
WELCOME ADDRESS/REMARKS BY THE NATIONAL LIBRARIAN/CEO, PROF. CHINWE VERONICA ANUNOBI AT THEGROUND BREAKING CEREMONY OF THE NATIONAL LIBRARY OF NIGERIA PROTOTYPE BRANCH BUILDING IN ABEOKUTA, OGUN STATE ON WEDNESDAY, 10TH AUGUST, 2022.

Protocols

It is with utmost pleasure that I welcome Your Excellency, the Governor of Ogun State, Prince Dapo Abiodun MFR, members of the State Executive Council, indigenes and residents of this state and indeed everyone that has taken out time to join us at this significant occasion. 

To us at the National Library, we feel happy whenever people leave their other activities and turn up at our events. We usually consider that, as a demonstration to prove those who say that Nigerians don’t read, wrong. It also helps us justify to government why it should keep supporting us in our quest to continue to provide services across the nation. 

We are therefore happy having you here today.

Today is not a day to make long speeches. That day is reserved for the commissioning of this edifice, when it is completed. 

I will however, say a few things about the National Library, and the building we are about to start work on, before we shall proceed to the foundation laying ceremony. 



About the National Library:
The National Library of Nigeria (NLN) was established and opened to the public on 6th November 1964 and charged with the responsibility for the development and provision of Library and Information Services in Nigeria.
The National Library is the major reference point for books and non-books materials including documents of National importance; literary works of all types (Educational, Research and Creative) as well as other materials published and printed from all over the world. Also, it holds Catalogues, Tapes, Films, Video and Discs and makes these easily available to the Nigerians. This justifies our mission and vision, which is to connect and build informed citizenry by collecting, processing and making access leveraging on ICT. 
To make these resources easily accessible, we are mandated to have a branch in each state of the federation. So far, 33 states and the FCT have provided us with the support required of them, for us to start operations in their states. It is worthy of note that Ogun State is amongst the earliest states that provided us with what we needed to start operations in the state, and we have been operating here since 1986.  The Ogun State government had provided us with a temporary accommodation at Abeokuta Descendent Union (ADUN) House, behind Centenary Hall, Ake, Abeokuta. On behalf of the National Library, I say thank you to the good people of Ogun state, for their warm reception. However, the provided space was not to be the Promised Land since it restricts our operations and hinders optimal and quality services. It became imperative for us to move out to a more befitting place in order to continue to render quality services to the people of Ogun state and its environs.
STATE BRANCH PROTOTYPE BUILDING, ABEOKUTA:
The struggle for the commencement of this development started a long time ago with several challenges ranging from the allocation of the Land by the State Government to Appropriation/Tender Process and finally the Award of Contract.  
The allocation of this Plot of Land for the Construction of the Ogun State Branch Prototype Building was an upheaval task. Past State Government Administrations either failed to honour our request for allocation of land or allocated plots of land that were not suitable for the project. However, it is cheering to state that my predecessor, Prof. Lenrie Aina, paid a courtesy visit to the incumbent Executive Governor, Prince Dapo Abiodun on 7thJanuary, 2021 and his Excellency gave him a Bountiful New Year Presents. What a way to start the Year; thereby engraving his name in gold.
The request placed on the Governor’s table on that visit was granted with dispatch leading to setting up a task force to identify a piece of land for Construction of the Prototype Building. The Governor directed that the land should not be in an obscure location and when this land was identified and presented to him, he approved immediately. See here we are today, celebrating this man of quality with his team as well as the government of9 the Federal Republic of Nigeria.
The Tenders Board of National Library of Nigeria through the Ministerial Tenders Board approved and awarded the above underlined project to Messrs. G. Cristal Limited in December, 2021 with a completion period of Twenty Four (24) Months. Also, Sterling Design and Associates, a consortium of professionals in the Building Construction Industry were engaged to serve as Consultants in respect of supervision of the project.
DESCRIPTION:
The building is a prototype design to be replicated in all the State Capitals of the Federation. It is a storey building with a total area of 2,850 square meters, designed to accommodate the basic components of a functional contemporary Library.
The basic anatomy of the State Branch Prototype building is briefly listed below:

Ground Floor;
· Entrance Hall/ Concourse
· Circulation/ Reception Lobby
· Catalogue/ Access Point Area
· Exhibition/ Creativity Hall
· Newspaper / Periodical Section
· Cloak Room
· Cyber Café
· Multipurpose Hall
· Multimedia/ Audio Visual Hall
· Stack
· General Reference Library
· Printing/Binding/ Photocopying Area
· Book Services (Storage, Acquisition, Cataloguing and Accessioning)
· Board Room
· Utility/ learning Space.
First Floor;
· General Reference
· Stack 
· Conference Room
· Staff Offices
· E- Library Section
· Exhibition/ Creativity Space

Services 

When completed, we shall move our services from the temporary location to this place. The said services include user services, bibliographic services, legal deposit, e-library, virtual library, subpoena services, children’s library, learning/ creativity and executive library for top government functionaries and retirees etc. We need to emphasis at this point that library is a learning space not just a place of books and reading materials. Therefore, the concept of this edifice will provide us ample opportunity to actualize the learning possibilities best practices provided by libraries with highest rank.

Conclusion:
In conclusion, I wish to thank our President, His Excellency, Muhammadu Buhari who has continued to provide us with the necessary support to provide services to all Nigerians. I also want to thank my minister, Mal. Adamu Adamu who always makes our case to the President.
I must also thank the Executive Governor of Ogun state, for his support, without which we won’t have been here today and indeed the good people of Ogun State for their hospitality.
I finally, call on you all to know that this facility belongs to you as citizens of this country and you must own and protect right now in its construction stage up till when we start using it. People of Ogun state, behold your hub on completion.
I thank you all for coming, and for listening.
Prof. Chinwe Veronica Anunobi.
Abeokuta
10th August, 2022.




