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Comfort Obi

ot too long ago. President 
Babangida in a rare mo­
ment of candour gave ex­
pression to a feeling that 
runs deep among many 
Nigerians today. that 
Nigeria has undoubtedly 
become one ot the most 
analyzed nations in the 
world. Hardly any week 

runs out without a series of seminars, lectures, dis­
cussions on the national, state or group level all on 
the ’problem with Nigeria'. But what buggies the 
mind is that a people with such clarity of vision 
when it comes to self-analysis are so incapable of 
acting to redress their mistakes

As Alison Ayida, former Permanent Secretary in 
the Gowon administration emphasized in his bril­
liant speech last Wednesday. Nigerians have un­
wittingly allowed themselves to fall into a self-per­
petuating trap, ceaselessly whinning. complaining, 
wishing tor change but never acting He warned, 
’when tomorrow comes and our collective nemesis 
catches up with us as a nation, will the people of 
this country be ready for the consequences of their 
seeming lethargy and abject resignation'’'

Ayida set out a ten point agenda of ’unfinished 
business' which must be addressed before 1992 — 
’Before tomorrow comes' TSM's Business Corres­
pondent, Chudi Okoye has put together a story you 
can t afford to miss It's food for thought

Coincidentally, one of Ayida's ’unfinished busi­
ness' is titled ’Equal citizenship and Equal opportu­
nity*. an issue he said Nigeria cannot wish away 
According to him, there is a grave danger in mar­
ginalizing sections of the country, making them feel 
that they are ’children of a Lesser God*

Among those who listened to Ayida's powerful 
speech was prof Awa Erne Awa, ex-chairman of 
the National Electoral Commission an interesting 

coincidence, considering his equally strong feeling 
on the issue of alienation

Read Awa's loaded interview which makes our 
cover this week Prof Awa who has hardly uttered 
a word publicly since his removal gave TSM a blip 
into his mind, just a blip He's a man given to brevity 

and self-restraint Yet what little he says is loaded 
with the power of a cannon. Enjoy
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Tho new sysU 
and cons It is 
tent that it will 
standards;

Open balloting < 
way out ol elect! 
which po: 
ting fako 
box

Tony Nwachukwu.
Ims ADP, 

Nempi, Imo State

W»m open balloting, tho | 
electorate will not bo boon on 

>r fear of reprisals from 
opponents. People 
to vote against their 

cause they will 
’ somo influon- 
thin their com- 

balloting will

tter concerns a quotation in 
. section of your magazine 

titled “The World" (Vol. 2 No. 22, 
October 14, 1990) which read 'If 
women want to engage in combat, let 
them A number of them will come 
back dead. But what a scenario if 
others come back impregnated by the 
enemy' First of all. there is nothing 
new or newsworthy about a woman 
being impregnated by the enemy 
Anyway, a woman with her finger on

item has its pros 
good to tho ex­
prevent double 

bad because it 
could now make one s politi­
cal choice a matter ot life 
and death. But if I havo to cast 
my vote for either of the two 
systems, open balloting will 
get my vote I will not vote 
against my conscience.______

t ince the beginning ol the Gulf 
crisis, there have been astro­
nomical increases in the price of 

oil world-wide But the irony is that 
even with the increases, the Ni_ 
government, being one of the major 
beneficiaries of the boom has not 
asked the populace to loosen their 
belts if only a little Jolt and enjoy part 
ot the largesse. Yet had it been that 
there was an oil price fall, the govern­
ment would have been asking for sac­
rifice and belt-tightening. We want to 
feel the impact of the boom, please

Y.T. Abdullahi, 
131, Amlnu Road, 

Zarla

could be a 
tion rigging 

jolltlcians do by etuf- 
e papers in the ballot 

But it will surely create en­
mity between voters and those 
they vote against. Not many 
Nigerians are courageous 
enough to want to vote against 
a known person Still, open 
balloting is tho honest way of 
electing a good leader but I 
doubt if it will work.

11 refer to your special 30th 
; Independence anniversary 
1 edition (Vol. 2 No. 21. October 7, 

1990) and I say we are doomed to 
more intractable problems so long as 
the feudal oligarchy and the military 
continue their dominance of Nigeria’s 
political scene Maybe Sani Abacha 
nas begun to erect the N200.000.000 
(two hundred million naira) hospital 
he promised us in the 1983 coup ad­
dress in his village to replace those 
"reauced to consulting clinics' Mean 
while. I refer the President to Beko 
Ransome-Kuti for leadership tutorials

the trigger ot a loaded automatic 
weapon cannot be wantonly attacked, 
and therefore has the best defence 
against being impregnated by the 
enemy The likelihood of women sol­
diers being impregnated on the war 
front should never be used as an ex­
cuse to keep 
vice or combe

voting for 
political 
arc going 
conscience because thaj 
want to satisfy 
tial people wltl 
munity Open 
bring chaos both from von- 
dotta-sooking politicians and 
from unruly crowds at tho pol­
ing stations

imprej 
celihooa 

impregne 
never be 
• women oft military ser­
ial

Grace Okhiulu, 
8, Laboye Laleye Close, 

Surulere, Lagos.

There is nothing wrong with 
trying a new system since tho 
old system has failed us twice 
At least It might reduce rig­
ging But what kind of protec­
tion will voters have at the pol­
ling stations? Fear of molesta­
tion and acts ot molestation 
have to be removed so that 
confidence can bo built 
through an unbiased security 
arrangement for tho voters.



Bali, don’t
tfop the fun!

By Ely Obasi

jar.

First
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is to look how 
tarted living in

from the 
jhed into 

sisnon-

hioh? Yah Bali The 
\vhn u’revered general 
Qarivb°Wed out ln ,he 
in Y daYs of this year.

- r^u. laze of unbelie- 
controversy He

The issue of field 
marshal rank for Baban­
gida is not really of im-

you will find that ever 
read like chapters out of 
Thrillers are 
things. and no-one 
spoil the fun

You see. like Bali himself told us. 
again in that interview, the idea of de­
corating officers with their new ranks 
is a new thing in the army ‘We intro­
duced it.* Ayonote quoted him. *It was 
never a practice in the army of old'

Which was a beautiful develop­
ment It you are a farmer or spare 
parts dealer, the society rewarded 
you with a chieftaincy And decorated 
you with the cap and leaves If you

iry bit of It will 
of thriller novels 

highly entertaining 
>ne should attempt to

mediate interest here. 
Hot even the obvious 
contradictions in Bali's 
acceptance of one un­
usual, on the one hand, 
and criticism of another 
unusual, on the other, 
no that's not it The bus­
iness today is to look 
hour beautifully we 
have started living in an 
unusual era.

one citizen, becoming a field marshal 
will not do anything to enhance that, 
particularly now which is peace time

The issue of field marshal rank for 
Babangida is not really of immediate 
interest here Not even the obvious 
contradiction in Bali's acceptance of 
one unusual, on the one hand and 
criticism of another unusual, on the 
other No that’s not it

The business today i 
beautifully we have stc 
an unusual era

When today's history gets written.

were a soldier, your chieftaincy got 
placed on your shoulder with camera 
flashbulbs exploding in the faces of 
your gathered friends and associates.

This is the era whose history will read 
like a thriller and no-one, not even the 
highly-respected Bali should try to stop 
our fun

You see. they did it before, spoilt our 
fun When Shagan was in charge, he 
started a chapter of the thriller There 
was minister of, and minister for And 
then these spoilsports in the military 
came in and disrupted everything II 
they had let Shagan be, by now defi­
nitely. we would have had minister  by. 
minister to. minister from, minister at

There is one man I know who must 
s very happy for Bali's elevation. 

..iat man is Chukwuemeka 
Odumegwu Ojukwu. It you recall, in 
the anger that preceded the 1967 civil 
war. Gowon and the army council had 
colluded and dismissed him t“ 
Nigerian Army Ojukwu laughe 
his growing beard and said this I
senseOf course he was right In the Biafran I 
Army he became a general. But Blafra 
flopped. And the spoilsports In Nigeria 
have refused to recognise him either 
as a general or even as a colonel

But the man didn't mind them. His 
personal letter head still bears his Biaf­
ran rank Lots of people who see this 
think the man is funny How did he 
expect that anyone would ever really 
call him that?

But now. you see? Maybe one ol 
these days there will be a leadership 
that would look at the political pos­
sibilities and find advantage tn the 
Ojukwu issue He might get back his 
colonelcy or (don't block your imagi­
nation)

This is the era when our history must 
read like a thriller

Nobody should tamper with the 
storyline, except to give it a more thril­
ling twist Not even Domkat Bali

The man should Just concentrate on 
what he has said he would do. Go to 
Dodan Barracks and say thanks to IBB 
Or what do you think?

in a

of Quality r^a?,o,e-crack deputy editor 
Nigeria's first 7?*ine- and daughter to 
him in the hiiu lary President, found 
saY a thing Or. OI Jos and got him to 
move Which h ° ab°ut the surprising 
ment. Pinned tKUled hlm oul 01 retire‘ 
eral on his insignia ol a lull gen­
hack to bhsst^i°u ders and sent hlm

post-retlre- tic thing yOu Was the most enigma-
ao read that .yersaw. then you should 
« to o» ot us SYv 01 °uMV Bah gave 

Lei s lust re2> J’euolar plexus 
that the prom° what Bal1 sa,d 
wasn’t than^n banted him. ’No. It 

n®v. h . n d°ne the other way round 
as ‘ en done tn my case-

But not to worry Balt accepts his ele­
vation ana promises to call at Dodan 
Barracks to say thank you to the man 
who put the fourth star to his shoulder

Wh>ch was all okay, except that, as 
you would expect, the issue of whether 
or nd Babangida should make him­
self a field marshal soon arose

Here the enigma came out Ayonote 
did not quote the new retired/promoted 
general but the gist of what he said 
was this that it would be ill-advised for 
IBB to do such That tradition forbids 
it That the rank of field marshal is only 
won in the field ol battle by a general 
who has gallantly commanded troops 
in war That the last British general, to 
his recollection, who got that last star 
was Montgomery who led British 
trnnos against the Germans in North 
Alnca That, it the idea is to enable 
him net more respect, since his de- 
lenceminlster is now on the sameyank 
as he is. as a MH general and " ~
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The Country
wbIB bum

if S talk
— Ex-NEC boss Eme Awa

Presidential aspirants instigated my removal
• W&y Easterners lose out in Nigerian politics 

e Ban on old politicians is futile
® Open ballot system is ...

vfcssor 
tired to

which he anal, 
Higeria. He spot

ilysed the future of 
____ roke more on the per­

sonal humiliation he felt when he was 
removed as HEC chairman, the tragedy 
of the easterner, the ruling class, why 
the President, come 1992, must be a 
southerner and lots more.

Awa is as unpredictable as his calm 
looks are deceptive.

This is Awa as you've never heard or 
read before. Have a ball.
TS.M: But recently when a
newspape the paper you tle-

ago, Awa meandered again into public 
focus via an invited paper he delivered 
in the USA on the Transition Prog­
ramme in Higeria. He disclosed a little 
of the circumstances that led to his re­
moval as HEC chairman and, well, a 

the few other things.
TSM felt Awa had hinted enough in 

the paper to warrant a full scale inter­
view. IVe cornered Awa and if we were 
surprised at the nature of his experi­
ences at HEC, we were even more surp­
rised at the simple frankness with

By Comfort Obi
e rarely talks, at least, 
since he was removed 
as the chairman of__
national Electoral Com­
mission, HEC. Even 
since then, Eme Awa, a 

professor of political science merely 
retired to his quiet Anthony Village 
home in Lagos. But a couple of weeks



Quiet.

thing happcm 
ig important

AWA.- Yes.

sonic tn your

Page 8

tagonlstic, wh 
NEC or both 
you helps l 
is a w hole k

very 
i pres

KMf.- But 
AWA: 
whut ( 
things < 
one’s cc 
my 
the

towledge anyway.

AWA.- Well, I do a bit of writing. I have two 
rich should be published soon. Then, 

t ---— ^u.macts.

very 
nthe ’ 

thought 
uband’s

matte 
there 

’ esake
-—...at led to

>t pleasant but like I said 
comes first. a’

eculations.
"" ,hls A British 

i Glastonc made his 
‘as in the year “18- 
f felt v—•

land screamed iniw 
herself. She thought 

‘usband’s ~
• her household propr
>uld the British •"!

AWA: Let’s sec what happens with the | 
ramme beinp 
cally, my owi 
years we’d p 
peccable test 
as a reguki 
haviour of the p 
lem in the sock 
take a very lonj 
organised and t 
then hopefu 
then be in a 
and off-set t

AWA: Well, I think I’ll leave that till the ap- 
priate time comes.

There are things one should not disclose ..." 

Nigeria.

AWA: No, it has nothing to do with it. Trad­
itional rulers have been assigned their roles 
by the government. It is not the other way 
round. So, it Ls not the reason.

oidd you possibly assess Ibe 
Programme sofar and u'brtt

prog- 
ig implemented as it Is now. Basl- 

own view had been that within five 
d possibly develop NEC Into an im- 
testament which would now sent 

•ulatory agency to referee the be- 
. uf the politician. But the larger prob- 

awa: Because I’m patriotic, I’ll keep all lem in the society and the political system will
those to myself but I’m not a rubber stamp. take a very long time. But if NEC is properly
All I can say is that nobody could look at me organised and allowed to function properly,
and accuse me of ineffectiveness. Anyway then hopefully in the coming years, NEC will

’ ►’body had was normal. then be in a position to handle these problems
------  ----- ■ ■ ,'orces which were an- and off-set the need for the military to come
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can be happy to be removed 
ua were removed recently have 

Nobody can be happy at 
being removed abruptly. That’s how I was 
removed, abruptly. Didn’t Aikhomu say in 
the Daily Times it is not pleasant to be 

ffcoun- removed abruptly. He now knows how one t. It was not until the fc^s "hen one is removed in that manner. 
> grandchildren w rote That’s all I can say. It is not a pleasant experi- 
triotism on the part of encc- No, it is not.

inity of Nigeria. If I disclose
d to my removal, the coun- " --- uu a on oi ’ 

eked. I'll be destroying the books which should be pul 
. The country will bum. For 1 ™n around for contract 

goed hut the time will come w hen 
iblic. I’m bidding my time.
■ for now. There are times 

> comes first. That time, 
that I’m not hurt. 1 am,

(Laughs and laughs and laughs). Some 
kind of embargo is necessary. Not 50 years. 
But an embargo is necessary in the interest 
of the nation, not in my own interest. Of 
course, I realise that people have been blam­
ing me or rather, those of us from the eastern 
parts of keeping quiet each time one of us is 
removed. You know, wc don't open upto 
say why. It may just mean that we are loo 
patriotic. There Ls an explanation for our be­
haviour. Probably what one can call mis­
placed aggression in psychology. If you hue 
three boys fighting - ABC. One is 20 years, 

■ the other 16, and the other 12 years. If the 
20-year old boy beats up the 16 year old and 
in the meantime, the 12 year old boy laughs, 
at the scene, then, the 16 year old seeing that j 
he cannot fight back the 20 year old, beats up 
the 12-ycar old. That is misplaced aggression. 
That is the kind of thing that has been hap­
pening to the people of the eastern parts. The 
same thing happened to me. There are people 
holding important positions that they (gov­
ernment) did not tackle. They could not 
tackle these people because of the ethno-re­
ligious group these public officers belong to. 
But you tackle the man from the cast because 
it is easy to deal with him because nobody 
will ask questions. That is my own assump­
tion.
75 P But u-by?
AWA: I think it is because the people of the 
eastern parts are still recovering from the 
effects of the civil war. That’s the only reason 
I can find for now. And, the communication 
system is not very strong. These other people 
that come out cn masse to attack and scare 
even the authorities. The authorities them­
selves realise this. And respect it. You don’t 
find that kind of thing happening to them. 
75,'..' r«H don't think it is because by 
fb ulture, the eastern man does ttol 
i<- : cry strong traditional rulers trbn 
ea . probably move in and tall: on tbelf

‘hich wanted to destroy me, or 
and, at least, what 1 have (old 

i to clarify some issue**. And then 
lot more I could say but not now.

ivhen non Id you say all tlMl 
bal'i’f cd? tn a hook form? Or in 5t 
r< «rs time?.'fay i;c one qfyour children 

Daddy 's experience at

tlrered in the I SA. you've been 
Our of circulation, sort of.
AWA: I’ve not been out of circulation. I talk 
only when it is necessary. When I’m-re­
quired to talk. Like I was invited to the US 
to deliver the paper. It was to a v 
guished audience. The Nigerian 
was represented by two people.
TSIf.Wc're gone through your paper. 
Very beautiful, if a little controversial. 
AWA: Not controversial. But facts.
75.17.- Wc read a little on the factors that 
led to your removal. Just very little. So. 
notv that you 've started talking, tell us. 
what actually led to your removal as 
NEC Chairman?
AWA: 1 couldn’t tell you. It Is better the pub­
lic knows ns little as possible.

But why?
■ Patriotism comes first. No me 
condition one finds oneself,-th< 
one should not disclose for the 

country. The circumstances that 
removal were not pleasant but like 
country com-' n—• 

TSM: But by l:< 
room for spe< 
AWA.- 1 will tell you 
Prime Minister, William 

house girl pregnant. It wi 
something.” And the 
humiliated. She shouted ar 
house but got control of I  W11V 
about it and told herself that ifherhi 
behaviour was made public, ' 
would be destroyed, so won 
cabinet, so would the g«v„— 
the country and in fac .. vmpire. v«my. i nose who wi 
And so she told everybody in her household bccn complaining, 
not to mention anything about the incident ^*"8 removed abr 
to anybody. She embargoed it for 50 years.
She went to Kent and rented a house for the 
house girl. By doing that she saved the t 
try an embarrassment. It was 
1970 s that one of his j 

I about it. That was patr 
the woman.

I believe in the uit 
I every thing that led 
I try will be shoe!
unity of Nigeria.' 
now it Ls embargoei 
it will be made put 
I'm just watching 
when one’s country 
for me, Ls now. Not I 
but... AWA.- It is not appropriate nt all in any sense,
TXM: But you said quite some in your to go to NIPSS. NIPSS still begongs to the 
prtpf'- same people who removed me in a most
AWA.- And that s all I can say for now. There humiliating manner. Why should I go back Tr 
were forces against me. Powerful forces, par- to NIPSS under them? 
ticularly from two states of the federation • tat did they ask 
(names withheld). They pressurized the Pres- AWA: No, no. Not to my kne 
ident to remove me. And that’s because they Ht/bn- the paper \ 
fell I was an obstacle to their ambition to th- .mf-.-csslon people h-. 
produce Presidential Candidates. I don’t <■ .
know how. In fairness to one woman (name ‘ ,.:.-:ct
withheld) she warned the President against 
my removal.. But you see, the forces were AWA.- Because I'm 

strong. But you sec, it won’t work. Things 
like that don’t work. I’m just watching.
When the time comes, we shall see. But I’m --------------- .... «. mw
not one to he pressurized to go against the whatever thoughts anyb 
constitution of the Federal Republic of There were many for



ing to be

Federal character good, but
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And to ignore the 
rant to be one people

‘ay, tl 
because the 

Ho we vc

ate how | 

te some I 
help them to direct' 

«e to the best interest I

which worry 
. Because 
lese areas 
y out one 

ley are say- 
re being ig- 

ve don’t 
dy is really 
have noted 

hing 
iy to

lia, the Indian system 
their commission was

they are doinjg this - 
to slip in ideas here |

seem to see muebdiffer- I 
the banned itrirf Xrw-

___________
all of us should benefit same degree, more 
or less from the politics and economics of the 
country.

I think these arc the things whlc! 
me most when I think about them, 
there is a hardening of attitude in the 
and even when the minorities cry 
sees some justifications in what they 
ing because they say, look, we arc , 
nored. We are being treated as if w< 
belong. I don’t know if any body *~ 
scriously listening to them. So, I hu<< 
that at some point we have to do something 
drastic to ensure that we bring everybody to 
the fold. The idea of Federal character I think 
is very good. It is a very good doctrine. We 
have not however given any serious thought 
as to how best to apply it. It is being applied 
on a most haphazard manner.

In my view, ethnic feelings have hardened 
now, more than ever before. And if old or 
new politicians arc motivated primarily by 
the desire to satisfy ethnic desire nobody is 
going to benefit but the country is going to 
be hurt. So much deper 
able to handle the ethnic 
tional prol 
everything 
cause the 
three fold. It is re 
in nature, and it’ 
People want

Page 9

ends on how we are 
ic problem in the na- 

roblem because it can influence about 
ig else that we are going to do. Be­
il basis for this in my view are 

religious. It is materialistic 
t’s psychological in nature.

oplc want some satisfaction of the 
ychological nature. They want to identify 

...jmsclvcs as bonafide citizens of this coun­
try and not to feel by any reason that they 
are second-class citizens.

And this may not have anything to do with 
the Nigerian question of who gets what out 
of the economic system. On the higher levels, 
may be it is the leaders who are concerned 
primarily with who gets what. That also is 
important. But while the leaders quarrel 
about this, often they forget that the common 
------"c themselves do need economic mcas- 
u. vo .o satisfy their needs as well as this prob­
lem of identity. How can you identify with 
the socio-political system if there are no struc­
tures designed to show your effective 
pation. Not just superficial kind i 
tion but meaningful participt 
you’re welcome to be in an office because 
you’re a Nigerian. Not when you’re tolerated 
on it because, well, okay, we just want you 
to be there because we cannot help having 
you there. These are deep psy chological prob­
lems tiiat we face. And the people who arc best

placed to handle them here arc the intellectu­
als, the academic people, who can articulate 
ideas which arc designed to ease the relation­
ships between the various ethnic groups. 
There has been a tendency on the part of 
intellectuals to arrogate to certain ethnic 
groups, or clans, special authorities derived 
from heaven to supervise the government of 
this country, and control the economic re­
sources of this country, 
fact that if we really wt

Once people come to repose confidence in 
NEC, it'll not be necessary again for the milit­
ary to say we arc going to step in because it 
is going to collapse. The problem will revolve 
around NEC.

And NEC as in Indiii 
virtually collapsed but t 
able to handle this because it continued to 
function effectively. This is the kind of thing 
one had in mind. For any body to think that 
by 1992 this country would have been prop­
erly democratized'will be living in a fool’s 
paradise. Ibis not going to happen that easy psy< 

' In 10, 20, 25 even 50 years. In the more ad- thci 
vanccd countries, it has taken place as long 
as that. Even longer to bring democracy into 
the political system and society. And the 
areas of difficulty in Nigeria are hidden be­
cause the forces which operate against the 
ideas of a democracy arc very strong and arc 
found in the upper levels of our society, not 
on lower levels. They are found within the 
groups of people who articulate ideas and 
policies most effectively. So, they are very people 
difficult to get at. They are the people who uresto: 
come forward and make long pronounce­
ments at what is going On but they are the 
ones who thwart the attempt to democratize 
the country and the society and all that.

So, Jerry Gana’s problem is not easy by any 
means because he has to try to get at the root 
of this kind of problem. And he may have 
dining with him, consulting w ith him, laugh­
ing with him the very people who arc the 
genesis of Nigeria’s problem. So, my own 
reading of the situation is that it is going to 
take a long time. But provided the society 
does not collapse, it is not anything terrifying 
to say it'll take a long time. It normally takes 
a long time. It’ll take a long time.

AWA: If you tell me, for instance that my 
people arc over — represented somewhere 
and therefore, they cannot get a job in this 
particular place, then you must tell me where 
they can get a job. Otherwise, I’ll nurse a 
sense of grievance. And this is the kind of 
thing going on. It is not being applied prop­
erly. It is being applied in such a way that it 
is a patronage system. You get a job because 

j are from such and such place. You’re 
■iui obliged to perform well in that position 
because, there is a Patron Saint who will pro­
tect you. We ought to sit down and really 
discuss how best we can apply the Federal 
character system. We haven’t done that yet. 
I think vve should do it. If I had a chance to 
participate in these things, these are the lines 
along which I’ll like to make a contribution. 
And if w e don’t give‘serious thoughts to mat­
ters of this kind the terrain is going to be 
very, very slippery.

One has to consider the things going on in 
Eastern Europe, especially the Soviet Union 
and in Yugoslavia. They had assumed, and 
my colleagues in the left wing had always 
assumed, that if you give the country a meas­
ure of socialism, every other problem will be 
solved. I had never accepted that. And now, 
it is clear beyond doubt that this socialism

; or whatever you want to call it, collectivism, 
does not solve all the problem. In Yugoslavia 
right now the place is virtually at the verge 
of disintegration and they have had socialism 
there. Because of ethnicity, the problem of 
identity, you cannot bring everybody to iden­
tify himself or herself with the nation or feel 
that he or she is indeed a citizen of that coun­
try. We have to address this questioh sooner 
or later if we have to preserve this nation.

How these things will work out, 1 don’t 
know. But it may depend to a large extent, as 
I said before, on how the banned politicians 
want to play the game. If the primary moti­
vation is patriotism and they move in a posi-| 
tive manner to advise, to direct, and ensure 
that some of the difficulties of the past have I 
been removed, then, they become a force for] 
good. I’m not in a position to anticipat 
they’ll want to move. If we articulate 
of these issues, it may I 
some of their knowledge 
of the country.

AWA: Well, I don’t know. I hope it helps 
them. I’m not sure now that by banning we 
have destroyed their influence. There is a 
problem of continuity and involvement. You 
see, some of these banned people arc very ittf- . 
Jucntinl, very Intelligent, very rich. They 
have easy ways of infusing their ideas and 
Influence to the system in some obtrusive way 
without letting you know they are doing this 
or that but, they manage to slip ir 
and there. It’ll be foolish not to realise that 
they can exert some influence or the other 
because they will. They have many ways of 
doing this.

Personally, my view is that it may not be 
altogether bad for them to wield some kind 
of influence. Other things being equal. If they 
stood at the sideline and decided to help in 
a positive manner, they could be a force for 
good provided they can look back on their 
experience and provide warning to those who 
are actors. Say look, in the past, we did so 
and so, and it hurt the country. Now, 
I think you should move in a slightly different 
way so as to preserve or ensure sustainable 
growth of the country politically and econom­
ically. If they can come to look at this matter 
this way, then they can become very useful 

they have a lot of influence.
ver, this is difficult in the country.

ectivc partici- „ _ ( 
I of participa- yOU 
>ation where not
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liven out. The 
; hard to ma

may s 
get wl

far. 
t the

weed j 
AWA.- ’I 
thesei 
had I 
And 1 heli 
put*'- 
operat 
basis.

of them 
jus basis.

Federal Government?
AWA: There is none at all.
TSM: And NEC?
AWA: There is none at all. I don’t want to 
meet them one way or the other. Let’s see 
how far they’ll go.

that drivi 
no telling 
since they’

is all about. What is this controversy 
about the open ballot system? What is 
your view, t 
AWA: Well, 
it should be 
not provide I 
illiterate — 
pressive. 
the i 
they 
the i leaders of the 

from all parts i 
ally, Nigeria ’ 
have to talk about 

you want to talk about 
serves some 

, I think 
pointment of 
of ensuring i 
sections of tl

k ing force from government, there bl 
ig what will happen. So, my view b, 
y’re doing it, wait, cross our fingen 

and wait.
TSM: People are saving l 
to them is much. That 
has spent a lot of money 
both parties.
XWA.- If you’re giving them too much money, 
that’s part of the guided democracy . Thiti 
part of the problem we have.

v—■ see, we’re merely 
amble may pay off

< the moneygiven\ 
the government

• already on

anyway.
, I don’t know why they decided 
e open ballot. The law itself docs 
! for that. And the argument that 

e people will find it easier, is not im- 
t. These Illiterate people had voted in 

past with the secret ballot. Why can’t 
y vote now. So, I don't quite understand 
reason for making that sort of change, 

which in any case is illegal. If the idea is 
okay, rush through a decree to permit this, 
I think you’re hurting the system, being too 
clever by half. I don’t support it. 
TSM: If you were the SEC Chairman.
still, what would you have done? If the y

, . „---------- Federal Government wanted open bal- point
from there in lot? p

*t go far. AWA.- It is not easy to talk about that. Nobody
what the knows where the idea came from. But NEC' 

docs not formulate policies. So, I don’t know 
if there is anything the NEC chairman can 
do about it.
TSM: But people are holding him re­
sponsible. He is being attacked left, 
right and centre?
AWA.- Well, why not? If the idea came from 
him. But if it is imposed on him, then, people 
should direct their attack to where it came 
from. That'll be my view.

T5.W.- But bow would you have handled 
it if you were Nwosti?
AWA.- (laughs very heartily) Well, I 
don’t know. It is not a fair question. It 
is very dillicult. But 1 guess, I would have 
advised that it is illegal. I probably would 

ly stand very much known. Just 
at. I’m not a rubber stamp. No- 

t one.
to the Transition prog- 
do you have to say.
ust been given N57O i

have made my -• 
leave it at that. > 
body should be 

TSM. Let's go to the Transition prog­
ramme. What do you have to say. The 
parties have Just been given N570 mil­
lion to share. How is that for a start? _

d AWA.- The government is now directly pa- ^’^the South.
5. tronising the parties. This is what Is normally TSM: What is your relationship with the 

referred to as guided democracy. I suppose ~ “
it has worked in some places. Whether it 
would work in Nigeria, I don’t know. But 
even in the places where it has worked, to 
some extent, it has been of temporary nature 
because, in the meantime you may suppress 
a number of forces in order to get where you 
think you’re going. But when you withdraw
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i politician. Why?
The banned politicians hud worked at ; 

e problems for some time. Many nfthpm 
been operating on ethno-rellgioi 

lieve that inspltc of the facade we’re 
itting on, those coming in now are still 
jerating from that basis; ethno-religious 

Because of some curious reason, we 
seem to shy away from the need to rely on 
ideology. I do not understand why, but that 
seems to me to be the prevailing attitude. 
Ideology is suspect, ideology is inimical. I do 
not know of any country in the world which 
docs not seem to be operating on some ideolog­
ical basis. Not even in the USA. Because in 
the American system it is strictest capitalism 
which is now ideology. So, if you say you’re 
sh.ving away from ideology then the alterna­
tive Is to rely on these cleavage reaching 
values, like the ethno-religious basis. This is 
what we arc doing.

We push people away from embracing 
some ideology but in that same act, we push 
them into the act of embracing something 
which is deprecating in its influence. Its In­
fluence is more centrifugal than an ideology 
could be. So, these are the main things which 
worry me. But essentially, as far as attitudes 
arc concerned there is no essential difference 

"tician. Both 
jious basis. 
:-lng pushed 
a sin to em- 

But those who

You s 
gambling here and the gar 
or it may not pay off. 
TSM: Considering what y ou've said so 
far, about your removal and power 
seeming to belong to a section of the 
country, do you think a Southerner. I 
don't want to say an Jgboman can ever 
become the President of Nigeria. 
AWA: Yes. I think so. And I believe ver) 
strongly in it. If the parties are properly or­
ganised, the leaders of the parties themselves 
will see the need to rotate the Presidency. 
And this is not any novel idea at all. Evenio 
the USA, there is some rotation which nobod) 
talks about but it is there. This period, some­
body comes North East, North West and 
East. It is necessary. You move it around. 
And it becomes a matter of habit for the 

' ’ : parties to think of candidates 
; of the country. I think eventu- 
will come to this. You don’t 

zoning in that manner. If 
,____ -hcut it, well maybe it
• purpose. Even though person- 
; zoning militates against the ap- 
jf people on merit. But the Idea 
that people are picked from all 

the country Is involved in zoning. 
And to the extent that it is so, it is a good 
thing but it cannot solve the problem.

You have to educate leaders of the political 
parties to the extent that they know that it 
is part of the essence of good politics to pick 
their presidential candidates from within 
every part of the country. This is the type of 
democracy I’m talking about. Democratize 
the societv so that those who are in politics 
will see readily the need for engaging in this 
kind of action’. The need to behave in such a 
way that they’ll give satisfaction to ever) 
ethnic group, to every section of the country. 
The need to ensure that you bridge the gap 
between the North, West, East and so on. If 
the President comes all the time from the 
North for whatever reason then you’ll not 
instill confidence in the system as far as 
Southern people arc concerned. Therefore, 
if the leaders are properly groomed, they'll 
see the need to pick people from the other 
parts of the country. And I believe there are 
so many people in the North today who them­
selves think it is about time a President came

between the old and the new politi 
arc operating from the cthno-religii

They, the present ones are bcinf 
to imbibe the attitude that it is a s 
brace some kind of ideology.
are behind this do not understand that by­
doing this they are pushing them to embrace 
ethnicity and religion. Where do you go if 
you’re motivated essentially by religion and 
ethnicity? Where do you go f 
terms of nation building? It doesn't

If we should go back to consider w______
traditional African view will be in such social 
matters, then perhaps, we do not need to shy 
away from ideology because I believe that 
in traditional Africa, we went out of our way 
to encourage collectivism and this was long 
before Karl Marx was born. This is what 
we refer to as common alism. You can­
not argue that if you provide a scheme of 
social welfare or engage in some degree of 
collectivism that you’ll destroy incentives. 
No, in'the traditional system, we did not de­
stroy the incentives simply because we en­
couraged people to live.

I In the extended family system, if somebody 
I was well to do. you encouraged those who 
I are not that well-off. The person who was on 
| that level, after that, will still work hard to 
. replenish what he had given out. The person 
|given would also work hard to make sure 
I that someday, they’ll help out. The idea of 
| collectivism does not destroy incentives. This is 
Ithc sort of thing 1 want us to pick up. We’re 
not borrowing this from Europe. It is some- 
thing traditional. It is pure. It is unique. And 

lif developed properly they'll borrow from us. 
I We should have our own thinking. We should 
he dependent on ourselves. There is this ten- 

Idency to copy everything European. Think- 
ling that everything good for them is good for 
us. We should be a little autonomous in our 
thinking.

ESM: Now, you were at NEC. And of 
[■ourse, you know what the constitution
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chieftains indulge in 
internal bickering ...

. the 
ider.

1

s the campai{ 

fl ifck.....
(nrc)

■ Kaduna
■ M party faithfuls gem 

putting up a show of solidarity, 
observers are " ’
unresolved dl 
exists in the 
made up ot tt

n Okv 
cepo Os 
r An’j

I---- Republican
By Kayode Samuel with Yusuph 
Olanlyonu and Sunday OJelabl

iport one of their own 
post The reasoning 

smbly chairman Jus- 
jolu was from the 

lary. Baba Gana 
the far North So 

■chair­
flymen

star and one of the bigwigs in the so- 
a vexed issue

The stated aims of the Western 
caucus include ’fostering the interests 
of the West within the party and de­
signing ways by which the West will 
speak with one voice on national is­
sues that directly concern its political 
interests' But hardly had the group- 
settled down to business than dissent-’ 
ing voices boomed out

First, from the Oyo State wing. 
NRC deputy chairman whose leac 
Olajire Aikulola emerged the caucus 
leader, rose ’to dissociate NRC faith­
fuls in the state from the deliberations 
of the caucus' Behind the deputy­
chairman's dissenting voice is said to 
be an NRC vice-presidential aspirant. 
Ahmed Kusamotu. a brilliant lawyer 
and scion of the Ikirun royal family in

Kusamotu ... "my stand is clear"
Yet the contest had reintroduced and 

reinlorced the issue ot northern 
power brokerage It is once again said to 
be at the root ot the distemper currently 
doing the rounds in the Western NRC 
as the jockeying and jostling for Third 
Republic power move on full steam 

ate in August, a group of of NRC 
leaders from the party's Western 
zone converged at the popular 

Kakanfo Inn in Ibadan, the Oyo State 
capital Counted among those present 
were the partys three national officers 
from the zone — publicity secretary 
Doyin Okupe, ex-officio member 
Onikepo Oshodi and party legal ad­
viser Anyo Olagunju — as well as state 
chairmen and secretaries, alongside 
one representative each from the. 
zone's twelve senatbnal districts The 
group, according to Okupe. a rising

------,-algn train of 
National Repub- 

Convention 
took off from 
yesterday, with 

•ithtuls generally 
inuw ui solidarity, keen 

} hinting at a pocket of 
inferences. This pocket 

i party's Western flank.
______ _ the four Yoruba states — 
Lagos Ogun. Ondo and Oyo

It all started in 1988. from the now 
detunct Constituent Assembly

The decree creating the assembly | 
had provided for an elected deputy | 
chairman to be picked from among 
the constitution makers No sooner 
had the assembly convened than 
members from the western states 
coalesced and reached an under­
standing to supp: 
tor the coveted j 
was simple Asset 
tice Anthony Aniagc 
East while the Secretar 
Kingibe came from th.
why not the West tor the deputy-t 

• manship? the Western assembl
thought

In a shadow election conducted 
then. Olutemi Olutoye, a retired army 
general emerged as the compromise 
choice albeit to much grumbling from 
other contestants

As the haggling and heckling over 
the choice of a Western candidate 
raged on. northern members were ob­
viously not in contention for the post 
Al least not openly or directly An ear­
lier "behind the scene' decision had 
zoned the office to the South Still, the 
northern asemblymen. with their num- 
encal strength, held the key to who 
the Southern winner would be And 
they chose to support Lateel Adegbite. 
a lawyer trom Ogun State who as Sec­
retary-General of the Supreme Coun­
cil tor Islamic Affairs was a close ally H 
ot Ibrahim Dasuki who was later to H 
emerge as the Sultan oi Sokoto The 
Eastern assemblymen also had their 
own lobby for the coveted prize

The sheer amount ol acrimony and 
bad blood generated by the contest 
threatened to scuttle the assembly's 
work nght from its infancy and this in­
formed government's rethink on the 
deputy-chairmanship provision The 
post was quickly scrapped even be­
fore it could be filled

called new Western caucus, came to­
gether with the understanding that the 
party's power-sharing formula should 
not be along the lines of North—South 
but on the basis of the six zones 
created by the party

’We constitute one of the zones.' 
Okupe said, a declaration that is obvi­
ously targeted at dispelling the widely 
held view that since the party's na­
tional chairman emerged from the 
South, the choice of its presidential 
candidate had thereby been nar-

wed to northern aspirants. This is still
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leaders 
wheel of 

; a force These 
voters and 

io not seek

Oyo states have a 
)! incltni 

irogressive' wing i
ling towards 
in Nigerian

the soft- | 
: he en- 8
all ollie-
i Oyo 
ice to

/. he added that 
i situation where

Oyo State The dissenters contended 
that ’no small group has the riaht to. 
claim representation of the West' 
Nor. as they added, should the group 
’have the audacity to claim superior­
ity over other groups in the Nigerian 
nation' The war of words got so hot 
that Aikulola's position's in the Oyo 
State party hierarchy came under 
serious threat, with the opposing camp 
almost engineering his ouster

Speaking to TSM last week, tt 
spoken Aikulola claimed that 
joys ’popular support among 
ers and members of the NRC in 

'■•oparent referent 
□ deputy,’ - 
ge at ’a s 
>ers can prevent the

’anticipating 
score The Ku 
ever said ti 
the vice pre 
is said to ______________
ticket that has his long-time 
associat e and law partner Umaru 
Shinkali a one-time National Security noth 
Organisation (NSO) boss as presiden- I j poll! 
tial candidate The man himseit is not « ™ state 
making any pretensions about it *1 zone a i 
have always made my stand clear on 
the issue of the presidential race within 
the NRC' Kusamotu told TSM

But whatever ambitions the 

unstuck, and their undoing may__
necessarily be due solely to the 'in­
house tilt Rather the intervening 
variable could come in the form of the 
Northern power brokers

First, with Tom Ikimi. a Bendelite 
emerging as national chairman at the 
July Abuja national convention, some 
Northern politicians have concluded 
that the presidential ticket of the NRC 
has automatically been zoned to the 
North Okipe will have none of that 
‘We are operating on zones and Ben­
del State is not in the Western zone 
We do not see Ikimi s chairmanship

obstructing any westerner's aspiration 
to the presidency' he declared, ad­
ding cryptically, ‘we rely strongly on 
the Integrity of our party members to 
keep to agreements'

If the ’Southern chairmanship issue 
threatens to become too much of an 
albatross however. Okupe. sounding 
an alternative said ‘we can persuade 
Ikimi and other national officers to re- 
linguish their posts to strengthen our 
bidding' Analysts are howver skepti­
cal as to the feasibility of this ’fall back’ 
option
— nother problem arises from the 

itical tradition of the four
----- aides that make up the Western 

tradition which observers
claim is as potent as ever Lagos. 
Ogun, Ondo and " *-
political history of 

con- the ’pre-receive’ 
tg groups may have could come politics
;k- ?nl ,h!‘r undoin9 maY not Kusamotu hinges his word ol caution 

..................... to the caucus on this score‘That is why
I have told members of the Western 
caucus that we must first win substan­
tial number. of seats m the December 
council elections to give us enough 
leverage in bidding for higher posts'

An NRC leader in Oyo State, the Rev­
erend S T Ola Akande. said to be eye­
ing the presidential ticket, does not ap­
pear to share Kusamotu's womes 
about the party's chances in the 
West ’The NRC can expect that Oyo 

{State will be delivered to it by me', he. 
boasted He however notes that ’it is 
not delivering your state that deter-j

spoke 
joys- 
ers ar 
State' And in api 
the stance of his de 
he took umbrage 
certain membe 
leader from attending a constitutional 
gathering' On his own part. Okupe 
was at pains to debunk allegations 
that the caucus was claiming for the. 
Yorubas a superiority over other 
groups saying that ’we are resolute 
and determined to achieve the set 
goals and we are silently working to­
wards our target'

But in spite of the claim of full support 
made by Okupe and Aikulola, the 
Kusamotu influence looms large and 
dissenting voices abound Analysts penly at issue in the split i
fear that the bubbled political Inflght- question ol what prize the ...
ing may eventu ally burst in the faces K — should bargain for in the Third 
of the rival factions. A deep look, they Republic power game Members of 
say. reveals that the divisions span sev- lhe Western caucus are bent on clinch-
eral issues, including the alleged In9 ^he presidency for the zone and. 
monopolisation of power by party as they claim, there is no question of 
elected officers 'anticipating any failure' on that

Kusamotu's men like Alam Bankole score The Kusamotu group has how- 
(a governorship aspirant in Ogun ©ver said that it is ready to settle for 
State). Layo Adenijl and Samuel the vice presidency In fact. Kusamotu 
Adedoyin argue that ’as much as we ls said to be desirous of running on a 
agree with some of the (caucus's) ob- ticket that has his long-time business 
jectives. like that d promoting the ‘
unity of the West, we disagree with 
their means d achieving them'

And in Kusamotu s words ‘I don I 
know of any system where the statut­
ory leaders are the only 
forgetting that behind the ■ 
democracy there is always < 
forces are the bulk of . 
leaders o'f opinion who de 
elective office but are strong enough 
to keep the wheel moving"

Seeking to pacify the opposition and 
allay the fears that elected officers 
were grabbing all the power, Okupe 
explained that present members d 
the caucus deliberately decided to 
exclude some party topnotchers ‘be­
cause d their known aspirations'

‘We do not want to be seen as prom­
oting the interests d certain aspirants 
against others', he explained To 
which Aikulola added ‘We have just 
started, when we get our feet firmly 
on the ground, we will include all NRC 

|leaders in the West'
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Part of Kusamotu's caution could 
have been informed by the rumoured 
declining fortunes of his northern flank

Shinkafi. his political-cum-business as­
sociate is widely rumoured as having fal­
len out of favour with an influential 
traditional ruler from his power base. 
With the influence the royal father al­
legedly exerts on the party, the tall out

■
Okupe... toe Presidency, no less 
mines being a presidential candi­
date ' Akande also scoffs at sugges­
tions that the NRC is in the pocket of 
the so-called Sokoto caliphate saying 
that ’It's not true. I don't know how that 
impression came about"

followed with that of several other 
party leaders like Usman Alhaji (the 
party's scribe). Lerna Jubnl. Umaru 
Shinkafi (both presidential aspirants). 
Ibrahim Mantu. Maxwell Ahmadi. 
Ahmed Kusamotu. Audu Naaudu and 
several others was highly laced with 
the determination of an NRC govern­
ment *to change the nation's economic 
prospect for the better'

Definitely, as Doyin Okupe. party 
publicity secretary and master of 
ceremony said. Kaduna will definitely 
wait for some time before witnessing 
another rally of the same intensity

But in Lagos where the SDP. riding 
symbolically on five white horses set 
the spacious Tafawa Balewa Square 
ablaze with political speeches and 
promises, it was a day the former 
prime minister would have loved to 
rise from the grave and make one or 
two comments on the new political ar­
rangement

From the Oba of Lagos, Adeyinka 
Kingibe ...no horsing around

By Yusuph Olaniyonu
ewbreed politicians
the Social Democratic Pai 

K-' (SDP) and the National 
publican Convention (NRC) yes 
day went back to the root of the 
lion's politics They invoked the 
of the country's first prime minlste., 
Abubakar Tafawa-Balewa and the 
first premier of the Northern Region. 
Ahmadu Bello as they commenced 
their political campaigns for the De­
cember local government elections in 
Lagos and Kaduna respectively

With a promise of war against po 
erty and oppression, NRC party chit 
tains at various levels bombarded 
Ahmadu Bello Stadium to curry the 
support of the people of the strategi­
cally placed town of Kaduna Robed 
in white Agbada signifying the sym­
bolic white colour of the NRC flag, Tom 
Ikimi. the party's national chairman 
exphasised the party's resolve to 
eradicate poverty through creation of 
more wealth His speech which was

Oyekan's palace where the SDP party 
chieftains paid a roy< ' 
day Lagos was satur 
sages of how the SDP 
various levels will rid t. 
ease, poverty, exploi 
and oppression Ba 
led the party's campaign train which 
included the new convert. Tokunbo 
Awolowo-Dosunmu, Mohammed Ar- 
zika. Muniru Baruwa. Sarah Jubril, 
Alexis Anielo and Ojo Maduekwe, 
was bubbling as he set the tone for 
what he termed 'the party's resolve to 
capture the 5.572 councillorship and 
453 chairmanship seats in the local, 
council election'

Saturday definitely, as a j 
stalwart said, is a "birthday. 
Third Republic' as the deafer 
generated by the campaigns was re­
verberated through the length and 
breadth of the country — from 
Calabar to Sokoto, from Ibadan to 
Maiduguri

Ikimi... the eagle perches

may Become Kusamotus Achille s 
heel Kusamotu however dismissed 
this claim, insisting that Shinkafl's trad­
itional position as Marafan Sokoto and 
his marriage into the Sokoto ruling 
house cannot allow for any major dis­
agreement with the royal father Re­
ports late in the week suggest that the 
traditional ruler has asked other con-, 
tenders to step down for Shinkafi

But just in case the rumoured gulf 
between Shinkati and the traditional 
ruler widens irreparably, a powerful 
lobby is on to clinch the royal support 
for Lerna Jubril another northern 
presiaential hopeful If this happens, 
the book makers say. chubby Doyin 
Okupe, for now a least expected 
choice, could just emerge as the vice 
presidential running mate
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illllon). He beat 100 other contestants, process 
mong them, are Dr Nelson Mandela, nortant*

munity
last few’
taken plac
tween East

ved or have at least come closer to a 
resolution The United Nations is be- 
~------- •------ lay the role which was
-dgmally planned for it in the interna­
tional community, covered by law *

Not or 
to which 
so « 
sibl

) in Moscow summoned him 
terrogation.- to defend his 

reform package which has 
f caused severe hard. 
>ut in recent times has 

protest.

toncal and cultural dividing llr 
award is to honour Gorbaches 
many and decisive contributions to 
these changes.' she concluded.

As if reading the minds of many Rus­
sians. Anderson said she expected the 
award to be criticised, ‘but that would 
only be normal' And as if reading the 
minds of other people in the world, 
she conceded that the award re­
flected in part the warmer relationst-'- 
between the US and USSR, adding I 
the committee awarded the prize 
Gorbachev for his international role, 
and did not necessarily cc 
present conditions inside

nwhile the world applauds the 
award, with torrents of congratulatory 
messages from eminent personalities.

Embattled at home;
honoured abroad. Such 

is the fate of Mikhail
Gorbachevt the sociable is slowing down and we see a definite 

socialist who has now and P°s‘,lve process in the direction socialist WOO oas non ol conllo| and disarmament Sev- 
WOll the Nobel Petice eral regional conflicts have been sol-

Prize for bis noble
deeds sunning to pla 
caecrco originally planr

Gorbachev stepped out of the har- tional community, covered by law' 
rowing Parliamentary interrogation Not only that ’The peace process. 
right into the news. to which Gorbachev has contributed

Foreign journalists swarmed on him so significantly to open up new pos- 
for instant response, but he was seep- sibilities for the world to solve its prob­

it ' tical ’No. it can't be. you people are lems across ideological, religious, his-

By Mackson Onyejekwe

llty-nlne-year-old Mikhail 
Sergeyevich Gorbachev, 
the Soviet President, is 
making history, changing 
history and now, repairing 
fractured history Some 

love and adore him. others fear and 
suspect him In his country, on Monday 
October 15.11 a m Nigerian time, the 
Chamber of Deputies, (the Soviet Par­

liament) *'--------
for ’inte 
economic 
not only caused severe hardship in 
Russia but in recent times has gener­
ated widespread protest, rioting, 
arson and mayhem, as essential com­
modities vanish from stalls and the 

(queue of frustrated Russians 
lengthens Reports said Gorbachev 
came out of the parliament, wearing 
a sobre face and looking embattled. 

On the same day. same time and 
hour in far away Oslo Norway. Gor­
bachev was being announced a 
Nobel Peace prize winner, with ac­
colades. more like a universal prince 
By 1 00 p m.. the oft-repeated media 
broadcasts from Europe had spread 
the news the world over, that Gor- 

(bachev has won the 1990 Nobel Prize, 
(with a cash reward of S700.000 (N5.6

(among them.
ANC Deputy-President. Vaclav Havel 

(President of Czechoslovakia. Li Chen, a 
(Chinese student activist crushed by a 
military tank m Beijing

yr. - w
Qorby: gets prize for peace while Russia boils 

joking,’ he said coyly, smiling and 
walking away When by the evening 
he heard the news relayed, he was short 
of words Again journalists pressed 
him for response, he spoke ’Honestly 
I don't know what to tell you It's not 
my prize but a reward for perestroika 
and all those who believe and support 
it in Russia and all over the world Il's 
difficult to find words at such a mo­
ment I'm very touched'

Gldske Anderson, leader of the five- 
member Norwegian Nobel commit­
tee said Gorbachev was selected be­
cause of ’his leading role in the peace 

ocess which today characterises im- 
t part of the international com- 
’ According to her. ’during the 

' years, dramatic changes have 
place in the relationship be- 
<-^st and West. Confrontation
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Kohl: promises to help Gorby 
dered what he meant Now the'1 
know, and many do not find it f«» 

efore Gorbachev took on the 
domestic scene in 1988, he 
addressed international 
First, the Cold War. which

jressions of past re- 
jt Union

all avc 
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ago. 
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cultural and military: 
let Union. These chant 

some

>wer in March 
peres- 

jlasnost 
for the 
plan- 

lomic, 
systems in 
iges have 

Russian 
jues and fundamentalists who 

ifully brand Gorbachev a 
protege who has com-

1 Russia s enviable stature as 
jwer alongside America that 
f as world police Hence these 

es have resulted in bloody in­
ions in Armenia. Azevbaijan 

>arts of the Soviet Union To 
masses, used to subsidised 

z competi- 
' has been 
scarcity, of

have caused so 
joradic violent protests in Russia. 

)my into momentary 
r and prompted some ambiti- 
let republics to declare their 

endence. as in the case of the 
republics — Lithuania. Latvia 

Estonia — thus putting Soviet 
to test, these reforms have 

ertheless endeared Gorbachev to 
Western countries, and immense 

financial, technical and material support! 
have been promised him by the 
United States and the European 
Economic Community (EEC), in sup­
port of perestroika and glasnost Hel­
mut Kohl, chancellor of united Ger­
many. has also personally promised 
to give Gorbachev every support re­
quired at any time, to make his current 
policies succeed

Undisputably. the Nobel Peace Prize 
would place greater sense of respon­
sibility and commitment on Gor­
bachev But with or without the Nobel, 
uneasy would lie any head, such as 
Gorbachev's, which tries to carry 

. away the ideological-induced stag­
nation, and transgr ' * "
gimes. in the Soviet

community.-especially - Warsaw Pact 
member-states of his detachment from 

/oidable conflicts and intra-state 
____ Gorbachev watched with folded
arms as the Communist regimes in 
Czechoslovakia and Romania. East 
Germany and Hungary crumbled 
under the people's demand for multi­
party democracy

A couple of months ago, Gor­
bachev, by concessionary diplomatic 
negotiations, collaborated with Hel­
mut Kohl for the unification of West and 
East Germany, with the NATO Gor­
bachev also envisages the total disin­
tegration of NATO and Warsaw Pact 
security alliances. Gorbachev has said 
both alliances are now moribund, 
given their original mandates, in the 
face of current rapproachment be­
tween the East and the West

Though his political and economic 
reforms have caused so much

thrown the econoi 
disarray 
ous Sovlc 
indepei 
Baltic r 
and Es 
might 
never" 
the V

issues    
reached its zenith in the 50s and 60s 
’Hostilities among nations, threaten 
world peace and stability and retard 
progress.' he bellowed across to the 
United States, from Moscdw Cynics 
called it politics But before pouted.lips 
eased. Gorbachev had coaxed 
Reagan into a change of tact Cold 
War ended Next, the arms race Gor­
bachev called it a ’barbaric pastime.' 
and through series of meetings, 
negotiations and concessions. 
America and the Soviet Union signed a 
motley of arms reduction treaties, one 
of which in 1987 completely effaced 
a whole generation of nuclear 
weapons

Instantly, in contra distinction to 
Brezhnev's doctrine of limited inde­
pendence of the Soviet satellite states. 
Gorbachev announced absolute in­
dependence for the East European 
states to enable them decide their 
domestic and foreign policy objec­
tives and have absolute responsibility 
for their sovereignty

dy drive for democratisa- 
itfully skinned the Com- 

party of its supreme power and 
/ed it on the state and the 

jple Last year he caused a demo- 
tically elected parliament to be in- 

Likewise. he began the 
privatisation and commercialisation 

date-owned enterprises, which con­
stituted the bulk of the Soviet economy

It is also remarkable that Gor­
bachev has not reneged on any of his 
earlier statements and initiatives Last 
February, he had hastened the end of 
the 10-year war of attrition in Af­
ghanistan by withdrawing Soviet 
troops This followed his earlier policy 
statement to slash Soviet armed forces 
by half a million between 1989-1990.

__ A —
Bush ■ award for East—West relations 
including distinguished Russians, the 
Soviet populace and the generality of 
the masses are indifferent to the 
award. Most of them are rather vexed 
Agency reports say they have con­
tinued to ask and repeat one odd 
question, "will the award change 
things, or make our miserable lives 
better?’

When he came to j 
1985, Gorbachev int 
trnika (restructuring) 
(openness) as his catch 
massive structural chai 
ned for the entire politic 
social ci"  
the Sovif 
cost the blood of 
ideologue 
reproachf 
Western 
promised 
world poi 
sees itself < 
changes 
surrectlo 
and other pc 
the Russian r 
existence, the change to a coi 
live, free market economy ' 
excruciating, with abject sc 
even bread, a common food Item

Gobachev had tacitly warned his 
country-men in 1986 when he an- In his steady 
nounced his intention to change the ,lon- he ,act*' 
entire political and economic props munistp 
ot Soviet Union, laid by the founding bestowc 
fathers, as enunciated by Vladimir Pe°I 
Ilych Lenin, 73 years old The political cra,i 
system and the decision-making pro- stltuted 
cesses were anachronistic. Gor- Prlv<
bachev told his countrymen, the o( st< 
economic models were unrealistic, 
unrewarding and not dynamic, he 
added ’If you are willing to let me 
take charge of the affairs of this great 
Union,* he said to over 279 million 
Soviets, ’We shall need so much re­
structuring (perestroika') and make our 
nation much more open (glasnost) to 
the outside world. And these would not 
be totally a sweet and easy exercise.' 
he concluded. Most of the Soviets won-
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is still a klutz!
By Mubo Okosun

he major hurdle for work­
ing women in the 90s is 
how to enlist their men as 
permanent members of 
their kitchen cabinets. As 
more women pluck plum 

jobs off corporate trees, put in Iona

__________________
He is all thumbs in tin 
kitchen, snoozes awa 

on the sofa, while bis tiij 
slaves to death. But womet 

noir flashing the red card.
hours, work over time, travel out on 
business, structural adjustment prog­
ramme is also needed in their homes.

Or else, we are going to have bumt­
out women, over-worked souls, bleary 
- eyed wives and frazzled women 
breaking loose in the next few years 
Despite the lact that some men enjoy 
the exploits of their wives outside the 
homes, they still expect them to per­
form their 'wifely' roles after work.

According to TSM investigations, 
some urban housewives slug at their 
desks tor eight hours, while another 
eight hours is spent on household 
chores. Forget about sophistication or 
business acumen, at the end of every 
working day unwashed dishes, un­
made beds, soiled clothes and hungry
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late to start changing the guys in our 
lives. Unless you want to bend dried 
fish which will scatter into smithereens 
m your hands
fiVleanwhile you can work on the 
young ones Raise your kids differently: 
Share out chores evenly between your 
kids Teach your boys how to cook and 
let them assist in the kitchen. Don't al- 

zays let them oit to play tootball when 
lere are chores in the home They 
lay grow up thinking that they are 
lod's gift to women

your partner for help: Il ’ 
four teet from morning till 
iot ask your husband to 

conveniently shop 
take clothes to 
pick kids from scho. 
bathe the kids while ’ 
Relax: You are no suj 
don't you 
change Or brir- 
packs Learn to 
their Dads so that • 
lul hour at the sc 
them before yo 
also not hurt thei

around 
have a 

Iplng your 
zantage of 

y and take you 
longer respect

woman who trained in Eng- 
| ’E i land in the seventies told us 
Li Li how she practised equality 

with her husband when they were stu­
dents. It came naturally to us. she re­
called ‘Whoever got home first would 
start preparing the evening meals, 
would letch lhe kids and bathe them 
Then there was no division of labour 
Immediately we got to Nigeria my 
husbands friends and relations 
started to tease him So he slopped 
helping me in the kitchen' Although, 
she said, her husband still assists in sort­
ing out his dirty clothes and shopping 
for bulky food items

Another woman landed a dream 
)ob at a merchant bank in Lagos. The 
job entailed commuting early to 
work and returning late Her husband 
too worked in that part of town, so 
she assumed that they would com­
mute together Meanwhile, her two 
toddlers were enrolled at a reputable 
daycare centre paid for by her.

As a pioneer member of the bank 
she was required to work longer than 
she envisaged So her husband left her 
behind on most days of the week.
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you are on 
11 night why 
pitch in. He 

itly shop after work. 
> the dry cleaners and 

nek kids from school. He can also 
you're cooking.
iperwoman Why 

eat canned foods for a 
■ bring home take-away 
— to leave the kids with 

it you can have a bliss­
salon. He'll not drown 

zou come back. It will 
________ em to eat baked beans 
on toast once in a while. 
Don't clean up: Although yoi 
to shiny cookers, clean floors, if 
hubby is holding court in the kit 
let him be Remember, it's a whole 
new territory to him Don't criticise him. 
Let him play by his own rules Re­
member to eat up everything (even if 
it's burnt, not done, strong). Who knows

i cooking and reduce 
re Your kids may also

y it 1 s •
children have to be contended with.

What we found out was that women 
are still neckdeep in these jobs, while 
their guys snooze away happily on 
sofas. A good number of husbands still 
see housework as solely women's 
work, some even say it's a pnce 
women have to pay by working out­
side their homes

Al a recent workshop on ‘30 years 
of Nigerian women' in Lagos, Yomi 
Lewis, ex-Superwoman Editor and 
lately a businesswoman-presented the 
new thinking among professional 
women According to her, the era of 
superwoman is over. The woman that 
works am to pm on housework, goes 
to work, then returns to more house­
work. She said it is high time men in­
volved themselves in their homes, 
since housemaids disappear without 
notice and there are fewer cousins left 
behind to act as helps II is only natural 
that men become house husbands as 
they are known in other parts of the 
world, she suggested

Al the mention of house husbands, 
the men in the audience squirmed un­
controllably Ain't no way they are 
going to be bogged down by running 
noses, dirty dishes, vitamin pills and 
shopping. One of such men told TSM 
that. ‘My mother also traded outside 
the home, but she was always 
to lake care of us Why do I 
wife at home If you start help*- 
wife, she'll start to take advc 
you. She'll become lazy 
for granted. She’ll no 1c 
you.*

Lateefa Okunnu — a strong woman 
When she gets home every night, she 
has to start picking up alter members 
of her family Draw a bath for the kids 
Cook dinner Dustthebedrooms Fetch 
water. Wash clothes And prepare to­
morrow's lunch Her husband would 
merely sit in his favourite chair and 
watch his video

By the time she finished cleaning up 
her hubby must have fallen asleep 
Consequently, affairs of the heart were 
neglected Moreso. as she felt anger 
instead of love when she looked at her 
husband After two months of this ‘in­
sane' arrangement she handed in her 
resignation and returned to her old 
job On a lesser pay. Closer home and 
with less hours of commuting A 
semblance of normalcy has returned 
to that family But the wife still resents 
being forced to abort her dream of 
breaking into the boardroom

In lhe words of Lola Fani-Kayode. 
women and men don't respect each 
other s strengths and weaknesses. In­
stead of trying to play up your part­
ner's strengths, there is a lot of anger 
and bitterness between the sexes. 
Especially among couples who have 
travelled out. are better educated, 
have seen a bit of the world, and know 
that the present arrangement is 
stacked against women

According to Fani-Kayode since it is 
women that bring forth all kids into 
the world, it is only natural that they 
teach their siblings early ehough to ____
respect both men and women They he might take up < 
should be taught new values that will your hours in then 
carry them through lhe '90s take alter him

As a forty-year-old >
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Mike Okri’s 
second conning
Omoge man Mike Okn is 

rhumba At least, the title of hi 
was chastened Rhumba dance, 
launched by Ken Caleb-Olumhe 
nor of Niteshift Club in Lagos

Tony Okoroji, PMAN's President rep 
resented his organisation, while Phil 
Osagie, Quadrant's CEO claps excitedly

for his ‘presidential’ legs 
>t all. his salary would be nestl- 
his account throughout his te- 

, Jice. Lucky lad.
jests included Alex Akinyele, 
Information, Yemi Ogunbiy

Anybody who was anybody attended 

Abiola's bash for Sanni Zorro, President of 
Nigeria Union of Journalists (NUJ) Euen. 
Sheraton Hotel venue of the dinner party 
experienced an unusual ‘go-slow’ as those 
who could only be desenbed as the nation‘s 
Who’s who staged a mini motor and fash­
ion fair. The cars and clothes on display 
could put Labanella and Ibirogba to shame.

Abiola was enveloped by a benevolent 
streak when he doubled Zorro's salary, 
upped his entertainment allowance and

publisher of 
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n a load of 
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‘BORN-agams’
go gay

he right
way far

parents to
say NO

As the fads and 
fancies of modernity 
assume dizzying 
heights, ‘bom-agains’ 
abandon penitence 
for flamboyance.

jaln' has been 
[ the changing

womenfolk The Okotie...snappy dresser
consctonable orthodoxy The Inevita­
ble wind of change is taking its toll on 
religion The consequences are far- 
reaching. but the most common place 
is that the wavy line that hitherto sepa • c

i Yohanna Kure — Minister of Culture 
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of time. But If you become consistent, 
it won't take many days for your child 
to fall into a natural bedtime routine'.
• For TV problems, restrict your child 
to one or two shows a day that you 
find acceptable But don't just say, *you 
can't watch TV. •Instead, offer an alter- 

____ native, such as playing with toys, rtd- 
it going to ing a bike or reading a story 
doing this. Culled from National Enquirer.

rated the grain from the husk has woml 
thin and in some cases dissipated Into 
thin air. The ’bom-agr'-' K“n‘ 
caught in the web of 
face of the times.

Any wonder then that the religious 
sects in our university campuses are 
wearing a new look? Christ's Chapel 
of the University of Lagos is a comfort­
able worshipping place for these new- 
look ■bom-agains'.

At this Chapel, one is constantly con­
fronted with ladies roguishly dressed 
in tight-fitting jeans and sporting out­
rageous hair-dos.

Ghandi my dialectician friend was 
recently infuriated at this brazen dis­
play of charlatanism and decided to 
join Issues with a top member of the 
sect The ‘born-again' was unrepen- 
tant about this trend Like Lorine 
Okotie, she was of the opinion that the 
children of God can take to any form 
of dressing. It no longer mattered that 
appearance is an index of the inner 

[i sell. The debate is taking shape but is 
J yet to be neatly packaged But 

Ghandi, like most others, was quick to 
remind this lady of a ■born-again’ that 
the worship of God is the worship of 
the Absolute and since the Absolute 
does not change, those who worship 

i him should be able to withstand the 
quicksand of a debilitating change

i

By Amanzo Obi ■

. ~2he world has gone awash with the 
| trendy, the fashionable and the 
J sensational. These are the 

stock-in-trade ol fops and the blue 
stockings of society The life style ol 
these 20th century Jones and Jonesses 
consists for the most part in exquisite 
hair-dos. flashy designer wears and 
painted lips for the wom_.„~lk 7..« 
penitent born-again' abstained from 
this rat-race which was for him weird, 
wayward and therefore reprehensi­
ble

But this was during those days of un-

; f ) any parents have trouble 
' saying NO to preschoolers, but 

11 '■ - you can lay down the law — 
without raising a fuss — by following 
a few simple tips, says an expert 

Here's what you should do.
o Be consistent. Don't give in alter say­
ing NO or the child will learn that NO 
really means ’Maybe, not right now* 
or ’Push me a little bit more and you 
might get what you want'.
o Always try to have an alternative for 
the child. For example, if your child 
wants a cookie before dinner and 
keeps pestering you. realize that chil­
dren need to eat more frequently than 
adults. So instead ol saying a flat NO. 
offer a choice of either a few crackers 
or a small piece ol fruit that won't spoil 
his or her appetite.
o For bedtime, have a consistent 
routine that allows your child time to 
v/ind down before going to sleep For 
instance, after dinner, have the child 

. take a bath, put pagamas on, clib into 
I bed, listen to a few stories and then 
1 go to sleep.

■We've found that if parents are con­
sistent with a routine, the children 
won't put up a fuss about going tc 
bed' "It you haven't been c__ ____

-you may have a fuss for a short period
■•ago 22
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and heads of go,\ 
bers The council 
Decree 27 ot 1990

‘‘Behind c - 

one's ignorance.

— Oscar Wilde

“v\fE grow small trying to be great."
___________ — E Stanley Jones
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ever be moral."
— Mahatma Gandhi

“Ambition is the last refuge of fail­

ure.”

or

‘People generally quarrel because 
they cannot a-que "

— Voltaire

i As

. those 
..iut»e trim move."

— Arabian proverb 
to which men cling 
in the privileges of

_____
[overnment are mem- “

1 Is established under

A GIRL is innocence playing in the 

mud, Beauty standing on its head, and 
motherhood dragging a doll by the foot."

— Allan Beck

“All mankind is divided into three 
classes: those that are Immovable, 
that are movable, and those that mo

THERE is nothing t

more tenaciously that 
class."

— Leonaird Sidney Woolf

“Cleverness is not wisdom."

— Euripides

every argument is some- 
nce. ”

— Louis D Brandeis

To speak kindly does not hurt the 

tongue"lay Is Anthony 
)1U, Jurist. Officer ot

CoMMON 'sense IS very uncom­

mon. "
ponce post in eastern *

O 68 on Monde
Nnaemezle Antagolu, junsi. Mincer wi 
the Order of the Federal Republic 
(OFR). Commander of the Order of the 
Niger (CON), former Justice of the Su­
preme Court of Nigeria, and Chair­
man, constituent Assembly 1988-89.
O 56 on Monday as well is Dr. 
Jonathan Chukwuemeka Okafor. 
forest conservator and member, Inter- 

........................ . He is 
title of

national Horticultural Society, 
also a holder of the traditional 
Ezike Nnabuenyi
O 68 also on Monday is Atanda 
Fatayi-Williams. jurist. Commander of 
the Order of the’ Federal Republic 

said (CON). Chairman, legal practitioners 
! <ii privileges committee, and life 
ra member. Body of Benchers. Nigerian

Bar Association
O 51 still on Monday is Ademola 
Olureml Atanda. agriculturist, ad­
ministrator. and member. National 
Council tor Agriculture. He Ts also an 
executive member of the Genetics So- 
ciety ot Bntain and a holder ot the 
traditional title ot the Eketa Oba of 
Iwo
O 62 on Wednesday is Most Reyerend 
David Eyo Ekpedem, clergyman. Na­
tional chaplain and leader,’National 
Pilgrimages to Rome. Jerusalem and 
Lourdes. He is the authorxif the book 
The church in the era of Cultural Revival. 
O 59 on Thursday Is Aklnold Apara, 
Jurist and author of the books The law 
is torus al land Introductiontp legal prac-

It is a common Phenomenon that just 

the prettiest girls find it so difficult to get 
a man.”
n i — Heinrich Heine
/ NEVER know how to worship until I 

knew how to love."
— Henry Ward Beecher

L-OVE built on beauty, soon as beauty 

dies."
— John Donne

I HE only good in pretending is the 
fun we get out of fooling ourselves that 
we fool somebody." 
u.,. —Booth Tarkinc

WORRY is interest paid on troL 
before it is due."

— William Ralph Igne

“OlDER men declare war. But is the 

youth that must fight and die "
— Herbert Horner

“FaINT heart never won fair lady."

— Miguel de Cervantes 

“CoWARDS can neve

The law segregating 
public places In South Africa. Presi­
ded De Klerk said other legislations un­
derpinning apartheid will, be 
abolished next year.
f.'OfC Bythe National Drug Law 

Enforcement Agency (NDLEA). a law 
seeking to deport to Nigeria for pro­
secution all non-Nigerlans using Nige­
rian passports convicted ot drug .traf­
ficking offences. NDLEA Chairman. 
Fidelis Oyakhilome said this in an in­
terview in Washington.
DE By the government ot

President Ellas Hrawl ot Lebanon the 
green line that has long s 
Lebanese capital into mosk
Christian sectors. The move was in a 
bid to re-unify Beirut which has re­
mained divided since the outbreak ot 
the Civil War.
Lu A police post in Eastern

Algeria by unemployed , “ .
youths who also stoned a government 
building were protesting the way new 
jobs were being distributed.

).An 11-year-old girl-patient in 
a London Hospitall British police are 
hunting for the rapist who entered the 
children's ward of a South London 
Hospital.

In Burkina Faso a constitution 
denying legitimacy to regimes which lake 
power through coups. The draft docu­
ment which' is awaiting president 
Blaise Compaore's approval was iron­
ically submitted to him on the eve of 
the third anniversary of the coup d'etat 
which brought him to power.
LREC’L Three statues ot President 

Saddam Hussein of Iraq in Kuwait < 
A Kuwaiti refugee Fatima Hussein s 
the statues represented ’ the Iraqi 
leader in military uniform, traditional 
Arab dress and Western-style suit
HELL; Former deputy Press Secretary 

to lhe governor of Niger State Mallam 
Nuhu Yarwa for allegedly abusing the 
governor's name to facilitate the allo­
cation of 300 tonnes of cement from 
the Ashaka Cement Company to him­
self. .
SAC1T; By the federal government 

two controversial dons of the Obafemi 
Awolowo University. He He, Professor 
Omotoye Olorode. and Dr ■ Idowu 
Awopetu. The dons who were re­
leased from a four-month detention on 
August 1, were retired for Intellectual 
radicalism
LEGAL." The new council of states 

under the transition programme. The 
council'has president Ibrahim Bqbdn- 
gida as its chairman, while the vice 
president and all former presidents



of slimming

Llght
- qui 
shou

not to be lured 
d pizza par- 
>cut calories. 
I tempt you

md nibbles you need then 
ir own. An understanding host 

be sympathetic, so go

u

from the 
re or two' 
and then

M — Men: Wives have Io watch th® 
waistlines for them. It’s a hard task try­
ing to convince them that salads can 
be fun. and that it's really riot neces­
sary to have potatoes with every meal' '

N — Nuts: Keep away t 
peanuts at parties, ’just one 
will soon turn into handfuls c 
turn into extra pounds.

O — Octopus: Yes Octopus: Il's ven 
low in calories, only 20 per ounce. The 
difficult part is catching one. Seriously 
look out for Octopus or squid in your 
more exotic fishmongers and expen- 
ment with the fabulous greek dishes 
that include them

P—Parties: A slimmer's nightmare! It 
you don't think they'll have the lowcal 
drinks and nibbles you need tb.cr. 
lake your ‘ * '4ir,<,hnd
will always 
ahead.
Q — Quality: We must learn to eat 
less meat. It's very high in fat — make 
sure the little you do eat is the very 
best quality
R — Rabbll:Don't be put oil W 
thoughts of watership down type bun­
nies This is a delicious light meat simi­
lar to chicken and only 35 calories an 
ounce.
Culled from SI im Magazine.

To bo Continued

[SHI

goes only 25 
i that's pretty 
erfection wlth- 
ice thinly then

Junk Food: Try 
amburger joints and 

lours while you're trying to c. 
The aroma alone could t 
from the narrow path, the only answer 
is to run past very quickly

K — Kidneys: As meat ( 
calories per ounce, and 
low. To cook these to per 
out being too dry, first slic

_____________ __________ , 
seal-them quickly by dry trying Ina 
non stick pan. Add a can of tomatoes 
some chopped onion a few herbs and 
some seasoning Simmer for about 15 
minutes and you have a delicious low 
cal meal.
L — Love: The best way we know ol 
losing weight is to fall in love — try 11 
soonl Watch out though it's marriage 
that puts on the weight, all those lovely 
home cooked meals.

Nutty and nice
H — Herbs: We can’t go on about 
them too much Why not nip along to 
your local health food shop and sam­
ple some of the more unusual kinds.

I — Iced Tea: A refreshing drink on a 
hot day especially in Summer when 
the craving for high cal fizzy drinks is 
at its strongest. Make a nice tall glass 
of tea add chunks of ice. some lemon 
slices and sprigs of mint It's very re­
freshing and from a distance looks like 
an exotic drink.-

°n>V S calories an 
™ a meal In llsell. 
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Stay - well
By Shegun Olonl

E

1Say no to snacks
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>ved tre- 
illustration 

habits have 
.Ing may re-

only one piece, even the 
needs more dietry prote 
both physical and mental developr 
Girls too. who want to lose weight, 
out other food items and eat only m 
not realizing that meat with fa. . 
many i 
or oth*

* he 
malnourished 

executive

■ :.1

"t

ting tables it is custom 
father with 4 or 5 pieces

Now a growing army as 
people snack on their 
Jobs, instead of eating 

proper meals.

of meat while the growing child has. 
—,------- ----- though the child

tein to augment 
' ’ ' ’ tsment.

u*. cut 
ly meat

_a ___ ____ fat has 
■' more calories than bread, nee 
her carbohydrate — containing 

food Because of the changing nature’ 
of the society, many people now eat 
more meals outside their homes 
Mostly, junk foods An average student

often as 
freshly coc 
prepai 
ural t< 
served Boiling 
are better al« 
possible
c. Eat just what is enough for one per-' 
son and not for two even when pre­
gnant
d. Three properly spaced out meals is 
a much better alternative to an 
enormous meal in the afternoon' This 
would help prevent ulcer Also try not 
to leave the stomach completely 
empty at any particular time
Shegun Oloni is a medical practitioner in 
Lagos.

-
would probably consume bread, but- 
ter and jam with tea in the morning, 
a meat pie and a coke in the after­
noon and probably a packet of bis­
cuits, cake and another bottle of coke. 
An analysis of this shows that the only 
protein lor the day was probably the 
’meat' in the meat pie which is usually 
just an empty pastry case anyway. 
Sodium is usually high in processed 
canned foods and is thus injested in 
excess leading to illnesses such as high 
blood pressure.

The following recommendations 
are essential for a healthier eating
a. Balanced diets should be eaten on 
a daily basis. Especially adequate fib­
ers and vitamins containing foods 
such as fruits and vegetables
b. Snacks and canned food should as 

possible be replaced by
joked foods. Foods should be 

ired in such a way that their nat- 
tastes and nutrients are pre- 

ing. baking, and steaming 
ilternatives to frying when

ames Ayena, a 40 yea 
bank executive, report* 
the hospital with a 2 
history of upper stomach 
pain. The pain, which he 
described as peppery in 

character often came when he was 
hungry The pain was however re­
lieved by eating, or drinking milk As 
a bank executive with a very tight bus­
iness schedule, there was little or no 
time Io eat a proper meal

Alter a lew medical tests were car­
ried out in the clinic, the doctor told 
him he had a duodenal ulcer James 
was given some antacids, anti­
cholinergic and sedative drugs and 
was told Io avoid spicy foods, and al­

cohol His symptoms improi 
mendously alter this This ilh 
shows the extent eating h 
on health Improper feedir 
suit m malnutrition

Malnutrition is the lack ot necessary 
or proper food substances in the body 
or the improper absorption and distri­
bution of them

Among the poor malnutrition 
could be related to under-nutrition but 
among the elite or the affluent in the 
society malnutrition could be overnut- 
ntlon or improper selection of foods

Overnutntion in the form of the in­
take ol too much food could lead to 
Obesity (body weight 20—30% over 
the normal average weight lor a per­
son's age. and height) This health 
problem may even cause diabetes 
Lack of adequate exercise even with 
a normal diet may also be a cause oi 
obesity Excess fat intake is often re­
flected in an overweight problem Pre 
ference for a high meal intake which 
also contains a lot of fat could contrib­
ute to the aforementioned health 
hazard This problem is especially 
common among the elite who believe 
that the more protein you eat. the bet 
ter it is tor one's health

To meet the body's daily require­
ments for protein, only between 55— 
65g ol meat is necessary it is a com­
mon practice among the elite to con­
sume as much as 250g of meat, at 
lunch time Specific examples are 
executives who spend their lunch time 
eating ‘one naira eba with twenty 
naira meat'

At most dim 
ary to see the 1.
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But many c.

By Dan Onwukwe

ages ot 60 and above will increase

call for a social security m the country

Pape 26

M.K.O. Abiola ... workers deserve . 
a fair deal________ ______-

Can Nigeria < d
q social si y

scheme?
Vbirtyyears after independence • rscftfl

for a social Ke.fare.scbeMgB
■ ' 65g '
'll Cl ('CPS. :

jney
iee,‘ dates back to 1980 when the Nigerian 

Labour Congress (NLC) presented the 
•■workers charter of demands' to the 
Shehu Shagarl administration. In the 
charter, the NLC urged the govern­
ment Io make recommendation lor 
the establishment of a social security 
system tn the country. TSM gathered

he members ot Okoro's 
family ot Oguta in Imo State 
will hardly forget the event 
of March 30.1986 “ ’.» 
day. it seemed, the whole lion 

world came crashing on 
them. Their son. Samuel 39. had a good 
news from his work place tn Lagos. He 
has just been promoted as a man­
ager at the Nigerian Telecommunica­
tions Limited (N1TEL) The home 
people must hear this and celebrate 
with me', he seemed to have said And 
happily he left lor home But the good 
news was soon to turn sour A tew 
kilometres to his village, his car som- 
mersaulted onto a cemetery And the 
man died leaving the family in deep 
sorrow He was the bread winner' ot 
the entire family a

Collecting his gratuity from govern- be recognisea 
ment was an interminable agony for labour employe 
the family Processing of the vital docu- did have some i 
ments al the National Provident Fund 
rNPF) in Lagos took so long and cost 
the family so much in money and 
pnerav And when the money came 

SSMXX.".™
reuremen: in Nigeria had since inde­
pendence become a nightmare lor 
many a Nigenan worker Manyn 
them sutler unimaginable mdlgnitir 
Tny'njychSogtcaMraurna where

gratuities and pensions exist as in the 
public sector, the amount of mor 
paid hardly goes any where in me 
ing the problems on the ground.

The essence of all these problems, 
many believe, willfind an enduring 
solution m a social secunly scheme tor 
the worker. The Nigenan Union ot Pen­
sioners at its National Executive Coun­
cil meeting tn Sokoto last November 
drew attention to this problem laced 
by retirees. That's one. At a seminar in 
Lagos recently, attention was drawn 
to the need ■ for a social security 
scheme for the workers An arrange- 

> ment in which the unemployed, re- 
i ttrees and invalid workers are entitled 

- —1 Io a basic means of livelihood, whether 
16 Ji was the they have worked or not It is a prolec- 

'.iwii against adverse economic 
hardships.

Over the years; workers of various 
---------- . societies have sought solution to the 

uncertainties of old age. unemploy­
ment and sudden death One work­
able solution was found when working 
men formed mutual benefit societies 
Through these organisations re­
sources were pooled and benefits 
were paid to thembers who were un­
able to work, either due to lack of job 
opportunities, sickness or old age And 
in case(sj'bt death, payments were 
also made to their families, next of kins 
or dependants. With time, it came to 
be recognised that both private 

>yers and government 
did have' some responsibility to play, 
particularly towards protecting their 
retired workers from destitution

This new4hinking was further rein­
forced by the-awareness that it's sheer 
exploitation to make use of the worker 
at his prime and dump him

The growing concern for the agt 
and the uncertainties of the futu 
does not apply to the industrialized 
nations alone. Recent UN research in 

of Nigeria shows that those between the 
—-----„....ies ages of 60 and above will increase 15
lower income times by, the year 2.000. However, the
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form 
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am 
sec- 
>ver 
that’

In thB workers' wages. It O' 

can't talk ol economic prog™ uld be 
out social security The;^‘|'“com- 
combined*, though short wenare 
mending a comprehensive 
scheme, govt., he Q( lts 
think about the retirement 
aged and those going on

TSM Investigations show fe
.can countries such as M Grossna- 
public and Zaire with far Mirierta are 
tional product (GNP) lha^, . welfare 

SSssgS' Benin republic N200 and MaU

organisation or company" 

will it be part of the g

Allison Ayida on the economy
This foreign domination, he said, 

may equally be occasioned by one of 
SAP's major planks, the attraction of 
foreign capital Although foreign in­
vestment capital is often said to be , 
supportive of local development ef­
fort. Ayida wondered how really 
beneficial It Is in view of the unwhole-: 
some practices and questionable cre­
dentials of some foreign investors. For 
instance, he disclosed, some foreign 
Investors who are now pulling out of 
the country dispose of their shares in 
’off-shore deals' behind the back of 
their Nigerian partners, and often 
without the approval of appropriate 
authorities like the Ministry of Finance, 
Even so. he said, the new foreign 
partners in some cases come with no­
thing useful in terms of management 
and technical know-how. In the end 
therefore, the nation gains very little 
while laying its land bare tor foreig­
ners.

Issues like this, Ayida urged should 
m part of the unfinished business' 
ich a National Conference ought 

to resolve before the final transition 
to civil rule in 1992. 

owned NPF Some of the participants’ 
like MKO Abiola and Paschal Bafyau 
believe the NPF as it is currently consti­
tuted cannot effectively handle the 
new scheme. It Is not difficult to see 
the reasons. The NPF established in 
1961 to provide economic protection 
to contributors in old age have come 
under severe criticisms lately. These 
range from the fund's alleged slow 
pace of work, financial mismanage­
ment and subservience to political 
pressures.

The finance of the fund bears 
this out With about 2.6 million regis­
tered members, only 600.000 paid 
their N96 annual premium in 1988. 
And with high inflationary rate and 
inadequate interest rates, will the N96 
from each contributor be enough to es­
tablish such a big capital intensive 
programme? It's a question that senti­
ment is bound to rise

Nonetheless, it's a scheme which 
many see as an answer to their 
prayers. And only government, it 
seems certain now can finally resolve 
the knotty problem arising.

saspssswssc-r-l_____rssrs

he recommendallon was made 
m recommendation notwlthstand

w the important question is •??„

These are questions that at course 
illdl divergent view points. PasrhX 
Bctyan. President ol the NLCsays them 
is no doubt that the country can , 
loniitsaldhe the truth ts that Nlaertr, 
is still rich as ever Our Petroleum ro 
sources he argues is still high S18—20 
on the average (and) our non-oil 
ports are also impressive*, he said 
What the country needs, says Batvan 
is prudent management of its re­
sources. Present economic hardshios 
the NIC boss said has made it neces­
sary for government to intervene on 
behalf of the workers. *To leave them
10 their fate*, he argues ’can no more 
meet the standards of civilised con 
dud*, stressing that the United States 
government did exactly the same 
thing during the great depression and 
Europe after the second world war

MKO Abiola. the Concord Press 
1 helmsman was handy to lend support 
1 Io Bayfau's call for a social security 

scheme. As one of the largest private 
employers. Abiola calls for a scheme 
where the employer will be obliged 
to contribute in proportion to the

| number of employees. Nigeria's cul­
tural environment. Abiola noted has 
made it necessary for people to be 
their ’brothers keepers', stressing 
further that Nigeria needs a com­
prehensive welfare scheme Ablola's 
views apparently, were informed by 
what obtains in efficient liberal 
economies like Japan where until 3 
years ago. the government provided 
virtually every welfare need of its citi­
zens

Il was a proposal which Batyau does 
not fancy because of our national 
peculiarities. Said Batyau ’1 
not proposing a universal social 
urity programme which will cover 
everybody what I'm saying is th«. 
we've to first accept the idea of social 
secunty for all our citizens as a first 
step in line with our national 
peculiarities and resources and im­
plement those aspects we can carry'
11 was obviously a departure from what 
many workers expected. Said Paschal 
Idowu. representing the Nigeria llfes 
and Pensions Scheme, ’If government 

[does not agree to substantial increase

By Chudl Okoye
n much of its traditional role as 
the currency of a sovereign na­
tion. Nigeria's Naira is fast 
yielding place to the American 
dollar. Such is the situation that 
a widening range of local 

transactions are now unabashedly 
denominated in dollar terms.

This revelation was made last weex in 
Lagos, at the 25th Anniversary Lecture of 
Academy Press Ltd. by Allison Ayida. a 
top brass of the private sector According 
to Ayida. this alarming situation arises 
from ’high' inflationary pressures and 
substantial devaluation of the Nearer 
More worrisome, the former perma­
nent secretary said, is tact that deter­
mining the currency's value is not, as 
supposed, left to market forces, but to 
the preferences of Nigeria's creditors 
laundered through the Centra) 
Bank's so-called Intelligence Net­
work' Arguing that undue promi­
nence has been given to the Naira's 
external parity. Ayida declared: ‘an 
undervalued naira enhances con­
tinued foreign domination of the 
(Nigerian) economy"____________
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business
I — Rufus Giwa,

By Chudl Okoya I Kay ode Samuel

Giiaa.- no big deal

Roll Call ol Billionaires

Company

UACN 
FirstBank 
UBA 
SCOA 
LeverBrothers
NatonalOil
UnwBank 
Total 
Guiness

Turnover 
rrooo

24.176 
163.044 
116.445 
38.094 

248.244 
76995 

152,409 
77,912 

162.185

1,389,241
1.151,494
1.145,800
1,132,103
1.134.064
1,086,928
1,059,418
1,046.785
1.001,894

Profit 
before tax 
rrooo

questions do 
»is. he retorts, 

lestion ol a handlul o! 
ig government 

he announces 
group with other 

cialions like MAN

aood

Continued on Page 31 |
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Is handshake was warm 
and quite eager, but 
somehow it had the feel 
of a steel grip. He was 

' quick to turn on a wel­
coming grin, however, 

a Rambo scowl couldn't have been 
more chilling. And although he spoke 
with a lilt, his voice carried the unmis- 
takeable rasp of authority. When he 
finally sank into his cushy executive 
highback, ready to attend to his over­
whelmed visitors, there was no 
sing why this man sits atop a b 
naira business.

Rufus Giwa is the lopman of one of 
Nigeria's heftiest private business con­
cerns. Lever Brothers of Nigeria. LBN. 
" 1J----- year, when word of

Jrtormance last year 
1 all through, a most 

id became evident: sev- 
nies with pre- 
ilty had hit the

boost sales, in shrewd emphasis anJ 
production preferences which recog-1 
nise constricted consumer purse, and, 
in increasing use ol local raw mater-: 
ials. thereby obviating foreign ex­
change-induced exigency

Plausible as this explanation may 
seem, it does appear to ignore two 
possibly contributory factors, (actors to 
which industry watchers’ascribe a

LBN bOSS, reflects 
on how it feels at the

top of the Billionnaira
mountain.

By mid-span this i 
private sector per 
had nearly silted 
astonishing lac ____________
eral topnotch companies with 
ponderant private equil, .___
billion naira mark in turnover. This his­
toric achievement, matched only by 
klngslze parastatal accounts, was 
made in a year the Nigerian eco­
nomy, as the Manufacturers' Associa­
tion of Nigeria reckons, *was still tn 
trauma'

Giwa's LBN is a member of this exc­
lusive club of billionaires. Even more, 
it appears to hold its own well enough 
in that group's pecking order (see 
fable). A couple of weeks ago. In his 
tasteful office In Lagos. Giwa sat down 
to parley with TSM.

I For all the rave his company's (and 
the others') achievement has caused. 
Rufus Giwa appeared unexcited. As 
he sees it, there is nothing particularly 
special about a billion naira turnover. 
'It is just that a billion naira is a land- 

jmark; (that's why) people have been 
talking about it.' Nonetheless, he goes 

Ion to tell TSM how such a feat was
□ wrought
I The present achievement, Giwa 
says, is merely a moment in a long- 

_begun process of growth. That pro­
cess, which he says had set his com­
pany's fortunes on upward trend in I 
previous years, consists in heavy in- I 1 
-estment in human resources, in tacit I 
acceptance of lower profit margins to | 
=xgo 28

Still, certain questions linger With 
the current spate of mergers and ac­
quisitions. aren't we moving to a situa 
tion where control of the economy will 
be in the hands of a few mega com­
panies, as in South Korea India and 
elsewhere’ *1 think mergers and ac­
quisitions are good for a growing eco­
nomy.' was Giwa's unequivocal re­
sponse

For good reason, it appears For in 
1985 LBN lockea Lipton in an em­
brace of merger Three years later it 
enfolded CPL m another bout oi 
merger But Giwa says it's all in good 
spirit. •Combinations of capability'he 
declares, ‘help rescue weak com-

.vuiing the striking performance of bil­
lionaire companies last year, obser­
vers have pointed to their operational 
maturity which, they say, can only be 
gained from long years of existence 
In addition, they claim that almost ail 
of these companies have a fund ol ex­
ternal infrastructures to which they 
can always fall back This is a refer­
ence, not Just to the substantial foreign 
interest In nearly all of these com­
panies, but even more tellingly, to the 
'heavy' component of externally- 
sourced machinery at the disposal ol 
these companies.

These observations, cynical though 
they seem, raise a number of issues Is 
the high command of Nigeria's pn 
vale sector dominated by companies 
governed by external impulses? And 
if this is given, how does it impact on 
the output of government's economic 
policy?

For Rufus Giwa, these < 
not begin to arise There 
absolutely no quectior “ 
companies hijackinj 
policy. ‘What we do,' 
*is that together as a g 
companies and associ. 
and NACCIMA. we make our own 
contribution to government on impor­
tant economic issues . Anything that is 
not in the overall interest is of no value

1 because government policy is not sup- 
___ I posed to service the interest of Just one 

company'
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The wise choice in banking 
1 UNITED BANK FOR AFRICA LIMITED^ 
J Head Office 9?/l05 Broad Street P O Bo» 2406 Lagos Nigeria Tet 667410 667510

Cable Mindobank Telen Mibank 21241 21885 21486 21692 8 22897 UBACEl 21580 
BRANCHES THROUGHOUT NIGERIA

, ..i order to transform and 
enhance the quality of life of Nigerian women. 

That’s why UBA is the wise choice in banking 
for Nigerian women. Join them.

an account today with UBA ...

WISE WOMEN KEHtf ©M yBA
Nigerian women have come a long way in the Rural Wo socio-economic development of the nation. —• . men» in

And they have found a reliable and dependable
friend in UBA.
UBA provides innovative schemes such as the OnWomen’s Forum and the Credit Scheme for PGn
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The NDr 
ference tv 
and mlsre] 
the i 
tlve

. 'is a 
NDE, 

reigns su-

■ 1
Chuku Wachuku______------

business

Press NDE boss fire of
to douse.ilion fraud

fane* to me 
welcomed I

inference by express^
appreciation of the NkSJ*5 agenS5

Creation Programme • ^DE^Job 
He however regrets thn

Ucation on the activities of tSS®nt 
in a weekly newspap W Cq 
lagged a departure from?/®** 
constructive reports. Th® J*® hitherto

a panel of auditors thatD?c?veredbv 
account from 1987 to i9«g NDE's 
the National Open Arws* especiallv 
Scheme (NOAS) and the L^ntlceshlp 
Works (SPW) programme u ?1Publlc 
tween 6 and 25 per cenyhere be- 
tralnees and SPW particlnn Of N°AS 
Io be ghost workers, with th are said 
dais filling their deep DoJJ® S’ate oU1- 
ghost workers' allowances Wh the

iXSX-KsS
teues What does big business cS&S 
a realistic exchange rate lor the 
Naira? Alter tossing and turning 
around the question, the LBN boss 
ends up wllh the guarded inexactitude or 
an involved actor -it Is a question ol 
the kind ol economic policies a coun- 
try is pursuing.*

However, on the question ol capital 
flight. Giwa is more forthcoming.Re­
ports have it that in recent time a 
number of foreign investors have 
pulled out on account mainly of
THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE. OCTOBER 26 1990

enterprise, t 
nomy and 
Hance*.

He says that what actually 
place was a simple, internal ] 

„ ramme audit aimed at
legation [UC

w v implementation in the

2>E boss said he called the con- 
to correct the inaccuracies, 
^presentations contained in 

report This, he added, is impera- 
• ‘considering the strategic impor­

tance of NDE in the framework of the 
structural adjustment programme of 
the present military administration 
with particular emphasis on the de­
velopment of private initiative, and 

strengthening of the eco-
1 the development of self re-'

ByzikOksfor ,

«aPPeared — -No
nnlovment (NDP\ E)frF,rv4riler-

. took 
i, internal prog- 
at narrowing the 
objective as for- 
lartersand their 

______ ..3 field. This self­
appraisal exercise, in his words, 
commitment on the part of the 1 
to ensure that accountability n 
preme in aU its operations'

The NOAS and SPW programmes, 
according to the director-general, are 
very dynamic and this was why the 
first phase of the directorate s work 
was targetted at these two program- 
mes'Illumlnating the essence of each 

L programme. Wachuku says that the 
f SPW was created to provide tempo 
I rary employment for the participants 
I These participants leave as soon as 
I they obtain permanent jobs To deter- 
I mine the number of people actively 
I involved in the programme and those 
I who have passed through it. the D—G 
J states that there is a serious need for 

taking stock of its participants
Cases of trainees absconding from 

the programme, unilateral expulsion 
of some by trainers and graduation 
of some trainees in the case of NOAS 
caU for periodic stock-taking with a 
view to filling the vacancies created, 
the DG added

Chuku Wachuku expressed his 
awareness of numerous complaints 
nation-wide from people who for one 
reason or the other missed the regis­
tration exercise and says the manage­
ment is looking into the matter

The differences reported in the said 
newspaper report, he believes are 
accounted for by the omitted candi 

’ dates and the unco-operative attitude 
of trainers who delay reports on 
trainees absenteeism The NDE. in his 
words, ‘has introduced monitoring 
procedures to ensure that only 
trainees who are regular in their train­
ing are kept on pay roll*. A personal

audit, according to Wachuku. was re­
cently carried out to ensure that noi 
ghost names are on pay roll. In the 
same vein, the Loans Co-ordinations1 
Branch is being strengthened to en­
sure that beneficiaries repay their 
loans promptly

. me For Giwa, how- 
plummeting re,u oVer substantial 
ever, who Pres'„, wmsell. this should 
foreign investment n a ,ew m. 
not raise hairs 1 elr interests in 
divlduals are sellingmost 
Nigeria does noi _ Qn |h0 conlrarY. 
people are doing toreign-part- 
he ^“^nms are investing more

country ot the tu-

tUAnd when TS/Vf wondered about 
LBN^s place in that future when it tends 
to shun the Nigerian financial market. 
Giwa declared; *we dont need it.
Q: Is it that you generate enough re­
sources from urtthin?
A: Yes We are strong, reliable and re­
silient.

Little wonder then his handshake, 
though instinctively friendly, had the 
feel of a steel grip.__________________
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Ben Nivosa's The mask

hunger for knowledge 
and beauty is 
replicated
in vivid colours

/ shows how the Liberty 
to the festival site has en-a,1°nsrat>y°wer®^alY 

a0,h®re bawls which 
div nive much plea-

nfir,enns<’n’fe smU0S for attention 

Sj&ggss-

artist amply 
Dam close tc 
nched the culture of the people-mak­
ing it a national pastime

If you found the painting a peculiar­
ity in culture, that certainly cannot be 
said of the mask and motifs - another 
of the artist's work. Here, he deliber­
ately sets out to achieve unity in culture 
by 'marrying' the different costumes 
and motifs used in the traditional set­
tings of the north and south A very 
conscious part of the artist's style

, noWisb the
-if (l, t ' r SOCiet^

‘far^'ofoUou-

Nearly everyday in the past two years, 
the young man has taken pains travel­
ling across the country, sometimes by £ 
train. His mission: noting and painting.^ 
the different cultures of the people, i 
And how he sees culture in its proper I 
perspective. Which is why tor the last * 
six days (Oct 16—21). lovers of art and ft 
indeed, admirers of Nigeria's diverse I 
cultural heritage thronged the Didi " 
Museum in Lagos to witness Ben's I 
exhibition of paintings titled Culture in r 
Perspective

The artist's theme draws its inspira­
tion from man and nature with the en­
vironment conditioning his moods 
through a richness of cultural creativ­
ity with the centre court of course, 
being Nigeria's different cultures pre­
sented in an illuminating low relief 
The simplicity of style, says the artist, is 
part of a process toward understand­
ing and appreciation of the different 
cultures in the country. The artist's 
works tell a great deal of the story 
Take Across the manne, Ben's impression 
of the Egun Fishing women in the ancient 
city of Badagry Here, the message is 
lucid and simple It s man and his culture 
richly conditioned by the environment 
thoughts and beliefs. Recalling his ex- 
penence cn Across the manne. J 
Ben said. *what I've found out in my 
journey is that culture is diverse ...what 
may be regarded as a taboo in one 
culture may be a pleasurable pastime 
in another culture and these things 
cannot be erased off. His work. The Ar- 
gungu bears this out It's a journey to | 
the great fishing festival in Sokoto | 
Stale. Making good use of graffiti, the

k artist
breaks 0©©s®
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Strong survival instinct

By Zik Okafor
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Abidjan with 
love
A dance drama that 
must be seen.

how Ben became a 
I year stu- 
Technol- 

>ent more time art ap- 
s essentials to man In 

isy putting 
ng, the 29-

ileymane Koly, the di- 
<up Koteba of Abid/an

3rd
Commander J 

•-ouchis' courtesy 
Centre and Fo

t is not just a dance drama, it 
is an Alncan theatre, a total 
threatre combining music, 
song, dance and mime The 
message is simple, the willing­
ness ol a people to survive in 

spite ol all odds
This is what Soulr;-------

rector ot The Group Koteba

(which is impressionistic) is the way 
he uses colours to create a design and 

I emphasize the formlessness ot the 
I earth. They are not abstract works
They are works you can physically 
identity with. In the Return of the wine 
Upper, blue, yellow and red colours 
are lavishly used to enhance beauty 
as well as tell a story The effect; to 
create unity among the different ethnic 
groups in the country which he tries to 
achieve through the three major col­
ours. Jos around the railway is rather 
very easy Io decipher It is how man 
has been conditioned by his environ- 

i ment and man drawing his inspiration 
I from nature

It s Interesting !
disciple' ol culture As a final 
dent at the Yaba College of' 
ogy. the artist spe ‘ 
preciation and its
fad. while his mates were bus;
their imagination Into paintint
year old artist found it more reward­
ing to travel across the country

Looking at him now it seems the 
man did not alter all derail on his path 
to follow his own vision and his ability 
seems strengthened and Increased . 
by culture Recounts the artist. "All 
through my journey I was able to 
notice all cultures that people in the 
north/south are not very familiar with 
and my experience is that we bring 
out what we have, what have been 
and what will continue to be into per­
spective '

The exhibition (the first solo by the 
artist) ends today But not without mak­
ing its mark which is an exploration 
into the diverse cultural settings in the

I country • and an attempt to re-awa- 
ken cultural revival And like a delect­
able object, the exhibition brought to­
gether cultural revivalists like the Oba 
Akran ot Badagry and the representa­
tives of Sarkln Kudu of Sokoto State.

i Alhaji Muhammadu Maccido

brings to L'Hotel Eko Meridien 
on Saturday 3rd of November 1990 
as he stages 'Commander Jupiter and 
his black Nouchis' courtesy ot French 
Cultural Centre and Fougerolle 
Nigeria Ltd

Using the Bambara tradition as a 
mirrow. Koteba reflects on the tena­
cious will to survive in a modem Afri­
can town life. The protagonist Koffi. 
and his adolescent group sometimes 
called Louts are too proud and arrog­
ant to take just any job that comes their 
way because of their superior 
academic qualification But this same 
qualification also makes their dream 
job and status a mirage as it is not 
good enough.

But there is a strong need to sur­
vive This survival quest dnves Koffi 
and his group to the street where a 
tragic misunderstanding and the fick­
leness of man combine to land Kotfi

in jail
Once out ot jail, his father's failure 

to understand him coupled with his in­
tolerance leaves him once again in 
the street where he teams up with 
Nouchis who baptizes him Jupiter De­
spite their violent language and ges­
ture. this group is saved by its tender 
ness

Billed to take place beside the swim­
ming pool of the five-star hotel. Koteba 
will no doubt ring a memory bell 
whenever dance drama is discussed |
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’To the tube, 
they have 

t episodes 
lode at their
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gist Is for you If you ore shopping for 
a financier for one of those mind-blowing p 
Jeds. Vou see, a smart dude like you

■> has rediscovered fame in 
"Murphy Brown" she Is stm 

. Fome, bucks. hubby 
director) and Chloe ( 

) ore not enough to mo ® 
Inary folks.

►, sen! Itches to moke anotM 
Ing to her. "I mode the biggc* 
y life by waiting so long w st 
........................a younger ago.

illdren “ ' J“'

y for the latest 
or Mazda coupes, 

sr ex-newscoster, now 
correspondent, was sighted on 

sy morn Ing on Adctokunbo Ademola 
orla Island, logos. Clod In red skirt 

k top she looked like a real slz- 
mlng sun that was Just breaking 

patiently for a cab. InsUuv

6TPRDU6T
SoMG ex-lovers manage to stay civil to each 

other long after the fire of their romance has 
smouldered. Not Burt Reynolds and Joan Riv­
ers. They are still at each other's throats, drag­
ging each other down or smearing muck where 
It would hurt the most On a recent episode 
of her talk-show, a guest referred to the grow­
ing popularity of Burt Reynold's show. Joan 
Rivers was livid when she roared, "who cares? 
I don't want to discuss him. let him take his 
toupee (wig) and drop dead."

Reynolds was equally caustic In his reply, 
"I don't like anything about that lady ■ Includ­
ing the fact that she's ollvel She has all the 
sensitivity of a wart Only a wart Is better 
looking!"
Arg you one of Shlna Peters' fans? Have you 

bothered to ask why his American tour slated 
to last 4 weeks is going Into Its sixth week? 
Well, we hasten to say that It’s’not only In 
Nigeria that'&Erfna mania' has become a 
fad. We hear that African - Americans and 
Nigerians in ‘God's own country' are hooked 
to the Afro-Juju music Information reaching 
Stardust say the Nigerian Community In Dal­
las (Texas) hove asked the Afro-juju maestro 
to prolong the tour by at least two weeks. 
And you can guess right what goes 
it 'dollar rain', of course. And with 
dollars raked In so far.

someone else's apartment
Now, these folks ore said to be screaming 

blue murder because the guy who appeared 
disinterested In their project Is now working 
on a similar one. Some name, some concept 
Coincidence? Brainwave? We coll It ; “Og- 
boju." "money yob mon."

Meanwhile, our poor folks ore still looking 
for funds hoping that theirs will come out look­
ing different

Not all NTA stars are Into cars. Not all of 

them compete feverishly 
Daewoo, Mercedes, Volvo a
At least, Joan Odwyer ex-newscaster, now to prolong the tour by at least two weeks, his perusal. He felghed enough Interest In
business correspondent was sighted on And you con guess right what goes with their product for the guys to trust him with
Wednesday morning on AdctokunboAdemola it ‘dollar rain', of course. And with the their original blueprint When they came bod
Rood. Victoria Island, logos. Clad In red skirt dollars raked In so far. the guy con sleep any- at the appointed time, the monc 1—
suit and black top she looked like a real slz- where he likes even In the moon. Iltely told them that he was not
zler. In the morning sun that was Just breaking T Investing In publishing. They left gladly, of-
out she waited patiently for a cab. Instead 1 H1S Is for you if you are shopping for teroll he had been frank with them. They hod
of zooming to work In a racy cor like counter- Q financier for one of those mind-blowing pro- earlier cooled their heels for six months ot
parts. Glad to sec that some girls like them Jocts- Vou see. a smart dude like you was 
simple. Corry on Joan.

HnVG you been tuning in lately?' 
that is. The latest offering Is what I 
togged celebrity delight. The post 
have featured Dr. Kikl and Art Alod> 
dining tables handing out recipes like the 
Ten Commandments. Doyln Osagle-Okogle is 
the hostess; she has now burled her acerbic 
wit and sardonic humour. She is now a chatly 
hostess trying to draw out Information from 
her celebrity guests.

Relax, lipstick, everyone knows It's a differ­
ent ball gome when you are holding the wrong 
end of the boron. But you are handling time 
programme. So keep the Intelligent talk away 
from the table as there ore few people who 
con talk sense while munching.

Wonder why NTA is giving us an overdose i 
of sports. We all look forward to the hours | 
set aside for sports even/ Wednesdays, Sotur-

I days and Sundays. Prime-time (8-9 p.m) on 
I Sundays has never been a sporting on Its 30 
I million viewers we Just thought we should 
formally register our resignation from that 
club. NTA should look elsewhere to moke up 
that figure.

Candicg Bergen 

her new series "I 
desperately unhappy, 
louis Molle (french dli 
year-old daughter) 
her hoppy like ordir 

Bergen 44, still 
baby, occordlr 
mistake of my Ilk ^,.,...3-------- f .
my family. If |‘d started ot a younger ago. 
could have hod the two children I'd despe - 
ately love to hove."

With her packing In million of viewers cv®"* 
weak, Bergen cannot take time off to ha*®

■ baby, find the producers cannot even 
L! In pregnancy Into a character that Is .sl<’n 

brassy and hates kids. Guess you con t 
It olll__________________________
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rccendy conned out of his project Stardust 
heard that these poor souls went to this mil­
lionaire that's been shooting bills straight 
from his hips for financing.

Because they were not on appointment he 
told them to leave all the relevant papers fa 
his perusal. He felghed cnouc‘ 
their product for the guys to t 

original blueprint Whc
,,____id time, the money bag po­

litely told them that he was not Interested In 
ting in publishing. They left gladly, of- 
he had been frank with them. They hod
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Koneh. as JI.

fricai 
coup in 

Marseille
TSM Sporting sifts 
through the Liberian 
castaways and conies 
up with Mohammed 
Koneh, a France-based

By Ochereome Nnanna

Liberian kiddies 
circle

he black kid with hooded 
eyes was aiming a crooked 
smile down at his mate who 
was lying Hat on his back, 
smiling up at the ceiling

Both of them had fez caps 
screwed on at rakish angles on their 
heads Two o! their colleagues stood 
wound, part-taking in a leisurely 
banter

The language they spoke sounded 
like English, but you were not so sure 
because they gargled It around In 
their mouths before emitting It In a last 
tempo You cocked your ears to one 
side and started catching phrases ol 
’he Liberian slang that ricocheted 
wound the room They were talking 
ooiball One ol them the one with a 
'Qenan lather, turned to the oldest 
,Ts°n in their group and said

. , man- so so woman make am 
mu k plaYtn9 football' Amidst the 
NHChlevious chuckle that ensued, the 
°West man protested
Dlnv^1}0, no' Not woman When I 
Ba? n or Fulani FC. we beat Mighty 
Veh)°webe lE (lnvincible Ele’ 

taK^roup so^nded and looked to- 
care e axed- apparently without one 
Were,ln lhe World Strange, lor they 

--- Pg.11 ol the ECOMOG 'casta-
SUNDAY MAGAZINE, OCTOBER 28, 1990
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Liberian footbal- 
flight to take them 
tor a professional

ohammt 
custody 
more likf

(a
ana

..
'"eld am™J. " lore‘9n

He went on 
Senegalese) Mona,a,PPp%s^°ul

■. - . ohammed Koneh. 27. who has
* custody of this group looks 

more like a star footballer than 
a director of Mondial Promotion, an out­
fit that manages some of the t 
names in African soccer basea »»- 
ance

According • 
currently haa» 
under its mat 
the nameswill take ■ 
Youssuot 
Omam Biyik. 
of Italia 90; 
Mendy (Cc 
(Ghana). Op 
rent best pic 
(Liberian).' 
Basile Boli,

ways" ferried to Nigeria in a warship Diallo. ArthurTariT?—— 
only, hve days before. Back home, ley some of th« J4'------ —
most ot the teenagers had lost contact West and Cent! i 99®st d Mol- 
with their parents due to the civil war based in France Alr’can ,rnes in 
They were now on their own. but they Mondial, he save ,Qotban
were in safe hands, looking forward Federation 01 'Mem™.er,s®dM.h.K 
lo something beautllul Associations (n??altonai VUh'he

They were young Liberian lootbal- French Football i |hro.,UolbaU 
lets awaiting a UTA flight to take them ’We are able deratlon lh«
to Marseille. France lor a professional terences ana ™<L?,6rid all L,FF) 
career Sometimes. as O1,,A CQn-

African First
.n dial s African  ------hlch K

Eleven can recc
is that which has to Hrx ' “ws Qccc»r>i J 

aSn^??a9nXS
• an°u-

C°^So“ a
‘we Pror ___
ble tor c’.ut; ; 
players and hr 
per match, whi 
sidered'

> « u

mysell defg£rt'e<^K dl|,|U 1
cer manaS yiocF , ltJk« 7 IM 
due to the eOnd'vtbe1 ™

observers tract of. sOY * e p’%nd J, picri0l' . 
pr°Posals on behalf L|<jy®C0 Tn%rs0o,r5 a 1

■ ■ 'ss&ggs 
relationship loOX>° Qte fair
based Afric th^1 ?Sure they

-SSSbBCS;ng to him. Mondial Promotion 
las 35 African top footballers 

inagement. and some of 
ill take your breath away 

Folana (Cote d'Ivoire) 
(scorer ot the first goal 

?0). Antoine Bell, Roger 
:ameroun) Abedi Pele 
)pong Weah (Africa's cur- 
layer) and William Dupe 
Luc Sanor (Guadeloupe). 
Gerrard Passf. Abdoulaye



Guinea

Job for the boys
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y involves € 
Windhoek

gather 
- victor 
Mighty 

ke out)

boc 
be

r and he'
its depa

jerian pic
soldiers to the hotel, dis- 

guards and herded 
igees to the ship enroute 
n. Sierra Leone

Antoine Bell. Captain of Africa Eleuen
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>ckel money 
ior sides', he

TSM SjJKUff’ltBMjg, 
att your reanasesfl

dependent on 
~ them on with 
a in Marseille, 
for the junior 

■iciz-.n club

/S 7 \ n TSM Sporting, we tell you 
( T J I all you've always wanted to 

know about the popular 
sports, and the not-so-popular ones.

We bring to you the real news be­
hind events and unmask the celeb­
rities (the aspiring, reigning and 
burnt-out ones among them) in that 
deep, witty and conversational prose 
for which TSM is famous

It there is any particular person, 
issue or event you would want us to 
zero in on. write in through -

The Editor. The Sunday Magazine, 2. 
Isijola Street, Ilupeju. PMB 21687. 
Ikeja. Lagos

z'fcs of the time of this chat last 
H Monday), Koneh and his mot- 
U U ley group of teenage foot­

ballers were still refugees They were 
among the bunch regurgitated by a 
Nigerian naval ship on the Apapa 
quays five days earlier As relaxed as 
they looked, they still had that unmis­
takable stamp of the refugee on them, 
even if they were "high class' refugees 
that could pay for a posh hotel room 
for ten days.

The thing is. Koneh came home to 
Liberia in May. this year, and walked 
into a war His mission was to gat 
two junior Liberian players — Vic 
Konwlo, (17 who played for f"; 
Barrolle before war broke out)

and Ayodele Peters, (16, a player of 
Invincible Eleven, a first division side) 
Ayodele's father is a Nigerian

He was still sniffing around like a 
hungry jackal for talented youths 
when the big guns of war started 
booming in Monrovia

"We all decided to stay indoors, 
thinking it was another coup that will 
be over in tour days', he recalled As 
the war intensified, everybody 
scattered in all directions Victor and 
Ayodele later learned that Koneh was 
holed up in a 5-star hotel in the Prince 
Johnson territory The lads, who were 
caught in the Samuel Doe area, took - 
a chance of their lives It took two days good footballers, 
of empty stomach, bullet dodging and- youths I will talk wi 
18-mlle trekking belore they found lake away any national pl< 
themselves in the African Hotel, where *We dont believe in 
Koneh was staying

The airports had been sealed, and 
they were trapped in the theatre of 
war One day, mercurial Prince Yor- 
mie Johnson came around with his 
military bandits and ordered that no- 
>ody should be allowed to make a 
leeline for the ECOMOG rescue ship 

that bobbed on the shores of the Mon­
rovia port "This is a Liberian problem'. 
Johnson was quoted as saying, "every­
body must slay and help us to solve if

Soon after his departure, one Cap­
tain Isa. a Nigerian platoon comman­
der, led 15 scldlo 
armed Johnson's £ 
the refugees to 
Freetown. "

For now. the kids are dej 
Koneh He intends to sign th 
Caen FC Sports Institute ir 
where they will play 
team of the French division one

as Captain and play friendly matches 
with national teams of African coun­
tries We've played Gabon. Came- 
roun. Cote d'Ivoire. Guinea and 
Senegal so far’

Koneh admits that all these countries 
are Francophone, but says, "that is why 
I am happy to be here I will make 
contact with the Nigerian authorities. 
I will like Nigeria to be the first 
Anglophone country to invite the Afri­
can Eleven of France I have talked 
Io your national chief coach (Tunde 
Disu) It It works, we may be here in 
June or December. 1991 to play a 
match, especially if Nigeria qualifies 
for Senegal '92'

For now. Koneh says. Mondial is pre­
paring to help the newly independent 
Stale of Namibia to set up a viable 
football association, a contract which, 
he says, is a voluntary service, be­
cause it only involves expert advice. 
*1 will be in Windhoek by the end of 
this month'

Among friends: Luc Sonor (right) Boger Mendig and Youssouf Fofana

They will earn 1.000 dollars per month 
and enjoy free board, feeding and 
health care When they are big and 
good enough, they will sign formal 
contracts with the senior team That is 
the time Mondial Promotion will begin 
getting their own cut of the cake

"We can t touch their pocv~‘ ——- 
until they can play for senic 
declared

Mohammed Koneh has already 
been to Kano, on the look-out lor good 
intermediate strikers and he is impre­
ssed with his find

"I will be back in November when 
I will visit Bendel I hear Bendel has 
good footballers, especially the 

jtLiS I wdl talk with MFA belore i 
:e away any national player 
"We don't believe in sneaking 

players through the border*
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found hersell finishing behind liny bul­
let, Ajunwa. a cop Look at the statis­
tics. She has attended only two class­
ics — the 4th in which she ran a silly 
time of 12 09 secs, following it up with 
an even sillier time in the 5th classics 
with 12 17 seconds over 100 metres. 
She finished 4lh and 3rd respectively 
in both classics

Her coacn. Ebewelle. had called 
this reporter aside and told him that 
Onyinye Chikezie would beat Ajunwa 
before the year runs out 'The girl has 
a lot of guts, and I train them to do better 
in each race'. Ebewelle disclosed.

At the Nigeria/Mobil Track and 
Field Championships in August.

jirls are feeling on top Chikezie made it a chase to the finish 
i world One of them is when she recovered from a slow start 

bubbling because she has and closed the gap between her and 
just reclaimed her national Ajunwa in the 100 metres final They 
high lump crown, the other finished at an identical time of 114. 

is stomping around happily seconds. Ajunwa was given the gold 
because she has dethroned the reign- medal but many keen eyes saw that 
ing 100 metres Nigerian ladies cham her reign was going to be short-lived 
pion to become the African champion Even though Chikezie is smallish, loo. 
in her very first continental cap she’s got longer legs, and runs like a 

Onyinye Chikezie a Brown hurricane She’s a fantastic finisher 
Ebewelle broughl-up Irom Kano The end came sooner than ex­
State finally defeated Chtoma peeled, because Onyinye clocked a 
Ajunwa. just when it mattered the most time of 11.3 seconds during the Cairo 
— at the just concluded African Athle- Open trials, decisively putting 
tics Open Championships sponsored Ajunwa behind tor the first time ever 
by Mobil International in Cairo She went ahead to confirm her new

Ever since she KU •K*’

, clutch the silver. And now, what next1"] 
• *By the grace of God', she told TSv 

''porting," I will break the African rd 
cord next year, because 1 aim to wr 
an Olympic medal in 1992'

The African record is 11 09 seconds1 
scored by our own Mary Onyali in 
Nairobi in 1987

The other lady who is feeling on top 
of the world is Stella Agbaegbu Being j 
q high jumper, on lop of the world is 
where she should belong, putting it 
metaphorically Agbaegbu broke into 
national limelight when, in January. 
1988, she won the female high jump 
event in the sports festival in Port-Har 
court. Her reign has however, beer, 
chequered because only this year, hl 
tie Nkechf Madubuko came from Wes! 
Germany not only to defeat her. but also 
to raise the national record to a neu 
height of 1.85 metres.

To make matters worse for her. a 
Bible-clutching Ifeanyi Aduba c! 
Anambra State over took Stella dor 
ing the classics, capping it at the track 
field championships with a 1 82 metres 
jump, missing Nkechi's national re 
cord by whiskers

She was taken along to Cairo as a 
sub for Aduba. but. surprises, surprises 
she ended up with the African silver 
medal hanging from her neck, while 
Aduba. who is taller and longer—leg 
ged. won the bronze

I'm happy to be back on top' 
enthused, but her lace darkene 
worry when she glanced at her left] 
knee. 'I’ve had this knee injury 
two years now*. Anytime the inj
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BUEADEEN
For big© softer loaves with richer flavour

I

• Bigger softer loaves with richer flavour
• Better quality loaves with longer shelf life.
Improve the quality of your bread with Masterline Breadeen

RMSTERUNE
The modern baker's choice

I masterline!

Expert bakers know that what goes into the dough helps 
to determine the quality of bread. They know that bakery 
fat can make all the difference to the finished bread. That's 
why modern bakers always choose Masterline Breadeen 
Bakery Fat.
Breadeen is the specially formulated bakery fat that yields
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Enhances the natural flavour 
in your cooking

To prepare delicious heart warming meals your family can't 
resist, you need the right ingredients and New Royco. 
Royco brings but the natural flavour in your^ourite 
dishes evdrytime. And with your kind of special cooking no 
one can resist the temptation.
Cook everyday with Royco and watch your family eat to 
your heart's delight

Another quality product from Lover BroiSl


