
NW

Clt

•;aIS

-A Zone.. 700CF Kenya.. 5I«2S

March 25

GfNG

Abdullahi Ibrahim (SAN) 
speaks on Karibi-Whyte tribunal

Egypt------
Ltbena
UK

Siena Leone L50.00 
Tanunia.... ShsSO 
Uganda 'JihiSOT

USA-  USC2.00 
Z* mb*a  ..K4.00 
Zimbabwe. 2550

April 1 1991 Vol. 2 No.



nationwide

606 &41’

Since 1894 First Bank has been 
committed t.o spreading prosperity 
nationwide.

pttftty
A lot of our customers have been 
with us since our humble beginning.

This is because at First Bank we 
understand the needs of our 
customers better and respond with

Bank with 
You can depend °n.Resource base, 
its massive asset an

. haS more 
Moreover, First Bank bank m 
branches than any _nC)ated with 
Nigeria, and it is also a g major
Standard Chartered d repre- 
British Banking Group. c0Untries 
sentation in over ou

despatch and professionalism. | Let us back you up with all °ur m 9 

truly the first-
|[|-J one, 36 Mere* r 0 kM «21«. L»go> let 01 -6M.900 30 London Br»r<n Otto 23/30 K.ng Street London tC 2V BL* T«-' O'



Maj

CONTENTS No 13

The efogumglmg face of NTSC Departments
Page

LETTERS 5

LEADERS

Page 12.

Ift.

11

NIGERIA 20

PLATFORM 25

AFRICA 29

WORLD 31

34

Citizen, March 25,1991

BILKISU 
YUSUF

MOHAMMED 
HARUNA

7

7

8

Citizen
| All the New in Peripectire |

The founders of the 
scheme saw it as one 
concrete way of fostering 
national unity and incul­
cating discipline in our 
youth. After 18 years the 
NYSC is battling to sur­
vive and execute its man­
date.

3

'Corruption is
Senior Advocate of Nige­
ria Alhaji Abdullahi 
Ibrahim shares his views 
on why states should be 
abolished, and what to 
do about the bogey of 
corruption.

NYSC: where is thy sting?
Fertilizer
Enhancing agriculture

^lill 1991

Page25

Gulf: Saddam versus Shi’a
The gulf war is over but an­
other ravaging one is unfold­
ing in Iraq as Shi'a Islamic 
group takes on Saddam 
Hussein in an insurrection that 
will determine the political 
equation of post war Iraq.

Page 31



■m

PREFACE

KJ

iwan Kanawa, PMB 2334, Kaduna.
, offlshcrf Road, P.M.B. 21742, Ikeja.

Citizen, March 25,1991

j/fTf he National Youth Service Corps, NYSC ha<ja 
// f ' difficult period of gestation and when its brave 
/ J. midwife delivered the baby in May 1973 after a 

// protracted labour, controversy greeted its arrival. Univer- 
1/ sity students embarked on a nationwide demonstration 
/1 to protest against the scheme. In those good old days, uni- I 
/ versity graduates had so many plum jobs lined up foJ 
/ ‘hem, a car and a house to complete the generous I 
I package. So they could afford to throw tantrums about I 
I the punitive aspect of the NYSC scheme. Nobody wanted I 
I to serve in remote states on a chicken feed allowance just I 
| to promote national unity. I

T°day, 18 years later, the story is different with com I 
members ever too ready to manipulate NYSCposting t I 
ensure that they serve in states of their choice. With s °l 
‘ng unemployment, the scheme provides a meaner I 
^Plng body and soul together. But employers are I 

I Choosy about the corPs members they spU^ I batHUS€ thereare fewer j°bs to offer and the scheme / 
went'W,th a steady erosion of its mandate. Our team I 
bV T^ WntoassesstheNYSCand the cover anchor^ I 
y ey Zakka with additional reporting bv Riiv I 
reX' ^hmud Momoh andRabiu^T /

Our guest on Platform this week is Alhaji Abdullahi 
Ibrahim (SAN), a legal luminary, a former minister, and 
chairman of the nation's foreign polity think-tank, the 
Nigerian Institute of International Affairs, NIIA. He bared

—1 on sizzling national issues, corruption, i 
abolition of states and the Karibi-Whyte tribunal where 
he served as a member. Mohammed Bomoi, Bilkisu I 
Yusuf and Delia Nzekwu bring you this controversial | 
interview. I

I

I ■

L EmeJ II Nigerian

---- -- ----- cniX IjTh Agfd,nsgl>
~~------reserved.
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men do

|The strugle withinl

Gulf aftermath
Sir,
The worst has been done, the world 
already knew who won the war

as having done virtually nothing 
during his tenure.

Some of us now believe your 
words to be true and we notice with 
satisfaction the manner you go 
about your job of developing 
Kaduna state, but please tarry-a- 
while because you will not do your­
self justice to accomplish in a hurry 
what needs to be done meticulously.

We also advise that you listen to 
many a varied opinion than those 
closest to you.
Baba Gado
Zaria City

sible by religuishing its position and 
made the world a unipolar system. 

_ __  As many of them rejoice in their 
Gumisaidno victory, they should also remember 

only ben"18 southwhcn AbUt’a'^,ru!cthiscoun- thatthatis the beginning of another 
iftheM;^ southemerisgoing__________________era of violence in the Middle East.

hy- • , ^,minc of press Kunlc SoladoycWhat is actually becoming r „ ._ y
in Nigeria one ponders. 

Moshrod Adcgboye 
Offa

Governor Ayuba ,Sir
Sir,

Th in PS DreSS men UU When you took over the admini- 
8 x stration of Kaduna state late last

Vhavo alwavs read Mohammed year you openly dismissed though 
Haruna's article with keen interest, brfat^'y your predecessor in office 
No doubt, his articles exhibita sense 
of maturity most journalists lack.
When I read through the article 

titled "The things press men do my 
conviction of his high sense of ma- 
turity dawned on me. Although he 
is a journalist, he has been able to 
point out the ill-manner of our jour­
nalists. I wish all are like him. I 
wish he would continue to use his 
pen to unmask the misdeeds of the 
lot of Nigerian journalists. Let us 
keep our fingers crossed and see 
how they will react to the Ooni 
question.
Isaac Eteveigho 
Lagos

Letters to Citizen, carrying names signatures and addresses, should be brief and to the point. They should be typed 
double space and addressed to Letters Page, Citizen, G.ll Unguwan Kanawa, PMB 2334, Kaduna

Citizen, March 25,1991

SOP—The Sh-i,

Sir, 
I took time to read yn„ 

Xh''s% 
your information 88'6 within„ 
not be beaten, denied „ "alysis Wa­
fer your conclusio ,bfau'ted but 
tunes of the SDP jn f 'tlat the for. 
will depend on how w^elocH°as 
Yar'Adua, Chief Nzerih Gcncral 
"Western caucus mana„ a"d the 
dential ticket crisis betw ’he pres‘- 
No mention was m3°n them". 
Middle Belt as the fourth of the
the crisis management t me'nbcrof 
The chance of either kin 

Western caucus, ch 8‘be°rthe 
through, will certainly (°'C0 poin<’ 
sible with the supp0rtof .7 Pos- 
Belt, who one must r,Middla 
constitute the bulk «r>Madmit- 
stronghold in the North* tDP 
Middle Belt will certain! I *h’ The 
around this time while the h-n°! Sit 
of their representatives e '8 ?ree 
milking the cow thev 
shephered! have

Zakari A. Sofa
Kaduna.

ties, notoniy --------------------- -------------- ‘o-------
transition to civil Pru° (the nation one thing, that it is not a military 
but also in the interest victory that changes events, but the
as a whole. oie's tradi- determined behaviour of a people.
If a custodian of the as he --------------....... .......

Hon could be all°'v ^lers may
likes other tradition" bec0Dies of was required. Well, thanks to Bush 
follow suit, what then k:- —, — :i;_
this county? blamed as it tary technology on a country like
The press also is to ronounce- Iraq. No less thanks to the Soviet

kept quiet over this p o^cn ^jd Union, which had made this pos-
ments. No wonder > . ress in ------1.-~..-.i...—...-----------------j
that the smith control* h^ 

Nigeria. Heavens from the 
lose by this----- -  orcb

e- be cau-
The Ooni of Ifc "^^rances and

Honed on his recen ]jtjcal Par' ------1...... ........... .. —........-
romance with the two jnSt the militarily and who won politically, 
ties not only because 1 rule The so-called allied have forgotten
transition to ci’"’ Pr — *• '
but also in the interest victory that changes events, but the

D]e's tradi- determined behaviour of a people, 
of do as he We are told and it is believed that
allowed* may destruction in Iraq is beyond what 

was required. Well, thanks to Bush 
for using his most advanced mili­
tary technology on a

,ronounce- Iraq. No less thanks to the Soviet

-* - —ress in 
almost

“ b, il ls same press
8°>ng south when Abubakar G-
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LEADERS

NYSC: Where

__
that the cost of a bag of simple fertilizer is to be 
raised by 100% from the present 17 Naira to 34 
Naira, while a bag of compound fertilizer now

he National Youth Service Corps, 
| NYSC, welcome as its concept is,has in

JLL the 18 years of its existence had too 
much dirt rubbed into its visage, and Colonel 
Hafiz Momoh, 47, its new boss, is unhappy 
with Nigerians for saying so aloud. Why, we 
are on course, he says. The NYSC is perform­
ing exactly the way it was designed to work. 
Agreed, corp members sometimes, using 
long legs7, get us to post them back to their 
states. But they often have "very good, genu­
ine reasons". In any case, their number (1%) is 
too small for them to steal the show from us. 
We still run things".

Col. Momoh's defensive line runs on: no, 
there is no waning corper enthusiasm. It is 
imagined. NYSC has come to stay. If it is 
scrapped today the nation will boil. Remem­
ber what happened in 1985 when NCE hold­
ers were 'excised' from the scheme! They 
demonstrated and today are still protesting 
against their forced exit. The infamous Obasa 
trial in 1985? Yes, it happened but only within 
a particular period and it was dealt with 
firmly. "Now, the nation has beamed its light 
on the organisation very closely", the director 
says. "Everything is highly monitored". The 
all-clear sign has been given, and, by Col. 
Momoh's reckoning, life should go on.

The NYSC boss is right about the scheme 
having come to stay. All but few vocal Nigeri­
ans, who Col. Momoh wants ignored, have 
come to accept the wisdom of a programme 
aimed at getting younger Nigerians to know 
their country better and promote national 
unity. Where he and the rest of us part ways is 
his insistence that the scheme "is going on the 
way it was designed to work". To be sure, the 
nation's universities and polytechnics still 
chum thousands of graduates that feed the 
scheme annually. The ritual of dispersing 
them to 'need/ employers has been relig­
iously kept. The convergence of views, how­
ever, will only stretch this far.

Is thy sting?
We don't agree that the face the NYSC 

presents today is the same one that Nigerians 
knew in the 70's. Then, it was the face of a corp 
that spoke with authority and was obeyed. 
Today, what we see is a weakened authority, 
facilely arm-twisted by even youths it used to 
order around. Corp members not only impu­
dently reject their posting by the NYSC Direc­
torate but also indicate employers they want 
to work for.

Come to think of it, maybe we shouldn't 
come down too hard on Col. Momoh and his 
team. They too are handicapped by the very 
law - Decree No 24 of May 22,1973 - which set 
up their flagship. The law stipulates that no 
corps member should be assigned to his state 
of origin but goes on to permit such preferen­
tial posting under certain special conditions. It 
did not take the cleverer corpcrs long to 
discover this ambivalence and they have 
been exploiting it to the detriment of the na­
tional interest. As Col. Momoh himself has 
recognised, it is time that loophole was 
blocked.

Then something needs be done about the 
welfare of coipers. A starting-point was made 
in January with the raising of the stipend to 
350 Naira. The annual awards for distin­
guished service would have been as com­
mendable if they went to corpers who really 
merited them. Alas! Col. Momoh talked about 
building lodges. If this eventually material­
ises one problem that so far has seemed intrac­
table would have been removed.

A word for the director's upcoming inno­
vation: a corper's forum and 'grassrooting7 of 
the scheme. The forum is meant to give corp 
members a say in the way the scheme is run 
and the localisation process which will see 
NYSC offices go up in local government areas 
is intended to chase the corper and his prob­
lems to his base rather than he "pursuing" 
officials to headquarters. We look forward to 
that coming up too in the new year.

Fertilizer
A circular letter from the Federal Minis- 

A\ try of Agriculture dated March 8, this 
X A. year, informed all state governments

Citizen, March 25, 1991
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us enough from

PFI IGFOT Al ITOMOBILE NIGERIA LIMITED,

7th Apr-

whn^'" ®etthe 'mport of our distinct message 
face to°ace6t Close‘ meet and talk w'th us*

ara at the 1991 Enugu Trade Fair f 
JLn?°S0’.?ur auto-engineers and the 
commercial crew will be there to expl 
Lw °“r strateAV °nd efforts towards 
achieving a reliable Nigerian Automobile 
Industry.
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Fertilizer
A circular letter from the Federal Minis- that the cost of a bag of simple fertilizer is to be 

try Of Agriculture dated March 8, this raised by 100% from the present 17Naira to 34 
4 ja. year, informed all state governments Naira, while a bag of compound fertilizer now
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and the localisation process which will see 
----- .—„ Bloulwil!s Ulal ulv NYSC offices go up in local government areas 
annually. The ritual of dispersing is intended to chase the corper and his prob­

lems to his base rather than he "pursuing" 
officials to headquarters. We look forward to 
that coming up too in the new year.

NYSC: Where is thy sting?
 yje don't agree that the face the NYSC

Hr tn Nati°nal Youth Service Corps, nls today is the same one that Nigerians 
Jj NYSC, welcome as its concept is,has in £ jn the 70's Then, >t was the face of a corp 

mud. d n Ly°ars °f “s existence had too £ oke w.th authority and was obeyed. 
Hafiz M ™int°its visage, and Colonel £ what we see is a weakened authority, 
Hafiz 1Mom oh, 47, its new boss, is unhappy / d|c[y arm-twisted by even youths it used to 
wtn Nigenans for saying so aloud. Why, we *a around. Corp members not only impu- 

n c°urse, he says. The NYSC is perform- thoir posting by the NYsc Direc-
A8 XtCt y the Way it was designed to work. hut also indicate employers they want 
'InLrTi ' c°rP members sometimes, using 
state n’S' us t0 Post 'hem back to their 
tates. But they often have "very good, genu- 
Z eCaS?.T-ln any 'heir number (1%) * 
w mi for thcm t0 steal thc show from us. 
We still run things".

Col. Momoh's defensive line runs on: no, 
ere is no waning corper enthusiasm. It *s 

imagined. NYSC has come to stay. If it *s 
scrapped today the nation will boil. Remem­
ber what happened in 1985 when NCE hold­
ers were 'excised' from the scheme! They 
demonstrated and today are still protesting ^“"ftnteros^As Col. Momoh himself has 
against their forced exit. The infamous Obasa ^«„„und it is time that looohole was 
trial in 1985? Yes, it happened but only within 
a particular period and it was dealt with 
firmly. "Now, the nation has beamed its light  „„*

all-clear sign has been given, and, by Col. 350 "alra 
Momoh's reckoning, life should go on.

The NYSC boss is right about the scheme 
having come to stay. All but few vocal Nigeri­
ans, who Col. Momoh wants ignored, have 
come to accept the wisdom of a programme 
aimed at getting younger Nigerians to know 
their country better and promote national 
unity. Where he and the rest of us part ways is 
his insistence that the scheme "is going on the 

nation's universities and polytechnics still 
churn t’------- ’ ' * ................
scheme 
them to 
iously kept. The 
ever, will only stretch this far.

. rec­
to rate but also indicate employers they want 
to work for.

Come to think of it, maybe we shouldn't 
come down too hard on Col. Momoh and his 
team. They too are handicapped by the very 
law - Decree No 24 of May 22,1973 - which set 
up their flagship. The law stipulates that no 
corps member should be assigned to his state 
of origin but goes on to permit such preferen­
tial posting under certain special conditions. It 
did not take the cleverer corpora long to 
discover this ambivalence and they have 
been exploiting it to the detriment of the na-

recognised, it is time that loophole was 
blocked.

Then something needs be done about the 
welfare of corpora. A starting-point was made 

_ -----...:,U .u- -------j (q

350 Naira. The annual awards for distin­
guished service would have been as com­
mendable if they went to corpcrs who really 
merited them. Alas! Col. Momoh talked about 
building lodges. If this eventually material­
ises one problem thatso far has seemed intrac­
table would have been removed.

A word for the director's upcoming inno­
vation: a carper's forum and 'grassrooting' of 
the scheme. The forum is meant to give corp 

way it was designed to work". To be sure, the members ™

thousands of graduates that feed the

'needy7 employers has been relig- 
* ‘ ”” - convergence of views, how-
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TTV) ecently, the president. General
Ibrahim Babangida revealed at the 
convocation ceremony of the Univer­

sity of Agriculture, Makurdi that a decree 
would formalise the transfer of the country's 
two universities of agriculture for funding 
and programming purposes. The move was promoted tooas*,,,---^ 
hailed by agriculturalists as the crucial ration- do the same for this 
alisation required to harmonise the functions 
of the universities with the needs of its sector 
— client, the :  
Under the inherited institutional 
ments, agriculture, the mainstay of the econ- serve that trans—- - 
omy before the oil boom era, gathered the ministry may set "isnes may " nS if tne 
moss of neglect reflected in poor funding for where other discip y^j,at ',ap',Ctrv's uni- 
agricultural research and extension. Indeed, preferential treattne • lhc coUn 
agriculture was treated with the theoretical various law faculties wans(er to the' art­
approach, thereby producing bureaucratic versities agitate tor frotn the te,it 
agricultural officers. The existence of a wide Ministry of Justice- A^ion wi" p -needy 
eao between practical needs of Nigerian agri- mentilisation such ~ntTibution qj1OUS 

what obtains

nd tih'c'y
|| far 

costs 40 Naira, up from 20 Naira. This still However, ’’
means that the Federal Government will distributionlies to .^gin -ol, of ‘ 
heavily subsidise the commodity, whose fac- be desired. res• , diva k raark ’
tory price is 128 Naira per bag. State govern- below derna' atld i otbe ^shU7 0 r,
ments will also continue to shoulder the acute shortt® ditsre^HalPr'CC.het’lack^ ,st 
entirecostof transporting it from factoriesand commodity a theoff'° ld onrities m 
seaports to their states; Katsina State, for in- Lastyear,w ^lizer: A°tn rtoehSu
stance, spent 40 million Naira last year to Naira to 5° ^s t  ̂bouS''t n
do this. Local governments willalsobear ketfor45N ^mea5 t a8a'?uinfi'eSS'\t 
the entire cost of transporting the commod- take all necssa^jity >s A3?1* overntI'cn 
itv from state capitals to their areas. This that the co bitive r3 „blcvcl 8 
means that, despite the 100% price hike, resold at pr°? flhe h'b ----
fertilizer is still more than 90% subsidised defeat the sp
by the three levels of government. subsidies. ——

Enhancing agncutture
technical

transfer of the ^Vsistent W>*onion has 
Federal Ministrywhere u shoUld 
tains in several Sufficiency " . h rCquire 
Promot^°tlisconnnyo|than 'at any 
do the same for®* more

.... food security at this frOm
ies with the needs of its sector other. benef'ts e p ick to ob-
agricultural establishment. Despite the im sceptics ar .Jiffies t° a 

merited institutional arrange- the rationalisation, the u'" precedent 
ure, the mainstay of the econ- serve that trans unhea't y jc01and 

>my before the oil boom era, gathered the ministry niay^^.^ may a„nens if the

agricultural research and extension. Ind”eed, preferential treatment. - — 
agriculture was treated with the theoretical various law faculties in all ■ 
approach, thereby producing bureaucratic versities agitate for a trans 
agricultural officers. The existence of a wide Ministry of Justice? Apart 
gap between practical needs of Nigerian agri- mentilisation such a decisioni
culture and the training and agricultural edu- certainly will make no conlr' , 
cation programmes resulted in declining food dispensation of Justice. Th>
production. comparison and a far cry fro
To correct the decades of neglect, agricultural worldwide. ,ndcd fears that
institutes and river basins were established, Yet critics have their well lou ngulate the 
paving the way for the emergence of the spe- civil service lethargy may we _,houid not be 
cialist agricultural universities. The transfer most virile of institutions. 1 hi agric-
of the latter to the Federal Ministry of Agricul- allowed to happen. The expe inistry ’ 
ture is to ensure that they design outreach ulturalists is to find solace ‘" te fiscal and 
programmes, articulate and execute research will develop the culture ot adeq mcr in the 
that will address the relevant needs of the logistic support for its greates. p We
national food and fibre system. Under the new drive for food security tor ftheseexpec- 
system, the Ministry of Agriculture will bene- believe that only the fulfilmen . t era of 
fit from the strong linkages with its prime spe- tations will usher in Jnr cxport. I----------- 1
cialist institution and also tap consultancy and abundant food for all and a p------ — -----
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trying to impress on politicians at 
the Centre for Democratic Studies, 
party political work is certainly 
more crucial for entrenching the 
democratic ethos in society.

I agree with those of you who 
think the job of presiding over this 
country is too important to restrict 
the choice of the electorate by any 
crude elimination formula. Democ­
racy is about acceptance first and all 
else second. And in offering some­
one for the elective leadership of the 
nation, or state for that matter, a sen­
sible party would know that it re­
stricts itself in its own choice at the 
risk of losing to its rival party(s). 
Even then, I think as someone who is 
a beneficiary of the zoning formula, 
whether there was a formal agree­
ment on it or not, you stand dis­
qualified to contest for the party's 
presidential ticket d uring the transi­
tional period. Others from your geo­
polity may contest but you should 
not because you are an honourable 
man.

Sir, you are on record as having 
said you have enough work mind­
ing the party. You have, however, 
refused to make a categorical state­
ment as to the possibility that 
somewhere along the line you 
would say that you have done 
enough party work and seek its 
presidential ticket. For the sake of 
peace and harmony in your party, 
you should declare today that you 
have no interest in that ticket what­
soever, at least not before 1996.

their own sectional abjectives. Con­
test for power is of course as much 
about taking advantage as anything 
else. Yet there must be a limit on this, 
otherwise the contestants would 
end up reaping chaos rather than 
power.

Sir, it is partly because of this need 
for contestants to recognise a limit to 
the taking of advantage that I think 
you should not run for the presiden­
tial ticket of your party. They say all 
is fair in war and politics is war 
minus the guns. But then even in 
wars there are conventions, or 
morality if you will.

Personally I do not think that in 
the contest for office we should 
throw morality to the dogs. This 
was one reason why I wrote the 
other day against Chief Olu Falae's 
presidential candidature. He, it was, 
who signed the circular which gave 
public servants a deadline to resign 
if they wished to participate in the 
transition politics.

This was so soon after your as­
signment as the secretary of the 
Constituent Assembly . You re­
signed honourably and joined the 
Patriotic Front. By staying back, I 
thought Chief Falae forefeited the 
moral right to participate in the tran­
sition politics.

This moral issue applies in your 
case as the chairman of the SDP. I 
know that the parallel with Falae 
can be over-drawn. The fact re­
mains, however, that as party chair­
man theoretically at least you have

—— rrr
■

an undue advantage over others.
The moral issue apart, there is a 

second reason why you should stick 
to your job as chairman of your 
party. This is simply because the job 
of building a party is of primary 
importance for building a democ­
racy. Party chairmanship may not 
enjoy the power and privilege of 
presiding over the nation, but as 
Professor Omo Omoruyi has been

MOHAMMED HARUNA-
one to that effect. This was why no 
one from that part of the country 
contested for any of the major party 
posts.

It may be argued that this was a 
unilateral understanding by the 
West. If this is true, then the other 
geo-political factions of the party 
must accept the charge that they 
engaged in a cynical manipulation 
of the understanding to further

Letter to Babagqna Kingibe
TTTxcrmit me to go straight to the 
■-^subject of this letter to you, 

d-L namely the widespread 
speculations that you are gunning 
for the presidential ticket of the 
Social Democratic Party of which 
you are the chairman. As you know 
very well this development has 
since threatened to tear your party 
apart. Before the development, the 
assumptions have been that your 
party's presidential ticket has been 
reserved for the South or more spe­
cifically the South-West.

Sir, you have since come out to 
debunk this assumption. The ticket, 
you have said repeatedly, is open to 
all who are interested because there 
has never been any formal agree­
ment reserving the ticket for any 
part of the country. In this you have 
been amply supported by your 
party's general secretary, Dr. Alexis 
Anielo and publicity secretary, Dr. 
David lornem. Not only that, you 
have also been backed by the East­
ern and Middle-Belt caucuses.

Naturally the Western caucus is 
unhappy with this development 
which it sees as backsliding on the 
part of the party secretariat. If you 
ask me, I would say they have a 
point. There may not have been any 
formal agreement at the first annual 
convention of your party in Abuja 
last year to reserve the presidential 
ticket for the West, but if we are 
honest with ourselves, we would 
admit that there was not just a tacit 
understanding but a crystal clear

Citizen, March 25, 1991



and

LlMlTEP

,itt ^°vc

■a^votedt0 I

politics, economics, the environ^e*
the other to people, culture and s pH
• The News Yes, but we shall als

that 'A'11

Citiz
All pou want in a news**1

I • Actually two magazines in
1 V—^vMuunncs,mtj^llv“” , ncia! 

the other to people, culture and s
I saV

v 1 on all the major issues of the day

I • Inspired, solid, quality writing,
j you as it is intended to.

v „ bubbling
I e Two centres of operation,

1 secretive Kaduna.
I On the streets every Monday

published by CITIZEN
j G11 uNGW ^quNA .

P.M.B. 2334, KAy Boad
I 10A Acme Rd, o
I Agidingbi, Lagos-



11

tional period. Others from your geo-
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should 
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why I wrote the
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sition politics.
This moral issue applies in your 

case as the chairman of the SDP. I 
know that the parallel with Falae 
can be over-drawn. The fact re­
mains, however, that as party chair­
man theoretically at least you have

not because you are an honourable 
man.

Sir, you are on record as having 
said you have enough work mind­
ing the party. You have, however, 
refused to make a categorical state­
ment as to the possibility that 
somewhere along the line you 
would say that you have done 
enough party work and seek its 
presidential ticket. For the sake of 
peace and harmony in your party, 
you should declare today that you 
have no interest in that ticket what­
soever, at least not before 1996.

an undue advantage over others.
The moral issue apart, there is a 

second reason why you should stick 
to your job as chairman of your 
party. This is simply because the job 
of building a party is of primary 
importance for building a democ­
racy. Party chairmanship may not 
enjoy the power and privilege of 
presiding over the nation, but as 
Professor Qmo Omoruyi has been

public servants a deadline to resign 
if they wished to j 
transition politics.

This was so soon after your as- 
signment as the secretary of the 
Constituent Assembly . You re­
signed honourably and joined the 
Patriotic Front. By staying back, I 
thought Chief Falae forefeited the

trying to impress on politicians at 
the Centre for Democratic Studies, 
party political work is certainly 
more crucial for entrenching the 
democratic ethos in society.

I agree with those of you who 
think the job of presiding over this I 
country is too important to restrict 
the choice of the electorate by any 
crude elimination formula. Democ­
racy is about acceptance firstand all 
else second. And in offering some­
one for the elective leadership of the 
na tion, or sta te for t ha t ma tter, a sen - 
sible party would know that it re­
stricts itself in its own choice at the 
risk of losing to its rival party(s). 
Even then, I think as someone who is 
a beneficiary of the zoning formula, 
whether there was a formal agree­
ment on it or not, you stand dis- 

presidential candidature. He, it was, qualified to contest for the party's 
whosigned the circular which gave presidential ticketduringthetransi- 

. _j—rncitrq tional period. Others from your geo­
participate in the polity may contest but you should

PS^mof^° ^ight to the 
,nantoly 1 lcttcr to you 

K:Kons‘ha‘yoU:idcsp-ad' 
° .‘he presidentki re gunning 
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apart. Before the y°ur PartY 
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eificallytheSouth.Wesrm0rcsP^

Slr, you have sin 
debunk this assumJ? come out to 
you have said rPn phon-ticket, 
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never been anwtmT^ 
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contested thjS was a
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end up reaping

is fair in war fhen evcn in 
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wars there are
morality 1 X°u ‘ot think that in 

Personally 1 ° offjce we .
---- '•‘'•■srea because there the conlest,.° to the dogs, has never been any formal agree- throw morality j wrr 

ment reserving the ticket for any was one reason ; Falae-S 
part of the country. In this you have other day against Ho .. 
been amply supported by your [ 
part/s general secretary, Dr. Alexis i 
Anielo and publicity secretary, Dr. 
David lornem. Not only that, you 
have also been backed by the East­
ern and Middle-Belt caucuses.

Naturally the Western caucus is 
unhappy with this development 
which it sees as backsliding on the 
part of the party secretariat. If you _______
ask me, I would say they have a u.ougm a^nthc"tran-
point. There may not have been any moral right to p P
formal agreement at the first annual 
convention of your party in Abuja 
last year to reserve the presidential 
ticket for the West, but if we are 
honest with ourselves, we would 
admit that there was not just a tacit 
understanding but a crystal clear
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day to see an influential govern­
ment official, indeed a member of 
the Armed Forces Ruling Council, 
AFRC, the nations's topmost deci­
sion-making organ. "I told him (the 
AFRC member) I wanted the NYSC

I-

Th© ©ha©©T

Gowon: initiated the Scheme in 1973 Col. Ali: its first director

financial strangulation) did the trick 
and exacted a pledge from the 
AFRC member to see "Mr President 
about if'. He must have been as 
good as his word, for the scheme 
now gets "steady funding", accord­

scrapped." ’Ehl’ the policy maker 
shouted. 'Do you want the nation to 
boil?'Then I said, "if you don't want 
it to die, you have to do something to 
keep it alive."

The paradox in asking for the 
death of the scheme to save it (from

--a/?

top aide to Colonel 
Hafiz B. Momoh, new 
national director of the 
National Youth Corps 

Scheme, NYSC, told Citizen recently 
in Abuja how anxiety about the sur­
vival of the scheme drove him one

ing to Mr Absiryu Wajilda Birdling, 
director of the NYSC in the Federal 
Capital Territory, Abuja.

So, survived it has for 18 years 
now. But how much of its original 
face has remained? Created by De­
cree No. 24 of May 22, 1973, the

For 18 years the NYSC authorities have been presiding 
over gradual erosion of their power.

NYSC sets out to: "Inculcate disci­
pline in Nigerian youths by instill­
ing in them a tradition of industry at 
work, and of patriotic and loyal 
service to the nation in any situation 
they find themselves; raise their

Citizen, March 25, 1991



by ensuring that "as far as possible

■

Charles

By Mahmud Jega

This, afterall, was the Tactical 
Headquarters of the Biafran 
People's Army.

There was that first food I ever 
cooked. My younger sister Fatima 
wrote 2 pages of detailed instruc­
tions on how to prepare stew, and 
I followed it with the authority of 
the Qur'an. She wrote: "Wash the 
meat. Boil it for 5 minutes with 
onions and salt until it is no longer 
red. Remove the meat. Fry to- 
mapep until it is dark red. Return 
the meat..... "What she left unsaid, 
I did not do. She did not say, 
"preserve the water of the boiled 
meat.... ", so I poured it away.
Nor did she say how much to- 
mapep I should use. I used two 
tiny tins, and was surprised at the

Citizen, March 25, 1991

Echeanyanwu, chief inspector in the 
FCT secretariat, told Citizen that it 
tried to resist corps members who 
exploited "long legs" to bend the 
rules on posting, but it did not al­
ways succeed. "Sometimes the pres­
sure gets too much and we have to 
yield", he admitted.

Mr Echeanyanwu suspects that 
the average Nigerian is not well 
educated about his country. What 
he calls fear of the unknown is still

Eighfi years ag©
KI I >| he service year—oh, dear. end that the "stew" contained al-

] There were the motor ac- most no dage- dage.
-kk cidents. On my way to There was my principal, Miss P.C. 

Okeke, who agonised over what 
subject I could teach. My posting 
letter said I had a B.Sc in Zoology, 
and she didn't seem to know what 
that was. "So what can you teach?" 
"I can teach biology". She was de­
lighted. "So you can teach biology! 
Very good. I have no biology teach­
ers!"

There were the students of Nnobi 
Girls, 1500 of them. With most of the 
village's able bodied population 
gone off to the cities of Nnewi, 
Onitsha and Enugu and far be- 
, ’, our students literally

COVER STORY_________
moral tone by giving them the op­
portunity to leam about higher ide­
als of national achievement and 
social and cultural improvement; 
develop in them attitudes of mind, 
acquired through shared experi­
ence and suitable training, which 
will make them more amenable to 
mobilisation in the national interest; 
develop common ties among them 
and promote national unity..."

The founding fathers intended to 
achieve those objectives, particu-

tumed to the school after my 
second motor accident, I got a re­
ception that made 
Lindbergh envious.

There were the NYSC officials. 
The principal inspector at the 
Enugu secretariat, Mrs. Omesuh, 
was so tough we all called her the 
"Iron Lad/'. After I returned from 
3 months in hospital, she said I 
should "show cause" why I 
should not be disciplined for un­
dertaking "an unauthorised trip".

The economy collapsed in April 
1983, midway into our service 
year, and our 200 Naira allow­
ances became less than half of that 
in worth.

There was also Maria. I offered 
to put aside all factors that divide 
Nigerians so we could marry. But 
no, she said. Roman Catholicism, 
she explained, was far away from 
Islam. "Where do we even go to 
marry?"

____________ 13 
by ensuring that "as far as possible arm-twisting to secure preferential 
youths are assigned to states other posting is not uncommon. Mr. M. I 
than their states of origin", and 
"each group assigned to work to­
gether is as representative of the 
country as possible".

ection 9 (1) of the decree em- 
\\ powers the NYSC directorate 
k-}' to determine where to deploy 
a corps member to. But over the 
years, it has presided over gradual 
erosion of this power. Corps mem- 

t . 4 bers brazenly reject deployment to
larly promotion of national unity, states other than theirs. Recourse to

| he service year—oh, dear. 
There were the motor ac­

cidents. On my way to 
camp on 21st August, 1982 our 
Emenike luxury bus dived off a 
bridge at Gwagwalada and landed 
in a lake. I spent a week in hospital 
tending to my injured ribs. The 
second accident, four months later 
wasatZaria. Our Kombi bus som­
ersaulted and I suffered 2 frac­
tures, deep cuts, a concussion and 
a road- safety paranoia-for life.

There was the NYSC camp at 
Awgu, perching precariously on a 
steep hillslide. Even the beds ar­
ranged in dormitory are sharply 
tilted on the slope, as was the toilet, yond, 
the dining hall, and all the paths, managed the village. They ran the 

farms, shops and market stalls. I 
was the only corper-that year at 
Nnobi Girls, and was therefore very 
popular (old corpers will know 
what I mean). Everywhere I went 
in the village, I got things for free, 
or at subsidised rates. When I re-

-......-
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ation. Cases of rejection of corpers 
by employers, which in the early 
days of the scheme, were fe w and far 
between, have settled into a definite 
pattern. Chief inspector Echean- 
yanwu in Abuja estimated that 
about 30% of the first batch of 700 
corps members sent to the FCT this 
1990/91 service year "came back to 
us after the orientation". In other 
words, about 210 corpers were 
turned back by employers the secre­
tariat had sent them to. He attrib­
uted this high rejection rate to the 
"peculiar accommodation diffj. 
culty" in the FCT and the wrong 
impression many corps members 
have of the territory. To them, the 

took over as national director in the FCTis synonymous with Abuja and 
new year told Citizen that "the per- r?=rt''
centage of corps members who in­
fluence their - • •• -•

PalPable anH
>nOt deL^ Prices

^'of Xre ^""Sme
to- ^id'the*1’^ Wa"t to f‘uen®their posting is so small that make up the capital city proper. 

achievUSe a11 avail m insP«tor n®8hgible". The few who did, he Such corpers therefore will tend to
Prohl thataim. Bur 7®. means to' , • bad "ver'f genuine reasons", protest against posting to outlying
Piov„!<? *S “arried „,'fthey fail, the J"81"® from marriage to ill-health. "development areas" like 

TZ ■ Ver to the em- i ?ade rePeated reference to "the Gwagwalada and Kuje.
com'5 is ho'v the tri 1 . , k"; which allows for prefer- The rejection syndrome, as it has
DoSS W^° ftas failnj. ls P'ayed: a ... “ p°sting under certain circum- come to be known, is a growing
his a °a choice ste? a bid to get t,?0®8' N° doubt, he was referring tentacle that is fast reaching other
tanthT^nt bm '^"accept ??PC,'On. 15 °f Decree No. 24. parts of the country. Nduka
.k_ty:Itisnotrh„_ . °n,y relur- „ _ "1®*”-n speaks of only exemp- Uduafor, 23, University of Nigeria

’ ' ' . ' ' .>re-
rejected in two places 

of primary assignment. His would- 
have-been employers turned him 
away because they could not pro­
vide him with suitable accommoda­
tion and he had to seek redeploy­
ment to another state. A Citizen in­
vestigation revealed over 100 other

iat at Opebi. Retired Major Adedeji 
Oguniyi, a chief inspector in the 

. ---- .o ... secretariat blamed corps members
ngs and faking lies in order themselves for most of the cases of 
re orc.-i .. -_ rejection. They lobbied employers

to give them rejection letters, he 
said, "so that they can seek re­
posting to more lucrative establish­
ments like financial houses". He 
also said that many corps members 
did not like posting to rural areas.

Kano State director of the NYSC 
Mr. Olusegun Famuse, however 
told Citizen that all the 1,532 corps 
members serving in the state had no 
difficulty with their posting al-

Cltlzen, March 25, 1991

section 15 of Decree No. 24.
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making a detour of an adverse situ-



Second Director, Omojokun

tive capacities", corps members 
preferring urban areas to the rural, 
lack of accommodation and many

of an unfavourable economic envi­
ronment. But he was faulted on that 
last point by his boss, who believed 
that "die economy as it is today is by 

the "long legs" of far richer than it was many years ago 
... The economy as it is today can 
absorb the number of graduates that 
are coming out of the universi­
ties...".

It is one thing to force corps 
members on state governments but 
quite entirely another to cater ade­
quately for them. For instance, state 
government and private companies 

-------- ~ are required to 
provide "suitable accommodation" 
for them, but as the national direc­
tor has been the first to point out, 
"this does not happen the way it is 
meant to". And true to type, corps

Obasa: a former director under 
whose care NYSC got raped

Citizen, March 25, 1991

pers serve where ever they want 
with the help of NYSC officials". An 
ex-corper who served in Borno state 
in 1987/88 also held the NYSC di­
rectorate responsible for rejection of 
corps members by employers. He 
said the directorate had a major 
problem of updating the list of em­
ployers. Col Momoh, though not 
clearly admitting that it is a major 
problem, said that certain "employ­
ers are not immediately apparent to ates, which strains states' "absorp- 
the NYSC authority".

This administrative lapse has 
worked well for corps members 
who, having failed to get posted to companies shutting down because 
their home states, now see a chance 
of working their deployment to 
employers who speak their lan­
guages and like their names and 
faces. They use t’ 
ethnicity to obtain letters from such 
employers which they take to their 
state secretariats, which are only too 
willing to rubber-stamp them. More 
often than not, these will be the same 
employers who might have told the 
NYSC authority that they did not 
need the service of corps members.

Director Momoh's remark that he 
did not see anything wrong in what which use corpers 
at once is a violation of the NYSC ' ’ " - ” 
decree will no doubt shock many 
Nigerians. "But you find that in 
most cases governments are the 
main users of corps members", he

COVER STORY
though 20 of them who were posted 
to the rural areas rejected the post­
ing. Despite the tendency of corps 
members to reject rural posting, 
about 500 are currently serving 
there.

This reflects the shift in the di­
rectorate's policy of de-emphasising 
urban posting. According to the 
new NYSC Director, Col. Hafiz 
Momoh the directorate shall in the 
next few years concentrate on pro­
moting federal government's rural 
development programme. This 
policy will require posting corps 
members to serve in rural areas 
especially in sectors such as health, 
education and provision of infra­
structure.

To alleviate the problem of ac-

 15 
argued. "And when government 
agencies are filled up we have to 
look for other agencies that are not 
immediately apparent. They may 
not occur immediately to the NYSC 
authority... In that case there is noth­
ing wrong for a corps member going 
to construction companies, where 
his engineering ability is needed 
and bringing back a letter saying 
that they are prepared to give him a 
job if NYSC will release him". More­
over, corpers who went out of their 
way to scout for jobs, he said, " are ivauy nau me numvei w.r—- , .

they required. He is idling at the helping us by drawing our eyes to a 
....— wider vista of opportunities .

FTTIo allow employers that much 
| leeway, apart from making 

JL the position of the NYSC offi- 
___u u _ cials insecure, an undeclared but 
by com'putersbut we5cnow°that cor- patent fear, "it gives him (the corper 

who is wanted) a feeling of indig­
nity", the director said. But he 
would not say why some employers 
rejected corpers because "they 
didn't tell us". What he knew he 
learnt from other people. His subor- 
dinate in Kaduna, Mr. V. N. 
Ezechukwu was more forthcoming 
with an answer. He said the reasons 
ranged from the increase in the 
annual turn-out of eligible gradu-

commodating the corps members, 
the Kano state government has allo­
cated 3 buildings to the Directorate 
for use as transit camps because 
housing the corps members has 
become an almost insurmountable 
problem for the Directorate and 

employers.
Uche Emeka, deployed to 

Kaduna State, is a victim of the rejec­
tion syndrome. He was posted to a 
state school where he was told by 
the authorities there that they al­
ready had the number of corpers

NYSC secretariat. Emeka thinks 
"the problems of the scheme begin 
and end at the national headquar­
ters and the state secretariats. The 
director told us that posting is done
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Cases of rejection among the tant director in dirc£_JX--'' 
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vantage of the scheme. Every state has 
a certain number of corps members we 
post to them. We divide them accord­
ing to the number produced that year. 
If the absorptive capacity of a state is 
unable to stand the number posted to 
it, members can help us by identifying 
areas where they could get emj’ 
ment. I don't see any thing wrong with 
that.
CT: Even cases where potential em­
ployers give names of corps members 
they want?

CT: How come that some corps mem­
bers are able to influence posting 
back to their states of origin? 
Momoh: The percentage is negli­
gible. Some members have genuine 
reasons. . For instance one girl got 
married before she did her degree. 
You should not stop her from joining 
her husband. Some too, unfortu­
nately, have sicknesses that to take 

away from where they had 
receiving treatment would be 

unfair. Conditions where you ex­
empt some exist, so you can't rule out 
the fact of some cashing in on them 
and lying to get preferential post- 
ing.
CT: What percentage do you con­
sider negligible?
Mnmnk' I'll “

16 ________________________ _

members who can no longer put up 
with the privations they have been 
put through are kicking up a lot of 
dust of protest.

Do 
you know how many ban*e> firms 
have sprung up in the last one or two 
years? Do you knowhow many devel- 

< - r- w state govern­
ments have been able to undertake? 
Did you listen to the last budget? 
There is the ability to grow — whether 
opportunities are evenly spread in the 
socialist sense of it is another 
matter.The economy can absorb the 

new number of graduates.

* . • where
lishments later ask yoU 
by name. . reas°n?
CT: What could be th , tbc gc 
Momoh: In Kaduna s reje^** 
nor strongly con<iernI^anisationS 
members and those °rb men’-- _ 
ask for the deployment org*n*s*' 
name. It is a bad thingy ^bcis 
tion should ask for SPC 
or reject them. 
CT. nte turn-out of U'" 
ates increases by l‘"\- 

_ „ ----- - * unweae. mere is this national economyMomoh: I'll take 5 percent. It's one don of a university — you cannot say position to absorb such > 
percent or less. he is not an influential member of Does that scenario p0'
CT: So you are prepared to tolerate society — whose son did not want to towards redundancy um 
this one percent of members who go to where he was posted to. Hp question
bend the rules?
Momoh: It's not a question of toler­
ating. The law is clear on this. A 
graduate called up to serve should 
be sent to a state other than his own 
state, except in certain cases, which 
are also listed in the law.

________ 

We are on course” - coi.
fcW cotpcx5'' CT: Perhaps the time has come to have Momoh: There are ion o» a 

a second look at the decree, particu- There are cases of re J do** to a
larly that section that provides for we don't like it at ' c°r^cy are 
exemption which you said some mem- situation where ar^ cStab-
bers are cashing in on. particular establis ^crCthc crnber^
Momoh: Yes. Some people would like rejected, especially for 111 
to "hide under the cover of this exemp- ‘ *=
tion, even parents, in order to get their 
children posted to places of their 
choice. But as much as possible we 
stop postings to areas we do not sanc­
tion.
CT: Your so-called negligible few who 
reject posting are children of people 
who are very influential in society. 
Don't you think so?
Momoh: That is a sweeping state­
ment, but to some extent you are right. 
That much 1'11 concede. There is this

^over- 
tion 

uw..5that 
.'mbersby

’ccific nic:-

-,ersity^a‘ 
the VcaT 
today >s „ 

labignU’ 
jrtend a

among c~ »
he ^dheCp71ehpsyaXS^tMng 6 nt “°m°h:

™.post him 10 whcrev“
°Pmen‘ P?r°8ramm“

tersfTom would-be employers and a 
state secretariat handicapped one 
way or another, simply rubber­
stamps the letters and allows them to 
go. Does this worry you at alP 
Momoh: It doesn't worry us at all y us at an new iiuuiizv. v. o----- -—
oeca use rtdoesn ‘happen to the disad- CT: So far you havegiven the impres­

sion that it has all been easy going 
since 1973. Don't you have any prob­
lem with implementation of the 
scheme at all?
Momoh: There is no human system 
that is completely alright. We have 

-z -o problems here and there, but defi- 
iploy- nitely we are not suffering. We are on 
- **"‘h course. The NYSC is going on the way 

it was designed to work. What prob­
lems people have talked about are 
exaggerations. Our main problem is 
accommodation for staff. The scheme



eggs. Everything is highly monitored.

you want to say that that affects mo- 
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governments not to reject any cor- 
per. Schools got a similar order, but 
if any school has any difficulty plac­
ing a corper it was asked to send him

requires members not to serve in their 
own states. Wealsowant our staff not 
to serve in their states. They must have 
good accommodation. This is the 
single most important problem in the 
NYSC. State governments and firms, 
by law, are required to give accommo­
dation to the members, this is not 
happening.
CT: You dismissed my question about 
waning corper enthusiasm. But it 
does exist. You'll recall that ata time 
there was a problem with some NYSC

17
TTF) ut what about the private sec- 
|rC tor, which the state govern-- 
JU? ment cannot bully? "We don't 
have problems with the private sec­
tor", replied Mr Akinigbabe, "be­
cause, first, they request for corps 
members and then we send these to 
them. More often than not they 
accept them". In any case, this sector 
absorbs just 25% of corps members 
sent to the state. The rest are taken 
on by the state government. "All 
medical doctors are to be sent only 
to government", Mr Akinigbabe 
said.

The infamous 1985 trials of Colo­
nel Peter Obasa, then director and 
Mr Folorunsho Kila, one of his assis­
tants, on corruption charges did the 
greatest harm to corper morale. The 
two officers between themselves 
and others raked up a loot of up to 
20 million Naira, with which they 
bought landed property both at 
home and abroad. Such brazen­
faced corruption among officials 
took a heavy toll on corpers' enthu­
siasm, which the NYSC authority 
has been at pains to restore but is 
hardly succeeding. While officials 
had been busy helping themselves 
to a brimful NYSC treasury, supply 
of uniform, service kits and even 
camp food suffered.

Col. Momoh, the new national di­
rector did not think the corruption 
trials affected the morale of corps 
members. He believed prompt han­
dling of the case went a long way to 
restore corps members' love for the 
programme. "Ok, there was a scan­
dal one year and the law took its 
course", he said. "Since then the na­
tion has beamed its light on the or­
ganisation very closely. Everything 
is highly monitored". The NYSC, he 
said, is not only "on course," "it has 
come to stay". The director warned 
that people would revolt if the 
scheme were abolished.

The question Citizen asked about 
waning corper enthusiasm in the 
face of brazen official corruption 
brought out the temperamental side 
of this fine, energetic soldier, who all 
through the best part of the inter­
view tried to keep the lid down on

created that there were others whom 
the law was not able to bring out.
Momoh: But that would be a very 
wrong impression based
rance. That's an indictment of the agents of development, we have the 
police. In the case of the NYSC cer- manpower to give the local govem- 
tainly investigation was not left in the ments.
hands of the police. I don't know why CT: How many zones?
you do not have confidence in your Momoh: In each state there will be 
country. I think you as the press four zones, headed by resident in­
should fire the patriotism of Nigeri- spectors. Each zone will comprise 3- 
ans. All the questions you have asked 5 local government councils, and in 
me today are so negative. I'm not very each local government there will be a 
happy about them. There are bad eggs resident liaison officer. Under this 
in every society and-a society is even arrangement, inspection of corps 
lucky when it is able to nail those (bad) members on primaxy assignments
..Z.w C’’.' ’* becomes easier. It has started in

And it only happened within a pe- some states. Ondo is one. It will take 
riod and it was dealt with. Why would off nationwide maybe next year.

‘ " - ByTaweyZakka

or her to the ministry of educa ' 
which was expected to come 
with what to do with the corp 
member. 

rale, enthusiasm?
I assure that there is no waning e 

thusiasm. If you were to withdra 
the NYSC today I can assure you 
many people will revolt. It has 
come a way of life. It has been irn 
bued in the system of Nigeria.
CT: What is your vision of the 
NYSC?
Momoh: I would like to create a situ 
ation where members would '
pate more in the way the NYSC is 
run, where members can vent their 

officials, who were living in a very big feelings, where the academic knowl-
u----- they aajuired in the universi­

ties can behamessed, and used in the 
running of the scheme. The way we 
are going to do this is to organise 
meetings in every zone. We want to 
divide the country into zones and 
each will be manned by a resident 

iperlatives, assumptions. The NYSC inspector, who will create occasional 
;  -------TUro ~— assemblies of the corps members.

Those will be sessions of problem 
solving. Problems of the NYSC and 
eventually those of the country. We 
want original ideas, thinking. We 
are going to document these. We 
want a situation where members do 
something... to make it a require­
ment for getting a discharge certifi­
cate.
We want to create offices in the local 

governments to assist them to

way, acquiring property here at home 
and abroad. At the other end you had 
corps members suffering in rural areas. 
Do you expect somebody's enthusiasm 
tobefiredby these contrasting lifesty­
les?
Momoh: Here you go into again 
sui
is a big organisation.There was a scan­
dal, but the law took its course. How 
many people were caught by the law 
after all the intensive investigations?
Tell me the number of NYSC officials 
that were involved?
CT: Sometimes it's not number that 
counts but the ugliness of the scandal 
itself.
Momoh: So if two people do some­
thing that is very bad then the whole 
village where they come from is bad? w 
CT: An impression would have been develop.TheNYSC must movein the

11^ othsr* TDhnm direction the government is moving.
Government is trying to place em­
phasis on the local government so 

. on igno- that rural areas can be opened up. As
That's an indictment of the ----- - •

police. In the case of the NYSC cer­
tainly investigation was not left in the
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from one person and say that is the 
opinion of everybody".
rip o Col. Momoh, "theNYSCis 

going on the way it was de- 
signed to work". If it has 

made any volte-face, it is its new

18:" I would certainly not want you 
to spread such comment, and I 
would like you to come armed with 
intelligent, academic things to ask 
me about the programmes of the 
NYSC, not things you assume, hear

Thirteen years ago
p ven if the National Youth 

I'M ServiceCorpshasnotserved
its purpose, it has at least 

taught me how to make "the great 
assembly". The great assembly 
was the great assembly; and your 
life depended on it.

When I reported at camp — in 
August 1978 I was very hungry. 
Not that I was looking for food. 
No, it was Ramadan, and after the 
1000km drive and a quarter mile 
trek with carpet bags on your 
shoulders, you couldn't pretend 
everything was okay. Your face 
would betray you. You were irri­
table — you tended to listen and 
hear with your stomach instead of 
your ears.

After you were shown to your 
room you were told of thedrill the 
following dawn. No problem, you 
would be up long before the drill 
— to take your Sahur. Now of 
course it is bath, buda-baki and 
sleep. They could come in any 
order but have them you must. 
The shower was quick, buda baki 
(breakfast) was quicker because ntr 
one made any provision for it. So 
how could you sleep without any­
thing in you? I still don't know 
how I managed it, but the sleep 
was sound enough. I missed my 
pre-dawn meal (sahur) for two 
reasons. Fust, there was no sahur. 
Second, I couldn"t wake up even if 
there was one. It was the bugle 
blast by the drill master that woke 
me up. Hunger started a romance 
with us immediately. It was a 
romance turned into marriage—a 
marriage made in heaven which 
none could cut asunder. If divorce 
was impossible, estrangement 
ought to be a good way out.
I never knew what women did in

kitchens. They stayed long in there, 
were burnt by fire, scalded by hot 
water, choked by smoke. The result 
of course was worthwhile — good 
food. But women did more than get 
inconvenienced. They prepared 
"the things of soup", kneaded the 
dough and performed some things 
in pots. It was only after we left the 
camp that it dawned on us that as far 
as we were concerned what hap­
pened in kitchens might as well 
have been some secret society ritu­
als.

Tijjani Ibrahim, Sule Mohammed, 
Mahmoud Ibrahim and I carefully 
surveyed what lay on the table. 
Meat was there alright, so was gei­
sha, salt, tomato and pepper sauce, 
packets of Unde Ben's rice,some oil, 
green leaves, onions and maggi 
cubes. The piles looked formidable 
but imagining how all these would 
combine to become edible, and 
hopefully nice, food was a more 
formidable riddle. Which came 
first, which last? The chicken or the 
egg? We didn't even know how we 
would begin the cooking. Was it in 
oil or in water or a mixture of both? 
Some of us even suggested that 
since stew always looked red, add­
ing palm oil was a crucial stage. 
Others said the redness was from 
tomato. The argument continued; 
we were making no progress.

We were delighted when we re­
membered that we hadn't said our 
Asr prayers. It was good to remem­
ber to do one's duty. It was even 
better when doing so gave you 
breathing space.

The mouth that you fashioned, O 
God, don't let it go hungry. We 
prayed in unison, instead of doing 
the usual salatin Annabi goma-goma. 
Teach us how to cook, O Lord. Each

of us also whispered a personal 
prayer. We broke up. Slowly and 
methodically we approached the 
kitchen. The intimidating piles 
were still on the table. We sur­
rounded it in the manner an army 
surrounded its enemy. The chicken 
or the egg? We again asked our­
selves. It is better to assume that 
they came together, Sule said. Yes 
Hurrah! God has heard and an­
swered our prayers. Together, of 
course, means all together — 
chicken, egg, cock, pen and feed. 
Funny, why didn't we think of it be­
fore? As we tried combining the 
separate piles into one big heap, our 
attention was attracted by 
Mahmoud's sudden shriek and 
dash for the stairs. We all followed. 
By the time we looked out of the 
balcony he had already scaled the 
three flight of stairs and was run­
ning toward the corner provision 
store. But what had we forgotten? 
We decided to wait for his return.
A minute later he came panting for 

breath with an object in his hand. A 
pot! So we all wanted to cook with­
out a pot Clearly this oversight was 
beyond comment. We silently fol­
lowed him into the kitchen.

"The pot should be two thirds full 
of water", Mahmoud said, trying to 
remember from the sermon given to 
himby his wife; and he proceeded to 
obey it. No, someone countered, she 
must have told you one third full. 
Otherwise where would all these in- 
gradients go? We all agreed with his 
objections. One third full of water 
now, the pot received meat, geisha, 
Uncle Ben's, sprinkle of oil, tomato 
sauce, maggi cubes, onions and 
leaves in that order. We closed the 
damn thing and put it on the stove. 
We looked at the watch. Good God,
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his temper, despite "your negative 
questions". Waning corper enthusi­
asm, he said, was imagined and he 
cautioned our man, who inter­
viewed him in his Abuja Sheraton 
Hotel suite in the night of February



.—Iflorin and dive into their bookshop
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your palate but this one in addition 
had no taste. Oh, the salt, we had

lucky to be posted to the private
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of corps members on primary as­
signments becomes easier", said the 
director. "He (the corps member) 
can easily reach an official who stays 
there with him".

A nother innovation Col. 
Z\\ Momoh wants to introduce 

-A .lx is a forum where corps 
members can talk shop, "where the 
academic knowledge they acquired 
in the universities can be harnessed 
and used in the running of the

Oja Oba, to our kitchen, to the din­
ing table, Aliu's marketing and culi- __ 
nary skills were unmatched. Iforgot tion, patriotism, sense of commu- 
the way to Mama lyabo and began nity service and humility. The 
putting on weight. — .

Yet despite Aliu's willingness to

the sun had already set an hour ago. 
It was night and lunch was still not 
ready.

Exactly 45 minutes later — well 
that's what Mahmoud's wife said — 
we were back in great expectations. 
Mahmoud burnt his fingers trying 
to take the pot off the stove but he 
tried not to show it He opened it. 
Surprisingly, it didn't look repul- make, any effort to integrate, 
sive. But it gave some indetermi----- ---  ’—b •-
nate smell — a cross between the 
stench of rotten fish, rice and fried 
onions. We would have hated it if 
we were not hungry.

i.__ |
Kure: Minister of Youths, Sports 

& Culture.
scheme". Corps members will be 
encouraged during the "occasional 
sessions" to attempt at finding solu­
tions to "problems of the NYSC and 
eventually problems of the coun­
try" by contributing "original ideas, 
original thinking", which will be 
documented. In other words, Col. 
Momoh in the near future will ex­
pect an original paper, a thesis, from 
each corps member as a require­
ment for getting a discharge certifi­
cate.

There is no doubt that Col. 
Momoh has brought along to the 
NYSC directorship tremendous en­
thusiasm and wide field of vision. 
Whether thatalone will be sufficient 
to turn the scheme round to becom­
ing once again the darling of the 
Nigerian youth is yet to be seen.

ByTaweyZakka with 
Bilkisu Yusuf, Mahmud Jega, 

Abu Momoh, Rabiu Barde

goals were noble enough. Labour 
,  became truly mobile because

put me through, the only thing I graduates went from Calabar to 
really leamt how to cook was tea. Sokoto, from Sokoto to Badagry. 
Oh I forgot, I could also make per- From Lagos, they went to Jibia, 

from Kano to Uyo and from 
Maiduguri To Borgu. This much
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rural focus. He said it was an agent determined to open up rural areas. 5 local government areas and will be 
of development and would want to "We have the manpower to gi ve the 

in filo rlnvnlrtnmonl r\( Inr’al Irval rr/wnrnmonfc,/ TTio wav in-

government areas. The NYSC must tended to go about this, he said, was
move in the same direction as the 
government, which he said was

corps liaison officer. Under this new 
  dispensation, expected to come on

four in each. A zone will comprise 3- stream in a yearis time, "inspection

sector—especially banks and non­
bank financial institutions — with 
much work load, 1 was posted to a 
parastatal. Very good people the 
colleagues I met there but I got not 
much work. They themselves were 
doing nothing and they gladly 
shared it with me. Concerning in­
tegration, I didn't see, and couldn't 

’ .The 
corpers who drank or went to par­
ties found companions soon 
enough. The corpers who didn't 
formed a large enough community 
in its own right and knowing one 

That's "the great assembly" ladies another kept us busy. If the scheme 
and gentlemen. We couldn't wait to set out to integrate corpers it suc- 
be served so, so we served our- ceeded very well. If it wanted to 
selves. The first spoon always burnt integrate them into the community 

V... might succeed in future.
Our allowance then was N180. 

forgotten to add that to the cooking. Immediately I received mine, I 
No problem, add it to the serving, would hire a taxi to University of 

The amalgam of the great assembly and kill about half the same day. I 
*' would either send away the re­

maining or finish it within a week. 
I was the worst financial manager

feet coffee. For the corper's food 
gathering was really the most pri-  
mary assignment. I failed woefully has been achieved and isn't it 
— hands up. enough? Patriotism, cultural inte-

To many of us the NYSC scheme gration, and community service.
was a big laugh. While some were Ahh, thats good theory.
lucky to be posted to the private By Adamu Adamu

quickly helped me to discover 
Mama lyabo's joint. It was a restau­
rant but you never rest: you were 
always battling with the meat. But and the NYSC just taught me how 
the stew tasted like stew, and the to be "worster". Therefore I would 
rice tasted like rice. I stayed with go and receive salary ad vance from 
Mama lyabo's restaurant until Aliu a non-corper friend — Karamba 
Mohammed joined us. Women Ibrahim of the Bank of the North,
have much to leam from Aliu. From The salary and its advance alter­

nated to the very end.
Labour mobility, cultural integra-

 headed by a resident inspector,
help in the development of local local governments". The way he in- Every local government will have a

— ™ __— nd- —. MVC/-’ —_ ..-L A It O 1 CZVP POT- T TnHor 1 S TIP W

to open zonal offices in the states,
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tor of Tofa Commercial Press. Not

behind the move to remove the cur-
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NIGERIA
| Gubernatorial race '911

associations they made minimal 
impact with the NRC, led by Muktar 
Maibiskit and in the SDP by Kamilu 
Maisikeli. Most analysts see tabo as 
a spent force but it exists and it is 
strong enough to trigger a crisis 
within the SDP when the incumbent 
_______ , • Lamido was 
stripped of his post by NBC and 
replaced by a tabo stalwart, Kamilu 
Maisikeli. In a controversial move, 
the NEC reinstated Lamido after

|%I from the NRC and SDP are 
dL\I making their rounds as 
gubernatorial aspirants in Kano 
State. Five are from the NRC and 
seven are from the SDP. The rifts 
within the ranks of both parties and 
the consequent realignment of po­
litical forces has added a complex 
dimension to the nomination proc­
ess that would have been decided 
more by the electoral college at the 
primaries than by influence of old 
time kingmakers.

To the politically naive, it is the 
electoral college that determines  who 
gets nominated but the more expe­
rienced politicians and the watchers 
of their games of power play know 
that the kingmakers' clout is even 
more important. Subsequently, all 
voters in the primaries identify with 
one interest group or faction either 
for monetary and other considera­
tion. These behind-the-scene ma­
noeuvres influence the 
tern, i _ . __ __ ii,c
to deny the power of money in win- Convention (LC). Although a i 
ning elections, contemporary expe- qualified politician his 
rience lends credence to the fact that 
moneybags are the power barons 
who call the shots. Kano's 
barons within the NRC are

Kano
Too many cooks
If numbers factor is all to rely on, the race to Kano 
Government House may be tough.

getting one of his political proteges 
nominated for the gubernatorial con­
test. Meanwhile the identity of this 
candidate is known only to Isyaku 
Tofa, and his close associates.
Like the NRCZ the SDP in Kano has 

three major power blocks. The de­
funct Peoples Front (PF) group has a 
retired Major General as its power 
broker. The defunct PSP group is 
--------1 linked to a former governor 

of Kano State in the second 
republic under the defunct - 
Peoples Redemption Party 
(PRP). Although he is a 
banned politician, so strong 
is the ex-governor's factor 
(referred to as "santsf) that 
all the members of the state 
executive council with ex­
ception of the deputy chair- 
man, Alhaji Kamilu 
Maisikeli are from thesantsi 
group. In addition, the 
santsi loyalists also have 
their grip on the local gov­
ernment executive councils. 
The third group comprise 
the remnants of the Malam 
Aminu Kano loyalists who 
were split between the de­
funct Liberal ConventionAbubakar: gunning for the Kano Government 

..... ” “•c-ovene ma- House 
vres influence the votingAlthough DolitiH ’ “onaire/ Tofa commands the loyalty and the PSP, (referred to as tabo).

___  c’ans are quick of members of the defunct Liberal With the dissolution of the political
----------- tKntr morin minimal

rent NRC chairman Alhaji Muktar 
Maibiskit to replace him with Al­
haji Halilu Yusuf (Malam Aminu 
Kano's younger brother).
The attempt failed with a Kano High 
Court's injunction reinstating the 

amne i chairman. Another power baron is
c__ Alhaji Bashir Usman Tofa, former

NPN financial secretary in the Sec­
ond Republic An upcoming mil-

> con­
stitute a vital part of the NRC power 
mosaic.

power A formidable power broker, albeit
. • urr xmKT Alhaji a rather late arrival on the political w

Aminu Wall an NPN gubernatorial scene is Alhaii Isyaku Umar Tofa, within the SDP when tl
contestant in the 1983 elections and millionaire publisher and proprie- chairman, Alhaji Sule
Chairman of Intersales West Africa tor of Tofa Commercial Press. Not nnst 1
Limited. The Wali group constitute known to have any political ambi- 
the elite corp of the defunct NNA tions, he has in the past few months 
which is believed to be the brain acquired enough clout that political
LchL-.d _ eanaiysts believe will translate into realising belatedly that it had no ju-
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ence in Kano two months ago, the

On their mark

sity, Zaria. He is a public relations 
consultant.

consul general in Hong Kong from 
1973-78. Bom in 1938, Abubakar is

NIGERIA
risdiction to remove him in the first 
place. However, the crisis did con­

test. He hails from Tattar- 
awa in Dawakin Tofa Local 
Government and he is a 
newbreed politician.
Alhaji Aminu Inuwa, a for­

mer Chief of Protocol and a 
newbreed politician is also Lamido: bright prospects

Republic. M.T. Waziri a successful 
architect and astute politician will 
be contesting elections for the first 
time. His maturity and deep under­
standing of the inner working of 
political parties is expected to stand 
him in good stead if he finally de­
cides to contest. Like M.T. Waziri, 
Yusuf Garba Ali, a former Manag­
ing Director of Total is a successful 
businessman. He was an active PRP 
member in the second republic

By Bilkisu Yusuf

Construction Company 
(WRECA) is a plus for any

Nigerian Tobacco Company, Zaria while the youngest among the con­
testants and also a newbreed politi­
cian is Alhaji Nasiru Muktar. A so­
ciology graduate of Ahmadu Bello 
University. Nasiru wasbom in 1956. 
He worked with NITEL before he 
was appointed Commissioner of 
Agriculture in 1986. He resigned to

a newbreed politician.
Alhaji Kabiru Gaya, an architect 

and also a newbreed politician is 
among those whose names are being 
whispered in NRC circles. So is 

Alhaji Ahmed Rufai hails from Alhaji Mahmud Abubakar, a former 
Kano City. An agricultural officer diplomat who served as Nigeria's 
and former general manager of the 
Hadejia-Jamaare River Basin Devel­
opment Authority (HJRBDA). Rufai from Kano City. He was the assis-

is a new breed politician. The con- tant general manager at the United 
troversy surrounding his tenure at Nigerian Textile Kaduna and also 
HJRBDA and his affiliation with the ’*r—** Tov«iac «
PF group may mar his prospects in 
the gubernatorial contest.
Another contestant is Alhaji Kabiru 

Rabiu, a newbreed politician and 
graduate of Ahmadu Bello Univer­
sity, Zaria. Rabiu hails from Kano 
City. Although Alhaji Magaji 
Abdullahi, the Kano State 
Commissioner for Water Re­
sources is still a public ser­
vant, there are strong specu­
lations that he may contest. 
An engineer by profession 

___ _ Magaji's eventful and fruit­
local governments. This probably ful tenure at the State Water 
explains why it has more gubema- Resources and Engineering

Magami who hails from Sumaila. A
nominated member of the 1988 Con- former commissioner of police told 

siderable havoc to the fragile unity stituent Assembly, he also has bright the press that the race to Kano state 
between the santsi and tabo groups, prospects. A staunch member of government house had began. He is

defunct PRP. He lost elections in I
1983 but joined the SDP and is now Alhaji Ibrahim Ahmed Babankowa 
the state chairman of the party. who hails from Ringim has made his 
Also in the race is Alhaji Musa Said intention public. At a press confer-
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NRC
1. Kabiru Gaya
2. Ibrahim Ahmed Babankowa
3. M.T. Waziri
4. Mahmud Abubakar
5. Yusuf Garba Ali
SDP
1. Musa Said Magami
2. Ahmed Rufai
3. Sule Lamido
4. Kabiru Rabiu
5. Aminu Inuwa
6. Magaji Abdullahi
7. Nasiru Muktar

prospects. A staunch member of government house had began. He is 
There were allegations that the PF PRP in the Second Republic, Mag- 
group engineered it to weaken the ami holds a B.Sc Social Science 
santsi group which has from its per- degree from Ahmadu Bello Univer- 
formance in the last local govern- TT- 1------ u1:——
ment elections, emerged even 
stronger.

tant general manager at the United

worked at the Kaduna Textiles as 
Managing Director. He contested 
the senatorial election under the 
defunct NPN in 1979 which he lost 
to late Sabo Bakin Zuwo then a PRP 
stalwart.

The two other contestants were 
former PRP members in the Second

f I I he SDP is the leading party 
j 1 in Kano State where it won 

elections in 33 out of the 46 
governments. This probably

torial contestants. From the list of 
seven aspirants, Sule Lamido the 
current state chairman has thebright- election he may wish to con­
est prospect. A santsi stalwart from ........................ “
his PRP days in the Second Repub­
lic, Lamido was bom in 1948 in 
Bamaina, Bimin Kudu. He attended 
Bimin Kuduprimary school,Barewa 
College and School of Technology 
both in Zaria. He worked with the t_____ _____
Nigerian Railway Corporation, the listed among the aspirants

and AC Christlieb in Lagos from 
where he retired in 1972 as a Market­
ing Manager, to establish his own 
business, Bamaina Holdings in 
Kano. He participated actively in 
politics of the Second Republic when 
he was elected into the House of 
Representatives in 1979 under the set up his own business in 1988.

From the NRC's contestants only
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n March 8, Mr. Kanmi Ishola 
I ■ Osobu accompanied by Bashir

Dalhatu walked into the of­
fices of Citizen, first to tell its reporters 
and editors about the Nigerian Bar As­
sociation's hosting of the African Bar 
Association conference; secondly, to________  9Try
demand "a right of reply" so the NBA I 

.1,. c«/4a jleadership could state its own side of 
the story of lawyers fighting over a 
contract which made a Citizen cover 
on March 4.
The two did touch on those matters 
but rather peripherally; interest was to 
gravitate to whether an independent 
judiciary is feasible under a military 
regime, whether it necessarily equates 
with justice and what has become of 
"our" radical lawyers or social reform­
ers. Mr. Osobu, the chairman of the 
NBA's public affairs committee and 
presidential advisory council did not 
hold back from showing contempt for

His vitriolic attacks

Fawehinmi

those people 
our profcssio.. .

His attack on the Babangida regime

Osobu because he did not see what 
wuamvoQ i* ---------------- -
government over Dele Giwa's death. 
He asked "did he know Dele Giwa 

he chose to make friends with govem- 
HlClivi i> jvu —-------------------- j

too close to government, you also take 
the burden of stepping on their 
mines", he said.
Since his imprisonment last year, 

Gani has not been heard much any 
longer. Mr. Osobu sees what has hap­
pened to Gani as inevitable. "He is 
burnt out because what he set out on

and probably he took on something.... 
which he didn't understand". Gani, he 
said, failed to do what his privileged 
position required of him: provide a 

\ ------------ "strategy that will take society to a
_____  __ a^P^jyS before mili- higher level". No, Gani did not do that

’ * *----- "in

conflict with society".
Bashir Dalhatu, always deferring to 

his boss on the presidential advisory 
council of NBA affairs of which he is

Osobu:ln Nigeria, prima facie, there 
is an independent judiciary. The 
Nigerian Bar Association contin­
ues to ask for an independent judi­
ciary. The integrity of our judges is 
such that we can say we have an in­
dependent judiciary. At least, trials 
are held in the open; then when 
there are crises of any dimension 
Nigerians ask for independent in­
quiries headed by judicial person­
nel, like Citizen asking for one in 
the Jennifer Madike matter. I be­
lieve that the hope of Africa is in 
Nigeria. Our standard in this coun­
try is very high, but that is not to 
say that it is the best. The legal pro­
fession is easily the oldest; we cele­
brated the 100th year 1985. Then 
our past and present leaders have 
all insisted that there must be jus­
tice, such that it is not easy for any­
one now to depart from history or 
the cause of justice. The militaiy 
happily recognises that the judici­
ary must exist and be given suc­
cour. President Babangida's re­
gime recognises the need for an in­
dependent judiciary. Now it is the 
combined effort, well I'd like to call 
it the dialectical struggle, of every 
one of us that will give greater feel­
ing to an independent judiciary.
Bashir: I think this is a situation 
where you have to make a distinc­
tion between social justice and in­
dependence of the judiciary. The 
latter is an ideal, but no society has 
attained it. Human beings have 

» their failures and where you have

Citizen, March 25, 1991

who want to terminate 
profession".

.1 rocrime
...o atiaviv vi. —-------o ~

the so-called radicals within the NBA. js unnecessary and mistaken, said Mr. 
His vitriolic attacks on Gani Osobu because he did not see what 
Fawehinmi, easily the representative business it was of Gani's to take on the 
of this school, surprised even himself. government over Dele Giwa's death. 
Towards the end, he attempted at pje asked "did he know Dele Giwa
mitigating the attack by pleading for whom he fears, courted trouble when
fairness to Gani. "Put him in the hot be chose to make friends with govem-
seat and ask him questions about what ment? If you take the benefit of being
happened." too c]osc to government, you also take
Mr. Osobu did not hide the fact of his hunfon of stepping on their
being an NBA "operative", and there­
fore, an establishment man. "I fight 
within the system", he said. Gani, on 
the other hand, "is not with the NBA".
He is "boss to himself, he chooses what 
to do and how to do it".

22______________________ ________________________________

"Gani is burnt out”
This is the verdict according to Kanmi Ishola Osobu, who 
also views Gani as an iconoclast. vice chairman, summed up the NBA's 

position on the radicals in just one 
succinct statement. A military regime 
presents the lawyer with two very 
clear choices — either you refuse to

The judiciary

Since his imprisonment last year,

longer. Mr. Osobu secs what has hap­
pened to Gani as inevitable. "He is 
burnt out because what he set out on 

Mr. Osobu's quarrel with Gani, who bis own to do was no longer possible 
he calls "a friend" is not so much be­
cause he is an iconoclast, defying es­
tablished NBA positions as for his 
double standard. First, Gani made 
himself "a friend of government"

tary tribunals during Buhari's regime aifjj be found himself, inevitably, "in 
in defiance of an NBA order. Secondly, 
he wanted decrees to be made part of 
"our" legal system, a position which 
Mr. Osobu said made Gani "a friend of
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> have been
settled in this country. We • Giwa? There are several 

facts about him which 
many people would not 
be too happy about. For 
example, he was very 
close to government. If 
you take the benefit of 
being too close to govern­
ment you also should take 
the burden of stepping on 
their mines.

______ ____________________ 23 
respecting the other and both "stay 
within their spheres of influence".

Osobu and Bashir are so impressed 
with the "high standard" of Nigeria's 
judiciaiy and its system of justice that 
they drop all modesty in proclaiming 
the country the "hope" of Africa. Any 
country whose citizens can sue its 
president and his wife, they argued, 
surely has freedom.

By Tawey Zakka with 
Mahmud Jega and 

Delia Nzekwu

tary by its nature did not "invest in 
having a judicial set-up". He singled 
out Togo and Benin republics as ex­
amples of military regimes which 
"believe that it's a waste of time to 
have lawyers or what they call justice". 
Nigeria with an "independent justice" 
is a fine example to hold up as a model 
for the rest of Africa, Bashir said. In 
Nigeria the judiciary has not been 
tampered with too much. There is a 
comfortable relationship" between the 
government and the judiciary, each

work with it or accept it with all its 
idiosyncrasies. The position of the 
NBA in this matter is that having ac­
cepted to work under a military gov­
ernment "and propagate (its) decrees 
in court..., we cannot turn back and say 
these things don't.... exist", he said.
1 | V) oth men understandably re- 

rs-x stricted themselves to the Nige- 
J IJx rian situation in attempting to 
answer the question of the feasibility 
of an independent judiciary under 
military regimes. Osobu said the mili-

fewer people involved 
then the judiciary is much 
more independent, but 
where you have a lot of 
weak human beings man­
ning strategic areas like 
the judiciary then they 
cannot be truly independ­
ent. I think that in Nigeria 
the judiciary has not been 
tampered with too much. 
Government and the judi­
ciary have a comfortable 
relationship, each respect­
ing the other and both 
accepting to stay within 
their separate spheres of 
influence.
Osobu; I see a possible 
balance.First, society itself 
must set basic parameters 
beyond which it cannot 
degenerate, its own 
constitutional position. In 
Nigeria we tried to do this 
in the constitutional pro­
vision for fundamental 
objectives and directive 
principles of state policy. 
Some things have been

. . 1 J - 4. V. ■ .----------- *------- IMF

have the courts, a legal 
profession, freedom of 
worship that are now re­
duced to constitutional 
provisions. My own feel­
ing is that the military 
should allow these things 
to go unabated, and of 
course, give it more fillip, 
because it is a source of

Citizen, March 25, 1991

In the case of Gani, it 
could be that what he set 
out on his own to do was 
no longer possible or 
probably he took on 
something the longevity 
of which hedid not under­
stand. Now, for a long 
time I've been fighting but 
I make sure I fight within 
the system. But many of 
these people you're talk­
ing about are working on 
their own. They are the 
boss to themselves, they 
chose the work and how 
they were going to do it. 
Bashir: Actually military 
regimes pose a problem to 
lawyers. Lawyers have a 
choice: either to say no, we 
don't believe in this and 
we shall not exist within 
this kind of environment 
or we accept it along with 
its idiosymcracies and its 
laws, which are undemo­
cratic anyway. What you 
do is to try to make it less 
undemocratic by con­
stantly reminding the 
men in power that in a 
normal circumstance 
things should not be like 
that.
Decongestion of prisons 
Osobu: This country must 
invest totally and abso­
lutely in the rule of law 
and justice. There must be 
many courts, staffed by ef­

ficient and effective per­
sonnel, modem recording 
gadgets for judges and a 
time limit to finish cases. 
The prison system must be 
reformed. People in prison 
are dying like chicken. In 
any country as big as Nige­
ria today there is bound to 
be, let's say, 10% of evil 
people among 90% of good 
people. So the country has 
to provide for 5 million — 
10 million people who have 
to be taken through the 
system of prison, sen­
tencing, legality to hold 
them back in society. In Ni­
geria today crime and 
criminality is getting to a 
level that you cannot un­
derstand. People are using 
new methods to become 
comfortable, like cocaine 
pushers.

Retirement of judges.
Osobu: A lot of judges are 
leaving at 65, at their prime. 
They cannot do any other 
thing but be judges. But 
they are being cleaned out 
by one bogus constitutional 
provision, which says that 
they must leave the bench 
at the age of 65. These 
people must be used to do 
some decongesting in all 
the courts. They should be 
given comfortable situ­
ations through which they 
could rise.

,1 under miHtary regimes 
pride in itself that we have 
the type of country we 
want. 
On radical lawyers, so­
cial reformers and why 
the likes of Gani 
Fawchinmi have shut up. 
Osobu: Gani Fawehinmi, 
Tunji Braithwaite, Alao 
Aka-Basorun. No doubt 
there are certain things 
which they did that I don't 
like. In social criticism or 
whatever role you have 
assigned yourself, if you 
are not very, very careful 
you'll be burnt out, in the 
sense that it is either the 
matter will leave you be­
hind or you'll have no 
more gas to continue with 
what you perceived to be 
the problem. I'm close to 
Gani, but at times I won­
der what the hue and cry 
is all about. If Gani said he 
did not like the govern­
ment because of its atti­
tude to the Dele Giwa 
case, did he know Dele
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Saturday,

dignitaries Idachaba explained that the special of drumming to the delight of the
'.nt-.._ crranb crivnn i___i ___j. > > .. . ... •

I '■t

lery frequently interrupted die elo­
quent reading of the Oba's citation 
by the university orator with bouts

n
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By Bilkisu Yusuf 
Citizen, March 25, 1991

graduands and the visiting digni­
taries.

After his installation the chan­
cellor distributed prizes to out­
standing students and other grad­
uands. One hundred and twenty- 
one students received their certifi­
cates out of which 100 bagged sec­
ond class honours, 20 with third 
class while Ebenezer Jonathan 
Ekefan who became the cynosure of 
the event bagged a first class hon­
ours.

University of Ibadan, a sumptuous 
convocation luncheon, cocktail 
party and cultural dances.

facilities such as s’ ? 
offices and other capital projects. In 
addition 154 million Naira was re­
quired to equip workshops and 
Library.

Earlier, General Babangida had 
commissioned two blocks of stu­
dents hostels and laid the founda-

L -.**r*A

MakurdTsday of glory
One of the two agricultural universities in the country, Uniagric 
Makurdi, is set to turn agriculture round.

academic staff in order to stem the 
brain drain and attract thosealready 
serving abroad. 7
__ foe Vice-Chancellor, Professor

___ ___________________
President Babangida, presenting a prize to one of the graduands

Other side attractions of the con­
vocation at the weekend were a lec­
ture titled "The Role of Agricultural 
Universities in the Transformation 

Dalhatu Sarki of Nigerian Agriculture" delivered

■■-Vnultinate Saturday, Francis Idachaba outlined the d<\ l>Makurdi, the Benue State velopment of the university, one of 
JL capital succumbed to unusual the two in the country. Professor 

flurry of activities as ______ • , . . - . ,
trooped into the town to witness the 8rant 8iven t0 the university had 
convocation of the University of Ag- gone a l°ng way in provi ing
riculture. The historic occasion was necdcd <xluiPment for thc un‘ver- 
a triple firsts for the university com- sitybutadditional 192 million Naira
munity being the first university would be rKlmrcd for Provision of 
convocation in Benue State. It also fa"lities such as students hostels, 
marked the installation of its first 
chancellor, Oba Olayinka Oyekan, 
the Oba of Lagos on whom was 
conferred an honorary Doctor of 
Sdence degree, and installation of 
the first pro-chancellor and vice- 
chancellor.

Agriculture received a boost at 
the occasion when President 
Ibrahim Babangida who is also the 
visitor to the university disclosed 
that a decree to facilitate the transfer 
of University of Agriculture from 
the National Universities Commis­
sion to the Ministry of Agriculture 
was underway. General Babangida 
observed that when promulgated, 
the decree would provide adequate 
instruments for the functioning of 
the country's two universities of 
Agriculture. According to him the 
decree would also ensure that the 
inherited colonial institutions 
which hindered development of ag­
ricultural technology, research and 
extension services due to structural 
defects gave way to practical 
z_—.ww ar.d integrative approach

Higher Education was considn^11 toura8e includes Lagos State r'" r-'V -------------, ,ways of improving conditions 18 missione^ Directors Gen Makurdi is still tingling from one
8 conditions for white canned nhteX °[LGcn?ral< Of the most exciting weekends it has 

had this year and it has the Univer­
sity of Agriculture to thank for the 
unaccustomed festival of high pro­
file activities.

ensure that the
d institutions tion stone of the library complex at 

____________ wi a6- the university's permanent site. The ricultural technology, research and colourful part of the ceremony was 
extension services due to structural the installation of Oba Oyekan, as
defects gave way to practical chancellor and Dr. T ~ ^‘^W’Uiams of fhe
schemes and integrative approach Tafida, a physician and former by Professor S.K.T. 1 sumptuous
to research, training and extension. Kaduna State Commissioner as the University of Ibadan, a^ cocjctaji
While pledging government's sup- pro-chancellor of the university. convocation lune e 
port to the University, General Oba Oyekan whose powerful en- 
Babangida said the Commission on tourage includes Lagos State Com- 
Higher Education was considering —

white capped chiefs, Oloris and tra­
ditional palace drummers infused 
some pomp and pageantry into the 
events. The drummers who occu- 
Jied a prominent section of the gal-
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lars" be tendered
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esty, rather, would remedy this so­
cietal ill. This, he noted, can only be

suit of which is not immediate. "I 
think we can stop corruption 
through education and this will take 
sometime".

While the foundation for honesty 
and probity in the society should be 
rooted in instilling in children not to

regimes as corrupt as the civilian. 
Universally speaking, nevertheless, 
he disproved the presumption that 
corruption could be stopped by leg­

plain when they are compelled to tip 
persons in order to get the other 
party perform his or her duties, 
Abdullahi condemned Nigerians' 
adoption of a culture of silence 
when they should complain. "Nige­
rians generally do not complain", he 

ya time rumours are 
spread and "one is not even sure if 
the amount of corruption in the 
country is as high as people tend to 
put it."This, however, is not to say

science and technology and trans- r
port and aviation in Buhari's cabi- would suffice. This is because not 
net, but he refused to be drawn into ---*»•• - -
talking about them. Instead, he
spoke extensively on the propriety On the decentralisation of the Nige- 
ot the Karibi—Whyte tribunal that rian Law School, Lagos, he said on 
convicted hundreds of muslims to the one hand, moving to a central 
long terms of imprisonment on alle- location, say Abuja or Kaduna with

Nigeria Police Force. Can the police said would break the tradition and 
stop military coups? Alhaji Abdul- habits cultivated through interac- 
lahi was not straight forward. They tion with senior members of the bar 
can, in theory, arrest anybody com- during social functions.
mitting an offence. "Since a coup is a True to his profession, Abdullahi 
criminal offence, they have a right to requested that facts and "particu-
intervene". The military, afterall, lars" be tendered even for problems said. So, many 
has no business with governance", that generally exist In dealing with 
It is established, he said, "to ensure the issue of corruption, therefore, he 
territorial integrity. They should maintained reservations about the 
play that role. Their training is such argument that purports military

into government," he 
said.

He is of the view that 
military regimes have 

opportunity to build a 
1 cul­

ture". Alhaji Abdullahi 
is convinced that there is 
a way out even though it 
is at the mercy of the 
military which is forever 
looking for one excuse 
or the other to intervene. 
The recipe is good gov­
ernment, but not with­
out the military itself 
educating its members 
on their constitutional 
obligations. Abdullahi: Condemns culture of silence

On education, the 
one—time minister spoke on law 
degrees being offered in the univer­
sities. As a member of the body of

PLATFORM—"11 1 —

Corruption is a bogey
To Abdullahi Ibrahim, corruption can be nipped in the bud if Nigerians can imbibe a culture of honesty

igeria like every developing that they cannot easily fit 
nation has inherent natural into government," he 
and man—made problems.

Its human weaknesses which bor­
der on the entire process of govern­
ance, on democracy, justice and robbed Nigerians of the 
equal opportunities for all have ,
equally not been peculiar to any of system, "a political 
its system of government — mili- 
tary or ci vilian because none is infal­
lible. Thus in Ibrahim Abdullahi's 
assessment, 'one government may 
be faulty in one way and another 
government may be faulty in an­
other.'

When for well over two hours the 
senior advocate spoke on Platform, 
the nation's socio—economic and 
political shortcomings were that 
watered down they almost defied 
existence. But this was explainable. 
Abdullahi, undaunted, would not 
touch issues of policy having been a 
minister not long ago.
He was an adviser to the minister

of finance in the former Northern benchers that rejected the idea of
Nigeria, a commissioner in Kwara studying law as a second degree, he islation. Imbibing a culture of hon- 
state, a member of the constituent said that turning the degree to a 
assembly, a minister of education, five—year programme as it is now, ,  

rather than the former four years, effected through education, the 
Would SufflCP TTtic ic kne-liu-A cnU nt -_____

many Nigerians can afford to send 
their children for a second degree.
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law that says 
within the 

5 commit-

they argued for instance, hindered 
some witnesses from testifying on 
behalf of the accused persons.
Abdullahi: I; is true that Kehinde 
Sofc»:a, 'SAN/, who was the leading 
counsel raised the issue by way of a 
pre;’.'.' '-ary t,:vect:sr.. You are per- 
hapsura //are ‘rat the tribunal gave 
a ru‘..r,g ir. :‘iur/^r. However, the 
tribura'. was work.r.g under the 
pro vis-.or o; *re ia w a r d the law 
pro v. d ed the ‘te *.*. su r .a. si t a t cer- _ __
tain placfesard the tribunal, had

The military, afterall, has no 
with governance". It is esl 
said, "to ensure territorial integrity. 1 hey 
should play that role. ,——_—

tribunalsaresetupfororrlinaryof- 

Abduilahi: I do not believeithatwe 
should have tribunals for . 
offences like looting, arson> eb. and 
the Nigerian Bar Association which 
I belong to, took up the mat er•. 
long time ago. One hopes. th 
would not have cause to set up 1 
bunals but allow such offences to b. 
tried before ordinary courts. 
CT- Government, in setting u/

■ to string lams frmn
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who testified and on their 
-'--^r.ce the tribunal decided 

07 70- convict.
• UJUTuers apposed the sitting of

>J? t faunal in Abuja when the crisis 
itself occurred in Kaduna state, 
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— Abdullahi
states had been created 
and I was deployed to 
Kano where I stayed on as 
a senior state counsel, but 
left 1969-70 to join the 
famous NNDC as group 
legal adviser. From there, 
I went into private prac­
tice. It wasn't for long be­
cause I was soon made a 
commissioner in Kwara
State.

After that job, he re­
turned to private practice 
and has been doing so 
since then but for the 
times he was made a min­
ister in Buhari's cabinet, 
then serving in the con­
stituent assembly, the

Government College 
Keffi. "After that I went 
abroad for further studies 
and was called to the 
English Bar in November 
1963. I came to the law 
school in 1964."

I later worked as an as­
sistant legal adviser to the 
regional minister of fi­
nance in the North. That 
gave me an opportunity to 
work with such excellent 
men as Alhaji Ahmed 
Talib, Luton and Alhaji 
Musa Bello. In that capac­
ity, I learnt alot about our 
tax law. "I was sent 
abroad on attachment to 
learn about tax. On return,

Karibi-Whyte panel etc. 
In what year was he 
made a senior advocate? 
"I have forgotten the 
year". It wasn't surpris­
ing to us because he had 
kept mum over many 
other important things. 
"One thing I can tell you 
is that I am number 35 on 
the roll. There are about 
80 now". How old is he 
then? "Knocking 50." 
was all that he offered. 
Apparently he is a man 
of few words and a firm 
believer in certain socie­
tal values, such as re­
spect for the elder.
By Muhammad Bomoi
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and the defence and ask questions 
that they themselves should ordi­
narily answer. Once a judge goes 
beyond that, he is likely to be seen to 
have taken sides, and this should be 
avoided. The tribunal had responsi­
bility to ensure that justice wasdone 
within the limit of the evidence that 
was produced before it and in my 
opinion should not have gone be­
yond that and it did not.
CT: There is a controversy about 
the retirement age of Judges. A judge 
at 80 is considered in his prime in the 
US for example, but in Nigeria they 
are made to retire at 60 or 65 years. 
What is your view on this? 
Abdullahi: I am neutral. Ordinar­
ily, I would have preferred a situ­
ation where judges retire not at the 
age of 60—65 as they do at the 
moment because some of the judges 
that have left the Supreme Court for 
example, of the recent, are so articu­
late, they are an asset to the judiciary 
that this country should have con­
tinued to enjoy the benefit of their 
knowledge. But when one thinks of 
what happens in other countries like 
America, one has to (compare) the 
conditions of work. They have so 
many facilities to assist them in the 
discharge of justice. Here, the situ-

! am a villager 
r ■ 'I he man who has

I been through 
some of the most 

exciting moments in the 
nation's history likes to 
describe himself as a 
simple man, with simple 
tastes, a villager. That 
may be so, but a villager 
doesn't overnight be­
come a Senior Advocate 
of Nigeria,SAN oragov- 
emment minister.

Alhaji Abdullahi 
Ibrahim, said he comes 
from a little village in 
Benue State, did all his 
primary schooling there 
before gaining admis­
sion into the famous

Abdullahi: Now Id me ask you one 
question, would you expect a mag­
istrate sitting in his ordinary court 
trying cases to go out and investi­
gate the cases before him.' What you 
are saying is tha t the members of the 
tribunal should have gone out to 
investigate these cases, bring the 
people before the tribunal and then 

judge their cases.CT: No. what I am saying is that 
even a judge sitting before an ordi­
nary court asks questions, he asks 
the prosecution and the defence to 
elaborate or to seek new evidence if 
necessary or to find out circum­
stances under which certain of­
fences were committed. You de­
scribed the tribunal as an ordinary 
court and yet in your answers it 
came out as a special court because 
several laws were required in order 
to even allow the tribunal to func­
tion, this is where the question-of 
social responsibility conics.
Abdullahi: A Judge has limits in 
whatever questions he asks in court, 
he might be seen to be fair and to 
behave in a fair manner to both the 
prosecution and the defence. It is 
never the responsibility of the judge 
and therefore members of the tribu­
nal to pounce on the prosecution

platform
tisement you are talking about, but I 
can only speak for the Tribunal. The 
people who were tried had evidence 
adduced as to their guilt or partici- 
pation in the riot. One thing people 
didn't realise when the Tribunal 
was sitting was that it was dis­
charging so many people, these do 
not meet the eyes of the press. The 
Ulama probably did not know this. 
But the few that were tried and sen­
tenced were the ones wh< 
were blown up. But if anybody had 
bothered to look at the record of the 
tribunal to compare the number of 
people discharged and acquitted 
and the number of those actually 
convicted, one would know that 
these allegations cannot be true and 
they am not true.
CT: Did the tribunal convict anyone 
who was involved in the death of 
anybody in Kafanchan?
Abdullahi: Well this thing hap­
pened over a year ago. I can't tell 
you precisely whether or not if the 
tribunal did, the records are there. 
CT; It has not, nobody was prose­
cuted for either starting the Kafan­
chan riots or for the death of any­
body. Now doesn't the tribunal and 
members have social responsibil­
ity? 
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about military intervention in the 
Nigerian polity?
Abdullahi: I don't think the mili­
tary has any business with govern­
ance. The military is established to 
look after the territorial integrity of 
this country. Their role is very well 
defined and they should play that 
role. Their training is such that they 
cannot easily fit into a government. 
So, they should remain where they 
belong. With the frequency of the 
(military) intervention we have had, 
can it be said in all honesty that 
Nigerians have been given the op­
portunity even to develop a system? 
to develop a political culture? Have 
we been allowed to make mistakes 
and correct our mistakes without 
military intervention? At this rate, 
civilians will never really get down 
to the business of running a political 
system.
Citizen: What is the solution? Do 
you think a good government can 
prevent coups?
Abdullahi: I think a good govern­
ment can stop coups. I also believe 
that for a good government to be 
able to achieve that, that the military 

who interpret the law accept the ’ itself must educate its members 
about what their proper role is sup­
posed to be. we have beqn told now 
that this would be the last coup, or it 
is hoped that this would be the last 
coup.
Citizen: Giving your experience as a 
civil servant, would you agree that 
a society can corrupt the individ­
ual^ that the economic situation 
brings about corruption?
Abdullahi: If people are corrupt, 
they are corrupt because they want 
to be corrupt. I do not see any cir­
cumstance that can push people into 
doing certain things which ordinar­
ily they wouldn't do. Persons with 
moral restraint can always resist 
some of these things.
Citizen: But what of where those 
who should set the example, like 
government functionaries, do ques­
tionable things? Do you think, that 
the military has any moral right to 
speak of overthrowing a govern­
ment because of corruption?
Abdullahi: One cannot really talk

3________________________
is rot exactly fee sazre. One 

wvuld like to see our courts wife 
oerrer radiities, so feat by fee time 
judges ger to 60, 65, they are still 
very alert mentally. In feds country, 
by fee toe a judge put in 40 years on 
fee bench he would have dene so 
mufei work written all fee pro­
ceedings ... written down counsels, 
arguments, done everything virtu­
ally by himself, and then make up 
his mind what his judgement 
should be. So our judges are really 
overworked. By fee toe feey get to 
fee age of 69 or 65 one starts wonder­
ing whether feey really should be 
allowed to continue. The conditions 
are so bad.
CT: Talking about the maintenance 
of law and order in relation to the 
police, the public and the army and 
the difficulties the police face in 
carrying out its duty . Is it within 
the role of the police to prevent a 
military coup?
Abdullahi: Since a coup is a crimi­
nal offence, feey have a right to in­
tervene.
Citizen: We all accept that a coup is 
an aberration. Why then do judges

military governments as valid 
when they are not legal?
Abdullahi: Governments that 
come in through coups are not ille­
gal governments. You see, fee Su­
preme Court of this country has had 
the opportunity of dealing with this 
matter.... At the point the coup 
makers come into power and install 
themselves as the government of fee 
country, they are the government 
defacto. Apparently they are the 
ones in charge at feat point in time. 
The Suprime Court felt that it was 
not illegal.
Citizen: So we accept the coups...
Abdullahi: A coup, if it does not 
succeed, then you prosecute the 
people, but once it succeeds, then 
the scenario has changed com­
pletely.
Citizen: You said the coup planning 
itself is an offence?
Abdullahi: Yes it is and that is why 
people have been tried recently. 
Citizen: What then are your views

PLATFORM 
about an institution and putting fee 
cap of corruption or probity on feat 
institutiion. I mean, I don't know 
the particular things you have in 
mind. I cannot answer ’whether the 
military has a moral right to con­
demn anybody for corruption ex­
cept if I accept the military is cor­
rupt, and I have not said so. 
Citizen: The late General Murtala 
Muhammed once argued that the 
more states we create, the more we 
highlight the problems of minori­
ties. Do we really need the states? 
Abdullahi:! think eventually wre 
should be working towards abolish­
ing the states altogether and may be 
use local governments as units of 
administration, not immediately, 
but we should start thinking about 
it At fee rate we are going, one day, 
someone who feels he is important 
would start agitating for a state in 
his area. It is being carried a little too 
far. If you give a Nigerian the oppor­
tunity, he would want a state in his 
immediate location. We run the 
danger of having Nigerians putting 
their states before Nigeria itself. In 
any case, what function is the state 
performing that a strong local gov­
ernments cannot? With more 
money coming into fee coffers of the 
local governments as from 1992, 
they would be placed in a strong 
position and could hire high calibre 
staff.They are far nearer the people. 
Citizen: Would that not amount to 
subverting the constitution be­
cause it sounds tome as if you are 
advocating for a unitary system of 
government.
Abdullahi: Yes, it would be unitary, 
feat is why I say it should take time 
and a constitutional amendment. 
The issue was raised in the constitu­
ent assembly, but everyone insisted 
we are in a federation, so further 
discusion was stopped. One hopes 
that eventually all the componenets 
of the country would develop, we 
get to a point where we would have 
confidence in one another and say 
we are prepared to have a centre.

By Mohammed Bomoi, 
Bilkisu Yusuf, Abu Momoh 

and Delia Nzekwu
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By Tawcy Zakka

called "an interim government ac­
ceptable to the majority of Liberi­
ans", to replace that of Professor 
Sawyer.
The conferees were not even 

"throwing ideas at each other about 
the main issue", one commentator 
said. Rather they were only discuss­
ing technicalities like the conference 
agenda, who should attend and 
rules and procedure. By Thursday 
the role of Taylor had gradually 
walked itself to the top of the 
agenda. Is the conference, then, al­
ready heading for the rocks? The 
indications, unfortunately, point 
that way. First, after about a week, 
no substantial agreement has been 
reached. Second, Taylor who con­
trols most of Liberia's countryside 
has continued to stay away and 
third, the delegates, frustrated by 
the time wasted on technicalities, 
are staying away from the sessions. 
A thick cloud of foreboding is gath­
ering.
On Wednesday, however, the 

doves at the conference managed to 
pull out two compromise cards, 
meant to tickle Taylor's fancy and 
get him to come over to the round 
table. The first was an agreement to 
enlarge the committee which 
handles the credentials of who to 
invite to the conference and the 
agenda to include Taylor's men. The 
second was to get the vice president 
of the interim government to step 
down for a Taylor nominee. 
Whether he would find these suffi­
cient concessions to drop his claim 
to be interim president himself is 
anybody's guess.
A failed conference, according to 

professor Sawyer, would leave only 
one option. "The use of ECOMOG 
as a means of enforcing the peace 
would be the most appropriate 
step", he said. He hoped this would 
not be necessary, given that there 
are "six or more months of discus­
sion" logo. But after this conference, 
will there be any more opportunity 
to talk peace?

AFRICA
Liberia
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It's peace for the taki^XtCWkTnyl^

participant in the~w7oinK 
national conference in 
Monrovia (it entered the 

sixth day last Thursday) described it 
as an "All—Liberian asset", under­
pinning the "great expectation" it 
has aroused among all Liberians. 
And, indeed, it has all the ingredi­
ents of a potential peace—clincher. 
Brokered by ECOWAS, it has the 
whole-hearted support of the 
OAU, UN, and, very significantly, 
the United States (which sees Libe­
ria as its own historical creation). A 
peace effort which enjoys such a tre­
mendous amount of international 
support should have a galvanising 
effect on the peacemakers.
The opening day, March 15, was 

like a carnival, according to a report. 
Ordinary Liberians, weary of the 
15—month civil conflict, danced 
and sang themselves hoarse, in an­
ticipation of the return of peace to 
their country. The conference has 
allowed them a glimmer of it, and 
they could not wait to hug it. 
Wishes, if only they were horses... 
As one foreign reporter observed, 
"if wishing could make (the confer­
ence) go well then (it) should be a 
great success".
However, the conference floun­

dered in the very beginning. Charles 
Taylor, leader of the main armed 
faction, National Patriotic Front of 
Liberia, NPFL, has not shown up. 
The movement is being represented 
by a three—man delegation, which 
has been mandated to "act and con­
sult with the leadership if it can't". 
But since arriving in Monrovia it has 
left the other delegations in doubt as 
to its impotence. Taylor's explana­
tion for not turning up in Liberia in­
cludes concern for his personal 
safety (two missions undertaken by 
Nigerian and Togolese foreign min­
isters on March 16 and 19 respec­
tively failed to convince him thathe__ 
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Taylor 
would be safe), his claim that his 
territory (comprising 12 of Liberia s 
13 counties) is under represented. 
Taylor who eyes the interim presi­
dency himself wants representation 
on a county basis, which would 
have given him an unbeatable solid 
vote. However, ECOWAS, which 
earlier has barred Taylor and other 
factional leaders from contesting 
the post, prefers to invite political 
parties and pressure groups. He 
tried to get round this obstacle by 
setting up surrogate pressure 
groups, like teachers and lawyers' 
associations, but the attempt failed.
Professor Amos Sawyer, who 

heads the present interim govern­
ment handpicked by ECOWAS 
heads of state in Banjul, The Gam­
bia, last August has called Taylor's 
intransigence a mere "posturing", 
saying that it would not be long 
before he abandons taking the rest 
on "a circuitous route". But nothing 
that Taylor has said or done so far 
seems to bear out that optimism. 
And as if to underscore what an im­
portant factor Taylor has become, 
the conference after a week, had not 
come round to the nitty — gritty of 
its business, which is to elect what 
Nigeria's General Ike Nwachukwu
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Arter ri-v years of bloodshed, UNITA rebels have finally agreed to a ceasefire

Doa Santoa: Peoa al fat? Rebel Savimbi: American lackey. By Abu Mommoh
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Angola

Peace at last?

The curfew was imposed by the government as 
a stability measure following an attempted coup 
d'etat in 1977 organised by a member of the 
MPLA's political bureau, Nato Alves. It has 
remained so until a few weeks ago.

capital Luanda. Angola's Home 
Affairs minister, Francisco Paiva 
said the curfew was abolished be­
cause the condition that brought it 
about no longer existed. The curfew 
was imposed by the government as

America, his backers, Portugal and 
the Soviet Union for a 7th round of 
peace talks in Portugal in April. 
Last month UNITA and the Ango­

lan government met in Lisbon to 
sign a ceasefire agreement, but the 
talks broke down without the ex­
pected agreement. The Angolan gov­
ernment had insisted on a deadline 
for a ceasefire before setting a date 
for multi-party democracy. The pre­
liminary date had been set for April 
15. The government has asked for 
cessation of hostilities by March 31.
As proof of the government's re­

sponse to the rebel's recent conces­
sion, last week, the government 
lifted the 15-year old curfew on the

Luanda and Husambo.
He consequently directed his offi­
cers to conclude a formal ceasefire 
agreement when they meet with 
govemmentrepresentativesand me- 
diators from the United States of

a stability measure following an at- 
tempted coup d'etat in 1977 organ­
ised by a member of the MPLA's 
political bureau, Nato Alves. It has 
remained so until a few’ weeks ago.
Also last week, the Angolan gov­

ernment put aside its 15-year old 
socialist one party rule. It inaugu­
rated a people's assembly as a prel­
ude to the country's embrace of 
multi party democracy. The assem­
bly is expected to legalise the formal 
introduction of multi party democ­
racy and market economy. The 
move is seen as an attempt to pre­
empt UNITA demand that a multi 
party system must be introduced 
before any ceasefire agreement is 
reached.
Despite these heart—warming 

development, the main obstacle to 
peace is disagreement over a time 
table for first free elections. Savimbi 
said he was ready to make conces­
sions on anything except the date of 
elections. At this round of talks, 
UNITA is well placed to make any 
concession to get that ceasefire. "It is 
the only one point we will not con­
cede," he was quoted as saying. 
UNITA wants the elections to take 
place in May 1992, while MPLA 
says there be a three-year gap 
be tween the ceasefire and the elec­
tions.
However, sources close to UNITA, 

said the group may compromise if 
the government accepts tohold elec­
tions in the next 15 months.
In the last six rounds of talks be­

tween the two sides, the Angolan 
government has demonstrated a lot 
of flexibility by approving a num­
ber of changes. These include the 
transition to multi party democ­
racy, abolition of one party rule and 
a draft constitution for a free market 
economy.

r B here were strong indications
I recently that the 16 year -old 

Angolan dvil war may soon 
be over. The encouraging signs came 
in the wake of the decision by the 
country's main armed opposition 
group, Union for the Total Inde­
pendence of Angola (UNITA) to 
suspend its militap’ operations. 
Speaking at the end of the week­
long UNITA congress in his south­
ern Angolan headquarters, Jamba, 
the rebel leader, Jonas Savimbi said 
if no date for the ceasefire was 
agreed in the next round of peace 
talks in April, UNITA would con­
sider declaring unilateral suspension 
of military hostilities in the capital,

AFRICA
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Iran's Rafsanjani 
about their successes. There are at 
least 25 known groups opposed to 
the Iraqi regime, as a "unity meet­
ing7' in Beirut, last week, showed. 
From liberals to Communists, na­
tionalists to "fundamentalists", 
they are united by only one thing: 
dislike for Saddam Hussien. Twoof 
the most powerful and effective of 
the opposition groups are based in 
Iran and they are ofcourse Shiites 
whose constituency is the predomi­
nantly Shia population of Southern 
Iraq (some 60 percent of the total 
population). Eight years of the Iran- 
Iraq war has resulted in at least a 
million Iraqi Shia refugees crossing 
into Iran.

The Supreme Assembly of the 
Islamic Revolution of Iraq (SAIRI) 
modelled like that of Iran, is in fact 
more or less a shadow government 
in waiting. During the eight-year 
war each Iranian advance height­
ened SAIRI's expectation of setting 
up an Islamic Republic of Iraq. This 
did not come to pass, but now the 
war has provided yet another clar­
ion call to arms. SAIRI's cadres are 
behind much of the uprising and to 
underscore that its leadership did 
not bother to join the other Iraqi 
opposition groups in the Beirut

u..y uni,. .8a, 
pTjraving lost the ~ . ~~

masses everywhere stood cheer. But his defeat has sHrr^ ‘° 
serious internal rebellions th^i UP ! 
of his few tentative allies' and 1 
occupation of the southern part f ' 
h.s country by foreign forces ’

Setter than its Persian c',{C8,me 1 
tan. As the uprisfo™ riVi"' 1 
dam's government '
abated, Iran took the pulse of I ' 
and delivered its verdir. lra<] ‘ 
highest level: "Saddam Hi °n 1 
said President Rafsanjani "m"” ' ’ 
bow to the will of his people " C * ’
■s the will of the Iraqi people as7h„ '
absorb this catash-ophy,Pwith 
vital infrastructure of thejr m the 1 
destroyed, no light, water, fue?a^ , 
even the air they breathe pollut^? '

IfyouhstenedtoRadioBagh^ad ■ 
which can be monitored in ' giorealliswellinsidelrX1^ < 
normal programmes, lhe ra^o 
d^ardTPa?ngWbutoto^ ' 
O^asa^ahUyaSba^-P. > mention "conspCie " daC:S‘erS 
Iraq, which are however be™ ' 
countered as more and rr. ° g I

Husain,'wh^toleX the^ ' 

deX%bme40 forei^j™isfe ■ 
during the war, expelled them all i 
from the country last Friday "for ten 
days . There are however, two 
other sources about events inside 
the country, but they are decidedly 
partisan: Iraqi refugees crossing 
into Iran at the border towns of 
Khorramsharand Ham and opposi-
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tion groups based in Tehran, 
Damascus, and Riyadh.

Ahmed Bashir, an Iraqi refugee 
who said he was from Basra crossed 
into the Iranian town of Khorram- 
shar with his family last week. He 
said they reached the border with 
great difficulty after the Iraqi gov­
ernment ordered the military to 
suppress the uprising in the coun- 
tr/s second largest city. Bashir said 
the Iraqi forces "have not achieved 
any success so far" and in recent 
clashes in the southern towns of 
Basra, Tabair, Tamuna and Am- 
mara, many" Republican Guards 
and Iraqi officers " surrendered to 
the people". Abbas Jamil, another 
refugee from Tamuna said the town 
was under the control of rebels after 
the people in the south had received 
"reinforcements" to either surren­
der or..."

Haidar Ahmed, who crossed into 
the south western Iranian town of 
Ahviz merely reported heavy fight­
ing around Basra. A barber by pro­
fession, Ali said several people were 
killed or wounded while preventing 
army tanks from entering the city.

To enter Basra - Shalamcheh area, 
he said, in a bit of entertainment, is 
"insecure" At Iran's western bor­
der, a Tehran daily reported refu­
gees from the Kurdish area of Iraq 
liberating more prisoners at the 
town of Sulaimaniya. "They claimed 
that Sulaimaniya, Sadiq Darban- 
dikhaz, New Halabja (the old Hal- 
abja is of the poison gas fame) 
Tavaileh Biyareh, Khormal, 
Dojireh, Cham-chamal, Kalakifri 
and Banjwin have been taken over 
by the local people". The refugees 
said the people they left behind 
were in high spirits, all they lacked 
was "foodstuff and fuel."

Political groups opposed to Sad­
dam's rule make much wider claims

WORtD ■ 1 ——~ ~

Saddam or the Shi’a? oapl.
The defeat of Iraq has led to the emergence ot seve 

fkov ■•«*••*■** — °



1
WORLD

%

and see it for themselves". The 
SAIRI official claimed that in addi­
tion to Basra, Al-Amara, Al-G 
Sanjar, Talafar, Nasseriyah, Kha- 
nain, several other towns and cities 
in central and northern Iraq are in 
the hands of the masses. Faced with 
an unpalatable short victory "we 
predicted the west might repeat its 
mistake of supporting Saddam 
Hussein. It is their problem and they 
should find a solution to it" the 
spokesman added. The Islamic Ac­
tion Organisation is the second most 
powerful shiite group opposed to 
Saddam Hussein.

Also, Tehran's Ayatollah Taqi
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talkshop. One source told Citizen 
treat there are at least as many Iraqi 
refugees crossing into Iran as the 
number of Iraqis going back inside 
to sustain the uprising. Iran, of 
course, keeps asserting its "neutral­
ity" and its border with Iraq is offi­
cially closed. But it is hard to imag­
ine Tehran restraining its protege 
from going for the jagular vein of 
their common foe.
T7" n Tehran, I met Foreign Minis-

I ter Ali Akbar Velayati, who 
J i denied reports of Iranian in­

volvement in the Iraqi unrest." The 
Islamic Republic is against Iraqi's 
partition and against intervention of 
any country in the internal affairs of 
Iraq, believing that it is only the Iraqi 
people who should decide their 
own fate". This does not, however, 
mean that Iran is not among the 
regional and non-regional hawkes 
(Syria, Saudi Arabia, Turkey, 
U.S.A.) eyeing the throne of Saddam 
Hussein. But unlike all these foreign 
powers, Iran alone can rely on its 
internal allies, who are in the major­
ity, to do the job. President 
Rafsanjani made no bones about 
this in an address to local mullahs 
three days after they had bluntly 
"advised" Saddam Hussein to re­
sign. After deploring the killing of 
innocent people by the Iraqi govern­
ment forces, he expressed the hope 
that "development" taking place in 
Iraq would eventually lead to the 
"sovereignity of the Iraqi people 
and work to the benefit of the Iraqis 
and muslims."

"The greedy eyes of the world". 
(Iranian code name for America) "is 
now fixed on Iraq... (but) if it is a 
divine dispensation to see the com­
ing to rule of His religion, then none 
shall be able to stand against Him".

SAIRI talks as if it has passed this 
junction and well within its destina­
tion. An unnamed spokesman told 
Tehran Times of March 9, that 
claims by an American officials that 
Iraq government forces have re­
gained control of Basra were rub­
bish. "Popular forces are in control 
of Basra, the U.S. officials as well as 
foreign reporters can visit the city

laimaniya Province" while 60 per­
cent of the oil-rich Kirkuk Province 
has been taken over by popular 
forces".

Which, if you put all this claims 
together leaves Saddam Hussein in 
control only of Baghdad and its 
environs (some related groups 
claimed it has started an uprising in 
his home town and even taking it!) 
How come then Saddam Hussein is 
still put despite all these set-backs?

An Arab diplomat who has not 
hidden his sympathy for Saddam 
Hussein told Citizen that despite all 
the claims of allied victory, the Iraqi 
army was intact "not defeated be­
cause there was no war". Despite 
the massacre of thousands of his 
soldiers retreating from Kuwait, a 
good portion of Saddam's army is 
still intact and he is using it to sup­
press the uprising. Equally, the 
Americans, whose forces are still in 
Southern Iraq, are more worried 
about the coming to power of Shiite 
"fundamentalists", than of a chas­
tened Saddam hanging on for some­
time. "The U.S. wants an Iraq weak 
enough not to be a threat in the 
region, but strong enough to keep 
some sort of power-balance".

Saddam will go, but America will 
much prefer a coup that will replace 
him by a general who will maintain 
the status quo", added our source.

Whether the Americans will have 
their way depends largely on the 
Iraqi opposition and on Iraq's 
neighbours, Iran and Turkey. In the 
discontent of defeat, they have ig­
nited an uprising that is still rag­
ging. But the opposition is divided 
and distrustful and there is a serious 
danger of balkanising the country. 
The Beirut meeting ended with the 
decision to form a cabinet of all 
opposition members after toppling 
Saddam Hussein. How easy it will 
be to translate this into a policy 
remains to be seen. Meanwhile 
Saddam Hussein is still in power 
and the largest opposition group, 
which has the blessing of Iran, did 
not even bother to attend the meet­
ing.

By Kabiru Yusuf, Tehran.
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Hussein: powerful in defeat?

Mudarissi is a strong rival to SAIRI's 
leader, Hojjatoslam Baqer Hakim. 
While Mudarissi was in Beirut 
meeting opposition figures, his 
spokesman in Tehran reported 
great advances by their revolution­
ary forces. This includes the seizure 
and repair of Basra Radio Station 
(damaged by allied bombing) and 
massive defection of several units of 
Republican Guards. In the Shiite 
Holy City of Najaf, the spokesman 
said 10, 000 soldiers deserted en- 
masse to join "the popular forces".' 
Beker Fattah, spokesman of the Pa- 
troticUnion of Iraq's Kurdeistan the 
smaller Tehran based groups fight­
ing on behalf of the Kurds, also 
claimed "80 percent" success in the 
north-eastern province of Erbil, and 
there iscomplete rebel control of Su-



WORLD 33

''X

alleged too that some voting cards By Delia Nzekwu

Gorbachev, losing out? 

the relationship between

■v.;\

union question. Thus, in Russia
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A. ' W

Yeltsin, waiting. 
racy for the benefit of the perpetu­
ation of totalitarianism". The refer­
endum, therefore, should be nulli­
fied.

In the final analysis, remarked an 
analyst of Soviet politics, Sunday's 
ballot does not offer Gorbachev a 
tremendous help on the one hand 
and on the other, "it does not resolve 
the situation clearly". All it could be 
seen to promote is the political 
struggle between the Kremlin and 
the republics, and in particular, be­
tween President Gorbachev and 
Boris Yeltsin,with peace and stabil­
ity relegated.

on ui»/ — .
president an , won a major­
political rival, other question 
ity. In Ukraine,, ™a union 
asked; Ukrainian sover-
which is Based^ there was also"

Kremlin and its policief .

qUesti°asked on the ballot and voters were 
compelled to discern two messages;

union but (ii) not the kind of union 
Gorbachev wants. In the Russian 
federation and Ukraine, the two 
most populous republics, the

I

\\ X\ 7hen late 1, '\y\y Viet year the So-' 
V V Gorb^ent, Mlkhail 

heavy m1litaiycl evresortedtoa 

sident republic d°Wn on dis- 
campaign for inde^ant « their president

------ 
month, Gorbachev “ncealed. Lar 
attempt to hold on £ */ --------
power and mainta hc reins of 
began an intense caJ" the Wem 
erendum which j^aiSnforaref- 
would ask the Sov ? ,____
still wish to remain^ ^P10 K they enough to allow balJot
try. One united coun- victory at a s^or^ bejn him with

z~v» KA- i - — rinnp notnii'o *

6 of the 15 repub|£a?allOtWhich 

though 200 million al‘
ported to have Vo^P 
bachev was expected m Mr' Gor’ 

SSjpsffii
^^.y^H’^^Mr.Go^che^ 
credibility increasingly questioned, 
ask^i in the Wr‘ ' the ^estions 
to hive been VandUmWereSaid _____

thereby, conning" voters to the relationship between the Krem- 

answenng whether or not the re- lin and the increasingly restive re­
publics want to be independent of publics".
Kremlin and its policies. In some Yet, Mr Gorbachev is not only 
cases, i erent questions were witnessing a growing loss of faith in 
asked on the ballot and voters were the Soviet Union and all Perestroika 
compelled to discern two messages; stands for, but in himself as well, 
(i) that they were in support of the Some independence activists have, 

u.., z..x ,l. ,. , . among other accusations, described
the centre as "fraudulent", con­
demning what they see as a "cynical 
attempt by the central government 

people were in support of two dif- to retain power”. They charged that 
ferent proposals aimed at creating a soldiers voted many times over and 
greater local autonomy besides the voters were bribed at the polls. They

TL..n . t» • a 11 nrraA bnn f-ViaP enmn vnh'nff

Peaci°
Sunday* s ref |f ]][][] —ZuTreiaHonship between the Kremlin
»“ ““ XPuS':*™ »Hie union 2L-____________

h. > m°re c°nfused than evelbelSp'-^^h premarked '"Yes" were discovered 
® Ia« - was a second q fhe Rus. in polling stations. These critics are

proposed directly el^”ndiate that strongly against passing the refer- 
sian president. Resul Russian endum since doing so, they argue, 
on this, Boris Yel^,c*hev,s chief uld „a renewed *
___ and ___^ainr- down made firmer with the Soviet

i military ordering that the referen- 
>-1*1® grow- ity- In Ukraine,, — * union dum gives it a legitimacy". So, al-
>viet Union asked; "Do You Ukrainian sever- though the referendum was not a
-aied Last which is based on hereWasalso" vote of no confidence on Mikhail
desperate eignty?" And here t How- Gorbachev, opined observers, the

a huge majorly J^tors of the ambiguousness of the result points 
ever, some foreign . ejjeve that to variances in idea between the 

-. o-.^.arer- Sunday rcfercndU|^"may be good centreandfromthepointsofviewof 
simple terms while the final res“ rbachev claim pro-democracy reform activists on 
People if they enough to allow „ ballot what the situation should be. To the 

victory at a short ® he'lp hjm with latter, the referendum is Gor- 
"has done nothing redefining bachev's attempt to "utilise democ-

BJil



method of checking the ------

dent for future leaders.
Recent reports however indicate that 

these military officers have been par­
doned, their dismissal converted to 
retirement and they are now free to 
wear their ranks. What is not clear, in 
the face of government's unhealthy 
silence over this issue is whether their 
accumulated pension and gratuity 
will also be released to them along 
with their confiscated assets. It also 
remains unclear just where and why 
the agitation for their pardon began. 
To all those committed to fighting cor-

fate that awaits 
------ ^dedicated counter- 
tire-’^en 'hl incentive to

ri®18 .v.p preslde „.iv has a amerent 

approach the gathering of

corrup‘>°n- —-------------------

BILKISU YUSUF ___ 
ruptionand upholding accountability* 
the acquittal was as sad as it was con­
fusing. One needs no lessons or tutori­
als in patriotism to know that a pardon 
under whatever disguise for proven 
cases of theft is no virtue. Coming 
shortly after the fifteenth anniversary 
of General Murtala's demise, the ac-

Sanitising corrupjj®Zl 
"Thosewho don't study thepastwill quittai becomes all the more painful. It 
--------" cannot but be interpreted as an at­

tempt to sanitise corruption, a social 
cancer his regime was determined to 
eradicate.

Indeed, the Buhari/Idiagbon ad­
ministration carried the purification 
baton a step further by jailing all cor­
rupt politicians of the Second Repub­
lic. Most of these have had their cases 
"reviewed" and they are now free 
men. All these point to the fact that 
corrupt officials can continue to view 
public office as the easiest way of 
making money. Even when the possi- auon.
bility of being probed and punished e _vaiz, 
cannot be ruled out they will eventu­
ally celebrate a giddy hour of triumph 
and live happily everafter to enjoy 
theirloot. Afterallthr',! " 
where an 5

’Those who don’t study thepastwill 
repeat its errors,
Those who do studyitwillfind other 
ways to err".
■ very regime claims it abhors

it. Its key officials then out- M wardly busy themselves with

various ways of combating it. But all 
the efforts hardly reach fruition stage 
before war-weary lieutenants surren­
der to the enemy of all times—corrup­
tion. The first major offensive on cor­
ruption was launched by the General 
Murtala Muhammed administration. 
In 1975 when it came to power, a probe 
panel instituted to investigate the mili­
tary officers who served under the 
Gowon administration found about 10 
of them guilty of corruption. They ...m uve nappily everafter to -------- • . int0 the money
were promptly dismissed from the theirloot. Afterall they liveina society their hands ff al its expect
armed forces and their illegally ac- where an individual's
quired assets confiscated. methods ofacquinng wealth are rarely fectivenes corruption 1S a
The decision to punish the convicted questioned. of past the public °^cers.

officials was viewed as an effective In no decade in Nigerian history has thing to go ^lQVV light on dubious
method of checking the excesses of corruption been scrutinised and con- be recalled to corrupt actions, de­
public officers thereby setting a prece- demned so frequently yet promoted so deals and o t^en released by

—i—j— )ur present leaders seem to tained for a ^qus president and

ffinity for shock tactics and some magnanl _ & nothing hap- 
ig u-tums when it comes to life will contin

taken to nurture it. We now know 
courtesy of Vice President Augustus 
Aikhomu that embezzlement of public 
fun ds and its misappropriation are 
two different offences that should at- 
tract varying responses.

The distinction ensures that the only 
punishment corrupt officers get is re­

ministers and bureaucrats in Abuja 
recently that there will be no shield to 
protect them from the searchlight of 
probity. General Babangida said 
'Indeed you may be recalled at any 
time after leaving office to account 
for the actions you took during yOur 
tenure. And God help you. Further­
more you will be made liable, if cir­
cumstances so dictate, for the monies 
voted for your ministries. This in 
respect of your portfolio cannot be 

delegated".With this "recall" clause, accounta- I 
bilitycould not ha ve received a better I 
elevation. An eminently sensible / 
way to nip corruption in its bud. / 
Knowledge of this clause is expected I to deter public officers from dipping I 

the money pot. Yet /

'“d"S

T* ”ft'*luentIyyet promoted so 
openly. Our present leaders lu 
have an affinity for shock tactics and 
humiliatini------------- •’..«» Il kumes to 
attacking corruption. For every laud- pened. 
ablesteptakentoeradicatecorruption, It is obvious that until goyem- 
two other retrogressive ones are also ment's faint hearted handling of cor- 
taken ------------- ,. ... rupHongives way to consistent repo­

sals, the cancer will remain with us 
while we pay lip ,o ,ts 
cation. The outlook does not bode 
well for us as we move into the Third 
Republic when the temptation to 
privatise corruption will be even 
greater.

Citizen, March 25, 1991
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4 sent him to jail. Along with a fel­
low pen pusher, both of them be­
came the martyrs of journalism.
We all shouted ourselves hoarse 

campaigning for their cause. The 
Buhari—Idiagbon administration 
turned a deaf ear to our pleas. Then 
came the human rights regime and 
both got a presidential amnesty, and 
they returned to the fold, making 
and selling news.

A few months back, one of the 
martyrs landed a "gofment job" in 
the inner corridors of Dodan bar-

No. Na Bisije 
hence his 

liters relat-
, I marrying a girl 

girls that are ths 
gcand ^u.8h^_wh ot. ltisin 
freZdith (traditions of the Prophet 
SAW) that marrying a virgin i 
Savirtue. And good - 
are enjoined to copy the Prophet 
(SAW). 

 rou-

The baronsU “ BaronMaisa)' mQSt poten
TT TTear them. not select a recite them.
H Baron Maitasbi — Let us verses, say W Even that is too

tenof drugscandc.
(0 ometimes you wonder how racks as the >

the oppressed people of the number ”JGunmenand blazes.
world suddenly become the Abracadab changed so

oppressors when they liberate them- Holy cow- tn him m his
selves from bondage. It is happen- raP^.da7s could not_recogn'» 
ing with jews in Israel and also here mellow day protective ot

him. He^de over-reacted on

result?Well>^ded on fellow 
musdes and d^.ble? But it hap- 
journalists-1 but our own

H 
prayers 
to Allah for His infinite mercy in get­
ting us out of the clutches into which Maitumm  u:c
the ousted military rulers put some Baro prison, hen
of us. Baron Maiyasin - Please offer ha n ^^^95 on mat 
prayers, I mean special prayers for lac ation> 
the auspicious occasion. 1 8 Maitasbi — Gn , y
Baron Maiyasin — In the name of decree that 40 verses 5 °u
God, most gracious marciful. Gen- c c^tej Baron Maiyasin 1

is considered to Ire 'Ire hrerl of lhe 6a‘“n)jly) dnmdered, J,'he ’I-"1 
Qur'an as it concerns the the Holy co „
Prophet (SAW) and the revelation now __j gest every-
which he brought. It is appropriate Baron f should recount his
to recite it on this occasion. It con------------ .-------------------
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from the military boys.
All Barons —Hear! hear! Begin

ago one of our colleagues in this pen muscles ’"“/^dible? But it hap- Nanene — When I ar"v^
pushing profession from the stable journalists" clse but our own discovered that my bnd
■ ' - - pened nowhere Q mUlion view- ™ ,bsconded from her matnmo-
_________ ________ ___  ____ NTA, *e doy pen roan sent hduring my painful so- 
a name when the draconian Decree ers. Th® -ves to NTA n®^ca^ joum in prison. She is still at arge.

th® P^^be Followed. The image
tion shouldJeanlU5ed. should w^snoteven consummated because
maker was Usts refuse to bend soldiers snatched me from her 
wretched lomri b eblew th her brought her
rules for his 8d tbe two diligent e bridegroom. Poor me.his whistle and ^h for * h b d gT _ from
joun^ gHoX’s for a thriller ^same^ as Nanene)- Do not 
their work- H absolute power Hme ovcr trivial personal
on ‘he absolutely? matters. We are to discuss senousthat corrupt^------ ----- ------ matt*

---- —ra^scTonly whi* I rou- to Your tossas; a 
tainS 83 - -overal limes. . to the new husband or partner.

---- t ft is indeed a relief to the young girl
, to marry a youngman of her age— 

,nitow—- not an old crony like you. Why
Baron Mailasbi — Let us verses, say ‘ Even that is too h ldamanin his late fifties marry
■open the meeting with Baron Na *hree verses plus the & teenager—because he has money

as usual and thanksgiving tong. j g Surat of the Qu an influence? .... * ssr •h_h.h.m. "i—d»"

« “ SS - - * -?«;! S3 X•— —
hereby
U j commanded.

world suddenly become the

selves from bondage. It is happe"- 

at home. The wise sage said that 
"power corrupts and absolute power 
corrupts absolutely". The distin­
guishing hallmark of a sage is to be 
able to make generalisations that can 
stand the test of time. Not too long 
ago one of our colleagues in this pen

house of the custodians of "con­
science is an open wound, ’’ made



busy.

IMOYO EBA

Indigenes of Lagos serve Imoyo Eba

150 g

20 g

DRIED CASSAVA AND MAIZE
CASSAVA FUFU

125g

sides of the pot. Cool partially and gods.
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the cassava fufu leaves the sides of 
the mortar and forms a lump. Eat as 
other thickened carbohydrate foods.

Ingredients 
Grated dry 

cassava
Ground dry 
maize
Water

Metric 
WOg

Metric 
250 g 
85 ml, 

230 g 
190 g

a little water and reheat by steaming. 
Serve unpeeled with pepper soup or 
prepared pepper. Each person peels

Ingredients 
Cocoyam 
Palm oil 
Dry fish,flaked 
Onion, chopped 
Salt and dry 

red pepper
Scrub and bake or boil the cocoyam 

in its jacket. Peel and mash. Add salt, 
pepper, palm oil, flaked dry fish and 
chopped onion. Place on the fire and 
stir for 10 minutes, turning to prevent 
burning.

This could be served with a salad or 
cooked vegetable as a complete meal.

Peel and soak the whole cassava in a 
clay pot for 4-5 days. Grate, sieve and 
allow to settle. Pound the starch resi­
due (raw cassava paste) in a mortar for 
five minutes to bind. Place in boiling 
water in fist-sized balls. The balls 
should cook for five minutes without 
breaking up in the water. Remove and 
pound for 3-4 minutes. Drop the 
pounded cooked cassava balls into the 
same water again and boil for another  
ten minutes. Remove and pound until with a wooden spoon until well thick­

serve with okro soup or a leafy green 
vegetable soup. (Dried cassava and 
maize already combined are sold in 
some markets; prepare with water as 
above.) 

The very young, small (10-15 cm) sec­
ondary corms of a variety of Xantho- 
soma are collected and cleaned well. 
Dry them in the sun for three days. 
Place the unpeeled cocoyams on a thick 
support of elephant grass or raffia in a 
large thick pot. Add water to just reach 
the cocoyam and cover the pot tightly. 
Steam for four hours, adding water as 
necessary to prevent the cocoyam from 
scorching. Pouroffthe water and allow

Ingredients 
Wet starch 
Palm oil 
Water

concentrated on bringing you African 
dishes. Tasty mouth watering recipes 
from the continent have graced this 
page. Our selection of recipes shall 
come closer home with assorted Nige­
rian dishes to enrich your collection. 
As from this week extracts from the 
book (Nigerian Cookbook) by H.O. 
Anthonio and M. Isoun will ensure 
that exciting recipes are featured to 
keep an adventurous cook busy.will 
become partly translucent. Cool 

jer 
and thumb to 'cut' the starch into bite-

570 ml
or more

Use ground dry cassava (lafu) pur- to stand overnight. In the morning, add
chased in the market. This is not garri * 1;w1« -------
as the cassava is not soaked to prepare 
it. Mix the cassava, maize and water
in a pot. Cook, stirring constantly his own cocoyam and dips it into the;

ened. Continue for a few minutes This is a very traditional seasonal treat 
more when it will draw away from the said to be a favourite of certain I jaw
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Recipe corner --------

Staple foods  
7! jT rom inception, this column has CASSAVA STARCH 
JP concentrated on bringing you

African dishes. Tasty mouth 
watering recipes from the continent 
have graced this page. Our selection 
o f recipes shall come closerhome with 
assorted Nigerian dishes to enrich 
yourcollection. As from this week ex­
tracts from the book (Nigerian Cook­
book) by H.O. Anthonio and M. Isoun 
will ensure that exciting recipes are 
featured to keep an adventurous cook

Metric 
60 g 
15 ml 
140 ml 

rStarch as sold in the market is usu­
ally in solid chunks which are not 
completely dry. If dry starch is used, 
more water will be required. Dissolve 
the starch in water. Rub oil over the 
bottom of a thick skillet. Pour in the 
starch and water mixture and turn on
theheat.Stirconstantlywithawooden MASHED COCOYAM 

 spoon until the starch forms a soft 
trass. Themasswillbeopaqueatfirst, 
but with continued cooking and press- uagos serve imoyo uutnn. «

With stews. It can be served with any
soup or stew and adds considerably to 
the food value of the garri. 
'-----j’ S Metric

435 ml
i-5s 

margarine or oil and

stirring constantly. Cook for 2 minutes 
turning constantly. The consistency 
should be firm to the touch and not 
sticky or too soft.

Ingredients 
Garri, finely 
sifted 
Margarine 
or best grade 
palm oil 
Fish or shrimp 
stock 
Salt

Boil the stock w.
salt. Pour in the garri little by little, slightlybeforeeating. Useawetfingi 

r' i, t and thumb to 'cut' the starch into bih
sized portions which are then dipped BOILED COCOYAM CORMS 
into the accompanying soup or stew. *--------------------------------------------------
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S.A. Jegede

Pierre Meunier

Teacher is administrator 
He is also stamps collector 
He seldom meets a contractor 
He is for morals a booster 
No one calls him collaborator

No one needs to pity the teacher
He is serving the Creator
Who is ever able greater
He Himself will reward the teacher
With medals in the-here-after

Abdulkadir Babajo

Teacher a commendable creature 
Even though he draws a vulture 
It is only a caricature 
Helping his pupils to capture 
The common sense of the real pic­
ture

Teacher a wretched navigator 
His pupils in trambulators 
Other goods are to reach the rotors 
Each item goes to escalators 
Teacher having finished the quota.

Teacher is never a master
For the ones who call him the master
They themselves have nothing to 
master
When they are holding the sceptre 
They themselves will play the mas­
ter

Goats and Sheep
Goats and sheep 
are gamboling 
on the highway, 
free of worries, 
impervious to the threats 
of the "Yellow fever" 
controlling the traffic. 
They go their own way, 
in a wave of wolly hair, 
and a concert of noisy bleats.

It is my duty to master
All the skills of the incubator
For hatching these eggs for a roaster
Who is waiting in a coaster
For trading in my cluster

I am a teacher
O my God you are the Master 
You've sent me with a duster 
Amid toddlers who cluster 
Some on wounds they have plaster 
I have my call as a teacher

(poets’ 
j nest

Teacher responsible character 
He is never a job deserter 
For he has young ones to nurture 
Sober, never a drinker 
He has moral battles to conquer

Teacher a poor navigator 
His crew mischievous drifters 
Even goods have few guarantors 
All are handed to some characters 
Owners' accredited collectors

A student nurse's prayer 
LORD,
Today I've laboured, 
And I come unto you 
Because
I am tired of the
Everlasting tidying-up 
Of the wards. 
And the smell 
Of disinfectants; 
Tired of pills and 
Tablets and 
Spoonfuls of stuff; 
Tired of sights 
Of dressings, 
Of unsmiling patients, 
The faces of pain 
Upset of the dead.. . 
Tired of eternal calls 
The 'nurse,'
Tired of nursing sisters'______

L it Bllklsu Vl
Constant insistence 
On perfection, 
On total nursing care; 
Tired of temperatures .. . 
Pulse, blood pressure, 
Lord, I am tired. 
Take this tired 
Empty shell that is 
ME, 
Fill it with interest, 
Your love, 
Vigour, inspiration, 
That tomorrow 
I may be ready 
To give myself to 
The patients that 
I've given my pledge 
To nurse, 
To love, 
Again and again 
Help me, 
Lord

They have passed, they have gone, 
the goats and the sheep, 
into the high grass of the bush, 
leaving behind 
a doud of dust.

POET’S NEST
Digory in labour
K I M hose who take pride in 

their jobs derive pleasure 
-LL from their toil. Every job 

has its exciting aspects and of 
course its hazards. So the teacher 
loves his students as he teaches 
what he loves, and the nurse dis­
likes the trauma that hospitals 
provide to patients. But the 
shephard watches his flock as the 
faces of nature reveal itself while 
the goats and sheep are oblivious 
of his care.

I am expected to cater
For the little ones with adapter 
Keeping the flocks in the centre 
People are watching the meatcr 
Always admonishing the teacher

Teacher is just a navigator 
Ships are voyage vessel floaters 
Goods are owned by shoddy char­
acters
Whether tanks or heavy tractors 
They are passed by the inspectors
Citizen, March 25,1991
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athletes more room or chances to ex- with &yea v
press themselves. The new rule 
which has been ratified by the Fed­
eral Ministry of Youth and Sports 
and would now apply in all the in­
tra—zonal sports festivals in the 
country forbids any athlete who has 
either represented the country twice 
in international competitions or has
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to be saying, in line with cessftil application of the new rule at
that the **—-.Hnnal sports festival slated for

: punches during the festival 
because it might affect the athletes' 
morale and lower the standard of 
intra-zonal and national sports festi­

vals."Personally, I believe the decision 
is not the best for the country. I don't 
see how the standard of our sports 

improve if buddingathletes have 
stars to compete against", said 

t an interview with 
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By Joe Olajuwon

Tijjani: supports the

enoe,skillsand high standard of their 
older colleagues who would still be

badly at the All—African Games", 
he predicted. Yohanna Waziri based 
his argument on what he called the 
poor standard exhibited by many of 
the athletes who competed in Kano. 
He backed up his claim by the time 
of 32 minutes returned by the win­
ner of 10,000 metres as against 30

SPORTS
Bauchi next month.
^TTSJhe new restriction also re-

1 ceived sharp condemnation 
from a veteran athlete who 

happened to be one of its first vic­
tims. He is long distance runner 
Yohanna Waziri from Kaduna state. 
The new condition of eligibity im­
posed on the intra-zonal is wrong 
according to him because the young 
and upcoming athletes, no matter

competitions. Malam Tijjani also dis­
missed the argument that upcom­
ing athletes would not meet up to 
the standard expected at interna­
tional competitions if they were 
given preferential treatment. The 
newly discovered athletes, accord­
ing to the zonal co-ordinator, would 

minutes returned by the winner last be exposed to the necessary experi- 
year in Kaduna. Kaduna state track 
and field coach , Charles Yayock

with eligible to compete side by side with 
them. "The new rule will not create 
a vacuum any where because the 
young athletes have something to 
aspire to. The rule only affects ath-

sports festivals and have repre­
sented Nigeria in international com- 
|r | M petitions twice".
I he zone six coordinator 

J_L sparked off another contro­
versy when he described Nigerian 
track and field coaches as lazy lots 
who want to make names with ready 
made athletes. Any coach worth his 
salt, he explained, should be able to 
groom athletes from the grassroots 
and turn them to stars.

The coaches however rose to de­
fend themselves. Charles Yayock, 
while admitting that some Nigerian 
track and field coaches perform farWaziri: condemns the rule that made him ineli­

gible to compete at the festival.
how well endowed, would not be 
able to aspire to beat older athletes.

Instead of a complete ban on cer­
tain athletes, Yohanna wants the 
Federal Ministry of Youth and 
Sports to classify zonal and national 
sports festivals into junior and sen­
ior categories so that every athlete 
will be able to take part. The three- 
times National Milo Marathon cham­
pion who could not compete in Kano 
predicted that even after the Bauchi 
festival where our team to the Sep­
tember All—Africa Games in Egypt 
is to be selected the country sports 
officials would have no choice but to 
fall on the skills and experience of 
old athletes by the time the final trial 
for theCairo contingent is to be held. 
'If they insist on using only athletes 
picked at the national festival in 
Bauchi, Nigeria would perform
Citizen, March 25, 1991

them are hampered by lack of nec­
essary facilities to work with. Some 
ofthem, he said, are underpaid and 
were expected to produce fantastic

you can bring grassroots athletes to financial backing from theiremploy- 
limelight", said Yayock. ers.

The coordinator of zone six, Mal- 
lam Tijjani Yusuf stoutly defended 
the new festival rule. Since the focus 
of the zonal sports policy is to groom 
athletes from the grassroots, there 
should be a deliberate policy to en­
courage those athletes, protect them 
and bring out the best in them, he 
reasoned. The old or stars athletes, 
he said, are not threatened because 
they would have chances to com­
pete in the series of Amateur Ath­
letic Association of Nigeria (AAAN) 
classics and other competitions 
where they could qualify to repre­
sent the country in international

also agreed 
Yohanna's claim that 
there wasa drasticfall in 
standard in Kano festi­
val as against that of 
Kaduna. Coach Yayock letes who have participated in three 
however did not believe ----- ‘ '------------------------- —
it has anything to do 
with the ban on older 
athletes. He said the ath­
letes did not strive hard 
at the competition be­
cause they felt there 
was not much at stake, 
sincesome of them were 
told that the festival was 
meantforselecting those 
who would represent 
the zone at the national 
sports festival in Bauchi.
"But I believe the condi­
tion banning certain   
athletes does not go far below expectation, said majority of 
enough. The Federal ’ ' 

Ministry of Youth and Sports should 
have excluded all athletes who have 
competed once in the national  
sports festival. That is the only way result with little or no material and
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From abroad

Maladies
Poelist.

//v
From 

Ibrahim 
Sheme

Roving Reporter — He roves 
for news — he doesn't always get it. 
He robs for brown envelope — and

bloodied, kept to the grindstone on 
the sub desk, and he sobs.

Norman Lamont (UK)—If the 
pound depredates during my chan­
cellery of the Exchequer or the poll 
tax cost the Tories a re-election, why 
I'll lament.

Statisticus Irregularitis — 
This is the malady that eats away 
records of every type. In cases of 
severe infection it takes away the 
patient's ability to even keep the 
records in the first place. Figures 
can't be relied upon. Its other vari­
ants are censis irregulantis, elector- 
alitis riggtitis. Cure possible only 
when tribalism disappears.

Citizen. March 25, 1991

Eureka he finds it.
Brown envelope — The spedal 
communique given to the reporter 
by anxious PRO'S who want their 
events publidsed. The larger the

andisniou-----  - ---------o.™.„ - -------------- -
reeled out of of- the longer the story — and the more 
,. incredible!fice.

DSF'N'rIONs
HuMour

man? Well, the differed

a8e ^d certificate racketeering6"*' 

Accountability—The ability of 

accountants. And we all know what 
that is — embezzlement

Policilytis Repeatatis — This 
is a deadly disease that affects the 
policy making jugular of the gov­
ernment And it repeats what it did 

-----  last year and the year before last 
powerless creature with nose, often what it most often repeats is the 

i. x failure to keep to a good policy. No
cure in sight.

Press Freedom - Praise free­
dom. Need we add anything.

holy, VVhat tnat are secularly Mediaman Sounds like a mad Gulp—Thealliancewishestogulp
you is that I a!? i?st trT’n8 to tell man? Well, the difference is small. lhe Gu|f Thc us R wanfc.
this week to so 8°lng °n a holiday He is a watch dog paid to praise sane dam out of power Good! what
lar called Now eifWherein Particu’ policies and bite madmen. stOpS them from toppling him? Self-
quiet, lovely n;^ i *s a sma^b interest. The alternative is Khomeini.
Gi Ve the spam Procc—Thepraise. Praise corrupts, Phew!!!

the poelk°neiSthec°Uead, theother

Press—Thepraise. Praise corrupts, 
absolute praise corrupts absolutely.

Newspaper — A daily sheet that 
makes you glad or mad. If glad you 
keep cuttings; if it cuts you it is a 
good floormat.

Sub-Editor — Sob-Editor, the

a brief lesson i-
°gy-From etymologic itse JL. from etymon meaning the 

literal sense of a word; while logy 
means the study of. Of course. Now 
then holiday. From holy, meaning 
sacred and day meaning day. People 
are not supposed to work on holy 
^ys? Yes, they are. The sabbath is 
a thing of the past, isn't it? But 
whenever you go on holiday, that s 
exactly what you are doing — n°t 
working on days that are secularly 
holy. ’ am just trying to tell

Jloly day
■ irs> - • • .He who pays •ha

inetymol- publisher— (Or better
piper dicta^‘he^n apcr dictates 
still, he who pay, thatrthere are too James Baker (US) —He'sbaked 
the news). ° ound, you can t cake which they are now shar-

thc right papc Pierrer Jokes (France) — De

Freedom — Praise free- Qauue would have disapprovingly 
.t_: ■» said, "there goes Peter the Joker"

From Mawabu Baga
Civil Service Reform - A 
head™Eifi?s2Ce Wi‘h legs buf n°

1 Service Deformed.

Rolling Plan — Roaming plan,

the leTd'e/m Whims and aPricesof Sports Editor—The joker in the 
P°Wer’ media pack.

writ" — writ ac- Night Editor—If birds have the 
Xo through exams leak- ' owl journalists should thank God

— they have the Night Editor.

Director 
General — A 
non-uniformed 
general who di­
rects directors _
ind is himself di- envelope (and greener its contents),

incredible!
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HABIB NIGERIA BANK
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Habib Nigeria Bank Limited
The bank with a difference

•I'ortllarcourt -Sokoto -Tola -Zakiral

HlUXHIirr. MDRBoU^f I.* XdUlM» <.l« HABIB BASB.
ITMBAI <*>■<>. eiMktf I K»|wa,RuM.P<> fr.t'IAAA n~,. | ■|'M t,| «A>1<«09(,iu IUBIBBAMI TtWl !»«»• HSBIX'O Mk

MMTH ■ A.W. A-«»M Itn, AH>At»>>CI UXr.ulHf.t «.u r M A HAS
BKANCmB:-Ab. -Abu>. -Abtokuto -DaucW -Ap.p. •U-6-W -Orc}. -Eortn -toton -Jo. -ljMoa T..’— Itob-a Squarc -R

■lUnolrwl •KanUn KaUlr. •Makarfl -MAlAifurt ’Mtm. •OntlAh* Tort ltarcourt -Sokoto -ToU -Zakin

At Habib Bank, wc know how to treat the customer. We 
offer up to date, state of the art, well researched banking 
solutions.

Our services cover a wide range of regular Business 
Advisory Services and custom-tailored Banking Services.

And,as a growing bank, we arc continuously seeking 
out new ways to help you keep ahead of the times.
So, come to Habib.

A growing resourceful, 
Customer-oriented Bank
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UNION BANK OF NIGERIA

UNION BANK (

W
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At Union Bank of Nigeria Limited, we care about 
your business. That's why we set the pace in the banking 

industry' with our unique Business Advisory Service 
— the first of its kind in Nigeria 

With our Advisory' Service, you can manage 
your business profitably and successfully 
We also assist the small businessman to 

acquire such basic techniques as

UNION BANK—Big,Strong,Reliable
Head Office: 40 Marina, Lagos. Telephone: 665439, 665441

You can depend on

Union Bank
■ A

Our business advice will a 
improve your business profit

Book-Keeping and Management skills Our booklets 
— “Book-Keeping for the Small Business" and 
"Business Advisory Service” can be obtained, free 
of charge, at any of our branches throughout the 
country.
So. why not consult our Business Advisory’ Service 
in any of our branches — Our business service advice 
will surely improve your business profit


