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’ g "  ~ Y ~opes tha t Shell Pe- 
|  I  tro le u m  D e v e lo p -  

J L  A m e n t  C o m p an y  o f  
N igeria L im ited (SPD C ) will 
soon  resu m e o p e ra tio n s  in

O goni land  d im m ed  yeste r­
day  in A buja as the people 
r e je c te d  th e  c o m p a n y ’s 
peace  m ove.

S p e a k in g  w h ile  c ro s s -

e x a m in in g  th e  M a n a g in g  
D irec to r, S P D C , M r. B on. 
M . V an  D en  B e rg , a t th e  
hearing  o f  th e  H um an R ights 
V io la t io n s  I n v e s t ig a t io n  
C o m m is s io n  (H R V IC ) ,

c o u n s e l to  O g o n i an d  
D eputy  L eader o f  the M i ive- 
m en t fo r the Survival o f  the 
O g o n i P e o p le  (M O S O P ), 
M r. L edun  M itee, in form ed 
the com m ission  that the c ri­
sis be tw een  the O gin is and 
the SPD C  has con tinued  to 
deepen.

T he O goni leader, w ho  
fu rth e r in fo rm ed  the co m ­
m ission  tha t S P D C  and  the 
O gon is have  been  unab le  to

move
reach an am icable settlem ent, 
w a s  e v a s iv e  w h en  J u s tic e  
O puta w an ted  h im  to choose 
b etw een  “w ar and peace .” 

E arlier in h is testim ony, 
th e  M a n a g in g  D ire c to r  o f  
SPD C , M r. B erg, had re ite r­
a ted  the co m p an y ’s w illing ­
ness to  seek  “ las tin g  peace  
a n d  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  w ith  
M O S O P  a n d  th e  O g o n i 
p eop le .”

A c co rd in g  to  h im , “w e

have been  looking  
to  re c e iv in g  d e t a i l  
r e c o n c i l i a to r y  r  
b rokered  by the  com  
and relen tlessly  p ir  
the C hris tian  A ssoc 
N igeria  (C A N ).

His w ords: “O ur 
friendsh ip  tow ards ' 
and the O goni peopi. 
h a s  b een  o u ts tre tc  
these  several years 

conia. •

>? the

FARMER S/PASTORALISTS CLASHED

Buhari blames selfish Nigerians
f  |" H h e  nerennial clasl . s From Abdu Labaran, i

i 'A  r

President Olmegun Obsanjo rn/A other t o  J leaden at the O l summit in Genoa, Italy... recently.

Po ised  to  curtail future 
a l i e n a t io n  o f  its  
la n d e d  p r o p e r ty  

across L  country , the Fed­
e r a l  G o v e rn m e n t h a s  ap - 
1 roved  the estab lishm en t o f  
a >nit in the p res id en cy  to 
s e n  e as a reposito ry  fo r all 
da ta  on its property.
, A lre a d y ,  th e  F e d e ra l  
p - 'v e i .  - 'em  has id en tif ied  
anu-^covercd over 100 o f  itsI

^  p roperty  illegally  ac-
,lre 'V  governm ent o ffi-

ther personalities 
across the rn .  ||rjr __

The new  unit to be placed 
under the superv ision  o f  the 
Secretary  to  the G overnm ent 
o f  fhe F ederation  (SG F), is 
com ing  on the heels o f  the 
r e c o i r . a e n d a t io n  b y  th e  
B rigad ier-G enera l O luw ole  
R otim i (rtd), panel o f  inquiry 
in to  f e d e r a l  g o v e rn m e n t  
landed  p roperty  ac ro ss  the 
country.

' he w hite  paper report, . 
c o m p ile d  b y  a c o m m itte e

h e a d e d  b y  A lh a j i  Is a  
Y uguda, said  the absence  o f  
a c o m p re h e n s iv e  d a ta  on  
governm en t p roperty  paved  
th e  w a y  fo r  m u c h  o f  th e  
a lie n a tio n  o f  th e  p ro p e r ty  
under past m ilitary  regim es.

T o this end, all the F ed­

era l G o v e rn m e n t ag en c ie s  
and  p a ra s ta ta ls  h av e  b een  
directed  to  take stock o f  their 
landed  p roperty , as reports  
com piled  by  the com m ission  
o f  in q u iry  w ere  said  to  be 
incom prehensive.

contd. on pg 2

he perennial c lashes 
betw een farm ers a d 
p a s to r a l i s t s  a c r t  s 

th e  c o u n t r y  h a v e  b e e n  
b lam ed  on  se lfish  p eo p le , 
w hose stock-in-trade is m ak- 

- m g a liv ing  ou t o f  the m is­
ery o f  the ir com patrio ts.

T he assertion  w as v a ri­
ou sly  m ad e  by  th e  fo rm er 
H e a d  o f  S ta te ,  G e n e ra l  
M uham m ad u  B uhari (rtd ). 
th e  D e p u ty  G o v e rn o r  o f  
K atsina  S tate, A lhaji T ukur 
A h m e d  J ik a m sh i an d  th e  
C h a irm an  o f  the B oard  o f  
T rustees o f  the A rew a C o n ­
su lta tive F orum  (A C F ) and 
fo rm er Inspector-G eneral o f  
Police, A lhaji M .D . Y usufu 

They stated  this on M on­
day  during  the open ing  cer-

in Katsina

em ony  o f  a th ree-day  w ork ­
shop  on co n flic t re so lu tion  
betw een  fan n ers  and h e rd s­
m en in K atsina, organised  by 
C A R E F O R  in co llaboration  
w ith  U SA ID /O T I.

D escrib ing  the clashes as 
unfo rtunate , G eneral B uhari 
m ain ta ined  tha t the incidents 
w ere p reven tab le  if  govern ­
m e n t an d  le a d in g  c it iz e n s  

contd. on pg 2

Police arrest nine for electoral offencesN
PRIVATISATION

Obasanjo to decide Nigeria Airways’ fate
T

^he anx ie ty  genera ted  
o v e r  th e  p ro p o s e d  
privatisation  o fN ig e - 

ria  A irw ays heightened y es­
terday, as the B ureau o f  Pub­
lic E n te rp rise s  (B P E ) said  
o n ly  P re s id e n t  O lu se g u n  
O basan jo  can decide  the fate 
o t the national carrier.

B P E ’s s ta te m e n t cam e 
against the backdrop  o f  con­
flicting signals from  both the 
g o v e rn m e n t, th e  m a n a g e ­
m en t o f  the airline and  the 
w orkers regard ing  w hether it 
should  be ou trigh tly  sold o f f

By Osborne Adi Jnr. |
o r resuscita ted  from  its a il­
ing situation  and m ain tained  
by  the governm ent.

T h e  D e p u ty  D ire c to r ,  
P ub lic  A ffa irs o f  B PE , Jo ­
seph  A nichebe, w ho  spoke 
to  new sm en  in A bu ja  said  
the P residen t is to  decide  the 
fate o f  the a irline and  th a t at 
the appropria te  tim e, he w ill 
give h is w ords as to w hat is 
to  be d o n e  w ith  th e  c o m ­
pany.

A nichebe w ho  d ispelled  
speculations that the In terna­

tional F inance  C orporation  
(IFC ) pu lled  ou t o f  the p ro ­
posed  se lling  o f  N A L  over 
a llegations o f  lack  o f  tran s­
parency  in the process, said 
IFC opted  ou t fo llow ing d is­
ag reem en t w ith  the m in is try  
o f  aviation  and  no t fo r any 
sharp  practices.

H e sa id  th e  g lo b a l f i ­
nance firm  has draw n up a 
p rogram m e deta iling  how  it 
w an ted  the p rivatisa tion  o f  
the a irline  to be  execu ted , 
bu t the m in istry  has a d iffer 

contd. on pg 2

o fe w e r  th a n  n in e  
p e o p le  w e re  a r ­
rested  by  the K ebbi 

State Police C om m and for al­
leg ed ly  v io la tin g  e lec to ra l 
law s d u ring  last S a tu rd ay ’s 
b y -e le c t io n  in  th e  K e b b i-  
N orth  Senatorial D istrict.

C onfirm ing this, the State 
C o m m is s io n e r  o f  P o lic e ,  
A lh a ji  B u k a r  D ik w a , e x ­
p la ined  tha t the n ine people

From Kabir Dogon Dj
in Birnin Kebbi

w ere  a r re s te d  in A re  
w hile  com m itting  one 
to ral o ffence o r th e  oth 

A ccord ing  to  him , th 
d e p e n d e n t N a tio n a l £ 
to ra l C o m m iss io n  ( I V  
had  d irec ted  th e  police 
a rrest anybody  w ho  w a 
on o ffic ia l d u ty , inclu . - 
p o li tic ia n s  o u ts id e  Ke~ 
N orth  Senatoria l D istri 

A lhaji B ukar D ikw a * 
th e r d isc lo sed  th a t mo^ 
th e  a r re s te d  p e rso n s  v 
p ro m in e n t p o li t ic ia n s  
lo n g in g  to  e i th e r  A P P  
PDP.

T he com m issioner, 
cou ld  no t d isc lose  the n a 1 
o f  the arrested  persons, h 
ever, said  the arrested  
so n s  h a v e  s in c e  b een  
raigned  befo re  a  magi 
court in A rgungu .

T
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NEPA PROBLEMMy reputation at stake, says ObasanjoP resid en t O lusegun 
Obasanjo yesterday 
declared  that his 

reputation was at stake. He 
said this in respect o f  the 
prom ise o f  steady pow er 
supply to the nation by De­
cember this year.

He assured that he would 
do everything possible to re­
deem the promise since he 
had committed himself and 
because of its critical impor­
tance to national develop­
ment.”

Speaking at an audience 
with the C hief Executive 
Officer o f the Italian oil and 
energy group, EN I, Mr. 
Vittorio Mincato, at the State 
H ouse, A buja, President 
O basanjo  w elcom ed the 
signing o f  an agreement be­
tween ENI, the NNPC and 
NEPA for an independent 
power supply project that 
would add 450 megawatts to 
the national grid.

He said the agreement 
was very significant, because 
being the first to be entered 
into directly by the Federal 
Government, it woiild-s.°rvp 
as a model for all other sub­
sequent agreements.

“You have become a pio­
neer in this are a which is of 
critical importance to us. I 
have staked my reputation 
on this and by adding 450 
negawatts to our power grid, 
you will help me keep my 
pledge,” he told the ENI del­
egation.

Bv Suleim an M oham m ed

The president also wel­
comed the group’s reaffir­
mation of its commitment to 
building a second LNG plant 
in Nigeria with a terminal at 
Brass, with the NNPC and 
Philips Oil as joint venture 
partners. Subject to the re­
sults o f the ongoing feasibil­
ity studies, the new LNG 
project is expected to yield

five million metric tonnes 
per annum and is expected 
to take-off in 2005.

The president assured the 
group that all obstacles in the 
way o f a successful execu­
tion  o f  the second LNG 
project would be removed.

The team had earlier told 
president Obasanjo that it 
plans to begin the export o f 
NGL gas from Okirika by 
the second quarter o f 2003.

I he m anagem ent o f  
N ational H ospital 
purportedly acting 

on the orders o f the Secre­
tary to the Government o f 
the Federation  (SG F), is 
threatening to sack members 
o f the National Association 
o f Nigerian Nurses and Mid­
wives in its employ currently 
on strike.

According to a statement 
from the association’s head­
quarters in Abuja signed by 
the S ecre ta ry -G enera l, 
Alhaji Nwugo C. Nwugo, 
the Assistant Director (Per­
sonnel Management) at the

National Hospital threaten 
to sack striking nurses

FG budgets N5.6bn for AIDS
nnlip\; thmct Tnic hp coirlT1 he Federal Govern­

ment has earmarked 
$40 m illion (about 

N5.6 billion) for emergency 
action against the Acquired 
Immune D eficiency Syn­
drome (AIDS).

The head of the National 
Action Committee on AIDS 
(N A C A ), Prof. Ib ironke 
Akinsete, who announced 
this yesterday in Abuja at a 
meeting with international 
organisations collaborating 
with the Nigerian health'sec­
tor and the ministry of health, 
expressed optimism that the 
fund will make the required 
impact in the fight-agatnsT 
HIV/AIDS.

Prof. Akinsete adovated 
for a better and wider ap­
proach to the control o f the 
pandemic, adding that, non­
governmental organisations, 
com m ittees and schoo ls 
should be involved at all lev­
els.

The Minister o f Health, 
Prof. A lphonsus Nwosu, 
called for a new image for

By Ikenna E m eka O kpani

AIDS patients, pointing out 
that stigmatisation would not 
solve the problem.

According to the minis­
ter, when people infected by 
HIV declare their status, they 
would be able to get help and 
care from government. He 
d ec la red  tha t P residen t 
Obasanjo was committed to 
the fight against HIV/AIDS.

Prof. Nwosu decried the 
astronomical use in the num­
ber o f  infected Nigerians 
from two in 1987 to 2.6 mil­
lion people in 2001.

over the assessment o f the 
health sector in Nigeria by 
the W orld H ealth  
Organisation (WHO) in its 
year 2000 reports, the min­
ister said he was determined 
“ to ensure a rap id  tu rn ­
around in the system.”

The minister blamed the 
International donor agencies 
for running parallel health 
policies and programmes in­
stead o f using government

“The review committee 
was o f  the view  that the 
commission’s exclusive re- 
iance on reported cases of 

alienation for its findings 
raises the question  o f  
whether the cases are the 
only ones that actually ex-

FG contd. from pg 1 
isted,” government noted in 
a statement released at the 
State House, Abuja.

It further noted that some 
federal government agencies 
and parasta ta ls  declined  
making any submission to 
the panel in respect o f their

landed property.
Government has. there­

fore, directed that action be 
taken to fully identify, docu­
ment and possibly recover all 
other alienated landed prop­
erty belonging to the Federal 
G overnm ent across the 
country.

main outstretched to them.” 
The Managing Director 

enumerated several peace 
overtures he had personally 
m ade both  w ith  Ledum  
Mitee and other Ogoni lead­
ers to no avail and pleaded 
with Ogoni people to recip­
rocate Shell’s gestures.

Berg, who came to Nige­
ria in 1997 attributed 60% of 
oil spillage in Ogoni land to 
vandalisation and stated that 
Shell “has always under­
taken to control all spill's as 
a matter o f duty and social 
responsibility.”

He used the occasion to 
highlight SPDC’s pioneer- 
ng efforts against gas flar- 
ng and his company’s com­

munity development efforts.
He reiterated that Shell 

w as not on ly  concerned

Ogoni contd. from pg 1 
MOSOP people, “SPDC is 
also concerned about pro­
tecting the environment,” he 
said.

The Managing Director 
listed five ingredients for 
lasting peace, chief o f which 
is the need for a group that is 
representative o f Ogonis to 
sing  an agreem ent w ith 
SPDC.

Earlier, counsel for Shell, 
Mr. O.C. J. Okocha (SAN), 
had led Berg in his testimony 
during which the latter de­
nied funding the Internal Se­
curity Force (ISF).

The force, w hich was 
com m anded by Lt. Col. 
Okuntimo, allegedly violated 
the righ ts o f  the O goni 
people.

It would be recalled that 
Shell had since 1993 sus-

policy thrust. This, he said, 
was counter productive as it 
often leads to chaos in the 
system.

He, however, called on 
the participants to discuss the 
areas of conflict thoroughly 
to enable the health sector in 
the country change for the 
better.

The m eeting  was a t­
tended by representatives of 
World Health Organisation, 
USAID, JAICA, CIDA and 
o ther in te rn a tio n a l
organisations. ■

National Hospital, Hajiya 
L.B. Sada had in a letter 
dated July 17, 2001 ex ­
pressed  the Federal 
Government’s dismay with 
the involvement o f the staff 
of National Hospital in the 
current nationwide strike of 
NANNM and added that the 
government may be com ­
pelled to terminate their ap­
pointments.

In its reac tion  to the 
threat, the Nurses Associa­
tion described the threat as 
part of efforts to break the 
ranks o f its members.

“Unfortunately however, 
this is not the first time the 
staff o f  National Hospital 
have embarked on a strike 
action, one, therefore, won­
ders why that of the nurses 
should attract the wrath o f 
the Secretary to Government 
o f the Federation to issue 
such threats,” the statement 
said.

According to the state­
ment, similar threats have 
been received from states

like Kano, Kebbi and O ' 
States. Other hospitals 
volved in the threat inc u 
university of Benin Teac 
Hospital and Federal Me 
cal Centre, Keffi.

The Association, the 
fore, called on concerned N 
gerians to prevail on the ' 
eral Government to find 
amicable solution to the c 
sis adding that “uncivil is 
and undem ocratic  a 
proach,” will not solve t 
problem.

P rofessor A .B .C\ A iw ivu

Businessman imports empty container with fore \

A:

,

n empty container, 
falsely declared to be 

-containing 4.500 to­
mato pastes and allegedly 
from Italy, was discovered at 
the weekend by customs of­
ficers at the Kirikiri Lighter 
Terminal.

The News Agency of Ni­
geria (NAN) reports that on 
examination, the customs dis­
covered that the container, 
w ith No. GSTU 
26589us2210 was empty.

NAN learnt that the con­
tainer had all papers well- 
pressed, including form ‘M’, 
and Pre-shipment Inspection 
A gency Seal No. ML1T 
0466942.

The clearing agent was 
said to have collapsed on 
finding his container empty.

The Deputy Comptroller- 
General of the Nigeria Cus­
toms Service (NCS), Dr. John 
Nwaiwu, who made the dis­
closure. confirmed that the 
empty container was im­
ported by an Indian.

“This is economic sabo­
tage as the importer had com­
pleted form ‘M ’ and collected 
foreign exchange with the im­
pression of importing tomato 
paste only to bring an empty 
container,” he said.

According to him. an­
other conta iner w ith No. 
QTAU-41042 BB4310 was

imported by a pre-shipnu 
agent and declared to cor;, 
items like used complete e 
gines; used jacks; used rad 
tors; used televisions a 
used kick-starters, but on 
spection, however, the cu 
toms found that tv 
Mercedes Benz cars, C and 
class models were conceak 
behind the used items a 
well-covered with rug - 
pets.

On this, the Dep. 
C om ptroller-G eneral sa  

that the penalty for this a 
was outright seizure and fo 
feiture after full investiga;. 
had been conducted.

Obasanjo contd. from pg 1
ent idea altogether, so it de- So the president decided to president.

land.
Hearing continues today. 

Meanwhile, the petition by 
one Abubakar Sadiq Umar, 
a lleging abuse o f  human 
rights and unlawful deten­
tion against the son of former 
H ead o f  S ta te , A lhaji 
M oham m ed A bacha and 
Major Hamza Al-Mustapha 
could not be heard because 
counsel to A bacha, Mr. 
Ibrahim Adamu, had suc­
cessfully argued before the 
commission that there was 
an injunction from a Kano 
H igh C ourt in Suit No. 
K 276/99 restra in in g  the 
commission from entertain­
ing any petition from Umar 
until the determination of a 
substantive suit.

The matter was then ad­
journed to August 21, 2001, 
to enable the Kano High

cided to call it quits.
“They drew  up a 

programme which contra­
dicted the policy of the Min­
istry o f Aviation, manage­
ment of Nigeria Airways and 
even the position of the staff.

would show unwavering re­
solve to address the cause of 
the problem.

“It is indeed preventable 
if the political will and the 
wherewithal could be mus­
tered,” he stated.

The former head of state, 
who is also the President of 
the African Pastoralists, as­
sociation  how ever, com ­
mended Katsina State gov­
ernment for its leading role 
in addressing the root cause 
o f  the problem  by 
redemarcatirig cattle routs 
and grazing reserves in the 
state. He urged other states

take over the m atter,” he 
maintained.

He stated that based on 
the following scenario, BPE 
had to withdraw from the 
entire process pending the 
decision to be taken by the

The spokesman said 
was against his backgrour 
that BPE decided  not t 
make any further pronounce 
ment on the matter to a\ o 
sending the wrong signals t 
any quarters.

Buhari contd. from pg 1
Katsina example.

The D eputy Governor 
who also spoke, said the state 
government has resolved to 

henceforth confiscate lands 
and herds involved in any 
conflicts and auction them to 
the public, besides punishing 
all those found to be in­
volved in the matter."

Alhaji Tukur Jikamshi 
also disclosed that the state 
government has approved 
N500 million for the con­
struction of dams, reservoirs 
and water points as part of 
the government’s resolve to 
protect the environment and

the state.
In his remarks, Alha 

M.D. Yusufu. who is also
chairman, CAREFOR B'

th.o f T rustees ,  noted th ‘ 
basis o f all conflic0 ’n
state is “cjU 1- " 01 compet 
tion focourCiod-given na 
ral resources.

He maintained that ur 
less greed, privation, an 
m ism anagem ent w en  
checked, efforts ttfro n t 
the situation would rem 
futile “even if we call for t - 
kind of workshop daily.’ H 
urged elected representat 
to make things easier tor tr 
electorate by shunning a 
fo rm s,;o f  co rrup tion  >an
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Upgrading of Yola 
to be completed in
The upgrading o f  the 

runw ay o f  the Yola 
airport to 3,000 metres 

apacity will be completed in 
\ugust, the Airport Manager, 
Mr Chris Bature, has said.

B ature to ld  the N ew s 
\eency o f Nigeria (NAN) in 
Yoia on Monday, that when 
ompleted, the airport would 

have the capacity  to 
tcc ommodate 727 and 707 
aircraft. The airport, Bature 
'aid , would on completion 
handle international flights 
after all other policies such as 
gazetting, passage into law, 
provision o f  custom s and 
immigration structures, health 
and o ther fac ilitie s  w ere 
completed.

He explained  that the 
management o f the airport, 

! w hich had planned to close it 
tor four months, adopted a 
'> stem called “construct and

Io o e ra te ,” w here sm aller 
aircraft were allowed to fly into 
the airport while work was 
going on.

Bature explained that the 
project was being executed in 
t i r e e  phases, w ith  the 
chabilitation o f the extension

of the 600 metres and the 900 
metres, while the remaining 
1,500 m etres was left for 
landing and tak ing-off o f 
aircraft, before it was finally 
being executed.

He said work on the first 
phase, the runway, had been 
completed, marked and ready 
for landing and taking-off,

Gov Boni Haruna 

while work on the second 
phase, covering 1.500 metres, 
had reached advanced stage 
and that it w ould be 
completed in August.

He called on the people 
o f Adamawa State to assist 
in developing the airport by

F ro m  W isd o m -U d u a k  
P a tr ic k , in Pori Harcourt

Gov Odili denies sponsoring  
Alamieyesiegha’s impeachment

T he R ivers S tate 
Governor, Dr. Peter 
O dili, has denied  

sponsoring  any p lo t to 
mpeach his Bayelsa State 

counterpart, C h ie f D.S.P.
Alamieyesiegha.

O d ili, w ho ap p eared  
v is ib ly  d is tu rb e d  by the 
allegations which followed 
an in terv iew  his B ayelsa  
counterpart granted a Lagos- 
based news magazine, told 
jo u rn a lis ts  th a t he w as 
d isap p o in ted  tha t such a 
s ta tem en t cam e from  a 
person he calls a brother.

Briefing pressmen at the 
G o v ern m en t H ouse

yesterday in Port Harcourt, 
Odili stated: “I would like to 
believe that the governor of 
B ay e lsa  S ta te  has been  
m isquoted.”

He stated further that: “I 
meet regularly and consult 
w ith  my B ay elsa  
c o u n te rp a r t w ith  a ll 
openness.”

“For the records, I make 
an outright denial o f  any 
know ledge o f  my being  
instrumental to the problem 
Bayelsa State governor and 
his legislators are having.”

Abia traditional rulers’ council suspends 
members over visit to Obasanjo

The Abia State Council 
o f  Traditional Rulers 
has suspended  its 

m em bers who visited Aso 
Rock in June w ithout the 
p erm ission  o f  the sta te  
government and condemned 
their action.

In a communique issued by 
the council at the end o f its 
emergency meeting held in 
Umuahia last weekend, the 
traditional rulers said that their 
meeting was prompted by a 
media publication of the “recent 
visit o f some traditional rulers 
to P resident O lusegun 
Obasanjo.”

“The traditional rulers 
involved have been asked by 
the government to explain their 
mission to Abuja Without dtie 
— — i   —

consultation w ith the 
appropriate authorities,” it 
added. Signed by the council’s 
chairman and its two deputies, 
ChiePEze Ukandu and Chief 
Alexander Ihuoma and Chief 
Isaac Ikonne respectively, the 
traditional rulers resolved that 
all affected traditional rulers 
should reply the query 
individually.

They also resolved that 
non-state council members of 
traditional rulers should be 
suspended from their 
respective local government 
chieftaincy advisory 
committees. The royal fathers 
said that the affected 
traditional rulers would remain 
suspended until they cleared 
their names r pm  , t^he 
aforementioned issue.■ . . . ’j. i\ .1',, a.

airport
August

being involved in aviation- 
associated projects.

A NAN correspondent 
who visited the project site 
reported that work on the N 1.6 
billion project had reached 
advanced  stage , as the 
contractors, Julius Berger, 
w ere now in the stage o f  
“milling the cracked areas of 
the rem aining part o f  the 
runway.”

Scores o f Nigerian girls 
resident in Italy are dying 
o f  various in fectious 

diseases, including the dreaded 
HIV/AIDS, the President of the 
A ssoc ia tion  o f  N igerians 
resident in that country, Mr. 
Barry Igbeare, has said.

“Almost on a fortnightly 
basis, our girls here die of AIDS 
and other strange ailments in 
large numbers,” Igbeare told 
newsmen in Rome on Monday. 
He said parents back home 
needed to be persuaded to stop 
encouraging their daughters to 
come to Italy for prostitution.

“Scores of Nigerian girls are 
dying of AIDS in Italy”

By Salihu Abubakar

The president said the 
association was doing its 
best to reduce the incidence 
o f  deaths o f  innocent 
N igerian girls, many o f 
whom were lured to Italy on 
false prom ises that they 
could  get rich  quick 
through prostitution.

“ Som e o f  them , 
un fo rtuna te ly , are

APP stalwart in Zamfara to 
appear before Sharia court

An All Peoples’ Party 
(A PP) sta lw art in 
Z am fara S tate 

(names withheld) may soon 
appear before a Sharia  court 
as he was allegedly arrested 
with two female commercial 
sex w orkers at h is guest 
house in G overnm ent 
R eserved A rea (GRA) in 
Gusau, the state capital. The 
New s A gency o f  N igeria 
(NAN) learnt that the APP 
official had been using the 
guest house as a “love nest” 
for many years.

NAN also learnt that he 
was arrested by members of 
Sharia  monitoring team on 
patrol, who descended on the 
“love nest” following a tip- 
off by concerned people in 
the area. The randy official, 
who was arrested in the night 
last w eekend in G usau, 
dangled  huge am ount o f  
money to the team to save

himself from disgrace.
NAN further gathered that 

the monitoring group rejected 
the offer, arguing that receiving 
bribe was against the Sharia  
legal system being implemented 
in the state. Investigations by 
NAN ind ica ted  that m any

Gov Sani Ahmed
prominent people were trying to 
provide “iron-strong alibi” to 
save the randy official, the party 
and the state government from

public ridicule.
W hen contacted, the 

D irector-G eneral o f  the 
D irec to ra te  o f  S h a r ia  
M onitoring  and
Implementation, Dr. Atiku 
Zawuyya, denied the arrest 
o f the official.

Zawuyya said he only 
heard of the “rumours” of 
the sex escapades o f the 
o ffic ia l and m ounted  
surveillance on the guest 
house, “but the official 
proved elusive and has not 
been arrested by myself or 
my men.

“W hen we could not 
arrest the suspected randy 
official, we invited him for 
questio n in g , w here he 
in form ed us that his 
enemies were planning to 
destroy him,” the director- 
general said.

Niger indigenes intensify 
clamour for HPPADEC
Hundreds of placard- 

ca rry ing  youths, 
backed by women 

and children, last Saturday, 
lined up the bank of River 
Shiroro to further press their 
demand for the establishment 
of the Hydro-Power Produc­
ing A reas. D evelopm ent 
Commission (HYPPADEC).

The N ew s A gency o f  
Nigeria (NAN) reported that 
the protesters had welcomed 
the jo in t H ouse o f  
Representatives Committee 
on Environment, Power and 
S teel, W ater R esources, 
Justice and Human Rights on 
a visit to the areas. The joint 
committee was rounding up 
its on-the-spot assessment 
o f the impact o f the hydro­
pow er dam s for the final 
passage of the HYPPADEC 
bill which had passed its first 
and second readings. v

Some of the cards hoisted 
by the com m unities read, 
“give the goose its golden 
egg, yes to dialogue, no to 
v io lence  we need 
^Y P PA D E C  a,n4J pn ]y  
|fI YPPAPEC yan sajvagepur

plight.”
The leader o f  the team , 

Alhaji Abdullahi Umar, who was 
touched  by the p a th e tic  
conditions o f the communities 
promised that the bill would be 
passed before the end o f  the 
year. He appealed  to the 
communities to be patient as the 
present civilian governm ent 
w as p o ised  to  o ffe r all 
communities the dividends of 
dem ocracy  and equal 
opportunities as Nigerians.

A member of the community 
who gave his name as Mamman

Isa, told NAN that “we 
have been sub jected  to 
dism al life  since the 
commencement of the dam 
project, having lost our 
farmlands, fishing ponds, 
good drinking water and 
w orst s till, even the 
electricity generated here is 
not extended to us.”

encouraged to come here by 
their own parents,” he said, 
adding that in many cases 
also, some o f the girls were in 
Italy o f  their own volition 
through illegal contracts with 
“some men and cash madams 
who invest in the destiny of 
others.”

Igbeare, however, said 
that within the past two years 
o f  civilian adm inistration, 
there had been an appreciable 
level o f improvement in the 
image o f the country in Italy. 
He noted that there was now 
active collaboration between 
the asso c ia tio n  and the 
country’s embassy in Rome 
on one hand, and the country 
and the Italian government | 
on the other.

Igbeare said  the 
association was rehabilitating 
girls willing to leave the sex 
trade, but expressed regret 
that such rehabilitated girls 
did not have any good jobs 
to return to “except perhaps 
being nannies and taking care 
o f the aged in old people's 
home.”

With a population of more 
than 45,000 and some 3? 
asso c ia tio n s. N igerian- 
constitute about the highes1 
number of immigrants in Itah 
he said, pointing out tha 
while a large number o f then 
were engaged in legitima- 
businesses, some “bad eggs 
were into prostitution, arme 
robbery and drug trafficking

over sharing formula
-  ~  isagreement within

r'Gpv \bdu!kadri l\urt?

the  Edo State
Executive Council 

(EXCO) over its sharing 
fo rm ula is s ta llin g  the 
d isbu rsem en t o f  an 
estimated N15 million the 
state government received 
from donors toward helping 
v ictim s o f the kerosene 
explosions that rocked the 
state few months ago.

The Edo G overnor, 
C hief Lucky Igbincdion, 
made the disclosure as he 
fie lded  questions from  
new sir|pn in Be.niji pn 
Monday^. » ... ; i >

“I suggested in the E 
that we share the rooi 
across board to all victims 
m em bers o f  my E ' 
ov erru led  m e,” he sa 
Igbinedion said other F 
members were of the opir 
tha t there w ere  var\ 
degrees o f  injuries am 
such, the sharing ought t 
proportional. .1

“ Since we could  
agree, I have asked the H 
C om m issioner to  go 
evolve an acceptable forr 
to share the money t< 
victims,” he added. :
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P resid en t O lusegun 
O basanjo  has 
d isc losed  that the 

n e ffec tiv en ess  o f  local 
government councils in the 
country is largely due to the 
bastardization o f  the 1976 
local government reforms.

He said the reforms were 
n itia ted  ^purposely  to 

empower local government 
councils in rendering services 
to their communities in the 
areas of education, healthcare 
delivery and the provision of 
other social services, but 
regretted that such intention 
could not be realized.

Speaking at an audience 
with a delegation from the 
mo-North senatorial zone, 

led by S enato r lfeanyi 
Ararume, President Obasanjo 
dec la red  tha t his 
ad m in is tra tio n  has no 
intention to neglect any part 
o f the country in terms of 
physical development.

He said no part o f  the

Obasanjo traces councils’ 
ineffectiveness to 1976 reforms

By S u le im a n  M o h a m m e d

country needed to be unduly 
w orried  about lack o f  
physical developm ent “as 
long as we have peace, as 
long as the economy remains

President Olusegun Obasanjo
in reasonable order and as 
long as this administration 
rem ains at the helm  o f 
affairs.

The president declared: 
“ i f  we continue to enjoy 
peace and the international

market for oil -  the mainstay 
o f  our econom y rem ains 
stable, we shall be able to 
touch the lives o f  all 
Nigerians for good.

“ We canno t do 
everything at once and we 
have to privatize but take it 
from  me that your 
developmental concerns will 
be addressed,” he said.

He also promised that all 
federal roads in the zone 
would be rehabilitated in due 
course, and the imbalance in 
federal political appointment 
from  Imo State would be 
addressed.

President Obasanjo had 
received a delegation o f the 
governing council o f  the 
University of Nigeria, Nsukka, 
led by the Pro-chancellor, 
Prof. Fabian Osuji. He assured 
the delegation  o f 
government’s commitment to 
the “physical and academic 
rehabilitation” of all federal 
universities in the country.

ID  c a rd p  
Senate

H earing w ill begin 
today in a 
motion at the Abuja 

Federal High Court, for a stay 
o f further proceeding on the 
public hearing  being 
conducted  by the Senate 
C om m ittee  on Public 
Accounts on the National ID 
card project.

The motion which was 
filed  by Prof. A biodun 
A desanya on b e h a lf  o f  
Hydroma International S.A., 
Afro Continental (Nig.) Ltd., 
NOGAFIM S.A., Companie 
Noga d ’ Importation et d ’ 
Exportation S.A., Mr. Nessim 
G oan and O ptitex  S.A. 
followed an order by Justice

roject: C ase against 
for hearing today

B\ O sb o rn e  A di Jn r .

Ibrahim Autafor the judicial 
review o f  the Senate 
Committee funding on the 
National ID card project.

The com m ittee  on 
public account had indicted 
the com panies and their 
chairman. Mr. Nessim Goan 
over the execution o f the 
project contract. But not 
satisfied with the verdict, 
Mr. Goan took the matter to 
court to ask for a judicial 
review.

The suit which joined all 
the m em bers o f  the 
com m ittee , led by its 
chairm an, Senator Idris

Abubakar, the Clerk o f  the 
National Assembly and the 
A tto rney -G eneral o f  the 
Federation is also seeking for 
an order o f  in terlocu to ry  
injunction restrain ing the 
responden ts, each and 
everyone o f  them , the ir 
se rvan ts, agents and /o r 
p riv ies including  anyone 
acting for all or any of them, 
from implementing, carrying 
any decision , reso lu tion , 
recommendations or orders to 
the respondents or any of the 
responden t pend ing  the 
d e te rm ina tion  o f  the 
application for judicial review 
pending in the court.

N e g o t i a t i o n s  
betw een  the 
N a t i o n a l  

A ssoc ia tion  o f  N igerian  
N urses and M idw ives 
(NANNM) and the Federal 
M in istry  o f  H ealth  last 
Monday ended in a deadlock* 
as the P resid en t o f  the 
Association, Dr. Pat Eze led 
other members o f his team 
out o f the venue in protest.

The nurses, whose strike 
entered its tenth day, are 
striking to press home their 
demands for equitable ratio 
in allowances among health 
professionals.

M onday’s negotiation 
was the first since the 
association went on strike. 
With what looked like an 
ominous start, the talks, billed 
to begin by 10 a.m. could not

| By Ik e n n a  E m c k a  O k p a n i j

start until 1.52 p.m., because 
the Minister o f Health, Prof. 
A.B.C. Nwosu was attending 
to a representative o f  the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) who called in relation 
to a g ran t, the body is

N urses, FG , ta lks breakdow n
offering the health sector in

TEND ER  NOTICE  
CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA  
NIGERIAN TREASURY BILLS

N o t i c e  is h e r e b y  g iv e n  b y  th e  C e n t r a l  B a n k  o f  N ig e r i a  t h a t  9 1 - d a y  F e d e ra l  

m e n t  o f  N ig e r i a  T r e a s u r y  B i l l s  a m o u n t i n g  to  N 2 1 ,0 0 0  m i l l io n  w i l l  b e  issu  

a u c t i o n - b a s e d  s y s t e m  o n  T h u r s d a y ,  0 2 /0 8 / 2 0 0 1 .
In te re s te d  A u th o r i z e d  D e a le r s  ( C o m m e r c i a l / M e r c h a n t  B a n k s ,  D e s ig n a te d  1 

H o u s e s  a n d  B r o k e r s )  a r e  in \  i t ed  to  s u b m i t  te n d e r s  to  r e a c h  th e  P u b l i c  D e b  

C e n t r a l  B a n k  o f  N ig e r i a ,  L a g o s ,  n o t  l a t e r  th a n  1 .30  p . in  o n  T u e s d a y ,  3 I/O-

E a c h  t e n d e r  m u s t  b e  in  m u l t i p l e  o f  N  1 ,0 00 ,  s u b j e c t  to  a  m i n i m u m  o f  N IG  

te n d e r .  A u th o r i z e d  D e a le r s  a re  a l l o w e d  to  s u b m i t  m u l t i p l e  b id s  a n d  q u o te  

ra te s .  A  t e n d e r  m a y  b e  f o r  o w n  a c c o u n t  o f  A u t h o r i s e d  D e a le r s  o r  m a d e  <. 

o f  in t e r e s t e d  m e m b e r s  o f  the p u b l ic ,  w h o  a r e  a d v i s e d  to  a p p ly  to  th e i r  

B r o k e r s  fo r  th e  B il ls .

T e n d e rs  fo r  th e  B il ls  sh o u ld  b e  s u b m i t te d  o n  th e  p r e s c r ib e d  p r in te d  f o r m s  in 

a n d  in  s e a l e d  e n v e lo p e s  c le a r ly  m a r k e d  “ T E N D E R  F O R  B I L L S . ” T h e  re s  

t e n d e r  w il l  b e  a n n o u n c e d  before th e  c lo s e  o f  b u s i n e s s  o n  T u e sd a y ,  31/07 2 
B a n k  r e s e r v e s  th e  r i g h t  to  r e j e c t  a n y  t e n d e r  in  p a r t  o r  in  fu ll .

A l lo t m e n t  le t te r s  w i l l  b e  i s s u e d  to  s u c c e s s f u l  t e n d e r e r s  o n  W e d n e s d a y ,  0 1 ■ 
P a y m e n t  in fu l l  f o r  th e  a m o u n t s  o f  th e  a c c e p t e d  t e n d e r s  m u s t  b e  ma^ . 

C e n t r a l  B a n k  o f  N ig e r i a  n o t  la te r  th a n  1,30p .  m  o n  th e  i s su e  d a te  0 2 /0 8 -1  

w il l  n o r m a l l y  b e  e f f e c te d  b y  d i r e c t  d e b i t  to  th e  a c c o u n t s  o f  th e  a f f e c t e d  A 

D e a le r s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e i r  a c c o u n t s  w i t h  th e  B a n k  a r e  ac  

f u n d e d  fo r  th i s  p u rp o s e .

PUBLIC DEBT OFFICE  
CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA  

TINUBU SQUARE  
LAGOS.

Prof. A.B.C. Nwosu

Nigeria.
P rof. N w osu, in his 

opening remarks, pleaded 
with the nurses to call-off the 
strike to pave way for what 
he ca lled , ‘co n stru c tiv e  
engagement.’

“N egotiating while the 
strike is on is like doing so 
with a gun on my head,” the 
minister said.

Prof. Nwosu said he was 
working towards a wholistic 
approach that will solve all the 
prob lem s o f  all health  
professionals in the system.

He proposed  the 
estab lish m en t o f  an 
“au tom atic  agreed
arrangement” for solving all 
labour issues in the health 
sector. He p rom ised  the 
nurses that he would solve 
their problems in the next four 
weeks, provided they call-off 
the strike.

STATE HOUSE CLINIC, ABIJA
INVITATION FOR TENDERS

Tenders are hereby invited from suitably qualified con: 
for the construction o f the following:
(i) Two -Bedroom Bungalow (semi-detached)
(ii) Three -Bedroom Duplex
Tenders should be accompanied with the underlisted doc 
viz;
(a) Certificate o f Incorporation or registration
(b) Current tax clearance for the last three years
(c) Current Certificate o f Registration with the Federal N 
o f  Works and Housing
(d) Tender processing fee receipt
Tenders should show evidence o f previous construction 
particularly those similar to the proposed works mentioned 
including construction works currently being handled (n, 
clients and Architects to be stated)

NOTE:- Bills o f quantities are to be priced, extended 
tailed in ink and the total cost must correspond with the 
figure submitted.

Tenders and other documents are to be enclosed and sc . .v. 
an envelope and marked “TENDER FOR THE P R O !’ 
STAFF HOUSING AT ABUJA” and should reach th . f  . .  
o f  the Secretary Ministerial Tenders Board State House 
Abuja not later than six weeks from the date o f this pub

SIGNED:
D.M. BAGE  

(SECRETARY, M.T. B.)
For Chairman
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When governors, 
deputies fight. . .

Sharia: The battle goes on

G overnor of Lagos State, Ahmed Bola Tinubu 
and his d ep u ty , K o fo w o ro la  A k ere le -  
Bucknor, have been taxing each oth er’s 

patience soon after they, both Senators in 1993, 
assumed duty in May 1999. The war of nerves took  
a dramatic turn recently when the deputy accused 
the governor of planning an acid attack on her and 
the governor referred to his deputy, old enough to 
be his mother, 3s a “sinking crying grandm a”.

The desire o f the governor to belittle his deputy 
has involved a well-publicised photograph o f Chief 
Akerele-Bucknor sitting outside council chambers 
from where she had been locked out, starving her of 
funds, removal o f any civil servant or politician with 
close links with her and sundry other provocative 
actions.

The public display of such deep-seated enmity 
between governors and deputies since the inception 
of the present dem ocratic d ispensation is by no 
means restricted to Lagos. In other places, the events 
took  m u rd ero u s p ro p o r tio n s  and  so rd id  
unconstitutional turns when, for instance, absent 
governors preferred to temporarily hand over power 
to whoever they wished, except their deputies.

In Cross River State, Governor Donald Duke is 
locked in a hostile struggle with his deputy, John 
Okpa. In Osun, Bisi Akande is at daggers drawn with 
his deputy, Otunba I viola Omisore. Governor Mala 
Kachallah in Borno deprived his deputy o f funds to 
such an extent that he could not lead the state’s hajj 
team to Mecca. In Ebonyi, Sam Egwu would not see 
eye to eye with Dr. Emmanuel Isu who apparently 
prefers the main thing, tired of deputising.

At the root o f these hostilities are the inordinate 
ambitions of the two combatants. In many cases, the 
g o v ern o rs  and th e ir  d ep u tie s  h ave been  in 
diametrically opposed camps in the same political 
p arty . T hey u su a lly  have been g u b ern a to r ia l 
contenders at prim aries w hose d ifferences were 
papered over in delicate horse-trading after a bitter 
primary.

The result has been that the incumbents are ever 
looking over their shoulders and sniffing for any 
evidence of attempts by their subordinates to outdo 
them or gain any political advantage. The various 
hangers on and political contractors who stood to 
benefit from the improved fortunes of their clients 
have usually not helped matters.

S ev era l o f  th e se  r iv a lr ie s  w ill be fu r th er  
exacerbated as we inch towards the 2003 elections 
and at the receiving end, as usual, w hen two giants 
fight, is the electorate. Indeed they have been worse 
for it because funds which otherwise would have 
gone to alleviate their poverty by bringing the so- 
called ‘dem ocracy dividends’ will go for, at best, 
white elephant projects to take dubious political 
advantage, or at worst, on diabolical activities and 
sp u r iou s secu r ity  exp en ses to co u n ter  real or 
perceived adversaries.

D a ily  T rust b e liev es  th a t w ith  the on go in g  
constitutional review, deputy governors and vice 
presidents should be given a definite work schedule 
and not be left to the discretion of their principals.

Such a constitutional provision creating defined 
functions within the administrative structure should 
reduce to the barest minimum any source o f friction 
between the two. In the alternative, the constitution  
may scrap the position and provide for the state 
assembly to elect a successor in thi event o f death, 
impeachment or incapacitation of th e  incumbent. 
T his should ensure sanity rathe than create a 
situation where a governor is alw . suspicious of 
the deputy who he sees as always wi : ! ing him ill luck, 
standing by to take over, f  nXH. v ‘?. I

B y M oh am m ed  H aru na

Nearly two years after Alhaji Ahmed Sani, the executive 
governor of Zamfara State, started what opponents of 
Sharia have dismissed as ‘political Sharia” -  that is the 
expansion of the old civil Sharia to cover criminal matters -  it 

seems the war over the Islamic legal system s far from over. 
Much water, to use a cliche, has passed under the bridge since 
then. President Olusegun Obasanjo, who, rather unwisely, first 
dismissed Zamfara’s action as unconstitutional in far away 
United States, has since modified his position. Even though he 
continues to pooh-pooh “political Sharia”, he has now merely 
been wringing his hands about its spread, hoping that it will 
eventually go away.

In spite of the opposition from President Obasanjo, not to 
mention from the rump of Southern leaders, and of course, from 
much of the press, “political Sharia” has continued to spread. 
O bviously, the opposition’s weapons have been rather 
ineffective, even though the arsenal consisting of ridicule, 
blackmail, subterfuge, gentle persuasion and, in very rare cases, 
sound logic, is very formidable.

Whereas southern leaders and the press have relied mostly 
on ridicule and on blackmail, the federal government had relied 
initially on subterfuge and, later on, on gentle persuasion. The 
most obvious case of subterfuge was the federal government’s 
attempt in February 2000, in the wake of the “Sharia riots” in 
Kaduna State, to use the National Council of State to bully 
governors who had either enacted Sharia or were about to do so, 
in to reversing themselves.

Examples of the weapon of ridicule deployed by the press 
include front page news and editorial headlines like “SHARIA: 
North burns its fingers” (Sunday Tribune, April 2, 2000), 
“Islamic fanatics plan secession” (Sunday Champion, April 2, 
2000), “80 billion naira gift to Sharia state" (Nigerian Tribune, 
June 28, 2000) and “Retreat from the Sharia brink” (The 
Guardian, March 3, 2000). Two common features of the news 
headlines were their variance from the text of the stories and 
their insensitivity to the feelings of Muslims.

As for blackmail, the most glaring examples were the 
orchestrated campaigns by certain Southern leaders that the 
federal government must stop oil and Valued Added Tax (VAT) 
monies from going to Sharia states. It also included the 
campaigns to stop members of the National Youth Service Corps 
(NYSC) from being deployed to Sharia states.

Whereas the federal government seems to have jettisoned 
subterfuge at least to some extent and for now, in its campaign 
against “political Sharia”, the press, like the proverbial leopard, 
seems incapable of changing its spots; after what seems a long 
lull in trying to ridicule and blackmail the Muslim North into 
submission, it has recently redeployed the weapons. The first 
opportunity to do so seems to have been provided by the 
invitation of former Sudanese Prime Minister, Sadiq El-Mahdi, 
by a new Muslim organisation, the Assembly of Muslims in 
Nigeria (AMIN), to undertake a lecture tour of Nigeria and speak 
on the lessons of implementing Sharia in Sudan and elsewhere.

The second opportunity for the renewed press ridicule and 
blackmail of Muslims has been a recent court case in which a 
20-year-old housewife, Lami, had pleaded before a Sharia court 
in Gusau, the Zamfara State capital, for the dissolution of her 
marriage to Gwarma’u Chiwake, because his male organ, she 
claims, is too big to penetrate her female organ without causing 
her untold physical and psychological damage.

Not surprisingly, these two opportunities have inspired 
negative stories and comments in the press. For example, the 
Vanguard (July 4) captioned its story of El-Mahdi’s lecture in 
Kaduna on June 30, as “Scrap Sharia i f . . .” The less cautious 
Champion (July 2) captioned its page one lead story “Sharia 
will fail unless . . It said in the introduction to the story that 
El-Mahdi had cautioned against the implementation of “political 
Sharia” in Nigeria, because Sharia had failed in many countries 
where it had been introduced. Predictably, the Champion's 
emphasis was on the failures themselves, rather than El-Mahdi’s 
own emphasis on the reasons for the apparent failures.

The Nigerian Tribune (July 3) which, in this case, was more 
cautious than both the Vanguard and the Champion, captioned 
its story “Ex-Sudanese leader cautions Sharia governors'. The 
paper laid emphasis qn E l-^ah d i’| r|argum ^fs tjjijJ, .Sharja 
penalties, such as thei amputation ’'of'haods,,are noi to be

i   .  —

implemented in times of economic hardships like the one N it 
is currently facing and that, in any case, political leaders sh< 
not manipulate Sharia for political gain.

The negative slant of these stories can be seen from the 
that the papers did not report the reactions from the fl 
including one from Professor Tijjani El-Misqeen, a se: 
lecturer at the Nigerian Defence Academy, reactions which c 
the audience’s attention to the fact that whereas the crist 
Sharia j n Sudan, Pakistan and Afghanistan have been due lar 
to the dictatorial nature of the regimes of those countries 
countries like Algeria, Turkey and Iran, Sharia had demonstr 
a potential for success because its advocates have been fh 
and fairly elected as political leaders.

That Sharia seems to have collapsed in Algeria and Tu 
and seems to be in a crisis in Iran, has been largely becau 
Western sabotage of the experiment in cahoots with dom, 
anti-Sharia elements, especially the military and seci 
agencies. This partnership has been forged out of 
understandable fear that the success of freely elected pro-SI 
governments anywhere would set a “bad” example for the re 
populations of Muslim countries, especially those in the oil 
Middle East.

As for the case of Lami’s fear of her husband’s male o 
on account of its size, it is obvious from press comments o 
matter that there remains considerable, much of it delibc 
ignorance among anti-Sharia elements on the subject of se' 
Sharia. Typical of such commentaries was one by OluSv 
Adeniyi, the popular columnist of Thisday in his article of 
13 tilled “The record breaker in Zamfara . . . ”

“Since Sharia courts are supposed to be for the further 
of Islamic religion” he pontificated in the article in que> 
“one could imagine that sexual related matters should b> 
last thing to be discussed or adjudicated upon in such reli. 
settii igs.” He then proceeded from this mistaken notion that! 
is against sexual discussion, to rebuke the presiding judge 
Gus; i! Sharia court in question for entertaining the case a

And then, never one to miss an opportunity to ridicule Si 
just like his professional colleagues, Adeniyi urged ft 
independent examination of the husband’s organ because, 
columnist’s lewd imagination, the size may earn Chiwa? 
entry into the Guinness Book of Records! If it does, sa 
obviously gloating Adeniyi, Sharia could, after all, turn 
be one of Professor Jerry Gana’s “dividends” of democrac\ 
without democracy “there would have been no Shar: 
without Sharia, there would have been no such discover}.

Adeniyi, obviously thinks his sarcasm should make Ml 
feel ashamed of or feel embarrassed by the Gusau case. Far 
shaming or embarrassing Muslims, columnists like Ac, 
should be told they are the ones who should feel ashame 
embarrassed that they are so ignorant about the values and - 
of a people who form more than 50 percent of the popula: 
this country. Sharia, Adeniyi and Company should be to 
never frowned on sex or on its discussion in public, pro\ 
is not pre-marital or extra-marital. For his information, the Q 
contains verses, and the Fladith, the second most importan 
for the practice of Islam, has many explicit narrations os 
married couples can have fulfilling sexual relationship- 
therefore very much in order for Sharia courts to entertain 
cases.

Adeniyi does have a point about the preponderance o 
cases being those involving only the poor. But that canr 
valid enough argument against Sharia because the same arg 
can also be made against the so-called common law. Y 
as Adeniyi is, I am sure he is not too young to remember ti 
rested Lagos Weekend as once a leading title in the sta - - 
Daily Times of Nigeria because it regularly served a stea. 
of titillating sexual stories from magistrates’ courts, m< 
Lagos.

The lesson in all this for both sides in the battle over N 
sht u Id be obvious; neither ridicule, nor blackmail nor sub' 
on the part of Sharia antagonists, nor imposition on the 
its p otagonists, can win the war in the long run. TI 
efi.-.tive weapons are truth, logic, gentle persuasi 
ex i plary conduct. The reason is obvious; ridicule, t la , 
su I. rfuge and force depend on lies and distoi tions for - 
Bt s an African proverb says, lies may produce fit v 
th< > can never bear fruits.

vote: This eohtinn will be away for five w eeks, to \
Set miber,5, in aha Allah. 1 " IBl '  r“
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PROVISION OF OPTICAL FIBRE

LINKS - SAT-3/WASC SUBMARINE CABLE PROJECT:

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR THE PROVISION OF

ADDITIONAL EQUIPMENT

N i g e r i a n  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  L i m i t e d  i s  p r o v i d i n g  a 
L a n d i n g  S l a t i o n  a t  L a g o s  in  N i g e r i a  u n d e r  t h e  S A T - 3 / W A S C  

S u b m a r i n e  F i b r e  O p t i c a l  C a b l e  p r o j e c t  t o  i m p r o v e  a n d  

p r o v i d e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t r a n s m i s s i o n  L i n k s  t o  A f r i c a n  C o u n t r i e s ,  
A s i a ,  F a r  E a s t ,  S o u t h  A m e r i c a  a n d  E u r o p e .

P u r s u a n t  t o  t h i s  o b j e c t i v e  t h e  u n d e r l i s t e d  a d d i t i o n a l  

e q u i p m e n t  a r e  r e q u i r e d  a t  t h e  L a g o s  L a n d i n g  S t a t i o n :

•  2  S e t s  o f  S T M  - 1 6  I n t e r f a c e  C a r d  N e c o m  H o u s e  

( L - 1 6 . 1 )  ( W e s t  S i d e ) .

•  8 - F i b r e ,  8 M ( 9 / 1 2 5  C a b l e  a t  1 3 1 0 m m )  ( N e c o m  H o u s e )

•  S e t  o f  P i g t a i l  F i b r e s  ( N e c o m  H o u s e ) .

•  2  S e t s  o f  S T M - 1 6  T e r m i n a l  M u x  ( V i c t o r i a  I s l a n d  

L o c a t i o n  V C - 4  l e v e l ) .

•  4  S T M - 1  M u x  ( V i c t o r i a  I s l a n d  V C - 1 2  L e v e l )

•  D i g i t a l  D i s t r i b u t i o n  f r a m e  V i c t o r i a  I s l a n d  w i t h  2 M b / s  

t e r m i n a l  b l o c k  ( S y m n e t r i c a l  W i l l )  V i c t o r i a  I s l a n d .

•  S e t  o f  P i g t a i l  ( V i c t o r i a  I s l a n d )

I n t e r e s t e d  b i d d e r s  a r e  a d v i s e d  t o :

(I) C o l l e c t  a  s l ip  f r o m  th e  T e n d e r s  S e c r e t a r i a t  N I T E L  C o r p o r a t e  

H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  2 ,  B i s s a u  S t r e e t ,  O f f  H e r b e r t  M a c a u l a y  W a y ,  

Z o n e  6 ,  W u s e ,  A b u j a  o n  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  

I n c o r p o r a t i o n  a n d  C u r r e n t  T a x  C l e a r a n c e  C e r t i f i c a t e .

(II) P a y  a n o n - r e f u n d a b l e  T e n d e r  f e e  o f  N 2 0 , 0 0 0 . 0 0  to  t h e  C a s h i e r  

a t  N I T E L  C o r p o r a t e  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,  2 ,  B i s s a u  S t r e e t ,  O f f  

H e r b e r t  M a c a u l a y  W a y ,  W u s e  Z o n e  6 ,  A b u j a .

( I I I ) C o l le c t  T e n d e r  D o c u m e n t s  f r o m  th e  T e n d e r s  S e c r e t a r i a t  o n  

p r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  r e c e i p t  f o r  n o n - r e f u n d a b l e  T e n d e r  F e e .

C o m p l e t e d  T e n d e r  D o c u m e n t s  a r e  to  b e  s u b m i t t e d  a l o n g  w i t h  

p h o t o c o p i e s  o f  th e  f o l l o w i n g  d o c u m e n t s

•  C u r r e n t  T a x  C l e a r a n c e  C e r t i f i c a t e

•  C e r t i f i c a t e  o f  I n c o r p o r a t i o n

•  R e c e i p t  f o r  th e  P a y m e n t  o f  T e n d e r  F e e

T h e  E n v e l o p e  s h o u l d  b e  s e a l e d ,  w a x e d  a n d  m a r k e d  a t  t h e  t o p

le f t  h a n d  c o r n e r  “ T E N D E R  F O R  A D D I T I O N A L  E Q U I P M E N T

F O R  T H E  P R O V I S I O N  O F  O P T I C A L  F I B R E  L I N K S  O N  SA T-

2 /W A S C  S U B M A R I N E  C A B L E  P R O J E C T ” a n d  a d d r e s s e d  to :

T h e  S e c r e t a r y ,
M a n a g e m e n t  T e n d e r s  B o a r d ,
N i g e r i a n  T e l e c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  L i m i t e d ,
C o r p o r a t e  H e a d q u a r t e r s ,
2 ,  B i s s a u  S t r e e t ,  W u s e  Z o n e  6 ,
A b u j a .

T o  r e a c h  h i m  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  F r i d a y ,  A u g u s t  10,  2 0 0 1 .

P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  N I T E L  is  n o t  b o u n d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  
l o w e s t  o r  a n y  t e n d e r  a n d  t e n d e r  s e n t  b y  C o u r i e r  o r  P o s t
w i l l  n o t  b e  a c c e p t e d . .

M  l I I \ 1 A \  A t ;  K M  I  N I

T
NIGERIAN T E L E C O M M U N I C A T I O N S  L I D

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR THE  

SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, TESTING AND  

COM M ISS ION ING  OF RECT IF IERS  AND  

AC INTERFACE UNITS FOR JOS  

 CENTRAL EXCHANGE  .

Nigerian Telecommunications Limited is optimizing its 
network in order to provide efficient and effective 
telecommunications service to its customers and the public 
at large.

In achieving the above objective, NITEL hereby invites 
Tender from reputable companies with a bias for 
telecommunications to submit proposal, for the supply, 
Installation, Testing and Commissioning of rectifiers and AC 
Interface units for system back-up maintenance at Jos 
Central Exchange.

Interested bidders are advised to:

(i) Collect a slip from the Tenders Secretariat NITEL 
Corporate Headquarters, 2, Bissau Street, Off Herbert 
Macaulay Way, Zone 6, Wuse, Abuja on presentation of 
Certificate of Incorporation and Current Tax Clearance 
Certificate.

(ii) Pay a non-refundable Tender fee of N25.000.00 to 
NITEL Cashier at the Company’s Corporate Headquarters, 
2, Bissau Street, Off Herbert Macaulay Way, Wuse Zone 6, 
Abuja.

(iii) Collect Tender Documents from the Tenders Secretariat 
on production of the receipt for non-refundable Tender Fee.

Completed Tender Documents are to be submitted 
along with photocopies of the following documents

- Current Tax Clearance Certificate
- Certificate of Incorporation
- Receipt for the Payment of Tender Fee

The Envelope should be sealed, waxed and marked at 
the top left hand corner
“TEN D ER FOR SUPPLY, INSTALLATION, TEST IN G  
AND CO M M ISSIO N ING  of R E C T IF IE R S  AND AC 
INTERFACE UNITS FOR JO S  CENTRAL EXCH AN G E” 
and addressed to:

The Secretary,
Management Tenders Board,
Nigerian Telecommunications Limited,
Corporate Headquarters,
2, Bissau Street, Wuse Zone 6,
Abuja.

To reach him not later than12.00 Noon on 
Friday, A ugust 10, 2001.

Please note that N ITEL is not bound to accept 
the lowest or any tender and tender sent by 
Courier or Post will not be accepted..

N ITEL M AN AGEM ENT
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Politicians and the 
Acquired Tazarce 

syndrome
By Bala Maidala

L eaders on the African continent are known for their 
hold on power even when it is conspicuously clear to 
them that they are doing it at their own peril. Remember 

Samuel Doe o f Liberia who despite several signals that he 
had outlived his usefulness as president, decided to remain 
in power until when he was captured, murdered and mutilated 
b> the forces o f Prince Yomie Johnson. The tiger skin cap o f 
Mobutu Sese Seko could not frighten Laurent Kabila who 
emerged from the jungle o f  Zaire to displace the over thirty 
years rule o f Mobutu.

This phenom enon^ Nigeria is not peculiar to a particular 
state or geopolitical zone o f the country and it is not only 
state governors that are involved but also almost all elected 
representatives including the councillors. One disturbing thing 
is that just two years into the four-year term o f the present 
civil adm inistra tion , m ost o f  the state governors are 
preoccupied with their Tazarce as demonstrated by series of 
nocturnal meetings and political rallies giving less attention 
to fulfilling their electioneering campaign promises to the 
electorates. What baffles my mind most is not the Tazarce 
itself but the blatant disregard for accountability as could be 
seen in the use o f  public funds to finance the Tazarce project.

One unfortunate thing about our political office holders’ 
obsession with power is that they are doing so not with the 
good intention o f  improving the living conditions o f  our 
people but ra ther to  sa tisfy  the ir greed for personal 
aggrandizement. Nigeria is located in the part o f  the world 
w nere provision o f potable water, food and shelter etc. are 
still relevant tools for political campaigns. Most o f  these have 
ceased to be issues that would attract the sympathy o f the 
electorates in the developed countries o f the world who have 
n. >w shifted emphasis to international relations, abortion and 
space.

One factor that is aiding this ugly situation is the low 
level o f  education and ignorance o f  the electorate. One 
continues to wonder why an elected official who has not 
ft!filled his electioneering campaign promises will at the 
expiration o f  his tenure come back to the electorate seeking 
for re-election just because he has the money to dole out. It is 
high time for the electorate to appreciate the value o f their 
vc>tes in deciding who becomes what. So long as the electorate 
remains uneducated, the politicians will continue to exploit 
their ignorance for their selfish political goals.

It is also time for the masses to learn how to reject the 
apostles o f  Tazarce who, by the grace o f  their m asters’ 
in fluence  and a fflu en ce , have since , th rough  paid  
advertisements and posters, started urging the electorates to 
give their masters a second chance. Instead, the electorate 
should also learn how to reject politicians who because o f 
the wealth they amassed, may attempt to buy their conscience. 

Maidala writes from Damaturu, Yobe State.

Calling Northern governors
I  wish to refer your excellencies to a 

statement made by the well-known 
columnist in the Sunday Vanguard, 

M r. D ele S obow ale. F o r your 
information, Mr. Sobowale has never 
h idden his “anti-N orth” posture in 
almost all his write-ups. However, on 
Sunday July 1, 2001, in his column, he 
wrote a very interesting article which 
he titled “Back to Bimin Kebbi: back 
to the future” .

The crux o f that article is on the need 
for the N igerian nation to give the 
agricultural sector o f the economy the 
serious attention it deserves. In that 
article, Mr. Sobowale reminded us that 
agriculture is the most reliable mainstay 
o f  the N igerian  econom y. But o f  
immediate interest to me are the last two 
sentences in that article which go like 
this “For Nigeria’s future the advice is 
‘Go Northwest’, that region will outlast 
all the crude oil deposits in the South. 
The future o f  Nigeria is in the North.”

What Mr. Sobowale meant by these 
tw o positive  sen tences is that the 
agricultural potentials o f  the North 
Western zone o f  the country and indeed 
the  en tire  N orth  is enorm ous. He 
therefore is o f  the opinion that if  this 
great potential could be exploited and 
harnessed, Nigeria as a nation would 
becom e p rosperous by being  in a 
position to feed itself and export its 
agricultural produce as a revenue earner, 
w hich by the special grace o f  the 
Almighty God can remain infinite in 
terms o f usage and benefit.

Based on this observation by Mr. 
Sobowale, I felt the urge to appeal to 
your excellencies to pay more than lip 
se rv ice  to the  deve lopm en t o f  
agriculture as the economic base o f your 
respective states. I am particularly  
pained each time I either read in the 
new spapers or listen  to rad io  and 
television o f how the North is being 
vilified as a parasite that feeds fat on 
the sweat o f others; simply because oil 
has not been found in this region. We 
are often reminded that it is the North 
that depends on the rest o f  the country 
for survival, while the other parts don’t 
need anything from the North.

Forget the fallacy in these aspersions 
and bother yourself with the humiliation 
it gives to all o f us Northerners. In this

By Ism aila U m ar

modern time, the easiest way to make 
falsehood accepted as the truth is by 
repeating it over and over and via various 
media, and this is exactly the case in 
Nigeria, where it has largely become 
accepted that the North is an economic 
vampire.

For any living Northerner who is 
forty-five years and above, it is easy to 
recall how the government o f the defunct 
Northern Region was able to satisfy the 
y earn ings and asp ira tio n s o f  its 
population by using agriculture as the 
mainstay o f its economy. At that time, 
nobody was. talking about crude oil. 
Those of us within this age bracket went 
to school free o f charge. It was free in 
all respects, not only free tuition. Books, 
desks and chairs and all other instruments 
o f learning were given to us free.

At the tertiary level other additional 
needs w ere equally provided. They 
include uniforms and soap for washing 
them regularly. A certain am ount as 
pocket money was paid to students to do 
their hair and other things. Government 
also paid allowances to students for their 
transportation to and back from holidays. 
In the larger societies, o ther social 
infrastructures were equally provided. 
Such was the magic o f  agriculture under 
the defunct N orthern  N igeria . In a 
nutshell, the government was a hundred 
per cent responsible for the education 
and other basic needs o f the citizenry.

It may interest your excellencies to 
know that I lived my formative years in 
the g eograph ica l area now  called  
Z am fara  S tate . And I reca ll w ith 
nostalgia the harvest season referred to 
in Hausa as Huloti. That was a period 
when farmers would harvest both their 
food and cash crops. The latter would be 
taken out for sale to the famous LPOs. 
(L icen sed  P urchasing  O fficers) at 
desig n a ted  p o sitio n s, from  w here 
prosperity radiates in all directions. The 
farmers would realise money from the 
sale o f their farm produce and would in 
turn buy new clothes, bicycles and other 
needs. They also built new houses or 
mended old ones. Marriages were often 
contracted w ithin this period. Food 
sellers would prepare and sell all sorts 
o f delicacies at H uloti sites.

YOUR LETTERS
Re: ACF meets over Obasanjo’s second term
A fter a long and careful consideration, 

the Arewa Consultative Forum (ACF), 
has decided to issue this rejoinder to 
the front-page lead story o f Monday, 9th July, 

2001 edition o f  Daily Trust, titled “ACF 
meets over Obasanjo’s second term”.

T he sto ry  has been a source  o f  
co n sid e rab le  em barrassm en t and it is 
intended, by this rejoinder, to put the record 
s tra ig h t and d ispel any  u n favourab le  
im pression, w hich m ight have arisen on 
account o f  the story, particularly from among 
members o f  the various organs o f  ACF.

It has been an established tradition o f XCF 
to involve its members in the discussion of 
issues upon which the Forum wishes to take 
a stand. At such meetings, communiques are 
drawn up and read to members for further 
d iscu ssio n , am endm ents and  even tual 
adoption. The aim always, is to ensure that 
members are not only informed o f any stand 
taken by Forum, but are actively involved in 
the discussions which form the basis o f  such 
a stand.

The story carried  by Daily Trust on 
O b asan jo ’s second  term  p resid en tia l 
aspirations clearly indicated that Forum had 
decided to discuss and adopt a position on 
whether or not to support Obasanjo’s second 
term  asp irations w ithin a w eek o f  that 
publication. I wish to state that Forum had

n ev er tak en  any such dec is io n  on the 
candidature o f  Obasanjo or any candidate for 
that matter. Indeed if  a decision on an issue 
o f  such great importance to the North and the 
Nigerian nation is ever to be taken by the 
ACF, all its organs have to discuss and arrive 
at an understanding on the issue. It is noted 
that since within the one week when Daily 
Trust story claimed that the issue was to be 
discussed, none o f the Forum’s organs was 
slated to meet and discuss this issue or any 
m atter at all, the unfortunate and false 
impression was bound to be created that a 
discussion and decision on this vital subject 
was to be undertaken by an executive council 
clique that has no constitutional relevance and 
authority.

This was something that could adversely 
affect the integrity o f  the executive council 
and the confidence the council needs to carry 
out its day-to-day operations. It needs to be 
stated also, that such a situation can create a 
fee lin g  o f  a lien a tio n  am ong F o ru m ’s 
members and undermine thereby, cohesion 
and solidarity within the organisation.

It is in order to dispel any misconception 
that I wish to reiterate that the story carried 
by Daily Trust does not reflect the position 
o f  Forum.
Alhaji Aliyu Hayatu,
Publicity Secretary,
Arewa Consultative Forum.

Hypocrites in the Ummci

W henever they are with those who believe 
they proclaim that they believe; but 
when u -y are alone with their evil ones 

(co-friends) they s. Id openly ‘we are only mocking 
the believers’. Allah will return their mocking and 
evil plans on them.”

It is no t a new  th ing  to anyone w ho is 
conversant with holy history o f  Islam to deny the 
existence o f  hypocrites who at times pretend to be 
holy and good followers o f Hadrat Muhammad.

In fact, what Alhaji B. Bello, Zamfara State 
PDP secretary wants is a state where vices, social 
schizophrenia and moral maladies will become the 
order o f the day.

Allah says: “They try to put out the light of 
Allah with their mouths; but Allah will perfect His 
light whether unbelievers dislike it.”

Indeed, every Muslim has the only goal o f 
being governed by the holy Qur’an and Sunnah of 
our beloved Prophet Muhammad (SAW). But to 
Alhaji B. Bello, it seems to be a painful thing to 
have a state where the Qur’an and Sunnah become 
the code o f  life. But one will wonder why Alhaji 
B. Bello seems opposed to the leadership o f Islam.

Allah says: “Deaf, dumb, they will not return 
to v/^y.”
Yakub Yunus Sakpe,
Emir’s Palace,
Bida. Niser State._________________________

In the social sphere, it was that time 
festivities such as K alankuw a  were 
organised. In the nights, Kalangu  an 1 
Duma music would fill the air and the 
young and young at heart woul I 
besiege such places for relaxation 
Indeed it was a place where people 
picked their future life partners. In 
nutshell, harvest time was such a bi 
economic boom for everybody in th 
society, including the government, 
which recorded highest revenue within 
the period.

The policy of the Northern Region; 
governm ent to promote agriculture 
among all the strata of the communities 
made this “p arad ise” possib le . 1 
provided agricultural inputs for farmer; 
at affordable prices, while attractive 
prices were also fixed on farm produce 
On the social level, agricultural show ■ 
known in Hausa as bukin nitna amfatiii 
gona  were organised from where ar 
overall best fanner (Sarkin noma) o 
the year w ould  be se lec ted  and 
turbaned. It was designed to encourage 
healthy  com petition  for highei 
productivity. Indeed, everything tha 
was capable of enticing people to gc 
into agriculture was done and the 
people and the government benefitet 
in concrete terms from such measures

Those were the glorious years whe: 
groundnut and cotton pyramids were 
common sights in Gusau, Kotorkosh 
and Chafe towns among other places, 
also believe similar things happened n 
other locations across the Northern 
Region. Such bliss in the lives of t 
people  was rea lised  because 
government thenencouraged people t 
create wealth for themselves and the 
state. This in my humble opinion 
what all the Northern state govemmen: 
should now go back to. It is the on ' 
liv ing legacy they could lay as 
foundation  for the su rv ival, s e l ; - 
sufficiency and overall development otl 
the region.

The latest vogue of Northern state 
governments giving buses, cars and 
motorcycles on hire purchase to peopl - 
under whatever pretext is not a solid) 
econom ic investm ent. Turning ai 
citizens into overnight contracted > 
contributes nothing to our econom . 
em ancipation . The jam b o ree  oil 
sponsoring hundreds o f  people t 
annual hajj is nothing but a waste < 
public resources - for all these do no! 
build  econom ically  pow erfu l am. 
developed states. The best thing to do 
is to encourage people to create wealth 
for themselves and the state through 
agricu ltu re . T hat w ay people  can 
individually afford to buy all the buses, 
cars, motorcycles and other things for 
themselves. That way also they could 
afford to go on the annual hajj with the i r 
halal (legitimate means) which is more 
recognised and rew arded by Allah 
(SWT).

Your Excellencies, the Almight;. 
God has given you a rare and special 
p riv ileg e  to red irec t your people  
towards a glorious future. It is your 
chance to free your people from undue 
em barrassm ent, harassm ent and 
victimisation. It is your responsibilit> 
to lay a solid foundation for a lasting 
economic legacy. The almighty God in 
his infinite wisdom chose you among 
hundreds o f  others and placed this 
responsibility on your shoulders. Bui 
it is up to you to either flunk it (Got! 
forbid) or fulfil God’s positive will. It 
is however certain that posterity is ever 
around to judge you and place you on 
the scale o f public opinion depending 
on how you handle this im portant 
assignm ent g iven  to you by God 
himself.

Ismaila is a deputy director at the 
NDE headquarters, Box 104, Wuse 
Abuja.
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Burundi rebels surrender

Burundian Defence Minister, Gen. Cyrille Ndayirukiye addresses a news conference 
following a coup attempt in Bujumbura, Burundi, on Monday.

Gambia lifts ban on politics

R ebel troops who staged 
a coup attempt in 
Burundi have given 

themselves up to forces loyal to 
President Pierre Buyoya.

The rebels had attempted to 
halt the approval of plans for a 
transitional government at 
peace negotiations in the 
Tanzanian town of Arusha.

After gunfire in the capifel, 
Bujumbura, on Sunday night, 
about 100 army rebels were 
pursued by loyalists before 
surrendering in the town of 
Ngozi.

Two soldiers were reported 
killed in the uprising.

The rebels, from the 
minority Tutsi ethnic group, are 
thought to be hardliners who 
fear a compromise deal will 
play into the hands of the ethnic 
Hutu majority.

The summit in Arusha 
earlier announced a 
breakthrough in attempts to end 
the b'tter ethnic conflict which 
has <illed at least 200,000 
peopie in Burundi in the past 
eight years.

Uganda’s President Yoweri 
Museveni said that the majority 
of regional heads of state and 
political parties at the talks had 
approved arrangements for a 
transitional government which 
would see power shared 
between Hutus and Tutsis.

A Hutu president is 
supposed to take over as 
pres dent after Mr Buyoya’s 18 
months at the helm.

Fighting has broken out in 
Gaza City between 
gunmen and Palestinian 

police.
The clashes were centred 

on the home of Gaza’s chief of 
military intelligence, Moussa 
Arafat.

At the height of the trouble, 
as many as a thousand people 
had gathered outside the 
residence, in one of Gaza 
City's main streets.

Shots were fired and stones 
and bottles thrown at the 
buiiding.

Palestinian police stationed 
thr mghout the city converged 
on the crowd and broke up 
their demonstration.

It appears the people were 
supporters of the Popular 
Resistance Movement.

On Sunday three of its 
members were shot and 
wounded by police at a 
Palestinian checkpoint.

The men were returning 
from what the movement 
describes as a military action 
against an Israeli settlement in 
the north of the Gaza Strip. '

The Palestinian Authority 
says the men were shot by 
police on high alert because 
undercover Israeli agents were 
believed to be operating in the 
area.

But one of the leaders of 
the Popular Movement - a 
Fatah activist, Mohammed al
Baba - has told the BBC  the

1 ' - 1 .......

Three months ago Tutsi 
troops staged a failed attempted 
takeover by seizing the state 
radio building.

Many of the country’s 
politically dominant Tutsi are 
concerned about the current 
peace process which they fear 
will hand power to the Hutu 
majority and expose Tutsis to 
risk of ethnic massacres.

And Mr Buyoya, who 
seized power in a coup in 1996 
is bitterly opposed by a number

T he new  B ritish  
Minister for Africa, 
Baroness Amos, will 

today begin a three-day visit 
to N igeria  since her 
appo in tm ent a fte r the 
general election in United 
Kingdom in June.

Accoding to a release 
from  the B ritish  H igh 
Commission, Valerie Amos 
w ill hold  ta lk s  w ith 
rep re sen ta tiv es  o f  the 
government including the 
Presidency and the Foreign 
Affairs Ministry.

She will also meet the 
leadership o f  the National 
A ssem bly , E conom ic 
Community o f West African 
States, business and non­
governmental organisations.

rein in activists engaged in 
anti-Israeli attacks.

In refugee camps in the 
Gaza Strip late on Monday, the 
Popular Resistance called on 
Palestinians not to accept the 
apparent Palestinian Authority 
crackdown and accused the 
Authority of acting in 
collaboration with Israel.

T he head of South 
Africa’s chemical and 
biological weapons 

programme during the apartheid 
era, Dr Wouter Basson, said at 
his trial that he was given 
unlimited power by the 
authorities to further his work.

Taking4he stand for the first 
time in a court in Pretoria, Dr 
Basson said the then 
government had allowed him to 
exchange information with the 
country’s enemies as long as he 
got more out of them.

Dr Basson, christened 
“Doctor Death” by South 
Africa’s media, has pleaded not 
guilty to 61 charges of murder, 
fraud and drug peddling.

Marlene Burger, observer at 
the trial for the Centre for 
Conflict Resolution told the 
Associated Press: “He shows no 
emotion. He and his legal team 
are very arrogantly confident 
that he will be acquitted.”

Dr Basson told the court

of Hutu and Tutsi parties.
Nelson Mandela, the chief 

mediator of the talks, has used 
all his moral muscle to drag the 
parties to the negotiating table.

But so far the two main 
armed Hutu rebel groups have 
stayed outside the peace 
process.

And analysts say that 
without their participation, 
Burundi’s peace talks do not 
bring the country one 
centimetre closer to a ceasefire.

By Kevin Ebele Adinnu

Baroness Amos whose 
visit to Nigeria is her first to 
Africa as m inister said in 
London that she was looking 
forward to identifying ways 
in which the two countries 
could stengthen their strong 
relationship.

Bom in Guyana, Valerie 
A m os s tud ied  at the 
U niversities o f  W arwick, 
B irm ingham  and E ast 
Anglia.

Among other positions, 
Amos was appointed Chief 
E xecu tive  o f  the E qual 
Opportunities Commission 
in 1989, a position she held 
till 1994.

She had been an adviser 
to the South A frican  
G overnm ent on public  
service reform, human rights 
and employment equity.

Created a life peer in
1997, B aroness A m os 
became a Government Whip 
in the House o f  Lords in
1998. She w as also  
appo in ted  G overnm ent 
spokesperson  on 
International Development 
in the House o f Lords.

In return, he said, he was 
only required to tell the army if 
the country was in danger.

Evidence at his trial, which 
started 21 months ago, has 
revealed gruesome and 
sometimes bizarre details of 
apartheid government’s 
attempts to eliminate and pacify 
political enemies.

They have ranged from 
plans to supply poisoned beer 
for tests on unsuspecting black 
taxi drivers, to creating 
poisoned chocolate and clothes 
and releasing cholera in the

G ambian President 
Yahyah Jammeh has 
lifted the ban un 

political activities of parties he 
overthrew in a military coup in 
1994.

This announcement will, 
correspondents suggest, open 
the way for political parties to 
challenge the president in 
multi-party elections due in 
October.

In an address to a rally in 
Banjul he said: “You are free 
to choose and support anyone 
you want. But you do not have 
a right to instigate or take part 
in violence. If you do you will 
go six feet deep.”

Mr Jammeh’s order, which 
surprised many Gambians, 
coincided with the anniversary 
of his 1994 coup that toppled 
the elected government of Sir 
Dauda Jawara who is now

water supply at a refugee camp.
Last year a bacteriologist 

testified that he had freeze-dried 
HIV-infected blood for use 
against enemies as part of Dr 
Basson’s programme.

Witnesses also told the 
court that the doctor had been 
involved in the illegal 
manufacture of drugs such as 
ecstasy to help in crowd control.

The hearing also heard that 
Dr Basson, a cardiologist, 
travelled around the world on 
false identities to gather funds, 
information and materials.

living in exile in Britain.
The notoriously restrictive 

Decree 89 had until now 
prevented parties like the 
Peoples Progressive Party, 
which had ruled the country 
since independence from 
Britain in 1965, from 
participating in elections.

A former m inister o f 
Agriculture in the government 
of Sir Dauda, Mr Omar Jallow 
told the BBC’s Network Africa 
programme: “There is no cause 
for jubilation.”

He said the decree that had 
been in force was “draconian, 
despotic and obnoxious” , 
adding that a country that 
believes in the rule of law and 
human rights “has no business 
to enslave its citizens” by 
discriminating against them on 
political grounds.

Mr Jammeh, who seized

power as a young officer, has 
been under pressure from 
donors and the 
Commonwealth to provide a 
broader political base.

Pressure has also come 
from within. Local politicians 
who had become increasingly 
restive had begun re-grouping 
and re-organising themselves, 
threatening to defy the ban.

Mr Jammeh has tried to 
win over Gambians by making 
improvements to the country’s 
infrastructure, building new 
roads, hospitals and schools.

In 1996, he called 
presidential and parliamentary 
elections. Opposition 
participation was limited.

Although Mr Jammeh’s 
party won the elections, his 
most strident critic, opposition 
party leader and lawyer, Mr 
Ousainou Darboe won 38% of 
the votes in the ten days of 
campaigning he was allowed.

Israel demands details on observers

I srael says it wants further details about American proposals to 
send more CIA agents to monitor the ceasefire with the 
Palestinians before it decides whether to accept such a move.
The comments come after the United States gave its support 

for the first time last week along with other G8 member states to 
Palestinian calls for a foreign observer force to monitor the truce.

Israel has long resisted pressure to accept international 
observers, but Foreign Minister Shimon Peres says Israel migh* 
agree to a solely American delegation.

The unrest claimed two more lives on Monday.
Israeli forces intercepted and killed a man who an Israeli official 

said was a suicide bomber carrying a bomb.
Earlier, a 15-ycar-old Palestinian was shot by Israeli troops ii 

the town of Rafah in the Gaza Strip.
There had been clashes in the area earlier in the day. but resident' 

said the area was quiet at the time of the shooting.
Mr Peres gave details on Israeli public television of hi' 

acceptance in principle of US monitors.
“We were never against the idea that the CIA bring othe’ 

monitors to help their work, but we are against an intemation; 
force,” he told Israel public television on Monday.

“If it is a question of American monitors, we don’t have a 
problem,” he added.

An unknown number of CIA agents already operate in Israc 
and the Palestinian territories, mainly monitoring on-off securi' 
co-operation between the two sides.

Ultimately, Israel’s acceptance of a foreign delegation mig' 
hinge on its definition.

The BBC reports that the distinction between monitor' 
observers and peace-keepers is hugely important to Israelis.

Palestinian police clash with gunmen

UK Minister for Africa  
visits Nigeria

Apartheid’s chemical weapon boss 
testifies
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^ -)< p u b lic  Announcem ent)
t o o n  for y o u  to a s m  m  m m  1 0  m a  

m s m m

Your favourite Airline, Albarka, has added a 44 miter 
HS-148 aircraft to its fleet to enable passengers on the 

Yola to Abuja route travel more regularly and more
comfortably.

Beginning from Thursday, July 26th, 2001, Albarka Air 
will depart Yola Airport daily for Abuja at W a in  and 

return to Yola in the evening at 4:00pm,

These daily flights cover all days o f the week except
Saturdays,

The 44-seater aircraft is also available for charter.

Now, you don’t need to rush out o f Abuja before concluding 
your business transaction. Albarka Air now departs Abuja

Fly T~(fe PeopleV Airhtic
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Nigerian Stock Dealings (NSE)
Price L ist as a t 24/07/2001

COMPANY
OPENING

PRICE
CLOSING

PRICE CHANGE DEALS VOLUME VALUE

7UP 6.01 6.00 0.01 17 49,815 298,406.15
ACCESSBANK 1.25 1.23 0.02 22 41,545,800 46,875,190.00
AFPRINT 0.97 0.97 0.00 20 311,567 301,646.24
AFRIBANK 8.80 8.80 0.00 39 347,004 3,054,985.20
AGIP 31.50 31.10 0.40 36 205,922 6,341,817.57
AGLEVENT 1.18 1.18 0.00 1 . 1,382 1,630.76
AIICO 3.16 3.30 0.14 6 55,875 183,61.50
AP 19.34 19.34 0.00 5 4,301 83,181.34
ASHAKACEM 17.20 16.45 0.75 15 54,361 902,476.25
AVONCROWN 1.54 1.54 0.00 1 156 240.24
BATA 0.30 0.30 0.00 1 298 89.40
BCC 4.79 4.79 0.00 3 94,163 451,040.77
BERGER 2.80 2.80 0.00 8 24,500 68,600.00
CADBURY 24.41 24.20 0.21 60 239,574 5,756,967.38
CAP 2.69 2.58 ” o .u - 1 15,000 38,700.00
CAPALBETO * 7.60 7.60 0.00 3 1,114 8,466.40
■CFAO 2.78 2.91 0.13 17 81,415 235,778.59
CHARTERED 8.09 8.49 0.40 77 1,272,690 10,750,588.10
CMB 0.68 0.68 0.00 3 11,932 8,113.76
COOPBANK 2.14 2.14 0.00 2 52,000 111,280.00
CORNERST 1.55 1.62 0.07 2 1000,000 162,000.00
COSTAIN 1.26 1.32 0.06 3 57,000 72,120.00
CUTIX 3.26 "3.26 0.00 1 1,323 4,312.98
DNMEYER 7.30 7.15 0.15 3 5,050 36,307.50
DUNLOP 3.28 3.30 0.02 22 69,332 232,830.26
EKOBANK 1.53 1.46 0.07 13 141,936 224,741.26
ETERNAOIL 1.46 1.53 0.07 8 45,200 66,342.00
FIRSTALUM 1.79 1.79 0.00 2 30,000 53,700.00
FIRSTBANK 25.75 25.05 0.70 223 1,334,238 34,086,430.06
FLOURMILL 14.93 14.19 0.74 28 87,250 1,238,077.50
FOREMOST 0.47 0.47 0.00 1 625 293.75
FSB 6.54 6.40 0.14 21 272,546 1,703,639.76
GOLDBREW 0.58 0.58 0.00 18 388,040 219,480.64
GUARANTY 5.70 5.70 0.00 36 616,457 3,513,804.90
GUINNESS 38.40 38.00 0.40 31 86,296 3,319,807.50
HALLBANK 4.60 4.56 0.04 3 5,300 24,168.00
IGL 6.35 6.15 0.20 7 17,118 105,851.70
IMB 1.72 1.70 0.02 20 326,850 537,851.60
INLANDBANK 1.50 1.50 0.00 2 100,000 150,350.00
JBERGER 45.00 47.25 2.25 5 6,370 297,900.00
JOHNHOLT 2.18 2.08 0.10 11 101,694 211,761.72
JOSBREW 0.68 0.68 0.00 2 10,400 7,072.00
LEVBROS 25.00 25.00 0.00 66 277,053 6,819,272.83
LIONBANK 1.81 1.90 0.09 10 100,499 175,792.59
L O N G M A N 4.52 4.53 0.01 1 1,200 5,436.00
MANDRID 6.68 7.01 0.33 1 2,000 14,020.00
MANNYBANK 1.80 1.80 0.00 5 12,000 21,680.00
MAY&BAKER 2.80 2.70 0.10 4 10,400 28,130.00
MNS 93.47 92.47 1.00 1 7,500 693,525.00
MOBIL 65.00 64.00 1.00 7 8,515 547,805.00

1 NAL 5.10 5.20 0.10 73 852,505 4,339,952.08
NB 27.25 27.20 0.05 84 237,360 6,421,457.51
NBC 20.18 20.20 0.02 29 42,839 864,913.02
NCR 1.91 1.90 0.01 2 23,677 44,986.30
NESTLE 65.00 64.00 1.00 25 81,524 5,191,230.82
NIGERCEM 0.54 0.54 0.00 3 4,350 2,349.0
NIGERINS 4.75 4.98 0.23 10 30,527 143,895.98
N1GROPES \.9 2 \.92 0.00 \ u  ,\oo 21,072.00
NIWICABLE 2.17 2.17 0.00 2 1,700 3,689.00
NNFM 11.40 11.40 0.00 2 19,690 224,466.00
NOLCHEM 30.00 31.50 1.50 51 145,477 4,432,665.99
OKOMUOIL 9.45 ' 9.45 0.00 3 6,200 58,590.00
OWENABANK 2.81 2.81 0.00 2 7,718 21,687.58
PFIZER 5.44 5.44 0.00 I 1,000 5,440.00
POLYPROD 0.50 0.50 ■ 0.00 1 564 282.00
PREMBREW 0.45 0.45 0.00 1 700 315.00
PRESTIGE 2.30 2.30 0.00 3 5,163 11,874.90
PZ 13.85 13.99 0.14 42 165,898 2,298,699.22
ROYALEX 5.35 5.61 0.26 5 81,538 457,403.48
RTBRISCOE 1.23 1.25 0.02 2 455 566.76
SAVANNA 1.15 1.20 0.05 9 330,588 396.705.60
SCOA 1.82 1.90 0.08 8 8,425 15,529.58
SKBEECHAM 2.36 2.36 0.00 23 144,805 340,981.30
SUNINS 0.65 0.65 0.00 1 32,908 21,390.20
TEXACO 63.99 63.00 0.99 14 11,909 758,613.69
TIB 2.63 2.63 0.00 20 282,878 739,285.75
TOTAL 67.10 67.10 0.00 16 9,869 662,209.90
TRIPPLEG 1.30 1.30 0.00 5 20,050 26,065.00
UAC-PROP 3.00 '2.95 0.05 28 369,450 1,103,375.50
UACN 3.55 3.40 0.15 58 331,656 1,142,665.57
UBA 14.99 14.46 0.53 69 259,629 3,799,694.56
UBN 29.60 28.13 1.47 51 586,845 16,702,215.55
UNIC 2.25 2.25 0.00 1 500 1,125.00
UNIONDICON 16.50 16.80 0.30 2 450 7,485.00
UNIPETROL 41.65 43.73 2.08 41 67,812 2,828,731.50
UNTL 3.74 3.92 0.18 8 70,075 274,331.12
UPL 3.50 3.48 0.02 3 16,250 56,850.00
UTB 5.00 5.00 0.00 30 511,205 2,532,277.20
UTC 1.30 1.31 0.01 8 200,000 263,500.00
VANLEER 2.96 2.96 0.00 3 30,000 88,800.00
VITAFOAM 4.40 4.45 0.05 22 165,781 733,959.55
WAPCO 21.38 21.30 0.08 41 212,540 4,544,689.14
WAPIC 1.78 1.78 0.00 1 4,000 7,120.00
WEMABANK 2.99 2.85 0.14 26 225,267 645,860.95
TOTAL 1,724 54^06^38 195,291,972.50

Nigerian Stock DealingS'(NSE)
G ainers/Losers as a t 24/07/2001

Gainers •
COMPANY OPENING PRICE CLOSING PRICE CHANGE

JBERGER 45.00 * 47.25 2.25
UNIPETROL 41.65 43.73 2.08
NOLCHEM 30.00 31.50 1.50
CHARTERED 8.09 . 8.49 0.40
MANDRID 6.68 7.01 0.33
UNIONDICON 16.50 16.80 0.30
ORYALEX 5.35 5.61 0.26
NIGERINS 4.75 4.98 0.23
UNTL 3.74 3.92 0.18
PZ 13.85 13.99 0.14
AIICO 3.16 3.30 0.14
CFAO 2.78 2.91 0.13
NAL 5.10 5.20 0.10
LIONBANK 1.81 1.90 0.09
SCOA 1.82 1.90 0.08
ETERNAOIL 1.46 1.53 0.07
CORNERST 1.55 1.6^ 0.07
COSTAIN 1.26 1.32 0.06
VITAFOAM 4.40 4.45 0.05
SAVANNA 1.15 1.20 0.05
NBC 20.18 20.20 0.02
DUNLOP 3.28 3.30 0.02
RTBRISCOE 1.23 1.25 0.02
LONGMAN 4.52 4.53 0.01
UTC 1.30 1.31 0.01

Losers
COMPANY OPENING PRICE CLOSING PRICE CHANGE

JBERGER 29.60 28.13 1.47
NESTLE 65.00 64.00 1.00
NOLCHEM 65.00 64.00 1.00
UNIONDICON 93.47 92.47 1.00
CADBURY 63.99 63.00 0.99
7UP 17.20 16.45 0.75
AIICO 14.93 14.19 0.74
ADC 25.75 25.05 0.70
CAP 14.99 14.46 0.53
HALLBANK 38.40 38.00 0.40
NBC 31.50 31.00 0.40
IMB 24.41 24.20 0.21
UTC 6.35 6.15 0.20
C&ILEASING 7.30 7.15 0.15
ACCESSBANK 3.55 3.40 0.15
GOLDBREW 2.99 2.85 0.14
AFPRINT 6.54 6.40 0.14
CORNERST 2.69 2.58 0.11
MORISON 2.80 2.70 0.10
NAL 2.18 2.08 0.10
MANNYBANK 1.53 1.46 0.07

3.00 2.95 0.05
4.60 4.56 0.04
1.72 1.70 0.02
1.25 1.23 0.02

S u m m a ry  o f  Transactions

MKT.
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DEALS
1,724

VOLUM E
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No. O F CO M PA N IES
94

Source: N SE , A bu ja  Area O ffice

The bulls maintain their lead at NSE yesterday
Trading reports collected from Abuja Area office o f  the Nigerian Stock Exchan . 

indicted that a total o f  54.21 million shares valued at N 195.29 million in 1,724 deals w t 
traded on the floors of the Nigerian Stock Exchange.

There were no transactions in the Industrial Loans/Preference Stocks scctor and t 
Federal Go vnmen! Development stocks sector.
Price M ovem ent:

The Nigerian Stock Exchange All-Share Index closed at 10,643.17. a decrease < 
0.87 percent. The index opened at 10,736.36. While the market capitalization closed 
N629.24 billion, a decrease o f 0.87 percent, it opened at N634.75 billion.

The bears lost to the bulls on the floor yesterday, with a total o f 25 companies gainir 
and 24 losing in their share prices.

Gains were recorded in the Construction, Petroleum Marketing, Banking, Fo<\ 
Beverages & Tobacco, Insurance, Textiles, Conglomerates, Industrial & Domes: 
Products, Automobile and Tyre and the Printing & Publishing sub sector.

JBerger Pic led the f>rice gainers, as it appreciated by 225 kobo to close the day l 
N47.25 per share, followed by Unipetrol Pic, which appreciated by 208 kobo to close . 
N43.73 per share.

Other price gainers include Nolchem (150 kobo); Chartered (40 kobo); Mandrid (3 
kobo); Uniondicon (30 kobo); Royalex (26 kobo); Nigerins (23 kobo); UNTL (18 kob 
PZ and A1ICO (14 kobo apiece); CFAO (13 kobo); Nal (10 kobo) and Lionbank (9 kobc

Union Bank of Nigeria Pic led the price losers, dropping by 147 kobo to close at an 
N 28.13 per share, followed by Mobil Pic and Nestle foods Pic. which both lost 100 k o ' 
to close each at N64.00 per share, MNS also lost 100 kobo to close at N92.47 per sha

Other price losers include Texaco (99 kobo); Ashakacem (75 kobo); Flourmill ~ 
kobo); Firstbank (70 kobo); UBA(53 kobo); Guinness and Agip (40 kobo apiece); Cadbi. 
(21 kobo); IGL (20 kobo); DN Meyer and UACN (15 kobo apiece) and Wemabank at 
FSB (14 kobo apiece). ________
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ECOWAS monetary 
council meets tomorrow
T he convergence 

council o f ministers 
o f  the West African 
M onetary Zone (WAMZ), 

will hold its fifth meeting 
tomorrow at the ECOWAS 
Secretariat in Abuja.

Top on the agenda o f the 
m eeting  are the
consideration o f reports from 
the Director-General o f the 
W est A frican  M onetary  
In stitu te  (W AM I), Dr. 
M ichael Olufemi Ojo, on 
m a c r o - e c o n o m i c  
developm ents in the sub- 
reg ion ; the design  and 
technical preparation o f the 
proposed single currency for 
West African Monetary Zone 
and issues relating to the 
harmonisation o f National 
Central Bank Acts.

By A hm ed Shekarau

A statement issued from 
the ECOWAS Secretariat in 
A buja, revealed  that the 
C ouncil’s m eeting  is 
preceded by a meeting o f the 
committee o f Central Bank 
governors o f  the Second 
M onetary  Z one, held  
betw een  M onday and 
Tuesday, July 23rd and 24th.

A lso , the W A M Z’s 
T echnical C om m ittee  
deliberated on the status of 
the convergence for 2000 
and the harm onisation o f 
National Central Bank Acts 
between last M onday and 
Tuesday, ahead o f  the 
council of ministers’ meeting 
tomorrow.

WAMI. w hich was

established at a mini-summit 
o f  member Heads of State o f 
G am bia, G hana, G uinea, 
Nigeria and Sierra Leone, in 
Lome, Togo, in December, 
1999, has as its mandate the 
se ttin g  up o f  a legal 
fram ew ork to  harm onise 
laws relating to financial 
institutions o f  the member 
states.

WAMZ also requires 
m em ber s ta tes to fu lfil 
certain criteria that would 
allow the adoption of a single 
currency for the sub-region 
by 2003, and a com m on 
monetary and exchange rate 
policy.

These p o lic ie s  are 
targeted at achieving price 
stability, sustainable budget 
d e fic its , reduction  o f

in fla tio n ary  sources o f  
financing budget deficits, 
and the maintenance o f an 
adequate level o f  foreign 
exchange reserves.

. Specific conditions for 
meeting these targets include 
restriction, by each nation, of 
its budget deficit/GDP ratio 
not exceeding five percent 
by 2000 and four percent by 
2002; a lim it o f  annual 
inflation rate to a single digit 
by 2000 and five percent by 
2003, and a call on Central 
Banks’ financing o f budget 
defic its to 10 percent o f  
previous year’s tax revenue 
by 2000, among others.

The idea o f  establishing 
a single monetary zone by 
the five West African states 
w as in form ed by slow  
economic progress observed 
by ECOWAS Heads o f State 
in the early  1980s. The 
ECOW AS m onetary  
cooperation programme was 
not however adopted until 
December 1999.

Nigeria accounts for 
28 percent of global
gas flares -Commissioner

T he flaring  o f  
petroleum associated 
gases in N igeria  
alone accoun ted  for 28 

percent o f the global flares 
in 1995, according to the 
Environment Commissioner 
for Akwa Ibom State, Obong 
Isidore Akpan-Ebe.

A kpan-Ebe made this 
assertion in a paper entitled: 
“Role o f  Government and 
O il C om panies in 
Environmental Protection,” 
p resen ted  at the W orld 
C onference o f  M ayors in 
Eket in Akwa-Ibom State.

“Oil co m p an ie s’ 
activities, which account for 
som e 90 percen t o f  the 
nation’s revenue, is a major 
factor in N ig eria 's

• New generation cars inclusive....
• Orders delivered within 48 hours from local stock.

Quality guaranteed by Peugeot Automobile Nigeria Ltd.
Retail prices are as officially recommended by 
Peugeot Automobile Nigeria Ltd.

Available through Peugeot authorized distributors nationwide. 
Genuine Peugeot Parts.

Trust the genuine article.

PEUGEOT AUTOMOBILE NIGERIA LTD.

Sold and Guaranteed at: ■ A.S.D. M O TO R S Kaduna, Abuja. ■ M A DUNKA M O TO R S Kaduna. • O LU W A LO G BO N  M O TO R S Victoria Island, Ikeja.
■ CFAO M O TO RS Ijora (Lagos), Port-harcourt, Warn. * N .M .I. M O TO RS Lagos, Kano, Abuja. ■ SCOA M O TO RS Lagos, Kano, Port-harcourt, Warn.
■ A.C. O K O C H A  M O TO RS Abuja. • ABADAT M O TO R S Abuja. ■ ASAO M O TO R S Lagos. ■ M IN G I M O TO R S Port.Harcourt.
■ KAURA M O TO RS ■ R O A D  T R U C K E R S  Yaoa fl^ms,._____________________________________ .__________________
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Travelogue
Five days in Brussels, the Belgian capital

I t  w a s  g l a d d e n i n g  to  

h a v e  s p e n t  f iv e  d a y s  in  

B r u s s e l s ,  t h e  c a p i t a l  

c i t y  o f  B e l g i u m ,  c o u r t e s y  

o f  t h e  r e c e n t  v i s i t  o f  

P r e s i d e n t  O l u s e g u n  

O b a s a n j o  to  t h a t  c o u n t r y .  

A s  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  S ta t e  

H o u s e  P r e s s  C o r p s  

( S H P C ) ,  c o v e r i n g  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h e  v i c e -  

p r e s i d e n t ,  w o r k  d o e s  n o t  

s t o p  m a i n l y  a t  t h e  

P res iden tia l  v illa , A b u ja ,  o r  

a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  

R a t h e r ,  i t  i n v o l v e s  

c o v e r i n g  t h e i r  o f f i c i a l  

a c t i v i t ie s  a b r o a d  w h e n  th e  

n e e d  a r i s e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  

o n e  w a s  p r i v i l e g e d  a l o n g  

w i t h  P a u l  O d e n i y i  o f  T h e  

C o m e t  n e w s p a p e r s  to  b e  

p a r t  o f  t h e  A d v a n c e  

P r e s i d e n t i a l  c r e w  t o  

B e l g i u m .  T h e  v i s i t  u n l i k e  

o t h e r s  w a s  a t  t h e  i n s t a n c e  

o f  t h e  B e l g i a n  P r i m e  

M i n i s t e r ,  M r .  G u y  
V e rh o fs ta d t .

O u r  j o u r n e y  b e g a n  o n  
S u n d a y  8 ,h J u l y  a b o a r d  
S w i s s  a i r  f r o m  L a g o s  
e n r o u t e  Z u r i c h
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A i r p o r t ,  

w h e r e  w e  b o a r d e d  S a b e n a  
A i r  a f t e r  a  t w e n t y - m i n u t e  
s to p -o v e r  to  f ina l ise  a i rp o r t  
f o r m a l i t i e s .  W e  a r r i v e d  

B r u s s e l s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  
\ i r p o r t  a t  a b o u t  1 1 a .m .  
o ca l  t i m e  ( B e l g i u m  is  o n e  

l o u r  a h e a d  o f  N ig e r ia )  in to  
h e  w a i t i n g  h a n d s  o f  th e  

N ig e r ian  E m b a s s y  off ic ia ls  
w h o  w e r e  d e t a i l e d  t o  

r e c e i v e  u s  o n  a r r iv a l .  A s  

e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  a i r p o r t  

r o u t i n e ,  w h i c h  i n v o l v e s  
c u s t o m s  a n d  i m m i g r a t i o n  

c h e c k s ,  t o o k  a  f e w  
m i n u t e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  

w e  w e r e  g u e s t s  o f  t h e  

B e l g i a n  a u th o r i t y .  A  15- 
m i n u te  d r iv e  to o k  u s  to  th e  

N ig e r i a n  E m b a s s y  lo c a te d  

a t  2 8 8 ,  A v e n u e  D e  

T e rv in e n ,  1150 ,  B ru s s e ls .

A f t e r  ar r e s t  a t  t h e  
E m b a s s y ,  w e  w e r e  
c o n v e y e d  to  H o t e l  R e y e r s  
a t  B o u l e v a r d  A u g u s t e  
R e y e r s ,  4 0 - 4 2 - 1 0 3 0  
B r u s e l l e s ,  w h e r e  w e  
c h e c k e d  in  f o r  a  r e s t ,  3 0  
h o u r s  t o  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  
P r e s i d e n t  O l u s e g u n  

O b a s a n j o  w h o  w a s  
a t t e n d i n g  t h e  O A U  
S u m m i t  a t  L u s a k a , '  
Z a m b ia .

T h e  c i t y  o f  B r u s s e l s  
I u n fo ld s  a s  a  h is to r ica l  to w n  

a n d  it  i s  r e m a r k a b l y  
I d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  m o s t  o f  its  
I c o n t e m p o r a r i e s  in  t o d a y ’s

The arch o f the palaise du cinquantenaire, a symbolic entry point into the city o f Brussels

By Suleiman Mohammed,
just back from Brussels

E u r o p e .  W i t h  m o s t  o f  th e  

b u i ld in g s  b e in g  o f  a v e r a g e  

h e ig h t ,  t h e  c i t y  a p p e a r s  

d i f f e r e n t  a n d  u n i q u e  f r o m  

o t h e r  c a p i t a l s  o f  t h e  

d e v e l o p e d  n a t io n s ,  w h o s e  

a r c h i t e c t u r a l  p r o w e s s  is  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  w i th  d o z e n s  

o f  s k y s c r a p e r s  th a t  re f le c t  
m od e rn i ty .

B e l g i u m ,  w h i c h  

a s s u m e s  t h e  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  

E u r o p e  w i th  th e  lo ca t io n  o f  

t h e  h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  

E u r o p e a n  C o m m i s s i o n  

th e r e ,  c a m e  in t o  b e i n g  in  

1 8 3 0 ,  c o u r t e s y  o f  a  

r e v o l u t i o n  a g a i n s t  t h e  

a u t h o r i t a r i a n  r e g i m e  o f  

K i n g  W i l l i a m s  I o f  t h e  

N e t h e r l a n d s .  H i s t o r y  

r e c o u n t s  t h a t  o n  

S e p t e m b e r  9 ,  1 8 3 0 ,  a 

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  e n s u e d  

b e t w e e n  t h e  D u t c h  t r o o p s  

a n d  a  B e l g i a n  v o l u n t e e r  

a rm y ,  le a d in g  to  a  f ig h t  th a t  

t h e  p r o v i s i o n a l  B e l g i a n  

g o v e r n m e n t  w o n ,  a n d  

e v e n t u a l l y  i n  O c t o b e r ,  

p r o c l a i m e d  i n d e p e n d e n c e  
fo r  t h e  B e l g i u m  p r o v i n c e .

T h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  t h e n  

p r o v i s i o n a l  g o v e r n m e n t  

i m m e d i a t e l y  o r d e r e d  th e  

e l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

C o n g r e s s  o n  N o v e m b e r  3, 

a n d  t w o  w e e k s  la te r ,  th e  

c o n g r e s s  p r o c l a i m e d  th e  

i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t h e  

B e l g i a n  p e o p l e  a n d  

B e l g i u m  w a s  r e c o g n i s e d  

b y  t h e  L o n d o n  

C o n f e r e n c e  o f  D e c e m b e r  

2 6 ,  1 8 3 0 . ,  I t  d r e w  i t s  

cons t i tu t io n  in  1831, w h ic h  

p a v e d  w a y  fo r  a  m o n a r c h y  

a n d  i n t r o d u c e d  a  u n i t a r y  

p a r l i a m e n ta r y  s t a te  w i th  a  

d e c e n t r a l i s a t i o n  o f  p o w e r  

t o w a r d s  th e  p r o v i n c e s  a n d  

c o m m u n e s .  P a r l i a m e n t  

c o n s i s t e d  o f  t w o  

a s s e m b l i e s ;  b e i n g  t h e  

S e n a t e  a n d  th e  H o u s e  o f  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .

D u r i n g  t h i s  t r i p ,  

P re s id e n t  O b a s a n jo  s im p ly  

a d v e r t i s e d  N i g e r i a  to  th e  

o u ts id e  w o r ld .  In  fact ,  li tt le 

d i d  o n e  r e a l i s e  o u r  

c o u n t r y ’s i m p o r t a n c e  to  

th e  w o r ld  c o m m u n ity ,  unti l  

w e  a r r i v e d  B r u s s e l s  

w h e r e  th e  h o s p i t a l i t y  a n d  

r e s p e c t  a c c o r d e d

P r e s i d e n t  O b a s a n j o  w a s  

i m p r e s s i v e .  H e  w a s  s e e n  

n o t  o n l y  a s  a  N i g e r i a n  

l e a d e r ,  b u t  a l s o  a s  a n

t h e  p e r c e i v e d  c o n f l i c t  

b e t w e e n  t h e  K e n y a  

a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  r e l i g i o u s  

l e a d e r s  o v e r  t h e  u s e  o f  

c o n d o m  in  t h a t  c o u n t r y .  

S i m i l a r l y ,  a n o t h e r  

p a r l i a m e n t a r i a n  w h o  w a s  

s o  d i s t u r b e d  o v e r  t h e  

h a p p e n i n g s  in  Z i m b a b w e  

r e g a r d i n g  th e  l a n d  i s s u e ,  

s a i d  h e  w a s  d i s a p p o i n t e d  

t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  O b a s a n j o  

w a s  p a r t  o f  t h e  O A U  
S u m m i t  th a t  “ s u p p o r t e d ” 

P r e s i d e n t  R o b e r t  M u g a b e  

a g a i n s t  B r i t o n s  w h o s e  

l a n d s  w e r e  s e i z e d .  

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  

u s e d  h i s  w i s d o m  t o  c l e a r  

t h e  a i r  o n  a l l  i s s u e s ,  a n d  

e n d e d  u p  c o n v i n c i n g  th e  

B e l g i a n  l a w m a k e r s  a s  h e  

a d d r e s s e d  t h e m  o n  

s i t u a t i o n s  in  A f r i c a  a n d

th e  pa r t ic ip a t io n  o f  ti 

b u s i n e s s m e n  

d e v e l o p m e n t  ot 
r a i l w a y  s e c to r ,  t h .  

r e f o r m s  a n d  

c o n v e r s i o n  o f  th e  n a t  

$ 4 0 0  m i l l i o n  lo o t e c  

s t a s h e d  in  a  B e lg i a n  ' 

b y  a  f o r m e r  N i g e -  

l e a d e r  i n t o  

d e v e l o p m e n t  o t  

r a i lw a y  s y s t e m  in  N  _ 

T h e  P r e s i d e n t ’s v is  

t h e '  A n t w e r p  S e a  P 

c o n s i d e r e d  a s  t h e  s . 

l a r g e s t  in  E u r o p e ,  

e x p l o r e  t h e  p o s s ib i  

r e - s h a p i n g  N i g e  

d i l a p i d a t e d  S e a  P o r t > 

a  m o d e r n  s t a t u s .  

A n t w e r p  P o r t  a c c o r  

t o  t h e  c i t y  m a y o r ,  L 

D e t ic g e ,  h a s  a  t u m - o \  e 

1 3 0  m i l l i o n  t o n s  o f  cai

The Royal palace o f Laeken where the Belgian King, Albert II lives
A f r i c a n  P r e s i d e n t  w h o s e  
a c t i o n  a n d  i n a c t i o n  
p o r t r a y s  th e  th in k in g  o f  th e  
A f r i c a n  l e a d e r s h i p .  A  
c a s e  in  p o i n t  w a s  w h e n  a  
m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B e l g i a n  
p a r l ia m e n t  s o u g h t  to  k n o w  
th e  p r e s i d e n t ’s r e a c t i o n  to

Conrad International hotel, Brussels, 
leaders use it while in Belgium

where President Obasanjo lodged. Other world

N ig e r i a  in  p a r t ic u la r .

P r e s i d e n t  O b a s a n j o ’s 
t w o - d a y  o f f i c i a l  v i s i t  to  
B e l g i u m  w a s  i n d e e d  a  
l a n d m a r k  v i s i t .  H e  h a d  
a u d i e n c e  w i t h  th e  P r i m e  
M in is te r ,  G u y  V erho fs tad t ,  
th e  B e l g i u m  K in g ,  A l b e r t  
II ,  th e  A f r i c a n ,  C a r i b b e a n  
a n d  P a c i f i c  H e a d s  o f  

M i s s i o n  a n d  a  v i s i t  to  th e  
A n t w e r p  P o r t .  T h e  

p r e s i d e n t  a l s o  h a d  a  
b u s i n e s s  l u n c h e o n  h o s t e d  

b y  th e  B e l g i u m  F o r e i g n  

T r a d e  B o a r d  w h e r e  h e  

u s e d  th e  fo r u m ,  a lo n g  s id e  

t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  E c o n o m i c  

m a t t e r s ,  P r i n c e  V i n c e n t  

O g b u l a f o r  t o  s h o w c a s e  

N i g e r i a  a n d  w o o  f o r e ig n  

in v e s to r s  in to  th e  c o u n t ry .

T h e  h i g h e s t  p o i n t  o f  
t h e  v i s i t  w a s  t h e  
r a t i f i c a t i o n  o f  s e v e r a l  

a g r e e m e n t s  b e t w e e n  
N i g e r i a  a n d  th e  B e l g i a n  
a u th o r i t ie s .  T h e s e  in c lu d e ,

in  2 0 0 0 ,  a  r e c o r d  w h i c h  
m a d e  i t  t h e  4 th b i g g e s t  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P o r t  in  th e  
w o r ld . '

A n t w e r p ,  o n e  o f  th e  1 0 1 
p r o v i n c e s  o f  B e lg iu m ,  h a s  
a l s o  b e e n  r e c o g n i s e d  a s  I 
t h e  s e c o n d  l a r g e s t  c e n t r e  
o f  t h e  c h e m i c a l  a n d  I 
p e t r o l e u m  in d u s t r y  in  th e  | 
w o r l d ,  s e c o n d  o n l y  a f t e r  
H o u s t o n  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  
S ta t e s .  W i t h  a  p o p u l a t i o n  
o f  1 .6  m i l l i o n  ( th e  h ig h e s t  
o f  t h e  1 0  p r o v i n c e s ) .  
A n t w e r p  e n j o y s  a 
w o r l d w i d e  r e p u t a t i o n  a s  a 
t o u r i s t - f r i e n d l y  c i ty ,  w i th  
v a r i o u s  a t t r a c t i o n s  
c o m p r i s i n g  m u s e u m s ,  a  
th e a t r e ,  a  z o o ,  th e  h a r b o u r  
a n d  m u s i c a l  p r o g r a m m e s .  
T h e  c i t y  is  k n o w n  f o r  i ts  
f a m o u s  d i a m o n d  t r a d e  
t h e r e b y  c o n t r i b u t i n g  
e n o r m o u s ly  to  th e  r e v e n u e  
d r i v e  o f  B e l g i u m ,  w h i c h  

d e p e n d s  a l m o s t  8 0
Contd. on pg 14
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Igbo Community in Belgium welcoming President Obasanjo at Abelag Internaional Airport, Zaventem, Brussels
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N ig e r i a n  E m b a s s y  c a n n o t  c h a r g e d  b e t w e e n  $ 3 0 0  top e r c e n t  o n  ta x .

D e s p i t e  th e  c o n t r ib u t io n  
o f  A n tw e r p  to  th e  B e lg iu m  
e c o n o m y ,  t h e  o t h e r  
p r o v i n c e s  s u c h  a s  W a l lo n  
B ra b a n t ,  F le m is h  B ra b a n t ,  

W e s t  F l a n d e r s ^  E a s t  
F la n d e r s ,  H a in a u t ,  L ie g e ,  
L i m b o u r g ,  L u x e m b o u r g  
a n d  N a m u r  a l s o  p l a y  
s ig n if ic a n t  ro le s  in  th e  a re a  
o f  e c o n o m i c  d e v e l o p m e n t  
w i t h  th e  v a r i o u s  r e s o u r c e s  
a b o u n d in g  in  th e m .

B u t  f o r  th e  s h o r t  p e r io d  
o f  o u r  v is it ,  o n e  c o u ld  h a v e  
a t  le a s t  t a k e n  a  t r a m  ( t ra in )  
r id e  a c ro s s  B e lg iu m  a n d  its 
n e ig h b o u r in g  H o l la n d  a n d  
G e r m a n y  t o  e x p l o r e  

E u r o p e  a  li tt le .
Nigerians in Belgium  

L i k e  a n y  p a r t  o f  t h e  

w o r ld ,  B e lg iu m  h a s  a  g re a t  

c o n c e n t r a t io n  o f  N ig e r ia n s  
w h o  l iv e  t h e r e  a n d  e v e n  
a t t a in e d  c i t iz e n s h ip  s ta tus .  
A t  l e a s t ,  t h e r e  a r e  n o  
f e w e r  t h a n  4 , 0 0 0  
N ig e r ian s  liv ing  in  d if feren t 
c it ies  o f  B e lg iu m ,  m o s t ly  o f  

I g b o  a n d  Y o r u b a  
e x t r a c t i o n .  T h e y  e n g a g e d  
in  d i f f e r e n t  t r a d e s  a n d  

p ro f e s s io n s .
F o r  th e  Y o ru b a  “ B o y s ” 

in  th a t  c o u n t ry ,  t h e y  ta k e  
a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  
i n c r e a s i n g  d e m a n d  f o r  
s e c o n d - h a n d  v e h i c l e s  in  
N i g e r i a  a n d  i m m e r s e d  
th e m s e l v e s  in  th e  b u s in e s s  

o f  “ T o k u n b o ”  e x p o r t s  

f r o m  B e l g i u m  to  N ig e r i a  

a n d  o t h e r  p a r t s  o f  W e s t  

A f r i c a .  T h e  f e m a l e  o n e s  

a m o n g  t h e m  e n g a g e  in  

r e s t a u r a n t  b u s i n e s s  w i t h  

s p e c i a l i s a t i o n  in  N ig e r i a n  

d is h e s .  B u t  t h e s e  a r e  f e w  

a m o n g  t h e  t h o u s a n d s  

r o a m i n g  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  

( B e l g i u m .  In  f a c t ,  t h e

in  c a t e g o r i c a l  t e r m s  
p r o d u c e  th e  e x a c t  n u m b e r  
o f  N i g e r i a n s  l i v i n g  in  
B e lg i u m .  T h i s  is  b e c a u s e  
m a j o r i t y  c a m e  in th r o u g h  
u n o r t h o d o x  r o u t e s  a n d  
t h e y  f i n d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  
i n t r o d u c e  t h e m s e l v e s  to  
t h e  E m b a s s y  f o r  p r o p e r  
d o c u m e n ta t i o n .

P r io r  to  th e  p r e s i d e n t ’s 
a r r iv a l ,  w e  w e r e  i n f o r m e d  
th a t  m o s t  N ig e r i a n s  l iv in g  
i l le g a l ly  in  B e lg i u m  w e n t  
in to  h id in g ,  b a s e d  o n  th e i r  
p r e s u m p t io n  th a t  P re s id e n t  

O b a s a n j o  w a s  in  t h a t  
c o u n t r y  to  a p p r o v e  t h e i r  
d e p o r t a t i o n  b a c k  h o m e .  
M a j o r i t y  o f  t h o s e  in  th i s  

c a t e g o r y  w e r e  N i g e r i a n  
g i r l s  i n v o l v e d  in  
p r o s t i t u t i o n .  S o  fa r ,  it is 

a s s e r t e d  t h a t  a b o u t  6 0  
p e r c e n t  o f  N ig e r i a n  l a d ie s  

f o r m e d  t h e  b u l k  o f  
p ro s t i tu te s  tha t  th e  B e lg ia n  
a u t h o r i t i e s  a r e  d a i l y  
c o n f r o n t i n g  e v e n  t h o u g h  
g o v e r n m e n t  r e c e i v e s  t a x  
f r o m  p r o s t i t u t e s  in  t h a t  
c o u n try .

T h e  s t r e e t  o f  s h a m e  in 
B r u s s e l s  is  t h e  N o r d o n  
S t r e e t ,  w h e r e  p r o s t i t u t e s  
p a r a d e  t h e m s e l v e s  in  
a b s o l u t e  n a k e d n e s s .  A  
v is i t  to  th e  s t r e e t ,  r e m in d s  
o n e  o f  th e  d e c a y  in  m o d e m  
so c ie ty .

D e s p i t e  o u r  e x p r e s s e d  
d i s g u s t ,  a n  e m b a s s y  s t a f f  
t o l d  u s  t h a t  th e  w o r s t  o f  
N i g e r i a n  g i r l s  o p e r a t e  in  
H o l l a n d  a n d  Italy. T h e r e ,  
p r o s t i t u t e s  h a v e  fu n  fo r  

$ 1 0 0  to  $ 3 0 0 .  In  B ru s s e l s ,  

th e  p r i z e  ta g  r a n g e s  f r o m  

1 ,5 0 0  B e lg iu m  F ran c  (B F )  

a b o u t  $ 4 0  t o  3 , 0 0 0  B F  

( a b o u t  $  100) fo r  a  r o u n d  

o f  fun ,  w h i le  th o s e  a sp i r in g  

f o r  a n  a l l - n ig h t  a f f a i r  a re

$ 5 0 0 .  In  th e  p r o c e s s ,  w e  

w e r e  t o l d  t h a t  m a n y  
N ig e r i a n  g i r ls  in  B e lg i u m  

h a v e  s u c c e e d e d  in g e t t i n g  
m a r r i e d ,  th u s  p a v in g  w a y  
fo r  th e i r  c i t iz e n s h ip  s ta tus .  
H o w e v e r ,  t h e  u n l u c k y  
o n e s  e n d e d  u p  b e i n g  
d e c e i v e d  a n d  l a t e r  o n  
a b a n d o n e d  b y  th e i r  w o u ld -  
b e  h u s b a n d s .  T h e  s to r ie s  
a re  p a th e t ic  b u t  th e  v ic t im s  
a p p e a r  u n p e r t u r b e d  a s  
t h e y  v i g o r o u s l y  p u r s u e  
th e i r  t r a d e  w i t h  z e a l  a n d  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  T h e  
s i tu a t io n  m a d e  it  d i f f ic u l t  
f o r  t h o s e  i n n o c e n t  
N i g e r i a n s  a n d  o t h e r  

A f r i c a n  l a d i e s  t o  f r e e l y  

w a l k  o n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  

E u r o p e  w i t h o u t  b e i n g  

g i v e n  t h e  s t i g m a  o f  a 

p ro s t i tu te .

A  N i g e r i a n  f e m a l e  

jou rna lis t  b a s e d  in B russe ls  

to ld  m e  o f  h e r  e x p e r i e n c e  

w h i le  w a i t i n g  fo r  a  tax i o n

w h i t e  B e l g i a n  s t o p p e d  

o v e r  in  h i s  c a r  a n d  a s k e d  
h e r  f o r  f u n .  T o  h i m  s h e  

w a s  w a i t i n g  fo r  c u s to m e rs ,  

e v e n  in  t h e  d a y t i m e .  

T h a t ’s t h e  t r a g e d y  w i t h  

A f r i c a n  w o m e n  in  E u ro p e .  

A s  a  f r i e n d  r ig h t ly  p o in t e d  

o u t ,  M r s .  T i t i  A t i k u  

A b u b a k a r  h a s  a  l o n g  w a y  

to  g o  w i th  h e r  W O T C L E F  
p r o g r a m m e .  B u t  f o r  th i s  

p r o b l e m  a n d  t h a t  o f  th e .  
a d v a n c e d  fe e  f r a u d  (4 1 9 )  
w h i c h  s o m e  N i g e r i a n s  
e n g a g e  in, N ig e r i a ’s im a g e  
a b ro a d  h a s  b e g u n  to  r e g a in  
c o n f i d e n c e  a s  p o in t e d  o u t  
b y  M r .  B r u n o ,  t h e  
p ro p r ie to r  o f  H o te l  R ey e rs ,  
w h e r e  w e  lo d g e d .

O n  th e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  as 
s o m e  N ig e r i a n s  a r e  b u s y  
d e n t in g  th e  n a t io n ’s im ag e ,  

o t h e r s  a r e  d o g g e d l y  
p u r s u i n g  t h e i r  l e g a l  a n d  
l e g i t i m a t e  m e a n s  o f  

l i v e l i h o o d  in  B e l g i u m .  
T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  N ig e r i a n s  

a s  ta x i  d r i v e r s  a n d  h o te l

o p e r a t o r s  l ik e  M r s .  K ik e ,  
w h o  p r o u d l y  n a m e d  h e r  
r e s t a u r a n t  “ A s o  R o c k  
C a f e , ”  s i tu a t e d  a t  3 6 ,  R u e  
D e s f i e n n e s ,  1 0 7 0 -
A n d e r l e c t ,  a n d  M r s .  
N k e c h i  w h o  a l s o  r u n s  a  
r e s t a u r a n t  n a m e d ,
“ M e e t i n g  P o i n t ”  i n  t h e  
h e a r t  o f  B ru s s e ls .  T h e y  a re  

b o t h  m a r r i e d  to  N ig e r i a n s  
a n d  h a v e  b e e n  r e s id e n t  in  

B r u s s e l s  f o r  th e  l a s t  e ig h t  

y e a r s .
O n e  s t r ik in g  t h i n g  th a t  

m a k e s  N ig e r i a n s  r e s id e n t  
a b ro a d  to  d e c l in e  r e tu rn in g  

h o m e  is  th e  r e p o r te d  c r im e  
r a t e  in  L a g o s  a n d  o t h e r  
c i t i e s .  A c c o r d i n g  to  M r.  
S t e p h e n  w h o  l i v e s  i n  
H o l l a n d ,  o n e  a n d  a  h a l f  
h o u r ’s d r i v e  f r o m  

B r u s s e l s ,  a  f r i e n d  o f  h i s  

lo s t  a b o u t  $  1 0 ,0 0 0  c a s h  to  

a r m e d  r o b b e r s  in  L a g o s  

t w o  m o n t h s  a g o  w h e n  h e  

c a m e  to  N ig e r i a .  H e  m a d e  

th i s  d i s c lo s u r e  in  a  c h a t  at 

' t h e  N i g e r i a n  E m b a s s y  

w h e n  P r e s id e n t - O b a s a n jo  

a d d r e s s e d  t h e  N i g e r i a n  

c o m m u n i t y .  D e s p i t e  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t ’s r e p e a t e d  

a s s u r a n c e  a n d  d e s i r e  to  

t r a n s f o r m  th e  n a t i o n  in  a ll

i t s  r a m i f i c a t i o n s .  

N i g e r i a n s  a r e  n o t  . 

su r e  o f  c o m i n g  back  

in  th e  n e a r  fu tu re .

T h e i r  q u e s t ,  l ik e  

f o r e i g n  in v e s to r ,  c e :  

m a i n l y  o n  t h e  n e e c  

a d e q u a t e  s e c u r i t y ,  l 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  n e t  - 

p o w e r  s u p p l y  

p r o v i s i o n  o f  

a m e n i t i e s  to  th e  c i t i z .  

to  c u r t a i l  c r i m e .  B l 
t h e s e  p r o b l e m s ,  E u n  

A m e r i c a  c a n  n e \ e -  

b e t t e r  t h a n  N i g e r i a  

lo w  le v e l  o f  m a i n t e -  

c u l t u r e  c o u p l e d  

g r e e d ,  c o m p e t i t i o r  

s e l f - c e n t r e d  a t '  

f u r th e r  m a d e  nons^  

t h e  a b u n d a n t  re> 

N ig e r i a  p o s s e s s e s  

I n d e e d ,  t h e  

H e rc u le a n .  B u t r e r  

t o  l i v e  in  E u r o r  

B e lg i u m  in pa r t ic i  

m u s t  b e  a b l e  t o  

E ng lish ,  F ren ch ,  F k  

D u t c h ,  e l s e ,  f o r . ,  

d r e a m .  I n d e e d ,  h< 

a lw a y s  s w e e te r ,  w  . 

w e i g h  e v e ry th in g

“D uring this trip, President Obasi 
s im p ly  a d v e r tise d  N ig er ia  to  
outside world. In fact, little did  
realise our country’s importune 
th e  w o r ld  co m m u n ity , u n til  
a r r iv e d  B ru sse ls  w h ere  
h o sp ita lity  a n d  re sp ec t acco  
President Obasanjo was im pres • 

He was seen not only as a N ige 
lea d er , b u t a lso  as an A Ji 
President whose action and ina 
portrays the thinking o f  the A f  
leadership. ”

President Obasanjo and his host, the Belgian Prime Minister, Mr. Guy Verhofstadt at his office in Brussels
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Gov Makarfi indicts 
religious leaders

I n what looked like a po­
lite indictment o f  reli­
gious leaders over their 

roles during the recent reli­
gious killings in some parts 
o f  the country, G overnor 
Ahmed Makarfi o f Kaduna 
State has asserted that God 
would hold them account­
able for the killings more 
than he would hold the kill­
ers responsible. ^

The governor, who was 
speaking at a workshop or­
ganised by Inter-Faith Me­
diation Centre Kaduna, on 
intra-inter-reglious conflict 
transformation for senior re­
ligious leaders at Hamdala 
H otel, K aduna, M onday, 
noted that the acts o f the cul­
prits o f religious crisis were 
largely the function o f the 
kind o f teachings and inspi­
ration they got from their re­
spective religious leaders.

Said he, “Religion is no­
body’s property; it’s God’s 
own, so if  you say you are a 
man of God go to the people 
and preach to them peace. 
But if  you preach otherwise, 
they will not live in peace 
and God will not hold them 
responsible for not living in 
peace but you, the religious 
leaders.”

Governor Makarfi noted 
that religious leaders are sup­
posed to receive the greatest 
o f heavenly rewards but be­
cause o f the manner of their 
preaching, they have more to 
account before God than the 
fo llow ers and there fo re  
jailed for restraint on reli-

From  Ibrah im  Ka-Almasih.
Kaduna

gious utterancess so that the 
socie ty  could  m ove fo r­
w ard .” Religion is like a 
flame; i t ’s like an atomic 
bom b or neu tron  bom b 
which when exploded the is­
sue o f  reason or common 
sense would give way, it is 
the most deadly weapon that 
can be used to bring down 
any society in this world,” he 
stressed.

He, therefo re ,
commended those religious 
leaders who had been 
preaching peace particularly 
during the critical times and 
urged them to continue.

The g o verno r also 
commended the Inter-Faith 
Mediation Centre, Kaduna, 
for organising the workshop 
besides other peaceful role 
they played in the society 
and promised them a piece 
o f land and a bus as they had 
earlier requested.

Earlier in his welcome 
address, the Joint National

Coordinaot o f the organisa­
tion , Sheikh A. A shafa, 
commended the governor for 
e s tab lish in g  a sem inar 
agency called Bureau for 
Religious Affairs because, 
according to him Nigerians 
are passionate about their 
faith. “From the foregoing, it 
is imperative to have a func­
tional structure, trained per­
sonnel to man this Religious 
outfit; we are humbly offer­
ing ourselves consultants so 
as to nurse the agency to her 
full potentials based on our 
experience,” he assured.

Gov. Makarfi

T he Z am fara S tate 
Poverty Alleviation 
Program m e is 

grounding to a halt follow­
ing the refusal o f the benefi­
ciaries to pay back the loans 
they received from the state 
government.

The programme, which 
has gulped N950 million has 
only recovered N30 million, 
a situation which forced the 
state government to suspend 
the poverty alleviation ac­
tivities in the state until fur­
ther notice.

Governor Ahmed Sani, 
while expressing his annoy­
ance over the issue at the 
weekly special preaching at 
the Ali Akilu square, said his 
government will take neces­
sary measures toward ensur­
ing the recovery of the loans.

The recovery measures,

Loan defaulters groun. 
poverty alleviation in 

Zamfara
From  Salisu Z ak ari M aradun,

in Gusau

according to the governor, 
would include preaching, 
announcing the names of the 
beneficiaries in print and 
electronic media and even 
alerting security agents to 
arrest the debtors as the last 
resort.

Ahmed Sani maintained 
that the loans disbursed were 
aimed at alleviating poverty 
and hardship and wondered 
why the beneficiaries were 
not willing to pay back after 
such a long period of time.

He also explained that

Gov Akume calls on FG to reactivate

B enue State Governor, 
Mr. George Akume, 
has ca lled  on the 

Federal Government to reac­
tivate all livestock facilities 
in the state in order to ensure 
quick diagnosis and proper 
treatment o f animal diseases.

Governor Akume made 
the call recently at Annune, 
Tarka Local G overnm ent 
A rea, during the official 
opening o f this year’s Con­
tagious Bovine Pleuro-Pneu- 
monia (CBPP) vaccination 
campaign.

The governor, who de­
cried  the loss o f  about 
300 ,000  p igs to A frican

livestock facilities
a special and strategic posi-| From  Terna Doki, in Makurdi |

swine fever in the state from 
1988 to date, said this would 
have been averted if  the Na­
tional Anim al Production 
Research Institute (NAPRI) 
sw ine research  sta tion , 
Otukpo, was in a position to 
proffer solutions to the epi­
demic.

Mr. Akume said the set­
back suffered by over 3,500 
farmers who lost an esti­
mated N350m in this live­
stock disaster cannot be eas­
ily overcome, pointing out 
that as the-food basket o f the 
nation, Benue State occupies

tion in the success o f any ag­
ricultural development pro­
gramme in the country.

He pointed out further 
that the state is endowed with 
fertile land, adequate water 
and clement weather for crop 
production just as it has a 
fresh green pasture for large 
scale production o f livestock 
o f various species, saying the 
state also has a large scale 
population which offers a 
large market for meat prod­
ucts for investors in this prof- 
itable area o f agriculture.

some o f the buses gi\ en 
to people as loans w ea - 
chased by his govemn’. 
the cost o f N2.9m eae: 
issued at the cost o f NZ 
lion only to the benefic

Governor Sani, there 
called on all beneficiar 
hasten the payment of 
loans or face the wrat 
law.

He disclosed that - 
cause o f the procureme 
the buses given out on I 
to the people, about N7( 
lion was being dedu. 
monthly from the state 
location as part o f effon - 
settle the amount used it 
purchased o f such veh .

Gov. Ahmed Sani

Gov Lawal calls for re-channelling of River Niger
G ,o v e r n o r 

M u h a m m a d  
Law al o f  

Kwara State, has called for 
the re-channelling o f  the 
River Niger as a permanent

From  A bdul Laro, in Ilorin

Gov Audu frowns at 
permanent secretaries

G overnor Abubakar 
Audu of Kogi State 
has frowned at the 
action o f permanent secre- 

aries in the state civil serv­
ice, saying that “some of you 
nave engaged in acts o f  
blackmailing my adminis­
tration and have failed to live 
up to expectation.”

He stated this in Lokoja 
while holding a m eeting 
with the permanent secretar­
ies last weekend.

The Governor said that 
his adminstration has cre­
ated an enabling environ­
ment for the optimum opera­
tions of the civil service and 
urged them to show commit­
ment and support for his ad­
ministration.

Audu warned that if his 
administration continues-to 
be portrayed in bad light to 
the outside world, he would 
be forced to show some of 
them the way out.

The meeting, which was 
convened in order to brief 
the senior civil servants on 
some programmes and poli-

I From M amman Akpena. in Lofcyaj

cies o f the administration, 
dwelt on the need to reach 
the people through the sen­
ior officials.

Prince Audu used the op­
portunity to enumerate the 
facilities so far made avail­
able to the permanent secre­
taries, such as owner’s occu­
pier houses, the purchase of 
official vehicles for them and 
making them accounting of-

Gov. Aii\

ficers o f their ministries and 
parastatals.

He urged them to recip­
rocate government’s gestures 
by showing total commit- 
ment and loyalty to service.

solution to the incessant 
flood ravaging the states in 
the Hydro-Power Producing 
Area.

Speaking while respond­
ing to a remark by the chair­
man o f the joint committee 
of the House of Representa­
tives on power, steel, envi­
ronment, justice and legal 
m atters, led by B arrister 
Abdullahi Idris Umar, Gov­
ernor Lawal commended the 
committee for its efforts in 
ensuring the passage o f  the 
HYPPADEC bill.

A statement signed by the

Chief Press Secretary to the 
Governor, Mr. Deji Oni, said 
the governor had earlier in a 
recent event explained why 
himself and his Kebbi, Kogi 
and Niger States counter­
parts have been harnessing 
moves to ensure the passage 
o f the HYPPADEC bill now 
before the National Assem­
bly.

The governor told the 
committee that their efforts 
in going round the affected 
areas in the state would en­
able them to see the positive 
efforts pu t in place by his 
administrationto bring suc­

cour to the affectedarea^
In his remark, Barri' 

U m ar d isc lo sed  tha t ti . 
HYPPADEC bill was a 
ready receiving attention , 
the National Assembly ar 
going through its third re.. 
ing. He noted the remarkab 
improvement in the prov 
sion of social infrastructu;. 
in K w ara S tate an 
commended the governor c 
the various road projects a: 
the provision of other esse: 
tial amenities aimed at ma- 
ing life more meaningful : 
the people o f the state.

Rivers to tackle problem of illegal structures
The Rivers State Ex­

ecutive Council rose 
from its weekly meet­

ing with the resolve to tackle 
the problem o f illegal struc­
tu res w ith in  the Port 
Harcourt township.

Briefing newsmen at the 
G overnm ent H ouse, Port 
Harcourt after the meeting,

From  A isha M omoh, in Port 
Harcourt

Secretary to the State Gov­
ernment (SSG), Dr. Abiye 
Sekibo, stated that the deci­
sion was to restore the dig­
nity o f the garden city.” He 
added that the council has set 
up a task force to enforce the 
demolition o f illegal struc­

tures in the state.
Dr. Sekibo also stated 

that government has directed 
the Ministry o f  Water Re­
sources to w ork out the 
modalities for the provision 
o f  potable water to over 600 
rural com m unities in the 
state.

He said the “decision is

Gov Adesina makes case for Yoruba unit\
A    •  '

s a demonstration of 
his commitment to 
the un ity  o f  the 

Yoruba race, Governor Lam 
Adesina o f Oyo State has ex­
pressed his readiness to sac­
rifice his seat.

Governor Lam made the 
declaration recently while 
featuring  on Q gun State

| From ( Ihiiiiide Bajubiu inAheohiki | 

Television (OGTV). He em­
phasised the need for Yoruba 
unity, promising to put his 
job on the line to achieve that 
purpose.

He used the forum to 
urge President Obasanjo not 
to delay the convocation of

a sovereign National Confer­
ence, adding that “it is the 
platform through which the 
injustices in the land could 
be addressed.”

His words: “It is a must 
that we go to the Sovereign 
National Conference (SNC) 
w ithout which we cannot

to alleviate the difficult]e 
experienced by people at t 
grassroots” and called on th. 
communities to protest go\ 
ernm ent projects in the: 
area.”

Dr. Sekibo added th.: 
government also set up a ta^ 
force on traffic decongestii >• 
in the state capital.

have a free society whe:_ 
equity  w ould  re ign  su ­
preme.”

He pointed out that pa: 
of the injustices in the lane 
include the continued denia 
o f Western Nigeria o f  re­
quired states, as given to 
other two defunct region of 
Eastern and Northern.______
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NIGERIAN EXPORT PROMOTION COUNCIL

NEPC J

INVITATION FOR INTERVIEW
Following the recently conducted aptitude test to recruit senior staff into the Nigerian Export Promotion Council, the followir l

/No. NAME POST APPLIED FOR S/No. NAME POST APPLIED FOR

ADAMAWA STATE 16. MONE ABRAHAM
17. NKIRIKUA C. OBAI

TPO II 
TPO II

1. AHMED AHIJO TIJANI TPO II 18. AUSTINE C. MAUREEN TPO 11
2. GARBA SILTALI ADAMU TPO II 19. N. OSITA BENEDICT TPO II
3. MAHMUD MUHAMMAD DODO PTPO 20. DR. IGIE. I. PAUL TPO II
4. MUDA MUSTAPHA
5. SIRAJ USMAN

TPO 11 
TPO 11 BAUCHI STATE

6 . JONAH ANTHONY TPO I I. ABDULLAHI AUWALU AZARE TPO 11
7. TAFIDA A SAEED ACTPO 2. GLORIA F. STEPHEN USMAN TPO II
8 . TIKI JUSTINA AARON TPO I 3. BABA GARUBA AHMED TPO II
9. FATI LAWAL GABDO TPO 11 4. ABDUL-MAJID JAMAL A. TPO 11

10. ABUBAKAR MUSA TPO I 5. AHMED DADIQ ABUBAKAR TPO II
11. ABUBAKAR YAKUBU TPO II 6 . AHMED AHMED TPO II
12. ALIYU MOHAMMED CTPO 7. AHMED SALEH JARMAJO CTPO
13. BASHIR BELLO MORMONI TPO I 8 . ASABE INUWA ADAMU STPO
14. KWA.I KWADE N1WADE STPO 9. BALA ADAMU TPO 1
15. MOHAMMED BELLO USMAN STPO 10. HARUNA ABDULLAHI MOHAMMED TPO II
16. PAUL ISHAYA PTPO 11. HUDU JUBRIL YUSUF ACCT.II
17. STELLA ABALIS TPO II 12. IBRAHIM BALA TPO II
18. MAKEN PHILIP JANET TPO 11 13. JAM1LA MOHAMMED TPO 11
19. BENJAMIN MBEBO PTPO 14. MOHAMMED ISAH SHEHU TPO II
20. AMINA HASSAN TPO II 15. KABIR HASSAN MANSIR TPO II

ABIA STATE
16. HADIZA HAMZA
17. TAHIRU MOHAMMED

TPO 11 
TPO II

1. DIMBA CHIKA TPO II 18. SALISU AHMED TIJJANI TPO II
2. EKPO CHUKWUEMEKA TPO II 19. SULEIMAN AHMED ISYAKU TPO 11
3. HENRY M. AGBAEZE TPO 11 20. IBRAHIM 1. DAWANA TPO 11
4. PAULINE NDULAKA
5. NGOZI ONWUCHEKWA

PTPO 
TPO II

BENUE STATE
6 . IFEANYINWA HERBERT PTPO 1. JOSEPH M. TAN-AR TPO II
7. NWOKORO V. CHUKWU TPO II 2. SAMUEL ABOH OKIRIGWE TPO II
8 . EJ1KE ACHAGBU PTPO 3. JAMES UJAH ADAKOLE TPO 11
9. PATIENCE C. P. CHUKWU STPO 4. JOYCE NGUHEMEN ANGYO TPO II

10. REX UCHE NWANKWO STPO 5. MURPHY OGUNA TPO II
11. UGOCHUKWU I. MADUKARIO TPO 1 6 . FINNIAN ALLAH TPO II
12. BARR UDEAGHA NWIGWE S TPO 7. AINDIGH TERSEER ALBERTO ' TPO II
13. CHARITY NWOSU S TPO 8 . AGEMA SCHOLASTICA TPO II
14. CH1MA NKWOONTA CTPO 9. ALOGA ONYEBI TPO II
15. CHRISTIAN ELEKWA ACTPO 10. EDWARD ANE TPO II
16. UZOECHIMA DARLINGTON TPO II 11. AGBO ODIEKWU TPO II
17. IMOB. CHIKA TPO I 12. HUR ATSEN PAUL TPO II
18. JOHN OKOLIE TPO 11 13. ALEXANDER AMEH ACCT.II
19. NGOZI BETTY EKENYERE TPO II 14. JULIE 1GADO TPO II
20. AKPU JUDITH TPO II 15. PRICKSILLIA AMEH . TPO 11

AKW A-IBOM  STATE
16. REBECCA UTS A
17. TERFA GODWIN TALI

TPO II 
TPO II

1. UDEME EFFIONG INYANG TPO II 18. EIHODE IGBE QUEEN TPO II
2. ABRAHAM AKPA UMOH CTPO 19. GERMAN ANN NGOHIDE TPO II
3. AKPABIO OFION PTPO 20. JOSEPH IORZUA ' TPO II*
4. COMFORT ALBERT UDOM
5. COMFORT IMOWO

ACCT.II 
TPO II

BORNO STATE
6 . EFIONG ANIEFOK UWANTA TPO II 1. ATTAH FRIDAY TPO II
7. EMMANUEL SATURDAY AKPAN TPO II 2. BABAGANA WAZIRI CTPO
8 . HAPPY MONDAY AKPAN ACCT.II 3. BADANWS1 BASHIRU ACCT.II
9. ARNOLD JACKSON UDOH TPO II 4. DAVID M. DUKKWA PTPO

10. NDIFEKE ASIKPO STOP 5. DIBAI L. IBRAHIM C ACCT
11. TONY S. UDOM TPO I 6 . DIBAL U. BATA ACCT.II
12. SUNDAY EKANEM PTPO 7. GRACE SAMBO STPO
13. AKARAH A. DOMINIC TPO II 8 . MOHAMMED B. IBRAHIM SALEH TPO II
14. IME IMEH UDOBON TPO II 9. MOHAMMED BUKUR UMAR ACTPO
15. STELLA UDO TPO II 10. MSHELLA A. BATA CTPO
16. ETEFIA N. MERCY TPO II 11. FATIMA IDRIS BULTU TPO 11
17. VICTOR SUNDAY UKO TPO I 12. HAMIDU MOHAMMED TPO II
18. IME I. UKPANAH TPO II 13. MARY MOHAMMED GARBA TPO II
19. FABIAN L. EKPO ACTPO 14. BABA GONI ALI S TPO
20. GLORIA ETOKEBE TPO II 15. MOHAMMED IDRIS TPO II

ANAMBRA STATE
16. MOHAMMED BAI
17. RABIU ABUBAKAR

TPO II 
TPO II

1. IGWEBU1KE STEPHEN ANNUNOBI TPO II 18. ABDULKADIR BELLO TPO II
2. VIVIAN KNRIRU OKAFOR TPO II 19. RILWANU GARBA SALEH TPO II
3. EMEKA ONYTUBE TPO II 20. BASHIR Y. ABUBAKAR TPO II
4. CHIKA ILOGWU
5. ONYEBUCHI MBONU

TPO II
ACCT.II CROSS-RIVERS STATE

6 . ANYAEGBU NKEM ANTHONIA TPO II 1. AKAN VERONICA JABE TPO II
7. ARINZE OSUNOR ALEXANDER TPO II 2. ALFRED MBOTO ABENG C ACCT.
8 . VICTOR C. OKAFOR TPO II 3. EJA SAMUEL EFEM TPO II
9. CHINEZE C. NWABUELE TPO I 4. ELEMI SITV TPOl

10. ALEXANDER O. OBUKAR CTPO 5. FLORENCE BAIBARA DELE-OJE TPO II
11. AGATHA CHINASA EMEJUE TPO II 6 . IMOKE JOEL ILOKE ACTPO
12. ARINIE AMAKA IMELDA TPO II 7. OFFIION ONONO ESS1EN TPO II
13. ETHEL NWAFOR 'ACCT.II 8 . OGAR JOSEPH OKOH STPO
14. HOPE EKWUNIFE TPO II 9. OTICHE SUNDAY TPO II
15. IKE CHINWE TPO II 10. KOPAL IGWE ELEMI TPO II
16. UCHE CHUKWUMAH STPO 11. ANIEDI ASUQUO BASSEY TPO II
17. ONWUBUYAUCHE ACCT.II 12. FRANCIS IDIKWU ACCT.II
18. UCHENNA LOVETH TPO II 13. ANGELA ANUNWA TPO II
19. IFEANYI CHUKWU STPO 14. PAUL EKPENYONG TPO II
20. IDIKA CHINYERE ACCT.II 15. ELIZABETH ACHIBONG TPO II

BAYELSA STATE 16. NKO SAM NTA
17. JOHN OTU

TPO II
ACCTS.ll

1. FORTHETA EDITH TPO II 18. O. WILFRED TPO II
2. AGONODI ADU PTPO 19. CHRISTOPHER U. A. TPO 11
3. CHARLES AGOLOMAOWE ACCT.II 20. N. CELINE TPO II
4. EBIYERINE BRISIBE
5. YOUBAGHA VIVIAN

TPO I 
TPO II

DELTA STATE
6 . KASSO. ODJEMU TPO II 1. OBICHE GEORGINA TPO II
7. JOHNNY P. EBIKABONE1 TPO I 2. TEMITOPE E. IYAWILI TPO II
8 . DIFFA A. EBIOWEI ACCT.II 3. OSUME EJIOU AINAH TPO II
9. OGBUKU INEBHARAPU TPOl 4. PETER OKPONSOR TPO II

10. OGUNDELE-DIFFA IYABODE TPO II 5. AFAMUAFUNA I. ANTHONY TPO II
11. REX-OGBUKU INEBHRARAPU TPO II 6 . ITEGBE FRANCIS TPO 11
12. ODJEMU CHRIS TPO 11 7. JOHN EMEKE TPO II
13. RACHEL ELIJAH TPO II 8 . OKAFOR NGOZI S TPO
14. ZENENI ORUYE TPO II 9. OLISA OLISA TPO II
15. PHINA MEFOR TPO II 10. GABRIEL N. AMIRIHE TPOl

S/No. NAME POST APPLIED FOR S/No. NAME POST APPLIED Fns

11. ONOWISE VICTOR EROBO CTPO 6 . AKINTOKUN MOJISOLA TPO II
12.0SADEBE UCHE JOY CTPO 7.1BE AMARACHI TPO II
13. OKONJI NNAMDI CHRISTOPHER ACCT.II 8 . OLABISI JAYEOLA TPO 11
14. ACHIBONG ANTHONY TPO II 9. NKIRU NNABUIFE TPO 11
15.IJEH PETER CHUKWUDI STPO 10. NWAFOR KATE TPO II
16. BEZY ODE OKIE-MUTE TPO II 11. RAIMI A. ZAINAB ACCT
17. AUGUSTINA CHALOKWU TPO II 12. OLAGBEMIRO COMFORT OLAYEMI a c c t :
18.0GB0GB0 A. R. STPO 13. SALIU SULE DANLADI TPO I
19. ISITUA C. J. ACTPO 14. OBIWUNMA I. (MRS) TPO II
20. AZUBIKE G. O. TPO II 15. FAMODU O. IYABO TPO
EK ITI STATE 16. AJUNWA NGOZI

17. ZAINAB HARUNA PA1
TPO 1 
TP(

1. FOLORUNSHO AK1NTUNDE TPOl 18. SHERIFAT HASSAN TPO 1
2. OJO OLUWAFEMI BABATUNDE TPOl 19. OGUNT1MILEHIN T. OLADIRAN C/AC<
3. ROTIBA F. BABATUNDE PTPO 20. UJU OKOYE TPO I
4. THEOPHILUS FEMI OJUROUNGBE C/ACCT GOM BE STATE5. SAMUEL OLUWOLE OLAOYE TPO II
6 . KEH1NDE OWOLAB1 TPO I 1. ABDUL-AZIZ ABUBAKAR TPO II
7. ADEOLA OMONIJO TPO II 2. ADAMU BALA ALIYU TPO I
8 . AKINYA IFEDAYO ST PO 3. ADEGEBE ABU ALABI ACO
9. ONIPEDE MICHAEL ACCT.II 4. ASABE ALANAN D. THAANDA TPO !

10. TOYIBO ADEFUNKE JOSEPHINE TPO II 5. BALA DANBATA TPO II
11. AJEWOLE OLUBUKOLA M. TPO II 6 . BUKAR MOHAMMED S TP< 1

12. OGUNSOLA J. O. ACTPO 7. BOLUS JIMMY MAI tpo i:
13. LANRE KOLAWOLE TPO 11 8 . JERUSA CHRISTIANAH TPO II
14. BABAJIDE KAYODE TPO II 9. MONICA ADAMU TPO
15. AYOBAMI LAWAL TPO II 10. NUHU JOSEPH MAIGARI TPO
16. OLANREWAJU AWOGBEMI PETSON TPO I 11. PERI JOSEPH NGU ac r
17. OJO STEPHEN TPO II 12. RAMATU MUHAMMED ACi
18. GBENGA OLUFEM1 OJO TPO 11 13. ABUBAKAR MOHAMMED GWANI TPO
19. OJO AKINWUMI RICHARD TPO 11 1.4. IBRAHIM GARBA TPO
20. AJAYI SAMUEL OLUWASEUN TPO II 15. AHMED USMAN MATAWALLE CTPO
EBONYI STATE 16. SANUSI SANI

17. SANI B. HAMISU
TPO 
TPO I

l.CHIOMA IDENYI TPO II 18. MARYAM ABDULRAZAK TPO
2. BOSIL OTO CTPO 19. AHMED M. MUSTAPHA - TPO 1

3. EKE IWOGU PTPO 20. YUSUF I. AHMED TPO
4. EZEH ISAAC TPO II IM O STATE5.1GWE-EBI GABRIEL TPO II
6 . ORJI OKO EMEA TPO 11 1. UZOR ONYEKACHI PAUL KELVIN PTPi
7. OKAM AUGUSTA STOP 2. ENWERE JUDE EJIKE TPO
8 -OKOLO EJIOFOR TPO II 3. GABRIEL O. OKONKWO TPO
9. OKORIE O. OKORIE TPO II 4. OPRARA PANTALEON C. TPO

10. OKPARA IDAM TPO II 5. KE.KE STELLA TPO
ll.EJIKE AKPA TPO II '  6 . LUKENJOKU CT P'
12. PETER E. OMAGHA MARY TPO 11 7. NKWOCHA PETER TP'
I3.0K0R0 JOHN TPO II 8 . OPARAOCHA ELIGUIUS TPO
14. NNACHI AZU TPO 1 9. THEREZA ADUNAGUN TPO
15. PETER E. AZUBUIKE. TPO 1 „ 10. ECHENDU EMILE TPO
16. EDWIN NKEMJ1KA TPO 11 11. Nl.UMANZE SAMUEL TPO
I7SELEKWACHI LIVINUS ACCT.II 12. JOY C. ONYELEDO TPO
18.AGWU IBIAM TPO II 13. EDIT O. ANOR1BE TPO
19. ONYEMA OGO TPOl 14. AZOGU IFEOMA TPO
20. AJA BARTHOLOMEW TPO II 15. BONIFACE NWONU TPO
EDO STATE 16. DAMIAN C. NJOKU

17. OPARAJI NNENNA LEONA
TPO
TPO

1. ANTHONIA ODAFEN CTPO 18. EMMANUEL UKAEGBU TPO
2.GOMINA VICTORIA OSUASHI TPO II 19. NOYEREM ONYENKWU TPO II
3. HABIBA KASIMU CTPO 20. OGECHI AKALAONU TPO II
4. LADI JOSEPH . TPO II JIG A W A  STATE5. MOMODU I. MOMODU CTPO
6.0B0H JOAN OTANOIGBE PTPO 1. AHMED DAUDA ABUBAKAR ACTPO
7. OMOTAYO ALIU TPO I 2. AMINA MUSA AMINU TPO
8 . OVBIAGELE OKUNSERI ROSEMARY TPO II - . 3. GINSAU MANSUR S TP1

9. SANDRA OKOGIE TPO II 4. HASSAN ISMAILA TPO
10. ANDREW OKHIULU TPO I 5. HADIZA MUSTAPHA- JUNA1DU tpo n
11. LAWANI JAMES VIVIAN TPOl 6 . IBRAHIM GARBA TPO
12. COKER OMUA EVELYN TPO II 7. IDRIS BASHIR UMAR PTP'
13.FOLAKE ABBE TPO II 8 . INUWA BASIRU TPO 11
14. EFEKODIA FAITH EMUBOSA TPO II 9. MUHAMMED GARBA DUTSE ACCT
15. LUCKY EDEKOR TPO 11 10. MUSTAPHA AHMED TPO 11
16. ALEX OJO MAIYAKI ACCT.II 11. RUFA1-KONI CTPo
17. EDOBOR AIBOR TUNDE TPO II 12. SANI ABDUL-RAFIU ACTPO
18. AIGBDION AGNES AYODELE TPO II -13. UMARU SHEHU TAL. TPO II
19. AKH1LELE NAPOLEON C/ACCT. 14. YUSUF BASHIR UMAR TPO 11
20. IZEVBOKUN R. O. TPO II 15. AUTA ALH. MUHAMMAD STP>
ENUGUSTATE 16. ZULYADAINI ISHAQ 

- 17. AISHA A. RAFINDADI
TPO II 
'CTPO

1. CHINBOLI P. IJEOMA TPO II 18. MAIGARI AUDU BAWA ST P"
2. EMEJA M. MADUKAIFE TPO II 19. BASHIR BASHIR BABA TPO II
3. EZE THEOPHILUS TPO II 20. SHUAIBU AHMED INDABAWA CTP>
4. EZENWABA AUGUSTA TPO 11 KADUNA STATE5. ODOH N. APPOLONIA TPO II
6 . RODAH N. NNENA TPO Ii 1. FATIMA A. BEN MUSA CTPO
7. EZE G. EKENE TPO II 2. HABIBA L. IBRAHIM TPO 11
8 . EVELYN NWANI TPO II 3. HADIZA D. SANI PTPO
9. EMEKA OGECHUKWU TPO II 4. LAWAL DALHATU PTP<

10. NWANDU GHINEZE MWABUEZE TPO II 5. KASIM BELLO ACCT!
ll.UGWU ANGELA NGOZI TPO II 6 . LABARAN TANIMU TPO II
12. MOSES AGALLAH ACCT.II 7. RABI ISMAIL TPO 1
13. ONYINTA ELIZABETH ACCT.II 8 . SAF1YA SHAIBU TPO II
14. CHARLES OYANTA TPO II 9. ISAH JALALUDEEN STPO
15. JOY EKEOMA TPO II 10. ABDUL-MAJEED AHMED PTPO
16. OMURA OKORIE TPO II 11. ALIYU ISIAKU YAHAYA TPO I
17. UZOAMAKA SYBIL OKEKE TPOl 12. SULEIMAN BINTA FATI PTPO
18. OLOGBON NGOZI TPO 11 13. ISHAKU JOGAI TPO 1
19. EZEBILE PATIENCE U. TPO 11 14. SUNDAY DALHATU TPO II
20. ONUIGBO STELLA TPO II 15. SANI DANJA TPO I
FCT 16. MICAH HOSEA TPO II

17. INNOCENT KAWAI TPO II
1. AGBONIKA OMOLE BELLO TPO I 18. HAUWA ISHYAKU TPO II
2. ODUSANYA T. K. TPO II 19. FATIMA BALAL TPO II
3. KENNETH OSAKWE TPO II 20. UMAR YAKUBU
4. NWANKWO CHRISTIANAH NKIM TPO II
5. BABATUNDE ENEYE EBODA TPO II Continued on
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N ME POST APPLIED FOR

AUDI 
ABDI 
Mi )H 
ABD 
V1US ■

K \  IS IN A STATE
. AM RANA ABDULLAHI

L FAQTAHU MUHAMMED 
oLAHI HASSAN 
MMED MOHAMED MAIADUA 
LLAHI TANIMUS 
RIMAYE 

AMINU LAWAL 
YAK.I BU SANI STORES 
Zl BA RU IBRAHIM MOHAMMED 
LAB.1 RAN BELLO 
MUBARAK KAITA 
MUH \MMED DAYABUS PAPA 
YAK BUGAMBO 
SAN! USMAN UMAR 
IBRAKIM SIRIKA

I ABDULLAHI IMAM 
1SU IBRAHIM 
BU SANI ZANGONDAURA 
LLAHI HASSAN RAFINDADI 

' ZA INGAWA
KANO STATE

T1JA- 
BILI 
> \K 
ABD 
H AD

ABB \ DAMARAYA 
BAB v NABEGU 
(, A '!B0 BALARABE

- I \\\ \N MOHAMMED
I \1 R ABDULLAHI 
SAH DU MUSTAPHA
! AT vlA YAKUBU USMAN 
: AV \L AHMED 
\B[ JLLAHI MAHMUD 
Ml. UAMAZU NA'ABBA 
MO! AMMED K. DAAKATA
II A. \ RAKIYA MUSA
iAf- 3A D. ABUBAKAR

- \BI ULWAHAB S. UMAR 
: HA! i TUAN USMAN
. FAT VIA YUSUF USMAN 

\ IIA' TSU B. SANI 
! M \RU ABDULLAHI 

-i. FAF )(JK BUBARI 
i RAH ISMAIL LAWAN
KEBBI STATE
. ABBA RABIU ABUBAKAR 

;. AB3UL-AZEEZ JEGA
3. AB BAKAR G. YUNUSA
4. AB BAKAR MOHAMMED
5. ADaMU MOHAMMED
6. AM NU ABUBAKAR 
\ FAF UK KOKO
8. M( JAMMED B. BASHIR
9. Mf HAMMED SIRAJ DANLADI 
0- Ml SA HUMAMMAD ISGOGO 
I. UMMU HALIRU GWANDU
2- USMAN ABUBAKAR GARBA 
3 SH -.HU DIKKOGORA 
4. FAROUK HALIRU ABUBAKAR 

15. NASIRU LADAN BASHIR 
1 6- AF MADU R. MOHAMMED 
7 M.-GAJIGAMBAGELE 

' 8  AE JBAKAR AMINU 
9 Ml STAPHA GHALI 

-0 UMARU MUSTAPHA U.
KOGI STATE
1 AF AGA ABDULLAHI A.
2 G RBA UMAHANI ENEHUWA
3 H MBOLU OLUFUNMILAYO
4 AFDULLAHI EJIBUNU HASHIYA
5 Rf KIYA ADAMU
6 A< NES L. ABRAHAM
'  O' IOLADUN ASABE FRANK 
F C ROLINE LEO T.
9 R KIYA 0. SANI 

!( S( LOMON AYOOLA ABIODUN 
II A.-tDULMUMUNl A. ISA 
; > HAYAA.YUSUF 
• A lELUGBA T.
- L DIAABALAKA 

I OKA JOHN
| ( ITOLOJU MICHAEL DAYO 

A xEKE KUNLE PIUS 
v 'i SUF AYO SALIHU 
, D \NJUMA TANKO 

N WHEW OLORODE

KWARA STATE
A 3IMBOLA EVELYN IFEDINEZ1 
A iOLAJI OLAJUMOKE 

)EGBOYE FOL.ASHADE FAS1LAT 
1 ODUN ADEYEMI 

YELESO KIKELOMO 
. IBOYE GBENGA AYODEJI

- I iBERONGBE OLATUNDE LUKMAN 
.! )A ABDULLAHI OLAYIWOLA

, F JBURAT OLAITAN OLATOKE
■ DUMADE SEGUN KAYODE 
! AMAT BOLANLE ADEYEMI

OERONKE SANI 
JNDE J. ADEOYE 

14 WOYALE FOLAKE G.
■ AMONI S. ADEWALE

,, BDULMUJEED ADENIYI
- i LASOJI OLUFUNMILAYO B. 
s ! IIZABETH BABALOLA

19 ' 10HAMMED SHARU KORO 
; 0. ALIMONU HASSAN ATANDA

La G O S s t a t e

1 KERELE SONJI 
i ELILI OLANIYI 
? XINLEYE ADEWALE AKEEM 
4 . BIMBOLA BALOGUN 
s ,LO OLABISI 
6 iOLAJI KUDIRAT
- iDUKOYA OLUFEMI F.
x \DESINA OLABISI CHRISTY 
a OOKMAN A OTEJU 
( )GUNGBILE SOLA 
, MUSTAPHA BILIKISU 
I )KUNOLA RAFIU 
-■ )LONADE OLATAYO 0.

!v )CUNT61tv\vLADtBQ\ n >

TPO II 
ACCT.II 
PTPO 
TPO II 
S TPO 
TPO II 
TPO II 
PTPO 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
ACTPO 
STPO 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO I 
TPO I

TPO II 
ACCT.II 
C/ACCT. 
CTPO 
TPO II 
TPO II 
PTPO 
ACCT.II 
TPO II 
CTPO 
STPO 
PTPO 
TPO I 
TPO I 
TPO I 
TPO I 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO 1 
TPO II

PTPO 
TPO II 
ACTPO 
TPO I 
TPO II 
TPO II 
ACC II 
TPO II 
TPO I 
ACTPO 
TPO II 
CTPO 
PTPO 
PTPO 
TPO II 
TPO II 
CTPO 
PTPO 
TPO II 
TPO I

TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
ACCT.II 
ACCT.II 
TPO I 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
PTPO 
ACCT.II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
PTPO 
S TPO 
TPO II

TPO I 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPOl 
TPO I 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
ACCT.II 
PTPO '  
ACCT.II 
TPO II 
ACCT.II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
CTPO 
C/ACCT.

TPO I 
TPO II 
TPO II 
ACTPO 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II 
CTPO 
TPO I 
TPO II 
TPO II 
TPO II
r i k r n

S/No. NAME POST APPLIED FOR S/No. NAME POST APPLIED FOR

16. FALODF. IDOWU TPO II 9. OYEWUMI NAJEEM ADISA TPO II
17. OLUWAGBENGA OWOLABI STOP 10. YUSUF T. TOYIN STPO
18. FATAI OLANIPEKUN ADISA TPO II 11. OLUBUSAYO ADERONKE ADESINA TPO II
19. AWOD.APO ANU-OLUWAPO TPO II 12. FOYEWA OYEBADE OLATUNDE TPO I
20. TAYO SANI TPO I 13. OTEJU JAMES OLUWATOYIN TPO 11
NASARAWA STATE 14. ADENLE S. 0.

15. KAYODE BABAJIDE AKINSANM1
ACCT.II 
TPO I

1. AKACHA GODWINS TPO II 16. OYEBIYI OLABISI OYEKANMI TPO 1
2. ALIYU ABDULKADIR PTPO 17. OWOLABI S. ADEDAYO TPO I
3. AMINA S, OTHMAN TPO II 18. AYO LAWAL TPO II
4. ANGBAZA R. ANDA TPO II 19. OLURODE ISHOLA M. TPO II
5. ASIKENI THOMAS PTPO 20. B. BABALOLA (MRS) TPO II
6 . AUDU SALAMATU TPO II PTPO
7. CHARLES OSHEKA ARUME PTPO PLATEAU STATE

S/No. NAME POST APPLIED FOR

S. RUTH ANGBAZO
9. KEANA H MAIMAKO

10. MOHAMMED ADA SULE
11. MOHAMMED O. EWAH
12. MOSES ORFEGA
13. MUSA ABDULLAHI ALI
14.TIKU GYOBE ALLU
15. YOHANNA VICTORIA BLESSING
16. BARNABAS EMBUGUS
17. ABDULLAHI MOHAMMED WADA
18. ABIMKU J. ANGBA
19. MOHAMMED Y. MUSA
20. ANDREW ADAGAZU

NIGER STATE
USMAN AHMED 
AKOYI UMARU BELLO 
AKILU MUSA 
ATIKU MARAFA 
ILIYASU YAKUBU 
IBRAHIM KUTA ABUBAKAR 
IBRAHIM LADAN DANLADI 
AMINA ABDULMALIK 
MOHAMMED NAZIHI BALA 
MUSA MOHAMMED MAKWANDO 
SHEHU SAIDU NAMASKA 
KABIRU S. YUSUF 
UMAR SALIHU DANLAMI 
MOHAMMED LAWAL IDRIS 
BELLO IBRAHIM NOMA 
ALIYU IBRAHIM DANTATA 
ABUBAKAR YUSUF 
SAIDU MUSTAPHA 
CHRISTIANA DANLADI 
HALIMA ASABE ISAH

OGUN STATE
1 AKODU JAMIU OLUWOLE
2  EJIWALE OLUGBENRO M.
3 EWULOMI GIDEON OLUWAROTIMI
4  FADIPE IBRAHIM YEMI
5  ODERINDE ABIODUN K1DIAT
6  ONASILE ADEBOLA NATHANIEL 
/OPALANAR. O.
g OYELOLA S. ADEKOLA 
9  T. S. A. ADENMOSU 

10 OGUNDIPE K. THEREZA 
ll'ADEGBITE BASHIR ADENIYI
12 . FRANCIS ADEBANJI OLUKANMI
13. AKINYA IFEDAYO
14. ADEGBEMI ADEBOYE IYIOLU
15. SODEINDE ADEJOKE MUINAT
16.NIYI KUNLE OWOLANA
17.FALUYI A. OLUFEMI
18. DORCAS A. ADEBANJO
19. OYEBANJO A. I.
20.0 OJERINDE

ONDO STATE
1.ALAO O. S.
2. MODUPE J. JOHNSON
3. MOSHOOD 0. SURAJU 
4-OLUMEKUN 0.

OYEPITAN A. 
AKINBOSUYI ERIC

7-ADEWUMI OLUYEMI 
8 0Y1NSAN FUNMI 
9-OSENI BENSON 

10. OLANIYAN A. S. ADEGBOYEGA 
11 ■ OLAOYE ADETOYESE
12. JALADE K.
13. OYEDELE CHRISTIANA A.
14. OLUWOLE S. MONEHIN
15. AKINSOLU OLATOUN
16.THOMPSON E. MOGBEYI
17. AKEEM A ADEKOLA
18. RAYMOND OLU IKULAJOLU 
19.0DER1NIU EZEKIEL OLUKOLA 
20. BALOGUN RASHEED OYEDIRAN

O S l N STATE
1. ADEDAYO OLALEKE
2. ADEMKE IDA YAT RAJI
3. ADEOYE TAIWOE DIMEJI
4. ADEWOLU A. A.
5. AJALA ADEWOLE OPOOLA
6 . OLATUNDE YETUNDE
7. AKIN OGUNGB1LE
8. ALAO ADEWALE ADESHINA
9.AY0FE KAYODE ADISA 

10. BAMIDURO OLUSOLA 
U.OYERINDE BOLAJI
12. ONI SUSANA OLUKEMI 
13.0KEYINKA SUNDAY
14. EBODA YOMI
15. FALAWA VICTOR OLUBUKOLA
16. LATONA BILIKIS OLUWABUMI
17. OBAYEMI ADEREMI OLUWADARE
18. ADEBAYO ADEDIRAN
19. OJETUNDE ABIMBOLA TAIWO
20. OJO SAMSON ADEWALE

OYO STATE
1. ADEDOKUN FOLORUNSHO
2. ADEKANBI ADESINA SAMUEL
3 ADEWUSI TAJUDEEN ADEWOLE
4  ADIJAT RAHIM
5 JOSEPH 0. OGUNBADE
6  KOLFDOYE OYEDELE
7 OGUNDIJI 0. SUNDAY
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. TPO.IL.-.

ABDULLAHI ZUNGUM 
AISHATU AKILU 
AKPA L. GILLIAN 
ANDI SAMUEL NGWE 
CHALYA GAZHI 
DANIEL D. JUKWU 
DATEK B. BALA 
FRANCIS SABO 
JULCTI DAUDU 
LUKA S. GOTWAN 
RELICX SHOLBAN 
YARNAP BANKO 
BRIDGET AKPAN 
ADAMU MICAH B. G. 
IDORENYIN ETIM BENEDICT 
EMMANUEL TONGMAN 
ANITA DADA BRA1MA 
ROSELYN KWALMI KANGRI 
U. I. FRANKLIN 
0. A. SAMUEL

RIVERS STATE
AJIERE CHUKWUDI 
EMMANUEL ENYIANWAH 
FINEFACE MPAKA 
HARRY HENRY N.
GWE A FRANK 
DOIGWOG ASUEIZA 
KOLI CHRISTIAN N.
LACHEAL 0. ELIJAH 
L UVERLINE ENYIANWAH 
SYLVIA NNOKEM 
MARY ONUA
DIMKPA VICTOR CH1KANELE 
WORENWU CHIMEZIE
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15. USMAN BELLO
16. IBRAHIM MUSA
17. BALA USMAN MOHAMMED
18. MOHAMMED AUDU SAMBO
19. A. S. JIYA
20. T. 0. HASSAN
t a r a b a  s t a t e

l.SAULA TANKO 
" DR. PAUL I. IGIE 

NUHU NASIRU MUSA 
BALAN M DANSADAU 
ASHMMFA U. RIMAYSIKWE 
ATIKU G. IBRAHIM 
AYUBA ANYA 
DOUGLAS KISABA 
MATIDI DANJUMA 
MOSES A. ADMU 
NYANGUA C. ASHASIM 
RIMMAMSONTE OBABIAH 
SARA S. ANDEYABE 
SARA PANTUVO 
THERESA A. MAINGUWA 
USMAN UMAR 
WILLIAMS FANTA 
YAKUBU AJAGAI 
MAIRO MOHAMMED 
PHILIMON AHMED

TPO 11

TPO II
TPO 11

TPO II
TPO II
TPO II

TPO 11

TPO 11

TPO 11
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TPO II
CTPO
STPO
TPO 11

ACCT.II
TPO II
TPO II
TPO II
TPO II
TPO II
TPO II
TPO II
TPO II
TPO II
TPO II

YOBE STATE
1. ABUBAKAR M. SADIQ TPO II
2. ABUBAKAR YIMATIN TPO II
3. AHMED A. MOHAMMED TPO II
4. ALI M. BUKAR TPO II
5. BABA Y. AISHA ACCT.II
6 . ABBA SIDI BARDE TPO II
7. HADIZA ABBO TPO II
8 . JONAH B.BAWA ACTPO
9. MOHAMMED Z. LARAI TPO II

10. SANUSI A. NAMAI TPO I
11. USMAN B. JAJERE PTPO
12. ZANAB BABA YUSUF TPO II
13. ADAMU ABUBAKAR PTPO
14. FINANGA P. AMTASSA TPO II
15 EZEKIEL DOGO ACA
16. ABUBAKAR MAAJI TPO II
17 MOHAMMED SANI TAHIR TPO II
18. FATIMA BENTA ABUBAKAR TPO II
19. SIRAJO RABIU TPO II
20 ABDULLAHI MOHAMMED TPO II

14. NSITEM CH1ZENUM DENIS
15. ELEM MADUAWUCHI

TPOl 
TPO II ZAMFARA STATE

16 DICK C. OFEM TPO II 1. DANDARE SHEHU G1THURI TPO II
17 FIDELIS 0. TPO II 2 GARBA ALHAJI BARA’U ACTPO
|g BENIBO MONIMA SIBO TPO I 3. IBRAHIM BALA GUSAU CTPO
19 IGANI ASELEMI DAVID TPO II 4. IBRAHIM BALA MUSA PTPO
20. ABI ASELEMI DAVID TPOl 5. IBRAHIM BELLO TPO 11

TPOl 6 . IBRAHIM HASSAN TPO II
SOKOTO STATE 7. LAWAL A. MARAFA

8. MAINASARA SHEHU
ACCT.II
PTPO

1. ISA U. MUSA 9. MALARI MOHAMMED STPO
2. ABDULLAHI JAGO TPO II 10 MOHAMMED ABUBAKAR TPO II
3. ABUBAKAR DOGONDAJI CTPO 1 1 MOHAMMED SAAD FARUK STPO
4. ABDULRAZAQ TANKO TPO II p  MOHAMMED ADAMU PTPO
5. ABUBAKAR OMAR TPO II 13 HASSAN IBRAHIM TPO II
6 . AHMED L. ALA ACTPO 14 ANSWALU IBRAHIM DANSADU TPO II
7. ALIYU ABUDLKADIR PTPO 15 SHEHU MARAFA TPO II
8. BELLO ASMAAU ABUBAKAR TPO II 16 IBRAHIM ISHAK GALADANCI TPO II
9. MAGA WATA TPO I 17 TUKUR ABDULLAHI TPO II

10. HAMZA SHEHU CTPO 18 UMORU RASAQ TPO II
11. MALAMI MOHAMMED TPO 11 19. Z. USMAN ACCT.II
12. MOHAMMED KABIR TPO I 20. TIJJANI AHMED TPO II
13. MUHAMMED ALIYU STPO
14. MUSTAFA AMINU TPO II

2. The interview is scheduled as follows:

S/No. DATE POST CAN DIDATE’S STATE OF ORIGIN

1. 30/7/2001 TPO II Kogi, Niger, FCT, Plateau, Benue, Nasarawa, 
Kwara, Bomo, Adamawa, Gombe and Taraba.

2. 31/7/2001 TPO II
Yobe, Bauchi, Kano, Katsina, Sokoto, 
Zamfara, Kaduna, Jigawa and Kebbi.

3. 01/8/2001 TPO II
Ogun, Ondo, Oyo, Osun, Lagos, Ekiti, Abia, 
Imo, Enugu and Anambra.

4. 02/8/2001 TPO II Ebonyi, Delta, Edo, Rivers, Bayelsa, Akwa- 
Ibom and Cross River.

5. 03/8/2001 T PO l All candidates from 36 states and FCT.

6. 04/8/2001 STPO/PTPO All candidates from 36 states and FCT.

7. 06/8/2001 C/ACCT., 
ACCT.I 
ACCT II

All candidates from 36 states and FCT.

8. 07/8/2001 ACTPO
CTPO

All candidates from 36 states and FCT.

3. Please note that NEPC has Zonal Offices in Lagos, Akure, Port-Harcourt, Benin, 
Enugu, Owerri, Jos, Minna, Kano, Gusau, Maiduguri and Yola. Successful candidates 
must therefore be ready to serve in any o f these Zonal offices.

Mr. B. N. Igegbe
Director
Administration and Personnel Management



Life Line

A  Japanese man kept his dead father refrigerated for 
13 years apparently in hopes he could be brought 
back to life, a news report said today.

The D aily Asahi Shimbun, quoting the police, said the 
son did not ft ant the body of his father, who had died of an 
illness, to be cremated as is the custom in Japan. Instead he 
tried to preserve it with dry ice before buying a large refrig­
erator to serve a a temporary burial vault.

Recently, However, a neighbour smelled a strange odour 
emanating from the son’s city apartment and alerted the po­
lice, the newspaper said.

The police discovered that the electricity in the dwelling 
had been turned off and that the son, who was described as 
unemployed and about 50 years old, had disappeared.

Later, the man telephoned the police, who were unable to 
persuade him to pick up the body of his father. Since that 
phone call, the police have had no contact with the son, the 
newspaper said.

ENGLAND

A  bride and groom in northern England spent their wed­
ding night in jail cells after a fight broke out at their 
reception, police said today.

Lee and Tracy Pearson were among five people arrested 
during the braw 1 involving 40 guests in Leeds. Police had to 
use CS spray to douse the fight.

At the reception, it was alleged that two uninvited guests 
had stolen some CDs and when Pearson. 31. confronted them 
a fight broke out.

Dozens of people joined in and Pearson said that he struck 
a man, unaware that he was a plain clothes officer who had 
been called to stem the fracas. Mrs. Pearson, 37, said that she 
was sprayed in the face with CS spray.

Pearson said: “ I ended up in cell Number 10 at the Leeds 
Bridewell police station and Tracy was in cell 41. It wasn’t 
how we planned to spend our wedding night, that’s for sure.”

G ermany’s constitutional court today rejected moves 
by two of the nation’s states to head off a new gov­
ernment law aimed at recognising gay and lesbian 

partnerships, clearing the way for homosexual couples to reg­
ister their relationships from August 1.

The two states, Sazony and Bavaria, which are ruled by 
conservative-led governments, had sought to overturn the law 
drawn up by Germany’s ruling Social Democrat-Green coa­
lition.

Lawyers for the two states argued that the legislation was 
a violation o f the protection of marriage and the family as set 
out in the nation’s constitution.

Berlin’s law is aimed at bringing homosexual couples into 
line with haterosexual relationships. This includes improv­
ing the rights o f those in gay partnerships in terms o f tax, 
inheritance and housing.

SW E D E N

A  Swedish bullterrier swallowed 1.000 crowns (S94) 
but returned the money, almost unspoiled, to its mis­
tress the natural way, the Swedish daily Dagens 

Nyheter reported on Tuesday. *
The six-year old bitch Tassilla gobbled up two 500-crown 

bills. The first biull emerged the next morning, smelly but 
undamaged, followed by the second during an evening walk.

“They (the bills) are slightly yellow and I think I’ll iron 
them,” mistress Gunilla Gonon-Sabelstrom was quoted as
saying.

1 3 3 3 3 1 3

T he Athens Acropolis, the Oracle of Delphi and hun­
dreds of other ancient sites and museums across Greece 
were closed on Tuesday as Culture Ministry employ­

ees went on strike demanding pay hikes and increase in staff.
“From today until July 29 we will be on strike...” culture 

ministry employees’ representative Giorgos Alvanos-told 
Reuters.

He said workers on Monday met Deputy Finance Minis­
ter, George Drys but the two sides failed : i each agreement.

ASP Zadok: MKO Abiola’s adopted son
;
ssistant Suprintendent 
o f Police (ASP) 
-Theodore Bethuel 

Zadok of the Nigeria Police 
Force, ‘B’ Department, force 
headquarters, Abuja, can be 
described as one of the sons of 
the late Chief Moshood Abiola 
who died in detention on June 

1999.
Zadok who was deployed 

to the police mobile force, 
Number 24 Squadron, Presi­
dential Escort, Doddan Bar­
racks, Ikoyi in November 1989 
as escort to the President and 
Commander-In-Chief, Federal 
Republic of Nigeria eventually 
transferred to Abuja in 1991 as 
the officer in charge of the 
squadron responsible for pro­
viding escort and guard to the 
presidency.

That was how the police 
officer eventually got posted to 
the detention base of the late 
political hero when he was 
taken into detention in 1994.

H owever, ASP Zadok, 
among other duties apart from 
heading the detention base also 
was in charge of overseeing ev­
erything concerning Abiola 
including food, toiletries and 
medicaments.

ASP Zadok had the oner­
ous duty of tasting Abiola’s 
food, water and beverages any­
time the chief wanted to eat or 
drink and in that duty there 
were many implications and 
grave risks but duty made de­
mands of him and he had to 
obey.

For over two years the

By Uwem Urao

policeman attended to Abiola, 
they became so close and 
friendly because Zadok was 
the only person who had access 
to the chief anytime of the day

or night even to the extent that 
they shared very personal close 
moments.

Such close moments were 
manifested in some personal 
letters the ch ie f wrote to 
Zadok, one of which was tcn-

Theodore Zadok

dered as exhibit 
Human Rights Vi> 
Investigation Co- 
(HRVIC) in Abuja

In the letter tends, 
the commission, Ab 
characteristic passi 
ner wrote very affect 
Zadok in apprecia 
services, called the 
His “son” and pr. 
show his "appreciat 
tical terms” if he e\ 
detention centre.

Unfortunately, t l . 
very serious ironic - 
the relationship be 
two men because A 
knew ASP Zadok 
identity because he 
duced to the chief a 
army lieutenant.

Thus, until his 
that fateful day, Ju! 
Abiola never knew 
as a policeman But 
and what has paint 
so much is that the . 
mysteriously after a i 
cup o f tea at a mi 
Aguda house attenc 
American officials 
boss, Kofi Annar 
Anyaoku, then He 
Commonwealth an 
Head of State, Abe 
Abubakar and his o f

W hen drama serves health
The Afrotainment Produc­

tion has begin a drama en­
lightenment campaign to 
put a stop to the rapidly spread­

ing HBuman immune virus en­
demic claiming millions of lives 
in our society.

The group which consist of

From  Bose M usari,
in Lagos

Sex-mad ‘ghost’ 
scares Zanzibaris
Fear has struck residents 

o f the Zanzibar Islands 
after rumours o f the re- 

emergence o f a sexually vo­
racious ghost that attacks 
people while they sleep in 
their beds at night.

Many Zanzibaris are now 
refusing to sleep in their 
houses as they believe it only 
preys on people in the com­
fort of their own beds.

The ghost or genie goes 
by the name o f Popo Bawa 
and people believe that it 
sodomises its victims, most 
o f whom are men.

In recent years the resi­
dents on the sem i-autono­
m ous T anzan ian  islands 
claimed that Popo Bawa only 
visited the islanders during 
voting, such as in the conten­
tious general elections in 
1995 and 2000.

But to the surprise o f  
many this current ghost has 
reappeared when there is no 
polling of any kind.

In the latest panic, he is 
said to be striking in the north 
o f Zanzibar island as well as 
in central Pemba.

Zanzibar has sem i-au­
tonomous status.

People claim his presence 
in a house is revealed by an 
acrid smell and a p u ff o f 
smoke.

Victims then speak o f be­
ing in a trance or dreamlike 
state as they are molested.

And, so the story goes, if 
they do not reveal what has 
happened then Popo Bawa 
will strike the next night.

A previous ghost, known 
for attacking children, was 
reported to have terrorised 
the islands for six months.

students from the University of 
I agos at the weekend in Lagos 
staged a play titled “Hell’s Invi­
tation” to educate the youth on 
the cause and consequences of 
contacting the disease.

Stressing condom’s incapa­
bility to prevent AIDS, the group 
unveiled the mystery surround­
ing HIV/AIDS, which has beaten 
the most ardent ot researchers.

The disease which could 
also be transmitted through 
blood covenant in the secret cult 
in our higher schools has become 
an endemic global phenomenon. 
Statists shows that 8,500 people 
contact HIV everyday.

Featuring 5 undergraduates 
who got initiated into a secret 
cult the same clay through blood 
covenants with 4 of them down 
with HIV transferred by one of 
them, the drama not only taught 
the spiritual implication of cult- 
ism but also the physical and 
health hazard Which could result 
from it.

Hell’s invitation also fea­
tured a young lady, Stella, who

was HIV victim’s c o l  

unfortunately tested p 
HIV through some igi< 
that could make the 
ful being a victim.

Stella couldn’t cc  
the nightmare of kn< 
would soon leave the s 
world for the great be 
so decided to comm 
Thank God for room 
walked in on time to 
tragic end of the elega 
beauty. She later beca 
campaigner.

‘Hell’s Invitation 
and directed b\ 
Ozoemene and Bunn 
respectively taught th 
scopic nature of the H 
ability to penetrate a rub 
such as the condom 
known ways of cont:i 
thereby rendering eoi 
productive in rtespect

Bunmi Davies, a 
and Finance student of 
who coupled as the d: 
the play described All 
most generous publi 
saying at least 2.6 mill 
rian adults live with HI 
ber which constitute 1 
of the African figures

Speaking to Daily 
the end of the show, Bo 
25 million of the 36 
AIDS victims are Afr 
21 million of this nur 
dead already; Africa at 
for more than 75 perc 
figure.

He also stated the 
rate of the HIV in the 
from 1.8 percent in 19 
percent in 1994, 4.5 pe 
1996 and 5.4 percent ir

Bunmi de
Afrotainment as a pro. 
outfit with a view to c 
society ills using dra 
medium. Shot into lime 
its first production “1> a 
Unilag theatre 15 pres> 
Afrotainment is a for 
future market leader •

NIL
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PEUGEOT AUTOMOBILE NIGERIA LIMITED, in line with its expansion programmes, will soon 
k commission a new generation engine workshop as well as manufacture new generation vehicles

for possible export to some countries in the ECOWAS sub-region.

Operating in a highly challenging and dynamic environment, PEUGEOT AUTOMOBILE NIGERIA  
LIMITED is therefore, seeking for employment, qualified Engineers with high potential for 
growth to join its team in Kaduna.

Ref 224: INDUSTRIAL ENGINEER
He carries out the following functions:
- Job improvement using methods study techniques
- Work measurement using MTM, PMTS standard techniques
- Facilities layout design / job design / improvement
- Cost reduction studies by the application of make or buy analysis, including the ability to 

conduct production studies
- Knowledge of activity sampling techniques and the application of value analysis (VA) in 

product design

He has a minimum of 2 (two) years working experience in a manufacturing company, with a 
knowledge of engineering design.

Before assuming full responsibility for a team of methods, (quality or maintenance engineers), 
a long period of training (Local and Overseas) will be provided.

A flair for French language would be an added advantage.

Ref:225: IT ENGINEER
To implement a new system (SAP), PEUGEOT AUTOMOBILE NIGERIA LIMITED has to reinforce 
its IT team with high potential Engineers.

Candidates must have technical knowledge in SAP or NT acquired in a computer service company.

Successful candidates would be trained (both Local and Overseas) to assume responsibility in the 
implementation team.

Candidates for the above positions should possess degrees in the relevant discipline from 
reputable university with leadership potentials, initiative and team-building skills.

If you are interested in an international career opportunity and you meet the above requirements, 
please send a comprehensive CV and a handwritten application, quoting the job reference 
number on the envelope to:

• v  r: \  :

CLEAS
International Human Resources Consultants 
P. M. B. 12034,
19 Agoro Odiyan 
Victoria Island, Lagos 
e.mail: peugeot07@infonie.fr

Only short-listed candidates will be contacted

Mediads

Page 19

\

mailto:peugeot07@infonie.fr


m
Page 20 Daily '^j^Trust Wednesday, July 25, 2<>1H

The Media Tour
Democracy dividends abound in Rivers
The team of journalists 

currently going around 
the country to assessthe 

achievements recorded by the 
three tiers of government within 
the first two years of democracy 
in Nigeria visited Rivers State 
between 8th to 12th of July 2001.

It is almost impossible not 
to admire Rivers State. Although 
it must be pointed out that 
discussing the achievements of a 
state like Rivers will arguably be 
less interesting than discussing 
why it has failed to succeed. The 
State is so naturally endowed 
that it has only itself to beat. It 
has oil, a seaport, and 
infrastructure dating back more 
than 30 years. Despite this 
preconceived notion on its 
national advantage, however. 
Rivers State still managed to 
mesmerise the visiting 
journalists.

First there was the governor 
himself; 53 years old medical 
Doctor, Peter Odili. When Dr. 
Odili received the group during a 
courtesy visit on the first day of 
the tour, he requested after the 
preliminary greetings, for “a few 
minutes” so that he could, in his 
own words, “acquaint” the 
journalist with what they will be 
doing during the visit.

Those few minutes stretched 
into more than one hour. Using a 
Giant Computer Monitor, the 
governor started by recalling and 
explaining the promises he made 
to the people of Rivers State two 
years ago. At this juncture one 
had the feeling that either some 
clever trick was being hatched or 
something quite noble was about 
to unfold. This was because 
traditionally, politicians would 
rather make new promises than 
revisit old ones. Having recounted 
his promises, the governor then 
went on to reel out his 
achievements and the two (the 
promises and the achievements) 
matched each other almost word 
for word. What was left was for 
the governor to show to his 
visitors concrete evidence of 
what he claimed he had achieved.

One of the most striking 
achievements of Rivers State is

Garba Deen Muhammad, in
Port Harcourt

in the Area of power generation. 
Like its Western neighbour, 
Bayelsa, Rivers State simply 
ignored NEPA and instead, 
decided to use what it has to get 
what it needs. Perhaps Rivers is 
the only state that has a Ministry 
for Power. In accordance with the 
1999 Constitution which placed 
power generation, transmission 
and distribution on the 
concurrent list (i.e. within the 
ambit o f the State) Rivers 
embarked on an Independent 
Power Project (IPP) with the 
construction of three gas turbine 
stations. When completed, the 
three turbines will cost the Rivers 
State government about N14bn 
and will generate a total of 
125MW; 55MW over and above 
the present energy requirement of 
the state. Indeed the troubled 
Ogoni are already benefiting from 
the Eleme Gas Turbine, which 
was inherited from the last 
military administration and 
refurbished at the cost of N944m. 
Thus according to Mr. Reginald 
Wilcox the Rivers State 
Commissioner for Power, by 
November 2002 Rivers State Will 
not only be self-reliant with 
respect to electricity but it will 
also be in a position to help its 
neighbours!

Another evidence of
developments in Rivers State is 
its housing project. Perhaps the 
impressive achievement recorded 
in this direction is the reason why 
the Obasanjo administration 
appointed Dr. P. Odili as the 
chairman. National Housing 
Policy Scheme.

The state government dhas so 
far completed 1000 housing units 
and another 4000 are in various 
stages of completion. Although 
the Provision of houses or 
accommodation appears to be a 
cardinal principle of all the 
political parties, the difference 
could be in the form of 
accessibility of these houses by 
the lower and middle income 
citizens of the states. In Rivers 
and Bayelsa there is a visible effort

towards ensuring equity in the 
eventual distribution of the 
houses.

While some states 
concentrate their efforts on the 
urban centres, the Rivers State 
government has spread the 5,000 
housing projects across the 23 
local governments in the state 
with population density as the 
major determinant of how many 
units are sited in each location.

verdict of the journalist who rode 
in one of those ferries to Bonny 
Island was that the boats are well 
worth the N2m paid for them. 
Although the governor had 
insisted, the visiting journalists 
could not take a train ride due to 
time constraints. But the 
continuous hooting of the big 
machines was enough evidence 
of their activity.

Coming from small,

visit.
The first was Abomena, the 

home of the former Election 
Commission boss, Chief Samna 
Dagogo-Jack. The Islanders here 
gave the visitors a rousing 
welcome, which was appropriate 
since they are by far among the 
greatest beneficiaries of 
democracy dividends which 
came in the form of a N6bn. F.G. 
bridge and a road that now links

RIVLINE Buses in Port Harcourt

|>Rural etectrijiccavm at L'niyanakh, ofthSmanysucu t u ejects in Riv&sStau
—  * — i « .  -

Equally commendable is the 
price and the mode of payment. 
The houses in Rivers which 
range from 2-3 bedroom flats, 
detached or Semi-detached are 
to be sold for a maximum price 
of N 1.2m per house. Only 10% 
down payment is required, the 
rest is to be paid in 10 years!

In Transport, Education 
and Health, there are visible 
signs of serious and well focused 
efforts aimed at making life 
easier for the people.

For instance in the area of 
transport, Governor Odili had 
boasted that the visiting 
journalists will ride on land, rail 
and water in order to experience 
first hand how far the state 
government had gone in that 
direction. Again, Rivers is the 
only state where all three forms 
of transportation still function 
together. Sure enough, the entire 
sojourn through the nooks and 
crannies of the state was done 
via buses provided by Riv-line 
Transport. The state-owned 
transport Authority owns 57 of 
these 58-sealer buses; 
judiciously distributed to cover 
the state capital, Port Harcourt 
and the Local Councils and some 
were designated for the use of 
primary, secondary and tertiary 
institutions (University of Port 
Harcourt and Port Harcourt 
University o f Science & 
Technology). Interestingly, all 
categories of students enjoy free 
rides on those buses. Also 
children under six and adults 
over 60 years enjoy free medical 
care.

An equal amount of 
attention was also given to water 
transport. Eight 35 seater boats 
were allocated to cover travel 
by water in the local government 
areas. For longer sailing 
purposes, Rivers State ordered 
10, 74-seater state of the art 
fern' boats from Italy. Two of 
those arc already on ground and 
in full operation. Perhiyjs it is 
necessary here to sajSffhat the

suburban, water logged and 
cramped Yenagoa, Port Harcourt 
seemed like another world to the 
visiting journalists.

With its long snaky road 
network, its glittering skyline 
and lively population, Port 
Harcourt seemed to have 
captured the best o f Lagos 
without its accompanying 
horrors such as daylight robbery, 
drab appearance and dirt. It is 
also a very gentle city. Where 
Lagos and, to a lesser extent, 
Kano intimidate and throw rude 
challenges that makes the 
squeamish visitors want to flee, 
Port Harcourt smiles and 
beckons, promising every kind 
of pleasure.

But it is AIDS-infested. This 
revelation came from no other 
authority than the articulate 
state Governor Dr. Peter Odili 
who should know, being a 
medical doctor. So he warned his 
visitors to be careful. Little did 
the governor know that the 
warning was unnecessary since 
the tight schedule of the visitors 
precluded, in the main what he 
was alluding to.

To complement or perhaps 
compete with Port Harcourt in 
fun and beauty are a number of 
Islands two o f which the 
journalists were privileged to

them to the rest of humanity.
The other Island visited was 

Bonny, home of Nigeria’s future 
(or present) gold mine: the 
liquefied Natural Gas Project 
(LNG). The two hour boat ride 
from Port Harcourt to Bonny 
was in itself a noble experience 
for most o f the journalists 
because it involved travelling 
along the River Niger and 
crossing the point where the river 
meets the Atlantic Ocean.

The Island of Bonny itself is 
something of a national 
antiquity. The millions of slaves 
that were shipped from Nigeria 
and other neighbouring countries 
actually departed their fatherland 
from Bonny. Although there are 
no monuments that may evoke 
those dark, sad memories, the 
island still spots tell-tale signs 
of a once strategic and proud 
city-state. Among other things, 
it has its own Police department, 
an Immigration post, a customs 
point, a library and a monarch. 
In spite of the multi-billion naira 
LNG project on its soil, the 
monarch, Amaneyebo Pepple 
William who is in his late thirties 
feels that Bonny suffers a lot of 
neglect despite its economic 
contributions to the nation’s 
economy. He told Professor 
Jerry Gana that he was no longer

excited about v 'i t-  ■ 
government offic

The complain 
the Federal go\ er 
monarch sounded r iher; 
because another m<
Oba of Ogba lar 
similar complaint 
is strange b ecau . :hi 
Governor, Dr. Odi 
be doing all the gru: 
fact full of praises 
Government. In 
document catal _ 
achievements 
administration th _ ■ 
listed a number 
government projec 
These included sh» 
erosion for Ndor 
Otamiri river wa 
(N1.2.b) extension 
lines to Ahoada 
Lufthansa Airline 
out of Port Harcou 
of Orashi and Op 
construction of a ne 
dualisation of Por 
Eleme road among o 

There is c 
interesting phenome 
Rivers. This reporter 
the presence of ar 
of men among the of* 
River State Gover 
moved in the con 
Minister and his en:i ■ 
were unusual bee ■■ 
dressed and looked 1 
from the North.

On enquiry, one 
Mallam Abubaka- 
explained that the 
Hausas from the v 
settled in Rivers. Ac. 
them, the state Go\ 
Odili had always invo . 
in all official ceremo- 
the Minister when he 
duo had asked the . 
lightly if he was “taki ng lio 
of my people.” To \» 
governor has replied.

Despite its size v 
sophistication Port Ha: 
enjoys a relatively min 
of crime rate. To keep 
state government co 
generously to the 
Command in the state 
providing them \ \ ; 
security vans, bullet pr 
and a handsome extra a

For this, the g 
declared that the sta:e 
certain amount of secur - 
in his own words “Ri\ t 
has never had and ne 
need, the services of 
army.

WT IPH

- v  rv*ja

The Rivets State Housing iich. nif; in I ruiy Island



Wednesday, July 25, 2001 P a g e  2 1

Crime & Punishment
B a n k  r o b b e r y :  1 5  h e ld
The Lagos State police 

c o m m a n d  w ill  
to m o r ro w  p a ra d e  

about 15 suspected robbers 
arrested in connection with 
the  ro b b e ry  at D iam o n d  
Bank, Marina, Lagos during 
w h ich  N 36 m il l io n  w as 
allegedly carted away.

The com m and’s Public 
R e la t io n s  O ff ic e r  ( PRO)  
V ictor Chilaka an (ASP), 
to ld  Daily Trust in an 
interview that the robbers 
have made useful statements 
to the police.

The robbers were said to 
have stormed the bank on 
July 11, at about 8:45 a.m. 
and ransacked the bank, 
carting away the money.

About one million naira 
cash was said to have been 
recovered in the premises of 
the bank immediately after 
the robbery incident.

M eanw hile, . in its 
con tinued  onslaugh t on 
armed robbers in Lagos, the 
state police command has 
again shot dead five 
m em bers o f  a 10-man 
robbery gang as they were 
sharing their loot in a Banana 
plantation at Ago road area 
of Ikorodu.

According to Daily Trust 
source, the robbers were

From Adelanwa Bamgbove, in Lagos

sharing  th e ir loot w hen 
in fo rm ation  reached  the 
police that they were with 
sophisticated weapons.

A joint team of detectives 
led by Inspector Sam uel 
Owolabi moved to the area

but on sighting them the 
hoodlum s opened  fired  
forcing the police to take 
cover.

But the po lice  team  
speedily re-organised and 
fired back, gunning down 
five o f the robbers while the 
rest fled through a canal.

D esp ite  the lo n g ­
standing request by 
natives o f

Ekwulobia, Anambara State 
residen t in Lagos for the 
release of the corpses of their 
four kinsmen allegedly killed 
in error by the police, the 
Lagos State police command 
has indicated its intention to 
retain the bodies until it has

Police retain corpses 
of four suspects

Bisket’s trial con ti n u es

F urther hearing in the 
child  stea ling  case 
preferred  against a 

Lagos business woman Mrs. 
A debisi Dan M usa a.k .a 
BISKET and two others will 
continue today at the Ebute 
M etta  C h ie f m ag istra te  
court

At the  last hearing , 
prosecuting police officer, 
A ssis tan t  Superin tendent 
Gabriel Nnaji had prayed the 
cour t  to  revoke the bail 
granted to Bisket.

C on tra ry  to M rs. Dan 
Musa's claim that Ademola 
(one o f  the children allegedly 
stolen) had been sent to the 
United States, the police 
prosecutor told the senior 
magistrate, Ms. Sybil Nwaka 
that the 16th child did not 
travel overseas but had died.

ASP Nnaji told the court

CAVEAT E M P T O R
LOSS OF CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY NO. FCT/ABU/MISC.8211.
The original certificate o f  occupancy in the nam e M A N Z EE B R O T H ER S 
LTD. O ver Plot No. 276 covering  9890.97 w as stolen by unknow n 
person(s) at M inna C en tra l M arket w hile in custody  o f  A lhaji A liyu
M aiyaki.
A ny m em ber o f  the public w ho transacts any business in respect o f  the 
said certificate  w ithout the au thority  o r concent o f  Alh. A liyu  M aiyaki
does so at his her ow n risk.
D ated this 20th day o f  July, 2001. *

Signed:
Alh. Aliyu M aiyaki
B arrister H. Shuaibu 

A m ana C ham bers

that Ademola’s death was 
d iscovered  from  the 
statements volunteered by 
the 15 children found in the 
accused person’s custody.

Said Nnaji “we learnt 
somebody was killed and 
we asked the accused who 
is now on bail to come and 
clear this. The children are 
actually 16 and not 15.

One o f them: Ademola, 
said to have travelled did 
not travel, he died. "We 
discovered this from the 
statements o f the kids.

M rs. Dan M usa had 
during  in te rroga tion  
informed police that one of 
the kids had travelled to 
USA for studies.

The prosecutor also told 
the court that police had not 
completed investigations. 
“ B ased on th is , an 
invitation letter was sent to 
Bisket and her husband to 
com e to sta te  C rim inal 
Investigation Department 
(C1D), Panti, Yaba to make 
further statements to enable

CHANGE OF NAM E
I, formerly known as Miss. 
Celestina Uche Nwachukwu
now wish to be called Mrs. 
Celestina Ja ja . All former 
documents remain valid. General 
pubic to note._________

police get more information 
on the alleged stolen children.

B ut c h ie f  B abaso la  
R hodes SAN counsel to 
Bisket told the court that he 
acknowledged the invitation 
letter from the police.

M eanwhile Rhodes has 
asked the court to release the 
15 children to the accused 
persons for custody.________

concluded investigations 
into the case.

The four victims were; 
Aloysiius Osigwe, Anthony 
Ezenwafor, Chukwuebuka 
E zeofor and Izuchukw u 
Exama all living together in 
a flat, at No. 22, Olaitan 
street in Surulere area o f 
Lagos State.

They were reported to 
have on July 1,2001 escaped 
from  an arm ed robbery  
invasion  but w ere shot 
moments later in a nearby 
compound where they had 
sought safety.

C h ie f  C huks O lisa , 
law yer to the Ekw ulobia 
Assembly, Lagos branch, an 
umbrella organisation o f all 
natives o f  Ekw ulobia in

Robbers kill
bizman, four others
H ell was let loose in On Sunday, July 22, atell was let loose in 

Lagos at the 
w eekend as

no to rio u s arm ed robbers 
unleashed terror on Lagosians 
killing no fewer than five 
peop le  in the p rocess, 
in c lud ing  a L agos based 
businessm an nam ed C hief 
Samuel Bola Taiwo.

According to a police 
situation report (SITREP), 
about four armed robbers on 
F riday  Ju ly  20, invaded  
N ational f illin g  sta tion  
Onipanu.

Bola Taiwo, the owner of 
the filling station was shot 
dead. Also killed was the 
security guard whose name 
and address are yet to be 
ascetained.

The late businessman was 
said to be on his way to attend 
the graduation ceremony of 
his child when the incident 
happened.

about 8:40 p .m ., one 
Christopher Kinjobi o f 10 
Salami Lawal Street, Olodi, 
Apapa also reported at the 
Trinity police station that 
armed men numbering about 
five invaded their house.

A ccording to him, the 
armed men got hold of one 
Mrs. Georgiana Ugoh of the 
same address, forced her into 
the room and shot her dead. 
But the arm ed men went 
aw ay w ithou t tak ing  
anything from her room.

W hile confirm ing the 
report, Victor Chilaka, Lagos 
State Police Public Relations 
Officer (PRO), said that the 
corpses have been moved to 
General Hospital Mortuary 
for autopsy.

On the same day, a 50 
year old security guard, Ali 
Garuba was shot dead by 
four armed men at Festac 
Town.

Lagos, had Jul> 
o f his clients f ; 
ap p lica tion  
commissioner of 
Lagos State, reo 
to immediately • 
corpses for a be f

E arlier, in 
dated July 2, (a c 
killing), the law 
o f  the 
Community ha^ 
the commission, 
insisting that thu 
killed by the poi 
arm ed robb<
dom inated for 
release o f their b

The c o r
S ecretary  - Ge 
Ifeanyi Ogwat_ 
subsequent pre- 
Lagos said; “P 
murdered four 
who w ere run 
from robbers. V 
got to Area C i * 
Police Comma 
police) realised 
sons) were no: 
the corpses h,: 
released to us.

In the late- 
for the release 
bodies, Chie: 
stated that it h 
necessary since 
the Ekwolubi i 
been invited  
corpses to knov. 
not to testif} 
panel or invest ­
as requested in t 
of July 2.

He said tha 
had been placed 
since they fo rv  
petition to the 
police commis' 
S tate comm, 
appealed  to 
com m issioner. 
Okiro to releas. 
to the ir re la ; t 
interest o f Just
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Do you have a retail outlet/shop?

Is your outlet/shop located within a high human traffic area? 

^  Do you have a minimum working capital of N10,000.00 Only?
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German firm bids for 
scoreboard contract

The bid for the installa­
tion  o f  e lec tron ic  
scoreboard at the new 

National Stadium, Abuja has 
begun in earnest.

Leading the bidding exer­
cise was a G erm any firm , 
which pleaded with the sports 
ministry to give it consider­
ation when the contract for the 
project will be made.

The firm argued on Tues­
day that it would need expert 
handling to install the elec­
tronic scoreboard because of 
the technicalities involved in 
the project.

The firm, W1GE ASIA, a 
management information con­
sultant told Sports Minister, 
Ishaya Mark Aku that an ex- 
ellent electronic scoreboard 

'was inevitable in view o f the 
^All Africa Games and the 
ommonwealth Games.

Ms. Schneider who repre- 
'ited the chairman o f the 

an said the edifice in Abuja

By P atrick  Andrew

Abuja Stadium
requires the most techni­
cally sound scoreboard ca­
pable o f performing func­
tions expected o f modern 
scoreboards.

Mr. Scheindor observed

that the firm was capable of 
handling all technical instal­
lation o f the scoreboard not­
ing that it would give Nigeria 
guarantee on its installation.

Sports Minister, Ishaya 
Mark Aku lauded the firm for 
expressing interest in the in­
stallation o f the scoreboard

noting that Nigeria will not 
sacrifice competence for me­
diocrity.

The minister said Nigeria 
will therefore, not tolerate 
technical lapses in the instal­
la tion  o f  the e lec tron ic  
scoreboard, in view o f the 
huge amount expended in the 
construction of the stadium.

Nigeria/Ghana cracker 
It’s a brotherly affair

he R ivers S tate 
deputy  governor, 
Sir Gabriel Toby, 

has assured that the Sunday 
July 29"1 World Cup quali­
fier between the Black Stars 
o f Ghana and Nigeria’s Su­
per Eagles in Port Harcourt 
is going to be between two 
brotherly teams.

Sir Toby said this at the 
weekend while receiving 
Ghana’s Acting High Com­
missioner in Nigeria at the 
G overnm ent House, Port

F rom  Aisha M om oh,
in Port Harcourt

Harcourt.
“ I recalled the common 

experiences o f  both countries 
and their long fraternal rela­
tionship even in sport and 
would like it maintained,” he 
stressed.

Sir Toby said Nigerians 
are friendly people, particu­
larly, the people o f  Rivers 
State, have shared a relation­
ship with Ghanaians and be-

Rivers Dep. Gov
will achieve a lot for both 
countries.

He assured the visitors o f 
adequate security and added 
that as part o f his efforts to 
this direction, tickets for the 
match would be sold between 
Thursday and Saturday to 
ensure effective crowd con­
trol.

G h an a ’s High
C om m issioner to N igeria, 
Mrs Nana Bema Kumi, who
is in Port HareourtTyit

agge wins Kano sports fiesta
State Sports Council, Alhaji

lieved that working logethei— message from President John
Kuoffor said he prayed that

TTie K.ano State Mini 
Sports Festival ended 
at the weekend with 

ge Local G overnm ent 
:hing the first position and 
ning the Governor Rabiu 
a Kwankwaso trophy. 

Municipal Local Govem- 
cam e second and 

’ni Local Government 
hile Kibiya Local Gov- 
t won first positions in 

cling competition and 
'atch past.

Local Government, 
h exhibited excellent per- 
ance, won medals in vol- 

basketball and hand- 
^am es.

j | i e  trad itio n a l gam es 
co m p ^1*1' 011 saw T arauni, 
Garut1 Mallam and Dawakin 

r_ Local Governments win- 
ning m edals for D am be, 
Kokuwa and Langa respec­
tively.

Kano Municipal Council 
won the football gold beating 
Kumbotso Local Government 
in a penalty shoot-out after a 

draw.
Declaring the sporting fes-

From  Jam ilah  N uhu M usa,
in Kano

Kvhl
fo
le y b v
ii 11 f?aball

tiva l c losed , G overnor 
Rabiu M usa Kwankwaso 
said government is highly 
impressed with the level of 
discipline and sportsman­
ship shown during the com­
petition.

He expressed hope that 
the athletes would now be 
better equipped to face fu­
ture encounters.

The governor, who was 
represented by the C hief 
Justice o f the state Alhaji 
Sanusi C hirom a Y usu f 
promised to continue to give 
necessary support by reno­
vating all existing facilities 
in the state.

He expressed apprecia­
tion to some individuals and 
o rgan isa tions w ho gave 
moral and material assis­
tance as part o f their social 
responsibility towards en­
hancing the success o f the 
festival.

In his own closing re­
marks the chairman o f Kano

Wada Waziri Ibrahim, said 
that mini sporting activities 
had been a motivating factor 
as demonstrated in the inter­
est shown by local govern­
ments in the state towards the 
development o f sports.

He congratulated the win­
ning teams and the officials 
for their fair, judgment and 
also the media for excellent 
coverage.

the match will be a milestone 
the relationship between both 
countries.

Saul Martinez, left, o f  Honduras fights fo r  the hall against Juan o f / 
during a quarterfinal game o f  the Copa America at the Palo Gran . 
Manizales, Colombia on Monday. Martinez scored the two goa 
gave the victor}' to Honduras.

A -
second-half blitz pro­
pelled Colombia into 

j.he semi-finals o f the 
Copa America.

The hosts steamrollered 
Peru with a double from Vic­
tor Hugo Aristazabal and one 
from Giovanni Hernandez.

The Colombians contin­

ued where they left off, hav­
ing strolled through the group 
phase with maximum points 
and without conceding a goal.

They now face either Bra­
zil or minnows Honduras for 
a place in the final.

Colombia took a while to 
get into their stride as Peru

Honduras stun Brazil in Copa America
H

'onduras pulled off the 
biggest shock in Copa 

.America history by 
beating Brazil to reach the 
semi-finals.

The Central American un­
derdogs were only invited to 
take part in the competition 
as last-minute replacements 
for Argentina.

They will meet hosts Co­
lombia, who earlier beat Peru 
3-0 w ith tw o goals from  
s tr ik e r  V ic to r H ugo 
A ristizabal and one from  
Giovanni Hernandez, all in

v l G

David Duval, o f  the United States, plays a shot to the 18th green during the fina l round o f  the British Open Golf 
Championship at Royal Lyikam and S t  Annes go lf course in England on Sunday. Duval ivon the event with a 
4-round 10-under-par total o f  2~4 after compiling a fina l round o f  67.

the second half.
An ow n goal by 

midfielder Belletti and an in­
jury-tim e effort from Saul 
Martinez handed Brazil yet 
another shock defeat follow­
ing similar upsets against Ec­
uador and Australia earlier 
this year.

A lthough both team s 
were missing their best play­
ers, the result is still likely to 
go down as a high point in 
Honduran football history 
alongside their sole World 
Cup appearance in 1982.

It could also plunge Bra­
zil back into the crisis from 
which they appeared to have 
escaped w ith earlier w ins 
over Peru and Paraguay in the 
first round.

“We played well below 
our capabilities,” said Brazil­
ian striker Guilherme.

Coach Luiz Felipe Scolari 
said: “I will go down in his­
tory as the Brazil coach who 
lost to Honduras - it’s hor­
rible.

“But H onduras played 
better, they deserved their 
win.”

Brazil, who are also in 
danger o f missing out on the 
World Cup finals for the first 
time in their history, were left 
to co n cen tra te  on next 
month’s key qualifier at home 
to Paraguay.

H onduras opened  the 
scoring in Manizales just as

Brazil seemed to be finding 
their touch.

Julio Leon made a twist­
ing run down the right and 
c rossed  on the turn  for 
Martinez, whose header hit 
the post and then bounced into 
the net off the hapless Belletti.

H onduras could  have 
settled the game five minutes 
later but had a goal disallowed 
because the ball was ruled to 
have gone out o f play when 
TV replays suggested it had 
not.

The remainder o f the game 
was dramatic as Brazil pressed 
forward, forced a succession 
o f comers but could not find 
the equaliser.

Brazil captain Emerson 
Ferreira and Honduras de­
fender David Carcamo were 
sent off for fighting as the ten­
sion built.

The Hondurans, techni­
ca lly  g ifted  and w ell- 
organised but lightweight in 
defence, settled  the game 
when they caught Brazil on 
the break in the fourth minute 
o f injury time, with Martinez 
finishing off the move by add­
ing the second.

Honduras stood in for Ar­
gentina, who refused to take 
part after the South \m e t ' •’n 
Football Confederation (CSF) 
staged the competition at six 
days’ notice, having earlier 
postponed it until next yc„..

Colombia stroll into semis
stuck doggedly to the 
fensive task in a s :. 
opening period.

Gerardo Bedoya se 
free kick wide after 15 r  
u tes, and a Jer- 
Gonzalez strike, also 
a dead ball, was well 
by Perivian keeper ( K 
Ibanez on 36 minutes.

Ibanez was lucky to -t 
be on the field after har 
dling the ball just outside 
area on the half hour 
Mexican referee Gilb. 
Alcala let him o ff v. 
yellow card.

C olom bia final 
breached the Peruvian r 
guard five m inutes a -t. 
half-time.

A loose ball was har 
c leared  and A ristizab . 
blasted home with Ibark 
only able to get a coup 
fingers to his rasping o r

The keeper then die - 
perb ly  to b lock anotti. 
Aristizabal drive, but t- 
floodgates were abcn 
open as the hosts kepr 
relentless pressure.

The Peruvian deftn 
were now struggling to >.e . 
C o lum bia at bay. a~ 
Hernandez drilled in the 
second on 66 minutes

Within three minut, 
was 3-0, Aristizabal ncv: 
ding in unchallenged c 
lowing a Fready Urisa 
cross.

The s trik e r took h 
tournament total to fi\ - 
become join;. L sco-
with Paulo W anchope
 ^ r '.O jC "  ...«tied Su
day by Uruguay.

A™ off" * ’ose I 
jo ia r  effort was about 
the deflated Peruvians co 
m usie r th - ' he*, 
d ropped  i -  the  clo ;
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I p s w ic h  
c h a se  F in id i
By Ism a ila  U m a ru  L e re ,

with agehcy report

The manager o f  the 
English Premiership 
side, Ipsw ich , 

George Burley has con­
firmed his mystery interna­
tional midfield target is Ni­
gerian international, Finidi 
George.

The 30-year-old Super 
Eagles dynamo, currently 
with Mallorca, would cost 
the Suffolk club around 
£4m and Burley hopes to 
finalise personal terms in 
the next few days.

Finidi’s Spanish club 
have accepted the offer, but 
it is thought that Ipswich 
have another target in mind 
should the form er Ajax 
w inger h im se lf  decide 
against a m ove to the 
Premiership.

“ M anager G eorge 
Burley confirmed that the 
club are in discussions with 
Finidi George,” said a state­
ment on the Ipswich offi­
cial website.

Ipsw ich, who begin 
their UEFA Cup campaign 
in mid-September, have al­
ready signed Spanish un- 
der-21 international striker, 
Pablo Counago.

They have also brought 
in keeper, Andy Marshall 
from  N orw ich  and 
H artlepool m idfie lder, 
Tommy Miller as they pre­
pare for their first season in 
Europe for 18 years.

If Burley manages to 
lure G eorge to Portman 
Road, he would re-unite the 
Nigerian with his former 
Ajax team -m ate M artijn 
Reuser.

George won the 1995 
Champions League final 
and three Dutch League 
title s  w hile  w ith the 
Amsterdam club.

\£Utidl

---------- --------

Kanu, Finidi liven up Eagles camp
The cream of the Su­

per E ag les that 
would confront the 

Black Stars in the make a 
break 2002 W orld Cup 
qualifier have arrived even 
though the technical crew 
have set noon today as the 
deadline for closing the 
camp.

Led by Finidi George 
who was the team’s skip­
per in Omdurman when the 
Eagles crushed the Falcons 
o f Sudan, Nwankwo Kanu, 
Ifeanyi U deze, A ustin  
O kocha, G arba L aw al, 
Karibe Ojigwe ali arrived. 
While Taribo West, Joseph 
Yobo, Tijani Babangida and 
Pius Ikedia were expected 
last night.

I Bv P a tr ic k  A n d rew  I

These Eagles joined the 
nine home-based who re­
sumed camping on Sunday 
in a light walk out at the 
Shell field, Port Harcourt.

Already, ch ief coach 
Ahmodu Shuaibu has set 
noon today as the deadline 
for closing the camp. Coach 
Ahmodu vowed he would 
not tolerate laxity in camp 
stressing that late arrival 
would distract as well as ex­
ert undue pressure on the 
technical crew to realign 
strategies.

 A side  from  Isaac
O koronkw o whose club 
Spartack Donesk has in­
sisted on using him, their 
club engagement this week­

end, all invitees to the Eagles 
camp have informed the 
NFA and the technical crew 
about their arrival time.

However, the NFA has 
been in a running battle with 
Spartack  D onesk
m anagem ent over th is. 
Spokesm an A ustin
Mgbolu said Okoronkwo’s 
presence would make battle 
for the central defence role 
fiercer. Patrick Ovie, Sani 
A bacha and Em eka 
Ifejiagwa are contending for 
the position made vacant by 
Eric Ejiofor due to FIFA’s 
suspension  for card  
offenCc -

Meanwhile, 12 gover­
nors will cheer the Eagles 
on the victory in Sunday’s

match. Consequently, major 
hotels in the Garden City 
have been fully booked ac­
cording to the NFA spokes­
man Mgbolu who also re­
vealed that security in the 
venue would be adequate 
to forestall any ugly in inci­

dence.
Trustsports learnt th 

the Eagles opponent \r 
match, the Black jtars 
expected to arrive on Fr u 
while officials for the m :- 
will come in tomorrow tr 
Tunisia.

Gl
fW ‘'i

Fernando Platas, o f  Mexico, dives in the Men \  3M  Springboard Semi-final during the 9th F IN  A World 
Swimming Championships in Fukuoka,Japan. Platas took fourth  place, going into Tuesday’s final.

Brazil’s captain Emerson (C) is expelled by referee Ubaldu • 
as teammate Juninho Paulista tries to defend him, durm .  - 
Copa America quarterfinal match against Honduras in Manna  
Colombia on Monday.
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