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Police foil 
biggest 

bank fraud

P
olice in London say 
they have foiled one of 
the biggest attempted 
bank thefts in Britain.

The plan was to steal 
£220m ($423m) from the Lon­
don offices o f the Japanese 
bank, Sumitomo Mitsui.

Computer experts are be­
lieved to have tried to trans­
fer the money electronically 
after hacking into the bank’s 
systems.

A man has been arrested 
by police in Israel .after the 
plot was uncovered by the 
National Hi-Tech Crime Unit.

Unit m em bers worked 
closely with Israeli police.

The investigation was 
started last October after it 
was discovered that com ­
puter hackers had gained ac­
cess to Sum itom o M itsui 
bank’s computer system in 
London.

They managed to infiltrate 
the system with key logging 

. j software that would have en­
abled them to track every but­
ton pressed on com puter 
keyboards.

From that, they could 
learn account numbers, pass­
words and other sensitive in­
formation.

Yeron Bolondi, 32, was 
seized in Israel after an at­
tempt to transfer £ 13.9m into 
an account there.

We have undertaken vari­
ous measures in terms o f se­
curity and we have not suf­
fered any financial damage 
said Takashi M orita o f  
Sumitomo Mitsui

He has been charged with 
money laundering and de­
ception but police say their 
investigation is continuing. 
His relationship  with the 
gang who tried to break into 
the network is unknown.

They have issued a warn­
ing for banks and businesses 
to watch out for cyber crimi­
nals.

The N ational Hi-Tech 
Crime Unit was launched in 
April 2001 with responsibil­
ity to track down the grow­
ing rate o f  criminals who op­
erate in cyberspace.

Takashi Morita, Head of 
communications at Sumitomo 
M itsui in Tokyo, said the 
company has not suffered 
any financial loss as a conse 
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Kaduna water board 
on verge of collapse 

- Assembly c 'ttee chairman
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Northern delegates protest
tees as will enable it discharge

A
 group o f leaders of 
sta te  de legations 
from the North have 
launched a protest against the 

composition o f the business 
committee of the national po­
litical reform conference. The 
leaders, in a petition to con-

By Habeeb I. Pindiga,
Political Reporter

ference chairman, Justice Niki 
Tobi, alleged a breach o f the 
rules of procedure in the set­
ting up o f the committee.

Tobi on Tuesday an ­

nounced a 50-man business 
panel headed by A lhaji 
Abdullahi Ibrahim (SAN), 
from Kogi state, to plan the 
day to day activities o f  the 
conference.

But some leaders o f state 
delegations from the North

feel aggrieved with the com­
position, alleging that in set­
ting up the committee, Order 
VIII Rules 8.1 and 8.2 were 
breached.

The rules stipulate that 
“(8.1) Conference shall estab­
lish such number of commit-

its functions; (8.2) In consti- j 

tuting such committees, the j  

conference shall take into j  

consideration in totality, the i 
diversity o f representation.” I 

But the leaders alleged i  

that Tobi had flouted these! 
rules by arbitrarily forming j  

the committees without the I 
consent o f the conference.

The letter, dated March ] 
16, obtained exclusively by 
Daily Trust in Abuja yester- j 
day, described the chairman’s j 

action as alarming, “coming 
Contd. on Pg 2
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Kupolokun
writes 19 govs

Hajiya Amina Titi Abubakar (left) and Director o f the Yar’Adua Centre, JamilaFuris, during the 7th 

c Z Z  A b u £ ay e 7 tlfay ° mmem0rati0n *  ‘Yar’Adua Memorial held at the Yar'Adua
_  '  '  Pix: Joe Oroye.

New cars for military officers
r |  i  he federal government [    %JTis nego tia ting  w ith ByRubyRabiu,

som e com m ercial ! Defence Reporter
banks to provide loan facili 
ties to enable military offic­
ers purchase brand new cars 
as a means to improve the 
welfare o f thejnen.

P residen t O lusegun 
Obasanjo recently disclosed 
that plans were underway to 
provide subsidy for officers 
in form of loans to assist them 
in their mobility problems.

He said it was degrading 
for senior officers who are 
supposed to own cars to be 
seen awaiting public trans­
port by the road side.

He continued, “some sort 
o f duty travel allowances or 
loans should be given to sol­

diers to afford bikes while 
loans should be given to of­
ficers to buy cars.

These loans should be 
approved immediately. It will 
lift the morale o f our soldiers 
and help them perform their 
constitutional duties prop­
erly.”

R eaffirm ing  the 
president’s directive, Minis­
ter o f  D efence, Engineer 
Rabiu Musa Kwankwaso, 
told newsmen that the federal 
government is interested in 
providing vehicles for sol­
diers.

Therefore, he said two 
committees have been inau­

gurated by the ministry to 
collaborate with banks to en­
sure that loans are facilitated

Contd. on Pg 2

F
o llow ing  the
lopsidedness in the 
recent recruitment o f 

some top management staff 
in the N igerian  N ational 
P etro leum  C orpora tion  
(N N PC ), the G roup 
M anaging D irector o f  the 
co rp o ra tio n , E ngineer 
Funsho K upolokun , has 
written to the governors o f 
the 19 states that lost out in 
the ex erc ise  to forw ard  
applications of two qualified 
cand idates each for 
consideration.

Daily Trust had reported 
in its edition o f  Monday, 
March 7,2005, that the NNPC 
breached  the federal 
character principle in the 
recent recruitment exercise in 
which 30 senior management 
staff were employed from

By Ahmed I. Shekarau,
G roup Business E ditor

only 16 out o f the 36 states 
o f the federation, leaving out 
19 sta tes  w ithou t
representation.

However, inaugurating 
the firs t q uarte rly
communication conference 
for the Group Public Affairs 
Division (PAD), o f the NNPC 
yesterday in Abuja, Engineer 
Kupolokun hinted that he 
has written to governors of 
all the states that lost out in 
the recent exercise to forward 
names and credentials o f two. 
qualified applicants from 
their respeotive states for

Contd. on Pg 2

Reps query NASS 
nigt, Any ini over 

N3.4m tyres
T

u- ^Ihe Public A ccounts 
C om m ittee  o f  the 
House o f Represen­

tatives has accused former 
Senate President, Anyim Pius 
Anyim, o f breaching finan­
cial regulations for allegedly 
approving the procurement 
o f  bullet proof tyres to the

By Hammeed M. Bello,
Senior P olitical Reporter

tune ofN3.4 million without 
ledger.

The committee has also 
queried the management o f 
the National Assembly for 

Contd. on Pg 2 Dr. Funsho Kupolokun



Commissioner’s 
son defrauds lady
A

Gom be m agistra te  
court II has found one 
Mr Samson Lakilwa 
Ahmadu Madugu, eldest son • 

o f the Gombe state commis- 
| sioner o f  education, guilty o f , 
defrauding a lady o f N 19,500.

In her subm ission , the 
plaintiff, Miss Sarah Yakubu,

| told the court that sometimes 
| in November, 2004 the defen­
dant collected N 19,500 on the 
pretext o f renting a single bed­
room  fo r her but d id  not 

| deliver.
Narrating her ordeal, Miss 

Sarah , to ld  the cou rt on 
| Wednesday March 16, 2005,
| that she demanded a refund 
o f  the m oney ' whe'n she 
realised the deal was not going 

| to go through.
According to her, “Sam­

son had told me on several 
occasions to come to him and 
get my money lent anytime we 
meet, he will tell me he has no

Kogi stakeholders 
to meet over 

housing policy
I From Ahmed Tahir Ajobe,
i  Correspondent (Lokoja)

K
ogi state is to hold a 
stakeholders summit 
that would fashion out 
a definite housing policy to 

| ensure adequate and affor- 
I dable houses for its people.

The summit, the first o f its 
kind since the creation of the 

| state, is being organised by 
the Kogi State House o f Ass-, 
embly Committee on Works 
and Housing in collaboration 

i p rivate  w ith a esta te  dev- 
| eloping firm known as Choica 
Hom es lim ited, real estate 
developers A ssociation  o f  

| Nigeria (REDAN), under the 
leadership o f  AJhaji Lateef 
Jakande and the Federal Mor­
tg ag e  B ank o f  N ig eria  
(FMBN).

Briefing newsmen on the 
forthcoming housing summit, 
the chairm an , K ogi S tate 
House o f  Assembly Comm­
ittee on Works and housing, 
Hon Suleiman Adawari Usm­
an, said the summit become 
necessary in view o f the acute 
acco m m o d atio n  prob lem  
facing the people o f the state.

The cost o f  accom m o­
dation, he noted, keeps sky­
rocketing daily especially in 
the city centre, noting that 
only a pragmatic and radical 
m easure  w ould  guaran tee 
adequate and affordable hou­
ses for the citizens o f the state 
th ro u g h  p riv a te  sec to r 
participation.

He commended governor 
Ibrahim Idris for his feat in the 
housing subsector and urged 
him to provide an enabling 
environment for the private 
sector to adequately partici­
pate in the scheme.

The sum m it w hich will 
hold between March 23 and 
25, 2005 wall attract eminent 
personalities including the 
minister of housing and urban 
development and her works 
coun terpart, governors o f  
Benue, N asaraw a, Plateau, 
N ig e r and K w ara s ta tes 
among others.

From MohammedAbubakar,
Stringer (Gombe) '

' money. Instead, he just told 
me to go and do anything I 

, could and that he was not 
going to pay.”

M iss S arah , a c iv il 
se rv an t, p rayed  tha t the 
court collect the money from 
Sam son w ith 10 percen t 
interest and an additional 
N 1,000 as expenses for her 
troubles while R asing  her 
money from the defendant.

In h is re sp o n se , Mr 
Samson, admitted collecting 
N 19,500 from the plaintiff for 
the purpose o f  ren ting  a 
room for her but did not do 
that.

Presiding magistrate, Mr 
Abdulsalam Jatau, said by 
adm itting  co llec tin g  the 
principal sum, the defendant 
has pleaded guilty to the 
charge.

He ordered the defen­
dant, Mr Samson Ahmadu 
Madugu to refund the sum 
o f N 19,500 to Miss Sarah 
with an additional five perc­
ent o f the amount as interest 
and another N500 for her 
expenses.

Magistrate Jatau said his 
ruling was based on Order 
23 Rule 1 o f the district court 
rules o f 1963.

GoveniorUmaruMusa Yar'AthmqfKatiitaStateandHc^aBbita Yar ’ 
fythe Yar Adua Memorial Forum heldatthe Yar Adua Centre,4huj<i-)'esk’nlay. Pix:JoeOroye.

T
he chairm an o f  the 
Kaduna State House 
o f  Assem bly com m ­
ittee  on w ater resources, 

Honourable David Kushuai 
A vong, says tha t excep t 
immediate steps are taken by 
the state governm ent, the 
state water board may coll­
apse.

From Aliyu Haruna & Maryam
L Musa Umar, in Kaduna

Hon Avong who repre­
sents K aura constituency  
disclosed this to newsmen in 
Kaduna after touring all the 
state water treatment plants 
to access their inability to 
supply enough potable water 
to the people o f the state.

Sen. Oyofo accuses Wabara of malice

F
ormer C hief Whip o f 
the S enate , S enato r 
V ic to r K assim  Isa 
O yofo , has accused  the 

Senate President, Adolphus 
W abara, o f  “unprovoked 
personal hatred following a 
letter to him from the Senate 
President, asking him to 
handover ajl official prop­
erty in his possession to the 
new C hief Whip, Senator

Udoma Udo Udoma.
Senator V ictor O yofo, 

who was the Senate C hief 
Whip until late last year, was 
replaced by Senator Udoma 
Udo Udoma when members 
o f  the South-South caucus in 
the Senate passed a vote of 
no confidence him.

W abara w rote Senator 
Oyofo a letter dated March 
15 saying: “At a meeting of

1’am into active politics u b b

F
arm er m ilitary pres­
ident, Ibrahim Baba­
ngida, has reiterated 
that he is into active politics, 

just as he stated that Alhaji 
Nuhu R ibadu’s statem ent 
that lie (Babangida) is not 
legible to contest the 2007 
gen era l e lec tio n s  w as a 
rum our p ed d led  tm a h e  
pages o f newspapers.

The former military ruler 
in an interview with new­
smen in Bauchi, Thursday, 
explained that he was never 
a politician when he was a 
military officer, but stressed 
that democracy is healthy 
and he is ready to contri­
bute his quota to the devel­
opment o f  the nation thro­
ugh democracy.

General Babangida flan­
ked by the former minister 
o f  the F.C.T. re tired  A ir 
Marshal Hamza Abdullahi, 
was asked to c larify  his 
stand iu*he build up tow­
ard^ fihe 2007 general elect­
ions said: “My stand is very 
simple. Like every political 
an im al, th ere  w ould  be 
politics now and up to 2007 
and beyond and I am going 
to be in politics from now on 
to the date o f my retirement.

“I was never in politics 
b efo re , so, try  to u n d e­
rs tan d . I w as a m ilita ry  
officer and now democracy

From Tashikalmah Hallah,
I Correspondent (Bauchi) \

is a hea lth y  th ing  to  the 
nation. A t pres-en t, I am 
healthy and strong. I feel I 
could be in the position to 
provide some contri-butions 
towards the develo-pment of 
this country. Ther-efore, I 
would be in politics in 2007”.

General Babangida refu­
sed to make a definite state­
ment about his ambition for 
2007, saying it was a rumour 
tha t has been c ircu la ting  
about his alleged ambition for 
the coveted seat Aso Villa in 
2007 general elections.

According to him, “Well, 
the rumour has always been 
there. But, if  it is the will o f 
God, and all things being 
equal, anything that would 
bring developm ent to this 
country is always welcome”.

“ In m y ow n op in io n , 
joining politics is aimed at 
giving your own contribution 
to the developm ent o f  the 
nation. Whether I contest or 
not is not mine, but its for the 
people to decide. If the people 
o f  M inna said this one is 
eligible to contest the local 
government seat, and they 
come to me with the proposal,
I will study and reflect on it 
and at an appropriate time, I 
will give them the answer”.

the principal officers o f the 
Senate, it was decided that 
fo llo w in g  recen t m inor 
changes o f  some principal 
officers in which you were 
affected, you be reminded 
th a t you ough t to have 
handed  over all o ffic ia l 
properties attached to your 
office, especially  offic ia l 
quarters, official vehicle(s) 
and office allocation to your 
successor.”

The letter concludes that: 
“You are therefore, advised 
to do the p roper handing 
over as soon as possible, but 
not later than seven days 
from  to d ay  (M arch  15), 
following which compliance 
may have to be enforced.” 

H ow ever in a reply to 
W abara’s le tte r, S ena to r 
Victor Oyofo says: “I have 
already given Senator Udoma 
my previous office. I also 
asked him to take delivery of 
the Peugeot 607 which was 
un d er rep a irs  in SCOA 
Lagos. I have spent a lot o f 
money on the old car. He 
even asked me to keep it but 
I told him that I do not need 
it. He can let me know what 
address to deliver it.”

Senator O yofo’s le tter 
continues: “As for the house, 
the monetisation policy o f 
the fed e ra l governm en t 
predated whatever changes 
took place in the Senate. The 
President, C hief Olusegun 
Obasanjo, said that houses 
are to be so ld  to the 
occupiers. If  Mr President of 
Nigeria reverses him self on 
this issue, then there would 
be a different situation.”

The law m aker to ld  
Wabara: “I have noted the 
hatred you have directed at 
my person even though I 
saved you when your new 
found friends were after you. 
This unprovoked hatred will 
return to you a thousand fold 
at God’s time. 1 serve God.”

A ccording to him , the 
House will soon invite all the 
d is tr ic t m anagers, p lan t 
m anagers and the general 
manager o f the state water 
board to the House to access 
the problems hindering the 
supply o f water to the general 
public.

He disclosed that over the 
years, sufficient funds have 
not been given to the board, 
add ing  tha t m ost o f  the 
plants have not been getting 
adequate power supply from 
the National Electric Power 
Authority (NEPA).

Others problems facing 
the board, he said, includes 
lack o f vehicles for the mov­
ement o f  the m aintenance 
sta ff  and refusal o f  some 
federal governm ent paras- 
tatals, m inistries, m ilitary 
formations and the poKce to 
pay their water bill for several

-C’ttee chairman
years.

On the salary and enti­
tlem ents o f  staffs, H ono­
urable Avong said that there 
have been inconsistency in 
the payment o f  staff salaries, 
a situation that was led to 
seeking from the accounts 
department o f the board in 
both formal and in informal 
ways leading to the dismissal 
o f  some staff o f  the board.

He disclosed that the Ho­
use will also embark on pub­
lic hearings so that people 
can send their views in order 
to proffer lasting solutions.

Hon. Avong added that 
due to perennial water sup­
ply problems in the state and 
the yearnings and asp ira­
tions o f the people, the Ass­
embly mandated the comm­
ittee to ensure that a lasting 
solution is found to alleviate 
the sufferings o f the people.

Rural telephony 
Bill gets second reading

A
 B ill for an A ct to 
p ro v id e  te lep h o n e  
and  te leco m m u n i­
cations services to rural com­

munities in Nigeria has pas­
sed a second reading in the 
Senate with a provision for 
funding from the fifty percent 
o f the annual operating levy 
paid by telecommunications 
operators.

Chairman, Senate Comm­
ittee on C om m unications, 
Senator Baba Tela, said the 
Act will facilitate the estab­
lishment o f a Universal Ser­
vice Agency and a Universal 
Service Fund to consider, de­
sign and determine a system 
which shall promote widesp­
read availability and usage of 
telephone throughout Nig­
eria by encouraging the inst­
allation o f  telecom m unic­
ations services all over the 
country.

The Bill, according to 
him, provides for loan facility 
fo r tho se  in ten d in g  to 
operate rural telecom m un­
ications services while the 
universal serv ices agency 
will liaise with the Nig^ha 
C om m unications C om m i­
ssion to determine the quality 
o f  se rv ices  o ffe red  and 
regulate operators.

The agency will also pro­
vide technical assistance to

By Isa Sanusi, Senior 
Political Reporter

operators and w ill co n ti­
nually survey and evaluate 
the extent to which universal 
service has been achieved in 
the country and conduct res­
earch  to keep ab reast o f  
developments in the feder­
ation and elsewhere on telec­
ommunications services and 
information technology.

“The agency shall manage 
on b e h a lf  o f  the federa l 
governm ent by the use o f  
p ro fessiona l m anagers or 
community based seAdces 
managers, all existing rural 
telecommunication projects 
in the country and all future 
rural telecom m unications 
projects that may come on 
stream.

Responding to questions 
from  new sm en a fte r the 
passing o f the Bill, Senator 
Baba Tela lamented that the 
present telecommunications 
operators are concentrated in 
the cities, adding that with 
the coming on board o f the 
universal services agency, 
areas neg lec ted  by g ian t 
telecommunications com p­
anies will be covered, adding 
that the agency will facilitate 
developm ent at the g ras­
sroots.



r s r e w s
Delegates

so soon after the conference 
has just adopted its Standing 
Orders (Rules o f  Procedure). 
It also has stirred anxiety in 
us as to whether the rule o f  
law and fairness will ever pre­
vail during the cause o f  this 
conference.”

Quoting copiously from 
the Standing Orders, the let­
ter contended that the forma­
tion o f  the business commit­
tee was null and void and 
urged the chairman to dis­
solve it and follow the due 
process.

The leaders said  they 
were “not aware that the con­
ference has, since the pas­
sage o f  the Standing Orders, 
delegated any o f  its manda­
tory powers in respect o f its 
functions for the ‘establish­
ment’ and ‘constituting.’ any 
committee o f  the conference 
or any o f  its functions what­
soever and to whosoever.” 

They also accused the 
chairman o f watering down 
the list o f  nominees to the 
committee earlier made by 
zones as requested by Tobi. 
“M ost o f  these nam es so 
submitted have not appeared 
in your list!!!” the letter said.

Contd. from Pg 1
It also  said : “A lready 

rumours are awash here in 
Abuja, and indeed elsewhere, 
that private sessions are usu­
ally conducted in a very big 
house everyday prior to and 
after the conference sessions 
where w hatever issue that 
were to come before the con­
ference are discussed and 
approved before placing it 
before the conference! We 
re fu se  to  be lieve  these 
rumours.”

Daily Trust gathered that 
the protest was to be lodged 
with the chairman yesterday 
but this had to be shelved till 
Monday because some state 
delegation leaders were yet to 
sign the petition.

A d ependab le  source 
among those spearheading 
the protest told Daily Trust 
yesterday that about half of 
the 19 state leaders have en­
dorsed the letter.

The source added that 
some o f the states indicated 
reservations over the letter 
but it was noljdear as at the 
time o f going to press yester­
day evening w hich states 
signed and which did not.

NNPC Contd. from Pg I
consideration into various 
positions.

A dependable source in 
the NNPC told Daily Trust 
y este rd ay  th a t the GM D 
gave th is  h in t w hile  
re sp o n d in g  to  som e key 
issues raised by the guest 
speaker at the conference 

*und chairman, editorial board 
o f  The Guardian newspaper, 
Dr. Reuben Abati.

Dr. A bati add ressed  
participants made up o f  all 
public affairs officers o f  the 
NNPC, including those from 
its 11 subsidiaries on the 
topic: “M edia Relations -  
M edia Perceptions o f  the 
NNPC (What it is doing right 
and what it could do better).”

The Guardian editorial 
board chairman, according to 
our source, lam ented that 
m ost new sp ap ers  fa il to 
follow  up on spot stories 
p u b lish ed  from  the 
c o rp o ra tio n ’s a c tiv itie s , 
em p h asis in g  th a t such 
fo llow  up s to rie s  w ere 
necessary to help the NNPC 
successfully execute most of 
its programmes.

Our source disclosed that 
“in his response, the GMD 
said that based on a recent 
rep o rt by one o f  the 
new sp ap ers  (th e  D a ily  
Trust), on our recruitment, 
I’ve personally written to ask 
governors o f  the states left 
out in that exercise to submit 
applications o f  two qualified 
p ro fe ss io n a ls  fo r
consideration  into certain 
p o s itio n s  in  the 
corporation.”

The D aily Trust report 
published nearly two weeks 
ago had showed that out o f  
the 30 top management staff 
rec ru ited  by the N N PC , 
Ogun state alone had five 
candidates, Edo state had 
four, while Abia, Adamawa 
and Rivers states had three

each  o f  th e ir  ind ig en es 
recruited.

O th er s ta te s  tha t 
benefited in the exercise are 
Kwara and Osun states with 
two candidates each, while 
A nam bra, D elta, Kaduna, 
Kano, K atsina, Ondo and 
Oyo states got one slot each.

C uriously , even oil 
producing states like Akwa 
Ibom , B ayelsa and Cross 
River states were excluded in 
that recruitment exercise. The 
o th e r 16 s ta te s  tha t 
completely lost out include 
B auch i, B enue, B orno , 
Ebonyi, Gom be, Imo and 
Jigawa. The rest are Kogi, 
Lagos, N asaraw a, N iger, 
P la teau , Sokoto , Taraba, 
Yobe and Zamfara states.

Our source hinted that 
the  G roup E xecu tive  
Director, Corporate Services 
o f the NNPC, Alhaji Ibrahim 
Waziri, was among the senior 
staff o f  the corporation that 
a tten d ed  y e s te rd a y ’s 
conference.

E ffo rts  to  reach  the 
gen era l m anager, pub lic  
affairs division o f the NNPC, 
Dr. L evi A juonum a, to 
co n firm  K u p o lo k u n ’s 
statement failed. Up to press 
time yesterday, calls to the 
spokesman’s telephone line 
w en t th rough  w ithou t 
response. His mobile phone 
however indicated that it Was 
switched off.

An e a r lie r  s ta tem en t 
issued by the corporation’s 
spokesm an  and  m ade 
available' to Daily Trust said 
the  co n fe ren ce  was 
convened “in line with the 
ong o in g  tran sfo rm atio n  
ex e rc ise  in the N N P C ,” 
add ing  fu rth e r th a t “ the 
conference will expose staff 
to new trends in information 
and  p u b lic  re la tio n s  
m anagem ent and  thus 
improve their performance on 
the job.”

T
he trade union section 
o f the Joint National 
Public Service Negoti­

ating Council has urged Presi­
dent Olusegun Obasanjo to 
create a forum for government 
and the unions to deliberate 
within the next 21 days, the 
planned rationalisation in the 
federal civil service.

In a letter addressed to 
President O basanjo dated 
March 14,2005, made avail­
able to Daily Trust in Abuja 
yesterday, the unions said 
they should not be blamed for 
any breach of industrial peace 
in the country as it has be­
come difficult to keep the 
peace fo llow ing
government’s refusal to meet 
the unions over the impend­
ing mass sack.

“Your Excellency, if  the 
prevailing situation o f sus­
pense and fear persists in the 
civil service without the gov­
ernment deeming it fit to meet 
the unions as proposed in our 
letters, it becomes difficult to 
guarantee industrial peace. In 
this case, the unions should 
not be blam ed,” the letter 
said.

According to the unions, 
government has turned deaf 
ears to their earlier two letters 
Ref; ADM/JN PSNC/V OL.Il/ 
32 dated October 10,2004 and 
A D M /JN PSN C/V O L.11/36 
dated February 18, 2005, in 
respect o f  the im pending 
rationalisation in the federal 
civil service.

The letter, signed jointly 
by the presidents and secre­
taries o f the affiliate unions, 
explained that the unions had 
made it explicit that they were 
not averse to reforms but had 
at the same time, pointed out 
that prem ature retirem ent

By Austine Odo, Senior 
Reporter (Labour)

were avoidable and definitely 
uneconomical.

According to the unions, 
the federal civil service is 
presently engulfed in a fright­
ening uneasiness, anxieties 
and fear over security o f em­
ployment resulting in discon­
tents, frustration and low 
morale.

They o bserved  tha t 
in sp ite  o f  g o v e rn m e n ts  
favourable disposition to the 
principles o f  consultations, 
“we are at pains to appreci­
ate why the issue o f rational­
ization o f civil servants is not 
considered critical enough to 
justify consultations with the 
trade unions in the civil ser­
vice with the framework o f the 
public service negotiating 
council.”

The unions argued that to 
retire staff prematurely was 
uneconom ical because it 
constitutes a serious strain 
on pension budget and en­
tails paying a large number of 
workers who could have re­
tired later.

They th erefo re  urged  
President Obasanjo to put in 
place the appropriate machin­
ery  to exam ine w ith  the 
unions the issues raised in 
their letters on the subject of 
premature retirements.

It would be recalled that 
the joint national public ser­
vice negotiating council had 
in a bulletin issued last week, 
said the estim ated 16,000 
workforce in the federal civil 
serv ice  w hose p ersonne l 
cost is about 17 percent o f the 
total public sector budget 
cannot be beyond the federal 
government’s ability to sus-

for the purchase o f these ve­
hicles.

The com m ittee  is ex ­
pected to do a comprehen­
sive research on the scheme 
which will embrace everyone 
and ensure that all beneficia­
ries pay for the cars through 
some long term arrangements 
that will not be a burden to 
the officers.

D aily  Trust investiga­
tions revealed that the ar­
rangement for the purchase 
o f the cars have reached an 
advanced stage as the minis­
try o f defence is negotiating 
with some commercial banks 
who are to provide the funds 
for the purchase o f the cars 
from the Peugeot Automobile 
company.

Presidential sources told 
Daily Trust that some modali­
ties have been considered by 
the committee in charge of 
the scheme as lieutenant colo­
nels and below as well as their 
equivalents in the Air Force 
and Navy will get the 306 
models while Colonels and 
above will get the “406” types. 
Major Generals are likely to 
get the 406 Prestige models.

O ur source said  over
10,000 cars are being negoti­
ated for but the modes of pay­
ment is still not clear as the

tain.
The JNPSNC wondered 

why the government is plan­
ning a massive purge in the 
civil service when it was al­
ready finding it difficult to 
meet its pension liabilities 
even as government is using 
consultants for jobs which 
the existing workforce could 
effectively handle.

In a reaction'the Peoples

Democratic Party (PDP), na­
tional vice chairman for the 
South-W est, C h ie f  B ode 
George, while speaking at a 
forum in Ibadan, defended 
government’s plan to “right­
size,” saying those afTectedWJB? 
in such an exercise would Ik  
assisted by governm ent to 
access loans with reasonable 
interest rates to set up their 
own businesses.

Reps iContd. from Pg I 
allowing such transactions procurement,” Hon. Otuwole
but according to the public 
acco u n ts  com m ittee  
chairm an, Hon. A deyem i 
O luw ole , w ho spoke 
exclusively with Daily Trust, 
“w hoever fa c ilita te d  the 
faulty procurement must be 
brought to book.”

Hon. Oluwole said the 
C lerk  o f  the N a tio n a l 
A ssem bly, A lhaji Ibrahim  
Salim , had in fo rm ed  the 
committee that advice by his 
office to Anyim’s office over 
the procurement did not sail 
through.

The committee, Oluwole 
said, also discovered that the 
form er Senate P residen t, 
through his security ch ief 
d e ta il, c la im ed  to  have 
bought the bullet proof tyres, 
but were not brought into the 
s to re , and no ' led g er or 
receipts were documented.

“The dec is io n  o f  the 
committee is that the National 
Assembly should go after the 
C h ief D etail who was an 
officer o f the State Security 
Services (SSS) who has gone 
back to his office.

“The National Assembly 
establishment wrote the SSS 
Director-General to contact 
the fe llow  to com e and 
acco u n t fo r the

N e W  C a r S  Contd from Pg 1

parties involved have not 
reached a consensus.

He revealed that some of 
the banks involved in the 
transactions include Zenith 
Bank and Gulf Bank.

W hen co n tac ted , the 
Army public relations officer, 
Colonel Mohammed Yusuf, 
said the federal government 
was not purchasing cars for 
military personnel.

Colonel Yusuf said some 
vehicles were distributed to 
different departments in the 
army for operational use and 
the vehicles were painted in 
army colours meant for offi­
cial use.

He said three weeks ago, 
a 406 saloon was given to his 
office to assist him with his 
"official duties but the car was 
not his property.

He pointed out that the 
federal government will how­
ever continue to purchase 
cars for the service because 
the military is not part and 
parcel o f  the monetisation 
policy whijch allows staff to 
buy properties under their 
custody for better m ainte­
nance.

He said, “Our cars or bar­
racks can’t be monetised be­
cause o f the nature o f our 
jobs which involves security

and is paramount.”
He "continued, “I recall 

that the president said he 
wants to revive the car loan 
scheme to help improve wel­
fare packages and bring to an 
end the era o f senior officers 
struggling for public trans­
port by the road side.”

“The cars that were dis­
tributed recently are 39 in 
number and were purchased 
by the Ministry o f  Defence 
from the 2004 budgetary allo­
cation for official use only,” 
he said.

( Meanwhile, the director 
of public relations, Air Force, 
Group Captain Ibrahim Kure 
and Inform ation D irector, 
Navy, Navy Captain Sinebi 
Hungiapoko, said although 
they have heard about the 
president’s directive that the 
car loan be revived, nothing 
concrete has come out o f  it.

In v es tig a tio n s  show s 
that great expectations fol­
lowed the president’s direc­
tive as some officers have 
started imagining themselves 
as car owners if  the deal sails 
through.

However, the m ode o f  
payment for the vehicles have 
not yet been finalised even 
as the arrangements and ne­
gotiations are underway.

said.
T h is w as seq u e l to  a 

seven-day ultimatum given 
to the Clerk o f  the National
A ssem bly to produce the 
chief detail to Anyim who 
was accused o f  aiding the 
questionable transactions, 
even as Oluwole insisted that 
the House was interested in 
having A nyim  h im se lf to 
te s tify  and d efen d  the 
transactions which allegedly 
took place during his tenure. 
“He is the one who is liable 
directly and we should go 
after him.”

He said it was in that 
regard that the com m ittee 
d ire c te d  the  N a tio n a l 
Assem bly to w ithin seven 
days, reach  A nyim  and 
collect the money back, or 
have it properly retired and 
the changed tyres brought 
back.

He said also that the same 
aide, whose name was not 
given, sometime collected 
N520,000 as out o f  pocket 
expenses incurred on a ten- 
day official trip to Lagos- 
Enugu and Owerri which is 
in conflict with the N7,000 he 
is entitled to daily.

Hon. Oluwole explained 
tha t w hen  the N ationa l 
Assembly management was 
co n fro n ted  w ith  the 
anomally, they explained that 
they raised a query but that 
“w hen A nyim  constitu ted  
h im se lf  in to  the c h ie f  
accounting officer, they by­
passed all procedures and 
were writing to Anyim himself 
seeking approval for funds.”

He said failure to retrieve 
the m oney  w ith in  seven  
days as directed, the police 
would be engaged to enforce 
the law.

E ffo rts  to co n tac t the 
C lerk  o f  the N a tio n a l 
Assem bly, A lhaji Ibrahim  
S alim , fa iled  bu t an 
authoritative source in his 
o ffice  to ld  D a ily  Trust 
yesterday  that m oves are 
being made to address the 
matter as directed.

Police Contd. from Pg l
quence o f  the robbery at­
tempt.

He said: “The case is still 
‘‘ in the middle o f  investiga­

tions so we cannot comment 
further.

“ We have undertaken  
various measures in terms of 
security and we have not suf­
fered any financial damage.”
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Plateau ex-speaker 
backs probe of Dariye

F rom Jiljril Daudu,peaker o f the Plateau
State House o f Assem n . , ., , - Regional Editor Josbly m the second re- " ...................

public, Prof. Dakum Shown 
supports the proposed probe 
of financial impropriety lev­
eled against the Plateau state 
governor, Joshua Dariye.

Prof. Shown, the immediate 
past chairman of the univer­
sity o f Uyo governing coun­
cil and an elder states man, 
said the decision of the People 
Democratic Party (PDP), to 
probe the alleged financial 
misdeeds o f Dariye is a step 
in the right direction.

While stating his position 
to newsmen in Jos yesterday, 
Prof. Shown commended the 
PDP for initiating action ter 
probe Dariye because ft will 
bring out the whole truth in 
all the allegations especially 
with regards to Dariye’s per­
sistent denials o f them.

His words, “I think the de­
cision to investigate the gov­
ernor o f Plateau state is in the 
right direction because we 
have only been reading these 
things (allegation). We have 
followed the Kaduna court 
case and the governor him­
self has spent a lot o f time 
denying them.

“With this full investiga­
tions, we will now know the 
facts and we want to know 
the facts. If they are proved, 
then the line of discipline in 
the PDP could be carried 
out” .

The former speaker also 
flayed the establishment o f  a

Gov Idris 
moves to 

check ghost 
workers

! From Ahmed Tahir Ajobe, 
j Correspondent Lokoja

W
orried by the rising 
monthly wage bill 
o f  the s ta te , the 
Kogi state.governor, Alhaji 

Ibrahim Idris, has directed the 
state ministry o f finance and 
the state pensions board to 
account for salaries o f  civil 
servants who have long dis­
engaged from the service.

Gov. Idris who gave the di­
rectives while receiving the 
committee on establishment 
o f the state House o f  Assem­
bly in Lokoja, said that he was 
surprised that salaries o f  re­
tired civil servants who have 
long left the service o f  the 
state kept recurring on the 
pay bill o f the state.

The monthly wage bill, ac­
cording to him, ought to de­
crease m onthly as a great 
number o f civil servants who 
have reached the statutory 
retirement age retire every 
year but was dismayed that 
the bill kept rising without a 
corresponding reduction in 
respect o f  retired personnel.

He urged th e ...............Con­
cerned and the finance min­
istry to recover the amount 
concerned so that it could be 
used-The payment o f  gradu­
ation and pension o f the re­
tirees.

The adm in istra tions he 
promised will seek ways to in­
crease the monthly subven­
tion  o f  the sta te  pension  
board.

50-man. Think tank by the 
Plateau state government for 
its members at the national 
political reform conference 
(Coflfab) describing it as a 
waste o f money.

Governor Dariye had last 
week inaugurated a 50-man 
think tank under the leader­
ship o f Dr. Alexandra Kebang 
who had earlier been dropped 
as a delegate to the confab, 
to assem ble in form ation , 
ideas and views to assist the 
state’s delegates in their as­
signment at the confab.

However, Prof. Shown took 
a swipe at the decision, alleg­
ing that Governor Dariye only 
w anted to give some idle 
people jobs in order to oc­
cupy them.

He said apart from the large 
size o f 50 people to service 
six delegates a think tank was 
unnecessary became stake­
holders had lyet and agreed 
on “the Plateau perspective” 
and had given the state del­
egates the mandate to present 
it.

Six million 
Nigerians HIV 
p o s i t iv e - ^

From Sani Babadoko,
B ureau Chief, K aduna

Central Bank o f  Nigeria (CBN) Governor, Prof. Charles Sotudo (r) and CBN deputy governor, financial 
sector surveilance, Mr. Tunde Lemo during their visit to House Committee on Housing and Urban Devel­
opment at the public hearing on violation o f  National H ousing F und A ct 3 o f  1992 and recovery o f  
unremitted funds, held at the National Assembly Complex, Abuja...recently Pix:Felix Onigbinde

Emir calls for establishment 
of inter-religious commission

T  .......................

I he Em ir o f  Ningi in 
Bauchi State, Alhaji 
Yunusa M ohammed 

Danyaya, has suggested the 
establishment o f a National 
Inter-Religious Group Rela­
tions Commission to serve as 
a clearing house for ethno­
re lig ious conflic ts  in the

From Tashikalmah Hallah. set aside prejudices, appre-
„  , hension about each other and
Correspondent Bauchi j w ork for lhc pcacc and

progress o f the state.

Lottery: FG discontinues 
case against Lagos govt
The federal government 

yesterday  d iscontin  
ued a case  filed  

against the Lagos state gov­
ernment over the enactment 
o f  lotteries law in the state.

C hief Justice o f Nigeria, 
M uhammed Lawal Uwais, 
said proceeds was discontin­
ued following a notice from 
the plaintiff.

The federal governm ent 
had filed a suit seeking a dec­
laration that the Lagos state 
lotteries law, 2004, is illegal 
and unenforceable to the ex­
tent that its purpose to regu­
late business o f National and 
ON-LINE lottery in Nigeria 
contrary to the provisions the 
National leftteries Act 2005 
and schedule article 62(a) of 
the constitution o f the Fed­
eral Republic of Nigeria 1999.

The government had also 
sought an order nullifying the 
provision o f  part B o f the 
Lagos state lotteries law 2004 
and an order o f injunction re­
straining the defendants by 
him self and his agents and 
any other person however 
described from enforcing the 
Lagos state lotteries law 2004 
against any Nigerian wishing 
to carry on the business of 
National lottery Act, 2004.

The plaintiff is also asking 
the cou rt to  de term ine  
whether or not the Lagos state 
government can by law or 
otherwise, determine, regu­
late or delimit the rights o f 
Nigerian citizens to carry on 
the business o f  National or 
on-line lottery, having regard 
to the provisions o f  Article 
62(a) o f  the 2nd schedule of 
the constitution o f Nigeria, 
1999?

Asking, whether or not the 
Lagos state lo tteries law, 
2004, particularly part b there­
fore, which em powers the 
Lagos state government to 
regulate or restrict/limit the 
rights o f  Nigerian citizens to 
practice the business o f  na­
tional lottery and or obtain a

By Aisha Umar,
Judic ia l R eporter  

license from the defendant j 

before it could do so contrary j 
to the provisions o f the Na­
tional lotteries Act 2004, is 
ultra vires the legislature and 
executive powers o f  Lagos ] 
state government and there- j  

fore, unconstitutional and j 
unenforceable.

In the affidavit sworn to by j  
one Bankole Joel Akomolafe, I 
the plaintiff said the bill was ; 
eventually passed into law as j 
an act o f the National Assem- I 
bly as a “national lottery Act j  

2004” and has been signed !

country
Alhaji Danyaya who also 

doubled as the chairman o f 
Bauchi State Inter-Religious 
Committee, made this sugges­
tion at the inaugural meeting 
o f his committee.

Besides setting up such a 
commission, the royal father 
equally suggested penalties 
stiffer

meted to those who exploit 
religion to foment trouble.

The emir explained that the 
two most prominent religions, 
C h ris tian ity  and Islam  
abhorced violence, hatred 
and unwarranted killings and 
blamed the recent intermittent 
re lig ious d isharm ony b e ­
tween Christians and Mus­
lims in the state to the activi­
ties o f selfish politicians who 
use religion to achieveselfish 
purpose.

The chairman urged tradi­
tional and religions leaders in 
the state to  expose those 
who are fomenting trouble in 
their areas and appealed to

Nigeria’s Debts are 
questionable-//o« Lawan
T

into law.
In the exercise of its duties, [ members o f  his committee to tropolis. 

the plaintiff said regulatory j 
body known as the National j 
Lottery Regulatory Commis- j 
sion, granted licenses to sue- j 
cessful applicants to practice | 
the trade and business lot- j 
tery across the states o f Ni- ; 
geria.

He averred that conscious 
of Nigeria that the National 
Assembly was about to pass 
the National Lottery Act, the 
defendants hurriedly  p re ­
sented a bill titled “Lagos 
State Lotteries Law 2004” to j 
the Lagos State House o f  j 
Assembly for passage into j  
law.

He said that the Lagos j  
State House o f  Assembly, 
without a proper constitution 
o f the scope o f  its legislative 
power in respect o f the Bill 
also hurriedly passed o f  the 
Bill by the House o f  Assem­
bly.

The defendants in p u r­
ported excution o f  the Lagos 
state lotteries law 2004 has 
threatened to close down the 
business and person granted 
licenses under the national 
lottery Act 2004 in Lagos 
state having not granted li- j 
cense by the government o f  |
L agos s ta te . U nless re- j 
s tra in ed , the d efen d an ts  I 
would frustrate them and i t , 
th ereb y  cause  in ca lcu la - j 
bleless and injury.

According to the royal fa­
ther, “we have unanimously 
resolved that leaders o f reli­
gious groups should educate 
their members that under no 
circumstance should any per­
son, Muslim or Christian take 
the laws into their hand.

The formation o f an inter­
religious group was sequel to 
the frequent religious crisis in 
the state. Since the ugly inci­
dent that engulfed Abubakar 
Tafawa Balewa University in 
which a 400 level architecture 
student was murdered. Apart 
from this, there have been 
several attempts to cause re­
ligious crisis in the state.

Meanwhile, the state gov­
ernment has vowed to deal 
with anybody who attempts 
to cause any religious crisis 
in the state. While the com­
missioner o f information, Bar­
rister Ibrahim Zailani, has 
warned seriously aftermath 
o f a fire incident that occurred 
in Yelwa Tudu o f Bauchi me-

Ihe chairman, finance 
and ap p ro p ria tio n  
co m m ittee  o f  the 

House o f  Representatives, 
Hon. Farouq Lawan, says Ni­
geria pays more to service its 
foreign debts than it spends 
on development.

He told reporters in Kano 
that Nigeria is currently de­
voting onethird o f  its annual 
earnings debts which is still 
at 35bilion dollars even after 
five years o f payments to the 
London and Paris clubs.

Hon. Farouq Lawan in­
sisted that the foreign debt 
issue is now more political 
than economic, citing coun­
tries like Pakistan, Iran and 
others that have had their 
debts forgiven due to their 
political inclinations and pa­
tronage . He added tha t 
though Nigerian is not clas­
sified among the highly in­
debted nations o f  the world 
due to her income generation 
but Nigeria has not done any 
serious borrowing since 1999.

He stated that most o f  the 
monies that Nigeria has been 
paying to the two debt car­
tels are default charges that

I From Musa Umar Kazaure, j 
R eg iona l E d itor Kano  

have been added to the real 
debt. The finance and appro­
priation committee chairman 
added that most o f the debts 
owed by Nigeria are question­
able as they were said to be 
collected during the military 
regimes.

The lawmaker who repre­
sents Bagwai, Shanono fed­
eral constituency in the lower 
house, said that the world 
debt cartel, London, Paris 
clubs have been making it dif­
ficult for the country to iso­
late countries and pay them 
back their debt separately 
adding that Israel, for ex­
ample, which Nigeria only 
one million dollars, is not al­
lowed to conduct the pay­
ment directly from Nigeria 
unless through the London 
or Paris club cartel.

On the issue o f corruption, 
Hon. Farouq stated that there 
are evidence o f reduction in 
corruption in Nigeria espe­
cially with the introduction o f 
the due p ro cess  and the 
EFCC anti-corruption cru­
sade.

A
bout six million Nige 
rians are now infected 
with the HIV virus, a 
medic al practitioner at the 

Institute o f Health, Ahmadu 
B ello  U niversity  (A B U ), 
Z aria , Dr. (M rs.) Ugo 
Amanyeiwe-Adaka, has dis­
closed.

Presenting a paper titled; 
“Anti-retroviral Drugs, Ac­
cess, A d m in istra tion  and 
Use; C hallenges and Pro­
posal at a round table on 
women and HIV/AIDS by the 
Gender Progressive Iinitiative 
(GPI), in Kaduna, Dr. Ugo said 
the figure was arrived at dur­
ing a nationwide sentinel sur­
vey which indicated that five 
per cent o f Nigeria’s popula­
tion  has co n trac ted  the 
deadly virus.

She however noted that the 
figure could be higher as a 
num ber o f  p e rsons who 
ought to have been tested 
during the sentinel survey 
were not tested.

Dr. Ugo regretted that anti­
retroviral drugs (ARVS), were 
not in adequate supply in the 
country for eligible persons 
having the HIV virus.

She disclosed hat efforts 
are at an advanced stage for 
the production of ARVs in Ni- 
geria  add ing  tha t 
“RAMB AXY has built a fac­
tory for it and are ready to go 
to NAFDAC for reg istra­
tion”.

“Whether we like it or not, 
HIV is real and it has come to 
stay. We only hope that cure 
for it will come some day”, Dr. 
Ugo declared.

Other papers at the round 
table were; “The Socio-Eco­
nomic Impact o f  HIV/AIDS 
On W om en,” by M allam  
Hassan Abdu, project direc­
tor, Centre for Development 
research  and A dvocacy, 
Kaduna.

In it, he painted a picture 
o f  helplessness by women 
w hose rep ro d u c tiv e  ro le 
make the easy victims o f the 
virus while it is also women 
that are saddled with the care 
o f orphaned children whose 
parents die as a resu lt o f  
AIDS.

Another paper was; “Im­
pac t o f  H IV /A ID S On 
Women: Access, Administra­
tion and Use o f ARVs,” by Dr. 
Rosemond Akuse; Head o f 
p aed ia tric s , ABUTH* 
Kaduna.

Coordinator o f the GPI and 
wife o f  the deputy governor, 
Mrs. Charity Shekari, de­
scribed HIV/AIDs as the big­
gest challenge to mankind.

A cco rd ing  to  her, 
p a llia tiv e s  such as a n ti­
retroviral drugs have helped 
to give people living with the 
virus a new lease o f  life”.

“However, the challenge of 
^groper adm inistration and 
use o f  these drugs need to 
be addressed. The issue o f 
lack o f  access to these drugs 
and how people living with 
the virus can live healthy 
lives in the absence o f  ARVs 
is yet to receive proper atten­
tion”, Mrs. Shekari added.
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NATIONAL CONFAB... NATIONAL CONFAB... NATIONAL CONFAB...
'T it b i t s

By Habeeb I. Pindigjt

Predictable speeches

A
pparently, many o f the distinguished delegates are in 
the natural political reform conference with a particu 
lar mindset. The thing is so glaring that when a del­
egate stands up to speak, from his or her costume, you can 

easily predict what he will say. i f  you sported a hat, make no 
mistake about it, you will surely tall about the environment 
degradation o f  the Niger Delta. Which means there must be 
resource control. When you see a red cap (minus those o f the 
Umaru Dikkos and Sola Sarakis), sit back for a vitriolic cam­
paign for federal character in infrastructure spread and o f course 
regional army. If it’s a lady (or woman or even a girl—there are 
so many who see themselves and behave as su«h), you can 
>et your life she will harp on gender equality till Tobi says 
‘time please!” And for the babban riga men, agriculture, solid 

minerals and oil in the Lake Chad Basin are the key words. 
Consensus building indeed!

Shehu Sani Vs Traditional rulers
s a mark o f courtesy to the custodians o f  our culture, 
each speaker accords some seconds in his protocol

 roll to the traditional rulers— there are about a dozen
o f  them seated. You can’t blame the delegates because no- 
xxly can afford to risk the wrath o f  the fierce looking palace 

guards waiting at the entrance to the chamber. But Malam Shehu 
Sani thought differently. When he stood up, the activist began 
jy  descending so heavily on the traditi(gial rulers. He said all 
traditional institutions must go if  Nigeria is to remain one, as 
emirs, Obas and obis are the first set o f  people to pay courtesy 
visits to coup plotters (successful ones o f  course). And the 
man cannot boast o f  any muscles that can protect him from the: 
hefty whip-wielding guards. Well, as fate would have it, Sani 
stepped out unmolested. We must say our minds, no matter 
whose robe is smeared!

What!

C
onsidering how obesity found its way into the cham 
ber, an elder statesman (she is a lady), advised that all 
o f them go on a sprint race to shed off the excess weight 
(and luggage, if  any). She didn’t stop there. While passing 

through the corridors at tea break, the lady came from behind a 
man with a bulging belly, tapped the damn thing and said “You 
must shake it off.” He turned round, admired the lady and said 
“ But i t ’s still functional!” A reflexive “WHAT!” escaped my 
mouth.

No more thanks, Mr. President

D
uring the debate on the presidential speech, many 
speakers dedicated almost the entire allotted three 
minutes showering praises on Obasanjo. Surprisingly, 
in fact with no explanations, these accolades have ceased. 

Instead o f thanking the president, they merely recognise pro­
tocols and talk the talk. What went wrong? Some wagging 
toiigues have already started speculating that besides the con­
ference bags; no delegate has seen one bag more!

<1
D e lega te s  lo ve  titles

rom the way they parade chains o f  titles, these delegates 
are real Nigerians. You have ‘His Royal Majesty’, ‘Bar 
rister, Chief, Dr. Mrs., ‘High ChieF, ‘Honourable, Alhaji, 

Dr., Senator, Major General’, and so many others. In fact wor­
ried by this tendency, some academic doctorate degree hold­
ers have since began distinguishing themselves from honor­
ary title carriers. They refer to themselves as PhD. Medical 

octors are also looking for how to make the distinction. With 
ue apologies to Idang Alibi and his Salute to Alhaji Dr. Chief, 
biti Wayo, we may soon start hearing o f ‘Elder Politician Dr. 
tiiefGemade’, ‘Governor's father Saraki ’, ‘Middle BeltAdvo- 

cate Lar’, ‘Professor Resource Controller Sagay’, ‘Admiral 
rarmer Nyako’. We love titles!

Growing high table
rom a three-man leadership, the conference now has 
seven persons on the high-table. Before, it was only 
Tobi, Kukah and Katagum. Arikawe, the deputy scribe 

oon joined them. Later another deputy secretary, together 
with the co-scribe, Prof. Oloyede, also mounted the platform.; 

rust Nigerian women because they swiftly cried “general in­
quality!” And for balancing, Mrs. Elizabeth Pam is now en- 
oying the high seat as a time keeper. Soon the youths may 

so demand a slot, may be that o f  w h ip .^

Sada Ilu
e represents the retired SSS personnel when he said 
the other day that the SSS is misunderstood by Nige 
rians. Nobody took him seriously. In fact to indicate 

ieir exception to the man’s remark, delegates heckled at him. 
Undaunted, Ilu went a step further yesterday by saying the 

SS were behind everybody’s comfort at the conference. Some 
oumalists, including yours sincerely cried blue murder! Only 

two days ago, a number o f  them were manhandled (and even 
woman-handled) by some SSS operatives. So, where is the 
comfort?

OPC may take over state 
police -Oyo delegate

O
ne o f  the delegates 
represen ting  Oyo 
State at the national 

political reform conference, 
Mr. Adebayo Shittu has cau­
tioned that state police will 
mean trouble for the coun­
try.

Shittu  said  yesterday  
that the 'dreaded Yoruba bri­
gade, the Odua P e o p le ’s 
Congress (OPC), could take 
over the force in the south­
w est should states be al­
lowed to create their own 
police outfits.

“The state police is one 
o f  the m ost u n desirab le  
things. If  state police is al­
lowed, the OPC will take over 
and everybody will be in 
trouble,” he said.

Stories by Habeeb I. Pindiga,
P olitical Reporter (Senate

The delegate lamented , 
the perennial neglect o f the 
police force, which he said 
has led to insecurity all in 
the country.

Shittu said through gov­
ernm ent yearly amrounce 
fat budgets for the force, 
police personnel buy uni­
forms and fuel official cars 
with their personal money.
’ He suggested measures 

to curb corruption at the top 
‘hierarchy o f the force and 
also said the contentious 
Land Use Act must not be 
abrogated as it protects land 
for the entire citizenry in­
stead o f allowing a few indi­
viduals to take over.

F
ormer minister ofinter 
nal affairs, Prof. Musa 
Yakubu*, has disagreed 

with claims that the presiden­
tial system o f government is 
too costly for Nigeria.

f\e said other systems are 
as costly as presidentialism.

Speaking yesterday in 
A buja af the*ongoing na­
tional political reform confer­
ence, Yakubu, who leads the 
Adamawa State delegation, 
said Nigeria should retain the 
p resid en tia l system  w ith 
amendments.

The Nigerian model, he, 
however said, was full o f im­
perfections that m akes it 
costly.

Yakubu suggested that 
public officers must be made 
to cut the bloated number of 
their aides as part o f  ways to 
make the system cost-effec­
tive.

“But I don’t believe that

Presidential 
system not too 

costly
-Prof YakubiP

the presidential system is i j  

too costly,” he said, giving 
examples with the United 
States, Ghana and South Af­
rica, where presidentialism is 
being operated successfully.

Speaking on the current 
fo re ign  deb t im b ro g lio , 
Yakubu said Nigeria must 
face the reality, which is to 
negotiate and service its 
debts. j

He contended that none 
of the creditors was willing 
to cancel Nigeria’s debt, as 
it was one o f the strangle- 
holds they have on the coun- 1 
try. j j

How to avoid desperate political contest, by Ganduje
F ....orm er K ano S tate 

deputy governor, Dr. 
A bdu llah i U m ar 

Ganduje, suggests that the 
federal government be made 
less powerful to avoid des­
perate political contest for 
state power.

In a nine-page memoran­
dum to the on-going national 
political reform conference, 
Ganduje, who is on the fed­
eral delegation, said for an 
enduring federal system , 
powers must be developed 
to the states and local gov­
ernments.

“Nigeria should redefine 
the structure o f  her federal­
ism by making the centre less 
powerful and less attractive 
to avoid desperate political 
contests for access to or 
control o f state power,” he 
said.’

The memo, which is on 
power sharing, listed seven 
ways to ensure fairness to 
each section o f the country.

They inc lude  de­
emphasising o f ethnic and 
religious affiliations; psycho­

logical and social orientation; 
redefinition o f  the nation’s 
structure as well as transpar­
ency and accountability in 
government.

He said that political lead­
ership “should not be based

i-regional and Wher | 
primordial considerations but 
on such generally acceptable j 

criteria as a record o f proven | 
integrity, experience, age, req­
uisite educational qualifica­
tions and com m itm ent to 
serve.”

Kogi delegate wants 
power shift in constitution
A member of the Kogi 

State delegation at 
-the ongo ing  n a ­

tional political reform confer­
ence, Mr. Suleiman Joseph, 
has called for the inclusion 
o f the power rotation prin­
ciple in the constitution.

This, he said, would make 
it p o ssib le  fo r m inority  
groups to aspire the presi­

dency in Nigeria.
Joseph, a Dean at the 

Federal College of Education, 
Okene, Kogi State, said also 
that rotational presidency will 
engender unity, stability and 
give a sense o f belonging to 
ethnic minorities across the 
federation.

At present, he said, it is

difficult for minority groups 
to make it to the highest of­
fice in the land.

Joseph also alleged that 
the Ajaokuta Steel Company 
was sabotaged because it is 
situated in one of the minor­
ity states and urged that the 
company be completed to di­
versify the nation’s oil-de­
pendent economy.

—

L-R Dr. (Mrs) Ibidayo Atebiosu, Ekiti State delegate, Professor Omotayo Ulutoye, elder statesman and Dr. Adewumi Abitoye Ondo State 
delegate discussing during sitting o f  the National Political Reform Conference in Abuja...recently. Pix: Kennedy Egbonodje.
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FG moves to privatise 
airports, aviation agencies
T
JL a

Speaker o f  the House o f  Representatives, A lhaji Am inu Bello Masari fla n ked  by Sangari o f  Aure, Alhaji 
Abubakar Umar II  and House Leader, Hon. A bdul N ingi at the turbaning ceremony o f  Hon. S h u ’aibu 
Abdullahi as Mutawallen Aure in Nasarawa State...recently.

lie federal government 
has com m enced  
action to privatise the 

country’s airports and other 
aviation agencies to enhance 
efficiency and better service 
delivery.

As a re su lt, the 
government has constitfited 
a 15-m em ber “A viation  
S ecto r R eform
Implementation Committee 
(A S R IC ),” to  w ork out 
modalities for the exercise 
which will be completed by 
the end o f the year.

In au g u ra tin g  the 
committee in Abuja, Aviation 
M inister, Isa Yuguda, said 
that the government decided

VF calls for political integrity
V

ice President A tiku 
Abubakar says there 
is the need  for a  
critical mass of politicians and 

party leaders in the country 
to be built around transparent 
e lec tio n s  and p o litic a l 
integrity.

A bu b ak ar sa id  at the 
opening o f the 7th Yar’Adua 
Memorial Forum yesterday in 
A buja that dem ocracy and 
freedom  cou ld  on ly  be

su sta in ed  i f  th ere  was 
eternal vigilance.

“T hat way, we m ight 
break the existing cycle that 
has c rea ted  neg a tiv e
incentives for candidates 
and parties and ultimately 
su b v ert the e lec to ra l
sy s te m ,” he to ld  the
gathering  o f  p o litic ians, 
p o litic a l a c tiv is ts  and 
academicians.

A bubakar, w ho is a

beneficiary o f  the late Musa 
Yar’Adua’s political school, 
described his m entor as a 
cham pion o f  the cause o f  
democracy in the country.

“He had no doubt that 
the country would one day 
return to a democratic system 
o f  gov ern an ce ,” rth e  v ice 
president said o f Yar’Adua, 
who died in detention on 
political charges.

In an overview  o f  the

Economic posterity depends 
on transportation -  NITT, DG
The d irec to r-genera l, 

N igerian  Institu te  o f  
Transport Technology 

(NITT), Dr. Ibrahim Vandu 
C hikolo  says a successful 
ta k e -o f f  o f  the econom y 
cannot be possible w ithout 
in teg ra tin g  a ll lo g is tic s  
elements and transport.

The director general was 
speak in g  in a w elcom e 
ad d ress  fo r a v is itin g  
Professor, Gideon Nieman, 
from the University of Pretoria, 
South Africa, who was at the 
NITT to deliver a lecture as 
p a rt o f  the co llab o ra tio n  
between the two institutions.

Dr. Vandu-Chikolo said, 
“ to  be ab le  to s tee r the 
economy successfully under 
a free market, m anagers o f 
in d u stry  m ust lea rn  to 
effectively work the integral 
fo rces in te r-re la tin g  all 
lo g is tic s  e lem en ts  and 
transport to ensure a positive 
impact on the economy.”

He sa id  th a t w as w hy 
NITT has pitched its strategy 
on imparting knowledge and 
skills to Nigerians because 
“u n d er the scen ario , the 
m anagem en t o f  lo g is tic s  
elem ent by all sections o f  
industry and the economy in 
general will play a major role 
in the successful take-off o f 
our economy in the new era.” 

He said  th is ob jec tiv e  
have compelled the NITT to 
develop specialised courses 
and specialised qualifications 
synonym ous w ith  sk ills  
acquisition that would make 
NITT graduates add value to

From  Sani B abadoko.
Bureau Chief Kaduna

operators in the industry 
and the economy in general.

Dr. V andu-C hik ilo  
announced that NITT will 
sign  a m etnorandum  o f  
u n d ers tan d in g  w ith  the 
University o f  Pretoria during 
the visit.

At the palace o f the Emir 
o f  Zazzau where the director 
general took the v isiting  
Professor on a courtesy call 
on Alhaji Shehu Idris, Dr. 
Vandu-Chikolo commended 
the Emir for the peaceful co­
existence in his domain.

There is no gainsaying 
that the peace and harmony 
we are enjoying in Zaria in 
gen era l and  N ITT in 
particular is occasioned by 
the stab lising  role o f  His 
Royal H ighness,” the DG 
added.

In his lecture titled: “The 
A lignm ent o f  Supply and 
Demand In Supply Chain For 
Competitive Advance,” the 
South  A frican  P ro fesso r 
ta lked  about re la tionsh ip  
between supply and demand, 
tra d itio n a l and  m odern  
ap p ro ach es to  reso lv e  
supply-demand mismatches 
among others.

forum, Dr Peter Lewis o f the 
A m erican  U n iversity , 
Washington DC, described 
e lec tio n s  as co n fid en ce  
building apparatuses, saying 
that even minorities look up 
to it as a last resort towards 
their emancipation.

L ew is, an A sso c ia te  
Professor at the university’s 
School o f  In te rn a tio n a l 
S erv ice , en u m era ted  the 
causes o f electoral crises in 
bo th  d ev e lo p ed  and 
d ev e lo p in g  econom ies, 
saying that mutual distrust 
among politicians is a critical 
factor.

He said, however, that 
electoral problems were not 
insurmountable, adding that 
d ia logue and nego tia tion  
have been used to solve such 
problems in many countries.

L ew is, w ho spoke on 
“ T roub led  E lec tion  
O utcom es as T h rea t to 
Democracy”, said electoral 
reforms were necessary for 
the political future o f  any 
country and called on the 
civil society to participate 
fully in such reforms.

The forum, to be rounded 
off on Saturday by President 
Olusegun Obasanjo, has as 
its theme, “Electoral Reform: 
Building Confidence for Our 
Future.”

Makarfi approves security 
allowance for councillors

The K aduna sta te  
g o v ern m en t has 
approved N25,000 as 

security allowance to each 
local government councillor 
in the state.

The s.tatc governor, 
Alhaji Ahmed Makarfi, made 
this known when members 
o f  the  sta te  co u n c illo rs  
forum paid him a courtesy 
visit on Wednesday.

He said that already, the 
paym ent o f  the secu rity  
a llow ance  has since 
commenced and urged the 
councillors to make good 
use o f the allowance for the 
purpose it was meant for.

He warned that the state 
government will sanction any 
councillor found wanting in 
the d isch arg e  o f  h is * 
responsibilities.

M akarfi stated that the 
g o v ern m en t w ill hold  
councillors responsible for 
any breakdown o f law and 
o rd e r in  th e ir  re sp ec tiv e  
wards.

On the on-going  s ta ff  
au d it in the  23 local 
government councils o f  the 
s ta te , the  g o v e rn o r 
threatened to sack all the staff 
o f any council that refused 
to cooperate with the auditing 
staff and accused some of the 
co u n c ils  o f  d efrau d in g

government o f huge amounts 
o f  m oney  th ro u g h  the 
inflation of salary figures.

He alleged that a local 
government council which 
was paying N7.5 million as 
salary to its staff two years 
ago now  pays o v e r N17 
million as salary even when 
no new staff was recruited by 
the council.

S peak ing  ea rlie r, the  
cha irm an  o f  the  
forum, Mallam Aliyu Haruna, 
had thanked the governor for 
approving security vote for 
councillors and urged him to 
approve a medical allowance 
for them to enable them take 
care o f  their medical needs.

to concession the airports as 
well as the privatisation o f the 
av ia tio n  ag en c ies  for 
sustainable ^development o f 
the sector. *

Y uguda sa id  th a t the  
committee will among others, 
advice the National Council 
on Privatisation (NPC), on 
policies and programmes to 
p rom ote  co m p e titio n , 
efficiency and transparency 
in the re s tru c tu r in g  and 
privatisation o f the sector.

“It w ill also form ulate 
proposals to attract private 
financing and investment in 
the aviation sector as well as 
the reformation o f  the sector 
to im prove efficiency and 
quality o f  aviation services in 
the country,” he noted.

He a lso  sa id  th a t the 
committee will carry out the 
privatisation o f the Federal 
Airports Authority o f Nigeria 
(FAAN), Nigerian Aviation 
H and ling  C om pany
(NAHCO), as well as the 
ag en c ies  o f  the d efu n c t 
N igeria Airways, including 
SA H C O L, SK Y PO L ,
SKYC AT and 5KYPRINT

The minister said that the 
membership o f the committee 
in c lu d e  the  P e rm an en t 
Secretary in the ministry, Mr. 
Tom m y O yelade , as the 
Chairman, Director-General 
o f  the B ureau fo r Public

Enterprises (BPE), Mrs Irene 
Chigbue and the Director- 
General o f  the Nigerian Civil 
Aviation Authority (NCAA), 
M r Fidelis Onyeyiri.

O th ers  a re  FA A N ’s 
M anaging Director, Alhaji 
G am bo U m ar, M anag ing  
D irec to r o f  the  N ig erian  
A irsp ace  M anagem en t 
A gency  (N A M A ), the  
Rector, Nigerian College o f  
A v ia tion  T echno logy  
(NCAT), Mrs F.O. Odutola 
and the Managing Director 
o f  EAS Airlines, Capt. I.I. 
Wada.

A lso , the  S pecia l 
Assistant to the President on 
Aviation, Capt.Shehu lyal, 
the  liq u id a to r o f  N igeria  
Airways Ltd.,.Mr Babington 
Ashaye, Dr. Steve Mahonwu 
and AON’s Secretary, Capt. 
Mohammed Joji, are members 
o f  the committee.

O thers are Capt. M.B. 
G ow on, C ap t. Jo n a th an  
Ib rah im , the  E xecu tive  
Director, Bellview Airlines,

Mr. Gabriel Olowo and the 
President, National Union o f  
Air Transport Employees, Mr 
I. Itua.

N A N  rep o rts  th a t the  
country has 20 airports with 
four o f  them located in Lagos, 
A b u ja , K ano and  P o rt 
H arco u rt, hav in g
international status.

Work begins at 
Itakpe mining coy
w ork has 

com m ence at 
the N ationa l 

Iron Ore Mining Company, 
Itakpe, following an informal 
h an d o v er to  the  new  
lan ( |lo rd , G loba l
Infrastructures, a subsidiary 
o f  ISPAT group.

The executive director o f 
the company, Engr. Nurendra 
Malam Verma, in a chart with 
D a ily  Trust y este rd ay  in 
Lokoja, said the company has 
s ince  com m enced
rehabilitation o f key sections 
o f the iron ore mining compay 
w ith  a v iew  to m ake it 
productive.

The natio n a l iron  ore 
mining company, Itakpe, was 
fo rm ally  handed  o v er to 
ISPAT fo llo w in g  the 
successfu l signing o f  the

From Ahmed Tahir Ajobe, i
Correspondent Lokoja

co n cessio n  ag reem en t 
b e tw een  the  federa l 
government and the group.

U nder the ag reem en t, 
ISPAT group is expected to 
put NIOMCO in good shape 
to  feed  A jao k u ta  S teel 
Company Limited with the 
necessary raw materials for 
its operations.

He highlighted some o f 
the  ach iev em en ts  by  the 
group at the Ajaokuta Steel 
C om pany w hich includes 
successful rolling o f  wire rod 
mill at the wire rod mill and 
the light section m ill, the 
lighting o f  the. sinter plant 
furnace, laying o f  10 Jem 
network o f cables around the 
blast furnace among others.

Kwara UNPP chairman
I a C P C  m  f f c t V i  r * T » Fronl A bdu lR azak  A debayo.
I U i j C I j  l l i U i l l C I i  C n r r e s n n n r i e n t  m n r i n )

I he death  has beenTlannounced o f  Hajia 
S a lam atu  Im am  

AbdulRahim, mother o f  the 
Kwara State chairman o f the 
United Nigeria Peoplds Partv,, 
(UNPP), Malam Nurudeen 
Imam AbdulKarim.

A sta tem en t from  the 
U N PP boss sa id  H ajiya  
Salamatu died on Monday, 
March 14 and has since been 
buried according to Islamic 
injunctions in Okene, Kogi

Correspondent (Ilorin)

State.
Fidda’u prayers was held 

in Sheikh  T a ju d e e n ’s 
com pound, Okene, led by 
the Chief Imam o f Ebiraland, 
Sheikh Musa Galadima.

H ajiy a  S a lam atu  is 
su rv iv ed  by six  ch ild ren  
in c lu d in g  A bd u lK arim , 
fo rm er d ire c to r o f  land  
administration, FCDA, Abuja 
and Tijjani AbdulKarim of the 
presidency, Abuja.
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B O R IN ! P R O N O

BORINI-PRONO & Co. Nig. Limited trusted 
name in Civil Engineering Construction, wishes to 

happily congratulate ENQR. BALA ALMU 
BANYE, FNSE, The Honourable Commissioner 
for Works, Housing & Transport, Katsina State on 
his well-deserved Conferment of FELLOWSHIP 

Award by the Nigeria Society of Engineers, 
(N.S.E.)

Your attainment of the FELLOWSHIP status of 
the N.S.E. has further proven the popular saying, 

“GIVE HONOUR TO WHOM HONOUR IS 
DUE” especially considering your enviable record 
in the development of the Engineering Profession 
and infrastructural development in Katsina State 

and the country in general.
/■

Congratulations!

Signed
Management

ENGR. BALA A. BANYE, FNSE 
Hon. Commissioner of Works, Housing and Transport 

Katsina State

Felicitations

Congratulations once more and 
Keep up the Good work ENGR. RABI’U IBRAHIM FNSE,

Director, Civil Engineering Ministry of Works, 
Housing and Transport 

Katsina State.
Signed

Management

BORINI-PRONO & Co. Nig. Limited trusted name in 
Civil Engineering Construction, wishes to felicitate with 

the Katsina State Chairman of the Nigerian Society 
Engineers, (NSE) ENGR. RABPU IBRAHIM FNSE, 
who is also th& Director, Civil Engineering in the Katsina 
State, Ministry of Works, Housing and Transport on his 
Conferment of FELLOWSHIP AWARD, by the Nigeria 

Society of Engineers, (N.S.E.)

Your election as the N.S.E. Chairman has indeed 
resurrected and refocused the Katsina Chapter of the 

Association after many* years of slumber. Your conferment 
with the FNSE award did not came to many of us as a

surprise.
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In defence of Babangida Thoughts on jobless doctors
Continued from back page 
governm ent purpose an d  • 
e ssen ce— and p ride;
because his commission is 
invoked by everybody in* 
government to point to the 
re a lity  o f  a govern m en t 
actively engaged in fighting 
corruption. It is not so much 
due to the absence o f any 
o th e r p ro o f; bu t, ra ther, 
because it is the only one that 
works. And it works because 
o f  the d ed ica tio n  and 
indefatigability o f Ribadu.

R ibadu , a ded ica ted  
police officer with, alas, a 
non-legalistic,* or peshaps a 
post-legalistic, m ind, is no 
doubt married to his job. He 
is serious at work, perhaps 
too serious for an Obasanjo 
appoin tee. A nd energetic  
crime buster, he has pursued 
c o rru p tio n  w ith  rare 
doggedness, cap tu red  its 
essence and apprehended its 
perpetrators; and is currently 
mired in the difficult task o f 
defeating it.

No doubt, he is a man 
a lm ost possessed  by that 
delightful disease o f  always 
wanting to see things done 
right— by nature, by training 
and by acquired instincts. He 
is a young m an w ho is 
apparently angry with the 
w hole  w orld  because  it 
harbours crim inals— Reds 
under the Beds. As a lawyer, 
he, doubtless, would wish to 
right all wrongs if  he could; 
and as a p o licem an  he 
probably tried and found out 
that the world was not what 
it seem ed; and now, as a 
com m ission chairm an, he 
w ould, doubtless, wish to

Knowing the dangers to 
c rim e-b u ste rs  on the 
Nigerian scene, we must all 
sa lu te  h is co u rag e , and 
difficult and often thankless 
d ec is io n  to  stay  above 
board, and— above all— his 
independence. He seemed to 
have indeed m anaged the 
im p o ssib le  by hav ing  
resisted being used as the 
punitive arm o f the political 
executive to hit%ut at its real 
and imagined enemies. But 
all this stand in danger o f 
being lost if  he allows it to be 
seen that he goes to work 
w ith  such tough -m in d ed  
prejudice.

If, indeed, Babangida is, 
as Ribadu said he is, a crafty 
c rim in a l in stead  o f  
pronouncing him guilty and, 
in advance, sentencing him 
to political banishment, he 
should have sought to be a 
cra ftie r crim e buster and 
thereby prove his case than 
simply talk.

It is not good to talk when 
you don’t have to; but, in 
this situation, it is even better 
to act and keep silent even 
when you can speak. Ribadu 
has been n o ted  fo r his 
•outspoken tough talk ing; 
and th is  has, no doub t, 
added  to  the R ibadu  
Mystique that is feared by all 
criminals and respected by 
everyone. His tough-talking 
has induced in Nigerians the 
“sit-up” attitude that people 
here need to  be pu t into 
b efo re  any b eh av io u ra l 
re fo rm s or a ttitu d in a l 
changes can be forced onto 
them. But tough-talking can 
n o t be a su b s titu te  fo r

Babangida may be true; but 
he, as the chairman o f a public 
crime fighting outfit, lacks the 
luxury to work on it, or even 
indicate a desire or readiness 
to  do so. O r a llow  it to 
determine how he prosecutes 
his war against crime.

But though unproved and 
perhaps beyond p ro o f the 
view o f Babangida asserted by 
Ribadu is w idely shared in 
this country; and, o f  course, 
B abang ida  m ust take  a 
disproportionate share o f  the 
blame as much for what his 
regime did, as for what it failed 
to do. His regime has, with 
some justice, been accused o f 
destroying the system.

Certainly the civil service 
has, for instance, still not fully 
recovered from his 1988 Civil 
Service Reform. In general, 
B abang ida  a ttem p ted  to 
intellectualise the process o f 
g o v ern an ce  by a llow ing  
university dons freedom to 
experim ent w ith what they 
know nothing about. This, o f 
course, proved a recipe for 
d isa s te r w hich  un iv ers ity  
p ro fe sso rs  are ex p ert at 
creating.

But no university degree 
can prove a b e tte r aid  to 
public administration than the 
Civil Service Rules, and no 
professorial chair can devise 
a better way o f controlling 
p u b lic  funds than  the 
Financial Regulations. By 
destroying the authority o f  
these tw o docum ents, the 
Babangida reforms created a 
c o r r u p t i o n - f r i e n d l y  
environment. In addition, the 
B abangida regim e had the

“Yes, the world may have changed, but the rule 
for catching criminals has not; and, especially 
for those engaged in the dispensation of justice, 
it still requires proof beyond reasonable doubt 
Otherwise, everything becomes suspect And 
even if  the law is an ass, the lawyer is not”

keep the  in te rn a tio n a l 
f in an c ia l law  and  o rd er 
situation from deteriorating, 
or restoring it to the status 
quo ante i f  upset. But there 
are  lim its  to  w hich 
en th u siasm  shou ld  be 
allowed to go.

As a law -enforcem ent 
officer, Ribadu should not 
have been seen or heard 
going against the law, no 
matter how much he may be 
against its spirit. Since he has 
elected to be its enforcer, he 
must therefore regard and 
tre a t it as the suprem e 
s tan d ard  to  m easu re  h is 
official conduct. His criticism 
o f  the  im m unity  c lause  
contained in the N igerian 
constitution, for instance, as 
part o f  his charges against 
Governor Joshua Dariye of 
Plateau State was not in the 
best o f  tastes. No matter how 
much a public officer may 
hate the immunity clause, the 
fact is that it is there; and one 
may have to learn to work 
with it until the time it is 
amended or repealed . _____

conclusive investigation.
He should certainly have 

w aited  un til a fter he has 
caught B abangida before 
trying him, and then try him 
before pronouncing his guilt; 
and do that before crucifying 
him politically. Nothing less 
is req u ired  by h is
background, professional 
training and work experience.

But by jumping the gun 
he has b e tray ed  th is 
disgusting bias that has the 
capacity o f  vitiating a very 
good record built over several 
years; and, as a result o f  this 
unexplainable tendency to 
rush to judgment, all the good 
work he has done stand in 
g rea t d an g er o f  being  
com prom ised. He should 
have proved above adopting 
the criteria o f  the man in the 
street because his interest in 
this m atter ought to have 
been no more than that o f  an 
impartial prosecutor. He may 
be in a great hurry to nail a 
crook, but he doesn’t know 
a crook until the crook is 
nailed. What he thinks about

noble in tention  o f  helping 
individuals close to it; but, 
unfortunately, this could be, 
and in some instances was, 
done in ways that did harm to 
communal interest. But these 
were not the issues Ribadu 
co n sid e red  to  issue  the 
comments that were quoted 
out o f  context. In the process, 
it was not really Babangida 
who is now on tria l. It is 
Riabdu and he stands to lose 
more than he can afford after 
all that he has done.

No doubt, Ribadu is not 
unaw are that his personal 
integrity and the great respect 
that he enjoys depend on his 
being fair, and especially his 
b e ing  seen to  be so by 
everybody. But all this respect 
that he has earned even from 
those who have been at the 
rece iv in g  end o f  his 
sea rch lig h t as a p u b lic  
crusader and an advocate for 
law and order and due process 
may be compromised if  people 
suspect that he is actuated by 
motives other than those for 
public good_______________

I
t used to be unthinkable 
to see a medical doctor 
failing to get employed 
w ith in  a few  days a fte r 

g raduation . In fac t w hat 
d e lay s a d o c to r ’s 
employment is the mandatory 
swearing -  in ceremony by 
the M edical and  D ental 
Council before he takes on 
any em ploym ent. It is 
com m on for your friends 
from other faculties to envy 
you; by say ing  you are 
lucky6 as you are assured 
employment as soon as you 
graduate.

H ousem ansh ip  or 
Internship is the first point 
o f  call for a Medical graduate 
as a p re -reg is tra tio n  
employment for 1 year before 
full registration is given to 
p rac tice  as a m edical 
practitioner. This 1 year 
employment is mandatory 
and a m edical d o c to r is 
supposed to do it within 2 
years o f  graduation or his 
license will be revoked until 
he writes another exam which 
is set by the M edical and 
Dental Council ofNigeria.

The situation on ground 
presen tly  is far from  the 
p ic tu re  pain ted  above, 
medical doctors in Nigerian 
are p re sen tly  in an 
unem ploym ent crisis that 
many are wondering whether 
the many years spent (ASUU 
strike inclusive) were actually 
worth it after all.

I am not an angel o f  doom, 
and neither am 1 a pessimist 
but 1 think I can say without 
fear o f contradiction that the 
future is to say the least 
g loom y fo r the  M edical 
Profession in Nigeria. This 
is a profession to which I 
belong so I stand to gain 
nothing painting it this way, 
but the truth must be told.

Now, tha t w as a 
d ig ressio n . A fresh ly  
graduated doctor now takes 
an average of eight -  sixteen 
months to secure a place for 
Internship and by the time he 
or, she com pletes the 
p rog ram m es,. H is
provisional license would 
have expired and he would 
have conc luded  his 
Internship without a license.

These groups o f doctors 
are the lucky ones because 
at lease they have secured a 
p lace  fo r the  in te rn sh ip  
within the 2 years o f  their 
p rovisional license. The 
other group and I personally 
know many can not get a 
place within the 2 year period 
and by this time, they are 
legally speaking unqualified 
doctors.

This situation  has now 
extended to medical officers 
who are the next step after 
House officers who may or 
may not have done their 1 
y ear m andato ry  youth  
service scheme depending 
on age. A Medical Officer is 
either pursuing his residency 
in  an accredited hospital or 
is w ork ing  as a g enera l 
practitioner in a general or 
private hospital.____________

Dr. Shehi Ali Abubakar
There are many medical 

d o c to rs now w ho have 
passed their primaries exam 
which qualifies them to start 
their residency programme in 
a recogrtized hospital but 
have fa iled  to gain 
em ploym ent in to  these 
hospitals.

Over 20 o f my classmates 
along have this qualification 
but are either sitting at home 
or at best offering locum 
services at private hospitals 
far less than the national 
minimum wage.

M any doctors w ho can 
afford it have now resorted 
to w riting  foreign exams 
which would enable them to 
practice either in the UK or 
USA. These exams come at 
great cost but they are more 
reliable than the Nigerian 
eq u iv a len t in  term s o f 
relevance to the field and 
also as a means o f  getting 
employment because despite 
o u r num erous p rob lem s, 
Nigerian doctors are highly 
regarded in foreign countries. 
It is estimated that there are 
over 20,000 Nigerian doctors 
in the USA alone and this 
es t6 im ate is conservative 
because there are many that 
bypass immigration laws o f 
these countries.

Dear reader you may ask 
what is the genesis o f  this 
crisis in this noble profession 
you respect so much. My 
sim p le  answ er is the 
system atic neglect o f  the 
health scctor by successive 
governm en t o f  th is 
potentially great country. No 
health policy or plan has 
been adhered to for more than 
10 years by any govehiment 
and some of these policies are 
well articulated if  only they 
are im plem ented . Poor 
budgeting allocations over 
the past 20 years to the health 
sector at between 2 -  3% 
have hot helped matter.

Teaching hospitals were 
e stab lish ed  to serve  as 
tertiary level o f medical care 
for the training o f  medical 
d oc to rs  at both  the 
u n d erg rad u a te  and
p o stg rad u a te  levels. 
P resen tly  m any teaching 
h o sp ita ls  need  resid en t 
doc to rs  in various 
departm ents to fill up the 
spaces created by form er 
resident doctors who have 
com pleted their residency 
program m e and are now 
consultants, but are enable 
to employ these residents 
because o f  lack o f funds in 
the last 2 year.

Some teaching hospitals 
that have done interviews for 
re s id en t docto rs over 
8months ago, some o f which 
have g iven  le tters*«o f 
appointment to the doctors 
cannot afford to allow them 
to commence work because 
they cannot pay them. This 
is as bad as that.

Som e years back , the 
government in an attempt to 
in crease  the num ber o f

hospitals that offer residency 
programmes in the country 
upg raded  som e genera l 
hosp ita ls  to the status o f  
federal medical centres, but 
th is noble idea has been: 
bastardized by the same lack 
o f  funds for the employment 
o f  staff, for which purpose 
the hospitals were upgraded 
in the f irs t p lace . Thee 
hospitals now have beautiful 
in fras tru c tu re  w ithou t 
manpower to run them.

Dear reader, with all these 
myriad o f problems outlined, 
you must ask what are the 
solutions to them. A well: 
a rticu la ted  h ealth  po licy  
backed by adequate budge­
tary allocated and a deter­
mined political will to imple­
m ent them  is my hum ble 
suggestion. A target should 
be se t fo r each  teach ing  
hospital, Federal M edical 
Centres and other accredited 
hospitals for the number o f  
residents and house officers 
they can em ploy and this 
should be backed by enough 
funds to achieve the target. 
There are many state owned 
general hospitals that can be 
accredited to offer residency 
programme in liaison with 
Federal Ministry of

Health or other teaching 
hospitals as this will help in 
decongesting the teaching: 
h o sp ita ls  to w hich  m ost 
residen ts run to  for their 
residency programme.

I believe a hospital does 
nothave to be affiliated to a 
University for it to be able to 
run a postgraduate program­
mes as long as it satisfies the 
criteria for the programme as 
stipulated by the National 
Postgraduate Medical C ol-; 
lege or the West African Post­
graduate M edical College. 
This will go along way in 
expanding the opportunities 
for medical doctors to pursue 
specialist courses, improve 
the quality o f  health care they 
offer to their patients and also 
contain  the presen t brain  
drain tide now facing the : 
health sector.

It is veiy unfortunate for the 
government o f this country 
to spend tax payer’s money: 
in training medical doctors 
over many yfears only for 
these doctors to  be lured; 
away by foreign countries:, 
just for the simple reason that 
there is no spacafor tflem in 
th es?  h o sp ita ls  Qr not; 
incentives for them to stay; 
and work.

Some o f the best trained 
doctors you have encounter 
in E urope or A sia  are 
Nigerians trained in Nigeria 
and exported to serve thee 
countries to the detriment o f 
th e ir  own nation . The 
implementation o f  some o f 
these  and m any o ther 
policies will go a long way in 
bring ing  back those days 
du ring  t w hich it was 
u n th in k ab le  to have a n  
unemployed medical doctor.

Dr. Shehi A li Abubakar 
writesfrom:

NO. IB  Lapai Road, Kaduna
shehiali@yahoo.com

mailto:shehiali@yahoo.com
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L
a te ly  the A buja  
council o f  the- 
Nigeria Union o f 
Journalists with the aid of the 

Nigerian police arrested a 
fake jo u rn a lis t. T his 
unwholesome behaviour is 
all pervading in Abuja and its 
environs. Fake journalists are 
seen all over the place and 
their unsuspecting victims 
gullibly assuming that they 
are bonafide journalists.The 
sc in tilla tin g  part o f  th is  
information is that the said 
fe llow  is now  fac ing  
litigation.

P ursuant to the above 
m en tio n ed , is issue  o f  
accreditation o f journalists in 
national functions like the 
ongoing conference National 
Political Reform Conference 
(NPRC). Out o f the blues a 
myriad o f news papers and 
magazines emerged to cover 
the function, and it is crystal 
c lea r tha t m any o f  these 
newspapers and magazines 
were not functional prior to 
this conference.

Without due recourse to 
I the  m o n ito rin g  body, 

Nigerian Union of Journalists 
which stands as both trade 
and professional body that 
regulates the activ ities o f 
practitioners; many o f the 
journalist that came for the 
acc red ita tio n  w ere all 
accredited. No action was 
taken to separate the wheat 
from the chaff. This is part of 
what is wrong with Nigeria, 
our in ab ility "  to  re sp ec t 
procedures. In fact this is an 
in d ic tm en t on the 
a c c re d ita tio n  p ro to co ls  
department o f the National 
Political Reform Conference 
which ought to have taken 
steps to ensure that only 
genuine jo u rn a lis ts  w ere 

; accred ited  and the  o n ly  
yardstick for ensuring this is 

{ through the NUJ.
Due n iX v ^  jhouldn ’ t be

W a tc h in g
co n trac ts  but abou t 
respecting procedures in all 
spheres o f  our na tio n a l 
deve lo p m en t. No nation  
advances without respecting 
the ten e ts  o f  d iffe ren t 
p ro fess io n a l bod ies tha t 
ensures its developm ent. 
Jerem y T urnste l w ro te a 
book t i t l e d '‘The medial is 
America” and a decade later 
he wrote another book “The 
media is still America” This 
is to say that the U nited 
States o f America is what it 
is today as a result o f its hold 
on a well regulated media.

Beside the holy Quran 
and the holy Bible the next 
object of “religious b elief’ is 
the media. We all assume that 
any th ing  repo rted  in the 
p ress is gospe l tru th . 
Though that should be the 
case but not always the case. 
T h erefo re , only  c red ib le  
media houses duly registered 
and reco g n ised  by the 
Nigerian Union o f Journalist 
should be allowed to cover 
such an event that boarders 
a great deal on our National 
Unity.

Another issue is that o f 
journalists, that gatecrash in 
/unctions-:-It-'-t^norinal for a 
journalist to be dogged in 
nature but in the same breath 
d isp lay  som e am ount o f  
gentle manliness. Sonie of 
th.ese jo u rn a lis ts  a ttend  
fu n c tio n s  u n in v ited  and 
these have effects on the 
im age o f  the p ro fession . 
They wriggle their way using 
some forms of subterfuge.

W henever there occurs 
any ab su rd ity  or any 

evew.t m  the 
society, the joum a/ist with a 
whoop of delight brings it to 
pub lic  g la re . H ere the

as a watchdog of the society. 
W ho then , w atch es the 
watchdog?

The lure o f  lucre  has 
becom e an insignia o f  the 
Nigerian journalist, especially 
those  w ho are b e re ft o f  
societal values and respect 
fo r the e th ics  o f  the 
profession.

However, as the watchdog 
o f the society we need to 
exhibit or show candles o f 
decency to the society we 
serve. Brow n envelope is 
prostitution. As a journalist 
the movement one collects 
g ra tif ic a tio n , sen tim en ts 
creep in, one now becomes 
stripped of the ability either 
to tell the truth (which is the 
fundamental principle of the 
profession) or to be objective.

The need  now  and 
alw ays is fo r fa irn ess , 
objectivity, truthfulness and 
accuracy on the side o f the 
Nigerianjoumalist. Journalist 
shou ld  be d isce rn in g  
enough to know that giving 
or receiving brown envelop 
is an attempt to subtly disarm 
and gag the press. Therefore, 
contentment on the side of 
the journalist should be of 
prime importance. This is our 
tu rf and no one holds the 
fo rth  b e tte r  than the 
journalist, this calls for a 
need to guard the profession 
jealously.

We shou ld  in no 
circum stance  ra ise  up to 
cheap  b a its . Jo u rn a lis t 
should not allow the harsh 
economic realities in Nigeria

to blindfold our senses o f 
judgment. We should be o f 
good conduct and stand on 
the path o f  truth and the 
attainment o f  unparalleled 
excellence. We must, as an 
agenda setting arm o f the 
soc ie ty  ex h ib it a ttitu d e  
worthy o f  emulation. The 
Nigerian union of journalist 
should make it a statement 
o f  du ty  to re g is te r  all

journalists in one body, like 
is found in the Nigerian Bar 
A ssociation and N igerian 
Society o f  Engineers etc. 
‘This is the only way we can 
b rin g  the p rac tice  o f  
journalism to greater heights 
and to its pristine pride of 
place so that “the labour of 
our heroes past shall never 
been in vain” .

Yahaya Ola Taidi 
International Institute o f  
Journalism N U J National 

Secretariat Complex 
Garki, Area I I  Ahuja

Re: Zamfara Rep 
escapes mob attack
i

Reps unfair to Hon. Yerima

w rite: to congra tu la te  
y o u  on  th e  h ig h  
re p u ta tio n  yo u  have 

gained w ithin few years o f  
opera tion .
Y ou h av e  h a d  th e  tru s t  
and  th is  is w hy you  are 
in c r e a s in g ly  g a in in g  
w ider read ersh ip  all over 
th e  c o u n try ,  th is  m u s t 
have fo llow ed on the high 
s ta n d a rd  y o u  h a v e  
d em ons-tra ted  righ t from 
the scra tch . B esides your 
p a p e r  h a s  b e e n  v e ry  
inform ing.

I am h o w e v e r d isap -

e n t i t le d ,  “ R ep  e s c a p e s  
m ob  a t ta c k  in 
Z am fara” .by Salisu Zakari 
M aradun on yo u r ed ition  
o f  15/3/2005 w hich is said 
to have no io ta  o f  tru th .

I h o p e  y o u  c r o s s ­
c h e c k  s to r ie s  th a t  a re  
likely  to cast doubt in the 
m in d s  o f  y o u r  r e a d e rs  
a b o u t y o u . T ru s t  is  a 
burden , hard  to bu ild  but 
easy to crush.

K a b ir u  U  J a b a k a  
D e p a r tm e n t  o f  

P r e l im in a r y  S tu d ie s , 
T h e  F e d e r a l  
P o ly te c h n ic ,

P lease perm it me a space 
in  y o u r  n e w s p a p e r  to  
r e a c t  to  th e  i n ju s t i c e  
d o n e  to  H o n .H a r u n a  
Y erim a by the H ouse o f  
R e p re se n ta tiv e s .

F i r s t  I w a n t to  say  
th a t w e n eed  ju s t  abou t 
f o u r  m o re  o f
H o n .Y e r im a ’s k in d  o f  
perso n  in th a t H ouse. As 
the  m a tte r o f  fac t, even 
in envy  H on .Y erim a fo r 
h is gu ts  and  co u rag e  to 
have to ld  the m em bers 
n o th in g  b u t th e  w h ite  
t r u th .  W h e th e r  th e y  
accep t the  tru th  to ld  or 
n o t, w ith  tim e  h is to ry  
w i l l  s u r e ly  v in d ic a t e  
H o n . H a r u n a  Y e r im a .-  
A n d  a g a in  i k e e p  
w ondering  if  h is to ry  w ill 
e v e r  be  k in d  to  th e s e

type o f  m em bers we have 
at the N a tio n a l A ssem bly  
today .

H ow  on  e a r th  o u r  
m e m b e rs  w o u ld  n o w  
p re fe r  to  be c o l le c t in g  
free  card  from  M TN  on 
m onth ly  basis  and in tu rn  
d ec id es  to  tu rn  o f f  th e ir  
eyes to w h a te v e r ru b b ish  
th a t M TN is do in g  to us.

D e a r  H o n .Y e r im a ,  
p le a se  do no t m ind  any 
o th e r  m e m b e r  w h o  is 
o p p o s e d  to  y o u r  f ig h t  
a g a in s t  c o r r u p t io n .  A s 
fo r m e, you  are the only  
m em ber at the  N a tio n a l 
A s s e m b ly  w h o  is 

.q u a l i f i e d  to  b e  t r u ly  
ca lle d  an H o n o u rab le .

Ig ree t you.
A to n d o  M b a yu a v
G b o k o ,B e n u e  s ta te

Reactions to articles published in 
this paper may be directed to the 

editor via the email address: 
editor(a)dailvtrust. com
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The Senate and Abiola’s reparations crusade
V" ate Basorun M.K..O | By Otumide Lawal presenting same to the United Senegal and Ghana. Together and sensitive our ‘sleeping What’s more, you cannot 
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Abiola o f  b lessed , 
memory stood for 
many ideals and fought many 

noble causes, which were irf 
most instances, o f  direct 
benefits to humanity until he 
was unjustly incarcerated and 
eventually died in the hands 
c f  Ws captors, some o f  .who 
are today the beneficiaries o f

d * d fo t ;> •
One o f the causes that late 

M.K.O. Abiola stood for and 
fought with a ll h is might, 
personal resources and 
abundant mental intellect, was 
the issue o f  reparation for 
A frica , a ris in g  from  the 
inhuman treatment meted out 
to Africans and the black race 
d uring  the in fam ous and 
inglorious slave trade era. He 
believed absolutely that the 
heartless white man’s actions 
by way o f slave trade were 
inherently evil and therefore 
condemnable. They should, 
he once said, pay adequate 
reparation for the bestiality 
and indignity they subjected 
fe llow  hum an beings to  
through the slave trade.

Singularly, late M.K.O. 
A biola com m enced the 
straggle for reparation for 
Africa. Single handedly, he 
assembled a formidable team 
from his C oncord  Press 
stable, for the war on 
reparation. Late Abiola, true to 
the calling o f  the office o f  a 
generalissimo, fought bravely

for the cause.
With his able team, he 

v is ited  m any A frican  
countries, sensitiz ing  and 
m obilizing support for the 
A frican  cause . He w as 
particularly in Ghana (once 
known as the Slave Coast) 
and Senegal, where- slave . . 
trade business 

ia  "

presenting same to the United 
Nations (U.N) for appropriate 
ic t io n . T h is irrev ersib le  
commitment may be sustained, 
e spec ia lly  w ith  P resident 
Obasanjo as the Chairman o f 
AU.

M .KO. Abiola succeeded, 
in co-operation with the then 
governm ent o f  G eneral

Senegal and Ghana, Together and sensitize our ‘sleeping What’s more, you cannot 
with his entourage, they were leaders’ over the issue. This blaze trails if  you are not
taken round the slave trade should be distinct from the relevant and self-confident,
‘black spots’. l ie  was visibly foreign affairs committee. It Late Abiola was both. He

dungeons,
‘thedoorsofnoretum’ among The motion for the payment
other unholy sites o f  the slave 
trade era.

; At Senegal, M.KO. Abiola
was moved to tears, when he 
saw the chains, padlocks and 
o ther no to rious ‘too ls o f  
trade’ with which his fellow 
African men and women were 
subjected to hardship and a 
long trek on their way to the 
lands o f  no return. He actually 
donned one o f the chains on 
his neck. It was a pathetic 
scene.

The late generalissimo of 
Y orubaland took it upon 
himself to visit many African 
H eads o f  S tate and 
governments and vigorously 
cham pioned the cause o f  
reparation. He pleaded with 
them for support, to enable the 
defunc t O rgan iza tio n  o f  
African Unity (O.A.U) now 
African Union (A.U), speak 
w ith one voice and take a 
d e fin itiv e  and  d ec is iv e  
positio n  on the  issue o f  
reparation, with a view to

ofreparation for African was 
unanimously adopted by that 
session o f O.A.U. for onward 
transmission to the United 
Nations. Abiola was fulfilled 
fo r he w as irrevocab ly  
committed to the cause. He 
succeeded  in ty ing  the 
reparation issue to the neck 
o f the O.A.U., which after his 
foray into politics, eventual 
u n just d e ten tion  and 
avoidable death, developed 
clay  feet in pursu ing  the 
matter. But must reparation 
fight die with Abiola? Must 
his struggle be in vain? Must 
the issue be swept under the 
rug by a body as ‘viable’ as 
African Union? The answer is 
no!

In 2003, President George 
W.Bush o f  the United States 
o f  America (U.S. A) was on a 
visit to the African continent. 
He did not mince words in 
condem ning  m an ’s
inhumanity to man through 
the slave trade. This was at

shaken , by the agonies, 
psychological torture, trauma 
and indignity caused our own 
black brothers and sisters 
must have gone through in 
the hands o f  the s l a v e .. 
masters, g  *

. n a ifh a rd b ri thd head om 
m ore and. p re se n t ' the 
reparation case to the U.N, so 
soon after President GeOrge 
W. B ush  v is it to  our 
continent? After all, it is hard 
to divorce the United States 
from the UN.

This is where our nation’s 
apex law-making body -  the 
Senate, has a daunting task in 
its hands. It has got to debate 
exhaustively, a motion on the 
issue o f reparation for Africa 
and pass an urgent resolution, 
com pelling  P residen t 
Obasanjo to table the matter 
at the next session o f African 
U nion and pursue  it 
v ig o ro u sly  as he d id  the 
NEPAD. After all, Nigeria is 
regarded as the giant o f  Africa, 
whatever that means. Chief 
Adolphus Wabara, the Senate 
President should bring up the 
matter for the attention o f his 
fellow distinguished senators.
It is not out o f place for the 
senate to have a committee on 
reparation that will go round 
the continent to re-awaken

should not be a jamboree 
It Would be to the eternal 

credit and glory o f the present 
senate i f  it could muster 
enough energy over the 
matter and record its name in

__ ip African 
js«eWe ven 

debt %e

and blacks the world., hardwi

one o f  them. Late M.K.O. 
Abiola made waves beyond 
the shores o f  Africa with 
responsibilities for higher 
goals. He got himselfinvolved 

: noble causes with aH his
b. ' energies, attention and

his strength for

I t r-ahouid' no t ..be 
trivialized It should rather be 
one o f  th is  g rea t son o f  - th rough 
A frica’s enduring legacies.
One way o f immortalizing him 
is through landmark crusades.
A biola is to A frica, w hat 
Martin Luther King is to the 
black Americans. In USA, 
there is a day set aside to 
celebrate the life and times of 
this great American.

The ou tgone N ational 
Assembly, despite its seeming 
i n a d e q u a c i e s ,  
m agnan im ously  and 
unanimously passed a motion 
to the effect that, the National 
Stadium in Abuja be named 
a fte r The F irs t P illa r  o f  
Sports in A frica . But the 
executive arm o f government 
in  i ts  ‘w isd o m ’ has not 
deemed it fit to make the old 
Senate’s resolution a reality.
Whatever it is, M.K.O. Abiola 
loomed larger than life. His 
memory deserved the best 
form o f immortalization.

_ the /p resen t
adm inistration fails, either 

com m ission  o r 
omission, to immortalize him 
in the right sense o f it, a day 
will come in the life o f  this 
na tio n , w hen those  w ho 
believe in Abiola’s core value 
and virtues w ill be in the 
saddle and do the right thing 
righ tly . W ho know s 
tomorrow?

If  Barrister Pius Anyim 
could emerge a recipient o f 
N ig e ria ’s second h ighest 
national honour G.C.O.N for 
being the senate president for 
just two years and at the age 
o f  39, nothing stops the man 
o f the people - M .KO. Abiola, 
from  being g iven  a p o st­
humous national honour Of 
GCFR. He deserves this and 
even more.
Writes from Crystal Villa 

Ede, Osun State andean be 
reached at

O f national confab and referendum
One o f  the attractions 

o f  d em o cracy  is 
freedom  o f

expression. A fter several
— rr+- H if> t» tn rch< no

Onukwugha Esin Osufi

N ig erian s
and indeed right to, express 
themselves on virtually every 
issue While this freedom has 
been grossly abused by some 
peop le , the genera lity  o f  
a r tic u la te  N ig e rian s are 

; b eg in n in g  to focus on 
positive pursu its tow ards 
making our society a better 
place to live in.

As the co n fe ren ce , 
p o p u la rly  re fe rred  to as 
National Dialogue, goes into 
jfull steam, a number o f  issues 
have emerged, which need to 
be resolved urgently. O f 
interest here is the debate oh 
w h e th e r o r n o t the 
conference recommendations 

subjected to a referendum, 
is not necessary.

In order to appreciate this 
position, it is imperative to 
draw attention to some o f the 
re a litie s  o f  the  p resen t 
Nigerian situation.

N ot backed by law, the 
N ational Political Reform 
Conference is an advisory 
body set up by the executive, 
jwhich a lso  p ro p o ses , to

subm it th e ir
reco m m en d atio n s to the
lp<ris!atnrf> frvr onH

already a sovereign in place, 
duly elected by the people of 
N igeria to represent their 
in te re s ts . The
reco m m en d a tio n s o f  the 
National Dialogue do not, 
therefo re , have to be put 
forward to a referendum.

In as much as procedures 
and modus operandi should 
be sorted out, what Nigerians 
want now are quality debates 
on fundamental issues facing

them .T h ey  w ant to be 
assu red  tha t the 
representatives are focused 
and that erstwhile opposition

>~tr\ «>•» -̂ 4 J • * *'
Taking a cue from  

P resid en t O b a sa n jo ’s 
inau g u ra l speech , the 
c o n fe ren ce  p a rtic ip a n ts  
indeed have a Herculean task 
ahead : “ We shou ld  not
discuss in fear and we should 
n ev e r fear to  d isc u ss” . 
B asica lly , the n a tio n a l 
d ia lo g u e  p ro v id es  an 
ap p ro p ria te  forum  for 
representatives to bare their 
m inds on th e ir conccrns, 
interests and proposals for

the nation’s progress.
N ig e ria  today  is 

co n fro n ted  w ith a lo t o f  
ch a llen g es in the polity ,
vv/uivi wavw ttdJJiJlKJS
would cover many grounds 
by sticking to their terms of 
re fe ren ce . T hey are an 
advisory body, w hich has 
been assem b led  by the 
F ed era l, and S tate 
G overnm ents to offer the 
nation the benefit o f  their 
knowledge, experience and 
w isdom  in our co llective 
m arch  to su sta in ab le  
development.

By identify ing  certain  
areas as non-negotiable, the

“Not backed by law, the National Political 
Reform Conference is an advisory body set 
up by the executive, which also proposes to 
submit recommendations to the legislature 
fo r  debate and passage into constitutional 
amendments. The recommendations o f the 
National Dialogue do not, therefore, have to 
be put forward to a referendum”

P res id en t is o b v io u sly
th w artin g  the hopes o f
po ten tia l w arlords, tribal
ch iefta ins and o ther self- 
wno ocjieve me conrerence
can be used to initiate the
disintegration o f the country.
W hile  not p resum ing
anyth ing , N igerians have
clearly achieved varied levels
o f national integration over
the years. The conference is
expected to help consolidate
the p o s itiv e  sides o f  the
union and recommend means
o f  red re ss in g  in eq u itie s ,
in ju s tice s  and  u n fa ir
practices.

Perhaps more than any 
other period in our chequered 
developmental experience, 
this conference should be for 
real, the resu lts o f  w hich 
m illions o f  N igerians are 
en thusiastically  aw aiting. 
The representatives need to 
realise that this is not one o f  
those ad-hoc assignments to 
generate some cash, make 
‘connections’ and boost their 
CV s. They are  on the 
threshold o f  history.

It is, therefore, imperative 
that discussions are held with 
candour, open minds and in 
the positive expectations of 
a Nigerian State sustained on

the foundation  o f  equity, 
justice, fairplay and peacefu 
co-existence.

The Union or Federation 
1 here is nothing wrong with
Nigerians as a people. A1
over the  w orld , we have
p ro v ed  o u r m e ttle  asi
enterprising, hardw orking
and resilient. The country
is steadily asserting its pri.
o f  p lace  in A frican , ai
indeed, world affairs. We
on th e  ro ad  to  th
development o f  “a modern
nation-state; a nation that
possesses real capability tci
h a rn ess  h er n a tu ra
resources and the creativi
talents o f  her people for
upliftment o f  the welfare
every citizen” .

This vision is 
enough to  be, adop ted  as 
p a rt o f  th e  M ission ' 
Statement o f  Nigeria. As the; 
co n fe ren ce  takes centred. ' .•> • i
stage, the rep resen ta tives 
are respectfu lly  rem inded 
th a t they  haye  a un ique  
opportunity to contribute to 
the  m ak ing  o f  modern! 
Nigeria.

Onukwugha Osuji,writes \ 
from  Lagos and can be 

reached at 
boyigoke@yahoo.co.uk

mailto:boyigoke@yahoo.co.uk
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l
Africa

Nigeria proposes tribunal for Sudan
N

igeria has proposed an Af 
rican-run tribunal to hear 
cases of alleged war 
crimes in Sudan’s Darfur region.

The proposal was put for­
ward in an apparent attempt to 
end deadlock in the United Na­
tions Security Council over a 
new resolution on Sudan.

The United States opposed 
calls for war crimes suspects to 
be tried at the International 
Criminal Court (ICC), which Eu­
ropean countries favour.

Pro-government militias are 
committing genocide, said

-'r-

Dartiir’s non-Arabs.
It is believed that more than

100,000 have died and some two 
million have fled their homes in 
the two-year conflict.

The Sudan government de­
nies backing the Janjaweed mili­
tias, accused of mass killing, rape 
and looting.

On Wednesday, the UN 
pulled its foreign staff out of parts 
of West Darfur, following threats 
from the Janjaweed.

Nigeria said it had support 
from Sudan for its proposal.

“We welcome the general

Opposition MP to 
challenge Mubarak

A
n Egyptian opposition 
leader has declared his 
candidacy in this year’s 
presidential elections, a few days 

after being released from prison.
Ayman Nur’s statement of 

intent on Wednesday makes him 
the first person to challenge the 
governing National Democratic 
Party (NDP) in nearly 24 years 
oft rule by President Hosni 
Mubarak.

Nur made the announcement 
at the doorstep of the charity he 
runs in his constituency in Is­
lamic Cairo. He addressed a 
crowd of more than 1000 people 
in the street.

The building was surrounded 
by a heavy contingent of riot 
police who tussled with the 

<rowd before Nur’s arrival.
“With thanks to God, the 

party, to you and to your love, I 
announce here that we are going 
to participate in the upcoming 
election for the presidency of the 
republic against the National 
Democratic Party. And this party 
will fall,” Nur said.

“They have to apologise for 
the false elections during the past 
miserable 50 years. We have 
never chosen a preSdent before... 
Change is coming one day, and 
that day is soon”, he said

The crowd responded with 
chants of “Allahu Akbar (God is 
great)”.

Earlier, when Nur arrived at 
the building, his supporters 
shouted: “Welcome, Mr Presi­
dent”, and threw candies as he 
blew kisses.

The populist, pro-reform 
Nur, whosajfal-Ghad party has 
seven legislators in the 454-seat 
parliament, was freed from 
prison last Saturday after spend­
ing six weeks in detention on 
suspicion of forging nearly 2000 
signatures to obtain a license for 
his party last year.

He denied the charge, saying 
his arrest was an attempt to elimi­
nate him as a rival to Mubarak.

Nur’s detention gained inter­
national attention, largely be­
cause he has championed the call 
for multi-candidate presidential 
elections.

US Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice said she raised 
“very strong concerns” about the 
detention when she met Egypt’s 
foreign minister in Washington 
last month.

His intended candidacy 
comes after Mubarak made a sur­
prise announcement on 26 Feb­
ruary asking parliament to umend 
the constitution to allow multi­
candidate elections for the first 
time when Egyptians go to the 
polls in September.

Egypt traditionally holds 
plebiscites in which voters say 
yes or no to a single candidate 
who has been approved by par­

liament, which has been domi­
nated by the ruling party since 
the 1970s.

Mubarak has won four such 
referendums, dlch time with a 
yes vote of more than 90%.

principle that African solutions 
are required Tor African prob­
lems,” said Richard Grenell, 
spokesman for the US mission 
to the UN. But the position of 
European countries such as the 
UK and France, which support 
the ICC, is not clear.

A UN human rights probe 
found that there was not a delib­
erate policy to carry out geno­
cide in Darfur but that serious 
war <g*mes and crimes against hu­
manly had been committed.

Its report contained a sealed 
list of war crimes suspects.

The draft resolution on Su­
dan also backs plans to send 
some 10,000 UN peacekeepers 
to monitor this year’s deal to end 
a separate, 20-year conflict in 
southern Sudan.

Previous draft resolutions 
have threatened to impose sanc­
tion^ on Sudan unless it took ac­
tion’against the Janjaweed but 
they were blocked by China and 
Russia, which have close ties to 
the Sudanese government.

Outcry as S/Africa 
names street Gandhisouth African authorities are 

reconsidering their decision 
to rename a street in Dur­

ban’s red-light district after peace­
maker Mahatma Gandhi.

An outcry followed the an­
nouncement last week and local 
radio stations have been bom­
barded with complaints.

His descendants feel one of 
the main port city centre streets 
would be more fitting to bear his 
name.

Gandhi spent 20 years in 
Durban in the early 1900s, fight­
ing against racism under British 
colonial rule.

The naming of streets or 
places after a historical icon*s 
usually greeted witlrapplause by 
that icon’s supporters.

But Point Road, the bone of 
contention - a two mile-long 
street running from the down­
town beach precinct to the city’s 
harbour moiuti, is notorious for 
vice and crime.

Over the last few decades, 
the neighbourhood of apartment 
blocks has been over-run by 
growing sex and illicit drug en­
terprises.

Drug dealers brazenly ply 
their trade on the street along­
side sex workers employed by 
escort agencies and massage par­
lours.

Many of Durban’s more than 
one million residents of Indian 
origin have reacted angrily to the 
move they feel is an insult to 
Gandhi, who fought and for the 
rights of Indian indentured la­
bourers in South Africa.

Ela Gandhi, Mahatma Gan­
dhi’s granddaughter - an African 
National Congress MP and head 
of the Gandhi Satyagraha Foun­
dation - is against the renaming, 
though for a different reason.

“My concern is that Point 
Road is a small road and for a 
person with the stature of Gan­
dhi who has international signifi­
cance, a much bigger and impor­
tant road should be named after 
him," she said,

“As far as Point Road's 
reputation is concerned, no-one 
in ipy family has raised that with 
me, although I can imagine why 
people who have a certain affec­
tion for Gandhi and what he stood 
for, would feel upset about it."

Mrs Gandhi said she was 
disappointed that her family 
wasn’t consulted on the re-nam- 
ing.

Residents of the controver­
sial street offered a mixed re­

sponse to the proposed name 
change.

“I suppose it’s part of change 
and change is good but it really 
doesn’t make any real difference 
to me,” said one sex worker.

“This place has a bad repu­
tation. Perhaps giving it Gandhi’s 
name will make it change for the 
better,” mused another local.

The planned street name 
change is part of a nationwide 
effort by the South African gov­
ernment to honour people who 
contributed the fight for freedom 
and human rights.

Mahatma Gandhi, regarded 
as the father of India, spent 20 
years in Durban.

DR Congo troops drive past a woman carrying her baby. A dangerous Humanitarian crisis is looming in the 
Democratic Republic o f  Congo (DRC) with sharply increasing unrest in the region o f  Jturi where nine UN 
soldiers were killed on Friday, the UN warned.

Cannibalism: Rebels boil 
victims alive in Congo-t/TV

M i
ilitiamen grilled bodies 
on a spit and boiled two 
girls alive as their 

mother watched, UN peaceke­
epers charged Wednesday, add­
ing cannibalism to a list of atroci­
ties allegedly carried out by one 
of the tribal groups fighting in 
northeast Congo.

The report came as a key UN 
official said the ongoing violence 
in Congo, claiming thousands of 
lives every month, has made it 
the site of the world’s worst hu­
manitarian crisis. The com­
mander of UN forces in Congo, 
Gen. Patrick Cammaert, pre­
sented a report on abuses alleg­

edly committed by the Patriotic 
Resistance Front of Ituri.

“Those responsible for 
atrocities will be brought to jus­
tice,” Cammaert said.

Peacekeepers have also be­
gun working to cut off weapons 
supplies to the group, which ap­
parently entered the country

from neighboring Uganda, he said.
Members of the group were 

suspected of killing nine UN 
peacekeepers in a Feb. 25 am­
bush. On March 1, gunmen fired 
on Pakistani peacekeepers and 
the peacekeepers fought back, 
killing up to 60 fighters, UN of­
ficials said at the time.

Kenya protesters in police battle
K

enyan police have ar 
rested nine people and 

.used tear gas and water 
cannons in running battles with 
protesters before the opening of 
parliament.

ECOWAS inaugurates council of elders
T

he chairman Economic 
Community of West Af 
rica States, (ECOWAS) 

President Mamadou Tandja of 
Niger, has inaugurated the 2005 
Council of Elders in Niamey, 
Niger capital, enjoining them to 
remember their complementary 
role in the restoration of peace 
and security in West Africa.

President Tandja told the 15- 
memebr council, that unless 
peace and stability was restored 
to the region, the recurring crises 
would continue to undermine its 
efforts to develop and focus on 
its primary responsibility of in­
tegration and address develop­
ment challenges.

He said that in recognition 
of the correlation between peace 
and development, Niger has de­
veloped a framework for peace 
that incorporates the ancestral 
values of dialogue in recognition 
of the place of traditional insti­
tutions and other structures in 
the resolution of conflicts.

The executive secretary of 
ECOWAS, Dr. Mohammed Ibn 
Chambas, noted that the inaugu­
ration was taking place against 
the background of the growing 
menace of conflicts in the region, 
adding that the region will con­
tinue to rely on the support of 
the elders to met the challenge.

Meanwhile, in a commumqu6 
at the end of their one-day 4lh 
inaugural meeting, the council 
expressed concern over the stag­
nation of peace resolution in 
Cote d'lviore and urged the 
Ivorians to overcome their po­
litical differences for nationaj in­
terest.

The council reaffirmed its

By Eikanah Chawai
[ Reporter (Foreign Desk)

support for the mediation efforts 
of President Thabo Mbeki of 
South Africa and appealed to the 
conflicting parties to cooperate 
with him to restore peace and se­
curity to the country.

The council also noted the 
difficulties being experienced with 
the implementation of the com­
prehensive peace agreement in 
Liberia, particularly with grow­
ing allegations of corruption and 
youth unemployment.

ECOWAS expressed concern 
over the heightened tension gen­
erated in the Liberian capital, 
Monrovia by the recent events in 
the National Transitional Legis­
lative Assembly (NTLA), dis­
closing that a team of investiga­
tions will arrive in Monrovia to­
day.

It enjoined Liberians to coop­
erate with the team and desist 
from taking any further measure 
that might exacerbate the situa­
tion.

The council also requested 
“ECOWAS to intensify its ongo­
ing efforts in Guinea Bissau to 
secure additional international fi­
nancial assistance for the country 
and support the process towards 
elections.

It noted with satisfaction, the 
development in Togo following 
the death of President Gnassi- 
ogbe Eyadema, declaring that only 
the conduct of free, fair and trans­
parent elections would peace and 
social harmony be ensured. It 
called on the Togolese people to 
consolidate the gain of the late 
president in areas of peace and

security and solve their problems 
through dialogue.

The council of Elders re­
quested the ECOWAS executive 
secretariat to take all necessary 
steps to assist Togo in the or­
ganisation of elections come 24th 
of April and urged it further to 
ensure the greater involvement of 
members of the council in the 
resolution of conflicts and in civil 
society organisation in regional 
integration process.

The council also urged mem­
ber states to expedite action on 
the ratification of various ECO­
WAS instruments, protocols and 
decisions relating to peace and 
security, notably the protocol re­
lating to the mechanism for con­
flict prevention, management, 
resolution, peacekeeping and se­
curity as well as democracy and 
good governance.

The 15-memebr council, 
which is a mechanism for pre­
ventive diplomacy, consist of 
General Abdulsalami Abubakar, 
former president of Nigeria, Mr. 
Gactan Nitchama and Mr. 
Bitokotipou Yagnimim, both 
former ministers in Guinea 
Bissau and Tog respectively as 
well as vice speaker of Sierra 
Leone parliament, Elizabeth Al- 
pha-Lavalie, Bemadine Do-Rego 
from Benin, Debra Ebenezer 
Moses from Ghana, Dieudonne 
Essienne from Cote d’Ivoire, 
Ahdourahmane Sow from 
Guinea and Mbaye Mbengue 
from Senegal.

Others are Bahou Ousmane 
Jobe, a magistrate from Gambia, 
Leopold Andre Ouedrago from 
Burkina Faso, Mr Emmanuel 
Gbalaze from Liberia, Professor 
Sira Diop from Mali and Mr. 
Amirou Garba from Niger.

Some 200 people were wav 
ing placards demanding a refer­
endum on a new draft constitu 
tion which would limit the presi­
dent’s powers.

President Mwai Kibaki has 
formally opened what is ex­
pected to be a stormy parliamen­
tary session.

His government has not kept 
election promises to change the 
constitution.

It has also been rocked by a 
string of corruption allegations.

The protesters fear parlia­
ment will amend the draft leav­
ing the president’s authority 
largely intact.

Riot police - some on horse­
back - dispersed the crowds in 
anticipation of Mr Kibaki’s ar­
rival at parliament.

In his speech, Mr Kibaki 
promised to introduce a new 
constitution and urged MPs not 
to be divided along political lines.

The issue has split his ruling 
Narc coalition. Backers of Pub­
lic Works Minister Raila Odinga 
saod he was promised the new% 
powerful post of prime minister 
in return for supporting Mr 
Kibaki’s election campaign.

Mr Kibaki also said he 
would continue the fight against 
corruption - another of his 2002 
campaign pledges.

“We cannot afford to be di­
vided in our efforts to fight cor­
ruption. Corruption steals from 
all of us,” he said.

The BBC correspondent, 
who was outside parliament, said 
police claimed the demonstration 
was illegal.

Security around parliament 
was extremely tight and those 
entering the building were 
frisked, BBC correspondent said.

“We are not hooligans, we 
are not thieves, all we want is a 
new constitution, which is our 
right,” said Kennedy Karemi be­
fore being arrested by police, 
Reuters news agency reported.
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Bus explosion kills 30 in China
A

bout 30 people are 
thought to have died 
when a bus exploded 

in the southern  C hinese 
province o f Jiangxi.

The bus was travelling 
from the southern city o f 
Shenzhen to the  eastern  
province o f  Zhejiang when 
the accident happened early 
in the morning.

The force o f  the blast 
was so violent that it also 
injured passers-by and dam­
aged nearby homes, reports 
said.

There have been a num­
ber o f accidents in China 
this year caused by the mis­

handling o f explosives.
The practise o f keeping 

dynamite in homes, although 
illegal, is common in China, 
and safety measures are of­
ten ignored, the BBC’s corre­
spondent in Beijing reports.

China’s government has 
recently introduced legisla­
tion aimed at reducing the 
high number o f industrial ac­
cidents.

A t least seven people 
were injured in the blast that 
occurred at abc^t 4.00am lo­
cal tim e near the c ity  o f  
Shangrao, reports said.

Police at the scene said 
they could not confirm the

exact casualty figures be­
cause o f  the d estruc tion  
caused by the blast, which 
w as heard  up to two 
kilometres away.

“I can only tell you that it 
w as a sudden and u n ex ­
pected explosion,” Shangrao 
city official Huang Hailing 
told the AFP news agency.

Mr Huang said no survi­
vors were found on the bus 
which was “completely de­
stroyed” .

Police immediately closed 
the highway just outside of 
Shangrao to continue their 
investigation

N
ewspaper editor Abd 
al-Karim al-Khaiwani, 
who was sentenced to 
one year in jail last Septem­

ber after harshly criticising 
the Sanaa government, has 
draw n atten tion  from  the 
West.

Viewed by detractors as 
more o f  a politician than a 
newsman, al-Khaiwani is the 
only Yemeni journalist behind 
bars, and his case has not 
gone unnoticed.

US U ndersecretary  o f  
State for Global Affairs Paula 
J. Dobriansky said she had 
ra ised  the issue w ith her 
Yemeni hosts during a visit to 
Sanaa last month.

A Sanaa-based diplomat 
who requested anonym ity 
said: “These things are not 
good for a country’s reputa­
tion. O f course, he should be

Yemeni j ournalist 
languishes in jail
nut

Leban'on: Hezbollah rejects call to disarm
H

ezbollah’s leader has 
said it will keep its 
weapons, despite 
pressure from US President 

George W Bush to disarm.
Sheikh Hassan Nasrallah 

said the group, a powerful pro- 
Syrian political and military 
m ovem ent in Lebanon, 
needed to protect the coun­
try from Israel.

President Bush had said 
on Tuesday that Hezbollah 
could “prove” they were not 
a terrorist group by laying 
down weapons.

Meanwhile, Syria’s intel­
ligence agents have left their 
headquarters in Beirut, as part 
o f  a phased .S yrian  w ith­
drawal.

Speaking in' a televised

debate, Mr Nasrallah insisted 
H ezbollah would remain 
armed in the face of US de­
mands and despite Syria’s 
pull-back under international 
pressure.

“ I ’m holding on to the 
weapons of the resistance be­
cause f  think the resistance ... 
is the best formula to protect 
Lebanon and to deter any Is­
raeli aggression,” Reuters 
news agency quotes him as 
saying.

Mr N asrallah said the 
group’s arms would not be 
used domestically but only 
against Israeli forces.

Hezbollah mustered wide­
spread support at a rally in 
Beirut last week

His statem ent followed

comments made by Mr Bush 
after meeting Jordan’s King 
Abdullah II in Washington on 
Tuesday.

“I would hope that 
Hezbollah would prove that 
they’re not [terrorists] by lay­
ing down arms and not threat­
ening peace,” Mr Bush said.

Mr Bush later quashed 
suggestions he had left the 
door open for the group to 
play a political role in Beirut.

“Hezbollah is on the ter­
rorist list for a reason and re­
mains on the terrorist list for 
a reason. Our position’s not 
changed on Hezbollah,” he 
said.

The movement has been 
on the US state department’s

list of terrorist organisations j 
for years, with Washington 
accusing it of sponsoring Pal- j 
estinian attacks against Israel.

Last year, a UN resolution, 
backed by the US, called for 
Lebanon’s militias to disarm.

H ezbollah, which has 
thousands of armed fighters 
and holds 12 seats in 
Lebanon’s parliament, dem­
onstrated its strength with a 
mass pro-Syria rally in Beirut j 
last week.

Meanwhile Syrian intelli­
gence agents loaded trucks | 
with office equipment as they 
pulled out of their headquar- j 
ters in B eirut’s Ramlet al- 
Baida district and branches in j 
other towns on Wednesday, j

out.
Al-Khaiwani, who edits 

the opposition  w eekly Al- 
Shqra, was given the one-year 
jail sentence in early Septem­
ber on grounds o f inciting vio­
lence, defaming President Ali 
Abd Allah S&lah and publish­
ing false pews.

His case is linked to an 
armed rebellion waged by Zaidi 
preacher Shaikh Husain Badr 
Uddin al-Huthi in northwest 
Yemen last year.

The Zaidi group is a mod­
erate Shia Muslim sect domi­
nant in northwest Yemen but 
in the minority in the mainly 
Sunni country.

The Yemeni government 
announced on 10 September 
that the army had killed al- 
Huthi, nearly three months af­
ter he started a rebellion in the 
mountainous northwest, near 
the border with Saudi Arabia,

Abd al-Karim al-Khaiwani

triggering clashes that left 
more than 400 people dead.

Al-Khaiwani, a member of 
the Zaidi group, defended al- 
Huthi throughout the conflict 
and was bitterly critical o f  the 
government’s handling o f  the 
rebellion.

He went so far as to lash 
out at the family o f the Yemeni 
president, which is normally 
unthinkable in an Arab coun­
try.

Al-Khaiwani was hauled 
away and re-em erged in a 
Sanaa prison a few days later, 
where he remains.

He reportedly was recently 
attacked by another inmate. !

“To this day, the appeal 
court has not made a deci­
sion,” said Rahma Ali Hugira, 
a 28-year-old journalist who 
founded the Yemen Female 
Media Forum to promote the 
rights o f women journalists in 
Yemen.

“ They d o n ’t have the 
right to put him in jail” before 
the appeal court has has its 
say, she added.

“T hey d o n ’t have the 
right to put him in jail,” she 
continued.

But the court seems in no 
hurry to rule. A verdict that 
had been expected on 2 March 
w as p ostponed  u n til 22 
March when the court presi­
dent ordered the public to va­
cate the place minutes after the 
session began.

ALHAJI DIKKO UMAR RADDA, 
Chairman Charanchi Local Government, 

Katsina State

9-Ceartu Cheers

ENGR BALAALMU BANYE/7VSE 
Hon. Commissioner o f  Works, Housing and Transport 

Katsina State

The Chairman Charanchi Local Government, Alhaji Dikko Umar Radda, on behalf o f himself 
Councillors and the entire people o f the local government, heartily rejoice with Engr. BalaAlmu Banye, 

Hon. Commissioner o f Works, Housing and Transport for his double honour. 
Fellowship o f  the Nigeria Society o f Engineers (FNIS) by the Nigeria Society o f  Engineers (NSE) and 

Distinguished and Exemplary leadership Award by Everyday Newspaper Abuja. 
Charanchi people are proud o f your achievement and wish you more grease to your elbow.

SIGNED: ALHAJI DIKKO UMAR RADDA, 
Chairman Charanchi Local Government, Katsina state.
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Dismay over 
Wolfowitz’s nomination 

to head World Bank
T

here has been a cool 
response to President 
Bush’s nomination o f 
Paul Wolfowitz to be the next 

head o f  the World Bank, a key 
development agency.

Mr. Wolfowitz, 61, cur­
rently US Deputy Defence 
Secretary, has a reputation as 
a “neo-conservative” hawk 

j  and was a key architect o f  the 
Iraq war.

News o f  his Candidacy 
brought criticism  from aid 
agencies and faint praise from 
several European govern­
ment ministers.

M r Bush described Mr 
Wolfowitz as a “compassion­
ate, decent man”.

French and German min­
isters were guarded in their re­
action, while Sweden’s for­
eign minister said she was 
sceptical about the nomina­
tion.

French President Jacques 
Chirac “took note” o f  the 
nom ination , a spokesm an 
said.

But UK Foreign Secretary 
Jack  S traw  b acked  M r 
Wolfowitz, calling him “very 
d istinguished  and experi­
enced internationally” .

Japan’s Prime M inister 
Junichiro Koizumi also stood 
by  the n o m ina tion , h is 
spokesman said.

In an apparent sign that 
President Bush was alert to 
the sensitivity o f  the nomina­
tion, White House officials re­
vealed that he personally tel­
ephoned a string o f  world 
lead ers  to  d iscu ss  M r 
Wolfowitz’s candidacy.

In addition to Mr Chirac 
and Mr Koizumi, UK Prime 
Minister Tony Blair, German 
Chancellor Gerhard Schroeder 
and South African President 
Thabo M beki all received 
calls, the Associated Press 
reported.

Some World Bank staff 
and some m ember govern­
ments fear that Mr Wolfowitz 
- an advocate o f  the muscular 
spread o f  democracy - would 
use his position to change its 
focus from development aid 
to a wider political mission, the 
B B C 's  co rresp o n d en t re ­
ported from Washington.

The organisation, which 
has 184 members and is tradi­
tionally headed by an Ameri­
can, is responsible for lead­
ing global efforts to promote 
economic development and

reduce poverty.
Aid agencies and devel­

opment experts lined up to 
criticise the nomination.

A British-based campaign 
group, the World Develop­
ment Movement, described 
the nomination as a truly ter­
rifying appointment”.

Joseph S tig litz , N obel 
Prize winner and a former 
World Bank chief economist, 
said: “C hoosing the right 
general in the war against 
poverty will not assure vic­
tory, but choosing the wrong 
one su re ly  increases  the 
chances o f  failure.”

Greenpeace, ActionAid, 
and Oxfam were among other 
critics.

But W^jrld Bank critic 
Allan Meltzer, who chaired a 
US congressional committee 
on the bank in 2000, said Mr 
Wolfowitz was well qualified 
for the job.

“We don’t need a devel­
opm ent person, there  are 
plenty o f  people at the bank 
who do that,” Mr Meltzer told 
the BBC  News website.

“What the bank needs is 
focus: how many children are 
inoculated against measles 
every year? W hat have we 
done to bring water to the vil­
lages? Meltzer said.” .

Current World Bank presi­
dent James Wolfensohn will 
leave in June after 10 years, 
despite seeking re-appoint­
ment.

It is the second tim e 
within weeks that Mr Bush 
has appointed a hardliner to 
a key international post.

Earlier in March, he nomi­
nated U nder-Secretary  o f  
State John Bolton to be US 
am bassador to the U nited 
Nations - a body Mr Bolton 
has repeatedly derided.

Mr Wolfowitz must be for­
mally approved by the World 
Bank’s executive board.

US appointments to the 
World Bank presidency are 
usually unchallenged, as are 
European nom inations to 
lead the International Mon­
etary Fund.

The view in Washington 
is th a t the  W hite  H ouse 
would not have announced 
the president’s choice unless 
sufficient support had already 
been garnered behind the 
scenes, BBC  correspondent 
said.

US Deputy Defence Secretary, Mr. Paul Wolfowitz

EU postpones Croatia entry
E

,
1

I uropean Union foreign 
m in is te rs  have 

^postponed im m inent 
talks on Croatia’s EU entry 
because o f Zagreb’s failure to 
arrest a war crimes suspect.

Ministers want Croatia to 
co-operate fully with The 
Hague tribunal by handing 
over Gen Ante Gotovina.

Belgian Foreign Minister 
Karel de Gucht said an EU 
climbdown on Croatia would 
have weakened its power to 
make Serbia surrender key 
suspects.

No new date has been set 
for the talks, which would 
have begun yesterday.

But ministers said talks 
could start “as soon as the 
Council has established that 
Croatia is co-operating fully 
w ith  the  In te rn a tio n a l 
C rim inal Tribunal for the 
former Yugoslavia”.

O lli R ehn , the EU 
co m m iss io n er fo r
enlargement, made it clear 
that C roatian m em bership 
w as s till  v e ry  m uch a 
possibility.

“I want to underline that 
C ro a tia ’s fu ture is in the 
European family, Croatia is a 
candidate country, nothing 
has changed in that regard,” 
he said.

“Croatia has also made 
plenty o f  progress, lots o f 
progress, and I hope that the 
last stumbling block could be 
cleared soon. For its part, the 
European Union has today in 
the cou n c il adop ted  the 
negotiation framework, he 
added.”

Gen Gotovina is accused 
o f  murdering Serb civilians

Russia power boss survives attack
T he head o f  Russia’s 

s t a t e - c o n t r o l l e d  
electricity monopoly, 
A natoly Chubais, has 

survived an assassination  
attempt

Officials said unidentified 
gunmen opened fire on Mr 
C hubais’ car and also  
detonated an exp losive  
device as he was driven to 
his office in Moscow.

“Everything is okay with 
C h u b a is ,” M r C h u b a is ’ 
spokesm an  A ndrei
Trapeznikov to ld  Reuters  
news agency.

M r C hubais, a form er 
deputy prime minister, was 
in s tru m en ta l in R u ss ia ’s 
privatisation programme in 
the 1990s.

H e oversaw  the m uch 
criticised  sale o f  R ussia’s

n a tu ra l re so u rces  to  a 
selected group o f  Russian 
businessmen - the so-called 
oligarchs.

Mr Chubais, 49, also ran 
fo rm er P re s id e n t B oris 
Y e lts in ’s su ccessfu l re - 
election campaign in 1996.

He became the chairman 
o f Russia’s Unified Energy 
System (UES) in 1998.

during an operation to expel 
Serb forces from the Krajina 
region o f Croatia in 1995.

B efore  the m in is te rs ’ 
m eeting , UK F o re ig n  
Secretary Jack Straw  said 
Croatia’s failure to co-operate 
fully with prosecutors meant 
Zagreb could not start EU 
accession talks.

Only Austria, Hungary, 
Slovenia and Slovakia have 
supported starting talks as 
planned, arguing that Zagreb 
has m ade the  n ecessa ry  
econom ic  and  p o litic a l 
re fo rm s to  q u a lify  fo r 
membership talks.

Croatian Prime Minister 
Ivo Sanader expressed his 
d isap p o in tm en t at the  
ministers’ decision.

“I cannot but express my 
d issa tis fa c tio n  w ith  th is  
conclusion. Croatia deserves 
n eg o tia tio n s  as soon as 
p o s s ib le ,” he to ld  the 
European Parliament.

Earlier, he insisted it was 
not in his country’s power to 
deliver Gen Gotovina and 
said Croatia had fully co­
operated with the tribunal.

“A ccord ing  to  a ll our 
information, [Gen Gotovina] 
is not in Croatia. This is the 
only and full truth,” he said.

T he U N ’s c h ie f  
prosecutor Carla del Ponte 
had said C roatia  m ust do 
more to pursue Gen Gotovina.

M s D el P o n te ’s 
spokeswoman said: “There is 
no change in our assessment 
o f  co -o p era tio n . The 
a u th o ritie s  are  no t 
dem onstrating  the w ill to 
arrest Gotovina.”

The tr ib u n a l’s c h ie f  
p ro se c u to r has accused  
Z agreb  o f  sh ie ld in g  Gen 
Gotovina.

He is accused o f  crimes 
against hum anity during a 
1995 campaign to recapture 
land seized by Serb rebels 
a fte r  the b reak -u p  o f  
Yugoslavia.

H e faces charges o f  
killing 150 Serbs and expelling
150,000 o th ers  from  the 
Krajina region.

He is still -revered as a 
hero by some Croats.

Odd World

Two men walk six 
days non-stop

T
lwo men in St. Vincent walked for six days without 
sleep in a bid to set a world record for the longest 
nonstop hike, but Guinness World Records said 
Tuesday it won’t recognise the feat.

Horns blared as thousands greeted Earl Daniel and Joel 
Butcher when they entered Heritage Square in the capital 
Vlonday afthe end o f a walk that lasted 144 hours and seven 
minutes. They began on March 8 . It was not immediately 
clear how mftny miles they walked.

Monday was National Heroes Day in this former British 
:olony o f 117,000 residents and Prime M inister Ralph 
Gonsalves and opposition leader Arhnim Eustace joined 
them on the final 4 miles o f  their journey.

“We said we were going to do this, and we have done it 
and have made all o f St. Vincent and the Grenadines proud,” 
Daniel said.

Both men said they had been in contact with Guinness 
World Records Ltd. in London.

Guinness confirmed the men had contacted the company 
but said the category would not be recognised, because it is 
“impossible to compare” one person’s performance with 
another’s.

“Individuals often walk at different speeds” and “some 
individuals may choose a more demanding course” while 
“the time people take for necessary breaks may vary,” 
Guinness spokeswoman Laura McTurk said.

Daniel, 41, and Butcher, in his mid-30s, could not be 
immediately reached for comment since they were fast asleep, 
j  Scores of villagers took turns accompanying the pair, 
who were often soaked by rain as they walked across the 
country during sweltering days and chilly nights.

Both men stayed at a hospital M onday night as a 
precautionary measure and they were released Tuesday in 
good health.

It was not immediately possible to confirm that the current 
record is, as Daniel and Butcher said, five days and 10 hours.

Fat-measuring machines 
Installed in fuel stations

ingapore has installed fat-measuring machines at 
petrol stations and superm arkets as part o f  the 
government’s efforts to combat obesity in the city- 

Stafe, health officials said.
Slips o f paper generated from the computerised machines, 

which resemble step-on weighing scales, will indicate the 
user’s Body-Mass Index (BM I)— a weight-height ratio used 
is a benchmark for body fat.

“Along with the reading, the machines will also churn 
aut messages reminding the user to exercise, such as jogging 
for thirty minutes on a regular basis,” said a spokeswoman 
from the Health Promotion Board.

The machines, which are available free o f charge, will be 
situated around the island-nation till the end o f  the month.

The BMI checks are part o f  the Singapore government’s 
ingoing campaign to promote healthy living amongst its 
citizens. Other activities to be held throughout the year 
include health seminars and mass exercise sessions.

Singaporeans are taught to be fat-conscious as early as 
primary school. Students who fail to achieve prescribed BMI 
levels are made to undergo fat-busting exercise and diet 
regimes

Retirement home for aged call girls
prostitutes in downtown Mexico City, womens’

  groups are preparing a roomy retirement home to
c 65 o f  them off the streets.
Rejected by their families and stripped o f  much o f their 

namings by policemen and pimps, the elderly sex workers 
said they have no choice but to keep working, sometimes 
for less than $2 (1 pound) a day or just a plate o f  food.

I may have two or three clients a day but I can’t charge 
what the young ones do. Sometimes I just ask for food or a 
riotel room,” said Gloria Maria, a kindly faced woman o f 74 
who mostly sleeps outdoors in a grimy downtown food 
market.

Funds raised this week will go toward fixing the roof o f  a 
an elegant but crumbling 18th century building donated by 
the Mexico City government to serve as a retirement home 
for Gloria Maria and others.

Like many o f her co-workers, Gloria Maria was raped as 
i teenager and fell into prostitution soon afterward.

Prostitution is not legal in Mexico but sex workers are 
tolerated, along with the shoe shiners, orange juice vendors4 . « « « A1> . . ,

, creating
i grey economy that absorbs millions o f  unemployed.

While some o f these workers can put savings under the 
mattress for old age, or hope their children will support them.

Few are in touch with their families or children.
Other people pay taxes and can retire with a pension. 

We are exploited by society then thrown away when we get 
aid,” said one lithe young prostitute, with long blond hair 
and funky platform shoes.__________________ _
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Today’s flight schedule

Albarka Air
Lagos - Abuja 07:20 JPMorgan settles WorldCom suit for $2bn

r ~  *     ■  — ................
10:30

15:15
13:00

Abuja - Lagos 8:45a.m.

11:00
13:15

17:00
Maiduguri - Abuja 06:50
Abuja - Maid. 17:00
Lagos - Yola 1:00 p.m
Abuja - Yola 14:30
Yola - Abuja ' .15.30
Yola - Lagos 4:00 p.m
j - Chanchangi Airlines
Lagos - Abuja 8:15a.m. 

11:00a.m. 
12:10p.m. 

4:45p.m.
| Kaduna - Lagos 8:30a.m.
P/H - Lagos 9:00a.m.

' 4:30p.m.
A buja-K aduna 2:30p.m.
Kaduna - Abuja 1:30p.m.

IRS Airlines
CBQ - Abuja 8.00 a.m.:
Abuja - Lagos 9:45a.m.
Lagos - Kaduna 9:30a.m.
Kano - Lagos 7:30p.m.
J-agos - Kano 11:15a.m.i
Kaduna - Lagos 11:00a.m.
Lagos Abu. MM 2;30p.m.
ATsuja - MM 1:45p.m.
MM - Abuja 3:45p.m.
Abuja - Cal 5:15p.m.
Kano - Abuja 1:15p.m.
Abuja - Kano 2:30p.m.
Kano - Lagos 3:45p.m.
Lagos - Kano 6 :00p.m.

EAS Airlines
Lagos - Abuja 8:15p.m. 

11:45a.m. 
5:45p.m.

A buja-L agos 10:15a.m.

7:15p.m.
Lagos - Jos 11:45a.m.
Jos - Lagos 2:30pm.

Dasab Airlines
Auja - Lagos 8:30 a.m. 1
Lagos - PHC 10:30 a.m.
PHC - Lagos 12:30 a.m.
Lagos - Kano 2:30 p.m.
Kano - Lagos 4:30 p.m.
Lagos - Abuja 6:30pm.

A D C  A ir l in e
Lagos - Abuja 7:15 a.m. 

12:45 p.m.
Abuja - Lagos 8:55 a.m.
Lagos - Calabar 11 >15 a.m.
Calabar - Lagos 7:20 a.m.
P/H - Lagos 9:45 a.m.
Lagos-Sokoto 13:55 am
Sokoto-Lagos 11:55 am

M ost airlines operate the I

•PM organ C hase & 
Company on Wednesday 
agreed to pay $2 billion 

to Stettle a lawsuit accusing it 
o f  h id in g  risk s  from  
W orldCom  Inc. investors 
when the bank helped the 
company sell bonds.

The second US bank is the 
last major financial institution 
to se ttle  the c la ss-ac tio n  
lawsuit, which was filed on 
b e h a lf  o f  hund red s o f  
thousands o f  investors who 
bought WorldCom stock and 
bonds b efo re  the phone 
company sought bankruptcy 
protection in July 2002.

I f  all o f  the settlements are 
ap p roved , in v esto rs  w ill 
recover about $6 billion, the 
la rg est US secu ritie s  
settlement ever.

More than a dozen banks 
se ttled  th e ir  p a rts  o f  the

law su it th is  m onth . On 
Tuesday, a M anhattan jury  
convicted former WorldCom 
c h ie f  ex ecu tiv e  B ernard  
Ebbers o f  fraud, conspiracy 
and filing false documents 
with securities regulators in 
orchestrating an $11 billion 
accounting fraud. He faces 
up to 85 years in prison.

“ G iven  recen t
developm ents, we made a 
decision to settle rather than 
risk the uncertainty o f a trial,” 
JPMorgan Chief Executive, 
William Harrison said.

N ew  Y ork-based
JPMorgan expects to take a 
$900 m illion first-quarter 
p re tax  charge , o r $560 
million after taxes, for the 
settlement. Analysts polled 
by R euters E stim ates on 
average  ex p ec ted  the 
company to report a profit o f

71 cents per share. Last year, 
the company set aside $2.3 
billion for litigation related to 
WorldCom and Enron Corp.

“They needed  to  se ttle  
because the risk o f putting a 
case in fro n t o f  a ju ry  
ou tw eighed  the po ten tia l 
reward,” said Michael Nix, 
who helps invest $ 1.1 billion 
fo r G reenw ood  C ap ita l 
A sso c ia tes  LLC in 
Greenwood, South Carolina. 
“They could have said they 
had a good case, but Bemie 
Ebbers might have said that 
too.”

O nly C itig ro u p
Incorporated, which agreed 
last year to pay $2.58 billion, 
se ttled  fo r m ore. But 
JPM organ paid more on a 
p e rcen tag e  basis  than  
C itigroup, in light o f  the 
relative responsib ility  the 
banks had for WorldCom’s 
offerings.

US stock futures take a
hit on GM loss warnin
U .S. s^ock futures fell 

on W ednesday after 
General Motors Corp. 

warned o f  a quarterly loss on 
significant weakness in its 
North American operations, 
d ragging  dow n shares o f  
other carmakers.

The Detroit company said 
it expects a loss o f  about 
$ 1.50 a share, excluding any 
special items. Previously it 
had targeted breaking even or 
being profitable for the quar­
ter.

GM, a Dow component, 
fell 5 percent to $32 on the 
Inet electronic brokerage sys­
tem. It closed at $33.72 on the 
New York Stock Exchange on 
Tuesday.
 "This stock (GM) is down

early in the morning, and 
more people have yet to di­
gest the newts," said Robert 
Basel, managing director o f  
Citigroup Global Markets. 
"This will cause rotation from 
that group into other areas. So 
all in all, the market will be 
down, but not huge."

Rival Ford Motor Co. fell 
1.3 percent to $12.07 and 
DaimlerChrysler AG was 
down 1.8 percent at $45.28 
on Inet.

S&P 500 futures, which 
had been higher before the 
GM announcement, fell and 
were down 0.8 o f  a point, but 
still holding just above fair 
value accounting for interest I 
rates, dividends and time to 
expiration on the contract

TELL Communications. Limited
( W a i l I h  C re a tio n  A w a r e n e s s  S eries  )

Songhai Farm & Resort Centre,
Porto Novo, Republic of Benin

cfoct ta

A International Seminar On

O p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  W e a l t h
C r e a t io n  in  A g r ib u s in e s s

(W ith  E x cu rs io n  to Parakkou & S avalou)

T l

The Seminar is designed to equip participants 
with practical skills in the areas listed below:

The C oncept and Framework o f Integrated Farming 
The Techniques and Econom ics o f B iogas Production 

i  Production o f Organic Fertilizer* ft Animal F eeds

1 KSSSraSES^’,"“,u'“l "»

* Farm-wouse/Stracture C onstruction T echniques  
J  Mushroom Farming and Export Potentials
*  W satedns H oneybee K eeping and P ro cessin g
•* Fundam entals o f Fish Farming and Aquaculture

* tssgsksss^-Gr8sscuner-<*** and
,-W K ^ E

* Excursion Trip to  Savalou & Parakkou Farms

* Project Feasibility, Enquiries and Departures
« « * •  m>te <****< *W» module W  wffl aceammmietta

SO ta  e& u jlm t ho&kittty w i th  pu& rtiititi fit 
c e r t i f ie d  h a n k  c h e q u e  c a s h  to  TELL C o m m u n ic a t io n s  L td .
OK to: G u a ra n ty  T r u s t  B a n k  - A  C Xo: 2 1 1 7 4 0 1 5 2 4 1 1 0 .
UBA P ic  - ,4 C .Vo, 0 1 6 2 0 1 0 0 0 2 9 3 5 , o n  o r  b t fa r e  M a rc h  3 1. SOOS,

i l l

•* Aspiring Agribusiness Entrepreneurs & Financiers
> Retiring Civil Servants or Private Sector Executives 

•• *  “ *'ch"
s ta te  Com m issioners for Agriculture

>  Directors in the Federal Ministry of Agrlc.
L G  Chairmen/Supervisory Councillors for Agrlc  

* Head,Agrlc & Credit Dept of Com m ercial Banks

Covering;
TUItlon, Accommodation 
*  Feeding, Seminar
Matertel«7Souvonir, 
T ea/C offe«  & L u n ch  B reak s , 
E x c u rs io n  T rip e .
Transp o rta tio n  to & fro 
Pert® Notts net Inclu ded

Facilitators/Resource Persons
Seasoned Agric Technocrats from  Songhai 
Farm St Resort C e n tr e

Dejo Adebisi: Co-ordinator 
Tail Communications Ltd 
Plot 28 Kudirat Abiola Way Oregon, 
Ikeja, Lagos.
TEL :01-7747310,08022902578

O b a y e m l Q la d ip o
Acme Consulting Company 
Tel: 08033817805

on week days. I t  is not ju s t  another talk-show but a practical skiU-acquisition
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A v ia t io n

L-R : M r Wale Babalakin, Chairman, Stabilini Visiononi and Managing Director o f  the Federal Airports Authority o f  
Nigeria (FAAN), E n g in e e r  Mohammed Gambo Umar, while inspecting the reconstruction o f  the burnt terminal oj the 
Murtala Mohammed International Aifport, Lagos ...recently.

Tsunami: Nigeria to set 
up early warning systems

—  ■ " ' ■  '— ,1 i i *11 * -—. . — Ai 1 ,( fVin nmr\nf n T

N
igeria is at the moment 
on the verge o f  set­
ting a weather early 

warning system (WEWS) to 
(enable it prepare adequately 
in cases o f  dangerous disas­
ters similar to the tsunami that 
i inflicted heavy causalities in 
| southern Asia last year.

According to the director 
general and chief executive of 
N igerian  M eteo ro lo g ica l 
Agency (NIMET), Mr Liwhu 
A keh, the agency com m ­
enced  the  a c q u is itio n  o f  
advancfed bopp ler weather

From Shakirst Abdulmajeed,
Correspondent (Lagos)

radars to “m onitor natural 
disasters and storms before 
they occur,” adding that the 
equipm ent w ill also assist 
with relevant information for 
farmers in rural areas.

He added  th a t the 
European Union is assisting 
NIMET with meteorological 
second generation Satellite 
(•hrtind receiv ing  system , 
“which is being installed at 
the moment. After installing

the prototype, we will begin 
gradual replacement o f  the 
old  equ ipm ent under the 
second phase with the new 
ones in our weather stations,” 
he said.

Akeh added that NIMET 
engineers are undergoing 
training at the moment on 
how to operate and manage 
the new equipment.

He hinted further that the 
federa l governm en t has 
approved the sum of N240 
million, as part of the count­
erpart funding required to

N C A T rector seeks for corporation  
o f aviation stakeholders

T
he re c to r  o f  the 
N igerian College o f 
Aviation Technology 
(NCAT). Engineer Folashade 

Odutola has appealed to all 
corporate bodies and avia­
tion stakeholders to join in the 
concerted effort to return the 
(in stitu tion  back  to  its 
glorious days.

Engineer Odutola made 
(this call in Zaria last week at 
the graduation ceremony for 
aviation journalist who had 
undergone a one-week t r a ­
ining course in aviation.
| While acknowledging the 
im m ense su p p o rt o f  the 
federa l go v ern m en t, she 
noted that government could 
not do it alone as there were 
numerous competing dem- 
iands on its limited resources.

Engineer Odutola hinted

that the federal government 
has approved  substan tia l 
sum  for the c o lle g e ’s 
revitalisation. Adding that 
electricity problem, which has 
bedevilled the college for 
some time, will soon be a 
thing o f  the past as plans 
have been put in place to 
repair the generators at the 
institution. "

She further hinted that 
with the recent directive from 
the minister o f aviation, the 
college will be filled up with 

' modem infrastructure.
She disclosed that the 

college will introduce Several 
courses after the Easter break 
saying: “we are packaging 
ev e ry th in g , the m odern 
hostel renovation work has 
just began, due to the nature 
o f  the aviation industry, we

don’t expect much students 
we are appealing for spons­
orship o f students from state 
and local governments.”

She disclosed further that 
procurement o f a new radar 
for the school is included in 
the year 2005 budget adding 
that as Soon as funds are rele­
ased, a new one will be prov­
ided.

She stressed the need to 
give the school adequate 
publicity to attract students 
from different parts o f the 
country.

A total o f 36 aviation wri­
ters drawn from media organi­
sations across the country 
participated in a week-long 
aviation training course. 21 
participated in basic studies, 
nine in adv-ance and six in 
management studies.

facilitate the smooth take-off 
o f  the project.

Mr Akeh who is the vice 
president o f  the United Nati­
ons W orld M eteorological 
Organisation technical com­
mittee on agromet and natural 
d isaste rs  said  the o rg an ­
isation is meeting in Brazil in 
M arch to begin  assisting  
nations in putting Weather 
Early W arning Systems in 
various parts o f the world.

According to him, sinci 
the Tsunami efforts are being 
taken  by v a rious U n ite d  
N a tio n ’s In stitu tio n s and 
other international bodies to 
ensure that early w arning 
equipm ent are installed in 
various regions o f the world, 
Nigeria Emergency Manag­
ement Agency in Nigeria is 
also w orking hard on the 
subject.

The African Centre for 
Meteorological Application 
for Development (ACMAD), 
which is run by the United 
National Economic Commi­
ssion for Africa is also runn­
ing a project to assist African 
countries meet up with wea­
ther ch allenges fo r rural 
farmers.

By the end o f  2005, 
NIMET will be able to not 
only accurately predict wea­
ther, but also offer relevant 

| information relating to wea­
ther, environment, and water 
resources from all centres of 

I the world for aviation, marine 
j activities, agriculture, tourism 
I and education.

China’s first private 
airline airborne
¥ .

C
hina’s first private airline has taken to the skies 
ending the government monopoly on the rapidl 
growing civil aviation sector.

Okay Airlines made its maiden flight from Tianjin i 
north China to the central city o f Changsha on Friday.

The company has benefited from Beijing’s decision las 
m onth to expand opportunities for the private secto 
opening up previously closed sectors.

Okay Airlines is also bringing the era of discount trave 
to China.

Okay airlines operates the Tianj in-Changsha rout 
exclusively.

The airline is hoping to cash in on the boom in domest 
air travel.

Passenger trips inside China were up by almost 40° 
last year to 120 million.

The figure is expected to grow as increasing numbers 
travel both for business and pleasure.

Three other private carriers are waiting in the wings to 
begin operations, all o f them reportedly looking at low- 
cost travel.

There is a huge potential demand for discount flights 
but analysts have expressed doubts as to whether the 

I  aviation sector’s liberalisation will be comprehensive j  

enough to allow them to make a profit.

US airline faces 
Concorde inquiry

A French judge has placed Continental Airlines under 
ju d ic ia l investigation  in connection w ith the

^Z o n co rd e  crash that killed 113 people in 2000.
The airline is being investigated for “ involuntary 

homicide and injuries”.
It follows an official report in December which blamed 

the accident on a metal strip that fell o ff a Continental jet 
prior to the Concorde’s take-off.

Under French law, a judicial investigation is normally a 
first step towards possible criminal charges.

If  charges are brought and Continental found guilty, 
the US airline could face huge claims for damages.

A Continental lawyer denied the airline bore any 
responsibility.

“Our defence is that we did not commit any error,” said 
lawyer Olivier Metzner,

“In the course o f this process, we will do everything, 
provide all the missing elements o f this matter, to show 
that Continental Airlines is not responsible for the Concorde 
crash.

“The American authorities investigated the role o f 
Continental Airlines and concluded that Continental did 

I not commit any errors whatsoever in the case of Concorde’s 
crash.”

The Air France Concorde caught fire and crashed soon 
after take off from Paris’ Charles de Gaulle airpptt on ?5 
July. 2000. "

A French public prosecutor said in December that one 
o f  Concorde’s wheels burst after hitting a strip o f metal 
I that had fallen off a Continental DC-10 plane a few minutes 
earlier.

Fragments from the tyre then punctured the Concorde’s 
fuel tanks, causing the fire.

The public prosecutor said there was “a direct causal 
link” between the plane hitting the strip o f metal and the 
bursting o f one o f its tyres.

He also highlighted an ^important defect” in the design 
o f Concorde, saying its fuel tanks did not have sufficient 
protection from debris in the event o f  a burst tyre.

All Concorde jets - both Air France’s and those flown 
by British Airways - were grounded for more than a year 
following the crash, before being taken out o f  service for 
good m 2003.
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THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE r e p o r t  a s  a t  T h u r s d a y ,  m a r c h  r , 2005
COMPANY NAME NO OF DEALS QUOTATIONS) QUANTITY TRADED VALUE OF SHARES
AGRICULTURE/AGRO-ALLIED
LIVESTOCK FEEDS PLC. - 3 2.83 4,938 13,974 5 1
PRESCO PLC. 29 9.50 200,228 1,908,494.54 I
S ec to r Totals 32 205,166 1,922,469.08
AUTOMOBILE & TYRE
DUNLOP NIGERIA PLC. 17 1.75 57,888 101,788.54 1
INCAR NIGERIA APLC. 1 1.30 75 . 97.50 i |

R. T. BRISCOAE PLC. 41 4.00 220,405 895,399.00 ,
S ec to r Totals 59 278,368 997,285.04
BANKING * j J |

ACCESS BANK PLC 1 3.42 200 ,000 684,000.00
AFRIBANK NIGERIA PLC. 25 6.63 386,491 2,562,435.33 i |

COOPERATIVE BANK PLC. 1 1.92 500 960 .00
COOPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT BANK PLC. 1 0.75 500 375 .00  i
EIB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 2 2.26 25,771 58 ,242.46 i

FIRST BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 602 22.94 3,248,997 74,699,706.31 i g

FSB INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 36 1.38 582,758 804,206.04 i

GUARANTY TRUST BANK PLC. 234 9.91 2 ,073,119 20^656,147.38 I I

GULF BANK OF NIGERIA PLC 20 0.39 6,159,153 2,402,069.67
INTERNATIONAL MERCHANT BANK PLC. 22 0.54 1,118,342 604 ,814 .68  i f

INLAND BANK (NIGERIA) PLC. 84 * 1.73 28 ,215,104 47 ,304,150.42 1 1

INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC. 5 7.81 22,220 173,538.20
LION BANK OF NIGERIA PLC. 9 0.58 71,041 41,203.78
MANUFACTURERS BANK NIGERIA PLC. 6 1.09 422 ,500 460 ,525 .00
NAL BANK PLC. 2 2.80 299 837 .20  i l

OCEANIC BANK PLC 87 4.01 9 ,954,269 36,625,209 16 I

OMEGA BANK (NIGERIA) PLC. 19 1.40 378,886 511,646.10 ! |
STANDARD TRUST BANK PLC 13 7.41 38,876 288 ,071 .16  I g

TRANS INTERNATIONAL BANK PLC. 22 1.41 1,437,521 1,871,893.18 ;
UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA PLC. 17 10.00 50,907 509,070.00 I g

UNION BANK NIGERIA PLC. 358 18.50 2,960,035 54,861,480.67 I I  

71 ,360.00UNIVERSAL TRUST BANK PLC 3 0.71 100,500
WEMA BANK PLC. 8 3.93 231 ,596 910,172.28
ZENITH BANK PLC 193 13.10 1,865,807 24,298,600.84
S ec to r Totals 1,770 59,545,192 270,400,714.86
BREW ERIES
GUINNESS NIGERIA PLC. 224 76.00 997,941 75,877,539.12 '
NIGERIAN BREWERIES PLC. 403 33.77 1,201,133 40,590,705.34
S ecto r Totals 627 2,199,074 116,468,244.46
BUILDING MATERIALS «
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC. 95 23.00 358,019 8,257,009.37 : (
BENUE CEMENT COMPANY PLC. 3 4.20 45,645 191,709.00
CEMENT CO. OF NORTHERN NIG. PLC 5 5.71 410 ,200 2,410,740.00
WEST AFR. PORTLAND CEMENT CO. PLC. 1 I 10.35 94,347 976,491.45
S ec to r Totals 114 908,211 11,835,949.82
CHEM ICAL & PAINTS
BERGER PAINTS PLC. 12 4.80 40,758 200,350.00
CAP PLC. 4 6.19 33,709 209,605.75 ^
D. N. MEYER PLC. 4 4.38 31,901 142,344.60 i
NIGERIA-GERMAN CHEMICALS PLC. 4 3.60 43,032 156,841.70
S ec to r Totals 24 149,400 709,142.05
C ON GLOM ERATES r
A. G. LEVENTIS NIGERIA PLC. 1 0.95 10,545 10,017.75
C F A O NIGERIA PLC. 8 4.01 32,182 129,049.82
CHELLARAMS PLC. 1 1.71 1,019 1.742.49 :
JOHN HOLT PLC. 2 0.63 25,502 16,066 26
UNILEVER NIGERIA PLC. 141 15.10 897,283 13,481,046.84
P. Z. INDUSTRIES PLC. 93 10.84 434,885 4 ,895,488.22 t

S C O A NIGERIA PLC. 13 0.99 24,000 23 ,760 .00  i

U.A.C NIGERIA PLC. 165 14.17 2,879,228 40 ,798,660.76 I

U.T.C. NIGERIA PLC. 4 0.94 3,828 3,598 .32  S

S ec to r T otals 428 4,308,472 59 ,359 ,430 .46  j

CONSTRUCTION
COSTAIN (W.A.) PLC. 7 0.90 9,646 8 ,681 .40  1
G. CAPPA PLC. I 2.23 49 109.27 I

JULIUS BERGER NIGERIA PLC. 4 15.20 175,450 2,666 ,840 .00  1 1
S ec to r Totals 12 185,145 2 ,675,630.67 ;
ENGINEERING TECHNOLOGY
NIGERIAN WIRE AND CABLE PLC. 4 0.61 51,780 31 ,232 .40  i !
Sector Totals 4 51,780 31,232.4®  1 .
FOOD/BEVERAGES & TOBACCO ; 1

7-UP BOTTLING COMPANY PLC 19 22.81 30,874 704 ,015 .30  1 1
CADBURY NIGERIA PLC. 147 49.53 260 ,022 12,842,308.95 1
FLOUR MILLS NIGERIA PLC. 35 16.61 109,100 1,812,151.00 !
NIGERIA BOTTLING COMPANY PLC. 54 49.99 154,699 7 ,709,596.47 ! '
NESTLE FOODS NIGERIA PLC. 86 141.00 162,157 22 ,721,895.44 i .
Sector Totals 341 716 ,852 45 ,789 ,967 .16  j
HEALTHCARE
EKOCORP PLC. ■* 11 0.89 153,450 144,182.06 I |
EVANS MEDICAL PLC. 11 2.85 36,107 106,946.00 1 ,
MAY & BAKER NIGERIA PLC. 3 4.54 28,602 131,601.04 ! 1
MORISON INDUSTRIES PLC. 2 1.08 631 6 8 1 .48  !

NEIMETH INTERNATIONAL PHARM. PLC. 14 3.07 191,449 587,878.51 h
GLAXOSMITHKLINE CONSUMER NIG. PLC 20 8.15 290,245 2 ,380 ,016 .50  !
Sector Totals 61 700 ,484 3 ,351 ,305 .59  j

INDUSTRIAL/DOMESTIC PRODUCTS : 1
FIRST ALUMINIUM NIGERIA PLC. 4 0.90 126,732 116,123.24 i

B.O.C. GASES PLC. 1 2.85 5,000 14,250.00 1
VITAFOAM NIGERIA PLC. 27 3.10 261,171 784 ,841 .60  []
VONO PRODUCTS PLC. 1 1.90 3,000 5 ,700 .00  !
Sector Totals 33 395 ,903 920 ,914 .84  j

INSURANCE
ACEN INSURANCE COMPANY PLC 1 0.60 300 180.00 ( ■
AIICO INSURANCE PLC. 9 1.78 90,139 156,686.30 I 1
BAICO INSURANCE PLC. 2 1.00 4,375 4 ,375 .00  1 1

CORNERSTONE INSURANCE CO. PLC. 6 1.33 833,241 1,108,210.53 1 i
LASACO ASSURANCE PLC. 3 0.73 50,000 37 ,400 .00  :
LAW UNION AND ROCK INSURANCE PLC. 1 1.14 13,000 14,820.00 !
N.E.M. INSURANCE CO. (NIG.) PLC. I 0.73 2,109 1,539.57 ! 1

NIGER INSURANCE CO. PLC. 2 2.99 610 1,823.90 1

ROYAL EXCHANGE ASSURANCE PLC. 16 2.89 842 ,230 2,363,461.21 !

STANDARD ALLIANCE INSURANCE 10 0.71 665 ,100 4 3 3 ,221 .00  s (
UNIC INSURANCE PLC. 5 0.86 16,477 14,170.22 !
WEST AFRICAN PROV. INS. COY. PLC. 9 2.40 59,869 144,720.00 i

S ec to r Totals 65 2 ,577,450 4 ,280,607.73 1 i

MANAGED FUNDS i i
C & I LEASING PLC. 12 1.40 177,770 248 ,678 .00  I 1
S ec to r Totals 12 177,770 248,678.00
PA CKAG ING
NAMPAK NIGERIA PLC 2 1.66 233 386 .78  ! !
BETA GLASS COMPANY PLC. 2 3.70 12,366 45 ,754 .20  I

POLY PRODUCTS (NIGERIA) PLC. - * 1 0.91 2,000 1,820.00 i 1

STUDIO PRESS (NIGERIA) PLC. 1 1.62 3,666 5 ,938 .92  !

S ec to r Totals 6 18,265 53 ,899 .90  j 1
PETROLEUM(MARKETING)
AFROIL PLC. 3 1 0.72 10,000 7 ,200 .00  1 1
AFRICAN j ’ETROLEUM PLC. 82 v ! 55.00 266,069 13,991,694.99 1

ETERNA OIL & GAS PLC. 10 ! 2.04 39,400 80 ,376 .00  1

MOBIL OIL NIGERIA PLC. ' 41 : 171.00 57,415 9 ,751,587.72 i

CONOIL PLC. 69 i 101.00 55,128 5 ,564,357.89 j '

TEXACO (NIGERIA) PLC. 50 I 162.75 203 ,650 31,423,500.11 i

TOTAL NIGERIA PLC 41 i 172.00 37,127 6 ,370,244.00 I

OANDO PLC. 141 j  86.50 321,708 - 28 ,240 ,218 .36  !
S ec to r Totals 437 990 ,497 95 ,429,179.07 j

REALESTATE
UACN PROPERTY DEVELOPMENT PLC. 32 1 8.50 254 ,819 2,156 ,334 .50  ! '
S ec to r T otals 32 254,819 2,156,334.50
TEXTILES
UNITED NIGERIA TEXTILES PLC. 10 I 1.90 100,302 192,597.96 1
Secto r T otals 10 100,302 192,597.96
O v era ll Totals 4,067 73,763,150 616 ,823,583.59

TOP 10 TRADESYESTERDAY

SYMBOL VOLUME VALUE TRADES
NB 1,201,133.00 40,590,705.34 403
TIB 1*,437,521.00 1,871,893.18 22
ZEN1THBANK 1,865,807.00 24,298,600.84 193
GUARANTY 2,073,119.00 20,656,147.38 234
UACN 2,879,228.00 40,798,660.76 165
UBN 2,960,035.00 54,861,480.67 358
FIRSTBANK * 3,248,997.00 74,699,706.31 602
GULFBANK 6,159,153.00 2,402,069.67 20
OCEANIC 9,954,269.00 36,625,209.16 87
INLANDBANK 28,215,104.00 47304,150.42 m

TOP 10 GAINERS
SklVBOL LASK1XKE YkSIERIMYMliJfcE CHANGE
TEXACO 155.00 16275 +7.75
AP 53.00 55.00 +200
NESTLE 139.00 141X10 +200
TOTAL 17120 17200 +0.80
CADBURY 48.85 49.53 -10.68
NBC 49.40 49.99 +059
OCEANIC 3.83 4.01 +0.18
LEVBROS 14.% 15.10 +0.14
ROYALEX 276 289 +0.13
VITAFOAM 3.00 3.10 +0.10

TOP 10 LOSERS 
SVMBQL iASTCLOSE YKSTERDAY’SOjO»: CHANGE
UNIPETROL 90.60 86.50 ^.10
MOBIL 174.00 171.00 -3.00
GUINNESS 77.00 76.00 -1.00
JBERGER 16.00 1520 -0.80
NB 3439 33.77 -0.62
PZ 1 0 9 1&84 -055
PRESCO 996 9J50 -0.46
OCNN 6.00 5.71 -029
GUARANTY 1020 9.91 -029
ASHAKACEM 2325 23J0O -025

Oil prices scale new 
highs, OPEC helpless

Oil prices scaled fresh highs on yesterday, forcing OPEC 
to consider a second output increase just a day after 
its deal to raise supplies failed to halt crude’s record- 
breaking advance.

US light crude broke above $57 for the first time, gaining 
56 cents by 0920 GMT to $57.03 a barrel. London’s Brent 
crude, benchmark for European imports, added 65 cents to a 
record $55.53 a barrel.

OPEC President Sheikh Ahmad al-Fahd al-Sabah said the 
exporters group might begin talks as early as next week over a 
second output rise if  prices do not ease.

The Organisation o f  the Petroleum Exporting Countries 
(OPEC) agreed on Wednesday to raise output by 500,000 
barrels per day with immediate effect.

The agreement allows the addition o f  a further 500,000 
bpd if  prices do not fall below $55 for US crude.

Sheikh Ahmad said any additional barrels could reach the 
market as early as April.

“If prices continue as they are now, then starting from 
next week we will start our discussions,” he told reporters in 
Isfahan, Iran where OPEC held its Wednesday meeting.

Investors from other asset classes have bought heavily 
into oil and commodities markets, driving US crude on average 
to $49.16 so far this year, up $7.70 from 2004’s average and $18 
higher than the mean for 2003.

“This market is fuelled by fears, not fundamentals,” said 
Deborah White o f  Societe Generale in a report.

Strong demand led by China and other emerging £sian  
economies is straining OPEC’s spare production capacity.

With its output already near a 25-year high, OPEC is 
stretched to meet rapidly rising demand, leaving investors 
betting that oil’s bull run has further to go.

“It’s not in our hands, prices are determined by the market,” 
said UAE Oil Minister Mohamed al-Hamli.

World oil consumption is expected to rise to 86.1 million 
bpd during the seasonal demand peak in the fourth quarter, 
up from 83.7 million bpd over the first nine months o f  2005, 
projections from the Paris-based International Energy Agency 
showed.

Oil’s latest charge higher came after US government data 
on Wednesday showed US’ gasoline stocks falling by 2.9 
million barrels, more than three times market expectations, due 
to strong demand and lower production at domestic refineries.

OPEC is not getting much help from non-cartel oil 
producers.

Norway, the world’s third-biggest crude oil exporter, said 
it had limited capacity to boost output. OPEC has urged big 
non-OPEC suppliers, also including Russia and Mexico, to
also raise production.
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to revive education
A

pparently worried by 
the downward trend 
in the nation’s educat­
ional sector, the managing 

director and Chief Executive 
|of First Bank o f Nigeria Pic, 
Mr Jacob M. Ajekigbe has 
pledge the bank’s assistance 
jto reverse  the dow nw ard 
trend.

Delivering a speech at the 
i awards ceremony to formally 
conclude the 2004, First Bank 
under graduate essay and 
sen io r secondary  schools 
quiz competition held at the 
Agip Hall, M uson Centre,

From Samson Ojo,
Correspondent (Lagos)

Lagos, the First Bank chief 
executive, stated  that for 
education to be given the 
prominence if  deserves* the 
private sector m ust assist 
government in creating an 
enabling environm ent for 
academic advancement.

C om m enting  on the 
objective o f  the First Bank 
annual undergraduate essay 
and senior secondary scho­
ols quiz com petition , M r 
Ajekigbe explained that it

Equity Bank honours staff
T

he Regional General 
Manager in charge o f 
public sector in the 
northern region in Equity 

Bank o f  N igeria Lim ited, 
Malam Mohammed Lawal Jari 
has emerged as the best staff 
o f  the bank in the year 2004.

Moh'd. Lawal Jari, GM Equity Bank
In a colourful ceremony 

held in Lagos, the regional 
general manager was pres­
ented as overall best staff of 
the bank, while 22 others 
were presented various with 
other awards.

A c ita tion  read o f  the 
general manager in absentia 
at the ceremony, which" was 
made available to Business 
Trust in Abuja shows that M. 
L. Jari holds both BSc and 
Masters’ Degree in Business 
Administration, and worked 
as a lecturer in Bayero Univ­
ersity Kano (BUK) as well as 
with the FITC, Yaba, ICON 
Limited and Africa Interna­
tional Bank Limited before

By Ahmed I.$hekarau,
Group Business Editor

joining Equity Bank as senior 
manager in October 2001.

According to a statement 
from Equity Bank, the hon­
ours and awards to its staff 
was aim ed at recognising 
those who “distinguished  
th e m se lv e s ,” th rough  
concrete contributions to its 
progress, to motivate them to 
work harder.

The parameter on which 
s ta ff  w ere judged  for the 
award, the statem ent said, 
includes commitment to duty, 
integrity and self discipline, 
attitude and responsiveness 
custom ers, e rror rate and 
deposit mobilisation.

Sources said M. L. Jari 
has won similar awards twice 
while at ICON Limited. “It 
may, therefore, not be surpr­
ising that he emerged tops 
among Equity Bank staff last 
year,” a source said.

Equity B^nk, which is a 
m em ber o f  the In te rc ­
ontinental Group (along with 
Intercontinental Bank Pic, 
Gateway Bank Pic and Global 
Bank Pic),it was incorporated 
in 1988 and has 40 branches 
and cash offices nationwide, 
with correspondence relatio­
nships with Deutsche Bank, 
New York and UBA New 
York.

I t ’s to ta l a sse t base 
stands at N23.7 billion while 
its shareholders’ funds grew 
from N 1.9 billion in 2002 to 
N2.3 billion in 2003.

S
om e in v esto rs have 
expressed confidence 
in the  a b ility  o f  
Chartered Bank to deliver on 

its p rom ise  o f  handsom e 
returns on their investment. 
Mr Oni Okanlawon, Water 
and Environment Scientist 
w ith the  N atio n a l W ater 
Resources Institute, Kaduna 
said he believes in the bank 
because o f its conservatism 
which has sustained it rather 
than the hype associated with 
-other players in the industry, 
a statement from the bank 
said.

W hile , re sp o n d in g  to 
enquiries about Chartered

Bank’s merger partners, Mr 
Moses Adedoyin, managing 
director o f  Chartered Bank 
said  th a t the d elay  in 
announcing the names was in 
line with tfie wishes o f  the 
other partners, assuring that 
Chartered Bank would retain 
its fran ch ise  in the  new  
group, He, therefore, called 
on all and sundry to invest in 
the bank’s share.

The bank is offering for 
subscription, 2.49 m illion 
ordinary shares o f 50 kobo 
each at N3.40, a discount o f 
50 kobo p er share on its 
current market price of N3.90 
kobo. The offer will close on 
March 21.

was aim ed at stim ulating  
intellectual research in topical 
issues o f national relevance 
among the undergraduates 
w ho are  the  lead ers  o f  
tomorrow.

Said he: “the competition 
in a way, g ives them  an 
opportunity to have a say on 
national issues and it enco­
urages their involvement in 
the quest for a better society 
through intellectual disco­
urse rather through street 
protests.”

On the choice o f the topic 
for the bank’s 2004 underg­
raduate essay com petition 
“Nigeria’s Banking System 
and the challenges o f  the 
National Economic Empo­
werment and Development 
Strategy (NEEDS), the First 
Bank CEO explained that the 
choice w as based  on the 
b a n k ’s b e liev e  th a t “our 
youths should be involved in 
the discourse.”

Miss Oluyemisi Aina, of 
the  O bafem i A w olow o 
University, Ife, O sun' state, 
emerged the winner, while Mr 
Tochukwu Onyido and Mr 
Goodwin Agada emerged the 
first and second runners-up 
respectively.

The Finance Minister, Mrs Ngozi Okonjo-Irveala (right) and Dr Oby Ezekwesili at the 
commissioning ceremony o f  the National Emergency M anagement A gency’s Mission 
Control Centre held in Abuja ...recently. Pix Joe Oroye.

Prudent Bank goes to the market
irudent Bank Pic has 
announced  p lans to 
o ffer 5 ,000 ,000 ,000  

ordinary shares o f  50 kobo 
each at N2.00 per share for 
subscription by the general 
public. This resolution was 
finalised at the completion 
board meeting o f the bank 
which was held on March 15, 
2005 at the Oceanview resta-

University appoints Intercontinental 
Bank to sell admission forms

In vestors endorse  
C hartered  B a n k ’s offer

Redeem er’s university 
has appointed interc­
ontinental Bank Pic to 

sell its admission forms for the 
2005/2006 academic year.

The forms which sell for 
N4,000, are obtainable in all 
the 60 branches o f the bank 
nationwide. The sale is expe­
cted to be concluded on April 
15,2005.

According to a statement 
by Mr Emeka Anaeto, the 
bank’s head corporate affairs, 
Intercontinental Bank was 
chosen among the few banks 
to sell the redeemer’s univ­
ersity admission forms given 
its strong retail service netw­
ork as well as proven compe­
tence in similar exercise for 
other exam inations bodies 
such as the Joint Admissions 
and M atricu la tio n  B oard 
(JAMB), West African Exam­
inations Council (WAEC) 
and National Examinations 
Council (NECO).

W ith a netw ork  o f  60 
branches a deposit base o f 
N56 billion and an asset base 
o f  over N71 billion, Interc­
ontinental Bank is involved

in the collection o f Customs 
Duties and VAT for the federal 
governm ent, public utility  
bills and levies for some state 
governments as well as levies 
on b eh a lf  o f  governm ent 
parastatals such as NEPA, 
NITEL among others.

urant, Adetokunbo Ademola 
Street, Victoria Island, Lagos.

According to a release 
from the bank, the offer, which 
opens on M arch 21 and 
closes on April 20, 2005, is 
being undertaken to raise 
N 10 billion as part o f efforts 
to meet the CBN minimum 
capital requirements o f N25 
billion.

The net proceeds will be 
u tilised  in upgrad ing  the 
b an k ’s IT and autom ated 
teller machine infrastructure, 
branch expansion, human 
capital development, and the 
development o f  the bank’s 
working capital.

Prudent Bank Pic was 
originally  incorporated as 
P ru d en t M erchan t Bank 
Limited in December 1989 and

commenced merchant ban­
king operations in June 1990. 
It operated as a m erchant 
bank for 10 years until 2000, 
when it secured a commercial 
banking license and comm­
enced operation as a one- 
branch com m ercial bank. 
Today the bank has 36 
branches in major cities in 
Nigeria.

The bank’s total asset, 
w hich stood at about N 1 
billion in 2000, grew to N25.9 
billion in the financial year 
ended 2003. In the same four- 
year period, profit after tax 
grew from a little over 31 
m illion to 610 m illion by 
financial year 2003. The bank 
has forecast a dividend per 
share o f  7 kobo in 2006 and 
15 kobo in 2007.

NATIONAL TRUCKS MANUFACTURERS 
LIMITED, KANO

CHALLENGING JOB OPPORTUNITIES
We are one of Ihe largest M anufacturers and  assemblers of commercial vehicles in Nigeria based in 
Kano. To support, implement and  execute ou r increasing business plans, we invite applications from 
suitable qualified experienced, dynam ic and  result oriented professional for em ployment in our auto 
assembly plan as

“SENIOR MANAGER/MANAGER SALES” 4 Vacancies
Prospective candidates for this position must possess a  Minimum qualification of HND in Business 
Administration from a recognized Institution. A minimum of 10 to 15 Years of proven and 
dem onstrated experience and  skill in sales of autom obiles in Nigeria is mandatory. Ability to organize 
and  m anage a  formidable network of distributors of Com pany's products in all the State of the 
Federation is highly essential. To be based in Kano. Salary com m ensurate with experience.

SECRETARY TO GENERAL MANAGER MARKETING 3 Vacancies 
Minimum qualification HND in Secretarial Studies from a recognized institution with at least 5  Years 
experience as secretary with senior staff officer in a  reputable organization.

Interested candidates should forward their hand written application with CV; by hand or by post, with 
the envelope clearly marked “CONFIDENTIAL’ on the top  right hand corner within one week from 
the date of publication of this advertisem ent to be addressed to: *

MANAGER ADMINISTRATION 
NATIONAL TRUCKS MANUFACTURERS LTD 

KM 11, ZARIA ROAD, P. 0. BOX 6418, KANO

Charles Soludo, CBN Governor

B u s i n e s s  T r u s t
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THESENATE
OF THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA

PUBLIC HEARING AND CALL FOR MEMORANDA BY 
SENATE COMMITTEE ON BANKING, INSURANCE AND 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS 
ON

A Bill for an Act to amend the Nigeria Deposit Insurance Corporation (NDIO
Decree No. 22 of 1988 and for matters connected therewith.

«

VENUE: SENATE HEARING ROOM 1

DATE: MONDAY 21ST MARCH, 2005
*

TIME: 10.00AM

_  j  . j  1  j  "1 ^  •  # communities, Banks and Financial Institutions 
etc, that have interest and inputs in the Bill are kindly requested to send their 
Memoranda and/or appear before the Committee during its sitting.

Please send all Memoranda in 12 copies to:James idenyi, Secretary Senate 
Committee on Banking, Insurance and Financial Institutions 
Senate Committee Room 10,
National Assembly Complex,
Three Arms Zone, P.M.B. 141, Garki,
Abuja.     - ...........| . l | | |
Tel: 0803-786-2539

NOTE:

^submissions. should reach the above address on or before Monday 21st March,

Signed
Senator Ambuno Zik Sunday 

Committee Chairman



Professor Tijani B ande was serving as the director-general f o r  th e A frican Centre  
in M orocco when h e su d d y ily  realised  tha t he had m issed the classroom  fo r  a lm ost 
fo u r  and a h a lf  years. O ne y e a r  before the expiration o f  his f ir s t  tenure, he m ade a 
quick decision to return to the shores o f  the Usman D anfodiyo University where he  
is used to. Soon after his return, the sea t o f  the vice chancellor becam e vacant and  
as destiny w ould have it, he becam e the “num ero u n o ” or “f ir s t  am ong equals. 
Professor B ande has in the last one y e a r  being serving as the vice chancellor o f  the  
D anfodiyo University. A fter  severa l w eeks o f  rescheduling o f  this in terview  with  
him, h e f in a lly  decided to share his precitfUs one an d  a h a lf  hours with the duo o f  
A m inu M oham m ed, our Sokoto R egional Editor, an d  A bdu lfatai Abdulsalam i, our 
correspondent. H e ta lked on his fou r-year stay in M orocco, state o f  N igerian uni­
versities, the on-going national conference and a lo t more. Excerpts:

I f ^ j i r  we would lik»you to head the research department
j b riefly  te ll us about in the centre for a short period

your career in this uni- and that was how I became an
i versity? acting director general for one

In fact, I do not know what year and th e rea fte r I was
| to say other than the fact that I elected to the office of the di-
| have been a teacher in this rector general. I left a year to
I university and currently have the end of my first tenure be-
| the privilege of being the vice cause I wanted to come back
! chancellor. In short, I have and cdhtinue with what I like
! been a teacher all through here doing best, teaching. As I said
j and in other universities. How- earlier, the two are interrelated
I ever, I once found myself out- but you see the African centre
I side the shores of the univer- is much more occupied with
I sity for about four years and public administration. It is a
I three months when I left for an centre which works with other
I international assignment. world agencies such as the
j You said you left the shores United Nations Organisation
| o f  the university fo r an inter- (UNO).
national assignment, what It is almost a year now 

: was that assignment? since you came back and took
I have the privilege of serv- over as the vice chancellor o f

I ing as the Director-General o f the Usman Danfodiyo Univer-
\ the premier centre concerned sity, what are the changes you

•  \ with the board o f governance met?
\ in public administration in the Well, I found what I left, a 
j African continent established university that is devoted to
in 1964. It is funded by African serious studies inwall fields.

| governments and by the time I Basically, there ajre improve-
left there were officially 37 Af- ments. In fact, I was impressed
rican states which were mem- when I came back from Mo-

| bers of the board. The board is rocco to see a lot o f new build-
i composed of ministers with the ings and the academic stand-
j responsibility ,of public serv- ard was okay. I was impressed
i ice and economic development to find out that a new faculty
I of member countries. In fact, was established.
I in some countries the prime My focus is on leading this
j m inisters or the vice presi- university to be a leading cen-
dents represent their countries tre of learning in Nigeria. It is

i on the board. It is a very im- going to be challenging but
portant centre and Nigeria has with the kind of support 1 am

I played a very important role in 
jits establishm ent, develop- 
| merit and growth.

I should also say that I am 
the second Nigerian to head 

; that centre. The first Nigerian 
! to head the centre later became 

’ ;an ambassador to Argentina.
He did extremely well during 

; his tenure and when I took over 
i from him, what I did was to ex- 
| tend what he had done. In fact 
| only the head of service of the 
I federation can assess what we 
| have done on behalf of Nigeria 
during our tenures. I served 

j there as I said earlier for four 
i years and three months before 
I leaving to take up my present 
appointment.

F or som eone who has 
\been a teacher all his life, 
i what was it like when you took 
the job at the African centre 
in Morocco?

Well, it was not some thing 
j extremely different to me as a 
teacher because it is a research 

I centre and you know teaching 
is about research and more re­
search. In fact 1 was invited to "My focus is on leading LDL'S to

getting, I believe we can make 
it.

You earlier said you left 
the job o f  the director general 
at the African centre a year 
before the expiration o f  your 
first tenure. Were you recalled 
by the university to take the 
job  o f  the VC or you applied 
fo r it?

Remember I told you ear­
lier I am a teacher all through 
and I am committed to it. The 
job of a VC is not what really 
attracted me but you see hav­
ing served the centre for four 
years and three months I felt I 
have done a lot to improve the 
centre and I Should allow oth­
ers io judge me. You see, I am 
sure the four years and some 
few months I have been there 
are very memorable in the his­
tory of the centre. I believe I 
have been able to achieve what 
if any, very few of my pred­
ecessors had been able to 
achieve within the short time I 
was there. I left for the centre 
as a teacher and I did not want 
to stay longer than necessary 
before coming back so I have 
to make a decision sooner or 
later which I did. And you see, 
the job of a vice chancellorship 
is not a do or die issue. In fact, 
whoever emerged as a VC at 
that time would have been my 
friend? I have been here since 
July 1998 and you can see who­
ever had emerged would have

been a friend. It i§ not an issue 
o f competition but service and 
I offered myself for that serv­
ice, therefore whether I am a 
vice chancellor or not I would 
still serve the university.

You see a university is part 
o f the process of a nation build­
ing and that is the kind of serv­
ice I am here to offer, to build 
the university and the nation. 
A lot o f people had wanted me 
to come but it was a decision I 
finally made myself, to come 
back home and help in the proc­
ess o f building this university 
to achieve academic excellence.

I believe the election that 
led to your appointment was 
not different from others con­
ducted in sister universities or 
was it free from  intricacies, 
intrigues and other unevent­
fu l happenings?

It wasn’t different but as I 
told you earlier it was not a do 
or die affair. We had many peo­
ple who were qualified and 
each of them would do a better 
job if  given the opportunity. 
H ow ever, a fter all the 
politickings, the most impor­
tant thing for me is to regard 
every group as a vital compo­
nent o f the institution to work 
collectively for the progress of 
our dear university. The ap­
pointment is just a five year job 
and after I finish serving my 
tenure I would still go back to 
the classroom as a teacher. It 
is just a matter of time. You see 
people see the position of a 
vice chancellor different from 
the outside but if you are in 
the system it is just like any 
other job. From the outside, 
people take it to be a position 
o f power but you see it is a 
very very difficult job. Stu­
dents have their own problems 
and you have the academid 
and non academic staff with 
their challenges too. One has 
to provide their needs in terms 
o f facilities, classrooms, hos­

tels, laboratories, research ma­
terials and so many things 
other.

Tl>e vicp chancellor is not 
above the board, he is simply 
a member of the senate and 
ASUU. You cannot have your 
way just because you are a 
vice chancellor.

How did you receive the 
news o f  your appointment as 
the vice chancellor o f  Usman 
Danfodiyo University?

Well, let me correct an im­
pression, a vice chancellor is 
not an administrator. He is the 
head of the academic and ad­
ministrative divisions o f the 
university and his first duty is 
that o f a teacher. Make no mis­
take; no vice chancellor would 
continue to maintain his re­
spect as a teacher if he sees 
himself as a bureaucrat. Even 
though a vice chancellor may 
not have the privilege to teach 
as many courses as he had 
done in the past, he cannot be 
removed from the task o f a 
teacher. He would however 
continue to be an administra­
tor because that has to be 
done. But the part of adminis­
tration is assisted by the reg­
istry, which is a very strong 
component of the university. 
In short, a vice chancellor has 
to focus his attention on both 
the administrative and aca­
demic quality of the institution. 
A vice chancellor would have 
to continue to be who he is as 
a professor in his department 
and the entire university. It is a 
matter of striking a balance?

From your explanation it 
appears you are still teach­
ing?

I have to because it is a part 
o f  me. We have many vice 
chancellors in N igeria who 
teach and it is very encourag­
ing to hear that here at the 
Danfadiyo University we have 
some of our former vice chan­
cellors back w ith us busy*

Professor Bande stressing a point at

teaching in their various de­
partment^. The essence is to 
keep you abreast o f contem­
porary issues as a teacher.
• How are you coping in the 

area o f  funding?
You see, it has been im­

proving gradually in the last 
few years. The government is 
now showing a\o t of concern. 
There were times projects have 
to be abandoned half way but 
all that is now becoming his­
tory. A university needs a lot 
of money to keep it excelling 
and with the involvement of 
individuals now in assisting 
educational institution's things 
are improving.

Again, the governments of 
Sokoto,' Kebbi, Zamfara and 
Katsina states, wliich are our 
catchments areas, are giving us 
tremendous support and some 
individuals have even erected 
buildings for us which is very 
encouraging. It is very impor­
tant for universities to gener­
ate more money so that they 
becom e less dependent on 
government but it has to be 
understood that universities 
cannot be, and should not be, 
revenue generating outfits 
even though they cannot be 
fully dependent on govern­
ment.

Universities should first
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and foremost be concerned 
with the quality o f their stu-" 
dents above any other thing 
and this is what we always try 
to do here at Danfodiyo. Even 
though we receive much less 
than we need the focus should 

I be on the quality of our stu­
dents. Briefly, we use what we 

I have judiciously by making 
sure that we focus on our pri- 

| orities.
From the above, it means 

I university autonomy is not 
I possible because government 
|  cannot continue to fund what 
I it has no absolute control 
Iover?

Wdll, you see there is a lot 
I of confusion concerning au- 
Itonomy. We cannot say be- 
I cause some countries are do­
ling it and so we must also do 
|  the same but rather we should . 
find out the history o f educa­

tio n  in this country before ar- 
Iriving at a conclusion. I think 
[universities are now doing bet- 
Iter than before and I think a 
■university should focus on 
Inational development rather 
Ithan on revenue generation. 
IWhen you start doing that you 
■derail. Whatever we do should 
|b e  connected to the idea o f 

qualitative education which is 
accessible. So I think given the 
situation now and the history

of education in the country we 
should try to m aintain the 
standard and not advocating 
for what we should not be able 
to maintain. ,

What is your view on pri­
vate universities?

Well, I think there is noth­
ing wrong with the emergence

of these private universities 
One, they are established by 
law so they are quite in order. 
They go through the due proc­
ess before they are estab­
lished. So I think their emer­
gence is healthy because they 
will put public universities on 
their toes. There is now a 
choice for the candidate to ei­
ther go to public or private 
un iversities depending on 
what you can pay or afford to. 
The only thing however is to 
ensure through the National 
U niversities  C om m ission 
(NUC) that standard is main­
tained. The standard for both 
public and private universities 
should be regulated by the 
NUC. So I think we should 
welcome the emergence of pri­
vate and state universities be­
cause they ease pressure off 
the public universities.

The questions is not 
whether we have too many 
universities but the most im­
portant thing is to guarantee 
appropriate standard, once the 
private and state universities 
meet the standard, then what 
is more than for them to be part 
o f the national development. 
What we should look for is 
quality so that anywhere within 
the African region Nigerian 
graduates can go and prove 
themselves. I would like to see 
Nigerian graduates going to 
Ghana to excel. By and large I 
think we should strive to make 
our education standard not 
only for the Nigerian market but 
the international market as well.

The Danfodiyo University 
would soon be 30 years old 
and we still have the perma­
nent site not fu lly developed, 
what is causing the delay?

Well, I think the point is 
this. You see, this is the per­
manent site and it is simply one 
of the campuses. It is no longer 
an issue that other places are 
temporary. So I think this con­
cept should be clear to every­

body. The idea is, by the time 
we develop this campus fully 
there may be congestion be­
cause already there is conges­
tion at the city campus which 
is no longer a temporary site. 
Already, we share space with

today we have some of the best 
graduates in the continent. So, 
you see, I think there is the 
need for us to establish an en­
gineering faculty going by glo­
bal trend now where the whole 
world has become a villageJ ............ ”  w w m e  a v i l lage

the teaching hospital which we with the help of technology. In 
use in the training of our stu- * fact, there is a lot o f concern
dents. So, we have locations 
here and there which we can­
not call temporary. We have 
always made it clear to every 
visitor here that we did not start 
like other universities, which 
started with campuses owned 
by others. We started afresh.

We now have few build­
ings springing up. In the 2004 
appropriation act, about N250 
million was budgeted for the 
construction o f a library and 
this is a major milestone in the 
h istory  o f this institu tion. 
Again, this year, we are assured 
of funds to build our faculty of 
pharmaceutical sciences. We 
also have a programme o f es­
tablishing a laboratory science 
in conjunction with the teach­
ing hospital. So these are ar­
eas where there has been im­
provement. The faculty of so­
cial sciences would have a 
budget o f its own while some 
faculties have their buildings 
almost completed. In fact, we 
have almost all the needed fa­
cilities and in the next three or 
four years we will have an en­
gineering faculty. With the 
speed the governm ent ap­
proves budgets for capital 
projects for universities, I think 
in the next 10 years you are 
likely to see a different and 
much improved Danfodoyo 
University.

You were not specific on 
the engineering faculty when 
you said in the next three or 
four years why wait up to that 
time?

You see we do not want to 
rush and start something we 
cannot finish. Our faculty of 
medicine started gradually and

and already the governments 
of Sokoto, Kebbi, Zamfara and 
Katsina have seen to that ne­
cessity. There are many di­
plom a holders in physics, 
mathematics and other sci­
ences who would do better in 
engineering. Again, there are 
diploma holders in electrical, 
mechanical and civil engineer­
ing who need to further their 
education but could not do so. 
A lready, u n iversities like 
Bauchi, Kano and ABU Zaria 
are producing but he want to 
complement their efforts to 
ease off the pressure so that 
those who fall w ithin our 
catchment areas can also have 
a place to study.

One major problem in our 
universities today is cultism. 
How is it here?

We have told everybody in 
black and white. This problem 
o f cultism is always part o f 
what vice chancellors discuss 
when they meet either with the 
minister o f education or the 
NUC. However, the truth is, we 
don’t have cultism in this uni­
versity and I will say it loud. 
We thank God for this but we 
are not resting on our oars. We 
are always in touch with the 
security agencies to assist us 
and anytime we suspect some­
thing we let them know in time. 
We must ensure that cultists 
do not penetrate into our sys­
tem. You see, a university is an 
open system, a place where 
knowledge is shared but when 
you have so many people in 
one place like that anything 
can happen. For now, I assure 
you we have no room for cult­
ists. What we do here is to train

Universities should strive to maintain standard and focus on national development. "
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people to face the national 
challenge and not to be ban­
dits. So I advise students that 
cultism is harmful not only to 
themselves but the university 
and the nation. I know it is a 
big battle because in some uni­
versities vice chancellors and 
lecturers are harassed by stu­
dents who want grades they 
did not work for. We pray we 
don’t experience such here and 
we are very vigilant. On the 
whole, we are not saying it can­
not happen here but as I said 
earlier we are in touch with the 
relevant security agencies to 
check this ugly menace.

How would you react to 
ASU U ’s plan to convene its 
own national conference dif­
ferent from  the ongoing one?

I don’t think I have a view 
because I am a m ember o f 
ASUU and interestingly, the 
national president of ASUU is 
in my departm ent here in 
Usman Danfodiyo University, 
Sokoto. ASUU like any other 
lawful organization has the 
right to talk about national is­
sues. So I do no. think any­
body can or should deny 
ASUU or NLC or m arket 
women organization the right 
to convene a national dialogue. 
This has to be rV^rstood. The 
country has decided to organ­
ize a national dialogue what we 
do is simply give support to 
ensure that the outcome of the 
dialogue by whatever group is 
fruitful for the country. The 
most important thing is for us 
to one another, it is one coun­
try and we have a duty to pro­
tect it to be a stronger nation j  
where there is equity..

So if  the national confer­
ence is to better the lives of 
Nigerians, so be it. And if there 
are other bodies which also , 
think they have something j 

they want to contribute in their i 
own little way, they have the I 
right to discuss. Sv, ASUU has j 

a right to call for a dialogue | 
because I be lie '<» ASUU is not 
going to call f  ,v a regional or 
ethnic agenda. ASUU is a very 
respectable body.

How would you want to be j 
remembered as a vice chan­
cellor?

Well, I don’t think I have 
any particular thing other than 
to say that I would want to be 
part of a group located in this 
university that has worked for 
this country and served it with j 
all sincerity  o f  purpose. I 
would want to be remembered! 
as someone who served in a ! 
national university where peo- ! 
pie from different parts o f the j 

world come to study and know i 
a bit about Nigeria by their in­
teraction with others. So far I 
am not regretting my choice of 
being a teacher and I am proud 
o f that because I know I am 
serving the nation in my o w n ! 
little way. It is a choice I have I 
made in life and I will forever 
cherish  that. My g reatest 
strength in this university i s ! 
that I have known and worked 
with every vice chancellor 
since ̂ inception and I know j 
how they struggled to build 
this institution. So I would like j  

them to also acknowledge what j 
I have done to improve on what |
I have met.
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FEDERAL MINISTRY OF 
AGRICULTURE AND 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT
AREA 11, GARKI, ABUJA

PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT

The Honourable Minister of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
Mallam Adamu Bello FCIB, Dan’Iyan Adamawa cordially 
invites all stakeholders and the general public to the Donors 
Consultative Meeting on the Expansion phase of the National 
Special Programme for Food Security (NSPFS).

Date: Saturday, 19th March, 2005

Venue: Argungu Fishing Festival Village Argungu, Kebbi State 

Time: 3.00 p.m.

The event will be chaired by His Excellency, Chief Olusegun 
Obasanjo, GCFR, President, Commander-in-Chief of the Armed 
Forces, Federal Republic of Nigeria. He will be supported by 
Dr. Jacques Diouf, Director-General, Food and Agricultural 
Organization, Mr. President is expected to be accompanied to 
the occasion by five (5) other Heads of State/government.

All invited representatives of friendly countries, bilateral and 
multilateral organizations, international financial institutions and 
other invited guests are requested to assemble at the local wing 
of the Nnamdi Azikiwe International airport, Abuja, by 7.00 a.m. 
Departure to Sokoto is at 7.30 a.m. on a special chartered flight- 
DASAB Airlines.

On arrival at Sokoto Airport, delegates will be conveyed by road 
to Argungu Fishing Village courtesy Kebbi State Government. 
Delegates will return to Abuja same day on the same Airline by 
7.30 p.m.

For further information, please contact:
1. Mrs. E. J. Udobang - Secretary, Director (PCU) 
080-37860663  
080-45455377

2. Mrs. Hajara Abubakar (FAO)
080-34088321 
09-4618738

3. Miss Anfani Micah (NSPFS)
080-42142639

Let us partner together to develop Nigeria’s Agriculture and 
Alleviate Poverty through the Expanded National Special 
Programme for Food Security (NSPFS)?''

Announcer:
Dr. Salisu Ahmed Ingawa 
For: Honourable Minister 

Federal Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Development
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F r o n t
s African women

. manv of* .•

I
 am back again with the topic o f  separating children from 
their mothers and not necessarily about custody but 
wifl~  them for ever if  the fathers have anything to do

w .Th° U,gh ma«y People believe the saying that saVS ‘hell 
th no fury than a woman scorned’, but the way some men 

ake vengeance through children makes one wonder if  these 
men have an iota o f  compassion.

W hile most o f  these instances happen when couple 
vorce, few surprising ones, happen while the couple are still 

married. And though it may be justified (?) for a man who has 
divorced his wife to teach her a ‘lesson’ for the divorce 
regardless o f whether it is her fault or not by preventing her to 
see her children, it beats common sense for such cruelty to be 
done to a woman who is still married to the man.

Women are a pathetic lot because they don’t seem to have 
right ° r say m matters that concern them. And their children

iovet ? p » ^ «  " S ° ,lKm ,hey can g 0 any »

Probably the husband  
believed that since she had 
other children, she could  

forfeit the ‘lost9 ones, as i f  
any child can compensate for  
another. I f  a woman has ten 
children, each is special to 
her in a different way and no
one can ever take his place.

P
oor sexual and rep r­
o duc tive  h ealth  has 
been described as the 
leading cause o f  death for 

African women.
The executive director of 

U nited N ations Funds for 
Population A ctivities (UN­
FPA), Thoraya Ahmed Obaid 
made the statement at the ope­
ning ceremony o f the Regi­
onal Conference o f African 
Islamic faith-based organisa­
tions at Nicon Hilton, Abuia 
within the week.

Thoraya said “A woman 
in sub-saharan Africa faces a 
one in sixteen chance o f dying 
during pregnancy and child­
birth, compared to one in 3,800 
for a woman in developed 
nations.”

According to her, that was 
not just a health issue but an 
issue o f  social justice, she 
noted that millions o f African 
children were left w ithout 
mothers to care for them.

She further m aintained 
that there had been solid  
ev idence  tha t increasing  
access to reproductive health 
serv ices reduced  poverty  
within families and nations.

She also said that when a 
woman planned her family, 
she would be healthier and 
could be more productive for 
her family.

She added that but when 
her rep roductive righ ts -  
including the right to plan her 
family in terms o f birth timing

and spacing, and to make 
decision regarding reprodu­
ction free o f  discrimination, 
coercion and violence -  are 
promoted and protected, she 
had freedom to participate 
fully and equally in society.

According to her, poor 
maternal health caused half of 
all infant deaths, while each 
year, more than 4 m illion 
newborn children die during 
the first month o f life, and 4 
million more were still bom,

adding that many o f  these 
deaths were due to com p­
lication their mothers experi­
enced during pregnancy or 
child birth.

She stressed that their 
lives could be saved i f  all 
women had access to reprod­
uctive health  services for 
family planning, care during 
pregnancy, and skilled med­
ical attendance at birth and 
emergency obstetric care to 
handle complications.

On the HIV/AIDS, the 
UNFPA executive director, 
said that the vast majority o f

new infections were among 
w om en and o ften  youn^ 
married women.

She po in ted  out that 
women were at high risk not 
because o f  their own risky 
behaviour but because o f the 
risky conditions and relatio­
nship they encounter.

According to her, in many 
cases, these young married 
w om en d id  no t have the 
means to protect themselves 
urging that a lot need to be 
done to reduce their risk and 
empower them to protect their 
health and safety.

W t t   ............  _

m  the B a g ,, Square “ ™ - V >  '«<»■« j /
hajiya Medina Dauda

appealjuncl held at the Eagle " rZ n %  ^  o f  National Mosque

B F  women to fight for lights
y y ts s s s  “ E,,.. * & r s £ s &y y

man-frnm ™  h u W3S b° m 10 Nigeria‘ but married a
dn l th h k , her,country- She had two children, and one 
day the husband took the little boys to go somewhere one

' o ld^and^h  ^  a n d  th e  ° th e r  W3S 3 llttIe  m a re  th a n  a  Y ear old and hadn t been weaned. When they didn’t come back
after sometime she became worried, especially about the baby. 

n e n S u  H k h&  husband had gone to Chad!, and

After several weeks the husband came back and she 
demanded for her children .He tried to placate her by saying

le a ^  L WT d h!Sf 1,dren t0 be br° Û  «P in his country to 
Ieam the values and customs, so he took them to his mother.

But she would never understand and felt she could never
ive with him again. In fact she believed he could kill her since

shew  h hU1  hCt S°  mUCh by taking her children awaY that : she wished she were dead. Thereafter she sought for divorce

him tocourt t0gm nt’ Until tW° years lateraftershe took I

She eventually remarried and had four children, but she 
always cried and wondered about her ‘lost’ children.
, ,0W went to her country, a county she had never f
been to without relatives because both her parents lived and 
died m Nigeria, as such she didn’t have contact with relatives

. ,Tbe f u s i n g  thing was that her husband told her not to 
look for her children, because she .old him sh o jM  wanted 
go and see her parents’ land, since she knew'that he didn’t 
ike her lamenting about the children or else he would refuse 

to allow her to go.
Probably the husband believed that since she had other 

c ildren, she could forfeit the ‘lost’ ones, as if  any child can 
compensate for another. I f  a woman has ten children, eachls 

pface m 3 dlfferent way and no one can ever take his

nr S ° jus! because y°u are woman your children can be taken 
or stolen from you and nothing can be done about it. And 
you will spend your lifetime in anguish and hope, because 
you may or may never see them, besides you’ll never be happy

ife o f  the  Vice 
President, Aminu 

T T Titi Abubakar has 
challenged the women folk to 
be bold enough to confront 
those forces that infringe on 
the rights and privileges o f 
their gender.

According to a statement 
signed by her c h ie f  press 
secretary Sayo Fabiyi, and 
made available to The Home 
Front within the week, Mrs. 
A tiku m ade the appeal in 
A tlanta USA while addre­
ssing the “Georgia commi- 
ssion on women” on issues 
o f  common concern to wo-

j men.
Mrs. Atiku lamented the 

| w orrisom e d im ension  o f
j women and child trafficking
} across the continents adding 
i that her foundation -  “Wo­

men Trafficking and Child 
I Labour Eradication Found- 
| a tion” (W OTCLEF)took a 
1 bold initiative to fight the 

menace because o f  the grown 
i concern for the dignity and
: rights o f human beings irres-
| pecti ve o f sex or affiliations.

She said “The advocacy 
strategy o f my foundation is 
to create and sustain a “platf­
orm for discussion and imple­
mentation o f policy towards 
elimination o f the worst forms 
o f child labour, eradication of 
w om en tra ff ick in g  and 
sustainable mobilization o f all 
stakeholders.”

She noted that the gro­
wth in the volume and comp­
lexity o f this 21st century slav­
ery had brought about an inc­
reased  aw areness on the 
menace o f human trafficking ' 
hence the need to tackle the 
issue from all fronts because

a s r r -impi' , h e * ^ 2  p ^ c . o fh  ° ffickiAg
d M t e x S k j  Nig'eria'1X  m e K ^ a f t e  S ^ p f o * '  I
ures and traditions and called ach to fight the scoureeofhn t0 aggravate the  scourge. !
c e r t m l T Cn t0 aCt m COn_ man trafficking and explo- W hle callin§ fortotal g°vem- i
cuhura l n r ^ UHage sexist and itative child abuse across the ments comnrL ^ t s  at all level 
cultural prejudices agam st globe. in the  fig h t ag a in st the  !
eqiiaHtv'" re I itin ^  ° f  gender . She noted that successful menrce, Mrs. Abubakar drew 
widowhood nraefirpC«0n0my’ imPlementation o f  develo- a borderline between prostit- I 
mcision and sender t ^ r rCU‘ Pmenu,I g°als would only be ution and human trafficking. 

Mrs Ab^Tbakar em rdf T f i  M'  if8“ d«Pen>pective She also called o„ o .h lr
asized the n c T t !  arc fully mainstreamed into all countries to emulate Nigeria’s

and e t a L r S , “ a f t t S  s X f h t T  £ * *  ™ ^  !
like the cultural dimensions o f ction and nromnt Prote'  kmg in person by mobilising i 
hum an trafficking gender 2 d s e c u r i H ^  H ’ PCaCe SUpp0rt and action  fro ™ I 
inequality, self-esteem and and good g ^ v e m a n c T ^  g° Vcrnmen,t agenci>s and 
the status o f  young girls in She argued that poverty f S f f  t̂ak fo ld e rs  to put j 
the community. was not necessarily  a bve £  4h!S den‘grat'<>n o f
T r^  jj  - ^ ----------------  Z........y womanhood and humanity

t  emale genital cutting u <Islamic
- I s l a m i c  s c h o l a r  "■ ‘,n a,0“d ̂ Ub>>
I  i  emale senital m ttino  practice o f  Holv Pronhpt a

F
emale genital cutting 
(FG C ) has been 
described as barbaric, 
a m isconcep tion  aga in st 

Islamic principles and non- 
obligatory.

An expert in Islam ic 
population and development 
from Egypt, Dr. Abdul-Aziz 
Kebe, said in Abuja at the 
regional conference o f the 
African Islamic Faith-Based 
Organisation.

“We cannot say FGC is a 
Sharia compliant, Islamic or 
obligatory issue, but a big 
crime against humanity," he 
said.-

The Islamic scholar said 
that most Muslims engaged 
in the practice with reference 
to the Hadith (tradition o f  the 
Holy Prophet).

He said that it was not the

practice o f  Holy Prophet, as 
it was co n tra ry  to h is 
teachings, stressing that the 
Prophet did not mutilate any 
o f  his fem ale children or 
propagate the act.

Kebe noted that even in 
Saudi A rab ia , tha t was 
regarded as the seat o f Islamic 
Affairs FGC was prohibited.

He said that FGC was 
m ore o f  a trad itio n  and 
cu ltu ra l h e ritag e  than 
religious affair, therefore a 
clear distinction should be 
drawn between Islamic rules 
and cultural practices.

Kebe said the possibility 
o f  female circumcision and 
not FGC could not be ruled 
out, but warned that it must 
be on medical advise.

he

ii mvuivul mvIVIj C --^ w
'The circumcision must be !” ° re ,mPortant for Muslims 

neatly done by cutting the S S a r ic  S ' Stherandflghtthe

hgi _________
without cutting the flesh,’
s?id.

A cross sec tion  o f  
participants at the conference I 
described FGC as a criminal j 
act that should be stopped 
because  it w as a crim e I 
com m itted in the nam e o f 
religion.

One o f the participants 
Hajiya Afusat Kabba from 
Sierra Leone told th^ News 1 
Agency o f N igeria .NAN) I 
that FGC was bei ig  do_ I 
mostly to reduc - the sexual 
desjj# o f women.

“W hy m ust you take i 
away the pleasure created for 
her by God, this bein~ one of 
the pillars o f marriage"? She 
asked.

Kabba said in this era o f  I 
globalisation, it had become 
more important for Muslims
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Between courtship and marriage®
B> ! r ™ dJ r m ‘ ka  pointed out that something

experience which 
most people look 

forward to. Every young man 
or woman dreams of a perfect 
partner. You see the way 
young girls dress? They do it 
o attract suitable partners. 

During courtship they call 
he ir bo y frien d s d arlin g , 
loney, etc. T hese 
endearm ents are m eant to 
solidity their relationship and 
)uild love.

On their part the young 
men spend tim e try ing to 
impress their partners. They '■» 
buy gifts and woo them with 
lovely words, all meant to 
show their ability to look after 
their future wives.

The couples put in all this 
effort for one reason. And that 
is love. Love is assumed to 
be the g lue that cem ents 
marriages. But is this really 
true? Is love all we really 
need? Are this going to last 
for ever? Will the men keep 
on like that?

So The Home Front asked 
people’s views and opinions 
on why men pamper women 
in courtship more than after 
m arriage?  Som e b lam ed 
women for their misfortune, 
because, according to them 
women don’t like reality so 
the men lie to them, only for 
them to discover the truth

after marriage.
Still some believe that 

during courtship women are 
more beautiful because they 
are younger, but after having 
few children their beauty will 
fade and the men lose interest. 
Excerpts:

Why men pamper women 
in co u rtsh ip , bu t no t in 
marriage?

According to Mr. David 
Vincent, a s tuden t, was 
because men wanted to sleep 
with the women, while some 
do it in o rder to  gain 
something, if  the women earn 
more than them. So these men 
pamper such women with love 
and ‘small’ gifts to woo them.

Mr. Godwin Yakubu, a 
civ il servant said to gain 
ladies’ attention when you 
want to win a lady to your side 
especially during courtship, 
you must make use o f  the 
available resources such as 
time, money and all that it took 
to draw her attention to you 
and after you might have got 
her attention, you could leave 
her to her fate.

A dding  th a t know ing  
each other’s secret may cause 
suspicion during courtship 
such that the man may not be 
able to know much about the 
girl’s hidden agenda, but by

lady may unravel her secrets 
and the husband  may no 
longer have any regard for her 
or give her the full respect she 
is to be accorded with.

Mr. Joseph Alfred, a civil 
se rvan t w ith  the federa l 
m in is try  o f  finance  said  
because her beauty may still 
be intact, a man may pamper 
a young lady since she was

Prices o f foodstuff at 
old Karmo market

CompYiedby^mea’faara’SWccYS^Bpft

A bag of salt costs N800 
A bag of beans costs N 12,000 

1 A bag of rice costs N7,500 
) i  A  bag of maize costs N5,000 * 
j A bag of wheat costs N2,800 

A bag of flour costs N3,500 
A bag of guinea com costs N 1,500 
One bottle of groundnut oil costs N 150 
One bottle of palm oil costs N130 
A cup of groundnut costs N70 
One mudu of red gari costs N80 
One mudu of white gari costs N60 
One tin of De Rica tomato puree costs N35 
One mudu of crayfish costs N350 
One mudu of sugar costs N150 
One basket of tomatoes costs N550 
One basket of pepper costs N400 
One basket of onions costs N300 
One mudu of rice costs N180 
One mudu of beans costs N120 
One mudu of guinea com costs N70 
One mudu of maize costs N 130 
One mudu of dry pepper costs N 120 
A bowl of fresh tomatoes costs N60 
A bowl of fresh pepper cost N30 
One crate of egg costs N550

pointed out that something 
that has no blood relationship 
has to take pampering and 
tolerance to achieve, so that 
when it becomes part o f you, 
you let go the whole thing and 
face reality.

Another civil servant, Mr. 
Chinedu Alozie maintained 
that the change o f attitude of 
men from that o f courtship to

1 entered his house as his wife 
everything changed, in fact it 
was then it dawned on me that 
marriage and friendship are 
two sides o f  a coin.” ,

M r B isi A bosede , a 
business man stfid women 
th ough t m arriage  and 
courtship were the same, but 
that in courtship you were still 
learning about each other.

she asked for anything he j 
didn’t have he would tell her 
he could not afford it. T h a tj 
he never pretended to her and 
though they have not have ! 
been having it so smooth but 
they were managing to live 
together.

Women didn’t like to face 
reality, said Mr. Emmanuel 
O bi, a teach e r at M odel

a young lady since she was men irom mai 01 cou.u.mp uu learm ng acorn eacn u m a  pnmarvSch(x-)1Bwanandalso
young and beautiful, but by m am age was^ not that m en According tohim  if you have Primary School Bwan

j t

the time she gives birth to one 
or two children, her beauty 
may begin to  fade and she 
may no longer look attractive 
to him and all the pampering 
may stop.

Mr. Yinka A derem u , a 
s tu d en t o f  U n iv e rs ity  o f  
M aiduguri sa id  during  
courtship men tend to pamper 
ladies much more than when 
they marry because during 
co u rtsh ip , th ere  w as the 
tendency that the lady may 
have other admirers so each 
and everyone o f  them try to 
pamper her more to win her 
heart.

Mr. Thompson, a civil 
servan t w ith  B w ari A rea 
C ouncil insisted that men 
pam per ladies in courtship 
than marriage because ladies 
could be pretty rough in their 
actions and approach. He 
fu rth e r added  tha t love 
mostly existed in courtship 
because that was the time 
m oney w as b e ing  spen t 
w ithou t p lan n in g  ahead  
w hich was the m ost thing 
ladies desire in courtship but 
w hen in m arriage  th ings 
change as love was being 
shared among wife, children, 
etc. “But most ladies don’t 
feel the same way, they want, 
to be treated just as it was in 
courtship but men are faced 
with societal problems than 
engage in family affair,” he 
emphasized.

Mr. T hom pson  also

w ere pretend ing . B ut the 
reason for such a behaviour 
that women find puzzling and 
unrealistic was that a lady 
may be behaving very well 
during courtship, as a result 
o f which the man was ready 
to do anything for her. “But 
after the marriage, the lady 
brings out her true colour and 
the m an’s attitude towards 
her w ill definitely  change 
too,” he said.

Mrs. Ifeoma Ibeagwu, a 
mother o f  two lamented that 
if  anyone had told her that her 
husband would ever change 
she w o u ld n ’t b e liev e  it. 
“When we were courting, I 
thought I w as in contro l, 
because  he loved  and

not married the woman there 
are s till som e th in g s she 
would not know about you, 
she discovers all these things 
when you get married and she 
feels you have been hiding 
them from her while it may not 
so. “You can never know  
someone until you live with 
the person,” he stressed.

Mr. George Peters, a staff 
o f federal secretariat Abuja 
ad m itted  th a t m en w ere 
d ifficult and wom en were 
terrible. He said “I am a father 
o f three, I don’t believe in 
pampering a woman before or 
a fte r m arriage . I s ta rted  
showing my true character to 
my wife from the first day I 
met her.” He explained that if

a father.
His words: “Women don’t 

like the truth, when you tell a 
woman the truth, she either 
leaves you for another man 
or she makes you  look as i f  
you are not a man. So what 
women need is to tell them lie 
abou t y o u rse lf  and  your 
family.”

Therefore it was not true 
that m en pam per w om en 
du ring  co u rtsh ip  than  in 
marriage insisted Mr. Obi, but 
rather it was the women’s fault 
since in order for a man to 
attract a woman he had to lie 
to  her about h is ach ieve­
ments. And that it was not a 
man’s fault also, if  he showed 
his true colour to his wife.

Mrs. Ifeoma ibeagwu, a mother o f two 
lamented that if  anyone had told her that 
her husband would ever change she 
wouldn’t believe it. “When we were 
courting, I  thought I  was in control, 
because he loved and pampered me but 
immediately I  entered his house as his wife 
everything changed, in fact it was then it 
dawned on me that m arriage and 
friendship are two sides o f a coin.”
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Wj ^  in n e r  se t:  A fte r 
m  M  cooking you need 

wares to serve your 
^ K > o d , it is advisable to buy 

dinner set o f 47 pieces, and if 
you are the type that receives 
many visitors, you should 
buy 123 pieces, there is also 

1 30 pieces you use to serve 6 
| people.

Pot: A kitchen is incom­
plete without pot, if  you need 

| a good pot and also one in 
! vogue, you buy millennium 

pot. You can also buy quality 
tower.

Grater slicer: It is used to 
: slice vegetables, fruits, etc.

M u lti-w a n d e r:  it has 
many components in different 
sizes, you can slice vegeta­
bles or fruits into different 
sizes.

Rice cooker: It is speci­
ally for cooking rice, you set 
it on time and put your rice 
and water in it when it reac­
hes the time, it will stop and 
your rice is done.

Kitchen trays: There are 
different types and sizes of 
kitchen trays: the ones you 
can use to collect spices, they 
are always very small, and the 
ones you can use to serve 
people. There are big, medium 
and small sizes, We also have 
the ones you can use to ser­
ve cola.

Frying pans: There 'are 
different sizes o f frying pans 
28cm, and 22cm. It is advis­
able to use non stick because 
you* food will not bum. There 
are also < roasting pan, grill 
pan, sauce pan.

Flask: Is a container used 
to store hot water. We keep 
standby hot water, but there 
is limit to what we can use the 

; hot water for, e.g. we can not 
use it to prepare pap, it comes 
in different sizes and ranges, 

j 21itre, 1 51itre, 21itre, 2.51itre,
! 1 litre. There is also a stainless 
| flask, it will last interms of 
I durability.

Egg boiler: It is specially 
for boiling egg, with the holes 

| where you can place the egg, 
j it normally contains six or ten 
I eggs, and it is electronic.

Plate rack: It is where 
! you place your plates in the 
| kitchen. It makes the kitchen I 
to look smart, there is also a j 
space for spoons too on’it.

T u m b le r s ’ s ta n d :  It 
| Comes in plastic and stainless j 

stands. You place cups on it.
Spoons: An implement 

consisting o f a shallow bowl j 

on a handle, used for stirring, j  

serv ing  and ea ting  food. ! 
There are different types o f j 

i spoons, teaspoon, dessert 
spoon, soup-spoon, tab le  
spoon, wooden spoon.

There are also a set o f  
| soup spoons or mashers for 
j m ashing vegetables, yam, 
potatoes etc, we also have 
spoon for turning fish, eggs, 
etc, we also have spoon for 
removing things like potatoes 
etc, from oil, also for mixing 
soup and taking it from pot, 
spoon for serving spaghetti.
■ There are 24 or 74 pieces 

o f set o f spoons.
Stove: It is used for coo­

king, there are model 2608, 
model 2668, 601, 2601 dep­
ending on the type o f stove

Items for a great kitchen
R v A k h a  ITmni- R o n n rter  i belps you to know  the — J  d iffe ren t purposes, like purposes, such as stirriiBy Aisba Umar, Reporter 

(Women Desk)
you w^pt or what you are 
cooking, 601 is usually for 
students.

C anister or co ffee  tea 
and sugar container: Is used 
to put your coffee, sugar, milk 
in it, to avoid being spoiled 
by the air.

Trivet: A metal or woftd 
stand usually with three legs 
for holding hot pans etc.

Bread bins: Is a place you 
arrange your bread in before 
isating.

Woks: A large pan shape 
like a bowl used for cooking 
food especially Chinese food,

Cruet set: A set o f small 
container for salt, pepper, and 
oil etc. for use on the table.

Kitchen trolley: It saves 
you from going ^pd coming 
when serving food, it is a small 
table with wheel which you 
can push  or pu ll a fte r 
arranging your food set for 
serving. There are different 
sizes depend ing  on the 
number o f people you want 
to serve.

D inning table: There is 
round, rectangle, square or 
oval table, depending on the 
num ber o f  your fam ily or 
chairs you want to put, or 
num bers o f  v is ito rs  you 
receive at home.

Kitchen cabinets: These 
are like wardrobes, but here it 
is the kitchen utensils that are 
arranged in to the locker. It 
makes your kitchen neat and

p o sitio n  o f  yo u r k itchen  
utensils.

Oven: Electric oven is the 
best for use, because o f equal 
c ircu la tio n  o f  heat at all 
angles. It is used for baking, 
toasting, grilling, etc.

Oven p ro o f dish: These 
are unbreakable dishes you 
can as well use for baking or 
do anything in your oven with

it, you identify it by looking 
at the back o f the dish. Oven 
proof dish is written on it. 
Avoid putting  it in w ater 
when it is hot or else it will 
break.

Potato chipper: It is used 
to slice your potatoes, it has 
25 holes.

K itch en  n a p k in :  A
woman is supposed to have 
kitchen napkins, each one for

purposes, 
napkins for cleaning tables, 
cleaning dishes, for putting 
down, hot pot, for cleaning 
your hand etc. „

Fridge or deep freezer: It 
is very good whero we have 
constant power supply. You 
buy your food items in bulk, 
it’s saves money and time.

Spatu la :  It is a broad, 
blunt and often flexible blade 
which can be used for variety

purposes, such as stirring, 
spreading, mixing, turning 
food during frying.

Plate: Round plates are 
for sweet foods like cake, etc, 
oval plates are for salty foods.

M icro wave oven: It is 
used for different purposes in 
the kitchen. It is used for 
toasting, baking and warming 
food and defrosting. There are 
different sizes and products, j  

depending on what you want.

When debt comes calling
T  don 1 know who has the I By Zainab Allmi, Political j But like I pointed out earlier, bought goods cost too much

I tendency to accumulate 
debt more between the 

m an and won^an. But so 
common is the scenario, from 
my experience with fellow 
womenfolk that more often 
than not, I’m reminded, to my 
face or in absentia, that even 
Nigeria, the so-called ‘giant of 
Africa’ owes more debt than 
it can «ver repay!

Predictably, most put is 
down to poverty in the land. 
And in most cases, this is 
understandable. W hen the 
go ing  gets too  tough to 

JutitH c; one m ay have no 
other choice than to ask for a 
loan. Whether or not the loan 
is obtained with intent to pay 
back remains the business of 
the co n sc ien ce  o f  the 
applicant o f the said loan.

But putting aside the all- 
too-glaring hopelessness o f 
the economy which puts too 
many people at the mercy of 
borrowing endlessly, some 
people actually don’t know 
of, o r s im ply  h a v e n ’t 
bothered to apply the ‘cut 
your coat according (not to 
your size anymore) to your 
m aterial’ wise saying. And 
this is what has got most 
peop le  in w hat peop le  
commonly call the hot pot o f 
soup,

A lot o f movies highlight 
various scenarios o f  abject 
p overty  and how  those

Reporter
I ...............................   .............j

afflicted  w ith unfortunate 
situations that warrant their 
indebtedness either to the 
landlord or lady as the case 
may be, and others like them, 
em ploy  p itifu l tac tic s  o f  
outsmarting their creditors.

{ have had to ask for a loan 
when I run dry myself. What 
1 can’t beat though is living 
life normally when 1 owe a 
debt. Some are lueky-tta-he- 

alm ost
immediately. But some are not 
so lupky for reasons best 
known to them. Still, without 
the confidence that I’ll be able 
to repay the loan, I abstain 
from obtaining it. Isn’t it often 
said that eating a delicious 
meal is heavenly, but it is 
paying for it that stinks?

A few examples got me 
w ondering about debt and 
have led me to train myself to 
avoid it. Nigeria’s debt burden 
which seems to be swelling 
by day is enough lesson to 
any right-thinking person to 
avoid borrowing (especially 
money) like the plague.

A re la tio n  o f  m ine 
exercises her tailoring skills to 
make a small source of income 
to complement her salary. The 
fin ish ed  p roduct is w ell, 
appreciated and they fly off 
the sales rack in no time. I help 
her market the goods actually.

who no like better thing? I 
purchased about four o f the 
irresistible goods myself and 
su ffe red  over a m o n th ’s 
worth allocation to recharge 
cards, feed ing  and 
transportation fare as a result.

But where I couldn’t wait 
for the month’s pay to settle 
debt which I owed, thanks to 
the graciousness o f  the seller

bought goods i 
to be written off.

It m akes me w onder, 
where is the sense o f shame 
in people who do these? How 
can they  not care  being  
tagged debtors? Must you 
buy when you don’t have the 
means to pay? Why not just

services rendered.
No matter the just' "cation j  

one may have for this action, 
it is better to save face by ! 
abstaining from accumulating 
or w anting to  own things 
which, if not acquired, will not 
kill or harm one in an y jy ay j

ask and be given? Religious ^ r e  >t becomes absolutely 
wide, I don’t think nny righV wntmv,dablcx
is i f i g  to borrow «  ,S W M W * * *  ]

a n d  the privilege o f  b e it ig  n o t re tu rn , o r  bwy w ith o u t
family, other-buyers who also payment. In fact, my religion

"made similar purchases now 
revel in either pretending they 
never made the purchases at 
all, or they simply throw in a 
casual “I’ll come and see you 
soon,” presum ably to pay 
whenever they see you.

This attitude has never 
ceased to amaze me. So far, all 
the demonstrators as far as my 
experience with them goes, 
have been women. It reminds 
me o f festive periods. Not 
once or twice in the past, my 
m om  did the trad itio n a l 
d ish ing  o f  the festiv a l 
delicacy for distribution to 
our ne ighbours. A nd not 
once or twice, we never got 
our dishes back!

The trend is notoriously 
common in school. But while 
you may easily  forgo the 
borrowed product which may 
not have cost you too much 
in school situation, the same 
thing may not be easy to do, 
especially when the loaned or

says pay the labourer who 
renders you a service his due 
before his sweat dries up. And 
rather than beg, work to earn 
your pay.

It th erefo re  beats my 
im ag ina tion  w hen I see 
friends and people who can’t 
seem to keep their eyes and 
hands o ff things they don’t 
necessarily need and worse 
still, cannot afford. To top it, 
they start to make use o f the 
product or money they have 
acqu ired  on c red it even 
before paying for it.

Aside from earning a bad 
name from people, these kind 
o f people lose face in society, 
because they become known 
as “Mr.” or “Madam borrow- 
b o rro w ” to use the m ost 
common term. That is why it 
is not uncommon to see “No 
credit today, come tomorrow” 
signs put up dn the doors of 
alm ost any store or place 
w here things are sold, or

o n e 's  in ab ility  to rep ay : 
especially where a stated time | 
o f  payment has been agreed 
upon by the parties involved j  

in such agreement.
I read  in a new spaper 

recently f >at trade by barter j 
form o f trade has sprung up 
somewhere in the country. 
Crude as this .system may 
appear, I doubt if  any party is 
aggrieved by debt owed him 
by another or if  the seller’s 
business is put to ransom by 
so much of his money tied up 
somewhere by debtors.

There is dignity in labour. 
And I dare add that there is 
dignity in keeping pledges, 
promises alike. If we avoid i 

taking money or acquiring 
goods w hich we end up 
blowing without being able to 
pay for them, I believe a great 
number o f us will be more 
honourab le , re sp ec ted  -i 
m em bers o f  the society. 
Afterall, one’s good name is | 
better than silver and gold. 
Not so?
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A buja  T rust
Old Wuse Market gets 
enlarged parking lot

T  —  —

o f veh ic les  pay various 
amounts ranging from N500 
for trailers, lorries pay as from 
N200 to N300 while pick-ups 
and cars pay N100 and N50 
respectively.

Ihe information officer 
o f  the old Wuse Mar 
k e t, M r. Innocen t 

Amechina, has said that over 
200 hundred parking spaces 
will be created soon for the 
market.

He made this revelation 
while speaking to Abuja Trust 
yesterday in his office at the 
market '*

Mr. Amechina said, “As I 
am speaking to you now, we 
are just in the process o f  re- 

i covering some parking lots.
Some o f them that are park- 

j ing  lots- w ere  n o t even 
marked. We have about 140 

j  parking spaces now and we

By Benjamin Auta, Crime 
Reporter

are creating about a hun­
dred and we will create more 
at the far end o f the market.” 

Mr. Amechina sai^ that 
the amount collected by of­
ficials o f  the market as park­
ing fees is not much as ac­
cording to him, the manage­
ment of the market offers so­
cial service(s) to the commu­
nity.

He further that security 
in the market is guaranteed 
as there are many policemen 
and private security outfits 
securing.

He also said that the tick­

eting system was meant to 
sanitise the market adding 
that it is not peculiar to the 
m arket a lone. He said 
among other reasons for in­
troducing the ticketing sys­
tem is to regulate traffic and 
the generation o f  revenue.

R ecen tly  som e re s i­
dents who patronise the 
old  W use M arket com ­
plained about the ticketing 
system  claiming that the 
am ount paid is high and 
that nobody gave any tan­
gible explanation on what 
the revenue was meant for.

Abuja Trust how ever 
observed that various kinds

N ew  m agistrates 
urged to shun  

corruption

el-Rufai, F C T Minister

T
he chairrftan o f FCT 
M agistrates Associa 
tion, Chief Magistrate 

Othman Musa, has advised 
the newly sworn in magis­
trates in the FCT to shun cor­
ruption.

M agistrate M usa, who 
gave the advice w hile ad­
dressing the new magistrates 
in his office in Jabi said ad­
ministration o f justice is a 
two-way traffic; justice to the 
complainant or plaintiff and 
justice to the accused or the 
defendant.

A ccord ing  to h im , al-

By Abdulwahab Deji 
A jikobi, Stringer (Abuja)

though magistrates may face 
problems in the process of 
trying cases, they have to be 
dedicated to work and use 
what he learned from school 
in order to achieve a set goal.

M agistrate M usa, who 
described magistrates as the 
A lpha and O m ega o f  the 
courts the preside over, said 
they should have fear o f God 
in their mind while trying 
cases because they will be 
questioned by God in the here­
after.arking spaces now ana we n c d M w iu u ia tu ic M -  r r r r        . . A —   ——    ~

Accommodation, A buja’s most difficult side
A

t ..:„ ,--- -------- -------- —— X 1 i:l„  Kilic an.i «yn- wani tn see their tenan ts’ like the city centre and some water and electricity.buja. the Federal Capi 
tal Territory, is a city 
in  haste. Because o f  

its relative newness and its 
i potential to provide sanctu­
ary and satisfaction to a vari- 

; ety o f  professionals and de- 
i sires, there is a perpetual in­
flux o f people to achieve these 

I dreams. It is a place for all cat- 
% egories o f  people, graduates 

i app lican ts, c iv il servants, 
-businessmen, traders and ar­
tisans on the one hand and 
politic ians, d iplom ats and 

j  many more on the other, 
j It will be saying the obvi­
ous that the bloating popula­
tion o f the city is putting pres­
sure on several infrastructures 
the most demanding o f  which 
is assess to decent accommo­
dation. While there is a litany 
o f houses both within the city 
centre and the suburbs to 

j  match the diversity o f  tastes, 
the fees charged on these 
houses are entirely another 
battle.

For instance, Hauwa Sule, 
a 30-year-old graduate of Busi­
ness Administration just se­
cured a job with a private firm 

| in Abuja. Apart from the job,
! Hauwa lives in a one-room 
! apartment in Wuse Zone 6 . 
j  For this cubicle o f  a room, 
Hauwa paid N 120,000 for a 
year.

To make matters worse for 
her, the landlord had recently 

: given notice to Hauwa that 
come January 2006 the house 

| rent will be reviewed upward 
! to 140,000.

According to Hauwa, she 
i is now compelled to begin to 
I seek employment elsewhere 
outside Abuja where it would 

-rbe cheaper to get accommo­
dation.

A nother lady, one Mrs. 
Tren Imoze, rented a self con­
tain apartment at N 150,000 per 
annum last year and she paid 

| for one year. But when her an- 
; nual tenancy expired early this

By M aimuna Yusuf,
| Correspondent (Abuja) \

year the landlord had in­
creased told her that the rent 
had gone up to N200,000.

Mrs Imoze told our cor­
respondent that she couldn’t 
a ffo rd  the  new  ra te  and 
moved out. She is now squat­
ting with her sister at Kubwa.

L ike H auw a and M rs 
Imoze, the crisis o f securing 
decent housing in the capi­
tal city is the nightmare o f all 
residents. Even for those 
who could afford to cough 
out the hundreds o f  thou­
sands dem anded by land­
lords the recurrent hike in 
rent within the city and the 
suburbs has become indeed 
very disturbing.

So whose responsibility 
is it to moderate or checkmate 
the incremental impulse of 
landlords? Does it need the 
intervention o f government 
or property managers to ap­
peal to landlords especially 
now that many civil servants 
stand the risk o f  vacating 
government apartments in 
the name o f monetisation?

O ur co rresp o n d en t 
spoke to the managing direc­
tor o f  Onward Properties 
Limited, Mr Mike Awoyemi, 
who stated that a landlord is 
under no obligation of gov­
ernment with regard to rent­
age. According to him the 
landlord can increase his fee 
any time he.wants where as 
a tenant wno feels aggrieved 
can move out.

He stated that in accor­
dance with tenant/tandlord 

. agreement, a notice o f six 
months should be issued to 
the tenants informing him or 
her o f the new increment.

“We don’t really blame 
the land lo rds esp ec ia lly  
these days because o f  the 
ground rents they pay to the 
authorities and other factors

like electricity bills and wa­
ter,” he said.

A landlord at Lugbe Fed­
eral Housing Estate, Phase II,

w ant to see their tenan ts’ 
progress so that they would 
perpetually be under their 
roofs, a situation she said ex-

like the city centre and some 
decent suburbs like Kubwa, 
Kara, Lugbe, Gwarinpa and a 
few others where getting ac-

water and electricity
A visit to some of the slum 

settlem ents revealed  that 
most houses are bare o f such

Structures like this are Salty being, built in Abuja, yet the prices o f  renting them continue to go up 

Mr. Tokunbo Tyabalaki, told ists where tenants reside in commodation is expensive,
the same premises with theAbuja Trust that he has never 

had any problem with his 
tenants because they usu­
ally pay a two-year initial 
paym ent a fte r w hich  he 
would raise the rent. “The 
best way to avoid any prob­
lem is for a tenant to try to 
pay for two years at least,” 
Mr Tokunbo said adding that 
rents continue to go up “as 
building equipment continue 
to increase in the market. 
This, he said are usually re­
flected by landlords in house 
rents.

For Madam Ngozi Iroh, a 
tenant at Nyanya, it is not 
just the rise in the prices of 
building materials that influ­
ences sudden increments by 
landlords. She believes that 
it is because o f the jealousy 
o f  landlords w ho do not

landlord.
“Imagine how a jealous 

landlord would feel, when he 
sees his tenan ts’ dustbins 
filled with used cans o f juice, 
canned fish and all kinds of 
goodies. Next day he sees 
you with a new car and after 
that he hears that you have 
been p rom oted  at w ork 
place,” Madam Iroh said, con­
cluding that when landlords 
see or hear news of progress 
o f their tenants they resort to 
increasing their house rent.

“When you try to resist 
the next thing you get is quit 
notice. The quit notice is 
given because o f your recent 
achievements,” Madam Iroh 
declares.

Investigations by our cor­
respondent revealed that just

houses built on squalid areas 
like Gwagwa, Dei-dei, Jabi, 
Karmo and a multitude o f oth­
ers are equally on the high 
side given the near absence 
of essential utility services like

essential facilities as toilet, 
bathroom, kitchen, or even pit 
la trin es . R esiden ts rely  
m ostly  on w ater vendors 
(m ai-ruwa) for w ater and 
most times generating sets/or 
electricity.
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u j a
Meningitis immunisation suspended

«  due to vaccine shortage
i ^  he im m unisa tion  ........    — _______  ™he im m unisa tion  

against celebro-spinal 
meningitis in the Fed- 

j eral Capital Territory (FCT) 
has been suspended due to 

| insufficient supply o f  the 
vaccine from the National 

\ Programme on Immunisation.
Our correspondent who 

| was at the FCT public health 
I centre at Garki, reports that 
\ many people were asked to 
i come back next week or go to 
j other organisations for their 
| immunisation.

According to the doctor 
j  in charge o f  the exercise';* Dr. 
j Balaraba, about 1.2 million 
| doses o f  the vaccine were re- 
| quested for but only 200 thou- 
; sand doses were delivered. 
Out o f  this, the doctor said,

By Maimuna Yusuf,
Reporter (Abuja)

%Abuja Municipal area coun­
cil office was given 100,000 
about 50,000 was given to 
FCT public health centre while 
50 ,000  w ent to o ther 
organisations and institu ­
tions on request.

Dr. Balaraba explained 
further that the o n ^  alterna­
tive for now is to retrieve 
some doses o f  the vaccine 
from these organisations that 
might still have some remain­
ing saying: “we have been 
immunising over a hundred 
people daily and the vaccine 
got finished, we will write the 
government for more since it 
is not something we can buyr      — ’ we can ouy

FCT Fadama project moves to 
check conflicts h"kl  .

ihe FCT Fadama Devel-

T
1
opment Project is to 
hold a conflict resolu- 

I tion workshop soon for stake­
holders in the agricultural 
sector in the territory.

A m ongst o ther things,
the workshop will seek to ------------ 7 "  uc aD,e 10
check disputes between farm- f  “  m° re thereby sca,in8
ers and herdsmen in the FCT S T /  p0verty level ,n the

rCT, he said.

be able to expand their scope 
o f  operation.

He noted that improved 
scope o f  operations would 
also translate into higher in­
come for the practitioners in 
the sector.

"By reducing conflicts, 
practitioners will be able to

ers and herdsmen in the FCT.
Speaking with the News 

A gency o f  N igeria  (NAN) 
yesterday in Gwagwalada, 
the FCT fadama project coor­
dinator, Mike Uwazie, said the 
workshop was to assist re­
duce conflicts among agricul­
tural practitioners in the FCT.

According to him, it was 
o ensure that farmers carry 

out their activities without 
nfringing on the actjvities o f 

others.
He said that the work- 

hop became necessary due 
o incessant conflic ts be­

tween farmers and herdsmen 
nd among other practitio- 
ers in the agricultural sec- 

or.
Me said the w orkshop 

which was expectcd to hold 
by the end o f  this month, 
would educate all stakehold­
ers on how to operate with­
out infringing on others.

The co o rd in a to r ex ­
plained that during the work­
shop, herdsm en would be 
taught how to graze without 
damaging farms or farm pro­
duce, which he noted had 
been a regular source o f con­
flict.

He added that fishermen 
would also be educated on 
how to carry out their trade 
without endangering sources 
of water to the communities 
within which carry out their 
trade.

He said hunters as well as 
| other practitionere would also 
| be educated on ways o f op­
erating without hurting their 
host communities or other 
practitioners.

Uwazie argued that by re­
ducing conflicts, agricultural 
practitioners would be able to 
improve their productivity 
and output since they would

and it will have to follow due 
process so till next week.” 

However, according to 
the N PI m anager, A lhaji 
Labaran Buhari, the exercise 
have covered many places 
within the FCT like Karmo, 
T ungan M adaki, K effi, 
Sheretti, Burum, Gbagarefe, 
Jikwoyi, Karu, Jiwa, Kurudu 
and others.

Police 
Command gets 

new PPRO

T
he FCT commissioner 
o f  p o lice , M r 
Emmanuel Adebayo, 

has appo in ted  M r A tiv ie  
Ehiomele, as the command’s 
new police public relations 
officer (PPRO).

A deputy superintendent 
o f  police, Ehiomele, was en­
listed into the force in 1973. A 
graduate o f  Law from Univer­
sity o f Abuja, the new PPRO 
was before his appointment 
the divisional traffic officer in 
Garki division.

Ehiomele served as the 
second in command to the 
DTO in Kuje Division and 
also the officer in'charge o f  
patrol and guard at Kwali di­
vision. The PPRO has since 
assumed duty.

S
taff o f  the Bwari area 
council o f  the-F C T  
have been given a two- 

year ultimatum to become 
computer literate.

Speaking at the opening 
o f a two-week computer train­
ing workshop on Tuesday in 
Bwari, its chairman, Mr Isah 
Dara, said that computer lit­
eracy was now compulsory 
for all staff o f  the council.

Dara said that the work­
shop had become necessary 
in view o f the global trend and 
the need for staff o f the coun­
cil to keep up with technologi­
cal development.

He said since computers 
were now widely used to im­
prove efficiency in official

Bwari council urges workers 
to embrace computer

activities, there was the need 
for staff o f  the council to ac­
quire computer skills.

He said the council was 
giving all* sta ff  o f  the council 
two years within which they

make maximum use o f  the 
com puter w orkshop to ac­
quire skills.

A ccording to  him , the 
council on its part would pro­
vide computers to offices soJ viw  to om ces so

were expected to equip them- that staff could practice while 
selves with computer knowl- carrying out their duties.

He appealed to other staff 
not participating at the work­
shop to explore other means 
o f  acquiring computer skills.

He assured them that the 
council would support them 
in their quest to improve them-

' edge.
He warned that any staff 

who refuses to become com­
puter literate after two years 
would face sanctions such as 
loss o f  promotions and allow­
ances. in men quest to imprt

-  Dara urged participants to selves academically.

Muslim pilgrims get luggage
p i  e  anxiety being ex- m enced on T u e s d a v  n i« i , t  tance o f money by the direcTpressed by F C T  Mus 

lim pilgrim s to this 
year s Hajj will soon be over 
as their luggage are expected 
to arrive this week.

Speaking with the News 
Agency o f  Nigeria (NAN) in 
Gwagwalada, the director, 
FCT Muslim Pilgrims Welfare 
B oard (M PW B ), A lhaji 
Husseni Ashara, said that ar­
rangem ent had been con­
cluded for the delivery o f  the 
luggage.

Ashara said the airlift o f 
the luggage, w hich com -

   uvuuuj lllgui
from Jeddah airport, would be 
concluded before the end o f  
the week.

He said that by Friday this 
week all the luggage would 
have been delivered to the 
Hajj camp in Gwagwalada.

He said that excess lug­
gage o f  the pilgrims which 
were airlifted under separate 
arrangement with a different 
airliner had arrived at the 
camp.

The director blamed the 
late delivery o f  pilgrims’ lug­
gage on delays in the remit-

torate o f  pilgrims,
He appealed to the pil­

grims to exercise patience as 
their luggage would soon be 
delivered to them.

He added that the board 
had made adequate security 
arrangements to ensure the 
safety o f  luggage at both the 
airport and the camp where 
they would be kept before fi­
nal delivery to pilgrims.

Security officials have 
been put on alert to ensure 
that the luggage are not tam­
pered with,” he added.
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H.E. Abdullahi Ada mu, FNLS 
Governor, Nasarawa State

Congratulations on the successful £ m m  h of 
the 3und Raising feremonu fo r the 

R e h ab ilitatio n  o f the Mational M o s q u e  on 
the 10'* of .March, 2005. 

th e  phenomenal gathering of JVigerians 
irrespective of religious and ethnic leaning! 

attest to the Hhilrfn# and inspiring 
steadfastness and ze a l you deploy in the 

service of y o u r fa th e rla n d .

th is  underscores the fact that the confidence 
H is Exc e lle n c y , President Olusegun Obasanjo 
has on you is not m isplaced and some of as, 

younger {fenerations under y o u r tutelage are 
more than convinced o f y o u r sterling 

leadership qualities!

Congratulations Sir!

J c
j

Signed: 
mohammed abdullahi esq
silas ali agar a 
tanko abdullahi zubyr

i«\\ i

. m  &i>

F T is  t-i \ c  11(/ ii  c \ '

A L H A J I  A B D U L L A H I  A D A M U ,  F N L S
( S a r k i n  Y a k i n  K c J J i )

G o v e r n o r ,  N a s a r a w a  S t a t e



K a n o  T r u s t
Behind the scenes of Hajj 2005

—Trill.,™ '1.C.î IV|C By Jamilah Nuhu Musa. when they decide that one o f often in the m n cn n p  Kppqupq i_j „ ;: i„__•___  i4

Friday, March 18, 2005

H
ajj is one o f  the five 
pillars o f Islam, which 
every  M oslem , if* 
g iven  the opp o rtu n ity ,

; desires to fulfill. Every year,« 
i the Islamic rite is given the 
attention it deserves w ith 
elaborate plans made by the 

i au th o ritie s  in charge  to 
i ensure a hitch-free exercise. 
H ajj 2005 w as no t an 
exception, though the har- 
m attan caused some diffi- 

i culties.
The Kano State Pilgrims 

Welfare Board, in conjunc­
tion with Kabo Air and IRS 
A irlines, which were con­
tracted to airlift pilgrirhs, was 

I up and doing to' make the 
ex e rc ise  superb ; n o n e­
theless, the issue o f airlift o f 
pilgrims by both airlines later 

j became contentious.
It w as h o w ev er the 

j expectation o f  every pilgrim 
i to embark on the pilgrimage 
without much difficulty to 

| perform the religious rite and 
j gain the spiritual satisfaction 
|o f  heeding the call o f  the 
j Almighty Allah. Contrary to 
I this expectation, most o f the. 
pilgrim s from Kano State 

[' acknowledged that Hajj 2005 
had  both  o u ts tan d in g  

| fea tu res  th a t shou ld  be 
| sustained as well as areas for 
| improvement.

P rio r to the exercise, it 
: could be recalled that the 
K ano S ta te  govern m en t 

i affirmed its ability to provide 
the best accom m odation  

j facilities for its pilgrims at 
jMallah on AlmasjidAlmuha- 
ram  road in M akkah. But 

| from every indication, the 
pilgrims’ expectations were 

jnot met. A cross-section o f 
p ilg rim s in te rv iew ed  in 

j Makkah said that the accom- 
Jmodation was far from the 
m osque, d isc lo s in g  that 

| about 20 to 25 minutes walk 
j from the site o f  the accom­
m odation  to the m osque 

| inconvenienced them.

By Jamilah Nuhu Musa,
| Who was in Saudi A rabia  

ibadat. According to her. the 
distance depended on how 
fast one could walk, saying 
‘it can be done in ten minutes 
or one hour’.

For Ladidi Ibrahim Dabai 
and Mallam Aliyu Zango, it 
was not the issue o f how far 
the accommodation was to 
the holy m osque, but the 
condition o f  the lodge for 
both male and female p il­
grims. Ladidi said that the 
toilet facility for instance was 
appalling. Her words: “We 
cannot flush the toilet; and 
the  b a th room  is a lw ays 
flooded with water.” Mallam 
Aliyu Zango also expressed 
the same feeling about the 
male toilets.

The clinic was not left out. 
In fact, at a time, doctors and 
nurses at the clinic deman­
ded thafcthe landlord sweep 
the environment o f  the clinic. 
The medical team decried the 
d irty  en v iro n m en t, and 
attributed cholera that afflic­
ted pilgrims to the squalid 
environment.

Investigations by Kano  
Trust showed that reftise was 
dumped at 2nd floor where 
food was sold. Decrying the 
en v iro n m en t, a m ed ical 
doctor who claimed anony­
m ity told Kano Trust that 
“most o f  the pilgrims who 
come here are treated for 
cholera. Look at the refuse 
dump and look at food sold 
at the same area, so what do 
you expect?’

A ttem p ts  to reach  the 
landlord, whose name was 
given as Abu Abdulrahman, 
proved abortive but one o f 
the cleaners, Auwalu Abdul­
lahi, told Kano Trust that 
pilgrims had made several 
co m p la in ts  abou t the 
condition o f the building. He 
disclosed that male cleaners

when they decide that one of 
their room m ates could go 
with the key, the rest would 
contend with waiting for the 
particular pilgrim who had the 
key. It was feared that all 
sorts o f people came into the 
b u ild in g  w ith  d iffe ren t 
motives. While some whose 
id en tity  could  hard ly  be 
verified came to see their 
relations, others were traders 
who came to sell their wares 
from door to door. The fear

often in the mosque because 
“I hate this thing - any time I 
get to the lodge and there is 
no one to help me get to my 
floor, I used to sit outside the 
building until I get someone 
who can assist me.” 

A n o th e r aged  w om an, 
Nana Aisha Mandawari, who 
said she had chest pain, said 
she opted for the staircase 
despite her ill-health. “I use 
to go on the staircase little 
by little, until I get to my floor

The KUBAH Mosque in Medinah
o f pilgrims concerning the and m y a p a rtm e n t,” she

 ----------------  w ere 'p ro h ib ite d  from
Hajiya Rakiya Mohammed cleaning female apartments.

S ih p V a  f l i iQ r f o r r  o «A  T l___•__________ p! o f  Sheka quarters said that 
because she had arthritis, 
she had to spend  ex tra - 

| money in paying taxis each 
| time she went to the mosque,
| a development she said made 
(her spend m ore than she 
budgeted. Another pilgrim, 
H ajiya  H alim ah U m ar 

I Darmanawa, told Kano Trust 
! th a t she trek k ed  often  
| because she had little money 
| on her to pay taxis. She said 
i she actually did not mind the 
I distance as she considered 
I ita  sacrifice for the benefit of

The issue o f security came 
s tro n g ly  as m ost o f  the 
pilgrims worried about the 
identity o f people who often 
came into their apartments. 
The rooms occupied five, 
seven or more pilgrims who 
had d iffe re n t agenda at 
different occasions. While 
some o f the occupants went 
to the mosque, others went 
to eat or to shop. On such 
o ccasio n s, they  had to 
decide between themselves 
where to hide the key to their 
room . On some occasion

issue  o f  secu rity  w as 
co n firm ed  w hen on tw o 
occasions, thieves attempted 
to break into some rooms. A 
pilgrimage official who con­
firmed this warned female 
pilgrims to be more vigilant 
about visitors to their rooms.

During the seminars held 
for p ilg rim s b efo re  they  
departed to the Holy Land, 
they were enjoined to respect 
aged pilgrims.

Aged pilgrims from Kano 
were agile throughout the 
exercise. They were seen 
going about their activities 
diligently. The only problem 
that they faced was the lift in 
the building. They viewed it 
as a nightmare. Most o f  the 
aged m ale and fem ale 
pilgrims said that they had 
never seen a lift before. Some 
said they had to close their 
eyes each time they were 
lifted. The situation to them 
was so frustrating that they 
needed  the assis tan ce  o f  
other pilgrims to help them 
operate the lift.

An aged female pilgrim, 
Hajara Liman, told Kano Trust 
that she had to stay m ost

disclosed 
The issue o f  the lift was 

really a serious matter, as it 
went out o f  function most 
times and could only return 
to use a fte r rep a ir work. 
Fatima Amina Yusuf, a victim 
o f a malfunctioned lift, told 
Kano Trust that she spent 
two hours in the lift which 
had to be forced open after 
she ca lled  o p era to rs  on 
phone to rescue her. ‘It was 
su ffo c a tin g ,’ she sta ted . 
A nother pilgrim  who nar­
rated her ordeal said that she 
and her yo u n g er b ro th er 
were also stranded in the lift 
when it refused to open for 
some time. Yet others said 
they had to pray for A llah’s 
guidance any time they used 
the lift.

F u rth e r  in v es tig a tio n s  
however indicated that the 
lift, which was not in use for 
the past five years, was only 
reactivated when the Kano 
State government indicated 
interest to rent the house. 
One o f the cleaners, Auwalu 
Abdullahi, said that the lift 
was in good condition when 
Indonesian nationals occu­
pied the building in year 2000

Hajj. Pilgrims however said 
that the state governm ent 
should consider the issue o f 
the lift when accommodation 
for Haji 2006 commences.

The usual* talk by Islamic 
scholars,and the p ilg rim s’ 
welfare boards every year for 
pregnant wom en, nursing 
mothers and mentally deran­
ged people to abstain from 
Hajj remained unheeded as 
these categories o f  people 
performed this year’s hajj in 
large numbers. This led to 
some o f the complications 
ex p erien ced  by w om en 
during the exercise.

Pregnant women walked to 
the m osque tiredly, while 
those who could afford to 
pay for taxis to convey them 
did; but a greater number 
stayed home. A pilgrim who 
was delivered o f her baby in 
Madina told Kano Trust that 
she was happy about the 
development. Several other 
pregnant women disclosed 
that though hajj activities 
were not easy for them, there 
w as n o th ing  w rong w ith 
embarking on the pilgrimage 
while pregnant.

The same went for nursing 
mothers who came with their 
kids. Some kids actually got 
lost and w ere fo u n d -b y  
pilgrimage officials in Mina.
A nursing mother, who left 
her baby in Nigeria, said she 
often pressed her breasts to 
remove milk because without 
that, they swell up and were 
often  p a in fu l. A n o th er 
pathetic situation o f  a child 
was when a baby’s mother 
was left behind in Mina and 
the baby had to be brought 
back to Makkah by a friend 
o f the mother. The baby, who 
was barely 4 m onths old, 
cried bitterly.

On the issue o f  mentally 
deranged pilgrims, Islamic 
scholars had stated as well 
that they should abstain from 
the exercise. The situation 
arose in M akkah  w hen a 
mentally deranged woman 
had  to be p laced  under 
sedatives to calm her absurd 
behaviour. This situation  
made it impossible for her to 
pe rfo rm  m ost re lig io u s  
duties.

Pilgrims from Kano State 
also faced the problem  o f 
com m u n ica tio n  betw een  
them and pilgrimage officials, 
especially in Madinah  and 
Jeddah. M allam Abubakar 
Isa Ibrahim , from Sokoto 
State, who is a staff o f  the 
passport office in M adina.

corroborated this fact. He 
said that most often, pilgrims 
were abandoned to their fate 
in Makkah and Madinah. In 
h is w ords: “ the federa l 
government’s officials are the 
worst culprits. Once they get 
here, they no longer care- 
about pilgrim s. Last year, 
some Arab miscreants snat­
ched a cell phone and some 
money from Nigerian p il­
grim s. W hen we got the 
report and we presented the 
case to the federal govern­
ment team, they said there 
was nothing they could do 
about it. We also reported the 
issue  o f  n o n -N ig erian s 
coming into the Holy Land j 
with Nigerian passports, but j 
no action has been taken up j 
to now.”

On the issue o f  high cost I 
o f food experienced through­
out the pilgrimage, p ilgrim sV  
called on federal and state 
governments to look into the 
issue. They described the 
situation o f buying a small 
paper cup tea for one riyal, 
an equivalent o f 40 naira as 
absurd. They com m ended 
Governor Ibrahim Shekarau 
for giving each pilgrim 50 
Saudi Riyal to cushion the 
effect o f  lack o f  money at the 
tail end o f  the exercise. They 
also commended him for the 
high quality  o f  p ilg rim s’ 
boxes imported from China.

On the discomfort experi­
enced in the Holy Land in 
connection with the accom­
m odation, the lift and the 
appalling  situation  o f  the 
toilets and apartments, the 
special adviser to Governor 
Shekarau on Special Duties 
and member o f  the task force 
on H ajj, H ajiya  M ariyav. 
Sanusi Mahadi, said it was 
not intentional.

Hajiya Mahadi, w^io spoke 
with Kano Trust in Makkah, 
sa id  tha t g o v e rn m e n t’s 
decision to get the M alla \ 
accommodation was to help j 
pilgrims to be accommodated j 
in one place, and to reduce ! 
the in c id en t o f  p ilg rim s 
g e ttin g , e sp ec ia lly  aged 
pilgrims. She observed that 
pilgrimage to the Holy Land 
w as a se rio u s re lig io u s  
programme. “Pilgrims are not 
here for a shopping spree; 
they p re fe r to be accom ­
modated in Sharamansir and 
Nakasa areas, which are more 
commercial, and lively.

C on cern in g  the lift 
experiences, she said the 
aged people would get used 
to it, and called on the people 
w ho spo n so r m en ta lly  
unsound persons to desist 
from doing so..According to 
her, “we do jio t have .the  
capacity to treat m entally 
unbalanced pilgrims.”

MoYquelZecc! ^  ttCCOmm°dation’ which * ^ZTminutes J«7* X j L j
Some o f the selected media men that formed the publicity committee in the Holy land
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E ko Trust
Child trafficking,
wT  Y a

Amukoko area of 
Ajeromi Ifelodun 

local governm ent council 
were celebrating the relative 
peace that had just returned 
to the area fo llow ing the 
b loody  c lash  betw een  
m em bers o f  the N ational 
R oad T ran sp o rt U nion 
Workers and the students of 
Ijanikin and Cardoso colleges 
w here  a s tu d en t was 
reportedly short dead and 
tw o o thers - se rip u sly  
wounded, the police were 
busy  u n fo ld ing  ano ther 
incident o f more horrendous 
proportion.

This time around, it is the 
mystery behind a truck that 
had attempted to ferry some 
kids, about 64, crammed in a 
sealed container, to other 
West African countries. The 
Lagos State police command, 
on March 5, intercepted the 
truck en route Lagos from 
Nupe land in Niger State.

The truck , w ith  
registration number XA 103 
BRT, looked ordinary: no 
windows, like' the type used 
to carry fish; and padlocked. 
It could not have attracted the 
attention of the police, but for 
the interm ittent bangs and 
noises coming from inside.

By Olumide Bajulaiye,
Correspondent (Lagos)

opened, behold, there were 64 
frail looking persons inside 
the dark container: 6 adults 
suspected to have hands in 
the  deal, 58 teen ag ers , 
including fem ale children 
who were under 18 years old,
11 of whom, between one and 
four years old, were babies. 
Many o f them were naked. 
They were said to have pulled 
off their dresses apparently to 
contain the heat. The kids 
were believed to be natives 
o f Nupe, Mokwa, in Niger 
State. The vehicle is allegedly 
owned by Xpress Partners 
L im ited, a courier/freight 
services company.

A ft^r d isco v erin g  the 
deal, the police arrested the 
suspected child trafficker, 
middle-aged Alhaja Fatima 
Baba; the driver o f the lorry 
and a young man who posed 
as the conductor. While the 
suspects w ere detained at 
Amukoko Police Station, the 
kids were put under police 
custody.

S peaking  w ith  our 
correspondent shortly before 
she was transferred to the 
force SCID, Alhaja Fatima 
Baba claimed that she was

“A policeman, Mohammed, from  
N iger S ta te p o lice  com m and , 
who claim ed to be the brother o f  
the principa l suspect, said  his 
sister was innocent o f  the alleged 
human trafficking. H e insisted  
that he knew all th&people in the 
truck. “I  was form erly living in 
Lagos, but now serve at the Niger 
S ta te  p o l ic e  com m an d. The  
women are into petty businesses, 
like groundnut selling and their 
men engage in the exchange o f  
c lo th e s  f o r  p l a s t i c s h e  
narrated. ”

| The only visible occupants 
I were the driver and seven 
! women who sat on the front 
| seat.

As expected o f a trained 
! police force, the truck was 

halted for a routine check. The 
| driver, apparently aware of his 

deal, readily wanted to grease 
the palm s o f  the  cops, 
unknow n to him  tha t 
‘integrity’ has become the 
m ottorThus, he was forced 

j to open the container.
1 Hitherto, the driver and 
! other occupants in the front 
I seat tried in vain to convince 
| the police that the content of 
| the truck was frozen fish.
! W hen it w as ev en tua lly

serving humanity. According 
to her, it was her friends and 
relations who begged her to 
b ring  th e ir  k ids to the ir 
relations in Lagos. On how 
the tru ck  cam e in to  the 
picture, Fatima said, “The 
lorry we were travelling in 
b fo k e 'd o w n  and we were 

■ stranded. W hen the truck 
came, I went to the driver and 
told him our problem and he 
decided to help us.”

The driver o f  the truck, 
Rasheed Alabi, said he was 
trav e llin g  from  A buja to 
deliver some parcels to his 
company and somewhere “on 
the outskirts o f  the town, I 
met these people who told me

Truck with registration number, Benue XA 103 BRT, where 64 children were rescued by the police. 

their lorry which they were this driver approached, we Lagos, but nOw serve at the
begged him to convey us totravelling in ran out order and 

asked me to help them.”
A labi den ied  any 

collusion in the incident, 
saying he did not know the 
woman. “I was only helping, 
and that is how I found myself 
in this problem. Police did not 
stop us on the way until we 
got to A m ukoko. I d o n ’t 
understand all these. We are 
not k id n ap p e rs ,” he 
lamented.

The owner o f the truck, 
Tunde Lawal, who was also 
at the police station to defend 
the d river, sa id  X press 
P artn ers  L im ited  is a 
registered courier and freight 
company. He added that he 
sent his driver to Abuja on 
Thursday o f  the preceding 
w eek to d e liv e r som e 
consignments, and wondered 
why the police should arrest 
a man because he was trying 
to help stranded people.

“The paren ts o f  these 
children are here. They have 
identified their wards. Why 
are the police still holding 
them?” he said.

One o f the women among 
those that were rescued said: 
“We were staying in Lagos 
before we travelled home. 
This woman (Alhaja Fatima) 
travelled to Mecca. We were 
waiting for her to come back. 
W hen she came back, we 
decided  to  com e back to 
Lagos w ith her. W hen we 
reached Mokwa, the vehicle 
m alfunctioned. And when

Ilorin.
“He said he was not used 

to carry ing  peop le  in his 
vehicle, but we begged him to 
help us as it was already at 
night. He brought us down to 
Lagos. It was when we got to 
Lagos and about to disembark 
from the vehicle that we were 
arrested by the police.”

She denied working for 
Alhaja.

A policeman, Mohammed, 
from  N ig er S tate po lice  
command, who claimed to be 
the brother o f  the principal 
suspect, said his sister was 
innocent o f the alleged human 
trafficking. He insisted that he 
knew all the people in the 
truck.

I was formerly living in

Niger State police command. 
The wom en are into petty 
businesses, like groundnut 
selling and their men engage 
in the exchange of clothes for 
p la s tic s ,” he narra ted . 
According to Mohammed, the 
suspect collected the kids to 
help their parents, adding that 
when they make money in 
Lagos, it is sent back to their 
parents.

It was amazing that the 
alleged trafficker claim ed 
ignorant o f  the offence o f 
human trafficking in spite of 
the vigorous campaigns by 
Women Trafficking and Child 
L abour E rad ica tio n
Foundation initiated by the 
wife o f the vice president.

At the FCID, the police 
authorities are working round

the clock  to unravel the 
mystery behind the unholy 
incident o f March 5. Both the 
suspects  and the rescued  
children are being interviewed 
one after the other by officers 
o f the trafficking.section.

According to one o f the 
officers who spoke with our 
co rresp o n d en t, the
investigation is going to be 
exhaustive because “we don’t 
w ant to leave any stone 
unturned in our desire to get 
to the root of this matter.”

But Nigerians are asking 
the police and the government 
to ensure that this matter is 
not swept under the carpet. 
Those who spoke with our 
correspondent lamented the 
rate at which unemployment 
is driving parents and other 
Nigerians to unholy activities.

Lagos assembly dissolves c’ttees
T

t. - r U/MtnA onH hv thp IlCflCC th 6Ihe Lagos Stale House 
o f  A ssem bly  has 
d isso lv ed  all 31 

H ouse com m ittees in its 
dom ain  fo llow ing  som e 
recent moves to infuse order 
in its activities.

A nnouncing  the
dissolution o f the committees 
during a plenary session on 
Tuesday, the speaker of the 
state’s House o f  Assembly, 
Mr. Joko Pelumi, said that the 
co m m ittees  w ould  be 
reconstituted at a later date.

Pelumi further stated that 
the dissolved com m ittees 
had u n d ertak en  various

activ ities  and discharged 
th e ir  s ta tu to ry  and 
constitutional functions in 
the  schem e o f  th ings 
creditably. He explained that 
by his letter o f February 23, 
2003, addressed to all the 
chairm en, they had been 
directed to render reports of 
th e ir s tew ard sh ip  to the 
House from inception to date 
with a view to evaluating their 
performances in line with the 
focus and v ision  o f  the 
House.

The speaker said there 
wa^so much in the pipeline, 
which still needed to be done

by the H ouse, hence the 
review and evaluation o f the 
House activities.

He said, “The House, 
through the instrument, has 
reso lved  that all H ouse 
committees be dissolved and 
they are hereby dissolved to 
be reconstituted at a later 
date” .

He how ever disclosed 
that the committees would all 
be con v erted  to ad-ho»  
committees of the House, 
until they are reconstituted 
to enable them to undertake 
activities relating to their 
various portfolios.



D a i l y  T t  'l i s t

^  d vertorial

A  in the Nigerian Army ui 
the construction of roads, bridges 
and other civil engineering works 
as a means of making them ‘prac­
tise their skills’.

Governor Ali Modu Sherrif 
made this known yesterday in 
Maiduguri in response to are-

From Abdullahi Bego,
Regional Editor 

| (Maiduguri)

‘haby’bridges that link rural com­
munities to help them practise 
their skills.
* The GOC observed that 
while the army have a crop of 
well trained engineers, many of lcsp0ase 10 a re- well trained engineers many of

quest by the visiting General Of- them “now do very little because

a™ CT ^ . . <G? C,. ? W ~  ft* « n ,y »Armoured Division, Jos, Major 
General Isiaku Ahmed Dikko, 
who paid him a courtesy visit.

General Dikko had requested 
the governor to engage army en­
gineers in the 21 Armoured 
Bidgate, Maiduguri, by provid­
ing them with jobs such as the 
construction of rural roads and

O u j u i j  u

offer them (in terms of engineer 
ing works).”

General Ahmed Dikko added
that the army engin^fcrs would 
be very willing to perform such 
services at rates lower than those

what we are asking for is an op­
portunity to give our men the 
chance to continue to practise”, 
he said.

The GOC also revealed that 
the Nigerian Army is involved in 
a massive, soon-to-take-offtree i 
planting exercise, designed to halt! 
problems associated with i 
disertification.

The tree planting exercise is i 
part o f Obasanjo administra- ! 
tion’s drive to establish a ‘green j 
wall ’ against desert encroachment I 
by planting up to one million ! 
trees from Sokoto to the edge of 
the Lake Chad.

While assuring the GOC thatcharged by contractors. “The job *  While assuring the GOC that j
they will do will be a lot cheaper m°  State government will |
^ ----- 1 patronise the army engineersthan what a contractor will do.

'V. advocates
permanent solution to

Niger Delta crises
T ' From Dele Ogunyemi.

correspondent (Ibadan)
I he only panacea to the 
recurring youth res 
tiveness in the Niger *i • .

Delta region is for the federal Alam.eyese.gha called for the
government to cease to have de''eIopmeTf  o f a deliberate [

and properly executed jobmonopoly over mineral re­
sources and enable states and 
local governments with re­
quired funding to attain their 
development objectives, the 

| governor o f  Bayelsa State,

MT - - Z ----------J  - . W U I V U  JWU

creation strategy for the Niger 
Delta “so that the many agi­
tated and qualified youths 
and adults alike can enjoy job 
placements”.

Furthermore, a N igerChiefD.S.P.Alamieyeseigha, ? Nlger
has declared m Ibadan ? * *  Industrial Bank should

be established with a specificIn the alternative, the gov­
ernor said the federal govern­
ment should immediately in- 

% still confidence in the people 
o f the Niger Delta and dem­
onstrate that it is genuinely 
interested in developing this 
vital religion, which he de- 

j scribed as “the real food bas­
ket o f  the nation".

Governor Alamieyeseigha 
made the declaration at a pub­
lic lecture entitled: “The Niger
Delta Crises, Yesterday, Today 
and Tomorrow,” under the 
auspices o f  the Institute o f  
African Studies, University o f  
Ibadan.

In the lecture which lasted 
| two hours, Governor 
Alamieyeseigha noted with 
concern that the Niger Delta 
had suffered 200 years o f  
worsening physical and eco­
nomic crises and blamed them 
on unfavourable economic, 
educational and social secu­
rity policies by government 
against the indigenes.

According to the gover­
nor, it is regrettable that the 
Niger Deha region from which 
the country derives over 90 
per cent o f  its foreign ex­
change learnings through the 
oil and gas revenue is left in 
such a pitiable backward po­
sition with most o f  its people 
neglected and impoverished 

“The Niger Delta, as it is 
today, qualifies as a national 
emergency”, the governor 
stated regretfully, saying  
there is degradation all over 
die place with little or noth­
ing to show for the multi-bil­
lion dollar oil being extracted 
from the hand

To change the negative 
trend , G overnor

mandate to ensure the eco- i 
nomic development o f the re­
gion, he recommended.

Governor Sherrif also! 
commended the army for im- j  
proving security in the state, 
which shares a border with the 
republics of Cameroon, Chad and 
Niger.

Governor Sherrif also ex­
pressed appreciation for the ar­
my’s recognition of the state 
government’s socio-economic in­
terventions, saying that with the 
generous comments of the GOC 
in that direction, “we can now 
sleep very well”.

The governor also called on 
the GOC to continue to ensure 
that men of the armed forces re­
main steadfast in their fight 
against crime and criminal activi­
ties in the state, in view of the 
fact that Bomo State has a com­
mon border with three neigh­
bouring countries, which makes 
it unique in terms of security re­
quirements and readiness.I T  4 rancms ana readiness.

Police halt students’ riots
T he police yesterdav l- ■. . ------- ,

1

he police yesterday 
averted what would 
have been a major 

breakdown o f law and order 
as students o f  Rivers State 
College o f  Education took to 
the roads to protest various 
issues including neglect and 
insensitivity on the part o f  
die school authorities and the 
increase in school fees re­
cently announced.

Our reporter gathered 
that trouble started in the

From Ikcnna Emeka 
Okpani, Bureau Chief, 

(Port Harcourt)
their hands would be charged 
to court to serve as a deter-1 
rent to other students who j 
might want to take laws into | 
their hands.

“The school has laid! 
down procedure o f  venting\ 
grievances but the students I 
took the laws into their hands I 
and would have caused seri-1•**"* «wuuiv atm icu in me A

early hours o f  Tuesday when problem ln the area.
the students started demon- _ police amved there, the

students attacked them with
the students started demon­
strating around the school 
premises leading to quick in­
tervention by the police.

An eyewitness told our 
reporter that the police used 
tear gas to dispel the protest­
ers and in the process, ar­
rested at least 20 o f  them who 
were then taken to the police 
station. People who saw the 
police van that conveyed the 
arrested students told our re­
porter that some o f  them were 
in bad shape with battered 
heads and torn clothes.

When D aily Trust con­
tacted the police public rela­
tions officer in the state, Mrs 
Ircju Barasua, she confirmed 
that the police had arrested 
some students who partici­
pated in the riot whom she 
said had been taken to the 
force CID. Although she 
could not say the number o f  
students in police custody, 
she confirmed that investiga­
tions were on and those 
found to have taken laws into

dangerous weapons. They 
behaved like animals,” she 
said

She said the area com­
mand in the area, Mr Dekibo 
led the anti -riot operation and 
commended them for what 
she called professional han­
dling o f  the case. Our reporter 
gathered that although the 
police are saying they used 
only minimal force to bring law 
and order to the situation, 
some o f  the arrested students 
were manhandled resulting in 
bad injuries in some cases, 
and none o f  the injured per­
sons had been taken to hos­
pital.

Efforts to get the school 
authorities to comment on the 
issue failed before press time I 
but our reporter gathered that 
the National Association o f : 
Nigerian Students was look-! 
ing into the case and had! 
called on the police to ensure I 
the release o f  the arrested '

T h e entire nation watched with disbelief and a sense o f  admiration as the Nasarawa 
embarked ™der * e |^ derehiP o f Alhaji (Dr) Abdullah. Adamu (SartinYakin

administration the enviable® tag o f  the “p e a c e m S ” g°vemor-Adamu »ed

Today, that peace that 
purposes returned to the 
are not taken to address M
to explode in some parts o f  the State

w,sh to ra ,*  an alarm over attempts by few i n d i v i d l l a l 8  o f f e  T
in Chen compound o f  Omagede village area o f  Krana i  „ . £
could lead to breaddown „ f  faw and j E T o ^ , ! X  '°  ““

demarcations o f  1916 1919 and 1924 arart from  « , co“,d traced in the boarder

State, particularly in 1988,1990 and 1995. people of Benue

ffl£3 £ 5 S S E 3 £ 5 S
Nasarawa by insisting that Omagede is a part o f  BemTstate

a t l a t e  district head o f

where he was bom is threatening to turn out to t e " ? f e j T t h t VI, ,a8e o f  Keana 
crisis in Keana and other parts o f  the State. “  * t0 o f  anoAer

authorities and the attempt by those few individuals t o S t y l a y  c l T "  
belonging to Guma LGC o f  Benue State after the burial. ^  38

PRAYERS
In view o f  the foregoing therefore, we wish to state as follows:

1  ^ ^  Par nate,y to the Federal Boundary  Commission to finally settle 
his recurring dispute over the boundary between Nasarawa and R pn.i e , , ,

2 T h eN ^ 1"8 ° V  final SUFVey demarcati°n o f  the areas under contention ^
The Nasarawa State Government under the leadership o f  G o vern or  a w  n u 
A da™  (Sark,„ Yakin Keffi) should, as ,  mane,
form and dust Its peace initiative by taking measures that w L d  a v «  I S S e
outbreak o f crises and breakdown o f  law and orHpr in Tt.- Possi
the fact that there are authortties o f  Keam, LGC a ^  Z  
the issue under review vcinmeniover

3 K L n  BenVui";„aHn mainU,i=n ““  rel,tive P - ^ ' ^ s t e n c e  existing oetween Benue and Nasarawa States, we wish to call on the Benue
Government to as usual, come together with our State Government so as to find

with ourselves and our neighbours and are ready to as always follow t h ^ t h  
o f  peace and harmonious co-existence. * ’ * *  ̂

Long Live Keana LG A!
Long Live Nasarawa State!!
Long Live Federal Republic o f Nigeria!!!

SIGNED:

1. Oki Community Leader -AbariAgbhoshu
2. Iwagu Community Leader -OsanaOrume
3. Obene Community Leader -Ogbole Idadu
4. Amiri Community Leader -OdanuOmrii
5. SgtGodwin Thabo uaapuOgaji
6. Mr. Moses Ogyere
7. Mr. Gbayima Nyam
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e rejoice with you pn the 

Occasion of the Conferment 

of the Prestigious title of 

• FELLOW OF THE NIGERIA 
SOCIETY OF ENGINEERS* on 

you today.

A Distinguished Honourable, a 

gentleman, an achiever, and a 

builder. There cannot*) be a 

better title  than fA 

Distinguished Fellow* of the 

renowned Engineers Society.

An Honour well deserved.

Engr. (A lh ) Bala B a n ye , fn s e
Honourably Commissioner 

id Housing)
Katiina State

Alhaji Shuaibu Idris (Mlkati), Alhaji Murtala Ibrahim Safana, (Hon.) Dr. Amlnu Shu’aibu Safana, Alhaji Saleh Shehu, 

Malam Tanimu Yakubu Kuril, Alhajt Abba Satyadi Ruma, Dr. Mustafa Mohammed inuwa,

Barrister Ibrahim Shema, Dr. Garba Shehu Matazu, Alhajt Sule Nuhu Kukl, Alhaji Kabir Tukur Birchl, 

Alhaji. Amlnu Abubakar Kurfi, Alhaji Ibrahim Maigarl Buhari, Dr. Salisu Banye,

Alhaji Mansir Shehu Rabi'u. Alhaji Muntarl Mohammed Kurfi, Alhaji Ahmed Rufal,

Hon. Justice Musa Danladl Abubakar, Engr. Bala Maimaje, Alhaji Muntari Malmaje, Alhaji Ahmed Usman El-Marzuq, 

Malam Armaya'u Ibrahim Kuril, Barrister Mohammed Buba Chakala, Dr. Atiku TambuwAl-Oonfawan Sokoto, 

Alhaji Aminu Sirajo Darma, Alhaji Al-Amln Musa, Alhaji Buhari Umaru Safana, Engr. Kabir A. Barklya, 

Alhaji Abdulhamid Danmusa, Alhaji Shehu Adamu Masari, Alhaji Lawal Rufa'i Safana, Alhaji Aliyu Rabi'u Kurfi. 

Alhaji Suleiman Yakubu Safana, Alhaji Dikko Abdullahi, Engr. Dayyabu Mamman, Alhaji Dahiru Mangal.
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A worthy recogn it

(1) E ngineer Bala A lm u Banye FNSE, Hon. Commissioner o f  Works, Housing
& Transport, Katsina State

(2) E ngineer Rabiu Ibrahim  FNSE, Director o f  Civil Engineering, Ministry
o f  Works, Housing & Transport, Katsina State 

(.5) Engineer Kabir Um ar FNSE, Director/Project Manager, Ministry o f  Health
Katsina State

Engineer Bala Almu 
Banye FNSE

Engineer Rabiu Ibrahim
t 'y st Engineer Kabir Umar

■"*% i n n

As you are being confered with fellowship award of Nigerian Society o f Engineers (NSE) 
today, 18th March, 2005, we in S C L  share with you the joy o f this great achievement. Your 
contributions to the development o f Katsina State and the Country in general are clear indications 
o f  you r  hard w on  aw ard o f  F e llo w s h ip  o f  th is  e s te e m e d  s o c ie ty ,  j.

CONGRATULATION TO ALL OF YOU

i
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Afe Babalola advocates return 
to parliamentary, regional govt

Senior Advocate o f  
Nigeria, C hief Afe 

lota, has called 
for a restructured Nigeria 
under a parliamentary and 
regioaal system o f  
government. He made thecal! 
in Ibadan on Wednesday 
while delivering the first 
annual memorial lecture in

foundation general secretary 
o f  the* pan-Yoruba socio­
cultural. group, Yoruba 
Council o f  Elders (YCE).-.

W hile advocating the 
adoption o f the parliamentary

[ F r o m  Dele Ogaayem i, £._
correspondent Ibadan J  

system of government as 
against the present 
presidential system, Chief 
Babalola argued that “the. 
American form o f  
presidential system  o f  
government being operated

whole system needs 
overhauling and restructuring 
in order to coniform to 
presidential features'.

While calling for a regional 
government, he stressed the 
need for more powers to the 
zones, instead o f  
concentration o f  powers and

H is high time 
reality o f our existence,” he 
maintained /

He however stated that if  
Nigeria must continue with 
the presidential system, ‘the

Nasarawa judicial workers 
give 21-day ultimatum

Judicial workers in 
Nassarawa state have 
given  the state 
governm ent a 2 1 -day 

ultimatum to, among other 
things, address the issue o f  
non-implementation o f  arrears 
o f  promoted staff in the state 
judiciary or face the wrath.

The workers, under the 
aegis o f Judicial Employees 
Negotiating Council (JENC), 
said i f  pn March 29,2005, the 
state government did not 
address their grievances, they 
would down tool to press 
home their demands.

The strike threat was 
contained in a communique 
jointly signed by the state’s r 
chairmen o f  Judiciary Staff 
A ssociation  o f  N igeria ; 
(JUSAN), Area Courts Judges 
and Magistrates Association 
o f  Nigeria (MAN), Mr Simon 
A. Auna, Yusuf Yakubu and 
Sam a’ila  I. 1 U sain i, 
respectively, among other 
signatories.

A ccording to the 
! communique, the Nassarawa 
: state judiciary does not enjoy 
the status o f  a third arm o f  the

By Abdullahi M. 
Gulloma^Labour Reporter.
constitution by the state 
government has affected the 
smooth administration o f  
justice in the state.

The judicial workers also 
called on the state 
government to give the 
state’s Judicial Service 
Commission unfolded 
independence as envisaged 
by section I9 7 ,p tll , o f the 
third schedule o f  the 1999 
Constitution, and ensure 
that all entitlements 
accruabie to the staff o f die 
state judiciary are paid as 
and when they are due.

NBA loses 
member

-rRovcmmenti|ia s ^ s h n n |̂ ,̂

| which was made available to 
the Daily Trust, said also that 
the state judiciary w as 
subjected to the ‘tortuous 
process o f  having to queue up 
at the office o f  the state’s Head 
o f  Civil Service to collect its 
entitlements’.

“The judiciary will have to 
go running cup in hand, 
pursuing its salaries and other 
monies due to it'from  the 
execu tive to such an 
embarrassing situation that 
instead o f  being legal drafters 
and interpreters o f  the law, it 
has become memo writers,” it 
said.

The workers also called on 
i the state government to heed 
| to the provision o f  section 121 
| (3) o f  the 1999 Constitution 
| o f  the Federal Republic o f  ; 
Nigeria which states that: 
“Any amount standing to the 

; credit o f  the judiciary in the I 
Consolidated Revenue Fund 

i o f  the state shall be paid 
directly to the heads o f  the 
courts concerned.”

According to the workers, I 
the ndn-implementation o f  

[section 121 (3 )  o f  the

By Mohammed Slrasinyx,
Correspondent. Lagos

he N igerian Bar 
A ssociation , Ikeja 
branch, has

announced the death o f  one 
o f  its members, Barrister 
Nwokedi Nwafor.

Tl
from branch, died on  
Sunday, the 6* day o f  March 
2005, at the age o f  53.

N w okedi attended St 
John’s Primary School, and 
St V incent’s Secondary  
School, both at Agbogugu, 
for h is primary and 
secondary education. He 
was called to bar in 1983 
after com pleting his law  
degree, and had since retired 
to private practice as the 
head o f  Nwokedi Nwafor & 
CO. in Ikeja, Lagos.

The late lawyer, who had 
a stint in journalism, rose to 
the exalted position o f  legal 
adviser to the Daily Times, 
and was elected  into the 
Constituent Assem bly o f  
1 9 8 8 /8 9 , representing Awgu 
North, East and West 
Federal Constituency in the 
old Anambra State.

According to the burial 
arrangement from the 

.fam ily, there w ill be a 
Christian wake af his 
residence, 13, Olaribiro 
Street, Ikeja, on Monday, 28 
March, 2005. He w ill be 
buried at his home town, 
Akwu village, Agbogugu, on 
April 1 2005.

in the country should be- 
re&tructuredio zones with die 
present six zones increased to 
eight to accommodate more 
nationalities o f  common 
origins.

H ospitals which reject 
accident victim s 
brought to them by 

road marshals risk a fine o f  
N50,000. This was disalosed 
by the Nasarawa State FRSC 
sector commander, Mr Hekla 
Nehemiah. ~

Mr Nehemiah told the 
News Agency o f  N igeria 
(NAN) on Wednesday in 
Lafia that the order would 
come into effect from April 
3, adding that traffic 
offenders would also pay NS, 
000 fines instead of N500 
from that date.

r? He said the 
had intensified its 
enlightenment camp 
motorists and ether members 
o f  the piddk not to violate 
traffic rules.

The number o f  road

Reject accident victims, 
pay N50,000 fine—FRSC
accident^ m die state dropped 
from 40 per cent in 2083 to 
35 per cent last year, he said, 
adding that so far, it had 
witnessed a five percent drop 
this year.' Nehemiah 
attributed the drop to the 
command’s aggressive

The sector command 
regretted the absence 
towing van and ambulance in 
the command, and appealed 
to the state government to

Nehemiah reminded the 
governm ent that the

o f accident

road,users 
urged them to naaSaitJfer
positive development so that 
lives and property could be
saved on highways.

Police 
osecntc 

and lawyers 
enjoined to be 

diligent

Governor Danjuma Goje o f Gombe State (left) in a warm handshake with the chmnman 
National Action Committee on Aids, dr. babatunde Oshotimehin at Government House 
Gombe . . . r e c e n t l y __________________________ -________

NPC to spend N35 
2005 Census

he National Population 
Commission says it is

provided with N35.5b for the 
exercise.

The chairman o f  the 
commission. Chief Sama’ila 
Makama, made this known 
yesterday during a public 
forum organised by the 
commission in Uyo to usher 
in the commencement o f  the 

; exercise.
Chief Makama said out o f  

the amount, N14b has been 
set aside as wages for 9 0 0 0  

personnel - engaged as 
enumerators across the 
country, and the balance shall 
be used for the acquisition o f  
autom obiles and other 
facilities required for the 
exercise.

The NPC said the N35.5b 
was jointly donated by the 
federal governm ent and 
international donors, mainly 
from European countries. He 
further disclosed that with the 

.am ount, the com m ission  
would comfortably conduct 
the census with all amount o f  
transparency, while the result

From Edet Ekanem,
correspondent Uyo

The chairman further 
called  on com m unities, 
landlords and individuals to 
provide accom m odation  
facilities to enumerators who 
w ill be posted to their 
communities. He however 
warned against bribing them 
to inflate the census figure to 
their advantage.

C hief Makama revealed 
that census tribunal has been 
set up for aggrieved  
individuals who may want to 
contest the census results. 
He noted that in view o f  the 
controversy surrounding the 
demarcation o f  areas for the

census, the commission has 
planned to publish the 
demarcated areas in order to 
make it possible for omitted 
areas to be included in the 
areas designed for the

I f f  tn ercT b re  a p p e a le d  to
N igerians to make 
them selves available for 
counting because, according 
to him, those not found 
within the demarcated areas 
will not be counted.

In his response, Governor 
Obong Victor Attah o f  Akwa 
Ibom State, represented by 
his adviser on Political and 
Legislative Affairs, Elder Joe 
U dobia, appealed to the 
commission to provide an 
acceptable results at the end 
o f  the exerc ise , w hile  
prom ising a peaceful 
atmosphere for the exercise 
throughout the state.

By Benjamin Auta, Crime 
\ R eporter  j

In a bid to tackle the 
problem o f decongestion 
o f prisons in the country, 
the acting Inspector-General 

o f  P o lice , Mr. Sunday 
Ehindero, has summoned a 
m eeting o f  all p o lice  
prosecutors, lawyers and 
directors o f  public  
prosecution to a 
stakeholders' meeting.

During the meeting, Mr 
Ehmdero expressed dismay 
at the way police prosecutors 
performed is  court, and that 
their inefficiency had ted to 
fee decongestion o f  prisons 
with over 70% of people who 
were presumed innocent 
languishing in jail while 
awaiting trial.

He said that the i^sue o f  
‘Holden-Charge’ had been 
declared moribund by law, as 
any person detained under it 
must be released  
unconditionally. He said that 
the role o f  prosecutors in 
criminal justice system was 
to prosecute and not to
p e r s e c u t e ,  a n d  to  jp reseiy t i .  
B ieit1 w e re  a n d  ■
not to distort facts.

He called  on the 
prosecutors to be thorough 
and expedient in the course 
o f carrying out their duties, 
noting that police prosecutors 
must have a thorough  
knowledge o f the law.

Mr. Ehindero further 
disclosed that apart from 
training prosecutors abroad, 
a two-week seminar course 
would be organised for them 
locally where professionals 
drawn from the Federal 
Ministryof Justice, National 
Judicial Institute and human 
rights groups will educate 
them to make them more 
proactive.

Hospital renovation gulp
Gov. Ahmadu Mu’azu Mu’azu noted that anoSer eonsi 

d
>f Bauchi State has 

d isc lo sed  that the 
state government has so far 
spent about N964 million to 
renovate its general 
hospitals. He announced this 
at the opening o f  the 
upgraded Boto General 
Hospital in Tafawa Balewa 
council area ori Wednesday.

N 139  m illion  had been  
earmarked for the repair o f  
three other hospitals. •*' 

M eanw hile, the
government has committed 
N 116 m illion  to the 
renovation o f its School o f  
Nursing and Midwifery, and 
another N436 million to the

construction o f the School o f  
Health Technology, Ningi. 
M u’azu said equipm ent 
worth N95 million had been 
procured for the general 
hospitals at Boto and Burra.

‘A contract had also been 
awarded for the supply o f  
hospital equipment worth 
N107 million,’ he added.
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a vj uuucs dnm uiiig
contract for ghost road
e h i s  s s"n a press re lease  from 

th e  o f f ic e  o f  th e  
.m in is te r  o f  w o rk s , 

S e n a to r  A d e se y e
O gunlew e, signed by his 

ic h ie f  p re s s  s e c re ta ry ,  
L a w re n c e  O ja b o , th e  
Federal M inistry o f  Works 
has debunked  the recen t 
c la im  by  a n a tio n a l  
new spaper last w eek that 
it aw arded a contract for a 
ghost road. The statem ent 
d isc losed  the road under 
reference as the K atsina- 
A la -Z a k i B iam —B u ru k u  
road , a fed e ra l h ighw ay  

I duly listed in the inventory 
o f  Federal H ighw ays and 
the Federal H ighw ay Act 

j Cap 135 o f  1990.
A c c o rd in g  to  th e

m in is try  o f  w o rk s , the  
section  from  K atsina-A la- 
Zaki Biam was part o f  the 
m ajor no rth -sou th  federal 
highw ay route  A-4 (R .^0) 
w h ic h  o r ig in a te s  fro m  
C a la b a r  th ro u g h  Ik o m — 
O g o ja -  K a tsina-A Ia-Z ak i 
B ia m - W u k a r i - N u m a n — 
B iu-D am boa to M aiduguri.

T h e  p re s s  s ta te m e n t  
s a id  th e  s e c t io n  fro m  
U gba-B uruku  was part o f  
the federal highw ay route 
(R .456) w hich o rig in a tes  
fro m  M a k u rd i th ro u g h  
Y a n d ev -B u ru k u -U g b a  to 
Zaki B iam , The K atsina- 
A la - Z a k i  B ia f l i-U g b a -

Reps pledge to resolve 
Pension problems

B uruku road is therefo re  
not a ghost road. It said 
that contract for the 56 km 
ro a d , w h ic h  p a s s e s  
th rough  the m ost fertile  
an d  r ic h  a g r ic u l tu r a l  
areas o f  B enue sta te  and 
links Taraba—B enue with 
C ro ss  R iv e r  s ta te , w as 
aw arded to M essrs. P. W. 
Nig. Ltd for the sum  o f  
N 2 .7 3  b i l l io n  w ith  a 
com pletion  period  o f  24 
m onths. The m inistry  said 
that w ork was in progress 
u n t i l  th e  c o n t r a c to r  
a b a n d o n e d  th e  s i te  
te m p o ra r ily  d u r in g  the 
com m unal clashes at the 
b o u n d a ry  o f  B e n u e / 
T arab a  s ta te s  in 2 0 0 2 / 
2003.

h o u s a n d s  o f  
p ro te s t in g  y o u th s  
h a v e  h e ld  th e  

D utse  local govern m en t 
c h a irm a n , A lh a ji  B a la  
Yargaba, and m em bers o f  
th e  J ig a w a  s ta te  W ard 
D e v e lo p m e n t  F u n d  
C o m m itte e  h o s ta g e  fo r 
over 4 hours. T hey w ere 
d e m a n d in g  fo r  th e
re le a s e  o f  th e  m o n th ly  
w ard  d eve lopm en t fund, 
w hich  th e ir  h o s tag es  o f  

i s ip h o n in g  o f f .  T h e  
you th s , w ho rep resen ted  
196 w ards o f  the council, 
accused  the chairm an  o f  
s iphon ing  o ff  m illions o f  
n a ir a  fro m  th e  s t a t e ’s 
a c c o u n t  f o r  j o i n t  
developm ent.

A c c o r d in g  to  th e  
y o u th s’ leader, A bdullah i
A dam u Kude, the council 
h a s  lo n g  d e n ie d  th e  
w om en o f  the 196 w ards 
the m onthly  fund o f  N20, 
0 0 0  r e le a s e d  fo r  th e

Jigawa Youths protest alleged 
diversion of LG funds

FromHassanA. Karafi governm en t areas and 50
|  Correspondent^ (Dutse)  d e v e lo p m e n t  a r e a s  o f

Jigaw a the sta te  had put
the s ta te  g o v e rn m en t at 
lo g g e rh e a d s  w ith  lo ca l 
o f f ic ia ls  and  led  to the  
s ta te  g o v e r n m e n t ’s 
d e c is io n  to  r e o r g a n is e

FG promises

T
he chairm an o f  the 
H ouse o f  Repre­
sentatives Com-mittee 
on Pensions, Hon. Sani 

: Sha aban, indicated1 
yesterday that the committee 
will ‘permanently resolve all 
c o m p lica tio n s’ in the 
m an^cm enl o f pensions in 
this country. Speaking at a 
m eeting with param ilitary 
services to ascertain their 
preparedness to implement 
the 2004 Pensions Act, he 
d isc lo sed  tha t certa in  
anomalies existed in the 2005 
budget w ith regard  to 
pensions.

Hon. S h a ’aban an- 
j nounced that the committee,
I which was established to look 
into the perennial problems of 
pensions in the country and 
p rescrib e  perm anen t 
solutions to them, will study 

| the budget and m ake 
presentations to President 

i Olusegun Oba-sanjo on how 
best to im prove pensions 
management in the country. 
He urged the param ilitary 
serv ices to prov ide all 
necessary information to the 
com m ittee  for a speedy 

i assessment o f the situation.
In his brief, the controller- 

; genera l o f  pensions, Mr. 
j Abraham I. Akpe, appealed to 
l the federal governm ent to 
| reconsider the monthly 7.5 per 
[cent co n trib u tio n  o f  the 
! Pensions Board to the pay-as- 

' j you-go pension scheme o f the 
federal public civil service and 
the Federal Capital Territory.

; Mr. Akpe suggested that the 
I Pensions Board be treated in 

j  the same way as the militaiy, 
w hich  co n tribu tes 2.5 % 
monthly to the scheme. He 
also called for 100% payment 
o f gratuity to retirees rather 
than the piecemeal payment 
o f  pensions and dTeath 

i benefits, adding that funds 
budgeted for the payment of 
five years pensions and 
gratuities tended to distort the 
payment schedule in view of 
the fact tha t vo lun tary  
retirees from service and 
those who die o r resign

p o v e r ty  a l l e v i a t i o n  
p ro g ram m e. The you th s  
d e c id e d  to  p r o te s t ,  he 
said , in o rd e r to p rev en t 
a reoccurrence o f  w hat he 
c a l le d  ‘d u b io u s  an d
f ra u d u le n t a c t iv i t ie s  in . local g overnm en ts, 
the  d isb u rsem en t o f  the 
local d evelopm en t fu n d .’

D a ily  T ru s t  r e p o r ts  
th a t  th e  p ro te s t  n e a r ly  
go t out o f  hand  w hen the 
you ths in s is ted  tha t they 
w ould  not leave un til the i  
m o n th ly  a l lo c a t io n  o f !
N 2 0 , 000  fo r w o m e n ’s 
d e v e lo p m e n t  w as  ! 
re leased .

It w ou ld  be re c a lle d  
tha t accu sa tio n s o f  fund 
d iv ers io n  in the 27 local

for Sokoto road 
construction

T:

ByZainabAlimi,
Political Reporter

Im m igration , and Prisons 
Pensions Office (CIPPO), Mr,
Sani M oham m ed B abura, 
disclosed that the retirement 
benefits o f  their officers were 
funded from the consolidated 
revenue fund through the 
Federal Ministry of Finance, 
w hile th e ir  recu rren t 
expend itu re  and cap ita l 
projects budget were allocated 
through Federal Ministry o f 
Internal Affairs.

He said that pensioners 
presently  on their payroll 
number about 5,595. O f this
number 232 were categorised  ...........  „ ..... ..

civilian while there Minister o f  Solid Minerals /-/T.
were 19 officers from the members o f  the I e a la  Youth r  •/ ’ Odton Ugbesia (middle) discussing with
C ustom s, 21 Trom the Coal Mine in K o ti T  » f  Nigeria over the poor conditions o f  the Okaha
Immigration, and 23 from the M ine in Kogi S ta te ... recently.
Prisons Services. He added 
that section 8 o f  the new 
Pensions Act states that any 
o ffice r w ho at the
commencement o f the Act is 
entitled to retirement benefits 
under any pension scheme 
ex isting  before  the
commencement of the Act, but 
has three years or less to 
retire, shall be exempted from 
the new pension  schem e.
Such officers would receive 
th e ir benefits  under the 
existing pension arrangement.
‘Under the implementation of 
the new Pensions Act 2004, 
the pension right o f exempted 
paramilitary employees has 
been taken over by the 
N ational Pensions
Commission (NPC),’ he said.

 '  ;— o ‘ ... r

Obasanjo commissions 
proj ects in Kebbi tomorrow
A s part o f  activities FromAminuMohammpri. I C O m m i s s i  nr i f r l  Kxr _ 

A

part o f  activities 
m arking this y e a r’s 

' ■ A r g u n g u  
i In te rn a t io n a l  F ish in g  
j F e s tiv a l, the  p re s id e n t, 

C hief Olusegun Obasanjo, 
is to  c o m m iss io n  the  
Birinin Kebbi VVF Centre, 
am ong other p ro jec ts  .A 
programme o f events made 
a v a ila b le  to  the 
in d ic a te d  th a t 
p re s id e n t ,  w ho 
expected in the Kebbi state 

w ill

p re s s
the

w as

From Aminu Mohammed,
j  Regional Editor (Sokoto)

k ic k - s ta r t  h is  t ig h t 
s c h e d u le  w ith  the  
c o m m is s io n in g  o f  the  
K ebbi state p residen tia l 
lodge. He will thereafter 
co m m iss io n  the n ew ly  
d u a lis e d  M u rta la  
M oham m ed Way in the 
state capital and later the 
H aliru A batu road, also in 
the s ta te  cap ita l. O ther 
p ro je c ts  to  be.......................    ; c a p ita l  y e s te rd a y , w n i - 7

IQP set to meet target on NHF
Ehindero. has helH ,   Crime R e p o r t e r | Federal Mortgage Bank. The

Nigeria (FMBN) was set up to committee chairman, Hon. 
expedite action on the issue ^T U .  1:__ 1___  1

ie Inspector-General of 
•Police, Mr. Sunday 
Ehindero, has held 

m eetings to discuss the 
remission o f contributions to 

j  the Housing Fund deducted 
from police salaries since the 
scheme was launched in 1994. 
This was made known to Daily 

I Trust in a statement signed by 
the force image maker, Mr. 
Emmanuel Igbodalo (SP). The

x   IOOUL.
The police boss charged them 
to meet the deadline o f  the 
House o f  Representatives 
Committee for the remittance of 
the fund.

The House o f 
Representatives Committee on 
Housing and Urbancanno t be accu ra te ly  ‘̂ ment said that a committee Housing and ‘Urban

ascertained and budgeted for police fore! n o h T °  ° f ' ? evelopmcnt recently ordered
In his presentation, the ! * *  IGP to reftlnd within «

Osita Izuanuso, disclosed that 
his discovered that the police 
had failed to remit the N2.3 
b illion  deducted from its 
officers and men for the NHF 
to the FMBN, which is the legal 
recipient o f the deductions.

While apologising, the IGP 
adm itted that the police 
violated the rules by not
making remittance. He indicted 1

TT A < n \ r  r»_ • !• .

c o m m iss io n e d  by  th e  
president before attending 
th is y e a r ’s grand  fish ing  
show  at A rgungu include 
the Gwadangwaji bye-pass, 
the Adamu A liero Housing 
E sta te , and the  re c e n tly  
rehabilitated Birnin Kebbi- 
A rg u n g u  ro a d . The 
p re s id e n t  w ill a lso  
commission the Zauro water 
w o rk s  a lo n g  th e  B irn in  
K ebbi-A rgungu road.

M eanw hile the annual 
K abanchi d isp lay , w hich 
attracts a large audience, is 
sc h e d u le d  to tak e  p lace  
to d a y  at th e  A rg u n g u  
racecourse. O ther activities 
lined up for today include 
th e  c a n o e  ra c e , m e n ’s 
sw im m in g  w ith  p o ts  j 
ba lanced  on th e ir  heads, ! 
w ater relay, sw im m ing on 
guard, wild duck catching, : 
am ong others. Events like j 
th e  a n n u a l a g r ic u l tu ra l  
tra d e  fa ir , a rc h e ry , and 
dram a com petitions have 
a lread y  been com pleted . 
The final lap o f  the m otor

nm

From A bdulfatai A bdulsalam i,

Correspondent (Sokoto)

he federa l g o v e rn ­
m ent has prom ised  

—  to pay  the sum  o f  
N2.4 b illion  to the Sokoto 
s ta te  g o v e rn -m e T h e  
federa l govern m en t has 
promised to pay the sum o f 
N2.4 billion to the Sokoto 
state governm ent as part- 
paym ent to the contractor 
handling the construction o f 
the R im aw a-SabonB irnin  
local government link road, j 
This promise was made by 
the minister o f works, (Chief) 
Senator Adeseye Ogunlewe, 
while on an inspection tour j 
of ’ eder; 1 government roads 

| unde construction  in the I 
state. The 60-kilometre road,

| which was awarded to PW ! 
Nig. Ltd. at tl ost o f N5.5 | 
billion with a part-payment of 
N2.24 million some months 
ago, was the first port o f call 
on the minister’s itinerary. He 
said that the g eminent will 
-nsure the payment o f  the 
sum o f N 2 .4 t ;lIion and also 
pay the balance  to the 
contr_cJor as soon as the 
budget is approved.

The minister maintained 
that the federal government 
is inter :,ted in making all 
roads o f  in te rn a tio n a l 
standard , adding  that the 
move by the Sokoto state I 
government was a right step 
in the right direction.

Speak ing  ea rlie r, the I 
Sokoto s fe governor, Alhaji 
Attahiru Dalhatu Bafarawa, I 
no*ed tha t he decided  to 

l emb on the construction 
: ofthi > aft<“r an assurance 

by . p resid en t that tl ? 
expe .„es would be paid back 
tc  the S okoto  sta te  
government in due course, j 
He therefore thagked Mr. 
President for accepting to 
pay buck the total expenses ! 
im aired by the state, noting 
th a t the road  w as v e r y ! 
im p o rta n t.n t, as p a r t i  
paym ent to the co n trac to r | 
handling  the construction  
of the road from Rimawa — j 
S a b o n  — Si ra in  .o c a l 
governm en t areas o f  th 
s ta te .
, T h is  p ro m is e d  w a s ; 

m ade l » f  the M in iste r o f  
W orks, (C h ie f)  S e n a to r  
A deseye O gunlew e " 'h ile  I 
on in sp ec tio n  o f  J«.deral 
g o v ern m en t roads under 
construction  ip the state.

The 60 k ilom eter road 
aw arded to PW . Nig. Ltd 
at the cost o fN 5 .5  b illion  
w ith  a p a r t  p a y m e n t o f  
N 2 .2 4  m il l io n  so m e  
m onths ago was the first .
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I n s i d e  P o l i t i c s
NewConstitutionAlmostReai
Senator Omar Abufrakar Hambagda who represents 
Borno South Senatorial District is also the chairman 
o f the sub committee on the Executive o f the National 
Assembly Joint Committee fo r  the review o f  the 
constitution. In this interview with Isa Sanusi he bared 
his mind on some topical issues. Ekcerpt:

On R eview  o f  1999  p re v io u s  se n a te  as a 
C onstitu tion  working document. We also

To amend even a held public hearings at the

the state assem blies ,they 
still have to get the views 
o f  v a rio u s  stake  h o lders 
w h ich  had  n o t been  
presented to us and then it 
w ill com e b ack  to  us 
.Rem em ber that even Mr.

'C onstitution
To amend even a 

s in g le  lin e  '-of -the 
constitution is not -an easy 
task. The previous National 
Assem bly has gone round 
th e  c o u n try  ,c o lle c te d  
public opinion, synthesized 
v iew s  and  m ade 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s :  
u n fo r tu n a te ly  ■ th ese  
am en d m en ts  w ere  no t 
passed up to the tim e the 
te n u re  o f  th a t n a tio n a l 
assem bly expired. And in 
tendem with our legislative 
ru le s  tho se  am endm en ts 
lapsed with the end o f the 
tenure  o f  tha t session. A 
new  c o m m itte e  w as 
th e re fo re  se t -up. T h is 
committee was divided into 
various sub committees and 
we are using the documents 
brought forw ard from the

national assem bly to give 
feedback to N igerians on 
what the previous National 
A ssem bly  g enera ted . A ll 
the sub com m ittees have 
compiled their reports and 
we are now  w a itin g  fo r 
fu n d in g  w h ich  is b e in g  
so u rc e d  J?y the  D ep u ty  
S enate  P re s id e n t, A lha ji 
Ibrahim  M antu who is the 
c h a irm a n  o f  the  jo in t  
committee. The next step is 
for us to go on a retreat and 
consider the issues one by 
one and brainstorm  on all 
the submissions made. We 
w ill then table then table 
them  as an am endm ent bill 
b e fo re  th e  N a tio n a l 
A ssem b ly  and
subsequently the 36 states 
houses o f assembly. Even at Senator Umar Hambagda

President set up his consti­
tu tional review committee 
and they presented a report. 
We are considering it too.

On ongding N ational 
Conference

People were saying that 
w e the  law m ak ers  w ere 
c ritic iz ing  the conference 
out o f  fear o f the fact that it 
will make us irrelevant. But 
the point is that w hatever 
the conference will come up 
w ith  do es n o t6 have  
c o n s ti tu t io n a l  o r leg a l 
backing. Even if  we approve 
the m oney and they hold 
their conference and write 
copious reports, it will still 
come back to the N ational 
Assem bly if  they w ant it to 
have a force o f  law. But that 
is besides the issue .The 
issues are that there are no 
issues which they w ant to 
discuss that is currently not 
b e in g  a d d re s se d  by the 
national assem bly or that 
has not been tackled.

On economic policies of 
Obasanjo’s Government

I think we have to look 
a t th e  eco n o m y  o f  th is  
country from the point o f 
view o f ordinary Nigerians.

This governm ent is fi 
committed to the policies'oT 
W orld  B ank and  it has 
com pletely surrendered its 
m an d a te  to  them , it has 
reached the epitome o f SAP. 
Babangida started SAP in 
1986, till date that is what is 
being implemented. Obasa­
njo is crowing the package. 
For eighteen years we have 
been told to expect light at 
the end o f the tunnel, but 
only darkness continues to 
come, in fact it has become 
d a rk e r  and  d a rk e r  fo r 
ordinary Nigerians. Yet they 
are doggedly committed to 
the im plem entation o f  the 
last phase o f  SAP and in 
o rd e r  to  do th a t th ey  
imported the vice president 
o f World Bank and made her 
m in ister o f  F inance. Our 
economic policy makers are 
a c a b a l o f  W orld  B ank 
sym pathizers. So that was 
w hy o u r eco n o m y  w ill 
continue to be in mess.

On alleged docility of 
the opposition in Nigeria

We in this dispensation 
do not believe in fighting 
and quarrelling as a mark o f  
opposition

SIECS
T I n d e p e n d e n t  

_  Electoral Com m iss­
ions o f Nigeria (FOSIECON) 
has can v assed  for 
constitutional amendments 
th a t w ould  g ive the 
commissions more powers 
and responsibilities to enable 
them conduct all elections 
save those o f the President, 
the Vice President and the 
National Assembly.

In its p ro p o sa l, 
FOSIECON wants SIECS to 
be constitutionally saddled 
w ith the responsib ility  o f  
conducting all state elections 
from  local governm en t 
councils to the governorship 
thereby limiting the function 
o f the Independent National 
Electoral Commission (SIEC) 
to conducting only federal 
elections.

The forum ’s proposals, 
co n ta in ed  in its  positio n  
p ap er p resen ted  to  the 
ongoing National Political 
R eform  C onference, also 
w ant the invo lvem ent o f  
SIECS in the preparation, 
maintenance and revision of 
v o te rs  re g is te r  in 
collaboration with INEC.

FOSIECON also wants 
SIEC S To be part o f  the 
composition o f  INEC with 

! their (SIECS) chairmen as 
ap p o in ted  as ex -o ffic io  
m em bers o f  the natio n a l 
e lec to ra l body  and  (as) 
Resident Electoral Commiss­
ioners in respect o f  federal 
elections.

By Abdu L ab aran , Group 
Political Editor

Specifically, the forum of 
SIEC S p ro p o sed
amendments to sections 78, 
112,114,116(1), 118 and 178
(1) as well as section 15( 1) o f 
the thifti schedule part ( 1) to 
which should be added that; 
“ the S ta te  Indep en d en t 
Electoral Commissions shall 
have the p ow er to (a) 
o rg an ize , u n d e rtak e  and 
supervise all elections to the 
o ffices  o f  the governor, 
deputy governor, House o f 
A ssem bly  and  the local 
government councils within 
the state, (b) in collaboration 
w ith  the In d ep en d en t 
N a tio n a l E lec to ra l
Com m ission com pile and 
register voters in so far as the 
register o f voters so compiled 
shall be applicable to the 
state and local government 
elections.”

The SIECs, according to 
the forum s, have justified  
th e ir  ex is ten ce  by 
“successfu lly  conducting  
free and fair by elections in 
wards and local governments 
where vacancies existed prior 
to year 2003, as w ell as 
creation for the credit on of 
proposed local government 
areas!!

SIE C S, FO SIE C O N  
further c laim ed, had also 
conducted general elections 
at local government level in 
March 2004 which, according 
to it “were acclaimed to be

In addition, FOSIECON 
also  req u ested  the IG  to 
provide security assistance 
to all the chairmen o f SIECS 
throughout the country.

In a related development, 
the FO SIE C O N  n a tio n a l 
chairman, Alhaji (Barrister) 
Malami Aliyu Yandoto has 
called on all the stakeholders 
and the relevant authorities 
to  ensu re  the su ccessfu l 
conduct of the forthcoming 
local government elections in 
Anambra State.

A d d ressin g  a p ress

co n fe ren ce  W ednesday, 
B a rr is te r  A liy u  Y andoto 
disclosed that arrangements 
w ere in fu ll g ear by the 
A nam bra SIEC to ensure 
successful local government 
elections assuring that with 
coopera tion  from  all and 
sundry the elections will be 
conducted freely and fairly.

Anambra is the only state 
in the fed e ra tio n  ye t to 
conduct local governm ent 
elections on account o f the 
political turmoil it has gone 
through in recent times.

C4D commends 
South-South Assembly

C*r ^ H t i n n  f o r   ^  x,__„ . . .  

A lhaji M alami A liyu Yandoto 

largely free and fair by local 
and international observers 
w ho m o n ito red  the 
elections.”

Making further case for 
the retention o f the SIECs, 
the forum m aintained that 
g iven  the lau d ab le  
perfo rm ance  o f  the sta te  
electoral bodies, “it would 
not be in the interest o f the 
people and the nation at large 
to dispense with the services 
o f the commissions which are 
v e rita b le  in stru m en ts  o f  
federation.”

Meanwhile, the forum of 
State Independent Electoral

Commissions o f Nigeria has 
ca lled  on the In sp ec to r 
General o f  Police (IG) to 
provide adequate security 
fo r the sch ed u led  local 
g o v ern m en t e lec tio n s  in 
Anambra State.

In a letter signed by its 
national chairman, Barrister 
(A lh a ji)  M alam i A liyu  
Yandoto and made available 
Daily Trust,  the forum said 
the appeal became necessary 
in view o f the several threats 
o f  death  received  by the 
chairman o f Anambra SIEC 
from unknown persons in 
recent times.

he C o a litio n  for 
Democracy (C4D) has 
com m ended  the 

leadership o f  South-South 
p e o p le ’s A ssem bly  for 
bringing the entire people of 
the region together in order 
to speak with one voice.

A statem ent signed by 
the national secretary of the 
coalition, Alhaji Ali Abacha 
and d irec to r o f  p ro toco l, 
Alhaj i Ibrahim A Karo Dikko, 
said, the more would make 
the peo p le  o f  the reg ion  
indispensable.

The coalition said that 
the beauty of democracy^ras 
that people should be given 
free atmosphere to unite and 
voice out their feelings and 
grievances.

T he c o a litio n  also  
appealed to the people of the

South-South to team up with 
it in order to persuade Vice- 
President Atiku Abubakar to 
contest the 2007 presidential 
elections

“We are not against the 
South-South expressing its 
aspirations because we are 
partners in progress. Our 
suggestion is that the South- 
South people should team up 
w ith C4D ju s t as we are 
reaching out to all the other 
zones to su p p o rt the  
emergence o f  Alhaji Atiku 
A bubakar as president o f 
Nigeria in 2007,” the coalition 
said.

The co a litio n  also  
d esc rib ed  as “ fa ls e ” 
statements making the round 
tha t som e peop le  have 
pulled-out from 'the  Atiku 
Abubakar’s camp.



Friday, March IN, 2005

II k e b b i  s t a t e

w e l c o m e

On behalf o*f the government and 

people of Kebbi State, His Excellency, 

e Executive Governor, Alhaji 

Muhammad Adamu Aliero, Garkuwan 

Gwandu, Welcomes the President of the 

Federal Republic of Nigeria, Chief 

Olusegun Obasanjo, GCFR, and 

accompanying Heads of State to the 

2005 Argungu International Fishing and 
Cultural Festival taking place from the 

h t0 19th of March, 2005.

While In Kebbi Mr. President will 
commission the following Projects:
1) W F  Centre

Kidney Dialysis Centre 

Presidential Lodge

Gwadangwaje New Housing Estate 
Oualisation Project in the State 
Capital Birnin Kebbi.

2 )  

3)
4 )
5)

Mr' Pres,<te" t m  are welcome to the 
Land o f  Equity.

aT Signed

L M r M M A D U  A U D I  a m b u r s a
on Commissioner o f Information 

Chairman Publicly, Sub-Committee
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E
very keen observer o f 
th e  cu rren t senate  
and its distinguished 

| members will no doubt admit 
•that the upper chamber is a 

! mixture o f  hard working and 
! not so hard working law-mak- 
I ers. Some are good repre- 
i sentatives o f  their people and 
i they show that by their in- 
i formed contributions to de­

bates on some funda-mental

In sid e  P o litics:!
2067: Senators who want to be governors

R v  le a  ^ a n iu i  K p n in r   i  *  i *1 1—  tJmoc it tiltpH tr>_ H raih les the nn litica l p o d - VOUng po lit ic ian  w h o  in h isBy Isa Sanusi, Senior 
Political Reporter

the reverse it seems is the 
case in Nigerian politics as 
show n by  the jo stlin g  o f 
m any serving senators to 
con test the governorsh ip  
seat in their respective states.

times last year when the leg­
islator on grounds o f princi­
ple rejected a car gift from the 
governor. The governor was 
enraged and tried to take his 
pond o f flesh with an elabo­
rate move to recall Senator 
Dansadau. Though the move

in recent times it tilted to­
wards alliances and a bit o f  
godfatherism. However, Sena­
tor Gwarzo has no known 
godfather and is banking on 
the support o f  grassroots he 
enjoys.If zoning will matter in 
electing the next governor o f

doubles as the political god­
father o f  the incumbent gov­
ernor is alscf said'to be nurs­
ing governorship ambition.

In Katsina state the in­
cumbent, Governor Umaru 
Musa Yar’adua is serving his 
second and final term and the

young politician who in h i s ^ ^  
brief sojourn in public life has j 
assisted his community and j  

his people in the area o f  edu­
cation and same has made him 
a powerful political force in 
the state. He is one o f  the 
many people said to be inter-

Senator Bello Hayatu Gwarzo
issues that affect the nation.
In handling their committee 
responsibilities they make 
the difference by ensuring 
that they champion the na­
tion’s general interest. This 
category o f  lawmakers con­
ducts its legislative duties in 
ways and manners that ex­
hibit their integrity and the 
will to leave a legacy. On the 
other hands are those sena­
tors who apart from doing 
nothing never even contrib­
ute to debates on the floor o f 
the senate and at the commit- 

j tee level they hardly exist. 
Some o f  these legislators 
rarely attend plenary ses- 

j sions and one will always 
I w onder w hy  and  w hat 
I brought them to where they 
! are now. This apart, at least 

some thing is common to all 
I senators and one o f  them is 

that they are all politicians 
keen on being in the limelight 
for the rest o f  their lives. 
Driven by ambition and all the 

I privilege power can accord an 
j  individual, and in these days 
j o f  politics o f  relevance, no 
| politician will want to be out 
j  of the equation as soon as the 
; expiration~of current term o f 

office in 2007. 
r " ' In American political cul- 
i ture the senate is the stepping 
; stone to the presidency and 
| that was the way the likes of/ 
I Abraham Lincoln, John F. 

K ennedy and e lder Bush 
made their way to fame. But

Senators versus Gover­
nors

The provision o f  the na­
tio n ’s constitu tion  places 
senators above governors 
even though the reality dic­
tates the contrary. In many 
states the governor calls the 
shots and has every office 
holder at his finger tips. In 
few cases senators tend to 
go th e ir  ow n w ay. In  
Adamawa state Senator Jibril 
Aminu was not among the 
yes men o f the governor and 
he in fact stands on his own 
politically to extent o f  being 
identified as none supporter 
o f  the governor’s godfather’s 
presidential ambition. In Pla­
teau state, there seems to be 
a battle for the soul o f  the 
sta te ’s polity  between the 
D epu ty  S enate
Presiden t,A lha ji Ibrahim  
M antu and the em battled 
G overnor, Joshua Dariye. 
Politics in that state is clearly 
a division between the sup­
porters o f  the two heavy­
weight politicians. Perhaps, 
the messy record o f  Gover­
nor Dariye is giving Senator 
Mantu and his supporters an 
upper hand.A sim ilar sce­
nario is playing itself out in 
Abia State between Senate 
President Adolphus Wabara 
and Governor Orji Uzor Kalu. 
Love was lost between Sena­
to r S aidu  M uham m ed 
D ansadau  nad G overno r 
Ahmed Sani Yerima some-

Senator Abu Ibrahim
eventually failed but damage 
has been done. Gubernatorial 
ambition o f Senator Emmanuel 
Okpede has not been taken 
k in d ly  by h is governor. 
S ean to r S aleh  U sm an  
Danboyi is a former deputy 
governor o f  Taraba State till 
2003. Recently he granted an 
interview to a magazine in 
which he described the per­
formance o f  his former boss, 
G overnor Jo lly  N yam e as 
poor. The governor has not 
taken the criticism lightly and 
moves were sponsored to re­
call the senator. Things have 
not also been going well be­
tween Senator Usman Sani 
Sami and his governor Adamu 
Aliero.

As 2007 inches on many 
governors are said to be eye­
ing the senate and from the 
way things are going senators 
will not easily concede their 
seat to their governors. The 
battle will therefore be very 
dramatic.

Senators eyeing G over­
norship

Only a few o f the senators 
will admit that they are on the 
race even though facts estab­
lish that they are indeed in the 
race. Senator Bello Hayatu 
Gwarzo is the only PDP sena­
to r  from  K ano s ta te  and 
sources said that he is aspir­
ing to govern the politically 
volatile state. The politics o f 
Kano has since the first repub- 
lic been ideology based but

Kano Sate, the senator has an 
advantage even though he 
has to battle it out with the 
likes o f  the former Managing 
Director ofNPAAlhaji Aminu 
D abo and the incum bent 
dep u ty  g o verno r, Engr. 
M agaji A bdullahi both o f  
whom are from Kano North 
senatorial district which has 
never produce a governor o f  
the state.

All through its history, 
Yobe sta te  has G overnor 
Bukar Abba Ibrahim as its 
only elected governor and he 
is serving his third and per­
haps final term. Politics in 
Yobe is all about the ANPP 
with little o f  the opposition 
from all quarters. Sadly, the six 
years o f  democratic rule has 
not made any difference to 
the lives o f  the people but 
still any hopeful politician 
must pitch his tent with the 
ANPP. The three senators 
form Yobe state are all ANPP 
members and two o f  them 
have shown interest in gov­
ernorship o f the state. Sena­
tor Mamman A li’s interest is 
more pronounced and many 
believe with his good aca­
demic profile and progressive 
tendencies he may have an 
upper hand.His zone is the 
most politically active in the 
state and people are more 
than eager for a shift o f power 
in the state from the incum­
bent governor’s Yobe East 
zone. Senator Albishir who

Senator Mannan Ali
contest come 2007 may be 
narrowed down to the cla­
mour o f the people o f  Funtua 
zone for a shift o f  power from 
Katsina Central where it has 
remained all the while. Politi­
cal support in Katsina state 
is shapely divided between 
ANPP and PDP even though 
all the two senators repre­
senting the state are from the 
ANPP. Senator Abu Ibrahim 
w ho rep re sen ts  K a tsina  
South is according to sources 
being prepared for governor­
ship as one source said “the 
pressure on him to contest is 
too much”. The lawmaker is 
favoured  by h is constan t 
touch with his people and so 
many projects he sponsored 
across his senatorial zone. His 
other advantage is that the 
people o f  his zone will this 
time put in all its best to clineh 
the states first position. Mass 
support for the ANPP as a re­
sult o f the Buhari factor in 
Katsina North enhances the 
chances o f  the ANPP. How­
ever, the PDP is also warming 
to retain the seat with particu­
larly the widely speculated 
interest o f  the Speaker o f  
House o f  Representatives, 
Alhaji Aminu Bello M asarijp 
the governorship and the fact 
that he too is from Katsina 
South zone makes the contest 
a tough one.

S en a to r E m m m anuel 
Okpede is known to the peo­
ple o f  Nasarawa state as a

ested.
In Akwa Ibom state Sena­

tor Udoma Udo Udoma, Sena­
tor Tokunboh Afikuyomi in 
Lagos State, Senator Ibikunle 
Amosu in Ogun and so many 
other senators are already in 
the governorship race.

Odds against them
Politics particularly in the 

present dispensation is more 
o f  money, godfatherism and 
the capacity to be in the good 
books o f  the powers that be. 
The 2003 election experience 
has le ft sour taste  in the 
mouth o f many to the extent 
that po litic ians no longer j 
reckon with getting votes o f j 
the people. All senators with I 
gubernatorial ambition will j 
have to face a stumbling block j 
in their incumbent governors. 
Because o f  a combination o f 
unhealthy reasons incumbent j 
governors will do all the \ can 
and evpn more to ensure that 
he who will step into their 
shoes is in their pockets. Ex­
cept if  the Immunity clause is | 
removed from the constitu- j 
tion, which perhaps will put | 
the governors in a position to 
be busy depending mounting 
charges o f siphoning public j 
funds and therefore deprive j 
them of the time for political | 
intrigues. Party politics is an- | 
other odd and the way the 
leading political parties are j 
conducting themselves will j 
no doubt give the impression 
that anything may happen 
when struggle for power is on. j



F r id ay , M a r c h  18 ,2005
Dailv Trust

UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE

P a g e  4 3

A fter all the controversy 
Z A  and rec rim in a tio n  

jL  ^ s u r ro u n d in g  th e ir  
sp ec tacu la r  w in  over 
Barcelona, Jose M ourinho’s 
Chelsea would probably not 
be UEFA’s ideal pick for 
Champions League glory.

However the London club 
have d iffe ren t ideas and 
w ould  d ea rly  love to 
celebrate their centenary by

conquering Europe as well as 
winning their first English 
league title since their only 
p rev ious success in the ir 
Golden Jubilee year o f  1955.

Chelsea, having already 
won the League Cup, pulled 
11 points clear o f  nearest 
riva ls M anchester U nited 
w ith a 1-0 win o v tr  West 
Bromwich Albion this week, 
securing themsleves at least

a qualify ing  p lace in the 
C ham pions L eague next 
season.

Victory in E urope’s top 
club competition would be 
the icing on the cake for the 
club’s ambitious Portuguese 
m anager w ho is s till 
possessive o f  the title he won 
with Porto last season, saying 
he does not want to relinquish 
“my trophy”.

M ourinho  has sparked  
controversy at every turn, 
however, and is now caught 
up in a war with UEFA which 
seem s la rg e ly  illo g ica l 
considering the success his 
side are having.

If  his tactic was to take all 
the pressure off his men by 
p u ttin g  it on h im se lf  a 
question remains. W hy do 
that ?

They were doing very well 
on the pitch' already without 
the aggravation he seems to 
be storing upTor him self off 
it.

He is under investigation 
by UEFA after sending his 
team out late for the second 
half in the first leg at the Nou 
Camp then failing to appear 
a t the  m an d a to ry  new s 
conference.n -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  tha t?______  conference

Bayern Munich's hopes rely on Makaav
LT ?.!**___ • M ^gath  s the first half o f  the season the w in te r b reak  the in n i  a ___F e lix  M a g a th ’s 

im p ro v in g  B ayern  
Munich side will fear 

no one in the draw for the 
Champions League quarter­
finals as long as they have 
R oy M akaay  back  from  
injury in time for the first leg.

Bayern’s form for much of

the first half o f  the season 
seemed only to confirm their 
decline since w inning the 
European Cup for the fourth 
tim e in 2 0 0 1 , w ith 
goalkeeping and defensive 
e rro rs too often  undoing 
good work in attack.

But since*retuming from

the w in te r b reak , the 
Bavarians have been back to 
their authoritative best, while 
ign iting  hopes o f  a clean 
,sweep o f  tro p h ies  in 
M a g a th ’s f irs t season  in 
charge.

Five wins from their first 
seven games in 2005 kept 
them top o f  the Bundesliga, 
a 7-0 v ic to ry  over SC 
Freiburg took them through 
to the G erm an Cup sem i­
finals and a 3-1 success at 
home over Arsenal marked 
th e ir  fin e s t E u ropean  
performance in years.

The loss o f  Makaay to a 
thigh muscle strain on March 
5 has stalled the comeback, 
with Bayern losing their two 
m atches since then by 1-0 
scorelines.

The first o f  them, against 
Arsenal, could not prevent 
them  go in g  th rough  on 
aggregate but the second, 
aw ay to S chalke  04 on 
Sunday, cost them the league 
leadership.

Makaay has been Bayern’s 
most consistent goalscorer 
since signing from Deportivo

Coruna before the 2003-04 
season and the all-Peruvian 
strike pairing  o f  C laudio  
Pizarro and Paolo Guerrero 
has been unable to make up 
for his absence.

“We’re toothless without 
him,” goalkeeper and captain 
Oliver Kahn said. “We just 
don’t look like scoring.” 

Makaay, who has netted 
seven goals in the Champions 
L eague th is  season , is 
scheduled to return in time 
for the quarter-final first leg 
on April 5 or 6.

I f  he makes it, Bayern will 
have every  reason  to  be 
confident.

The club’s winter break in 
sun-baked Dubai seemed to 
do wonders for Kahn, with 
the Germ any international 
keeper returning in his best 
form since 2002.

Equally important has been 
the re tu rn  to the side o f  
M artin  D em ich e lis  in a 
holding midfield role.

Demichelis was originally 
drafted in as a short-term  
replacement for the injured 
M ichael B a llack  b u t the

Argentine’s form has been so 
good that Magath has kept 
him in the team, demoting 
Bastian Schweinsteiger to the 
bench. *

W ith D em ich e lis  and 
B allack  to g e th e r in the 
middle, and with Lucio and 
Robert Kovac in solid form 
at c en tre -b ack , B ayern  
should be resilient enough to 
deal with most sides in the 
quarter-final draw.

They do not quite not have 
the attacking invention o f  
some o f  their rivals but they 
manage to create plenty o f  
chances with midfielders o f  
the calibre o f  Mehmet Scholl, 
H asan S a lih am id z ic , Ze 
Roberto, Sebastian Deisler, 
Torsten Frings and Owen 
Hargreaves all pushing for 
places.

M agath’s worries will all 
be focused on the state o f 
M akaay’s injured thigh.

With the Dutchman in the 
side, Bayern will feel they are 
a match for anyone. Without 
him, they will just be making 
up the numbers.

He com plained that h is ! 
Barcelona counterpart Frank ! 
R ijk aard  had spoken  to  I 
re fe ree  A nders F risk  at 
h a lf tim e , su g g estin g  an ! 
attempt at influence. He then j 
criticised the Swedish referee 
after his side went down 2-1 i 
following the sending o ff o f  i 
Didier Drogba.

Mourinho could not have 
know n q u ite  w hat h is 
outsp 
Frisk
s a y i n g  ___ _____
threats against him self and 
his family.

UEFA referee chief Volker 
Roth called M ourinho “an''-'' 
enemy o f football” this week, 
Mourinho threatened to sue, 
and all and sundry leapt into 
the argument including FIFA 
p re s id e n t Sepp B la tte r, 
Chelsea chief executive Peter 
K enyon  and  fo o tb a ll 
co m m en ta to rs  around  
E urope. The b rouhaha is 
unlikely to subside for some 
time.

M eanw hile  C h e lse a ’s 
multi-national squad, largely 
assembled with and backed 
by ow ner R om an 
A bram ovich’s billions, are 
still doing the business.

Tuesday’s colourless win 
over bottom side West Brom 
could not be compared with 
the sk ill-p ack ed  th rill-a -  
minute 4-2 home victory over 
Barcelona, but it pushed the 
side  th ree  m ore  p o in ts  
towards the title.

Four different players —  
E id u r G u jo h n sen , F rank  
Lampard, Damien D uff and 
captain John Terry —  scored 
ag a in st the C ata lans and 
C helsea  bare ly  m issed  
suspended top striker Drdgba 
and injured Dutch w inger 
Arjen Robben.

since signing trom Deportivo M ichael B a llack  bu t the up the numbers and injured Dutch w inger
_ .  ~  ~ -----       ' Arjen Robben.

Juninho dreams of Lyo n ’s glory
M  ,...Lyu)n believe.s the LlSue 1 leaders’ in an interview. ...... „ , _  *

Makaay... back from  injury

Ample options

lym pique Lyon 
I midfielder Juninho, 

whose free kicks are 
beginning to instil almost as 
much fear in his opponents as 
D av id  B eck h am ’s, is 
d ream ing  o f  re liv in g  his 
South American Cup success 
in Europe.

The B raz ilian
international, who won the 
Copa Libertadores in 1998 
w ith  Vasco De G am a,

T t  says everything about the
I  strength in depth at AC 

-■-Milan that they twice beat 
M anchester United, to take 
their place in the last eight in 
the  C ham pions L eague, 
without either o f  their main 
strikers.

With European Player o f  
the Year Andriy Shevchenko 
and Ita ly  in te rn a tio n a l 
poacher Filippo Inzaghi both 
sidelined, Argentine striker 
Heman Crespo was asked to 
play as the lone striker and 
responded with the winning 
goals in the two 1 -0 victories.

For the second-leg Milan 
were without Georgian left- 
back Kakha Kalactee and so 
A n ce lo tti ask ed  cap ta in

Paolo Maldini to roll back the 
years once again and return 
to the position where he was 
considered the best in the 
world for a decade.

Taking Maldini’s slot in the 
cen tre  o f  d efen ce  w as 
Dutchman Jaap Stam —  one 
o f Europe ’s top defenders of 
the past five of'six years who 
even i f  he had avo ided  
injuries this season would not 
have been guaranteed a st,art 
in a defence that also includes 
the classy Italian centre-half 
A lessandro N esta and the 
tireless Brazilian World Cup 
winning captain Cafu.

C re sp o ’s success in 
p a r tic u la r  reca lled  his 
presentation at Milan’s plush

training ground, Milanello, at 
the start o f  the season when 
Ancelotti was asked if  he was 
not storing up trouble for 
him self by having three big 
name forwards as well as the 
patient and reliable Danish 
striker Jon Dahl Tomasson.

“It is a long season with a 
lo t o f  gam es in th ree  
competitions, everyone will 
have a role to play,” said the 
Milan coach and how right he 
has proven to be.

Th.e central midfield trio o f 
Gennaro Gattuso, Clarence 
Seedorf and Andrea Pirlo are 
among the first nam es on 
Ancelotti’s team sheet for big 
games but Italy international 
M assim o A m brosin i can

believes the Ligue 1 leaders’ 
can at least improve on last 
se a so n ’s q u a rte r-fin a l
appearance —  and even go 
on to win the Cham pions 
League.

“It is a dream. I want to be 
able to say one day that I have 
won this competition,” the 
player, who rejoices in the 
full name o f Antonio Augusto 
R ibeiro  Jun inho
Pemambucano, told Reuters

hard ly  be co n sid e red  a 
reserve and the Frenchman 
V ikash D horasoo , w hose 
arrival from Lyon also raised 
eyebrows, has proven to be 
capable o f  slotting into the 
line-up without problem.

When Ancelotti has been 
forced, or has chosen, to play 
with a single striker then 
P o rtu g a l’s Rui C osta has 
come into the side and after 
being w ritten -o ff in some 
qu arte rs  show ed ag a in st 
United that he is still well 
capable o f performing at the 
highest level.

-Even among those whose 
appearances in the first team 
are sporadic Ancelotti can 
ca ll on a C roa tian

in an interview.
“We still have nine rounds 

o f matches in the Ligue 1. But 
I hope w e’ll win five more 
gam es, w hich  m eans we 
w ould  have  w on the 
Champions League.”

However, Juninho, who 
has already scored five goals 
in the competition, believes 
his team have what it takes 
to become the first French 
w inners s ince  O lym piue

international in Dario Simic, 
Brazilian w inger Serginho 
and the vastly experienced 
form er Italy  international 
Alessandro Costacurta.

By the time Milan are back 
in European action in the first 
w eek o f  A pril bo th  I 
Shevchenko  and Inzagh i : 
shou ld  be back in peak 
co n d itio n  m ean ing  tha t ! 
Crespo’s reward for leading. I 
Milan to the quarter-finals j 
could well be demotion the I 
bench.

But with M ilan fighting ! 
hard to defend their Italian i 
league title they are currently ! 
joint leaders with Juventus in ! 
a race that looks poised to go ! 
to the wire Ancelotti needs to 
have plenty o f alternatives to 
keep his team fresh.

Marseille in 1993.
“T his side is the m ost 

balanced I have ever known,” 
he says.

In a way, Lyon look a little 
b it like  la s t se a so n ’s 
European champions Porto. 
T hey d o n ’t em ploy  an 
orthodox striker as such, but 
play as a block with a verv 
strong midfield. I

M oreover, they  have 
scored 27 goals in their eight 
Champions League matches 
—  more than any o f  the eight I 

, remaining teams.
L ast year, Lyon w ere i 

eliminated by Porto in the | 
quarter-finals, but are now a 
better side, eight points clear" 
of Marseille at the top o f  the 
French League and with a 
fourth successive title in their 
sights. They also w ant to 
advance in Europe.

“If  we don’t go further this 
year, it w ill be a 
d isa p p o in tm e n t,” sa id  
Juninho whose team mates 
know they can count on him 
when Lyon have an attacking 
free-kick around the penalty r 
area.

“There is one thing you 
want to avoid with him: a 
fjse-kiek contest during the 
tra in in g  se ss io n s ,” say s  1 
fo rm er Lyon s tr ik e r  and ( 
compatriot Sonny Anderson.

“He is just outstanding,” 
says Lyon goalie Gregofy 
Coupet, who now refuses to 
be in goal in training when 
Juninho is practising.
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Congratulations 
on your investiture 

as fellow of 
Nigerian Society 

of Engineers 
(F.N.S.E.) on 18th 

March, 2005.

Signed 
Arc. M. K. Ahmadu F.N.I.A. 

MULTI-SYSTEMS CONSULTANTS
ENGR. BALA A. BANYE, FNSE 

Hon. Commissioner of Works, Housing and Transport 
Katsina State

C itatinns
Congratulations on your conferment with the 

prestigious fellowship o f the Nigerian Society o f  
Engineers today, 18th March, 2005.

To us, this is a pride and honour to a gentleman like you
to be identified 

and given such a deserved award.
We are certain it is hardwork, excellence and 

commitment to the Engineering profession that has 
merited you this honour.

We also know that the sky is the limit 
May Almighty Allah continue to guide 

and bless you in all your professional endeavours 
We wish you more success as you progress in the service

o f our fatherland.

Signed
Engr. A. R. Mohammed MNSE , ,

m Engr. U. G. fibrin MNSE
rrrnoT s ' ENGR. YUSUF HA R UNA (MNSE) 

NIGERIA PORTS AUTHORITY



A s if  any Merseyside 
i derby needed extra 
I n  .^ -sp ic e , th is  season  
^ t ^ r p o o l  host Everton with 
a race for the Cham pions 
League at stake as well as 
local bragging rights.

A win for Liverpool at 
A nfield on Sunday would 
bring them within four points 
o f  Everton.

T hree po in ts  fo r the 
T offees w ould  no t on ly  
complete the double, after the 
Lee Carsley-inspired win in 
December at Goodison, but 
also put them 11 points clear 
in the race for fourth pl^ce.

association concerned, the 
U efa Champions League title- 
holders may be entered for 
this competition ... i f  they 
have Rot qualified via the top 
d om estic  league
championship.

“ If, in such a case, the 
title-holders come from an 
association entitled to enter 
fo u r team s fo r the  U efa  
C ham pions L eague, the 
fourth-placed club in th?top 
d om estic  league
ch am p io n sh ip  has to be 
entered for the U efa Cup.”

L ast w eek a U efa  
spokesm an  co n firm ed  to. —— % ap u is .cM iian

But even if  Everton deny " BBC  Sport: “One country 
their bitter rivals the fourth cannot have more than four
spot, and with it the mega 
m illio n s th a t com e w ith 
playing in the Cham pions 

| League, the Reds could yet 
have the last laugh.

R afael B en itez  has 
s tee red  h is team  to the 
quarter-finals o f this season’s 
Cham pions League and if  
they w in the tournam ent, 
Everton could be demoted to 
the U efa Cup.

places - it would be up to the 
FA to make the request for 
Liverpool.”

That means the Football 
A ssocia tion , and its new 
chairm an Brian B arw ick, 
would have an^unenviable 
decision to make - do they 
recommend that Liverpool go 
through at the expense o f  
Everton?

tt '»~rZ' ^  looks as though one
u efa  s Champions League team from Merseyside will be

regulations are clear. in the U efa Cup, but who will
Rule 1.3 states: A t the jo in  them  from  the

re q u est o f  the n a tio n a l Premiership?

If Liverpool do not win 
the C ham pions L eague, 
finishing fifth will mean a 
U efa Cup spot.

Chelsea’s victory in the 
Carling Cup ensured sixth 
place would also be good 
enough, because the Blues 
have earned a U efa place but 
will not need it as they should 
be in the Champions League.

The team  fin ish in g  
seventh will also gain a U efa 
Cup place, i f  Arsenal and 
Manchester United win their 
FA Cup semi-finals.

This is because these two 
giants will almost certainly 
w in C ham pions L eague 
berths through their league 
places so if  they end up in 
the FA Cup final, the U efa 
place reserved for the Cup 
winners will revert to the team 
that comes seventh in the 
Premiership.

That means supporters o f 
c lu b s like B olton ,

M iddlesbrough, Spurs and 
Charlton should be cheering 
on Arsenal and Manchester 
United on FA Cup semi-final 
weekend - though that might 
be eas ie r fo r som e than 
others!

M iddlesbrough, how e­
ver, are still involved in this 
season’s U efa  Cup and if  
they or Newcastle win that 
competition but fail to qualify 
for Europe by any o ther 
means, another space in next 
season’s competition would 
become available.

Yet another U efa  Cup 
spot could go to the team 
w hich tops the Fair Play 
L eague, as long as the 
Premiership finishes with one 
o f  the best three disciplinary 
records in Europe.

The Premiership, as o f 16 
March, was in the top three.

Chelsea currently  lead 
that table, but will not need a

U efa Cup place as they can 
not finish lower than 4th, so 
T ottenham  are in po le  
position in second place.

Spurs coulcj, yet finish in 
the top seven , how ever, 
which means Norwich City, 
w ho are b a ttlin g  ag a in st 
relegation, still have a chance 
o f  a place in next season’s 
U efa Cup.

A nd tw o spo ts in the 
Intertoto Cup- which can lead 
to U efa Cup qualification - are 
reserved for English teams.

At least three Premiership 
clubs, Middlesbrough being 
one, are though t to have 
ex p ressed  an in te re s t in 
taking part, though Totten­
ham have already ruled out 
taking part.

A lthough the Intertoto 
has not proved popular with 
English clubs in the past, it 
provides three places in the 
U efa Cup for the winners o f 
the three separate sections.— ^  I  v, uut wm not nccu a the three separate sections.

Shearer double gives Olympiakos a Dyer night
A  x t 0 u b 1c from  Olympiakos getting a miracle aoain j ________A doub le  from  

N ew castle  captain  
Alan Shearer inspired 

his side to a 4-0 humbling o f 
Greek outfit Olympiakos and 
handed them a place in the 
UEFA Cup quarter-finals with 
a 7-1 final aggregate score.

Shearer’s brace took him 
to 191 career goals for the 
Magpies and within nine o f 
the club record held by Jackie 
Milbum. There were goals 
also for Kieron Dyer-he also 
created Shearer’s first-and 
Lee Bowyer, who scored his 
third o f  the campaign.

Victory gave Newcastle 
their eighth victory in a row 
in all competitions - the first 
time in a decade they have 
achieved that feat.

Dyer scored a beautiful 
goal in the 18th minute to all 
bu t erase  any hopes o f

Olympiakos getting a miracle 
re su lt as he ran  from  an 
onside position to collect 
Bowyer’s header and with his 
back to goal back heeled the 
ball past Euro 2004 winning 
‘keeper Antonis Nikopolidis.

S h eare r shou ld  have 
made it 2-0 after just half an 
hour, but clean through on 
goal he blasted his shot high 
over the bar to the evident 
fru s tra tio n  o f  m anager 
Graeme Souness.

Shearer was inches away 
from redeeming himself five 
m inu tes la te r  as L aurent 
Robert whipped in a freekick 
and the fo rm er E ng land  
captain got free o f  his marker 
but his ou tstre tched  boot 
w as ju s t  inches short o f  
making contact with the ball.

The R o b ert-S h ea re r 
com bination w orked well

again as the half drew to a 
close, the Frenchm an got 
down the left flank and his 
brilliant cross saw Shearer get 
his head to it but it went 
agonisingly inches wide o f  
the far post.

The M agpies w ere all 
over the Greek side and it was 
Robert who came close next 
as his freekick was well on 
target before taking a slight 
deflection which sent it for a 
comer.

Shearer finally managed 
to get on the score sheet on 
the stroke o f  half-tim e as 
D y er’s brilliant run to the 
by line  saw  the E ngland  
midfielder drag the ball back 
and the Newcastle captain 
was on hand to shoot home, 
though a deflection gave the 
keeper no chance

Casey shares 
lead atTCL 

Classic

England’s Paul Casey 
shares the lead at the 
TCL Classic at Hainan 
Island in C hina, a fte r an 

opening round o f 64.
Also on eight-under par 

are the Swedes Johan Edfors 
and Fredrik Andersson Hed, 
and T h a ila n d ’s C haw alit 
Plaphol.

Casey’s European Ryder 
Cup team -m ate  C olin  
Montgomerie is three shots 
back on five under par after a 
67.

The Scot needs to finish 
in the top two to keep alive 
his hopes o f  playing in next 
w e e k ’s P la y e rs ’
C h am pionsh ip , and the 
Masters next month.

Behind Casey on seven- 
under par is a group which 
in c lu d es Ire la n d ’s Paul 
McGinlay, England’s Paul 
Broadhurst and the Scottish 
pair o f  Steven O ’Hara and 
Ross Bain

Casey

    im i iu i i i d i i o n  w o r k e d  w e l l  K eeper n o  c h a n c e

Udinese end Milan’s treble hopes
C Milan S hopes o f C ham n irm s [ ea<r..» O i n s t O D D a g e - t r m e r n m n l p t e H a

/ i t
C M ilan’s hopes of 

w inn ing  th ree 
Jrophies this season 

were ended after they were 
uncerem oniously  dum ped 
out o f  the Italian Cup by 
Udinese.

Milan are through to the 
q u a rte r-f in a ls  o f  the-----------         quarier-nnais ot the

Federer betters in-form Ljubicic
Roger Federer battled David NalhanHian a . i  a ?

Pi 
Lj

oger Federer battled 
past C roatian  Ivan 
-jubicic 7-6 (7-3) 7-6 

(7-4) to reach the quarter­
finals o f the Pacific Life Open 
a t Ind ian  W ells on 
Wednesday.

It is the fourth time this 
season the Swiss has beaten 
in-form Ljubicic, who has 
notched up 24 wins on the 
ATP Tour.

‘I am so motivated for the 
tournament,” Federer said. “I 
really want to defend this title 
and I feel I am able to dig 
much deeper than I used to.” 

F ed ere r now  faces 
N icolas K iefer, who beat

David Nalbandian 6-1 6-3.
N e ith e r L ju b ic ic  or 

Federer had dropped a set 
going into their high-tempo 
m atch in the C alifo rn ian  
desert.

The on ly  b reak -p o in t 
chance o f  the .-contest came 
in the second game o f  the 
second set w ith  L jub ic ic  
serving at 30-40 down but 
Federer missed the return and 
the Croatian held on.

As it was, Federer proved 
to  be s tro n g e r w hen it 
counted and Ljubicic sent a 
backhand long to hand the 
W im bledon and US Open 
champion the match.

A u s tra lia ’s L ley ton  
H ew itt a lso  b o oked  his 
quarter-final spot at the after 
crushing Paul-Henri Mathieu 
o f France 6-1 6-0.

Hewitt will play Andre 
A gassi a fte r  he sw ept 
Guillermo Coria 6-4 6-1.

Andy Roddick strolled 
past Fernandez G onzalez, 
serving 10 aces in a 6-4 6-3 
victory and will meet Carlos 
M oya w ho bea t F ab rice  
Santoro 7-5 6-2.

British number one Tim 
Henman takes on Guillermo 
Canas in the last eight after 
he beat S p a in ’s Tom m y 
Robredo 6-4 2-6 6-2.

Champions League and are 
joint-leaders o f Serie A, but a 
second-string side failed to 
get the better o f  an Udinese 
team  tha t dom inated  the 
match from start to finish.

An emphatic 4-1 quarter­
final, second leg victory for 
U d inese  secu red  a 6-4 
aggregate score and a place 
in the semi-finals where they 
will play Roma, who booked 
their place in the last four 
earlier in the day by beating 
Fiorentina in a penalty shoot­
out.

Two clinical finishes from 
V incenzo  Iaq u in ta  and 
Stefano Mauri put Udinese 
in control at the Friuli stadium 
before Jon Dahl Tomasson 
replied for the visitors 13 
minutes from time to keep the 
tie alive.

But M ilan ’s G eorgian 
defender K akha K aladze 
need lessly  b rought down 
David Pizarro in the box to 
concede a penalty  w hich 
David Di Michele converted 
before another Mauri strike

in stoppage-time completed a 
convincing home win.

In Florence, Roma beat 
Fiorentina 7-6 on penalties. 
Fiorentina won the second 
leg o f their quarter-final tie 1 - 
0 over the 90 minutes to level 
the ag g reg a te  score  and 
extra-time failed to separate 
the two sides.

Victory for Roma kept 
a live  th e ir  d isap p o in tin g  
season and gave a winning 
start to Bruno Conti, who 
took charge of the ailing Serie 
A club on Monday following 
the resignation o f  Luigi Del 
Neri.

Conti was a member o f the 
Italy team that won the 1982 
W orld C up w hich  was 
cap ta in ed  by F io ren tin a  
coach Dino Zoff.

Roma defender M atteo 
Ferrari scored the only goal 
in regulation time, putting 
through his own net in the 
12th minute.

Ferrari was later sent off 
before his Roma team-mate 
Daniele De Rossi joined him 
for an early bath.

Magic make 
Davis disappear
Orlando has fired head 

coach Johnny Davis 
a f te r  th e ir  seaso n - 
high sixth straight loss.

The M agic  a lso  also  
released assistant coach Ron 
Ekker. Chris Jent will serve as 
head coach on an interim  
basis.

Magic GM John Weisb- 
rod said: “We feel at this time 
that we need a new voice and 
direction.”

The Magic are currently 
tied for the eighth and final 
play-off spot in the Eastern 
C o n feren ce  w ith
Philadelphia. Both teams are 
31-33.

D avis w as nam ed 
Orlando’s head coach On 17 
November 2003, taking over 
for Doc Rivers during the 
early part o f  the 2003-04 
seasons.

His record \tfith the team 
51-84 . H is o vera ll head 
coaching mark, including one 
season at Philadelphia (1996- 
97), is 73-144.
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Trust Classified
LOSS OF ORIGINAL LAND DOCUMENT

This is to inform the general public that the original copy o f the Right o f Occupancy (R o f  O) 
No. MFCT/LA/2001/B0 2153 of 12/3/2002 issued by Ministry o f  Federal Capital Territory, 
belonging to Alhaji Abdulkadir Sani o f plot No. 234 'D ‘ CLOSE off Lagos Street is missing. This 
notice is to inform the general public that t£e PCN will apply for a Certified True Copy (CTC) 
o f the R o f O and subsquently for a re-certification.

Signed
Abdulkadir Sani Abdulkadir 
Telenet Communications Ltd.

15 ‘D’ Challawa Crescent off Limpopo Road, Maitama, Abuja

LOSS OF ORIGINAL OFFER OF TERMS OF 
GRANT/CONVEYANCE ISSUED BY MFCT, ABUJA

The general public (especially Abuja Geaographical Information System) is hereby 
notified of the loss of the original “OFFER OF TERMS OF GRANT/CONVEYANCE 
OF APPROVAL: issued to SAMANTHAJOSHUA by MFCT Abuja dated 14/05/02 in 
respect o f Plot 1945 within Kuruduma District, A&uja.
If  found please, call 08033203695 \

LOSS OF ORIGINAL LAND DOCUM ENT
This is to inform the general public that the Original Land Documents o f Plot No. 1210 located at 
Mabushi District, with registration No. FCT/ABU/MISC/11910, measuring about 6469.54m2, bearing 
ODUNZE & CO. LIMITED is hereby declared -missing.
If found, please return to the address below:

City C entra l G roup of Com panies 
Suites C19-21, A buja Shopping M all, Wuse Zone 3, Abuja.

Tel: 09-5230476, 09-5231605 
O r to any police station nearest to you.

Signed
^ ^ la n a g e m e n ^ ^

LOSS OF DOCUMENT
This is to inform the general public of the loss of Land Document with ref. No. FCT/ABU/ 
KB.437 of Plot No. 57. Jahi belonging to MOHAMMED M. UTONO. Whoever transact 

business with the said document does that at his/her own risk.
Signed 

Ahmadu R. Mohammed 
Tel: 08036067177

LOSS OF DOCUMENT
This is to inform the general public that the Original Copy o f C o f O o f Plot No. 118 

Maitama, off Aminu Kano Way, abuja is missing. If found please contact MARYAM 
ISMAIL AHAMED OF No. 50, Yaounde Street, Wuse, Zone 6, Abuja.

Signed 
Maryam Ismail Ahamed

LOSS OF DOCUMENT
This is to inform the general public o f missing Letter o f Allocation o f Land situated at 
Plot No. 839, Kaura District, Abuja belonging to MR. JOHN OMOTAYO AKINLEYE of 
House 1,13, Foreshore Road, Banana Island, Ikoyi, Lagos.
If found, please return to the owner at the above address, the nearest police station or 

the High Court of Lagos State.

MISSING CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY NO. FCT/ABU/MISC/14040
This is to inform  the general public that the Property described as P lot No. 291, K atam pe Extension D istrict Cadastral Zone 
B7, Abuja w ith Certificate o f  O ccupancy No. FC T/A BU /M ISC/14040 and Registered as FC 63 AT PAGE 63 IN VOLUM E  
88 (C OF O) in the land A dm inistration Registry Office at Abuja, in favour o f  CH R ISTS CHOSE CHURCH OF GO D IS 
M ISSING. The C ertificate o f O ccupancy was lost in the C ustody o f PASTOR JOH N ESEKA.
If found, please return same to CHRIST CHOSEN CHURCH OF GOD OR THE UNDERSIGNED
TAKE NOTE THAT THE PROPERTY IS NOT FOR SALE, AND ANY TRANSACTION THERETO IS VOID and CHRIST
CH O SEN  CH U RC H  O F GO D w ill not transfer Titel to the purchser for any reason whatsoever.

S igned
Barrister Esene Em manuel (K SJ)

Em m anuel Esene & Co.
Suite 17, A rea 2 Shopping Centre,

G ark i-A buja  
Tel: 08033499152, 09-2341489

LOSS OF DOCUMENT
This is to inform  the general public that the O rig inal R ight o f  O ccupancy  No. 
M FC T /A B U /1313 size l,2 0 0 m 2  belong ing  to  R A H E E M A  M A H M O U D , N o. 
M F C T /A B U /K B /5 3 7  S ize  1 ,0 4 3 .6 9 m 2 b e lo n g in g  to  IB R A H IM  A L IY U  
A B U B A K A R  an d  N o. M F C T /A B U /J G / 518  S ize  1 ,2 0 0 m 2 b e lo n g in g  to 
A B D U L L A H I IB R A H IM  a 11’located at Sabon Lugbe D istrict, A buja  are m issing. 
I f  found, p lease return to the nearest po lice  station or A jia  R aheem a M ahm oud o f

Block 8B3 Flat 2 NNPC Quarters, Area 11 Garki Abuja.

CHANGE OF NAMES
formerly kown as LA D IM A IM U N A ID I, now wish to be kown and addressed as MRS LA DIM A IM U NA  DAVVAKI. All former 

documents remain valid. NNPC Corporate Headquarters Abuja take note.

formerly SANI-HAMISU, now wish to be called and addressed as LAWALI SANI. All former documents remain and general public 
:o note.

GOLD SELLERS ASSOCIATION KADUNA
T his is to  in form  the general pub lic  tha t the above nam ed B O D Y has app lied  fo r reg istra tion  to the C orpora te A ffairs com m ission  under part 
‘C ’ o f  the com pan ies  and a llied  m atters 
D ecree o f  1990.
T he T rustees  are:
1. A lh. Saidu Y usuf M adobi 2. A lh. M ohd S ira jo  Shuaibu
3. A lh. Sahabi Y ustff 4. A lh. A bubakar Salisu
5. A bdu lrasheed  1. B. M alum fashi 6. U m ar D ikko H ussain i
7. A lh . Y akubu M oham m ed  8. A lh. M oham m ed N asiru  Tahir
9. D an A lhaji AbditUahi H ussain i 10. Sani A bubakar
A ny ob jec tion  to th is reg istra tion  should  be forw arded  to the R eg istrar G enera l, C orpora te A ffairs C om m ission , W use zone 5, A buja. W ithin 
28 days o f  th is publication .

Signed 4 
Barr. Yakubu H ussaini 

Yakubu H ussain i & A ssociates  
L h  13 W ushishi Road K aduna  

062-210210 , 08023637375 , 0 8 0 4 5 4 7 0 0 0 4 A
CENTRE FOR ENVIRONMENTAL PRESERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT

This is to inform the general public that the above named Organisation has applied for 
registration to the Corporate Affairs commission under part ‘C ’ o f the companies and allied 
matters Decree o f 1990.
The Trustees are:
1. Surv. Furoebi Akeue
2. Dr. Elizabeth Bens
3. Mrs. Akumoere Timibofa
Any objection to this registration should be forwarded to the Registrar General, Corporate 
Affairs Commission, Wuse zone 5, Abuja. Within 28 days o f this publication.

GLORIOUS BODY OF CHRIST BIBLE CHURCH
This is to inform the general public that the above named Church has applied for registration to the 
Corporate Affairs commission under part ‘C’ o f the companies and allied matters Decree of 1990. 
The Trustees are:

1. Rev. Dr. Godwin Chiadikaobi Chigbata 2. Rev. Mikeson Okoli
3. Pastor Freedom Ifeanyi Okafor 4. Rev. Tony Onuorah Onuko
5. Pastor Michael Umeadi Nonyelu 6. Rev. Pastor Daniel Okeifi Any ob jection  to
this registration should be forwarded to the Registrar General, Corporate Affairs Commission, Wuse
zone 5, Abuja. Within 28 days o f this publication.

S ig n e d :
CHARLES UMER1E & CO. Legal Practitioners.

EXCELLENCE INTERNATIO NAL M INISTRIES, ZARIA
This is to inform the general public that the above named Ministries has applied for registration to the 
Corporate Affairs commission under part ‘C ’ o f the companies and allied matters Decree o f 1990.

The Trustees are:
1. Pastor (Mrs)Cornelia Achetu Adikwu
2. Mrs. Helen Love Owuna
Any objection to this registration should he forwarded to the Registrar General, Corporate Affairs 
Commission, Wuse zone 5, Abuja. Within 28 days o f this publication.

Signed:
C om fort Sira Wiwa 

Solicitor

LOSS OF DOCUMENT
This is to inform the general public that the Original Letter o f Allocation/Grant No. No. FCT/ABU/ 
MISC. 2495 covering a piece of land measuring 2599.43 Square Metres o f Plot No. 122 located within 
Kara in Federal Capital territory, Abuja, belonging to Mr. Arowosaye Seun Issaac o f Wuse II Abuja is 
missing. Whoever transact business with the said document does that at his/her own risk.

Signed 
G. I. AMASIORAH ESQ.

Solicitor to the Owner, Suite 3B4. Plot 627 Sokode Crescent, *
Zone 5, W use-A buja Tel: 08042135793

M ISSING DOCUM ENT
This is to inform the general public that the Offer o f Occupancy belonging to Alhaji 
Ibrahim K. Aliyu of the National Population Commission, Headquarters, Abuja got missing 
in transit. The land is at Jahi District, Abuja Plot No, 1223, File No, S. 0847 
Any person in possession o f the said Right o f Occupancy should report to the nearest 
Police Station or send it to the National Population Commission headquarters, Abuja.

Signed
Alhaji Ibrahim Aliyu, mni

LOSS OF ORIGINAL OFFER OF TERMS OF 
GRANT/CONVEYANCE ISSUED BY MFCT, ABUJA

The general public (especially Abuja Geaographical Information System) is hereby 
notified o f the loss o f the original “OFFER OF TERMS OF GRANT/CONVEYANCE 
OF APPROVAL” issued to JAMES ANTHONY by MFCT Abuja dated 14/05/02 in 
respect o f Plot 1905 within Kuruduma District, Abuja. , m
I f  found please, call 08033203695

Formerly, SANI ABDULLAHI, now wish to be called and addressed as IBRAHIM M AIDOKI. All former documents remain valid. 
LGEA M aradun and general public to  note

CHANGE OF NAMES
I, formerly kown as M RS JULIE ENIEKEDO DONLI, now wish to be known and addressed as 
MS JULIE ENIEKODO OKAH. All former documents remain valid. Securities and Exchange 
Commission and general public to note.

I, formerly known and addressed as MISS IHEDIOHA NGOZI ADANMA, now wish to be 
known and addressd as MRS OSIGWE NGOZI ADANMA. All former documents remain valid. 
FCDA, please take note.

I, formerly ADETOMOWO ROSE FADUYILE PRINCESS, now to be called MRS YOMI 
BUNMI A JALA PRINCESS. Former documents remaion valid and public to note.

I, formerly known as FATIMA UMAR, now wish to be called LAMI UMAR ADAMU. All former 
documents remain valid. ITAS-GADAU LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND GENERAL PUBLIC 
SHOULD TAKE NOTE.
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chairs— a^Nigena 
^ s o c ia t io n ,, 

Ib rah im
K rtas seth is sights 
Cycnra n ex t w e e k e n d ’s 
/odd Cup qualifying match 

between the Super Eagles 
land the Panthers o f  Gabon 
iin Port Harcourt, saying that 
the central Africans lack the 
”  'g ree  to  truncate the 

/ r y ’s quest for a fourth 
jsecu tiv e  W orld Cup 

finals.
In a telephone chat with 

our correspondent, Alhaji 
Ualadim a said he is 
confident o f  Nigeria’s victory 
based on the players current 
form for their receptive clubs 
in Europe.
; “I d on ’t have any fear 
jabout the match against 
: Gabon, because our players 
arc all in form and infact will 
all be available for the

S p o r t s
P a « e  4 7

Galadima looks bey
encounter. The only absentee ------------------------ m ]
2 ®  ^.Babayarp (Celestine) From Okechukwu Eze, j are quick ~ d fi 
who called to inform us about Correspondent, Lagos j capable o f  fru:

encounter. The only absentee 
will be Babayaro (Celestine) 
who called to inform us about 
his injury. To that effect, the 
team’s technical crew knows 
what pjtfions left to be taken,”

He added: “I have already 
started looking beyond the 
match because there is still 
more wort: ahead. We need 
to be winning always so as to 
be comfortable and qualify 
for both the World Cup and 
African Nations Cup next 
year.

“There are A n g o k , 
A lgeria  and Rwanda to 
confront at away and those 
ones give me more concern.”

Sim ilarly, former

From Okechtikwu Eze,
Sports Correspondent, Lagos

international, Friday Ekpo 
has cautioned the Nigerian 
side not to underrate the 
Panthers o f  Gabon, 
maintaining that an attempt to 
look down on them would be 
a disservice to the country 
and the team would pav 
dearly for it.

According to the former 
E agles m idfielder, who 
played against the Panthers 
o f  Gabon in the 1990 World 
Cup qualifier, “the Gabonese

are quick and fast. They are 
capable o f  frustrating any 
team but for that to happen, 
our boys must consent to it. 
If they allow them room to 
toss around, they will get 
punished. The best bet is for 
the Eagles to attack and 
attack, while also depending 
resolutely.”

Reacting to the lateness o f  
Super Eagles players to camp 
ahead o f  the match, the 
former Shell o f  Gabon play 
maker, lamented the situation 
and attributed it to lack o f  
football culture.

“I am not comfortable with 
the extension o f arrival from 
their respective European 
clubs. That’s because much 
value is no more attached to 
national team or else why 
should the players dictate 
when to come. If we; have 
football culture, it will not be 

. e that because every one 
will be scrambling to pick up 
a shirt. Even in Brazil, the ; 
players respond timely to 
their national team 
assignments. Here, it’s 
different and some day we 
shall pay adequately for this 

error of  judgement.”

 ------------------- - ------- ------- IU1II1C1

Gombe coach pursues 
victory in Makurdi
1 P  rtf' k i  rtli K/^o I-1 it i\I h ie f  C oach  o f  h igh 
( riding Gombe United, 

— ' Justin Tcnger is upbeat 
■ about beating  Lobi S tars 
|w h e n  the clubs clash in a 
" Premier League match slated 
f; for the Aper Aku Stadium in 

Makurdi this weekend. 
r j Tenser, a son o f  the soil 
^*rom  B enue and fo rm er 

handler o f  Lobi explained to 
K IC K  O FF th a t he had 
always found it easy playing 
against his former club. “On 
several occasions that I led 
my teams against Lobi it had 
alw ays been problem  for 
them.

“Except for last year when 
we lost to them, I have never 
been beaten in Makurdi.

In the past I a lso  took 
Katsi*a United, Kano P illars  
and Tornadoes to the Aper 
Aku Stadium against Lobi 
Stars, and I never lost. T his  
weekend’s encounter will not 
be an^exception,” Tenger

Zamfara 
United 
robbed

i was double trouble fo r  
Mayers and officials o f  
iam fara U n ited  o n  

. daesday after the team’s 
official 504 Station Wagon 
car had its side windscreen 
sm ashed  and  p ro p ertie s  

i worth several thousands o f 
n a ira  ca rted  aw ay bv 
suspected hoodlums at the 
Nnamdi Azikiwe Stadium, 
fcnugu.

O ffic ia ls  o f  the G usau 
based team  w ere am azed 
when they came out o f  the 
mam bowl o f  the stadium 
following the 3-1 defeat to 
R angers to  find  out that 
thieves had broken into their 
car.

In a chat with KICK OFF. 
Z am fara  Team M anager, 
Sanm Garba Gusau, stafi

boasted.
The seasoned  h an d le r 

revealed  that the G om be 
State g o v ernm en ts recent 
release o f  funds to the team 
is a m orale booster to his 
boys.

‘The G om be S tate  
governor has ju st released 
some amount o f  m oney to 
pay part o f  the players’ sign 
on fees and this has added to 
the b o y s’ m orale, having 
su rv ived  a desp era te  El- 
Kanemi at home, our target 
is to defeat Lobi so that we 
can keep our position on the 
league table.

He commended the efforts 
o f  the new  m anagem ent 
com m ittee in attending to 
players’ plight on time and
governor r *—  -----------* -
making Ui
releasing money to the club,W u n l l  nori«̂  ____

A k a n n i
backs
Siasia

Fon n e^ S u p e^ E ag les
player Waidi Akanni 
has said that Flying 

Eagles Coach Samson Siasia 
is bound to succeed if  given 
the nessecary support.

Akanni, who was with his 
old pal at the African Youth 
Championship B enin  2005 
and WAFU cup in Mali said 
Siasia has good grip o f youth 
soccer and motivation the 
two ingredients needed for a 
successful youth team mid all 
he needs to succeed at the 
World Youth Championship 
coming up in Holland later in 
the year is a strong backing 
by the football governing 
body in the country.

As far as the the erstwhile 
F lying E agles star is 
concerned, the Eagles would 
succeed  i f  the planned  
playing tour to Europe 
materialise.

He maintained that “past 
loses to Brazil had been due 
to lack o f  exposure. We have 
a chance o f  avenging the 
Brazilians at Holland but the 
NFA and the Sports Ministry 
must give the team all the 
nessecary moral and financial 
support it needs, besides the 
friendilies abroad lined up for 
the team”.

governor Daniuma Goje for 
making good his promise o f 
releasing money to the club, 
which will assist our target 

o f  go ing  con tinen ta l tnis 
season.”

Gombe United are second 
on the Premier League after 
five weeks, but are level on 
points with current league
leaders Kano P illars who South Africa s Ernie Els hits from  the sand trap on the s e c o n ^ to l^ u r in ^ h ^ ^ ^ ^ J

S  feague on world map
Soccer League says it  a newly-floated football H i.h  H e s n ^ U t e v ; ™ ___

A  wi

5 Nigeria Professional 
Soccer League says it 
w ill soon  p lace  the 

country’s premier league on

the world map.
Executive Secretary o f  the 

league, Salihu  A bu b ak ar 
stated this at the launching o f

Enyimba should be
Ukadike

ne time Nigerian star 
(Chief Nicolas Ukadike 
has ch arg ed  the 

Enyimba FC o f  Aba to be

1 ^ W w e e . ,

Enyimba to be ruthless” he 
said.

M eanw hile, Enyimba 
clim bed to third on the 
Nigerian League table after

just came out and saw that 
our vehicle narked inside the 
premises o f  the stadium had 
its side windscreen broken

players as well as the car 
stereo taken away.”

equate die value o f  
me lost items as my secretary 
m s  to take a proper 
{jven to^  o f  .all lostPi t e £ r 
But roughly, it shouldn’t be 
le ss  than Four hundred 
thousand naira.”

When KICK OFF called 
on die chief security officer 
oi the stadium, fee was said 
to be absent from his office 
It was alleged that this was 
no t the  firs t tim e such 
incident was happening at 
the stadium. 5

match at the Enyimba 
International stadium on 
Wednesday.

Four goa ls by Joetex  
j  k 7 ‘iT*vr ‘w iu a u  J:rimpong Sikiru Atanda,
club, told NigCTiasports.com P anrel Njoku and Eric
in a chat that Enyimba must rascindo completed the total
be aggressive and ruthless annihilation o f  the Latros
from the blast o f  the whistle 
when they take on Simba o fM O wm <1 a A - — A 1_ _ ■

clash. Ukadike, who was 
known for his robust play at 
Iwuanyanwu National and at 
the defunct ACB football

Tanzania in Aba Sunday 
march 20.

Ukadike said, Enyimba 
must ignore the first leg 1-1 
draw in Muanza and work for 
an outright victory.

“At this stage there is no 
room  fo r g am b lin g  and 
complacency, since a Simba 
**C goal w ou ld  b rin g  
pressure on them, I expect

- yv/uipicicu me loiai
annihilation o f  the Lagos 
side.

Chairman o f the chib, Felix 
A nyansi A gw u told  
nigenasports.com after the 
match that the result is an 
indication that all is well in 
the camp o f  Enyimba.

“I feel sorry for Simba 
because they will be totally 
destroyed on Sunday in Aba,* 
Anyansi enthused.

‘̂ Ve used our full Arsenal 
against NPA and there will be 
worsse in store for Simba on 
Sunday.

a newly-floated football club 
on Wednesday in Abuja.

The new football outfit is 
Emirates FC o f  Abuja.

“A t the present, w e are 
charting a new course to put 
Nigerian league on the world 
map.

“We want the world to be 
talking about Gombe United, 
Kano Pillars, Enyimba and 
others in our league, instead 
o f  Manchester United and so 
on, “ he said.

Earlier the FCT director o f 
sports, Alhaji Sani Lulu who 
launched the club, praised its 
proprietor and management 
for their effort in d< ‘ ‘
soccer in the FCT.

We did not 
beg for Eagles

-odm
ivers State governor 
Peter Odili says the 

A  V state did not beg the 
NFA to bring the Super 
Eagles to Port Harcourt for 
the World Cup qualifier  
against Gabon.

“We did not beg to host the 
match, neither did we apply. 
We hosted because die NFA 
came to us. We agreed 
because we have done it 
before and done it well,” 

Odili said during a visit to 
him by_ NFA chairman

He appealed to Nigerians, , - ,
especially residents o f  the i £ F A  c
FCT to support the team in I Galadima.
its bid to bring honour to the
FCT.

“The proprietors are tested 
men and have the ability to 
nurture the club to greater 
heights, “ he said.

The Chairman o f  the club,
Alhaji Abubakar Damburam 
explained that it started in 
1998 as Arewa Stars through 
a group o f his soccer-loving 
friends.

About N 1.2 m illion  in 
cash, materials and pledges

Odili also assured die NFA 
boss that Rivers State was 
always ready and willing to 
assist whenever the need 
arises.

“Rivers people are warm 
and nice and we are always 
ready to help w henever  
called

upon,” the governor said. 
We will do all in our power 

to ensure that the game is 
su ccessfu lly  hosted and 
N igeria qualifies for the 
World Cup.”

Odili also advised other 
state governors to take a cuepiopneior ana management materials and pledges ! c t a t p T u

Nasarawa striker leads scorers’chart
T V T S ; w Umt sS» t f a  ac?„'u„°,Pir . f n s ? iSN r t  ~    ~ -x r u -  _
~  ^ jointly  led the scorers’ 
chart with three goals after

_ --------   - u g u iu o i  n r n  u i
Lagos in the second week, 
and added a brace more in&Ba£H5 ?A£ Ei^aE5!!* S sszsr* *

The little known forward, Fom “  !nten*fcng|y, both p
who captains the new ly Sharing the ton scorino 

team. ° f  former position with the Premier 
strlker League rookie is Shooting

’ eun Stars striker Ladi Gasped in splendid form since the who incidentally, grabbedhis 
league kicked off five weeks first tw o goals o f  the 

’ campaign against Nasarawa

United on the lea g u e’s 
opening day in Ibadan. His 
third came in the 1-0 defeat 
o f  Enugu Rangers last week, 
also m Ibadan.

Interestingly, both players 
scored all their goals in home 
m atches, and have the 
quartet o f  Onyekachi Okoye 
(Lobi), Prince Wilson Olomu 
(Enyim ba), Gabriel A gu  
(NPA) and Hasan A liyu  
(Kano Pillars), who have two 
goals each, to contend, with.

D r ^ n s h o  Kupolokun
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EDITORIAL
EFCC and IBB
Mallam Nuhu Ribadu, chairman of the I^onomic and 

Financial Crimes Commission (EFCC), has been 
in the news lately over what he said, or didn’t say, 

with regards to former military president General Ibrahim 
Badamasi Babangida. According to the Financial Standard, 
Ribadu, whose latest headline sound bite took place in far 
away Johann6sbur&,when he spoke to the Patriots Club of 
Nigeria—a group of professionals living in South Africa— 
supposedly said, “the commission [EFCC] had, through its 
strong relationship in the international community, already 
‘checked’ on Babangida’s affairs internationally. But he is 
so crafty. Nowhere will you see his name as the owner of a 
property or the holder of a bank account abroad. But that 
does not mean he will escape. Never, never again in Nigeria 
will someone like him come to rule the country. It is too late 
for people like that. The world has changed.”

Following the considerable excitement in the polity that 
this alleged statement has generated, the EFCC chairman, 
has been attempting some damage-control by explaining, 
or perhaps eviscerating, what he said. According to Thisday, 
Ribadu, in his defence, said “there were a barrage [sic] of 
questions on IBB. They those [sic] at the forum accused 
EFCC and the Obasanjo administration of double standard, 
that while apprehending other corrupt officials, we left IBB 
alone.

“Now in response to the questions, I said that there are 
no facts at this time that could be used to nail IBB. But 
speaking generally, I said corruption, 419, money laundering 
are difficult ta prove and pursue as many officials are often 
crafty, duplicitous and hide their activities in several ways. 
However, in today’s Nigeria EFCC is bringing corrupt 
officials to book day after day and because of the policies 
and resolute determination of the Obasanjo administration, 
it will be difficult if not impossible for any corrupt official 
to rule Nigeria again.”

At this juncture we must register our deep concerns over 
this affair. In the first instance, it is sufficiently clear, or 
should be, from Ribadu’s rebuttal that even if he did not 
intend that his remarks be read as specifically directed at 
the former military president, one cannot justly hold such 
an understanding of his words as being misconstrued. 
Indeed, if anything, his revelation that after his speech “a 
barrage of questions on IBB” followed can easily be cited 
as a relative indicator that he did in fact refer to the General, 
even if not exclusively, in his explanations. After all, while it 
is not impossible that in answering questions about IBB he 
may very well include many other persons in his responses, 
it is virtually unthinkable that he mould absolutely leave 
out the one person he was specifically asked about.

Let this be clear: while we do not hold brief for General 
IBB, it is regrettable that through this unmitigated fa u x  pax, 
Ribadu seems to be giving credence to charges that the 
commission he heads is being used by the government of 
the day to orchestrate a witch-hunt or vengeful politicking. 
In describing what in essence amounts to a preconceived 
plan by the EFCC “to nail IBB,” perhaps by whatever 
means, in order to stop him from ever coming “to rule 
Nigeria again,” Ribadu has unwittingly lowered the esteem 
he has enjoyed in the eyes of many since his appointment as 
the EFCC boss. This is unfortunate and disappointing, for 
Ribadu, let there be no mistake about it, is one of Nigeria’s 
finest police officers.

Indeed, his reputation as a competent and incorruptible 
officer dedicated to the courageous discharge of his duties 
has in effect become a matter of national pride. However, 
now there is the risk all the goodwill he enjoys may become 
dust in the wind on account of what may well have been the 
proverbial slip of the tongue. Moreover, it is galling that rather 
than offer a straightforward retraction of the offending 
statement, Ribadu has been busy playing the old “misquoted” 
card that has so glaringly failed to wash.

We must emphasise here that while we stand as one with 
the EFCC with regards to its motto “Nobody is above the 
law,” vindictive use, or abuse, of the commission’s powers 
must never be condoned. The EFCC is at liberty to quietly 
investigate every Nigerian, including General IBB. However, 
unless it has evidence that can stand the test of a free and fair 
trial in an open court, neither the commission nor its chairman 
should ever attempt to disparage or smear anybody through 
unwarranted statements regardless of their general nature 
or intention. Otherwise, the commission’s credibility, already 
under suspicion in some quarters, would be completely eroded 
for, as Ribadu should know, Nigerians do not believe a rabbit 
can just show up at a busy market for nothing.
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fortnight ago, newspapers in the country reported 

comments made on General Ibrahim Babangida by
_   .Alhaji Nuhu Ribadu, chairman of the Economic and
Financial Crimes Commission, EFCC, during a recent visit 
to Johannesburg, South Africa. The comments were so 
patently political and amounted to sentencing without 
evidence or due process.

My immediate gut reaction was to go for a pen. And 
that was exactly what I did, and started to defend a person 
I had myself in the past often criticised. Ribadu had just 
given what to me were, for a person in his position, unfair 
comments,

Ribadu was reported to have, among other things, said 
that the EFCC was investigating Babangida. Considering 
that Babangida was a one-time head o f state who might 
have abused his office in a way that fell under the purview 
o f EFCC’s brief, this was all legitimate and fair enough. 
The EFCC [Establishm ent] Act, 2004 had given the 
commission wide-ranging powers to investigate all manner 
o f economic and financial crimes.

The repprt, originally carried by the Financial Standard 
and later by Daily Trust, also quoted Ribadu vowing that 
the general would never rule the country again. And 
considering that democratic electoral politics—the new way 
to power— is not an economic or financial crime, it was 
difficult to see why that was Ribadu’s business. Clearly, he 
was stepping beyond his official bounds.

According to Daily Trust [1/3/05] Ribadu even indicated 
that the EFC£ has “checked” on General Babangida’s 
affairs internationally through the relationships with the 
international community, but admitted that so far, the 
commission has not succeeded in pinning the former leader 
with money laundering or any other financial crime. For a 
lawyer, that ought to have settled the matter. But Ribadu 
wasn’t done.

“But he is so crafty,” he said o f Babangida. “Nowhere 
will you see his name as the owner o f  a property or the 
holder o f a bank account abroad. But that does not mean he 
will escape. Never, never again in Nigeria will someone 
like him come to rule Nigeria. It is too late for people like 
that. The world has changed.”

Yes, the world may have changed, but the rule for - 
catching criminals has not; and, especially for those engaged 
in the dispensation o f justice, it still requires proof beyond 
reasonable doubt. Otherwise, everything becomes suspect.

And even if  the law is an ass, the lawyer is not. As a 
lawyer, Ribadu shouldn’t be the one to exhibit such 
anxiousness with the snail speed o f  the machinery o f 
retributive justice. And as a law-enforcement officer, his 
concern for justice ought to have been predicated on 
patience with the demands o f due process. The fight for 
morality in public affairs must not go beyond the bounds 
o f ethical conduct in investigations,

I was still on the first page when I learnt that Ribadu 
had clarified the situation. It was, after all, he said, a 
quotation out o f context. Good, I said, because I didn’t want 
to believe that he should allow him self this manner of 
indiscretion. I slackened in my writing. Three days later 
the Daily INDEPENDENT  [8/3/05] carried the story that 
Alhaji Atiku Abubakar, the vice-president, Alhaji Aliko 
Dnagote, Lagos-based businessman and Alhaji Waziri 
Mohammed, chairman o f Nigerian Railways, had gone 
together with Ribadu to beg Babangida. It was all sickening 
but it was such a great relief that I didn’t have to write 
about that. I therefore tore up the sheet.

Later, however, I found out that the story in the 
IN D E P E N D E N T  was w ithout foundation . The vice 
president’s office had in fact denied that any such visit to 
Minna had taken place. I therefore decided to write.

Before his clarification, speculations were rife as to why 
Ribadu would wish to bar Babangida from the presidency 
o f the country. Three were given— that because he came 
from the vice-president’s state, he must have been fighting 
Babangida on his behalf; that though appointed by Chief 
Olusegun Obasanjo, Ribadu is really a closet Buhari 
oyalist; and finally, that he must have done it at the 

promptings o f Obasanjo himself, who has all along wanted 
to nail Babangida. And so here was his chance.

But on closer scrutiny all the three possibilities simply 
collapse. The first two go together. Insinuations that Ribadu 
was prompted by Alhaji Atiku Abubakar would seem to 
have essentially been countered by assertions that Ribadu 
did so at the behest o f Buhari, because mutually exclusive 
certainties would always cancel each other out. In any case, 
Babangida is not a political threat to Buhari, considering 
that they are not even in the same party. And Obasanjo didn’t 
have to go through Ribadu to get at Babangida if  he wanted
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Gen. Ibrahim Babangida
to, since it is now given and accepted that the chief can do 
anything he wishes with the country or anyone within it. In - 
any case, Obasanjo had already countermanded this directive 1 
i f  he ever issued  it at all, w hen he dec la red  at the 
Commonwealth Foundation Lecture in Lagos last Wednesday 
that Babangida can contest the 2007 elections.

The issue, however, is not really about Babangida’s 
eligibility for the election; rat’ier, it is about his culpability i 
for economic and financial crimes as seen by Ribadu. But 
Babangida, who has a tendency to smile at his personal 
problems hoping that they will go away, is probably used to 
it. He once said he had been accused o f most crimes under 
the sun.

Over the years Babangida has always been given the 
baptism, as it were, o f communist legal fire. Whereas in Britain 
one is innocent until proved guilty; in France, an accused is 
presumed guilty until he is proved innocent. But in the 
communist world, their standards are different, it is said. An I 
accused is presumed guilty until he is proved guilty. In other 
words, an accusation amounts to a sentence; and that is the 
standard Ribadu wishes to apply to Babangida.

This is clearly unacceptable from a public officer who is 
supposed to be neutral, apolitical, and impartial, seen and n o t! 
heard— a public officer who has been given this great 
responsibility and such wide-ranging quasi-judicial powers. 
As a public prosecutor, Ribadu is supposed to proceed, be 
guided by, and act only on the facts available to him, and not 
according to notions and opinions in his mind, or the talk on 
popular tongue. What is on his mind may be true and accurate, 
but the law doesn’t care.

It is not necessarily because what is asserted is not true 
but because it is not proved, and may ultimately remain forever 
beyond proof. And that is the border where the law, l ik e ! 
journalistic libel, must recognise its limit. There is a large 
tract o f untouchable territory between the public’s need and 
right to know and the integrity and private world o f thpse 
under media’s scrutiny, even those whom, like Babangida, I 
circumstances have thrown into the vortgx of publicity.

Ribadu is the one refreshening face o f the Obasanjo 
Administration that has been welcomed and approved by 
almost everyone in the country. And Ribadu is perhaps the 
only reason why, despite all the defects and deficiencies of 
that administration, including its probable illegality, it is 
difficult
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