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raising of funds to finance new and existing 
projects.
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number one choice in banking for both big and 
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plus personal attention are the hallmarks of 
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Northern hegemony is a bogey
The controversial 
cliche in geopoli­
tics of this country 
is northern he­
gemony. Now a 
former minister, 
General Ibrahim 
Haruna throws it 
out; It is simply a 
bogey.
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Babangida's in-law Vs nwses
A friend of the hospital, 
Mr. Sonny Okogwu 
turns to an enemy as 
nurses demonstrate to 
protest against Sonny 
and police harrassment. 
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Deputy Editor-In-Chief:
Bilkisu Yusuf

Executive Editor (South):
Kablru Yusuf

Executive Editor (North):
Adamu Adamu

itizen has taken a step further in its 
commitment to giving you the best 
in news and views with the intro­

duction of a forum called "Platform." It is 
indeed a platform through which we 
hope Nigerians from all walks of life will 
share with readers their experiences and 
views on a wide spectrum of issues at 
regular intervals.
We begin the series with a candid, stimu­

lating interview with General I.B.M. 
Haruna (rtd). He sat erect on the platform 
with our crew of interviewers Moham­
med Bomoi, Bilkisu Yusuf and Adamu 
Adamu to debunk a long held view, that 
of Northern hegemony. It just does not 
exist when weighed against southern 
domination of universities, banking and 
the private sectors. He reviews the effect 
of the Orkar coup on the country's geo­
politics and declares Tivland as the breed­
ing ground forNigeria's first coup de etat. 
The new angle to event of the April 22 and 
other controversial issues like the civil 
war, the demobilisation exercise and re­
tirements in the army make the interview 
an exciting expose.
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Iraq still strong
Sir,

Iraq has been blockaded by land, 
sea and air. The trade embargo placed 
on it with the aim of emasculating it 
and forcing it down on its knees has 
foiled. A month after the action Iraq is 
still alive and kicking with no signs of 
going under. The situation has 
reached a stalemate. So what are the 
options for both sides: (1) War (2) Iraq 
be allowed to keep Kuwait (3) Iraq 
withdraws from Kuwait and financial 
settlement be made (4) Iraq be given 
some part of Kuwait (5) Iraq be al­
lowed to drill oil from Kuwait (6) Iraq 
drops all its claims on Kuwait (7) rea­
lignment of forces in the Gulf.
The only viable options therefore are 

3 and 5 which can guarantee Iraq to 
withdraw for monetary settlement. If 
it withdraws its troops from Kuwai, it 
can also be given quota out of Kuwait 
oil.

But the later option is prone to dis­
putesand squabbles arising from time 
to time. So the only way out of the 
quagmire is financial settlement as 
specified in the third option.
Ladan Sani Gusau, 
Department of Building, 
Sokoto State Polytechnic, 
Bimin-Kebbi, 
Sokoto State.

Sir,
1 am a regular reader of your factual 

magazine and have been on your trail 
right from the onset. Since then I have 
not found anything to write about save 
the poor printing quality at the initial 
stage.
Then came your article over the open 

ballot system as decreed by the Federal 
Government. In the said article, you 
gave the merits and the demerit of the 
open ballot system but failed to take a 
stand on whether to implement it or 
not.

I think you should give the open 
ballot system a chance to prove itself.

More over when new ideas emerge,

they should be given a chance rather 
than be killed at the initial stage.

The fact that the system does not 
.temworkonlyifweallworkcollec- • work in other countries doesnotmean 

that it cannot work here. After all, the 
system worked during the wards elec­
tions. Recently, the Canadian Ambas­
sador to Nigeria stated his support to 
the system saying that it has been suc­
cessful in his country and gave sample 
pamphlets to the NEC chairman.
I therefore feel that the system has the 

means of being rig proof as against the 
secret ballot where electoral officers 
connive with party officials to stuff 
boxes with false ballot papers. 
Yakubu Muhd Aitauni, 
Grains Processing Co. Nig. Ltd., 
P.M.B. 057, Azare.

as these arguments are, we 
cannot in all honesty admit that our 
romance with the so-called time tested 
and universal secret ballot system in 
the past have fared better. The voting 
exercises from 1959 through 1983 have 
all been characterised by orgy of vio­
lence and confusion and these were 
what have always provided an iron 
cast excuse for the military to inter­
vene in our political process.

Before the advent of modern party 
and secret ballot system, many of our 
indigenous communities have oper­
ated one form of government or the 
other and have perfected a mode of 
choosing their representatives. In 
many of our communities today, the 
representatives are still chosen either 
by show of hands or by popular accla­
mation. NECs decision to conduct the 
forthcoming elections by open ballot 
system may be a clear endorsement of 
the aged traditional method of voting 
that is still in practice in many of the 
African communities today.

In any case, as some other people 
have pointed out, the issue is not 
which system we adopt to elect our 
leaders. The issue is whether the 
people themselves will allow the sys-

Open ballot wise
Sir,
The recent decision by the National 

Electoral Commission (NEC) to con­
duct December 8 local council election 
using the open ballot system of voting 
has expectedly drew a lot of debate 
from meny prominent Nigerians 
among them traditional rulers, politi­
cians, and members of the academia 
and the press who have all called for its 
abrogation.
Among the reasons being advanced 

by those who oppossed the open bal­
lot system are that it is retrogressive, 
will lead to intimidation of voters, and 
may cause conflicts and enmity among 
communities. In short the system,and 
that is argued, is an open invitation to 
chaos; an antithesis of the democratic 
culture this administration has been 
investing so much money and time to 
build.

Valid

tern to work. A system is as good as the 
people who operate it. We the people 
are the only ones that can make the 
sy=« ...............................
tively to thwart the efforts of men of 
evil intention. Thus the national elec­
toral commission and its field officers, 
the police and all the other security 
agencies must do their assigned duties 
to ensure a 'free and fair elections. 
Above all the political parties must 
drum it in to the ears of their support­
ers that polits is a game and not a battle 
field where victory must always go to 
those with overwhelming force of 
arms or the strongest. The bottomline 
is that every Nigerian whether in or 
out of uniform has a stake in the future 
of this great country.
Abu Mamman Kadi, 
College of Administration, 
P.M.B. 2126, Sokoto.
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The SoyonGca copers 
fTT^ wo weeks ago, the Daily Times carried a 

B funny cd itorial on some so-called Soy- 
JL inka papers which the paper claimed 

were on the verge of being purchased by an 
unnamed American university. Readers of the 
editorial must have been moved to tears of pity 
— pity that Professor Wole Soyinka regarded 
himself so cheaply that, one, he would stoop so 
low to sell himself; and, two, that he would 
allow, and perhaps even encourage, his min-

Citizen, November 12,1990

ions to misuse the pages of a national newspa­
per to create a hoax and try to reap such unjus­
tified benefit from it.
According to the editorial, the unnamed uni­

versity was bidding to acquire all of Soyinka's 
original manuscripts, documents, correspon­
dences and research material for "a few million 
American dollars." Exactly a week later, the 
same Daily Times reported, with much chest­
beating, that President Ibrahim Babangida has

On northern hegemony
■w rom the time of independence, the na- 
M tional question has excited diverse pas- 
JL sion from the various groups that con­
stitute Nigeria. Such passions vary from the 
cynical observation that the country is just "a 
geographical expression" to intermittent calls 
for confederation and the uncritical adulation 
of nationalists and believers in the concept of 
Nigeria as an indivisible federal entity. Hap­
pily, the latter group had a lajger fbllowingand 
the commitment towards evolving a united 
and stable nation from the di verse groups trav­
ersed a broader spectrum. Firm in this belief, 
the nation fought a civil war to remain as one.
However, two decades after the war, a wide­

spread and disturbing trend has developed. 
The North, still perceived as a monolith by pro­
moters of the north-south dichotomy has be­
come a target of denunciation. The size of the 
north and its population were seen as criteria 
through which its indigenes have perpetuated 
their domination of the country, to the detri­
ment of the South which as the later day en­
dowed region controls the most lucrative 
resources-crudeoilandgas. Hope of checking 
this perceived northern hegemony alternated 
unpredictably with frustration and fear, culmi- 
natinginthecatastrophiccoup attempt of April 
22 led by Major Gideon Orkar.

The depth of public anxiety on the Orkar 
coup and his excising five northern states from 
the rest of the country only confirm that the 
national question ought to be re-examined in a 
matured and systematic manner, one devoid of 
sentiments and emotions. Could it be that the 
elites have found in the complex issue of na­
tional question a joker to play when it suits 
them? Should the nation be reduced to a pawn 
in the power game of those whose dreamland

of narrow nationalism is certain to derail it 
from its joumeyof unity? Forone, the north can 
no longer be seen as an intimidating monolith. 
The creation in 1967 of the six and now 11 
northern states was primarily to banish any 
such fears and ensure ease of administration. 
For another, the northern states still constitute 
the country's most educationally disadvan­
taged area. Their quotas and placements in 
federally owned institutions still remain un­
filled. Since Western education more than any 
other criteria determinies job placements, the 
South was placed at an advantage due to its 
earlier exposure to western education. The 
reality is northern under representation in the 
bureaucracy, financial, industrial and educa­
tional sectors. Were statistics to be compiled, as 
it indeed exist for some institutions, the yawn­
ing gap between the north and south would 
silence proponents of northern hegemony.

On the much touted northern domination of 
political leadership, the tenets of democracy 
are hereby called into question. Democracy 
being a game of numbers bestows numerical 
advantage to the north but then not to the 
Hausa/Fulani, the ethnic group that is alleged 
to be most favoured. The minority ethnic 
groups in the North as in the South are reas­
serting themselves and introducing a widening 
dimension to the national question. There is no 
easy option to the issue which assumes impos­
sibledimensions when viewed from the angle 
of the 354 local governments or the 253 ethnic 
groups.

Unless we wish to convert diversity which 
should be a source of strength into a burden, 
federalism still remains the surest guarantee of 

equal opportunity and representation for all.
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stepped into the matter. The president, it said, 
had asked to have the full details of the deal so 
that he could prevent the purchase of the pa­
pers. He could of course only be able to do this 
by offering more than "a few million American 
dollars."

The editorial did not specify how much but 
we could assume that S4 million would be a 
reasonable guess. If the government decided 
to acquire the great Soyinka papers nothing 
less than N32 million would do. We hope all 
this is not true. But Soyinka himself seemed to 
have confirmed the reports when he told the 
Daily Times (according to its own report) that 
his Essay Foundation would need the money. 
He was also, he said, interested in ensuring that 
the papers are "properly taken care of and

frankly expressed or hidden behind an imper­
sonal, altruistic foundation, he should not be 
discouraged. Lethimgoahead and sell himself 
cheap. No one should try to help make the sale 
more palatable and easier for him by pretend- --------- ------------------------------- ------ -------
ing that the government is being invited to buy Daily Times. If it creates and carries atones
in order to stop a national humiliation.

The Daily Times editorial was sure Soyinka 
government instead of the 

ign entity. It said, "As an illustri- 
id icon in the world of letters, 
v,y needs no pleas in order to 

is discretion in favour of his mother-

the papers ■ 
preserved."

Accordingly, the Daily Times called on the 
government to step to stop the deal. The 
newspaper saw, in all this, an insult to Nigeri­
ans as a people. In other words, the offer of the 
American university if indeed any such uni­
versity made any such offer, was an insult. On 
the contrary, we find more than one insult here. 
First is Soyinka's insult to himself and his in­
tegrity as an intellectual if ho really means to 
sell his papers to make money. Second is the 
Daily Times' insult to the intelligence of the 
Nigerian public for assuming that people will 
not recognise fraud even when it is being ____ z________________ ,
committed right before their eyes. history of blackmen. Schombourg certainly can

We think the government should not have not raise the "few millions of dGi»««^  -----------
anything to do with this business. If money is purchaseourpi 
all the professor want, whether such a desire is leave us?

We think there is a lot that is untidy about this 
affair. While getting exclusive stories is not 
difficult business, there seem to be more per­
sonal interest than news worthiness in the story. 
We also know that Soyinka has minions at the

------ .j H uiuuuii uuuars it is ait- uninterested pan 
ficult to see the difference between illustrious of the Associatioi
patriotism and illustrious greed. If Soyinka 
really wishes to sell himself this cheap, he 
ought to try to do so in the market place of 
letters, and not attempt a cynical involvement 
of the government of our country.

Where is ik J— ,v'‘ *
control a public newsp_r_., zr..v..z 
stories and even phonier editorials in order to

force the government to finance a private foun­
dation? The practice worldwide is that those 
with records likely to be of interest to posterity 
bequeath these to libraries, institutions and 
foundations. We find it odd that instead of 
doing any of these, or even donating the records 
to his own Essay Foundation, especially since 
he did nothing more than write essays, Soyinka 
and his friends took the unorthodox route of 
forcing a sale on the Nigerian public.
The Daily Times even lamented that if the sale 

to the unnamed buyer went ahead Soyinka's 
legacy would leave our shores. "In plain lan­
guage, that means that in future any Nigerian, 
even from Soyinka's home towns of Isara and 
Abeokuta, who wishes to consult those materi­
als will need the authorisation of the American 
institution." Of course this may not be the best 
or neatest thing; and we think if Soyinka is as 
patriotic as they say, this fact should worry him 
—not us. Their call to patriotism and national­
ist pride should not deceive President 
Babangida. Thankyou Mr. President for show­
ing so much and prompt concern. Now you 
must tell them to go to blazes.

But to be fair to Soyinka, he himself has not 
claimed that any American university is inter­
ested in purchasing his papers. What he said 
was that he had a proposal from Schombourg 
Library in New York. Schombourg is a public 
library in Harlem dedicated to preserving the 
history of blackmen. Schombourg certainly can 
not raise the "few millions of dollars" needed to 

>rofessor. And so where does that

favourable to him, therefore, this should not 
, ------------ -------- surprise us. But this should:

would sell to the government instead of the The editorial that started it all sprang from 
unnamed foreign entity. It said, "As an illustri- nowhere; the story that followed it had no spe-
ous patriot and icon in the world of letters, cific by-line. Both the editorial and story were
Soyinka probably needs no pleas in order to strengthened by the views of Professor Femi
exercise his discretion in favour of his mother- Osofisan and it was unclear when or where he
land" made them. Perhaps Osofisan himself is not an
Certainly "for a few million dollars" it is dif- uninterested party in this affair. He is president 

cf the of Nigerian Authors, many of
whose members expect to receive grants from 
the portion of the "few millions of dollars" that 
will go to the Essay Foundation. Why is the 
purchasing university not named? The Daily 

eminent of our country. Times editorial spoke of an offer from this uni-
it done that because your minions versityallneatwithcalculationsofmillions,but 

public newspaper, you get phony neither the paper nor the professor would name
lipr P^ifnriilc in -*■
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should feel he has a right to misuse his position 
to advance the interest of a friend or benefactor

United Nations at 45
changes within the Soviet Union the world 
must attribute the end of the cold war, Ger­
man reunification and the incredible prog­
ress made in disarmament. The U.N. does 
not score high on conflict prevention and 
containment of intransigent nations such as 
Iraq and Israel in their occupation of Kuwait 
and Palestine only because of the double 
standard and misuse of veto power by 
members of the security council particularly 
the United States and Britain. It can be 
argued that Iraq would not have invaded 
Kuwait and remained adamant in its non­
withdrawal stance if it had no Israeli prece­
dence of non-compliance with U.N. resolu­
tions to follow. Herein lies the challenge to 
composition U.N. security council. Perhaps 
the time has come for a review of the perma­
nent status of some of the members of the 
security council to reflect the aspirations of 
the 159 countries represented in the body.

When this issue is adequately addressed, 
the U.N. would rid itself of one major ob­
stacle to success of its conflict management 
role.

The U.N. in fostering cooperation among 
nations is financially committed to several 
development programmes especially in the 
Less Developed Countries (LDCs). Its vari­
ous bodies, UNESCO, UNICEF, ILO, 
UNDP, WHO, ECA and FAO were estab­
lished to take care of diverse aspects of

made a huge success. U.N. concern about 
poverty and disease that afflicts the LDC's is 
being reflected in regular review of the state 
of the world's most impoverished countries 
with strategies adopted to alleviate them by 
specialised regional bodies like the ECA. 
The debt crisis, balance of payment prob­
lems and the vicious cycle of poverty it 
triggers will remain the most crucial devel­
opment problem the UN will be forced to 
address in this decade. Its successful han­
dling of this would foster greater confidence 
in its humanitarian pursuits.

he United Nations Organisation 
I marks its 45th anniversary this year.
■ For an organisation that rose from 

the ashes of the Second World War its suc­
cess should be measured not only by its 
ability to prevent a third world war but fos­
tering peace and cooperation among na­
tions.
Bom out of the cooperation of the allied na­

tions that brought Adolf Hitler to his end in 
1945, the UN charter was signed in San 
Francisco on June 26,1945 and enforced on 
October 24 of the same year. Since then 
United Nations day is celebrated on Octo­
ber 24.

As the world's peace factory, the UN has 
sought to minimise conflict among nations 
while taking due cognizance of its inability 
to give teeth to its resolutions. Its charter 
also defines it as a socio-political organisa­
tion steeped in all aspects of humanitarian 
endeavours while emphasising mainte­
nance of universal peace and security. It has 
pursued this objective by providing a forum 
for global dialogue that has diffused the 
ticking time bomb that conflicts worldwide 
have assumed.

Sadly, this birthday comes amidst tension 
unleashed by the Gulf Crisis on the rest of 
the world. More than ever, military inter­
vention to force Iraq out of Kuwait appears 
imminent. It is an option that the U.N. has 
never explored in its 45 years. It will do well human needs. In this regard the body has 
not to consider it now. With its economic ---- - 1------------------- TTWT ------
sanctions against Iraq fully enforced, the 
U.N. is likely to continue the pursuit of all 
diplomatic avenues for the settlement of 
this festering Gulf sore. As the shadow of 
war looms larger over the world, the inter­
national community is that the super-pow­
ers are further from it, having replaced the 
cold war era with that of positive dialogue.

Had the U.N. engineered Perestroika and 
Glasnost it could have taken credit for turn­
ing the world from a spectre of third world 
war. But it did not. Yet it is to these internal

The Daily Times has an obligation to tell us so 
many things. Public institutions like newspa­
pers — even if they are not publicly owned — at the expense of public good.
have a sacred duty not to deceive. No one
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to our rescue. That 
before Pearl Har-

wo weeks ago, the United 
Nations Organisation cele­
brated its forty-fifth anniver-T 

sary.
The world, or the European van­

guard of it, had gone to war in 1914 
against a Germany that had become 
too strong — a big threat to other 
powers that wanted to be as strong. 
But did the cause of the war have 
anything to do with the spread of 
communism?
Prior to 1914 there were attempts to 

implant the new ideology in Ger­
many before circumstances changed 
owing largely to the stout resistance 
of the German nation. A year later 
communism overthrew Russia's 
monarchy and allied itself to the rest 
of capitalist west to fight the Ger­
mans in the inconclusive first en­
counter.

Perhaps, now with the demise of 
communism, the final story might be 
told. Meanwhile we can assume that 
the wars were fought to destroy the 
concept that "Might is Right."

The United Nations created in the 
wake of these conflicts recognised 
the worth of man and the essential 
equality pervading the human race. 
So, declarations of equality, were 
made. And the world declared its 
abhorrence to racism and other prac­
tices that gnaw away at equality. 
While the first world war was essen­
tially a European affair, the second 
saw the entry of the United States of 
America to aid the Allied Powers, 
and the involvement of Japan on the 
side of the Axis Powers.

For a world that studies its major 
conflicts on the presumption of Ger­
man guilt, some facts can be jolting.
When the Allied powers convened 

the Nuremberg court to try war 
criminal, the indictment specifically

charged Germany with having 
"planned, prepared, initiated and 
waged" war against the United King­
dom, France and the United States. 
Someone added anonymously. "It is 
odd to read this and then recall how on 
that fateful 3rd of September 1939, 
Britain, of her own, volition declared 
war on Germany, followed a few 
hours later by a very reluctant France; 
that Britain declared war on Japan, as 
previously agreed and publicly prom­
ised, immediately following Pearl 
Harbour; and that in reciprocation, the 
U.S. Government declared war on 
Germany at the same instant; but 
(then) we are not lawyers."

Also as pertinent might be consid­
ered a remark of Mr. Beverly Baxter, 
MP, in the House of Commons on 19th 
March, 1941 replying to statements 
made by Mr. R.R. Stokes. "Had he at­
tended the lunch for the new Ameri­
can Ambassador, he would have real­
ised that the speeches showed that at 
last the great continent of America — a 
continent slow to come to a decision, 
but coming with irresistible power 
when it does so come — is now in this 
war and is coming 
was nine months 
bour."

Well, of course the Japanese also are 
guilty, aren't they? Some people even 
see a tinge of racism in this accusation.

," Malcolm X asked, "didn't the 
Irop its atom bombs on the Ger- 
The Japanese didn't start the

had a field day.
Specialised agencies created by the 

UN had done valuable services to 
fight some of the real and more con­
crete problems of man but the mili­
tary concern dwarfed all else. Beside 
the rivalry among the so-called First 
World nations and the possibility of 
conflict with the Second World, the 
nations of the Third World were of­
ten fighting their own people or each 
other.
The UN itself is divided. The Gen­

eral Assembly comprising all nations 
is clearly a more representative body 
than the Security Council which is 
more powerful with its veto wielding I 
members. Leading nations of the 
western world which pride them­
selves on their adherence to demo­
cratic ideals threw these ideals away. 
No, they leave you with no other 
conclusion, there is no equality in this 
world. How can the great United 
States be at par with Burundi? How 
much docs Rwanda contribute to the 
UN, to UNESCO, to UNICEF, to 
WHO, to FAO and to the funding of 
multinational peace keeping force? 
What nuclear mega tonnage d< 
Africans have?

Thirteen weeks ago, Iraq invaded 
Kuwait. What impudence? What do 
these Third World nations think they 
are? They think they can do as the 
powerful US does and escape? Poor 
Saddam thought he could learn by 
example: the US had invaded and 
bombed many countries in the last 
two decades. No one could say any­
thing. It was wrong to invade or 
bomb but might made it right.

• years of strenu­
ring itself about 
juality, is finding 

that it has become

It was wronf 
but might maov 

The world, after 45 y 
ous effort of deccivii 
unity and utopian eqi 
it difficult to admit th 
an arena of bloodshed, racist dis­
unity and deceit. It may need another 
45 years to put its house in order. But 
what will it have been without the 
UN?

"Why,' 
West di 
mans? 
war."
While the immediate post-war world 

was emerging from a "might is right" 
conflict, the new world found itself 
slowly sinking into the morass of ideo­
logical schism. The Allied powers that 
fought side by side were now mortal 
enemies.
The ideological enemies—the United 

Statesof America and the Soviet Union 
—split the world into two. Resources 
became committed to preparation for 
war — hunger, disease and ignorance
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Northern hegemony:

are £ 
more disenchanted. Hopes <------
because the situation doesn't give

Our first guest on the Platform this week 
is Major-General I.BJVf. Haruna, who, 
through his years in public service and by 
the virtue of the various positions he held, 
has accumulated a wealth of experience.

At various times, he was the General 
Officer Commanding, GOC, 3rd Marine 
Commando; GOC, 1 Mechanised Division 
of the Nigerian Army, Kaduna and Federal 
Commissioner of Information. He estab­
lished what is now Bonny Camp and deliv­
ered the operational orders of the civil war. 
After his retirement from the army. Gen­
eral Haruna returned to study law at the 
Ahmadu Bello University. He was a 
member of the 1989 Constituent Assembly 
and present chairman of National Insti­
tute of Policy and Strategic Studies. He is 
from Garkida, Congo la State:

CT: You recently celebrated your 
50th birthday .How was life then and 
now? Is the quality of our life as a fact 
and expectation declining?

IBM: Life expetancy in Africa was 
40 years if one managed to survive 
Malaria, Bilharzia, worms, etc. Now it 
is supposed to be 47 years. As for ex­
pectation, nowadays when you leave 
school, there is no job, ifyou have a job, 
there is no house. If you have a job and people the comfort of great expecta-
a house, the job hardly pays. Then we tion. The manpower is there, the abil-
carried wood for mama to cook. I grew 
up in Kaduna and Zaria. We walked 
the streets to pluck mangoes for self­
sustenance. Ifyou didn't have enough 
to eat, wouldn'tyougotogonandankali 
and roast some?It was enjoyable. Of 
course if you had a new pair of shoes 
for sallah, it was cause to celebrate.

These days children don't walk bare 
footed. In those days it was the excep­
tion. If you had a new shoe you don't

ity is there, the will power is there. It is 
the goodwill, trust, the managerial 
capacity, and vision that are declining.

CT: Would you attribute these to the 
citizens, system or leadership?

IBM: The problems of the economy, 
if it is to blame, is in one category, 
religious bigotry another. The totality 
of the problems, cannot fall on one 
person. Everyone makes his own — 

J J  contributions one way or the other, 
want to wear it you want to carry it on cither in perpetuating, blaming , 
your shoulder, let your feet go into the maintaining the status quo or in doing wneiner n as u»- ......
mud instead of the shoes. People now nothing which leads to solving noth- cal elite, they arrive

Haruna: domination a bogey.
getting poorer, they are getting ing. We are part ofthe problem and the

re disenchanted. Hopes cannot rise solution but if we're not solving them,
then we are part of the problem.

Specifically, the elite and the lead­
ership. The leadership of the economy 
cannot be considered in isolation from 
the political question. The economic 
situation cannot be removed from the 
foresight and perception of the de­
signs of those who are in a position to 
take decisions. Our situation is the 
result of yesterday's decisions. Those 
decisions were made by the elite under 
two assumptions. One that they had 
the mandate to act on peoples' behalf.

Second, the nation has been in the 
realm of military dictatorship. So, 
whether it is the military elite or politi- 

_____________: at one decision 

Citizen, November 12,1990
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Ojukwu: not my contemporary.
Citizen, November 12,1990

’n: hero of the three-year civil war.

a8ain, prospectively I cannot categori­
cally say What thc Third republic is 
going to become. The second republic 
d>d not fail because of democracy. 
There are alot of blames.

CT: Some would say it failed bo- 
cause of it.

IBM: True, because it is easy to 
personalise faults. Failure is a bastard. 
Success has so many relatives. We 
personalised the failure of the second 
republic. It broke down because that 
system had its limitations. The mo­
ment it came across its most formi­
dable limitation, that is, resources, it 
broke down. And my fear about the 
third republic, really, part of it, is the 
ability to finance democracy. Thc gov­
ernment is aware of this.

CT: You can trim down the cost of 
democracy.

IBM: Wchave trimmed it down, but 
still it does not mean that we have 
brought it to bearable cost. What we 
have to look at is the average produc­
tivity of the person and what will be 
spent in order for him to demonstrate 
his participation in politics. From our 
national income we have to look at the 
cost of democracy not the cost of being 
a representative. You take the cost of 
mobilising democracy to the grass­
roots to make it possible for Malam Idi 
to be able to throw a piece of paper in 
a box.

L 
Gowoi 

ievethatif 
a 

c*rcum- 
----- <ing 

go into politics 
' context of 

5 for?
relevance. 
What am I 

I've r 
politics as the 
making 
open. I 
with them and

?!

using certain factors. Their sense of 
judgment, have brought us to these 
major problems. For example, at inde­
pendence, we were an agricultural 
country. We did not take the decision 
that would turn our agriculture from 
subsistence to sustainance. There are 
lack of soda! mobilisation, infrastruc­
ture, communication and political dis­
unity.

The lack of foresight of the leader­
ship is to do with the discovery of oil 
and wealth from God-given resources 
accruing in cash. Now, an accumu­
lated application of that new found 
wealth, one way or the other should 
havegiven us, perhaps a different situ­
ation than we have today.

For instance, the rehabilitation of 
the damages of the dvil war carried 
out under a military dictatorship de­
cided on a programme of social and 
infrastructural investments, expan­
sion of the economy without giving 
comparable intense and organised 
investment in the agricultural sector. 
If they had worked out correctly, we 
shouldn't be importing food. But be­
cause those solutions were wrong 
we've ended up importing food and 
the raw materials for thc industries. In 
many cases these industries have not 
even taken off.

The whizz-kids in the leadership 
did not do their homework properly, 
and the priorities we chose, have 
proven that they were not sustainable 
assumptions. Take technology. We

underestimated those w.

Technology is an inbuih 
tdea resulting from expert 
once and labour with to? 
tents of secrecy. They use

be indigenous. YouTeam 

and experiment. You may 
come out with things that 
are crude. There are wcn 
known Nigerians in Europe 
and America, those who 
comebackand find the situ- 
ation beyond their patriotic 

8° buck and are 
utilised there properly X,1
contribution. In in y n'akc 
-^“-aybemomuse

The decision to e- »-• 
must be looked at in thec^_:

Jhat am I looI£~ 
* 1 going to contribute? 

■ not taken the choice lo <„• 
------a more positive wav <

parcel of it Part and

you have much hZin th°

newbreed. The institutional 
mechanism of democracy the 
operational modalities aTd the 

responses of all these to the law 
and its relevance to the people 
Ih’j T^^T1"0 ,he s“ress of 
the Third Republic.

Democracy does not create 
jobs. >t is a system, a process. In 
ll,g cnd a manifestation. So
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There are many factors but one of the reasons 
is that we do not have a realistic reward system. 
Lack of it opens the way for people to take 
chances.

crisis.
Although we con say that it is wrong, 

improper, damaging, the circumstances, 
are meant to be sacrifices to cure certain 
political greed. It is important that people 
understand that it is not a craving for an 
ideal society, rather it is a desire to correct 
certain notion for a growing society. I 
would love to have been in the army, a 
general at 38 and a field marsall at 65. A 
young lawyer hopes to become a Senior 
Advocate of Nigeria. The issue has an 
inherent and inbuilt contradiction. It has 
social conflicts which we are trying to 
harmonise. It is a hard pill to swallow. 
CT: Is the sacrifice worth it giving your 
experience?
IBM: It might be worth while for me. 

but he is virtually Generally, it is a challenge that should be

of government must be sold. Actions 
should be sold in a manner that they arc 
accepted.
In a mature nation, you have elders who 

have retired from high posts of public 
service, as ministers, generals. In a grown­
up nation you should have such people. So 
Nigeria as a fast growing nation should not 
be without retired generals. If they make it 
by 32 - 33 and retire at 38 • 40, it is still good 
for the nation. It still holds as a promise for 
the young ones. But as the nation grows, 
perhaps the age limit will also grow.

The judiciary retires supreme court 
judges at 65. At 65. a supreme court judge 
is just so mature mentally, to give exccp-

people use their position to enrich them­
selves. One using his position to guarantee 
perpetuity. The other is using his office to 
assuage his being, by conjuring sympathy. 
These arc corruption. You arc paid to pro­
vide some service, but can it work if you 
arc r~* 1J----- •
because of who: il will encourage. Il is a 
level of consciousness. Il starts with indi­
vidual commitment. With the ordinary 
man. it is expected. But il is also for those 
in authority.

Some private companies have it as their 
business ethic, not to give bribc.Thcy may 
send you a Christmas card and a diary. 
Others give bribe for everything; even the 
ones they arc entitled to.
There is no government that has not faced rclircmcn*s. some people were retired to 

the problem of corruption in public and PTCVcnl ^cm from becoming generals or 
private life. the Chief of Army Staff. Or it is to make
CT: It appears to be more pervasive now. surc 11131 groups of people are per­
is it because of the poor state of the ccon- Pctualcd- These can be killing. So policies 
omy or lack of will? “f-------------- •
IBM: There arc many factors but one of 
the reasons is that we do not have a realistic 
reward system. Lack of it opens the way for 
people to take chances. Here is somebody, 
he has gone through the university, genu­
inely passed in second class upper, he 
cannot find a job. A failure or a third class 
holder gets a job and in six months is 
promoted.
CT: The high turn-over of individuals in 
the public service, army officers is a bit 
worrisome. Wouldn’t the army be better 
off if the officer corp is a bit more older? 
IBM: It is a proposition which can be true.

tional judgement for very critical circum­
stances that can touch on the mood or the 
security of the nation. Our prayer should be 
that one serves with honour and integrity, 
people should not see it as the end of one’s 
participation in the growth and develop­
ment of this country. The high turn-over in 
society in itself is not a bad thing, it is the 
end use of it and one must always warn, the 
fact that people retire prematurely is no 
excuse for those who arc in the system to 
think that they must generate sclf-enrich- 
ment because of the insecurity. To 
counter-balance it, there must be some­
thing to ensure that at the end of the road, 
the basic things for which a man has gone 
to school, left school and has gone to work 
for, gets it
If a man can honestly work a number of 

years at the end he has a roof over his head 
and his children; he just needs something 
to eat and if he is sick he wants to be cured. 
It is not that people be given the opportu­
nity to own mansions. Many of us have 
done the wrong thing because of poor 
orientation. The reason is, we do not some­
times see ourselves as magnifying social 
problems or presenting social problems, 
rather we see the setting where I want to do

NEC, MAMSER are part of the cost. The overriding importance is that we look
If we can afford it that way and do it upon it as a medium of solving political 
accurately to promote good govern­
ance and happiness of the people, then 
it will be worth it.
CT: What do we do about corruption? its 
manifestation?
IBM: The manifestations of corruption 
from top to bottom are so many. It is not 
easy. Social pressures lead people into 
corruption. If we have honest people, 
working honestly and spending the budget 
in the right place and amount, some of the 
pains that force people to be corrupt will be 
reduced. A man will close his eyes and take 
a bribe, not because he is not against it, but 
he has a dying child and he cannot buy 
medicine for his dying child.

How many times do you hear a police­
man say, "wetin I go chop?" The motiva­
tion is not fraudulent t 1 .1___", _____ v,--------------- -------------------
using his position to beg. In some instances worthwhile for the nation, we understand

' ' ' why it is done, but sometimes policy
makers take things for granted. That is 
where the danger is. If you don’t explain 
your policy then people are free to give it 

arc paid to pro- their own interpretations and to pitch it
n it work if you withintheconlextoftheirownunderstand-

'• not paid? I do not give money as bribes mg. It is very easy to hear that in the recent

things for myself that make me happy. 
However, there are people in position and 
leadership who must sec that they have 
ceased to be themselves. They have actu­
ally become public property, even their 
privacy is of public interest
CT: Orkar, in his coup bid alleged that 
some army officers are retired to make 
room for particular persons. There are also 
claims of northern hegemony and a na­
tional question.
IBM: Some of the issues Orkar raised arc 
so personal. Historically, the Hausa con­
stabulary, the Royal West Africa Frontier 
Force were built up by the British drawn 
from the tribes they considered as fighting 
tribes in Nigeria. Mostly from Bflchama, 
the Jukuns, theTivs, from Niger, Gwandu, 
Sokoto, Kanawas and Bauchi area. They 
were supported by clerical staff who were 
mostly drawn from the south because of

Citizen, November 12,1990
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olitical 
ity and 
ic clcri-

Hassan: first military governor 
_________of the north._________

This is what people should recognise. 
There are people in this country, if you 
nytted where they come from, in nine cases 
out of ten executives in Lagos at the top, 
they will not tell you. Our sense of geogra­
phy is that odd. There are people who will 
interview you, say where do you come 
from, if I say I come from a village in 
Garkida, they say where is that, I say in 
Gombi. They’ll say where is Gombi? In 
honest fact, he docs not know. And when 
you even tell him that it is in Gongola Slate, 
then he will ask, is that near Wukari?

The so-called northern hegemony, cve- 
jws is apolitical gimmick, some 

cry caliphate, some talk about North and

it doesn’t suit them they talk about Chris­
tianity and Elam. Some of these things arc 
so irrelevant and irritating.
CT: Enough to worry them or cause 
worry?
IBM: Yes, they arc enough to cause worry. 
But the consolation is that leaders should 
recognise the factors that can be used 
negatively or positively. If you use it nega­
tively you breed trouble, positively, you 
create harmony.
CT: They arc easily recognisable, but have 
they been effective?
IBM: Yes. When the elites fail to gain 
prime positions they begin to use this in­
strument to out-manocuvrc others. It 
started from the time of Zik and Awolowo.

/can 
an Igbo man win a parliamentary scat? He 
has to go back to the cast and use the Igbo 
as his base for political influence. But 
things arc changing and people ought to 
reshuffle their political thinking and in­
strumentality.

The young man Orkar, either did not

^ow the history of this country or was 
politically inept. He didn’t even realise 

at where he came from was the founda­
tion of military coups in this country.

On the issue of federal character, the 
so diets who staged the first coup had 
experience, not just from the Congo, but 
because they were used in the Tivs riots. 
And so those who were behind them had 
appreciated that they could use them as an 
instrument of imposing political power in 
Nigeria.
CT: That brings us to the issue of the civil 
war and your role. What role did you play? 
where did you serve? Did people outside 
the military use these soldiers?So we had a situation where the follower­

class in the army were predominantly 
southern.

This situation has become synonymous 
with other fields of endeavour in this coun­
try. It has interfered with our pol 
problems. Talk about the universitj 
the teaching cadre, the hospitals, the i 
cal, the private sector, banking sector. 
Their origin can be traced to the nature of 
colonial evolution. So it is nothing new, 
that is why our constitution gives it recog­
nition.
What happened before our coming? The 

southerners were fighting themselves in 
the Nigerian Railway Corporation, the 
Nigeria Airways, Nigerian Ports Author­
ity. There is always the accusation that one 
tribe or one ethnic group is dominating the stanco irom uic umvui z-ia
public sector or body. The issues of our From Lagos to Ibadan, they ask, how 
post-independence politics is actually :--------
what today we call the national question. 
That time, it was only recognised as the 
problem of minorities.

In whatever semantics they arc de­
scribed, the issue boils down to equal 
opportunity, equal representation, fair­
ness, social justice. These arc what wc arc 
striving to achieve. Even if the 1966 coup 
was right, it was wrong for soldiers to kill 
fellow soldiers who were in the minority of 
the leadership class. It didn’t take a politi­
cal scientist to know that sooner or 1 atcr the 
followership tribes will react. If you do that 
in labour you will have the same thing, in 
politics too. So, in terms of northern he­
gemony, there is no northern hegemony. I 
think that people use political terminolo­
gies as an instrument for achieving certain 
political aims and objectives. In reality 
today, there arc 354 local governments, 
each one of them will like to sec their sons 
as generals, bank managers, joumalistsof 
repute or a governor.

their traditional possession of Christian 
education.

People talk of Northern hegemony; they 
should understand the tribes’ share and a 
crucial turning point The turning point is 
that tradition and part of the military train­
ing have been the immediate post-inde­
pendence situation where they sought to 
introduce educational qualifications for 
promotion to soldiers. Soldiers who were 
erstwhile just good soldiers, they can 
shoot, they can carry gun. Then for the 
officers, it turned out that not only the 
educated northerners wished to join the 
army, but many southern indigens also did. rybody knoi

—- j —i--------- -- ----------- J uium; .
South, some Hausa/Fulani, Ibo/Yoruba. If IBM: I wasn’t part of the rebellious few. 
it doesn’t suit them they talk about Chris- but I was a commanding officer in April 

1966. I was a major. After the coup, we 
realised what was happening. In 1965 as an 
officer in charge of logistics and material 
supplies, materials like armament were 
going into the workshop. For some rea­
sons, revolt did not come out. The reason 
being that Victor Banjo was ahead of mein 
the workshop and he was part of the plot. 
They were collecting these things (arma­
ments) so that they could later use them. 
The same thing with Anuforo. Nzcogwu, 

etc. all were there collecting arms. People 
were not close to see what high-catchment 
they were getting. From what happened 
after the coup, it was a deliberate attempt to 
swamp the north and stop it from getting a 
prime participation in Nigeria’s political 
affairs. Those of us who were young in 
Lagos for the first time while in transit for 
training abroad knew the kind of feelings 
that generated. You were like strangers 
just coming into their fatherland, or like 
aliens coming to Lagos.
CT: What was your relationship with 
Ojukwu, Victor Banjo, Nwachukwu, Nz­
eogwu, Anuforo personally and profes­
sionally.
IBM: Nwachukwu and Anuforo arc my 
contemporaries, wc went to Ghana to­
gether in the same group with late Murtala 
Muhammed, Major-General Muham- 
madu Shuwa (nd), Bisalla, Ebitu Ukiwc. 
Anuforo was a very ambitious man. He 
was working in Kaduna in the radio house. 
His brother was running aradio station also 
in Kaduna. They lived in Abakpa here. So 
we knew ourselves. Ojukwu, was not my 
contemporary. I only knew that there was 
an Oxford son of a rich man who was 
brought cither to join the army or to be­
come something else. I got close to him
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Up to today, the derided northerner does not have 
control of the high turn over of goods, the economy. 
Yes, he sits over the table, the policy comes to him and 
he makes it. And they interpret that as the real power.

16_________________________ _
when he joined the ordinance services. 
Between him ar.d I was General Effiong 
who was director of ordinance services. I 
was in Lages, Murtala Muhammed was 
commanding the depot, where all military 
arsenals etc. are kept. I was then the 
Commander of Army logistics.

Il was then I got to know Ojukwu and 
Banjo. My knowledge is not as close pro­
fessionally as my knowledge of the late 
Mannalari. Lt.-General T.Y. Danjuma, I 
knew, commanded the Nigerian Military 
School. NMS. They were the prime pio­
neers. Maimalari, I knew because he was 
also a commander and that is the first 
person who taught me to use ammunition.
1 much admired him...
The Tiv riots, you know how it was engi­

neered. Creation of Bendel State, you 
know how it came about. Frustration with 
the elections. But the concern in all these

People should appreciate that they should 
not want to grab everything. This is what is 
happening. The truth is that some of the 
thing you may have to say may be sadden­
ing to unity, but that is the truth. The truth 
is bitter. Some of the time, rather than 
engendering friendship and understand­
ing, it will bring enemity. As a Nigerian, I 
am glad, welcomed in the East They have 
good roads, nice buildings. That does 
credit to the ingenuity of the people. But 
what does that speak of me who went to 
fight them? My relatives arc still in mud, 
thatched houses; If I have a house they 
insult me.

As for my role, at the beginning of the 
civil war, I was recalled from a course 
in Britain. On my return I was made 

igos Garrison Commander.
the commander I had to make

sure that reinforcement, logistics, sup­
port were provided mainly for the 
protection of vital areas in Lagos. That 
is how Bonny camp came into being. I 
established a camp and called it Bonny 
Camp. It was holding the troops for 
short time training and familiarisation 
with riverine operations. We train and 
take them across the water, go to 
Bonny, the first landing port. 1 estab­
lished the headquarters at No. 5 Koffo 
Abayomi Street, Victoria Island, 
which is now the Brigade of Guards 
headquarters. And if I am not mis­
taken that was perhaps Alhaji Musa 
Yariadua's house when he was minis­
ter in Lagos. He is the father of Major 
General Shehu Musa Yafadua (rtd). 
The Airforce took the one next to it. It 

’ jarters.
I was commanding Lagos Garrison 

and of course the incidence that hap­
pened worth mentioning was when 
Ojukwu started his air raids on Lagos. 
Then the second important incident 
was when Bendel was overrun by the 
rebels and Victor Banjo was coming to 
Ibadan to declare the republic of 
Oduduwa.

That was a nightmare for us because 
we had to quickly assemble whatever
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was available to hold them from ad­
vancing into Lagos until such a time 
that the commander-in-chief would 
decide and appoint a commander.
From that first incursion, I was work­

ing in Lagos with Major General 
Armah (rtd) and Major General Ejiga 
(rtd). Ejiga from Ikeja was told that we 
had troops that just arrived from the 
north, take them, give them arms and 
make sure nothing crosses Ore. Then 
he was later joined by Late Colonel 
Ibrahim Taiwo. We had to go through 
out Lagos to all the units to retrieve 
arms and ammunitions from them to 
give it to the people who are necessary 
for the protection of the borderline. 
When Murtala succeeded through his 
campaign and took Onitsha, subse­
quently I took over from him as Gen­
eral Officer Commanding, GOC in 
Onitsha in 1967/68. Not long after that 
my command was in Bendel State. I 
was recalled to Lagos and took over as 
Quarter Master-General till the end of 
the war.

For the first two weeks of the war I 
was Shuwa's rear commander. He was 
in Makurdi, I was in Kaduna. My sec­
ond in command then was Colonel 
Yakubu, the now known contractor of 
Songhai. My civil war role properly 
should start as the initial rear com­
mander to 1 Division.

Late Brigadier Bisalla as chief of staff 
gave me and I delivered the opera­
tional orders of the war to the com­
mander and when one looked at it, it 
was like a child's play because those 
operational orders took effect within 7 
days. This led to police action but 
when things started it went on for 30 
months.
CT: What is your assessment of the 
Ikemba of Nnewi, Chief Odumegwu 
Ojukwu and his cause?
IBM: My assessment of Ojukwu is that 
he is a politician. His mind is dead 
clear. Upto today, if Ojukwu has a way 
to manoeuvre to be the president of 
Nigeria, he will be, notwithstanding 
that he has been president of Biafra. 
That is Ojukwu. He knows what to use 
power for and why he should want 
power. Of course when he got it in the 
east he wanted to keep it. That is why 
we had to go to war. We didn't go to 
civil war because Igbos and Hausas 
could not agree. We went to war Be­
cause, he said no, 1 nearly used a swedr
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political problems is the belief that the 
north is underpopulated. And if there are 
no people, how come so many of them 
have been given opportunity in the hierar­
chy of government? I think we arc still 
being tolerated in high places.
CT: Tolerated? 
IBM: It is part 
raised the national ques 
some people have the p 
omy. power in die military, they arc per­
petuating northern interest. But people 
don't look at the total picture of Nigeria 
and how we arc participating in it. If they 
look at say banking, you’ll know that he is 
not the beneficiary of the banking transac­
tions. Where is the money? Where is the 
real thing that improves our daily living? 
It’s not there.

Up to today, the derided northerner docs became unity headquj 
not have control of the high turn over of 1 ••'■**• '
goods, the economy. Yes, he sits over the 
table, the policy comes to him and he 
makes it- And they interpret that as the real 
power. It is unfortunate because people do 
not want to see how we arc sharing This 
man is on the table, he is not selling any 
dung, the other man who is not part of it. he 
is selling exhaust pipes and tyres, he is 
making profit he is sending his money 
back to the village to build mansions

of this that some people 
:stion. They believe 
power in the ccon-
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tradition of the British, from where we 
emerged, you don't invite a general 
and tell him you're retired. Worse, I 
was not just a general, I was a cabinet 
minister. You can't do it in a political 
party. It is not like the Lord Profumo

Murtala: ruled for 
only six months.

IBM: Ojukwu is saying that he needs 
no forgiveness. The Igbos are now 
saying that the rebellion is not 
Ojukwu's crime, it is our crime. So if 
you want to bring Igbos back into the 
Nigerian society, you will have to 
bring him in because we all rebelled 
and we all have surrendered and we 
lost the fight so perhaps in the spirit of 
what Gowon said "No victor, no van­
quished", Nigeria has put herself in a 
special class of civil wars where there 
are no victors no vanquished. Since we 
are not victors, 1 can tell you part of the 
problem this created, we cannot really 
say that certain sensitive positions or 
issues cannot be given to certain 
people because they were part of the 
rebellion that sought to dismember 
this country.
CT: Are you on the reserve list? Be­
cause there was a controversy recently 
between Danjuma and others. I think 
General Hassan repeated this asser­
tion that there is a reserve list. His 
contention was that there is ...
IBM: I support Danjuma's position. I 
don't know anything called reserve 
list. Who is on reserve, reserve to who? 
CT: We are made to believe that it is a 
military tradition that once you reach 
the position of a general, your service 
is assumed to be continuous and that 
you can be called upon at any time to 
serve the nation in a state of war.

word, this guy Gowon cannot be head 
of state while I am here.

At Aburi again, he said no, if we are 
not sharing power where we are equal 
Gowon can not be head of state. So as 
far as he was concerned he had to be a 
head of state.
So he became head of Biafra. Now he 

doesn't mind coming back, if he has 
the opportunity. Nigerians are very 
generous and forgiving.
CT: Ojukwu fought Nigeria he was 
defeated and ran away. The second 
republic politicians brought him back, 
but till this day, he has not apologised 
and he was not pardoned. You as an 
ex-soldier, a lawyer and as a citizen, 
how do you see this? He hasn't re­
nounced rebellion.
IBM: And he has been forgiven. Now 
as soldier, of course, if you lose it is a 
court martial and you are fired for 
rebellion. In this case he ran away and 
returned. The thing one will ask is, did 
the president have powers to forgive? 
Looked at it in the academic sense, the 
powers in the president as exercised 
under the constitution is to give par­
don, prerogative of pardon. In this 
case, one would say there is a ma n who 
was accused, who overtly had com­
mitted a crime but he was not put on 
trial.

As a lawyer, well, the state has the 
right to prosecute or not to prosecute. 
The right thing to say is that the state 
has refused to evoke its powers of 
prosecution, but has not forgiven him. 
The forgiveness, perhaps, is the jour­
nalistic way but in law, it is declining 
to prosecute. You prosecute and try 
and find the man guilty. Even if you 
have done all this, he has not yet been 
found guilty, because he has not been 
charged. But the state has used its 
prerogative to waive prosecution. 
Once that happened, under the consti­
tution one is presumed innocent until 
proved guilty. So, he can still say, to­
day I want to be president. I did noth­
ing. He can say the Igbo people wanted 
a war, they wanted to fight I was their 
leader, I am still their leader, and as 
you can see, I did not commit any 
crime.
CT: What of as a man who witnessed 
the horrors of the war? How would 
you look at Ojukwu's position not 
renouncing rebellion?

case that everybody had heard that he 
had done something with Rice Davies. 
Or Gary Hart in America he enter­
tained a Miss Rice. Profumo had Rice 
and Hart had Donna Rice. You see, if 
you are running for presidency, you'll 
do well to avoid any rice woman.

In the British tradition, when you 
sign as a soldier, you normally sign six 
years with the colours, three years 
with the reserve, or that after nine 
years you are entitled to gratuity and 
three years in the reserve. Then after 15 
years, you are entitled to gratuity, 
pension and retirement. Ka gama ka aje 
kaya ka yi shanya ka tafi. Renewable and 
three years in the reserve, you have 
some pension to start a new life.

After 12 years and three years in the 
reserve, that is 15 years, they give you 
pension and gratuity. You can serve 
moredepending on what rank you are. 
We have no such tradition with offi­
cers... The tradition with the British is 
that every officer is commissioned into 
a regiment to which he is accepted. If 
they don't accept you and you are 
commissioned you go into anyone cf 
those services you like. If you are an 
officer, a Grenadier, Coldstream or 
Welsh guard, they havetheir tradition.

It's like if we have the tradition of 
guard regiment in the Emirate of 
Kano, if you are commissioned into 
that regiment, you knew how far you’ll 
go. If you are commissioned into 
Coldstream, you know your father 
was never a general, a Count or Earl or 
something, you know that you are 
ending up as a captain or major, after 
that you are going out. You can never 
become colonel of the regiment. We 
don't have that tradition.

What we have, is a contract of em­
ployment where you have volun­
teered to go and the contract is defined 
by statute. That is our tradition. To test 
it, one would have gone to court, but 
you'll note that when the second re­
public constitution was made, they 
put it in a clause, which exempted the 

 administration of General O1 usegun 
IBM: Whose military tradition? By the Obasanjo from any liability for unla w-

...i---------- ful termination of engagement. You
cannot sue.

There is however a recent very im­
portant decision of the supreme court. 
The essence of that decision is that 
when you are in the federal public
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war in their territory and of course we 
had a time when the western army 
officers had power to repatriate all 
northern troops out of the west as well. 
This is part of thehistory of the making

IBM: Well, as the federal forces, under 
Major General Muhammadu Shuwa 
were compressing the rebel-held ar­
eas, they sought to expand, by taking 
over Bendel State and declaring it the 
Republic of Benin. The plot then was as 
soon as Republic of Benin was de­
clared, the troops from Biafra were to 
move under Victor Banjo's command 
and take over Ibadan and declare the

He said no, if we are not sharing power 
where we are equal Gowon can not be head 
of state. So as far as he was concerned he had 
to be a head of state.

18_______________________
service, you are not serving the crown 
and therefore except by the proper 
legal termination of office, you 
entitled to serve the nation.

Unlike the crown which can termi­
nate your services, the state is the per­
sonal property of the crown. In a fed­
eration, by the constitution you have 
equal rights. You can retire me from 
being a commissioner, that 1 did not 
volunteer but you can't retire me from 
the army. I got in there to be an officer 
of the state like you did. So your right 
over me is dictated by the law.

I commit an offence, you institute a 
court martial etc. When you say come, 
keep your uniform and go, I can take 
my gun and shoot you. After all, you 
are a soldier, I am a soldier, by what 
virtue are you there? Isn't it by the 
gun? I shoot you and declare myself Republic of Oduduwa. Things didn't
----- : ------ 1—i.. -1— -u—*- — work quite that way. As soon as 

Bendel State was overrun and the 
declaration was madeand then Gover­
nor David Ejoor was deposed but not 
found, the neutrality of Bendel State 
which he declared ceased to be neu­
tral, therefore, it gave more or less 
licence and authority for the federal 
troops to liberate the Bendel State, this 
was done under the command of 
Murtala.
As soon as Murtala liberated Bendel 

State, he proceeded to capture Onitsha 
by direct crossing from Asaba. Two 
attempts proved disastrous, finally he 
had to do it by going round through 
Lokoja, Abagana then Onitsha. Well, 
that more or less closed in the rebel 
enclave and confined it to across the 
River Niger.
CT: When you refer to this Banjo's 
attempt or even Oduduwa are you 
implying that he had a different 
agenda from Ojukwu?
IBM: No, he was actually together 

paper to with, who was this guy now? Sorry, 
ar., ’/."th names just disappear, they were

?ry due respect, he said when Orkar strictly under the battle strategy of 
•icn/t Aim Ojukwu's Biafran war plan. When

Port-Harcourt and Cross-River state

president, somebody else shoots me 
and takes over. The man who shoots 
last properly becomes president. That 
kind action is imminent.

The civilised way is to sue in court. I 
can be reinstated because in Common 
Law, you cannot force an employee on 
an employer. Here, the head of state is 
an employer, he can purge a public 
servant and reinstate him in the public 
sector. That was the decision in the 
case I referred to which is a proper 
decision in our case as a republic. The 
provision is there, you can sue, but 
some of us are taking it in good faith. 
There isn't a piece of paper that says, 
Major-General Haruna has served the 
Nigerian government as a soldier from 
such a year to such a year.

There is no such thing, how can 
anybody say that you're in the reserve. 
There is no reserve, no statement of 
retirement, no testimonial.
If I wanted to go and ask for an inter­

national job, and say look I have been 
a retired general, there is no p-;— 
show for it. General Hassan, with 
ever-J------- \ v ~ *
excised five states, that he would 
mobilise all the retired generals. We're 
all here, yes. We'll be ready to mobilise had been liberated, it was purely the 
a nd may be go to fight but, it will not be Igbo speaking enclave that was left of
constitutional. It will just be another Biafra. The Bendelites did not want
Yormie Johnson and Charles Taylor 
affair.
CT: The Oduduwa-Banjo case. We'll 
like you to give us some background 
on how that happened.

of Nigeria, at one time everybody was 
belonging to a part. You know the fate 
of Banjo when they failed Ifejuna — 
the other name I was talking about, 
Common-wealth gold medalist in 
Nigeria in the end were both shot 
under Ojukwu's orders, as we were 
told.
CT: What was the conflict between 
Gowon and Murtala that you referred 
to?
IBM: Normally one does not expect in 
a military culture to have a disagree­
ment between a senior and subordi­
nate, but the history of power making 
made that kind of disagreement pos­
sible. This is traceable to July 29, effects 
of 1966, when as you well know Mo­
hammed and others in Lagos were 
very much in command of the troops. 
Military etiquette demanded that 
more senior officers were given defer­
ence, except by reasons of other wide 
political considerations. For reasons 
put together, Gowon took over as the 
head of state. Between them it ap­
peared that the military policies were 
divergent in implementation. I would 
say that Murtala stood for more dyna­
mism and speed for curbing Ojukwu's 
rebellion right from its inception. But 
Gowon was more schematic of proce­
dural matters.

So the two military lords failed to 
agree and time came when Murtala 
felt like he was not going to remain a 
soldier for long if things stood that 
way. He had gone on casual leave, in 
Kano when the incident occurred. He 
was recalled to take over command of 
the division. As a matter of co-inci- 
dence, when the 1975 coup that 
toppled Gowon took place, he was out 
of the country.
CT: Were you involved in any coup? 
IBM: Let me put it this way. I wasn't 
aware of the January coup even 
though many of the operators were my 
friends or colleagues. Those of us who
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Obasanjo: gifts arc private matter.

"8 
har

iter or commissioner, 
my career 

mising FES-

ment for about two or three days. 
When Go won was toppled in 1975, I 
was there. I was briefed.
CT: Before, or after?
IBM: I was briefed. On the day of the 
coup there was a flight for us the com­
manders to go to Lagos and sort out 
matters. I know I had various officers I 
could depend on. They were frank as 
to tell me everything and gave me the 
choice. Everything put together, I 
went along with them. Eventually we 
got to Lagos that day and the inner- 
core of the planners landed in Lagos. I 
gave up my appointment as GOC to 
become a minister “ “~ 
that is how the exit of : 
started. From there to orgai 
TAC.
CT: How about General Obasanjo's 
book? You said you have not read it? 
IBM: I read the excerpts. I bought a 
copy. Something struck me and I 
thought to myself, now I am going to 
read it. I thought it was very, very 
mean for a writer and for a head of 
state, to say in his book that Major 
General JoeGarba (rtd) gave himapair 
of shoes. He tried it on and it did not fit. 
That General Garba went to find out 
whether he had worn that shoe and he 
said no. General Garba went back and 
collected the shoe which Obasanjo had 
given to his ADC saying it was not fit 
for the ADC.

You see, I thought it was bad. To 
admit that I am taking presents from 
my immediate surbodinate to me is 
bad. Worst of all to portray that officer 
to have done what he did. I have read 
"My Command". Sometimes, I wander 
how some of our leaders take us, as 
kids in a kindergarten? If you are the 
head of state of a very important na­
tion like Nigeria, you are communicat­
ing to the world and is that what a head 
of state should say?

It's not that people don't give gifts. I 
am sure corporate bodies give gifts to 
Mrs. Reagan, Mrs. Bush, but it is per­
sonal. If you are my junior, I give you 
gift I think it is private. Who would 
want to read in a book that I went on 
tour as your minister and brought you 
a pair of shoes, it ridicules us as a 
people. Somebody should have edited 
the book or told the former head of 
statethatit was not a matter fora book.

Honestly a book should made inter­
esting reading. I don't know the mo­
tive of writing it. It has commanded so 
much controversy where people start 
going into the archives to look at 
where the council's decisions that 
were taken in respect of appointments. 
We thank God that since he cared to 
write we can put him and examine him 
and criticise him, perhaps if he did not 
write we will live by the things we 
know but unfortunately we still think 
that he could have done better.

As a writer there are a lot of things 
about governing this country that 
people would like to know, that are not 
being said, and the things that are said 
are not the things that really interest 
serious people who are interested in 
governance.

You contrast it with "Just Before 
Dawn" by Kole Omotosho, you will 
know that reading that book, there is 
somebody who is addressing serious 
issues about his country and he has not 
ruled the country, just picked up mate­
rials here and there. Someone may 
want to know about what are the po­
litical intrigues that took place in Nige­
ria reading "Just Before Dawn” you 
would see some indications. A Nige­
rian who was not old enough at inde­
pendence in 1960 would want to know 
what took place, it is history to them.

Here is a head of state, I often say I 
owe no grudge to Obasanjo, I still visit 
him, I go to him anytime as a col­
league.

There are things that we owe 
people as their trustees and by virtue 
of what position we held and certainly 
one should be able to make the distinc­
tion between a private and a public 
matter. Ifyou are writing about public 
experience, public trust, matter, you 
do that. There are times, when we 
knew that the late Prime Minister 
during Sallah would send rams to 
friends of the government and so on.

As a nation with culture, if a man as 
head of state doesn't have the means, 
the government should make that 
means available to him because it is 
part of our culture.

CT: Mr. Allison Ayida claimed that 
when Obasanjo was offered the lead­
ership of Nigeria, he said he didn't 
want to be shot like a fowl.

IBM: I tell you why I think it was a

were in Lagos were all in Late Briga­
dier Maimalari's house having the 
usual party for Gowon and others for 
change of appointments. I was a 
youngman enjoying myself, dancing 
the night away. It was early hours of 
the morning when we knew that 
things had happened. The pity was 
that I was with Lt. Col. Largema talk­
ing, about 230 — 3:00 a.m. After we 
left Maimalari, I told him, "Kai rankai 
dade mujemuyisuhura gidana daga nan." 
I was living nearby. He was a senior 
officer but we related very well. That 
was more or less the last conversation 
I had with a senior officer that was to 
me like a guardian angel.

In the morning, my sergeant major at 
Lagos, Wambi told me Maimalari had 
been shot at the Polo Club. That was 
my first information and shock about 
the coup. One of the planners, Major 
Chukwuka, we were at Sandhurst had 
been to my house over the weekend 
but he never said anything.

In July 19661 was a unit commander. 
I was not in Nigeria. When July 29 
event took place I was in Germany 
with the then Quarter-Master-Gen­
eral, Lt. Col. Kcshi. We were visiting 
arms factories in Germany and we had 
with us Colonel Sule Apollo. We were 
shopping for arms when it happened. 
Colonel Keshi said we must return. 
Sule and myself said we would not go 
home, we were shopping for arms for 
Nigeria and Nigeria will still continue.
We continued with our mission. Ke­

shi left us in Germany. We proceeded 
to Italy to complete our assignment. By 
the time we got back, about three days 
after or so, the situation had normal­
ised and there was a government. If 
you remember there was no govern-
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Some of the issues Orkar raised are so personal.

Gwandu, Sokoto, Kanawas and Bauchi area.
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The same thing when you look at or­
ganisation of the coup, that is the same 
coup where I read an excerpt that says 
ifT.Y.Danjuma,soso and so, emerged 
together, you must not shoot, what 
does that mean?

Of course, we cannot always tell 
whose hands is at work when certain 
things happen. They can be the long 
arms of CI A, they can be the long arms 
of Gadaffi, they can be the long hands 
of Mossad. Whosoever long hands it 
is, the fact is that when you put the 
pieces, you ask why?. I have been 
asking myself — why did Obasanjo 
say "ah I am reluctant?" You don't 
want to be the head of state? Don't be 
the head of state. You take it, then you 
start performing as you really wanted 
it and acted like, but he acted like he 
didn't want it. The fact is, look, we had 
Balewa, Murtala all were overthrown 
violently. Shagari's coup could have 
been bloody too but for Bello Kaliel. A 
first class officer, unfortunately we do 
not value them. He did his job as an 
officer to protect the head of state to 
death.

CT: Does the ethnic factor also play 
an important role even in Journalism.

IBM: We do not use all our energies 
to do our politics. If it was a northern 
minister being tried the southern press 
will go to town, the files would have 
been out. But when it is our own fight 
we don't fight for our people, we still 
don't fight for our people. You see, if 
you are a northerner, God bless you if 
------- ---  _ — -—i can y0U 

’strength of your

joke. I have my own personal query. 
There is a man who presented himself 
as a reluctant head of state, but you 
must have read what was reported 
about a grand design. The grand de­
sign had something to do about what 
happened between Obasanjo and 
Awolowo. When I read that report, 
that on the night of the coup that killed 
Murtala, Obasanjo was at Apapa with 
Awolowo till the early hours of the 
morning. Nothing explains his move­
ment from there to the morning when 
Murtala was killed to the time he hid 
himself.

How feasible is it that I should be­
lieve that somebody else who is far 
from looking like him was shot in the 
mistaken belief that he was the one? 
Dumuje doesn't look like Obasanjo, 
their flags were not like Murtala's. 
Dumuje was flying my flag when 1 was 
chief of Ordinance Service, he does not 
have the colours of the supreme head­
quarters. So as far as I am concerned, 
my belief is that it is all part of the 
design to misdirect mislead, misin­
form or whatever as to who to believe. 
As far as I am concerned my own belief 
is, they were part of the conspiracy to 
disorganise Murtala's government. 
And my personal conclusion is that if 
you are a muslim head of state in this 
country use double security, but that is 
politics.

There are things that we should not 
be heard to be saying because, it will 
endanger the peace we are looking for. 
We habour it not because they are 
competent or but because you are 
what you are and what you can do but 
Nigerians must learn to accept that 
those who are in leadership positions 
preaching the embracement of disci-

Historically, the Hausa constabulary, the Royal 
West Africa Frontier Force were built up by the 
British drawn from the tribes they considered 
as fighting tribes in Nigeria. Mostly from - aptoeeyou 
Bachama, the Jukuns, the Tivs, from Niger, have to hold it by the: 
y-,____ B - — competence.

__________  — —By Mohammed Bomoi, 
_ - -__________________________________ - --------------- ------ Bilkisu Yusuf and Adamu Adamu.

Haruna: still strong at fifty.

pline cannot be seen to be saying these 
things because it may have a hot effect. 
You can go and laugh, but I tell you, 
when you print it, there are people 
who will twist it over there, make it 
headline. That is when they will put 
my photograph. If I say the right 
things and the decent things they 
won't. We have got the thing which is 
wrong, now we can use him —■ they 
will blow your photograph and put 
that thing and everybody now will 
say, ah! this is a hater of Nigeria. But 
you know this is a threat. We have to 
recognise it is a threat.

CT: Obasanjo said that he was sent 
to A wolo wo's house by Murtala but he 
never said what his mission was.

IBM: I keep cuttings. I have it 
somewhere. I read that article and my 
mind started wondering. Something 
must be wrong. This grand design has 
more in it than can be told to the 
public.lt was only recently that he said 
why he went there. That article did not 
say why he went there. He went there 
for what? Why for so long? Who else 
was there? All this are not explained.

public.lt
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A
Aka Bashorun: organised the 
abortive national conference.

The mirroring of SAP
Only a month ago, some vociferous critics of the 
government had wanted to examine SAP.

he October 24 worldnet dia-
B ' logue on Nigeria's imple- 

mentation of a structural 
adjustment programme, SAP, in the 
eyes of the American audience, may 
have gone the way of all previous tele­
vised satellite interviews put on by the 
United States Information Service. But 
for Nigerians it has a special signifi­
cance. First, the topic, SAP has been a 
'no go' subject, on which the govern­
ment would brook no debate. Just last 
September, it aborted a national con­
ference organised by a few of its most 
stridently vociferous critics. That a 
month afterwards, Nigerians in Lagos 
and Ibadan were allowed to ask ques­
tions about SAP marks a significant 
shift in policy.

Their questioning of Dr. John Wil­
liamson and E>r. John D. Sullivan, both 
Americans, described as "distin­
guished economists", revealed the 
citizens' weak economic pulse. The 
questions ranged from the too obvious 
to the rather embarrassingly very 
awkward. For instance, a man in 
Lagos asked whether Nigeria, or any 
other country for that matter, imple­
menting SAP, would get an indem­
nity, against failure. A newspaper 
editor in Ibadan wanted to know 
whether any cushion could be pro­

vided against the potential political 
instability that the economic and social 
pains of SAP might cause.
The responses of the two American 

gentlemen were mostly insincere, to 
say the least. One can perhaps guess 
why: Dr. Williamson was once an ad­
visor to the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF), the economic devil's ad­
vocate. Nigerians who watched the 
televised interview considered some 
of the Americans' recommendations, 
like the one about inviting Hong Kon- 
gans to teach us entrepreneurship as 
very cynical.
Then there was their comment about 

Nigeria's budget deficit being too 
large and they recommended a regula­
tion of government expenditure to 
enable government "live within (its) 
budget". They also suggested some 
tax reform as a priority policy meas­
ure. Interestingly, the American gov­
ernment is groaning under the weight 
of an unprecedented huge budget 
deficit that pitched President George 
Bush against a Democrats-dominated 
Congress, which wanted the deficit 
reduced by making the richer Ameri­
cans pay higher taxes. But the Bush 
government did not want to alienate 
its Republican constituency by going 
back on its electoral promise not to 
raise taxes.

Financing the budget deficit is one of 
the several facets of the structural ad­
justment programmes which many 
developing countries have been called 
upon to adopt. Citizens of such coun­
tries who know the pains of SAP only 
too well should be curious about the 
implications for the international eco­
nomic system if the almighty United 
States were to be asked to walk the 
path of structural adjustment too. But 
this is not likely to happen for the 
reason that the two American discuss­
ants gave in the programme: the U.S. 
economy has a much wider base and 
so can absorb the shock waves of the

budget deficit better.
Both men quibbled about the political 

equivalent of economic "conditionali­
ties" which western donor govern­
ments and financial institutions give 
for making loans and grants available 
to needy SAPped countries.

They commended the abolition of 
the commodity boards as a sound 
policy. The "unexpected good result" 
of that decision, according to them, is 
that the Nigerian farmer is now getting 
a good price for his crops.
But at the same time they feared that 

there is yet no real take-off of export 
industries, saying that the time to have 
them is now. Apart from oil, the only 
thing Nigeria exports is textiles. Even 
so they are sent to the West African 
market only.

Are there countries that have come 
out of SAP with a cleaner bill of health? 
Yes, Chile and Indonesia, Dr. William­
son said. According to him, Chile, in 
the early 70's went through the hic­
cups of severe belt-tightening. A few 
bunglings here and there but as from 
1982 the economy began to show sign 
of the expected turn-around. "Since 
then there have followed years of 
rapid growth", he said.
As for Indonesia, Dr. Williamson said 

it is an oil exporting country like Nige­
ria but unlike the later, "it did not 
make the mistake of spending its oil 
money unproductively." Again, with­
out any external prodding, that coun­
try undertook a far-reaching currency 
devaluation "though there was no 
pressure on balance of payment." 
Today, it has achieved "a 44 per cent 
growth in manufactures."

So what do Dr. Williamson and Dr. 
Sullivan think of the Nigerian experi­
ence? Will it be a success? asks Dr. 
Okereke, president of Nigerian cham­
ber of minesand agriculture. Yes, they 
believe we can make it. SAP is suc­
ceeding, the entrepreneurial force has 
been unleashed and there exists al­
ready a large market to exploit.
That optimism is not shared by their 

Nigerian interviewers though.
By Tawey Zakka.
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and went to the hospital alone. He 
cameback, told me that he had seen the 
nurse and would go back even if they 
were going to kill him. When he did 
not show up, I alerted the policeman 
on duty to check at the hospital. Both 
were held hostage and they called me 
on the radio, but I refused to go fearing 
what might happen to me."

Chief Okogwu claimed that at this 
point, he called in the police to rescue 
them in a peaceful way, but CSP Dada 
Paiko too was held. Our sources said 
that CSP Paiko met Usman Garba and 
the policeman, Corporal Saidu Dam­
an sent to accompany him, sur­
rounded by nurses. He appealed to 
Mrs Zayyad to persuade the nurses to 
let them go and in the ensuing heated 
argument, they escaped. Chief 
Okogwu told Citizen that he asked to 
speak to Mrs. Zayyad if she was 
there.He pleaded with her before they 
were released.

The duo of Cor­
poral Damari and 
Shamsiyya's fa­
ther's mission was 
to invite a nurse 
who had given the 
injection, but the 
request was 
rejected .The hospi­
tal staff,he alleged, 
called for Mrs

n October 13, Malam Usman 
■ » Garba, a security guard took

his l&-month daughter to the 
A.B.U Teaching Hospital,Kaduna. 
The doctor he met on duty said she had 
fever and made the necessary 
prescriptions.The hospital did not 
have the necessary drugs.He went out 
and bought them on the advice of a 
nurse and who later administered the 
injection.
Satisfied, he went home. A few hours 

later, the left leg of the child, 
Shamsiyya, was paralysed. From that 
moment on, the kettle was on the boil 
because Malam Usman happens to be 
intheemployofChiefSonnyOkogwu, 
an in-law to President Ibrahim 
Babangida.

According to Chief Okogwu,when 
Usman asked for his assistance in get­
ting the hospital to take another look at 
the child because she couldn't walk 
and that the hospital wasn't showing 
much care, he was apprehensive be­
cause it might be misconstrucd.He 
however offered to assist in getting 
better medical attention.

A few days later, "Usman came to 
my office.Hc was going 'mental' so I 
wrote two notes to the matron and the 
hospital secretary imploring them to 
come and help me resolve a problem. 
When they came to my house, all I 
asked was that the nurse in question 
should please come and see Usman's Zayyad, who he 
wife and calm her 1 
down. They both 
promised to return in 
a few minutes, but 
two days later, nei­
ther showed up."

Thereafter, Usman 
became hysterical, 
but Chief Okogwu 
urged him to take it 
in his stride since it 
was God's will. "1 
bought them many 
things to calm them 
down, but on the 
night of Sunday, 
1 Isman sneaked out

claimed not only ordered them to be 
detained but expressed strong doubts 
as to whether he was sent there by 
Chief Okogwu.

"Mrs. Zayyad and a few others fol­
lowed them back to my house and she 
apologised." Chief Okogwu told Citi­
zen that his position was simply for 
them to show a little bit of sympathy so 
that the mother would understand 
and not to arrogantly confront them."

The following day however, nurses 
and staff at ABUTH went up in arms. 
Their grouse was that, using his famil­
ial ties, Chief Okogwu had unleashed 
the police and thugs to molest and 
harass them.
They carried placards some of which 

read, "Save us from Okogwu's ship­
yard brutality," "Shipyard now a pri­
vate police station," "Humiliation of 
hospital staff must stop", and "Sonny 
to seal up ABUTH,no way." The men-
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tion of ship is in reference to Chief 
Okogwu's house which is shaped that 
way.
According to our sources, the hospi­

tal matron, Mrs. Maimuna Zayyad, 
received a phone call from Mrs 
Ukpabi, who works in her office that 
some men had come to take Nursing 
Sister, Mrs Mabel Aiebcnomo to Chief 
Okogwu's house in connection with 
the case of giving an injection to a 
child. She directed that the nurse 
should not be allowed to go and called 
the attention of Professor E. Adekeye, 
the Deputy Chairman of ABUTH 
Management Committee.

On getting to the scene, she met a 
large crowd and CSP Dada Paiko, 
whom sources said did not even stop 
to listen to her but kept on shouting, 
'What do you know about the law?" 
The matron said that she tried in vain 

to stop the demonstration,but the 
nurses were aggressive and did not 
heed management advice, made indi­
vidually and personally.
Mrs. Mabel Aiebenomo, was accused 

by Usman Garba on October 28th for 
giving the injection to his daughter, an 
accusation she denied. Not satisfied, 
Usman left only to return with an 
armed policeman insisting she follow 
them to Chief Okogwu's house, a two 
minutes walk from the hospital.
She wrote a letter of complaint to the 

National Association of Nigerian 
Nurses and Midwives, NANAM 
ABUTH, which formed the nucleus of 
the demonstration .She also submitted 
her resignation from the hospital with 
a cheque number KAF080926 for N760 
being a month's salary in lieu of notice.

On November 2, after much persua­
sion by the matron and colleagues, she 
withdrew the letter of resignation.

According to our sources, Mrs 
Zayyad had told the police that prior 
to the incident, she had made an at­
tempt to treat Shamsiyya, a point 
which Malam Usman disputed. He 
told Citizen that he had repeatedly 
gone to the hospital seeking to even 
understand what happened to his 
daughter without success. "They just 
kept dribbling me. At one point, I was 
at the hospital at 7: a.m. but nobody 
talked to me until 4: p.m."

Our sources said that the Chairman 
of NANAM, ABUTH, Mr. James 
Esiekpe, was informed on October 29, 
of the incident of the previous day and 
the resignation of Mrs Aiebenomo and 
because of the rising tension in the 
hospital, with some doctors stopping 
work,a meeting of the association was 
held on October 30 where the decision 
to stage the demonstration was taken.
The association also took the decision 

to write intimating the chairman of the 
hospital management committee, the 
Commissioner of Police for Kaduna 
State and the media of its decision to 
stage a protest march.The police ad­
vised the association not to hold the 
demonstration, but our sources re­
vealed that NANAM defied this direc­
tive.
What, now it seems, that triggered 

the demonstration was Usman 
Garba's wrong identification of and 
insistence that Mrs. Mabel Aiebenomo 
as the nurse who had given the unfor­
tunate injection. Citizen can now re­
veal that Dorothy Shintuk actually ad­

ministered the 
injection. Our 
sources said 
she told the 
police that 
there was noth­
ing unusual in 
doing that and 
it was a normal 
treatment.

Chief Oko­
gwu's conten­
tion was that 
the incident 
had gone be­
yond the 
simple issue of 
showing hu-

__________________________________ 23 
man sympathy for the baby but his re­
lationship with people in government. 
"I intervened to show care, moreso 
when we are neighbours with the 
hospital, isn't that what religion 
teaches us, to show human sympathy? 
I go to the hospital, help them with 
drugs, money, services, personally 
and individually. Does my relation­
ship with government people stop my 
freedom and right as a citizen?"

The nurses had said that Chief 
Okogwu had been using "his power" 
to harass and intimidate them, a 
charge which he denied.

Citizen learnt that the hospital au­
thorities had now pleaded with the 
father of the girl and is handling the 
negligence aspect of the case.

_ doctor at ABUTH [name with-
/yk held], told Citizen that when 

-£j\. Usman Garba returned to the 
hospital the second time, the staff re­
viewed the case of the child and diag­
nosed her ailment as polio- 
mylities,infantile paralysis. When 
Usman brought her the first time, she 
was treated for malaria, but that such 
treatment could not have resulted in 
paralysis unless the child had polio 
from the beginning.

The doctor however admitted that 
malaria injections, when given to a 
polio patient could hasten manifesta­
tions of the symptoms of polio.

The Commissioner for Police for 
Kaduna, Alhaji Bappah Jama'are, con­
firmed the incidents and directed his 
officers to comment. Mr. Mohammed 
Manzo, Assistant Commissioner of 
Police in charge of Special Investiga­
tion and Intelligence confirmed the in­
cidents and said that his department 
was conducting an investigation. The 
Police Public Relations Officer, Mr. 
Basil Nwadika, also confirmed the 
incidents.

When Citizen called at the office of 
Mrs. Maimuna Zayyad, she said that 
she had no authority to comment on 
the issue. "Only the director can com­
ment on this. Please go and see him." 
Professor Adekeye was out of town.

The Hospital Secretary, Malam 
Mohammed Isa Bauchi, said, "I appre­
ciate your attempt to obtain the hospi­
tal's angle but I am not in a position to 
comment."
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gotiations. The committee according 
to Mr. Pascal Bafyau, NLC president 
recommended a minimum pay of

• Arms and Wheat arc still being ille­
gally imported into Nigeria, Flag offi­
cer commanding the Western Naval 
Command, Rear Admiral M.A.B. 
Elegbede alerted the nation last week.

Ten weeks ago, five container loads 
of ammunition were "discovered" at 
the Lagos port.

Admiral Elegbede, addresing offi­
cers and men of NNS Umalokun, at 
Warn however said efforts are being 
made by the armed forces to curb the 
illegal acts.

The fbur-day visit of Zimbabwean 
President Robert Mugabe scheduled 

_ to start on November 24 has been 
of the NPF, Alhaji M.A. Dan- moved to January 6.

six years of Musa's life. The case was 
adjourned to November 19 for hear­
ing.

Abuja: Phosphate rock deposits 
used in the production of fertilizers are 
available in large quantities in Sokoto 
and Ogun States, Minister of Agricul­
ture, Dr Shettima Mustapha, said last 
week. Thereisalsoabundanceofnatu- 
ral gas in the areas. He therefore asked 
scientists, technologists and entrepre­
neurs to work with government to 
properly harness the the resources for 
the betterment of the fertilizer indus­
try.

N685 in the report it handed to presi­
dent Babangida. However, following 
fresh negotiation with the organised 
private sector which maintained that 
the amount recommended by the 
committee was on the high side the 
NLC agreed to a basic minimum wage 
of N450 for the least paid worker.

• Dr Tunji Olagunju, was appointed 
minister of special duties, raising the 
membership of the Federal Executive 
Council to 27. Until his appointment, 
the new minister was a special adviser 
to the President on political affairs and 
a member of the Presidential Advisory 
committee. He had served a former 
Chief of Staff, Supreme Headquarters, 
Major General Shehu Musa Yariadua, 
as special adviser bet ween 1975-1979.

•The government has appointed a 
committee to look into the activities of 
the Directorate for Social Mobilisation, 
MAMSER, and recommend ways of 
avoiding a conflict between it and 
other government agencies, Minister 
of Information, Chief Alex Akinyele 
disclosed. He dismissed claims by 
NRC Chairman, Chief Tom Ikhimi as 
"false".

• Workers may have been under­
mined by labour and employers in 

job- their quest for bigger pay following 
disclosures that the basic monthly pay 
recommended by a tripartite commit- 

gation of the enabling decree which he tee was slashed by N235 after fresh ne-

Lagos:
former Nigeria's head of state, Gen­

eral Yakubu Gowon on Tuesday de­
nied paternity of the child Princess Ed­
ith Ike Okongwu claimed she had for 
hint. In a statement of defense 
countering the N30 million libel suit 
filed I y the Princess and her son, Musa 
Gowon at an Ikeja High Court, Gen­
eral Gowon said her persistant refusal 
for a scientific proof of her claim, in- 
s5crine that th«» ^—.4.. Ikau 
accepts a photograph of Mus 
authentication of her allccatioT 
substance. I —.. 
mate relationship 
Okongwu in the 60s *

---------- ” ot her claim, 
sisting that the former Head of state 

a nhn>r>~— - v — -
•isa as an 

ion other allegation is of no 
He denied having an inti- w.th

1 as she claims. He 
said it was 
not true that 
he wanted 
to marry 
her in 1964 
but for the 
refusal of 
her par­
ents. He 
said that it 

------ - was neither 
Gen. Yakubu Gowon a fact too 

(rtd).---that he
urged her to keep a pregnancy she 
claims was his for fear of losing his life J. A. Olatunji, Management S
inthecivil war, neither is it true that he and Training, the Presidency, I 
has seen to Musa's upkeep in the first Abam, Cabinet Secretariat, th(

• Seven directors-general were ap­
pointed. They are Major Meneral Olu 
Bajowa (rtd),Ministry of Defence, Mr. 
M.A.B. Akpobasah, Ministry of Plan­
ing, Mr. Lele Mukhtar Ministry of 
Youth and Sports, Alhaji Gambo 
Magaji, Federal Civil Service Commis­
sion, Dr. T.P. Enodien, General Service 
office, the Presidency, Mr. M. A. 
Braimoh Bondany Adjustment Com­
mission in the Presidency, Dr. Adamu 
Fika is the new Director General Na­
tional Assembly/Clerk Designate.

Those redeployed are Mr. T.A. 
Anumodu, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Mr. A. A. Garuba, Internal Affairs Mr.

•• »«—foment Services 
Dr. AS.

te Presi­
dency, Abdullahi A.M. Ma'aji will 
move to Political Affairs Office of the 
presidency, Mr. F.A. Adelula Mineral 
resources special Ecological fund, Dr.

• The social security scheme for E.O. Ayo, Federation Account, Mr. 
which a decree has been drafted will S.B. Agodo, National security Advis- 
commence next year. Under it, the ers Office, Alhaji Gidado Idris, to Pro­
National Provident fund (NPF) would ductivity, Prices and incomes board, 
pay the jobless, the elderly and the a"^ An”" A,fe w’’: PD,n 
genuinely needy a monthly allowance 
almost equivalent to his/her last • 
month salaiy until the worker dies or 
finds another job. The Managing di­
rector ce Kmr” *" " : 2_..
gana said the scheme was to replace 
what presently obtains, where NPF 
pays the bulk of no more than N5,000 
to its contributors when they are j_*_ 
less. He said the sole delay to the 
taking off of the scheme is the promul­
gation of the enabling decree wh / 
said would be signed before the year 
runs out.
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Mr. de Klerk's course has unsettled m; 
who were expected to indicate their vi 
reform process in last week's by-elect

A big win for de Klerk as the ruling National : 
process. _________________

b
only "general" electi 
the Democratic par 
more reformist the 
party. The Democra 
frained from contest 
order not to split thi 
Democrats, a fusioi 
opposition Progress 
and Dr. Dennis Wor

F

The Conservative pai 
didate polled only 15' 
and lost his deposit, n« 
not regard the result: 
endorsement of the r 
Party. Dr. Andries ' 
party's leader, pointe 
party never had h 
Randburg, a well-kno 
stituency which, in las

resident F.W. de Klerk of South 
Africa, under pressure from all 

-LI- sides regarding his steady dis­
mantling of apartheid, is in dire need 
of victories and, last week, he got a 
sweet one. The by-elections for a scat 
in parliament from the Johannesburg 
suburb of Randburg were widely re­
garded to be a referendum by the 
white electorate on Mr. de Klerk.

Since the last whites-only "general" 
elections in the country over a year 
ago, the President and his ruling Na­
tional Party have systematically dis­
mantled the structures of apartheid by 
freeing prisoners, legalising banned 
organisations, abrogating apartheid 
legislation and negotiating with the 
ANC. Mr. de Klerk's course has un­
settled many whites, who were ex­
pected to indicate their views on the 
reform process in last week's by-clec- 
tion.

When the results were declared, the 
National Party's candidate was 
elected with an overwhelming 84% of 
the white votes. The result pleased the 
National Party leadership greatly. Dr. 
Chris de Pleissis, the party's chairman 
in theTransvaal who is also the Minis- 
terofFinanceinMr.deKlerk'sgovern- 
ment, said the result showed that 
white South Africans were in support 
of the process of dismantling apart­
heid. Dr. de Pleissis called on the 
opposition Conservative Party to 
abandon its policy of opposing the 
reform process and join the govern­
ment in talks to end apartheid. The 
National Party leaders, including Mr. 
de Klerk had campaigned vigorously 
in Randburg and saw the result as a 
vindication of their position.
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Ugandan leader Yoweri Museveni: could he be responsible?
By Delia Nzekwu
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Rwanda:

Bs Uganda behind the invasion?

» his death for 
nly be given by 
and the rebels.

hat appeared to have been 
government's victory over 

V v Rwandese Patriotic Front 
(RPF), a few weeks ago looks now like 
the calm before the storm as the rebels 
launched yet another attack on gov­
ernment troops on Friday.
The rebels who are being backed by 
j Ugandan Army, among whom are 
significant number of Rwandan 

oviles. sav it is decisive about

Reports have it that most of the rebels were at one time members of 
Yoweri Museveni's NRM.

doubt the strength of the Rwandan 
forces having been replenished with 
troops from mainly Zaire and Tanza­
nia. Reports indicate the presence of 
the rebels in Kakitumba as they hold 
on to Akigera Park which covers a 
considerable part of the country. As a 
further indication of the state of the 
crisis, the Rwandan government 
warned its citizens without mincing 
words, that the fight had not ended.
The violence in Rwanda, one of Af­

rica's smallest countries, has today,

was killed by the rebels loyal to Gen­
eral Rwigyema.
The morale of the troops went natu­

rally low after the incidents and they 
lost the key border town of Kikitumba 
which government troops had over­
run. However, by mid-week, the RPF 
had regained the town and discipline 

the Ugandan Army, among whom are seems to have been restored in the 
a significant number of Rwandan ranks of the team. But at least 14,000 
Tutsi exiles, say it is decisive about refugees have crossed into Uganda, 
seeing to the fall of the Hutu-led gov- The situation is compounded by in- 
ernment. Given the fact that most of creasing food shortages which is caus- 
them are veterans of war from their ex- ing considerable hardship. The war is
perience in the National Resistance preventing farming.
Movement (NRM), of Mr. Museveni, a There seemed almost no reason to
drawn out struggle is expected.

The fresh attack on the Rwandan 
Army wcnt a lon8 waY to proving 
them right, although they have suf­
fered, perhaps, the biggest casualty by 
the death of their leader, Major-Gen­
eral Fred Rwigyema.

Reports monitored in Kampala 
reveal that General Rwigyema, did 
not die, as generally assumed, during 
fighting with government forces, but 
in a combat with his second in com­
mand, Peter Bayingana, who in turn.

assumed such proportion, President 
Juvenal Habriyamana has called for a 
UN and American intervention. He 
has enough reason to distrust the OAU 
and what role it may play if it mediates 
in the conflict.

Rwandan government accused 
Uganda on Saturday of invading 
Rwanda. Mr. Yoweri Museveni, the 
Ugandan president and the chairman 
of the OAU, and who incidentally, is 
partly a Tutsi, cannot extricate himself 
from being an accomplice in the Rwan­
dan crisis.

General Rwigyema, the late rebel 
leader who was a Rwandan by birth 
and a former Ugandan defense minis­
ter was a close friend of Mr. Museveni. 
He was the deputy commander of the 
Ugandan Army until he left to lead the 
rebellion on the 1st of October. Expla­
nations for concealing I’ 
over a month could onlj 
Mr. Museveni himself ai
The Ugandan president, whose inter­
est, evidently, is to see the reinstate­
ment of a Tutsi led government in 
Rwanda cannot make the OAU, which 
he heads, a neutral party where it to 
arbitrate in Rwanda's conflict. It is for 
reasons not too for from this that James 
Taylor, the leader of the major rebel­
ling group in Liberia refused to reckon 
with ECOMOG headed by Nigeria 
and Ghana. Nigeria's cordial relation­
ship with Samuel Doe while he ruled 
Liberia was too well known, its claim 
to neutrality as it meddled in Liberia's 
affair was not credible.

The OAU on its part, appears too 
involved in Liberia to divert its atten­
tion elsewhere. Besides, its unimpres­
sive performance in Liberia may have, 
to a reasonable extent, informed Presi­
dent Habriyamana's UN choice. If 
Uganda seeks to crumble the Rwan­
dan government, certainly, the OAU 
and Africa have another major crisis to 
tackle.
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Natural Gas...
An energy breakthrough to ahealthier 

economy for our nation
For too long now, Nigeria has depended on one source of energy...oil. 
It’s Inability to meet the energy requirement of the future due to our 
growing population and Industrial development Is past debating. The 
energy source of the future has been Identified - NATURAL GAS. 
As a deliberate National policy, we are building our country on the 
fuel of the future - NATURAL GAS. We are laying pipelines all over 
the country to bring Natural gas to our Industries so as to produce 
products within a cleaner and healthier environment. Soon, we will 
be expanding our pipelines systems to your homes, for a more com­
fortable life. Natural gas Is the fuel to build the country on. Natural gas, 
the fuel of the future.
For more enquiries contact:

NIGERIAN GAS COMPANY LIMITED
ODIN ROAD, EKPAN P.M.U. 1288, WARRI.
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a motion of no-confidence tn the' 
ernment. the outcome was nt 
doubt. Prime Minister Visht 
&^'ln7helasU1ZO„eeKS 

his government s majority in the 500-

28__________
VVORLD-^ ——_________________________

India: —------

Sin9h bows out
-» eUimod   .. *n>e Minister losesa vote of confidence foil owing spate of violence

mcndous backlash from Indian 
students, many 
themselves ablaze in public 
squares, a form of protest previ­
ously unknown in India, and 
reminescent of Vietnam's Bud-

• episode shook Mr. Singh 
badly, but he managed to ride 
the storm once more.

There was no riding the third 
major storm, however, which 
soon followed the second.

allow the march in support of the 
building of the temple. In the end, Mr. 
Advani was arrested, and the BJP 
promptly withdrew from the coali­
tion.

With the DJI^s withdrawal of the 
support of its 86 MP's, the government

-______

_____ __________ __
V.P. Singh: a gentleman indeed.

i no longer had a majority. Things got 
i even worse when a faction of 56 Janata 
s Dal MP's, led by Mr. Chandara 
i Shekhar, also walked out on Mr.

Singh. His defeat in the no-confidence 
motion was therefore a forgone con­
clusion.

The foil of Mr. Singh opened the way 
for a return to power by Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi, whose Congress (Indira) 
party controls 195 seats in the Lok 
Sabha, making it by far the largest 

rarliament. Mr. Gandhi 
..vwv.w. indicated that he was not 
interested in assuming power just yet, 
until his party wins a clear mandate in 

electio --j.-i—

. J Minister loses a voieuivumiM
among Hindus and Muslims.

flT ?ndian'wriiALhOUSeoflhl! stratified society, especially the -jj— 
VV Harijans, who support Mr. I
’ , a *1 “ N'w Dell'f Singh's Janata Dal The pro- ■<„

0"W^n^nL»KdmbCr7',Od<:ba,c P»^0 «*»"“ invittd * “■ S 

ain0 , the rt cnce in the gov- mendous backlash from Indian ''
PriL M “ Was ncv» h students, many of whom set 

d°“b “ Vish™nath themselves ablaze in p-
^’rataJ? -L .u to lose, and squares, a form of protest pr
lose heavily. In the last three weeks, ously unknown in India,
his government s majority in the 500- reminescent or --°-------------
seat parliamoit was reduced to a piti- dhist monks in the early 1960's, 
fulmmonty y efectionsofhiscoali- The episode shook Mr. Singh 
tion partners as well as elements ’
within his own party, the Janata Dal 
When the vote was finally taken on 
Wednesday afternoon, the defectors 
were joined by the opposition Con- »uun - ---------
gross I to topple the government with Tension between India's Hindu 
a large majonty. • —

Prime Minister V.P. Singh stoically 
accepted the outcome of the vote and 
promptly submitted his resignation to 
the state President of India Mr. 
Ramaswamy Vcnkataraman. With 
that, Mr. Singh, widely regarded as an 
unusually clean and honest Indian 

of the world's second most populous 
/-nnntrV. His 11-month fpnnw,

hen the lower

Sabha, met in Nev- ~ ••

majority, who make up 85% of Iy ’ 
the population, and the sub- ■' 
stantial Muslim minority, 14% 
of the population, was never 
too far below the surface in Indian 
politics. This time, it found expression 
in attempts by Hindu fundamentalists

’■ „. r-r-2— Ram. Since the site chosen for the
country. is month tenure in of- templehasbeenoccupiedbyamosque 
fice, one o e nefest in India's 43- since the 16th century, Indian muslims 
year independent history, was bedev- rose in protest. This led to vicious 
illed y trou e m the start. Very communal clashes which left hun- ...... dimax
encountered^trouble from his power- came quickly. Hindu fundamentalists Sabha, maki

• '   -~.a planned a march to Ayodhya, to be led party in par
•try s veritable wheeler-dealer in person by Mr. Lal Krishan Advani, however ind

r- leader of the Bharatiya Janata Party
The crisis only ended with the ouster (BJP), a Hindu fundamentalist party r---yI ai e »>■ Qinoh'cgoverning general elections now expected to be

Minister of an Indian state and the coalition.’ Ironically, India's Muslims called in 1991. Mr. Gandhi is simply 
- - ~ a »»- not eager to inherit the Hindu-Muslim

tension that brought down Mr. Singh, 
and probably wishes to wait another 
year in opposition for the tension to 
cool. Instead, Mr. Gandhi has pledged 
to support a government led by Mr. 
Chandra Shekar, who has now suc­
ceeded Mr. V.P. Singh.

By Mahmud Jega

early in his tenure, the Prime Minister dreds of people killed. 
__antorrwi tmuhln fmm ____ Ulnda. fun

ful deputy, Mr. Devi La), onerof the 
count ' ..........................
politicians.

of Mr. Devi Lal's son as the Chief that was part of Mr. Singh's govemi 
Minister of an Indian state and the coalition. Ironically, India's Muslims 
eventual resignation of Mr. Lal from also support the Janata Dal and Mr. 
the cabinet. Hardly had Mr. Singh Singh made it clear that he would not
ridden that storm when his govern- ** ” ’ ‘------------ 1
ment faced stiff opposition over 
planned reforms in civil service em­
ployment. Mr. Singh's government 
wanted to reserve 40% of all positions 
in the country's huge public sector for 
the lower castes of India's highly
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Hardly recovered from the budget shock, President Bush has received yet another blow 
from the Democrats.

United States:

Bush loses again

Bush (top) and Jesse Jackson.

Citizen. November 12,1990

r| ’ *ie party that controls the White 
X House traditionally loses ground 

in American mid-term elections, so the 
Republican party was expected by all 
analysts to suffer reverses at the polls. 
In the event, the pundits were proved 
right. The Democrats, who last occu­
pied the White House in 1980, re­
corded gains in the potent Senate and 
the House of Representatives, and also 
won some crucial races for state gover­
norships.

In the Senate, where the Democrats 
already had a 55 to 45 scats majority, 
Democrat Paul Wellstone defeated 
incumbent Republican Senator Rudy 
Boshwitz of Minnesota to widen the 
Democrats’ majority. Otherwise, 31 of 
the 32 incumbent senators from both

parties who sought re-elections na­
tionwide, were reelected. Some had a 
close call; North Carolina's arch-con­
servative Republican senator Jesse 
Helms nearly lost to his Democratic 
rival, Mr. Harvey Gantt, a black man.

Many of America's key Senators 
stood for re-election and in all cases 
retained their seats. They include 
Georgia's Democratic Senator Sam 
Nunn, the powerful chairman of the 
Senate Armed Services committee, 
who was elected unopposed, and 
Democratic Senator Joseph Biden of 
Delaware, the former presidential can­
didate. Also re-elected from Tcnnesse 
was Democratic Senator Albert Gore, a 
former presidential Candidate, and the 
powerful Democratic Senator from 
Illinois, Paul Simon.
In the race for seats in the House of 

Representatives, where the Democrats 
already had an 83-seats majority, this 
was increased by another 9 seats, thus 
retaining control of the House by the 
Democrats for 36 years now. Some 
96% of all Congressmen who stood in 
the elections retained their seats. 
Among those defeated was Demo­
cratic Congressman Robert Kasten- 
meier of Wisconsin, who has held his 
seat continously since 1958. He was 
defeated by Republican Scott Klug, a

former newscaster. Also defeated was 
Republican congressman Peter Smith 
of Vermont, who was defeated by 
Bernard Sanders, the first Socialist to 
be elected to the US Congress since 
1918.

Democrats also recorded major 
gains in the gubernatorial races. The 
biggest blow for the Republicans was 
in Texas, George Bush's adopted home 
state, where Democratic state Treas­
urer Ann Richards narrowly defeated 
the Republican candidate, oil million­
aire Clayton Williams, despite vigor­
ous campaigning in the state by Presi­
dent Bush. In Florida, former Demo­
cratic Senator Lawton Chiles defeated 
incumbent Republican Governor Bob 
Martinez. The Republicans narrowly 
retained California, where Senator 
Pete Wilson defeated the Democrats’ 
candidate, Diane Feinstein, the former 
Mayor of San Francisco. Other gover­
nors re-elected include Democrat 
Mario Cuomo of New York, a likely 
presidential candidate in 1992, and 
Republican John McKerman of Maine.

Significantly, the number of black 
congressmen increased from 24 to 26. 
Among the new members of the Con­
gressional Black Caucus (CBC) will be 
three women, Maxine Waters of Cali­
fornia, Barbara Rose Collins of Michi­
gan and Eleanor Holmes Norton of the 
District of Columbia. All three women 
are Democrats. The CBC, however, 
will receive its first Republican mem­
ber in recent years, Gary Franks of 
Connecticut, a confirmed Reaganite 
who, in his campaign, advocated con­
trolled Federal spending, a balanced 
budget. Constitutional amendment 
and cutting capital gains taxes.

One of the most colourful victors iiw 
the elections was the Reverend Jesses 
Jackson, former Presidential candi— 
date, who was elected from the pre— 
dominantly black District of Columbian 
as a non-voting member of the Scnate-

By Mahmud Jega
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p. As the small children pelted 
Jm, the soldiers got their orders to 
On Gm Thm r a H H fnlnVt*>iOn

deadjhedied a victim—some will say 
culprit — of the struggle in occupied 
Palestine.
Kahane was shot dead while answer-

But i 
may b 
helpei 
by th 
killing c 
Rabb

Arabs in the Gaza strip wounding troops to beat Palestinians. He, how­
ever, denied giving specific order to 
break Palestinian arms.
The flare-up of violence in Israel and 

in the occupied territories comes at a 
particularly bad time for the Israelis, 
whose "special relationship" with the 
United States is being sorely tested by 
the Gulf crisis. The Israelis are already 
fearful that America's new-found 
close Arab allies in the Gulf confronta­
tion may permanently supplant them 
in American strategic thinking. This 
bitter prospect is not expected to be 

strip and the West Bank, helped by Western revulsion at the 
hy wfcat cf Israeli tactic of breaking arms and

to earlier speculations that the fiery 
Rabbi might have been a victim of rival 
Zionist terror gangs, which along with 
his fanatical Kach, exist in New York 
city. First Agency reports, quoting 
police sources, ruleout theexistenceof 
a conspiracy. Nosair might well have 
acted alone as a solitary Arab effort at 
revenge against a Rabbi who had 
vowed to chase all Palestinian Arabs 
from Israel. If Nosair turned out to 
represent groups that wanted an esca­
lation of Jewish violence against Arabs 
he could n't have chosen a better target. 
Already two Arabs have been re­
ported killed in what is believed to be 
the first reprisal by Kahane's support­
ers. It was as Kach party spokesman 
Noam Federmann, speaking on Israel 
Radio predicted saying that there 
would be revenge killings. Theatmos- 
phere was tense enough.  

La/t 7Wk *1”?tr00pS opcncd fire in8s admi,,<!d <h °t he ordered his

more that 300. On October 8, twenty^ 
one Palestinians were killed as Israeli 
security opened fire on what were 
called rock-throwing Arabs, near the 
Al-Aqsa, Islam's third holiest shrine. 
A week later an enraged Arab youth 
took the matter into his own hands and 
went on the rampage, killing three 
Jews. He specifically said he was tak­
ing revenge for the 21 Arabs shot to 
death. It has been likethis for the past 
three years.
In December 1987 the Palestinians in 

the Gaza st~~ '*■* ’**— " \ 
clearly dissatisfied by what some of

The death of Meir Kahane:

□ack to square one
For years, his political thinking had affected policy in Israel.

n apple a day may keep the
/A doctor away but it is power-

Xxk less against the mortician as
controversial racist Rabbi Meir
Kahane, on a home-coming visit to the

notelimi- Yitzhak Shamir, 
nate altogether, it will at least dampen, 
criticisms of Jews and Israel as inno­
cent Arabs on the Occupied Territo­
ries are lynched in reprisal killings. 
"With the information that we have 
right now," said New York Police 
Commissioner Lee Brown, "we do not 
think it (the killing) has anything to do 
with any group." Despite this Kach 
supporters will see all Arabs behind it.

Already, they were spoiling for war 
as the week ran out. Barbara 
Ginsburg, an activist at Kach head­
quarters in Jerusalem said, "Rabbi 
Kahane wasn't right when he said, 
Transfer them (Arabs) first;' (why) 
you kill them and then you throw 
them out dead.” And if that was not 
enough another vowed, T promise 
you there will be a river of Arab blood. 
Kahane will take more Arab blood 
with him in his death than when he 
was alive."
A fight broke out at the headquarters 

between Kahane followers and televi­
sion journalists. The press in Israel 
imposed a blackout on the late racist 
leader and in 1988 parliament banned 
his party from sitting in it. The follow­
ers resented the interest in his death if 
none was shown while he was alive.

The majority of Jews, no doubt, are 
not Kahane fanatics but his death is 
unlikely to leave them unmoved. His 
extreme racist views seemed to have 
put off most sensible Jews — at least 
publicly. While the confrontation is 
sure to continue, for Kahane the end 
has come rather too soon.

By Adamu Adamu.

Citizen, November 12,1990

them regard as the betrayal by the 
Palestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO), decided to do something con­
crete: they confronted Israeli might 

------- . «  - head on — with empty hands. They 
Big Apple, found out —too late. He is had nothing for weapons except 

stones and boundless enthusiasm 
which has remained unconqucred af­
ter three years. The intifada was bom. 

-----  — The better armed Israeli soldiers used 
ing questions at a Zionist confcrcnceat---their superiority to maximum advan-
New York's Marriot Hotel. The al- tagc. As the small children pelted 
leged assassin is Sayyid Nosair, an them, the soldiers got their orders to 
Egyptian immigrant worker, contrary open fire. They did and television 

’ ~ cameras focused. Israeli brutality was
soon in the living rooms of all western 
households. This began to have effect 
on viewers and did much to erode the 
solid support Israel used to enjoy as 
the much-touted beleaguered democ­
racy in the sea of Arab tyranny. It led 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzak Shamir 
to order ceasefire while Henry Kissin­
ger and other American friends of Is­
rael privately urged full and strict 
censorship of the press. Instead 
Shamir asked them not to shoot but to 
break the bones of Arab hands and 
feet. Before the censor finally shutout 
the television cameras, CBS crew got 
pictures of the bone-crushing. Despite 
denials there has recently been what 
looks like a confirmation.
Last week, Colonel Yehuda Mier one 

of the military commanders who di­
rected the shooting and limb-break-
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Meeting Om the pot

-<£)
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n
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abuse and blame each other, we 
will come by an acceptable solu­
tion, if there is a solution.

_ , »own
right, an outstanding commentator 
on public affairs. I wanted so much 
to be like them, and without the 
slightest hint of condescension they 
invited me to try.

Jemie, then chairman of the Edito­
rial Board, took me home with him 
that first night. When I returned a 
few weeks later to resume duty, 
Odia Ofeimum offered me a room in 
his flat before I could find mine. 
Editor Lade Bonuola gave me a 
short lecture on writing. " 
express, not to impress."

■ had tried my best not to live in porugo, Femi Osofisan, Amma
I the concrete jungle of Lagos, Ogan, Duro Irojah. Each, in his-----
I until recently when fate fi- 
“ nally caught up with me. 
Twice in the past I was given a fair 
chance, but almost at the last min­
ute I recoiled back to the gentle 
comfort of living in Kano or 
Kaduna. Like all escapists I knew 
this would not last for long. It 
was I, infact who actively sought 
the firstjob the city offered me. In 
1984 I was teaching political Sci­
ence at the University of Sokoto
and getting bored with it The short lecture on writing. "Write to 
Guardian had just made its debut express, not to impress." Regret-
and it promised to be an exciting fully, after all this preparation, I 
and serious paper. On impulse I ------ J1J ------ ‘ J----
wrote to Publisher Alex Ibru. Sir, 
I said, going directly to the point, 
I have read a lot and I can write a 
bit, you will do well to give me a 
job in your newspaper. Less than 
a month later I got a reply hand- 
delivered by Courier. It was 
signed by Yemi Ogunbiyi, then 
controller in the publisher's office 
(now, of course, high-profile 
Managing Director of Daily 
Times). Itsaidl was invited for "a 
chat" all expenses paid. I took the 
next available flight out of Sokoto 
and the reception I got at Rutam 
house strengthened my resolve 
tot—’— *•’ ............
in Nigeria, before or since, had 
brought together such a team of

ans under one roof.
Macebuh, Lade
Onwuchekwa Jemie, Yemi 
Ogunbiyi, Rufai Ibrahim, Eddie 
Iroh, Chinweizu, Sully Abu, Son- 
ala Olumhense, Richard Umaru, 
Odia Ofeimum, Andy Ak-

never did stay on at The Guardian. 
The management of Triumph news­
paper in Kano wanted me to become 
deputy editor and I thought it was 
my duty to accept.

Two years later, Lagos again beck­
oned. This time it was ThisWeek 
magazine, which had assembled a 
corp of young and talented journal­
ists for a major challenge to 
Newswatch. Sonala Olumhense, the 
editor, I knew at The Guardian, and 
would have been happy to work 
with him. ~ '
boss at Triumph is a director of the 
magazine, and he wanted a few 
northern hands involved. I made 

try Lagos. No new publication the trip to see things for myself, but 
Nitrpria. hpfnrn nr cinm had while I liked the energy of "the 

gang" working out of Surulere, I 
intelligent and patriotic Nigeri- was not very tempted.

Stanley 
Bonuola, t

Citizen project. Four months later I 
got a flat of my own. The landlord 
said it was in good shape, but I 
discovered it wasn't, so it took me 
two months to repair and occupy 
it The next house is occupied by 
an ample Alhaja, who has a largo 
and noisy family. But I am trying 
to get used to their chatter. In our 
block of flats, I have found a soul 
mate in the only other bachelor in 
the neighbourhood. Chris and I 
vent our frustrations on each 
other as endangered species tend 
to do. It is amazing that he, from 
the East, and I, from the North, 
could have so much in common. 
The other day Layiwola, a friend 
who hails from Desha came visit­
ing, and he, Chris and myself had 
a heated debate on Tam David- 
West. The V!AZOBI A tendencies 
were so obvious. We have much 
in common, yet we cannot hide 
our differences!
My favourite restaurant is run by 

a woman from Akwa Ibom. 
People from that part of Nigeria 
prepare the best vegetable soups. 
So, I, who grew up on tuwo, fura 

Abba Dabo, my outgoing and rice, now does a happy job of
demolishing pounded yam. In 
short I am coming to terms with 
living in Lagos. It is dirty, noisy 
and has inconsiderate drivers. 
But it is also the cutting edge of 
Nigerian civilisation, whatever 

________ y "civilisation" there is. It is the best 
Since then, I had overflown Lagos place for confronting the prob- 

to live for two years in Harare (Zim- lems of living in Nigeria head on. 
babwe) and Windhoek (Namibia). And, as we shove and push and 
On my return I deposited my bags in 
Lagos, living with a kind friend. I 
was determined to make the city my 
home. A month later, we started the
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Meeting the 
Nigerian challenge

tner, Unilever PLC, has over the last 
3n contributing to the development of

r procoss-
lergeot in

(§0 - Always meeting the challenges of the times.

ung the most modern 
' in the continent. Our food 
ies have satisfied the requirements

Nigeria, like so many other countries, is going 
through a tough economic period; a situation that 
requires creative and innovative management

Various measures are already in place to turn the 
economy round in keeping with the exigencies of 
the times. For instance, emphasis is nOw placed on 
local sourcing of raw materials, exports, higher 
productivity through privatisation and on self 
reliance in Agriculture and Industry.

And UACN, Nigeria's leading industrial, commer­
cial, technical and agro-based organisation, is 
naturally in the forefront of the economic recovery 
campaign. UACN has gone into large scale 
Agriculture and has consolidated its leadership 
position in the manufacturing sector. Greater 
emphasis is given to local sourcing of raw materials 
and export is being given greater attention

UAC is an example of the successful blend of 
Nigerian investment and international participation. 
UAC of Nigeria Limited with the support of its 
technical partr — - .
100 years beer

Nigeria UAC pioneered Nigeria's industrialisation 
programme and has ever since maintained its 
leadership position.

The company's particle board and timber 
mg as well as packaging factories are the I 
Africa

This is in addition to runm 
toiletries factory 
processing factoric 
of many homes.

UAC through its Federated Motor Industries has 
given a boost to the mass transit programme. UAC 
has an excellent reputation for her high quality 
textiles. The company’s earth-moving caterpillar 
equipment have given support to the nation's 
agriculture and construction industries. The electro­
nic and airconditioner business of the company 
service many homes and offices.

In spite of the current difficulties, Nigeria does 
have an important incentive though. Given the new 
concerted effort to turn the economy round, the 
good times seem not too far off.
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I have been 
>nly of late that

and 
you.
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ADAMU ADAMU S I
Nigeria I intend to hand it entirely to 
the Adamu Adamu Adamu Founda­
tion for Laughter. My younger 
brother has just had a son he named 
Adamu and I have decided to adopt 
him and name my foundation after 
him. I don't personally need money.

Your Excellency, don't ask me the 
name of the foreign university inter­
ested in my projects, my papers and 
my personality. The Eric Morecamb 
Centre and the Spike Milligan Project 
and no less the Charlie Chaplin Insti­
tute have sent proposals — very in­
teresting proposal too. But a pro­
posal is not an agreement. Only the 
university has reached agreement 
but as I plead I crave Your Excellen- 
ciest indulgence that you don't ask 
about theidentity of the university. It 
has in fact a department of bashful­
ness and someone must tell Professor 
Phillip Zimbardo to open a Shyness 
Clinic there and we shall thereafter 
see what we can do.
Since you have cared so ”bcncfacto- 

rily" to establish contact I can thank­
fully conclude that you believe the 
DTN story, and trust and have lis­
tened to the pleas of the Association 
of Nigerian Artists, ANA, and its 
president. Of course the AAA Foun­
dation will liberally fund the mem­
bers of ANA.
Thank yoi

see that I
time. I haven't told ) 
But there was really nc 
Thank you again.

Letter to Babangida 
Dear Mr. President, 

ir, one thing you 
about me is that I hate formal- 
ity. So like the Hausas 1 always 

start with the thousand greetings. I 
hope you are okay and doing fine. 
But it is just a manner of speaking, 
because I know it is difficult to be 
doing fine with so many characters 
vying for your attention, so many 
executive beggers making unrea­
sonable requests and so many 
clowns trying to take your advan­
tage.

1 have for long observed the com­
ings and goings into and out of your 
residence, the visits by seekers, the 
calls by envoys — and I don't envy 
you at all. Uneasy lies the head that 
carries the presidency, especially 
with so many vying to take it away.

My purpose in writing today is so 
important, it dwarfs what all these 
groups come to tell you. And be­
cause it affects everyone in the coun­
try 1 decide to make my letter oper 
write to alert you of the great danj 
and peril that face the cultural he 
tage of our people. Unless you 
fast a cultural catastrophe will befall 
us and wipe out our contribution to 
the history of mankind.

Now, as the leader of the country 
with the largest population of black­
men, you must act at once to save the 
culture of blackmcn from destruc­
tion 
tural
Many years ago. Your Excellency, 1 

began writing this column called 
Definitions in Humour In it, 1 try to 
relive invent, distort, straighten, 
define, obfuscate, expose, enliven, 
remind, teach and learn about the 
great cultural exploits of our ances­
tors, forebears, forerunners and con

DTN — Daily Tamed of Nigeria. 
Sshhh! New-look Tamed is the new 
name. If you thought the rampaging 
watchdog lived only in Kaduna, you 
must have another thing coming. Fi­
nesse is the word my dear, finesse. 
Alternatively, you might call DTN — 
MMT — the Millionaire-Maker Tamed— 
ANA — Association of Nigerian" 
Artists whose art is writing.
FOUNDATION — Everybody 
needs a very strong foundation ir= 
order to make it and survive. Yoi— 
understand? It measures wha 
you've found.
SDP — See Dirty People. 
NRC — No Responsible Citizen. 
AFCA — Armed forces Constituer- 
Assembly. 

temporaries. 
Laughter is the 
essence of culture 
and the great uni­
fier. Though 
tongues may dif­
fer, all people 
laugh in the same 
way. This way I 
hope to project 
our cultural heri­
tage onto the 
world stage by 
sticking to that 

which is common to man. I am very 
great. Your Excellency, 
great all through. It is or 
people are realising.

Now, the International Institute of 
Humour Research and Studies in 
Golgotha has quite rightly decided 
that its collection of writings are in­
complete without the inimitable Defi­
nitions in Humour. You ought to 
know Your Excellency, because 1 have 
been informed that you have on occa­
sions had reasons toiaugh at what they 
define, even if you ignore what they 
exhort. Therefore you understand 
why the international institute is wor­
ried. So worried are they that they 
have already advanced millions in 
foreign currency to tear out the great 
words from the pages of one newspa­
per and those of this magazine. 1 shud­
der to contemplate the magnitude of 
the loss that will befall our letters.

Being a patriot, however, I am not 
jumping at the offer. You don't know 
about this affair of course because 
there is no newspaper that will fight 
my cause, and help in launching me 
solidly into the millionaire club that I 
cherish to enter but feign distaste to 
belong. Good excuse that. Already I 
have received royalties of various 
types — from books of definitions, 
humourous plays, prize money 
what have you, and what haven't 

What is at issue today is cul- I control so much vote that my lieuten­
ants, my secretaries and typists have 
so much to themselves that they can 
spray such chicken feed as N70,000 at 
a party. I have arrived; I only need to 
settie and that is where you'll come in 
handy —handling? Panhandling?

You must not allow Golgotha Insti­
tute to possess the definitions. If you 
oblige and pay the multimillions in

>u, Mr. President. You can 
have really wasted your 

you anything, 
nothing to tell
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a UNION BANK OF NIGERIA UNITED

It izen

UNION BANK

You can depend on

Union Bank
Save and get more money 

fa your money

So. now is the time for you 
to bank with us as we lift 
your savings up to higher 
interests and give you more 
money for your money.

At Union Bank, we share the 
concern of all forward-looking 
people —BIG and SMALL—to 
prepare themselves for the future. 
So.we encourage our kind of 
people—students, farmers, 
traders, transporters, businessmen 
and women—all over the 
country—to save with us i
At Union Bank their money fi
not only earns interest. K
it is very safe |

Now the times are hard: '
but not so hard for us 
and our forward-looking 
customers. With over 11,000 
dutiful staff to offer courteous.

efficient and prompt service, 
in over 200 branches and our 
pace-setting achievement as the 
first Nigerian Bank to hit 
the N1 billion mark 
in its savings account balances, 
there is clear proof that 
more and more people trust 
that their money is safe 
with us.

...Blg,Strong,RellahJ9
Hwd 40 Marina. Lagou Telsphono: 665439, CC5441 TcHx: 21222 Fax: C53322
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GHANAIAN FOWL
Ghana

450 g

TATALI ywder

2 tbsp

200 ml

NKRAKRA

Ghana

GROUNDNUT STEW

Ghana

PONKIE

11/2 lsp

2

1/2 lsp

Metric 
2 
450 g

225 g 
1

Metric
™g

450g
2 
2

2 tbsp
2

Metric 
200g

2 tsp
2 tsp

2 tbsp
1 tbsp
2 tsp

2/2 tsp 
2 tbsp

Metric 
450g 
™g

Metric 
450g

2 tbsp 
2/2 tbsp

Ingredients 
Duck 
Shredded meal or 
chicken or corned 
b«f 

Cooked yam ar 
cassava 

Tomatoes, chopped 
Medium onion, 

chopped
Groundnut oil
Sall and pepper to taste

Heat the oil and fry the shredded 
meat, onion and tomatoes. Mash the 
yam and stir it in. Leave on one side 
having turned off the heat.
Bone the duck, clean and salt it inside 

out. Stuff the bird with the mixture, 
then, with a needle and thread, sew the 
duck into shape. Place in a large sauce­
pan, cover and steam for about one and 
half hours over low heat. When done 
rub thebird with butter and roast in an 
oven for 30 minutes until golden 
brown. Serve slices of roast duck with 
jollof rice.

Ghana
Ingredients
Maize flour (Cornmeal) 
Over-ripe plantains 
Medium onion 
Ground ginger 
Hot fresh peppers, 
ground

Palmnut oil, to fry 
Salt to taste

Pound the over-ripe plantains in a 
mortar (or cut into small pieces and 
liquidize). Stir in the maize flour and 
the other ingredients. Heat the 
palmnut oil, scoop up a bit of the 
mixture at a time and put into the hot 
oil and, depending on the size of the 
frying pan, fry up to ten scoops at a 
time. Fry for about 5 minutes; flick 
each tatali onto the other side to fry. 
Press each one flat with the back of a 
stirring spoon and continue to fry 
until crisp and golden.

Serve hot with well cooked beans 
(red or black-eyed beans), with rich 
fish pepper sauce (yoyo).

Ingredients
Roasted groundnuts 
purged

Groundnut oil 
Tomato purie 
Cayenne or chilli 
powder

Small onion, ground or 
liquidized

Chicken, mutton or 
pork 

Mixed spice 
Sall Io taste.
Chop or dice meat and boil with salt, 

mixed herbs and two slices of onion for 
30minutes. Add two cups of water and 
the rest of the ingredients (except 
groundnuts) and continue to cook for 
20 minutes. Stir in the peanut purde 
and simmer for 10 minutes. Serve hot
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RECIPE CORNER—"
Regional Specialities 

with fluffy white rice.
Groundnuts, popularly called pea­

nuts in Europe and America, grow 
profusely in the savannah regions of 
Africa. These highly versatile nuts 
grow below the ground, hence we call 
them ground nuts. They provide us 
with cooking oil and you can eat them 
cooked, roasted or raw. You can make 
them into cookies or grind the roasted 
peanuts for use as butter.

Ingredients
Yam, peeled and diced 
Fresh or smoked fish 
Tomato purde 
Small onion, thinly 

sliced
Cooking oil
Fresh chilli pepper, 

ground.
Simmer the chilli pepper, tomatoes, 

onion, salt and oil in 1 pint/500 ml/2 
1/2 cups of water for 45 minutes or 
until the smell of raw pepper is no 
longer there. Sieve the soup into an­
other saucepan, put in the yam and 
cook until yam is soft but not mashed. 
Add the fish and simmer for 20 min­
utes. Serve hot.
If fresh fish is used, clean and sprinkle 

with salt and a dash of lime juice and 
put aside until needed.

This is the famous African 'pepper 
soup' called by different names in other 
parts of Africa. It is ideal for a sick 
person with no appetite for solid food.

Ghana
Ingredients
Ponkie (pumpkin), 
diced

Medium aubergine 
(egg plant)

Beef, minced
Green pepper, chopped
Medium onion, 

chopped
Large ripe tomatoes, 

chopped
Cayenne or chilli

powder
Coriander poz 
Cooking oil 
Salt to taste
Dice the aubergine and soak in salted 

water. Heat the oil in a saucepan and 
lightly fry the onion. Add the minced 
meat, salt and coriander and cook for 
10 minutes. Stir in the onion, peppers, 
tomatoes and pumpkin. Drain the 
aubergine and stir it in. Reduce heat 
and simmer for 20 minutes. Serve hot 
with boiled yam, cassava or rice.

Aubergines are known as "Garden 
eggs' in Africa.



No dinner for Governors' Wives
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’ governors' 
went to bed

alor
are

"“ared to 
lti native 
dinner at f 
rural women

nomics of rationing, there were fewer 
seats than delegatcsat thebanquet hall. 
Of course by the time the governors' 
wives as chairpersons of Better Life

40 _______________
PRIVATE EYE

cr-p he Better Life for Rural Women 
I Programme marked its third 
U anniversary recently. Bauchi 

the state capital played host to the 
delegates from all states and what an 
assortment of delegates they were. 
The matrons of Better Life, its skepti­
cal media critics, the beneficiaries and 
curious watchers were all there to 
absorb the wonder of Better Life fair. 
By the power of my eye, I can now 
faithfully report to you that the fair 
was really a fair affair. So said the real 
rural dwellers who thronged the 
venue of the fair. They told me, for my 
ears only, that the first lady, Mrs. 
Maryam Babangida stole the show by 
the efforts she made to reach out to the 
real rural women. Before I give you 
the juicy story, I need to take an oath of 
authenticity in case a skeptical reader 
waves off my story with a sigh of 
disbelief. So here we go. I, the private 
of all private eyes, solemnly declare 
that the story "am selling in this 
grapevine column is the truth, the real 
truth and nothing but the truth."
Bauchi the host state had organised a 

dinner for participants but in a scru- 
pulous and prudent display of eco-

Eyes for the future

>ng with their Aide-de-camp who 
3 the Directors-Gcneral of Women's 

Directorates in the states took their 
seats, there were none left for the rural 
women. They hovered timidly in the 
background wearing long faces. They 
were resigned to their fate of watching 
privileged women stealing the show, 
leaving them to clap their hands sore in 
feigned appreciation. So they waited, 

have sent a few shakers and movers in 
the Airforce to their villages and other 
big shots in the army are joining them. 
Some 300 ordinary soldiers drawn 
from the 1 Mechanised Infantry Divi­
sion of the Nigerian Army will attempt 
to resign. They will make their wish 
known to the Chief of Army Staff, 
General Salihu Ibrahim, who will ref­
use to entertain their request because 
"The Units would crumble"
P.E:- Will the Chief of Army staff fi­
nally accept their withdrawal from 
service? Will they also be promoted 
after retirement?
C.B.S.:- Yes, they will be allowed to 
leave but they will not benefit from any 
post service promotions. That is re- 
servod for their "Ogas". Many more 
hc.n vweight soldiers will go but they 
will Im- "rehabilitated" with jobs. So as 
the forces demobilise, MAMSER will 
mobilise to balance up the equation 
and make demobilisation ineffective.

P.E:- Now, how can I catch a coup plot­
ter?
C.B.S:- First, you need two first class Brit­
ish Airways tickets. The reason? Well, 
the easiest coup plotters you can catch 
live in Britain. So, you can kill two birds 
with one stone. You will need to reserve 
two suites at the Churchill Hotel in Lon­
don because two of the coup plotters fre­
quent the place and there is a security 
man there whose palms can be greased to 
cooperate. Then you need 50,000 pounds 
to hire an Israeli spy of an anaesthetist, 
and 50 pounds for two crates and ...
P.E:- But the naira is 18 to the pound. 
How can I break even?
C.B.S:- You will catch two coup plotters 
at one go and I can see that the operation 
will succeed only if I accompany you.
We need to go to Harrods and while we 

are shopping, two of the coup plotters 
will pass by and...
P.E:- Are you going to leave before I call 
in the police? You dupe of a...

There was an uncomfortable silence. 
Mrs. Babangida, the Commander of Bet­
ter Life Forces surveyed the scene with 
disapproval. She signalled toanaideand 
before you could say Jack Robinson, the 
governors' wives and their retinue of 
bureaucratic Aide de Camp were on their 
way out of the banquet hall! They rose 
almost lifeless from their cushioned seats 
the starch from their "gogoro" headties 
almost giving way in shock and disap­
peared to go and comb Bauchi for an al­
ternative place where they could have 

930 pm. What was amiss? The 
asked each other. Then 

came the announcement from the proto­
col department. "This dinner is hosted for 
the real rural women. All other officials 
including the chairpersons of the Better 
Life are to vacate their seats for the rural 
women from their states".
The ecstatic rural women were so dazed 

in wonder before they found the nerve to 
occupy the scats just vacated by their 
"madams". But sat they did and feasted 
on the sumptuous meal. When they fin­
ished lining their stomach they all said a 
private prayer for the arrival of Better Life 
at Bauchi fair.

Don't ask me how many 
wives and Directors-General ’ 
without dinner that night. I am still con­
ducting a census!

n t is not my style to be stingy with 
| bits and pieces of news including 
U the stuff raked up from crystal ball 
spinner (CBS) I was having a quiet 
moment when this professional "fu­
turologist" called on me.
P.E:- So let's have your predictions for 
what is left of the year since you claim 
that is your speciality.
C.B.S:-1 usually begin my predictions 
in December, but this year SAP has 
forced me out of my shell of hiberna­
tion. But SAP apart, there is an urgent 
need to inform the people about an 
impending drought...
P.E: Pardon me if I cut you short but 
'am more interested in the demobili 
sation exercise, how to catch a coup 
plotter and make 500,000 Naira 
C.B.S:- You see, this demobilisation 
exercise is very ineffective So you
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POETS' NEST

Nature's Beauty

By Ibrahim Sheme.

irpose and disintegra-

warm kiss,
Then a rush to the scent-tree, for a 
splinter:
Who can have these in hostile, cold 
winter?

God Is...
God is knowing, so wise, 

forgiving us MOUTHS to protest or 
commend; and to make haste 
or slowness in life, to walk 
He gives us LEGS; now the eyes are 
given for sight, and to talk a 
■jnMrn re ;e• ••• '
the SKIN is to judge, to feel.
Yet we oft stand to gain 
much more from His gift of the 
BRAIN.

Summer
When Butterflies hum and Roses 
bloom
With fine petals, and Canaries 
sing
As they cross the dales on a quick 
wing,
Winter, then, awaits her doom!
Now Summer gets the strongest 
hand
As it stands, waiting, at the 
threshold.
How merrily do the Rivers flow!
How sweetly does the Wind come 
and go
O'er the flower-carpeted Country­
side!
And the Sky, ever so high and 

wide,
Made illume by the twinkling 
stellar Lights;
Now we forget about Winter's 
genid Nights.
This is Summer, and tranquil it is;
Lovers' season: they roam and 

cuddle
In the dithering flamelight of the 

Candle:
Now a sigh, now a touch, then a

canoe
Mindful of the fragility of our 
craft?
Pulled here and there by our 
Paddlers wind of ingenuity 
A massive perfection of human 
Frailty 
Illusion of pur 
tion of beliefs
Personification, Coronation and 
Worship of Greed
Flamboyance and destitution 
juxtaposed
A blatant prostitution of our 
values!
What a massive capacity for resig­
nation.
The multitude of us; harrowed and 
lugubrious
Eyes open but vision describably 
hazy
Ears straightened but hearing 
voices from the dead
True, they are our next of kin 
because we are a living wreck.

A journey through the verses 
on nature begins with the 
beauty of summer, to the 

nuisance that the mosquito is. We 
ponder on the mystery of the At­
lantic and the winged metal called 
a plane. Our poets guide us 
through the unfathomable maze of 
nature.

Hopes rising and falling like the 
tides
Making creases on our unwilling 
bodies
This is symbolic — the looks of a 
wasted humanity
In leaps and limps we've crossed 
much hurdles
And with as taunting mind power 
we'll continue our struggles 
With posterity ahead we expect a 
magnificient ladle
And with a Divine pat we shall 
once again be on a saddle.

By Bomoi Mo hammed 

Citizen, November 12,1990

Mosquitoes
Mosquitoes sting and their bites 
pain
They thrive in heat and dumpness 
and rain
One mosquito carries malaria in its 
vein
It bites and pass it to the victim 
with stain.
We don't like mosquito we fight it 
in vain
Because our drainage system is 
archaic and plain

TONGUE is given; now, the will of With pot-holes in our roads and 
u.m enwc—i left pots full of rain

We have breeding mosquitoes we 
can never contain.
If mosquitoes are crazy, lazy 
people are more
For how can they be lazy while the 
insects, know before
For the fight is serious against this 
evil foe.
Mosquito, Mosquito, you have an 
evil name
You have a canny carcass and 
skeletal frame
Mosquitoes I challenge you I have 
been ready since I came
I am a reed fighter and killer is my 
name.
With your singing noise your 
voice is bad.
You compose your music making 
people mad
Now listen you mosquito, if you 
drive me mad
I am prompt with my swapper 
then your stain is on pad.

By Abdulkadir Babajo

Tensility
Deep and Expansive
such is the Atlantic of our experi­
ence
Over which we are sailing with
nothing in sight
We are crossing the Atlantic in a
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GUIDE — LINE
Clear 
The Air

There's 
nothing 
more awkward 
thana 
misunderstanding 
left unresolved. 
And nothing more 
unnecessary.
It leads 
to strain, 
tension, 
invective, 
an atmosphere 
that can lead 
to open hostility. 
Why risk losing 
a friend, 
a colleague, 
a customer? 
If you have 
a misunderstanding 
that is a tempest 
in a teapot, 
don't let it 
blow into a 
hurricane.
Take the initiative. 
Pick up a 
phone.
Pick up a 
pen.
Or pick yourself up. 
March in right now 
and clear the air.
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the conference. On Friday eve­
ning, a special forum was con­
vened whereby book publishers 
and writers were brought face to 
face to discuss their mutual prob­
lems. In attendance were represen­
tatives of such major publishing 
companies as Longman, Heine­
mann, UPL and Malthouse. The 
established names in Nigerian Lit­
erature as well as the "young and 
upcoming" ones were also there,

that Nigerian publishers are reluc­
tant to accept and publish book in 
the creative literature genre and 
prefer to concentrate on textbooks 
and sundry tertiary material. Dr 
Osas Enebulele, a lecturer at the 
university of Benin told Citizen at

3
1-

later described as "a heaven-sent 
.......... ran­

ger and venom on the publishers.
Th6 main grouse of the writers, 

especially the young and yet to be

ARTS AND CULTURE "

Wheo wooers gather 
The Association of Nigerian Authors Marked its 10th 
Anniversary, October 31, what is in store for the avid 
readers
TI lhe main campus of the Uni- 
| versity of Ibadan is a writer's 

delight. The rambling old 
buildings, spirited straight out of a 
talented architect's sketch book. 
And the somnolent green lawns 
generously interspersed with leafy 
trees has a way of setting the muse 
on fire. And it was in this well-ap­
pointed vale that members of the 
Association of Nigerian Authors 
(ANA) gathered from October 31 to 
November 3 to mark the tenth anni­
versary conference of the Associa­
tion.

It was four whole days of laugh­
ter, dance, music and poetry punc­
tuated occasionally with brain 
storming sessions where the writer 
and his craft was placed on a pedes­
tal and minutely dissected. Expect­
edly, the theme of the conference, 
"Writing and Public Life" provided 
the central arena around which 
delegates, invited guests and jour­
nalists, jostled and crossed literary 
and intellectual swords. Dr Akinola 
Aguda the eminent jurist laid the 
ground from the three days literary 
fiesta in his keynote address at the 
opening of the anniversary confer­
ence on Thursday November 1. 
Aguda railed against Nigerian Pub-

A

\

lishers who rather than encourage and they siezed what some of them 
the growth of literature, chase after described es a heaver. a ‘ 
retired Major Generals for permis- opportunity" to pour all their 
sion to publish their trite and cliche- J
ridden autobiographies. The jurist 
also argued that since government . .
subsidises housing, transportation published ones among them, is 
and other services, it should also 41--cKT: i—
extend the gesture to book publish­
ing as is the case in Kenya and Great 
Britain.

Indeed, the current book crisis in 
the country turned out to be the 
main topic of discussion all through

the forum that Nigerian publish­
ers are not dynamic and adventur­
ous enough. "Nigerian publishers 
are unwilling to take risks and that 
is why they are always reluctant to 
accept the work of young and 
unknown writers. This is not the 
case in Europe and America where 
first consideration is given to bud­
ding writers".

It was also Dr Enabulele's view 
that editors employed by the pub­
lishers are not properly grounded 
in the rudiments of the profession 
and this explains the shoddy 
manner with which they treat 
writers.

Earlier, Mr Ken Saro Wiwa, au­
thor of the popular television 

comedy, Basi and Company 
and proprietor of the pub­
lishing firm, Saros Interna­
tional had brought the house 
down with the suggestion 
that Nigerian writers should 
"try other publishers if they 
are not satisfied with the per­
formance of local publish­
ers". The storm of protests 
and angry retorts that en­
sued in the wake of Wiwa's 
utterance was only stopped 
from maturing into a violent 
row by the timely interven­
tion of the moderator, Mrs 
Mabel Segun. As the voices 
quietened, Mr Ben To-

J moloju, literary editor of The 
Guardian took the floor and 
suggested, as a way out of 

the book crisis, a concerted lobby 
that will persuade government to 
reactivate the moribund supple­
mentary readers scheme in the 
primary and secondapr schools 
with a view to reactivating the fire 
of literary awareness and creativ­
ity. Massive advertising of new 
titles in the mass media was also 
suggested by Mr. Sola Osofisan, 
one of the delegates.

Butby far the most seminal of the 
marathon literary sessions at the 
conference was the special discus-^ 
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At the business meeting of the

ference, though. The delegates

The elderly novelist likened the BylkeOkonta

November 2 when such eminent 
writers as Chukwuemeka Ike,

name written in bold letters 
thereon. There is no joy greater 
than this, and at that moment, he 
feels like a woman who has suc-

Delegates at the Conference: From left Dre. Vincent, Afejuka and Garba
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ARTS AND CULTURE 
men and eight ladies acted out a

appetiser to welcome delegates Secretary (South). Four Ex-Officio 
and invited guests alike on Thurs­
day evening, November 1. En-

Rnrwnv.

a case for women liberation but 
ended up admitting that nature 
has so ordained things that women Saturday 
and men have their respective and 
complementary roles in society. 
Friday evening saw Koteba, a 
dance troupe from Cote dTvorie

are
Chidi Ngangah, financial secre-

and presented by the Kwara State tary, Wale Okediran, Treasurer 
Drama Troupe was served as an and Dr Tunde Fatunde, Publicity 

»_  —1 - - -

members — Wale Ogunyemi, 
Chidi Amuta, Ben Tomoloju and 
May Ellen-Damijo were also 
elected.

The four day conference ended 
with a Dinner and Award Night on 

evening, November 3.
At ten, the Association of Nige­

rian Authors has clearly come a 
long way. What is however in 
doubt is the extent of its contribu-

ll

Mr Ken Saro Wiwa emerged the 
new president of the association, 
taking over from Professor Femi 
Osofisan who had occupied the 
office for two consecutive years.

  , Dr Ossie Enekwe and Dr Bode
Third World. It was the play- ing throughout the three day con- Sowande both retained the posts
Wright's view that although cen- ' n .
sors' \.................. ’ ..
in Britain and other countries of 
the West, leaders of developing 
countries appear to have devel­
oped an inordinate appetite for 
clamping writers in jail.

Chukwuemeka Ike focused on 
writing as a profession and its 
demands on the writer. "Writing is  
not as easy as drinking pepper titled "Rebellion of the Bumpy- 
soup", asserted the author of the Chested", the play sought to make 
celebrated novel, "The Potters '  ’ *
Wheel". "It is a very tasking pro­
fession, and demands all the time 
and energy of the writer".

Writing has its rewards never­
theless, and John Munonye, au­
thor of such famous novels as "Oil 
Man of Obange" and "The Only assuming centre stage at the uni- tion to the growth of literature and 
Son" took time to point them out. versit/s Arts Theatre. The dance culture in the country.
The elderly novelist likened the troupe, consisting of ten young Fy” -----

44______________________________________ ____________________
sion forum on Friday morning, process of creating a novel to child- „
November 2 when such eminent birth. "The ultimate pleasure of dance drama which highlighted 

"" ’ " writing", remarked Munonye, "is thedarker side of delinquency and
John Munonye and the celebrated the moment when the writer holds drug addiction.
British playwright, Nikky Wright the published novel in his hand, A* l'"c’no 
shared with aspiring young writ- opens the first page and sees his Association on Saturday morning, 
ers the peculiar joys and pains of Von Qam Wiwa pmoro<^
creative writing. Citing the ex­
ample of the Rushdie affair, 
Wright argued that censorship is 
the major obstacle in the path of the cessfully given birth." 
writer today, especially in the It was not only literary jaw-jaw-

selves to joyous sessions of poetry,

and directed by Stella Oyedepo tary, Idris Amali, Assistant Secre-

z o’’_--- ference, though. The delegates of Vice President and General Sec- 
rship has virtually disappeared also took out time to treat them- retaiy respectively. Other officials

music and dance. A play written
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SPORTS

profes-

Nationale's Keeper Edward Ansah

many 
•oints clear of 
ucif closest ri-

If the game lov­
ers who pinned 
their cup hopes 
on Nationale 
were over-ambi­
tious, they have 
every reason to 
be. Were Nation­
ale not the lead­
ing club in the 
local 
sional league, 
with 
point 
their 
vals? Was their 
camp not brim­
ming with play­
ers who rank 
among the best in 
the land? Were 
they not the team 
who survived the 
intimidating 
blitz from Esper­
ance Sportive of 
Tunisia to qualify 
for the semi-fi­
nal? Only a 

J chronic pessimist 
would not give a

Champion Cup:

Gutless INMoifWite blew St
resounding victory for Iwuanyanwu 
Nationale in their second-leg semi­
final of African Champion Clubs Cup 
against Nkana Red Devils of Zambia. 
The Zambian team had a fortnight 
earlier managed a slim lone goal vic­
tory against the Nigerian representa­
tives in an explosive show-down that 
took place in Kit we. The narrow score­
line had given a false sense of security 
to the enthusiastic football fans na­
tionwide who saw in Nationale a team 
not only capable of qualifying for the 
final but also able to break the age­

ing jinx that the 
mtinental com- 
etition ‘has be- 
)me to all Nige- 
an clubs who

team with such record a good chance 
to survive a lone goal first leg defeat by 
the Devils and qualify for the final.

But when the much anticipated 
moment came, it turned out to be the 
harshest irony of fate that most soccer­
crazy Lagos fans who stormed the 
National Stadium least expected. Like 
a child's play or like a motion picture 
in slow motion, the cruel hand of fate 
began to swallow the Nigerian flag 
bearers. As if they were under the 
influence of some mysterious spell of 
the Devils' conjurers. Nationale 
wobbled and stumbled awkwardly 
like oversized elephants. This pre­
sented a sharp contrast to their oppo­
nents, the Red Devils who as if in­
spired by the god of soccer soared like 
eagles, with captivating and mesmer­
ising skills, smooth positional play 
and fast breaks, that the clay footed 
Nationale players found too over­
whelming to keep up with. At the end 
of the 90 minutes performance. Na­
tionale, instead of living up to people's 
aspiration, crashed out of the competi­
tion, after losing 0-1 to the Zambians to 
make it 0-2 on the aggregate.

If the Owerri based team's failure to 
make it to the final and possibly win 
the elusive cup for Nigeria after swel­
ling the nation's optimism to the brim 
was bad enough, the mediocre per­
formance they displayed on that Sat­
urday was a bad commentary on the 
image of the country's football. If 
Nationale who pride themselves as the 
front-runners of our professional 
league, that houses the creams of the 
nation's clubs could display so much 
deficient skills and lack of technical 
depth, then our desire to hoist our flag 
in the 1994 World Cup final in U.S.A, 
may turn out again to be a scuttled 
ambition.

A careful look at most of the factors 
responsible for Nationale's exit from 
the Champions Cup shows that they 
were the architect of their own disas- 
ter. Scandalous revelations by some 
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1t is another labour lost once again. 
I Nigeria's dream of winning the 
® most cherished soccer prize in Afri­
can dubs competition for the first time 
since its inception in 1965 has faded 
into thin air with the disgraceful exit of 
Iwuanyanwu Nationale from the race. 
The sad drama was played out on 
Saturday November 3, and the theatre 
of the tragic and shameful perform­
ance was no other place than the main 
bowl of our famous National Stadium.

It was a day most ardent followers 
and analysts of the game assumed
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that football has advanced to such a 
stage that such puerile issues like 
home support hardly affects the per­
formance of a good team. The truth is 
thatNationaledid not prepare for such 
crucial encounter and they would still 
have lost even if the match was played 
inOwerri. A tattered team as paraded 
by Nationale on that day would have 
suffered greater disaster from Nkana 
Red Devils if the match had been 
staged in Owerri or Benin where they 
would be under the intense pressure of 
their home fans.

to leam the hard way that the Sekou 
Toure Cup Competition has no room 
for rudderless club. The stark reality 
dawned on Ejimofor when Nationale 
struggled badly in Lagos before they 
could managed an unimpressive 2-1 
win over Esperance Sportive of Tuni­
sia in the first leg of the quarter-final. 
Junior National team coach James 
Peters and Super Eagles technical 
adviser Clcmence Westerhorf had to 
be drafted in to drill the team before 
they were able to survive the second 
leg show-down in Tunis.________
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key players of the team at the end of 
that ignominous outing, revealed that 
officials who should have charted out 
an impeccable plan to see Nationale to 
victories actually spent most of their 
time plotting the club's down fall. 
Team manager Uche Ejimofor unwit­
tingly began digging the club's grave 
midway into the current football sea­
son when, following the resignation of 
Nationale's longest serving coach 
Tony Ukachu, he told anybody who 
cared to listen that his team could sur­
vive any competition without the 
guiding hands and useful hints of a 
coach. To him. Nationale were such a 
gathering of the best hands around 
who could march through the usually 
strong and competitive field of Cham­
pions Cup with little hindrance.
Ejimofor and other club officials were 

Iwuanyanwu handlers: Peters and Panov: taking it all in.

coach Alphonsus Dike. Ghanaian 
bom Missah Ibrahim opened the fes­
tering can of worm in theclub when he 
disclosed that someof theplayers used 
in that very important match were 
fielded not because they were fit to 
play bu t because they were friends and 
relations of some club officials so as to 
enable them "enjoy match bonuses 
and some other goodies from the club 
proprietor."

Another player, Ifeanyi Aghenu, 
piqued by the disgraceful manner his 
team was pushed out of the competi-

________________SPORTS 
tion, attributed the club's unsuccessful 
attempt in their third consecutive bid 
for thecup to coach Dike. According to 
Aghenu, coach Dike saw Peters who 
contributed immensely towards the 
clubs victory in Tunis, as a threat to his 
job. And in a bid to prove that he is 
superior to Peters, he turned upside 
down all the game plans the junior 
national coach had hid out for the 
match.

Surprisingly Nationale team man­
ager Uche Ejimofor still believed that 
they lost out because the match was 
played in the National Stadium which 
he described as jinxed. Ejimofor 
should tell us why BCC Lions could so 
overwhelm Grupo Desportivo of 
Mozambique on the same pitch a day 
after by 6-1. Somebody like Ejimofor's 
standing should have known by now

T 
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Another factor that contributed to 
the team's ouster from the continental 
competition was the unwise decision 
by the management to withdraw from 
this year's Challenge Cup competi­
tion. The players missed that stiff ri­
valry of the Challenge Cup which 
would have put them in good shape 
for the tough challenge of the conti­
nental competition which usually gets 
tougher the fewer the participating 
clubs become. It was obvious from • 
their weighty appearance and slow 
response on the day of the crucial 
match that, the Owerri boys were suf­
fering partly from match rustiness and 
partly from inadequate coaching.

The two deadly blows that finished 
off Nationale were the fielding of unfit 
players and the unreasonable flexing 
of muscle by the club's acting chief
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Roar ©n3 BCC Lions
ms.
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y from the outset that this
.A. Cup final is going to be champions BCC Lions and Lagos
ed and tension-soaked heart-throb Stationery Stores. It will 

immaterial of the two teams playing in
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what would have been a sor- 
\V>\y rowful weekend of double 
■ ■ defeats for Nigeria in con­

tinental clubs competitions was 
averted by the inspired dazzling per­
formance of BCC Lions 24 hours after 
Nationale had crashed out of the 
Champions Cup Competition. The 
Lions' roar, which took them to the 
final of the Cup Winners Cup, in their

to their Gboko base to prepare for the 
decisive match against the Mozambi- 

"igorous work-outsand flawless 
>lan by Coach Amadu Shuaibu 

1 they needed against Despor- 
tey also got more in form of 
nd the will to win. It was little

weekly publication, we 
were caught wrong footed by 

_ __ the constraint of time. At the
time of putting together this edition, 
thetwoF.A.Cup semi-final matches to 
determine the two teams to play the 
final of theglamorous competition this 
year were yet to be decided. Citizen 
Sports was therefore left with two op­
tions of not saying anything about the 
Challenge Cup final coming up this 
Saturday in Lagos, or doing a general 
preview based on the four teams who 
were yet to play the two semi-final 
matches as at the time of going to 
press. Since we feel our sports pages 
are to adequately inform you, we 
opted for the later option.

Challenge Cup final:

A battle of prize and pride
final show-down between defending

first continental 
outing was so de- 
fening and their 
razor-sharp paws 
so devastating that 
their Mozambican 
opponents, Grupo 
Desportivo were 
badly dazed after 
conceding six 
goals, and only 
managed to pull 
one back.

Following Na­
tionale's poor 
showing the previ­
ous day, specula­
tions were rife that 
BCC Lions, who 
lost the first 
semi-final

We must say 
weekend's F.£ 
action-packed 
immaterial of the two teams playing in 
the final. As we said in the edition 
before this, all the four clubs in the 
semi finals are potential winners. 
They have all proved since the compe­
tition started over a month ago that 
they are the best surviving four out of 
the 20 clubs that began the race for the 
most important soccer prize in the 
land. Any face-off between two of 
them therefore is likely to be a spec­
tacle of the best soccer thrills and ex­
plosive struggle ever witnessed in 
recent time.
Take for instance a possible F. A. Cup

q
Humphrey Jebba of BCC Lions (left): in hot pursuit. semi* in

Maputo 1-2 would not find it quite 
easy pulling through to the final. This 
was informed by the accounts of the 
first leg match which said that the 
Nigerian flag bearers who are also 
Challenge Cup defending champions very 
did not play up to expectation. After cial n 
qualifying for the semi-final of the 
Challenge Cup by beating Kwasu 
Bombers in Kano, the Lions withdrew

iivxm-imwv ^vai.waery Stores. It will 
easily be a replay of their last year 
semi-final clash in grander scale. You 
can imagine how electrifying and pal­
pable the tension around such encoun­
ter will be. Stores who got knocked out 
of contention for the cup in the semi­
final last year would be spoiling for 
vengeance. They would fight till the 
last drop of their sweat to win their first 
F.A. cup in eight years. But dethroning 
ruling things like BCC Lions would be 
no mean job. Moreso, when BCC Lions 
who defeated Grupo of Mozambique 
6-1 in the Cup Winners Cup campaign 
seem to have suddenly discovered a

A"

cans. Rip 
game pk 
were all 
tivo. The 
fitness ana <».«= »»*** 
surprise that the Gboko boys stormed 
the field cutting through Grupo De­
sportivo like a knife through butter.

BCC Lions are now to meet Club 
Africain of Tunisia who eliminated 
defending Champions El-Meriek of 
Sudan in the semi-final. The first leg of 
the final will be played in Lagos on 
Saturday November 24, while the sec­
ond leg will hold in Tunis. This is 
going to be the real test for BCC Lions. 
North African Clubs have always pre­
sented the toughest challenge to Nige­
rian teams. And more often than not, 
they have become a spoil-joy to our 
clubsides at the finals of both Cup 
Winners Cup and Champions Cup. 
Moreover, Club Africain will be urged 
on to use BCC Lions to avenge Iwuan- 
yanwu Nationale's ouster of Esper­
ance Sportive, which incidentally is 
based in the same city as Club African. 
BCC Lions will do well to embark on a

‘ / serious preparation for this cru- 
match. They need flawless strate­

gies and extra-hard work to over­
whelmed the sleek and skillful North 
Africans.

got 
rill
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to prepai 
festival.

For instance Zone six which com­
prised Kaduna, Kano and Katsina has 
already put together an intra zonal 
sports competition among all the 
higher institutions of learning in the 
zone. It is to start off on state basis. 
After that, the best athletes in each of 

tinst 
cthe 

best material for its team for next year's 
sports festival. The Zone, we gathered 
has also packaged some coaching clin­
ics and seminars for schools and sports 
council coaches to help them in groom­
ing grassroots athletes.

Zone six coordinator Malam Tijjani 
Yusuf confirmed the silent and careful 
groundwork being done by some 
zones towards the Bauchi festival. He 
said they (Zone Six) were aiming to 
emerge one of the best zones in the 
festival. But the former Ahmadu Bello 
Director of sports who, sources said,

cause both clubs rate among the best in 
the current football season. But more 
than that, both of them have won the 
F.A. cup before. They have had a good 
feel of the pride and glory that go with 
emerging the winners of the best soc­
cer trophy in the country. Therefore, 
unless the unpredictable which is so 
common with the game happens, 
don't expect easy victory from any 
side. Just as predicting which team

Sports Zones: Craving for excellence
_ nvestigations being conducted by 
I Citizen Sports have revealed that 

all the seven sports zones created 
by the federal ministry of youth and 
sports to enhance grassroots sports de­
velopment, are currently engaged in 
silent rivalry to raise a formidable 
teams for the coming National Sports 
Festival slated for April next year in 
Bauchi. According to our investiga­
tions, some of the measures being 
taken by some of these sports‘zones to 
ensure that they come tops in the 
maiden sports festival to be competed 
for on zonal basis, include specific 
instruction by the zonal coordinators 
to states under them to watch-out for 
the possible poaching of their athletes 
from states from other zones. Some 
zones, we gathered, have even 
mapped out far-reaching programmes

ire their athletes for the sports
Tijjani Yusuf, Zonal Coordinator 

with the zonal coordinator to raise a 
strong team of local athletes. One 
thing is however clear. If the current 
level of silent preparation being made 
by the sports zones are sustained, next 
year's sports festival will not only be 
more competitive than the past ones 
competed for on state basis, it will also 
be more rewarding for the country, as 
it is likely to yield athletes of improved 
standard that may form part of the 
nation's team to the All-African 
Games in Cairo next year and the 1992 
Olympic Games in Barcelona.

By Joe Olajuwon 
/Citizen Sports sincerely regrets the mix\ 

up in our article, Ebewde's ran tings in the 
last edition. The piece which started on 
page 48 was inadvertently conduded 
on page 50. We assure you that such 
mistake wsill not reoccur. We shall keep 
youabreast with thelatestdcvelopm ent 

\jn the world of sports.J

________________ SPORTS 
wins a possible pairing between 
Ranchers Bees and BCC Lions, will be 
no less tasking. The two teams have 
not met in the competition's final. But 
the severe and sometimes unhealthy 
rivalry that had prevailed among the 
two teams in their amateur days in the 
national league divisions two and one 
is instructive enough for one to predict 
an uncompromisingly tough F.A. cup 
final match for them.

has been making extensive tours of all 
the states and sports centres under his 
zone, regarded as top secret the strate­
gies he is planning with the three states 
directors of sports in the zone to come 
out tops in Bauchi. It was also gath­
ered that all the national coaches who 
were posted to the zone from Lagos 
have been working round the clock

winning trick that will see them retain­
ing the cup for another one year. Such 
a showdown may drag to penalty 
shoot-outs before the clear winners 
emerge.
A challenge cup final between Rang­

ers International and Ranchers Bees 
will not be less explosive. Rangers 
stand out as the most successful team 
in the history of the competition hav­
ing won it five times. Ranchers Bees 
however are yet to taste the sweet 
sensation of the Challenge Cup victory 
even though they have appeared in the 
final twice. The two clubs' rivalry in 
the competition dates back to 1983 
when Ranchers Bees (then known as 
DIC Bees) lost the cup to Rangers in an 
entrancing and keenly contested final 
that was decided by penalty shoot- 
outs. Ranchers Bees stormed back to 
get their own pound of flesh from 
Rangers in 1987 when they eliminated 
them in the semi-final. Ranchers Bees 
also eliminated the Coal City boys the the three states will compete agai 
following year at the quarter-final of themselves to enable the zone pick I
the competition. 1—«--«•.-*----- e-------—
Rangers are having their best outings 

in recent times while Ranchers, after a 
chain of setbacks in the pro-league, 
have used the F.A. Cup to launch 
themselves back to limelight. It is 
going to bea very dicey affair if by any 
chance both of them play in the final.

Another possible pairing is Station­
ery Stores versus Rangers Interna­
tional. Such encounter would mark 
the first time the two clubs are meeting 
in the competition's final. Such tie 
would drive the Lagos fans mad be-

Citizen, November 12,1990
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ra t a time when all his colleagues 
were looking for security guard 

>>jobs in factories, retired staff 
sergeant Hassan Shettima had an­
other thing in mind—thanks to three 
of his relatives.

After serving for twelve years in the 
Nigerian Army as a staff sergeant 
Hassan Shettima was discharged on 
health grounds. This was in 1977, he

went to Hong, his home town with a 
heavy heart, only to return to Lagos a 
couple of days later, with an idea that 
made him what he is today.
'It all started two days after I arrived 

Hong, my town in Gongola State. Fire 
broke out not far from my f 

activist Dr. Nwigwe ob- compound, oneof my relation*
wife and two children, v 
others lost their homes. That
I got the idea of making security equip­
ment my business".

He started on a very small scale 
through the help of his friend Mr. 
Trevor Cole a Briton, who bought his 
idea and helped him establish connec- 

icy titles bestowed on her tions, in England for supplies on trust.
u*‘*t appreciate her "When I started Dala Security in 

contribution to the country's develop- Kano in 1978,1 was alone formore than 
ment. three months before I was able to hire

a helping hand, a cleaner. After an­
other two more months I employed a 
typist/secretary."

Further, Shettima's early military 
training aided him tremendously in 
running the security firm all alone. He 
is at present the Chairman of Fire Risk 
Engineering Limited, Ikoyi, Lagos. 
Ten years later his hard work was 
rewarded by yet another company, 
Providence Manufacturing Company 
Limited, Lagos.

Bom 47 years ago, Alhaji Hassan 
Shettima is married with a wife and 
has eight children.

PEOPLE *=
[pX R. Victoria Nwigwe, 47, 
l|)l leaves a trail of optimism 
tfesx where ever she goes. Hardly 
surprising when she confesses that her 
philosophy of life is to "make the best 
out of every situation and engage in 
positive thinking all the time. The 
positive effect of this frame of mind is 
that some twenty professional, social 
and philanthropic organisations, are 
benefiting from Dr. Nwigwe's dedica­
tion to service. She serves these in 
various capacities either as a member 
or a patron. Somehow she finds the 
time to attend to these extra-curricular 
activities and still maintain her grasp 
on her job as a lecturer in the French 
department of the Alvan Ikoku Col­
lege of Education, Owerri, Imo State.
Citizen caught her in Abuja at a meet- 

ingof the Resource Panel appointed by 
MAMSER's Family and Social Rela­
tions department to work on a project. 
Asked how she finds the time to cope 
with such a loaded schedule, she said 
what gives her the greatest pleasure is 
"to see someother person happy. Hike 
to generate happiness by giving a 
helping hand whenever I am called 
upon to do so".

A woman 
serves that "Nigerian women have 
gone a long way in their quest for 
identity and self actualisation. More 
could be achieved if they close ranks 
and eschew pettiness and jealousy."

A bilingual educationist, public 
administrator and guidanceand coun­
selling expert, Dr. Nwigwe also has 
two chieftancy titles bestowed on her 
by communities that appreciate her 
contribution to the country's develop-

■ ongbeforehebecamea shipping 
I magnate, Alhaji Hassan Adamu

had made a credible presence in 
the manufacturing sector. Spreading 
his tentacles to these vital sectors of the 
economy have paid him well. He is the 
current president of the Manufactur­
ers Association of Nigeria (M.A.N.) 
and chairman of the Abuja City Press, 
publishers of Abuja Newsday. 
Enough commitments to keep a versa­
tile business man active, isn't it? But 
Alhaji Hassan is not mesmerised by 
the success he is making of these ven­
tures here at home. He has since cast 
his net wide, fishing in foreign invest­
ment waters in a bid to attract foreign 
investors to the country.

His latest port of call was Atlanta, 
Georgia where Alhaji Hassan’ was 
invited to inaugurate the International 
Lecture Series of the Clark/Atlanta 
University. He talked on "Private 
Entreneurship in Nigeria." He was 
also the Special guest at the 1990 Na­
tional Business League Convention 
which was held in Austin Texas.

In appreciation of his attempts to 
build bridges between Nigerian and 
American businessmen, the three- 
term mayor of Atlanta, Mr. Maynard 
Jackson, at a special ceremony be­
stowed on Alhaji Hassan, the honor­
ary citizenship of the City of Atlanta. 
In an acceptance speech, the M.A.N. 
president who also holds The tradi­
tional title of Wakilin Adamawa, said 
"African governments are anxious to 
assure foreigners, the security of their 
investment.
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Our business advice will

a UNION BANK

*,Reliable
>65439, 665441

You can depend on

Union Bank

UNION BANK OF NIGERIA LIMITED I

UNION BANK Big.Strong.l
Head Office: 40 Marina, Lagoi. Telephone: 66

At Union Bank of Nigeria Limited, we care about 
your business. That’s why we set the pace in the banking 

industry with our unique Business Advisor)’ Service 
— the first of its kind in Nigeria.

With our Advisory Service, you can manage 
‘your business profitably and successfully 
We also assist the small businessman to 

acquire such basic techniques as

improve your business profit
Book-Keeping and •Management skills. Our booklets 
— “Book-Keeping for the Small Business" and 
"Business Advisory Senice" can be obtained, free 
of charge, at any of our branches throughout the 
country.
So. why not consult our Business Advisory Senice 
in any of our branches — Our business senice advice 
will surely improve your business profit


