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e House of Represen
tatives yesterday re
solved to cease ap-

proval for any budgetary al-
location for payment of any
external debtjust as it called
on President Olusegun
Obasanjo to cease further ex-
ternal debt payment to any

By Hammeed Bello &
Zainab Alimi, Political
Reporters

foreign creditor.

The House also resolved
to transmit its resolution to
the senate for concurrence,
noting that the move became
necessaiy inthe face of Presi-
dent Obasanjo’s unsuccess-
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STARINTERVIEW
Many state
varsities may

crumble -

ful visits and appeals to for-
eign countries and groups of
creditors forreliefand cancel-
lation of the country’s debt.
Members of the House
unanimously agreed to the
resolutions contained in a
motion which ~came up on
matters ofnational interest on
the floor ofthe House moved
by Deputy Speaker, Hon.

Dr. Yusuf

Austin Opara and seconded
by Hon. Olufunmilayo
Aondona Dabo Adzuana.

In moving the motion en-
titled “repudiation of foreign
debt repayment,” Deputy
Speaker, Austin Opara, noted
that the federal republic of
Nigeria has over the past 25

L-R: Mrs. Nkoyo Toyo, South South women group delegate, AlhajiAminu Ibrahim Ringim, Jigawa State delegate andAlhaji Tiiiani

Abuja... yesterday.

Inuwa Dutse also Jigawa State delegate putting heads together during the sitting of the National Politica/! Reform Cor)\ference in

NMPC RECRUITMENT

Fed character official confirms vio

r-pihe Federal Character

RS¥R (FCC)

yesterday declared

that the Nigeria National Pe-

troleum Corporation (NNPC),

has breached its guidelines

for conducting recruitment

into federal government es-
tablishments.

The NNPC had con-

Byvabtiliiahil M.(Giilme,
Labour Reporter

ducted recruitment exercise
where the corporation en-
gaged the service of 30 top
management staff. Out ofthe
30 newly employed staff, five
are from President Olusegun
Obasanjo’s Ogun state.
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| executive session, re-
JL solved to pass the
12005 budget today with an
\\spwrad tcnvsw crate,
; oil benchmark from 30 US
| dollars to 32 US dollars which
; the Upper Chamber said will
| give the nation a balanced

budget.

ihe Senate has, afteran *

By Isa Sanusi, Political
Reporter and Ikenna Emeka
Okpani, Bureau Chief(Port

Harcourt)

After the executive ses-
sion yesterday, Senate Presi-
dent, Adolphus Wabara, re-
marked that: “We have just
rose from an executive ses-

The remaining 25 seats
were shared thus: Abia (3),
Adamawa (3), Edo (4), Rivers
(3), Osun (2), Ondo (1), Oyo
(1), Kano (1), Kaduna (1),
Katsina (1), Kwara (2), EKkiti
(1), Delta (1) and Anambara
@.

States that lost out in the
recruitment exercise are;

sion in which we discussed
exhaustively and decisively
and wish by the grace ofGod,
that we will pass the budget
tomorrow. We agreed that for
us to arrive at a balanced bud-
get, it is reasonable to have a
benchmark of 32 dollars per
barrel instead 0f 30 dollars.”
President  Olusegun
Obasanjo had earlier bud-
Contd. on Pg 2

atlon ofquicielines

Akwa Ibom, Bauchi, Bayelsa,
Benue, Bomo, Cross River,
Ebonyi, Gombe, Imo, Jigawa,
Kogi, Lagos, Nasarawa,
Niger, Plateau, Sokoto,
Taraba, Yobe and Zamfara.

A commissioner in the
FCC, who spoke to Daily
Trust on condition of ano-
nymity, said the NNPC did
not fulfil any ofthe conditions
stipulated by the FCC in its
recent recruitment exercise.

“The Federal Character
Commission’s guideline for
conducting recruitment stipu-
lates that the organisation
carrying out the recruitment
exercise must advertise in
three national dailies cover-
ing the Northern and South-
ern parts of the country. And

Contd. on Pg 2
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years, been under undue bur-
den over the debt allegedly
owed to foreign creditors,
mainly the Paris and London
Clubs of creditors.

He noted that while the
government and people of
Nigeria have, over the past
five years, done all that is
humanly possible to estab-
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lish the economy ofthe coun-
try on the path of sustainable
growth despite complexity of
constraints, the debt owed
continues to increase every
year.

He added that inspite of
Nigeria’s achievements in the
area ofestablishing more sus'

Contd. on Pg 2

Confab: Delegates
canvass removal of

Immunity

elegates at the on go-
D ing national political
reform conference

yesterday canvassed the re-
moval from the constitution
of Section 308 which gives
immunity from prosecution to
elected executive public office
holders.

They argued that the
clause gives undue protec-
tion to corrupt state gover-
nors and that so long as it
remains in force, the war
against graft would not suc-
ceed.

Section 308 of the 1999
constitution grants immunity
from civil and criminal pro-
ceedings to the president,
vice president, governors and
deputy governors.

Contributing to the de-
bate on President Olusegun
Obasanjo’s inaugural speech,
Prof. A.R. Anao, Rear Admi-
ral Mike Onah and Alhaji
Mohammed Hassan, among
others, said executive offic-
ers must be stripped of their
immunity.

Anao said leaders must be
accountable to those who
voted them by subjecting

clause

By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Political Reporter

themselves to probity.

He lamented that democ-
racy has been upturned in
Nigeria where executive offic-1
ers steal because they know i

Contd. on Pg 2

Makarfi seeks
truce withsenators

By Isa Sanusi,
Political Reporter

overnor Ahmed
Muhamed Makarfi o
Kaduna state has in

a er to the senate sai(
berating criticisms of the
senate credited to him were
not aimed at the present
senate while assuring (hat
the people of Kaduna state
will strive to continue
working in harmony with the
National Assembly in general
and the senate in particular.
The governor who was
reacting to the senate’s
resolution last week stopping
its officials from paying

Contd. on Pg 2

We”re on the GO to building
an enduring financial institution.
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tainable economic growth,
Nigeria’s creditors and devel-
opment partners have failed
andrefusedto grantthe coun-
try substantial debt relief.

The House had severally
raised objections to the con-
tinued debt payments which
it perceived was stifling the
economy and worsening the
poverty index.

“Mr. President and the
government of Nigeria has
established sound economic

I policies to reposition the Ni-
gerian economy as encapsu-
lated in the National Eco-
nomic Empowermentand De-
jvelopment Strategy
I (NEEDS), programme. But
j despite this, the debt stock
I as at December 2004 was 35
I billion US dollars outstand-
lingto all external creditors of
I Nigeria,” argued Hon. Opara.

Nigeria’s debt stock as at
1985 was about 19 billion US

i dollars but the nation has re-
| paid a total amount of 37 bil-
lionUS dollarsto all her credi-
tors including the Paris and
iLondon clubs between the
said 1985 and 2005, accord-
ing to the notice of motion.

It likewise noted that Ni-
I geria rated on the same cat-
egory of countries emerging
from war and thus qualifying
fordebtreliefsince the coun-
try suffered military dictator-
ship from 1984-1999 which

% impacted on its economic,

political and social stability.

“Whereas the creditors

I have for inexplicable reasons
refused to accede to Nigeria’s
pleas for debt relief despite
the efforts of Mr. President,
the economic restructuring
programmes, anti-corruption
process and financial crime
legislations in the country,

i the Western group of credi-
tors have packaged for Iraq,

la comprehensive debt relief
1of 80 per cent of Irag’s total

i indebtedness commencing
with an immediate cancella-
tion of30 percentofher debt
stock,” the motion noted.

The House frowned at a

| situation whereby about
three billion dollars is being

Iexpended annually to meetup

iwith her outstanding debt

[services while the 98 coun-
tries and Paris Club ofcredi-

:tors have on case by case

I basis, provided debt relieffor
other developing countries

| such as Poland, Yugoslavia,

I Cote d’lvoire, Pakistan and
Egypt among others.

Hon. Opara, lending fig-
ures in support of his argu-
ment that there is no way Ni-

I gdria can meet up with-the-;
debt paymentwhich accumu-
lates huge interest annually,
added that even the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF),
reports recommendeda 67 per j
cent debt reduction for Nige-
na.

Our external debt burden
has become unsustainable.
IHow do we develop with
labout 20 per cent of our an-
nual budget allotted to debt

I'servicing? It means we must

lignore all our capital projects

i for years to be able to keep j
up with the increasing debt. |
This is simply a threat to our
democracy. |

“We are already operating
below the one dollar poverty
line.. This is a serious politi-
cal issue which demands a
political answer because the
state-to-state deductions
contributing to the debt ser-
vicing is simply outrageous,”
said Hon. Opara.

Meanwhile, the chairman,
House of Representatives
committee on Information,
Hon. Alaba Ojomo, byefing
newsmen after the session,
disclosed that the House re-
solved to stop servicing
debts because it was costing
the country too much money
and the dividends of democ-
racy.

He said that the decision
was taken in the best interest
of Nigerians even as he ad-
mitted that unfavourable re-
actions may follow the deci-
sion of the House from the
international community.
“But we believe that the in-
ternational community will
understand us. We believe
the amount we use to service
debts every year can be used
to improve the lives of Nige-
rians through the provision
of improved infrastructure,”
he said.

He added that other coun-
tries whose debts have been
written offhave not done any
better than Nigeria, and that
because some Nigerians
stack stolen monies abroad
does not mean that as repre-
sentatives of the people, the
legislators cannot assist the
president on the issue of debt
repayment.

He pointed out further that
several donations whictl Ni-
geria have made to other
countries became imperative
“because you cannotlook the
other way when your
neighbours are in need. “Be-
sides,” he added, “those do-
nations are paltry sums com-
pared to the amount we are
alleged to be owing.”

He said that while it may
be true that the creditors are
powerful nations capable of
changing governments of
countries, government can-
not just sit back and watch
while the economy is being
strangulated by annual pay-
ments of two million dollars
to service debts.

the advert must give six weeks
notice to the applicants to
submit their applications.

“Secondly, the
organisation must submit
names of shortlisted candi-
dates to the FCC for the com-
mission to compare it with the
organisation’s existing staff
strength,

“Again, the commission
isrequired by law to send one
of its staff as an observer
whenever the organisation is
interviewing the applicants.
The NNPC did not fulfil any
of these conditions,” the of-
ficial said.

The FCC commissioner
told Daily Trustthat the com-
mission had in a letter dated
November 15, 2004 directed

the NNPC to extend the datel

ofsubmission ofapplications
to six weeks against the two

Unify Trust
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Atiku denies visiting IBB over Ribadu

ice Presitiont AtNa

Abubakar, has

flenied travelling to
Minna in company of Alhaji
Aliko Dangote and Wasiri
Mohammed to beg retired
General Ibrahim Babangida
on behalfofthe EFCC boss,
Nuhu Ribadu, as reported by
the Daily Independent
newspaper.

“The story is false in its
entirety. The vice president
neither visited General
Ibrahim Babangida anywhere
nor called to plead for
whatever Nuhu Ribadu must
have said or done,” a letter
signed by the senior special
assistant to the vice
president (public communi-
cations and media affairs, Dr.
Onukaba Adinoyi-Ojo and
addressed to Daily Indepen-
dents editor stated.

The statement went on:
“It is amazing how your
reporters could have con-
cocted such a story. There is

By Reuben Yunana, State
House Correspondent

no iota of truth in the story.
Beyond mischief, we still
cannot understand the
motive behind such

courtesy calls on him, said he
accepts in good faith the
decision taken by the senate
even though he noted “I see
no good cause for it.”
Makarfi’s letter reads: “I
accept in good faith the
decisions taken by the
senate even though | see no
good cause for it. The Senate
President and distinguished
members and indeed the
general public are fully aware
of the events which
manifested in the first
National Assembly which |
referred to in my interview.
For avoidance of doubts,
there were power struggles
within itself, between it and
the states and also between
it and the federal government.
This struggle influenced the

Confab contd.frompg1

the law cannot get them.

To remedy this, he said,
immunity mustbe removed to
break the awesome powers of
government officials, offer ac-
countability and give people
the powers to challenge cor-
rupt leaders.

Anao said, “we should
eliminate immunity totally
from the constitution.”

Commenting on how to
make Nigeriabetter, Onah said
with the immunity clause in
place, little can be achieved.
“The immunity clause has be-
come very problematic,” he
added.

In his 19-page submission
to the conference secretariat,
Hassan lamented that the
clause has been bastardised
in Nigeria, where “criminals”
hide under the cover of gov-
ernment.

He said in other countries,
immunity clause is intended
to protect the dignity of the
offices and stop unnecessary
distraction from governance.

Hassan, however, la-
mented that “certainly from
experience so far, our society
is not as patriotic and disci-
plined as those societies
where immunity clauses are
feasible. In our case, we have

NNPC contd.from Pg1

weeks earlier advertised by
the corporation.

According to him, the let-
ter with reference number
FCC/099/5.7/028.042, also
urged the NNPC to submit
names of shortlisted candi-
dates to the commission so
that the commission could
send a representative to ob-
serve the interview process.

He said that the NNPC
ignored all the instructions
handed overto itby the FCC
and went ahead to interview
the candidates.

This, he said, made the
commission to ask the NNPC
in a letter dated December 10,
2004, to suspend the inter-
view until the corporation was
able to abide by the
conirrifSfeidn’s giiidelinbs' bn'
recruitment.

According to him, the

a lot of criminals in govern-
mentcircles.

He urged that Section 308
of the constitution be ex-
punged and issuance of dip-
lomatic passport be restricted
to reduce money laundering,
theft and transportation of
contraband.

During yesterday’s ple-
nary, delegates also said
“enough is enough” to mili-
tary coups and urged the mili-
tary to restrict itselfto its con-
stitutional duties.

Senator Jack Tilley-
Gyado and Mr. Sam Eke, took
a swipe at the military for in-
termittent interference with
democracy.

They canvassed stiffpen-
alties against coup plotting
after the executors leave of-
fice.

Tilley-Gyado appealed to
the military not to strike
again, as, he added, democ-
racy could only find its feet
through trials and errors.

Eke said coups should
remain illegal and coupists
should not be treated with
levity.

“Enough is enough.
Enough of military coups,”
he said.

NNPC in a letter dated Febru-
ary 7, 2005, with reference
number LD 27 Volume 15, in-
formed the FCC that it has
conducted the interview and
the corporation was satisfied
that it has complied with the
FCC guidelines.

The FCC official told
Daily Trust that the commis-
sionwould examine the guide-
lines the NNPC had violated
and refer the case to its legal
experts for necessary action.

He said that appoint-
ments into federal govern-
ment establishments must be
shared equitably among the
components that make up the
Federal Republic of Nigeria
and that the commission
would prosecute any govern-
ment establishment that vio-
lates the federal character
principle.

hdlikerate fabrieation.. The
fact that the story was
published at all in a national
newspaper says a lot about
the state of journalism
practice in Nigeria.,

Makarfi girfranmi

contents of a number of
legislations and in some
cases, failure to legislate.
Even the newspaper report
acknowledged that |
indicated there is currently a
departure from the above.”
Governor Makarfi’s two-
page letter noted that the
instability witnessed in the
last senate necessitated the
on going national confe-
rence, saying that “l do
assure the National Assem-
bly and the nation that | am
not privy to any hidden
agenda set for actualisation
through the conference. I did
not see from any member of
our committee any sign to
indjcate the knowledge of
SHER hidden agenas: @h%“l
j (i nol believe the presiden
has any hidden agenda.”
The governor goes
further to say that: “we shall
also continue to provide the
principal officers, members
and staff of the National
Assembly all due recog-
nition, respect and hospi-
tality ofthe government and
people of Kaduna state even

The publishers of the
Daily Independent should be
concerned that the paper
could be used to'peduie
such a blatant lie,” the
statement said.

if no courtesy calls are paid
on me. Importantly, my
personal relationship with
members will notin any way
be affected by the current
position. | do hope that this
feeling is mutual.”

Makarfi who drew the
attention of the senate to die
contradictions in reporting
the statement in question in
"ThePunch ”and "The Sun”
urged the senate to give
another look at the reports
and reconcile the incohe-
rence in reporting the
statement by the two natio-
nal dailies.

He however reminded the
senators that “as leaders and
representatives of our
people, we should know and
I am sure we do know that
we are subject to criticisms,”
while urging the senate to
feel free to advice or criticise
him

The senate had last week
passed a strongly-worded
motion condemning Gover-
nor Makarfi for berating the
National Assembly.

BUdget Contd. from Pg 1

geted on 27 dollars per barrel
but the senate pushed and
increased it to 30 dollars per
barrel and last week, the presi-
dentwrote the senate explain-
ing NNPC’s projection ofthe
nation’s expected revenue
from joint ventures even
though the senate had earlier
maintained the position that
the figures presented by the
NNPC and the budget office
fell far below the actual rev-
enue to come from the joint
ventures.

Meanwhile, the Presiden-
tial Adviser on Petroleum and
Energy, Dr. Edmund Daukoru,
has stated that Nigeria was
passing through another era
of oil boom with oil price
reaching a peak in 2004, even
as he has cautioned govern-
ment on the pitfalls ofthe past
which led to reckless spend-
ing and acquisition of foreign
debts

Dr. Daukoru told Daily
Trust in Port Harcourt where
he presented the 21 st convo-
cation lecture of the univer-
sity ofPort Harcourt, that with
the near total reliance on oil
revenue during the booms of
the 70s, the rest of the indus-
trial sector- power, telecom-
munications, transport, agri-
culture, manufacturing etc fed
off the oil sector leading to a
national foreign debt ofsome
US $32 billion.

“On the positive side, it
must be admitted that a lo”af
well intentioned projects,
both infrastructural and stra-
tegic were undertaken during
the boom years particularly
pre 1973 and again 1978/79.

These include many of

the highways that replaced,

the old colonial road net-
work, major dams for irriga-
tion and power supply, mod-

emization of the telecoms
system, the construction of
existing refineries, petro-
chemical and fertilizer plants,
expansion ofthe tertiary edu-
cational system, etc,” Dr.
Daukoru said.

He argued that th«j vola-
tility of prices on the world
oil and gas market often
prompted government to
sometimes take actions that
are out of place with market
realities. “When world oil
prices are high, government
tends to spend oil revenues
on major development
schemes thus raising popu-
lar expectations and depend-
ing upon this spending.
When world oil prices fall,
government is forced to take
out loans to avoid making
deep cuts in spending that
would fuel populardiscontent
thatcould disturb the nation’s
socio-political base.”

On alternative funding in
the sector, Dr. Daukoru said
his office was’formulating a
new funding package thafwill
meet the aspirations of gov-
ernment without dampening
the enthusiasm of operators
to carryout new Greenfield
projects on their own.

He said the NNPC joint
venture funding arrangement
of the late 90’s has run its
course and in his view, no
longer sustainable.

He said the downstream
sector was under pressure
arising from inadequate re-
turns on stakeholders’ in-
vestments, poor maintenance
of existing backbone infra-
structure and facilities and
the dearth ofreception facili-

,-ties for imports due to the mo-

nopoly position granted gov-
ernment parastatals and
agencies.

—



Security threat: Self
posed chief In police net

se f appointed chief
Kadarko in Wase
caI government
aofPIateau state, Nimkur
eiden, is now in police net
over his negative attitude
|returnees who fled the crises
area and the perceived
security threats he poses in
the area.

The state commissioner
of police, Mr. Joseph Apapa,
who disclosed this to our
correspondent in Jos, said the
accused would spon

" From RaklyaA
Muhammad,
Correspondent (Jos)

charged to court.

to It would be recalled that
the state government had
after series of sectarian crises
rocked the southern part of
Plateau state, enjoindW those
who fled their homes to
return even as it urged
leaders in the area to ensure
their safe resettlement while
urging all self proclaimed

JM/SCIA meet on N5bn
Nafional Mosque fund

Yama’atu Nasril

Islam (INT) and the

Supreme Council for

Islamic Affairs (SCIA), held a

joint meeting yesterday at

Arewa House Kaduna, to

finalise arrangements for

tomorrows launching of the

N5 billion National mosque
Appeal Fund.

The meeting was briefed
by the chairman of the fund
raising committee, Governor
of Nasarawa state, Alhaji
Abdullahi Adamu, on the
committee’s efforts to
mobilise the Muslim Urnmato
attend the launch at Eagle
Square tomorrow.

Alhaji Adamu also
shanked Muslims throughout
the country for the unity they
maintained in the face of

attempts to divide them over
the issue.

Daily Trust gathered that
projects expected to be
executed with the funds is to
rehabilitate and upgrade the
interior, the structure and
facilities in the mosque in
Abuja.

The fund will also be used
to build a standard clinic,
Islamic education institution,
an Islamic research library, a
multi-storey car park and a
revenue generating
investment for the upkeep and
maintenance of the national
mosque.

The meeting was attended
by all traditional rulers from
the north and religious
leaders from all the northern
states and delegates from the
south - south, south - east
and south — west was
presided over by the Sultan

Weekly Trust
Editor loses
mother

he death has |
I occurred of Hajiya
Rahinatu Muham- ' |

mad, mother of the Weekly
Trust Editor, Garba Deen
Muhammad.

The sad event took
place on Sunday, March 9,
2005, in an automobile acci-
dent along the Abuja-
Kaduna road.

Hajiya Rahinatu Muha-
immad aged 65, is survived
by six children and many i
grand-children. She has
Jsince been laid to rest in
accordance. NWtW M m it
Irites.

From Sani Babadoko,

| Bureau Chief (Kaduna) \

of Sokoto, Alhaji
MuhammadifMaccido.

President  Olusegun
Obasanjo is the chairman of
the presidential committee
on the rehabilitation of the
national mosque and he is
expected to meet with a
delegation of INI and SCIA
in Abuja today at the villa.

chiefs t0O renounce §U9h
pOSItlon

Daily Trust learnt that in
defiance to the order, Nimkur
Ninden had continued to
arrogate powers to himself
and went ahead to stop
returnees from rebuilding
their houses even after they
sought permission to do so
from the legitimate traditional
rulerinthe area, ChiefofSuku.

Ninden was alleged to
have given the people of the
area three options, to accept
him as their chief, ifnot pack
out or choose to be dealt
with.

But some ofthe returnees
refused to dance to Ninden’s
tune, insisting that there was
a legitimate ruler, which
consequently led the self
proclaimed chiefto order his
errand boys to turn such
people’s houses into market
sheds.

Following this develop-
ment, Daily Trust further
learnt that the police was
informed about the security
threat which Ninden was
constituting and the police
immediately waded into the
situation.’'

Zamfara deputy speaker

removed

.he Zamfara state

House of Assembly

mdeputy speaker, Alh-

j ajiNamadi Isah Kasuwar Saji,
j has been removed.

The removal came foll-
owing his alleged ineptitude
and insubordination.

Addressing newsmen in
his office, the Speaker ofthe
House, Alhaji Mamman Bawa
Gusau, explained that the
former deputy speaker had
on several occasions, failed
to meet the*demands of the
House which is contrary to
its rules and regulations.

The speaker also discl-
osed that the affected deputy
speaker is incompetent to
hold the office of the deputy
as he could not even express
himself fluently in English

Ogbeh

on

ormer chairman ofthe

Peoples Democratic

F Party (PDP), Chief

Audu Ogbeh, while handing
over to his successor, Col.
Ahmadu Ali (rtd), yesterday
urged him not to spare efforts
to reorganise the party to
mee-t the aspirations of
Nigerians and sustain their
confidence.

Ogbeh made the remarks
atthe PDP national secretariat
in Abuja as part of the brief
handover ceremony which
was attended by members of
the national working
committee.

Ogbeh who said he did
his bestas PDP chairman and
had no regrets, identified
priority areas which all must

From Salisu Zakari
Maradun, Correspondent \
(Gusau)
language.

According to the speaker,
the former deputy speaker
was also accused of revea-
ling the secrets of the house
to other organs of govern-
ment, including politicians.

“So we were fed up with
what he has been doing to us
and therefore, the House

.unanimously agreed to get rid

of him whereby eighteen out
of 24 members of the House
passed a vote of no confid-
ence against him.”

“He behaves arrogantly.
He does not respect his elders
even in the House and above
all, the former deputy speaker
had been a failure in the
history of the state House of
Assembly since its inception.

tasks
PDP

By Hammeed M. Bello,
Senior Political Reporter

address to ensure stability in
the party. The areas he said
included petitions, especially
in Anambra and other states
where there are crises, the
state of party finances and
the forthcoming convention.
A file containing the
handover notes was handed
over by Ogbeh to Ali and
according to Ogbeh, he
would be available for
occasional consultations in
certain key areas by his
predecessor while Ali noted
that Ogbeh did his best as the
PDP chairman and asked for
his continued loyalty to the
party to make it greater.
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Former heads o fstate, General Muhummed Buhari, Dr. Yakuhu Gowon. and Gov~Zor Peter O 9‘#
hereputting heads together during the launching o fthe biography o fChiefHarold Dappa-Biriye, at
hotelpresidential, PortHarcourt...recently.

Treasury looting: Abacha, Bagudu
want case dismissed

ate general Sani
L Abacha’s son,
Mohammed and

Abubakar Atiku Bagudu,
have prayed the court of
Appeal sitting in Abuja, to
declare as illegal, their trial by
the federal government over
alleged looting of treasury
when the forfeiture of same
funds have been made.

Mohammad, through his
counsel, Mr. J. B. Daudu
(SAN), said that the federal
government had no statutory
powers to prosecute him
when he had forfeited assets
to itin compliance with Decree
53 01 1999.

The issue, whether the
federal government can
initiate criminal trial against
Mohammed based on Decree
53 of 1999 was referred to the
appeal court by the former
chiefjudge of Abuja High
court who sought the court’s
assistance on the correct
interpretation of Decree 53 of
1999.

The reference to the court
of appeal on the correct
interpretation of Decree 53 of

By Kemi Ogedengbe,
Judicial Editor

1999 would be argued today
by Abacha’s counsel and the
federal government’s lawyer.

Daudu in his brief of
argument, said that when
retired General Abdulsalam
Abubakar took over the
governmentand promulgated
Decree 53 of 1999, certain
funds were forfeited to the
federal government by
Bagudu on behalf of the
Abacha family.

The contending Decree
had stipulated that if there is
a forfeiture ofassets or funds,
the family of late General
Abachaand Mohammad shall
be absolved and be made free
from any future or further
prosecution regarding any
transactions relating to any
fund particularly security
related sums ofmoney ofthe
federal government.

He said that Decree 53
binds the government of
General Abdulsalam
Abubakar and all the
governments that succeeded

NYSC abolishes JAMB
admission letter for service

h& NEtienall Youwsh
Service Corps (NY-
SC), has abolished the
contentious issue of the
presentation of the Joint
Admission and Matriculation
Board (JAMB), admission
letters by prospective corps
members before they can
participate in the scheme.
Announcing the abolition
yesterday in Abuja at a pre-
orientation press briefing, the
director-general ofthe NYSC,
Brig. Gen. YusufBomoi, said
the decision to abolish the
use of JAMB admission letter
as a pre-requisite for registr-
ation is to save prospective
corps members the stress
associated with collecting
admission letters from JAMB.
The earlier directive that
all intending corps members
must present their JAMB
admission letterstothe NY SC
had not only turned out to be
controversial, but had been

Y

By Henry Omunu, Senior
Reporter (Education)

allegedly abused by JAMB
officials who have been
accused of demanding
monetary inducements from
university graduates before
releasing their admission
letters.

Brig. Gen. Bomoi said the
NYSC directorate must limit
itselfto mobilising graduates
to participate in the scheme
and leave the sanitisation of
the nation’s education
system to the relevant
statutory bodies.

He said 70,000 graduates
have been mobilised for the
Batch ‘A’ three weeks
orientation exercise which will
begin  throughout the
country from March 10,2005,
with  the swearing-in
ceremony of the corps
members -billed for this
weekend.

that regime or administration
while the matter cannot be re-
opened for the second time
by any government after
Abdulsalam’s regime.

Daudu said that Decree 53
was clear and absolute on the
fate ofthose dealt with by the
said law, which is now an act
ofthe National Assembly and
italso stipulates that no other
proceedings shall lie against
persons like the appellants
(Mohammed and Bagudu)
who complied with the terms
ofthe Decree.

But the federal govern-
ment in its reply to the issues
raised said that substantial
part of the money stashed
abroad was at the year 2000
when the charge was filed, still
in various bank accounts in
countries across Europe.

Government’s counspl,
Chief Bayo Ojo (SAN), said
that after the death of General
Abacha, and during the
regime of General Abduls-
alam, a special investigation
panel was set up and
mandated to investigate and
recover monies illegally
acquired by public officials
arid their collaborators.

This, he said, led to the
forfeiture of certain assets
from the family of Abacha,
saying that the special
investigation panel could not
conclude its assignment
before General Abdulsalam
handed over power to the
civilian government of
Olusegun Obasanjo. “The
federal government then
continued efforts to recover*
the money stashed abroad.”

On the issue of reference
to court ofappeal, he said that
the current case did not meet
three conditions that governs
application and interpretation
of the constitution.

He said that there was
nothing in the provision of
forfeiture of Asset or Decree
No. 53 of 1999 which inhibit
the high court ofthe FCT from
~ercisingjudicial power from
trying Mohammed and
Abubakar Atiku Bagudu for
various criminal offences
contained in the four charges
brought before it by the
Attorney GervetaA of tMe
federation pursuit to section
174 ofthe 1999 constitution.
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Cl O_SIJRE OF FINETEX. NORTEX
Union accuses manager of

Importing textiles from

The Chinese manager of
two textile mills in
Kaduna has heea a6

Icused of importing textile ma-
|terials from his rival company
iin China leading to the clo-
isure of Finetex and Nortex
[mills in Kaduna.

The Chinese, Mr. K.S.
IWong, whom the union ofthe
jtwo companies allege is ow-
iing the retrenched workers
jover N2.8billion, would rather

Wepadigte buge puis off
money to Chinawhere hoiias
Iset up a textile company
lwhich exports textile materi-
|als into Nigeria in stiff com-
ipetition with the company in
| Kaduna.”

This revelation was made
yesterday by the secretary
igeneral ofthe National Union
lofTextile Garment andTailor-
ling Workers ofNigeria (T and
jG for short), Alhaji Umaru
|[Mohammed, at a press con-
Iference in Kaduna.

He said the long running
|battle between the unions of
ithe two mills has led to a legal
ibattle after the managements
unilaterally closed the mills
lon Friday, September 12,2003
iwithout following laid down
iprocedures.

On February 28v2005, the
federal high court ruled in
Ifavour of the union, uphold-
|ing the rights of the unions

* From Sani Babadoko,

| Bureau Chief (Kaduna) ] appointed to supervise the j

to institute action against the

company and on Thursday,
March 3,2005, thejudge again
granted the unions’ petition
on the winding up of Finetex
and Nortex Limited which will
come up for mention in court
on March 23,2005.

The management, had
through its counsel, filed a
counter petition denying ow-
Ing the workeis and chal-
lenged the competence ofthe
union to institute legal action
against it.

Alhaji Umaru said, “itwas
as a result of this recalcitrant
and irresponsible attitude of
management that the unions
opted for the legal process.
Evidence on ground points to
the fact that the companies
are insolvint and unable to
pay their debts. Under the
circumstances, it is just and
equitable that the companies
be wound up with a view to
settling their liabilities to
union and workers.

“The prayers ofthe union
therefore include that Nortex
and Finetex Limited may be
wound up by the court under
the provisions ofthe Compa-
nies and Allied Matters Act,
1990.

“That the deputy chief
registrar of the federal high

Kwara workers reject
new tax regime

orkers in Kwara
State have vowed
to reject the new

By Abdulrazag Adebayo,
Correspondent llorin

going to happen until issues

itax regime proposah®ye theen thoroughly delib-

state government.

Speaking yesterday at the
Nigerian Labour Congress
i(NLC), local school opening,
Istate chairman of the con-
gress, Comrade Emmanuel
|Ayeoribe, declared that work-
iers in the will use all available
imeans to resist any new tax
regime that will compound
jtheir plight.

He advised the state gov-
ernment to suspend the
planned tax regime until work-
ers received their 12 ° per-
Icent wage increase and re-
jsolve other pending labour
Imatters.

Comrade Ayeoribe also
jcondemned the proposal by
Ithe federal government to
|sack over 74,000 employees
iand the scrapping ofthe min-
listry of federal capital territory
i(MFCT), saying they could
cause serious socio-eco-
nomie dislocations for af-
| fected citizens.

Head of service, Alhaji
iYusuf Kawu Daibu who rep-
resented governor Bukola
ISaraki at the opening of the
local school, defended the
imove on the new tax regime,
isaying eyen though the issue
iwas discussed recently, “the
jposition of the governor is
that anything that will harden
ifurther the living standard of
iworkers will not be con-
ldoned.”

He said “an assignment
jhas been given to us to as-
Icertain the veracity ofthe de-
ductions in other states for
comparative purposes and
ifrom there we take off,” but
ifor now, “nothing like that is

erated upon and considered.
We are not imposing any fur-
ther hardship on our people,”
he explained.

GdVernor Saraki noted
that Kwara NLC has been ma-
ture and orderly in its dealings
with government on labour
issues; hence “the state gov-
ernment also deemed it fit to
respond urgently to labour
issues, especially those di-
rectly affecting the wellbeing
ofits workforce.

Also speaking, the direc-
tor of Michael Imodu Institute
oflabour Studies, Dr. Awoniyi
Olarenwaju, described train-
ing and education as essen-
tial tools to keep workers
abreast of global changing
trends.

courtorany
ate officer of the court, be

winding up ofthe company,
the T and G scribe added.

A counter petition by the
company’s solicitor, J.B.
Daudu (SAN), said the man-
agementis not indebted to the
union, challenged the compe-
tence of the union to drag it
to court and prayed the court
to stop from granting the
winding up order.

China

other appropn-

Gov. James Ibori

I’'mvindicated - freed
Islamic scholar

al Ibrahim Mai Mai,
an Islamic scholar
and a successful
jimessman in Jos, Plateau
state, who was accused by
security reports of
harbouring terrorists and per-
petrating mayhem in his com-
munity, was recently ab-
solved of the allegations by
the federal high court, Jos.

The federal high court
awarded N 1m as general dam-
agesto Ibrahim Mai Mai who
runs a Quranic school that
accommodates oyer 300 stu-
dents, against the commis-
sioner ofpolice and the Gen-
eral Officer Commanding
(GOC), 3rd armoured division
of the Nigerian army whose
men invaded Ibrahim’s com-
pound and shot indiscrimi-
nately.

Reacting to the judge-
mentin achatwith Daily Trust
in Jos, Mai lbrahim Mai Mai
said he was happy with the
verdict as it has vindicated
him. “l am happy because now
nobody will look at me as a
threat to the society,” Ibrahim
stated.

He noted that the security
operatives who accused him
of harbouring terrorists and
perpetuating mayhem in his
community could notcome to
court and proof their allega-
tions because it was false.
Ibrahim maintained that he
had been going about his law-
ful business and contributing
to the development of the
society, adding that he did
not know why he was at-
tached by the security opera-
tives, even as he maintained
that their reasons that he was
harbouring terrorists was only
an after-thought.

Asked if he was happy
with the amount of money the
court awarded him, though he

FG advocates free movement
between Nigeria, Tunisia

ice president Atiku
IAbubakar has
gstressed the need to
facilitate free movement of
people and goods between
Nigeria and Tunisia.

Atiku who spoke at the
State House yesterday while
receiving the Tunisian Am-
bassador to Nigeria, Abdul
RazagAzalez, commended ef-
forts by both countries to
LEpmmence direct flights be-
tween Abuja and Tunis.

“If you want to promote
economic relationship be-
tween two countries, it is im-

By Reuben Yunana, Senior
Reporter, State House

portant that you have free
movement of people and
goods,” he said.

Bilateral air agreement
signed by both countries
must be implemented for the
benefit of the people of both
countries.

“Nigeria needs your sup-
portinthe area ofpower gen-
eration, we need.the partici-
pation of Tunisian compa-
nies in the deregulated oil
sector,” Atiku told the Am-
bassador.

From Rakiya A. Muhammad.
Correspondent (Jos)

claimed he lostN5m in the at-
tack, he said he was pleased
with the verdict of Justice
Charles Archibong who said
that his (Ibrahim’s) claim'of
N5m lost was difficult to es-
tablish as his business trans-
actions were unrecorded.

According to him, the in-
cident had thought him to al-
ways ensure he puts on
record all his transaction but
emphasised that though the
amountwas not close to what
he loss, “the most important
thing that makes me happy is
that | have been vindicated.”

Ibrahim said with the one
million naira and assistance
from wellbeing members of
the society, he will continue
his business.
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Ibori: Appeal court
delivers judgement
March 21

he court of Appeal sit
ting in Abuja, will on
Marcty21,2005, deliver
judgement in an appeal filed
by Goodnes Agbi and An-
thony Alabi against governor
James Onanefe Ibori of Delta
state over the ex-convict case.

Justice R.O. Rowland
fixed the date after the con-
clusion ofarguments by Chief
Gani Fawehinmi (SAN), who
appeared for the appellants
and lbori’s team of lawyers
led by ChiefPaul (SAN).

Fawehinmi prayed the
court to set aside the judge-
ment of Justice Hussein
Mukhtar of an Abuja high
court which ruled that gover-
nor Ibori was not sufficiently
identified as the person con-
victed in charge 81/95.

He urged the court to ex-
amine the firstjudgement of
the matter delivered by Jus-
tice Baba Yusuf, court of ap-
peal judgement delivered in
2003, the final police report,
the evidence of the judge
who allegedly convicted
Ibori and the February 6,2004
supreme court judgement on
the matter.

Citing the case of Lawal
Usyama, Fawehinmi said that
itwas no longer necessary to
revisit section 225 ofthe evi-
dence that since it has been
settled by the court of appeal
and the Supreme Court.

With regards to onus of

By Kemi Ogedengbe,
Judicial Editor
proof, he said that section 135

ofthe evidence act was wi
the supreme court referred
as applicable law and not sec-
tion 138 which the Abuja high
courtjudge relied on in writ-
ing his judgement.

He said that section 138
deals with commission of of-
fence while section 135 was
the most relevant section to
the identification trial.

Counsel to PDP chairman,
Mr. J.C. Obialor, adopted his
brief but added that the case
cited by Fawehinmi should be
compared with Ibori case in
order to get to the root ofthe
matter.

He said that the inconsis-
tence of PM | evidence was
material to the issue of the
identification trial and urged
the court to dismiss the case
with heavy cost to serve as
deterrent.

Also, one of Ibori’s coun-
sel, Dr. Alex Izinyon (SAN),
said that the report of the
judge of Abuja high court
should be rejected on the
principle offair hearing.

He also charged the court
disregard police final report
on who was convicted by the
court and prayed for an order
dismissing the entire appeal
before the court or allow the
cross appeal of Ibori.

FOCUS ON FURNITURE AND

INTERIOR DECORATING
COMPANIES IN NIGERIA

Igeria’s furnishing and decorating companies are
bracing up to the challenges of the industry by
N producing and selling of high quality and durable
materials that are of global standard.

Going by the high quality products of the operators of
this sector ofthe economy, there is the need to publicise their
activities in order to tap the potentials of the market to the

maximum.

To appraise the contributions ofthe stakeholders in-the
industry, Media Trust Limited, the publishers of Daily/
Weekly Trust newspapers, will publish a special focus on
the manufacturers and suppliers of durable and high-grade
furniture and furnishing items.

The date ofpublication is Wednesday, March 23,2005,
while deadline for submission of materials, the company’s
profile and artworks is three days to tfie publication date.

For participation and further enquiries, please contact
| the Special Projects Department on the following numbers: T
080-32916731, 080-37038663,080-42145839 or
09-6720346, 5235787 exts. 124 & 117



NASARAWA STATE GOVERNMENT

Statement of assets and liabilities for
the three months period ended 314
December, 1996

Assets
CASH IN HAND

Central Accounts
Sub-Treasuries
Remittances in Transit

Other Stations Balances

CASH ATBANK

First Bank ofNigeria Pic, Lafia

Central Bank of Nigeria

REPRESENTED BY

Consolidated Revenue Fund

N N

874,226

51,470

427,827

8.946.433
10.299.956
1,001,106
205,576,018
216.877.080
216.877.080

Statement of consolidated revenue fund
for the three months period ended 314
December, 1996

RECURRENT REVENUE

Taxes

Fines and Fees

Licences

Earnings and Sales

Rent on government property
Re-imbursement
Interest/Dividend Received
Miscellaneous Income
Statutory Allocation

VAT Allocation

AMOUNT
N
861,661
5,795,414
1,419,435
3,260
31,606
16,470
20,280
226,010,769
61,769,496
295.928.391

LESSRECURRENT EXPENDITURE

Contribution to Primary Education

Pension and Gratuity
Personnel Cost

Transport and travelling

2,382,258

23,779,448
2,906,329

Utility Services f 45,420 .
Telephone and postal Services 100,040
Stationeries and Printing 2,762,240

Maintenance of Office Fum. and Equip. 2,772,566
Maintenance of Vehicles and Capital Assets 1,397,729

Consultancy Services

Grants, Contributions and subvention 15,378,077
Training and Staff Development 1,556
Entertainment and Hospitality 2,284,087
Miscellaneous expenses 7,105,066
Feeding Supplementation 4,696,610
(65.611.426"
230,316,965
LESS: CAPITAL EXPENDITURE (13.439.88445"

CONSOLIDATED REVENUE FUND 216.877.080

Statement of capital development fund for
the three months period ended 314
December, 1996

SUB-HEAD AMOUNT
Express Service 457A 3,700,000
Water Project 462 8,677,885
Printing of Number Plates 467 1,062,000 *
13.439.885

Prince Aliyu Abdullahi Idde (CNA)
Accountant-General

Nasarawa state

AUDITOR’S GENERAL CERTIFICATE

In compliance with section 125 of the constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 1999,1have examined the Accounts and the financial Statement of
Nasarawa State Government of Nigeria for the year ended 31st December,
1996. Proper returns have been rendered by ministries and departments and
their related parastatals in conformity with the public finances (control and
Managements) Law of 1958.1have obtained all information and explanation
necessary in the discharge of my responsibility.
The audit was conducted in accordance with auditing requirements as specified
in the audit law (chapter 12) of Nasarawa state of Nigeria, 1979. In addition,
projects and programmes were verified in line with the concept of performance
in audit. In the discharge of my responsibility as required by section 125(5) of
the same constitution, the financial statements have been certified subject to
comments contained in this report.

n my opinion, projects and programmes executed were satisfactory in
consideration of funds employed. Furthermore, the financial statement (Nos.
1-3) and related schedules give atrue and fair view ofthe state ofthe affairs of
Nasarawa State Government as at 31st December 1ji96.

Yakubu Akwe (CNA
303 0SS Auditor-General,

T1
it OO 1t 11 MuU Nasarawa State.

-mA
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With Emmanuel Bello

Elders do it better

ihicf (Mrs.) Bisi Ogunlcye is one delegate most
people want to hear. Ageing and almost bent, the
yYoruba woman who calls herself “the most rural
wflTJwn around” always challenges everyone to be original
in their doings. Using herselfas a model, she observes that
there is nothing on her that was not made by rural people.
She lambastes those who try to copy westerners in the way
they speak, dress and behave. She noted that ~ was this j

copy-catism that is responsible for the nation’s ill.

Where is Katagum?

man who puta new meaning on “silence is golden”

was conspicuously absent in yesterday’s meeting.

m  Though no official reasons was given, the deputy
chairman’s absence mightnot be unconnected with ill health.
Inside sources reveal that the fppmer head ofservice (sacked
by General Murtala) has stomach upset. Sounds more like

mind up beat!

Boring delegates

"mou cannot help but walk out on some of the j

delegates. They bore everyontfto exhaustion with

_ mutterings that the microphones can’t pick their
voice. Itis worse when the person speaking has a misplaced
sense of importance. Such a conferec comes out, clears the
throat and embarks on a trip to monologue. Come on! Why

N&me droppers and their effect

lor some delegates, a speech is not complete without

| mention of a great sage ofthe past. Thus Sir. Tafawa

m  Balewa, the Sardauna himself, Obafemi Awolowo and
Whnamdi Azikwe get their name taken in vain by people who
cant emulate these great men. And have no plans to ever

do so.

Presidentspeech: what’s the big deal?

vo weeks into the conference and delegates are still

battling with the president’s speech. Tagged “debates

on the president’s inaugural speech, the proceedings

are all that over 30 million Nigerians have been watching.-
Sometimes, the delegate veers off from the president’s j

address (often called speech from the throne), in the most

however, some dwell on itas if it is scriptures: They call it

the most courageous speech, laden with vibrant

intellectualism-Please!

Asom Bur’s day of shame

of prominence was that ofa deputy governor in the hey

I fyou know him, feel no embarrassment. His last position

days of gun-men. At the confab, he’s on the list of
respected elderstatemen from Benue State. So, when the
Benue delegation was called upon, Mr. Bur stood up to be
its spokesperson. Minutes into his introductory remarks,
Bur was promptly stopped by Justice Tobi. According to
the chairman, Bur’s name was not on the list from the state.
Bur then explained in a rather blurry manner how he’s
representing a delegation he’s not part of. He was asked to
take his seat. General Malu was then called upon to speak

for the state.

Late comers and their antics

hese are delegates whose time-keeping should have

I been the subject of the confab. They come in late

and then leave before the end of the conference.
There is a particular big man who comes in late and proceeds
to demonstrate itby prancing aboutas ifhe’s a sweep stake

winner.

Some dont come in late but they have a problem of
keeping to the allotted 3 minutes time-limit for their speech.
They often start with a longish gratitude to the president,
the chairman, their state governors, royal fathers, god-
fathers, their families, God and the press (in rare cases). By
the time, the first 2 minutes are up. It i§ then battle royale

with Niki to get the gamulous speaker offthe stage

Delegates get 60,

Olusegun Obasanjo’s

promise on working
CiocumenXs lot "Oe
delegates yesterday receiv-
ed copies of the 1960 and
11963 constitutions.

Both documents provi-
|ded a parliamentary system
land regional structure for
jNigeria.

Delegates had already

In line with President

"63 constitutions

of the presidential panel on
the review of 1999 constit-
ution, the National Economic

ment Strategy (NEEDS)
document and the 1999
constitution.

The presidential panel
report had recommended
among others a five-year
single tenure for president,
president vice, governors

Daily trust

Speaker House of Reps. Hon. Amina Bello Masari jr.}, chairman House Committee on Housing and Urban Development, Hon

Wednesday,

Ivlarch 9, 2005

Osita

lzunazo (m.) and House Whip, Hon. Bawa Bwari during the public hearing on violation and recovery of unremitted funds, held at the
National Assembly complex, Zibuja on Mezday.

Confab In rowdy session over resource control

le National Polifi€ai
Reforms Conference

_ was thrown into
confusion yesterday,
following protests by some
delegates against a remark by
one of the advocates of
resource control that oil
money was used to build
Abuja, the federal Capital
Territory (FCT).

Chants of “nol”
resonated for the bestjyari of
five minutes when a Bayelsa
State delegate, Barrister
Oronto Douglas, in calling for
resource control, said
proceeds of crt/de oil were
used to develop the FCT,
even though the product was
exploited down South.

Ittook the intervention of
chairman, Justice Niki Tobi,
to calm down frayed nerves
and for Douglas to be able to
speak further.

Douglas lamented earlier
that the Niger-Delta was
short-changed as its
communities were in
devastated environment.

Ironically, he said, other
non-oil producing areas were
unduly benefiting from the
product.

“Abuja is built from the
oil wells of Niger Delta,” he
said, but was rebuked by
angry delegates who
shouted “no?”

FG ignored

f | ™Tife federal government
is to blame in part for

1 the teeming challe-
nges faced by Taraba State.
This assertion was made by
Alhaji Johnny Atiku, one of
the delegates attending the
ongoing National Confe-
rence on political reforms. He
said that the federal
government has neglected
development projects in the
state in a long time. “A
television station project has
been abandoned and the
Tjcovectto build abridge over
the Donga riverhas notbeen
mentioned anymore. These
are some of the ways we
don’t feel the presence ofthe
central government in our

state” he said.

He also said that Taraba
State identifies itselfwith all

the points in the president’s

i By Habeeb i. Pindiya;
Political Reproter

Tobi called for order and
urged the delegate to go on.

But an angry Douglas
accused those shouting of
being beneficiaries of the
injustice.

He said they were the
same people who siphoned
the oil proceeds and used it
to develop Abuja.

This threw ibe chamber
into further bedlam as
delegates yelled at him.

He was cautioned .by
Tobi who asked him to stop
the accusation, but that he
was protected to continue
with his comments.

When the chants and
murmurs died down, Douglas
said the confab was a forum
where truth must be told,
instead of shouting at those
who were willing to promote

justice and equity.

Also in his contribution,
Senator Akaminyere
Ukpanah (Akwa Ibom) urged
delegates to “understand”
problems ofthe Niger Delta,
which he said were
enamours.

He said the area suffers
oil spillages that turn out to
be as destructive as
earthquakes and tsunamis.

But Danjuma Maina
(Plateau) pointed out that the

nation was endowed with
several other mineral
resources besides oil and
agricultural products, which
he said contributed
immensely in developing the
nation.

Kaulaha Aliyu (Bauchi)
attributed Nigeria’s problems
to an unreliable election
system which gives victory
to the highest bidder.

He urged the confab to
come up with credible system
in which voter’s opinion
could be upheld, saying
development would continue

HowAD deleg

ontrary to media report
that the Alliance for
Democracy (AD) haa

no representation at the
confab, the party’s national
convention committee
chairman, Alhaji Muhammad
Ibrahim Hassan has said that
two persons have been
accredited to represent AD.

The AD delegates are
Hassan and Mr. Segun
Adeseguo.

Hassan, who was minister
of power and steel in the
second Republic, said they
received the nod of the
secretary to the government
ofthe federation, ChiefUfot
Ekaettee, after due clearance

from the Independent

Taraba State —Delegate

By 'Emmanuell Belle

that a memorandum will be
presented in which the state
will articulate its agenda.

Describing it as a
minority state, observed that
the presence of the federal
government in Tabara will act
as a knock on its potentials.
“You can’tkeep all the blame
on the present leadership in
the state. If the federal
government takes its proper
place, it will be like a knock
ortapping on the door for the
BENAO

On the issue of settlers/
indigene dichotomy, the
delegate said that while
Tabara State respects the
rights of groups who are not
indigenes, this “does not
give anyone the exclusivity

and monopoly ofthe state in

He said that the
conference is most desirable
at “this period in our history
because we’ve all reached
the point where dialogue is
inevitable.”

Pix: Felix Onigbinde.

to elude Nigeria so leng as it
relies on the present election
system.

Aliyu also advocated for
judicial reform.

The calls for referendum
also continued to feature with
Zik Obi (Anambra), Chika
Okafor and A.P. Diete-Spill
urging that the confab report
be laid before the people in
whom sovereignty resides.

Other speakers talked
a6out devofution o fpowers
to the federating units and
modification of presidential
system.

ates emerged

National Electoral
Commission (INEC).

m mHe said AD rgcgivgd

invitation to nominate twa
persons, and in a letter by its
national secretary U.Z.
Yohanna, the party fielded
Hassan and Adeseguo.

But the Mojisola
Akinfenwa, led faction
protested to the presidency,j
claiming that both nominees
were from a fake splinter
group of AD, Hassan said.

This, according to him, |
prompted the SFG into |
seeking clarification from
INEC, which wrote through
its public affairs director,
Steve Osemeke recognising |

3 js{Akande faction.

Osemeke’s letter dated |
February 21, said “l have
been directed to confirm that

INEC on the 29h of
September, 2004 observed
and nominated the

convention held by Alliance
for Democracy (AD) in
Lagos where a National
Executive Committee was
elected with Chief Bisi
Akande as chairman.
“Accordingly, this is the
only national executive
committee ofthe Alliance for!
Democracy (AD) that thej
commission is dealing with.” ;
YW&0&W iAa Wvi

| INEC clearance and
. subsequent accreditation |

been attending the
! conference.

Media report recently
said AD is still to send its
| delegates to the confab

because of the raging feud j
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ACF accuses Obasanjoof
Instigating Nigerians

e Arewa Consultative
Forum (ACF), has
described as “reckless

and irresponsible,” the lop-
sided appointments to the
national political reform
conference.

The ACF in a statement
by it publicity secretary,
Mallam Aliyu Hayatu, made
available to newsmen in
Kaduna yesterday, said the
appointments made in
defiance ofthe constitutional
requirements for quota and
balance is capable ofigniting
religious controversy and
hostility.

ACF in the statement
reiterated that by making
such insensitive
appointments, the federal
government and President
Obasanjo in particular was
pitching Muslims against
Christians thereby fanning
the dangerous embers of
religious antagonism. “This,
the ACF observed, is
reckless and irresponsible.”

“Itisthe view ofthe ACF
however that thereis an
imbalance deliberately
created by the government to
pitch religious groups
against one other, to secure
a purely private and selfish
objective.

“The unmistaken
constitutional intendment is
not only to give all sections
of this country a sense of
participation in national
affairs but to remove
suspicion and rancour which
in an emerging Nigerian
society, have continued to
be a source ofanimosity and
violence.

“As things now stand,
Nigerians are only to
conclude that the federal
government is unwilling to
demonstrate the required
level of care, maturity and
responsibility to assure the
nation o fofficial impartiality.

“The fact that Obasanjo
had gone ahead to make
these appointments deli-
berately in total disregard of
the religious controversy he
would thus ignite and may be

From Sani Babadoko
Bureau Chief (Kaduna)

seen as a manifestatior*of a
desperate intent to actualize
a hidden agenda. ACF wishes
to say that this is sad and
frightening.

The statement however
said it has no quarrel with
individuals appointed by the
federal government whom it
said are hardworking and
innocent victims of a
government scheming where
intention in the convening of
a political reform conference
has been under intense public
suspicion from its very
inception. .

“Unwillingly, government

might have succeeded in
subverting the outcome of
the reform exercise even
before it got offthe ground,”
the statement added.

It however appealed to
Nigerians to remain calm in
the realization that whatever
hidden agenda there might
be with the conference is not
schemed or instigated by
any of the major religious
groups.

“Muslims and Christians
should not fall into this
government trap by fighting
each other. Rather, Nigerians
should disappoint the
Obasanjo government by
refusing to fight each other,”
The statement declared.

Obasanjo’llimplement
Confab report, says Tobi

ollowing concerns
Fraised by delegates

over the fate of their
recommendations, chairman
of the national political
reform conference, Justice
Niki Tobi, yesterday assured
that president Olusegun
Obasanjo will implement the
report of the confab.

A delegate had expressed
worry that reports of the
conference may end in the
cooler like similar ones
including the Oputa panel

report.

But Tobi, who was
responding to such
concerns, said he was
confident that this will not
happen.

The chairman was

particularly reacting to
comments by Mr. Arthur
Nwanko, who urged the
president to “listen to us,”
and implement the outcome
ofthe conference for a better
Nigeria.

Tobi said: “By the grace
of Almighty God, the

By Habeeb I. Pindiga
[ Political Reporter

president will follow our
advice and we will wake up
to see Nigeria blossoming.”

Nwanko had earlier
stressed his faith in Nigeria’s
unity, saying God put the
nation together and so
nobody should tamper with
its oneness.

He, however, urged that
the unity be finetuned in the
interest ofpeace andjustice.

Tobi also announced
yesterday that a standing
committee on education
would be set up.

Responding to Professor
Nimi Brigg’s observation
that President Obasanjo’s
speech had overlooked
education, the chairman said
when its time for the confab
to resolve into committees,
education will be taken care
of.

“l wantto assure you that
we will have a committee on
education,” he said.

ANPP National Chairman and Confab delegate, ChiefDon Etiebet (I) and Chief G.D.
Onosode, Delta state delegate (r) exchanging views during a sitting at the national conference

The National Political Reform Conference Chairman, Justice Niki tobi (r) exchanging
views with Alhaji Abdullahi Ibrahim (SAN) Kogi state delegate (I) during the sititing o fthe

confab... yesterday

(L-R): Chairman ofthe Confab, Justice Niki Tobi, the Muslim representative and Bauchi
delegate, Dr. IbrahimTahirfutd PDP Edo State delegate, Dr. Samuel Ogbemudia, discussing
atthe National Political Reform Conference in Abuja... recently

Bauchi speaker cautions Confab on

lhaji Tanko Ibrahim
AJaIIam, Speakerofthe
Bauchi state House

of Assembly, has cautioned
delegates to the national
political reform conference
over therecentcall by some
delegates for a referendum
saying it will contravene the
mandate given to them by
the president.

Alhaji Jallam, while
reacting to the proposal put
forward by Chief Afe
Babalola [SAN] human
rights activist Mike
Ozekhome where the picked
holes in the 1999 constitution
stressed that President
Obasanjo’s motive to use the
conference for personal

gains is gradually
manifesting.
Ars»Arnft »Ptilp

From Tashikalmah Hallah,
Correspondent (Bauchi)

two people could pick holes
in the constitution and
condemn the National
Assembly, “the President
should resign, because he is
a by-product of the 1999
constitution”.

According to him, both
Babalola [SAN] and Mike are
constitutional lawyers. They
know the constitution much
better than any other person.

They know how the
constitution is to be
amended. It is through the
National Assembly. Now if
they are passing a vote ofno
confidence on the 1999
constitution, which the

President and all other
(‘ifctt'H npnnlp havp Qu/nm to

referendum

defend and protect, then itis
a vote of no confidence on
the president and he should
resign.

The Speaker explained
that he holds both lawyers
in high esteem, adding that
they ought to have advised
the president about the
unconstitutionality of the
conference, as the National
Assembly is mandated to
(fiscuss anything about the
country.

On the call by some
delegates that the nation
should adopt parliamentary
system of government,
Alhaji Jallam declared that it
was a none issue as the
system will notwork again in
Niaeria
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NASARAWA STATE GOVERNMENT

Statement of Assets and liabilities as at 31
December 1997

*ASSETS

CASH IN HAND

Central accounts

J

ks

7T 32

fmprest-Ministry of Finance
Remittance in Transit
Other Station Balances

CASH AT BANK

First Bank of Nig. Pic. Lafta

Central Bank of Nigeria

OTHERS ASSETS

Advances

LIABILITIES
Bankoverdraft

NOTES

7 .
O

«

RAI ANfF. BROUGHT-FORWARD"

ADD: RECURRENT REVENUE

Taxes
Fines and fees
Licenses

Earnings and Sales

Rent-on-government property

Re-imbursement

Interest/Dividend Received
Miscellaneous Income
Statutory Allocation

1B

M

wf oo

LESS: RECURRENT EXPENDITURE

Contribution to Primary Education

Pension and Gratuity

Personnel Cost

Transport and travelling

Utility Services

Telephone and postal Services

Stationeries and Printing

"* Consulfancy ‘Services
Grants, Contributions and subvention
~ Training-and Staff Developent

« Feang'S«pplefSfehtati(7n

LESS: CAPITAL EXPENDITURE

19%
JS
- 874,226
saTfi
90,000
47,618,482 427,827
91,636,889 10*299,956
1,001,106
2,212,646 205,576,018
03,849,535 216,877,080
4,746,820
08.596.535 216.877.080
160,584,901, .. ~f.
38,011,454-  2164i76,880.
216.876,880
i- T4 B s 3
1997 1996
N N
216*87-7,080
25,976,855, 861,661
35,838,273 5,795,414
6,142,385 1,419,435
707,608 3,260
3,526,319 31,666
9,629 16,470
5,900,848
7,866,581 20,280
1,078,855,185 226,010,769
., 255,866,175 61,769,496
«AARD8 680.858 295.925.391
2,382,258
38,9181,395 )
201,566,102  23,779,44*
2,906,329
45,420
100,040
2,762"240
4,07010-“ ”
165,104,239 15,378,077
2,658,863 1,556
Wif
“r de 0
(727,195,804) (6%611,426)
91771034 230,316,965
J AIC QQ/MO

Statement of capital development fund for
the year ended 314 December 1997

Budget
Sub-Head N N £4)00R00M
. 2JQ00,00a - -
Agriculture and£u«|, Development 450 200)00,000 ] g 00)0 000
Nasarawa Integrated Rural Development ~ 450A 7.000.000 5
Livestock and Veterinary 451 26000860000
Lo, 452, )
Foiiesirjf k] '
Sttt Wl a0 T 000
Manufacturing (Commerce and Industry) 454 15.000.000 20.000.000 301000'000
e 50.000.000 g ' ) ’
Rural; Electrificatifin 455
Tourism and Hotel Development 456 10,000,000 17,050,000 (,050,000)
New Lafia Main Market 456A 25.000.000 25.000.000
Nasarawa Invest, and Property Dev. 456A e
TraaspotL 457 . 100000000 Soar L0087 12,500,000)
Nasargwa Express Service 457A 10,000,000 izz(s)%%%%% 1310001000
Education 458 25.000.000 ) ) 2000000
Relevant Technology Board 458 /2,000,000 ) .
Health o 459 70.000.000 55,942,065 14,057,935
Information 460 5.000.000 °:348,350 (23542;5582)0
4.515. ) )
Nasarawa Broadcasting Corporation 460A 30.000.000 515.000 (11,845,645)
Sports 461 2.000.000 13,845,645 5 O'OO 0'00
Arts and Culture 461A 2,000,000 (2l 60(; 000)
Social Development 461B 2,000,000 4.600.000 9 20
Water Supply 462 300,000,000 20,672,400 210913271600
Sewage and Drainage 463 15.000.000 >000.000
Housi 464 15.000.000 224,676,191 209, 676,191
ousing 12.581.000 (7,581,000)
Town & Country Plan. (Lands & Survey) 465 5.000.000 R 20.000.000
Town and Country Planning (NUDB) 465A %008800880 2.000.000
Environmental Protection Agency 4658 1'00(5000 1 2'000'000 *
Cpmriinfiy Pe.vslopment .. —. » - - 466. . DS o 261,420,342
Secretary lo the State Government 467 1.87,137,650
JMpXauttfiTM ti
A 4678 10.000.000 %%J-\&ND
| Finance 467C  10,¢00.000<- 10,000,000
Nasarawa Internal Revenue Service ' 467D 10,000,000 R -
JNasarawaHouse of Assembly tt-m . M.000.006 A0e0”00
- . ' 467F" 4,000.000 . B
Commission for women Affairs LAT7 137 <5> 8723S9JSP S Mzzm i

Prince Aliyu Abdullahi Idde (CNA)
Accountant-General
rawa. state

AUDITOR’S GENERAL CERTIFICATE

In compliance with section 125 ofthe constitution ofthe Federal Republic
of Nigeria, 1996, | have examined the Accounts and the financial
Statement of Nasarawa State Government ofNigeria for the year ended
31st December, 1997. Proper returns have been rendered by ministries
and departments and their related parastatals in conformity with the public
finances (control and Managements) Law of 1958. | have obtained all
jinformation and explanation necessary in the discharge of niy.
Jresponsibility. ~m,-rw VAR (e a's
The audit was conducted in accordance with auditing requirements as
specified in the audit law (chapter 12) of Nasarawa state of Nigeria,
1979. in-addition, projects and programmes were verified in line with
the conceptofpeWormance iri audit. Tnthe discharge'oT my responsibility
as required by section. 125(5) of the same constitution, the financial
statements have been certified subject to comments contained in this
report.

1consideration of funds employed. Furthermore, the financial statement
I[{Nos:l_3:) an(j related schedules give a true and fair view ofthe state of

maifajrsi

ok gh

Nasarawa State.
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Insighton smuggling

muggling has been
variously defined in
_ many quarters. While
r 'xford Dictionary defines it
as an act of taking, sending
or bringing goods secretly
and illegally into or out ofa
country without paying
Customs duties, the
Customs defines itas an act,
practice or procedure
designed to evade Customs
and Excise duties,
regulations, restrictions and
prohibition applicable to,
goods, works of art,
currency, arms and
ammunition and produce
imported and exported from
the country or in transit
through the country. This
definition is not exhaustive
and may include falsification
of Customs documents,
over-valuation and under
valuation of goods for the
purpose of evasion of duty
or other fiscal measures.
Smuggling could be
carried out  through

X Thile receiving the
VAlewn executive

Y Tmeibers of the
Nigerian Union ofPensioners
~'JUP)j Kaduna State branch,

overnor Ahmed
Mohammed Makarfi of
Kaduna State reportedly
urged the teeming
pensioners in Nigeria to
consider forgoing the
estimated N1 trillion owed
them in unpaid pensions
(some say it is N2.5 trillion),
as itis impossible, in his view,
for.the Federal Government
to get such a huge amount
of money to pay them off.
Although it is probably
not easy to raise the money
atago, as is the case with all
other huge unpaid bills, such
as the trillions of Naira the
government owes local
contractors, suppliers and
foreign creditors, urging the
pensioners to give up their
unpaid claim may not be the
first or best option for many.
And the example and
standards set by the Kano
State government under
Alhaji Ibrahim Shekarau
shows that with a genuine
commitment to justice and
fairness, and despite
assumptions that resources
available to states are mostly
not on a par with their needs,
it is possible to pay
pensioners regularly and
consistently. If Kano State
could do it, other states could
and should do it too. All it
requires is a caring attitude.
It was this caring attitude
and a desire to be fair and
just to federal pensioners that
led the Federal Government,
in  consultation  with
stakeholders, experts and
through its institutions,
especially the Office of the
Head of the Civil Service of
the Federation, to set up a
committee under Alhaji Fola
Adeola that fashioned out a

* By Okey Ibeke |

unapproved routes such as
the numerous bush paths
surrounding the
international border towns or
through approved routes
along the overlapping and
contiguous inter-territorial
boundaries; through sea
ports of Apapa, Tin can
Island port, Kirikiri Lighter
Terminal (KLT), Lily Pound,
Warri, Onne, Calabar, Port-
Harcourt and more than 100
approved and unapproved
jetties in various river line
areas. Through air by
passengers accompanied or
unaccompanied baggage
carried out by passengers
who travel by air either inward
oroutward with prohibited or
restricted goods.

While the numbers of the
public and people in
governance has been
inundated with news of
numerous seizures at our
border stations and Federal

lin g t

By Salisu Na’i

going to be a better and more
practically sustainable way
of tackling the pensions
albatross.

The new system, which
replaces the old non-
contributory pay-as-you-go
method that solely depended
on government budgetary
allocations (about 10% o fthe
Federal annual budget, and
N126 billion in 2005 alone)
with all its uncertainties, has
the specific objective of
ending the problems
associated with the old
system, sucli as failure to
pay pensioners their dues at
all, paying them late or in bits
that could not provide
minimum material comfort to
the aged citizens who toiled
for Nigeria for decades.

Listing the objectives of
the scheme in detail, the
Pension Reform Act 2004
provided at Section 2 of Part
1 that the scheme should
“ensure that every person
who worked in either the
Public Service of the
Federation, Federal Capital
Territory or Private Sector
receives his retirement
benefits as and when due.”

The implication of this
portion of the Act is clear:
unpaid pensions would no
longer be the norm for
retirees in this country.
Consequentially, if this
becomes manifest, the sad
news of pensioners dying in
queues to receive their
meager cheques in arrears
would no longer feature in
our media.

Two other stated
objectives of the
contributory pension

scheme as provided for in
the Pension Reform Act 2004
are to “assist improvident
individuals by ensuring that
they save in order to cater

Operation  Units, the
determined effort to stamp
out smuggling at our ports,
especially at Apapa has not
been properly brought to the
consciousness of the nation.

When smuggling is
mentioned, the tendency of
people to assume that it
involves only outright
smuggling of prohibited item
is high. While in the real act,
there are numerous methods
and types of smugglings
going on in our ports.
Namely: False declaration,
concealment of prohibited
items or high duty goods
inside the same container
with low duty goods, non
CRI good - cargoes that
evaded pre-shipment
inspection and landing ofun-
manifested cargoes, landing
of un-manifested cargo,
wrong Tariff classification
resulting into serious under-
payment or intentional
wrong classification of
contraband goods like

he_e

uniform set of rules,
regulations and standards
for the administration and
payments of retirement
benefits for the Public
Service of the Federation,
Federal Capital Territory and
the Private Sector.”

One important fact for
readers to note is that
reforming pension systems
has never been easy
anywhere in the world. In
fact, the British Prime
Minister, his Italian
counterpart, President Putin
of Russia, President Bush of
the USA and the German
Chancellor are now in the
centre of some political
turmoil over their attempts to
reform the pension systems
and labour laws in their
respective countries.
Existing and potential
pensioners in the four
European countries and the
USA are, through their
powerful and well-organised
trade unions, stoutly
resisting the new pension
ideas.

Given
benefits

the potential
of reforming
pensions, the Federal
government of Nigeria
deserves our praises for
pulling it off smoothly. The
Pension Reform Act 2004
came into force on Is July
2004. So farthe signs are that
it has made a good start and
the outlook remains positive.

The Director
General of the National
Pension Commission, M. K.
Ahmad recently announced
that contributions by those
covered by the Act in the four
months from July 1, 2004
amount to over N13 billion.
With this huge amount of
money coming into the
Commission’s accounts in its
first four months, it is obvious
that the Contributory
Pension Scheme has the

textiles into dutiable goods
like industrial rags.

Others include: declaration
of single imported
commodity out of various
commodities imported on
only one SGD form instead
of having additional SGD
forms, thereby paying duty
on single commodity out of
many, use of fake documents
to clear goods eg. fake Bank
receipts, fake or doctored bill
of ladings; cargoes diversion
during transfer on bond to
private bonded warehouses,
non- examination of
containers, use ofexemption
certificate to clear dutiable
goods, use of Temporary
Importation Permitto bring in
dutiable goods, among
others.

Interestingly as one of the
work plans of the new
Customs administration is
due process aimed at
rebuilding integrity and
indeed enhance efficiency
and effectiveness in trade

n S

after-service lives of its
contributors, and at the same
time, use the resources it is
holding in trust for
subscribers to help in
bolstering the Nigerian
economy.

The Fola Adeola-
led National Pension
Commission, which is
charged with the
responsibility of ensuring
that the clauses or provisions
of the National Pension Act
achieve their objectives, is
undoubtedly one of the new
institutions designed to make
the Nigerian system work
and serve the people better.

Just to illustrate.
Part 11l ofthe Pension Reform
Act 2004 specified nine
primary Functions and
Powers of the Commission.
It stated that the Commission
shall “establish standards,
rules and guidelines for the
management of the pension
funds under this Act” as well
as “approve, licence, regulate
and supervise pension fund
administrators, custodians
and other institutions
relating to pension matters as
the Commission may, from
time to time, determine.” In

the pursuit of this, the
National Pension
Commission recently

organised well-attended
consultative sessions with
prospective Pension Fund
Administrators and Pension
Assets Custodians on rolling
out licensing requirements,
which would be issued soon
for take-off.

The effective take-offwas
slightly off target date
because th.e painstaking
confirmation process of the
Chairman, Director-General
and other Commissioners of
the Commission by the
Senate, an exercise that
reaffirmed their integrity, was
slow and took longer time

facilitation thus enforcing
compliance with Customs
regulation, facilitation of
trade and protection of local
industries towards putting
our dear country in the road
map of belonging to the
league of manufacturing
countries, the Apapa office
of customs command
resolved to tackle the above
enumerated methods of
smuggling and duty evasion
head on it proactively
identified the main exit gate
of the port as the most
sensitive and defined battle
ground for eradication of
irregularities on import duty
administration and
smuggling.

From the beginning of
2003, there was a noticeable
resolve to checkmate the
activities of importers and
their agents who rather than

change for good, have
continued to engage in
various tricks in their

desperation to achieve

albat

Consequently, the Board of
Commissioners was
inaugurated late. They are
now busy on the job.

The recent consultative
sessions in Port Harcourt
and Lagos, as well as the
release of transitional
guidelines by' the
Commission to clear the air
on certain pension-related
issues, coupled with the
imminent licensing of
qualified Pension Fund
Administrators and Pension
Assets Custodians, are
strong signals that the
Commission is alive to its
functions.

As some readers,
especially contributors and
countless other stakeholders
may be interested in knowing
the functions of the
Commission, it is appropriate
to now touch on them.

The functions and
powers of the commission,
which are basically nine,
include the “maintenance of
a National Data Bank on all
pension matters” and that it
shall “issue guidelines for
the investment of pension
funds; regulate and
supervise the Scheme
established under this Act;
and carry out public
awareness and education on
the establishment and
management ofthe Scheme.”

W hy are
governments all over the
world and in Nigeria, busy
changing the pension
systems in their areas of
jurisdiction? As alluded to
elsewhere in this article, the
answer could be found in the
failure and inadequacies of
most pension schemes,
which are largely dependent
on dwindling government
annual * budgetary
allocations for funding and
sustenance, in the face of
hallnonina nnmhecr r.f

unwholesome objectives of
forgery of documents and
importation of prohibited
items. The measures taken
include introduction of
thorough  scrutiny of
documents before exit of
cargoes, re-examination of
suspected cargoes, re-
orientation ofpersonnel, and
limitation of past track
measures that necessitate
exit of cargoes at the main
gate.

The desire of the
government to curb the
activities of economic
saboteurs may have been
met. While the officers and
men of the service are
battling at the risk of their
lives to stop the evil
phenomenon at our border
stations and  Federal
Operation Units, some
officers are also tirelessly
waging a similar war at our
ports, especially Apapa.

Ibeke, the publisher of
Business & Maritime West
Africa, writesfrom Lagos,

'0 S S

But there are
skeptics, who fear that,
laudable as the new system
looks, it could be crippled by
the so-called ‘Nigerian
factor,” which simply some
defined as an innate capacity
of Nigerians to derail even
the most elaborately
constructed institutions.

The skeptics point
at the failed contributory
pension system in Argentina
to justify their stance. The
collapse of the system in
Argentina has caused
anguish and pushed millions
of pensioners into a life of
uncertainty as the scope for
compensating them is
severely limited. The skeptics
also remind people of the fact
that many clearly laudable
national initiatives were
derailed or even sabotaged
in the past. They recalled the
Peoples’Bank ofNigeria, the
Directorate of Food, Roads
and Runn Infrastructure and
several others.

But there is a large pool of
citizens who believe that, it
is not standard for every
institution in this country to
fail or get derailed. Indeed,
there is sufficfent ground to
be optimistic about the new
pension system.

For, a combination of
factors, such as the positive
reputation of the
Commissioners, the excellent
character of their Chairman,
Alhaji Fola Adeola and the
Management team under M.
K. Ahmad as Director-
Gengral, the safe guards in the
Pension Reform Act 2004, an
apparent willingness to do
good on theirpartand aclear
sincerity of purpose based
on the fe&r of God, are
enough reasons for optimism
for many, and assurances to
the skeptics.

Dambatta is AD
(Information) in the OSGF,
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j say that the question
of the Nigerian unity
will not be tampered

€*W

erdial theses issues are, is
an indication that the
conference is being used as
a tool to score some short-

with at the on-going Natiotedm political goals and that

Diologue among other
things, is a clear pointer to
the fact that Nigeria as a
nation has a long way to go
and that Nigerians are still
yet to come to terms with
reality.

How do you convene a
National Dialogue to discuss
and seek solution to Nigeria’s
problems and exclude from
participation the various
ethnic nationalities some of
which even agitate for
secession? Chief Ralph
Uwazuruike is agitating for

independent Biafran
Republic under his
Movement For the

Actualization of Sovereign
State of Biafra(MASSOB)
and | think he must not be
taken for. granted. Mujahid
Alhaji Dokubo-Asari under
Niger Delta Youth Volunteer
Force (NDYVF) is calling it
quits from the Nigerian
federation. The middle Belt
region has also come of age,
vowingnot to be associated
with the “core-north” again.
These are all political
agitations which pose great
danger to the Nigerian
territorial integrity.

But the religious issues
even need much more urgent
solution. Nigerian Muslims
are canvassing for a freer
atmosphere to practice their
religion without hindrance or
molestation. They are
striving to revive their Islamic
empire, destroyed by the
British colonialists and
merged into what is today
called Nigeria.

Therefore declaring some

our so-called leaders are ever
ready to compromise the
peace and stability' of the
nation typ satisfy their
personal interests.

But take my word for it,
dialogue or no dialogue,
Nigerians must sooner or
later be ready to face the

accused

Ww of\?m 8
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Ofconfab and separatist

tendencles

ineseapable reality: That the
country is an artificial creation
of British colonial masters, to
facilitate their political
domination and economic

exploitation without
consideration of the
constituent ethnic
nationalities and the

geographical situations of
the various religious
communities. Nigeriawill only
know peace when these
divergent ethnic nationalities

L E T

and religious communities
have unanimously agreed on
the terms of-their coming
together. To face this
inescapable reality is a task
that must be done. And the
more this is neglected the
more the country s
becoming prone to
disintegration
No thanks to the colonial
masters for this time-bomb
which we blindly mistake for
colonial legacy.
Jamilu M. Kudan No.
21,Tudun Wada Kudan,
Kaduna State.

Open letter to Gov Kure on tertian education

v 'ay | use this maditifh
to draw your attention
on education and the

future of the State’s youths.
Education is no doubt the best
legacy parents can bequeath to
their wards. But in Niger state
there is a problem(s) in this
important  sector, most
especially in the area of tertiary
education.

The state is one of the most
populated in the country, but
the higher institutions of
learning in the state are noteven
enough for the indigenes let
alone others. The norm is that
there should be an exchange of
students between states in the
country in order to enhance
unity and peaceful co-existance
among the various ethnic and
religious groups in the country.
This also promotes cross-
cultural oneness as well.

Your excellency, the
tertiary institutions in the state
are mostly Federal
Government-owned, which is
absolutely control, by the
Federal Government and give
equal treatment to each and
every student regardless of
whether he/she comes from
Niger or not. The institutions,
as you may be aware include
Federal ~ University  of
Technology (FUT) Minna;

However, these imstitutions afe
not conventional and are rather
they restricted to offering
selected courses.

An indigene of the state
that has the ambition of studying
medicine, pharmacy, law,
economics, international
relations et cetera would have to
go elsewhere outside Niger state
to achieve that. And it is always
difficult to do so outside Niger,
for the state indegenes. Making
matters worst is the fact that
the state institutions too are not
capable of offering the courses
earlier mentioned. Even the
courses that they do offer are in
fact not as recognised as those
of the federal institutions in the
state. The unfortunate state
institutions include College of
Education Minna(COE) -
capable of awarding NCE, Niger
state Polytechnic Zungeru which
awards Ordinary National
Diploma and has a branch at
Bida; College of Administration
and Business studies
(CABS),Niger state school of
Nursing Bida, School of Health
Minna; School of Agric Mokwa,
which offers Higher.National
Diploma (HND). Last is the
only private institution in the
state - College of Arabic and
Islamic Studies (CAIS) Minna.

In view of the above, 1am

indigenes of the state in general,

mo come to our aid. In other
words, this should be treated as
amatter ofurgency before it gets
outofh; id. 1am alsoappealing
to the state government to
implement the
recommendations of the
committee on proposed state
university, which is billed for
October this year. Sir, as the
chairman of the committee
advised, money should not
hinder the project. May | also
plead with your excellency not
to let this opportunity slip off.
The state university should
take-offimmediately. This, once
done, will remain your greatest
achievement in the area of
education and the youth will
never forget you.

Lest | forget, the
university should be
conventional capable of offering
as many courses as possible.
And the other existing one
should also be standardized.
The state university has become
necessary because of the
frequent crises that erupt in
FUT Minna and numerous
problems. Time to act is now,
your excellency! May God guide
you

Wednesday,
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Bondage asTaraba'ssecond name

v ripen Taraba State
was created in 1990,
hope was raised on

nurturing a state that would
meet the needs and yearnings
of its people, especially in the
provision of employment,
social infrastructure and other
basic necessities of life. These
expectations were premised on
the fact that the state is blessed
with both human and natural
resources in abundance.

Regrettably, the availability
of these endowments has not
translated into the fulfillment of
the dream of the populace, as it
continues to reflect indicators
of backwardness. The situation
is further bedeviled by apathy
on the part of some prominent
indigenes to the socio-economic

id political development ofthe
State. Only recently, the Senator
representing Taraba South
Senatorial District, while
answering questions on an AIT
Hausa programme claimed that
he is oblivious of the state of
affairs in Tarababecause he does
not visit the state capital. He
added that the State
administration does not consult
with its elected representatives
at the National Assembly. This
revelation is appalling as it
paints a gloomy and depressive
picture of a state where
mediocrity holds sway, while
merit and competence are
relegated to the backseat.

It is disheartening in this era
that most parts of the state are®
without electricity. HithertiS,
NEPAhigh tension line does not
pass through the State. The
only five (5) out of the sixteen
(16) Council Areas in the State

that enjoy electricity supply tap
from the neighbouring Adamawa
and Benue States, while equally

suffering incessant power
outages.
This shameful and

retrogressive state of inertia in
Taraba, raises a lot of questions
and challenges about the survival
of its future generation
especially in a country that lays
claim to embracing
globalization..

For Taraba State to be on the
path of sustainable
development, social amenities
and infrastructural facilities,
including good governance must
be firmly put in place.

It is time for credible and

committed indigenes ofthe State
to come forward with clear
vision, enthusiasm and evolve a
blueprint of policies in order to
transform and align the State
with the progrees of the 21st
century. The leadership of the
State must create .opportunities
for stock-taking, as well.as
charting a new course for our
people. .
Efforts should equally be
made to salvage the lives of our
youths who are predisposed to
injurious attitude and
behaviours as a result of
prolonged deprivation, injustice,
utter neglect and lack of
opportunities. The present
leadership of the State must
avoid the pitfalls of being
perceived in worse light by a
scornful, angry and frustrated
generation of youths by turning
over anew leaf.

Shinmo Yusuf Agbeloba,
Ouarrv Road Abeokuta, Ogun
State.

Reactions to articles published in

this paper may be directed to the
editor via the entail address:
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FEDERAL MINISfRY OF POWER AND STEEL

*PUBLIC NOTICE

INVITATION TO BID FOR INDEPENDENT POWER
PRODUCERS (IPPs) IN NIGERIA

Further to our recent advertisement in This Day Newspaper of 12th
February, 2005 and Daily Trust Newspaper of 14t February, 2005, in
respect of the abpve subject matter, the Public is hereby notified that the

submission date has been extended for a period of one month.

2. In view of the foregoing, the submission date is accordingly extended

to 8* April, 2005 at 4.00 p.m.

«

The Permanent Secretary’,
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF POWER & STEEL
Federal Secretariat Complex, Shehu Shagari Way,
Abuja.

Signed:
Engr. S. M. Mahmood FNSE
Permanent Secretary,
Federal Ministry of Power & Steel

EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES IN THE UK

CAMBRIDGE EX] CAMBRIDGE SEMINARS
SEMINARS ~  TUTORIAL COLLEGE

Offers 6CE A-levels, University foundation Programmes and GCSEs for September 2005 entry.
Top quality University entrance assured upon completion for all subject areas.

We specialise in Medicine, Law, Engineering, Pharmacy, Business and Architecture

Cambridge seminars would like to congratulate the following Nigerian students from the class of 2004
on their entrance into University.

A Ahmed: Computer Sci. Sheffield U; 0, Adebayo: Acoounting, Nottingham U; 0. Adedokun: Pharmecy;
Brighton U; F, Adejumo; Marketing; Kent U; K. Ademoh; Pharmecy; Brighton U; AAdenuga; Business IT;
London U: 0 Akinyede: Accounting; Lancaster U; & Alimi: Economics; Essex U; . Banigo: Chem Bngr.
Birmingham U;

0. Busari: Prarmecy, Manchester U; A Eyisi: Law; Sheffield U; B.Hammanga: Computer Sci. Loughboroug
U; I. Huthman: Acoounting, Cardiff U; L. Lawson: Economics, Bristol UWE 0. Jokosenumi:' Law Sheffield U;
N.Maiunga, Business, Kent U; AMuoneke: Conputing, Kent U; M. Nyako: Agriculture, Reading U;

L Nyako: Lam Kent U; E. Obanero: Business IT, London U; N. Ogbuagu: Com, Sys. Bngr. Birmingham U; M.
Ogomudia: Bee. Engr. Nottingham U; T. Ogunde: Sec Engr. Nottingham U; U. Okeke: Law; Kent U;

C X Okeke: ComputerSci. Kent U; C.E. Okeke: Business, Kent U; AOmolayo: Phanmecy, Brighton U; A, *
Onasanya: Aichiedum. Dundee U; C. Onukwue: Accounting, Essex U; 1. Onukwue: Economics, Essex U;
N. Opene: Chem Bngr. Birmingham U; M. Waziri: Phanmecy, Brighton U; A. Zakariyau: Economics,
Birmingham U.

Competitive fees - Cambridge Seminars Tutorial College is not associated with agents and therefore
the money saved on agents' fees is passed onto our clients

Students and their sponsors are invited to meet Mr. Sean Grady, Director of Studies on his visit
to Nigeria.

Thursday 10th March, Friday 11th March, Saturday 12th March at the Sheraton Hotel, Ikeja
(9am - 7pm) for private meetings.

Sunday 13th, Monday 14th March, Tuesday 15th March at the Nicon Hilton Hotel, Abuja
(9am -7pm) for private meetings. m

For further details, please contact:

CANMBRIDGE SEMINARS

4, hawthorn Way

CAVBRIDGE =

CB41AX.UK

Tet 00 44 1223313464

Fax: 00 44 1223355352

e-mail: cambridgeseminars@camsem.fsnet.co.uk

or contact 0803 402 2609/0803 402 2608

hotteshoppe@yahoo.com n
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FEDERAL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA
. PUBLIC NOTICE
INVITATION TO TENDER FOR THE
MAINTENANCE OF X-RAY BAGGAGE
SCREENING MACHINES AND WALK -
THROUGH METAL DETECTORS

The Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria (FAAN)
operates a number of screening machines in its
airports nationwide. Reputable indigenous and foreign
companies interested in the maintenance of these
machines are invited to bid for the jobs as specified
in the scope of works. The Maintenance period will be
for one (1) year in the first instance and it is renewable
on an annual basis upon satisfactory performance.

SCOPE:

Sourcing of spare parts and maintenance (routine,

preventive, breakdown as appropriate) of

* Rapiscan Screening machines of the 5 series

* Perkin EImer/13 machines - 108A 208 and 2!5K
Heiman machines

* Meteor 200 and sentries 11S 4W walk-through
metal detectors.

The details ofthe above can be obtained from the

tender documents.

REQUIREMENTS/CONDITIONS:

Prospective bidders must be sound technically and
must provide evidence of experienced and professional
personnel in X-ray detection systems, with proof of
factory training on the machines. Documentations in the
following areas will also be required,

» Certificate of incorporation,

» Manufacturers Representative

» Records of company tax payment in the last three
(3) years

» Records of successful performance on similar
projects

» Bank reference from a reputable commercial bank

» Certificate of registration with FAAN

SUBMISSION OF BIDS

The documents should be delivered by hand or
courier in sealed envelopes marked ‘MAINTENANCE:
SCREENING MACHINES', not later than four (4)
weeks from the date of this publication to The Board
Secretary, Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria,
Headquarters, lkeja, Lagos.

Bid documents including the tender procedure can
be collected from the same office after payment of
a non-refundable deposit 0f N20,000.00 (Twenty
Thousand Naira only).

Tenderers will be informed of the date for (he

opening of tenders*

Signed;
Management


mailto:cambridgeseminars@camsem.fsnet.co.uk
mailto:hotteshoppe@yahoo.com

NASARAWA STATE GOVERNMENT

Statement of Assets and liabilities as at 314
December 1998

ASSETS NOTES
Bank Balance & Cash 1
Remittance In-Transit 2
Imprest 3
Loans and Advances 4
Stations Balances 5
Deposit 6
Investments 7
LIABILITIES

Consolidated Revenue Fund
Bank Overdraft 8
Station Deposit 9
Housing Loan 10

1998

N *
165,833,528
(10,216,079)
261,600
5,689,328
27,659,319
42,275,234
231,502,930
85,644,935

317.147,865

248,795,628
68,288,552
10,000
53,685

317 147.865

1997

N
2,212,646
47,618,482
90,000
4,746,820
43,928,407
0
98,596,355
0
98,596,355

38,011,454
60,584,901
0
0

98.596.355

Statement of consolidated revenue Fund for
the year ended 314 December 1998

1998

Budget

N
Balance as at 1st January 38,011,454
ADD:RECURRENT REVENUE
Taxes 61.057.000
Fines and fees 72.590.000
Licenses 11.410.000
Earnings and sales 28.207.000
Rent on Government properties 27.240.000
Interest and dividends 5.000.000
Re-imbursement 50.000.000
Miscellaneous income 125,151,967

Statutory Revenue Allocation 1.118.946.000
VAT Allocation Federation Account 0
Total Revenue (A) 1-837.613.421

LESS: RECURRENT EXPENDITURE

Personnel Costs 202,654,000
Overhead Costs 268,585,000
Grants, Contribution/Subventions 386,750,000
Public Dept Charges 50,000,000

Pension and Gratuities 20,000,000

Total Recurrent Expenditure (B)  927.989,000
Operating Balance (A-B) 609,624,421

APPROPRIATION/TRANSFER
Capital Development Fund (609,624,421)
Balance Carried forward 0

1998
Actual

N
38,011,454

82,664,977
22,057,961
4,488,280
3,092,175
121,300
6,301,471
46,438,849
48,475,552
1.397,745,138
0
1-649.397.159

2034,129,424
418,507,962
266,504,439
68,368,993
48,531,054
1.005.041.872

644,355,287

(395,559,659)
248,795,628

Variance

21,607,977
(50,532,039)
(6,921,720)
(25,114,825)
(27,118,700)
1,301,473
(3,561,151)
76,676,451
287,799,138

111-783.738

(475,424)
(149,922,962)
120,245,561
18,368,993)
(28,531,054)
177.052.872)

34,730,866

214,064,762
248,795,628

1997

Actual

N
216,877,080

25,976,855
35,838,273
6,142,385
707,608
3,526,319
5,900,848
9,629
7.866.185
1.078.855.185
255,866,175
1.6637.566.938

201,566,102
321,606,568
165,104,239

38,918,895
727.195.804

910,371,134

(872,359,680)
38,011,454

Statement of capital development fund for

the year ended 314 Dece

Toos 1
Budget Actual
N N
Balance as at 1¢ January —
ADD: CAPITAL RECEIPTS
Value added Tax (VAT) 255,424,000 305.113.192
Special grants 280,912,546 950.000.000
Internal loan 0 229.000.000
Total Capital Receipt (A)  536.336,546 ~ 1.484.113.192
LESS: CAPITAL EXPENDITURE
Economic Sector:
Agriculture & Rural Development 15,000,000 42,102,700
DFFRI 12,489,000 1,496,000
Livestock and veterinary 4,000,000 0
Forestry and wildlife 500,000 0
Fisheries 500,000 0

49,689,192
669,087,454
229,000,000

947.776.646

(27,102,700)
10.993.000
4,000,000
500.000
500.000

mber 1998

Variance 1997
Actual

N

25,000,000

Total Capital Expenditure (B)
Balance to consolidate Rev. Fund (A B)

1,145,960,967
(609,624,421)

Prince Aliyu Abdullahi Idde (CNA)
Accountant-General
Nasarawa state

1,879,672,851
(395,559,659)

|Commerce and Industry 10,000,000 137,798,343 (127,798,343)

Tourism and hotel Development 15,000,boo  * 6,000,000 9,000,000 17,050,000
Nasarawa Invest, and mineral dev. 20,000,00p 17,000,000 3,000,000

Transport sector 400,000,000 218,000,000 182,000,000

Nasarawa Transport service 12,000,000 0 12,000,000 124,710,687
SOCIAL SERVICES SECTOR:

Education sector 25,000,00 61,766,789 (36,766,789) 12,000,000
Relevant Technology Board 1,000,00 0 1,000,000

Health Sector 50,000,000 423,280,775 (373,280,775 55,942,065
Rural Electrification 20,000,000 0 20,000,000 20,000,000
Information 10,000,000 5,145,000 4,855,000 5,346,350
Nasarawa Publishing Company

Nasarawa Broadcasting Services 30,000,000 114,292.970  (84,292,970) 4,515,000
Sports Development 2,500,000 11,000,000 (8,500,000) 13,845,645
Arts and culture 2,500,000 17,557,220 (15,057,220) —

Social development 5,000,000 0 5,000,000 4,600,000
Housing Dev. 20,000,000 193,547,237 (173,547,237) 224,676,191
Women Affairs and Social dev. 10,000,000 0 74,744,674 —
Community development 1.000.000 0 1,000,000
ENVIRONMENTAL SECTOR:

Water Supply 100,000,000 35,478,900 74,521,100 90,672,400
Town and country Planning (Lands) 8,000,000 19,308,000 11,308,000 12,581,000
Town and country Planning (NUDB)

Urban Development 58,615,110 5,000,000 53,615,110 - o
Environmental Protection 1,500,000 0 1,500,000 —
Sewage and Drainages 12,511,000 3,655,000 8,856,000
ADMINISTRATION SECTOR

SSG’s Office 150,845,857 513,432,32f1 (362,586,471) 251,420,342
High Court of Justice 20,000,000 25,611,863 (5.611,863) —
Ministry of Justice 15,000,000 0 15,000,000 —
Ministry of Finance 5,000,000 12,944,400  (7,944,400) —
Nasarawa Internal Revenue Service 2,000,000 0 2,000,000 —
Shari’a Court of Appeal 1,000,000 0 1,000,000 —
Nasarawa State House of assembly 90,000,000 15,255,326 74,744,674 —

Local Government Service Commission 6,000,000 0 3,665,000 —

Min. for Women Affairs and Social Dev. 10,000,000 0 6,000,000 —

(733,711,884) 872359,680

214,064,762

Auditor’s General certificate

{872,359,680)

In compliance with section 125 of the constitution of the Federal
Republic of Nigeria, 1976,1have examined the Accounts and the
financial Statement of Nasarawa State Government of Nigeria for
the year ended 31st December, 1998. Proper returns have been
rendered by ministries and departments and their related parastatals
in conformity with the public finances (control and Managements)
Law of 1958. | have obtained all information and explanation
necessary in the discharge of my responsibility.

The audit was conducted in accordance with auditing requirements
as specified in the audit law (chapter 12) of Nasarawa state of
Nigeria, 1996. In addition, projects and programmes were verified
in line with the concept of performance in audit. In the discharge
of*my responsibility as required by section 125(5) of the same
constitution, the financial statements have been certified subject to
comments contained in this
report.

e
In my opinion, projects and programmes executed were satisfactory
in consideration of funds employed. Furthermore, the financial
statement (Nos. 1-3) and related schedules give a true and fair view
ofthe state of the affairs of Nasarawa State Government as at 31st-
December 1998.

Yakubu Akwe (CNA
Auditor-General,
Nasarawa State.
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NASARAWA STATE GOVERNMENT

Statement of assets and liabilities for the iear

Agriculture and Rural Dev. 450 ,15,000,000 1,500,000 16,500,000
Nasarawa Integrated Rural Dev. 450A 15,000,000 51,747,540 66,747,540
# NOTES 1999 1998 Livestock and Veterinary 451 5,000,000 —_— 5,000,000
N N Forestry 452 1,000,000 74,000 1,075,000
ASSETS Fisheries 453 1,000,000 — 1,000,000
Cash in hand (Imprest) 2 472,600 261,600 Manufacturing (Com. and Ind.) 454 20,000,000 — 20,000,000
Cash at Bank 3 182,129,033 165,833,529 Rural electrification 455 20,000,000 — 20,000,000
Remittances in Transit 4 241,741 (10,216,080) Tourism and Hotel Development 456 20,000,000 1,984,912 21,984,912
Other Station balances 5 87,004,948 (27,669,319) Nasarawa Invest, and Prop. Dev. 456B - 37,000,000 37,000,000
v. 511,248,041 183,538,368 Transport 457 100,000,000 151,368,086 251,368,086
OTHER ASSETS Nasarawa Express Service 457A 20,000,000 7,797,768 27,797,768
Investment 6, 30,000,000 20,000,000 Education 458 80,000,000 156,322,737 236,322,737
lI50ans _?nd advances 7 39,415,328, 5,689,328 Relevant Technology Board 458A 3,000,000 — 3,000,000
eposits
p 8 113,970,114 107,920,169 Health 459 100,000,000 142,660,169 242,660,169
694.633.483 317.147.865 Information 460 20,000,000 20,071,339 40,071,339
LIABILITIES - ’
 Overdraft . Nasarawa Broadcasting Corp. 460A 60,000,000 159,172,696 219,172,696
Bank Overdra 9 420,153,992 68,288,552 Sport
' ) ) ports 461 5,000,000 2,020,823 7,028,230
Consolidated revenue Fund 10 274,415,806 248,795,628 i 00,01
- ) ) ) ) Sewage and drainage 463 60,000,000 500,000,60 500,000
Other Creditors 1 63,685 63,685 i ’
oo 633 483 31,7 147 865 Housing 464 76,000,000 219,545,505 295,545,505
1099, 14/, Town and country plan. (L & S.) 465 20,000,000 36,452,660 54,452,660
. Town & Country Plann. (NUDB) 465A 125,000,000 8,951,456 133,951,456
Statement Of COnSOlldated revenue fund fOF Environ. Protection Agency 465B 30,000,000 — 30,000,000
] Community Development 466 8,000,000 —
the year ended 31¢ December, 1999 5.000.999
Secretary to the state govt. 467 106,000,000 470,346,596 576,346,596
Code Bud _ High Court ofjustice 467A  30,000,000.00 30,000.00 30,000,000
ode Nu get Qctual Variances justice 467B 20,000,000 20,000,000 20,000,000
N Finance
467C 20,000,000
balance b/fat January Nasarawa Internal Rev. Service 467D  15.000.000 i R
Add: Recurrent REVENUE N H fA . bl 467E 682 oot S
asarawa House o ssem
Taxes 401 74,450,000 18,997,841 (55,529,12 - ’ 160.825,000 83,901,268 210,726,268
Fines and fees 400 389,825,000 28,097 841 (360.827.15) Commission for Women Affairs  167F 20,000,000 13,000,000 33,000,000
Licences 403 30,220,000 510,750 (29,709,25) Local Govt. Service Comm. 468A 10,000,000 — 10,000,000
Earnings and Sales 404 40,482,000 18,661,224 (21,820,75)  Nasarawa Publishing Company  468B 24,000,000 24,000"300
Rent on Government 405 ’ ] ’
Property 21,298,330 99,09 (21,199.24) ~- 1.211.825000 1.211.825.000 381.187.327
Interest . 406 5,000,000 2,319,389 (2,680,61) . ) .
Re-imbursement 407 50,000,000 49,496,059 (503,94) Prince Aliyu Abdullahi Idde (CNA)
Miscellaneous Income 408 184,103,500 2,351,821 (181,571,67) Accountant-General
Statutory Allocation 409 1,448,052,622  2,176,003,209 (772,950,58) Nasarawa state

*2.492.227.080

LESS: RECURRENT EXPENDITURE

Personnel Costs 431.486.000

Overhead Costs 277.643.000

Grants/Subventions 486.950.000

Public Debt Charges 50.000.000

Pension and Gratuities 70.000.000
170 9 8 000
s b b

LESS: TRANSFER TO CAPITAL
DEV. FUND
BALANCE C/FAT 31st DEC.

2,545.935.908

507,895,833
531,150,037
474,057,017
157,368,325

Z3’52?8231|6013

|y- 7 S

274.415.806

53.708.82")

76,409,83)
253,507,03)
(12,892,98)
107,368,32)
(3,523,7)

1—

AUDITOR’S GENERAL CERTIFICATE

In compliance with section 125 of the constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 1999,1have examined the Accounts and the financial Statement of
Nasarawa State Government of Nigeria for the year ended 31st December,
1999. Proper returns have been rendered by ministries and departments and

thdr rClated Parastatals in conformity with the public finances (control and
Managements) Law of 1958.1have obtained all information and explanation

1,176,148,080 801,940,980 (374,207,10?) necessary in the discharge of my responsibility.
The audit was conducted in accordance with auditing requirements as specified

(1,176,148,080) (527,525,174) (648,622,90?)in the audit law (chapter 12) of Nasarawa state of Nigeria, 1976. In addition,

274,415,80) projects and programmes were verified in line with the concept of performance *
in audit. In the discharge of my responsibility as required by section 125(5) of
the same constitution, the financial statements have been certified subject to

Statement of capital development fund for the

year ended 314 December, 1999

Budgeted
Balance b/fat 1January —
Capital Receipts —
Value Added Tax (VAT) —
Consolidated Rev. Fund 709,994,927
Special Grants 501,830,073

1,211.825.000

Actual

434,014,764
527,525,174
631,472,389
1.593.012.327

Variance

182,469,753

comments contained in this
report.

In my opinion, projects and programmes executed were satisfactory in
consideration of funds employed. Furthermore, the financial statement (Nos.
1-3) and related schedules give a true and fair view ofthe state of the affairs of
434,014,764 Nasarawa State Government as at 31st December 1999

(129,642,316)

(381.187.327~)
Yakubu Akewe (CNA)

Auditor-General,
Nasarawa State
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ore than 350,000
African refugees
were able to return

to their homelands in 2004,
but some 4 million remain in
limbo because of sustained
conflicts on the continent, the
UN refugee agency said.

Another half a million
Africans were expected to
return home this year, as
Irefugee levels continue to
drop from their mid-1990s
peaks, said David Lambo,
Idirector of the UN High
iCommissioner for Refugees’
IAfrica Bureau in Geneva.
Sustained peace and long-
term investment will be
|[needed to facilitate more
repatriation and to make
jthese returns lasting, he said.

“Itis important in Africato
jstabilise the continent,”
Lambo said Monday. “Given
the right type of support from
:the international community
;over the next several years,
we could actually repatriate
Ithe remaining (refugees) we
istill have in countries of
lasylum.1

S/IAfrica
renames
capital
Tshwane

T n a symbolic break with
| apartheid, officials in
1 South Africa’s capital voted

Monday to rename the city

Tshwane, retaining the name

Pretoria for the city centre only.

The decision was taken at a
special meeting ofthe governing
African National Congress
dominated metropolitan
council, the South African Press
Association reported.

“By embarking on this
>rocess and project of

ransformation, our country is
making a clear distinction
>etween the old and the new, the
>gstand the present,” Executive
vlayor Smangaliso Mkhatshwa
was quoted as saying during a
four-hour debate.

The city of 2 million,
established by white settlers in
1855, was named after Andries
Pretorius, a leader in the
Afrikaners’ “Great Trek” into
the interior of the country.
Tshwane, which means “we are
the same,” was the name used
by some of the region’s earliest
African settlers.

The South African
Geographic Names Council is
expected to approve the change
when itconvenes in October and
begin the process of changing
the city’s name on maps.

Monday’s vote is the latest in
a series of geographic name
changes since South Africa’s
first all-race elections in 1994
ended decades of white
minority rule.

The""govemment said South
Africans should not have to live
in cities, towns and streets
named after the people
responsible for their racial
oppression.

Opposition councilors argued
Monday that the process was a
waste of money, and said the
move to rename Pretoria
threatens to split the capital
along racial lines.

The majority of refugees
are returning to nine African
countries stricken by
conflicts in recent years —
Angola, Burundi, Congo,
Eritrea, Liberia, Rwanda,
Sierra Leone, Somalia and
Sudan. Lambo cited Angola
and Sierra Leone as examples
from 2004 of successful
repatriation programme, but
said they still faced
challenges reintegrating
returnees.

“What is absolutely vital is
that we get long-term
sustainable support for these
areas,” he said. “The
movement stage is difficult,
but in a way it’s the easiest
part of the process.”

Angola’s civil war which
began after independence
from Portugal in 1975 and
ended three years ago
uprooted some 4 million
people, or about one-third of
the population. More than
200.000 have been
repatriated in the last two
years, and Lambo said he was
confident the remaining
75.000 would be able to
return in 2005.

In Sierra Leone, which had
an 11-year civil war that also
ended in 2002, the UNHCR
has, “completed the
repatriation” ofthe more than
270.000 people uprooted by
the conflict, Lambo said.

But in both cases, peace is
fragile and renewed
hostilities could cause many
to flee again, he said.

In Sierra Leone, you still
have 80 percent
unemployment there among
the group who can cause the
biggest problem: the youth,”
he said.

Lambo identified Sudan as
_ "“l)lack cloud” on the
continent, bucking the trend
of diminishing numbers of
refugees throughout Africa.
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350,000 African refugees

UN

Despite a peace treaty signed
in January ending 21 years of
civil war in south Sudan,
Lambo said the country was
not ready for a major influx
of returning refugees from
Uganda, which he estimated
at halfa million.

“There’s a lot to do before
we can really start promoting
repatriation in any major way
into Sudan,” he said.

In Sudan’s separate
conflict in its western region
of Darfur, some 200,000
refugees have fled to
makeshift  camps in
neighbouring Chad, in often
awful conditions. But Lambo
said it would be impossible
to begin a return operation
while fighting and insecurity
persist in the region.

“We have got to find a
political solution  (in
Deanfiuin),” he said.

bout 500 women in
J r\jtreated for rape in
recent months and most said
their  attackers were
militiamen or soldiers,
according to an aid agency
report obtained by Reuters
Monday.

But the number of rape
victims is probably higher as
many are afraid to report the
crime for fear of
stigm atisation and
mistreatment, said the study
prepared by Medecins Sans
Frontieres (MSF).

UN aid ChiefJan Egeland
said he fully backed the
report, which he said
included some of the first
documented medical
evidence of the widespread

DR Congo needs to end
rape cases -Rightgroup

human rights group
said the justice system
in the Democratic

Republic of Congo needs
urgent reform to end
widespread rape in eastern
areas.

The US-based Human
Rights Watch said that
although more rape victims
have gone to court, the
government has not done
enough to ensure
prosecutions.

The organisation said
armed men have raped tens
of thousands of women and
girls since civil war began in
1998.

The violence has
continued despite an official
end to the civil war in 2003.

HRW said that in some
parts of eastern DR Congo,
rape has become so prevalent
the women have stopped
going to work in the fields.

Some of the victims are

girls as young as three. Men
and boys have also been
raped.

But sexual violence in
eastern DR Congo is not a
random act.

Itis often used as aweapon
of war; a means of
humiliating and controlling
civilian populations.

Many victims are gang-
raped. Some are also violated
with objects like sticks and
knives.

Only a handful of the
perpetrators have been
brought to justice. But
HRW?’s Alison Deforges said
women in eastern DR Congo
are now fighting to end this

impunity.
“In the past, this was an
area where there was

virtually no action by victims
- they were too ashamed, too
weak, too afraid to try to do
anything.
“But

the remarkable

Sierra Leoneformer military ruler, Johny Paul Koroma

500 women treated for ra
In Darfur-Report

abuses against women in the
arid region in western Sudan.

He said armed men and
government soldiers had
been involved in rape,
although it was sometimes
difficult to fully identify the
perpetrators.

“It’s generally armed men
in militias but | think also
government soldiers have
been involved and also many
of the ethnic militias,” he
said.

Egeland said the
government could not
continue to allow impunity
for these crimes and the
guilty must be brought to
justice.

“The problem is acute —
it’s wide ranging. Sudan
never had this kind of

widespread

development’in the last year
has been an effort by a
number of victims to bring
their aggressors to justice,”
she said.

But the challenges they
face in taking their cases to
court are huge.

Prosecutors are sometimes
unwilling to investigate
crimes of rape; witnesses are
intimidated; and military
authorities often refuse to
cooperate.

Sy etomatie Fpe wa i

Egeland, the UN under
secretary-general for
humanitarian affairs.

“Now Sudan has the same
problem that we see in many
other African and other
conflicts and the Sudanese
governmenthas to face up to
this,” he told reporters in
Khartoum.

The government in the
predominantly  Muslim
country has accused media
and aid groups of
exaggerating the extent of
rape during a more than 2-
year-old rebellion in Darfur.

The MSF study said more
than 80 percentofthe victims
reported that their attackers
were militiamen or soldiers.
It did not specify whether the
militiamen included rebel
factions.

In anonymous accounts, it
described how three women
in West Darfur state were
beaten and raped by five men
last October.

“Afterthey abused us, they
told us that now we would
have Arab babies; and if they
would find any Fur women,
they would rape them again
to change the color of their
children,” the women said in
the report.

The Fur is one of three
non-Arab tribes who form the
majority of the almost 2
million people displaced in
Darfur, where rebals took up
arms in early 2003 accusing
Khartoum of neglecting the
western region and favouring
Arab tribes.
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S/Leone
war crimes
trial begins;

iree members of Sieir”.
Leone’s form” ®
military govemmeiW

have gone on trial, accused
ofcommitting crimesagainst
humanity during the civil war.

Alex Tamba Brima, Brima
Bazzy Kamara and Santigie
Borbor Kanu deny
allegations of murder, rape,
sexual slavery and recruiting
child soldiers.

The UN-backed court said
they were prominent
members of the junta which
seized power following a
coup in 1997.

Many thousands ofpeople
were Kkilled, raped and
mutilated in the 10-year war.

In their opening address,
prosecutors said the evidence
they would present would
“show pain, agony, suffering,
sorrow and grief beyond
human description,
understanding and reason.”

They said the trial would
hear evidence from young
men who had their hands cut
off, women who were gang-
raped and children forced to
become soldiers.

“In a decade ofpainful and
horrific warfare, their intense
criminal actions over a
relatively short period oftime
took the suffering to a new
dimension and traumatised
an entire nation,” said Chief
Prosecutor David Crane of
the three defendants.

Johnny Paul Koroma,
leader ofthe junta, the Armed
Forces Revolutionary
Council, has also been
charged, but his whereabouts
are not known.

There were reports two
years ago that he had been
killed in neighbouring
Liberia, but they were never
confirmed.

Former Liberian President
Charles Taylor is also wanted
by the court for allegedly
backing Sierra Leone's RUF
rebels.

He is in exile in Nigeria
after resigning as part of a
deal to end Liberia’s civil
war.

Last week, Mr Crane
announced that he would be
stepping down in July for
family reasons.

Unlike the war crimes
tribunals for Rwanda and the
former Yugoslavia, the UN-
backed Special Court for
Sierra Leone is based whare
the alleged crimes occurred
and draws on botn national
at\d international law.

Militiamen kill 20 in Somalia

"ilitiamen involved in a
new round of factional
fighting in central
Somalia have killed 20 people
and wounded at least nine,
hospital officials have said.
The bloodshed on Sunday
underscores the task facing a
fledgling government trying to
establish itself in the lawless
Horn of Africa country after it
was formed in the safety of
neighbouring Kenya last year.
There was no clear word on
what started the violence near
the town of Hobyo 730km north
of Mogadishu, but fighting

between armed gangs in the area
has killed up to 200 people and
displaced thousands in recent
months in disputes over land
and blood feuds. Residents said
Sunday’s clash, like recent ones,
pitted fighters of the Saad wing
of the Habr Gedir sub-clan of
the Hawiye* Somalia’s
commercially most powerful
clan, against the Habr Gedir’s
Sulaiman wing.

The fighting erupted at the
villages of Hin-dawaco,
Megajib and Sagiirro, 18km
outside Hobyo and then spread
'into Hobyo itself, forcing more

than 5000 terrified residents to
flee, witnesses contacted by
radio said.

Somalia, a country of about
10 million, has since 1991 been
carved up into fiefdoms run by
regional commanders.

Somalia’snew President Abd
Allah Yusufand Prime Minister
Muhammad Ali Gedi, both of
whom are still based in Nairobi,
toured areas in Somalia in late
February and early March to
prepare for the return of their
government, which intends to
disarm the country’? many
militias.
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yriaR seldiefs Rave
loaded equipment and
furniture into trucks
driven east from Leba-
nese mountain positions they
have held for decades, the

t signs of a redeployment

'liunced earlier in the day

IJTthe leaders of the neigh-
bouring countries.

Syrian President Bashar
al-Asad and his Lebanese
counterpart, Emile Lahud, met
in Damascus to outline plans
for awithdrawal ofthe Syrian
military.

W hile'announcing that
the troops would redeploy’to
the eastern Bekaa Valley
closer to the Syrian border by
the end of March, they were
vague on the timing of a
complete withdrawal from
Lebanon.

The proposed troop mov-
ementwas quickly rejected by
the United States as .insuffi-
cient, and the absence of a
timeline was unlikely to satisfy
the Lebanese opposition and
the international community,
which have demanded a full
withdrawal of Syria's 14,000
troops.

| Foreign nations - parti-
cularly the United States, Fra-
nce, Russia and the United
Nations - have firmly dema-
nded that Syria withdraw its
troops and cease its political

Security summit
opens in Madrid

nti-terrorism experts
and political leaders
have begun a four-day

summit in Madrid looking at
ways of dealing with intern-
ational terrorism.

UN Secretary Kofi Annan,
EU foreign policy chiefJavier
Solana and former US presi-
dent Bill Clinton are due to
attend the meeting.

The talks open three days
ahead ofthe first anniversary
of the 11 March train bomb-
ings, which killed 191.

Twenty-two people have
been jailed so far in conne-
ction with the 2004 bombs.

The attack was claimed by
a Moroccan cell with links to

jAl-Qaeda, and most of the
j arrested are Moroccan citiz-
ens.

Spanish authorities have

Ilaunched a special security
plan involving a NATO plane
and more than 7,000 police to

I protect the event, which will
look into how the terror threat

I can be reduced.

An anti-aircraft battery
and police units specialised in
nuclear and biochemical

| warfare have also been depl-
oyed.

But five Spanish police
officers guarding the confer-
ence were killed in an accident
yesterday, when a truck

Iploughed into a checkpoint
before dawn.

More than a dozen heads
of state, including King Juan

ICarlos of"Spain and King

| Mohammed V1 of Morocco,*
are due to attend along with
some 200 international terror
experts.

At the end of the meeting,
organised by the Club of Ma-
drid, the experts are due to
issue a “Madrid Agenda"
with guidelines on how to tac-
kle the terror threat.
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influence on its smaller
neighbour.

¢The United States has
called for a complete withd-
rawal of Syrian soldiers and
intelligence agents from
Lebanon before parliam-
entary elections expected in
April and May.

“We stand with the Leba-
nese people, and the Leba-
nese people, Ithink. i#e spea-
king very clearly,” said White
House spokesman Scott
McClellan, who called the
Damascus agreement a “half
measure”.

“They want a future that
is sovereign, independent
and free from outside influ-
ence and intimidation.” McC-
lellan said.

Al-Asad and Lahud said
Syrian troops will first pull
back from northern and cen-
tral Lebanon to the east, near

Daily Trust
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Syrian troops leaving Lebanon

Syria’s border. Then, military
officials from both countries
have a month to decide how
many Syrian troops will remain
in the Bekaa Valley and how
long they will stay there.

After a negotiated timefr-
ame, the two governments will
“agree to complete the withd-
rawal ofthe remaining forces,”
the announcement said.

Although it did not set a
timetable for complete withd-
rawal, it stated: “The Syrians
and Lebanese agree on conti-
nuing the withdrawal of Syr-
ian Arab forces:”

In Washington, the Syrian
ambassador to the United
States, Imad Mustafa, told
CNN that Syria would with-
draw all its troops from Leba-
non within a few months. The
withdrawal would be done in
two stages, he said.

A fghanistan as an
dV|ser to the Afghan
government has been shot
deatﬂ?t the capital, Kabul.

Stephen MacQueen was
killed late on Monday while
driving alone in his car on a
main road in the city centre,
near a UN building and the
Dutch embassy.

Police said he died after
his car was shot at from
another vehicle, and the attac-
kers escaped immediately.

The Foreign Office has
informed his next of kin, an
embassy spokesman said.

Mr MacQueen, 41, had
been working for Afghan-
istan’s ministry ofrural rehab-
ilitation and development.

He was working on a rural
credit scheme, one ofits aims
being to reduce the depende-
nce of farmers on growing
opium.

The BBC’s correspondent

I in Kabul has been to the see-

British man working in-

internation al
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ne of the shooting and cou-
nted three bullet holes in a
metal gate nearby.

BBC correspondent said
that two Afghan guards, one
from the Dutdh embassy and
another from the nearby Uni-
ted Nations guest house, are
both reported to have been
taken away for questioning
by police.

MrMacQueen was awell-
known figure in the develop-
ment community in Kabul,
and was due to leave Afgha-
nistan later this week after
finishing his contract.

Correspondents said the
shooting is bound to lead to
a reassessment of security in
Kabul, after months of
relative calm.

The UN estimates that
there are around 2,000 West-
erners working in Afghan

istan as diplomats or aid
workers.

Most are based in Kabul,
which is generally considered
to be safer than other parts of
the country.

It is patrolled by thous-
ands of NATO-led peaceke-
epers, but, even so, Wester-
ners have been caught up in
violence in the capital.

An American woman was
killed in a suicide bomb attack
in the city in October, the
same month as three United
Nations workers were kidn-
apped. They were released
unharmed in November.

Last August a car bomb
went off outside the offices
ofan American security firm
in the city. At least three Ame-
ricans and three Afghans died
in the blast, which the Tale-
ban said it carried out.

PROGRAMME OFFICE MANAGER, KANO

Applications are invited for the position of Programme Office Manager in Kano, Kano State.

Mi

| states and Local Government Programme (SLGP) is financed by the British Government s Department
for International Development. 1 is intended to help State and Locdl Govermien® to BONA eapaeity e

deliver services, especially to the poor, and to strengthen democratic governance (SLGP) currently operates
in Kano, Lagos, Jigawa, and Enugu with a head office in Abuja,

Reporting to the State Programme Manager, with functional responsibility to the Finance and Administration

Manager in Abuja, you will be responsible for:
Financial administration ofthe state government’s funds.
Maintaining the accounting records for the office to a very high standard.
Submission of monthly accounting returns to Abuja.
Preparation of monthly cash flow forecasts.
General office management.
Supervision of the maintenance of the programme’s properties and equipment.
Control and maintenance of the office I. T. equipment.
Providing administrative support to visiting consultants.

Although the position requires sound accounting knowledge, you should be multi-skilled and able to
deal effectively with a diverse range of tasks. You must be able to prove that you are:

Holding a University Degree or Diploma in Accounting.
Computer literate with excellent skills in MS Excel. You should also be able to demonstrate that you

have sufficient experience of computer housekeeping to take on the role of I. T. manager for the

office.

Energetic, self-motivated, flexible and hands-on.
Sufficiently familiar with Kano State to ensure that you can carry out your duties with minimum
supervision.

Written applications, including a covering letter, CV and copies of credentials, should be submitted to:

The Programme Manager
State and Local Government Programme (SLGP)
8 Suleiman Crescent

Kano, Nigeria.

The closing date for applications is 5.00 pm on 18thMarch 2005. The State and Local Government Programme
is an equal opportunities employer. Applications are particularly welcomed from women with the appropriate

qualifications. More details on SLGP can be found at www .slgpnigeria.org



http://www.slgpnigeria.org
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Muslims face'more hostility,
mtolerance In post 9/11 Europe

human rights group has
reported that intolerance
and discrimination to-
:wards Muslims has risen in West-
iern Europe since September
111th, and that’s it become more
llegitimate to openly express hos-
Itility against Muslims in the post

9/11 period.

' “As the perceived threat of
religious extremism has been
given wide attention in public
debate, pre-existing prejudices
and discrimination against Mus-
lims have been reinforced,” said
the Helsinki International Fed-

Bush appoints
Uhardliner as UN envoy

S President George W

Bush  has named

Undersecretary of State
John Bolton as his choice toJje
US ambassador to the-United
Nations.

Mr Bolton, currently the top
i US arms control expert, is known
:to be a harsh critic of the UN.

His appointment was
i quickly criticised by opposition
Deijiocrats, who said the move
sent out “all the wrong signals”.

Mr Bolton must he con-
firmed by the US Senate before
|he can succeed John Danforth,
|who retired in January.

His nomination was an-
|[nounced by Secretary of State
jCondoleezza Rice, who de-
|scribed him as a “tough-minded

diplomat” who “knew how to
iget things done”,
j His track record, she said,
iwas proofofhis commitment to
imultilateral action and reform of
|the UN.

But Senator John Kerry, de-
| feated in last year’s presidential
|election, asked: “Why would
j[President Bush] choose some-
one who has expressed such dis-
dain forworking with our allies?”

BBC state department cor-
respondent said Mr Bolton’s
confirmation hearing in the Sen-
ate is likely to be stormy.

He has been a leading hawk
on Iran, Irag and North Korea,
admired by many Republicans
|and neo-conservatives, but not
Iseen as particularly, close to
former Secretary of State Colin
fPowell.

I He has in the past been

‘Palestinians occupation
ofMusllm anger in Us’

n Asian scholar’s latest

book has generated wide

spread debates on why
jMuslims hate America.

Kishore Mahbubani states

that US policy towards the
jMiddle East has unwittingly
made Osama bin Laden somewhat
ofa popular figure in the region.

Singapore’s fonner two-term

Ichiefdiplomat to the UN warned
that the level of anger in the Is-
lamic world will become even
stronger if the US does not act
jswiftly to enhance its image
|amongst Muslims.

“I think the moment to rec-
\tify the situation is now,” he told
\a forum in Washington last week
labout his new book, “Beyond the
|Age of Innocence: Rebuilding
ITrust between America and the
‘World.”

In the thought-provoking
book, Mahbubani,
iSingapore university dean, de-
]scribe positive US contributions
Ito global society and how the su-
:perpower abruptly walked away
ifrom the world when the Cold
War ended.

He also conveyed his own an-
| guish over deepening distrust and
| resentment of the United States.

“Even in East Asia, where its
Irise as an economic power was
Imade aided by US political, mili-
Jtary and financial support, “the
Iltone of conversation about
|America, sadly speaking, has
| turned negative,” he said.

“In my conversations, when
Il travel around the world, | dis-
Icover there are two sets of con-

now a.

quoted as saying there is no such
thing as the United Nations.

At the UN, diplomats gave
the appointment a cautious wel-
come.

“I hope that once he is here
he will have a deeper perception
of what the UN is about,” said
Chinese Ambassador Wang
Guangya.

A spokesman for UN Secre-
tary General Kofi Annan said:
“We have nothing against people
who hold us *countable.”

Mr Bolton has recently been
involved in multilateral talks with
North Korea over its nuclear
programme.

He has often accused UN
bodies of not taking a tough
enough stance against nations
such as Iran and North Korea.

He was excluded from talks
on North Korea’s nuclear
programme after trading insults
with the country’s ruler, Kim
Jong-11.

But the US administration
said Mr Bolton will work well at
the UN.

John Bolton

conversation when you have
Americans in the room and ev-
erybody will say the right, nice
things and how wonderful
Americais.

“And then the Americans
will leave the room and the real
conversation begins. And inevi-
tably, the comment comes up:
“Who do these people think they
are?”

Mahbuban recounted that
when he asks Muslim friends

eration of Human Rights (IFH).

“Muslims have increasingly
felt that they are viewed with
distrust and hostility and that
they are stigmatised because of
their beliefs.”

The IFH has reported an in-
crease in verbal and physical at-
tacks on Muslims and Muslim
institutions and property. Fur-
thermore there’s been a rise in
the unbalanced and stereotypi-
cal media portrayals of Muslims

s “aliens” and an “enemy
within” as well as discrimination
in employment and aggressive
political rhetoric by popular
right-wing parties.

“No country has escaped
this phenomenon,” said IFH
president Ulrich Fishcer, refer-
ring to the federation’s member
countries; Germany, Austria,
Belgium, Denmark, Spain,
France, Greece, Italy, the Neth-
erlands, Britain and Sweden.

“The situation is getting
worse and is marked by regular
upsurges, as happened during the
passing of the law in France
against the wearing ofthe veil by
Muslims in schools or the mur-
der of (Dutch film maker) Theo
van Gogh,” said IFH director,
Aaron Rhodes.

According to the report, the
debate in France overthe French
law which forbids religious cloth-
ing in schools had encouraged
discrimination against Muslim
women who wear headscarves.

As a result of the law some
women have been unable to
marry, vote or take exams in a
headscarf, the report states.

While in Britain the media
have created the impression that
justice officials are successfully
prosecuting Muslim terror sus-
pects, although only a few
people have been convicted and
the vast majority of those who
are arrested on allegations ofter-
rorism are released without
charge.

The report also said that
Muslim schools in the Nether-
lands are widely believed to “un-
dermine integration efforts” al-
though it says such claims are
“poorly supported by facts.”

main cause

what is “the number one issue”
for resenting the U.S., the Pales-
tinians plights was cited as the
main reason.

“My fear — and this by the
way is avery real fear — is that
10years from now, 20 years from
now, ifwe get things wrong, then
the level of anger in the Islamic
world may be much heavier,
much stronger than it is now,”
warned Mahbubani.

“The purpose of my book is
to tell Americans that these are
the voices | hear when they speak
about you in private.”

Kosovo PM faceswar crimes charges

T he Prime Minister of
Kosovo, Ramush
Haradinaj, has been

charged with war crimes by the

UN tribunal in The Hague,

Kosovo government sources said.

The officials - who were not
named'fsaidijgwould resign and
fly to Tfie Hague today.

Mr Haradinaj, a fonner com-
mander ofthe Kosovo Liberation
Army (KLA), was investigated
over his role in the 1998-99
Kosovo conflict.

He led ethnic Albanian guer-
rillas in Kosovo’s western region.

In December Mr Haradinaj,
36, was overwhelmingly en-
dorsed by Kosovo’s parliament,
becoming Europe’s youngest
prime minister.

He heads Kosovo’s third larg-
est party, the Alliance for the Fu-
ture of Kosovo - an offshoot of
the political successor to the
KLA.

tional justice, with the ICTY
[Hague tribunal],” Mr Haradinaj
said before yesterday indictment
was reported.

“Whatever are the obliga-
tions we will fulfil them towards
justice, and | believe there is no
case against me.”

The tribunal in The Hague
declined to confirm or deny the
indictment report.

Mr Haradinaj has denied
Serb accusations that his men
committed atrocities against
Serb civilians, but he has said he
will go to The Hague to answer
any charges.

International forces stepped -
up security in Kosovo this
week.

A K-For spokesman quoted
by Reuters said Germany had
flown in extra troops to bolster
the NATO-led K-For mission.

And the UK deployed an
extra 500 troops on Monday,

(SOUTHERNFORUM
COMMUNIQUE

The southern forum of Nigeria Union of Local Government
Employees (NULGE) consisting of the states in the South East, South-
South and South West geopoliticahzones met on Monday 7* March 2005
at Delta State NULGE secretariat, A8aba to review the state ofthe union.

The Forum discussed extensively the lingering crisis in our
Union with a view to proffering a lasting solution that will restore peaceflfe
sanity and finally move ourunion forward.

The forum RESOLVED as follows

1 That an Emergency meeting of the National Executive Council

be convened within Ten (10) Days from the date of this communique.
This meeting shall NOT be a pre conference National Executive Council
meeting.

2. The above National Executive Council meeting shall review the

resolutions ofthe Emergency National Executive Council meeting of4th
December 2004, with a view to bringing back peace within the NULGE
Family before the National Delegate Conference.

3. The National Executive Council (NEC) meeting being sought

shall among other things:

() Approve the Agenda for the National Delegates
Conference in line with Rule 7 sub-rule (i)-(iii) of the
Unions constitution.

Ensure compliance to Sections 5 and 7 of the 1985
Nigeria Union of Local Government Employees
(NULGE) Electoral Regulations.

4. That the proposed National Delegate Conference scheduled for
BAUCHI ON 28™TO 29™ March 2005 be POSTPONED to a Date to be
approved by the National Executive Council atthe proposed meeting.

5. In view of the lingering crisis and the manipulations of the

General Secretary Alhaji A.A. Salam within the NULGE family and the
apparent use of the Unions check off dues of the Finance the crisis and
feathering of personal nests, the Forum has therefore resolved to
WITHHOLD check offdues remittance to the National Secretariat until
further notice.

6. That an independent committee, should be constituted by the

National Executive Council to handle the National Delegate Conference
without interference from the General Secretary to ensure fairness to all
parties.

7. The above resolutions are borne out of genuine interest and

desire to restored the integrity and unity of our Union and most
importantly to defend the NULGE Constitution against flagrant
violation, abuse and manipulation by an official ofthe Union,

8. The Forum resolved that where the above resol utions are not met

by the General Secretary, the Southern Forum will be compelled to hold
it's own National Delegates Conference in line with the Constitutional
provisions oftheNigeria Union of Local Government Employees.

9. The Forum affirm her belief in a united strong, and indivisible

Nigeria Union of Local Government Employees, ALL THINGS BEING
EQUAL.

(i)

SIGNED

STATES- NAMES DESIGNATION SIGNATURE
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Wednesday,

Today’s
flight schedule

Albarka Air

Lagos - Abuja 07:20

15:15

13:00

buja- Lagos 8:45a.m.

11:00

13:15

17:00

jMaiduguri - Abuja 06:50

Abuja - Maid 17:00

Lagos - Yola  1:00 p.m

Abuja - Yola 14:30

Yola - Abuja 15.30

Yola - Lagos  4:00 p.m
Chanchangi Airlines

Lagos - Abuj  8:15a.m

11:00a.m.

12:10p.m.

4:45p.m.

Kaduna - Lagos 8:30a.m.

P/H - Lagos  9:00a.m.

4:30p.m.

Abuja - Kaduna 2:30p.m.
Kaduna-Abuja 1:30p.m.

i IRS Airlines
CBQ -Abuja 8.00 am.
Abuja - Lagos 9:45a.m.
I Lagos - Kaduna 9:30a.m.
Kano - Lagos  7:30p.m.
Wigos - Kano 11:15a.m.

j (Kaduna - Lagos 11:00a.m.

Lagos - Abu/MM

2:30p.m.
Abuja - MM 1:45p.m.
MM - Abuja  3:45p.m.
Abuja - CB 5:15p.m.
Kano - Abuja  1:15p.m.
Abuja - Kano  2:30p.m.
Kano - Lagos  3:45p.m.
(Lagos - Kano  6:00p.m.
EAS Airlines
Lagos - Abuja  8:15p.m.
11:45a.m.
5:45p.m.
Abuja-Lagos 10:15a.m.
7:15p.m.
Lagos - Jos 11:45a.m.
Jos - Lagos 2:30pm.
pasabAirlines
Auja- Lagos 8:30am
Lagos-PHC 10:30am.
PHC-Lagos 12:30a.m.
Lagos-Kano 2:30p.m.
Kano - Lagos 4:30p.m.
Lagos-Abuja 6:30pm.
|ADC Airline
(Lagos-Abuja 7:15am.
12:45p.m.
Abuja-Lagos 8:55a.m
Lagos- Calabar  11:15am.

Calabar-Lagos *7:20am.

P/H - Lagos 9:45am.
(Lagos-sokoto 8:55a.m.
Sokoto-Lagos I1:55ajm

Most airlines operate the
sameflightschedule
on week days.

March 9, 2005

Daily Trust

Business Trust

"aw 17

Again, WAMZ shifts Eco deadline

ans for a new common
urrency shared by
Jive West African

countries are unlikely to be
ready by the targeted July
launch date, Charles Soludo,
governor of Nigeria’s central
bank, said last week.

The  West African
Monetary Zone (WAMZ) had
earlierfixed January 1,2005 for
the introduction of the
curency, but shifted the dealine
to July 1, this year.

Speaking to journalists in
London, he was reluctant to
prejudge the outcome of a
review, due in May, to assess
preparedness for the new
currency, the Eco.

But he said the five
countries in the West African
Monetary Zone, Nigeria,
Ghana, Sierra Leone, Guinea

and Gambia, with a combined
population of 170m would
probably have to fix a more
credible timetable. “From all
indications, at least from a
practical pointofview, itdoesn’t
seem you’re going to have the
Eco by July 1,” he said. The five
partners, initially with the
addition of Liberia, agreed on
the principle of a common
currency zone to promote
regional trade and growth five
years ago, but they missed their
original 2003 launch date.

The ultimate aim ofthe plan
is to merge the new zone with
the existing CFA franc monetary
union, which embraces eight
other, mostly French-speaking,
nations ofWest Africa. The CF
A franc is tied to the euro. The
details ofacombined 13-nation
zone have yet to be decided.

The naira currency had
appreciated in nominal terms by
3 per centagainst the dollar last
year, and the central bank had
accumulated a sufficient “war
chest” of reserves to keep
exchange rate fluctuations

withinaband ofplus orminus 3
per cent this year, he said. Mr.
Sohido said that time would be
needed to ordc* and, print the
new currency, which he
estimated would eost well over
$lbn (EU715m, £525m) to

produce. “Ifthat isthe case, who
pays the bill?” he asked.

“Itis still there on the table,
we’re still very much committed
to it. Everybody’s working hard
but we want the numbers to
add up,” Mr. Soludo said.

Obj tasks Afrexim Bank on African trade

resfiRHent o hyagir=«
Obasanjo on Monday

in Abuja urged the new
management of the African
Export-Import Bank
(AFREIMBANK) to boost the
level ofintra-African trade.

A statement signed by
Attah Esa said, receiving a
delegation of the bank led by
the out-going president, Mr.
Christopher Edordu and the in-
coming president, Mr. Jean
Ekra, at the State House,

FirstB ank
WsteMws| 1*84

pre5|dent Obggan jo tasked the new
leadership to set for itself “a target
by which you want to increase the
rate of trade among African coun-
triesand betweenAfricaandthe rest
oftheworld”

“While noting that more
opportunities existed for intra-
African trade than had been
exploitedbythe bank inthe past, the
President urged the incoming
leadership to work towards
achieving settargets,” the statement
said

FirstB ank

Annual Essay/Quiz

Com
G rand

Date:

Venue:

Time:

petitions

Finale

March 10, 2005

Agip Recital Hall,
Muson Centre, Onikan, Lagos

3,00 pm

Essay Competition Winners:
Otuyemisi Aina

4iilvV A
N 8O,
*JM IM

Winners of the Quiz Competition will
emerge on the same day and will be
presented at the Grand Finale

The out-going president of
AFRFXIMBANK Mr. Edoidu,
thanked President Obasanjo for
his support during his tenure
whichendson March 18, adding
that the bank had supported
Nigeriainthe oil, gas, powerand
aviation sectors among others.

The incoming president,
Mr. Ekra, an lvorian, thanked
President Obasanjo and Nigeria
for supporting his election fora
five-year tenure.

1,410 OAU, Ife-Ife
EfR fll Tochukwu Onyido
FUT, Minna
U Godwin Agada

Be part of this programme for the enthronement
of quality education in Nigeria

FirstBank

...truly the first
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British cosmetics coy — Mz
sets up plantin Nigeria

British-based cosm-
etics company is plan-
ning to establish a

plant in Nigeria to manu-
facture cosmetic products for
the black skin from natural
botanical extracts, the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
Ireports.

The company, “Radiant
IGlow”, is owned by a Nige-
lian. Mr Abiodun Olusesan
land was part of a trade
delegation from the London
Chambers ofCommerce.

Olusesan told NAN in
l.agos on Monday that the
products were being manu-
l'actured from natural ingre-
dients such as shea butter,
rape seed oil, vitamin E oil and
palm oil.

According to him, the
company is to be fully estab-
lished in N igeria by early 2006
and is setto exploit Nigeria’s
rich botanical base to manu-
facture the skin care prod-
ucts.

Olusesan noted that
because of Africa’s tropical
weather, Africans, especially
the females, spend as much
as 45 per centoftheir income
on skin products as comp-
ared with Europeans who
spend just about 15 percent.

He decried a situation,

Akwa

where people were spending
a lot of money on their skin
but were getting very little
from itas result ofthe use of
banned chemical products
that contain hydroquinone
and mercury “which are very
dangerous for the kin”.

He said that the cofhpany
would first establish its brand
and the people feel it for
about six months.

“Depending on the
response, we will ship the
consignments here through
local agents, which we hope
to secure during this
meeting,” Olusesan added.

He noted that local
representatives were key to
making the products known
in the country as well as
educating them on the impo-
rtance ofnatufal cosmetics as
against chemical-based ones.

Mr Sym Otike-Odibi,
whose legal firm was in
charge of registering “Rad-
iant Glow” with NAFDAC
and other relevant bodies,
said that the process would
be concluded in the next two
months.

Otike-Odibi added that a
machinery, including the
close monitoring of distrib-
utors, had been put in place
to forestall the activities of

Ibom

From Edet Ekanem, Stringer (Uyo)

? 1

‘The Akwa Ibom state House of Assembly will soon

I come up with a Bill to check the excesses of

companies that secretly come into the state to tap
resources from the state without paying for it.

ChiefAdasi Obolom, a member representating Eastern

Obolo Constituency in the Akwa Ibom state House of
Assembly who made the revelation yesterday in an
interview with Business Trust said Akwa Ibom state can no
longer tolerate, companies coming with the state to tap its
resources without paying for the resources on the excuse
that they do not have operational base in the state.

“This exploitative game will stop, ai*d we shall deal
decisively with these companies” he pledged Chief
Obolom, who is also the chairman of budget monitoring
committee in the state House of Assembly urged such
companies to register with the state without further delay
and share in the developmental process of the state
government.

AKIIPOC

r3'lhifee new members have been added to the existing
eleven members of the Akwa Ibom Industrial
Investment Promotion Council (AKIIPOC).

Inaugurating the reconstituted council at the executive
council chambers of his office, the state governor, Obong
Victor Attah, commended AKIIPOC for successfully
combining the roles of both the Nigerian Investment
Promotion Commission and that of the Bureau of Public
Enterprise (BPE).

Obong Attah explained that if government must
success, a body such as AKIIPOC was needed to help
define, prosecute and implementation its policies for the
overall benefit o fthe citizenry.

The governor explained that the increase in the council
membership was to ensure continuity of government
development policies and programmes as well as inject new
ideas and strengthen the council.

Trade Fair

he fourth ECOWAS trade fair is scheduled to hold
from the 22™ to 29*" of October this year in Lagos.
J. Aiccording to a press release signed by Marshall H.

a 25-membcr national organising committee (NOC) for the
fair was constituted and inaugurated by the minister of
commerce, Ambassador A. D. ldris Waziri on the 24t" of
May 2004.

The trade fair, which has hitherto been held every four
years - Senegal in 1995, Ghana in 1999 and Togo in 2003 -
will from now on be a bi-annual event, the statement said.

fakers, especially those who
might attempt to repackage
the products.

“The distributors are not
going to be more than two or
three for close monitoring
and feedback; we know the
task is daunting but we are
determined to succeed,” he
said.

The 10 range products
include botanical facial wash,
botanical facial toner, bota-
nical facial scrub, botanical
body lotion and botanical
exfoliating cleansing bar
soap.

’begin operations in
the country by the end of the
year, the managing director of
the Nigerian Export Proce-
ssing Zones Authority
(NEPZA) Mr Sina Agboluaje,
has said.

Agboluaje told the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) at
a forum in Abuja that at least
10 free trade zones have -so
far been licensed to operate
in the country.

While some have started
operating fully, others are at
various stages of constru-
ction with some already
admitting investors, he said.

Of that number, two out
of the three, owned 100 per

Tsunami, solid minerals
dominate mining confab

atural disasters and

olid mineral devel-

pment are some of
the core issues being discu-
ssed at 41st annual interna-
tional conference ofthe Nige-
rian Mining and Geosciences
Society (NMGS), tagged
“Eko 2005”

The conference, holding
at the Eko Hotel & Suites,
Victoria Island, Lagos, from
March 6th to 11“*has its
overall theme as “policy imp-
eratives for sustainable
devel-opment in the energy
and minerals sector.”

About 90 papers (from
the academia, professionals
in geosciences and mining,
investors in mineral and
energy sectors as well as
bureaucrats and top ranking
government officials), will be
delivered at the conference.
The papers cover five sub-
themes-coal mining, water
resources development, the
search for alternative fuel, in
the light of environmental

‘Why Nigerian
industries are
fast collapsing’

From Bukola Oladiji,
| Correspondent (Lagos)
IA g director general of
A Manufacturer Ass-
il f1Cciation of Nigeria
(MAN), Mr Jide A. Mike has
said that among the paramount
problems facing the manufa-
cturing sector in Nigeria is the
harsh operating conditions and
non-existent infrastructure.

Mr Mike said this at a media
luncheon held at the MAN
secretariat, Ikeja, Lagos recently.

He said the manufacturing
sector contributed 4.7 to gross
domestic product (GDP) in
2003, while industrial capacity
utilisation dropped to a paltry
48.8 per cent in 2003.

Mr Mike also said that 30
percent of industries in Nigeria
have closed shop while 60 per-
cent are ailing and only 10 per-
cent operate at sustainable level.

Apart from the incon-ducive
environment other problems that
hinder the development of the
manuf-acturing sector are
multiple taxation, shortage of
electricity supply, insecurity
amongst others.

He said Nigeria economy is
yet to be revived and the prob-
lems facing the manufacturing
sector is proving difficult to be
solved.

From Mohammed Shosanya,

Correspondent (Lagos)

degradation and soar-away
prices of hydrocarbons etc.

According to Mr Mac-
aulay Ofurhie, a geologist
who is director, Department
of Petroleum Resources
(DPR), as well as chairman of
the local organising com-
mittee for the conference, the
NMGS as the umbrella
organisation ofprofessionals
who deal with studies of the
earth, should be concerned
with disasters like the
Tsunami.
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NEPZA plans more
free trade zones

A. D Idris Weziri, Commerce Minister.
cent by the federal gove-
rnment including the Calabar
Free Trade Zone (CFTZ) and
the Onne Oil and Gas Free
Zone in Port Harcourt are
fully operational while the
Kano Free Trade Zone is still
under construction.

Free trade zones owned
by state governments
include Maigatari and Banki
border trade zones owned by
Jigawa and Borno state
governments respectively.

Others include Lekki free
trade zone owned jointly by
the federal and Lagos state
governments and Olokola,
owned by Ondo and Ogun
governments.

Others are Lekki Export
Processing Zone which is a
private initiative by Euroc-
hem of Singapore, Oil and
Logistics free zone owned by
a private developer, Sna'
Island free zone bein
sponsored by Niger Dock.

According to him, the
success recorded with the!
pioneer CFTZ and personal
efforts of president Olusegun
Obasanjo through his fore-
ign trips have had positive
impact on the development
ofthe free zone scheme in the
country.

Describing Obasanjo as
“our unpaid P.R.0.”, Agbol-
uaje said: “ we have benefited
a lot from such visits because
we have situations where the
President tells a company
come to Nigeria and locate in
the free zone.”

He said all the new upco-
ming free zones were as a
result of his canvassing and
marketing.

Agboluaje said that it is
only in the free zone that a
company could set up and
start operations within three
months due to the “one-stop”
processing arrangement pro-
vided by the scheme among
other attractive incentives.

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA
TENDER NOTICE

NIGERIAN TREASURY BILLS

Notice is hereby given by the Central Bank of Nigeria that 91-day Federal Government
ofNigeria Treasury Bills amounting to N40,000,000,000 will be issued by an auction-
based system on Thursday, 17/03/2005.

Interested Authorized Dealers (Commercial/Merchant Banks, Designated Discount
Houses and Brokers) arc invited to submit tenders to reach the Issues Office, Central
Bank of Nigeria, Lagos, not later than 1.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 15/03/2005.

Each tender must be in multiple of N 1,000 subject to a minimum of N 10,000 per
tender. Authorized Dealers are allowed to submit multiple bids and quote multiple
rates. A tender may be for own account of Authorized Dealers or made on behalf of

interested members of the public, who are advised to apply to their banks or Brokers

for the Bills.

Tenders for the Bills should be submitted on the prescribed printed forms in duplicate
and in sealed envelopes clearly marked “TENDER FOR BILLS”. The result of the
tender will the announced before the close of business on Wednesday, 16/03/2005.
The Bank reserves the right to reject any tender in part or in full.

Allotment letters will be issued to successful tenderers on Thursday, 17/03/2005.

Payment in full for the amount of the accepted tenders must be made to the Central
Bank ofNigeria not later than 1.30 p.m. on the issue date 17/03/2005 This will normally
be effected by direct debit to the accounts of the affected Authorized Dealers which
should ensure dial their accounts with the Bank are adequately funded for this purpose.

ISSUES OFFICE

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA

TINUBU SQUARE
LAGOS
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Qil price slips but holds above $53

il prices eased yesterday as US crude stocks looked
et to rise for the fourth week in a row, but held above
$53 on growing signals thmt OPEC was unlikely to
boost output to tackle soaring energy bills
US light crude traded down 57 cents at $53.32 a barrel as
dealers snapped up profits after Monday’s $53.89 close the
mjpighest in four months.
London’s Brent crudc fell 67 cents to $51.42 a barrel.
Iran’s Oil Minister Bijan Zanganeh was the latest to say
the cartel had little room for manoeuvre ahead ofa March 16
me@i g to “euss production in the Iranian city of Isfahan
The most OPEC can do in Isfahan is roll over proauctior
tor a short period and to have another extraordinary
’Bijan Zanganeh told a news conference in Tehran

meeting,
yesterday.
Venezuela, Qatar and Alger ave II come out agalnst
If&ino nutnuf’ n 0
al

were high, the market was well-supplied.

A foreign afTairs adviser to Saudi Crown Prince Abdullah
said on Monday prices should come down somewhat from
current levels, but added that expecting a significant drot)<
was unrealistic.

“Everybody realizes that at this level OPEC can’t really
do anything, they are still afraid that the market isn’t really

in Tokyo ~ A unan’a manager at Mitsubishi Corp.

The group is usually reluctant to raise output ahead of

(he second quarter because the end of the northernl

hemisphere winter spells a slowdown in demand, while the
summer driving season has yet to kick off.
Nigeria has called on other producers to help cut
excessive” prices. OPEC is already producing some 630,000
barrels per day (bpd) above its 27 million bpd limit, a Reuters
survey showed.

Claims by some OPEC members that the market’s supply-
demand balance is healthy are likely to get backing from US
data this week, which is expected to show a 1.7-million-barrel
increase in crude inventories.

The US Energy Information Administration releases its
weekly inventory report at 10:30 a.m. EST on Wednesday.

If the forecasts from a Reuters poll of nine analysts are
on target, it would mark the fourth consecutive week that

«frude stocks have risen and would put total US commercial i
inventories at more than 300 million barrels.

Martha Stewards returns to work

hundred
a cross-
»»C mci uuring nve months in
federal pnson will be reflected in her company.

Stewart said on her first day back at work Monday that
Martha Stewart LivingOmnimedia Inc. has focused too much
in.the past on technical aspects ofentertaining and cooking
g{]hdernot enough on why people need to take care of each

“We’re going to deepen our bond with the millions who
read our publications and watch our television programs ”j
Stewart said. ‘We’re going to engage and inspire new
readers and new viewers for whom these topics may have-!
seemed alien, unfamiliar or even — believe it or not
superficial.”

As ifto confirm her new down-to-earth image, Stewart
pulled out a much-photographed poncho she wore when
released from prison on Friday, saying itdid not come from
a fancy store, but was crochcted by a fellow inmate.
m “Thenight before I left she handed me this... and said

Wear it m good health, ”” Stewart said. “I hope she isreading
the news and looking at television because I’'m so proud of

Whether or not Stewart has emerged from prison a

changed woman may not matter as far as her company goes :

observers said. They said the new strategy is brilliant for
turning around Stewart’s multimedia empire, which has
struggled with a string of losses and sales declines since
g\ael\évs surfaced in June 2002 about her questionable stock

A?r, Prison experience can be used as a new and
powerful brand asset,” said John Barker, president of DZP

Marketing Communications, based in New York “What5
pnson has done is to make her more fallible. There is this:

opportunity to make Martha more approachable more
empathetic.”

Company officials declined to comment 6n the details of
the new approach.

Barker said Martha Stewart Living previously focused
on functional benefits in its editorial content, buthas become
more aware ofthe “emotional power of the brand.”

Stewart’s prison experience lras made her “start to
understand the real struggles that people have in their lives ”
he said.

C Britt Beemer, chairman ofAmerica’s Research Group
based in Charleston, S.C., agreed.

“America is going to find out that they are going to see
a new Martha that is more humble, more caring and more
understanding of the American female,” Beemer said. “I
would say it is a very clever transformation of a business
con into areal person with feelings ”

Daily Trust
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140 million chip andpin cards are being issued by UK banks

UK card fraud rises above £500m

ne hundred and
fourty million (140)
chip and pin cards are

being issued by banks fraud
invo-lving credit and debit
cards rose by a fifth to £504.8
million last year, a bank
payment body has said.

Much ofthe rise was due
to an increase in crime
involving cards lost or stolen
in the post, the Association
ofPayment Clearing Services
(Apacs) said.

Banks are replacing 140
million cards with new chip
and pin cards, but Apacs said
some of these were falling
into the hands of fraudsters.

Apacs also said that inte-
rnet scams cost UK cons-
umers £12 million in 2004.

It is the first time that
Apacs has put a figure on the
amount ofmoney consumers
are losing through phishing
scams and computer viruses
which can capture security
details through keystroke
logging.

Overall, the biggest types
of fraud were ‘card not pres-
ent’ fraud and counterfeit
cards. Together, the two
accounted for more than half
the total fraud level.

Apacs hope’that the
rising tide of UK fraud will be
stemmed by chip and pin
technology.

Chip and pin cards aim to
cut fraud by including a smart
chip, which can store more
information than the usual
magnetic strips, and also by
having users verify transa-
ctions by keying in a pin
number rather than signing a
receipt.

France pioneered the
technology more than 10
years ago - reportedly cutting
fraud by almost 50 percent as
a result.

Latest figures show more
than 90 million new cards
have been sent out, with 50
million more cards due to be
sent out later this year.

However, the roll-out of
chip and pin seems to have

j

been at least partly respon- j

sible for the upturn in fraud j g,

during 2004.

The cost of crime invol-
ving cards lost or stolen in
the post increased by 62
percent, from £45.1m in 2003
to £72.9m in 2004.

“There are 100,000 cards
a day being sent out through
chip and pin roll-out and

some ofthese have inevitably
found their way into the
hands of the fraudsters,” Sa-
ndra Quinn, Apacs spokes-
woman, told BBC News.
But, according to Ms
Quinn, card fraud would be
much more prevalent ifit had
not been for the introduction

of chip and pin.

“We estimate that if we
had not rolled out chip and
pin card fraud would rise to
£800m this year,” she said.

Apacs is advising cardh-
olders to check their account
regularly in order to spot
bogus transactions.

Boeing CEO ‘“flies’ Into sex storm

B BeiAg hHS sdkEd e

chiefexecutive Harry
; '‘Stonecipher after an
inquiry into “a personal
relationship” between him
and a female co-worker.

Harry Stonecipher took
over as Boeing chief in late
2003 . The company said it
had asked for and received
his resignation on Sunday,
describing his actions as
“inconsistent with Boeing’s
code of conduct”.

The US aerospace giant
said that chief financial
officer James Bell would
replace him on an interim
basis.

Mr Stonecipher, 68, had
been appointed chief exec-
utive in December 2003.

His predecessor Phil
Condit had resigned in 2003
in amove aimed at drawing a
line under anumber ofbusin-

ess scandals at the firm.

Mr Stonecipher, a mar-
ried-father-of-two, was form-
erly the head of McDonnell
Douglas.

Boeing shares closed
trading on Monday down 8
cents at $58.30.

In a statement Boeing
said Mr Stonecipher’s relatio-
nship had been with an exec-
utive who “did not report
directly to him”.

The CEO must set the
standard for unimpeachable
professional and personal
behaviour

However, the board deter-
mined that he had breached
the firm’s code of conduct.

“The board concluded the
facts reflected poorly on
Harry’sjudgement and would
impair his ability to lead the
company,” said Lew Platt,
Boeing’s chairman.

Boeing CEO, Harry Stonecipher.

“The CEO must set,the
standard for unimpeachable
professional and personal
behaviour and the board
determined this was the right
and necessary decision
under the circumstances.”

He had received anon-
ymous information, which
had also been sent to the
firm’s “legal and ethics
leaders, 10 days ago.

“The investigation deter-
mined the relationship was
consensual and had no effect
on the conduct of the com-
pany’s business,” said Mr
Platt.

On Friday, the US Air
Force lifted a 20-month ban
that prevented Boeing from
bidding for its satellite-
launching contracts.

Boeing was in July 2003
suspended from bidding
after it was found' to have
illegally obtained documents
from its rival Lockheed
Martin.

Mr Stonecipher’s predec-
essor resigned as a result of
the contracting scandals that
led to two Boeing executives
receivingjail terms.

Analysts said US corp-
orate boards have been:
taking a more active role in
dealing with employee beha-
viour in recent years.

“This speaks to indisc-I
retions on the partofthe CEO,!
\tfnich is inconsistent with
where Boeing has to be,” said:
Joseph Battipaglia at Ryan,
Beck & Co.

“Boeing has clearly been
under a microscope so any
variation whether vis a vis
government contract, or
third-party dealing or even
personal dealing would no
be tolerated.”
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I1ST-TIER SECURITIES

COMPANY NAME
AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED

THE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY PLC
PRESCO PLC.

Sector Totals

AIRLINES

AVIATION DEVELOPMENT COMPAQ PLC.

Sector Totals

AUTOMOBILE & TYRE
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC.

R. T. BRISCOAE PLC.

Sector Totals

BANKING

ACB INTERNATIONAL BANK. PLC
ACCESS BANK PLC
AFR1BANK NIGERIA PLC.
FIRST ALTLANT1C BANK PLC
CHARTERED BANK PLC

COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT BANK. PLC.

EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.

FSB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
GUARANTY TRUST BANK PLC.

GULF BANK OF NIGERIA PLC

INTERNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK PLC.

INLAND BANK (NIGERIA) PJX.

INTERCONTINENTAL BANK?PLC.

LION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.
MANUFACTURERS BANK NIGERIA PLC.
NAL BANK PLC.

OCEANIC BANK PLC
STANDARD TRUST BANK PLC
TRANS INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.
TRADE BANK PLC.

UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC.
UNIVERSAL TRUST BANK PLC
WEMA BANK PLC.

ZENITH BANK PLC
Sector Totals

BREWERIES
CHAMPION BREWERIES PLC.
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC.

JOS INTERNATIONAL BREWRIES PLC.
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC.

Sector Totals

BUILDING MATERIALS
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC.

BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC.
CEMENT CO. OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC
WEST AFR. PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC.
Sector Totals
CHEMICAL & PAINTS
AFRICAN PAINTS (NIGERIA) PLC.

BERGER PAINTS PLC.

CAP PLC.

D. N. MEYER PLC.

NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC.
Sector Totals

CONGLOMERATES
A. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC.

C F A O NIGERIA PLC.

CHELLARAMS PLC.

UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC.

P. Z. INDUSTRIES PLC.

U.A.C.NIGERIA PLC.

U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC.

Sector Totals

CONSTRUCTION
ICAPALBETO
ICOSTAIN (W.A.) PLC.
jJULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC.

Sector Totals

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY

NIGERIAN WIRE AND CABLE PLC.

I Sector Totals
"FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
17-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC

CADBURY NIGERIA PLC.

IFLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC.

P. S. MANDRIDES & COMPANY PLC. 1
INIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC.
INESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC.
| NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC.
i Sector Totals
JHEALTHCARE
EKOCORP PLC.

'EVANS MEDICAL PLC.

MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC.
iNEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC
PHARMA-DEKO PLC.
jJGLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIG. PLC
I Sector Totals

INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
i NIGERIA ENAMELWARE COMPANY PLC.
i FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC.
B.0.C. GASES PLC.
jVITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC.

I Sector Totals

IINSURANCE

I'ACEN INSURANCE COMPANY PLC
jJAIICO INSURANCE PLC.

I CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC.
i LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC.
i LINKAGE ASSURANCE PLC

:MUTUAL BENEFITS ASSURANCE PLC
iN.E.M. INSURANCE CO. (NIG.) PLC.
:NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC.
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC.

ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC.
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE
UN1C INSURANCE PLC.

WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC.
Sector Totals

MANAGED FUNDS

C & | LEASING PLC.

Sector Totals

PACKAGING

BETA GLASS COMPANY PLC.

STUDIO PRESS (NIGERIA) PLC.
Sector Totals
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)

AFROIL PLC.

AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC.
ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC.

MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC.

CONOIL PLC.

TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC.

TOTAL NIGERIA PLC

OANDO PLC.

Sector Totals

PRINTING & PUBLISHING

DAILY TIMES PLC.

Sector Totals

REAL ESTATE

UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC.
Sector Totals

TEXTILES
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THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE
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16.99
9.40

1.00

4.23
79.99
3.80
36.00

22.70
4.35
7.10
10.00

0.98
4.35
1.71
15.76
1011
14.17
101

7.25
0.98
15.55

23.49
50.00
16.61
8.00
51.00
142.50
15.00

0.60
1.66
1.40
1.25
141

0.93

0.76

2.88
1.97

2.91

0.70

0.92
2.67

1.38

3.87
1.62

0.75
50.50
2.04
165.99
105.30
150.00
173.00
90.00

8.22

QUANTITY TRADED

50,078
42,954
93,032

21,000
21,000

145,791
8,672
154,363

500
275,773
2,386,035
6,769
37.519.000
3,265
1,519,924
99.851
2,503,714
100.000
1,361,951
1,780,500
135.000
177.000
85.000
14,063
119.851
20,365
9,577

300
158,518
1,010,681
463,31 1
231,202
3,113,295
53,106,445

7.600
801,654
1.600
783,602
1,594,456

547,413
2,013,196
222,364
248,135
3,031,108

f
2,000
49,233
15,622
13,331
13.000
93,186

127
34,359
21.500
381,476
847,569
652.140
100.000
2,037,171

291
2,333,628
2,341
2,336,260

15.140
15.140

101,443
191,785
193,636
600
359,669
97,798
23,450
968,381

108,587
638,376
5,633
159,512
12,493
135,672
1,060,273

5.150
18.150
3,050
309,553
335,903

2,000
147.000
112
7,800
43,451
10,004
1.500
103,179
2,620
80,205
4.000
30.500
84.500
516,871

20.700
20.700

5.000
994.000
999.000

1.000
414,600
72.500
73,384
67,844
4,754
27,681
174,983
836,746

100,000
100,000

47.500
47.500

reportASAT TUESDAY, MARCH 8,2005

VALUE OF SHARES

849,782.00
404,719.18
1,254,501.18

21,000.00
21,000.00

269.702.80
45,194.32
314,897.12

470.00
943,143.66
15,819,412.05
37.510.00
26,399.10
27,388,870.00
7,378.90
34,922,632.81
117.478.65
22,609,759.02
46.000.00
765,247.23
2.303.850.00
1.054.350.00
104.430.00
100.300.00
39,376.40
594,902.45
150.904.65
14,652.81
405.00
1.585.180.00
19,343,538.90
310.400.94
908,623.86
42,554,018.01
171,749,234.44

32.148.00
64.121,975.40
6,080.00
27,960,400.15
92,120,603.55

12,472,038.27
8,554,763.40
1,544.785.20
2,478,301.91
25,049,888.78

960.00
225.134.95
107,933.30
63,733.35
49.400.00
447.161.60

124.46
150.849.60
36.765.00
5.834.001.97
8,521,952.27
9.240.823.80
101.000.00
23.885.517.10

2,109.75
2,286,955.44
36,402.55
2.325.467.74

11.225.20
11.225.20

2.264.435.75
9,647,299.46
3,216,293.96
4.800.00
17.890.203.11
13,867,747.69
351.750.00
47.242.529.97

78,182.64
1,799,724.80
28,728.30
454,609.20
51,096.37
1,108,968.48
3,521,309.79

17.510.00
17,267.50
8,936.50
925.428.46
969.142.46

1,200.00
237,230.37
156.80
9.750.00
61,285.91
9,303.72
1.140.00
299,057.42
5,161.40
247,373.22
2.800.00
28,060.00
223,319.21
1,125,838.05

28.766.00
28.766.00

19.350.00
1,610,280.00
1,629,630.00

750.00
21,467,889.41
147.900.00
12,146,945.45
6,938,135.78
723,877.80
4,772,641.95
15,5650,013.37
61,748,153.76

69.000.00
69.000.00

387.230.00
387.230.00

TOp 10 TRADES YESTERDAY

SYMBOL VOLUME VALUE TRADES
UBN 1.010.681.00 19,343,538.90 355
IMB 1.361.951.00 765,247.23 23
FIRSTBANK 1.519.924.00 34,922,632.81 539
INLANDBANK  1.780.500.00 2303.850.00 8
BCC 2.013.196.00 8,554,763.40 9
COSTAIN " 2.633.628.00 2,286,955.44 2
AFR1BANK 2.386.035.00 15,819,412.05 55
GUARANTY  >2,503.714.00 22,609,759.02 289
ZENITHBANK  3.113.295.00 42,554,018.01 154
COOPDEV 37,519,000.00 27.388.870.00 4

TOP 10 GAINERS

SYMBOL LASICLQSE YESTERDAV'SCLOSE CHANCE
MOBIL 164.00 165.99 +1.99
UNIPETROL 88.50 90.00 +1.50
NB 35.06 36.00 +0.94
OKOMUOIL 16.20 16.99 +0.79
LEVBROS 15.01 15.76 +0.75
NOLCHEM 104.55 105.30 40.75
7UP 22.94 23.49 +0.55
UAC-PROP 7.83 8.22 +0.39
CCNN 6.85 7.10 +025
* BCC 415 435 +0.20
TOP 10 LOSERS
SYMBOL LASTCIOSE ~ YESTERDAYSC3jOSE  CHANGE
AP 53.01 50.50 251
NBC 52.01 51.00 -1.01
NNFM 15.78 15.00 -0.78
CADBURY 50.51 50.00 -051
NESTLE 143.01 142.50 -051
PRESCO 9.89 9.40 -0.49
CAP 7.00 6.65 -0.35
ASHAKACEM 23.00 Z2129.330 8§g
OCEANIC 5.18 ) -0.
PZ 10.30 01 -0.19

LSE board meets after D. Boerse scraps bid

T  he London Stock Exchange board met on Monday to urgently
review its options after Deutsche Boerse scrapped a 1.3 billion j
pound ($2.5 billion) takeover plan, and with Euronext yet to ]

bid after weeks in the wings.

Shares in LSE, Europe’s largest equity market, slumped on the ;
Deutsche Boerse news, while Euronext stock hit a lifetime high, j
Deutsche Boerse gave up early gains.

The LSE declined to comment on the Deutsche Boerse
withdrawal, and a source familiar with the situation said the LSE
board was meeting to discuss developments. “The meeting is |
ongoing,” the source said.

The cross-border exchange Euronext said it had taken note ot |
Deutsche Boerse’s withdrawal but did not wish to comment at this |
S'tages'ources familiar with the situation said Euronext, which had j
said it could make an offer for the LSE that would generate far more
synergies than Deutsche Boerse’s, would wait for an LSE statement
before making its next move known. i

Euronext and Deutsche Boerse had both been examining the
LSE’s books, but the former has not yet indicated how much it
might be prepared to pay for a tie-up with the 300-year-old London
exchange

An%lysts speculated the LSE may now have to accept a lower
price than the 530 pence per share Deutsche Boerse had offered ifit |
wants to strike a takeover deal at all.

“Shareholders of Deutsche Boerse and Euronext have shown
this weekend that they are clearly'opposed to paying the price that
LSE shareholders want,” said analyst Thomas Nagtegaal at Rabo
Securities. “The LSE now has to calculate its chances of ever being
taken over at a higher price.”

He noted although Euronext shareholders have not made any
public comment, many Deutsche Boerse shareholders also held
stakes in Euronext. .

At stake was a battle for dominance of Europe’s share markets
that would set the winner up as second in size to the New York
Stock Exchange.

LSE shares had dropped 7 percent to 500.75p by 1200 GMT as
investors started to bet that Euronext would come up with a lower

er.
Deutsche Boerse said however, it reserved the right to make a
new bid if Euronext or a another party announced an offer.

Revenue boss wants expatriates to pay tax

e chairman ofthe Joint Tax Board (JTB) Ms Ifiieko Omoigui,
has criticised the practice oftaxmg members of the expatriate
community in Nigeria on “deemed income.”

“The practice of taxing expatriates on deemed income will be
discouraged as much as possible,” Omoigui said at the opening of
the 110thmeeting of the Joint Tax Board today in Abuja

The News Agency of Nigeria (NAN) reports that t e chairmen.
Board of Internal Revenue from the 36 states, constitute the Joint
Tax Board. . . . .

“We shall strive towards assessing them appropriately and in
accordance with existing laws,” Omoigui said.

Omoigui, who also is also heads the Federal Inland Revenue
Service (FIRS), said that the existing practice of taxing expatriates
on deemed income had sentwrong signals about Nigeria s tax system.

Stressing that the practice must be discouraged, she called on
the nation’s tax bodies to ensure that members of the expatriate
community in the country were appropriately taxed.

“I have asked the Immigration Services to supply the necessary
information on expatriate community residing and doing business in
Nigeria to the Joint Tax Board Secretariat,” she said.

The chairman also stressed the need for members of the JTB to
enforce payment of Value Added Tax (VAT) in their various states
and local government councils.

“Request for evidence of VAT payment (and Income Tax
Clearance) as you register vehicles, change ownership or stamp
documents presented for stamp duty she said.

“This will go a long way to ease compliance with the VATAct
she added

Omoigui told the meeting that she had informed president
Olusegun Obasanjo on the need to establish a Tax Academy in Nigeria



Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Daily Trust

Page 21

NATIONAL DA'WAH CO-ORDINATING COMMITTEE
ABUJA NATIONAL MOSQUE ABUJA, NIGERIA

Olbasanjo’s W ar Against Jsilam

e, the representatives of Islamic, organizations indicated below, would like to draw the
attention of the people of this country to unpatriotic, unjust, ill-conceived, ill-motivated,
ill-advised and anti-Islamic composition of the National Political Reform Conference
inaugurated by President Obasanjo on Mqgpday, 21dofFebruary 2005. In the circumstance, we would
like to state our strong feelings, reservations and disgust and that of other millions of Nigerian Muslims
whom we represent.

It is most unfortunate and most uncharitable for a man who wishes to be seen as the father ofthe
new Nigeria and who had been carrying out reforms both political and economic to go out of his way

w

JAkpxhibit, in a crude and insensitive manner, his Christian bigotry in a way that can lead to chaos and
-AParchy inthis country. For President Olusegun Obasanjo to so constitute the national Confab, which

he said was to cool the nerves of the various aggrieved stakeholders , in a way that blatantly
disregards the religious character of the nation, quite oblivious of the sentimental disposition ofthe
Muslims who incontrovertibly constitute the majority in thm country is most disturbing.

This is a great affront on Islam and the Muslims. To have appointed Justice Niki Tobi, a Christian
deacon from the South-South, as the chairman and Mathew Hassan Kukah, a catholic reverend father
from the North, where the predominating culture is Islamic as secretary is completely out of order.
This is inspite of the advice of many Muslim governors, PDP chieftains, religious leaders and even the
press when the rumor gained currency that these two Christians were to head the conference and
another Christian to head the secretariat of the confab.

The purpose ofthis press briefing is to let the world know that President Obasanjo’s Christianisation
agenda may lead to the end ofthis country if nothing is done to call him to order. It also meant to focus
the searchlight on this odious trend which did not start with the composition of the National Confab
buéI t]g_as been the trend since the beginning of his second time in office. And we shall provide the facts
and figures.

When Obasanjo constituted the cabinet for his second term in office, he appointed 42 ministers
out of whom only 16 were Muslims and 26 were Christians. In the whole of Kwara, Kogi, South West,
South East and South South, there was not a single Muslim

No. of Christians 26 No. of Muslim 16
Percentage of Christians 61.9% Percentage of Muslims 38.1%
No. of Special Advisers and aides 60

No. of Christians 47 No. of Muslims 13
Percentage of Muslims 21.7% Percentage of Christians 78.3%

It was only when the National Council of Muslim Youth Organizations (NACOMY O) protested
that Engr. Bashir Awotorebo was appointed from Osun State; and today he is the only Muslim in the
Cabinet from the southern part of Nigeria, Kwara, Kogi inclusive.

Inthe list of Special Advisers and Aides there was not a single Muslim from the South West, South
East and South South, whereas he could manage to appoint Christians from Muslims dominated areas
like Bomo, Bauchi and Kaduna States.

We should also not forget that when President Obasanjo constituted the Oputa Panel he rode
roughshod over the Muslims by appointing Justice Chukwudifu Oputa, a Christian as chairman, Rev.
Father Hassan Kukah as secretary, and most of the panelists were also Christians but nobody raised
a finger of protest. This must have emboldened the President to continue his Muslims cleansing
agenda unabated.

Using Christians to Replace Muslims and Christians to Replace Christians: After Obasanjo
realised that the leadership ofthe Muslim community have been sufficiently caged and had capitulated
to his autocracy, the trend started that when a Muslim is removed, replaced or retired from a public
office he is automatically replaced by a Christian and when a Christian is removed, another Christian
is waiting in the wings to replace him or her. A few examples will suffice:

When M. Nasiru el-Rufai was appointed a Minister and had toleave theBureau for
Enterprises he was replaced by Dr. Julius Bala a Christian.

When Alh. Ibrahim Mohammed Jarma retired as Comptroller of Prisons he was replaced by Mr.
Sam Akpe a Christian.

When Alhaji Aminu Dabo was removed as the boss of Nigeria Port Authority, he was replaced by
Mr. Bayo Sarumi a Christian.

When Alhaji Ahmed Mustafa retired as the Comptroller of Customs he was replaced by Mr. John
Gyam Buba a Christian.

When Alhaji Bello Sulayman was removed as Managing Director National Electric Power Authority
he was replaced by Mr. Joseph Makoju a Christian

When Alhaji Ballama Manu was removed as the Director Generalof Federal InlandRevenue
Board, he was replaced by Ms Ifueko Omoigui a Christian.

When Alhaji Mahe Rasheed against the recommendation of the Board of Central Bank was not
allowed to have a second term as Deputy Governor; he was replaced by one Mrs.Wahir Mshelia a
Christian. When Alhaji Rilwan Lukman voluntarily retired as special adviser on petroleum he was
replaced by Chief Edmund Daukoro a Christian.

Now let us examine the religious persuasion ofthose who have been replacing Christians removed
in the like maiwer. When Chief Sunday Oluwole Oduyemi retired as Deputy of Governor of Central
Barllk anr?_ther Christian Mr. Tunde Lemo, former Managing Director of Wema Bank was brought in to
replace him.

When ChiefJoseph Sanusi after a meritorious service retired as the Governor of Central Bank,
another Christian Professor Charles Soludo replaced him. Soludo himselfwas Economic Adviser to the
President before he was appointed as Governor of Central Bank. So, when he went to the Central Bank
the popular beliefwithin the banking industiy was that one Alhaji Tajudeen Adeola, one of the most
successful bankers in the country, will be appointed in his place. Alas, his Muslim background proved
the albatross. Professor Ade Ojowu, another Christian, came in as Economic Adviser instead.

When Lady Nwizu Comptroller of Immigration Services died, all the Muslims who were next to
her were retired and one Chukwuma Udeh was recently appointed to take her place.

When Dr. Jackson Obaseki was removed as Managing Director of NNPC Dr. Funso Kupolokun,
another Christian was brought in.

When Mr. Ferdinard Agu, a Christian, was removed as Director General of National Maritime
Authority, he was replaced by Festus Ugwu, another Christian.

Just last week the President inaugurated the board ofthe newly created Board for Universal Basic
fEdlijcation, of the 10 members 6 are Christians and the chairman is also a Christian. The list is as
ollows:-

Professor Anezi Okoro (Christian) Chairman

Barrister Boluwaji Kunlere (Christian)

Public

Professor Egu Egiru (Christian)
Dr. O. M. Ekennia (Christian)

Mrs. Eme Ekaette (Christian) \ Mrs. N. Nwabueze (Christian)
Alh. N. Gambo (Muslim) ' Hajia Tome Ibrahim (Muslim)
Alh. Aliyu Shika (Muslim) j Alh. Mohammed Azare (Muslim)

Armed Forces: The Muslim cleansing phen< menon inthe army was one ofthe first hurriedly conceived
and executed plots in the Islamphobia pfo ect of the Obasanjo administration in his first term. He
knew that there was a preponderance of pbl tical soldiers among the Muslims and so came out with a
policy of retiring all soldiers who had held) political offices. Due to the frustration of all Nigerians
during the military interregnum, many Nigerians including the Muslims applauded the move oblivious
ofthe fact that it was a sectarian agenda concocted to flush Muslims out ofthe Armed Forces. It was
a Christian Baptist President who was giving Muslims the baptism of fire. Initially, all the service
chiefs were Christians except Alhaji Tafa Balogun, the erstwhile police chief, who had been used and
dumped into the dust bin of history.

So, today the chiefofArmy Staff, chiefofNaval Staff, Air Force and Police are all Christian. Every
Sunday, the president’s service at the Aso rock chapel is beamed live on NTA Network free of charge.
No Muslim president had ever shown live on television his worship at National Mosque. This is

injustice of the highest order being perpetrated by our bom again President
1

The CONFAB and the Grand Design Against Islam: With the statistics of the Christianisation
project the composition of tke Confab is another deliberate attempt to give the Christians an unjust
edge over the Muslims. Let us look at the list and see how it was tilted in favour of Christendom.

Out of the 393 members, 233 are Ghristians and 160 are Muslims. Christians therefore have 73
more members than Muslims. Among the members npminated by the President there are 20 Muslims
and 37 Christians, which means 70% are Christians and 3t)% Muslims. Recently, he hominated four
youths to join the Confab. (Three Christians and ontj Muslim)

Not a single Muslim from the South-East or South-South was found appointable by the president,
\évhereas there are Christians appointed from the Muslim-dominated areas of Gombe, Kaduna and

omo.

Is it not mind-boggling that in order to do some so-called balancing, the president appointed an 80
year-old man, Alhaji Sule Katagum as deputy chairman and one Mr. Sylvester Akinloye Arikawe
another Christian from Ondo State as deputy secretary? It therefore means that out of 4 principal
officers ofthe confab 3 are Christians and only one—an octogenarian—is Muslim.

In the whole North it is unthinkable that the president can not find a Muslim with the capability
ofbeing the Secretary ofthe Confab; and it is impossible that in the whole of the South-South he can
not'find a Muslim who can be made the chairman of the Confab.

From the grapevine, we have heard that some foreign powers have a secret pact with President
Obasanjo that no Muslim should ever rule Nigeria again. Part ofthe plan is to give the impression that
Muslims are in the minority in Nigeria and therefore should not lord it over the Christian majority.
With the Christians occupying strategic positions in the country and Christians being majority in the
Confab it.would go a long to give the impression that Christians are in the majority.

That is why we were not surprised when the secretary of Christian Association ofNigeria (CANX
Northern State wing Elder Saidu Dogo, as reported in the TheSun newspaper of 21-February 2005,
said that the composition of the confab is a reflection of the Christian majority of the country. We are
watching and waiting to see how the political process will be manipulated to allow for a Christian
president come 2007.

Our Line of Action: It would be fool hardy to expose all our plans to restore the image ofthe Muslim
Ummabh and confront this hydra-headedly stubborn President in a press conference like this. However,
some aspects of our approach to the problem could be stated here.

Firstly, we appeal to His Eminence Alhaji Muhammadu Maccido, the Sultan of Sokoto, who is the
leader ofthe Muslim Ummah in Nigeria, to call on all the Muslim members at the confab to withdraw
if, within one week, the lopsidedness in the composition of members and leadership ofthe confab is
not redressed by the President.

Secondly, we shall form a formidable vanguard that will go to the grassroots to sensitise the
Muslims about the goings-on as regards the grand design to perpetually reduce the Muslims to the
flotsam and jetsam of the Nigerian society.

Thirdly, we shall constitute a powerful prayer group that will, from next week, continuously pray
for victory of the Muslims over the surreptitious attempt by the undisguised enemies to undermine
the interest of the noble religion.

As some interest groups in Nigeria are planning their own confab, if the Muslims in the present
confab refuse to withdraw, and the lopsidedness against Islamic interest is not redressed, we shall,
insha Allah, convoke a Muslim confab to chart out a course ofaction, both short-term and long- term,
against the annihilation of Islam from the country.

Conclusion: Inview ofthe absolute aggressiveness and utmost relentlessness by which the Obasanjo
administration is pursuing its undeclared Muslim cleansing policy, posterity will not forgive any
Muslim who refuses to fight the odious trend. And it is obvious even to the blind that Obasanjo is
perpetrating this religious injustice in order to create anarchy, chaos and religious upheaval so that
2007 would not be a reality and he would have the excuse to carry out his ambition to tenaciously
remain in office.

The committed Muslim would fight this with the last blood in their veins. Is it not better to d\e
than to be made a slave or play the second fiddle or worst be made a second class citizen in your own
country? It is a tragedy ofno mean dimension that a man who all Nigerians thought would be a father
figure like Mahatma Gandhi of India has become a terror, a pseudo democrat and a despotic ruler bent
on destroying the legacy of the Founding Fathers of this potentially great nation.

We would like to state without the least fear of being contradicted that there is no problem
between the Muslims and the Christians ofthis country. This had always been the case and it became
indubitably clear when Christians, fully aware ofthe Muslim-Muslim ticket, still voted overwhelmingly
for Alhaji Moshood Abiola during the June 12, 1993 election. It is the politicians and Obasanjo in
particular who always employ religion as a means ofachieving their political goals, irrespective ofthe
bloodletting that comes in the wake of such manipulation. Our quarrel is with them and not with our
peace-loving Christian compatriots.

It is cynical inthe extreme to sacrifice the unity ofthis great country in order to generate sectarian
support for a bankrupt regime. Muslims are in danger of becoming an endangered species unless we
rise and act fast. Otherwise, it will get to the stage where you may have to hide your Islamic identity
or convert to Christianity out rightly before you can get your legitimate rights acknowledged in
Nigeria. Insha Allah, this country will survive and the enemies of peace will be shamed.

(SIGNED)

Is’haq Kunle Sanni

g\lational Coordinator, National Council of Muslim Youth Organisations, NACOMY O)
cting Coordinator
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PEOPLESDEMOCRATICPARTY(PDP). wk

POWER TO THE PEOPLE
Motto: Justice, Unity and Progress | U

f i
National Secretariat: Plot 1970, Wadata Plaza, Micheal Okpara Street, Wuse Zone 5,Abuja. Tel: 0975232569,5233429, Fax 09:5231299

*

NOTICE OF 25™ NEC MEETING

The National Chairman, Senator Dr. Amadu A. Ali hereby
Invites all members ofthe National Executive Committee
(NEC) ofthe Peoples Democratic Party to ameeting on
Thursday, 10th March, 2005.

VENUE: PDP National Secretariat Zone 5, Abuja

TIME: 1:00 pm

All NEC members must endeavour to attend, please.

PRINCE VINCENTIOG&ULAFOR, OFR
National Secretary \

\
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FEDERAL MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
NATIONAL INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT AGENCY (NITDA)

PLOT 695, Port-Harcourt Crescent, Area 11 Garki, Abuja

VACANCY

Ap”cations are hereby invited from suitably qualified Nigerians that meet the pre-requisites below to fill the vacant post of Director-General/
ChiefExecutive Officer, National Information Technology Development Agency (NITDA), Abuja.

a) QUALIFICATIONSAND EXPERIENCE

? * A ateishou,d 1083883 3P st graduate de8ree Preferably phD with minimum of twenty years post graduate cognate experience.
The degree and experience must be in the fields of Information and Communications Technology (ICT). In Addition, the candidate must attain the
rank of Director or its equivalent in similar position, the must also produce credible evidence ofconsiderable research publications. Registration
with relevant professional bodies and demonstrable evidence ofcomputer literacy and should be conversant with the development of Information
Communication Technology (ICT) in Nigeria.

b) CONDITIONS OF SERVICE
The conditions o fservice are the same as those applicable to similar positions in the Federal Government Public Service.

¢) DUTIES

N sue”ful candidate will be responsible for the day-to-day management o f the Agency. In addition he will be responsible to the Federa
Ministry ofScience and Technology for the overall attainment of the goals and objectives o fthe Agency.

d) AGE
Prospective candidate should be within the age of 35 to 55 years.

c) MODE OFAPPLICATION

S*bmit °f! application-S en iu m Vitae and copies ofcredentials giving the following

(i) Postapplied for;
(if) Surname in capitals;

(i) Forenames;

(iv) Dates and place ofbirth;

(v) Stateoforigin;

(vi) Current postal address;

(vii) Permanent home address;

(vifi) Number and ages of children;

(be) Educational institutions attended and qualifications with dates
(xX) Names and addresses ofcurrent/previous employers, stating post(s) held with dates and salaries;
(xi) Details ofadministrative experience;

(xii) Membership ofrelevant professional bodies

(xiii) List ofresearch publications;

(xiv) Academic distinctions/ special awards;

(xv) Extra curriculaactivities; and

(xvi) Names and addresses of three Referees.

SUBMISSION OFAPPLICATIONS
Application should be received within 6 weeks from the date ofthis publication and addressed to the Honourable Minister, Federal Ministry of
Science and Technology, 9 Floor, Federal Secretariat, Phase I, Abuja.

g) INTERVIEW
Only short listed candidates will be contacted

Signed:
IBEOCHUUKOHA,
Director, Personnel Management,
For: Honorable Minister.
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NASARAWA STATE GOVERNMENT

Statement of Assets and liabilities as at 31
December 2000

ASSETS Notes

Bank Balances & Cash 1
Remittance In-Transit 2
Imprest .
Loans and Advances -
Station Balances

Deposit

Sundry Debtors

\IG)U'I_b(_‘o

Investments 8

LIABILITIES
Consolidated Rev. Fund
Bank Overdraft 9
Station Deposit 10
Housing Loan n

2000 *

N
363,811,712
266,820,145
372.600
41,219,921
49,569,826
283,274,336
23,446,659

1,028,515,199

119,913,338

U48.428.537

548,880,173
595,878,839
3,615,840
53,685

1,148,428,537

1999

N
182,129,033
241,741,460
372.600
39,415,328
87,004,948
113,970,114
0
664,633,483
30,000,00
694,633,483

274,415,806
420,153,992
10,000
53,685
694,633,483

Statement of consolidated revenue fund for the

year ended 314 December, 2000

2000

Budget

N
Balance as at IS January 274,415,806
ADD: RECURRENT
Taxes 60,700,000
Fines and Fees 353,985,750
Licenses 15,3000,000
Earnings and sales 61,290,000
Rent of Govt properties 20,840,000
Interest and dividends 5,000,000
Re-imbursment 50,000,000
Miscellaneous income 14.150,000
Statutory Rev. Allocation  3,000,000,000
Revenue from Parastatals 88,734,259

Total Revenue (A)

LESS: RECURRENT EXPENDITURE

3,944,415,806

Personal Cost 617.341.000
Overhead Cost 578.810.00
Grants, Contrib./Subve. 668,000,000
Public Dept Charges 50,000,000
Pension and Gratuities 80, 000,000

Total Recurrent Expend. (B) 1.994.151,000

Operating Balance(A-B)

1,950,264,806

APPROPRIATION/TRANSFER

Capital Devt. Fund
Bal. Carried forward

Statement of capital development fund for the year

(1,675,000)
274,415,806

«

2000
Actual

N

220, 655,934

220,655.934
76,934,732
6,665,867
5,223,344
909,304
533,639
116,857,034
29,293,035
5,108,009,538
0
5,839,498,233

1,483,826,634

963,002,497

1,257,574,122

669,466,035
191,751,925
4.565.621.213

1,273,877,020

(724,996,847)

548,880,173

Variance

159,955,934

159,955,934
(277,051,018)
(8,634,133)
(56,066,656)
(19,930,696)
(4,466,361)
66,857,034
15,143,035
2,108,009,538
(88,734,250)
1,895,082,427

(866,485,634)
(384,192,497)

(589,574,12)

(619,466,035)
(111,751,925)
£2.571.470.213)

(676,387,786)

950,852,153
274,464,367

ended 314 December, 2000

Balance as at 1¢ January

2000

Budget

N VAN
0 f

ADD: CAPITAL RECEIPTS
Value Added Tax (VAT) 453,281,000

Special Grants 289,342,000
Internal Loan 0
Total capital receipt (A) 742,623,000

LESS: Capital expenditure
Economic sector:

2000
Actual
N

531,608,695
973,984,567
750,000,000

2,255,593,262

variance

78,327,695
684,642,567
750,000,000

1999
Actual

N
18,520,877

18,520,877
18,520,877
510,750
18,661,244
99,090
2,319,389
49,496,059
2,531,821
2,176,003,209
0
2,545,935,908

507,895,833
531,150,037
474,057,017
157,368,325
73,523,716
1.743.994.928

801,940,980

(527,525,174)
274,415,806

1999
Actual
N

0

434,014,764
631,472,389

1,512,970,262 1,065,487,153

Agriculture & Rural Devt 38.500.000 0 f 38,500,000 1,500,00
DFRRI 80,000,000 253.535.693 (173,535,693) 51,747,540
Live stock and veterinary 13.500.000 0 » 13.500.000

Forestry and wildlife 1.500.000 0 1.500.000 75,000
Fisheries 4,000,000 0 4,000,000

Commerce and Industries 75.500.000 21,700,000 53,800,000

Tourism and hotel development 3f0.000.000 29,248,900 751,100 1,984,912
Nasarawa Invest and Mineral devt 0 0 37,000,000
Transport Sector 348,000,000 740.362.693 (392,362,69:) 151,368.086
Nasarawa Transport Service 0 0 0 7.797,768
SOCIAL SERVICE SECTOR:

Education Seclor 247,000.00 645.625,829 (398,625.829) 156,322,737
Relevant Technology Board 4.500.00 0 4,500,000

Health Sector 144,936,000 119,460,323 25,475,677 142,660,169
Rural Electrification 50,000,00 0 50.000.000

Information 60,000,000 35,966,593 24,033.407 20,071,339
Nasarawa Publishing Company 0 4,822.572 (4,822,572) 24,000,000
Nasarawa Broadcasting Service 100,000,000 25,510.358 74,489,642 159,172,696
Sports Development 25,000,000 89,071,660 (64,071,660) 2,020.823
Arts and Culture 20.000,000 757,250 19,242,750

Social Development 13,000.000 0 13.000.000

Housing Development 158,000,000 188,239,039 (30,239,039) 219,545,505
Women Affairs and social Devt 16,3000,000 19,694,375 (3,394,375) 13,000,000
Community development 10,000,000 0 10,000,000
ENVIRONMENTAL SECTOR

Water Supply 155,000,000 113,255,657 41,744,343

Town and country plann. (Lands) 23,000,000 4,708.000 18.292.000

Town and country (NUDB) 76,500,000 8,702,490 67,779,510 36,452,7660
Urban Development 50,000.000 6.356.184 43,643,816 9,451,456
Environment protection 42,236,000 25.000,000 17.236.000
ADMINISTRATION SECTOR:

SSG’s Office 368,000,00 625,805,558 (257,805,558) 470,346,596
High Court of Justice 34,000,000 0 34.000.000

Ministry of Justice 27,000,000 8,634,340 18,365,660

Ministry of Finance 63,000,000 10,000,000 53.000.000

Nasarawa Internal Rev. Service 15,000,000 2,776.595 12,220,405 4,593,772
Shari’a Court of Appeal 1,000,000 0 1.000.000

Nasarawa State House of Ass. 119,000,000 0 119,000,000 83,901,268
Local Govt. Serv. Comm. 5,000,000 1,335,000 3,665,000

Total Capital Expenditure (B) 2,418,472,000 2,980,590,109 (562,118,109) 1,593,012,237
Bal. to consolidate Rev. Fund (A-B) (1,675,849,000)(724,996,847) 950,852,153 (527,525,174

Prince Aliyu Abdullahi Idde (CNA)

Accountant-General
Nasarawa state

AUDITOR’S GENERAL CERTIFICATE

In compliance with section 125 of the constitution of the Federal Republic of
Nigeria, 1996,1have examined the Accounts and the financial Statement of
Nasarawa State Government of Nigeria for the year ended 31st December,
2000. Proper returns have been rendered by ministries and departments and
their related parastatals in conformity with the public finances (control and
Managements) Law of 1958.1have obtained all information and explanation

necessary in the discharge of my responsibility.

The audit was conducted in accordance with auditing requirements as specified
in the audit law (chapter 12) of Nasarawa state of Nigeria, 1999. In addition,
projects and programmes were verified in line with the concept of performance
in audit. In the discharge of my responsibility as required by section 125(5)
ofthe same constitution, the financial statements have been certified subject
to comments contained in this report.

In my opinion, projects and programmes executed were satisfactory in
consideration of funds employed. Furthermore, the financial statement (Nos.
1-3) and related schedules give a true and fair view of the state of the affairs
of Nasarawa State Government as at 31st December 2000.

Yakubu Akewe (CNA)
Auditor-General,
Nasarawa State
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FEDERAL MINISTRY OF SCIENCE AND

Federal Secretariat Phase I,
Shehu Shagari Way, Abuja

INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL ADVERTISEMENT FOR THF POST
OF DIRECTOR-GENERAL. NATIONAL BOARD FOR
TECHNOLOGY INCUBATION. (NBTF1 ABUJA

The Federal Ministry of Science and Technology intends to employ dynamic, well-focused and result-oriented person to fill the vacant position
o fDirector-Creneral/ChiefExecutive Officer, National Board for Technology Incubation (NBIT).

Technology Incubation Programme is a comprehensive infrastructural facility established for the nurturing o fup-coming entrepreneurs engaged
in value-added and technology-related manufacturing. Itis avehicle for commercialization o fResearch and Development results or findings
frombou_r Resegrgh Establishments ami other higher institutions. Entrepreneurs are admitted into the centre and graduate after 3-5 years ofthe
incubation period.

Applications are hereby invited from suitable individuals that meet the pre- requisites specified below:

a) EDUCATIONALQUALIFIXATIONSAND EXPERIENCE
Candidates should possess post graduate degrees preferably Ph.D degree with minimum o ftwenty years post graduate cognate experience. The
degree and experience must be in the field o fScience, Engineering, Economics/Accountancy and Business/ Public Administration. Computer

Literacy and higher degreeswill be an added advantage. In addition, the candidate must have attained the rank o fdirector or its equivalentin a
similar institution.

b) CONDITIONSOFSERVICE
The conditions o fservice are the same as those applicable to similar position in the Federal Government Public Service.

c) DUTIES

The successful candidate will be responsible for the day-to-day running o fthe secretariat and the management o fdie Technology Incubation
k Centres located all over the country.

Inaddition he/she will be responsible to the Federal Ministry o f Science and Technology through die NBT1 for the overall attainmento fthe goals
and objectives o fthe Centers.

d) AGE
Prospective candidates should be within die age o f 35 to 55 years ofage.

e) MODEOFAPPLICATION

Candidates are required to submit fifteen (15) copies of their application. Curriculum Vitae and copies of credentials giving die following
information:

(i) Postapplied for;

(i1) Surname incapitals;

(iti) Forenames;

(iv) Datesand place o fbirth;

(v) Stateoforigin;

(vi) Currentpostal address; -I:

(vii) Permanenthome address;

(viii) Numberand ageso fchildren;

(ix) Educational institutions attended and qualifications with dates;

(x) Namesand addresses o fcurrent/ previous employers, stating post(s) held with dates and salaries;
(xi) Detailsofadministrative experience;

(xii) Membership o frelevant professional bodies

(xiii) List o fresearch publications;

(xiv) Academicdistinctions/ special awards;

(xv) Extracurriculaactivities; and

(xvi) Names and addresses o fthree Referees.

0 SUBMISSION OFAPPLICATIONS

Allapplication should be received within 6 w ed s from the date o fthis publication and addressed to the Honourable Minister, Federal
Ministry o fScience and Technology, 9th Floor, Federal Secretariat, Phase 1, Abuja.

g) INTERVIEW
Only shortlisted candidates will be contacted.

Signed
Ibe Ochu Ukoha
Director,\ Personnel Management
For: Honourable Minister.
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state varsities mav crum ble-/)/. Yusuf

™M * \ n BadfYus Lanre Yusuf, an educaitioniist,

f M |stamie seRelar and university lesturer, is
theprovost oftheJ{wara State College of

Arabic and Islamic Legal Studies. He is twoyears
\s*y o ffifty and was educated in Nigeria and Saudi
Arabia. After a stint of media practice with the
f Radio Nigeria, Dr. Yusufbecame a lecturer with
the Kwara State College of Education in 1986.
Hejoined the University ofllorin in 19&1 where
he has been lecturing until his current leave of
absence as provost. Dr. Yusufhas also been a
member o fthe National Hajj Committee since the

lastfive years. In this

interview with Uthman

Abubakar, Senior Reporter (Features), he bared
his mind on various issues. Excerpts:

As an educationist and a
professional teacher how

would you assess the
country’s educational
development since it gain
political independence in
19607

Inan say that so farwe have
nolbeen able to realize the set
goals that we have in the
national policy on education
because we have not been
able- to have the
administration that has the
co»age to give deserving
percentage of our budget to
education. Consequently, the
education sector is. being
starved of funds unduly and
it is affecting the teachers
because their morale is at the
lowest ebb. Therefore the
productivity has not been as
high as expected.
Consequently the turnout of
our products from all level of
our educational institutions is
nothing to write home about.
Presently in some countries,
whenever our students want
to do their higher degree it is
like they are asking them to
start all over again because
they have lost confidence in
the kind of certificate we
issue out to our products in
Nigeria.

What really is wrong.
Could yon pinpoint some
areas where things have
gonewrongover the decades

Pightt To &PaM e YMHSIBH
edueadonal glory?

I have talked about starving
unds. Ww other aSce[gFO{hat
is creating this problem is the

economic hardship _that
| functionaries of educational

j institutions being part of the
society are facing, which is
jone of the reasons why
JASUU once said that our take
jhome pay can not take us
home, meaning that even if
you get the emolument at the
end o fthe month, it can hardly
take you up to halfofthe next
jmonth. Therefore you
idiscover that against their
|own will most teachers
| become emergency traders.
Hardly could you go to some
institutions without you
finding petty traders among
teachers. Hardly could you
go to even tertiary institutions
without seeing some lecturers
becoming contractors or
looking for things to augment
what the government is
Elvmg to them. Th7en we also

this problem of

carelessness of the society, a
situation that has led the
society surren-dering the
responsibility of
complementing the effort of
school tcf bring up the
children in a veiy sound moral
environment. As a result you
discover that our educational
institutions are partly beco-
ming centers of nefarious
activities of the cultists,
because when you don’t
engage them properly as a
result of you lacking this
attitude which is required for
you to be able to perform
efficiently you create
enabling environment for the
brains of the children to be

engaged in evil activities..

That is also contributing.
Many are not willing to learn,
but majority of them are
wishing to have paper
qualification. This has taken
us to another area that is
affecting the educational
development in this country,
and that area is what we call
examination malpractices. It
has graduated into a scientific
act that if care is not taken
you will not even detect any
student engaging in this, and
may be because right from the
word go our educational goal
isnot fashioned in such a way
that we producejob creators.
It was fashioned by the
colonialists in such a way that
ft .. pi]evgde people didt wifi
sattsfy thelr immmmediate needs,

Tak$ for instance what we call
essions Into account

pro
Whena/ are_develo ng the
curricdlum. For exampte a

tailorwho is making money is
feeling inferior that he has no
university education so that
he is abandoning thejob from
where he is making money
and go into the university to
become problem in that
institution. Why don’t you
create the department of
tailoring and give him
certificate ‘BA (Hons), BSc
Tailoring. When you do this
he will have sense of
belonging, sense of arriving
in the society and he will be
able to face whatever he is
doing very well. Ifyou look
at most ofthe universities we
have faculty of engineering,
faculty of technology but up
till now the dream of the
founding fathers of projects
like Ajaokuta is still yet to be
realized. Look at our railway
sector, we have no manpower

and we kave net been able to
tram such to be able to say

~B Stn

Dr. Badmus Lanre Yusuf

.are_you callin8
meseto come and do th

We can do it. So that means
that people have only been
passing through various
schools, universities, but real
education has not ipiparted in
them as expected.

You seem to have drawn a
sharp contrast between the
quality of our educational
development and the rising
number of our educational
institutions. In the light of
the situation you have
painted, would you suggesta
reduction of the current
number of the country’s
universities to a lower
number?

Idon’tcall itadevelopment.
Itis nota development itis a
disservice to the education
sector because proliferation
ofuniversities in this country
in trying to ape America and
Europe is madness to say the
list. I am ofthe view that the
existing universities that we
have should be well
equipped. If you go to most
universities that are teaching
sciences you hardly see
functional laboratories. Inthe
face of this dearth of the
required equipment and what
is needed to be able tg giyR

sound technological and
scientific education to our
people, you don’t add to the
problem. Youjust face the few
universities that can be
catered forand make sure that
they are well catered for. If
you look at the report recently

thg

in Ado EKiti University, they
had to scrap the college of
medicine there because they
discovered that if they leave
the college as it is without
equipment, without
laboratory facilities they will
just be producing Kkiller
doctors. They decided to
cancel the whole programme.
The committee was headed by
Professor Osuntokun, and
promised that the students
will not sufferany deprivation
as they in the nearest future
will be distributed to other
existing universities with veiy
good facilities. So Il am ofthe
view that the government is
not serious about education.
Government is expected to
give us qualitative
universities not quantitative
universities.

Is it then a good
development that states
establish their own
universities?

It should be a good
development provided there
is hard and fastrule, there are
conditions like the NUC is
insisting that before you get
universities registered XY
conditions must be met. It is
oot gpad 10 allow states to
establish universities like that
when you are not even sure
of what that state has been
doing with the workforce in
the civil service. So ifyou can
not pay adequately the civil
servants in your own states
how will you be able to meet
the social need of

lgersmes ou n tlr g ifis
judt @afe” stkl &nd
elegant building here and
there or signposts that you
just put there*to show XY
universities It is a capital
intensive project. Therefore,
for any state to be given the
right to establish a university
there must be stringent
conditions. For example, you
can ask such a state to give
assurance that in the next ten
years the requirements for
human and material develop-
ment of that univer-sity will
be met. But when you put a
university in place and you
allow the state to just take
people any how before you
know what is happening, give
them ten years many of the
universities will either become
glorified secondary schools
or they will crumble. | mean
many state owned
universities because you
discover that there isn’t any
strong grassroots foundation
for these. It may just be the
chief executive who is eager
to have a legacy after his
tenure. But do you know who
is going to succeed him? But
when you have a community
based interest in the
cestaild simmeer oo Bauumveessiyy
the community leaders in that
state, it is their idea or they
had a roundtable discussion
with the governoreven ifthat
governor is not there the
situation will continue. There
are states with specific
programmes that once their
chief executives pack their
bags and baggages and leave
the government houses their
programmes will die a natural
death.

There has to be the tertiary
institutions to train the
required professionals the
country needs. Would you
then suggest the
establishment of more
specialized institutions, like
polytechnics, than
universities to train such
professionals?

We had polytechnics in the
seventies. There was one
particular polytechnic that
was able to manufacture what
[hey now call KEKE NAPEP
and was able to introduce
these traffic lights. It was
expected to be supported by
the government so that it
could be produced in
commercial quantity. But the
effort was restricted. Then
came the problem ofthe brain

«<=hudpolytechnic* in the seventies. There wes oneparticular

T

able

man“fact«™ "hat they now caU

EKE NAPEP and was able to introduce these traific lights.
It was expected to be supported by the government so that it
could be produced in commercial quantity. But the effort was
restricted. Then came the problem of the brain drain which
tas reduced most of our polytechnics now to theoretical
po ytechmcs because they hardly have things to show or justifv
their existence as institutions established to give impetus to
the technological develop-ment ofthe country. So, exceptyou
want to take care of teaming candidates who just have to be
educated then you encourage the establishment of more

polytechnics.

5 maT-whi

@jmost :
of our po yte Anics now to
theoretical polytechnics
because they hardly have j
things to show orjustify their j
existence as institutions j
established to give impetus to j
the technological develop-1
ment ofthe country. So, except |
you want to take care of:
teaming candidates who just j
have to be educated then you |
encourage the establishment j
of more polytechnics. Ifyou !
look at Kaduna Polytechnic,!
our own premier polytechnic !
in the north, is it the same i
Kaduna Polytechnic of the |
seventies? It is not the same, |
and this is because of
misplacement of priorities, i
inadequate funding and other!
factors.

Last February, the first
governor to re-introduce
Shariah, Governor Ahmed
Sani of Zamfara State
celebrated its fifth anni-
versary. How would you
assess the implementation of
the Islamic legal system by
the states that have re-intro-
duced itin the last five years?

What one can say as far as
this implementation ofShariah
is concerned is that the
governors of the Shariah
states have done well. That
is summarily put. One is
saying this because they were
trying to implement the
Shariah code of conduct in a
very hostile environment. A j
lot of hostility comes in even j
from known Muslims who are :
afraid that they will not be |
able to regulate their own !
conduct wunder Shariah |
atmosphere, not to talk of:
known Muslims who know
that if non-Muslims should !
see the beauty of Shariah you
don’t need any Da’wah.
Effortlessly they will just be
converting to Islam. So if
people are still able to achieve
what they have been able to
then one can give diem a pass
mark thatthey have done well, |
but I must add that there isa |
room for improvement|
because Shariah is not about;
amputating peoples hands or |
stoning people to death. The :
welfare aspect of Shariah !
requires more emphasis on !
the part of our good brothers i
who are implementing!
Shariah. The history ofIslam
is full of instances when
leaders go round to ensure
thatpeople are well taken care
of. When there is hunger they
will do all within their power
to make sure that theyj
reduced the problem to the |
barest minimum. So if you
emphasise the welfare aspect |
of Shariah you reduce the |
number of people who are |
embezzling public funds and j
people inflating contract
costs. If people, those who !
don t havejob, discover that!
Jhere is a welfare scheme to i
take of them | am sure in the i
next two to three years even i
the enemies of Shariah will *
surrender and say let Shariah
continue. Ifthe welfare aspect
of Shariah is giveni
prominence it is only a mad i
person that will oppose’ its
implementation even in non-1
Muslim states in Nigeria.
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of houses, says FMBN boss

he Managing Director
I of Federal Mortgage
Bank of Nigeria

(FMBN), Alhaji Tanimu

Yakubu has said that the Land

Use Act of 1978 is the major

obstacle to the provision of
affordable houses to Nigerian.

Yakubu said this at a public

hearing on the refusal ofsome

agencies and companies to

remit the 2.5 per cent deduc-’
tions meant for the National

Housing Funds (NHF).

The hearing was organised

by the House of Representa-
tives committee on Environ-
ment and Urban Develop-
ment.

He said as long as the provi-
sion, which made thejssu-
ance of Certificate of Occu-
pancy the sole responsibility
of the state governors is not
amended , “we cannot pro-
vide affordable houses to the
people”.

Nigeria, according to him, has
adeficitofbetween 12 million
to 16 million houses adding

FG to assist in the construction

of Church centreqamuicl. ok 8k

resident Olusegun
P Obasanjo has

promised to assist the
Assemblies of God church in
the construction of its multi-
million Naira conference
centre.

Obasanjo made the
promise at Okpoto-Ishielu,
Ebonyi, atthe weekend at the
launch ofaN500 million fund
raising organised to build the
centre.

He said aside promoting
spiritual gains; the centre
could be beneficial socially
~ind economically.

The president, who was
represented by the Minister
ofCulture and Tourism, Chief
Frank Ogbuewu, noted that
more than 9,000 Nigerians
traveled to Israel annually on
pilgrimage alone.

With the Assemblies’
plan, he said, people from
within and outside the
country could visit the
centre, adding that
government was therefore

In his remarks, Gov. Sam
Egwu of Ebonyi said apart
from being a member of the
church, his government
supported the project
because it would serve as
unifying ground.

Egwu noted that the state
government had provided
some infrastructure to help
the church achieve its
objective since the project
began in 1999.

The General Superint-
endent of the Assemblies of
God Church, Dr Charles
Osueke, said the church first
conceived the idea in 1996
after its first national prayer
convocation.

Osueke said the centre,
named “Evangel camp”,
would house a 120,000-seat
auditorium, two conference
halls, hostels and chalets, in
addition to a clinic and
cafeteria when completed.

More than N100 million
was collected at the launch.

that between 72 million to 104
million Nigerians were either
homeless, living in rented or
sub-standard houses.

He observed that the nation’s
political and economic crises
could only be solved when
the issue of house ownership
is addressed, noting that it
was only when people were
"decently accommodated that
they would contribute their
quota to the development of
the nation.

The FMBN, Yakubu said, had
in the lasttwo years collected
48 per cent of ftinds meant for
the NHF as against the 70 per
cent collection from 1994 to
2003.

Declaring the hearing open,
Speaker, Aminu Masari said
the non-remittance of the
Housing Funds was as a re-
sult ofperceived non benefits
by employers and employee.
Masari charged the commit-
tee to review the existing
Housing laws to make them
confirm with the present and
future realities.

The laws, he said should be
review to make states and lo-
cal governments contribute
to the fund.

In herremark, the minister of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, Mrs Mobolaji Osomo,
said Housing was one of the
six global developmental
goals.

Osomo said the problem of
housing would have been
addressed, if the 2.5 per cent
deduction for the fund was
being faithfully remitted, say-
ing that the contribution was
not a tax but an investment.
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L-R: Ahmed Rufa’i MD, NSITF with minister oflabour andproductivities, Alhaji Hassan Lawan Muhammad
during the commissioning of NS1TF commercial housing estate in Karu, Abuja...yesterday.

Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje.

Post-tsunami construction threatens forest

-construction of
R sunami-damaged

iroperties around
the Indian Ocean area would
threaten local forest coverage
rate ifno protective measures
are adopted.

The UN Food and
Agriculture Organisation
(FAO) gave the warning in
Bangkok yesterday.

“Much of the
infrastructure destroyed by
the tsunami was made of
wood, including piers,
bridges, boats, houses and
other buildings, and many of
the affected coastal
communities rely on fuel
wood for heating and
cooking,” said FAO in a
statement in Bangkok.

If not managed
appropriately, this demand
could adversely affect the

FG gives 1004 estate residents 30-day quit notice

i Federal Ministry ef
Housing and Urban
Development has giv-

en residents of the 1004
housing estate in Lagos 30
days to quit or be ejected by
force.

The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that
the quit notice was contained
in a letter sent to 445
occupants of the estate.

The ministry said it was
revoking the allocation of the
houses to the residents in
line with a directive from its
minister, who is also the
chairman of the impleme-
ntation committee on federal
government’s landed prop-
erty.

The letter, entitled “Revo-
cation of allocation of
government quarters” and
bearing reference numberNO
IMP/C/FSF/i, said the
residents should vacate their
Aapartments on by March 31.

The letter, dated Feb. 25,
stressed that “failure to
comply with this directive
may attract forcible ejection
without further notice”.

It said' the divisional
police officer in charge ofthe

division had been duly
informed ofthe development.

The letter advised the
residents to settle outst-
anding bills and hand over
their keys to the estate
manager.

Accompanying the rev-
ocation letter was a letter for
the purchase of alternative
accommodation in Abuja.

Reacting to the devel-
opment, the Chairman of the
1004 Residents’ Association,
Mr Abdul Ter Kohol,
described the threat of force-
ful ejection as a slap in the
face of thejudiciary.

“The case is already in
the Court of Appeal and it
would be uncojistitutional for
the government to carry out
its threat,” he explained.

“Giving us a 30-day quit
notice is most wicked; even
ifthe exercise is genuine and
sincere, we still expect them
to have given us nothing less
than eight months notice.

“Our children are still in
school, those in secondary
school are preparing for their
exams; how do we relocate
them?”

Speaking further, Kohol
said the bid undertaken to sell
the estate had been forfeited
because the winners of the
bid, the UACN Property Ltd,
had violated one of the
conditions of the bid.

He explained that the
condition had stipulated that
the winner ofthe bid must pay
in full within 30 days, but said
UACN had yet to complete
payment more than four
months after the bid.

Kohol described the
whole exercise as sheer
wickedness on government’s
part.

“The government wants
us to buy alternative acco-
mmodation in Abuja while we
areworking in Lagos. How do

Katsina launches campai

ovemor Umaru Musa

mYar'adua of Katsina

SState has initiated a
campaign to sensitise his
people on the advantages of
planting neem trees and
sesame.

To this end, Yar’Adua has
embarked on a mobilisation
tour of the 34 local govern-
ment areas of the state “to
augment efforts of the state

we shuttle and how do we pay
for the houses at the cost of
costN7.6 million?” he asked
rhetorically.

The chairman reiterated
that the residents were willing
to buy the 1004 housing
estate at the bidding price.

The federal government,
under its monetisation policy,
sold five of its high-rise
buildings in Lagos in May
last year and promised to
provide alternative accom-
modation for the residents.

The properties include
the 1004 housing estate on
Victoria Island, the Awolowo-
Mulliner Road Towers and
the Aragon Close Towers at
Ikoyi, as well as the Eric
Moore estate at Surulere,
Lagos.

n

government to combat aése-
rtification

He explained at Kongolam
in Maiadua local government
area that “our people need to
grow the sesame seeds and
collect neem seeds in order
to boost their economic
status”.

The governor pointed out
that both crops were well
known and in high demand

remaining forests “irrevoc-
ably”, warned the UN agency.

FAO therefore called
affected countries’ govern-
ments to carefully study the
actual needs of wood or
reuse wood salvaged from
damaged buildings and
drowned trees so as to avoid
over-harvesting and illegal
felling oftrees.

Besides, FAO also called
on assessment and
restoration of mangrove and
other coastal forests and

trees damaged by the
tsunami, the full extent of
which is still unknown.

FAO today opened a
workshop in Bangkok on
rehabilitation of tsunami
affected forest ecosystem.

The event, gathering
some 50 participants from
affected countries’ gover-
nments, NGOs, international
and regional agencies, is
expected to formulate a
framework for forestry
rehabilitation initiatives.

Cross River to spend

NI.Sn on housing

boutN 1.5 billion is to
Abe spent by the Cross
n? j“Ruiver State gover-
nment for the construction of
low cost housing estate at
Atimbo, Akpabuya local
government area ofthe state.

The project which is to be
co-handled by the state
government in conjunction
with the Federal Mortgage
Bank Limited and the Union
Homes Limited will be leased
out to the occupants for
between 25 and 30 years for
quick recovery ofthe project
sum.

The state commissioner
for lands and housing,
Architect Bassey Eyo Ndem
who disclosed this to
newsmen recently said
further that the state
government has made the
project a priority used on the
increasing demand for more
housing units in the state to
cater for the tenably
elimination problems in the
land.

Mr. Ndem also disclosed
that the plans to erect low
cost housing emoluments

on neem trees

on the international market.

“Their production in the
state will surely enable you
to break away from poverty
and improve your living"
standards,” he said.

Yar’adua had earlier visi-
ted Kaita and Mashi, among
other local government areas,
where he addressed the
people on the need to plant
neem and sesame.

]
From Bassey lIta,
Correspondent (Calabar)
were abortive because the
contractor failed to put faith
with the government over the

project.

He however stated that
fresh plans have been
hatched to ensure the
construction of 100 houses
with the Federal Mortgage
Bank partnership adding that
all categories of pensions
may avoid themselves.

The commissioner main-
tained that the plans will be
perfect as soon as funds are
available.

On the ongoing demo-
lition of structures on the
orders of government, Mr.
Ndem stated that governm-
ent’s development plan to
redesign the towns accouitfs
for the demolition saying too
that the people will later
appreciate the good quality
environmentwhich they will
be living in.

The commissioner decr-
ied the unplanned nature of
some towns in the state
saying that some structures
were too close to the roadjust
as some had no owners or
occupation and therefore
construct eyesore because of
their devastation.

Ndem disclosed that over
100 structures have been
demolished near roads in the
past few months and
expressed satisfaction with
the redesigning of the state
in the urban renewal progr-
amme.
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Expert makes ease for wildlife conservation in Ni

e "African progra-
I mme director of the
United States fish

and wildlife services, Mr.
ARichard Ruggiero has
Afcpressed optimism that
m*Wgeria’s wildlife conser-
vation can be greatly impro-
ved as there are indications
to this effect.
With some of the signs
lam seeing, it showed that
:Nigerians are increasingly

becoming aware that part of'-

the nation’s wealth include
conservation and
preservation of those things
that would improve the
quality of life in Nigeria,”
Mr. Ruggiero pointed out
recently when he paid a
courtesy visit on the
Minister of Environment,
Col. Bala Mande (rtd) in
i Abuja.

According to him,
Nigerians and the govern-
ment of Nigeria are show-
ing willingness and enthu-
siasm to work with others
to accomplish efficient
wildlife conservation in the
country and pledged his
country’s Preparedness to
help the country in achieving
this goal.

He said the thrust of his
visit was to see how his

March 9, 2005

(Health)

organisation can support
Nigeria on the elephant
conservation strategy and
to also see ways in which
some of the deficiencies
could be sufficiency
enforced.

In his remarks, the
senior technical adviser,
wildlife conservation in
Nigeria and Cameroun,
Prof. John F. Oates

expressed his happiness

Daily Trust

&

evidence

federal government’s support
on the conservation of gorillas
and other species in the
country and disclosed out US
government’s readiness to
provide fund for the wildlife
conservation programme in
Cross-River State.

According to him part of
Mr. Ruggiero programmes in
Nigeria was to, “see for
himself what level of success
we are making in gorilla
conservation in the country
and what resources might be
needed for the future.” He

FG to re-award contract
r Onitsha-Owerri road

¥ "'he federal govern-
ment has decided to

re-award 40 per cent
of the contract for the
construction of the 97 km
Onitsha-Owerri road to
another company. Works
m|n|ster Adeseye

OguﬂJewe told the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN)

in Abuja today that the
move became necessary
due to the slow pace of
work on the project. ‘We
decided to allow
Consolidated Construction
Company (CCC), which got
the initial contract for the
project, to undertake 60 per

Ogun state housing
rogramme takes off

"Ogun  state
government’s
housing programme

has completed and sold of 100
housing units to the public at
N70 million during the past
year. The state’s
commissioner for housing,
Chief Wale Egunleti, told
newsmen in Abeokuta that a
semi-detached two-bedroom
bungalow at the OGD
Housing Scheme, Asero,
Abeokuta went for N1.5
million, while a detached two-
bedroom bungalow was sold
for N 1.75 million.

ChiefEgunleti announced
that the housing ministry
would build aminimum of 100
housing units at the Games
Village, ljebu-Ode this yearin
preparation for the 2006
National Sports Festival,
which has been tagged
‘Gateway Games.” He said
that another 100 units oftwo,
three, and four-bedroom
bungalows would be
provided at the Sagamu
interchange. OtherJiouses
would also be built within the
Gateway City at Isheri North
‘to take advantage of Ogun
state’s nearness to Lagos,” he
explained.

Meanwhile the Ogun
State Housing Corporation is
also set to build 100 housing
units at Ota estate.

On infrastructural

development in state-
owned institutions, the
commissioner said the
government had released
money for the completion
of the Moshood Abiola
Polytechnic, Abeokuta.
Other projects handled by
the ministry included the
design of the Council of
Obas and Chiefs building as
well as the completion of
the deputy governor’s
lodge and the “‘June 12’
market, he added.

cent of the job while we hand
over the remaining 40 per cent
to another company,’ he said.

Ogunlewe said that
although the N25.6 billion
contract awarded in 2002 was
to have been completed and
handed over to the federal
g°vernment last year, only four
kilometres ofthe road has been
constructed to date. ‘The road
Preject was one ofthe campaign
promises made to the people of
the area and we cannot afford
to fail them and all Nigerians.
We are splitting the project into
two so that work on it could be
faster,” he added.

The minister disclosed that
his ministry would consider
only reputable companies in re-
awarding the contract for 40 per
cent of the road project. ‘My
office and that of Mr. President
have been filled with many
complaints by the governor and
some concerned citizens of the
state about the slow pace of
work on the road. At one point
the people even thought that
we had forgotten our promises,’
he said. While giving the
assurance that the project
would be completed by 2006, he
stressed that President
Olusegun Obasanjo’s promise
to construct good road
networks in Nigeria would be
fulfilled.

Gov Ibraniminaugurates
ervironment projectin Yooe

The Natienal BHFHQFV
School Friends of the

Environment and
Agriculture project has
been inaugurated in Yobe
by Gov. Bukar Ibrahim.

The inauguration in
Damaturu on Thursday
followed its approval by
the National Council on
Education.

The governor charged
the National Coordinator
of the project, Dr Eze
Ezedioramma, to ensure
that it was sustained and
spread to all parts of the
country.

He commended the
initiators of the project,
saying it would bring
about self-sufficiency in

food production and economic
recovery.

The governor said the
project was also aimed at
making the environment safe for
human beings and animals.

He said the project was
relevant to the state that was
prone to drought and
desertification, adding: “I have
directed the Ministry of
Education to commence the
project at six pilot sites.”

Responding, the national
coordinator said it was a long-
term plan to support
government efforts to
guarantee food security.

He explained that youths
and women would be mobilised
to own farms for increased
output ofagricultural products.

poipted eut that the wildlife
conservation society works

in partnership with many
organisations in Nigeria,
especially, the Nigeria
conservation foundation
and its zonal office in
Calabar.

Responding, the minister
of environment, Col. Bala
Mande commended the
team for its visit adding that
the visit was an indication
of its concern about the
country’s efforts in the
conservation of wild-life
and expressed hope for a
stronger relationship in the
interest of conservation of
bio-nature in Nigeria.

The government, Col.
Mande noted has concluded

_——

afrangement to handever
the Yankari games reserve
to the Bauchi State
government, stressing that
the federal government has
the overall responsibility for
policy, monitoring and
enforcing the conservation
of nature.

The minister, who said
government is taking the
issue of conservation
serious, also added that
Nigeria and Cameroun has
a joint declaration to work
together in the protection of
gorillas that are found in the
two countries. According to
him, a protected area has
been marked and expressed
government’s determination
to promote wildlife

gerla

conservation in the country, i

Col. Mande disclosed i
that the federal government |
will soon launch a shelter- i
belt programme as a way o f!
rehabilitating the natural i
habitat in the country, ;
pointing out that a sufficient |
amount of money has been
earmarked for the project.

He said over 22 million i
seedlings will be planted i
across the northern states of i
the country as part of!
government’s effort to |
revegetate them adding that
the project is in line with the j
national policy on poverty |
eradication and |
empowerment of the rural |
community.
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EI Rufai attributes environmental
garedation to human activities

irman of the e
I Federal Capital
bevelo pment

Authority (FCDA), Malam
Nasir el-Rufai has attributed
the problems plaguing the
environment to unhealthy
interferences by humanity.

Malam el-Rufai made
this observation yesterday in
Abuja while he was at a
National Summit on
Environmental management
in Nigeria organised by the
House of Representatives
committee on environment.

El-Rufai enumerated the
resultant effects of human
interferences as erosion,
desertification, flood,
deforestation, draught and
abject poverty.

Mallam el-Rufai declared
that the objective of the
summit is to review existing

By Ebenezer John Buoro
(Intern)

laws on environmental
management adding that
our environment law need
to be strengthened to make
them relevant, appropriate
and contemporary in order
to meet the challenges of
present day urbanisation.

Malam el-Rufai said “in
order to ensure a cleaner
and healthier environment
for the resident of the FCT.
We have repositioned the
Abuja Environmental
Protection Board founded in
1991 to manage the FCT
environment, and also to
enhance life expectancy of
the people.”

He appealed to the
residents ofthe FCT to keep
their houses, offices and

envi. ,iment clean and tidy
al' poi ting out that
FC1 administration will
tolerate unwholesome
activities geared towards
frustrating its desire to build
a firs class clean capital
city that will be comparable
with the best anywhere in
the world.

“as you drive through
the FCT, you will probably
notice our efforts tsr jrther
beautify Abuja w th ne
local®and exotic mramental
trees in fulfilment of the
presidential mandate to plant
one million trees in the FCT.
Our beautiful recr jational
parks are popular
rendezvous for families at j
weekend and during public i
holidays. | urge you to take
time offyour busy schedule
to visit some of the?"
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Flood threaten one
million in Kano

ver one million people
Oin Hadejia-Nguru
wetlands are threa-

tened by flood and aridity
because of blockage of three
of the four channels of the
Hadejia River.
The warning was conta-
ined inadocument ofthe Joint
tlands Livelihoods Project
WL) of DFID entitled,
ood and typha devastation
Hadejia-Nguru wetlands”.
The documentreleased in
Cano on Friday show that the
ockage ofthe river channels
>y floating typha grass and
uation, had thrown the
iority of the people in the
tlands into a state of
uncertainty and appreh-
ension.

The blockage ofthe three
lannels had caused annual
ooding of the fourth cha-

nnel, leading to destruction of
arms, houses and roads.

According to the report,
le situation was caused by
favourable upstrfeam water

management over the past 20
ars.

Such unfavourable mana-
gement was cause mainly by

le construction ofdams (tiga
d
j: Chalawa/Gorge ofKano),
irrigation schemes, and urban
iwater supply intakes.

This, the report said had
Irendered the wetlands flo-
loded and extremely arid as
i against its high productive

nature until 20 years ago in
North-East.

The land had been rend-
ered unproductive, forcing
people to migrate.

JWL project, according to
the report was now planning
to tackle the problem afcomm-
unity, wetlands and basin
levels, working with a wide
range of stakeholders.

The project was now

facilitating a series ofprocess-
oriented pilot activities that
would foster institutional
change in the management of
water.

Communities along the
Burum Gana channel in Guri
and Kirikasama local govern-
ments, have with the assis-
tance of JWL embarked on
clearing some channels of
weed.

Landslidemay
shut down
beverage company

landstide threatening
A Jdhe Nigerian Bever-
ges  Production
Company, makers ofHighland
Tea in Kakara village in
Mambilla Plateau of Taraba
may force it to close shop.

The Managing Director of
the Company, MrJonah Agyo
raised the alarm while
conducting the Speaker and
members ofthe Taraba House
of Assembly round the
company at the weekend in
Karaka, Taraba.

Agyo said that if urgent
steps were not taken to check
the landslide threatening the
two roads leading to the
company, it might be forced
to fold up.

Agyo said that the slide
which was first noticed three
years ago was fast eating up
the two roads leading to the

~ Delegate urges more
Investmentin infrastructure

formerASUU national
APresident, Prof.
Attahiru Jega, has

canvassed for substantial
investment in the country’s
infrastructure.

He suggested that
government needed to invest
enormous capital to
rejuvenate the nation’s social
amenities and infrastructure
to impact positively on the
lives ofthe citizenry.

Jega was commenting on
President Olusegun
Obasanjo’s inaugural address
at the ongoing national
political reform conference
(NPRC) in Abuja.

The university don urged
his fellow delegates to dispel
any hidden agenda for
convoking the conference by
pushing through what their
respective constituencies
requested them to
accomplish.

Similarly, Dr Chris
:Abashiya from Kaduna state,
istressed the need for the

jgovernmentto strengthen the
; structures binding the polity,
« rotational presidency,

federal character, religion and
ethnicity.

He urged the delegates to
ensure that the constitution
clearly provided for
institutional schedules for the
Vice President, deputy
governors and local
governmentvice chairmen, so
as not to produce “useless
appendages”.

Also speaking at the
occasion, Alhaji Umar Tofa
from Kano state, demanded
for a meaningful economic
reform that had directbearing
on the lives of commoners by
way of eliminating, poverty,
hunger and disease to achieve
lasting peace, unity and
stability.

He suggested for heavy
investment in the agriculture,
health, education, water
supply, electricity and roads
to uplift the living standard of
the people.

In his contribution, Alhaji
Ishaku Jikantoro from Niger
state said that religious
leaders and traditional rulers
should be given a chance to
rule the country for the better.

company.

He said that unless
something was done urgently
to address the problem before
the rainy season set in,
transportation of goods and
persons to and from the
company would be halted.

The managing director
said though he had reported
the problem to the federal
government and was
expecting a favourable
response, the legislators
could assist by taking up the
issue with the government.

He said that the control of
the landslide threatening the
two roads was beyond the
financial capability of the
company.

Agyo said further that
inadequate funding had also
compounded the problems of
the company, saying that the
company needed N 15 million
monthly for effective
management.

Responding, the speaker
ofthe Assembly, Mr Istifanus
Gbana appealed to the
relevant federal government
authorities to urgently come
to the rescue ofthe company
to prevent it from folding up.

Gbana who described the
environmental problem as
“devastating”, promised that
the legislators would take
urgent measures to address it
as itdid some years ago when
the company was at the verge
of collapse.

He thanked the Taraba
government for coming to the
aid of the company by
injecting some funds which
led to its resumption of
production.

The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that the
legislators were shown round
the company’ production
processes and the 1,200
hectares of tea farmlands
belonging to it and small scale
farmers in the area.

The company which .is
worth N7.5 billion, which was
ailing bounced back to
business about two years ago
after the Taraba government
had invested about N100
million in it.
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A GOARNMENT O-NAEHA
FEDERAL MINISTRY OF WATER RESOURCES
\%

CONSULTANCY SERVICES FOR
THF DESIGN OF SHAGARI
IRRIGATION PROJECT

INVITATION FOR BID:

1.INTRODUCTION

The Federal Government ofNigeria, through the Federal Ministry of Water
Resources, proposes the provision of infrastructure for irrigation that will utilize
water from the Shagari Dam currently under construction. The project is
located within Shagari Local Government Area of Sokoto State.

2.SCOPE OF SERVICES

The services to be rendered by the Consultants shall include, among others, the

following:

! Feasibility study, Engineering design, preparation oftender documents,
as well as Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) study for the
irrigation component. The irrigation component is to be integrated into
the on-going dam, suchthat the irrigation canals fromthe dam is properly
aligned and positioned,

ii Preparation and submission of necessary reports/documents
including but not limited to E1A and Feasibility Studies, engineering
design and tender documents.

INVITATION:
Technical and financial proposals are invited from reputable and suitably qualified
consultants for provision ofthe above services. Thetechnical proposals should
have contents that clearly reveal and or demonstrate the following:

The true and full identity ofthe firm, its principal partners and core

personnel to be deployed on the project.

Firm’sknowledge ofthe project and the project area.

Firm’srelevantwork experience ofsimilarjobs within the last ten years

backed up with evidences and/or completion certificates.

Project Personnel list (core), time-schedule, qualification, CVs

and relevant work experience.

Evidence ofregistration with CAC and COREN.

Works/services Methodology, Programme, Organization.

Demonstration offinancial capabilities with respectto Annual Turn Over

and line of credit from reputable bank.
The financial proposal should be based on not more than 6 months period and
be in line with the Federal Government approved guideline for professional
scale of fee for consultant in construction industry. It should specifically include
the following main components:

Personnel Remuneration corresponding with time-schedule under the

technical proposal.
. Responsibility Fee.

Remunerable Fee forreimbursable expenses.
All interested consultants should send their Technical and Financial Proposals,
which must be firstmarked and sealed in separate envelopes. The two envelopes
should thereafter be wrapped and sealed in a cover envelope marked
“Consultancy Services for the Design of Shagari Irrigation Project” at the top
righthand comer ofthe envelope. This should be addressed and delivered not
later than 12.00 noon on 24th March, 2005 to:

The Director,
Irrigation and Drainage
Federal Ministry of Water Resources
Area 1, Garki «*
Abuja

Signed:
Dr. C. J. G. Orjioke OON
Permanent Secretary
7th March, 2005



e ara state gov
ernor, Dr Abubakar
Bukola Saraki, has

(reiterated that the provision
ofagricultural infrastructure
remains a continuous exer-
cise in its bid to establish
sustainable large-scale mec-
hanised farming in the state.
[He gave the assurance on
Thursday while flagging-off
Irice planting under the state
government’s ‘Veg Tee Gro-
up’ rice production progr-
amme at Duku-Lade in the
;Pategi local government area.
The programme, which is a
joint venture between the
[state government and the Vee
[Tee Group, is aimed at the
mass production ofrice in the
state.

Dr Saraki had earlier in
January visited the irrigation
Isite to assess its facilities and
determine its needs. He stre-
ssed the enormous potential
[of the agricultural sector,
[including its capacity to
.improve the standard of
living of the populace and
promote balanced economic
growth.

‘Through this irrigation
project, we are adopting a
jmore technical approach to
rice production that would
[guarantee the efficiency of
the process as well as intr-
oduce high yield rice varieties
iand the use of modem post-
iharvest processing method’,
|Dr. Saraki said.

‘The comparative adva-
ntage that the rice growing
iareas of our state have over
[Other parts of our country,
[coupled with the facilities at
the Duku-Lade irrigation
scheme, has been,a major
[attraction for investors in the
Tice industry and has made
iKwara state the cynosure of
all eyes in Nigeria’, the
(governor added. Applauding
the presidential initiative on

Agriculture:
(weapon against

e Kwara  state
governor, Dr. Bukola
Saraki, has described

[agriculture as Nigeria’s most
potent weapon against pov-
erty and hunger. Receiving
the Japanese ambassador in
Nigeria. Mr. Akio Tanaka, at
the Government House,
llorin, Governor Saraki said
[that the country could reduce
poverty and empower its
people economically through
viable agricultural projects.
[He told the envoy that the
state government had inve-
nted a lot in commercial far-
iriing. most especially rice and
[maize production, with a view
[to increasing agricultural
[produce in the state.

Dr. Saraki specifically
[sought Japanese collab-
oration and assistance in
[diversifying the economy,
[reducing the burden on
[government, and providing
[jobs to stem rural-urban migr-
ation. He lamented that the
[government had limited
-resources .to meet numerous
needs in education and
[health sectors.

Agric News

Kv_va_ra assures on
agric infrastructure

FromAbdulrazagAdebayo,
| Correspondent (llorin)

rice production, Dr. Saraki
said that the goal ofthe proj-
ect is to produce rice seeds
and rice grains with an initial
target of 18,00® metric
tonnes.

The project, which is
aimed at assisting local far-
mers to become more prod-
uctive and multiply their inco-
mes, is based on a tripartite
arrangement with gover-
nment providing the required
infrastructure. The Vee Tee
Group is to provide the expe-
rtise and technical inform-
ation to facilitate production
and the marketing of the
products, while the farmers
will own the plots and
maintain them with inputs
from the Vee Tee Group. ‘We
have pursued our vision of a
new agricultural dawn with
unparalleled zeal and tenacity
of purpose.

We are determined to
remove every hurdle on our
path with great underst-
anding and in partn-ership
with our local and foreign
investors, as well as with our
host communities,’ the gove-
rnor declared. He commended
the Vee Tee Group, the banks
financing the programme,

and the community leaders
for their dedication and
appealed to the farmers to
handle the facilities with care.

Speaking in the same
vein, the Kwara state commi-
ssioner for agriculture and
natural resources, Alhaji
Ja’afaru Bio lbrahim, said that
rehabilitation work at the site
has reached about 75 percent
level of completion, adding
that it has started to yield
fruitful dividends as many
farmers were in a position to
produce rice in large quan-
tities compared to the low
yields of the previous years.

Alhaji Ibrahim, who
disclosed that the Vee Tee
Group would bring in a $14
million rice mill to process the
harvested rice, expressed
optimism that the yield would
increase from 1 tonne per
hectare to about three tonnes
per hectare. He appealed to
farmers to avail themselves of
the opportunity so that
Kwara state could become a
rice exporting state.

The chairman of Pategi
local government' Architect
Thomas Gana, appealed to
the state government to has-
ten work on the rehabilitation
of the Pategi rice mill to
facilitate the processing and
packaging ofrice in the area.

Minister lauds reduction
In rice importation

e agriculture and rural
development minister,
Mallam Adamu Bello,

has expressed delight over
the reduction in the volume
of rice importation into
Nigeria from 2 million metric
tonnes in 2002 to 1.2 million
metric tonnes in 2004. The
minister disclosed this in his
keynote address at the ope-

Most potent

poverty = Saraki

Dr. Saraki appealed for
intellectual and cultural
exchanges with Japan as a
means of projecting the
image and cultural heritage of
Kwara state. He pledged to
promote understanding bet-
ween Japan and Kwara state.

Earlier, Mr. Tanaka had
praised Dr. Saraki for steering
the state to the path of
development and facilitating
his visit. The envoy, who has
had 34 years ofexperience in
the diplomatic mission,
expressed the willingness of
his country to increase econ-
omic cooperation with Nig-
eriaand promised to assist the
state especially in cashew
processing.

Mr. Tanaka also promised
Japanese investment in the
state to increase agricultural
prpduction, assuring his host
that a ready market for the
products existed in Japan.
While pledging assistance in
the field of education, Tan-
aka also called for cooper-
«ation from the state to cement
the collaborative efforts with
his country.

—

[

[
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[

[

ning ceremony of the Natio-
nal Cotton Forum held in
Kaduna. He said that the
reduction is an attestation to
the fact that the presidential
initiative on increased rice
production, which comm-
enced in 2002 with a stake-
holders’ forum, is yielding
fruit and that the ban on rice
importation scheduled for
January 2006 when local
production is expected to
meet consumption demand is
realisable.

Mallam Bello also used
the opportunity to correct the
notion that the federal gove-
rnment neglects agricultural
development in certain parts
of the country. According to
him, the present admini-
stration tackles the develo-
pment of agriculture in a
holistic manner, and no part
ofNigeria is being neglected.
He said that although 82
percent of rice being grown
locally is from the northern
part of Nigeria, other initi-
atives such as those on veg-
etable oil, cassava, livestock,
and cocoa are being implem-
ented in many other areas in
Nigeria.

The minister explained
that the Cocoa Development
Programme is funded in part
through the liquidated cocoa
buffer stock, which was
transferred to his ministry
from the ministry ofcommerce
in 1999. Counterpart funds
came from the cocoa

| producing states and other

stakeholders such as the

A woman milking a cowfor domesticpurposes

Minister canvasses comm ittee
for cotton development

e agriculture and rural
development minister,
Mallam Adamu Bello,

has called for the constitution
of a high-level committee
composed of governors or
deputy governors of all
cotton growing states, the
Nigerian Textile Manufac-
turers’ Association, the
National Cotton Association
of Nigeria, as well as key
relevant public sector instit-
utions.

The minister made this
call in his keynote add-ress
atthe National Cotton Forum
held in Kaduna. He said that
the proposed com-mittee is
to plan and project cotton as
a high priority crop, source
necessary funds and provide
managerial direction for the
cotton sector similar to the
cocoa development prog-
ramme.

Mallam Bello informed
the forum that significant
changes had occurred in the
sector since the first national
symposium on cotton
production was held in 1982.

He said that the ministry
ofagriculture and rural devel-
opment has been collabo-
rating with its counterpart in
the ministry ofcommerce, all
cotton producing states, and
other key stakeholders on
both production and quality
issues.

According to Mallam
Bello, the evolving institu-
tional support such as the
establishment and operation
of the Cotton Consultative
Committee, the Cotton Seed
Revolving Fund and its
management committee, and
the recently established
Arable Crops Development
and Marketing Company are
attestations of the govern-
ment’s interest and keen
support for the sub-seetor.

This administration, he
said, has also established
two presidential initiatives -
vegetable oil and the revival
ofthe textile industries - and
both have cotton as a major
component of their mand-
ates. He observed that the

various cocoa associations. ] isting_linkages Abetween

BBEBA §fBwing, ginnlag, and
the cotton textile industry
comprising yam spinning,
fabric wearing, and knitting,
as well as apparel manuf-
acture must of necessity be
strengthened to expand
production.

The minister also disc-
losed that under the presid-
ential initiative on vegetable
oil, a target has been set for
the production ofone million
tonnes of seed cotton per
annum from 2007, which
wouldyield 660,000 tonnesof
cotton seed for vegetable oil
production as well as 340
million tonnes ofquality fibre
for the textile sector.

Earlier in his welcome
address, the Kaduna state
governor, Alhaji Ahmed Ma-
karfi, who was represented by
his deputy, Engineer Stephen
Shekari, said that cotton
production was crucial to the

economy ofthe state. He impl-
ored the forum to consider
and make recommendations
on how to revive the produc-
tion ofquality cotton and the
eventual reopening of the
many closed textile factories.

The governorofZamfara
state senta goodwill message
through his deputy, while
those of Ogun, Oyo, and
Ondo states were repres-
ented by their agriculture
commissioners.

The National Cotton
Forum was organised by the
Federal Ministry of Agric-
ulture and Rural Develo-
pment in collaboration with
the Cotton Revolving Fund
Management Committee, the
Federal Ministries of Com-
merce and Finance, the Nig-
eria Textile Manufacturers’
Association, and the Natio-
nal Cotton Association of
Nigeria.

MISTOWAIlaunched inAbuja

forts to improve intra-
negional trade in agri-
ultural products and

inputs received a boost on
Thursday March 32005 with
the launch of a project in
Abuja worth 15 million US
dollars. Code-named
MISTOWA (the Regional
Market Systems and Traders’
Organisations in West
Africa), the project’s focus is
on six ECOWAS member
states, namely, Benin, Bur-
kina Faso, Ghana, Mali, Nig-
eria, and Senegal. It will
provide market information,
news, demand and supply
situation, trend reports, and
market intelligence for prod-
ucers and traders to help
them make informed decis-
ions to increase trade.
Activities ofthe firstyear
of the project, which began
in September 2004 and will
end in 2008, are expected to
help increase the efficiency
of regional market infor-
mation systems, improve the
effectiveness ofexisting and
new market information
systems, and ensure that the
national market mformation
systems are better positioned

fof infermatien dissemi-I
nation.

The project would focus[
in its first two years on nine!
priority products for which!
the region has relative!
advantages. These include!
cassava, maize, rice, cashew
nuts, tomatoes, cattle, and
shea butter.

The key areas of
MISTOWA include incre-
asing efficiency of regional
market information systems,
improving capacities of
regional trade and producer
organisations, improving the
trade environment in West
Africa, as well as assisting
member states to develop
regional-oriented market
information systems and
trade associations.

The MISTOWA project,
which was also launched in.

"'mAccra, Ghana on 10th Febr-

uary 2005, was jointly orga-
nised by ECOWAS and the
International Centre for Soil
Fertility and Agricultural
Development (IFDC), the
implementing agency for the
project which is being
sponsored by the USAID.
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Power
R esidents of Kubwa in

the FCT are having &

tough time coping
with persistent electricity
blackout amidst intensive
heat wave. A high percentage
ofworkers in the FCT reside
in Kubwa which is about 20
minutes drive from the city
centre.

Electricity supply has
jbeen erratic in most parts of
Kubwa for the pay two
months, and the setting in of
the heat wave has worsened
the situation.

In areas such as Federal
Housing, 2.1, 2.2, PW and
most parts of Kubwa village,
jthoss Whe enjey eleetrieity

jsupply at all do so for not
moret antwo hours in a day.

a.reSU" T S reSid“ tS
Fight outside Their housbthot

:leave -°pe,.-Even

By Austine Odo, Senior
Reporter
when there is electricity, the
fans mainly blow hot air.

At the Federal Housing
Estate, Abuja Trust saw
several families outside their
houses with tjje hope of
receiving cool air. But the
worst hit were women and
children, especially new bom
babies, who cry deep in the
night.

A pregnant woman told
our correspondent that as a
result of the intense heat and
power outage, she is forced
to bathe more than five times
in a day, even as the taps have
an run dry Bu( she sajd she

had resotted to buying water
in.jerry cans from water

hawkers whMe source of

&stplin she "’

'» uld »e
Her cag may sou*d jjore

Theft o firon rods: court
arraigns policemen

(Four POYICRFRE  were
yesterday arraigned before
an Abuja magistrate sitting at
Jabi for allegedly stealing iron
rods at the National
Economical Centre Abuja.
The accused, who have
been dismissed from service
over the matter, are Amos
|Katuka, Yahaya Aminu,
Joseph Sani and Chinedu

iEke. According to the First!

| Information Report (FIR), the

jaccused are standing trial for |
criminal conspiracy and theft, i
joffences contrary to section j
97 and 287 ofthe penal code, j

Police prosecutor ASP
John Udeh told the court that
the accused on Februaiy 28,
2004 conspired and stole
labout 200 length ofiron rods
of various sizes kept at the
construction site of the
centre.

j ByFkanemBasseyEyo
(Intern)

All the accused persons
pleaded innocence to the
charges.

Chiefmagistrate Othman
Musa, in his ruling, ordered
their remand at the Kuje
Prison, and adjourned the
case to March 22, 2005 for
further hearing.

Kubwa

bearable than one Mrs Sarumi
who recently gave birth to
two baby girls, and her
neighbour who has been ill
and is said to have high blood
pressure.

Mrs. Sarumi told our
reporter she spends an
average 0fN400 eveiy day on
water to be able to keep her
house and new babies clean.

“The babies do not
understand when the heat
wave blows, and they keep
crying all night, but at most
times, we do not have light,
so we almost sleep outside
every night,” she said.

Her neighbour, Hajiya

ity NRssipadt SSUMIMRS @
bout ° ftyphoid fever, but also
thess hiiagh Wlloast pRBssuRe. She

has not been going to her
shop because she said it was
demolished by the FCDA
authorities.

She said she has been
expecting a message from her
only son in Lagos because
her husband is no more.

“We de buy water every
day, and we no de get light.
Heat de worry us well-well,”
she said.

In the meantime, NEPA j

has intensified the
disconnection of debtors in
Kubwa. Even though power
supply is at very low level,
the disconnection team is
very serious in cutting and
packing away debtors’
cables

Secretariat declares support for
*charity organisations

he executive secretary
Social Development
Secretariat, ® Ms

Bolanle Onagoruwa, has
reiterated the secretariat’s
commitment to identifying
with charity organisations in
the Federal Capital Territory.
She made this known when
members of the Planned

el-Rufai inaugurates c’ttee on

AIDS confab

he administration of
I the Federal Capital

Territory ' has
inaugurated a 13-member
committee that will ensure the
successful hosting of the
International Conference on
AIDS and STI’s in Africa
(ICASA) in December this
lyear.

The special assistant to
iFCT minister on social sector,
Hajia Amina Salihu, who
represented the minister,
stated this at the inauguration
ofthe committee in Abuja.

According to the special
assistant, about 12,000
delegates are expected from
all over Africa to share their

By Ebenezer John Buoro,
| Intern

conference.

Hajia Amina Salihu said
that HIV/AIDS should not be
looked at as a health issue
alone but as a multi-sectoral
crisis.

Shel charged the
committee to formulate the
appropriate modalities to aid
the success of ICASA.

The chairman of the
committee, Dr. Gajere Tali,
thanked the minister for the
opportunity given them to
see to the success of the
conference.

He assured the minister
he and the other members
would do eveiything within
their power to see that the

—

Parenthood Federation of
Nigeria paid her a courtesy
visit.

Represented by Dr Chris
lyimogha, the executive
secretary promised to
forward the organisation’s
request for exemption from
the deadline given for the
revocation of undeveloped
plots to the FCT minister for
consideration.

In his speech, the
president of the PPFN, Dr.

Nosa Omoregie, explained 1

that the body is a non-
governmental organisation
established ‘with a view to
creating a conducive
environment where Nigerian
citizens can freely exercise
their rights in accessing
quality sexual and
reproductive health service
and family planning’.
While commending the
minister for waiving the
development levy on its
plots, the president disclosed
that PPFN was committed to
establishing its national

headquarters in Abuja and
'H for thf sunnnrt r>fthp i

—
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Pupils,,’fanFCTPrimar>school engaged in a sack race



Poverty: Villager

to trade by barter

Irade by barter occa
sioned by exchange of
goods for goods has
resurfaced in Gabargal Village,
Guri local government area of
iJigawa State.
The News Agency of Ni-
\geria (NAN) reports that the
residents engaged in the trade
to meet their immediate needs
because of lack of money.
Men and women in the.M
Ivillage engaged in exchange
lof foodstuff such as giving
tfhillet and sorghum for other
items as soap, salt and other
lessential items. The people,

mostly women exchanged
cow milk for foodstuff.

One of the women in
Gabargal, Mrs. Fatima
Maina, told NAN that money
was scarce in the village be-
cause farming and fishing no
longer thrive as major rivers,
including Komodugu had
dried up.

“For the last nine years
the river bed remains without
water following the silting of
the River Hadejia tributary,”
she said.

An elder, Malam
Shugaba Amanu, said the

Daily Trust

Kano | rust

S revert

natural tiversion o\fthe river
channel to the west of the
village left the eastern tribu-
tary dried rendering Gabargal
Village in aridity, while annual
rainfall was little.

Over the years the people
have resorted to fetching
and sales of firewood as their
mainstay, he said.

“As we desperately want
water from the river because
ofthe threatening aridity, the
people of Marma, Margadu,
Tukwikwi and Kabak villages
on the western channel of
the river are now in flood.”
he said. Amanu alleged that
many men have migrated
from the village because of
the situation.

Kano Muslims urged to assist
Abuja mosque rehabilitation

uslims in Kano
State have been

IVI asked to im-

jnensely contribute by way of
financial assistance to the
committee set-up by the emir

NEPA pledges
prompt
repaid of

faults

Kano people have been as-
sured that electrical faults re-
ported by residents will
henceforth not exceed 2 hours
Ibefore they are rectified.
Chief operating officer,
Kano distributing zone of
N.E.P.A, Alhaji (Dr)ls’haq
|Usman gave the assurance
while launching two new
;Rapid Response vans at-
tached to the N.E.RA. cus-
tomer service in the state
‘meant for faults clearance.
Alhaji Is’hag Usman prom-
jised that within the abilities
iofN.E.RA, the new fault clear-
ing technique would help
|[them not exceed two hours of
|rectification after faults have
been reported.
He also said that the ve-
—hi :les procured are dedicated
Ifor that singular purpose of
|local electric faults clearance
fitted into the NEPA’s cus-
tomer service charter that un-
idertakes to provide quality
Iservice that N.E.P.A custom-
lers can expect.
While presenting the keys
lof the vehicles to Dala and
Nassarawa Business district
|in Kano, he promised to pro-
vide more of those facilities
ito other NEPA business units
that will be used in generat-
iing awareness for people con-
“fceming their bills and other
issues.
The vehicles which were
equipped with communica-
jtion gadgets will be strategi-
cally stationed for easy reach
iby customers and will be on
. 24 hours service.

Yusha'uAdamu Ibrahim,
Correspondent (Kano)

of Kano Alhaji Ado Bayero,
for the rehabilitation of
Abuja national mosque.

The plea was jointly
made by two members ofthe
committee, Shiekh Mudi
Saiga and Alhaji Wada-
Aliyu Gaya in a television
programme aired by the
state-owned television sta-
tion, CTV and monitored in
Kano.

Contributing in the
programme, Alhaji Wada
Aliyu Gaya, said the commit-
tee has divided itself in 7
sub-committees for easy col-
lection of donations from the
various class of Muslim
communities in the state.

He explained further that
the sub-committees include
academiciafts, businessmen,
major marketers, elites, Is-
lamic scholars, associations
and other public gathering

centres. He pointed out that
already some of the market
association leaders have
been contacted and arrange-
ments have reached ad-
vanced level on how to
source money from their
members.

Alhaji Wada Gaya dis-
closed further that the emir,
Dr. Ado Bayero, had also di-
rected the chairman of the
committee, Alhaji Sani Sarki
Yola, to inform all district
heads across the state to col-
lect donations from individu-
als in their domains.

Alhaji Gaya, who was the
Sarkin-Yakin Kano, stated
that enough receipts are pro-
vided to various collection
centres which include,
Juma’at mosques, offices of
the district heads, offices of
the market associations as
well as to the members ofthe
committee.

The Sarkin-Yakin Kano,
who described the donations

Police promotes servicemen

e Nigeriapolice force

has promoted (9)

nine members of the

police rank and file to -their

various next ranks in Kano.

This gesture is also a policy

ofrewarding excellence, and
hard work to its members.

The Inspector General of
police, Mr. Sunday Ehindero
conducted the decoration ex-
ercise at the sentry guard
mounted for the number one
police shepherd at zone one
headquarters in Kano.

The TGP expressed his
administrations readiness to
train and retrain officers in
order to give the Nigeria po-
lice force a sense ofdirection
while enlightening both ca-
dets and police officers of the
Nigeria police force ofhis 10-
point programme ofaction.

Ehindero also informed
the police of its new slogan
which he said is “to serve
and police with integrity” and
urged them to use that as

guide through hard work and
the seeking of honour and
integrity.

uslims in Kano

Bayero tasks

assiduously for the develop-
ment of Islam through
prompt support to the
Islammiya and Qur’anic
schools, the emir of Kano,
Alhaji Ado Bayero, issued
the advice at appeal fund
launch for the construction
of Kanzul Huda Islammiya
School.

The royal father, who
gave a personal donation of
N1million at the occasion,
observed that the full partici-
pation of Muslims especially
wealthy individuals for such
gesture is the only solution
to the development of-Is-
lamic education.

According to him, Al-

Wednesday,
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Selling Kpomo (caltle-skin) pepper soup in Kano is becoming a common feature among men as they

struggle to earn a living.

as another form of Jihad,
stated that shops, town-halls
and libraries would be pro-
vided to the national mosque
for proper maintenance ofthe
mosque.

In his contributions,
Shiekh Mudi Saiga called on
the Muslims to imbibe the
culture of offering assistance
to mosques, suggesting that
“even after the rehabilitation

of Abuja national mosque,
Muslims should continue do-
nating financially to assist
the mosque and other Juma’at
mosques across the country
for proper maintenance of
such worshipping places.”
Shiekh Salgu who quoted
various Qur’anic verses and
prophetic sayings explained
that those who contributed in
sustaining aplace ofworship

Pix: Yushau lbrahim.

would be rewarded both in
this would and the hereafter.

It could be recalled that
the emir of Kano, Dr. Ado
Bayero has set-up a commit-
tee under the leadership of
Madakin-Kano, Alhaji Sani
Abdullahi Sarki Yola to col-
lect donations for the reha-
bilitation of Abuja national
mosque.

Emir of Kano urges support for census

Jhe emir of Kano, Dr.
Alhaji Ado Bayero,
has called on district

heads to give the forthcom-
ing census exercise the nec-
essary support in order to
achieve success of the
project.

The emir made the call

By Mustapha Isah Kwaru,
Correspondent (Kano)
mighty God has reserved
great reward for those who
invest their wealth in boost-
ing Islamic activities, warning
that failure to abide by His di-
rective will not augur well for

defaulters.

The emir reminded Mus-
lims to note that they could
only have peace and joy in
the world as well as in the
hereafter, if they rededicate
their daily affairs to the Is-
lamic injunctions, saying
worldly gains will not save
them from the punishment of
Almighty God.

Alhaji Bayero, however,
advised Muslims to desist
from acts capable of crippling
the cordial relationship exist-

ByJamilah Nuhu Musa,
Correspondent (Kano)

when the census committee
led by Professor Sadik
Suleiman Wali, paid him a
courtesy call in his palace.
He noted that the census
as a national programme is

Muslims on Islamic education

ing between their counterparts
of other faiths, explaining that
Islam does not condone tribal
or ethnic violence.

Also speaking at the occa-
sion, the Walin Kano, Alhaji
Mahe Bashir Wali applauded
the emir for the kind gesture
saying it will serve as a good
lesson for others to emulate.

He emphasised that Kano
is one of the best recognised
areas nationwide due to its
vast religious and economic
tolerance, saying all and sun-
dry should participate in any
effort meant to overhaul its
standard.

The headmaster of the
school, Malam Dauda
Abdullahi, in his vote of
thanks, commended all those
who offered donations to the
fund which realised N 1.8m.

timely and would augur well
for the people of the state.

He therefore enjoined
them to enlighten their
people on the issue to enable
them participate fully.

The emir reiterated that
the census is important for
the development of the na-
tion and its people in gen-
eral.

He then commended the
committee for the success
achieved so far and promised
that necessary support
would be given to enhance
the project.*

Speaking earlier, profes-
sor, Sadik Suleiman Wali, said !
that they were in the palace
to intimate him on the cen- j
sus project and to seek for
his support.

Professor Wali had called j
on the emir to enjoin district
and village heads as well as
Islamic leaders in the commu-
nity to sensitize people on the
forthcoming census exercise. :

He said that people
needed to be more enlight-
ened in order for them to per-
form better than they did dur-
ing the last census exercise.



LASGjseals
companies premises

he Lages State
government on
Monday continued

iits aggressive revenue
generation drive; sealing off
Ithe premises of two

j companies and a plaza over
non-remittance 0 fN47 million
Pay As You Earn (PAYE)
deductions from thcifworkers

jsalaries to government

| coffers.
Two ofthe affected firms
jNAYEE Press and Magodo
Plaza were said to have

! N25 millior
i r Ve Domd”
I N60Tadf5 g3 .Whygh

j collectors on site was spared,
J  Another firm, GRIZI
‘gena Limited with a tax
ia | Ity of NT million was

| equally shot. The on-going

D” emng filTOS

loS m ~
NoB of

11E k
Tinuhu administratioentboyraligg
| the internally generated
jrevenue to N10 billion
| monthly before the expiration
j ofits tenure in 2007.
j % ° ther blue chip
Icompanies like Guinness
jNigeria PIl, Chevron and
] Sheraton Hotel and Towers
| have all been indicted over
jnon-remittance of PAYE
| deductions to fatten
;government’s internal
i earnings.

Khe |egal adviser to e
Lagos State Board of Internal
Reveldue, Mrs. Abosede
Olukolu, led the enforcement
team.

NAYEE Press, located at
| L Lambert Imasuen Chive
! AJao Estate was sealed, as the
| management team was not

around. The company was
landited for the flscal year

2092, Magodo‘b}az-a-was-sal‘d
to be owned by one Dr. Fatai
Animashaun. However, he
was said to have ~>Id the
property to another company.

But the team did not buy
the explanation as the
company was placed under
lock and key. The on-going
exercise is the outcome ofa
discovery by the state
government that a large
percentage of corporate
concerns in the state have
failed in the last 10to 15years

ﬁ remit PAYE deducted from
eir staff tBathie coffer rfit,»

« e

desibfs a6 8nediho '
monthly internally generated
revenue of N 10 bdfion to be
able to effectively meet its
obligations

Olukolu said that the state

g°vemment is determined to
ensurc” all outstanding tax

|mailiiies are eollected,

U

X VijL maybecomnell’\f
to™ shut down

H eadquarters o
Nigeria Limited am

. X

government’s
Nleund”™T jL S
Inc*™eTax Actof 1993.

ine threat to seal up the

head office of the Chevron
apd-te amKt v

EV on
tSSGnIOF

3

f f*"- m

Iy

coffer

pay the sum of N4.2 billion
deducted from its staff
salaries from 1991 to 2003
The tax liability is in
respect of a home ownership

|thheld LGfunds:
oy A @ 9 - YIGHMISING. L. 8.5

-A. has said the fgdgfal
government is politically
victimising the state by its
refusal to release the over N 18
billion owed councils in the
stajg._

According to LAHA, the
state had won twice at the
V em e Courtbutthe federal

government defied the ruling
ofthe apex courtand stand in

breach of the constitution of
'the country.

The chairman of the
house’s committee on
Information, Mr. Tunde
Oyewo who gave this
submission mAiausa, said the
face-off between the federal
and state government over
the seized allocation was

— orJ™P°ndent (Lagos) |j
taking a dangerous trend.

He said, “The face-off
between the Lagos State and
federal government is taking

dardatgge?ussﬁeaudmtsmueeyy
P ¥|{|ca V|nd|ct|veness Ttre
Lagos State House of
Asse™Wy is condemning in
tota,ity the continuous
withholding  gf |gcal
government funds and we
call on.all well meaning
Nigerians and all those
concerned to prevail on the
federal governmentto pay the
funds immediately”.

‘Oyewo said the House
weuld do everything possible
to ensure that the funds are

released. “The House is fully

"f

I—r>u r

Aown Chevron h

board

“or Its employees known as failed to remit the said amount While reinstating the fact

Chevron

Employees Home deducted from personalthat with the
Wnershlpplan «

ofits staffwithin the

T??\e':?:ederal ngh—gourt P6™*1underreview.

sitting ,

A TM

Cha,lenS,ng t’ne special

Interna! Rev! a u
Economic7 n? t

£COn°™ ¢ and Financial
Crimes Commission, (EFCC)

o

A special investigation
jointly carried out by the
Lagos State Board of Internal
Revenue and the EFCC
re¥6aladathRL CORYBN "had

House

ensure the release of the
councils’ funds, whether
political, legal, constitutional,
moral, and spiritual”.

Oyewo also said that the
FRberaary sittiimggs i the Housee
wau bl st e s, il ke e
condemned speculations that
thehouse had fallen short of
the required number of
sittings as listed in the
Constitution.

He said the constitutional
requirement for houses of
a%wmthw im éH@e dtgrsstiuﬁmﬂ
'S 188 days*Acconding to him,
tfle state assembly had sat for
l§%8 d and the
constitutlonal year for the
assemhly, which starts on

June 2nd June 1st had not
yet ended.

Chevron had filed a suit
at the Federal High Court
against Attorney General of
Lagos State, Lagos State
Board of Internal Revenue
and EFCC claiming that its
fundamental rights to acquire
and own property and to fair
hearing was being infringed
upon.

The state government
had accused the oil company
of evading N4.2 billion and
subsequently served it with
a demand notice to pay the
said amount.

Delivering judgment,
Justice Rebecca Olomojobi
held that the main issue
reflected in the reliefs sought
the ground upon which the
reliefs are based and the facts
in support of the relief’s are
principally on the personal
income tax 1993 as amended.

While the issue of
fundamental right of the
applicant flows from the
principal relief’s and are
therefore incidental or
ancillary to the principal
reliefs. And such this action
is incompetent and the same
will be and it is hereby struck
out.”

Reacting to thejudgment,
public relations officer,
ministry of finance, Boshun
Jinadii lamented the high rate
at which corporate bodies
and individuals defraud the
state government through
the falsification oftax returns
on PAYE and withholding
taxes.

era of tax evasion and
falsification of tax returns is
now a thing ofthe past as the
government has already put
in place all

machineries to deal with S

companies engaged in
f{aydulent}a rac icesin H
state. ax rac ICES m €

Also speaking the PRO,
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14 Unilag students, woman,

F charged with arson
ourteen students of the*

on
eare

vetore £ A7ER

maglstrates WourtonG 13

count charge, including arson!

Charged along w,,b the
students for the offence

allegedly c¢,mmi,ed on'

January 19, 2005 was a « .
,C= »Ma,, ,.,e Mrs

tl
The prosecutlon told the

court that on the said date, the
suspects allegedly burnt
down the official quarters and
guest chale, of ,he
chancellor of the university
Prof. Avo rbidano-OK,, J
ehose of professors D *
Olowokudejo and Duro
Adeyalemi, all federal
government property.

The prosecution added

1S:=r"]

conditioners, books and bags
of rice were set ablaze and
stolen by the accused
Persons who struck at about
5am.

Eze further said that the

aqch of

AN AN 5

*hOW**/\

suspects also unlawfully
confined Mrs. Folake
Olowokudejo, in Moremi Hall,
and thai they also attempted

to murder Miss Deola
S L
her,n,,ata in g * ®
ju
NET o £ Z ? bkve
T '

® the mterest of*fusticp
noting that the o fW Hh

not /

punishment.3 C*Pltal

lo S ST 1 7 '5-

B roesstnte mSp* ofthe
Aests of the prosecution,

" In

>

O 11Kesum-
stressed,
7

u- -,

ﬁase to March 31 20

Many students of the
university and the relations o f

the suspects thronged the
court, many of whom broke
down and sobbed as the 13!
counts were read.
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JIGAWA STATE GOVERNMENT

Congratsto M r.P resident

|, Alh. lbrahim Saminu
Turaki, Executive
Governor, Jigawa
State, on behalf of
myself, the
Government and good
people of Jigawa State
join other Nigerians at
home and In the
diasphora In
congratulating our
visionary leader at 68.
Mr. President, Sir,
Your attainment of 68
years of age Is a
shower of blessing to
Nigeria as you Continue CHIEF OLUSEE;JDNEROAE?_AE,EISIS(;L@CCI):FR,N:DGREEIiIDENT OF THE
to lead by exhibiting
your visionary style of
leadership and
craftsmanship In
piloting the affairs of
our nation.

We wish you many
more happy returns.

Congratulations!

Alh. Ibrahim Saminu Turaki,

Signed )
J Executive Governor,

Alh. Ibrahim Saminu Turaki, _
Executive Governor, Jigawa State, Jigawa State,



T he national chairman of
the Northern Youths
Association (NYA),
i Abubakar Danguguly,

W e condemned the recent
statement credited to the
chairman of the Economic
and Financial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC), Alhaji Nuhu

Ribadu, that the former

military president, General

Ibrahim Badamosi Baban-

gida (1BB), will never rule the

country, even as he said the

EFCC chairman is just

pursuing a private agenda.

Speaking to Daily Trust
over the weekend in Kaduna,

Alhaji Dangulguly advised

the EFCC chairman not to

allow himselfto be used by

selfish politicians.
According to him, the

senior special assistant to

Nfthu Ribadu

NYA Chairman

EromAliyu Haruna,
|Correspondence (Kaduna)

President Olusegun Oba-
sanjo on Media and Publi-
city, Mr. Fani Kayode, had
committed similar blunders,
which are not ideal in a
democratic set-up.

The NYA chairman said

that 2007 is in the hands of *

God and it is only Him that
can decide who should be
the next president of this
great country of ours.
Alhaji Dangulguly said
that anybody who is
accused is presumed inno-
cent, until he is proved other
wise, saying that based on
the unfortunate statement
credited to Ribadu, he has
already taken side on the

T ie former head of state,
General YakubuGowon,
has called on Nigerians

irrespective o ftheirpolitical and

religiousdifferences to uniteand
come together, for them to
succeed in the goal they have
set to achieve. He also urged
themto love one another, live in
peaceand harmony, andbetheir
brother’s keeperswhich is some
of the ingredients of progress
and development

General Gowon madethecall

To get ahead, we need to look at and
examine all options, and choose the ideal

military president.

‘Ribadu is just an
investigator not a judge,’
saying that the ‘EFCC boss
is already a judge, in his
own case which is contrary
to the law,” he lamented.

The NYA chairman said
that the youth in the
country have faith in the
skill, vision, courage and
intellectual capability of
IBB, who believed in the
unity and greatness of
Nigeria.

Alhaji Dangulguly said
that the former president
has the constitutional right
to contest for the number
one seat of the country in
order to contribute poli-
tically, socially and econo-
mically to the development
o f the nation.

in Gusau, thecapital ofZamfera
state, at the occasion ofthe 6"
International Conference on
Sharia and Christians/Muslims
Mutual RelationinNigeria, held
at the premises of J.B. Yakubu
Secretariat, Gusau.

In his remark, Governor
Ahmed Sani, who was
represented by his deputy,
Alhaji MahmudAliyu Shinkarfi,

he minister of
T Police Affairs,
Alaowei Brodvick
Bozimo, has charged

members of the newly
inaugurated ministerial task
force on police welfare to
come out with meaningful
plans on how to improve
police welfare. This was
contained in a statement
made available to Daily
Trust and signed by
Okwudifor Anthony.

The minister stated that
in order to get the best from
the police force, they must
be well motivated, attribu-
ting the present poor police
service delivery to lack of
adequate welfare scheme in
the force.

Alaowei Bozimo, also
added that the welfare
programme must be based
on voluntary assistance
from credible organisations,
corporate bodies, stake
holders and friends of the

igerians

disclosed that the occasion
was unique, considering the
existingprevalence o freligious
interference in the country.
Alhaji MahmadAliyualso
explained that the two major
religions, Islam and Christia-
nity, are not only in Nigeria,
but indeed in the entire world
He further maintained that
the government of Zamfara
state and its people were
optimistic that the unique
gathering would help in

Bozimo Inaugurates task

force on

police.

He said government
alone cannot effectively
provide the requirement of
the police and urged mem-
bers of the committee to
work hard to put in place
measures to enhance police
welfare so as to boost the
morale of the entire police
force.

The minister called on
the task force to focus on
transportation and post
retirement housing scheme
for the police. *

The six man ministerial
task force is headed by the
permanent secretary, minis-
try of the police affairs,
chief (Mrs.) Grace
Arehibong, others incluide

to unite

enhancing close relationship, as
well as understanding of both
religions by their followers.

The acting governor stated
that he hoped the followers of
foe opposite faithswould create
an atmosphere of mutual
respect, tolerance and appre-
ciation of differences, and
sensibilities of each others
thereby minimising the
necessary misconception and
apprehension.

police welfare

From Benjamin Auta,
Crime Reporter

the director, Police
Council, Dr. Yaro Gella,
director Planning, Re-
search and Statistics, Alh.
Abba Kassim, director
Admini-stration and
Supply, Hajia Aisha Dan-
kani, Sir Cletus Imonmon,
special assis-tant to
minister, and Alh. Labaran

Abubakar DIG “A”
department.
ro IC toilmo.

Minister ofPolice Affaris
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Rivers orders arrest ofillegal
users of govt, plate numbers

State
has

he Rivers
I government
advised the police in*

the state to arrest and
impound vehicles whose
owners are using government
plate numbers illegally.

Handing over the order,
the commissioner of
information in the state. Mr.
Magnus Abe, said it has
come to the notice o fthe State
government that people were
in the habit of wusing
government plate numberson
private vehicles,

“The practice is
unhealthy and criminal and
should be stopped. We have
advised the police in the state
to arrest any individual
involved in this and to

From lIkcnna Emeka
Okpani, Bureau Chief, Port \
Harcourt
impound thevehicTe” he

said.

Mr. Abe said most people
print local government
number plates and put in their
vehicles without permission
and can use su”i vehicles to
commitcrime.

The commissioner also
announced that the state
government was interested
in the banking sector and
would buy enough shares in
some banks that will give it
some level of ownership of
such banks.

“When we talked of
banks we didn't say we were
going to revive the state

FG to standardise
hlghway billboards

he minister of works,

Senator Adeseye

Ogunleye, has
stressed the need for the
government to collaborate
with the Outdoor Advertising
Practitioners of Nigeria
(OAAN) to standardise
billboards posted on federal
highways so as to optimise
all possible benefits to the
government and in the
Nigerian public.

To this end, a permanent
committee comprising of
representatives of Outdoor
Advertising Practitioners and
officials of the federal
government is to be set-up
within two weeks.

A press release from the
minister’s office, signed by
his Chief Press Secretary,
Lawrence Ojabo, said the
ministermade the remark while
receiving the report of a 7-
man bi-partisan committee of
the ministry and OAANS’s

By Nisir laaaaa, Property A
Environment Editor

officials set up to monitorthe
display of billboards
mounted on federal roads.

The minister observed
that many of the billboards
currently posted on federal
highways were designed and
installed with little
consideration for safety of
road users, suitability of
location or aesthetics, as is
the current practice in other
parts o fthe world.

He also said that the
primary aim o fgovernment is
not to enhance its revenue
profile but to explore all
avenues to reduce road
accidents through removing
distractions to motorists,
collapse ofboard, leading to
detraction due to improper
construction and mounting
of the billboards, among
others.

owned pan <African bank.
We did not say that. But we
are looking at banks which
are already established and
being managed well where we
can buy into to the level that
we can have a director and
be able to make decisions,
such investment would be
good for the future of Rivers
State and the creation of
employment for the youths”
he said.

He debunked claims in
certain quarters that the state
government was trying to
establish a new bank adding
that the government was
aware that it was difficult for
it to run such businesses
without undue politicization
and influences, an issue, he
said plagued the moribund
state owned bank.

Inarelated development,
the government has acquired
an executive aircraft that
would be used for commercial
purposes.

The commissioner for
transport. ChiefGlory Emeh,
who was speaking after the
State Executive Council
meeting in Port Harcourt said
the venture was expected to
improve the revenue base of
the state since the aircraft
which is fitted with special
ambulance would be
available for anyone in need
of such services.

ChiefEmeh said that other
investors in the aviation
sector have agreed to bring
in ten helicopters that would
be operated in the state in
moving passenger and
cargoes, as well as for fire
fighting and agriculture.

Government’s role, in this
direction, he said would be
to provide the needed
conducive environment for
the aviation business to
strike.

NBTE chieftasksASUP on confab

T he executive secretary
for the National Board
for Technical Educat-

ion (NBTE), Engr. Dr. NuraA.
Yakubu has tasked members
of the Academic Staff Union
of Polytechnics (ASUP) to
seize the opportunity of the
ongoing national confab to
demand for the resolution of
some of the teething
problems facing the sector.

He said while receiving
members of the* National
Executive Council (NEC) of
the wunion led by the
outgoing national president,
Mr. Sylvester Mamah on a
courtesy visit that though
education reforms was not on
;the agenda of the rational
confab, representatives of
jthe academic community are
seriously canvassing for its
inclusion as an agenda using
|the institutional discussion
forum.

In a statement by NBTE
spokesman, Lawal Hafiz. Dr.
INuru said the union should
larticulate its position on
Ireforms including structure of
jthe educational system, its

F na Sani Baba D®ko,
Bureau Chief (Kaduna)
governance and funding
supported by well-resear-
ched reasons and superior
arguments characteristics o f

an academic community.
Besides, the executive
secretary said the union

should work in concert with
other stakeholders to come
up with a position on the
forthcoming public hearingin
the House of Represen-
tatives on the bill for an act
to establish the National
Commission for Polytechnics
(NCP%

Adamawa gov. commends NASS

G overnor Bom llaruna
o f Adamawa Stale has
commended the

members of the National

Assembly for their

complementary role of

oversight functions of
ensuring the actualisation of
the National ldentity Card
programme. In a speech
delivered during the flag-off
ceremony for the
distribution of National

Identity Cards at the Women

Development Centre, Yola,

Governor Haruna also

commended President

Olusegun Obasanjo for

taking what he described as

a giant stride.

“Indeed, by ensuring the
actualisation of this
programme which was

Fraaa Abdalkareem Baba
A aiaa, (Reporter!
initiated over 20 years ago
through budgetary provision
and monitoring of its
implementation, the present
members of the National
Assembly will go down inthe
history of this country as the
most effective in its
constitutional role of
oversight functions,” said

Governor Haruna.

He said that the National
Identity Card is another effort
to give Nigerian citizens a
sense of national pride and
to attain the state of
nationhood. “It is another
effort to actualise the
Nigerian project with
common identity,” added
governor Haruna.

W ednesdax.

M arch 9 200

L-K: Mrs. Fatima Mmrtala Alyako-vice chairman, Senbore farm Ltd.. Dr. Sidi Jammeh, World Bank
Regional Director for Africa Rural Development Programme, Mr. Art Thamnus KoHs, commissioner of
agriculture, Adamawa State, Dr. Adetumji Oredape, motional coordinater, Fadama Il project during the

visit of Fadama Il project team to Senbore farm LtdL, Adamawa State

inenltj.

Suswan Kick-startswater project

In Benue

S uccour has at lastcome
the way of the rural
communities suffering

from acute water shortage in

Benue State, as a project

designed to sink various

motorised boreholes in the 23

local government areas o fthe

state was flagged off
yesterday, by Governor
George Akume.

Initiated by the House of
Representatives committee
chairman on Budget and
Appropriation, Hon. Gabriel
Tor Suswan, the water
supply project which is
contracted to an engineering

Fran Hir Josepk.
Correspondent (Mahtrdi)

company co-owned by the
Chinese, the C.G.C. Nigeria
Ltd. through the federal
ministry of water resources,
is according to the lawmaker,
an extension of his original
constituency project in his
Sankera (Benue State),
federal constituency.
Performing the flag-off
ceremony in Apil, one of the
first benefiting communities
in Makurdi local government,
Governor Akume who was
flanked by members of his
state executive council as
well as elders of the area,
passed the appreciation of

NO95m equipment
for Kano hospitals

ight (8) general
E hospitals in Kano

State are to benefit
from modern hospital
equipment worth N95 million
procured by Kano State
government as part of its
effortsto improve healthcare
delivery in the state.

Kano State governor,
Malam Ibrahim Shekarauwho
announced this while
inspecting the equipment at
the premises o fthe state drug
management agency, said the
move was aimed at total
transformation o femergency
and maternity units of the
hospitals which has been
neglected for a long time by
past administrations.

The equipment procured,
according to the governor
will help in no small way in

reducing the problems
encountered by both
patients and hospital

administrators in healthcare
delivery of the state. He
reiterated the commitment of
his administration to
producing quality and
efficient healthcare services
to the people in line with his
government’s policy of
development.

The equipment procured
include 300c new mattresses
to replace old ones in all
maternity units of the 8
hospitals, oxygen cylinders,
examination couchs,
surgical instruments, diagn-

Masa Umar ka/aure,
Bureau Chief (Kano)
osis sets, electro-card K>-gram
and others.

Hospitals to benefit from
these equipment include
Murtala Mohammed specia-
list hospital, general hospital
in Wudil, Bichi, Kura, Tudun
Wada, Gezawa and Gwarzo.

The state commissioner
o f health, Sanda Muhammad
who conducted the governor
round the equipment said
they will be distributed to the
benefiting hospitals without
delay and urged the
hospitals to make best use of
the equipment.

the state government that
one of the Benue
representatives at the
National Assembly has
considered it imperative to
continue to support
government’s efforts at
reducing the sufferings of the
people.

Dr. Akume
challenged other
representatives at the
National Assembly to
emulate Hon. Suswan’s
gesture to the people, also
recalled that the current effort
ofthe federal legislator isjust
the continuation of what he
(Hon. Suswan) began in his
first tenure towards touching
the lives of the rural people.
This, he said, began in
various ways including
award of scholarship to
students, provision of
education support materials,
fertiliser to farmers and rural
electrification to various
communities.

Introducing his initiative
earlier to the community and
the state government, Hon.
Suswan who was flanked by
an army of his colleagues
from the National Assembly,
said the project whose first
phase would come to fruition
in four months, covering 17
out of the 23 local
government councils, was the
proposal he made in the 2004
budget as a principal officer
ofthe federal legislature.

who
state

Jigawa explains non-
payment of salaries

inability by some
local government and
primary schools
woricers in Jigawa State to get
their March salaries was as a
result of indiscriminate
recruitment of teachers
without abiding by laid down
procedures.

This was annoui”™d by
the state head of service,
Alhaji Ibrahim Mu’azu in an
interview with newsmen.

He said the councils have
carried out massive
employment between March
2004 to date which are not in
standem with the state
employment embargo placed
in both the local and state

Fraaa Uassaa A. Karofi,
Correspondent (Outset

civil service.

Daily Trust learnt that
hundred o flocal government
staff could not get their
salaries this month leading to
serious tension amongst
staffin the 27 councils ofthe
state.

Accordng to the head of
service local government
salaries including promotion
and yearly increment stands
at N202 million but the
councils wrote claiming
about N218 million with an
increase ofN 16 million they
could not properly explain.



Wednesday, March 9, 2005

Customs impound 2<500
cartons offrozen chickens

- Glil@m% the banning
Forder of the federal
government on the im-
[portation of frozen foods into
tI"ountry, the Ogun state
>i*®iand of the Nigeria Cus-
Service has impounded
2, 500 cartons of frozen
chicken. The area comptrol-
ler of the command, Mr.
Rasheed Taiwo, disclosed
this at Idiroko when the ex-
jecutive members of the state
|chapter of Nigeria Union of
Journalists paid him a cour-
tesy visit at his office. '

He said the seizure came

jfew weeks after his command

arrested an eastern bus con-
taining contraband goods,
explaining that the bus carry-
ing the frozen chicken with
registration number XG 824
EKY was arrested last Thurs-
day at about 11. 45pm along
ithe Benin-Sagamu express
way.

Mr. Taiwo, who said the im-
pounded frozen chicken
worth several thousands of
naira, explained that his offic-
ers who acted on a tip offsue

From Hassan A. Karofi,
Correspondent Duste

lawmaker represent

ing Ringim in the

Jigawa state House of

Assembly,
Inuwa Sule Udi has launched
a poverty alleviation scheme
in his constituency to boost
the peoples’ socio-economic
wellbeing.

In the launch ceremony, 11
motorcycles, six bicycles, and
about N 100, 000 cash were
given to individuals, clubs
and schools. While thou-
sands of youths and the less
privileged gathered at the
Ringim to witness the occa-
sion.

In his speech at the occa-
|sion, Hon. Inuwa disclosed
|that his decision to launch the
|scheme was in his believe to
improve the living condition
|of the less privileged in his
community.

He said apart from the pov-
erty alleviation scheme, an
|education scholarship to the
|students ofthe less privileged
was equally flagged-off
|which has 100 students as
beneficiaries.

Hon. Udi further explained
that all qualified students in
his constituency would get
free WAEC forms, JAMB and
scholarship to assist them
further their education.

During the ceremony, a 15
year old JSS 11l student,
Mohammed Sani, who came
1st in his class, was given a
scholarship up to university
level by the lawmaker.

Several speakers at the oc-
casion, including the benefi-
ciaries described the launch
of the scheme as commend-
able, and called on other

By Kayode Ajibola,
CorrespondentAbeokuta
ceeded in nabbing the bus
containing the items, while
some buses with similar
banned food items escaped.

‘We have discovered that
the smugglers are dynamic,
but we are also ready for
them’, he stated. *

The customs comptroller
who expressed dismay over
the rate at which smugglers
engaged in their nefarious act,
Apromised that his command
would make live unbearable
for them in the state.

While speaking on the ef-
forts of the command to
check people from buying
banned frozen foods in the
country, Mr. Taiwo said his
command has concluded ar-
rangement to educate the
public on the risk involved in
the consumption of imported
frozen foods

m

gun state capital has
Oblamed the National
Electric Power Au-

thority (NEPA) for their incon-
sistency in power supply
which has affected the State
Water Corporation.

The general manager ofthe
State Water Corporation,
Engr. Dele Jolaoso, disclosed
this to newsmen while brief-
ing them on the problem of
water supply in the state.

According to him, ‘the ma-
jor problem facing the State
Water Corporation is the er-
ratic power supply to our vari-
ous water schemes and
booster stations. >Mr. Jolaoso
explained that the power sup-
ply in recent time was very
poor and erratic, stressing that
in most cases, NEPA supply
comes for about two hours
and goes off for three hours.

The public relations officer
of NEPA Abeokuta district,
Mr. Tokunbo Peters, de-
scribed the general manager’s
statement as false, accusing
the State Water Corporation
as crying wolves where there

Water corporation manager blames NEPA for scarcity

loadshed. ing that the ‘State Water Cor-

According to him, ‘there is poration should look for a
no reason for the State Water  solution to its problems and
Coiporation to blame NEPA  leave NEPA out ofthe whole
for its internal problem’,add-  issue.’

Mr. Peters explained that

the State Water Corporation
as its own separate 33KV
line, which the NEPA docs not

Alhaji Shehu Shagari sitting (L) waiting to collect his Certificate of Occupancy (O o fo'Sm T
Ahujl Mondaf graphical Information System (AGIS), Mrs. altine Jibril (R), in

A i r flo W AIR CONDITIONERS

Honourable

=Airflow Engineering Works limited
Factory: 25/27 Qke Aro Road, off' Agfoado Rd,

W ood,

(ikeja Suburb), Lagos, Nigeria.
P.O. Box !640, Yabo, Lagos.

Hotline: 7929763. Tel: 23417745)7? 018935018

8935019,8935020. 08033064064. 080335S4S6S

08023257807,08023025 ?60. 08036W044S

08033930/3708050993923,08033591'1291

Fax: 234-1-7741497,

mAbuja: Suite 35, Yashuo Raza Behind AP Plaza
Wuse Zone 2. Abuja. Tel: 09-6703683, 08036365895

Fully Tropicalised.

High performance compressors to withstand power (overload
protection) fluctuation.

Start-up voltage at 170V and operational voltage of 180 - 240V.

E-mail: mfo@asrfiowng.com
Website: www.aWlowng.com

* Port-ftorcowrt: Hieto* (Nig) Ltd
t 56 Trans Amadi Industrial Layout P/H
lei: 084 -461092. 080354/0004

*Sokoto: SAISA Venture* Ud.
4 Abdullahi Fodio Rd, Sokoto,
Tel: 060-238342.08035041947

»Matori: MBO intf. (Nig) Itd.
Block C7, Lagos State Small Seal®© Industrial Estate
Fatal Atere Way. Tel: 01 - 7756635

*|lkeja: Wo investment Ltd.

S~r?26 nm3enue’ lkeia' lefc01' 81?7663a

* Super silent operation.

* All units are remote controlled.

* Split units are with installation Kkits.

* 24 hours technical back-up service.

Ailrflow

AIR CONDITIONERS S|mply ruj,\qed


mailto:mfo@asrfiowng.com
http://www.aWlowng.com
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GLOBAL FLEET OTI, & GAS I.TD

ATTENTION:.
PETROL STATION OWNERSL

Global Fleet Oil & Gas (Nig) Ltd, an emerging power in the downstream sector of the
Nigeria Petroleum Industry and Operator of 8u own stations nationwide, is desirous
to increase to 1000. A phase of this expansion programme is to buy filling stations in
| te Ifertlierii part of the cotinttyr

Stationsm all major towns and higways would be seriously considered. Interested
paties should indicate by sending photocopies of the following documents:

1 Photograph ofthe station

2.DPR License .
3. Certificate of Occupancy/ or any other proof of file
4.Fire Cettjfkale

5 Polke Report

6, Other proofs ofownershlp and permlssmn to operate a filHne, Station.

" e
Setters should send their Offers to:
Mukhlar Ahdiilkiulir,
Global Fleet Regional Office
XVB International Bank Building
I, Continental Lane Opp. Leventis Roundabout
Kaduna, Kaduna State.

* [ ]

« e Tel: 0803 339 3650

A FRESH INTERPRETATION OF DOING BUSINESS IN THE FCT
ABUJA INVESTMENT & PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED

Presents a Seminar on
New Appraoches to Public-Private-Partnerships for Infrastructure Financing:
“An in-depth analysis of the Build-Operate-Transfer Model as a viable option for Project
Financing and Development in the FCT?”

GUESTOFHONOUR
MALLAM NASIRAHMAD EL-RUFAI
MINISTER, FEDERAL CAPITALTERRITORY

VENUE:
KANO HALL,NICON HILTON HOTEL, ABUJA,FCT
DATE:
16TH -17TH MARCH, 2005

Foracomprehensive analysis ofthe B.O.T. market in Nigeria and the emerging trend towards increased private sector
participation in infrastructural development, we invite you tojoin us atthe AIPDC B.O.T Seminar.

We are honored to bring this event to you with the combined support ofthe Ministry ofthe Federal Capital Territory,
MFCT. *

PARTICIPATION FEE: N30,000 ONLY
For more information please visit our website at www.aipdc.com

R.S.V.P. Yetunde Olowolayemo 09-5235193 Ext.119


http://www.aipdc.com
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The launching comes iip on Thursday lOffi of Mare'h, 2005,

at the Eagle Square, Abuja by 9,00am.

Make your donations thro
Nigeria Bank

Ugh

D |C

for the credit of National Mosque Appeal Fund Account No. 01913206999.



Excitementin the air...Dancers at apublic eventin Lagos

S  outh African director
Zola Maseko has won
the top prize atAfrica’s

premier film festival, Fespaco

2005, held in Ouagadougou,

Burkina Faso.

His film Drum is set in
Johannesburg’s Sophiatown
district amid the jazz clubs
and bars of 1950s. It centres
on a determined reporter and
his clashes with the
apartheid regime. “This is an

The

Alleged

"1 yjlchael Jackson twice
| \ /| physically abused a
I'V A 13-year-old boy on
his bed while the youngster
was asleep, a court has
heard. Star Arvizo told a
Santa Mariacourt, California,
USA this week that he spied
Jackson lying on the bed next
to his brother Gavin,
touching both himself and
the boy. The 14-year-old
claimed to have spotted the
incident as he made his way
upstairs to bed one night

WA

| n the meantime, the
Arvizos’ 18-year-old
sister’s credibility

crumbled under questioning.

Jackson’s defense attorney,
| Thomas Mesereau Jr., got the

teen to backtrack, or clarify
i her testimony, on everything

from past abuse claims made
{by her family to the number
jof times she’d been to the
i wine cellar at Neverland.

In an audiotape made by
1Jackson’s team with the
| family after the Martin Bashir

documentary aired, and
laround the time they
lallegedly were being held

Daily Trust

Wednesday,

March 9, 2005

Projectgroup

names festival date

le exetutivtf director of

the Mbuja-based

African Theatrical
Project (ATP), Mrs Linda
Olisa-Meddleton, has named
May 16hto 19th 2005 as the
date for a Kaleidoscope
Festival and Expo to be
staged at the Eagle Square in
Abuja. She made the
announcement yesterday at
apress conference at Abuja’s
NICON-Hilton Hotel.

Mrs Olisa-Meddleton
also said that the festival is
aimed at reinforcing
consciousness-of cultural
values and heritages of all
participating countries. The
event, which has the
tentative theme ‘Colours of
our Culture’, is billed as “an
exhibition of works of art,
food, music, fabric, and
carnival floats.”

Furthermore, a
PowerPoint-backed
presentation by Mr Frank

Drum wins top African film prize

honour for South African
people - their resilience in
overcoming one of the most
brutal regimes of the last
century,” Maseko said.
The hero of Drum is the
fun loving, hard-drinking
philanderer, Henry Nxumalo,
a magazine reporter.
Nxumalo’s enterprising

Mic
to have

while the~family was staying
at Jackson’s Neverland
ranch.

“l saw directly onto the
bed,” he said. “l saw my
brother was outside the
covers. | saw Michael’s left
hand in my brother’s
underwear and I saw his right
hand in his underwear.”

He said his brother, then
13, was curled up and snoring
slightly, and Jackson was
touching himself. “He had his
eyes closed,” Star told the

reportage leads him into
direct conflict with South
Africa’s apartheid machinery
with fatal consequences.

The leading role is taken
by African American actor
Taye Diggs.

Maseko was awarded the
Etalon d’Or de Yennenga or
the Golden Stallion of

Yennenga, and a cash prize
of 10m CFA francs ($20,000)
at the end of the week long
film festival.

Second prize went to the
Moroccan film, La Chambre
Noire, a film about the
tortures and extra judicial
imprisonment in 1970s
Morocco.

It was directed by
Hassan Benjelloun and is
based on real events
inspired by the book The
Black Room written by
Jaouad Mdidech.

Tasuma Le Feu, a
comedy by Burkinabe
director Kollo Sanou carried
the third prize.

physically abused boy

court calmly. “I didn’t know
what to do. I went back to my
guest room.”

Two days later, he said, he
encountered a similar scene
but never told anyone what
had happened. The incidents
occurred shortly after
Jackson had shown the boys
explicit magazines which he
kept in a suitcase in his
bedroom, he said.

The covers o fmagazines,
including one called Barely
Legal, were projected into

crumbling
prosecution witness

against their will, the sister is
heard describing Jackson as
“our father figure.”
Additionally, while the
sister initially denied
knowing anything of her
family’s sexual-abuse lawsuit
against JC Penney, she

recanted when Mesereau
appeared before her with
documentation showing she
had sat in on both of her
brothers’ depositions in the
case. “ljust remembered right
now when you said
‘deposition,’” she said.

“Additionally, while the sister initially denied

knowing anything of her family3

lawsuit

against JC Penney, she recanted when

M esereau

appeared before

her with

documentation showing she hadsatin oh both
ofher brothers’depositions in the case. ”

the courtroom on a screen,
one depicting a young
woman.

Jackson denies
physically abusing Gavin
Arvizo, plying him with
alcohol and conspiring to
hold him and his family
captive.

In extensive evidence
about alcohol consumption,
Star added that on the trip
back to Neverland from Miami
he had also been offered
wine. The boy described a
wild charter flight from Miami
toNeverland in 2003, inwhich
Jackson offered him “Jesus
Juice” (wine in a Diet Coke
can), made crank phone calls
and licked his sleepy older
brother’s head. The family
claims they were whisked to
Miami when Martin Bashir’s
controversial documentary
on the singer aired in the US.

Back at Neverland, the
boy testified, the wine flowed
freely, X-rated sites were
surfed (prompting Jackson to
quip, “Got milk?”), sleeping
arrangements were tight
(three boys and Jackson in
one bed), and an unclothed
Jackson surprised the boy
and his brother one night
while they were watching
movies. “He sat on the bed
and said it was natural,” the
boy said. Earlier, the jury
heard a tape on which mother,

Janet Arvizo, said she
felt her children were
“safe” and “protected”
when they were with
the singer. The tape
was made in February
2003 by a private
investigator working
for the Jackson team,
10 days after Bashir’s
documentary was
broadcast.

eanwhile,
IVI Michael Jackson
faces trial in the

USA, people in Austria have
been puzzled by his wardrobe
during the opening ofhis trial.
He appears to have chosen
to wear the Golden Medal of
Honour for Services to
Vienna on his left breast.

“We’ve received
hundreds of calls from
citizens who want to know if
Vienna has really awarded this
honour to Michael Jackson,”
said Petra Rama, a city
spokesman. But the.answer
is no. Jackson is 46, and yoo*
have to be at least 50 to
receive the capital’s most
prestigious award, which has
been given only around 1,000
times since its inception in
1967, mainly to architects,
artists.and writers.

Rama acknowledged that
the eight-pointed golden star

By Crispin Oduobuk,
Group Literary Editor

Sheen of the United States-
Nigeria Development
Institute (USND1), which is
also based in Abuja, sought
to, among other things, detail
the expected gains of the
festival. Mr Sheen said that
the festival would boost
Nigeria’s image positively in
the international community.

In collaboration with
USNDI, ATP says it is
working with several
ministries and institutions to
bring about the festival. The
ministries include those of
Information and National
Orientation, Culture and
Tourism and Foreign Affairs.
Several embassies are also
said to be assisting with the

project.
However, it is not clear
precisely  how many

countries are expected at the
festival.

It tells the story of an
elderly ex-serviceman,
Tasuma, who fought for
France but was still waiting
for his pension years later.

Fed up with waiting
Tasuma holds the district
administrator hostage and
forces him to dictate a letter
to French President General
Charles de Gaulle - who
unknown to Tasuma is long
dead. (bbcnews.com)

hael Jackson Trial

Jackson outside the courthouse

Thestar

puzzle

The star in question

worn by Jackson appears to
be genuine. The newspaper
Kronen Zeitung speculated
that Jackson might have
bought it from a specialised
medal dealer just round the
comer from the hotel where
he stayed during concert
appearances in 1992 and
1997. One small comfort for
Jackson - there is no
punishment for unduly
wearing the medal.
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s the name implies, the
Amagazine Genevieve
focuses mainly on

jwomen and their issues.
| Departmentally, the magazine
is divided into eight parts
jnamely; Cover, Features,
j Styletitude, Columns, Health
| & Beauty, Out on the Town,
| Fashion, and Regulars. It is
| planned in a way that makes it
easy to get to what you want
to read. Each ofthese parts is
well written and with good
picture splashes the whole
package is a beautiful one.
Genevieve has succeeded in
maintaining good quality
since it hit the newsstands.
When you talk about picture
quality, it does a good job.
The paper used is also ofhigh
quality while the contents are
well laid out. I particularly like
the Gripping Stuffcolumn.
Moving on, the magazine
generally tries to represent
the modern woman, her
achievements and the
j concerns she faces. Typically,
suceessful women who have

ystems of social
Sgrotection are subjects
f vigorous

discussions in 4dmany
countries. Quite a lot of
rethinking is taking place
even in places where social
security schemes are
relatively more established to
give social protection such as
Europe, the United States
and Latin America.
Governments and players in
the social security sector are
re-examining issues for the
purposes of restructuring
and alignment. There are also
common challenges faced by
different nations such as
unemployment, job
insecurity, ageing
populations, family
instability and social
exclusion. The social
security’s redistributive and
integrative functions
constitute a priority for the
reform debate. In some
places, the question is posed
as a redefinition of
fundamental rights. For
instance, should social
security items be conditional
or universal rights? How
should social security be
financed and administered?
How can medical care be
provided through social
security. These and several
other pertinent questions
agitate the minds of experts
and stakeholders alike.

It is in the context of
these global trends that the
transition being experienced
by~the Nigerian Social

carved a niche for themselves
are usually portrayed as cover
girls.

For the second
anniversary edition dated
February 2005, the cover girl
is Mrs Aisha Babangida
Mohammed, the daughter of
former military president
General Ibrahim Babangida.
Though hers is a well-
conducted interview, Mrs
Mohammed comes across as
being somewhat evasive.
However, She is also witty.
The lady appears to be a
rather private person and
seems to take after her father
in some ways. For instance,
although she seems down to
earth, her evasiveness ends
up ensuring that the interview,
which can be found on pages
44, 45, 46, 47 and 49, is not
really focused in depth on
anything atall. Still, itis good
to know that someone from
her background cares about
the less privileged and that
helping others gladdens her

heaJtI"J"S N

Insurance Trust Fund
(NSITF) ought to be situated.
The Fund, which is the end
result of the necessary
transformation that the old
National Provident Fund had
to undergo, is again
undergoing another
significant transformation.
And this transformation
happens to coincide with its
10th Year Anniversary. This
publication is meant to be a

forum to discuss issues
arising from this
transformation. It js.
therefore, not just a

commemorative publication.
It is also a serious intellectual
effort to interpret the
emergent trends and suggest
how the social security
situation can change for the
better. This is even more so
because of another
monumental coincidence.
That is the coming into being
ofthe 2004 Pension Reforms
Act. This, of course, has
profound implications for
NSTIF as we know it.
Embodied inthe 167-page
publication are contributions
from those who are familiar
with these emergent issues
and how they can shape the
future of NSITF and indeed
the 'future of the social
security sector in Nigeria.
The eminent contributors are
as follows: Professor Dayo
Akeredolu-Ale, the Executive
Director/Chief Consultant,
Centre for Social Policy based
in Ibadan; Mr. Olusegun A.
Oshinowo, the Director-
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Cover of Genevieve's February 2005*issue

where she says she likes to
impact on people’s lives,
without making noise about it.

For a magazine like
Genevieve to have survived
two years in a country like
Nigeria, 1 say kudos, because
if one gets to know the
behind-the-scene struggles
o 8?&%%“%?%@&%%5 stands

regularly, then one would
appreciate that this is no easy
accomptishment. tn  th¥
edition under review, the
publisher, Betty Irabor, writing
under the title ‘Finding my
trae purpose’, discloses her
encounters, especially the
discouraging words she’s
heard from people with regards

Title. The Quest For Social Security
Publisher: Nigerian Social Insurance
Trust Fund (NSITF)

Reviewer: Kayode Komolafe

General ofNigeria Employers’
Consultative Association
(NECA); Mr. Ahmed Rufa’i
Mohammed, the Managing
DirectorofNSITF; Professor
Olaseni Akintola-Bello a
Visiting Professor of Finance
& Dean of Faculty of
Management' Sciences,
Olabisi Onabanjo University,
Ago-lwoye, Ogun State, and
Chairman, Arbitrage
Consulting Group based in
Lagos and Dr. Peter Ozo-
Eson, Director, Labour Centre
for Social and Economic
Research, Nigeria Labour
Congress, Abuja.

The foreword to the book
is from the Hon Minister of
Labour and Productivity, Dr.
Hassan Lawal.

It is remarkable that even

though the contributors
wrote from various
there is a

perspectives,
synchrony of purpose as
evident in the common thread
in the book. That is the
centrality ofsocial protection
to economic development
and how a comprehensive
social security can bring
about this much-needed
social protection.

Professor Akeredolu-Ale
in his paper entitled Laying
the Foundation for a
Comprehensive Social
Security Scheme argues fora
comprehensive social
security scheme for all
Nigerians regardless of
classes. He frowns at “the
tendency to exclude the vast
majority of workers” from
social security schemes. He
is referring to the huge gap
in the social scene situation
in which less than 10% ofthe
labour force is taken care of
under the social security
coverage ofany sort. The fate
of over 90% of the labour
force that is to be found in
the formal sector is yet to be
determined. Those in this
category are not covered by
any of the existing social
protection schemes. That is
why the professor suggests
that another look should be
taken at the Pension Act. He
also calls for research input
in laying the foundation for
the evolution of a “social
insurance culture” in Nigeria
among other concrete
suggestions to be found in
the book. He also suggests

aiWill 1v115
Irabor’s piece,,it is clear that
success oftentimes is a
question ofdetermination, not
minding the obstacles ahead
of one to achieve a desired
goal. Knowing one’s goal and
believing in oneself, | would
say, is one ofthe strong points
that has helped the success
of this magazine. Despite
discouraging things that were
said to her, she forged ahead.
For example, an interviewer
said to her, “Wait till you see
the unsold copies. Maybe
then you will understand what
I mean when | say, publishing
isn’tajob forawoman.” Fora
person that is not strong
hearing that will {gke the air

outofyou and you’ll be back
to square one with jiust id&¥s

in your head that may never
see the light of day.

Mrs Irabor, | dare say, is
one of the few that survived
that stage o fdreams becoming
realities by having good
family and friends that
counselled her and said the
ablet o S a i ,

theSs ~ if y™Mn
after the first batch o f unsold
copies was returned to her two
months after take-off. She also
wentthrough otheremotional
problems even after things
began to look up. For instance,
she suffered self-doubt, the
‘Nigerian-factor’ and even
ended up in hospital where

the clarification of the
philosophical basis of social
protection: “Therefore the
issue concerning the
philosophical basis of the
scheme and the engineering
of consensus regarding
principles involved
(citizenship, solidarity, social
insurance, compassion,
human welfare, human rights,
human dignity, social
cohesion, social capital, and
so on) must be tackled
earnestly as a major aspect
of the foundation layine
effort.” S

Akeredolu-Ale makes
vast references to the
situations in other countries
as he poses the question ofa
sustainable social security
system. He also identifies
possible obstacles to the
evolution of such a scheme.
He is, however, optimistic
that the goal of a
comprehensive social
security system is achievable
especially because of the
opportunities offered by the
system. The contributor also
stressed the importance of
generation of ideas to
accomplish the dream. It is
noteworthy that it is such
generation of ideas that this
publication is all about.

In chapter two, Professor
Akintola-Bello draws a link
between social security
pensions and economic
development. For in
instance, he demonstrates
how government can use
social security pension

resenting thenew wom an

uiagiiosea with
stress and exhaustion. Yet, she
had this drive to make itwork.
As she puts it, Genevieve is a
magazine she does with a
passion. It is for her a tool for
self-discovery and ajourney
towards finding her life’s
purpose.

It s not been an easy road
but with such passion the
candle can never bum out.
Mrs Irabor’s ideas have
turned into reality, her dreams
have come true. Inevitably, her
passion, her purpose and her
drive to succeed all add up to
the beautiful packaging
Genevieve usually gets. An”
there is no taking away the
fact that, all m all, Genevieve

is a well-gackaged magazine

Finally, as with any human
endeavour, there are some
shortcomings. Primarily
though, while Genevieve does
a good job of portraying the
efforts ofthe modem woman,
it has a problem in that most
ofthe women that have been
featured so far are Lagos-
hased: Despite the pessibility

IHat'thé U 'Sos readership may

be the highest, that does not

centre on just Lagos. | think
Genevieve can do a betterjob
by spreading its tentacles to
other parts of Nigeria. The
North and East for instance
are places where one can find
a lot of women achievers.

funds to serve “non-pension
objectives”. His paper is
entitled The Role of Social
Security in Economic!
Development. There are
economic objectives that can
be achieved with al
successful security system. !
These include financing !
budget deficit and providing j
funds for socio-economifc ;
investments. Social security j
pensions can be a factor in
the development of the
capital market. The
enhancement of the capital
market in turn can boost |
economic development.
Akintola-Bello also draws
attention to the possible
effects that the reform ofthe
pension system could have*
on life insurance and
housing. The finance expert
also foresees the emergence
of the “new class of
institutional investors” with
the reform of social security
pension. This, he says, is
capable of improving
corporate governance as the
new investors would pay
adequate attention to their
investments. However, j
Akintola-Bello points out i
that while pension reserves j
could veritably become
“tempting sources” for
government to resort to for
financing its deficits, such a
development could rob the
private capital market of
liquidity and good projects
could be denied needed)
funding. (To be continued.)
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INside Politics

Marwa condoles Emir of Lafia,
familv of late Senator Haruna

Brigadier-General
-f Mohammed Buba Manva

North,

W Toow have " been
nominated to the
national dia-

\logue in order to represent
[northern civil society. What
\agenda doyou havefor the
region in the on going dia-
|logue?

jit should be recalled that
ithe agitation and campaign
[for national conference was
not started by either the
[present government or the
Igovernor and the politicians
[themselves.

The call for national dia-
logue was initiated and was
iagitated for by civil society
lorganisations that fought
’gallantly against the former
:military dictators over the
iyears.

And our resolve then was
Ito press for national confer-
;ence, in view of the fact that
|our country has been faced
iwith series ofsocio-economic
| and political crises that defy
isolution from one govem-
| ment to another because of
|the fact that the key players
ofgovernment have been the
same people that were in the

NPN, NRC and in the PDP
today.

But ithas become clearly
evident that over the years
especially during militaiy dic-
tatorship that the country is
no more moving anywhere,
and if there is anywhere it is
Imoving, it has been moving
jdown ward.

So we started the agita-
tion and the decision by the
Obasanjo led administration
to accept this issue ofa con-
ference is simply based on
agitation we have done over
the years. Some of us were
opposed to itinitially, but later
we have a lot of converts
who see reason for it.

Now this conference its
organises have already made
it clear that it is not a sover-
leign national conference, itis
lanational confab for political
Ireform.

We had a divided house
in the civil society in the
sense that many don’t believe
that we should participate.
| Why because they see it as a
|waste of time and there are
Ithose of us who feel that we
need to participate in order to
bring about the necessary
change and if we don’t do

Mmost mar

rmer Bomo and Lagos
states military adminis
trator and chairman of
Albarka Airlines and Buba
Marwa Endowment Fund,
Brigadier General (Dr.)
Mohammadu Buba Marwa
(rtd) had condoled the ftmir
of Lafia, Alhaji (Dr.) Isa
Mustapha Agwai and the
family of late Haruna
Abubakar over the death of
the former deputy senate
president, Senator Haruna
Abubakar.

Emir’s palace by Dr. Terhenfer
Shigaand Mr. Usman Enoch,
the Benue state and Keffi lo-
cal government coordinators
of Buba Marwa endowment
fund respectively, Dr. Marwa
said the death of the former
deputy senator president was
a loss to the entire country
dying as he did at the most
productive stage of his life.
The presidential hopeful
also condoled the family of
the deceased at their
Maitama residence in Abuja
where he prayed for the re-
pose ofthe soul of the politi-
cian as well as God’s fortitude
to the family to bear the loss.

ginalised

Mallam Shehu Sani is the President Civil Right Con-

gress (CRC),

a Kaduna based non-governmental

organisation (NGO), andfederal government nominee to
represent Northern Civil Society in the on-going National
political reform conference. In this interview with our
Kaduna correspondent, Aliyu Haruna he said that the CRC
decided to participate in the confab so that it may not be
hijacked by those that led the country to itspresentpredica-

ment. Excerpts:

that, there is every possibil-
ity that the conference will by
hijacked by the same forces
that led us to where we are in
this country today.

So by agreing to partici-
pate in the conference we
have definitely put our cred-
ibility at stake, but what will
vindicate us is the kind of
position which we will
present, the kind of view
which we will give and the
kind of principles which we
will maintain in the confer-
ence.

We are there to ensure
that the socio-economic and
political interest of common
man is protected and also to
ensure thatlthe constitution
of this country and future of
the country are fashioned to
such apoint that it will genu-
inely reflect the interest, de-
sire and wishes of our com-
mon people.

I am there representing
the northern civil society, due
to the fact that region has a
peculiar problem, as it is the
most marginalised part ofNi-
geria, most neglected.

Simply because it has pro-
duced a number of heads of
state in the past, some people
from other parts ofthe coun-
try think thatthe whole ofthe
North is paradise, but it can
be seen clearly the level of
poverty, want, illiteracy that
abound in the north.

It does not mean because
we have produced presi-
dents, so you think that all
roads in the region have been
constructed and that there is
electricity in every village,
that all schools and hospital
are equipped.

We have a situation were
the masses of the people of
the Northern part (Talakawas)
have suffered in the hands of
those that came from their
own people and also suffer-
ing from those that came from
other parts.

We shall be in the confer-

ence to make it categorically
clear that the north is suffer-
ing and have suffered the
same injustice as much as any
part of the country. We are
not going to present sec-
tional interest, but rather to
clearly demonstrate before
any person who is there that
we have problems in the
North socially, economically,
politically and culturally, and
that the solution to resolve it
lies in solving the problem of
the country.

If the people in position
of power in the past six year
have done whatthey are sup-
posed to do at this time we
would not be talking about
conference.

But, what we see in the
end was the increase in cor-
ruption, poverty, hunger, dis-
ease, illiteracy in the land and
complete break down of law
and order and we have also a
situation whereby people in
the position ofpower are en-
riching themselves, the state
governors and local govern-
ment chairmen and so on.

Ithas reached a point that
people are ofthe opinion that
military regime is better than
a democratic one.

That is why we are going
to be in that conference, not
only to ensure that the posi-
tion of people is well pre-
sented, but also challenge the
old and dead political forces,
that were nominated by the
governors to present views
which may not be ofany im-
portance.

If you look at the list of
the nominees coming out
from the state governments,
you will find out that most of
these so called experience
hand, but their experience has
never led us to any where.

Itis part oftheirhand work
that we are here, those of us
that are to represent the-civil
society there are to be their
wages to ensure that the
whole agenda of the confer-

Alaokuta LG f

opponents

e recent fire incident
that gutted down a
gartofthe building of

Ajaokuta local government
headquarters has been
blamed on the opponents of
the new PDP administration
ofthe council.

A member ofthe recently
constituted staff screening
committee which was consti-
tuted to look into the over
bloated staff strength of the
council, who spoke to Daily
Trust on conditioh of ano-
nymity, alleged that the fire
incident was the handiwork
of those who were scared of

the staff screening exercise.

According to the source,
some ofthe committee’s rec-
ommendations are unpalat-
able to many people who are
likely to be negativdly af-
fected hence the.resort to
torch down the secretariat
with a view to having all in-
criminating documents burnt
down.

Inarelated development,
the concerned youths of
Ajaokuta local government
area have petitioned the in-
spector general ofpolice over
the fire incident pointing ac-
cusing fingers at some ofthe
staff ofthe council.

The CYA’s petition,
which was signed by Com-

lamed on political

rade Musa Y. Audu and Dea-
con Gabriel Ezekiel, president
and secretary general respec-
tively, alleged that some of
the staff of the council, who
Wlere indicted by a staff
screening committee consti-
tuted by the chairman of the
local government council are
actually the brain behind the
arson.

The concerned youths of
Ajaokuta also accused the
indicted staff as being re-
sponsible for the physical
assault on the screening com-
mittee chairman, Hon. Adams
Isah, who is also the secre-
tary designate ofthe Ajaokuta
local government council.

nart ofNigeria-Shehu San

Mallam Shehu Sani

ence is not hijacked to suite
either any person or group
interest.

Now you have been nomi-
nated to represent the north-
ern civil society, what do you
think is behind your nomina-
tion?

The process which they
took to nominate members of
the civil society, I think is the
same process which they
took to nominate other mem-
bers from labour, press and
women groups.

And it involves the gov-
ernment writing to coalition
of organisations and then
they will make their nomina-
tion to them, but due to the
fact that it is not an election,
but rather a nomination in
which our names are pre-
sented and approved, | think
any person who think that we
are going to be sycophants
or to allow anybody emerge
and propergate, promote or
re-enforce any hidden
agenda, | think he is making a
mistake to nominate us to that
kind ofplace.

Some section of the civil
society have been against tlie
proposed dialogue, as they
are saying it is usurpation of

power ofthe National Assem-
bly, as itamounts to dual sov-
ereignty, what is your opin-
ion about that?

Well the sovereignty of
this country is not with the
president nor with the na-
tional assembly, it is with the
people ofNigeria.

The president is the com-
mander in chiefofthe Armed
Forces, butthe commander in
chiefofNigeriato Nigeria he
is a servant, while to the
Armed Forces he is a presi-
dent.

And people who are rep-
resenting their constituency
in the national assembly do
not mean that you cannot
speak out excerptthrough the
national assembly. Ifthe sov-
ereignty ofNigeria is with the
president or the national as-
sembly then you will certainly
say that what has happen to
Nigeria for the past forty four
years, government come and
go, but Nigeria remains. So
Nigerians are always there.

The opposition to this
confab are on different cat-
egories, some oppose the
confab on the believe that it
is going'to be a complete
waste oftime, money and re-

sources, some are opposed to
the confab, especially those
from the national assembly
they believe that such a
confab will divert attention
away from them.

Some simply are opposed
to the confab because they
are nominated to the confab,
in every respect if the presi-
dent has initiated a confab,
for people to think the best
thing is to be there.

Ifyou wantto oppose any
hidden agenda the best thing
is to be here and oppose the
hidden agenda, because it is
when we are there that we can
come out openly and tell Ni-
gerians that what was said
was not the same thing don
inside. '

But ifwe are notthere cer-
tainly we are not going to get
any way out for us to be able
to justifies our feelings.

Some people are of the
opinion that the conference
may end up be a wasted
agenda, due to fear of gov-
ernment hidden agenda, what
is your view on such asser-
tion.

People are right about the
motive of government, and |
have always said it very
clearly that you cannotblame
Nigerians about motive of
government, because gov-
ernment in the past has de-
ceived Nigerians severally.

IfN 1billion will be spend
in a conference, in which at
the end of the day that con-
ference become fruitless, I'
think is going to one of the
darkest part of the history of
this political dispensation.

Because if we are going
to have a conference that will
not be used I think is better
to use the money to construct
boreholes for the masses of
the country.

Do you think that the
governmentwill use the reso-
lution ofthe conference?

** |fthe federal government
used the resolution the con-
ference that will boost the
credibility of government it-
self, ifthe conference resolu-
tion is dismissed or de-
stroyed, then it will only
prove the critics of the con-:
ference right.



pJET'Ilwo years ago the
limitations of a Real
A Madrid side packed
| with attacking talent but
;lacking defensive solidity
Twere exposed. in a
iChampions League semi-
i final defeat by Juventus.
i Real return to the Delle
i Alpi on Wednesday with a 1-
i 0 advantage from the first leg

| of their first knockout round”

tie knowing that their stiffer

rsenaFs leaky defence

must somehow repel

mBayern Munich on
Wednesday if they are to avoid
yet another Champions League
disappointment.

The London side have been
shorn of injured centre back Sol
Campbell since February 1and
without him they have looked
suspect at the back, conceding
three goals in the first leg ofthe
first knockout round tie in
Munich.

A late goal by Kolo Toure
gave Arsenal aglimmer ofhope

a 3-1 deficit means they, can
win 2-0 at Highbury and
progress — yet they are a
shadow of the side which went
through the last league season
unbeaten.

There are few in English
soccer outside the Arsenal
dressing room who believe the
home side can survive 90

| mjnutes against a well-
I organised Bayern team without
| conceding a goal, even if the
I Germans will be without injured
s striker Roy Makaay.
Arsenal, who have never
| gone beyond the quarter-finals
of Europe’s top club
competition, strolled past
i Portsmouth 3-0 on Saturday
thanks to a hat-trick from
Thierry Henry who was only
fitfully involved in the first leg
against Bayern.

The Arsenal defence looked
shaky in the early stages against
Portsmouth and Campbell’s
replacement Pascal Cygan was
injured. Despite the obvious
problems, manager Arsene
Wenger remains confident.

“Wednesday’s game will be
more about mental strength. We
must regroup, relax and show
resilience,” said Wenger.

“I’m sure we can do it.”

The loss of Makaay, who has
scored seven goals in the
Champions League this season,
with a hamstring strain is
certainly a blow for Bayern.

The good news though is the
return of playmaker Michael
Ballack, who missed the first leg
with a thigh injury.

The Germany captain scored
the winner against Werder
Bremen at the weekend in what
was another ultra-professional
performance.

Bayern have not conceded a !
goal since the first leg against ;

1

Arsenal and a key contributorto j

that defensive stability has been
Martin Demichelis.

The Argentine originally
came in as a replacement for
Ballack but hijj performances
were so good that coach Felix
Magath has had to make space
for him since Ballack’s return.

“With (goalkeeper) Oliver
Kahn, Lucio, Robert Kovac and
Demichelis, we look so solid in

the centre it’s become very
difficult scoring against us,”
Magath said.

The absence of Makaay may
persuade the coach to deploy a
five-man midfield on
Wednesday, with Claudio
Pizarro, scorer of two goals in
the first leg, on his own up front.

Bixente Lizarazu is also
struggling with injury, so Hasan
Salihamidzic is likely to slot
back into defence, with
Sebastian Deisler and Ze
Roberto coming into midfield

iverpool must feel a
I Champions League
quarter-final place is

within their grasp when they
travel to face a Bayer
Leverkusen side in poor form
and missing five first-team
regulars.

After losing the opening leg
ofthe first knockout round tie
at Anfield 3-1, Leverkusen
have managed just a point
from two league games and lie
seventh in the Bundesliga, 11
points behind the leaders.

The Germans will be
missing injured defenders Jens
Nowotny, Roque Junior and
Juan on Wednesday, as well as
midfielders Paul Freier and
Robson Ponte through
suspension.

Liverpool coach Rafael
Benitez is certainly confident
about his side’s chances, not
only of reaching the quarter-
finals but even ofadding a fifth
European crown to the club’s
trophy room.

“Last season there was not
one person who spoke about
Porto and Monaco reaching
the Champions League final
when we got to this stage,”
Benitez said.

— “it muj an juout Mating;
Barcelona, Juventus, Milan,
Manchester United and

resolve under coach
Vanderlei Luxemburgo faces
its toughest exmination yet.

The 3-1 second leg loss Jo
Juve in 2003 ended the
Spaniards’ dream ofwinning
a fourth European Cup in six
seasons and although Real
went on to claim the Spanish
title, failure in Europe cost
coach Vicente del Bosque his
job.

Real entered a spiral of
decline in which they
devoured three more coaches
in little over a year but club
president Florentino Perez
eventually realised the need
to reverse his policy of
signing only attack-minded
players.

Perez has strengthened the
side’s defensive capacity
with the addition of
Argentine centre-back Walter
Samuel and Danish
midfielder Thomas
Gravesen, the latter credited
with giving Real the fight
they lacked.

The new-look Real are less
spectacular in attack, but the
pay-off has been an
improvement in defence
which they hope will see
them through against the
Italians.

Liverpool also have
selection problems but Czech
striker Milan Baros should
relish the chance to get at a
severely depleted defence and
the English side will be
boosted by the return from
suspension of captain Steven
Gerrard.

Gerrard and Dietmar
Hamann, who scored against
his compatriots at Anfield, will
be a vital first line of defence
after Leverkusen were given
several chances to score at
Anfield.

The pressure will also be on
Polish keeper Jerzy Dudek to

make amends for the blunder
wnrui anowea hranca to score

in stoppage time and keep
Leverkusen’s hopes alive.

With the Spanish title
gradually slipping out of
reach, Real are now focusing
their attention firmly on
Europe.

“The whole of our season
depends on what happens
againstJuve,” said midfielder
Guti. “It will be a failure if
we don’t get through to the
next round, but ifwe score it
will be very difficult for them
to knock us out.”

The absence of Juve’s
Czech midfielder Pavel
Nedved, who has not trained
since a clash of heads with
Raul Bravo in the first leg,
has forced Juventus coach
Fabio Capello to re-organise
his side with surprisingly
good results.

Capello, who won the
Spanish title during a brief
spell with Real, has
compensated for the lack of
punch from midfield caused
by Nedved’s injuiy by opting
for a three-pronged attack.

Alessandro Del Piero has
enjoyed the freedom of a
deeperrole behind Sweden’s
Zlatan Ibrahimovic and
Uruguayan Marcelo
Zalayeta, although the latter
could be forced out of the
starting line-up by fit-again

| FOOTBALL

Morientes is cup-tied after his
move from Real Madrid.

The German side will pin
their hopes on their excellent
home form in the group phase,
when they scored three goals
against Real Madrid, Roma
and Dynamo Kiev.

They should also glean
confidence from memories of
the 4-2 win over Liverpool in
the second leg of the 2002
quarter-finals, a result that
took them through to the last
four at the English side’s
expense.

Coach Klaus Augenthaler

admits Leverkusen’s form in
wapir 1 0 Wy we A
SV on Saturday was not up to

Frenchman David Trezeguet.

In the two games that
Capello has used the
“trident” system in attack,
Juve have beaten Siena at
home 3-0 and won 2-1 at
Roma.

The Spaniards drew 1-1
draw at a rejuvenated
Valencia on Saturday and
although it did little for their
title aspirations, the draw
augured well for Real’s
prospects in Turin.

Ronaldo ended his recent
scoring drought to score his
first goal in eight games and
looked a lot sharper than in
recent games, while the Real
back four gave an assured i
performance that will give |
them hope of keeping the j
Italians at bay.

Former Juventus and j
France midfielder Zinedine j
Zidane has recovered from a i
groin strain, and strikers Raul |
and Michael Owen are back i
in training after missing the i
Valencia match through |
illness.

In midfield, Guti is likely
to be dropped despite his
recent good form as
Luxemburgo opts for the
muscular qualities of
Gravesen.

scratch, but believes they can
rescue the tie.

“Liverpool are not exactly
tearing down trees at the
moment either,” he said. “Ifwe
get a goal in the first half it’s
possible. We are good
enough.”

With so many absences in
defence and midfield,
Augenthaler will need
forwards Dimitar Berbatov
and Andriy Voronin to play
much better than at Anfield,
when they squandered a series
of chances.

Probable teams

Bayer Leverkusen: 1-i
Hans-Joerg Butt; 29-Jan- j
Ingwer Callsen-Bracker, 28- |
Carsten Ramelow, 35-Diego |
Placente; 27-Gonzalo. Castro,
25-Bernd Schneider, 13-
Daniel Bierofka, 23-Landon
Donovan, 16-Jacek
Krzynowek; 9-Dimitar
Berbatov, 12-Andriy Voronin

Liverpool: 1-Jerzy Dudek;
3-Steve Finnan, 4-Sami
Hyypia, 23-Jamie Carragher,
28-Stephen Wamock; 6-John
Arne Riise, 8-Steven Gerrard,
16-Dietmar Hamann, 10-Luis
Garcia; 7-Harry Kewell; 5-

Midan Rarnc
Referee: Alain Sars (France)

Arsenal. But in the end it was Liverpool also have LEFACHAMPIONS LEAGUE RESULTS
Porto who were champions, so ~ problems up front. Djibril
why not Liverpool? Cisse, Florent Sinama- ; .
‘}:f we defer?d well against Pongolle and Neil Mellor are’ A C Milan 1 Manchester United 0
Henry... will he conjure the magic tp dislodge Bayern Leverkusen, we ‘will "gfr’ all out with season-ending Chelsea _ 4 Barcelona , 2y
| Munich tanightz ' s A through.’ ' injuries and  Fernando Lyon 6 i>h Werder Bremen -j2 2
Sity r'-.-uo0iq Q. ’j 373! {Jorjc 1 O}isbio ni viogioxj o
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Mourinho hits DAck at UEFA s ovewrrion rauss: xremanso eeses srares

ose Mourinho hit out at
JUEFA again on Monday

after the ruling body said
jit was unhappy with the
IChelsea boss for suggesting
IPierluigi Collina should
Ireferee Tuesday’s Champions
ILeague game against
jBarcelona.

William Gaillard, UEFA’s
:director of communications,
Itold Sky Sports on Monday
it was not Mourinho’s job to
suggest match officials,
adding that the Portuguese
|coach was being unsporting.

Speaking at a news
jconference later on Monday,
jMourinho described what
Gaillard had said as
I“completely untrue”, a
Icomment that could land him
lin further trouble with
IEuropean soccer chiefs.

The spat began after
IChelsea’s stormy 2-1 defeat
jin Barcelona two weeks ago
when Mourinho  was
unhappy with the
Iperformance of Swedish
Ireferee Anders Frisk.

APortuguese

Something tells me the
ereferee in London will be
Collina,” Mourinho told a
newspaper,
describing the Italian official
as “perfect” for the match.

The appointment of
widely respected Italian
Collina for the first knockout
round second leg at Stamford
Bridge was announced by
UEFA on Sunday.

On Monday Gaillard
made it clear the remarks had
not gone down well at UEFA
headquarters.

“We didn’t really
appreciate Jose Mourinho
saying we had assured
Chelseathat Collinawould be
refereeing the game,” Gaillard
said. “It is not true at all.

“He was trying there to
put some undue pressure on
us.”

Mourinho snubbed the
post-match news conference
at the Nou Camp, which has
also landed him in trouble
with UEFA, after incidents in
the tunnel at halftime.

I’m fit, raring to go,
says Zidane

idfielder Zinedine
Zidane said that he
ihas recovered from a left leg
Imuscle strain and was raring
ito go in Wednesday’s Cham-
pions League first knockout
iround second leg match at
| Italian side Juventus.

“I’'m feeling good. I’ve
lworked well the past few days
land 1’'m ready to play,” said

. j32-year-old Zidane, who
jenjoyed a sparkling spell at
[the Italian side prior to
‘moving to Real.

“In Turin we have to
|attack to go through (Real
llead 1-0). We’re going
through a tricky period in

R ?I Madrid’s French

Primera Liga because we’ve
points to make up, but we
always play to win.
Champions League is an
important competition for us,
for the club and for the fans.
We won three years ago and
wantto win again.”

Zidane picked up the
injury playing against
Deportivo La Coruna last
motith.

The Spanish giants are
currently second in the
Primera Liga, eight points
behind Barcelona after 27
games.

“We had decided to
appoint Pierluigi Collina even
before we considered the
incidents but it made it very
difficult for us to do so,’
Gaillard said.

“People were arguing that
ifwe did, it sounded like we’re
bowing to pressure from
Mourinho and that if we
didn’t, then again we’re being
influenced in appointing
someone else when we
wanted to appoint Collina.

“Frankly, we don’t like
coaches or anyone from a
team telling us which referee
we should appoint. This is
not within the Fair Play spirit
thatwe want in the game. Itis
not pleasant and it is not his
job.”

When asked about
Gaillard’s comments,
Mourinho said: “I heard this
morning what the gentleman
said and it’s completely
untrue.”

Gaillard also said Chelsea
have yetto respond to UEFA
after the ruling body began
disciplinary proceedings

| againstthe club last week on

two counts after the game in
Catalonia.

“We’re still waiting for
Chelsea to explain why they
didn’t come to the press
conference at the .end of the
game and why they were late
at halftime (for the second
half),” Gaillard said.

“These are minor,
administrative violations of
the competition’s rules, but
still we would like to clear that
up...and we hope the second
leg is- played in a better
atmosphere altogether. No-
one is exempt from the rules.”

Chelseahave until March
14 to make their response.
The case will be considered
by UEFA’s Control and Dis-
ciplinary body on March 24.

Wade, O’Neal lead Heat to sixth win

wyane Wade scored

32 points and

Shaquille O’Neal

added 25 to power the Miami

jHeatto a 108-100 victory over

the Philadelphia 76ers
IMonday.

Despite playing for the
ifourth time in five nights, the
iHeat shot 54.9 percent from
Ithe field to win their sixth
istraight outing and their 10th
iconsecutive home game.

Wade’s points included a
franchise record 18 free

Ithrows as he got to the line
jzJ times iuiiciy lvnumi

130 games over the .500 mark
at46-16.

Shandon Anderson had
13 points for the Heat while
Udonis Haslem contributed
12 points and 10 rebounds.

Allen lverson collected
27 points for the Sixers, who
lost for the first time in three
games.

samuel b"alember_f who
was involved in a fourth-
quarter altercation with
Alonzo Mourning which
resulted in the Heat center
being ejected for a double
technical foul, added 21
points for Philadelphia.

Mourning played only
four minutes and scored one
point.

Chris Webber struggled
in his first game since he and
O’Neal moved to the Eastern
Conference, picking up 10
points in 26 minutes.

¥ Tveiioc Mflmiiis Dan-
ielsregistered 32 points as the
short-handed Mavericks beat
the Toronto Raptors 113-105.

Dallas was without the
injured Dirk Nowitzki and
Michael Finley. Jason Terry
had 23 points for the Mavs
and Josh Howard chipped in
with 22 points and eight
rebounds.

Morris Pefersen 188
Toronto with 23 points while
Milt Palacio added 19.

In Chicago, Kirk Hinrich
notched 17 points, eight
assists and six rebounds to
guide the Bulls to a 90-85
triumph over the Milwaukee
Bucks.

Eddy Curry recorded 16
points and seven rebounds
for the Bulls while Chris
Duhon had 13 points and 10
assists.

Michael Redd led Milwa-
ukee with 26 points.

In Denver, Carmelo
Anthony scored 23 points in

only three quarters as the
Nuggets won their seventh
straight game, 111-98 overthe
Portland Trail Blazers.

Wesley Person added'18
points in 22 minutes for the
Nuggets, who are on their
longest winning streak in 16
years.

AN2005 NYSC Batch ‘A’ Orientation Camps published on March 4th for Katsina and Kebbi States have

SSiN A sTATEFGrvemment Day Secondary School, Dutsin-ma, Dutsinma Local Government Area.
KFBBI STATE: Arabic secondary School, Jega Local Government Area.

Corps Members deployed to the.two states are to report for Orientation at the above listed camps. The
appropriate Camps are also reflected at the back of Call-Up Letters

LOSSOFDOCUMENT

This is to inform the general public of the loss of Original document of Right of Occupancy
and Acceptance of Offer of Grant, Ref. No. MFCT/LA/KD.3500 Plot No. 162 Katampe Ext.
District belonging to Dr .Rilwan Lukman of plot 560 Kwame Nkrumah Street, Asokoro Abuja.
If found please return to the nearest police station or the address below.
Signed
Kaodi Onwoha Esq.
LC & N (Legal Practitioners)
Plot 728 Alexandria Crescent
Wouse Il Abuja.

ft

AMINU KANO INTERNATIONAL FOUNDATION

This is to inform the general public that the above named Foundation has applied to the Corporate Affairs Comm,ss,on fo
registration under Part C of the Companies and Allied Matters Act, 1990.
The Trustees are: .
1 Alhaji Shehu Usman Shagari (Turakin Sokoto) -Chairman
2 Abba Aminu Kano
3. Maryam Aminu Kano
4 Dr. Sarii Abubakar
5. Mohammed Mustapha- Secretar%/
Any objection to the registrat,on should be forwarded to the Reg.strar-General Corporate Affairs Commission,
5 Abuja, within 28 days of this publication

w,,sp 7nne
Wuse Zone

Signed:
Abubakar & Associates

LOKOJAFORUM

This is to inform the general public that the above named Forum has applied to the Corporate Affairs Commission for
registration under Part C of the Companies and Allied Matters Act, 1990.
The Trustees are:

1 Dr. G.T.N. Ajakpo

2 Senator Tunde Ogbeha

3. Mr. Edward M. B. Jiya

4 Alhaji Mohammed Ida Umaru

Any objection'toAe re g io n thould be forwarded to the Registrar-General Corporate Affairs Commission, Wuse Zone
5 Abuia, within 28 days of this publication .
Signed:
ALH. RAJAB A. NA’IBI

LOSSOFRIGHT OF OCCUPANCY

Notice is hereby given to the general public that the original Right of Occupancy No. MFCT/LA/97/
AN.2550 bearing the name of CHARLES P. ABARI, belonging to HOMER PROPERTIES LIMITED
of Plot 1149 Kwame Nkrumah Crescent, Asokoro District, Abuja is missing.

Whoever has information that could lead to finding the said Document should contact the above address
or their Solicitors, Messrs CRYSTAL CHAMBERS at Suite 6 Comershops Zone 6 Wuse, Abuja or
Phone 09-3143455, 09-5232536, 08037872836. *

Signed
Messrs CRYSTAL CHAMBERS, ABUJA.

hO$8§ @F CERTIFICATE OF QCCUPANCY FCT/ABU/MISC10230

This-is to tnform the General PubIit, Corporate Baidid and the Federal Capital Development Authority
that the Original Copies of the above Certificate of Occupancy (C of O) issued in respect of property
to MUSA DANKANO FARMS is hereby declared missing. If found please contact the undersigne
nearest police station.

or

SIGNED
MUSA DANKANO FARMS
PLOT 807 UYO CRESCENT AREA H,
GARKI-ABUJA

I OSS OF DOCUMENT
This is to inform the general public that the original Land document of Miss. C.
Ibrahim ofAdmin Dept. FCDA Area 11 Garki Abujawith PlotNo. 774 of about 674.54 CM2
within Katampe District has been reported missing. Whoever transact business with the
said lost document, does so at his/her own risk.

Signed t
MISSHAUWAC. IBRAHIM

I OSS OF DOCUMENT

This is to inform the general public that the original Land document of]Mrs. ChiomacC.
Nwakor ofNo 18 Ukpo Street, New Heaven Enugu State with Ref. No. MFCT/LA/A
6310 ofabout 1500 m2 Plot No. 374 located at Katampe Ext. District FCT Abuja has been
reported missing. Whoever transact business with the said lost document, does so at his/
her own risk.
Signed
Mrs. Chioma C. Nwakor

CHANGE OF NAMES
H ~ 2 A LEIMA”now wishThe k70~nd referred toas SALIHU YARIMA ADAMS. Ali
and general public to note.

Former MISS EMHOKID1 MARTHA, now MRS AHMED MARXim. Former documents remain valid. National Youtn
Service Corps, Auchi Polytechnic and General public please note.

)rmer iuk.uuiwho -iu tca

1, formerly known as HAFSAT MOHAMMED, now wish to called HAFSAT MOHAMMED AMBURSA. Former documents
remain valid. General public to note.

Former MISS ESTHER O. SALE, wishes to be known as MRS ESTHER CHIKA EDWIN. Former documents remain valid.
University of Abuja to take note

N"8gBaeag3aagiagst!™jg5S?SE£SIIBESiIN'S5SifSSa»s»% s~iar5aiagK fl«ib5$S
public please note.

| formerly known and addressed as MISS MILINDA KELECHI NWEKE now wish to be known and addressed as MRS.
MILINDA KELECHI ORJ1. Former documents remain valid. General public to note.



"TFA Chairman, Alhaji
AN loraihiem Gaferiimahas
lid helvas unaware
iowner’s decision
A*edyi himiand three other
members o fthe NFAboanL
icing with Trustsports
orWcnday, Galadunasaid he
had no knowledge of the
allegations leveled against
him by the club owners,
adding that he would only be
ina position tocomment after

By AbdulRaheem Aodu,
Sports Reporter
>cing properly informed.

“l am unaware of the club
owner’s decision, | have not
been contacted. If they are
serious about the allegations
they know the right
procedure to follow. You can
not take a decision about
somebody without first
informing him about yoiff
position,” he said.

WORLD

Nigeriansw

igeria’s soccer lovers
have urged the NFA
to give coach Samson

Coach Basil Obeta of a
Lagos-based Weekend
Soccer Academy told NAN

Siasia ofthe Flying Eaglesdtiay in Lagos tljpt Siasia

necessary support and
assistance toward
preparations for the World
Youth Championship (WY C)
in Holland in June.

The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that
the National U-21 soccer team,
the Flying Eagles, have been
drawn against Brazil, South
Korea and Swizterind in
Group ‘F’ o f the tournament.

ootball pundits have
I: praised Nigerian ooacbes

for the “excellent”
performances of (he four clubs
engaged in various continental
assign ments at the weekend,
with some saying that it was aa
indication that tbe local league
was improving.

In the CAF Champions
League, Dolphins of Port
Harcourt whipped the 2000 title
winners, Accra HeartsofOak of
Ghana, 4-0 to make the return
leg less difficult, while defending
champions En-yimba drew 1-1
with Simba FC of Tanzania in a
match played in Mwanza after
the original venue, the Dares
Salaam Stadium, was closed for
repairs.

In the Confederations Cup,
Bendei Insurance held Kamsar of
Guineatoa 1-1 draw at Conakry,
while Enugu Rangers posted a
morale boosting away victory
with a 1-Owin over Sony Nguema
ofEquatorial Guinea.

The return legs will take place
in a fortnight’s time “It is an

Dolphin coach

needs about three or four
friendlies to prepare the team.
“And the friendlies have to
be with real soccer playing
nations which are good in
youth soccer like Paraquay,
Uruguay, Hungary and
Switzerland,” Obeta said.
“Itwill costa lot of money
and Ihatis why lurge the NFA
to assist Siasia in the
friendlies in order for him to

Sports

Last week, the club owners
accused Galadima along with
vice chairman Chief Gabriel
Chukwuma, Elder Dickson
Adejube and NFA technical
committee chairman Suleiman
David, o fworking against the
interest of the club owners.

However, die Kano-based
businessman disclosed that
he would attend the club
owners’ congress meeting
tomorrow Thursday.

The meeting, according to
club owners association
secretary, Arthur Kwame, will
deliberate on the allegations
raised against the NFA
chieftains and their continued
membership in the NFAboard
as well as the club owners

YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP

ntearlyprep

prepare well for the
competition,” he added.

He said that Siasia’s players
were good, butadded that the
friendlies would enable the
coach discover other lapses
in the team before the WYC.

He said that the loss to host
Mali in the four nation WAFU
Cup was a bessing, as it has
helped to dscover other
mistakes in the team.

Coach Gafaar Ibrahimo fthe
Naval-YSFON Academy, also
urged NFA to assist Siasia
with friendly matches before

CAF CLUB CI PS

Punaits praise performances of Nigerian clubs

evidence that our league is
developing and our football
management is improving,”
former Green Eagles interna-
tional Paul Hamilton told the
News Agency ofNigeria (NAN).
He said the various measures
put in place by the league
management board would further
assist to develop the league.
“Tbe decision gf the league
management board to ban the use
ofbad pitches will help because
football played on good pitches
help tbe game. Also the decision
to pay the referees' indemnity
will help to have a good league.
Ali these will help in developing
the game,” Hamilton, also a
former national team coach,
added
Basil Obeta, coach of Lagos-
based Weekend Soc-cer
Academy, said be was so happy
with the victories because it was
an indication that Nigerians
coaches were performing well.
“Tell me which of the four
clubs has a foreign coach, even
the African champions Enyimba
have an indigenous coach ami all
of them have not only made
Nigeria proud but also the
indigenous coaches.
Obetaurged the teams to work
harder to make the second legs

“It is not yet Uhuru. Surprise
might come their ways in the
return legs, so they should keep
their heads high and remain
detemuoed,” be said.

Ahmed Jumare. the mana-ger
ofthe National Stadium Lagos,
agreed with Hamilton.

“l want to believe that the
performance ofour various clubs
at the continental level is a sign
of improvement in our league
-because Aeseteamsare products
ofour domestic league.

rose from an executive goq.

“If that is the case, we should
now face our league more
seriously and not fear that our
good products will go out and
play.”

Jumare said with the level of
money put into our fooball, the
domestic league will continue to
growth.

“Kudos should be given to
Gov. Kalu because the perfor-
mance of Enyimba has encou-
raged other state govem-ments
and other club finan-ciers to
encourage our players to do
well.”

“Football now is all about
money and good welfare package
for the players, so private bodies
should now come to help in
putting in money into our league

the cmpetition.

“Our opponents in that
group will not be idle until
June.

They will play lots of
friendles so the NFA should
assist Siasia in organising
friendlies before June,”
Ibrahim said.

Ibrahim who was in Lagos
briefly to clarify some issues
said that it was only constant
playing through friendlies
that would ensure success in
Holland.

A former Flying Eages

toward football development.
The state governments cannot do
italone.”

Gafaar Ibrahim, a grassroots
soccer development coach, urged
the four teams to continue to
support their coaches and should
not contemplate hiring a foreign
one if they were planning on
havingone.

“I think it is time we start
appreciating ourselves, not many
people thought that a Nigerian
team, with local coaches could
excel inaway matches,” Ibrahim
said.

Ibrahim said for the teams to
excel intheir return leg matches,
the managements should give
their teams, especially the
coaches, maximum support.

Ex-international, King,
criticises Chukwu

igerian former
international
goalkeeper,

said.
He suggested the inclusion
ofDolphin’s Chijioke Ejiogu

Raymond King has critigizedm okoye o f Enyimba in

Super Eagles coach Christian
Chukwu for inviting only two
goalkeepers tocamp ahead of
the Nigeria-Gabon World Cup
cracker slated for Port
Harcourt later this month.

Hetold KICK OFF from his
Abeokuta base that it was
unnatural for Chukwu to
invite only Vincent Enyeama
and Austin Ejide considering
the amount of talent in the
local league.

“Inviting only two goal-
keepers to camp will make
competition less attractive.

Under normal circum-
stances he’s supposed to
have called up a third keeper
to make room for competition.
But that’s his decisionandf
respect him for that,” King

uau earner bud-
Contd. on Pg 2

*

future call ups, stating that
these two were the best in the
local front now.

“l canplace abeton Ejiogu
and Okoye guaranteeing
stiffer competition in the
goalkeeping department, and
| hope Chukwu considers
them in future,” he added.

King, who is presently the
goalkeeper trainer to Premier
League side Gateway FC,
made waves as a goalkeeper
of repute in the 80s.

Highlights of his career
include an African Champions
Cup runners-up medal with
Shooting Starsin 1984, plusa
couple of national FA wins

# e defunct, Abjqla,
Babes of Abeokuta.

em parts of the country. And

Contd. on Pg 2

adima

association.

“I remain a member ofthe
club owners, so if I am
properly invited for the
congress meeting 1 would
attend. All I ask for is things
should be done properly,”
Galadimastressed.

ration

Coach, Paul Hamlion, has said
Nigeria’s draw against Brazil
in the forthcoming WYC
should be seen by Siasia as
an opportunity for revenge.

Hamilton told NAN in
Lagos today that “thank God
the coach of the Flying
Eagles had once played at this
level against Brazil in Mos-
cow 8# and | happen to be the
coach ofdie team, we lost to
Brazil viapenalty.”

“l can see Siasia playing
against Brazil as a revenge
mission and | know he hasall
it takes to do well at the
championship,” Hamlton
said.

Ahmed Jumare, an ex-
Flying Eagles player and the
National Stadium Manager,
said that Nigeria should not
peg its preparation for the
tournament on Brazil alone.

“We should know that we
are not going into the
championship to play only
Brazil. Other teams are there
which are equally good,
therefore we should be well
prepared. 1know that all thmg
being equal, Siasia is equal to
the task” Jumare said.

talanta’s Nigerian

striker Stephen Ayoi

Makinwa, who is thej
subject o finterest from Seriej
A’s big clubs, says he would
like to join childhood friend
Obafemi Martins at Inter
Milan.

“I would love to play in a
great chib, and Inter are onei
My friend Martins has always
said good things about themj
Martins is great, he wilj
become one ofthe best in thei
world,” the big forward saysj

Makinwa joined Atalantaj
from Genoa in January to help
strengthen a misfiring forward
line. Seven games and fouij
goals later, he has become thei
toast of the Serie A, and thei
strikerwho also scored on hisl
international debuttells KICK
OFF that he is not worried
about an international call-up
for now.

“I can’t be thinking about;
not getting a call up now. |
just have to focus on my
game,” he told KICK OFF. But
he admits that was disap-
pointed not to get a call-up. j

“Of course | felt a bitj
disappointed not to geti
called. When you are doing
well and you don’t get
recognised back home it can!
be frustrating. But | know thei
coach has other players who
are doing well, and heis used t
to them already, so | can’
fault him.

“For me, | will just keep!
playing my game, and doing
the best I can. and hopefully,
I can convince Jamto give mei
an opportunity.”

Stephen Makinwa tihaOenged by MilamV Ambrosim ~ >f'



'tis nearly three years ago this month when | wrote a piece

on the Borgu emirship tussle, a piece that stirred the

hornet’s nest in Niger state. The emirship tussle started
in February 2000 following the death of Alhaji Musa
Mohammed Kigera Ill, as the emir. In keeping with the
tradition of the emirate, its kingmakers met shortly after
Kigera’s death to select anew emir. At that timetmly three of
the five kingmakers were alive. They unanimously chose
Alhaji Halliru Dantoro from a list of 12 contestants. Dantoro
was Kigera’s younger brother from the same mother.

For some strange reasons, the Niger State Government
rejected the kiftgmakers’ choice. One reason it gave was that
there were only three surviving kingmakers whereas in the
history of Borgu no fewer than the full compliment of the
kingmakers ever chose an emir.

This was rather unconvincing because under the Borgu
native law and custom, three kingmakers including the
Baakarabonde, their head who also holds a veto in the
selection process, form a quorum. The second reason the
government gave was that the kingmakers tied Governor
Abdulkadir Kure’s hands by sending him only one name.
This too was unconvincing as no law said the kingmakers
must send more than one name to the governor.

After rejecting Dantoro, the governor expanded the
kingmakers list through executive fiat. He then ordered a
fresh selection. Dantoro quickly went to court and obtained
a stay of execution order. The kingmakers, with the apparent
backing ofthe government, ignored the order and went ahead
with their selection. This time they picked two names, still
with Dantoro on top of the list. Their second choice was
IAlhaji Isiyaku Musa Jikantoro, Dantoro’s nephew, and at the
Itime a commissioner in Kure’s cabinet. Not surprisingly Kure
picked Jikantoro. Again, not surprisingly, Dantoro went to
|court to challenge his rejection and replacement by Jikantoro.

For over two years the case dragged its way through the.

courts until finally - well almost finally - the Federal Courtof

i Appeal in Suleja under Justice Muntaga Coomassie ruled in
favour of Dantoro. Predictably the Niger State government
lappealed to the Supreme Court.

It was before this appeal that | wrote my article which
ruffled not a few feathers in Niger state. In the article | had
pleaded with the state not to drag matters any further for the
sake of peace in the state and in the interest of the people of
Borgu.

“The ruling of the Federal Court of Appeal under Justice

jCoomassie”, | said, “shows quite clearly that the amendment
of the rules of the game by executive fiat is unsustainable.
IThe Niger state government should eat humble pie and not
drag the matter any further. It should, for God’s sake and for
;the sake of peace and harmony in I"orgu and in Niger State,
|accept the choice of Senator Halliru Dantoro as the Emir of
Borgu.”

The government ignored my humble plea and went ahead
to appeal to the Supreme Court. The appeal was pending
when | took a journalist colleague of mine who works in
iLagos from Abuja Airport to Minna to keep an appointment
with General Ibrahim Babangida. The plan was for me to drop
|him offat Babangida’s residence and return to Abuja to attend
;to my own businesses. Unfortunately - or was it fortunately?
|- Babaigida traveled unexpectedly that morning but was
expected back later in the day.

Tokill time while awaiting Babangida’s return, | suggested
Ito my friend that we go to Government House for a chance
Imeeting with Kure whom he had never met. Luckily the
|governor was in town and luckily he quickly granted us an
|audience.

For nearly two hours Kure took time to explain to my
friend and me how he had become such a misunderstood
|governor among many Nigerlites, especially those of us in
so-called diaspora. The case ofthe emir of Borgu took much
jof those two odd hours. Of all the things people have said
about his rejection of Dantoro as emir, he said, none has
pained him as the suggestion that he was acting at the behest
of Babangida. “Wallahi, tallahi, "’ he said repeatedly "kuna
kwasan alhakin Babangida” meaning those of us
insinuating that he took orders from Babangida over the
Borgu affair were offending God, because we were lying
against Babangida.

His main reason for rejecting Dantoro, he said, was that
Dantoro had shown himselfas unworthy ofthe leadership of
his people by holding such a huge grudge against his elder
brother, the late Kigera, that they were never on talking terms.
Dantoro, he said, rejected every attempt to reconcile him
with his elder brother who, on his part was more than willing
for such reconciliation. The Qur’an, he said, was clear about
such an attitude because it said any Muslim who, for
whatever reason, refused to speak to his brother Muslim for
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A word for the Emir ofBorg*

By Mohammed Haruna

three days running, “is not one ofus”. He had other reasons
for rejecting Dantoro, he said, but none had anything to do
with speculations about why the relationship between
Dantoro and Babangida had gone sour years after Babangida,
as military president, moved Borgu emirate out of Kwara State
into Niger.

At the end of our conversation, Kure gave myself and
my friend a pledge. He swore by Allah and said that ifNiger
state loses its appeal, he will swear in Dantoro as emir the
following day. About one year later the state lost its case.
Kure, to his eternal credit, kept his word.

Alhaji Halliru Dantoro, Emir of Borgu.

When this happened, I said to myself, well, well, all’s well
that ends well. For months after this development I tried but
could not reach Kure to congratulate and thank him for
keeping his word. The postponement nearly three weeks ago
of the formal installation of Dantoro as emir suggests that
my congratulations and thanks would have been premature.

This time, however, it seems to me that the emir himselfis
essentially to blame for keeping alive a crisis which, like a
bad dream, has simply refused to go away. Not only has the
crisis refused to go away, this time, it seems to have grown
from a crisis local to Niger State into a huge national
controversy involving at least three governors - those of
Lagos, Delta, and Adamawa states - and the vice-president
and even the president himself.

The latest twist in the crisis surfaced when, barely three
days to Dantoro’s formal installation on February 19, the
Niger State government announced that it had cancelled it
and gave no new date. Shortly after that it sent in an
amendment bill to the State House of Assembly for the
deposition and appointmentofemirofBorgu. The bill received
a record hearing and was passed into law in next to no time.

The postponement of Dantoro’s installation was not the
first in the state. That of the current Etsu Nupe, the chairman
ofthe State’s Council of Chiefs, was postponed thrice while
that of the Etsu of Lapai, the governor’s home town, was
postponed twice. However, that of Borgu was the first time
the executive would seek an amendment o fthe law appointing
and deposing an emir in the state. This showed quite clearly
that there was more to the postponement of Dantoro’s
installation than met the eye.

The first sign that there was trouble in store for Dantoro
was a story in the Sunday Tribune of February 13, titled
“Tinubu, Ibori, Boni consolidate on New Party”. According
to the story the three governors were to use the turbanning
of Lagos State governor, Senator Bola Ahmed Tinubu, as
Jagaban Borgu, as a cover to review their plan to form a new
party that would challenge the ruling PDP in the light ofthe
well-known mutual hostility between President Obasanjo and
Vice President Atiku Abubakar, an hostility which has fueled
speculations that Obasanjo was dead set against handing
over power to his deputy in 2007.

According to Sunday Tribune, Tinubu’s turbanning was
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also to provide cover for Atiku Abubakar to make an in-road
into Niger state as the home-state of General Babangida,
who, like the Vice-President, is widely believed to have his
eye on the presidency in 2007.

Three days after this story, Dele Alake, Tinubu’s
Commissioner for Information and Strategy, took out full page
adverts in several newspapers to dismiss Tribune s story as
false. “’The insinuation that Asiwaju Tinubu would use the |
chieftaincy event to send shockwaves to the political j
machinery ofthe PDP or any group or any individual in Niger
state”, said Alake, “is simply childish”.

Apparently the Niger State Government did not think the
matter was childish. First, said sources close to the governor,
the emir did not inform Kure he was inviting his Lagos, Delta
and Adamawa counterparts for his installation, much less
inform Kure he would turban Tinubu as the Jagaban Borgu
the day after his installation. Kure got to know only after
Tinubu called him to ask for accommodation.

Second, Dantoro had reportedly planned to construct a
royal box at the installation ground in which, apart from
himselfand the governor, only five ofthe invited royal fathers
would sit. These were the Sultan, the Ooni of Ife, the Shehu ]
of Bomo, the Alafin of Oyo and the Etsu Nupe, as the
chairman of the Niger State Council of Chiefs. This
arrangement would have confronted both Niger State and
the Etsu Nupe with a protocol nightmare, for the order of
precedence in the old North puts the emirs of Gwandu, Kano,
Bauchi, the Lamido of Adamawa and the emirs of Katsina
and Zaria ahead ofthe Etsu Nupe, in that order. And emirs do j
not take a breach of this protocol lightly even though there
is not much they can do about such a breach should it occur.

These alleged infractions ofthe emir, however, were merely
the last straw to break the camel’s back. Long before then the
governor had queried the emir for traveling locally and abroad
without as much as informing the chairman of his local

government or the governor, never mind seeking their
permission. Kure had also queried him for flying the national
flag on his car and using the national coat of arms on both
his car and his letter-head, in breach of the law. Again, he
was alleged to have used thestate allocations to his emirate
to renovate his private residence rather than the palace. Worst
ofall, areply to a letter he had allegedly written to the Vice-
President assuring him that he will deliver his emirate to the
vice-president in 2007 in appreciation ofthe vice-president’s
support in his fight to become emir, somehow found its way
into the governor’s hands.

Some or all of these allegations may or may not be true
but speaking to several Nigerlites, including some of those
sympathetic to Dantoro, it seems to me that he does not
want to let bygones be bygones. Because he has become
emir inspite o fthe state government and inpsite ofthe hostility
of some ofthe movers and shakers of Niger state, he seems
to believe he will also survive as emir inspite of them all.
Therefore, rather than try and mend fences, he seemed to
delight in antagonizing just about everyone who opposed
his emirship. For example, he has often been heard to boast
that many an emir have seen the back of governors who
challenged their authority, and if Kure thought he would be
an exception, he would need to think again, especially since
he has only two odd years left as governor. Dantoro as a
very experienced politician should know that such
boastfulness is not an attribute of good leadership.

Again since becoming emir, he has not stretched a hand *
of friendship and reconciliation to his relations in the rival
camp, including the children ofhis predecessor. Instead, one
ofhis first acts as emir was to sack those of them working in
the emirate council including the secretary of the council, j
Again, Dantoro surely knows that vindictiveness, like 1
boastfulness, is not an attribute of good leadership. i

Here Dantoro can obviously borrow a leaf from Alhaji
Awwal Ibrahim, the Emirof Suleja, who became emir inspir
ofimplacable opposition from the Suleja kingmakers. Unlil «
Dantoro, Alhaji Awwal had the support of government and
would therefore not have needed to placate the local f i
opposition. That, however, would have been unwise. He has
therefore done everything possible to reconcile with his kitH
and kin. I am reliably informed that recently, he, for example, | »
pleaded with the govemoKo appoint Alhaji Suleimanu Barau. %
whom the kingmakers had preferred, the Chief Librarian of
the soon to be established state university. Barau has bee
librarian at Bayero University, Kano, before he left to Cr.
the Emirship of Suleja.

Dantoro is emir today because God want
However, as a much experienced and a weljt

—

he”should know that the same God may*! ustain hin
there if he does not unnecessarily antagors <?' constitute.
authorities in the state and if he is seen t it and fair to

all his subjects whether or not they opposed his s:


mailto:letters@weeklytrust.com

