per 

cent ot the Chadian population and 
Habre is bound to lose any elections in 
which the Southern leaders decide to 
field independent candidates. Any at­
tempt to indefinitely postpone elections 
or to tamper with election results is 
bound to meet stiff opposition and to 
strain, even break, his fragile alliance 
with the Djogos.

The conclusion here is that Habre 
stood to gain more from a disorganised, 
divided and mismanaged GUN I of 
Goukoum, than from being united with 
a castrated and impotent Goukoum who 
neither has a great following nor anv ex-

I peruse to offer.
The Chadian imbroglio 

complex and as volatile _ 
The Chadian imbroglio 

complex and as volatile as ever. The 
euphoria in Ndjamena will soon, it it has 
not already, give way to a more realistic 
appraisal ot the odds against peace in 
Chad. The country has only just entered 
the tunnel and vistas ot peace arc still 
way beyond the horizon.

will.be
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countries didn’t recognise that Transitional 
Government.
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South Africa to Trinidad to he published thisspnn^,^

Q: The division is essentially the problem 
they have always had, isn't it?
A: Yes, it is one good thing- that is 
happening They (South Africa) brought 
groups together who don’t have a common 

“'hey Brought blacks and 
whites who are racists, 

opportunists, who only 
this can never work 

in US-South 
that effect
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interest at all The 
whites together. v., 
and blacks who are < 
want money And ll 
Q. Do you see a possible change 
African relations and will 
Namibia?
A: Well, the American Congress and the
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replacing AG8. Is this a sign of change? 
l: One shouldn’t say the Transitional 

Government, one s’ .JJ ......___ 1..
groups within the Transitional Govern­
ment have been trying to replace AG8. 
Other groups within the Transitional 
Government, especially the ‘homeland 
governments’, have been resisting.

I 
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Namibia over resolution 435? 
A: No. Let us go tr •*- 
Namibians say what 
Q: Can you convey 
experiencing under tht

Senate voted in favour of our struggle but pation.

it is also very clear that the Reagan 
Government is supporting South Africa, 

Q: So we are going through a cycle of events, and therefore it is difficult to expect any
/ms j . major change m their approach. The other

Western countries are following the 
Americans when it comes to southern 
Africa.
Q: Looking al the overall situation in 
southern Africa, Angola, Mozambique and
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u replacing AC,8. Is 'men' fas said it

' ""-■ ^certain South Africa itself, doesn’t it Muth
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?neother and say "Next year rTuQ' “T?" ’“w ’eR you what is happening 
On the other h-,„ i " "'"dhoek and hours to tell . of cach

■ ’ weave also realistic What we want is fh..nc kept as hostages
- ■ ■ mare, of the state of

by those people, rn raaMn w
violence, the <■» d in our country 
humanity can be res a w|)ofc

same quesuon was ask Rhodcs|a w 
i\mZ" Namibta shou.d become 
the real Namibia one day.
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would hear the Jews . "Next year in 
.n Nambia we greet each 
, "Next year in Windhoek ’’ 

---- vu u«v v...er hand, we are also realistic 
Hem about the realities, the evil realities and the 

forces of darkness co-operating, and try ing 
to obstruct our liberation. But neverthe­
less. we are going to work and fight for our 
liberation, with the hope which we don’t 
want anyone to take away from us. That 
liberation is ours, and we expect it soon. 
Q: Would you agree to a referendum in 
-• — -x-zs/fiZiv..,

to the polls and let the 
at they want.

what Namibians are 
le South African occu-
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prove that they 
I of the govem-

Bahret ’*■
— Ghazal

In the groups are two members of the 
ruin 
ana .
Archbishop c ' * 
and the leading I 
Grand Mufti. A'

Sources in Khartoum close to the SPLA 
say the government must heed demands 
the movement describes as basic before 
any realistic talks can take place.

Top of the list are the abolition of 
Islamic laws, abrogation of a defence pact “eatlv 
with Egypt and a protocol on coordination w 
with Libya, and totally new elections in 
South Sudan. Only partial polling took 
place last April for the constituent assem­
bly in Khartoum. Elections were held in 31 
of the region’s 68 constituencies because of 
the security situation.

3a

Church leaders in peace drive
The Church is trying to mediate between the southern Sudan 
rebels and the government. Report by Saad Ahmed in 
Khartoum.

Sudan y

j EU-.oc-a

-—

J I

Oudanese church leaders are engaged in 
ii^a new initiative to bring the South 
Sudan rebels — the Sudan Peoples Libera­
tion Movement iSPLM.i and its military 
branch the SPLA — to negotiate with their 
northern counterparts.

The effort seems to be taking off despite 
uncertainties as to the fate or whereabouts 
of the movement’s leader Colonel John 
Garang. The SPLM radio station based in 
Addis Ababa was quick to welcome the 
talks with the priests — “provided they do 
not come as emissaries or representatives 
of the Khartoum Government.”

Earlier in November an all-Sudanese 
Muslim and Christian commission was set 
up to seek new approaches for peace and 
to supervise the handling, storing and 
distribution of relief aid to war and hunger- 
stricken South Sudan.

The demands were spelled out by Col­
onel Garang at a nine-hour meeting with 
Premier Sadiq el-Mahdi during the summit 
meeting of the Organisation of African 
Unity (~OAU) in August.

Northern politicians argue that as a 
goodwill feature the SPLM/SPLA should 
come to the negotiating table without pre­
conditions. But el-Mahdi insists that no 
talks will be conducted unless the rebels 
stop all acts of terror and 
are not under the control 
ment of Ethiopia.

On his return from the Central and East 
African summit in Rwanda in late Novem­
ber. el-Mahdi said: “We are in possession 
of evidence that Ethiopia is providing 
rebels with arms, diplomatic passports ; 
other supplies.”

_ Gog rial
\ Upper Nile

=• Tom', ‘
___  • Rumbek

... .
sEwaKra Juba Kami's

\ Chukudum

L. 2._ _---r___ - - Some senior Sudanese officials are now
ling Supreme Council. Idreis Elbanna saying that the SPLM/SPLA are bound to 
id Dr Pacifico Luku: the Roman Catholic consider seriously any objective offer for 

of Khartoum. Sibrial Zubeir: mediation. This view, they add. is based on 
Islamic scholar and former several developments.

kwadalla Salih The m2jn one ,s the footing down on 16
August of a civilian plane near the South 
Sudan city of Malakai — an event, they 
argue, which substantially reduced SPLM' 
SPLA credibility They believe the moral 
and material support to the rebels will be 

reduced.
Other factors are the continued 

successes being scored by government 
forces against those of Colonel Garang. 
internal differences among leaders of the 
movement and tribal conflicts between the 
SPLA fighters.

Premier el-Mahdi believes the SPLA is 
to blame for attacks on civilian lives and 
property, including the 60 innocent people 
killed in the plane disaster. He says the 
Ethiopian Government has begun to use 
the Sudanese rebels to serve its own ends.

Ethiopia has accused successive Sudan­
ese governments of supporting the Erit­
rean secessionists.

The el-Mahdi Government, like its pre­
decessors. is still unable to resolve the vital 
issue Of how the South Sudan region 
should be governed. Those southern politi­
cal parties which are not at least publicly, 
associated with the SPLM. are at logger­
heads with each other over whether South 
Sudan should have one administrative 
system, as stipulated in the Addis Ababa 
agreement which ended a previous war 
after 17 years, or by three administrations 
— for Equatoria. upper Nile and Bahrel 
Ghazal provinces — as was the case during 
the military regime of President Nimeiri.

The dispute among South Sudan politi­
cal parties over what system to adopt is 
partially motivated by tribal rivalries, 
opponents of a single region for South 
Sudan are confined to the tribes of 
Equatoria province, who fear domination 
by the majority Nilotic tribes, including 
that of Garang. the Dinka.

This dispute is as alarming as the military 
confrontation because for three years now 
the region has been in a state of collapse. 
The innocent inhabitants are being des­
troyed by shortages of food and other 
essentials and a surplus of bullets and guns.

In the last weeks the government has 
made some progress m providing aid and 
reasserting control of the region, but 
improvement is extremely slow? Parts of 
the forestry zones and areas near the 
Ethiopia border are still out of government 
control. Most are in the hands of Garang’s 
Dinka tribe.

The fight also involves tribal militias 
which aim to protect their own people who 
are suffering from both sides of the 
conflict. Countless groups of looters are 
also active.

Several African and Arab States. Islamic 
organisations. Christian institutions as well 
as the big powers and international aid 
agencies are all deeply involved in the 
South Sudan conflict, further complicating 
the situation.

In some way the South Sudan conflict is 
similar to the Gulf War. lacking a clear 
sense of purpose and defined objectives. 
The difference is that Iraq and Iran are 
financing their battle from their oil process 
and what financial help they can obtain 
from allies, while the Sudanese are doing 
so from aid grants and loans.

Sudan, with a $10 billion foreign debt, a 
huge budget and a million refugees from 
neighbouring countries, is spending more 
than a SI million a day just to keep its 
South Sudan war machine going.
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World

recovery tq be a long-term §ome 40 Canadian NGOs have

2000 means money
a

of their ownand architects

formed Partnership Africa 
Canada (PAC).

19-page 
trepi 
ing •

Canada takes up ‘Harambee’ call
Clyde Sanger reports from Ottawa on a new help-Africa initiative.

Kenyatta made his political rally- public for famine relief.

very pro- appar 
Canadian ment 

gram; 
had

And David MacDonald, who coordi­
nated ( anadian relief operations for 1 7 
months ‘----- • '■ ---------

-------------------' ’«eao ai a ,each'r

Foreign work was Scnet -------------
Ibrahima FaIl-_

the solutions of the
them The role of outsiders is to s*
African efforts, rather than try to 
them."

So the Africa 2CMM) initiative pursued 
three tracks. Half the £150 million is being 
handled by Canadian non-governmental 
organisations (NGOs). which have played 
a major part in raising $60 million from the
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 "SSaxsi®non Vezina said Canada would provide 
$2^S^*&mSawasj;

network of NGOs linked to a ^smaL

monlhs during the emergency. left Ottawa ““‘‘J",' o°her donor countries have not Sandra is also ~ 
m October to become Ambassador to stow-star^Otb UNDP-S new shortlived Cubing
Ethiopia and the Sudan, although public 10r, William Draper, set up a seat m
relations tasks back in Canada are not Adr? „ group to push the scheme for- 
normallv given lo a diplomat .

The Africa 2000 initiative was  
announced by the then Minister lor Exter- rnn
nal Relations. Monique Vezina, in May. It Only A IF 
•‘mounted to adding SI5(1 million in and architects < 
monev. goods and services to Africa in that future, 
year alone

What was different about the initiative 
was that the money was focussed on village 
committees, local councils and voluntary 
agencies m Africa The plan was to help 
Mart 2.000 small projects at this level 
before the end of 1987.

I evvis Pennbam. Vice-President of the 
(anadian International Developing..: 
Agency (CIDA). explained at the time:

I his crisis has strengthened the realisa­
tion that Africa's most valuable resource 
hes m its own people Only Africans can be 
•he authors and architects of their own
future, and only Africans can determine
*u ' * problems that beset

jtsiders is to support
o direct

With a youthful, freshfaedd appearance 
MacDonald was a convincing spokesman 
for the relief programme. He ran into some 
criticism in Canada for accepting without 
-r”'arent question the Ethiopian Govern- 

t’s denial that its resettlement pro­
gramme of rural families from rebel area 
had caused widespread hardship and 

deaths.This will, no doubt, commend him to his 
hosts in his new post But before 

arriving in Addis Ababa he also announced 
he would press the Ethiopian authorities to 
release 10 members of the late Emperor 
Haile Selassie’s family who have been 
imprisoned for a dozen years.

His other task of persuasion will be back I 
in Canada, to tell the Canadian public . 
about the progress of the recovery pro­
grammes and to urge their continued 
support.

Meanwhile-^
catapulted in S > Afncan dc.

SpCC„ into dOTcult.es with the drat.
legale^ ran 'n ”, Africa’s critical situa- 
document ana sIhe recove„ -

' -- "°" « S turned to the C... - 
nent gramme, inc Io ehair an ad

3mbaSS m. tee o “11158 member states 
hoc committee In Canada.

They chose thur n f the roost
Lewis ,s well known in E,h,Opian
eloquent and“?a"d of oratory from his -------------

Dem0ChenC|ed the Ontario wing of the
Stephen led |egls|ature for most 

eitig NDP ,n the p afKrJards turning his 
.n,al of 'he Seven books and

1 Srnmg a POTbcM eon—r on

Natural ch°ice
--------- ----- TTZ^ricsuccess- Lewis was \ 

With this diplomati SCCretary gener-
a natural choice wn |ooking for some- 
al Perez de Cuellar advlser for him 
one to act as haiso mc What was 
during the was to ask a
most unusual, if n *kc „„ (he job.

_______________The third avenue was through the the African crisis is b i
United Nations system. At the special Nations a new lease ° -od (0 a broader 
Session of the General Assembly ir. May, have to move after a ? rri(J|ng economic 
Canada suggested that the United Nations scope and tackle the debt gut Jhc 
Development Programme (UNDP) set up issues of protectionis international ‘
an international mechanism to provide present concentration vitality to 1
funds and expertise to local communities community on African b 
for projects of their own choosing in the the system.” Jso has a |ong
fields of fighting desertification, conserving David MacDonaio an oppositlon |
ground cover and increasing food p'oduc- aquaintance with Am • $ into

—.... (Canada would provide Conservative MP m h(_ MtenI of lh<;
famine and later co-authored a book on the 

N’a United’chureh minister whose wife
i, also ordained he was m the 

t of Joe Clark but lost his i 
;0 election. When the 

Conservatives under Brian Mulroney re­
turned to power in 1984. he was a less 
surprising choice for Afncan emergency 

1.0 the authors coordinator than Stephen Lewis, from a 
be the authors differcnI political party, was fori 
u. ------- 1 Ambassador at the UN.

 Convincing

. Some 40 Canadian NGOs have formed 
only the motto for his newly independent Partnership Africa Canada (PAC) to col- 
lountry of Kenya but also an African laborate in making links with and support­
slogan that reached many corners of the ing programmes at village or district level, 
world. The other $75 million is added to the

Canadians seem to be answering this call government's aid funds, although officials 
today. Among the most generous relief acknowledge they operate much less ettec- 
donors when drought and famine afflicted lively at grassroots level than organisations 
20 countries in 1984-85. several recent like Oxfam-Canada.   
moves indicate they consider their part in 
the African r — 
commitment.

These moves include the launching of 
the Africa 2000 campaign in May and, 
most recently, the appointment of two 
energetic ex-pohticians to assignment's in­
volving Africa

Stephen Lewis, who has made his mark 
as Canadian Ambassador to the United 
Nations, has taken on a wide-ranging job 
from UN Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cueller in connection with the five-year 
programme of action for African economic 
letovery

Tomo F _ 
J mg call ‘Harambee’ (pull together) not

ipendent Partnership Atnca Canada (PAC) t 
Afncan laborate in making links with and suj 
of the ing programmes at village or district

dOTcult.es
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I-•"T post-master- 
of Richard Nixon’s 

Reagan’s 
Now it is Iraq-

.A

-ary ot
Shultz refused to 

on rt, but other

owns and runs 
I retinenes and 

lhc'‘‘erlefr?,ln [hr« export 
**>3. J'3150 controls 

^is.^^ct«eEni8 ot Peirolentn 
Af Xn abroac’ antt ‘Petr 

abla Ultlon within Saudi

Lukman
Guess where the new ex- 

ose emerged: It is from the 
Washmgto" 
minder of -"-i 
\vatergatc’ 
Irangate- N? 
gate!
llRjjGUAY 
firearms 
runners fire 
cracked

man and a woman try­
ing to smuggle tire- 

cracKers into Uruguay 
were killed last week in a

1 massive explosion after 
police shot at their truck.

Ihe unidentified pair 
were carrying some 5UU 
kilos (1.1 (X> pounds) ot con­
traband ’ firecrackers from 
Brazil when police, who had 
been cracking down on 
smuggling from Brazil, gave 
chase near San Gabriel. 1(X» 
kms (62 miles) North of 
Montevideo.

Ihc pair refused to stop 
and police began tinng at 
the truck, setting oft an ex­
plosion that completely 
blew apart the vehicle and 
damaged buildings as much 
as 5UU metres (yards) away.

Police found the body ot 
the woman some 1W metres 
(yards) from the scene ot 
the explosion.

OPEC

Quota 
deadlock
(f])pEC 80th ministerial 
^“^conterence deadlocked 
again last week, over quota 
allocations, designed to 
raise prices to 18 dollars a 
barrel.

The stumbling block was 
Iraq which refused to accept 
the production quota given 
to it.

Oil ministers, including 
the OPEC President used 
the larger part ot last week 

. to persuade defiant Iraq to 
J accept, the quota which is 
I less than Iran’s.

Iraq Oil Minister, 
Qussem .Ahmed laq said 
Iraq would not accept 
anything short of whatjran 
has.

“ I hat is our position and 
it is firm,” I aq told 
newsmen m Geneva.

What Iraq rejected 
the 19S4 quota cf 
million

„J was 
oF I-2 

barrels a d?y "" 
Iran’s quota is 2.3 million 
barrels.

With Iraq’s intran­
sigence. OPEC’s hope to 
strengthen the oil market 
and increase prices will 
definitely be an impossible 

I mission.
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j^e9gan’s 
v aQ-gate

trying to find a lee- 
out ot the embar- pf US-lran arms deal, 

^sident Ronald Reagan is 
Mother trouble.

i Jhls time, it centres on 
intelligence aid to Iraq, 

iSn’s seven year old foe. 
...Secretary ot State, 
George - 
c°mment ...__ __
^identified White House 
officials said the story is 
true m all material par­
ticular.

The officials said the pur­
pose ot the intelligence aid 
was to assist Iraqi bombing 
raids on Iran’s oil terminals 

; and power plants.

LthsS'P°n«1 opening 

i. ’>1 z billion 250,000
S day refinery
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Alibi by auto- assemblers

continuous

to enter
1981, tor

the 
new

new 
which 
duties

wide
37

lack or market 
He argued that 

■ never kept 
of market pro­
fl way of en- 
the assembly 
undertake the 

of local con-

___where 
assembled,

Nigeria’s auto-assemblers and 
component suppliers make a case 
for protection and explain the low 
local content in the vehicles 
assembled. Nimi Wariboko reports.

W>/hcn the Federal Go- 
VV vernment established j 

two vehicle assembly plants - 
in 1975, there was the high 
hope that the plants would 
stimulate the development 
ot related sectors of the 
economy.

It -was generally believed 
in government circles that 
within a decade, most it not 
all ot the components ot 
automobile will be produc­
ed m Nigeria, with the 
automobile technology also 
transterred.

But these dreams have to­
day been replaced by the 
realisation that the 
assembly plants do not even 
use up to 30 per cent of 
local materials in the 
manutacture ot their pro­
ducts. And the assembly 
plants are demanding that 
they be given more years to 
mature.

The managing director of 
Peugeot Automobile 
Nigeria Limited, Mr. Daniel 
Lange, said the vehicle 
assembly plants need 20 
years to mature. He cited 
the. examples ot India and 
Brazil, where it took more 
than 20 years to reach 
maturity.

Lange made it clear that 
the assembly plants have 
always been prepared to use 
locally manutactured com­
ponents, but regretted that 
these are not available in the 
nght quantity and quality. 
He said his company wants 
to increase local value add­
ed and reduce imported raw 
materials to 50 per cent ot 
finished cost in the next 
lour years.

Lange attributed the low 
level ot local content to the 
non-existence ot some in­
dustries such as tlat metal 
and steel plants, press shop, 
Petrochemical and machine, 
tool plants.

During a recent media 
brieting organised by 
Volkswagen ot Nigeria 
Limited (VWON) to ease 
the criticisms over auto
Ab RICAN CONCORD 30 DEC

tent wilt be stifled.
The late issuance of im­

port licence to local supplier 
ot auto-parts in 1984 and 
1985 has further dampened 
the use of local components 
by the assembly plants. Ac­
cording to Lange, the 
develop of local content 
depends on

of the nanon’s 
tie industry, 

_ , in the area of 
Focal content development 
on the inconsistency of suc­
cessive governments’ in­
dustrial policy.

Participants at the "Na­
tional Workshop on 
Lmkages Opportunities in 
the Engineering Industry” 
held last week, said that the

Aklnrinade, Industries Minister. 
availability ot local com­
ponents. in these years, the 
late issuance ot licences, 
coupled with insufficient 
value of licences led to in­
adequate and irregular sqp- 
ply of local components.

tn broad terms, vehicle 
assemblers have blamed the 
problems g» 
automobile 
especially i*»

custom tan 11 regime 
reduced import 

um,— on Fully Budt Up 
vehicles is a manifestation 
ot the inconsistency in the 
nation’s mdustnal policy.

ChietM.O. Akmdele, the 
managing director ot Gacol 
Limited, in his address to 

workshop said: "lhe 
... tariff structure, by 
reducing import duties ot 
Fully Built Up products to 
the point of indifference, 
has virtually knocked the 
bottom out of the local 
manutacture which with ex­
cise duty would invariably 
be more costly than pure 
imports.”Akinrele also cnticised 
Nigeria's industrial policies 
as not encouraging linkage 
opportunities in industries. 
In his words: "In Nigeria 
for instance, we observe 

-"hint, seem to re- 
r and the nail 

> set up a steel 
elastic moulder to 
a petrochemical 
brewer to become 

farmer and the 
to make all 

all m the

;is words: 
instance, 

poheies which 
quire the pin 
maker to 
plant, the pl 
set up a 
plant, the 
a big’-time 
auto assembler 
the components, 
name of local sourcing of 
raw materials. Considering 
the ditferent technologies 
and expertise involved, it is 
easy to see that the doctrine 
of self reliance can become 
over-stretched.’’

The effect of this, he said 
is that many of the nation’s 
giant companies are 
monolithic in the structure 
of their operations, with the 
resultant high product 
prices.

The managing director of 
PAN, Lange said that it is 
impossible for an assembly 
plant to manutacture all the 
parts — about 3.UUU — by 
itself or even procure them 
locally. He said that 
General Motors JGM) ot 
United States does not 
manufacture all the parts of 
its cars. He said that GM 
import radiators from 
Peugeot in France. In all 
parts of the world auto 
companies buy most of 
their inputs from q

pricing in Nigeria, the 
managing director, Mr. 
Klaus Von Bommer at- 
tnbuted-the low local con­
tent in ■vehicles assembled in 
Nigeria to 
protection.
government has 
its promise " 
tection; as 
couraging 
plants to 
development 
tent. He said: "Throughout 
the years, Finished Build 
Up (FBU) cars were allowed 

the country, in
■ ----- example, nr only

tour months 34,UW FBU
I units of Panel Van entered 

the country, the overall im- 
j ports' were- about 15,000 
/ unit.”I The stance of Bothmer is 

shared by Lange, who went 
further to argue that the 
present protection is

I negative. In some foreign 
I countries where cars are 

also assembled, the etfec-
I tive protection Is over 50 per 
/ cent, he said.
I Another common stance 
I between the two managing 
I directors is that the develop- 
j ment of local content is 
j directly related to the 
/ volume ot production in the 

assembly plants. They 
argued that the local sup- 

| pliers of auto-parts can only 
| generate the necessary 

funds to carry on the capital 
I intensive investment when 
I the volume of demand for 
I their productslshrgh. But if 

due to the importation of 
I FBU, the assembly plants 
j do not produce (or produce 

below capacity), the 
I development of local con-
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Naira’s downward slide
Down, down and down. The Naira depreciates again.

.. »-or
H » *

I

T Naira last -etk record­
er. a depreciation against

irons 31.25 American Cents 
^sr week'to 3O.3U American 
Cents.

I'r.e week’s rate will be 
operative tn the market till S 
January, 19S" the 
next bid ding will take place.

I hirty-nme banks sub­
mined their bids tor the 
L .b. S“5 million ottered tor 
sale by the Central Bank ot 
Nigeria with 3“ of them 
winning. Continental Mer­
chant Bank and the New 
Nigerian Bank were the un­
successful banks. The banks

I total demand for foreign ex- , 
38

tor instance, the 
automobile assemblers are 
pursuing the establishment 
or *6UU million Central 
Press orkshop. 1: this 
happens, the importation ot 
mechanical parts will be 
reduced by 50 per cent.

Also, X \X ON has entered 
into contractual agreement 
with AG1P (Nigeria) 
Limited and National Oil 
Company tor lubricants; 
Berger Paints Limited tor 
paints and Dunlop Nigeria 
Limited for tyres and tubes. 
In addition, current local 
producers ot auto com­
ponents are encouraged to 
produce the right quality 
and quantity tor use by 
VW ON.

PAN claims that it tops 
the list or local content 
development, and has the 
highest local added value 
among vehicle assemblers m

guidelines on the movement 
ot toreign currency.

The CBN boss said that a 
new balance ot *98.6 
million using SEEM was 
recorded m the accounts as 
at the end ot October. In 
toreign currency, the net 
balance comprised 823.4 
million, 81.54 million and 
Deutsche Mark U.089, 
French Franc 0.052 million 
and Swiss Franc 0.013 
million.

I he governor also reveal­
ed that ot the US S594.4 
million allocated to the 
banks as at the end ol the 
9th week ot operation ot 
SFfcM. US 8488.2 million 
or 82.1 per cent went to the 
industrial sector.
Otiti

i Nigeria. Presently, the com­
pany has 44 local manufac­
turers spread across the 
country, supplying about 
375 ditterent pans.

Ihe company has also 
planned to reach the tollow­
ing level ot local content: 3U 
per cent by the end oi 1987; 
35 per cent by 1988, and 40 
per cent by 1989. Io this et- 
lect, the company has iden- 
titied 15 industrial orojects 
to be implemented.

PAN gives tinancial and 
technical assistance to local 
suppliers, to increase their 
local inputs in the produc­
tion ot auto components. It 
is also in contact with over 
20 prospective suppliers to 
develop various stamped 
parts.

Inspire ot these etiorts, 
industry experts believe that 
local content development 
is still tar trom being

Ot this amount, raw­
materials accounted tor US 
8300.4 million or 50 per 
cent, while machinery, 
spare parts and CKD ac­
counted tor US S187.8 
million or 31.6 per cenr.

Invisible ’item consumed 
US S5.9 million or one per 
cent. While tood got US 
S29.8 million or live per 
cent, general merchandise 
accounted tor US S69.5 
million or 10.96 per cent 
and capital goods ac­
counted tor US S4.5 million 
or 10.75 percent.

Imports tor ihe 
agricultural sector got the 
least as it accounted tor on­
ly US SO.77 million or 0.12 
per cent ot the total alloca­
tion.

The buying rates fixed tor 
the six other traded curren­
cies last Thursday were 
*4.7174 (Pound Sterling), 
*1.6382 (Deutsche Mark), 
*1.9406 (Swiss Franc), 
*0.4958 (French Franc), 
*1.4473 (Dutch Guilder) 
and *0.0202 (Japanese 
\en). Ihe First Iter has re­
mained at *2.5964 to one 
I S dollar in the last weeks.

— Nimi Uariboko

change stood at S52.235 
million.

I he marginal rate ot 
*’3.3000 was submitted by 
African Continental Bank 
which bidded tor SI.5 
million but went home with 
only SI.015 million. The 
highest hid rate or *3.6500 
was submitted by Lmted 
Bank tor Africa and the 
fewest was submitted by­
New Nigerian Bank. An im­
portant feature o’ the bid­
ding is that — apart trom 
the highest bid — they 
clustered around *3.60 and 
*3.20 to one L.S. dollar. 
And none of the bidders 
quoted a rate below the 
CBN imposed rate ot last 
week. The CB.Vs rate tor 
las: week was *3.20.

I he Central Bank ot 
Nigeria (CBN) Governor, 
Alhaji Abdulkadir Ahmed 
said that there were im­
provements in lodgements 
in the domiciliary accounts. 
He attributed this improve­
ment to the introduction of 
SFEM and the new

satisfactory. A crucial 
issue, observers say, is that 
although it may appear that 
the automobile industry is 
reducing import content ot 
their vehicles, the reality is 
ditterent. Nns is because 
the existing local suppliers 
depend heavily on imported 
raw materials.

More surprising is the 
tact that ot all the efforts 
made by the assembly 
plants, none is directed 
towards the development ot 
a Nigerian automobile 
engine. I hus the govern­
ment’s dream ot producing 
a purely Nigerian 
automobile is still far trom 
reality, and might even be 
an unfulfilled dream.

According to Lange: “To 
make a Nigerian car is not 
necessary. But what is 
.necessary is to adopt what is 

i specific to Nigeria.”
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The buying spree

a—

i
i

Nigerians are buying up the local shops, 
a sharp contrast to the general belief 
that the economic down turn may spell an 
unexciting Xmas. What is, the true picture?

_____________
Business Forum

experiencing the same rush 
at Xmas period, a trend that 
usually shoots up the prices 
of sewing as has happened.

Aswani Market looked 
like the venue of a popular 
football match. Big cars 
that had disgurged privileg­
ed shoppers splattered 
about. Hawkers paraded 
and shouted their wares. 
The crowd of buyers and 
sellers was so dense that 
motorists who were.unlucky 
to come there cursed their

overflowing with consumers 
buying foodstuffs such as 
chicken, cow meat, and 
nee.

Indications generally are 
that the shopping spree is 
not restricted to the areas 
surveyed. Indeed, it may 
even he a pointer to the 
trend nation-wide. What 
then could be the explana­
tion for this spree amidst 
rising want?

In fact, the general feel­
ing has been that this Xmas

1 the unemployed have since 
I risen. Many companies 
I have been laying ott workers 

since the year began, tor 
the unemployed and their 
dependants, the Christmas 
may even turn out to be an 
unhappy .occasion, a point 
where their deprived status 
may become severely accen­
tuated.

The undulating pattern 
of gen'eral prices 
throughout the year hasn't 
helped matters. And with 
SFEM, prices seem to have 
gene to the moon; With the 
usual big hike in prices at 
Christmas, the stage was set 
for something unpalatable.
It wouldn’t have been too 
surprising given this general 
bleak background, said to 
be worse than the previous 
year, it Christmas shopping 
became much more reduced 
even if to a negligible level.

But the shopping witnessed 
was not negligible.

Even at that, the level ot 
shopping this year had a 
somewhat prominent 
feature. As one observer 
put it, "Most people now 
buy only Christmas cards. 
In tact, the line tor cards 
are longer than tor other 
commodities.” Indepen­
dent observations at UTC, 
Kingsway, other shops and 
roadside stores somehow

39

wnspite of the harsh 
^economic weather, 
Christmas shopping is going 
on with heightening intensi­
ty daily as the big day draws 
nearer. Shoppers have been 
thronging the various shops 
and markets in very large 
numbers this past • week. 
This trend seems to be at 
odds with the general com­
plaints about worsening 
conditions.

At the UAC Department 
Store in both Ikeja and 
Lagos, shoppers kept 
trooping m and out with 
their varied purchases daily.

stone throw trom there, 
the Kingsway Stores .along 
Marina m'Lagos was equally 
busy. Brisk business was go­
ing on too in the various 
other shops scattered in the 
area.

For instance, Bata Stores 
has not been short of 
customers. In particular, its 
shop on Broad Street has 
been getting a steady train 
of shoe buyers. Men, 
women and children could 
be seen trying out shoes, 
which many eventually 
bought. They were all tak­
ing advantage of the price 
discount by Bata. Other 
stores had discounts too to 
attract more customers.

At the nearby Cash *N’ 
Carry, directly opposite 
Kingsway, the place had the 
feel of an international air­
port at peak traffic period 
The place was crowded 
Business was moving quick 
ty- Money was changing 
hands. Goods, electronic 
products particularly were 
being moved out to the 
homes ot lucky buyers.

Balogun Market, popular 
for clotnes and shoes 
amongst other things, was 
bustling with activity. Peo- 
P*e were buying ready­
made-clothes and shoes. 
The business for the home­
made ones was booming. 
Yards upon yards of clothes 
exchanged for various sums 
of money. Tailors around 
had more work on hand 
than they could manage. 
Tailors all around town are

would be gloomy. This 
gloomy expectation is not 
unjustified. Many workers 
have not been paid for 
months. For this group, 
Xmas bonus is out of ques­
tion. The refunds from the 
Economic Emergency Fund 
was expectantly looked onto 
as a big booster for empty 
pockets this December. 
Delays m its release may yet 
mar that dream.

Moreover, the crowd of

Shopping for Xmas. 

gods as they sweated out the 
heavy traffic hold-up.

In Ikeja, shopping was 
going on as elsewhere. We i 
known centres like J uh 
pharmacy and Stores have 
been getting their own sharp 
of Christmas buyers. 
Around Ikeja Bus Stop, the 
Christmas mood is cvld'n'; 
The shops around were not 
the only lucky recipients ot 
shoppers’ patronage. The 
market nearby was
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mostly at exhorbitantiy 
priced Tates.

Furthermore, it was clear 
from the appearance of 
those embarking on the 
shopping spree that they 
were tar trom impoverish­
ed. Many of them are fairly 
well-to-do. They seemed 
unattected much by the 
economic downturn. They 
are probably the type who 
could buy a Volkswagen 
Beetle tor’ N2U.000. As for 
the mass of impoverished 
Nigerians, the Xmas may 
mean a drastically slashed 
purchasing power.
• But Xmas is one season 
where people go out of their 
way to celebrate. Saving 
all year round for it is not 
an uncommon practice. In 
fact, a major pointer that 
this Christmas may still 
have the traditional spark is 
the numerous plans for 
travelling home which 
haven’t been shelved and 
tor parties which promise to 
be as exciting as ever.

— Fred lint az Igbeare •

and 
of 

fashionable wears appeared 
to be bearing the brunt ot 
the above attitude. Most ot 
the shop owners complained 
ot poor sales. Compared to 
last year, they stated ejn-
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Mr. Steven 
» is at 4 Market 

___ in Lagos. He sells 
men’s wears. “TLiz « 
bit farr — '
year. I 
more customers than last 
year. 1 made N5U profit dai­
ly after selling between 1U to 
20 clothes per day. My-pro­
fit this year has been higher 
and 1 have sold more 
clothes,” he said.

Mr. Obi brushed oft the 
general disagreement to his 
contention thus: “If you

open the Central Bank and 
give large sums ot money to 
everybody, people will still 
complain that there is no 
money. 1 stand by my side 
of the story. 1 am speaking 
for myself. 1 don’t know 
about others.”

Something else seems to 
give credence to Mr. Obi’s 
contention. The manage­
ment ot the department 
stores contacted were hesi­
tant about giving 
categorical statements on 
their sales this year as 
against last year. It would 
have helped to get a clearer 
picture on the situation. 
Sales persons, taking a cue 
from their management, 
kept mum on sales figures.

Even then, a discernible 
path can stilt be charted in 
the maz$ ot conflicting in­
formation. The shop sellers 
who see a bleaker Xmas 
may just be playing to type. 
They may not want to give 
an impression that they are 
making huge profits from 
their wares which are sold

I had more 
1 this year 
I costlier 
I afford 

clothes.” 
one dissenting voice in 

the general v.ew that things 
are worse, is n— --- 
Obi. Hisshop 
s,re" ?l^rhisyearisa 

compared lo last 
1 have been having 
customers

pnaucaU,-that bustness .snot 
better. t»e,s-"T ny Jackson 
rhetorically 
ironted: 
any

ginned this. I
on ^observer, a worker m | 

e °i the government i 
^nistries who prefers 
T“0I>ymity, believed that 

‘irtsttnas’ this year is going 
to be worse than last year's.

attributed this to me ns- 
cost of things. Accor- 

“ln8 to him, “Even 
^•ynstmas cards put me oft. 
^'hen 1 saw the price of N3 
Pcr copy, it meant 10 
send one each to my tw0 
Bultnends. 1 had to go tor 
cheaper ones with great loss 
m quality. As for clothes, 
like many other people, my 
budget for them has been 
greatly reduced. 1 can only 
at ford the least costly. The 
shoes 1 have now will have 
to serve me until things im­
prove.”

At Balogun 
elsewhere, sellers

seller, Mr. Sun- 
asked

y when con- 
_j. “Have you seen 
customer come here 

,7 Last year, even 
though things were hard, we' 
tn K — customers. But 

with b'FEM and 
wears, people can’t 

to buy much
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dialogue.

Babangida: Missiles at SAP.
foreign exchange shortage. But what we 
are doing in ettect is to borrow more, 
pretending that the naira is finding its 
level, we are in fact creating an artificial 
situation by putting ourselves m a posi­
tion we are simply increasing our debts 
to be paid. And in tact the whole ques­
tion of production is not bemg properly 
addressed, so that it is conceivable that 
when the debts become due and they 
surely will be, our problems will be com­
pounded. So these are my reasons for 
thinking that perhaps we are to rethink 
these measures.

Although in fairness to the govern­
ment, one should add that they have in­
herited a situation, a system whose logic 
does not leave them much of a choice, 
and to really expect them to do other-

SAP is an illusion
I that cannot be correct. Because wiseu pemaps urraa-. 1 Ooo't tlna*
I exchan ce nrnhipme ------fairly expered 80 iX-UCS

kirds of assaults m the forces ’■Mcfl:

things differently.
Q: What are the plans of socu^s f^ 
/W. Is there a plan to form a poLncal 
party come /5W.’
A: Hell 1 don't think that any person 
is in a position to speak for socialists, 
neither myself nor anybody. I think thar 
we have a hegemonic class that is going 
to decide what is going to happen in 
1990. And what socialists do in terms 
of their principles is not really a plan, 
not that kind of thing, but to monitor 
the contradictions as they develop and 
develop their practice according to those 
circumstances.
(/• Do you subscribe to the view that 
socialism cannot solve Nigeria's pro­
blems?
‘ i 1 "cannot see how anybody can say- 

such a thing, First, it is an idealist ques­
tion. It is unscientific, because it is based 
purely on hypothetical situations: If weI „__ ___ ______ ___

‘ had socialism. But then what socialism?
It may not solve Nigeria's problems! But 
what problems? I hat statement is too 

I vague, too meaningless and too based on 
. hypothetical assumptions to elicit any 
I serious response. All that one can say is 
i that the very essence of socialism is con- 
| Crete democracy.

The tact that rewards and the burden 
of citizenship are shared with equity. 
Die fact that people are mobilised to 
participate in the shaping of their lives, 
to accept responsibilities tor their 
destiny, and it has to if there is genuine 
socialism. It has to be better because 
more people will show commitment to 
the system. The system willhave more 
legitimacy even it there are difficulties 
because the concrete interest of the 
generality of the people becomes the 
supreme law.
Q: What reforms should be introduced 
in the 1987 budget?
A. 1 don’t think'that one can talk of 
reforms, at least from my own point of 
view. 1 think there is a certain logic now­
in the way that things are going and we 
know of course that the budget has to 
get the blessing of the IMF and the 
World Bank. This means that we have a 
pretty clear idea of what it will be, and 
so if one had ideas of what it should be, 
those ideas really would be largely irrele­
vant. 1 would at least want to see some 
effort to control inflation and some ef­
fort to understand that the income of 
workers is to be increased in this situa­
tion.

exchange problems because of our pat­
tern of consumption which is also a _ _________
manifestation of our system of produ-- could need to do if wir-£“ to 
tion. And unless we solve the question of 
production, then the question of im­
balances of trade which the exchange 
rate addresses is a relatively secondary­
problem. Every Thursday we-all wonder 
what the rate of the naira will be and we 
console ourse'ves that it is getting 
stronger and going well, and pm our 
hopes about revival and recovery on 
changes in exchange rates. 1 don’t know 
any capitalist country m the world — 
America, Sweden — that reposes its 

■ hope on ihis sphere ol operation. So, 1 
think from that point of view one cannot 
have much confidence.

A final comment is, of course, that 
there are some hidden assumptions 
which need to be articulated to see that 
perhaps we might not be doing the right A: 
things. For instance, we are lacing a pro­
blem of deficit and imbalance, hence the

A laude Ake earns a living by tea- 
ching political economy, a sub­

ject of which he is a professor at the 
University of Port Harcourt. But his 
trademark is white jumper and a 
pair of brown sandals. He bestrides 
the Marxism-Leninism camp in 
Nigeria as a collosus. His latest 
book: “A Political Economy of 
Africa,” is regarded both in Marxist 
and bourgeois circles as a classic.

Ake does not just write Marxism- 
Leninism for scholarship sake; he is 
also a consistent and committed 
socialist and wants Nigeria to adopt 
the socialist model of development.

In this interview with Nimi 
Wari boko, Professor Ake, now in 
his 40y, discusses the Structural Ad­
justment Programme (SAP) oj the 
Babangida regime.
<2-‘ How do you assess the measures in­
stituted so far to restructure the 
economy?
A: The best thing that can be said tor 
the measures instituted so far is that they 
make sense in terms of the structures of 
our system and its rationality and logic. 
Given the system we have now and given 
the historical circumstances, the 
measures are perhaps what we might ex­
pect. But whether they are what should 
solve our problems is another matter. In 
my opinion they rest on assumptions 
that are mistaken. First, the assumption 
that a move to a purer free market 
mechanism is going to help Nigeria, is 
not true.

One has to distinguish between the 
welfare of Nigerians and perhaps the 
welfare of few people particularly 
multinationals, in short the impact is go­
ing to be differential because the general 
significance of the operation of a freer 
market mechanism is that, it is going to 
make the strong, stronger. It is going to 
compound the inequalities, and for 
Nigeria as a whole it is going 10 confirm 
us in those things in which we have com­
parative advantage. Which in effect is 

A comparative disadvantage since we 
;' specialise in the production of primary 

goods with very tittle processing. So 
akmg it freely competitive and leaving 

umgs to the tree market will mean of 
course that we became more set in a par- 

ar division of labour that does not help us.
^Mark^t ^econ(I'Tier foreign Exchange 1 

A- 1 think it is an illusion to assume i
b a ^han8es m the rate of exchange can I

he pivotal solution to a nation’s i 
conomy. Even on capitalist prejudices, i 
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acquire all

ven chalkugnm '
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L ~< < >!<!> I*l« >1>| ,

— bunso O^unJade
— Dimeji Popoola

t ™akes vou »mo something 

ter $0 tong, the woman

• and .‘eel: that bemg seen a a - sman, in- 
creaiet twofold &* er/ptc"_r_’-L5 from 
her. I hn »h* ray: maker her —pre deter-J P?

& •»

says: "Knowieege lir-.u :rc= Sacks, 
-—• —•- ' ' r z -CSZ3,
you are kill^rg Lie .--a.- jes c: necole to 
acquire knowledge.”

He loves bocks, he says. and by way 

satis tied that he is comr.buung to the 
spread or know ledge in ims part cl the 
developing world. He has travelled ex­
tensively witinn Ngena and says he is 
adaptive to changes. He thinks that 
Nigeria can survive ”1! we put cur 
pnonnes right. Feepie should stop 
thinking only or themselves, there 
should be a wtanonal cccsnrusness.”

better »n rr.m.t encea • y.r.^ Ha -fixate 
ambition, the tay*. wnh a -r- im_e, is to 
become the Genera. Mazazer cf NfcPA. 
Bur that would net z-t pcinr.e- frecon-

"25 ^S^tic and admits it. Her 
27_r‘;“~‘e22:1 hcr career (the two pas- 
ssns of her lite) continuously pull her in 
CTpnstte directions.
.2^’ 5elson’ Admin. Personnel 

?hPA Strict’Ottice, Jos savs 
71 cons,der m>3eIt a career 

_Z.“ZZ ‘ ^t'ls as important to me as 
11 s llkc bc,nS in Iovc "ith 

2‘ at !he samc timc- You have to 
and “lhe Iw'ss you pay

ITT] e did r.c: find f-firnm: m library 
Hsr.er.ce, t* c-i: azz turned to 
book selling.

Now, Lanre Adesnyi. me Area Pro­
motions Manager GSo rm, c: me Univer­
sity Press Limned, -_as a rennimre from 
AB U, Zana in markenzg.

"Lanre, who has an amzmg faith in 
man bemg-the archnec: of his fa^, says:

■ “You can turn danzy.-yna an change- 
anything. People szomz noc sn down

• and expect •miracles--’’ He says a good
I mixture ot honesty, hardworfc and
I dedication would yield favourable 
i results.

He aspires to on a purzszmg house 
I one day because he is no: sansned wilt 
| the current beck situanm — >igenai He 

save* --- _________
| and with books pfacec

_____
ot selling pubnshec mimmLs. he feels

a career

Janet would not allow herselt to be 
treated as second class because ot her 
sex. ”1 consider myselt a human being 
hrst and being temale is just incidental?* 
bhe beheves that tor a woman to get 
aneac in Nigeria, she must acquire all 
the education sht could get and should 
be able to iitt her head. “Most ot the

you’re not." According to her, haxing j 
been held back tw ",::........  .
shouic now reahre that her piot'ci place i 

snyw here w here human beings belong, i 
A business administration graduate, :

Mrs. Nelson says she spent most ol her 
icu.: me m the I SA, “gionmg up and 
snccymg.” She says she is proud ot her j 
Xgemn heritage. “Being a Nigeunn i 
woman s a crvvht to me.“ She tevls this I 
a one of the counmes ot the world i 
where the woman would go and laun m ■ 
me :?eics to come back home and tend

hie sees her ;ob a> ven challengmg ' i *•*
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