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ing will be 
ireign Ex­

save the naira. The Foreign Ex­
change Market (FEM) went be- 
serk with an inter-bank aggrava­
tion that placed manufacturing at 
an epileptic keel, with govern­
ment officials only barely able to

Special Report
Essay
Advertorial
Nigeria__

Society
When in 1980 white minority 

rule in Zimbabwe (then South­
ern Rhodesia) was terminated, it 
was widely believed that all racial 
practices were swept under the 
carpet. But, eight years after, the 
culture of segregation still thrives 
in the capital, Harare.

Vol. 3, No. 48

probably not the best 
______ cent times: By some 

accounts, realisation was so far 
off the mark, that it has been 
possible to speak of projections 
that seemed plucked for a world 
of fantasy. For example, the best 
of. wills appeared sufficient to *

Nigeria
Once more Ni( ------ 

have been put ui 
Cultural disorientation, 
inexperience, immorality 
discipline, Yuj 
Nigeria’s ex-i 
UN says, arc 
for attention

Orottemational

nnlitical 1 ( 1 1 ‘ “
.....wAcuity and in- 

isuf Maitamn Sule,
-representative at the
re the issues thar££y' (

.w.-in the nation'j.anclli if.1 
in fact the entire African~cunti°—-■— 
nent.
Pago 43

Benazir Bhutto emerged on 
the Pakistan’s political stage af­
ter Mohammed Zia’s death to 
continue the political legacy of 
her father, Ali Bhutto. She hit 
the ultimate target when she was 
named first woman premier of 
the Islamic nation last week.
Pago 10

hold out the Structural Adjust­
ment Programme, SAP, as any 
panacea.

What does 1989 hold out? We 
have in this issue invited con­
tributions from experts on a j 
number of problem areas.

• What has the autonomy of ' 
the Central Bank (CBN) meant j 
to the economy?
• Do industries expect interest | 
rates to come down?
• What level of funding 
desirable for the For., 
change Market?

The gamut of questions appear 
infinite but, for God’s sake, why 
does anybody need budget, if 
there will be no answers for mini­
mum comfort?

■■VEN as an annual ritual, 
the bugdet still manages to 

■■retain considerable mysti­
que. Its preparation is placed in­
variably at the heart of the best in 
discreet handling and public ser­
vice secrecy. And it must be deli­
vered ultimately by the political 
chief executive with the greatest 
of representative carriage, cour­
tesy and persuasion.

The expectancy with which the 
people regard the announcement 
is also largely ritualistic. Yet, 
there is almost always the hope 
for a surprise; for a dramatic turn 
of fortunes; for a better life 
generally.

1988 was p* 
year in recei

17^-- ---- ----r—'
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There is nothing “ugly” about the 
“face of the race” in the US electoral 
campaigns. Elections are never do-or- 
die affairs. It’s all a matter of who 
sends across a more appealing mes­
sage via theprintor electronic media, 
not the type sentiments we in Nigeria 
invoke.
Ifeoma Dike, 
Lagos.

CT^’shH! ,Fo?/i^a?

■

The write-up on Association of 
Artiste Managers and Promoters 
(AMMP) (November 14th) reveals 
that some people now feel concerned 
to want to place music in its rightful 
place in this part of the world.

The present practice of one man 
piloting music from demo stage to the 
doors of consumers has done more 
harm than good to our music industry 
This system does not allow specialisa­
tion to play its good role. It is in light of 
the above that I see AMMP as a new 
dawn in the music industry. However, 
the association’s success, to a large ex­
tent, depends on what faith AMMP 
has in its midfield role.
Esezobor I. Josiah 
Lagos

JOE LAPTEV Aim

Alozie Ogugbuaja should be 
advised to remember the story of our

(November 
reading; but 

disagree with, 
story appeared to be pre­
ted as a bash against doctors, 

say that one is holding 
iwholesome practices of

POSU0* “ W4UYAQ-

me AFTVCM GUAftDIM « pu S-.LBOd wocUy By Gua

The Duke Vs Mr. Bush
If the media had treated Nigeria’s 

electoral issues the way and manner 
your magazine handled the US elec­
tions (November 14) a lot of misrepre­
sentations bordering on ethnic frivo­
lities would have been avoided in our 
political history.

Let the trend continue now and 
beyond 1992.
Mieye Johnson.
Port-Harcourt, Rivers State.

Agreed, the US is a country only 
few countries can ignore; but must we 
focus on their elections the way you 
did. Do the US media pay attention to 
our own political activities the way we 
beam our lights on theirs?
Kenneth Igwe, 
Oshodi, Lagos.
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to our problems. Unless adequate 
drugs and infrastructure are provided, 
and medical care is dispensed at an 
affordable price to all, then we shall 
continue to grope m the dark.
Soga Sofola.
Idi-Araba, Lagos

It is true that the ethical default of 
Nigerian doctors leaves a sour taste in 
the mouth, but then, these doctors are 
part and parcel of a decadent and cor­
rupt society. And until the entire 
gamut of the society is reformed for 
good, it appears we have neither heard 
nor seen the last of these professional 
malpractices.
Rogers Edo Ochela, 
Kamba, Sokoto State.

Rrporur Reaeezthera
JOSEPHINE AKARUE. PAUL NWABUIKWU 

DEBO ADESINA. HUMPHREY BEKAREN 
JOHN NWA00I. LUCKY FLAXPA

“Who cures the doctor” i 
7) made an interesting rc 
there are many points I dis 
The story appeared 1 
meditated as a bash aga: 
That is not to say that oi 
brief for the urn 
some doctors.

In the first case of Mr. Gimah Isena- 
lumhe, the scenario at the UBTH is 
what obtains at teaching and specialist 
hospitals all over the world. There is p 
hierarchial system in which junior doc­
tors first attend to a patient and the 
consultant is called in, in case of diffi­
culties. This apparently was what hap­
pened at Benin. Every other incident 
that happened must not be blamed on 
the doctor but on the system. That is 
why I fully endorse the statement of 
Professor Ayo Binitie, never one to 
mince words.

In a society that glorifies quackery 
and charlattans and seeks to destroy 
the hardworking and single-minded 
doctor who labours hard to discharge 
his duties, such a society unconscious­
ly propagates mediocrity./Until this 
country starts to recognise merit and 
adulates it, rather than chant the 
praises of miscreants who “practise 
the system”, a warped one from all 
perception, there will be no salvation

Senior Writer* 
WALE AKIN AINA ABOUL OAOH

SUH Writer* 
GEORGE OLA-DAVIES. HERBERT OJEF

Corraeppndent Eeat end Southern Africa 
KINGSLEY OSADOLOR

JESS,
AI^YAKPORUGO

NDUKA IRABOR
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Why must wc allow sentiment to rule 
us when the facts provide sufficient 
proof of misconduct by Alozic Ogug- 
buaja: The man spoke to the press which 
is an offence in the public service.

If he wanted freedom to blow his mind 
any time he wished he could have as well 
resigned.
Audu Ochezo,
Makurdi, Benue State.

Address Letters to the Editor, typewrit­
ten double-space, with writer's-namc, 
address qnd, if available telephone >:u-rf 
ber, to: The African Guardian, ” ' 
House, P.M.B. 1217, Oshodi, 
Nigeria. Letters subject to editing.

Alozic Ogugbuaja may be a victim 
of traps already set for him by detrac­
tors. But it is equally his fault, a gre- 
vious one, that he wasn’t able to detect 
in advance such well-laid traps. 
Longnan Itse, 
Jos, Plateau State.

Cen- 
East 

tiles. a 
visible 
in re- 

what

A Biafran bant:?
If we go all the length in preserving 

in a war museum. the destructive 
weapons that destroyed our youths, 
our homes and made many desolate, I 
don’t see anything wrong in using the 
"Biafran" coat-of-arms by any person 
or company for any purpose (Novem­
ber 14). Or does it mean that the logo 
will cause the resurrection of the dead 
nation?

If we don’t want anything linked 
with “Biafra” wc can as well destroy 
the museum at Umuahia. Unless, 
course, it is there as a sad reminder 
some people of their sad past.
James Ida. 
Aba, Imo Sti

Well, having crossed the first hur­
dle, drama over the emblem was to 
continue. On Thursday, protest 
against the airlines’ new logo arose

elders about the proverbial NZA bird 
which after eating to his satisfaction 
decided to challenge his personal god 
to a wrestling contest.

He should do well also to remember 
that he is the egg and they (police) are 
the stone; if he rolls against them he 
will break, if they roll against him, he 
wil still break. He should bear this in 
mind when they meet in Phillipi.
Akuzamus M.G. Anakwe, 
Jos. Plateau State.

from a rather unusual quarter — The 
Nigerian Football Associaton (NFA). 
The NFA’s argument was that the 
national carrier was using the name of 
the junior national football team, the 
Flying Eagles, always a winning side 
without permission. But the NFA bat­
tle was lost even before it started. By 
the time the complaint reached the au­
thorities, the Airways Symbol was 
being launched and it would have 
taken no less than the President to stop 
the ceremony. The airline is not only 
experiencing turbulence over its new 
emblem. Last week the Nigeria Air- 
vays started recalling, from national 
lailics, its advertisements announcing 

its return to the Nairobi and Kinshasa 
routes, two of the six routes it had 
withdrawn from last month. The re­
calling of the advertisements was 
understood to have resulted from the 
refusal of the ministry of aviatioa to 
approve the return of the airline to 
these routes. The ministry’s argument 
is that the Nigeria Airways abandoned 
the routes. The Nigeria Airways on 
the other hand says it only suspended 
flights. Technically, however, the 
Nigeria Airways still operates the east 
and central routes. This is because the 
Ethiopian Airlines which flies the 
routes has a joint agreement with 
Nigeria Airways and operates flight 
call sign WT/ET. The Nigeria Airways 
has Bilateral Air Services Agreement 
(BASA) with 56 countries in which 
only 22 are operated, with earnings of 
between N42 million to N45 million 
annually. With the suspension of 
flights to six 
routes last month 
and the refusal of 
the aviation 
ministry to allow 
the airline on the 
suspended 
tral and 
African routes 
clearly 
short-fall, 
venue is 
Airways author­
ities are afraid, 
might happen.

We dine and wine with the war 
veterans, but just the word ‘Biafra’ 
still frightens us like the "Ogbuni- 
gwe.”

Disgusting,
Odeh Ogiado,
Auchi, Bendel State.

fl N what could be viewed as being 
L-l traditional of the Nigeria Airways, 
the new logo of the national carrier, 
which was launched last Thursday, is 
generating quite some controversy.

At first, the Civil Aviation Depart­
ment (CAD) of the ministry of avia­
tion had doubted the possibility of the 
airline launching the new emblem — a 
flying eagle superimposed on the bold 
letter “N”. The CAD’s doubt stem­
med from the observation that the 
Nigeria Airways did not wait for an 
approval from tnc International Civil 
Aviation Organisation (ICAO) before 
going ahead with a new logo which 
President Ibrahim Babangida had 
approved on November 21.

But Airways officials were of the 
opinion that an approval from ICAO 
was not necessary. To them, the 
ICAO only needs to be informed ab­
out the new logo and the Nigeria Air­
ways does not need to seek the permis­
sion of the Montreal-based interna­
tional aviation body to use the logo. 
The airline’s position was confirmed 
by a telex from ICAO a day before the 
launching which stated that no 
approval was needed to use the new 
symbol. According to the Convention 
on International Aviation of 1980, 
article 21 states that a country 
undertake to supply ICAO, < 
mand, with information concerning 
the registration and ownership of any 
particular aircraft registered in that 
country. Countries, in addition should 
furnish ICAO with reports containing 
pertinent data such as ownership and 
control of their aircraft habitually en­
gaged in international air navigation. 
ICAO makes these available on re­
quest tonational airlines of other 
countries. Nothing was said about 
approval. For a complete change from 
the old to the new symbol, it is being 
speculated that the Nigeria Airways is 
expected to spend an estimated N10 
million.
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useful 
with 

mess, 
shana

as a I
And i 

>uished 
-e rcal- 

:cau- 
'et it

. be-
:gral 
ition

o, about whose con- 
igcnans were expect- 
:en simply cynical. But 

ise in his 
hat 
:ly. 
icd 

, Council (AFRC) was des-

Perhaj 
many I 
hecdec

. question?*Of 
insistent with 
that this time

> rancour seemed 
laps a few of the members 
hbcratcly exaggerate the

large nomin- 
red the pros-

y.there were patromz- 
too much willingness to 

specific excesses 
>tntch-hkc

around there was also the very 
security injunction conveyed 
appropriate fire brigade dampi 
"Government steps in to put out si 
flames" was the very apt way The Guar­
dian recorded Vice Admiral Aikhomu’s 
stem five-minute address at Abuja. The

• Chief of General Staffs mood was angry 
but not rude, the message was pecise and 
untypically lucid. '

But inescapably, 
ing nuances and to< 
confuse the criticism of sj 
of the debate with an ostntch-hkc argu 
ment that the issues involved were r^allj 
never so contentious.

haps it was discourteous for so 
honourable members not to have 

:d the President’s advice to move 
quickly away from areas where the 
temptation to rancour seemed most 
pressing. Perhaj 
tended to deli

dimensions of the controversy 
"short cut to political stardom." 
perhaps many more of the distingui 
ladies and gentlemen should have 
ised the need for greater security prei 
tions in a general sort of way. Yc 
would not be entirely correct to msist.as 
the Chief of General Staff did.thavtherc 
already exists a wide measure of national 
consensus" on all the matters raised.

The troublesome clauses which have 
been removed from the jurisdiction of 
the Assembly “in the best interest of 
national unity and the assembly itself’ 
arc 6(2) to 6(6)(d) and 248 to 263 of the 
CRC’s report. The stretch covers the 
provinces hitherto allotcd the commit­
tees on General Provisions and State 
Judicature and which deal with the judi­
cial powers of the federation as well as 
the establishment and jurisdiction of 
state courts.

The 1979 Constitution did have simi­
lar clausses with "minor new encroach­
ments". For example, in regard to the 
categories of courts, the Federal Capital 
Territory (FCT) now has provided for it. 
"as if it were a state", a Sharia Court of 
Appeal and also a Customary Court of 
Appeal. Part of the quarrel was that the 
FCT being technically "no-man’s land." 
ought to be placed in no position to have 
its cultural neutrality or adaptive heter­
ogeneity compromised by aspects of our 
fundamental law.

But the grea 
come from Sc< 
constitution which

pow
•cal.

“It would not be entire­
ly correct to insist, as 
the Chief of General 
Staff did, that ‘there 
already exists a wide 

of national 
concensus on all the 
matters raised’ ”

ment. At a purely discretionary level, it 
was quite possible for government to de­
sire a particular direction without 
appearing obstrusivc about it. In other 
words, it was felt that the President had 
open to him, a number of less manifestly 
authoritarian ways of indicating his 
guidelines. The way he was seen to hand 
down his exceptions bore a certain de­
gree of magisterial pretension, which, in 
the circumstance, was easily capable of 
inducing an unnecessarily high level of 
filibustering temper

The debate on whether or not there 
should have been ’No-go’ areas hasn’t 
quite subsided even as it cannot but be a 
futile exercise in the end.

So, how docs one characterise last 
Monday's intervention of the Federal 
Government on the Shana < 
course, it was roundly cor 
the master’s role.except

of militar 
But ta( 

sition pre 
on the dr 
it was rcasor 
much autonor 
military,: 
agers of 
than they 
in other 
which was, 
own create.

The Political Bureau which laid the 
foundation was a hand-picked body, 
from whose ranks were subsequently re­
cruited vital personnel for the National 
Electoral Commission (NEC) and the 
Constitution Review Committee 
(CRC). Arguably, the CRC draft repre­
sented the best of the "masters’ wishes” 
And many have been inclined to believe 
that the Constituent Assembly was 
accordingly intended to do no more than 
popularise this fait accompli.

However, if an unusually lar 
ated membership underscorcc 
pectof manipulation, there were, never­
theless, the doubting Thomases* or shall 
wc say, incurable optimists who prefer­
red to have faith in the “unbnddled 
scope" of an ideal Constituent Assem­
bly I remember quite clearly the enthu­
siasm with which a few members 
approached their job and the great up­
roar that attended President Babangi- 
da’s inaugural admonition on the so- 
called ‘No-Go’ areas.

Well, the view was fervently canvas­
sed that a Constituent Assembly was 
supposed to be imbued with unfettered 
ongmation and a creative impetus li­
mited only by the need to have a work­
able, as opposed to a utopian, docu-

1 C Ji HE chap who asked, some six 
j months ago, ’ 

L-l stitution Nig 
ing, mignt have been simply cyni< 
it was quite pertinent to recogni* 
agonising rhetoric the critical reality th: 
stared everybody in the face, namelj 
the decisive influence which the Armc 
Forces Ruling Cs_“™ " " d
tined to wield.

Did I say destined? Yes, destined, 
cause a new constitution was an intcj 
part of the orchestrated rationalisat 
for the coup in the first place. Addi­
tionally, there are some who say that it 
was fairly obvious that the AFRC could 
not afford to allow a social contract that 
would be truly anti-fascist and .therefore, 
intrinsically spiteful of the very essence 

’ tary rule!
talking seriously, as long as a tran- 
rogramme was largely predicated 
irawing up of a new constitution, 

inably difficult to assume very 
)my for the process. The 

, it would appear, had to be man- 
"how it all happens" no less 

/ were expected to be ‘minders’ 
aspects of the programme, 

as, in any case, entirely their 
ition.

oromi< 
law.
latest heat seemed to have 
ection 258 of the reviewed 

purportedly widens 
the powers of the Shana Court of 
Appeal, by removing the limits imposed 
as to questions of Islamic Personal Law 
only, at Section 242 of the 1979 docu­
ment

I tend to imagine that if some matters 
were provocative enough to be subject 
to expedient treatment by the Consti­
tuent Assembly, it would be contradic­
tory to suggest that the same matters 
formed any part of “agreed ingredients 
of Nigeria’s political order."

And when the Chief of General Staff 
told his audience that their responsibility 
did not involve "altenng without just 
and reasonable cause, fundamental prin­
ciples and structures of the 1979 Con­
stitution”. he permitted himself, I am 
afraid, to be the sole judge of the reaso­
nableness of all the causes.

That’s probably only fair, but has the 
basic problem been resolved, can it be 
resolved so presumptuously "with im­
mediate effect and automatic alacrity?"



INTERNATIONAL
UNITED STATES ■ ■ ■Show of might
Americans defy UN, refuse Arafat entry to New York

had

o Reagan: America s interest first

01111, ud au 
Instead, they

° Arafat: Loft out in the cold
ice, iiaiy ana owcucn. in laci, 
the weekend, the General By Emenike Okorie
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■, when.

put 
motion 

istpone- 
: special 

i the 
uestion 
leduled

guage, and, therefore, unacceptable. 
They still see Arafat clad in his 
combat fatigues, pistol in his holster 
and Kcffiyah over his head, as a sym­
bol of world terrorism.

-n

Assembly 
unanimously 
adopted a resolution 
calling for a change 
of heart by the US. 
There was also a 
powerful clamour 
initiated by the Arab 
nations for a change 
of the venue of the 
General Assembly 
session from New 
York to Geneva, to 
enable Arafat to 
attend. The Arab 
nations further 
forward a i 
calling for pos 
ment of the 
session on 
Palestinian qut 
which was sche> 
to begin December 1.

Still, US authorities did not relent 
Instead, they promised to attend the 
General Assembly session in Geneva

if it is eventually shifted from New 
York. It was an indication that a 
softening of position should not be ex­
pected. America’s quarcll with Araft 
is that PLO’s recent renunciation of 
terrorism, and implied recognition of 
Israel, are shrouded in ambiguous lan-

C773HE point, international legal au- 
U thonties say. however, is that 

whatever opinion Americans hold ot 
the PLO and its leader. Arafat, cannot 
be tendered as sufficient reason for 
breaching their agreement with the 
UN They are convinced, therefore, 
that if the world body, in the end, 
drags Washington before the Interna­
tional Court at the Hague, the Nether­
lands. the Americans will be indi­
cated, just as they were chastised, ear­
lier this year, in their unilateral 
attempt to close PLO’s UN office in 
New York

Apart from going against the head­
quarters agreement, the action of the 
US government is also believed to 
have contravened a number of stand­
ing international conventions and arti­
cles of the UN Charter Articles 104 
and 105 of the Charter, for instance, 
demand special legal privileges and 
immunities for representatives of UN 
members to enhance the performance 
of their functions. The denial of visa to 
Arafat (representing Palestinians) 
seems to have run contrary to the spirit 
of these provisions.

EjPHERE would, perhaps, have 
0 been none of the ongoing interna­

tional political and legal wranglings if 
what Yasser Arafat, the Palestine Li­
beration Organisation (PLO) chief, 
had applied for was indeed permission 
to be guest to the people and govern­
ment of the United States. To back up 
their rejection of the request, Amer­
icans would have rightly argued that 
they, like all independent peoples in 
the world, reserve the right to decide 
which visitor to let in, and which one 
to declare persona non grata.

What the PLO chairman wanted, 
however, was not to visit the United 
States per se but to attend the United 
Nations General Assembly special 
session on the Palestinian question 
(which holds at the UN headquarters 
in New York, United States). Arafat 
was billed to address the General 
Assembly last Thursday (December 1) 
on PLO’s newly unveiled policies, 
especially the declaration of an inde­
pendent state of Palestine.

Expectations, therefore, were that 
the State Department will have little 
difficulty making up its mind to issue 
Arafat with a visa. It did so 14 years 
ago, in 1974, even though Arafat had 
gone to the United Nations carrying 
“a gun and an olive branch ’’ This 
year, he says he has put away the gun. 
There were also editorials in some of 
America’s influential newspapers, in­
cluding the International Herald Tri­
bune, urging the authorities not to 
block Arafat’s trip. Above all else, the 
US is obliged under its 1947 head­
quarters agreement with the United 
Nations to let in all members and 
observer groups of the international 
body (the PLO falls under the latter 
groups).

It largely came as a shock, there­
fore, when, early last week, the US 
authorities still went ahead to deny 
Arafat the travel document. Except, 
perhaps, for Israel (which expectedly 
hailed the decision), the condemna­
tion of the State Department’s action 

I has been total. It came not just from 
such personalities and institutions as 
UN Secretary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar and the Organisation of Afri­
can Unity (OAU), but from some of 
the US staunch European allies, not­
ably France, Italy and Sweden. In fact, 
towards t"
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Supreme Soviet grants more powers to Gorbachev
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SOVIET UNION

B©©b£ u©[? [perestroika

At last Moscow agrees 
to discuss with Afghan rebels

; lost their lives 
led. The decis

, but also 
the Kabul

'•nublics 
id cynic- 
his cru-

the fundamental 
are not very < 
Mecca t< 
will proi 
to stem

, the ques- 
iorbachcv’s 

granted, 
with the

the reform plan, however, 
tion was not so much if Gc 
request should in the end be 
but what he intended to do 
extensive political powers he deman­
ded The fear, as highlighted by the 
speech of Arnold Ruutel, President of 
the Baltic Republic of Estonia, was 
that in whittling down the powers of

(members of the 
bandied words over

took a 
I agreed 

: with the 
luled be-

• Gorbachov: Moro powers

partment. The rebels themselves arc 
guarantees for the establishment of a 
representative government in Kabul, 
and the return of an estimated 3 mil­
lion Afghan refugees who not only 
fled the country in protest, u— — 
sworn never to return until tl 
government is unsitted.

The problem is whether the Soviet 
Union can meet the rebels’ demands 
without compromising its ideological 
and strategic interests. Observers 
agree that the prospects of a general 
reconciliation leading to the ending of 
socialist rule there and the enthron- 
ment of a pro-western regime arc part 
of what has remained Kremlin’s wor­
ries al along. It also explains some of 
the reasons why the May 15 Geneva 
accord (touted as a peace agreement) 
contained no concrete provisions 
aimed at reducing interference in the 
Afghan affairs or at resolving many of 

.cntal problems. Observers 
very optimistic, in fact, that the 
talks (for release of prisoners) 
wide the break-through needed 
t the deepening stalemate.

Dy Fem I Ogunyorr.l

the party, and heaping them on an 
executive president, "k also entailed 
the erosion of the powers of the repub­
lics in favour of Moscow. And this, 

rding to him, could breed misuse 
>wer in the hand of future Soviet

(j^OVlET authorities used to argue 
’QeJthat the war in Afghanistan is not 
between the Soviet Union and the Mu- 

| jahideen rebels and that as a result 
dialogue between both sides was un­
thinkable. Last week, they 1 
fresh look at the situation and 
to discuss prisoners’ exchange ’ 
rebels. A meeting was schedi 
tween a Soviet group headed by Depu­
ty Foreign Minister Yali Vorontsov 
and the rebels three-man delegation 

' led by Burhanuddin Rabbani, current 
leader of the seven-party Mujahideen 
alliance.

The Kremlin would probably not 
have given in that easily, but for the 
fact that the eight-year war has been 
rather costly in terms of men and 
material. It was confirmed in Moscow 

| that between 12,000 and 15,000 Soviet 
troops lost their lives, with 35,478 

| wounded. The decision to talk also

comes at a time the Soviet Union is 
seeing reduction of tensions and nor-* 
malisation of relations across the 
globe as the basis for Soviet economic 
reconstruction.

The negotiation itself being spon­
sored by Saudi authorities was a com­
promise between the Soviet position 
and the rebels’ contention all along, 
that the proper party to deal with is the 
Kremlin, not President Najibullah’s 
regime, which they claim is a puppet 
or a surrogate government. In short, 
the rebels have always seen the Krem­
lin as being the de jure power in Afgha­
nistan.

Bola Mustafa, a teacher of Interna­
tional Relations at the Lagos State 
University (LASU) told The African 
Guardian that the dialogue shows that 
lasting peace is possible in Afghanis­
tan, adding that the direct talk could 
lead towards a concrete agreement be­
tween the two parties.

The prisoners whose release Soviet 
authorities arc seeking are among the 
311 soldiers reported missing by 
General Alexei Lizichev, head of 
Soviet Army and Navy political de­

accord ii 
of po> 
leadci

It is not that Gorbachev has not 
attempted to allay some of these 
apprehensions which, in essence, bor­
der on the fear of domination by some 
of the Soviet minorities. (The country 
has over 100 ethnic groups). He has, 
on occasions, tried to reach out to 
leaders of the autonomous repi 
to erase some of the doubts and c 
ism over the real intention of h.i.__
sade for dcmocratisation of the Soviet 
system. But, no matter how hard he 
has tried, pockets of mistrust and 
suspicion still linger here and there. 
This, to a large extent, accounts for 
the present political tension in the Re­
public of Estonia, and the ethnic riots 
and blood-shed in Armenia, and 
Azerbaijan. In both cases, there is a 
common underlining fear by the 
minority of domination by the major­
ity. Thus, Estonians now demand far- 
reaching political independence, in­
cluding the right to veto any law pas­
sed in Moscow which affects them. 
And Armenians arc willing to die for a 
separate, autonomous republic of 
their own.

P VEN as the Soviet Chief, Mikhail 
IS Gorbachev, stood before the 
national parliament, the Supreme 
Soviet, mid last week, reports were 
that the ethnic dispute between the 
mainly moslem Azens and Christian 
Armenians was deepening. Tens of 
thousands of Azeris were said to be 
fleeing the Republic of Armenia into 
Azerbaijan, while the estimated 
200.000 Armenians in Azerbaijan 
were, in turn, crossing into the Arme­
nian Republic. Thus bringing to a 
head the recent deterioration in rela­
tions between the two ethnic groups 
which, for generations, have lived side 
by side.

What Gorbachev had sought and 
got from the Supreme Soviet, last 
Thursday, was a major shift of power 
from the Communist Party to an 
elected two-tier parliament to be cal­
led the Congress of Deputies. The 
Congress, in turn, is expected to elect 
a new head of state (president) who 
will be endowed with sweeping politic­
al powers.

As the Deputies 
Supreme Soviet)
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Bhutto ■ becomes first woman leader of Islamic Pakistan

By Abraham Ogbodo
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PAKISTAN

At last, a premier

If you loose count of the 
venues of the peace talks

n .

r -s0

• Dos Sai

Peace process 
still on course

tsPHE stalemate was eventually re- 
I solved, and a winner declared in 

the breath-taking political game. In­
terim president, Ghulan Ishaq Khan 
in a nation wide radio and television 
broadcast on December 1, gave 35 
year old Benazir Bhutto the green 
light to form a cabinet some two weeks 
after the results of the general election 
were announed. Thus making ’ 
first ever woman prime ministc 
Islamic nation.

Intellectua" 
grees (law ai 
ford and

South Africa has been 
particularly disturbed over 
the issue of effective moni­
toring and verification of 
the withdrawal.

ville. the Congolese capital 
to iron out fresh last minute 
hitches over the verification 
ot the Cuban pullout, and to 
formalise understanding ab­
out the Namibian independ­
ence issue

he was toppled in a military coup led 
by General Zia in July 1977. He was 
executed two years later on the order 
of Zia despite international plea for 
clemency. Benazir Bhutto had re­
mained in exile till the death of Zia last 
August in a mid air blast. Last week’s 
announcement of Bhutto as the pre­
mier only deflated a mounting tension 
experts feared would have culminated 
in a bloody civil protest. She all but 
openly implied such eventuality in her 
statements protesting the delay of the 
announcement. “The people have 
chosen me and their choice should be 
respected”, she had said on one occa­
sion.

Before the declaration however, 
few had any indication as to whether 
Benazir Bhutto or Nawaz Sharif, lead­
er of the Islamic Democratic Alliance, 
would win the tussle. Both leaders 
failed to win a clear majority in the

The dove perches 
on Sino-Soviet re­
lations

It is either a milestone, or 
the Chinese are up to some­
thing. Foreign Minister, 
Oian Qichcn, last Thursday 
became the first top ranking 
Beijing official to visit the 
Soviet Union in 31 years. 
Reciprocal visit by Qian’s 
Soviet counterpart, Eduard 
Shcvardndze is expected to 
pave way for a full blown 
Sovict-Sino summit some­
time next year.

The Chinese minister’s 
visit itself is seen as a signifi­
cant step tpowards the 
eventual settlement of the 
over 20-year-old rift be­
tween Beijing and Moscow. 
The conflict have principal­
ly been over ideological and 
strategic differences, lead­
ing to cross-border clashes 
in the 1960s and 1970s.

tally fortified with two de- 
ind government) from Ox- 

___ Harvard, Bhutto by this 
achievement has restored her late 
father’s, (Ali Bhutto’s) political legacy 
which was eclipsed for 11 years (1977 
— 1988) with the advent of former 
president Zia ul-Haq’s repressive reg­
ime. Ali Bhutto, founder of Pakistan 
People’s Party (PPP) ascended the 
premiership in 1971 and had stayed till

_________I
• Ms Bhutto- Dawn of a new era

November 16 parliamentary elections. 
Bhutto’s Pakistan People’s Party 
(PPP) clinched 93 seats, — 12 seats 
short of absolute majority — in the 
237-seat house (45 per cent of the total 
seats),while the Conservative Alliance 
led by Sharif captured 54 seats (27 per­
cent). The trouble thus began when 
both leaders laid claims to the pre­
miership.

By early last week, however—even 
before the historic announcement — 
the various issues appeared to have 
resolved themselves .In an unex­
pected move, Sharif withdrew from 
the race to settle for his job as chief 
minister in the Islamic province of 
Punjab.

between Angola, Cuba and 
South Africa, you will prob­
ably not be alone. The talks 
have been extremely 
mobile. Barely a fortnight 
ago, they were in Geneva 
where agreement on the 
phased withdrawal of an 
estimated 50,000 Cuban 
troops from Angola was 
agreed upon under 
Washington mediation. 
And last week, they con­
vened once again in Brazza-

came from Voice of Amer­
ica (VOA) and British 
Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) reports. On the 
whole, most of the papers 
gave the tour no more than 
a passing attention. VOA 
and BBC reports said he 
had bilateral talks spanning 
economic, scientific, cultu­
ral, educational and tech­
nical. Several agreements 
were said e been 
reached.

purpose (trip
H c* H E question was: what 

LI did President Babangi­
da go to do in Sierra-Leone 
and Liberia? Sources at 
Dodan Barracks said they 
couldn’t tell. They might 
have been stalling. But Ex­
ternal Affairs officials said 
they too had little idea. 
Newspapers and news­
magazines were not in­
formed of the trip. It was of 
course typical. Babangida's 
foreign tours have always 
been shrouded in secrecy. 
“I can’t imagine that the 
President’s handlers do not 
know that it pays to gencr- 

I ate publicity for his accom- 
I plishments in foreign poli­

cy,” lamented one obser­
ver. It was recalled that Ex- 

; ternal Affairs Minister, Ike 
' Nwachukwu was himself 
I once a journalist. But 

greatest embarrassment of 
! .the national media was that 
| the little they heard about 
' what the President was 
i doing in the two countries
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King of the caliphate rides the storm

*

■

i
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He reigns!

• Sultan Dasuki: Will give peace and harmony a front seat.

^#ES, Sultan Ibrahim Dasuki reigns. And the mandate is 
■ Allah’s, say his subjects, assorted friends, men and 

women of insatiable curiosity, benefactors of his fabled 
generosity, Sokoto Princes who, while the race was on, 
hedged and fenced with understandable enthusiasm for the 
crown they all had a legitimate right to but who now stoop 
before him to proclaim, in words and signs: “The crown fits 
you. May Allah keep it steady and bring forth multifold 
blessings and peace."

All the fuses blown shortly after and as a result of the 
transition of the aged and well loved Sultan Saddiq Abuba­
kar III, have been refitted. Peace has returned to the 
ancient town of Sokoto. Harmony too is on its way back; 
Sultan Dasuki says he is committed to letting both of them 
reign with him without discrimination.

“My people are iny people... they are my brothers. .. I 
am their father now." He promises a warm embrace for all 
saying that all those who sought to lead the Sultanate had a 
right to. The pride and pomp characteristic of such ascen­
dancy is not ab.'eni in Miyetti Allah (his private home 
where he still dwells) and the stadium-size palace, that is a 
working place of sorts for now. But there is strangely no 
victory dance or dinner by the victor who is trying very hard 
to forget the pain of the violence and the uninformed and 
loud whispers that greeted his emergence as Sultan.

Who did Allah ask the King makers to crown? The 
pious, the popular or the destined? We have found no proof 
that the Kingmakers spoke twice on this issue. Recom­
mended wisdom is to put your signature on substance and 
not apparitions.

The history ot political or religious succession, even in 
modern democracies, is a history ot treachery, intrigues, 
betrayals, plots, conspiracies and more often than not, 
blood-shedding. The more exalted and revered the throne, 
the more fierce the struggle to pluck it And there appears 
to be no written rules for succession in any political 
arrangement even when on the surface the polity is embel­
lished with a constitution. In this instance, what comes to 
play is the wise use of the discretionary powers ot the 
Kingmakers. The man who may be Sultan must be a male 
descendant (without exception) of Usman Dan Fodio. 
Ibrahim Dasuki is; being of the Buhan (one of five) 
lineage, although he is the first to ascend the throne from 
that line.

It could have been any of the other aspiring princes but 
the Kingmakers chose Dasuki. They are the authority and 
they have made an official statement to that effect. 
Chikena. With all the princes having paid homage, it is safe 
to declare that the Sultan Dasuki era has begun.

He has brought into the job, a vast knowledge of the 
Nigerian Republic, its complexities, its power setting, its 
peculiar role in Africa and the world. As a former diplo­
mat, Sultan Dasuki is aware (as he told us) that negotiation 
based on the pnhciplc of fairness, justice and truth arc the 
bedrock of resolving the most intricate of problems. His 
knowledge of grassroots administration, his immense
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"What has been 
done to me, I have 
forgiven the peo­
ple. But where the 
damaged property 
is not mine ... for 
me to take a deci­
sion, I think 1 will 
he going too far. ’ ’

Before 1981 when Dasuki became 
Chairman of the Nigerian Grams 
Board, he was a member of the Board 
of Directors of Afro Continental, an 
outfit set up by a lew of Sudanese des­
cent, Mr. Goan Although Dasuki was 
already getting five times more than 
the pay the grains board job offered, 
he quit Afro Continental because of a 
45-ycar-w.u  
country. Ironically, 
to serve the public thi
His friends rationalise this relationship: You don’t abandon 
a friend who came to the rescue of your people when they 
were in dire need.

Nigeria and Nigerians will have to live with the reality 
of Dasuki’s reign as Sultan. How well he rides the storm 
and streak of cynicism will be a matter for posterity.

But there is reason to 
for even in the face 
portraits pai.iU. 
old friends say, 
rumours with ci

Sultan Dasuki administered the nation’s oldest public 
corporation — the Nigerian Railway Corporation (NRC) 
for 12 years. For over 25 years, he has served as the 
Secretary-General of the Jumaatu Nasril Islam (Society for 
the Advancement of Islam). And since 1974, he has been the

achievements in business and the man­
agement of resources and his religious 
piety, arc obviously his strongest 
points. Of equal importance is his 
suave, but imperial disposition. These 
virtues are the hallmark of kings.and 
Dasuki who grew up in the shadow of 
kings cannot but be at home in the 
exercise of his influence and power.

Men with power, especially when 
their positions have divine import tend 
to forget that they are mere mortals.

hope this will not be so with Dasuki 
... of blatant lies, abundance of ugly 

lortraits painted by people who know little of him, as his 
’, he has remained calm and has refuted such 
candour

• Junaidu Mohammed, one of the king­
makers

j ---------- Supreme Council for Islamic
Affairs. Before he became Sultan, Dasuki was a defacto 
king as he had frequently attended the meetings of the 
Northern Emirs as well as the Northern Elders He is 
without question at home with the politics of the northern 

U~ -------1J-------• • • ;rjng the

)f peace.
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,v i.ie public that brought Dasuki and Goan together
--isrationalise this relationship’ You don’t abandon
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aristocracy and he would not have problems steer 
islamic associations he has headed on the course ol 
understanding and religious tolerance 

He combines the virtues of two 
great men that have gone beyond: Sir 
Ahmadu Bello, his mentor, whom he 
describes as great “and always willing 
to argue with you, listen and some­
times admit that you are right even 
though politically it is not good for 
him”; and of his predecessor, Sultan 
Abubakar III: ‘Even though you may * •
not be an official adviser, if you j.« g 
advised him and you were sincere, he 
was very willing to take your 
advice...he was a very simple man.” ■.

Dasuki doesn’t forget his friends. ’* 
For different reasons, he has been 
held up to ridicule for being a friend 
to, and business associate of, a man of 
a different faith. Inspite of the press­
ure, that relationship has not been 
severed.

■MIO reach Sultan Dasuki, wc g." in touch with his 
M daughter, Fatima, wife of a Lafi.s insurance broker, 
™ Mr. Yomi Edu. Fatima was al first hesitant. The 

press, she claimed, had spread so many untruths about the 
succession struggle in Sokoto. The pre .s had been "nega­
tively partial” and in any case, her father needed time to 
carry on with the immediate task of bringing back amity 
among ‘his brothers’. “He would be fine all by his own 
without you people”, Mrs Edu told us.

Politely, we pressed on. At some point, she got on the 
telephone and called her father who said we could come 
over to Sokoto and that he would speak with us if wc could 
reach him before time for Friday prayers (Jumat, Novem­
ber 25). We thought we could but we were not to leave 
Lagos until 1.45 p.m. (well after prayers) that day.

Trouble number one: We were late. Dasuki is fussy about 
punctuality. He picked it up from the late Sardauna. Wc met 
at Miyctti Allah at dusk. “I thought you were coming 
earlier.” Sorry your Highness, Blah, Blah, Blah.. .’’ 
Nigeria Airways changed it’s flight schedule on that 

very day so, a 9 a.m. slot had been 
moved to 1.30 p.m. And, you may 
want to know, the number of flights 
from Lagos to Sokoto has been cut 
from four to three a week.

A new wrinkle formed a pattern on 
his forehead but it disappeared as fast 
as Andrews Liver Salt embraces wa­
ter. Reason: Sokoto already had very 
few flights and, well, the Sultan would 
look into that later.

On his bidding we were to retire and 
come for the interview at 8 a.m. the 
next day but a sea of visitors ensured 
the Sultan did not speak to us until 
8.35 p.m. that day. It was to be his 
"last press interview for now." Read 
on:



Excerpts of the Sultan's interview with The African Guardian:
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Immediately after, we heard the news item that one of the 
kingmakers had denied it. That is all that I know.

How do the kingmakers name a new Sultan?
The kingmakers, they don’t give one name. They give 

at least three. In fact, they will make a list and prepare the 
criteria Normally, they are given the criteria. Even in the 
colonial days when somebody dies, even the Emir, they will 
write to the selectors and say we want a person of this, this 
... quality. Tire kingmakers will then submit a list to the 
Council of Chiefs who will pick three and say “any of the 
three, we are prepared to work with,” and they pass it on to 
the government.

They have to take into consideration the type of person 
:y want to work with. And in the case of the Sultan, this is 
lat happened. Also, 1 heard three names were submitted 

and the names were passed on to the Council of Chiefs
’' up of Emirs of Gwandu, Yauri and Zuru ... They had 

nsider because whoever emerges is going to be their 
leader, l ie is going to preside over their own meetings and 
guide them also. He will then be the Chairman of the 
council. They deliberated and then my name emerged.

On national unity:
Well, I am only grateful to Allah that he has given me 

this opportunity because the question of national unity to

On allegations that the family of the late Sultan had 
been sacked from the palace.

Well eh ... not only in Sokoto but everywhere that I 
know, at least in the North, when you are an Emir or you 
are a Sultan, you live in an official house and when you 
cease to hold that position, you have to vacate the house. 
That is the pattern, even in government service and private 
organisations.

In this respect, I am working to get the family of the 
late Sultan resettled. And not only that, if I cannot raise 
their standard of living from what it has been, while I am 
alive, in sha Allah, I will see that it does not fall lower than it 
has been.

On whether he would intervene in the quest for endur­
ing peace, on behalf of those detained as a result of the furore 
generated by his emergence as Sultan:

I have pleaded with the government to help them and 
make things as easy as possible. So, it is not only Shehu 
Malami (released on his intervention) but also others be­
cause they are all my people. It is my responsibility to see 
that their hard suffering is reduced to the minimum and I 
pleaded with the government to be lenient to all including 
your colleagues — the journalists. What the government 
would do, I am not in a position to say it, but I am pleading.

On reconcilliation with Malami:
He is my nephew. If after death, people look for their 

relations, you may as well look for them before you die and 
that’s the way I look at it. So, I try to communicate with my 
relations when I am alive rather than wait until I die.

On general amnesty for those implicated in the riots:
Well, what you are saying is a different matter which is 

outside our own jurisdiction. What was done to me, I have 
forgiven the people. But where the damaged property is 
not mine, but other people’s; for me to take a decision, I 
think I will be going too far. I have gone as far as I could go 
— that is to plead with the authorities to be lenient with 
these people and to ensure that justice is done. Otherwise, 
no personal grudge is brought into the matter.

On the riot:
This is normal in life. I don’t expect everybody to 

accept me. Hardly, you can find a person who will be 
acceptable to everybody. Even our great prophet Moham­
med was belittled by his own people in Mecca. He had to 
flee to Medina. So, how much more of my poor self. I think 
it is absolutely wrong for one to think that he will be 
acceptable to everybody.

What led to the disturbances?
It is very difficult for me to tell you what had happci 

Of course, I heard it as you did. We were sitting in that ’ 
hall that you see there, receiving sympathisers and we were 
supposed to be there for at least three days, that is Wednes­
day, Thursday and Friday. But in the case of an important 
personality like the Sultan, we have to spend more days 
because many more people will be coming.

It was when the kingmakers started preparing — mak­
ing their recommendations and whilst we were sitting there 
in the morning on Friday — one of my daughters called all 
the way from Lagos to ask if a new Sultan had been 
appointed; and I said how? She said it had appeared in the 
Daily Times in Lagos. And I said not to my knowledge. It

was in the morning before I left for the palace. There in the 
palace, while we were still receiving sympathisers, we 
heard from the other hall people shouting, saying that a 
new Sultan had been appointed. Well, we all looked at one 
another because some of the kingmakers were just sitting 
opposite us. By our own tradition, we sit down, everybody 
will come and pay homage. It is not the question of you just 
announcing that a new Sultan has been turbannec* 
don’t do it like that.

So that’s what I know. And when I saw the palace was 
so crowded, and was told a Sultan had been turbanned and 
had gone to the tomb of Usman Dan Fodio, I said, no. We 
couldn’t say how that could have happened because it is not 
part of the way it is done. Soon after, it was 10 o’clock on 
Friday and we all had to disperse and go to the mosque.
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“Islam does not encourage anybody to go and 
beg. Islam encourages everbody to go and work 
hard to sustain his living’’

I

llpny

managei 
ways bee 
was no for 
with which 
chairman, 
me to do? ; 
the 
time 
exc

I
But the question is, nowadays, how 
many people would get the money and 
they will tell you they have made the 
profit. That is another thing. But as I 
said earlier, the laws of Nigeria arc 
there — laid down, even before I came 
into Nigeria....laughter ...So these 
laws are made by people in govern­
ment and it is the ruler of heaven who 
made these people become the rulers 
of Nigeria.
On the Zionist connections:
Now, you talked about somebody. 
Mr. Goan of NICON/NOGA. Mr.

oan, I believe is Jewish origin, a 
idanese of Jewish origin. This is the 
story of events I leamt later. He was 
the Sudan, in the army and later, he 

moved to Switzerland and obtained 
Swiss nationality. Now my first con­
nection with him was in 1967 because 
in Geneva, he established himself as 
the biggest buyer of African produce. 
So he was operating in Nigeria, Gha­
na, Senegal; right across West Africa, 
and I believe he has been operating in 
Nigeria, wayback the early ’60s as a

ement or the board of the rail- 
scause Nigeria is Nigeria: there 

ireign exchange at that time 
ch to buy spare pans. As 

nan, what did anybody expect 
do? .Not just the railways, even 

government of Nigeria at that 
me, was having problems of foreign 
(change.

Of banking and Islam’s teaching
I on lending:
| Yes, the Isamic way of banking is 
I different from the Western. Again, 

this is what the government of Nigeria 
has approved. I either follow what the 
government approved or I rise against 
the government of Nigeria. Which one 
should I do? Which one would you 
advise me to do? Because this is a pat­
tern which is stablished and it is only

I by persuassion it would be corrected;
I and it is not advisable for anyone to 
I rise against what government 

approves?
You are supposed to correct things 

physically where you have the power and 
authority to do so. If you haven’t, you try

me is not something that I am just starting. It’s been part of 
my life, part of things I may do and all the things that you 
see there (his official curriculum vitae). I just found myself 
moving from one area to another. As you said, the political 
side, foreign affairs side, the business, the economic side 
the religious side, the local government side almost every 
side. I think this is what 1 can call "the plans by Allah;” not 
me because I never knew that I 'rill live to be what I am 
today.Somehow, I found myself in various activities of life. 
For example the 1963 census, I found myself a member 
representing the North and uptill now, it is the only census 
that has been accepted. I have an open mind in the Islamic 
way because I am always guided by islamic injunctions and 
as we always say, Islam is a way of life, it is not just you go 
and pray or you go and fast and celebrate. So whatever you 
see me do I am not just doing it. I am just following the 
pattern which has been set up by Islam.

His involvement in business; records at Gusau Oil Mill 
and the Nigeria Railway Corporation:

Now, if you go and invest in an organisation, you mean 
to say if anything goes wrong because of your own invest­
ment there, apart from your capital, your character is also 
tarnished on account of whatever the management of the 
organisation might do? That's one.

Secondly, until now, I don’t know who has ever proved 
that the Gusau Oil Mill was not run in the correct manner, 
none to my knowledge till now.

Regarding the railways, I was there for 14 years — I 
was a director for six years before I was made the chairman 
for eight years. I was given the chairmanship during the 
civil war and that was when I can say a considerable number 
of coaches and wagons and spares were not available, and 
the railway had to manage. You just think of those times. 
Still, after the war, my first responsibility in that direction 
was to try to re-absorb those that had to flee because as at 
that time,... the Eastern line was not functioning and I had 
to travel at my own risk in the course of my trying to 

I rehabilitate the lines.
I I don’t know whether it was the fault of either the 

»

to get to those people who might be able to help. You will pray 
for whatever line you are supposed to take. So there «» 
differenct stages. Now, in this respect, I found myself in the 
last stage because I was not in authority. The only thing I did 
was to pray. And as a matter of fact, if people understand the 
Islamic way of banking, I am sure they will all deposit because 
in Islam you don’t go to someone and give him money to take 
and say bring me so much. No. At first you will agree. They will 
give you the money. You go and work then you will agree on 
how to share the profit when you make it.
Is that how BCCI operates? (He is chairman of its board).

No. It is not. BCCI is operating along the Western system. '
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al. This is how the Sultan became the 
President General. It is established in 
the constitution of the Supreme Coun­
cil for Islamic Affairs that the Sultan 
shall be the President General.
On religious crises in the country:

zuliar to Nigeria. They do 
to place. But one can 

ledge of the religions.
: be working for certain 
jus sentiments to achieve 

>est of my knowledge, the 
igeria — i^lamic and 

:aches violence. There- 
»the making of certain

stand This. In 1962 the latc^uharTl 

when he was alive, together with other 
people, first met the moslem organisa­
tions. infact all the time you find diffe­
rent Islamic organisations. And the 
fact is that that shouid't be. There 
should be a sort of organisation which 
will bring everybody to one fold for 
better understanding and infact they 
say "United we stand, divided we fall” 
and therefore established the Jamaatu 
Nasril Islam.
Now historically 
the leader in the r 
ceeded Usman Dan Fodio who de­
fined the Islamic way of life in the past 
and established the caliphate. So it is 
not surprising if the Sultan becomes 
the leader of Jamaatu Nasril Islam. 
And then later, in 1974. we worked 
and established the Nigerian Supreme 
Council for Islamic Affairs, I worked 
hard to establish it under the platform 
of Jamaatu Nasril Islam and invited 
leaders from various organisations 
that came all the way from down 
south.
Eventually when the Supreme Council  for Islamic Affairs emerged, the rep­
resentatives decided there that the 

“Now, as a human being, would Sultan should be the President Gener- 

you ever forget somebody who

But that’s not enough. First, you must have it at the state 
level for those states that want it. What’s happening now is 
that those against it arc saying those who want it should not 
have it. It is not realistic for you in Akwa-Ibom to say to me 
in Sokoto that I should not have Sharia even though 1 want 
it. It is more of politics in nature. The attitude now is to use 
it for bargaining strength. You cannot deny anybody the 
right to appeal under any judicial system. It is not proper to 
bargain with a question of faith.
What qualifies the Sultan to lead Nigerian moslems?

The Sultan didn’t say he’s the leader. 1 want you topnder-

------- 1—■—•— *"_,-cd you un-
is circumstance? Secondly, I think 

tant Americans, I can say, 
them. So if because someboc.

expect he would do, will j
I they arc also people of the

lot, it is left to you, as a true 
vc’donc the right thing to 
’ "reduce buyer. Not only 
■u.esting in Nigeria; up till

produce buyer. .tm
And in 1967, wc (Nigeria) had this ' 
problem: Wc had 100,000 tonnes of 
groundnut (old crop) and we had not 
marketed anything whatsoever and 
the new season was coming. Wc were 
all very worried. I was heading the ’ 
Marketing Board. My officials men­
tioned one Mr. Goan. I was told he 
was the biggest buyer of African 
groundnuts and I said I wanted to see 
him. 1 sent him an invitation, he came, 
he met me in Kano. I told him that I 
got these groundnuts: the oil millers in 
Kano, the world market, no one 
wanted them. That is how I came to 
know him. We had to sell the stock to 
enable us to buy new crops for our 
farmers.
He saw with me. He did two thinj 
which I will ever remain p 
him. And of course, all Niger 
know will ever remain gratel 
ly, the ruling price on that day’ 
market was 56 pounds, 10 shilli 
tonne but he agreed to buy i 
100,000 tonnes of new crops t 
us of the pressure. That w: 
came to know him. And when the civil 
war came in, he disappeared. But after 
the war he came back. He lot 
me. At that time I had alreadj 
marketing board. I was with 
ways.

Now,as a human being,would 
forget somebody who has helpcc 
der this circumstance? Secondly 
all the imports 
almost all of th 
and because of what I < 
away from him; aftcrall

So whether this is a Zionist or nc 
Nigerian, to decide whether I have 
welcome him when he came in as a pre 
that, this is the man who has been inves 
now 
On Sharia:

Many people do not understand what the argument is. 
Shana is there in the Constitution The question is the Appeal 
Court In the past, provision was made for anybody tried under 
the Shana system to go up to Kaduna for appeal.At that time, 
each region had its own constitution. That is why the 1979 
Constitution allows states to establish Sharia Courts if they 
wanted it.

Well, religious crises are not peculiar ic 
happen from time to time, and from place to 
say maybe what is lacking is proper knowku 
Either that, or some people might ’ 
purposes. Some can use their rehgioi 
their desired goals because to the be: 
two religions that are predominant in Nij 
chnstian religions — none of them prea 
fore, if you sec any violence then it is 
individuals for religious disturbances. 
Our alms:

Islam does not encourage anybody to go and beg. Islam 
encourages everybody to go and wotk hard to sustain his 
living. People are not supposed to start begging but you might 
find people who are handicapped for one reason or another. In 
other countries, they are being looked after by the nation. But 
in Nigeria, uptill now they arc being left to their own 
families and where their families are also poor, then they 
take to begging.

In fact, if the proper Islamic way is established, (Sakkat) 
whereby after a certain level of income, not only monetary 
income, but also produce — cattle, sheep and others — there 
are certain things iVhich you have to give to the treasury for this 
purpose. One of them is maintaining the poor. But it is not 
being done now. I hope I will try to take the initiative to 
persuade moslems to go back to the mandatory practice be­
cause if we do it wc should be able to raise millions with whch 
we could use to look after the poor. But I can assure you, if you 
find everybody begging, this is not Islam.
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Ostentation among Nigerians:
There is one aspect of our life that I have been criticising 

ever since 1 was a young officer. I believe wc have misplaced 
our priorities. Now, a young man just finishing from a universi­
ty (until recently when it has become very difficult to obtain 
cars), you find his first priority is to obtain a car. And so he has 
something to move around but he has nowhere to sleep (laugh­
ter); and to me that is misplacing the priority. Somehow, we 
grew up with that and wc have been working, spending all our 
fortunes to maintain old cars rather than saving and building a 
house in which to live. I am glad now circumstances are forcing 
us to re-adjust and take the right course. I don’t think many 
people when they finish the university will think of cars. I think 
their priority now is motor-bike (laughter).

About hajj:
Em... many people think that the govc>i>i» 

ing hajj operations. In fact, it is the other way i 
hajj operations that are, subsidising the Nigeri 
believe me, I will be quite ready to say that if the | 
would say today “you the Supreme Council for Isk

The furore in some sections of the country over our mem­
bership of the OIC:

Which are the sections? (Largely, the Christian sections).
Well, the ones who have not been informed by their 

representatives because I served in the panel that looked into 
the implications of Nigeria joining the OIC and we made our 
views and submitted our recommendations. In the final analy­
sis, we didn’t find it necessary to recommend to Nigeria to 
withdraw from OIC. Our report was signed by both moslems 
and Christians.

There is one thing which many people do not see even 
today. Nigeria has been a member of OIC as an observer for 15 
years before joining. But one thing again, of the 16 members of 
the ECOWAS, 11 are OIC members. There are 22 members of 
OAU who are also members of the OIC. Because it is more of 
an economic arrangement than a religious arrangement. 
There are countries whose presidents are Christians and they 
attend the meeting of OIC. And for Nigeria, being the largest 
country in West Africa, to rely on small countries like Gabon, 
Cameroun, Chad, Niger who are also members of OIC to pass 
on whatever ideas they have, I think it is embarrassing — 
Nigeria, the giant in the sun.

So, many people do not even seem to understand 
They are only being sentimental because this is what they 
have been told. Our panel never recommended (he with­
drawal because we found no justification whatsoever. All 
the Christian members signed this recommendation. They 
all signed. Okogie ... all the Christian members. They all 
signed.

On severed diplomatic relations between Israel and 
Nigerian:

That is more of a political thing because the question of 
the relationship with Israel, I believe, is a result of a deci­
sion by OAU. I wouldn’t like to be involved in internation­
al politics.

On traditional rulers and government:
Anybody with tradition will not call for the scrapping 

of traditional institution. No matter how advanced you are, 
you still like to retain your identity. If today 1 call you a 
Japanese, how would you look at me? Woulld you accept 
it? Certainly not because you want to retain your identity as 
a Nigerian.

Now we had our own traditional institutions long be­
fore the coming of the British coloniser? and wc have been 
working and we have been improving on those institutions 
and for anybody to say they exploit the masses — how arc 
they exploiting the masses? Because now I am sure if you go 
round this country you will find some traditional rulers who 
have been there 20 years, 30 years, fourty years. Apart 
from official house and the official car, they have nothing. 
But who’s exploiting whom? And are the masses saying 
that they arc being exploited? The answer is NO. I have , 
never heard it because if you go to every palace, you will see 
how people troop to seek the assistance of the traditional 
rulers to obtain their legitimate rights.

Unity among moslem sects:
I hope to strengthen the work of the Supreme Council 

for Islamic Affairs which is working very hard, to bring the 
various organisations under one umbrella. If we are able to 
bring them under one umbrella it will be better. At any 
rate, as I have said, there arc five pillars of Islam; every­
where you go in the world, there are only five. And the 
Quoran is only one, so this question of interpretation does 
notarise. I think by people coming closer, we might be able 
to improve greatly.

i pilgrimage, you arrange 
*”■ you can find the char- 
-n-iieve the Nigerian pil- 
.l , jpget. you

I to 30,000 
)ut caring for

you arrange for your pilgrims to go on 
charters, you go and charter whereever yc 
ter, without the Nigeria Airways, I belie 
grim will pay less. Of course, there is the consular as°i 
cannot expect Nigerian government to see 20,000 i 
thousand Nigerians going to a foreign land withoi 
them. That aspect the govcmmnt is going to look into no 
matter where you are going to.

On the Advisory Council on Religous Affairs:
The body was cstabhshed on the recommendation of a 

panel that looked into the question of the OIC. One of the 
recommendations made was to establish such a body — a 
forum, so that moslems and Christians can sit down and discuss 
issues of the OIC. Since then, the decree establishing that body 
has been promulgated. When wc found that there were certain 
improvements that could be made to the decree, we made 
some suggestions to the Federal Government. Those sugges­
tions have been accepted and the decree amended accordingly. 
And it was only a week or so that the council met. Although I 
was not there, it was repo-'-'4 ------- **--•
satisfied with the provisior 
meet in January.
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Dwindling oil fortunes, naira 
value, paint a gloomier year

Promises of 
more pains

Budget 
’89:

• CBN Governor Ahmod and (right) Finance and Economic Minister Chu Okongwu: 
Harder times

:tcd to reflate 
to generatin'’ 
eck inflati

I tion’s balance of payments 
corded a deficit of N( 
the first half of this yeai 
N2.842.8 million in the <

Nigt 
months < 
cess 
ment, held out hi{ 
nation in 1988, 
threshold of a “ 
sustained develop 
on the land ana 
people.”

Although General Babangida’s sub­
tle recourse to the people’s sense of 
patriotism was seen as timely, judging 
from events of the recent past in which 
a mere complaint of hardship was mis­
construed to mean an open chaUenge 
to government, he however went on to 
urge Nigerians to bear resolutely, any 
further hardships and sacrifices, 
"knowing that we are now getting 
closer to the great country of our 
aspirations where the economy is self- 
reliant, strong and dynamic.”

The 1988 budget, perhaps the most 
widely discussed economic document 
in the nation’s budgetary history, eli­
cited varying comments and inter­
pretations from the nation’s formi­
dable tribe of 100 million economists, 
some taunting the budget as the 
greatest thing that has happened to the 
nation since oil,and others denouncing I f°r consolidatio 
it as a well crafted master plan by the al policies and pro{ 
fabled economists at the International After 11 months 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World 
Bank to sell Nigeria to the highest

bidder.
The nationwide interest generated 

by the budget was a natural reaction to 
the harsh times during which govern­
ment actions were treated with suspi­
cion and seen to be laced with ill mo­
tives. The budget, according to 
General Babangida, was expected to 
consolidate the "gains^ of the Structu­
ral Adjustment Programme (SAP) 
which was designed to restructure and 
diversify the productive base of the 
economy in order to reduce depend­
ence on oil exports.

The budget was expect 
the economy with a view to generating 
more employment, check inflation 
which was skybound, promote econo­
mic growth through generous incerr- 
tives to manufacturers to source their 
imputs locally and stimulate inflow of j 
capital from foreign investors and 
Nigerians with hard currency stashed 
away in the bank vaults of Europe and 
America. It was not only an economic 
document, it also gave the President 
an opportunity to announce the poli­
tical programmes lined up to usher in 
the Third Republic. “The year 1988", 
General Babangida said, "also 
embracing the last lap of our Structu­
ral Adjustment Programme, may best 
be seen as one of contingent planning 
for full consolidation of the transition- 

sgrammes.”
__  _______ is of operation the 

performance of the budget, according 
to the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN)

IMBHE darkest part of the night, 
H President Ibrahim Babangida 
■ told the nation in his 1988 

budget speech, is just before dawn. 
Perhaps what the President forgot fb 
add was that it is also the period whan* 
humanity finds comfort in snoozeland, 
throwing away the worries of the dying 
day and fantasizing, the for­
tunes and failures that come in the 
dawn.

The President apparently in a bib to 
assuage the growing army of restive 
Nigerians which sprouted after 18 

tbs of what he admitted was a pro­
of ‘painful* structural adjust­

ent, held out high hopes that the 
ition in 1988, stood regally on the 

“new era of healthier, 
opment process based 
id labour of our own

half-year report was a mixbag of mod­
est success and unfulfilled drcams. 
According to CBN, although agricul­
ture and industry recorded 3.7 per 
cent and 8.3 per cent growth respec­
tively, a large chunk of this growth 
was eroded by substantial increases in 
the general price level. This widened 
the deficit gap, swept thousands of 
jobs away while closing avenues for 
new ones and fuelling industrial unrest 
which had to be repressed with the big 
stick since there were hardly any car­
rots left to keep labour in the line.

The report says that prices went up I 
steeply in the first five months by 15.7 
per cent and 23.9 per cent over and 
above the averages of the first months 
of 1987 respectively. Unemployment 
figures, the CBN reports, showed an 
increase of 22.5 per cent over the fi­
gure recorded during the same period 
in 1987. During the first five months, 
disagreement between workers and 
managements over wages and salary 
adjustments and the workers revolt 
over the increase in the prices of pet­
roleum products resulted in "marked 
deterioration in industrial relations.” 
The period witnessed 66 trade dis­
putes involving 49 work stoppages as 
against only seven in the comparable 
period of 1987.

The CBN report reveals that the na-
" position re- 

<6,599.9 million in 
ir compared to 
corresponding
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• cent of Federal 
ture with a total 

>ation shrinking 
on compared to I

period of 1987 while debt servicing 
payments gulped N5.963.7 million or 
45.7 per cent of Federal government 
expenditure with a total debt service 
obligation shrinking to N100.883.0 
million compared to N2.571.5 million 
in the same period of the previous 
year.

Although the deficit margin con-

• Difficult mass moVomont: No solution

omplish.”
Essien-Ibok, points to the growing 

unemployment even with the much 
vaunted promises of the National 
Directorate of Employment (NDE) 
said to have created 500,000 jobs. 
“The situation of unemployment,” 
according to him, has been worsened 
because both the private and public 

r- '

sectors have been trapped,” adding 
that they “can’t expand because of the 
constraints of foreign exchange shor­
tages. What we are saying now,” 
Essicn-Ibok says, “is a high cost of 
living reflected by high prices of every­
thing including food. This does not re­
flect on the accurate vision of the eco­
nomy, it is an indictment of the 1988 
budget.”

Although the budget, was projected 
to stimulate growth through monetary 
and fiscal policies, especially the use of 
deficits including the N2.5 billion spe­
cial reflation package, there is no 
evidence that such growth was realised. 
Finance and Economic Development 
Minister Dr. Chu S.P-. Okongwu had 
said that the budget was designed to 
“promote output, enhance capacity 
utilisation, mitigate the unemploy­
ment situation and bring about an im­
provement in the general living stan­
dard.”

In retrospect, however, it was not all 
gloom.The CBN report says that there 
has been modest growth in output 
especially in the manufacturing sector, 
agriculture and oil drilling. The Manu­
facturers Association of Nigeria 
(MAN), the resitve body clamouring 
for government protection against 
foreign subsidized imports, dumping 
and unbridled free market forces 
admitted that there has been “slow 
growth of the economy.” The manu­

facturing sector, MAN however says, 
failed to respond adequately to the 
measures to enhance indust­
rial capacity utilisation, increased pro­
duction, creation of more jobs due to a 
barrage of old and new constraints.

Dr. Shamsudeen Usman, general 
manager of Corporate Banking Divi­
sion, N AL Merchant Bank in a review 
of the 1988 budget, says that any small 
gains in real growth however, were 
achieved at the cost of increased strain 
in government finances and balance of 
payments. "There were also serious 
inflationary pressures occasioned by 
excessive growth in the money supply, 
largely from uncontrolled credit ex­
pansion”. Dr. Usman notes that Pres- 
dent Babangida’s hope that the 1988 
budget would reflate the economy in a 
non-inflationary way has not been 
realised. This he says gives credence to 
views expressed that the reflationary 
package like the Mass Transit Prog­
ramme and increased tariffs to prop up 
local manufacturers were just a 
“populist ploy” employed by the gov­
ernment to disguise the social tension 
in the nation in 1987.

The Nigerian Association of 
Chambers of Commerce, Industry, 
Mines and Agriculture (NACCIMA) 
in a pre-1989 budget memorandum to 
the Federal Government,laments the 
woes of the 1988 budget. In the monet­
ary sector, NACCIMA says that the 
plight of the naira has oscillated from 
one extreme to the other. This it ex­
plains, was from “perceived gross 
over-valuation of the naira befor SAP 
to apparent gross under-valuation 
under FEM.”

This situation according to NACCI­
MA, has been accentuated by the em­
ergence of three different markets and 
rates — that is the Auctions, Auton­
omous and Parallel markets and this 
has caused confusion and anxiety in 
business circles. The Autonomous 
market according toNACCIMA rec­
ords a margin of an average of over 55 
per cent the auctioning rate while the 
parallel market rate is about 20 per 
cent above the autonomous market.

The overall effect of these undisci­
plined and unpoliced financial system 
was “a huge reflation package of N2.5 
billion” which has been used to fuel 
the importation of those goods cur­
tailed by the budget, accentuate infla­
tion and send the naira reeling on the 
ground. NACCIMA says although the 
1988 budget was meant to reflate the 
economy without inflating it further, 
“all the major policies are inflation­
ary.” It adds that not only are fiscal 
and income policies expansionary,

tinued to widen, 
ment, did not sit < 
intervened to reduce the margin with 
one of the rcflationary measures of 
the budget — the Mass Transit Prog­
ramme — coming under the axe. 
Out of the N700 million voted for the 
programme to case urban and rural 
transport difficulties caused by high 
cost of petroleum products, shortage 
of vehicles and spare parts, the Feder­
al Government sliced off 60 per cent of 
the amount voted for the programme. 
Even then, the deficit gap got wider, 
with federally retained revenue in­
creasing by 32.2 per cent (N7.597 mil­
lion) in the first six months of this year 
while expenditure rose to 87 per cent 
(N13.043.0 million) when compared 
with the same period of 1987. The 
overall deficit according to the CBN, 
was N5.445.8 million as against 
N1,250.4 million in the same penod of 
1987.

Apart from the unpalatable 
released by CBN, Nigerians v, 
remember that within the p—: 
pie queued up for the first 
the civil war ended, to 
staples like garri, a situation blamed 
on smuggling and exportation. 
Dr. Asjikpo Essien-Ibok, executive 
director of Korporatc Image Planners 
in Ikeja, Lagos says the outcome of 
the 1988 budget, was “A complete re­
versal of what it was set out to acc
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manufacturers.
Usoro’s view, derives some cre­

dence from the Central Bank report 
on sectoral allocation of foreign ex­
change under SFEM and FEM from 
January 1987 to June 1988. According 
to the report released on November 
15, by Victoi Odozie. a deputy gov­
ernor of the bank, the industrial sec­
tor, was allocated $2,573.60 million 
representing 61.52 per cent. A break­
down of the allocation shows that 
$1,401.40 million (33.50 per cent) 
went to raw materials $1.172.20 (28.02 
per cent) went to machinery; $20.80 
million (0.50 per cent) went to agricul­
ture, $1,152.10 million (27.54 percent) 
was allocated to unspecified finished 
goods while services gulped N436.60 
million (10.44 per cent).

monetary and credit policies did not 
provide any restraint

NACClMA’s complaints appear 
supported from statistics released by 
the Federal Office of Statistics FOS on 
retail price indices Accoridng to FOS, ma­
jor food items recorded price in­
creases of between 50 and 199 per 
cent. According to the report, be­
tween April 1987 and April 1988, the 
prices of staple food rose by 79.1 per 
cent while composite consumer index 
increased by 35.3 per cent over the 
same period. The report says that 
apart from the upsurge in the prices of 
food and other goods and services in 
the first half of the year, the fall of the 
naira has continued to fuel inflatiop 
through the importation of all sorts of 
goods.

Nigeria’s international credit rating 
the report adds, was still floating be­
tween the lower rung and the middle 
although some Western creditors have 
agreed to reschedule a fraction of the 
debt estimated at N130 billion. 
Abioye Oyeleke, managing partner 
with Akintola Williams and Company 
told The African Guardian that “some 
areas of the 1988 budget do not appear 
to have yielded the desired results. 
High on the list, Oyclexe says aic the 
measures intended to bring down in­
flation and the cost of living. He says 
that despite the import duty exemp­
tion on fish caught in both Nigeria’s 
territorial waters and distant waters by 
Nigerian-owned vessels and the en­
couragement given to the agricultural 
sector through tax reliefs, the resul­
tant increase in output has not been 
significant enough to force prices 
down.

inferior 
saboteui 
budget, 
smuggle 
saboteurs

But Mrs. Ngozi Okenwa, managing 
director of Vicky Saloon and Boutique 
at Palmgrove Lagos, says the econo­
mic politics of SAP as articulated in 
the 1988 budget have made business 
very difficult for her. Okenwa says her 
customers have been unable to buy 
her clothes which are imported from 
the United States because of the 
naira’s plunge. against the United 
States dollar. “Whereas sales were 
down in 1987", she says “it has been 
worse in 1988”.

Although the 1988 budget has 
meant more pains to more people, in­
dications are that 1989 will be more 
painful The Minister of Budget 
Affairs in the Presidency, Alhaji Abu­
bakar Alhaji, gave indications last 
week of the direction of the 1989 
budget In a message to the seminar 
organised by the Nigerian Economist, 
Alhaji notes the continuous fall in the 
oil marketn which analysts fear coaid 
reach an all time low of $10 per barrel 
during the first quarter of 1989. In view 
of government’s commitment to the 
political piogramme, observers be­
lieve the recurrent expenditure would

The fall of the naira according to 
government economists was in 
1988, expected to boost export of 
locally made goods but according to 
Mr. Henry Ogwah, secretary of the 
Association of Nigerians Exporters, 
the miserable plight of the internation­
al commodity market, has thrown a 
clog in the wheel of export promotion. 
Ogwa says although quite a handful of 
exporters were able to manoeuvre 
through strict export regulations, "the 
level of achievement is not satisfac­
tory”. He bl ames this on societal ilk 
and lack of adequate government in­
centives.

For Professor Eno J. Usoro, the 
short comings of the 1988 budget, 
which he described as a product of 
“strange and alien external phe­
nomenon”, can be traced to the struc­
ture of the political economy.

Usoro who reflected on the budget
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last week at a seminar organised by the 
Nigerian Economist in Lagos, says 
that the nation’s economy being 
steered along “neo-classical Keyne­
sian theories", has in built constraints 
that render unguided free market op­
erative mechanism invalid. Usoro 
cited the “import-oriented and depen­
dent nature of the economy for the 
non-rcalisation of policy plans and 
programmes. He says because the na­
tion’s economy is weak and dependent 
on raw materials for domestic produc­
tion, it is virtually impossible for it to 
be regulated. The modest gains of the 
1988 budget in terms of increased pro- 
duction,Usqro says, can be traced to 
the use of the local inputs by some

Usoro says because of the mis­
application of values, government 
policies meant to deregulate trade, ex­
change rates, domestic prices, interest 
rates, privatisation and commer­
cialisation, have not so far yielded the 
desired results. Mr. Emeka Osuji, 
head. Corporate Affairs, Internation­
al Merchant Bank, believes the prob­
lem was “the apparent inability of real 
output to respond to the reflationary 
intentions of the budget".

Osuji adds that there was also the 
problem of “rigidity” in the produc­
tive sector and cites the shortage of 
foreign exchange, which in turn led tc 
high production cost and the high cost 
of the final product. This he says was a 
disincentive in production hence the 
inability of the real output to respond.

Although the objectives outlined in 
the 1988 budget may not have been 
fully realised, it cannot be said to be a 
complete failure. Ade Oluwole, a 
road-side mechanic, at least believes 
the budget was good. Oluwolc looked 
at it from the context of the number of 
vehicles brought to his garage for re­
pairs and this he says has been sub­
stantial in 1988 because of the mainte­
nance culture prompted by SAP. Olu­
wole blames “smugglers, importers of 

goods and other economic 
irs” for the shortcomings of the 
. He wants stiff penalty against 

lets and other economic
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Huge deficit expected in the 1989 budget
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economy with government playing a 
regulatory role, providing for law and 
order and as well as participating in 
areas in which it can serve as a catalyst.

of Payments position 
during the first half

idget deficit turned out to 
blunder, than an econo- 

'all, the decision to

not be enough to tone up social ser 
vices or prop up the manufacturinf 
sector.

Alhaji told the seminar that in the 
face of dwindling resources “govern­
ment is not only determined to reduce 
its pervassiveness in the economy, but 

optimise the use of available 
~cs through effective planning 

" i budgetary control’’. Prospect for 
gaining employment by Nigeria’s 
army of the unemployed might be 
bleak in the coming year. According 
to Ahaji, the Federal Government 
would not commit money to capital 
projects, a major source of employ­
ment that are not of “continued relev - 
ance to specific objectives of govern­
ment”.

The market economy, Alhaji says 
would be strengthened to make pri­
vate enterprise, the prime mover of the

As the value of the naira cont 
to plummet as fast as oil prices 
die, the government may come 
with a hat-trick on how to save 
naira from imminent drift to precipice.

According to government thinking, 
a Bureau de change, would likely re­
place the foreign exchange market but 
it is not clear yet if it will improve the 
value of the naira. As one government 
insider puts it, the 1989 budget will de­
termine not only the value of the 
naira, but the overall direction of the 
economy. The official added 
gloomily: “the future is bleak, it will 
take a miracle to clear the economic 
malaise”. As it is, miracles do happen, 
or don’t they?
By Abdul Oroh with Paul Nwabulkwu, 
Felix Obenyo, Lucky Flakpa, Dabo Adad- 
no and Juliet Nwokoro

:rsity to con- 
litors believe

____ iDP.Using 
a ceiling of N221

on 1989’s deficit. Even using current cost 
figures, which may be politically more acceptable to gov­
ernment, the deficit, in adhering to this criterion would 
stand at about N3.5 billion. In 1989, government will have 
good reason to heed the creditors. Besides, the need to 
successfully negotiate the rescheduling of about $4 billion 
in medium term debts owed to the Paris Club, the Debt 
Conversion Programme has got off to a good start; govern­
ment will not want to upset the apple cart now by sending 
out signals of over borrowing.

How to finance the deficit? Government is looking up 
to receiving the $500 million trade policy long expected 
from the World Bank as well as a $200 million credit from 
Japan. The IMF standby facility will most likely be ruled 
out because it’s short (15 month) maturity period would do 
more harm than good. Any shortfalls will be met by domes­
tic borrowing, probaby through the floatation of a new 
development stock on the nation’s capital

Government’s fears on reproducing t 
deficit have been articulately expounded 
Minister, Dr. Kalu I. Kalu, “a clear decision 
the appropriate level of the deficit taking accoui 
tionary price changes, the need to stimulate growth and 
employment and generate investible resources.”

Ironically, SAP was designed to accommodate balanced 
budgets, a situation not yet achieved since the programme 
started. There is a genuine need to reflate the economy and 
it is not expected that deficit budgeting will be done away 
with yet. But the 1988 budget clearly shows that even a huge 
deficit does not guarantee Keynesian type inflation on its 
own. In an economy where government’s expenditure con­
tributes an estimated 60 to 74 per cent to the inflation rate, 
an overly large budget deficit can easily create more infla­
tion than reflation. And remember, deficits are financed by 
official borrowing; one day those loans will have to be 
repaid through budget surpluses. That will be difficult in­
deed.

cTPHAT the 1989 budget will contain a deficit is not in 
LI doubt; rather, the question is how big will the deficit 

be. Finding the answer has been a perplexing problem for 
government, as creditors, Keynesian type economists, 
monetarists and advocates of simple political survival each 
have widely varying views on the right size for the next 
budget deficit, and indeed, whether there should be a de­
ficit at all.

It is clear however, that the massive budget deficit of 
N8.585 billion imputed into the 1988 budget will not be 
repeated. That particular deficit was 35.34 per cent of the 
entire budget, and a whole 11.64 per cent of estimated 1987 
Gross Domestic Product at 1984 factor cost. This time 
around, the deficit is not likely to exceed N4 billion, a figure 
still adjudged too high in some official circlcs.Thc reasons 
for this caution are manifold.

Most importantly, the 1988 bu< 
be more of a politically instigated I 
mic expansion necessitated feat. First of; 
spend more than what was exported as revenue led to 
over-ambitious, and often, undisciplined spending. By 
mid-year, the deficit has risen to N5.45 billion; at year’s end 
the deficit is estimated at about N10 billion.

Government’s active role on the domestic credit mar­
ket crowded out the private sector and sent interest rates 
up. Rapid money supply expansion put heavy demand 
pressure on both the FEM and Autonomous Forex Mar­
kets. Sending the naira plummeting. Furthermore, April’s 
petroleum products price hike, aimed at providing govern­
ment with the resources to repay the N2.5 billion self­
liquidating, reflationary loan from the CBN, ' 
across-the-board increase in the price level of the______

All this meant faster inflation than hitherto seen since 
the inception of SAP; a development widely predicted by 
critics of the 1988 deficit’s enormity.

Ironically, despite the huge deficit, Nigeria’s Balance 
experienced a N6.4 billion deficit 
of 1988; the misguided reflation

"”'t failed to take adequate account of debt servicing 
jncments.
I-ocal critics are not alone in their advef_?.7 

tinuous huge budget deficits. Nigeria’s creditors 
that the deficit should not exceed three percent of GD 
1987 figures at 1984 factor cost, this would put a —x— 
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. Thus it should be 
I at reflating 
but unlike in 

Nigeria 1

bringing down the cost of liv­
ing, starting from staple 
foods.

Mr. Henry Ogwah, Secret­
ary, Association of Nigerian 
Exporters:

The 1989 budget should 
usher in ways of promoting 
inter-border trade. To 
achieve this, the government 
should establish “bureau du 
change” along the borders. 
This will help to minimise 
smuggling and allow in­
creased commercial activities 
between Nigeria and her 
neighbours.

Chief Chris Ogunbaixjo, 
Chairman, Union Securities 
Limited, Lagos:

The government should 
priorizc the allocation of 
foreign exchange by banks to 
sectors it considers important 
to the economy. This is in­
formed by the exigencies of 
the foreign exchange con­
straints and the picture of 
world oil price which the na­
tion has witnessed of recent. 
The trade liberalisation poli­
cy should be modified to the 
extent that the country can 
negotiate this with her fore­
ign creditors.

Otunba Michael Balogun, 
Chairman, First City Mer­
chant Bank: The budget

Chambers of Comma 
dustry Mines and Agri 
(NACCIMA): Suggests that 
government should plug all 
loopholes enabling some ex­
porters to continue to evade

Tatriation of export pro- 
ids, look into the possibil­

ity of merging FEM and the 
autonomous market in order 
to achieve a realistic ex­
change rate for the naira in 
the long run and explore ways 
of reviewing the Nigerian En­
terprises Promotion Act to 
give greater scope for parti­
cipation in the scheme of 
debt-equity swap.

By Lucky Fiakpa

1AVITH barely three weeks 
WW to the 1989 budget, 
many Nigerians and various 
corporate bodies, have been 
using every available forum 
to offer suggestions on how 
the 1989 budget can correct 
the distortions in the eco­
nomy, improve on the mod­
est gains of the 1988 budget, 
create new employment 
opportunities and open up 
economic vistas in the con­
text of the Structural Adjust­
ment Programme (SAP). 
Although the Minister of 
State for Budget Affairs, 
Alhaji Abubakar Alhaji, has

Chief Ike Onunaku, mem­
ber Constituent Assembly 
and chairman Lakeside Inter­
national Limited, Lagos:

The 1989 budget should be 
more frugal as there are no 
indications that crude oil 
price will rise in the near fu­
ture. The budget should re­
duce hardship and waste. The 
government should look at 
the customs and excise tariff 
and, perhaps, place more 
items on the pro 
to discourage tl 
turc of foreign 
luxury and 
goods.*

Mr. Abioyc Oycleke, Man­
aging Director, Akintola Wil­
liams and Co: The 1989 
budget should reflect a begin­
ning of the federal govern­
ment’s positive move to get 
the nation out of deficit 
budgeting system. Such 
change of policy should lead 
to better management of 
public sector financing more 
prudent resource allocation, 
and some measure of control 
on the prevailing escalation 
in the rate of inflation. The 
budget should address the 
need for increasing the pur­
chasing power of the com­
mon man, through fiscal and 
economic measures aimed at

already predicted a tighter 
budget anchored on the free 
market system, many in­
formed captains of industry, 
economists, bankers and, of 
course, interest groups arc 
not short of ideas on the 
directions the budget which is 
expected to usher the nation 
into the 1990s would take. 
With the whiff of politics in 
the air and unpalatable rum­
bles in the oil market, the na­
tion could use any s6i 
that will foster a vial 
nomic direction.

Excerpts of some of the 
contributions:

should be much more restric­
tive and estimated deficit 
should not be more than M3.5 
billion. It should emphasize 
private sector investment, 
improve local sourcing of raw , 
materials and higher capacity repc 
utilisation by industries, ceec 
while government involve­
ment in the economy should 
be minimal.

Dr. Kalu I. Kalu, Trans­
port Minister, believes the 
major issues that need to be 
addressed in the 1989 budget 
include a thorough review of 
the policies enunciated under 
the SAP. A clear assessment 
of these policies, would facili­
tate the pace and rate of re­
covery of the economy.

Chief Ernest Shonckan, 
Chairman, UAC of Nigeria 
Limited:

The overall policy thrust of 
1989 budget should be the 
vigorous pursuance of recov­
ery and growth in the eco­
nomy. nnt— -*-—•■» 1 
aimed at reflating the eco­
nomy but unlike in 1988.

The Nigeria Merchant 
Bank Limited advocates the 
creation of Export Free 
Zones which should receive 
greater attention from gov­
ernment while interested pri­
vate outfits should be given 
adequate incentives to estab­
lish such zones. The bank 
would also want the budget to 

i be based on an exchange rate 
• of N4.3 to $1 and funding of 

FEM should not be lower 
, than $120 million per bidding 
■ session.
t The Nigerian Association of
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Manufacturers seek more protection to stay afloat

By Felix Obsnya
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o Jo$o: Manufacturers not happy with 19S3 tnf 
measures.

asked for increased tariff 
I vehicles to enable local 

Cable wire 
>uying up news- 
n home their dc- 

cheaper un- 
' ‘——nation of

a margin of profitability to encourage 
investments in such facilities.” Indus­
try watchers fear that such protections 
if stressed so far, breed ineptitude on 
the part of manufacturers. According 
to the managing partner of 
Akintola Williams and Company (a 
firm of chartered accountants) Abioye 
Oyeleke, such measures “unwittingly 
encourage inefficiency or exploitation 
of consumers through high prices pro-

ing Minis- 
laji holds 
t previous 

were abused, 
ae days of pro­

to an end, if not 
summation: “The

Chambers of Commerce. Industry, 
Mining and Agriculture wants a re­
view of existing tariff structures. It 
argues that because the duty on im­
ported finished goods is lower than 
that of imported raw materials, there 
is no way local products can be com­
petitive. For example, a finished radio 
set attracts an import duty of 10 per 
cent as against 20 per cent for its im­
ported raw materials. The association 
is asking government to review the 
present structure, in order to make 
local goods competitive.

However, many industrialists say 
that their greatest headache is how to 
contain the large scale smuggling of 
competing products which fall outside 
official control. This, many of them 
say, constitutes the greatest threat to 
industrial growth. They have conse­
quently, asked government to curb 
this vice, if the issue of protectionism 
is to make sense. Informed sources say 
that government is looking again at 
the tariff question and may come up 
with newer and stiffer measures in the 
1989 budget to protect local manufac­
turers.

account, for investors’ increasing pre­
ference for trading. If this situation 
continues, they fear a stifling of the 
recovery effort of industry.

What is then required? According 
to Dr. Pat Utomi, Assistant General 
Manager of Volkswagen of Nigcna, 
what is needed “is a structure that 
shields our industry from dumping and 
unfair competition from other econo­
mies.” Local automobile assemblers 
have already; 
for imported 
ones compete favourably, 
manufacturers arc buying 
papers pages to drum uvu 
sire for protection aginst ches 
ports. The National Associt

O Atxryo: Protection encourages rnetfoency

ducts which are not matched with 
quality.”

The Budgeting and Planning Minis­
ter. Alhaji Abubakar Alht 
similar views. He says that 
protections of industry v 
His prediction isihat “the 
tection are coming t< 
already over.” His su________ ___
game today is enhancing ability to pro­
duce and compete both in local and 
international markets as a basis for 
survival and growth.”

Industry analysts say that previous pro­
tections were abused, but prevail­
ing economic conditions do not make 
many of the infant industries competi­
tive. The thinking is that where cases 
of dumping are clear, government 
should be obliged to protect such in­
dustries. Many manufacturers argued 
that the new tariff measures 
announded in the 1988 budget were 
more in favour of traders than produc­
ers. The United African Company of 
Nigeria’s (UACN) Chairman and 
Managing Director, Chief Ernest 
Shonekan agrees and labels it “traders 
tariff.” Industrial analysts say that the 
present structure makes trading more 
profitable. This, they say probably

cFpHEIR cry has been persistent and 
11 distressing: protect us against 

dumping and unfair competition. For 
Nigeria’s manufacturing sector grop- 

| ing under the pain of the SAP, it has 
been a losing battle against imported 
products. Manufacturers of lamps, 
batteries, plastics cable wires and 
automobiles are all experiencing 
tough marketing condition against im­
ported substitutes.

Many of the competing products 
come in cheaper and sometimes arc of 
better quality. Market analysts attri­
bute their price advantage to the 
dumping of many of Nigeria’s trading 
partners. Government, earlier in the 
year acknowledged that such practices 
were going on. Corrugated iron/steel 
roofing sheets; tomato paste and 
puree; aluminium coils, dry cell bat­
teries especially the R.20 type and 
alky resins were some of the products 
government agreed are dumped in 
Nigeria. It set up a panel to look into 
the issue, and promised to offer pro­
tection. Finance and Economic De­
velopment Minister, Dr. S.P. Okong- 
wu stressed that imported commod­
ities having local substitutes will now 
attract extra landing charges equiva­
lent to the excise duty on such local 
substitute.

Industrialists say the dosage is not 
enough to ward off obvious compara­
tive advantage of competing products 
from more industrialized economics. 
A source close to the panel on tariff 
review says the thinking of the panel is 
that some case of dumping have been 
established. Its hope is that its recom­
mendation that “government should 
do something about them” is heeded. 
The source further disclosed that vir­
tually all companies in Nigeria were 
complaining of unfair trade practices. 
“But none of them”, according to our 
source, “wants to pass the gains of 
tariff to consumers.”

It appears that the new tariff conces- 
I sion will be based on manufacturers’ 
; willingness to pass customers the re- 
I duced prices that will accrue from such 

protectionist measure. Augustine 
Nkwocha. Business and Economy Edi­
tor of Vanguard says that protection 
should be limited to industries that can 
within five years builo the facility to 
process or extract locally, those inputs 
they need to be cost effective. Says he: 
“the tariff then would be to give them
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panies of Churchgate 
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International Textile Indus­
tries ITI, to expand their 
production facilities comes
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was taken at a recent board 
meeting of the company.

The stock which has an 
effective redemption date 
starting from December 31. 
1993 to June 30, 1996 is 
being managed on behalf of 
NBC by the Nigerian- 
Amcncan Merchant Bank 
Limited.

Mediamen on

F1F foreign creditors are 
0 showing more confidence 
in Nigeria's economy, the 
evidence became clearer at 
the first auction bid of the 
debt conversion program­
me last week.

Despite fears e 
by financial analy< 
its success and th 
and-see” posture of mar 
debt redemptors, 
slot of $40 million debt was 
sold off. Only eight of the 40 
bidders were successful in a 
bidding that saw all rede­
mptors asking to convert 
$187.85 million debt to 
equities in agricultural, 
manufacturing and tourism 
ventures. The successful 
bidders offered between 36 
and 58 per cent discount on 
their redeemable debts. 
All, except the 8th success­
ful bidder got all they asked 
for. Says Continental Mer­
chant Bank Managing 
Director, Alhaji Suleiman 
Umar “that is quite a good 
start.”

It is curious, however, 
that some creditors arc will­
ing to offer as much as 58 
per cent discount on the 
debt owned them, in addi­
tion to parting with 2.5 per 
cent of their dscounted debt 
in form of transaction com­
mission. Some financial 
analysts suspect that there 
should be more to such en­
thusiasm. A senior mer­
chant banker sees it as "a 
clever way of playing safe

nearer to fruition this week. 
They will conclude a N45.2 
million supportive loan syn­
dication led by Internation­
al Merchant Bank. Eight 
banks are involved in Ocean 
lines N25 million Ioan, 
while ITI N20.2 million is 
being offerred by six banks.

Ocean Fisheries needs 
the facility to increase its 
trawler fleet, build a dry­
dock and put up a shrimp 
processing plant. ITI plans 
to use the loan to build a 
Spinning Mill and streng­
then its backward integra­
tion programme.

ME© otrffecs 
maODtoim
Fv’HE Nigenan Bottling 

U Company (NBC), it 
seems, is no longer con­
tented being mere bottlers 
of Coca-Cola, Fanta and 
Sprite drinks. Should it 
succeed in this bid to raise 
N50 million through a float­
ing rate redeemable deben­
ture stock, it would not only 
expand and improve or* its 
existing bottling facilities 
but hopes to establish 
manufacturing lines that 
will produce pre-forms and 
final Poly Ethylene Teraph - 
thalate (PET) bottles.

Quite a big stride one may 
say, but that is not all. NBC 
would equally want to di­
versify into agro-allied acti­
vities. The decision to 

[ undertake these ventures

getting as much as possible 
from debts that appear 
irredeemable”.

There are speculations 
that the real lure is the de­
sire of such redemptors to 
have a spice of the Nigerian 
economy. However, the 
government is expected to 
rake in substantial amount 
from the discounts and 
transactions fees.

The Central Bank Gov­
ernor, Alhaji Abdulkadir 
Ahmed described the re­
sponse to the programme as 
“positive and encouraging” 
adding that the Debt Con­
version Committee (DCC) 
received 76 applications for 
conversion of $1,659.9 mil­
lion debt.

Of this, only eight ap­
plications were axed, for 
non-compliance with the 
provisions of the program­
me. In spite of the govern­
ment and redemptors ethu- 
siasm, some bankers doubt 
Nigeria’s ability to continue 
the monthly z 
out higher infk

EMEKA Maduegbuna, 
Group Public Affairs Mana­
ger with Union Securities is 
on to greater things. 
Maduegbuna who was very 
visible on NTA’s Verdict "83 
during the Second Republic 
will be on secondment to 
the Technical Committee 
on Privatisation and Com­
mercialisation as from Janu­
ary 1989. With the designa­
tion of Corporate Affairs 
Manager, Maduegbuna will 
be doing essentially the 
same information job for 
the Committee. The job will 
last for one year, at first in­
stance. This arrangci 
is gathered, has the - 
al of Union Securities.

Also on the move is Mr. 
Tony Ede of NTA News­
week fame. He recently quit 
the NTA job to pitch tent 
with the Central Bank of 
Nigeria as its first Public 
Affairs Manager. He 
assumed duty two weeks 
ago.
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j “The lesson for Budget ’89 is 
1 to substantially cut down the 

importation of frivolous 
goods into the Nigerian mar­
ket. The trade liberation 
argument has failed”.

■■■HE performance of Budget ’88 has been as dismal as 
■ every critic expected. With a deficit of about 35 per 

cent and the envisaged spending spree by the Federal Gov­
ernment and its numerous agencies, Budget ’88 was a free 
for all display of fiscal recklessness. It has proved to be. 
Whereas traders, importers, commission agents and gov­
ernment contractors have had a field day, the so-called 
common-man, the poor and the wage earners have been 
largely impoverished with another round of debilitating 
double-digit inflation.

In great measure , goods of all descriptions, both local 
and imported, could be found in the open market but their 
prices were quite unattractive. Although industrial capacity 
utilization has increased by about 10 per cent, the cost of 
input factors escalated with the continuing devaluation of 
the naira. Betweeen January and October 1988, the naira 
depreciated by another 13.5 per cent in addition to the 
massive devaluation shocks it experienced since the begin­
ning of the Second-Tier Foreign Market. In the parallel 
market, the currency devaluation for the year so far has 
been in the neighbourhood of 33.8 per cent.

The wild swings in the currency value are attributable to 
the scarcity of foreign exchange in the Nigerian economy. 
The high hopes that oil exports would bring in as much as 
$5,456 billion and another $500 million from Balance-of- 
Payment (BOP) support loan in 1988 were dashed early in 
the year. Oil prices have gyrated so mercilessly that low 
quotes of below $10 per barrrel have been received. Thus, 
the oil export dollar receipt target is unattainable.

Consequently, the foreign exchange market for which 
$3.94 billion was budgeted during the year could not be 
supported as envisaged. In fact, the official foreign ex­
change market took off cautiously by allocating $120 mil­
lion instead of the budgeted $150 million bi-weekly funding 
for the market. Even now, there are doubts whether the 

I ?nCBNUndin8 ,CVel °f $12° 0311 bc suPP°rted by

I Besides, the Balance of Payment support loan has stub­
bornly refused to come through. Whereas the debt resche­
duling agreement under the aegis of the London Club is 

I now concluded, the Paris Club has remained adamant. No 
new money has come into the economy as a result. The 
exaggerated expectation of new money on the heels of the 
Second-Tier Foreign Exchange Market has remained an 
illusion. Everyday, the Federal Government comes close to 
the BOP loan and everyday the loan disappears like a 
mirage.

It is now clear that this country is on its own and in the

words of the CGS, Rear Admiral Augustus Aikhomu: “We 
should stop behaving as if the world owes Nigeria a living." 
Budget ‘89 should be designed with this injunction in mind. 
The dynamic motto in the application of exchange rate 
policies as a tool for structurally adjusting the economy is 
now quite self evident. Ordinarily, the supply and availabil­
ity of foreign exchange constitute the live wire of the de­
veloping economy, the hunger for foreign exchange for the 
importation of machinery, spare parts, raw materials, and 
finished goods; for the payment of contract fees and meet­
ing infrastructural requirements shall continue to confront 
the economic system for several years to come. However, 
the quantity of foreign exchange available is severely li­
mited. With the uncertainty in the oil market and with the 
reluctance with which Western multilateral institutions let 
go their loan capital, it is obvious therefore that the foreign 
exchange available to Nigeria shall remain curtailed.

The lesson for Budget *89 is to substantially cut down the 
importation of frivolous goods into the Nigerian market. 
The.trade .liberalisation argument has failed.

By now, it must bother the government why industries 
and factories keep closing down in spite of their enhanced 
access to foreign exchange, although at a much higher cost. 
Companies, big and small, now engage in job deletion, not 
job creation. These industries insist that it is a free market 
they are in and so they must operate at a level that guaran­
tees comfortable profit margin. Industries also argue that 
the Foreign Exchange Market has made foreign exchange 
so expensive that they can only import a fraction of their 
foreign exchange requirements. Companies that follow this 
line of argument have not told the whole truth about their 
correct raw material stock levels. The truth is that com­
panies have abandoned manufacturing. They are now all 
TRADERS. Companies are increasingly importing milk, 
stockfish, vehicles of all shades, dubious spare parts, bis­
cuits, umbrellas, face caps, handsets, inferior calculators, 
keyholders, paper, apples, television sets and stereo sys­
tems and a myriad of frivolous items.

It is the customers’ request for foreign exchange to cover 
these imports that consistently creates the abnormal de­
mand pressure at the Foreign Exchange Market, whether it 
is in respect of the Central Bank auction funds or the 
autonomous funds. The sooner these imports are banned 
outright, the better for the economy, as the foreign ex­
change freed can be used to import productive raw mate­
rials and machinery to boost job creation.

Indications in the oil market are such that Nigeria must 
not expect much more than $12 per barrel in 1989. Thus, 
not much higher than $4.3 billion from oil exports will be 
available next year. Debt servicing, funding to meet exter­
nal reserve targets, commitments to international obliga­
tions and funding the foreign exchange market have to be 
accommodated within this tight expectation. The avenue 
for survival is to drastically cut down the avenue for leak­
ages.

It is hereby stated categorically that if the Federal Gov­
ernment achieves a minimum deficit and a balanced budget 
for 1989, substantially increases the list of banned imports 
to 96 as it was before SFEM, and allows the CBN auction 
fund exchange rate, the autonomous rate and the parallel 
market rate to freely interract, and then prudently moni­
tors the inflow of export proceeds, the exchange rate would 
bc about N5 - $1 or better by June 1989, the third 
anniversary of SAP. All it takes is TIL
exchange rate level will create jobs and gradually ease the 
burden on the poor.
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government, it withdrew its savings with the 
ik while the public remained hostile.

It was, therefore, considered worthwhile 
to change the company’s name. Yet the odium peop 
stuck. Not even a number of clarifications in the selve 
media helped matters. The damage had been 
done.

Then somebody found 
combination of timing and 
skilful television technic"’' 
mics, the nation was maGv i 
notic self-assertion

Nigerian Institute of Public Relations celebrates silver jubilee
■ T had all started as an innocuous report by a the public as a truly Nigerian company
■ section of the press, that a popular bank in corporate patriot. Today, Union is a horn 
the country has South African interests. name in Nigeria’s banking industry

The bank denied the allegation. But rather At an earlier period, the brewery industry 
than the denial assuaging the feelings of those had been confronted with how to effect chang** 
concerned, the bank, instead, attracted public in policy by an introduction of the Bottle L»v- 
odium to itself like fleas after human waste: for posit Scheme. When the scheme, ’ 
the government, it withdrew its savings with the ings devise was to be introduce 
bank while the public remained hostile. resistance because f 

s, therefore, considcicu worthwhile The breweries, i 
the company’s name. Yet the odium people into the facte 

’/es and to show
lots of mor

> of bot

Executives to* Dodan I 
Barracks. The govern- ■ 
ment standpoint was i. 
that they should L 
not exploit the masses fl 
by excessive rates. The * 
banks till date, are yet 
to counter this accusa­
tion with a credible defence of their stance. It 

:y are still bidding their time.
backdrop, consider the case of a

inge 
De- 

•, though a sav- 
:ed, there was 

people were not used to it. 
, therefore, decided to invite 
tory, to sec things for them- 
y that the nation would be 

saving lots of money instead of the loss which 
the buying of bottles would give rise to The 
minister under whose portfolio was th«. brew­
ery industry was invited. This was folio., cd by 
the media which was invited to lend its s -pport 

into pat- in convincing the populace which was si .ritic- 
. through a| tfoe scheme Today, the Bottle 1- osit 

Scheme has become an accepted way of ' in 
Nigeria. Of contemporary relevance, he -’er, 
is the issue of big profits as a source of po- 
rate crisis. It is normal in these hard t- of 
Structural Adjustment Programme (S. : to 
hear of massive profits which are (no p. for 
guessing right) reaped in by the bank-.

Infact, it is a measure of the govern.-- -it’s 
thorough embarn. Tie- 
nt of this“abnom. ;ty” 
that the Chief of 
General Staff, ice- 
Admiral Augustus 
Aikhomu once sum­
moned the banks’Chief

’ ’I
Roots, it should be said, 

was an exposure of the type 
of racial wrong-doing in 
South Africa. the 
monumental saga of one- 
man’s search for his family’s 
origins, through six g 
lions of slaves and free 
in America, to his ancestry in Africa.

For Nigerians, it was a kind of emotional 
reflex, a reawakened warmth fetched from cen­
turies back. The film was, therefore, an instant 
hit and enjoyed the patronage of both the gov­
ernment and the public. In between the TV 
shows, there was an intermittent side­
attraction. an advertisement that the bank had 
changed its name from Barclays to Union 
Bank I he I V programme ran for six months 
during which i ank came to be accepted by

da trump card. By a 
and human chemistry, 

ique and simple econo- 
ade to coalesce i ‘ - 
with the bank.

a cultural linkage. 
The bank, Barc­
lays Bank, got 
Roots, the world­
wide box-office movie, and spon­
sored it as a TV 

1 network prog­
ramme.



UNION BANK OF NIGERIA LIMITED

UNION BANK

you can depend on
Union Bank

iroducc more 
consumption.

UNION BANK ••• Big,Strong,Reliable 
Head Office: 40 Marina, Lagos. Telephone: 665439, 665441

Our Agricultural Department offers expert and professional 
advice to farmers in rural areas in addition to provision 
of short and long-term loans for agricultural 
development.
At UNION BANK, the farmer is always welcome' 
That's why more and more farmers are coming to us 
Come to us today with your agricultural problems-we're 
helping more farmers 
grow more for the nation.

WWe helping more farmers 
gww more for the nation

AT UNION BANK, we cater for both big and small farmers. 
Apart from supporting large-scale investments in farming.

poultry, fishing and animal husbandry, UNION BANK gives 
loans to small-scale agro-alhcd industries and small 

farmers-a great and positive contribution to our 
country's food programme

AT UNION BANK, we assist our 
agricultural customers to pr

for export and domestic c
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UAC OF NIGERIA UMSTED
- always meeting the challenges of the times

At UACN. ■ 
with the Ni[ 
N1PR on its

Public Relations has come of age and we in 
UACN congratulate the Nigerian Institute of 
Public Relations on its 25th Anniversary.

, we have a special reason for rejoicing 
ligenan Institute of Public Relations, 
its 25th Anniversary.

.for tuning «ar vision 
intoamfeacai

NIPR’s Silver Jubilee celebration justifies our 
faith. Our faith in Public Relations as a key 
management tool. In fact, the very same faith that 
nearly 40 years ago. in 1949, saw UACN 
establishing the first ever Public Relations 
Department in Nigeria’s private sector. Today 
most major companies in Nigeria have their 
Public Relations Departments or use the services 
of Public Relations Consultants.
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leading company which found on its lap a mid­
year result ot about N100 million with the possi­
bility of making another N100 million by the 
end of the year. The obvious implications were 
that:

o the government might frown at the pro­
fit levels.

o the workers’ union will see this as a 
bonanza and demand increased salaries and 
enhanced welfare benefits.

o the public might sec the company as ex­
ploiters and oppressors.

These issues were thoroughly analysed and 
the following pre-emptive measures were 
adopted:

o The managers were briefed on the de­
velopment.

o The current costs of replacing 
were identified as being capable of swal 
the profits.

o The union’s nej 
eluded before the prof

° The relevant government agency was 
briefed on the implications of the profit margin.

° A press statement was initiated to ex­
plain the key '

of public relations is to ensure that all con­
cerned have a better understanding of govern­
ment, company or organisational policies and 
methods of conducting their opert.ll-----’’
says: “Public Relations is concerned with edu­
cating our target audience to accept our orga­
nisations, our ideas, our products or services. 
Public Relations is the responsibility of the 
decision-maker, for it introduces human factor 
into management. Public Relations is a social 
science which teaches us how individuals and 
groups react and the science of communica­
tions which provide the means of resolving con- 
flicts and establishing contracts and mutual 
understanding.” However, it is one thing to 
appreciate the mechanics of public relations. It 
is quite another to understand its grot J — 
It is the proper mix and an interplay o» 
two elements that activate and elicit the desired 
responses in captive audiences. To the practi­
tioner, therefore, public relations practice 
should be built on a framework which revolves 
around the following: Counselling based on 
understanding of human bahaviour, analysing 
future trends and predicting their consequ­
ences, researching into public opinion, atti­
tudes and expectation and advising on 
appropriate action.

Even so, public relations goes beyond all 
these. It entails a host of other activities such as 
establishing and maintaining a two-way com­
munication based on truth and detailed in­
formation; preventing conflict and misunder­
standing; promoting mutual respect and social 
responsibility; harmonising the private and the 
public interest; promoting good will among 
staff, and with suppliers and customers, as well 
as improving industrial relations. Of central 
concern too is the attraction of good personnel 
and the reduction of labour turnover; promo­
tion of products or services; profit maximisa­
tion; projection of a corporate identity; en­
couragement of interest in international affairs, 
and the promotion of an understanding of 
democracy.

In line with this framework, a typical pub­
lic relations activity would be broken into four 
parts to make the desired impact. These are:

• Analysis; research and defining problem
• Drawing up a programme of action
• Communicating and implementating the

programme
• Monitoring the results, evaluation and 

possible modification.
Mr.Peter Onono,public relations adviser 

of the Nigerian Breweries Limited puts these 
factors in proper perspective by stressing that 
first, there must be an internal effort to ascer­
tain the truth. He says, there must be a policy 
statement from the highest functionary in the 
company,adding that,“efforts must be made to 
identify the interest groups involved and their 
degree of commitment on the issue.” Elaborat­
ing, he insists that an active strategy to cultivate

egotiations had to be con- 
>fits were announced.
government ager

itions of the profit)

plain the key issues involved.
° Workers were told that the company’s 

success will generate greater expectation and 
they should be prepared to work harder. As 
expected, all the various interest groups were 
placated.

In all these case-studies, just like in all 
successful corporate campaigns, what mechan­
isms were at play that elicited positive response 
from the various captive audiences? How and 
why did the messages harmonize with the ex­
pectations and emotional needs of the various 
publics, letting off positive vibrations?

Union Bank sponsored Roots and the peo­
ple forgot Barclays. The minister and the media 
visited the brewery and the Bottle Deposit 
scheme became a way of life. An organisation 
dissected the wherefore of big profits and an 
otherwise offensive phenomenon turned out to 
be a master stroke; a pageant in harmony with 
the public needs.

The magic wand in all the cases is what PR 
practitioners refer to as Public Relations; 
which is partly defined as "the art and social 
science of analysing trends, predicting their 
consequences, counselling organisation leaders 
and implementing planned programmes of ac­
tion which will serve the public interest.”

Tlie UAC of Nigeria Limited which repu­
tedly pioneered public relations practice in the 
private sector of this country further defines 
this as "a continous effort on behalf of the 
company to promote the best possible under­
standing of its policies, activities and social atti­
tudes among those who can influence its de­
velopments." Elaborating on this, Mr. Mike 
Okercke, UAC’s Public Relations adviser and 
national President of the Nigerian Institute of 
Public Relations (N1PR) explains that the aim
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We began business on the other side — France to be precise. And about 130 years 
ago, we introduced our banking activities to the West African Sub-region

Over the years we've acquired tremendous knowledge of international business 
and finance

We have also established an enviable chain of correspondent banking network of 
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competent to handle all your international banking needs

With more than 65 branches spread throughout the Federation of 
cap..al base, up to-date computer services, you've got the bank 
you through the intricacies of financial transactions

u cross new frontiers with your business. IBWA/AFRIBANK will be 
le other side



Anew era dawns at NNSL!

Patatte Umi IhiwsaS £im.

ipa,

SUNBEAM
sapn 0101

NEW 
ORIENTATION 

IN ACTION
...To ensure 

better services

:ienciousiy, acnieving tne oest 
results for NNSL.

It's all part of NNSL determination to ensure 
better services for exporters and importers.

Truly a new era has dawned at NNSL.
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HEAD OFFICE:
Development House: 21, Wharf Road, P.O. Box 326, Apaj 

Lagos - Nigeria. Tel: 877262, 877121. Telex: 21253

... Working m a new era of better services
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" Take a look at NIGERIAN NATIONAL 

SHIPPING LINE - NNSL - today.
And you'll see a complete change in posture, 

role and mode of work.
The old practices and attitudes have changed, 

ipping procedures have been streamlined 
eliminate irregularities and bottle-necks.

Routes are expanded and properly 
scheduled to cover the world’s trade centres.

Checks and controls are enforced in all areas 
of operation.

And additional facilities have been provided 
to cope with the volume of business. 

Most importantly, NNSL workforce is 
re-organised and imbued with a sense of 

discipline, patriotism and pride to 
work conscientiously, achieving the best
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' As the NIPR celebrates its 25 ye: 
istcnce this week, it has to indulge 
congratulations, for its achievements 
ceived as a mutual seqi

Explains Mr. Ade- 
ready to make its place as an ec 
professional bodies coi 
political and economic 
country.

“PR has moved from the backroom to the 
boardroom. UAC of Nigeria and Shell Pet­
roleum Company are pioneers in the direction 
followed by Nigerian Breweries Limited and 
other corporate bodies. PR has moved a long 
way towards losing its publicist identity to one 
being more broadly based on the notion that an 
organisation exists with the consent of its pub­
lics and that communication is a function to that 
process.”

This notion of an initial publicist identity 
has to do with the formative years of public 
relations practice in Nigeria in the 1940s when 
the then colonial government operated the 
Public Relations Office. Then known as the 
Information Office in Lagos, the main objec­
tive was to disseminate war information. The 
office was also responsible for sorting out 
matters connected with the newly established 
Ministry of Information.

Over the years, with the increase in the 
number of Nigerians joining the profession, the 
need arose to have a regulatory body, as well 
as, a forum for practitioners to share views and 
to plan for the growth of the profession.

The founding of the Institute (first as the 
Public Relations Association of Nigeria) in 
1963 has its root in the pioneering efforts of 
those Nigerians who served in the Information 
Departments of both the Central and Regional 
governments as well as private sectors, such as 
the UAC of Nigeria, Shell Petroleum Company 
and the Nigerian Railways.

Most distinguished among them was the 
late Dr Sam Epclle who became its first presi­
dent from 1963 to 1968. He founded the Public 
Relations Association of Nigeria which later 
metatnorphosed into the Nigerian Institute of 
Public Relations.

Within the period, the Public Relations.) 
Consultants Association of Nigeria (PRCAN) 
was also bom. The Association complements 
the efforts of NIPR and aims at achieving pro­
fessionalism and excellence in commununicat- 
ing messages to the society and the provision ol 
specialist services.

Understandably, this theme of profes­
sionalism and excellence has served as the cla­
rion call of NIPR at 25. To solve difficult corpo­
rate problems; to be taken as a promoter and 
energizer of corporate success-

the press and gain their goodwill must be de­
veloped. In this regard, he maintained that “a 
situation where senior management will merely 
say ‘No comment’ will definitely worsen the 
situation."

At the more specific level of the type 
brief which a PR practitioner should make 
top management to resolve a typical corporate 
problem, Mr. Onono articulates the following 
programme of action: Identification of the key 
issues; checking out those involved; assessing 
their degree of involvement; mapping out 
strategies to restore normalcy; enlisting press 
support, if necessary; establishing a feedback 
system to evaluate the effectiveness of the re­
medial action; briefing the relevant govern­
ment agency to pre-empt reprisals; and in the 
final analysis, agreement on a central informa­
tion statement so that all employees sing the 
same song when approached by third parties.

In view of its relevance to corporate suc­
cess, professional public relations operates in 
every sphere of life: the gamut runs from gov­
ernment (national, regional, local, internation­
al) to business and industry, covering small 
firms to medium and transn:'* ‘ 
tions.

It also sustains community and social 
affairs, educational institutions, universities, 
colleges, hospitals, chanties, international 
affairs and consultancy.

Mr. Okereke amplifies this view with the 
stance that public relations on a professional 
scale covers everything from advising the 
Board on the best time of making a new issue, 
launching a new product, suggesting a corpo­
rate identity for the company, handing the 
press and the public during an industrial rela­
tions problem to interpreting company policies 
to the public.

It is also on this plank that Mr. Adesola- 
Macaulay, public relations manager NEP A and 
Chairman, Organising Committee of NIPR’s 
25th Anniversary celebrations emphasizes pub­
lic relations has become the essential link in the 
mass communication system in these particu­
larly critical times for corporate organisations 
and government.

Shedding light on this, Ade-Macaulay 
maintains that without the assistance of the PR 
professionals representing business, corpora­
tion, scientific, cultural and professional in­
stitution and government agencies, the mass 
media of communication often would not be 
able to understand or interprete for the lay­
man, the development in these fields.

According to Ade-Macaulay, the PR pro­
fessional serves as a reference source of the 
specialized terminologies in the various fields 
of human endeavour. Without the assistance of 
PR practitioners, he argues, many complex 
areas of our societies and economies would 
remain outside the realm of journalism and the 
layman. Says he: “We help people to achieve
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The best for NIGERIA
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makers of Star, Guider, b- 
Maltina and Green Sand-

Nigerian Breweries Limited was the first company to establish a 
brewers m Nigeria It now has four breweries which represent 
the largest operation of its kind in the country producing the 
most popular beer brands like Star. Rex and Guider,
NBL’s success has encouraged the establishment and growth ol 
ancillary industries producing bottles, crown corks, labels, rartons 
and plastic crates to meet its packaging needs
NB1. has always pioneered and will shortly install a plant for the 
conversion of its locally grown maize into syrup, com oil and 
animal feeds Hus plant will introduce new technology into 
Nigeria and help supply raw materials for the brewing industrx 
and other food allied industries, besides savine valuable foreign 
exchange
So much more is brewing at NBL than Star Guider. Rex. Maltina 
and Green Sands

NBL is doing what is best for you. for the economy and the best tor 
Nigena
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of the Nigerian Corporation

cor 
posil 
nisat

the 
at

corpor 
skills to p 
andcohciv... 
me. Such a

S i
its own distinct

/7\ MANAGEMENT revolution is silently 
jMkundcrway in Nigerian corporate circles. 
The competitive business atmosphere of the 
decade of the 1980’s, and more important, the 
strategic imperatives of the Structural Adjust­
ment Programme (SAP) have necessitated the 
injection of scientific management techniques 
and enhanced professionalism, in the running 
of Nigerian business enterprises. One of the 
more important variables of this new thrust is 
the increasing importance of corporate image 
in the affairs of the Nigerian coiporation.

The establishment of a positive corporate 
image by the Nigerian corporation has always 
been a matter of concern to management; 
nevertheless, it is only in the last decade that it 
has been given the added importance that it 
really deserves in the host of crucial issues with 
which management has to contend. While 
there is still some ways to go in recognising the 

lortance of corporate image to the overall 
ing and operational solvency of the 

ian Corporation, there is available cvi- 
!o suggest that the future appears prom­

corporate image. There is, however, a new, 
and encouraging realisation by Nigerian man­
agement that regardless of the legal owners! 
of the corporation, the corporation must s 
justify its overall existence and 
contribution in whatever micro-economic 
activity it is engaged.

Indeed, evidence abounds that despite the 1
general ambivalence indicated above, the rec- 
ognition of public accountability by the cor­
poration has held some currency. The Nigenan 
National Petroleum Corporation (NNPC), and

Nigeria Airways,^ despite their dissimilar 
ictivities, have generally demonstrated a rec­
ognition of the need for a credible corporate 
image. The reader may express some surprise 
at the mention of the Nigeria Airways,but if

impc 
well-bcii 
Nigerian 
dence to suggc^ mm , 
ising.

According to Dr. Abel Ubeku, one of the 
most accomplished management practitioners 
Nigeria has produced, “a company’s image is 
an amalgam of a variety of factors, the total 
sum of which make people perceive the com­
pany in a positive or negative form. Hence, the 
company objectives and its mode of operation, 
the recruitment and development of staff, the 
quality of its products, its marketing practices 
including pricing, its social responsibility etc, 
contribute to create an image.’’ Dr Ubeku’s 
obsrvations capture the definition of the con­
cept exactly; corporate image is concerned with 
the institutional integrity of any business enter­
prise.

The importance of corporate image arises 
because of the ever-growing social responsibili­
ties of the business enterprise to justify its exist­
ence as a wholesome and legitimate corporate 
citizen which makes distinct and positive con­
tributions to the environment within which it 
operates.

In Nigeria, this realisation of the corporate 
social responsibility of the business enterprise 
has been a little slow in taking hold, primarily 
as a result of the ambiguity which arises from 
the dominance of the state in the ownership of 
the factors of production. Docs the State Cor­
poration have a responsibility to the state or to 
the public? The dilemma has probably 
accounted for the ambivalence demonstrated 
by many Nigerian corporations in their attitude 
to the creation and sustenance of a positive*

• Abel Uboku: "A company's image is an ami 
factors"

intent analysis is done of the various policy 
jsitions and statements made by that orga- 
oation over the past six or seven years, it is 

clear that the institution was constrained by 
variables beyond its making.

As a result of the’vancty of factors which 
make up a company’s image, it is clear that the 
creation of a positive corporate image must be a 
distinct functional line responsibility — call it a 
co-ordinating department. This department 
must then bear the responsibility of bringing 
together all the seemingly disparate activities of 
the corporation, and utilise communications

> project these activities as a cohesive 
irent corporate identification program­

programme will of necessity be 
complex and multi-dimensional; on a global 
level, it will ideally include the following vari­
ables:
• A basic business strategy for the corporation.
• A personal/statt development programme.
• The establishment of minimum operational
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. GUINNESS___ .
NIGERIA LIMITED 

jLtfe tye MPK, ’'fixceltevce

Princess Edith Ike-Okongwu.Mrs
Public Affairs Manager
Mr Rufus Isaac

Public Relations Manager 
3rd National Vice-President NIPR

100% Maize beer In Nigeria, MERIT 
LAGER BEER:- It Is the conquest of 
a NEW FRONTIER. Merit Is the 
Nigerian farmers'friend as it has 
created such an enermous need for 
maize which the farmers are gladly 
meeting with the resultant 
phenbnmenal improvement In their 
income. We brew our friendly 
MERIT to the same high quality 
standards as our Guinness Stout 
and our Harp Lager. Well, this Is an 
understatement, since MERIT 
comes from the House of Guinness 
— a synonym for Excellence.
To supplement our local sourcing 
through contract farmers, we have 
established a large fully mechanis­
ed farm In Kudu, Niger State. We 
have spent over N20m (twenty 
million Naira) on our Kudu farm 
which acts not only as our Maize 
source, but also as a model for 
Nigerian farmers to copy and buy 
high yield seeds from; thus improv­
ing the quality of Agriculture in 
Nigeria.
As a good corporate citizen, we are 
mindful of the environment In which 
we operate and have, therefore, ap­
portioned to ourselves, a number of 
social responsibilities which we 
routinely carrv out.
We have in the healthcare sector

working Nigerians carefully 
selected nationwide, but also in the 

tout . Indirect employment that we 
generate for thousands of other 
Nigerians whose companies either 
produce materials and services 
which we purchase or distribute our 
products.
The revenue we p 
government through 
taxes totals over N15( 
dred and fifty million Naira) In a nor­
mal year.
The high quality of our product 
which has endured through 
years due to careful monitorinc 
our seasoned Scientists wg.. 
from our modern laboratories is 
another mark of our consciousne­
ss and high sense of purpose as 
a good corporate citizen in ensuring 
that we are estabiised — producing 
Guinness Stout. Harp Lager Beer 
and MERIT LAGER of the highest 
quality.
Today, the house of Guinness toasts 
the NIPR, our colleague in the pro­
motion of excellence.

by annual subventions international 
standard Eye hospitals nationwide. 
We sponsor various sporting ac­
tivities for all segments and strata 
of the population nationwide. This 
includes the ALL NIGERIAN UNI­
VERSITY GAMES knwon as NUGA 
games.
Our contribution to the national 
economy lies not only in- the very 
good direct employment opportuni­
ty that we offer to over 4,300 hard-

Guiness Nigeria Limited, incor­
porated in 1950 started it’s brewing 
activity In 1962. Like the NIPR. we 
are already 25 years in our 
Business. We started with our 
GUINNESS STOUT which Today is 
a household word; then followed by 
our HARP LAGER which enjoys 
such a large market share that for 
fourteen years we have continuous­
ly increased our installed production 
capacity. Today, we have four large 
breweries in Benin. Ogba Lagos and ,,w ,,„,w ... ,.,w WM.W «wwlw, 
,keia identified the area of Opthalmology
As a good corporate citizen, we are ' in which we have built and maintain 
pioneers in local sourcing. Without 
government exhortation, we have 
on our own endeavoured to source 
for local raw material since the mid 
70s beginning with our efforts in 
Barley plantations in the Chad , 
Basin. After all sorts of experimen­
tation by our experienced indigen­
ous scientists with local materials 
for beer brewing, we have chosen 
the "MAIZE PATH" and had come 
out with a fresh wonder, the first
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By Victor 
Duties),

• That we train and re­
train our members through

only that, the institute is 
troducing professional 
aminations as a 
gaining entry into the • 
sion. To see this throu, 
NIPR inaugurated an 
ory Board and produced a 41- 
page strategic document 
whose highlights are as fol­
lows:

® That NIPR should be 
restructured and that “Pro­
fessionalism and Excellence” 
should be the watchword.

o That membership of the 
institute should as froi 
cembcr 1, 1988 be 
approved examination 

to regulate the experience.
public relations © That we 

:rcd status. Not

means of 
e profes- 
>ugh,the 

Advis-

The establishment of an effective corpo­
rate identification programme must, however, 
be predicated on a sound business strategy . 
There is simply no short-cut to the establish­
ment of an articulate corporate image program­
me, business strategy must proceed, unless the 
image programme will be incoherent and un­
focussed.

It is this need for scientific business 
strategics which seems most pressing in the 
Nigerian environment, if business enterprises 
are to evolve meaningful corporate image prog­
rammes. A broad-based mutual apprecia­
tion of the management generalists and the 
managements specialists, for the skills of one 
another, will no doubt augur well for the de­
velopment of articulate corporate image­
making in the Nigerian economy.

standards; and
° A corporate publicity programme, which 
would include.

(i) an advertising programme;
(n) corporate sponsorships of the arts, edu­

cational activities etc.
(in) some form of corporate/public dia­

logue, and corporate contributions to policy 
debates;

(iv) public relations activities of a broad 
and diversified nature;

(v) publications, journals 
information-dispensing aids;

(vi) dialogue on a formal and informal 
basis with government officials;

(vii) a vigorous media relations prog­
ramme,

(viii) the creation of management/ 
employee forums for interation, and

(ix) a systematic shareholders relations 
programme

Public Relations Education 
and that a very good working 
relationship be established 
with providers of Public Re­
lations education such as the 
universities, polytechnics 
and the Business Education 
Examinations Council 
(BEEC).

• That we improve com­
munication with members 
and educate them through 
position papers and our offi­
cial journals and newslet­
ters.

o That we should create a 
greater awareness of the role 
of Public Relations in com­
merce, industry and govern­
ment.

o That we build or pui 
asc our own secretariat.

o That we launch a No.5 
million Public Relations De­
velopment Fund.

With this in view, the 
strategic objective of the 
Public Relations Advisory 
Board is therefore to pro­
duce, for the public and pri­
vate sectors, a crop of public­
relations practitioners whose 
training is practical oriented 
and clearly relevant to work I 

j and intended to facilitate 
progress in employment j 
and higher education.

1 By Sunny Biaqhere

Ptming hernse m
^^ONFUSION as to who 
xrFor what the Public Rela­
tions Practitioner is. persists 
inspite of the commendable 
stride made by the NIPR in 
its 25 years of existence. Part 
of the problem has to do with 
the infiltration of charlatanry 
into the profession over the 
years. Even among practi­
tioners there arc those whose 
idea of a “seasoned" Public 
Relations expert is that of 
overdressed male or female 
models

The probability (hat some 
PR practitioners go into the 
calling by accident cxists.lt is 
therefore not unusual for 
these species of PR men to 
be regarded as never-do- 
wells and dropouts. Worse 
still, the role the PR 
practitioner in a corporate 
organisation should play re­
mains unclear.

Mr. Victor Ogundipe, First 
Bank’s Assistant General 
Manager. Special Duties, in 
his book. "Corporate Image 
— the Strategic Imperative in 
the Nigerian Hanking Sector' 
highlighted this confusion 
when he said: “To some, the 
practitioner is the one who is 
coming up to cover-up the 
short-comings of the corpora­
tion, to others the practition-

• NIPR President Michael Okereke meets naval chief Koshoni 
er is the one who will keep the 
press at bay when they arc 
prying; to others still this is 
the person who will shield the 
executives from revelations 
of corporate excesses "

Against this backdrop, 
immediate task which i 
NIPR has set for itself is what 
its national Secretary- 
General, Mr. Fassy A. Yusuf 
refers to as “sifting the chaff 
from the grain in order to 
bring respectability to the 
profession."

To this end. the NIPR has 
initiated moves for an enabl­
ing decree, by the Federal 
Government, 
practice of p 
for a charter!

cxists.lt


For GUARANTEED products and services of highest 
quality.
Petroleum products that CAN NEVER BE 
adulterated.
Engine oils made and tested to 
HIGHEST INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS

Kerosine that is easily available and safe to use

Eagle gas that makes your cooking time fun time.
P It is safe too

Today's IIATIOI1AL OIL
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Enjoy SKOL 
for full-bodied flavour
Skol's got a super taste. It's got Soul - and a 
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i Construction of Naval Dockyard, by Spibat Nigeria Ltd Rice farm Project

Areo Contractors Helicopter Service

LOOK AT (INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
IN NIGERIA THROUGH iBRtf

The IBRU Organisation. 33 Creek Road. PM.B. 1155, Apapa, Lagos. Nigeria. Tel: (01) 8711490, 8731581, 876U26, 6181787.
Telex: 20186; 21324. Cables: IBRU Lagos

.agos Sheraton Hotel

irrigation schemes, construction and steel works manufacture of Skoi 
larger beer, bulk and liquid transportation by land and sea. distribution 
and marketing of industrial chemicals, food processing; chemical 
preparations, plastic and container manufacturing

Ybnlf MEANS 
BUSINESS

J BRU are pioneers in the production and distribution of fish and animal 
protein, thereby not only strengthening Nigena s human resources for 
over 25 years but also building a healthy and viable economy Our 
other activities include a strong agro-industrial base; farming and
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Old songs, new tunes
Maitama Sule re-asserts the trouble with Nigeria

• Suie
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leration’s mis- 
their track re­

in opposition — was 
J out.

By Paul Nwabulkwu

goals and objectives, then embodied 
in the culture of any people is their 
ideology." Sule inquired rhetorically: 
"didn’t we operate a system that was a 
government...before the advent of the 
white man. a system that was as demo­
cratic as Western democracy?"

But he was not done yet. Immorality 
and indiscipline, he said, his voice 
dropping dramatically low, consti­
tuted even a greater problem. In his 
view, any attempt to solve other prob­
lems that do not take these twin 
blights into consideration would end 
up a monumental waste of time. In a 
memorable passage that got the audi­
ence applauding ecstatically, Sule

^■HE title of Yusuf Maitama Sule’s 
■ lecture, delivered last Tuesday at 

the Nigerian Institute of International 
Affairs (NIIA), “Which Way, Niger­
ia?”, could not have received any tro­
phy for originality. As someone re­
marked cynically, “What will he say 
that Sunny Okosuns has not said?” 
But through his wit, humour and bril­
liance, Sule gave life to the otherwise 
drab topic. For many, it was an aural 
feast, as Sule tried to unravel the 
tragedy that is the Nigerian condition 
— as well as point the way forward.

However, the high point came at the 
end of the 17-page, 55-minute lecture. 
A young woman stood up. “To what 
extent, sir,” she asked, "would you 
say you have contributed to the failure 
of Nigeria’s leadership in your 28 years 
of public life?"

There was a sharp intake of breath, 
then the 600-odd audience broke out 
in applause. But Sule, politician, 
administrator, diplomat and consum­
mate orator, was too much of an old 
hand to be rattled. “I am a banned 
politician,” he deadpanned. Then, he 
acknowledged that the question was in 
order. “I am one of those people. I 
cannot exonerate myself.” He went 
ahead to justify his interest in public 
policy (an interest which Gabriel Olu- 
sanya, director-general of the Nige­
rian Institute of International Affairs 
described as "a hobby, although a pas­
sionate one.”) As a father, he said, he 
wanted the younger generation to 
learn from the older gem 
takes and improve on tl 
cord.

He identified the “dual personality” 
engendered by colonialism as a prin­
cipal cause of our woes. “Today, 
standing at the end of the twentieth 
century, we look over the road we 
have travelled as a nation and feel that 
in our effort to bridge the gap between 
our material progress and that of the 
western world, we have acquired too 
many contradictions from history.”

Sule went back in time, to the late 
fifties and early sixties when it seemed 
opportunies were limitless and hope 
blossomed in the hearts of Africans. 
Independence, he declared, “throws 
into sharp relief basic economic and 
social problems hitherto eclipsed by 
the over-riding problems of foreign 
domination.”

More than anything else, Sule sees

the "government and opposition” 
mentality in the emerging African 
states as the most destructive political 
ailment. Of this "we and them” atti­
tude to politics, examplificd by the in­
tolerance of governing parties and the 
paranoia of those tn opposition, Sule 
says, "there is some element of truth 
in both arguements, but the remainder 
of the truth lies elsewhere.” Other 
problems identified by Nigeria’s ex-

of
Howevi 
that of 
other s 
stance • 
moded.

The ex-diplomat takes his advocacy 
— a notch higher — right into the 
sacrosanct realm of ideology. The man 
who started his speech by washing his 
hands off intellectualism ( "I am not 
an intellectual. I have never claimed to 
be one,”) sees little merit in doctrine, 
left or right. In his words: “Personally, 
I believe that if by ideology we mean

/ cannot exonerate myself ' 
representative to the United Nations 
include “the policy of rewarding 
friends and punishing enemies; nepot­
ism; the danger of blurred vision, the 
tendency of freedom fighters to lose 
sight of the new and urgent realities of 
independence, megalomania; dicta­
torship ” Sule was scathing in his ver­
bal put-down of the dictators who 
"adorn" Africa’s political landscape- 

Sule has been a consistent advocate 
the "back-to-the-roots” idea.

ver. his pitch is different from 
if Leopold Sedar Senghor and 

apostles of negritude whose 
: is somewhat quaint and out-

asserted that "there is meaningless­
ness in philosophy, insecurity in pol­
ity. exploitation in economy, im­
morality in society, distortion in fact, 
frustration in literature, lack of 
creativity in art, chaos in politics and 
corruption in all our dealings.”

Sule’s panacea: spiritual rejuvena­
tion and moral discipline. He holds 
that belief in God will do Nigeria and 
Africa a lot of good; "the real sanction 
for morality lies in the love for and fear 
of God.”

The sustained applause at the end 
was proof that Sule made a success of 
the lecture. Beyond that, however, as 
some who attended noted, in spite of 
the noble sentiment it was all discon­
certingly vague with the usual dose of 
platitudes. One of the few specific ex­
amples in the speech — how late 
Obafcmi Awolowo and others suf­
fered for being ii 
carefully crossed
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Government barks at the CA

1 By Wale Akin Alni
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impression on some of the members.
The rancour over

the Sharia was not I 1
only within the . I - v
assembly. On I. \
November 25, the i 9^' -iJ iJ

k ■'
• Aikhomu: The Sharia issue Is over

s the most unexpected 
issed by the President of 
Association of Nigeria,

chairman as the reason for govern­
ment's intervention. His view some­
how echoed that of Abba Dabo, one 
of the most vocal in the pro-Sharia 
group who had two weeks ago accused 
Aniagolu of insincerity over the Sharia 
issue.

Simeon Idu, an elected member 
placed the blame on the entire nomin­
ated members of the Assembly. For 
him. the Sharia issue would have been 
resolved out tor nominated members 
“who kept running around the Chair­
man and pressing him into a sort of 
panic action.'* Idu, like Dr. Sani 
Mohammed of Gungura, Ganjiwa 
Constituency of Bauchi state also felt 
that government’s action was prema­
ture.

For Philip Asiodu, however, a 
r c^ninated member, government’s ac­
tion was inevitable, considering what 
he observed as the deterioration in de­
corum and seriousness in the Assem­
bly over the Sharia issue.

But perhaps 
view was expres 
the Christian Assock

munity registered its 
jurisdiction c ' ’ — 
affecting n 
lieved that 
including ft 
and observance” 
guaranteed in this way. 
cd support for both u 
elected members from 
the Assembly, whom 
“must have spoken in 
Sharia.”

However, such support for assem­
bly members on the vexatious issue of 
the Sharia became redundant last 
week as members busied themselves 
with the implications of the Govern­
ment’s decision. Alhaji Abu Ibrahim, 
a nominated member of the assembly 
blamed the “manipulations” of the

Assembly on two occasions in the last 
two weeks. And on Monday Novem­
ber 21, Assembly Chairman, the jus­
tice Anthony Aniagolu stood the risk 
of being ostracised from the 567- 
member house when he was prevented, 
with loud shouts of “No! No! No!,” 
from addressing the Assembly. The 
Chairman’s “crime” was the non­
inclusion of Section 6 of report of the

“Government will not 
allow the incipient acri­
mony arising from the 
\Sharia debate to degener­
ate further”

rancour over 
laria was not 

within the 
>ly. On 
iber 25, the 

Oyo State Muslim 
Community, in a let­
ter to the Chairman 
of the Constituent 
Assembly, express­
ed disappointment 
over the vituper; 
tions against the ii. 
elusion of the Sharia 
in the Constitution. 
In a statement 
signed by chief im­
ams of all the local 
governments of the state, the com­
munity registered its support for the 
jurisdiction of the Sharia in matters 

muslims. The Imams be­
at the “Freedom of religion 
; freedom of religious practice 

could only be 
°y. They express- 
.i nominated and

Oyo State in 
they believed 
favour of the

US ICE-ADMIRAL Augustus 
I kJ Aikhomu, the Chief of General 
1 Staff was last Monday a study in in- 
I dignation and anger. His voice, as he 

-I stood behind the podium at the co 
I ference centre in Abuja, venue of pi 

cecdings of the Constituent Assembly, 
acerbic and stem, almost as a 
'jant-major’s, calling to order a 
,ing parade.

~u« eight-paragraph speech which 
five minutess. Aikhomu told 

>ers of the assembly in no unmis- 
♦erms of the social consequences 
«cir divided, and sometimes 

>tous debates on the Sharia in the 
rstitution for the Third Republic.
final word: stop further debate on 

sections 6(2) to 6(6) (d) and sections 
248 to 263 of the report of the Con­
stitution Review Committee (CRC); 
clauses relevant to the Sharia ?nd Cus­
tomary Courts of Appeal.

The decision to remove the Sharia 
issue from the jurisdiction of the Con­
stituent Assembly and place it solely in 
the hands of the Armed Forces Ruling 
Council (AFRC) was taken about 42 
hours earlier on Saturday November 
26, when members of the security 
council, which included President 
Ibrahim Babangida, Aikhomu, and 
Service Chiefs met in Dodan Bar­
racks. Obviously, the concern, as later 
stated by the Chief of General Staff in 
his address to the assembly members 
was that government “will not allow 
the incipient acrimony already gener­
ated by the debate on this issue to 
degenerate further.”

Also, sources say that intelligence 
reports reaching Dodan Barracks 
showed that the Sharia issue was being 
used clandestinely for political trade­
off. For instance, some members of 
the assembly, it was gathered, 
made it known that they would sup­
port the Sharia if the presidency was 
conceded to their section of the coun­
try. Aikhomu tacitly made the Assem­
bly members aware of this point when 
he stated that “I urge you not to allow 
extremists, outside groups, indi­
viduals or interests succeed in their 
efforts to co-opt you into unpatriotic 
or sectional designs.”

The heat generated over the Sharia 
issue had led to the adjournment of 
the proceedings of the Constituent ,

review committee in the day’s pro­
ceedings which he explained arose 
from his desire to have amendments 
on the Sharia courts harmonised with 
opposing views and the awaited report 
of the State Judicature Committee 
(16). His explanation made little or no

catholic Arch-Bishop Olubunmi Oko- 
gie who believes that government had 
no business in interfering with the pro­
ceedings of the Assembly. He 
observed that “Religion is no business 
of government, any reasonable gov­
ernment should in fact keep complete­
ly away from religion. ” His view was in 
consonance with those of Reverend 
Austin Samson, representing Etinan 
I, Akwa Ibom and Reverend Moses 
Antsc from Gboko East, Benue State 
They felt that the debate on the Shana 
issue had not really started and, there­
fore, the intervention of government 
was unwarranted. Perhaos for the 
Christians, they would have preferred 
that the problem with the Sharia be 
settled through a straight debate once 
and for all.
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with the not-so-witty 
questions she fielded, 
which got equally prosaic

-I

hgerian' wor

"what*: 
would 
contest?", 
would like 
world tn 
especially 
achiever^. 
feet 6 inches.i!

■

Society i
EVENTS '

» Williams A deserved award

Afprint designerr of the year is...

Oasis (swimwear and 
sports wear). Living 
Daylights (casual and for­
mal daywear), Shiver­
ing Breeze (cool weather 
fashions) and Flights of 
Fancy (Haute Couture).

The strong points of 
many of the designers lay 
more in aesthetic com­
binations of fabrics such

answers.
The last segment, a test 

of individual talent, put 
more life into the contest. 
Singing was one talent 
the last five finalists had 
in common; with each 
trying to out-perform the 
other. With her skill on 
the keyboard, Oby Okolie 
22, with vital statistics of 
36-26-38, endeared her­
self to the audience by 
proferring a theme song 
for co-sponsors, Jobilex. 
Chima Maduakor on her 
part appealed to pati 
sensibilities by pla 
the national ant, 
These were, howeA 
sufficient to clint 
crown.

Wit was also on Adebo- 
wale's side. When asked 

t's the first thing you 
1 do if you win the 

she said "I 
like to show the 
that Nigerians 

illy the women ar 
?rs."Oby Okolie, 5 
l..^hes, emerged

Say Fashions had some 
imaginative designs and 
made effective use of 
adornments. In her pre­
sentations under the 
flight of fancy category, 
dull-coloured Ankara 
was mixed with sequins, 
stones, frills and 
flounces.

The judges which in­
cluded fashion desig­
ners, Princess Abah Ade- 
sanya, and David Dale an 
artist declared Ore Wil­
liams, a legal practition­
er, Afprint Designer of the 
Year. Prizes include a tro­
phy, N5.000 and o 

3 weekend trip to Federal 
5 Capital Territory, Abuja, 
j To Mrs. Opral Benson, 
? the lya-Oge (Mother of 
S Fashion) .of Lagos, "Mrs 

Williams deserved to 
win."

African beauty contests. 
For. last two Saturdays 
Miss Nigeria beauty con­
test saw 19-year-old Ade- 
wumni Adebowale 'cap­
ture' the highly-coveted 
crown with her 5 feet 10 
inches, towering above 
the 11 other contestants.

The contest attracted a 
large crowd who, unde­
terred by the N50 gate-fee 
and an extra N20 for the 
programme, thronged the 
venue, L' Eko Meridien 
Hotel, Lagos. One gentle­
man was willing to dish 
out as much as N2.000 to 
secure front row seats for 

mal guests.
generally

-ppearances were 
-Iped by the poorly 
led set; while 
j Buki Ajayi, co- 
»re with Funsho 
u, didn't help either 

not-so-wi 
she

•SUU7HERE have all the 
I ww creative designers 
gone? A fashion show 
sponsored by Afprint, a 
textile manufacturing 
concern, to choose the 
"Afprint -Designer 1988," 
left th'e question on some 
lips. Under the theme 
"The World of Cotton," 
five fashion houses 
showed off "designs" 
churned out from fabrics 
manufactured by the 
sponsors, to a cross sec­
tion of Nigerians and ex­
patriates at Eko L' Meri­
dien Hotel Lagos on Sun­
day, November 27. They 
were in sepiarate categor­
ies like "Mirage and

:l "If

imen are achievers 
was still : 
Banquet He 

Happily, 
vious contes 
queen recei 
delivery of the first 
— a Santana GL L 
Car valued at N95.000. 
Adebowale is also ex­
pected to participate in 
the Miss World pageant. 
Due to paucity of funds, 
Times Leisure Service 
had been unable to spon­
sor past beauty queens. 
Towards this end, Otun- 
ba Alice Jobi, owner of 
Jobitex, donated £2,000 
(N20.000) to help off-set 
expenses.

Tunde Savage, general 
manager of Times Lei­
sure Services and who 
has become synonymous 
with Miss Nigeria Beauty 
contest, appeared to have 
taken a back seat this 
time.

first runner-up.
For Jobitex, it was an 

opportunity to promote its 
canned products.

Guests who witnessed 
the all-night long event 
included past queens, 
Morenike Coker (1969), 
Toyin Monney (1977) and 
Rosemary Okeke (1984). 
Commenting on the 
beauty contest, Toyin 
Monney, a bi-lingual 
secretary, noted that 
"though this year's has 
been on a lowkey, it has 
involved a greater field, 
when compared to 1977, 
which involved the aver­
age working class girl."

Arrangements by co­
sponsors, Times Leisure 
Services, weren't hitch- 
free. A visibly worried 
Toyin Monney com­
plained about "no accom­
modation arrangement 
for us." Up until 3 a.m. 
Sunday morning, she

as Ankara and Satin, pro­
ving just how versatile 
the fabrics can be. Du­
plications of designs 
brought in a certain 
monotony or even bore­
dom. it was a rash of 
pleats, coat-tails, reversi- 
bles, and detachable out­
fits. Colours of turquoise, 
pink, yellow, black had a 
field day. Some models 
put on worn-out shoes 
which disgraced the 
attires.

Mrs. Ore Williams of
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HTUBO OKO is one ol 
those young men who 
have tasked themselves

z^JHi IHOMUANYA.
though "fascinated" 

by the anatomy, isn't in 
the medical line. A stu­
dent of architecture at the 
University of Lagos. Chi 
paints nudes because 
"it's an aspect of art that 
has been largely neg­
lected." Not minding that 
such paintings may 
offend the moral sensi 
lities of some, he 
"societal norms apart, . 
(nudity) a lot of bear 
and I intend to project i 

Last Friday at 1 
Federal Palace

fj? BOUT six 
&jdlago, three 
based medical prat 
ers came up with a 
that would 
beyond direct practice.

ys that 
se. a 
ind art

—I

> Mike, ’ 
of knocking 
Jesus L« 
people up.

— Rev. Henry Payden to 
heavyweight boxing cham­
pion, Mike Tyson , who was 
baptised last week at an 
American Baptist Church.

I have been looking 
Larry Koinyan’s ror

— Passenger

ing. Keen watchers of 
fashion shows may 
have seen him at one time 
or the other, moving 
down the cat-walk with 
precise macho steps. He 
did not receive any for­
mal training in modelling 
but says it's all a matter of 
"good carriage and confi­
dence."

Drs. Doyin Oliupc. Yomi 
Finnih and Orc Falomo, 
felt that the low level of 
health education itself 
was a problem. And so 
the three decided to put a 
few of their worries over 
health matters into print. 
The result is a publica­
tion, Life Mirror" which is

Nigeria Airways flight, over­
flying Bida town at 27,000 
feet altitude.

ANA < 
Makurdi 
the publisl 
lights 
attached 
has servt

the society face to 
th its injustices. In 

>k. The Secret of the 
whose green cov­

ers were unveiled for the 
first time at this year's 

conference in 
by Heinemann, 
shers, Oko high- 

the stigma 
to a man who 

___ red time in jail 
and which denies him job 
chances. It turns out that 
the man did not even 
commit the offence. Oko 
believes that we deny our 
humanity by refusing to 
rehabilitate the ex­
convict. The work is 
based on a real life inci­
dent.

"I was particularly dis­
turbed by the case of a 
man who was implicated 
in an armed robbery, was 
tried, convicted and ex­
ecuted but it was disco­
vered too late that there 
had been an error -and the 
government apologised." 

Oko has two other 
works in the press. His 
literary journey began 
long ago. "I had a writing 
flair which started when I 
was small. I used to write 
stories and I later made 
some money from writing 
stories for newspapers. 
After some time it occur­
red to me that I should 
write novels.."

Currently. Oko is a doc­
toral student at the De­
partment of Theatre Arts • 
of the University of i 

| Ibadan.

Lagos, Chi who sayj 
his mother, Rost 
fashion designer an 
collector, influenced his 
interest in art. mounted 
an exhibition of NUDES, 
in his first major outing.

Probably the love of the 
anatomy explains Chi's 
involvement in modell-

aimed at "bringing 
focus various health 
conceptions."

The publication which 
hits the newsstands this 
month will dabble into 
fashion and music. 
"These too contribute to 
the well-being of Nige­
rians," says Finnih. Quite 
aware of the sudden 
death of some new pub­
lications, Okupe chips in 
that "without being undu­
ly prophetic, we have 
made something of our 
lives and a-e committed 
to health."
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In Zimbabwe racism is ventilated in biting ways
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jds, 
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in 
and 
sub- 

some

° In Zimbabwe each race still patronizes its own pubs and res­
taurants

XS, 
md 

s same 
ride in 

us; they 
each 

llv 
In 

Te col- 
In the

try any 
say that 
is with

By Klngslay Ossdolor In H> 
zero

hosts and 
finitely 
bother, 
racism 
and Ardbenr; 
are still prec 
inhabited by 
just like Blacks 
commonest 
Mbare, 
other hit 
tubs of I

lege
and of 

jrs only two

ja^p=
J” ....

and inactions. During the 
last independence 
anniversary celebra­
tions, for example, fewer 
than 200 whites, most of 
them members of the di­
plomatic corps, were pre­
sent at the National Sta­
dium that accommodated 
over 50,000 spectators. 
Whites make up two per 
cent of the country's esti-

te as 
ted it 
1 that 

sentiment early this 
month when as the guest 
of honour at the speech 
and prize-giving day of 
Falcon College in 
Matabeleland province 
he urged private schools 
to prune their exorbitant 
fees that usually discour­
age the underprivileged, 
particulany l _’ck< from 
seeking admission into 
such schools. Of its 443 
student-enrolment. Fal­
con College has 74 Afri­
cans; and of its 31 
teachers only two are 
Blacks.

mated population of 8.5 
million. And perhaps 
most of the whites see 
the independence 
anniversary as a celebra­
tion of their defeat: the 
tumble from the peak to 
the valley.

In fact, it 
inspires the fifth column 
activities of some former 
Rhodesian' military and 
intelligence officers some 
of whom are either on 
trial or aro already in jail 
for myriad sabotage and 
terrorist activities inside 
Zimbabwe. Says Michael 
Smith, a former member 
of the "Rhodesian" Spe­
cial Air Services, who is 
currently standing trial in 
Harare lor his alleged in­
volvement in a fatal 
bomb attack in Bulawayo 
last January: 'I do not

patrons is de­
not worth the 

Even in housing, 
shows. Arcadia 

inie suburbs 
redominantly 

r coloureds 
; are tuo 

sight 
Highfield 

:igh-density 
Harare. In s 

blocks of flats in town, 
only whites are, and can 
be, the occupants, be­
cause prospective 
tenants are carefully 
screened to eliminate 
those who do not belong 
to the tribe. It thrives on a 
crafty circumvention of 
the law.

Endogamy reigns; cou­
ples of mixed races aro 
perhaps a handful. Thore 
is often a subtle expross-

jement 
e speed 
thereby pro-

[ an extant debate 
:k advancement in 

__ economic sector. 
Several months ago, 
strike over alleged rack 
discrimination nearly pa­
ralysed the operations of 
one of the country's lead­
ing banks. Observed 
President Robert
Mugagbe last June: We 
feel we have bent 
ourselves over back­
wards. and stretched our 
hand of friendship and re­
conciliation in their 
(whites) direction, and 
that their response has 
not been as complete 
we would have wante 
to be." He rephrased 

early

ion of shock, if not resent­
ment, when a couple of 
mixed races sweeps past. 
Even as lovers, it is easier 
to see a whiteman with a 
black girl than to behold 
a black chap with a 
white girl; often the 
white girl, is a foreigner. 
Only a fow months ago a 
coloured woman,
apparently crimson with 
rage, was asking her do- 
tribalised coloured 
daughter how many 
Blacks she had slept with 
of late.

In large, white- 
controlled business orga­
nisations, blacks rise to 
top management posi­
tions at the speed of a 
dinosaur, 
voking 
of Blacl 
the

E^ipHE sun rises early 
these days. It is sum­

mer time. Gradually, 
downtown Harare stirs 
into life; it soon billows 
with the surge of people 
from the outlying high- 
and low-density suburbs. 
But the pace is unhurried: 
Harare is neither Tokyo 
nor Nev/ York. It is not 
Lagos either. Blacks, 
whites, coloureds anu 
Asians walk on the 
pavement; they ri' 
the same elevator 
beam a smile at 
other, and occasional!] 
they embrace and kiss. L 
some offices, they arc 
leagues or equals. Ii 
afternoon they can walk 
into the same cafe for 
takeaways, or into tho 

’ same restaurant for 
lunch. They all mingle 

. and shop in the same 
hall. 8

One decade ago that 
scenario v/as unlikely; it 
was abominable, legis­
lated against. Then, 
Prime Minister Ian Smith 
and his fellow 
white "Rhodesians" 
basked in institutional­

ised racism. That was 
supposed to have been 
swept away by the blood 
of the martyrs of the Li­
beration War on whose 
heels’‘an independent 
and multi-racial Zim­
babwe emerged in April 
1980, bound by the ribbon 
of national * reconcilia­
tion.

Myths and habits have 
a phoenix-life existence; 
they die hard. Thus, be­
neath the patina of Zim- 

I babwe's multi-racialism 
flov/s an undercurrent of 
racism. Though a drama- 

, 'tic chmbdcwn from the 
heyday' of "Rhodesia," 
the effect, to a sirange.r . 
used to freer climes, is 
only slightly less painful. 
Racism, subtle and sys- I 
tematic, is almost every­
where; is felt in actions

LIVING 

believe this (Zimbabwe) 
to be a free counti 
longer... I would sc 
my allegiance ia 
South Africa."

Each race patronises its 
own pubs and res­
taurants which are not 
necessarily off-limits to 
an "outsider". But the in­
convenience, taunts and 
lace-curtain discrimina­
tion are such that for any 
one out to have a good 
time, venturing into a 
place where one would 
be greeted by stono-facod

■ __ .
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Drive for national integration continues but 
cultural diversity persists in Nigeria

would 
others.

5

J

veloj 
that

the regal entry of the 
Yoruba lady, you say. But 
you may be proved wrong 
by Nigerian unity.

you seen the Mex- 
jmbrero? You ha-

cometimes ® 
ouould you *. 
enough to 

their own nc

ven't seen anything yet. 
Then take a look at the 
engine of a Peugeot 305 
car. With your mind's 
eye, turn this compli­
cated machine into some 
shiny fabric and place it 
on the sombrero. Now 
offer this to as many 
women as you please. 
Whoever agrees to carry 
this yoke outside the bou­
doir must come from 
the land of the rising sun.

What about men? Well, 
the Nigerian man's 
fashion is quite dull, I 
must confess. These days 
even the southerners in 
flowing gown have learnt 
to do the butterfly swim­
ming style, hitherto re­
served for the dashing 
northerners. So you can't 
say that anyone seen 
hoisting his bejewelled 
arm, pinching a flank of 
his agbada before venge- 
fully slamming it back, is 
from Kano or Mubi. Even 
your local Ijaw man gun­
ning for the post of assis­
tant treasurer at ‘the Lagos 
Branch of the Ijaw De-

’^pment Union can do 
t for you, with equal

gusto.
But the pride of Nige­

rian manhood — fashion­
wise — is the South Eas­
terner. This is a knotty 
case of glamour. Select 
some 100 black men from 
different ethnic groups 
and give each about 12 
yards of "wrapper” to cov­
er their natural blemish 
(an erudite Ibibio term for 
nakedness) with. You will 
find that at least two of 
the contestants will tie 
massive pillow-sized 
knots that sleep on tho 
groins. The knot, you 
need no time to find 
out, is actually nearly the 
whole volume of the fab­
ric. And two skinny Afri­
can legs belonging to the 
bland Efik and Ibibio 
gents sprout out of the 
knots, sometimes expos­
ing — should you bo un- 
couth enough to look 
closely — their own natu­
ral blemish. However the 
ability to turn 12 yards 
into a mini (knotted) skirt 
is a feat, anyday. Look no 
further. The other 98 — 
hereinafter referred to as 
the less cultured — may 
cover even their ankles 
with the fabric if they like 
— but they are, you might 
agree, anything but 
fashionable.

A lot of Nigerians won­
der why some queer pas­
sengers in cars or buses 
keep telling each other: 
"A-beg dress" or "dress 
down". What they do not 
know is that the term "A- 
beg dress" was first used 
by visitors to the old 
South Eastern State to re­
mind the elegant gentle­
men there that they were 
exposing their blemish. 
And shame on snooty 
visitors: not only is "a-beg 
dress" a nationally 
abused term, used these 
days on people sweating 
inside three-piece 
woolen suits, but — fire of 
fires! — our brothers in 
"Calabar" have now been 
forced to cover their blem­
ish. Which, if you come to 
think of it, is a cultural 
shame. By Naaeyo Uko

■■•HOSE who still doubt 
4 Nigeria's supremacy 

in the field of cultural 
sophistication should try 
this litle experiment. Pick 
2,000 Kenyans,or,perhaps, 
an equal number of white 
West Europeans,all dres­
sed in one kind of native 
attire — the colour each 
individual prefers. 
Among the Kenyans, see 
if judging only by the out­
fit alone, you can identify 
a Masai. Among the 
Europeans, pick the Ger­
man, the English or the 
Dutch. Impossible? You 
are right.

Welcome to Nigeria. Ah 
you say, all I have to do is 
hazard a joke, and when 
the contestants smile, 
you can shout: That is a 
northerner, perhaps, even 
a Hausa man, from his 
kola teeth. The short ones 
are Igbo or Ibibio — and 
of course the tell-tale trib­
al marks would give 
away the others. If you 
are a keen observer you 
will even say confidently 
that the one expressing 
surprise by opening the 
mouth wide in what 
might very well be a two- 
minute yawn is a wester­
ner. But what if they all 
are of the same height, all 
frowning and unexcited?

Here is the solution. 
First the colour separa­
tion. Look out for the red 
shirt, blouse, "wrap­
per".... and they will 
bleep: Igbo, Igbo, Igbo. 
And as for that fiery 
mobile rainbow with the 
lunatic red fighting the 
purple, the blue, the de­
linquent green and pink 
— all the colours waging 
war — you may bet your 
last wife — sure you can 
pick up another in a tick, 
that it's a Fulani lady. But 
a frank pink or that rest­
less yellow—that signals

String9 em together ™p^BOO-K ■ 
drop, so to avoid trouble 

_ _ the Igbos take precau­
tion. They secure the da­
mned red thing with a 
thick twine. Okay, if you 
can't see the twine, how 
then can you pick an Igbo 
woman? 

Have j 
icon soi

So you have to try the 
highly reliable walkie- 
talkie test. Bring, if you 
like, a million black peo­
ple from all over the globe 
— all dressed in "wrap­
per". Let them take five 
steps. Then freeze their 
movements.* Perhaps 
there are 200 "wrappers" 
on the ground, and a few 
hundred held like the 
wings of an eagle trying 
to land.

Then you can say with 
all confidence that you 
have spotted the Yoru­
bas. But mind the style, 
though. The true Yoruba 
lady has one of the most 
emotive and stylish gaits 
the country can boast of 
and so never strips 
carelessly. The "wrap­
per" is tied in a post­
classic loose knot and is 
expected to unfold gayly 
anytime the lady claps 
her palms in coy surprise, 
and this she does often. 
And the cloth slips down 
like a lady snake, to re­
veal the neatness and 
price tag of the undies.

It is an abomination for 
other Nigerian women to
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of tradition becomes more distressing. Let us 
explain.

It happened at the launching organised to pro­
vide funds for the extension of the palace of that 
revered monarch, the Obong of Calabar. The 
emcee for the occasion set the tone of proceed­
ings. Midway into his introductory speech, he 

folded the paper, removed his glasses, looked in the 
direction of the Obong. before confessing to a grievous 
crime: the ancestors were left out of the agenda. He forgot to 
have libations poured. The error was frantically corrected, 
and the programme went on.

But the worst was yet to come. The co-emcee, a disc 
jockey with that great bastion of broadcasting, Radio Crosss 
River ("this is the latest from Maikel Yackson...") was the 
problem. Her affected accent was so thick you could cut it 
with a knife. She tried to force laughs out of her helpless

siding
■ ET's weave you some yarn, then try it on for 
la size and see if it fits. The "Rough Rider”—a 
sizzling new movie which is claimed to be en­
joying tremendous success abroad 

cannot be released in Nigeria because our Film Directors 
Association — F. D.A (oris its Food and Drugs Administra­
tion? F.D.A. too) are still busy counting their toes. Now, 
how does that grab you? Weil, if you don't have the balls to 
speak up, let’s tell you the truth, the whole truth.

There is indeed something called the "Rough Rider” 
which is advertised as "the special condom that kills AIDS 
virus on contact "Now I bet that really grabs you some­
where. Anyway, it is a new condom alright and the story 
surrounding it could make a fairly good plot. But the claim 
of the condom's sui cess or effectiveness can only be verified 
when you try it on /or size (no puns intended).

The "Rough Rider" advertisment first chp-clopped onto 
the pages of some daily tabloids on December 1 — World 
zl IDS Day (what brilliant coimdence) Bid the mischievious 
question is being raised whether the advert received the nod 
of approval from F.D.A. (guess which F.D.A.). The 
grapevine gist has it that the F. D.A. was approached by the 
manufacturers of "Rough Rider” condom. Bannacount Ex­
ports Limited. England, for a marketing permit about five 
months ago. Die F. D zl. which had no reagents to test the 
product samples, requested and received reagents from Eng­
land.

But since then the F D.A. ‘s feet appear stricken by 
bureaucratic elephantiasis. As at press time the F. D.A. was 
still being awaited to take a stand and refute or confirm the 
claim of the "Rough Ruler” advert. The delay is even more 
curious because the National Expert Advisory Committee 
on AIDS (NEACA) had held a meeting and decided to 
advice the F.D.A to approve the condom for marketing. 
The condom has infact received approval of sale m the US 
and Australia.

Interestingly. Health Minister. Proj 
Ransomc-Kutt believes the claim by "Rougl 
a elei er advertising gimmick,'' and that he i_  
the existence of such a condom m Nigeria " Pray, ure the 
F.D.A and NEACA keeping the minister in the dark or 
something? Didn t health ministry officials observe the stam­
pede on December I for the 720 samples of " Rough Rider " 
which were sent bv Bunnacount to Nigeria as contribution to 
the World AIDS day?

Anvhow. Nigerians who are anxious for more enlighten­
ment might continue sitting m limbo (apologies to Jimmy 
Cliff) until F.D.A.'s elephantiasis is cured.

'ifessor Ohkove 
gh Rider" is "just 
: is "nor aware of

H / is an old \tor\. of course ( olonud mentahts. .4 Black 
U from the hinterlands of Africa. places that would have 
scared a Mungo Park, sttddenls sprouts a dual personalus 

' and thinks he's a white man He starts speaking in a vers 
aljecicd manner, sounding like someone who is being 
strangled slow ty Wole Soy inka it ould cull it Phnetik Nans- 
mi ths.

Ordmards. there's nothing particularly notew orth\ ab­
out this h has become .so pervasive We are daily assaulted 
by the <///<*< ted mannerisms of been-los and been-tos at heart 
on TV. radio, in airport announcements, almost every­
where. Hut i olonud mentality w hen it invades the sanctuary

victims (a.k a guests) with dessicated jokes And worst of all. 
m a place i» here proceedings should be conducted with the 
sober dignity that becomes royalty, our lady was rudely 
impatient Clap for him." she would scream at the guests, 
"will you? Clap for him.1"

The organisers of the event were understandably distres­
sed at her antics. She w as approached and told logo "yently, 
yently '' For a few heavenly moments she complied. But you 
can't (earn how to be left-handed in old age. She was soon 
bac k to her old tricks.

But the lady with the mike was not the only adverse 
portent to happen at the launching Chief launcher of the 
occasion. Emmanuel Iwuanyanwu did not show up. and did 
not send an\ representative to explain his absence. But 
perhaps more surprising it as the absence of Dr. Emmanuel 
Nsan. former health minister and a “shon of the shod". IVc 
only hope the Obong. in a show of royal goodwill will 
pardon him.
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Abuse, f- 
Blatant 
Abuse! f 
_____ J

leaders., who. listen., arc shout­
ing HUMAN RIGHTS, al the 
roof top. It is a most cyni 
abuse, but the saddisls insist 
must celebrate!

On the occasion of the 40th 
anniversary 
cl a rat ion of 
A Fricun C 
assessment <

i Letters

On Record

13

International
The Soviet Union more than 

ever is ready to parley with the 
West on the issue of arms reduc­
tion. At the United Nations 
(UN) Genera) Assembly, De­
cember 7, its leader. Mikhail 
Gorbachev, all but openly-de­
clared: “The Soviet Union has 
taken a decision to reduce its

Lib f ary
------- accorded----------

•? s .i.-’i

ipulalion ol the judicial system, 
despots everywhere proclaim 
Human Rights with dubious 
smiles.

Society
Man. through garly days to 

modern limes, has come up 
against all forms of hazards: 
wars, diseases, natural disasters 
and other accidents.

But no danger has threatened 
and aroused the collective con­
cern of mankind as the sexually 
transmitted disease — AIDS

Page 32
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EmiAbata. Tony Okujem

A loan package involving a 
consortium of 10 banks and two 

I Nigerian subsidiaries of the 
| Churchgatc Group was put 
I together in Lagos last week. And 

following the successful negotia- 
I lion of the N45.2 million multi­

credit syndication facility, there 
arc indications that more corpo­
rate bodies will soon take a cue 
from the Churchgate example.
Page 27

UM AN Rights arc sup- 
VV posed to remain inalien- 
" "able. inviolate as part of 
mankind’s ’civilised’ heritage. 
But exigencies do exist; natural 
or man-made in the case of wars 
or other emergencies when there 

i may be a little tampering. The 
; proviso is that such periods of 

aberration must be generally per­
ceived as such, and should not 
merely be a function of the pecul- 

, laror whimsical definition of any 
small group of rulers. Il would be 
a contradiction in terms then, for 
a government sustained on 

i emergency regulations to profess 
a Human Rights policy of any vi­
able kind.

Yet it has been fashionable for 
[ just about everybody, from 

Prcsident-for-lifc autocrats, 
through misguided revolutionar­
ies to even military impostors, to 
vocally attribute to themselves 
supreme respect for the order. 

; Side-by-side with draconian rules 
I of detentions without trials, 

police harassments and man-

Conditions in prisons arc sub­
human The right of the people 
to decent livelihood is denied on 
the corruption-fed debauchery of 
their so-called leaders...the same

of the Universal De­
Human Rights. The 

Guardian makes an 
■ t of the Nigerian situa­

tion. Specifically, Acting Editor. 
Godwin Agbroko. the anchor 
man. observes that the standards 
anticipated for IB B’s glorious 
pronouncements of 1985 have 
been systematically frustrated. 
Generally, there have been near­
ly as many rights violated as 
allowed. That, on the balance, 
seems to make the whole policy, 
untrustworthy, indeed 
treacherous.
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7’ace right here, 
tanks do not rule

I

f
LUCKY FtAKPA* '

Tangled tale of numbers
I have just read your story captioned 

“Tangled tale of numbers" with a rid-

luntry,
Ilorin, 

anger the 
led upon

I must protest against the unneces­
sary focus on Sharia and religion 
(October 24, and Novcmbei 21 j. This 
is a nation where hunger ravages the 
populace ceaselessly; where natural 
disaster strikes the poor masses yearly 
and where government^ indulge in de­
ceit. It benumbs one that you ignore 
these critical issues while highlighting 
religion..
Jude Etuk.
Aba. Imo State

Blood, Fire i 
Greet New 

Sultan
■ Why They Don’t Want Him I

II SlWT __j

E

The rulers of this country (tradition­
al, religious or secular) should learn 
from the Sokoto uprising (November 
21) that the masses of this cot- 
whether from Ondo, Sokoto, II 
Calabar or Degema, are no lor™ 
idle poor that can be trample^ 
with easy abandon.

What happened in the Phillipincs 
and Algeria can take plac 
Guns, bazookas and tank 
alone. They have their limits when 
they meet their match — the peoples’ 
resilience!
Wellington Eterebo.
Port Harcourt, Rivers State

There could not have been a better 
indictment of the country’s traditional 
rulership institution than the protesta­
tion and agitations heralding the im­
position of Dasuki as the new sultan. It 
shows quite glaringly the undemocra­
tic nature and corruption of the in­
stitution The only consolation though 
is that now the mass of the people are 
aware: They know what they want It 
is a very progressive development.

Dasuki could not have been more 
wrong than when he said: "We won 
together ” No. He won, mean while.
Nasiru Anu Magaji. 
Kano.
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Whoever still thinks that the Tala- 
kawas are still a bundle of illiterate 
people who know not their left from 
their right should learn from the Soko­
to cjjisode.
Linus Ochei,
Makurdi. Benue State.
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The blood and fire that greeted the 
selection (or was it election) of Dasuki 
as the Sultan of Sokoto grips one with 
fern'. If this culture of imposing un­
popular men as leaders on a people 
continues into the 3rd Republic, it is as 
good as asking the young colonels to 
standby for another dawn-broadcast 
of “1, Colonel or Brigadier.
Mathias Sanyo.
Benin. Bendel State

Your cover on Sultan Dasuki’s suc­
cession woes was done with depth 
and breadth. One enigma 
you did not advert your attention to, 
though, is the rise by stealth, in signifi­
cance and power in this country of a 
throne that should have been the 
preoccupation of the descendants of 
Dan Fodio and the people he captured 
in the name of islam.

Equally irksome is the naked in­
terest displayed by the government in 
the succession struggle to this sup­
posedly religious office. In one bit, the 
government exhorts religious toler­
ance and a down-play of religious 
issues in the country; and in another, it 
is completely immersed in the same 
religious intrigues.

Obviously, this attitude of the gov­
ernment makes a visioner of George 
Orwell who claimed in Ninateen- 
Eight-Four that governance is essen­
tially a business of double-think, and, 
of course, double-talk.
Inemo Oruebimiekumo, 
Victoria Island. Lagos.

Democracy (not democrazy) is fast 
usurping dictatorial enthronement of 
leaders in this country. The earlier the 
ruling class realizes this, the better; or 
they will pay dearly for it, as is the case 
with the losses, both of government 
and elite property, in the Sokoto show 
of people’s power.
Morenikeji Folorunso, 
Abeokute Ogun State.
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may run 
for cash, 

are unyielding- 
refund to them

^FHE local government clcctior
■ into a hitch from an unex] 

almost all the chairmen of the i 
ly asking the National Elf"

>n scheduled for December 1989,
■ .mo a hitch from an unexpected quarter. Apparently pressed 
most all the chairmen of the 304 local government councils are un, 
asking the National Electoral Commission (NEC), to refund to them 

money their predecessors spent in constructing polling booths during the last 
local government election.

For instance, the Mushin and Ikeja councils in Lagos State, each spent 
little above a whooping N1 million; while the elections cost the Lagos Island 
Local Government Council the sum of N600,0(X).00. In Bendel State, the 
Warri Local Government Council spent N81.150, while the, Akko Local 
Government Council in Bauchi State spent N100,000.

An official of the Ikeja Local Government Council said the various 
council chairmen in the state have asked the Lagos State Electoral Commis­
sion to pick up the tab, but it would appear the commission is not ready to 
touch the bills even with a long pole because of a technical point raised by the 
state's Electoral Commissioner, Reverend Kayode Cadmus. Cadmus told 
The African Guardian that NEC will not honour the bills because there was 
no official letter from NEC authorising the expenditure. "If the councils can

typewrit 
 r—. .... _.*’s name, 

address and, if available telephone > ui>n- 
... _ African Guardian,

.B. 1217, Oshrdi, Loro: 
Letters subject to editing.

• Tony Iredia and (nght) Cadmus NEC will pay if..

produce a written authority to spend money on behalf of NEC, then we will 
pay", he says.

This seems to be the stand of other electoral commissioners in the states. 
Nevertheless, all hopes seem not lost Mr. Tonme Iredia, NEC’s director of 
Public Affairs, unlike Cadmus, says NEC is not repudiating the debts. He 
promises that NEC will pay the affected local government councils when it 
gets money from the Federal Government. He however does not know 
when Iredia’s position tallies with that of NEC’s Chairman, Professor Erne 
Awa, who had told reporters in Lagos, March 27, that NEC will pay the bills, 
though Awa gave the impression that repayment was going to be immediate.

But it appears the councils have exhausted their patience, and are 
understood to be unwilling to co-operate with the commission during the 
next local government election. The consensus is that the chairmen will use 
the available funds to provide facilities for the citizens rather than commit 
them to the conduct of any election. Says one council official in Mushin: “If 
we have got this money it would have helped us in our road construction 
project.”

According to NEC officials, the councils have already started flexing 
muscles. Last July. NEC understandably approached the government for a 
life line of N24 million for the purchase of vehicles and materials for the 
update, display and printing of voters’ register, but the government was said 
to have dished out a negligible N2 million. To make up for the huge 
short-fall, state electoral commissioners were asked to approach their re­
spective state governments and councils for financial assistance, but the 
overture was said to be rebuffed because many of the states and councils 
complained that NEC was still owing them the money spent during the last 
local government election. It seems to be a veritable case of tit for tat.

; squabble over who takes 
NNPC’s books.
upon the said publica- 

i of auditors, Messrs Peat, 
^gunde and Co., 

an action for libel against 
the High

cr: “Population Commission com­
plains of cash crunch, lack of person­
nel, red-tapism” (December 5,1988).

Your reporter must have gone 
somewhere else to procure the inaccu­
rate figures and sums in your story. 
How could the National Population 
Commission in which I am charged 
with Public Affairs be said to be com­
plaining when just a day or two before 
your interview with us in our premises, 
the entire commission had just had a 
conference with the Chief of General 
Staff on all major areas of assistance to 
the Commission? Besides, the CGS 
was most generous with his grace on 
that occasion at which prominent and 

I key figures in this administration (in­
cluding the SFMG, two ministers and 
top aides) were present.
Tola Adeniyi, 
Lagos.

In the cover page of our issue of 12 th 
June 1986 under the caption “ICAN 
indicts Peat, Marwick and Co.”, we 
referred to an article published at 
pages 9 and 10 under the subtitle “Full 
disclosure, trouble over oil accounts 
— audit firms: 
a look at the 1 
Consequent i 
tion, the firm < 
Marwick, -Ani and Ogi 
commenced an action f<_.__
us in Suit No. LD/1547/86 in 
Court of Lages State.
The African Gaurdian has now re­
examined the publication concerned 
and reassessed its position in the mat­
ter. It has, therefore, decided to, and 
hereby retracts in its entirety, the 
alleged offending statement contained 
in the said publication, particularly the 
allegations made on pages 9 and 10 of 
the publication along with the insinua­
tions specifically complained about. 
The African Guardian regrets that the 
publication was ever made and unre­
servedly retracts the publication and 
apologises to Messrs Peat, Marwick, 
Ani, Ogunde & Co. for any embarrass­
ment which the said publication had 
caused them.

Address Letters to the Editor, i 
ten double-space, with writer'
uuuress ana, 
ber, to: The i
House, P.M.i
Nigeria.
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/ doubts. I 
Id not have

rmanent crisis 
into the dus

„ com- 
the council is 

himself to 
just sulk in

iy'
inf
Pa

iromises she has 
c-style are likely 
'ilogical artif-'

• •■age in the 
her new sta-

thc least. If that was 
r wac all abOUt, 

)f it.

bottom warm-blooded 
they were agreeably 
the spectacle and were calculating how 
such women might be incorporated 
into the royal household to make it 
come alive. But I have my 
am almost certain they coulc

"Following Bepazir Bhutto’s stun­
ning victory in Pakistan, those who', 
there and elsewhere^cling to religious 
dogma to resist change risk being en­
gulfed in a permanent crisis, or worse, 
being swept into the dustbin of his­
tory."

been amused in 
what the “better life” was all < 
perhaps they should be wary of

In Pakistan, it was different, of 
course. But I wonder whether similar 
thoughts arc not agitating the minds of 
the fundamentalists, the self- 
appointed law-givers who hold it as 
the ultimate abomination that Benazir 
Bhutto should not only lead the na­
tion’s major political party to victory 
in Pakistan’s recent general elections 
but should actually be called upon to 
head the government of an avowed 
islamic state.

Not even the compromL^. 
had to make in her life-style ; 
to mollify these sociologic 
acts. Her arranged marriaj 
best Pakistani tradition, her 
tus as a mother; her distinctly islamic 
mode of dressing: these are likely to be 
dismissed as mere cosmetics. Her

education at Oxford and Harvard 
(thank Allah she did not study at the 
London School of Economics or at the 
Sorbonne, with digs at the Latin 
Quarter, they will forever 
remind fellow fundamentalists) can­
not but have turned her away irretriev­
ably from the path of Islam. After all, 
the Kcnncdys with whom she was 
quite friendly in Boston are not the 
best advertisements for Catholicism. 
So, how can she in good conscience 
claim to be a true follower of Allah?

Besides, will she not be blinded by 
the desire to avenge the death by ex­
ecution of her father? Zia ul-Haq, the 
architect of this unspeakable political 
betrayal has, it is true, come to a grue­
some and unlamented end. But what 
of his family and his confederates, 
those who enabled him clamp a grind­
ing and sterile dictatorship on Pakis­
tan? Will she spare them? In fact, 
would it not be better to stop her 
somehow?

The lady ain’t for stopping. Given 
the size of her victory — just 10 fewer

iHBHERE clings in my memory a
■ picture that appeared in the
■ Nigerian Tribune abobt six 

months ago (the precise date does not 
matter) of a scene that would have 
been considered obscene if not dow­
nright abominable just five years ago. 
In it, the protagonist of the “Better 
Life for Rural Women” in a state just 
north of the Niger, at the head ot a 
delegation of her cohorts, is standing 
before a paramount traditional ruler 
in the state, a man of great eminence, 
lecturing him on the plans and prog­
rammes and achievement of her asso­
ciation, and on what traditional steps it 
proposes to take to mobilize the 
women of the area for a better life.

She is dressed in a fetchingly-stylcd | 
pair of traditional trousers with a 
matching blouse and she is talking 
with an animation and a confidence 
that must have made the heart of His 
Royal Highness miss a couple of beats, 
despite her being the state governor’s 
wife

What has the world come to? His 
Royal Highness and his courtiers must 
have wondered and wondered, even 
as they put up patiently with what 
must have seemed to' them a gra­
tuitous insult This woman, if the court 
had its way .would be back in the back- . 
rooms of the executive mansion tend­
ing her babies, anticipating her mas­
ter’s — beg your pardon, her hus­
band's — every wish and gratifying it 
even before he has so much as cleared 
his throat to express it. So it has always 
been. So it should remain if the world 
is not to come to a cataclytic end.

Surely, it was vehemently to be 
deplored that herhusband, who ought 
to know better, is conniving at this 
gross instance of apostacy and indisci­
pline, when all that was required was 
assertion of his fore-ordained domi­
nance over her and may be, a good and 
proper spanking would have put her 
squarely in her place — deep in the 
bowels of the executive mansion.

May be I misjudge His Royal High­
ness and his courtiers horribly. Being at 
bottom warm-blooded men, perhaps 

titillated bv

than the 104 seats required for an. 
absolute majority in Pakistan's 207- 
member parliament, stopping her 
would have raised grave questions 
whatever remained of the honour of 
the ruling military government which 
had promised to respect the outcomes 
of the elections, and would have pre­
cipitated a greater crisis than they 
were trying to solve.' And when the 
American and Soviet ambassadors 
reached out to Miss Bhutto in ways 
normally reserved for heads of gov­
ernment, it was clear that she was un­
stoppable.

And so, nine years after the judicial 
murder of her illustrious father, de­
spite exile and detention and every 
^conceivable form of harassment and 
humiliation Zia could exact on the 
Bhutto family, their teeming admirers 
have, in recognition of her courage 
and her commitment to the better­
ment of Pakistan, given Benazir the 
mantle of leadership. She stands 
splendidly vindicated, while her fami­
ly’s traducer had been reduced to an 
nglorious adjunct to the history of 
’akistan. What more can she ask for?

SPHERE is a lesson in all this, I 
U hope, for our local Ayatollahs. 

One of them, perhaps the most noto­
rious among them, once declared that 
he would never subject himself to the 
political rule of a woman Now, his 
constituency is represented in Kaduna 
Local Government by a woman who is 
not even a moslcm! If he has any 
plaints about the way *u 
being run. can he bring 
complain to her, or will he ,......... ........
silence? Clearly, he has painted him­
self into a corner.

In a speech before the South Afri­
can parliament in I960, British Prime 
Minister Harold Macmillan spoke of a 
“wind of change” blowing over Afri­
ca, transforming former colonies into 
independent states. He urged his hosts 
to sway with the wind. They chose to 
resist change and have never known 
any peace since then.

Following Benazir Bhutto's stun­
ning victory in Pakistan, those who . 
there and elsewhere, cling to rebgious 
dogma to resist change risk being en­
gulfed in a permanent crisis, or worse, 
being swept into the dustbin of his­
tory.
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ing to him. his “exclusively militar* 
goals” were to restore the “army’s 
honour”. Among other things, Col. 
Seineldin, who was also said to have 
played a part in the three previous re­
volts, had demanded (just as the re­
bels did in the past) for the uncon­
ditional release of all military officers 
indicted for human rights abuses be­
tween 1976 and 1983. This was when 
the country reeled under harsh, milit­
ary dictatorship and a fierce internal 
war against leftist guerrillas.

However, beneath this apparent 
motivation by esprit de corps lies what 
analysts say is a thirst for power by 
young military officers. In recent

jentinc arm] 
longer an e«;

militarv z" 
week’s 
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I part of t
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crowd of over 100,000 peoj 
to have rallied outside the f 
palace and the congress ; 
and remained there for t.._ 
part of the four days (December 
5) the rebellion raged.

Leader of the uprising. Mohammed 
Ali Scineldin. an army colonel, had 
claimed that his intention was not to 
overthrow the government. Accord- 
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MT a point, the four-day military 
ZtAainsurrection almost degenerated 
into an open clash between the revolt­
ing, heavily-armed, soldiers and 
stone-wielding civilians. Even as 
loyalist troops and policemen had 
taken up positions around the rebel 
headquarters (the Villa Martilia base) 
late last week, hundreds of angry, 
slogan-chanting civilians still managed 
to break through the military cordon, 
rushing into the army base and hauling 
stones and a string of obscenities at the 
mutineering soldiers. It took several 
canisters of teargas and warning shots 
fired into the air by the rebels to dis­
lodge the crowd. In the ensuing 
melee, three people, 
including a policeman 
were killed. Over 30 
others sustained in­
juries

Althouj 
lians (mai 
densely 
areas arount 
Manilla 
base. 
Aires) 
evacuated, 
cance of the 
was not lost on manv 
It came as an indica­
tion that the now fre­
quent wave of rebel­
lion by a section ot the 
Argentine army was 
no longer an entirely 

affair (las 
mutiny

3 fourth within the past 
ms, in an apparent 
forced exit of their 

ir-old democracy and a return 
tary dictatorship, have become 
the evolving Argentine politic- 

drama. In a rare show of solidarity 
government of President 

onsin (installed in 1983), a 
>ple was said 
presidential 

:ss assemblies, 
ut the greater 
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diers were fighting leftist guerillasand 
other alleged anti-government ele­
ments).

The snag, however, is that the civi­
lian administration of President 
Alfonsin has largely remained un­
moved. The nearest they have come to 
listening to the soldiers was early this 
year when they decided‘to exempt 
from trial only those officers who were 
not directly in command. This came 
following the military uprisings in 
April 1987, and January 1988. But the 
bulk of the demands by the revolting 
soldiers, including their request for sab 
ary increases and new equipment have 
been “categorically rejected” by the 
authorities who, perhaps, see all these 
as natural out-cry of a previously over- 
pampered military

Even as negotiations were on early 
last week to end the Seineldin-led re­
bellion, the government had said it 
was sticking to its past no-dcal stance.

“We have not made 
any cocessions of any. 
sort,” Alfonsin had 
announced, insisting 
that his Army Chief of 
Staff, Gen. Jose 
Dante Candi, who 
the rebels want re­
placed, would remain 
in his post. Alfonsin’s 
assurance notwith­
standing, specula­
tions were rife that to 
eventually bring the 
rebels to put away 
their weapons last 
Monday, the govern­
ment had actually en­
tered into a secret 
deal with them. In 
fact, reports were that 
the government 
and the re­

bels had agreed, among other things, 
to a two-week truce during which no 
sanctions would be taken againstjhe 
mutineers. Col. Seineldin, who had 
flown into the country from his milit­
ary post in Panama to lead the revolt 
is, according to the reports, also to be 
put away in protective custody.

Going by government’s version 
(that no deals were struck with Col. 
Scineldin), however, indications are 
that it is only a question of time before 
another bunch of rebels resurface. 
The conditions which hatched last 
week’s insurrection (and the past 
three revolts) still remain largely un­
altered.

times, a crop of the Argentine army 
officers — especially the younger 
generation — have been irked by what 
they see as a systematic plan by the 
civilian government to “Awtrov the 
military." They complaii 
of the severe cut in milit_ 
by President Alfonsin (it 

. by half when he took ovc
also the long-drawn batt.____ _
army officers who were involved in 
human rights abuses and undue bru­
tality during the eight years of military 

rule. The point raised by the young 
officers is that there was no justifica­
tion in punishing a soldier for offences 
committed in the course of his national 
duty, particularly when the country 
was in a state of internal war (the sol-



• Angolas Dos Santos. Botha: A now round of confusion

Pretoria walks out of talks, dashes hopes of earlier aCSord

By Emenike Okorte
'• Cuba's Castro: Not ready to take chances
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ANGOLA/NAMIBIA

Spanner in the wheel
Pre- 
had

Foreign Minister “Pik” Botha, who 
announced Pretoria’s abrupt and sur­
prising withdrawal from the meeting 
gave no detailed reason tor the action. 
He had only spoken of “amber of out­
standing especially over the

question of Cuban withdrawal from 
Angola. But the United States Assis­
tant Secretary of State, Chester Crok­
er, the chief mediator of the talks, la­
ter explained that the South Africans 
had only temporarily withdrawn to en­
able them to assuage a wave of inter­
nal criticisms over the impending 
accord. He had assured that Pretoria 
would soon be back on the negotiation 
table.

Crocker may be right. The fact, 
observers say, is that the racist boss, 
P.W Botha, seems to have been 
caught in a somewhat political fix. He 
is believed to be under pressure from 
the United States to continue to 
negotiate. (The Soviets, on the other 
hand, have also been spurring Angola 
and Cuba on). But Botha, at the same 
time, is said to be under even greater 
pressure from the conservatives and 
the military at home to discontinue, or 
at least, slow down the tempo of the 
talks. While the conservatives insist 
that the authorities were making so 
much concessions to Angola and 
Cuba, the South African military are 
disturbed by the dangers posed by 
granting independence to Namibia, 
with some Cuban troops still in neigh­
bouring Angola.

This, perhaps, explains why 
toria at the onset of the talks 
pressed for complete withdrawal of 
Cuban troops from Angola as a pre­
condition for the implementation of 
Namibian independence. Everybody 
had, however, later settled for a 27 
month evacuation period, with three- 
quarters of the troops leaving in the 
first 12 months of the withdrawal 
period. (The UN-supervised elections 
in Namibia is to be organised over a 
seven month period).

Now, the major obstacle which led 
to last week’s disruption of the talks 
was over a fool-proof method of 
verifying Cuban pull-out. At earlier 
rounds of talks. South Africa had 
accepted that it could not participate 
in the verification (to be done by the 
United Nations) because this would 
seem an affront on Angolan 
S°But.'perhaps, out of internal politic­
al pressures, and the unsubstantiated 
allegation by the Angolan rebel leader 
Jonas Savimbi, that over 20,000 
Cuban troops have planned to stay 
back in Luanda as naturalised Ango­
lan citizens, Pretoria has changed its 
mind. It presently says it must first 
endorse the UN verification arrange­
ments if it is to continue with the peace 
process.

njOPES were quite high. The 
■ ■ peace protocol had been drafted. 
All that remained to be done was the 
insertion of a few details here and 
there, esoccially an operational time 
table for the implementation of Nami­
bia’s independence. And as the 
Cuban, Angolan and South African 
delegates arrived Brazzaville, the 
Congolese capital,Thursday, Decem­
ber 1, speculations were that the 
agreement could be signed Saturday.

The date (Saturday) however, came 
and passed but there was no accord. In 
fact, there was a discord. The upbeat 
tempo that had greeted the opening of 
negotiations Friday had, only a few 
hours later, acquired a slow, dull pace. 
This followed the arrival in Brazzaville 
of South Africa’s foreign and defence 
ministers, Roelof “Pik” Botha and 
Magnus Malan. The ministers had 
come in with last minute objections 
over verification procedures for the 
withdrawal of the 50,000 Cuban 
troops from Angola. And soon, the 
officials were on their way back to the 
racist enclave, along with the rest of 
the South African detonation — thus, 
bringing to an enventful end the 10th 
negotiation session which, only a few 
hours earlier, had held so much 
promise.
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Gaddafi mends fences with his neigbours
| in the idea of a total war to wipe
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the Camp David accord.

By Abraham Ogbodo

LIBYA

Getting back in the fold

GHANA

Mew hope for democracy

Commitment to revolutionary 
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Successful district elections renew Ghanaians' hope for evil rule

1 >1 progra 
wered

ny discerni- 
urn to civil 
obtains in 
t, embassy 
t the move

hT'O his admirers, at least, the exer- 
U cise can be explained away as the 

first definite step towards the revolu­
tionary political culture Jerry Rawl­
ings vowed for long to bequeath. In 
fact, the largely successful December 
5 district elections in four of the 10 
provinces in the country were a major 
part of an evolving structure designed 
to extend the central government in 
Accra to the grassroots. Voters in four 
regions (Ashanti, Central,Eastern 
and Western Region,) trooped to the 
polling booths to exercise their civic 
rights after nine years of forceful de­

nial under military dictatorship. The 
new organ — District Assembly — 
shall be charged with the responsibil­
ity for local development.

What is not clearly shown in the 
J latest move, however, is any discerni­

ble time-table for the return to civil 
rule, unlike what now 
Nigeria, for instance. In fact, 
sources in Lagos caution that

11 ^»i
• Rawlings: 
political cuHl

ing government ministries and para- 
stals and at taking some functions (ex­
ecutive, legislative and deliberative) 
to the grass-root people”, one embas­
sy official emphasised. The election 
also is aimed at making local political 
process readily accessible. Part of the 
conditions waived as criteria for eligi­
bility to run for office included ability 
to speak English and ability to read

assassination plot against President 
Anwar al-Sadat. then Egyptian Presi­
dent

The Libya-Egypt re-union is coming 
at a time when Libya has made exten­
sive efforts to normalise relations with 
a number of African nations. Only last 
October, Gaddafi signed a truce with 
Chad, thus ending three years of itucr 
rilla warfacc in northern Chad He 
even openly regretted Libya’s role in 
the conflict. "Libya’s intervention in 
the conflict harmed us," he had said in 
a broadcast immediately after the 
peace arrangement. Even now, nego­
tiations are going on between Sudan 
and Libya on the issue of a political 
merger.

Observers point out that Libya's de­
cision to resume ties with Egypt was 
largely informed by the latter’s recog­
nition of the state of Palestine, de­
clared last month by the Palestinian; 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). With 
the latest Libyan move, Syria and 
Lebanon arc the only Arab states that 
are yet to •■«.i-i»i«nc unth

Egypt since

out Israel, and has shown this in his 
economic and military assistance (even 
when other Arab states have relatively 
softened their stands in the past few 
years), to Palestinian resistance fight­
ers. In this wise. Egypt’s dramatic 
withdrawal (almost at the very begin­
ning) from the Palestinian struggle to 
make peace with Israel, seen then as 
Arabs’ greatest foe. was not only con­
demned by Libya, but by the entire 
Arab world as a betrayal of Arab in­
terest. And until late last year, a 
majority of Arab states strained rela­
tions with Egypt.

However, Gaddafi who wanted no­
thing short of the disappearance of the 
state of Israel was by far more en­
venomed in his condemnation of the 
Egyptian move. As far back as April 
1974, Egypt was accusing Ligya of 
being behind efforts by rebels to sieze 
the Heliopolis military Academy at 
Cairo, and of funding a sabotage and

RRHERE was a time when Colonel 
B Mouammar Gaddafi’s isolation 

from the rest of the world was begin­
ning to look like a hopelcs case. He 
was not even having diplomatic links 
with his nearest neighbours. Of late, 
however. Gaddafi has been making 
efforts to ensure that he does not fall 
right over the brink. Rifts that have 
kept Libya away from her neighbours 
are beginning to heal.

Barely three months after the 
Ndjamena-Tripoli peace agreement, 
authorities in Cairo announced, De­
cember 4. the re-opening of the air 
space between it and Libya to com­
mercial aircraft . after some nine’ 
years of closure. The announcement 
was made in reaction to Tripoli’s ear­
lier peace offer.

Gaddafi, just a month ago, 
reopened Libya’s land, air and sea 
borders with Egypt. The Libya-Egypt 
rancour began over the issue of pea 

vvith Israel.Gaddafi has always belie'

and write. Open canvassing for votes 
was prohibited and choice was entirely 
based on the laudabihty/)f candidates’ 
pre-election proposal.

On the whole, government is to 
appoint one third of the Assemblymen 
(two third’s wete elected). The 10 re­
gions have been divided into three 
electoral zones. The Ashanti, Central. 
Eastern and Western Regions are the 
first on the electoral time-table ex­
pected to last from now til) February 
next year. The remaining zones will go 
to the polls between January and 
February.

Initially, Rawlings had appeared to 
favour Nigeria’s transition to civil rule 

rammc. He even sent a high po- 
d delegation to Lagos in April to 

hold discussions with members of the 
Armed Forces Ruling Council and the 
Electoral Commission (NEC). The 
leader of the delegation, Justice 
Daniel Francis Annah, Chairman of 
the Defence of Ghana’s Revolution 
told reporters in Lagos during the visit 
that PNDC (Provisional National De­
fence Council) under Rawlings was 
still studying the recommendations of 
Nigerian Political Bureau and 
was likely to adopt a democracy 
"based on national concensus with 
room for dissent and constructive cri­
tic i s m but without formal opposition "



Gorbachev Jolts the West with unilateral arms reduction

• Reagan: Now lame duck presidento Gorbachev: Historic proclamation
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SOVIET UNION

Dramatic initiative

:igth of the historic 
Soviet leader (the

of State, Henry Kissinger, 
the proposals as a basis for 

the post-Reagan era. 
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elect added that the initiative 
own words, “won’t bring a bai< 
forces.”

Secretary of State, George Shultz 
confirmed that nothing concrete was 
discussed at the Governor’s Island 
talks and that Bush, at any rate, did 

go there with any of his senior 
is. Shultz himself called the initia- 

significant step in the right 
n,”while arguingthat it would 

not amount to “a reduction in Soviet 
superiority in Europe.” Former

4F) trea- 
adership 

must 
itary require- 

» ago Soviet Prime 
yzhkov instructed 
Ip us carry the con- 

from “war

new defence inreases at a time the 
Soviets are cutting down on military 
spending.

Experts are convinced that for the 
Soviets reduction of tension and the 
subsequent scaling down of defence 
spending are part of the efforts that 
have to be made to liberate resources 
for on-going economic modernisation 
In fact since the signing of the In­
termediate Nuclear Force (INF' 
ty one year ago. the Soviet lea 
has insisted that consumer needs 

priority over mihl 
__ ts. Two months a 
Minister Nikolai Ryi 
his ministers to “help 
version of industry away 
footing”.

The problem, of course, is that little i 
consensus exists for now over the new | 
policy direction. Resistance within the i 
military to the cutbacks is said to be I 
high, raising questions about the re- i 
ported “honourable retirement" of | 
armed forces chief of staff. Marshal

Secretary 
described 
relations in the post-Reaj 
Prime Minister Margaret 
said they are “a positn 
ward".

The gloomiest assessment of the in­
itiative came from the North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO). Secret­
ary General, Manfred Woener wel­
comed the cutbacks, but charged that 
they do not go far enough in ending 
the Warsaw Pact’s offensive capacity. 
“They do not eliminate Soviet super­
iority and do not establish a stable ba­
lance,” he said at the beginning of a 
two-day NATO foreign ministers’ 
meeting, December 8. NATO wants 
large asymmetrical reductions by the 
Warsaw Pact because it says the East­
ern bloc has a two-to-one or three-to- 
onc superiority in tanks, long-range 
artillery,combat aircraft and assault 

i brigades.
Although the proposals are going to 

remain contentious at the level of

■UIIKHAIL Sergeyevich Gor- 
Iwlbachev ordinarily has a knack 

for siezing the high political ground. 
But this one was something else. “I 
can report today,” declared the Soviet 
leader mid-way into his hour-long 
speech at the United Nations (UN) 
General Assembly.Deccmber 7, “that 
the Soviet Union has taken a decision 
to reduce its armed forces.” Then, to 
banish all doubts his listeners might 
have had about the announcement, ’ 
quickly chipped in. “This will be do 
unilaterally.”

By the sheer wei 
proclamation, the 
first to address the United Nations in 
28 years) will, indeed, be altering not 
just the global military balance be­
tween the Warsaw Pact and the West, 
but also the character of Soviet de­
fence planning itself. The overall 
package represents a major substan­
tive reduction of Soviet conventional 
forces. Gorbachev proposed a two- h 
year unilateral reduction by 500,000 in I 
the Soviet armed forces, roughly 10 I 
per cent of the total, according to I 
Western sources Fifty thousand are to I 
be withdrawn from Hungary, Yugos- I 
lavia and Czechoslavakia. Ten I
thousand tanks (the highest pcrcen- I 
tage of Soviet tanks overseas) 28,500 
artillery pieces and 800 combat air­
craft stationed in the Soviet territory 
west of the Urals and in Hungary, 
Yugoslavia and Czechoslavakia are 
also to be withdrawn under the Gor­
bachev arrangement.

Back in Washington, London and 
other European capitals, the West, 
upstaged again by the Soviet leader, 
gingered up to square up to the drama­
tic initiative. President Reagan agreed 
that “if it is carried out with speed and 
in full." it will be “a significant step” 
Privately though, the Americans had 
hoped that Gorbachev would not 
come up with any new initiatives, con­
sidering that Reagan is now a lame 
duck president without clout to act 
and that the incoming president, Vice 
President George Bush is yet to put his 
government together. Thus Bush said 
at Governor’s Island (New York har­
bour) where he and Reagan had talks 
with Gorbachev for two hours, after 
his (Gorbachev’s) UN speech, that he 
made it clear to the Soviet leader that 
“we need time". Still, the president- |
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NATO-Warsaw Pact diplomacy, ex­
perts believe that both sides arc likely 
to find a common ground in respect of 
some of the other ideas. Gorbachev’s 
proposals about peace in Afghanistan
— including ceasefire by January 1. 
ending of arms supplies to the warring 
groups, and UN supervision of the 
election of a broad-based government
— arc seen as realistic options. His 
position that the UN should play a 
greater role in the settlement of re­
gional disputes enjoys broad support. 
It is also being suggested that while 
Gorbachev needs less defence spend- 
ing^so money will be available for tack­
ling pressing domestic problems. Bush 
also has large deficits to reduce and 
may thus be in need of less defence 
spending like the Soviet leader. He 
will certainly find it difficult to defend
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Assembly on Palestine, said 
that for the PLO to be recog­
nised by the U.S. as repre­
sentative of the Palestinians, 
and be included in the Middle 
East talks, it must first re­
nounce terrorism and make 
its recognition of Israel more 
explicit.

In the disaster-region itself, Spitak, a 
town of 50,000, about 80 kilometres 
(50 miles) north of Yerevan, the 
Armenian capital, was completely 
destroyed. In the second largest city in 
the republic Leninakan, more than 60 
children were buried in debris.

Growing domestic 
clearly beginning 
political acumen >v 
say that the various 
ing hi... — 
his dealing 
make upi. 
help him.

SOMEHOW, everybody 
who heard the news knew it 
was queer, if not laughable. 
Last week, it was 
announced that Pretoria 
had recently delivered some 
logisitical support to 
Mozambique to assist the 
country in its fight against 
terrorism (especially 
against the Renamo ban­
dits). The puzzle was: how 
could South Africa which, 
with one hand, destablises 
Mozambique, at the same 
time, offer military support 
to Mozambicans?

In spite of the existing

non-Russian republic of Estonia gave 
itself the power to rejxjct laws made by 
Moscow, amidst growing secccssionist 
agitation in the area.

Then, as these unexpected crises 
threatened to get out of hand, news 
reached Gorbachev in New York that 
an earth-quake (the most powerful in 
the Caucasus region in 80 years) had 
hit the troubled Armenia, killing an 
estimated 30,000 people, December 7. 
Immediately, the Soviet leader and his 
delegation (including wife Raisa and 
foreign minister Eduard Shevard­
nadze) cancelled the trip that would 
have taken them to Cuba and Britain.

Sergei Akhromeycv, 65, now Gor­
bachev’s personal adviser on arms 
control. Defence Minister Dmitri 
Yazov also reportedly threatened to 
resign over the cut-backs.

A different problem is the high de­
gree of uncertainty in the country ab­
out the consequence of the perestroika 
and glasnost programmes. Besides, 
ethnic unrests in the southern repub­
lics of Christian Armenia and moslem 
Azerbaijan worsened last week, with 
the Kremlin charging publicly that 
party and government officials were 
the brain behind the racially-biased 
evictions and sacks there. In another 
development, the parliament in the

military post — the Inspec­
tor Generaj of the Armed 
Forces — now goes to 
General Muhammed 
Alalia.

POSTCARD
ALGERIA:
Military 
shake up

A strong wind has blown 
Algeria’s military high com­
mand. No section of the na­
tion’s armed forces was 
spared. But, perhaps, the 
Navy and the Airforce 
(which lost their chiefs) 
were the most affected. All 
but one of the commanders 
of the nation’s military re­

non-agression pact (the 
Nkomati accord) between 
the two countries, Pretoria 
has, in recent times, been 
accused of still carrying war 
into the Mozambican tern- 
tory. And, although the au­
thorities have denied the 
accusation, Pretoria has not 
been able to fully extneate 
itself from allegations that it 
had a hand in the death of 
former Mozambican leader, 
Samora Machel.

In all, analysts believe 
that President Chissano 
may have been pushed to 
strike a deal with Pretoria 
out of the nation’s present 
political and military ex­
igencies. These factors, it is 
said, have also accounted 
for the existing (though 
politically untenable) eco­
nomic dependence of 
Mozambique racist 
South Africa

Still a cat-and- 
mouse game
• THE problem is that the 
Israeli authorities (and 
Americans for that matter) 
do not just appear willing to 
give the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) a 
chance. Last week in Stock­
holm, Sweden, the PLO boss, 
Yasser Arafat, meeting with 
some US Jews, reiterated the 
recognition of the right of the 
Jewish state of Israel to exist 
alongside a Palestinian state. 
He also re-affirmed PLO’s re­
jection and condemnation of 
terrorism in all its forms. This 
came as a clarification of the 
Palestine National Council’s 
earlier declaration in Algeria.

But, just as the Israeli lead­
ers did early last month (after 
the Algiers resolution), they 
once again rejected Arafat’s 
statement in Sweden. “The 

gions were also replaced. PLO can declare what it 
These radical changes in wants,” Prime Minister Yit- 

the Algerian top military zhak Shamir had announced 
hierarchy — the first ever by !" ® television interview late 

p“ Cha,d“ Bc?,c,did— were unvetled early last slatc of Isracl.. Forcj 
week. The reshuffle was minister Shimon Peres also 
seen as part of the general dismissed Arafat’s clarifica- 
reform of the Algerian poli- lions as mere "public rela- 
tical system embarked on by t,ons exercise," which are not 
the president, following last ”a true policy choice.” On his October's street nothin

Algiers, the capital city, month rcfuscd to|; ant Ara- 
agamst government’s fat a visa to cnabic him to 
recently-introduced austcr- travel to New York to 
ity measures. The highest address a UN General

12



NIGERIA

Toast of the moment
lyayi raises distinct voice in the "Culture of silence"

fri<

• lyayi (con

■

are beii 
sccute

ar 
the

ssenger’s 
customs 
airport, 

in the 
'ing day to 
I missed for 

ty- 
port on 
ter with

sage from Gani acknowledging the 
significance of the award "at a time 
when genuine and committed radicals 
are being hunted, hounded and per.

bC One of the first questions of the former 
ASUU President was "What abou 
the trade union leaders? Are Ihey^ 
in detention” He was still his normal 
self with no extra slouch to his shoul 
dets. While waiting for h« '“Sd |o 
-he banag^of question^from jmirnul- 

emb2a«edk"'he ScI asked what he 

felt would be the authont es ,r

K'o°ff « «

Nigeria. The rest of the w twcarc

THE British Airways Flight BAO
■ 75 due to arrive at the Murtala 

Muhammed Internationa! Airport, 
Lagos at 7.30 p.m local time on Thurs­
day, December 8, had an honoured 
passenger on board. Dressed in grey 
suit and brown overcoat, the thought 
uppermost in the passenger’s mind 
was to go quickly through 
facilities on arrival at the 
check in into a friend’s place 
city, and depart the followin' 
his family—a family he had r.u« 
about 10 days — in Benin City

The flight arrived the airpc 
schedule. The passenger, a write 
growing international stature, was re­
luming from a ceremony at the Royal

— :e, Lon- 
ually the

'ear’s Common- 
iv»r prose on the 
which was worth 
,000).

j, he finds him- 
ccntrc of jour- 

ihers and a
am over- 

i. “I thought I 
juietlv” Grace.

tributing to the development of cul­
ture as a whole.”

On whether he might join the brain 
drain: “I believe we should stay in this 
country. 1 have no intention of leav­
ing. We should stay here and fight lt 
out. One understands why people are 
leaving. The question of setting up a 
committee on brain drain is purelv di­
versionary. The government knows 
the answer. They must fund research 
create the conditions in which profes’ 
sionals. like medical doctors, can real 
ly work. Existing conditions do n 
encourage professionals "ot
There is a culture of silence that h 

been imposed on this country. That^S 
one of the reasons why people leave <S 
to be in an atmosphere of free Spee u"* 
We must abandon the IMF and relv ’ 
our internal resources. As 1 s, n 
Britain, there are over 10() ‘n,. ‘n’ 
people in Nigeria. It is like havinJ, n 
megawatts of energy But there U)° 
people in the government who ar« 
want this society to grow.- ° not

While in Britain. lyayi had 
minute audience with the q 30- 
England. Elizabeth II at Bucking 
palace. The author whose 
winning work. Heroes, deals wi»k 
Nigerian civil war. expressed di h 
sure to the monarch about Briti 
cic,on South Africa. "Poli.

Commenting on the awarH 
lend. Tunde Fatunde. a 1 hj

cafe?

i
11

in Benin City
jht arrived the z 
The passenger, a v 

international statui 
turning from a ceremony at 
Overseas League, Park Place 
don. The ceremony was actu: 
conferment of this year’s 
wealth Writers’ Prize for p 
writer, Festus lyayi, whicl 
£10,000 (about N100,( 

At the arrival lounge, 
self immediately at the < 
nalists and press photograpl 
small welcome party. “I 
whelmed”, says lyayi. 
would just come in qu 
his shy bespectacled 
wife, a hospital adminis­
trator at the University 
of Benin Teaching Hos­
pital, (UBTH) steps for­
ward and the couple 
embrace, lyayi goes on 
to receive congratula­
tory handshakes from -
Dr. Tunde Fatunde, \
comrade-in-arms, as \ /
well as play-wright and V/
activist, Odia Ofcimun, V
former general secretary 
of the Association of 
Nigerian Authors, ANA p-------
Professor Itse Sagay who L 
came with his wife Sheila 
and Mrs. Felicia Omene, 
wife of former provost of 
the College of Medicine, 
UBTH, the last two 
gentlemen referred to 
having, like lyayi, been 
axed from the University 
of Benin at one time or 
the other. Representa­
tives of Longman, 
lyayi’s publishers, were 
present as well as Ade- 
kunle Omowole and 
Kuteyi Semiu, from 
Gani Fawehinmi Cham- 
bers, who read a mes
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Hard road to new states
Constituent Assembly fail to make it easier for agitators
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6pm
.*llcd i

quet
iimbe

)ve that the p 
two thirds of

jcnt. The 
itcly give 

—i agita- 
of tl

cross section of the^^A. members: Tough'decisionsto malto

'stly, two-thirds of members 
ting the affected areas in the 
Assembly must be in support

ic federation supported by a 
ajority of members of the 
rtssembly”.

Nwokike (Ezeagu, 
tried to scuttle the 
ing when it became 
“Nos” would carry

sent their people. To go to their con- 
stitucnces after they have spoken is 
like saying you don’t believe they repr- 
sent their people.”

Achana Gaius Yaro (Tangalc, Waja 
North, Bauchi State) stated his dis-, ' -- 77(3^EEN from the Press Gallery 

■$9 which overlooks it, the auditor­
ium of the International Conference 
Centre. Abuja, was at 1.46pm last 
Monday, slightly less dishevelled than 
a wrestling ring. Two parallel queues 
of Constituent Assembly members, 
both starting from the back of the au­
ditorium snake outside; one through 
the door to Justice Anthony Aniogo- 
lu’s (nd) right, the other to the left. 
Other members are variously engaged 
— arguing, mending, cajoling and 
even physicaly pulling others to one of 
the two queues.

A couple of others, like traffic 
policemen, are frantically waving their 
arms as they try to direct their unde­
cided colleagues. Ben Bosah (Idcmili, 
Anambra State) runs from one part of 
the auditorium to the other, as he tries 
to persuade his colleagues to join the 
queue to Aniagolu’s right. Ango 
Abdullahi (Zana North-West, Kadu­
na State) seemingly undecided, sal on 
lus chair oblivious of the lobbyist

Nda Okuwa (Abak, Akwa-Ibom 
State) endures the attention of lob­
byists from the different camps, pulling 
him in different directions at once 
Gameliel Eli (Noman, Gongola State) 

I and Rose Obuoforibo (nominated)are 
engaged in a friendly tug of war; 
the “bride” lyanam U. lyanam 

j nominated. Traditional rulers with 
I inscrutable faces sit unmoving amidst 

the commotion.
| By 2.11 it was all over. The Consti­

tuent Assembly had decided on a pro­
vision likely to have far-reaching im­
plications for the Third Republic. Af­
ter an inconclusive “voice vote” the

I question of whether Section 9 sub- 
I section 1(C) of the Constitution Re­

view Committee (CRC) report should
I be left out as proposed by committee 
I three of the CA was put to the vote by 
I “division”. Those who walked out 

through the door to the chairman’s left ,
I to signify oppostion to the motion i 
1 were overwhelmingly more — 188; <

while those in favour were 95. There t 
was one abstention. r

The bottom line: The CA has de- t

ated. First 
representi 
National / 
of it.

Secondly, a referendum must be 
held to prove that the proposal has the 
support of two thirds of those who live 
in the area. But sub-clause 1(C) which 
the assembly voted on last Monday 
may be the last nail in the coffin of 
many a new state proposal. In addition 
to the first two conditions, it says that; 
“The result of the referendum is then 
approved by a simple majority of all the 
states in the federation supported by a 
simple majority 
House of Asscmbl

Chuba Charles I 
Anambra State) ti 
results of the votin 
apparent that the * . __ ________
the day, on the ground that there was 
no quorum (the number of those who 
took part in the voting, including the 
one abstention was 284. According to 
the procedure of the assembly, a mini­
mum of 300 members are needed to 
form a quorum) Aniagolu said no. 

the ' After the result was announced, Nwo-
I kike said: “The people in the House of 
I Representatives and the Senate repre-

I
I 1 IIV UUIIUIII line. IIIC IlilS uc- 

I cided to make the conditions for state 
j creation much more stringent 
I clause retained will definitely 
: sleepless nights to state creation 
I tors. For example, the first part < 
i clause gives two conditions that must 
I be satisfied before a new state is cre-

(Ovia,
, J states 

/ concurs: “If you 
to create states you 

state creation a prerogative 
ary.”

t Esan I 
favour i

satisfaction in stronger language- 
“What happened today was a vote of 
no confidence in the incoming civilian 
administration. We have decided that 
only the military is wise enough to cre­
ate state." Wilfred Oronsaye (^ 
Bendel State) who says that 5(J 
are not too many 
make it impossible t 
have made st-*- 
of the military."

But Adegboyega Esan (llcsa, Oyo 
State) who voted in favour of retaining 
the contentious clause explains his 
stand "If the clause is left out;’he says, 
"one single man with N50 million can 
go to the National Assembly and bnbe 
his way through to get a state." 
Mohammed Kabo Idris (Kabo, Kano 
State) adds: “It is not that we don’t 
want a state but we don’t support fri­
volous demands. Apart from this? in 
Kano we are basically one tribe and 
one religion We actually need more 
local government areas not necessarily 
new states”.

However, other considerations 
were apparent in the voting. For one 
thing, as Moses Antse (Gboko East. 
Benue State) notes, the outcome of 
the voting was unexpected. During the
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• Ezoilo: No bad blood
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member from Sokoto State) sees not ! 
reason for all the heat. Bello did not 
vote for or against the motion be­
cause he does not consider the issue 
fundamental But Peter Odili 
(Ahoada, Rivers State) contends that 
many of those who voted did not act 
on principle. Adds Fred Ekiyegah 
(Sagbama, Rivers State): “Lack of ob­
jectivity was responsible for the result 
of the voting”.

The next day, the noose around the 
neck of state creation was slackened, if 
only slightly. An ammendment was 
carried to the effect that “a single 
majority of all the members in each 
house of assembly in a majority of all 
the states would be enough to approve 
the results of the referendum.”

It was a respite for state creation 
igitators. Between 1979 and ‘83 in 
;pite of the many and varied demands 
for new states, none was created main­
ly because of constitutional bottleneck 
which, incidentally, the assembly has 

only a little alteration.
, one thing is certain. The re­
ions will be felt for sometime.

on the political scene, as 
ielo stated ominously: “Based on 

what happened today (ie. last Mon­
day) alliances have been confirmed or 
demolished”

to Nwobodo’s imprisonment. “So, 
the two convictions for which 
stayed well over four 
bars, 1 did not testify c 
directly”, he reiterates.

Ezeilo explains that any disagree­
ment with Nwobodo was on “purely 
political terms.” According to him, his 
resignation from the defunct Nigerian 
Peoples’ Party (NPP) was consequent 
upon what he saw as the refusal of the 
Nwobodo administration to build a 
vital road from his local government 
area Ezeagu. to Abagana.

The only matter involving Nwobodo 
in which Ezeilo says he gave evidence 
was the Greenfield Construction 
Company case. Ezeilo recalls that the 
Awotc Panel which looked into the 
case was not a formal trial probe be­
cause the panel "was more or less a 
fact-finding and debt-collecting 
panel.”

Ezeilo is definite that he had no per­
sonal grudge against the former state 
governor. “1 am certainly not one of 
his dectractors," he told The African 

I Guardian.

at the Enugu prLw.. 
of the trials. Also, 1 
Works Commissior 
charge of the state’s security 
did he have any knowledgi 
ghost accounts, both issues v

adopted with 
For now, 
verberatic 
especially 
Anii ’

QH AL ACHY Ezeilo,
UwLI Works Commissioner in 

Anambra State has come out with an 
:xplanation of his role in Jim Nwobo- 
io’s administration, the circumstances 
that led to his parting with Nwobodo 
and the speculated bad blood between 
him and his former boss.

Reacting to recent statements said 
to have been made by Nwobodo, 
Ezeilo, now a principal p "* 1
Broad Street law firm, says 
no problem with the Scco.._ ... 
Governor throughout his foui 
stint as commissioner. Hedescrit 
untrue the statement credited to the 
recently-released governor that 
‘‘Ezeilo wants my head”.

Ezeilo says that he never gave evi­
dence at any of the trials that led to the 
conviction of Nwobodo for the simple 

I reason that he was not present at any 
of the trials. Like others who served in 

i the Nwobodo administration, he was 
I in detention with the former governor

, preliminary stage of the CA’s deli- 
i berations. support for more states, 
; and by inference less difficult condi- 
; tions for state creation seemed unani­

mous. Then, member after member 
had stood up to say the same thing. 
The military has monopolised state 
creation, states are vehicles of gras­
sroot development etc.

But a lot of water has passed under 
the political bridge as alliances and 
loyalties have solidified, shifted or dis­
integrated Last Monday’s vote was 
the first major decision taken by the 
assembly since Chief of General Staff 
Vice-Admiral Aikhomu’s “thou shall 
not” order on the Sharia debate two 
weeks ago But even though the for-

i mal debate on the Sharia issue has 
. been stopped, the after-effect lingers 

on.
I Firstly there is the issue of political 
: retribution Right from day one, the 

CA members from the eastern states 
have been among the most vocal state 
advocates. During the Sharia debate, 
according to one member from Imo 
State, the support for the entrench­
ment of Sharia in the constitution by 
assembly members from the cast, was 
at best, lukewarm Of the 300 signa­
tures said to have been collected by 
pro-Sharia advocates in the twilight of 
the debate, less than five according to

sources, came from Imo and Anam­
bra. Therefore, to many, the great 
support by assemblymen from the 
north in favour of retaining the strict 
conditions for state creation was in re­
taliation for the political ‘sin’ of omis­
sion committed by th easterners.

Butrwithin the east, support for the 
deletion of the clause was not unani­
mous. Many members from the CAR 
states (Cross River, Akwa-Ibom and 
Rivers) voted the other way. This was 
a reflection of the lack of unity within 
the old Eastern Region inspitc of re­
cent attempts to build a cohesive 
front. Apart from this, says Austine 
Samson (Etinam 1, Akwa-lbom) who 
voted against retaining the clause: 
“there are some who have spent their 
whole lives fighting for states. Under­
standably. they do not want others to 
get it on a platter of gold."

Whatever be the truth in these asser­
tions, one thing is obvious. Those who 
lost out are bitter. One of them, Imo 
Ukoha (Arochukwu, Imo State) says: 
“a political ostracism of the easterners 
is obnoxious” Alexes Anielo whose 
committee recommended the deletion 
of section (9(, sub-section 1(C) called 
the result “a dangerous precedent 
based on an illegality. It was 
anthcmctically and methodically 
proved that we had no quorum.”

However, Bukhari Bello (nominated

irisons during the course 
Ezeilo adds that as 

>ner, he was not in 
....... ....... i’s secur' 
have any knowlei
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FAMILY PLANNING INTERNA­
TIONAL ASSISTANCE,

AN INTERNATIONAL DEVELOP­
MENT ORGANISATION,

, Governor 1 
set up a visit

WISHES TO FILL THE FOLLOW­
ING POST

ccpt- 
not, 
''is

year Dr. T. 
le University

of bio-chemistry 
cc of LASU. The a{ 
ated an avalanche 
was told that as the 
has no powers to af 
a professor's rank; 
are vested in, 
cised by, the 
suddenly.

ASSOCIATE REGIONAL DIRECTOR
Applicants must have a'Master’s De­
gree in Public Health, Administration, 
•Marketing or Business Management. 
Five years work experience in a man­
agement position jin family planning, 
public health or marketing; excellent 
verbal and writing skills in English; ex­
perience with MBO and/or strategic 
planning; demonstrated ability to de­
velop and maintain business rela­
tionships with subcontractors, program 
leaders, government and USAID offi­
cials; and willing to work long hours and 
travel extensively to and within Nigeria 
(over 50% time).
The Associate Regional Director pro­
vides' management support to the Africa 
Regional Director in the development 
of Family Health Services private sector 
subcontracts, provides technical assist­
ance to subcontractors and FPIA Niger- 

’ia staff, manages project planning and 
Budgeting, monitors agencies, provides 
technical assistance in commodity sales 
and management, maintains financial 
records and prepares project progress 
and financial reports.
The Associate Regional Director posi­
tion is a full time position with responsi­
bility for assisting the FPIA sub-office 

.in Lagos, Nigeria.

Lagos State University boils 
again

(o) ARELY has an academic com- 
munity worn such toga of con­

flict. Even before the second term of 
its first vice-chancellor was up, the 
Lagos State University (LASU) got 
literally mired in intrigues, bickerings 
and mudslinging.

interestingly, it is the top echelon 
that is lurked in this game of devilry, 
which perhaps explains the rough wa­
ters in which Professor Ajibade Roko- 
su, a former commissioner in Lagos 
State, has found himself. Rokosu who 
heads the bio-chemistry unit of LASU 
was removed as Deputy Vice- 
Chancellor last month. But Justice 
Ishola Oluwa, Pro-Chancellor of the 
University says there is nothing 
strange about his removal Rokosu, he 
adds was never, legally speaking, a de­
puty vice chancellor because, though 
he was statutorily appointed by Sen­
ate, the visitor (ex-Govcrnor Mike 
Akhigbe at the time of the appoint­
ment) never ratified his position.

But the pro-chancellor had been 
seen within the top academic com­
munity of LASU as the greatest obsta­
cle between Rokosu and the post of 
deputv vice-chancellor. The Pro- 
cnancellor. it is alleged, had expected 
Rokosu to toe his (Oluwa’s) line when 
he assumed office as pro-chancellor, 
but he (Rokosu) was not disposed to 
support Oluwa’s schemes And so was 
stalled whatever hopes that were there 
for Rokosu to be deputy vice- 
chancellor.

In spite of Justice Oluwa’s dismissal 
of these as "frivolous issues which 
should not bother me," critics still 
strengthen their positions with what 
they allege as another of Justice Olu­
wa’s designs to sideline Rokosu in the 
bio-chemistry unit.

On September 12 this i 
Kehinde Obidairo from the 
of Benin was appointed as a professor 
of bio-chemistry in the faculty of scicn- 

ippointment gcncr- 
of protests. Oluwa 
pro-chanccllor, he 

appoint an officer of 
k; that such powers 

and can only be cxcr- 
vice-chanccllor. And 

another letter, dated

September 30, and signed by LASU’s 
registrar, J.B. Soares, was dispatched 
to Obidairo scaling down the post 
offered to associate professor of bio­
chemistry.

The pro-chancellor’s bent on 
appointing Obidairo is a carefully laid 
plan, it is alleged, to unseat Rokosu as 
head of the bio-chemistry unit. This 
assertion is fuelled by Oluwa’s alleged 
statement describing Rokosu as “a 
non-academic.” While denying this 
allegation Oluwa, not one to mince 
words, admits unobstrusively that 
“Dr. Kehindc Obidairo is a first class 
material, whom if Mrs. Alelc- 
Williams agrees to release, LASU will 
quickly take on.” Inside sources with­
in LASU reveal that Obidairo’s in­
terest in taking up appointment with 
the university has been on for long. He 
had been assessed twice in the past but 
had never been appointed.

But troubles within LASU arc yet to 
take a respite just as the incumbent 
Vice Chancellor Professor Folabi Olu- 
midc is set to take up his seat after he 

___ r_l$ory leave 
The vacation order given to 
was the climax of problems 

’ his tenure and promp- 
vc probe under the 
r Lagos State gov 
;be. The probe had 
ict awards by the 

il purch- 
1984 to

had been sent on compulsoi 
last July.'Tn 
Olumide 
which dogged 
ted an administrative 
auspices of former L 
emor, Mike Akhigbe. The pre 
centred on contract awards 
University; issuance of local 
asc orders (LPOs) between 
1987; etc

Ironically, Governor Raji Rasaki 
last week set up a visitation panel 
headed by renowned educationist 
Professor Babs Fafunwa with a nine- 
point brief which included examining 
the administrative and financial man­
agement of the university since 1984, 
studying the issuance of LPOs, look­
ing into the disbursement of the uni­
versity’s foreign account and examin­
ing the renumeration, recruitment, 
promotion and placement of staff.

Olumide who was to have resumed 
office on Thursday December 1 re­
ceived a letter from the University 
Council last Monday to keep away 
from the campus. The letter did not 
stop at this. Olumide was also given 
two options: to quietly ease himself 
out of the institution by not returning 
as the V.C; or resume to face the 
visitation panel. Olumide opted to re­
turn and face the panel. His acct 
ance to resume duties may r 
however, materialise as it was reliably 
learnt that the University Council is 
yet to endorse his resumption.
By Wale Akin Aina with reports from 
Ekpeln Appah and John Ndego

The Associate Regional Director is 
based in the Africa regional office in 
Nairobi, Kenya, and reports to the re­
gional director based in the same office. 
Applications with C.V. current annual 
salary, copies of relevant certificates 
anctnames of three references should be 
fotwarded by December 31, 1988 to:
The Associate Regional Director, 
FPIA,
P.O. Box 53373,
Falomo,
Ikoyi — Lagos.



NIGERIA

Stoking the fire
Examination fraud rocks Institute of Chartered Accountants

Mr.
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Between ICAN and ANAN 
there's no love lost

By Josephine Akarue with reports from 
Humphrey Bakeren.

ig ball
re and

I
I

mcnt ends. She does not hesitate to 
add that since the standards are high, 
it is not unlikely that some people will 

iming in through the 
iping the usual refrain 
: overrule such intri-

13 questions out of a total of 18 
is fielded from three papers — 

‘‘inagemcnt. Management 
ind Financial Accounting

• Kufoiip-OluEEhotawaro oTthe goings-on
Resisting the temptation of parrot­

ing the “lucky - number syndrome". 
Vice President of ICAN, Mrs Bola 
Kuforiji-Olubi says she is unaware of 
the controversy. Contrary to reports 
that she has promised to “look into the 
matter”, a surprised Mrs Kuforiji- 
Olubi wondered how possible it would 
be for her to make such promises when 
she does not even have an idea of the 
goings on. She avers: “ICAN has a 
high integrity and professionalism to 
maintain and will not knowingly put; 
committee of dishonest people t< 
oversee the exams.”

That is where the difference in argu-

^FHE tell tale signs of an examination 
0 fraud are there. The questions are 

almost blue-print of others set some­
where before. Barely two weeks after 
trying up the second part of the accoun­
tancy professional exams, 
(?E2), the Institute of Chartered 
Accountants in Nigeria (ICAN), is at 
wits end to unravel the mystery behind 
what may turn out to be a major scan- 
dhlrocking its 21-year long reputation 
as the sole organiser of the exams. As 
pieces of the jig-saw fall into place, a 
group of aggrieved students of ICAN 
have turned the heat on instructors of 
the PYE Institute — a private prepa­
ratory body of the exams, some of 
whose instructors it is claimed, double 
as members of the ICAN examination 
council. Their verdict: guilty.

In an unsigned letter, the concerned 
students remarked that these teachers 
are involved in the practice of drilling 
their students with the same questions 
as those prepared by ICAN. What irks 
the students most is that the questions 
arc so tailored in order to appear as 
“mere coincidence" when they re­
echo in the final examination. As sam­
pler, ICAN's number three question 
of the Financial Accounting 111, is 
almost the carbon-copy of the PYE’s 
question one. The only difference 
being in the arrangement of the figures 
of the balance sheet which were simply 
swapped from right to left on the 
other.

In all.: 
question? 
Financial Mar 
Accounting ar 
— emerge as exhibits.

The students- representatives fear 
’ that “there is a frantic effort by those 
( who perpetrated this leakage and 
| some of their collaborators at ICAN 
I headquarters to cover up the scandal” 
. and in spite of the protests, marking 
j has been duly carried out.

ICAN authorities arc unamused. 
An official of the body, not willing to 

l reveal his identity, dismisses the 
! allegation as false: “What do you term 

leakage?" he demands, adding “as far 
| as we are concerned, the similarity is 

borne out of mere speculation. If they 
I hit, they hit. It’s their luck.” He would 

not expatiate on the "speculation” or 
how he arrived at that conclusion. The 
allegation according to him, has been 
made up to discredit PYE.

seek ways of cominj 
back door. Dropf ’ 
— “one cannot 
gucs.”

In a simitar cautious manner.
Ayo Oni, Deputy Vice President of 
ICAN, will not want to make com­
ments until he has investigated the 
story. As a former chairman of the 
exam committee, he believes such 
allegations are not "unusual”, yet 
holds that each should be tested for its 
validity. Oni will not reveal the con­
stitution of the examination body or 
the extent to which PYE is involved in 
the setting of the examination, “for 
security reasons."

PYE officials are not playing 
cither. A keep-your-distance start 
a sealed lip is all thev offer.

In the heat of the wranghngs ot who 
raised the "rumour?” accusing fingers 
point at ANAN — the Association of 
National Accountants of Nigeria—an 
unregistered accounting body whose 
long disparity of opinion with ICAN is 
common knowledge. According to 
sources, ANAN can adopt mud­
slinging tactics to break ICAN's 
monopoly.

In a tone that suggests he is used to 
such comments, ANAN’s president, 
Mr. Olumuyiwa Sosanya, simply says: 
“There’s no love lost between ANAN 
and ICAN. We want them (ICAN) to 
exist.” Beyond that, however, Mr. 
Sosanya offers what he suspects to be 
the bane of ICAN: the proliferation of 
private training institutes which sub­
stitutes excellence for commercial 
gains, the high-handedness in award­
ing marks as well as the apparent indif­
ference to security consideration in 
the course of setting exams. He re­
veals that in a record time, examina­
tion questions were put together at 
the Ogun State hotel; and goes further 
to assert that because of these factors, 
there is likely to be leakage at the level 
where the examination questions are

Beyond the jaw-jaw of who and who 
are involved in the controversy, the 
fires of scandal are threatening the 
very basis upon which ICAN rests its 
credibility. Bust inside sources at the 
ICAN head-quarters do not see what 
the hullabaloo is all about. With a shrug 
of the shoulders they simply snap: “we 
have heard this kind of story before."
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■ the situation is a painful one. Pledged 
..g knowledge, he finds to his discomfi- 
of that knowledge is becoming suspect. 
-*’y on the move. Science, for instance, 

, uutfng, for which there are no finite 
breakthroughs are constantly being re­

past, current academic texts in the country 
been

FT3 HERE is a seeming depression in the academic environ- 
■ inent. It has. firstly, to do with the availability of general 

books, and especially recommended works for institutions 
of higher learning. SAP—induced high duty tags on books, 
as well as foreign exchange restrictions, have ensured that 
the now of such texts has dwindled to a trickle. Whenever 
they can he got, the prices, even of the few locally produced 
ones, are so prohibitive that the purchasing power of would- 
be users is often a constraint-Meanwhile, the incomes of 
parents and guardians, under SAP, have depreciated in 
value. Some respond by not sending their wards for any 
form of education.

For the lecturer, tl 
to a task of imparting 
ture that the quality 
Know ledge is constantly 
is a dynamic undertakii-„, 
answers, and fresh breakthroughs are constantly 
corded. In contrast, current academic texts in th< 
have sometimes been found to be of outdated editions.

Journals arc in short supply or not available at all in 
most Helds, thereby closing the intellect to developments 
elsewhere. Opportunities to attend international confer­
ences to be up-to-date with recent trends have declined. 
Conversely, acute limitation of funds has inhibited the 
ability of these institutions to attract world-renowned 
academics either as spot lecturers or visiting professors.

The importer of knowledge is sidelined to the point of 
irrelevance In the present quest for economic recovery and 
societal advance. The status of the teacher may have 
worsened four-fold in this society. The ambition of the in­
quiring mind, to extend the frontiers of knowledge, has been 
tainted with the bare demands of survival, in a materialistic 
environment, which relegates his functions. With the official

denigration of his role, the reigning ethic is — “junk scho­
larship, how much docs a professor earn anyway?’’Thc 
result is that the best academics.scientists, professors of 
medicine, etc. take the brain drain exit or joint the hustle for 
the Mercedes “V boot’’ or cocaine riches.

Perhaps the brain drain could hold some panacea after 
all. In those other societies, the Nigerian academic or expert 
is exposed to facilitatory environment which makes his work 
satisfying and meaningful. He is supported with the right 
complement of equipment, books and journals, away from 
the atmosphere of staleness in the Nigerian setting, and he is 
enabled to make a contribution to humanity which could 
rebound to the credit of his home country, especially if he is 
working on a significant area of development. Nigeria is 
probably one of the few countries where students may 
graduate in chemistry without having to pass through a 
laboratory.

le disdain for knowledge has implications beyond 
resent social and economic exigencies. It creates a situation 

ving illiteracy as more youths fall out of the education- 
due to low returns from the venture or inability to 

; sky-rocketing fees and levies. The future of the society, 
, is being mortgaged on the altar of the problems of the 

moment. There is a seeming lack of faith in the future, and of 
the role of the intellect in the shaping of a glorious future. 
What keeps a nation going is the level of intellectual and 
mental resources it can muster at any time. The civilizations 
of ancient Egypt, Greece, Rome, and contemporary adv­
ances in the United States, the Soviet Union and Japan, 
flowered on this mental pedestal.

The nation will be well-advised to improve the lot of 
the academic and curtail restrictions on free flow of books. 
The intellect constitutes the soul of a nation, without which 
all striving is mere groping in the dark.
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The enchainment 
of man

“The state does not care to 
forestall these flagrant viola­
tions committed in its name but 
rather points to fleet-footed 
robbers as alibi. The list of in­
sensitive acts is endless”

1 £

" - j

■ N Nigeria, garrisons ot armed policemen fan out into
■ the streets, mounting check-points at virtually every
■ kilometre. They shall be there even this Christmas. , 
ordering citizens around with no crimes on their records 
except probably to be horn where it is determined that 
all shall be unfree. The citizen, who protests the show ot 
the more-often-than-not. venial and sadistic reflexes, 
becomes liable to •accidental discharge ” The state does 
not care to forestall these flagrant violations committed 
in its name but rather points to fleet-footed robbers as

Meanwhile, SJn aSd tJ^SSi all-day-lonS £ 
the rest of the planet. Oceanic waves roll to and from 
with white outstretched arms to the beachsands. Birds 
career in flight and sing aloft the toys of living. But from 
the human quarter, a deep, patl

lasting impressions of the horrors of slavery and 
turned her sons and daughters into slaves of the in­
dustrial machine. In the socialist world, freedom begs 
for entry into the hall of meaning, while most of the 
Islamic states have been caught in waves of primor- 
dialism.

It is in Africa that may truly be encountered the 
"martyrdom of man." The individual is three times 
diminished by the acts of petty despots, by the cap­
rices of the weather and by “mind-torged manacles." 
Country after country in Africa, the leadership in­
clines its vision tow ards the rising curve of the military 
budget, turns its back to the growth of scientific and 
technical expertise and hustles poets like Malawian 
Jack Mapangc into jail, blocking all sources of syste­
mic advance. Institutional incompetence, notes Gha­
naian writer, Ayi Kwei Armah. falls like an elongated 
shadow across continental dreams.

It may even be teared that many countries in 
Africa could get hooked on oppression. It is not 
beyond possibility that if these countries are freed 
from their'oppressor, the people would for the very 
first time organize to restore the tvrant as inevitable 
to their systems So conditioned they may be to the 
oppressor s whip that the cumulative tendency would 
be to treat it as a normal attribute of life. This may not 
be far-fetched considering the energies the majority 
invests in defending irredentist cultural elements. 
Many, for instance, would defend with the last drop 
of blood the vestiges of royal institutions

Equality before the law, one of the principal 
tenets of modern democratic society, may have been 
seriously compromised in this country. This should 
not seem surprising in a land of cultmen and clans­
men, contacts, connections and. of course, corrup­
tion. To a large extent, externally-derived laws may 
hang out like helpless strangers in our midst, easily 
trampled upon by cultural dynamics. This merely sup­
ports the case of advocates of change, who insist upon 
a rupture in attitudes and manners if the society is to 
level up to the challenge and loftiness of its laws. The 
feeling that they may fall outside the context of the 
law- probably fuels the arbitrary acts of big-wigs and 
certain armed personnel like the series of incidents 
involving Air-force men.

FT /WORE than 200 years ago. Parisian Jean- 
tlvyl | Jacques Rousseau took a long look across the 

oceans and the continents, at the nations and 
dominions of the world. He returned to his desk and 
with a heavy hand wrote: “Man is born free, but is 
everywhere in chains.”

His words struck deep at the consciousness of 
Americans, especially those who identified them­
selves with the culture of the Enlightenment. These 
were, fortunately, the framers of the American con­
stitution, enacted before Rousseau’s death in 1778. 
The constitution contained clauses, even a resound­
ing preamble, on the rights of man. The French con­
stitution of 1791 later reasserted these rights.

Looked at globally, the ideals of the enlighten­
ment appear to have been mostly half-understood or 
conflated with pre-existing notions and institutions. 
The democratic project launched by the enlighten­
ment sought to terminate the old scandalous system 
of aristocratic rights and privileges and to extirpate 
monarchical or arbitrary rule. All citizens were to be 
equal before the law. Ensuing "declarations” clanged 
upon the inviolability of the human being, on free­
dom of speech, movement, association and other civil 
and political rights which have since been surpassed 
by the advance of the intellect.

The Russian Constitution of 1918 swept social 
and economic rights to the centre of the national 
agenda, following upon the writings of the German, 
Karl Marx. The United Nations in 1948 pushed forth an 
cclctic convenant, known as the Universal Dec­
laration of Human Rights. It came after the "living 
nations, each sequestered in its hate” had fought two 
of the world’s bloodiest, most intellectually disgrace­
ful wars. Others followed: The Declaration of the 
Rights of the Child in 1959, the Declaration of the 
Elimination of Discrimination Against Women in 
1967 etc.

A cruel disjunction subsists between declaration 
and reality, permitting charges of hypocrisy and self- 
decejt The western world which decks itself out as 
"free nations” has left the human race with the most

,d,. Bir*
joys of living- 

thetic wail.
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Package of wrongs and rights
As the UN marks human rights declaration, can IBB wrought the miracle?
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° Detainees in Police holding cell in Lagos: Jungle justice is not pan or tne oerter society I

“Chambers of horror”, as the cells of 
the Nigerian Security Organisation 
(NSO) which the erstwhile ambassa­
dor headed were called, were thrown 
open to the press and public scrutiny. 
Tljose who had been sequestered 
there for months, sometimes without 
charges or interrogations, were let go 
to breathe the air of freedom The 
NSO was disbanded. Tribunals were 
set up to re-examine the cases of poli­
tical detainees and those found inno­
cent were discharged. Perhaps, in the 
euphoria of the moment, the Presi­
dent himself declared, obviously in re­
ference to Buhari’s tenure, that there 
was no justification whatsoever to 
keep anybody in detention for 18 
months without bringing him to trial.

Other notable pluses followed 
the regime’ • ' •
nghts. Pubuc ucuuics, even o.i 
arcane subjects as an IMF loan 
encouraged The decree stir_. 
the death penalty, even retroac 
ly, for drug traffickers was r 
with a "more humane” one of 
onment and forfeiture of | 
The proscription of such boi

National Association of Nigerian Stu­
dents was lifted. . ,

The passports of two of Nigeria s 
elder statesmen. Chief Obafcmi Awo- 
lowo and Dr Nnamdi Azikiwe, seized 
by the previous government of 
Buhan, were released. Even the ubi­
quitous social critic. Dr. Tai Solaria 
who had rarely seen anything good in 
any Nigerian government, requested 
for and got an interview with the Presi­
dent When he emerged out of Dodan 
Barracks, Solarin was full of praise for 
the regime. In an unaccustomed 
hyperbole, he said that Babangida was 
the greatest thing that has ever hap­
pened to Nigeria.

Today, Solarin is singing a different 
tune, even a vitriolic one Says he in 
his Tribune column of Scptc- 
bcr 4: "there is a long catalogue of 
instances to show how the govern­
ment , even with the formal abrogation 
of Decree Number Four, has used a 
sledge hammer in knocking 
human rights many of us thoi 
now happily guaranteed."

He cites in evidence, public officers 
and associations, who, critical of gov­
ernment policies have apparently suf-

FTZTxERHAPS, the regime intended 
I “~>it as a legitimacy ploy. But to a 
■ people already satiated with a 
daily diet of draconian laws, it was the 
very elexir they had been yearning for.

i So, when Ibrahim Badamosi Babangi­
da (IBB), a general, ousted the

I brazenly autocratic military govem- 
I mejit of Muhammadu Buhan, August 
I 27, 1985, and replaced it with his own, 
I few, if any, questioned the incongrui- 
| ty, the inherent paradox, of a military 

junta flying to power on the wings of 
human rights.

Only a few Nige 
sisted the coup-da 
“We must never; 
reminded Nigerians, “to lose sense of 
natural justice. The innocent cannot 
suffer the crimes of the guilty. The 
guilty should be punished only as a 
lesson for the future. In line with this 
government’s intention to uphold fun­
damental human rights, the issue of 
detainees will be looked into with de­
spatch."

He capped that speech with the re­
peal of Decree four which protected 
public officers and the government 
from false and or embarrassing re­
ports. Said he: “As we do notintend to 
lead a country where individuals arc 
under the fear of expressing them­
selves, the public officers’ (Protection 
Against False Accusation) Decree 
Number Four of 1984 is hereby re­
pealed with immediate effect.” Con­
sequently. President Ibrahim Baban­
gida granted unconditional pai 
Tunde Thompson and Nduka .. 
two journalists of The Guardian 
papers, who had beep jailed under the 
decree.

Not long afterwards, the President 
re-affirmed his administration’s avow­
al of human rights at the Nigerian In­
stitute of Strategic Studies, Kuru, near 
Jos. “1 believe in fundamental human 
rights,” he said, adding that “jungle 
justice is not part of the better socie­
ty.” “We in this administration,” he 
thundered, "do not believe in the un­
fortunate idea thak Nigerians can nev­
er be made to accept responsibilities 
for their own cause except through 
government-sponsored terror and 
repression.”

He soon matched his words with ac­
tion. Muhammadu Rafindadi’s
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in 1986, in which 
the 
On 

ar, the administra- 
lationa! Executive

a sole administrator for the body 
ostensibly because of the leadership 
squabbles and in-fighting in the con­
gress did not auger well for industrial 
peace and economic stability. In the 
eyes of some NLC leaders, and indee 
some Nigerians, government took t c 
action because it failed to foist its *ea .j I 
ers on the congress. Soon a^tcr’jjS_ I 
state executive committees were 1

Barely five months after the I
tion of the NLC executive, the go* for I 
ment proscribed ASUU on ^ul^better I | 
embarking on a strike ^°r>rnin>s' I 
wages. That same month, the a° tbreC I 
tration clamped into detention of 1 
officials of the National un ial Ig- I 
Bankers, Insurance and Fina'1 
stitutions Employees I
for “acts prejudicial to state se Mr' I
under Decree Two. The offic* I
Kehindc Bello and two 1 ya I
Ralph Obiechie and Paul Oba I
still in detention. I

With the proscription I
Professor Wole Soyinka, to viv I 
given a cautious endorsemC'^cO 
human rights policy, and ha“-y 1S,KC 
lifted for accepting a road sa> . 
the Babangtda admmistrat'o j
out. In a statement in 
“Proscription or Dialogue- ,c • , V 
Choice.” the Nobel Lauri^ § 
that “this regime, tn case it • 
learnt of the expression, is pt-^ 
scribed as government M 
tion. And with justification^ tbyP . 
the regime to decide whcin rt» 0 
stitutes a flattering or a pen ,.»n 
scription." He warned th»^.

fered reprisals at the hands of the au- z 
thorities: “Ex-govemor Madaki was <
dislodged; bankers Ayagi and Olash- j
sore, retired; Dr. Patrick Wilmot and ; 
Mrs. Creachean Adclugba, chased out |
of our country; one previous No two < 
man, Ebitu Ukiwc evaporated; Prof • 
Tam David-West and ex-Extcmal 
Affairs Minister, Prof. Akinyemi dis­
appeared unceremoniously; NANS 
(Nigerian Association of Nigerian Stu­
dents), ASUU (Academic Staff Union 
of Universities) and NLC (Nigeria 
Labour Congress) were dislodged and 
their leadership silenced; Dr. Festus 
lyayi of the University of Benin 
(National President of ASUU) got his 
beared — almost literally — singed.” 
Solarin’s verdict: “Most of us know 
there is more of window dressisng than 
of reality. Corruption, highway rob- 

:ry, universal apathy, poverty, hun- 
;r have never shone more lugub- 
ously than they do today.”
Daily, the human rights intentions 

of the regime are getting blurred and 
nimbled all around the edges by its 
practices. Although, the Babangida 
administration holds that in dispens­
ing natural justice, the innocent must 
be separated from the guilty as an ob­
ject lesson for the future, the regime 
did not hesitate to place a wholesale 
ban on former politicians (whether 
guilty or not) in its transition to civil 
rule tribunal; an action which Chinua 
Achebe likened to that of colonial dis­
trict officers, who if he is unable to find 
the culprit, punishes the entire na­
tives.

The regime of the President, who 
could not find justification for the de­
tention of anyone without trial for 18 
months, has managed to keep the for­
mer Head of State, Buhan, his second- 
in-command. Tunde Idiagbon and NSO 
Director, Rafindadi. m detention for 
more than three years without trial 
under the State Security (Detention of 
Persons) Decree Two of 1984. Ironical­
ly, it was the Buhan regime that enacted 
the ir famous Decree Two, under whose 
poetic justices the trio have achieved the 
dubious distinction of being the longest 
serving detainees under its sweeping 
powers.

But what i 
the Babangu 
the appt 
tration t 
trade unions 
persons. Folk 
demonstrations ...... ...............
police shot and killed students, 
government proscribed NANS. 
February 28, this ycai

I tion dissolved the Na---------------------
Committee of the NLC and appointed
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awaiting trial and held at Ikoyi unhygienic environment and 

-ars were released through general lack of medical facili- 
ourt actions initiated by the tics.

reeding
---------yinndequale. f
lhe daily (ceding of a 

r------- — which is hardly
adequate for a single meal for 
nn nv^raeo ryjrson. A Lap-'-

___

facilities in the 
virtually non-

I tions standard minimun 
I for the treatment of pris.
I Acute congestion and 
(■crowding constitute the
I was built in 1961 with a capacity 
for 800 prisoners. At the end of 
October 1988, 2,376 prisoners 
were held there. C-* 'MV* 
this number arc cot 
oners; 2,029 arc awaiting I 
Thirty-four persons arc 
tained under the State S£ci 
(Detention of Persons' 
No Two of 1984-20 of tl

I in Ikoyi prison are I 
I juveniles ---------
j The situation is the same in • Prison death is rampant. In 
I almost all the 130-odd prisons Ikoyi prisons alone, 89 pnson- 
I nationwide. More than 70 per- ere awaiting trial diedwithin 
jeent of prison inmates arc the first 10 months -7 
I awaiting trial and most of them while 21 prisoners dicJ “* 
have been held in prison cus- Harcourt Prisons witiuu >

I tody for periods ranging from same period. The cau<* 
three to 10 years without trial, death is usually ovcrcrowun

l Twenty-four of these prisoners, poor feeding and starvatk

ilations of Human Rights 
in Nigeria

M

: cases was that of Ajani 
s, a trader at Agege in Lagos, 
ited by Femi Falana, the 

-*■- handled his case, 
approached sometime 

1983 by one of his cus- 
icrs, Baba Lati, a traditional doc- 
, to buy beer Worth N120.00 on cre- 
for the naming ceremony of a baby.

instituted Iby five inmates of 
Kirikiri Prison seeking to com­
pel an increase in their feeding 
allowances.

•Medical 
prisons are 
existent.

•Prison death is rampat 
Ikoyi prisons alone, 89 pr.__„ 

’per- ere awaiting trial died within 
arc the first 10 months of 1988, 

within the 
luse of 
owding, 

ion,

The report of the organisation, (sec 
box), founded on October 15,1987 by 
two Nigerian lawyers, Mr. Olisa 
Agbakoba and Mr. Clement Nwank- 
wo, chronicles in minutiae, the sundry 
and invidious ways human rights 
abuses are perpetrated through gov­
ernmental practices and otherwise. In 
the opening message, Agbakoba re­
calls that in the mid-year report of the 
organisation published in June this 
year, “the verdict was that human 
rights conditions in Nigeria fell far be­
low minimum standards prescribed 
not only in the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights, but also in the Ban­
jul Declaration of 1981.” He observes 
that, “regrettably, this ‘year’s report, 
shows no noticeable improvements in 
the way government has responded to 
human rights issues.”

The most pervasive aspect of human 
rights abuse in Nigeria, it would seem, 
arises from the basic concern of the 
UN declaration: “No one shall be sub­
jected to torture or to cruel, inhuman 
or degrading treatment or punish­
ment.”

Violations of fundamental rights in 
**■■» regard arc legion as documented

the CLO and other sources. One of 
the tragic 
Adcshipe, 
As narrat, 
lawyer who 
Adeshipc was ; 
in December 1< 
tome 
tor, 1 
dit fr

lanson to Ajani Adeshipe, 
Jogu suffered a worse fate in 
; of the police. In March, 

jogu was arrested by the 
lilc driving his Peugeot 404 

ic Badagry Express- 
After a futile search for inenmi- 

cvidencc at his house, the 
asked Odogu 

Laj

Adcshipe obliged.
A month later, the Pcugeout 504 car 

of a lady in the neighbourhood was 
stolen. Before reporting the theft to 
the police, the lady consulted Baba 
Lati, whose Ifa oracle allegedly 
pointed at Adeshipc, his creditor. 
Based on the lady’s report of Ifa find­
ings to the police, Ajani Adeshipe was 
arrested on February 5,1984. After six 
months in detention, his family filed a 
writ of Habeas Corpus. In a counter­
affidavit, the police brought a deten­
tion order, as was quite usual during 
the Buhari regime, and inserted 
Adcshipe’s name on it. With that, the 
High Court held that it could not go 
into Adeshipe’s detention, because its 
jurisdiction had been ousted by the 
order.

Transferred from Panti Police Cell 
to the Ikoyi Prisons, all in Lagos, 
Adeshipe met Afro-Beat King Fela 
Anikulapo-Kuti who was serving a 
five-year jail term. They separated 
when Fela was transferred to Maidu­
guri prisons. As soon as Fela was re­
leased , Adeshipe sent word to him and 
he (Fela) contacted the Chambers of 
Aka-Bashorun. An affidavit was sub­
sequently deposed to by Adeshipe’s 
wife on filing the application. This 
time there was no counter-affidavit. In 
fact, in reply to the substantive 
application, the state counsel, Mrs. 
M.E. Odunanc said: “My Lord, it is 
rather unfortunate that this man was 
forgotten at ikoyi Prisons. Looking 
through the papers, the allegation 
against him was totally unfounded. I 
want him to be unconditionally re­
leased ” On January 26, 1987, the 
presiding judge, Idowu Agoro, 
ordered the immediate release of 
Ajani Adeshipe after spending three 
years in detention. When asked to file 
a suit for compensation, Adeshipc 
pleaded passionately with his lawyers 
to leave the matter with God the 
Almighty. He feared, as his lawyers 
later understood, that such a court ac­
tion could annoy the police into re- 
arresting him.

In compr~“ 
Joseph Ode 
the hands 
1979, Od( 
police whi 
saloon car on th< 
way. 
nating 
police asked Odogu to report at the 
Lion Buildings, Lagos, to make a 
statement. There, he was detained 
“without the knowledge of his wife 
whom he married the previous day.” 

After being shuttled from one police

Prison conditions and prisoner abuse
(CLO records)
•Prison conditions in Nigeria ycar

I fall far below the United Na- court actions initis.------t
I lions standard minimum rules CLO early in the y**"’- 
I for the treatment of prisoners. *Pnson food a.._ — 
I Acute congestion and over- system arc grossly inadeqi 
(■crowding constitute the most A paltry sum of N2.50 is 
(serious problem. Ikoyi Prison vidcdfortb-',":,",—'*;— 
I was built in 1961 with a capacity prisoner — v-mvn » m 
for 800 prisoners. At the end of adequate for a r’"*-----

376 prisoners an average person. A Lagos 
Only 293 of High Court in September 1988 F. 

jnvictcd pris- refused to hear an application J 
waiting trial, instituted by five inmates of .. —. de I
<ate Security 
—ns) Decree 

'those held 
listed as

• Agbakoba: in the 
rights struggle 

debate and commentary on the activi­
ties of government under this regime 
than any in the past.”

Such higher levels of public debate 
and commentary may not necessarily 
translate into more human rights. To a 
growing number of Nigerians, the hu­
man rights era of IBB is a fast-receding 
echo of halcyon days. At no time in 
Nigeria’s history has this one issue 
taken the centre stage as now. Last 
week? the Civil Liberties Organisation 
(CLO) launched its annual report for 
1988 on the violations of human rights 
in Nigeria on Saturday, December 10, 
to coincide with the 40th anniversary 
of-the UN Universal Declaration on 
Human Rights.
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he was 
(N100).

fers, they thought it 
matter. A glance at 

>at the 
Vice-Admiral 

igned the deten- 
iber 24, 1987. A 

however, rc-

Newswatch who was assassinated by 
parcel bomb.

Caught in the welter of accusations 
of government insensitivity, if not con­
nivance at human rights abuses, the 
Justice Minister, Prince Bola Ajibola, 
admitted at the June seminar of the 
Human Rights Committee of the

When the counter-affidavit was served 
on Odulana’s lawyers, they th: _ 
was the end of the matter. A glat 
the detention order revealed th: 
Chief of General Staff, 
Augustus Aikhomu sigi 
tion order on Septcml 
closer exami

Nigerian Bar Association in Benin 
that "the system was not perfect.’ De­
flecting the charge from government, 
Ajibola insisted that human rights 
violations in Nigeria were not the pro­
duct of deliberate government policy 
but the “over zealousncss of some 
security agents.”

To some Nigerians, such exculpa­
tory explanations would not hold. 
Fcmi Falana, for example, would 
readily point to the case of Bernard 
Odulana, a trade unionist with the De­
partment of Customs and Excise. 
According to him, Odulana petitione 
the President sometime in September 
1987. accusing one of his ministers ot 
smuggling. The petitioner promise o 
give information to back his allega­
tions. While awaiting a reply to "is 
petition, security agents picked him- 
For 62 days, he was held incommuni­
cado. Falana’s chambers filed a writ ot 
habeas corpus at a Lagos High ou . 
According to him, the governmu. 
reacted by filing a counter-affidavit 
with a detention order attached tome 
motion fixed for November 21,

cell to another in Lagos, he was even­
tually charged with armed robbery at a 
Yaba Magistrate Court. On the 
strength of a holding charge, the 
Magistrate refused his application for 
bail, ordering that Odogu be reman­
ded in prison custody until the next 
hearing date. A few adjournments la­
ter, Odogu was forgotten in prison 
custody. On April 5, this year, he re­
gained his freedom through the CLO, 
after spending nine years in detention 
as a suspect. For his sufferings, the 
presiding judge awarded Odogu 
N2.000 as compensation, a sum which 
Soyinka considers a “disgrace” and 
"does not bear thinking about.”

The incarceration of another victim, 
Nathaniel Utoh, though grave, has 
elements of the seriocomic. On April 
7, 1970, Utoh was sentenced to a four- 
month imprisonment for a minor off­
ence. In the alternative, 
ordered to pay a fine of £50 .
Unable to pay, he opted to go to jail.. 
By prison calender, Utoh was due for 
release on July 7, 1970. For inexplic­
able reasons, he did not regain his 
freedom on that day. It took Governor 
Mike Akhigbe’s prerogative of mercy 
for Mr. Utoh to regain his freedom, 
along with 77 other prisoners, after he 
had spent 17 years behind bars.

True,.many of these violations pre­
date the present administration. But 
as critics point out, a government that 
is overly concerned about human 
rights must feel sufficiently disturbed 
about such reports to act. As CLO 
President Agbakoba told The African 
Guardian, "We (the organisation) 
have records of inmates dying in pris­
on confinement without being brought 
before any court of law for trial for any 
offence whatsoever and the most pain­
ful thing is that government appears 
not to be aware of its functions in this 
regard.”

Gideon Onyia, a member of the 
Constituent Assembly is not fully con­
vinced that the government is firm 
enough in the enforcement of fun­
damental rights. “The real test of 
numan rights,” he says, "is detention 
without trial for months or years.” 
According to him, "the decongestion 
of prisons is not the most important 
thing; rather, the emphasis should be 
on ensuring that innocent persons do 
not suffer." Although, he believes 
that the track record of the present 
administration on human rights is bet­
ter than that of its predecessor, he, 
nevertheless, says that the govern­
ment must make serious attempts on 
such issues as getting the murderers of 
Dele Giwa, the editor-in-chief of

•vealed that as at that date, the CGS 
was a Rear-Admiral.

Odulana’s lawyer filed a “further 
and better affidavit” alleging that the 
detention order was back-dated as the 
CGS only became a vice admiral in 
October 1, 1987. Upon this discovery, 
the state counsel asked for adjourn­
ment. When both parties returned to 
court, a couple of days later, a revoca­
tion order was produced to back up 
Mr. Odulana’s unconditional release 
from “unlawful detention.”

Still, critics point to other areas. 
Under the Buhari regime. Decree 
Two of 1984 was generally held to be 
obnoxious because of its widespread 
use and abuse even at a time when 
only the Chief of Staff. Supreme 
Headquarters, Major-General Tunde 
Idiagbon was technically allowed to 
invoke it. Under the present dispensa­
tion, the exercise of that decree has 
been extended, apart from the CGS, 
to include the Inspector General of 
Police and the Minister of internal 
Affairs.

Further, the retention of numerous
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Another view of human rights
Gani Fawehinmi talks of the socio-economic angle

of
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enccof the people: what the 
United Nations Universal 
Declaration of Human 
Rights calls economic rights. 
Which arc these economic 
rights? The right to shelter, 
the right to paid employ­
ment, the right to free 
education, the right to good 
and free medical services and 
so on and so forth.

These arc more important 
than freedom of expression; 
even more important than 
the right to vote. What does 
freedom of expression mean 
to a man who does not know 
where his next meal will come 
from? Or where his children 
will be educated or where he 
can get free medical service 
for hints*’* J,’ ’ 
The emphasis according 
my own perception of v

Ic’OR over 20 years, I have 
■ fought for the fun­
damental human rights of 
Nigerians. I have been de­
tained 15 times. My first 
dotention, lasted 10 months 
in 1969. I have been charged 
to court 10 times but 1 have 
never been convicted. Now, 
really the emphasis on human 
rights has generally been 
placed on the intangible 
aspect of human rights, leav­
ing the more tangible areas.

All human rights associa­
tions in the western world in­
cluding Nigeria, including the 
Civil Liberties Organisation 

I (CLO), all of them have 
ignored those rights that are 
meaningful to the masses.

I The rights that have been 
I ignored are those that touch 

on the socio-economic exist-

to a detainee is graphically illustrated 
by what a newspaper termed as a dra­
ma at the Anambra State Robbery and 
Firearms Tribunal. The robbery sus­
pects, according to the reports, had 
arrived at the tribunal shockingly 
emaciated and in rags. A member of 
the tribunal, Major Olusegun Fadare, 
whose humane sensibilities appeared 
to have been offended declined to par­
ticipate in the proceedings. When the 
tribunal chairman, Justice M.C. 
Ejiofor made moves to begin the trial. 
Major Fadare insisted that he could 
not stand the sight of the suspects. 
“My Lord," he was reported to have 
said, “the sight of these men is too 
horrible, I still insist on seeing them 
clothed.” ____

When the chairman, however, re­
fused the major's arguments on the 
ground that the tribunal had no busi­
ness with the suspects’ welfare, and- 
again attempted to go on with the trial, 
he was again opposed by Fadare, who 
volunteered to give the suspects his 
own clothes. The tribunal had to retire 
for about 45 minutes to enable the ma­
jor to drive home to bring two shirts 
for the suspects.

Even the Nigerian Prisons Service 
annual report for 1984 admits, albeit 
indirectly, that prison conditions are 
sub-human. In its general review, the 
report identifies some of the problems 
as follows:

■self and,his family? righa
mhnc.c n^«rH.ng to should be right to work. free 

what education."

• Gross inadequacy of essential stores 
such as soap, blankets, beds, prison­
ers’ uniforms, staff accoutrements, 
padlocks, disinfectants, etc. Conse­
quently, many prisoners slept on bare 
floors and both staff and prisoners 
went about in tatters. The incidence of 
epidemics was on the increase, among 
inmates.
• Abandonment of capital projects by 
contractors resulting in non­
completion of on-going prison de­
velopment programmes. Prison is thus 
aggravated.
• Continued use of bucket latnnes in 
some prisons which constitute health 
hazard to both prisoners and staff.
• Acute shortage of drugs in prison 
clinics and ambulances to convey se­
rious and emergency cases to the hos­
pital. This resulted in increased out­
break of epidemics in prisons and 
higher mortality rate among pris­
oners.

There is hardly any contest that hu­
man rights in Nigeria is still in its 
embryonic stage. The question fcally 
is: Can the Babangida administration 
wrought the miracle? Or will Soyinka 
prove prophetic that the “existence of 
any military regime is a negation of the 
principles of human rights?”
By Godwin Agbroko with reports from 
John Nwaobl, Abdul Oroh, Debo Adeslna, 
Abraham Ogbodo, Tunde Oyekola and 
Paul Nwabulkwu In Abuja

human rights, should be in 
terms of; right to life, work, 
free education, frfcc medical 
service,’ good shelter, then 
freedom of expression and so 
on in that order.

In essence, the most fun­
damental of human rights is 
the abolition of poverty and 
an unashamed annihilation of 
the quintessence of human 
rights. It destabilised the 
workers’ voice, it banned the 
press by proscription, it rep­
ressed the students by shoot­
ing. Every conceivable socio­
economic rights of the masses 
have been removed. What we 
achieved in 1960 by way of 
political independence, he 
(Babangida) has surrendered 
in 1988 to foreigners by way 
of privatisation and commer­
cialization. He has surren­
dered our rights through eco­
nomic dependency, through 
SAP. His regime has pres­
ided over the socio-economic 
liquidation of our 
sovereignty.

decrees which oust the jurisdiction of 
the courts and the burgeoning of tri­
bunals whose verdicts are not subject 
to appeal arc generally held out as 
manacles to-meaningful human rights. 
In citing Nigeria for human rights 
abuses in its 1988 report. Amnesty In­
ternational noted that of the more 
than 100 persons executed in Nigeria 
from January to December, 1987, a 
majority of them were sentenced by 
tribunals from which there was no 
right of appeal. Amnesty observed 
further that the right of appeal to a 
higher court was denied more than 170 
persons tried in connection with the 
religious riots which broke out in 
Kaduna State.

Furthermore, the human rights 
body noted trade union leaders were 
detained without trial for up to one 
week in December and four leading 
members of former governments re­
mained under restriction, without 
trial, throughout the year.

Perhaps, no area of human rights 
abuse is as sour as that of the dehuma­
nising conditions in prison and police 
detention cells. As the CLO report 
notes. 97 inmates, most of whom have 
never been to a court of law died this 
year alone at the Ikoyi Prisons. Says 
Agbakoba: “We do not have records 
of other prisons, but it is clear that the 
situation is not different.”

What prison or police cells could do
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Thirty days in hell
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by how much it has gone
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lom the police officer 
ignores me. Now, 

»-tween his teeth, a

that?” He <
against eact ___
stood aside.

“What is your name?”, one voice behind me demands 
“Why are you here?” another one to my left demands.
“Answer us!” another to my right demands. And then, 

blows to my body, my head, my face. I am slapped repe­
atedly. I try to protect my face and then I am slapped even 
more for doing so. In a few minutes, my eyes are swollen.

“Remove your pant”, one of my attackers with the 
neck of a bull orders. I hesitate, for which I receive two 
slaps at once.

My eyes sting me, my ears sting me. I see stars flying 
round me.

“Sit on the floor”, one of the voices commands. I dimly 
see the blackened, raw floor, wet, slimmy. The man with 
the neck of a bull lowers his fingers and raises the rag which

raw floor, wet, slimmy. The man with 
. his fingers and raises the rag which 

had once been a pant away 
from his scrotum and 
scratches it viciously. 
Another one of them begins 
to scratch his back, with the 
same viciousness but quite 
unconsciously. Then a 
third, until like a yawn, all 
the detainees around me be­
gin to scratch, scratch and 
scratch. Legs, hands, sides, 
backs, scrotums, necks.

I shiver inwardly.
“No, remove your pant 

rst”, the man with the 
ick of a bull orders me.

T 7.00 p.m. on July 10, Dr. Festus lyayi, a dismissed 
AB lecturer of the University of Benin, and former National 
President of the Academic Staff Union of Universities, was 
picked up in his home by officials of the State Security 
Service (SSS). For 30 days, he had a taste of the harrowing 
ordeal in a detention cell in Benin and subsequently in 
Lagos. lyayi, this year’s winner of the Commonwealth Prize 
for prose, in a breathtaking narrative, detailed his experi­
ences in the September—October, 1988, edition of Law and 
Practice, a journal of the Nigeria Bar Association. Excerpts.

■iFHE SSS (State Security Service) woman who intro- 
I duced herself as a Chief Superintendent of Police and 

the SSS man who accompanied her arrested me in my home 
at 7.00 p.m. on Monday, July 10,1988. Both of them were 
armed. The SSS woman did the talking. She had instruc­
tions, she said, to pick me up for a chat with her boss.

"Couldn’t the chat wait until the next morning?”
“No”, she said. Her boss was waiting. In any case, I 

would be back home in about an hour and to prove that she 
was sincere, my wife and other friends could accompany me 
to the SSS headquarters. So we all went (my wife, three 
friends) with them to the headquarters which the SSS 
shares with the Police in the Government Reservation 
Area in Benin.

...The police officer to whom an SSS man handed me 
over three hours later waved a sheet of paper in the air. The 
SSS woman and man who had picked me up had dis­
appeared as soon as they brought me in. "That’s your 
detention order”, the police officer declared. “You are 
going into the cell”.

“Cell?" "Pull your clothes!’’. “Why am I going into the 
cell? I am not a criminal”.

The police officer looked at me maliciously, 
paper,’’ he said, waving the piece of paper in front of his 
nose this time as if to fan himself with it, “says you are to be 
detained. If you are not a criminal, why are you here? Now, 
pull your clothes.”

"Go behind the counter and pull your clothes!"
Behind me, another policeman armed with a gun that 

looked like an AK 47 was shouting abuses at Grace (my 
wife) and other friends and herding them towards the iron 
gate that completed the wire fence round this section of the 
police station. The rain was pouring. I saw him raise the 
butt of the gun and strike at the shoulders of Dr. Agbonifoh 
and then Dr. Shitta. I heard loud protests. I saw Grace 
being dragged by the arm towards the gate in the rain.

“Go behind the counter and take off your clothes”, the 
police officer with the sheet of paper ordered now.

“Make una bring am come in here now", one of the 
bare bodies (inside the cell) called out.

“Make sure you wrap up your clothes properly”, he 
(the officer) snapped. “You are wasting our time".

I took off my shirt, then my shoes, then my pair of 
trousers. I stood before them in my socks and pants only.

“Take off your socks”, the police officer said shyply. 
He had come round now and held a bunch of keys in his 
hands. I took off my socks.

I put the small wrap of clothes in the space he had 
indicated, behind a variety of rotten junk, tom and dis­
carded police boots, blackening banana peelings, mud, 
spittum...

The police officer put the key in the lock and turned it. 
“Head of State”, he sang out and a fairly wide chested man

• lyayi
I lower my pant
Laughter.
“Look at it”, one of them cries out.
“It is gone inside already, sec by how much it has gone 

inside.”
More laughter.
“Sit on the floor.”
“Now sit down”, another voice commands. I sit down 

again on the wet blanket of gravel.
All this time, the detainee to whe- 

had referred to as the head of state igr 
raises his face, his fingers picking betv 
looks at me.

“You have been most rude”, he says threatening. I try 
protest..

“Shut up!” at once from several voices.
“You have been most rude”, he sneers again, the 

smaller finger of his left hand probing between his teeth, 
“and you are going to pay for it”.

I do not say anything.
“Stand up when the head of state is talking to you”
I rise at once to my feet.
“How much have you got on you?”, the bull-necked 

one continues.
“I have nothing on me”, I say in reply.
“Now you arc going to pay us N200.00.”
“Two hundred naira!”
“Yes.”
“I don’t have that kind of money.”
“How much can you pay?”

turned his head, rather disinterestedly but all the more 
deadly; “Make sure you handle him with iron hands”.

I stared at the police officer. “What do you mean by­
opened the iron grating. The iron bars clanged 

:h other. “Go inside”, the man ordered now and
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“ I watched them as they dragged out 
the three big basins from the cages. I 
watched them as they began to gather up 
the faeces on the floor with their bare 
hands and throw them into the basins. I 
watched them as they were helped to set 
the basins on their heads... ”

! are 
iown

on

Dwn 
iron 
out. 
drip-

~ie had rcsp"
then dctaim

it you sai _ 
linisters observes.

ter tl 
ink Dimo\

; about two and a half spoon cuts of cba served 
ny mucous whitish green liquid without the 
bone let alone fish or meat, served by the oil

personal guard agreed and then 
and ordered three of its inmates to

The detainees begin to get up one by one. One of the 
persooal guards to the head of state came over to me.

“Get up,” he said to me. I stood up.
“You arc to take the basins outside!
“Me?”
“Yes."
“Look here”, one of the detainees intervened. “Don’t 

you know this man? Can you pretend that you do not know 
him?”

“And so what?”
“Find somebody else to carry the basins outside."
“What will he give to us?”
The detainee who had intervened on my behalf turned 

to me and then looked at him. “He will get you two loaves 
of bread.”

“Okay then”, the 
opened one of the cages 
come out.

I watched triem as they dragged out the three big basins 
from the cages. I watched them as they began to gather up 
the faeces on the floor with their bare hands and throw 
them into the basins. I watched them as they were helped to

set the basins on their heads. I watched them walking dos 
the corridor with the basins on their heads. I saw the in 
grated door to the cell open and watched them go o 
About’ 10 minutes passed and then they came back, dr 
ping with water.

“What happened?”
Prince Muda, the man who had intervened on my 

behalf turned to me. “Sometimes some of the detainees ask 
to be allowed to carry the basins outside so that they can 
have the hose turned on them by the police. That is the only 
way in which anybody can have a bath here.”

Another commotion at 11.00 am announced the arrival 
of breakfast;; 
with a slimm 
trace of any t 
minister.

"Festus lyayi!"
I stood up. A policeman was at the gate to the cell. 
“Come out.” Envious faces looked at me.
“Put on your clothes.” I found my clothes still irttact 

and put them on.
Later thataftemoon at 2.00 pm, Tuesday July 11 1988, 

Mr. Frank Dimowo, Mr. Emman Amade and I were driven 
by the SSS in a dull brown 505 car with a sticker beanng 
‘Nigerian Airports Authority’ to Lagos. We left Benin 
under a huge blanket of rain. We arrived in Lagos at about 
7.00 pm.

I was detained in Benin at 7.00 pm on Monday July 10 
1988 and released in Lagos along with my colcagues, Dr 
Jega, Mr. Dimowo and Mr. Amade on August 10 1988.

I “You will pay us N100.00” one of the men eventually 
I decides, and scratches his scrotum. “You will pay us the 
I money tomorrow. Wasn’t that your wife?”

“Yes.”
I “You will send her for the money when she comes in 
I the morning. Is that clear?”

“Yes.”
I “Once you have paid it, you can stay in state house 

with the head of state.”
“Thank you.”
“Tell us why you are here”, one of the men who I now 

understand to be a minister demands.
1 tell them very briefly about the ASUU strike, how the 

regime had responded to the strike by proscribing the union 
and then detaining its leaders.

“But you said you are no longer in the university”, one 
of the miiilo

“Yes.”
“Then why are you here?"
“I don’t know. I didn’t go on strike. I was sacked last 

year and after that the vice-chancellor used thugs to throw 
my family and my things out of my house. Now they are 
holding me for a strike action I did not take part in.”

The cell is a smelling house. There is a corridor, about 
four feet six inches across and some 24 feet that separates 
the two rows of cages. The cages on the left arc multiple 
ones. They arc eight in number and were built to accommo­
date two inmates only. Each of these cages now holds about 
12 or more detainees who are padlocked inside. To get out 
to ease themselves, they must bang the door of the cage 
several times before one of the personal guards to the head 
of state will come up with the keys.

On the right hand side of the corridor are the single 
cages. There arc five of them and in three of them, there are 
at least three detainees. The last two single cages have been 
converted to toijets. The detainees urinate and excrete here 
on the floor or into giant plastic basins.

In that 24 feet of corridor, there are 51 of us and in each 
of the cages meant for two inmates, there arc at least 12 
inmates while each of the single cages holds between three 
and four detainees. The entire corridor is lit by two candles. 
One of the candles is already one quarter burnt out, the 
other almost half way. •

The sleeping arrangement is also such that we 
arranged like sardines in a can: detainees have to lie de 
with their heads in opposite directions even as they lay 

I their sides so that their legs would cross each other.
I Every now so often, banging would start in the 
I cages.
J "Cell six for piss!” Meaning: I want to urinate; I am in 
I cell six.
I "Cell seven for shit!" Meaning: I want to defecate. I 
I am in cell seven.
I The banging would grow. A stream of violent, raw 
I abuses would start inside the cage.
I “Duty Officer!” the demand would rise to a frenzy.
I “Don’t urinate on me o! Stop that! Bastard!”
| "If you must urinate now, you must do so,” the Duty

Officer would call into the cage. “I am not coming back a 
second time...

However, another five minutes would pass and the 
banging would start all over again.

In the morning around 6.00 a.m. the iron door to the 
cell clanged again and another policeman came accompa­
nied by the same minister.

“Clean up the cell!” ,
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Money-bags are here

• Lawai (standing): "We are impressed with the Group s range of activities"

By Felix Obanya
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! Merchant Bank, N3 million; 
I cial Bank (Credit Lyonnais)

an
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total sum is not 
al lending 
trend to the

rsify the available resource 
ressing needs of other cus-

r
market is up 
1O banks came 
sign 
oNig

syndication
i. Last week,
in Lagos to sign a current 

yndication for two Nigerian sub- 
ies of the Churchgate Group. 
■ ’ in its successful overhaul of the 
Jling Bendel Textile Mills, Asa- 
• which it now has 50 per cent

Syndicate market props up investment
annually. It is envisaged that this ex­
pansion will push its labour force from 
600 to 900 by next March.

IT1 which was incorporated in 1974 
is getting N20.2 million from seven 
banks. IMB is offering N5.7 million; 
ICON N4 million; UBA N3 million; 
Commercial Bank Credit Lyonnais 
N3.5 million. ACB is also providing 
N2 million. The Lion and Allied 
Banks arc also chipping in a million 
naira each. ITl’s total package is com­
posed of N16 million of term loan re­
payable in 6Y2 years at 18.5 per cent 
interest with an 18-month morator­
ium, while the remaining N4.2 million 
is in overdraft. ITI requires the fund to 
part-finance its 8.5 ton-per-day new

RFHE t
■ again, 

together 1 
loan syi 
sidiarie 
Basking 
once ail: w 
ba (in which it now has 50 per cent 
equity) the Indian Multinational slip­
ped into the capital market to tidy up 
its nine-month negotiation of a N45.2 
million multi-credit syndicated facility 
with the consortium.

The Ioan package put together by 
the International Merchant Bank 
(IMB) is for part-financing of major 
expansion projects of International 
Textiles Industies and Ocean Fisher­
ies. The other unspecified foreign 
component has been knotted by Royal 
Investment Financial Corporation of 
America, who provided funds to 
Ocean Fisheries to add eight new 
trawlers to its fleet of 19. Each of the 
trawlers costs SI.7 million. The 
Group’s Financial Director, Gopal 
Rao, said that the Federal Ministry of 
Finance granted Churchgate in 1986

1 approval to raise $15.5 million loan 
foreign currency.
The Ocean Fisheries’ new N25 mil­

lion loan package is being funded by 
six banks of which IMB is providing 

I N7 5 million Other five participating 
j banks include the United Bank for 
: Africa with N5.5 million. Financial 

Merrhnnf NH milltrtn• Commcr-
) and ABC

why the syndication, when IMB 
wide wholly the fund tor one of 

orporate customers? IMB's 
Finance General Manager, 

Olurotimi Williams agrees that the 
not beyond the bank’s leg­
limit. He attributes the 
need to spread risk and, as

projects as worthy of support " IMB’s 
Executive Director. Razak Lawai 
agrees and attributes IMB s support to 
the group’s performance record: “We 
are impressed with the Group's range 
of activities.” Other participating 
banks also appeared impressed. Says 
an ICON top banker: “we are sure of 
the projects, that is why we agreed to 
participate”

But why •* 
can pros.uv. ■ 
its oldest coi 
Corporate F.

Merchant Banks are both offering N2 
1 million each; while Savannah’s input is 

N2 5 million. African Continental 
I BankisalsocontnbutmgNl.5million, 

while Lion Bank’s share is Ml million.
Ocean’s N25 million syndication is 

composed of N23 million term loan, 
repayable in 6’Zi years with an 18- 
month moratorium. The remaining 
N2 million is in overdraft. The N23 

I million loan attracts an interest of 
N17.5 per cent (or one per cent above 
IMB’s prime lending rate). Ocean 
Fisheries needs the local funds to build 
up dry- docks and set up a shrimp pro­
cessing plant. The new five-ton-per- 
day shrimp plant when completed, 
according to Rao, will enable the firm 
to meet customer specifications. 
Ocean Fisheries also hopes the plant 
will enable it to double its shrimp ex­
port currently worth $6 million

25,000 spindles spinning plant at Isolo, 
Lagos as well as strenghten its back­
ward integration programme by in­
creasing its yarn production to 2478 
tons per annum. For its trouble, IMB 
is raking in a token N5.000 as Agency 
Fee.

A joyous Bhagwan Mahtani, execu­
tive director of Churchgate, sees the 
gesture as an acknowledgement of the 
relevance of the Group’s projects to 
the economy. Says he: “By agreeing to 
contribute various sums to the pro­
jects. the banks have endorsed these

well as divers 
to similar pr< 
tomers.

Apart from Churchgatc which may 
make a return soon, it appears that 
Luncheon Vouchers Nigeria Limited 
has also taken the cue. And 1MB may 
likely put the deal together. For Wil­
liams, “the syndication option is likely 
to be more utilised in the future as 
more corporate bodies seek bigger 
funds from the capital market.”
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The 1989 budget: Fine-tuning SAP

ie, v 
ploj

THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN DECEMBER I9.19SS28

the 
there 

this 
inced 

still 
the

one 
of a

Jr, pay 
from 
and 

ition

It should, 
for such a 
available

“It is distressing now to hear constituen­
cies that argued vehemently for a growth 
strategy, to make a U-turn and complain 
that this strategy was inflationary.” — 
Ogundipe

, however 
activities
revenues, ; 

leave the arena of reflat 
to the productive -sectors 
with the most prospects of 
multiplier effects on .the 
economy. In the case of the 
1988 Budget, the entire re­
maining petroleum subsidy

H

penditures was doubtful. 
Yet, it is essential to have 
agencies like the Directo­
rate nf Food. Roads and 
Rural Infrastructure, 
DFRRI in times of national 
economic adversity, espe­
cially if the activities of such 
agencies arc concentrated 
around the rural popula­
tion. whose standard of liv­
ing is battered during eco­
nomic dislocation. Govern­
ment must have it’s own 
visible contributions to­
wards alleviating hardship.

I
'•

1

corporate 
ring the rcduc- 
of new recruit­

fl T is instructive that cur- 
fl rent criticisms of the 

I Structural Adjusment Prog­
ramme (SAP) are usually 

| bereft of tangible and 
I pragmatic solutions to the 
I current economic difficul- 
I ties. Though it must sound 
I somewhat pedantic to re- 
I peat the old cliche, the 
I truth is that SAP is all about 

blood, sweat and tears. The 
Nigerian people have dis­
played a high degree of 
tolerance for economic de­
privation, while govern­
ment has displayed signifi­
cant courage in coming to 
terms with the inevitable. 
One is inclined to believe 
(and this is a persona) con­
viction) that, gi 'cn the 
limitations of the economic 
system that Nigeria has 
adopted, SAP is essentially 
on course.

Political economy vs eco­
nomic technicism

The truth of the matter is 
that the Nigerian govern­
ment has been pursuing 
what must certainly qualify 
as one of the most people- 
oriented economic stabilisa­
tion programmes of modem 
time, while at the same time 
employing the conventional 
wisdom of economic tech­
nicism. This fact is borne 
out by the seeming contra­
diction whereby one will 
find critics on both sides of 
the divide; while some are 
vehement concerning 
human cost of SAP, tl 
are others (including 
writer) who are convii 
that government is 
shying away from 
market-orientation of SAP.

Both sides are correct, 
but fortunately for both 
sides, they do not have the 
difficult mandate of govern­
ment, which requires that 
while the economy be 
restructured, the social enti­
ty called Nigeria also to be 
preserved. The danger 
which the critics are now 
posing to government is that 
of confusing and, or press­
urising the administration

into making fundamental 
mistakes after having 
accomplished so much that 
is positive. It is distressing 
now to hear constituencies 
that argued vehemently for 
a growth strategy, to make a 
U-turn and complain that 
this strategy was inflation­
ary. You can’t squeeze wa­
ter out of a stone!

Right objectives, wrong 
policies

Strictly speaking, 
could fault the timing 
reflationary 1988

Nevertheless, it was a useful 
device if the reflationary 
element of budget propos­
als had been directed to the 
productive sectors via the 
expansion of credit. Gov­
ernment spending is ineffi­
cient (that is the basic lesson 
of SAP), and it was always 
clear that the multiplier 
effects of the proposed ex­

should have been removed 
to pay for the special prog­
rammes, and thereby eli­
minate the deficit. We, 
however, said that we 
would not countenance the 
removal of the subsidy. 
What then will we counte­
nance? One is inclined to 
believe that the policy direc­
tion of the 1988 Budget was 
essentially sound, and 
should be pursued, except 
that this time it should pur­
sue the correct statcgies.

An agenda consideration 
in 1989

• Oil revenue should be 
projected on $10 per barrel 
(the market looks bad);

• Eliminate the entire 
petroleum subsidy if we arc 
to have a balanced budget,

• Leave FEM/
Autonomous Markets
alone as they are; by the 
third quarter of 1989 we will 
be entering into the fourth 
year of the new regime of 
exchange rates, and govern­
ment will discover that the 
demand would have moder­
ated significantly, while the 
supply on the Autonomous 
Market would have picked 
up;

• Liberalise the exten­
sion of credit in the banking 
sector to aid those with 
something serious to do;

• Reduce interest rates 
only for agricultural lending 
— we b?'"* »o pet the food 
situation right for the next 
decade;

• Reduce 
taxes by linki 
tion to levels < 
ment of labour;

• Implement vigorously 
all the other initiatives in 
the 1988 Budget which got 
off to a slow or non-existent 
start.

1989 will be a very tough 
year, let’s start passing the 
word around that we still 
have some way to go before 
the promised land.

By Victor Ogundipe, 
assistant general manager, 
Special Duties, First Dank of 
Nigeria Limited.
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naira will in the I ing the week.

next fortnight 
N5.38 to the do’.:; 
to the pound; N3. 
Swiss francs; N’ 
deutsche mark 
francs, N0.02.

At the autonomous mar­
ket where the restriction on 
exchange rates was lifted 
last month by 1 
Bank, the rate 
official 
and Nf 
some 
have 
tween N9.3(

Name of 
Currency 
U. S. DOLLAR . 5.3263 
POUND STERLING 9.8003 
DEUTSCHE MARK 3.0237 
SWISS FRANCS 
FRENCH FRANCS 
DUTCH GUILDER 2.6826 
JAPANESE YEN 

| CFA FRANCS 
wait endlessly for them, | 

t exchange 
lollar; N9.90 

_ __ i______ t “3.63 to the
Swiss francs;’N3.05 to the 

and CFA

The chamber viewed this 
with serious concern. The 
contention was that Falae 
should have known his sche­
dule well before then and 
should have turned down 
the invitation. Chief J. 
Akin-George, a one-time 
president of the chamber 
specifically noted that this 
habit is fast becoming a 
common thing among gov­
ernment officials. Said he: 
“It is slight on the industrial

I

class” as it tends to create 
the impression that “they 
(industrialists) were inferior 
to the government”. Else­
where in the industrialised 
countries, he says, “the in­
dustrial class controls gov­
ernmental machinery. But 
the reverse is the case in 
Nigeria.”

To that extent, the LCCI 
resolved that efforts should 
be geared towards ensuring 
that only those with the in­
terest of the industrial class 
are put at the helm of affairs 
come 1992.

The lure
of Chinese
Restaurants

Principal Internal 
ditor: Qualification. i 
Accountancy, Bu« 
Administration or Econo­
mics and with either ICA, 
ACA, CIPF or 1CMA. 
Working experience of 
eight years and age between 
25 and 40. Contact: The 
Programme Manager, Bor­
no State Agricultural Dept. 
Programme. P.M.B 1452, 
Maidug

Train 
ificatioi 
or ACC

i was
the Central 

, the rate flunctuated 
illy between N8.50 
18.80 to the dollar but 
reports say it may 
exchanged for be- 

J0 and N10 dur-

TO many observers. 
Chinese Restaurants may 
not mean much to them. 
But for hoteliers, their 
worth is known and they 
have never hesitated in 
creating an annexe for them 
whenever they come 
knocking.

But Ogun State Hotel is 
not so fortunate to have 
them come knocking. And it 
appears it would not want to

, CIPF 
mg expci 
years and aj 
nd 40. Co 
-imme Mai 
ate Agncul 
•amme. ” 
uguri.
lining Manager; Oual- 
in. B Sc. degree, A1B 

_____ ?CA and should be a 
retired Senior Manager in a 
Commercial or Merchant 
Bank. Contact; The Adver­
tiser, P.M.B 12869, Lagos.

Production Operators: 
Qualification, HND
Mechanical Engineering 
with five years experience. 
Contact: The Manager Per­
sonnel, Mobil Nigeria, 
P.M.B 12054, Lagos.

hence it came up 
advertisement last ’ 

orgamssations and 
inteurs to set-up and 

operate a Chinese Res­
taurant within its complex 
in Abeokuta.

Currently, there are over 
a hundred Chinese Res­
taurants spread all over 
Lagos alone with well over 
80 per cent of them situated 
within major hotel 
plexes.

INNOVATION is the 
hallmark in the field of tech­
nology. Some of the latest 
products of such innovation 
are the new panasonic 
copiers models FP1300 and 
FP1520.

These machines can pro­
duce “crisp, clear, true-to- 
original” copies as well as 
self diagnostic display of the 
copier faults. The FP1520 is 
however different from the 
FP1300 in that it has two- 
step enlargements, three- 
step reductions and a per­
fect colour production that 
looks more or less like the 
original.

They have other such 
functions as memory func- 
tion,multifeed bypass and a 
magnifying process. At 
prices anywhere above 
H15.000, MOS Office pro­
ducts Limited offers them 
for sale.

LCCI to deter­
mine own fate

THE marking of the 
Centenary anniversary of 
the Lagos Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry 
(LCCI), was not all clinking 
of wine glasses and patting 
of backs alone.

At the one day seminar 
organised to mark the occa­
sion last Tuesday, many 
national issues were raised 
and observations made. 
One of the important 
observations is the habit of 
top government functionar­
ies delegating junior offic­
ers in their stead at occa­
sions they are supposed to 
be present.

This was prompted by the 
absence of chief Olu Falae 
who was supposed to be the 
guest of honour at the occa­
sion to deliver the keynote 
address. Even then, the 
officer he delegated at the 
last minute to represent 
him, came one and half 
hours behind schedule 
when the business session 
had begun and the first pap­
er by Chief S.L. Edu pre- 
sented.

THE naira at the 68th bi­
monthly Foreign Exchange 
auction held last week failed 
to hold against the dollar, 
the pound sterling and the 
CFA francs, but appreci­
ated against the rest. 
Against the dollar, it went 
down 0.31 per cent; pound 
sterling, 0.58 per cent and 
CFA francs, 2.76 per cent. 
The Swiss francs and the 
deutsche mark depreciated 
against the naira by 2.49 per 
cent and 2.24 per cent re­
spectively. By this out­
come, the
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Shareholders' attitude causes a slump on the market
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against N227.6 
rofit of N61 1 million as 
5 million for the same 

)87. recorded the highest 
cobo. A.G. Levcntis, with 

ind profit 
2 mil-
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SUPPLY STOCKS 10 ' 
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Nig Sow Machine 
West Alncan Glass 
Cross Riv Browonos 
Taylor Woodrow

Connards 
MerchanMo Bank 
Bcroc N-g 
Pharma-Doko 
(near N>g Ltd 
University Press 
Ovattmo (W A.) 
Lovonlis Motors 
Roads (Nig)

Lovontis Technical 
Cappa & D Albodo 
Intra Motors 
Daily Timos 
Blackwood Hodgo 
Capital Hotels 
Bowac Nig Lid 
Boroc mtor 
Nigeria Wire Ind 
Aluminium Ext Ind

rp()R brokers idling under a dull 
|j stock market for sometime now, 
the verve returned to the market early 
this month as many quoted companies 
posted favourable half-year financial 
results. In the last one month, scram­
ble for equities has been recorded per­
sistently. but it appears shareholders 
are adopting a "buy-to-hold” attitude 
This has resulted in a plungeot about 33 
per cent, in the number of shares 
traded from November 11, from a tot­
al of 512,857 down to 348,083 for the 
week ended December 2, 1988. Even 
the government sector which recorded 
two deals worth over N52O.OOO seems 
to be experiencing shortage of stock 
supply as investors are holding tena­
ciously to their gilts, according to the 
Exchange report

Lekan Fadina, General Manager of 
the Second-tier Securities Market 
(SSM) whose sector traded 2,200 
shares in four deals, believes this 
would not have been the case if brok­
ers who arc expected to keep investors 
adequately informed arc not them­
selves ignorant of what goes on in the 
stock market He argues that brokers 
should be more market-oriented by 
seeking •'where the market is and 
vigorously educating investors.” 
According to him, brokers ought to 
ensure that the "buy-to-hold" attitude

of most investors is altered by develop­
ing products that they can trade on the 
market and providing them with other 
services. Fadina sums up the reality: 
“Stockbrokers arc not very well in­
formed about quoted companies. The 
average stockbroker does not engage 
in adequate financial anajysis of the 
stocks he deals in. And due to their 
lack of indepth financial knowledge of 
most of the securities, most brokers 
cannot justify movement of stock 
prices. In some cases, superficial 
reasons arc given for price movement, 
while stocks are either under-priced or 
over-pneed with few actually reflect­
ing their true value.”

Not all market analysts share the 
views of Fadina that investment in 
equities should be based on long-term 
forecast of the prospects of a company 
rather than on short as is presently the 
case. To a stockbroker at the City 
Securities Limited (CSL), stock prices 
are only a reaction to the market 
forces of demand and supply. Thte, he 
says, is dictated by the track records of 
the company; an impressive perform­
ance will, all things being equal, 
attract high demand and boost price. 
Activities at the stock exchange last 
week appeared to favour those brok­
ers who have put their faith in market 
forces Nigerian Breweries Limited 
(NBL), with a third quarter turnover 
of N364.4 million as ' ‘' 
million and pre 
against N24.5 
period in 1987 
point of 10 kou 
a turnover of N25.2 million ai 
of NO 6 million as against N25 
lion and NO 2 million respectively for 
the same period in 1987, came second 
with 5 kobo gain

Others which gained along the same 
line were, Grommac and Metal Box, 3 
kobo, Texaco and NTC, 2 kobo; Agip, 
AP, Livestock Feeds, Pfizer Products, 
Thomas Wyatt and UTC each gained 1 
point. 7-up bottling company which 
had been on Technical suspension due 
to its 'Rights Issue’ had its price res­
tored and thus gained 11 kobo. The 
common stocks index — the perform­
ance guagc of the market — rose from 
230.9 on Monday to close at 232 5 on 
Friday, a rise of 1.6 or about 0.7 per 
cent.
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What’s wrong with 
our spellings?

| SAlt> PACK. IT
UP C.UY1

Carelessness. ignorance cause common errors

anything like that. En­
riched or polluted — de­
pending on the side to 
which you belong — by 
the cultural experiences 
of the Spanish, French, 
and, of course, Africans, 
it could be regarded as a 
hybrid of linguistic and 
cultural pollinations.

Have we forgotten that 
"detente", "corps", etc, 
are French, or that the in­
teresting character of Don 
Quixote is from a classic­
al Spanish novel, Cer­
vantes; or that "okro" 
which some people today

English is no longer I "“bera.1‘on" “
" imogenous" Ion- I abberalion . Harass

We now have the i and embarrass are 
sn’s English, Amer- 1 often written as^harrass 
English, Australian | and "embarass . respec-

teacher or examiner. Af- ‘ 
ter all, we have a tradi­
tion of writing the English j 
language here ! t

All said and done, there , 
are a lot of words which < 
are misspelt here, j 
whether we are writing 
the Queen's English or 
the American. If you go 
through newspapers, ( 
magazines or personal I ( 
notesof many people who . 
set out to write "aberra- ■ 
tion", chances are that you I 
will find "aberation" or

I "abberation”. 
have the i and 

’ Amer- I ofteT

English, etc; the first two 
being the dominant in the 
world, with the United 
States bestriding the 
world like a colossus, 
putting into great use its 
economic power, technol­
ogy, and mass media. 
Africans do not 
write or speak just the 
Queen's English any 
more. American English 
is fast gaining ground. 
And with it come new 
forms of spelling.

These days it is com­
mon to find Africans use, 
like the Americans, 
"advice" or "practice" as 
a verb instead of as a 
noun. But to do so in an 
English class or examina­
tion in Nigeria will de­
finitely earn the person 
the disapproval of the

consider a traditional En­
glish word, is a corrup­
tion of the Igbo word, 
okwuru, the name of both 
a tropical plant and its 
edible fruit?

There is, indeed, abso­
lutely no way common 
errors in spelling English 
words could have been 
avoided in Nigeria or any 
other African country. En­
glish is, to most Africans, 
either a second language . 
or a third one. It is the lan- , 
guage of British colonial- . 
ism. English is no longer 
a "homogenous" lan­
guage.
Queer'* 
ican E

som 
the: 
er. 
Mas 
thing 
sachu

What's the cause of the 
common mispelling of 
words? Low basic intelli­
gence? Researchers rule 
it out. They must be right.

In 1976, American Sup- | 
reme Court justices dif- , 
ferently and repeatedly 1 
wrote "marihuana" in- , 
stead of marijuana; they 
wrote it the way it is pro- j 
nounced. The Newsweek 
magazine recently :
stated that distinguished . 
American writers F. I 
Scott Fitzgerald and j 
Ernest Hemingway were 
bad spellers. Said the 
magazine of the latter: 
Hemingway was abys­
mal in his own right, 
routinely writing "apolo- , 
gize" and "responsiblity". 
and retaining the final 
"e" when adding suffixes 
— as in 'loveing'. But 
Hemingway himself had 
explained: "The spelling 

, and construction of my 
I letters is careless rather 

than ignorant".
We have been discus­

sing misspelling of 
words, but most people 

I may call the topic just 
"mispelhng”

By C. Don Adinuba

i
A friend who prides 2 

himself on being an Afri- | 
can cultural partisan I? 
argues that, unlike Euro- ?, 
pean languages, African 
languages are easy to 
write; once you know the 
letters and the proper pro- 
nounciation, there is 
hardly any word that can­
not be written with ease 
He is right And 
also wrong. Right be­
cause once you have 
known such dipthongs as 
"gb", "kp". "gh" and 
"kw", and how they are 
pronounced, you can cor­
rectly spell almost any 
African word or name. 
Wrong because there are 
African words not written 
the way they are pro­
nounced. Xhosa is a 
South African name 
which is not pronounced 
the way it is spelt.One 
wonders how many peo­
ple can claim that they 
can spell Urhobo or Bini 
words and names.

Back to our discussior 
on common misspelling 
of English words which 
is. in fact, inevitable. En­
glish is no pure lan­
guage, even if there is

tively. Sometimes ."bizar­
re" appears as "bizzare" 
in newspaper headlines 
while "occurrence" and ’ 
"occurred" become 
"occurence" and ,
"occured" respectively. 
"Prestigious" is a word 
many Nigerians like but 
they often spell "pre- ' 
stigeous." Which of these 
are ranks in the police 
force or the armed forces: 
"Superintendent" and 
"lieutenant" or "sup- I 
rintendent" and "leiute- 
nant?" Don't be suprised | 
should some people tick | 
the latter.

Everyone knows the | 
state which Michael Du- | 
kakis governs. If you ask I 
someone to write down I 

‘state in a piece of pap- ’ 
he is likely to write .

rsachussettes or any- ; 
"g other than Mas- i 
.iiusetts.

ffg LARGE number of 
^•teachers, scholars 

and social scientists the 
world over are quite war­
ned about the growing 
phenomenon of wrong 
spellings of many En­
glish words and names. It 
is, of course, not quite 
surpnsing that many an 
English word should be 
commonly misspelt. En­
glish spellings are any­
thing but rational. Else, 
why should "lieutenant", 
pronounced "leftunant”, 
be spelt the way 
done? Or why s 
"read" (past ten: 
read!) and "red" ’ 
sound alike be 
ferently?

fl J -- ’ prides 
in Afri-

pai 
s that, unlike 
languages, Af
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• ^The Human'lmmunodoficloncy Virus (HIV): The world's latest pandemic holding mankind to ransom

and the patient
Study confirms survival potential with zidovudine drug

antigen
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form of the AIDS virus. 
HIV-2, in the West African 
Sub-region had an inhibi­
tory effect on the deadly 
form, HIV-1. Such ex­
planation had been pre­
ferred for the low inci­
dence of AIDS in Nigeria, 
put at 49 at the last count, 
including a baby.

Montagnier is currently 
working on the above 
subject in conjunction 
with some Nigerian re­
searchers. He spoke ab­
out the peculiar tendency 
of the AIDS virus to hide 
in macrophage cells 
(usually large, immobile 
cells found in connective 
tissue in the walls of the 
blood vessels) making 
their detection by anti­
body or antigen im­
possible.

Dr. G.L. Ada of the de­
partment of immunology 
and infectious diseases, 
Johns Hopkins School of 
Hygiene and Public

cine" he said.
An international col­

laborative programme, 
called HTVAC, was 
started in 1984 to help de- 

>p such a vaccine. Ab- 
2,000 papers rallied 
lessly to the theme 
< fourth International 

Conference on AIDS last 
June in Stockholm. 
Attended by more than 
7,000 delegates from 
almost all the countries 
of the world, including 
Nigeria, the conference 
could only report im­
proved understanding of 
the complex AIDS virus. 
Professor Luc Montagnier 
of the Pasteur Institute, 
Paris, and Robert Gallo of 
the National Cancer Insti­
tute. Maryland, U.S.A, 
co-discoverers of the 
virus, were at the six-day 
gathering. Montagnier 
told this correspondent 
that it had not been con­
clusively demonstrated 
that the prevalence of a

S at November 1, 
<f-Sul24,114 cases of AIDS 
were officially reported 
from 142 countries, the 
World Health Organisa­
tion, WHO, said in its 
latest report. WHO itself 
estimates that five t 
million people may 1 
been infected with 
AIDS virus, the world's 
latest pandemic which 
has virtually defied im­
aginative solutions by 
the best medical and sci­
entific minds.

Jonathan Mann, direc­
tor of the World Health 
Organisation Global 
Programme on AIDS said 
recently that progress 
was being made in efforts 
at developing a vaccine 
but that most scientists 
believed that it would be 
at least five to 10 years 
before an AIDS vaccine 
emerged. "I believe that 
we will likely have an 
acceptable drug sooner 
than we will have a vac-

Health. Baltimore has ex­
plained that one of the 
reasons why the develop­
ment of AIDS vaccine is 
difficult is because the 
main surface properties 
of the virus changes very 
rapidly, so that the anti­
bodies produced against 
one strain do not prevent 
infection by a newly aris­
ing strain.

Since elimination of the 
virus is still some dis­
tance away, research has 
been directed towards- 
producing drugs that 
block the enzymes which 
make it possible for the 
virus to copy and repro­
duce itself. Azidothymi­
dine (AZT), which is now 
called Zidovudine, is the 
most favoured of such 
drugs and its use has 
been approved by the 
American Food and Drug 
Administration.

Messrs I. Goring, Mas- 
suit, J. Deleuze, J. Deibo- 
witch, J.P. Escande, all of 
the department of der­
matology, AIDS reference 
centre Tameier-Cochin, 
Paris, have said that the 
presence of Karposi Sar­
coma (KS) was an indica-
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tion for treating AIDS in- | Iftgjy ? . 
fection with zidovudine. 1 ■' 
"However, since we never X 
observed total disappear- ?

“j the 
iiverse 
evglu- 

l the

• Montagnler Gazing into a future}^ 

disease process after the 
diagnosis of AIDS mater­
ially affected prognosis. 
"... the finding of a strong 
association betw< 
stage of illness at time 
initiation of therapy 
survival suggests 
need for studies > 
tients still earlier 
disease process." the re­
port said.

The risks and benefits 
of measles immunization 
in AIDS-infected children 
have also been assessed 
by scientists. Hermann 
Mendez of SUNY-health 
Science Centre at Brook­
lyn New York, concluded 
after analysing sera from 
HIV-infected children 
who had been immunized 
against child killer dis- 

t anti-body re- 
i those diseases

eases that 
sponses to t 
were low.

Ida Onorato and others 
concluded after their 
analysis of the effect of 
two alternative measles 
immunization policies 
one million children, thc^ 
all children, regardless of 
HIV status, should b® 
munized.

ooservea loiai disappear- • 
ance of KS under AZT, the $ 
combination of AZT and 
interferon and/or bleomy­
cin should be used," they 
advised.

Annabel Hedi and col­
leagues at the AIDS- 
study group. City Hospit­
al, Munich, West Ger­
many, reported a reduc­
tion of mortality' and 
opportunistic infections 
as well as improvement 
of quality of life in AZT- 
treated AIDS patients. 
They also described toxic 
side effects associated 
with AZT treatment.

N. Clumeck and col­
leagues at the Division of 
Infectious Diseases, St. 
Pieere University Hospit­
al. Brussels, Belgium 
said their preliminary 
study showed that AZT 
scheduled six-hourly, 
was as efficacious as 
four-hourly administra­
tion and was very well 
tolerated and most 
acceptable for patients. 
Further studies are con­
tinuing on its optimal 
dosing regimen and long 
term effects.

A study contained in 
the latest Journal of the 
American Medical Asso­
ciation. involving 
largest and most dft 
AIDS patients yet e 
ated. confirmed 
potentials of zidovudine. 
The study, by Terri 
Greagh-Kirk, MD, of the 
Bunoughs Wellcome
company. Research
Triangle Park, NC (mak­
ers of zidovudine) and 
colleagues, involved 
4.805 patients. The prog­
ramme ran from October 
1988 through 1987, and 
the overall survival at 44 
weeks after start of ther­
apy was 73 per cent and 
88 per cent in patients 
with better clinical status 
prior to therapy.

According to the report, 
data from the study simp­
ly implied that initiation 
of treatment early in the
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Fashion house jets ahead of time
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> Most of the funds raised at book launchings are illegal. 
You have to register as a charity to receive all those dona­
tions.
— Ken Saro- Wi wa at the launching of his book ‘Prisoners of 
Jebs.’ 
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• "His and hers''

highlight their simplicity.
If Amenechi's design s 

are anything to go by, 
then the 1989 fashion 
scene might be one of

t> All of you driving pilot-cars are so useless. I will not 
tolerate this nonsense. You will repair the two cars.
— Governor of Lagos State, Raji Rasaki to a police sergeant 
who damaged two cars in the governor's fleet.

yf MODESTLY con- 
«ff»structcd catwalk 
down which go 13 models 
in graceful strides could 
present a fascinating 
sight. Under the theme 
"Africa Silhouette", Mau­
reen Amenechi, proprie­
tress of House of 
Maufechi launched an 
exquisite collection of 
outfits at the Federal 
Palace Hotel, recently.

Broken into three sequ­
ences, namely "Africa in 
Shade", "Expressions of 
the Day" and "Soigne 
Finale", Amenechi's 
creativity was displayed 
in modernistic adapta­
tions of age-long tradi­
tional attires. Of particu­
lar interest was the intro­
duction of new designs in 
Buba and Wrapper. 
Bubas took on either a V- 
neck, or were buttoned 
down the back. Wrappers 
were sewn at one end, 
leaving the other hang­
ing loosely. Fabrics ex­
perimented with in­
cluded Aso-Oke, Adire, 
Ankara, and Akwete.

Exploring the versatil-
° "Iro and buba "

ity of Adire, Amenechi 
turned out trendy skirt 
suits. Blouses had im­
aginative neck lines, and 
in a few cases, dotted 
with studs or fanciful but­
tons. Women, who for re­
ligious reasons would 
rather cover their heads, 
were given something to 
choose from too. A black 
and white skirt suit was 
offered. Matching the 
patterned skirt was a 
scarf, tied loosely round 
the head. Though this 
trend isn't exactly a 
novelty to the western 
fashion scene, it's re­
latively a new introduc­
tion here.

In "Expressions of the 
Day," the audience was 
treated to a collection of 
casuals-which were done 
in fabrics ot jersey, 
organza, cotton and de­
nim. Ideal for travelling, 
parties and general fun, 
it was a splash of trous­
ers, skirts and baggy 
tops. Patch-work and 
stones adorned most of 
the out-fits, serving to

bright colours, transpa­
rent fabrics and sashes 
tied loosely around the 
waist.

By Omotayo AfolaDl
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• Shehu: Doesn't want to be pegeon-holed
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• Ruth Bye-bye to spinsterhood

Radiant Ruth
[c’OR once, network 
u news anchor woman

r -
• VERSATILE Emman 
V Usman Shehu hates 

labels of any sort. "I don't 
want to be pigeon-holed," 
he says.

The actor, poet 
playwright, with a 
ters in literature 
Bayero University, 1 
has just publish* 
verse collection. 
"The Hostage" 
first Anambra 
ing Corporation Drama 
Contest in 1978. "I don't 
write from the stand­
point that I belong to this 
group or that. It is a de­
liberate decision. The de­
cision has been con­
ditioned by the realisa­
tion that literature is the 
one unifying factor we 
have in this counti

At present, 
edits a weekly, ' 
voy" at its Soke 
The paper aims at pro­
jecting news that is not 
coloured by political or 
religious sentiments, he 
says.
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Humour as mash
Author serializes the buffooneries of society

• Saro-Wiwa "The majority groups don't contnbute anything"

Com-

By 1st Omotfohas
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attended
_______ ___ College, 
appointed | "which

>medy series, 
ampany" may 
ted the high- 
j figures for 
c programme.
publications 

his own im-

«nny in 
Rivers, 
follow-

administrator of Bom 
his home-state. 
That was in 1967, 
ing the liberation of the 
oil-city from secessionist 
forces. One year later, he 
was made commissison- 
er, holding successively, 
portfolios for Works, 
Education and Informa­
tion for about five-and-a- 
half years. The Babangi- 
da government
appointed him into the 
Directorate of Social 
Mobilisation, 
quit last Octc 
currently on the board of 
the Nigerian Newsprint

breaks 
revealing 

well-for 
When the

production company 
comprise his busines in­
terests. Almost all his 
works have a satiric bent. 
"As a writer. I like to chal­
lenge and cheer the read­
er and satire is the best 
means of doing that."

Saro-Wiwa is easily in­
fected by his own 
humour. His eyes sparkle 
with merriment at the re­
call of some of his humor­
ous creations, like "Mr. B" 
of the T.V. series and he 
presently breaks into 
laughter, revealing the 
flash of well-formed 
teeth. When the con-

Manufactunrig 
pany, Oku-Iboku.

"Being in any of those 
positions has not stopped 
me from criticising the 
government. You need a 
lot of committed people in 
all echelons of govern­
ment and if things start 
going wrong, they could 
point them out. The writer 
in government could take 
part in damage control."

Of small build, with a 
pipe usually dangling 
from his lips, Saro-Wiwa 

Government 
Umuahia, 
produced

versation turns to the 
minority question, a 
muted anger takes over 
the mood, which is not 
banished by his gentle 
delivery. "What is hap­
pening is the robbery of 
the minorities, particu­
larly of the delta. Gowon 
(former military ruler) 
started the trend by seiz­
ing the oil resosurces of 
the delta, including 
offshore oil. He did it c 
because they were i 
ities. He bought the 
soutn divide, which is the 
most simplistic analysis, 
because Nigeria is a na­
tion of over 300 ethnic 
groups. "The majority 
groups have little or no 
regard for Nigeria. What 
they are interested in is 
exploiting the minonty 
resources for the develop­
ment of their areas, h you 
look at the geography of 
theft of government re­
sources in this country, 
you will find that the big­
gest thieves have come 
from the majority areas. 
"They don't contribute 
anything. They just chop. 
It is another form of col­
onialism and I think 
minority groups must 
fight for independence."

He does not think high­
ly of Nigerian academics. 
"You go to the University 
of Lagos, every one is 
struggling to have a Mer­
cedes Benz. You go to 
Cambridge, nobody there 
rides a mercedes."

He refers to other 
societies where select 
and conscientious groups 
work hard and thiijk up 
solutions to problems un­
like in Nigeria where the 
elite are busy hunting af­
ter the best cars and 
chieftaincy titles. "Real­
ly, all that is idle. That is 
why I blame the press. 
Nobody is asking how 
they make the money. In­
stead they get lionized by 
the people and the press. 
I use humour to mask the 
pain, the excruciating 
pain which I feel."

^HEN 

nua Achel 
troubles with Nigeria 
squarely on the shoulders 
of leadershsip, fellow­
writer Ken Saro-Wiwa 
fired a rebuttal published 
in the dailies. Saro- 
Wiwa, 47, holds firmly to 
his stance in that article: 
"My worry is not about 
government but about 
society A people get the 
government they de­
serve."

The main problem 
which Saro-Wiwa has 
identified as nurturing 
the circle of bad govern­
ments is low level of 
education. His 1985 pub­
lication, Sozaboy, sub­
titled a novel in rotten En­
glish, put forward this 
out-look. "In Sozaboy, I 
used pidgin English, m 
fact, to show how lack of 
education affects the 
mind of he individual 
and subsequently allows 
him to be exploited both 
by the society and those 
better educated than him­
self..'

In his latest novel. Pris­
oner of Jebs, which sati­
rizes corruption-ridden 
African countries, invari­
ably under the hammer of 
dictatorships, the phe­
nomenon of the "dis­
appearing millions" in an 
elite prison is blamed on 
the lack of attention to de­
tail by the prison director. 
The prison bureaucracy, 
which parallels the lar­
ger Nigerian context, 
hardly keeps records or 
monitors expenditures.

Saro-Wiwa believes 
that attentiveness to de- 

I tail derives from proper 
I education. "Sometimes, 
I corruption prevents peo- 
I pie from paying attention 
I to detail" he adds.

Saro-Wiwa has been in 
I and out of the marble 
halls of government. He 
was at 26

eight writers within one 
generation," and the Uni- 
veqrity of Ibadan, where 
he twice won the English 
Departmental Prize. He 
has published over seven 
books in prose, poetry 
and drama as well as 
children's fiction. Six 
more are due next year. 
The Transistor Radio 
fetched him the 1971 BBC 
African Theatre Prize. His 
television cor 
“Basi and Coi 
have attracts 
est viewing 
any network; 
The latest 
are under__ _____
print, Saros International 
Publishers, which along 
with investments in real 
estate and a "struggling"
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after a training session:
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already
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■ Society
SPOHTS

ion.
veloping 
in Niger-

the 
silent, 

oility of 
facili- 

formula 
teams

into
Again in

oasis.
Eagles 

iracteristic
Nigerian 
les, they 

are able to hold their 
own against other Afri­
can club-sides, but out­
side the continent 
drums of victory go s 
Beyond the availabi 
modern training 
ties, the winning fc 
of the European 
cannot be entirely di­
vorced from effective foot­
ball administrate 

Still in its devt 
stages, football

»ur- prol 
Fadh | dole 
e pre- 

___________ i their 
moments of thirst, they 
would not e

Iraq, Argentina 
in. 

3
East Germany,

Nigeria’s Under-21 can heave a sigh of relief

sert to reveal its
The Flying 

share one chai 
with most 
teams. Most time 

able to hoi 
against 

club-side

The groupings
Group I
S. Arabia, Nigeria, 
Czechoslovakia, and Por­
tugal.
Group 2 
Norway, 
and Spair 
Group ' 
Brazil, 
and Mali.
Group 4
Costa Rica, Columbia, 
USSR and either Quarter, 
Syria, New Zealand and A W' 
stria. »

ia remains beset by 
haphazard planning. The 
Flying Eagles coaches 
are not only handicapped 
by the lack of funds to 
facilitate training tours, 
they are still grappling , 
with the problem of put­
ting a team together, and 
keeping the boys in 
camp. Butrewards can be 
got by the handlers 
addressing themselves to 
the art of blending the in­
dividual skills of the l 
boys. And many talents 
abound such as Mutiu 
Adepoju who scored a hat 
trick at Ibadan when 
Nigeria licked Lesotho 4-

I o-

Rich sport takes over poor lands

this is good news for 
ish farmers whose fie^ . ■ 
have low agriculture | 
prospects since their un­
wanted land could J 
sold for golf courses. 'Y 
acre of bare farmlan • 
and of coastal farrnl^1^ 
with lightsoil cost ah© 
£4,000 and £1,000 respe , 
lively. e.

Though the game is .
i latively cheap. Pplay- 

vary considerably- r -v© j 
| ing at such exC i*1 !

clubs as the Wentworu
Surrey costs p

smbers about £l | 
xy . But there are co g 

available able f°r 
day. By John

WWWITH the fixture 
Vw drawn skills are 
being honed for next 
year's FIFA Coca-Cola 
junior world cup in Saudi 
Arabia. This time, Niger­
ia's Under-21 soccer team 
seems favoujed by lady 
luck. Nigeria escaped 
being grouped with Brazil 
who has often been out 
Waterloo. In the fourth 
FIFA/Coca’-Cola competi­
tion, five years ago in 
Mexico, Brazil ruined the 
appetites of Nigerians 
with a 3-0 defeat in the 
preliminaries into the 
quarter-finals. Age 
Moscow in 1985, Brazil 
broke Nigeria's back with 
a 2-1 semi-finals victory. 
Nigeria has always been 
dogged by the hard luck 
of being grouped with 
tough opponents Apart 
from a 2-2 tie with Cana­
da last year, the team, 
skippered by Willy 
Opara, took a 4-0 and 2-0 
clobbering from Brazil 
and Italy respectively.

This time, however, the 
flying eagles have land­
ed in a group which fea­
tures Czechoslovakia. 
Portugal and host, Saudi 
Arabia. As first time par­
ticipants in the competi­
tion, Czechoslovakia and 
Portugal might appear 
easy foes. But this would 
be self-deluding.
Czechoslovakia, 
cially, has

t's gluttonoi 
golf I. 

farmlands to 1 
its appetite. But

□ T may be the butt of
■ such jibes as the 

game of the idle rich or 
the land-devouring 
sport. With an 18-hole 
golf course gobbling up 
about 130-200 acres, the 
problem of land availa­
bility was going to be 
manifested sooner or la­
ter In Britain where the 
existing 2.000 golf 
courses might not cope 
with the demands of gol­
fers for long, the land

>blem is as real as the 
le queue.
True to it' 

reputation, 
turned on f

proved she is no ou.sh- 
over by shoving out 1987 
champion. Yugoslavia, 
in their qualifying en­
counter. This is no easy 
feat against the back­
ground of Yugoslavia's 
performance in Chile last 
year: Australia, Togo and 
host, Chile received a 
fierce 4-0, 4-2 pummelb 
mg; invicinble Brazil was 
arrested 2-1 in the quarter 
finals and East Germany 
was dispatched out of the 
semi-finals 2-1. Yugosla­
via went on to pick the 
cup out-shooting West 
Germany 5-4 in penalty 
kicks

Soon, the lads who fell 
the formidable Yugoslavs 
would be known but it 
would be folly for the 
Flying Eagles not to be 
prepared. Czechoslava- 
kip's junior team might 
just boast a legacy of 
tradition. In the 1980 Mos­
cow Olympic Games, the 
Czecks won the soccer 
gold medal.

But besides the pot 
tial threat posed 
Czechoslovakia.
Flying Eagles would also 
be at the disadvantage of 
playing against the 
hosts, Saudi Arabia. Cer­
tainly, their only insi 
ance at the King F 
Stadium is adequate 
paration because in t

□I mirsi, i lunicv.
expect the de- ■ gratify
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PLATFORM

Orae world, one 
Nigeria, one people

ated system of laws of Nigeria as a 
have to distinguish between the

>anel
ent

> province, 
with the no

from all pa 
formulating 
those of t.< 
continues to this

y as Napoleon did. in France, 
system of laws different from 
n the United Kingdom which 

i uphold Scottish laws among others 
mited Ireland or a European Com-

"The basis of constitution making is so­
cial justice, not as a cosmetic preamble. 
Law is defunct if it lacks justice. It is in 
* due process' that truth is found."

iy come soon when it would not matter 
nip the sun-god and other gods at shrines 
"urch or mosque. Their modern cquiva- 

ind in various forms are already flourishing. Howev- 
days would be alike for the worship of the Supreme 
And all human beings, irrespective of their sexuality

It is the combination of the four elements, religion, 
truth, justice and law that gives wisdom, understanding or 
social-learning. When Lord Denning in his book Ihe Fami­
ly Story (1981) suggested that Justice is not temporal but 
eternal’, he was referring to justice as a product, not of 
man’s intellect but ol his spirit. The basis of constitution­
making is social justice, not as a cosmetic preamble. Law is 
defunct if it lacks justice. It is in ‘due process’ that truth is 
found

Only when people genuinely share common values, 
based on a single source of Supreme Being as the final 
arbiter can we have a united society. When faith as a 
working hypothesis comes to be regarded as absolutely 
true, rather than what is reflected in the heart, then fun­
damentalism will increase and universalism will decrease.

in the pursuit of a single and general system of judicial 
administration for the whole of Nigeria, we have to disting­
uish between the Common Law and precedents as at pre­
sent practised by our courts in which both Christians and 
moslems have reached their highest pinnacle without any 
distinction, and the indigenous customs which must be re­
viewed along with the Sharia or Maliki law if a single system 
of administration, on which our salvation depends, is to 
emerge.

We need also to include acceptable commercially re­
lated laws with particular reference to banking and interest 
rates where foreign joint venture is indicated. This brings 

us to the threshhold of a new banking 
concept relating to usury about which 
all sectors in Nigeria must reach a 
common underst a nd i ng

We may still need another pam 
whose members would be computer 
to consider the various customary laws

oarts of the country 
mg an integrated sy 
the varying laws in

;day to 
to the detriment of a ui 
munity for that matter

R’P HE core issue in the world today, with particular refer* 
II ence to Nigeria and Africa in general, is whether we are 

going to allow leaders who use religious passions or ethnic 
prejudices for unprincipled political ends to shout this 
country to ruin; or whether Nigeria in particular can com­
prise ONE PEOPLE free from political party strife and 
sectoral interest.

An understanding of the world is necessary before we 
can talk about ONE NIGERIA and ONE PEOPLE. The 
first world cataclysm on the earth’s surface occurred 
perhaps when the White and the Blue Nile, the Mediterra­
nean and the Red Sea were created; later, wind-propelled 
ships began the process of human migration by water m 
addition to continental human land-waves of migration.

It was only in 1915 that Alfred Lother Wagener, a 
German geologist, suggested that about 200 million years 
ago. all the world’s continents were ONE LAND MASS. 
Then plate tectonics brought about the continental dnft, 
the splitting away of the continents 
and the subsequent emergence of the 

world oceans — the Atlantic, the Paci­
fic and the Indian oceans, among other 
■vaters. Migrations, seasonal or 
permanent settlement, are forces to 
reckon with in world development

The time may —*—2 ’"her. ;; 
whether we worship *u: :_i._ o_ 2.
or prophets in church or mosque. .... 
lents and in various forms are alrc--*- f 
er. all c’
Being And all human beings, irrespective of their sexuality 
could address themselves to the correlation of the mind and 
work.

The Portuguese saw similarities in the languages of 
West and East coasts of Africa, based on what linguists call 

I ‘fundamental language’; that is, words for parts of the body 
and for pronouns and numerals which have similarities. For 

I example, it is understood that there are some words in the 
I Kikuyu language that have the same spelling and meaning 
I as in Yoruba language.

Here is a poser for intellectual digestion; Has Afa 
I divination in Nri kingdom in the eastern part of Nigeria any 

linkage with the Ifa divination in the western part of Niger- 
' ia? In a paper on “Indigenous Perceptions of the Past, 

Present and Future” read by Professor M Angulu Onwue- 
jeogwu at the April 1988 Kuru conference on African Sys­
tem of Thought (which I attended), he suggested that there 
were common linkages in this regard.

This is not all. The NOK CULTURE in the middlebclt 
of Nigeria, its historical connection with Kano in the north­
ern part and the old florin in the south which extends to the 
border of the old Sokoto province, provides an accultura­
tion which links the south with the northern part of Nigeria.

In framing an Integra 
whole, the panel would 
obas. as custodians of culture, as co-equal with spiritual 

chieftains in many parts of Nigeria on the one hand; and the 
emirs who are also the religious chieftains in Moslemism 
And what about moslems residing in communities where 
there arc no emirs’’

This is where culture, environment and the history of 
the indigenes and the settlers will have to come into play 
There is no room for any sector of society, however pious 
and absolute in rehgous matters common to all. to insist on 
a pristine position which will prevent the emergence of One 
Nigeria One People. The days of one section-one people 
ended with the era of the triarchy of leaders in 1966 when I 
left the corridors of power in Nigeria. Peace maintained by 

traditional leadership and followership are closely intert­
wined at whatever level ol community: local, national, 
regional continental and global.

WEY Is a retired Secretary to the Federal Government
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government 
y into the j 

iroughly fri 
xit points. Why, y— 
Government officii «

plan to keep away prying journalists who insist on mak­
ing every other person’s business their own. Casefiles of 
patients would henceforth remain under lock and key, we 
hear, unless requested for by a doctor or a senior health 
official in the hospital. But it is not only in LUTH that the 
fear of journalists is raging.

Last week, the Lagos Island Local government put 
out the word that journalists seeking entry into the premis­
es of the Lagos City Hall, would be throughly frisked at 
both the entrance and the exit points. Why, you ask again? 
Because the Island Local Government officials are tired

THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN DECEMBER 19. 198H

of the rate at which official secretsf?) find their 
way to front pages of newspapers. We hear that 
the officials have already accused some people 
of trying to put “sand in their garri” (which is 
quite expensive these days) with unabated re-, 
ports on the local government.

Well we know that if these measures do not work out, 
officials can always resort to a more physical confronta­
tion as that of Professor Okoisor, deputy provost of the 
College of Medicine, University of Lagos who last week 
hurled unprintable invectives at journalists who insisted 
on speaking with the World Health Organisation repre­
sentative, Dr. Srew-Graves on the performance of the 
Nigerian Experts Advisory Committee on AIDS. This 
works very well, as journalists normally avoid physical con­
frontations, leave and later write front page reports 
on the invectives and physcial abuse perpetrated on them 
by the officials.

Mission impossible?

ably, and before you know it. has surp^sed^he berj'0 j

But why this recall of morbid tmage^v^mT t.

^~!e^ ‘ihe’s^Z^^ 
ranune (SAP). The undergraduate is nravina P'°H' 
court determine whether the failure oft lat the 
a full slop to SAP within the stipulated pu'
subversive of the transition to civil rule JLw WQS n°‘ 
perhaps our stomachs and general welfare! me (and 
graduate was not done yet. J ' Uur under-

court to 
illegal and unconstitutional (as a military regi'm^E ™ 
also seeking a “mandatory injunction’’ restr He U 
bt^Mgernl'm onv’'marmefw'hatxoevpre’’ten’a’tlp^t̂ ^^lr 

welfare’’ we learnt of a rather strange devr?™Seneral 
have heard that just a few days after filing Lf°P,nenL 
powered delegation was despatched from ° h‘8h 
graduate’s Kwara State hon town with the exnre^w 
sion that he be brought home to his parents mis‘
lion". The parents, we understand feel thr.i-e .co,lsulta' 
grouse with SAP, it is they who should be ^tCre,isany 
since they are (he ones who, as bread wi,,„ comPlai,iing 
sapped by SAP. The undergraduate, they are beinS 
to fear but to “face his books’’. J ’ has nothing

Well we are not sure yet whether the m resolved, but then we will not be too surnris^r05 been 
discontinued. Afterall, atone of those funeidlC su‘l‘s 
bereaved tells the sympathiser that th,* wben the 
stop, it usually does. eePlftg should

have always suspected that a disease 
W does exist with potentials that rival the 
dreaded Acquired Immune Deficiency Syn­
drome (AIDS) in its ability to strike immeasur­
able fear in any sane(?) person. Unlike 
AIDS, this disease is quite human rather than viral, an 
attribute that makes it quickly distinguishable 
effect easily avoided, even in casual contact.

The disease is, of course, the Nigerian journalist. Sur­
prised? Don’t be. Because not too long ago, the 
Buhari/Idtagbon regime had concocted the now obsolete 
Decree No. 4 for the eradication of this disease "in all 
materials particular". But as providence would have it, 
the decree died and the Nigerian journalist has continued 
to thrive and multiply without any hinderance whatsover. 
Or so ive thought until a visit to the Lagos University 
Teaching Hospital (LUTH) last week.

W'e discovered thut on many of the beds occupied by 
patients of the hospital, case files which are usually hung 
by their bed sides had disappeared. Did we hear you ask 
why f Hear this Hospital officials say journalists are fond 
of visiting the hospital, perusing the casefiles of 
patients and then writing reports that are most times cons­
idered embarrasing to the hospital's management and 

I stuff (please note that nothing has been said about the 
1 patient here). Now the hospital has evolved a fool-proof
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[?©eus on the Shipping Industry

• M.V. Atinuke Abiola Sailing in Nigeria's troubled waters, NMAs chairman. Major-General Magoro (inset)
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It is i. 
national

.The decree, which was signed into law by President Ibra­
him Babangida and released as Decree No. 10 of 1987. was 
hinged on the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) Convention on the Code of 
Conduct for Liner Conferences with particular reference to 
the Cargo sharing formular of 40:40.20.

By this formula, 40 per cent of the total generated cargo 
by trade with Nigeria would be conveyed by Nigerian 
National Flag Carriers, the other 40 per cent by vessels of 
originating countries, while 20 per cent goes to Third Flag 
Carriers (cross trades). Apart from this, the shipping policy 
has the added advantage of giving legal muscle to the 
UNCTAD code of 40:40:20. encouraging indigenous ship 
owning and equitable cargo sharing, conserving foreign 
exchange, increasing the level of visible and invisible earn­
ings -from shipping, and improving indigenous maritime 
technology.

The National Maritime Authority (NMA) despite prob­
lems at home and abroad, has, however, made some prog­
ress in implementing the shipping policy. Its first act was to 
recognise five indigenous shipping firms as national car­
riers. The firms are the Nigerian National Shipping Line 
(NNSL) the African Ocean Lines (AOL), the Greenlinc 
Shipping Nigerian Limited, the Nigerbrass Shipping and 
lately. Bulkship Shipping Limited. A national earner status 
qualifies a shipping company to participate in the sharing of 
the 40 per cent cargo reserved for Nigerian indigenous 
earners in the shipping policy decree.

The NMA has also attempted to restore some measure of 
sanity ipto Nigeria’s unregulated sea lines, criss-crossed at 
will by both foreign and Nigerian shipping firms. It has

H HE gateway to a country's economy and the barometer 
U for measuring the level of economic life of a nation: 

This aptly describes a nation’s maritime industry and Niger­
ia is not left out

Before 1983 when the downward turn of Nigeria’s eco­
nomy became visible, the nation's sea ports were bubbling 
with life at an average of 50 ships anchoring daily. But 
today, with the introduction of the Structural Adjustment 
Programme (SAP), the banning of major imports into the 
country and the general economic crunch, the ports are 
now virtually empty.

To further compound the unfavourable maritime cli­
mate. over 80 per cent of the locally generated cargo was 
lifted by foreign shipping concerns At a time. Nigeria’s 
maritime loss to these foreign concerns was put at N1.8 
billion annually. On the average in the past decades, its 
national carriers earned only N240 million.

The picture becomes clearer when the global freight 
payments for a year is put into perspective. Of the N147.97 
million being global freight payments made in 1983 alone, 
Nigerian ship owners earned only N79 58 million or 5.39 
percent, while foreign shippers earned N137.39or94.6per 
cent of the amount

against this backdrop that the clamour for a new 
il shipping policy to regulate the nation’s maritime 

trade was initiated. The promulgation last April of a 
National Shipping Policy was. therefore, seen as the 
actualization of a dream. For the first time, the nation’s 
all-comers maritime trade was to be regulated through a 
government fiat, thus ending the overt imbalance in the 
carriage of Nigeria's sea-borne generated cargo.
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NNSL s M.D., Rear Admiral Oguna: Bugged riown by debts.
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• Folawiyo His Nigerian Greenltnes contnbute to the growth of man­
time

ig bodies against the 
„ gainst its implementa- 

Jng these bodies are the European 
y EEC and the OECD who have ac­
ting a protectionist policy and vowed 

he policy. This was quite evident during the 
Geneva UNCTAD shipping Code Review
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assigned six indigenous shipping firms to the world’s six 
international sea routes. The NMA also shared cargo 
generated on these routes to four deserving national car- 

I riers. They are the NNSL, AOL, Nigerbrass and Nigerian 
: Greenlines. Cargo sharing is at present made fortnightly at 
: pie NMA headquarters to the four lines which recently 
I increased to five. Although both the cargo sharing scheme 

and the routes allocation have drawn the ire of the indige­
nous earners. Dr. Ekong, the NMA director-general insists 

I that his performance has been creditable.
i However, in an attempt to implement the shipping poli­

cy, the NMA has been bogged down by problems, 
• whicn include definition factors. There is also the problem 

of manpower shortage at the NMA and financial con- 
| straints. These include intra-institutional factors — banks, 
| insurance companies, shipping lines, agencies, clearing and 
' forwarding companies, ports authority, etc., which are 
. militating against the effective implementation of the 
, national shipping policy.
, Protests by international shipping 
I shipping policy are also counting agaii 

tion. Prominent among these bodies 
Economic Community Z 
cuscd Nigeria of enacting 
to torpedo the policy. ”1 
inconclusive ~ 
conference.

Apart from these problems of implementation, there are 
a plethora of other problems bedevilling Nigeria’? Mari­
time industry. Top on the list is smuggling and the nefa­
rious activities of smugglers among whom are crew mem­
bers of the indigenous lines themselves. There also seem to 
be no solution yet to the dominant position of foreign 
shipping firms in the national maritime trade. As at today, 
Nigeria' sea routes are still dominated by these foreigners 
who reap huge profits at the expense of the locals who are 
financially and technically disadvantaged.

It is also on record that no single Nigerian owned oil 
tanker lifts oil from Nigeria when oil accounts for over 98 
per cent of the country’s export. All the freight revenue 
estimated at billions of naira is solely earned by foreign 
fines while Nigerians watch helplessly. Apart from this 
imbalance, there is still hope for the shipping industry if

only the 11 indigenous shipping firms could put their act 
together and co-operatc with the National Maritime Au­
thority (NMA).

Of the 11 shipping firms, the NNSL, established in 1951 
and with 19 ocean going vessels backed by Federal Govern­
ment might is the most powerful. Though bugged down by 
debts which its chief spokesman. Willie Nwokedi blames 
on debtors "who have refused to pay us," the NNSL if well 
managed has the potential of turning around the nation's 
economy. The company enjoys the exclusive right to carry 
70 per cent of Nigeria's sea generated cargo by virtue of the 
number of ships it has. It is also the only shipping line with 
the privilege of criss-crosiing all the world’s sea lanes with­
out hindrance.

It is a member of six conference lines, UKWAL. 
COWAC. MENAC. FEWAC. AMWAC and the 
Nigerian-Brazilian routes. Its major problem, it seems, is 
debt, owed principally to oversea creditors. In 1986,. it 
obtained a loan of N70 million from the Federal Govern­
ment to pay off some of its debts while some were resche­
duled . Today. it is still neck deep in debt prompting it to put 
for sale five of its ships which are also considered economi­
cally not suitable for today’s shipping trade All its ships are 
between 10,000 and 14.000 Icadweight tonnes.

Another budding shipping company that is holding its 
own is the Nigerbrass Shipping Line, a private shipping 
company owned bv Alhaji Mahmud Wazin. It was estab­
lished in 1976 and has since then firmly registered her 
presence in the international shipping scene through her 
commercial activities.

The company is a member of MEWAC and COWAC 
and covers the North and South Continent of Europe, all 
Italian. Spanish and Southern French ports and the Brazil- 
lian and South American sea routes

As a founding member of the Brazil-Nigeria Conference 
since 1972 the company started operation on a joint venture 
basis with lloyd Brasi-Leire. the Brazilian Government 
owned shipping company plying Lagos-Rio de Janeiro- 
Santos and Sao Panlo ports.

Today. Nigerbrass owns the Nigerian flag ship, MV Con- 
gola Hope. Other shipping firms in the country include the 
African Ocean Lines, the Nigerian Greenlines owned by 
multi-millionaire. Alhaji Wahab Folawiyo
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