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NLC survives

he harmonised ver-
sion ofthe controver-
sial anti-labour Bill

was presented to the Senate
yesterday retaining the Nige-
ria Labour Congress (NLC),
as a central labour union
though it gave other trade
unions the freedom to feder-
ate and form wumbrella
unions.

The harmonised Bill
which will go to President
Olusegun Obasanjo for as-

resident Olusegun
Obasanjo has said that
the removal of the im-
munity clause from the con-
stitution is his major expecta-
tion from the national politi-
cal reform conference.
Speaking at a breakfast
meeting with the press in
London yesterday, Obasanjo
said he believes that the con-
ference, convened in Febru-
ary, will remove the immunity

By lIsa Sanusi,'
Political Reporter

sent prohibits strikes in the
essential service sectors that
include? health, education,
aviation and water supply
while retaining the freedom of
workers in other sectors to go
on strike on matters that con-
stitute disputes of right.
Chairman of the National
Assembly confcrence com-
mittee on the Bill, Senator

given to corrupt political of-
fice holders.

“I believe that it is stupid-
ity to keep that clause. As
soon as you are caught com-
mitting an offence while in
office, you should be charged
for that offence,” he said.

The president noted that
his administration has done
a lot"n its fight against cor-
ruption, pointing out that no
administration anywhere in

o Says NASS
sabotages privatisation

resident Olusegun
Obasanjo has, in a let-
ter to the Senate, ac-

cused the National Assembly
of trying to create unneces-
sary bottlenecks to scare

;away investors and under-

mine the whole privatisation
exercise while rejecting
amendments to the privatisa-
tion and commercialisation
Bill.

Senate President,
Adolphus Wabara

By Isa Sanusi, Senior

Political Reporter ]

The president noted that
some ofthe amendments will
spell doom for the entire
privatisation exercise, point-
ing out that the amendments
were clear cases of interfer-
ence and encroachment into
executive functions by the
National Assembly.

The letter read on the floor
of the Senate by the Senate
President, Adolphus Wabara,
yesterday indicated Presi-
dent Obasanjo’s rejection of
the Bill even as the president
appealed to the senate to re-
consider its position and
amend the Bill by, among
other things, deleting the sec-
tions considered undesirable
in the overall interest of the
nation to enable him
(Obasanjo) assent to the Bill.

President Obasanjo said
in the letter: “A situation
where the National Assembly
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our Bill

Bassey Ewa-Henshaw, said
the Bill provides for the
democratisation ofthe labour
movement through expan-
sion of opportunities for the
registration of federation of
trade unions as well as the
granting of freedom to em-
ployees to decide which
unions they wish to belong.

The amended Bill pro-
vides that; “No trade union
or registered federation of

Contd. on Pg 2

the world has done so much
to fight corruption than his
government. '

On the recovery of looted
funds stashed in Britain,
Obasanjo said that the fed-
eral government was still talk-
ing with the British authori-
ties but lamented that “we are
not making as much success
as we expected”.

“We are working with all

he federal government
is to pay a total N99.8
billion to 61 parastatal

and agencies as monetisation
fringe benefits.

This was contained in a
letter dated March 8, from the
permanent secretary in the
Federal Ministry of Labour
and Productivity, Dr Timiebi
Koripamo-Agary, to the Di-
rector General, Budget Office
ofthe Federation, in the Min-
istry of Finance.

The letter which was made
available to NAN yesterday
in  Abuja, stated that

the relevant agencies and we
believe that incy C5U do
more,” he said, while express-
ing surprise over the diffi-
culty in the repatriation of
looted funds.

“It is annoying that these
funds cannot be easily recov-
ered even though the man
who lodged them had no
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N99,882,168,397 represented
the “screened version” ofthe
figures earlier submitted by
the parastatals and agencies.

It noted that the initial
amount collated was put at
N 124.5 billion from the 61
parastatal agencies.

The letter further said that
it carried out a screening and
arrived at the amount based

known business.

“He was not a farmer nor
was he engaged in any
industry. He had nothing

on the Appropriation Act,
2004 and the 2005 budget
prepared by the affected
agencies.

It stated that the Minis-
try of Labour has submitted
the final copy of the esti-
mates to the Budget Office.

The letter also reminded
the budget office to be mind

Contd. on Pg 2
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other than the fact that he was
in government and was
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Tunde Araove here drove into the International Conference Centre, Abuja half naked to display this signboard to delegates at the

National Conference... yesterday.
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only able to help himself,”
he said.

The president said that
even the British attorneys
hired by government to pur-
sue the loot “did not help
matters because they gave
government outrageous bills
for their services”.

“The lawyers gave us ri-
diculous bills that showed
they worked 18 hours a day,

including Saturdays and
Sundays,” he added.

Obasanjo disclosed that
the government gave up to
four per cent of the loot to
those who helped in the re-
covery as an incentive.

“On the whole, we haven’t
really been on a wild goose
thase; some of our efforts
have yielded the desired re-
sults,” he added.

-h
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is given a blanket power
under the law to, at its discre-
tion, review or even overturn
any action taken or anything
done by government in re-
spect of a privatised or
commercialised enterprise is,
no doubt, capable of under-
mining and making mockery
of the whole privatisation
process. In the same vein, a
situation where the National
Assembly has to investigate,
determine and approve be-
fore any financial assistance
or subvention could be given
toa commercialised enterprise
by government is, to say the
least, an encroachment on
executive functions as it
amounts to running the af-
fairs of such commercialised
enterprises by the National
Assembly. This, no doubt, is
against the letterand spiritof

: the principles ofseparation of
i powers enshrined in the 1999
| constitution.”

Obasanjo who in fifteen
l'instances, cited the National
i Assembly’s encroachment
]into his powers, sounded
| clearly that the lawmakers

have no right to have a say
jon crucial issues that have to
I'do with the privatisation ex-
;ercise that include, determin-
1ing enterprises to be
| privatised Sridconfirming the
appointment o fchairman and
non-ex-officio members ofthe
National  Council on
Privatisation.

The president pointed out
that amendment to section
30(3) ofthe Bill empowering
the National Assembly to ap-
praise actions of privatised
enterprises in the over-riding
public interest is “too wide
and sweeping which could
easily undermine and make a

mockery of the whole
XTT A

privatisation process as well
as capable of scaring away
investors from participating
inthe exercise.”

“With all due respect, the
Senate will agree with me that,
a situation where an investor
who might have borrowed
money from a bank to invest
in a privatised enterprise
would have to wait for the
National Assembly to amend
the law establishing that en-
terprise to give full effect and
legal framework before such
an enterprise could operate in
accordance with its new sta-
tus is, no doubt, a serious dis-
incentive that will scare away
investors from participating
in the exercise,” the.president
explained.

President Obasanjo in the
letter, rejected "non-inclu-
sion of specific provision for
the removal of members of
the National Council on
Privatisation (NCP) and the
Director-General_of the Bu-
reau for Public Enterprises
(BPE). He then proposed six
conditions that includes,
‘breach of code of conduct
or serious misconduct in re-
lation to duties.

Others are, conviction for
felony or any offence involv-
ing dishonesty, corruption or
fraud and if the president is
satisfied that it is not in the
interest of the council or the
interest of the public that the
member should continue in
office and the president re-
moves him from office.

The president maintained
that to ensure transparency
in the conduct ofgovernment
affairs and to enable him as-
sent to the Bill, all undesir-
able sections should be de-
leted. The Sections are, 7(3),
12.16,30(2),30(3), 11(2).

IN Contd.from Pg 1

trade unions or any mem
berthereofshall in the course
of any strike action, compel
any person who isnota mem-
ber of its union to join any
strike or in any manner what-
soever, prevent aircrafts from
flying or obstruct public high-
ways, institutions or pre-
mises ofany kind for the pur-
pose of giving effect to the
strike.”

The bill also allows em-
ployers to make deductions
from wages of every worker
who is a member of a trade
union for the purpose ofpay-
ing contributions to the trade
union while making member-
ship of trade unions by em-
ployees voluntary adding
that; “no employee shall be
forced tojoin any trade union
or be victimised for refusing
tojoin orremain amember.”

Pfesidefft  Olusegun
Obasanjo last year sent*the
Trade Union ActAmendment
Bill to the National Assembly

seeking the de-listing and de-
registering of the Nigeria
Labour Congress (NLC) and
to totally ban strike action by
all employees.

The Bill as presented by
the President, gives powers
to the Minister of Labour to
determine which trade unions
should federate and to make
contributions by registered
members oftrade unions vol-
untary.

Hpwever, the Nigeria
Laboyr Gotigress insisted
that the amendment o fthe Bill
was motivated by the desire
of the federal government to
ban NLC as a prelude to its
.planned mass sack in the fed-
eral civil service.

The International Labour
Organisation (ILO), faulted
government’s moves to sup-
press laWuV movements
through the amendmentwhile
pointing out that the NLC as
it operates, does not violate
any international labour con-
ventionr :

j
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CBN approves Sterling

Bank

e Central Bank ofNi-
eria (CBN), has so far
mpproved two mergers

in the banking sector and the
first to receive this consent
is the Sterling Bank Group
made up ofEIB International
Bank Pic, Prudent Bank Pic,
Magnum Trust Bank Pic,
NBM Bank Ltd and Trust
Bank ofAfrica Ltd.

The managing director of
BGL Securities Ltd, one ofthe
Issuing Houses to the Pru-
dent Bank’sN 15 billion offer,
Mr. Albert Okumagba, who
disclosed this on the occa-
sion ofthe bank’s completion
board meeting at Ocean View
restaurant, Victoria Island,
Lagos, said that this scenario
posits that Prudent Bank has
a good future.

It should be recalled that
the CBN also gave a pre-
merger consent to Standard
Trust Bank Pic and United
Bank of Africa (UBA), on-
going merger.

Speaking at the last
banker’s committee meeting,
CBN’s director banking su-
pervision, Mr. Ignatius Imala,
had said that the apex bank
approved the merger because
it would not tend to mo-
nopoly in the sub sector as
the banks concerned will ul-
timately be about the size of
the other two top banks in the
system.

Okumagba said yesterday
that the apex bank could eas-
ily sanction the Sterling bank
MErger which snows that the
banks involved have some-
thing going further.

He therefore urged inves-
tors to grab the shares when
it opens on March 21, 2005,
saying that its an offer that
should be attractive to de-
serving investors.

The managing director of
FBN (Merchant Banker), the
other Issuing House to the
offer, Mr. Adebayo Adeleke,
in his comments stated that
Prudent Bank Pic has excelled
in the area of real estate fi-
nance and has reputable in-
stitutional investors as its
core shareholders, saying

Monetisation
Contd.from Pg 1

ful of the March 31,2005
deadline to President Oluse-
gun Obasanjo for presenta-
tion to the National Assem-
bly.

It noted that more submis-
sions were still being made
and that such late submis-
sions should be directed to
the budget office and not the
Ministry of Labour.

It will be recalled that at a
meeting with leaders ofsome
labour unions (NUJ,
RATTAWU, AUPCTRE), on
February 22, the federal gov-
ernment directed the colla-
tion ofthe fringe benefits and
its submission to the Budget
Office. 'J f

Members of the unions
had earlier threatened'to em-
bark on strike for being left
out of the scheme.

r~

From Bright Ewulu, De/wfy
Business Editor (Lagos)

that this realities should en-
able itachieve its aim to raise
N10 billion through a public
offer and the rest by way of
rights issue.

According to him, the
presence of a stable board of
technocrats with the credible
management team should be
an addendum in facing the

c(ﬁal'lénges before the bank.

As the bank specified in
its prospectus, the proceeds
from the offer'which is ex-
pected to yid on April 20,
2005, will be used to upgrade
the bank’s IT and automated
teller machine infrastructure,
branch expansion, human
capital development and the
development of the bank’s
working capital.

The expectation is that the

group merger

offer will put the bank in a
strange position in the bank-
ing sector consolidation ex-
ercise.

It should be recalled that
other membersofthe Sterling
Bank Group such as EIB In-
ternational Bank Pic and

ket to raise funds through
public offers, right issue or
private placement.

The Sultan ofSokoto, Alhaji Mohammadu Maccido after delivering hisaddress during the
launching ceremony o fthe NationalMosque appealfund heldatthe Eagle Square, Abuja.

recently

Pix: Joe Orove.

Governor Boni Haruna ofAdamawa State and theformer minister o fspecial duty. Chief
Yomi Edu during the hunching o fthe Peter Okocha Foundation held at the Golden Gate

Restaurant, Lagos... weekend.

p”;Joe Qroye

Senator Emmanuel IMkEssientAkwa-lbom State delegate (right) discussing with Mrs.
nuzaoetn ram, etaer statesmanfrom Plateau State (left) at the nationalpolitical confer-

ence in Abuja... yesterday.
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Imminent volcanic

eru

orriedae 1ooming

disaster posed by the
imminent volcanic-
eruption from Lake Nyos in the
Republic of Cameroun and the
danger it poses to some parts oT
Benue, Taraba, Adamawa and

Cross River States, the House

lof Representatives yesterday

iurged the federal government to

iliaise with the Republic of
iCameroun and relevant interna-
tional agencies to find urgent and
ilasting solution to the impend-
ing disaster.

The House also urged the
|National Emergency Manage-
[ment Agency (NEMA), to be
|more proactive in disaster pre-
jvention just as it requested the
| federal ministry ofenvironment
| to ascertain the scope and immi-
:nence ofthe explosion ofthe lake
jand furnish the House with an

immediate report.

Iragedy has again struck
k in Makurdi, the Benue
State capital, when on
iMonday, its multi-billion naira
Imodem market was razed by
la mysterious fire outbreak
|which lasted till yesterday
i(Tuesday), sparing only a few

j structures.

As atpress time, the cause
;ofthe fire outbreak remained
|a mystery even as the state’s
jcommissioner for commerce
;and industries, Barr. Joe
:Abaagu, said it may not be
iunconnected with sabotage.

The fire which begun at
labout 8pm on Monday,
|spread to all corners of the

multi-block facility with all ex-
|cept the administrative sec-
tion destroyed.

Security personnel at the
Imarket said the, fire was first
inoticed at the central line of
ithe market spreading out to
lall sections before traders and
iother sympathizers broke in to
{try their hands at putting it
|out. '

Attempt by the surging
Icrowd to put it out was tin-
Isuccessful as all water hy-
(drants provided at strategic
ipoints in the market were dys-
Ifunctional.

The fire department could
jnot be seen around inspite of
jall efforts made by individu-

jals to contact them, a devel- !

iopmentwhich made iteasy for
i the fire to bum till about 9am
iyesterday when they arrived
|with one tanker to put it out.

Meanwhile, Daily Trust

levacuate goods resulted in a
|stampede at the narrow gate
lof the market that night, just
ias several traders whose

Ishops were not affected, were
however unlucky as group of
|hoodlums took advantage of
|the situation to loot.

Commerce and industries
jcommissioner, Joe Abaagu,
iwho paid an assessment visit
|to the market, called for calm
|and announced that the state
ISecurity Council will hold an
emergency meeting during
iwhich the way forward would
ibe considered.

Meanwhile, former Lagos
State police boss, Alhaji

By Zainab. Alimi, Political
Reporter (Reps)

Also, the House committee
on Emergency Preparedness was
mandated to liaise with its
Cameroon counterparts to fash-
ion out ways in which the accu-
mulated poisonous gas in the lake
could be controlled.

Moving a motion on the im-
pending catastrophe, Hon. Temgu
Tsega, pointed out that the cur-
rent volume oftgas in the lake
amounts to 300 million cubic
meters of poisonous carbon di-
oxide which is over and above the
volume that precipitated a simi-
lar explosion ofthe lake in 1986.

He also noted that about
1,800 people died in large scale
volcanic eruptions in 1954,1982,
1985 and 1986, with 843
hospitalised while there was wide-
spread devastation of farmlands

Makurdi
mkrkel

From Hir Joseph,
Correspondent (Markurdi)

Abubakar Tsav, in his reac-
tion to newsmen, said it was
unfortunate that several
structures put up by past ad-
ministrations have been left
without maintenance and se-
curity, a development which
he said has made useless all
public amenities.

HVALE.

e World Bank might
have decided to tempo
ran ly withhold the pro-

vision of a credit facility for
the fight against HIV/AIDS in
Bomo state pending the sub-
mission of the credentials of
the newly appointed state
HIV/AIDS coordinator,
Ba’abaAbba Goni.

The credit facility, titled
“International Development
Assistance (IDA) Credit”
which*reaches up to 32, 000
US dollars per annum is part

yof the Bank’s development
j assistance to fight the
| Scourge of HIV/AIDS in the
country.
Daily Trustreliably learnt

|
-pi . »

he executive secretary,

I Yniversal Bast Educa

A tion (UBE), Professor
I Gidado Tahir, has expressed
i fear that the commission may
j be unable to meet the 2015 tar-
get for qualitative basic edu-

I catlon for all because of what

nmrneg-
|ssues that threatens basic
education delivery in the
country.

Speaking in Katsina dur-
ing the conferment of the

» hoasd dusatiohal produenvity

j award on the state govern-

j ment, Professor Tahir dis-
closed that there is an esti-
mated national shortfall of
about 90,000 teachers that are
required to provide instruc-
tions to the teeming popula-
tion of school going children
in basic education institutions
across the country.

Said he, “one of the major
sources of concern for UBE
implementation is lack of ad-
equate funding. Unless these
financial requirements are met,

tion worries Reps

and vegetation in affected areas i
due to massive emissions ofdan-
gerous gaseous substances at very
high velocity.

He said that the Adamawa
state government has received
warning ofthe impending disas-
terfrom CameroonjustasNEMA
and its Benue-State counterpart
also warned ofthe imminent ex-
plosion in a newspaper publica-
tion (ThisDay, Februaiy 2,2005)
and reinforced in a letter ad-
dressed by the Benue State House
of Assembly to its representa-
tives in Abuja.

Stressing the need forurgent
action on the matter, Hon. Tsegba
said that it is better to save the
lives of people in the affected ar-
eas before the disaster strikes,
adding that considering the op-
tion of seeking scientific aid }
through agroup offoreign scien-
tists who have said that the prob-
lem could be tackled with politi- j
cal will isnot out ofline owing to !
the importance and urgency of

T

Contributing to the motion, !
members including Hon Halims j
Agoda who seconded the motin,
Hons. Adeyemi Oluwole,
Tambuwwal, Mao Ohuabunwa,
Adeyanju, Hameed Safara, Datti
Baba Ahmed, Dave Salako and
Jerry Ugokwe, argued that
NEMA and other related agen- ,
cies in the country should be i
made to be more pro-active to |
check the curative rather than the |
preventive orientation of the !
country to disasters.

Abdullahi Bego, Regional
—]

|ng o@the World Bank s
funds follows a row at the
Borno sState HIV/AIDS
Project Coordination office of
the state’s Ministry ofHealth
where the former coordinator,
HajiyaAishatu Galadima, who
was removed from her posi-
tion and replaced with Ba’aba
Abba Goni, refused to hand
over the affairs of the office
to her successor.

Her refusal to hand over
generated a lot of disquiet at
the health ministry, and she
was promptly transferred to
the Ministry of Environment

or~1 b

1 Frem I:awalllbrahim j
Correspondent, (Katsina)

our dream of providing free
education for all with all it’s
attendant implications in
terms of increased
infrastructural facilities and in-

He pointed out that the
UBE Act requires the major
implementers i.e. the state and
local governments, to not only
provide the necessary funds
or apply stringent measures in
the management of resources,
but have the extra responsi-
bility of forging enduring and
bencficial partnership with |
NGO’ CBQ'szFBO’swho will
fimrfiw h JIPPOIt?

funding but glge the needed |
technical expertise that can at

all times, reflect the changing
innovations and best practice
worldwide.

Outlining other problems
hindering the successful ex-
ecution of the programme,
Professor Tahir identified lack

hz. €7:"
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2003 polls were partially
dishonest—American scholar

It " keter Ni.-1-ewis, Tifinisiging
American scholar, while
stressing that Nigeri-

ans have exhibited a gradual

loss of confidence in the po-

litical system since the 2003

elections, has also shown that

the south-south and south-
east increasingly felt that the

2003 elections were markedly

1 dishonest.

Dr. Peter M. Lewis who is
billed to make a presentation
on Thursday during activities
marking the 7h National
Programme of Commemora-

to douse the tension at the
HIV/AIDS Coordinating Of-
fice.

However, since she was
signatory to the accounts of
the HIV/AIDS Control
Programme in Bomo State,
the World Bank, working
through the Federal Ministry
of Finance, decided to stop
any funds disbursements to
the State until the Borno
State governor, Alhaji Ali
Modu Sherrif, sends a letter
to the bank confirming the ap-
pointment of her successor
to avoid any problems with
regard to funds use.

Inan interview with Daily
Trustin Maiduguri yesterday,

of adeq}gte teaching and in-

spectorate staff, insufficient
infrastructure and instruction
materials and paucity of ac-
curate data for planning.

Tmubu wants

Anambra stafe gover
nor, Dr. Chris Nwabueze
Ngige, hasemergeda beau-

tiful bride with no few than four
political parties wooing him to
join them.

The latest moves came yes-
terday when the Lagos state gov-
ernor, Asiwaju Bola Ammed
Tinubu, led the AD (Alliance for
Democracy), national team to

: Awka where they presented a

Wank registration card and part
manifesto to Ngige, urging hi

tojoin the party.

Tinubu in his speech de-
clared his government and
party’s support for Ngige, la-
menting that he has suffered un-
told hardships in the hands of
those he described as cabals in
the PDP.

Bv Tadafcrua UJorha Asst "

Editor, (Weekly)
tion in honour of late"Shehu
Musa Yar’Adua, made these
comments yesterday morning
at a press briefing at the
Shehu Musa Yar’Adua Cen-
tre, Abuja.

Elaborating further on the
matter, he opined that “the
opinion poll has shown that
two-thirds of Nigerians feel
that the 2003 elections were
partially honest. Less than
half of Nigerians in 2003 felt
that the elections were hon-

forBorno

the state’s Health Commis-
sioner, Alhaji Kaka Mallam
Yale, said the recalcitrance of
the former Coordinator ofthe
HIV/AIDS Control Office to
hand over was costing the
state dearly in terms of the
fightagainst AIDS.

Mallam Yale noted that
HIV/AIDS is becoming
“frightening” in Bomo State
and that experts have said
thatitis also “getting steadily
worse”.

The commissioner added
that the former coordinator
was removed from her posi-
tion as a result of ‘ineffi-
ciency, insubordination and
because “she doesn’t know
what she was deing".

The WHHE Qe L.
tary also mentioned lack ofef-
ficient mechanism to ensure
quality control, various states
inability to forgg o create so-

By Beautrice Onuchukwu, i
Freelancer (Awka)

Tinubu also led the team
comprising Lagos state officials,
national executive council and
Anambra state chapter ofthe AD
to the lodge, and urged governor
Chris Ngige to join the AD by
declaring the motive of his visit
to the governor.

The Lagos state governor
who arrived at about 12.45pm
in a black jeep with LASG 01,
declared that he and membersfif
his government have come on a
solidarity visit.

He noted that with Ngige’s
expulsion from the PDP, the
party has totally fallen into the
hands of Baracudas who will
lead the party to its final destruc-

est.” He also showed that
84% of respondents from the
south-south and south-east
felt that the elections were
dishonest. His words, “how
long can a democracy prevail
if eight or nine out of ten per-
sons feel that the elections
were dishonest. If people be
lieve they are stuck with a
government they cannot do
anything about, then how will
such a people go forward?”
He also showed that respon-
dents in the far north where
elections held to some de-
gree, exhibited some level of
belief in the political system,
whereas in places like the
Niger-Delta where elections
hardly held, the respondents
indicated a marked loss of in-
terest in the political system.”

Dr. Peter Lewis, who is an
associate professbr at the
School of International Ser-
vice, American University,
Washington DC, has studied
Nigeria’s political develop-
ment over the years and has
connections with Nigeria
which goes back to 1983
when he monitored the elec-
tions of that year. He ap-
plauded INEC by stressing
that there were marked im-
provements in the functions
of INEC in the 2003 elections.
His words, “there were dra-
matic improvements in the

; funetioning of INEC.

2015 still elusive -Prof Tahir

”cw{l awareness and acéep

tance to the beneficiaries and
supportive activities of PTA’s
and community initiated
projecfs

glge to join AD

tion.

Presenting the party’s docu-
ments to Ngige, the national sec-
retary of the AD Mr. U.J.
Yohanna, described Ngige as a
beautiful bride and a democratin
character, he said “you are writ-
ing history. You are not purchas-
able.”

Ngige in his response said
that the struggle in Anambra state
is the fight between light and
darkness, assuring that light
must surely triumph over evil.

Already series of meetings
where the decision of this das-
tardly plot were taken had been
held in Enugu. ChiefUba had al-
ready left the country for safety
with this family to give the im-
pression that he has no hands in
the latest plot.
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Al-Mustapha’s trial stalled j8

e trial ofMajor Hamza
Al-Mustapha, former
Chief Security Officer

'March 16, 2005

From Adelanwa Bamigboye
& Mohammed Shosanya,
Correspondents (Lagos)

i(CS0O), to the late Head of

|State, General Sani Abacha,
was on Monday stalled
before the lkeja division of
|the Lagos high court as two
|of the defence counsels
withdrew from the case.
Although the case was
Ifixed for both Monday 14 and
Tuesday 15 March, 2005, the

!4§May, tgs year, to enable

|the two accused persons to
|get their lawyers.

The two accused persons
who were not represented by
llawyers at Monday’s sitting
lare CSP Rabo Lawal, former
lofficer incharge (OC), Mobile
Police (Mopol), Aso Rock and
lJames Danbaba, former
[Commissioner of Police,
|Lagos state.

Specifically, Barrister
Abdul Fatai Alao Thomas
. had since stopped appearing

| for James Danbaba following
the walk-out action on the
judge by the accused person.

Al-Mustapha- former CSO
to late General Sani Abacha,
General Ishaya Bamaiyi,
iformer Chief of Army Staff
J(COAS); Colonel Jibrin
Yakubu. former Military
IAdministrator (MILAD),
IZamfara state; James
;Danbaba, former CP, Lagos
Istate and CSP Rabo Lawal,
OC Mopol, Aso Rock, are all
being charged with the
|attempt on the life of Mr. Alex
!lbru, the Guardian publisher
sometimes in 1996.

Itwould be recalled that all
|the accused persons escaped
Icontempt charges on the last

adjourned date - February 25
when the trial judge ruled on
the walk-out action of the
Accused persons.

The accused persons had
earlier staged a walk-out on
the court to protest alleged
refusal of the court to grant
all  their applications
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especially their prayers that
the trial judge (Kayode
Oyewole) should disqualify
himself from trying them on
the grounds that he was
biased.

In the opinion ofthe court,
the action of the accused
persons was unbecoming
and contrary to section 133
ofthe Criminal Code which is
punishable with three (3)
months imprisonment

Union wants discontinuation O
pension deductions

lhe National Union of
ivil Engineering,
onstruction,
Fufniture and Wood Workers
(NUCECFW), has urged
employers in the sector to
desist from making pension
deductions from their salaries
or face the wrath of the
workers.

The Federal Government
had in 2004, enacted a law to
harmonise the pension
idiojnei, (urprivate arid public*
sector workers, replacing both
with a single contributory
pension scheme.

“The vital aspects ofthe Act

are not in place,” Mr
Babatunde Liadi,
NUCECFW's general

secretary said in a statement,
a copy of which was made
available to the News Agency
of Nigeria in Lagos.

Liadi said that the
government is yet to put in
place structures and Pension
Fund Administrators,
stressing that they ought to
be in place before deductions
were made from workers'
salaries.

Plateau needs NIObn
to reclaim mining sites

he Plateau state
governmentis shopping
for N 10 billion to claim

From Jibril Daudu,
Regional Editor (Jos)

|all lands devastated by pablir. Osamoja said the CBN

mining activities in the state,
:ChiefJoshua Dariye, said in Jos
jyesterday.
He told a visiting House of
Representatives Committee on
jEnvironmental Affairs that a
large part of the state’s
Ifarmlands have been ruined by
| past mining activities leaving
|behind large ponds and gullies.
Already, governor Dariye
jsaidthe federal government has
|so far released N1.6 billion as
iecological funds to the state to
Itackle the problem and solicited
Imore assistance from the federal

BRVErRMENt to combat the

Chairman of the House
jCommittee, Hon Dayo Oguniyi,
isaid the committee was in Jos
Ito look intothe ecological funds
Ireleased to the state and how it
ihas been utilized, pointing out
jthat the exercise was part of its

oversight functions, and that
jthe committee has already
Ivisited 27 other states in the
icountry on asimilarexercise.

Meanwhile Plateau state isto

;benefit from a free medical
service to be offered by the
IChristian-  Broadcasting
INetwork (CBN), under its.
Integrated Medical Mission.

Regional director of CBN

Africa, Mr. Felix Osamoja, said
at a courtesy call to governor
Dariye, that Plateau state was
chosen for the medicare along
with three other states in the
North central zone of the
country.

will partner with the Plateau
state government to bring
succor to the less privileged in
the state through its
humanitarian services which he
said included the provision of
potable  water, women
empowerment, medicare to
children, especially AIDS
orphans.

..state‘varsity
getsfirstVC,
registrar

je Plateau State Univer-
5y

He faulted the Act,
regretting that the National
Assembly hastily enacted the
law without incorporating the
inputs of workers’
representatives at a public
hearing in Abuja.

“The NLC and indeed all
Labour centres in the country
had jointly and severally
opposed the Act as there was
no need for the government
to interfere in the private
sector pension scheme which
was already working,” he said.

Liadi also faulted the
directive by some employers’
associations to their members
to implement the provisions
of the Act when it is being
challenged at a Federal high
court by private sector
industrial unions*

Fire guts
Al-Bashir’s
residence

From Sani Babadoko, Bureau
Chief(Kaduna)

I he Pan-African Leader-
ship League (PALL), a
non-governmental
organization (NGO), in Kaduna,
| has written to express
| sympathy with veteran
journalist, Malam Abdulkarim
Albashir, over the fire incident
that gutted his house last week.
The statement signed by
PALL executive director, Mr.
Stephen Achi, made available
to newsmen in Kaduna, said the
fire completely destroyed his
Malali residence inspite ofthe
spirited efforts by the state
and Kaduna Polytechnic fire
services.

Malam Albashir who is a
Weekly Trust columnist lost
everything in the fire including
a rich reference library, but no
lives were lost and none ofthe
occupants was hurt.

The statementalso called on
the Senate to withdraw the

instruments establishing ] A{m ed>feYia?iv” IJ”yErnOJ

itwere $i§Hed into law lastweek
by the state governor, Chief
Joshua Dariye, got its pioneer
vice chancellor yesterday with
the appointment of Professor
John Wokton Wade, to the post.
The governoralso appointed
Mr. Joseph Lasuk Fomwul as
the first'registrar of the
university billed to commence
lectures in October, this year.
A government statement by
the permanent secretary, press
and public affairs, Mr. Ezekiel
Dalyop, stated that the
governor appointed the two
principal officers of the
university in exercise of his
powers as contained in the third
schedule of section 13, sub-
section 9(1)(a) of the law.
establishing the university
which he signed last week.

overthe statement he made that
their inefficiency necessitated
the convening of the national
conference.

“The Senate should refrain
from actions thatwill portray it
as a dictatorial outfit. Anybody
occupying a political position
under a democracy that is
tolerant of criticisms does not
deserve to be in that position.

“In any case, many
Nigerians have negative views
about the attitude ofthe Senate
in particular which does not
seemto have a mind ofits own
on key issues like the House
of Representatives. It has not
been credible in itshandling of
key issues and most Nigerians
have come to believe that the
Senate is a rubber stamp.”

uspended Kogi State
commissioner of
education, ChiefJames
Akor and four others named
inthe N 136 million scam that
rocked the ministry last year,
were yesterday dragged
before a Lokoja high court.

ChiefAkor, along with the
permanent secretary in the
ministry, Muhammad Koto
Abdullahi, executive
secretary, scholarship board,
Mrs. RoselineAlikuaAwodi,
the accountant of the board,
Mr. Zacheous Momorabe
and one Margaret Oluwa-
shola allegedly misappro-
priated the money meant for
the bursary allowance of
students of Kogi state origin
in institutions of higher
learning.

According to the Police
FirstInformation Report (FIR),
the accused persons were in
court for offences of criminal
conspiracy, criminal
misappropriation, theft and
dishonestly receiving money
not due to them among other
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Commissioner, 4
others face court
over N68.2m fraud

From Ahmed Tahir Ajobe,
Correspondent (Lokoja)

charges contrary to sections
97, 309, 287 and 122 res-
pectively of the.penal code.

The solicitor-general ofthe
state, Abdul Awulu, in his
application, noted that
whereas the accused persons
committed the offences in
March, 2004 and were
arrested on or about the 18th
day ofNovember ofthe same
year, they were not charged
and that it is expedient to
have them tried in the interest
ofjustice.

All the accused persons
pleaded not guilty to the eight
count charges and were
granted bail by the presiding
judge who is also the state’s
chiefjudge, Justice Umaru Eri,
on the payment ofthe sum of

N 1,000 each.

The case was
subsequently adjourned to
13th of June for further
hearing.

The accused persons it
would be recalled, were
indicted by the report of the
state security services which
were called in by the state
governor, Alhaji Ibrahim Id r~”
to investigate the aller"B
scam.

According to the report,
the foursome misappro-
priated N68.2 million out of
the N136.8 million released to .
them by the state govern- |
ment.

Following this discovery,
the accused persons were
suspended from office and ;
handed over to the police for
prosecution.

1.-R: HRH, Alhaji Najih Hussuini Adumu, Emir ofKazaure, AlhujiSuleiman S. Baffu and
Bashir Mohammed Gumel, all delegatesfrom Jigawa State putting heads together during
the sitting o fthe National Political Reform Conference in Abuja ....recently.

Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje

BPE: el-Rufa’it may
face Reps c’ttee again

nister ofthe Federal
apital Territory
FCT), Malam Nasir

el-Rufa’l, may again appear
before an investigative panel

of the House of
Representatives in his
capacity as the former

director-general (DG), ofthe
Bureau of Public Enterprises
(BPE), to explain the failure of

President Olusegun
Obasanjo’s poverty
alleviation policy,

“privatization share for share
loan schemes,” which is yet

fhe ¢ f e @i?°9?0u,. o.
Representatives Committee
on Privatization, Hon.
Celestine Ugbanze, disclosed
this yesterday while briefing
newsmen on the committee’s
investigative hearing slated
to kick-off Thursday, March
17,2005 in Abuja.

Hon. Ughanze listed the
BPE which was mandated by
the National Council on
Privatisation to implement the
scheme, Denham
Management Limited, a
Lagos-based firm which was
allegedly brought into the
deal by the BPE Image Craft,
Standard Trust Bank (STB)
and Gulf Bank as parties to
appear before the committee
to explain the roles they
played in the scheme before

From Zainab Alimi,
Political Reporter
it was scuttled.

The privatization share for
share loans scheme,
according to Hon. Ughanze,
was one ofthe policies ofthe
Obasanjo administration
aimed at alleviating the
sufferings ofNigerians.

In his words: “The scheme
was to have made N 10,000
available to any Nigerian
who could not ordinarily
afford to partake in the
privatization exercise to do

ﬁ%wThe federal gg}v,erp-%gcnt

naira while Gulf Bank an3
STB were to raise six billion
naira in collaboration with
other interested parties for
the scheme which should
have benefited millions of
Nigerians.”

He disclosed that the
involvement of “an
interloper,” Denham
Management Limited, as
consultants to the scheme
raised suspicions because
payments from the contract
money was allegedly being
made to it in dollars on the
authority of the BPE without
any visible performance or
progress on the take-offofthe
scheme.

“Instead of allowing the
banks (S 1B and Gulf), to

handle the scheme as agreed,
a company (Denham)
suddenly entered the picture
and collected a sum total of
N2 billion from the funds
without delivering anything
to the scheme,” he said.

He said that one of the
aims of the public hearing is
to determine the significance
of Denham in the scheme,
“because there was no need
for any interloper or third
party in the contract. “This is
a scheme that would have
made many Nigerians
millionaires by 2010 liad it

VEff, A ™ A2 enled:
scuttled the scheme will be
identified at this hearing.”
" While promising to see the
matter to a reasonable
conclusion to enable the
House take a definite stand
on the matter, Hon. Ughanze,
however, decried the habit of
many agencies in the country
that go into contract
agreements without the
knowledge and approval of
the ministry ofjustice.
“These are very serious
issues,” he charged,
“because it is worrying and
sad that people scuttle
projects meant to benefit the
poor and collect huge sums
of money without
delivering.'
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National Confab...

Appoint IGs throughproper
means —Usman Farouk

ormer governor of old Stories By Habeeb 1.
Northwestern state, Pindiga, Political Reporter j
FAlhajl Usman FarOUk, provisions of the
says that security will continue  constitution of Nigeria in

to elude the country unless making the appointment.
government stopped violating “The constitution of
the constitution in appointing Nigeria regarding the
the inspector General of appointment of the IG and

jFojlice.

Heads of other security
Sjpeaking at the national agencies, stipulates that no
political reforms conference, ~seniority or tribal teaning
Faruk,vtfho is on the federal Will play a role in the
govemmeS'nt’s delegation, said aPpointment of the top
Ithe constm-itional provision €chelon. This is because the
that sayy~unbal leanings should ~ n€ad of these organisations
nc‘t be considered *in

over 60 percent of the
i appointing the police boss was (S:Ziijnsma of the force,” he
fbe;_r:g wolateoi. t ical Farouk, who was cut short
¢ Wé.’ls. not categorical on by the conference chairman,
the specific Inspector-General Niki Tobi. because his time
_whose appointments bad tribal was up éave an example
Iconnection. ) ~ with ChiefSunday Adewusi
Haruk said a police boss is  \who was Ki in the Second
iso influential and powerful  Republic ~as one whose
that his character and appointment was notethnic-
i affiliation would shape the based.
behaviour ofthe entire force.
T~hus, he said, if ethnic
afililiation was considered in
suchi* appointments, the force

National Confab... National Confab...

Alhaji Sa idu Barda, Katsina delegate (I) discussing with Isaac Shaahu, Middle Belt Forum (MBF) Benue delegates (r)
during the sitting o fthe national Political Reform Conference held in Abujayesterday.

woujfll be sleazy in civil
defeijfcc.

he insecurity problem of
Nigeria will continue to be
with us-murders, armed
robberies and other crimes-
unless the head of State, Mr.
President and other relevant
agencies appointing the head
lof Police, Customs and
Immigration, comply with the

EXx gov,
Goni, asks
FG to settle

foreign

debt

A Bomo State delegate

/' \' to the national
JL \political reform
conference, Alh.

Muhammadu Goni, has called
on the federal government to
stop playing to the gallery and
pay up its foreign debts.

Goni suggested that
government draws up from
the oil windfall savings to
defray part of the
accumulated loans.

Speaking yesterday, the
delegate said debts are
responsibilities that must be
taken care of.

“Ifyou incured loans, you
have to pay, they are not a
matter of fiction, they are
facts. Our debts are not going
to be written off,” he said.

Goni argued that without
defraying The loans Nigeria
|may remain stagnant.

He said since part of the
Iconditions of debt relief was
[to devote funds to
infrastructure, government
must toe this line to indicate
sincerity.

wo former military
officers, retired
General Victor Malu

and Geoffrey Ejiga have
said that there was nothing
wrong with the setup ofthe
Nigerian Armed forces,
warning that regional
military would be a
misnomer.
Both Malu and Ejiga
i spoke yesterday in Abuja at
Ithe on going national
political reform conference.
They said politicians and
government ofthe day were
; the bane ofthe military.
Malu, who was former
I Chief and Commander of
I'ECOWAS Monitoring
Group (ECOMOG), said
ladvocates of regional
military were misinformed.
“There is nothing wrong
I with the establishment and
! the structure of the armed
j forces. There is nothing
wrong about how the armed
j forces is run | am in a
i position to say this
i rnmfnrtahlv 1 commanded

the Nigerian Army and | did
not have any dissent from any
part of my command, From
the one located in<-Sokoto in
the Northwest and elsewhere.
| also have the singular
honour of commanding
troops from 20 West African
countries.

Malu said though the West
African troops came from
diverse backgrounds, they
operated under the Nigerian
command without any
hitches.

The ex-army chief said
though the military had
overstepped its bounds in the
past, there is no reason to
doubt its effectiveness as a
single entity for Nigeria.

Malu said he was
disappointed with a delegate
who canvassed for an army,
navy and airforce of equal
strengths, explaining that the
three had their separate
purviews out ofthe collective
duty of protecting Nigeria’s
sovereignty.

Malu also faulted critics of

the military, saying the
institution has remained the
only beacon of integrity for
Nigeria.

“If the armed forces of
Nigeria is bad as people try
to say, they are made bad by
the government of the day,”
he said.

Ejiga who had earlier
pointed out that the military
reflected a good image for
the country, was, however,
booed by the delegates.

He accused the political
class ofabusing their powers
over the military by
deploying the armed force
personnel to monitor election
duties.

Ejiga said the level of
military movement in
elections as witnessed in the
2003 polls was
unprecedented. This, he said,
must not occur again. Issues
concerning security also got
the attention of Alhaji Habibu
Aliyu and Usman Faruk
among other delegates.

Aliyu, a Bauchi state

L-R chiefMartin Elechi, Ebonyi state delegates, HRH, (Dr.) Agom Eze also Ebonyi state
delegate and Nze Ozichukwu F. Chukwu, PDP South-East delegate discussing during the
National Political Reform Conference in Abuja yesterday.

delegate, lamented the decay
in the police force which he
said was brought about by
poor funding and neglect. He
suggested the introduction of
a security tax to augment
government funding of the

police.
Speaking on judicial
reforms, Barrister Bon

Nvimma said the judiciary
must have its own police as
an enforcement section,
otherwise court
pronouncements would
continue to be disregarded.

He also called for
separation ofthe office ofthe
attorney general and that of
the minister/commissioner
for justice.

Mr. Douglas Acholonu
faulted the indigene/settler
dichotomy, advocating a
citizenship in which a person
that lives up to five years in a

place could be regarded as an
indigene.

“Its right and proper for
any Nigeria living in a place
to assume indigeneship after
five years of living there. No
Nigerian should be a
foreigner within the complex
we live in today,” he said.

Other who spoke harped
on improved funding for
agriculture through the
provision of fertiliser, rural
who spoke roads, insurance
against seasonal disasters and
prevention. The delegates
include Dr. Hassan Adamu.
Yerima Abdullahi and Isa
Mohammed.

Oil exploration in the Lake
Chad basin, Sokoto basin and
Benue through also featured
yesterday. Isyaku Jikan Toro
and Suleiman Usman called
for resumption of oil search
in these areas.

Gombe delegate wants ACF,
Afenifere, others scrapped

Gombe state delegate
to the national
olitical reform

conference, Alhaji Abubakar
Mu’azu Hassan, has called
for the dissolution of all
sectional and  ethnic
groupings in the country as a
way to hastening genuine
national unity.

Hassan said ethnic and
regional groups like the
Arewa Consultative Forum
(ACF), Afenifere and
Ohaneze, among others, were
part of the problems facing a
united Nigeria.

Speaking in Abuja at the'on
going conference, the
delegate also argued that
formation of such groups
were informed by
desperation for power by
those who lost out.

“Regional groupings
should be abolished. That’s

the ACF, Ohaneze, Middle
Belt Forum, etc. Because if
you look at leaders of these
groups, most of them were
leaders who served in various
capacities, but they didn’t do
anything . to their
communities and the sosiety.

“Its after they lost out that
they will come back and
regroup so that they can form
pressure groups to oppose the
government or somebody
that’s not in government and
whom they don’t want to be
there.

“I believe we don’t want to
inherit that enormity because
we believe in one Nigeria and
this groupings are not helping
matters. So 1am of the view
that this conference should
come up with a provision that
will abolish such-groups.”
Hassan said.
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NATIONAL CONFAB... NATIONAL CONFAB... NATIONAL CONFAB...
Abdullahi Ibrahim heads

50-member biz c’ttee

ormer Minister of Jus

tice and attorney gen

eral of the federation,
Alhaji Abdullahi Ibrahim
(SAN), has emerged chairman
of a 50-member business
|committee of the national po-
|litical reform conference.

By Habeeb 1Pindiga,
Political Reporter
Secretary of the confer-
ence, Rev. Farther Mathew
Kukah, is to be secretaiy of
the committee, while Chief
Emeka Anyaoku is deputy
chairman.

Ibrahim, a Senior Advo-
Icate of Nigeria (SAN), is
;leader of the. Kogi state del-
|egation to the conference. He
|was minister between 1998
and 1999 during the regime of
General Abdulsalam
Abubakar.

His appointment w&s an-
nounced at the end of
|yesterday’s session by chair-
|man of the conference, Jus- Danbatta, Alhaji Halilu

‘tice NikiTobi. Dantiye, Barrister Oronto

77V bits

By Emmanuel Bellq

When the AC’s stopped

roceedings on Monday was very tasking for delegates,
The air conditioners stopped working several hours leav
ing the distinguished to use hand fans and papers to

Members of the commit-
tee include Dr. Zaiyau
Abdullahi, Ambassador
Hasan Adamu, Chief RA.
Adebayo, Peter Adebiyi,
Mammam Adoju, Senator
Mike Ajegbo, Prince Bola
Ajibola, Prof. NurAlkali, Chief
Afe Babalola, (SAN), D. U.
Basharu, Olurufunmi
Bashorun, Alahji Magaji

Douglas and Ben Duntoye.

Others are Francesca
Emanuel, Emmanuel Essien,
Joy Ezeilo, Prof Jerry Gana,
Chief Barnabas Gemade,
Ibrahim Hassan”Audu ldris,
Alhaji Mohammad Ibrahim
Hassan, Prof. Joy Irukwu,
Prof. Attahiru Jega, Alhaji A.
Jidda, retired General
Abdullahi Bagudu Mamman,
Comrade Mahmud Nasir,
Chief Nduka Obaigbena and
John Odeyemi.

Also in the committee are
retired General Samuel
Ogbemudia, Bayo Ojo (SAN),
ChiefFemi Okunnu, Senator
Femi Okunronmu, Oba
Olateru Olagbegi, Olufemi
Olajugba, Alhaji Abdulkadir
Orire, Comrade Adams
Oshiomole, Mrs. Elizabeth
Pam, Chieflsaac Shaahu, Mrs.
Nkoyo Toyo, Alhaji Auwal
Tukur, retired General
Jeremiah Useni, Chief F. T.

- Williams, Prof. Nuhu Yakubu

and Hajiya Bilkisu Yusuf.
Also yesterday, the con-

blow in some needed cool air. The hall became stuffy dgdence decided that chair-

most of the delegates expressed their discomfort in various
iways; Shuffling of feet, frequent visitto the loo, moving around
the aisle and silent protests. A delegate informed his colleagues
that it was the sacrifice they have to make in other to “feel
what majority ofNigerians are experiencing.” Some one said if
there was no food for the delegates, they might then “feel”
what many country man are going through better.

Brisk business for photographers

igerians can survive against odds. For the crowd of
photographers who came to the International Confer
ence Centre, Nigeria's many ills was the farthest thing
ion their mind. Armed with camera of various shapes, they
have captured all delegates in portrait photographs (16 x 20
;frames). A delegate complained that his photos are on display
everywhere at the centre: Some popularity can come effort-

Tobi can be tough too

nd he showed his fangs when a delegate annoyed

him, protesting that his (the delegate’s) name was miss

ing on the list before the chairman. A visibly angry
Tobi loudly (just too loud) ordered thtynan to come forward.
Even a headmaster couldn’t have done a betterjob of intimi-
dation. The frightened distinguished just sulked away into
the pews. Better not to hazzle the boss.

Well done, Muazu

he young and vibrant delegate from Gombe state spoke
so fearlessly everyone feared for his safety. But thanks
to OBJ whose reassuring “discuss not in fear” kept

everyone buouyed on his conviction. Mu’azu said things

most people won’t say: ban ACF, Ohaneze etc, throw away
recycled leaders; forget old and decrepit leaders and put them
in an association offailed ex-leaders whose major role in the
country will be advisory. Not to worry, Muazu left the hall
unmolested.

Overzealous security men (and women)
ressed in black with menacing exteriors, security op
eratives at the confab are a case study in the horrible
days of the military junta dictatorship. It is not even

man and deputy chairman of
various committees yet to be
composed would be selected
by the members'ofeach ofthe
committees.

Earlier, vote was taken on
whether the secretariat will do
the appointment or whether
members should exercise
their discretion. The vote was
182 against 70.

L-R: Dr. Enyantu Ifenne, women group delegate from Northcentral, Dr. Ignatius ljegwa Adaji
NACC1MA delegatefrom North central and ChiefStephen Oto, Benue state delegate exchanging
views during the sitting ofthe Nationalpolitical reform conference in Abuja ...Monday.

Stop recycling ol

-Delegate urges

delegate to the ongo
A ing national political
A i .reform conference
(NPRC), from Gombe state,
Alhaji Abubakar Hassan, has
advocated an end to the re-
cycling of “past and old lead-
ers” in the country.

Making the call in his sub-
mission on general comments
on the terms of reference of
the NPRC yesterday in
Abuja, Hassan blamed the
current problems facing the

Make university education
three years-Delegates

a way to tackle the
A problems in the cdu
nation sector, a del-
egate from Borno state
Mohammed L. Buba, has ad-
vocated the return to the HSC
system and the need to make
university education three
years. He said that most of
the university undergradu-
ates are not matured and thus
cannot cope with the pres-
sure of the life after school.
He also submitted that
primary education should be
left to the local governments
while secondary schools
should be run by state gov-
ernments. A substantial per-
centage of the state funds
should also be devoted to the
pursuit of qualitative educa-

easy to tell who is a secret agent from officials at the cotiééx.-he shid.

ence secretariat. They all seem detached, watching you from
a distance and giving you a crawling feeling down the spine.
Passing through them at the entrance is also an experience in
espionage as both delegates and pressmen go through frisk-
ing and questioning. According to ShehaSani, a delegate, we
should be glad these are not the dark days when conferees
will disappear after sessions the Yar’adua way, he said.

Apologies won’t do
ell, the military didn’t apologise after all. So says
Jerry Boy (Useni) who said that soldiers who
apologised at the conference did so on their own.

:He’s probably right because some delegates were be

to bore every one with confessions as ifwe were at a catholic
mass. Father Kukah is in attendance, we know. But he’s there
not as a priest but as a scribe. So spare us all the repentance,
please.

Others who spoke on the
education sector reform also
pointed out that higher lev-
ies charged by school au-
thorities are also eroding the
standards of learning,
Mallam Abdulkareem Yahaya
from Zamfara state who made
the observation, said that
“the high levies are stopping

@Varents from taking their

és to unity schools. Al-
most daily, children come
back from schools with one
levy or another from school

. this country,”

By Emmanuel Bello,
Reporter

masters,” he said.

In his own contribution to
the issue, former ASUU presi-
dent, Dr. Attahiru Jega, said
that government attitude to-
wards education is not en-
couraging considering that
“Nigeria is the only country
that provides the least finan-
cial allocation to education.
It is the lowest even in the
third world,” he said.

country on “the old brigade

erecycling themselves in

power”.

“I want the conference to
recommend measures that
will stop the recycling of
these category of persons
from further usurpation of
power from the youths ofthis
country. In fact, they should
be banned for life from either
contesting an elective posi-
tion or accepting any leader-
ship appointment in the fu-
ture,” he suggested.

According to him, this
category of individuals were
mostly not interested in be-
queathing a worthy leader-
ship legacy to upcoming gen-
erations.

Hassan also recom-
mended that government
should establish acommittee
for past leaders to be advis-
ing atid guiding incumbents
“honestly and sincerely” in
the interest o f the nation.

Similarly, the youth leader
suggested that government
should pardon those who
looted the country’s treasury
S0 as to encourage them to
repatriate the money home for
national development.

He said that countries in-
cluding the US, Britain,

Traditional institutions, agentsofdisunity

-Shehu Sani

civic rights activist
Aand delegate to the

national conference,
Malam 'Shahu Sani, has de-
scribed the nation’s tradi-
tional institutions as agents
ofdisunity that mustbe done
away with.

“I strongly suggest that
we abolish traditional institu-
tions in this country. They are
agents of disunity. Each time
you have a military coup in
this country they are the first
to pay courtesy calls' Nowa-
days, traditional titles have
become commercialised in
Sani said yes-
terday at the conference.

He claimed that if the in-
stitutions were scrapped, re-

gional and ethnic groups will
also not find place in the na-
tion.

“I1f we will do away with
traditional institutions, all j

these calls by Afenifere, \

Ohaneze Ndigbo (and Arewa ;

Consultative Forum) will that

come to and end,” he said.

Sani also called for com- !
pensation to families ofthose |
who lost their lives in the
struggle for democracy.

He lamented the over-1
crowded prisons in the coun- |
try and called for reform~*1
that sector.

The Kaduna prison, he j
said, was established in 1915 j
for 200 inmates but now con-
tains 2000 prisoners even |
though it has not been ex- j
tended.

Pix: Kennedy Egbonodije.

d leaders

France, Germnamy, Spain, Ja-
pan, Sweden and the Nether-
lands should be prevailed
upon to ban identified corrupt
Nigerian leaders from visiting
or engaging in any form of
business activities with their
citizens.

Hassan explained that the
measure will discourage oth-
ers from looting and transfer-
ring public funds overseas
and help halt the cankerworm
since there would be no safe
ground across the globe for

Weare
functional at
confab -AD

he Alliance fADemoc
racy (AD), delegates to
the ongoing national

political reform conference

(NPRC), said yesterday in
Abuja that they were fiinc-
tional at the event

Speaking against specu-
lations o fbeing expelled from
the NPRC, a delegate of the
party, Priilce Olusegun
Adesegun, announced on
the floor of the conference
that they were never expelled.

“l want to assure AD i
members worldwide that the
party is not only being repre-
sented at this conference, but;
the two delegates have been
making contributions,”
Adesegun said.

The party had nominated |
Alhaji Ibrahim Hassan, aone |
time minister of powar and
steel from Gombe state from
the North and Adesegun |
from the South.

Adesegun emphasised !
“We were never driven
out at any stage of the con-!
ference,” contrary to wide-
spread speculations that the

AD has been absent.

In his contribution @m
general comments on the;
terms of reference of the
NPRC, ChiefAson Bur, are-
tired civil servant from Benue
state, called for the re-intro-
duction ofshort, medium and
long-term economic develop-
ment plans as envisaged by
the late Gen. Sani Abacha to |
reposition the country.
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were going to capture the south-

PDP: Ogbeh’s successor as ‘the last Imam’

J ttwas the |ate Bold lge who
price described the PDP at an
NTA Tuesday live pro-

|gramme anchored by Cyril Stober

as a car with knocked engine.

This wordsmith also described

the AD (the party he belonged)

as a-car without a driver and the
then APP as accidented car. That
was before the political space
|was deregulated and more play-
ers came on board like the down-
ritream sector of the oil industry.

Since the political prophet spoke

and more than five years later

PDP has not been able to sort

out its knocked engine - no as-

sessment of damage, no repairs.

The late Ige saw early enough

that PDP lacked infernal ayhe-

sion. If a car engine kHocks, the

component parts work at cross-

purposes even as all of them are

held together in the metal casing.

| That has been the story of PDP.
The birth of PDP from the

jG 18 and later G34 conception
jistoo familiar to be repeated here.

IThe party is reported to be the

i largest in Africa and also the most

unruly. The outgoing chairman

acknowledged this when he once
described the party as a “rally"

No one successfully controls a

rally. The man on the podium

may shout himself hoax while
those at the fringes engage in
things that catch their fancy.
Why is the PDP so unable
to control its members? The ten-
dencies within the party vary as
|the membership. The party is an
jall comers affair. Being a ‘win-
ning’ party everyone wants t9

n Nigeria, incessant labour re

lated crises continue to chal
Aldenge policy makers, manage-
ment and labour on the feed for
the formulation of better and
more imaginative approaches to
the management of the produc-
tion sector. The fact that labour
related matters very easily as-
sume the character of a crises,
even in spite of the best inten-
tions of the parties involved, is
I” an indication, not bnly of the
need for a change in perception
of labour relations, but also in
the manner in which such rela-
tionships are mediated.

Under present circum-
stances, it is not conceivable that
aproduction arrangement can be
put in place anywhere that is
completely devoid of disagree-
ments between employers and
|lemployees. Indeed, this may
Jnever be possible, realizing the
very nature of human existence.
IBut it is necessary to devise ap-
proaches capable ofdealing with
disagreements before they be-
come a crisis. The capacity of a
Isocio-political and economic
|system to achieve this in mini-
;mum time, and with minimum
lloss in productivity is a direct
Ifunction of the maturity of such
|a system.

In the labour relations
jsphere, Nigeria’s capacity to do
Ithis is limited. The structures for
jmediation, conciliation and arbi-
tration are, in most cases, weak.

Parties to a dispute appear to
|choose at will which arbitration
\ruling to respect, and which to

lignore. This necessitates a change .

lin perception.

It is in this regard that the
|concept of social partnership
[needs to be imljibed as an alter-
native to the adversarial conno-
tation of class analogy. Social
;partnership is a concept that re-
|gards every party in the produc-
tion process as a collaborative
partner in the effort to produce
goods and services. Every party
must be conscious of its duties
and obligations and must fulfil
them, just, as the needs and as-

By Sunny Orumen

belong. Also being an ideologi-
cally hollow party no one
screens anyone beforejoining. If
>0u are a moneybag you readily
find a place in the PDP. The
young Godfathers are evidence
of this. PDP elected representa-
tives have been known to be de-
tained on suspicion ofbeing drug
barons and money launders. Just
recently, PDP-led central govern-
ment organized videg shows to
establish one of their own as a
‘thief’. Yet this is the party that
prides itself as taking Nigeria to
its political promised land.

PDP in the absence ofviable
opposition from outside op-
poses itself. With 28 governors
and more than half of the sena-
tors and representatives at the
national assembly, one would
have expected the party to speak
with one voice. But that is not
to be. If the members are not
planning impeachment, they are
slapping one another. If others
are not abddcting sitting gover-
nors, they as facilitating the dec-
laration of state of emergency in
their home states. The party is
an expert in heating up the Nige-
rian political system because as
the ruling party their so-called
family affair invariably becomes
national headache. It’s only in
the PDP that wild and zany
things would happen and plau-
sible explanation given; ‘family
affair’ is PDP’s euphemism for
crisis.

Like the ambition of the

VO

By Solomon uU. Agidani

pirations of each party must be
provided for. The partnership is
by no means a partnership of
equals. Rather ‘it is one of dis-
tinct groups with differing inter-
ests each ofwhose input and role
is crucial in production. The part-
nership is social in the sense of
being collaboration between or-
ganisation each comprising a
number of individuals.

At bottom, social partner-
ship is a production partnership.
Like other social relations as de-
fined in the political economy
sense, social partnership is a pro-
duction relationship. In a more
fundamental dimension, labour
relations, in general, are produc-
tion relations. Inthemselves, the
character of production relations
is defined by human agents or
social groups. These relations by
nature tend to breed conflict. It
may be a conflict over percep-
tion of expectations, duties and
obligations. It may even be acon-
flict over motives.

Whereas every production
relationship has tendencies for
conflict, not every conflict is,
and ought to be, articulated at
the level of strikes, work stop-
pages and other such means.
However, the way inwhich such
conflicts are perceived and even-
tually hajrdle«klefines the char-
acter of the system in place, and
reflects the effectiveness of its
conflict resolution mechanisms.

Social partnership conceives
of effective conflict resolution
mechanisms. It provides a plat-
form for the resolution of disa-
greements through the process
of social dialogue. The Interna-
tional Labour Organisation pro-
vides a working definition of so-
cial dialogue to include all types
of negotiation, consultation or
simply exchange of information
between representatives of gov-

builders of the bibtical Tower of
Babel, their ambition to rule Ni-
gerian for sixty years may not
materialize after all. 1fanything,
the party has shown that it lacks
the internal cohesion and mecha-
nism to rule Nigeria for that long
especially if elections become
free and fair. The architects and
builders of the Tower of Babel
had a gargantuan ambition to
erect a structure into ‘heaven’
when they knew nothing about
the forces that controlled the
universe. God destroyed their
ambition and put a language bar-
rier amongst them and they went
their separate ways.

PDP is still thriving but this
writer doubts if this party would
manage beyond 2007. Recent
happenings in the party suggest
that they may go the way of the
Tower of Babel. Take zoning for
instance, there is no agreement.
As at today, no one knows where
the next presidential candidate of
PDP would come from. Some
say, they zoned it, others say
they did not. All the geopolitical
zones except the southwest are
going to contest it in 2007. In
fact on this issue, PDP is zoning
to unzone (apology another
wordsmith late K.O Mbadiwe).
And as ifthis is not enough time
bomb, the nation woke up to
hear of letters between the presi-
dent and chairman pf his party.
This writer had stated elsewhere
(Sunday Sun May 2, 2004) in a
short discourse” Umar’s second
letter: fools set stools” that Ni-
gerians don’t write letters when

e for

ernments, employers and work-
ers, on issues of common inter-
est relating to economic and so-
cial policy. In itself, exchange of
information implies no real dis-
cussion or action on the issues
concerned: itis simply an essen-
tial starting point towards more
substantive social dialogue.

Consultation is a means by
which the social partners share
information and engage in more
in-depth dialogue about issues
raised. Negotiation, on the other
hand, involves collective bargain-
ing and policy concertation,
sometimes referred to as social
conceriation. This last aspect
simply means the
codetermination ofpublic policy
by governments, employers and
workers’ organisations, as a mat-
ter of tradition, to address all
major national economic and so-
cial policy issues by seeking con-
sensus.

Traditionally, the actors in-
volved in social dialogue are the
social partners, defined as rep-
resentatives fromemployers’ and
workers’ organisations, with or
without the involvement of gov-
ernment. Bipartite social dia-
logue refers to dialogue between
the social partners while tripar-
tite social dialogue refers to that
among the social partners and
the government. In the bipartite
form, government may be indi-
rectly involved, coming in as
facilitator, mediator, regulator
and law, enforcer. Dialogue may
take place at the national, re-
gional, sectoral or enterprise
level.

Social dialogue is strongly
encouraged and recommended to
countries by the International
Labour Organisation. As a pro-
tagonist, the government is en-
couraged to engage in active so-
cial dialogue with its own em-
ployees, i.e. public sector work-
ers, by respecting the Principles

times are normal.

When private letters leaked
to the press (by who?),.become
too many, something always
happen in our polity. Now the
national chairman ofAfrica’s larg-
est party has tendered his letter
of resignation. The coming
months would determine the di-
rection the rudderless PDP ship
would sail. That this resignation
followed the two-way letters is
pregnant. The letters themselves
did not only remove any shade
of doubt that the PDP is a party
of strange bedfellows, they go
to confirm that the PDP fellows
actually sleep on their bed back-
ing themselves, the height ofen-
mity inany happy family. Things
in the PDP “family’ seem fallen
apart and there is doubt that their
centre would continue to hold!

The ambition of PDP to turn
Nigeria into a one party state
would not also materialize. Ex-
cept the unusual happens, other
interests, alliances and parties
would spring from the ashes of
this party in 2007. This is why
its preposterous for an ideologi-
cally hollow party like PDP to
equate its interest with national
interestjust because they “won”
elections in all the geo-political
zones. When they talk about
zoning in the PDP, they take it
for granted that other parties do
not exist. They are not only irri-
tatingly arrogant; they behave as
though the fate ofNigeria is tied
to the fate of PDP. Before the
2003 elections, a chieftain ofthe
PDP openly boasted that they

west. Capture they did safe for
Lagos state. In Edo State, a gu-
bernatorial candidate said they
were a moving train ready to
, crush any thing on their way.

When they deployed their
foot soldier” to the field in an
‘agbero’ manner, all opposition
ran way for their dear lives. The
rump of the ANPP that dared to
confront the PDP was badly
crushed as threatened. Who talks
about ‘capture’ or ‘crush’ oppo-
nents in democracy if not only
in the PDP? Now if we read the
PDP political barometer right,
the party is about to dislodge it-
self as no other party can dis-
lodge it.

As this article tarried at the
computers, news had it that a
‘new G34’ was planning to meet
ostensibly to discuss the PDP
crisis. My opinion is that this
new G34 is not necessary, ex-
cept they want to replace PDP
with another PDP. It’s hare-
brained to think that another
amalgam ofa group like the new
G34 can foster on the people yet
another party. Nigerians should
not allow themselves to be con-
scripted into any party by any
group no matter how deodorized
its name. Henceforth, parties
should be allowed to evolve. The
old G34, the precursors of the
intended G34 succeeded because
every one wanted the military
out of government. The fertile
ground for the survival ofthe old
G34 is no longer there now. It’s
the view of this writer that only
parties formed by the ideologi-

socla

oflabour Relations (Public Serv-
ice) Convention; 1978 (No.151).
By doing so, it not only pro-
motes bipartite, social dialogue
in the public sector but also helps
establish a culture of dialogue.

It is important for, the, Ni-
gerian government to recognize
workers’ and employers’ organi-
sations as viable partners capa-
ble ofmaking valuable contribu-
tions to economic and social
policy formulation. If the gov-
ernment is unwilling or reluctant
to share its power, and iy it can-
not protect the fundamental
principles mentioned above, so-
cial dialogue cannot flourish.

The country stands to gain a
great deal from institutionalising
the process of social dialogue.
Social dialogue can promote eco-
nomic and social progress and
facilitate policy reforms, which
are sustainable economically and
socially. It can replace
adversarial and confrontational
relationship between labour and
management and bring them to
the negotiation table to talk
about their common interests.
By taking account of the views
of stakeholders in a society, it is
a democratic and legitimate way
ofpolicy making. It may be use-
ful and effective during economic
crises and periods of transition
to ease social tensions and eco-
nomic hardship.

Among the government min-
istries, the promotion of tripar-
tite or bipartite social dialogue is
the responsibility of the Minis-
try of Labour, Employment and
Productivity. . Its role is stipu-
lated in Article 5 (1) of the La-
bour administration Convention,
1978. In fostering tripartite and
bipartite social dialogue the la-
bour ministry should ensure that
social partners enjoy freedom of
association so that employers
and workers are able to state
their views independently.

For industrial peace to be
enhanced, it is imperative for the
Federal Government to demon-
strate commitment to national
social dialogue. Such commit-
ment is very important indeed.
This is for the simple reason that
government’s responsibility in-
cludes setting and implementing
economic policies, which have
wider social implications. Of
particular relevance here are poli-
cies aimed at combating inflation,
maintaining economic growth,
restoring the balance of pay-
ments and reducing unemploy-
ment. Effective dialogue with the
social partners may help govern-
ment stave off the worst conse-
quences of social unrest arising
from disaffection over these
measures.

Social partners, i.e. workers’
and employers’, organisations,
should transcend the narrow
question of wage increase and
think more in broader terms. For
effective participation, Nigeria’s
labour leadership especially,
should enhance their understand-
ing ofbroad economic and social
policy issues. Effective social
dialogue requires social partners
to be able to engage in in-depth
discussions on various macro and
micro economic issues, which go
far beyond traditional work-re-
lated issues.

Certainly, against the back-
ground of frequent labour dis-
putes, there is the need for all
parties in the labour sector in
Nigeria to re-assess their ap-
proach .For a harmonious rela-
tionship with labour, govern-
ment and other employers should
re-evaluate their perception of la-
bour. It does not encourage in-
dustrial peace to view labour as
agroup ofprofessional agitators,
conceits and saboteurs whose
sole reason for existence is to
paralyse the economy by con-
fronting employers over trifles.
Neither does it help the process

cally like-minded would endure.
The new G34 is a waste of time,
energy and scarce resources.
Their efforts would come to
nought.

Back to the PDP, no one can
predict exactly what would hap-
penin 2007. What is certain from
the current happening in the rul-
ing party is that the party will
soon become a dinosaur in the
Nigerian political space. If that
happens, the ambition to rule for
sixty years or more would be cut
short like the impromptu resig-
nation ofthe outgoing chairman.”
As PDP fades from the Nigerian
political scene, it’s difficult to
say under whose chairmanship
the party reached its zenith. Its
graph started descending from
chief Solomon Lar’s tenure
through chief Gemade’s and as-
suming sharp gradient during
chief Ogbeh’s. Ogbeh probably
wanted a sensational exit. Oth-
erwise this eloguent speaker,
knowing Obasanjo should have
learnt from the African saying
that you don’t abuse an alligator
until you have safely crossed the
river. He mistook an ocean for a
brook and sadly tested it with
both feet. Ogbeh the scholar may
have read lbrahim Tahir’s sensa-
tional novel ‘The last Imam’. If
he didn’t, it’s a must for his sue
cessor who may be the last chair-
man of the party called ‘People
Deceive People’ (PDP).

Dr. Sunny Orumen writes
from Specialist Hospital’
BauchL and can be reached at
soakbigbe (dyahoo.com)

of social dialogue for labour to
be perceived as constituting an
opposition party or movement,
intent on either supplanting gov
emment, or on creating their con
ditions for the supplanting of
government.

Ofcourse, there may well be
certain neo-communist tenden-
cies within labour. But now this
must be the lunatic fringe, and
cannot be said to represent, in
any way or form, the dominant
current within the labour move-
ment. With this in mind, govern-
ment and other employers should
not be averse to a viable labour
force, conscious, not only of its
obligations, but also ofits expec-
tations.

For social dialogue to pro-
ceed in any meaningful way, la-
bour must purge itselfof the ex-
tremely simplistic tendency to
regard every step by government
and other employers as exploita-
tive, and oppressive, or armed
at destroying labour. Social part-
nership makes no provision for
such extreme ideological hango-
vers like exploitation. Every
partner is a beneficiary of the
“relationship. Where grievances
arise, they should be tabled for
dialogue.

Labour should also avoid at
titudes that may be construed as
competing with government for
loyalty of the public. This may
lead to mistrust of labour inten-
tions.

Nigeria is still going through
difficulties associated ‘with
every formative stage. Some of

« Bhe country’s structures and in-

stitutions, where they exist, are
weak and poorly developed.
Others are still undergoing the
process of formulation. As a
matter of fact, the country is still
a work in progress.

Hon. Solomon U. Agidani
(Represents Apa/Agatu Federal
Constituency in the National
Assembly.
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MASSOB as
storm In atea cup

e Movement for''the
Actualisation of the
Sovereign State of

Biafra has of late been
news with its apparent quest
to secede from the Nigerian
federation. They have come
up with the defiinct Biafra’s
currencies, flags and a
standing armless military. Of
concern is that political office-
holders who will take the
mantle of leadership of the
resurfacing republic have been
selected on exile.

To make their ambition
more realistic, they have/or
claim to have offices in the US,
the UK and other developed
countries. And to make itmore
authentic, the organi-sation
says it has a link with the
presumed world liberator,
George Bush of the US. That
buttressed why his re-election
was celebrated in the south-
east, and among the engineers
ofBiafra, as it could have been
in Texas State in America.
According to them, Nigeria is
the next country for Bush to
‘disentangle’ in his quest to
bring freedom to the world.

At any rate, there is a
forum to think that MASSOB
is a gamble. And that is to ask
the fundamental questions: is
the movement the mouthpiece
of a greater number of south-
easterners? Or, how is the
movement encompassing
among Igbos in the diaspora.

Tomymind MASSOB isa
conglomerate ofpolitically and
economically  frustrated
southeasterners. Without
mincing words, the arrow head
of Biafra is Dim Emeka
Odemegwu Ojukwu: thank
God he is still hale and hearty.

TUp"omtiMSW,"theTIkerba,as
he is called, is still a mentor to
many south-eastemers, more

inghpecially the youths. He

deserves it because of his
pragmatic antecedents:
consider his being the possible
youngest pejpon to go to cell
after slapping a colonial
teacher; consider his being a
son ofa millionaire but vowed
not to be under his direct
control  that was why he
chose to read history, instead
of law his father dictated to
him; even after graduation, he
refused to work in offices his
father wanted him, including
in the colonial administration,
rather he joined the army
where his father would have
little influence upon him. That
isthe little of Ojukwu.

On the issue of Biafra,
Ojukwu’s stance is like on the
fence. Although he at times
makes remarks in the support
of MASSOB, he is more a
Nigerian. If he is pro-Biafra
indeed, why is he much
interested in becoming
Nigeria’s president? And why
does he preach true federalism
which is the thrust of his
Because FAm Involved!

Apart from Ojukwu, why
is it that none of the Igbos or
south-eastemers favoured by
the current democratic
dispensation isa card carrying
member of the organisation?
Against this backdrop,
MASSOB should rather be
seen as a movement reacting
to maladministration: both at
the federal and state levels.
That is the political angle.

The economic aspect is
poverty. My first encounter
with some of the members of

"MASSOB was early this year
when they accosted me to
obtain the identity card of the
‘resurfacing republic’ at an
exorbitant cost. In their words,
‘it is to identify those who
fought the last battle’. My
investigation revealed that the
champions of the course are
unemployed youths, mostly
graduates, who ‘have fought
in every battalion and consoled
no soul’; as such they try to
make a living out of the
‘contused’moment.

But who thinks that
secession ofBiafrawill right the
wrongs of Igbo race, and the
south-eastemers generally? A
moment of introspection
shows vividly that every state
in the defunct Biafran Republic
isout ofkilter. Assuming Biafra
is regained, it will be militia all
through. Who will be the
unanimous president or
governors who have not saved
enough vendettas to avenge
for years before tangible
development starts to take
place? And who will accept
defeat after elections which will
never be free and fair?

All said and done, cry for
sovereignty across the nation,
notonly Biafra, isacry forgood
governance: free education, not
increment of hostel
accommodation; em-ployment,
not retrench-ment and graphical
empower-ment; and free and fair
elections, so that every body
could have a say. It is still safer
to remain one Nigeria, than
casting our faith in the wind:
after all, a known devil is better
than an unknown angel.
ChineduAroh, 77, BanaStreet,
Chika, Airport Road, Abuja.

read with excitement the

declaration made by the

Presidential Adviser on

Legal
Matters, ChiefOjo Maduekwe
in the Vanguard edition of
Monday January 312005 titled
‘2007: No dark horse as
President’.

To me as a person, a dark
horse is better than a known
horse in the Nigerian political
environment. Known horses-
are those who have perfected
the art of robbing the
emasculated citizens of their
country, those who sing of
democratic dividends when

lining up developmental,

infrastructures in their geo-
political zone; those who crush
tribal militias, in other geo-
political zones while encoura-
ging their own tribal militias to
unleash terror on others; those
who see their constituency as
limited to their tribe by buying
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Re: 2007: No dark horse as Presiclent

up the economy with their ill-
gotten wealth; those who rule
by precepts and not by
examples: the unteachable who
arrogate absolute knowledge to
themselves and above all, the
lawless who obey the law only
when the courts rule in their
favour.

The NigerBridge, one ofthe
legacies bequeathed to
Nigerians by the Sir Abubakar
Tafawa Balewa administration
long before General Olusegun
Obasanjo was commissioned
into the Nigerian Army, is
vibrating and collapsing. Did |
hear the honorable Minister of
Works, Senator Ogunsewe very
well? He told Nigerians that it
will cost about N50 billion to
rehabilitate the bridge and that
the country did not have such
resources now unless the

NEPA, please give
Miringa transformer

lease allow me space in
our widely read
Newspaper to appeal

to NEPA
district and Biu Local
government Zonal Head-
quarters, to come to the
rescue of Miringa town
with an additional trans-
former, in order to enhance
the current power supply in
the town.

The area has been
experiencing low voltage
and power fluctuation for
a long period of time, at
least for the past three to
four years now and this has
a negative effect on the
area.

Here, the need is to
alleviate the suffering of
the people, by providing
them with an additional

in Maidug

transformer. | believe if
this opportunity has been
rovided, they will be
dppy, and also the rate of
unemployment will dras-
tically reduce, because
Miringa is a very large
town where we have a lot
of enterprises managed by
the youths but they have
been discouraged due to
the power failure.
Musa Salihu Kachallah
Gwarinpa Village,
Gwarinpa Estate, Abuja.

project was privatized. No
mention was made ofthe second
Niger Bridge which has been in
the cooler for decades.

In the so-called egalitarian
society such as ours, it*is
pleasing to watch the President
announcing the establishment of
aUSS70billion Liquefied Natural
Gas project in Ogun State, his
own home state which has no
depositofgas. Thisis inaddition
toanother LNG project for Ondo
earlier announced by NNPC
Group Managing Director, Eng.
Funsho Kupolokun.

How would the Federal
Government finance its own
quota to the above gigantic
projectswhen there isno money
torehabilitate Niger Bridge?

The only inference one
would draw here is that the
proceeds ofthe disappeared M T
African Pride (African Disgrace)
and othervessels arrested for oil
bunkering will be ploughed back
to execute these world-class
projects initiated by Nigeria’s,
Petroleum Minister and
Commander in Chief.

My humble advice to
Nigerians, therefore, is that in
their search for a successor for
General Olusegun Obasanjo,
they should look for a genuine
detribalized Nigerian, a dark
horsewhowillbewillingto learn
and heed to reasonable advice
In our quest for a successor,
General Obasanjo should notbe
allowed to nominate one for.

Johnson Emegbusom

No. 47, Conakry Street,

WuseZone 4, Abuja

Reactions to articles published in
this paper may be directed to the
editor via the email address:
editor@dailytrust. com



armers have been

F called upon to

consider community

I plantation development

| scheme initiated by various

| governments, as a fast

| approach towards increased
food production .

The director ofAgriculture

j »n the Akwa lhom state

From Edet Ekanem,
Correspondent Uyo

Ministry of Agriculture, Mr.
Patrick B. Effiong, made the
call yesterday at the
presentation of awards of
excellence to the best farmers
o0f31 local government areas
of Akwa Ibom state held at

the state’s library complex in
Uyo.

The director, who also
served as a guest speaker at
the occassion, said the
community plantation
development scheme is such
a valuable scheme that can
generate vital export oriented

Nigeria’s rice
Importation drops

s Nigeria recorded

Areduction in rice

importation, 52

varieties ofthe crop had been

| developed for wvarious

ecological zones to boost
: production. *

Agriculture Minister
Adamu Bello told newsmen in
Abuja at the weekend that the
education in importation
meant that rice production
was growing in the country.

The presidential initiative
on food security targeted that
rice importation should drop
in December, he said.

He explained that 1.2 million
metric tons was imported
down from 2 million metric
tons imported three years ago.

“The Presidential

Empowering localfarmers with improved seedlings and new technology will enhancefrod safe”

and security in Nigeria.

Committee on rice
production has developed 52
varieties of rice for various
ecological zones,” he said.
Bello explained that the
federal government has
dccided that mechanisation
should be central in its
agriculture policy.
“Government is buying
tractors in tftilk and selling
to farmers at 25 per cent
discount,” he said.
Agriculture generated 40
per cent of the country's
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP), the minister said.
Other initiatives of the
government for food security
were the development of
fisheries, dairies, beef and
vegetable oil.

cash crops as well as revenue
to the farmer as on individual
and the country as a whole.

He said the involvement of
youth in the scheme will assist
them to be gainfully
employed, stressing that
youth restiveness Will
decrease when production is
in a full gear.

Mr. Effiong noted that in
Akwa Ibom state, for
instance, since the inception
of the scheme by the state
government, 293 communities
in 30 local government areas
across the state planted 1,500
hectares of oil palm with
Ibiono Ibom local government
area having the highest
participation.

He further stated that 15
communities in 8 local areas
planted 142 hectares of
rubber with the local
government area having the
highest participation, while 28
communities in 5 local
government areas planted 86
hectares of cocoa with Ini
LGA having the highest
participation.

He séid following the
successful implementation of
the scheme in the state, many
communities have been
attracted to the programme
with a total application for 400
hectares of oil palm from
different communities in 24
local government areas; 317
hectares of rubber from
communities in 9 local
government areas and 220
hectares of cocoa from
communities in 7 local
government areas.

The director called on
communities that have
unencumbered land to benefit
from government’s assistance
for operations like clearing
and felling, planting of oil
palm seedlings, cocoa
seedlings and slumps e.t.c.
with free fertilizers and sprays
against any outbreak of
pests.

A speech delivered by Dr.
Solomon Abasiekong, Rector,
Akwa Ibom state College of
Agriculture, Obio Akpa, on
the theme: “The Role of
Youths in Agricultural

Development in Nigeria”,
maintained that with the
physical characteristics of
youths and their behavioural
pattern to the realistic nature
ofagriculture, success will be
achieved.

Dr. Abasiekong aigued that
the youths should consider
themselves as qualified for
supply of specialised
workforce, acquisition and
application ofnew skills and

technologies required for ;

today’s agriculture, research
and future development in
agriculture to cope with
expanding population and
bringing about agricultural
industrial development in
Nigeria.

Earlier in his address, the
Akwa Ibom state chairman,
Youth in Agriculture, Prince
Michael Etim Ekanem, said
since the inception of the
organisation in 2003, it has not
only widened the economic
base of Akwa Ibom state
through mechanised farming
as opposed to the primitive
practices applied by aged, but
has also supported
government’s effort.

Thousands of cassava-farming families in rural areas in Nigeria have seen a big yielding
differences in using new technology.

Adamawa set to boost
L E9£9* production

I Development
Committee (NCDC) is

set to enhance production in
Adamawa, says Chief Mike
Oghiadomhe, the chairman of
its sub-committee on
sensitisation.

Oghiadomhe, who is also
the Edo State deputy
governor, explained that the
committee would focus, on
Adamawa interms oftraining
and support for cocoa

tanners.

“My sub-committee will do
everything possible to give
the best training to cocoa
farmers in the state to
enhancc their production
capacity,” he announced*tn
'tola.

Oghiadomhe asked the
targeted fanners to embrace
cocoa production as a means
ofimproving their incomes.
W{,—|e lauded the federal

government for its real to
develop cocoa farming,
noting that the Adamawa
government needed to play
acomplementary role.

The NCDC’s2S®5training
sessions, currently taking
place in Yola, is aimed as
giving farmers the skills for
preparing seedlings, cocoa
processing and ways of
accessing funds for cocoa
production.
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UN urges Ethiopia, Eritrea over

border impasse.

he UN Security Cou-
ncil urged Eritrea and
Ethiopia to end a long

neighbours, which has killed
more than 70,000 people,
began in May 1998 when Ethi-
opia accused Eritrea of inva-
ding Badme.

InNovember Ethiopia fin-

deadlock over their diSpLgﬁ(;/ accepted the ruling in

boundary and let an indepe-
ndentcommission get thejob
done of marking it out.
A resolution adopted
unanimously by the 15-nation
council renewed a call to both
sides “to cooperate fully and
promptly with the Boundary
Commission and to create the
necessary conditions for
demarcation to proceed expe-
ditiously.”
The resolution also exte-
nded for six more months, until
i Sept. 15, the mandate of the
j UN peacekeeping mission in
the region, which patrols a 15-
I mile-(25-km-)wide bufferzone
I'set up along the 600-mile
: frontier separating the north-
east African neighbors.
Under a December 2000
peace deal ending a two-year
borderwar, Ethiopia and Erit-
j reaagreed to accept the com-

mission’s eventual conclu-
msions on where the border
i should lie.

The commission issued
its findings in April 2002 and
Eritrea fully accepted them.
But the process of marking
out the new boundary on the
ground broke down after
Ethiopia objected that the
western town of Badme was
in Eritrean territory.

The war between the two

180.000 died
In Darfur-UN

t least 180,000 people
may have died in
Sudan’s Darfur region

ver the past 18 mon?ﬂ

according to the United Nati-
ons’top emergency reliefoffi-
cial.

Jan Egeland said the fig-
ure refers to victims ofillness
and malnutrition and excl-
udes those who have been
killed in the ethnic violence.

The UN previously gave
an estimate of 70,000 non-
conflict deaths.

Pro-govemmentmilitia are
accused ofkilling and raping
villagers and driving two
million from their homes.

The UN has not put a
figure on violent deaths in the
region.

An average of 10,000
people have died each month
over the past year-and-a-half
from disease and other preve-
ntable causes, the emergency
reliefchiefsaid.

“It could be just as well
more than 200,000 [over 18
months] but I think 10,000 a
month... is a reasonable
figure,” Mr Egeland told AFP
news agency.

Last year, the World Hea-
Ith Organisation said it belie-
ved 10,0000 people had died
each month from March to
October, mostly from disease
and some from random
violence in camps.

Amnesty International’s
best estimate for how many
may have died from violence
since the conflict began -
taking into account attacks on
hundreds of villages - was
50.000 as of last month.

principle but said it wanted
dialogue on how to implement
it in the estimated 15 percent
of the border ti»flt is conte-
ntious.

Diplomats from major
powers said negotiations
would go against both coun-
tries’ promise to be bound by
the ruling.

The UN resolution expr-
essed concern over Ethio-
pia’s recent deployment of
troops in the buffer zone as
well as its ongoing rejection
of “significant parts” of the
boundary'.

Italso expressed disappo-
intment in Eritrea’s refusal to
deal with the UN special en-
voy for Ethiopia and Eritrea,
former Canadian Foreign
Minister Lloyd Axworthy,
whose efforts it said “repre-
sent a concrete opportunity
for both parties to move the
peace process forward.”

resident Yoweri
I Museveni of Uganda
has told Somali

warlords that peacekeeping
troops will be deployed with
or without their permission.
Museveni was speaking
at the Intergovernmental
Authority on Development
(IGAD) workshop aimed at
drawing deploymentplansibr
the peace support mission.
“We have to deploy
whether they (warlords)
agree or not. They are holding
nine million people hostage,
many years have we lost
in Somalia? Itiseither 14 Or 15

and this must stop,”
MusSveni said in an
impassioned appeal at
Entebbe Resort Hotel
yesterday.

Daily Trust
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Eritrean ambassador to Nigeria, Daniel

Ugandawarns Somali warlords

Defence officials anid
ministers from several East
African countries are meeting
in Entebbe to map out the
Somalia peacekeeping
mission which Uganda’s
UPDF is proposing to be part
of.

“Here in Uganda we have
had a lot of problems we
fought with Sudan and
Mobutu and never called the
United Nations to help us; we
solved all these problems
ourselves,” he said.

Museveni slammed the
UN and European Union as
failures in solving African
problems.

“l do not remember any
positive change in Africa
brought about by the UN or
Europe,” said Museveni.

Landmines affect one million
Mozambicans-iteports

bout 914,000 Mozam-
bicans, in 267 settlem-
ents, are still affected

by the threat of anti-penrﬁﬂ-eS r

nnel land mines, according to
the government’s National
Demining Institute (IND).

In its plan of demining
priorities for 2005, the IND
noted that the most heavily
mined areas are in the south
ofthe country. There are 551
areas suspected of contai-
ning minefields: ofthese 140
(over 25 per cent) are in the
southern province of Inha-
mbane.

.The-second most heavily
mmed province is Maputo
with 99 probable minefields,
followed by the central
province of Manica with 57.
Niassa, in the far north, only
has 19 areas believed to be
mined.

It is impossible to say
how many mines are still
buried in Mozambique. At the
end of the war of destabil-
isation in 1992, neither the
government army nor the
Renamo rebels were able to
present detailed maps of
where they had laid mines.

Furthermore, mines from
earlier conflicts still pose a
threat - last year many of the
emoved from Mueda
and Nangade districts, near
the Tanzanian border, had
been laid by the Portuguese
army during the war for
Mozambican independence
inthe 1960s and early 1970s.

Nobody knows exactly
how many mines were buried
in Mozambique. The guess of
“two million”, used regularly
inthe 1990s, is clearly a gross
exaggeration. Last year, 12.1
million square metres were
cleared, and 18,539 mines
were removed and destroyed
(plus 2,712 other items of
unexploded ordnance).

Under the Ottawa treaty
outlawing anti-personnel
mines, Mozambique has until
2009 to complete demining
operations, and become a
country free of land mine's.

The areas suspected of
containing mines come to a
total 0f246.19 million square
metres. At the current pace
this area cannot all be cleared
by 2009.

“Thave no speech but I'm
speaking from my experience
it’s a shame for one of the
ancient races to suffer for so
long while Africa is looking
on,” he added.

Museveni who is curr-
ently the IGAD chairman
seemed letdownbyihe spged
and drawbacks in the seven-
day meeting called for a
positive solution for the
Somalia.

“l want to talk to the Som-
ali transitional government
I’'m told they are also there
confused,” he said

Countries from the Inter-
Govemmental Authority on
Development (IGAD) have
expressed the will to send
stabilising troops to the war-
torn Somalia but seem still
bogged down a mandate and
sources of funding. Ministers
and defense experts were last
evening slated to sign a
communique but had not by
press time. The communique
will include the deployment
plan, troop contributing
countries and size of the
mission.

The AU has authorised
IGAD countries: Uganda,
Kenya, Somalia, Sudan,
Ethiopia, Eritrea and Djibouti
to send an interim force to
Mogadishu to help Somalia’s
transitional government
relocate there from exile.

Some Somali clans and
Islamic court leaders have
vowed to resist any foreign
troops. Some protestors said
they would resist forces from
Ethiopia and Djibouti.

Warlords in the country
are divided on the deploy-
ment, which has already met
fierce opposition from the
Somali Islamic cleric.

Somalia plunged into
chaos after the fall of Presi-
dent Mohamed Siad Barre in
1991. Since last October,
Somalia has adopted political
institutions president, gover-
nment, and parliament but the
latter remain in Nairobi for
security reasons.
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Sudan criticises
US.over sactions

he Sudan has cast
doubts on US commit-
ment to peace, critici-

Elkanah Chawai, Reporter
(Foreign Desk)

sing renews sanctions imé"peace agreement,” the

osed on itand championed by
the US through the United
Nationals Security Council.
According to a statement
signed by Salih Elkronki ofthe
Sudanese embassy in Abuja,
after president Bush’s const-
ructive engagement policy
which led to great success for
the America diplomacy in
Sudan, US anti-terrorism
partnership with Sudan and
efforts to quell the conflict
between the government of
Sudan and the Southern
rebels, US has not delivered
on its promises of lifting the
unilateral economic and trade
sanctions on Sudan.
“Sudanese people have
been waiting for the US to
deliver on its promises of
lifting the unilateral economic
and trade sanctions, norma-
lising bilateral relations and
rallying the international
community to help reconst-
ruction ofthe country that has
been haunted by war ...
unfortunately, the US is so
busy these days instead to
impose even harsher package
of sanctions through the UN
security council on the very
eve of the implementation of

statement stated.

“The efforts led by the US
to impose new sanctions on
Sudan make one wonder
whether this is recipe for
peace making or peace sab-
otage,” it continued.

The statement said that
the international community
has never exceeded 50 per !
cent ofthe real needs ofhum-
anitarian aid to Sudan, add- |
ing that more funds is needed |
especially for the deployment |
of the African Union troops
mandated by the security j
council to bring about peace |
ofwhich only one third ofthe |
force has been deployed.

It added that AU troops ;
are capable of keeping peace !
in Sudan iffunds are available m
and rejected any foreign |
intervention in Sudan.

“We strongly believe that!

all those who com mitted*"k
crimes against humanity~»

should face justice with no
room for impunity. Nevert- j
heless, justice to millions of
Sudanese should occupy the j
front seat because it repre- j
sents the only prerequisite to
peace in Darfur,” the state-
ment added.,

World courthears DR Congo’sfirstcase

Tudges atthe International

I Criminal Court in The

Hague held their first
hearing yesterday.

The session focused on
the inquiry into war crimes
allegedly committed in the
Democratic Republic of
Congo (DRC),

The hearing is the first
time thejudges are to consider
formally a specific war crimes
investigation.

The International Criminal
Court (ICC) isthe world’s first
permanenttribunal for trying
cases involving genocide,
war crimes and crimes against
humanity.

The court came into exist-
ence nearly three years ago,
despite strong opposition
from the US Washington said
it fears its troops could
become the target of politi-
cally motivated prosecutions.

Judges at Tuesday’s ses-
sion plan to discuss issues
related to the protection of
victims and witnesses and the
preservation of evidence.

The chief prosecutor,
Luis Moreno Ocampo, ope-
ned the first official investi-
gation last year into alleged
mass Kkillings, rapes and
torture in the DRC.

Last week, he challenged
the judges’ authority to hold
this hearing.

But they dismissed his
objections to a request to
hand over confidential ck*u-
ments, which he said would
threaten the impartiality ofthe
court.

The procedural hearing
will be held in closed session
with no members ofthe press
or public allowed to attend.

‘It is expected that this so-
called status conference will
set the tone for hearings in

other investigations, such as
the ongoing inquiry into
alleged atrocities in Uganda.

..(Ives ultimatum
to rebels

e United Nations has
given rebel militias in
the Democratic Repu-

blic ofCongo’s north-eastern
Ituri region two weeks to give |
up their weapons.

MONUC head William j
Lacy Swing did not say what j
action would be taken against
militias if they failed to
comply.

The UN force has step-
ped up its operations in Ituri
since nine Bangladeshi peac-
ekeepers were killed by milit-
iamen last month.

More than 50,000 people
have died in ethnic violence
there since 1999.

“They have two weeks to,
disarm. After that, we will
see,” said Mr Swing, after visi-
ting peacekeepers in the area.

Two weeks ago peacek-;
eepers killed at least 50 militia
members in a fierce battle.

“Wewill continue to work j
with those that we think we |
can work with. But we will
take out those that are refu-j
sing to cooperate,” a senior
UN official told Reuters news |
agency

The UN mission has
16,700 soldiers, making it the
largest peacekeeping mission
in the world.

MONUC has faced criti-
cism for doing too little, too
late to end the conflict in
eastern DR Conga

Some UN peacekeepers
have also been caught up in
a sexual scandal - accused of
sexually exploiting refugees in
their care.
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pital, four days’after a
follow-up operation to his
quadruple heart bypass
surgery six months ago.

Mr. Clinton, 58, had fluid
and scar tissue removed

| under general anaesthetic at
aNew York hospital.

He will continue fiis
recovery at home, a spokes-
man for New York Presby-
terian Hospital/Columbia
University Medical Centre
said.

Mr. Clinton said he hoped
to return to work within about
a month.

His wife, Senator Hillary
Rodham Clinton, accompa-

ormer US President Bill
FCIinton has left hos-

Jackson

he teenage boy who
has accused Michael
Jackson of sex

abuse has admitted telling a
former teacher he Jiad never
been molested by the US
singer.

Fifteen-year-old Gavin
Arvizo returned to the stand
for cross-examination by
Mr Jackson’s lawyers on
Monday.

Last week the court in
Santa Maria, California,
heard the boy’s account of
how the alleged abuse took
place.

The singer, who denies
all charges, “was in court for
the first time since his late
arrival last week with back
pain.

During intensive cross-
examination by Mr.
Jackson’s lead lawyer,
Thomas Mesereau, Gavin
conceded he had told a
former teacher that nothing
inappropriate had happened
between him and the singer.

Apparently reading from
a transcript of the interview,
Mr. Mesereau quoted the
teacher, Jeffrey Alpert, as
saying: “Look at me, look
at me... | can’t help you
unless you tell me the truth
- did any of this happen?”

Gavin acknowledged
from the witness stand his
answer at the time -
apparently just after a 2003
documentary which
sparked the investigation
into Mr. Jackson - had been
“no”.

“l told Mr. Alpert he
[Michael Jackson] didn’t do

anything to me,” the
teenager said.

Mr. Mesereau drew
attention to numerous

disciplinary problems the
teenager had had at John

Tiustinitema

World Report

Cllnton goes homLe OddWorld
after heart

nied him from the hospital to
his home in Chappaqua,
about 40 miles (65km) north
ofNew York.

“I’'m glad to be ljpme and
look forward to getting back
to work,” Mr. Clinton said.

The former president said
he, Mrs. Clinton and their
daughter Chelsea were “very
grateful to the medical team
that cared for me at the hospi-
tal, and we deeply appreciate
all the prayers and good
wishes we’ve received in
recent days”.

The Clintons said they
were grateful for people’s
messages  support

In a complication arising
in only a fraction of cases,

scar tissue had formed as a
result of fluid build-up,
causing a compression ofthe
left lung and some discomfort
to Mr. Clinton.

Doctors at the hospital
said the four-hour procedure
had not been “medically
urgent” and Mr. Clinton’s
activities had not contributed
to his condition.

He is expected to make a
full recovery and had already
started to walk around his
hospital room, his office said
on Monday.

The former president
underwent quadruple bypass
surgery in September after
complaining of suffering
pains in his chest and

breathing difficulties.

Doctors said he had been
inimminent danger ofa major
heart attack before that
operation

IVr. Bill Clinton,farmer USpresident

boy denies being abused

Burroughs Middle School,
where Mr. Alpert was the
dean.

Gavin admitted he had
been disruptive, rarely did

Michael Jackson

homework and regularly
argued with his teachers.

The BBC correspondent
in Santa Maria said Mr.
Mesereau spent the day
trying to highlight apparent
discrepancies in Gavin’s
evidence. .a

In what were often testy
exchanges, the boy denied
changing his story to police
about the timing of the
alleged abuses,
correspondent says.

Mr. Jackson arrived 15
minutes early for
proceedings on Monday,
wearing a red coat with a
black arm band.

On Thursday, the singer

triggered a threat of arrest
by the judge when he
arrived late, awearing
pyjamas and slippers.

In a statement, Mr.

Jackson’s defence said he
had been taken to a hospital
for treatment for a severe

back problem after tripping
and falling over while
getting dressed.

Later on Thursday,
Gavin Arvizo described
how the alleged abuse took
place in the singer’s
bedroom at his Neverland
ranch in 2003.

The teenager said he and
Mr Jackson were in bed
together and that, after
asking the boy lots of
questions about sex, Mr.
Jackson had put his hand
down Gavin’s pyjama
bottoms and touched him.

He also described
consuming various kinds of
alcoholic drinks - including
vodka, wine and brandy -
with the star.

On Friday, the court
heard legal arguments in
which prosecutors sought
access to Mr. Jackson’s
financial records, claiming
he has debts of $300m
(£156m) and faces liabilities
of $400m (£208m) by the
end of the year.

Mr. Jackson denies 10
charges including child
abuse and false imprison-
ment. If found guilty, he
could face a 21-year prison
sentence.

‘Russia
offered $10m to
M askhadov killer’

ussia’s  security
service sad it paid a
$10m (£5.2m) bounty

for information that led to the
killing o fChechen rebel leader
Aslan Maskhadov.

The service “was
approached by citizens who
gave the necessary data” on

his whereabouts, a
spokesman told the AFP
news agency.

Maskhadov was killed
last week in Chechnya, when
Russian troops located a
bunker where he was hiding.

Russia offered a $10m
reward for his capture in 2004.
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Parliament deliberate
on ant invasion

long with such weighty issues as an anti-secession law and a
leadership transition, China’s parliament also weighed the
Ihreat of invasion — by red ants.

Ho®g Kong has been battling to stop the spread of the ants,
whose fiery sting can be fatal to humans, since they were first found
in the southern territory in January.

Then the insects were found to have moved north into the
neighboring province of Guangdong.

"Prompt, effective measures should be taken to stop hazardous
red fire ants from making inroads into north China where the national
capital of Beijing is located,” Xinhua news agency quoted a delegate
to parliament as saying on Sunday

Zhang Zhongning proposed thorough border checks to keep the
ants from marching into the heart of Beljing.

“The fire ants can bring huge damage to cropland and electrical
wires,” said Zhang, a scientist from the Institute of Zoology under
the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

The Agriculture Ministry lists fire ants as one of 85 destructive
pests that have prompted import quarantine checks.

Zhang called for quarantine controls to be tightened to resist the
invasion.

“The pests are likely to survive in south, east, central and
southwestern China and some areas in North China,” he said.

The red fire ant, which originated in South America, has defied
efforts to stamp it out in Australia and the United States.

Pay with your fingerprint at the supermarket

ustomers of a German supermarket chain will soon be able to
C pay for their shopping by placing their finger on a scanner at

g the check-out, saving the time spent scrabbling for coins or
cards.

An Ldcka store in the southwest German town of Ruelzhcim
has piloted the technology since November and now the company
plans to equip its stores across the region.

“All customers need do is register once with their identity card
and bank details, then they can shop straight away," said store manager
Roland Fitterer.

The scanner compares the shopper’s fingerprint with those stored
in its database along with account details.

Edeka bosses said they were confident the system could not be
abused.

Police cart away Chiluba’s cfoths, shoes

-Zambian president Frederick Chiluba has hit out angrily after
undreds of his shirts, suits and shoes were seized from a
Eyarehouse at the-wcekend.
former head of state, with a taste for expensive designer
suits, said the raid in Lusaka was a calculated attempt to “disgrace
and humiliate” him.

Police suspect the clothes were bought using government funds
and believe the ex-president hid them at the warehouse.

But Mr. Chiluba said his new home was too small for all his
belongings.

“What they have done is to bring my underpants out to the
general public,” Mr. Chiluba told reporters.

Mr. Chiluba said anti-graft investigators were persecuting him'

“It is sad that the fight against corruption is being reduced to
discussing suits, shirts, ties and, shoes. Zambians know me and
know that i have always dressed very well from the 1960s,” he said.
“They also want to bring me into ridicule and make the ease look like
it is similar to [Imelda] Marcos of the Philippines,” he added.

The BBC correspondent said this is the latest ofiscveral seizures
of properties that the former president has gone through.

Motor vehicles and buildings both in Zambia and Europe have
already been seized in the past.

His handpicked successor, President Levy Mwanawasa, has been
pursuing an anti-corruption drive against Mr, Chiluba’s former
government.

Mr, Mwanawasa said that he would grant a presidential pardon
to Mr. Chiluba ifhe admitted the allegations ofcorruption and returned
75% of the cash he allegedly stole.

Mr. Chiluba has consistently denied corruption charges, saying
they are politically motivated.

Mussolini sgranddaughteron hunger strike

e granddaughter of Italian wartime dictator Benito Mussolini
went on hunger strike on Monday after being barred from next
month’s regional elections over signature forgeries.
lessandra Mussolini, founder of the far-right Social Alternative

movement, is appealing the ban in a Rome court.

More than 800 signatures on her petition to stand in the election
for president of Lazio region have been declared false. The list
allegedly includes names ofthe dead and others whose existence was
dubious, such as people who gave their birth date as Feb. 31.

Mussolini abandoned the right-wing National Alliance party after
its leader, and current foreign minister, Gianfranco Fini paid a visit to
Israel and publicly condemned her grandfather. Fini’s gesture
symbolically cut the party’s ties to fascism.

Mussolini, a formeraspiring actress and model who defends her
grandfather, accused the sitting president of the Lazio region,
Francesco Storace ofthe National Alliance, ofengineering the forgery

Todraw attention to her case, Mussolini stopped eating, although
she admitted she was unprepared for the ordeal which lay ahead. “1
had stomach pain yesterday, so 1didn’treally eat enough beforehand,”
she told Reuters. “I’m anxious, nervous over this scandal.”

Mussolini said she would stay on hunger strike until a decision
is made on her appeal, expected later this week.

Storace shrugged off accusations that he was behind her
disqualification. “Who’s she against on this hunger-strike? Those
who figured out the tricks and irregularities,” Storace said in an
interview with left-leaning newspaper la Repubblica.
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Egyptian president holdstalks in Syria T

in gathering good intelligent&ynomic

e presidents of Egypt
and Syria have been
meeting for

unscheduled talks in
Damascus, amid intense
pressure on Syria over its role
in Lebanon:

Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak met Syria’s Bashar
al-Assad at a hilltop palace
overlooking the Syrian
capital.

They met a day after art*
estimated 800,000 people
igathered in Beirut to protest
at Syrian influence in
ILebanon.

Damascus has promised
Ithe UN a full timetable for the
withdrawal ofits 14,000 troops
;and intelligence agents.,

“The talks are expected to
focus on Lebanon and tackle

other regional issues
including Irag and the
Middle East [peace
process],” an unnamed

Idiplomat told Reuters.
Mr Mubarak has said
|publicly he is in favour of a

Pakistan
‘lost’ Bin
Laden trail

kistani forces had their
est chance of capturing
Osama Bin Laden last

Syrian withdrawal from
Lebanon.

Troops have begun the
first stage of withdrawal,
pulling back to Lebanon’s
eastern Bekaa Valley.

Meanwhile military
intelligence officers left two
offices in the north, in the
town of Amyoun in Koura
region and Deir Ammar on the
coast, the Associated Press
news agency reported.

Monday’s demonstration
in Beirut surpassed recent
pro-Syrian rallies organised
by the Hezbollah movement,
and is thought to be the
biggest in Lebanese history.

The BBC correspondent in
Beirut said the crowds turned
the city centre into a sea of
red, white and green - the

year, but they lost the trail,

\President Pervez Musharraf has
told the BBC.

Gen Musharraf said the
lintelligence services had their
istrongest indication about the
al-Qaeda leader’s whereabouts
eight to 10 months ago.

He said the “dragnet had
closed” along the border with
Afghanistan, but Bin Laden
fled.

Bin Laden last appeared on
videojust before the US election
in November.

He appeared in good health
in the video, in which he
Ithreatened fresh attacks on the
US. whoever was elected, but it
was not clear when it was
recorded.

Bin Laden and his deputy,
1Ayman al-Zawahri, are widely
believed to have been hiding in
the mountains along the
Pakistan-Afghanistan border

isince US-backed forces toppled
1Afghanistan’s Taliban regime in
Tate 2001.

President Musharraftold the
BBC his forces got their clearest
trace of Bin Laden after the
IPakistani army launched an

;offensive in the tribal region last

%3

“There was a time when the
dragnet had closed and we
Ithought we knew roughly the

iarea where he possibly could be.
IThat was, | think, some time
;back, hot very long... maybe
about eight to 10 months back,"
he said.

“But after that, this is such a
igame, this intelligence, that they
escape. They can move and then
you lose contact.”

Bin Laden’sgroup is blamed
for thousands of deaths in the
ill September 2001 attacks on
ithe US and other attacks around
ithe world.

The Pakistani army has faced
lits strongest resistance in its
loperations against al-Qaeda in
;the restive border regions of
|North and South Waziristan.

] President Musharraf said he
was sure Pakistan’s most wanted
lirttlifeffi*bSffltah' Mehstid, was’

jkilled in North Waziristan
Iseveral days ago.
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colours of Lebanon’s
national flag.

The rally came a month
after the death of former
Prime Minister Rafiq al-Hariri,
blamed by many opposition
supporters on Syria or the
Syrian-backed Lebanese
leadership.

Demonstrators packed
Martyrs Square, near where
Hariri died in a car bomb, and
the crowd spilled over into
nearby streets.

The sea ofpeople fell silent
at 12:55 pm the exact time
Hariri was killed four weeks
ago.

Unlike previous anti-
Syrian rallies, Sunni Muslims
came out in force tojoin Druze
and Christians to
commemorate the loss of
their leader.

e White House has
admitted the
difficulty it’s facing

in Iran, yet, it maintains that
the Islamic Republic’s
behavior was “suspicious
enough” to step up the
pressure over its nuclear
activities.

“Intelligence in Iran is
hard to come by. Itis a very
closed society. They keep
their secrets very well, > White
House national security
adviser, Stephen Hadley, tola
CNN s “Late Edition.”

Hadley was asked if,
given the US intelligence
failures in pre-war Irag, he was
convinced that us
intelligence this time in Iran
was good enough to
determine that it was trying
to covertly develop a nuclear
weaponsprogram.

On “Fox News Sunday,”
Hadley also noted that the
Iranian government is against
taking comfort in the US
President George W. Bush’s
decision to back the
European Union in offering
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US admits difficulties of Iran intelligence

the Islamic  Republic
incentives to
persuade it halt all activities
related to nucleafenriehment.
Meanwhile, the US
Secretary of State
Condoleezza Rice said that
the decision is aimed at
sending Tehran a clear
message that it’s facing a
united trans-Atlantic front.
The US offer aims tojoin
the Europeans in a united
front; in exchange, the EU
agreed to support the US in
referring Iran before the UN

Security Council iftalks fail.

Iran rejected Bush’s offer
as “insignificant”, saying that
the price will be much higher
to get it to give up nuclear
programme, and that has the
right to pursue it under the
nuclear Non-Proliferation
Treaty (NPT).

“That offer... isan assault
on Iranian pride,” said Amir
Mohebian, political editor of
Resalat newspaper. “Some
US politicians say: ‘If we
don t attack you, it’s a
favour.”

Austrlien Media attidssd over treatent of MUEins

Muslims in the year before and
after the September 11 attacks
on the United Statesof America.

re than 150 people

ttended a lecture

iven by University of : :
echnology Sydney journdiisgaid that both papers painted

professor Peter Manning at
Melbourne University, tackling
the Australian media’s treatment
of Arabs and Muslims.
Professor Manning has
conducted a comprehensive
study of the Sydney Morning
Herald and Daily Telegraphs
representation of Arabs and

The evidence of mjr progress at NUB Internationa! Bank limned
is clearly shown by our impressive results

8*»stts that can m*f come from excetSsns work.

Join u* to txpart of this success story

NUB Ittticmatkmal Bank Dtd,
...we never stop seruingyou

www.ndbftaflk.com

“a portrait of sustained fear”.
In his study, published under
the title “Dog whistle politics
and Journalism”, Professor
Manning discussed 12,000
newspaper articles, noting the
media has portrayed the Arabs
and the Muslims as violent,
ungrateful and barely human.

An - -return®:


http://www.ndbftaflk.com
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Today’s
flight schedule

Albarka Air
Lagos - Abuja 07:20
15:15
13:00
8:45a.m.
11:00
13:15
17:00

Maiduguri - Abuja 06:50j

Lagos

Abuja - Maid 17:00!
Lagos - Yola 1:0&p.m
Abuja - Yola 14:30
Yola-Abuja 15.30;
Yola - Lagos 4:00 p.m

Chanchangi Airlines

Lagos-Abuj , 8:15a.m.
11:00a.m.
12:10p.m.

* 4:45p.m.

Kaduna - Lagos 8:30a.m.

P/H - Lagos 9:00a.m.
4:30p.m.

Abuja - Kaduna 2;30p.m.
Kaduna - Abuja 1:30p.m.

IRS Airlines .
CBQ - Abuja 8.00 a.m.
Abuja - Lagos 9:45a.m.

Lagos - Kaduna9:30a.m.
Kano - Lagos 7:30p.m.
Lagos - Kano 11:15a.m.
Kaduna - Lagos11:00am.
Lagos - Abu/M M

2:30p.m.
Abuja - MM 1:45p.m.
MM - Abuja 3:45p.m.
Abuja - CB , 5:15p.m.
Kano - Abuja  1:15p.m.
Abuja - Kano  2:30p.m.
Kano - Lagos 3:45p.m.
Lagos - Kano 6:00p.m.
EAS Airlines
Lagos - Abuja 8:15p.m." j
11:45a.m.
5:45p.m.
Abuja - Lagos 10:15a.m.
7:15p.m.
Lagos - Jos 11:45a.m.
Jos - Lagos 2:30pm.
DasabAirlines
Auja-Lagos 8:30a.m.
Lagos- PHC 10:30am.
PHC-Lagos 12:30a.m.
Lagos-Kano 2:30p.m.
Kano - Lagos 4:30p.m.
Lagos-Abuja 6:30pm.
ADC Airline
Lagos-Abuja 7:15am.
12:45p.m.
Abuja - Lagos 8:55am.
Lagos - Calabar  11:15am..
Calabar-Lagos 7:20am.
FVH- Lagos 9:45am.
Lagos-sokoto 8:55a.m.
Sokoto- Lagos I1:55a.m

Most airlines operate the
sameflight schedule
on week days.

Busine

US congressional
committee said it
-would open a new

inquiry into allegations of
accounting errors at the
>World Bank relating to the
fate of certain ex-employees
who denounced the
problem.

“Inaccuracies in the
World Banks accounts
would be problematic in and
of themselves, but | am also
troubled by th* way the
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US Congress to probe
World Bank accounting error

World Banks management
may have handled these
issues,” joint economic
committee chairman Jim
Saxton said in a statement.
“We will assess the facts,
and determine the validity of

Oil prices surge above $55,
ahead OPEC meeting

/ ~ \ frude oil futures prices
rose above $55 a

arrel yesterday, as
resistance surfaced to Saudi
Arabia’s call forthe Organi-
zation of Petroleum Expo-
rting Countries (OPEC) to

CBN clears
N55bn In
Katsina zone

From Lawal Ibrahim,
Correspondent (Katsina) j

J1e Katsina state
Clearing House ofthe
sCentral Bank of Nig-

eria (CBN) currency centre,
Katsina, has recorded a sig-
nificant increase in the qua-
ntum monetary transactions
for the year 2004, even as it
cleared 42,970 cheques
worth N54.807 billion com-
pared to 48,234 worth
N38,889 billion cleared in the
year 2003.

Disclosing this during
the year 2004 annual dinner/
customers forum in Katsina,
the currency officer, Alhaji
Farouk Gaiko, said although
the volume of cheques clea-
red reduced by 5264 repres-
enting a 10.9 percent decr-
ease, the value of cheques
how»er increased by
N 15.918 billion representing
40.93 percent increase.

Also in the same year, the
record of its cash transa-
ctions has indicated an
insurable cash 0fN5.4 billion
largely in mint issued to
commercial banks while the
sum of N2.1 billion was
deposited with the CBN by
the commercial banks.

Mr Gaiko who empha-
sised the need to increase
the use of cheques in busi-
ness transactions by people
in the state also disclosed
thatthe sum 0fN235.8 million
was issued while N131 mil-
lion-was deposited through
the CBN’s banking hall in the
state.

Describing the year 2004
as an eventful one which
carries on many reforms and
changes, in the banking
sector' the currency officer
assured of the immediate
commencement of the
Nigerian Automatic Clearing
System (NACS) in the state.

He said the Real Time
Gross Settlement System
(RTGS) where bank’s cust-
omers can transfer large
sums of money from one
bank to another without
necessarily passing through
clearing system, is expected
to pick up by September
2005.

increase production quotas.

Light, sweet crude for
April delivery rose 21 cents
to $55.16 a barrel in elect-ronic
trading on the New York
Mercantile Exchange by
midday in Europe. Heating oil
prices rose less than a cent to
$1.5370 a gallon.

Brent crude rose 23 cents
to $53.89 on London’s Inter-
national Petroleum Exch-
ange.

The record close set on
Nymex last October was
$55.17, though prices would
have to surpass $90 per barrel
to meet the inflation-adjusted
peak set in 1980.

The Saudi oil minister, Ali
Naimi, urged OPEC ministers
Monday to boost the cartel’s
official output ceiling by half
amillion barrels a day to 27.5
million barrels a day. Saudi
Arabia is OPEC’s largest
producer-exporter.

Naimi said current price
levels were “unjustified” by
the supply and demand out-
look, while making clear that
he saw the need for more oil
to be supplied by OPEC inthe
second halfofthe year.

“Notwithstanding the
uncertainty prevalent in
assumptions about future
supply and demand levels,
projections show an increase
indemand in the latter part of
the year, which would require
additional crude oil to
satisfy,” Naimi said.

But yesterday, Libya’s oil
minister said most members
were opposed.

“There’s mostly a
consensus not to increase
500,000 barrels a day at this
time,” Libyan Oil Minister
Fathi bin Shatwan told repo-
rters ahead of Wednesday’s
formal policymaking session
of the ministerial meeting of
the Organization of Petro-
leum Exporting Countries.

Other officials also dism-
issed the Saudi proposal.
Iranian oil minister Bijan
Namdar Zangeneh said that
OPEC members are already
pumping about 700,000 bar-
rels a day above their official
ceiling, and that the Saudi
proposal is probably inte-
nded to legitimize some ofthat
overproduction.

Nigeria’s top oil official,
Edmund Dakouru, called the
Saudi proposal “purely
cosmetic.”

OPEC isn’t likely to agree
on an increase in supply at
this week’s meeting, because
itexpectsa 1.8 million barrel-
a-day surplus in April, Indo-
nesia’s Oil Minister, Pumomo
Yusgiantoro said Monday.

these allegations,” Saxton
concluded.

World Bank spokesman
David Theis, refuting the new
allegations, said that World
Bank accounting controls
were “state of the art.”

“We have investigated
the allegations made by this
former staff member and
found them to be completely
false.”

A source close to the

World Bank said that the
allegation* dated back from
1997.

One ofthem charged that
problems in the accounting
system led to errors that cost
the bank tens of millions of
dollars, to the detriment of
certain aid programs to
developing countries.

Several ex-employees
who denounced the problem
have complained ofproblems

due to them having raised
the alarm.

Ofprime concern was the
sale of bonds that led to
losses worth 60 million
dollars, the source said.

The joint committee will
question people linked to the
dossier, going back several
years on anumber of allega-
tions. The new inquiry could
take several weeks or even
months, the source said.

Alhaji Aliyu Alkali Group Managing Director, Northern Nigerian Development Company Limited
and Director NAL Bank Pic (left), discussing with Alhaji Sarki Abdullahi Ibrahim another Director,
NAL Bank Pic at the bank vinvestmentforum in Lagos ...recently.

Why SMEs falil to perform -smeoan

ledge, skills, manag-

ement and general atti-
tude to business have const-
ituted a major bottleneck to
meaningful performance of
the micro, small and medium
enterprises (MSMES) in the
country, the Director General
Small and Medium Enter-
prises Development Agency
ofNigeria (SMEDAN), Mrs
Dupe Adelaja has disclosed.

She said the SMEs have
failed to perform especially in
terms of productivity,
profitability, quality and
sustainability ofoutput which
has made SMEDAN place
considerable emphasis on the
establishment of business
support centres (BSCs) to
give such technical supports
to MSMEs in the country.

Speaking at the formal
flag-offof a special study of
the existing and leading
clusters of SMEs in Nigeria,
the SMEDAN boss said the
objective of the BSC progr-
amme is to offer learning,
mentoring, counselling and
information sharing oppor-
tunities to the MSMEs under
one roof.

She said the BSCs will be
able to access vital model
business plans as well as
information on matters such
as raw materials, markets and
production equipments.

“We have come to the
inevitable conclusion that the
first set of BSCs to be estab-
lished should include those
to be cited around the exis-
ting clusters.

Pkoor capacities in know-

By Hamisu Muhammad,
Business Reporter

“This move, we believe,
will help to fill a vital gap,
thereby accelerating the level
ofproductivity as well as the
operating returns to the
MSME operators at these
clusters,” she added.

The new clusters cited by
SMEDAN includes the Aba

Pix: Oladipupo Odunewu

clothing/footwear, Nnewi
auto parts, Otigho comp-
uters, Abeokuta/Oshogbo
Tie and dye and Kanoj
leather. ®

The project coordinator,
Professor Oyebanji Oye-
yinka said the study is a very
serious attempt of reshaping
the clusters in the country so
as to prepare them for global
challenges.

NCAA to audit airlines

A)kainstthe backdrop of

complaints that some
JL  Jlomestic airlines
operating in the country are
running ata loss, the Nigerian
Civil Aviation Authority
(NCAA) has concluded plans
to carry out a comprehensive
audit of all the airlines to
know their financial status.

The media assistant to
NCAA director general, Mr
Sam Adurogboye who discl-
osed this during an exclusive
interview with Business Trust
in Lagos stated that the audit
will enable NCAA to know
which airlines to monitor
closely.

According to him, NCAA
may not compel airlines that
are not making prdfit to pack
up, adding however that the
oversight on such airline will
be more rigorous saying
safety is the major respon-
sibility ofall airline operators.

Adurogboye added that
the tendency is there for an
airfine that is not making
profitto cut corner on maint-

From Shakirat Abdulmajeed,
Correspondent (Lagos)

enance of aircraft.

His words: “Ifyour insur-
ance has expired, you autom-
atically ground yourself, that'
is what the rule sa”s and
NCAA is going to enforce
that, but where you refuse to
ground yourselfand we have
to do it, then we have to
sanction you the more.”

Adurogboye explained
that the audit will involve
looking into the totality of
airlines all over again, such
as the fleet, personnel,
insurance, offices adding that
the audit will afford NCAA
to know airlines that can
survive and stand on their
own.

“We want to know airl-
ines that are not financially
healthy, their status, to look
at their books and know
whether they are making
profit or not. NCAA is the
only one empowered to do
s0,” he said.
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Managing Director/ChiefExecutive Officer, Japaul Oil and Maritime Service Pic, Mr. PaulAbiodun Jegede (right) during
the completion board meeting ofJapaul IPO recently in Lagos.

shareholders

apaul Oil and Maritime
$rvices Pic, the first

V " Rraritime company

]operating in the oil and gas

:sector to be listed on the
i Nigerian Stock Exchange

j (NSE), is proposing to pay

15k per share to the existing
share holders of the
: company for the year ended
December 2004 as dividends.
In a statement signed by

Mr. Jegede Paul, MD/CEO,
Japaul Pic, a copy of which
Iwas made available to
I Business Trust, said that the
turnover of the company for
year 2004 isN535 million with
profit after tax of N 138million.

He said that the company
shall be reserving
NJOOmillion to the wealth of
both incoming and existing
shareholders.

In his opinion, it is
evident that the present
shareholders are willing to
share their wealth with the
incoming shareholders by
proposing N48million as
dividend from N138million
profit made.

Ndi Okereke-Onyike,
N SE boss

—~

. which

“This is not the case with
some other companies that
are in the same state of

transition from limited liabiTity
company to a public liability
company”, the statement
said.

According to the
statement, the performance of

NPA launches aerial
surveillance helicopter

he Nigerian Ports
TAuthority (NPA) has

launched an aerial
surveillance helicopter in an
attempt to ensure that
Nigeria’s water channels are
free from illegal activities,
potential dangers and any
obstruction to free traffic of
vessels and trade between
the country and the rest of
the world.

In a keynote address he
delivered, the Minister of
State in the federal ministry
of transport. Engineer Musa
Inua Mohammed said at the
official launching ceremony
which took place at the
Lagos Port Complex (LPC) in
Lagos, that the launching
was a public manifestation of
the determination of the
federal government to carry
out the tenets of the
International Ship and Port
Facility Security (ISPS) code.

He said that the
launching ofthe surveillance
helicopter was Dbetter
appreciated from the
perspective of the ongoing
transport sector reforms,
include the
concessioning of the
Nigerian ports for efficiency,
faster turn around time of
vessels and speedy
evacuation of cargo with the
overall effect of the move

From Adelanwa Bamgboye, j
Correspondent (Lagos)

modern port management

system. . Ipays
allowances to
estate residents

he Nigerian Ports
Authority (NPA) has
commenced the pay-

ment of three years housinoqf

allowances, in advance, to its
staff living in the Tin-Can
Island Port Estate.

The measure is to enable
the workers move out and
secure accommodation else-
where so as to leave the est-
ate to private port investors.

The Assistant General
Manager, Public Affairs of
NPA, Mr Abiodun Borha,
who disclosed this in Lagos,
added that no staff living in
the estate would be given a
quit notice without proper
planning.

According to Borha, the
movement ofthe workers out
ofthe estate is to be made as
painless as possible.

The Secretary of the
Estate Residents’ Associ-
ation, Mr Smart Mohammed
confirmed to the News Age-
ncy ofNigeria (NAN) that he
received a cheque for his thr-
ee-year housing allowance,
but declined to disclose what
the sum total was.

Mohammed explained
that almost all the 100 resid-
ents of the estate had recei-
ved their cheques.

u s t
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NCS Ibadan
surpasses
revenue target

Vie Nigerian Customs
Service (NCS) Osun/
Oyoareacommand,
Ibadan has exceeded its
revenue target for the year
2004 by the sum of
N1,147,690,476.94, the
Customs Area Comptroller
(CAC), Mohammed M. has
said.

According to him, the

T

revenue target for the year
2004 wasN2,241,112,289.10,
while the revenue generated
between January and Dece-
mber 2004 was
N3,388,866,394.07.

dividends to

thé mompamy was impressive
if compared to some other
companies.

It said further that: “We
are committed to building -

up the wealth of our
shareholders.”
It stressed that the

dividend the company is

paying to its existing
shareholders is the least it
can ever pay, adding that the
projection for dividend
payment for year 2005 and
2006 will not be less than 25k
and 30k per share
respectively.

A break-down of the
figure shows that excise duty
collected amounted to
N3,386,004,285.04, import
duty N644,481.00 and fees
N2,154,000.00 while was put
at N63,529.03, altogether
N3,388,866794.07.

In 2003, a total revenue of
N 1,940,043,716.91
collected, which when comp-
ared to the 2004 figures
shows a difference of
N 1,488,759,049.13 or 75 per j
centofthe figure 0 f2004.

Similarly, a total of 21 j
seizures were made in 2004 j
which included vehicles and
general goods with duty paid
value (DPV) of;
N30,502,265.40.

In 2003, there were only 9 |
seizures made and the duty
paid value (DPV) wasj
N7,376,747.75. The difference
for the seizure is 12 and the |
DPV isN23,125,517.65.

was

CENTRAL BANK OF NIGERIA
TENDER NOTICE

NIGERIAN TREASURY BILLS

based system on Thursday, 24/03/2005.

Notice is hereby given by the Central Bank ofNigeria that 91-day Federal Government
Nigeria Treasury Bills amounting to N40,000,000,000 will be issued by an auction-

Interested Authorized Dealers (Commercial/Merchant Banks, Designated Discount
Houses and Brokers) arc invited to submit tenders to reach the Issues Office, Central
Bank ofNigeria, Lagos, not later than 1.30 p.m. on Tuesday, 22/03/2005.

Each tender must be in multiple of N 1,000 subject to a minimum of N 10,000 per tender.
Authorized Dealers are allowed to submit multiple bids and quote multiple rates. A
tender may be for own account of Authorized Dealers or made on behalf of interested
members ofthe public, who are advised to apply to their banks or Brokers for the Bills.

Tenders for the Bills should be submitted on the prescribed printed forms in duplicate
and in sealed envelopes clearly marked “TENDER FOR BILLS”. The result of the tender
will the announced before the close ofbusiness on Wednesday, 23/03/2005. The Bank
reserves the right to reject any tender in part or in full.

Allotment letters will be issued to successful tenderers on,Thursday, 24/03/2005.
Payment in full for the amount of the accepted tenders must be made to the Central
Bank of Nigeria not later than 1.30 p.m. on the issue date 24/03/2005 This will normally
« be effected by direct debit to the accounts of the affected Authorized Dealers which
should ensure dial their accounts with the Bank are adequately funded for this purpose.

ISSUESOFFICE

CENTRALBANKOF NIGERIA

TINUBU SQUARE
LAGOS
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NCAT to acqwre N40 million radar T

%%!
concluded plans to acquire a
modern radar worth N40
million by October 2005, to
replace the unserviceable
one in the institution.

Chinny A. Enechukwu,
head of Radar Department,
NCAT who disclosed this in
an exclusive interview with
Daily Trustover the weekend
in Zaria, noted that radar is a
vital equipment needed for
training of students at'The
institution.

According to him, radar is
a device that utilises
electromagnetic waves to
determine the location of a
target in space, in relation to
aknown or fixed location.

Radar is also employed
for the controlling o faircraft
movement on ground, during
take off landing within air
routes or airways and for
long-range and high altitude
guidance ofaircraft. Itis also
used for weather detection.

Enechukwu applauded
the federal government over
the decision to embark on the
total radar coverage of the
nation’s airspace saying the
project will ensure the sec-
urity of our airspace as well
as ensuring more efficient
and economic use of the
airspace.

He noted that patches
airspace covered by the six
radar stations in Nigeria are
in Lagos, Kano, Abuja,
Enugu, Port Harcourt and
iKaduna airports.

He explained that Nigeria
jis inazone with large weather
build-up stressing that total
Iradar coverage will facilitate
easy movement of aircraft
while any unauthorised airc-
raft will be easily detected.

He however urged the
federal government to make

\ titsypper
"feSKKonfe
irgin Atlantic has

announced that its
Gatwick based aircraft

Stories from Shakirat Abdulmajeed,
Correspondent (Lagos)

available enough spare parts
and personnel to man the
radar coverage stressing that
the inventors of the equip-
ment can hold the country to
ransome if enough spare
parts are not procured.

Enechukwu warned fur-
ther that the rate at which the
Nigerian Airspace Manag-
ement Agency (NAMA)
sacks its personnel may also
affect the effectiveness ofthe
project noting that NAMA
trains and sacks its personnel
too frequently.

He lamented that the
country has very few air
traffic controllers, hinting
further that when NCAT
recently advertised vacant
positions for traffic cont-
rollers, onfy eight personnel
applied saying “only five out
ofthe eight that applied were

Daily Trust
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short listed and three out of
them are NAMA retired air
traffic controllers, and we can
only engage them on
contract basis.”

He appealed to the federal
government to close the gap
in the salaries of NCAT staff
and other aviation paras-
tatals noting that the disp-
arity in the emolument of
NCAT and other parastatals
always discourages people
to work in NCAT.

NCAT, according to him,
is fast becoming an intern-
ational aviation training
institution apart from .being
the only aviation training
institution in the country.

He disclosed further that
about 20 air traffic controllers
from French speaking African
countries such as Chad,
Mali, Senegal and Gabon are
currently in NCAT to learn air
traffic management in English
language.

aturally, the gains are evergreen

are now fitted with the new

upper class suite just over a
year after it was launched on
the Heathrow fleet.

Virgin Atlantic in a release
made available to Business
\Trust stated that the airline
has now completed fitting the
upper class suite onto its
lleathrow based Boeing 747-
400 fleet and its airbus 340-
1600 fleet, adding that the
completion of the Gatwick
fleet brings the total number
of aircraft fitted with the
upper class suite to 21 out of
the airline’s 30 with only the
nine airbus A 340-300 series
yet to be fitted.

The release added that
“with effect from 27 March
2005, the upper class suite
will go into full service on the
Lagos - London Heathrow
route, on the airbus 340-600.”

Virgin Atlantic’s new
upper class suite, consists of
a reclining leather seat for
take off, a place to sit and eat
a meal opposite your partner,
[the longest fully flat bed in
the world with a proper
mattress for sleeping on, a
private onboard bar to drink
at, with your friends, and four
ilimousines per return trip.

Ever-fruitful

I 0 N

he Nigerian -Civil
AV|at|on Authority
NCAA) consumer
protectlon unit recently held
a forum tagged the “aviation
consumer interactive forum”
to sensitise stakeholders in
the aviation industry on
consumers’ rights and resp-
onsibilities, as well as the-obl-
igations ofservice providers.
The. forum, which was
chaired by Dr (Mrs) Dora
Akunyili, the Director Gen-
eral of the National Agency
for Food and Drug Admini-
stration and Control
(NAFDAC) was attended by
all stakeholders including
industry practitioners, avia-
tion service providers inclu-
ding representatives of
airlines, travel agencies,
airport security? passengers

and members of the public.
The forum provided an
opportunity for interaction
among the travelling public,
the service providers and the

Wednesday,

March 16, 2005

Forum charges airlines
on consumer protection

regulating authority.

Dr Akinyuli reminded
NCAA to include in its
consumer protection unit, the
issue of over booking, flight
cancellation without apology
and sanction airlines appro-
priately.

She lamented that some
airlines cancel flight because
of low turn out of passengers
while such airlines will anno-
unce that they cancelled the
flight due to operational
difficulties.

The NAFDAC boss fur-
ther declared that domestic
airlines should not serve
foreign juices on local routes
since foreign juices have
been banned by the federal
government.

She advised NCAA to
check food served by airlines

on board narrating an
incident where pilgrims were
served with bad food which
caused them to have
diarrhoea.

The director general of
NCAA, Engineer Fidelis
Onyeyiri however assured
that the authority will make
its bye-laws public, to
sanction defaulters.

However, the forum
agreed that airlines should
establish consumer prote-
ction units at their respective
offices to instantly*handle
consumer complaints.

That there is need for
more collaboration between
NCAA and other government
agencies at the nation’s
airports towards improving
the quality of service at these
airports.

Experience evergreen gains, naturally

THE PACKAGE:

benefits for you.

mMinimum opening deposit of N50,000 only

* Minimum daily balance of N20,000

mAllows lodgments and withdrawals from any FSB branch

+ Ability to use this product as security for loan

m Ability to pay in cheques

+ Payments can be made to third parties with withdrawal vouchers that lookliWe cheque slips

m 1% bonus interest in any month without withdrawal

For further details please call: (01) 7741714, 7741994, 2691235, 2695285.
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1ST-TIER SECURITIES

COMPANY NAME

AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED
OK1TIPUPA OIL PALM PLC.
ITHE OKOMU OIL PALM COMPANY

PRESCO PLC.
Sector Totals
AIRLINES

AVIATION DEVELOPMENT COMPANY PLC.

Sector Totals

AUTOMOBILE & TYRE
I DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC.
jR. T. BRISCOAE PLC.

Scctor Totals
BANKING

ACCESS BANK PLC

*

'AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC.
IFIRST ALTLANTIC BANK PLC
JCHARTERED BANK PLC

i COOPERATIVE BANK PLC.

iEIB

INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.

IFIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.
'FSB INTERNATIONAL BANK. PLC.
IGUARANTY TRUST. BANK PLC.
GULF BANK OF NIGERIA N X

'INTERNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK PLC. .

'INLAND BANK (NIGERIA) PLC.
IINTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC.
iLIBERTY MERCHANT BANK
ILION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC.

i MANUFACTURERS BANK NIGERIA PLC.

INAL BANK PLC.
IOCEANIC BANK PLC

OMEGA BANK (NIGERIA) PLC.
ISTANDARD TRUST BANK PLC:
ITRANS INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC.

iTRADE BANK PLC.

UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC.
UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC.
IUNIVERSAL TRUST BANK PLC

I WEMA BANK PLC.
®ZENITH BANK PLC

Sector Totals
BREWERIES

i GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC.
INTERNATIONAL BREWERIES PLC.
JOS INTERNATIONAL BREWRIES PLC.

JNIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC.

Sector Totals

BUILDING MATERIALS

'ASHAKA CEMENT PLC.

:BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC.
ICEMENT CO. OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC

WEST AFR. PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC.

Scctor Totals

CHEMICAL & PAINTS
BERGER PAINTS PLC.

; CAP PLC.

D. N. MEYER PLC.

'IPWA PLC.

PLC

; NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC.

Scctor Totals

CONGLOMERATES

IA. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC.

iCFAO NIGERIA PLC.
iCHELLARAMS PLC.
1JOHN HOLT PLC.

i UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC.

IP. Z. INDUSTRIES PLC.
SCOA NIGERIA PLC.
JU.A.C.NIGERIA PLC.
JU.T.C. NIGERIA PLC.

Sector Totals

CONSTRUCTION
:COSTAIN (W.A.) PLC.

!'G. CAPPA PLC.

1JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC.

Sector Totals

ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
:NIGERIAN WIRE AND CABLE PLC.

Sector Totals

FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO
7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC
iCADBURY NIGERIA PLC.

:FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC.
I'NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC.
iNESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC.

NORTHERN NIGERIA FLOUR MILLS PLC.

Sector Totals
HEALTHCARE
EKOCORPPLC.

EVANS MEDICAL PLC.

MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC.

NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC.
PHARMA-DEKO PLC.
IGLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIG. PLC

Sector Totals

'INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS
i FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC.

1'B.0.C. GASES PLC.

i VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC.

; VONO PRODUCTS PLC.

I Sector Totals
iINSURANCE

i AlIICO INSURANCE PLC.
i CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC.

:LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC.

iNIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC.
PRESTIGE ASSURANCE PLC.
ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC.
STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE

'UN1C INSURANCE PLC.
IWEST AFRICAN PROV.

Sector Totals

MANAGED FUNDS
|]C & | LEASING PLC.

Sector Totals
PACKAGING

INS. COY. PL

iBETA GLASS COMPANY PLC.

i1 WEST AFRICAN GLASS INDUSTRIES PLC.

Sector Totals

PETROLEUM(MARKETING)

IAFROIL PLC.

i AFRICAN PETROLEUM PLC.
iETERNA OIL & GAS PLC.
I'MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC.

iCONOIL PLC.

TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC.

ITOTAL NIGERIA PLC

JOANDO PLC.

treal ESTATE

iUACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC.

:Sector Totals
I TEXTILES

yUNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC.

Sector Totals
Overall Totals

Daily Trust
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THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE

NO OK DEALS
1

30

4
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6
6
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7
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259
1,731
185
483
674
192
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446

11
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21
62
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i 221

612

i 38
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QUOTATIONS)

0.81
16.67
9.49

1.00

1.87
4.14

3.42
fr.63
3.41
3.90
1.92
2.26
23.00
1.26
10.39
0.37
0.56
1.58
7.81
0.80
0.61
1.20
2.80
4.03
1.43
7.41
1.43
1.35
10.00
18.96
0.71
3.93
13.39

77.00
0.90
3.80
34.86

23.00
4.20
6.20
10.35

4.89
6.10
4.60
0.50 -
3.81

1.00
4.01
1.71
0.58
15.00
11.19
1.04
14.17
0.90

0.90
2.23
16.00

0.64

21.72
49.98
16.61
48.75
139.00
15.00

3.12
4.80
3.40
4.09

0.96

3.08
1.90

1.70
1.40
1.19
2.99
1.97
2.90
0.65
0.82
2.50

1.35

3.87

0.72
55.47
2.04
174.00
100.00
158.50
171.49
91.00

2.00

4,361

QUANTITY TRADED

2,000
480,169
20,142
502,311

55,900
55,900

102,804
40,021
142,825

9,386
115,102
7,029,017
325,000
10,000
15,000
2,428,601
1,354,194
2,124,233
2,826,400
1,107,478
4,185,003
44,724
2,000

500
2,921,079
3,018
571,181
238,900
302,000
788,319
1,000
65,400
1,677,261
153,162
543,172
2,147,549
30,988,679

475,351
10,100
2,000
1,767,877
2,255,328

1,540,128
82,356
2,000
166,978
1,591,462

2,923
24,617
34,104
1,250
30.693
93,587

3,000
154,842
100
47,629
1,371,016
233,386
1,250
205,789
129,365
2,146,377

2,000
2,500
3,426
7,926

15,000
15,000

42,783
385,081
1,028,807
280,450
88,523
1,500
1,827,144

130,000
58,545
47,600
138,567
11,606
100,560
486,878

40,782
20,300
99,570
1,000
161,652

428,922
450,000
223,900
61,179
1,670
69,332
359,100
68,766
27,604
1,690,473

12,500
12,500

8,734
2,000
10,734

30,000
631,473
346,200
44,942
112,109
29,446
55,213
478,053
1,727,436

335,765
335,765

109,482
109,482
44,161,459

19,292,147.02
17,088,484.27
13,802,340.52
12,343,981.97

22,500.00
63,475,071.23

115,700.00
182,652.60
230,510.00
465,405.33
47,468.54
817.571.29
1,859,307.76

39,150.72
60,900.00
303,836.02
1,900.00
405,786.74

712,466.52
629,000.00
276,603.00
174,385.07
3,289.90
201,153.94
221,145.00
56,030.46
69,010.00
2,343,083.89

16,875.00
16,875.00

33,800.58
1,080.00
34,880.58

21,600.00
35,105,1 17.60
706,248.00
7,898,989.83
11,394,168.71
4,605,163.52
9,432,578.65
42,823,270.59
111,987,136.90

2,741,766.99
2,741,766.99

219,986.50
219,986.50
538,451,509.08
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VALUEOFSHARES  14p 10 TRADES YESTERDAY
1,620.00 :
8,331,357.10 j SYMBOL * VOLUME VALUE TRADES
191,147.58
852412468 LEVBROS 1,371,016.00 20,647,442.35 189
UBN f t1,677.261.00 31,414,017.20 362
2elo0d 00 NB *1767,877.00  63,963,792.14 483
101 92348 GUARANTY * 2,124,233.00 21,402,389.20 305
165:686:94 ZENITI IBANK  2,147,549.00 28,446,279.44 259
357,610.42  F1RSTBANK 2,428,601.00 55,665,151.69 522
32,100%. 12 GULFBANK 2,826,400.00 1,045,768.00 14
763.126.26
23.068.047.97 MANNYBANK 2,921,079.00 3,507.294.80 15
1,267.500.00 INLANDBANK 4,185,003.00 6,484.664.54 50
19,200.00
33.900.00 ATLANTICBK  7,029.017.00 23,968,947.97 2
55,665.151.69
2190555550  TOP 10GAINERS
1,045,768.00  SyNBO IASTCUCSE  YESTERDAVSCIjOf*:  CHANGE
607,403.40
6,484,664.54 TEXACO 157.00 158.50 +1.50
348 A A UNIPETROL 90.00 91.00 +1.00
305.00 GUARANTY 9.90 1039 +0.49
3,507.294.80
845040 PRESCO 9.04 9.49 +0.45
2,301,859.43  TOTAL 171.05 171.49 +0.44
341,977.00
2.237'820.00 ASHAKACEM 22.70 23.00 +0.30
1.151,296.17  yUBN 18.80 18.% +0.16
1,350.00
654,000.00 PFIZER 325 3.40 -H).15
31,414,017.20
106.357.82 NIGERINS 2.85 2.99 +0.14
2,134,665.96 EVANSMED 2.98 3.12 +0.14
28.446,279.44
185,621,971.23
TOP 10 LOSERS
S0 o000 SYMBOL LASTQIOSE ~ YESTERDAY'SCIOSE ~ CHANGE
63 %;ggg-(l)g NB 36.69 34.86 -1.83
100,837.050.13 NBC 50.00 48.75 -1.25
30,386.515.04 CADBURY « 51.00 49.98 -1.02
345,895.20 NOLCHEM 101.00 100.00 -1.00
12,400.00 -
1728 222.30 NESTLE 139.99 139.00 0.99
32,473,032.54  GUINNESS 77.97 77.00 -0.97
14.293.47 AP 55.95 55.47 -0.48
148.362.75 OKOMUOIL 16.94 16.67 -0.27
156.80a 06 LEVBROS 15.23 15.00 023
116,889.08 -0.
437031 42 OCEANIC 424 4.03 . 0.21
s00000  Dollar steady ahead of capital flow data
643.195.56 . . .
171.00 e dollar held steady against most major currencies
27,624.82 yesterday ahead ofUS capital flow data that will show
20,647,442.35 . - S .
2.632.277.07 how well the United States is financing its massive
) 9161'0338'?3 current account deficit.
"118.061.14 Traders were also awaiting the ZEW institute’s German
26,989,102.07 investor confidence index, due at 5 a.m.yesterday for the first
1.800.00 Clueson euro zone confidence in March, and US retail sales.
5,575.00 US Treasury International Capital (TIC) data for January
2‘2"%‘13-88 was due at 9 a.m.yesterday. Net capital inflows to US assets
U eased to $61.3 billion in December barely covering the trade
3’288'88 deficit from arevised $89.3 billion in November.
B “We’d need to see a number of $60 billion plus to continue
925,617.45

the dollar’s resilience,” said Jeremy Stretch, senior market
strategist at Rabobank.

“There’s some hope the retail sales report will be on the
upside of expectations | think that’s helping,” he added.

The gaping US current account deficit has been a major
factor behind the dollar’s three-year decline.

By 3:45 a.m. EST, the dollar was little changed from late
New York levels at $1.3367 against the euro.

It had gained around 0.6 percent against the euro on
Monday after having hit a two-month low ofaround $1.3480
late last week when data showed the U.S. trade gap widened
in January to $58.3 hillion, the second-largest monthly deficit
on record.

Against the yen, the dollar stood at 104.74 yen, dcTwn
slightly on the day.

Germany’s ZEW index, due to be released at 1000 GMT is
expected to show a slight dip to 34.0 in March from 35.9 in
February.

“There is a risk that a downbeat number will see euro/
dollar trade to the downside,” said Stretch.

The US currency rallied on Monday from lastweek’s two-
month low against the euro partly as investors took profits on
the beliefthat a dollar sell-off on weak US trade data on Friday
may have been overdone.

Investors had also jumped on the dollar as 10-year US
bond yields rose to a 7,-1/2 month high around 4.58 percent on
Monday, implying higher interest rates in the future.

Higher interest rates generally attract more capital from
overseas, which leads to increased demand for the dollar.

“You don’t get both rising Treasury yields and a fall in the
dollar at the same time very often,” said Toshihiro Azuma,
forex manager at Sumitomo Trust and Banking Corp in Tokyo.

“So investors jumped on this opportunity.”

In other currency news, the head of the International
Monetary Fund (IMF), Rodrigo Rato said that now would be
agood time for Chinato move to a more flexible exchange rate.

On Monday, Chinese Premier Wen Jiabao said the country
could spring a surprise on markets in deciding when and how
it reforms the yuan regime.
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Nigeria Is benefiting from

Ambassador Mamman M. Daura, the Director and Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer (CEO) ofthe Technical Aid Corps scheme (TAC),
iIs among the few experienced'diplomats in Nigeria. Having
servedfor eightyears as Ambassador of Nigeria to Uganda, in
the recent past, Daura had also served in Saudi Arabia, South
Korea, Belgium and Cameroon. Daura, a graduate of Mary-
land University, has also served in different capacities in the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. In this interview with Jibrin
Abubakar of our foreign desk, the Sarkin Yaki of Daura ex-
plains the role of TAC in reshaping the image of the country
in the global village, and much else. Excerpts:

j W j ,,wwould you de
M M s§erihe the aehieve
ments e fthe TeeRni-
calAids Corps since its incep-
tion?
I The? successful achieve-
Iments of the Technical Aid
|corps Scheme could be gauged
from its durability and wide
lacceptance by a large number
iof recipient countries as well
|as its cognate recognition by
many International organisa-
jtions such as the Common-
:wealth, the United Nations Vol-
iunteer Service and numerous
International Development
iAgencies, particularly in Eu-
Irope, Asia and North America.
|It is essential to note that the
|TAC Scheme has been a very
visible component of our for-
)Jeign policy since its establish-
|ment 18 years ago. Itwould be
jrecalled that prior to the set-
|ting up ofthe programme, Ni-
|geria’s Technical Assistance to
IACP countries was largely un-
|coordinated and cash based,
iwhich did not have the desired
|impact particularly on the ben-
ieficiary countries.

As the need arose for a
Imore coordinated and durable
jProgramme of development
Jassistance to friendly African,
ICaribbean and Pacific states,
|the Technical Aid Corps
iScheme was setup in 1987. To
idate, more than 28 countries in
|the three Regions have ben-
|efited from the services ofover
|two thousand Nigerian volun-
iteer professionals in the fields
iof medicine, education, engi-
|neering, law, nursing etc. Some
iofthe beneficiary countries are

Fiji, Commonwealth of Domi-
nica, Belize, Jamaica, Ethiopia,
Rwanda, Uganda, Zambia,
Seychelles, the Gambia, Sierra-
Leone and Equatorial Guinea.

The success ofthe Scheme
can also be gauged by the level
iof recognition it has so far re-
iceived from many International
|Organizations. In 2003, an
iMOU between the Common-
iwealth Secretariat and the Di-

rectorale was signed to forge
a cioser cooperation and part-
nership to enable the Common-
wealth Manpower Develop-
ment programme and the TAC
Scheme work together in pro-
viding professional manpower
assistance to needy members

Ambassador Mamman

of the Organization. Similar
links with other organizations
are in the offing.

Can you give us details
about the nature of applica-
tions received by TAC?

A statistical overview of
the Programme since the es-
tablishment of the Scheme in
1987 clearly shows a progres-
sive biennial increase in the
number of volunteers de-
ployed to various beneficiary
countries. This particular trend
is a clear testimony to the grow-
ing popularity of the TAC
Scheme among Nigerians and

the receiving States.

As ofnow, itwould be dif-
ficult to say precisely how
many applications we have so
far received for the forthcom-
ing interview slated for March/
April this year, because of the
large number of applications

Jaura looks on in Jus office.

received and the need to sort
them out on state by state ba-
sis. | must however say that
response to our advertisement
by Nigerian professionals has
been overwhelming.

It also pertinent to note that
the TAC programme has wit-
nessed its most phenomenal
growth during the present
democratic dispensation. This
flows naturally from the coun-
try’s rising profile in interna-
tional affairs due principally to
the pro-active foreign policy of
President Obasanjo’s adminis-
tration.

Whatare some o fthe con-
straints ofthe TAC?

I must admit that there are
no constraints as such in the
implementation ofthe Scheme.
This is particularly because of
the fact that the Federal Gov-
ernment is. very consistent in
the pursuit of its policy of mu-
tual cooperation, understand-
ing and self-reliance between
Nigeria and the ACP countries
in consonance with her lead-
ership role in Africa.

What are thefactors that
led to the establishment of
TAC?

Government’s commitment
to contribute to the develop-
ment ofneedy countries in Af-
rican, Caribbean and pacific
Regions (ACP), necessitated
the setting up ofthe Technical

Aid Corps Scheme.

The Scheme was estab-
lished in 1987 purposely to
provide development assist-
ance to ACP countries through
deployment ofexperienced Ni-
gerian professionals particu-
larly in the fields of medicine,
education, engineering, nurs-
ing etc. The deployment is for
a period oftwo years.

The goals and objectives
of setting up the scheme in-
clude: sharing ofNigeria’stech-
nical know-how and expertise;
providing assistance on' the
basis of assessed and per-

ceived needs of the recipient
countries; promoting bilateral
cooperation, understanding
and self-reliance between Ni-
gerian and the beneficiary
states; and promoting friendly
contacts and interactions be-
tween the youth"of this coun-
try and those of the countries
ofdeployment.

I wish to seize this oppor-
tunity to emphasise that these
objectives are being fully real-
ised through the effective par-
ticipation of our volunteers in
physical socio-economic de-
velopment of the countries
concerned. As | have earlier
reiterated, the unprecedented
phenomenal expansion of the
Programme in the past 10 years
clearly attests to its utility value
as an effective bridge in South-

South cooperation.

Whatdo Nigerian stand to
gainfrom the scheme?

I wish to say without any
iota of doubt that Nigeria
stands to gain tremendously
from running the Scheme,
which, as | have repeatedly
said, has become an effective
bridge in promoting and con-
solidating South-South Coop-
eration for which we have all
along been taking a leading
role.

I wish to reiterate the fact
that Nigeria is a big player in
the international stage and ac-

cordingly have certain respon-
sibilities historically bestowed
on her. Nigeria’s global rating
demands that she be very pro-
active in strengthening coop-
eration, understanding and
self-reliance at the sub-re-
gional, regional international
settings. It should, therefore,
be stressed that while the
Scheme was designed to assist
needy ACP countries certain
benefits can also accrue to the
country.

Two former volunteers re-
tained by Shelter Afrique in
Nairobi, Kenya were instru-
mental in the decision of the
organization to fund the con-
struction of low-cost housing
units in Akwa Ibom State. Also,
ex-volunteers have return
home with new or impro{

skills and exposure for the ben-
efit of the country. Many vol-
unteers have also been re-

Precisely, 915 v«
ployment to abo
gracious apprt
Obasanjo. 25prt
were each selecti
eration and 15 f
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FAAN

FEDERAL AIRPORTS AUTHORITY OF NIGERIA

PUBLIC NOTICE

INVITATION TO TENDER FOR PREQUALIHCATION OF
PROFESSIONAL COI\ISULTANCY SERVICES FOR THE MODIHCATION
OF THE DOMESTIC TERMINAL BULDING OF THE NNAVD

AZIKIWE INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, ABUJA

The Federal Airports Authority of Nigeria in accordance with Due Process rules and regulations hereby invites
interested reputable consultancy firms or consortiumslfor pre-qualification consideration in the provision of

consultancy services to FAAN on the modification of the domestic terminal building of the Nnamdi
Azikiwe international Aijport, Abuja.

SCOPE OF CONSULTANCY SERVICES
» Architectural

» Civil & Structural Engineering

» Mechanical & Electrical Engineering
» Quantity Surveying'.

» Project Management

PRE-QUALIFICATION EXERCISE

l?horfd?lr to be considered for participation in the pre-qualification process, interested firms are required to submit
e following:

Evidence of registration with the Corporate Affairs Commission

» Evidence of registration with professional bodies
» Evidence of registration with FAAN
» Tax clearance for the last 3 years.
» Firm’s profile
» Organizational structure, including names and resumes of key personnel,
» Evidence of projects executed.

Letter of reference from«firm’s bank

Please ensure that your submission is in accordance with the format above.

All submissions should be well detailed, as the contents would be accordingly evaluated and only
short listed firms would be considered

SUBMISSION OF PRE-QUALIFICATION DOCUMENTS

All Pre-Qualification documents are to be submitted in two copies and neatly bound in binders (A4 size) and placed in
separate sealed brown envelopes marked as follows: CONFIDENTIALHPRE-QUALIFICATION FOR CONSULTANCY
SERVICES FOR THE MODIFICATION OF THE DOMESTIC TERMINAL BUILDING OF THE NNAMDI AZIKIWE
INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, ABUJA” and submitted to the office of The Secretary, Tenders Board, FAAN

Headquarters, Ikeja, Lagos, not later than fourteen days(2weeks) from the date of this naotice- while all subm|SS|ons
will be opened on the same date,at 12noon.

NB.

» Ali expenses incurred and associated with the preparation of any pre-qualification response shall be borne by the
prospective firm making” response.

» Not withstandingthe submission of the pre-qualification information, FAAN is neither committed nor obliged to include
any firm on any shortlist or to appoint any firm.

» FA“N-reserves the right to rejecfany/or ail pre-qualification submissions.

» FAAN wijl not enter into correspondence with any firm or individual on why a firmwas pre-qualified or not pre-qualified

» Lhis public notice of Invitation to Pre-qualify” shall not be construed as a commitment on the part of FAAN, nor shall

it entitle the submitting firm to make any claim whatsoever and or seek any indemnity from FAAN by virtue of such firm
having responded to this publication,
Signed

Management
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BAUCHI STATE GOVERNMENT
VA CCDFAS
ANl HI PRSI IPRAR
Your visit to Bauchi State today
IS a testimony ofyour love for the
actualization of the
transformational agenda ofthe
Government for its people. You
have always been associated with
positive ideas aimed at
Reforming and Promoting the
well-fareand growth ofthe
Nigerian Nation. Certainly, you
are an Icon of Patriotism and
leadership in Nigeria.

We therefore, wish to on behalf
of His Excellency, Alhaji (Dr.)
Ahmadu Adamu Mu’azu N srmer President, Fedoral Public ofNigerin
(Walin Bauchi), the Governor of
Bauchi State, the Executive
Government and the good people
ofthe State welcome you to
Bauchi on the auspicious
occasion of two day official visit
to commission development
projects executed by the State
Government for the benefit of the
people.

Signed

IBRAHIM ZAILANI ) His Excellency, _ .
Hon. Commissioner of Information Alhaji (Dr.) Anmadu Adamu Mu’azu (Walin Bauchi),

) . ) Executive Governor, Bauchi State,
Chairman, Publicity Sub-Committee



Wednesday* Mareli 16, 2005 i?aiiv 7 rust

L08P2005 aaan0026



Daily Trust

Wednesday, March 16,2005

NATIONAL ORIENTATION

AGENCY (NOA)
EDUCATION FOR SELF-RELIANCE

ALH. IDI FARUK DIRECTOR-GENERAL,

By
NATIONAL ORIENTATION AGENCY (NOA)

BEING THE 2005 ANNUAL LECTURE ORGANISED BY THE
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF POLITICAL SCIENCE STUDENTS
NAPSS). UNIVERSITY OF JOS CHAPTER, PLATEAU STATE,
ON THURSDAY, MARCH 3, 2005.

would like to express my sincerf appreciation to the organisers of this occasion
forgiving me the opportunity to address the importanttopic o feducation, particularly
in the context of the Nigenan society.
As you are aware, the primary concerns of the National Orientation Agency (NOA)
have to: do with orientation, the moulding and remoulding of attitudes for which
education is a key factor.
2. We are humans essentially by virtue of the processes of socialisation, education
and various live experiences. Education is unquestionably one of those distinctive
activities that make the difference between animals and human beings. It imbues the
human infant .with the potentials to evolve into a sentient, rational and autonomous
person. In contrast, animals lack die potentials to grow into higher conscious beings.
Itis through education that human beings become conscious o ftheir environment, and
itis through learning thatwe develop a moral sense o fwhat is right and wrong as well
as make choices between different courses of actions. In other words, it is only
through education thatwe can actualize the human potentials in Us.
3. Education takes place in a variety of forms —socialization through the family,
formal and informal learning in institutions and practical experiences. All this is done
in the context o four interaction with the social environment. Itis in this regard that the
NOA is interested in education. As an instrument o f socialisation, education teaches
us to uphold and promote the positive values ofsociety, and in conjunction with other
institutions such as the family, laws and religion, it prepares the citizen to uphold the
core social values ofsociety. NOA is particularly concerned with the role o feducation
as it affects people’s attitudes in our quest for national development.

4. Development has a dual component™involving both mental and material or physical
aspects. Mental development is literally the pool of intellectual ideas that are
fundamental to the management of physical development. Such ideas are propagated
through education. A nation can only grow to the extent of the depth of ideas that
drive its development vision. Education is, therefore, of strategic importance in any
system that aspires to attain sustainable development.

5. Let me point out that there are different types of education based on diverse
philosophical foundations. I am particularly interested in education for self-reliance,
which refers to the acquisition of ideas, abilities and skills that empower us to be self-
supporting, either as individuals or as a society. This is the kind of education that
should be the dream ofour country. Unfortunately, however, the pattern ofeducation
adopted in Nigeria since the dawn of independence has been a total departure from
the ideal.

6. Theworld economy is rapidly changing, with knowledge and skill supplanting physical
capital as the main sources of national growth and development. Consequently, the
structure of education is also changing in a process driven by information and
communication technology, with an increasing contribution from small and medium
scale enterprises. The emphasis is now on employment generation and self-reliance.
7. There realities and social dynamics have resulted in general reforms in higher
education in many countries of the world. Most university curricula are chang ing in
design and orientation to address the current and future needs of the learner and of
society. In Nigeria, our universities need to produce graduates that can adopt to the
constantly and rapidly changing needs ofthe labour market.

8. However, apragmatic and re”riisje”ucational infrastructure isnotone ofthe easiest
things to accomplish, p&rticuiarfy'in a country whose educational system is an offshoot
ofcolonial conquest. Nor is iteasy changing the goals and objectives ofan established
educational system, given the volume of resources needed to fund the retooling of
existing-institutions to meet desired forms. To achieve education for self-reliance,
every one of us must be innovative - the teachers, student?, government, parents and
the open society.

19. Fora long time, the structure ofoureducational system in this country has notbeen
responsive to the entrepreneurial needs of modem living. Nigeria, therefore, needs to
adopt a, pragmatic entrepreneurial approach to teaching and learning so as to reduce
the number ofunemployed young men and women who have for years been queuing
for formal employment. Since there are very few vacancies in government
establishments to absorb these unemployed youths, there is an urgent need to be
innovative in creating alternatives.

10. Necessity is the mother o finvention, which iswhy some ofour youths are beginning
to respond to the challenges ofour time. Itis encouraging that many young Nigerians,

faced with the unemployment situation, are adopting the alternative ofestablishing
private tutorial classes and holding preparatory clinics for admission seekers. Through
this creative response to the challenges of unemployment, these young men and
women become self-employed by deploying their skills in preparing candidates for
admission into tertiary institutions.

11. It is delighting to note that the National Universities Commission (NUC) is in
the process of introducing, entrepreneurial courses for final year students in our
universities. The new commitment is for Nigerian universities to produce more
knowledgeable, skilled and entrepreneurial graduates who are self-reliant and capable
of meeting the needs of present-day industry. | hope that this innovation will be
implemented as soon as possible so that the products of our universities can meet
the realities and challenges of modem living. | suggest that the NUC should take
cognisance o fexisting institutional structures for youth empowerment andjob creation
to ensure a strategic connection between the new curricula and the practical society
into which their products are thrown after graduation.

12. Other institutional coordinating agencies such as the National Board for Technical
Education (NBTE) and the National Commission for Colleges of Education (NCCE)
should emulate the NUC in introducing entrepreneurial courses in polytechnics and
colleges of education to inculcate the spirit of self-reliance in their products.

13. Given the vast informal economy that exists in Nigeria, self< employment on a
small or medium scale is always an option. Today, we have banks and institutions
which organise micro< credit facilities as a way of empowering the populace. For
example, New African Bank Pic, has what it calls an “Asset Acquisition Account
which requires a small contribution of between 15 - 30% of the cost of an asset to
be procured by a visionary entrepreneur who acquires it and pays for it over a
period of time. This not only enables the entrepreneur to make income, but he
eventually owns the asset. This, | believe, is better than waiting for non-existing
governmentjobs.

14. Raising the necessary capital, even, the 15 - 30% mentioned above, to start any
small-scale business is difficult. However, where there is a will, there will always
be away. With prayer and hardwork, nothing is impossible. For example, the thrift
collection system also known as ‘adashe’or ‘®esusu’enables a member to raise
capital far above his contribution with minimal interest to start a business.

S15. Furthermore, Government also offers certain opportunities for self-employment
iftrbugh schemes such as the National Poverty Eradication Programme (NAPEP)
and the National Directorate of Employment (NDE). There are other schemes to.
explore, including the Agricultural Loans, Youth Empowerment, Small and Medium
Scale enterprises, which enable beneficiaries to set up their own businesses.

16. It is a fact that most of the big time investors in Nigeria today never took up
government employment at any point in their life. In the developed world, there are
successful men and women of visions and ideas who believe in their abilities to
bring their dream to fmition - Bill Gates, Michael Dell, Warren Buffet, Richard
Branson, to mention a few. Phillip Emeagwali is one ofthe Nigerian equivalents of
these success stories. Such men succeed because they do not accept failures.
17. Successful businessmen are highly motivated people who are never daunted by
failures. As Dale Carnegie rightly observed
“Most ofthe important things in the world have been accomplished by people who
have kept on trying when there seemed no hope”.
For such motivated achievers, every failure is perceived as a valuable knowledge
of how not to approach a venture.
18. Finally, itis my humble view that self-reliant education prepares young people to
develop independent minds and realize their fhil pot~ptials. Itis the kind ofeducation
that enables the human person to be. fully creative and to develop. Positive attitudes
towards their civic duties. 1pray fervently that when you graduate from your various
courses, you will be inspired to embrace the richness of the informal economy,
secure your independence and develop into a fulfilled human person, materially,
socially and spiritually.
19.1thank you all for listening.
SIGNED
ALH. IDI FARUK
Director-General
National Orientation Agency (NOA)

P
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lined by recipient countries
>advisers/managers in their
irious services and are there-
>re continuing to promote
operation and understand-
g between us and those
>untries. Besides, many ex-
olunteers have been em-
oyed by International Agen-
es such as UN Volunteer
srvice because of the visible
ipact they had made in carry-
g out their respective assign-
ents in their various coun-
es of deployment.

Lastly, it is worth noting
iat Nigeria needs friends on
le international arena and
lere is no doubt that the TAC
ogramme is playing a big role

garnering such friends for
T. therefore, advisable
at*”ntinue to offer ‘tech-
cal assistance to needy
mntries in order not to jeop-
dize our long term strategic
terests. In a fast-changing
temational political land-
ape this is«ot the time to be
trospective.

How many volunteers are
m engaging in the current
enniul?

Precisely, 915 volunteers
're selected for deployment
about 20 countries, follow-
g the gracious approval of
esident Olusegun Obasanjo.

professionals from different
:lds”k*e each selected from
e 3"®tes ofthe Federation
d 15 from Federal Capital
rritory.

How many agreements
veyou signed with interna-
mal organisations in reta-
in to the scheme?

The Memorandum of Un-
Tstanding signed in 2003
>tween Nigerian and the
immonwealth Organization
s many provisions, three of
lich are to provide specific
VC volunteers to needy
)mmonwealth member coun-
es by the Directorate with
bstantial funding from the
)mmonwealth Manpower
:velopment Assistance pro-
imme; to increase the data

of Nigerian professionals on
the Secretarial Data Base of
professionals from member
countries with the aim of giv-
ing more opportunities to Ni-
gerian professionals for recruit-
ment and deployment to other
member countries by the Sec-
retariat of the organisation;
and cooperation in implement-
ing the Secretariat’sjustice im-
prove policy, aimed at assist-
ing some West African States
with the provision of Nigerian
judges for the countries con-
cerned.

Whatare the criteria used
in sending volunteer to these
countries?

The basic criteria of eligi-
bility for participation in the
programme are Nigerian citi-
zenship, possession of a uni-
versity degree or its equivalent
or professional qualification in
specialized fields. The pro-
spective candidates must also
possess a 3-year post-NYSC
working experience. Prospec-
tive volunteers who arc se-
lected on the basis of equality
of states go through a process
of interview and orientation
before being considered prima
facie qualified for deployment.
Final selection for deployment
depends on clearance by the
recipient countries. It should
be stressed that the TAC Di-
rectorate has no control over
who is eventually deployed as
this responsibility resides with
the recipient countries.

What are the responsibili-
ties or obligation o fthe receiv-
ing countries?

In line with the provision
ofthe Country Agreement be-
tween Nigeria and individual
beneficiary countries, each re-
ceiving state has the explicit
obligation of providing free
and reasonably furnished ac-
commodation for volunteers;
provision of free health care;
and provision of transporta-
tion to and from places of de-
ployment. Many recipient
countries do extend more privi-
leges and facilities to our vol-

hinteers were selectedfor de-

t 20 countries,

following the

>al of President Olusegun

essionalsfrom

differentfields

ifrom the 36 states ofthe Fed-
>m Federal Capital Territory.

unteers outside those obliga-
tions outlined in the Country
Agreement. This is often in
appreciation of the contribu-
tion of TAC volunteers to their
mrespective socio-economic de-
velopment.

What wouldyou say about
the behaviour of the volun-
teers abroad?

Over the years, TAC vol-
unteers have built positions of
distinctive recognition in their
countries of deployment.
Many of them have been re-
tained in the countries of de-
ployment because oftheir dili-
gence, devotion to duty, pro-
fessional excellence and com-
petence.

A medical TAC volunteer
received official commendation
in Sierra-Leone for his pioneer-
ing effort in setting up a pri-
mary healthcare Centre. An-
other TAC doctor who served
in Jamaica received an official
commendation for the vital role
he played-in the control of ty-
phoid fever epidemic in a
prominent area ofthe country.
TAC volunteers who served in
Belize were granted Residence
Permit in recognition of their
commendable services in that
country.

The Seychellois Govern-
ment has retained a TAC vol-
unteer who served in their apex
bank as a Legal Adviserto the
Ministry of Economic Plan-
ning.

Just recently, a volunteer
who served in the 2002/2004
biennium, Mr. Kuta, was ap-
pointed to develop the Tour-
ism Management Course he
designed in Sierra-Leone. Mr.
Kuta who served at the Milton
Margi college of Education
and Technology designed a
Tourism Management Course
which has been accredited by
the National Council for Tech-
nical VVocational and other Aca-
demic Awards (NCTVA) in Si-
erra-Leone.

So, the TAC volunteers
have always performed very
well and have thus behaved
well.

How much money does
the federal government sink
into the project every two
years?

Because of the inter lap-
ping nature ofthe Programme,
more especially the fact that
each proceeding biennium
goes a little into the next serv-
ice period, itwould be difficult
for me to give the precise cost
ofexecuting the Scheme.
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TAC doctor with colleagues during a major operation in a hospital in Zambia
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AnyishiS. Garba Kuta '.I'"AC-vqunteer lecturingat MNICE and TSierra Leone.
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communities

ully erosion has cut
G offthree communities

in Udenu Local
Government Area of Enugu
State.

The affected communities
are Egushiri-Amala,
Umuitodo-Obollonkwo and
Ulonimagu.

Chairman of the council,
Chief Fabian Ugwu, told the
News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) in Obollo-Afor, the
council headquarters today
that though no lives had been

I'lost, the people were suffering
; untold hardship.

He said Egushiri-Amala
people now had to pass
through some villages in
Benue to reach the rest of the

jcouncil area due to the
| erosion menace.

Ugwu said the

jcommunities had the highest
number of cashew
plantations in the old Nsukka
zone, stressing that since they
were cut off, Cashew
harvested from their farms had
been rotting away.

He also said families in the

affected comm”nties had been
forced to relocate to new
homes, due to the
encroachment of erosion to
their homes and farm lands.
The chairman commended
the federal and Enugu state
governments for tackling
another erosion site at Obollo-

Eke, adding that with the rate j

of work at the site, the gully
there would be controlled.

\" We are, however,
appealing to
government to assist, us in

Gov Nnamuni Chimuraoke

FCDA to construct
four multi-level
car parks

contract agreement
for the construction
of four multi-level

car parks to ease the plighip

of Abuja residents and
reorganise the city’s parking
system has been signed.

This contact agreement
is coming in line with the
F.C.T’s minister’s effort to
make Abuja the nation’s
dream city.

In a press release made
available to Daily Trust, the
proposed sites for the
development of the multi-
level carparks include: Garki,
Area 10 (Old UTC complex)
Garki, Area 1, Garki Area Il
(FCDA/HQ) and Wuse
Zone 4.

The Wuse zone 4 sites
was however removed from

the list among to
development control
problems.

It will be recalled that in
May 2004, the minister of
the F.C.T. Mallam Nasir el-
Rufai gaye AIPDC (Abuja
investment & property.
Development Company) the
mandate to handle the
proposed development
under the public private
partnership (PPP) initiative
ofhis administration.

The private sector is
given the responsibility to
initiate designs, fund the
construction, and operate
the facilities (or

infrastructures) for an agreed
term”efore reverting back to
the government.

this regard, a
competitive bidding process
was held. Afterwhich two (2)
companies namely: Minfa
limited “Design & Build
(D$B) limited were selected as
the preferred bidders, out of
the twenty-one (21)
companies that expressed
interests.

Minfa Limited is to
develop Garki Area 1, while
D&B limited is to develop
Garki Area 10& 11.

The FCT minister was
represented by the F.C.T
transport secretary at the
signing ceremony.

FCT commences 2rd

the federal j

Daily Trust

checking the erosion that is
threatening the three
communities.

“We are afraid that if the
rainy season sets in, the
situation will get worse,”
Ugwu added.

he President
Olusegun Obasanjo

has expressed joy

with the increased interest of
the private sector in the

development ofthe nation’s
mortgage financing sector.
This was made known in

a press release issued to

Daily Trust and signed by

Duke warns against
bush burning

gainst the backdrop

of the state’s
J .tourism  projec-
tions' governor Donald
Duke of Cross River State
has warned against the
dangers of bush burning in
the state.

Duke who was speaking
at the commissioning of the
Alege rural electrification
project in Obudu local
government area said he
ordered the people of the
area to put a stop to it as its

consequences are
devastating.
According to the

governor, “the mindless
exorcise of bush burning
loosens the earth leading to
loss of fertility with time,
exposes the soil to erosion
as well as destroys the
biodiversity ofan area.”

He explained that with
great tourism potential, the
Obudu Ranch Resort and
others located within the
central and northern parts of
the state, the cable car
project at the ranch and with
the envisaged three million
tourists to the area annually
by 2010 it was necessary for
the people to seriously
discourage the culture of
burning bushes.

Duke said that the
people should evolve what
he called controlled burning
because it is not a place
earmarked for farming.

He therefore charged the
commission to make good
use of the electricity being
provided them to establish
themselves and protect the
installations from theft and
vandalisation.

In a remark, State
commissioner for public

stage of cadastral
land registry

he FCT minister,
Mallam Nasir el-Rufai
I has  signed the

contract with the management
of Julius Berger Pic for the
commencement of the second
stage of the computerisation
of the cadastral and law
registry for phases Ill and IV
ofthe F.C.T.

According to a press
release issued to Daily Trust

the contract signed last
Thursday covers the satellite
towns and all the area
councils. It is also for the
development of Geo-spatial
Data and infrastructural
development in the capital
city.

The contract, according
to Mallam Nasir Ahmed el-
Rufai is expected to last fora
period ofthirty (30) months.

| From Basse, lIta,

Correspondent (Calabar)

utilities, VIr Mike Aniali said
the electricity was one of the
government’spolicy aimed at
improving the conditions of
the people.

Community leader, Mr.
Timothy Akpeji thanked the
governor for the electricity
and the prompt response lo
the August 20,2003 landslide
in the area by providing relief
materials to the victims.

He prayed for the
extension of light to six other
communities in the area.
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Obasanjo welcomes
Increased private
sector interest in

mortgage financing

By Michael Paul, (Intern)

MusaAduwak for the Senior
Special Assistant (Media) to
the president.

President Obasanjo while
receiving the report of the
Presidential committee on
mortgage financing at the
State House said there were
now “reasonably cheap
funds available which can be
used for property
development,” and advised
interested investors to take
advantage of these funds.

The president who said
his government is on an
‘Economic reform process”

said it was necessary to
reform the sector, especially
the relevant current laws.

President Obasanjo also
promised that government
would study the report and !
implement accepted
recommendations by the j
committee.

Earlier on, Housing and
Urban Development minister, |
Chief Mrs. Mobolaji Osomo
had said the committee took
a careful and comprehensive |

look at the whole.mortgage®™”
financing sector, including”I®

relevant institutions and their
role in the growth of the |
sector.

Special adviser to the president on National Assembly Matters, Senator Florence Ita-giwa (r), chairman
senate committee on environment, Senator Martins Yellowe (m) and chairman House Committee on
environment, Hon. Emeka Atuma during the National Summit on environmental management in Nigeria

held m AbUJa .recently.

pix. FeUx Onighfnde

Conservation foundation

deplores state of zoos

Nigerian
I Conservation
Foundation (NCF)
has called for the closure of
zoological gardens, due to
their “deplorable condition.”
“Zoos have become a
metaphor for institutional
neglect and deterioration in
Nigeria, and monuments ofall
shades of degradation,”
declared the foundation in a
statement.

“No government,
established at all tiers, has
known the abysmal

degradation being witnessed
in zoos in Nigeria, be it the
zoo in the University of
Ibadan, Calabar, Jos, Owerri

or Ogba in Benin, th' story is
the same,” it stated.

It noted that in the past,
zoos were well managed
because of their immense
value to education and
recreation, but over time,
government interest had
waned as attested to by
decreased funding. *x

Apart from the poor
condition of zoos, they
subject confined animals to
suffering and render them
dangerous, the statement
noted thatzoos in Nigeria had
been identified in the
international trafficking in
wildlife.

“The state of affairs in

Nigerian zoos neither finds

justification under the
International Convention on
Biodiversity, nor the
Convention on the
International Trade in

Endangered Species of
Faunaand Flora (CITES),” it
said.

It said that management
of gature should be taken
more seriously as they are
demonstrative of man’s
harmonious existence with
nature.

“It is much cheaper to
conserve nature than to
imprison animals under
unspeakable torture and
torment and at huge cost to
the nation,” the statement
added.
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KANO BRANCH:
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Bufcar Abfe» Ibrahim wjv. FUmature.
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IKEJABRANCH ,
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Nigerians query sale of FG properties

fi what appears to be confusion and what some
have labelled ethnic agenda, the federal
government announced its decision to, in
phases, sell its properties spread across the
country, amid controversy and condemnation from

\Nigerians.

Property and Environment Editor, Nasirjmam,,
here examines the issues that are causing ripples
among civil servants and occupants of such

houses.
On 28 June 1999, President
Olusegun AObasanjo

inaugurated a commission of
linquiry headed by General
Oluwole Rotimi (rtd), for the
investigation of federal
governmentproperties to deal
with the issue of mass
‘alienation of .its landed
property by state
governments, private
organisation and individuals.

When the government
received the report of the
Rotimi commission of inquiry
on 22nd March 2001, it
promptly considered it and
issued a while paper
containing its views and
directives.

On 21st August 2001,
government constituted a
committee to implement the
white paper, and this
committee submitted a
progress report which was
considered by the federal
government on the 2nd April
2003.

Meanwhile, government
had come out with circular®
dated June 27, 2003 with
reference no.SGF/19/5.47/C.1/
11/371 from the office ofthe
secretary of the government
of the federation titled
“monetisation of fringe
Ajenefits in the federal public
services.”

The circular started with a

preamble thus “over the
;years, the government
jexpenses has continued to
lescalate. The burden of
providing basic amenities for
Ipublic officers has
contributed significant to the
jcontinuous increase in
government returning
expenditure, leaving very little
mfor capital development.

On residential
accommodation, the circular
read, “provision ofresidential
accommodation for political,
public and judicial officers
have been nominated at 100
per centofannual basic salary
to be paid, annually to enable
the officer to rent houses of
their choice.”

“However, in orderto avoid
exerting severe strain on
officers presently occupying
government quarters, in the
first year of the monetisation
exercise, their residential
accommodation allowance
(100 per cent ofannual basic
salary) will be converted to
rent for the quarters they
occupy. -

“Government residential
houses across the country
will be sold by public auction
| at the end of the first year of
monetisation after proper’
valuation. Public officers
| occupying such houses will
be given the first option to
I'purchase the house but at the
price of the highest bidder.

It was at this stage that the
i federal government, among
other things, approved the
7sale of selected landed

properties in Lagos through
competitive bidding after
valuation has been carried
out.

By 15th March, 2004, the
implementation committee
had placed advertisement in
some national dailies,
inviting bids for the sale of
some of its properties in
Lagos. So it was not
surprising that.

The properties include
the 1004 estate, Victoria
Island, federal secretariat,
Phase | and IlI, Ikoyi, Bar
Beach Towers, Victoria
Island, Eric Moore Towers,
Surulere, Mulliner Tower,
lkoyi, Awolowo road
towers, Ikoyi and Alaghon
Towers, lkoyi, all situated
in Lagos.

Bidding closed on
Thursday 15th April 2004
while opening of bids took
place publicly a day after,
16th April 2004.

UACN properties
development company pic
emerged the preferred
bidder for the 1004 estate
by staking N4.5 billion to.
beat two other contenders
for the government.

However, two other
properties of the federal
government in Lagos had
no bid. These are the federal
secretariat phases | and I,
and the Bar Beach Towers
on Victoria Island.

Investigation revealed
that the refusal of bidders
to ask for the federal
secretariat in Ikoyi might be
unconnected with the fire
incident that gutted the
edifice at that time.

The Dock management
Nigeria Limited, which was
the sole bidder for Eric
Moore Towers, emerged
the preferred bidder putting
down N40.11 million for the
property.

For Alagbon Towers, the
Nigerian Social Insurance
Trust Fund (NSITF)
emerged the preferred
bidder, outbidding two
others, wit a bid of N1.2
billion.

A subsidiary of Union
Bank Nig. Pic Union Homes
savings and loan Ltd won
the bid for the Awolowo
road Toners with a price of
N50I million, while it also
emerged as the preferred
bidder for the mulliner
towers with an”~offer of
N575 million.

However, the planned
sale of the 1004 flats has
generated a lot of
controversy between the
government and the
occupants, mostly civil
servants who said the offer
by UACN was too low.

Investigation revealed
that an unconfirmed value
of the housing estate has
been put of over N32.5
billion which means that if

estate surveyors were properly
commissioned to valued the
1004 estate, the value would be
between N30-N40 billion.

It was gathered that nowhere
in the world has property been
offered for sale through bidding
as the process has always been
to find out the real value and a

The association had earlier
sought a court injunction
against federal government’s
move with the support of the
Nigeria Labour Congress
(NLC), apex body of
organised labour in Nigeria in
the fight against the sale of
the estates.

Minister of housing
and urban
development, Chief
Mrs. Mobolaji Osomo,
in far away USA at that
time, said that because
government lack
enough funds, the only
alternative open to it is
to go through the
disposal exercise
through the mortgage
industry.

“Nigerians are

j implored to pick interest

in mortgage industry,
lefforts are on high gear
| to educate them in this
regard prior to that time
the whole concept was
there but execution was
nothing to write home

Chief (Mrs.) Mobolaji Osomo, Minister about,” the minister

ofHousing and Unban Development

price attached which would be
negotiable.

Mrs. Umma Mohammed, Vice
Chairman of 1004 Housing
Estate residents Association, at
that time, said the government
decision to sell the estate was a
contradiction of its policy of
“housing for all by the year
2020.”

Mohammed pleaded with the
government to begin the
implementation ofthe policy by
selling the estates to those
residing in the estates.

“Let the policy take immediate
effect and not wait until 1,388
families living at present in
federal government’s estates in
Lagos are rendered homeless,”
she said.

While pleading caution,
other professionals warned that
the sale of government
properties could portend danger
for both the economy and the
future ofcoming generations in
our country.

Frontline Nigerian
accountant, Mr. Akintola
Williams, at a business forum at
the time, urged government to
encourage mortgage firms to
focus more on medium and long
term loans to enable young
people own their own homes.

UACN property development
company pic, Chief Executive,
Mr. Steve Mayaki, also
criticised the sale of the high-
rise properties in Lagos, saying
it would be counterproductive
and create future facility
management problems to the
buyers, as the properties are
inter-lined with infrastructure.

Another professional, Alhaji
Adetola Shote, also said that
the houses should be managed
to ensure that may Nigerian
become home owners, instead
ofmaking more millionaires out
of the properties.

Mr. Abdul Kohol, chairman
of the 1004 housing estate
association, who is leading the
opposition of the sale, said it
negates federal government’s
monetisation policy which
states that “government
quarters will be sold to civil
servants who will pay for them
with their monetisation
accommodation allowance.”

said.

The high-rise properties,
which are block ofapartments
would be sold as entire
estates or entire blocks while
consideration for sitting
tenants would be made only
in single unit occupier
buildings that would be
considered in the next phase
ofthe exercise.

Early February this year, the
implementation committee,
announced fresh tenders for
the valuation of federal
government landed property
in Lagos.

This move by government
nullifies an earlier plan to
retain the estate survey firms
that took part in the inventory
carried out in1998 under the
mandate of the Brig-Gen.
Rotimi (rtd) commission of
inquiry.

Available data indicates
that 5,417 residential housing
units and 102 other buildings
existing in Lagos.

Minister of housing and
urban development, Chief
(Mrs) Mobolaji Osomo said
“to be able to obtain
independent valuation, the
committee has decided to use
the services of 32 estate
valuers, earlier engaged in
1998, to revalue these
property.

But Prof. P.T. Ahire, the
committee secretary, said the
tender call is to ensure
transparency and
accountability as the value of
the affected property should
be known before its disposal.

Meanwhile, the federal
government, on March 2 2005,
announced that itwould raise
an estimatedN300 billion from
the sale 030,000 houses built
by government ministries,
agencies, and departments
located in different parts of
the country.

The federal executive
council, which decided on
outright sale of the houses,
says beneficiaries of the
scheme would be civil
servants, public servants and
the Nigerian public.

FCT minister, Mallam Nasir
el-Rufai, who briefed news-
men after the FEC meeting,

said that out of the 30,000
houses, 25,000 built by the
federal capital development
authority were located in
Abuja.

The minister explained that
two categories of houses
have been identified for sale
under the scheme which is to
be financed through the
floating ofa bond on the floor
ofthe Stock Exchange by the
federal government.

The two categories, he
said, include houses
occupied by civil servants
and those occupied by
political appointees,

“For the houses to be sold
to civil servants, the valuation
will be based on the current
replacement cost of the
building as determined by the
FCDA or our professional
valuers excluding the cost of
land and infrastructure,” the
minister said.

On the houses occupied by
political appointees, el-Rufai
said such participants will
participate inan open bidding
and given the right of first
refusal.

“When the bids are open,
the highest price offered by
the bidders would be offered
to the occupants of the
house. The houses will be
sold with the current
occupant having the right of
first refusal to purchase-
within 30 days of offer. The
right to purchase is tieither
transferable nor assignable,”
he said.

Already, he said,
government has commenced
discussions with banks to
work out the financing
structure of the sale.

Almost immediately, the
implementation committee
published names of legal
occupants of its high-rise
buildings in Lagos who have
been relocated to houses in
Abesan Lagos, and Gwarinpa,
Abuja.

The housing and urban
development ministry have
started issuing letters of
relocation to occupants of its
estates in Lagos affected by
the sale to estates that were
not affected.

Chairman of the 1004
residents association, Mr.
Abdul Kohol, however in an
interview, said the measure
adopted by government was
most unfair.

Kohol wondered why
government did not come up
with a more transparent and
proper procedure in
relocating residents of the
estate instead of adopting a
divide and rule tactics.

He said information at the
disposal of the association
had it that most of those who
were relocated were working
with government agencies
which had completely
complied wrth  AJjie
monetisation policy.

Kohol urged government to
come up with details of the
entire process so that others
would know their fates
especially ifitwas being done
in phases.

Chairman of the Nigeria
Civil Service union, FCT
chapter, Emmanuel Igiri also
expresses the opinion trade
union on government’s
decision to sell its houses is

not addressing the problem
of workers because there is
no money to buy the houses
at current market prices.

“Civil servants have been
paying through their rent
subsidy. The amount so far
paid as rent should form part
ofthe payment for the houses
ifgovernment is sincere in ks
decision to sell them.

Comrade Fajana Godwin of
the Amalgamated Union of
Public Corporation, Civil
Servants, Technical and
Recreation Sendee Emplo-
yees (AUPCTRE) also said
that the expectation was that
government would have
retained the buildings to
serve as government quarters
rented out at a very fair and
affordable rates to workers
like it used to be before the
introduction of rent subsidy.

Real Estate Developers,
however commended the
government over the sale,
saying that the development
would boost the nation’s
property market.

Vice-president of the Real
Estate Developers
Association of Nigeria
(REDAN), Brig-Gen Danladi
Zakari (rtd) who made the
commendation, said that
money accruing from the sale j
should be channelled into the
National Housing Fund in
order to provide loans for
Nigerians to build or
purchase their own houses.

According to him, present
occupants who cannot meet
the stipulated prices of the |
government houses would j
come to private developers, j
thereby creating more
business for them.

Another respondent, who |
spoke on condition of
anonymity, however differs
saying that the decision to sell i
the houses in a grand ethnic
conspiracy of governmentto j
sell the houses to a section
of the country because they
are the one’s in power.”

He also said thatj
government have notj
explained why some houses
have been exempted for sale j
example are the houses ofthe
senate president and speaker, j
House of Representatives, j
including government;
quarters occupied by the army
and police.

“It is said that after over 30 |
years in public service, this is
how government will reward
us contrary to what we were
made to believe, there was no
offer to us to buy the houses, j
no consideration. Just'd letter
of eviction and a 7 day j
deadfine to pack out.

“To sell the estates to any
other person other than the j
occupiers at the price of the |
highest bidder by the same
government for whom they
have toiled all these years
shows betrayal of trust and !
bad faith, in fact it is just a
case of robbing Peter .to pay
Paul.

“The bDbrandishing of
alternative allocation
somewhere in a hurriedly
prepared estate or an out-of-
the-reach estate, is not only
ridiculous but also difficultto j
comprehend.”

Meanwhile, government
has fixed April 25, 2005, 'for
opening ofbids for the federal
secretariat, Ikoyi, Bar Beach
Towers, Victoria Island, and
the federal government
special guest house, Victoria j
Island, Lagos.
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4. ACCOUNT NUMBER:— —
5, BALANCE AS AT 31SIJULY 2003:
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and submitted to any of the above mentioned offices of Red Star Express Ltd. by 31sMarch 2005 for onward transmission toour head office.

Please note that the staff of Red Star Express Itd. are only authorised to recieve the Information. Allenquiries should be directed to:

Dapo Idowu: 01-8932106  Sly Enekwe: 01-8932105 Obiora Amobi; 01-2662443
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FMBN deniestruncating =« -« e e v e

new housin

f ~ ilhe Federal Mortgage
Bank of Nigeria
(FMBN) has denied

the allegation that its board

of directors is truncating
the new National Housing

Policy.

A statement from
FMBN, signed by its public
relations manager, Dauda A.
Y usuf, denied'-- the
publication in‘one of the
daily newspapers (not
Daily Trust) in which the
correspondent misled the
public on information
bordering on our official
procedures for approving
and disbursing-NHF loans
to applicants.

The statement said NHF
is a strategic initiative
adopted by government to
provide cheap funds to
finance development of
mass affordable and decent
housing and is collected
from a mandatory
deduction of 2.5% of the
salaries/income of

By Nasir Imam, Property

i & Environment Editor
contributors, be they in
government or private
sector employment or self
employed.

The Federal Mortgage
Bank of Nigeria (FMBN),
the statement said, is
mandated to collect and
manage the NHF in the
interest of the
contributors. This informs
the Bank’s policy of
negotiation and
agreement on the final
sale price of houses to be
financ«d by FMBN and
built by Estate
Developers, for onward
sale to contributors to the
National Housing Fund.

“In other to ensure the
stability of the approved
sale price, the Bank grants
the loan at 10% interest to
the developer, and not
15% as claimed in the
write-up while the estate

NSE task governments
on engineers

ederal and state
governments have
been told to patronise

-

Nigerian engineers to
develop indigenous
technology.

Mr Kashim Ali, the Vice
President of the Nigerian
Society of Engineers (NSE)
made the call in Lagos while
inaugurating three
committees ofthe society.

The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that
the committees inaugurated
included programme and
publicity, appointment,
promotion and disciplinary,
as well as that of planning.

In an interview with
NAN, Ali urged governments
at all levels to trust local
engineers, and empower
them.

According to him, “no
foreigner, no matter the level
of good will can love this
nation more than Nigerians.”

Ali urged the
governments to learn from
the example of the Works
Minister, Chief Adeseye
Ogunlewe by making use of
indigenous engineers to
develop indigenous
technology for the country.

“We-could do a lot for
ourselves in this country if
only we could believe in
ourselves,” he said.

Ali urged members ofthe
committees to be steadfast
and show commitment in
whatever assignment they
were given.

He
1.

enjoined his

colleagues to act
responsibly in all
situations, saying that they
must always be guided by
the ethics of the profession.
He said that proficiency
and the willingness to
serve were the criteria used
in selecting members ofthe
various committees.

g policy

development is to be
completed within 18 to 24
months, with a moratorium
period of six months.” The
bank’s agreement with estate
developers clearly states that
no additional charges shall be
imposed on the contributor/
mortgagors except those
already agreed upon as
between FMBN and the Estate
developers and or the PMI that
serves as the marketer of the
estate, FMBN said.

The management of FMBN
considers it a disservice to the
owners of the fund (i.e NHF
contributors) whose monies
were used to build these
estates, to be over priced
beyond their reach.

The statement added that
the allegation that the Bank is
a place where money goes in
and does not come out is
clearly a contradiction of the
writer’s acceptance that the
Bank approves loans for
Housing development and
acquisition. As a matter of fact
90% of the loans ever
approved were done within
the last 2 years, under the
present management of the
Bank, chaired by Prof. Akin
Mabogunie. Out of a total NHF
collection 0fN14.8 billion the
Bank has approved and
disbursed the sum of N8.85
billion as at December 2004, for
the construction of over
22,000 housing units nation
wide.

NPA pays port residents
three years housing
allowances to leave

he Nigerian Ports
I Authority (NPA)
has commenced the

payment of three years
housing allowance in
advance to its staff living
in the Tin-Can Island Port
Estate.

The measure is to
enable the workers to move
out -and secure
accommodation elsewhere
S0 as to leave the estate to
private port investors.

The Assistant General
Manager, Public Affairs of
NPA, Me Abiodun Borha,
whe(: disclosed this in
Lagos on Thursday, added
that no staff living in the
estate would be given a
quit notice without proper
planning.

According to Borha,
the movement of the
workers out of the estate is
to be made as painless as
possible.

e Secretary of the-

Estate. Resident
"Haqyft yraiuf Tj; vswil

Association, Mr Smart
Mohammed confirmed to the
NewsAgency ofNigeria (NAN)
that he received a cheque for
his  three-year housing
allowance two days earlier but
declined to disclose what the
sum total was.

Mohammed explained that
almost all the 100 residents of
the estate had received their
cheques.

He described the NPA
management as ‘sympathetic’
and expressed appreciation for
the gesture.

to a

re b u ild

he Iranian government
has decided to allocate
50 million U.S. dollars for

Afghanistan’s reconstruction
projects in 2005, said a Afghan
official.

“Iran intends to spend 50
million U.S. dollars on various
reconstruction projects in

lr a n

.Afghanistan .throughout 2005,’

Afghan-Fina”ce Anwarul Haq
1 MW
id Jon zi <nonim
jBift ba'jsne rerittift
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The DumeZ House: Taking a cuefrom the construction giant Julius Berger Pic, most construction
companies are building befitting head office buildings in the FCT. Picture above shows the DUMEZ House
which accommodates the Italian construction company, DUMEZ Nigeria Ltd. Situated on four spacious
floors, the recently completed Dumez house is located within the central area along the airport road,
Abuja, and isfinished in creamy marble and tinted glass.

FGspencs N3, /b on4 bridoes

he federal government
has awarded a N3.7
billion contract for

building four bridges across
River Matan Fada at
Argungu, says the Minister
of State for Works, Alhaji Sale
Shehu.

Shehu announced this in
Bimin Kebbi, during a recent
visit to Kebbi State deputy
governor, Alhaji Suleiman

Argungu.
He said the Federal
Executive Council had

approved the revocation ofa
previous contract for the job,
due to non-performance by

the contractor involved
Stirling Nig Ltd.
According to Shehu:

“President Obasanjo has
directed that N600 million be
drawn from the Ecological
Fund and another N1 billion
from the FERMA account, to
be given to the contractor, as
mobilisation fee, owing to the
importance ofthe project.

“The president had
promised people of the area
that the project would go
ahead to ease communication
and transport links between
the country and Niamey, the
Niger Republic capital.”

Shehu further noted that,
“the sum of N1.5 billion has
been provided in this year’s
budget for the job to
proceed.”

He said he was confident
that the contractor, Messrs
Dantata and Sawoe would
“complete the bridges within
the stipulated contract

te § 5

g A fg h a
Ahadi was quoted by state-
run Anis Daily as saying
today.

Iran pledged a 500-million-
dollar package for the
reconstruction process in
post-war Afghanistan at
Tokyo conference in 2002.

Ofthe 50 million dollars
allocated' for this yeari!10
million W$1 be spent 6n*

period, given their track
record on previous
contracts.”

In his response, Emir of
Argungu lauded the federal
government for re-awarding
the contract.

“In fact, the completion of
those bridges will definitely
bring succour to our people, j
who annually lose their
goods and lives trying to j
cross the river on canoes,” he
added.

.Xolink roacs inbituen
procucing aress

orks  Minister,
Senator Adeseye
Ogunlewe has

assured that all tourist
destinations, agricultural,
bitumen and gas producing
areas are to be linked by good
Federal roads.

Adeseye said this was
one of the initiatives of

President Olusegun
Obasanjo to boost the
economy and increase

national revenue from non-oil
and gas sources.

The Minister gave the
assurances while responding
to an address by the Owa of
Idanreland, the Arubiefin IV
Oba Frederick Aroloye J.P.
OFR, who led a delegation to
his Mabushi, Abuja office to
ask for the construction of a
Federal road on Akure -
Idanre - Ofusu road to link
the Ondo State Capital
through ldanreland with the
Benin - Shagamu Dual
carriage expressway at Ofusu
in Edo State.

He disclosed that
President Olusegun
Obasanjo had set up a very
high-owered committee bn
cocoa initiative with 9 States

0 m fo

n is ta n

asphalting Kabul’s battered i
streets while 40 milliftnwillap

to other projects in urgent
nee(j j

—

presi.&enEs i.naugurated th(]e1
122-km-long Dogharan road j
in January built with Iranian

assistance, which connects,
IranrtoAfghanistan'swSsfern !
province of Herat.

| From Olumide Bajulaiye,
Correspondent (Lagos)

as members and headed by the
Deputy-Govemor of Ekiti State,
According to the minister,!
this was in furtherance of Mr.
President’s policy to reduce:
the nation’s dependence on oil!
and gas for national revenue. |
He disclosed that before
the advent of this!
administration, 90 percent of!
our national income came from
oil and gas, but has now
reduced to about 87 percent.
He said the Federal
Government would commence
the design of the Akure .|
Idanre - Ofusu road to ensure |
the evacuation of their cocoa
and other agricultural!
products and facilitate!
movement of tourists to the
beautiful and tourist attracting
hills and landscape of *
Idanreland in Idanre ~ocal
Government ofOndo State.
Earjier in his address, the!
Owa of Idanreland, Obal!
Fredrick Aroloye commended j
the Works Minister for his
matured handling of political
and social aspects of his!
national assignment as well as
his firmness and dexterity in
handling the various road
construction projects.
The Oba noted that the
Minister had made immense
fast-track contributions to

nati°nai development since he
assumed office.

He thanked the President,

SR R SR AL

and urged that a mé6nitorirtg
Lhit should be constituted to!
ensure judicious and direct
disbursement*'6f fttritft tO::

peasant cocoa fa*Tners.'f!

W Sfigiiror 3iit—Jframqoteveu ifikib .
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SSS, el-Rufal
parley on security

S part of
A familiarisation and
fostering a good

working relationship
between the Department of
State Security Service (SSS)
and the Federal Capital
jTerritory (FCT), th” state
directors ofthe service m the
;North Central zone paid a
courtesy call on the FCT
minister, Malam Nasir el-
Rufai.

The seven-member
delegation led by Alhaji
Ibrahim L. Mashi, who is also
the Plateau State SSS director
told the minister that they
were in the FCT to deliberate
on security affecting the
INorth Central zone which

comprises FCT, Benue,
Nasarawa, Plateau Kogi,
Kwara and Niger States.

Speaking on behalf*)!'the
delegates, Alhaji Mashi said
that the liaison has become
necessary as a result of the
common security problem
within the zone.

While thanking the FCT
minister for his support and
cooperation to the FCT
department ofthe service, the
team leader further called for
acommon security response
from the zone *hile pledging
that the service will explore
all avenues to achieve
security in the zone.

Recently, the directors
on behalfofthe FCT minister,

Vendor arraigned over
stolen copies of Daily Trust

A newspaper vendor,

one Kayode Adeleke
QfDagba Village, Area
:I Abuja has been arrai%rg&g.

;before an Abuja Chief
| Magistrate sitting in Jabi, for
allegedly receiving about 284
:stolen Daily Trust
newspapers valued at the

ACOMORAN
sacks own
chairman

By AbdulW ahab Deji
Ajikobi, Stinger (Abuja)

tie national executive

council of

__ Amalgamated
iCommercial Motorcycle
Owners and Riders
Association of Nigeria
(ACOMORAN) has

terminated the appointment
of its FCT caretaker
committee chairman, Mr.
Farouk Nasir, following a
vote ofno confidence passed
against him by majority ofthe
members of the executive
icommittee.

A statement signed by
|the national secretary of the
jassociation, Alhaji Muham-
mad Sani Hassan, said the
national executive council
after interviewing the former
caretaker committee chair-
|man along with other mem-
jbers approved the removal of
jthe FCT caretaker chairman
iwhile the state coordinator,
Alhaji Abubakar Sidi, was
idirected to take charge ofthe
administration of the
association pending the
appointment of another
Ichairman.

Chief

TM e chipf of Aleiyite, a
suburb of Abuja along
airport road, Malam

Ibrahim Aleiyita, has praised
the clean up exercise
embarked upon by the
Federal Capital Development
Authority (FCDA) in the
village. He made this remark

sum of N210,000 from one
Audu Adamu of Heritage
House, Wuse Abuja, now at

According to Sgt Edet
Emmanuel, the police
prosecutor, on February 22
this year at about 5:30 a.m.,
the accused person was
arrested with 284 copies of
Daily Trust newspaper
valued at about N 210,000 at
Dagba Village, Abuja which
he allegedly claimed to have
received from one Audu
Adamu of Heritage House,
Wuse Zone 3, Abuja, now at
large. «

Sergeant Emmanuel told
the court that the accused
during investigation
confessed that he has been
a perpetual receiver of the
said newspapers for about
two years now.

The prosecution further
informed the court that the
accused was charged with
receiving stolen properties
punishable under section 317
of the penal code law of
Nigeria. The accused person
pleaded not guilty to the
charge.

The defence counsel,
Barrister Chris Onwugbowu,
prayed for bail arguing that
the accused had been in
police custody for three
weeks before being granted
bail by the police.

The presiding magistrate,
Idayata Akanni granted the
accused bail in the sum of
N50.000 with two sureties in
like sum. She adjourned the
case to March 30, 2005 for
hearing.

By Benjamin Auta, Crime
Reporter j
last week in his palace while

speaking with Abuja Trust.
Malam Ibrahim said that
the development has given
the town a new look as most
places formerly littered with

rubbish are now clean.

the executive secretary ofthe
Federal Capital Development
Authority (FCDA), Engr.
Muhammad Sani Alhassan
commended the state
directors of the SSS in the
North Central zone for the
choice of Abuja for their
quarterly meeting particularly
at a time when Abuja was
being positioned as a
conference and tourist city.

While appreciating
security as a very important
component of development
of any nation, Engr.
Muhammad promised that
the FCT will cooperate with
the service in its demand for
a common security approach.

Issues to be discussed at
the two day quarterly
meeting include identifying
common problems and
strategies, spread of cultism,
armed robbery, and the,
energising public response to
incidences ofpolice brutality
as occurred in Benue State
recently.
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Traders packing out their wares from Area 1 Shopping Complex as the deadline given to them by the \
Abuja Municipal area council (AMAC) expired on Monday.

Area One traders sue el-Rufal

rea One Trades
A Association, Garki

yesterday filed a
legal suit against FCT
minister and chairman of
Federal Capital Development
Authority (FCDA), Malam
Nasirel-Rufa’i at the Federal
High Court, Abuja over the
proposed demolition of Area
One shopping centre.

The traders are praying

Magistrate remands two

nVAr* fifnlon

OyCIl M U Itll
n Abuja Chief
Magistrate has

remanded two men,
Madu Sunday of NO 5
Ezedigbo Street, Omogba-
Obasi, Anambra State and
Oyekere Kingsley of Apo
Mechanic Village, Abuja for
allegedly stealing a
Mercedes Benz car.

The offence is contrary
to section 97 289 of penal
code law of the Federal
Republic ofNigeria.

According to the FIR, the
accused criminally conspired
and stole a Mercedes Benz
230E salon with registration
No. C 471 ABC belonging to
one Elder Ogan E. Okeydo,
ofplot CF-08 Apo Village. The
FIR further revealed that the
car was subsequently found
in the accused procession.

The accused pleaded not
guilty to the charge and the
case was fixed for hearing
March 30,2005.

In a related development
one Sha’aibu Alabi appeared
before the chief magistrate
for alleged cheating which is
contrary to section 322 ofthe
penal code law.

The FIR revealed that the
accused allegedly deceived
and collected the sum of
N476,500 from one Christian
Okafor of Area 11, Garki

raises clean up exercise

The chief called for the
digging of more open pits in
satellite towns for proper
waste disposal and control.

He however decried the
lack of water in the area
saying that the only borehole
in the area has stopped
working.

Abuja for arenovationjob at

CdXGwarinpa in 2003 which he
own ;

converted to his

personal use.

1

The accused pleaded not j

guilty and the case was

adjourned for further hearing |
to May 11,2005.

the court for an interlocutory
injunction restraining the

p;x: NAN 1

the suit are the executive
chairman (AMAC), Abuja

minister and MWisw agemtam mWVmnkigal®rea Bo#ndl, the

jointly from ejecting the
members ofthe plaintiff from
Area 1 shopping centre or
implementing the content of
the quit notice dated
February 22, 2005 pending
the determination of the
substantive suit.

They are also seeking for
interlocutory injunction
restraining the defendants or
anyone acting for them from
resolving or threatening to
revoke the market shops
allocations granted to the
individual members of the
traders associations pending
the determination ofthe case.

Listed as defendants in

Ministry staffcharged for

A daffofthe Ministry
Internal Affairs has
appeared before a
chiefmagistrate sitting in Jabi
on a two-count charge of
criminal intimidation and
defamation of character.

The First Information
Report (FIR) revealed that the
accused was reported by one
Dr. BA Odenuga of the

Mimstry of Power and Steel

By Ebenezer John, (InternjT?

for blackmailing, attacking
and holding him responsible
for being posted out from his
former office at Custom,
Immigration and Prison
pensions office,
Gwagwalada.

The FIR further stated
that the accused allegedly

employed the services ofone
pressman, Mr. Yusuf and

Federal Capital Development
Authority and the minister of
the Federal Capital Territory.

In the suit filed by Chief
Tochukwu Onwugbufor
(SAN), the plaintiffasked for
an order to stop the defend-
ants from harassing or interf-
ering molesting them pend-
ing the final determination of
the suit.

In astatementofclaim, the
plaintiff said that between
1984-1993 the traders were
allocated permanent open
spaces by the AMAC for
development into market
shops at Area 1 Shopping
Centre subject to the
payment of annual rent.

Intimidation

Others from The Triumph
Newspaper to publish his *
name on the paper for |
embezzlement.

The alleged offence, j
criminal intimidation and j
deformation of character, is j
contrary to section 394, 397
(6) ofthe penal code law.

The chief magistrate |
granted the accused bail and j
adjourned the case to May
4,2005.

Man in court over sexual assault on 4-yr-old

MeB'P i F@ﬁlggef

has appeared before
an Abuja Chief Magistrate,
Othman Musa, sitting in Jabi
for sexually assaulting a 4-
year-oldgirl.

According to the First
Information Report (FIR), the
accused was alleged to have
invited the 4-year-old girl, also
of the same address, into his
room and gave her bread and
biscuit.

On entering his room, the
accused was alleged to have
inserted his finger into her
vagina, which inflicted injuries
on her private part. The offence
is. contrary to section 275 of
the penal code.

The defence counsel to
the accused, Chike Uwekolan,
prayed the court to grant him
bail.

However the prosecution
objected to the bail on the
grand that sexual assault on
minors is not bailable. It
further argued that the victim

By Ekanen. Bassey Eyo, |

Intern
is still receiving treatment and
that the doctor’s report is not
yet available adding that

granting ofbail to the accused

will temper with the investi-
gatiom. The case was adjou-
med to Marsh 31 2005 for
further hearing.

KOSPEL ELECTRIC
INSTANT WATER HEATER
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Fake ampicillin syrup Qe
producers nab bed

our persons have been
arrested by the police
in Kano in connection
with the fake production of
iAmpicillin syrup for children.

Police sources confirmed
that the four suspects pro-
duced the fake Ampicillin
isyrup by mixing custard pow-
|der with alubo (ferme"hted
but dried cassava powder)
thereby causing harm to little
children.

ASP Gambo Mohammed
who is police public relations
officer. Zone One police
headquartres in Kano, who
confirmed the report said the
|label on the Ampicillin bottle
|indicated that the product

By Jamilah Nuhu,
Correspondent, Kano

was made in Enugu and
Onitsha and that the actual
fact was that the®suspects
were using yam flour and cus-
tard powder.

He said that the suspects
and the buyers ofthe drug all
ofwho reside in Sabon Gari
market would be handed over
to NAFDAC for further in-
vestigation and prosecution.

One of the buyers said he
bought one carton of the
syrup and that he suspected
the drug was fake and there-
fore raiseS alarm.

In his words: “Jude (one of
the suspects) sold one car-

Fire disaster'. School
receives N70,000 donation

awakin Tofa local

management of the school to
exercise caution in their ac-
tivities to guide against fur-

government ofKano
D state has donated
170,000 naira towards thEhgg-occurrence and pledged

habilitation of some parts of
Dawakin Tofa Secondary
School that was recently gut-
ted by fire.

The chairman ofthe coun-
cil, AlhajiAhmed Mohammed
;Speaker, condoled students
lof the school and told the
principal, Alhaji Abdullahi
Sani, that the amount was
Imeant to cushion the effect
lof the loss.

He called on the state
lemergency reliefagency and
well-meaning individuals to
come to the aid ofthe school
jaccording to him; govern-
ment alone cannot take up all
the responsibilities of gover-
Inance.

The chairman reiterated
that though the amount
Icould not meet the necessary
repairs itwould go along way
in improving the welfare of
ithe school.

He advised students and

the council’s continued sup-
port for the school.

Responding the principal
expressed gratitude to the
chairman for the gesture. He
said that the school would
continue to excel in its edu-
cation in the area.

KNSG

ton ofthe Ampicillin to me at
the cost0fN4,000.1 gave him
a deposit of N 1,800. Then |
noticed that the medicine was
fake after one bottle broke
while | was trying to lift the
carton”.

to construct

1,528 houses

he Kano State gov

ernment has began

4he construction of
housing scheme in all the
forty-four local government
areas in the state.

Flagging offthe campaign,
the state governor, Mallam
Ibrahim Shekarau, said under
the scheme, twelve houses
would be constructed in each
ofthe forty-four local govern-
ment areas across the state.

During the exercise in
Kibiya local government
area, Mallam Shekarau said

By Aliyu S. Machika,
Correspondent Kano
the exercise was part of his
administration’s effort aimed
at providing shelter to the
people.

He also said that under the
scheme, the African Develop-
ment Fund would contribute
fifty (50) percent of the total
cost while the Kano State
government and the local
government councils would
give the remaining fifty per-
cent.

Public, private hospitals warned
over medical waste disposal

ublic and private hos

pitals in Kano State

have been asked to ad-
here to guidelines governing
idisposal of medical wastes in
|the state or face the wrath of
the law.

The state commissioner for
health, Dr. Sanda Mahmud,
jgave the warning while re-
jceiving the managing direc-
:tor of Refuse Management
land Sanitation Board
(REMASAB), Alhaji Hussaini
Musa Kerry who paid him a
courtesy visit.

Dr. Sanda stated that the
lexisting laws governing the
;disposal of medical wastes is
Istill in force adding thathos-
Ipitals therefore should ad-
lhere to it strictly.

The commissioner further

said that hospital workers are
fully aware of such laws and
have knowledge for the
proper disposal of such
wastes. He called on then to
complement government’s ef-
forts in ensuring clean and
healthy environment.

On the board’s proposal to
hold a seminar for hospitals
on proper disposal of medi-
cal wastes, Dr. Sani sup-
ported the idea and described
it as appropriate.

He then suggested that the
seminar should focus atten-
tion on reawakening and re-
minding hospitals’ manage-
ments of their responsibility.

He also called on the board
to intensify action to get rid

ofindustrial waste in the state
as according to the commis-
sioner, it is another factor that
needs serious attention .of
REMASAB.

Speaking earlier, the
REMASAB managing direc-
tor, Alhaji Hussaini Musa
Kerry, expressed dismay over
the presence of medical
dressing materials at some
refuse disposal centres in the
state.

The managing director,
who described the trend-as
dangerous, explained that
such materials could be harm-
ful to both children and ani-
mals. He then called on the
commissioner to intervene
and appeal to assist the board
for a successful conduct of
the proposed seminar.

various developmen-
tal projects in Madobi local
government area.

The chairman caretaker
committee of Madobi, Alhaji
Illyasu Kwankwaso, revealed
that in line with Governor
Shekarau’s call for develop-
ment projects his council has
touched the live ofthe people
in the area like other past ad-
ministrations.

Madobi expends over
N200m on projects

By Ahmed Abubakar,
Correspondent Kano

Mallam llyasu Kwankwaso
said among the projects ex-
ecuted by his administration
are the construction of
Madobi to Rikadawa road at
the cost of N40 million and
the electrification of three

polling wards at the cost of
N57 million.

Kwankwaso however de-
bunked allegations that the
recent extension of his ten-
ure to six months was an ef-
fort to frustrate the former
Kano State governor, Dr.
Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso.

Unemployedyouths atKurnaslum in Kano take tofrying fishfor sale due to unemployment.

Pix: Yusha’u Adamu lbrahim

158 W F patients undergo

free treatment

total of 158 patients
suffering from Vesico
Vaginal Fistula (W F)

have so farreceived free treat-
ment in Kano under a free
treatment programme initi-
ated by ministry of Works
and Health in collaboration
and UNFPA and Red Cross
Society, Kano state branch.
The state commissioner of
women affairs, Dr. Gaji Fatima
Dantata, who disclosed this
through the deputy director,
social welfare in charge of
W F hospital, Hajiya Haruna.
Dr. Gaji Dantata urged local
councils to immediately send
their patients to receive treat-
ment under the programme.
She stated that according
to medical doctors, protracted
labour is the major cause of
W F. She therefore called on
men to allow their wives to
undergo antenatal clinic when
pregnant up to delivery as
according to her this will
minimise casualties.
Speaking also on the
programme, the executive sec-
retary of the Nigerian Red
Cross, Kano State branch,
Alhaji Musa Abdullahi ex-
pressed delight over the suc-
cessful conduct of the opera-
tions so far conducted on 158
patients.
Mallam Musa Abdullahi

By Yushau Adamu Ibrahim, j
Correspondent, Kano

advised patients to always
adhere to doctor’s prescrip-

*

tion. He thanked the state”
government for its concern
and assistance for the suc-
cess ofthe programme.

Despite Kanogovernments effort to clear drainages o fwastef many
waterways are still blocked at Fagge along Murtala Muhammed

Way. ?

Pix: Musa Kazaure
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AD chieftain cautions
against calumny

n AD chieftain,
A Bashorun

Babatunde Odetola,
has cautioned politicians
seeking elective posts to
lavoid campaigns of calumny
land joining issues with their
:opponents during
electioneering campaigns to
curry the favour ofelectorate.

Odetola, who gave the-*

advice while addressing party
Istalwarts at Aromoko
I headquarters ofthe EKiti West
local governmentarea, urged
mleaders to prevail on aspirants
within the AD fold to desist

from running down one
another to have undue
advantages.

“The people should be
allowed to determine who
they prefer as representatives;
aspirants should allow their
manifestos to speak for them.
We should discourage politics

f bitterness and the
pull-him-down syndrome,”
j Odetola pleaded.
Accompanied by- AD
members from the EKkiti north
| central senatorial district,
| Odetola_de Luuiketi rumours,
limine was ‘flirting” with the

Tinubu
appoints new
press secretary

ehinde Bamigbetan,

die former editor of

The Country

newspaper, and until recently,

deputy chief press secretary,

t been appointed the new

NN clghief press secretary to the
governorof Lagos State.

The appointment took
effect from March 3,2005.

A fellow of the Freedom
House, United States, he
holds Bachelor of Arts in
History and Political Science
ofthe University oflIfe, (now
Obafemi Awolowo
University, OAU) and a
Master in Political Science of
the University of Lagos.

A seasoned journalist, he
was at various times deputy
news editor, Vanguard',
associate editor, Media
Review, editor, Theweek;
group political editor,
ConcordPress ofNigeriaand

| head, Politics Desk, the
Punch. He is the publisherof
| the Echonews - (Schools
| Edition) the only free
| newspaper that circulates in
over 650 public and private
secondary schools in Lagos
State.

A human rights activist,
Bamigbetan was the public
relations officer of the Unife
Students Union during the
Ahmadu Bello University
crisis in 1986 and was among
the three student leaders
suspended indefinitely for
leading the union to demand
justice for the victims of
policebriitalitv.

Stories By Olumide Bajulaiye,
Corespondent (Lagos)
Governor Ayo Fayose.
According to him,
abandoning the AD at a time
the party had come*out
stronger from its crisis would
be like committing political

suicide.

His words: “It is impossible
for me to work for Ayo
Fayose. Since ljoined active
politics, | have never set my
eyes on him, except on the
television screen. | have
invested a lot in the AD that |
can’tatthis moment dump the
progressive camp and pitch
tent with the conservatives.
The PDP is an anti-people
organisation.”

He told his hosts that the
visit was part of the ongoing
tour of the 16 council areas
in the state, adding that he had
earlier visited party leaders in
Ise/Orun council area.

Odetola also pleaded with
elders ofthe party to open the
doors for members who
abandoned the AD in its
moment oftrials, as according
to him, such members who
are willing to return should be
given the chance.

“Ifthose who aligned with
the ‘tenants’ in the state have
now realised that the AD is
the authentic landlord, they
should be allowed back into
the family of progressives,”
he said.

Responding, the party
chairman in the area, Prince
Akin Fatoke, assured that the
AD would bounce back to
reckoning as the party of the
people in 2007.

Daily Trust

Mallum Mohammed Yahaya (right), chairman, NUB International Bank Ltd.,
porate Affairs and Mr. Danjuma Ocholi, MD, CEO ofthe bank at the bank* customerforum in Lagos ..
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listening to Mr. Aliu AkoshiU b ssi, Cor-

.recently

REPORT OF HOUSE C’TTEE ON PUBLIC ACCOUNTS

Tlnubucalls for fullim

1 1ve E2§8s state

governor, Bola
Ahmed Tinubu, has
called on the Presidency to
implement the
recommendations of the
House of Representatives
Committee on Public
Accounts to sanitise the
financial records of the
federal government and put
in place a transparent and
accountable system that will
ease the oversight functions
of the federal legislature and
other federal stakeholders.
He also called for the

[ agos expends

Accountant-General of the
Federal Government from the
position of the Accountant-
General of the Federation.
Tinubu said the findings of
the House of Representatives
committee are too vital to be
swept under the carpet,
noting that the Reps
committee did athoroughjob
by examining the auditor-
general’s reports on the
accounts ofthe federation fer
the period 1998 to 2001. He
said all Nigerians should be
interested in the revelation
that over 999 audit queries

|ssmpb]yt:tbe(§ﬁBmf the

monthly on new LGS

he Lagos State
I government has been
spending N1.3b

every month to run the affairs
of the 57 new councils sincc
they were inaugurated in
March last year.

The development has
therefore brought to N 15.6b
the amountso farspentby the
state to run its new councils
since the federal.government

Gov. Bola Tinubu

stopped the monthly
allocation to councils in the
state.

Our correspondent learnt
that councils, which did not
stand a better chance of
generating much internal
revenue, received a greater

attention of the state
government.
Confirming the

development in an interview
with Eko Trust, the secretary
to lkoyi/Obalende local
government area o f the state,
Mr

Bolanle Olugbani, said the
money was being paid to the
councils regularly. He said
another factor being used by
the state government in
allocating the money to the
councils was their ability to
generate revenues and staff
strength.

He disclosed tfa&t the

challenge has made staff of
the councils to be more
productive, adding that
multinational organisations,
financial institutions, and
other corporate citizens at
various councils have been
assisting them in areas of
social amenities.

He revealed that Guarantee
Trust Bank took up the
responsibility of refurbishing
some classrooms at St.
Georges’ School at Falomo
while V-Mobile
Communications Ltd donated
materials required for the
setting up ofcall centres to 30
residents of the council to
support its poverty alleviation
programme. He added that
Chartered Bank Pic recently
donated two hand-held
mowers to a council to enable
it to clear weeds at the Ikoyi
cemetery - 10i

aud{tor general durlng the
period were generally
ignored by the accounting
officers.

He said the Presidency’s
battle against corruption
would be easier to win if the
auditor-general’s office was
given the adequate resources
to perform its task, and if
accounting officers of
ministries and parastatals
were penalised for refusal to
respond to audit queries from
the auditor-general’s office.

“The committee’s report
has shown that what the
federal government needs is
not the creation of new
parastatals and bodies to fight
corruption, but the
strengthening o f organs that
check waste and fraud within
the system. The revelations
show that the financial
regulations have been
severely breached and the
organ responsible for
discovering the violators was
weak. The president’s anti-
corruption crusade must start
with the empowerment o fthe
office of the auditor-general

plementation

so that the federal
government can enforce its
financial regulations,” he
said.

He noted that the discoveiy
of the committee that the
Value Added Tax collection
was not properly
implemented and thata lot of
VAT money was not remitted
during the period implied that
Lagos as well as other states
did not get their full share of
the VAT.

The House of
Representatives Committee
on Public Accounts has
recommended that the
Federal Inland Revenue
Service should standardise
the assessment and collection
oftaxes to avoid the colossal
loss ofrevenue by the federal
government.

It also recommended that
tax evasion should be made
a criminal office and that
funds should not be released
by the accountant-general to
ministries and parastatals
which fail to respond to
auditor-general’s queries on
the previous year’s accounts.

Oba of Lagos declares
support for confab

he Oba of Lagos, Oba
Riliwan Akinolu I, has
lent his full support to
the ongoing National Political
Reform Conference, warning
delegates to be mindful ofthe
fact that the world is awaiting
the outcome of the forum.
The Oba, in an interview
with Eko Trust, said he was
100 per cent in support ofthe
national confeb. He said he
was opposed to persons in the
country who had called for a
boycott of the national

political reforms, saying that
itwas a forum bound to bring
a change in the polity.

“l am 100 per cent in
support of the national
confab. | can tell you this in
clear terms,” he said.

He urged members of the
confab to take their
assignments seriously, as the
prospect of the nation lies in
their hands, adding ‘my
prayer is that this country will
not break’.
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HIV/AIPS spread
worries Jigawa

e Jigawa state gover-
nment has described
the spread of HIV/

| From Hassan A. Karofi,
Correspondent (Dutse)

AIDS inthe state as a seripwsblem, hence, her mini-

concern that calls for inten-
sified enlightment to help
check the disease.

According to the state’s
lead of service, Alhaji Ibra-
him Manzo who spoke at a
Workshop organised for wo-
jmen’s development and
Social welfare officers, alth-
ough the prevalence of HIV/
AIDS in the state is not that
alarming, all hand must be on
deck to arrest the'situatkm.

He said the HIV/AIDS
menace has devastated many
families to a point of total
collapse, while the economy
of many nations were under
threat. To that end, he said,
bvery government must
strive to control the devast-
ating trend.

The head of-service
therefore urged the resource
persons at the workshop to
do first ensure that every
possible avenue to curb the
disease is exploited for the
interest of mankind.

In her address, the perm-
anent secretary of the Min-
istry of Women’s Affairs,
Hajiya Hadiza Abdulwahab,
said HIV/AIDS has transf-
ormed from health problems
15 years ago to development
issues that called for serious
Strategies to tackle it.

She revealed that gover-
nment alone cannot solve the

»®8il

stry’s decision to call for
active support through join-
ing the global campaign by
involving social workers on
the crusade against HIV/
AIDS in the state.

“As you all kllow, the
ultimate vision of this min-
istry is concerned with progr-
ammes and service that have
direct bearing on the well-
being ofthe most vulnerable
groups in the society.”

The training, she further
explained, would create a

forum for networking and
provide enabling enviro-
nment for effective inform-
ation dissemination on HIV/
AIDS and to also prepare
women and social welfare
officers to serve as advocacy
intelligence group in their
localities.

The permanent secretary
therefore commended the
DFID for providing the state
with access to justice progr-
amme, two community law
centres, capacity building of
social workers, technical and
financial support, and other
laudable projects aimed at
enhancing standard of living.

Yar’Adua signs N31bn
2005 appropriation Bill

he Katsina state
governor, Umaru
Muta Yar’Adua, has

From Lawal Ibrahim, in
Katsina

signed into law the year 2005Earlier in his remark, the

appropriation bill passed by
the state House of Assembly.

Speaking shortly after
appending his signature on
the bill, which amounted to
31 billion naira, Governor
Yar’Adua pledged to ensure
judicious utilisation of the
funds to ensure full implem-
entation of the budget in the
fiscal year.

The budget consist of
N22 billion capital expen-
diture and over N9 billion
recurrent expenditure.

speaker, Katsina state House
of Assembly, Alhaji Kasir
Ahmed Kofa, said the House
engaged in the critical
evaluation ofthe budget as a
result ofwhich executives of
ministries and parastatals
were invited to defend their
proposals before jt.

He said the 20*05 approp-
riation budget passed by the
House was in tune with the
state government’s policy of
rural transformation, econ-
omic growth and develo-
pment.
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Governor Danjuma Goje of Gombe State (middle) flanked by Governor Shekarau (left) and Deputy
Governor ofBorno State, respectively, at the NGF meeting at Kaduna ...recently.

Commissioner cautions FG over scrapping ofjoint account

e Kwara state commi-
ssioner for Local Gov-
ernment and Chieft-

From Abdulrazaqg Adebayo,
Correspondent (llorin)

aincy Affairs, Alhaja Nimotaation of new councils in

Ibrahim, has cautioned
against the scrapping of the
joint account system, saying
it would create chaos for the
people.

Fielding questions from
newsmen in llorin yesterday,
the commissioner said stop-
ping thejoint project account
system between state gover-
nments and local councils
would result in the hardship
of the people as their fina-
nces could not be monitored
again.

Alhaja Ibrahim described
as unfortunate the allegation
that some state governments
were tampering with the
allocation of councils.

The commissioner also
disclosed that the issue of

the state would be addressed
in the administration of Dr
Bukola Saraki, while a panel
headed by Alhaji Saka Opo-
biyi was currently handling
the review of upgrading of
traditional rulers carried out
by the last administration.

On the local council offi-
cers indicted by the Justice
Oluyemisi Ajayi Commission
of Inquiry, Alhaja Ibrahim
said a committee had been set
up by Governor Saraki to rec-
ommend appropriate punish-
ments and would soon
submit its report.

She condemned the perf-
ormances of most councils,
saying while some had pro-
blem of low allocations,
others were guilty of mispl-
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aced priority and “at least six
councils have done fairly well
as far as my assessment:
tours and reports of commi-
ttees are concerned.”

The commissioner spoke
on the two embattled council!
chairmen of Asa and EKkiti!
who are to ‘ e sanctioned by!
the ministry on the directive!
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Assembly, explaining that!
“the ministry was waiting fori
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govemo W’

She described the chan-;
ges effected since the new!
administration came on board
as positive, because “we met!
the ministry in a state of de-
cay”, adding “people turned;
their offk 3into bedrooms,”!
a development she noted was!
a spill over from the previous
administration.
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FG urged to build
good roads

T lhe president of the
National Union of
Road Transport
Workers (NURTW), Comrade
Gidedo Hamman, has called
on the federal government to
provide Nigerians with
motorable access roads to
reduce the incidence of
iaccidents. According to him,
90 per centofroad accidents
in the country resulted in part
from the terrible conditionof
roads across the country.
‘Nigerians are dying

Comrade: Gidmda Ha

j By Abdullahi M. Gnlloma,
Labour Reporter

prematurely as a result of |j

roSd accidents due to the
poor condition ofour roads,’
he said, and ‘the government
must take bold steps to put
our roads in good shape in
order to make transportation
safer.’

The NURTW Njss also
condemned the federal
government’s move to
weaken the labour movement
in the country via the
controversial Trade Unions
Acts Amendment Bill
currently before the National
Assembly. He said that
NURTW would join hands
with the Nigerian Labour
Congress (NLC) to fight the
governments’ anti-labour
policies, adding that the
union opposed the federal
government’s determination
to weaken the central labour
organisation.

Comrade Hamman also
commended the Nigeria

Labour Congress for
introducing local NLC
schools io train labour

leaders and activists.

.committed to funding
energy research centres - DC,

he director general of
I the Energy

CommissionofNigpna
(ECN), Professor Abubakar
Sani Sandra, disclosed that
the federal government was
fully committed to funding
jfour energy research centres
lin the country. Prof. Sambo
;was speaking in Sokoto on
:Wednesday when visited the
Sokoto Energy Research
ICentre.

He said that his recent
lappointment as director
igeneral of the commission
|lwas to kick-start the
irevamping of research
icentres to enable to function
leffectively. Accordingto him,
ifederal government has
ereiterated its readiness to give
;the commission all the
Inecessary support to revive
itharfauricentres uin Sokoto,

‘Crdshrarding: Yuguda

T he aviatien minister,
Mallam 1sa Yuguda,
has described media

ireports on Saturday’s
lincident involving Chanch-
jangi Airline’s B727-200 at the
INnamdi Azikiwe Airport,
Abuja as sensational and
inimical to the entice aviation
industry-According to him,
the incident was overblown,
inaccurate and caused panic
iin the industry.

| Mallam Yuguda who

Istated this while inaugurating

ithe re-constituted Aviation
| Sector Reform Implementa-
tion Committee (ASRIC),

ispecifically referred to a

report carried by Punch

respectively. Professor
Sambo disclosed that the
research centres were
established to regulate
research and utilise the
energy resources available in
the country. He however
regretted that the centres
‘were not to confront, but to
compl&nentNEPA.’
Answering a question on
whether or not Nigeria has
the capacity to develop
nuclear weapons, the
director general confirmed
that the country has already
signed the document calling
for the stoppage of nuclear
weapons development.
What the country is doing,
he said, ‘is to gakefete and

develop die energy sector for |

internal purposes.

| By Mehammed S. Shehu, |
L NHIOR Reperi&r- ]
newspaper on Sunday with
the caption ‘Ministers, Sena-

tors, other VIPs escape
death' and said it was
sensational and mind-

boggling, considering the
fact that the plane landed
safely. He added that such
incidents warrant profess-
ional journalist to cross
check facts before public-
ation in order not to
disseminate untrue stories. ‘I
am just making reference to
what | saw in the Punch,
which carried my photog-
raph and reported that several

ministers escaped death.

—

Emir o+ K aSt. Alhaji Kabir Usman receiving set of computers to Katsma Istam.c <mven.,,y ,,y

he General Court

Martial yesterday

submitted its report
and recommendation on the
trials o f three Rear Admirals
over their alleged role in the
disappearance of the MT
African Pride. The court
martial, which lasted for 72
days, had convicted and
dismissed Rear Admiral
Francis Agbite and Samuel
Kolawole for the
disappearance of the ship,
but  discharged and
acquitted Bob Manuel.

The ChiefofNaval Staff,
Vice Admiral Samuel
Afolayan, receiving the
document on behalf of the
Nigerian Navy 71 days after
the General Court Martial
pronounced its judgement,
said that the delay was
because certain procedures
had to be followed before the
record of proceedings and
reports were submitted. Vice
Admiral Afolayan said that
the Navy was not interested

in punishing any one but

:rather in ensuring that the

right thing was done. He
explained that preliminary
reports from the court martial
have already been handed
over to the ministry of
defence, but added that,

review ed

That was not true, he said.
Narrating what happ-
ened Yuguda said that the

has described media
ghiaptereddligbiufemd Kedsind
Katsinaabout 3:30 p.m. local
time with the first officer on
the control and 107
passengers and 12 crew
members on board. About ten
oreleven nautical miles from
the airport, air traffic
controllers got in contact
with the Abuja air traffic
controller for landing
instructions. 'The aircraft’s
commander thereafter took
over control of the aircraft
and landed at4:24 p.m. After
landing, the aircraft ran into

By Ruby Rabiu, Defence
Reporter

over to the appropriate
authority, the defence
headquarters, which will
present itto the Navy board.’
He said that the Navy was
constrained to proceed with
the court martial because the
issues were of national
interest and above
sentiments or personal
interests.

‘The Nigerian Navy has
learnt its lesson from the trial,’
he added, ‘which is simply

Jigawa to develop

state

deposits

he Jigawa
I revealed its determi-

government

nation to develop mineral
deposits in the state in the
effort to sustain its policies
on economic regeneration
and development. The
government has therefore
released N25 million for
economic regeneration and
development, according to
the state’s commissioner for
solid minerals, Alhaji Rabiu
Auta. He disciosed that
another”25 null,onhas teen
released for the take-off of

condemns media reports

_a storm "cd%ed ¥y heavy
rains and skidded off the
paved runway onto the grass
BldiPspeprie o GBI Weith
The square/gusty wind
contributed in forcing the
aircraft offthe paved runway,
and the pilot lost control in
the process.’

‘The aircraftwas immed-
iately closed,” he said, ‘as all
the agencies under my mini-
stry at the airport, including
the security agencies, swung
into action to evacuate the
passengers. All the 107
passengers and 12 crew
members were safely
evacuated,’ he added.

W ednesday,

March 16, 2U05

Afolayan
recelves cou rt maurtial report

that it must shoulder the
responsibility of protecting
the lifeline of the Nigerian
economy, which comprises
mainly oil and gas; and such
aresponsibility would not be
compromised.’

The vice admiral called
on all Nigerians to
acknowledge that the
Nigerian Navy did not cover
its bad deed, but crushed out
the bad eggs among its
personnel. ‘This should
serve as an example to other
services and ministries,” he
added, while urging

From Hassan A. Karofi,
Correspondent (Dutse)

the state’s glass factory in
Kazaure.

The commissioner said
that arrangements to exploit
the recently discovered
bentonite site in Bimiwawere
in an advanced level of
planning. The mineral is used
in the iron and steel and
petroleum industries, as well
as for cosmetics manufa-
cture.

Alhaji Auta added that
the state government would
give priority attention to the
exploitation of the mineral
deposits to improve the

lstate’s resource base,
i Whenever feasible, manufa-
cturing enterprises would be
sited in areas with mineral

Benue electoral

efforts of the ngerlan Navy.

Speaking earlier, the chief
of defence intelligence and
president of the General
Court Martial, Rear Admiral
Joseph Ajayi, said that the
trial took over 72 days and

judgement was delivered on

January 2005. He explained
that an interim report was
compiled and submitted on
January 15, 2005, and that
memberso fthe General Court
Marital have since been
working on the court
proceedings, which was
containe_d in 7 volumes.

Imeral

deposits to ensure that the
natural resources were
optimally utilised for local
development. The state
government has already sent
personnel to Europe for
training on the operation and
maintenance Ofthe machines
to be imported, according to
Alhaji Auta.

Jigawa state is reported to |
have discovered over 21
million metric tonnes of iron |
in Hadejia, Kaugama, and
Auyo, and to be funding
research projects to find
more. Alhaji Auta disclosed
however that the
establishment of necessary
infrastructure was accorded
a higher priority by his
government than direct
involvement in the expansion
ofthastate’s resource based.

commission

Pfg&tpqm@svealsegiiaon in Kwande LG

“he chairman of the

Benue State

Independent Electoral
Commission (BSIEC), Mr
James Ikye, has announced
the indefinite postponement
jof the Kwande local
;government council election,
i He told the News Agene*fof
Nigeria (NAN) on Monday
|in  Makurdi that the
postponement was because
lof a court case against the
jcommission instituted by
Isome aggrieved politicians
from the area. Mr. Ikye said
that the plaintiffs were

challenging the commissions
decision to declare the|
March 2004 polls conducted
in the area as inconclusive, j
adding that the matter was
before the Appeal Court in
Jos because after the High |
Court in Makurdi had ruled
in favour ofthe commission.

NAN reports revealed
that supporters of the main
political parties in Kwande
LGA resorted to violence
following the cancellation of
the election result, which has
led to the loss of lives and
property.
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| Akwa Ibom State Governor, Arc. Obong Victor Attah (middle) inspecting afish pond at
i kot Ubasi in Nsit Ubium L.G.A., Akwa Ibom State established by afarmer, Mr Samuel

| Ebong Effeh

Sultan appeals for housewives
participation in census

e Sultan of Sokoto,
His Eminence Alhaji
(Dr.)AbubakarMaccido

HI, has appealed to all M uslims
in Sokoto state and Nigeria to
allowtheirwivesandchildrento
participate inthe coming census.
His Eminence spoke at the
Ammad Maigero Theatre in
Sokoto during the flagging-off
ceremony of the publicity
campaign for the 2005
population and housing census.
According to him, Islam does
notkickagainstthe exercise. He
further urged the traditional
rulersto do everything possible
to ensure the success of the
national population census.
Speaking on the same
occasion, Alhaji Attahiru
Dalhatu Bafarawa, the executive
ggvemor ofthe state, called on
the census publicity committee

C’ttee blames police inefficiency on funding

" -
rph goggglrman gf {Bﬁ

Representatives
Commimtee on Kaolice
Afiriirs, Meon. Bmmanuel
iBwacha, yesterday pointed
lout inadequate funding as
the main factor undermining
the efficiency ofthe Nigeria
Police Force. Hon. Bwacha
was reacting to questions
from pressmen at the
National Assembly. He said
tluit despite the huge
:allocations to the police
iforce in the annual budgets,
the force remained under-
funded owing to its large

numeric strength. He
istressed however that the
:funding issue was no

excuse for police officers to
|illegally extort money from
the public, adding that they
Ineeded to exercise patience
ias their welfare packages

were being gradually
improved. ‘I am not
persuaded that poor

conditions in the police
|service could ever justify
jextortion,” he said, adding
that ‘as democracy
Istabilises in the country,
jpolice welfare will continue
Ito improve.’

He promised that
(although he was yet to

ireceive any official
complaint on improper
payment of police

irenumeration as required by
[the law, he would take swift
action on such complaints
:whenever communicated to
lhim. He refuted claims that
the committee jerks up the
|budgetary allocation of the
|[police, saying that National
Assembly appropriates
;funds according to the
importance of each
|subhead.

Commenting on the on-
going investigation of the
jformer Inspector-General of
Police, Mr. Tafa Balogun,
|[Hon. Bwacha said that his
jcommittee was liaising with
the Economic and Financial
| Crimes Commission (EFCC),
which is still investigating
the matter. ‘We have some
facts on ground,’ he said,
| ‘but we do not want to pre-
empt the final report of the
|investigation by the EFCC.
jWe are therefore still giving
them time to turn in a
comprehensive report.’

| ByFrem Zainab Alimi, ]
Political Reporter
in answer tn ahlegations

that MBAKY mwsd IRaKG e Mands
on the Balogun case inabidto

sweep it under thp campet, the
lawmaker said that the
committee members would be

the wrong peepl: f8F fe

former IGP to attempt to give

meney. ‘All the fact We Have
are inconclusive,” he stressed.
‘Once acomprehgnsive report
qches §5ipp the patpr.

A e qu,ately’

Barracks rehabilitation ctteewarns too contractors

r j ~tePresidential Commit
tee on Barracks Reha-
bilitation (PCBR) has

issued a 7-day ultimatum to
two contractors to begin
work on their sites or lose the
licence. The committee chair-
man, Alhaji Sani Gidado, who
spoke to newsmen in Abuja
yesterday, named the con-
tracting companies in ques-
tion as Legend Con-struction
Services Limited and the
Concron Nigeria Limited. He
said that the committee had
to issue the ultimatum as-
sessing the progress of work
at the companies’ sites
across the country. He re-
vealed that the affected com-
panies were in line to handle
three other sites at new bar-
racks in Calabar.

Alhaji Gidado stressed
that ifthe contractors did not
show serious commitment to
the projects, their contracts
will be revoked at the expira-

From Ituby Rabiu.
Defence Reporter

tion of the ultimatum and
awarded to other contrac-
tors. ‘These pro-jects were
awarded to contractors
since Decem-ber, but they
have not even commenced
work on the sites, although
comparable contracts
awarded at the same time
were at the completion
stages,’he lamented. ‘“To my
total dismay,” he added, ‘a
contractor handling the re-
habilitation of 30-family
quarters for the ranks of cor-
poral and below was using
low quality materials. We
have directed him to replace
the low quality doors and
the sanitary facilities within
7-days or lose his money.’
Alhaji Gidado warned con-
tractors who failed to com-
ply with the bill of quality
that they risked having their

Anti-human trafficking hotlines
launched In Akwa Ibom

n an effort to eradicate
human trafficking for
prostitution and child

labour in Nigeria, amonitoring

and preventive centre for
fighting the menace has been
set up in Uyo. Mr. Israel
Ekanem, the coordinator ofthe
non-governmental
organisation known as
Grassroots Empowerment
Network (GSN), said that the
centre, which is located at No.
49 Ibong road, off Ikot Ekpene
road in Uyo, has a help desk
for documenting reported
cases of trafficking, child
abuse and exploitation, and
supporting children in need of
help. The center also has
facilities for telephone and e-
mail hotlines.

Mr. Ekanem announced
that GEN, which will work in
collaboration with the Niger-

From Edet Ekanem
Correspondent (Uyo)

Delta Observatory and more
than 30 other NGOs, will
follow-up on children rescued
and returned to their families.
The centre will also play a
‘watchdog role,” he added, ‘by
providing immediate protective
and affording the rescued
children any necessary
physical and psychological
assistance.’ He called on people
with information on potential
trafficking and otherchild abuse
casesto informthe centre, using
their anti-trafficking hotlines
23480571311 Tfo/SMpkmoil.t™
or 08033674233, or report the
same to the law enforcement
authorities for immediate and
prompt intervention.

cof ks -Hvoked or los-
ing their money, adding"
that the committee will
reject badly executed

From Abduffatai Abdulsalami,

Correspondent (Sokoto)

members to use avery available
means of information diss-
emination at their disposal,
includingtraditional town criers,
to educate the members of the
public on tiie importance of the
exercise. He saidthat the success
orfailure o fthe populationcensus
in the state depends on their
efforts or inaction, adding that
his government would support
the committee in the effective

discharge of its assignment. In
his words, ‘The importance of
census to any nation cannot be
over emphasized. It is the
bedrock for planning, and
therefore for sustainable growth
and development’He lamented
however that successive
population census exercises
conducted in the country from
colonial times to the post-
independence era were
bedeviled with a number of
problems, which sometimes
resulted in their cancellation.

Reps probe use of ecological fund

A gainst the backdrop of
ZA Investigating the
J L A didliversion ofecological
funds provided by the federal
government to the states, the
House of Representatives
Committee on Government
was in Plateau state yesterday
to probe two projects so far
executed with the ecological
funds. It recalled that the
Economic and Financial
Crimes Commission had
recently beamed its search-
light on the Plateau state
government’s hand-ling of
ecological funds in the state.
Speaking while in
audience with the governor of
Plateau state at Government
House, Jos, the chairman of
the House committee, Hon.
Dayo Ogunniyi, said that the
lawmakers had to perform the

From RakiyaA. Mohammed
Correspondent (Jos)

oversight  function  of
assessing how ecological
funds has been spent from 1999
to date. Hon. Ogunniyi, who
disclosed that Plateau was the
27th state they had visited,
decried the environmental
degradation of the state. ‘We
have not been very happy
about the environmental
degradation ofthis place. What
we saw was not the Plateau
state of yesterday,” he said.

The House committee
chairman said that they were
also in Plateau state to look at
its. areas of critical need and
would later convey their
conclusion to the Plateau state
gevemi.ent.

CONFIRMED NN RECRUITMENT CENTRES FOR
NIGERIAN NAVY NNBSTH BATM V|

1 Prospective candidates for the NN recruitment exercise which will
take place from 21-26 March 2004 are to report at the zonal
recruitment centres chosen tor their respective States of origin as

shown below.

2. We regret the inconveniences caused to Enugu &- Sokoto Staies

respectively.
[S/No Zone
{xsL_ Ib)
1. Zone A
2. ZoneB
i3 ZoneC
14. ZoneO
[ ZooeE
6. ZoneF
17. ZoneG
18. ZoneH
[ Zone 1
110. Zone J
11 ZoneK
12. ZoneL
13. ZoneM
14, ZoneN
15. ZoneO
16 .. ZoneP

States

iclL

Lagos, Ogwi
Oyo, Osun

Ondo, Ekiti

Edo, Delta

Imo, Abia

Rivers, Bayelsa
Anambra, Enuou, Ebonvi
Benue, Nassarawa
Plateau, Baucht Gombe
Kaduna, Nioer, FCT
Bomo, Yobe

Tareba, Adamawa
Kano, Katsina, Jwawa
Cross River, Akwa Ibom
Kwara, Kogi

Sokoto, Zamfara, Kebbi

Signed

[zonal Recruitment Centres

(d)
NNS QUORRA Naval Base Aoaoa.

Govt Tech. Co”ge Okefe-Ostogbo, Osun

State
State Stadium, A%jre, Ondo State
NNEC Ogorode, Sapeie

Artillery BattalBoi, Obinze, Owerri, Imo State

NNB8TS, Onne, P/Harcourt, River Sate
State Stadium Abakiliki, Ebonyi State

Nassarawa State Polytechnic Lafla M/State 1

33 Field Artilery Brigade, Bauchi
TRAOOC Minna, Niger State.
Army Children Soh. Maimalari Gant.
Maiduguri
State Stadium, Jalingp Taraba State
NAF Base Kano
State Stadium, Uyo, Akwa Ibom State
State Stadium, Borin, Kwara State
State Stadium Bim'm Kebbi, Kebbi State

Navy Secretary
For Chiefofthe Naval Staff



NTATto acquires

ChiefChukwuemeka Chikelu, Minister o fInformation and
National Orientation

Chief Chikelu the humorist

inister of Information and National

Orientation, Chief Chukwuemeka

Chikelu is a rather interesting and
humorous man. Before delivering his speech
yesterday at the film distribution workshop, which,
typically, started late, the always cheerful minister
asked the audience what the organisers of the event
had said about his late appearance at the event.

He first said something to the effect that he'd
been ready by 10.00am but was told not to come to
the venue as the organisers were not yet ready for
him. “What did they tell you?” he then asked. “Did
they tell you the minister is not read. ?” When the
audience laughed he went on to say, “l just wanted
to be sure because they told me you were not ready
so | hope they didn't tell 1 was not ready.” The house
roared its approval of his anecdote.

Prior to that, just as the minister stepped up to
the lectern, a polyphonic GSM phone rang out in
the hall, emitting a high-toned melody. This went
on for a few seconds until the owner of the phone
switched off the gadget. The minister smiled and
said, “Thank God for GSM!” The house laughed
as one.

The ebullient chief was not yet done. When the
laughter had died down, the minister said something
to the effect that it never failed to amuse him how
everyone always looks around whenever a GSM
phone rings at a public event. “Even the culprit,”
he said, seemingly delighted at the turn of events,
“would be looking around before eventually
reaching into his pocket to switch off the phone!”

Chikelu’s last major crack was on the absence
of opening and closing prayers on {he programme
of events. After making this observation, he jovially
asked the MC, Mr Brian Etuk of the Nigerian Film
~Corporation, to lead the house in closing prayers if
he was close to God.

Etuk played himselfby inviting a pastor from the
audience to lead the prayer. Predictably, not only
the minister but virtually the entire house laughed
with audible quips stating that the MC must indeed
be verv far from God!

Daily Trust

he Nigerian Television

I Authority (NTA) will
soon begin to pay for
screening rights of Nigerian
films to be transmitted on its
channels. This revelation
was made yesterday by
Minister of Information and
National Orientation, Chief
Chukwuemeka Chikelu, while
delivering the keynote
address at the opening
ceremony of the Workshop
on Effective Distribution and
Marketing ofNigerian Films
and Video. The two-day
event organised by the
Nigerian Film Corporation
(NFC), Jos, and BOB TV,
Lagos, is taking place at the

..Fllmmakers lack adequate funding

eanwhile, the
M Managing

Director/Chief
Executive Officerrof the
Nigerian Film Corporation
(NFC), Mr Afolabi
Adesanya, has said that
poor financing remains the
perennial problem of
Nigerian filmmakers. He
made this observation
during his welcome address
at the opening ceremony of
the Workshop on Effective

O b a s a

*Givesln

resident Olusegun
P Obasanjo is solidly

behind the
establishment ofa film village
in the country. Chief
Chukwuemeka Chikelu,
Minister of Information and
National Orientation, made
this known at the Workshop
on Effective Distribution and
Marketing ofNigerian Films
and Video.

The minister said, “I can
tell you that the president is
solidly behind the
development of a first class
film village in Nigeria.”
Furthermore, Chief Chikelu
said several states were

Stories by
Crispin Oduobuk,
Group Literary Editor

Ladi Kwali Conference Centre
of the Sheraton Hotel and
Towers, Abuja.

ChiefChikelu assured the
audience of film industry
practitioners, marketers,
journalists and various other
persons that the federal
government is committed to
the survival and growth of
the Nigerian film industry.

He said this commitment
would further be
strengthened by the planned
establishment of a film
industry  practitioners’
council in about two weeks’
time.

Distribution and Marketing
ofNigerian Films and Video.

He said besides
discussing general problems
in the sector, participants at
the workshop should come
up with “modalities for
putting in place efficient and
more ‘impactful’ framework
and policy for the distribution
and marketing of Nigerian
films and video locally and
abroad.”

jo b a ¢

already jostling for the film
village to be sited within their
boundaries.

Still on the proposed film
village, the minister informed
participants ofthe workshop
that a team of foreign experts

creenin

Wednesday,

According to  the
minister, the proposed
practitioners’ council will be
peopled by active
participants in the film
industry who are conversant
with the peculiarities of the
industry.

In the same vein, Chief
Chikelu also informed the
gathering that government is
in the process of setting up a
committee to coordinate a
review ofNigerian film policy.
He said the committee should
be up and running in about a
fortnight.

Sounding a note of
caution at the event, the
minister told the workshop

Extolling the growing
influence of Nigerian films
through the branding of its
production’ sector as
“Nollywoo3”, the film
corporation boss also said,
“Today, after Hollywood and
Bollywood, the most
influential and most talked
about film industry in the
world is Nollywod and its
peculiar contribution to
entertainment.” Furthermore,
Adesanya noted that the

S foilm

stitute N 2O million

were expected to come into
the country soon in order to
advise on the specific
requirements of the film
village.

In the meantime, the
federal government has
released the sum of20 million

Viarch 16, 2005

g rights

that the film industry is yet
to fashion out an efficient

distribution system. He saidj"”
without this in place, industry~r

practitioners would not be
able to reap profits from their
efforts and without profits to

plough back into the
industry, there would be
neither growth nor

development. He therefore
urged participants to come
up with “meaningful and
practical recommendations”
after their deliberations.

The Workshop on
Effective Distribution and
Marketing ofNigerian Films
and Video is expected to end
today.

NFCMD

workshop “is coming at a
very critical period in the
development of both the
Nigerian Film Corporation
and the film industry.” He
said the corporation was
taking stock of its activities
with a view to reinvigorating
itself to face the issues
militating against the film
industry to enable it “be more
effective and relevant to the
needs ofthe government and
filmmakers.”

v illa g e

naira to the Nigerian Film
Corporation to resuscitate
the Nigerian Film Institute.
Chief Chikelu said this
development underscored
government’s desire to put in
place a solid foundation for
the film industry.

Amaka lgwe seeks protectionagainsthig ‘poachers’

A m Igwe, veteran
AA HI aker and Chief
i | E ;ixecutiveofBOBTV,
the co-organisers of the
Workshop on Effective
Distribution and Marketing
ofNigerian Films and Video,
is seeking government
protection from those that

may want to come into the film
industry to hijack the lucrative
business after the pioneers
had worked hard to set it up.
She made the plea while
delivering a vote of thanks at
the opening ceremony of the
event. Speaking about
purported disagreements in

the film industry, the famed
film director said that
disagreements only exist in the
minds ofjournalists. However,
she admitted that there are
quarrels in the industry even
as all practitioners are untied*
by common problems and
goals.

Group plans dance drama to honour Segun Olusola

s part of activities to
mark the 70k year
.birthday of Chief

Segun Olusola, an icon of
Nigerian arts and culture, Ara
Studio has concluded plans to
premiere a drama dance titled
Lami-Lami at the cinema hall,
National Theatre, Lagos, on
March 21¢2005.

According to the Arts
Manager of Ara Studio, Mufa
Onifade, the whole essence of

By lkechukwu Eze,
Reporter, Lagos

Lami-Lamiisto celebrate Chief
Segun Olusola’s patriotism in
championing Nigerian arts and
his immense contributions to
the development ofthe nation’s
culture that cannot be ignored.

“Ara Studio, as one of the
designated arts managers and
stakeholders that share the
vision, commitment and

achievements of this culture
personality, we came on board
to priemere Lami-Lami," Mr.
Onifade stated.

Explaining further, he said
Lami-Lami was a fusion of
dance, music and dramawith a
message that seeks to cry out
against child and women
trafficking.

He also pointed out that
“it’sa didactic cry forpeace and
peaceful co-habitation which

Chief Segun Olusola represnts
with his vision and numerous
activities.”

Written by Mufu Onifade,
directed by Wale Macaulay
and choreographed by Segun
Adefila, the play which features
1lie Crown Troupe of Africa
comes up from 5:00 p.m. that
Monday.

ChiefSegun Olusola, MNI,
OFR, clocks 70 on MarchT 8
2005.
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World’sfc t ‘blind’artexhibitionendsin London

rtworks deS|gned to
ZA appeal to blind and
X Ypartially sighted
people have been on show in
London, United Kingdom.
‘Sense and Sensuality’, as
the show was tagged,
exhibited works by finalists
from the UK’s first annual
competition to create pieces
~ Nt could be appreciated by
"®<ually impaired people.

The event was funded by
the charity BlindArt and
featured several works by
visually impaired artists.
They were available to be
viewed at the Royal College
of Art from 2-7 March in
central London.

All ofthe works exhibited
were for sale, and some ofthe
proceeds will be used to
create a permanent collection.
BlindArt was founded by
Iranian-born Sheri Khayami,
who has been visually
impaired since childhood.
She said the project was the
result of “four consecutive
years of tragic events” in her
life.

"Two years ago | had to
confront my visual
impairment for the first time
ever in forty years and | hated
it,” she told the BBC Mews
website.

"BlindArt is my way of
coming out and saying to the
world, 'yes, | am visually
intyaired and, yes, it’s fine’.”

r. Peter Ozo-Eson’s
aper entitled
ension Reforms and
Economic Recovery seeksita ulate

answer the question; What is
the role of pension reform in
the process of economic
recovery? The paper shows
clearly that reforming’the
pension system is a step in
the process of economic
recovery while surveying the
background of the reforms
and examining the framework
of such efforts. He expresses
the fear that a
disproportionate size of the
informal sector and the
underdevelopment of the
capital market can weaken the
stimulus to be provided by
the 2004 pension reforms.
The economist also suggests
astrong regulatory framework
to ensure the development of
the capital market. He
admonishes that there is the
need for pension savings to
be immune from stock market
volatility.

Ozo-Eson cites the case of
Chile, the Latin American
nation that is reputed to be
the first country to carry out
the first comprehensive
reform of its pension system.
The economic consequences
ofreforms on the economy are
discussed in the paper. Like
Akintola-Bello, Ozo-Eson also
acknowledges the stimulating
impactofpension reserves on
the capital markefand the
reliefthat the reform can bring
on public finance in the long
run. This, he argues, can bring
about macro-economic
stability. The paper makes
references to the NEEDS
document in respect of the
goal of government to

The 62 works of art
included oil paintings, acrylic
on aluminium, mixed media
pieces using paper and collage,
wovetl pieces and sculptures
in bronze and wood.

One piece - made from cast
nylon - shows the movements
ofa bird’s wings in flight, and

Worksfrom the exhibition

savings and
investment in the economy for
the purposes of growth.
According to the NEEDS
document, savings-
investment equilibrium is
stagnating at about 20% at a
time a minimum investment
rate of about 30% of GDP is
what is required to ensure a
growth rate of 7-8% per
annum.

Mr. Olusegun  A.
Oshinowo’s paper is entitled
NSITF as Social Security
Outfit: The Employers’
Perspective. It is a balanced
assessment of the NSITF in
its 10 years of operation. To
Oshinowo the question to ask
is not whether there should be
social security, rather the
issue is the “type of social
security scheme that is
required to meet the needs
and expectations of the
society”. From the employer’s
viewpoint, Oshinowo shows
how the NSITF can be
repositioned to become one of
the best social security
organisations in the world. He
shares in the optimism that
given the necessary
dynamics, NSITF.cefUld draw
on its wealth ofexperience in
the sector to become an
institution that can provide
“social safety net”. In
scrutinising the Fund, the
benchmarks used in are as
follows: the satisfaction of
contributors about the service
delivery of the Fund;
compliance with the statute
setting up the NSITF; the
International Labour
Organisation (

like most of the other works
can be touched as well as
viewed.

Another - entitled Pinky
and Perky - is a large, latex bra
with the cups sculpted into
pigs’ heads. Although the
artist, Carrie Riechardt, offered
to wear it for the exhibition, it

lillc:

was decided that it would be
better displayed on a tailor’s
dummy.

‘Sense and Sensuality’ was
designed to be accessible to
the widest possible audience.
Most of the pieces could be
touched, all were audio
described, labels were in large

W

| In* Quest Fur Social Security

Publisher: Nigerian Social Insurance
Trust Fund (NSITF)
Reviewer: kavodc komolale

Convention and comparison
to other social security
schemes around the globe.
His verdict is also
unambiguous: He scores the
NSITF highly in terms of
interaction with contributors,
restructuring and  re-
engineering of its
administration. But he rates
the Fund as being “timid”, in
ensuring employers’
compliance and unable to meet
the self-imposed standard of
payment of benefits within
two weeks. He also expresses
the hope that NSITF would
improve on data management
and produce statements of
accounts with ease. Looking
ahead, Oshinowo posits that
the future would be
determined largely by how
NSITF meets the challenges
of the pension reforms and
internal organisational
development needed to adjust
to the new reality.

With the insight of the
man in the saddle, Mohammed
makes an appreciation of the
challenge before NSITF in his
paper entitled Nigeria Social
Insurance Trust Fund: The
Journey So Far, Essentially the
paper is a distillation of

NSITF’s s achievements and
challenges. In a remarkably
frank analysis of the issues
before the organisation,
Mohammed exhorts
stakeholders to contribute
towards making the NSITF the
“best” institution providing
social security in Africa. Full
of optimism, he does not see
this as tall order atall. But then
there has to be a “paradigm
shift”, in the way things are
done, he insists.

In a departure from the
norm of making excuses, the
paper highlights the
“operational and
administrative weaknesses” of
the Fund.

Embodied in the paper is
also the cheering news that
opportunities abound for the
Fund not just for survival but
indeed also for expansion.
There is also an indication of
the technical and
administrative preparedness of
NSITF as it faces the
immensely challenging future.

The possibilities for
enhanced performance are
there with the positive factors
of new investinent quitiels 1o
be explored by the Fund, a

print and Braille, and British
Sign Language guided tours
was available.

The works were hung at
low level so that (hey could be
explored through touch,
plinths had been* designed
with wheelchair users in mind
and the gallery floor had colour

g somal security (ID

relatively young population to
make contributions to it and
demand for new social security
products.

Mohammed’s analysis is
naturally situated within the
contextofthe 2004 PensionAct
which provides the legal
framework for the pension
reforms. He surveys the
implications ofthe new law for
the NSITF. For clarity, the law
requires the NSITF to establish
acompany as a Pension Fund
Administratorwhile theNSITF
itselfwould still remain asocial
security institution. Before the
law, NSITF focused on private
sector workers, but now the
NSITF-owned PFA has the
challenge of making itself
attractive to contributors from
both private and public
sectors. In addition, the social
insurance function is clearly
defined in the Section 71(2) of
the Act which gives the Fund
the responsibility o fproviding
every “contributing citizen”
with services of a social
insurance organisation. How
would the social insurance
services (besides pension) to
be provided by the NSITF be
funded? These and other
questions, according to
Mohammed, ought to
answered as the reforms
proceed. It is also significant
that Mohammed’s reading of
the law is that it has, in fact,
“strengthened” the NSITF.
Above all, how the Fund
responds to this change in the
legal environment of its
operation will, among other
factors, determine its future.

1A funer story of NBITF in

the last one' decade is

contrast and texture to help
orientate visually impaired
visitors.

The winner of the
competition would receive
£5,000 and BlindArt will
purchase one ofthe works for
its permanent collection.

Adaptedfrom the BBC
News website

contained in a piece entitled 10
Years of National Insurance
Trust Fund. The edited form
of the text has, in fact, been
p blished in newspapers as
part of the celebrations of
NSITF at 10.

The message of this
publication is that if the goal
of poverty reduction :s to be
significantly achie”, the
issue of social protection must
be taken more seriously. The
contributors to the book
deserve commendation for the
powerful insights anc analysis
offered in matters of social
security schemes as means of
ensuring protection. Thej
NSITF has also done well by
publishing the book as aj
contribution to the |
discussions of issues arising j
from the current reforms in the |
social security sector.

The publication is far from
being exhaustive, but it is a
timely  and important
contribution to the process of
clarification needed at this |
period of reforms. The
contributors handle the
various topics in such a way
that there is a thematic
coherence on issues that are
germane to the growth and
development of the Fund.

This  publication is
recommended for all those
who seek to be literate in
issues of social security as
they emerge in Nigeria today.
It is recommended for experts,
staketlolders and members of
the general public who are
interested in the discussion of
issues of social protection.

The few errors such as
those in spelling of names
sh uld be corrected in

SHBsestuent peprints.
Komolafe {s with Thisday
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Confab: FCT delegates must defend
Fed character, mayorship Hn

"W Won. Sidi Ali represents Abuja South Federal Constituency in

Jr

m the House of Representatives and is a member of the

M M committee on FCT. He spoke with Hammeed M. Bello, Senior
Political Reporter, on the ongoing conference as it affects the FCT, the
structural and institutional reforms aiyl the status ofthe FCT among

other issues. Excerpts:-

You represent Abuja South, a
section of the Federal Capital
Territory in the House of
Representatives, and i? is
expected that you should
articulate the views, hope and
aspiration of the people, as it
affect them politically,
economically and socially.
Wouldyou sayyou havegiven a
worthy representation?

Itwould be recalled that I got
to the National Assembly about
three months after inauguration
because of the case 1had at the
tribunal. When | came in, |
understand that first and
foremost, the assignment before
me is for members of the House
to understand what the reality
on ground is as far as Abuja
administration is concerned.

The issue of Abuja as given
in the constitution is in
expectation of whit the reality
might be. Most members might
have understood Abuja upside
down. The common knowledge
is that Abuja has been taken over

;by the federal government
bccause itis avirgin land. When
1got to the Houseg, the first thing
I did was to, on one to one basis
at every opportunity | have, to
explain the reality of Abuja to
the members. The fact is that the
federal government enacted a
decree establishing the FCT in
1976, and the policy statement
iseverybody will bereseuled out
of the FCT to a place of their
choice. Now this has not been
feasible at all and I think
President Obasanjo was the one
who told us then that the federal
government cannot take the
burden of resettling everybody
outside the territory. As
development reached those who
wished to remains, the federal
government will compensate
them and they will move from
the sight of development. This
has been the case and as we go
along, compensation is becoming
a non-issue because non of the
governments was ready to pay
compensation and as such, the
issue of integration came up
during Babangida regime. My
primary assignment has been to

: clear the impression that Abuja

; isa virgin land. To some extent,

we have succeeded, and that is.

why members come to
understand some of the bills
! coming to the National Assembly
1 from the executive to create
boards and parastatals in the
| FCT, especially as the-
constitution mentioned that
Abuja should be treated as if it
were one of the states of the
federation. To my mind what this
means is that it will give room
for establishing organisations,
gcvemments so that we can have
proper management ofNigerians
living in the FCT. Members
understood this and approved a

number ofboards, including the
water board, environmental
protection board, the primary
school board among others. You
will agree with me that these
boards are essential and there are
other boards like the health
management and the pilgrims
boards so that we can have
similarity with what obtains in
the states that accounts for their
smooth administration. | think
that has been achieved. Every
member of this Assembly today
now undestands what is the
reality on ground, especially that
they are living here and they go
round to see things for
themselves.

And secondly, as you are
aware, the responsibility of any
legislative is to improve the lot
of its people and the only ways
we can do this is by participating
fully in the provisions and
implementation o f the budget.

In Abuja we have two
budgets coincidentally we
participate in the national budget
and we participate in the
statutory FCT budget. Luckily
enough, last year, we were able
to entrench a number o f projects
but for the due process which
made most of the projects not
due must of the due process were
not due until about the end of
the year but for now, as | am
talking to you, I can glad to say
that I have the water project for
my constituency out and | have
about eight boreholes which is
now currently going on inone of
the area councils that is
Gwagwalada.

I fyifu look closely,you will
find outthatthe developmentof
the Federal Capital Territory is
inphases butsofar, bulk ofthe
development s concentrated in
the Abuja municipality with
little federal presence in the
local areas and suburbs. They
might not feel the impact of
general development process
goingoninthe FCTbhecauseof
this concentration o fprojectsin
the city centre. What is your
impression?

That is a very good
observation and it has been the
case for many years but I think
in the last two years we have
already in the pipeline
programmes that will change all
that. I have told most of my area
council chairmen that they have
to be serious in providing
amenities and developing their
area councils. We are expecting
some development from these
young mefi who are newly
elected and, another area we are
likely to have changes is that
about a week ago, there was a
budget defence in tvhich the
satellite towns development
agency appeared. The agency has
been put in place by the present
minister of the FCT, Malam
Nasiru el-Rufai. | think it is one
of the things | appreciate from

the young man because he has
put in place development as it
affects health services and
education, and of course, this
satellite towns development
agencies have their budget which
have been defended. In the
budget, primary and secondary
roads, among other rural
development projects have been
captured.

Also, electrification has been
captured in the budget. You are
right that development has not
been reaching the satellite towns
as expected. But the
establishment of the Satellite
Towns Development Agency and
the provision made for them in
the budget, we are hoping that
we will see changes within the
year 2005. In my constituency,
some roads and hospital
rehabilitations have been
captured in the budget. It is
important for these development
of the satellite towns because
with the mass movement of
people outside the city you will
feel that they will have comfort
in some ofthese area councils and
I think by the time they have
comfort there, we shall also have
peace here. If they don’t have
peace, we move them out of the
city, and they are not peaceful,
then we cannot be peaceful here
in the city. So, | think it is our
responsibility and that of the
government to make the area
councils comfortable for other
Nigerians so that we can have
security, real security in the city
itself.

Thereisone worrisometrend
thatmostresidents o fAbuja have
been expressing concern over.
The authorities of the federal
capital have been embarking on
massive restructuring and re-
organisation ofthe citysuch that
little or noprovision is madefor
the lessprivilegedpeople. Their
business has been smashed

Also,youfind thatthereare
no bus stops because it was
believedthat everybody living in
Abuja must be above average
person, but the entireprocess is
making life difficultfor the less
privileged, don tyou think that
the way the Abuja is planned,
there are some errors that need
to be correctedto makeprovision
for the less privilege to live side
by side with the elites. What is
your impression ofall these?

I always quarrel with the
Abuja planners right from the
word go. | had an opportunity
one time to make acomment at a
conference to review the master
plan of Abuja, and in that
meeting, | made my mind clear
that a lot ofthings are wrong with
the Abuja planning.

I want to say that the initial
planners ofAbuja never take into
consideration the peculiarity of
Africans, the peculiarities of
Nigerians, infact the peculiarities
of read extended families of

Hon. Sidi Ali

Africa and its quite unfortunate.
What should be done?
What is to be done is for the

master plan to be review. | am of
that opinion we have to review
this master plan of Abuja. In the
subsequent phases of
development, we should be able
to improve and incorporate the
peculiarities our way of life, our
tradition our culture. We are in
Nigerians, we have the rich far
up there and you have the poor
extreme down there. We should
be able to provide for where this
poor can stay, to improve their
life because if they stay around
where there is economic
activities, where there is social
activities, they can come into the
city and gradually they also get
improved. They also get
developed in their social and
economic activities.

Ifwe want Nigerians to unite
in Abuja then we must make
provisions for all class of people
appropriately through the
development oftheir standard of
living.

Most currently, you recall
that the federal government
approved the scrapping of the
ministry o fthe Federal Capital
Territory and the
recommendation that the status
of the state should be given to
the Federal Capital Territory is
feasible. The impression this
creates is that the hues and cries
of the indigenes of Abuja, to
some extent, has been addressed

Idon’t see the way of saying
we are going to have a state as
such but I think there is a
corrective measure trying to make
Abuja as provided by the law. In
the first place, having ministry
of the Federal Capital Territory
in place is improper. Now that
we are going back to the
provisions of the law, | am glad
about that, but at the same time
the people ofthe Federal Capital
Territory want the government
to, at least, humanly look at the
law and marry them with what

we have on the ground today
because if you look at the law
establishing the Federal Capital
Territory, the great Nigerians that
sat down ands drafted the
constitution look at Abuja as a
virgin area. So everything was left
hanging until we have Nigerians
here now. Application ofthat law
should be done very, very
carefully. Now that the executive
have reverted to the provision of
F.C.D.A. Act and the provisions
of the constitution, how do we
want to see the provision of the
constitution totally applied in
the federal Capital Territory,
especially Section 299 which
says we should treat Abuja as if
it were one of the states of the
federation. The reason for this
provision is to make sure that if
you come from Abeokuta, you
come from Jigawa, you come
from Sokoto you come from
Lagos, once you come to Abuja
and you decided to make Abuja
your place, you should not miss
what you have in Lagos or
Sokoto or Kano administratively.
Ifyour child is going to school if
you come here your child should
be able to go to school. I1fyou are
a politician, you should be able
topolities here. Ifyou are atrader
should trade here ifyou are a civil
servant and so on and so forth,
this is what we are expecting to
be done.

If care is not taken, and we
allow we hand pick areas that
only affect the government and
allow other areas that affect the
administration of the people,
then we are in trouble and this
government is not being fair. For
instance, if the government
believes that F.C.D.A. should be
ion place and the Federal Capital
Territory should be in place now
we should go ahead and invoked
the provision of the constitution
that says there should be a may<*r
for the Federal Capital Territory
comprising six areas councils.
Now lets see how do we make
up this mayor; can we have

elected mayor; can we have
appointed mayor or what do we
call that mayor. Do we say
territorial mayor where now we
line up activities, we line up
business, we line up management
for him. Such mayor, what will
he be doing, what is his
relationship with the president; j
what relationship with elected |
area councils chairmen now it is j
the responsibility of thej
executive and the National !
Assembly to now sit down and j
see how we can evoke thaL
provision of the constitution ai”™ A
have a territorial mayor or"~"
mayor whatever the case may be. !
But if we now say we are j
reverting to F.C.D.A act and we ]
only concentrate in providing
amenities and forget about the
administrative aspect of it, then
it is very very unfortunate.

As we are reverting to the
law establishing the Federal
Capital Territory, we should also
evoke that section which allows
for the good management of the
people of the Federal Capital
Territory. If these two are put
together, I will welcome the
change. But the change is very
necessary and is overdue.

My appeal is that both thfc
National Assembly, which | am
a member of, and the executive,
must put their head together and
make laws that will govern the
FCT because the constitution
allows that - it has made a lot of
provisions because of situations
like the present one we have in
Abuja.

At the ongoing conference,
though the FCT has its
representations but whatdoyou
think require urgent attention
ofthe conference?

The delegates we have, |
-have confidence in them, | want
them to reach consensus, to first
of all understand the problems-
of the FCT. Secondly, there is
the issue of federal character as
it affects the FCT and the entire
country, There is constitutional
provision for the ‘federal
character commission which the
commission has not been
implementing. The people ofthe
FCT have missed out a lot in this
area. For instance, our children
have no provision in the JAMB
admission. Most of our children
don’t have a place by the JAMN
quota, they have to go to other
states to use their quota to be
able to get admission. If the
commission should strictly
implement the quota system, the
people of FCT would have their
place inemployment inthe civil
service and political appoint-
ments. For instance, the FCT
PDP tried in voting in the
present government but you can
see that in the ministerial
appointments, there is nobody
groom the FCT. | think the
federal character thing has not
been applied to the FCT. Dele-
gates to the conference sTiould
emphasise on the implemen-
tation of the provisions of the
federal character as it affects the
FCT. Section 299 and other
sections of the constitution that
makes pronouncement on the !
provisions that should be given j
to the FCT. This is in addition to
the issue of mayor. By the time
these issues are sold out to the
conference, | am sure other
Nigerians would want Abuja to
be peaceful, to have a unity city
for everybody. | want the j
delegates to sell the idea that |
what really is Abuja; what is the
situation on ground and wijiat are
the solutions.



Il Nnside Politics
My expulsion Is
unconstitutional - Nsise

nambra state
governor, Dr. Chris
Nwabueze Ngige,
has reacted against his
expulsion from the Peoples

Democratic Party (PDP),
ANling the move s
AmAinstitutional.

_ Ihe governor, who spoke
Ithrough his senior special
;assistant on media and
]publicity, Mr. Fred
i Chukwuelobe, indicated that he
| would challenge his expulsion
lin court.

According to him, going by
jthe party’s constitution, he is
|still a member ofthe PDP and
urged his supporters not to
panic over the latest
development in the party.

Said Chukwuelobe, “the
attention of the governor, Dr.
iChris Ngige has been drawn to

certain decision in Abuja by
|some members of the PDP
National Executive Committee
(NEC), expelling him from the
party.

“The governor wishes to
state that going by the
provision of the PDP
| constitution, particularly article
16(c) (v), he remains a bona-
|fide member of the party,”
Chukwuelobe said, adding that,
1“the steps taken by those who
participated in the so-called
lexpulsion are unconstitutional
within the context of the PDP
|constitutution and the
governor intends to challenge
them in the court.”

He however, alerted

From Beatrice 6naeha-kwﬁ" -
| Stringer (Awka) j

Anambra citizens ofan alleged
plan to send in Mobile
policemen to provide cover for
Chris Uba’s men to embark on
another round of property
vandalisation and bumingiin
the state and even cause harm
to Ngige.

“The attention of all
Nigerians and indeed world
leaders is called to this

undemocratic and Jungle
justice perpetrated against a
federating unit of Nigeria -
Anambra state.

“The governor hereby
appeals to the people of the
state to remain calm but
vigilante and refrain from
being used to derail the
infrastructural development
revolution currently being
witnessed in the state,”
Chukwuelobe added.

2007: Benue North-East
wants governorship seat

alwarts and elders ofthe
Benue North-East zone
f the ruliifg Peoples

From Hir Joseph,
j Correspondent (Makurdi) j

Democratic Party (PDP), atthgnstituencies, the North-

weekend made a case for the
zoning of the 2007
governorship ticket to the area.

Comprising Sankera, Jechila
and Kwande federal

Governor George Akume

Senator Gyado, Hon
Suswan receive
decampees to Benue PDP

year, fromer Senator
|Jack Gyado and House of
| Representatives Committee
Chairman on Finance and
| Appropriation, Hon Gabriel
| Tor Suswan, have received
|decampees to the Katsina-
Ala chapter of the Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP).

The event, which took
place in Tor Donga, a major
town in the Shitile district of
Katsina-Ala local council, saw
the decamping of former All
Nigeria Peoples Party (ANPP)
strongman in Benue North-
East, Hon Terfa Abuu and
over 4,000 of his supporters
who pitched their tent with
the ruling PDP at a ceremony
that also attracted several
party stalwarts including
Speaker ofthe State House of
Assembly, Hon Mzenda lho,
state secretary of the party,
Dr. Samuel Ortom and council
chairmen including the host,
Hon Tsenongi Abancha.

Supported by Senator Jack
Gyado who was guest
speaker at the event, Hon Sus-
wan, representing Sankera
federal constituency in which
Shitile is a major district,

or the third time since
Fthe beginning of the

From Itafoseph,
Correspondent (Makurdi)

expressed his appreciation
over what he described as the
“reftim ofthe big masquerade
into the main arena,” and said
the re-union would add
weight to Sankera people’s
quest for gubernatorial
power shift come 2007.

“The return of a respected
friend and straight politician
ofthe Benue North-East zone
into the PDP marks the
beginning ofthe long sought
after union and strength to
enable the people of Sankera
in their decades of struggle
to be zoned the governorship
position.

“Also the decamping of
over 4,000 supporters ofAbun
into the PDP jnak&another
movement to further support
the good policies and
programmes of Governor
George Akume,” said Hon
Suswan.

Dr. Ortom, state secretary
of the party welcomed the
decampees and assured
further that PDP had enough
room to accommodate every-
body without discrimination.

East, which has the largest
population out of the three
senatorial zones in the state,
said that it was on course at
ensuring that the Sankera axis
produce the successor to Dr.
George Akume as governor of
Benue State. >

The decision, which was
made known by political
leaders of the area who
thronged Tor Donga town in
Katsina-Ala local government
area to receive over 4,000
decampees to the PDP
however, represents a set-back
to the power shift struggle by
the Idomas of Benue South,
who also want power shifted
to their area.

Chief Atoza lhindan, a
second republic polician, who
was also the House of
Representatives member for
Sankera, echoed the decision
ofthe political class in the area
before state principal officials
of the party including the
chairman, Mr. Aloysius
Wuam, the secretary, Dr.
Samuel Utom and North-East
zonal chairman, Hon Mike
Bosuawho were in Tor Donga
for the event.

Chief lhindan, who also
lauded the effort of his
successor, Hon Gabriel Tor
Suswan in building the party
in the area, called on the
leadership of the PDP in the
state to consider their appeal
for power zoning seriously
lamented that inspite of the
immense contribution of
Sankera to the socio-political
and economic developmentof
the state, it has not had a shot
at the exalted seat.

He was supported by the
zone’s second republic
Senator, Jack Tilley Gyado
who urged the people not to
relent in the struggle to be
zoned the governorship
position, adding that the
efforts'ofHon Suswan would
be a deciding factor for the

' zone to get the nod o fthe party

to product the candidate.

State secretary ofthe party,
Dr. Samuel Ortom, woh'
acknowledged the effort ofthe
zone atbuilding the party, said
however, that zoning the
exalted position would be a
dfecision to be taken by the
entire leadership at the
appropriate time.

alalh

ASSOCIATION OF
NATIONAL ACCOUNTANTS

OF NIGERIA

Founded in 1979 and chartered by Act. N0.'76 of 1993

PUBLIC NOTICE

2005 KANDATORY CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPSKNT
(NCR!) PROGRAMME

Pqrsua,!to Rule 14(10) of Assodatiofi of Natotal AccourSants of Nigeria Rules 1995. the 1
session of 2005 Mandatory Continuing Professional Development (MCPD) programme wil hold

asfollows:-

QNE
Monday 21"- Thursday 24* March 2005

VENUE

Women Development Centre
Onitsha-Enugu Expressway
Awka, Anambra State

COURSE FEE
Fifteen Thousand Naira (*N=15,000) per participant. The fee is to cover course materials and

Lunch only. Payment in Draft should be made to the Association of National Accountants of
Nigeria. Personal cheques are not acceptable. No Credit will be granted to any, firoug.
Members should make arrangements to pay their fees and claim refund from theiremployers in due

course vstiere necessary.

ACCOMMODATION
Members are to pay for their accommodation and feeding in any of the Hotels of their choice  List

of some popular hotels can be obtained from the Secretariat.

NOMINATION
All nominations with payments in bank drafts or certified cheques should be made to the

Association of National Accountants of Nigeria at least two weeks before the commencement of
any session.

EXTRA INVITATION LETTERS
Extra invitation letter may be obtained from the Secretariat and the Nigerian CoSege of

Accountancy, Jos, Plateau State or from the Chairmen of the State Branches of the Association.

FOR WHOM
It is compulsory for every member of the Association to attend this programme at least once a year.

Although this session is particularly for the members in the Eastern Zone, which includes the
following States: Abis, Imo, Rivers, Akwa lbom, Cross River, Bayelss, Anambra, Enugu and Ebonyi
States, Members in other States who wish to attend this session at Awka are free to do so.

Please note that REGISTRATION would commence from 12 noon on Monday, 21;i March, 2005
at the venue

10th MARCH 2005,
E-mail: anan@vahoo.com
Web Address: www.3nanweb.org
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ustralia’s Olympic

heroine Cathy Free

»-man has given her
support to London’s bid to
host the 2012 Games.

Freeman, who won gold
in the 400m at the Sydney
Olympics, was in London for
the start of The Queen’s Ba-
ton tour for the next year’s
Commonwealth Games.

And Freeman expressed
her views to London bid
leader Lord Sebastian Coe
when they met  at
|Buckingham Palaec.

“lwant Londonto win the
2012 Olympics. I’ve already
jvoiced my support to Lord
iSeb Coe,” she said.

London is up against
Paris, New York, Madrid and
Moscow for the right to host
the Olympics.

And Freeman believes
London can learn from the
Sydney Olympics and from
Melbourne’s preparations for
ithe 2006 Commonwealth
Games.

“From behind the scenes,

being retired as | am, team-
work is really important,” she
“added.

“It’s a tough challenge,
and that’s how it should be,
but it is so worth it.

“Staying in touch with the
community is really impor-
tant too and understanding
what people want%

“Getting inside people’s

Daily Trust

hearts and capturing their
imaginations is a lesson so
worth learning.”

The head of the
Melbourne Games, Ronald
Walker, hasjoined Freeman in
praising the London bid.

He admitted that the 2002
Commonwealth Games in
Manchester was a benchmark
for Melbourne.

“We learned a lot from
Manchester,” he said. “I think
Manchester was the under-
pinning claw for your bid for

the Olympics.
“You deserve to win the
Olympics. 1’'m helping Seb

Coe, myself, in certain coun-
tries and you’re the‘best
country to get the Olympics
and | hope you do get them.”

Cup semis to stay in Cardiff- FA

anchester United

fans have been

told there is no
chance their side’s FA Cup
semi-final against Newcastle
will be moved away from the
Millennium Stadium.

Earlier, the Independent
Manchester United Support-
ers Association urged fans to
boycott the match.

“We announced that
Cardiffwould host both semi-
finals back in September,”
said Football Association
spokesman Adrian

;Real Madrid midfielder Luis Figo battles Bayern Munich

opponents in a Champions League clash. Woodgate will
line up with Figo next season.

Schumacher e

ichael Schumacher
expects to be a lead
ing contender in

Sunday’s Malaysian Grand
Prix despite failing to finish
the season opener in Austra-
lia.

Schumacher has been
buoyed by team-mate
Rubens Barrichello’s climb
from 11th on the grid to sec-
ond in Melbourne.

“Getting zero points in
the first race makes me even
more determined to do bet-
er,” the world champion said.

“But after what we saw in
Australia, we are able to com-
pete with our interim car even
better than we; thought,”

Ferrari have started the

spend the extra time ensuring
their definitive 2005 car is as
well suited to the new rules
as possible.

Renault were the clear
pace-setters in Australia,
while McLaren also looked
very strong before their driv-
ers made costly errors.

But Schumacher is confi-
dent he can fight with those
two teams at the demanding
Sepang track near Kuala
.Lumpur.

“I think we can expect to
do quite well in Sepang and
achieve a good result,” said
Schumacher, who has won in
Malaysia three times.

“After all, (in Australia)

season with an updated ver*,ioRubeias. showed what’s, pos-

sion oftheir 2004 car, as they

sible even after a qualifying

BY(iRon.

“Itwill allow about 30,000
fans from each club to attend
the games.”

Bevington added that a
final announcement over pre-
cise dates and kick-offtimes
would not be made until
Newcastle had completed
their Uefa Cup tie with
Olympiacos.

If the Magpies secure a
place in the quarter-finals of
the European competition
then their FA Cup match will
be played on Sunday be-
cause their Uefa Cup encoun-
ter is scheduled for the previ-
ous Thursday. '

“A decision regarding
which games will be played
on which days, and at what
particular time will be made
later this week after
Newecastle’s Uefa Cup tie,”
said Bevington.

“Our first priority in that
decision will be the safety
and security of supporters as
well as their travelling plans.”

Chairman for the IMUSA,
Jules Spencer, said his asso-
ciation would not back down
from their stance against the
plans, although he refrained
from asking fans to boycott
the semi-final.

“IMUSA would never
seek to tell United support-
ers what to do,” he said.

“We all have to make a
personal choice, as members
of our organisation have
done, between the desire to
support the team and the
hassle, cost and inconve-
nience the FA are forcing us
into by travehhirig 10 Cardiff.

yes Sepang fight back

session that didn’t go too
well.

“Our performance during
the race was quite consistent,
so I’'m still confident.”

Schumacher started the
Australian race from the back
of the grid after rain on his
qualifying run and retired af-
ter a collision with Nick
Heidfeld’s Williams.

Schumacher has been in
Malaysia on holiday since
Melbourne, adapting to the
tropical temperatures and
humidity that make it such a
demanding event.

“We all know Malaysia is
one ofthe races that is physi-
cally toughest on the drivers,

iso ,nob'pdy can .afford to just
hang about,” he said.

“We are retiitatating our
belief that the game should
be switched to Elland Road
and we will be doing every-
thing in our power to make
this happen.’
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Injury

‘delays

Klitschko defence

it"li  £litschko’s

planned WBC title

defence against
Hasim Rahman has been
postponed after the Ukrai-
nian injured his thigh, it has
been reported.

The fight was due to take
place on 30 April inNew York
but the Agence France
Presse news agency says
organisers are now looking to
secure a date, in June.

WBA champion John
Ruiz could defend his title
against James Toney on that
Madison Square Garden bill

instead.

The 36-year-old Toney is
a former three-weight world
champion.

Rahman and Ruiz, as well
as IBF titlist Chris Byrd and
WBO champion Lamon Bre-
wster. are promoted by
King.

King also controls Klits-1
chko’s defence rights and is
keen on unification show-
downs.

“l can make thathappen,”
King said. “My goal is have
world title unification matc-
hes this year and I’m fighting
to get it done.

Iapselbaink to miss UEFACop dash

iddlesbrough’s

hopes of rescuing

their UEFA Cup
campaign have been dealt a
major blow with striker Jimmy
Floyd Hasselbaink ruled out
of Thursday night’s trip to
Sporting Lisbon.

The 32-year-old was to-
day due to undergo scans on
a knee injury picked up in
training which will rule him
out of the game at the Jose
Alvalade Stadium.

The former Chelsea player
will almost certainly miss
Sunday’s Premiership home
clash with Southampton too,

teal confident of\Wood

eal Madrid are hope

ful that Jonathan

.Woodgate will make
his long-awaited debut at the
beginning of next season.

Fears for the 25-year-old
defender’s future grew when
a thigh injury ruled him out
for the rest of this season.

But Real president
Florentino Perez told Spanish
newspaper AS: “We hope he
will be able to start playing
with the team from the begin-
ning of the season.

“We are now on the road
to recovery, and | am con-
vinced he will become a great
defender for Real Madrid.”

Real signed Woodgate for
£13.4m from Newcastle in
August but he has not played
a competitive game since a
Premiership match in April last
year.

He was poised to make
his Real debut back in Octo-
ber but suffered a recurrence
ofthe injury during a training
session and had to fly to the
United States for specialist
advice.

In Woodgate’s absence,
Real have struggled and look
likely to end a second straight
season without a trophy.

But Perez insists he will
see out his second term as
club president.

“Until 2008,1will continue
here because club members
are with us,” he added.

Perez also said that cur-
rent coach Wanderley
Luxemburgo has “all our con-
fidence”, despite reportsjhat
the Brazilian may be sacked if
he does not deliver a trophy

and Boro officials fear he
could be out for several
weeks as the club’s injury list
continues to grow.

‘Jimmy has damaged a
knee in training and will have
scans later today,’said a club
spokesman. ‘He is definitely
out ofthe game in Lisbon and
is a doubt for Sunday.’

Gaizka Mendieta, Ugo
Ehiogu, George Boateng,
Mark Viduka and James
Morrison remain on the long-
term casualty list, while
keeper Mark Schwarzer only
played in the first leg against
Sporting because of a
goalkeeping crisis. Ray

this seasoh.
“Nextyear’s Real Madrid

Parlour missed the-gamewith |
a back problem.

Manager Steve McClaren m
will have only youngster
Danny Graham, Joseph-De-
sire Job and Szilard Nemeth
available from which to select |
a strike-force, with the {
Teessiders needing to score
at least twice to stand any
chance ofreaching the quar-
ter-finals.

Sporting raced into a 3-0
lead at the Riverside last
Thursday night, but late goals
from Job and defender Chris
Riggott gave Boro a chance
in the retuin.

gate return

ill  be built around
Luxemburgo,” said Perez.

Monaco aim at Champions League spot

In Strasbourg

onaco have the
M chance to leapfrog

Lille into the third
Champions League spot
when they travel to strug-
gling Racing Strasbourg in a
rescheduled Ligue 1game on
Wednesday.

In other games St Etienne
host AC Ajaccio, who are
fighting to avoid relegation,
and Sochaux take on
neighbours Metz.

Monaco, knocked out of
the Champions League by
PSV Eindhoven, need to re-
peat against Strasbourg their
fine first halfdisplay in the 2-
2 draw at AJ Auxerre on Sun-
day.

Should they win their first
game in five, Monaco would
climb to third place with 49
points, two behind
Olympique Marseille, who
beat RC Lens 2-1 on Satur-
day and remain eight points
behind runaway leaders and
champions Olympique Lyon.

“We need to to put our-
selves in a good position by
winning this game. We could
be then well placed before the
final sprint,” said defender
Francois Modesto.

et hOMWILL be rt'

o _ said
Swedish international
midfielder Pontus Famerud,
who is doubtful with a groin
injury.

Monaco’s next two home
games are against Marseille
and Lille. The top two in the
French league will qualify di-

rectly fdr the Champions
League group stage and the
third-placed side will enter at
the third qualifying stage.

St Etienne will be keen to
make amends for their 2-0 loss
at Girondins Bordeaux last
weekend as they entertain AC
Ajaccio

who are 18th in the 20-
strong league.

The Corsicans beat Paris
St Germain 1-0 on Saturday
and will jump out of the rel-
egation zone ifthey win

Lewis takes on
former manager
in High Court

ormegr world heavy
I: weight  champion
Lennox Lewis was ifi
the High Court on Tuesday
trying to claw back up to two
thirds ofthree million pounds
he is still owed by his former
manager Panos Eliades from
an 8 million-dollar fraud dam-
ages award in the U.S.
Lewis, who retired in 2004,
was awarded damages by a
federal jury in Manhattan in
February after it found
Eliades and his company,
Panix Promotions, guilty of
/ raud>breach of fiduciary

Lewis.

The 39-year-old Lewis is
asking top judge Mr Justice
Peter Smith to rule that Eliades
is the beneficial owner of a
two millions pounds property

in moves
aimed at enabling him to re-
cover the value ofthe house.
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Tornadoes seeks Insurance’s fall in Benin

onfederation Cup aspi
rants, Insurance Foot-
ball Club of Benin will

better, as they are precariously
perched on 16th position also
in the relegation mire. Thus, it

Itoday trade tackles agaifiRthe battle royale to see who

jNiger Tornadoes of Minna in
a rescheduled week four
encounter slated for Sam
| Ogbemudia Stadium, Benin.
Coach Godwin Uwua of
lInsurance is in dire need of
|victory in the match to
improve his team’s current
*poor standing on the Premier
iLeague table where they are
in the relegation zone on 17t
|position.
Tornadoes only fare aplace

Coreman

FRE.C.’s Belgian esaeh
Maurice Coreman has
N restated that his team
is not scared of today’s mid-
week cracker against Enyimba
FC of Aba, Coreman said
Enyimba is just another big
jNigeriati rlnbside but hia
youthful NPA squad could
return to Lagos with a positive
| result.

We are not under any
jpressure but Enyimbawould be
;underpressure, in fact NPA has
inothing to lose aswe’llgo there
‘'to put in our best” said the
jformer Gabros and Lobi sweat
Imerchant. Adding after home
winsand away losesto Enyimba
|atboth Gabros and Lobi Stars it

is his personal target to rattle
Ithe Aba Elephants in Aba.
Coach Maurice Coreman of
the NPA Seasiders has
ticontinued to lament the poor
state ofour pitches nationwide,
10nikan stadium, Lagos in
|particular. Even as his team
;celebrated their 1-0 win over
visiting Wikki Tourist last
mweekend Coreman said the

pi«ks result in the match, as
both teams attemptto improve
or continue with the
impressive results they
obtained in the past weekend.
The Benin Arsenal were
held to a barren draw by
Zamfara United in far away
Gusau, while Niger Tornadoes
bagged three points and three
goals in the kitty against
Iwuanyanwu Nationale of
Owerriathome.

: NPAnot scared of Enyimba

Onikan Stadium turf Is a big
hindrance.

“You cannot play good
football on such a pitch , it
affects the flow o fthe game and
it is alarming”. Coreman has
persistently lamented the poor

—state ofthe Qgikan pitch during
his team home draw with Kano
Pillarsand 3-1 win over Sharks.
“l think the Nigeria Football
League should do something
aboutthe pitches in the country,
I implore the Lagos FAto keep
the playing turf of Onikan
Stadium smooth, it does not
cost too much. Many Nigerian
teams boast of quality players
but the bad playing pitches are
a big detraction and drawback
to developmento fprofessional
football in the country, fans are
not enjoying the game as it
should be,” he said.

The big Belgians also
complained that each time he
comments on the poor
standards of our pitches club
officials will ask him to keep
quiet and concentrate on
grabbing crucial points in the

"Imsurance, who went to pick
a valuable away draw in their
continental match penultimate
week in Equatorial Guinea,
need the victory more than the
Minna side, as the match is a
home clash, which explains
why the encounter is crucial
to Uwua and his boys.

However, to Coach
AbdulRafi’'u Musa of
Tornadoes, the match is also
significant, as he wants to use
it to gain lost ground in his
battle to place the team higher
on the Premier League table,
as well as to prove a point to

league. * | love football, I like to
see free flowing football, itisin
fact in the best interest of the

other oppositions.

The Tornadoes sweat
merchant has thus advised
Insurance to forget about the
points at stake in the clash, as
the Minna side intends to
continue with its impressive
away form.

“Insurance should forget
about the encounter because
they are going to fall in Benin.
As we have shown* in
previous matches, we don’t
usually have problem while
playing away from home as the
boys play without tension or
pressure, so | am sure we are

develepment ef feotball in the
country that there are good
pitches” he said.

Enyimba striker, Joetex Frimpong attempts to steal the ball off
Etoile du Sahel keeper Austin Ejide during the 2004 Champion.

League final.

Why | wept—Tornadoes coach

he chiefcoach of Niger

E%rnadoes Football
ub, Minna, Alhaji
jAbdulRafi’u Musa, was
loverwhelmed by emotion ashe
jwept profusely moment after
the referee’s final whistle
;signified his team’s victory
|over visiting lwuanyanwu
Nationale of Owerri last
Saturday at the Bako
iKontagora Stadium, Minna.
The sweat merchants later
;revealed to Trustsports that he
could not hold back his
|emotion because his boys
justified his confidence and

trust in them, hence the |

iemphatic 3-0 spanking of the

INaze millionaires.
AbdulRafi’u, who was

lhanded a three match

before the match, said the
jvictory showed that his
players could play well and win
|anywhere irrespective of the
jopposition.

He added that his team is
igood and should not be written
off because of indifferent

iresults obtained in earlier |

imatches especially at home,'
Isaying that the poorhome form
jwas as a result of the over-
Ibearing pressure piled on the
jyoung boys by impatient
jsupporters of the team.

“l thank God for being on
|my side. Because ofsome little
iproblems people began to pile
Ipressure on the team, however,
thanks to God we have been

i BrAbdulRafieerm Ao
L Reporter (Sports) :

vindicated. The way the boys
played and the victory was too
much for me particularly
against a big team like
Iwuanyanwu Nationale that
was why | wept.

“The boys are good, they
are young boys that would
mature as the season
progresses. We have a good

Pos. TEAMS

1st Kano Pillars F.C
2nd Gombe Utd F.C
(3rd Dolphin F.C

4th NasarawaUtd

<t* TrtWwStars
6th Kwara Utd

7th 3SC

8th NPAF.C

9th Zamfara Utd
10th Enyimbalnt’l F.C
11th Gabros Int’l
12th Wikki Tourists
13th Nationale F.C
14th Rangers Int’l
15th Julius Berger
16th Tornadoes FC
17th Insurance
18th Sharks FC
19th Gateway FC
20th ElI-Kanemi .W

—_——— —

—

—

—
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team but we don’t knew what

happened (in previeus heme
matches). The fans that should
support us kept on piling
pressure on us to win, however,
now that we have overcome
the poor patch with this win,
other victories will follow both
at home and in away games,”
he said amidst sobs ofjoy.
Following the victory, the
technical crew chief has
sounded a note of warning to

Premier League Table
PL WN DR LS GFGAGD PTS

3 1 17 5 +2 10
3 1 14 2 +2 10
3 - 26 3 +3 9
3 - 27 6 +1 9
t2 2 X1 El35+3 8
2 2 16 4 +2 8
2 1 1 5 3+2 7
2 1 14 4 - 7
1 3 - 4 1+3 6
1 3 1 6 5+1 6
2 - 35 7 -2 6
2 - 32 8 6 6
1 2 12 2 5
1 2 2 4 5 -15

1 1 24 3 +1 4
1 1 22 4 -2 4
1 1 35 8 -3 4
- 3 2 14-33

- 2 3 17-62

pther teams to beware of
Tornadoes as they intend te
pick results from future match
at home and on the road.

“Itis a matter oftime befo
we put our season back
course, but with patience
are going to spring back soo
Starting from our next match
against Insurance in Benin ant
El-Kanemi in Maiduguri, we
going to strive to continu
today’s form.”

League Results
Premier League

Tornadoes 3 Nationale 0
3SC 1 Rangers 0

NPA 1 Wikki 0

Pillars 2 Sharks 1

Berger 0 Enyimba0
Dolphin 1 Kwara Utd 0
Gabros 2 Lobi Stars 2
Gombe 1EI-Kanemi 0

Nasarawa 2 Gateway 0
Pro League 1A

Jets FC 2 Yobe 1
Buffalo OJuth 1

VON 3BON 2
Plateau utd 2 NEPA 1
Ranch B 1lJigawa 0
Adamawa 1SEC 0
Kogi 1Kaduna 2
Appeal 2 JC Raiders 1
Pro League IB

Ebedei 1Ebonyi 4

F Bank 1Bayelsa 1
Crown 2 C Rovers 2
Ocean FC 2 Bussdor 0
Delta Utd 11laFCO
Bendel 2 U Bank FC 1
GlobeStars 2 Sunshine 0
AbiaW 0 Awka Utd 1

going to do well against
Tornadoes and EI-Kanemi (on
Saturday). Even if we do not
getthe maximum 6 points from
both matches, we would leave
with a result,, 4

“Insurance is a great team
no doubt, but*it is not name
that plays, once my boys play
well and the officiating was
good, there would be no
stopping us. | propelled the
boys to get a fabulous result
against Nationale (last
weekend), | would also guide
them to get another result in
Benin on Wednesday,” Coach
Musa disclosed to Trustsports
in Minna.

The former star player will
bank on the defence pair of
Alex and Alabi Musa to thwart
any attempt by Insurance to
score his team, while putting
young winger Simon Zeinke
to task to use his powerful
runs to prise open the defence

_oflhe_Benin Arsenal to aHow
strikers Ajilo and Clement
score the much-needed goals.

Uwua will put his team to
task to win the game in order
not to disappoint the highly
critical Benin fans, as well as
to put them in good stead for
the return leg of their
continental match against the
Equitorial . = Guinea
representatives on Saturday.

At the Nnamdi Azikiwe
Stadium, Enugu, Rangers
International will lock horns
with Zamfara United ofGusau
in another rescheduled week
four Premier League
encounter.

The Flying Antelopes, who
were beaten with a lone strike
by 3SC of Ibadan last Saturday,
will need to beat the Zamfara
boys to put their derailing
campaign back on track and

mind ahead of their
Confederation Cup match on
Saturday. Zamfarawho drew a t!
home with Insurance O#
Saturday also needs the match
to make up for lost points, and
boost its 9thplace on the league
table.

TimewouldtellifRangerswill
allow them get any result from
the encounter.

2003 League champions,
Enyinba FC of Aba will also
play hostto NPAFC of Lagos
today at the Enyimba
International Stadium, Aba.

The Aba Elephants, who got
a point from their away match
against Julius Berger in
Abeokuta last Saturday will
attempt to use the match to
further prove their invincibilffy
inthis year’s Premier League.

The Coach Okey Emordi
tutored side is yet to lose a |
match this season, as the only |
unbeaten team in the Premier |

- Lcague-strfer, they would need |

to beat the Seasiders to
improve their number 10
standing on the league table.

Coach Maurice Coareman of i
NPA still basking in the
euphoria of his team’s victory |
over Wikki Tourists at the
weekend will make all efforts
to rubbish the unbeaten run of
the Aba side or in the least
leave Aba with a result that
would boost the Seasiders’ 8th
placing in the league.

Cooreman will bank on
enterprising  goalkeeper
ChigozieAgbimto keepaclean
sheet against the People’s
Elephants, while upfront skilful
Emmanuel Atobasi will be
unleashed on the Enyimba’s
rear.

While the Ugah Opara
anchored defence line is put
to task to contain* the

improve their current 14"1 Seasiders’ attack, Joetex

position on the league table.

Victory for the Coach
Lawrence Akpokonaboys will
also put them in good frame of
[ |

Frimgong and Emeka Nwanna

will be released to wreak havoc |
on the defence of NPA in order
to get the required result.

| vy boys broke down

wuanyanwu Nationale
sweat merchant, Al
fred Ekundina has ex-

- Ekundina

plained that the inabilitymatch we prepared so

of his boys to rise to the
occasion in the second
half of their encounter
with Niger Tornadoes
Football Club of Minna,
led to their loss of the
match.

Coach Ekundina, who

disclosed this to
Trustsports moments after
the match said it is

unfortunate that they can
play so well in the first
half only to capitulate in
the last 30 minutes and
lose the match with such

He added'that since me
team did not quite get it
right in Minna, they
would go back and re-
strategise in order to
come up with a stratagem
that would give them
valuable results in away
matches in order to poise
them for the league

well for only for my boys
to break down.

“l didn’t really know
what happened but we
would go back and work
harder so that we can
improve on our
weaknesses. The boys
though, tried their best
particularly our new
striker, Christian Jacob,
you can see his efforts ip
the first half, though his
goal was.disallowed but
he had a great half.

“If he was not injured

ﬁ%qlhi‘i‘ﬁjip? ngvreplaced at
and probably the result
would have been different
but like | said, we would
go back and prepare
harder,” Ekundina said.
Nationale must defeat
Zamfara United when
they come visiting this

diadem or in the least, a tveekend, otherwise thel

continental ticket.

“l don’t know what
happened, we played so
well in the first half but
we were not very
aggressive in the second
stanza of the match. Come
to think of it, this is a

management’s hammer
could fall on Ekundina,
who is currently under
threat to improve the
club’s fortune and take
them to the top of the
league.
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Trust Classified

CHARIOT OF LIGHT ASSEMBLY

This is to inform the general public that the above named Organisation has applied for registration
to the Corporate Affairs commission under part ‘C’ of the companies and allied matters
Decree of 1990.
The Trustees are
1. REV. VINCENT OSEGHALA ARIANEGBt*
2. DEACONESS KATE ARIANEGBE
3. PETER IGHODARO
4. BQAIN AKERE
Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the Registrar General, Corporate Affairs
Commission. Wuse zone 5, Abuja. Within 28 days of this publication.
Signed
«BARR. AKPABIO O. C.

1,0SS OF ALLOCATION PAPER

This is to inform the general public that the Allocation Paper
of Plot No. 055 bearing JIBRIN ZAKARI got missing. If
found please contact Alhaji Abdullahi Isa of No. 2 Sarkin
Hausawa Line New Kara, Nasarawa State or the Zonal
Manager, AMAC Abuja.

NURUL ISLAM SCHOOL

AH 40 KATSINA ROAD, KADUNA

This is to inform the general public that the above named Association has applied for registration to the Corporate Affairs
commission under part ‘C’ of the companies and allied matters

Decree of 1990.

The Trustees are

I. Muhammadu Inuwa Abubakar
3. Abdulhamid Balele Wali

5. Suleiman Ahmad

7. Ashiru Muhammad

9. Sule Bako

I'l. Zubairu A. B. Aliyu

2. Adamu Yaro Usman

4. Muhammad Sani Yahaya

6. Muhammad Baba lyang Gusau
8. Muhammad Tukur Isah

10. Col. Shehu Ibrahim Kano (rtd)

.
Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the Registrar General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Wuse zone
5, Abuia. Within 28 days of this publication.
Signed
Muhammed. I. Abubakar
1Secretary

LIVING HOPE MISSION INTERNATIONAL

This is to inform the general public that the above named Association has applied for registration to the Corporate Affairs
commission under part ‘C' ofthe companies and allied matters
Decree of 1990
The Trustees are
1. Dr. Sunday Onyebuchi Achor
2. Christiana Ngozi Achor
3. Chimbi Ogbonna 1
4. Arch. Azike Deribe
5. Dr. Christian Ibe
Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the Registrar General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Wuse zone
5, Abuja. Within 28 days of this publication.
Signed
Akelikun Abdu & Co.

MISSING DOCUMENT

This is to inform the general public that the following documents were missing by misplacement:

1) FCT/ABU/PL.221 of Block 33, Gaborone Stree, Wuse Zone 2, Abuja, trasnfered to Cosharis
Finance and Investment Limited on behalfof Chief (Mrs.) lyu Uchendu Ozoka from the assignee
Ahmadu Abdum Kura.

2) FHA/EST/1/1343 of House 15, B Close, 3rd Avenue Festac Town, Lagos State - trasnfered to
Cosharis Finance and Investment Limited on behalfof Allottee Mr. G. N Onuoha. If found, return
to GONG HOUSE, Plot 119 Garki Il Neighbourhood Centre, Abuja.

CHA.NGE OF NAMES

I, formerly MISS JECENTER CHINWE ENWENAM, now
to be MRS JECENTER CHINWE A. AKIDI. All former
document remain valid. Public to note.

I, formerly known as LINDA MPERHAN AGAH, now to be
known and addressed as MPERHAN IORNAV. Corporate
Affairs Commission and general public to note.

I, formerly known called USMAN MANU, now wish to be
called UMARU MOHAMMED. All former documents remain
valid. University of Maiduguri and the general nubticiannte —

I, formerly known as HADIZAH ABUBAKAR, now wish to
be called KHADIJATU MUHAMMAD MAGAJI. All former
documents remain valid. University of Maiduguri and the general
public to note.

I, formerly known as MISS AYIBATONYE FLORENCE ITI,
now wish to be known as MRS. AYIBATONYE FLORENCE
ORIAKHI. All former documents remain valid. Securities and
Exchange Commission and the general public please note.

VACANCY

Excellent lob opportunity for young, smart and hard working people with computer knowledge in a
private company with branches in Kaduna and Abuja.

COMPETENCES
Result oriented, initiative, innovative, team-working ability and ability to work without supervision.

* Computer/Electronics Maintenance Supervisor
Qualification: B.Sc, HND, OND or Diploma in relevant’areas of specialization.

* Marketing Officer/Marketing Executive.

(Female)

Qualification: B.Sc, HND, OND or Diploma in relevant areas of specialization.
f «

How to apply:

Hand written application letter and C.V. containing contact telephone number and email address should
be submitted not later than 20th March, 2005.

To either of the following address;

The Head of Administration
Raz Resources Limited

The Head of Administration
Raz Resources Limited

The Head of Administration
Raz Resources Limited

222 Gamagira Road, Suit CI Suit 10,Abuja Shopping Complex,
by Polytechnic Roundabout, EIl-Zamyro Plaza Funmilayo Ramson Kuti Road,
Tudun Wada, No. 11A Isa Kaita Road Garki 3 Abuja.

Kaduna Kaduna

1,0SS OF ORGINAL LETTER OF AWARD

This is to inform the general public that the Original letter of award of a plot of land in Abuja
with Ref: No. MFCT/LA/ABU/KN/2703 belonging to MR. SALEH HALIRU of Plot 99
Malanje Street, Wuse Zone 4, Abuja is hereby declared missing. All efforts to trace the said
document proved abortive. If found please return to MR. SALEH HALIRU or the nearest
police station.

The_Federal Capital Development Authority. AGIS and the general public to please note.

Signed
MR. SALEH HALIRU

MISSING DOCUMENT

This isto inform the general public that the Certificate of Occupancy No. 2127 issued by
FCDA belonging to Mrs. Ify Mbanefo is reported missing.

If found please, return to the undersigned or nearest police station.

This is for record purpose.

Signed
C/o Mrs. Ify Mbanefo
NTA, Abuja

LOSS OF DOCUMENTS

The general public is hereby notified that I lost the following landed documents.
1) Duplicate copy of AMAC allocation letter changed in respect of Mr. Alozie Ukohfor plot No.
3355 of about 1,600 sqm at Lugbe 1 extension dated 7th May, 2001.
2) Original and duplicate copy of allocation letter (cancelled allocation letter) inrespect of Mr.
Umar Kurma for plot No. 3355 of about 1,600sqm in Lugbe extension dated 29th June, 1998.
3) Original and duplicate copy of allocation letter (cancelled allocation letter) in respect of Mr.
Oliha A. E. for Plot No. 3355 of about 1,600sqm in Lugbe 1 extension dated 17th February, 2000.
If found please send to AMAC Zonal Land Office or the nearest police station.
Signed:
Mr. Ugwunna Alozie H. Ukoh

ASSOC. OF ALUMINIUM ROOFERS & FABRICATORS OF NIG.
This is to inform the general public that the above named Organisation has applied for registration
to the Corporate Affairs commission under part ‘C’ of the companies and allied matters
Decree of 1990. /

The Trustees are
1. PRINCE CHRISTIAN EGEDI
2. LUKMAN ADEYEMI
3. IGBEN GOWIN
Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the Registrar General, Corporate Affairs
Commission, Wuse zone 5, Abuja. Within 28 days of this publication.
Signed
DIEGBE, DIEGBE & ASSOCIATES

PUBLIC NOTICE ,

This is to inform the general public that the Original copy of the Right of Occupancy (R of O) No.
MFCT/LA/88/MISC. 5062 of 22nd December, 1995 for plot No. 1125 within Katampe District
issued to the Presbyterian Church of Nigeria (PCN) by the Ministry of the Federal Capital Territory,
Abuja is missing. «
This notice is to inform the general public that the PCN will be applying for a certified true copy
(CTC) of the R of O and subsquently for a re-certification. “

JR——— P —

The Minister in charge
The Presbyterian Church of Nigeria
First Abuja Parish
For: The Presbyterian Church of Nigeria
26-29 Ehere Road, Ogbor Hill, Aba.

LOSS OF DOCUMENT
This isto inform the general public that the Original Land Document belonging
to HON. LUMUMBA ADEH with provisional approval of No. 11 of
about 3840m2 located in C.K..C Ext. layout Gwagwalada Abuja. Whoever
transact business with the said document does tfiat at his/her own risk.

Signed
Hon. Lumumba Adeh.
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T /e Minister of Sports
and Social Develop
ment, Col. Musa

Mohammed (rtd) on Monday

doled outN27 5miilion to 12

Athens Olympics medalist-

12 fiaai-sts in Athens ~2

J~"Nhes, track and field tech-
diroctor and secretary,

as the 28 boards of
|[tional associations were fi-
nally dissolved.

The federal government
largesse, which was an-
nounced by die minister a*a
|dinner party held in honour
of die outgoing president of
national sports federations in
j Abuja, isa ful Ailmentso fthe
pledge made to the athletes
during their camping in
Stuttgart, Germany ahead of
ithe Athens Games.

Col. Mohammed lauded the
jathletes for putting the name
|of the nation on the medals
table at the Athens Olympics.

He also thanked the sports
federations presidents for
working tirelessly to bring
glory to Nigeria.

“The three reasons for con-
vening this gathering arc to
bring the sports federations
leadership together, tt>thank
|the president of sports fed-
jeration for their selfless ser-
jvices to the nation and to
jaud our aJhtees.stso4*dsot
inflow N~ ena so be disgraced,
for putting the nation's name

e NFA have approved
a new kit design pre
sented by adidas for

;the national teams accor

;to Chairman Ibrahim
Gaiadima.

“They sent us the new de-
sign Last month (February),
and we gave them the go-
ahead,” Gaiadima told kick
off. “That is the design that
will be used for the World
Cup,” Gaiadima slated.

Adidas representative
|Chris Eseka added that the
design will be launched this
year.

“I can’t say exactly when
thatwill be, bt it will eertainly
be before die end ofthe year.”
‘he t°1d kick off. “It will be

Purchase offireequipment:

Reporter (Sports)

™ h? ™ table at the
a ' * Athens Olympics.
uumk the sports fed-
eration pres,dents for their
roeritodnousSRIMIRR I ik
tw A w e wished them the best

future endeavours. |
hereby formally declare the

national sports federation
boards dissolved. The vari-
ous secretaries will take over
as acting president, while
elections will be held at the
end ofApril to fill the vacant
positions.

“Inauguration of the new
board to be constituted will
take place in the firstweek of
May. We would endeavour to
organise free and fairelection

N27.5m to Olymp

* Dissolves natlonal sports associations

into the mew hoaitd. We aleb
announce monetary reward
forour athletes and their offi-
cials thus: N I million each to
the members of the relay
teams members who won
bronze medal in Athens.
NImillion each to the female
relay teams who made the fi-
nals o fthe Games. “NImillion
to the technical director of
AFN, Alhaji Abdulkarim Amu
as well as coaches Lawrence
Adegbeingbe and Tobias
Igwe and N500, 000 to AFN
secretary general”.

4x 100m Olympic medalists
Olu Fasuba, Deji Aliu,
Uchenna Emedolu, Ambrose
Ezenwa, Tamuno Atoridubo
and Aaron Egbele are to ben-
efit from the largesse, as well
as 4x400m bronze medalist

African U-17 championship
Ambassador pledges

support for Eaglets

'be Nigerian Ambassa
dor to Mali, Alhaji
Suleiman Suberu, has

pledged that the embassy will
be on hand to support the
Nigerian contingent to the
African U-17 Championship
taking place in the Gambia in
May.

HYEIlrttss Osinebe, the
chairman of the Mali branch
of the Nigeria Football and
Other Sports Supporters

properly launched, and after
that fidl scale production of
té)llcas will begin immedi-

Gaiadima also disclosed
that NFA top shots and offi-
cials of adidas are expected
to meet next month to iron out
issues regarding the German
company’s kit sponsorship
of die national teams.

“We will be having a meet-
ingsometime in April,” NFA
chairman Ibrahim Gaiadima
told kick off.

“They sent us a letter ask-
ing for a meeting but we re-
quested thai they wait until
afterour World Cup qualifier
at the end o/f the menth "

expresses displeasure

Ihe Federal Fire Service
(FFS) has expressed
displeasure over its

jnon-involvement in the pur-
chase of seven special fire
fighting trucks by the Federal
Ministry ofSports and social
Development

FFS Controller Fidelis
Ogbogoh told the (NAN)
iyesterday that the service
was not even invited to in-
spect the trucks when they
:arrived in the country.

Th© tearing rtnrfH

platforms that can evacuate -

5 persons to 10 persons from
high rise buildings during fire

outbreak.

“The ministry o fsportsjust
commanderred the whole
show. We were, not even
giyen a chance to make our
inputs on the type of ma-
chines or the personnel that
will operate them,” he said.

Ogbogoh accused the min-
istry of trying to usurp the
duties of the fire service.
“They are supposed to be in
charge ofsports, they should
leave fire fighting to the pre-
fessionals,” he toIcI AN.

Ogbegeh said the service
which served as a member on
the committee on fire fighting
during the 2003 COJA games

i manages,

Union, said the ambassador
made the pledge in Bamako
on Feb. 23 when he was in-
stalled the patron of the as-
sociation.

Osinebe, who is in Nigeria
for consultation with na-
tional officials of the o,
SSia today in Lagos that
Suberu promised that since
Mali was a neighbouring
country to the Gambia, the
embassy officials in Bamako
would be in Banjul to render
assistance to the Nigerian
contingent.

The Mali chapter of the
club, he said, was apprecia-
tive o fthe support o f the am-
bassador to the club and to
sports generally.

Osinebe also promised that
members o fthe club would be
in the Gambia in their hun-
dreds to cheer the Golden
Eaglets to victory atthe cham-

Saul Wagopwa, Musa Audu,
Godday James, Aniefiok
Udobong, Bola Lawal and
Abayomi Agunbiade.
Others who are in the
league o fnew millionaires are
4x100m Olympics finalists,
Mercy Nku, Endurance
©lpkolo, /Mgw OH%H'

Odraor-

Onikeku, Damola Osayomi
and Gloria Kemasoude. And

the sextetof4x400m Olympic
finalists, Christy Ftpuhon

Gloria Nwosu,. Omolade
Akinremr. Ngozi Nwntnd n
Alimat Ismaila and Mabel
Madojemu.

Afro Asian spnint cham-
pkm, Ohi Fasuba who spoke

4x100mfemale relay team celebrates its victory at2003-4H"~

Viakarfi Volleyball
Champlonshlp opens Saturday

Il is now set for the
6pening of the
Makarfi National Vol-
leyball Open Championship
which begins at the Murtala
Mohammed Square, Kaduna
next Saturday.
The Kaduna state commis-
sioner for youth and sports,
Mr. Nkom Yakubu Bitiyong

told newsmen at the venueof

the competition yesterday
that all the arrangements have
been completed to receive the

pionship 4

f oo on-to,

Bureau Chief, Kaduna

over 40 male and female
teams from all the 36 <aatp«
and Abuja.

Heassured ail theteamsof
their security adding that se-
curity outfits such as the po-
lice, the SSS, road safety of-
ficials are involved in the
planning and execution o fthe
one week championship.

Mr. Bitiyong said thecom-
petition will cost

Folice evicts illegal occupants
at National Stadiu

he police have evicted

bout 100 illegal occu

ants of the National

Stadium, Lagos, following a

complaint by the manage-
ment o fthe facility.

Ahmed Jumare, the stadium

told the News

had suggested to the minis-
try the need to procure the
trucks.

“We suggested the need to
purcahse such trucks not
only for the National Stadium
but to be used to fight fires in
high rise buildings in the city.

“We do not have such fire
fighting trucks in the agency
and there is need forus to run
such equipment for the ben-
efit of the whole city,” he
added.

istry of sports took delivehr
nfn,. N

w m HTM, a Chinese
comPany known for produc-

FFS-

Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
-yesterday in Lagos that he
was assisted to flush out the
illegal occupants, some of
whom had turned their offices
into homes, by about 20 po-
licemen from the Area C com-
mand of the Lagos State Po-
lice Command, Surulere.
“On Monday, we were able
] to flush out illegal occupants
j at the hockey and basketball
| changing room areas of the
j stadium,” Jumare said.
“Today we are extending
i the raid to the Main Bowl of
| the stadium, the Brai
j Ayonote Boxing Gym area,
j where some ofthe illegal oc-
j cupants reside and laterto the
j main gate, “ he said.
Jumare said that many of
[ the occupants had turned the
; offices into residential quar-
I ters with some ofthem living
j there with their families.

some of die dislodged occu-
pants admitted that they were
allocated the spaces for of-
fice accommodation by the
stadium manager and won-
dered what his business was
if they converted the places
to residential homes.

“Afterall the stadium au-
thority collects rent from us,
and there should be no rea-
son for the stadium authority
to demand from us what we
use the space or the room
for,” one of the occupants
said.

It will be recalled that Mr.
Solomon Matankari, the
former Permanent Secretary,
Ministry o f Sports and Social
Development, had said last
month that all the illegal oc-
cupants and food vendors at
the stadium would be dis-
lodged.

Matankari, who was in

i not .allocate anjJf,r,”2gQs.,tp inaugurate tfe

space or room to anybody as
? tra” ks last presidential quarters. What we

only allocated were office"
j spaces for associations ” he

ing cranes, fire trucks and fire j said.

boardoftheNigeria Kuna Fii

Federration (NKF), said e

on behalf of the athletes
thanked the mmtstcr for ful-
filling his promised adding
*h* “theawardwill motivate
as to wort harder and bring
moreglory to Nigeria.”

The 28 sports federation
presidents were later pre-
sented with plaque erf merit
by the

ng éZlmﬂllon out o fwhich :
each o fthe 23 local govern-
ments in the stale will con-
tributed 50,000 winch totals
N3.45 with the stale govern-
ment making up the
N2.7m®ofL

He assured the players and
spectators from all over the
country that the upheavals in
Kaduna have becomea thing
ofdie pastand no one should
fear for their safety in the his
tone Cityincost

Furthermore, he sad, “the
championship is aimed at
arousmg the interest of our
youths in professional vol-
leyball and that is why we
believe the enhanced facili-
ties we are providing at the
venue will encourage them for
train and attain professional-
ism.

Chairman of the Kaduna
state volleyball association,
Mr. Musa Nimrod said the
teams from Kaduna state are
inhigh spirit and expressed
the hope that the state is
hosting the championship to
win.

He said the championship
was coming after 23 years of
not hosting any in Kaduna
and expressed satisfaction
with the response from all the
participating states. He said
teams from Nigeria Immigra-
tion, Navy, Air force and Po-
lice are participating.

"Mr. Nimrod said all the 23--
local government in the state 1
are presenting teams in the j
championship adding that;
Zamfara state is also partici-1
patihg sharia not withstand- |

NS

eviction 0f the lob8Ven3cHs" “r'tferdso calledwrthe people

and the illegal occupants was
necessary togive the stadium

o f Kaduna state to come out!
to cheer their teams to vie- !



Do you exportor want to export to the US
Market?

* Do you know that you could be entitled to
duty free treatment under AGOA?

For more information contact Federal Ministry of Commerce,
Old Secretariat Abuja - Phone: 09/2341792 or the Office of
the Special Adviser to Mr. President on Export Programmes,

Export House, Wuse Zone 2, Abuja.
Tel: 09/5237)932-3

he controversy surrounding the composition of the

leadership and membership of the National Political

Reform Conference has once again brought to the fore
the importance of the mass media in shaping public opinion
and in policy making and implementation. When President
Olusegun Obasanjo decided to make virtually the entire
leadership of the NPRC Christian and also decided to give
them a nearly two thirds majority edge over Muslims in its
membership in a country he himself says is 50:50 Muslim/
Christian, he knew he could count on the conspiratorial silence,
if not the support, of most of the Nigerian mass media in his
flagrant breach of the same Nigerian Constitution he has
sworn to defend. Clearly the presidfnt has not been
disappointed. Three weeks into the Conference, there has
been a deafening silence from most ofthe Nigerian mass media
over the president’s blatant act of injustice.

Worse still, those ofus who have-dared to complain about
this injustice are being portrayed as unreasonable. The
Secretary ofthe Conference, my good friend Reverend Father
Mathew Hassan Kukah, himselfan object ofthe protest, albeit
noi over his person, has even dismissed the protesters as
“irresponsible”. Towhich andhCT friend, but this time a scion
of the Hausa-Fulani ruling family in Kano, Lafnldo Sanusi
Lamido, has in effect said, Amen. “Kukah”, he said in his
trenchant defense ofthe reverend father in the Daily Trust of
last Monday, “is absolutely correct. It is irresponsible”.

Sanusi said his intervention was to stop the debate over
the composition ofthe NPRC from degenerating into a purely
religious affair. “An urgent Muslim intervention,” he said, “is
required before the debate becomes one between Muslims
and Christians.” In which case it should have been obvious
to him that his intervention was like bolting the gate after the
horse had escaped, because the president’s very act made
such a controversy inevitable. Sam Ndah-Isaiah, the editor-
in-chief of Leadership, was correct in his argument in his
article last Monday, titled Seeing through the president’s
mischief, that the president did what he did to divide and rule
Nigeria, the North in particular. Like Sanusi, Sam was, however,
wrong to conclude that the proper response to the president’s
mischiefwas to have kept quiet, lest he achieved his objective.
“Many of those talking today,” said Sam, “have made the
president’s day. They have helped him achieve his objective.
The people are now divided, helped by the legitimate anger of
those protesting.”

Both Sanusi and Sam seem to assume that national unity
is an end in itself and so no amount of injustice can justify
any act that undermines it. The huge irony ofthis assumption,
at least on Sanusi’s part as Father Kukah’s defense attorney,
is that Kukah himself does not share it. On the contrary he
seems to detest it with a passion. “God,” he said the other
day in a paper he presented last year at the Conference on
Peace organized by the Northern Governors’ Forum, “is a
God of justice and therefore cannot let injustice into His
Sanctuary. We are under no obligation to promote peace, if
that peace is not founded on justice...”

Father Kukah went on in that paper to say whereas the
duty of religious leaders is to point out the right way, that of
politicians is to provide the vehicles to take us to our
destination. And if politicians provide rickety vehicles,
religious leaders, he said, have a duty to raise hell against
such a contraption. No fair-minded person, not even Sanusi
in spite of the passion of his intervention, can say that the
architecture and structure of the vehicle Obasanjo has pro-
vided for thg National Conference are sound.

Sanusi infers in his intervention that it is difficult, even
impossible, for the leadership of, not just the National
Conference, but ofany similar committee, to hijack it, and that
in the event that it tries, the offended members would only
have themselves to blame if they keep quiet. The simple
answer to this is to say if in the last six years we have been

By Mohammed Haruna

apparently helpless in stopping the convener of the Confer-
ence from hijacking governmentto carry out his agenda, what
is so impossible, or even difficult, about hijacking a commit-
tee? Second, given the repeated acts of bad faith by the
convener ofthe Conference, would it not have been suicidal
for those who felt injured by the president’s action to have
waited until their heads were offbefore they complained?
Sanusi questions the assumption that “there is something
like a ‘Christian’ or ‘Muslim’ position in a national Confer-

Rev. Father Mathew Hassan Kukah

ence...” He questions the assumption on the grounds that
there are divisions within the religions themselves. Surely,
however, Sanusi knows that divisions within people of the
same faith, tribe or region, has never stopped them for having
common positions on issues that are basic to their identities.
Forexample, no Muslim, whether he is Maliki, Shafi’i, Hannafi
or Hambali, or whatever, will reject Sharia or subscribe to the
doctrine of secularity.

In case Sanusi is not aware, one of the hidden agenda of
the convener of the Conference is to finally banish so-called
political Sharia from the Constitution, through some sleigh-
of-hand. For, among the amendments a committee under
Professor Jerry Gana, the president’s political adviser, is
proposing there is one which says “Ifany other law, customary
or religious practice is inconsistent with the provisions of
this constitution, this constitution shall prevail, and that other
law shall, to the extent of the inconsistency, be void”. This
amendment is meant to replace section 2 (3) of the existing
constitution. The difference is the seemingly innocuous
phrase “customary or religion practice”, a phrase that has
been smuggled into the provision behind the back of the
constitutional reform committee chaired by Deputy Senate
President, Ibrahim Mantu.

Even though a Muslim cannot reject Sharia as long as he
believes in Islam, such a Muslim member ofthe Conference
may or may not stand up for so-called political Sharia. But
any Muslim member would be foolish to think that a non-
Muslim member of the Conference will go out of his way to
defend a Muslim’s cardinal beliefin Sharia..

Central to the position that those protesting the unjustifi-
able lopsided composition ofthe conference are being unrea-
sonable or even irresponsible, is that the religious identities
ofmembers do not matter as long as they are persons ofmerit.
‘Many Muslim Northerners, the presentwriter included,” says
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Sanusi, “do not care about the religious identity of compe-
tent Nigerians appointed to an office whatsoever, SO LOMG
ASTHEY CONSIDER THEIRCONSTITUENCY TO BETHE
WHOLE NATION IN THE CONDUCT OF THEIR OFFICIAL
FUNCTIONS” (Emphasis mine).

Sanusi is right that religion, or for that matter, region or
tribe, ideally should not matter in such things. But he himself
has entered a sensible caveat about the behaviour of public
officials. He has also admitted that there is no such thing as
an objective person. Invariably we are objective only to the
extent that we know we cannot get away with our prejudices.
The way the National Conference was composed, the major-
ity can easily get away with their prejudices.

This is why our Constitutions since 1979 have empha-
sized the importance ofgovernment reflecting the federal char-
acter of the nation in its conduct and composition. The rel-
evant section in all those constitutions obligate government
to “(ensure) that there shall be no predominance of persons
from a few states or from a few ethnic or other sectional groups
in the government or any of its agencies.”

It bears repeating that Obasanjo blatantly violated this
provision as far as the religious character of this country is
concerned and it amounts to adding insult to injury for any-
one to say those who have complained about this injustice
are being unreasonable or even irresponsible.

Before HOW when the Christian leadership, specifically
the then Archbishop, now Cardinal, Olubunmi Okogie and
Primate Sunday Mbang, as former national presidents of the
Christian Association of Nigeria, used to complain - some-
times justifiably, sometimes lot, as we shall see next week
when, God willing, | write ort the issue of our next census -
that Christians were being discriminated against, no one ever
called them irresponsible.

When The Guardian wroie an editorial on October 7,1992,
saying that the presidential primaries that yearunder General
Ibrahim Babangida’s transition were unacceptable because
“the two presidential candidates that will emerge at the end of
the day are from the same part of the country - the Far North.
This is disturbing given the national composition ofthe coun-
try,” no one said the newspaper was irresponsible.

Last but by no means the least, when Father Kukah him-
self said the actions of Obasanjo in the wake ofthe Kaduna
religions riots 02000 and the Plateau crisis of last year were
prejudicial to Christians, no one said he was irresponsible.
Needless to say he himselfcould not have seen his protest as
irresponsible or even unreasonable.

On the Kadunariots, Father Kukah clearly saw Obasanjo’s
reaction as favouring Muslims. “He” said Kukah, “tongue-
lashed religious leaders in Government House and then took
offto greet his friend, the EmirofZaria. HE DID NOT EVEN
SEEITFITTOVISITORCONDOLE SUCHEMINENTRELI-
GIOUS LEADERS LIKE THEARCHBISHOP OF. KADUNA,
PETER JATAU’(Plateau: State of Emergency as a metaphor
- The Guardian, May 30,2004). (Emphasisrnine).

Similarly when he said in the same article that Obasanjo
was wrong to mix religion with politics —something which |
have said elsewhere is not necessarily true depending on
how you mix the two - no one said he was irresponsible.
“Had General Obasanjo declared himselfa born-again Chris-
tian and gone back to the farm,” said Kukah, “that would
have been no problem. Butto do so and then proceed to seek
political power was bound to create a problem for religion and
the country, especially within the Muslim population.”

In the last six years Obasanjo has mixed religion and poli-
tics in the most cynical and self-serving way, culminating in
his blatantly lopsided composition o fthe leadership and mem-
bership ofthe National Conference. In the last few days he
has tried to redress one but has done nothing about the other.
It is unreasonable to blame those that feel aggrieved by such
an insensitive act for complaining, simply because the unity
and peace of the country must be maintained.

But then as Malcolm X once said, “Ifyou are not careful
the media will have you hating the people who are oppressed,
and lovine the oeoDle who are doing the oopressin



