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BRIEFLY

New federal attorney­
general, Olu Onagoruwa 
ha: hardly settled down, 
but already he is neck­
deep in controversy

TMfflll ®£

Anxieties build up ova: 
the proposed constitu­
tional conference that 
so far suffers from im­
proper definition and 
focus
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BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Minister of petroleum resources, Chief Don Etiebet, last week, 
ordered the release of 15 million litres of petroleum products for the 
northern states of the country in an apparent move to alleviate the 
acute shortage of fuel which had severely hit the areas for about a 
year now.

This arrangement, according to the minister would continue untill 
the situation normalises. He explained that haulage firms and market­
ers have refused to supply the products due to lack of profit. He, how­
ever, assured that the NNPC would get tankers and provide the 
necessary cost of transporting the products to the northern states.

He said the Kaduna Refinery which produces below capacity as 
a result of the damage caused to a part of it would be repaired within 
six months to reduce road haulage of products. He, however, said,4 
the only viable solution to the persistent problem of fuel scarcity in the 
^iorth for now would be road haulage.J
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II LETTERS

Re: Objectivity and 
the media

No to democratic 
terrorism

O. Nwadike 
FMT & A, Marina, Lagos 
---------------------------- ©

Aminu lyawa 
Government House, Yola 
---------------------------- ©

I
Lawai M. Yusuf

Bakin Kasuwa, Bauchi State 
-------------------------------------- ©
Re ^Governors* their joy«

and woes

AbubakarS. Suleiman 
Hausawa Quarters, Kano 

lceand 
tall letters.

Sir,
Babayola Mohammed Toungo 

said it all (Citizen Forum 22-28 No­
vember, 1993)about the activities of 
the South-west press and the so- 
called human (actually, Yoruba) 
rights organisations.

If any Yoruba man wants to be- 
come an i—‘—*■1---- •- '
newspaper or magazine wants to 
sell very quickly, the shortest way is

Re: “Attack”on IBB
Sir,

Until your write-up on the true 
version of the IBB attack episode, 
myself and a lot of Nigerians, I am 
sure had formed different opinions 
and ideas on the incident.

However, when you disclosed 
who the attacker was, I want to tell 
you that most of us know that he 
converted to Islam since 1992.

My guess is that he held 
Babangida's hand too long because 
he wanted to tell him that he con­
verted to Islam and that his family 
despised him becauseof that. That is 
the usual story he tellsany first timer 
he met. But thatis not tosuggest that.. 
he does so to get favours or collect 
money.

I have forgotten hismuslim name 
but he prays and attends Jama'at 
prayers always. The boy will not 
harm a fly.

ria on behalf of the federal govern­
ment. Citizen is also, not competent 
to dictate to government and this 
ministry which country becomes 
Nigeria's permanent friend or foe.

The ambassador only proposed 
technical assistance to the Nigeria 
Airways in the area of reactivation 
of navigational equipment at the na­
tion's airports, and, replacement of 
obsolete ones.

Sir,
It is disturbing to hear govern­

ments of the day advocating de­
mocracy with vigour. Democracy as 
defined by the West evokes memo­
ries of western imperialists nations 
as a medium through which the 
governmentthatenjoys the support 
of its populace is destroyed and 
driven out of office. The United 
States has not enhanced democratic 
principles, instead puppet govern­
ments in the third world are the 
medium through which the west 
propagates the false democratic ide­
ologies.

The military should not be in a 
hurry todraftanother transi tion time 
table for a return to civil rule. It 
should choosea convenient time for 
it and this should happen when 
tension might have subsidised.

Ali Auta 
Azare, Bauchi State 

-------------------------------------- ©

Sir,
Your story on theabove reported 

some amazing and patronising 
comments on the'ieird’I” 9f Kabiru 
Ibrahim Gaya as governor of Kano 
State.

Itispreposterousandironicfora ' ' 
Kano State civil servant to suggest 
that ex-govemor Kabiru Gaya had 
"laudableprogrammes"hecouldnot 
implement because of party 
squabbles within and among the 
defunct SDP and NRC. Kabiru Gaya 
started as a political nonentity, how­
ever destiny had its way, he became 
somebody but ended as a political 
leper that not even his defunct NRC 
was happy to identify with.

It was also conceivable that such 
a novice, on a political adventure 
with no previous apprenticeship, 
could notarticulate programmes but 
relied on experts in the art of chican­
ery and thuggery and the many 
sycophants who paraded the corri­
dors of power to see him through 
governance.

Governor Gaya became the first 
indigene to dismantle enviable proj­
ects and set in a decaying process 
that would takedecades before Kano 

mstant hero today; or if a bounces back to its glory.

Press rejoinder
Sir,

The attention of the federal min­
istry of transport and aviation has 
been drawn toan editorial titled This 
is disgusting which appeared on 
page 6 of the "Citizen" of November 
1-7, 1993.

I wish to state that your editorial 
was misleading bccauseitisnot true 
that the federal government has

■ concluded arrangements with the 
government of what remains of 
Yugoslavia to remodel our airports.

As a public opinion moulder, 
Citizen was insensitive to the mood 
of the nation by playing up a subject 
asvolatileasrcligionin thiscountry, 
which is capableof rocking the foun­
dation of this country. It is impor­
tant to rememberthat Nigeria isstill 
a secular state. It is equally impor­
tant to note that Alhaji Bashir Dal- 
hatu, himself a devout muslim, is 
not the first minister of transport 
and aviation to shake hands with 
the Yugoslav ambassador in Nige-

Lctlers to Citizen, carrying names, signatures and addresses, should be brief and to the point. They should be typed double span 
addressed to Letters Page, Citizen, G. 11 Unguwar Kanawa, PMB2334, Kaduna. The Editor reserves the right to edit, publish or reject ■

to start abusing, the Hausa-Fulani. 
Take a look at this list Tai Solarin, 
Wole Soyinka, Alani Akiranade, 
Alao-Aka Bashorun and Olu Ona- 
goruwa, minister of Justice. The Tell, 
The News and Tempo magazines all 
debuted with cover stories dedicated 
to Hausa-Fulani bashing.

However, these papers are en­
couraged by the same northerners in 
position of authority who patronise 
them by giving them adverts worth 
thousands of Naira to the detriment 
of credible media organisations.
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VIEWPOINT

:

I a General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, 
GATT, should be ready for the people of 1 
countries by this week. This will bring to a
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has always laid far less with our constiW'
- - — — — i nuns man wmium atmuutoaaa p''-'-'!''”'

north. Whatever anyone chooses to believe, | truthnoconstitutiononearthcan workunless

ions do not discriminate between ethnic or
sectarian groups whenitcomestothe exploi-

Watch this GRIT
-w-f the Americans, and Europeans suc-
I ceed in resolving their squabbles over 
A filmmarketsand aircraftsubsidies,then

Towards a constitution conference
TTY hen General Sani Abacha, head 
%M/ of state and commander-in-chief
T T of the armed forces took over 

power on November 17, one of his first acts
i was to announce the summoning of a 

constitutional conference for the immediate 
future. Whatever may have been his motiva­
tion, no one can dispute the fact that, given 
the persistent call from some sections of the 
country for such a conference, it was diffi­
cult, if not impossible, to move forward with- I 
outsomcrc-examinationoftheconstitutional 
basis of our existence as a nation.

Straight away, let us restate our reserva­
tions about such a conference. First and fore­
most, we are concerned that it may provide 
an avenue for those who fear that they may 
never get power through the democratic 
process to seek break up this country. Obvi-

I ously, this should not be allowed to happen.
II 1 he territorial integrity of this country — or 
I of any country for that matter in so far as it is
■ man-made, may not be sacrosanct — but it |
■ remains the best hope of the black race. As
■ such its preservation is worth everything we
■ can give it.
■ Second, if the constitutional talks should |
■ be useful then we must all adopt a positive
■ attitude towards it. First, we must regard
■ eachpther as communities and as individu-
■ alsfwith respect rather than with suspicion. 
I We must disabuse our minds of the wide-
■ spread belief that one section of this country
■ has been enslaved by the other, because such
■ a belief, no matter how strongly held, is not 
I borne out by the facts on the ground. What-
■ ever anyone wishes to believe, the fact is that 
J poverty is as endemic in the north as it is in 
| the south —

tation and manipulation of the poor. We 
must beer these in mind if we wish to have 
a useful constitutional conference. In other 
words the most critical element for success 
is mutual goodwill and respect.

Mutual goodwill and respect among the 
contcndinggroups and individuals, is how- 
ever only half the solution. The other half lies 
in raisingtherightquestionsartd lookingfor 
the right answers to those questions. These 
questions are many but the larger and more 
important ones include (1) who convenes 
the conference? (2) How should it be com­
posed? Through selection or election? (3) 
What should be its scope, i.e should it have 
nogoareaslike the country’s unity? (4) What 
should be thefederatingunits.assumingwe 
agree on a federation as against a confedera­
tion? Should the units be the states as they 
now are or should they be reconstitu ted? Or 
should the units be ethnic groups? (5) Last 
but by no means the least, wha t should be the 
guiding principles of our constitution?

We shall in time provide our own an­
swers to these questions as the debate un­
folds. For now, however, we would like to 
share the position of a recent constitutional 
workshop on contemporary national issues 
organised by theConstitutional Rights Proj­
ect, that the principles that should guide our 
organisation are (1) the rule of law, (2) ac­
countability, (3) equity and (4> giving real 
power to the people. Guided by these prin­
ciples and by mutual respect and goodwill 
for each other; we should be able to fashion 
out a constitution that will endure. Afterall, 

Drnh.. theblameforourpersistentcrisesasa nation

Bl



VIEWPOINT 7

successful end the protracted dispute in this 
Uruguay Round of GATT which hascontin- 
ued since 1986.

Anyone who paid even a cursory atten­
tion to the GATT talks in the last year, and 
especially in the last three months, cannot 
help but wonder where developing coun­
tries were. There arc 11 /countries in GATT, 
the majori ty of them being developing coun­
tries. Yet, the Big Three trading blocs, namely 
the US, the European Union and Japan, 
between them manoeuvred and haggled 
and bargained over such things as rice and 
films and music cassettes as if the rest of us 
arc not in the deal.

While it is acceptable for the US and 
Japan tohaggleovertradedcficitsor threaten 
each other with trade wars. The less devel­
oped economics, LDCs are not expected to 
raise eye brows over trade imbalance with 
thcdcvclopcd world. That explains why the 
GATT talks can pretend that LDCs do not 
matter or even adopt the paternalistic atti­
tude of speaking for them. What options do 
the LDCs have but to Jet the big league 
traders dictate to them how free tradeshou Id 
be entrenched world wide? That reflects how 
lightly they weigh LDCs in thcirscale of pri­
orities.

Suspicion one. GATT is predicated on 
the theory that the removal of subsidicsand 
obstacles to imports leads to free trade which 
in turn leads to more efficient production in 
the world which in turn leads to increase in 
the volume and quality of goods produced. 
Thus, it is claimed, consumers worldwide 
will get cheaper and better quality goods. 
Suspicion two, developing countries such 
as ours may never get round to cash in on 
this windfall if all our industries and farms 
fail to measure up to the competition from 
other, especially developed, countries, as 
seemsquite possible. American wheatalone, 
if unchecked, can displace in quality and 
price every grain produced in Africa. Nor is 
there any factory anywhere in Africa that 
can hold its own against the Japanese, in 
price or quality, in an open contest.

Suspicion three, cheapcrand betterqual- 
ity goods for consumers are not the only 
stuffof national development. Thereissome- 
thingelsecalled national self-reliance. There 
is no reason why Africa should accept, in its 
present precarious state, to engage in any 
open competition against Europe, America

Citizen, December 20,1993-January 2,1994

and Japan. The so-called area of specialisation ’ 
consigned to us in this free-for-all is nothing 
more than the production of agricultural I 
commoditiesandmineralsateverfallingprices I 
vis-a-vis manufactured goods. No, we must I 
build industries of our own and, if it requires I 
1000 years of closed markets, we should not I 
hesitatetodoso.Thereisnothingtobeashamed I 
of in this matter. Thisyearalone, we have seen I 
the length to which the Japanese and South | 
Koreans went to protect rice and the length to 1 
which the French and other Europeans went I 
to protect their apples and oats and films. ;

In any case, an unstated fact of the GATT j 
matter is that it will benefit mostly thosecoun- ■ 
tries that arealready large traders. Today, the ■ 
US, Germany, Japan, France and Britain to- f 
gether control 44.5 per cent of all world trade, I 
and they will quickly hit the 50 per cent mark ■ 
and keep pushing on when GATT is ratified. H

This Uruguay Round of GATT was from II 
thestartanaffairof the rich, by the rich and for I; 
the rich countries. Efforts by developingcoun- B 
tries to place the issue of international debt on ■ 
the GATT agenda was rejected, even though ■ 
debt is clearly linked to trade and the IMF B 
makes trade liberalisation a condition for any I 
debt reschedulingagreements. Suspicion four. H 
And even while all this is going on, the rich B 
countricsarebusy creating wider free-trading pl 
blocs. This year alone, the European Union B 
took off, theNorth American Free Trade Agree- B 
ment (NAFTA) was ratified and President B 
Clinton is pushing through his idea of an B 
American, Asia and Pacific free trading area. B 
Suspicion five, the Economic Community of B 
West African States (ECOWAS) and other Af- I 
rican groupings are stalling. i i

Recently, the countries in the East African B 
zone saw the wisdom of old and are workig B 
hard to resuscitate the moribund East African B 
Economic Community. But the fact remains B 
that their existence has not given the needed B 
impetus to intra African trade, nor has it oiled 9 
the machinery for south-south trade. Yet our B 
hope as developing economies lies in being B 
able to find our feet before the GATT gale B 
sweeps us into the ocean of liberalised trade. I

Africa must approach GATT with its eyes B 
wide open. As soon as it becomes apparent, at B 
any stage, that we are being transformed into B 
a junk yard for dumped goodsand our indus- B 
triesarefaltering,weshould beabletosaythat B 
it is not our cup of tea and quit. U
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he fuel crisis is news to \ 
many Nigerians. They are 

—. iucky- When they want to 
buy fuel, they Just drive up to the

pay the official rate and drive away.
i —J — —“* .»•••**«»»£ a smut: vi iv I pnw, n »’•“ —-
1 venge, having found out how \ this practice still contmu •

■ in Lagus and elsewhere — .made available fuel at the official I 
price, it will be difficult to believe I 

. - s practice still continues. Are the 1 
I marketers in the south selling their I 
I fuel at a loss? Hardly. Or have offi" I 
| cials at NNPC depot across the coun- j 

y ’ elective extortions?
I This is even more unlikely.

However, it is still not impos­
sible that the extra is only paid at I 
depots in the north. And, if true, this I 

i ...w.— 2 : ~—>—*5coV»v Kano's Colo* j 

I nelWase even more crucial. And, as 
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one people, but clannish issue still

By Shoyebi Abayomi

Citizen, December 20, 1993-January 2,1994

Abubakar: it is vague
of the conference, asking again and 
again what purpose it would serve. 
He described it as "useless because 
it's without direction." He instead 
suggested that we should ask those

Saraki: no to presidential system 
again

what the government wants might 
be to re-evaluate constitutional 
matters in this country from the point 
of view of equity and access to re­
sources. However, said Umar, "One 
contradictory aspect of this whole 
idea is that even the constitutions

administrator, the United Kingdom. The 1966167 
constitutional conference came in the wake of the 1966 
crisis and the historic intervention of the army into 
national politics. The offshoot was the breaking of Nige­
ria into 12 states.

The 1979 constitutional conference adopted the presi­
dential system of government and paved the way for the 
second republic. The 1986 constitutional conference 
(Cookey's political bureau) retained some of the provi­
sions of the old and ushered the way for the shortlived 
third republic.

However, a major trend that emerged from all these 
constitutional talks is that interests of contripal and 
centrifugal forces came to dominate issues. Vexed issues 
of revenue allocation, sharing of national resources, 
access to power, and minority problems remain un­
solved. This latest proposed constitutional conference is 
supposed to settle once and for all our major questions, 
and usher in the fourth republic.

Constitutional vs national conferences: A global view 
The call for constitutional or national sovereign confer­
ence is a worldwide phenomena. Some advanced coun­
tries had discussed theirs in the past but some primor­
dial fundamental issues still crop up once in a while. 
For instance, despite America's development, the issue 

of the civil war of the 19th century is still a touchy one. 
One would not be going too far to say the wounds have 
not completely healed.

Up till now the Irish issue is still a complex and sour

Nigerians who talk about confer­
ences how they came about their 
wealth. "This is because there is no 
way we can achieve any meaningful 
development or even actualise our 
togetherness in any conference if 
some individuals are far richer than 
the country they say they want to 
serve. It is a diversionary tactic to 
buy time and legitimacy for the 
regime. A conference for what when 
the nation is in such dire economic 
mess?" he asked.

Alhaji Nuhu Kuso, a prominent 
Kaduna lawyer also told Citizen that 
the conference is merely a delay tactic_ 
by the military, arguing that there is 
nothing wrong with our constitu­
tions, but the operators who have 
continuously failed us. "What is the 
purpose anyway, to stop coups?" he 
asked rhetorically.

Aliyu Modibbo Umar, a senior 
lecturer at the faculty of education, 
University of Abuja told Citizen that

item to the British. Quebec is still threatening to secede 
in Canada. The French have the Corsican and Basque 
separatist issue. The Catalan problem touches the Span­
ish national psyche. There is the issue of the Flemish and 
the French in Belgium. In Italy,Napolitansand Sicilians 
are not too sure whether they are full Italians. In Africa, 
the Chadian, Sudanese, Angolan, Mozambican, Alge­
rian, Egyptian and Liberian national question still baths 
these countries in blood. Zaire, Congo and Togo arc still 
involved in bitter national bloody debates. Hundreds of 
thousandsof Tutsi and Hutushavedied in Burundiand 
Rwanda because of national crisis. South Africa is in the 
process of a fundamental constitutional debate that 
would end apartheid policy. Although communist rule 
was able to suppress national and ethnic sentiments 
behind the iron curtain in the former Soviet Union and 
Eastern Europe. Total collapse of state structures and 
the resultant violence, in these places show that intoler­
ance still reigns supreme in the people's attitudes with 
one another.

The Somalis are one people, but clannish issue still 
dominates the national question.

Some of these problems, like the Nigeria example, 
revolve around tribe, religion and language. Some of 
these problems are colonially created. They were how­
ever maintained and entrenched by neo-colonial forces, m 
who exploit the confusion to their advantages. 1 •
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By Shoyebi Abayomi 
and Idris Ndanusa

Govemmen t may not have really 
helped its case by saying very little 
on the proposed conference. As for- , 
mer SDP chieftain, Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar, "It is difficult to under­
stand what the government means. 
So far the government has said very 
little." Alhaji Abubakar said, the 
conference is unnecessary as there is 
already a constitution fashioned out 
in 1989 by a constituent assembly. 
Said he, 'That constitution is still 
untested, it has not been used."

With the parameters of the con- 
' ference clearly set by the govern­
ment, as it had told the nation that 
not only would there be govern­
ment nominees, but there would be 
"no go areas" in the discussion what 
are the goals of the conference? The 
government and some citizens are 
atloggerheadsastohowfaritshould 
go. The government wants systems

Diya: Nigeria is not negotiable 
of government to be chosen and a 
few problems such as the issue of 
minorities and the oil producing 
areas to be addressed, but others, 
such as Akinola Aguda, want the

Mohammed: good idea 
very basis of Nigeria to be discussed 
and agreed upon. Yet others want 
the issue of national political leader­
ship and succession, especially in 
the light of the annulment of the

are in government now, if you ask them, they will not I 
talk about the sovereign na tional conference. They would I 
rather talk about the constitutional conference.
Citizen: We have still not got to the bottom of the I 
problem. There are no go areas and some people got the I 
best the country can offer. j,1
Mahdi: That is the point. You see, it is very interesting to I 
note that one of the questions thathas been raised in one 1 
of the no go areas, is the sharia issue. You see there are I 
quite a number of things that donot in any way cause the I 
problem that we are going through. For example, the I 
crisis that we are going through is political. It has to do I 
with theannulmentof the lastelection. I also don't think 
the present crisis has to do directly with the revenue I 
allocation except that the military because of its struc- I 
ture has succeeded in centralising the country and I! 
making it unitary whereby they have concentrated the III 
entire resources in the hands of the president. This is I 
what informs the current rat race to the presidency — II 
and I think one of the areas that has to be taken up in the IB 
constitution is reversion to the real term, federal system IB 
of government. What we then do is to make sure that IB 
Certain cliques — are not allowed to get access to power II 
to the extent that they will stop the integration process. II i 
I think people are actually just being emotional about 
this. This is the real problem. So there is no reason why 
this problem should not be sorted out through an objec­
tive examination rather than go for a nahonal confer- II 
ence now. It will just be horse trading, nothing more II 
than that.

try and if it becomes necessary even from outside the 
country to make an input into the exercise.
Citizen: Over the years there have been a lot of 
constitutional conferences as you have pointed out but 
one reason or the other makes it work, what do you 
think really is the problem?
Mahdi: Exactly, you have answered the question. You 
see, this is exactly why I am opposed to this constitutional 
conference. Quite frankly, I ha ve already stated. I do not 
think there is something much against the existing 
constitution. And no amount of writing of constitution, 
even if we have a million constitutions, even if angels 
write them, when ’the chips are down, it will be the 
people. Nigerians are going to operate the constitution 
to suit their purpose.
Citizen: What do you think the agenda should be for 
example, the government has its no go areas ...
Mahdi: Thereare two sides to it. Therp are people whose 
idea is that we go for sovereign national conference 
along the lines of those who have held one for example 
Niger Republic and other French speaking neighbour­
ing countries. This means that when the delegates 
converge, they take decisions which could not be op­
posed by any existing government and infact if any­
thing, they dictate to theexistinggovernment on what to 
do. This, I believe is the background to the present 
proposal for the constitutional conference. It is a modi­
fication for the constitutional conference. It appears 
even our friend, Ebenezer Babatope in the interview he 
granted Tell magazine is shifting position. He is now for 
the constitutional conference instead of the sovereign 
national conference and now why now. Because they

Citizen, December 20,1993-January 2,1994
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By Shoyebi Abayomi
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Abubakar: it is vague
of the conference, asking again and 
again what purpose it would serve. 
He described it as "useless because 
it's without direction." He instead 
suggested that we should ask those

administrator, the United Kingdom. The 1966/67 
constitutional conference came in the wake of the 1966 
crisis and the historic intervention of the army into 
national politics. The offshoot was the breaking of Nige­
ria into 12 states.

The 1979 constitutional conference adopted the presi­
dential system of government and paved the way for the 
second republic. The 1986 constitutional conference 
(Cookey's political bureau) retained some of the provi­
sions of the old and ushered the way for the shortlived 
third republic.

However, a major trend that emerged from all these 
constitutional talks is that interests of contripal and 
centrifugal forces came to dominate issues. Vexed issues 
of revenue allocation, sharing of national resources, 
access to power, and minority problems remain un­
solved. This latest proposed constitutional conferenceis 
supposed to settle once and for all our major questions, 
and usher in the fourth republic.

Saraki: no to presidential system 
again 

what the government wants might 
be to re-evaluate constitutional 
matters in this country from thepoint 
of view of equity and access to re­
sources. However, said Umar, "One 
contradictory aspect of this whole 
idea is that even the constitutions I

Nigerians who talk about confer­
ences how they came about their 
wealth. 'This is because there is no 
way we can achieve any meaningful 
development or even actualise our 
togetherness in any conference if 
some individuals are far richer than 
the country they say they want to 
serve. It is a diversionary tactic to 
buy time and legitimacy for the 
regime. A conference for wha t when 
the nation is m such dire economic 
mess?" he asked.

Alhaji Nuhu Kuso, a prominent 
Kaduna lawyer also told Citizen that 
the conference is merely a delay tactic 
by the military, arguing that there is 
nothing wrong with our constitu­
tions, but the operators who have 
continuously failed us. "What is the 
purpose anyway, to stop coups?" he 
asked rhetorically.

Aliyu Modibbo Umar, a senior 
lecturer at the faculty of education, 
University of Abuja told Citizen that

item to the British. Quebec is still threatening to secede I 
in Canada. The French have the Corsican and Basque I 
separatist issue. The Catalan problem touches the Span- I 
ish national psyche. There is the issue of the Flemish and I 
the French in Belgium. In Italy, Napolitansand Sicilians I 
arc not too sure whether they are full Italians. In Africa, I 
the Chadian, Sudanese, Angolan, Mozambican, Algc- I 
rian, Egyptian and Liberian national question still baths I 
these countries in blood. Zaire, Congo and Togo are still I 
involved in bitter national bloody debates. Hundreds of J 
thousandsof Tutsi and Hutus havedied in Burundiand r 
Rwanda because of national crisis. South Africa is in the I 
process of a fundamental constitutional debate that I 
would end apartheid policy. Although communist rule I 
was able to suppress national and ethnic sentiments I 
behind the iron curtain in the former Soviet Union and I 
Eastern Europe. Total collapse of state structures and I 
the resultant violence, in these places show that intolcr- I 
ance still reigns supreme in the people's attitudes with I 
one another.

The Somalis are one people, but clannish issue still I 
dominates the national question. k'

Some of these problems, like the Nigeria example, I 
revolve around tribe, religion and language. Some of I 
these problems are colonially created. They were how- I 
ever maintained and entrenched by nco-colonial forces, I 
who exploit the confusion to their advantages.

Constitutional vs national conferences: A global view 
The call for constitutional or national sovereign confer­
ence is a worldwide phenomena. Some advanced coun­
tries had discussed theirs in the past but some primor­
dial fundamental issues still crop up once in a while. 
For instance, despite America's development, the issue 

of the dvil war of the 19th century is still a touchy one. 
One would not be going too far to say the wounds have 
not completely healed.

Up till now the Irish issue is still a complex and sour
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Interview with Dr. Abdullahi Mahdi, 
Director, Arewa House, Kaduna
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f”''* itiwDo you think, sir, that there is any need 
K 1 for a constitutional conference?

y Mahdi: It is in vogue in this country whenever 
any government csiiapscs as we have witnessed, then 
the next thing is constitutional conference but I believe 
the genesis of the constitutional conference has to do 
with the chorus song by many people especially in 
Lagos and other areas for a national conference which 
has been going on for quite a long time. For example, 
throughout the later part of Babangida's reign, people 
were ta 1 ki ng of n a ti on a 1 conferen  ce. I beli eve the presen t 
government jumped on it because as you know when­
ever a new government comes in it tries to appease 
groups as it is aware of the call for a national conference. 
That is why it's got it in its programmes among other 
things, but I don't see any need for it at all.
Citizen: Sir, there is speculation in some of the media 
thatyoii are trying to organise a sort ofa constitutional 
conference — maybe a northern one before the national 
one-
ylahd i: To some extent actually our propposal is in line 
v,’ith government’s desire, butitislargelyacademic. Re­
member this is actually a centre of research. So it is an 
academic exercise that we are planning to do to make 

■jr input int0 *hc eonference. 1 am working on the basis 
f the assumption that there will be a national confer- 

eorwhatsocverand ifitisgoing to takeplace, itis not

•u-m'l'l'mldi ui-'ilhRtlhuiighan 
amtudeiitlwallhv skepticism should 
be maintained about the matter, 
"another constitutional review may 
ix; a wasteful exeo ise and unneces- 
saryluxury" Dr. Osinowo however 
believes that a constitutional confer­
ence can result into fundamental 
changes depending on the intention 
and motivation of the conveners, 
lake Ken Saro-Wiwa, the spokes­
man of the Ogonis, Osinowo be­
lieved that since the issue of our 
association was not thoroughly 
trashed out before independence, 
going to the conference table now 
may not be out of place. Another 
member of the political class, Dr.

| Adam A. Biu, also told Citizen’ that 
I "it appears that the government 
I would like to amend the existing 
| constitution of 1989 in order to have 
I a better framework." Like Osinowo

cann°t escape from this but we aspire 
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Mohammed: good idea 
very basis of Nigeria to be discussed 
and agreed upon. Yet others want 
the issue of national political leader­
ship and succession, especially in 
the light of the annulment of the

By Shoyebi Abayomi 
and Idris Ndanusa

Government may nothavereally 
helped its case by saying very little 
on the proposed conference. As for- 
mer SDP chieftain, Alhaji Atiku 
Abubakar, "It is difficult to under­
stand what the government means. 
So far the government has said very 
little." Alhaji Abubakar said, the 
conference is unnecessary as there is 
already a constitution fashioned out 
in 1989 by a constituent assembly. 
Said he, 'That constitution is still 
untested, it has not been used."

With the parameters of the con­
ference clearly set by the govern­
ment, as it had told the nation that 
not only would there be govern­
ment nominees, but there would be 
"no go areas" in the discussion what 
are the goals of the conference? The 
government and some citizens are ] 
atloggerheadsastohowfaritshould ; 
go. The government wants systems «

Diya: Nigeria is not negotiable 
of government to be chosen and a 
few problems such as the issue of 
minorities and the oil producing 
areas to be addressed, but others, 
such as Akinola Aguda, want the

■ -

are in government now, if you ask them, they will not 
talkabout the sovereign nationalconference.They would 
rather talk about the constitutional conference.
Citizen: We have still not got to the bottom of the 
problem. There are no go areas and some people got the 
best the country can offer.
Mahdi: That is the point. You see, it is very interesting to 
note that one of the questions that has been raised in one 
of the no go areas, is the sharia issue. You see there are I 
quite a number of things that donotin any way cause the I 
problem that we are going through. For example, the I 
crisis that we are going through is political. It has to do I 
with the annulment of the last election. I also don't think 
the present crisis has to do directly with the revenue 
allocation except that the military because of its struc­
ture has succeeded in centralising the country and 
making it unitary whereby they have concentrated the 
entire resources in the hands of the president. This is 
what informs the current rat race to the presidency — 
and I think one of the areas that has to be taken up in the 
constitution is reversion to the real term, federal system 
of government. What we then do is to make sure that fl 
Certain cliques — are not allowed to get access to power I 
to the extent that they will stop the integration process. I 
I think people are actually just being emotional about I 
this. This is the real problem. So there is no reason why I 
this problem should not be sorted out through an objec­
tive examination rather than go for a natonal confer­
ence now. It will just be horse trading, nothing more 
than that.

try and if it becomes necessary even from outside the 
country to make an input into the exercise.
Citizen: Over the years there have been a lot of 
constitutional conferences as you have pointed out but 
one reason or the other makes it work, what do you 
think really is the problem?
Mahdi: Exactly, you have answered the question. You 
see, this is exactly why I am opposed to this constitutional 
conference. Quite frankly, I have already stated. I do not 
think there is something much against the existing 
constitution. And no amount of writing of constitution, 
even if we have a million constitutions, even if angels 
write them, when‘the chips are down, it will be the 
people. Nigerians are going to operate the constitution 
to suit their purpose.
Citizen: What do you think the agenda should be for 
example, the government has its no go areas ...
Mahdi: There are two sides to it. Therp are people whose 
idea is that we go for sovereign national conference 
along the lines of those who have held one for example 
Niger Republic and other French speaking neighbour­
ing countries. This means that when the delegates 
converge, they take decisions which could not be op­
posed by any existing government and infact if any­
thing, they dictate to theexistinggovernment on what to 
do. This, I believe is the background to the present 
proposal for the constitutional conference. It is a modi­
fication for the constitutional conference. It appears 
even our friend, Ebenezer Babatope in the interview he 
granted Tell magazine is shifting position. He is now for 
the constitutional conference instead of the sovereign 
national conference and now why now. Because they
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I producing it- He argued that all the 
j states depend on the government 
I for money that comes from revenue 

allocation. He said from the little 
experience he gained as a commis- I 
sioner in Niger State, it was dear to I 
him that most states in the south I 
pocket their allocations instead of I 
using it to better their people's wel- I
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ecentre I they pull the wool over the people's I 
eyesbypointingaccusingfingersat I 
northerners. ;

"Go there and see for yourself. I 
There is nothing to suggest that I 
money is poured into their areas I 
because they have "been pocketing j 
it/' he charged. He also said the I
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Natioal conference is a 
Tk /T r ^'nod' Okereke, manager, legal services,

I Abuja Building Society, Kaduna, said a 
A.” JL constitutional conference is normally con­
vened to fashion out the best constitutional frame­
work for any polity. It is during a constitutional con- , 
ference that the constituent parts of the polity will 
determine which type of political arrangement should 
they adopt. A national conference presupposes that a 
nationisalreadyinexistenceandthatagiven  formula 
has been in operation which has fallen short of expec­
tations, so a national conference is convened to ad­
dress these shortcomings. _ .l(

So actually, he said, "a national conference is nar- oecause it is 
rower in scope, it is a sub-set of a constitutional supporting ' conference.Sometimeswetalkofasovereignnational itself with the 

conference. Sovereignty is what we call the grand power of the i' norm, that is a body that has power, you cannot | »t- - -

question its legality. If a government seizes power
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Thoseclamouring for it simply want 
a change in attitude," he argued.

The Turakin Ilorin, and former 
presidential aspirant, Olusola Sar- 
aki and Mazi S.G.Ikoku, a veteran 
politician and nationalist share the 
view that the presidential system 
should be jettisoned. However, 
Ikokuand the fonmerdeputy speaker 
of the Enugu State House of Assem­
bly, Chuka Utazi, want a return to 
the parliamentary system aban-

acquire a relevance with their call for a national con­
ference. Remove that issue, and they have no rele­
vance at all. The present regime also proposes to hold 
a constitutional conference because that givesit legiti­
macy and acceptabil ity. So i t is a ruse by both of them.

"The call for a national conference in Nigeria ac­
quires legitimacy because of the observed weakness 
in the workings of the presidential system, or more 
properly, the desire of a certain class (the military) to 
perpetuate itself in power. If the election had notbeen 
annulled, do you think there would have been a call 
for theconference? Right now, there is the need for the 
peopleof Nigeria tositdown and renegotiate the basis 
of unity, to avoid a repeat of the events of recent 
months and to give every part of the country a sense 
of belonging. So whether it is called a national or 
constitutional conference is irrelevant, provided they 
sit down to address the problems of the country.

"The type of issues we should reconsider is look, 
we are so fascinated by sophisticated political sys­
tems. We are so concerned with form, and not sub-

v?'Ha

doned in the second republic, though 
with some modifications. Legisla­
tors should be elected through 
purely traditional modes of selec­
tion as prevalent in our various 
communities and that the head of 
government should not be elected 
on the basis of membership of par­
liament, so that non legislators may 
also vie for the office. Ikoku said it 
would be dangerous to turn the 
conference into a forum for disman­
tling Nigeria as some selfish inter­
ests seem to clamour for. LJtazi 
lamented the enormous cost of run­
ning a presidential system and that 
the parliamentary system would 
greatly reduce costs. Saraki wants a 
mixture of the good aspects to 
produce something indigenous and 
beneficial.

What the nation needs, 
Fawchinmi told Citizen, is first, a 
constitution review committee 
which will work for three months, 
and submita draftconstitution.This, 
Fawehinmi said will lead to a refer­
endum and subsequent ratification 
of the constitution. Elections will 
follow and by October 1, 1994, said 
Fawehinmi, democracy should be 
in place.

Perhaps, the government may

stance, of government. Some people are now saying 
we should try the French presidential system, after 
trying the Bri tish and American systems. Why? When 
this conference sits next year, it should not be fasci­
nated by sophisticated political systems. Weshouldn't 
have bicameral federal legislature, it is a waste of time 
and money, and in the states and local governments 
too, we have separate executives and legislatures.... 
So we are carried away by sophistical political super­
structures, which we superimpose on a weak eco­
nomic substructure. We want to adopt an American 
political system, to be supported by this our economy! 
We should address our economic problems.

"In any case, the military never gives the politi­
cians time to perfect the political system. Democracy 
cannot be perfected overnight. Let us begin at that 
conference. Let us begin at that conference by simpli­
fying the political system, addressing the special 
ecological problems of the oil producing areas.

conference would be a ground where 
these truths would come out. "If we 
arc to compute revenue allocation 
figures, more than half of it goes to 
the south. Look at it, they own more 
than 70 per cent of the banks and 

I other businesses, where did they get 
the money to set them up?"

Alhaji Liman said a review of the 
presidential system of government 
might not be a bad idea. "People," 
he said, "are wondering whether we 
should now revert to the parliamen­
tary system of government and see 
if it can help us in resuscitating our 
cultural, political and economic val­
ues."

For the Magajin Rafin, the issue is 
that of sincerity of purpose and 
honesty. Before any conference, he 
said, we should declare our assets 
and turn over any illegal acquisi­
tions and sec if such a conference 
were necessary.

Mr. Maigari said Nigeria's prob­
lems are well-known to all Nigeri­
ans. The problem seems to be that 
they had been foisted on us and 
deliberately maintained by a class 
that is benefiting from these prob­
lems. The agenda itself, he said, is 
part of the problem. "The sociology 
of the issue is that we need change.
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| form the basis for stronger unity.

Citizen, December 20,1993-January 2,1994

was appointed a minister after the 
overthrow of General Buhari by 
General Ibrahim Babangida, the 
former minister of in dustries settled 
into his position and never again 
called for confederation. CAN too, 
seemed satisfied with Babangida's 
Armed Forces Ruling Council, 
AFRC, until Babangida removed 
some Christian cabinet figures.

The calls became more strident 
by events of April 22,1990. That was 
when lateMajorGideon Orkaranda 
number of officers stormed Dodan 
Barracks, then the seat of power and 
sent the former president, General 
Ibrahim Babangida and his family 
scurrying for cover.

At.the Federal Radio Corpora­
tion of Nigeria, FRCN; a few metres 
away; the conspirators had also 
taken' over the studios. When he 
came on air, it turned out that his 
aim was not just the sacking of that 
government. Orkar excised five 
states from Nigeria. Thus began the 
Orkar agenda — a sore reminder of 
the issues that tend to divide the 
nation rather than those that could

Okogie: CAN president
Like a bush fire in the harmattan, 

the need for a forum to "sit down 
and talk" gathered momentum even 
while the Babangida transition-train 
wobbled on a journey to the land of 
" lasting democracy."

Some self-styled democracy and 
human rights activists latched onto 
this and went into action. These were 
Beko Ransome-Kuti, a doctor and 
Olisa Agbakogba,a lawyer and head 
of the Civil Liberties Organisation, 
CLO, which is perhaps the oldest 
and the most credible. Others who 
later got onto the train included Dr. 
Frederick Fasheun, a former presi­
dential aspirant on the SDP ticket, 
Alao Aka-Bashroun, a one-time 
president of the Nigerian Bar Asso­
ciation and Dr. Olu Onagoruwa, a 
lawyer and now minister of justice. 
Their goal was to convene a "sover­
eign national conference" to discuss 
the "national question."

In September 1990, their plans 
almost came through. Undeterred 
by threatsofimprisonmentby Prince 
Bola Ajibola, the then minister of 
justice and attorney general, the 
conveners went ahead to invite

Orkar: dismemberment is it 
one section of the country domi­
nated federal leadership was intol­
erable. It did not matter that the late 
Awo Was a staunch federalist.

A few months after this outburst, 
the military struck on December 31, 
1983 ousting the democratically 
elected government df Shehu 
Shagari. Major General Muham- 
madu Buhari and Major General 
Tunde Idiagbon, both retired and 
from the north, assumed power. 
Things quietened down, but not for 
long.

This time, the new cry centred on 
the composition of the Supreme 
Military Council, SMC. It was vi­
ciously attacked, this time by new 
interests; retired military officers in 
the south west and the Christian 
Association of Nigeria, CAN. At the 
head of retired military officers was 
Lt-General Alani Akinrinade,a chief 
of defence staff under Shagari. He 
argued that the SMC was stacked in 
favour of northerners. CAN said it 
was full of muslims. For these rea­
sons, the volume of strident calls for 
confederation got louder; but it is to 
be noted that as soon as Akinrinade
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Trial of Onagoruwa

By TaweyZakka

NIGERIA

New federal attorney-general Olu Onagoruwa has hardly 
settled down, but already he is neck-deep in controversy

eing in the public eye can be 
bitter sweet as has been the 
lot these days of Dr. Olu 

Onagoruwa, easily one of Nigeria's 
best constitutional lawyers, whom 
General Sani Abachahasjustpicked 
as his federal attorney-general.

A consistent opponent of mili­
tary ruleand advocate of civil liber­
ties, Onaguruwa's bravado, in and 
out of court, has put him in the raw 
and friends and critics alike are tak- 
ingpotshotsathis "nakedness". His 
elevation to the post of a chief law­
maker or as Chief T.O.S. Benson, 
himself a distinguished lawyer, said, 
"the first legal officer", especially 
under a military regime, has 
shocked friends who are alleging 
betrayal.

Foes havebeendiggingfor some­
thing, maybe a faux pas, to nail him 
on. And they haven'tgot to dig deep. 
A court case started against him in 
1989 on a charge of theft provided a 
convenient skeleton.

The facts of the case are these: a 
client of Dr. Onagoruwa reported 
him to the police concerning an al­
leged theft. The police investigated 
the allegation and charged him 
under thecriminallawofLagosstate. 
On January 30, 1989 a Lagos high 
court judge ruled that Dr. Ona­
goruwa had a case to answer. He 
however went to the Court of Ap­
peal where his no case submission 
was upheld. The Lagos State direc­
tor of public prosecutions (DPP) 
sought leave of the Court of Appeal 
to appeal to to the Supreme Court. 
That is how far the matter has gone.

Now the issue is whether a citi­
zen who has a case in court, to wit a 
criminal one, qualifies to be his 
country's chief legal officer. "No", 
said Otunba Benson, senior advo­
cate of Nigeria (SAN). He should

cency" have declined the appoint­
ment. "If any lawyer has a case 
against him, either criminal or civil, 
he should not be appointed to and/ 
or accept the high official post of 
attorney general."

"as a matter of principle and de- | the federal government", he said. 
Citizen, December 20,1993 — January 2,1995

According to him, Dr. Onagoruwa 
with his credentials asa "committed 
democrat" should have "naturally" 
declined the appointment.

Other lawyer colleagues of his 
who have style’d themselves "con­
cerned lawyers", have condemned 
Chief justice Mohammed Bello's si­
lence on the appointment of Dr. 
Onagoruwa, whom they fear thigh* 
not command any respect from his 
colleagues because he is not a senior 
advocate of Nigeria (SAN), They also 
referred to the court case against 
him, asking, "How can any country 
have an accused person as its attor­
ney-general?"

Incidentally, the whole contro­
versy surrounding the appointment 
of Dr. Onagoruwa has also raised a 
storm over the continued stay in 
office of the Chief Justice of the 
Federation, Mr. Justice Mohammed 
Bello. Certain lawyers, seeking to in­
timidate him so that he could be 
lenient when Onagoruwa's case 
comes before the supreme court ha ve 
called for his removal and the "sani­
tisation" of the judiciary.

Bello's "crime" is that he swore 
into office Shonekan's Interim Na­
tional Government whose legality 
was a court case. But Yahaya Mo- 
hamoud pointed out that one time 
Chief Justice Sir Adetokumbo Ade- 
molafoundhimselfinthemuchsame 
situation in 1970, when the Supreme 
Court reaffirmed the sanctity of the 
1963 constitution and declared the 
military government of General 
Yakubu Gowon an interim govern­
ment. Gowon came up with Decree 
No28assertingthesupremacyofhis 
military regime. "Sir Adetokumbo 
was removed", said Mahmoud." He 
did not resign as Chief Justice of the 
federation."

According to Mahmoud, Chief 
Justice Bello "does not know me 
personally and would notrecognise 
me if he sees me," but he joins others 
like Sir Ademola in commending 
Bello's "independent and honest 
mind in the administration of jus­
tice."

Onagoruwa: under fire

But he suggested that Dr. Ona­
goruwa should be considered for 
another post, "if by all means he 
must be appointed minister". 
Yahaya Mahmoud, a Kaduna-based 
lawyer would not contemplate al­
ternatives. He said that he expected 
Dr. Onagoruwa to "resign Honoura­
bly" or defend himself in "your own 
interest", as soon as he received a 
copy of an open letter he sent to the 
Head of Stat§ on the matter. The 
letter was dated December 13.

Boye Leyimu, a Lagos attorney 
wrote in The Guardian of December 
10 that the case against Dr. Ona­
goruwa has made his appointment 
as attorney general "a liability'" to 
the Provisional Ruling Council, 
which seized power on November 
17. "This liability.... is too much for a 
junta whose first priority is to legiti­
mise itself and restore credibility to



4 mim,,'hisv nen 
Z“>ting do|<arsetr-a

Zi

‘X,

on
‘c

!Cember

^s?
t̂ven’ 

vvas also 
in the 

,„>entin I 
responsible for ‘^e Natura' 
equity holding ^' que-'^rtidpa- 
the controversy1 rnenc r 60 per 
Gas project. tnt with

Punched shortly- C’‘N<gena 
some technical staff L,inpanyare 
Liquefied NaturalGas s training 
t0 proceed for oversea5 
sh°rtly. have won
, FortheNNPCit013^ (epridng 
thebattlefortheappr°Prl -ts fight 
°f refined products ^y is far '

tl rep'0Ce

. - 'ormer petroleum =cu‘- 
>a p.C Asiodu, the Lenoil chief 
^olved in the case and a represen- 
hve o£;one of the accused, it has 

a°^9uietened on the front. And the 
are yet to appear at the 

vya1 ry tribunal for which their case 
maLearlier withdrawn from the 

g’strate court.
_ By Mannir Dan-Ali

20, 1993-January. 2, 1994

are the prod Pattn6R 8®tjOn f not IV

S~=S?i' 1 ■SgSsigS J
ageof"'hateveroi|a8iVenn'vhi^f Oyibo: 

oftheTO^Uced fittan^ produCent' advocated to rep'a 
itdiffia^f^jOohasho®1 stan^' hjre partnershir.derati -on >

Corporation in tra
%s been a never ending problem for^ 

Yk> hilethesituationreport likd^ 
NyV oMhe availability oils -- 

refined producemthe 
market has not changed, 

hS^rejZthe country's petro- 
Semoth, the Nigena Na-

,ari petroleum Corporation is fast 
°f InT^S-The possible privatisation 

nation's refineries that are 
,16s S(?f the corporation's subsidiar- 
v 8 b tcd as a whisper which has 

th® Qj^edouttobetruerieasingof 
ket6 ' depots to the major oil mar- 
b9t&j bas also being thrown into 
“hrtj/b. At a recent visit by an oil 
era] Y»y, petroleum and min- 
Eiipk Sources minister, Mr. Don 
th® ,1 said that the move will check 
SblUg fivities of marketers who 
Was k8le the products. The minister 
NhfpQ'Vever sitent on thefateof the 
and Workers at the leased deports

ItPrivatised refineries.
of Sy’s Obvious that a laige number 
lonft r*erstherewouldsoonjointhe 
of q^beue of the unemployed. One 
tion arguments for the privatisa- 
are o°f *he refineries was that they 
eas Xrstaffed in non essential ar- 
pend- n Setting a whiff of the im- 
and J?SPrivatisation,thePetroleum 
ciatj atural Gas Senior Staff Asso- 
a8ainOn. (pENGASSAN) kicked 
burs. St **' ffowcver since the move

I heardUftOtl'eopennolllinsllasl’een 
I Nati ™m tbe association or the 
Natti'''8' h>nion °f Petroleum and 
which*1 Gas Workcrs (NUPENG) 

l,hp^indXr,heiUniOrStaffOf

i like') 80vernm°nt, more people are 
I P to be out of job. An NNPC 
| source indicated that with therefin- 
j enesand deports gone, some people 
! 'n e corporate headquarters will 
| have little to do.
I wbhin8«ing financiaI difficulties 

which affected the companies' op-
I era ons for most of the year are not I

September toDcc^1 Perd? ab°ve
request was"^anZj^eth vertorials by

—sec^
oil find until the be ?‘d lheir nt*'1
Much earlier the onf°8 is se^de 
tion sharing cont^f °n °f 
^no^^CPSc^Ue-

— 010Part°f theNMp°lt>niitm-^ 
'~~^<^been

^■itizer



23NIGERIA

A helping hand

By Shoyebi Abayo mi

Citizen, December 20, 1993-January 2,1994

The Palestinian question is a prerequi­
site for the resolution of the Middle 

Eastern conflict which is a natural fac­
tor in global peace and security.

and distabilisations 
have come to appropri­
ate, control, dominate 
and squander vast 
Arab fortunes. Dr. 
Abubakar accused the 

' ja 
| united Arab world that 

would have effectively 
served as a third force 
and challenged their 
hegemony. He said 
that support for Pales­
tinians by Nigeria 
would goa long way in 
boosting the confi­
dence of Palestinians. 
He argues further that 
the Palestinian issue 
transcends religions. 
The Jews he said are 
Judaists, while the Pal- L 
estinians are Christians Abubakar: justice is at stake

the situation in the Middle East as 
"more sophisticated form of racism 
by theZionistregime" said they have 
among their members people with 
the history of struggle against all 
forms of racism. This he said was the 
reason why "we fought and are still 
fighting the system of apartheid in 
Southern Africa.’’

He asserts that the issue at stake 
was the question of struggle, truth 
and justice adding that what con­
fronts us on the Palestinian ques­
tions are various ramifications of 
dehumanisation, and the ejection of 
Palestinians from their homes. He 
disclosed that population and land 
distribution pattern in Palestine 
shows that the Israelis have grabbed 
all the fertile lands in the area, and 
that about 60 per cent of Palestinians 
have been driven into exile. He ar­
gues that the Palestinian problems 
were deliberately created, nurtured 
and sustained by the West who 
through such proxy wars, conflicts 

; r fi. < 1; 1; a m

The Nigeria/Palestine Association is bom
H -Cs. espite the scuttling of the 

I » emergence of Palestine as
J Lz/ a nation by its arch-foe and 
a signatory to the new pact— Israel, 
the Nigeria/Palestine Association 
(NIPA) was inaugurated recently at 
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. The 
formation was in responce to the call 
by the Palestinian ambassador in 
Nigeria, Samir Barker for under­
standing, goodwill and friendship 
for his people. The national coordi­
nator of the association, Malam 
Bashir U. Kurfi of the department of 
businessadministration, ABU,Zaria, 
said the establishment of the friend­
ship association was important be­
cause of the "inalienable rights of 
the Palestinian people and the Pal­
estinian homeland" and the support 
that is necessary for the realisation 
of this dream.

Said he: "The Palestinian ques­
tion is a prerequisite for the resolu- West of not wanting 
tion of the Middle Eastern conflict 
which is a natural factor in global 
peace and security." The associa­
tion is formed by citizens of Nigeria 
who are against the dehumanisa­
tion, exploitation and criminal atroci­
ties perpetuated against the occu­
pied and colonised Palestinian 
people.

The guest speaker on the occa­
sion, Dr. Tanimu Abubakar, who is 
also the Academic Staff Union of 
Universities, ASUU president, ABU 
branch, said that a lot of misconcep­
tion has to be cleared on the Pales­
tinian question. <

and muslims mixed peacefully to­
gether. Mr. Umar Ekeleji, a labour 
unionist and secretary general of the 
Nigeria Labour Congress, NLC in 
Kaduna, said that the struggle of 
Palestinians represents the search 
for peace and global stability.

Malam Toure Kazah of the de­
partment of history, ABU, Zaria, 
believes that the time has come to 
finally settle the Palestinian prob­
lem and thereby bring about world 
peace.

The association, according to the 
coordinator is neither a trade or- | 
ganisation nor is it teleguided b}» 
any country of the world. Their 
concern, he disclosed is only that 
Palestinians have a right to live in 
dignity in addition to "their right to 
self determination and right of self 
defence."

Malam Bashir who described
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You cannot divorce the fortune of the 
wage sector from the other sectors so if 
the economy is in crisis, the people in­
cluding wage earners will have their 

share of that crisis. On the other hand, if 
the economy is healthy, booming, grow­
ing, wage earners will have their share.

rian worker operate within the Ni­
gerian economy? If the economy is 
in crisis.. If our GDP and GNP are 
growing negatively our capacity

of adjustment in some of the third 
world countries, thepeoplego to the 

extent of index­
ing wages — 
that if inflation 
increases by 10 
per cent you 
increase wages 
by 10 per cent or 
11 per cent. It is 
not only unique 
to Nigeria. It is 
part of the 
things we can't 
do without. It is 
not only the 
thing we do but 
we are not 
ashamed of the 
fact that it con­
stitutes one of 
our major pro­
grammes. 
Citizen:Consid- 
ering that salary 
increase is al­
most always ac­
companied by 
high inflation, is 

it a good strategy to ease the work­
ers'burden?
Oshioinhole: This is straightfor­
ward. Put it this way. Did the Nige-

Bafyau: labour boss 

is money and even after you have 
looked at these sectors, you must in 
the final analysis address wages 
because if in spite of all the effort you

Citizen. December 20,1993 — January 2, 1994

he is today. Problem is you have 
two hands and you are working to 
feed four mouths—your wife, chil­
dren and relatives who have been 
unemployed elsewhere. All these are 
issues that we'd tackle and will 
continue to tackle. Ih fact, this year, 
we said during the negotiation of 
fuel price why we went on strike 
and it is significant that this time we 
went on strike not to demand wage 
increase. Government said, tell us 
what we should do with the five 
Naira increase, we said no, the prob­
lem is to keep down price, not to 
give us money to cope with higher 
prices because we know, you can 
never be able to quantify the multi­
plier effect over times. These are 
issues but I must tell you that we are 
wage earners in the final analysis. 
We are the representatives of wage 
earners, we are an association of 
wage earners and the world over, 
wage earners will always ask for 
wage increase. We are in a market 
economy and the basis of exchange

have putin inflation is rising and the 
possible way to deal with it is to ask 
for more money. In many other 
economies, particularly economies

utilisation is falling, our exchange 
rate is depreciating, Nigerian work­
ers are part of the Nigerian society. 
You cannot divorce the fortune of 
the wage sector from the other sec­
tors so if the economy is in crisis, the 
people including wage earners will 
have their share of that crisis. On the 
other hand, if the'economy is healthy, 
booming, growing, wage earners 
will have their share. All we are 
doing at the moment is trying to 
reduce the burden that the govern­
ment allocates to the wage sector. 
But what government is now dis­
tributing is not wealth, government 
is now reallocating poverty. Rather 
than distribute resources in order to 
alleviate the suffering of the masses, 
government at best is now trying to 
evenly distribute poverty. It makes 
the rural people poor, it also makes 
the wage earners poor. The only 
people that are not getting poor are 
the small, tiny elites of commission 
takers, contract awarders and some 
other people who are privileged in 
the system like those who are ap­
pointed to manage or control the 
banks and manipulate the exchange 
rate system. Every other person that 
is earning wages or living on a sub­
sistentincomein theruralareasisall
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I by the federal govern- I 
jment?
lOshiomhole: We never

IV* the first place until last 
I week.I thinkwereceived 
u about 80 million Naira.

f/'

But we have to talk about the need for 
government to reduce military spending. 
We are not in a state of war. Why devote 
so much? These are issues that over and 
over, we have consistently argued that 

government cannot be working for 
creditors. That we must pay our debts.

Government should reduce external 
debt servicing.
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DISCOURSE

■nrc was clearly the elderly 
fl butcher's heartfelt opinion, for 

J.1
were at his shed in Kawo, 24 hours 
after the coup, only to buy meat, and 
unprompted, he said, "I am very 
happy the soldiers are back. Haba. 
What is the use of civilian gover­
nors?"

What is their use? Many Nigeri­
ans appeared to have welcomed the 
military coup precisely because of 
the sacking of state governors. Why 
were people fed up with elected 
governors after only two years? The 
four reasons regularly mentioned 
were their low political quality, lack 
of autonomy from the centre and 
from local power brokers, "non­
performance", and allegations of 
corruption.

In contrast to First Republic re­
gional premiers and Second Repub­
lic governors, Third Republic gov­
ernors were clearly of light political 
weight and many were bereft of 
grand vision, enigmatic personal­
ity, dynamism or colourful rhetoric. 
Whose fault was that? The circum­
stances that produced those gover­
nors were less than conducive for 
quality. All the great political actors 
of the first and second republics 
stood banned under the quixotic ex­
periment with "newbreedism", the 
first celebration of mediocrity and 
inexperience in political history. 
Even among the newbreed contend­
ers, 13 of the most astute — Onuag- 
uluchi,Nwodo, Agbalajobi,Sarumi, 
Lamido, Abule — were banned by 
NEC in November 1991 precisely 
because they showed too much 
dynamism. Bye-bye to quality and 
colour. ]

If Third Republic governors had ;
little autonomy from the federal : 
government,thatwasduetonofault ; 
of theirs, either, but to the quaint i 
system of "diarchy" that obtained 
during most of their tenure. Sitting 
atop them in Abuja was a military

Citizen, December 20,1993 — January 2,1995

think? It is not surprising that the 
confused conception of the idea of 
development among the Nigerian 
people has similarly confused po­
litical leaders. No governor spoke in 
terms of raising productive capac­
ity, productivity or standard of liv­
ing, only of siting projects at various 
towns,often withnoideaabouttheir 
over-all impact on the development 
process.

The former governors were also 
widely accused of corruption, which 
means both the misappropriation 
and, to use Admiral Aikhomu's 
phrase, misapplication of public 
funds. But we should situate thatin 
context. Under the political system 
that obtained in Nigeria, it was very 
expensive tobecomeagovemorand 
even more expensive to continue to 
be one. A lot of money must be 
expended on party stalwarts, thugs, 
election officials, power brokers, 
security agents, traditional rulers, 
community elders, legislators, wit­
ches, magicians, priests etc. Who is 
to be blamed for that?

Dr. Bello Aliyu of the Usman Dan- 
fodio University in Sokoto likes to 
say of the situation that well, good 
for Africans, if you want to attain 
universal adult suffrage overnight. 
In Europe, for several hundred years, 
therewere property and educational 
qualifications for voters, not just 
candidates. They only permitted 
universal suffrage when the indus­
trial revolution had swept away the 
rural peasants. In the United States, 
women were not allowed to vote for 
the first 133 years of the republic's 
history. No one is saying that we 
should disenfranchise the peasants. 
But for as long as they constitute the 
main voting bloc, do not hold too 
much hope for quality discourse in 
the political process.

Many of the governors were 
guilty of undemocraticexcesses. Not 
many observed all the rules of ap­
propriating, spending or account-

Hoot owls and screech owls
| By

Mahmud Jega
he did not even know me. We presidentofgreatpower, domineer- 
..... j._ -  ■>, i------ jng presence anc| saturation visibil­

ity, riot tomention unfathomable in­
tentions.

The governors were dwarfed by 
the military president and by the 
great unbanned politicians scram­
bling to replace him last year and 
this year. Many of the governors 
grew accustomed to the relative 
stability afforded by diarchy and 
were fearful that presidential poli­
tics could dissolve in chaos and cost 
them their plum jobs. In that regard, 
at least, they were prescient.

Who was to blame for the gover­
nors' general "non-performance"? 
Pardon me, but I still think the crea­
tion of 30 states in 1991 was a mis­
take, a popular one, but a mistake 
nonetheless. To my knowledge, no 
one has yet demonstrated how de­
velopment is facilitated by "bring­
ing the government" physically 
"nearer to the people". Quite often, 
it has the opposite effect of gobbling 
up all the investible resources. Even 
when there were 19 states, some of 
them looked to the oscillating fed­
eration account for close to 90 per 
centof theirrevenues. With thecrea- 
tion of 30 states, some now depend 
on that account for close to 100 per 
cent of their revenue. If we believe 
some of their accounts, some of the 
states paid out as much as 85 per 
cent of their total revenue as civil 
servants' salaries before the 45 per 
cent pay hike went into effect. Good 
for us, whoequategood governance 
with a sprawling bureaucracy.

Many Nigerians who daily com­
plain in the newspapers that their 
area has not "developed" do not 
seem to know what they are talking 
about. What, indeed, is develop­
ment? Is it the building of dual car­
riages, secretariat complexes, street 
lights, magistrate courts and sports 
stadia, as many Nigerians seem to
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The nation's banking industry is no longer at ease

Continued on page 34

BUSINESS & ECONOMY

Banks
On the brink

problem which makes it difficult for 
affected banks to honour their obli­
gation to depositors.

Not too long ago the managing 
director of the NDIC, Mr. John 
Ebhodaghe in a paper on the role of 
the NDIC in the management of dis­
tressed banks revealed that punitive 
measures have been imposed on over 
15 such banks. But by his own

he political sphere is not the
I only one in distress in Nige-

J-L ria as the economy is virtu­
ally in coma. Problems afflicting the 
economic sphere are even more seri­
ous than one can imagine. They 
range from the country's 30 billion 
dollars foreign debt and its resched­
uling problem to the ever-rising 
budget deficit, falling oil prices in 
the international market and the 
problematic value of the Naira. The 
ailment is so serious and is only 
whispered by bankers and others 
whose job it is to ensure that the 
banks stay healthy.

If the federal government is to 
stoppussy-footingon thematterand 
face theproblem squarely, 1993may 
for some banks be- their last full 
operating year. As would become 
obvious in the long run, it may be 
easier to take action now than con­
tinue to be haunted by the fear of 
multiple bank failures akin to the 
one of 1947-1954 when 21 of the 25 
indigenous banks went bust. Liqui­
dation, the prospect of which send 
shivers down the spine of bank ex- 
ecutivesor the with dra wal of licence 
oferringbankscouldonlycomeatter 
the failure of other measures de­
signed to save the banks from them­
selves.

For close watchers of the bank­
ing industry painful as the measure 
is, only a thorough surgical action 
can check the rampant cases of dis­
tress afflicting some of the banks. In 
its annual report for 1992, the Nige­
ria Deposit Insurance Company, 
NDIC, defined distressed banks as 
those with severe financial, opera­
tional and managerial weaknesses. 
The most obvious indication of dis­
tress in banks is prolonged liquidity

Citizen, December 20,1993 — January 2,1995

Kalu: can he save them 
admission; tougher measures were 
needed to Sanitise the industry. Mr. 
Ebhodaghesaid thatnotmuch could 
be achieved if in an effort to return a 
bank to good health, the very hands 
that mismanaged the bank in the 
first place are entrusted with the 
responsibility of reviving it.

In fairness to the NDIC, the prob­
lem in the banking industry pre­
dated Decree 22 of 1988 which estab­
lished it. It is a measure of how far 
gone some of the banks were that 
just within three months of its com­
ing to life the NDIC had to transfuse 
2.3 billion Naira into some of the 
banks with liquidity crisis. As the

case of the National Bank showed, 
one of the chronically insolvent 
banks, throwing good money after 
bad hardlybrings the desired result. 
At the end of the day, the NDIC was 
mandated by the Central Bank of 
Nigeria to take over the manage­
ment of the tottering National Bank. 
A portfolio of bad and doubtful Ioan 
accounted for the trouble of that 
bank. Almost two years after the 
take over with its resultant-restruc­
turing the bank, is still not out of the 
woods.

Sources knowledgeable on the I 
matter confided to Citizen that the I 
bank is long dead inspite of costly 
effortstokeepitalive.Itisameasure I 
of the impediments in its way that a 
recent report in The Tribune accused 
NDIC of worsening the National 
Bank crisis.

The National Bank is the only 
bank that has been subjected to the 
supervision of both the CBN and the 
NDIC. Five state government- I 
owned banks were also taken over 
to arrest their deteriorating status I 
and safeguard depositors funds in 
them. The banks which had interim 
boards appointed for them included I 
the African Continental Bank, New I 
Nigeria Bank, Pan African Bank, 
Merchantile Bank and Co-operative 
and Commerce Bank. Som£ other 
state government-owned banks 
remain in the firing line as the presi- I 
dent of the chartered Institute of 
Bankers, Mr. Ralph Osayameh re- I 
cently called for the take over of I 
state government-owned banks. 
According to him such banksconsti- 
tute the worst run set of banks in I 
Nigeria. The 1992 NDIC annual 
reporthoweverpointedoutthatstate 
government-owned banks are not 
the only culprits. Merchant banks I 
which are owned only by the federal I 
government and private individu- I 
als have within the period covered I 
by the report joined the rank of sick 
banks. A recent compilation of the 
sick banks put their number atabout 
20, about half of which are state
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Buhari's honesty of purpose was 
not in doubt. What was in doubt 
was his rigidity and emasculation 
of publicopinion. Nigerians agreed 
with major-General Abacha then, 
on August 27,1985.

General Babangida and Com­
modore Ebitu Ukiwe took over. 
Again Abacha who was then the 
second mostprominentmemberof 
the coupists did not take,political 
appointment,butinstead wentback 
to the barracks, to head the mili­
tary. He remained in the army, al­
though he took over the ministry of 
defence. Through out the 
Babangida regime Abacha never 
attempted to undermine or over 
throw his friend. An opportunist 
does notwaitforeightyears,when 
he could take his chance at any 
time.

It is necessary for me to remind 
those who are now calling for the 
head of General Babangida thatfor 
eight years most of them were his 
loudest supporters. It is also a fact 
that through out Babangida's ten­
ure, at no time was the life of Nige­
ria in mortal danger as it was after 
June 12. We cannot therefore proph­
esy whatcould have been Aba cha's 
response, should Nigeria be threat­
ened.

Suffice to say, based on his third 
intervention we can guess that he 
would be counted on the side of

8°’n8 through momentous 
events. But there are issues that 
cannot be ignored. There are times 
anddrcumstancesthatdemandmen 
of good-will and conscience to stand 
up and be counted. Such times and 
circumstances are today. If patriots 
fail or refuse to take a stand, the field 
would be left for scoundrels. Nige­
ria now demands all patriots to set 
aside their differences, and these are 
legion and be, counted on the side of 
Nigeria. For Nigeria's very existence 
was at stake. Nigeria needs us all now.

Events since the annulment of 
the June 12,1993 elections are well 
known to all. It is now part of our 
chequered history. The June 23 
annulment of the June 12 elections 
sharply divided Nigeria.Tragically, 
this division was increasingly being 
drawn along ethnic and regional 
lines. Ironically, the June 12 election 
was gallantly fought along broad 
national platforms by both Chief 
Abiola and Alhaji Tofa. History 
would certainly indict those who re-I 
duced the issues to tribal, ethnic or 
regional lines.

Itisnotformetocommenton the 
desirability or otherwise of the an­
nulment. This is mainly because the 
event is now firmly handed over to 
history. Suffice to say, the event 
tested our respective levels of com­
mitment to the sanctity of the Nige­
rian nation. Many were found want­
ing. Equally found wanting was a 
segment of our political class who 
insisted that our collective aspira­
tion be sacrificed on the alter of their 
perception of justice.

Indeed, we cannot divorce Gen­
eral Sani Abacha's ascendance on 
Nigeria's leadership from the threat 
of disintegration that the events of 
June 23 and its aftermath engender. 
Itismy contention thatGeneralSani 
Abacha to all Nigerian patriots, is a 
committed patriot. I believe General 
Abacha had intervened because of 
real threat to the life of Nigerians

which we all witnessed.
I deliberately decided to speak 

early to set the tone of whateve 
public debate the intervention may 
didt.IdonotknowGeneralAbacha 
very well. But like most of my com­
patriots I am aware of his involve­
ment in the intervention of Decem­
ber 1983, August 1985, and Novem­
ber 1993, a period of 10 years. l am 
positing a number of observations 
on General Abacha.

First, I do not agree that he is an 
opportunist. This I will prove. Sec­
ond, I do not see him as a military 
chauvinist.Third,! do not see him as 
arrogant or disrespectful to his su- , \ periors. And finally 1 see him as a 

I genuinepatriot.whoseintervention, 
I whenever they occur were neces- 
1 sary and obviously on the side of 
I Nigeria.
I First, Abacha is not an opportun-
I ist.Thisdoesnottakelongtoprove. 1 
I We first hard of Brigadier Sani I 
1 Abacha on the eve of the January 1, 1 
| 1994 when he announced the termi- I 
I nationoftheShagariregime.Weall I 
1 agreed with Abacha's diagnosis of 1 
I the problems confronting  Nigerians I 
I then and now. The issues of "con- I 
I suiting clinics", 'Tack of direction", I 
1 "suffering in the midst of plenty", I 
| "corruption" etcwereastrueasthey I 
I arenow.Eventhemostsympathetic I 

of Shagari regime did agree that the I 
regime was losing touch and focus. I

Major-Generals Muhammadu 1 
Buhari and Tunde Idiagbon took I 
over. Although Abacha became | 
popular by the announcement, the I 
most memorable of all in Nigeria's I 
coup history, he went back to the I 
barracks. An opportunist would I 
have insisted on a political appoint- 1 
ment. I

General Abacha also re-echoed \ 
Major-GeneralDogonyaro'sdiagno- I 
sis of the Nigerian problem on the I 
eve of the coup that threw out the I i 
Buhari and Idiagbon regime. \ _________ ___ ____

Citizen, December 20,1993 — J31"13 y
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Whatever sins any one wants to visit on 
any of these regimes I cannot see how 
Abacha can be personally liable. He may 
not be a democrat, but he does give democ­
racy a chance

us through its own eyes of'democ­
racy, then I say, it is not our true 
friend. We cannot sacrifice oursov- 
ereignty and peace on th\> alter of 
proving any point to any country. 
Whatever needs to be proven would 
be done here in Nigeria for our col­
lective satisfaction. We must learn 
to call the bluff of any country that 
believes it knows what is better for 
us more than even ourselves. There 
in lies the path of honour an*4, patri­
otism. And that is the only genuine 
lenses through which we can see the 
Abacha intervention. The path pa­
triotism demands no less a patriot.

Jika writes from Fombina Water Fil­
ters & Coolers, P.M.B. 3527, Kano.

outcome of his intervention, in the 
course of his regime, he did sacrifice 
his life at the time Nigeria required 
decisive intervention.

This brings me to the issue of 
democracy, and western attitude to 
militaryregimes.Weareatsuchcriti- 
cal period in our history that the 
survival of Nigeria, blackman's only 
hope of proving to the whites that he 
too can perform, was at grave mor­
tal danger. To avoid the matter de­
generating to another Somalia or 
Bosnia,or USSR orGeorgia the mili­
tary, our last hope had to intervene. 
If the West is our true friend, they 
willappredateourcircumstanceand 
have our continued existence as one 
country more than their wish for us 
to have human rights and elections. 
We do.aspire for these, but not at the 
expense of peace and stability.

If the West insists, it will only see

Nigeria. And 
this gives us our 
third and final

ment was an act of Lucifer. They see 
it as the hand of "Maradona", and 
because of that they were prepared 
to go to any length to resist what 
they saw hs devilish injustice, in­
cluding shedding their blood.

I now ask: how do you think this 
issue would have been resolved? To 
reverse the annulment might have 
led to bloodshed. To conduct a fresh 
election may also have led to blood­
shed. There was real logjam,a politi­
cal stalemate. Nigeria was bleeding 
from tha t. From trickles, the blood of 
Nigeria, began to ooze out in tor­
rents. Something had to be done to 
save Nigeria. And that was what 
Abacha did. Whatever becomes the

buthe was never known to publicly 
voiceouthis disagreement. This was 
not fear but respect. Reserve, yes, ar­
rogance not. His take over of power 
was compelled by circumstance not 
a desire that he alio must do "sai ka 
yiFinally, larguethathisin terven­
tion is necessitated by patriotic zeal. 
This again does not take too long to 
prove. We all agree that the annul­
ment of the June 12 election, irre­
spective of which side we belong to, 
threw up the national question into 
a heated debate.

There are those who believe that 
the annulment was an act of God 
and Abiola was expected toaccept it 
as the hand of God and spare us any 
further trouble. Because they believe 
it was an act of God they were pre­
pared to go to any length to defend 
it, including their blood. There were 
others who believe that the annul-

superiors in the military then did

proof.
General Abacha accepted to serve 

under Chief Shonekan, a civilian. 
For 82 days Abacha diligently took 

_ instructions from Chief Shonekan, 
' ''.till the day the latter, overwhelmed 

by problems on all fronts threw in 
the towel. Abacha, if he was, an 
opportunist would have betrayed 
the interim government immedi­
ately his friend returned to Minna.

Second, General Abacha is not a 
military chauvinist. It was true that 
he was involved in Buhari regime, 
Babangida regime and Shonekan 
administration. But we should note 
two facts. None of these regimes 
was a continuation of another. 
Moreover, Abacha was never in per- 

.sonal control. His responsibility 
cannot go beyond that of collectiv­
ity. Whatever sins any one wants to 
visiton any of these regimes I cannot 
see how Abacha can be personally 
liable. He may net be a democrat, 
buthe does give democracy a chance, 
it is when democracy threatens sur­
vival that the patriotism in him, 
demands he put his life in line.

Third, I do not see him as arro­
gant or disrespectful to his superi­
ors. Apart from being reserved and 
a man of few words, Abacha is 
known torespectconstituted author­
ity. He may not agree with what his

|L_ -
Buhari: reviving his WAI dream
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assert itself.
On its part, the Central Bank has 

indicated its readiness to liquidate 
banks which cannot be rescued 
under its restructuring and revitali­
sation programme for distressed 
banks. The CBN and NDIC jointly 
take action on the banks. Although 
they have indicated their resolvenot 
to shy away from liquidating or 
taking over any bank if the situation 
warrants, it is unclear how long it 
will take them to act. As some ana­
lysts see it, political consideration 
make it impossible for the economi­
cally sound decision to be taken on 
the matter. And as the case of the 
National Bank has shown taking and 
effecting right decision might not be 
as easy as it sounds. The joke in this 
case may however, be the new 
administration's pledge to reorgan­
ise the banking industry.

By Mannir Dan-Ali

1

the rule without being detected and 
punished. Professor Adebayo Ad- 
edeji argued along the same line 
saying that the apex bank ought to

suspended fasttogettheagentsback 
to work. Even as the NP was smil­
ingly donating 100,000Naira in two 
cheques to ANLCA last week at the 
launching, the tariff sword hung 
threateningly over users of ports 
services. From all indications, the

3»

govemment-cwnei. AKr. 
rrambe- invdivei js rcr. up to 12— 
3m of me total nr™ ~ '___
merdal and merchant banks in the 1 
country, die interetumeciion  wifturf-i 

j the industry criV adds to the worry ' 
about die distressed ones. I

The tnse of a federal government j 
I owned merchant bank located at I 

ralomo in Lagos illustrate the effect I 
, of the distress now afflicting the I 
; bark. For one of its depositors, h's I 
! bluff paid off earlier this year when I 
I his threats of court action made it I 
' possible for him to withdraw his I

_____ BUSINESS & ECONOMY
mr. me , veer is 41175 million Naira. The In- I

_ ------ «-a»autuptoTDper spear General of police however3- the total firzre of 120 com-. • pointed out at a seminar on frauds 
=& ; ‘recgntlv that the figure runs into

I billions of Naira as perpetrators of 
’ rhe crimebecome more sophisticated

by the day. What is not clear is how 
far these cases of fraud contribute to I 
the distressed conditions of the I 
banks.

It is however observed by some I 
people that the Central Bank of I 
Nigeriatakestheblameforthebank's | 
problem. Mr. Osayemeh had ob-

— ..xuivuaw nis | served that the monetary authori- money trapped in the bank's invest- I ties (CBN) have not ensured the ef- 
ment certificate he had earlier pur- fective supervision and control of 
chased. A cheque earlier issued to I the financial system. This has cre- 
him for the money had bounced. I ated loopholes for banks to violate

In compliance with a holding I - 
action imposed on it by the NDIC, I 
the bank had to cut down on the 
number of its staff. It is also restrained 
from further loans and has been 
instructed to separate its good from I 
the enormous bad loans responsible 
for its distress. At a time the bank's 
managmg director along with two I 

i managing directors of other banks 
| were taken for questioning for their I 
I parts in their banks' plight. Shortly I 
I there after an acting managing di- I 
I rector was appointed for the troub- I 
I led bank. Holding action of the regu- 
I latory bodies also prevents a bank 

from advertising for deposits, buy­
ing or selling of assets without per­
mission. The affected bank is also 
required to inject additional capital. 
Citizen learnt the bank recently se­
cured a 300 million Naira loan from 
the NDIC.

As if the liquidity squeeze and 
i other indicators of distress are not 
I enough problem for the banking J 
I industry,therehasalsobeencasesof' 
I boardroom squabbles. Matters came 

to a head in some of the banks that ( 
the NDIC had to step in to restore 
sanity in the affected boards. In one i 
instance, one bank's managing di- ! 
rector was suspended to allow 
charges levelled against him inves­
tigated. This period of unease in the 
banks, also coincided with a time of 
higher cases of frauds in the banks. 
NDICannual report for 1992 showed 
that frauds in the banks during the

______________________ vuaiums rkgcop 
launches its journal amidst commendable camaraderie

F B wo quarrelling, yet in- I
B separable bedfellows 

-M. sheathed their daggers last 
Tuesday to midwife a baby of mu­
tual concern. At the Nigerian Insti­
tute of International Affairs (NI1A), 
Lagos, were the Association of Ni­
geria Licensed Customs Agents 
(ANLC A) whose official journal,The 
Customs Agents was being 
launched, and the Nigerian Ports 
Pic (NP), inevitable landlords of the 
agentsand which cannotbut always 
get a mention in the new journal.

the occasion provided a refresh­
ing camaraderie in the soured rela­
tionship between ANLCA and NP. 
For months, both bodies have been 
engaged in a face-off over new tar­
iffs. Last September, the latter drew 
the ire of the association when it 
jerked up ports tariffs by about 200 
per cent, ANLCA members 
promptly downed tools and opera- ii 
tions in the ports consequently went p----
to sleep. The new tariffs had to be ‘____________

Citizen, December 20,1993
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in the association swore it was 
through his influence and purpose­
ful leadership that ANLCA was re­
registered in 1992incompliancewith 
a provision in the company and al-

Lamido
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New clhiaiE’DMfflim £or NACB
A new chairman has 

XTX been appointed for 
Nigerian Agricultural Co­
operative Bank (NACB). 
He is Alhaji Sule Lamido. 
Hisappointmenthasbeen 
approved by the Head of 
State, General Sani 
Abacha.

He succeeded Alhaji 
Abubakar Rimi who has 
been made the minister of 
communications. Thenew 
NACB board would be 
inaugurated soon.

By Shoyebi Abayomi

________________ 35

I ance for donations in our budget." 
He bought 50 copies for the various 
units in the NCS for 50,000 Naira. 
Citizen calculated a total donation of 
749,000 Naira as reeled out by Mr. 
Ehi Aleigbe, themasterof ceremony. 
This sum of course excluded money 
collected from sales on the floor.

The birth of The Customs Agent 
was the realisation of a dream to 
have a forum where the several is­
sues affecting the clearing and for­
warding business in Nigera can be 
discussed intelligently. But ANLCA 
is even thinking further. It plans to 
transfer the academic aspect of 
educating its members from the 
pages of the journal into rigorous 
practical and theoretical sessions in 
the four walls of a classroom. Al­
ready, proposals are on the drawing 
board for the establishment of the 
Nigerian Institute'of Gearing and 
Forwarding (NICF), a school de­
signed to address and redress the 
crude areas in the operational atti­
tudes of ANLCA rank and file.

For Alhaji Kam ba, that would be 
another feather to an already col­
ourful cap. A timely registration, a 
face-off with a mighty landlord, and 
an official journal and now a school. 
Pray, whatis this president thinking 
of next?

1 JCrudeOil (January dclivcrics/barrel) 
London a) Brent (same as Bonny Light.

2) Cocoa (CIF) i) London (Mareh/tonne)
U) New York (March/tonne)

3) Tin: LondoniJScttlemcnpricc/tonnc...
4) Gold (per ounce) i) London........ „
ii) New York- - —
id) Hong Kong
5) WheatOChkago (March/bushel)

NP is determined to retain the re­
view of its chaiges.

National president of ANLCA, 
Alhaji Sani Kamba told Citizen that 

"the association is adopting a calm apivnaw 
posture over the issue now in view | lied matters decree of 1990. 
of government's on-going study of 
the contentious issue. At the height 
of the tariff palaver late September, 
a study group was commissioned 
by the former secretary for tran sport 
and aviation, Alhaji Bashir Dalhatu, 
toundertakeacomprehensivestudy 
of the cost of each of the services 
rendered by the various operators 
in Nigeria's ports. The association 
and the entire shipping community 
are hoping tha t the result of the study 
would meet the expectations of all 
the interest groups in the tariff issue. 
For the ANLCA, the strike action at 
the ports over the tariff hike was the 
loud turning point in the associa­
tion's silent march to prominence. 
Two years ago, the body went to the 
polls to elect its officers from where 
one Alhaji Sani Kamba emerged as 
president. Since then, things have 
been happening. Brimming with 
dynamism and foresight, Alhaji 
Kamba has moved ANLCA from 
the doldrums of obscurity to a le­
gally registered pressure group to 
advance thecause of customs agents 
all over Nigeria. Infact, his colleagues

.413.74 (up 0.18)
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It was also apparently on the 
strength of that influence that last 
week's launching of The Customs 
Agent was a resounding success. 
Invited to chair the occasion was the 
Wazirin Jama'a, Alhaji AliyuMuham- 
med, former secretary to the federal 
government in the General Ibrahim 
Babangida administration. And 
what a good job he made of it! 
Through soft-delivered wisecracks 
and innocuous coaxings, he steered 
proceedings beyond mere grammar 
to tall donations.

As turenci retired and Naira 
roared, the ANLCA became a lot 
more.financially comfortable. The 
heavyweight donors included Chief 
Jerry Kalu 200,000 Naira, Alhaji 
Garba Inuwa, Talba of Kano 100,000 
Naira, Mr. O.L. Odentsi 100,000 
Naira, Chief I. Chukwu 100,000 
Naira and the NP Pic 100,000 Naira. 
Even Dr. Bello Muhammed the 
comptroller-general of the Nigeria 
Customs Service (NCS), after a bril­
liantly presented address could not 
hide enough under the guise of "a 
mere civil servant with no allow-

Exchange rate and commodity monitor (Nigeria)
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35 families. According to reports, a I 
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Mitterand: French worst hit
The location has been described 

as a hot-bed of islamic fundamental­

last week. "We don't go out. My 
children are completely traumatised 
by violence."

It does not matter how secure 
you may think you are. If the guer­
rillas want you they will get you 
regardless. In the night of Tuesday, 
December 14, 12 Bosinians and 
Croats, said to be all Christians, were 
murdered in a secure compound 
close to where they worked for the 
government Hydro-electro Com­
pany, 40 miles south of the capital.

By Tawey Zakka 
with agency reports

Tfnterior minister Salim Saadi 
gl would not discuss the rising toll 

J-L(he calls it "macabre arithme­
tic") of his government's running 

i battles with militant Islamicgroups.
But reports say no fewer than 3,000 
have been killed in the last two years, 
since the government cheekily can­
celled an election that Islamic Salva­
tion Fronthad been poised to win 22 
months ago.

Now the fundamentalists have 
lengthened the dragnet to include

Algeria

Roumi, go home!
Foreigners, especially Westerners, are the latest victims 

of Algeria's "fires of insurrection"

Benjedid: started the trouble 
| foreigners, especially expatriates 
'working in the oil industry, clearly 
with the aim of crippling this main­
stay of the Algerian economy.

Thefundamentalistsdid offer Al­
geria's expatriate community an 
opportunity to pick up their bags 
and baggage and run. The ultima­
tum expired on December 1 and the 
militants went to work on foreign­
ers already frightened by the killing 
of French, Russian, Spanish and 
British na tionals livingand working 
in and around Algiers, the capital.

"We don't live anymore", a Bel­
gian woman residentof Algiers said

Citizen, December 20,1993 —January 2,1995
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I ism. The killers were said to be "u 
I identified" but the manner of tl 

killings was typical of fundamenta 
ist guerrillas: stabbing and throa 
slashing.

Ironically, the killings happene 
as Saadi, the interior minister wa 
assuring foreign workers in Orar 

, west of Algiers, that their security 
I was the government's top priority 

According to a news report, Tues 
day's killings were "unlikely tc 
convince people that govemmenl 
has a firm control on the situation 
despite mobilisation of the army, 
police and geandamarie."

And, indeed, foreigners have 
been leaving Algeria, once described 
as the most "Westernized" Arab 
country's, in droves. Foreign embas­
sies have begun evacuating non-es­
sential staff. Russia, for instance, 
which in November lost some of its 
nationals in Algiers, has ordered 200 
of them back home. Algerians, too, 
are leaving. A doctor last October 
took his wife and three children to 
France after a voice on telephone 
told him "Your shroud is almost 
ready."

The authorities initially arrested 
thousands of suspects, tried and 
sentenced some to death. But the 
stick did not seem to have worked 
themiracle they expected. Now they 
are offering the Olive branch. Last 
week the government announced 
that it was ready for talks with the 
fundamentalists, provided they 
would agree to lay down their arms. 
There has been no response from 
them.

“We don’t Jive anymore”, a Belgian 
woman resident of Algiers said last week. 
“We don’t go out. My children are com­
pletely traumatised by violence.”
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By Abu Monunoh 
with agency reports

political situation was un- 
f X the workers to go to work. 
' <er the situation reportedly 

^ro^ved shghtly in the Gabonese 
inspite of a call made by the 

r^pi^.fion political parties for a 
d _pO5 j^inistra live offices opened 

day-O’tlyn'inistryofeduca- 
^T, h^Lcided to close schools until 

-ji "e3f in view of the tense situ- 
the country.

Gabon'5 400,000 voters, the 
d fd yyas a milestone being the 

<eC^°e in 26 years since Bongo, 58, 
e ^t t^j leadership of Gabon after 

.j, of Mr. Lean Mba who had 
\e de country from independence 
i gd It was also a testof popular-
. fragmented opposition. It 

f°r, eight of the 12 opponents 
President Bongo.

1 gai^ipgle candidate uniting the 
A .^oll would have posed a far 

c,pf’£,S^erious threat to Mr. Bongo. 
ffiOte ugh, foreign election observ- 
y0th° jiapsesintheconductofthe 
gf5 n° n, ^eluding absence of indel- 
eieC*?% w piark finger to prevent 
jpic 1 je voting, incomplete voters 
tO til and late arrival of officials
regi5jrie polling stations, they how- 
ih 5° eported no election irregulari- 
e',erJjoW that itis very certain Bongo 
t»eS' etained his position, the econ- 
haS ^as to de seriously addressed. 
of1 If the economy of the country in 
W’aS a result falling oil price, 
de n'S date with the dreaded Struc-
^al Adjustment Programme pre- 
*°r-bed by die International Mone- 
sC^, Fund (IMF) is a matter of time.

vri*'OcrdC

alsoa<L M°pd 2,

^^.vy presence of security 
of angry Gabonese made 
others erected barricades 

ital’s major streets
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pespUe the Wav: 

forces, SrO“ 
bonfire, while 
on the capu-

as President Boxvi^
simV^ - 
the

\p'> <

S5%<;

'^^^^had

ws
ncement of Presi- \ • 
tar Bongo as the \ 
f December 5 presi- \ 
5 has sparked off \ 
\tral African Repub- j 
ts released on Friday 
y the electoral com- 
airman, Anti one \ 1
iyakou, who is also \ 
ster gave President \ 
per cent victory, his \ 

Reverend Father Paul 1 
s, leader of theNational 
herons Wood cutters') 
r cent of the votes. Thir- 1 
ates contested the coun- 
rvultt-party presidential 
-ce President Bongo took \ 
r in 1967. 'Last Monday \ 
constitutional court con- \ 
■resultsbut opposition said \ 
s decision was unaccept- ' 

—position candidate, father 
=ssole has declared that hc 
^authentic winner, arguing, \ 
=mment had staged an ele6' \ 
mp to rob him of his victory' \ 
— ahead to name a cabinet. 1^C \ 
—ointed professor Prior An dr® 1 
=a,his second in command *** I 
—ty as prime minister of tbc 
=1 cabinet, while 16 other 
rmemberswere also appoint6 ' 
sader also set up a high covit'c’ i 

republic bringing together a 1 
=feated opposition Candida'®®' ’ 
__ther Abessole boasted that b1 
^>at government" would surviv 
—isc he has contacts with the era
*es in the country and I
^■ted that the French Socialist P art \ 
president Francois Mitterand 5/73 , I 
■King him, including the peop'e® \ 

country, adding that the \ 
=eption was the president^ 1 
^=irds, because they are foreigne5®’ ' 
—ere have been no words from the 
^■ench authorities since the crisis

The Gabonese prime minister Ca-
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I Les Aspin said on Sunday that the 
US would pull out 2500 of its 8200 
troops in Somalia by Christmas, 
about 30 per cent of all its forces.

Mr. Aspin said that the US took 
action because of the intransigence 
of the Somalia factional leaders at 
the collapsed peace talks in Addis 
Abba. Other countries who contrib­
uted to the peace keeping in Somalia 
have indicated that they would fol­
low in the foot steps of US.

AFRICA___________________
Somalia

No meeting point

By Abu Mommoh 
with agency reports

Factional leaders remain divided on ways to end the cri­
sis in the war tom country

peace talks, had he jdened positions. 
Shortly after the talks began, Ali 

Mahdi's chief adviser, Awey Hajj 
had accused the Ethiopian authori­
ties of favouring his rival, Aideed. 
Hajj said Ethiopia had taken biased 
stand on the crisis."The Ethiopians 
want to impose a solution on us. 
They are dictating to us." he had 
complained.

overthrew the despotic Mohammed 
Siad Barre in 1991 and then turned 
the guns on each other fuelling a 
famine which killed about 300,000 
people.

Last week, the US took the first 
steps toward total withdrawal from 
Somalia. US military spokesman said 
650 soldiers based in New York State 
would be the first combat troops to 
leave as part of the withdrawal of US 
forces in Somalia by March 31, next 
year. President Bill Clinton decided 
in October to withdraw all its forces 
and called off a manhunt for fac­
tional leader, Aideed after four 
months of fighting with his militia­
men. Former secretary of defence,

Aideed and Mahdi: no agreement still

Presidertt Zenawi at a press con­
ference last week however denied 
giving preferential treatment to any 
group, stressing' that his country's 
interest is to end the senseless bloo­
dbath in Somalia. He however 
blamed the failure of the warring 
factions to resolve the crisis on the 
illusion that each group can rule the 
country through war, he added that 
the meeting was successful in so far 
as it was able to start informal dia­
logue among the factions.

Somalia has been without a 
proper government since rebels

he two week conference of 
Somalia's factions in tfie 

<=LL Ethiopian capital, Addis 
Ababa once again failed in its at­
tempt to find a political settlement 
for the war tom country. Last week 
the consultative meeting held at the 
instance of the OAU was scuttled 
followingdisagreementbetween the 
General Mohammed Farah Aideed's 
Somalia National Alliance,SNA,and 
the 12 groups loyal to his main rival, 
President Ali Mahdi Mohammed. 
On the UN brokered peace accord 
signed by all the factions in March 
1993 to form a transitional national 
government for Somalia the belea­
guered general had demanded for 
changes in the accord, particularly 
the composition of the council, a 
move interpreted by his rivals as an 
attempt to pack the council with his 
supporters.

He had also insisted on the with­
drawal of UN troops from Somalia, 
a demand that had vehemently been 
opposed by Ali Mahdi's faction who 
argued that the presence of the UN 
forces was an assurance for the sta­
bility and the reconstruction of the 
country.

In turn, Aideed's faction flayed 
the United Nations Operation in 
Somalia, UNISOM, for sabotaging 
the talks, arguing that the world body 
lobbied the anti-Aideed factionsnot 
to reach agreement. The failed talks 
described by western donors as the 
last chance to bring reconciliation 
before the US withdraws from the 
UN force in the country, was bedev­
illed from the start. Although Ethio­
pian president Moles Zenawi tried 
to bring the two main rivals to the 
Somali crisisto the negotiating table, 
they have remained in Addis Ababa 
to meet each other. Thus confirming 
that the presence of the two power­
ful men instead of hastening the



Major, yielding?
GATE which began at Punta del Esto, 
Uruguay, in September 1986. The 
117 countries tha t ha ve been in GATT 
assumed then that this final round 
of the talks will address the issues 
left over from the 1982 GATT Minis­
terial Declaration. Instead, the US 
introduced three complex new is­
sues, namely the Trade-Related 
Aspects of Intellectual Property, or 
TRIPs, Trade-Related Investment 
Measures, or TRIMs, and Trade in 
Services. TRIMs include the protec­
tion of industrial patents as well as 
music and film copyright.

Over the last seven years, most 
sticky points were resolved and the
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Round of

nage final act vras ready, except 
45O'r_“BstjCRy points of contention 
for ‘ een the US, the EU and Japan. 
het”(-ATT agreement generally 
ThCvides for a 33 cent “t « 
PT° ^1 tariffs and extends the 
ind^ment's accepted trading rules 
agr mnculture, services, textiles and 
'°natdlecwal property", all of them 
not covered by the previous agree- 

n'ec^rly last week, the Japanese 
overnmentfinaUy moved toend its 

’ troversial, 50-year old ban of rice 
•mnorts, a policy maintained by the 
former ruling Liberal Democrats at 
•^^a^ja^^e

I minister Morihiro Ho- 
sokawa was inclined to 
end the ban and allow 
limited rice imports/ 
eventually to be replaced 
by tariffs, but the largest 
party in his fragile eight­
party coalition, the Social 
Democrats, opposed the 
move. The Japanese po­
sition had been undercut 
the previous week when 
South Korean President 
Kim Young-Sam ended 
Korea's own ban on rice 
imports, despite violent 
protest from farmers who 
demonstrated in front of 
the US embassy in Seol 
and burnt the American 
flag. Infact, last Monday, 

the Liberian-registered ship Koala 
unloaded 7,560 tones of California 
.rice in Japan, the first imported rice 
to reach Japan in 18 years, allowed I 
in by the government only because 
of poor harvest caused by cold 
weathers.

All that left the final ball in the 
Euro-Americans' court. By Tuesday 
last week, Mickey Kantor and Leon 
Brittan had met seven times in four 
days to try to end the few remaining 
disagreements. Baring unforeseen 
difficulties, they should strike the 
deal by Wednesday afternoon.

By Mahmud Jega 
with agency reports

almost non-stop whose P®1"’", ^ften violent 8
-«r«va on Monday, vehemently unes- ir

'"‘^waiting reporters jerted to the f ]aSt W 
:-.? rWha^en U the dead m a sat*

lasL the GA ,
Wednesday was the deadline f0J?the

. Will the deal be stuck ^ugho^

^’.^T^i’areelyheld »P^e fartners

■ • a • : 3-told waitii „. _r  ........
"r? Progress" had been . 

i '‘ "-Mm d in the General 1 
'■-ATp'TariHsand Trade, or 

’^''riations. Within hours,
i v’^,s?P3r^ntthatMr.Suth(*r- 
'aXt k Qxaggerated it. Hanging

■ ~ ^gotiators' heads was a 
I 15, aft2Q °f Wednesday, December

be free'** **’ ^e US Congress will
i whr-n > ° rtevise the text of the treaty 
i dent B^|S^ou8ht before it by Presi- 

i de-VUP th0 conclusion of the 
I ajn-r aSt Week was continuing dis- 
I pen?'^H'bctweentheworld'smost 
I thcUc^ ^^ing nations, namely 
I issu th0 European Union. At 

co f ,V’’as ^e European refusal to 
ai^P °tely open its film, music and 

rcraft industries to American 
)rnpetition.EU tradecommissioner 

.?r ‘-COn Brittan said on Tuesday
at the US already controls 80 per 

^-nt of the European film market 
ul wants even more, something 

strenuously opposed by the culture- 
conscious French. Nor were the

mericans yielding, and on Tues- 
ay British Prime Minister John

1 lajor publicly asked President 
Clinton to permit US trade repre­
sentative Mickey Kantor more room 
Io negotiate. The Americans and 
Europeans had managed a few days 
before to resolve their differences 
over agricultural subsidies. US sub­
sidies for farm exports amount to 80 
billion dollars annually. The EU 
spends the same amount while Ja­
pan spends 50 billion dollars a year 
for the same purpose. Resolution of 
the dispu te over these subsidies took
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During the cam­
paign, he dismissed 
the US as a “bandit 
nation responsible 
for the spread of 
AIDS”

there was feverish activity at the 
party's headquarters in Moscow, 
registering new members. Zhiri­
novsky's victory immediately

WORLD ___________
Russia

the lernean Hydra
Boris Yeltsin conquered Gorbachev, Rutskoi and Khasbulatov. 

Now he has Zhirinovsky to contend with
he dismissed the US aT a "bandit 
nation responsible for the spread of 
AIDS". Zhirinovsky promised to 
reclaim all the lands of the defunct 
Russian empire, namely the 14 for­
mer Soviet republics and most of 
Poland and Finland; to restore Rus­
sian pride,end theeconomicrefonns 
of Boris Yeltsin, stop the conversion 
of military industries to civilian use, 
and crack down on crime. Zhiri­
novsky, who earlier this year dis­
patched volunteers to Iraq to help 
fight the US-led coalition, however 
told Finnish television last week that 
he does not intend to reclaim Fin­
land.

Last week, even as the "Liberal 
Democrats" victory became clear,

Z\ t first, President Boris 
Yeltsin jubilated over his

Xk victory. On Sunday, Decem­
ber 12, the day Yeltsin had set aside 
for a constitutional referendum and 
parliamentary elections following 
his crushing of the old parliament in 
October, 53 per cent of Russian vot­
ers went to the polls, or just over the 
mandatory one-half required to 
make the vote valid. Early results 
released by electoral commission 
chairman Nikolai Rybov showed 
that 60 per cent of voters approved 
the draft constitution, though the 
figure was later revised to 52 per 
cent, or just above the number 
needed to pass it.

Still, the constitution was passed, 
officially changing the country over 
to an executive presidency and with 
a lot of power vested in the presi­
dent, including the power to dis­
solve the parliament, the Duma. 
President Yeltsin had permitted no 
criticism of the draft constitution and 
did not allow it to be amended be­
fore last week's vote.

But results filtering in from the 
parliamentary elections, held the 
same day, quickly dismayed Boris 
Yeltsin. An all-night election results 
show by Russian television was 
abandoned when it became clear that 
the president was losing. By last 
Tuesday, with most results in, the 
big winner turned out to be the neo- 
fascist Liberal Democrats, founded 
four years ago by 47 year old lawyer 
Vladimir Zhirinovsky, with 24 per 
cent of the votes. Yeltsin's party, 
Russia's Choice, garnered only 15 
per cent while the Communist Party 
got 12 per cent of the votes. All in all, 
Yeltsin's ultra-nationalist and Com­
munist opponents got a total 47 per 
tent of the votes.

The man of the moment was 
Zhirinovsky, who finished third 
behind Yeltsin in the 1991 presiden­
tial elections. During the campaign,
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How about those who put all 
their,eggs in Yeltsin's leaky basket? 
US vice president Al Gore flew into 
Moscow from Kazakhstan last 
Wednesday and demanded that 
Yeltsin continue on the path of re­
forms.

By Mahmud Jega 
with agency reports

Yeltsin: a new opponent cometh 

of Poland in 1939. The Russian na­
tionalist also said recently that Rus­
sia should dump its nuclear wastes 
in the Baltic states. Not only Zhiri­
novsky's win unnerved Yeltsin last 
week. Former parliamentary oppo­
sition leader Sergei Baburin, 
staunchly anti-Yeltsin, was also 
elected into the Duma from the Sibe­
rian dty of Omsk.

Even though President Yeltsin 
said when he cast his vote on Sun­
day that he was "very optimistic", 
last week's results showed that only 
one in five of the new MP's will be 
supporters of his reform policies. 
Yeltsin's press secretary Vyacheslav 
Kotstikov said last week that /The 
president will treat the Russian elec­
tions of December 12 with respect 
and understanding." Yeltsin,hesaid, 
was prepared to work with his 
opponents "if they conduct them­
selves as serious politicians". 
Yeltsin's finance minister Boris 
Fyodorov also said last week that 
the new Duma is likely to be as con­
frontational as the old parliament 

----- luuucuiawiy and that this will jeopardise the sta- 
caused consternation in the former bility of the government. 
Sovietrepublics,towhichhesaidno How about those who put all 
more Russian aid will flow. It also 
caused unease in Europe; German 
television showed a picture of Zhiri­
novsky addressing German right­
wingers last September, where he 
said Russia and Germany should 
again "share a common border", 
recalling the Hitler-Stalin partition
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FLO Israel

Peace delayed
The vcnA awaited peace accord shifted again

jk re ex the 13 ar.d Christians, and question of bor-
ieczrrer iaaine for the , der security for Israel. Mr. Nissim

~ er CC-er: of the - — • .............
PL-C Isadi peace accord has been

izr=e er fie —-dabtias of the 
peace pr>asa The Israeli prime 
acsMer iizczi Faber, and Yessar 
Arafan iarmar ex fte Palestine 
Lberasor Organisation 'FLO; met 
in Cazr. criy co i&i the eager world 
ma: ~gr; vaHi need an other round

• Zuili, the secretary general of Isreali 
labour party said thatthepostphone-

L ment of the peace process meant 
that Israel cares about its borders.

A very disappointed Arafat, be­
lieves that the trinity of Pactum Sunt 
Servanda, that agreement must be 
kept has been betrayed by the Is­
raelis. He and his people had looked 
forward eagerly to liberation and in­

Arafat: disappointed 
dependence. He has called for an 
international force to protect Jewish 
settlers in the territory to allay Is­
raeli fears. He has called on Mr. Rabin 
to respect his honour and makesure 
that the final April 13 date is not 
violated. However, some of Mr 
Arafat’s top aides Ms Hassan 
Ashrawi, PLO spokeswoman dur­
ing the talks and Zaid Abu Zaid has 
left the organisation in anger over 
the stalled talks.

Israeli reaction to the delayed
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Rabin: cautious 
of meetings in the future and re-ex­
amine the issues at stake.

The crux of the matter still re­
mains the fate of 10,000 Palestinians 
held in Jewish jails, the size of Israeli 
army to be left behind in the occu­
pied territories, the fate of Jewish 
settlers in that territory and the size 
of Palestinian police to be established 
in the territories. There was also the 
problems of the status of Jerusalem, 
and the opening of religious places 
and shrines in the city, to muslims

talks was still one of cautiousness. 
Mr. Rabin maintains that the date 
was not sacred adding that events 
on the grounds would ultimately 
determine and shape the final out­
come of the peace process. Mr. Shi­
mon Peres, the Israeli foreign minis­
ter believes that despite the delays, 
peace would still be achieved in the 
long run.

However, in a move to stem more 
violence from Hamas and Jewish ex- 
temists, the Israeli government has 
moved massive troops to the occu­
pied territories. According to the 
chief of staff of the Israeli army, a 
historic dialogue has also been 
opened with the Hamas, although 
nothing concrete has been achieved, 
Hamas is still rejecting the peace 
package. Some sources say Hamas 
is afraid of maginalisation and b" 
relevancy in Arafat’s Palestine. The 
Ireali government believes that ter­
rorism cannot win, and that all years 
of war brought only pain. The time 
has now come for co-operation, he 
said. Despite this measure, death 
toll is on the rise.

As part of the larger peace ges­
ture, Isreali government has allowed 
deported Palestinians exiled to Leba­
non in 1991, to return to the occu­
pied territories. However, the de­
portees returned unrepentatnt and 
have vowed to intensify the struggle.

Meanwhile the Americans re­
acted coutiously to the postponed 
peace process. Warren Christopher, 
the US Secretary of State who has 
just concluded another round of 
Middle-East peace shuttle, said that, 
"if they decided they needed a few 
more days to get it right, it's alright, 
that the most important thing is to 
get it right." The US is also trying to 
get Syria to the negotiation table. 
Jordan too is being wooed.

Mr. Arafat has continued to so­
licit for international support and 
financial aid for this much expected 
peace. Hehas asked the UK to repay 

1 Palestinian 1.5billion dollars for the 
gold she took from Palestine, when 
she ruled the country during the 

r inter war years.
j By Shoyebi Ab ay omi

with agency reports
— January 2,1994
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Caldera, saying thee 
ing together around 
two years we lost oui

Chilians would want Mr. Frei to con­
tinue with the poverty alleviating policies 
of the departing government and gener­
ally increase prosperity

strongman, General Marcos Perez 
Jimenez was ousted. Since then the

former president Carlos Andres 
Perez was suspended from office 
on an allegation of misappropriat­
ing 17 million dollars. Seventeen 
candidates contested the elections.

brought in Caldera's National Con­
vergence Alliance. There was no 
doubt that Venezuelans were angry 
with the old government for allow­
ing the Venezuelan oil boom bussle 
to go burst. Disillusionment set in

Pinochet: watching

as a result of unplanned govern­
ment spending. Furthermore, the

WORLD______________________________
Venezuela/Chile

At last, a change?
Popular candidates voted into office

Social Action (Social Democrat) and 
Copei Social Christian Parties ran 
the country between them. But dur­
ing this latest election, the electorate 
deserted them in protest votes and
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-rrt was election time past week in 
0 some Latin American countries. 
J [ A sub continent which in the 

past had come to be notoriously 
noted for military coups, has now 
shelved its negative image. It seems 
democracy and 
pluralism are 
gradually taking 
roots, as con- . 
firmed by last 
week's election 
results in Vene­
zuela and Chile.

In Venezuela, 
Mr. Rafael 
Caldera, TJ, won 
the election. He 
polled about 33 
per cent of votes 
cast, this was his 
second coming. 
The importance 
of the Venezuelan 
elections was 
that, democracy 
which started 
about 33 years 
ago'has been en­
trenched.In 1958, 
the last military

ByShoyebiAbaj^ 
with agency rep^

43
^re was massive troops de^ 

nloyment on election day to fore- USsturbances.Thethreatofnuh- 
tarycoup,hovers in Venezuela,*^ 
tod been two failed coups in rtcent 

“’X opposition was conciliatory 

two years we lost our equilibrium.
Now we have got it back and 
we must keep hold of it.” 

president Caldera, has 
promised reforms; his lead- 
fl economic adviser 
Asdrubai Baptisa said that 
"our economic policy is to end 
the paradox of accelerated 
economic growth and an 
eaually accelerating decrease 
in living standards. The new 
,eEime,however,facesdaunt- 
Le tasks of constitutional re- 
forms, corruption, inflation, 
capital flight, crime and drug 
abU^mocracy was also con­
solidated in Chile Mr. Edu- 
«do Frei, 55, won the second ^pular election in frecoun- 
hX after the tenure of the milj. 

strongman, General Pi.
'Xt.PresldentPat,cioAiy- 

was the first post Pino.

S'SKSS; 
didate °t party/ defeated f0Ur 
f°rDeIin^dates indude a Roman 
other Tr Driest and right wing can. 
CathohcP ro Alessandr. 
didate Arm want m,

O^th the poverty allevi 
"■’^eiof the departing goVeril. 
ingp°h°*generally increase pros 
ment and g hile, the milita 
perity- ^Genera* Pinochet 
str°^ over the administration of 

state-
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; established

I
against corruption, injustice and i 
abuse of power. Not a supporter of I 
the lying press, Andrew Neil, editor 
of The Sunday Times of United King- I 
dom is nevertheless a defender of 
the intrusive and sensationalist 
press. He is opposed to any attempt 
to clamp down on intrusive journal­
ism believing regulatory moves 
could encourage or shield all man­
ner of bad behaviour.

The debate, which did not begin

bilkisu yusuf 
in Vienna did not end there. It 
extended or. December 3/ to

i Centre for Advanced Social Sden
I CASS at a seminar on cornipti0 '

5$ 
public' . P Ifthe 
®UrVi.VK 
scanda'5

I chall^? 
nabs®1/

* l - ------ ----------------- i I COH i. opfl W *•” , rTT"iA
, scandals resorted to sensationalism, I the hapless public as truth. Doesn't I jnteres ̂ jic an° *

or created scandals by lying, a prac- I the public have the right to know the I between P quS debate
I tice that erodes credibility and ren- I truth as distinct from fiction, more I y^e conte $ ^nto whe

ders the press impotent in the war I so when their money sustains our I shift gr°°n have tl
against corruntion. iniustice and I publications? It is a hotraval of that | „coole s °..

, they
‘ntereSsive publications must 

<"uSt have,enou8h 
expose-nterefore the 

!e facing contemporary jour- 
•! to be able to define what 

“'uH.tes this nebulous public 
' ^ind where to draw the line 

• >=- and private people.
TOe«nWntiousu^-J would then 
Vl. rounds into whether private 
people should i-.c their privacy 
invaded at all or only when doing so 
will be in the public interest. Re- 

J’—,S of how the debate ends, it is 
the duty of all journalists to prevent 
any misuse of press power through 
barefaced lies and stealthy innuen­
does employed just to antagonise 
opponents. Such practices topple de­
cency and derail the ethics of our 
honourable profession.

i sen5® 1Jia^0cCUjf1,ould,:he media

^ena^all^tai'ersonthe 

to lhe chagrin 
ha^and)op dus^'hoarelabour-

officers. Such 
done in the

which I/S'5 * euntmetaleof

Nigerian girl-

\\ the Port Harcourt based certtfe-^^s Ue ab°U‘\
\ \ editors, BayoOnanuga of TW‘ ^y ■ t/e a second \
\ \ and Tempo magazines an on I 5 "scoop" \
A \ humble self presented PaP° ujiS1 \ -f F fX/i Babangjda's I
j \ Media reporting as a tool ag I gi<3%uj<1 0 w,ed j

1 \ corruption. I -o& c I

A!------------—? *
^■^gletcns in media cupboar0 i

debate on journalism i Both presentations reinf°r \
■ ethics predates the 42nd 1 each other in their views o I 

. annual assembly of the In- \ media's role in combating c0 . aS 1 
^rnahonal Press Institute, IP1, that \ tion, and analysing the havoc1 ’
Prc^t-.gious gathering of journalists I done and is still doing to our so -r
and publishers. But it resurfaced,— 1 They however, differed in

a global response to the erosion of I views on what constitutes co.-srn. 
ethics of our profession— at the 1 tion of the ethics of journa

IPI Vienna assembly last June. One 1 Onanuga quoted Leo Rosten vw»
nf the themes discussed was intru- 1 energies which lead men inton i ;pu . er5
sion, sensationalism and the me- I papers are... the desire to start 1 of th0 ^ild v P^’fve 5t!di a. Two opposing views emerged I expose, to rationalise the I jpg nff
with Juan Luis Cebrian of Grupo I thrust of many independent °')S. I Tb 1 ppbhc , 
Prisa, Spain, condemning that sec- I While one is not opposed to e i defe® ’5
bon of the media which lies just to I ing scandals, injustices and I J
boost sales. To buttress his point I excesses,suchexposemustbe I

\ Cebrian cited the case of a Spanish 1 on truth. That of course is a s«. i
j gutter newspaper Claro which was 1 commodity in the newsroo J
1 established with the sum of 100 1 many media organisations, P

million US dollars but collapsed I lady the soft sell publication ph 
1 because it was unable to feed its larly known as junk. Themunq

readers with scandals, the sole aim I tied and indiscriminate cra™^ 
for which it came into being. But scandals leads them to aeate fi ’ some newspapers, when starved of \ intheirnewsroomsand<iishito

i CCarsJ-l------------ 1 - ’ •

publications? It is a betrayal of that i . 
trust vested in the media as society's I j 
watchdog. In contrast to Rosten's I 
desire to "startle" many journalists I godless 
would argue that "newsisthatwhich I 
is truthful, timely and in the public 1 any misuse 
interest." How much of the news ' —J 
junk papers specialise in are true 
and in the public interest?

My paper condemned their ruin­
ous mingling of falsehood with 
sensationalism, citing the case of
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A 170 million Naira witness!
PRIVATE EYE

politically to hold office, we put it 
down to sour-grapes. But is it? He's 
certainly not a Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria, which is nothing to me if 
he's competent, but more Worri­
some, he is an open advocate of the 
dismembermentofNigeriawhowill 
host constitutional talks about its 
future and not the great 
"constitutional lawyer" the press 
made us to believe! What a country, 
Nigeria

The thing is, if one insists on eq­
uity, then one must go with a clean 
hand. If the blasted nortemer has 
these dubious credentials, Femi 
Falana, Beko Ransome-Kuti and 
Gani Fawehinmi and all other 
pseudo nationalists and "human 
rights" groups would have been up 
in arms. I am waiting for them to- 
come out with the truth and call for 
Onagoruwa's removal and prosecu­
tion, at least in the moral court.

been up in arms fighting for his re­
lease. And while some are fighting 
on the pages of newspapers, there 
are these three-some including a 
former NO 2, who are attempting to 
plea-bargain for the poor fellow, the 
Nigerian way!

A birdie tells me that the prosecu­
tion has been offered a million dol­
lars and 100,000 Naira in return for 
the killing of the case. No deal, says 
the prosecution. We know the chap 
has 800,000 dollars or so salted away 
in foreign banks and over 150,000, 
000 Naira at home and you offer 
such a paltry sum?! What do you 
think we are, Church rats or what?

With so much oil money lining the 
pocket of so few, is it any wonder 
that you and I have to pay dearly in 
time and money for fuel?

Another legal victory for the 
South-West's legal prowess; the 
ousting of Chief Justice Mohammed 
Bello and the disruption of the Su­
preme Court's hierarchy to rid it of 
notan "vandals"forever.Thescheme 
was hatched by the same intolerant 
group that has now been exposed as 
bogus and self-serving.

Nobody is talking about the great 
impropriety in the appointment of 
Olu Onaguruwa as minister of jus­
tice and attorney general. It is on 
public record that the minister is 
tainted by an unresolved civil mat­
ter and that he is a cousin to the chief 
of general staff, Lt-General Oladapo 
Diya.IRemember Diya said nobody 
would be "settled?")

When some "friends" of Ona­
goruwa's circulated papers point­
ing to his incompetence morally and
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he fuel shortage in the north 
has virtually become a way 
of life. Everything has been 

tried to end it to no avail. The dis­
tance between population centres in 
the north easily lends itself to abuie 
byprofiteers,areasonwhyifsmuch 
easierforblackmarketeering to pros­
per in the north than in the south. 
Again, bridging the bulk of the fuel 
needs of the north from the ports by 
trucks, which are very scarce, is it­
self a big problem.

These are real problems, but the 
biggest one which no one wants to 
touch is corruption in high places. 
Take the case of the unaccounted for 
41,000,000 dollars for which senior 
NNPC officials, including the MD 
and some executive directors, were 
grounded before a judge in Lagos. 
The money remains unaccounted for 
but it would not be surprising if no 
one is punished for this GRAND 
THEIT'. The signs for its ultimate 
death is there even though the case 
is merely a tip of an iceberg.

Having been struck opt by the

A seasons ©£ foeteayall (2.1)
told you about the all pervad- 

T| ing prowess, monopoly and Oc­
titopus hands of legal minds in 

mtrSouth-West which thcNigerian 
Tribune bpasted about. How the 
north panicked when Chief Abiola 
looked like winning the presidential 
election. According to the Nigerian 
Tribune, phones started ringing all 
over the North aswhattodo.Among 
the options considered was an elec­
tion petition but the Notanas discov­
ered that the South-West had all the 
lawyers and judges. A win, was 
therefore unlikely.

The legal prowess of the South- 
West was proved just a few days 
later when a Lagos court declared 
Chief EmestSiionekan'sgovemment 
illegal. I had wondered loudly then 
about what other legal manipula­
tions would follow. I know.

judge, it's supposed to have since 
been transferred to a tribunal. Not 
surprisingly, however, ithas grown, 
in Nigerian parlance, a K-leg. One 
principal witness seems to have 
bribed his way out of Nigeria. A big 
independent oilman himself, he is 
reputed to own a ranch in Califor­
nia, a big house with Olympic size 
swimming pool in South Africa and 
similar pads in choicecities like Paris 
and London. It's actually the Sam­
son Option. He threatened to drag 
down all the big shots on whose 
behalf he acted if prosecution per­
sisted. Naturally those in authority 
did not want to take chances, hence 
the mysterious vanishing act of our 
star witness from Nigeria!

Not so lucky is this oth er principal 
actor who has since been under 
police care, even though in striking 
out the case, the judge went out of 
the way to order that no re-arrest be 
made until the prosecution was 
ready to prosecute. Well, if you've 
been reading the papers, you'll have 
noticed that his "countrymen" have
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what it saw as ‘tainted

the rogue Bank of Credit and Com­
merce International was closed 
down.

Fears that both the CFA and 
French francs might be devalued 
have led to a rising tide of cash.

In 1990 and 1991, at least 150
billion CFA francs (350 million

. . - r-~ ) were physically exported.
capital" was then running ata mini- Last year this rose to more than 231 
mum of two million pounds a day. billion francs. In the first six months
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dwindling! 
The CFA notes 
to West Africa ai 
begSBank of France official I

I admitted:"FxchangecontrolmWest I 
Africa does not work very well."

I (Culled from London The Observer 
26/9/93)

Need I see more? 
— Private Eye

T5 'x
ricafce 1?. !rom West Af- \ mneighbouringNigerHaad 
has's~». 'lnk m a network that ' - '— ' 
wortd^^^earsBleedingsomeof the 

' entries of theirI currency reserves.
Overthepasttwcyca.s/ 

““nets from Nigeria have t  
\ th 1°“n'ey t0 London as often 
' ZS 3 W6Ck to teke currency \ 
1 th 600 n""’on Pounds in cash to I
' tn<i“e Francais£ de I’Orient in 1 
i Berkeley Square. 1
\ Banks are discouraged from \ 
I conductinglarge-scale cashbusiness \ 
\ aS British and European '

ommunity baking regulations and 
\ law enforcement agencies, because 
i of the risk of money laundering by 
\ criminals.
I But The Observer can disclose that
1 the British authorities have closed 
I their eyes to the bap •*—. ' 
\ the risk that this might enable drug 
\ money to be laundered — Nigerian 
I drug barons are major distributors 
\ of heroin and cocaine — and the 
\ damage caused to West African

\ England was concerned 
j accounts. 1
I Although the Bank of England I 
\ was concerned at what it saw as I 
\ 'tainted business,' no action was I 
I taken, even after two major intema- I 
i V*-»—Lw»»****** UCUIVIVU Vll*i I

\ suitcase cash was too hot to handle. 1 
\ A senior bank official said: "Illegal- 1 
\ ity was hard to pin down." I
\ month, when West African states 1 

\ banned cash exports and stopp 
\ repurchasing their currency ex- 
\ changed in cash at European ban s.
I They were forced to take action 
‘ because the money flooding out 

threatened to exhaust their foreign 
exchange reserves.

What one African 1 """“dsl
blamed on "the fraudulentexportof \ pounds)

cannabis.The CFA currency would then be I 
takenbyGroup4toacurrencytothe I

• of France, which repurchased 
behalf of franc zone central 
who paid for it with their 

.foreign curren cy reserves, 
were then sent back 
md the whole cycle

in London decided the
r...  suitcase cash was too hot I ^nkof^

The cash flood stopped only last I (q handle.

banned cash c--- 
repurchasing their

be used by 
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...—.dollarayear

heroin,
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taken, even after two d”stributing " 

tional banks in London decided the I major international banks 
suitcase cash was too hot to handle. 
A senior bank official said: 'Illegal-

bleeding Africa
In the suitcase1 were I

Financiere Africaine francs, the j
mon currency of 13 former Fre . 
colonies in West Africa and accep pa, 
in neighbouring Niger??and G*1

I The CFA franc is prized beca° 
\ has been convertible into Fre q 
I francs at an artificially high rate o

, I to one, fixed since 1948. As ot , OM. - ~ ,° years, teams of I West African currencies have fal'e - I pO U.OP® id tries.orpaid
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Although the Bank of \ ferr®d„
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POETS' NEST

“Murder and death at large”
The lone ranger cowboy on the

Metamorphosis
O, what an aberration
From our dearest aspirations 
That path you depart 
That teaches honour and honesty 
And preaches decorum and mod­
esty
Our prized path.
As you leave it 
Another you tread along 
Lesser than the former by far 
Nothing it harbours 
But greed and dishonour 
Deceit and corruption.
Sheer laxity
Life's vanities
And crass ignorance 
Having overwhelmed 
Your heedless souls 
What a pity!

Mohammed Garba Bawa

Metamorphosis
Life is but a lift
Just as is wealth a gift
The wretched beggar of the noon 
Can turn
A starlight beside the moon 
wonderful could be the sun 
At dawn 
In the sky 
Diminished
It looks at dusk
Like a fly.
When the flying birds flock together 
In beautiful moods 
They enjoy the breeze 
And the swinging of the wind 
In accostic storm
They scatter like a leather 
Forgetting all the joy 
And leaning to a pillar 
Life is such a phenomenon 
To breath is to struggle 
To exist all the exits.

Mph'd Alh. Nanu Potiskum

New Nigeria
Let those who seek
For the new ways
Not weary of the beginning 
When the past is forsaken 
But only the present is taken 
With all pomps and parade 
Then to hatch that self-reliance 
Lies in the womb of the future 
Is bound in shallows.
The contents of our Daily Times 
Are mixed with import technologies 
The darkness which reveals light 
Is betrayed by the authority 
Of the long tradition 
How newly old is Nigeria?
The giant of Africa!
Lo! dress it as you will 
The goose is a goose still

Victor Offiong

Politics of changing times 
hould any nation be tired of TTie light has been kindled 

k^2vryin8t0 evolve a stable pol- [n‘the era of casualties.
Mukhtar S. 'Wakeel

rampage
The haggard Russian bear its rival 
In hate it forced to surrender 
The cowboy now swaggering ma­
cho
Its rage a serpent's venom 
Its mind full of hate and waste 
The whole world its fancy prey 
Its vanity a shame for mankind. 
Behold the bully of new world or­
der!
The tug-team of recolonisation 
Spitting a witches' cauldron of fire 
Celebrating the new NATO declara­
tion
That 'might is right" forever 
The allies' famished armies in the
rear
The kinky cowboys in the vanguard 
The thirst for blood lingers.
Spanning the globe for vengeance 
Like mesmerised rascal creatures 
untethered
The "gangho" squad charged into 
action
Their trails a spilling smell of bloody 
flood
Their war song 'global maimings 
and killings'
Their best seller 'murder and death' 
Their current album 'every nation a 
killing field'
Their classic tunes 'every animal a 
target.'

- /trying to evolve a stable pol- 
L^Pity? Should the military res­

cue our nation from the political 
drift into which politicians often 
drive it? Should politicians provide 
the military the excuse to "rescue" 
Nigeria? Answers come from the 
wisdom of poets.

The new era
The light has been kindled 
Come a new day, a redeeming day 
Though we are mourners like zom­
bies we sympathise 
The death of deceased gunners. 
Morning dew satisfies the mind 
When the^marshal music speaks, 
tanks and
Artilleries parade the joy of the new 
era 
The era of casualties.
The days of uniform, the days of 
parsimony
Wealthy though throne but beggar 
across the sea 
The image is sold 
Pen no longer speaks 
Mouth no longer writes 
Decrees and edicts everyday 
Yes' it is the reign of bullet. 
The new redeeming day has come 
Though we are mourners
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press and its

A .

rj/</,rzzrS ■- 
rz/5 <•- ver»'

- ^zz.zzs □: 7>
-'z. ~~ * ^~Z1- * -*

__ crjce er.s -zr • ir-sir.usdD-is zre 

c''^z~'z^= r.o z's.zz-.^ sucsssc^ io 
Justice BeCo, cbv-lousiy because *e 
-ext parser. ir. line ccc.es eras the 
mud- despised north.

It. all this whet is most disgust­
ing is net the half-truths and bare­
faced lies, terrible as they are. The 
most disgusting thing is the double 
standard the press has engaged in. 
Clearly what rules it applies d epend s 
on the section of die country you 
come from. If you come from the 
north or have anything to do with 
Babangida, you must be presumed j 

■ guilty of every charge until you can j 
prove yourself innocent—which is I 
hardly ever. However, if you are I 
"progressive" or a "pro-democrat" 

| then you are presumed innocent 
1 even if you’ve been found guilty' as 
i hell, if you pardon the swear word. 
| And so it was that whereas former 
; inspector-general ofpolice, Muham- 
i madu Gambo was found culpable 

for the death of a personal staff sus­
pected of stealing in his (Gambo's) 
residence, Fela Anikulapo-Kuti was 
regarded as innocent over the death 
of one of his domestic helps, who 
witnesses, and even Fela himself, 
said had been beaten into a pulp for 
allegedly stealing a few miserable 
Naira!

And so it is that we now hear all 
sorts of spurious arguments about 
justice minister, Olu Onagoruwa, not 
facing any moral dilemma or pos­
sible conflict of interest over a case 
of theft hanging over his head in the 
supreme court. The same people, 
who now say he must soldier on 
regardless, are the same ones who 
would have been toe ready to de­
nounce others as guilty even on the 
most frivolous circumstantial evi­
dence.

■’J' ano .rforrranvr, '*
■ -Jheveuid .tbef'.reard .. 

"= ‘ ’ sga! r, * ? o:,ger a ' •* - '• 
tended to abuve t?: a ' 

. h •„„„ fjr tr* rr 
''U1 paydtarly for it Wehav« ter < 
'J *bjX. our jn at 'W- v* '*■

^y.if r3rrf:Jy by ;Tg 
rules for the "er«m/'

r>thQr V;t £Of our frier^f (2) ty *■' 
:r,% half truths ard worse by 
in8 bare-faced lies.

The- favourite subject these dap/ 
course, is General Ibrahim 

Babangida. I will be the last to de- 
i fend his record as a military ruler, 

f rom before my days as the manag­
ing di rector of New NIGERIA 3 
to which heappointedme throng 
my transition days of writing a col­
umn for Today newspaper in Ka una 
to my present position as editor-in- 
chief of this magazine, I have been a 
critic of his style and stTatcS^‘ n 
these days when it is fashiona c to 
see only evil in the man I must say 
have always regarded it as a grea 
virtue in the man that he will rcma**J 
my benefactor even as 1 critici2, 
him, sometimes in strong terms.! ne 
explanation, I concluded must be in 
my style even if 1 say so "V50 * 

. Whereas some people wil 1 cntitm 
' with maliceand mischief, others wi

double standards
.,,__ , . 3» gave mat lecture

■" ^asnKomythelxstguaran- 
", ... unity but
sdeve'.cOT-er- In 
•' ^V^cure, I told the

A « *•
- ' -".'. z&i- • zzs- i-"-—ry* f 
s-'-Jed, may rave fought » “

rattcral unity and done
-f --er things for the good of
'.'.zrr;, but truth be told, it j 

.x.vz. meproblemsinthefirstplace | 

... -ttferrirgir. politics. As for de- j 
^.-.•mr ert, I argued, the military,

■■ d'-zrrzd on our resources I 
arc management of those re- .

'•ts trere of an obstacle : 

trar a facliiator.
For cay.rg all this, National 

"z^. umbrage with me and 
-a-.uga'ed me in its 'Thinking Cor­
ner." Who, it said in effect, did I

i thir.k I was, taking on the high and 
i mighty Babangida? Today, National 

Concord sees no good and speaks no 
good of the same person. How times 
have indeed changed!

Today, thesame papers for whom 
Babangida could do no wrong, are 
among those peddling half-truths 
and barefaced lies about the man. 
And since he seems to be the most 
popular game in town, the older 
papers have since been joined by 
new ones in a frenzy of circulation 
wars. Needless tosay when they are 
not engaged in Babangida — bash­
ing they are busy demonising a sec- 

| Hon of this country and blaming its
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environment

Polythene bag

The silent killer
The supposedly harmless polythene bag is dangerous to 

the environment

k Jr " 1
■ ■«

9
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By
M.B.G. Dogonyaro 

politicians for running the nation 
into a cul-de-sac as the silent killer.

Yes, all of the above are killers of 
a nation in their own rights and until 
recently, in the case of AIDS, their 
antecedents in Nigeria are much 
higher than in other contemporary 
nations of the world.

This slow but surely silent killer 
is an item we commonly but widely ■
I

“) r f the above is a question posed 
®| to selective respondents, lam 

J I sure many will not come close 
I to identifying this silent killer of our 
I nation. Not even when the victims 
i are identified as living organisms 

and the ecological nature of the en­
tire environment.

A green peace member who may 
have the misfortune of visiting La­
gos our most famous city of the 
"good, the bad and the ugly" (cour- 

| tesy of Clint Eastwood), could have 
convulsion on the sight of the count­
less European scraps known as 
Tokunkbo running the streets of the 
city emitting poisonous gases from 
both the exhausts and the front 
engines, and many a time stalling 
and breaking down which adds to 

I the problems of traffic. A second 
thought of how Nigeria could man­
age the carcasses of the numerous 
vehicles may well paralyse his 
mental bearings but he is yet to see 
the silent killer at its worst.

J Yet others may look at the grow- 
| ing gap between the rich and the 
I poor; the dwindling value of the 

Naira; the absence of discipline and
I accountability in the management 

of our economy; the endemic and 
high level of corruption which runs 
wild in the system; the escalating 
rate of crimes of all sorts; and other 
social ills of no lesser debilitating 
nature as the silent killer(s) of our 
nation.

The night crawler may come to 
his wits end when he thinks of the 
dreaded killer disease, AIDS, espe­
cially when prostitution is on the 
increase, to give it the leading role; 
while the comic may see the endless 
play of musical chairs between the 
armed forces politiciansand civilian

Tafida: health minister

use in our everyday lives. It is, virtu­
ally in every household of both 
urban and rural habitation. We use 
it to store food items as well as use it 
as a transparent container for sale­
able food items (both liquid, solid or 
pieces). It is, also, widely used as 
shopping bags. I am referring to 
polythene bags, and if you should 
have a mild rebuke at me for taking 
you on what you might say "a wild 
goose chase," please bear with me
____________________

and also take a look around you.
Polythene bag is a by-product of 

petroleum. It looks simple but it is 
almost indestructible. It could either 
be destroyed by natural process nor 
by simple combustion such as burn­
ing or incinerating It has very lim­
ited usage and no after usage value 
at all.

In clinical terms, it offers protec­
tion to the items it contains, which 
may be said to provide health care 
and safety but such premium is only 
achieved on a par by the highly 
developed countries. For develop­
ing countries like Nigeria, the haz­
ard the bag brings to bear on the 
citizens and the environment is by 
far greater than its benefits.

Since my return from five and 
half years of foreign service, I have 
been taking note of these bags lit­
tered all over on major cities with 
great concern but my recent drive 
from Kaduna to Kano, via Jos, Bauchi 
and Maiduguri has turned my con­
cern to nightmares. Everywhere I 
looked had polythene bags scattered 
indiscriminately and when I took a 
drive within Kano metropolis, I 
could see some parts totally sub­
merged in this ghastly waste.

This carelessly thrown wastes are 
not only an eye sore, but truly killers 
of any living organ. All lives whether 
in the air, on the surface, below the 
sea, and underground, depend on 
air and the absence of or denial of it 
will result in ultimate death. Conse­
quently, when the environment is 
highly polluted and ecology de­
stroyed, life ceases to exist, and this 
is what polythene bag and its mates 
are doing to us.

An estimate of the usage of poly­
thene bags and its related products 
per day is put at a unit of 20 million. 
In a year, the total comes to7.3 bil­
lion. In 50 years and using the same 
ratio, the total will be a staggering 
figure of 365 billion and believe it or 
not, this quantity is enough to cover 
the entire open surfaces of Lagos 
metropolis, Ibadan, Kano and Port 
Hai court.
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b*’ fact5te paperbags foraIl

guhar\ ap ag cOmmumties. Envi- 
up 'V‘L vari° tation laws must als0 
va'^cotal^ re.enforced and ap_ 
k’c2te'^^i°Uthly sanitation day 

pli<Tha ‘nOaintained but its opera- 
id b® shouW be expanded 

sl'°Umetb°dS. m this regard, local 
tiVA rego'a nthorities should take 

vernroent!tiveand control of the 
^^the day and the actual 
brtivit>e5 Luld be conducted on 
aeries ^pasis in the local gov- 
ward by "^1 ublic places such as 
ernnnents- ita]s and institutions 
markets, « r old have their opera- 
of learning ]d dean them very 
tors who day
well on tn blem which has to be

Ona •«’tfiat Of the disposal of the 
"^collected and this must be 
"Xiresscd in earnest. Indeed, the 

•add !mn of disposal units is as 
1 imperative as fighting to collect the 
' waste but for this indestructible 

polythene waste, my simple recom­
mendation to the federal govern­
ment is to ban the production of it 
entirely. This suggestion is certainly 
not out of place bearing in mind that 
countries like Singapore have 
banned the production of the sup­
posedly harmless candy—the chew­
ing gum.

^‘y.laikofmaint^ 'vith>n °r 
^^Peetfortherule^cu?^ 
w*»Vi ws of Statute naturea 
Vk>ti r°nment and the a^,r,'ing Q d
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How do we fight this phenomenal haz­
ards? The answer lies in our collective 

resolve and the effective inputs of all the 
tiers of government.
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HlVdoes not cause AIDS?
New doubts over AIDS infection as HIV test declared invalid

[health

ITTfxl he "AIDS test" is sdentifi- 
M M cally invalid and incapable
J I of determining whether 

people are really infected with HIV, 
according to a new report by a team 
of Australian scientists who have 
conducted the first extensive review 
of research surrounding the test.

Doctors should think again about 
its use, say the authors. "A positive 
HIV status has such profound im­
plications that nobody should be 
required to bear this burden with­
out solid guarantees of the verity of 
the test and its interpretation," they 
conclude.

The findings, likely to cause in­
tense debate in the medical frater­
nity and anguish for many HIV­
positive people, are contained in an 
article published by the respected 
science journal, Bio Technology.

Many people who appear to be 
infected with HIV, say the research­
ers, can be suffering from other 
conditions such as malaria or mal­
nutrition that produce a positive 
result in the test. Even flu jabs can 
produce the same effect. As a result, 
predictions by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) that millions 
are set to die because of being HIV­
positive may be wildly inaccurate.

The paper also lent powerful sup­
port to the theory, held by growing 
numbers of scientists, that HIV is 
not the true cause of AIDS. One of its 
authors, Eleni Elcopulous, a bio- 
physicistat the Royal Perth Hospital 
says "There is no proof that people 
labelled as ‘ HIV-positive' are in­
fected with such a retrovirus. We 
should really question the role of 
'HIV' in the causation of AIDS." 
Overall, the findings "mean the tests 
have not been scientifically evalu­
ated", she said.

The authors say that neither of 
the two main HIV tests used have 
been adequately checked for accu- 
Citizen, December 20,1993 — January 2,1995

It claims the total will reach 30-40 
million by the year 2,000, and that 
most will eventually contract AIDS.

Developing countries are said to 
face the biggest threat, with Africa 
alone already having an estimated 8 
million HIV-infected people. How­
ever, according to the Bio Technology 
report, these are the countries most 
unreliable because of widespread ill- 
health caused by other diseases. 
Severe malnutrition and multiple 
infections are especially likely to 
produce a misleading result in the 
test. Claims that current AIDS test 
are virtually 100 per cent accurate 
are based dn studies of healthy sub­
jects.

Eleopulous said that the paper, 
which underwent detailed scrutiny 
by other experts, concentrates on 
the shortcomings of one of two main 
categories of "AIDS test" known as 
"western blot",generally considered 
the more definitive of the two.

However, she said doubts were 
even stronger over the validity of 
the other test, called Elisa. This is 
usually administered first but is 
widely acknowledged to carry a high 
risk of false-positives.

Screening with Elisa in Russia in 
1991 produced 30,000 positive tests, 
of which only 66 were confirmed 
using western blot. In the United 
States, a study among military ap­
plicants produced 6,000 individuals 
with an initially positive but subse­
quently negative Elisa test.

Dr. Philip Mortimer, of the virus 
reference division at Britain's Public 
Health Laboratory Service, accepted 
that some fair points, about the 
weakness of the western blot had 
been made, but he rejected claims 
that Elisa was even worse. He main­
tained that tfie situation described 
in the article was not typical of this 
country, where there is less reliance 
on western blot.

An initial positive test would be 
followed by a combination of differ­
ent Elisa tests, although sometimes 
including western blot and a test of 
a follow-up specimen. Sai4 Mor- 
timer. "Only if the positive reactions

i racy. These tests rely on detecting 
antibodies to HIV in blood samples. 
But people whose immune systems 
have been activated by several other 
conditions, including tuberculosis 
and multiple sclerosis, can trigger 
the same reaction, giving a false 
positive result.

Promiscuous homosexual men, 
illicit drug users, multiple blood 
transfusion recipients — such as 
haemophiliacs — and people sub­
ject to multiple infections become 
increasingly liable to give positive 
result the longer their immune sys­
tem is weakened, regardless of HIV.

To have confidence in antibody 
tests, they must first be validated by 
having their results checked against 
a "gold standard" — that is, isola­
tion of the virus itself. However, this 
had never been done with the AIDS 
test. The report adds that a proce­
dure used to confirm the validity of 
diagnostic tests by looking for a vi­
rus's genetic material has also been 
shown to produce false results and 
cannot be considered as synony­
mous with isolating the virus.

The AIDS test looks for the detec­
tion of protein called 24, generally 
considered the equivalent of isolat­
ing the virus. However, it has been 
detected in one out of 150 healthy 
individuals, 13 per cent of people 
suffering from warts — a condition 
that signals a weakened immune 
system—and 41 per cent of patients 
with multiple sclerosis, another 
immune system disorder.

Heavy exposure to sperm can 
also set up an antibody reaction, 
especially when entering the body 
through intercourse. It is another 
probable source of false-positives.

The WHO, which is seeking an 
exh-a £2 billion a year for its AIDS 
prevention programme, estimates 
that about 14 million people have 
been infected with HIV worldwide.
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tion of AZT. If successful, sales could 
be boosted by up to £2 billion annu­
ally.

The article at the centre of the 
row was published on Thursday in 
an American medical journal. It was 
based on a study carried out for 
Wellcome in Australia and a num­
ber of European countries, mainly in 
the late 1980s.

According to the researchers, 
AZT halved the rate at which AIDS- 
related diseases developed; they 
urged extending the use of the drug 
to HIV-positive individuals who 
were otherwise healthy. If imple­
mented, this would multiply by

: many times Wellcome's £250 mil- 
: lion market for the product.

The researchers' conclusions 
contradicted findings from the

I world's biggest study conducted on 
behalf of the British and French 
governments and released four 
months ago. This, the "Concorde 
trial", found that AZT (or zidovud­
ine) had no effect in preventing 
AIDS.

As The Sunday Times reported in 
May, Wellcome's financial domi­
nance of AIDS science and treat­
men t mean s it is seldom criticised by 
doctors or AIDS organisations. But 
Concorde researchers were the first 
specialists to break ranks over 
Wellcome's role.

Professor Lan Weller, of the 
Middlesex Hospital in London, who 
was chairman of the Anglo-French 
study, said research of the sort pub­
lished last week was aimed more at 
raising sales than knowledge. 
"Company trials are very mbch 
product-oriented", he said. "Gov­
ernment-sponsored studies are 
trying to answer bigger questions."

Weller — whose previous aca-
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curred with all other test t£ the drug.
Arm Marie Swart, a ruusuisut at 

the Medical Researrh. Ccr—.hl'sHIV 
clinical trials, said spe-.a .-ts had 
seen and discounted the "new" re­
search mere than IS months ago. 
"This paper is very mislaa dir.gshe 
said. "It's a Wellcome trial. That's 
actually one of the problEns."

The latest research was led by 
Professor David Cooper at St- Vin­
cent's Hospital in Sydney and has 
been circulated by Wellcome since 
early last year. Cooper is a familiar 
face on the company-sponsored 
conference circuit and has been 
provided with media services bv its 
public relations firm.

Cooper's work is helpful to the 
company because it supports an 
extension of the drug's vital Euro­
pean licence. This restricts AZT to 
patients with clear symptoms of 
AIDS. Although Britain and France 
are committed to these controls, 
Cooper has collaborators in five other 
community countries which may 
now see it differently.

However, there is growing evi­
dence that the tide is turning against 
AZT. In June a federal panel of ex­
perts in the United States, convened 
by the Food and Drug Administra­
tion, tightened advice on the drug's 
prescription. At its meeting, Coo­
per's paper was considered and its 
broad conclusions rejected.

Concorde counted 67 AIDS-re­
lated deaths among trial participants 
who took a placebo against 79 among 
those who took AZT. "There's been 
a huge change in the last year or so," 
said Weller, who believes doctors 
should ignore the company's claims

"What we've seen as a result — 
not only of Concorde, but of recent 
trials in the United States — is that 
it's dawning on people that the drugs 
we have are not useful."

Culled from London’s The Sunday 
- ------------------------- Times 0/1/8/1993
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The findings have already led to 
i a call by the /Vctv York Native, ar. 
i influential gay nev/spaper, for legal 

action against the American gov­
ernment by relatives of people who 
have killed themselves, or suffered . 
toxic effects from taking the anti- i 
viral drug AZT, as a result of posi- : 
tive HIV tests.

Charles Ortleb, the editor, said: 
"If the test doesn't work and if people 
really don't know that they are in­
fected, the whole thirg needs to be 
rethought."

Wellcome, the drug company 
that dominates AIDS research, is 
facing fierce criticism from doctors 
after it tried to overturn government 
sponsored research. This found that 
AZT, the anti-AIDS drug, does not 
prevent the disease.

In a move without precedent 
since the drug appeared on the 
market six years ago, AIDS special­
ists have attacked the manufacturer, 
phey have accused Wellcome re­
searchers of misleading the scien­
tific community following the pub­
lication of a report that appeared to 
sh0W AZT was effective in AIDS _
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Polythene bag

The silent killer
The supposedly harmless polythene bag is dangerous to 

the environment

By
M.B.G. Dogonyaro 

politicians for running the nation 
into a cul-de-sac as the silent killer.

Yes, all of the above are killers of 
a nation in their own rights and until 
recently, in the case of AIDS, their 
antecedents in Nigeria are much 
higher than in other contemporary 
nations of the world.

This slow but surely silent killer 
is an item we commonly but widely
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and also take a look around you.
Polythene bag is a by-product of 

petroleum. It looks simple but it is 
almost indestructible. It could either 
be destroyed by natural process nor 
by simple combustion such as burn­
ing or incinerating It has very lim­
ited usage and no after usage value 
at all.

In clinical terms, it offers protec­
tion to the items it contains, which 
may be said to provide health care 
and safety but such premium is only 
achieved on a par by the highly 
developed countries. For develop­
ing countries like Nigeria, the haz­
ard the bag brings to bear on the 
citizens and the environment is by 
far greater than its benefits.

Since my return from five and 
half years of foreign service, I have 
been taking note of these bags lit­
tered all over on major cities with 
great concern but my recent drive 
from Kaduna to Kano, via Jos, Bauchi 
and Maiduguri has turned my con­
cern to nightmares. Everywhere I 
looked had polythene bags scattered 
indiscriminately and when I took a 
drive within Kano metropolis, I 
could see some parts totally sub­
merged in this ghastly waste.

This carelessly thrown wastes are 
not only an eye sore, but truly killers 
of any living organ. All lives whether 
in the air, on the surface, below the 
sea, and underground, depend on 
air and the absence of or denial of it 
will result in ultimate death. Conse­
quently, when the environment is 
highly polluted and ecology de­
stroyed, life ceases to exist, and this 
is what polythene bag and its mates 
are doing to us.

An estimate of the usage of poly­
thene bags and its related products 
per day is put at a unit of 20 million. 
In a year, the total comes to7.3 bil­
lion. In 50 years and using the same 
ratio, the total will be a staggering 
figure of 365 billion and believe it or 
not, this quantity is enough to cover 
the entire open surfaces of Lagos 
metropolis, Ibadan, Kano and Port 
Harcourt.

Tafida: health minister

use in our everyday lives. It is, virtu­
ally in every household of both 
urban and rural habitation. We use 
it to store food items as well as use it 
as a transparent container for sale­
able food items (both liquid, solid or 
pieces). It is, also, widely used as 
shopping bags. I am referring to 
polythene bags, and if you should 
have a mild rebuke at me for taking 
you on what you might say "a wild 
goose chase," please bear with me

“] r* f the above is a question posed 
bl to selective respondents, I am 

J I sure many will not come close 
to identifying this silent killer of our 
nation. Not even when the victims 
are identified as living organisms 
and the ecological nature of the en­
tire environment.

A green peace member who may 
| have the misfortune of visiting La- 
| gos our most famous city of the 
j "good, the bad and the ugly" (cour­

tesy of Clint Eastwood), could have 
convulsion on the sight of the count­
less European scraps known as 
Tokunkbo running the streets of the 
city emitting poisonous gases from 

I both the exhausts and the front 
engines, and many a time stalling 

I and breaking down which adds to 
I the problems of traffic. A second 
1 thought of how Nigeria could man­

age the carcasses of the numerous 
I vehicles may well paralyse his 
I mental bearings but he is yet to see 
I the silent killer at its worst.

Yet others may look at the grow- 
| ing gap between the rich and the 

poor; the dwindling value of the 
Naira; the absence of discipline and 
accountability in the management 
of our economy; the endemic and 
high level of corruption which runs 
wild in the system; the escalating 
rate of crimes of all sorts; and other 
social ills of no lesser debilitating 
nature as the silent killer(s) of our 
nation.

The night crawler may come to 
his wits end when he thinks of the 
dreaded killer disease, AIDS, espe­
cially when prostitution is on the 
increase, to give it the leading role; 
while the comic may see the endless 
play of musical chairs between the 
armed forces politiciansand civilian
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How do we fight this phenomenal haz­
ards? The answer lies in our collective 

resolve and the effective inputs of all the 
tiers of government.

_ ______
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common in any de- \^Vuff^«>cie*'y3ustasasYvowof ' 
affluence in midst of abject pov- \
elty is obscenely vulgar, so also the \
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to establish an environmental * \
tation campaign running ‘or ZjC- \ 
riod of 50 years as well as mu , \

\ My pwposaHo, ***>—SV—>. ' 

\ of campaign was informed by^ 
\ simple adage which says
\ hard." Any habit which h^ 
\ built through the ages, q( 
\ fought by an equal numbe 
\ riod among the grown- p.. 
\ infuses its influence m the up 
\ ing generations and eventu V 
\'Jrnes part of their cidtu^^ 
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\ ingexperienceIhadvntha
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..wugn uncon- \— management. \ Nigeria might have taken some \ 
few progressive steps forward since \ 
independence, but it was certainly ' 
fnuch cleaner and beautiful 20 years 
ago tnan now. In other words, our 
current efforts towards environ­
mental sanitation is one of diminish- 
ing returns, and this spells doom for 
the society. Indiscipline within the 
society,lack of maintenance culture, 
disrespect for the rules of nature and 
the laws of statute governing our 
environment and the abdication of 
the common responsibilities of indi­
vidual members of any given com­
munity towards keeping our sur­
roundings clean and tidy; com­
pounded our problems.

The only singular effort of 
i magnitude seen in the last 10 years, 
> was the introduction or rather the 

imposition of WAI - War Against 
i ^discipline —on the citizens by the 

Buhari/ldiagbon regime and the 
monthly "sanitation day" which is 
carried out to date but without any ’ 0(itsoriginalsubstances.lndeedthis 
^rose has become not only a nui-

dean; pred' ■ 
‘ es® were supreme ■

se;e!S^3, e25Uy ovenvhelm -----
v/t^ ncl t this Iadywho was
fi<* this Se,t’l,of0ffida!s;mywife 
&& „eeb <,ar,y°tC)ti1yobllviousof 

iva® funding, as she 
itlTrr’y^ fi^ntpieces of chicken 
at’dnlagnLr'gJ,r of a snack kiosk 
this' L fiooat we had all been
Wnes o'?‘fat*paper bags for all 

ffiy^6 would mveh ‘,he,m,bUt even I

neW T^y ttl,nthc>r effort may lade 
i5 'itice cf5 of the regime of 
V/A^an u they have to come
thec°C/ldiaSb°d'a whi<* can moti- 
Buba^h a” aged miniunities. Envi- 
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be Ia sanitation day
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both them',B day and the actual
activities of be conducted on 
activities sn basjs jn the loca| gQv 
ward by'va biic places such as 
emments. jtajs and institutions 
markets, n ^u)d have their opera- 

. of learning d clean them very 
tors who v

' WC<-me bi'c problem which has t° be 
tacX.Xtofthedisposa^fhe 
waste collected and this must be 
addressed in earnest. Indeed, the 
provision of disposal urnts is as 
imperative as fighting to collect the 
waste, but for this indestructible 
polythene waste, my simple recom­
mendation to the federal govern­
ment is to ban the production of it 
entirely. This suggestion is certainly 
not out of place bearing in mind that 
countries like Singapore have 
banned the production of the sud- 
posedly harmless candy—the chew­
ing gum.
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HlVdoes not cause AIDS?
New doubts over AIDS infection as HIV test declared invalid

Health
It claims the total will reach 30-40 
million by the year 2,000, and that 
most will eventually contract AIDS.

Developing countries are said to 
face the biggest threat, with Africa 
alone already having an estimated 8 
million HIV-infected people. How­
ever, according to the Bio Technology 
report, these are the countries most 
unreliable because of widespread ill- I 
health caused by other diseases. 
Severe malnutrition and multiple 
infections are especially likely to 
produce a misleading result in the 
test. Cairns that current AIDS test 
are virtually 100 per cent accurate 
are based dn studies of healthy sub­
jects.

Eleopulous said that the paper, 
which underwent detailed scrutiny 
by other experts, concentrates on 
the shortcomings of oneof twomain 
categories of "AIDS test" known as 
"western blot", generally considered 
the more definitive of the two.

However, she said doubts were 
even stronger over the validity of 
the other test, called Elisa. This is 
usually administered first but is 
widely acknowledged to carry a high 
risk of false-positives.

Screening with Elisa in Russia in 
1991 produced 30,000 positive tests, 
of which only 66 were confirmed 
using western blot. In the United 
States, a study among military ap­
plicants produced 6,000 individuals 
with an initially positive but subse­
quently negative Elisa test.

Dr. Philip Mortimer, of the virus 
reference division at Britain's Public 
Health Laboratory Service,accepted 
that some fair points about the 
weakness of the western blot had 
been made, but he rejected claims 
that Elisa was even worse. He main­
tained that tfie situation described 
in the article was not typical of this 
country, where there is less reliance 
on western blot. |

An initial positive test would be 
followed by a combination of differ­
ent Elisa tests, although sometimes 
including western blot and a test of 
a follow-up specimen. Said Mor­
timer. "Only if the positive reactions

racy. These tests rely on detecting 
antibodies to HIV in blood samples. 
But people whose immune systems 
have been activated by several other 
conditions, including tuberculosis 
and multiple sclerosis, can trigger 
the same reaction, giving a false 
positive result.

Promiscuous homosexual men, 
illicit drug users, multiple blood 
transfusion recipients — such as 
haemophiliacs — and people sub­
ject to multiple infections become 
increasingly liable to give positive 
result the longer their immune sys­
tem is weakened, regardless of HIV.

To have confidence in antibody 
tests, they must first be validated by 
having their results checked against 
a "gold standard" — that is, isola­
tion of the virus itself. However, this 
had never been done with the AIDS 
test. The report adds that a proce­
dure used to confirm the validity of 
diagnostic tests by looking for a vi­
rus's genetic material has also been 
shown to produce false results and 
cannot be considered as synony­
mous with isolating the virus.

The AIDS test looks for the detec­
tion of protein called 24, generally 
considered the equivalent of isolat­
ing the virus. However, it has been 
detected in one out of 150 healthy 
individuals, 13 per cent of people 
suffering from warts — a condition 
that signals a weakened immune 
system—and 41 per cent of patients 
with multiple sclerosis, another 
immune system disorder.

Heavy exposure to sperm can 
also set up an antibody reaction, 
especially when entering the body 
through intercourse. It is another 
probable source of false-positives.

The WHO, which is seeking an 
exh-a £2 billion a year for its AIDS 
prevention programme, estimates 
that about 14 million people have 
been infected with HIV worldwide. |

d-'i -p.i he "AIDS test" is sdentifi- 
II’' cally invalid and incapable

JB of determining whether 
people are really infected with HIV, 
according to a new report by a team 
of Australian scientists who have 
conducted the first extensive review 
of research surrounding the test.

Doctors should think again about 
its use, say the authors. "A positive 
HIV status has such profound im­
plications that nobody should be 
required to bear this burden with­
out solid guarantees of the verity of 
the test and its interpretation," they 
conclude.

The findings, likely to cause in­
tense debate in the medical frater­
nity and anguish for many HIV­
positive people, are contained in an 
article published by the respected 
science journal, Bio Technology.

Many people who appear to be 
infected with HIV, say the research­
ers, can be suffering from other 
conditions such as malaria or mal­
nutrition that produce a positive 
result in the test. Even flu jabs can 
produce the same effect. As a result, 
predictions by the World Health 
Organisation (WHO) that millions 
are set to die because of being HIV­
positive may be wildly inaccurate.

The paper also lent powerful sup­
port to the theory, held by growing 
numbers of scientists, that HIV is 
not the true cause of AIDS. One of its 
authors, Eleni Eleopulous, a bio- 
physicistatthe Royal Perth Hospital 
says "There is no proof that people 
labelled as ' HIV-positive' are in­
fected with such a retrovirus. We 
should really question the role of 
'HIV' in the causation of AIDS." 
Overall, the findings "mean the tests 
have not been scientifically evalu­
ated", she said.

The authors say that neither of 
the two main HIV tests used have 
been adequately checked for accu- 
Citizen, December 20,1993 — January 2,1995
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Ann Marie Swart, a consultantat 
the Medical Research Council's HIV

| clinical trials, said specialists had 
i seen and discounted the "new" 
, search more than 18 months ^ago* 
■ 'This paper is very misleading," she 
I said. "It's a Wellcome trial. That’s 

actually one of the problems."
The latest research was led by 

: Professor David Cooper at St. Vin- 
1 cent's Hospital in Sydney and has 

been circulated by Wellcome since 
early last year. Cooper is a familiar 
face on the company-sponsored 
conference circuit and has been 
provided with media services by its 
public relations firm.

Cooper's work is helpful to the 
company because it supports an 
extension of the drug's vital Euro­
pean licence. This restricts AZT to 
patients with clear symptoms of 
AIDS. Although Britain and France 
are committed to these controls. 
Cooper has collaborators in five other 
community countries which may 
now see it differently.

However, there is growing evi­
dence that the tide is turning against 
AZT. In June a federal panel of ex­
perts in the United States, convened 
by the Food and Drug Administra­
tion, tightened advice on the drug's 
prescription. At its meeting, Coo­
per's paper was considered and its 
broad conclusions rejected.

Concorde counted 67 AIDS-re­
lated deaths among trial participants 
who took a placebo against 79 among 
those who took AZT. "There's been 
a huge change in the last year or so," 
said Weller, who believes doctors 
should ignore the company's claims.

"What we've seen as a result — 
not only of Concorde, but of recent 
trials in the United States — is that 
if s dawning on people that the drugs 
we have are not useful."

Culled from London's The Sunday
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He believed there was no evi- 
oenoe that people had beer falsely 
told in Britain that trey were HIV- 
positive.

The findings rave been wei-

Wellcome in Australia and a num- | 
ber of European countries, mainly in . 
the late 19&s.

According to the researchers, 
AZT halved the rate at which AIDS- 
relate’d diseases developed; they 
urged extending the use of the drug 
to HIV-positive individuals who 
were otherwise healthy. If imple­
mented, this w-ould multiply by 
many times Wellcome's £250 mil­
lion market for the product.

The researchers' conclusions 
contradicted findings from the 
world's biggest study conducted on 
behalf of the British and French 
governments and released four 
months ago. This, the "Concorde 
trial", found that AZT (or zidovud- j 
ine) had no effect in preventing 
AIDS.

As The Sunday Times reported in 
May, Wellcome's financial domi­
nance of AIDS science and treat­
ment means it is seldom criticised by 
doctors or AIDS organisations. But 
Concorde researchers were the first 
specialists to break ranks over 
Wellcome's role. ’

Professor Lan Weller, of the 
Middlesex Hospital in London, who 
was chairman of the Anglo-French 
study, said research of the sort pub­
lished last week was aimed more at 
raising sales than knowledge. 
"Company trials are very much 
product-oriented", he said. "Gov­
ernment-sponsored studies are 
trying to answer bigger questions."

Weller — whose previous aca- |__________________Times of 1/811993
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prevention- uenuc post was /
Leair.g docxrs expressed out- ! Wellcome Trust, parent of the drug 

rage at what some regarded as a manufacturer — said that if Con- 
puhucr^ations stunt by Wellcome. I '

Trecompany'sstudy.they said, was 
old,flawed in its methodology and 
had been terminated before anything

Ire findings rave seen n,t«.lL.gfulco-Jdbcrcpcrmd.Thmr 
corned by Professor Peter Oresberg, • anger comes at a aitica! time for the 
atopAmentan'drologistwhomair.- r—.... 
tains that HF.' is rot the cause of 
AIDS. He said the evidence helped 
to explain how "a false correlation- 
had beer, found between "HIV" 
antibodies ard A IDS.

The whole virus hypothesis of 
AIDS is based on this correlation," 
he said. "Its proponents have noth- 

-----  orhornhv I-TTV
could dothedamageattributed toit, t 
no animal test, no cure, no vaccine, 
no virus activity .They ha ve nothing 
conventional in terms of virus-dis­
ease argument, except this correla­
tion with antibodies. If this study is 
correct, and I ha ve no reason to doubt 
it, it means that even that is now 
falling apart”.

The findings have already led to 
a call by the New York Native, an 
influential gay newspaper, for legal 
action against the American gov­
ernment by relatives of people who 
have killed themselves, or suffered 
toxic effects from taking the anti­
viral drug AZT, as a result of posi­
tive HIV tests.

Charles Ortleb, the editor, said: 
I "Ifthetestdoesn'tworkandifpeople 

really don't know that they are in­
fected, the whole thirg needs to be 
rethought."

Wellcome, the drug company 
that dominates AIDS research, is 
facing fierce criticism from doctors 
afterittried to overturn government 
sponsored research. This found that 
AZT, the anti-AIDS drug, does not 
prevent the disease.

In a move without precedent 
since the drug appeared on the 
market six years ago, AIDS special­
istshave attacked the manufacturer. 
They have accused Wellcome re­
searchers of misleading the scien­
tific community following the pub­
lication of a report that appeared to 
show AZT was effective in AIDS

2r.2erccm.es
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NSC usurps

Super Eagles: what chance in the World Cup?

following moves embarked upon by 
the new top men at NSC to remove 
some members of the country's foot­
ball governing body and replace 
them with their own men. But recent 
happenings over who should repre­
sent Nigeria at the World Cup draw 
conducted on Sunday December 19, 
at Las Vegas, US, actually brought to 
the fore the silent rift between NSC 
and NFA. Citizen learnt from one of 
the deputy directors at NSC who 
declined attribution, that .NFA ini­
tially drew up a list of people to 
represent Nigeria at the draw. The 
list was made up of NFA chairman, 
the secretary general, Eagles' techni­
cal adviser, Clement Westerhof and

Westerhof: disapppointed 
the chairman of the association's 
technical sub-committee.

When the list was submitted to 
the NSC however for clearance, 
Citizen gathered that the sports 
commission felt slighted that the 
football ruling house compiled a list 
without first seeking clearance from 
it. NFA list was therefore thrown 
into the waste basket. NSC re­
sponded by telling NFA that only 
one person, the association's chair­
man was approved to travel on the 
ground of the new military govern­
ment's restriction on trips outside 
the coun try by government officials. 
Surprisingly, however, NSC came 
out with their own list. Heading the 
list was NSC chairman Chief 
Akinwunmi who earlier on said that 
Super Eagles technical adviser 
Westerhof had no business going to 
US for the draw..He was to be ac­
companied by the commission's 
public relations officer, Alhaji Abba 
Yola. Already one of the commis­
sion's director, Dr. Amos Adamu 
was already in US more than a week 
before the draw.

A top staff of NSC who spoke to 
Citizen on condition of anonymity, 
believes that the NSC chairman and 
the director general might have put 
in place a covert master plan to frus­
trate NFA from carrying out its 
functions effectively. He further told

(■- \

NFA’s job
A silent but dangerous rift between NSC and NFA 

could destroy Nigeria's preparation for the Nations 
Cup and the World Cup

n crisis bf confidence or a 
silent rift that could spell 
disaster for Nigeria's par­

ticipation in next year's World Cup 
finals in United States of America, is 
brewing between Nigeria Football 
Association, NFA and the National 
Sports Commission, NSC. The mu­
tual suspicion began following the 
change of guard that brought Chief 
Silvanus Akinwunmi and Alhaji 
Babayo Shehu to the NSC as chair­
man and director general respec- 

| tively to replace Chief Alex Akinyele 
and Alhaji Habibu Aliyu.

Citizen investigations revealed 
that uneasy calm descended over 
NFA board members and staffers
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“I believe there is a subtle policy by the 
NSC to assume complete control of NFA 
and render it useless by usurping its func­
tions

SPORTS

■

usurp the functions of NFA or frus­
trate it from smooth functioning is 
the danger of derailing Nigeria's 
preparation for Africa Nations Cup 
in Tunisia and the World Cup in 
United States, US, in March and 
June next year respectively. Citizen

matches with countries that are not 
drawn in the same group with

case h 1592 whe-*e EffiongOkon- 
?> Nr A bcerd wasdissolved.The • 
move io dissolve r

Csaer -j-atmereweremoveiintme- NSC to assume complete control of

1:

Yola: NSC spokesman
NFA board member told Citizen at 
the premises of the association's 
secretariat last week.

One of the obvious consequence 
of the current attempt by NSC to

learnt that failure of Super Eagles 
technical adviser to be in US during

Shehu: NSC director-general
Eagles. He was also expected to in­
spect some of the training pitches 
and stadia that the nation^ team 
would be using for their matches 
and obtain relevant information on 
Nigeria's group opponents. Citizen 
met Westerhof at NFA secretariat 
after the news that he would not 
travel was relayed to him. He looked 
greatly troubled and declined to 
comment on the twist of event. He 
simply said, "lam notin the mood to 
talk. I can't understand what's going 
on." One of the indigenous coaches 
attached to NFA told Citizen in Lagos 
however, that "I will not be sur­
prised if the Super Eagles fumble 
badly in the Nations Cup and the 
World cup. It's now obvious that 
some people at NSC want to use 
their personal interest and old 
grudges to destroy the country's 
collective interest."

By Joe Olajuwon

in some people to replace them or to 
trim down the size of NFA could not 
be done unless the decree establish­
ing the board is repealed. But re­
pealing the decree would also 
amount to instant dissolution. "I 
believe there isa subtle policy by the

iillS- Bills ifssss 
football governing body, three are NSC officials while only draw, was expected to^meet other 

nd^-t vusperd Nigeria as was theone was from NFA, the association I coaches ano arrange tor men y 
• that ordinarily should have taken I matches with countries tnat are not 

full responsibility for such trip?", an

from its board was 
also said to be con- 
r ecied with pers/Tr- 
ality conflicts with 

; some NSC staffers 
j who felt that they 

now have god fa­
thers at NSC top 
echellon to settle 
scores with some 
NFA members.

The source also 
said that there were 
strong fears that 
any sanction by 
FIFA could also 
deprive Nigeria the 
chance of playing in 
the World Cup for 
the first time and it 
could also make the 
country lose her provisional right of 
hosting the Junior World Cup in 
1995. It was also believed that NSC 
chairman's attempt to remove some 
individuals in NFA board and bring

> < .3
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League '94

Ranchers Bees are back

the 
bus 
was

challenges of division one and he is 
already preparing the ground to 
enable the club tackle these chal­
lenges squarely next season. One of 
the arrangements that is expected to 
put Ranchers Bees in sound footing I

he dark period of misfor­
tune that for one year con­
fined Ranchers Bees Foot­

ball Club of Kaduna to the unenvi­
able comer of Nigeria's national 
soccer league and prevented the 
game's followers from watching the 
excitement of top-flight football ac­
tions in the premier division last 
season, are gone for good. The be­
leaguered club which, after a crisis- 
ridden 1992 season, was relegated to 
the second division of the national 
league, has now bounced back to the 
elite circle. Ranchers Bees which 
before their trouble started in 1990, 
ranked among the three most out­
standing clubs for three years in 
Nigeria because of their success in 
the local league and international 
competitions will play in profes­
sional league division one next foot­
ball season, having gained promo­
tion from division two at the end of 
last season, after finishing among 
the first four clubs at the top of the 
league table.

But the Kaduna based-outfit 
which in 1990 pioneered professional 
soccer in Nigeria with 15 other clubs, 
are coming to the premier division 
one to surprise their old rivals and 
reclaim their old glory and honours, 
according to the club chairman, 
Alhaji Nuhu Kuso, who for the one 
gloomy season of relegation pre­
sided offer the affairs of Ranchers 
Bees and nursed them back to divi­
sion one. He told Citizen in Kaduna 
last week that they are coming back 
to division one with a big mission. 
"Our mission this time in division 
one is to go there and win the pre­
mierleague title. Weare not going to 
be passengers. We want to go and 
top the league", Alhaji Kuso said.

Alhaji Nuhu Kuso, a practising 
la wyer is quite aware of the mul tiple

is adequa^funding. To this end, the 
club proprietor, Alhaji Mukhtar 
Mohammed Aruwa is to return as 
the major financier of the club, ac­
cording to the chairman. Alhaji 
Aruwa who in 1986 bought the club 
from Defence Industries Corpora­
tion (DIC) of Nigeria, and for three 
years pumped in a lot of money to 
make the club rank among the best 
in Nigeria, greatly reduced his fi­
nancial commitment to the club in 
1990 and 1991, following manage­
ment crisis and allegation of lack of

Ranchers Bees Football Club is bouncing back to division one 
of the national professional league with a big mission after 

an excruciating one season in division two

39 
proper accountability ot how funds 
advanced to the club were spent. 
This lack of strong financial base 
also largely contributed to the club's 
relegation in 1992, as most of its 
good players were snatched by clubs 
who could give them better offers.

Certain positive signals have 
however convinced Kuso that Al­
haji Aruwa has changed his luke­
warm attitude towards the club in 
the past three years to full commit­
ment. He (Aruwa) is puttingin place 
a concrete source of regular funds 
for the club. The proprietor has also 
undertaken to repair at over one 

-^hundred 
I thousand

Naira 
club's 
which 
grounded in 
Akure dur­
ing this year's 
challenge 
cup prelimi­
nary. The 
proprietor 
has also se­
cured the 
service of an 
European 
coach to take 
the , club 
through divi­
sion one next 
season. Al­
haji Aruwa is 
also expected 
in Kaduna 
this week to 
meet with 

Mohammed: former skipper club chair­
man and fi­

nalise budgetary and structural 
plans for the club's effective cam­
paign in the league next year.

Alhaji Kuso also believes that 
without strong financial base, the 
club will not be able to attain its ob­
jectives because of keen competition 
that obtains in division one. He said 
that Ranchers Bees needed very good 
and highly dedicated players to 
compete effectively in division one 
and that could not be done without 
money. "You can't get quality play­
ers without good inducement", he



Yusuf: NSC secretary-general

». t

I

league match last year
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toe, were easily canto red that the K 
dub had a mission which should be M 
pursued with dedication and maxi- H 
mum sacrifice. The few members of 

_____H the management too also worked 
toe goal hardandmadealotofsaaificetoseeCup after losing oy a„__

The change of 
guard in the state 
from civilian to mili­
tary could bring a 
new lease of life to 
sports in the state

q in the second leg fi­
nal to A.C, Bizerte of 
Tunisia in 1989, will 
witness complete re­
structure of its man­
agement for effec­
tiveness, according to 
Alhaji Kuso.

Ranchers'sojourn 
at the lower division 
of the professional 
league was quite' a 
trying period and 
getting back to the 
elite division was no t 
an easy task,accord­
ing to the club chair­
man. But this was 
however made pos­
sible through coop­
eration and under­
standing of the play­
ers. Alhaji Kuso said 
that players, most of 
them young boys 

-------------------------- who were cutting 
ess Zakariya (right) and a Jigawa stars player in a---their teeth in the pro­

league match last year--- league for the first

L_
Kuso: Ranchers Bees' chairman

tramrar rasalss-
» fctoy the dub- Eight 

''*-• beremzcredrire-force 
ts-J* Aow three or four of *« 
tt,-.,r^?>^areiidytObe*e 
f>, ---toeTuWtoplayerswholeft < ce 2 

dubs when Rarj*cs Bees | 
crisis: Alhaji Kuso > 

I file f35®<*Kdose*e names of J 
k>-Payers,said they agreed , 

A dub could pay 
2- i ^ey wese fating in their

is also to embark on 
. search for sources of

to c^-plement whatever
■ gateJL?? ^TrXTl the proprietor and 

2s- The chairman said the 
Loy^^-^tv/ouid solidtforspon- 

b&njr organisations like
tjift „ 5/ Vandal companies and tex- 

’Z^panies.
management will also 

gov-_ for distance from the state 
irtfcti The chairman is opti- 
tbn ' c the change of guard in 

dvilian to military 
sPor» 7^8 a new tease of life to 

the state. "We hope the

the dub back to division one. But 
Ranchers chairman says the biggest 
appreciation should go to their sup­
porters espedaUy Habib Nigei£ 
Bank Limited who rallied rounH 
them and gave them financial^, 
^istoceX^Ha^Ba^Ni^6

■n Kaduna would emulate the^s- 

_^£Nuwon 
— January 2,1994
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into the Nigerian national team by 
FIFA. The world football governing 
body restated over the weekend that 
players who have been picked by 
countries to wear their colours at 
any level cannot play for another 
country.

The latest development comes in 
the wake of John Fashanu, still 
enmeshed in an elbow incident with 
Spurs' Gany Mabbut, thinking of 
playing for Nigeria as it has quali­
fied for USA '94. The Wimbledon 
captain who was in the Nigerian 
squad in 1985 but was not picked for 
any game due to injuries later went 
on to win two full England caps in 
1988 in the Sir Stanley Rons Cup.

*** World record holders, Noured­
dine Morcelli of Algeria and Wang 
Junxia of China are among six final­
ists for the 1994 Jesse Owens inter­
national trophy award.

Morcelli holds the mile record of 
three minutes 44.39 second and also 
boasts the second — fastest runs 
ever at 1,500 and 3,000 metres, while

ATHLETICS: World Champion 
Linford Christie looks set for a re­
turn over his retirement plans after 
hinting he could defend his Olym­
pic title in Atlanta, US, in 1996.

"Keep your pens ready I'm not 
counting out the Atlanta Games at 
all", said Christie, who is already the 
oldestman e ver to win Olympicgold.

"I'll be 36 then, but every year I 
seem to get better. I don't think I'm 
any where near the pinnacle of my 
career. Whatever I do, I will make 
sure I go out at the top".

Christie, voted Britain's top sports 
personality as well as the sports writ­
ers' sportsman of the year flew out 
to Australia to continue his Winter 
preparations.

BOXING: American Riddick 
Bower, who lost his) world heavy­
weight boxing title to Evander Ho- 
lyfied last month, will next fight on 
February 5 against South African 
Frans Botha. Bowe's manager Rick 
Newman announced the fight on 
Monday.

Bowe has one defeat in 35 fights 
while Botha is unbeaten in 25 fights 
since turning professional in 1990. 
***The World Boxing Council (WBC) 
will hold its annual congress this 
week in Las Vegas with about 600 
delegates expected world-wide. 
Three major issues that would be 
discussed and given clearance by 
the house are:

The possibility of returning to 
South Africa, WBC professional 
status. TheSouth African nation had 
had the status withdrawn after it 
was expelled 17 years ago following 
its apartheid policies.

It will also discuss the idea of in­
troducing passports for all its pro­
fessional boxers. The WBC thinks 
the passports which will carry 
among other things, personal bio­
data, will help to check mismatch of 
boxers. The congress isalsoexpected 
to approve an AIDS tests for all 
boxers before any fight.
*** Roberto Duran, the man who 
cried "no more" is still fighting 13 
years after that public humiliation 
against Sugar Ray Leonard.
The man once known as Los Manos 

De Piedra — "hands of Stone" — 
will have his 100th fight in Bay St. 
Louis, Mississippi against Dender's 
Tony Menefee.

The Menefee fight will be the fifth 
bout of a come back for a man who 
has long since lost his reputation as 
the meanest fighter in the business. 
Duran reigned supremely as light­

weight king until 1978and two years 
later interrupted the unbeaten rec­
ord of Leonard in Montreal to take 
the WBC welter crown.

The trouble began before the 
Champions Cup semi-final in 
Kumasi, Ghana, between Ashanti 
Kotoko and ASEC Mimosa of 
Abidjan.
Meanwhile, the Ghana Football As­

sociation has also appealed against 
the decision by CAF to ban Ghanian 
teams from continental competi­
tions.

*** Zambia has outlined its prepara­
tory programme for Tunisia '94 Af­
rican CupofNations.Theside which 
failed to qualify for USA '94 will be 
involved in a mini tournament in 
January and go on to tour some 
European countries.
But before the January tournament, 

the Zambia Football Association will 
search for 600 million Kwachas 
(about 800,000 dollars) to contract 
their erstwhile part-time manager, 
Lian Potterfield for one year on a 
full time basis.

Potterfield was in charge of the 
Zambians when they failed to grab a 
world cup ticket. He took over after 
the entire squad perished in an air 
crash enroute to Senegal for a USA 
'94 qualifier.
**• The Ivorien Football Federation
(FIF) has said that it would appeal Wang, heading China's astonishing 
against the expulsion of Ivorien wnmPn'e i—a— innnn
teams from next year's three African 
tournaments. "We will make an 
appeal and see eventually what is to 
be done" FIF president Dieng 
Ousseynou said.
The Confederation of African Foot­

ball decided m Cairo last Friday to 
ban Ivorien and Ghanaian teams as 
the penalty for violence in the two 
neighbouring countries both before 
and after a match on October 31 in

a ■

women's squad, broke the 10,000 
metres record and won a world 
championship in the event. She also 
twice established global marks at 
3,000 metres and ran the year's fast­
est Marathon.

Other finalists for the award, to be 
presented on February 8, include US 
runner Gail Devers, the 100 metres 
hurdles and 100 metre world cham­
pion, Spanish Cyclist Miguel Indu- 
rain, who won his third Tour De 
France. I

FOOTBALL: John Fashanu has been 
ruled out of any possible invitation which at least 25 people were killed.
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becomes "belief without evidence in 1 
what is told by one without knowl- : 
edge, of things without parallel."

Abacha has reversed many of 
Babangida's acts. Now, if he's really 
as serious about fighting corruption 
— as Abubakar Rimi began to dem­

and spends it on 
:—and handed

^alignment 
M

vari- 
wr.er. he

red my *roat.1 
Fajmersasanjte 

feed us, wh* 
*e farm only 

, before they are 
sinking ^-"5 ~ 
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'•■’•‘ d, riot unlike the follow who 
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’••ry triggernauts bulging <70*, 
Mickcls sunken, elongated neck, ---------------------- —--------r-----
twisted torso, empty Charles Atlas and indiscipline. Faith in this case 
lummy, boy legs. You are dropped 
for dead. I hope you understand 
what I am saying.

The country has been turned into 
a horses fair. It has little time or 
patience for you a marc human 

| being. Especially now that the horses

Ahem, - 
didn't beueve 
are he peopte who 
those who retire to 
sink money there ' 
overcome by that s....~ and they try to do something more 
usefid. A farmer is a man who make ’ 

——won the farm and spends it
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One can have faith in human his money in town 
na ure to cure us of our corruption the farm. He fell silent-

2 I me this:
CON — Collector of Naira
CFR — Covetor of Foreign Reserves

— Converter of Federal Re­
sources
MON — Monopoliser of Naira
MNI — Mismanager of National
Income
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