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Cabinet reshuffle

Ten out. ten in
P! re s id e n t O lusegun  

O basan jo  effec ted  
the long  ex p ected  

cabinet change yesterday 
w ith  the  rem oval o f  ten  
m inisters from the 47-
m em ber cabinet and their 
replacem ent w ith  another 
ten.

Y e s te rd a y ’s ch a n g e s  
fo llow ed  the  p re s id e n t's  
announcem ent at the last

By Ibrahim  Modibbo and 
Suleiman Mohammed
Federal Executive Council 
(F E C ) m e e tin g  th a t  he 
would affect changes in the
cabinet.

Soon after his return

i
'Senate begins screening today

from a brief visit to Switzer- 
la n d  he su m m o n e d  th e  
D eputy Senate President, 
Alhaji Ibrahim Mantu and 
handed him  the list o f  the 
m in iste ria l nom inees for 
Senate screening. M antu

stood in for the Senate farewell breakfast yester- 
President, Ayim Pius Anyim day for the 10 ministers he 
who is on an official tour o f  dropped from the cabinet, 
the United States and Great He thanked them for their 
Britain. service to  the nation  and

The president followed urged them to continue to 
it up w ith an early m orning C on ti on pg2

Coomassie, Today publisher, is dead
The media industry in 

Nigeria has lost one of  
its moat intrepid mem­

bers, with the death of Alhaji 
Abidina Coomassie, the pub­
lisher o f Today and Abuja Mir-

By Ekele O nw uchekw a

ror newspapers.
A journalist, public rela­

tions expert and publisher, 
Alhaji Abidina died in the early

hours of yesterday in Katsina 
at the age of 62. He was ill for 
most of two years and had been 
in coma at the Katsina Nurs­
ing Home since Friday last 
week.

Born on December 29, 
1939, the late Coomassie made 
a name in both the print and 
broadcast journalism, having 
worked with Radio Ghana and 
later as the war correspondent 
of New Nigerian newspapers 
during the Nigcnan civil war

between 1967 and 1970. He 
worked later at the Broadcast­
ing Company of Northern Ni­
geria (BCNN) before he went, 
for further studies at the Ab­
erdeen College, Scotland. On 
his return in 1977, he joined 

Contd. on pg2

NNPC: Nigeria suffers another N 150bn loss

W ith Nigerians yet 
to recover from the 
r e v e l a t i o n s  

unearthened last week in the 
Nigeria National Petroleum 
Corporation (NNPC), another 
shocking find of N 150 billion 
($1.5 billion) discrepancies in 
crude oil receipts between 
May 1999 and October 2000, 
has been made.

The N150 billion loss in 
revenue was allegedly detected 
from discrepancies in crude oil 
revenue receipts for the period

By Henry Omunu
submitted by the Central Bank 
o f Nigeria (CBN) and the 
NNPC to the House of Repre­
sentatives ad-hoc committee 
probing fuel importation by the 
Obasanjo administration since 
May 29, 1999.

Only last Tuesday, the 
same ad-hoc committee had 
disclosed that Nigeria lost N24 
billion in revenue as a result of 
over lifting of crude oil by the 
NNPC and five other major oil

Contd. on pg2

Local governments get autonomy soon

Late Alhaji Abidina Coomassie

The 774 local govern­
ment council in the 
country will get their 

autonomy soon when a bill in 
that regard to be presented to 
the N ational A ssem bly is 
passed into law.

The bill will give greater fi­
nancial autonomy to the local 
government councils.

Already, Senate ad-hoc 
committee on the review of 
local government system in 
Nigeria has put in place mea­
sures aimed at collating infor­
mation from the government 
and stakeholders drafting the 
bill.

By Reuben Yunana

Com m ittee chairm an, 
Senator Tunde Ogbeha said 
yesterday that the proposed 
bill would end the “inherent 
deficiencies and contradictions 
in the local government sys­
tem in Nigeria.”

He pointed out that former 
system had resulted in various 
standards being applied in the 
rmyiagement of local govern­
ment councils in the country. 
Towards this end, he said, the 
committee would hold public 
hearings from February 7 and 
12 in Kaduna, Lagos, Enugu 

Contd. on pg2
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FG pledges commitment to conducive business environment
A s part o f  the m ulti­

sectoral approach to 
foreign investment Ni­

geria, another international in­
vestm ent sum m it opened in 
Abuja yesterday with govern­
ment restatem ent o f eomm it- 
(Jient to providing the enabling 
environm ent.

Vice President A tiku 
Abubakar who declared the sum­
mit open said the present ad­
ministration was committed to 
providing a conducive business 
environment that wouUl stimu­
late investment in the country.

The sum m it on “In terna­
tional Investment Opportunities 
for Solid Mineral and Agro Al­
lied Business Financing in the 
N orth C entral S ta tes’* is

com panies operating in the
country.

But the ad-hoc committee 
chairm an, Alhaji Ibrahim 
Ganyama Abubakar while 
briefing house reporters yes­
terday in Abuja, disclosed that 
while the NNPC said it gener­
ated only $10,371^445,447 bil­
lion during the 18 months pe­
riod, the figures provided by 
the CBN and the Accountant- 
G eneral ‘s o ffice  was 
$ll,S8l,757,S97 billion and 
$11,820,523,065 billion re­
spectively.

The committee chairman 
explained that in comparing the
figures, the committee discov­
ered a dtffcrcnce of SI.5 bil­
lion in expected revenue, add­
ing that “in all these three fig­
ures presented by the NNPC, 
CBN and Accountant-Gen­
eral, there were disparities.

“The biggest disparity is 
that o f $ 1.5 billion between the 
figures of the NNPC and the 
other two agencies,” he con­
firmed

M o re o v e r ,  A lh a ji 
A b u b ak ar rev ea led  th a t the  
N N PC  and the D epartm ent o f  
Petro leum  R esources (D PR ) 
subm itted d ifferent figures as 
the am ount o f  crude exported 
b y  th e  c o u n try . W h ile  th e  
N N PC  gave 431,232,929 m il­
lion barrels as crude exported, 
the D PR m entioned a figure o f  
556,745,864 million barrels as 
actual export, a  difference o f  
60,460,421 m illion barrels.

Speaking on dom estic 
crude allocation to local refin­
eries, the lawmaker equally 
stated that the com m ittee 
equally rcceivcd conflicting 
figures. For instance, he said 
for the period between May 
and December 1999, while the 
Accountant-General said the 
allocation to NNPC was 
67,239,910 million barrels; 
DPR gave a figure o f 
45,137,592 million barrels and 
NNPC^ 45,413,299 million 
barrels.

Between January and Oc­
tober 2000, the Accountant- 
G eneral’s office said the 
NNPC received 72,404,650 
million barrels o f crude; DPR 
said the figure was 25,944,870 
million barrels while NNPC 
gave a figure of 25,284,147 
million barrels.

Similarly, the total crude 
utilized by the NNPC from

By Ahmed Shakarau
organised by Standard T rust 
Bank.

The VP who was rep re ­
sented at the occasion by the 
M inister o f  Economic Affairs 
in the Presidency, Prince Victor 
Obulafor emphasised that the 
administration has since its in­
ception focused on a number of 
economic reforms which he said 
were “necessary for the devel­
opment o f the country”.

A ccording to him, "the 
long-term objective o f the Fed­
eral Government is to provide 
the necessary environment for 
investment funds to come into 
N igeria, w hile institu ting  a 
strong capability for promoting 
and supporting investment op­

portunities wherever they ex­
ist” .

Vice President A bubakar 
com m ended Standard Trust 
Bank for organising the invest­
ment summit, noting that the 
Bank “is truly engaging in the 
age-old profession o f creative 
banking”.

He stressed that by 
organising the forum, “the Bank 
is setting in motion the machin­
ery for actively linking those 
who want to invest, with the in­
vestment opportunities that are 
available.”

E arlier in an address o f 
w elcom e, the M anaging 
D irector o f  Standard Trust 
Bank, Mr. Tony Elumelu said 
the bank organised the summit

to h ighlight the various 
investm ent po tentials o f the 
N orth-C entral Region, which 
had remained untapped.

According to Elumelu, the 
North -  Central States “have 
enormous potentials as far as 
investm ent opportunities are 
concerned but the region is very 
much unlike other investment 
hubs in the country which get 
the bulk o f  investo rs’ a tten­
tion” .

He emphasized that the ob­
jective o f the summit is to ex­
pose the vista o f investment op­
portunities in the Region, to fa­
cilitate an interface between the 
owner governments, potential 
investors and the providers o f 
capital.

TSTTSTF*C Contd. from pg 1
May 1899 to December 2000, 
according to the Accountant- 
General was 139,644,560 mil­
lion barrels; the DPR had a fig­
ure of 71,082,462 million bar­
rels and NNPC provided 
70,697,446 million barrels as 
amount of crude utilized for the 
period.

In the same vein, the com­

mittee discovered that the 
amount of crude refined locally 
by the NNPC during this pe­
riod was 67,482,520 million 
barrels, just as the figures for 
unutilized crude that was even- 
tually exported by NNPC 
stood at 55,564,360 million 
barrels while the figures pro­
vided by Aceoutitant-Gcneral

was 71,299,320 million bar­
rels.

A ccording to Alhaji 
Abubakar: “there is a differ­
ence of 16 million barrels. The 
total am ount o f exported 
unutilized crude is N73 billion, 
but the discrepancies ofl 6 mil­
lion barrels is about N 1.8 bil­
lion."

Coomassie
the Daily Times of Nigeria 

as Chief Correspondent in 
Kaduna and later News Editor 
in Lagos.

Public relations soon fol­
lowed with a stint at Mobil 
Producing Nigeria Ltd between 
1978 and 1981 as Public Rela­
tions Adviser and later man-

Alhaji Abidina was also 
president of the Nigerian Na­
tional Committee of the Inter­
national Press Institute (IPI), 
Fellow of the Commonwealth 
Journalists A ssociation 
(FCJA), Fellow of Nigerian 
Institute of Journalism (FNIJ) 
and a patron of various coun­
cils of the Nigeria Union of 
Journalists including Abuja and 
Oyo, as well as the Associa­
tion o f N igerian Authors 
(ANA).

A life long reporter even 
after he became a publisher, 
Coomassie had a knack for in­
vestigative journalism  and 
many of the best reports in his 
newspapers came from his vari­
ous contacts in the world of 
business, politics, intelligent 
services and the diplomatic 
corp.

His investigations had put 
into question the integrity of 
very notable N igerians, 
including Anthony Enahoro, 
Bola Ige, Bolaji Akinyemi, 
Wole Soyinka, Gani 
Fawenhimi and even current 
president, Olusegun Obasanjo.

It would be recalled that 
the scandal which alm qst 
swept Lagos state governor, 
Bola Tinubu out of his seat was 
sparked-off by an investigative 
write up on the governor pub­
lished by his flagship, Today 
newspaper.

Operating from a base in 
London, he was for many 
years constantly on the move, 
visiting many countries around 
the world both for Jjuui«ass 
and for pleasure. He even flew 
lnand out o f Nigeria, where he

had a wife and children, but 
only in the last few years did 
he really make the country his 
home.

Meanwhile, condolence
registers have been opened at 
his Abuja office, 615, Sultan 
Ahmadu B ello  Way, Wuse 
Zone 2, Abuja, and the corpo­
rate headquarters o f Today

Contd. from pg 1
Communication, in Kaduna.

In one o f the earliest mes­
sages at the Abuja office, a 
close confident of his and con­
sultant o f the company, Mr. 
Uche Ezechukwu said: “He 
was great in life. We shall en­
sure that he becomes grater in 
death...”

L o c a l  g o v t s  .  Contd. from pg 1
and Abuja.
According to him the pub­

lic hearings in Kaduna would 
take place on the February 7 
while that of Lagos and Enugu 
would be on February 8 and 9 
respectively, February 12 
would be the turn of Abuja, he 
said.

Stressing that “the task 
before the committee is very 
important, serious and diffi­
cult, Senator Ogbeka said the 
outcome of the committee's 
work would determine the ef­
fectiveness or otherwise of the 
local government system ” 
which is the bedrock of our de­

mocracy.
He revealed that the com­

mittee would rely on inputs 
from the presidency, state gov­
ernors, speakers o f state 
houses of assembly, local gov­
ernment chairmen and council­
ors, the press and the public 
for memoranda on the subject.

“We shall review past and 
relevant docum ents and 
studies. The product of this 
exercise will give the local 
government system a greater 
degree o f  autonom y and 
accountability in a federal 
presidential system o f 
government,” the committee 
chairman said__________

Ten out Contd. from  p g  I
m ake them selves avail- should report to the PLO’s

able for services to the nation 
in other capacities.

They, in turn, thanked the 
him for the opportunity they 
w ere given to serve the 
nation.

M eanwhile, the Senate 
will begin screening o f the 
ministerial nominees today as 
a condition for their confir­
mation.

The Presidential Liaison 
Officer (PLO) to the Senate, 
A lhaji K ashim  Ibrahim  -  
Imam told newsmen at the 
National Assembly Complex 
yesterday that unlike the 
prev ious exercises, the 
ministerial nominees have to 
declare their assets they are 
screened by the Senate.

He said “the new nomi­
nees are to appear be/ore the

office at 8 a.m. for mandatory 
assets declaration for the 
Code of Conduct Bureau.” .

Imam further disclosed 
that after the screening exer­
cise, the new team will join 
the other 37 ministers who re­
tained the positions for a 
“radical reshuffle” of portfo­
lios which “the president will 
fix round pegs in round holes 
and square pegs in square 
holes.”

W hile announcing the 
submission o f the list to the 
Senate, Mantu said Security 
reports or an essential re­
quirement for the screening 
and confirmation on each of 
the 10 nominees would be 
sent directly to the Senate.

He said the nominees will 
be screened by the entire

Scnatc a f+ 0  a.'m. for Scfcen -” * * * * * * *  ■<* th rS ew tew ttin g  
ing  but b e fo re  th en , th e y  as a com m ittee o f  the w hole

house.

The Attorney General o f the 
Federation, Chief Bola Ige has 
blamed the administration of 
General Ibrahim Badamasi 
Babangida foj signing a $74.3 
million, (or) N891.6 billion, for 
the execution of the national 
ID card project in spite of the 
stringent conditions attached 
to him.

At the Public hearing by 
the Senate Committee on Pub­
lic Accounts on the circum­
stances that led to Nigeria in­
curring heavy financial losses 
w ithout an appreciable 
progress in the project, Chief 
Ige disclosed that the lender, 
Compagtiie NOGA D’ Impor­
tant et D’ Exportation S.A. 
NOGA, insisted that repay­
ment of the loan would not in 
any way be conditioned on 
performance of the contract, 
but the governm ent went 
ahead to take the loan because 
it appeared to have taken an 
irreversible decision to do so.

Ige said that the Ministry 
of finance had the primary re­
sponsibility to ensure that the 
terms and conditions o f a pro­
posed loan, not only complied 
with the borrowing policy of 
the day, but also that the pro­
visions of loan documents did 
not contain terms prejudicial 
to the interest of the govern­
ment.

He noted that when the fi­
nal draft loan facility agree­
ment was forwarded for clear­
ance to the Ministry of Jus­
tice, “A number of provisions 
were considered rather pecu- 
liar, onerous and prejudicial to

Ige blames IBB 
forN891.6bn 
ID card loan

Nigeria”.
Following the intervention 

of the Ministry of Justice, the 
Minister said that a few con­
cessions were made by the 
lender, adding that the minis­
try again became involved in 
the project when the lender 
sued the Federal Government 
in a London court for default 
in payment.

Ige told the committee that 
when in 1996, the Federal Gov­
ernment suspended all pay­
ments on loans and was taken 
to court by NOGA, his Min­
istry again became involved in 
the efforts to settle the matter 
out of court.

While the court action had 
to be attended to, he said that 
all relevant arms o f 
government, at the Vanguard of 
w hich was the project 
Ministry, were compelled to 
work together to realise the full 
objectives of the project.

Ige also spoke of what he 
described as “indecent haste to 
pay part of the debt to NOGA 
after an agreement to that ef­
fect was signed” saying that 
less than 24 hours after the 
agreement was signed, Late 
Gen. Sani Abacha, the then 
head of state, directed that they 
should stay action on the pay­
ment.

Court adjourns N500m libel suit 
against Tell Magazine

An Abuja High Court yesterday adjourned the N500 million 
libel suit instituted against the Tell Magazine by the 
former President, Alhaji Shehu Shagari, to February 27.

Counsel to Shagari, Mr. Eric Nwaubam, complained to the 
court that the defendants had refused to appear in court in three 
previous sittings and urged the court to continue with the case in 
its next sitting.

In the suit filed in September 1999, Shagan is claiming N500 
million as damages and an order of perpetual injunction restraining 
the defendants from further publication of the offensive article 
the Magazine’s issue No. 27 of July 5, 1999 with a caption “The 
plot against Obasanjo.”

Pilgrims affairs office concludes 
preparations for Hajj

The Pilgrim s Affairs Office (PAO) has concluded 
preparations for the Hajj 2001 operations, w ith 'a  
call to all agencics involved in  the operations to 

live up to  expectation.
Briefing newsm en on M onday in Abuja, the chairm an 

o f  PAO, Prof. A bubakar Gwandu, said that officials o f  rel­
evant agencies, such as the custom s police, CBN and the 
m inistry o f  health, “m ust make sure that their officials per­
form  their duties diligently in the H oly land.

Fake Villa Imam arrested

A man who claimcd to be an Imam at the Presidential Villa, Aliyu 
Umar has been arrested by security operatives. Mr. Aliyu Umar 
who hails from Lafia, NaSarawa State confessed after interro­

gation that he had gone to a parastatal to ask for assistance under the 
pretence that he was an Imam attached to Aso Rock.

He said that he come to Abuja to seek a means of livelihood, adding 
that he was forced by circumstances to commit the act.

Mrs Aliyu who was paraded before State House correspondents 
however asked for forgiveness, claiming that this was his first time, 
and promised, that it would be the last.

The Sp^ial Assistant to the Vice-President on media and pub­
licity,. Mc^Gb*is Mammaa-&aid*Aliyu Umar would soon-appear in 
co u rt
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N e w s  F o c u s

Trust

Cabinet Reshuffle:

President and Vice President’s men
By Sani Babadoko with Ibrahim 
M odibbo & Suleiman  
Mohammed.

T h e  m o s t  s tr ik in g  a sp e c t  
a b o u t th e  10 M in is te r s  
n om inated  is  that th ey  are 

either lo y a lis ts  o f  the president or 
o f  the V ice  President. It w ill seem  
th a t  t h e  p r e s id e n c y  h a s  n o w  
r e a s s e r t e d  i t s e l f  a g a in s t  P D P  
p o w er  brokers in govern m en t and  
in  the party, at federal and state  
lev e l, w h o  p la y ed  a  m ajor ro le  in  

th e  m a k e -u p  o f  th e  O b a sa n jo  
cabinet.

P residentia l sp in  doctors h ave  
o f t e n  s u g g e s t e d  th a t  i f  th e  
O b a sa n jo  g o v e r n m e n t  w a s  n o t  

perform ing, then it w a s  the fault 
o f  h is  party the PD P, w h ich  put 
pressure o n  h im  to  appoint party  
m en  rather than capable  N igerian s  
a s m in is te r s . W ith  th is  c a b in e t  

resh u ffle , O basanjo  m ay  n ot have  

g o t h is  ‘tech n o cra ts’ but at least
the n ew  m en w ere h is and the V ice
P resid en t’s c h o ice .

M any o f  the n ew  faces w h o w ill 
fa ce  the S enate  tor  confirm ation  
arc not a c tiv e  p o litica l figures and

are b e lie v e d  to  h a v e  m ade the list
through their personal merit. Som e  

are p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  m ade their  

m a rk  in  th e ir  c h o s e n  f ie ld s  as
u n iversity  dons, law yers, bankers, 
in d u s t r ia l i s t s  a n d  e n g in e e r s .  
T h o se  that w ere  in  p o litic s  have  
b e e n  in the P e o p le ’s D em ocratic  
M o v e m e n t  ( P D M )  t e n d e n c y

Y ar'A dua political machine at the
head  o f  w h ic h  is  V ic e  P resident 
A tik u  Abubakar,

A n other in teresting  feature o f
th e  sh a k e  - u p  is  that m in isters  
W ho robbed  the P resident or  the  
V ic e  P resid en t th e  w r o n g  w ay, 

h a v e  b e e n  p u s h e d  o u t ,  S a n i  
Z a n g o n  D aura form er m in ister  o f  
e n v ir o n m e n t  m a y  b e  o n e  o f

y esterd a y ’s m en , but as m o st w e ll
inform ed N igerians k n o w  that m ay  
n o t b e  th e  m ain  rea so n  h e  w a s  

sh o w n  the door. H e  w a s  on  h is  
o w n  from  the tim e  he sto o d  up  to  
the president in  a federal execu tive  
co u n cil m eetin g  last year. A fter all, 
o th e r  o ld  m e n , l ik e  B o la  Ig e ,  
A d am u  C irom a and T ony A n en ih , 
n ot o n ly  su rvived , but m ay  have  

th e ir  p o s it io n s  e n h a n ce d  in  the  
n e w  cabinet.

Ibrahim Bunu o f  FC T m ay have  
o r d e r e d  th e  d e m o l i s h in g  o f  
h o u s e s  in  D u r u m i a n d  o th e r  

s h a n t y  t o w n s ,  a n  a c t io n  n o t  
c a lc u la ted  to  en d ear  h im  to  the  
A b u ja  un d er  c la s s , bu t h is  real 
p ro b lem s l^ v e  m ore  to  do w ith  

r e la tio n sh ip s  h e  d e str o y ed  tjian 
buildings h e  d em o lish ed . In m o st  
d e m o c r a c ie s  V ic e  P r e s id e n t s  
o c c u p y  u n en v ia b le  p o s itio n s; in  
th e  p e c u l ia r  c a s e  o f  N ig e r ia  
c ircu m sta n ces h a v e  m ade Atiku  
A b u b a k a r  a r e a l  se c o n d  in  
c o m m a n d , so m eth in g  that the

Danjuma.. .Retained
A r c h ite c t  fr o m  B o r n o  d id  n o t  
grasp q u ick ly  enough .

In sp ite  o f  all the n o ise  about 
'd em o cra cy  d iv id e n d s’ w h ich  the  
g o v e rn m en ts  w a n ts to  b e g in  to  
d e l iv e r  w it h  an  e y e  o n  2 0 0 3  

e le c tio n , the resh u ffled  cab inet is 
not substantially  different from  the 
o ld . F irst th e  n u m b er  w il l  s t ill  

rem ain  at 46 ; tw o  in  so m e  o f  the  
a p p o in t m e n t s  l o y a l t y  a n d

Bunu.. .Dropped 
co n n ec tio n  se e m  as im portant as
c o m p cten cc  and record o f  serv ice. 
T r u e  th e r e  a re  p r o f e s s io n a l s  
a m o n g  th e  n e w  a p p o in tee s , but 
n o n e  o f  the w h iz -k id  ty p e s  the  
m ed ia  sp en t days sp ecu la tin g  on. 
Still the nation m ust fervently  pray  
th a t  te n  ‘ f r e s h  b l o o d ’ c a n  
reinvigorate  a sitting  cab inet o f  36  
m e n . B e lo w  is  th e ir  h u rr ied ly  
prepared profile:

MOHAMMED KABIRSAIDU 
In h is  late 4 0 s , K abir Saidu,

Zangon D aura.. .Dropped
Y ar’A dua politica l m achine. 
M A LA M  ADAM U BELLO

M alam  A dam u B ello , Dan Iyan 
Adamawa w a s  b o m  in  N u m a n , 
A d a m a w a  State on  M y  2 0  1951 , 
H e attended M ayo  B e lw a  Prim ary  
S c h o o l, G o v ern m en t S eco n d a ry  
sc h o o l Y o la  and A h m a d u  B e llo  
U n iv ersity  Zaria. H e a lso  attended  
U n iv e r s i t y  o f  P it t s b u r g h  a n d  
H arvard U n iversity , B o sto n  both  
in the U n ited  State o f  A m erica .

H e  started  h is  carrier at the  
N e w  N ig e r ia n  D e v e lo p m e n t  
C om pany N N D C  as an investm ent 
executive. H e jo in ed  H abib N igeria  
B gnk in 1983 as D epu ty  M anaging  

D irector  b e c o m in g  its m an ag in g  
D ir e c t o r  in  1 9 8 8 .  B e f o r e  h is  
n o m in ation  h e  w a s  the Chairm an  
of the bank’s board of directors.

Ciroma. . .Retained 
from  D aura in K atsina  State, m ust 
b e  o n e  o f  the y o u n g es t and m o st  
p o l i t ic a l  o f  th e  a p p o in te e s .  A  
graduate o f  A .B .U , Saidu  w a s a 
s ta f f  o f  K aduna P o ly tech n ic  for  
m a n y  y e a rs  b e fo r e  h e  ven tu red  
in to  p o litic s . H e  q u ick ly  b eca m e a 

trusted a ide o f  Sh eh u  Y ar’A dua, 
h is p o lftica l secretary and a o n e ­
t im e  c h a ir m a n  o f  S o c ia l  

D em ocratic Party (S P D ) in K atsina  
S ta te . U n lik e  s o m e  Y a r ’A d u a  

a s s o c ia t e s  h e  a v o id e d  p o l i t ic s  
during the A bacha years, but it w as  
in e v i t a b le  th a t  h i s  p o l i t i c a l  
p ed ig ree  w ill  b e  r eco g n ised  and  

recorded b y  a govern m en t brought 
in to  p o w e r  b y  e le m e n ts  o f  the

Ige.. .Retained
ALHAJI MUSA ELAYO 
ABDULI Alll

B e fo r e  h is  n o m in a t io n , h as  
b e e n  th e  c h a ir m a n  R u le s  an d  

B u s in e ss  C o m m ittee  at H o u se  o f  
R e p r e s e n t a t iv e s  a n d  a c lo s e  
co n fid en t o f  speaker U m ar G hali 

N a ’abba fu e lin g  sp ecu la tio n s that 
h is n o m in ation  is  the result o f  the  
r a p p r o c h e m e n t  b e t w e e n  th e  
speaker and P resident O basanjo.

Douglas.. .Dropped
B o r n  in  A w e , K ea n a  L o c a l  

g o v ern m en t o f  N a sa ra w a  State. 
A lhaji M usa attended the A hm adu  

B e llo  U n iv ersity , N ig e r ia n  L aw  
S ch o o l and the U n iv ersity  o f  Jos  
a n d  w a s  a p r iv a t e  le g a l  
practitioner in Jos before h e  jo in ed  
p o litic s.
ENGINEER ABBA GANA

B o m  in 1943 in D anboa, B o m o  
State E n g in eer  A b ba  w a s a sen ior  
e lectr ica l en g in eer  in  the defun ct  
north east state c iv il  serv ice , 1964  
-  74  and C h ie f  E n g in eer  w ith  the  
C h a d  B a s in  D e v e lo p m e n t

Mohd. Kabir Saidu. . .  Coming-in

A u thority  b e tw een  1 9 7 8 - 7 9 .  H e  
w a s a lso  c o m m iss io n er  for  W ork  
and H o u sin g  B o m o  State in  1979. 
H e is  a m em b er o f  the Institute o f  
E lectrica l E n g in eers L ond on  and  
In stitu te  o f  M a ter ia l H a n d lin g  
L ond on.
CHIEF KOLAWOLE
BABALOLA JAMODU

C h ie f  K o la w o le  w h o  is  
ex p ected  to rep lace form er P o lice  
A ffairs m inister, D av id  Jem ibew on  
is  a ls o  fr o m  K o g i S ta te  a n d  a 

c h a r tered  a c co u n ta n t. B o m  o n  
February 9 ,1 9 4 4  in  O de-Ere, Yagba  
W est L o ca l G overn m en t A rea , he  
attended  St. P auls S c h o o l E butte- 
M etta, L a g o s C ity  C o lle g e  (1 9 5 6 -  
6 1 ) ,  L o n d o n  S c h o o l  o f  
A c c o u n ta n t , H arvard  B u s in e s s  
S ch o o l, B o sto n . H e w a s F inancial 
D ir e c t o r ,  P a te r s o n  Z o c h o n is  
Industries P L c 19 8 7  b e c o m in g  its 
C hairm an and C h ie f  E x ecu tiv e  in 
1990.
PROFESSOR A.B.C. NWOSU

P r o f e s s o r  N w o s u  u n t il  h is  
n o m in a t io n  w a s  th e  p o l i t i c a l  
a d v ise r  to  P r e s id e n t  O lu se g u n  
O basanjo. B e fo re  jo in in g  p o lit ic s  
h e  w a s  P r o fe s s o r  o f  p o l i t ic a l  
s c ie n c e  U n iv e r s ity  o f  N ig e r ia ,  
N su k k a  and o n e  o f  its y o u n g est  
p r o f e s s o r s .  B e f o r e  h is  
app ointm en t as p o litica l adviser, 
h e  v ie d  for  the g o v ern o rsh ip  o f  
A n a m b ra  S ta te  and  lo s t  in  th e  
p r im a r ie s  to  th e  in c u m b e n t ,  
C h in w ok e M badinuju.
CHIEF (DR.) BIMBOLA  
OGUNKELU

Dr. B im b o la  from  L a g o s State  

is  ex p ected  to  rep lace  C h ie f  D ap o  
S a ru m i th e  fo rm er  m in is te r  o f  

In tegration  and C o -o p era tio n  in  
A f r ic a .  H e  is  a c o n s u lt a n t  

p h y s ic ia n  and  a m em b er  o f  the  
N a tio n a l R e v e n u e  M o b ilisa t io n  
C om m ission .
MR IS HAVA MARK AKU

M r. I s h a y a  A k u  is  to  b e  a 
rep lacem ent for the form er sports  
m inister, Mr. D am ish i Sango. H e is  
a h y d r o lo g is t  b y  tr a in in g  a n d  
b e f o r e  h i s  n o m in a t io n  th e  
p e r m a n e n t  s e c r e t a r y  in  th e  
m in is tr y  o f  w a te r  r e so u r c e s  in  
P lateau  State.

MS. BOMA BROMILLOW—  
JACK

From  R ivers State, M s B o m a  
B r o m illo w — Jack is  ex p ected  to  
r ep la c e  th e  fo rm er  m in is te r  o f  
c u ltu r e  a n d  to u r is m , T o n y e  
G rah am -D ou glas. S h e has b een  a 
p r iv a te  le g a l  p r a c t it io n e r . S h e  
a t t e n d e d  th e  U n iv e r s i t y  o f  
L o n d o n  w h e r e  s h e  o b t a in e d  
m asters d egree  in  law. 

PROFESSOR A.B. BORISHADE
F ro m  E k iti S ta te  P r o fe s so r  

B o r is h a d e  is .  a p r o f e s s o r  o f  
p h y sics . B e fo re  h is  appointm ent 
he w a s a sen io r  sp ec ia l assistant 
to  P resident O basanjo.

H e  w a s  a m e m b e r  o f  th e  
d efu n ct S o c ia l D em o cra tic  Party  
(S D P ) and n o w  a stau n ch  P D P  
m ember
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Oputa Panel: Col. Komo 
supervised Saro-wiwa’s execution

__ . I/TA* / r / l  c

The Human Rights 
Violations Investigation 
Commissions (HRVIC)

I was on Monday told that the 
form er M ilitary  Adm m i- 

I strator of Rivers, Col. Dauda 
I Komo, personally supervised 
I the hanging of Ogoni Human 
I and Environmental Rights 

Activist, Mr. Ken Saro-wiwa,
| and eight of his kinsmen.

In his testimony before 
the commission, Mr. teezor 
Nasikpo, who works within 

I Rivers Ministry of Health and 
I belongs to the National Coun­

cil o f Ogoni People 
I (NYCOP), said that as a de­

tainee at the Port Harcourt 
1 Prisons, he was shocked to see

-  W itness
the former administrator su­
pervising the hanging of the 
‘Ogoni 9’ on November 10,
1995.

Nasikpo, who was one of 
the 20 Ogoni youths detained 
at the Port Hacourt Prisons 
during the trial of Ken Saro- 
wiwa, said that on Nov. 1,
1995, a day after the convic­
tion by the Auta tribunal of 
the ‘Ogoni 9 ’, he saw the 
former Attorney-General and 
Commissioner of Justice of 
R ivers state, Adokiye 
Amasiemeka, inspecting the 
gallows at the Port Harcourt 
Prisons.

N asikpo, who said he

VC escapes assassination attempt

The V ic e -C h a n c e llo r  a lready  la id  an am bush  at 

o f  A h m a d u  B e l l o  h is  h o u se .

U n iv e r s i t y ,  P r o f .  A n  attem pt b y  the se -

he V ice -C h a n ce llo r  

o f  A h m a d u  B e l l o  
U n iv e r s i t y ,  P r o f .  

l A b d u l la h i  M a h a d i ,  o n  
I F r id a y  n a rro w ly  e sc a p e d  

b e in g  k ille d  b y  su sp ected  
a s s a s s i n s  w ho" S h o t a 
m o b ile  p o licem a n  attached  

to h is  (M a h a d i'3) O fficial 
r e s id e n c e  at A r e a  R 7 ,

I Samaru.
A  N A N  corresp on d en t  

I in Z a n a  r e lia b ly  IcaM t that 
th e  s u s p e c t s ,  n u m b e r in g  

1 about 11, w ere  b e lie v e d  to  
h ave b een  trailing the V fce- 
C h an ccllor  w h o  w a s  c o m ­
in g  from  A b uja  o n  the fa te ­

ful day.
M ah ad i's su d d en  d e c i-  

I Mion to  ch e ck  h is  o f f ic e  as 
a g a in s t  m o v in g  s tr a ig h t  

1 h o m e  fr o m  th e  jo u r n e y  

sa v ed  h im  from  the hands  
o f  th e  a ssa ss in s  w h o  had

cu rily  m en  attach ed  to  the  
V ice-C h a n cello r ’s h o u se  to  
c h a l le n g e  th e  a s s a s s in s ,  
h o w ev e r  led  to the sh o o t­

ing  o f  on e  o f  the m o b ile  p o ­
l ic e m e n  d e p lo y e d  to  the  

h o u se  b y  the crim in als.
T he injured p o licem a n  

w h o  w a s  t a k e n  to  th e  
A h m adu  B e llo  U n iv ersity  

T each in g  H osp ita l w a s  re ­
sp o n d in g  to treatm ent.

W h e n  c o n t a c t e d  fo r  
co m m en ts o n  the inc id en t, 
th e  A s s i s t a n t  C o m m is ­
sio n er  o f  P o lic e  in charge  

o f  Z a r ia  z o n e ,  A lh a j i  
Sulaim an L aw al confirm ed  
th e  story, sa y m g  that o n e  
su sp ec t had  b e e n  arrested, 
w h ile  another esca p ed  w ith

bu lle t w o u n d s.

watched the hanging from his 
cell, added that it was ironical 
that he was being cross-exam- 
ined by Amasiemeka, who is 
currently Komo’s counsel at 
the commission.

The MOSOP activist also 
said that the substance which 
he suspected to be acid was 
poured on the corpses of the 
‘Ogoni 9’ on the orders o the
authorities.

He called on Amasiemeka, 
who tried to refute his testi­
mony. to obey his conscience, 
saying that the former Nige­
rian Football International, 
must have acted with the illu­
sion that “a day like this 
would never come.”

The News Agency of Ni­
geria (NAN) reports that as a 
result of dispute on the pos­
sibility of a detainee watching 
the hanging from cell D l, at 
the Port Harcourt Prisons, the 
commission quickly rose and 
visited the prisons.

The chairman of the Com 
mission, Justice phukwudifit 
Oputa, while commenting on 
the observation of the com 
mission at the prisons, asked 
both the p la in tif f ’s, and 
defendant's counsels to sub 
mit their opinions on the visit 
as exhibits today.

NAN, however, reports 
that witness accounts of those 
allowed into ihe prison with 
the commission confirmed the 
possibility o f observing the 
gallows from cell D l at the 
Port Harcourt Prisons.

Benue showcases 
investment potentials
X  J L

str o m  M arch, 2001  
p r o s p e c t i v e  
in v e s to r s  w ish in g  

I to  d o  b u s in e s s  in  B e n u e  
State w o u ld  no longer  have  
p r o b le m s  w it h  th e  
a v a ila b ility  Of in form ation  

in that resp ect. T h e  sam e  
a p p l ie s  to  in t e n d in g  

I to u r ists .
T h is  i s  b c c a u s e  th e  

State G overn m en t has c o n ­
tracted the firm  o f  m an age­
m ent, F inancial and in v est­
m en t c o n su lta n ts  to  p ro ­

du ce  an investors and tour­
is ts  g u id e s , to  a ss is t  pro- 

1 s p e c t iv e  in v e s to r s  in th e  

I State4
T he contract w h ich  w a s  

en te re d  in to  w ith  B o b e c  
and A sso c ia te s  w ill ensure  
that p r o sp ec tiv e  in v esto rs  

no lo n ger  have'prob lem s o f  
in form ation  m  the v ariou s  
areas o p en  for in vestm en t.

In a c h a t  w ith  D aily  
Trust in  A b u ja  yesterd a y , 
P r in c ip a l P a rtn er  o f  th e

C o m p an y , M r. B ob  A. 
Echikwonye disclosed that 
the handbook  w hen p ro ­
duced will contain relevant 
and upto date inform ation 
on se c ta rian  In v estm en t 
and preferred areas o f  in­
v es tm en t w h ich  in c lu d e  
am ong others agriculture, 
in d u s trie s  m in in g , so lid  
m in e ra ls ,  f is h e r ie s  and  
even forestry.

He also stated that, the 
Guide w ould  include sev­
eral state governm ent in 
centives to investors.

On tourism , the Princi­
pal Partner disclosed that 
both existing and intendec 
tourists sites would be in1 
e lu d ed  in th e  b ro ch u re . 
The p ro ject accord ing  to 
Mr. Echikw onye is being 
su p e rv ised  by th e  S ta te  
Com m issioner for Finance 
D r. C h r is to p h e r  O b u te  
w hile  the forw ard  to  the 
Guide is expected to be writ 
ten  by  G overnor G eorge 
Akume

Senate Ad-hoc Committee on the review o f Local Government System in \igeriu  at a 
press briefing held at National Assembly, Abuja yesterday. Picture shows (L-R), Senator 
Tunde Osbeha Chairman, Sen. I S. Martins Yellowe, Sen. David Mark, Sen. Idris 
Abubakar and Sen. Abdalla Wali Onigbinde Felix \

JAMB asks varsities to accept 
NECO Certificates m s u n ilag  v.c

P
From  Sam son Ojo,
in Lagos__________________

r o f e s s o r  I b id a p o  
O b e, th e  U n iv e r s ity  
o f  L a g o s  V i c e -  

C h a n c e llo r  h as d is c lo s e d  
that th e  J o in t A d m is s io n  
and M a tricu la tio n s B oard  
(J A M B )  h a s  w r i t te n  to  
u n i v e r s i t i e s  to  a d m it  
stu d en ts w ith  C e rtifica te s  
O f t h e  N a t i o n a l  
E x a m in a t io n  C o u n c i l  
(N E C O )

T h e  V ic e -C h a n c e llo r ,  
P r o fe sso r  O b e  m a d e  th is

k n o w n  d u r in g  a P r e -  
C o n v o c a t i o n  p r e s s  
b r i e f i n g  h e ld  at th e  
U n iv e r s i t y  P r e s s  C e n tr e  
M o n d a y .

A c c o r d i n g  to
P ro fe sso r  O b e , the J A M B  
has in fo rm ed  u n iv e r s it ie s  
to  en su re  that th o s e  w ith  
th e  c e r t i f i c a t e ,  w h o  
p a s s e d  th e  e n tr y  
e x a m in a t io n ,  w e r e  
a d m itted .

H e  e x p la in e d  th a t in  
c o m p lia n c e  to  th e  J A M B  
d i r e c t i v e s ,  U N T L A G

Kogi INEC boss dies at 63
/> t/\ Tnlomio ritoc A P P  1t1 tllfi StfltG

T h e  K o g i  s t a t e
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  

a n n o u n c e d  th e  

d e a t h  o f  th e  s t a t e

c h a ir m a n  o f  th e
I n d e p e n d e n t  N a t i o n a l  
E l e c t o r a l  C o m m i s s io n  
(IN E C ), A lh a ji Isa A h m ed  

Adaji.
A  g o v e r n m e n t  s ta te ­

m en t is su e d  o n  M o n d a y  in 

Id ah . d e sc r ib e d  th e  d eath  
o f  A d a ji a s  an irreparab le  

lo s s  n o t o n ly  to  the p e o p le  

o f  Id ah  lo c a l  g o v e rn m en t,  

w h e r e  h e  h a ils  fro m , bu t  
a lso  th e  en tire  K o g i sta te  

and the cou n try  in gen era l.
In  a m e s s a g e  to  th e  

fa m ily  o f  the d e c ea sed , the  

K o g i  s t a t e  G o v e r n o r ,  

P r in c e  A b u b a k a r  A p d u ,  

a d v ise d  th e m  to  b ea r  the  
lo s s  w ith  fo r titu d e  and  to  

c o n t in u e  to  p ra y  fo r  th e  

p e a c e f u l  r e p o s e  o f  th e  

SOUl o f  th e  d e c e a se d .

A d a ji, 6 3 , d ie d  at the
G w a g \y a la d a  S p e c ia l i s t  

H o sp ita l in  th e  FCT at th e  

w e e k e n d  a f t e r  a  p r o ­

t r a c t e d  i l l n e s s  a n d  h a s  
s in c e  b e e n  b u r ie d  at h is  
h o m e  to w n  Idah  a c c o r d ­

in g  to  I s la m ic  r ites.
B e f o r e  h is  a p p o in t ­

m e n t  a s  th e  K o g i  s ta te  
IN E C  ch a irm an , A d a ji. an

A P P  sta lw a rt in  th e  sta te , 

w a s  th e  c h a irm a n  o f  th e  

s ta te  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  

S e r v ic e  C o m m iss io n .

w o u ld  n o t  h e s i t a t e  to  
a d m it  th e  J A M B  
c a n d id a te s  w it h  N E C O  I 

c e r t if ic a te s  th at m e t  th e  
u n iv er s it ie s  req u irem en ts.

S p e a k in g  further, th e  I 
u n iv er s ity  o f  L a g o s  V i c e - ! 
C h a n c e llo r  r e v e a le d  that I 
th e  G o v er n in g  C o u n c il o f  I 
th e  U n iv e r s ity  h a d  f ix e d  " 
F eb ru ary  15, 2 0 0 1  fo r  the  
C o n v o c a t io n  c c r e m o n y  
o f  th e  U n iv ersity .

P r o f e s s o r  O b e  
a n n o u n cem en t w a s  h a iled  
b y  s o m e  o f  th e  f r e s h  
stu d en ts w h o  sp o k e  to  the  
D a ily  Trust in  th e  I 
U n iv ersity .

S a id  o n e ,  “ I f e e l  I 
h ig h ly  r e liev e d  and e la ted , 
it is  n o w  that I h a v e  tru ly  I 
b e e n  a d m it t e d  to  t h e  I 
U n iv e r s ity  o f  L a g o s”

Nigeria’s profile rises with G-77 chair
.  -  n  1 ,»  • - J " i ___  n  n l m / l  -#-Vir»+ i f f  Q C C P C C t n P t l f

N i g  e  r i a  s  

c h a i r m a n ­

sh ip  o f  th e  G -  

7 7  in  th e  p a s t  y e a r  h a s  

p r o v e n  h e r  l e a d e r s h ip  

a b ilit ie s  and  e n h a n c e d  its  

r e c o g n it io n  in  th e  c o m ity  

o f  n a tio n s .
N i g e r i a ’s p e r m a n e n t  

r ep re se n ta tiv e  to  th e  U N ,  

C h i e f  A r th u r  M b a n e f o  

s a id  in  N e w  Y o r k  th a t  

s i n c e  p a s s i n g  o v e r  t h e  

c h a irm a n sh ip  o  th e  1 3 3 -  

m e m b e r  g ro u p  o f  d e v e l ­

o p in g  c o u n tr ie s  in  J a n u ­

a ry  1 2 , N ig e r ia  h a s  b e ­

c o m e  a  r a ly in g  p o in t  in  

g e tt in g  th in g s  d o n e  at th e  

U N .
“ P e o p le  are c o m in g  to  

m e  sa y in g , ‘N ig e r ia  y o u  

are th e  lea d er , d o  th is  fo r  

u s ,  d o  th is  fo r  u s ’ ,” h e  

sa id .
T h e  a m b a s s a d o r  a t ­

tr ib u ted  th is  r e c o n it io n  to  

th e  ste r lin g  lea d ersh ip  and  

c o m m itm e n t  that N ig e r ia  

h a d  d e m o n s t a t e d  w h i l e  

le a d in g  th e  g ro u p , w h ic h  

h a n d le s  s o c ia l  a n d  e c o ­

n o m ic  i s s u e s  fo r  d e v e lo p ­

in g  c o u n tr ie s  at th e  U N .

“ I th in k  w h a t c a m e  out 

o f  ou r  s e r v ic e  to  th e  d e ­

v e lo p in g  c o u n tr ie s  is  th e  

s tr e n g th  o f  c o m m itm e n t  

in  o u r  e f fo r ts , r ig h t from  

th e  P r e s id e n t  (O lu s e g u n  

O b a sa n jo )  to  th e  la s t  p er ­

s o n ,” h e  ad d ed .
A m o n g  th e  is s u e s  o n  

w h ic h  N i g e r i a  d e m o n ­

stra ted  e f fe c t iv e  an d  out-„ 

s ta n d in g  le a d e r s h ip  w a s  

n e g o tia t io n  la st D e c e m b e r  

o f  a  n e w  sc a le  o f  a s s e s s ­

m e n t  o f  c o n tr ib u tio n s  to  

th e  U N  b u d g e t  b y  m e m ­

b e r  -states.

W h i l e  t h e  U S  h a d

a sk e d  that its  a s s e s sm e n t  

o f  2 5  p e r  c e n t  f o r  th e  

reg u la r  U N  b u d g e t  a n d  3 0  

p er  c e n t  a n d  2 7  p e r  c en t  
r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  t h e  G - 7 7  

w a s  o p p o s e d  to  s u c h  a | 

c h a n g e .
. O v e r  th e  y e a r s , m e m ­

b e r s  c o u ld  n o t  c o m e  !o  

a g r e e m e n t ,  a  s i t u a t io n  I 

that je o p a r d ize d  th e  f in a n ­

c ia l  p o s it io n  o f  th e  U N .

H o w e v e r , a s  n e g o t ia ­

t io n s  r e o p e n e d ' la s t  D e ­

c e m b e r ,  th e  U N  b e g a n  

r e a c h in g  d e a ls  w ith  so m e  | 

r eg io n a l g ro u p s to  w e a k e n  

th e  p o s it io n  o f  th o se  o p ­

p o s e d  to  a r ed u ctio n  o f  U S  
a ss e s sm e n t , in c lu d in g  th e

G -7 7 .
N o t  w a n t in g  to  l o s e  

o u t  c o m p le t e ly ,  N ig e r ia ]  

g o t  G -7 7  m e m b e r s  to  a c ­

c e p t  a  r e v ie w  o f  th e  U S  
a s s e s s m e n t  o n  s o m e  c o n ­

d itio n s .
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The other day, form er P resident Sh eh u  Shagari e x ­
p ressed  co n cern  about w h at h e  sa id  w a s  the ab­
se n c e  o f  “resp o n sib le  o p p o sit io n ” in the country. 

“T he present ru ling party”, h e  reported ly  said , “d o es  not 
h a v e  an y  o p p o sitio n  and this is  n g t an idea l situation  in  a 
m ulti-party  dem ocracy. W e sh ou ld  ha v e  resp o n sib le  o p p o ­

s it io n ."  T he p resen ce  o f  a resp o n sib le  op p o sitio n  is  in d eed  
n ot a q u estio n  o f  idea l situation , it is  a n ecessa ry  co n d itio n  
for g en u in e  dem ocracy.

T he operative term  in Shagari’s lam entation is o b v io u sly  
the w ord  “resp o n sib le  , s in ce  there are p e o p le  w h o  o p ­
p o se  e ith er s im p ly  for o p p o sitio n  sak e  or b eca u se  th ey  
w an t to  g e t so m e  b en efits , m aterial or o th erw ise , for th em ­
se lv es . T h ese  are un help fu l o f  g en u in e  dem ocracy . O n the  
contrary th ey  breed anarchy.

S h a g a ri’s lam en tation  se e m s to  a ssu m e that the o n ly  
cred ib le  sou rce o f  resp o n sib le  o p p o sitio n  in  a d em o cra cy  
is  th e  party. O b v io u s ly , 4jiis a ssu m p tio n  is  n o t e x a c tly  
correct, T here are at least f iv e  other sou rces o f  op p o sitio n  
to a ruling party in  any d em ocracy, n am ely  the m ass m edia , 
n o n -govern m en ta l organ isations e sp e c ia lly  hum an rights 
organisations, re lig io u s and ethnic b o d ies, ind iv idu als, and  
last but b y  n o  m ean s the least, the legislature.

In the ca se  o f  party o p p osition  itse lf, it sh ou ld  be o b v i­
o u s  that in a presidentia l sy stem  o f  dem ocracy , as op p o sed  
to the parliam entary m o d el, o p p osition  is  n ot a lw a y s a lo n g  
party lin es . In a presidential system, leg isla to rs can  and do  
vote  not necessarily for their party’s position , right or w rong, 
but a ccord in g  to their conscience. This is partly b eca u sc  in  
a presidentia l system, parties are little  m ore than e lectora l 
machines and also party b eca u se  all ex ecu tiv e  p o w ers flo w  
from  the president w h o se  m andate is  nation-wide and w h o  
therefore can east his net wide in shopping for id eas and  
for personnel say, for his cabinet. In contrast, m  a parlia­
mentary sy stem , the prim e m inister, w h o  has only a c o n ­
stitu en cy  m andate is merely the first a m o n g  equals, and 
therefore is as much su bject to party d ictates as h is  m in is­
terial and parliam entary c o llea g u es .

All this makes it possible to have legislative opposition 
to the ruling party, even when it has a majority m the legis­
lature. Indeed, in the presidential system, legislative oppo­
sition IS m ore portent than party opposition or any other 
opposition lo r that matter.

H avin g  said all this, it m ust still be admitted that Sh agan  
is a b so lu te ly  right to worry that w e  seem  headed  for an 
imperial p resid en cy  under P resident O lu seg u n  O basanjo. 
S in ce  c o m in g  to  pow er, the im p each ab le  o ffen ce s  which 
O basan jo  has co m m itted  can turn even the most in se n s i­
tiv e  d ictator green  with envy. H e has fired  and insta lled  
military and p o lice  c h ie fs  in co m p lete  contem p t o f  the pro­
cess. H e has im p lem en ted  bu d ges in a se le c t iv e  manner 
and a b o v e  all he has e v en  spent money without leg is la tiv e  
appropriation . B y  the la st count, he has brought in  the  
A m erican  military to “p rofession a lize  our m ilitary w ithout 
necessary say — so  o f  the N ational A ssem b ly . O ne can  go  
on  and on.

Y et it is  very  u n lik e ly  that O basan jo  w ill be  im p each ed  
or rem o v ed  from  o f f ic e  before  h is current term  runs out. 
E ven  i f  h e  cou ld , p erso n a lly  I d o n ’t th ink  h e  sh ou ld , g iv en  
the fragile  nature o f  our infant dem ocracy. Still it is  im pera­
tiv e , as Shagari has said , that there is  resp o n sib le  o p p o s i­
tion  to  the w a y  P resident O basanjo has been running the  
affairs o f  th is country. T he p rosp ect for the em erg en ce  o f  
su ch  o p p o sitio n , I am  afraid, se e m s rather b leak  for now .

T here arc, I h a v e  sa id  earlier, at least f iv e  so u rces o f  
op p o sitio n  to  the ru ling party, apart from  o p p o sitio n  from  
Other parties, n a m ely  the m ass m ed ia , non -governm enta l 
o rgan isa tion s e sp e c ia lly  the hum an rights organ isations, 
ethn ic , sec tio n a l and re lig io u s organ isations, ind iv idu a ls  
and the leg isla ture. A s  at n o w  o n ly  o n e  or tw o  o f  th ese  
sou rces seem  up to the scratch as far as the qu alities need ed  
fo i b e in g  ab le  to sp eak  up e f fe c t iv e ly  against e x ecu tiv e  
e x c e s se s  arc concerned . S o m e  o f  th ese  qu a lities are in teg ­
rity, cred ib ility  and courage.

T he m a ss m ed ia  has hitherto sh o w n  a lot o f  co u rage  in 
opposing dictatorsh ip  but their in tegrity  and cred ib ility  re­
m ain s d u b io u s to  sa y  the least. T h ey  h ave b een  h ig h ly  
se lec tiv e  in  figh tin g  o ffic ia l corruption and th ey  seem  m ore  
in terested  in  reflec tin g  and im p o sin g  their o w n  agenda or 
th o se  o f  their m entors than in  reflec tin g  the p u b lic  agenda. 
C o n seq u en tly , th ey  ha v e  tended  to ignore  in co n v en ien t  
facts and to sen sa tio n a lize  and distort rea lity  or e v en  fabri­
cate  “facts ’.

W hat is  true o f  the m ass m ed ia  is  a lso  true Of the N G O s. 
A n y  o b server  o f  the N ig eria n  sc e n e  w ill  b e  fo rg iv en  i f  he 
im a g in es that there has b een  a b so lu te ly  no abu se o f  h u ­
m an rights or free sp ee c h  sin ce  O basanjo  cam e to pow er  
nearly  tw o  years ago . Yet on  a num ber o f  o c ca s io n s , secu­
rity a g e n c ie s  have , for  in stan ce, invad ed  the o ff ic e s  o f  To­
day n ew spap er, p u b lish ed  in A b uja  and the c o n fisca ted

S h a g a r i ’s 
l a m e n t a t i o n

so m e  o f  their ed ition s. In the fa ce  o f  such  in fr in gem ents or 
in  e v en  w o rse  c a se s  lik e  O di, the N G O s ha v e  e ith er lo o k ed  
the other w ay, or th ey  have  b een  un ch aracteristica lly  m ild  
in their criticism s.

T he ethn ic  organ isa tion s lik e  A fen ifere  or O h an aeze, 
the sec tio n a l org a n isa tio n s lik e  the A rew a  C o n su lta tive  
Forum  (A C F ), the A sso c ia tio n  o f  South-South P rogressives  
(A S S P R O ), the re lig io n s organ isa tion s lik e  the C hristian  
A sso c ia tio n  o f  N ig er ia  (C A N ) and the Jam a’atul N asril Is ­
lam  (JN I), are for all practical p u rp oses han dicapped  as d e ­
fenders o f  the r ights and the co m m o n  interests o f  N ig er i­
ans. T h ey  m ay c la im  to speak up for w hat is g o o d  for all and 
o p p o se  w h at is  bad, but all to o  o ften  w h at o n e  o rgan isation  
regards as g o o d  for its m em b ers, the others see  as bad  for  
their o w n  m em b ers. In other w o rd s g o o d  and bas is, a las, 
often  in  the e y e  o f  the b eh o ld er  as far as th ese  organisations  
are concerned .

A s  for the parties th e m se lv es , it is n e e d less  to  say  that 
the three reg istered  h a v e  b een  a great let d ow n . A ll o f  them  
are so  crisis-r id den  th ey  e x is t  o n ly  in nam e. A n d  h av in g  
serv ed  their p u rp ose o f  putting their cand id ates in  the le g ­
islature and the e x ec u tiv e  seat, th ey  have  b een  red uced  to  
the situation  whereby it is  the tail n o w  that w a g s  the d o g  
rather than the other w a y  round.

A ll o f  w h ich  lea v e s  u s w ith  the in d iv id u a ls and the le g ­
islature as sou rces o f  o p p o sitio n  to the ru lin g  party. In d i­
v id u a ls lik e C h ie f  Sunday A w o n iy i, C h ie f  G ani F aw eh inm i 
and Dr. B a la  U sm a n  h a v e  b een  critical o f  the presidency. 
T h ese  three have  sh o w n  cou rage, cred ib ility  and integrity  
in their cr itic ism s, but as in d iv id u a ls their e f f ic a c y  cannot 
be lim ited . O thers lik e  form er H ead  o f  State, M aj.-G en . 
M uham m adu Buhari and C h ie f  Orji K alu , the A b ia ’s gover­
nor, h a v e  a lso  b een  critical, but there is w id esp read  su sp i­
c io n  that there is so m £  personal e lem en t to  their critic ism s.

U p  till now , the m o st e ffe c t iv e  ch eck  aga in st ex ecu tiv e  
e x c e s se s  at the cen ter  has b e e n  the N a tio n a l A ssem b ly ,  
particularly the H o u ses o f  R epresen tatives, w h o se  Speaker, 
H onou rab le  U m ar G hali N a ’A bba, has su rv ived  repeated  
e x ec u tiv e  o n slau gh t to unseat h im , B ut as is  pretty o b v i­
o u s  from  the w a y  O basanjo has, m etap h orica lly  sp eak in g , 
gotten  a w a y  w ith  murder, the leg is la tiv e  ch eck  has not b een  
g o o d  enou gh . T he reason  is  o b v io u s. A s  I sa id  in  m y  p iece  
on  T he T rium ph o f  N a ’A b b a ” (The Comet N o v em b er  8, 
2 0 0 0 ), the Speaker has su rvived  the presidential onslaughts  
not b eca u se  he is  upright or princip led , but s im p ly  b eca u se  
his supporters can se e  through O b asan jo ’s crusade against 
corruption as h ig h ly  se lec tiv e .

It w o u ld  appear o f  recen t that N a ’A b ba has b eco m e  
battle w eary  and is  n o w  prepared to  throw  in the tow el.  
Sp ecu la tio n s ha v e  b een  rife  s in ce  h e  paid  a cou rtesy  call 
on  the president during the last Sa llah /C h ristm as period , 
that there is n o w  a leg is la tiv e /ex ecu tiv e  truce. T he ev id en ce  
is  sa id  to in c lu d e  the sp eed  w ith  w h ic h  O b asan jo ’s 2001  
b u d get w a s p a ssed  and a deal to  g iv e  h im  h is  N 8 0  b illio n  
presidentia l je t  in return for n ew  o ffic ia l cars for the leg is la ­
tors, a m o n g  other th ings.

It w o u ld  be sad i f  th ese  sp ecu la tio n s turn out to b e  true, 
b eca u se  u n princip led  as the leg is la tiv e  o p p o sitio n  to the  
e x ec u tiv e  w a s, it w a s still better than no o p p o sitio n  at all. 
M y  fear is  that the a b sen ce  o f  n o  o p p o sitio n  at all cou ld  

m m  out to b e  fatal. It has become fa sh ion ab le  to  d ism iss  
co u p s as u n fash ion ab le . M a y  b e  so . B ut then nature ab­
hors vacuum . A n d  i f  the c iv il  sector  d o es n ot fill the  p o s i­

tion  o f  resp o n sib le  o p p o sitio n  to  ex ec u tiv e  e x c e sse s , the  
m ilitary c lap s w ill be tem pted to fill it.

In this respect, it is instructive that General T.Y. Danjum a, 
w h o  P resident O basanjo se e m s to rely  up on  to  k eep  the  
so ld iers in lin e , has b een  v ery  reluctant to  rem ain  in  the  

federal cabinet. H ealth  reasons ha v e  b een  sited , but it is  
doubtfu l that it is  the real reason . It is  a lso  eq u a lly  s ig n if i­
cant that it is  the so ld iers th e m se lv es , rather than m em b ers  
o f  the D e fcn ce  C om m ittees o f  the N a tio n a l A ssem b ly , w h o  
are sp eak in g  out aga in st A m erican  troops b e in g  brought 

into  the country o sten s ib ly  to p ro fe ss io n a lize  our army.
T h ese  s ig n s m a y  be so  o m in o u s right n o w  but the c iv il  

sector  k id s it s e lf  i f  it th inks m ilitary in tervention  in  p o litic s  

is  n o  lo n ger  p o ssib le . Its ch a n ces o f  su cc e ss  m ay  b e  slim  or  
even n il, but that has n ev er  deterred the adventurous or 
determ ined  so ld ier  from  thing. T he sooner, therefore, the  

c iv il sector  h eed s S h agari’s ca ll for resp o n sib le  o p p o sitio n  
to  the ru ling party, the better the ch a n ces that our fragile  
d em ocracy  w il l  survive.

Mohammed Haruna, Managing Director of Citizen Com­
munications, is an Editorial Board member of Daily Trust.

EDITORIAL
The burden of 
Budget 2001

T he positive signals that the frosty relationship 
between the executive and legislative arms had 
abated came with the prompt passing of the year 

2001 budget proposal by the National Assembly. The 
late approval of the budget by the National Assembly 
has been the basic cause of disagreements between the 
two important arms of government. It began with the 
supplementary budget sent to the Assembly immediately 
the administration came in May/June 1999 when it 
discarded the military budget it inherited. By the time 
it was passed, the executive had loudly accused the 
legislature of having delayed the dividend of democracy 
to the Nigerian masses. This was the beginning of the 
disagreements that lasted almost 15 months.

The year 2000 budget generated even more 
intensive bickerings. It was passed in March and while 
the executive blamed the members of the National 
Assembly and explained that the non-release of funds 
for capital projects, recurrent obligations and other 
sundry costs was caused by the delay in passing the 
appropriation bill, the lawmakers said the executive 
submitted the bill to them late in December and they 
should be commendcd for passing it within three 
months. They had in the course of deliberations, 
threatened to abandon the budget because the executive 
had refused to implement the supplementary budget to 
the letter. The accusations and counter-accusations 
continued, until the passage of 2001 budget in record 
time.

The burden of implementation now rests with the 
executive. Part of the Quarrel has been that the executive 
has always jettisoned any additions on the budget by the 
legislature with the explanation that their job stops at 
making laws  ̂This time around, they have refrained 
from adding anything, they merely stamped and sent 
the budget back to the executive to implement what it 
appropriated.

After two years of “learning process”, Nigerians 
now look up to the executive for the full implementation 
of the budget 2001. On its part, and realising that it 
will no longer pass the buck on to anyone else, the 
government proposed to dip into the external reserves 
to finance the capital projects. Here too, the National 
Assembly gave its nod.

We commend this new co-operation between the 
legislature and the executive. The Daily Trust urges 
the Federal Government to implement the budget 2001 
in full, now that it has the absolute backing of the 
legislature. Nigerian governments have always been 
commended for putting together fine policies but our 
bane has always been poor implementation. We urge 
that this time around, the lofty principles of 
rehabilitation of transportation, power, water, 
agriculture and education as enunciated in the 2001 
budget be fully implemented. With the approval to draw 
from the external reserves, money should no longer be 
the problem.

Nigerians have waited long enough for the much 
talked about democracy dividend, the only way to 
assuage their appetite is the full implementation of the 
budget.

F elicitations!
T h e  m a n a g e m e n t ,  

s ta ff  and pu blisher  
o f  Breaking News 

w e e k ly  n ew sp a p er , A b uja  
w ish  to congratu la te  your  
new spap er for taking a bold  
step  to lead all n ew spap ers  
in  N orthern .N igeria  b y  g o ­
ing  daily.

W e are proud to  b e  a s­

s o c ia t e d  w ith  th is  g ia n t  
a ch iev em en t o f  yo u rs and  
pray A lla h  to  g iv e  y o u  the  
w e a l tii* stren gth  and w is ­
d om  to su sta in  it.

P lea se  a ccep t m y  c o n ­
gratulations o n c e  m ore. 
M a lam  M u s ta p h a  M o h ­
am m ed, P ub lisW r/E d ito r- 
in-C hief
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Bush and his stolen Presidency
■    nol/arltiapp ri (tfiitin on n < i <

By Idang Alibi

George W. B ush  w as  
sworn in recently as 
the 43rd president o f  
th e  U n ite d  S ta te s  o f  

Am erica. The world, esp e­
c ia lly  those o f  us in what is 
c a lle d  th e  th ird  w o r ld ,  
should be happy about his 
a s c e n s io n  to  th e  p r e s i­
d en cy .

T h is is  b e c a u se  B u sh  
assum ed the p resid en cy  a 
severely weak man, lacking 
the moral authority to lec ­
ture other countries about 
the w a y  th ey  sh o u ld  run 
their l iv e s , the w a y  other  
A m erica n  P re sid e n ts  b e ­
fore him  used to do.

W hy do I say so  ? J h e  
reason  is sim p le . B oth  in 
th e  U S A  i t s e l f  and the  
w h ole  w ide world, it is com ­
m on k n o w le d g e  that Mr. 
B u sh  is  in p o w e r  to d a y , 
courtesy  o f  a r igged  e le c ­
tion and a politically  parti­
san ruling by the country’s 
S u p rem e  C ou rt ju s t ic e ,  
m o st  o f  w h o m  \y ere  a p ­
p o in te d  b y  R e p u b lic a n  
p r e s id e n ts  in c lu d in g  
B u s h ’s father. To put it 
bluntly,, Bush is President 
today through what w e N i­
gerians call Wuruwuru and 
Magomago.

T h e  w a y  and  m anner  
B ush got his mandate is no 
d if fe r e n t  from  the w ay  
so m e  T hird W orld P r e s i­
dents get to pow er . B ush  
w ill therefore lack the moral 
h ig h  g ro u n d  to  lec tu r e
other leaders w h o adopted  
his strategies and m ethods 
to get to office,

Those w ho b elieve that 
there is  a higher in v isib le  
being  som ew h ere w h o re­
m ote controls the affairs o f  
the world, w ill easily  see  the
hand o f  G od in the election  
that prod u ced  B ush . T he  
c lc c t io n  w a s d e s ig n e d  to 
h u m b le  the A m erica n s, a 
n a tio n  that is
unrepentantly arrogant and 
se lf-r ig h teo u s .

A m e r ic a  d e l ig h t s  in  
ta lk ing  to other p eop le  in  
condescension. It claim s it 
is the guardian angel o f  de­
m ocracy  and its h a llo w ed  
p r in c ip le s . B ut G od  w h o  
d e lig h ts  in  r e v e a lin g  the  
u n der-b elly  o f  hyp ocrites, 
h a s sh o w n  u s A m e r ic a ’s

n a k e d n e ss -  r ig g in g  and  
Other “politricks also flour­
ish  in the h a llo w ed  shrine 
isf dem ocracy.

P erh a p s, w e  are  
o p p o rtu n ed  to  k n o w  th is  
because the tw o candidates 
w ere master “politrickians” 
w h o  m a tch ed  e a ch  other  
r ig g in g  for r ig g in g  m oney  
for m oney and ruling for rul­
in g . That is  w h y  the o u t­
com e o f  their e lection  w as  
“too c lose  to call” until the 
ju d g es  o f  on e  w ere c lever  
e n o u g h  to  o u t-r u le  th e  
o th er ’s.

A m erica also  prides it­
s e l f  on p o ssessin g  high ju ­
dicial sense. Here again, the 
ruling o f  the h igh est court 
in  th e  lan d - the su p rem e  
C ourt- has r ev e a le d  a lot 
about the A m erica n  ju d i­
c iary , T h e se  j u d g e s  can  
even  be more blantly parti­
san  than in  th e  so -c a lle d  
Third World countries. A ct­
in g  lik e  j u d g e s  in  so m e  
backw ard countries o f  the  
w orld, the Suprem e Court 
ju stices appealed that their 
in fa m o u ^  ru lin g  on B ush  
should not be cited as pre­
c ed en ce .

I f  the justices were con­
fident that the position they
took w as to serve the ends 
o f  justicc, w hy arc they beg­
ging that no one should re­
call their p iece o f  w isdom ?

I b e liev e  that the 200 0  
election  w as a clear indica­
tion  that A m erica is under 
judgem ent. It is a signal o f  
th e  c o m m e n c e m e n t  o f  a 
steady decline and eventual 
fall o f  A m erica as a super 
p o w er . A s  a n a tio n ,  
A m erica has not exercised, 
fairly, the pow ers G od has 
been  kind enou gh  to g iv e  
to it.

First, w ith all its wealth, 
A m erica  is m iserly , m ean  
and churlish. The UN se c ­
r e ta r y -g e n e r a l, Mr. K o fi
Anan, put it m ore succinctly  
when he said som e tim e ago  
that th e  tr a g ed y  o f  our
w o r ld  to d a y  is that the  
w ea lth iest nation on earth
to d a y  h ap pens to  a lso  be
the least generous.

Am erica does not cher­
ish using its m oney to pro­
vide food for less privileged  
humanity. Rather, it loves to 
use its m eans to buy guns 
and am m u n ition  to  bom b

out poor, hungry and d e s­
perate people w h o disagree  
w ith  its po licies or ph iloso­
phy.

S e c o n d , A m e r ic a ’s 
s e n s e  o f  ju s t ic e  is  a lso  
flaw ed. It does not operate 
a single standard in its rela­
t io n s  w ith  the rest o f  the  
w orld. Rather, it m aintains 
double or even  triple stan­
dards. W hat is good  in the 
s ig h t  o f  A m e r ic a  is  o n ly  
what w ill serve its interests.

T hat is  w h y  A m e r ic a  
picks and chooses the vari­
ous form s o f  governm ents  
in existence today. Am erica 
w ill love a m ilitary dictator 
in one country but hate an­
o th er  so  in te n se ly  in a n ­
other country, it w ill support 
a m onarchy in one place but 
p ressu r ize  anoth er to  b e ­
com e republican; it w ill train 
and fund a rebel army in one  
continent but w ill go  out to 
bom b another rebel group  
in  another continent.

W hen  a J o rg e  H aid er  
w ins an election in Austria, 
A m erica  and its European  
a llie s  cannot cou n ten a n ce  
that dem ocratic  c h o ice  by  
Austrians yet A m erica is a
n o to r io u s  su p p o rter  o f  
righ t-w m g governm ents in  
i t s  b a c k y a r d  -  L atin  
Am erica.

W hen  the is la m is ts  in 
A lgeria w ere poised  to w in  
a dem ocratic election, their 
happy run w as aborted by
th e  s o ld ie r s  in  that u n ­
happy North African coun­
try, y e t A m erica  the c h ie f  
priest o f  dem ocracy, did not
opp ose the abortion o f  d e ­
m ocracy in A lgeria because 
it hates a dem ocratic g o v ­
e rn m en t to  b e  run b y  
islam ists.

Third, as indicated ear­
lier, A m erica is too loud, too
haughty, to o  arrogant and 
too proud. A nd what does  
the H oly B ook say about a 
p e r so n  or a n a tio n  w h o /  
w hich  has the above m en­
t io n e d  a t t itu d e s1.'1 S u ch  a 
person or a country w ill be
hum bled.

G od says he brings low  
the h a u g h ty  and e le v a te s  
the humble. We saw  that in  
th e  fa te  o f  A m e r ic a  and  
Ghana. Ghana, a sm all and 
b a c k w a rd  W est A fr ic a n  
country, had a c lean , free  
a n d ' f a ir  e le c t io n  w h ile

A m erica , the g ian t had a 
rigged  and em barrassingly  
d e a d lo c k e d  e le c t io n  that 
w as even tually  decid ed  by  
a grou p  o f  u n p r in c ip le d ,  
p a r tisa n  an d  c o w a r d ly  
ju d g es .

Som e argue that in spite 
o f  the w a y  th e  A m erica n  
presidentia l e lectio n  w ent, 
there w as still in evidence a 
m easure o f  the trium ph o f  
d em ocracy  becau se  un like  
e ls e w h e r e , th ere  w a s  n o  
coup , no riot or in su rrec­
tion.

W ell, I interpret that p o­
sition  as another ev id en ce  
o f  A m e r ic a ’s w e ll-k n o w n  
hypocrisy. A  nation o f  pre­
tended saints, they use nice 
words and adopt politically  
correct a ttitu d es to co v er  
grave a c ts o f  in ju stice  or  
great w ro n g s against both  
man and God.

W e here ha v e  no tim e  
for niceties. B u sh ’s victory  
is  nak ed  robbery. E v e r y ­
b o d y  k n o w s  that i f  the  
F lo r id a  v o t e s  w e re  r e ­
c o u n te d . A1 G ore  w o u ld  
h a v e  w o n  and b e c o m e  
president. T he v o te s  w ere  
not a llow ed to be recounted  
because o f  the shenanigans 
o f  som e high profile crooks 
in ju d g es hood s.

To rem ain quiet is to jo in  
in  th e  ac t o f  c o n sp ir a c y  
against A1 G ore. I f  such a 
thing happens here, w e w ill 
m ake our v iew s  know n in
street dem on stra tion s, not
b e c a u se  w e  are “u n c iv i ­
lised ” but m a in ly  b eca u se  
w e  ab h or in ju s t ic e  and  
ro g u ery . T h e  natu re o f
B u sh ’s v ictory w ould  have  
g iv en  our cartoon ists here 
a field  day. H e w ould  have  
b e e n  d e sc r ib e d  as an 
“executhief”.

G o d  h as g iv e n  u s an  
opportunity to poke fun at
the U SA . But I w ill not m ake 
a joke at the expense o f  that 
country. H ow ever , 1 p lead
that w h en  next A m erica is 
h o ld in g  an e le c t io n ,  the  
w orld should  send foreign  
o b se r v e r s  to  th e  p la c e .  
W ho k n o w s , r ig g in g  and  
other election  m al-practises 
may degenerate to v io lence  
and coups in  the p lace  the 
next tim e around. The world  
w ill lo v e  to hear it all from  
foreign  observers!

Mr. Alibi, a former 
member of the Daily Times 
Editorial Board, writes 
from Abuja.

Hadejawa’s greed is their undoing (II)
”  . 1 x r* tha mApt tV\r ma timamgs they tight Jigawa.Continued from yesterday

By Safiyanu B. Ringim

I am sure not many o f  those 
watching Hadejawa’ s she 
nanigans since then can re­
call that even in old Kano, like 

the Yorubas, they were always 
the problem o f  the State, with 
their inability to work with 
others as a team, bul only as 
Hadejawa. O f course, there 
may be some historical expla­
nation to this, since they had 
had a run-in with Amir Alu oi 
Kano as a result o f  their un­
just and treacherous assassi­
nation of a B utsc  tradihona) 
ruler -it was a Galadima, or 
Madaki, I think - leading to 
their being squashed by the 
might o f  Kano and her allies. 
Gumel was ordered to annex 
all o f  Hadcjia territory, so too 
were a lfo f  Kano's allies and 
vassals ordered to evacuate the 
Hadejawa in their midst. D e­
sp ite the p oetic  ju stic e  o f  
H adejia’s subordination to 
Dutse (almost a hundred years 
later) the Hadejawa had m i­
raculously-persisted in con­
tinuing to have their cake and 
eat it At Hadejia town meet-

In Dutse they fight for the 
choicest o f  what Jigawa has to 
offer. First, they fought against 
Jigawa, insisting on Hadejia or 
nothing. W hen burning and 
looting couldn’t get them any­
where, like the Yoruba and June 
12, they made the best use o f  
their blackmailing prowess to 
get the best o f  all appoint­
ments in government. The very 
first secretary to the Jigawa 
sta te  go v ern m en t w as a 
Hadejia prince. Subsequently, 
o f  the total o f  som e six occu­
pants o f  the post, two more 
Hadejawa had held the job, in­
cluding the incumbent, Alhaji 
Ibrahim Hassan. H ow  many 
have held it from Gumel? N ot 
one, and no one is complaining 
from Gumel? H ow many have 
held the job from Kazaure? Not 
one, not even in an acting ca­
pacity, I believe. And ao one 
is  c o m p la in in g . W hat o f  
Ringim ? Only once did Dr. 
Ahmed Rufa’i serve as a sit-in 
SSG when a Hadejia man was 
the SSG. Are the people o f  
Ringim complaining over this?

Consider that even with 
the noise from Hadejia, today, 
the Deputy Governor, holding

the post for the second time, 
is from Hadejia. Apart from 
the number two man and the 
SSG, being from Hadejia, three 
other full cabinet portfolios are 
manned by Hadejawa — the 
commissioners for Agriculture 
(Ibrahim Shehu Kwatalo); Edu­
cation (Abba Anas Adamu); 
Ju stice  (B arrister  A ishatu  
Rufa’i). This is not to talk o f  
perm anent secretaries and 
other key posts, ranging from 
the Pilgrim s Board where a 
Hadcjia man has been in chargc, 
albeit doing creditably well, for 
all o f  eight years and the bud­
get directorate where another 
tttifcilti Thttfi to?, tec*. hcA&YT.g 
fort as permanent secretary, the 
state’s director o f  information 
(Ishaq Hadejia) and numerous 
other directors and board mem­
bers, all o f  them good and pa­
triotic Hadejawa serving the 
state dihgent)y. Deneraiiy, 
Hadejia is actually much bet­
ter o ff, and certainly m uch  
more strategically represented 
than all other emirates put to­
gether in all the governments 
w e have had in Jigawa.

So, the question now is 
why all the hue and cry over 
m arginalisation? For us in

other areas, it sm acks o f  an 
Oliver Twist syndrome, one that 
1 daresay-is as counterproduc­
tive as the apocryphal tale o f  
the young man who kept crying 
w olf when there was none, to 
the extent that when indeed the 
vicious marauding w olf came no 
one was ready to believe him. 
For those go o d  p eop le  o f  
Hadejia and its outlying districts 
in the Jigawa North East Sena­
torial Zone, it is high time they 
came out to disown the trouble­
makers, the w o lf cricrs in their 
midst. After all, with all the ap­
pointm ents they have, i f  no 
project gets done in Hadejia, who 
really is to blame? Hadejawa o f  
course!

The good Hadejawa, and 
there are thousands o f  them, in­
cluding the scores o f  them serv­
ing in various government min­
istries and departments in Jigawa 
and elsewhere, need to caution 
those opportunist political war­
lords still fighting the will o f  A l­
lah for a decade and more to de­
sist. They should be advised that 
there is virtue in being truthful. 
The facts here speak for them­
selves.

Safiyanu B. Ringim, No. 17 
Marakawa Qtrs, Ringim, 
Jigawa State. Concluded.

Of myth, fallacies 
and the truth (II)

B y B y  A b u  J a a fa r

De fy in g  h istory  and lo g ic  h o w ev er , Dr. M orey  g o e s  
on  to say  that the nam es il or  ilah w ere  ch a n g ed  to  
A lla lf ‘under the tu te lage  o f  M uh am m ad ’ .B ut he  
a lso  adm itted  in h is b o o k  that M uh am m ad ’ s father h a d ’ 

A lla h ’ in  h is  nam e , A b d a lla h ’ . S o  a lso  n u m erous other  
p e o p le  lik e  the Jew s A b d allah  b in  Sa lam  and A b dallah  
b in  U b a y y  .T his sh o w s c lea r ly  that the nam e A lla h  m ust 
ha v e  b een  in e x is ten ce  am on g  the A rabs b efo re  the c o m ­
ing  o f  M uham m ad. T hat e v en  Jew s w ere  u sin g  th is nam e  
debu nk s Dr. M o rey ’s h yp o th esis . P r o f  C o o n  has stated  
that the nam e il ( or  e l for the H eb rew s) is  part o f  the nam e  
E m m anuel. It is not surprising that Dr. M orey  ‘fo rg o t’ to  
m en tion  this detail in  h is  b ook s. H o w  co u ld  he exp la in  the 
M o o n -g o d ’s nam e as b e in g  part o f  the nam e o f  h is  lord  
and sa v iou r  Jesus C hrist (E m m anu el is  another nam e for  
Jesu s!).

The m oon-god theory is one that stands on no foun­
dation at all. There is no evidence that M uhammad w or­
shipped the M oon-G od, or any other idol for that matter, 
before his call to prophethood. W hy then should he im ­
p o se  th is M oon-G od , w ith  w h ich  he had no a ffilia tion  
w hatsoever, on any other person? A nd w h y  w as he per­
secuted for calling to the worship o f  an idol that w as w ell 
known to the Arabs then? W hy did he prefer this M oon- 
G od o f  Southern Arabia over and above the m ore than 
300 gods that existed in the K a’abah in his ow n Northern 
Arabia? These are questions Dr. M orey and Fani-K ayode  
should supply answ ers for to back up their claim . I f  in­
deed Islam  has any affiliation w ith m oon worship, then I 
suppose the Qur’ an should g ive  us an inkling o f  this. Let 
us then refer to the Q ur’ anic verses w hich m ention the 
m oon. Exam ples are:

1. “D o n ’t you see that to Allah bow  down in worship  
all th ings that are in the heavens and on  earth-the sun, 
the m oon, the stars, the h ills, the trees, the anim als, and a 
great number am ong mankind?” (Q ur’an 22:18)

2. “ A m ong H is signs are the night and the day, and 
the sun and the m oon. Adore not the sun and the m oon, 
but adore A llah  w h o created them ” (Qur’an 41:37)

3. “H e has su bjected  the sun and the m oon to H is  
la w s, each  running its  cou rse  for  a tim e a p p o in ted ” 
(Qur’an 31:29,35:13)

4. H e has m ade subject to you  the sun and the m oon, 
both diligently  pursuing their courses” (Q ur’an 14:33)

5. “H e m akes the night for rest and tranquillity, and 
the sun and the m oon  for reckon in g  o f  tim e" (Q u r’an 
6:96)

6. “It is he w h o  has m ade the sun to be a sh in ing  
glory, and the m oon to be a light” (Q ur’an 10:5).

The picture is c lear that the m oon  is a creation  o f  
A llah that is subjected  to man to u se  for reckon in g  o f  
tim e. This is w h y M uslim s use the lunar calendar. This 
does not indicate m oon worship because in the tim ing for 
prayers, it is  the sun that is  u sed . T he argum ent that 
M u slim s u se  the c re sc en t as a sy m b o l b e c a u se  they  
venerate the m oon is baseless because the sym bolism  o f
the crescent came into Islam only long after the prophet 
has d ied . N ow h ere  is the sy m b o lism  m entioned  in the  
Qur’an or hadiths. I f  the crescent in the sym bol indicates 
m oon w orsh ip , w hat o f  the star that is  a lso  part o f  the 
sym bol? D o es that indicate star worship? F ani-K ayode’s 
argument that the crescent is a sym bol that w as adopted  
to attract follow ers o f  idol worshippers has no historical 
backing. N ot so how ever the Christian use o f  the Cross, 
the sym b ol o f  the Sun god , w h ich  w as adopted at the 
Council o f  N icea  in 325 A D .

T his, together w ith  fix in g  Christm as on  the Birthday  
o f  the sam e Su n-G od, and the adoption  o f  the R om an  
S u n -d a y  as th e  S a b b a th , w e r e  a im e d  at b r in g in g  
Christianity in line w ith the pagan practices o f  R om e. The 
line o f  argum ent that A llah  is a pre-Islam ic idol god  w hom  
M uham m ad e levated  to  a h igh  status w h ile  d estroying  
the other idols that inhabited the Ka ‘abah defies all log ic . 
W hen M uham m ad ordered the destruction o f  all id o ls on  
the conquest o f  M akkah, no idol called  A llah  w as know n  
to have been spared. I f  an idol call&d A llah existed , then 
M uham m ad m ust ha v e  d estro y ed  h is  o w n  G od. F ani- 
K ayode h ow ever  w en t to great lengths to quote various 
w orks in order to prove that the pre-Islam ic Arabs knew  
a bou t A lla h  b e fo r e  M u h a m m a d ’s a d v en t. I f  th e  had  
open ed  the p a ges o f  the Q ur’an, h e  w o u ld  ha v e  saved  
h im se lf  the effort. H e w ou ld  h ave appreciated the fact 
that M uslim s are w e ll aware that the pre-Islamic^ Arabs 
kn ew  that A llah  is  the Suprem e B e in g , but th ey  never  
c la im ed  that H e w as a pre-Islam ic idol. T he Q ur’an says

1. “I f  y o u  ask them  w h o  sends dow n rain from  the sky  
and g iv es  life  therew ith to the earth after its death, they  
w ou ld  certainly sa y ’ A llah” ’ (Q ur’an 29:63).

2 . Say ‘w h o  provides for y o u  from  the sk y  and from  
the earth? Or w h o  o w n s hearing and sigh t?  A n d  w h o  
brings out the liv ing  from  the dead and the dead from  the 
liv ing. A n d w h o d isp oses of*the affa irs.’ T hey  w ill sa y ’ 
A llah’” . (Q ur’an 10:31).

3 . “M ost o f  them  do not b e liev e  in  A llah  excep t w h ile  
jo in in g  partners w ith  H im . “

(Qur’an 12:106).
4 . T h ey  say, “w e  w orsh ip  them  o n ly  that they  m ay  

bring us near to A llah” (Q ur’ an
39:3). To be continued.
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"Short Vi9 Sharp
Come out three days only!

I am  very  happy w ith  the c o m in g  o f  Daily Trust. B ut it 
is  a d v isa b le  to  publish the paper three t im es in a 
w e e k , sa y  M onday, W ednesday, and Friday so that 

readers w ill  rem ain  in terested  in  the papei.
Sanusi Tanko,
P.O.Box 09/
N u g u ru —Yobe state.

A baby is born

Let m e  w e lco m c  D a ily  .Trust into the w orld  of news 
papers. T he bab y w ill m eet a lo t of challenges and 
sab otage. C h a llen g e  in the quality and quantity 
and sab otage  b y  so m e  vendors. My main fear is that the 

qu ality  and quantity  o f  the mother publication (W eek ly  
T rust) m ay b e  reduced , I w ill  In-sha-A lla h  support the  
n ew  baby b y  buying it daily (Mondays -  T hursdays) 
and I hope all readers and patriots w ill do the sam e. 
Umar A. Audu Andaha,
Rapp Foundation Clinic,
No. 4, G an g are  — Jos.
P lateau  S tate.

Re: Lagos Justice Ministry

The  p o s it io n  o f  th e  L a g o s  J u stice  M in is try  on  
F a se u n 's  r e le a s e  and c o n tin u e d  d e te n tio n  o f  
B a m a iy i and others ( Weekly Trust, D ecem b er  2 2 -  
2 8 ,2 0 0 0 )  is  to say  the least unfortunate.

T here is no p la ce  in the w orld  w h ere  ev id en ce  brings 
itse lf, rather it is a lw ays sought. E v id en ce  against F aseun  
then  n eed s to b e  sou gh t b y  the Justice  M inistry, A lso  
F aseun has said  it tim e and aga in  that h e  w a s the leader  
o f  the O P C , the group  w h ich  perpetrated the pogrom . 
A s such  ev id en ce  aga in st h im  is o v er-w h elm in g . 
Ilaheeb  Idris Pindiga,
18, Bajoga Quarters,
G om be—C om be state.

Between UBE and begging

It is  b a s ica lly  true that th ese  ch ild ren  learn the w ord  
m g s o f  the H o ly  Q ur’an w ith ou t their practical appli 
ca tio n s, w h ic h  is w h y  th ey  end  up b eg g in g . Islam  

d o e s  n ot co n d o n e  an y  act o f  b e g g in g  b eca u se , it lead s  
to  w e a k n ess  and d ep en d en ce  o n  others.

B ut g overn m en t sh ou ld  incorporate Q ur’am c ed u ca ­
tion  into the U B E  program m e, e sp e c ia lly  in the northern  
states so  that ch ildren  are not dep rived  o f  k n o w led g e  

o f  their relig io n , and the m allam s co u ld  a lso  gam  e m ­
p lo y m en t as teachers.

Ibrahim M.S.Jega,
Kaduna.

Abdulsalam Abubakar 
has done well

Perm it m e a sp ace  in  your w id e ly -rea d  new sp ap er  
to  e x te n d  m y  th a n k s  to  G e n e r a l A b u b a k a r  
A b d u lsa lam i for  creating N E C O  w h ich  broke the  
m o n o p o ly  en jo y ed  b y  the W A E C  in  our b e lo v ed  nation.

M a n y  students w o e fu lly  fa iled  the W A E C  ev ery  year  
for no justifiab le  reason.

I h ereb y  appeal to  the present govern m en t to  support 
the N E C O  w ith  all that th ey  n eed  to raise up the quality  
o f  ed u cation  in  N ig er ia . N ig eria n  u n iversities sh ou ld  
p le a se  n ot reject N E C O  results.
H a ru n a  M o h ’d  Talle,

Kano State Library Board, No. 11, Emir’s Palace Road, 
Kofar Nassarawa, P.O.Box 3094, Kano -  Kano state.

Re: Middle Belt autonomy, myth or reality?
~ \  e o n le  tend  to  forget attended w ith  them , w h ich  1 t  Vi a nrnn ( Vi « » M f  n  J « nl » /J . . — 1  _ ■Pp eo p le  ten d  to  forget  

q u ick ly  w h at h istory  
has taught us. W hen  

I w e n t through the p a g es  o f  
h is to r y  books, I w o n d e r  
about the ca libre o f  p eo p le  
agitatin g  for  the so -c a lle d  
M id dle B elt. Our elite , have  
fa iled  us; instead  o f  them  to 
c o m e  o u t  to  a p o l o g i s e ,  
rather, th ey  are lo o k in g  for  
a cheap  w a y  out.

I rem em ber v iv id ly  w hat 
C ol. U m aru D a n g iw a  (rtd) 
to ld  them  in the m eetin g  he

attended w ith  them , w h ich  
w a s p u b lish ed  b y  th is p a­
p e r  so m e  t im e  la s t  year. 
T here h e  sa id , “w h at h ave  
y o u  g o t to  sh o w  for it” (the  
N orth ), I qu ite agree w ith  
him.

W ith  r e g a r d s  t o  th e  
a b o v e  statem en t, I hereb y  
ca ll o n  th o se  ag itatin g  for  
M id d le  B e lt  a u to n o m y  to  
w atch their respective  stew - 
a r d sh ip  o r  r a th e r , t h e y  
sh o u ld  te ll us the contribu­
tio n s th ey  h a v e  m ade so  far

to  th e  z o n e  that in fo r m ed  
their struggle.

For the b enefit o f  doubt, 
th ey  sh ould  lo o k  through the 
history b o o k s o f  their co u n ­
te rp a r ts  a n d  s e e  h o w  
co lo u rfu l it is , w h en  c o m ­
pared to their o w n , they  w ill  
r e a lise  that th e y  h a v e  n o t  
m ade any reasonable contri­
b u t io n s  to  th e  s o - c a l le d  
M iddle B e lt they seem  to pro­
tect, apart from  enslavem en t  
and k illin g  o f  the p eople .

T h e  sa m e  p e o p le  w h o

Mohammed is not the same as Muhammad
The nam e M uham m ad  

is an A rab ic  word lit 
era lly  m ean in g , “H e  

w h o  is  p r a ise d ” or “T he  
praised  o n e ” . M uham m ad  
w a s the n o v e l nam e g iv en  
to the prophet o f  Islam . 
E ver s in ce , the nam e has  
been  adopted by the M u s­

lim  com m u n ity  all ov er  the  

w o r ld .  T h e  w o r d  

M o h a m m ed  h a s  h o w e v e r  

n o  root in  the A rabic lan ­

g u a g e , it is  a deliberate  d is ­

tortion  b y  the e n e m ie s  o f  

Is la m  to  ren d er  th e  rea l  

m ea n in g  u se le ss . A ll in d i­

viduals, m edia  hou ses, n ew s­
p a p e r s  s h o u ld  ta k e  n o te :  
M uham m ad or A h m ad  is the  
c o r r e c t  s p e l l in g .  N o t  
M oham m ed or A hm ed . 
Ya’aqub Alhassan, Dept, of 
Rel., Studies, University of 
Jos, P la te a u  sta te .

m isled  us in the past are 
at it again, cham pioning  
th e  a u to n o m y  o f  th e  
M iddle B e lt for their se lf­
ish  interests. W hat th ey  
should  fight for at this je t  
a g e  is  n o t  M id d le  B e lt  
a u to -n o m y , b u t th e y  
should co m e together and 
com b in e  their w ealth  and  
k n o w le d g e  and g iv e  us  
scholarship  to various in­
s t i t u t io n s  th e  w a y  
A w o lo w o , Sardauna, Z ik  
have done in  the past and 
the w a y  G ani is  do in g  at 
present. T his is the on ly  
w a y  w c  w ill b e lie v e  they  
are fighting for our course  
a n d  n o t  a g i t a t in g  fo r  
stratification o f  the north­
ern region , I think their  
c r ie s  are w i ld  g o o s e  
chase.

Shuaib D. Adama. Aloko- 
Dekina, Kogi state.

Revisit NYSC practice
Y ouths are in d eed  the bed  
rock  o f  future generations, 
the progress or o th erw ise  
o f  th is c la ss  o f  ind iv idu als  
r e f le c t s  th e  p a ttern  and  
nature o f  that com m u nity . 
N Y S C  w a s introduced to 
un ite  and bring c loser , the  
yo u th  across the n ation , so  
as to  ha v e  un ity  in  d iver­
sity.

T he m issio n  beh ind  the  
N Y  SC programme is indeed  
com m end ab le , but through  
w h ich  m anner sh ou ld  it be  
conducted? B eca u se  N ig e ­
ria is  a b ig , d e m o c ra tic ,  
m ulti-ethnic and m ulti-reli­
g io u s  country. T herefore, 
to  be ju st and fair to these  
c it iz e n s , th e ir  in d iv id u a l  
b a c k g r o u n d  s h o u ld  b e  
consid ered  in the course o f  
m a p p in g  o u t a n y  p o l ic y  
p rog ra m m e fo r  them . To  
pu t a ll N ig e r ia n s  in to  a 
m o n o - c u l t u r a l  s tr a ig h t  
jacket is a counterfeit log ic , 
fraudulent and u n con stitu ­
tional.

A s  a c itizen  o fN ig e r ia ,  
M uslim  b y  relig ion , N Y  SC  
a c tiv it ie s  are a g a in st our  
constitu tiona l rights, lik e ­
w ise  N Y S C  dress/un iform  
is  not fittin g  t o  our fe llo w  
sisters. W e th erefore  ca ll 
o n  a l l  M u s l im  o r g a ­
n isa t io n s  and  le a d e r s  to  
p ro ject to th e  au th orities

c o n c em c d  that:
( M ost a c tiv ities  carried out 
d u r in g  c a m p in g  are  
u n i s la m ic ,  s o  M u s l im  
corpers sh ou ld  b e  g iv e n  a 
w a y  out;
( T hat the N Y S C  authority  
should  m ake these activities  
op tion a l so  as to set M u s­
lim  corpers in harm ony w ith  
their faith.

O therw ise, the re-defm i- 
t io n  o f  N Y S C  to  M u slim  
U m m ah  w ill  sou nd  as N a ­
tional Y outh S in fu l C ourse, 
w h y ?  B e ca u se  an ordinary  
yo u th  ju st graduating from  
the un iversity , a w a y  from  
th e  w a tc h fu l e y e s  o f  h is  
parents, overn igh t b eco m es  
ex p o sed  to fem a les h a lf-na­
k ed , d ressin g  sed u ctiv e ly , 
e x p o s in g  their  b ea u ty  i.e . 
nu dity  in  the nam e o f  fa sh ­
ion, h e  w o u ld  defin itely  end  
up en ticcd , h a v in g  h is faith  
disfigured .

L e t’s r e v is it  u n n e c e s ­
sa r y  a n d  d e l ib e r a t e  
in t e r m in g ly  o f  o p p o s i t e  
se x e s  during registrations, 
pay m en t o f  a llo w a n c es  at 
din in g  h a lls and at parade  
grounds. M u slim  y outh  are 
in d eed  at the rec e iv in g  end  
as their fa ith  is  at stake in a 
national p rogram m e w h ere  
co n d o m s are shared freely. 
S a n u si Ig u d a  K a n o ,
156B, K /N  asa ra w a

IsDiya truly born again?

Ola d ip o  D o n a ld so n  
D iya (former ch ie f o f  
general sta ff during 
A b a c h a ’s a d m m -istra tio n )  

c la im ed  to be a born again  
C hristian  w ith ou t k n o w in g  
the m eaning o f  bom  again. 
“ A  b orn  a g a in  C h ristia n  
should co n fess  all h is sins  
and s in  n o  m o r e ” . M y  
suprise is that D iy a  is  still  
in sistin g  and c la im in g  that 
there w asn ’t a coup attempt 
d u rin g  A b a c h a  r e g im e .  
H o w e v e r  D iy a ’s C h ie f

security officer Mr. Seun  
F a d ip e  c o n fe s s e d  that 
th ere  w a s a c o u p  p lo t,  
A b d u lk a r im  A d isa  
Yoruba officer and part o f  
the c o u p  p lo t  a lso  
confessed , I wonder w hy  
D iy a  w ants to rem ain  
liar, despite being a bom  
again Christian. 
M urjan tu  A. Saeed 
W adata Pharm acy 
No 10 A h m ad u  Bello 
Way
Jos P lateau State

Open Letter to Governor Hashidu

Go v e rn o r  A b u b ak ar  
Hashidu the first ex ­
ecu tiv e  governor o f  
G om be State has very good  

initiatives in terms o f  devel­
opm ent program m es for the  
natives o f  G om be State.

But Kumo town. The head­
quarters o f  Akko local govern­
ment and also the food basket 
o f  Gombe State is neglected and 
left far b eh in d  in term s o f  
infrastructural fac ilities like  
higher institutions o f  learning 
and roads that link some impor­

tant villages together.
Some o f  the roads and 

bridges are dilapidated and 
some have caved in,-ready 
to collapse.

I am calling on our first 
executive governor to en­
deavor to lay tarred feeder 
roads in the town and reno­
vate som e bridges, so «s 
to alleviate the suffering o f  
Rural dwellers. 
Mohammed Bello Ada-mu, 
T/Mayarya Kumo

Repair the Rimaye water system!

I want to appeal to the au
thorities o f  Kankia L ocal 
Government in Katsina state 

to kindly repair Rim aye solar 
energy water system  for the 
betterment o f  all.

The water system  is esti­
m ated  to c o n su m e  r ig h tly  
N 6 0 .0 0 0  (S ix ty  T h ou san d  
Naira) before it becomes opera­

tional again.
Honourable chairman 

should please squeeze w a­
ter out o f  stone to make life  
a bit easier for the people  
o f  Rimaye.
Rimaye Musa Ado, No.
16, Abubakar Burga 
Road, Keffi -  Nasarawa 
state.
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h u
m L'governn

'ollowing the at 
tem pted coup to 
topple the new 

\'government o f  Laurant 
Gbagbo in Cote d ’Ivoire, 
Ivoriens attacked foreign­
ers including Burkinabes 
and looted their property, 
accusing them o f support­
ing the coupists. Clement 
Sawadogo is a member of 
the Burkinabe p a r lia ­
ment. He spoke to Daily 
Trust on this and other is­
sues. The interview was 
conducted in French. Be­
low is the translation.

I want to know the na­
ture of the relations be­
tween Burkina Faso and 
Cote d’Ivoire after the po­
litical crisis recently in 
Cote d’Ivoire.

T hank y o u . Y ou w ill  
have noticcd that since the 
p o lit ic a l c r is is  started in 
C o te  d ’I v o ir e ,  B u r k in a  
Faso has abstained greatly  
from  interfering in this a f­
fair becausc, for us, Burkin 
a F a so , w c  an d  C o te  
d 'Ivo ire  are neighbouring  
co u n tr ies .

B ut above a ll, w e  are 
b ro th e r  co u n tries . Wc 
have a strong Burkinabe 
community living in Cote
d 'I v o ir e  fo r  se v e r a l  d e ­
cades, e v e n  b e fo r e  th e  
complexity o f the relations 
w h ich  ex ls ts-b e tw e en  the 
two Countries but also  the
necessity o f  always main­
taining fraternal relations
to facilitate the life o f  these
populations. It is for this
reason that, from the be­
ginning, you will find with

Foreigners created wealth for Cote d’Ivoire
^  ^  — — S *  1  •  s o r t  n f  a l l p o a t i n n  t n  m a l r # *  l m-Burkinabe member of parliament

By Kevin Ebele Adinnu the Prim e M inister o f  Cote 'n l^e country- W e are not
d ’Ivo ire  w h en ev er  he v is-  interested in that, 
ited Burkina Faso, it w as the There was this coup
P rim e  M in is te r  o f  C o te  
d ’Iv o ir e  w h o  v is i t e d

d ifficu lty  even  declarations 
by Burkinabe politicians on  
the Ivoirien problem . From  
tim e to tim e, a sm all inter­
v e n t io n  b y  th e  H ea d  o f  
State or the M inistry o f  For­
e ig n  A ffa irs  but w e  d o n ’t 
sp e a k  m u ch  b e c a u s e  w e  
d o n ’t think it w ill quench  
the fire . W c had favoured  
as m uch  as p o s s ib le  d ia ­
logue both w ith our Ivorien  
brothers. N ow , I m ust a lso  
say that on the Ivoirien side, 
they have several tim es ac­
cused us o f  supporting one  
party  or the o th er  o n  the  
Iv o r ie n  p ro b lem . W ell, I 
consider that false. It is not 
true b e c a u s e ,  s in c e  th e y  
started speculating that the 
origin o f  A lassane Quattara 
is Burkina Faso.

Is A lassane O u a tta ra  
B urk inabe?

A la s s a n e  O u attara , 
truly from the ancient tim es 
o r ig in a te d  fro m  B u rk in a  
F a s o ...F r o m  the m o m en t  
h is  fa th er  e s ta b lish e d  in  
C ote d ’Ivoire since several
d e c a d e s  e v e n  b e fo r e  
m dependenc, is he still from  
B urkina Faso or C ote 
d ’Ivoire?

Ouattara has been a 
p r im e  m in is te r  in  C o te
d’Ivoire.

H e has been the Prim e
Minister of Cote d’Ivoire.. .1
h a v e  to  rem in d  y o u  that 
throughout the tim e he was

d’etat in Cote d’Ivoire.

Clement Sawadogo 
Burkina Faso. I believe that 
i f  Iv o ir ien s  ha v e  p o lit ica l
p r o b le m s , I th in k  th e y  
should resolve them  am ong  
th e m s e lv e s  and  n ot lo o k  
elsew here for those that in­
terven e  from  o u ts id e . ..w e  
do not have interest in in ­
flu en c in g  p o lit ic s  in C ote  
d ’Ivoire in a w ay to put fire

The coup d ’etat against 
L a m e n t  G b a g b o . Y e s ,  
Larent G bagbo accu sed
som e unknow n m en from  
neighbouring countries, in  
Burkina Faso, but I say that 
in all these accusations, no 
o n e  has sh o w n  a n y  c o n ­
v incin g  proof. T hey are ac­
cusations, that is to say, a

sort o f  a llegation to m ake up 
fo r  fear. Thertf' aro  no  
proofs. We have such inter­
est in C ote d ’Ivoire.

Ivoirien populations 
rose up against foreigners 
living in their country. Is 
that kind of reaction good 
for peaceful co-existence in 
Africa?

A c tu a lly ,  th e r e  w e r e  
d e m o n s tr a t io n s , a c ts  o f  
vandalism  against foreign ­
ers. I think it is not at all ac­
c e p ta b le  to  v a n d a lis e  
th in g s  b e lo n g in g  to  fo r ­
e ig n e r s .  T h e  fo r e ig n e r s  
working w ith Ivoiriens have  
c re a ted  w e a lth  fo r  C o te  
d ’Ivoire. I c h a llen g e  an y­
one to say the contrary. To­
day, in Cote d ’Ivoire, i f  there 
is a country that is  as e co ­
nom ica lly  im portant in the 
sub-region, it is due to the 
sw eat o f  all those w ho work  
in C o te  d ’Iv o ire  w h eth er  
Ivoriens or by origin. C on­
sequently, I don ’t think that 
to d a y , it  is  g o o d  that 
Ivoriens should develop  x e ­
nophob ia  against a part o f  
the population w ho are for­
eigners to the extent o f  se iz ­
in g  th e ir  g o o d s  and  
property ....In  all countries, 
in tern ation al la w s p rotect 
everybody and his property

and the m em bers o f  h is fam ­
ily. There is  no reason for 
one to develop  such x en o ­
ph ob ia  aga in st foreigners. 
I think that i f  there is a p o ­
l i t ic a l  p r o b le m  in  C o te  
d ’I v o ir e , it i s  b e tw e e n  
Ivoirien s . ...It  has been  the

Annan urges end to trade barriers for poor nations
W“ ■ AT C a  a < i  a  ii.. 1 1 ; n 1 1  n t r\ nnn frtK /vl a U a I  ^  1 1 a H amai* aaiim t**i r\

U N  Secretary 
G e n e r a l K o f i  
A nnan has urged  

rich nations yesterday  to

ways to pay for global 
development.

A nna, in a 6 5 -page re­
port recom m ending 87 dif-

Annan
end all their trade barriers 
o n  g o o d s  and  s e r v ic e s  
exported  by p oor nations  
as one o f  dozens o f  novel

ferent measures to better 
m eet the develop ing w orld’s 
fin a n c in g  needs, a lso  sa id  
poor countries should haye

the pow er to regulate short­
term  capital flo w s in tim es 
to crisis, a recom m endation  
certain to stir controversy  
a m on g  ch a m p io n s o f  free  
markets.

A c tiv is ts  at the W orld  
E conom ic Forum  in D avos, 
Switzerland, and elsew here  
haye seized  on a global tax 
o n  sh ort-term  in v estm en t  
f lo w s  and sim ila r  m ech a ­
n ism s as w a y s to d iscour­
age financial crises such as 
th o se  d iffered  recen tly  in  
A rgentina, Turkey, R u ssia  
and A sia .

W h ile  A n n a n  b a c k e d  
controls on short-term capi­
tal flight in tim e o f  crisis, he 
added that restraints “can­
not be used  as a substitute 
for sound and appropriate  
m acroeconom ic p o lic ie s .”

The report w as part o f  a 
drive by the UN officia l to 
push  g o vern m en ts, co rp o ­
rations and international or­
g a n iza tion s to  do m ore to 
h e lp  the w o r ld ’s p o o r e st  
n a tio n s and their  c it iz e n s  
share in the benefits o f  g lo ­
balization.

The cam paign w ill cu l­
m inate in  a U N  conference  
o n  fin a n c in g  for  d e v e lo p ­
m ent in early 2002 .

To date, the w ea lth iest  
nations have b en efited  far 
m ore than their poorer cou s­
in s  from  an era o f  faster  
grow th, m ore jo b s and ris­
ing liv ing  standards drives 
by a thriving g lobal finan­
cial marketplace.

A nnan reported that in 
one prom ising step, the Eu­
r o p e a n  C o m m is s io n  h as  
proposed fu lly  opening the 
m a rk ets o f  th e  E u rop ean  
U n io n ’s 15 m em ber nations 
to all goods except arms ex ­
ported by the w orld’s poor­
est countries.

T hat p lan  w o u ld  p ro ­
v ide the 48 least developed  
countries w ith  a duty-free, 
q u o te-free  m arketp lace in  
m uch o f  Europe, a m odel for 
the rest o f  th e  w o r ld , he  
said .

The d evelop in g  nations 
m ust in crea sin g ly  lo o k  to 
p r iv a te  in v e s tm e n t  and  
tra d e  g r o w th  to  f in a n c e  
their needs because foreign  
aid is shrinking.

C ountries o ffer in g  for­
e ig n  aid on  average d e d i­
ca ted  ju st 0 .24  percent o f  
their'gross national product 
(G N P ) to such aid in 1999  
com pared to 0 .33  percent in 
1999, the report said.

W h ile  don or countries  
have w id ely  agreed that for­
e ig n  aid  sh o u ld  equal 0 .7  
percent o f  their GNP, on ly  a 
handfu l o f  countries -  in ­
cluding Denm ark, the N eth ­
erlands, N orw ay and S w e­
d en  -  h a v e  c o n s is t e n t ly  
m et that ta rg et in  recen t  
years.

“The trends in  o ff ic ia l 
d e v e lo p m e n t  a s s is ta n c e  
during the 1990s w ere par­
ticularly trouble som e “ as 
a id  le v e l s  f e l l  off? evert  
though the eco n o m y  w as 
b o o m in g  in  in d u str ia lized  
w orld and m any develop ing  
c o u n tr ie s  a d o p ted  m ajor  
econom ic reform s.

A s foreign aid declined, 
p r iv a te  and  d o m e s t ic  in ­
vestm en t have b eco m e in ­
c r e a s in g ly  im portant, the  
report said, setting out a raft 
o f  ideas on how  to prom ote 
investm ent.

A m on g  the recom m en­
d a tio n s  fo r  p o o r  n a tio n s  
w ere tax s im p lif ica tio n , a 
crackdow n on tax evasion , 
better e co n o m ic  p lan n ing , 
s tr o n g  c o r p o r a te  g o v e r ­
nance requirem ents, the de­
velopm ent of national pen­
sion  funds, banking reform s 
and m o re  o p e n  f in a n c ia l  
markets.

sam e set o f  politicians how  
h a v e  b e e n  r u lin g  C o te  
d ’Ivoire. I don ’t know w hy  
a n y o n e  w o u ld  to d ay  say  
that foreigners create the 
problem s in C ote d ’Ivoire.

As a member of the 
ECOWAS Parliament, 
what does one do concern­
ing all these political 
problems in West Africa?

W ell, as m em b ers o f  
E C O W A S Parliam ent w e  
are at the beginning o f  our 
mandate. W e have not yet 
had th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
look into o f  our coun­
tr ies’ po litica l, econ om ic , 
so c ia l, cu ltured problem s  
etc. but there are the main 
objects (goals) o f  the Par­
liam ent. T herefore, I am  
sure that in our next se s ­
sion, w e  are go ing  to look  
into th ese  questions. It is 
evident that w e  are go ing  
to understand clearly what 
m ust be from  n ow  the re­
lations am ong W est A fr i­
cans because i f  there is  a 
p arliam ent, it is  g o o d  in  
order for the parliament to 
facilitate the integration o f  
W est Africa. Therefore, w e  
are go ing  to develop  clear 
u n d e r s ta n d in g  b e c a u se  
w e think it is necessary to 
m o v e  tow ards the d isso ­
lu tion  o f  the barriers b e ­
tw e e n  th e  c o u n tr ie s  and  
the population. We are the 
sam e people. It is the En­
g lish  and French c o lo n iz ­
ers w ho cam e and divided  
us. There is no reason for 
u s to  co n tin u e  b e in g  di 
v id e d  tod ay . A s lo n g  as 
w e  c o n t in u e  as m icr o  
states w ith our sm all inter 
ests , w e  w ill  con tin u e  to 
play the gam e o f  our c o lo ­
nizers and in the sam e m an­
n er  c o n tin u e  to  w e a k e n  
o u r se lv es .

C on seq u en tly , I think  
clearly that it is evident for 
u s to w ork to favour and 
strengthen our integration.

In your opinion, what 
rs the future of this 
ECOWAS Parliament?

T h is "parliament has a 
beautifu l future beftjre it 
b e c a u s e  th e  H e a d s  o f  
States w h o  lautiched this 
parliament wanted it to be 
one single parliament. You  
sh ou ld  n ote  that it is  the  
first such sub-region paf- 
liam en t, e v en , in  A fr ica . 
B efore that, there had been  
inter-parliamentary organs 
m a in ta in in g  in ter-p arlia -  
m entary relations. N o w  it 
is  no lo n ger  inter-parlia- 
metilary relations betw een  
and am ong nations. It as 
one sing le  parliament.

T h is  p a r lia m e n t is  
o b lig ed  to accom p lish  its 
m iss io n . T he parliam ent  
has put in place its organs 
-  an  e le c t e d  sp ea k er , 
e lected  o ffice s , and co m ­
m ittees to work with.
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AFRICA &  TH E MIDDLE EAST

Benin

Three more candidates 
over the weekend de 
dared their intention 

I to contest Benin’s Presiden 
| tial election in March.

These are Sacca Lafia 
I (49), Chairman of the union 
1 for Democracy and National 
I Solidarity and first Deputy- 
I Speaker at the National As 
I sembly, Wallis Zoumarou 
I (about 60) the Chairman of 
I the National Union for Soli 
I darity and Progress and 
1 Rhetice Dagba (51), a retired 
I BCEAO employee. This 
I raises the number of Prcsi 
I dential aspirants for the top 
’ post to 10.

Qatar

Wo rld  Trade 
O r g a n is a t io n  
 ̂ (WTO) member

I states form ally agreed to 
I hold the body’s next minis 
Iterial m eeting in the G ulf 
I state o f  Qatar near the end 
I o f  the yearl diplomats said 

The decision was taken 
I by consensus at a meeting 
lo t  the WTO’s general coun- 
Ioil. grouping all 140-mem  
Ibcr states

S o m e  r a d ic a l  a n t i .
I globalisation groups as well 
las labour and environmen­
t a l  organisations groups as 
I well as labour and environ- 
Imental organisations have 
■ condemned the move, say 
ling it is an attempt to shel 
Iter the WTO from protests 
I by holding the gathering in 
I what they called an authori­
ta rian  state

Rwanda
The trial o f  three jour­

nalists accused o f  in 
citing mass slaughter 

I in Rwanda’s 1994 genocide 
I has been postponed until 
I next week after one o f  the 
Nudges fell ill, a UN court 
I said.

The so-callcd “medi 
I trial” was scheduled to re 
I sume on Wednesday, but 
I officials from the Interna 

tional Criminal Tribunal for 
I Rwanda (ICTR) said it had 
been postponed until Feb 
ruary 5

J e a n - B o s c  
I Barayagwiza was director of 
I public affairs in the 
1 Rwandan Foreign affairs 
I ministry in 1994, Hassan 
I Ngczc edited a Hum extrem 
I ist new spaper nam ed 
I Kangura and Ferdinand 
I Nahimana was a director of 
I Radio Television Libre dcs 
I M illc Collines (RTLM)
1 which becam e known as 
|'“hate radio

The three men are 
I charged with conspiracy 
I and incitement to commit 

genocide and crimes against 
| humanity.

Pending before the court 
in the northern Tanzanian 

I town of Arusha are several 
motions filed by defence 
lawyers.

Lamido backs presidential council
By Kevin Ebele Adinnu te rd a y , w ith  th e  c o u n c i l  A ccording to him . ideo- — ________________

F oreign  A ffa irs M in is­
te r , A lh a j i  S u le  
L am ido, has p led g ed  

his m in istry ’s support and  
cooperation  to the P residen­
tial A d v iso ry  C ou ncil o n  In­
ternational R ela tion s.

In h is first m eetin g  y e s ­

te rd a y , w ith  th e  c o u n c i l  
headed  b y  the form er C o m ­
m o n w ea lth  Secretary-G en ­
eral, C h ie f E m eka A nyaoku, 
A lh a ji L a m id o  e x p r e s se d  
h ap piness w ith  the c o m p o ­
s i t io n  o f  th e  c o u n c i l  d e ­
scrib in g  “as the b ea con s  
o f  th e  fo re ig n  m in istry  at

o n e  tim e  or the other.’
T he m in ister  ex p la in ed  

to th e  co u n c il that A fr ica  
as centre p ie c e  o f  N ig e r ia ’s 
fo reig n  p o lic y  had y ie ld e d  
to an arrangem ent w ith  the  
w e ll b e in g , prosp erity  and  
security  o f  N ig er ia n s at the  
core.

Annan encouraged by latest 
Middle East peace talks

Secretaiy-G eneral K ofi 
A n n a n  s a id  y e s te r  
day  h e  w a s en co u r­

ag ed  b y  progress m ade in 
the latest round o f  M id d le  
E ast peace talks.

A nnan to ld  reporters he  
h op es ta lks b e tw een  Israeli 
a n d  P a le s t in ia n  le a d e r s  
w o u ld  resum e im m ed ia te ly  
after Israeli prim e ministerial 
e lec tio n  on  February 6.

“I think the last talks be­
tw een the P alestin ian s and  
the Israelis w e n t very w e ll

in  a g o o d  a tm o s p h e r e ,"  
A n nan  said.

“ B o th  p a r tie s  w o r k e d  
v e r y  seriou sly , con stru c­
tive ly . and th e y  arc v e ry  
c lo s e  on  a lm o st all the is- 
SUeS, he said, referring to  
talks iii E gyp t w h ich  ended 
in c o n c lu s iv e ly  at the w e e k ­
end.

“There are certain areas 
w h ic h  s t i l l  n e e d  to  b e  
bridged but I am Yery e n ­
couraged  and I h op e  that as

so o n  as the e le c t io n s  are 
over  th ey  can  g o  b ack  to the  

ta b le  a n d  c o n t in u e  th e ir  
w ork.”

Israeli P rim e M in is ter  
E hud Barak is trailing right- 
w in g  opposition  leader Ariel 
Sharon in o p in io n  p o lls.

A nnan w a s sp eak in g  on  
the seco n d  day  o f  a three- 
day  v is it  to S w ed en  w h ere  

h e  attended an international 
c o n fe r e n c e  or> c o m b a tin g  
x e n o p h o b ia ,  r a c is m  and  

other form s o f  in tolerance. 
T he U N  c h ic f  h e ld  talks on  
T u e s d a y  w ith  S w e d is h  
P r im e  M in is t e r  G o ra n  
P ersson  and F oreign  M in ­
ister A nna L indh.

“T he prim e m inister and  
m y s e lf  ha v e  d iscu ssed  this 
and o f  c o u r se  b o th  o f  us  
support the p ro cess and are 
w o r k in g  c lo s e ly  w ith  th e  
parties, A nnan said.

Sweden, holder of the ro­
tating European Union presi­
dency, has tried to raise the

bloc’s profile as a M iddle East 
p ea ce  m ediator, h o p in g  to  
fill the vacu u m  le ft b y  the  

change o f  adm inistration in 
W ash in gton  on  January 2 0  
w hen President B ill Clinton, 
w h o  had p la y ed  an a ctive  
r o le ,  w a s  s u c c e e d e d  b y  
G eorge  W. B ush.

A nnan said  he expected  
th e  P a le s t in ia n s  to  r a ise  
an ew  the issu e  o f  d e p lo y ­

ing  m ore U N  p ea ce  m o n i­
tors in  the region in add i­
tion  to U N  forces currently  

s t a t io n e d  in  th e  G o la n  
h eigh ts and on  the Israel i- 
L eb a n ese  border.

“ T h ere  h as b e e n  d is ­
c u ss io n  o f  sen d in g  a  U N  

observer  m iss io n  to P a le s­
tine but th is has not b een  

approved  y e t by the S e c u ­
rity C o u n c il and it is  qu ite  
lik e ly  that the P alestin ian  
a u th orities w il l  bring  the  
issu e  up again  in  the S e c u ­
rity C o u n c il,” he sa id , but 
did not elaborate.

The M inuter of Stale fo r  Foreign Affairs, C hief Duhem Ony,a (right) and the Namibian Minister o f  
Industries (left) signing bilateral agreements after the sitting, o f  the Nigeria-Namibia Commission 
reCent‘y ' _ ;  Pix Kevin Ebele Adinnu

A  senior Iraqi army 
general, ratcheting 
up h is c o u n try ’s 

propaganda assault on Is­
rael, has said Iraqi artillery 
units could hit targets deep 
inside Israel i f  they were 
moved to a site near the Jew­
ish state’s border.

L i e u t e n a n t - G e n e r a l  
Y a ssa in  Taha M oh am m ed  
head o f  artillery units, said  
that Iraq w a s  a b le  to up­
grade its m ortars and m is­
sile  launchers to g iv e  them  
a range o f  about 40km  (24  
m iles), w hich  w ou ld  not v io-

A ccording to him , ideo- 
l o g i c a l  c l e a v a g e s  h a d  
y ie ld e d  to  g lo b a l is a t io n  
and N ig er ia  had to adjust 
in the n e w  circu m stan ces.

H e  h o w ev er  n o ted  that 
the sh ift in  p o lic y  d id  not 
m ean  N ig e r ia ’s lo ss  o f  in ­
terest in her n e ighb our and  
Africa.

R e s p o n d in g ,  C h ie f  
A n y a o k u  s a id  h is  
c o u n c il’s role w a s to  su p ­
port th e  m in is tr y  as th e  
m ain instrument for the for­
m ula tion s o f  the N ig eria n  
foreign  p olicy .

“ W e s e e  o u r  ta sk  as  
a d v isin g  the p resid en t on  
the w h o le  range o f  ex ter­
nal in terests and c o m m it­
m e n ts  o f  N i g e r i a ,” h e  
added .

H e indicated interest in 
u n d ersta n d in g  th e  struc­
ture, operation and organi­
za tion  o f  the m in istry  v is-

Sule Lamido
a -v is recruitm ent, training, 
v isa , T ech nica l A id  C orps 
am o n g  the th ings.

“W e w ill therefore be  
g u id e d  b y  y o u r  p e r c e p ­
tio n s o f  w hat is  g o in g  on  
in the w orld . T he co u n c il  
w ill g iver your m inistry and 
y o u r  le a d e r sh ip  th e  fu ll  
b en efit o f  your  input into  

the issu es  w e  are interested  
in ,” h e  added..

Zimbabwe’s ex-president 
freed after sodomy jail term
^ ^ ^  im b a b w e ’s form er  ter and w a s titular president

P r e s id e n t C an aan  
B a n a n a  h a s  b een  

released from p riso n  after  
serv in g  a o ne-year jail term 
for sexual assau lt and so d ­
om y.

B a n a n a  le f t  C h ik u r u b i  
M axim u m  Security  prison  
o n  M o n d a y  m o rn in g . H e  
sp en t the last m onth  o f  h is  
term  at the co m p lex  after  
b e in g  transferred from  an 
open  prison  in central Z im ­

b ab w e to rece iv e  treatm ent 
fo r  b lo o d  p ressu re  p r o b ­
lem s.

P rison  o ffic ia ls  and B a ­
nana w ere  u n ava ilab le  for  
co m m en t on T uesday.

Z im b a b w e ’s S u prem e  
Court last M ay overturned  
B a n a n a ’s a p p ea l a g a in st  
h is  c o n v i c t i o n  a f te r  a 
h ig h ly  p u b lic ise d  trial in  
w h ic h  o n e  o f  h is  form er  
aides, Jefta D u b e , sa id  he  
w a s fo r ce d  in to  a h o m o ­
sexual relationship w ith  B a­
n a n a  b e tw e e n  1 9 8 4  and  
1986.

B a n a n a , 6 3 , m a rr ied  
w ith  four adult ch ildren , is 
a form er M eth od ist m in is

for se v e n  years until 19871 
w h en  then  P rim e M in ister! 
R obert M ugabe w a s sw orn ! 
in  as ex ec u tiv e  president.

B a n a n a  w a s  fo u n d !  
g u ilty  last year o f  11 counts!  
o f  sod om y, attem pted  so d ­
o m y  and in d ecen t assault. I 
T he court sen ten ced  h im  to I 
10 years in  prison , but n m e | 
o f  th o se  w ere  su sp en ded .

Sodom y is illegal in Z im ­
bab w e and M ugabe has r e - | 
ferred  to  h o m o s e x u a ls  a s |  
“lo w er  than p ig s and d o g s’ 

D u rin g  the 17-day  trial, j 
D u b e  d e sc r ib ed  h o w  B a ­
n a n a  d ra n k , d a n c e d  a n d l  
p la y ed  cards w ith  h im  b e ­
fo r e  d r u g g in g  a n d l
sod om isin g  him  in the presi­
dentia l State H o u se  library. I 

H e a lso  sa id  h e  had se x !  
w ith  B anana m any  tim es in i 
th e  S ta te  H o u se  g r o u n d s!  
d u r in g  r e g u la r  e v e n in g !  

w alks^and in a sp ojts d ress-| 
in g  room  on  the esta te .

B a n a n a  w a s  a ls o  o r ­
d e r e d  to  p a y  D u b e l  
ZS250,000  ($4,545).

Iraqi artillery to hit Israel if based near border
ite UN arms control rsstrin-  , . nm n f —  r. i ,„ „  „u__late UN arms control restric­

tions.
“Our artillery forces are 

ready any time to hit targets 
deep inside the Zionist en­
tity (Israel) whenever we are 
ordered to do so,” he told 
Iraq’ s weekly al-Rafidain 
newspaper, on Tuesday.

“We have been able to 
improve the range o f  mor­
tars to reach as far as 40km 
(24 m ile s) ...a n d  im prove 
munitions," he said.

P re sid en t Saddam  
Hussein has called on Arab

countries bordering Israel 
to g iv e  h is troops a p iece  
o f  land c lose  enough to at­
tack Israel w ith his artillery. 
H e h as a ls o  sa id  Iraq is  
ready to put an end to Is­
rael.

B aghdad, theoretica lly  
at war w ith Israel, fired Scud  
m issiles from  its ow n terri­
tory at Israeli cities during 
the 1991 G u lf War.

Another Iraqi newspa­
per, al-Jumhouriya, said on 
Tuesday that Baghdad had

proof that its anti-aircraft 
m issiles had hit one o f  a 
group o f  W estern planes 
patrolling the no-fly zone 
in northern Iraq on Janu­
ary 24.

The paper said Iraqis 
living in the area where the 
plane was hit saw an air­
craft On fire and columns 
o f  smoke coming from it.

Jumhouriya said Iraqi 
radar had sighted several 
US aircraft flying in the area 
later to rescue the plane’s 
p ilo t

Iraq frequently alleges 
it has hit Western aircraft 
fly ing  over its te rrito ry , 
claims which are routinely 

^denied by Washington and 
London.

US and British planes 
patrol no-fly zones set up 
to protect Muslim Shi’ites 
in south Iraq and a Kurdish I 
enclave in the north from 
p o ss ib le  a ttack  by 
B a g h d ad ’s forces.
Baghdad does not recog­
nize their right to impose the 
no-fly zones.
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VACANCIES

IN A COMMERCIAL BANK
We are a recently restructured and recapitalised Commercial Bank with a REGISTERED O FFICE IN Kaduna AND A CENTRAL OPERATING 

OFFICE IN ABUJA. We^re seeking for very seasoned and experienced bankers to fill various vacancies created by the re-organisation nationwide. The 
candidates must have strong leadership skills; must be result-oriented professionals and must be of high integrity.

 ̂ S/No. POSITION QUALIFICATION EXPERIENCE LOCATTTOT'i f '  AGE JOB REF.

1. BRANCH MANAGERS Minimum of second Class 
Degree.
Professional Qualification such 
as ACA,ACIB or Post Graduate 
Degree will be an advantage.

Must have a total o f 
between 6 to 8 yrs. 

Banking Experience.

All Locations. Not more than 35 
yrs.

Bm/001

2. RELATIONSHIP 
OFFICER •-

Minimum of Second Class 
Degree.
Professional Qualification such 
as ACA,ACIB or Post Graduate 
Degrees will be an advantage.

Must have a total of 
between 2 to 4 yrs. 
Banking Experience

All Locations. Not more than 35 
yrs.

RO/002

3. RESIDENT AUDITORS

•

Minimum of Second Class lower 
degree plus AC A.

Must have a minimum of 
2 yrs. Post qualification 
experience in the internal 
control or inspection 
of a bank or large audit firm

All Locations.

.

Not morethem 32 yrs RA/003

4. HEAD OF TREASURY Minimum of Second Class 
Degree. Possession of a post 
graduate qualification will be .■ 
an advantage.

Minimum of 4yrs. 
in the Treasury of a 
reputable bank

Lagos Not more than 
32yrs.

TR/004

5.

z

TREASURY OFFICERS Minimum of Second Class 
Degree

Minimum of 2yrs. 
in the Treasury of a 
reputable bank

Lagos Not more than 30yrs. TR/005

0. HEAD, LOAN 
WORKOUT

Minimum of Second Class 
Degree

Minimum of 5yrs 
Experience in theRisk 
Management Depar­
tment of a Bank.

Abuja Not more than 35yrs. LW/006

7. HEAD,
AUDIT/INSPECTION

Minimum of Second Class 
Degree plus
Professional qualification of 
ACA

Minimum of 5yrs 
Experience in the Risk 
Management 
Department or Audit 
o f a Bank

Abuja Not more than 35yrs. AI/008

8. HEAD, OPERATIONS 
(BRANCHES)

Minimum od Second Class 
Degree. Post Graduate Degree 
or Professional qualification 
will be an advantage.

Must have a total of 
between 6 to 8yrs. 
Banking experience.

All die 
Locations

Not more than 33yrs. HOP/009

9. LEGAL OFFICER, Minimum od Second Class 
Degree.

Must have a Minimum 
of 2yrs.Experience.

Abuja Not more than 30yrs. LO/OIO

10. HEAD,CREDIT 
ADMIN.

Minimum of Second Class 
Degree

Minimum of 5yrs 
Experience in the Risk 
Management Depart­
ment of a Bank.

Abuja Not more than 35yrs. C A/011

11. REGIONAL
MANAGER-Kaduna

Minimum of Second Class 
Degree

Minimum of 7yrs 
Working Experience in 
Managing Branches of 
a Bank.

Caduna Not more than 35yrs. RM/012

12. CONFIDENTIAL
SECRETARIES

Must have a HND in 
Secretarial Studies (Minimum 
credit)

2yrs. Working 
, Experience and must 
be Computer Literate.

All
vocations

Not more than 30yrs. CS/013

13. TRAINEE
GADUATES

Must have a minimum of 
Second Class Degree

AD
vocations

Not more than 30yrs. TG/014

The Advertiser: - 
O Box 1066 

k a d u n a

"vTute. Applicants must state clearly the job they are applying for and include day-time contact telephone numbers.
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S A L A R Y
G L

D I M E SEXPERIENCEQ UALIFICATIO NP O S T

O rgan isin g  export m arket 
research  and product/export 
m arket a n a lysis . O perating  in cen tiv e  
sc h e m es and tarrif structures for. 
In du stria l/production  sy stem s. 
O rgan isin g  trade p u b lic ity  and  
p u b lica tion s. H a n d lin g  o f  trade 

proced ures and  
d o cu m en tation  m atters.

A  g o o d  H on ou rs D e g re e  w ith  | 
S eco n d  C la ss U pper in E c o n o m ics  
M arketing F in an ce, S ta tistics, 
S o c ia l S c ie n c e s , B u s in e ss  
A d m nistra tion /M an agem en t from  

any r eco g n ised  U n iversity . M B A  
O R  A N Y  O T H E R  Post-graduate  

q u a lifica tio n  in  any o f  the  
a b o v e-m en tio n ed  d isc ip lin es  or 
related fie ld s  in c lu d in g  C om puter  

Stu d ies w il l  b e  an added  
a d van tage.

A tlea st 15 years p o st­
qu alification  exp erien ce  in  
C om m ercial or Industrial 
O gan isa tio n s w ith  em p h a sis  o n  
industrial produ ction , product  
d ev e lo p m en t or m arket 

research .

C h iefT rad e  
P rom otion O fficer

Assisting the D irector 
I Finance Department. I
P lan ning , co-ordination and j
supervision o f  the Accounts o f

the C o u n c il. O ther d 

a ss ig n ed  from  tim e  to  tim e.

A tlea st 15 years P o st-N Y S C  
co g n a te  ex p erien ce . Sh ou ld  
b e  con versan t w ith  
G overnm ent F inancial 
dissem in a tin g  R egu la tion s.

B . S c  or H N D  in  A cco u n tin g , 
F in ancc and B an k in g  from  a  
reco g n ised  institu tion . 
P o sse ss io n  o f  p ro fessio n a l 
qu alifica tion s e .g . IC A N , 
A C C A , A C A , c .t .c  w o u ld  be  

an advantage._______________

C h ie f
A ccountant *

ities thaW nay be

U n dertak in g  and an a ly sin g  export 
m arket research , sta tistics, 
U n dertak in g  su p p ly - b a se  stu d ies  

. A d v is in g  o n  product d es ig n  and 
adaptation  in c lu d in g  quality, 
Standards, p a ck ag in g  and lab ellin g . 

A d v is in g  producers o n  export 
c o stin g  and pricing . A ssem b lin g , 
c o lle c t in g , a n a ly sin g  and trade 
m fo rm a tio n .C o llec tin g  and o n  
d issem in a tin g  regular b a sis , 
in form ation  on  sh ip p in g , air and land

ljTan^jTnrl^tinnl c .t.c

I A ss is t in g  in  perform ing  any o f  
I the d u ties stated  in  (3 )  above.

Same as in  (1 )  a b o v e  but the  
cand id ates m ust p o s se s  at least, 

12 years p o st q u a lifica tio n  

experien ce

Sam e as in  (1 )  a b o v e  but in  
addition , cand id ates w ith  p o st­

graduate q u a lifica tio n  in  
project eva lu ation  w ill  a lso  b e  

co n sid ered .

[A ssistant ChiefTrade 
Prom otion O fficer

Sa m e as in  (1 )  a b ove  but 
candid ates m ust p o s se s  at least, 1G 

years, p o st-q u a lifica tio n  exp erien ce

S a m e as in (1 )  a b o v e  but cand id ates  
m u st p o s se ss  at lea st 6  years p o st  
q u a lifica tio n  ex p erien ce .

S am e as in  (3 )  ab ovePrincipal Trade 
Promotion officer

S am e as in  (3 )  a b o v e  but at a lesser  

d egree
S am e as in  (1 ) above,Senior Trade 

Promotion o ffic e r

[same as in  (4) a b o v e  but at a lesser  

d egree
Candidates with relevant 
experience will be given 
preference. S u ch  candidates m ust 
have w orked at least 3 years on 
similar jobs.

G o o d  H onou rs D eg ree  in  
E co n o m ics , M arketing,

S ta tistics, B u s in ess  
A dm in istration , French,
C om puter S c ien ces , L aw  and Libra­

ry S c ien ce s .

G o o d  H onou rs D eg ree  in  E c o n o ­
m ics , M arketing, S tatistics, 
B u s in e ss  A d m in istration , French, 

j C om puter S c ien ce s , Socia l 
S c ien ce s , L aw  and Library 

S c i e n c e s .________________________

Frade P rom otion  
O fficcr 1

Sa m e as in  (4 )  a b o v e  but at a 

le sser  degree.
Candidates w ith relevant 
experience w ill be given preference

Trade P rom otion  
O fficer 11

A cco u n tin g  and F in an cia l functions.Post-qualification exp erien ce  

will b e  an advantage.
G o o d  H onurs D e g re e  in i
A co u n ta n cy  fom  any r eco g n ised  I 
U n iv ersity  or any o f  the fo llo w in g  I 

r eco g n ised  P ro fessio n a l \
acco u n tin g  bod ies: IC A N , A  C C A j 
A C A , A C M A , CPA.___________  |

RSA/FTC/HND/OND:
1 2 0 /5 0 ,1 0 0 /5 0  w .p .m . in  shorthand] 
and typew ritin g . G o o d  k n o w led g e  

I o f  com puter operation  w ill b e  an 
added  advantage. _____________

A ccou n tan t 11

A ll secretarial d u tiesP ost-q u a lifica tion  ex p erien ce  

w ill b e  an advantage.
Confidential Secretaries 

IGd.11,111, and IV
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ALSCON boss refutes allegations

B y  A h m e d  S h ek a ra u

The Deputy Managing 
Director (DMD) of the 
A lum inium  Sm elter 

Com pany o f N igeria 
(ALSCON), Engr. Murtala 
Salik Mohammed has refuted 
reports that the contracting 
firm engaged in completing the 
Aluminium Smelter (Sompany 
of Nigeria (ALSCON) is lay­
ing Claims to 70 per cent o f the 
$ 150 million grant for payment 
for works it had earlier ex­
ecuted.

In an exclusive shat with 
Business D ay ; the D M D said 
“definitely part o f  that m oney 
will be given to the foreign part­
ners w ho are also the general 
contractor to be m obilised to 
provide som e o f  the key facili­
ties that are required for the un- 
mediate r e - s ta r t  o f  th e  
ALSCO N plant. A  p lan  has 
been put by the shareholders 
for the tw in objectives o f  com ­
pleting the p lant and reactiving 
it with the sam e amount.

T he D M D  also refuted a l­
legations o f  corruption levelled 
against the com pany’s m anage­

ment. 5
Engr. M ohammed ex­

plained that the suspension of 
production by ALSCON has 
nothing to do with “lack of 
expertise and aotruption”, 
stressing that the management

Engr. Murtala Salik Muhammed, 
DMD. ALSCON
has been utilising all company 
resources e ffective ly  to en­
hance its performance.

He sa id  th e  p la n t  s u s ­
pended production  because it 
w as p ro d u c in g  at abou t 30 
percent capacity which made 
it to be “running at a great defi­
cit,"  thus, the federal govern­

ment which is the major finan­
cier of the project, directed that 
the company should suspend 
production.

Commenting further on the 
DMD’s explanations, the As­
sistant General Manager, Pub­
lic Relations Department o f 
ALSCON, Alhaji Garba Shehu 
said “the foreign partners are 
also the technical partners and 
managers of the company SO if 
they complain about lack of 
expertise and mismanagement 
as alleged, then they would be 
indicting themselves.”

Alhaji Shehu also noted that 
contrary to the notion that 
ALSCON shut down, it sus­
pended production.

He said: “ALSCON is Still 
open. If  you go there (Ikot 
Abasi), you will see men and 
women reporting for work”. 
The company only suspended 
production to reactivate dor­
mant parts of the Smelter ”

T he A Q M  P u b lic  R e la ­
tions noted that /fl.SC O N  will 
“ in  th e  n e x t  fe w  w eeks'*  
publicise its program m es for the 
final p an  o f  the reactivation o f  
the project as w ell as resum p­
tion o f  production.

The Executive Chairman. Revenue Mobilisation Allocation and Fiscal Commission. 
Engr. Hamman Tukur stressing a point at a press briefing on January 23rd, 2001. He 
is flunked by his Deputy, Otunha Bola Koforiji Oluhi (left) and the Commission's Sec­
retary, Deacon Patrick Emehana (right)

ASYCUDA, CIT enhanced
■    o

FG ’s revenue collections-kuye

1 installation  o f Auto 
mated System for Cus- 

I toms Data (ASYCUDA), re­
duced to the barest minimum, 

the cumbersome method of 
manually processing docu- 

| ments in some thirteen customs 
stations nationwide, thereby 
improving revenue collection, 
Minister of State for Finance 

I has said.
Senator Jubril Martins- 

Kuyc told journalists in Abuja 
at the weekend that the sys­
tem helped in decongcsting 
Nigeria’s seaports and airports, 
thus facilitating efficient main- 

[ tenance of records.
He announced that Out of 

I the N50S.11 billion  of

guvcim iiciii s Loidi revenue re- 
ceipts for the third quarter of 
year 2000, reconciled revenue 
from customs (import duty, 
excise duty, fees and others) 
amounted to N27.66 billion.

This was N1.66 billion 
higher than the proportionate 
budget estimate of N26.00 bil­
lion for the period. A break­
down showed that the amount 
was also N4.4 billion higher 
than the N23.26 billion col­
lected in the preceeding quar­
ter.

The monthly average rev­
enue from Customs sources in 
the third quarter stood at 
N9.22 billion which repre­
sented a N1.47 billion im- 
provement over that of the last

quarter which was N7.75 bil 
iion.

Senator Kuye equally re­
vealed that total Value Added 
Tax revenue (VAT) was N15.74 
billion. The monthly average 
collected during the period un­
der review was N5.24 billion. 
This showed a difference of 
N1.88 billion from the collec­
tions of the preceeding period 
that stood at N 13.86 billion.

On Company Income Tax 
(CIT) he said the amount was 
N17.20 billion, about NO.95 
billion higher than the budget­
ary projection of N 16.25 bil­
lion. The monthly average cash 
collection stood at N5.73 bil­
lion as against N4.17 billion re­
cording in the previous period.

FG projects 3.5 per cent 
industrial growth this year

B y A liy u  IVIa’ajr 
Business Editor

e Federal Government 
has assured that the 
nation’s industrial ca­

pacity will be recharged in or­
der to reverse dwindling capac­
ity utilisation trends experi­
enced in recent years. Minis­
ter of State for Finance Alhaji 
Jubril Martins-Kuye revealed 
this at a recent parley with 
journalists in Abuja.

“The manufacturing sector 
is envisaged to attain a growth 
rate of 3.5 per cent this year. 
Our vision is to build a strong 
and competitive manufactur­
ing sector by establishing an 
industrial order capable of fac­
ing the challenges of modem

day globalisa tion” , A lhaji 
Kuye said.

According to him, govern­
ment-will continue to increase 
the. industrial production ca-1 - 
pacitv by reducing the cost of 
locally manufactured goods 
through the provision of much 
needed industria l
infrastructural facilities.

In addition, the directive 
that banks and financial insti­
tutions should devote part of 
their loanable funds to Small 
and Medium scale Enterprises 
(SM Es) at concessionary 
rates is expected to stimulate 
industrial growth.

On the issue o f power 
supply, Alhaji Kuye said the 
authorities concerned are be­
ing overhauled to improve en­

ergy^ supply. He, however, 
conceded . that . despite 
government’s efforts, the en­
ergy sector is still hampered 
by high transportation costs, 
the naira’s depreciating;Value, 
poor, road network and high 
cost o f loanable funds.

He also lamented on the 
high .level of inflation in the 
economy. According to him, 
available data from the Federal 
Office of Statistics (FOS) re­
vealed that there was an up­
ward trend in general price level 
during the third quarter of last 
year. “The inflation rate a per­
centage change in the average 
Composite Price Index (CPI) 
increased from 0.9 per cent in 
June to 1.2, 2.2, and 3.3 per­
cent in July, August and Sep­
tember 2000 respectively”.

NEPA decentralises operations nationwide

NEPA has com m enced  
the decentralisation o f  
its operations nation­
w ide, to g ive  full control and 

responsibility to its zonal o f­
fices and power stations, Busi­
ness Day has learnt.

A  sou rce  at NF.PA said  
yesterday in Abuja that the 
m ove w as an effort to ensure 
better service delivery to e lec­
tricity consum ers throughout 
the country.

“Wc have stalled working 
on the administrative structure 
and operational base o f  the 
organisation, by g iv in g  more 
pow ers to the zonal o ffices,

generating stations and trans­
m ission regions.

“They do not have to com e 
to the headquarters for their 
operational needs.”

The source said that the 
exercise, desenbed as a gradual 
process, w ou ld  include the 
devolution o f  pow er to G en­
eral M anagers in the zonal o f­
fices, and the generation and 
transm ission stations, to en­
able them  to carry out func­
tions without necessarily  ob­
taining perm ission from the 
corporate headquarters.

According to the source, 
the o rgan isa tion  recen tly

granted 100 per cent funding 
to the zones and other opera­
tional areas in preparation for 
the decentralisation process.

“The decentralisation pro­
cess w ill turn around our op­
erational capability and en­
hance service delivery,” the 
source noted.

T he cu rren t r e ­
organisation is part o f  NEPA’s 
technical board action plan, 
w hich  w as prepared by the 
Sen. Liycl Imoke-led board, to 
facilitate the smooth operation 
o f  the organisation and also to 
enable it to m eet its obliga­
tions.

CBN governor laments excess 
liquidity in economy
From  A d elan w a B a m gb oye  

in Lagos

The Governor of the Cen­
tral Bank o f  N igeria 
(CBN), Chief (Dr.) Jo­
seph O. Sanusi has attributed 

the lingering problem of excess 
liquidity in the banking sys­
tem to the rapid monetisation 
of oil wind fall earnings and 
the transfer of public sector 
accounts to commercial and 
merchant banks.

In a keynote address at a 
one-day policy seminar on the 
2001 Federal Budget held in 
Lagos, the CBN Governor said 
the two developments induced 
rapid monetary expansion that 
substantially  outpaced the 
stipulated targets, with adverse 
consequences for domestic 
price and exchange rate stabil­
ity.

A ccording to C hief 
Sanusi, “although interest rate 
movements remained rela­
tively stable for most of the 
year, the level remained high, 
in real terms, and the persis­
tent w ide spread between 
rates continued to be a source 
of serious concern to CBN.

On the Year 2001 budget, 
the objective of government 
according to the CBN gover­
nor was to use fiscal stimulus 
to jum p-start and put the 
economy on the path of sus­
tainable growth.

He said that while the 
CBN is a part of this endeav­
our, its primary focus is the 
maintenance of price and ex­
change rate stability.

“Our preliminary assess­
ment o f the revenue and ex­
penditure profile, including 
the use of past savings, shows 
that the budget would be highly

expansionary and concomitant 
risk of destabilising the rela­
tive macro economic stability 
that has been maintained in the 
past year would be very high”.

According to Sanusi, the 
gross external reserves rose 
from U.S $5.4 billion in De­
cember, 1999 to U.S $9.4 bil­
lion at the end of December, 
2000.

He added that the foreign 
exchange market however re­
mained persisten tly  under 
pressure. This he said reflected 
the effect of excessive growth 
in demand for imported goods 
and services.

Sanusi said that despite 
the improvement in oil for­
tune, the Nigerian economy 
continued to perform below 
potentials.

He said further that the 
growth in real Gross Domes­
tic Product (GDP) remained 
weak at 2.8 per cent compared 
with the projected3.0 per cent* 
for the year.

House hearings on NNPC begins Feb. 18

Tlhe House of Represen­
tatives Ad-hoc Commit­
tee on NNPC will com­
mence public hearing on the 

activities of the corporation on 
February 18, the Chairman of 
the Committee, Alhaji Ibrahim 
Ganyama said that officials of 
the NNPC, the Directorate of 
Petroleum Resources (DPR), 
and M ajor Oil Com panies 
would appear before the com­
m ittee on February 11, to 
clarify certain issues before the 
tak e-o ff o f  the public 
hearing. He said that during the 
hearing, the NNPC Group 
Managing Director and the 
Managing Directors o f the

corporation ’s subsid iaries 
would appear before the Com­
mittee.

Those expected to also tes­
tify during the public hearing, 
he said, include the Accoun­
tant-General of the Federation, 
the Special Adviser to the 
President on Petroleum Mat­
ters, the Permanent Secretary 
in the Petroleum Ministry and 
the Minister o f Finance.

Others are the CBN Gov­
ernor, officials of the Customs 
Service' Department, the Nige­
rian Ports Authority (NPA), 
the National Meritime Au­
thority (NMA), all the Chair­
men and managing Directors

o f Major Oil Companies as 
well as the Chairman Snd Sec 
retary of the Independent Pe­
troleum Marketers Associa 
tion of Nigeria (IPMAN).

Ganyama also alleged that 
the Committee had discovered 
that some members o f  the 

.blouse, had been talking with 
NNPC officials with a view to 
thwarting the efforts o f the 
Committee in the-execution of 
its assignment.

“We will do our best to 
ensure that no one brings any 
hitch in the conduct of the as­
signment given to us by the 
House,” the Chairman pledge.
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IN2.4 billion steel mill at CEPZ 
starts production in April

Th e  N 2 .4  b illio n  C h i­
n ese  stee l m ill, “ B ao  
Y ao Iron and  S tee l  

L td ,” at the C alabar E xport 
P ro cessin g  Z one (C E P Z ) is 
to  resu m e fu ll p rodu ction  
in  A pril, the C E P Z  G eneral 
M a n a g e r ,  M r. S in a  
A g b o lu a j e ,  h a s  a n ­

n o u n ced .
A g b o lu a je  sa id  that the  

p r o d u c ts  w e r e  also e x ­
p e c ted  to  fe ed  the Jos and  
other s te e l ro llin g  m ills  in  
the country w ith  b ille ts  and 
to  m eet o ther n e e d s  o f  m e­
diu m  sca le  steel m ilk

In  an  in te r v .ie w , th e  

c o m p a n y ’s sp o k esp erso n ,  

M s. N a n cy  Q in y a n , c o n ­
firm e d  that it  w a s  se t  to  

co m m e n c e  p rod u ction  but 

that the in itia l 2 0  m illio n

dollars that w a s  sunk into  
the firm  w a s  n ot su ffic ien t  
to  m eet its long-term  needs.

S h e  sa id  that th ^  c o m ­
p a n y  w o u ld  e n g a g e  5 0 0  
w o r k e r s  an d  th a t 7 5  p er  
cen t o f  w h o m  m u st be N i­
gerians, adding that the firm  

w a s b e in g  a ss is ted  b y  the  
C E P Z  m a n a g e m e n t  to  

so u rc e  fu n d s fo r  its  p ro ­
d u ction  a c tiv ities .

“ W e a re  t h e  la r g e s t  
s te e l co m p a n y  h ere and w e  

are confident that the CEPZ  
m anagem en t w ill  h elp  u s to  
im p r o v e  » n  o u r  c a p ita l  
b a se ” , she added.

T h e  C E P Z  G e n e r a l  

M an a g er , w h o  la ter  c o n ­

firm ed that the m anagem ent 

w a s tak in g  step s to  a ss is t  

th e  s t e e l  c o m p a n y  to

sou rce  add ition al fun ds for  

its op eration s, sa id  that the  

N ig e r ia n  E x p o r t /I m p o r t  

(N E X IM ) B a n k  had  m ade  

so m e  co m m itm e n t in  that 

regard.
A g b o lu a j e  a l s o  e x ­

p r e s s e d  s a t i s f a c t io n  th a t  

so m e  fo re ig n  firm s had a l­

read y  started  to  p a tro n ise  

the C E P Z , add ing  that in ­

v esto rs  from  cou n tr ies lik e  

th e  U .S . ,  C h in a , T a iw a n , 

Isreal, Italy, G erm any, India  

and S ou th  A fr ica , had  al 

read y  reg istered  their p res­

e n c e  at the zo n e .
T h e  C E P Z  w a s  estab  

lish ed  in 1992  to p rovide in 
cen tives to  loca l and foreign  
in v e s t o r s  to  p r o c e s s  th e  
n a tio n ’s raw  m ateria l into  
f in ish ed  g o o d s for export.

I NITEL manager denies knowledge
A la b a  In te rn a tio n a l  M a rk e t

of maintenance work
M r. Albert ibironke,

T erritoria l M a n ­
a g er  o f  NITEL’S 

I Lagoa Mainland Zone, said 
in  L a g o s  that h e  w a s  u n ­
aware that a c o n tr a c t in g  
firm, I'l ATI I .. w as m aintain­
ing the o r g a n i s a t io n ' s  

I eq u ip m en t in the territory 
I as claimed b y  the com pany.

Ibironke, continuing his 
te s t im o n y  b e fo r e  th e  J u s­
tice  D a n ie l A d en iy i Jucidial 
Commission of Inquiry in­

v e s t ig a t in g  past manage­
m ents o f  N IT E L  and M -T el,

gald that if  there w a s any  
such maintenance arrange­

m ent, he ought to be aware 
as the Territorial m anager.

He also Stated that cor­
r e s p o n d e n c e s  b e t w e e n  
N IT E L  and ITA TEL, a lle g ­
ed ly  s ig n ed  o n  h is  b e h a lf  as 
T erritorial M an ager, w ere  

neither  carried out with his 
c o n se n t nor c o p ied  to  h im  
a n d  d i s s o c ia t e d  h i m s e l f  

from  such letters.
T he Territorial M anager  

sa id  that N IT E L  generated  

about N 2  million daily from

Alaba In te rn a tio n a l  M a rk e t 

m  L a g o s b eca u se  of the na­
ture o f b u s in e s s e s  in  th e  

a rea , noting that most Of the 
p e o p le  th e re  u se d  th e  in te r ­

national direct-dialling fa c il­

ity.

Ibironke also stated that
h e  w a s in v o lv e d  in em er ­

g e n c y  operations in  Calabar 
w h ile  h e  w as in the o ff ic e  o f  

t h e  E x e c u t iv e  Director, 
zonal a d m in is tr a t io n  in  

A b uja  and generated  a  lo t  
o f  revenu e forN IT F .L

The C o m m iss io n  c o n ­

tin u es its s itt in g  o n  M o n  

day

Analysis of NSE transaction 
as at January 29, 2001

A  total o f  2 2 .8 4  m illion  shares worth N  169 .93  m illio n  w ere exch an ged  in 1,695 deals  
on  the flo o r  Of the N ig er ia n  S tock  E x ch a n g e  w ith  101 co m p a n ies participating, 
a ccord in g  to  in form ation  from  the A buja T rading F lo o r  o f  the N ig e n a n  S to ck  

E xchange.
T here w ere  n o  transactions in  the Industrial L o a n s /P re fe re n c e  S to ck s se c to r  a n d  the  

| F ederal G overn m en t D e v e lo p m en t stocks sector.

Price M ovem ent:
T he N igerian  S tock  E xchange A ll-Share Index C lo s e d  at 8 ,9 6 7 .7 8  an increase o f  0 .42% . 

T he ind ex  o p en ed  to d a y  at 8 ,9 3 0 .2 2 . W h ile  the m arket ca p ita lisa tion  c lo sed  at N 5 1 6 .1 1 

b illio n , appreciating b y  0 .42% , it open ed  at N 5 13.95 b illion .
T he bears lo st  their lead  o n  the f lo o r  but are still han d ing  in , w ith  a total o f  25  co m p a ­

n ie s  m ak ing  ga in s in  their share prices and 2 0  m aking  lo sse s .
G ains w ere  record ed  in  the P etro leum  m arketing, C on g lo m era tes, B rew er ies , F o o d / 

B e v era g es  &  T ob acco , B an k in g , H ealth  Care, In du str ia l/D om estic  products, R eal E state,

Insurance and Textile sub sectors.
Total N ig e r ia  P ic  led  the p rice  gainers, as it appreciated b y  3 1 4  k ob o  to  c lo se  the d a y  at 

N 6 6 .15 per share, fo llo w e d  b y  T exaco  N ig er ia  P ic , it appreciated  b y  2 8 4  k o b o  to c lo s e  at 

N 5 9 .8 4  per share.
O ther price  ga iners inc lu de  L evbros (1 0 2  kob o); PZ (7 0  kob o); N B  (4 9  kob o); N N F M  

(4 5  k ob o); C hartered (18  kob o); S k b eech a m  (1 6  kob o); C F A O  (15  kob o); F irstA lu m  (13  

k O b O ) ;  IGL (11 kobo): and F lourm ill (9 kob).
L o se s  w ere  recorded in the C h em ica l and paint. Insurance , B ank ing , A u to m o b ile  &  

tyre, T ex tile s, P rinting and P u b lish in g  and the C on g lom erates sub sectors.
A g ip  P ie  led  the price  lo sers , crash ing  b y  126 k o b o  to  c lo se  at N 2 5 .1 4  per share, 

fo llo w e d  c lo s e ly  b y  C adbury P ic , w h ic h  dropped in  its share price  b y  103 k ob o  to c lo se  at 

N 20.63.
O ther price  lo sers in c lu d c  U n io n  D tco n  (7 4  kob o); D N  M ey er  (3 7  kob o); N ig e r  Insur  

ance and U B N  (31 k ob o  ap iece); U B A  (2 2  kobo); D u n lop  (21 kob o); A fribank (2 0  kob o); 
U N T L  (1 8  kob o); Q w enabank (1 0  kob o); U T B  (9  k ob o) and Savanna (7 kobo).

T h e  N i g e r i a n  S t o c k  M a r k e t

Gainers/Losers as at 29/01/2001

G a i n e r s

COMPANY OPENING PRICE CLOSING PRICE CHANGE

TOTAL 63.01 66.15 3.14

TEXACO 57.00 59.84 2.84

LEV BROS 20.50 21.52 1.02

PZ 14.00 14.70 0.70

NB 27.56 26.05 0.49

NNFM 9.13 9.68 0.45

CHARTERED 3.62 3.60 0.18

SKBEECHAM 3.26 3.42 0.18

C FA O 3.00 3.15 0.15

FIRST ALUM 3.57 3.70 0.13

IGL 7.20 7.31 0.11

FLOURM ILL 1.20 11.29 0.09

1 U A C -PR O P 1 81 1.90 0.09

I 1NLANDBANK 1.86 1.94 0.08

I C O O PB A N K 1.78 1.86 0.08

I JO H N H O L T 1.63 1.60 0.07

I C O O PD E V 1.40 1.46 0.06

1 VITA FOAM 3.75 3.79 0.04

I UNIC 2.65 2.68 0.03

I EKOBANK 0.90 0.93 0.03

1 UACN 3.30 3.33 0.03

I C M B 0.23 0.96 0.03

I C A P O IL 0.30 0.31 0.01

1 AFPRINT 1.44 1.46 0.01

II ETERNAOIL 0.99 1.00 0.01

[ L o s e r s

COMPANY

AGIP

CADBURY

U N IO N D ICO N

DNMEYER

NIGERINS

UBN

UBA

D UNLOP

AFRIBANK

UNTL

OW ENABANK

UTB

SAVANNA

GUARANTY

ACCESSBANK

LONGM AN

WEMABANK

N BC

F1RSTBANK

SC O A

PRICE CLOSING PRICE CHANGE 1

26.40 25.14 1.26 I I

21.66 20.63 1.03 I

19.74 19.00 0.74 | |

7.52 7.15 0.37 I-

6.22 5.91 0 .3 1 I-

29.11 28.80 0.31 | |

17.20 16.98 0.22 |

4.41 4.20 0.21

9.00 8.80 0.20 |

3.62 3.44 0.18 |>

2.17 2.07 0.10 |

3.49 3.40 0.09 |

1.49 1.42 0.07 |

4 .76 4.70 0.06 |

1.35 1.29 0.06 |

6.20 6.16 0.05 |

2.05 2.00 0.05 |

13.96 13.35 0.01 I

27.07 27.00 0.01

2.72 2.71 0.01 j

Summary of NSE Transactions

O PENING C L O S IN G %AC,F CHANGE

MKT. CAP 513.952,606,641.13 516,114,195,977.48 0.42

INDEX 8,930.22 8,967.78 0.42 1

DEALS VOLUME VALUE No. OF COM PANIES

1,748 38,787,915 378,677385,048.00 102

Source: NSE, Abuja Area Office.
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B u sin e s s  B a y  ^  ^
Inland Bank posts N250 profit
f"  nland Bank Pic has an- while no dividend was naid in the «—

By Suleiman M oham m ed

P resident O basanjo’s 
trip to Switzerland for* 
th e  ju s t  co n c lu d ed  

W orld E conom ic Sum m it

President Obasanjo

m ay have began to y ield  
fruitful result as Swiss Eco­
nom ic delegation  are ex ­
pected in Nigeria in M ay for 
on the spot assessm ent o f  
the nation’s economic po­
tentials.

B rie fin g  s ta te  H ouse 
Correspondents'on the out­
com e o f  the Sum m it, the 
S pecia l A ss is tan t to  the 
P resid en t on  M edia  and 
Publicity, Mr. Tunji Oseni 
said the Swiss delegation to 
be led  by  th e  c o u n try ’s 
E conom ic  M in iste r, Mr. 
Pascal C oushap in  w ould  
arrive the country on a date 
yet to be fixed.

According to him, Presi­

dent Obasanjo used the oc­
casion to m eet w ith world 
leaders inc lud ing  the UN 
S e c re ta ry  G e n e ra l, K ofi 
A nan , the  S ou th  A frican  
President, Thabo M beki and 
British Lynda Chalker among 
others, and discussed on the 
issue o f  developm ent in N i­
geria since M ay 1999 when 
P re s id e n t O b a sa n jo  a s ­
sumed office.

M r. T un ji O sen i w ho 
was on the President’s en­
tourage explained that Presi­
dent Obasanjo also spoke on 
the privatisation programme, 
education, the steel indus­
try and telecom m unication 
am ong others.

IInland Bank Pic has an­
nounced an after-tax profit 
of N250.02 million for the 

third quarter ended December 31, 
2 0 0 0 .

Presenting  the resu lts to 
stockbrokers on the Lagos Floor 
of the Nigerian Stock Exchange 
(NSE) early in the week in La­
gos, the bank said its profits for 
the period under review rose sig­
nificantly from N68.83 million 
recorded in the corresponding 
period o f 1999.

The B ank’s turnover rose 
from N1.3 billion  in the nine 
months period o f 1999 to N1.5 
billion in the comparable period 
of last year.

Pre-tax profit also surged to 
N367.7 m illion  in D ecem ber 
2000 from N101.2 million dur­
ing the same period last year, 
while the company’s provisions 
for tax increased to N117.7 mil­
lion from N324.4 million in De­
cember 1999.

The com pany’s D irectors 
recommended 5k as dividend to 
shareholders in December 1999,

while no dividend was paid in the 
corresponding period, o f  last 
year.

The Deputy Managing Di­
rector of the bank, Malam Saidu 

. Samaila, attributed the increase 
in the Bank’s profits to the divi-i rsional structures put in place, 
which he said, had started yield­
ing benefits o f cost con ta in ­
m ent.

According to him, the bank 
will open up 212 more branches 
across the country this year to 
position  itse lf  for further 
growth.

The bank opened trading on 
the Lagos Floor o f the NSE this 
year at N2.09 with an earning 
per share o f 0.06k. between 16 
per cent to 24 per cent.

The Nigerian Money Mar­
ket Association said it envisaged 
that lending rates would converge 
between 17 per cent and 23 per 
cent this week.

The N igerian Inter-B ank 
Offered Rates (NIBOR) released 
by the association at the week­
end also indicated that deposit

Alh. M. Danmadami, 
Chairman Inlandband Pic
rates would hover between four 
per cent and 15 per cent depend­
ing on the nature o f the deposit.

It said that while savings 
deposits would attract between 
four per cent and six per cent 
in terest, seven-day deposits 
would gamer six to 10 per cent; 
30-day deposits, 10-14 per cent, 
and 60-day deposits 12-15 per 
cent depending on the bank.————“ ' r w in vivpvaiUlUg Ull UIC

Sadiq Petroleum acquired AP by open bid - official
^  l  o n t r a r v  tn  u l l n i i ' j  i ■ i  /i« •C on tra ry  to  a llega 

tions that the man 
agem ent o f Sadiq 

Petroleum (Nigeria) Limited 
might have manoeuvred its 
way to clinch the federal 
governm ent’s 30 per cent 
shares in African Petroleum 
Pic (AP) to become its core 
investor, General Manager 
o f Sadiq Petroleum, Mallam 
Abdullahi Sule has co n ­
demned as spurious, such 
allegations.

Sule, told Business Day 
in Abuja that: "Sadiq Petro­
leum  L im ited  passed  
through the BPE’s due dili­
gence auditing to clinch the 
federal government’s shares 
in AP.”

He said  though Sadiq

By Ahmed Shekarau

Petroleum’s earlier bid was 
cancelled for its “inability to 
meet the technical expertise 
required” by the National 
C ouncil on P riva tisa tion  
(NCP), the com pany now 
posses the techn ical and 
managerial expertise.

According to Sule, who 
is also the Executive Direc­
tor, O pera tions o f  A P  
"W hat happened was that 
after we won the bid earlier 
On, it w as cance lled  b e ­
cause o f  our inab ility  to 
possess the technical ex­
pertise required then.”

Sule noted however that 
Sadiq Petroleum has signed 
a p artn e rsh ip  ag reem ent

with British Petroleum, as its 
technical partner, adding, 
“this made us qualified to 
serve as core investor for 
African Petroleum Pic was 
proved after the NCP’s due 
diligence.

An assistant director o f 
the Bureau o f  Public Enter 
prises (BPE) who pleaded 
anonymity confirmed Sule’s 
claims to Business Day say­
ing that “It was actually dis­
covered that Sadiq does not 
posses the technical exper­
tise after the initial offer o f 
AP’s core investor shares to 
it, but we are now satisfied 
that it has.”

It would be recalled that 
Sadiq Petroleum’s earlier se­
lection as core investor for

AP during the first phase of 
the ongoing  p riv a tisa tio n  
programme early last year, 
was cancelled after industry 
an a ly sts  re fu ted  S a d iq ’s 
claims to the expertise.

E yeb row s w ere  then  
raised as to the authenticity 
o f the one diligence carried 
out by the Technical Com­
mittee o f  the NCP, in con­
junction with the BPE. The 
initial offer o f  30 per cent out 
o f  the federal government’s 
40 percent shares o f  AP, pre­
viously held through the Ni­
gerian National Petroleum  
C orporation  (N N PC ) was 
therefore cancelled.

Sadiq P etro leum  how ­
ever succeeded in clinching 
the shares after the bids for

G o v t .  S e c u r i t i e s  M a r k e t  
a c t i v e  l a s t  w e e k

Government Securities 
M ark e t was active last 
wrrit Wj}i> JVM. M>-

lion Treasury bills traded, up 
from N20.471 billion in the pre­
vious week.

The bulk o f the transactions 
took place at the primary mar­
ket auction (PMA) where gov­
ernment had intended to raise 
N121.957 billion.

W hile the Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN) had offered to sell 
N121.957 billion worth o f Trea­
sury bills through the PMA, in­
vestors were willing to pick as 
much as N39.968 billion worth 
but N37.S18 billion worth was 
eventually allotted. Market op­
erators attributed the inability of 
the CBN to raise the required 
amount to paucity o f liquidity 
and the speculative activities by 
investors ♦ho  preferred, to \vo\4 
foreign currencies. *

The range of bids offered by 
investors at the PMA last week 
hovered between 12.5 and 15 per 
cent while the true yield rate for 
the 91-day was 13.9708 per 
cent.

About N7.06 billion worth 
of Treasury bills were traded

erations (OM O) last week 
against the N5.3 billion worth 
sold in the previous week.

The range o f bids at O M O  

ranged from 12.9 to 13.159 per 
cent while the true yield rate for 
the 42-day tenured bills stood 
at 13.0529 per cent.

The Minimum Rediscount 
Rate (MRR) was still 14.5 per 
cent. NAN reports that the in­
crease in MRR by the C B N  from 
14 per cent to 14.5 per cent has 
led to a review of lend rates by 
banks, many some o f  them 
charging between 17 per cent 
and 23 per cent as against the 
old rate o f between 16 per cent 
to 24 per cent.
The N igerian  M oney M arket 
\S,S0CA&1\0U sa\& «  
that lending rates would con­
verge between 17 per cent and 
23 per cent this week.
The N igerian Inter-Bank O f­
fered Rates (NIBOR) released by 
the associaition at the weekend 
also indicated that deposit rates

would hover between four per 
cent and 15 per cent depending 

an ctie nactire ftfe deposit.
It said that while savings depos- 
its would attract between four per 
cent and six per cent interest, 
eeven-day deposits would gamer 
six to 10 per cent; 30-day de­
posits, 10-14 per cent, and 60- 
day deposits 12-15 per cent de­
pending on the bank.

the governm ent’s shares in 
AP were re-opened for an­
other round o f bidding dur­
ing the second phase o f  the 
privatisation programme.

Meanwhile, Sule has as­
sured o f  Sadiq Petroleum ’s 
commitment to re-energising 
A frican  P etroleum  Pic to 
greater heights.

A cco rd ing  to the ED 
Operation: “We are working 
to combine our relevant ex­
periences Sadiq Petroleum 
in the upstream and AP Pic 
in the downstream oil sec­
tors -  to diversify into other 
areas o f business in the oil 
industry  and im prove the 
com pany’s m arginal prof- 
its.

He said  the com pany

has already been awarded a 
licence to venture into the 
marginal oil fields, adding 
that Sadiq Petroleum  will 
“exploit further a field” to 
boost sh a reh o ld ers  d iv i­
dends.

Abba Gana, 
A P Boss

Exchange rates for World currencies 
against the US dollar as at Jam. 19

Chief Joseph Sanusi, 
CBN Governor.

U.S. Dollar 
Japanese Yen 
British Pound 

Swiss Franc 
Danish Crown 
Greek Drachma 
Norwegian Crown 
Swedish Crown 
Australian Dollar 
Canadian Dollar 
Hong Kong Dollar 
Russian Rouble 
Singapore Dollar

Euro
Japanese Yen 
British Pound 
Swiss Franc 
Austrian Schilling 
Belgian Franc 
Danish Crown 
Dutch Guilder 
Finnish Markka 
French Franc 
German Mark 
Greek Drachma 
Irish Punt 
Italian Lire 
Norwegian. Cto'jto 
Portuguese Escudo 
Spanish Peseta 
Swedish Crown 
Australian Dollar 
Brazilian Real 
Canadian Dollar 
Hong Kong Dollar 
Mexican Peso 
Russian Rouble 
Singapore Dollar 
‘S.om'n Airican Hand

CURRENT H IG H
0.9187 0.926
107.11 108.7
0.6307 )  P .&

1.5231 1.5285
7.4619 7.4625
340.75
8.191 8.2135
8.8657 8.8877
1.6904 1.704
1.3825 1.3929
7.176 7.2173
26.05 26.27
1.6133 1.6155

CURRENT H IG H
0.9188 0.926
116.53 117.69
1.4568 1.4645
1.6567 1.657
14.9798 14.978
43.91 43.91
8.1105 8.1133
2.3987 2.3987
6.4719 6.4719
7.1401 7.1401
2.1289 2.1289
370.9 370.9
1.1663 1.1755
2107.62 2107.62
%.9\A7 8.9196
1 \% .n 1\% .TX
181.11 181.11
9.644 9.6495
0.5429 0.545
1.974 1.974
1.5031 1.506
7.7992 7.7996
9.665 9.665
28.396 28.396
1.7456 1.7495
7.8615 7.8825

L O W
0.9184
106.97

«
1.5233
7.4615

8.1897 
8.8555 
1.6905 
1,3811 
7.1774 
26.11 
1.614

L O W
. 0.9186 

116.13 
1.4565 
1.648 
14.8631 
43.573 
8.0605 ^  
2.3803 
6.4223 
7.0853 
2.1126 
368.06 
1.1665 
2091.46 
8.8641 
2 \6 .5 5  
179.72 
9.588 
0.542 
1.9715 
1.5033 
7.7997 
9.662 
28.378 
1.7465 
7.8625
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Star Feature

FI  ro m  o n e  e n d  o f  th e  c o u n tr y  to  

another, a  n e w  gen era tio n  o f  B la d e  
p r o d i g i e s  i s  c h a l l e n g i n g  t h e  

h is to r ic  b arriers o f  E u ro p ea n  c la s s ic a l  
m u s i c .  F r o m  t h e  t im e  t f i e y  w e r e  

to d d le r s , th e s e  B la c k  m u s ic ia n s  h a v e  

ta k en  th e  se r io u sn e s s  o f  th e ir  cra fts  to  

heart a n d  h a v e  m a stered  th e  w o r k s  o f  

B a c h , B e e th o v e n , M ozart, M en d e ls so h n ,  
and o th e r  m a sters .

A lm o s t  a ll o f  th e m  h a v e  e n jo y e d  th e  
in it ia l tr iu m p h s o f  th e  c la s s ic a l  m u s ic  

g e n r e  a n d  h a v e  w o n  th e  su p p o r t  o f  

in f lu e n t ia l  m u s ic ia n s  a n d  c o m m u n ity  
lea d ers.

A m o n g  th e se  p r o d ig ie s  are St. L o u is ’ 
S e s s io n  tw in s ,  A d e s h ia  a n d  In d ia , 12  

w h o  w o w e d  j a z z  great-W ynton  M a rsa lis  

at a  p r iv a te  c o n c e r t  w h e n  th e y  w e r e  ju s t  

10  y e a r s  o ld ; th e  C o n sta n t T r io  (P ierre ,  

16 , D a n ie l,  15, a n d  J e ss ic a , 13 ) o f  N e w  

Y ork; an d  In d ia n a  v io lin is t  Tai M urray,

18 , w h o s e  s k il ls  h a v e  d raw n  a c c o la d e s  
fro m  m u s ic  c r it ic s .

T h e se  p r o d ig ie s , su p p o rted  b y  their  
p a r e n ts '  s a c r i f i c e  a n d  th e  c o l l c c t i v e  

e ffo r ts  o f  th e ir  c lo s e -k n it  c o m m u n it ie s ,  
are a m o n g  a  r is in g  g e n e r a t io n  th at is  

g iv in g  an oth er  d im e n sio n  to  th e  A fr ica n -  

A m e r ic a n  m u s ic a l p ic tu re.

T h e  C o n s ta n t  T r io ,  c o m p o s e d  o f  

P ie r r e ,  D aniel, and Jessica, a r e  a l l  
stu d en ts o f  th e  p restig io u s  J illiard  S c h o o l  

in  N e w  York. They are respectcd by
th e ir  p e e r s  a n d  th e ir  p r o fe sso r s  an d  th e

tightly knit community o f  Bellerose,
where th e y  are  r eg a r d e d  a s  c la s s ic a l  

su p e r s ta r s . From subway stations to 
C a m e g ie  H all, th e  th ree  arc k n o w n  to

whip o u t  their bow s and flaw lessly  
perform M o z a r t ’s E ine K luing  

N achlm usik  at the drop Of a d im e -  
■)roving that fo r  th em , s ib lin g  r iv a lry  has 

taken a back seat to s ib lin g  artistry. 

P ie rr e  w a s  introduced to classical
m u s ic  w h i le  o n  a f ie ld  tr ip  w ith  h is  

fo u rth -g ra d e  tea ch er , an  o p era  lo v er . It 
w a s  th ere  that h e  fo u n d  h is  p a s s io n  fo r  

t h e  v i o l i n ,  a  p a s s i o n  t h a t  w o u ld  

su b se q u e n tly  d raw  h is  y o u n g e r  s ib lin g s  
to  c la s s ic a l  m u s ic  a s w e l l .

W h e n  P ierre  w a s  9  y e a r s  o ld , h is  

p a ren ts, D a n ie l,  a m a th  p r o fe sso r , and  

J e s s i e ,  a  n u r s e ,  w h o  n e v e r  h a d  a n y  
m u sic a l tra in in g , b o u g h t h im  a  v io l in  for  

C h r i s t m a s .  P ie r r e  i n s t a n t ly  b e g a n  
m a k in g  m u s ic .

P ie r r e  la te r  a p p l ie d  fo r  a  M u s ic  

A d v a n c e m e n t P rogram  (M A P ) tw o -y e a r

Th e  N e w  Black Prodigies
cholarship designed to su p p ort m in o r it ie s  s h e ’s  c o m e  to  e n io v  h er  iriHrnitn<»nt frtr r-*r ......__________________scholarship designed to  su p p ort m in o r itie s  

in  m u s ic ,  a n d  b e c a m e  o n e  o f  the first 
African-American stu d en ts  fro m  MAP
to  b e  a c c c p tc d  in to  th e  p re-

c o lle g e  d iv is io n
Juilliard. N o w  h is

s i b l i n g s
a t t e n d  

Juilliard with 
him

D a n ie l  w a s

introduced to the
v io lin  b y  w a tc h in g  

his brother Pierre 
play . “ It s e e m e d  v ery

interesting, and Hiked
th e  so u n d  o f  th e  v io lin ,

“D a n ie l  recalls. “And he 
looked like h e  w a s  h a v in g  
a lo t  o f  fiin  d o in g  it” .

Unlike her b ig  brothers,
J e ss ic a  p la y s  a th ree-q u arter­

sized cello. She admits that she 
first d e c id e d  o n  th e  c e l lo  b e c a u se  she c o u ld  

p la y  it  while seated, b u t o v e r  th e  y e a r s

s h e ’s  c o m e  to  e n jo y  h e r  in stru m en t fo r  

o b v io u s  r e a s o n s .  S h e  l o v e s  th e  

so u n d  o f  th e  c e l lo  an d  th e  co n tro l 
that sh e  h a s  o v e r  it.

M u s ic  i s  m y  l i f e ,"  s h e  
sa y s . “F irst I tr ied  th e  p ia n o  

an d  th en  I tr ied  th e  v io lin . S o  
w h ile  I w a s  at th e  m u s ic  

sh o p , th e y  g a v e  m e  th is  

in s tr u m e n t  a n d  I s a id ,  
‘O k ay , PIT try th is . I ’l l  

g iv e  it a  s h o t ’” .
T h e  tr io ’s b u st lin g  

sc h e d u le s  k e e p  th em  
o n  th e ir  to e s :  F o r  

starters, there  are  
f o u r  h o u r s  o f  

m u s ic  p r a c tic e  

d a i l y ,  s e v e n  
d a y s  a  w e e k ,  n o  

e x c e p t io n s .  O n  th e  w e e k e n d ,  
D a n ie l  ta k e s  c la s s e s  a t th e  M a n n e s  

C o lle g e  o f  M u sic  in  M anhattan , and  Pierre  

a n d  J e s s ic a  r eh ea r se  at Ju illia rd . T h e ir  
c la s s  s c h e d u le s  in c lu d e  theory , o rch estra ,

jThe session twins pose with their parent*. Ga m  and

ear  tr a in in g , c h a m b e r  m u s ic ,  a  p r iv a te  

s tu d io  s e s s io n ,  a n d  so m e w h e r e  d u rin g  
th e  d a y -a  lu n ch  break .

M o d e s t  a n d  w e l l - m a n n e r e d ,  th e  
s ib lin g s  lo o k  to  o n e  a n o th er  fo r  su p p ort 

an d  in sp ira tion . B u t b ig  brother P ierre has  

e m e r g e d  a s  D a n ie l’s a n d  J e s s ic a ’s h ero  

H is  m u s ic  i s  “ h is  l i f e ” , a n d  h i s  s o l e  

in ten tio n  at th is  state in  h is  l ife  is  to  p er fec t  
h is  v ir tu o so  sk ills .

“M y  s ib lin g s  lo o k  u p  to  m e  b e c a u se  I 
am  th e  o n e  w h o  started  to  g e t  th e m  in to  

m u s ic ” , P ierre  e x p la in s . “I fe e l  I h a v e  a 
r e s p o n s ib ility  to  b e  a  g o o d  r o le  m o d e l, to  

g u id e  th e m . I g u e s s  t h e y  r e a l ly  n e e d  

s o m e b o d y  lik e  th a t.” A s  fo r  a  r e la x a tio n  

ta c tic , P ierre  le ts  h is  h a ir  d o w n  b y , w e l l ,  

w h a t e ls e ,  l is te n in g  to  c la s s ic a l  m u s ic .

“ I ju s t  l ie  a c r o s s  m y  b e d  an d  l is te n  to  

m u s ic  , h e  s a y s .  “ I d o n ’t h a v e  a 
g ir lfr ien d ; w e l l ,  r ig h t n o w , m y  m u s ic  is  

m y  g ir lfr ien d ,"  h e  la u g h s.

T h ree  m a jo r  fa c tio n s  that h a v e  g iv e n  

u n c o n d it io n a l  su p p o rt to  th e  C o n sta n t  
T rio  h a v e  b e e n  th e ir  p a ren ts, th e ir  m u s ic  

i n s t r u c t o r s  a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e ir  

c o m m u n ity  - a l l  o f  w h o m  h a v e  sp e n t  

e n d le s s  h o u rs  in  tra in in g , r a is in g  fu n d s  

a n d  p r o m o tin g  th e  y o u n g  m u s ic ia n s .

“ I r e s p e c t  th e m  fo r  a l l  o f  th e  h ard  
w o r k  t h e y ’v e  d o n e  to  u s  w h e r e  w e  a re ,” 

P ierre  s a y s  o f  h is  p a ren ts. “ I t’s b e e n  a 

lo t o f  hard w o rk -th e  fin a n c ia l in v e stm e n ts  
a n d  th e  s tr e s s  o f  g e t t in g  in to  s c h o o l .  I 
tru ly  r e sp e c t  th e m ” .

G iv e n  th e  ta len t a n d  a m b itio n  o f  th e  

C o n sta n t  T r io , th e ir  fu tu re  g o a ls  s e e m  

p ro b a b le  e n o u g h : J e ss ic a  w a n t to  b e  an  

M .M .D . (m u s ic a l m e d ic a l  d o c to r ) “w h o  

p la y s  th e  c e l lo  fo r  m y  p a tie n ts .” D a n ie l ’s 

g o a l is  to  b e  a  ca fS er  v io lin is t ,  an d  P ierre  

a im s to  f o l lo w  th e  fo o ts te p s  o f  th e  first 

B la c k  v ir tu o so  in  th e  19th cen tury , G eo r g e  
A u g u s tu s  P o lg r e e n  B r id g e to w er . “ I w a n t  

to  be the first B la c k  v ir tu o so  in  th e  2 1 s1 
cen tu ry , to sh a re  m y m u s ic  w ith  o th e r  

p e o p le ,” h e says. “ I w ant to sh o w  th e  

w o r ld  that rap and R & B  are n o t the o n ly
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m u s ic  th a t  o u r  p e o p le  k n o w . O u r  

p e o p le  k n o w  c la s s ic a l  m u s ic  a s  w e l l .” 

S h o w c a s i n g  h e r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  

c la s s ic a l m u s ic  is  v io lin is t  Tai M urray, 18, 

w h o  is  a s  m e sm e r iz in g  as th e  b e a u tifu l  

m u sic  sh e  p la y s . B o m  in  C h ic a g o , M urray  

w a s  h o m e -s c h o o le d  an d  b e g a n  h er  v io lin  
s t u d ie s  a t  th e  a g e  o f  5 . S h e  r e c e n t ly  

;raduated  w ith  h o n o r s  fr o m  th e  A r tis t  

D i p l o m a  p r o g r a m  a t  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  

In d ia n a ’s S c h o o l o f  M u s ic  a n d  is  f lu e n t

The India
and idttshia. 1 2

itt F r e n c h  a n d  J a p a n e s e .  M u r ra y  h a s  

a p p ea red  a s a  s o lo is t  w ith  th e  C in c in n a ti  
C h a m b e r  O r c h e s t r a  a n d  o n  s e v e r a l  

o c c a s io n s  w ith  th e  St. A m b r o se  Chamber 
Orchestra in  S t . L o u is '. S h e  h a s  a l s o  

p e r f o r m e d  w i t h  t h e  s y m p h o n ie s  o f  

C h ic a g o , L o s  A n g e le s ,  an d  W a sh in g to n , 

B .C . S h e  s a y s  that a s  a  to d d ler  sh e  h eard
th e  v io l in  a n d  in sta n tly  f e ll  in  love w ith

it music.
“I was v e ry  young when I first heard 

th e  so u n d , M urray r ec a lls . “ I lea rn ed  it 
by ear and I enjoyed the so u n d , a n d  I 
b e g a n  t a k i n g  v io lin  l e s s o n s  SOOn 
th e r ea fte r . T o d a y  o n e  o f  h er  favorite 
Compositions is  th e  m e llo w  Havanaise, 
a b eau tifu l C am ille  S a i n t - S a e n s  

c o m p o s it io n  that she delivers with crystal 
Clear ru n s a n d  o sc i lla t io n s .

“A p p a r e n tly  h e r  in stru m en t is  q u ite  

m o d e st , y e t  th e  so u n d  sh e  d ra w s fro m  it 

b ea rs a n  u n c a n n y  r e s e m b la n c e  to  h e r  

te a c h c r ’s ,” w r ites  cr itic  J a m es W ierzb ick i  

o f  th e  S t . L o u is  P o s t  D is p a t c h .  " H er

p h ra s in g , to o , is  g o r g e o u s  an d  h er  s e n s e  

© f p itc h  is  u n err in g .” M urray  w a s  b a re ly  

1 0  y e a r s  o l d  w h e n  h e  r e v i e w e d  h e r  

p er fo rm a n ce .

M urray, w ith  m a n y  o th er  y o u n g  B la c k  

m u s ic ia n s  m u st d e p e n d  o n  h er  fa m ily  and  

c o m m u n ity  to  su sta in  h er  s u c c e s s .  T h e  

v io l in  is  p erh a p s th e  m o st  e x p e n s iv e  o f  

a ll str in g  in stru m en ts , (th e  m o s t  p o p u la r  

v io l in s ,  th e  S tra d iv a r iu s c o lle c t io n , start 

at a b o u t $  1 5 0 ,0 0 0 )  th en  add  in  th e  priva te

le s s o n s  and  

t r a v e l i n g  

f e e s  - th e  

en d  resu lt is  

F in a n c ia lly  
sta g g e r in g .

“P laying  

th e  v io l in  is  
a  v e r y  

e x p e n s i v e  
e n d e a v o r ,  
w h i c h  i s  

w h y  y o u  
d o n ’t s e e  
m a n y  

B l a c k  

v io l in i s t s ,”
sa y s  m o m  E lle n  M urray . “ It ta k e s  th e  

e ffo r ts  o f  th e  w h o le  fa m ily  to  h e lp  u s  in 
th is  en d ea v o r . It ta k e s  a  v i l la g e  to  r a ise  a  
B la c k  v io lin is t .”

M u rray  p r a c tic c s  f iv e  h o u rs a  d a y  and  

th en  s tu d ie s  w ith  h er  fo r e ig n  la n g u a g e  

tu tors. S h e ’s  w o r k in g  s te a d ily  to w a rd  her  

g o a l  o f  c o n q u e r in g  th e  w o r ld  th r o u g h  

m u s ic , a n d  r e c e n t ly  w o n  a  c o v e te d  Spot 

in  a n  in t e r n a t io n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n  in  

H e ls in k i, F in la n d .

M urray  h a s  a ttracted  th e  Support O f a  

n u m b e r  o f  n a t io n a l f ig u r e s ,  in c lu d in g  

M in ister  L o u is  F arrakhan, a lso  a  v io lin is t ,  

w h o  h a s  c a l l e d  f o r  o t h e r  p r o m in e n t  

B la c k s  to  h e lp  u n d erw rite  th e  p u rch a se  

O f a  v in ta g e  v io l in ,  w h ic h  is  g e n e r a lly  

req u ired  fo r  a  se r io u s  ca reer  v io lin is t .

In St. L o u is , a  se t  o f  ta len ted  tw in s  

are in  th e  first s ta g e s  o f  c re a tin g  a  se r io u s  

ca rccr  in  c la s s ic a l  m u s ic . T a len ted  tw in  

v io lin is t s  In d ia  a n d  A d e s h ia  S e s s io n , 12, 
first d isp la y ed  th eir  m u s ic a l ta len ts  w h en ,  

a s to d d le r s ,  th e y  d a n c e d  in  th e  l iv in

ro o m , c r o o n in g  O le ta  A d a m s ’ r ec o rd s ,  

sa y s  th e ir  m o th er  D e n ise  S e s s io n , a  nurse. 

T h e ir  father, G arry, a  to o l  a n d  d ie  m a k er  

a n d  h u d d lin g  s a x o p h o n is t ,  b o u g h t  th e  

w h o le  fa m ily  v io lin s . D e n ise  S e s s io n  sa y s  

sh e  w a s  sh o c k e d  at h o w  fa st  th e  tw in s  

p ro g ressed .

“I ’v e  n e v e r  p la y e d  an  instrum ent,”  sh e  

e x p la in s .  “ I w a s  j u s t  e x c i t e d  to  g e t  a  

c h a n c e  to  p la y , bu t th en  th e  g ir ls  w o u ld  

c o m e  b a c k  fro m  th e ir  c la s s  an d  th e y  w e re  

p r o g r e s s i n g  a t  a  s t e a d y  r a te .  A n d  I 
c o u ld n ’t k e e p  u p .”

T o d a y  th e  g ir ls  h a v e  o u tg r o w n  their

m in ia t u r e  v i o l i n s  /----------  an d  are n o w
u s in g  their p a ren ts’ 

in stru m en ts .
G a r r y  

S e s s io n , w h o  

s a y s  h e
i n i t i a l l y  

c h o s e  th e
v io l in  fo r  h is  

d a u g h t e r s  

b e c a u s e  i t  

w a s  
lightweight 

a n d  

w o u ld n ’t 

p u t  a 
s t r a in

0 n
tliun ,

h a s  
bm

playing
th e  r o le  o f  “ p ro u d  

fa th e r ” fo r  q u ite  s o m e  t im e  

n o w . " M y  c h ild re n  h a d  b e e n  p la y in g  th e  

v io l in  s in c e  th e y  w e r e  3 ,” h e  s a y s .  “ I 

th o u g h t  it  w o u ld  b e  b e s t  to  g e t  th e m  

started  in  m u s ic  a t an  e a r ly  a g e . A n d  it 

h a s  w o r k e d  o u t  w e l l .”

“ W o r k e r  o u t  w e l l ” i s  i n d e e d  a n  

u n d e r s ta te m e n t .  T h e  t w in s  h a v e  w o n  

se v e r a l a w a rd s , in c lu d in g  o n e  fro m  the  

M id -A m e r ic a  M u s ic  A s s o c ia t io n ,  a n d

a lso  p erfo rm ed  fo r  in ternational ja z z  great  

W y n to n  M a rsa lis  at a  p r iva te  c o n c er t after  

h is  sh o w  at St. L o u is ’ P o w e ll  S y m p h o n y  

H a ll in  1 9 9 5 . M a r sa lis  w a s  th o r o u g h ly  

im p r esse d , a n d  to ld  th e  g ir ls  to  s t ic k  to  

th e ir  v io lin s .  T h e y  h a v e  o b e y e d .

S ^ y s  A d e s h ia ,  “ I e n j o y  th e  v i o l i n  

b e c a u se  i t ’s p r o d u c tiv e  a n d  I l ik e  to  p lay . 

M e e tin g  W y n to n  M a rsa lis  w a s  g rea t, anc 

h e  w a s  v e r y  n ic e .  H e  to ld  u s  to  k e e p  

p la y in g . “In d ia , th e  e ld e s t  tw in  b y  fo u r  

m in u t e s ,  s h a r e s  h e r  s i s t e r ’s m u s ic a  

a m b itio n s .

“ I lo v e  p la y in g  th e  v io lin ,  a n d  I l ik e  

to  p la y  a  m ix tu r e  o f  e v e r y th in g . I w a n t to  

t r a v e l  a r o u n d  th e  w o r ld ,  p la y in g  m y  

v io l in ,” sh e  s a y s  e x c ite d ly . T h e  

t w in s  h a v e  a l s o  

s h o w c a s e d  

h e i r  

ta le n t  o n  

s e v e r a  

1 o  c  a 

t e l e v i s i o n  

p ro g ra m s. 

W h e n  th e  

t o p  s e v e n t h -  

g r a d e r s  a t  

S to r m in -S tu ff in  

E l e m e n t a r y  

S c h o o l  a r e  n o t  

m a k in g  m u s ic ,  

t h e y  a r e  r u n n in g  

t h e ir  p u b l i s h i n g  

c o m p a n y - a n d  h a v e  

j u s t  c o m p le t e d  th e ir  

first b o o k , The Session 
F am ily: Short S tories  

Poetry. “It to o k  u s  a b o u t  

a y e a r  to  f in ish  o u r  b o o k ,  

b u t it  w a s n ’t hard w o r k , 

s a y s  In d ia . A s k e d  w h eth er  

th ey  preferred  p la y in g  m u s ic  

or  w r it in g  b o o k s , th e y  sp o k e  

n e a r ly  in  u n is o n :  " W e l ik e  

b o t h ,” A d e s h ia  s a y s .  A d d s  I n d ia , “ I f  

a n y th in g  g o e s  w r o n g , I ’l l  a lw a y s  h a v e  m y  

p u b l i s h i n g  b u s i n e s s .  R u n n in g  m y  

b u s in e s s  a n d  p la y in g  m y  v io l in  are th e  

m o s t  im p o rta n t th in g s  r ig h t n o w .

Culled from  Ebony Magazine.
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T
jere emirate donates 46 

cattle toGov. Ibrahim
h e  p e o p le  o f  Jajere  
em ira te  c o u n c il  in  
Y obe at the w eek en d  

don ated  4 6  h ead s o f  cattle  
to G ov. B ukar Ibrahim  to  
en ab le  h im  m eet w ith  the  

requirem ents for the aw ard  
o f  a c h ie fta in cy  title  in  the  
emirate.

T h e  N e w s  A g e n c y  o f  
N ig er ia  (N A N ) reports th a t  
the 5 4  c o w s , o w n ed  b y  the  
g o v ern o r  fe ll short o f  the  
100 c o w s  required to enable  
h im  w e a r  th e  c r o w n  o f

“A rdo o fY o b e ” . T he P eop le

&

Gov. Turaki

o f  Jajere dec id ed  to contrib­
ute the rem aining num ber o f  
c o w s  for  the govern or  to be  
turbaned at a c o lo u rfu l cer­
em o n y  in B aban gida  tow n , 
headquarters o f  the em irate.

W ith the co n ferm en t o f  
the title , Ibrahim  w h o  had  
m ore than ten  other tradi­
t io n a l t it le s  to  h is  cred it, 

n o w  assu m ed  the headsh ip  
o f  the teem in g  Fulani pop u­
lation  in  the state

S p eak in g  to  N e w sm e n  
sh ortly  after the cerem on y,

the g overn or  sa id  h e  w o u ld  
e s t a b l i s h  a la r g e  fra m e  
w ith in  the em irate to cater  
for the anim als.

H e explained that he had 
b een  a lo v er  o f  an im als all 
h is  life . A s  su ch , the re ­
sp o n s ib ility  o f  lo o k in g  a f­
ter the c o w s  w o u ld  not b e a 
n e w  ex p erien ce  to him .

Ibrahim a lso  said that he  
w o u ld  d e lve  into large sca le  
gun A rabic farm in g  in tw o  
years tim e.

N A N  r e p o r ts  th a t  
“A rd o ” is a F ulani title  b e ­
sto w ed  on  F ulani leaders in  
appreciation  o f  their contri­
bu tion s to the d ev e lo p m en t  
o f  the area.

Strike looms in 
universities

T

 J------        j  7 QI me area _______________

American auto firm sued over fraud
A  US based auto-giant. 

G eneral M otors o f  
Detroit, Michigan has 

been taken to court by a Cala­
bar la w y e r , C h ie f  V ic to r  

Udoma-Egba for selling reiur- 
bishcd Cars as new.

In the suit No HC/24/
20001, the plaintiff, C h ie f  

Victor Udoma Egba also joined 
510 motors in N igeria and 
her sa le s  m a n a g er , U m o  

Ekancm as co-defendants.
C hief Udoma- Egba stated 

that he w as led by the defen­

dant to pay the sum o f  N 4.2
m illion for a Chevrolet blazer

Jeep passed as a brand new  
1997/98 model*

The plaintiff alleged that 
the car was a 1995 ref urbished 
m o d e l and n ot a brand  
new 1997/98 m odel as the de­
fendants had warranted.

A  Calabar H igh Court 
judge, C h ief Ndom a- Egba is 

praying for either specific per­
formance o f  the contract for a 
brand new model ofthecaror  

a refund o f  N 4.2m illion along 
N 3 0 0 ,000 he paid for insuring 
the car and 25 pci cent interest 
on the N4.2m illion from the 151 
day o f  July, 2000 till date o f

final payment.
Sitting at the high court No  

2 , Calabar Justice E vansus 
granted the p laintiff leave to 
serve  the defendan ts w ith  
writs o f  summons

C ounsel to the p la in tiff  
George N . Neji (ESQ) alleged 
that $TO motors and her agent 

U m oh Ekanem agreed in a let­
ter dated 30,h January 1999 to 
deliver to his client a 1997/98 
m o d e l je e p  “ from  the  
Chevrolet table.”

And lo cntice him, he was 
p r e se n te d  w ith  a 19 9 7  
Chevrolet TAHOE Brochure

and was told that there was no 
blazer Brochure at the tim e 
adding that the Brochure does 
not matter as it had the same 

features with TAHOE except 
that the latter was slightly big­
ger.

According to him, the bat­
tery went down about three 
months after delivery even as 
the ccntral lock stopped func­
tioning and the passenger w in­
dow  could not be wound less  
than five months after.

Similarly, the seat fabric 
was tom  and the bodywork  
“developed obvious patches o f  
rust",

Commission empowered to arrest 
corrupt public Officers

The Z am fara State  
Government has given 
full powers to the state 
Anti- corruption Commission  

to arrest any corrupt public 
officer, Gov. Sani Ahmed has 
said. The governor who stated 
th is w h ile  sp ea k in g  w ith  
newsm en in Gusau said that 
last year, the function o f  the 
com m ission were limited due 
to the learning process o f  the 
sharia legal system.

“The commission has now  
been vested  full pow ers to 
discharge its duties", he added.

Sani sa id  that any  
government em ployee caught 
d iv ertin g  or m ism an ag in g  
g o v e rn m en t’s fun ds and  
reso u rces, w o u ld  fa ce  the  
wrath o f  the law, in accordance 
with the sharia legal system.

The governor said Sharia 
law  w as b in d in g  on all 
M uslim s including the civil 
serv a n ts, add ing  that the  
p r o se c u tio n  o f  top c iv i l  
servants w o u ld  serve as a

Gnv. Ah me/I Sani

deterrent to others. He urged 
all m uslim s in the state to 
continue to be law abiding, and

respect the tenets o f  Sharia 
legal system and other Islamic 
doctrines and teachings.

Justice Ministry needs more than 
N500 million to settle damages

T Ihe Minister o f  Justice 
and Attorney General 
o f  the Federation, Chief 

Bola Ige, said in Abuja today, 
that the Ministry needed be­
tween N 500 million to one bil­
lion naira to settle damages re­
sulting from claims. Testifying 
at the resumed Public hearing 
on the National ID card project 
organised by the Senate Com ­
mittee on Public accounts, Ige 
said that the Ministry needed 
more funds to enable it dis­
charge its responsibility o f  de­
fending the country’s interests.

He said his Ministry had 
the smallest allocation in this 
year’s budget, but did not dis­
close how much was allocated 
to it.

"There is need to ensure 
that the ministry is adequately 
funded bccause nothing must 
be done to allow those whose 
duty it is to defend the gov­
ernment, to com prom ise or 
collude with the other side,” 
Ige said.

He explained that i f  the 
counsel representing the gov­
ernment w as unable to go to 
coutt because o f  lack o f  funds, 
a judge was not bound to wait 
for him  indefinitely, adding 
that the m inistry should be 
em powered to discharge its 
duties.

- I g e
f  he Minister claimed that 

in the past, the ministry was 
regarded as a service ministry, 
but noted that no contract 
could be signed without the 
ministry looking into it. He 
further pointed out that it was 
only last month that the min­
istry was able to buy two offi­
cial cars for him since he came 
to the m inistry in June last 
year, adding that he had been 
using the car he took from the 
ministry o f  Power and Steel, 
where he last served.

F ielding questions from 
Newsm en later, Ige said that 
Mr. N essin  Cioan, C h ief Ex­
ecutive o f  Afro-Continental 
(Nig) Ltd, the company which 
initially handled the National 
ID card project, would be pros­
ecuted i f  he was found want­
ing. Goan, a Swiss National, 
had while testifying before the 
committee late last year, de­
scribed the National ID card 
project as a “Golden cow to 
be milked by every successive  
administration since 1992,”

But w hile reacting to the 
comment, Ige said? “If  that is 
what Goan him self said, then 
he is the first person to be in­
dicted because he has said with 
his ow n m outh that he b e­
longed to a consortium  that 
was milking Nigeria,

h e  N a t io n a l  

Secretariat o f  the  

S e n io r  S t a f f  

A s s o c ia t i o n  o f  N ig e r ia  

U n iv ersitie s  (S S A N U ) has  

ordered its m em bers to start 

a o n e -w eek  strike from  next 

M onday.

T he d e c is io n  w a s taken  

at the end o f  the U n io n ’s E x­

ecutive em ergen cy  m eeting, 

w h ich  w a s  h e ld  la st Friday  

at the U n iv ersity  o f  A buja.

A c c o r d in g  to  a 

co m m u n iq u e issu ed  at the  

en d  o f  the m eetin g  b y  the  

n a t io n a l  p r e s id e n t ,  S a m  

P iw u n a  and  th e  n a tio n a l  

Secretary, Sam uel O laniyan, 

the un ion  sa id  that the a c ­

tio n  w a s n ecessa ry  fo l lo w ­

ing  the w ithdraw al o f  F G / 

S S A N U  agreem en t b y  the  

N a tio n a l U n iv ersity  C o m ­

m ission  (N U C ).

T he S S A N U  noted  w ith  
dism ay, the unilateral w ith ­
drawal o f  the M ay  1 1 ,2 0 0 0  
agreem ent b etw een  the fed ­
e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  
S S A N U  v id e  a letter o f  r e f ­

e r e n c e  N U C /E S /1 3 8 /v o l ,

x x x v 111/298 o f  January 2001  
and w h ich  w a s b een  c o m ­
m unicated  to all V ice-C han- 
cellors.

W h ile  co n d em n in g  the  
role p la y ed  b y  the co m m it  

t e e  o f  V ic e - C h a n c e l lo r s  
(C V C ) in co n n iv a n ce  w ith  
the E x ecu tiv e  Secretary o f  
N U C  and the m in istry  o f  

E du cation , the ca ll on  the  
Federal governm ent to w ith  
draw  th e  le tte r  had  b e e n  
largely  ignored.

T he N E C , accord in g  to  
the co m m u n iq u e, therefore  
directed  its m em bers to e m ­
b a r k e d  o n  a o n e -  w e e k  
w arn ing  strike action , after  
w h ic h  the u n io n  w o u ld  re 
su m e its su sp en d ed  strike  
action fu lly  indefin itely w ith  
effect from  M onday 19 F eb­
ruary, 2001 .

T h e  u n io n  h o w e v e r  
e x p r e s s e d  th e ir  c o n c e r n  
th a t  th e  u n i la te r a l  
withdrawal o f  the agreem ent 
w a s a ca lcu la ted  attem pt to  
in tr o d u c e  c r i s e s  in  th e  
u n iv e r s i t y  s y s t e m  a n d  
c o n seq u en tly  d iscred it and  
d i s t a b i l i s e  th e  f e d e r a l  
govern m en t,

f ^  

CONVOCATION! CONVOCATION!! CONVOCATION!!! 
I'SMANU DANFODIYO UNIVERSITY SOKOTO

This is to inform the general public that the Usmanu Danfodiyo Univer­
sity Snkoto is holding its 20th Convocation ceremony on Saturday, Feb- 
ruai \ 10,2001 at the Convocation square located at the Main Campus 
o f  th e  University. The ceremony will feature award of Degrees, Diplo­
mas a n d  Certificates to graduands of the 1998/1999 and 1999/2000 

s e s s io n .  Five distinguished personalities namely Alhaji Ahmadu Kurt], 
Alhaji Idris Koko, Alhaji BelloGidadawa(DangaladimanWaziri), Alhaji 
(Dr) Abdulwahab Folawiyo and Chief Emeka Anyaoku, former Secre­
tary-General ofthe Commonwealth, will be conferred with Honorary 
Degree at the ceremony.

The I Jniversity wishes to call on all graduands who will be attending the 
convocation ceremony to take special note ofthe following intbrmation:-

a) graduands are advised to arrive Sokoto early enough in 
preparation for the ceremony

b) academic robes, to be issued on first come first served basis, 
will be available at the Students Affairs Office for col 
lection by graduands upon payment of a non-refundable fee 
o f N200.00,

c) there will be a re-union meeting of all graduands preparatory 
to the Silver Jubilee celebration;

d) graduands are encouraged to invite their relations for the 
ceremony, and

e) all affected graduands are advised to attend the Convoca­
tion ceremony

(S igned) 
A B U B A K A R  S. U SM A N  

Registrar.

U DU S/R /A D.93  
January 18,2001
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Lam charges National Assembly on FCC
he G overn or  o f  O yo  
s ta te ,  A lh a j i  L a im  
A d e s in a  h as u r g e d ’ 

the N a tio n a l A sse m b ly  to  
a p p r o v e  th e  b i l l  o n  
g u id e lin es o n  em p lo y m en t  
and d istr ib u tion  o f  s o c io ­
e c o n o m ic  s e r v ic e s  in  the  

country, su b m itted  b y  the  
F e d e r a l  C h a r a c te r
C om m ission  (FCC).

A lh a j i A d e s in ^  m a d e  
the ca ll in Ibadan, M onday  
w h ile  rec e iv in g  the e x e c u ­
tiv e  chairm an o f  the c o m ­

m ission , A lhaji A dam u Fika  
w h o  p a id  h im  a c o u r te sy  
v is it  in h is o ffice .

A c co rd in g  to  the g o v ­
ernor, co n sid er in g  the im ­
portance o f  the co m m issio n  
to  the N ig er ia  situation , the  

N a tio n a l A s se m b ly  o u gh t  
to have approved the said
g u id e lin es  so  as to further

enhance the smooth run­
n in g  o f  the c o m m is s io n ’s 
operation .

T h e  g o v e r n o r ,  a ls o  

n o ted  that the federal char  
actcr co m m iss io n  is  an or­
gan iza tion  that the country

needed urgently to correct
th e  in b a la n ce  o f  the p ast  
and to  a lso  lo o k  in to  the  
e a ses  o f  m argin alization  as 
h a s b e e n  to u te d  in  so m e

From Oladoyinbo,
in Ibadan

q u o ta s.

A lh a ji A d e s in a  h o w ­
ev er  ad v ised  the c o m m is­
s io n  to put an e ffe c t iv e  m a­
c h in e ry  in  p la c e  th rou gh

that w o u ld  b e  d edicated  and  
lo y a l to  the c o m m iss io n ,” 
he added.

S p e a k in g  e a r lie r , th e  
chairm an  o f  the c o m m is ­
s io n , A lh a ji A d a m u  F ik a  

sa id  that , th e  data fo r  the  
federal c iv il service for 1997, 
1 998  and 199 9  have  been  
com piled.

H e said  the co m m issio n  
had p r o p o sed  tw o  g u id e ­
lines; ,o(n e , for  em p lo y m en t  
and the other o n e  for d istri­
b u tio n  o f  sp c io -e c o n o m ic  
serv ices w ith  the form er ap­
proved  b y the m ilitary g o v ­
ernm ent w h ile  the later w a s  
still a w a itin g  approval by  
the N a tio n a l A ssem b ly .

Gov. Lam Adesina
which the activities o f the
c o m m iss io n  co u ld  b e  d is­

sem in a ted  to  the ordinary  
p eo p le  arguing that m o st o f  
th ese  p e o p le  d o  n o  k n o w  

about the activities o f the
com m ission .

H e a lso  urged the F C C  

to rccruit its own staff in­
stead  o f  rely in g  on o ffice rs  
seco n d ed  to it b y  the vari­

ous state governm ents,
“th e  c o m m is s io n  b e in g  a 
s ta tu to r y  c o m m is s io n  
should  em p lo y  its o w n  staff

N3m equipment for honey 
processing in Cross Rivers

From Bassey Ita, in Calabar

t ;he Cross R iver state 
governm ent has pro 
cu red  eq u ip m en t  

worth three m illion naira to 
enhance bee farming and honey 
processing in the stale.

S p ccia l A d v iser  to the 
state governor on Tradc and In­
vestm ent, Mr. Atta Ochinke 
directed that the equipment be 
taken to the richly endow ed  
Obudu caule Ranch for instal­
lation shortly after inspecting  
them. ,

H e said the state govern­
ment was irrevocably commit­
ted  to the ta k e -o f f  o f  the  
project w hich w ill act as an 
aspect o f  the Poverty A llevia­
tion Programmes o f  the gov­
ernment.

Attah further said that the 
bee farm and honey processing 
factory at the ranch w ill divert 
the a tten tio n  o f  the lo ca l  
destruction o f  forest at the 
ranch rnoreso as it w ill  
stim ulate econ om ic  growth  
and empower the local people.

The item s received, the 
Special Adviser said, consist 
o f  a processing and packaging 
equipm ent with 70  units o f  
top-bar h ive, twenty units o f  
sm okers, twenty units o f  bee  
dress, tw enty  units o f  h ive  
too ls as w ell as fifty  units 
longstroth hive.

A lso  received, w ere solar 
w ax extractor, MG wax extrac­
tor and a hundred and twenty 
units o f  hive stands, all valued 
at N 1 million.

The new commissioner 
o f  police in N  iger State, 
Alhaji Tsoho Hussaini 
has advised ^rmed robbers and 

criminals in the state to start 
thinking o f  where to m ove to, 
saying that the command had 
devised measures to make the 
state too hot to accommodate 
them.

Speaking in an interview  
w ith our correspondent in 
M inna yesterd a y , A lh a ji 
Tsoho said his command was 
se t  to crack  dow n on the  
nefarious activities o f  men o f  
the underworld, particularly 
those who engage in violent 
crimes, f

He however called for the 
full co-operation and support 
o f  m em bers o f  the general 
p u b lic  in the co m m a n d ’s 
efforts at ridding the state o f  
criminals and the protection o f  
l iv e s  and property  o f  the  
residents.

T he co m m iss io n er  
believed that the public could 
do this by helping the police  
w ith  u sefu l in form ation  
capable o f  helping to arrest 
hoodlums.

Alhaji Tsoho also enjoined 
traditional rulers in the state 
to help mobilise and enlighten 
their subjects on the need to 
expose suspicious characters 
and criminal activities to the 
police.

“ T h e  tra d i t io n a l  ru le rs

Police promise 
criminals hell in 

Niger
From Akinade Adeniji, ’
in Minna ____________ .

have a great role to play in 
combating crime in the state, 
especially as they are closer to 
the people.”

T he p o lic e  b o ss  a lso  
so lic ited  for m axim um  c o ­
op era tio n  the press “to  
su ccessfu lly  prosecute this 
war against crim e in N iger  
State.”

He pledged to adequately 
take care o f  the w elfare o f  
o ff ic e r s  and m en o f  the  
command but warned that any 
policeman caught engaging in 
acts capable o f  bringing the 
force into disrespect would not 
be spared.

The c o m m issio n e r  
disclosed that the command 
had arrested  tw o  petro l 
atten d an ts, M urtala
Mohammed and Yedu Madu, 
who connived with another 
arm ed robbery gang  in  
December last year to rob their 
e m p lo y er  o f  the sum  o f  
N 40,000 in N ew  Wuse.

He said his command had 
equally beefed up surveillance 
activities through increase in 
foot and vehicular patrol o f  
Sulcja following the upsurge o f  
crime in the area.

Child labour: ILO to the
rescue with N170 million
T h e  I n te r n a t io n a l  

L a b o u r  
O rganisation (ILO) 

is to spend m ore than N70 
m illio n  to k eep  ov er  3 ,0 0 0  

N igerian  ch ild  labourers o f f  
the streets b y  sen d in g  them  
to  s c h o o l and  v o c a tio n a l  

in s t i t u t io n s  to  a c q u ir e  
skills.

T h e  currcnt ed itio n  o f  
Partnership1 a pu b lication

o f  U N  agencies, explained 
that the p roject w a s part o f  
the org a n isa tio n ’s interna­
tional program m es on e lim i­
n a t io n  o f  c h i ld  la b o u r  
OPEC).

A c c o r d in g  to  M r. 
C om eliou s D zakpasu, IL O ’s 
d ir ec to r  in  N ig e r ia , “th e  
program m e aim s at rescuing  
ch ildren  in hazardous and  
exp lo ita tive  work.

“T h e  g o a l is  to  m a in ­
strea m  w o r k in g  c h ild r e n  
into regular and non-formal 
e d u c a tio n a l p ro g ra m m es, 
p r e -v o c a tio n a l and  v o c a ­
tional train ing and strive to  
im prove and adapt teach in g  
m a ter ia ls  to  the n e e d s  o f  
the b en efic ia r ies ,"  he said.

H e  u r g e d  th e  fe d e r a l  
g o v e rn m en t to  jo in  o th er  
countr ies w h ic h  have  rati­

f ied  c o n v e n tio n s  182 and  
1 3 8 , a ll to u c h in g  o n  th e

elim in a tio n  o l the w orst
form s o f  ch ild  labour.

D z a k p a su  e x p la in e d  
that the conventions define 
such labour as all forms o f  
“slavery or practices sim i­
lar to “slavery, such as sales 
and trafficking o f  children, 
debt bondage and com pul­
sory labour ”

Included in the defini­
tion are the use o f  children 
for prostitution, pornogra­
phy or pornographic per­
form ance, illicit activities 
and jobs that are likely to 
harm them. Partnership re­
ports that children w orld­
wide between ages five and 
14 are approxim ately 250 
million, o f whom 120 million 
are working full time in haz­
ardous and exploitative ar­
eas.

It n o te d  th a t c h ild  
labour was ram pant in N i­
geria as children could be 
found in streets w orking as 
vendors and apprentices in 
w orkshops and farm s in­
volved in com m ercial agri­
culture.

The N ew s A gency o f  
Nigeria (NAN) reports that 
the U n iv ersa l B a sic  E du ca­
tion (UBE) programme was 
introduced to help in solv­
ing the problem  and elim i­
nating illctracy by 2015.

FG invests N125 billion on job creation
Tnfnrrrmtinn anH N iaerian  vnnthc tn tn iirh  V  ,T h e  In form ation  and  

N a t i o n a l  

O r i e n t a t i o n  

M in ister , P rof. Jerry G ana  
h as sa id  in  A b u ja , that the  

p resen t ad m in istra tio n  has  
in v e ste d  N 1 2 5  b il lio n  o n  

jo b  c r e a tio n  to  e ra d ic a te  
y o u th  u n e m p lo y m e n t.  

G a n a  s a id  at a o n e  d a y  

C o r p e f s  b a n q u e t  o r g a ­

n i z e d  b y  th e  N i g e r i a n  

C h r is t ia n  C o r p e r ’s F e l ­

l o w s h ip  ( N C C F ) ,  F C T  
c h a p te r , “ th a t  G o d  w a s  

g o in g  to  p o s it iv e ly  u s e  the

N ig e r ia n  y o u th s  to  to u ch  

th e  l i v e s  o f  t h e  e n t ir e  

p o p u la c e .”

S p e a k in g  o n  th e  t o p ic ,  
“ th e  v i c t o r io u s  y o u t h "  

G a n a  s t r e s s e d  th e  n e e d  
fo r  th e  y o u th s  to  first d e ­

sire  to  b e  v ic to r io u s , and  
a lso  to  b e  im b u ed  w ith  the  

w o r d  o f  G o d  sa y in g : “ let  

th e  w o r d  o f  G o d  d w e l l  

r ic h ly  in  y o u  a s y o u  c a n ­

n ot b e  v ic to r io u s  o n  y o u r  

o w n .”
H e  fu r th e r  d e c la r e d  th e  

y e a r  a s “ a y e a r  o f  o p e n President Obasanjo

d o o r s ” fo r  t h o s e  y o u th s  

w h o m  h e  d e s c r ib e d  a s  

“ tr e m e n d o u s  p o te n t ia ls  
c a lle d  o u t fro m  c u lts  and  

c r im es  an d  d r iv en  to  serv e  

G o d  a n d  th e  n a tio n .
T h e  F C T  c h a p te r  p r e s i  
d e n t ,  M r. A b io d u n  
A k in lo la , e x p r essed  appre  

c ia t io n  to th e  G u e s ts  fo r  

th e ir  p r e s e n c e  a n d  a ls o  
th a n k ed  th e  F ed era l G o v  
e m m e n t  fo r  th e  r ec en t in  

c re a se  in  the a llo w a n c e  for  
c o r p s  m e m b e r s  to  
N 7 ,5 0 0 .

SENATE HEARING: Senator Idris Abubakar, Chairman, Senate Public Accounts Committee (right) going through 
some documents with Senator Ahmed Muktar Aruwa. Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje
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GOODL WILL MESS A GE
On behalf of the management and staff of News Engineering Nigeria Limited, I heartily 
congratulate His Excellency, Engineer Abdulkadir Abdullahi Kure,the Executive Governor of | 
Niger State over his laudable achievements since assumption of office twenty months ago.

Engineeer A. A.Kure 
, Executive Governor of Niger State

Your people oriented programmes especially in the areas of Agriculture, Rural
Eclectirfication, Rehabilitation of township roads, health care facilities and provision of
poUiblcwateHias led to the transformation of the state within such a short period.

O f *\

Alh. Awwal Ibrahim 
Emir of Suleja 

Com m issioned the E nagi Project.

Alii. Muh’cl Attahiru < HerExeUency
EmirofAgaie HajiyaZainab A.A.Kure

I TLTQlTm tj ■ • X T. . T . . Commissioned the Kudu Project Commissioned the Kpaki Project
News Engineering Nigeria Limited, is particularly delighted to be associated with your Rural 
Electrification programme which has led to fifty-five towns and villages being provided with 
Eelectricity through the installation of transformers and connection to the National Grid.

Our involvement especially in the Electrification of Enagi, Dikko, Labozhi, Kudu, Kpaki, Takuma;
Kpatagi and Ezhi including their inter twonship distribution network is also worthy of mention.
We assure your Excellency of absolute loyalty and support to your government as you 
commission all these projects.
We are also determined more than ever before to continue to provide quality service to the 
people of Niger State and Nigeria in general and remain partners in progress.

Signed
S ir  C y p ra in  O jim a d u  N w a eze  
Managing Director
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INSIDE PO LITICS
Enugti lawmakers 

exchange blows
The floor of the Frmoii J

i

he floor of the Enugu 
S tate H ouse o f  
A ssem bly  was 

turned into a  boxing arena as 
legislators freely exchanged 
blows.

T he p a n d e m o n iu m  
ensued when a m ember o f  the 
house tried to m ove a-jpotion 
for the rem oval o f  both the 

deputy speaker and majority 
leader o f  the H ouse, Jonathan 
C h u k w u m a  and  U c h e n n a  
Ekete respectively.

T he attem pt to rem ove  
'both officers created a sharp 
d iv is io n  in  th e  H o u se  as 
m embers loyal to the officers 
tr ied  in  v a in  to  r a ise  a 
counter-m otion, ca llin g  for 
the rem oval o f  the speaker 
him self.

M o st  o f  th o se  w h o  
resisted  the rem oval o f  the 
tw o officers openly accused  
their colleagues o f  Collecting 
the sum  o f  N 5 0 0 .0 0 0  each 
from  the ex ecu tiv e  arm o f  
governm ent for the purpose 
o f  executing the m otion.

T h e  r e s is ta n c e  to  the  
m otion  n otw ith stan d in g , a 
voice vote was taken and both 
th e  d ep u ty  sp ea k er  and  
majority leader were declared 
rem oved by the speaker 

O n e o f  the le g is la to r s  

\HV\\
change, Nwabueze Ugwu
later to ld  new sm en that the 
H ouse did not adopt the 
constitutional procedure of 
removing the two officers.

Ugwu, who has been 
having a running battle with 
the execu tive  arm  o f  
government, alleged that he 
had ev idence tha t the 
removal o f the two officers 
was sponsored  by the 
execu tive  th rough  the 
d istribution  o f  m oney to 
willing legislators.

On his part, the former 
deputy speaker, Jonathan 
Chukwuma told journalists 
that his only offence was his

From Chike Ajaraonye 
in Enugu

%
u n c o m p r o m is in g  a ttitu d e  
to w a rd s in ju s t ic e  and  
illegality.

H is words: “The reason  
for m y purported rem oval is 
b eca u se  I a lw a y s o p p osed  

illegality. I alw ays say no to 
the maltreatment o f  workers. 
I a lw a y s  sta n d  a g a in st  
injustice.

“T he Sp eak er is  b e in g  
p ilo ted  from  somewhere, and 
he is at the centre o f  the plot. 
T h u g s a tta c k e d  m e and  
threatened to shoot me. I am  
n ow  usin g  this m edium  to 
alert the p e o p le  o f  E nugu  
S ta te  that m y  l if e  is  in  
danger.”

Reacting to the event, the 
Speaker o f  the H ouse, Mr. 
C h u k w u , r e fu te d  th e  
allegation  that som e o f  the 
m em bers o f  the H ouse had 
c o lle c te d  b r ib es from  the  
executive for their action.

In his words: “I am not 
a w a re  o f  a n y  m o n eta ry  
in d u c e m e n t. T he d ep u ty  
speaker and majority leader 
have b een  con stitu tio n a lly  
and legally  rem oved and all 
the benefits attached to their 
a f f k . e s  

withdrawn” .
On the allegation that he 

refused to recognise one o f  
th e  le g is la to r s  (C a lis tu s  
N n am an i), w h o  w an ted  to 
raise a counter-motion calling 
for his rem oval, the speaker 
dism issed  the issue, saying  
that he did not notice the said 
member.

D u rin g  th e  r io to u s  
p r o c e e d in g , u n p r in ta b le  
a l le g a t io n s  and  co u n tc r  
allegations w ere m ade on the 
f lo o r  o f  th e  H o u se , w ith  
m em bers calling each other 
names.

The physical combat later 
shifted to the balcony o f  the

H ouse where guns w ere even  
drawn.

The orderly to one o f  the 
le g is la to r s  (N w a b u e z e  
U gw u) w ho pulled a gun was 
disarmed by a legislator.

T he s itu a t io n  w a s  
h o w e v e r  b ro u g h t u n d er  
control by A ssistant P o lice  

C o m m iss io n e r , A n d rew  
Ordia w ho disarmed all the 
combatants.

The Enugu State H ouse  
o f -A s s e m b ly  is  the m o st  
vo)ati)e )egis)ature in  ihc 

country.
Since inception, the House 

has had four speakers in the 
following order: Dr Cletus 
Enebe, Mr Festus Uzor, Mr. 
Kenneth Ogbozor and Abel 
Chukwu

Senator Tunde Ogbeha (left) discussing with Senator Martyns Yellowe at the press briefing 
by the Senate committee on the review o f  the local government system in Nigeria 
held...yesterday. Pix: by Onigbinde Felix

PDP chieftain defends Obasanjo’s administration
O,

top m em ber o f  the 

o <p 1 e  s 
em o cra tic  Party  

(P D P )  in  K a d u n a  S ta te ,  
A lh a j i  U m a r  G a n a  h a s  

c h id e d  c h i e f  S u n d a y  
A w o n iy i and other critics  
o f  P r e s id e n t  O b a s a n jo ’s 

adm inistration.
H e took  sid es w ith  the  

c h a ir m a n  P D P  b oard  o f  

trustees, D r A le x  E kw uem e  

s tr e s s in g  that it  w a s  to o  

e a r ly  to  d o  a p r o p e r  

a s s e s s m e n t  o f  th e  
governm ent.

C h ie f  A w o n iy i ,  a 
m e m b e r  o f  th e  p a r t y ’s 
board o f  trustees, had at a 
b o o k  launch in K aduna last 

w eek , lam basted  P resident 
O basanjo for “sh a m efu lly ” 
w astin g  tw o  years w ithout 

any tangib le  ach ievem en t.
R e a c t in g  to  C h ie f  

A w o n i y i ’ s c r i t ic i s m s ,  

A lh a j i ,  G a n a  d e s c r ib e d  
th e m  a s “ u n fa ir ” to  th e  
adm inistration m aintain ing  

that those w h o  em barked on

From Dare Oyewole 
in Kaduna.______________

p u ll-h im -d o w n  ex erc ise  are 
im patient p eop le .

G a n a  w o n d e r e d  w h y  
m o st p eo p le  w ere  eager  to  
s e e  th e  d iv id e n d  o f  

d em ocracy , say in g  that the
freedom  that p ervad es the

a ir  w a s  s o m e t h in g  to
celebrate.

"P resid en t O basan jo  

p ic k in g  th e  p ie c e s  an d  is
t r y in g  t o  a s s e m b le  th e  

country. T his is  a H erculean  
ta sk  a n d  n o  m ir a c le  c a n  

s o lv e  th a t  p r o b le m  
overn ight.

“ It h a s  ta k e n  th e  

destroyers not less  than 10

1

years to destroy the country. 

A re w e  sa y in g  that w hat has 

been  d estroyed  for the past 
10 years b e  built w ith in  18 

m onths, are w c  b e in g  fair” , 
A lhaji G ana asked.

H e  h o w e v e r ,  u r g e d  
N ig eria n s to be patient and  

p e r s e v e r e  a n d  g iv e  th e  
ad m in istra tio n  rea so n a b le  

tim e to re-build  the country.
O n  t W  Vttv t il  

in secu r ity  in  th e  co u n try , 
A lh a j i  G a n a  s a id  
g o v e r n m e n t  s h o u ld

restructure the p o lice .
H e  s ta te d  th a t e v e n  

though h e  d id not subscribe  

to state or reg ional p o lice ,  

th e r e  w a s  th e  n e e d  fo r

fin an cia l in d ep en d en ce  o f  
the force.

A cco rd in g  to h im , i f  the  

p o lice  w a s not g iv en  som e  
financial ind ep en dM A T K  i 

w il l  c o n t in u e  to  w itn e s s  

in e f f ic ie n c y  a n d  la c k  o f  
rapid response dem anded o f  

their ca lling .

H e  a r g u e d  th a t  a 
situation  w h ere the m o n ey  

m eant for the p o lic e  g o e s  
th ro u g h  m a n y  h a n d s w&s 
not the b est say in g  that there 
w a s n o th in g  w ro n g  in  the  

c o m m is s io n e r s  o f  p o l ic e  
and th e  d iv is io n a l  p o l ic e  
o f f ic e r s  r e c e iv in g  th e ir  

fu n d s  d ir e c t ly  fr o m  th e  
federation  account.

Nwuche reassures Nigerians 
on democracy dividendh n  f>rM 1 QnPQi'f'r katiiraanhe D ep u ty  Sp eak er  

o f  th e  H o u s e  o f  
R epresentatives, Mr. 

C h ib u d o m  N w u c h e ,  h a s  
c a lle d  o n  N ig e r ia n s  to  b e  
alert to their responsib ilities  
and to b e  v o c a l in m atters 
concern ing  them .

/  / n a  sta tem en t m ade 
a v a i la b le  y e s t e r d a y  in  
Abuja, N w u ch e  said that the 
H o u s e  w o u ld  p u r s u e  its  
leg is la tiv e  ob liga tion s w ith  

added v ig o u r  to  ensure that

Senators David Mark (left), Idris Abubakar (centre) and Abdullah Wali chatting dur- 
ing the press briefing by the Senate adhoc committee on local government reforms 
held...yesterday. Pix: by Onigbinde Felix

N ig er ia n s  w ere  not sh ort­
changed  in any form.

H e said  that the priority  
o f  th e  H o u s e  t h is  y e a r ,  
w o u ld  b e  to  e n su r e  th a t  
N igerian s b egan  to fee l the 
im pact o f  g o vern an ce  and  
t i e  consolidation o f  the 

gains o f  dem ocracy.
N w u c h e  noted  that the  

d e m o c r a t ic  p r o c e s s  w a s  
ham pered last year b y  the

b etw een  the ex ecu tiv e  and  
the legislature, adding that 
w ith  b etter  un d erstan d in g  
b e t w e e n  b o th  a r m s o f  
g o v e r n m e n t ,  N ig e r ia n s  
w o u ld  b e g in  to  rea p  th e  
div id en d s o f  dem ocracy.

H e > c a lle d  o n  the m ass  
m ed/a to  prom ote iSsues that 
w ou ld  h igh light the nation’s 
p o t e n t ia l s  a n d  “ n o t  to  
s e n s a t io n a lis e  th o s e  that 
te n d  to  d iv id e  u s  a s  a 

nation.”

Don wants mathematics bill
T he President o f

M a t h e m a t i c a l  
Association of Nigeria 

(MAN), Prof. M. S. Audu has 
callcd on the National 
Assem bly to prepare and
approve the mathematics bill.

In a paper he presented at 
the prize-giving ceremony of 
the Sen. Sunday Dung
mathematics Olympiad 2000, 
Audu said such a bill should 
ensure the formulation o f  
policies for the improvement of

mathematics education in the 
country and ensure the 
establishm ent o f indept 
guidelines for the proper 
im plem entation o f such 
policies.

He said the bill should also 
put in place, a perm anent 
monitoring unit for the policies 
and contain provisions that 
would inspire young Nigerians 
to show interest in mathematics 
through sponsorship to 
m athem atics Olympiads

locally, nationally and 
internationally.

He noted that competition 
for students in the various 

^fields o f science was keen, 
adding that m athem atics 
should be able to  provide 
sufficient inducem ent to 
candidates to m aintain its 
vitality.

Audu noted that the failure 
rate in mathematics at primary 
and secondary school levels 
had continued unabated.
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Signature, an expanding galaxy of enchanting signs!
Kl) T/tdft fsyfiisi /  / ' i / i /. . i .Tadaferua Vjorha

A t S ig n a tu r e , A rts  

a n d  In ter io r  D e ­

s i g n ,  c o l o u r s  

s e e m  to  s in g  a n d  e x u lt ,

| a s  t h e y  e x e r t  a  m a g n e t ic  

p u l l  o n  th e  v is i to r .  M r. 

H u s s e i n  A l t a r  i s  t h e  

M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r  o f  

th e  o u t f i t  w h ic h  h a s  its  

h e a d q u a r te r s  a t L a g o s ,  

a n d  th e  e s t a b l is h m e n t  of 
t h e  Abuja O f f ic e  t o o k  

p la c e  t w o  y e a r s  a g o . In  

M r. A k a r ’s w o r d s ,  ‘ it  

| w a s  f e lt  th at th e r e  sh o u ld  

b e  a  c u ltu r a l  a s p e c t  to  

| A b u ja  a s  w e l l  a s  th e  p o ­

lit ic a l, to  ta k e  a  b it  o f f  the  

I people’s m in d s ' .  S ig n a ­

tu r e  i s  a  r a re  a n d  en­
c h a n t in g  n a m e  w h ic h  b e ­

tr a y s  much c r e a t iv e  g e ­

n iu s .  M r. A k a r  d e c la r e s :  

S ig n a tu r e  h a s  b e c o m e  a  

s ig n a tu r e  w h e n  it comes 
to  th e  w o r ld  o f  N ig e r ia n  

I art’. The r a n g e  o f  w o r k s  

p r e s e n t  w h ic h  include
p a in tin g s , w o o d  c a rv in g s ,

b w e ,  U g a n d a ,  S o u th  A f ­

r ic a , a n d  E g y p t .

S ig n a tu re  is  o n e  o f  th e  

m o st  d istin g u ish ed  in terior  

o u t f i t s  in  N i g e r i a  a n d  

A b u ja , a n d  o th e r  s i te s  are  

a ls o  b e in g  n e g o t ia t e d  to  

c a t e r  fo r  t h e  E u r o p e a n  

A r t  c l i e n t e l e .  R e c e n t ly ,

b e c a u s e  o f  it s  v i s io n a r y  
e x p a n s io n  to  in c lu d e  in ­
te r io r  d e s ig n  tt> c a te r  fo r  
th e  A e s t h e t ic s  Q f l iv in g ,  
it  w a s  r e n a m e d  S ig n a tu re  
A r ts  a n d  In ter io r  D e s ig n .

S ig n a tu re  is  w o r th  v is ­
i t in g . T h e  d y n a m ic  array  
o f  c o lo u r s ,  a n d  th e  w o n ­
d e r  o c c a s i o n e d  b y  th e  
u n f o ld in g  w o r k s  o f  art, 
p r o d u ce s  a  lu m in o u s  ra in ­
b o w  th a t b e a m s  to  a ll.

e x h i b i t e d  all over t h e  

w o r ld . ‘T h e y  h a v e  e x h ib

Shadow Framed Bronze Piece
|m e ta l_ s c u lp tu r e s ,  s ta in e d  

g la s s  and shadow framed 
I b r o n z e  p i e c e s ,  c o n f ir m

I this very eloquently.
H e  a d d s  th a t  young 

I a r t is t s  w i t h  t h e  p r o p e r  

I ta le n ts  a re  being encour- 
laged in  t h e  c o u n t r y  

I th r o u g h  th e  v a r io u s  g a l-  

I le r ie s .  H e  o p in e s  th a t the 
I awareness of A fr ic a n  art 

I i s  g r o w in g  w ith  N ig e r i -  

I a n s , a n d  a ls o  in te m a t io n -  
|  aliy.

At Signature, Abuja,
I an  a ir c o n d it io n in g  sy s te m  

I c o o l s  t h e  l o f t y  room 
I w h i l e  s o f t  music echoes, 
land t h e s e  a d d  t o  t h e  

I c h a r m  a n d  s p le n d o u r  of 
I the place. T h e r e  a r e  

I w o r k s  o f  art d o w n s ta ir s ,  

l a n d  a l s o  upstairs, The 
I w a l l s  o f  th e  s ta ir c a s e  are  

I a ls o  l in e d  w ith  p a in tin g s .

I M r. A k a r  s a y s  th a t  th e  

I a r tis ts  h e  p r o m o te s  h a v e

ite d  in  Europe, in  N o r th  

A m e r i c a ,  in  S o u t h  

America and in  J a p a n .’ 

H e  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  he 
travels a lo t ,  a n d  th a t h e  

i s  permanently on th e  

se a r ch  fo r  u p -c o m in g  art­

i s t s .  In  h i s  w o r d s ,  ‘w e  

h a v e  very good connec­
tions w ith  s o m e  o f  th e  to p  

A f r i c a n  a r t i s t s  in  

S e n e g a l ,  Ghana, Z im b a -

Wood
Carvings

W ood
CcjQnnjis

Wood Carvings

P R I M E
V I E W I N G

M.N.E.T
06:00  B B C  W orld S ervice | 
07:00  K -T V  Transm is­
s io n

09:00H om blow er: The  
D u ch ess  A n d  T he D e v il  
11 :00 K ansas C ity  
13:00 T he Oprah  
W infrey S h o w  

14:00 K -T V  Transm is­
s io n

17:00E goli- P lace O f  
Gold

17:30 w here Y a @
18:00 The Pretender  
19:00 B ig  B u sin ess  
2 1 :00 T he Jerry Springer  
S h o w
2 2 :0 0  B cach es  
0 0 :1 0  Truth Or C o n se­
q u e n c e s

02:05  Paradise R oad  
04:10  Jawbreaker

HALL MARK
Entertainm ent N etw ork  
06:15 M olly  
06:45  D anger B a y  
07:45 E versm ile, N e w  
Jersey
09:15  Sarah, P lain A n d  
Tall: W inter's End  

10:50 To D a n ce  W ith  
T he W hite  D o g  

12:30 Foxfire 
14:15 R esting  P lace  
16:00 G rave Secrets 
17:30 T he C anterville  
G host

19:00  T he W ish in g  Tree  
20:45  T he L egen d  O f  
S leep y  H o llo w  

2 2 :15D on Q uixote  
00:35  A  W om an O f  T he  
N orth

0 2 :0 0  W h en  In n o cen ce  
Is L ost

03 :3 0  F igh tin g  For M y  
D au ghter
05:05  T he B o y s  N ex t  
D o o rs

2 1 :00 G reen M ansions  
2 3 :00 L o g a n ’s R un

Stirring Lines!
G.enius

T h e  e a g le  n e v e r  lo s t  so  
m u c h  t im e  a s ,w h e n  h e  
s u b m it t e d  t o  le a r n  o f  I 
th e  c ro w .

- Blake.
W h e n  a  t r u e  g e n iu » - |  

a p p e a r s  in  th e  w o r ld ,  

y o u  m a y  k n o w  h im  b y  I 

t h i s  s i g n ,  t h a t  t h e  

d u n c e s  a r e  a l l  in  a 

c o n f e d e r a c y  a g a i n s t  
him..,

- Swift, thoughts 
on various subjects. I

D o i n g  e a s i l y  w h a t  

o th e r s  f in d  d i f f ic u lt  is  

t a l e n t ; 'd o in g  w h a t  is  

im p o s s ib le  fo r  ta le n t  is  
g e n iu s .

- Amiel, Journal, | 
Dec. 17,1850
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Recent immunization in Nigeria: 
the step forward
From Aminu G. Magashi

The third round o f  the N ational Immu 
nization E xercise w h ich  w as carried 
out from  S a tu rd ay  20th to  M onday  

22nd January 2 0 0 1 , Vrtien com pared w ith  
the first and seco n d  rounds encountered  
poor turn out, lack o f  zeal and com m itm ent 
to the course from  the recipients, especia lly  
in northern N igeria w hich is dom inated by  
M uslim s.

T hese prob lem s, i f  not handled prop­
erly w ill defin itely  affect future im m uniza­
tion  ex erc ises  in the nation w h ich  invqfi- 
ably w ill deter the progress o f  the opera­
tion kick-out po lio  by the year 20 0 2  w orld­
w id e  and other in fectious d iseases. B ased  
o n  the available in form ation  from  m any  
sources, the dec lin e  in coverage could  be 
attributed to a lot o f  strong cam paigns by  
variou s re lig io u s  groups and in d iv id u a ls  
against the im m unization  in totality. The 
agitation is linked to the fact that the VaC- 
eine contains H IV /A ID S Virus and contra­
cep tiv e  agents for fam ily planning being  
used to counteract the rising population o f  
the third w orld and M uslim s in particular,, 
w h ich  w ill pave w ay  for A m crica  and its 
a llie s  to m aintain suprem acy over the en­
tire world

K ano State w as in the center o f  this con­
tro v ersy  and se e m s to be d e fen d in g  the  
course' o f  Northern N igeria and Islam. It is 
not surprising, due to the fact that the state 
is  a cosm o p o lita n ; the m ost p o p u lou s in 
northern Nigeria, p o litica lly  and econ om i­
c a lly  v ia b le; and Is la m  has a lm o st 99%  
fo llo w ersh ip . In an tic ip ation  o f  the poor  
Coverage by the federal govern m en t, the  
M inister o f  State for H ealth. H ajiya Am ina  
Indalolo had to pay a w orking v isit to the 
state to m eet the stakeholders that w ill en­
sure the su cc e ss  o f  the program . A m on g  
her entourage w as the agent o f  the Indone­
sian com pany that produced the polio  vac­
cine, w ho gave the assurance that it is safe  
(tak ing into consid eration  that In don esia  
has the h igh est m uslim  pop ulation  in the 
w orld).

O n S u n d ay  2 l s t  and M o n d a y  2 2 n d , 
January 20 0 1 , the 2 days for the exercise, I 
appointed m yself, an independent observer  
o f  the on -g o in g  exercise; I w ent round to 
tw o im m unisation ecnters in G w ale L ocal 
G overnm ent o f  K ano State. On Sunday i,r 
Dorayi and Ja’in  districts, apart from  poor  
turn out o f  the p eo p le  at the centers, the 
v a cc in e  g iv ers w ere bu sy  f illin g  in  their  
record form s. On M onday, I ch eck ed  the  
local governm ent secretariat and there I w it­
nessed  pandem onium , w hen I asked som e-

o n |  w hat w ent w rong, he m entioned  that 
the people trained to g ive  the vaccine w ere  
rep laced  b y  another group o f  p eo p le  en ­
listed by various councilors and politicians  
for material gains because they believe  they  
have a take in the exercise, so  they had to 
go and call the health m inistry representa­
tives to settle the conflict. It m ay be inter­
esting to know that people w ere interested  
in the program because o f  an allow ance o f  
N 2 ,8 0 0  per person.

I concluded that the poor turn out and 
the politically-m otivated  controversies un­
less tackled in  totality and addressed prop­
erly w ould  affect not only future im m uniza­
tion ex ercises but also  routine im m uniza­
tio n s d on e at h o sp ita ls . A n d  a d d ressin g  
this problem  g o e s  beyond m ere advocacy  
visits by governm ent o ffic ia ls, and the re­
ce iv in g  o f  funds from  International donor  
agencies but rather a coherent and practi­
cal approach w hich I w ill com e to later.

In m ost A frican countries, N igeria  in­
c lu s iv e , it has been  estim ated  that about 
70%  o f  death occur in children under the 
age o f  fiv e  years. It is not surprising, be­
cause in those countries children under f if­
teen years o f  age constitute about 45%  o f  
the population . From  a v a ilab le  sta tistics, 
o f  the 20  m illion  children born each year in 
Africa, 4  m illion  die before their fifth birth­
d a y s . F actors attributed to  the death o f  
these children are poverty, poor so c io -eco ­
no m ic  status, h ou sin g  and poor en v iron ­
m ental sanitation and non-chalant attitudes 
from the part o f  the governm ent.

The realization o f  the threat w h ich  in­
fectious d isea ses p osed  to the survival o f  
children has led to the establishm ent o f  A f­
rican Child Initiative Project. A ccording to 
the 1987 U N IC E F and W H O  estim ates, the 
m ajor cause  o f  m ortality  am ong children  
w ere D iarrhea d isea ses, acute respiratory  
in fections, M alaria, M alnutrition, M easles  
to m ention a tew. Em phasis therefore was 
sh ifted  from  curative m cd icine to preven­
t iv e  m e d ic in e .  S u ch  in te r v e n t io n  w a s  
sum m ed up in the U N ICEFF-O O BIFF pro­
gram. In the GOBIFF, the alphabet ‘I’ stands 
for im m unization, so  im m unization is g iven  
special priority to reduce the m orbidity and 
m ortality am ong un im m unised and im m u­
nized children.

The im m unization  program  w as intro­
duced in N igeria  as Expanded Program on  

’ Im m unization (EPI) and later changed to N a­
tional Program m e on Im m unization (NPI). 
Vaccination is carried out at health centers 
routinely and im m unization exercises are in­
troduced to reach out to those children w ho  
m iss their opportunities at the right tim e. 
This is a w e lco m e innovation and initiative

“Many people (some intellectuals inclusive) are with the opinion that 
international donor agencies cannot contribute to health sector devel­
opment in Nigeria unless there is motive and such m otive m ust always 
be deviysh. Well I regard this as myopic without facts, I strongly advise 
the four stakeholders in the im m unization programme i.e World Health 
Organization, United Nations Children Fund, U nited State Agency for 
International Development and Rotary International not to be reluc­
tant but rather to sit down with the federal government to reassess the 
needs of Nigerian children based on priority so that the eradication of 
those killer disease would be incorporated into kick-out polio mission.”

Dr. Tim Menakaya

that enables w ider coverage.
Im m unization is a m eans o f  conferring  

im m unity to children against d iseases such  
as m easles, ‘po lio , m aleria and diarrhea by 
injecting or taking orally attenuated or dead 
m icroorgan ism s, w h ich  activate the body  
to produce antibodies against sp ec ific  d is­
e a se s .

It is estim ated that im m unizabic d iseases  
a cco u n t for o y er  3 .4  m illio n  c h ild h o o d  
d e a th s  a n n u a lly  and  as su ch , th e y  are  
ta g g e d  k ille r  d is e a se s , a m o n g  them  are 
m e a s le s , tu b e r c u lo s is , w h o o p in g  co u g h  
(pertusis), diphtheria, tetanus and po liom y­
e litis . R ecen tly  cereb rosp inal m en in g itis , 
hepatitis and y e llo w  fever w ere added.

P oliom yelitis  is s in g le  out to be eradi­
cated by the year 20 0 2  and am ong the killer 
diseases, it is  am ong the. few  with very low  
m ortality rate, so the fundam ental question  
that ra ised  the con tro v ersy  Was w h y  are 
w e  interested  in  erad ication  o f  a d isea se  
w hich  has less mortality rate? D efin ite ly  in 
an environm ent with people that know and 
understand children’s problem , be lieve  that 
in N igeria, our children are at great risks o f  
m alnourishm ent, death by malaria, diarrhea 
d ise a se s  and acu te  resp ira tory  d is e a se s  
m ore than anyth ing e lse . So w hat p eop le  
are sa y in g  is  that w h y  not the resources  
and fu n d in g  b e  c h a n n e le d  to w a rd s the  
eradication o f  serious d iseases first before  
tackilng problem s w ith  less prevalence and 
in c id en ce?

Recommendations
M any people  (som e intellectuals inclu­

sive) are w ith the opinion that international 
donor agencies cannot contribute to health  
sector developm ent in N igeria un less there 
is m otive and such m otive m ust alw ays be 
devilish . W ell I regard this as m yopic w ith­
out facts, I strongly advise the four stake­
holders in the im m unization program m e i.e

World Health Organization, U nited N ations 
Children Fund, U n ited  State A g en cy  for In­
ternational D evelopm ent and Rotary Inter­
national not to be reluctant but rather to sit 
dow n with the federal governm ent to reas­
sess  the needs o f  N igerian  children based  
on priority so  that the eradication o f  those  
killer  d isea se  w ou ld  be incorporated into  
kick-out p o lio  m ission.

The federal governm ent should encour­
a g e  lo c a l  p r o d u c t io n  o f  v a c c in e s  and  
should be fu lly  involved  in the m onitoring  
o f  v a c c in e  produ ction , pa ck a g in g , trans­
portation and distribution as w e ll as estab­
lish  v a c c in e  research  cen ters a cro ss  the  
nation to be m anaged by ind igenou s pro­
f e s s io n a ls  w h o  h a v e  the c o m m u n ity  at 
heart. T he cen ters sh a ll be charged  w ith  
the responsibility o f  analyzing any vaccine  
that com es to the country to declare it safe  
for its populace. A lso  advocacy v isits, dia­
lo g u e  and'tlem onstratioH  o f  transparency  
and: horfesty "should be put m  place by both  
the governm ent and donor agencies to pre­
vent future occurrence. *

W e appreciate the concern on  the part 
o f  the religious groups to protect our chil­
dren. W e ad v ise  them  to  a lw a y s an a lyze  
issu es  w ith  open  m ind, not to  be a lw ays  
xenophobic. On the part o f  the com m unity' 
the p eo p le  are urged to be m ore resp on ­
sible, not to a llow  politics to alw ays in f lu ­
ence  health issu es and they  should be in­
v o lv ed  to ensure the su ccess o f  the exer­
c is e s .

The local N G O s and C B O s should en­
gage  into com m unity m obilization , health  
education and enligh tenm ent cam paign to 
ensure a change o f  attitude and practice o f  
the com m on man towards Health matters.

In conclusion* w e  should all bear in m ind  
that i f  these vaccines are safe  and benefi­
cial and w e  are stopping our children from  
b e in g  v a c c in a te d  b e c a u se  o f  su sp ic io n ,  
sp ec u la tio n  and fa ilu re  to  carry o u t re­
search. Then w e shall bear in m ind that our 
children in  years to com e w ill never forgive  
us.
A m in u  G . M a g a sh i  
M B B S  V I
magashicph@yahoo.co.uk

mailto:magashicph@yahoo.co.uk
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BOOKS: The Shagari Autobiography part VI

The boy becomes a man!
Yesterday we saw Alhaji Shagari as a young pupil teacher. Today time expands, and our subject is seen teaching in various 

places such as Sokoto and Argungu. He mixes with the Royals and pupils with .increasing grace. He gets married and raises
a family, and wears his first turban!Ex cep t for the drastic ch an ge in  the  

te a ch in g  sta ff , the sc h o o l d id  n o t  
appear to  have  changed  m uch sin ce  
m y departure in 1940. There w a s still no  

running w ater and n o  e le c tr ic ity  supply, 
although door and w in d ow  shutters had now  
b een  fitted  to  the Yound-hut h o ste ls . T he  
nam es o f  the four h o ste ls  had b een  changed  
from  South, North, W est and E ast to W aziri, 
M a g a jin  G ari, M a g a jin  R a fi and  Sarkin  
Z am fara h o u ses respectively .

I w as so o n  m ade the H o u se  M aster o f  
S a r k in  Z a m fa r a  H o u s e  f o l lo w in g  th e  
departure o f  its M aster, M a lla m  U m aru  
G w andu; and I a lso  m o v ed  into h is sta ff  
quarters. T h e  o th er  h o u se  m asters w ere  
M allam  A h m adu W um o for W aziri H ou se , 
M a lla m  S a  ‘id u  J eg a  fo r  M a g a jin  G ari 
H o u se  and M allam  M uham m adu Z ako for 
M agajin  R a fi H ou se . In m y  ab sen ce , the  
sc h o o l i t s e l f  had  acqu ired  an ad d ition a l 
c la s s  k n o w n  as F eed er  c la s s . It w a s  an  
elem entary IV  c la ss  o f  se lec ted  pupils from  
elem entary sch o o ls  w ith in  Sok oto  P rovince  
d esig n ed  to “ feed ” the R em o v e  c la ss in  the  
M iddle S ch oo l. T he teacher in charge o f  the 
class was Mallam Isa S ok o to , a Grade III 
t e a c h e r  w h o  w a s  a ls o  a s s ig n e d  th e  
additional su pervision  o f  g a m es, farm ing  
and gardening.

In addition to m y  sc ien ce  teach ing, I w as  
a ls o  a s s ig n e d  to  te a c h  g e o g r a p h y  and  
h is t o r y  .1 s ta r te d  w ith  t r e m e n d o u s  
enthusiasm  but found to m y d ism ay that the 
atm osphere w a s not as encouragin g  as the  
on e in Zaria. There w a s open  h o stility  to  
M uham m adu B id a , the n e w  headm aster, 
from  both teachers and students, so m e o f  
w h o  regarded him  as an a lien  -b e in g  from  
B ida. A lth o u g h  I m y s e lf  w a s a “son  o f  the 
s o i l” , m y  v ie w s  and approach  on  m a n y  
issu es w ere  regarded as unsym pathetic and  
to o  ra d ica l. T h e  h ea d m a ster , h o w e v e r ,  
rapidly conta ined  the situation and w o n  the  
co n fid en ce  and co-operation  o f  all, thanks 
to  h is  w ise  and tactfu l approach.

B ut th in gs w ere  not ea sy  o n  m y part 
la r g e ly ,  I s u s p e c t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  m y  
y outh fu lncss and a variety o f  problem s. M y  
salary was cut by 25% because S o k o to , 
u n lik e  Z a r ia  w h e r e  I w a s ,  h a d  b e e n  
c la ss if ie d  for the purposes o f  C O L A  as a 
rural area w h o se  w orkers were entitled  to 
25%  rather than 50%  increase. B y  this tim e, 
to o , m y  fo lk s  in  Shagari had practica lly  
im posed  a w ife  on m e. T his is  h o w  it cam e  
about. M y  u n clc  M agaji B asharu, w h o  had  
su rv ived  h is youn ger  brother M agaji A liy u  
(m y  father) and h is  o w n  son  B ak osh i, w as  
lo o k in g  after B a k o sh i’s daughter N asara  
w h o  had a lso  lo st her m other. B e in g  the 
e ld est , M a g a ji B ash aru  had  the r igh t to  
arrange any m arriage in v o lv in g  the fam ily.

O n e  d a y  w h ile  1 w a s  s t i l l  a w a y  at 
K aduna C o lleg e , he  sim p ly  d ec id ed  he had  
g iv en  h is granddaughter to m e in  m arriage. 
B oth  m y m other and e ld er brother B e llo  
supported him . W hen I tried eva d in g  the  
issu e  b y  refu sin g  to v is it  Shagari o n  m y  
retu rn  to  S o k o t o  fr o m  Z a r ia , th e y  
un ilatera lly  p ro ceed ed  w ith  the w ed d in g  
cerem on ies!

S o o n  a f te r ,  in  J u n e  1 9 4 5 ,  th e y  
d e s p a t c h e d  th e  h a p le s s  b r id e  in  th e  
com p an y  o f  so m e escorts to m e in Sokoto . 
T h ey  a ll g o t a c o ld  recep tion  but w ere  still 
unm oved . A n yh ow , shortly after the escorts  
r etu rn ed  to  S h a g a r i th e  b r id e  q u ie t ly  
tolkftvcd suit. It w a s  a  great r e l ie f  a lbeit a 
b r ief one. H er grandfather im m ed iately  sent 
her back w ith  m ore escorts. T h is ex ercise  
w a s  r e p e a te d  th r e e  t im e s  a n d  fu r th er  
attem pts w ere  on ly  averted after the o ld  m an  
died . T he unhappy m arriage en d ed  so o n  
after. In M ay 1 9 4 6 ,1 m arried a Shagari girl 
o f  m y  c h o ice  ca lled  A m ina , w ith  w h o m  I 
w a s a lso  related and liv ed  happily  together  
until her d em ise  in February 1976.

To m ake ends m eet, 1 d ec id ed  to  teach

The book
H ausa to  B ritish  co lo n ia l o ffic ia ls  in  m y  
spare tim e. I w a s paid  tw o  sh illin gs per hour  
out o f  w h ic h  I u su a lly  hired a b ic y c le  for  
s ix  p en ce  per hour to  enable  m e to ge t to 
the p o sh  G o v ern m en t R eserv a tio n  A rea  
(G R A ) w h ere they  lived . Later, I a lso  ran a 
H ausa c la ss  at the sc h o o l for  f iv e  to s ix  
E uropeans at a tim e. Each paid  on e  sh illin g  
per le sso n  lasting  an hour. I a lso  earned a 
little extra from  draw ing b u ild in g  p lans for  
lo c a ls  w h o  co u ld  not a fford  the fe e s  o f  
profession a l draughtsm en. I had d ev e lo p ed  
the sk ill w h ile  in  Zaria w here the loca l tow n

planning authority found m y  bu ild ing p lans 
q u ite  a ccep tab le . T he  sk ill a lso  ca m e in  
h an d y  w h en  the S o k o to  M id d le  S c h o o l  
co u ld  not afford a lo n g  w a it for the P ublic  
W o r k s  D e p a r tm e n t  to  d e s ig n  s o m e  
tem porary bu ild in gs it required. S o m e o f  
the bu ild ings I d esigned  included a m osque, 
a granary, d in in g  room s and tw o  additional 
h o s te l  b lo c k s  w h ic h  w e r e  r e s p e c t iv e ly  
nam ed M adaw aki and Turaki H ou se . T he  
granary, d esig n ed  in  1949 , rem ains until 
today am ong the bu ild in gs in the school!

I f  part-tim e jo b s  a llev iated  m y financial

“We left the palace to Sardauna Ahmadu Rabah ’ s 
residence where the Sardauna reiterated the advice o f  
the avuncular Sultan. Actually, the Sardauna went a step 
further. He dispatched one o f his attendants to a tailor to 
have the Sardauna’s own turban (rawani) cut into two, 
one o f which he turbanned me with. I  fe lt rather old- 
fashioned and embarrassed by this first experience o f  
wearing a turban, but also greatly honoured by the 
sesture. ”______________________________________

problem s, friendsh ips from  a com m u nity  
that w a s d eep ly  conservative , dogm atic and 
su sp ic io u s o f  w estern -ed ucated  ind igenes  
d id  n o t  c o m e  e a s i ly .  T h e  b u lk  o f  the  
co m m u n ity  w a s sim p ly  not in terested  in  
u n d ersta n d in g , le t  a lo n e  a c c e p tin g , the  
fo r c e s  o f  c h a n g e  th a t w e r e  s w e e p in g  
through the country .In the ab sen ce  o f  an  
in te r fa c e  fo r  c o n s tr u c t iv e  e n g a g e m e n t  
b etw een  traditionalists and m odern ists, I 
d ir e c te d  m o s t  o f  m y  e n e r g y  to  e x tr a ­
curricula work.

In the relative com fort o f  the sc h o o l’s 
R e a d in g  R o o m  ( l ib r a r y ) ,  I s ta r te d  a 
v o lu n ta r y  e v e n in g  c la s s  o n  g e n e r a l  
k n o w le d g e , w h ic h  e n a b le d  s tu d e n ts  to  
free ly  en g a g e  each  other over  a variety  o f  
is s u e s .  W ith in  a sh o rt t im e , th e  fo ru m  
b e c a m e  t r e m e n d o u s ly  p o p u la r . S o  
im pressed w as I by the students, enthusiasm  
that I a lso  agreed to ind ividual d iscu ssio n s  
w h e n e v e r  I w a s  fr e e  o f  a n y  s c h o o l  
c o m m itm e n ts . N a tu ra lly , I d e v e lo p e d  a 
rapport w ith  the students to the point w here  
th ey  so m etim es fe lt free  to  interrupt m y  
s ie s ta  in  order to  d is c u s s  o n e  is su e  or  
another.

I d isc o v e re d  in the co u rse  o f  th ese  
interactions that the students enjoyed  H ausa  
poetry .S o  1 fo llo w ed  in the foo tstep s o f  m y  
form er teacher, the late A dam u K oko, by  
co m p o sin g  picturesque so n g s to  s im p lify  
difficu lt issu es. T his further popularised  the 
l e s s o n s ,  n o t  to  m e n t io n  th e  p o e m s  
th e m s e lv e s .  In c id e n ta lly , m a n y  o f  m y  
form er students (so m e  o f  w h o m  b ecam e  
a cad em ics, top c iv il servants, ju d g es  and 
p rofessionals) still deligh t m e by b e ing  able  
to recite the poem s w ith  ease and relish. One  
su ch  p o e m , “ Wakar Nijeriya" (S o n g  o f  
N ig e r ia ) , has s in c e  b een  translated  in to  
E n g lish  and p u b lish e d ; and it is  b e in g  
w id e ly  u sed  in  s c h o o ls  in  th e  stu d y  o f  
N ig e r ia ’s history and geography. It has a lso  
b een  w a x ed  into a record!

Perhaps as a result o f  m y interactions 
w ith  the stu d en ts, s c ie n c e  su b jects  a lso  
b ecam e very  popular. T hey  w ere p leasantly  
cu riou s about laboratory exp erim en ts in 
ph y sics , b io lo g y  and chem istry; and about 
“N ature Study , w h ich  I o ften  condu cted  
o u ts id e  th e  c la s sr o o m . T h eir  p articu lar  
k een n ess o n  sc ien ce  practicals led  m e  to 
o rd er  a su b s ta n tia l a m o u n t o f  s c ie n c e  
e q u ip m e n t  fo r  th e  s c h o o l .  A la s ,  th e  
equip m ent w a s rendered u se le ss  o n  arrival 
from  abroad fo llo w in g  a sh ock in g  d irective  
from  the D irector o f  E ducation  in K aduna. 
For so m e m ysteriou s reasons, the co lo n ia l 
education authorities decided  to discontinue  
fo r th w ith  the tea ch in g  o f  sc ie n c e  in  a ll 
northern m iddle schools. T he officia l reason  
w a s that the standard o f  E n g lish  had fa llen  
so  lo w  that students co u ld  not b e  exp ected  
to understand the sc ien ces  properly sin ce  
the subjects could  be.taught only,in  EnglishJ,

T he explanation  w a s p la in ly  spurious  
sin ce  other subjects w ere b e in g  taught in  
E n g lish . It w a s  a sad  and d em o ra liz in g  
d e c is io n . It w a s particu lar ly  ou tra g eo u s  
w h e n  a M r T h o m a s , th e  P r o v in c ia l  
E ducation O fficer, havin g  earlier brought 
the G overnm ent Pharm acist to rem ove any  
o f  our laboratory equipm ent and ch em ica ls  
w h ich  the G eneral H osp ita l m igh t need , 
in stru cted  m e  to  d estro y  the rem a in in g  
equ ip m ent and bury all the fragm ents. I 
sim ply  d efied  the order and ev en  threatened  
to resign  in protest. In the even t, it w a s the  
in t e r v e n t io n  o f  m y- h e a d m a s te r  a n d  
Sardauna Ajjm adu Rabah, the C ou ncillor  
fo r  E d u c a t io n ,  w h ic h  a v e r te d  m y  
resignation . B ut m y  sc ien ce  teach in g  career  
cam e to an abrupt end. I w a s henceforth  to 
te a c h  m a in ly  E n g l is h , g e o g r a p h y  and  
history.

Rural S c ien ce  w a s later introduced. I 
w a s  s e n t  to  th e  G u sa u  A g r ic u ltu r a l  
R esearch  Centre on  a short course under a 
M r V ig o , a
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C aribbean  exp atr ia te  and the o n ly  b la ck  
agricultural o fficer  in the Nortl^at the tim e. I 
returned to esta b lish  a pou ltry  farm  and a  
v eg eta b le  garden in  the sch o o l. B ut all this 
d id  n ot q u ite  a p p ea l to  m e. S o , I b egan  
search in g  for  an alternative jo b . M y  first 
s e r io u s  e f f o r t  w a s  in  Z a r ia  w h e n  
M uham m adu Jega and I, w ere on a refresher  
co u rse  in  h isto ry  and geography. I ren ew ed  
m y  acquaintance w ith  friends at the G askiya  
C orporation  and so lic ite d  their assistance  
o y er  a jo b  o n  the n ew s desk  o f  G ask iya  Ta 
Fi K w abo (“Truth is worth m ore than a pretty 
p e n n y ”), the corp oration ’s w e e k ly  H ausa  
p u b lica tion . I w a s in terv iew ed  and offered  
th e  a p p o in tm en t but m y  e m p lo y e r s , the  
S o k o to  N A , refu sed  to  re lea se  m e. I then  
app lied  to  serve  in  the R o y a l S o c ie ty  for the  
B lin d , o f  w h ic h  I w a s  its  honorary secretary  
in  Sok oto , as w e ll as o f  the local B o y s ’ Scout 
m o v em en t. A g a in , after b e in g  in terv iew ed  
and o ffered  an appointm ent, m y  em p loyers  
[refused to  re lea se  m e.

S o , I d e c id ed  to  ch a n g e  d irection „b y  
a p p ly in g  for  a scholarsh ip  to  stu dy  S oc ia l  
W e lfa r e  a b r o a d . A n  i n t e r v ie w  w a s  
sch ed u led  in L a g o s, en ab lin g  m e  to  m ake  
m y  first v is it  there in  1949 . I travelled  b y  
[train from  G u sau  to  L a g o s  for three days, 
and stayed  at A g e g e  w ith  A lh aji B uhari, a 
[businessm an, later th e  G alad im an Gari o f  
Sok o to . A m o n g  other in terv iew ees I m et 
|were m y  friend and classm ate Abdurrahm an  
K atsin a , and  o n e  H a ssa n  R afin d ad i a lso  
from  K atsina. A t m y  in terview , I w a s  asked  
i f  I w o u ld  b e  p r e p a r ed  to  c h a n g e  m y  
proposed  su b ject o f  study to  education . I 
d e c lin e d  m a in ly  o n  the g ro u n d  that m y  
sc ie n c e  te a ch in g  career had earlier  b een  
abruptly ended  after o n ly  three years. I w a s  
refu sed  the scholarsh ip .

M y  tw o friends from  K atsina agreed  to 
Study e d u c a t io n  an d  w e r e  a c c o r d in g ly  
aw arded scholarsh ip s. I returned to S o k o to  
|to con tm u c w ith  teach in g  and to m ake the  
b est o f t h e  situation . Indeed , I b eca m e for a 
[while qu ite en th u siastic  about the subjects  
I w a s  t e a c h in g ,  n o t a b ly  h i s t o r y  a n d  
geography, in  1950 , for ex am p le, M am m an  
Jega and I took  a c la ss  on  a geograp h ica l 
tour o f  B id a  and Ilorin , It w a s  a fasc inating  
and en ligh ten in g  tour that w e  all thorough ly  
en joyed .

N o  soon er , h o w ev e r , I m ad e another  
attem pt at q u ittin g  teach in g . T h is w a s in 
e a r ly  1951 w h e n  th e  R a d io  R c d ifu s io n  
S e r v ic e  o f  th e  N ig e r ia n  B r o a d c a s t in g  
S erv ice  (N B S )  w a s ex ten d ed  to S ok oto . I 
w a s k een  to  jo in  the N B S  as a new scaster. 
B ut c o n sc io u s  o f  m y e m p lo y er ’s reluctance  
to  re lea se  m e, I first co n su lted  Sardauna  
A h m a d u  R a b a h , th e  C o u n c i l l o r  fo r  
E du cation , and so lic ited  h is a ss is ta n ce  in 
the ev en t o f  m y  g ettin g  the N B S  jo b . A s  I 
w a s  g o in g  o n  v a c a t io n  to  S h a g a r i, h e  
p ro m ised  to  let m e k n o w  w h at the o ffic ia l 
attitude m ig h t b e  b y  the tim e  I return. The  
va ca tio n  w a s still on  w h en  I g o t a m essa g e  
|to see  him .

I rushed back  to  S ok o to , th ink ing  that 
m y  req uest had  at last b een  granted. On  
m eetin g  the Sardauna, I w a s  surprised  to  
hear that I w a s b e in g  posted  to  A rgun gu  as 
the headm aster o f  the n e w  S en io r  Prim ary  
S ch o o l there. W h en  I rem ind ed  h im  o f  our  
[d iscussion  about the N B S  jo b , h e  sim p ly  
a sk ed  m e to  fo rg et it and to  p ro ceed  to  
A rgungu. It w a s  an order, he  sa id , and that 
h e  h im s e lf  w a s  p erso n a lly  co m m itted  to  
s e n d in g  m e  to  A r g u n g u . H e  had  b e e n  
[c o n su lte d  a b o u t  th e  p o s t in g  a n d  h a d  
a ffirm e d  o n  m y  b e h a lf  that I w o u ld  b e  
d elig h ted  b y  th e  appointm ent. A s  w ith  m y  
first m arriage, and true to an a g e -o ld  F ulani 
c u sto m , m y  p erso n a l w is h e s  w e re  o n c e  
again to take seco n d  p lace to that o f  an elder.
I w a s , therefore, not surprised w h en , prior  
to  m y  b e in g  m a d e  th e  P a r lia m e n ta r y  
Secretary to N ig e r ia ’s first P rim e M inister,
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A lh aji A bubakar T afaw a B a lew a , in 1958, 
the Sardauna acted  in the sam e fash ion .

T he sc h o o l w h ich  I w a s to head  w a s the  
product o f  post-W orld  W ar II educational 
reforms in Northern N igeria. A m on g  the aim s 
o fth e  reform s w a s the phasing  out o f  m iddle  
sc h o o ls  and their rep lacem en t w ith  regular  
s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s .  T h e  e le m e n t a r y  
sc h o o ls , w h ic h  p rev io u sly  ran a  four- year  
co a rse , w ere  a lso  to  be upgraded  to sev en -  
year prim ary sch o o ls . T he first step in these  
educational reform s, w h ich  took  sev en  years 
to com plete , w a s  the estab lishm ent o f  senior  
prim ary sc h o o ls . T h ey  w ere  to  be fed  b y  
the e lem en tary  sc h o o ls , h en ce  th ey  w o u ld  
h a v e  c la s s e s  V, V I and  V II. T h e  se n io r  
prim ary sc h o o ls  w ere  in turn su p p o sed  to 
fe ed  the n e w  secon d ary  sch o o ls .

T h e  first o f  th e se  n e w  sen io r  prim ary  
sc h o o ls  in  S o k o to  P rov in ce  w ere  the o n es  
in  B im in  K eb b i, K otork osh i and A rgungu. 
T h ey  w ere  o r ig in a lly  to b e  head ed  b y  Saidu 
J e g a , D a n ju m a  J e g a  an d  M u h a m m a d u  
K am ba resp ectiv ely . A  prob lem , h ow ever, 
arose in  the ca se  o f  A rgu n gu  w h en  its N A  
rea lized  that M uham m adu K am ba, w o u ld  
n o t  b e  a c c e p t a b le  to  th e  E d u c a t io n  
D epartm ent as headm aster  b eca u se  h e  had  
fa i le d  h is  G rad e II te a c h e r s ’ c er t if ic a te  
exam ination . H en ce , th ey  arranged w ith  the  
S ok oto  N A  to  loan them  a q u alified  Grade II 
teach er w h o se  tea ch in g  s lo t  co u ld  then be  
f i l le d  b y  M uham m ad u  Kambar w h ile  h e  
com p letes h is training. That w a s h o w  I cam e  
to  be p o sted  to  A rgu n gu  S en io r  Prim ary  
S chool w here I assum ed duty in M arch 1951 
-exactly  s ix  years after I had started teaching  
at S o k o to  M id d le  S ch o o l.

W hile  all the a b ove  educational reform s 
w ere  on, a large num ber o f  B ritish  nationals  
w ere b e ing  recruited into the northern public  
serv ice . M any w ere  d em o b ilised  so ld iers. 
A  num ber w ere  p o sted  to S o k o to  M id d le  
S c h o o l  a s  t e a c h e r s  r a th e r  th a n  as  
su p e rv iso r s  as w a s  p r e v io u s ly  the c a se . 
S o m e w ere  v ery  g o o d  teach ers and h elp ed  
to raise the academ ic standard o f  the sch oo l, 
lead in g  to  its b e in g  up -grad ed  to  a fu lly -  
fled g ed  secon d ary  sch o o l in  1956 , and then  
to a c o lle g e .

A ttem pts w ere a lso  m ade to bring in girls 
in to  the m id d le  sch o o ls . P ressure to exten d  
w estern  education  to girls had b een  build ing  
up sin ce  the early  1930s. Su ltan H assan  and 
E m ir U sm a n  o f  G w and u  (1 9 1 8 -3 8 )  ev en  
prov ided  b u ild in g s and p le d g e d  to pay  for  
B ritish  or southern fem a le  teach ers in their  
qu est for g ir ls sch o o ls . A  fe w  su ch  sc h o o ls  
w ere  fo u n d ed  first at S o k o to  and B irn in  
K ebbi (the G w andu capital) in  1934. Sokoto  
M iddle S ch o o l a lso  adm itted a fe w  girls into  
its “R e m o v e  c la s s” in  1948 , but th ey  w ere  
boarded at G ir ls’ C o lleg e , S ok o to . S o m e  
B ritish  fem a le  teachers a lso  jo in e d  the staff. 
U nfortunately , th is in itia l experim en t in c o ­
ed u cation  d id  n ot qu ite su cc e ed  and w a s  
abandoned  in 1950 .

T he s ix  years I sp en t as a teacher at m y  
A lm a  M ater w ere  trying but rew arding. It 
w a s m y  first ex p osu re  to  the harsh realities  
o f  life  as a y o u n g  m an w ith  h e a v y  o ffic ia l

and fa m ily  burdens. A t o n ly  tw e n ty -fiv e , I 
already had responsib ility  for tw o  w iv e s  and  
tw o  ch ild ren  in  add ition  to a 10-year o ld  h 
neph ew , A ttahiru. A t tw en ty -s ix , I w a s  to 
b e  headm aster in a p la ce  ( A rgun gu  ) that 
w a s a b so lu te ly  n ew  to m e  and o n  a m eagre  
salary o f  £  10.0.0 per m onth. W hile at Sokoto,
I had a lso  to  c o p e  w ith  the vagaries o f  a 
te a c h in g  ca reer  as w e l l  as adapt to  the  
contradictory fo rces o f  trad itionalism  and  
m o d e r n ity  in  a c o lo n ia l  s e t t in g .  T h e  
u n w a r r a n te d  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  s c i e n c e  
teach ing in  Northern R eg ion  m iddle sch o o ls  
w a s a sev ere  b lo w  to  th o se  o f  us w h o  sa w  
the sc ien ce s  as crucial to  the rapid advan ce  
o f  our so c iety . I f  that dream  w a s shattered, 
g o in g  to  A rgun gu  prov id ed  y e t another but 
different opportunity in that tortuous march.

B e fo r e  m y  departure fo r  A rg u n g u  in  
M arch 1951 , Sardauna A h m adu Rabah, the  
Education councillor, presented m e form ally  
to the Sultan, of S o k o to , Sir S\dd\c\ AbwbaVas 
III, as the headm aster-designate o f  A rgungu  
S en ior  Prim ary S ch o o l. S ir S id d iq  ad v ised  
m e stern ly  that it w a s  a p o s it io n  o f  trust, 
r e q u ir in g  g r e a t  s e n s e  o f  h o n o u r  a n d  
leadersh ip . I w a s a lso  ex p ected  to  project 
the g o o d  im a g e  o f  S o k o to  and  o f th e  F ulani 
in  p a r t ic u la r .  M y  y o u t h f u l n e s s , ,  h e  
c a u t io n e d ,  s h o u ld  s e r v e  a s a p o s i t iv e  
in flu en ce  o n  the y o u th s under m y  charge  
rather than a charter for  irresponsib ility .

W e le ft the p a la ce  to  Sardauna A h m adu  
R a b a h ’ s r e s id e n c e  w h er e  the Sardauna  
reiterated the advice  o f  the avuncular Sultan. 
A ctu a lly , the Sardauna w en t a step  further. 
H e d isp atch ed  o n e  o f  h is  attendants to  a 
tailor to  ha v e  the Sardauna’s o w n  turban  
{rawani) cu t in to  tw o , o n e  o f  w h ic h  he  
tu r b a n n e d  m e  w ith . I f e l t  r a th er  o ld -  
fa sh io n e d  and  em b a rra ssed  b y  th is  first 
e x p er ien ce  o f  w ea rin g  a turban, but a lso  
g r ea tly  h o n o u r ed  b y  th e  g e stu r e . I w a s  
a lm ost im p ercep tib ly  b e in g  in itiated  in to  a 
sy stem  I had c o n sc io u s ly  b een  seek in g  to 
reform . T he overa ll im port o f  the gesture  
w a s, h o w ev er , not lo st  u p on  m e. I le ft for  
A rgu n gu  determ ined  to  m ake a su cc e ss  o f  
m y  assign m en t regardless o f  any d ifficu lties  
that m a y  c o m e  m y  w ay.

A rm ed  w ith  that determ ination, m y  less  
than favourable p recon ceptions o f  A rgungu  
-n o tio n s w h ich  derived  from  the h an gover  
o f  the h istorica l r iva lr ies b e tw een  Sq koto  
and A rgu n gu  -d isso lv e d  in to  so m eth in g  o f  
an irrelevance. W hat w a s  n o w  at stake w a s  
a test n ot o n ly  o f  m y  m oral but p o litica l and  
in te llectu a l ca libre. B e s id e s , it w o u ld  be  
d o u b ly  d isap p o in tin g  i f  I w ere  to fa il as the  
A rgungu N A  w a s qu ite enthusiastic  to  h ave  
m e. In fact, it w a s  k ind  enou gh  to prov id e  
the lorry that c o n v c y ed  m y  fa m ily  and m e  
from  S o k o to  to  A rgungu.

T h e  s c h o o l w a s  s itu a ted  o u ts id e  the  
to w n  and the b u ild in g s  lo o k ed  drab and  
d e s o la t e .  T h e r e  w e r e  th r e e  b lo c k s  o f  
c la ssro o m s, a sm all o ff ic e , and a store. T he  
sch o o l h o ste l w a s  a ro w  o f  round huts w ith  
thatched roofs, sim ilar to  the o n es in  S ok oto  
M id dle  S ch oo l. T he h eadm aster’s resid en ce  
w as a d ilapidated cluster o f  three round huts

“Attempts were also made to bring in girls into the 
middle schools. Pressure to extend western 
education to girls had been building up since the 
early 1930s. Sultan Hassan and Emir Usman o f  
Gwandu (1918-38) even provided buildings and 
pledged to pay fo r British or southern female 
teachers in their quest for girls schools. A few such 
schools were founded first at Sokoto and Birnin 
Kebbi (the Gwandu capital) in 1934.”

and a zau re. T h ere  w e r e  fou r  te a c h e r s ’ 
quarters c lo se  to the h ostel. Their occupants  
w ere  M uham m adu M era (later the E m ir o f  
A rgun gu, 1 9 5 9 -1 9 9 7 ), G arba K a n giw a , Isa  
K a n g iw a  and M uham m adu Y aldu. M allam  
B alarabe, the A rabic teacher, liv e d  out o f  
the sc h o o l prem ises. T he s ta ff  and pu p ils  
w e lc o m e d  m e  w arm ly, w h ich  m ade for an  
ex ce llen t start. The E m ir o f  A rgungu, A lhaji 
S a m a ’ila  ( 1 9 4 2 -  5 3  ) ,  w a s  e s p e c ia l ly  
w elco m in g  and identified  fu lly  w ith  m y  task  
o f  r ev ita liz in g  the sch o o l. I had the w arm  
su p p o rt, to o , o f  Muza (C r o w n  P r in c e )  
M u h a m m a d u  S h e h e , th e  A r g u n g u  N A  
S c h o o ls  M anager. H e  b eca m e em ir in 1953  
but w a s d ep o sed  in  1959.

O n  s e t t l in g  d o w n ,  I im m e d ia t e ly  
rev iew ed  all aspects o f  sch o o l activ ities w ith  
a v ie w  to  im p rov in g  them . W e first set out 
to m ake p h ysica l im provem ents b y  p lanting  
trees and flo w ers and b y  b u ild in g  roads and  
ta ftes w V n m  th e  s c h o o \ p rem ises . A  n ew  
sp orts f ie ld  w a s  co n stru c ted  and  g a m e s  
su ch  as h o ck ey , ten n iq u o it and rounders  
w ere introduced. W ith the acquisition  o f  new  
sports eq u ip m en t, p h y sica l tra in in g  (P T )  
se ss io n s  b eca m e m ore ex c it in g , e sp e c ia lly  
after the in troduction  o f  ed u ca tiv e  so n g s .  
A s in  S o k o to , m y  sch ed u le  w a s  h ec tic .

T he headm aster norm ally  perform ed the 
functions o f  the sch o o l clerk , accou nts clerk  
and storek eep er . B e s id e s  a d m in is tra tiv e  
d u tie s , I taugh t E n g lish , g e o g ra p h y  and  
h isto r y . A n  e v e n in g  d is c u s s io n  fo ru m , 
sim ilar  to  the o n e  I con d u cted  in  S ok oto , 
b eca m e an add itional and a ctiv e  feature o f  
the sch o o l.

A  m o sq u e  w a s bu ilt, o f  w h ich  I w a s  the  
im a m . W ith in  a sh o rt t im e , th e  s c h o o l  
c h a n g e d  d r a m a t ic a l ly .  W e w e r e  d u ly  
c o m m en d ed  b y  the D istr ict O fficer  (D O )  
w h o  w a s  e s p e c ia l ly  im p r e s s e d  b y  our  
adm inistrative e ffic ien cy . M r.G resw ell, the  
Provincial E ducation O fficer, later endorsed  
h is  a s s e s s m e n ts  w h e n  h e  in sp e c te d  th e  
sc h o o l.

B ut w h ile  m y  offic ia l w ork w ent on w e ll, 
there w a s no real ch a n g e  in  m y  m iserab le  
m ateria l c ircu m sta n ces. U n k n o w n  to  m y  
c o lle a g u e s ,  I w a s  o fte n  un d er  fin a n c ia l  
stress as the s iz e  o f  m y  fa m ily  co n tin u ed  to 
grow  w hereas m y  in com e rem ained m ore or 
le s s  con stan t. B y  contrast to the regu lar  
three square m ea ls w h ich  obta ined  in  the  
sc h o o l-d in in g  hall, there w ere  tim es w h en  
m y  o w n  fa m ily  had  o n ly  on e  m ea l a day. 
O cca sio n a lly , nam ing  cerem o n y  ex p en ses  
and transport fare for the fa m ily  to  Shagari 
during va ca tio n s w ere  a b it o f  a prob lem  
lo ca lly , I w en t about o n  foo t, as I co u ld  not 
afford a b icycle . W hereas m y  m onth ly salary 
w as £  10,00, the cost o f  a b icycle  w a s £7 ,10 .0 .
I o n c e  app lied  for a loan  to b u y  o n e  but the  
app lication  w a s rejected  b y  the D O  w h o  
in sisted  that a  headm aster d id not n eed  a 
b icy c le .

U n lik e  in  S ok oto  w h ere  I d id  so m e part- 
tim e jo b s , A rgun gu , be ing  a m uch  sm aller  
p la c e , d id  n o t o f fe r  su ch  o p p o rtu n itie s . 
A lthough  I taught E nglish  tq  the E m ir Alhaj i 
Sam a ‘ila , th is w a s  not for  a fee . W e go t on  
so  w e ll  that he o n c e  o ffered  to  appoint m e  
a s h is  s e c r e ta r y  ( m agatakarda ) ,  b u t !  
p o lite ly  d ec lin ed . Prior to  that, I had a lso  
p olite ly  refused a sim ilar offer  from  the Em ir  
o f  Yauri, A lhaji A b d u llah i A barshi ( 19 2 3 -  
5 5 ). In add ition  to  th ese  k e y  contacts , I a lso  
m ade m any  friends am ong the loca l peop le , 
and go t w e ll  acquainted w ith  their custom s.
I a lso  toured  the s ix  d istricts o f  the em irate  
several tim es toiinterview  elem entary school 
pupils for adm ission  into the Senior Prim ary  
S ch o o l, A rgun gu. M y  m o st reliab le  m ean s  
o f  transport w a s the horse  as co m m ercia l 
p assenger lorries w ere  not a lw ays availab le, 
w h ile  so m e  o f  the p la c es  d id  not, at any  
rate, ha v e  g o o d  a c ce ss  roads.

To b e  con tin u ed .
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Crime & Punishment
Businessman 55, killed 

gunmen in Z-ariat»y
F rom : W aziri Isa  G w an tu  

I in Zaria
T T  T  eavily armed robbers 
I  I  numbering about ten 

-A- -A -fecently shot dead a 
fifty-five year old Zaria-based 

I b u s in e ss  m o g u l, A lh aji 
| Abubakar Haruna.

Confirming the incident to 
Daily Trust, an eye witness and 
e ldest son o f  the deceased , 
Muhammad Abubakar ftaruna, 
said the robbers forced their 

| way into the deceased house 
at about 2.30 a.m. after having 
raided several other houses in 
the neighbourhood.

He said the'robbers, while 
in the house, “first broke into 
the room s o f  our m others  
where they extorted large sums 
o f  m oney from them at gun 
point and later forced them to 
show them the room o f  our fa­
ther”.

“To d em on stra te  their  
readiness to kill, they started 
firing gun shots into the air, an 
incident that made me and m y 

I younger ones Summon courage 
| to face them”, he said.

"Ofl seeing us, they corkcd
I their guns wanting to shoot us, 

but i pleaded with them not to 
ana prom ised to g ive  them

w hatever they really  wanted. I 
calm ly asked them  w hat their 
dem and was, and one o f  them  
quickly responded, “m oney!” 

“O ur father w ho w as then 
unknow n to us, listening, a t­
tem pted  to open the w indow  
o f  his apartm ent to throw  the 
m o n ey  to  them , b u t sen sin g  
that, one o f  them  sw iftly fired 
through the window and got him 
on the belly w hereupon he fell 
on the ground”, he disclosed, 
adding that after they w ere sure

him to the Ahmadu B ello  U ni­
v e rs ity  T each in g  H o sp ita l  
where he later gave up the 
ghost”.

Commenting on the inci­
dent, the Area Commander, 
Zaria Police Command, Alhaji 
Suleiman O. Lawal, confirmed 
the incident and promised to 
dig into the root cause o f  the 
incident to know who the cul­
prits were.

Late Alh. Abubakar Haruna
that he was shot, they ran out 
o f  the.house.

He pointed out that after 
they departed, "we then rushed

... and trader in Maiduguri

A gang of thieves has at 
tacked Bulunkutu ward 
in Maiduguri, injuring a 
prominent trader, Mallam Rura 

and four others.
According to an eye w it­

ness, Mallam Hambali, who said 
the gang of seven thieves en­
tered M allam B ura’e house 
around 2.00 a.m. on the fateful
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IGP, Musiliu Smith
day, two thieves fired several 

I shots into the air, shouting while 
being followed by a brand new 

1 station wagon as an escape car 
| before entering the house.

Although Mallam Bura re­
ceived several knife and dagger 
cuts and was admitted to the in­
tensive care unit at the Maiduguri 
Specialist Hospital and could not 
speak with out correspondent, 
family sources say the thieves 
made no efforts to break Mallam 
Bura's shop even though it was 

I stockcd with wares.
“The thieves went directly 

I to him and told him they wanted 
to kill him. It was as if  someone 
sent them to do so,” a family 

[ friend told Daily Trust.
Before leaving Bulunkutu,

the thieves also entered the 
house of one Ibrahim Moham- 
ttted, an em ployee o f  the N a­
tional M aritim e Authority, 
Mallam Mohammed told Daily 
Tru\i how they arrived his house, 
“my daughter was sick so she was 
awake crying deep into the night. 
When she finally slept, I heard 
my wife yelling, Before I real­
ised, they had broken the door, 
they tied my neck, gave me a 
beating but left without taking 
anything”, he recounted.

Despite a lull in the activi­
ties o f  thieves recently, house 
breaking is becoming more ram- 
pani in Maiduguri even though 
the police maintain night patrols 
in the city. Ibrahim Mohammed, 
who said this was not the first 
time thieves entered his house, 
insinuated that “the police only 
patrol m ajor streets but don’t 
extend their patrols to the neigh­
bourhoods. That is why the 
thieves are continuing to have a 
field day

A n t
die

A1

u n em p lo y ed  m id  
d ie  ag ed  m an, John  

. le x a n d e r ,  w h o  
plea d ed  g u ilty  to a charge  
o f  w earing an A rm y uniform  
illeg a lly , w a s  sen ten ced  to  
one year im prisonm ent or an 
option  o f  N 3 ,0 0 0  fin e , in an  
A b uja  U pper A rea  Court.

B e f o r e  h e  w a s  s e n ­
tenced , A lex a n d er  to ld  the  
court that h e  w ore  the un i­
form  to do so m e  farm  w ork  
on  the instruction  o f  h is fa ­
ther, a soldier.

H e  a lso  to ld  the court

Man jailed for wearing 
Army uniform illegally

that he w a s returning from  a 
m arket w here he Went to se ll 
the to m a to es , he h arvested  
from  the farm  w h en  the p o ­
lic e  arrested him .

P o l i c e  c o n s t a b le  
A m b rose  A jib o  w h o  pros­
ecu ted  th e  c a se , h o w ev er , 
to ld  the court that A le x a n ­
der, o f  n o  fix ed  address, w a s  
arrested January 2 6  at about 
3 am , w h ile  loitering around

Three die as Customs, 
smugglers clash

Of f ic e r s  o f  th e  N i  
g e r ia  C u s to m s  
S erv ice  and a sy n ­

d ic a te  o f  sm u g g le r s  h a v e  
c la sh ed  in  a b lo o d y  battle  
at th e  Id ir o k o  b o r d e r  in  
O gun , lea v in g  three o f  the  
latter su sp e c te d  dead , the  

N e w s  A g e n c y  o f  N ig e r ia  
(N A N ) reports.

T he in c id en t, accord ing  
to  p o lic e  report, occu rred  
w h en  a tea m  o f  c u s to m s  
anti-sm uggling patrolm en in 
the area in tercepted  a group  
o f  s m u g g le r s  t r y in g  to  

sm u g g le  about 3 0  assorted  
u n reg istered  v e h ic le s  in to  
the country.

T h e  r e p o r t  s a id  th e
smugglers w ere arm ed with
sop h istica ted  w ea p o n s, in ­
c lu d in g  gun s, cu tla sse s and  
axes.

It e x p la in e d  th a t  o n  
sig h tin g  the cu sto m s m en, 

the sm u g g lers o p en ed  fire  
o n  th em  but that th ey  w ere  
o v erw h elm ed  b y  the su p e­
rior firep ow er o f  the patrol 
team.

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  
record, three o f  the sm u g ­
g lers w ere  k illed  instan tly  
and o n e  A k ec m  Sanusi shot 
in the head, w h ile  som e C us­
to m s m en, a ccord in g  to  p o ­
l ic e  so u rces, su sta ined  inju­
ries.

T he Z onal P ub lic  R e la ­
tio n s O fficer  o f  Z o n e  1 o f

the N ig er ia  P o lic e  F orce in  
O n ik a n , L a g o s ,  M r. 
Em m anuel A jayi, confirm ed  
th e  in c id e n t ,  s a y in g  that 
t h o s e  in ju r e d  h a d  b e e n  
m o v e d  to  a h o s p i t a l  in

Id iroko, w h ile  the b o d ies  o f  
the d ea d  had b een  d e p o s ­
ited in  the m ortuary.

A ja y i a d d ed  that tw o  
v e h ic le s  w e r e  r e c o v e r e d  
from  the sm u g g le r s  w h ile  
f iv e  o f  them  fled.

o n e  o f  th e  dark  sp o ts  in  
M aitam a, A buja

H e sa id  that the p o lice  
strongly  b e lie v e d  that A le x ­
ander w a s  a m em b er  o f  a 
ga n g  o f  th iev es  terrorising  
resid en ts o f  A b uja  and  that 
the bru ises on  h im  resu lted  
fro m  th e  b e a t in g s  h e  g o t  
from  the p o l ic e  w h ile  a t­
tem p tin g  to e sca p e  arrest.

M a la m  A l iy u -
A b d u lr a h m a n , w h o  p r e ­
sided  over  the case , sa id  that 
the sen ten ce  w o u ld  serv e  as 
a deterrent to A lexander and  
other m em bers o f  the under­
world.

Girl, 22, found dead in 
Cop’s apartment

T he  p o lic e  in L a g o s  

h a v e  r eco v ered  the  
d e c o m p o s i n g  

corpse o f  a 2 2 -y ea r-o ld  lady  
from  the private apartm ent 
Of a serv in g  p o lic e  o fficer

attached to the Idim u P o lice  
Station  in L a g o s, the N e w s  
A g e n c y  o f  N ig er ia  (N A N )  
reports.

P o lic e  record s ind icate  
that th e  d e c e a s e d , w h o s e

n a m e  it g a v e  as F a b o o la  
A d eb a y o , w a s  the o f f ic e r ’s 
girl friend. T he p o lic e  sa id  
that it w a s d ifficu lt to  ascer­
tain w h en  the lad y  died.

Mr. E m m anuel A jayi, the 
P o lic e  P ublic  R e la tio n s O f­
ficer  in charge o f  Z o n e  1, 
O n ik an , L a g o s , w h o  c o n ­
firm ed the incident, sa id  that 
th e  c o r p s e  o f  th e  y o u n g  
lady  had a lso  b een  d e p o s­
ited  at the m ortuary for au­
to p sy .

H e added that the o fficer  
had been  arrested and w as  
h e lp in g  in p o lic e  in v e stig a ­
tio n s.

Man, 24 docked for 
theft o f NEPA metre

Ain A buja U pper A rea  
C ou rt o n  M o n d a y  
.ordered a 2 4 -y ea r-  

o ld  m an, D a v id  N duka, to be  
rem anded in p o lic e  cu sto d y  
fo r  a lle g e d  th eft o f  N E P A  
metre.

T h e  p ro secu to r , p o lic e  
co n sta b le  Joseph  D o m in ic ,  
to ld  the court that o n  Janu­
a r y  2 4 ,  o n e  M r. M d a k e  
S ifid een  o f  B ida  Street, A rea  
2 , reported that N d u k a  o f  no  
f ix ed  address broke into  h is  
h o u s e  a n d  s t o le  a N E P A  
metre.

D o m in ic  added that the  
a ccu sed  had a notor iety  o f  
stea lin g  N E P A  m etres and  
that a lo t o f  m etres he had  
sto len  in  the p ast w ere  y e t  
to  b e  recovered  from  him .

H e added that m any resi­
d e n ts  o f  the area  h ad  re ­
p o r te d  th e  th e ft  o f  th e ir  
N E P A  m etres after Sh ifideen  
lo d g ed  h is  com pla in t.

N d u k a  p lea d ed  g u ilty  to  
the ch arge  and  th e  Jud ge, 
M alam  A liyu  Abdulrahm an, 
a d jo u rn ed  h e a r in g  in  th e  
ca se  to  February 20 .
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I.G. directs police to impound 
vehicles with tinted glasses

n  a b id  to  stem  the in  
crea sin g  crim e rate in  
th e  c o u n tr y , o f f ic e r s  

and m en  o f  the N ig e r ia  P o­
l ic e  F o rce  h a v e  b e e n  d i­
rected  to im pound any v e ­
h ic le  w ith  tinted g lasses, the 
F orce P ublic  R e la tio n s O f­
f i c e r  (F P R O ) ,  M r. H a z  
Iw en d i has said.

Iw endi to ld  new sm en  in 
A b u ja  y e ster d a y  that^the

Inspector-G eneral o f  Police, 
A lh a ji M u sliu  S m ith , has  
directed  all C om m ission ers  
o f  P o lice  to arrest any driver 
found v io la tin g  the rule and 
to  im pound the v e h ic le .

“A s  fro m  to d a y , a n y ­
b o d y  w h o  w a n ts  to  u s e  
tin ted  g la sse s  in h is  v e h ic le  
m u st app ly  to the In sp ec­
tor-General o f  P olice in writ­
in g ”, Iw ed i sa id , adding: “a

perm it con ta in in g  the par­
ticu lars o f  th e  v e h ic le  in ­
v o lv e d  w o u ld  b e  issu ed  b y  
the I.G . i f  the ap p lica tion  is  
a p p ro v ed .”

H e a ls o ,  sa id  th a t th e  
ow n ers o f  su ch  “perm itted  
v e h ic le s ” m u st carry  th e  
perm it a lo n g  w ith  them  and  
produce it for p o lice  in sp ec­
tio n  w h en ev er  dem anded . 

Iw en d i a lso  said that the

d irective  b eca m e n ecessary  
as m any crim in a ls h id e  u n ­
d e r  th e  g u i s e  o f  t in t e d  
g la sse s  to  co m m it seriou s  
atrocities in  the country. • 

H e ad v ised  m otorists to 
co m p ly  w ith  the d irective to 
av o id  harassm ent b y  m e m ­
b ers o f  P o lic e  F o rc e  a s ­
s ig n e d  to m onitor  the e n ­
forcem en t o f  the law.

N200m Kuje trans-national market takes off
D . . i  u> f a c i l i t a t e  th e  s p e e d y  tion  een era llv  b e in g  a trans- T im itw l M r Y inka RnlnrB v  L e k e  A d e le r e

Global B ank Lim ited, 
L a g o s  h a s  e a r ­
marked about N 2 0 0  

m illio n  to finance the m ulti­
b illio n  N aira  A b uja  trans­
n a tio n a l m ark et at K u je ,  
K uje A rea  C o u n cil o f  F ed ­
eral Capital Territory (FCT), 
A buja.

T he H onourab le M in is­
ter o f  State for FCT, B arris­
ter  S o lo m o n  E w u g a  d is ­
c lo s e d  th is y esterd a y  at the  
foundation laying cerem ony  
o f  the m arket project.

H e inform ed that G lobal 
B a n k  is  to lead  other c o n ­
sortium  o f  banks to the capi­
tal m arket sourcing for fund

s p e e d y  
c o m p le t io n  o f  th e  project  
w ith in  the p er io d  o f  three  
years stipu lated .

B a r r is te r  S o lo m o n  
E w u g a  c o m m e n d e d  th e  
fo re-sigh t and the efforts o f  
K uje A rea C ou n cil C hair­
m an, H on. U sm an  J. W ow o, 
w h o s e  a d m in is t r a t io n  
m o v e d  fo r  th e  e s ta b lis h ­
m en t o f  the m arket during  
h is  first tenure in  1997.

Earlier in  h is  w e lc o m e  
address, the A rea  C o u n cil 
Chairm an, H on . U sm a n  J. 
W o w o  h a s  sa id  th a t th e  
m arket project is to im prove  
and prom ote the so c io -e c o ­
n o m ic  ventures o f  the area, 
federal capital and the na­

tion  generally  b e in g  a trans­
national market.

T h e  p r o p o sed  m arket, 
he  stated co v ers a land area  
o f  a b o u t  7 8 .3  h e c t r e s ,  
u n iq u e ly  p la n n e d  a n d  
structured tow ards m eetin g  
the com m ercial needs o f  the  
international com m u n ity  as 
well.

F eatu res and fa c ilit ie s  
to be prov ided  in the m ar­
ket accord in g  the chairm an  
in c lu d e  co ld  stores, w are­
h o u s e s ,  b u s in e s s ,  r e s ta u ­
rants, fu rn itu re  fa c to r ie s ,  
banks, p o lic e  p o st am on g  
others.

Later, the M anaging D i­
rector and the C h ie f  E x e cu ­
t iv e  O fficer  o f  G lob al B ank

FCT women commission to open 
alms collection boxes

B y  M u sa  B ad am asi

Th e  F ed era l C ap ita l 
T e r r ito r y  (F C T )  
c o m m is s io n  fo r  

w o m e n  and so c ia l w e lfa re  
h a s  c o n c lu d e d  a r r a n g e ­
m en ts to  o f f ic ia l ly  o p en  
a lm s co lle c tio n  b o x e s  p u b­
licly.

T h e  a lm s  c o l l e c t i o n  
b o x e s  project w a s part o f  
the sch em e  put in p la ce  by  
the co m m issio n  to  get a lm s 
from  the general public and 
forw ard  it to  appropriate  
quarters w h ere  b eggars are 
k ept in  variou s lo ca tio n s in  
the FCT.

D aily Trust g a th e r ed  
that so m e  se lec ted  leaders  
and representatives o f  vari­
o u s  b e g g a r  c o m m u n it ie s  
are ex p ected  to  b e  presen t 
at th e  o f f ic ia l o p en in g  o f  
a lm s  c o l l e c t i o n  b o x e s  
sch ed u le  for F riday 2 nd o f  
February th is year.

T he b e g g a r s’ rep resen­
ta tiv es w ere  se lec ted  from  
W adata, W use, K arm o, Idu, 
G w a g w a  and G arki v illa g e  
w h ere  b eggars are rehabili­
tated  to  enab le  th em  learn  
o n e  form  o f  trade or v o c a ­
tion  th a tiv ill  k eep  them  o f f  
street b eg g in g .

M r. N u h u  G o r o  
S a d a la f ia ,  th e
C o m m i s s io n ’s P u b l ic  
R ela tio n  O fficer  d isc lo se d  
to D a ily  Trust that about 2 0  
b o x e s  are e x p e c te d  to  b e

r e tr ie v e d  fr o m  d if fe r e n t  
l o c a t i o n s  w i t h in  A b u ja  
M u n ic ip a l  A r e a  C o u n c il  
(A M A C ) for the first p hase  
o f  the ex ercise .

H e sa id  that a fter  the  
b o x es  are opened , w h atever  
am ou n t r ea lised  from  the  
b o x e s  w o u ld  be d istributed  
a m o n g  variou s beggars ac ­
cord in g  to  their resp ectiv e  
n e e d s.

A cco rd in g  to  h im , “ the  
co m m issio n  has already a s­
s e s s m e n t  r ep o rts  o n  th e  
n e e d s  o f  v a r io u s d isa b led  
groups from  their respective  
lo ca tio n s  and it w o u ld  b e  
b a sed  o n  th o se  reports that

M ixed reaction greets increase  
in corps m em bers’ allow ance

Mem bers o f  the N a  
tional Y outh Ser  
v i c e  C o r p s  

(N Y S C ) serv in g  in the F ed­
eral Capital Territory (FC T ) 
have  expressed  deligh t over  
th e  in c r e a s e  in  th e ir  
m o n th ly  a l lo w a n c e  from  
N 3 ,8 2 2  to  N 7 ,5 0 0 . S o m e  
corps m em b ers w h o  sp oke  
w ith  the N e w s  A g e n c y  o f  
N ig e r ia  (N A N )  in  A b u ja ,, 
sa id  that e v e n  thou gh  the  
increase w a s belated, it w as  
g o o d  that the govern m en t  
e ffe c ted  the it at lo n g  last.

Mr. W allace U doh, serv­
ing  w ith  the Federal Capital 
D e v e lo p m e n t  A u th o r ity  
(F C D A ), descr ib ed  the in-

crease  as a  w e lc o m e  d e v e l­
opm ent, add ing  that corps  
m e m b e r s  w o u ld  n o w  b e  
m ore d ed ica ted  to  their pri­
m ary a ss ign m en ts.

D u p e  A lo k o ,  w h o  is  
w ith  the F ed era l H o u sin g  
A uthority, sa id  that she had  
b e e n  ju b ila t in g  s in c e  the  
in c r e a se  w a s  a n n o u n c e d  
and ex p ressed  the h op e that 
the arrears w o u ld  b e paid as 
p ro m ised  b y  the d irector- 
general during the orien ta­
tion .

K un le  O lesh in , serv in g  
w ith  the M in istry  o f  P o lice  
A f f a ir s ,  s a id  th a t c o r p s  
m em b ers w ere  tired  o f  pro- 
nouncem erfts n ot m atch ed  
w ith  action  and h op ed  that 
th is tim e  it w o u ld  be real.

L im ited , Mr. Y ink a B o la d e  
h a v in g  c o m m e n d e d  th e  
co n cep t o f  the m arket as a 
private in itia tive  e co n o m ic  
v enture b y  the K uje A rea  
C o u n cil, sa id  is  to  d iv ers ify  
the sou rces o f  reven u e b y  
sh iftin g  em p h a sis  from  to ­
tal d ep en d en ce  o n  the F ed ­
e r a l  G o v e r n m e n t
su b v e n tio n s .

H e  d is c lo s e d  that th e  
bank has recen tly  fin an ced  
a lea se  o f  11 b u ses to  the  
A b u ja  M u n ic ip a l  A r e a  
C ou ncil (A M A C ).

m o n ey  w o u ld  b e  a lloca ted  
a c c o r d in g  to  b e g g a r s ’ 
n e e d s” .

R e c e n t ly ,  an  o f f i c ia l  
statem en t from  M F C T  w a s  
r e le a s e d  th a t a la w  th a t  
w o u ld  ban street b e g g in g  in  
the Federal Capital Territoiy 
(F C T ) w o u ld  so o n  be put in  
p lace.

Mr. N u hu explained  that 
as so o n  as the la w  co m es  
out, the co m m issio n  w o u ld  
c o m m e n c e  e v a c u a t io n  o f  
beggars from  the streets o f  
A buja.

H e sa id  o v er  6 0 0  b e g ­
gars are p resen tly  in the re­
h a b ilita tio n  cen tres under  
the care o f  the co m m issio n .

Senate com m ittee on Niger- 
Delta begins public hearing

T1

;
I h e  sen ate  co m m ittee  
o n  th e  N ig e r -D e lta  
h a s  bd'gun p u b l ic  

h earing o n  the a c tiv ities  o f  
th e  d e fu n c t  O il M in era ls  
P rod ucin g  A reas D e v e lo p ­
m ent C o m m issio n  (O M P A - 
D E Q .

O M P A D E C  w a s estab ­
lish ed  b y  the F ederal G o v ­
ernm ent to  handle  the pro­
v is io n  o f  so c ia l and  e c o ­
n o m ic  infrastructure for the  
N ig e r - D e l t a  fro m  w h e r e  
cru d e  o i l  is  p r o d u c e d  to  
earn about 9 0  per cent o f  the 
n a tio n ’s fo reig n  ex ch a n g e .

Chairman o f  the com m it­
tee , Sen . V ictor O y o fo , to ld  
n ew sm en  in  A b uja  that the  
h earing w a s  a im ed  at pro­
v id in g  th e  s u c c e s s o r  to  
O M PA D EC , the N iger-D elta  
D e v e lo p m en t C o m m iss io n  
(N D D C ), a c lea n  arena to  
operate.

“W e h a v e  d e c id e d  to  
h o ld  th is  p u b lic  h e a r in g  
based  on  the in jun ction  o f  
the scriptures w h ic h  says, 
“ th o u  sh a ll  n o t  p u t n e w  
w in e s  in to  o ld  b o t t l e s ,” 
O y o fo  said , add ing  that the

hearing w a s  m ere ly  a fa c t­
fin d in g  m iss io n  and that it 
w a s  n o t  a im e d  at w itc h -  
hu nting  anybody.

H e o b serv ed  that an in ­
v e stig a tio n  o f  the ills  that 
plagu ed  O M P A D E C  w o u ld  
a ffo rd  th e  c o m m itte e  the  
opportunity  to  m ake u sefu l  
r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  th a t  
w o u ld  h e lp  the N D D C  to  
a ch iev e  the o b je c tiv e s  for  
w h ic h  it w a s estab lish ed .

“W e h o p e  to la y  d o w n  
som e recom m endations that 
w ill help the N D D C  m eet the 
o b je c t iv e s  o f  th e  F ed era l 
G overnm ent w h ich  set it up  
and help  fu lfil the yearnings  
fo r  th e  u p liftm e n t o f  the  
p eo p le  o f  the N iger-D elta . 
O y o fo  s tr e s se d . H e  sa id  
that the co m m ittee  already  
received  2 0 6  m em oranda on  
OM PADEC.

A  correspon dent o f  the  
N e w s  A g e n c y  o f  N ig e r ia  
( N A N )  r e p o r ts  th a t  th e  
c h a ir m a n  o f  th e  N D D C  
b o a r d , C h i e f  O n y e m a  
U g o ch u w k u , w itn e ssed  the  
hearing.

Visit 22nd
KADUNA INTERNATIONAL TRADE FAIR

Theme:
HARNESSING NIGERIA’S RESOURCE 

ENDOWMENTS FOR FOSTERING ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT.

VENUE:
KADUNA INTERNATIONAL TRADE AND 

INVESTMENT CENTRE KM.4, KADUNA-ZARIA 
ROAD, RIGACHIKUN, KADUNA-NIGERIA.

DATE:
SATURDAY 17TH -SUNDAY 25TH FEBRUARY, 2001

ORGANISERS:
KADUNA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, 

INDUSTRY,MINES AND AGRICULTURE »• 
(KADCCIMA) 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT: -
KADCCIMA Secretariat Kaduna Expo International Ltd.Kaduna State Liaison
Kaduna Int’l. Trade and Investment -’A, Zanna Dujima Road, Office,
Centre, P O BOX 52, Kaduna. Plot 1232, Bishop
KM.4, Kaduna-Zaria Rd. Tel:062-247556. Oluwole St.,
Box 728, Kaduna. Fax:062-247557 Victoria Island,
Tel: 062-318794 NACCIMA O ff ic e f f^
Fax:062-318795 l5A, Ikorodu Roa<£el:0J-6 16274
E-mail, kadccima@inet-global.com Maryland I ^ o s

Come, re-arrange and strengthen your business outlook by participating in

“ A F R I C A ’S  M O S T  F A M O U S  F A I R  ”

mailto:kadccima@inet-global.com
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Alhaji Hassan Usman Sokodabo on behalf of the entire people of Abaji 
Area Council congratulates Arc. (Dr) Ibrahim Bunu (FNIA) 

on the occasion of his conferment with an 
Honourary Doctorate Degree in Technology Management 

by the Federal University of Technology Owerri.

We particularly commend your uprightness and sterling leadership qualities.

ABAJI AREA COUNCIL 
FEDERAL CAPITAL TERRITORY
CONGRATULATIONS

¥

Alhaji Hassan Usman Sokodabo 
Chairman, Abaji Area Council

Arch (Dr) Ibrahim Bunu (FNIA) 
Hon. Minister FCT

Signed
Alhaji H.U. Sokodabo .
Chairman Abaji Area Council

*



Rangers edge out Gombe, but...
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B r i l l ia n t  R a n g e r s
International o f  E nugu have  
m o u n te d  th e  c i t a d e l  o f  
p r o f e s s io n a l  le a g u e
d iv is io n  o n e  tab le  ov er  the  
w e e k e n d  f o l lo w in g  th e ir  
stunning 1 -0  a w a y  w in  over  

Iw u a n y a n w u  N atioria le  o f  
Owerri.

T h e  E n u g u  o u t f i t  
o verto o k  erstw h ile  leaders 
G om b e U n ited , w h o  co u ld  
o n ly  m a n a g e d  a g o a l le s s  
d r a w  a g a in s t  th e  l o w l y  
Jigaw a  Stars on  Satu rd ay

R a n g e r s  a n d  G o m b e  
have  21 poin ts each  from  12 
m a tch es  the latter h a v in g  
th e  e d g e  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  
s u p e r io r it y  in  g o a l s  

a g g r e g a t e .  H o w e v e r ,  
R a n g e r s  le a d  c o u ld  b e  
Short-lived  as G o m b e have  
One o u t s t a n d in g  g a m e

against b o tto m  o f  the tab le  
S h a rk s. T h e  r e s c h e d u le d  
f ix tu r e  w o u ld  b e  d e c id e d  
t h is  a f t e r n o o n  at th e  
L ib e ra tio n  S ta d iu m , P ort 
Harcourt. A  w in  or draw w ill 
see  the team  from  the “Jew el 
o f  th e  S a v a n n a h ” ta k in g  
b a ck  the p o le  p o s it io n  on  
the 16-team  lea g u e  tabic.

N o t so  m a n y  g o a ls  w ere  
recorded  in a w eek en d  that 
heralded  tw o  a w a y  w in s—  
so m eth in g  o f  a rarity in the  
N ig eria  football circuit. T he  
other team  to have  m anaged  
an  a w a y  v ic to r y , b e s id e s  
R angers, are E n y im b a  w h o  
scr a p p e d  a 1 -0  w in  o v e r  
Sharks in  Port Harcourt.

T he surprise team  o f  the  
s e a s o n ,  N P A  o f  W a r n  
in c h e d  th e ir  w a y  to w a rd s  
the ap ex  w ith  a  lo n e  g o a l

Eugene Yiizen (left) o f Katsina United vies with Jigawa’s 
Sani Abubakar during a league tie in K a d u n a  r ecen tly .
Pix Joe Oroya

TOP OF THE WEEK (NIGERIA) 
( 4 - 3 - 3 1

tr iu m p h  o v e r  In su r a n c e ,  
w h ile  d efen d in g  cham pions  
J u liu s  B e r g e r ,  w h o  are  
sq u irm in g  at the bottom  o f  
th e  t a b le  b e c a m e  th e

w e e k e n d ’s b ig g e st w inn ers  
fo llo w in g  their 3 -0  m auling  
o f  v i s i t in g  L o b i S ta rs in  
A b eok u ta .

J a s p e r  U n it e d  a n d

K a ts in a  U n ite d  sh a re  th e  
three p o in ts  at stake after a 
g o a lle ss  draw  at the P o w er  
M ik e Stadiufn, O nitsha.

League Round Up with 
Ism aila Vmaru Lere

...Total w ar at the top
T h e  c o u n t d o w n  to  

S u n d a y ’s le a g u e  c ra c k e r  
b e t w e e n  R a n g e r s
In tern a tio n a l an d  G o m b e  
U n it e d  a t th e  N n a m d i  
A z ik iw e  Stad ium , E nugu is  
w e ll and truly underw ay.

T he fixture w ill  b e  the  
cy n o su re  o f  all e y e s  as the  
N igerian football m o v es into 
an o th er  b u sy  w e e k e n d  o f  
p ro fessio n a l lea g u e  action . 
T he clash  b e tw een  first and  
seco n d  has generated  a lot 
o f  in te r e s t  a m o n g  P e p s i-  
lea g u c  fo llo w er s  across the  
country as the resu lt o f  th is  
w e e k  13 t ie  c o u ld  e a s i ly  
determ ine the even tu a l top - 
n otcher in  the le a g u e ’s first 
p h a se .

G o m b e ’s s c in t i l la t in g  
form  and remarkable reso lve  
w o u ld  b e  p u t » in t o  t e s t  
against a brillian t R angers  
sid e  w h o se  p erform ance so  
far has com p ou n d ed  several

p u n d it s .  T h e  F ly in g  
A n telo p es w ill  b e g u id ed  b y  
th e  e x p e r ie n c e d  C h ristian  
C h u k w u  b a c k  fr o m  a 
n atio n a l c o a c h in g  stin t in  
K e n y a . H e ’s a s s is t e d  b y  
c o a c h e s  C h r is t ia n  M a d u  
a n d  O k e y  E m o r d i - a 
c o m b in a t io n  th a t  h a s  
w ork ed  m a g ic  for the C oal 
C ity  and brighten  up their  
leagu e  title  asp irations.

C h u k w u  w o u ld  rely  on  
c lu b ’s to p  s c o r e r  U c h e  
O k e r e k e  a n d  a t t a c k in g  
m idfielder, C hukw udi O dita  
f o r  g o a l s ,  w h e r e a s  th e  
v isitors G om be U n ited  w ill 
b e  o u t  to  c o n t a in  th e  
R angers forays.

A n o t h e r  w e e k e n d  
cracker in v o lv e s  tw o  o f  the  
m o st en terprising team s in  
th e  le a g u e . T h ird  p la c e d  
N P A  w ill  trade tack les  w ith  
in  form  E n yim b a  o f  A b a  at 
the E n y im b a  stad ium , A ba.

T h e  S e a s id e r s  tra in ed  b y  
S o lo m o n  O g b e id e  are  
e n jo y in g  a dream  se a so n  
h av in g  b een  prom oted  from  
th e  lo w e r  d iv is io n  at th e  
c lo s e  o f  la st  se a so n . B u t  
they w o u ld  n o w  have to face  
the m igh t o f  E nyim ba.

I n s u r a n c e ,  o n  f i f t h  
p o s i t i o n  e n t e r t a in s  
reju ven atin g  Ju lius B erger  
o f  L a g o s  at th e  S a m u e l  
O gbem udia Stadium , B enin , 
w h ile  s ix th  p la ced  G abros 
I n te r n a t io n a l  t r a v e l s  to  
K a d u n a  to  fa c e  K a ts in a  
U n ited  in another intrigu ing  
tie.

O th er  fix tu r es  in c lu d e  
I w u a n y a n w u  N a t io n a le  
en g a g in g  L o b i Stars, W ikki 
T ourists w e lc o m in g  Sharks 
at A bubakar T afaw a B a lew a  
S ta d iu m  in  B a u c h i ,  a n d  
P lateau  U n ited  battling  E l- 
K anem i in  a northern derby  
at th e  J e r e m ia h  U s e n i  
Stad ium  Jos on  Saturday.

Beckham plans academy
D a v id  B e c k h a m  h a s  
r e v e a le d  that h e  w a n ts to  
se t up a foo tb a ll sc h o o l o f  
e x ce llc n c e  for  children after  
h e  h a n g s  u p  h is  b o o t s .  
“ M a n a g e m e n t  h o ld s  n o  
appeal for  m e , but w h a t I 
w o u ld  lik e  to  do is o p en  a 
school o f  ex ce llcn ce  for kids 
o f  b o th  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s ,” 
sa y s B eck h a m . “It’s not a 
n o r m a l a m b it io n  fo r  a 
footballer, but it’s som eth ing

g ir ls  w e re  as g o o d  as the  
b o y s  a n d  g e t t in g  th e m  
in v o lv e d  r e m o v e d  s o m e  
m acho n o n sen se  that m arks 
the g a m e .”
H e ’s ju st as happy at U n ited  
as w e l l .  “ 1 h a v e  n o  great 
d esire  to  p la y  abroad  but

y o u  ca n  n e v e r  sa y  never. 
U n ited  m igh t g e t s ick  o f  m e  
and s e l l  m e  abroad  or to  
L ond on , but I w an t to  stay  
at U n ited  for  the rest o f  m y  
career and continue to  repay  
the debt I o w e  to  the b o ss , 
the c lu b  and the b e st  fans  
in the w orld .'

League
Results

Division One
G abros Int. 1
P lateau  U td . 0
El-Kanemi 1
W ikki Tourist 0
Sharks 0
Enyim ba 1
N P A 1
In su ran ce 0
Julius B erger 3
L ob i Stars 0
Iw uan yanw u N . 0
R angers Int. 1
Jasper U td . 0
K atsina U td . 0
J igaw a  Stars 1
G om be Utd. 1

Division 2A
K ano P illars 2
JUTH 0
A d am aw a U td. 1
R an ch  B ees . 1
N E P A  FCT 2
K w ara Stars 0
K w ara U n ited 1
Z am fara U n ited 0
N ig e r  T ornadoes 2
Y ob e Stars 0
B C C  L ions 2
M ig h ty  Jet 0

D ivision 2B
D elta  U n ited 0
S h o o tin g  Stars 1
A ir Safety  FC 1
B a y e lsa  U n ited 0
B en d e l U n ited 1
O kom u Oil 0
C. R overs 1
S u n sh in e  Stars 1
E b o n y i A n g e ls 2
NITEL 1
Udoji 1
D olp h in  FC 0

Kalu earmarks N500 
million for Enyimba

Beckham

I have a lw ays w anted  
to  do.
“ A  lo t  o f  p e o p le  
h e lp e d  m e  to  g e t  
w h ere I am  today and 
I w a n t  to  g i v e  
so m e th in g  ta n g ib le  
b ack  to the gam e. A s  
for it b e in g  for g irls  
as w e ll as b o y s , it ’s 
s o m e t h in g  I f e e l  
s tr o n g ly  a b ou t. I t ’s 
im portant to  rem ove  
the idea  that foo tb a ll 
is  ju st a m ale dom ain. 
W h e n  I w a s  at 
sc h o o l, so m e  o f  the

G ov. Orji K alu  o f  A b ia  
says h e  has set a sid e  N 5 0 0  
m illio n  to spur E nyim ba FC  
o f  A b a  to  bag  a tick et for  
a n y  o f  th e  A fr ic a n  c lu b  
ch a m p io n sh ip s n ext year.

S p ea k in g  during a v is it  
to  the N su lu  g a m es v illa g e , 
I s ia la n g a  N o r th  L o c a l  
G o v e r n m e n t A rea  w h er e  
u n d e r - 16  p la y e r s  are  
c u r re n tly  b e in g  c a m p c d . 
K alu  ex p ressed  regrets that 
E n y im b a  h a d  n o  f e e d e r  
team.

T he G overnor sa id  that 
h e  w a s  d e te r m in e d  to  
e n su re  E n y im b a  w o n  an

A frican  title
H e  e x p la in ed  that the  

cam p w a s esta b lish ed  as a 
fe e d e r  tea m  fo r  E n y im b a  
a d d in g  th a t  th e  p la y e r s  
w o u ld  b e  c a m p e d  th e ir  
during their h o lid ays.

K a lu  a ssu red  th e  b o y s  
that their stu d ies w o u ld  not 
be n eg lec ted  as he had m ade  
p ro v isio n s for teach ers for  
th e m  w h ile  in  c a m p  an d  
rem ind ed  them  o f  the n eed  
to m ain ta in  d isc ip lin e  at aU 
tim es.

T h e  7 4  p la y e r s  fr o m  
p r im a r y  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  
sc h o o ls  w ere  p ic k e d  from

Gov. kalu
th e  8 4  th a t  b e g a n  th e  
cam ping  exercise .

Division One Table
1 earns PL WN DR LS GF GA GD PTS
Rangers Int. 12 6 3 3 19 10 9 '  21
Gombe Utd. 11 6 3 2 14 9 5 21
NPA FC 12 6 2 4 11 . 12 -1 20
Enyimba FC 12 5 3 4 16 9 7 18
Insurance FC 12 5 3 4 9 6 3 18
Gabros Int. 12 6 0 6 16 14 2 18
Katsina United 12 5 2 5 10 13 -3 17
Iwuanyanwu Nat. 12 5 1 6 10 11 -1 16
Wikki Tourists FC 12' 5 1 6 9 10 -1 16
El-Kanemi FC 12 5 1 6 8 11 -3 16
Lobi Stars FC 12 5 1 6 12 18 -6 16
Jasper Utd. 12 4 3 5 8 10 -2 15
Plateau United 12 4 3 5 11 15 -4 15
Julius Berger FC 12 3 4 5 9 7 2 13
Sharks FC 11 3 4 4 11 11 0 13
Jigawa Golden Stars 12 3 4 5 8 14 -6 13
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O h a g w u ,  
T a n k o  

d e m a n d  
b a c k  

th e ir  jo b s

F orm er NFA deputy 
secretary general, Mr. 
Donatus Ohagwu and 

head national competition, 
Alhaji Ahmed Tanko made a 
sudden appearance yesterday 
at the secretariat to demand 
for reinstatement.

The duo touting a release 
from the office of the civil 
service o f the federation, 
which indicated they have 
been reabsorbed into the civil 
service said they came to 
officially resume after waiting 
without formal invitation by 
the NFA to that effect.

Both were affected in a 
major shake-up ofthe service 
soon before the m ilitary 
adm inistration  o f  Gen. 
A bdulsalam i A bubakar 
bowed out of office.

But follow ing the 
enthronement of democratic 
government many alleged to 
have been improperly retired 
and rationalised petitioned 
the Obasanjo administration 
which promptly set up a 
committee to review their 
cases.

The review
recom m ended the re­
absorption o f6,000 out of the 
8,000 persons w ith such 
cases but with only 2000 
names released for re ­
absorption in the first phase.

Ohagwu who had 
deputised Alhaji Sani Ahmed 
Toro had his appointment 
terminated allegedly for not 
being recruited through the 
proper channel—federal civil 
service commission.

But Ohagwu was not 
alone^AhmedTanko and the 
then HOD pro-league Mr. 
Charles Ojugbana were also 
affected. It was however not 
clear whether Ojugfona's^asfT 
was positively reviewed.

Mallorca ace winger Finidi George attempts to meander the 
ball pass a Camerounian defender during the Nations Cup 
final. George believes the Black Stars are no threat

Sango dropped!
B y Owoidoho O tong

E r s t w h i le  s p o r t s  
m in is t e r ,  M r. 
D a m ish i San go  w a s  

yesterday  fin a lly  re liev ed  o f  
h is  jo b  in  a  m ajor cab inet  
sh ak e up w h ic h  sw ep t o f f  
nin e  other m in isters.

T h e  fo r m e r  m in is t e r  
w h o se  tenure w a s  d o g g e d  
b y  co n tro v ersies  bordering  
o n  n o n  p r e fo r m a n c e  and  
u n d u e  in te r fe re n c e  in th e  
N F A  g o t  the b o o t o n ly  after  
18 m onths in o ffice .

S a n g o ’s sa ck  in the lo n g  
a w a ite d  c a b in e t  sh a k e -u p  
m ay h a v e  b een  co n seq u en t  
u p o n  a cer ta in  lu ll in  the  
s p o r t s  s c e n e  s in c e
assum ption  o f  o ffice  and the  
g e n e r a l  c h e e k y
v itu p e r a t io n s  o v e r  m in o r  
is su e s .

S p o r ts  w a tc h e r s  a ls o  
fa u lt  S a n g o  fo r  o b v io u s  
b erea v em en t o f  fo res ig h t,  
f o c u s  a n d  v i s i o n  in  th e  
m a n a g e m e n t  o f  s p o r t s  
particularly football w h ile  he  
h eld  sw ay.

T he erstw hile  m in ister’s 
last o ff ic ia l fu n ction  w a s in 
Port H arcourt w h ere  he w a s  
la r g e ly  i n c o n s p t c io u s  
d u r in g  th e  S u d a n -S u p e r  
E a g le s  W o r ld  C u p  2 0 0 2  
qualifier. H e had declined  all 
e n t r e a t ie s  to  j o i n  o th e r  
d istin g u ish ed  g u ests  in  the  
p re-m a tch  in tro d u ctio n  o f  
the p layers.

T h e  fo r m e r  lo c a l  
g o v e rn m en t adm in istrator

ca m e  under sc o tch in g  fire  
d u r in g  th e  N a t io n s  C u p  
fina ls and the S y d n ey  2 0 0 0  
ga m es w h ere  N ig er ia  fa iled  
to  w in  any g o ld . L ate ly  the  
m in ister  en g a g ed  in  w ar  o f  
attrition  w ith  A r se n a l FC  
s u p p o r t iv e  s tr ik e r ,  
N w a n k w o  K anu for putting  
club ab ove  nation during the 
sum m er O lym p ic gam es.

T h e  P la te a u  U n it e d  
in d ig e n e  u n d e r  w h o s e  
tenure P lateau U n ited  broke  
an excruciating  FA C up jin x  
a n d  m a n y  P la te a u  S ta te  
i n d ig e n e s  fo u n d
th e m se lv es  in national jo b s  
w a s  th e  b a c k b o n e  o f  
tech n ica l adviser, Johannes  
Bonfrere'

A s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h is  
w o r r is o m e  s u p p o r t ,  
B onfrere has assu m ed  thin  
g o d  posture, o ften  treating  
th e  N F A  o f f i c i a l s  w it h  
disdain .

Damishi Sango

Nandrolone research reinforces 
fears of supplement contamination

Research into the spats of positive drug tests for the banned 
anabolic steroid nandrolone suggest that contamination of 
legitimate food supplement may be responsible.

Tests on around 100 food supplements at the International 
Olympic committee (IOC)- sanctioned laboratory in cologne 
founri.’uibstanee anU6.occasions that would lead to  adverse 
nandrolone findings.
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Security staff meets 
golfer after row flight

Australian golfer Wayne Riley 
was met by security s ta ff at 
Perth airport after an argument 
with a fellow passenger on a 
flight from South Africa., the 
player said oh Tuesday.
Riley, 38 the 1991 Australian 
Open champion, was travelling 
to Perth  on M onday for the 
Heineken Classic which starts 
on Thursday.

Mark Waug sweeps 
Australia home with 100

M ark Waugh, apparently  
undistracted by his involvement 
in a cricket corruption probe, 
stroked exactly 100 not out as 
Australia beat Zimbabwe by six 
wickets in their tri-series match 
on Tuesday.
Australian romped to 282 for 
four in 44 o f their 50 over to 
make light work of the victory 
target after Zim babwe made 
279 for six— their bet one- day 
total against A ustralia— with 
Alistair Campbell hitting 124.

Minardi saved by 
Australian Stoddart

The struggling Minardi formula 
one team secured their place on 
the 2001 world championship 
on Tuesday w ith the 
announcement that Australian 
business man, Paul Stoddart had 
taken control.
"M inardi team today 
announces that Paul Stoddart, 
head o f the European Aviation 
Group o f  com panies, has 
acquired the Italian formula one 
organisation,” Minardi said in 
a statement from their Faenza 
head quarters.

India board to fight 
Azharauddin'sban appeal
M oham med A zharuddin’s 
appeal life ban for alleged 
match-fixing will be contested 
by the India cricket board, it 
said on Tuesday.
“H (Azharuddin) is at liberty 
to say what he wants to say. 
We will defend match-fixing it 
in court,” Board o f control for 
C rickets in India (BBC) 
president A.C. M urhiah told 
reporters in Bangalore.

Hrbaty to lead Slovakes 
in Davis cup

Inform Dominic Hrbaty will 
lead Slovakia against Russia in 
next w eek’s
Davis World Cup group first 
round tie, setting op a re-match 
of his recent victory over Marst 
Safin in the Australian open. 
Non- playing captain Miloslav 
M ecir has also named Karol 
Kucera, Jan K roslak, Karol 
Becks and Ladislav Schwarz, 
against a strong Russian side led 
by Safin and Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov.______________

CoUymore flies, to 
compete Oviedo deal

Former Englafid Striker Stan 
Collymore was set to join Real 
Oviedo on Tuesday aster 
arriving in Madrid to finalise 
his move to the Spanish first 
division club.
Oviedo are a good club, with a 
new stadium , and young 
p layers,” the p layer told 
reporters. “I can score goals and 
do very well there”_____

Macqueen to stand down 
 ̂ as Wallabies coach

"Xustralian’s world cup- winning 
coach Rod Macqueen will step 
down in Septem ber after his 
team defend theij Tri- Nations 
title , the A ustralian Rugby 
Union (ARU) said on Tuesday, 

spokesman Strath Gordon 
m ade no

2002 World Cup Ticket:

Finidi writes off Black Stars
From Owoidoho Otong, 
who was in Port Harcourt

Super Eagles Mallorca FC 
winger, Finidi George 
has written off the Black 

Stars of Ghana in the race for 
the World Cup 2002 ticket.

The dazzling winger whose 
deft runs dwarfed Sudanese 
defenders in last Sunday’s 
qualifier in Port Harcourt said 

Black Stars would remain 
their quest to post a 

ticket.World

Finidi, whose sleeky 
combinations with Arsenal FC 
super substitute Nwankwo 
Kanu set the packed filled 
arena—the Liberation Stadium, 
Port H arcourt agog with 
overwhelming applause and 
delight, observed that the Super 
Eagles have never disappointed 
when tasked.

The Mallorca idol stressed 
that the qualifier in which 
Ghana’s Black Stars and the 
Super Eagles are the fore 
winners was a major challenge

Maradona let us
down - UAE

Echo o f  Bauchi 2000. . .a player leaps high to fin d  the 
basket in the action soaked encounter between Gombe 
and Kwara States during the festiva l Fix. joe oroye

to the Eagles who would leave 
no stone unturned to ensure 
that Nigeria picks the only 
ticket available in the group to 
the detrim ent o f  other 
aspirants.

F inidi, who made the 
assertion  before L iberia 
drubbed the Black Stars 3-1 last 
Sunday urged soccer fans not 
to entertain any fear about 
failure to qualify noting that the 
Eagles have resolved never to 
drop a point in subsequent 
games.

W orkaholic F inidi had 
illum inated the arena with 
scintillating runs that climaxed 
with a brilliant lob which was 
skilfully nodded in by Victor 
Agali to open the flood gate of 
goals.Diego Maradona has been 

accused of letting down 
organiser^ o f  a 
testimonial game in the United 

Arab Emirates four times.
They have now given up 

trying to involve Argentina's 
former World Cup captain in 
the match for cx United Arab 
Emirates skipper Abdullah
Rahm an M oham m ed.

“Wc did all wc could, but it 
was of no use, Maradona will 
not be com ing,” said 
M o h am m ed  A bdu l R ahm an 
Ja ’afar o f  Al- Nasr, 
Mohammed’s club w ho arc 
host for the benefit game.

Ja’afar told the Gulf news: 
"we are completely and want 
to put this whole mess out of 
the way. Wc found it hard to 
trust him and his agents.

"lie let us down not oncc, 
but four times. Even when wc 
opened the negotiations they 
allowed small things to come 
in the way. They were never
clear about anything.

“To tell you the truth, 
ttlany people were against 
M aradona com ing to Dubai 
because o f his history with 
drugs. They felt that he would 
not be a good example to the 
youth in the United Arab 
Emirates.

“We were willing to over 
look that and go ahead with the

Maradona
plans. But we seem to have 
made a  mistake and we are 
really sorry, and frustrated.

“Maradona had ruined our 
reputation. The whole thing 
became a joke, nobody was 
willing to believe us any more. 
We are totally fed up with him.”

M aradona had Initially 
been scheduled to arrive in 
Dubai last week. Bufhc failed 
to appear despite flight and 
hotel bookings being made for 
himself and his entourage.

J a ’afar said other top 
soccer players would now be 
involved in the M atch 8 
testimonial match.



   .
FAiWm Ci MMrrN
a  s o i c m t  1 

My riU&MNh

r m g w m *
£«t>M*Y

v i a s E

m  t x m  m
TWrn OUT OT1 H 

A b A Y ® ?  

( T N £  P f t ^ 5 S  «  
> C O W F W £ f J ^ t / '

/ACHfEVgffcS CM! N |
^ ■ 1  C o m m i t  m « e / 6 |  

r  m k m - a t t e «  s i v f f ^ v
o r  HA&p WC4 K,. *. 

JfrfNgj QQiS iN m  TLAN

^  “THA^ ~ 7 \ ( 
M M  M S  WHY \ i

t e

This space is 
for sale on 
Monday, 

Wednesday 
and Thursday

miLY
Wednesday, January 31, 2001

TKDST

Eguavoen 
may reject 
Eagles job

By Owoidoho Otong
| e w ly  a p p o in te d  

S u p e r 'E a g le s  as  
I s i s t a n t  c o a c h ,  

A u s t in  E g u a v o e n  m a y  
turn d o w n  th e  a p p o in t­
m en t i f  th e  c o n tr a c tu a l  
term s fail to  m eet h is  ex -

T h e  fo r m e r  E a g le s  
Strongm an w h o se  reco m ­
m endation  for the jo b  b y  
the tech n ica l adviser , Jo  
B o n frere  and  the su b se ­
quent appointm ent gener  
ated n o  little  h iccu p s con -  
fidcd in Trustsports in Port 
H arcourt that h e  has o n ly  
a c c e p t e d  to  j o in  th e
E a g le s  co a ch in g  crew  in  
principles.

E g u a v o e n  w h o  sa w  
n oth in g  w rung in h is rec­
o m m en d ation  and su b se ­
quent appointm ent having  
s e e n  a c t io n  both  in th e  

itch  and  o n  th e  b e n c h  
said  until the contractual 
term s are satisfactorily  n e ­
go tia ted  h e  co u ld  not sa y  
w h eth er he w o u ld  stick  to  
the jo b  or not.

H e  to ld  Trustsports

Bonfrere...  Eguavoen may 
turn back on him
that he o n ly  accepted  to jo in
the E a g les  in  serv ice  to  h is  
fa th erla n d  n o tin g  th o u g h  
that it d o es  not m ean that 
a n y th in g  th ru sted  b e fo r e  
him  w o u ld  be accepted .

“I o n ly  got a letter o f  ap­
p o in tm e n t  w ith o u t  d u e  
con tractu a l a g reem en t, in  
fa c t w e  ( i .e .  m y s e l f  and  
A k p o k o n a ) h a v e  b een  in­
v ited  for  n eg o tia tio n s next 
w e e k  a f t e r  to d a y 's  
(S a tu rd a y ’s)  m atch . U n til 
then I cannot sa y  w h eth er  I

have or w ill accept the jo b .” 
E gu avoen .

E g u a v o en  in fam ou s for  
h is  hard and card attracting  
t a c k le s  s t r e s s e d  th a t  it  
w o u ld  b e  unpalatab le and  
inconsisten t for h im  to  s ig n  
unfavourab le  contract.

Perhaps, E g u a v o e n  
w hose a p p o in tm e n t  e n ­
sured S teph en  K c sh i’s ex it  
m ay have  had the contro­
versy  that surrounded his 
p r e d e c e s s o r ' s  salary in 
m in d  vowed n ot to bu dge  
to  an y  u n fa v o u ra b le  c o n ­
tract.

K eshi, Trustsports recall 
w a s contracted o n  1 m illio n
naira  m o n th ly  take h o m e  
pay. T he rem uneration  w a s  
9 0 0  per cen t m ore than the  
then national coach  A m od u
S h uaibu 's w h ich  generated  
ill fe e lin g s . T he letter’s pay 
w a s later increased  to  t .2 
m illio n  naira m onth ly, on ly  
last N ovem ber.

B o n frere  Jo. w ith  t:,e  
b acking o f  erstw hile  m in is­
ter D a m ish i S a n g o  ordered  
th e  r e d e p lo y m e n t  o f  
S teph en  K esh i and A m od u  
Shuaibu  to the U -2 1  team  
and technical departm ent in 
p r e fe r e n c e  fo r  L a w ra n ce  
A k p o k o n a  and E gu avoen .

Spain s Alfonso goes for the half volley in the last seconds of the fifth minute injury 
time against Yugoslavia to send his country Into the Euro 2000 quarter final.

Dallas Maverick’s basketball star Robert Pack in an NBA action. He isn’t too 
impressive this season.

s  t r a \ a h

ui rvauuua oaiucuues going ior near- 
I side shot during their Dickenson Cup contest with 
Kaduna Liyafa Palace Hotel. Pix Joe Oraye
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