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Trustis A Burden

Football: FG
scraps Decree 101

federnl government
yesterdoy vielded (o
the world soccer
govemning body, FIFA, over
the controversial Decree 101
when the Federal Exccutive
Council approved the scrap:
ping of the law which compr-
omised the independence of
the Nigerin Football Asso-
cintion (NFA )
Sports Minister Musa
Mohammied told newsimen at

(the end of Wednesday's
| cabinet meeting in Abujs that

government had upproved a
bill for Decree 101 of 1992 1o
be repealed by the National
Assembly.

“The bill approved by
povernment gives the chair-
man 0f the Nigerin Football
Association (NFA), which
will then be known #s the

1a Football Federation

|(NFF), the power 1o appoimt

the secretary-general of the
associntion. [t also gives the
chatrman executive powers,”

Hy lymaita Umaru Lere,
tnuup .ﬂown .‘..Nm
Mohammed sali.

Under the abolished dec-
ree, the sports ministry would
have appointed 1he secre-
tury-general, who is also the
chief executive officer of
Nigerian foathall, while the
NFA chairman would not
have b-l any executive po-
wers.

“These changes are for
the betterment of Ni m
football wnd they are in
with what FIFA wwn."

FIFA had demanded that
Nigeria reforms the laws
povemning the administration
of the sport by ensuring the
football nssocistion is indep-
endent of government con-
trol.

The government's decis-
fon came on the heels of o
power tussle raging between
the sports ministry and the
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Re- Cerification & Re-issuance of FCT
Certificate of Occupancy made easy at

Intercity Bank Plc

N80

oy of o

d, the Minixter afhwmumiu Africa, Alhaji L
and the Minister of State Works, Athaji Saleh Shehu, during the FEC mecting held at the State House, Abuja ...

awan Gana Guba

Plx- Joe Chraye.

MISSINNG: SHIP
Tribunal dismisses 2 Admirals

0 Rear Admirals who
were found guilty und
onvicted over their

complicity in the ulmppeu
mnce-of the oil tanker, *
African Pride’, were uuu:
rday dismissed Trom the Nig-
erinn Navy by a general court
marshal sitting in Lagos after

From Adelanwa Bamgboye,

Correspordent, !'r:j:m

34 years of service.

The decision is however
subject to confimmation by
supenior authoritics

The dismissed Real Adm-
irls are Rear Admiral Samuel

Doctors’ strike: Corpses
fill-up Abuja mortuary

@ 20,000 deaths 5o far nationwide

oriuaries in gove-
mment hokpitaly in
Abuja no longer

have spaces for corpses as
they are all filled 1o the brim,
8 News Agency of Nigerin
(NAN) investigation has
shiwmn

A NAN correspondent,
who visited mortuarics in the
FCT hospitals st Asckoro
and Maltama districts; Arca
8 in Gorki district, and the
National Hospital, reported
thau all the four were no
lunger receiving compees

Mormulny” alichdanfs at

Asokoro, Maitama and Area
B hospitaly said that they
noticed an increase in the
number of corpses being
brought to the morgues since
Resident Doctors started
their nationwide strike on
December 6, 2004

At the Maitama hospital
martusry, which has the
highest capacity for 30
corpyes, an attendant snid
that the compartment fior 19
corpses had packed up and
that only the one for 1]
corpeel wad funciional He

Canid o Pr ¥

A, Kolawode; the former Flag
Officer Ci ding (FOC)

yed all orders from the Naval
, even the order

Western Naval Command,
and Rear Admirl Francis A
Agbiti, Chief of Training st
the Naval headquarters
whose rank was also reduiced
1 Cammuxdore

However, the third sus-
pect, Rear Admiral Anthonio
Bob-Manuel, was disch-
arged and acquitted on all the
four coant criminal charges
profTered sgainst him

While discharging Rear
Admiral Bob-Manyel, the
tribunal held that no where
was he linked with the
affence of conspimey us the
missing ship remained under
custody at the Western
Naval Cormmand till “h.luly
2004, when he left as the FOC,
west

In the decision of the
tribunal, Bob-Manuel was
discharged on charges of
negligence of duty and diso:
bedience for failure 1o hand
aver the armoatod vessel to the
police

According to Joseph
Ajnyi, the President of (he
tribrinl, Pob. Minuel ohe-

that the trew of the *African
Pride’ be handed over 1o IJ1:
police

The tribunal also exone-
rated him on the charge of
negligence afduty on his fail-

crude ol contents on board
the vessel, saying that part
of the oil was stolen,
some quantity wi
rated during his lenure,

On Rear Admiral Samuel
Kolawole, the tribunal found
him guilty on all the charges,

i Habin Muts Kwaskwass

including conspiracy. The
tribunal noted that Kolawole
conepired with some officinls
from the Russion Embassy
who visited *MT African
Pride” without the permission
of the chief of Naval StafY
{CNS), and that five days
after the visit, the ship got

Ngige, Uba

mising.

Kolawole, whose sent-
ence was dismissal from
service on all the six counts,
was found guilty of alter-
ation of service document.

The tribunal found that
he, Kolawole, altered the
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suspension

diversionary - cnep

e Conferonce of Nig-
erin Political Parties
{CNPP) has conde-

mned Tuesday's suspension
from the Peoples Democratic
Party (PDP) of the Anambra
State Governor, Dr Chris
Nigige, and his estranged go-
dfather, Chris Uba, descri-
bing it as u laughable resol
ubion aimed at papering over
the party's collective mis-
decds

CNPF ulso said the PDPY
directive 10 the Inspector

g General of Police 1o probe

Ngige and Liba confirmed
that the police were doing the
biddings of the party

By Ina Sanusl & Habeeh 1
Pindiga, Political Reporters

The PDP's Naticnal Exec-
utive Commintee (NEC ) in an
emergency meeting in Abuja
on Tuesday suspended the
govemor and his godfliher
from the party, following
allegations that the duo had
confessed to rigging the
Anambra gubematorial poll
In 2003,

In & statement in Abujas
yestorday, signed by its
Secretary. General, Maxi
Olowu, CNPP sishd, "Iy b clear
that by announcing the

Consd, an P J



Tribunal conat from ry 1

original comment “treat™ on
the letter authorising the
Russians’ visit, but was altc-
red to read “tuke note” while
wwalting CNS's directive.
He was also found guilty
|of conduct amounting to
|negligence to take proper
(security of *MT African
| Pride’ as the FOC West dur-
ling the di of the
ship in spite of intelligence
warning that he should not
_allow the Russians® visit.
Kolawole was further
found guilty of the loss of
*MT African Pride’; a prized
' ship propenty of the Federal
Government of Nigeria val-
wed N3OS million, equivilent
10 $2.2 million.
In its decision, the trib-
unal stated that n Tound evi-
|dence of

pects were accepted as being
subject to military laws.

_ The tribunal, before pron- |
ouncing the judgment, noted

that without reliable armed
forees led by Rear Admirals
and Generals, vanous reforms
to tackle cormuption will be a
pipe dream.

According to Joseph Aja-
i, fiocus must be on profiessi-

onalism within the armed | :

forces in all what they do,

“We shall be failing in our |

duty if we just take the

pearance of ‘MT African |
Pride’. No matter how painful |
the judgement, irrespon- |
sibility must have no place in |

our armed forces,™ !mpl:

Ajeyi suid,
Earlier in their plea for |
mercy, |lwyvr! to tllc two
irals had

against
'Rear Admiral Agbiti, but
(added that such evidence
mwlml‘ﬁemw find him
1
The tribunal however
'fnlmd Agbiti guilty on all
.nl.bnr charges and recom-
‘mended his dismissal and
‘reduction to the rank of
Commodore,

According to the trib-
the sentences are (o run
(eoncurrently and subject to
| confirmation from superior
| nuthorities,
The president of the
|tribunal explained that thr-
|ough out the trial, the sus-

‘suspension for 30 days of the
‘two ‘armed robbers’ of the
‘sovereign mandate of Ann-
- mbra people in 2003, the PDP
is engaged in an expensive
joke with the lives and des-
tiny of the people of Anambra
‘State in Lmieululy and

Okwu reulled that Uba
had in July 2003, in the wake
of the abduction of Ngige by
a detachment of policemen,
been suspel from the
PDP, saying
ension was a hoax.

“Till date, we are not
(nware that the suspension
| his been lifted. Rather, since
|then, Chris Uba has grown
| from strength to strength.
| This culminated in his grand
|re-entry ot the PDP national
,:ecrmnn late last year
|during the swearing-in of his
| Anambra State PO chairm-
‘anship mmlnee Mr Ul:lle
| Emordi, in

medum-mm
Justice with mercy,

the duo had less o I.an
months 1o retirement.

The lawyer to Kolawole |
told the court that he |
{Kolawole) had lost his wife |

recently and that he had o
meritorious service for 34
years in the NN, adding that
in the spirit of Xmas and New
Year, the punishment should
be miti;

Similarly, Aghiti's lawyer |
said that it was never possible |

by maortal men to establish
absolute truth, but only
relative truth.

Ngige cond from g 1
do his job, It may be recalled
that the PDP used
the police, including other
security agencies, to mas-
sively rig the 2003 general
elections.

arrest of Mr Chris Uba for
It prosecution.

“We re-state our call on

Chris Ngige to proceed to the

election petition tribunal and

withdraw his defence and

Senate Committee on Infor-
mation, Senator Tawar Umbi
Wada, (PDP/Gombe south),
yesterday said the decision of
the PDP on the protracted An-
ambra erisis wouhd not affect
the resolve of the Senate to
tackle the Imu-.

ined that the

of n subsisting court order,”
|he added.

Flaying the directive to
(investigate the protracted
crisis, said it was unac-
ceptable for a political party
to be controlling the police
boss

“The dircctive by the PDP
tu the Inulpeclm Gieneral of

10 inve-
.lupmth:duna Ngige and
(Uba has finally confirmed
| our previously held view that
{the police are virually Peo-
\ples Democratic Party. It is
totally unacceptable to the
\CNPP that one of the political

He
dncldnnuhwby!hcmon
the matter at its Tuesdny's
National Executive Commitice
meeting would go o long way
i:uul?rinnhg stability into the

ty.

Two committees of the
Senate have so far submitted

f1s on igation into

Fxaily Trvase

The Senate spokesman
further said that, more than
ever before, “the Senate
would us from this year

focus more attention on |

those issues affecting the

corporaie existence of Nig- |
erin as a nation as well as |

work on bills that would enc-

'lf.P.D.P" r

Police Secretariat with mmumumwmm
| ammr.'vzc-mdugadwum Tuesday. Pix: Kennedy Eghonodje.

FG hfts embargo on export grant

I onlheE.\pon x|
me(EEG]“h:
been lifted by the federal gov-

eﬂ’m&n:wumry
mok 1.
m

ourage good g
Senator Wada said that
the nation’s image would

only improve if all the neg- | mdlhltmuy
| cameto

ative truits in the Nigerian

on improvement
cordial relationship between
the National Assembly and
the executive arm, pointing
out that confrontations bet-
ween the two arms of gover-

from the

| uﬂiu of the Minister of State

nment would not sugur well |

for the nation,

*Assuch, we will not fail
in the Senate to tackle those
problems hampering the
good image and good gover-
nance in the country, This is
how the Senate plans to im-
prove on the living stan-
dards of our people this
year,” Wada said.

Co:

were
turned Iu:l ln that he
could not say where they
took them to.

At the Area & hospital
attendant said

, an
that the Tacility was full, but
“we have o way of handling
to him, cor-
immedia-

new corpses’.
Accord
paes are med
tely on arrival and are not

| dlnmdmmymthemnm

He expressed satisfa- |

ction over what he called

the Anambra crisis even
though none of the reports
has been deliberated upon,
The Senate has, before
adjourning for the end of the
car recess, assured that
test report of investigation
carried out will be considered
when it resumes on Tuesday,

purties is ordering the 1G to 12 January 2005.
Football con el from Py 1

NFA board over the swee-

ping changes instituted by Hwnﬂ.ﬂﬁ‘\hwuknd

the minister in both the NFA
secretanal and the board
The minister fired the
NFA management team as
well as droppgd all non-
elected members of NFA

the govemment 1o reverse the
recent sacking of the mana-
gement team and non-clected
rmembers on the board before
tomarraw (Friday) or the

woulily would face mtern-
ational ban,

duct of affairs
in ll|: Senate, adding that it
was due to the relative peace
witnessed since the ince-
ption of the Wabara Jead-
ebip. Hok dohe ok

wMGIIl\I"lI"-‘. the cooling

odour oozing out of the

ME:N also observed that
the mortuary was the only
functional section of the
hospital which had been

By Hambn Muhsmmad,

Reporter (Buvinessi

for Finance, Mrs. Nemdl

Esther Usman, said that ‘the

action is based on the

oval of the Federal

Council (FEC) which consi-

dered the report of the presi-

ses CMM Fgl
who

have caused the latest

Radia al s

could
deve

d that

dential committee set up |
undﬂ the chairmanship of |

secretary to the

nmm of the federat rm&'

ition on un lwiw of Iutu-,

ilﬂll hmntwu 10 manu-

|

Gmm had earlier |

| announced the lulpnnnonl

| in order 1o check abuses, but |

assured that the reintr- |

oduction of the EEG wwldl
be

the hospital would not Bcce-
pt new corpsn. f

{ and
Late last year, Mml

when dwm already in the
E: also said that facilities |
atthe al had been over-
stretched since the strike |
started, as there had been o |
surge in the number of pati- |
ents coming for treatment.
< NM}E&“&TI at the
ational s N0t part
of the strike, on that
they had meim: the
entitlements which foi
the basis for the face-ofT
between the association and

rnment.
Investigations showed

that one reason for the
congestion in mortuaries is
g]ay in removing corp-

Imxur,
t the Asokoro hospital,
the mortuary was under lock

BT,

that it was full.

“If any situation arose |

requiring that we do some
kind of soul searching in the
Senate, we will not shy away

investigate the Anambra
crisis, but the repont of the
committee has not been
considered by the Senate
due to what was described
intricacies.

I_-Jm‘linil.l

It was gath
who came to deposit a cor-
pse on Tuesday was referred
to the mortuary at Area 8
hosle whic! Imi been

Atthe nmnnl Hn-p ital,

gu: C’hi%_!.l!;‘lublt Rﬁll!lﬂal
fMicer, Sudig, confi-
rmed that Lh:y:mrlulry. wh-
ich has for a liithe m-
ore than 20 corpses, was full.
He said that it was not the
first time the hospital ‘was
going through such an
upcﬂcln.: even though the

_ml by Resident

A! the National Hnspiul
NAN leamt that some people
nllmwd 1o remain in

the morgue ulw[am !

o for others whet

who mi
wlr.lu to make use of ’ﬂh

| than one such incentive

E‘EOduwthuﬂwdm

the bmhcis:ies.

incentive scheme llﬂipcd |
by the t 1o prom-
ote JIII'H the non-oil
exports and enhance foreign |
mMﬂmeMM‘

oil sectors.

The alleged abuses by |
some beneficiaries include
failure of some beneficiaries |
1o use the grant for intended
purposes, such as the uj
ding and expansion u}‘g&
tories; failure of some of the
beneficiaries to repatriate |
fml&euﬁln@u earnings, |

and activities of some |
ficiaries who were fraud-
Iendy benefiting from more

Blradomk nu
lmﬂwoftb:l:blnum

mmmmml

S wlnlo,dle-'zum

Resident Doctors Nnnm | phug ll pousibleloopholee’

Dr Jerry Oguzic, had told | |

NAN on Tuesday anl |1°be*w* wlhl!mi

that information from state | they have finally completed

as af last Saturday | mﬂ:m

:huwcd that more than minister of state no- |

20,000 deaths had been reco- | ted that the federal gover-

rded since the strike started. | nment ex| Il ‘all stakeh- |
He said that 6,000 of the | olders of riant sch-

people died as s result of inj-  eme 1o ke terms of

urics sustained in motorace-  the updat ;uldelilm in the

idents that occurred during
the Christmas period.

interest ol a stronger coon-
omy’.



NEWS

pilgerim from lsa lo-

Nas’ death aloss to W/Africa A&

— IBB, Abdulsalami, APLP

wo former mi
heads of state, (kn
cral theahim Badamasi
llnbnllmdl and G:nerni From Lawal Ibrakim,
have | Correspandent (Katsina)
described the death of Alhaji & Allyu Haruna

Wads Nas as not only & na-
nonal tragedy but a serious
Jivss 1o the entire West Afri-
can sub-region.

Speaking briefly (o news-
men ot the deceased's resi-
dence in Funtua shorily after
condoling the familics of the
former minister, General
Babangids said West Africa
Tad Jost & bero who cannot
b eusily replaced.

Cieneral Tbrahim Baban-
il further described Allaji
Waddn Nis as @ greal patriot
thut stands out bold on truth
o matter whose ox ks gored.

“He has groiter coneem
in the ensncipation nt mc

| Correspomdent (Kaduna)

She described the loss as
not only to bis immediate
family, but the north

| dis not know af any-
body right now in this pan of
the country that has the pas-
sion that he had for not only
the downirodden, but for the
idenls upon which the north
has been viewed,” she said.

Also, the Huran Rights
Manitor, 8 Kaduns based
nan-governmental organi-
sation (NGO, has expressed
its contlolence to the family,
fricnds and associates of the
Lste Tiormer minister of special

north and the
people in the country,” he
naie.

He urged Nigerians to
eontinug 10 offer prayers for
thse repose of the soul Alhaji
Wida Nas. The two former
Iheads of stale were accomm-
panied by friends and well-
wishers, including AVM
Hamea Abdullabi, Alhaji
Flabws Freri, Alhagi Saleh Jambo,
among others.

Also, Hajiys Naju'ai
Muharmed, 4 renowned fe-
male political activist who
described Nas as a futher,
said the country had lost
some one 'who throughout
his like tried 1o channel the
democratic process 1o the

right wsy.

dutics. A ding 1o state-
ment made avatlable 1o Duily
frurt in Kaduna, stgned by
Featus Okove, the Exccutive
Diirector of the NGO, the deuth
of Wada Nas at this time of
the pation’s struggle for re-
vivitl was very trigic, sying
it e B pemuined a co-
sufent critic of policies and
practices of the Obasanjo
widminisration,

The statement declared
that Wada Nus had principles
and belioved in the power
and potency of his convic-
tion mod fought doggedly for
iheir actualisation.

T wimmilar tribuute, the Al
Peoples Liberation Party
(APLP) yesterday desenibed
the dicath of Alhayi Wada Nas

Mantu promises hitch free hajj

e Amirul Hajj for the
2005 pilgrimage o
Saudl Arabia, Deputy

Senate President Ibrahim
Muanitu, has promised 1 make
| difference in this year s reli-
gious rites. Speaking o news
men ot the Nagging-of¥ cer-
emany of the sirlift of Niger
State pilgrims in Minna, the
Ammirul hajj said the snneces-
iy deloy and report of lost
[ luggoge experienced in the
past would not be repeated.
He said his committee had
put in place measures to
minimse lhn' general hun!

From Kashim Sule,
Steinger in Minna

Responding, the Gover-
nor of the state, Engineer

Abdul-Kadiri Kure, declared |

that the vecasion was histonc
1 the first akelift from Minna
began duning his administra-
thon.

The state chiel executive
explained that the state gov-
ernmant bad every reison (o
extablish the hajj camp as
service o the people and Al-
mighty Allah.

In his own remarks, the
Chairman of the Niger State

ships
p‘lmmn Alhﬂji Mantu, who
inspected ties at the
Minna Hajj Camp, described
the preparation of the site
government as the best so far.
The Amirul hajj urged
other states 1o emulate Niger
State by establishing similar
first class facilities wt their
camp shies to enhance the
welfare of intending pilgrims
1o the Holy Land.

Traditional Council, the Exsu

Nupe, Alhaji Yahaya Abu- |
bakar,

warned intending pil-
grims o steer clear from bid
practices that will eamn the
oountry bad name

s a great loss to the country.

The nutional Secretary off
the panty, Alhaji A, Shehu
Nafuntua, said Nigeria has
fiovst an honest, principled and
commitied democrat whose
position can hardly bo re-

placed

“His death is a grean loss
10 the country, and the polini-
cal terrain in particulur. Alhaji
Wada s been consiutent in
his thought and beliet: All we
can do is to pray for his soul
to rest in perfect peace,”
Alhaji Nafumiun said

" —

st
A croxs section a)"hrufxmmm chairmen ata n«d«g with President (Huvegun Obasanjo ai the State House, Abufa.. |

yesterday,

f Sokoto State,
| Abubakar Ixa, wiss yesterday
arrested by Saudi secarity
npcmi\uinuudinnfuf"lw
decent dressing”

A NAN gorrespondent
covering the 2005 hajj in Saudi
Arabia reports that Abubakar
wirs whisked away by Saudi
security operatives on his
way to the Mosque in
Medina,

""He dressed rough and
we do not tokerate thiv kind

| of dressing in the Holy

Land,” NAN i

Saudi security arrests

pilgrim over mdecent
dressing

State Hafj) Committee, Allaj
Isa Danbaba, confirmed the
wrrest of the pilgrim and swid
that everything was being
done 1o secure his release.
Danbaba,  however,
warned other intending pil-
grims from the state who are
yet 1o be airlifted to the Holy
Landl to dress decently so o

quoted the police a8 saying.
A member of the Sokoto

1o avoid mol nnd pr-
yest by the Saudi secunity,
**Abubakar's arreat s un-

fortunate. That was why we |
i provided all our pilgrims

with decent uniforms,”

Dranbaba said

Meanwhile, traffic is fist | I
picking up in Medina with |
over 10,000 Nigerian pilgrims
already in the city.

More than 2,000 pilgrims
from Hauchi State had safely
arrived at Meding, the stute’s
Amiral Hajl, Alhaji Umara
Dahiry, wold NAN,

Pix: Joe Oroye,

Court dismisses SSS suit against Damagun, others

High Court sitting
in  Kano has
ismissed the

charges of conspiracy and
abduction proffered agains
one of the directors of
Media  Trust,  Alhaji
Muhammed Bello
Damagun, and two others
by the Stte Security
Service (SSS). In his ruling
yesterday, Justice
Mohammed Sadi Mato

From Jamilah Notu Musa,
Corresponident (Kana)

ranted all the three prayers
sought for by the appli-
cants,

Justice  Mohammed
Mato held that the churges
of conspiracy and abduc-
tion against the apphcants
Alhaji Mubammed Bello
Damagun, Mallam Nazifi
Mohammed Inuwa and

AU council discusses

regional

he Peace and Seci-
rity Council of the
African Union (AL)

will meet in the Gabonese
capital of Libreville on Janu-
ary 10. The meeting is to
discuss the conflicts in Cote
d*lvoire, the Democratic
Republic of Congo and the
wesiern Darfur region of
Sudan, Tele

Ethiopia’s capital of Addis
Ababa, is almed at secking
new solutions 10 help
resume peace and seourity,
and prevent ceasefire
violations in the three
countries.

Al the meeting, Alpha
Oumar Konare, the Chair-
persan of the AL couneil,
mll present a report on the
i the three coun-

: T
day.

The meoting, which was
origmally scheduled for
December 10 last yesr'in

wries while the AU medidtor
and South Afnean President
Thabo Mbeki will repont an
me a'lbuh'ﬂ ‘erisis and

conflicts Jan 10

his mediation offorts

Cote d'Ivoire President
Laurent Ghagho and his
counterpart  from  the |
Democratic Republic of
Congo, Joseph Kabila, have
been lnvited 1o attend the
meeting.

Cote &' Ivoirean officials
however said Ghagbo will
rml attend the mecting and |
“nstend, State Minister of
African Integration
Theodore Mel Eg will be |
there.

Mu'awiys Habayaro under
sections 9 and 273 of the
penal code are herehy dis-
missed. He'said that the at-
torney general of Kano
State had no power and au-
tharity to delegute his con-
stitutional powers in kection
211 (1) to anyone other than
a stall of his dey

The maotion on nofice
also prayed for an order of
court quashing the wo|
charges of conspiracy and
abduction under section 97
and 273 of the penal code.

They also sought for an
order of injunction restrain-
ing the State Security Ser-

within the meaning of sec-
tion 211 (2) of the 1999
Constitution.

Thecourt also restrained
the 858 from harassing, in-
timidating and prosecuting
the applicants on the basis
of the charges which have
been dismissed by the
court.

The jodgement was an-

| chored on the action of the

attomey-general of Kano
State, which issued a legal
fint 1o the Departmient of
the Sute Security Service
empowering it 1o prosecute
the applicants on behalf of
the attormey general
Consequent upon this,
the applicants filed & motion
an notice and declared that
the charges against them
were lantamoeunt to an acl
of prosecution, 3

vice from intimi-
dating or prosecuting the |
applicants on the basis of
the documents filed dated |
18* October, 2004

The judge therefore con- |
sidered the provisions of |
section 211 (2) of the 1999
Constitution as well as sec-
tion 7 af the criminal pro-
cecding code of Kano
State,

He also reviewed the |
submissions of the counsel |
1o the applicant, Ja'afaru
Abbas Ihrubim, and the re-
spondent,  Christopher
Omm, andd held further that
the construction of the con-
stitutional provisions; the
general principles of inter-
pretation of statutes are
propetly applicable, while it
must dlso be given jts natu-
ral and ordinary meaning.



Rights Agenda
EM RA) yesterday
ondemned  the

brutalities meted out to about
 eleven journalists who went
[to cover the National
| | Exgoutive Council (NEC)
- meeting of the ruling Peoples
Dﬂml:l: Party (PDP) in

to cover the PDP meeting
were ordered by Mr.
Lawrence Alobi,
Commissioner of Police
(Operations), to leave the
vicinity of the PDP
Secretarint. The arrival of the
governor of Anambra State
Dr. Chris Ngige and the
rousing ovation he got

o have triggered Mr.
Alobi's anger. He ordered his
men to push the jourmalists
away, thus leading to the
extreme brutalitics on the
journalists, whose *offence’
was that they were carrying
out their duties,

The  policemen,
| supervised by Mr. Alobi,
according  to  MRA

| | By Sulciman Mohammed

descended on the journalists
hitting them with gun buits,
batons, police boots and
horse whips, while Mr. Yekini
Jimoh, an Assistant Inspector
General of Police looked on
from where he was sianding.
Journalists were injured,
some had their cameras
damaged and others lost
personal valuables including
maobile phones.

The Abuja Burean Chiel
of The Punch newspapers,
Mr. Yomi Odunuga and a
correspondent of Nigerian
Tribune newspapers, Segun
Jacob Olatunji were injured
as a result, Other journalists
who suffered the police
brutalities include Gbenga
Abiodun, & phitojournalist
with Daily Independent

newspapers,  Abayomi
Fayese, a photojournalist
with  The  Guardian
newspapers,  Kennedy

F.sbnllndjc ol‘ Dlily Tnm

Paily Triusre

INCWS
MRA condemns police brutality on

Fhursday.

 journalists

eud of the bru'!lllles of

Ihl:rnl'uebnlhwulln I‘ml_\r
carry out their professional
responsibilities without
harassment.”

The MRA called on the
I Cieneral of Police,

of The Punch, Francis Ojoof  contained in it as well as “the
Daily Champi ponsibility and
and Akin Orimolade and nccountability of the
Sunday Adah, both of TELL  government to the people™, it
maguzine. said.

In addition, Innocent “These are in addition 1o
Okafor of ThisDay their duuei of lnfnrm:ns.
newspapers, Monday Emoni
of The Comel newspapers,  their underl. most
and George Edemevughe of  importantly  Nigerians,
Channels Television had their  Journalists cannot carry out
camerns these responsibilities if they

dumaged.

Segun Olawunji of Tnbune
who was severely beaten was
rushed to a hospital by his
colleagues as a result of the

nre constantly at the receiving

serious injuries he sustained | .

from the battery.

MRA in a statement in
Lagos condemned the
arbitrary, inhoman and
unjustifiable attacks on the
Journalists especially under a

supposedly  democratic
government.
“MRA  reminds the

nulion’s security apparatus, |
especially the Nigerian |
Police, that the Constitution |

places  obligations on |
Jnnrnnlmn 1o uphold the
| objectives

New national aviation policy

underway -Yuguda

new national avistion
A;rmh:)l is to be
formulated this year

to regulate lnd:nhlm

He told NAN that the new
policy when completed and
passed into law would
reduce _unnccessary

"Draw |
therefrom, unfike in the past
when we paid higher
premium ..J' drew lower
due to our

Aviation M:nlnrcr Isn
Yuguda hlzﬁ?ld
“A new bill incorporating
the new national policy on
| aviation has been drafted and
presented 1o the Federal
Executive Council (FEC) for
consideration,” he said,
Youguda said that the bill,
which had already received
FEC's approval on Dec. 21,
Tast year, would ameong other
things, codify all national

laws and  domesticate all |
international conventions |

mtified by the country.

He said that the policy
would spell
responsibilitics and powers
of the six aviation agencies,

Authority of

out the |

iwb!hty to codify our civil
aviation luw,"the minister
noled.

i said thut with the
development, Nigeria has
moved closer 1o the
International Civil Aviation
Dzannium:n (ICAD), U5,
Fi

eral Aviation
Administration (FAA) and
TASA Category 1

certification

Yugugs said that it would
ensure  efficiency and
enthance professionalism
the enforcement of safiety and
security, standard practices
and procedures in the
management of the aviation |
industry in the country,

“The new national aviation

policy is curently ut the final |

stages of formulation and
will soon be sent to the
National Assembly for
deliberation and passage,”
he assured.

Thc Lagos state
| st

set up an Ad hoc
| committee made up of
members of the State

executive council lo oversee
its massive road

(FAAN) and the Nige
Civil Aviation Authority

NCAA)

Others are the Nigenan
Airspace  Management
Agency (NAMA), Nigeria
Metcorological Agency
(NIMET) and Nigerian

|College  of  Aviation
Technology (NCAT).

According to him, “the

new civil aviation bill

regulatory Act of the

tagged *90 by 1000 by 2005,
as it apologized 1o road users
for the poor state of the
roads. The State Gi

Mr. Tafa Balogun to
investigate the sets of
bestiality of his men and
punish thise responsible.

It also demanded an
npulogy for the brutalities,

January 6, 2005

pay the w
Mr. Olatunji and compensate
him and other joumalists for
the injurics they sufliered and
damages to their equipment. |

MRA also called on e
police authoritics to -
their men on the tencls

democracy and the rule of
law with a view 1o stemming
this ugly trend that is rearing
its head in their midst.

Gav Samtiny Thrakl of Jiguwa state i y
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‘Toby gives recipe for Opobo
Kingdom development

ivers State Deputy  From Mubammad Ajah
Governor, Sir Gabriel Carrespandent (PHC)
| Toby has said that the - ofth
yof the
pecple.0l. yope kinpum i a bo of Opobo

m:mnuwiumlmll o
achieve set goals.

Sir Toby said
yesterday al ihe

this
first

Lagos begins road repairs

kingdom, King Dandeson
Douglas Jaja ut Jaja'’s Court
m Oipobo.

The deputy governor said
the people had m proud
history which would serve us
o camalyst to the growih

icipated in the kingd

While implonng them 1o
embrace the development for
conscience sake, be lauded
the king and the council of
Alapu for the cultural revival
in the kingdom, noting that
it was a positive development
ihat the people had decide
10 g0 back 1o their proud past
1o assure rebirth in mind and
strength,

He used the opportunity to

According 10 him, il we

F Olumide laiye,| have been charged to >
:um S B‘:'_'[" s | personally monitor their achicve the larget of having
i s o respective local govenment @ blueprint for  socio-
-nl'r?nfm‘:luu M! Rauf ! s A e ey and political
€ effective perft afthe | development and
for Transport, Mr. Muiz ik foroe™, and sensitize our people not

Hanire and their counterpart
in the ministry for Physical
Planning and  Urban
Development, M. Hakeem
Gihajabiamils, revealed that
the deadline given for the

said that it was willing o
expend N2.5 billion on the
rehabilitation project already
started on January |, 2005
coordinated by the state
ministry of Works and
Infrastructure in conjunction
with the public works

|NCAA i'.“d .*"":ﬂd““ corporation to fully utilize
for various offences | b ey season,
sUoh 3§ dangerous flying. | T:Il:: methods 1o be
i i, d |, for the
igothers™. | 1 bilitation work include
“Another  significant |
of the civil | e mermbiy
aviation bill is that | o ip
Nigeria will pay | Method on the other.
the same emium 1o In & joint press conference
international  insurance | held in Afl;llu. t-l::

——

road projeet
was 1,000 roads in 90
days Areghesola said, “In a
bid to rid the roads of
potholes to enhance free
movement of vehicles, 1 am
pleased to inform you that the
Lagos State Government with
the express approval of His
Excellency Asiwaju Bola
Tinubu, has set up an Adhoc
group w aggressively combat
the potholes in Lagos State
until April 2005 when it is
envis that another riny
season would begin.

“In order 1o ensure that we
get maximum value for the
resources deployed, all State

Shedding light on the rsk
force he said, the state had
been divided into 10 zones
each to be headed by a
director and cach zone would
also have a three road
muintenance gangs and three
roving gangs changed with
the responsibility o repair

1o sit down complaining but
1o move about and brace up

| the challenges that crops up,

the kingidom will be better™

He suid the task of moving
the kingdom forward was a
herculean duty and Ihunkﬂl

the people of the
kingdom that the state
government was determined
to commence work on the
rond linking the kingdom |
and asked them to remain
peacelul and productive.
Earlier in his nddress, the
Amanyanabo of Opobo,King
Dandeson Douglas Juja said
that the anniversary was |
monumental for the kingdom |
as it would lay the
foundation for |

God that the Amany
Ima _sho wn enough

and clear silted or blocked
drains, Aregbesola said also
that 10 qualified contraciors
had been assigned to each of

surmount thc challenges
and advised that the people
work  with  the

the 10 zones, “S\milzrly‘ in
order 1o have an all year road
maintenance culiure by the
State  Government, the
Ministry of Works and
Infrastructure introduced the
Road Maintenance
Management on Zonal basis,
which is expected to ensire
ag  all  year round
maintenance of at Iuﬂ 500 |

leadership of the kings
and make sacrifices in the
process.

Sir Toby cautioned that

s M
centers of encrgy 1o propel |
the kingdom ahead.

He, however hinted on
plans aimed at the cultural
renaissance in the kingdom
and urged the people to join
hands in making the kingdom
more fruitful and the toast of |
the Niger Delta and Africa. |

He d the |

thase whe sit ds
the past will never move
forward and urged them to
keep the path of
righteousness and justice, as
it was the responsibility of
each and every citizen to
brin; progress to the

roads” on

constitution  of  three
structures, the Opobo
Kingdom Think Tank,the
People’s Assembly and the
Opobo Kingdom Awards ‘
t Committee to

propel the development
the A

s a5
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Aide to governor’s wife commits

Tavuinry 4 200%

T E e w  ———— - —_

T

suicide over failed marriage

be Py
Duke, s
iyl weant i

w Tl

Phesrph b i) et leave

S ad i

Ejehong had Nazd hm
weiiing ate aned
whbedd Libwatathon

s
ph AT aond wans takon
tha Peyehintiae Hawplial
W labahag

When he ooty erul Thom
the dllpgsn, his damady
rrervribsrwad vesed 1 jebemg b
yut oFF th marriagre yani) be
dout Tulby wieTl Duat-thadn i
nep go-dimwy webl w i han

i) B4 el by
Comfirrmmg (i it
o of fijefong
et Vieg-Lhaimssn, al ihe
pea Wiver  Plhuming
wiifanbon. ME Juliog

nger pohce arrest
car snatchers

wid, gar-anmchers an,
Niger St were
apprehended by the

state’s police cammand.
even as foarteen cars were
trnced in their possesaion.
Biriefing newsmen, the sales
Comnnssioner of Police, Mr
Eirrest abare, sabd that one
‘ol thie obbers, Yusul Sati,
it cartier been arrested with
a Tayota Starler suspected o
have been stilen.

told NAN by
thint |m. fhe kdomt

Uikl

n“uu..
st
Civil Sorviog Commyris i,

st sapiree finers o Wil b

progsetieil |

RS R ’l:’ Jwarvir v
Fivere s i By ool baety
suichidy b e villige Anii

st Yt Eetwong Fnd) imwe
Pt dnrrvedd
Uy vinri e Bpaiasy

plaeesniie gl

Hiiuence sl dhie Wily
wsmiers -hul: vuspociel
NS T vesnent sl
| Tioied premitiorncd st yusaty
neseery s iy Fuin b when

Fresudewn Hegen (i sed
Limiiota whih b wes vwk ot the Stiic v A

Hajj: Borno pilgrims

sty o ot | | MU al | ey |
BREWE | G et i (ol o] i
e oy hen the e v | oottt SRR
ﬁrupus;rxinlmudnu and colloay ﬂf'ﬁj""‘“ Mh’ fie .:n:;r‘vnm with M*""m{“
sho p::\:.ﬂ [ w- ::;'mu::::mum sccrety. of ihe MAE's o Sue M"",;‘“
in court and warned the  pushed @ young man ufam,mmm” Eopnd aro w red, but

general public 1o be HW
far llranln faces in I.Iﬂl!"

'Hie said 1 wntend

|for the arrest of  his
I Salihn [brahim.
‘The  suspects  later
|confesned that they had
| snatchod IIII.II" cars, while
wne Yihaya provided forged
documents 10 cover

The commissioner

stated that when his men got

[0 the suspects’ hide-our,

-.mwwdimmm’

savouring the thrills of
pvmmmhmnil

management mechamsm

Nigeris Red Cross
Society  yesiorday
called o government

Muhammﬁn Buhnri l'or
aides for vick _m ut the

to develop the appropr

with both ki und-‘t?:
profile national and man-
made The wociety

{suspeeted rnblm'l
bocn e o
The seven

led by |
Irahim Musa, used o mount

road-blocks on roads at

forcefull ¥ éupu:umuﬂ
commeers”

| luck ran against them.

‘According to the police
commissioner, they were
Larrested whan were

maney, as

well s rapiing a litthe girl,
| However, Tarther inve-
the police

~_§

H |

noted, ina signed

n the
south-ast Asid,
Similarly, the Red Cross

ihe Bauchi
mnvmmm for the
1o the

g2
:
2
§

airhift the pilgrims. He said
there wai no information
from the [irectorate of

* ‘Red Cross advocates permanent disaster

mu;;( almn rv.'.lnll I'o:
mg w (LT

The statement farther
o the

and Nigerian people (o
promute the }::m of the
country in ' world and

sol
rest of humanity by showing
interest in the Teumami
isanter.

m*;:’NEMAtasksstakehoannM'

ym-phmhwmﬂe

Agency
(NEMA) has declared

| purents and
schoul teaciions w pay more
of

darity with the | 0

we ate waiting for the
:ql?'ainty of lpl‘r :_min:‘ m
w ms

oy L. The

} r-nnw
¥ v‘i‘f:, accommodation in
Mezea and Mudina

anwellas
senuitisation und medical
team are full

Aty . bbalay ity v

#ecwindy

airlift uncerta

v A AL Gl §
L T

Allzirs,
{)Iaml

Alhifi .r\lma
h!.lmedlh::hu}
hatchof pil ma
mﬂmtll'tlw th,

far Hu tnability 1o wx:m:lh:
mmavellers’ cheques for the

North whieh ran out of
:’a;ﬁ;::l Tlnqnn for Ig
on y 10 sotirce
the Kano bran

I s-ld&u
fourth batch of pilgrims
would leave for the Holy
Land latest Friday with the

ima” BTA fow secured.
~The Chairman of the
pilgrims” board, Alhaji

alrline is TRS, but we await
information from Abuja,
because IRS v yet to
commence on in
Homo zone,” the exeeutive

mm‘il Rllll T
t Wi

thar di

management k' th::

{ mrponuihi_lity of every

| Mmmm&
country had bean witnessing
mw-::uinm

ulwimk'l; and all tiers of
govemment, saying their
activities lead 1o

fon b e setlvit
their wards, as they are fond
of senting bushes on fire in
mnm«fmum.

Alkiaji M“k:ﬂ;”“

llnmmuﬂdn!mm
aneuum!mpnm
| uf Nigeria,

of inane way or the

\\;"Iulc imploring Nige-
d.m 10 ;nin hands mth

and some constal areas.
“Soma lad muss hail even
| been washed  away

by the people in
umu constal areas,” it
added.

The society however
commended the Nigerian
mmmfm:ﬂ'uuwh-

L] n

in the
Alhaji Salibhu Shuaibi
Malcarfi, the Diroctor General

the "
of NEMA, said that sale
environment would ensurg
growth and  economic
advancement  bf  every
MNigeran us resources thal arg

hul asked for concerted
efforts fo putting in place
permanent disaster control
mechanism. (0 euriail

HECUITENCE.
While commending the
media for giving adeguate
; 0 hmmnm of
HJ'. lbe

wpent on mitigiting disast
will  be diverted to

The
appealed 1o corporate
organisations o ensure that
combrustible and fire igniting
substandes are well stored so

b to prevent bush bumens

from causing damage on their

property,
Acknowledging  the
effort of staies’ emorgency

U | o e
Alhaji Makarfl mide the
il i view of the anticipated
aetivities oMuhou) children
o they Totum 10 schools from
and  farns’
ons toward this

VRGO

ageney’s
r_lmpaign ayainst  fire
outbreak thin seuson, Alhaji
Markafi urged them to put
more effors by ombarking an
Abtivities | |lml cheek fire
mﬂmﬂ. s

Tad been llhu by the bosrd
to nddress probiems that
milln ariw durlnl the
pu:‘:umm“am
from the stam
Jumral ﬂlmmm
l;’!ﬂm“d h“ the ntl-lla s
ms  have sel
:un‘r'm'mm 1o handle au:ﬂ
pcnlslemma' ﬁ;ﬂ. ensure
socuril L
1§ i'i:lnL -Z.{'m colil
LU il
which affected
pilgrims last year, the
secretary said apart from

Suate

Airport, Alhaji Muazu
Ringim, who an
improvement ¥
al I over that o
2004, s crowd contro ad
been effictive thix year with
1he uapemlnn of

| Ringim, who said
fist

experiense in
l]mn having been posted
from o IWI.Ilmt

apake
four days’ deln
Abdutmimini Kau

Ilhubmd\m\dﬂ

_gnunm enough drugs in

udi Arabis b take care of

Muuwlﬂlm ufter rDHr
days of wuiting game, the
Huul batch uF itending
pilgrime from Im“lrflnﬁ

ing aboisd i
f"u"&'?'mmw s
n.?ﬂ.: Coond|
t‘ﬁlaclnme ot’ Fltgrilli'

) take-ofT of the Kabe
Airline registration no: 3N

mmtru Igrume whar had
I i wating for four days

L et

(=%

8.'



ike Ikemefuna in
Chinua  Achobe's
hings Fall Apart

Taruba suflers from ill - fate.
Just like Temefuna, it cannot
(speak for itsell because of

tribal  chauvinism and

ol

January 6, 2005

What is wrong with Taraba?

| Ry Karang 5. A. Lissam

privileges. And because

hoth interests cannot be
iled, this has

Taraba which shares
borders with Adumawa state
16 the North, Gomba and
Plutcay state 1o the West,
Benue state 1o the South and
Ruepublic of Cameroun to the
Fast, today remains the same
Taraba thineen years afler its
creation with nothing to
show or justify its creation,
The dreams of its founding
Mathers have remained
Lunrcalized.

| With all the endowments
of naure Taraha remains the
| wretched of the carth in terms
lof development. Certainly,
anyone who has lived in
Taraba since inception
(thirtcen years ago docs llal

developed a kind of “cold

the most neglected in the
federution. Only four the 16
local government arcas are
partially connccted to the
mational grid, The roads are

solicited and got the voles
of the people.

And no sooner did they
enter the corridors of power
as members of hlmu‘ of

confliet, Therefore, if
Taraba woulkl witness any
development; there must
come o past & mental
revolution on the part of its
ind And out of this

B T

the Jukun/Chamba and the
Kutebs, Jukuns and the Tivs,
Mumuyes and Fulanis,
Karimjox and the Fulams,
Membilas and the Kakas or
Fulanis, Ndoros and the
Techens or Tigona.

Taraba State was born
into crises. The staie was
created when the Jukuns and
the Tivs were engaged in
upheavals in Jalingo, The
dust had hardly setiled when
the Jukun/Chambas ok up
arms against the Kutebs in
Takum and Ussa. The fire of
war soon moved round the
state giving no room for any

need any I
understand that its v:lmmll:

The Takum, Muri and
i

under - de is
predicated nntnﬁdnv-!ry s
leadership that lacks focus
and egoistic tendencics of
ndigenous polibcians,
Tribal rivalry manifests
itsellin one group struggling
1o shake off domination and
relegation by others that ane
reluctant to give their

has remained & thom in the
flesh of government and the
entire citizens of the state.
factors
scare investors, In spite of
the state's Tumar

i .
fcilitates are lacking, federal,
presence cannot be fell even
in the state capital, Every week
the fedeml executive council
would approve one project or
another. Nobody can say if
Taraba state is still part of this
great nation. Yel politicians
need their votes.
Some sy if was the full of
highly placed indigenes that
have seen nothing good in
bringing development o the
stute. Why the tong neglect in
providing amenitics (o Taraba
by the contral g i

ok, §
ambassadors and & host of
athers than they began (o
despise the hand that fed
them,

They hecame sell-
cemered and tribalistic. The
politicians became remote
from the problem of Taraba
State. Thus, for thineen
years  running  the
government cannot lay
cluims to uny nchievement,
politicians have all the
power at their dispodal w

| in

These and many other
questions. peed answers the

effect develoy
Tarabi State, but they rather
settle for self-
1. Here lies

federal go

Surely Taraba state has
suffercd from mumenes wans.
While Taraba state found itself
in thix saga its politicians have
thrown principles io the winds
foe matenial gains, Neither the
state’s legislators nor the

cutive are d in

another actor in Taraba’s
under development,
Since the under
development of Taraba
State is man-made, it can be
reversed if the indigenes
come 1o grip with realities.

T must cmerge
mutual recognition and
understanding, wlerance
and respect for one another.,

To be specific Jukuns
have o recognize that there
are other ethnic groups
such us Kutebs, Tivs,
Mambilas, Kakas,
Wurkums, Jenjos, Jibus,
Fulanis, lchens, Nduros,
Tigons, Mungas,
Bandawus, Kakas
Mumuyes and host of
others in the state with their
distinel cultures which
have to be preserved and
respected.

In like manner, the
Kutchs, Kamus have 1o
acoord recognition 1o the
Jukuns, Charnbas and
others. Just as an Tho man
can never be o Yoruba, the
probbem in Tarabn is that of
identity and oppression or

and natural resources,
: I Bicllitics nre

fulfilling their electioneering

hllﬂmmbyl.bum:u

ives 1o the people. With

Tribal ch 14 enemy
of progress; it breeds sheer
selfishness,  division,

yan i they

ligui cgmmm:m und

by one group
nplml the other. There hns
to be unity in diversity
above all.

Unlikedkemefuna who was
struck: down with o note of|
Fimality, it is hoped that Taraba,
though pinned- down by the
s {11 - fate shall rise again
This can be observed in the
unprecedented realization that
we would retrace out steps.
Indigenes within and without
must look toward Taraba
unity. They must horrow a
leave from Adarmawa, Ciombe
und Yobe states where
indigenes  have. relurned
home o help develop their
stutes, For instance, there
exists Adamawn Development
Assuciation (an i
made up of indigenes in all
walks of life) interested in
developing the sate,

Adamaws state University
has been born. There is also
Adamawa education
endowment fund  which
provides scholarships to
indigenes to further their
studies. This orgunization|
ussiids  government i
developing the educational
wector. These are laudabie
organs that have helped i
improving the lots of the
citizenry. We must see
ourselves as one big family,
endervour 10 sink our tribal
differences nnd join hands for|
peace umity and development.

Kazong 8. A. Lissam
NABTER Zonal affice
Malduguri.

Quost for newage journalism

mlhuudilﬂl
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social amd polisical structires
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'uuelu
mwmmh

.mmummu
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of $erve,
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levant to the society, 11
wwu«ﬂyh
purveyors of nows und

here
unfolling  events
© conleniponry

i s news, what
items are (pnored and whit
Insties are left-at the top
* butner of discourse in g

e capitalist media like ours,

! .."W”I“hu so fur

15 that the

| televidion,

and oppressed ¢luss in
terms of massive refection
of media coverage of
mmwmw
any hope of baving &
Hmmmﬂnm
" ldeally news is
1o be something out

ihave wimh:lmnm !

rldlli Ilul

today
NMhllﬁn-nnh
mwhichkm-u.hh conception, definition snd - go

even intention. | muke bald -

mﬂomwhﬂ

polities revolve around the
desperate search for lethal
weapons of the mass media 10
l'lshiun out epmmbnity-
ofiented policies and (o help.
pwlhxmmwdnhl.

include Ihe'o[iinldn of the

byenmlpdonhgadm

vdumtheprassinNigenarslmgebv

,..' an agent of a one way ideological

indoctrination meant to re-enforce
existing pattern of relations. The
feed"back process is e:ther non-

ant o ineffctive.”

. markel

Juunullsm 1% i noble
and 15 one of the

“vehicles through which one
can, and should contribute v

“Iustead of serving as an impartial
" processor and communicator of

the peace, happiness lﬂ:|

the  muossen effectively
sufficiently reflected and
represenied. Instead of
serving :a an | impartial
processar and commun .
of values the press in Pm
is largely an agent of'a one way
idealogical indoctrination
heant 1o re-enforee exinting
pattern of relations.

The feed back process h'
cither non-existent  or
ineffective. The media m’

iy werve s avenue,

far idens. 1

m&':":rqm_n from
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Truse

Re: Gombe in the grip ofa cllque\

ushir Abdullahi’s
picce of opinion in
the Daily Trust of

Decetnher 3
| 2 Job of issucs
It secms the writer &
faceless person who is
| interested in casting the
Image of Alhigi Danju
i(mjc led Gombe w
withoit envugh proul.
He made 1 claim that
| Gombe state has boen
| tirmed 1o 8 state where
thuggery. and political
intimidation exist. One
cannot doubt (he fact that
whese ever there ki freedom

Did wu n an wqy

ré’f!or

handset he sold (o one of
ber supporters on credit
whiere Hajiya Bibiye was the
gurantor. Unfortunately,
ingtead of the money to be
paill on the agreed date o
the owner of the handset,
the wsaid person was
forcefully asked to leave
Hajiva Bibiye, was nit
honourable enough wostund
as a gusrantor hence the
owner of the handset
became infuriated und lost
his temper: There after there
wits 4 il drama resulting
into a comic tragedy then
the ownes of the handset

Iy in v
wmc mifior abnonmalitive
aceur from dime o ime,
which may oot necessarily
be ussociated with the
leadership, It is like the

| popular saying, where a
gquito bites an opy

was hly beaten by
peaphe m:ll o be foyal 10
Hajiya Bibiye which led to
her arvest, bused on the
complait of the owner of
the handset. The owner of
the handsct, went and

he associntes the calamily
| 1o th person in power.

Let nobody be left in
doubt that governor Goje
wis The secretary for Gombe
stute creation. [t is difficult
for Guje that helped in the
struggle for thie creation of

lodged a 10 the
police and the matter was
taken to court on FIR where
Hajiya Bibiye was granted
bail the mater is sill in
court.

Talking abour falling
apurt with Governor Gaje,
has to do with Hajiya

{ife ﬁunam:

governar poaverty
alleviation ‘.h: got
annoyed and resigned ber
appolutment ot her own and
has singe rempined on ihe
oppasithan,

One wonders where
Bashir was living during the
tenure of the former
pdministration where there
was even no functional
television station in the
state bl pow the likes of
Aashire hiss the guts to say
the simte is skilfully shot
From (e vuter world,

The cordial refationship |
that is existing between the
media  and the state l
governor  under  the
headship of All
Maoliammed Danjumn Goje is |
rock salid and Bashin can
not pul o stain on it through |
il imagimary write ups, |

Bashir's contentions
that not more than five
persons fun the state has
made o fallacy of the
secreiary to the state |
government office, state |
exccutive, legislatre and
Judiciary.

Thank God, he year 2005

atart

the state to turm round and  Ribiye's fnordinate budget speech of Alh
d hin bition to be imposedas s Panj Goje's
candiddte of her local administration lias

| subjecis.

The second issue raised
0 Abdullahi’s opinion i the
arrest of Hajiya Bibiya
Sadig- Certainly some thing
of thatmanare has oectiimed
but nol o he put it Thera
swirs 8 mild deama betwern
somebidy Whe wenl Lo
Hajiva Mibive's residence to
collect his money for &

government agninst the
popalar candidate who is
the presgnt chairman of
Kaotungo locnl govermment
cotneil. The govarnor
refused to impose any
candidate against the
wishes of the prople
despite the foct that she

s & apecial sdviser 10 the

introduced ‘due process in
awards of contracts to allow
participstion  of  all
interested and qualified
bidders.

There is always a need
for objective opinion befote |
guing 1o the press. 1f Bahir
doesn't know what happens |
thero is no need for heating |

No,
Seyuetii
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aboul the bush,

We are demicrily umj
Uhe price of leadership s
sirifice. That is why Bashir
and his poy-masten can sil

and write 1 cock and bull |
story. No wander even |

family  quarrels  or
misunderstanding
G fate s buted o

in |

Still onMuazu, Rimi

and Bauchir roads

hcluc respect nk I
wish 10 comment
on the above write-

up which appeared on your
friduy colismn on the lnst day
of 2004,
However, on the above
\I.Ihj:t'l. | beg to disagree,
ki

Im!erllnp in such sitistions
could be o telling and
demanding

Sinee in the mid Ms when
1 ws the president SUG Fed
Poly Hauchi and recontly
wehien | visited the stato | was
nclunlly not amused but

Goje. | would not be
{sed i next time Bashic
wtiributes  failure and
misfortune in ife 1 Goje
Abduliahi Jalo
Rolari West Gambe.

Re: Katsina joint account system |

feel duty-bound o react

1o the dvertorial carried

n Page 30 of Weekly

Teunt of January 1-7, 2005

written by one Alhaji

Abdullah Garba Garus, who

waidd he is chairman of the

stte chapter of the Nationa!

Youth Council of Nigeria
NYON)

From the content of the
udhvertorial, the writer clearly
shows that he wats scling oul
someone’s soripl.

Otherwise, how could
someone who wanis the
world to believe him ax the
Teader of an NGO that is
expected, going by its name,
o serve as walchdog for
Migerian youths, be seen o
be singing the praises of
executors of an unpopular
policy?

By this, Mallam Canes has
reveslod his troo identity a4
being partisan to the
detriment of the RGO he
elaims to head and the
ml‘ll'on’l youth. Perhaps,

<

e 'l 4 with  the |
of my ] career 1 RE -”W. of |
have beld p right 5 end it the
from Primary, sccondary and gypie. Right from Jos, the

fertiary institutions | was

| able to v decipher thiat

MallamCiars i nursing the |
ambition of becoming a local
government chairman in the
Jeast of as s widely nmoured |
clearing the way for his
master o contest chection for
the state governorship in
2007,

To cut a long story shart,
Mallam Garus should note
that youths in Katsina know
the interest he hax in the
Katsina State department of
local government  and

i affairs,
e should save his ink, hold
back his smoking gin and
allaw the sleeping dog lie.
For us, Katrinawa we
certiinty know that posterity
will eventually judge.

Tiffani Yakubu

Babbanduh,
Govermmeni, Katina state. |

Platcan state Capital 1o |
Hauchi city time and space |
coulid not allow me mention |
{he appalling achicvement of !
ks great leader. All social
wervices have been improved
upon. | mean all. |

Adumu Adamy why arc
you drifting awany? Have you
ever held a position ufl
leadership  in your
commumnity, viflage or state or
in the pursuit of your
academic carcer? 11 you had |
then you will appreciate what 1
Ahmady Adamu Muaea is |
doing ko your state and siop
acting like a spoilt child
whose parents are alive and
wealthy and he pever fecls
the menace of hunger l'ut‘
even a single day. | hope you
will ask your mentor, the
General his ppinion sbout the
OV,

.I‘faun Adami Chip
nulhm!&m

Reactions 1o artic .h s publ

H'J\j.h;- i
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T unami tragedy and the Ace

| growing signs
that lh: Indonesian
tary (TNI) is
(exploiting the current
| catastrophe in northern
| Sumatra to crush the
separatist  Free  Acch
ovement (GAM) and
stablish its unchallenged
control over the resource-nich
provinee of Aceh

So far the death toll from
the carthquake and tsunami
that devastated Acch on
December 26 is more than
100,000 and is likely to rise

| much higher. From Lhok-
scumawe on the cast coast
through the provincial capital
Banda Acch near Sumatm’s
| morthern tip to Meulaboh on
the west coast, citien and
towns have been obliterated.

Transport and other
infrastructure have been tom
apart. Hundreds of thou-
wanids are desperately in nesd
| of water, food, clothing,

| nhelter and medical anention
There is now a serious risk
that further lives will be bost
through diseisc and hunger

Yet, rather than concen-
traling resources on emer-
gency reliel efforts, the
Indonesian armed forces,
| with the approval of
| President Susilo Bambang
Yudhoyono, are preoceupied
with their counlerinsungency
operations against GAM
fighters, While refogees are
desperate for supplies and
relief workers for transport,
the TNI bas launched offen-

| sives ngainst GAM in vanious
| locations across the pro.
vince.

‘When the tsunaimi hit, the
military already had 40,000
troops and paramilitary
police in Aceh as a result of
s omgoing cnmpn:uhl.ow!pe
out (:AM Thc current

J in May

province has been marked by
dlwmumm. delays nml
disinterest.

On December 27, TNI
chief General End
indicated that the military
would respond in kind to a
umilaterul ceasefire decluned
by exiled GAM leaders in
Sweden (o allow rehief efforts
10 go abead. It soon became
chear, however, that the TNI

had no intention of passing
up the unity to inflict
a defent on GAM, which had

2003, under former presic

ffered losses ﬂurms the

Megawati Sukamupu ¥,
included armour and artillery
as well as air and naval
support and was billed as
Indonesia's own version of
the US “shock and awe”
| methods in g
Despile a state of emer-
| gency and a media blackout
in Acch over the last year,
humin rights organisations
have reported gross and
widespread abuse of local
Acchnese by the military,
including arbitrary detention,
torture  and  summary
exccution. Yudhoyono, a
former generl, was Mega-
wali's top security minister
and played a crocial role in
planning and overseeing the
offensive until he resigned
fast March to contest the

presidency.
| In the aftermath of the
| December 26 tsunami, the
TNI's responded b;r upll-

tsumami wnd

The first media reports
related to & particular
incident. On Thursday,
GAM  spokesman  an-

centres were helng inter-

By John Raberss |

rogated by the military.

Bakhtiar tokd the British-
hased Gruardian: “The reports
we received are that they are
moving in more troops under
the guise of relief operations.
We know that they are trying
1o track down GAM fighters

A =
Acehmese recover af @ hepital in the toumami-hit city af Banda
Aceh, v the Indonesian ivland of Sumatra yesterday.

in the arca. We have given
striet orders o maintain a
ceasefire and hoped that the
Indonesian military would

Licutenant-Colonel D1,
Nachrowi told the lalnnn
Post that the TNI was “now
carrying out two duties:
humanitarian work and the
security operation.” He put
forward a different argu-
ment, maintaining that the
military was obliged by the
wtate of emergency 1o attack
GAM, "The raids 1 quell the

the TNI's uctions, saying:
“The government in still
maintaining the civil emer-

h-Indonesian face off

The disinterest of the
Indonesian military in the |
pllghl ul Acchnese is most | |
i revealed by the

geney

i '_" ble delay in sur-

military in Aceh
despite the fact that the death
1ol is now elose 1o 100,000,
Is the government not yel
satisfied with the killing” Are

Acchnese not citizens of
Indh =

it m enl in

United Srates military pmu;d -lH'M soldier carry

veying the extent of the
disaster on the west coast, |
which fay in the direct path
of the sunami. It ok four
days for the Indonesian air
foree to send a fight over
Meulaboh, which one jourm- |
list likened to the scene after
the Hiroshima siomic bomb,

Highly publicised relief
operations are now underway
by US and Aumulmnl
military, which are providi
key logistical support. L |
mu{lnry helicopters Mew the
first significant supplies of
nid into Meulaboh last
weekend. The Mmralian|
military teams are in Banda |
Aceh providing clean waler
and other assistance. All
eriticism of the TNI and i
appalling human rights has
been shelved as these efforts
are hailed in the media as |
ushering in a new period of
cnmpcﬁlmn

These joint operations
have very litle 1o do with any
genuine concern the victims
of the December 26 disaster.
Both Australian and the US
have been sceking to reesta- |
hlish working relations with |
the Indonesiun military since
the fall of the Subarto
dictatorship in 1998, The
relief efforts provide an ideal
opportunity not only to work
closely with the TNI but
potentially to establish a
foothold in Acch—a key
region with significant oil |
anil reserves adjacent to the |
struteghe Strait of Malacca.

As for the TNI, the
support provided by the US |
and Australinn military for
relief efforts allows the
dw:rnun of additional
military forces

respect that fire and
refrain from military action.™
As it turmed out, the clash
was not an isolated incident.
‘The Jakarta Post this week
ported that the TNI had

d that Ind
troops had killed two GAM
members in the Peurelak area
of East Aceh, including the
local commander Afrizal bin
Abdul Manaf. He said TNI
troops had also set fire 0 a
house in the village of 1di
Reayeuk, A TNI spokesman
acknowledged the clash, but
blamed GAM rebels for
proveking the incident by
ambushing a convoy of
military trucks carrying reliel
supplies.

Sweden-based GAM
spokesman Bakhtiar Abdul-

Inunched operations against
GAM hideouts in Teupin,
Batee, Scunchok Langa,
Gampung Jalan, Kuburan
Cina, Buket Linteung and
Buket Jok areas of East Acch.
In north Aceh, army attacks
were underway in Makmur,
Gandapurs and Pousangan.
The TNI not only
confirmed that the operations
were tnking place, bul was
completely unapologetic
about them. In comments
cited in the Guardian,
Colonel Ahmad Yani Basuki

an Iidonesian man to medical facilies ar Bands Aceh alrport
Aceh will continue unless The fact that the
the president issves a decree Imlonnm.n military bas been
fg hivibe s Irampnn and “::5;'
und merel =
A .“Ip'w*?...“:o{:l:ﬁ to its military
Acch,” he said. aperations would help o

Yudhoyona has shown
no intention of li the

explain the limited and
chaotic character of the rehiefl
effort in Aceh, Air transporn
in erucinl in reaching remote

13
civil emergency in Aceh o
f hi

o L4 P ¥
truce with GAM. Instead, in
an appeal for national unity,
the president has called on
the separatist fighters o lay
down their weapons, in
other words surrender, to
facilitate reliel operations.
The military, of course,
would remain armed to the
teeth.

Various human rights
groups have confirmed that
military operations are
continwing in Aceh. A
spokesman for the British-
hased Tapol organisation,

areas and moving relief
supplics into the province,
but it has been a shambles.
The Indonesian air force has
made no effort to either

over Aceh
or to provide air traffic
control 1o vital airports in
Banda Aceh and Medan
where international aid is
arriving.

Numerous media reports
point 1o the bottlenecks in
ferrying aid into Aceh and
distributing it. On New Years
Eve, an aircrafl had to wait
14 hours in Banda Aceh for
takeofl clearance, At one
stage the only sarviving air

in Aceh was

ching an
troops 1o Amh.«luwbly to
carry out humanitarian reliel
work. But far from the well-
oiled machine that swung
[ into action against GAM the

| previows year, the military’s

ily left to operate the
mrponnlnn: Trucks and fuel
have been in critically short

supply. The Sydney Mnmmg

lah strenuously denied that  declared: “We have 10 Paul Barber, told the Inter
GAM fighters had attacked a maintain security opermtions  Press Service News Agoncy
convoy, In turmn, he accused  to prevent the rebels from  “Under the civil s afMic il
the military of ing and king vital bt the Ind military
torturing suspected GAM and reliel operations.” continue to play a leading
in refugee  According to Basuki, only  role and there has been no
camps, The TNI's abuse of  ane third of TNItroops were  cutback in the level of
refugees was also reporiedto  involved  in military  military operations in most  Herald reported that U
the Acech Refi | ions and the ind of the territory.”

Information Centre by
volunteers working in Banda
.M'th They alleged lhl:

Y

unlhe\nym

had been assigned to relief
work. He provided no
evidence, however, for any of
his assertions.

Nasruddin Abubakar,
president of the Aceh

relief organisalions in
Medan, foreed to rely on their
awn resources, hud "begped,
andd rented” KO

Centre. angrily condemuned

trucks to provide transport.

into its operations against
GAM. There is every indi-
cation that the Indo-nesian
military has the tacit support
of Washington and Canberra,
which, unlike in the case of
East Timor, have maintained
a complete silénce on
Jokarta's dirty war in Aceh
over the last 18 months,

U8 military establishment |
thinking was mru]nd inal
recent comment by the US-
based Stratfor Global
Intelligence thinktank. It
noted that the tsunami
disaster might prove to be a
boon for the military’s
caln aign against GAM,

“Yudhoyono will send more |
troops into the provinee to
rebuild and clean up ... If
GAM does not agree 1o setthe
the problem peacefully,
Yudhoyono will have more
troops on hand 1o clean them
out,” it noted.

What is emet;mg in
embryo inAcch isa ruumm|
{he relations that
to 1998, when the US.
Australin and other major
powers relied on the ruthless
Suharto dictatorship to

-guird their economic and
strategic  interests in
Indonesia and the |

LA L)
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Egyp

gyptinn  Presi
Hosni Mubarak
visited Saudi Arabin

on a brief trip which Egyptian
officials said was aimed ot
casing strained tics between
Riyadh and Libya over an
alleged plot by Tripoli o kill
the kingdom's de facto leader.

Mubarak held talks with
Saudi Crown Prince and de
facto ruler Abdullah bin

Abdul Hamid Kassem told
AFP, in an implicit reference
0 the Saudi-Libyan row,

Officials in Cairo carlier
suid Mubarak would hold
tlks with Crown Prince
Abdullah in a bid (o defuse
tensions between Riyadh and
Tripoli over an alleged
Libyan plot to assassinate
Abdullah,

Daily Traxe

Trust Intemallonal
t holds talk over

Saudi, Libya row

the Arab summit™ due to be
held in Algeria in March,
Kassem said, adding that
discussions covered the
Isrnel-Palestinian conflict and
Trng.
The official SP4 news
agency said Mubarak held
meetings with both King Fahd
and Crown Prince Abdullah
during which they discussed
“developments on the Amb,

Thursday,

| Abdul Aziz which “centred on “The two sides stressed  Islamic and international
| clearing the Arab  theirkeenness on clearing the  scenes, chielly the sinuation in
| atmosphere,”  Egypt's  Arab atmosphere ahead of lnq,dm:lqmmnpcmnmg
T == 1o the Palesti issue, and
| ways of boosting cooperation
TAEA finds secret nuclear  beween the o broterly
| countries,”
Mubarak wis
programme in Egypt accompanied by Egyptian
i Foreign |m:u1M|mﬂIAhn| -
st b the Sar v whon spun, | Gboi. hich iptian President Hosni Mubarak (L) meets with King Fahd of Saudi Arabia MM|
Rgency : £ : Sulei d his political
found evidence of  incentrifuges, he said, | oy ¥
el T o .| Moroccan King calls for
| Egypt that could be used in  companisons to South Korea, IR VILE chtie piat
BYp S after Suleiman held “urgent”
WEApOns | ¥ . talks in Saudi Arabin |
said Tucsdny. pl and urani fnb ek ' llgl t l
T e Do i tie:  religious tolerance
P 2000 without them
S s e | sy | [ okt M [ bt e
: - ohanne as
19908  but  said the In  Vienna, IAEA The crown prince was St T = : 3 3 i
International Atomic Encrgy — spokesman Mark | allegedly the target of a called on religion's  constructive  dialogue  ragedy in Asia and Africa,

Agency also was looking at
evidence suggesting some
work was performed as
recently as a year ago,

Egypl's government
rejected claims it is or has
been pursuing a weapons
program, saying its nuclear
programme is for peaceful
purposcs.

“A few months ago we
denied these kinds of claims
and we do so agnin,” Egyptian
government  spokesman
Magdy Rady said. “Nothing
about our nuclear program is

1 nguumdllmhmuumm
is not known to the IAEA.™

But one nfm: dlplmm _

Lt to the IAEA, us they were
| bound to under the Nuclear
| Nonproliferation Treaty.

| Uranium metal can be
processed into plutonium,
while uranium hexafluoride
can be enriched into weapons-
zradhe uranium — both for use
in the core of nuclear
warheads.

The diplomat said the
Vienna-based IAEA had not
wet drawn a conclusion about
the scope and purpose of the
experiments, But the work
appeared 1o have been
sporadic, involved small
amounts of material and
lacked a particular focus, the
diplomat said.

That, he said, indicated
| that the work was not directly
| geared toward creating a full-

| scale programme to make

| nuchear weapons,
The diplomat said that
Egypt's p was nol
“cohesive.”

Gwordecky said the agency
would not comment on the
revelations about Egypt.
“We've seen the reports
and | don't think we have
anything to offer at this pont
except what we've said all
along, which is, we expect all

Libyan assassination plot in

| teaders and their followership
1o enhunce tolerance and
i ity in their deal

between [slam and Judaism
for the sake of advancemnent

2003 that Tripoli has strongly

relations with both Riyadh
and Tripali.

Riyudh's decision sparked |
a war of words with Tripoli,
wllh llu: L lbyan pn.-u

nations to cooperte with the
Intermational Atomic Energy
Agency,” White House
spokesman Scott McClellan
said. “We're sure they will
look nto this matier and |
would just point out that
Egypt is a signatory 1o the
nonproliferation treaty.”

“The i.mgdum u( the Bll:k
Comedy.™

Details of the purported
plot came 1o light last year
when an American Muslim

activist pleaded guilty to |

ilegal finnncial dealings with

| Libyaand testified that he had

been involved in a leyln

| plan to kill the Saudi prince.

Addressing the first wwld
congerss “one hundred Imam
and Rabbis™ held in Brussel
al the initiative of the Swiss
Foundation, the King said:
“The divine message lo
humanity throughout the
centuries, in general and
during Abraham era, in
| particular, has been one of
mercy, tolerande and
fratermity.”

He said divine message is
aimed at developing the
perception of human beings

Malawian party leaders

face charges

hree senior members
of Malawi’s ruling
party  have been
arrested for carrying guns o
a meeting with the president.
The three politicians
were arresied as
the presidentinl palace,
The talks were about a
growing rift  between
President  Bingu  wa
Mutharika and United
Democratic Front leaders

over an anti-corruption drive.
transport minister
Roy Cumsay. Harry

Thomson and MP Alfred
Mwechumu  have been
charged with breach of 1he
pesce and released on bail.
One of the politicians
said he always carried a gun
for his personal security.
The BBC's
corrcspondml suld llm

“It’'s not like Iran, where
| there was a clear plan to pro-
| duce” uranium hexafluoride,
|

mllllnudllp with the rulw
party has been deteriomting
since his election last May,

Several top UDF leaders

have been arrested in
connection with corruption
and fraud scandals,

The meeting on 3 January,
which was also being attended

and at sharpening their
capabilities in order 1o qualify
them 1o grasp the global

process.
In atopy of his speech
made available to Daily Trust
hyﬂuﬁwd Affairs of the
nbassy in Abuja,

by former Bakili
Muluzi, was intended to end
the rift but was abandoned
after the weapons were

Mr. Abdellah Bouchtaoui, the
King said the inter-religious
mecting marked  the
beginning of a serious and

ofk

Indeed in their religious.
live, human beings have been
faced with situations that
have threatened 1o upset this
religious life, at times, and
have served o strengthen it
at other times,” he said,

In a separate
development, the King used
the opportunity to condole
the victims of the Tsunami

while praying for the -
deceased souls 1o rest in
peice.

“This disaster shows how
fragile we are. 1t should
induce us o show greater
humanity, wisdom and clear
mindedness so that we may
reatlise at last, that our short
existence on carth must be
used to foster brotherhood
and resist any inclination
towards  discord and
division,” he added.

Rebel groups form single

army ir in Burundi

B Iuwufwmdl
national army
after more mm a decade of

war.

All but one an?i‘ l‘!‘.: 11:-::

rebel groups

dominated government army

were brought together.

Vi
o

erisis in Burundi that has

claimed more than 300,000

Poland, Libya forge economic ties

olish Prime Minister

P K Belkn arrived in

ripoli for a two-day

visit that will include talks on

cooperation in the oil sector

nnd a meeting with Libyan
leader Moamer.

Poland is anxious to re-
establish the close economic
ties it haed with Libya when the
Communist Party was in
power in Warsaw in the 19705
and 19805,

In those two decades,
some 130,000 Poles worked
in Libya on road and rail
G:velnpmnnt pmjvclsulﬁ
man pursued

g biies

1o Zabeski.

Belka, the latest foreign
leader to tread a path to Libya
since Kadhafi announced it
was abandoning its quest for
weapons of mass destruction,
is accompanied by a large
delegation from the Polish oil
industry,

“Poland is looking to
diversify its sources of gas and
oil supplics and leyn »wld
become a

rom the 1970-1980s,
Zaleski said that in
addition “we will discuss
claims made by Polish
companies that could amount

to 88 million dollars.”
Belka will confer with
Kadhafi during the visit and
will also raise the situation of
five Bulgarian nuorses
ned to death in Libya
on charges of having
Eod break: of

deputy f‘or::gn mnmtur
Boguslaw Zaleski said in
Warsaw,

AIDS there.

Zuleski added that
Pnland which joined the
Union lnst May, is

debt to Libya, which dates

lives during an 11 year civil
war.

Buta BEC reporter said
it will ke at least four years
before the process of forming

the new army is
Pruiden{illm"

Burundi were now the
responsibility the
government, which would
feed, clothe and
Nikinoye signed oo I
wo laws
on Friday setting up the new
wrmy and a new police force,
The Burundi Armed
Forces will now be known as

[gnmltiun

in Bujumbura said that from
now on the term rebel will
only apply to the National
Liberation Forces (FNL).

The rebel movement led
by Agathon Rwasa arc still
active on the outskirts of
Buj L

Reform of the anmy was |
one of the key demands of |
Hutu rebels, and the peace |
deal specified that there |
should not be more than 50%%
of Hutus or Tutsis in the army.



Mursday

't has been some lime since
the grim milestone of
1,000 LS military deaths
in Iraq was passed.
mw‘smng-

Joanuary 6.

2005

Trust Internauonal
- US death toll in Iraq

hits 1, 300 -Report

Nearly hall of the
wounded have been able 1o
return 1o duty, but more than
5,000 have not.

Advances in military

mnmmumwu
of U

dicine and body armour
mean that many have sur-

|sonnel who have Imm
wounded.

The death toll is now
e than 1, 300, and the num-
ber of wounded is 10,200,

...'Abu
Ghraib did
not stop
abuse’- report

exual and physical

abuse of ragl prison

ers continued ot least
three months after the Abu
Cihrib scandal was revealed,
scconding 10 accounis by al-
leged victims m the latest is-
sue of Vanity Fair.

Traqi inmotes were sexu-
ally nssaulied, beaten, admin-
istered electric shocks and
kept m cages or crales, the
magarine said, based on 60
hours of interviews with 10
former inmatey, incliding a
1 5-year-old boy,

Writer Donovan Webster
‘quotes an inmale saying he
was niked from hand-
cuflis in a frigid room while
soldiers threw buckets of joe
‘water on him,

Webster added that sev-

(el of the people he inber-
viewed said their mistroat-
ment took place in July, three
months after the Abu Gihraib
priscner abuse scandal broke
i bate April,

The article suid the former
detainces imlerviewed are su-

inge twO Amenicin companies |

thaut provided transiators and
interrogators (o forces in Irag
and that their firsthand ac-
counts comprised “hun-
dreds, IF oot thotsanda, pf
separate Geneva Conven-
tions violations™.

In one example cited in
the artiche, & | 5-year-old boy
suid he had been forced to
crouch in & wooden crate for
11 daiys, wearing handcufTs
and blacked-out ski goggles.
He wus then taken 1o the bath-
room and sexually nssaulied

He said o was again sexu-
ally assaunlted two days later
in the prison north of |
| Baghdad but let go later in the
doy  when o soldier
‘apologised o him for being
lllq&::r detained and gave

| The magazine said the ac-
* lcounts of abuses were im-
| passible to independently |

verify.
It quoted & LS military
for detainee op-

vived that they
would not have dane in pre-

I‘!mthcmlluryofﬂm-
and thie fisct thit a major threst
in Iraqq has been the blast ef-
focts of roadside bombs - i
that many are lefl with seri-
mnﬂudeln&hnmlh*!

Wednesday during » gradu-
ation ceremony, killing st
least lepmplc.npnlm offi-

cial suid.

The bomb exploded out-
side a gate of the academy in
Hillah, about 60 miles south
of Baghdad, said palice Capt.
Hady Hatef,

Twenty people were killed
and an unspecified number
mhﬂurd.he-kl.

I T TR

German police raises fresh

concern over al-quaeda

people 1e
Snﬂwﬂ weapons train
hu and uli‘lm in-

trial of Mounir al-Motas-
sadek, 8 Moroccan man sc-
cused of involvement in the
911 lunh. \lhi:h were

 duty to kill US citizens.
Mr Motassadek said he
received iraining in Afghani-
stan and knew some of the 9/ |
11 hijackers - but not of their |

plot.
Al!hm initially con- |
of involvement in the |
Mn. ho is now facing a |
retrial. '.l!ncm against im

of itacks against Iraqi police
ahead of Jan. 30 elections

which are trying

v Numni Musdim bastion of Fallujah, some 56 Rilometres east -!|
w wwm—munmp-wmmwmmmmmmmwm-m- LISl oxcempation | et

Isreal warns settlers
over evacuations

rime Minister Ariel
P Sharon  vesterduy

wamed opponents of
Bris ol bo sl thdimw Troms the
Giaza Strip that [smcl will use
“all our might™ to prevent
them from thwarting the
evacuation,

Speaking (i soldiers,
Sharon said he was disturbed
by ihe violent scencs thiy
week of Jewish setilers resint-

security sources said,

Aljazeera’s correspon-
et iy Cieens, Wine nl-Diabuhush,
eited lsraoli sources as say-
fingg the srneli nrny fired three
whelly wt Pulestinian fighters
on Tuesday.

Palestinian witnesses said
Isrneli tanks fired into Bait
Lahys shortly after mortars
crashed into the nearby Jew-
ish Nissanit settlement,

ing from an ille-
gal settler outpost in the
Wt Bank.
“Those who raise o hand
against s soldier, or a police
| officer or a security afficer .,
| we will act against him with
all our might,” he said.
Jewish settlers have
threatenied to prevent the dis-
| muntling of settlements and
| army installations in the Gaza
Strip that Sharon plans for
this summar. The seitlers
have rallied & large campaign
against the withdmwal in re-
| cent months.
As part of Sharon's “dis-

| uwammplm. 8800 Jew-
lers are 1o be

ding two peaple.
Ismeli pources said they
hadl fired =t & group of nise
masked Palestinians who
were seen with rocket launch-
en.

children although their wen-
tities were not immedialely
known, confirmed Mahmud
al-Assali, director of the
Kamal Edwane hospital
Tnrueli medics said Pales.
tinkan monar bombs landed
near an Ixroch bus carrying
school students in the

'—?\'awmnpnuwoﬂhlr
told the court recruits at the

camps were ught they had

T

Gas explosmn

_, access to a key witness in

llapwed last year when o
judge ruled that US authori-
tics* refusal to allow lawyers |

their custody had prejudiced

Giving evidence at the re-
trial, an officer from the Ger-
man police body that co-or-
dinates the fight against ter-
rorismy said new al-Qaeda re-
cruits were be stripped of |
their passports and taken 1o
wafe howses.

They also reccived o new
name hefore being faken 1o |
al-Queda camps, most of|
| which were located in Af-
ehanistan,
| An estimated 3,000

people died when al-Queda

militanits hijacked LIS posscn-

ger wirliners and ploughed |
| them into targets in Now York
| and Washington on 11 Sep-
| tember 2001,

Severnl key hijackers had

lived fn the CGerman city of
| Harmburg wnd were refermed 1o

by investigators s the “Ham-
| burg cell”
| AlQaeda’s training facili-
Ilu in Afghanistan are be-
Lieved to have largely been
destroyed by a US-led inva-
n late 2001,

claim four in Iran

massive gas explo

sion ripped through

Iing operations in

Afwariyeh in southern Tehmn

Tuesday night, claiming four

lives and leaving many

people injured

Qodrmtollsh Ashrfi, hend

af the reglonal gas company,
told [RNA guil leak was re-

ported to hix office by water

und sewape (Abfe) officials
ih il

Nissanii setth arca, ine
Juring the drver and n stu-
dent.

The viokenee erupted just |

ane day after lemel swid it had
ended an armotired incursion
mto Halt Hanun and Jabalya
in northern Gaza in what Tel
Aviv said was another effort

But Pal citizens
sabd they were shocked when
i tank fired at an agricultural
mmwdlwldhw
been able o disti

rocket and mor-
tar sqquads who target illegal
settlements.

But wilnuiu -m!

mnmunwﬂﬂumund
citizens who work in th

said llrlell troops hld not
pletely and

Palestinian  security
sources said the lsracli shell-
ing tarpeted 4 group of farm-

ers,
The commespondent said
morﬂwmlldum

were still in sorme areas in Bait
Hamun and in southeastern
Bait Lahya,

About 20 Palestinians |

have been killed since lsraeli

dispatched 1o the area.

Fe podded Hashem Amani,
an employee of the gas com-
pany, was killed on the spot
and his colleague Massoud
Heidkart wiis baubly injured fol-
lowing a huge explosion.

Syrian ﬁles case
against US general

Synan who worked as
o driver in Iag has
fod n lawsuit in Paris

far matltrestment sod torture *

against a US general who
commanded a marine offen-
wive in Falluja.

Mubammad al-fundi said
in the compluint on Tuesday
he was held by US marines
for nine days and mistreated

cramnllﬂ‘ 1
llwmlh
wueheﬂﬂhmlly,lqliu
‘wooden boxes,

(and bl m and sub-
jected to sexual threats,
‘abuse snd assault

Pal men and
mmﬂmm&mlly

Hn..d!eddm six people
had been imjured, including
four seriously.

A mimber of victims were

forces began the latest mili-
. fr Jast

ary op

The lutest deaths brought
the averall toll since the Sep-
tember 2000 start of the

3624 Palestiniany

in

Al-Jundi was taken cap-
tive by an Imgi group when
e was working as a daver for
ihe French journalists Chris-
llns Chesnot and Georges
i who were taken

The company’s experts
are stisdying the event, said |
Ashidi, adding that the rea-
st behind the explosion |l'1|l
be announced laer.

Colonel Ebrahim Ani:vl
tam, the district sheniil, said
twe Abfis personnel and 8 lo-
cal peron were killed and
four of the wounded are in
critical conditions,

“Akbar Shadi, Ebrahim
Karimi, and Asghar Nikcheh
were the tno, who lost their
lives on the spot,” added the
colonel

He said some 50 Houses
amd 10 shops received seri-
ous damige and the glises, |
m km off the place, were

in August.

M <Jundi now lives in
France. His lawyers said the
civil suit was directed againat |
Gieneral John Sattler, who was
commanding the marines in
[Falluja at the time.

He was eventually re-
leased by being deposited on
a roadside without shoes or
identity papers.

The lavyers said al-Jundi
had lintle hope of success
with hix suit because
Justice cannot [}
complaint brought by a for-
eigner concerning an event
that occurred abroad.




Thousands protest
| presidential
election in
Croatia

1o 2000 people have
l l eathercd at i protest or |
Croatian in- |

m’:nlﬁm! | cand

dependent idemitial candi-

date Iknun‘w&::km who said
there were imegularitics in the
weekend election

Miksic 1 now demanding a
nEw vole count,

Sunday's vote wis & “fraud
undd a alap in Croatian people's
fice”, Miksic told mu;m
that gathered briefly at

| Bau Josip Jelacic square.

| A wealthy US-Croatian busi-
nesstan, Mikue said he should

| huve finished second in the

| election and be the one 6 fice
incumbent President Stipe
Mesic in the run-ofT o 16 Janu-

ic outsider on

Croatia’s political scene, he wis
the bi; surprise of the clec-

| |:ms,pﬂu5|him with 17.8%
of the vote.

Centrist Mesic won 48.9% of
the votes, and is 1o face Deputy
Prime Minister Jndrunka Kosor

| of the ruling conservative
Croatian Democratic Union
(HDZ) in the run-ofl.

Kosor gamered 20.3% of the
voles, according to results from
nearly all polling stations on
M "

londay.

But ih!eun: complained he
was not allowed to have his
own observers within the elec-

I

-

N, Secretary-Gen-
| eral Kofi Annan and
| world leaders ar-

rived in Jakarta yesterday 1o
try to deal with Asia’s tsu-
nami crisis and a $2.3 billion
humanitarian reliel opern
tion, the biggest dnce \E‘:\tld
War 1L

As il workers struggle 1o
feed and shelier millions of
survivors who are still bury-
ing their deud 10 duys afier
a tsunami killed 150,000

toral commission counting the | people, world leaders will
voles, micet today to seek an answer

He stressed exit polls had put | for the question - how can
him abend of Kosor. But the | the workd prevent such i ca-
clectorl sion threw ot he ever occurring

his complaint

In several other Croatian
towns, Miksic’s supporters
gathered peacefully to protest
agninst the election results, no-
nonal mdio reported

Some thirty in the
Adriatic towns of Split and
Zadur respectively, and several

dovens in the northem town of |

Cakovee as well as in the cast-
ern town of Slavonski Brod
There were no incidents re-

again?

Indonesin, the worst-hit
nation with almost two-
thirds of the dead, hopes the
one-day summit will agree o
sel up & regional tsunami
wannng system, which ex-
perts say could have saved
many lives

and himanitanan onganiz-
tions will alwo look at the

ported during the protests.
Miksic said he would file a
complaint with the constit-
tional court.

i
| Boris Mikvic, Croutian inde-
| pendent prestdential candidate

Fresh

ma truction
needed 1o rebuild the shit-
tered lives of millions of
people in six Indion Beean
nations.

“This conference is not
only for Indonesia but for all
countries that have suffered
from the carthquake,” said
Indonesian President Susilo

“And

Bambang Yudhoyono.

af course we do hope that to-

morrow there will be a con-

crete result in the mechanism

of how o assist countrics

that are to be assisted.”
Australion Foreign Minis-

coondinating the aid effort
wans & key agenda ilem,
“This will make a major
contribution to casuring
there is o better coondinated

ome 150 Maoist guerril  identified, whd AP an yes-  the bodies of 30 rebels while
Las wore killed in o fierce  terday. the ather bodies have been car-
battle with security forces There was no immediate — ried away by their commdes,”
| in Nepal's remote south on casualtics from  the official said, adding that
yesterday, a top amy official  the Maoists. cight members of the security
said. The army official sald  forces had been wounded.
“In a clush with the sccurity  some 500 Maaists, who are The rebels have been fight-
forces, at least 150 rebels were  seeking 10 overthrow the  ing for a communist lic
| killed and over 30 others in- ., had the in Nepal since 1996 and the
| jured” in Kailali district in the  soldiers and the fighting was  insurgency has alread
far southwest, the senior army — conliniing, claimed more than 11
official, who did notwishtobe  *The army has recovered  lives.

ter Alexander Downer said |

Leaders from 26 nations |

crisis claims 150 rebels in Nepal

Kofi Annimd_annr .W-Mmm discuss muumﬂnnlr{nm in Jukarta
Teunami. World leaders
| in Jakarta for talks

effort and there are stronger
contributions than might be
the case without o summit,”

The warld has ‘r!edgod
£2.278 billion in aid as hun-
dreds of tons of emergenc:
supplics of medicines, fuoc{
clean water and shelier (looids
into tunami-hil arvas by air,
sea and road,

Annan is expected (o an-
nounee a major LN, tunami
appeal at the Jakarta confer-
ence, which will also discuss
the possibility of an immedi-
ate freeze of debt payments
by uffected countries

But some analysts opined

Daily Triasd

The International Mon-
ctary Fund has said ealculst-
ing the economic itnpact of
the disaster would have to
walt until immediate humani-
tarian are mel.

The relief effort has faced
enormous hurdles, The glant
waves destroyed hospitals,
dumaged airports and washed
awwiny roads and bridges. And
the sheer number of aid or-
ganisations Mooding into
Asin, big and small, has posed
coardination problems and
created bottlenecks

“I think what we really
want 10 do is make sure the

that concrete long-term reha-  money that has been pledged
bil and fion  amd the that are on
plans depend on detiled as-  the way are y anicl ap-
sessments diMicult to make at rintoly distnbuted to deal
a time when thousands of the m the need.” Secretary of
dead are not yet buried and  State Colin Powell said on
some isolated areas have oaly  Tuesday afier he arrived in

Jjust been reached.

Europe observe three-minute
silence for victims

illions of people
across the UK and
Europe have ob-

served o three-minuic silence
yesterday to remember the
150,000 killed by the Asian
IR

The silence started in Brit-
ain at 1200 GMT, but was held
acroes Europe one hour earlier.

Ty Blair has prodicted the
Rritish Government will even-
tually give “hundreds of mil-
Tioes™ of pounds in sid 1o coun-
trics hiit by the tsusami.

it was his first public com-
fhent since returning from his
holiday in E;

M Blair wld B8C Radio4's
Toxbay programme that he had
boen “intimately involved™ in
“all decisions at ull imes” de-
sprite being abioad.

Acrons Europe, people paid

Jakarta

their respects by observing the
silence at 1100 GMT.

Mr Blair observed the si-
lence, in private st Downing

Stnoet,
Chuncellor Gordon Brown
ined Welsh First Minister
M s prvark thve re-
membrmnce i Candifl.

In the UK, Nags few at hall
mast on government buildings
and at Buckingham Palace.

The houschold also ob-
werved the silence, a Palace
spokeswoman co L

HBritons paid their respects
affer plodgng £76m ko the Dis-
asters. Emergency Commitice
(DEC) 10 assist victims of the
[EFRT

Television services on BBC
One, .Two and News 24 ob-
served the silence together
with the corporation’s maln
national radio stations.

Moumers in Brussels re-
spected the three-minute si-
lence at 1100 GMT

The three-minute silence
was suggested by the Luxem-
bourg EU presidency last
weck.

The German stock ex-
motionless in the streets of
Stockholm, Sweden, and
mourmners stood shoulder to
shoulder in Paris.

T huorsday, Junaury 6, 204
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UB International
Bank Limited said
N it has embarked on

| By Ahmed I, Shekarau, |
| i Edivor

= nrm

| a private pl exercise
(PPE) aimed at raising N9.3

| billion equity funds as a first

step towands the actualuation
| of its strategic plan to meet
the N25 billion new capital

exercise would be applicd for
rapid ion of d i

mum recapitalisation stipu-
lated by the CBN, notwith-
standing the bilateral Memo-
randum OFf Understanding it
signed recently with a fore-

branch network as well as the
establishment of foreign
branches

“The bank said that part of
the funds would be utilized for |
the enhancement of informa-
tion and icati {

on application.

Already, the bank is said
1o have dispatched confiden-
tial investment letters and
copies of its private place-
ment memorandum (o pro-
| speetive investors across the
- | country in an attempt to
| nchieve its target before the
February 2005 deadline.

& ollowing widespread
ullegations that some
financial institutions

engage in sharp practices in

| order to raise the N25 billion
re-capitalisation fund as re-

MM quired by the Central Bank
T of Nigeria (CBN), the Secu-
| MM - Abuja rities and Exchange Commis-
Abuju- CBQ 5 lsion (SEC) has announced
| Kano - Abuja .m. | the suspension of rule 64 (4)
Abuja - Kano 30p.m. of the commission's rubes and
| Kn:- Lagos T4Spm. regulations, and the prohibi-
| K " tion of unapproved advertise-
Lﬂ‘ﬂ ¢ ' ments.
| In o statement issucd by
I EAS Airlines | the mmagement of SEC. the
| { t u SEC,
Lagos « Abuja 8:15p.m. commission stated that
henceforth, all issuing com-
| HAsam punies who want to make
| t S:d5p.m. public offers of their securi-
[ Abuja - Lagos 10:15am. | ties should note that théy
| must state the specific
TASpm. | aount they require in their
Lagos-Jos  |1ASam. | prospectus.
2 | Also, “the commission
don - Lagos | 2:30pm will no lur}ga allow Ik:;,;
sorption of excess proc
Dasab Airlines | onun offer, Over-subscrip-

ADC Airline
Lagos - Abuja  E1Sam.
12:45 pm.
Abia - Lagos  8:55 am.
Lagos - Calabar 1115 am.
Calabar - Lagos 7:20am,
PiH -Lagos 945 um.

| Mast airlines operate
ramr
o week dinys

MM‘:"

tion must therefore be re-
wrned afier allotment,” the
stutement added.

SEC issues new
directives on IPOs

The commission further |

technology, revitalization of |
corporate brand and provision
of additionnl working capital
that will enable it take full
advantage OF the emerging |
oppartunities in the growth
sectors of the economy.

Upon conipletion of the
private placement, it is ex-
pected that NUB Intemnational
Bank will embark on an ini- |
tinl public offering (IPO) that |
would lead 1o its quotation on. |
the Nigeria Stock Exchange |
(NSE). |

Sources said that
of the PO will place NUB |

above the N25 billion mini- |

Anas A, Galadima,
Reporter (Business) |
Others have been accused
of not clearly stating the
amount required to be raised
in order to give room for ab- |
sorption of over-subscribed |
shares all in a bid to desper-
ately raise the N25 billion |
recapitalization fund as re- |
quired by the CBN.

Market Indicators

most
banking institution in the
<

INUB targets N9.3bn from private pl

Limited, which commenced
operations in June 2001, rose
steadily with an impressive
record of performance. The
bank recorded a profit after
tax of N343.1 million in the
financial year ended, April
30, 2004 representing a
growth of 137 per cent aver

HSBC, St

the year, while its

B

acement

total assets grew from N8.06
billion to N11.56 billion |
within the same period. |

The bank: projected for
the three years that would fol-
low its successful
recapitalization, profitsafier
tax of NG6T million, N6.2 bil-
lion and N8.4 billion respec- |
tively,

andard Chartered

vie for Korea First Bank

lobal banking giant
SBC’s efforts 1o
buy Korea First Bank
have run up against a late bid
by Sundard Chartered PLC
apparently raising the price
tag, o banking source says.
US  equity fund
Newbnidge Capital was sef o
announce the sale of its en-
tire 48.56 percent stake in
Korea First Bank (KFB) 10
HSBC Holdings PLC on De-
cember 24,
However, the announce-
ment was put on hold, spark-
i i that

lowing a due diligence study

year.

Then Standard Chartered
raised its offer 10 at least
15,000 won, E-daily said,
quoting a highly placed bank-
ing source.

‘With its hand strength-
encd, Newbridge Capital
went back to HSBC with a
new asking price of 18,000
won per share, a figure that
the British-based bank is re-
luctant to meet.

“The highest authoritics
at HSBC responded very

ing  specul
Newbridge had failed to
agree 4 sale price with HSBC.
“The competition to ac-
quire KFB is not a single-
horse mce. There is another
competitor as well,” a senior
official st KFB said.
E-daily, an Internet finan-
cinl news service, said that
HSBC had been asked to
meet a revised sale price of
18,000 won per share.
HSBC initially offered
16,000 won but cut the price
10 13,000 won per share fol-

Nigerian Inter-Bank Offered Rate

wamed that “all advery
ments and marketing niateri-
als in respect to public offers
for both local and foreign
| media must be submitied to,
| and approved by the commis-
| sioner before release to the
| public.

It would be recalled that
some of banks that have
made public offerings of their
shares for subscription have

| been accused of withholding
: money [or the oversub-
| scribed shares for some time,
| only to refund such monics
| momths later after they must
have vielded hank interests

(NIBOR)
Quotes as of : 04/01/2005,
| 7 Days 12,8750
30 Days 15,3750
60 Days 16.1667
90 Days t 167917
180 Days 16.7417
270 Days 0.0000
365 Days 16,2083
Nigerian Inter Bank Foreign Exchange
(NIFEX) Rates
Quotes as of : 04/01/2005
Bid($/=N=) Offer(S/=N=)
Spol Fixing 132,95 133.28
Tenor (Days) Swap Points  Forward Fixing

a0 1.4292/1.4324 1343792/ 1346824

60 28525/ 28580 1358025 / 1361089

S0 42701 /4.2797 1372201 / 137.5297

180 84885/ 8.5076 1414385/ 141.7576
Source: MMAN,

gatively 10 the new price
offered by Newbridge Capi-
tal,” E-daily quoted the offi-
cial ns saying.

The eventual buyer will
et the Mewbridge Stake plus
a48.49 percent stake in KFB
currently held by the stae-
run Korea Deposil [nsurance
Corporation (KDIC) in a deal
which would be worth some
1.5 trillion won (3.34 billion
dollars) in all

Newbridge purchased its
KFB stake at 5,000 won per
share in 1999 following the

Asian financial crisis which |
devastated the South Korean |
hanking industry. 1

Newbridge will ask the |
KDIC to scll its stake to |
HSBC because the 1999 con- |
tract stipulates KDIC must
sell if Newbridge make such
i request, the source said.

The sale of KFB, the
largest ever foreign invest-
ment in South Korea finan-
cinl industry, will put the |
buyer in competition with LIS |
giant Citigroup in the South
Korea banking sector.
Citigroup acquired KorAm
Bank, the country’s sixth |
largest lender, in April. |

Emerging from the 1997 |
98 Asian financial crisis, |
troubled financial institutions
here were bailed out with
state money and then sold on
1o foreign investors,

US fund Lonestar &c-
quired Korea Exchange
Bank in October last year and
its two-year lock-up period
expires in November 2008, |
enabling it 1o divest then if it
50 wishes.

Naira official exchange rates as of:

29/12/2004

N |
Currency Buying Selling Central
US DOLLAR 131.85 132.85 13238 |
POUND STERLING 255433 2573701 25640165 |
EURO 179.7116 1810746 1803931
SWISS FRANCS o 0 0
JAPANESEYEN  1.2755 1.2852 128035 |
CFAFRANCS 02651 0.2751 02701
WAUA 2037152 2052603 20448775 |
SAUDIRIYAL 35,1638 354304 352971 |

Minimum Rediscount Rate and Exjiort |
Proceeds

Rates
Minimum Rediscount Rate
Export Proceeds Per §

Change
15 000
| 0.00

Rutes as of 29122004

Bureau De Change rates
as of ; 2171272004

Cutrency
Mallar Pounds
Location  Buying Selling Buying
Selling
Lagos 137.50138.50256.00 257.00
lkeju 137.00138,00255,00 256,04
Airpant 138,00 1190025650 257.50




he Fndenl Operations
Unit (Zone “A") lkejn,
impounded smuggled
goods worth N210 million in
the lust two weeks of 2004,

Business Trust
FOU, Ikeja impounds N210m

textile,

The others were 36,750
dozens of ladies® undics, 180
bales of second hand
clothings and a 40-foot

Paily Trausr

contraband

brains behind them through
the registration numbers of
the five trucks in which the
contraband were being
conveyed.

“These trucks in our

he Organised Private

Sector (OPS) has

called for a healthy
industrial base in 2005 that
will create more
reduce import d
and the

of |

ndence
standard
ng through improved
1 20}‘ -bud
N its pw I
memoraadumn, the OPS lso

Ubursday,

Jannury 6, 20

OPS calls for healthy

industrial base

Nigerian Employers’
Consultative A

It nlsn cull:d for the

(NECA); the Nigerinn Asso-
ciation of Chambers of

its controller, Alhaji Umar  container loaded with various " Commerce, Industry, Mines
| Daura, has disclosed. electronics. mln\hf were regisered by | submitted thuu l’nr the  and Agriculture (NACCIMA)
| “Since the smugglers and Daiss disclosed: that di and | sector to be and the Manufacturers
|other economic saboteurs  though no amests were made  SOmpanics, we shall find revived, the provision of an Association of Nigeria
| nolmdlhdr with the " them and ask questions,” the | emhlmg environment was  (MAN).

“"""‘"d iy neﬁﬂons mmmm I‘: h'wfyme controller added The OPS it It called for pmrne
l.nﬂdllmdlmnllmnd [P : the pm\nnon ol‘mi‘mwc
| their contraband wherever we mlc md“stry

| find them,” Daura said while
‘displaying the seized good

before newsmen at the

The controller maintained
| that even in the face of death
| which, he described, as “part
(of the hazards of customs
job", the officers would not

relent in pursuing smugglers.

It would be recalled that
five customs officers on anti-
bunkering patrol were burnt
to death by petroleum
products smugglers at lado,
Lagos early in December,
while another was shot dead
on the Badagry highway a
week carfier.

The scized goods
included 2,076 cartons of
assorted wine, 1,355 picces of
lace material, 4,800 headtics
and 208 rolls of damask

Kaduna govt wglans Cera

oised 1o exphore available
raw malcriaks in the state,
the Kaduna state govern-
ment is proposing a Ceramic

| factory in Attakar, Kaora Local

povernment.

Also. being proposed,
nccording to Mr. David Avong,
o member of the state House of
Assembly, is o juice factory 1o be
:Ileé in Kagoro

Avong iold the News Agency
of Nigeria (NAN) in Kaduna that
the Ceramic industry being
planned under the auspices of the
ministry of womes nﬂlm wis.
almed

He explained that the j juice
indusiry being proposed for
Kagoro was o process abundaist
resources like mango, orange
and guava.

When completed, Avong
said that the two firms would
provide jobs for the youth,
enhance resource management
and improve the living
conditions of the rural dwellers.

Avong listed other on-going
projects towards insproving the
lives of people in his arca to
include the multi-million

materials
According to him, the raw
materials for bﬂlh firms were in
d continued to

g of Moroa people.

Also being exccuted is the
Fadan- Attakar-Mifi-Zangang
4.5 kilometre road as well as the

pot moulding by women in the
arca had barely scratched the
avail bale raw resources, saying
that such effarts were even “1oo
erude” for any

Tachira-Asu electrification

ol
Also being electrified, he
said, are Mallagum, Zangang,
Teonje and Zunuruk villages.
Avong  said that
“horrible” Mabushi-Jankasa-

PARTICULARS OF PROPERTIES
Housing estate comprising 3 blocks of flafs. Each block has 6 units of 3 bedroom flat and is located at Plot
No. 2384 Ndola Street, Off Michael Opara Street, Wuse Zone 5, Abuja (otherwise known as Plot No. 2384
within A2, Wuse | Disiricl), covered by Certificate Of Occupancy No. FCT/ABU/MISC.13769 registered as
No FC63 at Page 63 in Volume 63 (Cerfificate Of Occupancy) in the Lands Administration Lands Registry |
Office Abuja.
Plot No. 3 Mpape District, Abuja covered by Cerfificate Of Occupancy No. FCT/ABU/MISC.5796 registered
as No FC65 at Page 65 in Volume 67 (Certificate Of Occupancy) in the Lands Administration Lands Registry
Office Abujo. i

soon be rehabilitnied, while the

Kukum Gida-Kukum Daji road

Ilu]x\ was being pushed into
the 2005 budgpet.

O water, he said that the
mrea had received 10 borehole
projects which were shared
among its three chiefidoms.

According to him, four went
to Kagoro, with three each for
the Attakad and Moroa chief-
doms.

He said that efforts were
being made o source water from
the Attakad water spring whose
external force could lead o
Kachia from the hill.

The law maker lauded efforts
o provide facilitics by Kaduna
governor Ahmed Makarfi and
describod him as “CGod-sent™ 1o
deliver the rural dwellers from
the shackles of poverty.

Avong called for patience
from the Nigerian people as

and’ Trlul'n (BOT); Reha-
Transfer

petrochemical plant and o |
continuation of the ongoing |
proccu of retooling

lhu Hank “?lnduslry.

Banks Equity Scheme

Small and Mediun Enter- |

prises Development

of Nigeria (SMEDAN),
“Government should

adequately explore the |
patronage of locally-made |

bili
um'n and g
In its views as contained
in the latest "NACCIMA
News” publmum. the OPS
further called for the haste-
ning of the privatization
process of the sector
and the unbundling of NEPA
uarantee constant and
uy ly of electricity.
nlx {ﬂ‘«:llw diver-
mﬁcntm of the productive

to

in raw
mnlcms to curb excessive |

foreign exchange cost of |
production by giving ade-

quate incentives to those

companies through tax |

holiday, tanfT holiday, tarifl’

protection, etc”, it sad.

The  Anti-Dumping
Commitice was also called
upon to work out 8 “modus
operandi” to effectively curb
the menace of :I.umng

ll'l"'\lx of

ke and adul

ofthe the OPS
suggested that the govemn-
ment should reir the

funds from the sale of crude
oil surplus to favour the
manuficturing seclor.
According to it, the move
will improve capacity utilisa-
tion, rcdu:c.l.t: cost of

and high level of * ‘puu.—oﬂ'
IElI\"ID(ﬂ

“This, it said, would ensure
improvement in capacity
utilisation in industries.

Reviewing the
£

mu:m;fumla P
the ing sector to

strive towands pmudms demo-
eracy dividends

assume its role as the engine
of growth.

PROPERTIES OF SOJECT NIGERIA LIMITED

The generol public is hereby nolified thal ORIGINAL CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY over the under listed
PROPERTIES OF SOJECT NIGERIA LIMITED are HELD by FSB International Bank Plc as securities for
banking facilities granted by the Bank and secured by Soject Nigeria Limited, which focilities have remained
unpaid.

At present, there are pending court cases in respect of the transaction and the properties could be liable to sale ot
the instance of the Bank.

THE GENERAL PUBLIC IS HEREBY WARNED that any person that seeks 1o acquire the properties or deal with the |
properties in any manner whatsoever does so at his/her own peril.

FSB International Bank plc

| of the

in 2004, the OPS noted that
there was no significant
improvement.




Alhaji {Dr.) Lawan Maigoroma, is the Yobe state thwﬁrﬁmﬂmm

Whmmmﬂamaomnmﬂ'

and Develog

is

Snw rNEEM being cham-

pioned by the fede

iven ity “un-Nigerian touch”.

Maigoroma also spake an other issues concerning Ihkmrm\un A ministry, for in-

mmissioner, not

lang ago you were
among those that
travelled to Argentina,

NEEDS, that is the National
Economic Empowerment
and Development Strategy
being championed by the
Sfederal government. What is
your view an the NEEDS
programme!’

LLike you said Fwas in Ar-
gentina, You sce, that coun-
try faced serious economic
problems; so much that there
were cases of political insta-
bility arising from repeated
chunges of the country’s
president within an incredible
short period of time. 50 Ar-
gentinn was a case study for
w0 mamy other reasons. “Now,
talking about this NEEDS, it
is no doubt that o well
packayed programme. But |
see it as programme that is
mot realistic. It is full of fore-
(casts without taking cogni-
(sance of the Nigerian social
| structure. Things such as our
ey e

tion of NEEDS and SEEDS.
To quote from the budget, our
governor had stated that “un-
der the SEEDS approach, of-
forts will be geared 1o em-
power s many people as pos-
sible, through such avenues
like issuance of loans under
animals traction scheme,
small ruminant fatiening,
vegetable growing, promo-
tion of handcrafis like wrii-
SUns, MAsORY, Carpentry,

plumbing, tailoring,
balkanising, iron bending,
black-smithing, battery

charging, auto mechanic re-
pairs,” and lots more.

S0 ours is just-1o give it
another name us a boost. And
do not forget that educating
the people is still & form of

stance, miy not deem it nec-
essary to fully release funds
10 an ongoing project unless
it gets o a certain stage, de-
pending on the commitment
ofthe contractors, or even the
immediate or routine needs
of the project. For instances
hospital offices may use all
the released for drugs at once,
perhaps for better preserva-
tion of drogs or other medi-
cal expediencies.

Bur commissioaer what
was the source of the
money? Was it sourced or
borrowed or was it an il
windfull from the federal
government?

Well, Lam sure you know
that the federal government
is 1o start releasing money
from the e oil this

v In
this regard, the 2005 Budget
s presented by the govemor,
has a8 wsual accorded so
much concern to cducation.
In fact the largest part of al-
locations went o education,
which received N5,74 bil-
lion, for comtinuance of our
free education policy 1o our

tians, average income, lit-
eracy level, social perveption
[ ind public analyseés were not
well noted. Tt is not renlistic
*in present day Nigeria, 1t is o
programme. for a developed
ecanomy, with already at-
tained development. but here
| we have lots of poverty and
low educational level.
NEEDS as it were, intends to
empower our people. But |
think we md 1 MOTE Prici-
T than th

people, activities of schools,
and a suceessful establish-
ment of Yobe state Univer-
wity, which has already been
planned carelully with facl-
ties identified. So education
will play a key role as part of
Yobe SEEDS.

Sometime in September,
the Yobe state government
released the sum of N2.8 bil-
lion ax capital release to
ministries which according

year, 2005, So we haven't
received any. The N2.8 bil-
lion capital relense was bor-
rowed from the capital mar-
ket, and we have since com-
menced payment, We would
complete payment by April
or S0 |I|Is year.

Buln st
éNEEDS is an unreallstlc

allocations were made w all
sectors with none left out to
ensure good governance.

Now, on politics. Some
peaple believe you are being
nursed by Governor Bukar
Abba Ibrahim for 2007 as
governor of Yobe stare?
What is your commeni on
thar?

You see,
being misun
geria. People have employed
all means, including inhuman
ways to destroy my image for
politics. But you see, | have
never in my life discussed
with anybody at all over any

mb

litics is now
wood in Ni-

The governor they are
talking about has never dis-
cussed unything with me over
2007. As a Muslim, we miust
expect death as something
comes at any time. So my fo-
cus i to consolidate and dis-
charge the responsibility. 1
now hive as a commissioner.

Some peaple see your
continuous stay a8 comimis.
sioner for finance for years,
usa poss.lblr tip 1o your 2007
cmhdacy nursed by the gov-

In s mm:h as change is
considered a good bridge be-
tween growth and develop-
ment, cantinuity is |Iw n lu'r
factor i

project

— Yobe finance commtss:oner

His Ex¢ellency, Governor
Bukar Absba lbraliim is a very
talented administrator, | be-
licve as the state’s chiel ex-
coutive he knows exactly
what he is doing. He is intel-

ance commissioner

bt about that. And | be-
lieve he holds the develop-
ment of Yobe dear to his
heant. So people should allow
the governor and wish Yobe
government well; while we
avoid insinuations, bitter

the federal government. That
of the federal government
was collected and invested
and those who gave
it may have projected their
interests in terms of alloca-
tion, Now, depending on the
target, Iulm play key roles in
This

cal
m:ys “that seem tailored by
intermational financial instiu-

tions, such as the World Bank.
and IME." Pethaps some of

o the state g was fo

be used for three months.

How would you describe the

use of the money?

You see, that money was
vy il i

‘was the target of Yobe state.
The idea of a loan is to set
the ball rolling for projects.
50 it makes your budgetary
ions already commii-

those manning our
lu-.luy,h-pp:nmbepmdmu

used b y of
on-going projects, such as
road ion, housing,

But Hon. Commissioner,
'd’m-iu the 2005 Budget

' uis like @ business envi-
| ronment. Some times you use
a popular trade murk to sell a
product which may have a
different package. It is just
like saying Dangote Super-
market, which may nol be
(owned in anyway by Dangote
or which may have a differ-

water supply, education, and
what have you, And you will

agree with me that the minis- -

ted. So by the time the money
‘comes it is used to pay back
some loan. And you will note

_lﬂ-md- |

ligent and open minded, no

politics and all rumours,

.r_ KATSINA STATE POPULATION AND

' DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMME

PROGRAMME ADVISORY UNIT (PAUYMATE
AND CHILD HEALTH WELFARE C
KOFAR-KAURA,
MINISTRY OF HEALTH, KATSINA:
PHONE: 065-433682, oamnma

i

1
1
|
|
: ‘

TERMS OF REFERENCE \ s ',P~
\\
Under the direct supervision of Programmie Adviser in. Kallllu (A pe'
The Sccrctary shall perform the following: /
ily 10 the P

- committed
wpmgecuﬂnlmsme-

times act as checks o finan-

mdmdw_uhlnnmm
are aware that every Wednes-
day we carry out o weekly
executive council mecting
chaired by His Excellency
[Ih: gnw:runr], and before

the meetings all plmmmlu
ten 1o the agenda, they ask
questions, and gquestions are
entertuined.

So these allocations have

mmhl‘wuh:'{obu b«.npullom:bylhcunv
d:eBEE[“‘ by our and | am sure
is justa fi jssi of

mml of our economic pro-

of human develop-
ment, rural transformation
and economic corporale
building for our people. We
intend to employ or effect our
SEEDS on a practical plat-
form as Governor Bukar
Ibrahim - has since com-
menced even before the creas

would entertain questions.
People can also testify, and
press men can also visit
project sights 1o see for them-

(=8

S0 | may not conclude
that the money has been fully
utilised within three months

We alsa pay back loans
prompily. So far the major
loan was the N2.8 billion
release, which will be

fully paid I:grApnI this year.
Back ta the issue of the
2005 Budget, how would
you describe the Yobe

Like the title reflects, it is
 “budget of economic trans-
formation and poverty alle-
viation It is & budget that

Mmmwmwumm .

-dlﬁz:hmmwm
|3, Arfinge appotntriients and maintain supervisor's calendar.

7. mngmamlhhl;hﬂheﬂlmhumw

8. Receive visilors and moﬂ!clﬂ functions meetings/ warkdhogs,

9. Draft replics to routi and

10. Search for information and propare briefing matenals for supervisor,

1| M-hudnllmnrn-m addresses and telephone numbers of those associated with the
ion of the State Prog:

1 M:kmlmmmlanmw‘mmlmmmm&bnl,smmm

and International Organizations, and

13. Perform any ather dutics as may be assigned by the Katsina Govemnment, the State Programme,

Adviser or the UNFPA.

QUALIEICATION

mhununmwswmw%uWSyunwwmmwh&m|
Literate with knowledge of WP 5.1, 6.0, Off 1
Lotus 1-2-3. Must be an indigene of Katsina State.

TYPEAND DURATION OF CONTRACT
Fined Term: One year in the fird instance with

ity of renewal ingg on sati ¥

targets at in our
drive to meet the social ex-
pemwal’nur people.
estimated at
N.‘ll 1 billion, ook cogni-

zance of all aspects of social
needs-in Yobe state. Logical

REMUNERATION: In sccordatice with United Nations stipulated salary scale for Project Siaff

Interested candidates should l‘nmrdlhhlpphulm inchuding CV 1o the address above within
two wecks of this pablication. All appli
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thermal pawer energy station at Moldove.

Benue to build electric| power plant

enue government is
sel to build an
independent electric

| power plant this year, Gov.
George Akume has said.
Submitting the 2005
budget proposal to the staie
legislature in Makurdi,
Akume said N250 million had
been allocated for work 1o
begin on the power plant.
The governor said the
need for an altemative energy
source, 1o be known as the
| Katsina-Ala hydro-electric
| power project, was based on
“the inability of NEPA 1o
meel its obligation of power
supply™ to the state.

According to him, “the .

epileptic power supply 1o the
state, with its attendant
negative impact on our
development efforts, has been
u source of concem to this
administration. The introdu-
ction of this power source is
([ |m|1m\-: CIII the Cllﬂlng

Shell saves

situation.™

Akume expressed his
hope that “when the plant
becomes functional, the
state will be in a position o
extend supply to neigh-
bouring statcs which are
also suffering from the
same dilemma”

Extension of power o
necarby states, he said,
would generate more reve-
nue for the stute and thereby
lessen its over-dependence
on the federation ucnunl

orld oil prices
fell as traders
geared up for

the latest weekly snupshoy
lml‘ US commercial crude
| inventories.

New York's main

$500,000 a

month on ramp barge |

ith
wmduclmnufn
modified
Double Ramp barge used for
work over operations of
wells, the Shell Petroleum
Development Company
(SPDC) says it saves about
£500,000 & month,
The Ramp barge is used
| to re-enter a well to carry out
repairs which occur over
time as wells produce.
Senior Drilling Engineer,
SPDC, Mr. Sam lkuku
explained to newsmen in
Lagos on Tuesday that
“instead of the conventional
lift barge used for such
opu:mi?m. the Ramp Barge
is now in use”.
| “We deployed the barge
| for workover campaigns for
‘!Iuwn!!l in Egwa field and
| it was very successful,” he
said.

| Huku pointed out that the

Aﬁnmuﬁmﬁdﬂm
o+ e

completed years ago.but

re-installed with gas Lift [

mandrels,

“The project invalved
the use of a hydraulic
workover unit and lift
barge,” he said,

He said that the model
of the Ramp barge
acquired by SPDC was
modified to suit the wells
and its environs.

The Drilling Manager
further explained that the

Oil prices fall ahead
of US inventory

Meanwhile, Akume has also |
announced plans by his |
government to improve the flow
of raffic in Mukurdi by putting
up street and traffic control
lights at the cost of N40D
million this year.

About N250 million had
been set aside for electrificaton
of rural areas, he said, adding
that the North Bank area of
Makurdi had a special
wllocation of N20 million “for
it 1o be properly hooked up to
NEPA mmly

data

contract, light sweet crude for |
delivery in February, fell 25 |
cents 1o 43.66 dollars o barrel, |
after closing up 1.79 dollars on |
Tuesday. |
In London, the price of |
Brent North Sca crude oil for |
delivery in February lost 31
cents 1o 40.73 dollars a barrel,
[ having finished 67 cents higher
| on Tuesday,

Crude oil prices had risen
sharply a day earlier on
forccasts of colder weather in |
the United Sates following a |
mild spell.

Predicted changes in
temperatures riised concems
about low supplies of heating
fuel during the northern
hemisphere wmm

Analysts were fi

Tirus Thu

v danuary 6,

P NURISOH
I@ Thark You Menase

The Director, Management and Staff of the National Veterinary Research

ivmrs [ Vieterinary Research and Vaceine Production in Nigeria, wish to thank
Excellency, Chief Oluscgun Obasanjo, GCFR, President and
Commander-In-Chicf of the Armed Forces, Federal Republic of ngom for
hu maj;nummny and more than passing interest in NVRI which made

['the BOth ann yof the Institute a huge success.

We are particularly happy with the able representation of His Excellency by
the Special Adviser 1o the President on Agniculture and Omm. Peoples
Democratic Party (PDP), Chief Audu Ogbe, MFR, who also chaired the
official Opening Ceremony of the Anniversary.

Our gratitude go in no small measure to the Chief Host and Honourable
Minister of Agniculture and Rural Development, Mallam Adamu Bello, Dan
Iyan Adamawa; Bw(nwnmnf?iawwwaa&uu.Mr
Excellencies Chiel Joshua Chibi Daniye and Alhaji (Dr) Abdullahi Adamu
(Sarkin Yakin Keffi), and the representative of the Adamawa Stale Govemor,
the Honourable Commissioncr of Agniculture, Adamawa State, Mr. Kobis for
their personal participation in the events marking the Opening Ceremony.

The presence of Distinguished Scnators, Chairman House Committee on
Agriculture, Honourable (Dr) A. Lawan, and other Honourable Members of
the House of Representatives, the former Govemor of Pluleau State and a
Chieftain of the Peoples Democratic Party, Chief Solomon Daushep Lar,
Plateau State PDP Chairman; the Speaker Plateau State House of Assembly,
Honourable Simon uhngwuw.umoruupmmum of
Assembly, ishighly acknowledged.,

Mention oo must be made of His Royal Majesty, the
Victor Pam, His Royal Highness Oba (Dr) K. A. O. Sansi, Obell
Emir of Yauri, His Royal Highness Alhaji (Prof) Zayyanu Abdu
many other traditional rulers who came from far and near to

Gwom Jos
nfﬂuﬂ

the
llahi and
grmelihe

Da

Our special thanks 1o Prof. S. U. Abdullahi, Vice Chancellor, Ahmadu Bello
University, Zaria for his scintillating Keynote Address as well as the various

ists and all the distinguished
pmmpamsmmePtmarySemmmﬂﬂaSpnpmdedunngﬂn week.
Qur thanks also go 1o the Vice-Chancellor Adamawa State University, Mubi,
Prof AbdulRaluman Ghaji,

We acknowledge the presenee of the South Affican team from Onderstepoort
Biological ucts Lid, South Africa, who communed with
the Institute all through the week, and actively participated in all our activities.

Although our distinguished guests from all over the country and beyond are
100 numerous to mention, we must find space 1o say thank you o the following
who graciously participated in the evenls: Pa(Dr) R. O. A. Shonekan, the first
Principal of Laboratory Technology Training School, Vom, the Director-
General of the Mational Institute for Policy und Strategic Studies (NIPSS)
Kuru, Major-Gcnaul Martin Chukwudi Osahor, the President and Members
of the Nigerian Veter Medical A {NVMA), the President and
Members of the Veterinary Council of Nigeria, Directors of the Federal
Mlmyofmmlmuﬂu»uﬁnmolhﬁkmdl Instituies and the
President Poultry A jon of Nigeria, Chief T. Badmus.

Spccmﬂﬂnksmyulolheﬁﬂhwmgwhncamemlmmallﬂmr

rise in stockpiles of US
distillates, which incluce winter
heating fuel, when the US

lishes its latest

exercise | 1 “killing
of the wells, removing the
Christmas tree and pulling
the old tubings™.

“In some cases, old
perforations
squeezed off and new sand
perforated, new tubings
are then run and Christmas
Tree installed,” he added.

According to him, the
uwngs Were enormous
and the new Ramp barge
have been deployed to
Jones Crock fickd for

operations |

wunkly crude oil inventory
report lnter Wednesday.

“Even if there is a build (in
stocks), | expect it won't be very
bag."” said Eswaran Romasamy,

| harvels to 489 million. -~

ensure (he success of the Anniversary namcly: the
lmegmod Dwryl-'m (IDF), producers of Farm Fresh Produets, Katchey Nig.
Lid. Lagos, Zayo Nig. Lid., Grand Cereals and Ol Mills Ltd. Zawan, Spring
Waters (Nig) Lid. Jos, Tumer Wright Nig. Ltd, Animal Care Lid Lagos, Jos
Inlemational Brcwu‘ia.Admelg;cl‘.u,ngmm Bottling Co. Jos and all
the various Companics that exhibited

“The contributions made by the Host Communities (Vwang, Turu and Kuru),
ﬂtngmmMuhaumlthemnﬂptblwmﬂmmmmmmw

the Singapore-based director | | MEMOLY. While appreciating contributions made by all our well wishers in all
for energy information provider | | forms to the progress of the Irmu.ltc,wcwmnmwmionm we are
Platts. poised to justify the confidence reposed in the Institute.

The US govermment's last
petroleum stock report showed Thank you and God Bless.
that distillates — mostly heating
fisel and diesel — fell 800,000 | | D (Mrs) Lami H. Lombin, (MFR)
Im&u:m: --lnimmIl i Director/Chicfl Exccutive,

uing fuel stockpiles Veteri

 tioos deapped 0 miated [ w nary Rescarch [nstiute,

lmm(NVRl}Vom.mpwmdeloGodforlmrulodebuumnﬂﬂ i
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IST-TIER SECURITIES

| COMPANY NAME g
AGRICULTURE/ ED

| BVITIRLEA OIL PALM PLC

THE OSQMI.I OIL PALM MPANY PLEC

lI.MJ MARK HA |
IN‘NIU-A’II(!NAL HP!(‘IMN'I BANK PLE.
INLAND BANK leu-l\lnﬂ.ll [
INTEI(’UN‘IINI: TAL BANK PLC |
LION BANK OF NIGERIA
MANUI‘AI;'TU’I.(E]R! BANK NIGERIA FLC

STJ\NIJJ\IID T!UB'.I' BANI

st !AHK“I:\D'IIQN‘L IANK Pl.c
JON BANK NIGEIA PLE,
IVF.I.IM. TRUST DANK PLC

EMA BANK PLC.

f!m BANK PLC

Secter Totals

HREWERIES

e

ar Tatals
| IU‘II.DIHﬁ MA'I‘I'.RIAM |
ASHAKA CEMENT PLC
Ili:N'IJI! CEMENT COMPANY PLC.
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organ Stanley cuts
Thailand’s growth forecast

investment bank, Morgan Stanley has lowered
Thailand's economic growth forecast this year to 5.7
pcmnlﬁmd.l)punﬁlduwmlmplc(orlbc
wdlmanhmwnmmw
While the affected Thai provinees account for ooly 2.7

| percent of the country’s gross

visit resorts in the affected provinces, it notod.

*“We think Thuiland risks schieving only 75-80 percent of |

forecast for 2005," said

the report by Morgan Stanley’s chiel Southeast Asia
| economist, Daniel Lian.

The ulk of the impact is expected be felt in the first quanier

this year.
The report said, however, that the strength of the rest the

the official 13.4 million tourist smivals

domestic (GDP), the

Vil mmhmﬂm mmrculld have & “multiplier effect”

mllwentmemmy Morgan Stanley said in a report on
2 Tate Tuesday.

| Nearly one-third of foreign tourists arriving into Thailand

should mitigate the effect of any shamp decline in tourist
arrivals.
MMMWWTHQDPWM

for 2005 by My P
toﬁ?pcmcm it said.

"Wlnlelhﬂrmmnhudumnldemuowmmd
2005 forecast if tourist arrivals, receipts and the multiplier effect |
lmm}mmmmmmmm“uhm
the Thai suthoritics can leverage ite fiscal and domestic

investment strength if necessary.

Morgan Stanley maintained in 4, 5 percent GDP growth

p

forecast for Indonesta as the tvunimi damage has bmlupcly_

mnmmtkmmnrmmwmwo
the December 26 earthqualke that triggered the massive waves.
*Ciiven that the energy (mainly oil and natural gas)
production facilities in Aceh or Northern Sumatra have
the ow:nl‘l damage 1o Indonesia’s

hhﬂmhmmmﬁmﬂ

Malitysia is minimal and
mmmrwmmuum

wmnl
/ populated
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OUR PAST LEADERS &
THEIR GEOGRAPHICAL ORIGIN

1 [l NORTH WEST

o> [ NORTH EAST

3 [l NORTH CENTRAL
4 W SOUTH EAST
5 [ SOUTH WEST

6 - SOUTH SOUTH

THE FACT OF THE MATTER

S0OUTH - SOUTH
NIL

—

—

—_

—

Alhaji Shebu Shagar

Gen Murtals Muhammed
Gen. Muhammadu Buhari
Gen., Sani Abacha

Alhaji Tafawa Balewa
(Prime Minister)

Gen. Yakubu Gowon
Gen. Ibrahim Babangida
Gen. Abdulsalami Abubakar

Dr. Noamdi Azikiwe
(President)
Gen. Aguiyl Tronsi

Gen. Olusegun Obasanjo
Chief Ernest Shonekan
Chiefl Olusegun Obasanjo

NIL

(Oct 1, 1979:Deg -, 1983)

(July 29,1975-Feb 13, 1976)
{Dec 31, 1983-Aug. 27 1985)
(Nov 17, 1993-June 8, 1998)

(Oet 1, 1960-Jan 15, 1966)

(July 29, 1966-July 29, 1975)
(Aug 27, 1985-Aug 26, 1993)
(June 9, 1998-May 29, 1999)
(Oct 1, 1960-Jun 15, 1966)
(Jan 15, 1966-July 29, 1966)
(Feb 14, 1976-0ct 1, 1979)

(Aug 29, 1993-Nov 17, 1993}
(May 29, 1999-Date)

(1960-DATE)
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RECRUITMENT OF RATINGS INTO THE NIGERIAN NAVY
NNBSTS BATCH 2

“Ihe Nigerian Kavy wishes bo infirm the generul public thai there will be
a nationwide recruitment exercise of ahle bodicd yourg men imd women
it the Service from 21-26 March 2005,

Al interested perons are required 10 purchase the applicution form in
any of the following centres: h

a Al iranches of Sendard Trust Bank - Natiomwide

b Nigerian Navy Engineetiog College, Sapele.

. NNS DELTA. Naval Base, Warri,

Naval Unit. Mogadish Cantonment. Abujs.

NNS PATHFINITER, Naval Pase, Port Harcours

Nigerian Navy Sevondary School Horokiel, Port

Harcoun.

",

3

d.
e
I

NNS VICTORY. Naval Base. Calabar.

Kigerian Navy Finance and Logistics
Cracrrinta

NNS WEY,0fo Lagon.

13
h

-~

(3

-

Prmpective candidaten or the exercise are fo report 3t the onal
recrmitment cenitees ehsen for their respective states of origin ot shown
below, )

-

(0]

)

L
S

Zone A
et

- F T

EM

& |ZoneF | Ri

tzm-c
| Zone D
|'me

NAF Base Kano
State Stadium, Uyo,

=®

=

(3]

variou.

Signed
Navy secretary
for Chief of the Naval Staff
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Category A - Artiflcers: OND i Marine. Mechaniical
ElecrricalMlecronies  Egincering  and st alo  possos
SSCE/Equivalent with credin in Mathewatics, Physics, English
Language and 2 passes in any other subjects.

Category Bl - Electrical/Engine Koom Mechanics and Technicians

OND in Marine, Electncsl and yust also
SSCE/Equivalent with credits in Mathematics, Physics and

Comguter  Programwwing et
Progrsmuming or Cily sid Gurilds in relevant fiekd will be connsdered.
Category DI - Sewman: SSCEEquivalent with 1 credity including Daglesh
| anypisage. Mithernalics and passes b any 2 other subjocin
Servey Recorders:  OND in Land  Swevey amed
Mahermatics  and

Erplinh Lamguage. :

Category U3 - Physical Training Tostructors: SSCE / bqurvalent with 3
crodies in English Language, Heablh Education. Biclegy/lbealth Science and 2
paemven in any odher subjects. Main cowphasie sie interest and proven takents in
aports, ot beast ot State Championship.
D4 - Chirtstian Religlous Affafrs:  Charch Asaistant must have 1
credins in SSCEEquivalent including CRY, English Language and 2 pusses in

Category E2 = Store Asshstantst SSCE Tyuivalent with 3 credits in English
Langusge. Fconarmes and Mathematics, 2 patess in sny other sijeets.
Category E3 - Cooks: abens with 2 credits sad 2 Passes ingluding
Englith |anguage snd Home Economics o Food Numrition. Other catering.
qualification i am sdded advantage.

Category E4 - Stewards: alent wilh 2 pesses inchading Englah
Language and Home Economics or Fool Nutriton. Waser qualification and
proven vewad expenicnce i 3 Star Hoocl iy on added advantage. ; Qﬁ‘
Cutegory F1 = Medical Awistant: SSCE / Fagaivalent with 3 credits in Engl '9:1
Language, Chertsistry snd Miokogy | lealth Schorce. A pans (s Mathomarics $$

e wdvantage. S

Categery F2 - Midica) RecorowOecnpotional Therapy: 7, %\P
ONDV Profoaskoesd Quealslicution i addivie mssl‘l'-.'um\-lcv!:"- 1
Finghish Language, Muthermaics. Bialogy | Heoalth Saence.  *
Categury ¥3 = Physintheraps/Poblic TlealihiDental Thergyy !
Ansistant;  ORDVTrofk | Qualifi i bt w RECE
with ) erodits in' Engliah Language. Chommary, Dinlogy, or Meul

anct BiologyrHeslth Secince in GUESSCE
Category N - Fiducation: NCE [n Science/An/ Techmcal sibjocts.

|

P S S ) U=t

st

st b of Nigerian arigin by birth

st be borween 1622 years and i of 26 yoars for candidas with higher
qualification

(Nurses, NCE. OND, holders) and drivers cic.

st b medically it and must not be fews than

1.068m tall for males and 1.63m for fenmales.

ot bee free from any provious conviction

by @ count of law oa criminal grounds.




shift by the Central

Bank of Nigeria of its

2004 seminar for Busi-

ness Editors and correspond-

ents from Zamfara State 1o

Bauchi state deflated the joy

and excitement of witnessing

the practice of the sharia le-

gal system by its currently
acelaimed arrow head.

But the fact that Bauchi
state and its governor, Alhaji
Ahmadu Adamu Mu'azu
have been in the news of late
far some positive develop-
ments was enough modifica-
tion as one set off from L.
gos with gusto. The excite-
menis shifled from witness-
ing the practice of sharia in
Zamfara o assessing the
much trumpeted miracles of
Mu"azu, whether they are real
or just on the pages of news-
papers.

For most of us in that jour-
ney all the airport procedures
after landing in Jos, Plateau
state was just perfunclory as
our coaster bus set off to-
wards our destination with-
out much ado.

We drove from the airport
al Hypang past the rocky,
uneven Plateaus of Jos, at o
steady speed until we
reached Jos East Local Gov-
ernment Arca before we en-
tered Toro in Tudun Wada
Toro Local Government Area
in Bauchi state, just afier the
Plateau-Bauchi State border.

From our observation af-
ter the Panshang bridge and
passing  through the
Panshany mountains, which
stretched from Plateau to

One of the caves at Yankari, Bauchi State.

Bright Ewula, Deputy i
Business Edigor (Lagos)

Bauchi, it was obvious that
the two states share a lot in
terms of topography, No
wonder, the country side of
Bauchi roads arc smoother
than most all over the coun-
try. Perhaps, if the Eastern
jparts of Nigeria need to im-
port roads Bauchi could be
the place to come

We soon  reached
Zaranda Hotel at the out-
skirts of Bauchi town. One
was beginning to think that
although Bauchi is more of'a
rural siate, it could compele
favourably with Platean
state, considering develop-
ments in the areas of tourism
and of course, peace, which
is why Bauchi’s is described
as the pearl of tourism. How-
ever, Zaranda is not as mag-
nificent as one expected.

Soon after arrival, there-
fore, we strolled into town in
search of the its hospitality
potentials, Our search ok
us to Awalah Hotel, ihyn
Muiduguri/Ningi rosd, and
then ta the new G.R.A, where
we saw Hazibal suites and
Polycon Guest Inn, which
were small out fits already
fully booked

The state Hotel in Tafawa
Balewa road and others
could serve our purpose un-
til we got te Obuna Royal
Hotel, Apparently, the search
enabled us 1o crisscross the
capital and sample what it
had 1o offer. It was obvious
that Mu'wen’s achievement in

terms of road network was
okay and also indicated that
he has real work to do ifhe is
serious about turning the
state into a toarist haven. Al-
together, one was aware of
the well paved roads, but felt
that the hype over the gov-
emment’s record in what ap-
jpears a rural arca wias not re-
alistic.

My doubt was, however,
erased the following day by
no other person than the
CBN governor, Professor
Charles Soludo who declared
that what the state govern-
ment has achieved in this dis-
pensation is nothing short of
# revolution, considering the
situation of Bauchi in the
past. | was a first time visitor
in the state and | was com-
paring it with other places in
the north that | know.

On that breezy harmaran
day of November 30, the
CBN spokesman, Mr Tony
Ede, announced 1o the par-
ticipants at the seminar on
the on-going consolidation
efforts of the apex bank that
in order to make the event
more eventful they would be
embarking on a visit to the
famous Yankari Games re-
serve, One never knew how
exciting the visit could be,
and never paid attention 1o
Mr Ede’s warnings severally,
that it had to be carly if we
ctually sec the vari-
ous animals of the park in the
wild

He also warned the ladies
on the entourage that they
should stay close 1o men b

were

Recalling a visit to th

Charles Sabud: z.

CBN . Prof.
the recent CBN seminar in Bauchi State.

cause baboons are known to
abduct ladies but | didn’t be-
lieve him.

December 2, 2004, we set
off for Yankari. The “sights™
on our way were miainly mud
huts in some places in lone-
some fields, in others in ¢lus-
ters. In the main landscape on
your way to Alkaleri local
government area where the
topography was, generally
flat and one could see miles
whead, but for the occasional

rocks and bolders, we by
jpassed farmers in the Alkaleri
country side busy on their
farms. As our bus passed
some of the locations some
af the farmers would rise and
simply stare at us, Some
would wave at us, while oth-
ers just stood al hands
akimbo with expressionless
faces, The Fulani herdsmen
we encountered and their
young ones, strangely, were
muinly dark skinned with their
hats and trade mark “duba™
like cloths. The wonder, how-
ever, was that most of the
cows that grazed in the fields
were white skinned

Despite the evident won-
derful work by the state gov-
emor around the capital and
his electrification of the rural
arcas of Bauchi the road to
Yankari has quite a good
number of bumps, which
jolted and rocked our buss
severally as fellow journal-
ists on the journcy argucd
over the length of time that
should be expended on the
tour. Some of them wanted o
return (o their bases that day.

On  reaching
Drinafima near Wikki camp, we
discovered that it had dried
result of the

River

up as @
hermattan. The camp was
43km to our destination.
Soon, we arrived Maraba
Gate, which had o round bun-
galow Beside it A guard

o

e i -
flanked by bis Deputies Mr. Tunde Lemo and Dy, Shams

handed a tally 1o our driver
who informed us that the
road was worse from that
point onwards? We found
that out ourselves. Il was so
deplorible that our bus was
forced to slow down. From
that poini, nonctheless, the
forest beca cher and o
signboard warned all visitors
who cared 1o read it tha
mals have right of way.” Also
the air became cooler.

One of us started o dis-

I &4
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e
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P Shamsudeen Usman during

emssion by saying that the
faderal government should
&= ashamed of the rough
ssad, but another opined that
e deplorable state of the
sed might have been delib-
emtcly ignored to give tour-
s 1 feel of the wild. We were
wld Later that » smooth road
weuld lead to the death of
wild animals which at times
wmss the road unaware of
sdvancing vehicles that
ceuld run them down. Actu-

ally, Maraba serves as the
point where the reserve was
separated from the other
parts of the stute.

Al a point, one of the jour-
nalists urged the driver to
stop for him to urinate. The
driver refused and pleaded
with him to endure a while,
to which he replied that he
couldn’t do so any longer. A-
loud Taughter erupied in the
coaster bus after which oth-
ers agreed that he was free
to do it in the bus, Another
round of laughter rented the
air as the driver raised speed,
pretending he did not hear,

The immediate gate 10
Yankari was non-descript
upart from a large green sign-
board with the inscription
“welcome to Yankari game
reserve” before which stood
about three electric poles on
the cither side of the road, the
enclosure which serve as the
abode for the stafl. The en-
closure also has some cha-
lets for tourists, a primary
school, a museum, restaurant
and a few other amenities.
Nevertheless, with the noise
being made aboul the reserve
currently and even in the last
several years the infrastruc-
ture in Yankari leaves much
1o be desired.

According to the camp

commandant, Yohanna
Saidu, who ook us to the re-
serves , it was

1991. Apart from housing a
range of animals in the wild,
the reserve has a cave, four
warm springs namely Wikki
warm spring (31oc), Gwann
(33oc), Dimil (350c),
Mawulgo (29-300c) and
Tungan Matiki cold spring.

Yankari games rescrves
has a land mass of 2244, 105
w4 km. 1 s located in the Sa-
vannah zone with rivering
arcis and thick forest. The
cave al the games reserve
was discovered in 1980 by
Ahmadu Maka who pointed
it out w the leader of the
team of archacologist on tour
of the reserve then. Mr, I J.
Marshall.

From the records at the
reserve the highest recorded
number of tourists, visit 1o
the reserve was in 1985 when
34,948 tourists came calling.
The lowest recorded was in
1998 when the total was
9,454, it rose 10 34,054 in 2001,

It could be recalled that
1985 was the last year of Gen-
ernl Mohammadu Bahari's
regime and the resumption of
Gieneral Ibrahim Babangida
s the head of state. The flow
of tourists to Yankari seemed
1o have slowed down during
the 1 Ad

. -

o ST Rhas TN
af the Yankari Games Reserve, Bauchi State.

Two Babo

Programme (SAP) years and
worsened during General
Sani Abacha and General
Abdulsalami Abubakar's re-

founded and demarcated in
1956 by Robert Cuthart, but
was officially opened in 1962
afier Nigeria's impendence, It
became a national park in

gimes, a period widely known
us the June 12 era. The flow
from the figures in Yankari,
rose in 2001 after the incep-

in different directions in

down again last year 2003
with the worsening commu-
nal conflicts in the middle
belt, far-north and Niger
Delta.

After our visit to the mu-
seum most of us, who had left
their hotel rooms around
6.30am invaded the reserves
bar for refreshment before
ﬂhuh'qw back into the ar-
chaig trutlewaiting in the
sun. Others climbed back 10
their bises. We then moved

search of the games of the
wild.

We arrived Yankari at
around | lam and the sun was
already high up.That was
why we could see many ani-
mals. | saw a giant monkey
run across our path. The
sights of Baboon, water-bug,
erocodile, and antelope made
my year. Apart from sighting
these animals on television
and at Enugu z00 many years

ago, the visit to Yankari af-
forded me the opportumnity of
doing so,

Wherever the CBN an-
nual seminar for business
editors and correspondents
holds, you can observe that
the siate governor there is a
performer, This is far oulside
the realms of politics, |

All possibilities point to |
the fact that the next seminar |
may hold in Calabar the capi-
tal of Cross River State.

From the records at the reserve the highest recorded
number of tourists, visit to the reserve was in 1985 when
34,948 tourists came calling. The lowest recorded was in
1998 when the total was 9,454. It rose to 34,054 in 2001.
It could be recalled that 1985 was the last year of General
Mohammadu Bahari’s regime and the resumption of Gen-
eral Ibrahim Babangida as the head of state. The flow of
tourists to Yankari seemed to have slowed down during
the Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) years and
worsened during General Sani Abacha and General
Abdulsalami Abubakar’s regimes a period widely known
as the June 12 era. The flow from the figures in Yankari,
rose in 2001 after the inception of democracy and went
down again last year 2003 with the worsening communal
conflicts in the middle belt, far-north and Niger Delta.

.



The Chancellor of the Federal University of Terkuotan. Akuire ri* UTA), whao is also the |
Emir of Lafia, Alhafi Isa Agwai Il congratulating Governor Bukar Abba Ihrahim of Yobe

State after the conferment on him of an honorary doctor degree In Environmental |

Technology by the University, Akure.

University distributes
motor-cycles to staff

banyi State Univer Chancellor of the Univer-  reducing lateness and in-
Emly. Abakaliki  sity, Prof. creasing productivity.

(EBSL), has distrib- Fidelis Ogah, distrib- He explained that with
uted 72 motor cycles, val-  uted the motor cycles on  the acquisition of the mo-
ued at N7,92 million to * Thursday in Abakaliki tor cycles it was expected

staff, to alleviate their said the project that workers would be
transportation The Vice - was a major step, aimed st more punciual, efficient
and dedicated to their du-

ties.

Ogah said the motor cy
cle projegt was meant o

der the first phase, would

resenting N85,000, while
the university would pay a
subsidy of 23 per cent rep-
resenting N25,000, He

to reciprocale the gesture
dedicated to dutics.

sity Registrar, Mr Christian
Ezeh, noted that the benefi-
ciaries of the scheme were
staff, who had carlier indi-
cated intereést in the
project. Ezeh said the com-
pilation of list for the sec-
ond batch had begun.

One of the beneficiar-
ies, Mr Patrick lgbokwe,

management for its initia-
tive and gave the assurance

enhance staffwelfare, add- |
ing that beneficiaries, un |

cach pay 77 per cent, rep- | jay

called on the beneficiaries |
by being cooperative and |

In a remark, the Univer- |

commended the university |

that the gesture would en- | il

Higher Education This Week

By Dr. Isaac N, Obasi , nkubasn@yahoo com :

| nhuwmwhmwlﬂ

wmmhmwm:

for eaecution i the year 2005, Hut before we pro-
dmuawwnmm
I yo-rm

cumpletion of the abandaned prajects is pro-
grossing.

inwnmmwmmm
of Owerri, which is tbe oaly one in

made in 2004 consolidated and this can be done il
the muthorithcs remain focised try accomplishing the
things alreaily proposcd for this year.

The year 2004 endeod without the usunl national

mwwm MUW&(UNM-
(ASUL). We

| um-ﬂmwmmumb
| stitutions, The case of the Obaferni Awolowo Uni-

ium,ﬂwhﬂnmumdndb
ulmdlhllll i establishing o federal university

| mwmhwwmwum

ctati

we dre tight) nine an honest, open + 'M ulﬁlVHb'
mm-nmmmuhu it g 5 |
enouggh when funds are inadequate 10 take care of m,m,l i palk """'I“""m
,mmaunmmuw = of the st 1 of
experience of OAU, we hope tht the feder v i et wwmn-
emment woukd continue o make up for the short- e g 1 i
Mdﬂﬂh*mwm e afficil st s the re-|

" i fih ot
_--Mmu‘ﬂﬂmﬂﬂﬂlu "”'w-'i
that both the and the unions h“‘“ i e
and non academnic) would work very hand to make uk PR o

ihe year 2005 a strike-free yoar. Effuns should star

now Lo tip in the bud problems that may bring whout

aintional strile again, We peay that constrsctive di-

logpe \hmhl cantinae lo prevail while the values

g o #, be widely accepted and

mqm:\ed One sure wity to schieve this is for the

Honomumble Ministerof Edveation, Prof, Falran Cwuji

i b he cietively prosactive in taking confidenice-baild-

ing initiatives. Cenfidence bulding among the ma-

| jor stakehalders it the swib-soctor i tecessary for oon-

strusctive engagiements o foutbh: This bs becasse it

s during ‘peace-time” perod that efforis should be' |

i ivitte d e it of st bk«

for & continued ind ""Immny
within the subsector.

“The extent 1o M the awm -

rextor,

. would depend larpely on the fevel af s and coop-
all the & And

:mﬁwﬁw.ﬂmhlﬂﬂd
* .-

it woud be made effective through the mp
sion of the necessary 1T infrastructers required
for its operstion, Consequently, we invite the
Hoaounsble Mimister of Edvention and the Fx-
ecutive Secretary 0F the National Universities
Commasason (N 1o the Uiniversity of Hot

sy for 30 inkpection of how the effective |
collsboration of the TT Department wnd the Fdy-

catigi Teshnology Support Unit combine to
miak {1k miothly rnnbng of e-leaming Work-
dupn!onurﬁml hmu:lhrl&cml.nl

-‘Inmudmml'l‘ﬁdlhiulllhlll-

muﬂmumh-mhmu.

whwmwwm
facilities in an Africin country, would sk serve
auﬂm wmmmmm

i prond af the guallty o work carriod out st the

University of Thadan. We therefore expect that
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etermined to pro
mote and sustain
! academic excel-

emce, University of Ahuja
WVice-Ch 1 Nuhu

Junuary 6,

2005

Science &

VC insists on adherence

the lecturers and students.

A student must attend a

minimum of 75 per cent of

the classes to qualify for the
e y

Daily

signments, among other
things.

“Also, the lecturers are
encourage 1o write quality

Yagub has enjoined stalf
and students to adhere
winictly to academic regula-
B
The vice chancellor
Sanded down the injunction
© # aforum with the News
of Nigeria (NAN) at
ekend in Abuja.
Yaqub, who assumed of-
Hice in Junc last yoar, smid
St his admini had

the

“Lecturers have boen di-
rected to record attendance
1o lectures by students. The
lecturers would be held re-
sponsible for any discrep-
ancies in such record of ai-
tendance.

To ensure fairness and
balanced monitoring, “stu-
dents oo would be given
the opportunity 1o asscss

mithited measures to im-
prove on the existing sca-
Wenic standurd of the insti-
=mon,

He said it was dishean-
eming to observe cases of
wuancy and laxity toward
e instiution’s commit-

the per of their lec-
turers,” he added
Stressing that these
measures were alroady
yielding positive results,
Yagqub said: *1 can beat my
chest that there are ne more
sharp practices either in the
area of sale of hand-outs,

books, which must go
through proper scrutiny
and must ot be forced on
students,” he said,

The vice-chancellor said
the university’s manage-
ment had already banned

Truse

to academic

sion for the university into
reality.

“Lam determined 10 im-
prove on the foundation al-
ready laid for the develop-
ment of the institution, but
I need the support and co-
operation of the staff and
students s there is noting
Fean do wlone, it is & collec-
tve responsibility,” he
added.

The vic -
promised (o Enmnu‘{r

and student welfire and de-
velopment 1o boost learning
culture und strengthendue
process mechanisms in all
spheres of the university's
conduct in order o attain
world-class standard

He, however, said that
the umiversity was suffering
from physical limitatibng

1o inndequatefunds and
urged the federal govern-
ment to redress the situa:
tion. “The physical struc-
tures need o be rehabili-
tuted, while more lecture
rooms, luboratories and
other facilities need 10 be
put in place, sa as o
uchieve a wholesome devel-
opment of the university,”
Yaqub averred,

the pulsory sale of
handouts, books and jour-
nals to students.

It s uncthical i any
university system for leciur-
ers to sale handouts fo stu-
dents, 50 we are curtailing
such excesses before it
spoil the system.” he
ndded.

Yaqub said that the uni-
versity's senute had set up
A committee to monitor such
and report back

men to g und schol- i I ar  illegal
arship by lecturers and stu-  admission mcketeering on
s this institution.”

He warned than the au-
horities would not take
sases of indiscipline and
wther negative attitude to
Seaming lightly.

“As part of measures. to
smsure allendance al lec-
sares we now monitor both

“The present manage-
ment of the university, mone
than ever before, encour-

1o it on quarterly basis, not-
ing that erring lecturers,
stafl and students would
risk various sanctions if
found wanting.

ages lecturers to laark

teach their students and 1o
also ensure that the stu-
dents are always atiending
classes and doing their as-

He appealed 10
of the university community
1o extend their hands of fel-
lowship and cooperation 1o
enable him transtate his vi-

NGO institutes

scholarshi

nop-governmental
organisation,
tleson Founda-

tion. is 1o award scholar-
ships worth N5 million 1o
five primary school pupils
and five secondary school
students in lagos this year,
The President of the foun.
dation, Mr John Festus told
the News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) in Lagos at the week-
end that the schelarship
scheme restricted (o recipi
ents in public schools
would be an annual event
Festus soid that ar-
rangements had been cons
cluded for the take off of the

1 ik mo longer in doubt
that the level of educa
onal development of

§ country determines the
e of devel of the

Education Sector in 2004

| Agency: vf Nigerio (NAN) |

ciety. Given the abovi

the educatanil sector this

efore, most af
wntld make education n
mal issue and vole
sums of money fot the
lopment of the sector

year hgs reflecred in the ac-
tivities of the secton, espe-
clully in the tectiary educa-
tioh sub-sector, hitherto

characterised by instubility,

| u_u?ugh * inadequate infra-

2004 than in the past, even_

still persisns, while
mmmn face-off with
ASUL remaing unresolbved™,

wcheme, adding that benefi-
claries who must be indi-
gent but brilliant, would be
sclected through tests and
*lucky dip”

“We are working in col-
laboration with several pub-
lic schools” administrators
and principals on the mode
of operation, in order 10
unehieve maximum results,”
the president said,

Festus said that the
foundation had already
speat more than N3 milhon
in providing books and
other teaching and leaming
muaerials 1o some schools in
the stale

scheme

According to him,
schools that benefited from
the assistance include, An-
glican Girls Grammar
School, Surulers, St
Joseph's Primary School,
Apapa, and Lagos State
University, 0jo. Others are,
the Nigerian French Lan-
guage Village, Badagry, Cur
Lady of Lourdes Primary
School, Ojueclegbs, Surale-
re; and Ire-Akari Estate
Model Primary School,
Isala,

He said that the locally
funded foundation would
extend ts assistance 1o
schoals and students in
other parts ol the country.

of ideal university au-
Lonamy for the bill to incor-

peimary eduation policy of

the sation has not been

porate the views of the com-. able to arrest the high
mitlee. Ml wehool dropout rate,

At the secondury euu- Many chilidren of pri
cation level, particUlurly in  mary school age are still out
Lagos State. ditapidated o= in th g during

frasuucture, insulficient fa-
Nlnnllmwmniul'

mlﬂrlﬂu&ur\mhm E
Jection by virious §

Vice-Chuncellors say the

[ BT, i drafed, is he oppo-
site of what an autonomy bill

should be. They therefore
Iulltlhﬂlheybclllwﬂ

udmn] hnuu Mu\y uflhw




he National Associa
tion of Polytechnic
Students (NAPS) had

cxpressed o passionate plea
o the National Assembly o
expedite the passage of the
hill establishing the National
Commission for Polytech-
nics

The plea is sequel to the
announcement by the Minis-
ter of Education, Professor
Fobian Osuji, ot a recent in-
terview on the Nigeria Televi
sion Authority (NTA) that the
bill had been sent to the fed-

NAPS calls for swift passage of bill

eral parliament for the pas-
sage,

According 1o a press
statemnent mwsued by the o
sociation in Abujs, Tuesday

January 4, the establish-
ment of the commission was
necessitated by the need to
save pulytechnic educations
from marginalisation and set
polytechnics at par with uni-
versities and colleges of edu-
eation, which have separite
menitoring bodies, in terms
of government recognition
and

NUJ flays state
of education in
Jigawa

iguwa council of the Ni
Jw:ria Union of Joumal

ists (NLU) has petitioned
Gov. Saminu Turaki agminst
what it calls the poor state of
education in his state. In a
six-point petition, signed by
the Jigawa NUJ sccrotary, Mr
Mustapha Gide, the umon
blamed government for its in-
abrility to pay students” allow-
ances in the past 12 months,

It also accused govern-
ment of cancelling the com-
mon entrance and junior sec-
ondury school examinations.

According 10 the union,
*the action has deprived stu-
dents of their rights to qual-
ity education. “In fact, it has
reduced the scope of student
enrolment from the state to
other schools across the
|country.”

The NUJ urged govern-
ment “io settle NECO and
WAEC examination fees for
students in its secondary
schools™

The association believed
the eslablishment of the com-
mission would emancipate
polytechnic education “from
the shackles and manacles of
oppression, sentiments and
discriminations,” as well as
wave it from its eurrent sec-
ond class rating

NAPS also wanted gov-
emment 1o harmonise the en-
try points and ceiling be-
twoen polytechnics and uni-
versities, sop the employ-
ment of B.5¢ bolders as lec-
turers in polytechnics and in-
stead create opporunitics for
HND holders 1o become lec-
furers in their nstitutions, as
well as recruil fresh staff for
the NCP, when established,
rather than transfer to it the
“moribund” people in the
National Board for Technical
Education (NBTE)L

The association, in the
statement signed by its Sen-
ate President, Aghoola O,
Ruhiman, wamed the govern-
ment to meet its demands be-
fore its national convention
scheduled for January 28 10
30 in Bida, Niger State, fail-
ing which the polytechnic
ﬂluh'nl.\ wunl;l :mburk ona

iger State ed
sector has received
fair from

the Education Trust Fund,

the state deputy g
Dr Zugbayi hus said,

Dr Shem Zaghayi stated
this at the commissioning of
the multi million nair block
of four class-rooms at the
Niger State college of edu-
cation, Minna,

The deputy governor,
who represented the gover-

Kashim Sule, I and
Stringer (Minna) it would allow the accredit-
. ing lulhurllleu 1o rate the
lier d a multi- ion high.
purpose educa- The deputy governor

tion centre in the state capi-
tal, saying that it repre-
sented an clevation in the
educational pursuit of the
state,

Dr. Zagbayi enumerated
the benefits of the college
of educaltion project, adding
that it would provide con-

nor B Abdolkadi
Kure, at the occasion,
stuted that the fund had ear-

A teacher with sme wof the sudenn afice clasreem.

ducive envi for
leaming while providing di-
rect inputs in terms of

maintained that the emer-
gence of the proposed uni-
wversity will not stop the col-
fege of education from func-
tioning.

Earlier the provost of the
college, Professor Ihrnhim
Adamu Kolo, told journal-
ists that his desire to make
the college a better place

He commended the state
government for continuoks

it renders the in-
stitution as it prepares to
metamorphose info o uni-
\'l'l\ll)‘.

He further said that other
factors ca crcd far

omadie education
teachers need 1o
properly implement

Interactive Radio Instruc-
tion (TR1) to be effective, Dr

Niger deputy governor commends ETF

choosing the three banks
handling the accounts of
the in tions were reli-
tionship with treasury office |
in the Central Bank and the |
volume of clearing house
activities.

The chairman of the oc-
casion, the Vice Chancellor
of the Federal University of
Technology, Minna Profes-
sor Sa'ad Tukur described
the Central Bank as the hub
of economic activities in
any given environment

The don further re-
minded the businessmen at
the occasion that the finan-
cial regulations by the gov-
ernment was to strengihien
the economy, that invesiors
should invest to create em-
ployment for the unem-
p!uycd in the country.

Commission harps on nomadic
education through radio

tred methods of teaching o
improve thew performance.,
“One way of ensuring s
unfettered access to basic
education for nomads is the

N Duahiru, Executi use ol | ive Radio In-
Secretary of the National  strugtion,
Ci for N i “Itis an and

Hdugation, made this point
in Zaria, Kaduna State.

Addressing a workshop
for nomadic teachers on
IR1, under the UBE, she said
the aim was “to update
teachers” skills on the use
of radio for classroom edu-
cation"”,

According to her, “rel-
evant raining programmes
will atso expose the teach-
ers f innovative, child-cen-

universal means of redress-
ing educational problems
worldwide “IR1 decreases
gaps between boys and|
girls; it is accessible to)
literates and non-literates|
alike and is more versatile
than television,

“That was why the com-|
mission decided to embark |
on a school-based radio|
education progrmmme,” she |
added.




Ihursday, January 6, 2005

‘ KEBBI STATE

TENDERS BOARD

Office of the Governor
' Birnin Kebbi

' INVITATION TO TENDER FOR T E|
- ENGINEERING DESIGN OF BUNZA -

- ZOGIRMA-MAKERA-NAYELWA:

’ LMA-L. A ROAD |

JUNCTION (90KM):
|

The Kebbi State Government intends to emback
‘ on the Construction of BUNZA-ZOGIRMA-
MAKERA-NAYELWA-GULMA-LAILABA
| ROAD JUNCTION (90KM), hence the general
i public are hereby invited to bid for the Engineering

Designing of this Road.

|

Al interested Organisation will be required to pay |
! non-refundable Tender Registration and Processing |
| Fees, and should have the following requirements:- !
| a. Certificate of Incorporation

b. Coren Registration |
| c. NSE Registration '

' d. Previous Experience in Consultancy Services
e. Staff strength

| f. Tax Clearance for three (3) years |

i The Proposal and the Cost for the Engineering De- |

' sign Services should reach the Office of the Secre-

tary, Kebbi State Tenders Board, Cabinet Office B/

' Kebbi, latest by 10th January, 2005,

‘ Signed

|
Abdullahi T, Yeldu -
o LI EIETE T B e LR R - |\..S..ecmm AL TR TR
T e T AT e i g b —

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST FOR

THE PROVISION OF HOTEL

Expressions of interest are hereby invited
Managers in the Hospitality Industry i
located in a vantage area of Bauchi, B
The Hotel has 184 rooms comprisingbf*

1 Presidential Suite;

5 Diplomatic Suites;

4 Exccutive Suites; and P ;,G’_,,
174 Double Rooms. I s

It has a Conference Center with capacity, {qr.!ﬂﬂn;x'mons and 2 |
Commitiee Rooms with capacity for 40 persons-eath. Other available
facilities include a Restaurant; Coffee shop; cocktail lounge and pub;
laundry; 800 KVA stand-by Generating set; Concession shops; Olympic |
size swimming pool; Garden Rest areas and ample parking space.

The services to be provided and consideration shall be in accordance
with the conditions of engagement on Management or Lease basis.
Applicants must possess proven track record of successful management
of facilities within the hospitality industry with not less than Five (5)
years experiences in the ownership ofa Hotel Management Company.

= g

'

ion, 1 to sub

To qualify for cc

are

'IJ'll:l

| following:<

i. Company profile - providing details of legal status; sharcholding;
history; general structure and organization; and Technical support |
Agreements; |

il. Experience - evidence of ownership of Hotel Management Company,
verifiable details of profitable management of hotels over the last five
(5) years; Management and key personnel (CV’s) and resources to be
deployed for effective and efficient management;

iii. Financial Statements - Budgets and Audited accounts of Company
and managed Companies for the last three years (2001, 2002, 2003);
tax clearance certificates; and revenue/cost structures and other
projections for the proposed management undertaking.

o T

iv. General - any other information and that may
the chances of the company securing the management.

Applications must be accompanied with a non-refundable application
fees 0of N150,000.00 (One hundred and Fifty Thousand Naira only)in
bank draft or certified cheque drawn in favour of Bauchi Hotels Limited,
and submitted in en (10) copies in a sealed enveloped clearly marked
R cai srect . 5 " The
envelope should be addressed and delivered not later than twenty-one
(21) days from the date of this publication at the address shown below

e

The Chairman,

Bauchi Hotels Limited,

Care of Ministry of Commerce and Industry
Abubakar Umar Secretariat,

Bauchi,

Only short listed appli
slage.

ts will be

1 to proceed to the next

Please note that this notice shall not be construed as a commitment
on the part of Bauchi Hotels Limited nor shall it entitle any company
to make a claim whatsoever and/or seek indemnity from Bauchi Hotels |

- Limited and or any of its sharcholders. Furthermore Bauchi Hotels
[ L

obligated to any company in regard to any response

il nt bl




'Wuse new market
relocates to
Dei-Dei Jan 31

he chairman traders
union of the Wuse
new market Alhaji

Aminu  Musa yesterday
confirmed to our reporter that
Wise new market popularly
known as Bakassi market will
be relocated to Dei-Dei on 31
January 2005,

He aiid, “we wrote a letier

Motorists
fight task
force officials
over tax

Th\:rv was o fracas

yesterday at Logbe,
Abuija, between some

motorists and officials of the |

Abujo. Muonicipal  Arca
Council (AMAC) usk force
on ouldoor advertisement
The wouble started at
about & aum: when the task
force officinls impounded

about 12 vehicles helonging |

o varfous compinies, for
condueting  omt  door
advortising without paying
(L

NAN pathered that some
|of the drivers were aggricved
by the action of the task force

officials who fined each of the |

impounded vehicle owners
NS.500.

The number plates of all
the vehicles were removed by
the task force while the charge
sheets were placed on the
vehicles' wind screen.

NAN reports that the
arrival of o police patrol team
at the scene enabled the task
force o remove the number
plates.

Some of the motorists
accused the task foree of
cheating, saying: “we are not
aware of the existence of such
' tuak force in the territory.™

Hut NAN reports that
members of the task force wore
yellow jackets with AMAC
inscription on them.

to the federnl govermment on
December 2004, on the
extension of the relocation
duate aftera meeting held with
the director development
control Jumm Kwanashie,
but up till now there is no
positive response.”

He called on the federal
governiment W provide social
amenities  particularly
electricity water supply and
road in Dei Del before the
relocation date bocause that

could  motivale  the
customiers 1o po there und
by goosds,

“Some of the businesses
cannot function without

light expecially those who |

sell ice fish and those who
rely on electr
tntlorng. Therefore, we are
pleading to the federal
govermment 1o help us and
provide our needs,”
Allui Ay

In another development,
the chatrman also cxpressed
his . gratitude on  the
construction of Wuye
market. He said people are
very interested in Waye
market as soon as the
company complete the
building the traders will start
trouping: the contrct was
awarded since and is alimost
corming to an end.

ity likewise ' |

e
e

- e et
trmed mohile palicemen blocking the enirance to PDP Nugional 8¢

mievting held fn Abufa fase Tuesday,

ome Abujs residents
Swhu travelled to their

yanous country
homes 1o celebrate
Christmas and now vear
festivals have been coming
back o resume work in the
termitony.

Some of the passengers
who lunded at the Jabi mator
parks told Abwje Trust that
the festival break which they

By Absdulwahiab Deji
Alikabi, 17 intern (Abujal

wont fo celebrate Chiristimus
and Now year had ended and
that they had 10 come back
te attend (o their daily
businesses,

According 1o them, we
came  from  various
destinations a8 some
boarded their vehicles from

Jar peevent i

= Residents return after Xmas/New

Lagos, Ogun, Crya, lmo, River,
Kaduna, and Plateau States.

Speaking on the Chrisimas
and New Year funs, ome
Mathew Ajibols who is an
indigene of Abeokuta, Ogun
Stute, vold Al Triese that e
fielt so hagpy when be rejoiced
with his relations who came
home from various states to
celebrate the festival,

Ajibola who said that his

Number of FCT internet café’s rise

he rapid develog
of internet café’s in
Abuja creates jobh

opportunity for the youths,
it reduces the number of
young gradiants rooming in
the stret.

Aceording 1o one of the
staff who engaged in the
husiness in Abuja, it is quite
obvions that internet had
transformed their lives and
made them o become sell

| relint.

By Shu*
dntern . (Abuji)

He said the business is

booming and the patropage

is okay because every day

“nat less than, 200, hindeed

and people come m while

fivex fram coveruge aof the party's NEC
Piv: Kenmedy Eghonindfe

year break

Tarnily is not Bving with his
aid he preferred to go home
during the scasaf to huve
Christmas fun with them
instead of doing it alone in
the remitory,

Many cubmral festivils,
be said, had been celebrated
by the different native
groups during the same
period of the Christmus and |
MNew Year season, According
to him. some groups, after
coming back from the church

away time, he

not having much customers

but effort have been put in

_place 1o pcrsunde lhm o
conne,

Cln‘ the other hand,

b d their

one of the cyber cufé's in
Kano area in Abuja it was
confirmed by one of the staff
know as Sadig that the
business keeps them busy

o St L

" views' con_mfrnin;

the

services, one Shehu Umar a

regular customer said 1 like

visiting cyber café but my

problem is the slowness of

cyber sometimes.” In the

1 same vein unother customer
shared the same view.

ite that, some cyber

cafe stafT explained the resson

for sluggishness of the |
problem i

cyber he said the is
from the internel service
provider but sometimes over

load could lead to such |

In addition to that, Emeka
who works in 4 Gwarinpa
Internet café says he has
never experienced the
slowness of the cyber,
because the connectivity was
perfectly done, and people
come to brows daily,

However, jome of the
imternet café’s-in Abuja

1 operitis onlyin the day time;
& Tbut o some places. they

provide overnight browsing

50 s 10 meet up the demand — ¥ervice,  played  with

jof  of their des 1o tour round

2 Daily Trust investigatethe  some villages to extend
reason for nol providing season greetings to the entire

markets and bus stops have
few people attending to thewr
businesses

NAN spoke with some

~residents who stmbuted the

situation to the declaration of
Monday, Jan. 3, o public
holiday by the federal
govermnment.

uﬂmum‘hﬂm&mm | people. Following these
1o i, ivities, he said, people
msmddnu hdu.hmm L from varioos states would
‘given by theowner of the cafg, | come home in order not 10|
whiile others said they cannot | miss cultural exhibitions
workupto 0pm. " | highlighted for the scason.
L) ¥
.activities yet to fully pick upin FCT
ive days into the New Mr Kolawole Ademu, a
F'rmmm-r:yuh civil servant, said: “The New
fully pick up in most  Year break was a long one
parts of the following the Monday public
Federal Capital Terrtory  holiday.”™
(FCT). “Most people used the
ANewsAgency of Nigena  opportunity to travel out of |
{NAN) check shows that  town while others went to |
workers in most federal  relax afiera year well spent,” |
ministries and parastatals  he added. - |
agencics are yel (0 resume According 10 Mr|
| 'work while commercial  Chukwuemeka Okwor, a bus
activitics are moving ataslow  driver, “the availability of fuel
\ > made movement very easy for
Parts of the eity that is  people this year, although the
normally  busy  with holiday is over it may take o
commercial activities like the  whole week for activities w

resume in full.”

NAN also gathered that
another reason for the slow
pace of activities in the FCT,
is the pilgrimage 1w the Holy
Lands of Mecca and
Jerusalem, which a lot of
Abiifa residents are partaking
in this year.




Fhursday

C’ttee to get
additional aircraft
for Hajj operation
—Acting chairman \

Unlike last year, he said |

he National Commit
. I tee on Hajj (NCH)
2005 is making effort
o w ndmlloml aircraft w

d’.‘l"‘""‘ limax of the

p:lyimnu&mha\nbu. the
News Agency of Nigeria
| (NAN) reports.
Dr Badmus Yusuf, Chair-
| man of the NCH Aviation
sub-committee and Acting
NCH

Chairman, disclosed this
in an interview with the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
Abuja recently.

Yusuf said that the action
which was coming about
cight days to the end of the
exercise “is aimed ot meeting
the target date of Jan. 12."

Yusuf said about 17,000
Nigerian pilgrims out of the
56,000 expected to perform
the Hajj had so far been trans-
ported to Saudi Arabia since
the exercise began on Dec.
27, lnst year.

NAN recalls that since the
exercise began only Kabo
Airline, out of the two nirlines
contracied to transport pil-
grims to the holy land, had
been operating as the second
contractor, IRS Airline had
not been given the green light
by the Nigerian Civil Aviation
Authority to operate.

IRS hias not be able to par-
ticipate in the operation be-
cause according to the Nige-
rian Civil Aviation Authority
(NCAA), it was yet 1o carry
out the required checks on its
aircraft.

Yusuf, however, said that
IRS could still participate in
the Hajj operation if it met
NCAA requirements,

“We arc encouraging IRS
1o position its aircraft.
Anytime it is able to do 5o it
can still transport pilgrims o
the holy land,” he said,

Yusuftold NAN that eve-
rything was all right with Ni-

T gerians already in Saudi Ara-
bia,

“This will g0 a long way |
in assisting us to plan the
homeward joumey as more
pilgrims will be available in
Makka for the journey,” he |
said,

Yusuf, however, said
NCH's concemn was with the
worsening weather condition
in same parts of the country.

“Baring unforescen im-
pediment, we are hopeful that
we will have a smooth opera-
tion from Kano, Abuja,
Sokoto, Yola and Port
Harcourt zones,” he said.

The aviation sub-commit-
tee chairman said that the
maiden flight from the newly
created Minna zone would
depant Minna for Saudi Ara-
i in the Evening tomarrow.

Paily

Treese

Anmﬁ-u wﬁ-hmmuﬂ;wm M

Abuja Trust

NASS recommends s

he National Assembly

I has recommended a
special fund for the
speedy completion of the
Gurara-Usuma waler transfer
pfo;m 10 ease current waler

searcity in the FCT,

The Chairman, House
Committee on Water Re-
sources, Mr Abayomi Collins,
made this known 1o :hehm

Abuja last weekend.
Collins said the recom-
mendation was necessary con-

He told NAN that his
committee had inspected the
site of the project and discov-

sidering the p hard-
ship faced by the FCT miA
_dents due to water

ered thut th were
nut doing enough due to in-
quate funding

NGO hails Rochas, Kogi gov over developmental projects

ouths in the FCT
have said the strug

Y ghe to combat HIV/

ALDS still needs the effort of

| one who has the fear of his

ereator, the feelings of the
poor masses and youths and
one who is in every respect n
true democral.

The youth group known
as Peer Educator’s Trainers
on Adolescence. Reproduc-
tive Health nnd HIV/AIDS
made this declaration in an ar-
ticle made available to Abwja

| Trust recently.

are the qu«ullliu

history and time has revealed
in a man we know as Owella
Rochas Okorocha, whose life
style has always affected re-
ligion, eultural, social and
economic lives of many able,
disable, privileged and less
privilege Nigerians positively
regardless of ethnicity™ the
youth group said adding that,
people should stop pretend:
ing that HIV/AID does not,
exist in Nigeria,

“No strdegy 1o reduce the
spread of the killer disease
can be effective unless peo-
pl: with good hean.bcﬂ for

— s

(&roup also lauded Ibrahim

the future of the young geners- |
tion intervene: the youth group
stated that thus is what in-
formed the calling on Chief
Owelle. He is a man who re-
spects people’s feelings, reli-
gion, culture and enthusiasm,™
the body declared.
Meanwhile the youth

ldris, exccutive governor of
Kogi State for putting smiles
.on workers, pensioners faces |
by prompt payment of their
mlum:l and gradual clearing
of back log of arrears of their
salaries.

Centre begins Joint I

he National Math

ematical Centre

(NMC) in Abuja has
admitted 70 students into its
Joint Higher Degree Pro-
gramme (JHDP), expected 1o
commence by March 2005,

The Director-General,
Prof Sam Ale, disc! this
in Abuja at a forum with Edu-
cation Correspondents.

Ale said the centre was
collaborating with six Nige-
finn universities (o introd
courses in “core fi

Collins said that what was
budgeted for the project in
the next financial year was in-
adequate for its completion.

“We have made represen-
tation to the president and
also mised the issue on the
floor of the House, and it was
recommended that special

| funds should be made avaii-

able for the project,” he said.

He said that although 60
per cent level of work had
been attained, the process of
supplying water to Usuma
Dam tw feed the FCT had
continued to pose a major

The :-Ilnmmn said that if

pecial funds for FCT water project

nothing was done, by the mid-
dle of next year, Abuja would
experience another pathetic
‘waler and sanitation problem
which could lead to outbreak
of diseases,

Collins said that the
Usuma Dam construction was
among the priority projects of
the present administration,
which, he noted, posed a chal-
lenge to the government

“The National Assembly
has taken it up at the legisla-
tive level to ensure thit the
problem is solved once and
for all,” he said.

The committee chairman,
however, expressed optimism
that the president would hon-
our the recommendation of
the House as it was in line
with government vision of 80
jper cent water supply for all
by the year 2007,

Higher Degree Programme March 2005

tion Theory, Mathematics
Education in Inform
Communication Technology
and Mathematical Modelling
in Mnnuch-:chmlogy
Some of the universities,

from other parts of the world
had been enlisted to partici-
paie in running the JHDP.
He said the programme
could help “to major

scientific research pro- |

ived in the
are the University of los,
University of Horin, Obafemi
Awolowo University and
Abubakar Tafawa Balewa
University,

According to him, the
::nn-:hualrudyd:wlupnd
and d and

mathematical sciences, not
obtainable currently in Nige-
rinn universitics,

The courlca include
Mai icine,
Muhcmnllcnl Ecology, Fi-

| Mathematics, -

academic | lead-
ing to the award of post-
graduate diplomas,
and Doctorate degrees in the
various cnufm!

It was only awaiting a for
m-lappmul b%lhc Nmmml

of practical rel-
evance to national develop-
ment.

I want to assure you that
We ane fun-
lf‘ saying only very
brilliant ptuﬂeuerl will be
allowed to teach in our pro-
gramme,” he said.

He said the centre had re-
ceived support from some
‘organisations, including the
National Maritime Authority,
which gave N10 million.
FCT minister, Malam

(NUC'.lfurlhecuurlﬁmllkc
off, he

The:
Nnniur El- Ru!‘ promised to
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hirteen wards in the

Students to enjoy prompt Tt

payments of allowances |z

S tudents of tertiary
institutions in Kano
State will begin to
enjoy prompt payment of
their

and other entitlcments in the
state, the state governor,
Malam Ihrahim Shekarau has
disclosed.

Speaking at an award
night organised by the
National Association of Kano
State Students (NAKSS),
Shekarnu said the gesture will
boost the morale of the
students and alleviate some
hardship facing them in the
course of their studies,

The governor,
represenied by his deputy,
Engincer, Magaji Abdullahi
called on the students to
report any unpleasant act
conceming

13-man

c’ttee on
census
setup

13-man commitiee
has been set up in
Warawa local
government to enlighten
people in the arca about the
forthcoming national census,

The chairman of Warawa,
Alhaji Ado Abdullahi Yar Tofa
enjoined the commitice
members  to  see  the
assignment s a national one
and show commitment to it.

Alhaji Ado Abdullahi
Yanofa expressed the need for
the people to be enlightened
in order 1o understand the
significance of e project

He noted that people in
the whole country need to be
educated on the census o
ensure effective exercise,

The council chairman
then called on the people 1o
give the census commitiee in
Warawa the necessary
support for them to cary out
the assignment.

The chairman however
called on the federal
government to muke efficient
preparations towards the
exercise to avoid its fuilure

According to him, it was high
time government leamed from
past lessons o ensure that all
contradictions encountered
were dealt with

Prof. tyerchia Avm, .'xm-i' Affairy
Misuer

their payments to

By Yusha's Adamu | He however called on them

Correspondent (Kano) to reciprocate the gesture by
the appropriate authority for  facing their studies with all
further action. BEriOusness.

Shek: d th Earlicr in his speech, the
students o form more -pnﬂm Kano State House
associations in Illch various i, Adhaji Balarabe
schools as him, Su‘-'""" i ded the
thil will cmhlu lhm o assoc ltin for organising
become poli in future. lhe said that

Kano State are o

| benefit from | 3million naine  clistributed
Th: chairman of lhe to 13 wards-
s widl d o pal council, Alhaji Maj I:_r.llmﬁhl,\luhnhlnl. |
: P r.lmna,l
government's efforts owards | Ahmed Gwang z -
moving the education sector | this to news men in Kano. lllltdlﬂtwﬂtfnlﬂ)‘ ptwlc
forsmnd. He said that the measure i the society who needed
Hon. Gani charged the | was in line with the dutics of assistance  for  the
students to always be law | the Zakat ion and the of their
abiding citizens a5 govern- | determination of the state ||w||tmdmdg|||ed on well

ment is making all necessary
effort 1o resolve problems

associated with their studies.

M.n.;mma,'l.-n;m North paying hamage o the Emir of Kana Dr, Ado !.,m during a comreery visi... rwnln‘y P A M

N13m
Zakat to be

government to uphold the
tenets of
The chairman observed

Kano LLGs employ 4,400 workers

e eniire 44 loca
government arcas in
Kano State have

been directed to employ 100
workers each, as a proactive
strutegy to quell the menace
of unemployment
particularly among youths.
The state chairman of the
Nigeria union of local

- By Mustapha Isah Kwaru
Correspondent (Kana)
Governor Ibrbim Shekarau

and the upion executives.
He pointed out that, it
was in the course of the
meeting that the governor
directed  the  council
chairmen to employ the
Juhlc‘, youths so as quell

B ployeces,
(NULGE), Alhaji Abdullahi
Tijjano, disclosed this o
newsmen after a closed-door
meeting  held between

P rate which
cuuses crimes and social
vices among youth.

The NULGE chairman
stated that all the local

government chairmen had
unanimously welcomed Illr

Other recommendations

icn(neu al ihe meeting alee
1l 4 cstablish t of

| local government of Kano

| disclosure while addressing

meaning individuals in the
sociely 1o come 1o their aid,
Alhaji Maje Ahmed |
Gwangwazo said that Allah
also blesses those who assist |
the needy and reiterated that |

| llnywillbemd:d'indn}

hereafier. |

He then said that the |
mmywouldbegivmloth|
Zakat committee of the |
council for distribution to the |
beneficiarics in the thiricen |
wards. 1
He called on the people |
in the area to continue 1o pray |
for the progress of the |
council. |

Abandoned
Islamiyya
schoels to be
renovated

bandoned
Islammiya
schools in Takai

State are to be
the council the chairman,
Alhaji Inusa Dambazau has
said.

The chairman made the

new converts in the area, |
Albaji Inusa Dambazau |
said that the council was |
committed 10 upholding the
status of Islam in confunction |
l.l.r!'.h the Shariah |
strutegy of |

idea, saying f
youths who roam nlmu(
streets will not get legal
sources of livelibood.

Alhaji Tijjani explatned
that the men also canvissed
for the review of local
governments Act 2002, and
the  employment of
appropriate measures (o
eradicate the predicaments
halting the effective
performance of the councils.

skills acquisition centre to
EMpOWET Women 5o &4 (o be
selfl reliant and do away with
hunger, poverty and hawking
wmong young children.

It was resolved that the
chairman will expediate
prompt action for the success
of Shariah implementation
which will be actualised
through promoting the
usctivities of Hisbah groups.

500 received free eye treatment in Bichi LG

o fewer than 500
people with
various cye-

related ailments have
received free-trealment
sponsared by Bichi lo
government arca of Kano
State

Speaking st the
commencement of the
treatment,

the council
chairman, Alhaji Lawan
Shehu said the gesture was
nol unconnected with his
zeul and determination to
. manage the spread of eye-

related discases.

He noted that the
beneficiaries of the
treatment spent several
years with the eye problem
but due to financial
predicament they were
unihle to undergo medical
SUrgery.

Albaji Shehu declared
that no stone will be left
unturped in his crusade
against discase spread in
the area saying however
that additional strategics
arc underway to quell the

problem once and for all.

He suid the council
since its inception has
accorded appropriate
priority to health sector,
saying this has facilitated
the resolution to engage
the services of medical
experts in the treatment of
eye disease
hemia, cancer as well as to
nssist whao
confront difficulties during
pregnancy delivery

The local government
boss who described such

such as

women

cffort as a collective
respansibility implored
stakeholders and wealthy
individuals  to  make
meaningful contribution to
actualise the set goals

In his remarks the
supervisor councillor of
health, Alhuji Abubakar
Mu'nzu said the assistance
to the patients ik among the
serigs of local
government’s concern for
the health sector saying this
will motivate others to
emulate the good waorks.

the

the present administration,
Towards this end, he said |
that all abandoned Islamic
schools in the arca would be
renovated and given a face

| it

He enjoined the new
converls to seek more
knowledge in order to
strengthen their faith, adding
that they could always rely
on the Mushim Ummah to

give them necessary
assistance,
O the part of the council,

Alhaji Inusa Dambazau said
that the welfare of converts
would be taken care of as
clothing, water vessels,
beads and such other items
wene o be distribeited to them.
While the Islamiyya schools
to be reconstructed would

further improve their
knowledge of Istam.
Responding, the

converts sald that they
belicve that the religion of
Istum would guide them 1o the
hercalter, and expressed
gratitude to the chairman and
the people of Takai for their
brotperly love.
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Governm

stated th
dredger operating in the
that comtruvenes the
ing environmental laws
is liable to pay damages to the
tune of N1 imillion,

Speaking  with  our
correspondent on Tuesday,
the public relations officer of
the Lagos State Environ-
mental Protection Agency,
Mr. Nosa Okunbor said the
agency observed that dre-
dyers after working on a
particular wsually they
degrade such sites.

Okunbor explamed thm
most of the dredgers are in the
habit of working for some-
times st o particular site leave
and sbandoned it without any
restitution

He sid, "It is pertinent 1o

ab

Defaulting dredgers|
to pay N10m fine

resorted 1o its origing stule
through remedistion™ |

According to him, many of |
these dredgers are those that
do not possess the required
hicense to operate in the state,
Sdding that they have nothing |
1o loose,

He explained further that
such ncts pose danger to the
environmental status of the
state, saying such illegal |
activities have gone on the
state unchecked for muny |
YEArs.

“Now that the state |
govermment i conscious of |
the dwindling state of s
environment, it has decided to
make any dredger contra
vening the state environ-
mental law pay a fine of
NI0million.”

Explaining the prevoquinite |

d:w!gcr\ have to meet in the |

| draw your the law
regulating the dredging
activity vis-i-vis Environ-
mental Impact Assessment
decree B8 of 1992 now un act
of National Assembly which
stutes that before commen-
cement of uny project an EIA
mitist be carried out.
"It ulso states further that
after d of the

. he said
first they have to pay a
registration fee which will |
register their presence in
dredging/developmental
operations in the state.
Preparation of EIA afier
relevant adminisimtive fees 1o
do so have been paid to
LASEPA, EA prepared by

Project, o post impact assess-
meni report miist be rendered
nnd the environment must bc

Police recover suicide
victim’s body

he body aof a young
nechanic who
committed suicide last

week Monday in Hasamaja
arca of Lagos has boen
recovered by the police.

The late mechanic iden-
tified ns Niyi was said io have
hung himself with rope at
their house located plot4 Bell
Street, llasamaja.

Eko Trust learmt that Niyi
did not leave a suicide note
and fobody could say exactly
what led 1o the action.

Neighbors were said o
have got after they

lited LASEPA Consual-
tant, Post lopact Assessment,
Remediation, if any, Environ-
mcnu] mnummm Plan

rom Bola Ofuola, |
| Stringer. (Lagos) |
his neck.

Policemen from [asamaj;
police station who were
called in hax since removed
the corpse to the public
mortuary for autopsy

In a related development, o
five years old girl identified
s Sewn wits also sabd 1o have
died under “mysterious cir-
cumatances in Dopemu arca.

The corpse of the young
Birl was said to have been
tound on the foor last

W

did not see him for about two
days which promoted them o
force open the door of his one
TOUm Apartment

He was found hung from

the ceiling with o rope tied to

fory at bt 3pm i her
parenis home located at plot
12 Bello Street, Depomu
The Lagos State Police
Relation Officer, Mr. Emma-
nuel Ighodalo confirmed the
incident.

| organized by the

| his_great mer

Sen:

Senmate € i

d Ohiari (left), Chairm

o Navy dis

.f,qm Stute, during a courtesy call to Alausa Secretariat...recendly,

L (Nnﬂ;mpn

Tinubu, Adebayo want
better welfare for Nigerians

he Lagos Stale
Governor, Bola
Tinubu  and the

General Overseer of the
Redeemed Christian Church
of God, Mr. Enoch Adeboye
have called for better welfare

| services for citizens of the

country in 2005,

Speaking at the sixth
Annun Ihmk!glhlnl,‘-n\ ice
State
Government at the State
House, Marina, on Sunday
night, Tinubu urged state

authorities nationwide to .

work harder and show more
dedication to the service of
the people 1o attain o swifter
improvement in the welfare
of citizens of the country,

In a statement minde avai
lable to our comespondent on
Monday, the state governor
called on citizens of the state
1o ensure continued prayers
were offiered on bebalf of the
state and nation so that the
year 2005 will be a yeur of
“open doon wnd gremt expec-
tations”.

The Govemor said, “The
Annunl Thanksgiving Service
is held yearty 1o thank God for
and the

Sturies by Olumbde Bajulalye. |
« urr!ww\.hf I

for us. We lllnnk Giod r‘m
presecving our lives, for
providing for us, for giving us
victory m every aspect of our
lives™.

Tinubu said he was
especially grateful o God for
spearing his life in 2004 from
the hands of assassing, which
he said almost, claimed the
life of the state’s bomb dis-
posal expert, Mr. Fatope

()Iuﬁ'ml

delivering his

af mr: RCCG, Adeboye,
called on governors and chief
Judges of state 10 do
everything in their power to
free awaiting trail persons
from the nation's prisons.

According to him, several
visits mude by him revealed
that over 75 per cent of
Inmates in prisons were
awaiting tral and many were
youths.

Reusoning that most of the
inmates awaiting trail had
spent the time they would
have spent if convicted,
Adcboye urged the suthorities
to save the youths from
wasting their lifie in detention

Present at the occasion
were Leader of the Methodist
Church, Dr. Sundsy Mbang,
the Anglican Church, Mr.
Paul Adefarasin, Dr. Wilson
Badejo, Revd. Adebola Ade-
mowo, Mr. and M, Odu-
koyn among several othern

FG turns down request
for pedestrian bridges

Lagos  State
(nmmlmnnu for
Works, and

Infrastructures, Alhaji Rouf
Arcgbesola has stated that all
attempts by the state
government o convince the
federal government through
its officials ot the federal
ministry of Works on the necd
to build nine pedestrian
bridges  across  some
expressway in the state were
turned down

Aregbesola stated this
during an interview in a
television  programmes
monitored in Lagos on

According 1o him,
necessary proposal, design
and technical details about the
projects were forwarded 1o
the office of the minister,
Chief Adeseye Ogunlewe in

10 i, 1t was during my las
wvisit that he declared o me
that the ministry was not
favorably disposed o the
bdea™

Areghesola noted that lack
of pedestrion bridges in some
busy warcas along the
expressway in the siate
accounted for most camage
being recorded on our romls,

In'a swilt reaction to the
development in an interview
with our correspondent in his
office, the federal Controller
of Works in the state, Dr
Adedolapa Adeniji said
officials of the state
government failed 1o abide by
the necessary procedure in
prosccuting the projects.

Adeniji  insisted that
officials of the state
government failed 1o submit
the technical dewils of the

| Abuja by the state proposed projects
| govermment. He also said the state
| “leven, personally weatto  government was trying to
his ul'f':c on nbonl 10 uwwlhmm 10 soime
private who would
I.MI had writien six letiers builid, and operate the bridges

for profit motives, |

The Coptraller said the |
miimistry wikready 1o suppont |
any move by the state |
government  over  the
canstruction of the bridges if
als followed the
vy procedure and
abide by the technical details
required firom i,

The Lagos  State
government had early this
year, signified its intention w
build nine pedestrinn bridges
across major roads which
belonged to the Federal
guvernment in the state,

Some of the identificd
arcas were; Agege Motors
raad, Oworonshoki
expressway, Ojodu - Berger,
Ikorodu rond and other areis
in the state,

The bridges were expected
1o be built and operated by
some private investons who
would recoup their money |
through the t:dvmi*m
that would be displayed on
the them.

fie

il
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Dabo apologises to Dariye T

r. Godwin Daba, the
FDP Assistant
National  Zonal

Auditor, has apologised to
Ciov. Joshua Dariye of Mlateau
Sute formsking him to resign
from office.

Dabo also called on
several serving and erstwhile
ipublic figunes o tender similar
apelogies to Dariye and the
people of the state over their
various roles in  the
emergency rule saga.

The public I’wulmhnk
the Deputy Senute Presid

showing payments made by
Dot

He saidd he lnter regrotted
urging Darlye to resign
based on the governor's
explanations and what had
happened to other party
Jeaders.

The PDF  stalwart
expressed dismay  that
people of the middle belt
region were being looked
upon as a dangerous specie I
in (he country,

He said: “We have mﬂk |

Ibrahim Mantu, Mrs Pauling
Taben, Mr Fidelis and
Cmddr Jonah Jang (rnd).
Dabo, who spoke with
newsmen in Lokoja, said he
initially disagreed with
emergency rube bul changed
his miind when hie was shown
documents  purportedly

more ibuti
anybody else 1o ensure Ihe |
wurvival of Nigerin as a |
COrporte entity.
“Unfortuntely, we have
nothing to show for it There
i 0o industry in the middie |
belt; thore is no wny fedoral
govemment presence in the
zone.”

Masari hinges
development on
peace, democracy

he House of

I Representatives'
Speaker, Hello Masun

has hinged the country’s

achieve its goals.

He stressed that the stute
govermment would ot relent
in its efforts o ensure that

progress on Iiw of 1 reach-
lasting [ I el the A,
Mawari ook this stand at Makarfi appealed to his

the 2005 Afan national
festival held recently at
Kagoro, Kaduna State.

In his view, “nothing
positive can be forthcoming
i an stmosphere of rancour,
nerimony or crisis.”

Against that background,
Masari lauded the Chiel of
Kagoro, Malam Gwamna
Awan, who was marking his
6i0th year on the throne, “for
guarding his people against
crisin of any kind™

According ta  him,
Ciwamna is an institution of
windom and visjon

“Frown him, our lenders are
supposed w come and leam
the excellent virtues of
leadership,”

In & speech, the Kadung
State Governor, Ahmed
Makaefi, praised the people of
Kagore chiefdom “for
consolidating the peaceful
co-existence of the arca™

Ciovernment would strive
to mect their basic needs, he
pledged, urging the people 1o
support his administration 1o

people to ensure the prompt
payment of the subsidised
water rates 1o cnable the
water board procure chemi-
cals and diesel for sicady
supply of water.

Earlier, Awan had
commended both the federal
and Kaduna Stafe govern-
ments for innugurating &
NEPA trunsformer installod i
the Kagom commercial mator
vehicle park

He asked the youth in his
community to shun deug
whune nnd all forms of maoral
decadonce.

“In fact, you teed bo fiace
your studies seriously
because any conduct capable
of destroying our youths can
destroy the entire socicty,” he
said

Dignitaries sl the occa-
sfon include the Minister of
State for Finance, Mis Ninad
Usmian; Sen. Isainh Balat, the
speaker of the Kaduna State

INCWS

he National Unity
Forum hss conde-
mned in its entiroty

He stressed the n-mi for | | the barbaric manhandling of
the unity of the middie beu | Journalists by policemen at
Party

saying he was a

the Peoples |

in Plateau State and had
equally boen affected by what
there

“Dariye i 4 saint when
compared lo some patho-
logical | corrupl governars

08¢

(PDP) secretarial in Abuja on
Tuesday,

The Chairman of the
forum, m Inuwa
Abuhakar, in o statement in
Abuja day, decried the

wh
are well documented,” Dabo
said,

primitive behaviour of law
:m'urumuu w saying,

Forum condemns
police brutality on
journalists

“Nigerian Police still have a
long way o go in the journey
1o embruce civilised policing
of the public.”

Malam Inuwa said the
Inspecior General of Police

|

T.h mm.rmm:. nyum.!r Igbo Youth qu. mr I’H. (W.&undﬂy Upchnw

of the Nigeria I :

Mxlum M’M Bella mmm of his father in Kontogora... l'ﬂ‘!Iﬂ[ﬂ.

Wada Nas, fearless vanguard of

masses

he Kaduna state
council of the Nigeria
Unlon of Joumalists
has described the late Alhaji
Wadn Nas as 2 fearless
vamguand of the masses
A stwiement  made
wvailable to the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN)
and signed by the union’s
Chairman, Mr Andrew
Fodasom, said Nas was an

honest, dedicated  and
principled man.

It said though Nas; o
frstrmier speciul duties miniser,

was criticised for identifying
with the late Gen. Sanmi
Abacha's government, he
stopd his ground i terms of

B and bers of
lhc Iluuu of Represen-

“A great patriof, Noa®
death came as ut the time his

NUJ

wisdom, commitmenl and
leadership was much necded
by Nigerians

“As Nigeria marches
through the threshold of
democratic expertment, Alhaji
Wade Nos was set 1o play an
even more active role and
give his best, as ucual, to
Nigeria,” it stuted.

The anion said Nas
wonld be rememberad for s
epigrams and wisceracks
which enriched the fourth
republic and also for his
setive role for a progressive
north

Tn anether statement, the
Speaker of the House of
Representutives, Alhaji Bello
Musan, expressed whock at
the death of Nas and
desaribed him asa

character.

Masari said Nas would be
remembered for his dogged
fight to ensure justice and
faimess in the polity, and
prayed Allab to grant his
family the fortitude to bear the

and the Police Commission |
should pay for the damaged |
cameras and treatment of
journulists  that were
brutalised at the occasion

He averred that for!
policemun 10 treat journaly
like common crimimals in
course of performing uwlr.
legitimate duty isi
unacceptable in a democracy |
like ours.

Inuwa in the statement |
urges the police authornty |
set up a machinery to|
continually traks snd re-tmin
policemen in the latest
method of dealing with |
civilinns in public gatherings |
a8 it obtains in civilised
societien world over,

It woild be recalled that
severs] journalists including
Guardian, Dally Teust,
ribune, Independent and
NAN photographers were
mercilessly brutalised by
overrealous  policemen
during the PDP NEC meeting
al Wadata House, Abuja.
Tuesdny. The Tribwne |
cormespondent, Mr. Segun |
Olutunji, who was beaten to |
wooma isnow critically ifl ina
hospital in Abuja.

'\la- died on Monday in
Kaduna State and was buricd
in his hometown Funtua in
Katsina State.

He is survived by two
weives and 20 children

EXKkiti pensioners
receive N812m

ke Bkiti  State
government has pad
NELZ million to pen-

sioners between April 2003
und December 2004, pocor-
ding to the pensiony board

The boand said in o state-
mient in Ado-Elati that another
355 million had been paid o
retired civil servants in the
same period.

According to the boand,
" sum of N420.8 million ls
still ding, out of the

Why people join cult-Royal father

he Chiel of Marwa in
Kaduna State, Malam
Tagwai Sambo, has
‘blamed the “get-nch-quick
syndiome" for most people’s
involvement in cultism
Sambo lold the News
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
his palace at Manchok,
Kaduna State, that other

struggle  for material
nequisition,” he st X

“The menace of cultism
has greatly promoted
disunity, family squabbles,
mutual suspicion and geveral
unrest in our country,

“In view of this, the
government, security
agencies and traditional

factors include hatred, instilutions really need to
blackmuil and the quest for  redouble efforts in fighting
political power, the ugly trend.”
“But these other factors Sumbe asked his people
g 4 o el

wre still

“s0 an nol to fall prey to
satinic cult activities™

Hee said; “There is also the
need for people not to take
the law into their hands in the
event of any suspected case
of cultiym.

“This is because the liw
will take its course on
anyhody found wanting ™

The Marwa traditional

coungil was set to launch an

enlightenment campaign 1o
fight cultism, the chief added.

pensions anxing from the 142
per cent inerense in pen-
sions.”

Governor Ayo Fayose
had promised to seitle the
remaining 13 months arrcars
of pensions, amounting 1o
N210.4 million and inherited
from previous govemments,
the board said.

Meanwhile, the Ekiti Head
of Service, Mr. Segun
Bankole, has directed the
Civil Service commission o
send ull promotion lists for the
year to the Ministry of
Establishment and Training

by month-end

The objective was to
effect the promaotion of cvil
servanis who had stagnated
on amy grade level for too
long, be explained

Bankole also indicated |
that government had sppro-
v i review of car loans fiom
NT.000 10 N100,000, while
housing loans were raised
firom N350,000 10 N750,000.

Gavernor Ayo Fayose




Idoma group vows to
defend Ogbeh over rift

he Idoma National
Forum, Jos branch,
has thrown ils weight
hehind the PDP national
chatrman, Chief Audu Oghels,
and expressed confidence in
hixability to continte to extol

e ideals.

The Jos branch of the fo-

0 @ statements jointly

by its chairman and
secretary, Mr BS. Okowoly
and 1.8, Agada, respectively,
noted thar Ogbeh’s letter 10
President Obasanjo which
has the Anambra crisis as its
miain thrust, mainly deew at-
tention to the blot the events
represents and fis threat 1o
Nigerin's young democmoy.
They described Chief
Ogbeli ws o man who “stands
tall und well respected amony
Nigenans; who wants (o see
llirml:nﬂlwmdiatrph} in
the daily ives and in the gov-
emance of our great country,
While noting the role
Chiel Ogbeh had played in
the growth of the PDP, the
forum recalled that within a
few months in effice, the
urty's national chairman as-

('n.w Audu Ogbeh, PDP

Councll chairman es

lmkﬂmn.hhhmd.

(,Mr!;.mml‘m (das)

sured ull (actions were united
o place the party on a finm
foating for the 2003 and sub-
sequence clection.

It added that Ogbeh
whould be recognised as one
of the pillars in building the
PO 10 become the largest
party’ in Africa

The Idonu Forum said it
hind befiore the current tum of
events watched with admira-
thon the callaborsition of Prosi.
dent Obasanjo and the party
chainman as botly exhibited
iy, eam spinit and chear

ing of & common
purpose and direction

It s from this perspective
wnid the desine to consolidate
these virtued that Nigerians
continue 10 look up to the
ruling party 1o deliver the true
dividends of democmcy,” it
nsserted.

Upemuuumuwl.l}
Nigeria Custom Ser-
vices Zone ‘A, Unar Musa
Daura, has vowed 1o rout
seugglers and their activi-
bes,
Comptrolier Urnr Muga,
Davra wated this ar the

.Ehl-f\"npt, A

Thealim Glnw:'uwln
Sormer Head of State, Generul Abdil Salani Abu

From Adetanwa ﬂmdm:.
Carrespondent (Lagar)

mien while retuming from an
anti-smuggling patrol.

Mr, Gyeng Jacob Huba,
the Comptroller General of
Costoms, who disclosed this
at the C-Gi conl held in

Thigim, on New Year's eve while
conducting newsmen rodnd
some of the triicks with
containers Joaded with
prohibited irems villued o
N335 14.500,

It woulid be recalled that
harely a forth night ago, the
driver ofi team from the FOL!
Zone A" was killed by gun-

he Chairman  of
Odukpani  local From Bassey 1ta,
of Cross | (G i I{'a.fnbaul

River Sme Mr. Bassey
Aniba, has escaped death,
Snlnrdn) olong with his
fumily

round all known hide out of
Umn hlalt Uyo and Tkot
hout the night

mkbylmbhn-_rsm*

of & |
*:":“""ﬂ hed from their

who are based in Uria Efak
LUyo, lkot Ngong and Tkot
Orron Abasi, in i Jo-

government arca stormied
the private residence of the
chairmuan, st Akpap Okiary last
Saturday 10 join in the pary
(organised at the instance of
hchnmmn with the aim of

and havi
their tl'ufor the cn...m"f
m.!dnnully they suc-
agd looted prop-

Reports rovealod that no
soanCT m the |ml1ﬂn -
eumed than vouths of A
Okogongi, Urua- Elahl;‘):f
kot Ngon Ikot Oken
Abasi and Creek Town gath-
wred forces i face the rob-
bers whom they udeutified as
the “Urua Uyo boys” who
Have been termonising citirens
#a the arca.

Information

gathered re-
vealed that the combined
h«: combined

ina
vxplmupwpwlﬂchw:m

hideout in it forest arca where

they had retired to share the
loot,

Six of the robbery
suspects wore arrested in the
process while a number fled,
ammunitions and personal
effoct were recovered from
them.

Other victims of the rob-
bery incidents who spake lo
Dhadly Truss muintained that
the robbers have been tor-
menting them since the lust
Iwo years, as they continued
to muolest, mpe and rob trad-
ers, and other villagers of
Urua Elulll.'-luunmd the ad-
Joining villages

The villnge head of Unia
Etak Uyo, Chief Okon
Inyyang, told Dy T thai
he could not complete his

while

Calabar, noted that with the
Incident, the confierence wis
starting on o sad nobe

Specifically, the FOU Zone
A" of the NCS i to enforce
the service laws amd regila-
tons, particularly, ay they al-
feets smuggling and protec.
Tion of customs revenue col-
lection,

capes robbery attack

harass and collect monies

Thave a number of
ineluding information hirbal-

ists among others.
;mmﬁns 1o him, “they
date you if you threaten 1o

Imn;nuwmluzwm

from people. Adding that they |
accomplices

sy Trvee

mmamqm.m Alhafi (bry

ﬂfﬂuafﬂl

“You will agree with me
thut | and my officers ire not
smuggling and economic
saboteurs who are bent on
wrecking economy of this
country”; Umar Musa Daura
s,

He explained that the five
trucks were intercepted at
variows points in Lagos and
on ¢loser exterminations,
they were found 1o contain
prohibited goonls

“On 11* December, 2004,
o truck  with  Reg
NoXHSOSSOM, carmyling 230
canbsiner No MSCU 1986 20/
2 and miscu 1356 44 wis in-
tercepted wlong Apapa ljorm
Road and they were found o
contain 2, 076 cartons of as-

reg. No X521 NNE, loaded
with container No CATL 51/
| 1406477 was impounded. The

fon of this

mu;-sn
Customs plans tough on smugglers

Na Gari” on the |
o ecEntly

4,800 picces of head tie, and
208 rolls of damsk fextiles.

“Ome other nick Reg. No' |
XE 517 KJA carrying con- |
tainer No MSKU 22211872
wis intercepted along ljeshi
Oishodi expeossway nnd on
examination, was found to
contuin 36,750 dorens of la-
dics pints.

Atanother point in Apapa
truck Reg. NoXF 810 NSH,
carryingl 40 container No
POCUTOSI22/0 was inters
cepted and examinations re-
vealed that the contents were |
varios eloctronic fcilines”

He sdded dhat it this par-
oeular case, evasion of duty

| of the state gov

| comed the seiting

Gov Attah
commissions
rural project

From Edet Ekanen,

Stringer in Uyo |
ety con-

leven raral
sistiag of eight ni-ral dlec-
| tricity and thoee mini wa-

Hiects were comminshned |
[ r Jocal povernment arcs
af Akwa Ihom Stute by ihe e 1
Crovernar, Obong Victor Altah.
The electricity project initi- |
wed by inber ministerial direct
labour co-ordinatin

T are hocated at Nlar €
Ndiya Kb
‘dhhmyn M l I.'llm Ei
Mbigbang Tkon; Ibiaku
Okpo; Ukpom Thakachi and
Ihiakn Okpo. While the three |
Rl witker scherne were cormmis-
sioned af ot Akpe Edok; Tkot;
Akpa Edet s Urban Secomd-
ary School, Isku communities
Tepectively
Commimioning the project,
Arc. (Obong) Victor Atah, |
That Akpa Edet unnﬂ:‘mly en-
pressed watisfactory that his - |
minestration has provided tieon-

| ingful development project
|

aernss the sle,

Grovernor Antsh who was sc- |
companied by his Deputy, D |
Chris Ekpenyong and members
of his exceutive council wel:
of a wix-
mean comumitiee by the beeusfii-
img comimnity for the mainie-
rance of the fcility, und there-
flore. recammended that similar |
tommitices be constinited
commuliles where governiment
development project are located
for sustaimability, |

Speuking i Tkot Akpa Fdek |
where mind walcr project was
commpssaeld, the governos e |

| the wuter profect was to allevi

mig the suffermg of the
there especially in trekking bong |
distances in search of water: Ho
advived them to make optimum
use of the facility for the
realisation of the aims s ob-
Jectives of the government
providing the faciliy.

At Mbiafung Nhwongu and
Mbiak Tkon

Payment wis I 1o be
intended by the importers as
relevant import document
were not produced,

He however said that no
arrest has been made so far
because the smugglers al-

revealed the content to be
1,355 pieces. of lace materinls;

accident deaths

t least 18] people
were confirmed to
| have died in rond

necidents across Jigawa
State in the year 2004 accord-
Ing 1o u statistic released by
the office of the Road Safety
Commission in Dutse the
siate capital,

Acconding 1 the release
which was made available to
Daily Trust by the FRSC, the
statistic shows an increase of
read accidents as against
2003, even is the commission

his market ol contract got
from the council hus been a
mirage due to frequent attack
by robibers,

He mainmined that the

out and come out dur-

events in the

s deseribed the increase as
highly disturbing.

The release signed by the
Commands Public Enlighten-
ment Oilicer, Abubakar T,
revealed thatl 78 vehicles
were involved in the acci-

this o him
mmupwmsg]m mh;h 9

wiys abandoned their ve-
hicles while investigations
contine.

Jigawa records 181 road'

in 2004

road accidents representing

where clectricit projects wene |
povernor wnd

| commissioned,

i government was not a gov. |
emment that plays 1o the ‘JI
I:ry. beit one that forges ahead

aned does what Is right foe the |
MI-

be vowed not to discriminate |

Ibe i
Pty

stale, noting mhn

tion has the responsibility ur
praviding motomble roads in
-illnm m::vuzmw. e

allinyyfo the contummed sup- |
pml amf coaperation ar the
people for the sdministration 1o |
suceeed, Obong Attah com-

From Hassan A. Karofi, | ; .+ | mended members of the inter
15.1% as against 109 which . {
Correspondent Dutse, minisicrial direet labour co-
& 25 represent 9, 1% in 2003, ordinating committee for the cx-
from Inst years 125 vehicles  The statement further re- cellent performance. |
which stand at 14.3%. erates Ihe readiness of the [ _ The Chairman of the Com-
Ho ez hiin casueing free |5 SEURE Comiore who |
T alio 3
has shown ‘*_'“g:‘"”l“_“ roud nccidents through effi- | e, Chief Unsanah O Umanabs |
as witnessed in the state i jon and effective cam- said the comminsianer ofuluc-
e b P it
¢ * deduction of road nceid
over spoeding and outright 2 136 Sknt brought bo 60) the number of ru-

. ) . | ral development projocts so far |
ﬂ “h"m:’ tmffic rules and “We will 1ake sdequate mw‘mhm‘j?:.,w.. |
"'I"In'tomlmnud furtherex-  'Measures in place to soe 1o emment since the exercise Do-
plained that most of the acei- e maximisation of road ac- mﬁ}ﬂfp.:if::ﬁ?ﬁ

reconded were avoided,  €1dents as part of our resolve | for commuissianing on oF before
as most were cither due 1o ' enure a free accident this | Monday 10* Jomaary 2008, |

over speeding ar  Year', the statement said Lr'x;c:‘[JI-uuh m::‘“uuu

reckless over taking resultin While reiterating the re- m > of the wale that
rmmmm-cwhumi :2 solve of the command, the rds in the .
metonist, ko th established  FRSC called on the | ; -
tofficrules. o
pn e

-




- Kaduna court
discharges
 IBB assaulters

Chiefl Magistrate
Court  sitting in
Kaduna State has

discharged secused persons
arrested for an alleged assauh
on the former military
| president, General Tbrahim
Badamasi Babangida, while
antending o wedding cere-
mony June last year in Zaria
Delivering judgement. the
| Chief Magistrate, Garba
| Abdbl, held that the prose-
cutor have failed woefully to
prove the allegation against
the accused persons, Alhaji
Isma'ila Musa, Sarkin
Gandun Zazzou and two
others by refusing fo bring
‘witness to court.
Justice Garba held thar
% not one way
a8 court owni & duty
| to conelude amy matter before
it within & reasonable time
“saying that the police has
been accorded enough
opportunity 1o prove the case
or at least to present the

Sokoto bars

6 pregnant
women from hajj

2 Sokoto Stute health
sub-committee for the
2005 Hajj has barred

six pregnant women from
performing this year's Hajj.

Alhaji Abdullahi
Muaigwandu, chainman of the
committee, 1old the Nows
Agency of Nigeria (NAN) in
Sokoto that “the affected
women's Pregnancies were
above five months.™

According te bim, “the
women hailed  from Hlela
and  Tambawal local
govemment areas”.

Maigwundu expluined
that “although Islam does not
| prohibit pregnant women
! from performing Hajj, the
|vigorous nature of the
| enercise makes it difficult for
some of them

In view of this, they are
| barred to protect both their
health and those of the
unbaorn babies,”

Meanwhile, clinics bhad
| been set up at the Hajj camp
land the Sokoto airport, a8
| well as in Medina, Mccea,
Jeddah, Arafat and Mina, to
mke adequate care of
| pilgrims from Sokoto State,
e said,

Miigwindu also said that
enough drugs had been
bought to take care of the
pilgrims, both at home and
||.I:|w.1

*Qualificd doctors and
other health personnel were
ks engaged (o ensure that
the pilgrims are kept
healthy,™ he ndded

From Allys Haruna,
(?mu;wmﬁ: (Kaadunal

witness but no avail.

He held that no prima facie
cise has been established to
warmnt the court to fame
any charge against the accu-
sed person under section 159
of the Criminal Procedure
Code (CPC) for went of
cvidence, saying that who
ever is not satisfied with the
ruling has right of appeal.

He held that he found
nothing before him 1o act on,
saying the evidence so far
adduced in conclusive and
the statement sought 10 be
tendered have go through the
trial to  ascertain ity
valuntariness

The accuscd person,
Abdullahi Nuhy and two
others were armigned before
the Chigf Magistrate Court
on 30 June, 2003 for
alleged ermminal conspimicy,
intentional assauly and
inciting disturbance contrary
o section, 97, 399 and 114
of the penal code.

When the police First
Information Report (FIR), to
the ncoused persons, they
pleaded not guilty 1o the
allegations in which the court
ordered the prosecutions
prove the cise against the

nccused persons.

The Principnl Witness
(PW1) Hussaini Musa, &
Superintendent of Police
(5P} serving with Zaria city
division has enrlier testified
that on 200672003 at 1500
Towrs while be was on special
duty wygether with others at
the one Albaji Munnit
Ja'afiuru (Yariman Zazzau for

the said Yarima's daughterat |

Kusfa, Zaria city, in which
many dignitaries atended
General [brahim Badamasi
Babangida and General
Muhammadu Bubari were in
attendance.

The witness said that aller
the wedding Fatiha, while his
feam were esconting General
Babangida to where his car
was parked, the aceused

went townrd the said
former president pointing
fingers al him. saying in
Hauesa language “Aliah Yo isa
bamu yafe bu macuci,”
meaning God will not judge,
we will not agree, cheat

The witness further stated
that his team were able to

control the crowd that surged |

rowards the former head of
stale

Thie witniess also submitted
thist the accused were later
arrested and taken the
magistrale courts.

‘Yams on petrol tankers
unsafe for consumption’

inengimi Reuben,
wants NAFDAC o deter-
mine the safety of yams,
hauled in petroleum tan-
kers”

Reuben raised the alarm
yesterday in 8 chat with the
News Agency of Nigeria
(NAN) nt Eleme, Rivers
State

She noted that “many
tanker drivers haul yams in
tanks after discharging petro-
Jewm products.”

Reuben  said:  “Ouwr
drivers, after lifting products
from Port Harcourt refinery
to various parts of the
country, wse the same tankers
to convey yams on their
return.” Some of the tanker
drivers sold their yam tubers
at o mini-market boca-ted just
before the refinery, she smd

Reuben alsg condemned
“the way petroleum tanker
drivers park their vehicles on
the Pori Harcourt refinery
road indiscriminately™.

She recalled that “a
representation was made on
the poor environmental stute
of the surroundings of the
refinery.

“But nothing has been
done to restructure the ghe- |
1o, which constitutes a |
seriors health huzand 1o the
public and to motorists.”

n the same ver
Jemaimah Daka, bead of the

Dakarna Beautification Ass- ¢

ociation in Rivers State,
wsked both the federal gove-
mment and oil companies
“to cheek the destruction of
aqua-culture in the area™
The situation posed seri-
ous health  dangers and
should be halted imme-
dintely, she stressed.

Trast

CWS

PDP mational secretary, Chisf Vincent Ogbulafor (right) being interviesced by journalists
during the NEC meeting held in Abufa ... Tuesday. Pix: Kennedv Eghonodie.

Nasarawa acting gov tasks xtian
pilgrims on religious practice

he Nasarawa State
Acting Governor, Mr.
Labaran, has urged the

state inteonding Christian

2

He enjoined them o take
the lesson lenrnt during the
workshop organised for the

Jing pilgrims seriously,

Pil 1o lseac] 1o remain
steadlast by keeping the
Biblical Ten Commandments
while in the Holy Land in
arder w avold operting in
variance wilh the laws of the
host country,

The acting governor who
i leading the contingent to
the pilgrimage made this
charge Tuesday in his Fare
well message to the pilgrims
at the Abacha Youth Centre
in Lafis.

s doing otherwise would
jeopurdise the purpose for
which the pilgrimage was
intended.

A statement by the Dire-
ctor of Press AfTairs 1o the
Acting Governor, Mallam
Dianmusa Mobammed, indic-
ated that Mr. Maku advised
the pilgrims never W abscond
during their brief stay in the
Holy Land as being practised
by some participants from
other parts of the country.

Budget: Yobe gov. signs
N5b provisional warrant

overnor Bukar Ibr-
ahim of Yobe yest-
erday signed a provi-
sional N billion capital and
recurrent watrant pending

Obasanjo appoints
Lecky NHIS scribe

1 1 Ol B

P()bamnjo. hax appr-

oved the appointment
of Dr. Muhammed Lecky s
Executive Secretary of the
National Health Insurance
Scheme (NHIS)
A statement signed by the

Presidens Qlusegun (Hsanje

Special A 1o the Min-
ister of Health, B.B, Olow-
odola siid the appointment
took effect from December
281N 2004 for a period of four
years.

Dr. Lecky, until his appoi-
ntment was a Direetor in the
Federal Minisiry of Health
and the National Project
Coordinator of the World
Bank and African Develop-
ment Bank Health system
Development Project.

He holds a Post Doct-
orate and Doctorate Degree
in Health Demography from
the Harvard University and
the University of California
respectively.

Dr. Lecky has since assu-
med oflice as the executive
Seerctary of the National
Health Insurance Schemie.

the passage of this year's
budget by the state  House
of Assembly.

Addressing members of
the state executive council,
Ibrahim said the amount
represented  one-twelfth of
the proposed budget,

He suid the constitution
had empowered him to sign
the provisional warrani,
stressing that the amount
would be used to complete
ongoing projects

He said the state would
construct 8 modem  veteri-
nary hospital to cater for the
large number of | 3

While calling on them to
desist from turning the
journey into & business
venture, the Acting Governor
pleaded with the pilgrims to
pray hard during the cxercive
for their Sune Governor,
Aldhudi (Dr.) Abdullahi Ada-
mis, the people of Nasaraws
State und to remember those
recently killed m the Asian
Taunami wave disaster.

Earlicr in his address, the
Chairman of the Christian
Pilgrims Welfare Board,
HRH, Abaga Toni, Dr. Syl
vester Ayi, thanked the stute
Gavernor, All, (Dr.) Abd-
ullahi Adamu, for sponsoring |
more than half of the 160 |
participants from Nasarawa
State.

The chairman comm- |
ended the solo effort made by |
one of the Baptist Churches |
which is sponsoring its pastor |
for the religious rites, urging
other organisation to emulate |
this gesture. |

He stressed that partici-
pants should use the oceasion
to glarify, worship God and
pray for the progress of the |
o

uniry.

He called on them to
remember the story of the 3
wise men who visited Christ
at his birth but returned to | |
their country soon after, |
He pledged the contin-

adding: “It is through such
that our leadenship in livest-
ock production will be
sustained.”

He said eattle ranches
would be developed as well
as yrass plains and animal
reserves, noting that “we will
also consider establishing
dairy factories.”

In another development,
Ibrahim said that plans were
underway to purchase 20 fire
fighting vehicles to reduce
the loss of Tives and property
through fire outhreak

support of the
Christian faithful in the state
10 the present administrtion. |
In his remarks, the Com-
missioner of Information and
Internal Affairs, who is one
of the pilgrims, Mr. Suleman
Adokwe, thanked the gove-
rament and people of the
state for the privilege ace-
orded them to perform the
pilgrimage.
Me. Adokwe urged fellow
participants o move closer o

| God 50 that by the end of the |

pilgrimage, they would have
boen made anew
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(Obasanjo pays

resident Olusegun

P Obasanjo Tuesday

| paid an unscheduled

| visit 1o the home of the PDP

| National Chairman, Chief
Ay Ogbe.

The president, who

| branched Ogbe's home on

This wary back from the Wacdata

 house venue of the national

il ummwlmﬂ-

| the party, spent sometime in
the house located close to
the presidential villa.
Coming st & time the
rumier mill was full with talk
of maves by Obasanjo 1o re-
maove Ogbe both as his ad-

wiser on food security und
mnunh.lmnmnul‘hnmﬂy.
it way indicative that the wo
hadl reconciled.

Ogbe spoke on the visit
later at the State House,
where be witnessed the inau-
gurntion of the national com-
mittee on nising resourees in
m\nmvﬁl:mﬂmnrm

Bubhari, Ba_faréwa gracy

NPP Presidential Can
I A"L ate General
lohammed Buhari

(rd) and Sokoto Stale Gov-
ernor Attahira  Dalhat

unscheduled

visitto Oghe

He told reporters that al-
though the president was pot
a stranger in his house,
today’s visil was “a mosi
welcomed surprise.”

He said the visit had
shown how deep the recon-
ciliation between them had
gone  and  commended

Tior hiss wisdom and
cournge

From Hussan A. Karoli,
Corresponsdent, (Thiivel
Bafurawa as well as severl
former governors, politicians

| Gowerniar Peter Ol f Riverves State aod D Abel Goubali, INEC chairmun, here potting hewds

1 "M’Iﬂ'.-.m

' Gov. Kalu, most detribalized Nigerian - Com

| together ét Hotel Prestdential, Part Harcourt, during the cerreat for electurel commisvduners in Port

Faﬁowing Abia State Gav.emw Orfi
Kalu's recent declaration to contest the
2007 Presidential election inspite of his
party’s (PDP) decision to zone the office
1o the North, Daily Trust met his Special
Duties Commissioner, Chief Chika Odom
who explained the governor's reason to
contest the presidential election.

Excepits:

hiel Orfi Kalu
recently declared
his Intention to run

for the presidency in 2007.
Does this not amount to

Now, he has also increased
the tempo of political
sctivities with his decision to
vie for the presidency and
making It very clear to the
whole world that he intendy
kg I s mow lelt 1o any

Chicf Chika (ddow
There is nowhere in the

shunning the agenda of the  oiher  person who  is
Igho ss praposed by the  jnperested in the rce to come
Ohanacee Nd'lgha to up quickly. And this is very
harmonise |Iv |;M important b n
didl: fe idential g is not

el s thist of hi “HF a hapk 4 thing. You can’t
which has zomed the Just rush into & presidential

to the north?

No, this does not amount
to shusning the Ohanacze
Nd'Igbo. Rather, the
governor has set the tone for
other Igbo candidates 1o
declare their ambitions carly
enough 1o enable the one
strategise on how Lo win the
presidential election in 2007
What Kalu has done is

coming out. You will recall
ihat his speech in 2001 was
what really motivated the

hrell fihe

campaign and think you'll
succeed, It is never done like
that. More so, the governor
happens 1o be sure of his
own credentials and ability to
deliver that was why he

PO ¢ that wry
the purty's presidentinl
aspiranis must come from
only one part of the country,
Morcover, PDP has not made
uny catcgorical statement
vis-d-vis.  where s
presidentinl Mlag bearer mus
conme from.

wery early.

Nigeria is such a big
coumry thai if you start your
campaigns late, you are not
likely 1o be uble 1o cover the
whole country. So, rather
than saying be hus defied the
Ighe agenda, the govemor
has only strengihened it by

tghwi in swinging into stion
on the isste of the 2007
providency, Nobody ook the
wsdiie sertously until that
spocch during ihe Tigho Diy.

This decl:
Bot his party, the PDP,
has  zomed the 2007

Presidency to the North.
Does thal mean he is golug
twawitch parties?

But  some  have
known  questioned his intentl federal
based on all of

wnd prominent businessmen
were among the large crowd
that avended the wedding of
the daughier of ANPP's
board of trustee member,
Alhaji Badaru Abubakar over
the: weekend.

The gathernng, the e of
which has not heen seen for
a foag fime in the ancient city

) AI!IIII the

cal ieen both tha PP
and ANI'P s (housands of
seople converged ot the
Saudnrk Bobura's residence 1o
witness the &

-dum ol the bryde s (ather an
hour hefore the weeding
faitha of Hajiya Aisha B

having falled to deliver
democratic dividends 1o the
peophe of Abis State and. ..
{Cuts in) Lam very huppy
that the Federal Government
took the decision 1o star
publishing how much each
state receives from the
Federation Accounts. Abia
State is ope of the least
receiving states from the
purse The
aro there. You can

disowns

he Federal Capital
Ter-ritory (FCT)
chapter of the All

Progressives Grand Alliance
(APGA) has i I

FCTAPGA

-
meeting
6, 2005 in Abuja

The chapter also said
thist it was not aware of any
proposed meeting of the

itself from a meeting by a
group purporting to be
APGA members on January

ce Badaru’s wedding

Abubakar and Dr. Yunusa
Ya'u

Also in attender were the
deputy Governor of Kano
state, Engineer Magaji
Abduilahi, former miliry ad-
rministrators of Jigawa, Akwa
Thom and Kaduna states who
were hesieped ind checred by
e crowd

Onhors who stended the
cerenodly include fommer cf
vilian governors of Jignwa

Sale '*-l\.llu iyl several other
pohvical beavy weigh
the

ANPE presidential oundidate

who caime smids dight secu-

Tity.

verify e hings. When
wyou have dunr that, then
visil the stale 1o assess what
the Kalu sdministration had
achieved in the last five and
& halll years sifice coming (o
affice side by side with the
revenoe thal sccrued to the
state, One thing s »
nobody can ‘enl
Vo 1 money i that
sonill states excepl you pnt
e grind the or irc
government mochinery o
halt, We beliove that what the
governor las been able w
achicve in the last five and a
half years s monumental, We
wanl people 1o visit Abin
State w0 that we can
physically point out what we
have been ableto do, It is not
& matier of propaganda or
politics we are talking
politics,

But some bave also
questioned his level of
education....

[Cuts in} The
\'unhlnlulmn has fixed a
ng on the educational
qunlll’l:nllwn demanded of 1
person who wants o run for

"car,

So, itis about time we stop being naive and realise
that the presidency project is a national project and
we must bring out somebody who has the clout, the
capacity, the financial muscle, the organizational
capability, to run for a presidential campaign. It is
not an emotional game, it is hard-core business.

party scheduled for Abua
today adding that a
chapter 1o the Nutho

retariat of the party, it
(FOT) chaprer ought 1o
know about any mecting of
the party. |

In n press stalement

signed by its Vice Chairman
and Organising Secretary,
Stanley Ude Harry and
Obiorah Chidozie respec-
tively, the FOT APGA main-
that it had always
heen the tradition of “our

great party 1o hold its
g at the National Sceretisl
4, Road

Estate,

tai

situdied st Houe
1%, Gwarinpa

w allend such mivetiings just
I owarned

tirainat conven

g illegal meety
name of the pary!

missioner

such office. T'van nssure you
thut, the Governor of Abla
State has the requisite
squalification as required by
the constitution 10 run for
the presidency. You don't
need 10 be a Wole Sovinka
or Chinus Achehe 1 become
the prestdent if “you
ulersiand what leadership
and service 1w the people
all fbout aedd you have the
capacity w detiver,

What gives goverdor
Kalu the conviction to
Combent?

He “is  the mow
detrihalised Nigeriy who s
Igbo swek and
apying such level of
political office he is bolding
now, He is more acceptible
to the other geo-political
pones more than any ofher
Igbo politician today, We
should realise thai what we |
are talking about is the |
presidency of Nigerta and o |
presidency of Tgbo land. 1¥all |
the lgho were to quene up
behind o candidate

unnmimously and the other
#ones sy they do pot sccept

votes can't elect a
prresident of Nigeria,
aboul time we stop being
naive and realise thit the
presidency project is a
nathonal project mnd Wi st
bring out semchody whao lis
the clout, the capacity, the
financial  muscle, the
organizational capability, to
run for @ presidentisl
campaign, 104 not oan
emotional game, it is hoed-
core business
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LamFfura state, Alhaji Ahmed

ANPP govs
parley on

party’s
crisis
overnors of the All
Nigeria  Peoples |

Party (ANPP) |
controlled states and some

national leaders of the party | &

met on Monday, January |
IN2005 ar Kebbi stare |
Giovernor's Lodge Abuja in
further pursuit of lasting
solu 1o the intractahle
crists that dodged the party.

Chaired by Governor
Muhammad Adamu Alieroof |
Kebbi state, the meeting was
attended by Governor Ahmed |
Sani Yerima of Zamfara stae, |
Senator Ali Modu Sherif of |
Bomo state, Attahin Dalhotu I
Bafarawa of Sokoto and
Bukar Abba Ibrahim of Yobe
State.

A statement signed by
Governor  Muhammadu
Adamu Aleiro of Kebbi state
said others in attendance |
include Alh. Umaru Aliyu
Shinkafi, a former National
Chairman of the party, Alh.
Giarba Yusuf Ali, Lt Gen,
Jeremiah Useni (rid), Maj.
Gien. Bashir Magashi (rd)
and a former speaker of the
House of Represenitatives,
Chicl Edwin Ume Excoke,

According to the staterment

Eam!bﬂﬂt Iy qnymn--mmn{m(wmwmmmzrmmnuwm Pixz,

Lraaily Truse

InSICIe Iblltlcs

KENNEDY Sﬁm

APGA wants Anambra elected officials to leave office

he All progressive
II Grand Alliance
(APGA)has said that

in view of the recemt
revelations by president
Olusegum Obasanjo, Chiel
Chris Uba and Dr. Chris
Ngige that the Peoples
|)!.mﬂ|.ﬂl|li. Party (PDP) did

Adamu Aliero of Kebbi State |
was saddled with ﬂw uni af

the entire

’l]ll]clu.nom in Anambra

stute, elected officers on PDP
latfi

© ing a rec
meeting allncd at finding |
lasting solution to the |
problem in the party. |
It said that the proposed |
reconcilintion meeting which
would be chaired by
Governor  Muhammadu
Adamu Aleiro, is scheduled
for Thursday February 10
2005, at Kebbi state |
Governor's Lodige Abuja and |
will be attended by all the |
seven ANPP Governors and
all members of the National
Working Committee (NWC)
of the party,

vacate their
immeditely.

In n statement signed by its
National Chairman, Chief
Chekwas Okorie, APGA said
that based on the confessions
of the trio, it was appuml

office

in the state should

Obasanjo’s letter to the PDP
Chairman, Chief Audu
Ogbeh on the Anambra
mayhem, Chns Uba’s media
state that he ively rigged

wor nII the elections in the
state”,

It said that, since Nigeria
is not a lawless society “we
i

the elections and Dr. Ngige's
confession in 2003 that both
the governorship and
presidentiol polls result in
Anambra state were written
o the same tble “were clear
public evidence that APGA

restoration of all stolen
mandates as a way out of the
Anambra political twrmaoil,
which has made mockery of
our nascent democracy.”

The party condemned the
call by the PDP leadership on

that APGA candid
rlu: Governors!

Assembly elections in
Anambra state” and that
president Obasanjo’s letter 1o
the PDP Chairman, Chief
Audu Ogheh on the Anambra |
state_and that_president |

Group urges Zamfara
gov to contest presidency

¢ Yerima Solidurity
Association (YSA),
an umbrells campaign

organisation for Zamfara
state governor, Alhaji Ahmed
Sani, has called on him to
declare his interest for the
presidency in 2007

A statement signed by
Malam Muh d Usman,

From Aliyn Harana, |

’  Correspondent mmmj |

ﬂlm will cqully do well as
Nigeria's President.

The statement urged all
youths organisations, clubs
and associations as well as
other Nigenans to join in the
cnmpnlsn to persuade the

National President of the
group, called on the governor
to  contest the 2007
presidential election. The
call, according to the
statement was because of the
groups conviction that having
donewell ws governor in

the 2007
pmndmnnl mee,

Similarly, the statement
urged all the political partics
to endorse and support the
bid to drag governor Sani 1o
contest for the presidential
race, adding that he is a man
ofmulﬂdl.uﬂuwﬂmm

el dynamisen and I’umm,lu

mpmlud by the
{ govemor

Dannld Duke of Cross
River state, the Managing
Director of the Nigerian Pors
Authority (NPA), Chief A.B.
Sarumi has sdvised him 1o
consider running for a third
ferm in 2007,

Chiel Sarumi said in
Calabar at the weekend that
because everybody talked
about the present
developmental strides taking
place in Cross River he
would suggest 1o Duke to go
| for a third term, if it was
possible.

“Duke is one who has set
mrks %o it is possible or if
the law permits he should go
in for the third term as the
governor of Cross River
state. This is because
| everybody in the country now
is taking about Cross River
stute” Sarumi said.

Sarumi, who was in
Calabar for a Chieflaincy title

im by the Efik
didem Professor

Nl.nrl_hm.h Henshaw, also iy
Wmmo

=

2007 Sarumi advises
Duke on tl:urd term

Dr Ngige to resign as
bra State G

saying that the call bordered
“on insincerity, perfidy and
treachery against APGA™,
According 1o APGA,
democracy can only (lourish

sm:: the
electoral robberies had been
committed and confessions
rmasdle, it ks time for restitution
and restoration of all stolen

Leadership cri

rocks IBB

ampaign

group

have emcrged in
IBB Vision 2007 as o

M!ﬂl Umar Karaure

Hassey lia result of wist, some observed that although
Correxpondent (Calabar) . ; 5 gof cl'lum 1o bring all pro IBB
le of Cross River for the | the orgar by Past - campaign groixs under one
mwdnm him even as e | Miltary aides and friends of  ymbrells we welcome, it
e former rall:ll_ry j‘“‘el}ﬂlﬂlh should howrv=, be properly
prom nton | General Ihrahim Babangida.  apticulated v involve all

within his tenure in office
effectively and efficient

m Nalion.nl I'ul-!ic.-ily

The NPA boss, whu w
decked in an Efik tradi

Sllmm Yuuur told Daily

regalin with his  wife
depicting the title of “Ada
Idaha ke Efiu Abumfu,” also
poured encomium on Duke
for “setting a precedence in
development which previous
admintstrations could not.™
Responding, Mr. Duke

against
lnyhody no matier Im
professional
long as their interest ullm
with that of the organisation
which, sccording to him, i
the mobilisation of the
grassroots for total support of
IBB when he decides to
contest the presidency of

stakehold

Alha Abubakar
mami:  § hat if progress
wis made all sister
ul’PBI wtions must be

im0 G any decision o be
l’h 1 1 'dher the new umbrella

{ sation for IBB 2007,
‘e Nigerian Project.”

The Marshal-General of
the “IBB Vision 20077,
Alhaji Yusuf Alhasan Gumel
said that he represented the
organisation at the Abuja
meeting of TNP but was
surprised that what was
discussed ut the meeting was
not what was released 10

expressed confidence in Nigeria in 2007,

Chicf Sarumi to see that ports “What we are against is the

operation at the Calabar Ports | militarisation  of  our

heigh d by making it more ion by those friends,

operational to meet the sl!m:s uru:llnll:npd orders
and in an

operations
developmental needs of the

orumlsnltm that is purely

ﬁlIIIL

He -l-led that u: honour
1o Sarumi was not only from
Efik land but from all those
who strongly belicve in him

their participation in the
organisation but they have to
learn to do things in a
democratic  way,”  he
declared

1o create 4 positive inpact on When contacted in Kano,
the nation’s by | the National of IRB
inggthe authofity and pons | Vision. © 2007%  Alhaji-

o8 o ggrmter heights, | Abubakar Adamu Karaure

He disclosed that the
decision taken at the Abuja
meeting was that a politician
from the northwest he
appointed to coordinate the
zone and was therefore
surprised to discover that a
retired general who is not
intune with the realiscs of
grassroot. polities  and

moblliation,




i fims Schu

mnouncod by
Weher o a Cerman tolevisiim
fundrairing drive thaton Tus
esdday evening received muore
than 34 null n euros in

Moya be
nerves in

opening win

weod and defending

champion  Carlas |

Moya made casy
progress into the second |
round of the Chenmal Open
i M,

The Spaniard saw off |
qualificr Julian Knowle of
Austria, 64 7-6(1/4). |

“One’s always nervoos
pluying the first match of the |
season,” he said. “He had
more match practice than me
and 1'm happy to have put it
out of the way.”

Parndorn  Stichaphan
struggled sgainst Belgian
Christophe Rochus until the |
mateh tumed on 4 second set |
tie baroiak, the Thai winning 4=
676 (TH4) 61,

Junas Bjorkman sl came
from behind 1o win,

The Swede lost the ot |
throe games before beating |
India’s Karan Rastogi (-4 6-
0o

Bjorkman, seeded fourth,
has pledged to donate his
flournament winnings 1o the
continuing relief effor in Asia |
following the devastating
Boxing Day tsunami

“These have beon a
twugh few dinys for all of us,”
hhe said.

“I hope we can bring a
Nitthe light in the darkness
wround us. It's our duty o
Jerdall help o those altectod
and the respoase 1've got
from my fellow players has

= been very pasilive.”

Madras, now known s
Cherenai, i the capital ey of
Tumil Natdu stude where an
witinmted £000-poople died
it guanl wisves triggered by
an; carthgaake off the

ey eeih |

it o, We'rg
thipn.”

| O’Neal’s

ermame O Meal seored an
NHA n-high 55

season high

tar: forward's
by |

points as the Indiann
Pacers crushed the Milw-
nukoe Bucks 116-99 on Tue-
sduy, shortly after he snno-
unced plans of a personal
reliel Tund for (sunami
victims,

Having said before the
ame he would do i
1,000 for every point he

scores in Thutsday's clash
with the San Antonio Spum,
¥Neal could be in line 1o
make a wizeable donation to
+ relief efforts iy Asia iChe can
match ar better Tuesday's

igh performance.
O'Hﬂl,wllulﬂm.::‘a 13-
game su ion for his purt
ina beawl with fans during &
seanrne with the Detroit Pisions
in November, has quickly
returned 1o form,

m-mmm
farward Marcus Fizer during their NHA

B e

Y
rebounds, was one betier
than the previous sesvon
best sei by Philadelphia's
Allen Iverion and just two
points shy of Reggie Miller's
Pacers club record bf 7.

The victory was the
Sourth straight for the Pacens
who remutin without allstar
Ron Arteal, serving o sco+
won-lang suspension fue his
role in Detrait melee, and
Stephen Jackuon, out with &

fhan

In Minneapolis, Amare
Stondemie scorad M points
before being ejectod as the
Phoeris Suns avenged one of
their few losses ol the sea-
son out gunning the Timbe-
rwolves 122-115, improving
alil.w NBA-best record o 27

ﬂ-.{‘ pubnrpn ahi

Bilmesche om | Lk e lnuw

Dully Trese

Not even a ¢arcer high
and franchise-record 47
pointy from reigning NBA
MVP Kevin Gamett could
cool the red hot Suns, who
claitned their first win at the
Target Center in almost five
yours, semdding the slumping
Wailves 1o their thind straight
[

Garnett, who also grab-

Thorsday, Tanuavy 622005

orting cast played slamng
roles m Broce Bowen scored
w senson-hugh 24 poits and
Rrent Barry addad 14 10 sparkc
a 10083 wictory over the Los
Angeles Lakerd.

Bowen also pliyed a part
delensively huidinu Fabe
Bryant 1o just 17 points,
denying the Lakers leadet o
fourth consecutive 40 point

Simah._. faidklieg forwarsd w3 ehie start of the golfing sewvan

leads Pacers past Bucks

points and the Wizards hir for |
u club record 14 three-poin.
tory 10 colloc ir secomi
wruiyght win sipailing brilliant
efforts from the Netu duo of
Vince Carter and Jason Kk, |
Carter had 31 points for |
his best performance since |
Joining the Nets fram the
Toronto Rapiors last month
while Kidd added 19 points,

bed 17 rebounds snd four as-  ouling. eight rebounds and seven
Abuty, easily improved on his Tim Duncan had o rolat-  assists.
provious carcer high of 40 ively quict night offensively The Nets saw the m=|
points and oclipsed the team  for San Antonio, contrib-  alip away lato in the fourth
mark of 44 hebd by Tony Cam- — uting 12 pnmh atid I“ :-:b» uirtes, failing o score in the |
phell and Wally Secertiak unids white % il i nd missing
farwn Marion added 28 13 point as Spuns picked up their final seven shots while |
points while Steve Nash  their sixth win in seven  the Wizards drained the last
chipped in with 20 points and 13 pakis
16 assists ns the Suns withs- In \'."nllm;tnn Larry In New York, Chris Web-
ood 4 late mlly 1w recond thelr his season  ber scored 22 points and Peja

14th winin I3 games,
In San Antonlo, two
members of the Spurs supp-

o atgininnd |ﬂfmiw Fucks

Lol oo

o0 it 8

I| wnh 33 points and

Ol seven Assists as

1I|c Wizards crushed the
New Jemey Nets | 12-88

_ Gillbert Arenns added 20

Stojakovic hit for 21 as the
Seeramento Kings downed
the Kaicks 105-98 to celchmie |
their first win in the Big Apple
sinee. 1994,

Dates set for 2006 |
African Nations Cup finals

ext year's African
N Mutions Cup finals in
Egypt will yed

from January 20 to F
10, the Confederation of
Adfrican Foothall (CAF) have

| announced

Both the opening match
and the {inal will be played at

| Cabre’s National stadiam,

currently closed for renova-
tions, It bas & capacity of

The athier venues for the
bi-ammsal continental cham-
pionship have yet 1o be ann-
ounced but are expected 10
be Alexandns, Port Said and
Aswan, according to CAF
o ficiuls.

The dates are again expe-
cled b0 case & storm of contr-
ovorsy with club managers in
Furape, whi will be forced 1o
pive up players o compete
in the event during the
Euwropenn league scavon,

Thic last Nations
tourmaszent in Tunisin
ot thic same datey
wnd the comfraversy over the
reloase of Furopenn-basod
players for the toumanwent

d'ominnlnd the build-up o
the ev

CAF t Issa Hay-
aton an:m previous
calls 1o move the tourmament
to u date in the European off-
REABON EVEN |hmg!m= vast

majority of | rarti-
cipate at r:e Nations Cup
!'mnh now come from clubs

T‘h: draw for the 2006
Finali will be held in Cairo on
Octaber 20 this vear, o fortn.
ight after the qnnm‘\-mg
competition endi

he qualifiers for the |
20006 Nations Cup finals have |
been cambined with ihos: for |
:Iu !Iﬂn World C upl'ilnl.un

Mnnlu. )hn\ ing nl:]l:l.l l!l:
lel\vny sape.

The winner af ench of the |
five qualifying jn
o the \-lrlat Elpsfmﬁ’:wuhlr
the top throe teams o each
f‘""{' n{u:uhr; for thi: Nitions |

up

A( Egypt quadify anstoma
tically s hosts, m: tlnl IIm-:

tcams exctudin -
tians giv dnug Ls:a
Poup .

- -

!
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Hotspur were
denied a shock Premicr
League victory at

Manchester United when a

deadlock with a neat shot on

the turn by striker Alnn Smith

which was brilliantly tumed

:"“'ly by Spurs goalkeeper
il Robi

Linesman’s blunder denies S

as United were left to rue the
absence of injured strikers
Ruud van Nistelrooy and
me tha and  the

huge error by a li
rived them of a last-
te winner at Old

ord on Tuesday.

With the teams level at (-
0, Spurs midfielder Pedro
Mendes  launched an
ambitious looping shot from
45 metres which was spilled
by United goalkeeper Roy
Curroll ot least a metre over
his own line.

Carroll  desperately
scrambled the ball away and
|the referee nllowed play 1o
continue as linesman Ray
Lewis faited o signal that it
had crossed the line

The incident
overshadowed 4 match in
which United were frustrated
by o disciplined Spurs
defensive performance as
they slipped 11 points behind
leaders Chelsea.

“1 can understund it bot
it's still o disgrace if you are
playing football in 20035 and
there s 80 much technology
in the world,” Spurs coach
Martin Jol told £

I am very hay
draw but obviously 1t would
have been nice o win st Old
Trafford.”

United manager Alex
|I'crgu»m also said the time
|had  come for wideo

equipment to be used.

It just adds weight to the
ﬂ:’mlnhnul technology being

ought in,” Ferguson said,
“1 don’t think you can
blame the referec or the
linesman because [ wasn’t
sure mysell that the ball had
crossed the line. It looked
T but | wasn't dead

United dominated the
t half and nearly broke the

Winger Cristiano
Ronaldo headed narmowly
over the bar from a comer
and captain Roy Keane's
meaty volley flew just wide

d Wayne koouqr
The hosts also lost in-
form winger Ryan Giggs to
injury in the first half but
continued to pour forward,
coming closest 10 scoring on

the hour en  Spurs
defender Noe Pamarot
tirned o cross against his
OWn post.

Tottenham rarely
threatened Carroll's goal but
played neat passing football
through midfield and striker
Robbic Keane shot just over
the bar shorfly before

united in a call for the b

by an astonishing blunder by officlals

Manchester Unised's m-mwﬂmm nmqwaum Premierships leading managers
after ham were demied victory aver Manchester United

ursvncto

As controversy uud
around the stadium in
time, United had a
It

and ﬁc,rendcr Gabricl Heinze
brought another diving save

out of Robinson.
Spurs remained seventh

in the standings.

strike seals

gripping
Everton win

Leon
spectacular injury time
winner gave the lecymﬂc
club a 2-1 vietory over
Portsmouth at Goodison
Park.

Nigerian striker
A ni Yakubu though
he had rescued a point for the
battling visitors after
defender Alan Stubbs had
mide the vital breakthrough.

out- and waste - a sucoession
of chances before Osman
struck in the dying seconds
to settle an entertaining
LA
Porismouth arrived af
Goodison Park boasting an
unbeaten away recond under
their Croatian manager
Velimir Zajec
The 48-year-old former
director of football m
Panathinaikos and Dynamo
Zagreb had steered the south
const club to three wins and
three draws in eight ;;nm
since wl:ccrding larry |
in charge of
south coust arch-nvals |
Southampton, in November.
Everton’s hopes of

two sucoessive defents yet
the  six-million-pound
capture of Beattie from
Suulhn‘imn just hours
before kick-off clearly lifted

Drogha puts Chelseain touching distance of title

idier Drogba has put
“helsen within
touching distance of

their first English title in 50
years after Jose Mourinho's
side opened up a
commanding seven-paint
lend at the top of the
Premiership

The Ivory Coast striker
up.ml a Iurm chunk of his
24 | transfer

draw with Manchester City st

Highbury while a
Manchester United side
missing Ruud van

Nistelrooy, Louis Saha and
Wayne Rooney needed an
appalling blunder by the
referce to escape with a

fee with a first-halfl double
that fired Cheleea to a 2-0
win over Middlesbrough on
a night that could prove
decisive in the title race.

With  Arsenal  and
Manchester United both held
to draws, the title is now, in
the words of Middlesbrough
manager Steve McClaren,
“Chelsea’s 10 lose.”

Mourinho's assistant,
Steve Clarke, would not go
that fiur but he did underline
the psychological edge the
Blucs had gained by coming
through the gruelling
Christmas and New Year
period with maximum points
from four games and no
goals conceded.

*The only thing that
mafters now is that we are
still in front when it comes
10 May,” Clarke said.

It was a g::d night for
s bur waon't have to worry
wbout the results elsewhere.
We've been top of the league
fior some time now and we're
enjoying it up thene.”

Arsenal bad to come

Il draw  against
Tottenham at Old Trafford.

United now stand 11
points adrift of Chelsca and
it will take something special
for Sir Alex Ferguson's men
to get back into scrious
contention.

Typically however, the

sty at home, This is a job for
a strong man and for us o
give up and say they've won
it would be criminal.

Restored to the Chelsea
starting Tine-up at the
expense of Eidur
CGudjohnsen, Drogba
required barely o quarter of
an hour 1o fire his side info
the lead, lutching on 1o a pass
from Frank Lampard and
beating Gareth Southgate
before finishing from just
imside the box.

Two minutes later the
Ivory Coast striker killed the

Scot is refusing to sccept that game as 4 contest with a
||n: battle is |(:|_ bullet header from a
‘I think this is ly delivered froe-kick

when the season starts in
camest because there is an
added pressure as you reach
the point of no retum,” he
said.

“1 think we are better
under pressure because there
is m great sense of urgency in
the team as they realise thai
they will have to grind out
results now.”

Arsenal boss Arsene
Wenger struck a more
realistic tone,

*At the moment Chelsea
do not look like dropping
seven points but you never
know. Anything can happen
in football,” the French

from Lampand.

That was the cue for Jose
Mourinho's side to twm on
the style and, but for the
heroics of their goalkeeper
Mark Schwarzer, Boro might
easily have been on the
receiving end of a five or six-
goal thrashing.

What Arsenal would
have given for that kind of
evening. As it was, Arsene
Wenger's side were lefi
reeling by a stunning Shaun
Wright-Phillips strike just
after half an hour.

The step-son of Arsenal
legend lan Wright took full
advantage of Patrick Vieira
losing p 1 stside his

the spirits of supporters,

Beawie's arrival had
come 100 late for him 1o take
pan in Everton’s first home
game of 2005 although the
26-year-old, who has agreed
a four-and-a-half-year

ontract, was paraded on the
Iul:h before the stan wearing
his new No 8 shirt.

He stayed to waich
former Arsenal striker Kevin
C bell make his first
Premiership start for more
than four months in place of
six-goal leading scorer
Marcus Bent.

Campbell has  been
forced to take a back seat
during the first half of the
season but with Duncan
Ferguson serving a three-
match suspension and Bent
rested after a prolonged spell
in the team, the 3-vear-old
finally got his chance to

impress.

Only a brave block by
Dutch  defender and
Portsmouth captain Arjan De
Zeeuw prevented Campbell
from sending the hosts into
a sixth minute lead as
Everton went in hunt of their
fourth successive home win.

Portsmouth were
restricted 1o a couple of long-
range attempts by Czech
Repuh!nc midfielder Putrik

before Stubbs® first

g;:ml’ the season gave

oyes' side a deserved 29th
minute lead.

eeper Shaka Hislop no
header from seven-yards
followi Danish

said. "It is not casy but if we

“from behind to sccure & -1 want an easy job we shoald  fr

mlmlsrluhlnsuum
25

midfielder

ecord signing James
Beattic watched his
hnew club Everton |

Léte Osman _

-

Everton went on to carve |

-

-

-

The big defender gave

chance with a powerful |

| -

omas |



clivities are now

Mok

| had on Tuesday

Az

| in Abuja as llm!rf'
nite official sppears o be in
control of the Secretary-
| General's ofice and-all the
ather d

directed the new manage-

ment to take over the Glass
House tmmedintely

But & check by NAN

day at about 2 p.m.

The News Agency of
Nigeria (NAN) reports that
|the Sports Minister Musa

Okoye denies

‘Enyimbaswitch

From Okechukwu Exe,
Sports Correapendent
flagos)

angers captain Sam

Rulm)'c} h;‘ Ll;llim}

s linking him to

| Al'ncun':ﬁ:mpmm. Enyimba
FC.

Hie saldd that Aba shide sre
i domonstrate enough
| commiitment and vet 1 fullil

| heir cofitraciual obligations

Okaye disclosed 10 our
correspondent on phone that

:h(nth b was willing to join

the People’s Elephant, he
remains a Rangers player unil
ithe contractual agreement
were endored by all the

| partics.

“Actually 1alks were on
the high side between mysell
nnd Tinyimba ofMiciuls it for

1mrw I remain a Rangers
| player. Not until we reach o
satisfi
Fwill remmatn in Ermigu.

| joined Rungers since

IID')(- and my calculation, |
have done so much for them,
Just as they*ve done for me,

+ You know jo lifie it"s not good
| 1o remain stagnant, One has
(o seek new challenges
That's whit | am secking with
Enyimba,” lh:fmna lying |

| Eagles keeper sa

| sl)inyr:. hmm‘. denied
Frnuntions that his form has
dipped ux he was not consi-
dercd for the national team by
the Su Mpa Eagles handlers.

form dropped? Well,
In:luull wi | was i 19969 el
1 amy, even better now because
ol my technical exposure in
the g.an.Rl have :::ln in
charge of Rangers
since 1996, in the plwei:::
rose to become captain of the
side, inspiring the team in its
domestic and continental
CAmpaigns.

“Aut | wssure you that in
no distant time the Eagles
handlers
he said.

revealed that none of the
officials or the

iy Theese

Spports
- Power tussle grounds activities in Glas

office for duties. The situation
has created anxicty and
uncertanty mmong the stafl
as many of them expressed
fears about their status
fallowing the angoing refor-
ms in the association,

T“he mtﬂ' have become

e sadis

B
munagement led by (hn:l'
Taiwo Ogunjobi wis in the

approved
FIFA had queried,

Officials want. consohdatlon of

igeria’s status as

leader in table Icnnu

in Africa keoms 1o re-
wmeain solid in spite of the ob-
vious lack of injection of ad-
equate funds and [fresh
hands in the game in the coun-

try.
Its leadership status was
further cnllnmul by the

the renowed I‘IF.»\ threat to
the government (o re-instate

Iegal agroement, | Super Eagles striker John Utaka controls the ball. The federal g
Decree 101 m&mmmwmqﬂmmwﬂ

the sacked management by
Fridday or face outright ban.

“Why is the new mans-
gement afmid of taking over,
are the members not confi-
dent of what 1o do?, * an
obviously disturbed siaffer
asked,

Same of the stafl, who
pleaded anonymity, expre-
ssed fear that the confusion

in the soceer house might
adversely affect the coun-
ry's build-up to the 2006 FIFA
World Cup.

They satd that the ongo-
ing preparations for the Afn-
can Youth Championship in
Benin Republic this month
coild alvo be affecied,

Mohammed  had  on
December 23, sacked the
Ogumjobi-led team, replacing
it swith fresh hands headed by
Segun

Odeghami.
The action prompted
sharp disagreements bet-

Fhinrsday

2005

ary b,

s House

ween the ministry on one
hand s well as FIFAand NFA
on the other.

Consequently, the NFA
hoard protested against the
measure in separate petitions
to FIFA, NASS and the
ministry, a situntion that
finally led to FIFA' |
threat 1o ban the coun
its organised competitions

The world soccer ruling
body had earlier in October
issued a three-month ultima-
tum to Nigena o refine its
soceer laws or face suspen-
shon.

Hockey celebrate
world ranking

onr 2004 hur oo
and gont but for
hockey, it o yoar thai

will ever remain green,
hecuuse Nigerin maile signi-
ficant i ot only

iy Peter Ejiofor (VAY)

However, throe countnes.
— Egypt. Ghana and hosts
Nigetla — took part in the
o0, I all, six teams

2t the African level bt the
wathd stage ms well

There were two ug.m
ficant devel

from the participating
courtries int the miale
and four in the female

Nigeria fixe tho first t !

| it m the World moking and
ok the first time also hoyted

an| ional hockey

Eayp
nmulrdhrﬁlsln'h‘;l’d!
mvﬂ_ﬁ&ﬂmﬁuw

tautnament in the newly
{154 atromtiart” pitih ‘i

leadership status

the Nigertan Table Tennis
Federation (NTTF) focussed
on in 2004 wis how 1o con-
solidate the gains made so far
in the sport and sustain the
country's lendership posi-
Tion,
Unii ly, this

count in the
Sth All M‘n..n gimes tagged
Al 20037, In wllu:hN'Ea-

threatened

Egypt, South Africa, Tunisia
and Algeria o mention o few,
which are consistent with

| their development progra-

will remember me,” | mmes.

One major problem thit

‘Ojo frowns at N25,000

angers attacker,
Ebencser Ojo has
expressed disples-

sure over the N25,000
monthly wages of Premier
League players which the
NFA is mandating club
owners w pay players for
their services.

Ojo, who attributed the
mass exodus of Nigerian
players to foreign countries
to the meagre allowances
and wellare package for the
players, said ity too meagre
for Premier League players,

“Personally, 1 am not
satisfied with the monthly
take home af N25.000

monthly wage
This mavy wound greedy. But
the truth of the matter
remains that the salary is
oo small for Premier
League players, obviously
its not comparable o what
is obtaned in Egypr, Tunisia
and South Africa and that
account 1o why our league
is below standard. The
players need moncy and
they don’t care wherever so
long as they would lay their
hands on it The FA is
trving, but honestly the
money should be reviewed
upward,” he sald.

ration could nol be met s

ers, considering the difficul- |

ties in securing -pmmahlp
because of the country s eci-
nomie downturm,

On the international |
scene, though the country
could not send a team 1o the |
lS‘,':nin! Alfrican Table Tennis

only way was to i

participating in local and in-
temational competitions 1o
uwvllmk:lh of the play-

art from preparations
nnﬁmmmm
Ciames, the NTTF had not did
not do much in terms of com-
petitions locally and interna-
tionally,

On the local scene, the
Lagos State Table Tennis
Association organised the
Asoju-Oba Table Tennis
Competition, which has been
sponsured by Chief Molade
Okoya Thomas for 36 unbro-

in November, one of the

country"s international wm-
rs. Patience [keme-

wno. and an international |

referce, Mr. Oluranti Lajide | ¢
officiated. 3

Lajide was the tosmament

It is obvous that the
instalithon of an the wstro-wrt”
in Abuja i 2003, which was
budld 10 host the Tast 8th All

|Africa Ciames provided the
impretus that § d the
Afrigan Hockey

(AHF) 1o grant Nigecla a tight
o ot an imternational

I the cuw-r» malden
ranking, the National female
wwnnwn._\mi_leh

, ty Dl Fores of
Asaba placed second, Yobe
Desert Rollers of Dimaturn
Wik placed third,

Egypt's El Sayadeen
placed fourth while Ghana's
Trustees and Exchequers
finished it snd sisih
respectively,

Nigeria's Heantland club
clinched the female

title while Euinm of
G, Maryam Queens also
of Nigeria and Egypi's EI
Sharka place sccond, thind

referee and also conducted (L
an international umpires |UASE

course on the sidelines, At |
the same championship, Mr. |
Llllbuﬂ;: (Hadupo, s

\luc lund Nlu:
¢ Commitioe

m? sencral wis lcnmledm
African Table Tennis Federa-

ken years, The
held at the Mobolaji Johnson
Sports Centre, Rowe Park,
Yaba, Lugos, between De-
cember 13 and December 17,

Following on its heels,
was the | 3th Coscharis Table
Tennis  Championships,
sponsored by Concharis
Ceroup Nigena L,

This competition way
el a the newly refurbished
Indoor Spors Hall of the Na-
tional Stadivm, Lagos, from
December 20 10 December 22,

Though one could say
|hal lhcy were only able o

diﬂﬂndumw

rm_l:ﬂﬁfl_'n_n.\:ulwq vi.ce- m’l“;-":: -58 it
Six other Ni in- M
cluding the NTTF chief | 11 was the result that

, Babatunde Chbisanya,
were abso appoinied into the
various committees of the
ATTF.

At the Olympies, al-
though Nigerin did pot win
medaly, it got to the round of’
16, an attermnpt NTTF officials
desenibed us o good outing

NTTF president Cosmas
Madduka, commuenting on the
sport in 2004, said it has not
been particulorly good for
table Icnrm and other sports

b of the

n
m-l for the develap-
of the gme bind the play-

u mll

ly
duwnlull‘l in the country s
economy,

carned the male team thelr

invitation to play in the
maiden Afro-Asian CGumes in
India in 2003, thus giving

thum the appmmlly o

Tost |I|¢.\IHuCup for Cluly|

unnmmimmw_ category while

in Sepember.




| footl

FIFA writes Galadima '

Sports

...threatens to ban Nigeria

Football
INFA)

igztia

international competitions if the

buu Thrmhim Galadima

| has said that be has received
1 from world soccer

ing body FIFA waming

that Nigeria risk a ban from

Ogunjobi,
others to
face EFCC

ome of the members of the
NFA management and
recently fired by the
sports miimistry are fo be tried for
cormuption by the Economic and
Financtal Crimes Commission.
A top ministry official said
that world soceer governing
body FIFA were accordingly
briefed on this on Tuesday.

B fails o reverse
recent decisions to sack the NFA
management and some membern
of the board

“The action of the mingstry is
in violation of the spinit of the
7 rich s * Claladi 4

are being made w0 repeal the
obnoxious Decree 101 of 1992,
which gives government full
control of the NFA. i
CAF and FIFA instructor
Adegboye Onighbinde also
confirmed the latest FIFA
position.

while reading from the letter
from FIFA.

“FIFA therefore said Nigeria
have until 7 January (Friday) to
revert 1o the stitus quo or face
the consequence.”

Copies of this letter were also
sent o CAF Secretary-gencral
Mustapha Fahmy as well as
Amos Adamu who is on the
exccutive council of CAF,

A Nigerian delegation led by
Sports Minister Musa
Mohammed was recently at
FIFA headquarters in Zurich,

are to escape a FIFA ban by
Friday.

Recently, the sports minkstry
made some yweeping changes in
both the secretariat of the NFA
as well as the board.

It fired the management team
led by Taiwo Ogunjobi as well
as dropped all non-elected
members on the NFA board as
the government sought o
reform the country s soccer laws
s directed by FIFA

Bul an emergency board
meeting of the NFA last week
10 Abuja rejecied govermnment’s
re-organisution, demanding that
these changes be reversed.

Nigeriawill |
now have 1o tread sofily if they |

Nigeriun born German insernutional Patrick ﬂ-wlqldu.nh\h. im actlon for Arminia Rielefeld. The

right back has generated interest among top clubs like Bayern Munich, Schatke and Borussia

Dortmund.

Nigerians brace up for ban

® Jt’s about time we were banned -Amiesimaka
® Decision was expected -Eseka

which the NFA used to prose-
cute the last African Nations
Cup in Tunisia,

“This shows the sincerity and | B

level of commitment 1o reform

our football laws in line with |

what FIFA demand,” the official
offered.

However, FIFA have asked
the government to reverse the
recent sacking of the 1IIIW-
ment and oon-elected memhm
on the NFA board be-fore Friday
or the country be

;rrplrrd 10 face “the

e
“Covernment sands by its  Switwerland, during which it
decisions to fire the officials i puve s comumitment 1o the workd
question,” a top official  woccer ruling body that efforts
dinclosed
e “We have already commu-
nicated to FIFA the high level
of corruption ai the NFA and
that was why we went ahead 1o ollowing FIFA's
clean up the place. We cannot F ultimatum 1o Nigeria W
stand and watch people reverse Sports Minister
contravene the laws of the land | Musa Mohammed's sweoping
x| in the name of football* changes at the NFA, Nigerians
The official added: “Any | ?g bracing up for & ban on
moment from now, those who | 2
have been found wanting will be | mm;“"“ﬂ
brought to face the full weight | by Friday, FIFA will ban
of the law. =L ;
e~ | “Last week, we also com- |
municated FIFA on the changes |
_ﬂx:;?";‘-.WMIH s yith ports Minister, Col.
The ministry's allegations Musa Mohammed,
against the sacked o!!"clall o the world soccer
include of | g body, FIFA, and
FIFA grant of three million NFA chairman  Ibrahim
dollars, the 47,000 dollars spent Galadima had » I’n_ﬂ:-
. on two visiting Fifa officials in | knowledge of the on-going
respect of the FIFA goal project | reforms in the NFA.
as well as the 60 million najr | Addressing the new NFA
e hin fse [ ok team on

Tueldl.'ly in Abuja, the
minister said that he
| discussed the withdrawal of

i from

Nigeria,

FIFA will ban us by Friday,
and then we will do what we
need to do and they will unban
us,” Eseka stated.

_He added that the ultimatum_

By lsmaila Umaru Lere,
Group Sports .Ed'm_v |
uctivities, adding that an
audited account of its

came as no !wrll( “For
who knows FIFA and
understands football, the
was " Escka
said. “The deceit from the
Minister after going 1o FIFA is

FIFA, Galadima aware of reforms,
Mohammed insists

very disappointing.

“He was told that Decree 101
does not exist as far as FIFA is
concerned,  and  made

1o the draft statutes

presented to them, on the |

understanding that he would no

longer act under the powers
of the decree,

“The NFA AGM approved the

| statutes and that issue should

nuwnmwmu

German
teams
scramble for
Owomoyela

he race for Arminia
Biclefeld Nigerian
born German
international Patrick
Owomoyela has gathered
momentum with the news
that Bayem Munich and
d have

Is the highest decisi
body on Nigerian football.
he

Jomed S:hllke as strong

will surely face d
actions,” he said, lrhllrr
fielding questions on the
possibility ol involving the

LAY ICPC and EFCC.
operations indicted the team
over financial Ha 'f"":, wﬂm n}

Mohammed claimed that
NFA got about 3.3 million
dullm from FIFA's funds

the NFA board with both
FIFA and Galadima, ahead of
the action.

“l regard the board's
position on the reforms as
Blackmail and their claim that
my action violaled the NFA
statute cannot be justified
| since decree 101 is still in
| force,” he said.
| He accused the out-going
| management of fraudulent

Cadet teams in danger

ith a FIFA ban
Whlngin] like a
Sword of
Damocles on Nigerian

ball, the first casualties
are almost ready to be

The Golden Eaglets
departed for Luanda on
Tuesday for the first leg of
their qualifier against hosts
Angola this weekend.

But if Nigeria is banned,
the Eaglets will forfeit the
match, and consequently
miss out on o place in the
African championships
holding in Gambin in May:

There is also the possibility

that they could also miss out
on the invitational Meridian
Cup tourney coming up in
February which has produced
players like Ifeanyi Udeze,
Joseph Enakairhe.

The Under 20s are also in
danger of missing out on the
African Youth

Championships taking place |

in Benin in two weeks time.
If issues are not resolved on
time for the country to be
unbanned, clubs expecied to
take part-in continenial
prﬂlmmanci scheduled fi

2002 and 2003,
which it did not account for.
Revealing some financial
transactions of the Glass
House, Mohammed also
indicted the managers for
allegedly spending about
47,000 dollars 1o host & two-
man delegation from FIFA
over its goal project.
also got about N6D
as  Globacom
ip which they filed
1o share with clubs,” he said.
“Anybody found to have
mismanaged the NFA funds

million

the controversial decree 101
would be presented to

's Federal

Besides, th working
with the management (llegally at

cross purposes with the NFA |

board.”
Eseka polnted oul that the
Minister made a mistake in

Council for deliberation.

He advised the in-coming
team, headed by former
Gireen Eagles captain, Segun
Odegbami, not to toy with
players” welfare and youth

m - X
Responding, Odegbami
pledged the members* loyalty

to government, saying that
they would “turn on the
engine of creativity” in
running the Glass House.
Those present at the
occasion  included six
of the new interim
management team,

of the powerful
| right back.

Owomoyels, born to a

i German mother and Nigenan |

father, impressed greatly
whilst taking part in the

appointing the new | German national side’s pre-
management. “He has no right | Christmas tour to Asia,
e e || Th 2 i e
foe: Midselack Who Yekve digke international debut and
| homes and lobby  for PUTRIS (il of BRI
wm“. Iunlder new boss Jurgen
Adokiye K

Mlﬁ!mlkl also welcomed 1o
Fifa ultimatum, “1t is about time
we were banned so we can do
the right thing,” Amiesimaka
spid.

“For some reasons best
known to them, it appears
government doesn'l wanl to let
go of football. Why can't we
learn from countries like South
Africa, England, Germany and
the rest? They don't have any
problem with FIFA because their
football is properly run. We
should bormow a leaf.

“It is sad that we are going
1o e banned, but it is no more

Although the pacey right-
sider has made just |18 starts
in the Bundesliga, the 1op

| sides in Germany have
| already been alerted to
| Owomoyela's burgeoning
| talent.

It is expected that, while

| his contract runs until June |
2006, Biclefeld may wtfcrw
cash in on thei hily |
promising starlet in the
summer rather than risk
losing him for free at a later
date.

'l'ln: player's agent, Uwe |
K f | that |

than we deserve,” A has
nid. his client is ready to leave in
A different perspective came | o bid 1o showcase his talents

| from Rangers CEO Davidson

Owumi. “Excluding clubs from

| the whole set up was wrong.

That was where the problem

came from and that is my own |

take on the matter.”
Bat former Uinder 20 coach

Tunde Disu says FIFA is being |

wnfhir to Nigeria. “It is unfair for
them to come and threaien us
like that,” DHsu stated. "We are
rying 1o reform our football nnd
ey should give us the chasce
1o do vo,”

at & higher level and secure o
starting spot in the national
side in time for the 2006
World Cup on home soll.
While big-spending Shalke
remain the favourites for
Owomoyela’s coveted
signature, the recent interest
shown by Bayern, and
| Dortrmund, has aceentuated |
the growing reputation of o
| of Germany's msmﬁl s,

A

-
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rivatsation of water




