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with all y°ur

towards a developed 
Economy we 
put our strength 
firmly behind the 
Nigerian Shipper

At the Nigerian Shippers' Council our mam business is the 
protection of the Nigerian Shipper, —we proside answers to 
all his shipping problems. In this way we defend and protect 
his business and thus contribute our own quota to the conti­
nued development of the Nigerian economy especially m these 
hard limes. We have become expens in the negotiation of 
freight rates with shipowners and ensure that arbitrary rate 
increases are not imposed on shippers and indirect damage is 
not done to our national rmnnmv

oad Haulage Companies and rciatco su carrying out 
We arc proud to be the Sl.ippo-,'»’ink-«ank. organ,sing 

shipping Research, Shipping consultancy. “n 
Conferences and Seminars for the shipping >nd“sl

The Nigerian Shippers* Council boasts 
advise Importers and Exporters on Cargo 
Cargo Packaging and so many other problcr 
. Come to the Nigerian Shippers' Cv— 

shipping problems.

IVe are at your service.

sMr

Nigerian Shipper3 
Council —---

. of experts who 
Loss Prevcn110"' 

ems.
Council
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y-pq ive days to the December 8 elections, 
k] signs are that all is not well with the 

prospects for a free and fair election.
Last Thursday, senior officers of the SDP in 
Kaduna for the last leg of their campaigns for 
the elections, charged that the voters' regis­
ter is being doctored by the National Elec­
toral Commission. They also charged that 
there is a large scale forgery of voters' cards.

These charges may or may not be credible, 
but it is cause for concern that they are being 
raise at all. It is difficult to see how they 
cannot have a negative effect, however 
small, on the conduct of the elections. In 
fairness to NEC, however, the more immedi­
ate and perhaps greater threat to the elec­
tions is the state of readiness of the parties 
themselves. We sent out our reporters to find 
out, and what they saw and we are reporting 
to you as a cover story, is hardly cause for 
cheer. Our team of Bilkisu Yusuf, Tawey 
Zakka, Abu Momoh, Rabiu Barde, Ike 
Okonta, Nkechi Attoh and Samson Ojo 
made the rounds of party offices and the 
NEC offices and filed their reports which 
speak of many intra-party squabbles tha 
may not be settled before the elections. K18 
indeed a cause for worry that even with the 
local government elections where the stakes 

not so high, politicians cannot seem 
get their act together.
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Kaduna.
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Corrigendum

three independent nations, consisting

li.

how to check the excesses of one ethnic 
and political group(s) in the interest of 
other groups as the basis for coping 
with federalism as a design solution. 
Our ethnic groups are well identified 
and defined

I however agree with Mr President 
that it had provided us with a bulk- 
wark against totalitarian option as a 
solution to problems of development 
and nation building. It also provided 
for the non-concentration of powers, 
even under the military.
Michael Omokhomion
P.O. Box 10856
Kano.

I 1

We sincerely apologise 
forthemixupinnames in 
our 14th edition page 33 
where we addressed 
Governor Abu Ali of 
•Bauchi State as Chris Ali, 

The error is regretted.
— Editor

President Ibrahim Babangida 
missed the point when he said in your 
forum of November 5-12edition pages 
26 and 27 "the historical and cultural 
roots of Nigerian Federalism runs 

other person’s ideas might deep down in the demographic and 
cultural forces which antedated colo­
nial rule".

I rather think Nigeria comprised of
--------------------------------------------- ©

KASUPDA, take note
I write to express my displeasure 

over the non-challant attitute of 
KASUPDA to the development of 
Kaduna Metropolis.

Kaduna which could be regarded 
as the capital of northern states is ex­
pected to be well developed, if not 
better than its sister states in the re­
gion. But to my utmost dismay, 
Kaduna metropolis is still maintaining 
some aspect which could be lebelled as 
underdevelopment.

First of all, Kaduna Metropolis is 
very unkempt. Attention is not given 
to environmental cleanliness, not even 
the environmental sanitation exercise 
which is being observed every month 
has helped matters.

Secondly, road signs are missing in 
some major roads of the state. Simi­
larly, signs which would inform visi­
tors of the various directions of 
Kaduna town, such as Central market, 
Stadium etc. are missing.

I am very hopeful that KASUPDA 
would take note of this and many more 
other such matters.
Umaru Sanda Katuka
D.20 Kano Road, 
Kaduna.

Corroct these errors
TT wish to express my gratitude to Major-General

L you for the opportunity you have I*B.M. Haruna (itd) OFR, 
given me to express my views on Kaduna.

the matters we talked about in the in- -------------------------
terview which featured prominently Babangida missed 
in the 13th edition and thank you for th® point

awa.M.. t... —... I* * * — •the honour given me, by having my 
photograph on your cover page.

May I take this opportunity to place 
on record some corrections which 
might be attributed to "Printer's Devil' 
or some 
have gotten on the way of the inter­
view or perhaps, it was my slip. Impor­
tantly, names that featured on pages 
15 and 16 of the edition which were er­
roneous should be corrected. These 
are references to "Nwachukwu" and 
"Ebitu Ukiwe" which are incorrect. 
They are meant to be "Onuwat- 
uegwu" instead of Nwachukwu and 
"Ebeje Ikwue" instead of Ebitu Ukiwe. 
On page 16, references to Lt. Gen T.Y. 
Danjuma should have been Lt. Col. 
Largema.

On page 16, reference to Murtala 
Mohammed as "Commanding the 
depot" is erroneous. I was the one 
commanding the depot at Clifford 
Street, Yaba, now renamed Murtala 
Mohammed Way. Murtala Moham­
med was commanding Signals at .
Apapa. If I may also add, minor but mainly of three identifiable ethnic 
material errors on page 15 and 16, one groupings with only one having defin-
in respect of the word "rifles" as op- able political territory. ThustheNorth
posed to "revolt" in the passage where was already politically and admims- 
>1 says 'Tor some reasons revolt did 
not comeout,"and reference to "Radio 
Station" as opposed to "Petrol Sta- 
Hon" being managed by Anufbro s 
brother in Kaduna, and lastly, on page 
16, reference to "Ordinance" should 
have been "Ordnance."

I have sought to bring these to your 
notice as you may wish to correct the 
impressions that might be created 
wrongly, should these errors be left as 
they are.

ablepoliticalterritory. ThustheNorth 
was <__ \ ............ - -
tratively well organised whereas the 
East and the West were fragmented 
having culturally definable territories 
without theneeded political cohesive­
ness of the North.

He also missed another vital point 
when heasserts that "the fascination of 
our Federalism on this scope is how to 
define the ethnicand political groupfs) 
as the basis for coping with Federalism 
as a design solution".

In my opinion the fascination is
Letters to Citizen, carrying names, signatures and addresses, should be brief and to the rxanTrL., s ----------- 1

double space and addressed to Letters Page, Citizen, G. 11 Ungu wan Kanawa, PMB 2334^°^ * *yped

Cfififnber3',99° ===~



Northern States Book Fail

BOOK FAIR! BOOK FAIR ’! BOOK FAIR

Theme: Educational Materials for effective Learning.

Library Board Headquarters at No. 6 Bida Road, Kaduna.Venue:

Time:

Be there: Don't be told!

For further inquiries contact

I

\

Citizen, December 3,1990

—n
8:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. daily.
Writers, Publishers, Book-sellers, Librarians, Parents, Academi­
cians, Teachers, Students and all Book Lovers. Another unique 
opportunity awaits you.

The Book Fair will feature lectures and discussion sessions on the J 
theme of the fair. It is a unique opportunity attracting participation J 

and beyond.

The First Northern States Book Fair organised by the Northern States 
Librarians comes up on Tuesday 5th — Saturday 9th February, 1991.

The Coordinating Director, 
Northern States Book Fair, 
do Library Board of Kaduna State, 
No. 6 Bida Road, 
PM. 2061, 
Kaduna.

Or any State Library Board in the Northern States.
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-rj-n the middle of last month, we ex­
fl pressed reservations about the choice of 

-LLopen ballot for conducting the forth-

The local government elections: 
cause for alarm

former than the latter.
But whatever the reason, the non-resolu- 

o  tion of such intra-party feuds at a level 
coming local government elections, the first where the political stakes are at their lowest
nn narht k*---- ---------- gives cause to worry about what will hap­

pen when the time comes for state and fed­
eral elections.

For the local government elections, the
w ’ --oo---------------------r---------------- —

hove all of us to give it a try if we wished the only because of intra-party squabbles, espe-
tranciM/^ ~ dally within the SDP, but also because for a

while now the NEC offidals there have

j the NEC in Kano hopes to 
achieve by its repeated meddling in the 
internal affairs of the state's SDP.

—-.vUauc;3. hi uiuijs  It is equally difficult to understand why
has, unfortunately, often manifested in seri- the authorities have not done anything to 
°us political violence occasioning lost of bring the leadership of the Kano NEC to 
scores, even hundreds, of lives. Yet at the order. In more dvilised sodeties, the unjus- 
end of the day those who lose an election are 
graceful enough to concede victory to the 
^nners and wait for the next elections.

So our worry is not that there are serious 
feuds within both parties as the elections ap­
proach since where there is politics there 
'vill always be feuds. Our worry is that it 
Seems the parties are incapable of resolving 
these feuds in time to allow the elections to 
hold in all the local governments. Either the --------
Parties do not possess mechanisms for set- watch idly as the NEC in the state cause 
tljng disputes which inspire the confidence confusion. Whoever is the cause of the con- 

their members, or the members are an ill- fusion should be fired forthwith.
disciplined lot. We believe it is more the —----------------------------------------- ©

yardstick for democracy, India
____ never «nalifie<

on party basis under the transition pro­
gramme. In that edition (October 15), we 
worried that open ballot may amount to 
courting open trouble . We said, however, 
that since government had chosen it, it be- biggest threat is posed in Kano, this time not 
hove all of us to give it a try if we wished the only because of intra-party squabbles, espe- 
transition programme to succeed. dally within the SDP, but also because for a

With only five days to go to E-day, it while now the NEC offidals there have 
would seem the greater threat to a free and conducted themselves as if they are an inter­
fair election is not the open ballot after all, ested party in the outcome of the elections in 
butthestateofreadinessofthepartiesthem- the state both within and between the par­
selves, and in one particular case — Kano ties. Readers will readily recall how the NEC 
State — the very conduct of the National nullified the election of Alhaji Sule Lamido 
Electoral Commission offidals. As our cover as the states SDP chairman on the spurious 
story shows, elections may not hold in many grounds of non-residency in his constitu- 
local governments, simply because both ency, only to reinstate him later, but not 
parties seem unable to sort out their internal before law and order in the state had been 
feuds. seriously threatened.

Such feuds are, of course, second nature to Now the NEC seems to have drawn up its
politics. Those who measure our success in own list of SDP candidates for the local gov-
achieving democracy by the degree of ab- emment elections in contradiction to the 
sence of disagreements must have a strange party's own list It is difficult to understand
noHon of democracy If lack of turbulence is what exactly the NEC in Kano hopes to 
the yardstick for democracy, India and 
Jamaica would never have qualified as 
democracies. In those countries turbulence

political violence occasioning lost of bring the leadership of the Kano NEC

Hfied nullificaHon of Lamido as chairman in 
an election the NEC did not conduct in the 
first place, would have cost the state's NEC 
head his job — that is if he was not honour­
able enough to resign.

Kano is one of the country's most popu­
lous, wealthiest and sophisHcated state. 
What therefore happens there has serious 
implications for the rest of the country. As 
such the federal authoriHes cannot afford to
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No to Nigerian Medfe Council
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court to seek relief under these laws. Once they 
can prove their case, they would deter unscru­
pulous journalists from taking liberty with 
other people's good names and liberty.
Justice at the courts may take a painfully slow 

course, but it provide a remedy that does no 
expose society to the danger of dictatorship 
which the Media Council decree does.

With all due respect, Chief Alanyde 
should let the sleeping Nigeria Medi 
Council dog lie. Better still he should Kiu 

 It._________ __ ____ ©

Republican Convention, NRC, a". mor 
Democratic Party, SDP, in Abuja, nothl"°k5ho 
of worth has been done. The next w lvj 
was to have been for candidates of 
P’ifininihini 1 fllmllKlW

Badagry, Lagos State, to announce that the government sponsored Media Council which 
...cii — /n a.---—j

rated. In anticipation of probable opposition or withdraws from him the licence to practice, 
from journalists, the minister pleaded with —J -------- ’’----------- z :
them to support the council.

Said Chief Akinyele "you can not claim that a 
law is bad until you have started operating it. 
Otherwise how do you know that the law t ...w ...
cannot be operated?" The minister went on to cisely because the temptatu 
plead that journalists should support the de- —•—i- :
cree first and seek for its amendment later.

With due respect to the minister we find his 
appeal rather illogical. To start with, it is not 
necessary to see a law in action first before we 5<uu, we uu duum ma* — —
determining its workability. It is possible to tell individuals need protection from journalists of
abadlawricrhtfrom — J ---- ■ • • • • .t-s-t-

— ast Monday Chief Alex Akinyele, the so-called junk journalists have resorted to ex-
' Minister of Information, seized the op- posing each other's shenanigans in fabricating

H J portunity of opening a three day semi- stories, underscores this need. We do not,
nar on 30 years of Nigerian Journalism in however, think that the solution is to create a
Badagry, Lagos State, to announce that the government sponsored Media Council which
Nigerian Media Council will soon be inaugu- (1) defines who is a journalist, (2) in effect issues

and (3) prescribes penalties for misconduct, 
over and above what such laws as those of libel, 
defamation, sedition, etc. already prescribe— 
this obviously amounts to double jeopardy.

We object to the Media Council decree pre- 
r ._ jon to abuse these 

weapons is simply irresistible. We fear that the 
decree is a highway to killing free speech and 
this is not acceptable in the free society we are 
striving to create.

As we said, we do admit that society and
.. „ ~ .uu.vwu.j5 P™'“‘uWe Uth^h°wf^abadtowrightfrotnitsini^tionandCirizerrw ^tfonabte "n

of the opinion that the Media Council Decree,  Air^dv aggrieved inuiv.uuju’ „eto
as it is. is abadlawTheMinisterhimse...rwu- raws. «rea ^^egwuOjukwuhaWg^ 
vertently admitted this to some extent by urg- Soyinkaand .,=6.
ing journalists to seek for its amendment after 
the Council has been inaugurated.

The more logical thing to do is to amend the 
decree first and then inaugurate the council 
after. However, we thinkthereisalotthatisthe 
matter with the decree that what is needed is 
not mere amendmentsbut an entirely different 
approach to the problem of journalistic mis­
conduct which the decree is aimed at curing. 

We will be the first to admit that both society 
and individuals need protection from dubious 
journalists. The events of recent weeks where------------------------ ------------ -------------

CDS’ achllles’ heel „ 
ITf^he Centre for Democratic Studies lo- part of the countryDo "financial'I^'tica1P^'I cated significantly in the new federal to consorting with one of the r^ p^f^so
A capital, Abuja, as yet untainted by the ties, is too great to ignore, tow  aloftheU<

sin of our political life is stirring, but not in a OmoOmuruyi,theDirector inanintervle
way that will please many Nigerians who wel- has denied all these allegatio forth’’ .
corned its birth on October 19,1989. Of late, it with Citizen and lately a’ a S that '2d
hasbeen receiving a lot of media attention, but
what the centre is making newspaper head- not be intimidated, he unt?.^atiOns P*”* 
lines for is not a major break-through in the the point which is that the alieg
study of truly democratic behaviour. It is some serious danger. ,. rted ft0013, 
rather a crisis of confidence in which the centre Firstly, attention is being is reseat
has been steeped. Which is very sad for an main business of the centrej™ of thep"
institution that the country plans to hold up to inR into and teaching the correct r ^gliW 
Africa,andindeed,therestofthe Third World, Htical game, to settling 'n'h2~niustrate «''■ 
as model for a genuinely sustainable democ- over wh0 should get what. 1° ^ntre0'^, 
racy. since Ai.m.o a .kt.
The weight of allegations against the centre's 

management, running the gamut from a 
breach of the constitution in the matter of staff 
recruitment, nepotism, outright and bare­
faced victimisation of staff considered to be 
"outsiders because they come from the wrong
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able act. It was a most flagrant violation of

Hussein, a truly unscrupulous operator, made

<■

■
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I
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gramme, if it is true, is too grave to ignore.
It II I— a— .v. _ )v=rnment has
. z------ — .. ..»»» not brook any

rocking of the transition train. The thing to do 
now is for it to set up an inquiry into the 
allegations to ascertain their veracity or other­
wise. If a case is proved against the manage­
ment the government should move to deal 
with it decisively to save the name of the 
centre as well as restore public confidence in 
the transition programme. All sides to the 
conflict should be ironed out if the centre is to 
be prevented from becoming what people are 
already calling the "centre for destructive stud- 

, ,------- ..------- ies." It is for this reason that Citizen feels
it is going to be asked with even greater constrained to remark that the meeting which 
gency. the secretary to the federal government held in

Thirdly, the allegation that the centre is pro- Lagos recently with only the centre's DG was
viding consultancy to one of the two parties unwise. Dismissing the allegations off-hand, 
ousts a dark cloud over its impartiality. The as the SFG reportedly did, on the strength of 
imDlicatinn nf Fhie Cn- •»—»_ nr ..id *• ’ *-
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commissioned and in-house research projects ■“’“flofthe transitron tram. Tl
which ought to have started last September' 
running through to October 199Z Theprojects' 
run into tens of millions of Naira but as it is the 
last quarter of this year is almost out, yet noth­
ing has been started.
Secondly, the goings-on at the centre will tend 

to reinforce skepticism in some sections of the 
public about the usefulness of the centre. Is it 
not goingto be another drainpipe on public 
money? That was the initial question. From 
XIOW jt trrtinrr kn — — ——

stringency.

vising consultancy to one of the two parties

implication of this for the transition pro- what the DG said was not good enough.

Gulf: Their® mustn'tf be war
TF ast week, the United Nations Security the United Nations.

I Council passed the expected Resolu- All that said, however, the world must not 
-LI—J tion 678 of 1990 authorising UN mem- allow this crisis to result in a war. This is partly 
burs to use force to eject the Iraqi army from because,apartfromSaddamandthe!raqis,the 
Kuwait if it is not voluntarily withdrawn by world also needs to teach western countries a 
January IS, 1991. The resolution was a water- lesson regarding their shameless double stan- 
shed in recent UNhistory: onlyonoe before, in dards in international affairs. We Africans 
Korea, did the UN ever authorise the use of must take a sour note of the rapidity and com-
force against a member state, and this was 40 prehensiveness with which Western nations 
years ago. It is instructive that the UN never imposed sanctions against Iraq, including a 
again found the consensus for such action, for previously unheard of air embargo, which 
example, to authorise the use of force to end nevertheless may be relaxed to allow western 
apartheid, or to end South Africa's illegal occu- hostages in Iraq to fly out. A sour note, we say, 
pation of Namibia, or to force Soviet troops out because in 42 years of apartheid and in 70 years
of Czechoslovakia and Afghanistan, or to force of the illegal occupation of Namibia, the West
American troops out of Vietnam, Guatemala, footdragged over sanctions and said it was 
Dominica, Cuba, Grenada and Panama. "impractical". It is good for the Iraqi goose but
No doubt, the Iraqi invasion, occupation and not good for the African gander, seemed to be 

annexation of Kuwait was a sad and inexcus- their position.
able act. It was a most flagrant violation of The world must not allow Western powers to

™ a«o,um. ta,. r"“d"
Hussein, a truly unscrupulous operator, made Vietnamese, Malaysians, Kenyans, Ethio-
hrs move into Kuwait against all requirements and LibyanJ will readily testify in their 
°f good neighbourliness, Arab unity, Islamic experience of the last 40 years alone. A war in 
brotherhood, Gulf co-operation and OPEC the Gulf, at this time and in this circumstances,
solidarity This was a most condemnable act may destroy Iraq permanently and damage 
and the world has every reason and right to Saudi Arabia moreor less ^rmanently. A war 
demand , —J the Status quo as it may spill over into Jordan, Syria and Turkey; it 
oh.. ratl "f-r i„ ro discourane may invite a chemical attack on Israeli popula-
oth«ned On AVgUS! *'/ °nI„nd theworid tion centers, and it may invite an Israeli nuclear 
other unscrupulous leaders around tnc attack on Iraqi population centers. In all of
from adopting similar tactics. Any grudges (h(scJtisinnocentpeoplewhowilldie,people 
that Iraq may have against Kuwait; and there wh() |J)e ^y^y of cases have no control 
are many of them should be handled peace- over their political leaders. This situation is 
folly in the many international fora to which ironically truer in Irao than in most other cases
both countries belong, including the Arab The world must find a peaceful way to avo.d 
'eague, the Organisation of Islamic Confer- . catastrophe in the Gulf.
gme, the Non-Aligned Movement, OPECan------------------------------------- -

fliu niinimr
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the Ace of cords
Your Big, Strong and Reliable Union Bank 
introduces Unicard for swift and efficient 
Banking services.
With card limits of 44=100, 44250 & 44500 
Vou can cash your cheque instantly at any 
of our branches nationwide.
No reference. No delays.
Contact any of our branches for details.

UNION BANK... Big,Strong,Reliable-Head Office 40 Manna. P.M Bit 2011. Latva 
Telephone 66MJ9.66$4«1,66S445. 
Telepartu. Unionhead. Telex 21222.
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of the Management of the 
ance Corporation of Nigeria 
*"' *n g publication in the 

November 25, 1990

HABIB ALIYU,
LEGAL ADVISER/CORPORATION 
SECRETARY.
NOVEMBER 29,1990.

NO CRISIS IN NICON/
» mysterious disappearance and 

reappearance of the sum of N9 million
< from NICON's Central Bank Account last 
i year. This is totally false.
i What must be noted is that as a result of 

the new accounting system instituted by 
the present Management, we were able to 
discover a wrong debit of H9,855,000 in 
our SEPTEMBER 1990 Account within a 
few days of it being made. This matter 
was taken up the same day with the 
Central Bank of Nigeria who immediately 
reversed the wrong entry and credited 
back our Account accordingly.
The debit in question was in no way 
related to any of the Corporation's 
transactions. Contrary to the assertion 
made in the Publication, we wish to state 
categorically that the cheque leaves 
purported to have been used for this debit 
did not belong to NICON and were faked 
as were the signatures of Mr. Osoka and 
Alhaji Umar. There is therefore, no truth in 
the statement that "some Central Bank 
of Nigeria cheque leaflets belonging to 
the Corporation disappeared from the 
vaults."
Furthermore, the Corporation has had no 
business whatsoever with Kago 
Enterprises mentioned in the Publication. 
Similarly, we have had no business what­
soever with Kasomite Limited and NICON 
is not aware of any cheque for M8 million 
or any other amount drawn in their favour 
as claimed in the Publication. The cheques : 
Nos. 615890 and 65104714 mentioned in 
the Concord Publication are not NICON ' 
cheque numbers and none of these was 
signed by any of the Corporation's1 
authorised signatories.
In conclusion we wish to reiterate that 
there is no crisis whatsoever in NICON. 
The present Management is working in 
close harmony with both our controlling 
Ministry — Federal Ministry of Finance 
and Economic Development and the 
TCPC Implementation Committee on 
NICON, towards full commercialisation of 
the Corporation. NICON is an important 
national financial, institution involved in a 
highly specialised business and is 
internationally recognised. Any 
publication about the Corporation should 
be fair and accurate in the interest of the i 
nation.
We want to assure all our numerous policy ! 
holders and the public at large that there is | 
no crisis whatsoever in NICON rather the i 
Corporation is in top form, stronger and ! 
better.

undermine the good intentions of the 
present Management.
The staff rationalisation exercise recently 
concluded by the Implementation 
Committee of TCPC is in line with the 
Terms of Reference of the Committee. 
The exercise is not peculiar to NICON as it 
has been carried out in other sister 
parastatals. It was also not based on any 
ethnic considerations but strictly on the 
criteria for commercialisation as set by the 
TCPC.
Whilst the Coopers and Lybrand's Report 
of 1987 had recommended about 30% 
staff cut in order to reduce overheads, the 
recently concluded exercise affected less 
than 10% of the total staff strength.
The Concord Publication creates the 
impression that the exercise *vas directed 
against a particular ethnic group. This is 
far from the truth as the exercise was not 
based on ethnicity. Whereas NICON is a 
federal government establishment, over 
75% of its senior staff is from one ethnic 
group.
ALLEGED $230,000 MISSING IN 
LONDON OFFICE

There is no truth wnatsoever in the 
allegation that $230,000 was missing in 
the Corporation's London Office. There is 
also no truth in the claim by the SUNDAY 
CONCORD that NICON was queried by 
the Ministry of Finance and Economic 
Development over the alleged missing 
sum. The publication might have been 
referring to a complaint to the Ministry of 
Finance and Economic Development on 
28/11/89 signed by the Managing 
Director of NICON, Mr. Ogala Osoka 
concerning unauthorised debits by the 
London Bank in the Company's Account. 
The London Bank accepted responsibility 
and duly refunded the money with 
accrued interest.
It would be amazing if this complaint by 
Management is what is now being turned 
into an indictment of the same 
Management that raised the issue. The 
publication further insinuated that our 
London Contact Office Manager might 
have been involved in this unauthorised 
debit. There is no truth whatsoever in this 
allegation and we reaffirm our confidence 
in Mr Bola Adewale who, as our 
Managing Director, Mr. Osoka told the 
Sunday Concord is one of the most 
competent hands within the Organisation. 
ALLEGED "MYSTERIOUS 
disappearance AND REAPPEA 
RANCE" OF H9 MILLION FROM THE 
CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA 

The Sunday Concord alio alleged a

The attention c' *
I National Insurance (
I has been drawn to a
I Sunday Concord of F_________ _

captioneo "CRISIS SHAKES NICON".
I The publication is false, misleading and 
I mischievous.
I We wish to state categorically that there is 

no crisis whatsoever in NICON as the
I relationship between Management and 
I Staff including the Unions has been very 
I cordial. Recently, the Union wrote to 
I Management affirming their support and 
I commending them on the efficient 
I manner in which the Corporation is being 
I managed.

NICON is one of the parastatals being fully 
I commercialised under the auspices of 
I Technical Committee on Privatisation and

Commercialisation (TCPC). Since the 
appointment of the current Management 

I last year, a lot has been done to give the 
I Corporation the desired direction as a fully 
I commercialised enterprise and to prepar 
I the Corporation for the challenges of th 
I future.
I In a bid to correct operational weaknesses
I of the previous Management, identified in 
I the Management Audit Report compiled 
I by Messrs Akintola Williams Et Co, the 
I present Management has also introduced 

accounting controls and systems to
I ensure effective operations as well as 
I probity and accountability. To this end, it 
I has been possible to block loopholes that 
I could lead to fraud enabling Management 
I to closely monitor all financial 
I transactions.

These innovative efforts have streng­
thened the Corporation in its leading

I Position in the industry as evidenced in 
increased volume of businesses. The* 
Corporation has further consolidated its 
Position, and now has a much better 
working relationship with its clients. The 
volume of business undertaken by the

I Corporation has almost doubled from 
«350m in 1988 to N560m as at 31st 
December, 1989. The estimated income 
f°r 1990 is over H650m.

I Regarding the specific issues raised in the
I Sunday Concord Publication, we will like 

to comment as follows:
STAFF RATIONALISATION 
—ALLEGATION OF NEPOTISM 
& VICTIMISATION
The publication referred to the recent 
'ationalisatlon exercise and insinuated mat

I <t was based on nepotism and victimisa­
tion. It is not totally surprising that some 
disgruntled staff affected by the past and

[ tecent purge will resort to any means to
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The Journalism we deserve
The first instinct of many reporters 

seems to be to see the Aka pa phenome­
non as a vindication of Prince Tony 
Momoh, who as Minister of Informa­
tion, vainjy fought a one-man crusade 
for the setting up of a Media Council 
which among other things defines 
who a journalist is, works out guide­
lines for his conduct and punishes him 
for any breach of those guidelines. Soji 
Akinrinade signing for the editor-in- 
chief of Newswatch, said in the maga- 

>nly in the last zine's December 3 edition which led 
he intervention ^th story of that

Tony Momoh, "must be having a good 
laugh wherever he is." African Concord 
which did a similar cover story the 
week before, similarly said "Prince 
Tony Momoh could just be smiling." 
The instinct to see Akapa as the vindi­
cation of Momoh, like most first in-

As we condemn Akapa, for purvey- 
I ing fiction as fact, we oug’ __

this sad truth in mind. For it is only 
when we put this phenomenon of 
Akapa and his magazine in this per­
spective that we can properly ad­
dress the danger that it poses to soci­
ety.

number 3.1990

I
n unk journalism or what 

Newswatch (December 3) aptly 
called Gossip Journalism, has 

been in the news of late. It has been a 
cause for concern for quite a while 
now. But matters seem to have been 
brought to a head or’/ 1. _
fortnight following the intervention 
of the Lagos chapter of the Nigeria 
Union of Journalists in the case of 
alleged consistent fabrications of 
stories by Lawrence Akapa, the pub­
lisher, editor and all of Akapa's Top 
Magazine. The editors of Classique, 
Climax and Poise, variously accused 
Akapa and his magazine of invent­
ing stories and doctoring pictures to . ----------------
authenticate the fabrications. The simple truth is that like gov- 
editors took their case to the Ethical enunent, society gets the kind of 
Committee of the Lagos NUJ and journalism it deserves, 
apparently made a good case; 
Akapa, who did not bother to honour 
the NUJ's invitation to defend him­
self, was suspended for six months 
as a member. It seems pretty obvious 
Akapa ignored the NUJ because he 
knew he had a case to answer and he 
did not have the answers.
Serious as Akapa's fabrications are, 

however, they are merely one ex­
treme manifestation of a dangerous 
disintegration not just of the ethnics 
of journalism, but also the ethics of 
socio*/ -*• 1___ _
Akapa's fabrications is the value of 
crass materialism which has since 
gripped our society and which has

creditably done all that from day one 
as the creator of Vanguard's popular 
Mr and Mrs. In any case, no one in his 
right mind would dispute the contri­
bution that cartoonists have made to 
the development of journalism in 
this country. Fact is, with a few 
strokes of their pencil or brush, they 
have been able to mirror society in 
ways that words alone could never 
have done.

So the issue here really is not the 
qualifications or age of Akapa and all 
the other so-called "baby editors". 
Peter Enahoro, Sam Amuka-Pemu 
and Mamman Daura, who are some 
of the best editors Nigeria has seen, 
were "babies" when they became 
editors and none of them went to any 
journalism school.
The Media Council, as championed 

by Momoh, will not on the long run 
solve the problem that Akapa and 
Company poses for society. At the 
same time that it is a non-solution, it 
poses the grave danger that it can be 
easily manipulated to undermine 
free speech.
True, society needs protection from 

the Akapas of this world. But such 
protection ultimately lies with the 
leadership in society at all levels and 
in all professions, not in any decree. 
If leaders show the rest of society that 
a good name and a good record is 
more important that a BMW, a pent* 
house, designer clothes and all sue 
other creature comforts, the rest wil 
follow in time. If they do not, the rest 
can be trusted to he their way into 
wealth and prominence in society- 
The simple truth is that like govern­
ment, society gets the kind of of jour­
nalism it deserves. ..
Meanwhile, journalists will do w 

to set up their own media counc 
which should sit in judgment oyer 
journalists. They will also do well to 
expose the shortcomings of 
journalists and thereby do away w» 
the dog-does-not-eat-dog cre ° 
which has made it possible for 
_Ak^xis of journalism to flotu^h^..

stincts, is wrong, absolutely wrong. 
And if Momoh himself is tempted to 
have a good laugh on his colleagues, 
wherever he is, he will be wise to resist 
the temptation. For the simple fact is 
that his Media Council Decree does 
not contain an anti-dote to the crass 
materialism that propels the Akapas of 
our society.
Those who see the Media Council as 

a cure for unethical journalism seem to 
ournansm, out also the ethics of have a point at first glance. To start

iety at large. For at the heart of with, by definition, the decree setting it
ana's fabrication* u ----- ‘ up, would have disqualified Akapa as

a reporter. Many have indeed pointed 
6i our society and which has out that before moving into junk jour-
propelled others to rob with arms or nalism as the boss of the original Top 
rob with the pen or peddle cocaine. News, he was merely a cartoonist. But 
As av— x—. then, the notion of a journalist which

ight to bear excludes a cartoonist would be grossly
hr i» *■ mistaken. Aka pa may not have gone to

any journalism school for the mini­
mum qualification decreed by the 
Media Council, but if a journalist is 
defined as someone who informs, 
educates and entertains, Akapa had
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Professor Humphrey Nwosu: NEC chairman.

-m.w..'. -2t“/een NEC and the 
the list of contestants for the

Council elections:

Poll threaten

The chairman of the, 
SDP, Alhaji Sule 
Lamido, alleged that 
the NEC list was a 
distortion of the result 
of the primary elec­
tions held at the local 
government level and 
threatened to sue 
NEC if it used the list 
in its possession.

Alhaji Sule told Citi­
zen that the state SDP 
had evidence that 
some candidates who 
lost in the primaries 
were swapped with 
the successful 
ones."In Karaye local

form an electoral college that elected 
candidates without organising a pri- 
rn a ry election at ward level at which all 
card carrying members were to elect 
candidates as stipulated by the SDP 
constitution. The state SDP rejected 
the list sent by the chairman to NEC." 
In Kiyawa Local Govemment,results 

of Tsirma ward for the primaries were 
similarly thrown out because the list of 
the actual winners were swapped with 
those of the losers. The police, he said 
suspected foul play but when asked to 
intervene they claimed none jurisdic­
tion. "We nullified the results and 
conducted another election. The ac­
tual winners won again but the chair* 
man and the secretary submitted the 
list of losers. State SDP submitted the 
list of authentic winners but NEC re­

fused it/'he said.In Gezawa local government, the 
SDP executive council met to decide

day but the minority disagreed .The 11 
members went ahead in line with SDP 
constitution and held the primaries. 
The chairman allegedly nullified the 
elections and conducted his own pri 
maries, the result of which he su^’rn^

TLc ^OP protested 
since the list of results of the first ei~'

• to NEC was
.  ............  __ —ond elec­

tion organised by the chairman. Ain«? 
~*de said unless the authentic list o 
winners at the primary elections were 
accepted by NEC no elections wilL^

party feuds
Elections are here, but politicians are busy squabbling.

ines stipulate 
the list of 
ed candidates

the chairman who 
was charged with 
submission of the list

he local government of winners to the NEC,for instance
submitted the name of those who 
lost", he said.- , . maneb, me icoui. - -- incteu” -V vlL' lhC chairman also alleg- ted to NEC. The state SDP PJ0^.

ly faked the r«„u. „r .u. ° of the firs‘el_.
nes , said Lamido. Other problem tion which it submitted

SDP on the list of contestants ror me Dhi.iwa, ^ezawa
elections. Five days to the elections, Garkiand Kiyawa local governments'. 
NEC and the SDP have drawn up two Alhan Suleclaimed that -------
separate lists with each side saying 
that its list is the authentic one. NEC's

Citizen. December 3,1990

l/M elections scheduled for
M December 8, throughout
; i the federation may not

hold in Kano State due to edly "faked the results of the mfr
disagreement betw< 1 r'u1 ’ •

areas listed were, Bimiwa, Gezawa, rejected in Airman.
r.arVi and IGyaw* 1----1 --tionOTgi..’—- •/* thcnt
Alhaji Sule claimed that "the chairman Side said unless t e .
of Garki local government called 22
members of the executive council to
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I On the issue of some nominees who

One easily noticeable

thethe electorate.

'8

Citizen,December 3,1990

ress. After the meeting the state's Elec­
toral Commissioner, Mr.Y.O. Bere- 
dugo said all the nomination forms

pn 'pt he Kaduna State Secretariat of
9 the National Republican Con- 

JL vention was a beehive of ac­
tivities. Party officials and members 
were seen moving in and out of the

8,1990
Come out and Vole Wisely
Elect good chairmen and councillors.
Beside it is a list of 396 people who are

certificates.
i,a

a head on November 23 when Lamido 
told the press that he removed Alhaji 
Nuhu Ketawa, the SDP chairman of 
Gezawa local government and sus-

Iff 
■ I

II ■1.1

 election.
 The electoral commissioner however

when he called a political rally at Ms holding a meeting but an official said gave assurance that NEC is doing its 
local government to introduce his „NEC does not supply the list of best to ensure a hitch-free election 
supporters and candidates for the local screened candidates contesting the while the police have beefed up sccu- 
government elections. He also intro- g0Vemment electioi

statechairman of SDPinspiteofthe feet

ings presided over by me. collecting 1IIC ~
party and publicity materials." The Commission (NEC) in K^d1^a s^'
decision to remove Alb-ji N'.'h J
suspend Ibrahim Bange were fekenat Dawaid Road JooMqu.^

itry tag. At the were busy attending to party affairs as 
UnnrH with members trooped in and out of their

- One reads: offices. Citizen met Alhaji Hassan

T
long to the party. He will remain sus- there. Most of the officials were away
pended until he apologies for his ac- organising rallies. The state —
lion. If he does not repent he will be chairman of the, NRC, Alhaji Salisu primary school teachers being trained

As for AlhaH Nuhu Ketawa, Lamido prospects. "We have no rift in the NRC willpresideoverelcctions. Inaddition,
said he "committed political' treason, —1 "" Mvcr

local government. donour tells people to shut up."
Lamido told Citizen that T—‘

Ibrahim Bange committed political initial problems will only strengthen toral law, all contestants must submit 
their completed nomination forms 
along with tax clearance certificates 
issued by the revenue department.

The commission Mr. Beredugo said 
hasemployed 34,394 temporary staff to 
man the 7,588 polling stations in all the 

deputy — local governments. The bulk are

Kanya,said the party had very bright at the local governments where they 
__ Creates nn vreffr in fCo MPC Unll

and we have embarked on intensive NYSC members are receiving special 
campaign. We shall win the elections training by NEC and the police that 
come December 8." Alhaji Salisu said will enable them to assist the police in 
the party's list of contestants was ready crowd control. The WAI brigade and 
because NEC had completed its screen- MAMSER officials will also serve as 

trend however was a ing and cleared all the NRC nominees, poll orderlies to complement the police 
He provided a list of candidates for whose number is inadequate for crowd general apathy among chairmanship explaining that all the control at the polling booths.4,000 po- 

'■* - names were sent by the local govern- licemen are insufficient to man the
merit electoral officers directly to NEC. 7,588 polling booths in an open ballot

- When Citizen called at the NEC 
office,the Electoral Commissioner was

local government to introduce his „NEC does not supply the list of

government elections. He also intro- jocaj government elections/ Such a rity arrangements, 
duced Alhaji Kamilu Maisikeli as the Ust according to him could be obtained 

at joca] government's electoral 
that he had been attending party meet- officer or the party office.

office of the National Electoral
. The Cuii....—' -----
Alhaji Nuhu and aled at the junction of Inuwa Wada and 

' .  ----- 1 “ ---- . «--i—> — •*«t. The secu- busy secretariat.-wopena iDramm oange — - uawaw-----< . . — .
Restate SDP congress held on Novem- rfty officer at the gate screens all visi- 
her 22. tore and issues an entry tag. At the
Already, political observers are pre- spacious lobby is a nonce board with

disagreement with NEC and the_gjg__

held with fraudulent results. senfsi rift in the arc
Aptrt from the stalemate with NEC, However, Lamido aid rifts do not 

the SDP in Kano is also embroiled in exist within the SDP and he was sure 
intra-party squabbles now threatening the SDP will emerge victorious in the 
i^r Th\SqU?b/CS had IocaI government elections. "You see expected to call at the' NEc'office t
sXTT -H h°P°WCr tussle bet ween what we have in the SDP are not fee- collect their clearance c..;i,'i.a.t 
^his no dn°pWa/ “ T ti°nS"' he Mid' ",hey arc iUSt nomen- WhCn ,he Cl"“" “llcd al ,he - 
of his post as SDP chairman by NEC clatures with which people identify NECscreeningcommitteewasinprog- 
and replaced with Alhaji Kamilu various groups with certain interests. Ar*—*’--------
Maisikeli. Later NEC re-instated Whether you call them tabo or santsi, 
Lamido and supporters of both leaders PSPorPF,theyareallSDPIoyalists. All u  
havesincethenconstituted themselves thesesub-groupingsarehcalthyforthe forwarded to the commission'from the 
mtoopposingfections.Matterscameto party. They provide political respira- local governments have been screened 
’ i,o.j »r----------n. (ion for theparty an(j retumed (o the parties ■Thc on|y

'The SDP is a dynamic and accom- outstanding ones are those on which 
modating party and all the groupings court cases are pending".

w point to its democratic and progressive On the issue of some nominees who
pended Alhaji Ibrahim Bangeof Wudil trend unlike theNRC where the largest failed the screening due to their inabil­

ity to obtain tax clearance,Mr. Bere- 
"Alhaji Lamido is also convinced that these dugo explained that under the elec­

blasphemy because he denounced the party.
both the state and national chairmen of  ,
the SDP and tore their portraits at a fTI he NRC headquarters in 
rally. If these two SDP leaders are not ■ Baehirawa was a beehive of 
recognised by him then he doesn't be- activities when Cihzcn called
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Olorunnimbe, publicity secretary and 
Malam Adamu Ahmed, financial sec­
retary from parading themselves as 
officials of the party. A caretaker com-

T "^’nastatejtisratherdifficult 
■ to say which way Selection will 

JL swng- Both parties are equally 

JS?:™0 has the ba^ng Of

MR.

Gazi (rtd) as chairman, Alhaji Abdu 
Dahiru, deputy chairman, Mr. Tony 
Uda, secretary, Malam Bello Ninyio, 
publicity secretary and Malam Magaji 
Isa, financial secretary, is supposed to 
be running the affairs of the party in the 
meantime.

The SDP headquarters was deserted 
when Citizen called there twice last 
week. The chairman,Alhaji Daudu ______
Tsoho was removed on October 31 .The FEDECO secret<

rtocpmber 3,1990

disagreements to
■••••*••••£ vutcb,

^i"^aSta,te-‘hetSDPi"Kano
Wantage of past success

V 
fl.

>

!

_______________________ 15
However, SDP has the advantage of a 

better organised grassroots outfit. The 
'Yaradua factor is more visible in 
Katsina state than anywhere else. The 
father of Major-General Shehu Musa 
Yar'adua whose link with the SDP is an 
open secret, is working hard to woo 
elders to SDP. His younger brother 
Umaru Musa is reputed to be the ar­
ticulate planner of the SDP's grassroots 
penetration strategy.

behind the party, it is hard to under 
stand why it should suffer this spasm

— — — — - • < 1 l" n —
vi lucuuHaucuu. in -----uz
ment, the party has not been ab e 
elect officials at that level. Citiun ga»>- 

to the party 
- - -indidatc

who was rejected by party delegate5 *

J

i

"'S

~ — a man of the people yearns were recoroeu. *
Ismaila Mamman, ^nti ” found themselves at the receiving 

were the Fulani settlers in tne 
whom the so-called ^n^^e^Sonl 
ganded as outsiders who deserv 
the crumbs. ___---- ■

strong following the established P.R.P. ro %
tradition of the Second Republic but because it is demine' 
the Kaduna Statebranch has a npnHina

auchi and Gongola States have 
not been spared the squabbles 
that have been ravaging the 

National Republican Convention 
(NRC) and Social Democratic party 
(SDP). It is the litany of litigation 
thrown up by the October primaries of 
the two parties, which were meant to 
elect candidates for the December 8 

Alhaji Muazu Abbas polls. A few days to the election, quite 
. J”’*/**’ a number of the court cases have not

pro em with the party is that there even been mentioned. More than this,

_____________ '. __________________
Shinkafi (left and) Jibrilh: NRC top notch.

party's public relations officer, Malam party is wasting too much time on 
Hassan Ndanusa Dabogi who dis- petty squabbles and court cases. Ac- 
closed that the NRC had intensified cording to Alh.-j; ALL«.
campaigns at the ward level to ensure Hadejia, the party'"sdelMate,“themam 
that it captured all the votes in the local problem with >v_.
=7"“l»hiCh hede‘ ^-'^"aPSP^hristian hying'to ^IwTIutZoHa^h^e^seda 
Besiderthe approved list of nominees TheZmal c^isof thVj^y was sHp" ^ou  ̂^“wT^S

NRC S mJ V- ' Ambassador the bud, the belligerent communities

Join NRC now. did no^have^d^ ’n state ^>een hit harder by internal wangling is
In Kaduna State, the SDP is quite ber 8 elLions"d,datesf°r,h«D«em- the NRC. With the array of Tiig names 

______________________ r„„. o2tureRR iTd^'0 Wi'' “ KadUna stand why “ should suffer “US 

theKadunaStatebranchhasapending campaigns than the SDp'wNch'^6 *° offactionalfeud- In Shira local gover^ 
court case._________________________preoccupied with disastreem * t0°
The state branch is seeking a court in- concentrate on winning votes 

junction to restrain Alhaji Yakubu Like in Kaduna State thesnp'- v ered from ““f*305 dose
Abubakar, deputy chairman, Alhaji State has the advantacwnf lnKan0 that a businessman put up a cal
Muhtari Uba, secretary, Mr. Jimoh of the PRP to build nt SUCCess W.lu was rejected uy p...,--To

agreement with NEC and an d'S’ dlssoluli°n of the state transition co
- • ableUstofcandidates1sprLnlXP'' ntittee. NEC and MAMSER were aP

mittee comprising Major Nicholas SDP will win. Presented,then proached to find a solution to the pi°“
r'*~ /—— -i ... . .cj iem but they both said it was not u

ness of theirs.
Also, in Yamaltu/Deba, in Octo 

factions of the party clashed 
"“"•■S*ne nkc has the backing 'c which shouId S'* the "choii:eS‘, w 
^litical heavyweights like Lawai ‘j°nS?n the leadersb\P bieS^ wh 
fcuta - a man of the people. Otb2! deaths were recorded. Those^
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candidate that the court adjourned the
I
I

Another cause of the NRCs head­
ache, according to another source, is 
how to balance the Bauchi-Gombe 
political equation. Gombe is said to 
have had more than its share of repre­
sentation in government. But to an­
tagonise it is to risk on avalanche of

i ii-

be called. The three deputy chairmen 
Aliyu Rabiu Damina, Haiiya Asabe 
Sarkin Kudu and Nuhu Bakari-will

The national leadership of the party 
last week appointed a triumvirate, 
made up of three state deputy chair­
men to run the party until the Decem-

'There is a green light in all the 16 local 
government areas we have been to," 
he said, relishing the tribulation that 
the NRC is going through. "We are 
ready for December 8," he added.

Fears about the possibility of the

betical order of their names. So the 
party is using the time which it needs 
for campaigning to diffuse tension, 
which last weekend rose high enough 
to draw the attention of the police who 
took over the Numan Road Secretariat 
of the party for three days. It was reo­
pened only last Monday.

Acting Secretary, John Kwalle 
Vimtim, tried to play down the effect 
of this problem on the morale of the 
party's rank and file in an interview 
with Citizen in Yola. He said the party’ 
did not see a strong rival in the SDP 
despite the leadership vacuum that 
exists in the NRC. "We shall reconcile 
our differences," hesaid, addingconfi- 
dently that "the NRC has more sup­
porters than the SDP."

The morale of party supporters, he 
said, was high, "they know what they 
are doing ... campaigning is going on 
in the local governments. We are sure 
of winning." Yet the party has not even 
been launched at the state level. Mon­
day November 26, was to have been 
the day, but it was shelved indefi-

which the later claims is already hap­
pening. For instance, an SDP official 
told Citizen that in Bauchi local gov­
ernment area alone over 20,000 NRC 
membership cards were returned by 
"decampees" to the SDP. There has 
been no independent confirmation of 
this.

Balancing the political equation is 
proving so difficult that the party has 
hard to put away the zoning mecha­
nism it used during the state congress 
at which Alhaji Yerima Aliyu Gida 
from Katagum zone was elected state 
chairman of the party. The governor­
ship candidate, Citizen has been told 
will be decided by the performance of 
the three zones-Bauchi, Gombe and 
Katagum in the local government elec­
tions.
The zone which captures the highest 

number of council chairmanship seats 
is sure to be asked to produce names of 
governorship candidates. For now, 
waiting on the wing are Ambassador 
Balarabe Tafawa, Alhaji Adamu 
Aliyu, a former secretary to the Bauchi

General in the presidency, who, 
though has not come out openly to say 
he is in the race for governor, has not 
hidden his romance with the NRC. But 
if these, indeed, are the 'movers and 
shakers', as it were, c' “

influence to good use, that is, by way of 
bringing the party together. Because 
the house was not in order national 
chairman Tom Ikimi had been skating 
the state until just last Tuesday when 
the campaign train rolled in from 
Maiduguri. The launch of the state 
campaign had been billed for October 
22 but the party boss failed to show up.

The SDP, though considered as an 
underdog has fewer internal 
squabbles to settle before December 8. 
Citizen gathered from an inside source 
that the only problem is over the chair- 

madu Kabir Umar was celebrating his keeping a better organised house.
-------- *:— Citizen learnt from Mahm Ahmidu 

K. Isa, state financial secretary, that the 
party submitted the list of its candi­
dates for the December 8 election since 
November 7, well ahead of the ex- 

NRC nn irirc fhpv are vet to put their tion to its myriads of other problems, tended November 26 deadline given
politics, 'ney-re k\,wavnf the fiehtins over land, which broke by NEC. It reportedly has litigation in 

court as at November 26 when it had 
launched its campaign in 16 of the 
state's 21 local government areas. The 
party itself was launched at state level 
on November 3,1990.

As far as Malam Ahmidu was con­
cerned, Gongola State is for the taking. 

-------------------------------- ------ 11 it. —1£ 1—1 IL
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turbaned Walin Katagum.
The other is a serving Director-

General in the presidency, 
though hi 
jin«•«

hidden his romance with the NRC. But

of Bauchi State SDP, just as it is for the NRC, in addi-
. •_ id — — a— Ilr wttrrinzlc r\( nlhor nmWomc

the fighting over land, which broke 
out last weekend between Tangales in 
Billiri and the people of Kaltungo 
would prove a setback if it lingers 
through election day.
-jY n Gongola State, again it is the 
I NRC which is in deeper trouble, 
Ji its crisis arose from the removal 
on October 29 of the state chairman, 
Malam Obadiah Rika and the secre­
tary, Alhaji Ismaila Agalara by the 
Transition to Civil Rule Tribunal; since 
dissolved, for contravening Decree 25 
which bannned persons who held po-

Dasuki: had expressed 
misgivings.

• w,«iwmrc. j  man the SDP, like his NRC counter­
State Government, who last week was part was out of town over the weekend 

when the Citizen called. Both had left 
town for Azare, where Alhaji Maham- nitely. The SDP, on the other hand, is

10th coronation anniversaiy. Such 
other top-notchers as Alhaji Salisu 
Matori, Alhaji Bappa Aliyu, Alhaji Isa 
Tahir were also out of town. For the

manship of Bauchi local government. litical office. 
Even so, it seems an easy enough prob- 
lem because the solicitor of the candi­
date who lost had seen the hopeless­
ness ofthe case and had withdrawn his 
appearance. It was only to satisfy the ber 8 election when a fresh voting will
candidatethat thpcnurtadinumn^ —..t., -t-_;--------

decamping to the SDP, a development case until December 11, four days after
’-• the elections would have been held. 

Apart from this one controversy, the run the party rotationally in the alpha- 
SDP is believed to have submitted to u~—J-----e ----------
NEC the list of its candidates in the 20 
local government councils. Alhaji Mu- 
hammadu Madaki Imam, state chair-
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recent interview he granted Citizen in local government areas - Agege, Sho- two options: a scheme where the liti-

patched a message to Ambassador

elaborate plans to ensure a smooth and 
hitch-free council elections.
Citizen was reliably informed last

ty problems civilian governors, a cold shoulder. In man, said in Lagos last week, "if either 
a lest ditch effort to hold his housa ofthe political parties refuse to present 
together, the SDP Lagos state chair- councillorship candidates due to party

the elections and announce the sole 
candidate as duly elected".

If NEC carries out this threat then 
many counsellorship candidates in 
several parts of Oyo state will be re­
turned unopposed. Court actions over 
counsellorship nominations are still

oiuuits,rroressor -—
„ r  Omo Omoruyi, in a recent inter- government areas, and by 

December 8 council elections inched view he granted Citizen in Abuja.

t __ , 10
enable public servants travel to their 
respective locations to officiate during

litigations over,party nominations, 

affected areas out of respect for the 
rule of law," Ringim told newsmen 
last week.

Fears about the possibility of the 
December 8 council election were 
first raised, significantly by the 
Director-General of the Centre »»*#»«•»»•••••»»••*' -—
forDemocratic Studies,Professor pending in Lagelu, Oyo and Ilesa local

Hindu aicas, caiiv* -
none of the litigants had indicated 
willingness to settle out of court. AL 
haji ado Ringim, Oyo State Resident 

iz- •, Electoral Commissioner has however
national chairman declared that elections will not be hel 

nm^Sry!?COmetOhisaid- inany part of the state where there are
butbvbL a committee/ litigations over,party nominations,
of the chk'"o,h‘"8hadromeout "NEC wiU not conduct elections in the 
Ot the chairmans efforts to get the

..... -"S'”-
the^Laeos main? ”7thUmb here “ State Abiodun Olukoya has declared 

"—..-’-J—*?:
S'‘h® candida‘es, Mr Niran

js also 
proved abortive as the warring party lated by law.

' ' Mr N. Ekukinam, NEC's spokes-

of the political parties refuse to present
/*/■». ... 11 V. 1 nioc 11O T331 LV

man, Alhaji Muniru Baruwa dis- in-fighting, we will still go ahead with

December 8 council election were first elections. Particularly affected are 
raised, significantly by the Director- Lagos and Oyo state. In the Lagos state

still grappling with court cases in five week that government is considering
* —r*-----------v—■u"‘1

gants would be coaxed to settle their 
grouses out of court, and in the alterna­
tive, a presidential order urging the 
courts to quickly dispose of the cases to 

day. A training workshop which the settle the matter out of court have so enable NEC conduct a hitch free elec­
centre had hoped to organise for the far, come to nought. A series of meet- tions. On its part, NEC is considering
candidatesofthepartiesonNovember ings, convened in Ikeja and Shomolu invoking constitutional provisions to 

last week to iron out things also ensure that elections are held as stipu-

men gave the conveners, three former

a last ditch effort to hold his house

Council ( 
Bawahla v.- 
had his nai

For in­
stance, Professor David lomem, 
tional Publicity secretary of the SD 
last week threatened to protest to 

mough Chief Tom IkimJ a T Pres>dent Babangida over the allegnational ehaiX^d ' Part/S rcfusal °f NEC to make the voters
WaS "°l ^by ^^stera available to his party for scrU'

Ac r^f^,1Spu„tehas ^n resolved. //- _____ a. —^w-rictPT to

General of the Centre for Democratic SDP for instance, party members are 
Studies, Professor Omo Omoruyi, in a 
r?"~K h? __
Abuja. Then he expressed concern molu, Etin-Osa, Ikeja and Ikorodu. 
over the number of court cases arising Attempts by some banned politicians 
from the two parties' primaries last in conjuction with influential Yoruba 
month, which were increasing by the leaders ofthought to get the litigants to

a Ao settle the matter out of court have so
had hoped to organise for the far, come to nought. A series of meet-

19 had to be dropped because as the 
Director-General said, "the parties 
don't even know who there cand idates 
are... there are too many 
about whose those candidates are." 
The national Electoral commission, 
NEC, he said, had not cleared many of 
the candidates, because "there are so 
many court injunctions."

•TTt was a worried Sanni Daura, 
H Commissioner of police for Lagos

State who called together repre­
sentatives of the two political parties 
and trade unionists at the Lagos city 
Hall on Friday, November 24. Reports 
reaching his desk, particularly as the

nearer, indicated that the security situ­
ation in the state was less than satisfac­
tory.

He was particularly displeased with 
the way politicians of both parties 
went about their campaigns, threaten­
ing one another with fire and brim­
stone and in extreme cases, assaulting 
political opponents. He was also 
worried that the f 
screening for political candidates 
would create an avenue for some bad 
eggs in the two parties to cause trouble 
and encourage the break-down of law 
and order. Akinsanva whT«,“a*^' "7.Nlran respective locations to officiatedunng

Mr. Julius Bolaji-George, a teacher at number of ’vnt« „,°n v e blghes' theelections. There are many in Ondo
Lagos Boys High School last week said while hjs as ??ovfd aside state however who are not impressed
'Ithinkweareabouttorepeatthesame Adeiare withthe aid ArT .,ebay° with NEC's preparations. Form­
mistakes that signed the death-war- Council Ch»,'.m, f .,,Mainland stance. Professor David lomem, Na-
rant of the Second Republic all over Bawahla was declaJd'^'^’1 Ta’°
again. I have a strong feeling that nei- had his name c. ■ . Wlnner and
ther of the two political parties is ready though Chief Tor"1"*^ t0 A1'
for December local government elec- r " r
Hon." controversy it -----

While the leaders of the SDP and week if the disnuT h iJr*1, by laSt
NRC would evidently want to dis- As December 8 draw^ resolved- He said "we want the register W
agree with Mr Bolaji-George, evidence emment officials are incro^^'i 8°V' know ‘he number of polling centres
indicate that the parties are yet to get coming warned that theXk Y and to ensure that nobody springs any
their act together in readiness for the intra-party court cases will iu SUIprise bythe alteration of names".

| Citizen, December 3,1990 ------------ ——
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said he had dispatched his officials to

£

gerians who had lost their cards will 
not vote. I don't think this is fair."

At the NRC secretariat in central

SDP publicity secretary told Citizen 
that the NRC was not actually install­
ing taps in the metropolis. "It is a grand

Ibadan municipality, noted hot-bed 
of western Nigerian politics was sur­
prisingly calm last week In all 20 

went

dent told Citizen, "this is our humble 
way of contributing to the efforts to 
ensure a free and fair elections.

II

!

■

i
eminent elections. "I smell violence in 
the air," said Mrs. Funmilayo Ajalla, a 
retired school principal.
he position of the two political parties 
in Benue state forthcoming is very 
difficult to predict

rw*w he state chairman of SDP Mr 
I 1 John S. Odawa said he was 

-ML optimistic that the SDP 
would win the December 8 elections. 
His optimism was based on the party's

the state to monitor campaign rallies 
NEC had also finalised plans to use 
teachers and civil servants to count the 
voters. Ringim could not however 
comment on the still pending-intra

eminent areas. Questioned on the is­
sue, several Ibadan municipality resi­
dents expressed the fear that the court 

icinciu, iuuuu.^ «... 0356 may WC^ turn out to be theachil-
Lawal, the chairmanship aspirant for bed the December 8 local gov- 
Ibadan municipality told Citizen that **"•"«-*e *» — -»»--»-• »_
everything was in place to clinch all 
the votes come December 8. Said 
Lawai, "it is true that we had a little 
fracas within the party some time ago, 
but all the disputes have been amica­
bly resolved. The NRC in Ibadan is 
now a solid and united entity with a 
common goal: to sweep the polls dur­
ing the council elections."

Citizen's attempts to get officials of a  _
the SDP to talk proved fruitless. At the prog£mmes which he said had bin 

accepted by the people of the state. He 
said the large turn out of the people at 
the rallies in the local government 
areas were a measure of acceptance of

i

^bief Segun Osibote told Citizen that cians can do whatever they like. I just
don t want to be bothered."

The secretariats of the two parties P^rty litigations in several local goi 
presented a different picture, how- ------, .. .
ever. They were literarily bubbling 
with activity. At the NRC secretariat at 
Yemetu, Ibadan, Mr. Abdul Adebayo

otable water, which hitherto placed on alert in these strategic areas. 
I was an "scarce commodity" in As to complaint from both parties that

J_L several parts of Abeokuta has fake voters cards are circulating in the
suddenly become abundant thanks to state, the Commissioner said NEC had 
the frenzied efforts of the NRC to win taken appropriate steps to contain the 
the electorates favour in time for the trend. Mr. Abari said, "the number of 
council elections. NRC has installed voters in each polling station is very 
water taps in strategic parts of small so it will be easy for my men to 
Abeokuta metropolis - especially keep an eye on the entire voting. We 
Ikoko, Emere and Ibara and SDP offi- have a fool-proof mechanism to iden- 
cials are complaining that it is illegal. tify fake voters cards, and culprits will

Chief Adegbenro Niyi, Ogun state be dealt with appropriately."
SDP publicity secretary told Citizen Meanwhile the EgbeOdede Drivers 
that the NRC was not actually install- Union in Abeokuta has agreed to make
ing taps in the metropolis. "It is a grand its fleet of taxi cabs available to NEC 
fraud calculated to hoodwink the in- officials during the council elections, 
nocent electorate and steal their votes. Mr. Tijari Alarape, the union's presi-
What the NRC is actually doing is 
taking water from government mains 
and claiming that they installed it. We 
in the SDP have however lodged for­
mal complaints with NEC."

Chief Niyi was impressed with 
NEC's preparations for the elections, 
but (
unable to revise the voters register. He

Attah: will his men cope?
elections. The Resident Electoral 
Commissioner, Alhaji Ado Shehu 
Ringim, said that all the candidates 

expressed regret that NEC was wards, aspirants of both parties went contesting the elections had been 
. about their campaigns peacefully. One cleared. Qn security arrangements, he

said that, "By not doing so, many Ni- easily noticeable trend however was a he had dispatched his officials to 
—’* general apathy among the electorate. the vari°us local government areas of

Lekan Oyegoke, a taxi driver told Citi- -• «-•—
 ...  zen, "I will not vote in the forthcoming

Abeokuta, the state party chairman, local government elections. The politi-
-• —... .« _. /4n liVo T

the party is ready for the elections. 
Chief Osibote said we have completed 
all the necessary arrangements by 
putting our house in order. We now act 
as members of the same family." The 
party he said had devised an elaborate 
sccurity network to ensure that elec­
tions were free and fair. "Our agents 
Y*!! stationed in all the polling sta­
tions to scrutinise all the voters cards. 
Should they detect any foul play, a 
report will be promptly lodged with 
the electoral officer in the polling 
booth concerned."

Mr. T. Abari, the Ogun State Resi­
dent Electoral Commissioner told Citi- 

that candidates for both the parties 
have been cleared. He said that NEC 
has made adequate preparations in 
case there is a break down of law and 
order during the elections.

Apart from NYSC members who 
will be drafted to help the police 
Monitor the elections, Mr. Abari also 
^id that NEC had identified potential 
trouble spots and specially trained 
kw enforcement agents have been 

party's municipal secretariat at 
Eleyele-Olopomewa all the key offi­
cers maintained sealed lips. Mr. Lekan 
Latiawa, the party's legal adviser, said 
"we wont speak to the press until after the party by the people of the state. He
the council elections." said there would be no problem if the

At the NEC secretariat, preparations people and the two parties obeyed the
were in top gear to ensure hitch-free rules and the regulations as spelt out

Citizen,December 3,1990

placed on alert in these strategic areas.

fake voters cards are circulating in the 

taken appropriate steps to contain the
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no religious or

^hpr3.1990

names because of the cost of transpor­
tation.

On I
candidates, the two parties said they

ments for the elect ion.
For the past two weeks, the sta 

public enlightenment committee 
Transition to Civil Rule had been o 
ing the local governments comm1 t

Bosco: NRC is one. 
press.

It was ... 
could not release the list due to 
minute withdrawals and changes

Effort to get the list of the nominated 
candidates from any of the parties 
failed. At SDFs office, the chairman 
could not give it out because the party 
secretary was out of town.There was 
no official around at the NRC 
officeswhen Citizen called. nortn. During the tour tne w

At the NEC office in Jos the Public identified some problems w to
Affairs Officer, Mr. J. Nyako said he include in its report to be su *
had been instructed not to speak to the the Transition Committee

without substituting it with another 
name.

It was the opinion of many people in 
the state the SDP would do better be­
cause it has many "big names" in its 
fold including banned politicians

However some other people spoken 
to in Makurdi preferred to adopt a 
wait-and-see attitude saying the two 
parties should be allowed to prove 
their mettle

yp n Plateau state, the chairman of 
II SDP Mr Donatus D.Dafuan told 

J-L Citizen that the party began its 
campaign on November 8 in Keffi local 
government area, a day after the state 
rally was held in Jos and that 13 of the16 local government areas had been was however gathered that NEC 
covered. could not release the list due to last
The chairman ruled out any possibil- minute withdrawals and changes in

;ur the names of nominated candidates by
the two parties.For instance,in Awe 
local government officials of NRC 
wrote a petition withdrawing the 
nomination of the chairmanship.

the other by the General Manage 
Katsina State Radio, Alhaji Ibr 1
” The former group covered the loerf 

government areas in the southern 
of the state while the latter cover 
north. During the tour the comm1 

entified some problems which »t

------------------ ---------- -------------was in town

nominating candidates based on the organising a seminar at for
principle of allowing equal represen- ence Hall of the Ka*sina officials
tion." electoral officers and overn-
Opinions are divided on which party who were assigned to t e

- would do better. Most are of opinion -----
chairmans ip that was too c^y to make predic- 

isnongo. nmvide tions, but argued that SDP might winThe parties were unable to pro in
■itizen with the list of their can i Shendam while NRC might have bet- mg the local governments

were a • showjng in Akwanga and split into two, with one and
Lafia local government areas. by the state MAMSER chairmanroved abortive. . 7

Lamido: had a taste of NECs 
highhandedness.

by the decree guiding the conduct of 
the elections.

The major problem the two parties 
were likely to face was that their 
members who had lost their voting 
cards were only given pieces of papers 
or covering notes because during the 
registration exercise the voters' cards 
run out.

The two parties blamed NEC for 
displaying the voters list only at the 
local government areas and not at the 
registration centres. The officials of 
the two parties argued that because 
most of the voters live in the rural areas 
they will find it difficult to check their in8 ^at "Plateau State was made up of
—~~ because of the of transpor- many tribes who practised different

religions, Christianity, Islam etc and 
the criteria for nomination of t° the people to tell them that mr. ...

“,c HansZS,eM Kr?rMus!imsorChris- Relations Officer of the National Elec-
allowed all registered members of the *“S would bc dece.tful.The party is toral Commission NEC ’ 1"'“n
party to contest for any position they nnra,n»hn« i-----j  .. .
desired. For instance 14 women are to 
contest the elections on the ticket of the 
NRC. The SDP is also fielding a 
woman for the c2._2----- ’ \
Ushongo.

J------------
Citizen with the list of their candidates 
because both secretaries were away. 
Attempts to get them f ’’ KTT'/" 
office in the state also proved abortive. 
The Administrative secretary of the 
NEC said the commission was not in a 
position to release the list to the press 
because it was yet to arrive at an au- 

. thcntic list.
It was also gathered that the NRC 

had written to NEC withdrawing the 
i I name of its chairmanship candidate 

for Gwer local government council.

ity of losing any seat in the council 
election. He said the people had been 
enthusiastic and the turn out at the 
campaign grounds testified to the 
acceptability of SDP.
He alleged that the NRC was giving fakevoterscardstoitssupporters, but n Katsina, as you drive along 

added that both Ikimi and Kingibe had 0 Ibrahim Babangida Way, the ma-
accused each other's party of circulat- J-L jor road that passes through the 
ing fake voters cards. heart of Katsina town, flags of the two

He said there were no religious or parties are seen at almost every war • 
ethnic comoderation in the party say- Posters of the candidates decorate

f trees, walls and even body of com­
muter buses. Enlightenment cam 
paigns appeared to have reached then* 
zenith. Mr. Tony Iredia, the Pumic
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where. When Citizen called at the of-

I

are seen queuing up for one candidate.

-

s

Observers point at many unsettled

between

Citlzen.December 3,1990

i
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from one of the surrounding villages 
that have sworn to see anybody from 
Suleja town fail, irrespective of 
whether or not he belongs to their own

By Bilkisu Yusuf, Tawey Zakka, 
Abu Momoh, Rabiu Barde, 

Ike Okonta, Samson Ojo and 
Nkechi Attoh. J

enment campaign has been quite effec­
tive because the people are aware of

Asked to assess the strength of the 
parties, Hamisu declined. "We are 
public officers who in addition are 
members of a transition committee; it 
will be unethical to assess the parties.

In short, the reality is that traditional rulers have been dis­
enfranchised by the open ballot system. 

-----was reported to be the port at which 
between Nasir Abdullahi Wachiko th(? a|jens are brought in. The were 
andMusa AdamuMaikunkeleisstilla warnK| to stop in their own interest,
court matter. There have also been ------ - ■ - - - • •
reports of decamping from both par- 
ties.
In some other ways, the SDP has a 

point for not being despondent. There

ister was carried out. People should
op- wards and "we are working 24 hours 

to ensure that victory is ours." 
-y. n Niger state, it is increasingly dif- 
J|_ ficult to say which of the two par- 

build-up of the parties and the popu­
larity of the contestants to the chair­
manship post, especially, would give 
the picture of a battle that is going to be 
long-drawn and hotly contested.

The Suleja local government chair­
manship tussle could be the keenest. 
While the NRC seems the stronger, the 
SDP candidate here, Ibrahim Dikko

Local Government described this as a 
mark of the party's commitment to 
giving capable women encourage 
ment.
At the NRC secretariat along Daura 

Road the NRC mutunci handbills and 
spot colour posters were seencyety_

Alhaji Abubakar Koko is said to be 
adopting a "one-man show" in run-

. Others accuse him of 
capitalising on the inexperience and 
financial weakness of the executive 
members to dictates the tune.

The personality clash stems from the 
differences between the former PFand 
PSP members of the SDP. The belief is 
that Arzika still fumes over the role of 
Sokoto State SDP in his defeat by 
Babagana Kingibe.

And just last week, to underline 
some level of seriousness in the elec­
tions, NEC National Secretary, Alhaji 
Abubakar Aliyu, on a visit to Sokoto 
disclosed that some unnamed politi­
cians have been involved in bringing 
into the state aliens to vote during the 
elections. Bagudo local government 
was reported to be the port at which 
the aliens are brought in. The were

eral level. Alhaji Ibrahim said that"
many people complained that they fice“the state chai^ia^oTthe'^rty 
had misplaced their cards. There was Alhaji Hassan Mashi was presiding 
a review of voters register when 
Katsina State was created and another 
review which was done nationwide 
took place between September and NRC Alhaji Sani Bature said that the

. „ tmov-
ing from one local government to the

are other reasons to suggest that they 
have a chance. To start with, there have 
been reports of in-fighting and disaf­
fection within the fold of the NRC. This 
came to the fore during the party's 
primaries to select candidates. Many 
believe that there are some candidates 
that are considered favourites of those 
in authority. This was allegedly one of 
the main reasons for a fracas at Gusau 
during the primaries. An electoral offi­
cer was hospitalised and many re­
ceived minor injuries. In this event — 

ties is stronger. A quick look at the observer said that tempers are yet to
subside and this may see the SDP reap­
ing a fat harvest.

However, NRC Sokoto State chair­
man, Alhaji Muhammed Bello Alkali, 
said that there is a division in the party, 
adding that their only concern now is 
the local governments' campaigns. 
"We are moving on smoothly. No 
hitches," he said.

The SDP also has it's own internal 
problems. Some believe that the party 
would have posed a bigger challenge 
but for their autocratic leadership and 
the personality conflict between the 
defeated national aspirant to the lead­
ership of the SDP, Alhaji Muham- 
madu Arzika and the state chairman, —. vjQLtm, tiauuou   — — wneinerurnuilicuciuiigaiviiicu writ ..

except for these problems, the enlight- party. In short, voting may not be 7,!“? .u ■ v
. along party lines Alhan Abubakar Koko is said to be

me ------------- 1 When Citizen sought the views of - -
the elections and intend to participate. jqpc state chairman on the allega- 

tion of some members of his party rar" ’ ""
having a soft spot for the other party's 
candidate, Alhaji Abubakar Moham­
med Basso, said that "the NRC in the 

___  . state is one and that there is no divi-
In Bakori Local government, the SDP sion."

is fielding a woman for the post of Observers point at many unsettled 
chairman. A former television broad- issuesintheNRC,thatmayliketyopen 
caster with NTA, Kaduna, Hajiya up after the December 8, elections. 
Mariya Abdullahi is the only female ThcysaysomeofsuchcasesintheSDP 
candidate for chairmanship. Alhaji have ten settled amicably unlike in 
Lawai Kuli, SDP chairman, Katsina the nrc where, for instance, the case

Alhaji Hassan Mashi was presiding 
over a meeting in the accountant's 
office.

The state secretary of the party of the

October when a display of voters reg- party's campaign train has been 

have availed themselves of these < 
portunities to obtain another card.'

Another problem concerns the open 
ballot system to be adopted by NEC. 
While the commission has done its 
best to allay people's fears about its 
workability, the committee will sug­
gest that NEC should limit its usage to 
local government elections only. "As 
someone who has just returned from 
the field, the consensus of opinion 
collated by us suggest this."

"In addition some traditional rulers 
said they will not vote because it tulluluulk. 
would not augur well for peace if they stands a good chance of win-
areseenqueuingupforonecandidate. ning_ if nol for anything but for being 
Their role as fathers of the people who from SuIcja metropolis. The
aresupposedtobeneutralwillbejeop- candidate, Mr Abel Sunday, is
ardised," Hamisu said. In short, the ,---------- ..«--------------n---- ai-----
reality is that traditional rulers have 
been disenfranchised by the open bal­
lot system. Hamisu observed that
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void.

cupancy was conveyed to then Cap­
tain Ibrahim via a letter No. NCL/ 
7431 /38 dated December 2,1987 even 
though the sale was made in 1988. finding based not on the case formu- 

 _t on an imagi­
nary case formulated by the trial judge 
on his own accord/

Dr Mohammed's lawyers contended 
that Major Ibrahim's title which 
predicated on f

Dr. Mohammed, in his final submis­
sion insisted that his certificate was 
valid and subsisting and that he had 
paid up to date his ground rent and 
also that the reference to the revoca-

not complied with. Besides, if the 
wame piece of land had been revoked 
and a new certificate issued, it then 
meant that the previous one, which Dr. 
Mohammed had ceased to exist.

His lawyers also argued that a mere 
production of a Certificate of Occu­
pancy does not ipso facto confer title on 
Dr. Mohammed and that in circum­
stances where there is a dispute re­
garding competing titles, the question 
to ask is not who first obtained the 
documents title, but who has a better 
title? Therefore in deciding the case, 
the lawyers told Mr. Justice Hansine 
Donli, to have it clear in her mind that 
Major Ibrahim held all the ingredients 
of a good title. What was more, the 
lawyers observed that "equity only 
comes in aid of the vigilant and dili­
gent but has no room for the 
lazy,indolent land speculator who 
stood by and did nothing to a piece of 
land purportedly allocated to him in 
1977.The possession of land means the 
occupation or physical control of it

By Muhammad Bo mm

claim that he was granted the right of 
occupancy over the land on April 
9,1976, when the the layout plan from 
which the plots werederived wasonly

in 'u‘y »77- Thus Major
Ibrahim s root of title s—- •
that predated the ^7^ was 
mere fabrications concocted for the

to-- «- 3=235=5

22__________________
was erecting was nearly completed.

Dr.Mohammed subsequently took 
the major and Hajiya Baha jatu to court 
seeking (a) a declaration that the plot 
belonged to him,(b) that 20,000 Naira 
be paid to him by the two for trespass 
and (c) a perpetual injunction restrain­
ing the two from "committing further 
acts of trespass."

Major Ibrahim, in his defence, held 
that one Alhaji Mohammed Adam, 
and not Dr. Mohammed owned the 
plot vide a letter of grant reference 
number NCL/743/4 dated April 
5,1976 signed by A.B.U Tinau.He also 
said that Alhaji Mohammed paid the 
right of occupancy rents between that 
date and December 30, 1986 totalling 
2,703.41 Naira and was issued a Cer­
tificate of Occupancy No. NC 9780.

. K I 11 he army officer also stated in
N his defence that Alhaji Moham- 

-H- med subsequently assigned his either personal or through an agent." 
right of occupancy to then Captain -------* . .. ~ . .
Shehu for"a consideration of 500,000 
Naira vide a Union Bank of Nigeria 
Limited bank draft No. 363564/ 
43351752 dated March 16,1988. The 
approval of assignment of right of oc- lion of the plot should bi i^oi^dbZ- parceVof 'land' measuring''apProxi’ 
rnnanrv war mnvpvpd to then Cao- cause no such case had been set up ' J ‘‘

against him.The court should there­
fore not fall into the error of 'making a

He also said that he paid a stamp lated by the parties, but on an imari- 
duty of 15,002.50 Naira and registra- narycasefomulatedbythetrialjudge O hefurtherawardeddamagesof
tion fee of 7,500 Naira. However, on on his own accord.' VX 5 qqq Naira against Hajiya Ba-
March 23, 1988, the then governor of Dr Mohammed's lawyers contended Cj h'ajatu Katsina for trespass and
Kaduna state revoked the Cemficate that Major Ibrahim's title which was 10,000Naira against Major Ibrahim for
ofOccupancy ind1spute-No.NC9780 predicated on the title of Alhaji Mo- the "act of entering on the said land
but that on the same instrument, heap- hammed Adamwasrepletewithfalse- and granted a perpetual injunction re-
P™V± CJT" nn °' contradi«fons One such straining the mapr and Hajiya Ba-
NC17086 ,n the nameof the assignee exampkt was Alhaji Mohammed's hajatu, their agents, servants from
for the resfoueof theunexpued tennof datm that he was granted the right of committing further acts of trespass on
the former Certificate of Occupancy occupancy over the land on April the land

'piece/parcel of land or any part of it purpose of the trial. ,h° A Xinthtecase.
and hold and enjoy the land as if its The lawyers made the point that This mo ^i/.t^rEaiiHful mansion
certificate had not been granted if the where there is a valid and subsist^ th means that thebcau
yearly rent or any part of it remains in Certificate of Occupancy over a parcel on ™Dr Mohammed'without his
arrears of three years a s.tuation o land the superimposition of an- having ™nt a KobTfo building it-
which he said, Dr. Mohammed had pjher sjfosequent one is null and void. ® Bv Muhammad Bomoi

___________ NIGERIA
Even when a person has only an equi­
table interest in land be it under cus­
tomary law or under an agreement 
without conveyance, his right to own­
ership cannot be defeated by a subse­
quent holder of a legal estate in law.

To show the "clandestine nature of 
the entry of Major Ibrahim, the occu­
pier of the adjoining plot, Hajiya Ba- 
hajatu, did not even know him. In de- 
fianceofthe rights of occupancy of Dr. 
Mohammed, the major, lenowing the 
true ownership of the plot, and disre­
garding an order of the court, built his 
house" in an attempt to present a fait 
accompli. This action, the lawyers 
claimed, "may have been informed by 
the major's assumed privileged posi­
tion, but the courts exist to stand be­
tween the mighty and the rights of law 
abiding citizens."

The lawyers submitted before Mr. 
Justice Donli that her court should en­
ter judgment for Dr. Mohammed be­
cause his title to the land had been well 
established.

In her judgment, delivered at the 
Kaduna High Court Six, Lugard Halt 
Kaduna, on November 23,1990,Mr. 
Justice H. N. Donli, declared that Dr- 
Junaid Mohammed "is entitled to the 
right of occupancy in and over all that

mately 0.688 of an acre situated at plQt 
7."
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priately-priced credit, technology and

The government should also intro-

agriculture and the livestock sectors

credit market.Thus, commercial banks

i

a

group approach to credit procurement 
be"vigorously pursued" to enhance

are also convinced inc. ... .of the need for government to establish

ment.
Turning to livestock production 

itself,the conference identified lack of 
nutrition, diseases,marketing prob-

sued while proven technology on 
small ruminant management systems 
be extensively disseminated, a "live-

development of the sector, the pau..
• institutional 

for a phased

Citizen, December 3,1990

we face the 1990s.
When the conference,organised by 

the Nigerian Institute of Social and 
Economic Research,Ibadan and the 
Federal Department of Livestock and but that many livestock agencies 
Pest Control Services closed, partici- unnecessary duplications, 
pants came to the grave conclusion m

I
the state of the economy vis-a- ,

ill

be encouraged to strengthen their 
agricultural divisions,state agricul- '1IIIoperations,a much bigger financial opment fully set up with fish ponds, 
allocation to the sector and that the rice farms and agro-forestry tech- 
a* • — ->-•*---------—niques be developed to ensure sustain­

able livestock production.
On nutrition^ most topical issue 

given t
vis the general welfare of citizens,the 
participants observed that despite

Tp\] or tnree aays m November — transfer of functions from federal to ning purposes,but as a deliberate ef-
M 19th to 22nd - most of those state and to the local governments, fort to identify,document and utilise

who should know about our This would prevent a vacuum in the local knowledge in livestock develop-
livestock industry and whether or not implementation of "critical livestock ------
we are doing well in that sector gath- projects" especially in the areas of 
ered i n Kaduna to focus on the various veterinary services^bbatoir develop- 
aspects of livestock development as ment and operations of control posts. o r

‘,oon“ The participants observed that the lems, high input costs,lack of appro-
current constitutional arrangement priately-priced credit, technology and 
among the three tiers of government shortage of seed stocks of’good ge- 
would not only hinder development ’ “netic potentials."

Genetic improvement of "economi­
cally important traits of indigenous 
breeds of cattle and small ruminants" 

that certain "macro-policies" -without duce concessionary interest rates for the conference insists, should be pur- 
actually naming SAP- had tended to ------- / —t'”’' —*— “ ---------- * ’ *
have adverse impact on livestock de- until they can compete for loans in the 
velopment. credit market.Thus, commercial banks

stock show" and the development of 
a nuunu.oA - « breeders' associations be organised 
tund development agencies bemade nationally on regular basis and that 
to include livestock projects in their special projects on water fowl devcl- 

. -k k;error finanrinl nnmont ftillv set uo with fish DOnds.
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Us SAF encouraging protein deficiency?
Opinion leaders in the livestock industry are not satisfied with efforts being 
made towards the development of the industry.

or three days in November—
19th to 22nd - most of those
who should know about our

These,according to the numerous 
experts at hand,include interest rate 
deregulation,commodity marketing 
and pricing and"institutional arrange­
ments for the execution of livestock 
projects."To counter the likely effects of these 
policies and to remove what they ijVCStock production, 
sidered a serious impediment on e participants are
Jot/nlnnmnnf nf frhp SPCtOT, the pa 1 __ a

pants suggested a coni 
amendment to allow f—

a i:y^tock data bank not only for plan-
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Take the decline of livestock production. It has been on 
the decline for years, yet no concerted effort had been 
made to stem the tide other than the yearly conferences 
and seminars governments sponsor to humour those 
who think they have the expertise.

NIGERIA

government efforts,nutntion remains 
a major problem. Another area which 
persistently retards livestock develop­
ment is the incidence of diseases which 
ravage herds and flocks with the effect 
of production losses and overall de­
clines.

The conference recommended mas­
sive monitoring and vaccination of

those who think they have the exper­
tise.

The other issue is that of diseases. 
Take the incidence of rinderpest, t 
devastated our livestock popula^on 
beyond what government can imme­
diately do.What did we; do beyon 
circulating tired documents about 
how to deal with the problem when it 
was already on our doorsteps- 
Clearly, there is a crying national need 

rapid development and harmonisa

>ur c#»- 
zens dying from lack of nutrition. .

that there should be 
creased many- ■ - 
stock extension,a func­
tional technology for iive_ 
stock farmers which ex­
tension workers are ca­
pable of managing well 

farTners,efforts

tile
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should be made to ensure job 
satisfaction,tools for extension work­
ers and inputs to farmers and research 
efforts. Research efforts, henceforth, 
the conference advised be channelled 
through the nomadic education pro­
gramme to assist the livestock farmers 
adopt some improvement efforts from 
the sector.

Everything from the conference 
sounded well and perfect,but the 

. , r— problem is not that of shortage of 
rung and implementation, ideas. Most Nigerians in other sectors

_„1- of our national life are aware of their 
the suggestion particular problems,but adequate care
imment evolve ond cTiz-xxa? ■ i to see

through most of our development ef- 
_ .1 X!_ — lliroctOCk

producers, the focus being production. It has been on the decline
on availability of credit for years, yet no concerted effort had 
.marketing and pricing been made to stem the tide other than 
po icies, proper land ten- the yearly conferences and seminars 
ure arrangement, mone- governments sponsor to humour 
tary and fiscal policies that.........................- - ’ ---------
would enhance produc­
tion, and institution of 
dairy extension services.

The participants ob­
served that livestockfarm­
ers have not been deriving 
much benefit from re­
search efforts in the live­
stock sector and advised 

ipowerinlive- for concerted effort to bring about

tion of effort in the livesto" 
sector,unless we wish to see ou. —

, w Will idlis. ui nun.”—•
By Muhammad Bomoi.

cattle against such deadly diseases as 
rinderpest,cattle pleuropneumonia, 
controls of ruminant diseases, gastro­
intestinal parasite and hemoparasitic, 
enforcement of animal health legisla­
tion, establishment of compensation 
funds for disease control the revitalisa­
tion of recovery scheme for pregnant 
animals and giving a greater involve­

ment of livestock produc­
ers or their representatives 
in livestock project plan- 
ninaanH

Perhaps far more seri­
ous, was tv _ ' 
that government evolve and commitment is never shown to see
efficient and consistent through most of our development ef- 
polides to encourage local forts. Take the decline of livestock

no concerted effort had
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Liberia:

oft M?

By Muhammad Bomoi

1-.

It seems the eleven months old war in Liberia has 
come to an end.

Host President Mousa Traore

cease-fire agreement and the long and 
difficult path to peace. After much 
bloodshed and the trauma of violent 
displacement,Liberians certainly de­
serve a break. It behoves all therefore 
to work hard in enduring that not only 
the ceasefire endures but peace is re­
stored.

started the war and with most of the 
country under him, if even tenuously, 
Taylor is not about to give up on his 
ambitions without a flight, neither 
will his backers even in the commu­
nity.

This will perhaps explain Taylor's 
bellicose attitude even at the Bamako 
summit. Many regard such an attitude 
as a mere bargaining position consid­
ering the fact that he cannot match the 
fire of ECOMOG.

Much will now depend on the good­
will and the sincerity of all the parties, 
including ECOWAS in handling the

called for an extra-ordinary meeting of 
ECOWAS, but it was aborted by Nige­
ria and other member states on the 
grounds of procedural irregularity.

The ECOWAS charter clearly pro­
vides that such summits can only be 
convened when two-thirds of the 
member states agree to it and a 
month's notice had been given - none 
of which was met by Cote'd'Ivoire.

With the cease-fire agreement in 
place, the next few weeks will be ex­
tremely delicate given the fact that it is 
not yet clear what will happen to in­
terim government installed in Liberia 
by ECOWAS.

At the inauguration of the 
government two days ago, 
Professor Amos Sawyer, a 
lawyer and leader of the now 
dead Liberia Action Party, 
promised to lay a solid foun­
dation for a new political, 
social and economic order. He 
called for support from all Li­
berians, without whom, he 
said, the task will be made 
difficult. He also promised 
that the general elections 
scheduled for 1991 will be free 
and fair and will be super­
vised by internatiional ob­
servers.

Charles Taylor, not unex­
pectedly, has not only rejected 
these calls and promises and 
an invitation to serve in the 
interim government as a 
speaker,but had said he did not recog­
nise the interim government. He im­
pliedly therefore still regards himself 
as an interim president.

The ECOWAS clearly assumes that 
securing the ceasefire agreement sig- 
Ss the unconditional acceptance of 
all parties to the dispute of the legality 
of rheinterim govern mentjfavnng^

II
■ i

I
I j! II

ost of the parties to the dis­
putein the nearly one year- 
old bitter conflict had little 

choice but to sign a peace accord. 
Samuel Doe, whose actions or lack of 
them Charles Taylor, leader of main 
rebel group, National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia, NPFL, insists pushed him to 
start the war, is dead.

Prince Yormie Johnson, leader of the 
breakaway Independent National Pa­
triotic Front of Liberia and the re­
manants of the Liberian army made 
their peace with ECOMOG a long time 
ago. Charles Taylor, despite a belated 
rally, was beaten into submission by 
the ECOMOG forces.

It was hardly a surprise therefore 
when it was announced in Bamako, 
Mali, Wednesday that the warring fac­
tions had accepted an immediatecease 
fire. It was signed by Taylor, Johnson 
and the head of what is left of the Libe­
rian army,Major-General Hezekiah 
Bowen.
The ceasefire agreement came at the 

end of the extra ordinary summit of 
ECOWAS heads of state and govern­
ments. It is expected that the cease-fire 
would start the process of law, order 
and stability in Liberia.

The Bamako summit had set out to 
achieve three objectives—the restora­
tion of peace, a cease fire agreement by 
all the factions — especially Taylor s 
and the need to accept a negotiated 
resolution of the conflict.

The most significant aspect of the 
summit perhaps was the appearance 
°f Charles Taylor. His heavily armed 
faction had shunned past attempts to 
enforce a ceasefire and thus slowed 
down the peace process. Also impor­
tant was the appearance of the Franco­
phone African states at the summit. 
Cote' d'Ivoire, one of the three strong 

hackers of Taylor had lasjjngnth.
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Kenya:

On© system in th© n©©se
Old war horse Oginga Odinga leads the pack for the political 
pluralisation of Kenya.

Arap Moi: Opposed to Pluralisation 

enya may soon have the 
multi-party democracy it is 
strongly resisting. Oginga 

Odinga, who was Jomo Kenyatta's 
deputy from 1963 to 1966 would be 
defying the country's 1982 amended 
constitution which provides for the ex­
istence of only one party in the system 
to establish his own political party.

Odinga, who has over the years be­
come a thom in the flesh of President 
Daniel Arap Moi and his Kenya Afri­
can National Union (KANU), is, along 
with his supporters, unequivocal 
about launching a political party that 
will safe-guard democracy in Kenya. 
Odinga, the leader of the Kenya 
Peoples Union (KPU) banned in 1966 
by Jomo Kenyatta, the then president, 
gave no hint about when his party 
would be launched, and what it is to be 
called. He had earlier extensively 
criticised KANU's schemed political 
reforms just as he lashed out on the 
president forout la wing democracy by 
clamping on debate and dissent, the 
spine of legitimate democracy.

Odinga's refusal to reckon with 
KANU's intention to preserve the one 
party system indefinitely is being 
matched by government's perception 
of his moves and latest pronounce-

marked the apex of this year's loud 
clamours for a multi-party system.

At this period too, as politicians, 
students, intellectuals, lawyers, etc. 
pressured government to institute 
some political reforms, government 
conceded the need for a political 
change. It argued that Kenya's ability 
to eschew tribalism in politics is proof 
of the nation's political maturity. 
However, the president and KANU 
have since reversed their opinions. 
Kenya, they now envisage, would 
need five decades or more to attain and 
thus, afford a multi-party democracy, 
because, they explained, Kenyans are 
tribalistic and therefore, politically 
immature.

For those like Kenneth Matiba and 
Charles Rubia, convinced that Kenya 
has come of age and should transit to a 
multi-party system, President Moi 
who has governed since August 22, 
1978 would not grant the licence to 
introduce political parties. Matiba is in 
detention for his pro-democracy ideas. 
Also in detention is Odinga's son, 
Raila Odinga, one of the country s 
leading anti-one party activists. While 
President Moi leans on the assump­
tion that a multi-party rule woul 
cause ethnic adversaries, he has co 
lided with fellow civilians and the 
military. In August 1982, after a foil 
military coup, Moi disbanded Kenya - 
Air force which he accused of plotting 
the coup, and directed that a new force 
be carved out from the scratch.

The protests in July in which 20 01 
more persons were killed were sue 
ceeded by nation wide meetings he c 
by KANU in September to sanctior 
public grievances and opinions, 
now, Odinga the celebrated author 
the book. Not yet Uhuru, strictly cn 
cal of post-independence ^en^a'i 
propelling Kenya towards some py 
litical reform; a political vicissitu • 
president Arap Moi and KANU sup 
porters find absolutely in bad taste. 
___ _____________By Delia jjzejgg

—__________ _ 3.199<

ment as confrontational. In this light, 
the most blatant response to his decla­
rations seems to have been made by 
KANU Director of Public Relations, 
J.K. Chuma, who on Friday said that 
"it is highly ridiculous, provocative 
and full of malice..." to ignore consti­
tuted regulations, and initiate a novel 
political party in Kenya.

But developments in Kenya in recent 
times have, nonetheless, set in motion 
the renewed obstinacy in politicians 
like the 76 year old Odinga whois hell­
bent on seeing political change en­
forced. Demands for a multi-party 
system took a very violent turn early in 
the year with repeated public protests. 
Kenya which has operated a one-party 
democracy since its independence is 
growing more dictatorial. It has 
known all forms of political intimida­
tion of pro-democracy advocates. 
Under Jomo Kenyatta, the country's 
first president, dissenters like Josiah 
Mwangi, Tom Mboya, Kingu Kar- 
umba, Pio Gama Pinto, to name a few, 
were silenced forever for being defi- 
ants to the status quo.

The latest in the series of mysterious 
murders of political luminaries is that 
of Bishop Alexander Kipsang Muge 
who was threatened with death by the 
Labour Minister, Peter Okondo, three 
days before he was murdered. 
Okondo has since resigned his ap­
pointment. Before Muge's death, in 
January this year, Kenya's Foreign 
Minister, Robert Ouko had been bru­
tally slain in his farm. Ouko's death 
tossed government's reputation in the 
mud and a Scotland Yard investiga­
tion into the incident was carried out. 
For some inexplicable reasons, the 
report, till date, has not been published 
and Moi's administration, has, so far, 
given no indication of any intent to 
publish it. Bishop Muge's death in 
August further blemished govern­
ment's image. This is all the more so 
because it followed the July vehement 
demonstrations that seemed to have
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South Africa

A boost to anti-apartheid struggle

gotiations for a non-racial constitution.

hl
mill I i n nwi

i.

I

I

establishing a multi-racial Constitu­
ent Assembly, a new constitution, 
and an interim government to su­
perintend efforts to end apartheid. 
His meeting with the president on 
Tuesday, however, does not seem to 
have achieved the desired results. 
No concrete agreements were re­
ported as having been reached by 
both parties. A statement from Pre­
toria only stated that the South Afri­
can president reiterated his commit­
ment to peaceful negotiations be­
tween the minority government and 
anti-apartheid movements. The 
report added that areas of concern 
were outlined as well as areas in 
urgent need of attention.

De Klerk, on his part, noted dur-

Nelson Mandela and the African National Congress, (ANC), have recorded a remarkable 
headway in the call to all black movements in South Africa to rally round the on-going ne-

was regarded as the major impedi­
ment to significant progress in 
black-white negotiations, that is, the 
failure to incorporate Chief Buthe- 
lezi and his Inkatha movement in 
the negotiating process now seems 
blotted out. The ANC deputy presi­
dent had sought and talked with 
Buthelezi last month, although no 
definite compromise was reached. 
Meanwhile, more talks are to be 
held between Nelson Mandela and 
President de Klerk in order to 
straighten out similar issues for 
which they met on Tuesday.

By Delia Nzelcwu.

A statement from Pretoria only stated that the South Af­
rican president reiterated his commitment to peaceful 
negotiations between the minority government and 
anti-apartheid movements. The report added that areas 
of concern were outlined as well as areas in urgent need 
of attention.____________
ing last week's rendezvouz that 
peaceful negotiations were being 
thwarted by the factional violence 
among blacks which has claimed 
over a thousand lives this year. He 
pointed out the need for close com­
munication between political 
leaders of divergent groups. Man­
dela, irked by the partial role of the 
South African police in quelling 
violence in black townships, had 
threatened to take up arms again 
and pull his anti-apartheid move­
ment out of the current talks with 
the racist government if the presi­
dent does not intervene to stop the 
-brutal killing' of blacks by the po-

™ he Pan Africanist Congress 
(PAC) indicated on Sun- 
day, its readiness to coop­

erate with its traditional rival, the 
ANC, in the bid to establish a multi­
racial democracy in South-Africa.

In a response to Dr. Mandela's call 
on the Pretoria government to set up 
a Constituent Assembly which 
would draft a new constitution for 
the state, PAC's acting president, 
Clarence Makwetu told a summit of 
the 18 nation preferential trade area 
of Eastern and Southern Africa, that 
he is willing to work towards form­
ing a united anti-apartheid front 
that would handle President F.W. 
de Klerk's reform programmes. 
PAC which had previously rejected 
talks with the South African govern­
ment on racism in the enclave de­
clared its support for a Constituent 
Assembly, adding that these moves 
are a clear signal for a closer rela­
tionship between it and the ANC 
which seems to be improving. As a 
virile anti-apartheid movement, 
PAC's ideas of the means of termi­
nating apartheid in South Africa 
have not always been at par with the 
ANC's. It was for this reason it split 
from the ANC in the first place.

Included in areas of contention 
between the ANC and PAC are the 
latter's refusal to acknowledge 
whites who are against apartheid. 
For PAC, the struggle, being purely 
a racist one, simply classifies all 
whites as enemies. It would also not 
abandon the use of arms in the 
stnjggle for the freedom of blacks in 
South Africa.

Mandela had told an African 
summit at the weekend that he in­
tended to discuss the prospects of

lice.
While calling on the government 

to redress the imbalanced situation, 
Mandela, two weeks ago, stepped 
up efforts to determine the prepara­
tion of a new constitution when he 
called on all existing political parties 
and interest groups, with no excep­
tion, to come to the negotiation table 
and present their views and propos­
als on the political future of a post­
apartheid South Africa. He had 
suggested a referendum in which 
whites could also articulate their 
views before a general election to 
usher in a non-racist government.

Mandela, by this call, grounded 
his acceptance of the importance of 
all political/tribal factions. What
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Major New British PM

1

!!

V7 Y? V hen 374 Conservative MP7s 
vfv/ huddled into the House of 
u V Common's Committee

Room 14 last Tuesday to elect a succes­
sor to the departing Mrs. Thatcher, 
there was no certainty as to who the 
final victor would be. But when the 
results were announced that evening, 
they showed that Chancellor of the Ex­
chequer John Major, once thought to 
be the underdog, had obtained 185 
votes, only two votes short of outright 
victory. Under the rules, Conservative 
MP's were to go through a third round 
of preferential voting last Thursday, in 
which they would indicate their first, 
second and third choices among the 
three candidates. This cumbersome 
procedure would have broken the 
impasse, but it turned out to be unnec­
essary. Within minutes of the results 
being announced, former Defence 
Secretary Michael Heseltine, who got 
131 votes, and Foreign Secretary 
Douglas Hurd, who had 56 votes con­
ceded victory to Mr. Major.
The following day, the embattled Mrs 

Thatcher formally resigned as Prime 
Minister, and Queen Elizabeth in­
vested Mr. Major in her place, thus 
completing a meteoric rise. At 47, John 
Major is the youngest British Prime 
Minister this century and has been a

asking for an early meeting. The US 
President is clearly concerned to main­
tain the creaky front against Saddam 
in the Gulf crisis. Japanese Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu said he hoped 
Mr. Major will recognise the value of 
British-Nippon relations and "con- 
tinue the policies of Mrs Thatcher. 
European leaders, however, want 
nothing of the sort. Easily recalling 
that the Iron Lady's hostile attitude to 
Europe brought her downfall/ they 
called for greater British co-operation 
in matters such as a European central 
bank, common currency and eco­
nomic integration.
In Britain itself, many Conservatives 

wished that Mr. Major's election Will 
reun ite the party after the politically 
divisive last few years of Mrs 
Thatcher's leadership. Conservative 
party chairman Kenneth Baker sai e 
was glad the leadership contest w 
over and he expected the party to no 
heal its wounds. The opposition 
bour party, however, was not eager 0 
such an outcome. Although Mr- 
Kinnock crossed the floor of the co 
mons to congratulate Mr. Major, ms 
party quickly called for an early ge 
eral election to determine who 
electorate really wants as the co tin tty- 
Prime Minister. While Labour nof** 
to capitalise upon its lead in the op* 
ion polls, the new Prime Minister 
not have to call elections before 
when the Conservatives' 5-year ma 
date runs out.

The Liberal Democrats were a 
cynical. Party leader Teddy ^st”\eRrjt 
the Conservatives have plunged . 
ain into a recession and have mes 
up with poll taxes and the row o 
Europe. All that can be said at 
present time is that after John 
major victory, there are still 
major problems awaiting his a 
tion.

By MahmudJ^
----------------------------------- inn
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Britain:
A major win for Major
Recalled from Nigeria after a motor accident, John Major is 
now Britain's youngest Prime Minister this century.

member of the cabinet for only three 
years and an MP for only eleven years. 
His sharp rise to political power at­
tained "great leap forward" propor­
tions last year when Mrs. Thatcher 
reshuffled her cabinet and promoted 
Major to the post of Foreign Secretary 
to succeed Sir Geoffrey Howe. Only 
weeks later, following the sudden res­
ignation of Sir Nigel Lawson, the Iron 
Lady again moved Mr. Major to be- 
comeChancellorofthe Exchequer. Mr. 
Major thereby came to be jegarded as 
Mrs Thatcheri s chosen successor, most 
probably because of his hardline 
views on financial matters, although 
his position on social issues is rela­
tively liberal.

By the standards of Britain's exclu­
sive Oxbridge establishment, Mr. 
Major7s background was very humble 
and he never acquired a University 
degree. Bom in London, he left school 
at the age of 16 and began a string of 
odd jobs. His application to be a bus 
conductor was rejected, and the future 
Prime Minister instead became a cir­
cus trapeze artist and an ardent crick­
eter. He later joined the Standard 
Chartered Bank and was posted to 
Nigeria in 1967, from where he was 
recalled only after losing a knee cap in 
a major motor accident. Mr. Major 
subsequently entered Conservative 
party politics as a London borough 
councillor and was elected to the 
House of Commons in his party's 
landslide of 1979, which brought Mrs 
Thatcher to power. Today, eleven 
years later, Mr. Major is the leader of 
his party and Prime Minister of Brit­
ain. He is also the First Lord of the 
Treasury, and has moved into No 10 
Downing street from No. llz of the 
same street, where he previously was.

Britain's allies welcomed the rise of 
John Major. President George Bush 
flying home from Mexico, spoke to Mr 
Major from his plane. Airforce One
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Nationalists of Taiwan.Although President Bush has now 
got the kind of UN mandate President 
Harry Truman got in 1950, he may not 
go to war as easily. Some members of 
the US Congress commented soon af' 
ter the resolution was passed that Mr- 
Bush must seek another resolution, 
this time, from the US Congress under 
the War Powers Act of 1973, authoris­
ing him to send American troops to 
war. The president is highly reluctant 
to do this, but he may have no choice, 
the US Congress appears to be less 
eager for a war than the UN Security 
Council is.

By M3hn,ud

Gulf:
A terget doite for weir
The UN security council authorises war to liberate 
Kuwait, but can the Americans do it?
T\ ZTr‘ James Baker was ecstatic. 
I\\ / After weeks of painstaking 
1 V ) I diplomatic effort involving 
much travel by President George Bush 
and the secretary of state, the Ameri­
cans have finally got what they want: a 
resolution of the United Nations secu­
rity council authorising war to force 
the Iraqi army out of Kuwait after 
January 15, 1991. With Mr. Baker 
himself in the chair, foreign ministers 
of the 15- member security council, 
five of them permanent, debated all 
day through the draft Resolution 678- 
1990. When it was finally put to vote, 
12 members voted in favour, Yemen 
and Cuba voted against, and the 
People's Republic of China abstained.

President George Bush immediately 
said the passing of Resolution 678 will 
send a "powerful signal" to the Iraqis 
that they must pull out of Kuwait or 
face a war. This signal may however, 
be blunted somewhat by the Chinese 
abstention. Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen, who was personally present, 
said China found it "unacceptable" to 
authorise war in the Gulf, since it will 
"cause much suffering". The Chinese 
Minister also said the abstention was 
"consistent" with China's policy of 
promoting a peaceful resolution of the 
crisis in the Gulf. Nevertheless, US 
Secretary of State James Baker said he 
was "disappointed" by China's ab­
stention; it was probably his painstak­
ing diplomacy that prevented a Chi­
nese veto of the resolution

British Foreign Secretary Douglas 
Hurd, reappointed to his post only the 
day before by Prime Minister John 
Major, said it was time for Iraqi Presi- 
dcnt Saddam Hussein to realise that 
the military option in the Gulf was "a 
reality and not a bluff", and to use this 
occassion to make peace, "the keys to 
which are in his hands". Also speak­
ing after the vote, Soviet Foreign Min­
ister Edward Shevamadze, who voted 
for the resolution, said the Soviet Un­
ion will nevertheless exploit its con­
tacts with the Iraqis to see if war can be 
avoided in the Gulf. Mr. Shevarnadze 
also said his country will not send

solution.
The passing of Resolution 678 was 

another watershed in recent UN his­
tory. It is only the second time in the 
organisation's 45-year history that it 
has authorised war against a member 
state. The first occasion was in 1950, 
when North Korean troops pushed 
beyond the 38th Parallel into South 
Korea. At the time, the Security Coun­
cil was only able to pass the resolution, 
which led to the 3-year Korean war, 
because the Soviets boycotted the ses­
sion and China's scat was held by the 

________________ _ ___________ _____ —i

Iraq, since "the memories of Czecho­
slovakia and Afghanistan are too fresh 
in our minds". The exiled Foreign 
Minister of Kuwait also welcomed the 
Security council resolution, saying it 
provided "a ray of hope" for his 
people.

The Iraqis, however, saw no ray of 
hope in the resolution. Their UN 
ambassador charged that the Security 
Council has become a "willing tool" in 
the hands of the United States. Presi­
dent Saddam Hussein went on Iraqi 
television to say that while he was still

Ambassador to Britain, Ghazi Al-Rayes releasing "free Kuvvai 
baloons in London before the UN resolution.

interested in peace, he will not bow to 
threats however great. He told the 
Iraqi people that while American mili­
tary power was considerable, it should 
not intimidate them, and they should 
fight "courageously" if attacked.

In the midst of the war talk, UN 
Secretary General Xavier Peres de 
Cuellar tried to sound a hopeful note 
of his own. Mr. de Cuellar said he 
would allow a "few days for reflec­
tion" and then contact Iraqi leaders to 
see if he can arrange a peaceful solu­
tion to the crisis before the expiration 
of the January 15 deadline. The secre­
tary general has tried before, without 

aiso miu . against much success, to arrange for a peacefultroops to participate in a____ o--------------------------------------------------
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your 11 years in government as a dis­
aster for Britain. They point to the

. Then came the last 
straw that broke the camel's back 
(not the cow's) when your follow 
conservative party member and for­
mer Defence Secretary Mr. Michael 
Heseltine challenged you. Your de­
tractors see it as the best way of put-

ticulate, self made woman, who has 
proved that "what a man can do, a 
woman can do even better". Unlike 
late Indira Gandhi of India you did

I

nally succeeded in getting you out of 
No. 10 Downing Street. Now they 
say Britain will be saved from the 

— "Thatcherism" on the people. Ac- face-saving gains of hypocritical 
cording to them, when ministers failed diplomacy, and unjust social poli­
te re-inforce your convictions you cies, the use of which you had always 

initiated and supported.
Madam, by now you must be won- 

j__. . I am neither
j iivi sitting with either 

group but I will offer a few words of 
defence on your behalf. Yourdetrac- 

’ ‘ i live in a big 
i not to behave like a 
a one-track mind. So

BILKISU YUSUF

!

Thafcher: A valedictory message
enough to give you yet another name 

. . the "old cow" simply because you re-
massive cuts in social welfare budget fused to resign when they thought 
which has worsened the plight of the they ought to try their hands at gov- 
poor. For this you earned the deroga- eming Britain. Then came the last 
tory name 'Thatcher the milk  -----lt-~*■ 1—----------
snatched. Now that you're gone they 
look forward to reforms in the hous­
ing, health, education and prisons

shadow of their former selves. Indeed,

carry the same inflex.ble ana an- 
time undiplomatic attitude to cabinet 
affairs thereby alienating 
ters Oneofthemwasforcedtoresign 
because he had had enough of your 
hXhty and authoritarian approach 
Xul Andano^^ch^ 

can not in any way be compared to 
Mrs. Corazon Aquino of Philippines 
who climbed on the ladder of politi­
cal success provided by her slain 
husband nor with Ms Benazir Bhutto 
°f Pakistan who inherited the legacy

another prime minister father. A
Peer's daughter, you began your Europe. At EEC
political career in your teens and rose ® . ou were always alone in 
throughtheranksoftheconservative » ourite posilion, alone against
party to occupy Britian's most ex- y . opposition to mone- 
alted post. You combined all these a :on. jn fact, you were known to
^ith the role of a good mother and . same inflexible and often

What else your supporters 
bonder can a woman ask for? To 
f hem you were a leader of principles, 
courage and deep conviction. You 
Were therefore affectionately re­
ferred to as the "Iron Lady."

Your detractors however describe

Dear Mrs. Thatcher
his is not exactly a fan mail 
because I have had cause to 
disagree with some of your which your policies had reduced to a 
policies when you were shadow of their former selves. Indeed,

prime minister. It is neither a hate they say you stepped on too many toes ting a humiliating end to your career.

received too many of those. Rather, policies like poll tax, Falkland war, 
this letter is to let you know what ’ ’ J lV *
yqur supporters and detractors are 
saying as you move out of No. 10 
Downing Street. Lets begin with the 
former who are delighted that 
whether or not you were hounded 
°utofoffice, the fact remains that you , , - , . . , -  • ,
Were Britain's first woman prime cuse you of subterfuge and refined denng where 1 stand,
minister and the longest serving in hypocrisy. Asoneofthebestfriendsof standing nor sitting
recent times. They refer to this record the racist regime in South Africa you
broking epoch as "double firsts". stood stubbornly against imposmon 
They dJLribeyou as a resolute, ar- of sanctions m South A nca. Theysay tors know hat you 

.. . .... that you stood for the false and perish- enough world not to
able idea of apartheid by opposing person with a ... 
economic sanctions which you said when you do they should bless you 
wouldhurtblacks.butyouwerequick for it. So what if you are obstinate 

.««= muira sandhi orj( inst, If sanctions and fiery to a fault? What utter fail-
nde on the popularity of a p were ineffective in South Africa why ures are they who bend to the will of 

mister father into office. And yo readily assume they would everybody. A leader leads not to be
workagainstlraq? Could it be'a case of loved but to be obeyed, notso? Then

first prime minister to be hounded 
out of office by her most intimate 
supporters. Well, there is no harm in 
breaking yet another record even if it 
borders on notoriety. Success cer­
tainly has its residual evils and you 
have tasted it. Madam please do not 
be petrified by your latest political 
misfortune and to silence your de­
tractors forever I plan to conduct an 
opinion poll on your achievements. I 
assure you that when the results are 
released, Heseltine, Kinnock, and 
others will be begging you to return 
to 10 Downing Street in style. Only 
then will they realise their folly and 
how indispensable you are to Britain.

did you readily assume they would

double standard? For this hypocrisy, they point to the fact that you are the 
Saddam Hussein of Iraq gave you ‘ 
another name — the old hag.

In the European Economic Commu­
nity, (EEC), your detractors say you 
constituted a stumbling block to a 
greater and united Europe. At 
° ... .,ou were always alone in

mail because I know you must have with the blind pursuit of unpopular They are happy that the strategy fi-

cabinet crisis and your authoritarian 
imposition of your policies and views

>rding to them, when ministers failed diplomacy, and unjust social poli- 
. m lnM.no vnnr rnnvirfinne vmi rip*: thp nluravc

fired them.
On the international scene they ac-

minister and the longest serving in hypocrisy. Asoneofthebestfriendsof standing 
rrwnfrU,™ ’Tn.r the racist regime in South Africa you group but 
breaking epoch as "double firsts".
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29 buses

into operation on 11th August, 1988 under

H
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cient and reliable transport service to the 
people.

The Niger State Mass Transport System

NIGER STATE EFFORT
M/Benz 33 seater buses 
M/Benz 180,21 seater buses 
Peugeot 504 S/Wagon cars

im- 
(a)

NIGER STATE ' 
l£j

£

Progress Report 
August 1988 — October 1990 
i - ransportation problem got more
1 in the 80s. The mobility problem

went beyond intra-urban level into inter- Peugeot J5 buses 
city movement problems. Transportation — 
which forms a major factor of growth of a

NUMBER 
11
6
5 

45
7 

15
4 

48 
 77

(i.e Niger State Transport Authority) came The Authority has maintained and 
rinnrahnn 1 1 iVa Aiimicf 1OQO . _ . . .• ~ • r proved on the following sevices:

the supervision of a Task Force headed by Township service within Minna only (b) 
a Military Administrator in the per­
son of Ma jor I. Abubakar. This post, 
he retained until the 31st of October, 
1990 when he was redeployed to the 
barracks in line with the gradual 
disengagement policy of the Fed­
eral Military Government. Alhaji 
Idrisu S. Ahmed was then ap­
pointed in his place as the new Ad­
ministrator of the Authority on the 
1st of November, 1990.
The Authority which tookoff with 

55 buses in August, 1988 now has a 
total fleet of 77 vehicles made up of 
both the Federal Urban Mass Tran­
sit assisted programme and State 
Government effort.

Bellow is the breakdown of all ve­
hicles received from the Federal 
Urban Mass Transit Programme 
and State effort. NSTA Sole Administrator: Idrisu S. Ahmed.

FUMTP ASSISTED 
ipounded in Nigeria generally VEHICLE TYPES 
L_on. tv----- 0365 M/Benz 39 seater buses 8

 15
M/Benz 911 Recovery 1 
M/Benz 608D 33 seater buses 5 

nation's economy and a factor in social and Total FUMTP effort
political integration was greatly affected.

The government recognising these, and 
sensing that socio-economic activities 
might grind to a halt due to inadequate 
transport facilities introduced the Federal 
Urban Mass Transit Programme. The pro- M/Benz 911 locally built 
grammewhichistwoyearsold,andrunsat seater buses 
states level aims at providing cheap, effi- Toyota Hiace 18 seater buses 

~ pick..Up vans
Total

Total number of vehicles
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Haulage services covers the entire federa­
tion

i

Col. Lawan Gwadabe:
___Military Governor, Niger Stag:.-----

SUPPLEMENT ON NIGER STATE TRANSPORT AUTHORITY

Intra State routes
(c) Inter State routes
(d) Haulage services 
The intra State co vers all the Localgo vem- 
ment areas in the State with Minna as its 
main terminus. These routes which are 
plied daily are:-
(a) Minna to Bida
(b) Minna to Kontagora 
<c) Minna to Suleja
(d) Minna to Muye
(e) Minna to Lapai
(f) Minna to Agaie
(g) Minna to Kutigi/Mokwa
(h) Minna to Kagara
(i) Minna to Gwada/Kuta
(j) Minna to Rijau

The inter State routes which are plied 
daily comprise the following: 
Minna to Lagos 
Minna to Kaduna 
Minna to Onitsha 
Minna to Ilorin 
Minna to Sokoto 
Minna to Makurdi 
Minna to Jos 
Minna to Kano 
Suleja to Kaduna 
Suleja to Onitsha 
Suleja to Lagos 
Kontagora to Kaduna 
Bida to Ilorin 
Bida to Kaduna

REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE: 
The Authority has steadily continued to 
improve on its revenue drive. The total 
revenue realised from August 11, 1988 
when the Authority took off to October, 
1990 is 16,588,089:00.
The operation of the Mass Transit System 

has been very viable in Niger State. The 
monthly net profit averages also stands at 
150,000:00 naira.
It is interesting to note that since January, 

1989, the Authority has been funding itself 
in terms of payment of staff salaries and al­
lowances, maintenance of vehicles and 
spare parts purchases. The Authority has 
in addition settled the following debts 
from its internally generated revenue:- 
Loan repayment to Federal Urban Mass 
Transit Progrramme = 336,600:00 
Purchase of four M/Benz 911 
locally built 45 seaters buses

=2,426,600:00 
Five 25 seater Combi buses

=1,225,000:00 
Payment to NICON Insurance coy

= 505,692:00 
Five (5) M/Benz 180 (20seeater)

= 1,315,000:00
buses
Five (5) Peugeot 504 S/Wagon cars

= 639,000.00
The Niger State Go vemment has ordered 

for the supply of the following brand of 
vehicles this year to further boost its opera­
tions. Payment for the buses has already 
been made from the Authority's internally 
generated revenue, viz: Five (5) M/Benz 
180 (20 seater) buses: = 1,315,000 , Five 
(5)Peugeot 504 s/wagon cars = 639,000.

IMPACT ON THE SOCIETY
The introduction of the Mass Transport 

Programme has so far revived a verygood 
acceptance by the general public. Move 
men^of people and good's within and out-

Xl l"«eR of commendation we have 

been receiving.
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(a)

NSTA Sole Administrator: Idrisu S. Ahmed.

political integration was greatly affected.

sensing that socio-economic activities 
might grind to a halt due to inadequate

(i.e Niger State Transport Authority) came 
into operation on 11 th August, 1988 under

NUMBER
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a Military Administrator in the per­
son of Major I. Abubakar. This post, 
he retained until the 31stof October, 
1990 when he was redeployed to the 
barracks in line with the gradual 
disengagement policy of the Fed­
eral Military Government. Alhaji 
Idrisu S. Ahmed was then ap­
pointed in his place as the new Ad­
ministrator of the Authority on the 
1st of November, 1990.
The Authority which took off with 

55 buses in August, 1988 now has a 
total fleet of 77 vehicles made up of 
both the Federal Urban Mass Tran­
sit assisted programme and State 
Government effort.

Bellow is the breakdown of all ve­
hicles received from the Federal 
Urban Mass Transit Programme 
and State effort.

Progress Report
August 1988 — October 1990

- ransportation problem got more FUMTP ASSISTED NUMBER 
' I. ’ compounded in Nigeria generally
-L in the 80s. The mobility problem

SUPPLEMENT ON NIGER STATE 
TRANSPORT AUTHORITY

which forms a major factor of growth of a M/Benz 608D 33 seater buses 5
29 buses

FUMTP ASSISTED 
VEHICLE TYPES 
0365 M/Benz 39 seater buses 8 

went beyond intra-urban level into inter- Peugeot J5 buses 15
city movement problems. Transportation M/Benz 911 Recovery 1

nation's economy and a factor in social and Total FUMTP effort
political integration was greatly affected.

The government recognising these, and NIGER STATE EFFORT 
sensing that socio-economic activities M/Benz 33 seater buses

M/Benz 180,21 seater buses 
transport facilities introduced the Federal Peugeot 504 S/Wagon cars 
Urban Mass Transit Programme. Thepro- M/Benz 911 locally built 
gramme which is two years old, and runs at seater buses 
states level aims at providing cheap, effi- Toyota Hiace 18 seater buses 
cient and reliable transport service to the Peugeot Pick-up vans 
prop10- Total
, Nige,r Sta^e.MaSS T?nS,pOrt SZstem Total number of vehicles

The Authority has maintained and itn- 
- proved on the following sevices: (2-

the supervision of a Task Force headed by Township service within Minna only (b)
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Col. Lawan Gwadabe:
Military Governor, NigerSjate.--------

ment areas in the State with Minna as its ™ ................
main terminus. These routes which are improve on its revenue drive. The total 
plied daily are:-
(a) Minna to Bida
(b) Minna to Kontagora
(c) Minna to Suleja
(d) Minna to Muye
(e) Minna to Lapai 
(0 Minna to Agaie
(g) Minna to Kutigi/Mokwa
(h) Minna to Kagara
(i) Minna to Gwada/Kuta
(j) Minna to Rijau

The inter State routes which are plied 
daily comprise the following: 
Minna to Lagos 
Minna to Kaduna 
Minna to Onitsha 
Minna to Ilorin 
Minna to Sokoto 
Minna to Makurdi 
Minna to Jos 
Minna to Kano 
Suleja to Kaduna 
Suleja to Onitsha 
Suleja to Lagos 
Kontagora to Kaduna 
Bida to Ilorin 
Bida to Kaduna____________

!' j

11 I I

Intra State routes
(c) Inter State routes
(d) Haulage services
The intra State co vers all the Localgovem- REVENUE AND EXPENDITURE:

The Authority has steadily continued to 
• tn am ■ €a ma«»am««a

revenue realised from August 11, 1988 
when the Authority took off to October, 
1990 is 16388,089:00.
The operation of the Mass Transit System 

has been very viable in Niger State. The 
monthly net profit averages also stands at 
150,000:00 naira.
It is interesting to note that since January, 

1989, the Authority has been funding itself 
in terms of payment of staff salaries and al­
lowances, maintenance of vehicles and 
spare parts purchases. The Authority has 
in addition settled the following debts 
from its internally generated revenue:- 
Loan repayment to Federal Urban Mass 
Transit Progrramme = 336,600:00 
Purchase of four M/Benz 911 
locally built 45 seaiters buses

=2,426,600:00
Five 25 seater Combi buses 

=1,225,000:00
Payment to NICON Insurance coy 

= 505,692:00 
Five (5) M/Benz 11)0 (20seeater)

= 1,315,000:00
buses
Five (5) Peugeot 504 S/Wagon cars

= 639,000:00
The Niger State Go vemment has ordered 

for the supply of the following brand of 
vehicles this year to further boost itsopera- 
tions. Payment for the buses has already 
been made from the Authority's internally 
generated revenue, viz: Five (5) M/Benz 
180 (20 seater) buses: = lZ've
(5)Peugeot 504 s/wagon cars = 639,000.

IMPACT ON THE SOCIETY
The introduction of the Mass Transport 

Programme has sofarrereivedaverygood 

been receiving.
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Economic activities are not left out as trad­
ers can now transport their goods within

Formal launching of new fleet of vehicles 
of the NSTA, August 11,1990.

£'««S

II

I noted a reasonable degree of courtesy from 
your operators and as well appreciated alot over 
your low charges.

I have nothing else to say but to urge you to 
keep it up and if possible improve on the already 
good services.
No doubt, you are execellent.
Abdullahi Maidamma, 
Sifawa-Sokoto.

I note with appreciation the lew fare your 
Company charges in contrast to the highly 
exploitative rate charged by other transport 
owners, as well as ensuring consistency in the 
movement of vehicles to the various routes of 
coverage.

I wish that the NSTA will continue with her 
good gesture to mankind. I wish you many 
more years of successful operation. 
Onyeanuforo Consmas.
NYSC Secretariat
Minna.

WORKSHOP
In recognition of the need for a functions 

Workshop to make way for effective 
maintenance of these vehicles, the State 
Government has acquired the Bi-Water 
Workshop situated near Tagwai Dam for 
the Authority. This workshop has been 
handed over to the Authority and all t e 
workshop tools and equipment received 
by the Authority through the Federal Ur 
ban Transit assisted programme will 
installed in this Workshop.

Within the first two years of its opera 
tion, the Authority has strived vehe 
mently to fulfil the aims and objectives or 
which it was established by the Govern 
ment. This of course would not have been 
made possible without the personal inter, 
est shown by the Military Governor anc 
the Government of Niger State.

It is our hope therefore, to improve or 
the services and to ensure a self sustaining 
and viable Transport system in theStaj^

SUPPLEMENT ON NIGER STATE TRANSPORT AUTHORITY 
and outside the 
state at affordable 
charges.

The commercial 
transporters have 
now been com­
pelled to cut drasti­
cally the fares 
originally charged 
and in some cases, 
they have brought 
their fares at par 
with the Author­
ity's fares along the 
same routes. This, 
should be noted, is 
the cardinal objec­
tive of the mass 
transit programme.

Further more, the 
Authority has 
opened up job ap- 
portunities to 
about 250 staff in 
various fields of its 
opporation, 
thereby reducing 
the unemployment 
problem in the 

Some of the Authority’s vehicle ready to enter service. £(ate jn particular

and the country in general.
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YT TT Thilel wasawayl 
W\7 assi8nment and 
V V my warning th 

soon disengage from writi 
tions in humour as instruc 
Board, I received among 
contribution by Bilya Bal. 
What he wrote below seen' 
dim view of banks and 
Here we go:
Dear Adamu Adamu: 
Some definitions in Bank 
When you are dealing witl 
do not bother with your En 
con. It will not help you ev< 
he (she, we mustn't forget t 
gender) would be speaking 
English language. Terms d 
What you believe they are. 
hl doubt just have a look a 
the definitions below: 
Balance sheet — 
Company's SHIT CAN.
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PRIVATE EYE

missing the day the pardon was an­
nounced. He shot out of bed leaving 
bewildered wardens I  
and walked to the main   
hospital, a place he had frequented anced and proper diet! Who is?

argued themselves hoarse that he 
should be returned to prison and be 
treated as an out-patient so that his bed

minders and backers on the other hand 
o insisted that NAD's confinement in

by his bed-side prison might shoot up his blood pres- 
nain gate of the sure and that he was not getting a bal­

even in custody,to see a woman he had 
been seeing anyway for the rest of the 
day, nobody saw the missing man until 
days later when he was taken to the 
Kaduna Prison for the press photogra­
phers to record.

The missing man must have been so 
important because at one time, the au­
thorities nearly fought themselves 
physically, bringing the entire hospital 
to complete standstill over whether or 
not he was that sick to warrant an ex-

on 
that much? _

discipline in schools? Well, I can tel 
any cynic that the hand that wields the 
staff of office also wields a cane.

By the power of the privacy of my 
eye,I saw a royal fire brigade father o 
the Sahara desert border town of Daura 
in Katsina State doing just that. So 
concerned was Alhaji Muhammadu 
Bashar about indiscipline in a secon­
dary school in the town that he went 
there, got hold of the cane and gavc 
a good hiding to the truants among the 
students. How many of the C8S' 
heads gathered at the conference 
discipline have done

K| M o be sure, 11 NEP A men were
I 1 jailed for life. Much later after 

persistent pleas, the authori­
ties felt a bit sympathetic and reduced 
the jail terms to ten years. Finally, out 
of the boundless humanitarian gesture 
imbued in our leadership, they were 
finally freed and pardoned. But now it 
appears there were only ten men and 
one missing one.
You all saw 11 on release being rap- 

tously welcomed into the cosy bosoms 
of the loved ones, my eyes saw one of 
them looking very well-fed and very 
fresh looking.An improvement in the 
prison service and condition?A reso­
lute stand in the face of adversity that 
men of courage now and again have 
stood in the face of tyranny? No.

The missing man simply spent only 
23 days in the cooler! The rest he spent

doctors and excited nurses.His col­
leagues spent a total of 1,065 days 
learning the basics of house breaking 
and entering, sniffing and then smok­
ing ganja,cocaine and on really hard 
days, crack.

A birdie insists that the missing man

who are used to douse the fire of stu­
dents crisis was invited to present their 
own views?

And when I say fire brigade, of 
course I am referring to our royal fa­
thers, the traditional rulers who have 
now been rendered useless by our 
haughty attitude.We call them in only 
when there is a crisis in the commu­
nity, but when all is calm, they get no 
share of the action. As our royal riot 
squad, shouldn't we get them in­
formed about indiscipline in schools? 
Who does not know that they have 
made the greatest input into enforcing

was hospitalised in ward five of the 
Ahmadu Bello University Teaching 
Hospital, ABUTH, on the sensible 
grounds that he was suffering from 
high blood pressure.That was alright,! 
suppose, considering the Herculean 
battle the men had been waging to 
secure the rights of the ordinary folks 
to freely breathe, except that the miss­
ing man was said to have a stroke 
before having the high blood pressure.

What it means in plain terms, as one 
of the doctors constantly ministering 
to his needs, observed,the missing 
man was NAD . Now, NAD, as many 
folks know is a deadly disease because 
while sufferers on long prison sen­
tences can escape the drudgery of a 
dirty prison life by pleading the dis­
ease, other folks cannot even smell the tended holiday on a hospital bed. Some
privilege. You see, NAD simply means 

ensconced in the company of caring Nothing Abnormal Detected. See why it 
doctors and excited nurses.His col- is so dangerous? 

Not only that,the missing man went could be used by more serious cases.His

K U 'S he problem with us in this 
! country is our nonchalant atti- 

tudc to issues we ought to take 
seriously. As I write, a national con­
ference on discipline and motivation 
is holding in Lagos. It is sponsored by 
the federal ministry of education. All 
the egg-heads were there as usual. 
Principals, provosts, education com­
missioners, students' union leaders, 
executive members of recreational 
clubs, even police were invited to 
present papers perhaps on "wetin 
you carry." Am I disappointed that 
not a single fire brigade official, those
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1 
100g

1 
450 g

2 
200 ml

Metric 
450g

Metric 
450 g 
2kg 
50 g

Metric 
450 g 
1 tbsp

3
1
6 tbsp
1 tsp

1
2 tsp
2 tbsp
2
2 tbsp 
200 ml

Metric 
450 g

MOIN MOIN
Nigeria
Ingredients
Black-eyed beans,
skinned

Large onion
Chilli powder
Tomato purie
Fresh tomatoes and arrange on a steamer in a cooking 

pot half filled with water.
Steam for about an hour or until 

cooked. Test by sticking a toothpick 
into one; if the pick comes out dean, 
the ukpo is cooked. Serve on its own, 
warm.

Palmnut or cooking oil 
i y-Of - Salt to taste

hot, pour a ladleful ofegg at a time into A bundle of banana
leaves, foil or bread 
tins to steam.

. o_______________ ___ ___ To skin beans: soak for 30 minutes
spread on a flat dish. Continue to fry and then drain off the water. Using

11---------------------------------— ..—ill U-iU k.-Jr I.nlk o enisaa^intT tvachintr
RICH MOIN-MOIN
Nigeria
Ingredients
Quantity of basic 
moin-moin

Chicken stock cube 
Combination of fresh 
shelled prawns,, 
chicken meat, bits 
of salmon, sliced 
sausages, sliced 
boiled eggs, onion, 
diced corned beef.
Thoroughly grease a large bread tin. 

Prepare moin-moin as shown above, 
incorporating the chicken stock cube 
into the basic mixture. Do not steam 
the moin-moin, but pour a cup of the 
mix into the bottom of the bread tin. 
Cover with any of the fillings and 
continue making alternate layers of 
bean punfe and filling until the tin is 
three quarters full, finishing with a 
layer of bean purde. Cover tin with 
foil, put on the top shelf of the oven and 
bake for one and a half hours at 350 °F/ 
180 °C/Gas Mark 4. If you have a 
cooking pot large enough to take bread 
tins you might find it economical to 
steam the moin-moin by putting the 
tin in a steaming bag and boiling it in 
the pot with one and a half pints/750 
ml/three quarter cups of water. Add 
more water if necessary. A knife 
pushed into the moin-moin should 
come out clean when it is cooked.

Rich moin-moin is a very popular
• ---- • —1 A

RECIPE corner —

Assorted Nigerian Dishes
WAINA ~
Nigeria
Ingredients 
Per person 
Eggs
Cooking oil to 

deep fry
Salt and pepper to taste

Whisk (beat or whip) eggs thor­
oughly, adding a tablespoon of water Ground crayfish 
to two eggs, and a pinch of salt. Heat 
oil in a deep frying pan. When oil is

WAKE-EWA
Nigeria
Ingredients
Black-eyed beans 
Sugar 
Salt to taste 
Pepper Sauce 
Tomatoes 
Onion 
Groundnut oil 
Chilli powder 
Dash of thyme and 

coriander powder 
Salt to taste.
Liquidice the tomatoes with half the 

onion and slice the rest. Heat the oil 
and dry the onion slices. Combined (JKPO 
the spices with the tomato mixture and--------- -
stir into the hot oil. Cook for 25 min- Nigeria 
ules* stirring constantly. .. .
Pour beans into a colander and wash Ingre le 

thoroughly. Turn beans into a deep 
“ucepan with one and a half pints/ 
750ml cups of water and boil over a Fresh npe peppe 
low fire for 30 minutes. Pour through 
? c°lander, rinse again and turn back Smo ■ 
’n,° the washed put with three^uar- 
ter pint/375 ml cups of Water, the Salt to Us plantain tn a
Sugar and salt. Cover pot and simmer put in a mixing bowl. Stir
s,eadily until beans are cooked and mortarand p andthc„,
'luitesoft S»rv„hoHAnthneopersauce tnthegree P Mixwell.

the hot oil and fry until golden and 
crisp. It should look like a crisp 
sponge. Take out of the oil, drain and

*he 531116 manner until it is both hands with a squeezing, washing 
k!S?f:_s!rve waina hot withfresh action' p661 the skins off lhe t**115- Cover with water and the skins will 

float and can be collected in a sieve or 
drainer as the water is drained off into 
a second bowl. Repeat the sequence to 
skin the remaining beans.

Soak skinned beans until veiy soft, 
grind or liquidize and pour into a 
mixing bowl. Chop the onion and 
fresh tomatoes and stir into the bean 
pur£e. Add the salt, crayfish, chilli 
powder and tomato purde. Pour 4 fl. 
oz/100 ml half cup of hot water into 
the oil, and then pour both into the 
beans. Mix well. Shape two leaves at 
a time into an envelope, put into it two 
tablespoons of the bean mixture and 
arrange on a steamer. Put the steamer 
over a pot of boiling water, cover with 
a lid and steam steadily for one hour.
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through tariffs that are more 
that Nigerians are not short-

on the first 19 companies while still keeping

.................................................................................................................................................................................................... ’ .

PUBLIC INFORMATION SERIES |

j !■

Does VOLKSWAGEN OF NIGERIA have as many lives as a cat? This question has been asked 
by many who have watched the company respond to adversity with more strength. What 
VOLKSWAGEN OF NIGERIA does have is a management committed to Nigeria,and determin­
ed to producing motor vehicle^ in Nigeria not only for today’s Nigerian but also for tomo­
rrow’s Nigerian. How do we hope to achieve this objective of continuing to provide jobs and 
skills to Nigerians and contributing to Nigeria’s industrial development? The VOLKSWAGEN 
OF NIGERIA promise is to do it through product diversification, increased local sourcing and 
increased adaptation of products to meet Nigerian requirements.

LOCAL SOURCING
Thanks to support from the Raw Materials Research and Development Council, we are break­
ing new grounds with local component production. A lot more could be achieved if our produc­
tion level could provide proper economies of scale for these local components manufacturers. 
Unfortunately, the importation of used cars, some of which have only a few months of active 
life in them is adversely affecting the volume possibilities that suppliers can take advantage of. 
Even more sad is the defrauding of the Nigerian consumer who soon finds that after sales ser­
vice possibilities may reduce the span of service of his car as was the experience during the 
‘‘Home Delivery" era in the 1970s. Certainly the Nigerian consumer deserves more than this 
"penny wise but pound foolish" solution to his transportation problems.
Many of these imported used cars are scraps in Europe. They infact constitute road hazards, 
endangering those who are not guilty of such purchases.
Our extensive surveys of local content manufacturers for the purpose of immediate commission 
resulted in the following findings. After visitation to 69 companies, 19 companies were found 
to be ready to produce. Another 19 were of adequate standard but needed further support to 
produce for VOLKSWAGEN OF NIGERIA.
We are therefore building our local content thrust 
in touch with the others.

RESTRUCTURING
We also saw the sense in SAP at VWoN and embarked on our own restructuring. This has made 
us more efficient and has boosted our earnings to wipe off our past cumulative losses. Restruc­
turing has also reached our range of models. Today we have a range of buses from the Kombi 
through 32 to 41 seater buses. This response to Nigeria's more relevant needs follows the tradi­
tion of modifying such parts as shock absorber, ground clearance and suspensions to make our 
cars more manoeuvrcable and durable than those built in Europe and the Americas.

OUR PLEDGE
We believe that by its very nature, an automobile industry is a germinal industry with immense 
potentials for stimulating diverse industrial and economic activities. VOLKSWAGEN OF 
NIGERIA is proud to have contributed positively and shall remain committed to an industrial 
era which encourages investments in automotive components manufacture in Nigeria. 
Our only request is support to attain our goal. This can come through tariffs that are 
appropriate for industrial development and efforts to ensure t1”* 
changed in the quest for used cars from Europe. “  ’ ""

@ Volkswagen-The name you can rely on

■.
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By IkeOkonta

It

Pounded yam, a popular national staple, has finally gone 
international.

BUSINESS AND ECONOMY ~

Pounded yam goes to America

ri
products whose prices have sky-rock­
eted. They have therefore settled for 
second-hand goods which are not only 
cheaper but in some cases are even 
more durable". Obi attribute the 
proliferation of second-hand goods in 
the nation's markets to the advent of 
the Structural Adjustment Pro- 
grammc which encouraged tlreemer-

Citizen, December 3,1990

step in and encourage export-oriented 
companies with generous tax holiday 
and other incentives. Citing the ex­
ample of such newly industrialised 
countries of South-East Asia like Indo­
nesia, Singapore and Taiwan, which 
he argued are prosperous today be­
cause their respective governments 
actively encouraged them when they 
went into the export market. 'This 
nation is blessed with a number of 
unique products which it can export at 
great profit", Mr Okon Bassey told 
Citizen last week. "All that is needed is 
for government to aid willing export- 
oriented companies with basic infras­
tructural and policy support."

One disturbing trend that has 
emerged in the on-going export drive 
is the tendency for Nigerian compa­
nies to direct their energy at far away 
markets in Europe and America while 
ignoring the ECOWAS countries. 
Cadbury's Ayalanja however ex­
plained that this is not deliberate. 
According to her, problems arise from 
a maze of complex import and pay­
ment procedures. "We are still talking 
about payment terms how to ensure 
that we get our money out. We are still 
working on that." Mrs Ayalanja is 
confident that once this problem is 
sorted out, Cadbury and other Nige­
rian companies will give the West 
Coast market the attention it de­
serves.

A fter months of pain staking re- 
search and negotiations, 

-^^-Cadbury Nigeria Limited has 
exported the first batch of "Poundo 
Yam", a food product derived from 
yam, to New Jersey in the United 
States. The eight-tonne shipment is, 
according to Mrs Yinka Ayalanja, 
Cadbury's Controller of Export, a fore­
runner that will prepare the ground 
for a sustained export of "Poundo 
Yam" to the United States.

This latest Cadbury initiative is part 
of the company's corporate strategy to 
boost its foreign exchange earnings 
and explore new markets for its many 
products. The first shipment of 
Poundo Yam will fetch the company 
twenty-eight thousand dollars and 
plans are in an advanced stage to in­
crease the supply with time. Citizen 
leamt last week that the company is 
planning to cash in on the huge black 
presence in the United States and parts 
of Europe which in themselves also 
have a very strong Nigerian represen­
tation and run joint advertising cam­
paigns in African-oriented newspa­
pers with wide circulation in these 
countries to boost sales of the product.

Cadbury is also eyeing the British 
market. Mrs Ayalanja confirmed last 
week that the company has almost 
concluded negotiations with its U.K. 
partner on modalities to ship Poundo 
Yam to Britain. "We have concluded

Negotiations on ei

“Second-hand
quest for brand new proa- 

the past________________ .
econd hand goods are taking 
over, and the interesting thing 
about this new scenario is that 

people who patronise these goods no 
longer bother to disguise that fact. It is 
n°w a familiar sight on most busy 
sheets and markets in Lagos to see 
Well-dressed men and women hag- 
§ling with traders of second-hand^

iight of the ten points

J” ~
tducts is gradually becoming a thing of

goods for bargains. Such items as 
shoes and clothes are increasingly be­
coming popular too.Mr Felix Obi, a trader in Oshodi 
Market in central Lagos explained the 
sudden boom in second-hand goods 
thus, "the nation's economy is grow­
ing from bad to worse and people can 
no longer afford to buy brand new

of the agreement. There are only two 
points-on payments terms and dura­
tion of the contract-that we are yet to 
agree on. But we should finish that 
soon."

Cadbury Nigeria Limited is how­
ever not the first Nigerian company to 
export its products to European coun­
tries. A few years ago, Nigeria Brewer­
ies Limited (NBL) blazed the trail 
when it shipped about three tonnes of 
its lager, "Merit Beer" — derived from 
a composite mixture of maize and sor- 
ghum — extract to Britain. The 
Cadbury scheme however appear to 
be more ambitious in that thecompany 
has not only set in place the necessary 
machinery to popularise its product in 
the United States but has also mapped 
out a comprehensive strategy to secure 
a sizeable chunk of the foods market.

Mr Peterside Okon Bassey, a senior 
partner in the firm of Bassey and Bas­
sey, a corporate finance and consulting 
outfit in Surulere, Lagos sees Poundo 
Yam's journey to the United States as 
the beginning of greater things to 
come. Said Bassey, "the Nigerian eco­
nomic landscape is getting more com­
petitive and only the dynamic and 
innovative firms can remain on top. 
The men at Cadbury are aware of this 
and that is why they are exploring 
avenues for new markets for the com­
pany's products."

Mr Bassey would want a situation 
where the Federal government will 

becomes first choice
• — c
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A second hand market in Surulere, Lagos

By flnimtiri fiimliil1

duction following a gradual slump in 
sales.

The bulk of customers seem to have 
found a new love in second-hand 
shoes which are usually imported 
from Britain, Brazil and Spain. While 
these shoes, for the most part appear 
fairly used, they are usually strong and 
rugged and easily outlast locally pro­
duced ones.

BUSINESS AND ECONOMY 
any of my numerous customers.* 
Johnson Ola-George, a student of His­
tory at Lagoa state University who 
Citizen saw pricing a pair of Crime's 
second-hand shoes merely pointed to 
the pair he was holding and asked 
rhetorically, "Do these shoes look Hke 
they were worn by a leper?"

The advent of second-hand care 
popularly known as "Tokunbo" has 
also sent some of the nation's leading 
vehicle-assembly plants, on a war­
path. Their complaints, similar to that 
of the shoe manufacturing companies, 
is that, the on-going massive importa­
tion of second-hand cars into the coun­
try from Belgium and other European 
countries is depriving them of their old 
customers who, to cut cost, opt for 
second-hand vehicles. Such assembly 
plants like VON and PAN have inten­
sified their lobby urging the Federal 
Government to ban, or at the very 
least, curtail the number of second­
hand cars imported into the country. 
"I don't think the lobby will succeed*, 
an official of Progress Motors, a Lagos­
based firm which specialises in sec­
ond-hand vehicles told Citizen. ” The 
arithmetic is simple. A brand new 
Peugeot car cost over one hundred 
thousand naira. On the other hand 
you can easily pick up a fairly used 
vehicle for about thirty thousand 
naira. Now, given the harsh economic 
landscape, who really can afford to 
spend a hundred thousand naira on a 
new car?".

One argument which the vehicle 
assembly plants have proffered 
against second-hand vehicles is that 
they are not specifically built for Nig®* 
rian roads and thus break down regu­
larly. But Mr. Livinus Oyediran, a 
computer programmer with UAC 
thinks otherwise. "I own a second­
hand Toyota Cressida and I have been 
using it for the past two years. While it 
is true that such vehicles, especially 
the ones imported from Europe break­
down occasionally, the good thing i®/ 
they can easily be repaired by any local 
mechanic".

The Structural Adjustment Pro­
gramme may have its ugly and unsa­
voury side, but it has its good side too. 
Today, cost-cutting is the watchword 
in every home. This, is the sense in 
SAP.

gence of bold, innovative and dynamic 
businessmen. Obi, who sees himself as 
"a by-product of SAP" told Citizen 
that the season of acting the "big man 
is gone for good. Survival is the word 
now, and people no longer turn up 
their noses in disdain when you offer 
them second-hand goods".

Miss Juliet Okokon, a receptionist in 
the employ of the Lagos-based Citadel 
Merchant Bank, strongly echoed Obi's 
view. "How do you think I can manage 
on a monthly salary of N300 without 
patronising second-hand goods. A 
brand new refrigerator costs about 
N4,000 but with Nl,000 you can easily 
buy a second-hand fridge. Ladies 
shoes and dresses also come cheap 
when you know the right second-hand 
shop to patronise. I am not ashamed to 
admit that I buy second-hand goods. It 
is what SAP has done to us".

While buyers and sellers alike are 
happy and contended with the boom­
ing trade in second-hand goods, there 
is however a particular group who 
would like the government to step in 
and put a halt to it all. Shoe manufac­
turing companies such as Bata, Len- 
nards and Silver would for instance, 
want government to slap ban on the 
importation of used shoes. In recent 
times, Bata has had to cut down pro-

-ry ocal shoe manufacturers, in a 
bid to lure away customers 

11 J from patronising second-hand 
shoes, have over the past few months, 
raised the alarm that they were used 
by lepers.and AIDS victims before 
being shipped to Nigeria, Citizen 
investigations however revealed that 
there is no substance to this rumour. 
Rather they were discarded by afflu­
ent middle and upper class people in 
European countries. Nigerian sailors 
buy them, at give-away prices and in 
turn sell them to traders in Lagos. 
"People who say that these second­
hand shoes were formerly won by 
AIDS victims don't know what they 
are talking about," Mr Obaro Osime, a 
trader at Yaba Bus Stop told Citizen. "I 
have been in this business for over five 
years now and not once did I receive a 
report of AIDS contamination from
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the part of BCC Lions. These lapses 
r .t moment

j Africans. The reasons 
why the last two goals took so late in 
—oho ovnnd coal came five

fl
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Cup Winners cup:

Lions set for final victory
When they humiliated the dreaded North Africans they

• " ry —I
BCCs Afioma doing what he knows best defending the home.

gies, BCC Lions went to sleep imme­
diately after the goal was scored, 
conceding the initiative to Club 
Africain. the North Africans 
brought out their technical superi­
ority. They combined the advantage 
of speed, accurate passes, good ball 
possession and beautiful positional 
play to unnerve their Nigerian 
counterparts. For the remaining 
part of the first half they controlled 
the midfield and forced BCC Lions 
to adopt hasty defensive measures 
to save themselves the painful em­
barrassment of conceding a goal to 
club Africain. In the midfield Super 

 Eagles player Moses Kpakor was a
Qjtlzen, Decembers, 1990

----------— — — - JiOlVOlU I 

rolled out the drums, will they repeat same in Tunis?
rip his Saturday can best be de- 

j scribed as a week end of 
-U- great expectation for Nige­

rian football followers. It is a day 
when thousands of citizens with 
characteristic burning love for the 
king of sports will be vicariously 
transported to Tunisia capital city, 
Tunis, to unite in spiritual solidarity 
with our own BCC Lions as they 
take on Club Africain in the second 
leg final to decide which country 
will rule Africa for the next one year 
in the Cup Winners Cup, otherwise 
known as Mandela'S Cup.

The great expectation and the 
flaming fire of hope for a possible 
cup victory after 13 years of fruitless 
chase is bom out of the superlative 
performance of BCC Lions when 
*hey humbled the dreaded North 
African Club by 3-0 in the first leg 
■natch played in the National Sta­
dium Lagos, over a week ago. This 
resounding victory has given Nige­
ria a clear advantage to lift the cup 
for the third time having won it first 
in 1976 through IICC Shooting Stars 
(now 3SC) of Ibadan and again in 
1977 through Rangers International 
°f Enugu. The vital question now is the North 
‘his: can BCC Lions of Gboko hold . ame five
ontotheirfirstlegadvantagetoroar coming (the throuchsubsti-
to victory in the dedsive s£»nd leg minutes to foiltime^h «ibsh

‘he first leg match. ‘ho Par the moment
But for the two lucky breaks at the earn® ° P* Fu)udu scored 

end of the first leg match in lforhissideoffapenalty
^®8OS, BCC Lions would have car- the first 8» layagainst Amir 

®ci a discomforting lone goal vic- os a re Tunjsian central de- 
™ry to Tonjj for weekend ded- fender Amdouni in the

‘hefirstfe/

end of the first leg match in 
'8°s, BCC Lions would have car- 

a discomforting lone goal vic-

JVe second leg, and that in itself 

have dampened their spirit 
TharU Mcu victims of



determination displayed by de­
fenders like Sam Elijah, Ben Ugwu, 
Skipper Sylvester Afioma, John

did everything wrong until he was 
pulled out for Aule.

Kpakor's mediocre dance in the 
midfield was quickly exploited by 
the more skillful and tantalising 
Club Africain's Saidi Khallel, Selmi 
Samir and Abdel Haruwi. A direct

front of their teeming home sup­
porters. The Tunisian trainer Fouzi 
Benzati said as much at the end of

of over confidence. Or ho w does one 
explain such statement like, "with

cautious attacking strategy that is 
not too adventurous so as not to 

 allow the players up front to run out
of steam too early in the game. BCC 
Lions' handlers should also note 
that this is also once in a life time 
chance that has no room for 'popu-

lead before the end of the first half of 
the match.

Credit should however go to BCC 
Lions bench for pulling out Moses 
Kpakor for Aule and Clifford Cas­
sidy for Toyin Ayinla at the time 
they did. These two crucial changes 
turned out to be the winning trick. 
The Tunisians who lost a bit of con­
centration towards the end of the 
game because of over reliance on 
defensive and delay tactics realised 
too late the infusion of a new aggres­
sive spirit into BCC Lions. What the 
Lions could not accomplish through 
carelessly lobbing the ball into the 
sky, they succeeded in doing 
through careful attacking moves 
initiated from the right full back by 
Sylvester Afioma attacking 
f'Mzian December 3,1990

BCC Lions can write their names 
once again in the historic books of 
Nigeria's soccer as the first team to 
win the cup for the country at a first 
attempt if they play the second leg as 
though they are the first leg losers. 
Their game plan should be predi­
cated on total football—mobile

'' • • ■ -  . ners of Tunisian premier division 
fore depends on the ability of BCC league will regard this encounter as 
Lions to withstand whatever Club a matter of life and death. They will 
Africainmightbebankingontotum fight hard not to concede defeat in 
the table. For Coach Amadu Shaibu

revel in the seemingly resounding

And it is doubtful if the coach has

■  t To be candid, BCC Lions'handler 
rather than haphazard approach should prepare the players for an
makes the difference between win- excruciating show down in Tunis. It
ners and losers in such a crucial isgoingtobeafootball warbetween 
match. the two teams because Club Afri-

Nigeria's chance of winning the cain who have just emerged win­
consequence of which was a fright- Mandela's Cup this weekend there- 
ening attacking blitz at the Lions  
goal by intimidating striker Rouisi 
Faouzi and Yaukubi Kais, the bad 
boy who got the marching order in 
Lagos and Sani Taurti. But for the ofBCCLions,itisnotjustenough

victory of his boys in the first leg. the first leg match in Lagos. "We can
And it is doubtful if the coach has and shall turn the table in Tunis. It is 

Agum and the brilliant efforts of the not lost his head in the hazy terrain not impossible to beat your team in
goalkeeper Tunde Adedara, the ' 
Tunisians would have succeeded in 
pulling back BCC Lions' one goal this result, I am sure of winning die pressmen during a post match inter-

46_____________________  SPORTS
big liability to his team mates as he midfielder Toyin Ayinla and Alum Nigerians and they scaled through
did everything wrong until he was Aule in just five minutesIThis goes in the ensuing penalty-kicks.

J O O - . . 1 1 res ! - ___ J- J nz-»z-« T •_____ / t_. ••to prove that tactical game plan — —---- -------------- -------—.

Tunis, and I know my boys will do 
it I have not given up hope," he told

 view. This is the reality that Coach
Shaibu and his boys have to prepare

Their game plan should be predicated on themselves against.
total football—mobile midfield, good de­
fensive play and cautious attacking strategy
that is not too adventurous so as not to allow
- - r a carea on total tootoan—nw*”**'

tlie players Up iront to run. out of Steam too midfield, good defensive play an^ 
early in the game.

pronouncement might ing to offer. Nothing but the best 
1 no koc 1.2—_■ _ s • - • _ J

e -----•“ ui utc team aic -
be carried away by the euphoria of this assignment. By this we mean 
the first u. -u—.j _ piayers who are s]dHfu], experi­

enced, determined and fit enough to 
withstand the pressure of the tough­
est opposition. BCC should have it

r in

Nigeria. The Moroccans kept their eyes are on them to do the country

night later in Rabat, RAF scored 
four quick goals while Nationale 
could only pulled one 1 ‘ ; _
however joined forces with the

Cup. Nobody can beat me 3-0."?
Coach Amadu had better remem­

ber that with the excellent football r~, 
tradition of the North Africans, that lar players' who have little or noth- 
boastful p————------- • • - — - ’ --*■
mean that he has allowed himself to players in the team are needed for

the first leg victory. He should re­
member what Royal Armed forces 
(RAF) Football Clubs Cup of Mo- 
roccodid toIwuanyanwuNationale bnoulu -
of Nigeria in 1988 Champion Clubs in their minds that they are the only 
2'iaJt!riflna A. NalionaIe walloped hope of the country this year in 
^AF 4-1 fitSt Ieg pla>’ed in continental championships. All 
Nippna. Inp Mnrnrranc a.1_ _________ .. - . _ i

Pr0Ud- The? Sh°Uld theref°re PUt 
 cain so as to win the trophy and 

nack. Luck bring the continental honours and 
 glory to their father land.
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junior players like Gabriel Otu de-

LucOndobotocountamongthelastl6

SPORTS

r H ^he wc-’ •
II --------O ••“*« CM441V1I VI

I President Babangida's'Tennis 
last c h>uJnan'entthatcametoanend 
' „ ‘ ^rday opened a wide vista of 
opportunity that abound inthegame 
v ,lgena- The significance of this 
L“s tournament in which nine other 
vvi(,can countries competed alot 
Z Jhe array of N‘gerian players is 
mo‘ “ much because of the huge prizi 

eyofN30,000.-00forthesingletitle 
X .e^nd N15'000:00 for the double 
event.Thepr- ■ ■ - 
trie! l° brin8 s° many Afric. 
Wk . “S^her is significant 
wbat started  „ 

^mirZ™-;-
>°ng different African

thref Fesident cup would be between 
eign J®*5 °f players: the visiting for- 
®enin ^yerB from the nine countries of 
~-^___^opublic, Cameroon, Congo

S_h_ana' 9Vinea' Sierra Leone* 

on one hand and “the }---.g u„ 
coming local stars and their older, 
more experienced players on the olhw 
hand. The64 charts for thesingleevent 
and the 32 for the double provided a 
good draw for these three groups to 
give themselves a hard fight.

, The foreign players who were 17 in
, number in the 64 single charts, had a 
j rough fight against their more experi- _

enced and skillful Nigerians. By the that.ThestandardofNigeria'stennisis 
taw the tournament got to the third quite high, all right, perhaps about the
round only Togolese K. Ag Wamba highest in Africa, but there are lots of 

MI_“ ------ —■=• ™< eviaence ot me whn "3S reeded 9, K. Lionel from short comings that have confined our
NLTA's catch them young campaign CameTOun seeded eleventh, and Gha- players to the local tournaments.
— nanian unseeded K. Donouna were ’n,n/-k->iew1,-m:—• » 

'eek long third edition of among the 16 players who were to slug
dpn* *r.-----•_ it Qut qUarter fjnaj sjots jn _________

double event of 32 charts only 3 out of the problems down tolackof money to
the 9 pairs for the foreign players ’ ‘ '
advanced to the second round. t

But surprisingly the much antici- for theyoungplayers to train with. The

mg young and up coming stars did not 
. , e materialise. Oldies like tournament 

ise of the huge prize defending champion David Imonitie,

lahi, Segun Balogun, Segun Akinloye, inadequate fund. According to the 
/"v--... -uh chaiiman the best way to help the

after the first two rounds, although growth of the game in the country is 
junior players like Gabriel Otu de- for wealthy individuals and organisa- 
feated 13 seeded Guinean Samura tions or companies to sponsor compe-

>ing a rallying point of Mohammed in two straight sets of 6/3,
----- - az_.----------- 6/1 whiJe Nnamdi Ehirim another international playing toursj/The only

for them to participate in tournament 
........ ’ •’ • , we 

are appealing for sponsorship for the 
good young players," the chairman 
said. He also explained that more fa­
cilities like good playing courts, are 
needed in different parts of the coun­
try if we are to breed players of interna­
tional standard.

David Imonitie, one of the oldest 
players still very active on the national 
tennis scene however sees the problem 
in a different light. He said Nigeria had 
good players who, if well groomed,

world. The problem according to him

Citizen, December 3,1990

A n@w vista of hope
GhanVcuineTEgypt' 'h<!‘>uar,er-fina,s°<'hemostprestig-

- - • --------3 7°™? and up Tennis professional (ATP) ranking
ad their older Watching the way crack Nigerian ten­

nis players were bubbling with enthu­
siasm and displaying so much skills in 
the three courts of Nicon - Noga - Hil­
ton Hotel, Abuja, one would not hesi­
tate to predict that a Nigerian would 
soon win one of the world prestigious 
tennis tournaments.

But in reality, it is not as easy as 
0 —j ••• - —**'*»“***'• mgciia siennisis

time the tournament got to the third quite high, all right, perhaps aboutthe

George Alewure: An evidence of the wbo was 5eccicd 9, K. Lionel from

nanian unseeded K. Donouna were

short comings that have confined our

Thechairmanof Nigerian Lawn Ten­
nis Association (NLTA) Colonel, Kofie 
Fidelis in an interview with Citizen put

sponsor players to international tour­
namentsand lack ofadequate facilities

paled upsets of older players by their national association, he says, wants to 
.nd >>n mmln^ rl.w. rlld gTOOm the young playCCS by giving 

them necessary exposure through 
sending them on training tour, but this 

maiden edition winner Sadiq Abdul- has not been fully realised because of

■presidentCupthefirstofits and Calistus Osaji still loomed large 
Y'g so many African coun- I' 

ier i. ^3^
forted on a modest scale in 1988

tri«2^ fmon8"different African coun- t, - ----------  -------  --------- ...
■ But most significant is that it junior player defeated Camerounian way our players can get ATP rating it 

^edasthemeasuringscaleofgaug- LucOndobotocountamongthelastl6 fo'■" '---------
n8 the Standard of Nigerian tmrnis hoping for a shot in the quarter-final. approvedbythatbody.Inthisarea,

a vis that of their counter- On the whole, Nigerian junior tennis are aooeahne for sponsorship for I
more "'On’othcr African countries. But players won themselves and thecoun- 
fore">,lnterestin8Iy-il brought to the try a great deal of respect with the 
the ^S^tpotentialsofthegamein effortless ease they outstroked their 
f^ tf by and some of the negative older and more experienced players 
devoire that have been affecting the from other African countries.

. e °Pment of the game. There is however the disturbing
to'clear from 'he first day of the question as to why Nigerian tennis 
foT!aD’enttha"hescrvesandvolleys players are not participating in big 
'he nhe honours and prize moneys of international circuit 'hat coidd have 

rp"'4~ ■ earned them world rating y players wno, ir wen grwiuew,
good?ForalongtimenowonlyNdulra PJ^
Odizor, Nigeria s forer"° worid. The problem according to him
ambassador who once took Nigeria to__________

titions and send promising players to



i our 
coaches would switch on the midas

SPORTS
they can improve and groom young players to international tennis circuits

expected of them in the professional 
league. Unfortunately however, the 
hapless fans turn out to be the losers.

nately has not been forthcoming. He 
however took consolation in the fact 
that more and more talented junior 

to device a comprehensive talent hunt- players are being discovered almost
ing training programme for kids from every day, and with the likes of Kryian

Nwokedi, Sule Ladipo, Nnamdi 
Ehirim breathing down the necks of 
old players like himself, Nigerians will 
in a matter of three to four years from 
now emerge winners of some interna­
tional tennis tournaments. 

say, uui duuic *»»»
call-for rapid improvements.

football Association (NFA) rendered 
the constituted professional league 
board poweriasa and the clubs did
.....___ ________toon

I

s . . .
versy and foot dragging, the enthusi­
asm among football lovers nation 
wide was infectious. Then profession­
alism in our football was seen as the 
only saviour that could reform the 

of inostof the ills that were almost 
fleecing it to death. With professional­
ism, it was thought that our substan­
dard football culture would instantly   r   , .
give way to a glowing tradition of organisation, registration and practice between the professional and amateur 

rwnfoccinnalicm rtiir of DrofPRsinnal in 1________________ _ .<_____________ T»_~ Im CHIP

Most of these clubs charged exhorbi­
tant gate fees ranging from N20 to N50. 
Tkr. rrn nn (r\r Innff.

division which came to a close last
Saturday, we will be doing ourself a 
lot of good if we take a hard, critical

see areas yearning for improvement. It

professional league after a season of its players' pay packets still reflect their coming season can only achieve i
operation, as most observers would amateur days. The coaches too do not objectives of positively transformii-c
say, but some aspects of its operation encourage their players to do better ourfootballiftheoperationisallowed

a—. _rj r_M...n.ambecause they are not motivated with ■—i- .. ......
In terms of organisation the Nigerian better pay to reflect extra hard work the venture may tum out to be a wild

, .. .. .____ _____ I’Yoectea of thorn in th? nrcfoerfA-.i _________________________ ..

worth preferred spending their week- 

coming to the stadium to waste their 
money.

It is now clear that excitement and 
enthusiasm that greeted the profes­
sional league have disappeared and 
scepticism is beginning to sneak in. 
For now nothing really has changed

o » except the names. Pro-league 
is meant to raise the standard of our 
football and allow the clubs to com­
mercialise their operations. But not

is doubtful whether any club made 
any move to get endorsement contract 
from companies and organisations.

But the clubs may be absolved be-

form their players to superlative 
achievers. Yes, with professionalism 
we can rule the world.

But Seven months after, we are not
SOSUI-, ~ o w ------------------ -.^ultriultasucuuWuu11u.c,-
professional league in the premier went heedlessly along with the hope the decree to spell out how the club can

tn n lact of Witnessing A T1PW Pra irnnw>i».w4 _________... « .« ... __

standard of Nigerian football. But this 
was not to be. Players still have noth- 

look at the experimental venture and ing more to offer each week than the 
______ J L^.ZZ—~---------*■ n worn out show they entertain fans
is too early to count the blessings of with. But what do you expect when the

48_______________________________
lies in the inability of the NLTA to 
formulate concrete i 
programme for the training and 
grooming of potential tennis champi­
ons in the country. In the past, he said, 
NLTA was fond of waiting for indi­
vidual players to train themselves. 
This he says has worked greatly 
aL 
in this country. The veteran tennis 
player however noted that NLTA is 
beginning to rise to the challenges of 
developing the game in all its ramifica­
tion.
"Right now something definite is 
being done. The NLTA members have 
started putting heads together on how 

Professional League:
Whatever happens t© th® euphoria?

Most of these clubs charged exhorbi- 
even months ago, when the pro- poorly. NFA did not allow the league tant gate fees ranging from N20 to N50. 
fessional league finally took off board created by the pro league decree The rip off was not to go on for long, 
in Nigeria after years of contro- No. 11 to perform its delegated duties. The fans after witnessing a couple of

.t • These duties include providing ade- matches and failing to get their money 
quate facilities to its employees and preferred
various personnel that may be in- end on some other things rather than 
volved in the administration and or- -■ ■ s-

 ganisation of the league and its activi-
decaying culture of the game and rid it ties, with a view to improving the stan- 

'  ’’ ‘ dard of football adminsitration and
officiating. The board was also 
charged among other things with 
regulating, on behalf of the NFA, the

excellence; witlfprofessionalism our of professional football in Nigeria, leagues 
coaches v.’ould ovritch or. the midas Unfortunately the board was not con- 
touches, and do away with the rusty stituted before the pro league took off 
coaching techniques that have been and when it was later constituted it did 
their lots for many years so as to trans- not cany out the functions stipulated much has yet been done in this area. It
e-----—i-------------- in the decree. .... . . —

Clubs and football fans are how­
ever the worst for these lapses. With- 

 . out proper ground work, the clubs u 
ire again; having run one season of rushed into the league while the fans cause the pro league board charged by

. * O--------—~ -—f*- '‘ICMCMCCIUBUVUUUUIUVV U1CUUV-—I

neW commercialise their activities fail to do
that. Before disenchantment set into 
the professional league, NFA should 
take drastic measures to save it. The 
pro-league which is likely to run one 
or two more lower divisions in the 

its 
objectives of positively transforming

to take its proper course. Without that 

gamble that will do more harm than 
good to our football.

_______ By Joe Olajuwon

UIC liuin ----- J i < .... . _
implementable players from the large number of tai- that will earn them ATP raring. Resea-

e training and ents that abound in the country," ex- soning along the same line with NLTA
d tennis champi- plained Imonitie . He said young tai- chairman, David Imonitie says

ents who can be groomed to become achieving this laudable objective re-
formidable champions at national and quires a lot of money which unfortu- 
intemational scene abound who can

-J- o j take over from the old players. But
igainst the development of the game before this happens, NLTA will have

ing training programme for kids from 
ages of five to twelve.
On the standard of our tennis, Imonitie 
said it was still too low and recom­
mended more tournaments, especially 
international playing tour as the only 
way to raise the standard, and get our



retBonwide
You can depend on First Bank with 
its massive asset and resource base.

A lot of our customers have been 
with us since our (tumble beginning.

This is because at First Bank we 
understand the needs of our 
customers better and respond with 
despatch and professionalism.

IfShjgisife
in itn?n wr'*

Spreading, prosperity
Since 1894 First Bank has been 
committed to spreading prosperity 
nationwide.

Moreover, First Bank has more 
branches than any other bank in 
Nigeria, and it is also associated with 
Standard Chartered Bank, a major 
British Banking Group, with repre­
sentation in over 50 countries 
worldwide.
Let us back you up with all our might.

I...truly th« first.
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SOKOTO CEMENT
..a commitment 

to progress

- the shining star of quality

|Sg9
S@§|Eggl 
kES3

* Low alkali content - make:, it resistant to chemical and cornisi" 
attacks. Best for heavy and marine construction.

* Highest strength achievable in concrete structure by a°y 
Portland Cement

* Dark grey finish texture bestow an appealing lustre.
’ Most competitive market price per 50kgs bag
’ Availability nation-wide
The high quality of SOKOTO CEMENT had been, 
affirmed through its numerous appucau 
the commonest blocks to residential buil 
dams, bridges, sky-scrappers, etc.

Whenever the job requires real cement, 
make sure it’s SOKOTO CEMENT

wr

The development of SOKOTO CEMENT from ' 
TnTuredm mS ’° Pr°dUC‘iS ^metrically 
■ ° ?• y0U '“P™51 (luaW cem°nt/
performance.

’ ,oXU.m “,dnS Of mixed concre,c


