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The bright scenes of your life...

are brighter with
You’ve never felt this way before. You're so happy, it's like floating on 
a carpet of a million sparkling golden bubbles of pure brightness. 
So happy, you think you couldn't feel better...
Until you crown the moment with the exhilarating taste of STAR beer

Live the Brighter Life
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The business marriage of Centre-Point Mer­
chant Bank Limited and Nigerian Lamps In­
dustries PLC which began on June 1990 hit 
the rock before the bank could groom the bride 
leaving a sad story for Centre-Point Merchant 
Bank Limited to tell.

The sad story is that Centre-Point Merchant 
Bank has been suspended from the capital 
market by the Securities and Exchange Com­
mission (SEC) for unprofessional and unfair 
conduct. This suspension has started having 
its negative impact because it has generated 
a cold war within the capital market which is 
capable of crumbling the capital market.

Although the suspension of Centre-Point 
Merchant Bank had been lifted, other issuing 
houses, are still nursing and leaking the 
wounds of SEC’s sledge hammer on them. 
This action has created crisis of confidence 
between lenders and borrowers in the capital 
market.
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Russian and 
Nigerian troop, i„

are indicted in

COVER: At the time when the transition is on 
course and the transition train is cruising for­
ward without hope of derailing the political 
scene and democratic process is being 
militarised when in actual fact it should be 
demilitarised by the creation of National 
Guard.

The birth of National Guard1 in the peaceful 
political climate heightens Nigerians’ ap­
prehension on the sincerity of government to 
hand over to a democratically elected govern­
ment on 27 August 1993.

Nigerians apprehension and lack of faith in 
government’s determination to hand over on 
August 27 is premised-on the fact that the 
political scene and democratic process should 
be characterised by visible military disengage­
ment rather than its increasing militarisation 
through the establishment of National Guard.

While Nigerians and indeed the interna­
tional communities await whose interest the 
National Guard is meant to serve the question 
that throbs one’s mind is, are they (National 
Guards)' to kill or protect Nigerians? 
Whichever, events yet to unfold themselves 
will answer the nagging question.

Bitumen used for 
,tarri"g roads is 
lying wasted in Ondo, 
°gun and Edo 
states .

Chris Okotie 
illuminates music 
scene again when he 
returns with superlative 
performance, oooooo
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Whatever the 
activities of the 

Guard will be are 
still shrouded in 
mystery. And so 
is the nature of 

members' 
training.

I H
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None of these criticisms has deterred the 
IBB regime from midwifing the National 
Guard. And so. the Guard has run the 
Mobile Police out of job and allegedly 
sent regular soldiers out of the Abocho 
Barracks Abuja.

Whatever the activities of the Guard will 
be are still shrouded in mystery. And so is 
the nature of members' training.

But TSM’s in-house detective. Steve 
Raymond Ohakwe, broke through the 
mystery this week and brought you all you 
never knew about the National Guard — 
the pains, the agony, the fears. It is a com­
pelling read and forms our main cover 
story.

Our other cover story fell into our laps. While we were grappling with our National 
Guard story, we stumbled on this scandal involving, among others, Nigeria's contin­
gent to the UN Peace Protection Force (UNPROFOR) in former Yugoslavia.

Aside from allegations of bribery and corruption. Nigerian troops have been ac­
cused of complicity with the Serb extremist guemllas. The latter allegation culminated 
in a gun drama incident between Nigeria's Commander, a Brigadier-General, and 
Security Agents at Zagreb airport.

Nobody knows whether there is any truth in these allegations which have become 
the toast of the foreign media, or whether it is one of those ploys by the foreign 
media to present Nigeria in a bad light always.

This is the first time Nigeria's contingent to a peace keeping force (And Nigeria 
has been involved in quite a few) would be accused of bribery, corruption, illicit 
trafficking in currency and worse, complicity in the war

It calls for a full scale investigation by the Federal Government, particularly the 
alleged gun-drama at the airport.

are taking a break this week from the goings-on 
in NRC and SDP to look at the National Guard. These past weeks, Nigerians haw 
been so absorbed in keeping a tab on the two parties that nothing else seemed to 
have mattered much.

But lurking behind the goings-on in the parties is the intimidating image of the 
National Guard. This image has not been helped by the deliberate public relations 
job embarked upon, on behalf of the Guard by its Commander. Abdul Mumini 
Aminu. an army Colonel And because Aminu is regarded as an "IBB boy”, the 
impression is that the "National Guard has a hidden agenda.

This impression isn't new. Ever since 1988 when Ibrahim Babangida's regime 
mooted the idea of a National Guard, it has been met with strong criticisms. While 
many people saw it as a force set up to deliberately suffocate Nigerians. Human 
Rights Organisations saw it as an instrument of subvert’’. '■■ democratic process.

What they mean is that the Guard would be a domint . part of the cards on the 
regime's table of hidden agenda The ultimate hidden agenda is the regime's alleged 
plan to perpetuate itself in power.
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on the National Association of 
Nigerian Students. (NANS).

Announcing the cheering news 
in a press statement. E-“-

Audu ordered to re­
store Ejeh'S 9^r<ls

J measur
privileges.

Elongated Universities *?rou£?
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ling plan for 

. , well as ask­
ing government to hands-off uni­
versity administration in line with 

provided for in the 
:ord.
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However, in
Braimah a r ;
2 Amphibous Brigade,°Bori Camp’ 
Port Harcourt, said that the deploy­
ment of soldiers was to check "acts 
of provocation from the restless 
communities." validated If there__ ......

The incident took place at Biara lions '"criminating any of the: 
?soni area. 45 kilometers

South-East of Port Harcourt where 
an American oil pipeline company 
had allegedly destroyed ■ 
planted crops belonging 
communities.

NANS unbanned.
NlGERIAN students in tertiary 

stitutions had cause to smile last 
week when the Federal Govern­
ment lifted the seven-year old ban

universities last Monday, 
grinding all academic activity 
a halt.

University teachers downed tools 
in a renewed industrial face-off with 
the government. They are protest­
ing. among other things, the non­
payment of about N3.46 billion 
meant for capital expenditure and 
stabilisation fund for the univer­
sities for 1992 93 session.

According to reports, “They con- over wcrc sei2 
sider the non-payment and the gov- Hjjpeju
emment's insistence that provi- printing. As if tf 
sions of the last September agree­
ment were not binding an indica­
tion that the government would re­
nege on providing N10.2 billion ag- 

‘ upon as the minimum amount 
led to sustain the campuses in

In a statement, the Movement for 
the Survival of Ogoni F 
(MOSOP) alleged that anotht 
fence was sparked off last weel 
because of the pre* 
diers during which 
mother of five children 
bullet on the chest. They also claim 
that seven others including a 16- 
year old were missing.
_ However, in a statement, Y.

r to restat 
ttting a In: 

Ben class traditional ruler pending the 
iry for Education determination of an appeal btfrt 
al Government's it

Othman Mohammed, presii.-.- 
judge, also ordered the KogiSu?. 
Commissioner of Police not U 
tamper with the present security* 
rangement around the depose 
Ejeh's detention and to stop “ 
frequent change of the Ejeh’sb 

s in the detention as suri 
measure was unhealthy.

The case has been adjourned to 
r-x May 12. 1993 for the hearing cl
rRINCE .Abubakar Audu. Koqi the substantive appeal.

-

Universities grind to 
a halt
FrESH crisis rocked Nigerian TELL SU6S FG. 

last Monday, thus 'r
ies to * magazine which has been 

in a “running battle" with the Fed­
eral Government since the past 
three weeks has sued the Federal 
Government for N21.4 million over 
the siezure of copies of the 
magazine last Sunday.

Thousands of copies of the 
magazine which had on its cover 
“21 reasons why IBB will not hand­
over" were seized at the Academy 

, ,i Lagos, just after 
ig. As if that was not enough, 

about 10 armed security men 
swooped on the offices of the 
magazine in Ogba. Ikeja area of 
Lagos and carried out a two-hour 

reed upon as the minimum amount scarch- At the end. the men ar- 
needed to sustain the campuses in rested Ayo Akinkotun. <j s<A*- 
1995. MV:idlc Editor Dayo Omotoso. As-

The teachers also want a restora- ''ls,dnt Editor and Jude Igbanoi..» 
tion of the Universities Academic S<J^’S wpervisor
Salary Scale (UASS). as distinct However, earlier. TELL editors 
from the Elongated Universities trough a Lagos based lawyer. Gan: 
Salary Structure (EUSS); a founda- Fawehinmi had filed a suit against 
tion of a three-year rolling plan for Security Service. SSS.
the university sytem as well as ask- and Attorney General of the 

government to hands-off uni- Federation over the siezure of their 
>ity administration in line with ma9azi"es« th« continued reten­

tive autonomy provided for in the lOn °’me siezed copiesand a man- 
September accord. dalJory ordcr compelling the SSS

and the government to release the 
siezed magazines..

Ogonis, soldiers NEC clears Tofa 
clash Abiola.
For what il considers the exces- Hgmphrfv Nw™. ncc >. ■ 
ses of the oil producing com- mxn Lia ;„ax^?EC, 
munities over agitation for better Bashir To(a
has deplo °ed Se^'toTe'cSoni candidates of NRCand
Community in Rivers State oDP respectively have already been 

cleared by NEC.
"peoX Answering Reporters' questions 

In Abuja’ Nwosu declared, “As far 
eekend JmN»EC *Sf c°ncerned« the two can- 

resence of the sol- ?k ° the politicaL Parties 
:h they claimed, a dear'd " Nw0SU als°

was hit by d th 1 the commission would 
• . z-Ki- now concern itself wrih the screen- 

. ing of the NRC presidential running 
mate. Sylvester Ugo. only, since 

___c— -it- •• Baba Gana Kingibe, his SDPcoun- 
major of Nigeria Army’s had already been cleared by

Nwosu. however, pointed out 
that the clearance of the candidates 
were provisional and could be in- 

are fresh allega-

State Governor has been order; 
to restore the privileges of Hum- 
Yakubu. a retired army colonel,®: 
deposed Ejch of Ankpa.

The Court of Appeal In Kadira 
ordered the Governor 
specific privileges befit 
clas5 •

Nwabueze. Secretary for Education determination of an appeal befert 
said that the Federal -
decision to Eft the ban followed ag­
reements reached at the meeting 
between him and the students rep­
resentatives on March 23. 1995.
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In PH. a group of about five »- 
nalists who claimed to be membe 
whatever association, and repres 
•nrf “Lagos Journalists” ripped pc 
clans of thousands of Naira. It wa-‘ 
disgraceful, particularly, when t

fl

Wt> "'-Pressing * goO? 
-k f to write it aS otirt 

x .fr°m Port pja-

rnor
George

afford the cut-throat prices of Airpo 
Taxis, 411 you have to do is to enter 
waiting comfortable RST bus for 
mere N25.00 and you’re off.

During the NRC convention in Por" 
Harcourt, everybody marvelled a 
what Ada-George did. The Civic Centre 
venue of the convention was so wel* 
put in place that for the first time- 
many people used public toilets with 
relish. Cleaners were always there, 
brush and Detol in hand, to’clean as

• soon as anybody used the toilet. Toilet 
rolls were available.

When a few months ago a group of 
Journalists under the umbrella of a 
Lagos-based company announced 
Rufus Ada George the Governor of the 
year for among other things posting a 
budget surplus of N125.9 million. I ■ 
thought it was most deserving but I B 
also felt they missed the clincher.

Ada-George is the only Governor 
who has not travelled out of the coun­
try since he was sworn-in as a gover­
nor. This, in spite of the fact that most 
of his colleagues have travelled out at 
least two timds. That should have been 
an important aspect of the award.

All hail Governor of the year!

s aec‘" but<wo“ 
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IC h. > ready-Pmdc,LIImduriP^ doing any
not N2 m I re rem^'" , him “ t WDL few of his

£k TSWrrx®'
; but with n>y Ijtlc.an Governor of

^ufu* ^su^ed - beyond 

Riv<:rtdest i",aeiI,boW>nd n,e °Ver bUt 
mV that l'asPb"eved since Janu-
'"odC ach he "as °cb took over. Even 
the m 2 when tteSt to this, 
ary 2nit ^em.es port Har.
hiine Stherto “"^‘‘’motorable. The 

,urt roads dffic hold-up is g°nn-

court —---------------------------

st * t e

^H«Urr^dia‘k:::^r,,,c 
“on ir ‘ 'hat’s .000 00 eael..
'“ink ..“"yhotiy w ap wi,y ”°‘ N»h 
look “’at Edit.. Was sil*y enough 
to,. e,sewhr rs c°uld be dour--- .L’e“t‘Psw’? while everything 

Now> it . C down."
‘“at it dawnen after.the Reporter led 
!**« the wh"? on me how really insu« 
“oiled ove,N,„thin« was. > —'r

I Panning to . 1 with those 
somt. of uj Jo thc bribing bUt “ de 

b^^F^“^^h 
:T:^N5/°o°0a-aM"-aho-

I less N300'°00 - some even much

I „f1Ygu see’ it is some of us Journalists 
Who have cheapened ourselves and 

I cheapened the profession. And so now- 
I any irresponsible with a (C'M 
I thousands of Naira thinks all he has 
I to do is to give a Journalist some 

money and he is mentioned in S10"11', 
I terms via a write-up or better sti.L 
I interview.
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Science, Politics neMe«ertJ‘I 
Agenda for

' By Oma O. Eleazu M.A (Econs/
' M.A. (Pub. Admin) Ph.D

5/eazu.--Disgu,scd unemployi 

rreXcome of the average citizen Filter, 
years ago when the minimum wage was N 120.00. it could 
buy 1200 cups of gari. now even with a minimum waged 
N400. this can only buy 560 cups of gari. All household 
expenditure has gone up while the quality of life has gone 

2 More even distribution of income among individual® 
and social groups. Income distribution is now more lop 
sided than in 1960s with majority of ruralitcs and urban 
working class people living below poverty line, while a new 

rentier class of millionaires has emerged.*3. Reduction in the level of unemployment and under­
employment. Since the late 80’s we now have graduate 
unemployment in addition to thousands of unemployable 
school leavers. Disguised unemployment is rampant4. Increase in the supply of skilled manpower The pool 
of skilled manpower may be increasing in absolute terms 
but specific critical skills are largely lacking. Universities 
and Polytechnics are producing unemployable graduates.
5. Reduction of the dependence of the economy on ■ 
narrow range of activities Before the sixties we de­
pended largely on- agriculture — cocao, palm produce, 
groundnut etc. By the 60’s and 70’s a certain level of indus­
trial production, reaching 8 - 10% of GDP was attained. 
Services sector contributed about 26 - 30%. Today the eco­
nomy is dependent on one forex earner — oil. The rest 
have faded. If you exclude the petroleum sector the Struc­
ture of the economy is still heavily based on Agriculture 
whose productivity and growth rate is below par.

6. Balanced development. There is not only imbalance 
as between sectors, but also along geographical concentra­

tion of industrial development.
THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE. MAY 16, 1993

when we producert 'mPlcm>-ntation stretched till 1962 
Development Pure I wUr.r‘rSl P™ i"<lependence NaU°t£ 
jargons and 1 111 submit that shorn of al1 econ 
in all the four nl ’ U>e devcl°pnrent goals as indicate 
lows: P an docurnents can be summarised as to ■

tidimensicm»iation °f econon>ic growth through a raul- 
Utudes and P™"” in'olving changes in structures, at- 
Serebvn^,nSti,Ulions in ‘he economy and society, 
and reduce o'revf enou8h goods and services to go rou" 
eniiilie. -n. ?en erad'cate poverty and other social in- 
marised it\ . .?Urth National Development Plan sum 
mansea it as follows:

Increase in real income of the average citizen: ^ci^lroupsdiSlribUtiOn °f inCome among individualS and 

velopment°n leVel °f unemPloyment and under de'

— Increase in the supply of skilled manpower
Reduction of the dependence of the economy

row range of (economic) activities— Balanced development — that is. the achievement of a 
balance in the development of different sectors of the eco­
nomy, and the various geographical areas of the country’:

Increased participation by citizens in the ownership and 
management of productive enterprisesGreater self-reliance — that is increased dependence 
on our own resources in seeking to achieve the various 
objectives of society. This also implies increased efforts 
to achieve optimum utilisation of the country’s human and 
material resources;
— Development of Technology;
— Increased productivity; and
— The promotion of a new’ national orientation 
to greater discipline, better attitude to work 
environmentIn other words, there w’as a certain ideal state of affairs 
envisaged for this nation which we w’ould all have regarded 
as positive development, moving us away from a condition 
of life widely perceived as unsatisfactory and towards a

■ situation that is qualitatively better in both material and

j spiritual terms.i A comparative commentary on each of the above ten na- 
: tonal objectives indicate clearly that we missed the de- 
| velopment boat long ago and have been steered into the

i’Jge S
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tn<1 P°st haXn tO°*s- fertilizer, pesticides and herbicides.. 
J°r must in est Preservation facilities. The industrial sec- 
e°rtr the buiV ditlon produce enough building materials 
^^UonZ^g and construction sector it.must supply 
^fory eq.,; needs such as books, paper, ink, chalk, labo- 
SUPPlies a’Pmei,t 'tc. In the Health sector, hospital 
otber intra I '‘rugs must come from industry. There are 
jybich are Ustry inputs and intermediate raw materials 
?at cross 80 Products of industry. In effect. Nigeria is at 
^ial sector ?aa in her development, that unless the indus- 
“re devein substantially developed to give support to 
And We 'nt e(fort' all other sectors will go rutting. 
U°n that • Ot deve'op our industrial sector in the direc- 
^rowth Un??11 Sire us self reliance and self sustaining 
ence and tech W<= <leveloP an endogenous capacity for sci- 
Proiddeth8ot into 01,5 predicament because we did not I 
lead to snr econ°my with internal engines of growth that 
nal engin " reliant. self sustaining growth. Creating inter- 
1. The n °f growth involves four related factors: 
d°"'<=stiePro°d?11-. supply and use of factor inputs of I 
cUrement v'z entrepreneurship, management, pro­
raw and i Pr°duction- marketing and distribution. R & D, 
and impie^ej^‘ediate matcrials’ equipment, parts, tools 
Capal^iiitdeVeloPment of a number of critical national 
identifiCa*S lb°th human and institutional) for project 
negotiatin °n‘ proJect development, project management. 
ir»nuencinrt f°reign direct participation, and capacity for 
Capacity f I*ow of those factor inputs. It also includes 
Vc^°prncnt°r *echn°logy assessment, selection and de- 

of scale^ market capable of accommodating economics 
4. CreatiSSential for core industries and 
strategy °n °f linkages of identified core industries with 
municat' SCCtors such as agriculture, transport and com- 
Power IOns* building and construction, mining, fuel and 
tOrs Lo er suPply and the chemical and engineering sec- 
ourdevM around and one finds that the missing links in 
Of te . opnient revolve largely around 1 & 2 i.e. processes 
is b nol°gy choice and these are knowledge based, that 
and defin?" SCience and technology in their widest sense 

which maj°r draw backs in our development efforts, 
to th . re we went wrong, is in this matter of approach v_. C choice of technology and attitude towards the de-

Pment of Science and Technology.

^ During the Second and Third Development Pfan periods, 
ogy01?a bad no specific policy on acquisition of Technol­
it wa n S° aS sc*ence and technology was mentioned, 
alth S Part °f Scneral and technical education. In fact, 
revip U®" la<;k of executive capacity was identified in the 

. Ws of 1116 Second plan as a major constraint, the Third 
P ‘ merely provided for technical education for opera­
tes. It stated. “In view of the determination to success- 
U y execute the plan and to hasten the indigenisation of 

technology, government is committed to a system which 
lie liberalising the expatriate quota allocation system, 

will at the same time ensure that Nigerians are exposed to 
advanced technology and will be in a position to take over 
the operations within a reasonable time period." (FGP

In the same plan document under objectives for NEPA, 
it was stated that policy objectives will aim at "extensive 
training programmes to provide specialised personnel cap­
able of managing, operating and maintaining the new

7. Increased participation of citizens in the owner^h]— 
$g=:^

(oil) is largely in foreign hands. Those who benefitted fr °F 
indigenisation are losing hold in their industries due0"1 
inability to master the technology they have impon 
while those who benefitted through privatisation have " 
effective control over the companies they have shares*}0 
for the same reason. n
0. Greater oolf-reliancc on own resources, and mat 
iol. I will argue later that our inability to master scie 
and technology means that we cannot achieve any apn?Ce 
iablc degree of self reliance. p ec‘
9. Development of Technology: We haven't even start
matching words with action when it comes to understand* 
ing technology, let alone develop it Although there is a 1 
of talk about indigenous technology, I think it is all h 
wash and a flight from reality. n°g
10. Increased Productivity: i.e. Getting more outn
from a given input Due to a number of rigidities and ii??? 
ficiencies in the system there is hardly any area in which 
we can increase our productivity. n

In short, we arc in a development trap. There is hardl 
any of dur development objectives that we can say h ? 
been achieved or is being achieved. Instead what we h § 
is retrogression in some areas and progressive decav 
structures and institutions in others. One of the foreh °f 
ings we have had is that a new generation of Niger?°d‘ 
might grow up thinking that this state of decay and retr "S 
rcssion has always been the case. They may not know th8 
time was when Nigerian scientists, administrate 
teachers were counted among the best in the comm 
wealth. on"

There is now a generation of Nigerians who don't kn 
that once upon a time the Nigerian Railway was the m°W 
efficient transport system in the country. Any econom * 
that cannot increase the production of basic life susmin- 
goods and services such as food, shelter, clothing, medig 
ment (health care), educational materials and all round 
protection and widen its distribution to members of soci t 
cannot be said to be developing. In this sense Nigeria i 
In a precarious situation. She cannot develop her agricul 

Eiekuic...Ooing a good Job _
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couldn’t agree on how to share it 
amongst themselves and resorted to 
fighting and use of abusive words;

But that’s not the most disgraceful. 
There was this so-called political cor­
respondent from a soft-sell magazine 
who in an effort to get a little money 
from a presidential aspirant wanted an 
interview with him. When the aspirant 
refused to grant the interview, the Cor­
respondent. in desperation, used a 
complimentary card to write thus, "It 
is a matter of life and death. I must see 
you. I don’t have money for my air fare 
back."

Last Sunday, bored, I went to visit a

J friend in the evening. There were four 
of us in the Living room when the sec­
urity men brought a visitor's form and 
a letter to my friend. The Nigerian Ivo­
rian football match had just ended.

The boy who filled the form and 
wrote a letter identified himself as a 
Sports Writer in a reputable National 
Newspaper. My friend opened the let­
ter. read and passed to us one after the the n
other. The contents: "Our big brother. boy s 
Greetings to you in God’s name. We 
Know you as a Sports lover and we love 
you. With the Eagles win today, we 
know you will be celebrating hence, we 
pray that you make us smile with you. 
Thanks. We are 3.”

Now. all of us know that Nigeria lost

•Dr. Eleazu delivered this p Pc(. , 
at a National Seminar on 
nomy. The agenda for
O. Anya. Pro!, a Research Scl 
Merit Award Winner.

1.2tothe1vorians.Howdid^ 

writer get his ow jsted that he 
was a fake and h(_ wasn I
called in. My . •■That is hoa 
fake and reveal^ dupc a
come here all ograph apPea 
Even when my ph°>«L corne 
during
tell me they_put• recognised I
the media house* in.

s face when he wa
is indeed a sports writer^

reducing Journalism to an associa 
of blackmailers? The whole thing l- 
coming quite embarrassing.
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Anya....Cclcbraltng brilliance Natio’ial.°p0‘iS«,!
Bv the time the st>ll b“r"uF"together- suffi^J* 

Plan 1981 • 85 was bernSP develop1” TtfQ new bod 
science and technol © chaptcr* c 3nd a M . 
realised to give it a separabe t Centre bu,®>
National Technology Dei h) were P1 try had 
Institute for Chemical Res the d j mink in
never came to fruition- By > n dcmert=“ . y^gency'» 
merged with Education, and b(_.ng Natl sENi)and«« 
and now split, with on fraStructurc f EducaU°. 
Science and Engineering1ln' d(.ral Ministrt ig90 it bad 
other still staying with F ccn IS80* high fuO,°* 
And in that short period • witnessed 
been under five ministers ..nd 
among its directing staff. }

pl anta and transmission systems," not to design or build 
them. This era in our National development saw a lot of 
“design, construct and commission" contracts awarded to 
foreigners in industry proper, in power generation and 
transmission, in mining and quarrying, in road construc­
tion. in constructing tall buildings, all established on a 
design and construct basis. As one study of the period by 
NISER states: “the decision situation (for the choice of 
technology normally) requires sometime for processing the 
relevant information and aspects of the problem. But in 
Nigeria where everything and every one seem to be in a 
hurry, decision situation seems to be generally short This 
was particularly true of the military era when'the time lag 
between the conception of a problem or a project and the 
decision to take a particular line of action to deal with the 
problem was generally short"... the ultimate policy making 
body was the Supreme Military Council (SMC)... once the 
SMC took a stand on an issue, there was no mechanism 
through which the standpoint of the SMC could be either 
reviewed or reversed. But the SMC was not an expert in 
civilian administration; their expertise was more military 
than civilian. The council therefore relied very heavily on 
the decisions made by bureaucrats who were mainly the 
permanent secretaries in the ministries" (who in turn de­
pended on foreign consultants, contractors and machinery 
vendors for advice on choice of technology.) Igwe & Ndekwu 
1983).

It must be mentioned that it was also during this period 
that on the suggestion and recommendations from NISER 
and the National Policy Development Centre (Think Tank) 
that the National Science and Technology Development 
Agency (NSTDA) Decree was promulgated and established 
(1977). It is to the credit of the NSTDA for as long as it 
lasted that for the first time a group of Nigerian scientists 
were brought together to look at issues of Science and 
Development. It was the NSTDA that for the first time pro­
vided some guidelines on principles governing choice of 
technology or even a coherent technology policy for 
Nigeria. For an institutional framework for the selection 
of foreign technology, the National Office of Industrial 
Property was established by decree in September 1979. 
When we prepared the brief for the present National Insti­
tute for Policy and Strategic Studies, a second institute — 
the National Institute for Science and Technology was also 
envisaged- But that idea never came to fruition before the 
civilians came in and instead, a Federal Ministry’ of Science 
and Technology’ wras set up to take over the functions of 
NSTDA and the National Council for Science and Technol­
ogy-
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Sorghum/Millet 
Cassava
Cotton 
Vegetables/Fruits 
Soya Beans 
Potatoes
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1. AIM.
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cxch 
enue.

F.J. ELLAH

. sufficient food for domestic and industrial 
.ion inordertocurb inflation,conserve foreign 
and reduce national dependence on oil rev-

4 requirement*.
To qualify for N.D.E. assistance, participants are re­
quired to work in groups of 100 to 2500 farmers on a 
minimum of 100 acres (40 hectres) and a maximum of 
2500 acres (1000hectres) of contiguous farmlands. The 
groups may comprise members of Village Communi-

Th/s advert supercedes t he earlier ones that

Trade I1Perative Societies, Social Clubs, Town Unions, 
accordi ni°ns’ ®ctter Life etc. Farmlands acquired 
be am t0 l°ca' custom for one season at a time will 

“'-ceptable.
5. CROPS:

‘he
Maize
Cow-peas (Beans) 
Wheat
Rice
Beniseed
Yams

Other crops will be added in due course; but generally, 
quick-maturing varieties will be encouraged. Seed­
lings, fingerlings and other inputs will be supplied to 
approved applicants by the N.D.E.

6. MODE OF APPLICATION:
Applications should be submitted to National,State or 
Local Government Offices of the N.D.E. as soon as 
possible. Applications will be considered strictly on 
first come first served basis.

appeared between 24/4/93 and 29/4/93.

NATIONALDIRECTORATE Of EMPLOYMENT 
SPECIAL AHUQUNrtMtMT 

agricuuural programme 
(MAP) 
pub-

2. TARGET:
All practising peasant farmers: This means that an estimated 
total number of up to 25 million under- employed farmers 
will ultimately gain full self-employment when the 
programme becomes 100% operational.

3 NATURE OF JOBS:
Each farmer will clear 0.4 hectres (1 acre) of farmland. 
Necessary inputs will be supplied as loan by the Na­
tional Directorate of Employment (N.D.E.). The value 
ofinputs(estimatedatone-thirdofvalueofharvest)will 
be recovered at harvest. In the case of fish-farmers, the 
size of each pond will be 0.1 hectre or 1000 sq. metres.
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Combantrin brand of Pyrantel Pamoate is 
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tablets.
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National
Guard

By Steue Raymond Ohakwe
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■■■ -1^-* HE sight of a
swam of youngsters with clean-shaven 
heads, unkempt clothings, clustering 
along the road, as one approaches the 
Sani Abacha Barracks in Abuja quickly 
conjures the image of Lagos ‘Area 
Boys.' who have volunteered to make 
life miserable for Lagosians in recent 
times. These “Abuja Boys.” aged be­
tween 18 and 21 years old. swoop on

any vehicle that dares stop for a hike 
to town and sometimes refuse to pay 
commercial fares. And when they de­
scend on a beer parlour or res­
taurant like a holocaust, the prop­
rietor has to pray hard to whatever god 
that answers prayers, to recover the 
payments for consumed items. Bui 
these urchins are not really an advance 
party of the Lagos urban guerillas 
They are the idle graduands of IBB': 
latest security outfit — The Nations 
Guard.

When the Babangida administratio 
mooted the idea of a National Guar 
in 1988, it drew sharp criticism fro; 
a section of the Nigerian public. In fac 
human rights organisations saw in tt 
birth of the National Guard, the d 
velopment of an instrument of subve 
sion of the democratic process. Th 
alleged that it was a dominant part 
the cards on the regime's table of h 
den agenda, the ultimate hidd 
agenda of course being to perpetu 
itself in power. Other observers of ' 
administration also were of the vi 
that the idea of a National Guard i 
period of political transition n 
counter to the spirit of civil democr 
as it gives the impression of militar 
tion at a time the military shouk 
fading into the background.

But in the face of the wide-sp 
destruction arising from civil riots
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ing due to

conflict in role was envisaged with anye 
of the other uniform services, as only j 
the President, in conjunction with the 
state governors, could order the de 
ployment of the National Guard. He 
stressed that with the calibre of officers 
in the command hierarchy, the guard 
would leave up to public expectation, 
adding that it was not easy nurturingJ 
a new outfit hence tire need for public ' 
support and cooperation.

On the reports of molestation of civi­
lians by trainees of the force in Abuja. 
Aminu described it as mere incidents 
of over-zcalousness which would fiz • 
zle out when the rccuits were fully I 

trained.Perhaps. Abdulmumini Aminu’soul ' 
ing was the nearest official public exp­
lanation the nation has ever received 
since the formation of the National 
Guard one year ago. Although its prog 
ress and activities have been shrouded 
in secrecy. TSM gathered that the first 
batch of recruits started training in 
Zaria in June 1992 and passed out in 
December 4. 1992. About 3.600 re­
cruits passed out alongside 400 milit­
ary’ and police officers who were called 
to Sani Abacha Barracks on April 6. 

1993.
Unearthing information on the ac­

tivities of the 
Darracks was 
communist 
However some 
ayear, the jolting experiences of unpre­

cedented blood baths among the 
peoples of Zangon-Kataf. in Kaduna, 
the Tiv-Jukun in Taraba State and the 
helplessness of the police in each of 
these cases, the arguments of the 
human-rightists seemed to pale into 
insignificance. The case of govern 
ment was made by those engaging in 
civil unrests and the police which 
could not control them. Thus seem­
ingly justified, the administration 
went ahead with the programme. Re­
cruitment began soon after Lagos was 
literally set ablaze by protesters last 
May. But that was also the last the pub 
lie heard of the National Guard. Until 
recently.

Recently, someone it seems has 
been bent on foisting the idea once 
again on the nation's consciousness; 
putting it on the agenda of public dis 
course. Abdul Mmninu Aminu. a col 
onel considered one of the "IBB boys" 
in military’ circles, was given the task 

! of ensuring the birth of the force.
Aminu is not known for his loudness. 
So when he began talking recently to 
both the National Assembly and the 
Press he naturally drew immediate at

I tention. To some observers, there was 
i the impression of a deliberate pre 
• planned publicity blitz. To others, it

Page H

was Aminu's way of slowly 
his Guard to the public

Aminu told newsmen in Abuja 
Thursday April 15. 1993 that the na­
tional guard was not a veritable chan­
nel for coup plotters or elements wish; 
ing to destablise government, but an 
independent security outfit to c 
riots, carry out counter insurgency 
and counter acts of terrorism against 

the country.The commander took time to explain 
that the security outfit, which would 
be "highly disciplined, well-organised 
and properly deployed, will in addition 
to its anti-riot activities assist in re­
scue operations and relief operational 
duties during natural or any type of 
hazards afflicting any community’."

national guard in their 
like investigating the 

KGB or the Nazi Police.
___ ”e trainees who gave 75’-' 

"low-down" of the nature of training 
they received revealed it was hard and 
energy-sapping. They disclosed that 

-< coleagucs died in train

__ exhaustion.
On a typical day. the recruits wake 

quell 1>P by 4.30 a.m for road march after
,,^nrv which they go for breakfast Master

Parade follows breakfast after which 
they settle for the day's training 
course. TSM gathered their training 
concentrated in building up trainees 
endurance through strenous physical 
exercises. These include trench jump 
ing with sharp and dangerous objects 
inside, crawling across rolls of fully 
knit barb wires, physical combat in­
structions in martial arts and exten­
sive weapons training ranging from AK 
47 assault rifles. G3 rifles, to armoured 
vehicles, and mortars. Field training 
over, the recruits retire to the depot 
for lunch and siesta. The evening is 
taken up by a series of endurance 
games after which they’ relax for the 

night
One trainee, who disclosed that a 

room mate died the day before their 
passing out. gave a graphic illustration 
of what he called “endurance" training 
when TSM sought to find out the cause 
of several wounds he had on his sha-

____  ____—------ r.- J”
Senate President Ayu...ll will be tragic if National Guard turns into 

instrument of oppression and suppression

He further explained that when fully 
commissioned, the National Guard 
would have units at the borders.except 
at the coast where the Navy operated, 
ground intervention force and para­
troopers. a Marine unit at Baga on the 
shores of Lake Chad and an air wing 
with light aircraft or helicopter ser­
vices to facilitate the work of the force.

Allaying public apprehension of the 
force. Aminu assured that the public 
should have nothing to fear from the 
activities of the guard, adding that no



Politics & pc^

the n0- .
:h W£*s why 1----- T"Z; lVor^ej- ACy<;. I °n the face Koshoni— -ard- 

te*'°fruli° noI,/* ..."“mrn,,,,. mere was no „ J

1 now £ 
the crith

M?!] 
wC| 

i

„—""'estions being raised 
er 4U anchored on the 

on the proposed functions 
n^y5’ d andthe modalities for its o______

ffie But before the govemmc^^ 
j-at*0*1 sider its task accomplished.

c^n C°-dy UP some ,oose ends. 
ve<Ttigation reveals that witl-----

■f$M 1 j publicity, the decree whicl
• I talk a j instrument, for the estab 

f thc , of the National Guard is ye^«« 
l-sht,,e ^zetted for public use. At the=? 
to t,e ent Press in Lagos there was - 

the Decree as of the last — 
e» -* April- However on inquiries at 
°f fal Ministry of Justice, we 

^formed that the draft decree 
: in iting approval at the presi- 

brief insight into the decree 
he National Guard has a 7-man 

^lich wiH perform the following

>ression of violent distur-

there was no ^ay wC tha^the Army. We have to dcCision?
So now do you regre enjoy be

His reply "I to Join the
cause many people rusne Na
National Guard and wet y/c have 
tional Guard will train a r' 'rs from
Na^“Zre°e Cho have converted 

A visit to Stc^niAbaeha Barracks 
Abuja, showed that the first batch 
recruits are already settling down to 
business. The barracks is one of the 
best in the country, with well c 
roads, pavements and grass 1 
officers share two duplexes in a blocn. 
while the rank and file share 30 blocks 
of 11 apartments each. Each apart 
ment with two bed rooms and a a sit­
ting room it self contained with 
kitchen and toilet The officers ’ q uar- 
ters has lawn tennis courts and other 
games facilities and of course the rank 
and file have same facilities for games. 
The barracks built by Julius Berger Pl_C 
with red bricks, has a mosque, two 
churches for catholics and protestan ts 
and'a modern Mummy market on the 
adjacent left wing to the entrance of 
the barracks'’. Perched at the foot of an 
imposing rocky landscape, the scenic 
complex adorned by its exotic red 
brick building is perhaps'the epitome 
of good living that had for years eluded 
men of the armed forces. The aura of 
decency and class that pervades the 
barracksis a sure testimony of the 
spirit of seriousness behind the busi­
ness of National Guard.

There is no longer any question that the Federal Government has made up ' 
its mind on the National Guard. What- ' 

f

talk
J1S ,ef of the National Guard is 
irne£‘zetted for public use. At

the 1

de°C<s
^rdwhi

fuO3 SUPP’

'3 r?sPersal and Contro1 of violent 
" d and the suppression of vid- 
rowa dernonstrations.

lenRCgular Patro1 of a» 
nal b°rderS

tJ°prOvision of assistance in cases 
*5 natural or artificial disasters.
of £owlevel counter insurgency op- 

er3jo°nt operation with the military 
7” aI1 environment of low intensity

^°Assi'stance to civil authorities 
Z.ring any forrn of emergeney.

alysts are quick to observe an ini- . 
j overlapping of functions with the 

— -oration department and the 
'rce While these can easily be resol- 

‘ rt'administrativeiy. a more serious 
VC blew is the constitutional question . 
Paised by the existence of a force fop , 
r.,,.h no provision has been made in ' 
h. 1989 constitution. It is believed 

.hat the Babangida administration ! 
may have to amend the 1989 constitu- I 
tion to include provisions for the Na, 'J 
tional Guard. This they argue has be '! 
come imperative because while Chap­
ter VI Part II Supplement of the 1989 
constitution sets out the functions . 
and command structure of the Nigerian 
Police Force and Armed Forces. Sec­
tion 212 of the constitution indicates 
the head of the Police, an Inspector 
General, who shall be appointed by the 
President. He either reports to the 
President directly, as in military ru|q. 
or the Minister of Police Affairs in civil 
democracy. The I.G. is a service, chief 
in military regime. And the President
is naturally the Commander inChief 
of the Armed Forces and appoints a Minis­
ter of Defence. Chairman Joint Chiefs and 
Service Chiefs. The Ministry of De- 
fence oversees t,he affairs of the Armed

Page..
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The next day Thursday. April 22. the
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Commander visited 
dent, appar.---- .
the legislature that 
aimed at perpetrate-. - 
country.
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campaign 
detailed 

and opera­

sources. He pointed out that no mean 
ingful development could be expected 
without a stable socio-political cli­
mate. addding that the para-military 
outfit should therefore enjoy the sup­
port of all right thinking Nigerians.

Not all agree. A defence analyst who 
pleaded anonymity picks holes with 
the government’s reasons for setting 
up the Guard. First he argues, its estab­
lishment was based on faulty assump 
tfons: that riots are often the contri­
vances of crooked minds, social mis­
fits and subversives and that the mo­
ment civil unrest is noticed, the most 
effective approach is to put it down as 
quickly as possible so that stability 
would be ensured.

According to him. there is no proof 
that countries operating the Guard 
have better success at controlling civil 
disorders than those without it or that 
the former have fewer unrests than 
later. He disclosed that the United 
States, often cited as the progenitor of 
the Guard system — dc\ eloped the idea 
for a wholly different reason. The 
Guard in U.S. he said, was the out 

f growth of the volunteer militia which 
was founded in 1792 It later became 

’ what is today known as volunteer re 
serve group of USA Army and Airforce, 
which can sometimes be 700,000 
strong. They are usually drafted to 
boost the strength of regular army in 
time of war as in Operation Desert 
Storm. The expert stated that "in most 
countries with the Guard, it came into 
being at periods of threat to their na 
tional sovereignty. It was never formed | 
merely to put down civil unrest or pat 
rol the borders."

/Xrthur Nwankwo. a social critic and 
author, in his latest book titled 
'NIGEHI A The P< >ltiK .j I Tt< in\it ion and Fu­
ture Democracy' treats thr issue of Na 
tional Guard in a chapter. Hr observes 
thut while the emergent picture about 
its organic structure is still blurred 
and hazy, the impression so far created 
is that the bulk of the guard will be 
stationed at the presidency in Abuja, 
while its detachments and units will 
be spread evenly all over the country 
in order that consistency, rapidity ol 
intervention and simultaneous ac­
tions could be taken when required. 
This approach. he further observe, may 
be necessary since the stated policy 
notion is that the National Guard will 
oversee all types of civil obedience and 
social harmony, and for it to effectively 
fulfil its obligation, it must be based 
in cantonments, barracks, detach­
ments etc all over the country’ or at 
least in sensitive industrial, commer 
cial areas.

He gives serious consideration to

f the Senate Presi- 
irently to allay the fears of 

that the outfit was 
, . ting dictatorship in the 

--------,. The Senate ~ 
chia Ayu. advised the 
not to allow itself to 
petuate 
but should 
•supporting;

President. lyor- 
• National Guard 
be used to pcr- 

dictatorship in the country.
I plav the patriotic role of 

__rr____o and defending the interest
of the people at all times He said ’The 
National Guard has the potential of 
making positive contribution to the so­
ciety’ but it would be tragic if the outfit 
turns into an instrument of suppres­
sion and oppression against the 
people it is expected to protect’’ He 
urged the National Guard to emulate 
its American counterpart which as­
sists the civil society’, adding that ’’the 
fear expressed in many quarters about 
the establishment of the Guard is 
genuine given the tendency in some 
third world countries for such outfits 
to be used to perpetrate dictatorship. ’’ 

The National Guard campaign train 
also pulled up at the office of Secretary 
to the Federal Government. Aliyu 
Mohammed. Friday April 24. 1993 at 
the Presidential Villa. Abuja, to solicit 
support and encouragement of all 
Nigerians, and assured that the new 
security’ body would carry out its ac­
tivities prudently and u’ould not let the 
country down. The secretary to govern­
ment however outlined the priority’ of 
the National Guard as the maintenance 
of peace and security of lives and prop 
erty of all Nigerians to create the at 
mosphere necessary to tap the na­
tion’s abundant human and natural re-

.Miyu *ohammed...Hational Guard should maintain peace and 
security of nces

Forces.
The slI'°c<= of the constitution on 

the establishment of the National 
Guard raises several questions one of 
which is the fundamental issue ofI

: establishing a force at the twilight 
stage of its stay tn power, without con 
sultation with the new President or 
members of the federal legislature. 
Perhaps it was in an effort to resolve 
these issues that Abdulmuminu 
Anunu. Commander ol the National 
Guard, carried his campaign lobby to 
the National Assembly, a way of carry­
ing them along in the quest for legiti­
macy and ensuring acceptance bv the 
;n coming civil administration.

The Senate Defence Committee.
r.ed by the .National Guard 
has already called for 
briefing on the formation

j non of the security outfit.
Jubril Martins Kuye. Chairman of 

the committee observed in Abuja. Wed-
■ nesday April 21. that although the con-

■ cept of National Guard was to ensure 
I effective security system in the coun 
i try. its adoption in Africa was new and

shrouded in misunderstanding and 
suspicion. He said ”Our committee 
will, therefore, ask for detailed educa­
tion and briefing on the inter-relation­
ship among the armed forces, the 
police, the federal guard and the Na­
tional Guard, with regard to the 
maintenance of National Security and 
the personal security of the incumbent 

j head of state, particularly under a civi- 
I lian dispensation.”

The next day Thursday. April 22. the

Page 16
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Saddam Hussein....Iraqi national Guard has entrenched him in 
power
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made it n '
am to crush 

and contain the ShVn °" in the North 
aoutb- They mlde e militants in the 
dam to hang oan * ‘ possible f°r Sad- 
hc is a member or ° POWer Cvcn when 
and ia a region “hm,nority Muslim set 
S‘°na deteimine VeligiOUS persua’ 
P’ace in history anrt“bsta2tially one s 
said that durinp th °ciet¥-!t was also 
Knwait in Augu^A'an?'’1 invasion °f 
Revolutions gG 1990' the National 
rate in the Paycd a decisive
iead the invading^ They did not only 
the centre piece SIOns but became
nance, had their m Seaurity mainte- 
provincial and " embers appointed 
Kuwait, and en Stnct heads in 
‘be Proclamation'’ "‘or' Obadienbe to 
strongman . ot Iraqi 

During the gullghout thc invasion.
'ional Revmrnm 1991- ‘he Na 
Ute stifles, re "^ GUardS offered 
lied forces and re? against the al- 
when the war ? reatcd strategically 
avoid being destroyed”" hoPeless to

asrat 
in power des,, a™ ke|>t Saddam

r“le and partic|l1l]CnIP,S 'br,,u«bout bis 
is ri... 1 ‘rtlcularly after the Gulf War ‘oyaityand cTm-

Revolutionary"?1, °f tbe National 
'ence strait rdS Said the de’

t^ATrica. Author Nwankwn

r<S||UCal and security implicalio„s 
establishing - the National Guard

° this Pcriod of transition. His argu 
3 lt is that if thc National Guardis 
“JoK. intended for the security of the 
Third Republic, the new government 

to. first of all consider its existent 
accessary, and secondly set about es- 
? Wishing it through an act of National 
“sembly- But he contended that 
!S,cre is no justifiable reason why a 
new president and a new government 
u’ill accept or inherit a structure it 
knows little or nothing about, did not 
“riginate or promulgate, has been 
heavily briefed by a departing ruling 
formation, and has loyalty probably to 
the sponsoring configuration that saw 
to its emergence.

Nwankwo also expresses the fear in 
oolitical circles that thc Guard is being 
hastily established to ensure the mint- 
ary is not probed by thc civilian admin- 
ietration. "As an organ of coersion and 
terror, the National Guard could serve 
the purpose of holding hostage and to 
ransom the new civilian president who 
comes under the departing military 
through it and ensures that the civi- —_.cu [n.
Se t^-orrapt bm

promise the basic foundation of its 
previous governance. Furthermore, 
the National Guard becomes another 
means of subverting the new polity 
exists as the watch dog of the military' 
formation, and a ready tool for its re- 
turn and adventure on thc nation’s 
political scene. ”

TSM gathered that the fear of critics 
of National Guard is anchored on what 
some * >..—<■

wi

that the National Guard has played 
similar or related role for some heads 
of state, most of whom are sit-tight dic­
tators who know no other logic of gov­
ernance except the issue of state ter­
rorism and regime-violence. He cited 
the examoles of Idi Amin. Emperor 
Bokassa. Mathias Nguema. Samuel 
Doe. and Mathieu Kerekou. He con­
tended "it was mainly the activities of 
the state research bureau (a kind of 
secret national guard) that kept Idi 
lUnin of Uganda in power for over eight 
years despite the widespread opposi­
tion to his rule. It is interesting to note 
that Idi Amin fell more as a result of 
the efforts of Tanzanian interven­
tionists than through the actions of 
his discontented people Till date. 
Mobutu Sese Seko is still in power as 
a result of the relentless efforts of his 
brand of national guard, and the Be- 
ninoise have discovered that they can­
not do away with Mathieu Kerekou be­
cause of the loyalty and commitment 
of the soldiers sympathetic to his 
cause, and most of whom belong to a’ 
regiment not different from a national, 
guard. These instances illustrate the 
kind of services rendered by national 
guards for or on behalf of rulers who 
know very little else apart from state 
terrorism and regime violence for en 
suring their regime-survival and per 
sonal preservation."

The modalities of the Nigerian Na­
tional GUard. according to LSM', 
sources, were worked out by the Inter 
nal Security Reorganisation Commit/ 
tee. ISRC. headed bv Patrick KoshonEnotorious leaders have done 

Jjh the Guard system in their conn 
tries. The case of President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq readily comes to mind 
in the abuse of national guard. When 
Saddam Hussein came to power 
through a palace coup in the 1970s. 
Saddam set out to build a new security 
outfit from the core of the military and 
para-military loyalists that saw him to 
power. The result, according to 
sources, is the National Revolutionary 
Guards that have since ensured that 
his stay in power is virtually unchal­
lenged and that when such challenges 
do occur, they are met with astonish­
ing defeat Intensely loyal to Saddam 
himself and patriotic on the basis of 
Saddam s definition of patriotism, the 
National Revolutionary Guard has suc­
ceeded in ensuring for him a secure 
place on the Iraqi throne and have per­
formed acts of valour and supreme sac­
rifice unprecedented in the history of 
Iraq, which the regulars cannot per­
form.

The National Revolutionary' Guards
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Strong They are usually drafted to 
boost the strength of regular army in 
time of war as in Operation Desen 
Storm. The expert stated that "inmost 
countries with the Guard, it came into 
being at periods of threat to their na 
tional sovereignty. It was never formal, 
merely to put down civil unrest or pat ! 
rol the borders.

Arthur Nwankwo. a social criticand 
author, in his latest book tilled 
ri/GTAVA The Political Transition and Fu-1 

lure Democracy' treats the issue of Na 
tional Guard in a chapter. He observes 
that while the emergent picture about 
its organic structure is still blurred 
and hazy, the impression so farcrealcd 
is that the bulk of the guard will be 
stationed at the presidency in Abuja, 
while its detachments and units will I

’ ----- ’ “ ~T over the country
in order that consistency, rapidity ol 
intervention and simultaneous ac­
tions could be taken when required. 
This approach, he further observe, mar 
be necessary- since the stated policy 
notion is that the National Guard will 
oversee all types of civil obedience and 
social harmony, and for it to effectively 
fulfil its obligation, it must be based 
in cantonments, barracks, detach I 
ments etc all over the country or at 
least in sensitive industrial' commer 
cial areas.

He gives serious consideration
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Saddam Hussein....Iraqi National Guard has entrenched him in 
power

the political and security implications 
of establishing — the National Guard 
at this period of transition. His argu­
ment is that if the National Guard is 
really intended for the security of the 
Third Republic, the new government 
has to, first of all consider its existence 
necessary, and secondly set about es­
tablishing it through an act of National 
Assembly. But he contended that 
"there is no justifiable reason why a 
new president and a new government 
will accept or inherit a structure it 
knows little or nothing about, did not 
originate or promulgate, has been 
heavily briefed by a departing ruling 
formation, and has loyalty probably to 
the sponsoring configuration that saw 
to its emergence."

Nwankwo also expresses the fear in 
political circles that the Guard is being 
hastily established to ensure the milit­
ary is not probed by the civilian admin­
istration. “As an organ of coersion and 
terror, the National Guard could serve 
the purpose of holding hostage and to 
ransom the new civilian president who 
comes under the departing military 
through it and ensures that the civi­
lians take no step to cither 
probe the corrupt military or com 
promise the basic foundation of its 
previous governance. Furthermore, 
the National Guard becomes another 
means of subverting the new polity, 
exists as the watch dog of the military 
formation, and a ready tool for its re­
turn and adventure on the nation’s 
political scene.”

7SA/ gathered that the fear of critics 
of National Guard is anchored on what 
some notorious leaders have done 
with the Guard system in their coun­
tries. The case of President Saddam 
Hussein of Iraq readily comes to mind 
in the abuse of national guard. When 
Saddam Hussein came to power 
through a palace coup in the 1970s. 
Saddam set out to build a new security 
outfit from the core of the military and 
para-military loyalists that saw him to 
power. The result, according to 
sources, is the National Revolutionary 
Guards that have since ensured that 
his stay in power is virtually unchal­
lenged and that when such challenges 
do occur, they are met with astonish­
ing defeat Intensely loyal to'Saddam 
himself and patriotic on the basis of 
Saddam's definition of patriotism, the 
National Revolutionary Guard has suc­
ceeded in ensuring for him a secure 
place on the Iraqi throne and have per­
formed acts of valour and supreme sac­
rifice unprecedented in the history’ of 
Iraq, which the regulars cannot per­
form.

The National Revolutionary Guards

that the National Guard has played 
similar or related role for some heads 
of state, most of whom are sit-tight dic­
tators who know no other logic of gov­
ernance except the issue of state ter­
rorism and regime-violence. He cited 
the examoles of Idi Amin. Emperor 
Bokassa. Mathias Nguema. Samuel 
Doe. and Mathieu Kerekou. He con­
tended "it was mainly the activities of 
the state research bureau (a kind of 
secret national guard) that kept Idi 
Amin of Uganda in power for over eight 
years despite the widespread opposi­
tion to his rule. It is interesting to note 
that Idi Amin fell more as a result of 
the efforts of Tanzanian interven­
tionists than through the actions of 
his discontented people. Till date. 
Mobutu Sese Seko is still in power as 
a result of the relentless efforts of his 
brand of national guard, and the Be- 
ninoise have discovered that they can­
not do away with Mathieu Kerekou be 
cause of the loyalty and commitment 
of the soldiers sympathetic to his 
cause, and most of whom belong to a 
regiment not different from a national, 
guard. These instances illustrate the 
kind of services rendered by national 
guards for or on behalf of rulers who

: apart from state 
— e-violence for en­

suring their regime-survival and per: 
sonal preservation."

The modalities of the Nigerian Na­
tional Gdard. according to TSM! 
sources, were worked out by the Inter 
nal Security Reorganisation Commit­
tee, ISRC, headed by Patrick Koshoni.

^dK^HPTiblC,0rSaddamtoc™sh 
and non, opposition in the North 
and conta.n the Shiite militants in the 
dam t' hCy madC “ possiblc for S^d- 
he?s . S °" P°Wcr cvcn “hen 
he is a member of minority Muslim set 
and in a region where religious persua­
sions determine substantially one s 
sa rtivu ' |tOI7and Society- " was also said that during the Iraqi invasion of 
Kuwait m August 1990. the National 
Revolutionary Guard played a decisive asasasss the centre piece of security mainte­
nance. had their members appointed 
provincial and district heads in 
Kuwait, and ensured civil obedience to 
the proclamation of the Iraqi 
strongman, throughout the invasion.

During the gulf war in 1991. the Na­
tional Revolutionary Guards offered 
the stiffest resistance against the al­
lied forces and retreated strategically 
when the war became hopeless to 
avoid being destroyed completely and 
exposing Saddam Hussein to an uncer­
tain fate. But most importantly 
sources revealed, the National Re­
volutionary Guards have kept Saddam 
in power, despite his defeat in the Gulf 
War and large scale destruction of his „____ _ _____

aJLd discontei}t of his people, know very little else 
hat Saddam Hussein has survived terrorism and regime 

several coup attempts throughout his . - -
rule and particularly after the Gulf War. 
is due mainly to the loyalty and com 
mitment of members of the National 
Revolutionary Guards" said the de­
fence strategist.

In Africa. Author Nwankwo argues
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.Vihur Nwankwo...The National Guard could hold 
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sions into the country. But BukarAbba 
Ibrahim. Yobe State governor suggests 
that the Guard should be mandated to 
foil coup attempts in the country. Ht 
argues that since the Guard was 
formed to check a threat to public 
peace in the nation, the forestalling of 
coup attempts should be included in 
its schedule of duties. According to 
him. coups, whether against a military 
or civilian administration would al­
ways remain "politica. disaster" capa­
ble of disrupting the political process 
and should be discouraged.

Only last week. Lagos Island local 
government council chairman Adeniji 
Adele called for the National Guards to 
fight his urban guerillas — the Area 
Boys. And for the Secretary to Federal 
Government. Aliyu Mohammed, the 
immediate priority of the National 
Guard should be the maintenance of 
peace and security of lives and prop­

erty of all Nigerians, to 
mosphere necessary to tap 
lion’s abundant human 
sources.

/Xll things considered, it would ap­
pear that there has been a gradual 
meeting of minds on the need for a Na­
tional Guard. However, the contenti­
ous issue is the quality and nature of 
guard Nigeria will get. Says a defence 
strategist, “if the government remains 
convinced the Guard is a good invest­
ment. the least it can do is give this 
federation a good Guard by creating a 
sober relationship between federal 
government and other services on the 
one hand and the state governors on I 

the other hand. There should be more 
to (he Guard than its license to kill 
which is the aspect everyone is worried

1 about. The federal government 
make up its mind on

| 50. now a retired Vice Admiral and An 
I thony Ukpo. 45. then a colonel and 
I principal staff officer to the President 
I as Secretary of the Committee. Accord­

ing to security sources, the national 
guard was born out of serious lapses 
in the nation’s internal security. It was 
conceived as an agency that will draw 
its core personnel from the police and 
the military who will thereby undergo 
necessary training that is best suited 

' to fulfil- this new security venture. For 
the police personnel the training will

■ involve the exposure to a new and 
! sophisticated weapons system, and 
! other basic combat drills not originally 

earnt at the police college, while 
j lor the military personnel the retrain 
I ing has to be in the areas of gradual 

lowering of combat effectiveness and 
i aggressive instinct in view of the civil 

nature <>t their assignment.
The hybridization of 

tional setting of national 
perts say. will provide the future basis 
of a new security arrangement for the 
country as the military will never have 
to be called to quell civil disobedience 
no matter its scope, dimension and 
character (especially religious unrest) 
and the police will be deployed perma­
nently to their regular beats and will 
never be called upon to perform a task 
their training and experience in 
adequately prepare them to undertake. 
The National Guard is intended to be a 
permanently stationed rapid interven 

' tion force. highly mobile and 
>iet|uately mechanised.

H Police sources however contend that
K to function as it is being envis­

aged then it will need more men than 
those organising its affairs suspect.

For eKecIhe deployment of men in 30 
states ol the federation, at a minimum 
of 1.000 guardsmen per state. Nigeria 
will need 30.000 guardsmen for a 

off. Given this picture one 
fore argue that the < 
emits may be inadequate 
lure. fSV was unable tu 
there was immediate plan 
large scale recruitment.

One major fear expressed by the 
police is the security implication of 
putting the Guard under the presi­
dency. They argue that in most federal 
systems including US. state governors 
have power to call out law enforcement 
agents such as the police before fed­
eral troops are invited in a state In the 
United States, they argue the National 
Guard take dual oaths both to the state 
and federal government. But in the 
Nigerian federal system, power is cen­
tralised. A president will now have con 
trol over the police. National Guard and 
.Armed forces as well as other para­
military groups such as the Customs 
and Immigration. This, they stressed, 
is "not only unhealthy to the federa­
tion. but a danger to it."

•Already state governors and federal 
government functionaries have began 
raising discordant voices on what the 
role of the National Guard should be 
in the Third Republic, perhaps a 
pointer to future confusion. Cross 
River State governor. Clement Ebri 
while defending the formation of the 
National Guard says it was not the evil 
that critics envisaged. The governor 
whose state borders with Nigeria’s 
southern neighbour. Cameroon, 
suggests the deployment of men of the 
Guard to border towns to check incur-

must 
_____ .... what shape of 
Guard it wants now and in future be­

fore commissioning it.”
Meanwhile the commander con 

tinucs his march down the blitz train. 
He has disclosed that four state capi­
tals. Kano. Bauchi. Akurc and 
Umuahia have been picked as zonal 
headquarters of the National Guard, 
and that green and-orange uniform 
has been adopted for them.

He revealed that all the pioneer re­
cruits who underwent special training 
last year in Zaria Depot were recruited 
from civilian population, pointing out 
that they would receive more training. 
He said, "our priority is to have capabil­
ity of dealing with situations in a very 
professional manner and I can assure 
that the troops have been trained to 
handle such situations with modern 
equipment that would disperse crowds 
and restore normalcy without casual­
ties."
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names which cropped up in the med- 
dening period of decision on the vice 
presidential choice. Such theories are 
as varied as the interest groups. In fact. 
Abiola himself disclosed at Kiteshift 
Club gathering that he perused a file 
consisting 450 names under consider­
ation for the post He also explained in 
Abuja last week that he attended 64 
meetings for the same purpose.

i I

The Yar'Adua group which wanted a 
muslim argued that key officers of the 
national assembly like Senate Presi­
dent. lyorchia Ayu. his deputy. Albert 
Legogie. majority leader, Wande Abim- 
bola. minority leader. Benneth Birabi, 
House of Representatives Speaker. 
Agunwa Anaekwc and House Chief 
whip. Wale Oshun are all Christians, 
tilting the balance in favour of Christ­
ians. The group further extended the 
argument that the Hausa-Fulanis ol 
the North have been marginalised in 
office sharing in the SDP and therefore 
should be compensated with the vee- 
pee slot It is reasoned that after oc­
cupying the topmost post for 20 years, 
the Hausa-Fulani will radically revolt 
against a sudden exclusion from the 
presidential villa. The Yar'Adua group 
predicated its support for Abiola in the

Baba lingibe bounces back
....after u nion th of dither­
ing, SDP presidential 
flagbearer settles for Jus 
arch-rival in the
primaries, Kingibe in the

the electorate.

1 " N 1991, when it was the
rule for the National Electoral Com­
mission. NEC. to summon the chair­
men of the Social Democratic Party 
(SDP) and the National Republican Con­
vention (NRC) for periodic briefing. 
Moshood Kashimawo Abiola and Baba 
Gana Kingibe made their debut public 
political appearance together.

That day. political correspondents 
who had gone to the 2. King George 
V Road. Onikan. office of NEC to hunt 
for stories stumbled on Abiola, then 
non partisan, and Kingibe, then SDP 
chairman discussing together. The 
duo jokingly dismissed reporters en 
quiries about “what is up" by saying 
they came there lor different puqioses 
and saw no crime in two Nigerians ex­
changing views.

But last Saturday, it was no longer a 
joke that the two men have a joint par­
tisan fate awaiting them. A press state­
ment last weekend announcing Kin­
gibe as Abiola's running mate in the 
June 12 presidential elections on the 
platform ol the SDP saw to this. The 
statement also ended a month of fren­
zied and mind boggling speculation 
which has taunted the SDP since the 
Jos Convention ended on March 29.

Since the discussion at NEC office, 
the relationship between Abiola and 
Kingibe had traversed different planes. 
The two were the most prominent pres­
idential aspirants thrtrwn up by the Op 
lion A4 selection process of evolving 
a presidential candidate in the SDP. 
Events preceding and during the Jos 
Nationalconvention portrayed the two 
as transforming from political oppo­
nents into political enemies as they 
and their supporters engaged in fierce 
hattie of words, wits and whims.

Eat now they have emerged to be the 
Pair that will attempt to capture power

at the federal level for the SDP. It has 
however not been easy for the SDP 
ticket to fully evolve. The emergence 
of Abiola. a muslim from the South 
West zone, as the presidential flag­
bearer had created a problem of choice 
of running mate for the newspaper 
baron. The coalition of forces that 
aided his victory in Jos further compli­
cated the issue.

Abiola who won in Jos with the 
merger of supports of the Yar'Adua 
group, and the Rimi — Balarabe — 
Falae PSP group found it extremely dif­
ficult deciding what line to toe in the 
contradictory preferences of the vari­
ous groups concerning who the 
number two man should be.

The Yar'Adua group which is once 
again in control of the party machinery 
wanted a Hausa-Fulani muslim run­
ning mate. Specifically, the group s 
choice is Abubakar Atiku who stepped 
down, supposedly, for Abiola. at the 
final ballot of the covention. Mean­
while some party elders insisted on the 
presidential convention of achieving 
religious, geographical and regional 
balance as the prime consideration in 
the choice of the number two man-

At a point, many theories had come 
why Abiola should pick certain
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body who will bring economic pros­
perity to the state.”
- O^bonnai/a Onu Abid State 

lending the allegation that h 
much.

on .Abiola to choose Kingibe if he wants 
Sd come and them to work for the SDP ticket in the 
they have ‘-------------- -

He govemoi de- 
he travels loo

up
L.THNIC cleavage produces a dire 

threat in any country where it exists 
and it does exist in Nigeria.”
— Bolaji Akinyemi. lonnei External Allaiis 
minister and ex president aspiianl in an mlci 
view with African Concord.

Not to educate at all, not to edu­

cate effectively is to breed in ouryoung 
people social disaffection and the feel­
ing of marginalisation and frustra­
tion.”
— Vit-n Hwabue/e. Education Secivlaiy Id 
menting the stale of education.

UT
1 HERE are inefficiency and cor-

IT does not matter what any one 
says about Baba, (Awolowo), but 
everyone knows he is probably one of 
the most principled Nigerians.” 
—Bashir Tola. HRCpresidential can­
didates on Late Chief Obafcmi 
AluoIoluo.

Thc issue was saia io -
candidate to pac.ly all a«neved 
groups before the announcement The 
chokv of Kingibe who despite «he_ «gor 
ous lobby mounted for him bj the ten 
governor's in his camp continued to 
deny any interest in the game is actu- 
ally a victory for the governors.

The SDP governors who were not 
united in their choice at the Jos con­
vention were unable to assert their au­
thority like the NRC governors did in 
Port Harcourt Three of them. Ogun. 
Oyo and Osun states governors who 
supported Abiola were the only ones 
who came out of Jos happy. The re­
maining ten were the ones who prevailed f____
NzERIBE (Arthur) knows that he 

is working with, and planning with the 
NRC government in Imo State.” 
— Etekiel leuogu. ex-governorshp aspirant 

“Let us not loose sight of the risks 
involved in travelling. How'ever, I am _______________________
prepared to go to anywhere to see any- ruption costs which have been errone­

ously built into production costs to 
give a false picture, and which formed 
the basis of the current campaign, 
premised on wrong assumptions.” 
— George Adigwe. member House o/ Rcpiv 
sentalires against the campaign lot the iv- 
moval of oil subsidy.

' it they nave presidential race as is expected o( 
fru them. Abiola. a source said in Abuja

leeting that the last week, realised the importance of 
cd Bala Takaya. the governors in the presidential elec 

. tions and therefore decided to take de­
cisions that will rally the 14 SDP gov­
ernors behind him.

Though, it is still doubtlsl. if 
Y’ar'Adua’s group is happy about 
Abiola's choice of running mate, but it 
is clear that .Abiola has strived to en­
sure all the power groups in the SDP 
have something to hold on to. With 
Abiola adopted by the PSP group, the 
vice presidential ticket going to Kin­
gibe platform and the Yar’Adua group 
having the party chairmanship the 
power equation in the SDP is satisfied.

Arthur Nzeribe who supported Kin­
gibe in the primaries and has since 
mounted a campaign of calumny 
against Abiola's ticket may now feel <i 
sense of belonging with his man non 
on the ticket.

But Kingibe's choice which satisfies 
the South West and North East gcog 
raphical zoning formula now leaves 
the religious flank open. With the two 
being muslims. CAN and other Nige­
rians who had warned against the exc­
lusion of the Christians in the presi­
dential ticket will have serious cause 
to complain.

Abiola's choice, a member of his 
campaign team told TSM. is a pure reac­
tion to the political situation. And the 
candidate is expected to assuage the 
feeling of the Christians with the assur- ' 
ance that his secretary’ to Federal j

through the 
er . Kingibe, 
nominee.

At a point. SDP elders at a meeting 
in zXbuja chaired by Michael Ajasin and 

attended by its bigwigs like Shehu 
Musa Y’ar'Adua. Olu Falae. Abubakar 
Rimi. Theophilus Danjuma and 
others, reportedly derided that the 
running mate should be a Christian.

With that decision the report con 
tinued. Y’ar'Adua. the powerful man of 
SDP opposed the choice of the Middle 
Belt forum, Suleiman, who he dismis- 

; sed as "Theophilus Danjuma’s boy." 
j His preference, if it must be a Christian, 
j was said to be Bafyau. Abiola himself. 
; taken in by the strength of the labour I movement which he thought Bafyau 

orrtrolled. also had a soft spot for him 
as the running mate. Some SDP lead­
ers are however opposed to Bafyau be-

I presidential election on this conces- 
| sion.
I The Middle Belt forum told Abiola to 
I either pick a Christian running mate 
I and achieve a balance ticket or forget 
I about the support of majority of SDP 
I members in Benue. Kogi. Kwara. 
I Kaduna. Niger. Taraba and Adamawa 
I states.
I The forum even went further by 
I selecting four aspirants from the North 
I East zone to which the SDP zoned the 
I post of vice president for screening. 
| From the list including Bala Takaya. 
1 former ABU lecturer. Paschal Bafyau. 

the labour leader. Istifanus Manga, 
former University of Maiduguri Teach­
ing Hospital chairman, and Dan 
Suleiman, a retired Air Commodore. 
Suleiman w’as picked as the forum's 
candidate.

Likewise, the Nigerian Labour Con 
gress (NLC) leaders also made a strong 
lobby for Bafyau. In between, religious 
bodies like Christian Association of 
Nigeria (CAN) and Supreme Council 
tor Islamic Affairs (SCLA) traded hot 
words on what should be the spiritual 
persuasion of the running mate. CAN 
wanted a Christian from the North for 
the post. That is in dissonance with 
the advice given by CAN president. 
Olubunmi Okogie. that religion should 
have nothing to do with the choice of 
leaders. SCLA also said religion should 
not matter in a serious issue like 
choosing state administrators.

Kingibe's platform consisting of gov­
ernors of Ondo. Anambra. Benue. 
Kwara. Plateau. Jigawa. Yobe. Borno . 
Edo and Delta states and other chief 
tains like Olusola Saraki. Ojo 
Maduekwe. Mohammed Buhari. and 
Mahmud Waziri. was also on .Abiola s 
throath to ensure that the group is ac­
corded the due recognition it deserves

appointment of its lead 
as the vice presidential

cause they could not fathom why an 
"outsider" to the party w’oul -•»
pluck the juicy fruit
laboured to sow.It was at the elders meet 
Falae group introduced E— 
the former University of Jos lecturer 
who was disqualified from the guber- 

by NEC in 1991. as a 
choice. ’ Truly. Takaya 

——religious choice and is 
quite a brilliant running mate, but the 
Yar'Adua group and Kingibe platforms 
saw in his emergence as Abiola's run­
ning mate a total domination of the 
SDP presidential ticket by the PSP 
group. So. he was opposed at tlie last 
minute. Some sources close to Abiola 
revealed to 7S.V on the eve of the inau­
gural campaign rally in Kaduna that if 
Abiola were to name tlie running mate 
in Kaduna. Takaya it would be.
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With this choice, Abiola has rekin­
dled the situation in America in the 
1980 elections when after a tough bat­
tle between Ronald Reagan and George 
Bush, the republican candidate, 
Reagan, was later persuaded to pick 
his archrival. Bush as the running 
mate after the two had behaved as if 
they could not work together. The pair 
later ruled for two terms and Bush even 
served a one term presidency. The 
same situation prevailed in the Amer­
ican Democratic Party in the 1960 elec­
tions between John F. Kennedy and 
Lyndon Baines Johnson.

Whether the Abiola — Kingibe ticket 
will end up like these American exam­
ples is a question Nigerian voters will 
answer come June 12.

Government will be a Christian like the 
leadership of the national assembly.

Whether these points will be able 
to neutralise the serious attacks already 
being mounted by NRC chieftains on 
Abiola’s religious stance and the in­
sensitivity of the SDP to religious bal­
ance is another question.

7SM however know that there are 
plans by some politicians to inflame 
and inspire CAN leaders to campaign 
against the Abiola — Kingibe ticket

THE V.P: Kingibe was bom on June 
25, 1943 to a salaried courier man for 
the old native Borno Emirate in 
Maiduguri. He was educated at the Uni­
versity of Sussex in England where he 
bagged a Bachelor’s degree in Interna­
tional Relations. He also trained as a 
broadcaster with the BBC Television 
Training School in London. He studied 
for a master degree at the Graduate In­
stitute of International Studies in 
Geneva. He first worked as a lecturer 
at the Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria, 
between 1969 and 1970 from where he 
left to head the Current Affairs and Fea­
tures department of the Northern 
Nigeria Broadcasting Corporation 
(now FRCN). He later joined the foreign 
service in 1970. In 1975, he was ap­
pointed senior counsellor to the Nige­
rian High Commission in London from 
where he was recalled to be the princi­
pal political secretary at the Supreme 
Military Headquarters during the 
Obasanjo administration in 1976. By 
1981. he became Nigeria’s ambas­
sador to Greece with concurrent ac­
creditation to duty as the secretary of 
the constituent assembly in 1988 
where he met the present corps of 
Nigeria politicians.

Kingibc will definitely bring his 
oratorial skill, his public service ex­
perience. intellectual sauvity and 
mass appeal to the Abiola ticket
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take r~— •’ -
the inadequacies.

- :zr.s were 
’-•s of several inci- 
)h of money politics

producing presidential candidates for 
: the parties, the report gave a caveat 
; “The results of elections conducted 
i during the conventions of the two par­

ties can be described as a triumph of 
money politics and ethnic sentiments" 

j it concluded. And to substantiate this

but okay
4 CLO report on the 
tional conventions of 
two parties picked fL 
in the - 7
the federal goventr--: 
take responsibilities

na- 
the 

__  jlaivs 
occurences but told 

•nent to
for

No,W enough
charge, a quantum 
necessary’ part:cv,fi 
the report

The conventions, 
of the CLO. also lac 
characteristic of being 
fashion out programmes 
party’ would present to the «...The organisation of the conventions 
did not allow the aspirants for various 
offices to address concrete issues.

Another fault identified with the con­
vention is excessive militarisation rep­
resented bv the imposing presence of 
security agents. While it acknow­
ledged that this contributed to the 
peaceful resolution of the convention 
agenda, the report warned that there 
is an implicit message that the two par­
ties themselves may not be able to con­
duct the internal affairs democrati­

cally.Other negative symptoms exhibited 
at the conventions are the tedious 
uiode of vote countingand sorting, ero­
sion of the element of secrecy as­
sociated in elections, unhealthy par­
tisanship displayed by governors who 
employed extra-legal means to ensure 
their wishes prevailed, clog in the ac­
creditation method and the insuffi­
cient time allocated to the conduct of 
the conventions.All these accusations were amply 
proved by examples of ’ :—•'

Agbakoba....Triunwl

dents that pervaded the convention.^1 
By like an objective critic, the CLO 

noted that the conventions brought to 
the fore certain positive developments 
in the transition programme. In an un­
precedented manner, the elections 
were orderly and peaceful, just likede- 
feated candidates gracefully accepted 
defeat in good faith.

Conclusively, the CLO warned that 
the contents of the report arc "not 
meant to provide the military govern- 
ment with evidence of gross malprac 
tices... to justify another cancellation 
of the primaries and a further exten­
sion of the transition programme." In 
fact, the human rights body categori­
cally declared its aversion to cancella­
tion of the primaries and a further ex­
tension of military rule.

The report which is aimed at assist­
ing the civil society in rectifying the 
•‘present defective military imposed 
electoral and political dispensation" 
made six recommendations in that di­
rection.

Part of its suggestion include re­
placement of modified open ballot with 
absolute secret ballot system, adop­
tion of a less cumbersome and time 
saving procedure for sorting and 
counting ofvotcs and adoption of multi 
party system. Independence of the par­
ties in total organisation of the conven­
tion was also recommended.

With the CLO report. Nigerians who 
are not in Port-Harcourt and Jos now 
have more information to form opin­
ions on what went wrong and what 
went right at the conventions of the 
two parties.

■ *’===3“ HE national
conventions of the Social Democratic 
Party (SDP) and the National Republi­
can Convention (NRC) which produced 
the parties presidential flagbearers 
and national officers have come and 
gone. But a report recently released by 
the Civil Liberties Organisation (CLO'; 
converted the conventions into indi­
ces through which the political and 
electoral process now being operated 
in Nigeria came under serious 
scrutiny.

Jn a 42-page report compiled by two 
of its members at the convention ven­
ues. the body' dissected occurences at 
the convention venues and made a 
submission that all was not well with 
the option A4 method of evolving can­
didates. Similarly, the report expres­
sed serious reservations on the effi­
cacy of the Modified Open Ballot sys­
tem which the nation’s electoral body. 
National Electoral Commission (NEC), 
intends to adopt in the June 12 presi­
dential election.

The independent report compiled as 
part of the body’s election monitoring 
project submitted that the conven­
tions were characterised by "ir­
regularities, lapses and malpractices." 

While reaffirming the wide acclaim 
that the Option A4 system proved to

>articulars
.h<« cst>tn’ltior 

ns- "’J’thc uni«rsal 
,aCltC an to

which the 
electorate.

coi
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Loglnou.-defected

•Nigerian, Russian troops 
in bribery and corruption 
scandal.

•Nigerian- Commander in 
Gun drama episode at 
the airport

Scandal rocks UN 
Keeping Force

liance with the Serb forces.
Take the case of the Russian Colonel' 

who defected to the Serb extremist 
guerillas. Viktor Loginov is his name. 
And until he defected to the Serbs, he 
was a member of the Soviet army elite, 
Loginov was posted to a United Nations 
Command in Serb-occupied Croatia. 
Foreign Newspaper describe him as a\ 
charismatic paratrooper and a hero of 
the Afghanistan war.

In brief, he was among the best Rus­
sia could send to UNPROFOR and he 
was expected to perform up to that bil­
ling and conrte back with laurels.

. HE United Na­
tions, UN. may not shout it to high 
heavens. But the world body must be 
feeling embarrassed by the allegations 
being levelled against members of 
some of its contingents in the United 
Nations Protection Force, UNPRO­
FOR, in Yugoslavia.

The allegations stink. Nigerian and 
Russian troops in UNPROFOR have 
particularly come under strong criti­
cisms by the Foreign press in the last 
few weeks.

The allegations against them range 
from bribery, corruption to sabotage. 
And the results: The UN doesn’t know 
what to believe.

When the body sent out the peace 
keeping force, it expected much, but 
definitely not what is scaring before it 
now.

While the Russians have been ac 
cused of corruption and defection to 
the extremist Serbs, Nigerians have 
been accused of illicit dealings in hard 
currency, UN fuel and hardware, as

thBu'XeP5“ptCOrnpliCity with 
^an troops soundmagalnst the R“9 

of their "£ “ore serious than

PROFOR. the moral authority oX° 

OeployedTn^’h^hl ” °f 864 troops- 
puted territory b‘L y Sen9iUve dis- 
Croatia, according to Fn" Serbia and 
a London based£uenin9 Standard, 
traded charges o^T^"' at- 
9,on and instances“7"^°"’ C°Uu’ 
_________ s of >nfamous al-
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The World

accused of working with the Serbs and 
receiving bribes from them.

Although these charges have 
continually been denied by the UN­
PROFOR command an incident a few 
weeks ago caused the UN an agonizing 
embarrassment

According to the Evening Standard. 
"Nigeria’s Brigadier-General X (real 
names withheld by TSM) the Comman­
der of Sector North, was about to catch 
a flight from Zagreb Airport on March 
26 when security men on an X—ray 
machine spotted something odd at the 
bottom of his luggage. They asked him 
to open his bag and found, tucked away 
among some crockery, a new M48 Win­
chester hunting rifle.

“When he was questioned about the 
rifle Brigadier-General X said he had 
bought it for 485 dollars and wanted 
to take it home to Nigeria. His story 
brought a smile to the lips of the police 
who were questioning him. The 
Brigadier-General clearly did not 
realise that the small brass plaque set 
into the rifle stock, engraved with cyril­
lic script, was an inscription declaring 
the gun a gift from the Serbian 
people...Such incidents sap the moral 

authority' of UNPROFOR.’’

This damning evidence gives the im­
pression that there have been some 
complicity with the Serb para­
militaries.

If these allegations are true. then, 
that'll be unfortunate because jn all 
the peace keeping forces Nigeria has 
contributed to. this will be the first 
time our troops will be indicted in any 
form of corruption and bribery. Nige­
rian troops have always been given a 
clean bill.

Speculation is that this may be pan 
of the usual foreign propaganda to pre­
sent Nigeria in a bad light

Fred Chijuka, a colonel and Army 
Public Relations Director told TSM 
when contacted that he never read or 
heard about the story before now. He 
promised to contact the general con­
cerned.

Last week. Sani Abacha. an Army 
General and Nigeria’s Secretary for De- 

lence gave Nigerians a breather. Speak­
ing at a reception he held in honour of 
Paul David Miller, an Admiral and Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the United States 
Atlantic Command. Abacha an­
nounced that Nigeria is to withdraw 
from UNPROFOR.

Nobody knows w’hether it is in con­
nection with the alleged scandal but 
Abacha announced that it was to ena­
ble Nigeria cope more effectively with 
its leading role in the West African 
Peace Keeping Force, ECOMOG.
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cent t»?Urse’ Loginov did perform ex- 
sham at *s covering ^ace in 
chari6 over bis performance. The 
tahenSlDatic paratrooper has just 
tj-em. a lucrative job with Serb ex

SUerilla — the very people he 
A asked to control.

•..p CCording to the Evening Standard 
o e Russians were posted to the 
ba?half of Sector East; a Bel2ian 
oneV0!1011 was Posted to the north. Col- 

Loginov and the Russian com- 
ander, Colonel Alexander Khrom- 
enk°h w°rked out of UN headquar- 
rs in Erdut airfied at Klisa 10 miles 

away.
. Loginov swiftly established contact 

the local Serbian warlords, the 
stv? whose chetnik bands — self- 
lyied "special police." — were en­

gaged in the ethnic cleansing and at- 
ocities against non-Serbs. Prc-emi- 
eut among these gang leaders was 
e Jko Ranznjatkovic, a small time 

crook, from Belgrade who under his
ozn de guerre. Arkan. features high on 
he United Nations’ list of alleged war 

criminals."
Arkan's men were the real powers 

■— be in the sector. Loginov was 
supposed to have challenged them, 
out he surprised both the local non­
Serbs and the UN protection force com­
mand by not challenging them. The 
reason was soon known.

Arkan had given Loginov a white 
Mercedez Benz car which Loginov 
began to drive around. But more was 
that Loginov and Khromchenkov 
began partying frequently with Arkan 
and his henchmen. The parties were 
lavish affairs where girls were brought 
in from Belgrade. This went contrary’ to 
all the rules of normal social duties 
undertaken by senior UN officers.

While everybody became suspicious 
of Loginov's activities, he confirmed it 
by’ dramatically leaving the Russian 
army last year. He is now an adviser to 
Arkan, training his guerilla band. Paul 
Malherbe, a colonel and formerly sec­
ond in command of the Belgian battal­
ion was one of those shocked by 
Loginov’s behaviour. Malherbe a 
career soldier who retired recently 

i revealed that he had some reservations 
I when he served alongside Loginov. He 
; said, “it was clear from day' one that it 
: was not going to work with the Rus­

sians. Their sentiments are pro-Ser- 
bian: they consider the Serbs allies 
and part of a Slav brotherhood. When 

i they arrived they would not even recog­
nise that the territory was part of 
Croatia"

"Our job as a UN force was to be neu- 
. tral and to look neutral. The Russians

did neither- lithe. Cn«ttS-

S *’rL’xi problem
u-ith the Serbs, Theyj^ s„.
background an^sjans fcU isolated 
terns. The who made up
among the Ear P pcrsOnnel. And

thp Russians «erbs in Sectot
Ealt" Th” most risible symptom ol 
eXe was Loginovs white Mercedes

put a question mark on the UN s future 
as a neutral agent for intervention

But then, these weaknesses are not the 
exclusive of the Russians. There are 
eoually serious complaints lodged 
against Other nationalities. These 
complaints allege corruption, denltc- 
tionof duty and complicity with the 
Serb para-militaries.

Nigeria is among those who have fea­
tured most in these allegations. Ac­
cording to the reports. Nigeria’s con­
tingent based in Glina. South of Zag­
reb. in the Sector North protected 
zone, has been the subject of lots of 
complaints about illicit dealings in 
hard currency. UN fuel and hardware.

Nigerians, like Russians, have been
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Hie Bos- 
short 

•itary re-
Fhreats by NATO allies 

cor military intervention, 
and renezved economic 
sanctions designed to en­
force a ceasefire and the 
Vance-Owen peace plan, 
skewered the Bosnian 

i Serbs on the ropes. But 
can this stop the slaugh- 

| ter?

ASSESSMENT OF UN’S MILIT­
ARY OPTIONS: A few weeks ago the 
western media outlined a variety of 
military options for UN forces in Bos­
nia. The first exercise is to bomb the 
Bosnian Serb s supply route. Since the 
UN’s basic mandate is to ensure food 
and medicinal deliveries and to employ 
all necessary means for doing so. the 
West believe that blocking of 
humanitarian aid convoys depends on 
spare parts, ammunition and oil from 
Serbia. Disrupting the Bosnian Serbs' 
supply fines is supposed to reduce Ser­
bian military viability. But it was noted

Jankovic...“The crisis in Yugoslavia 
cannot be understood by merely watch­
ing CNN.
nian Serb parliament agree on the 
peace plan, they must back this up by 
• concrete action" on the ground. This 
means that the Serbs are required to 
respect the ceasefire and give up parts 
of Bosnia Herzegovina, under their 
control. Already the French has 14 
warplanes on standby, in Italy And Bri 
tain is keeping four squadrons of Royal 
Airforce (RAF) Tornadoes in Germany. 
These preparations are in fine with 
consultations made between the White 
House and its European allies in 
NATO, under UN command, for a com 
bined air operation in Bosnia.

HE carnage in 
the former Yugoslavia was at the brink 
of another breaking point last 
weekend. Before the Serb’s Bosnian 
delegates signed the United Nations 
(UN) backed peace plan at the Athens 
Conference, in Greece, the United 
States (US) and its North Atlantic Tre­
aty Organisations (NATO) allies pon­
dered on breath-taking military strikes, 
after having embarked on a package of 
confused hard hitting sanctions.

Some members of the international 
community are uncertain about what 
to do and why. But most of them label 
the Serbs as the aggressors — and as 
such insisted that Serbs should bear 
the brunt of western fury. The U.S. 
wanted air strikes and safe havens to 
protect Bosnian muslim enclaves. 
This solution is similar to their ’’cow- 
boyism’’ approach in Iraq. But Euro­
pean nations such as Britain hope to 
avoid soiling their hands. They prefer 
lifting the arms embargo to enable 
muslims defend themselves — ant* 
watch the resultant gory blood bath from 
a vantage point

General Colin Powell, chairman of 
the US Joint Chiefs of Staff, arrived in 
Brussels on April 26 to coordinate 
plans for airstrikes with U.S NATO al­
lies. But Britain told America to go 
back to the UN for a more specific man­
date. Then the US ambassador to the 
UN. Madelaine Albright, insisted that 
the U.S. has the legal authority it re­
quires.

The allies are prepared to enforce 
the peace plan through military 
strikes, if they don’t get their way. 
Washington says, even if the rebel Bos

that this would fail , 
nian Serbs grip sin‘ shake t 
term blow “Wse'rSs’^X - 

a"dwhen bombing brid^s^"8 C"!1, 
blast?ngeSeVbianaIi?nte also includes 

weaken the si"aJ 7 posiUons to 
berica and all other m S?.raievo’, Sre' 
But it i<s Hirr- , e rnuslim enclaves.

of er bM Ult to hit artillery targetsfear mi?hhten a" Woods’ And the West 
mishits and triggering Serbian ac- 

PrSfOrW1 UN PrDte«i°n Force (UN- 
rKOFOR) troops.

The UN is also considerinj 
up safe havens to 
claves. But this requires 
tions and redefinition of UN's milit; 
role, since huge UN ground forces 
needed while those already in t 
former Yugoslavia would be < 
dangered. And in any case it would i 
dermine the Vance-Owen map which 
wants to avoid dividing Bosnia along 
ethnic lines.

Then a final option is to lift the 
embargo to allow muslims defend 
themselves. This would avoid western 
military intervention and placate Is­
lamic countries. But other factions will 
also increase their arms and spark off 
a new Balkan- arms race, resulting in 
more bloodshed and thwarting UN’s 
humanitarian mission.

ECONOMIC SANCTIONSxFor the 
past year Yugoslav citizens were 
forced to endure one of the highest in­
flation rates in the world. Low wages 

are largely eroded by hyperinflation, 
but the people arc said to have survived 
by relying on the extended family and 
the old communist welfare system- 
The situation in Montenegro and Ser­
bia is equally traumatic. The Serbs ■ 
who inhabit the republics of Yugos­
lavia. Montenegro and Serbia appear 
tired of making sacrifices for their Bos­
nian brothers.

Though the Serbs believe that the 
peace plan does not favour their B°s 
nian counterparts, they are now wo 
Tied about their own economic misery 
and being dragged into a wa 
Their leaders.
Slobodan Milosevic ot Serbia, pr 
sured Rodovan Karadzic.
Bosnian Serbs, to accept the UNI pea 
plan, which the latter signed, las 
weekend. But the renewed econom 
sanctions, passed by the UN on Apr 
17. will continue until peace 
ground is implemented. Tl.\® n® ^ritir 
tions include a twelve "
exclusion zone, barnng ships f 
Yugoslav waters and free4‘"® cypl 
financial assets
kicked off its sanction agamst

Ptotem'"'6 5Ctting 
— - ect Muslim en- 

5-,?.ew resolu- 
itary 
:s is 
the 

un-

ground
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? ugoslav’s 
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dtions on
was

better to negotiate these outstand­
ing issues rather than rejecting them 

i all together. In this way. further 
; bloodshed and confrontations would 

be avoided. The Serb leaders claimed 
i that they would secure 45 percent of 

Bosnia, as discussed with Owen, and 
eliminated Serb fears of being par- 
itjoned and divided. Owen also wanted

such as these • 
pattern for the 
world divided over i, 
struggles with inadec 
to use sanctions
hitherto. Some could 

measures should
Britain said 6 p.m. on i 
many wanted April 28. and Frai 
with immediate effect.

In a press statement. y 
prime minister Radoje Kortic ; 
to the UN to review their posi 
the sanctions issue because it ___
v—*2’*'* and children,

not know of 
“ country is 

..vlon
outside. The people of Yugoslavia have 
always lived in the region.” he stated, 
adding: "The Yugoslav crisis cannot be 
understood by merely watching CNN- 
One must balance the news and read 
books on the subject in order to ap­
preciate the conflict in its proper his­
torical perspective".

So the issues at stake in Bosnia 
must be carefully weighed and ba­
lanced. before subjecting innocent 
civilians to further hardship. Since the 
Vance-Owen peace map is one of the 
central bones of contention in the im­
broglio (it called for Serbs. Muslims 
and Croats to live together in Bosnia), 
which must accept the plan, while the 
later refused. The war was sparked off 
when the majority muslims declared 
that Bosnia will be an Islamic state. 
And the West failed to address this is­
sue. It did not give the Serbs or even the 
Croats a sense of belonging. It 
erupted a chain of reaction, resulting 
in the Bosnian Serbs launching a vic­
ious campaign to grab territories 
which they claimed to be historically 
theirs in the first place. The muslim 
influence in Yugoslavia was brought 
about by the invasion of the Ottoman 
i urks against the Serbs. During the 
Second World War. Croats who sided 
Nazi Germany, wiped out many Serbs 
and seized their territories. The brutal 
war was halted by Tito. Though a Croat, 
he fought on the side of the com­
munists. against Nazism. After victory’. 
Tito became leader and united all the 
factions under one Yugoslavia. On the 
death of Tito and the collapse of com­
munism. old animosities erupted with 
a vengeance.

So the Vance-Owen peace plan in the 
former Yugoslavia suffers from severe 
structural defects, and the interna­
tional community should remodel it to 
suit all parties concerned. Then a last­
ing peace can be achieved.

warned that the peace 
plan should not be enforced as this 
was not the best way to guarantee 
peace. The Yugoslavian ambassador to 
Nigeria. Ilija Jankovic also agreed that 
the peace agreement should not be 
signed under duress, "it should not be 
an ultimatum, but a tool to stimulate 
negotiations. All parties must be satis 
fied with the plan, otherwise once the 
peace enforcers go the region will flare 
up again" he said. He added that the 
crucial stage is for the Bosnian Serb 
parliament to sign the peace plan, be 
cause they feel the pulse of the war in 
Bosnia than most. It is their men who 
are fighting in the battlefield. But Jan­
kovic asserted that Serbs would prefer 
the bombings rather than the uncer­
tainties of the future. "You cannot im­
pose the peace by war and I believe the 
international community’ will not ac­
cept these steps otherwise there will 
be disaster." he said. But Jankovic was 
confident of a meeting point in the fu­
ture. by the three groups in Bosnia. "I 
believe a process of reintegration will 
take place because we have similar lan 
guage, and culture." But he felt that die 
U.S. was not analysing the Yugoslav 
crisis in a proper critical manner. "The 
U.S. looks at the issues in too much 
of a classical view, without analysing 
the history and the background of 
Yugoslavian peoples. The ethnic 
groups are not like in the US where the 
various races entered the country’ from

rfOslavs by freezing Serbian assets. y.U%ooner had it done so. it unfroze

{or no apparent reason. Hiccups 
seem likely to set the 

i next few weeks as a 
°ver its Balkan policy 

—equate machinery 
more effectively than 

not agree when 
come into force. 

April 27. Ger- 
ndFrance said.

hurting innocent Serbs 
“International law does ___  w
any instance, where a c—--.:., 
turned into a kind of concentration 
camp as Resolution 820 provides." he 
said. He added that since the beginning 
of the crisis in the former Yugoslavia.

I the country’ had always pressed for a 
I peaceful solution to the conflicts - 
I especially the one in Bosnia. Kortic 
I wanted the UN to end the injustice 
I against Yugoslavia and prevent the 
I tragic consequences of sanctions, in- 
| eluding the loss of innocent lives and 

renewed suffering which was threaten­
ing an escalation of war in the region. 
A session of the Bosnian Serb parlia­
ment also condemned the new sanc­
tions as unjust, genocidal and anti 
Serb.

To achieve a just and lasting peace, 
it is clear that the Cyrus Vance - David 
Owen Peace Plan requires readjust 
ments. During exhaustive discus­
sions between leaders of the Serb re­
publics and David Owen, the co-chair­
man of the Peace talks, they agreed 
that a three member presidency, repre 
senting Bosnia, will be nominated by 
the ethnic groups in the war torn coun- 
ln. They will establish rules or proce 
dures for a transitional government 
And after the peace plan is signed an 
exclusive UN Force will patrol non Ser­bian territories inhabited by Serbs — 

guaranteeing their personal security. 
Thev also discussed the possibilities 
of providing changes on the proposed 

I map designed by Vance Owen, to the 

satisfaction of Croats. Serbs and musI lims in Bosnia. And that it was
lims in Bosnia.

the creation of a corridor. to link the 
proposed Serb provinces of West and 
East Bosnia, and all of them with 
1 ugoslaria. After discussions with 
Milosevic he hinted that this area will 
be demilitarised and come under UN 
control. The Bosnian Serb province of 

Babluka may be linked with Serbia and 
the corridor would be demilitarised, 
five kilometers on either side of the 

road.
Owen also
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wcre body guards.

| the pre,inn-w'de curfew was .'
\ A nati , ^e assassination and 

at the «ahe
1 was lifted SW
I was in
I when

mday morning. The nation 
"L.rning until last Thursday 
" president was given a state 

, ePrcmadasa. who was Com- 
funeral. chiei of the Armed Forces, 
mander-tn- funeral with full

. was given the sta

military honours, 
lia blamed *

AY 1st
"lly regarded around the world

work-
"hah"*'

V” 'tr 1.CO«lOU“' '

dein,,n 
Lanka

, l-i,nUiTivea mas5 |iave uvcl, „ .......
was said t bombcr. Sn Lankan police

I age s°’c'.l the attacker strapped him 
I stated t« _losivcs and drove a cycle 
I self w'ltn ruling United National Party 
| into l”C„„ where Premadasa was lead- 
1 (UNP) tai?av Day procession, through 
1 ing the W ■' Co|Ombo commercial dis- 

thehe^d the ensueing explosion.
• DU.e were killed, while 60 more 
,C°P Uncled. Among those dead were 
'Tsident's body guards.
,reS ...jmr curfew was imposed

is 6cl'C uers’ Day. In recent years May 
as |.orations have been rather sub
paycharsh economic realities 
diu'd jjiflc peaceful Workers* Day 
tend l° . )llS. But this year s May Day 1

i cClcbf‘l1 . an upsurge of violence and I 
«itnr?c * II death5, sia part of the former Soviet I 

I In ftd a nation ideologically re- ' 
I unio*1 ~~ lhc land of the workers — 
I garded organised grisly and prob 
I witncsS* tf'tically motivated violence. 
I ably P, rue -Workers” (or should we 
I possih'y’ urists) were bemoaning the 
1 s3>’ C‘’("i'l'icir dictatorship. In France an 
I loss of “ j man was said to have im- 
I uneh’P'i uimself because he could 
I nn>'alC , work I" Nigeria, some work- 
I n»' "" -iu.d themselves, as a sign of 
I ets ch“. "nontic bondage.

• in the world were the.
•itions more sad than in Sri 

'".','umsinghe Premadasa. the Sri
1 president was assassinated by 

* i.i.hJ Pr«»mnrln*»n. RR.

’-ww.itrj’. Even uciviv ____ _Lanka’s security forces had already 
complained the LTTE suicide synods 
may try to infiltrate the crowds during 
the May Day celebrations. But the 
LTTE denied responsibility for the 
suicide bomb attack. The Tamil Tigers 
are involved in a bitter secessionist 
war in the North and Eastern parts of

Sri Lanka.The death came a week after a gui 
man shot dead opposition * — T -»i«o

Athulathmudali, while he was addres- 1 
sing an electoral meeting in Colombo- I 
So it appeared that a concerned and ' 
planned effort was being made to de- 
stablise the country.

Premadasa was chairman of the 
South Asian Association for Regional------- - . .aauciauon tor Regional I violence world

niarred this year's
ltd" ' Dall celebra- mally accused LTTE-1 up in the the rotational chairmanship of SAARC I
lOnl'ri1'^ . ■ „ 4-l.a formidable sePara* ,hc killings. Sri to Bangladesh at the organisation's an- I
** claldllllS the I Wes Oj country. Even before had already nual summit in Dhaka. The slain pres- I
t'°',S' ,L <l'S President and Lanka s security suicide synods ident was said to have expressed im 
r.i complained the LTl^ wds during terests in finding a solution to the |Si I mav\ry to infiHrate the ramil rebellion in Sri Lanka where

* M-iv Day cc^cbra sKUitv for the thousands of people have died.lOtl"-’ India’s fomrer Prime Minister. Rajiv

, cpnh (Jmunegbu Suicide bomb attack.TM rccessio.list Ghandi. was also killed by a su cide
JO^^i ‘ _ bomb attack in May 1991. The Tigers

were blamed for this similar death, 
which equally occurred during a polit- 
ical rally.

n” -
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Filth, slime and food all rolled in one.

Page

< ‘ -9,.

Felicia Oamen

,.CZ:~~ l,ce” re~ 
of basic food 

But with the de-

from this waste. When it rains the 
place is a sight for sore eyes..

Greenish water flows all over the rail 
line and the ground is slimy, making 
the whole area impassable. A reasona­
ble patch, of land on this rail line has 
been taken over by beggars where a 
kind of colony has developed. These 
beggars have ailments ranging from 
rashes, leprosy to coughs of various 
degrees and intensity.

’Vhat is ven' alarming and somewhat 
repulsive is the thriving food market 
right in the midst of all this scum. Food 
of all sorts like pepper, tomatoes, fish, 
vegetables and fruits arc sold here at 
affordable prices. The attitude of the 
traders to the food is another thing en­
tirely. Most of them spread out these 
food stuffs on polythene materials 
right on top of the slimy floors. That's 
about all the effort they make at achiev­
ing "hygiene."

Most of them have to keep trying un­
successfully to wade off an army of 
house flics trying ceaselessly to have 
a taste of their wares.

TSM accosted one of the buyers, who 
identified himself as a technician. This is 
what he had to say. “it's not as if I like 
buying or eating food stuff got from 
here but then there is hardly anything 
I can do. Anyway how do you really 
prove that it is dangerous. Is it not

Epidemic Looms!
A good number of Nige­
rians have never 
specters cf 
hygiene. But with the de­
teriorating economy, this 
aspect of human life is 
swiftly taking a turn for 
the worse in Nigeria.
kcL This market place is a baby of SAP. 
It sprang up years ago when the going 
(economy-wise) began to get tough. It 
is situated right on the railway lines 
of Oshodi. an area in Lagos. .-Ml efforts 
byiofficials of the Nigerian Railway PLC 
and local government council officials 
to evacuate these traders have not 
yielded any fruits. The traders have re­
fused to budge.

However, this is not the story which 
prompted 755/ to pay a visit to the 
place. The story is that the market has 
been reduced to scum and filth. 
Hygiene has been murdered here. The 
better part of the rail line has been 
taken over by refuse dump.

This is a fall-out of the more than 
one month old strike of Lagos State 
Refuse and Waste Disposal Board pCr. 
sonnel last year. Terrible smell emits

-- F you've ever visited any of
the popular food markets in Lagos, 
then the picture we are about to paint 
might come very vivid. But then, if 
you’ve not really had an opportunity 
to do so. you need not worry’. You'll 
still get" the gist of the story as you 
read along.

Our first port of call is Oshodi mar-
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with1 ei^tters- Prob^m 7 Can s*tuation. Nobody seems prepared to
------Mme0”' ’S ”so^Ot W “ Pice for the change that is

A¥~~i~~~~--^Pess ofP??e needed. This is an issue which the 
/’■ i - I —*------- e Health Ministry must look into.______
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gemination
isur
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people who have been eating it be­
fore?”

If you think Oshqdi market is 
nauseating then you need to see 
Idi-Oro, Mushin and Mile 12 market 
places. In the case of Idi-Oro a part of 
it where garri sellers sell is like a re­
fuse dumping ground. Once it starts to 
rain, it is hard differentiating it from a 
gutter.

Ibhalukholo Paul a house wife told 
TSM that she got ringworms on her feet 
last year during one of her visits to the 
place for shopping.

An official of Lagos State Refuse and 
Waste Disposal Board informed TSM 
that the case of Oshodi market place 
in particular is a fault on the part of 
Nigerian Railway PLC.
"These traders pay money to Nigerian 
Railway to stay on the rail 
line. But the corporation does not pay 
us to clean this place. So we can not, 
eVen though we know how terrible and 
dangerous the place has got"

We looked into the health books and 
found that foods exposed to this situ­
ation arc prone to diseases. Eating 
them could lead to diseases like dysen­
tery, diarrhoea, typhoid, worms and 
tuberculosis.

Apart from market places, hawkers 
of food stuff are not blameless either. 
All over Lagos, all kinds of food are 
sold under very poor conditions.

The new trend in the sale of bread is 
that it is first exposed to air and dirt 
until interested customers come along 
before they are packaged in polythene 
bags. Starting off a ••puff-puff, chin chin" 
business does not need much effort 
these days. A cart-like shop which con­
sists of a stove and enough space for 
display arc all one needs. These carts 
are parked anywhere thcr^ is a little 
available space. And usually it’s beside 
gutters, refuse dumping ground and 
other unimaginable places. The sale of 
water is another case entirely. Water 
sellers use the same drinking cup for 
about 50 customers out of which some 
might be infected with one disease or 
the other. Thanks to imagination and 
innovation this custom is fast giving 
way to a more acceptable one of selling 
water in polythene bags. Nevertheless, 
the source from which this water is got 
is another question. The fact that it is 
put in buckets of which cleanliness is 
not certain and which are exposed to 
dirt all day is. not really encouraging 
either.

Some months ago, a water seller in 
Mushin area of Lagos was thoroughly 
beaten up when it was discovered that 
she had been selling water collected 
from a burst water pipe nearby.

The attitude of consumers

“ao‘« and artir?c^ih?Ughttest 
happ'-d abrona7*

London’s Harley Street, or only in the 
more technologically advanced coun­
tries of the world? You now have 
reason to begin to set your sight closer 
home as some of our home-based hos­
pitals could now perform such feats.

At the last annual general meeting 
of the Nigerian Medical Association, 
John Esangbedo, a gynaecologist and 
infertility specialist relayed to the 
body the news of the birth of a set of 

ina- twins, a boy and a girl in his hospital 
at by artificial insemination.
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— «t a test­
tv L-L ~ out n^ht.
harbour worries about what neigh-

•or 3

u~r
1 HE secret of managing money is 

to live as economically the day after 
pay day as you did the day before."

— Huck 7<<ki<

“Amy
cauor, any i

or TV producer, will tell you that
rule, good news is never as exc1 as bad."

n do it. — Peter borough

The Specialist allays fears and as­
sures people that test-tube babies arc 
the biological offsprings of the par­
ents. For the artificial insemination by 
donor method. Esangbedo says it is 
easy to understand a little bit of doubt 
and ambivalence on the part of the

nrfn'rienCnd ed'tOr' anY ra<liO 

t as a 
exciting

concotion or to a prayer house.
The issue of cost is also detenng fac 

tor. the average Nigerian. Esangbedo

ably chargeSmoreaian‘a traditional of scn.en donated by a third party « 

medi I d t known to the recipient and her hu
Yet^a-dde °rrom these mentioned band. This procedure is recommends 

facts the average Nigerian still nurses whCTC the husband s semen parame 
some scepticism' over the modern cr!. exvessively low When the hm 
methods of conception. But band semeii is used. Ute technique i

■

1^’ y

that’s why I was crowned.”
— Jaru’t ! .)/< //<• tMi\-. lhii l)fl i/iinnv <//% 
par aging h< -t

day when y-_- .’„.,32 

nothing. It’s when, you've had

on 
barren 
-‘.and

sisted - I
TSM 

•euntry 
— lity ;

LOOK at a day when you are sup­
remely satisfied at the end. It’s not a 
day when you lounge around doing 

w ;.aJ every­
thing to do, and you’ve done it".

— Margaret Thatcher |

con tends that I
'-tree of rrferal

have the relevant in-

- —J may be sen- I

Esangbedo: Nigerian doctors can do it.
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couple together, or individually, es 
cially with the male patient

genaJ„_____ „ Artificial Insemination by Don
clinic would prob- { aid) is the method of involving the u 

traditional of srnien donated by a third party, -■

n uic.-- mentioned ________
Nigerian still nurses ui,ere the husband s 

over the nv'dern —~ iire I*"1
UICUIOOS oi conception. But L-----■------
Esangbedo thinks differently- He said eaued Artificial Insemination by Hus 
that the percentage of Nigerians who band (/UH).
will resent these methods is quite other procedures arc the In-Vitrc 
small because "when the chips are Fertilization (IVF commonly known as 
down, most couples will try anything. Test-tube baby and Gamete Intra-Fallo- 
He also agrees that some Nigerians pjan Transfer (GIFT).
still nurse misconceptions that a test- The jast tjmc a doctor in one of the 
tube baby would not come out right. Eastern states said he delivered a test- 
or harbour worries about what neigh- mbe baby in his hospital, it raised a 
bours would say. mountain of controversy that caused

the Nigerian Medical Council to take 
up the case.

When ESA/ accosted Esangbedo on 
that, he would rather not talk much 

instead he referred 7.SA7 to the Med­
ical council.

Associatioi 
twins had _ 
without any

TSAI sougl 
hospital in 
The doctor who 
reproductive 
couple was 
physician v- -nested the 
ment to them. They signed pai 
agreed to try artificial insemin; 
fore they came to him.

Esangbedo who would not give out 
the names of the couples because of 
ethical reasons, said it was not the first 
time such a method had been used 
successfully in his hospital. He had 
been carrying out the procedure since 
1982. especially with single pregnan­
cies but the last case was the first time 
he was having twin births.

According to Esangbedo who be- 
I became a doctor in 1970. after studying 
I in Glasgow. Scotland and specialized 

in gynaecology in 1974 Artificial in 
I semination has been in clinical use for 

more than 100 years. In Nigeria, he 
said, the practice has been in practise f 
'since the mid sixties. So how come 

awareness is still low here considering | 
the high premium Africans place on the’ 
child. Why would a lot of bai.^.a 
couples not take to this treatment, and 
instead resort to unorthodox practices 
or go to spiritualists? Could the cost 
of the treatment be a factor?

The doctor whose forte is assi 
reproductive technologies tolc » 
that only few physicians in the country 
have the resources to treat infertility

I problems and even out of these only a 

few cart offer the expertise to carry’ out 
artificial insemination.

Another factor. Esangbedo de­
lineated is that a majority of Nigerians 
do not always know where they can get 
the best treatment for any particular 
ailment This is not peculiar to Nigerians 
however, he pointed out. He told TSM 
that the best persons who can tell 
others where to go for the best treat­
ment for any particular ailment are 
other physicians. Also, other patients 
who may have benefited from a par 
ticular physician can refer other pa­
tients.

Esangbedo however c''«-uai 
j doctors are a better source of referal.

Patients may not have the ' 
formation vocabulary and 
timental about it.

Cultural factors are also culprit A 
lot of people still believe on the efficacy 
of traditional medical practices. So he 
said, it may not been surprising that 

| t patient who needs highly technolog­

ically scientific treatment would go to 
a traditional medicine man to dnnk a

' Drr„ ^arrie<i
"ght ogunta"ci«.

,hessunii^axb:do? *" his 
speciai12csaof Lagos.

wh'°uXn7dSaid
-

. ’Pers and 
,,nationbc-

| “I
V; just being sentimental. I’ve got it,
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Jfc» TOTAL TUMMY TONER: 
Lie on your back, bring your left knee 
in to your chest and keep the small of 
your back on the floor.

Grasp your knee with both hands 
and extend your right leg straight out 
two inches or so from the floor. Keep 
head and shoulders off the floor as 
high as you can while tensing your 
stomach muscles. Switch legs, bend­
ing the right and extending the left Al 
ternate legs for 60 seconds.

-With this s 
work-out

tniss a bit any umc a " rotncs near your waist. 
u'e 5. Y°u worriedtbat you never look $ St fashionable waist-hugging out- 

<its'! Wokin& like you 
S stage of pregnancy ant 

c»rW Lnple work out routine 
this s' ^c(_ tor yourself the ;

6 weeks after.res"'18

gig

that

SIDE SLIMMER: Lie on 
your back with your right ankle resting 
°n your left thigh.

Place your left hand behind your 
head. Slowly raise your head and 
shoulders from the floor and 
the right from the waist Hold for a 
count of three. Then gently lower head 
and shoulders.

Switch sides and repeat 
quence five times.

Lieri^ TUMMY TIGHTENER:
own on your back with knees bent 

riph» f°Ot on 016 noor- Place yOUF 
hartankleonyourleftkneeClaspy°U

* n s behind your head, keeping el­
bows back.

Bring your head and shoulders 
Siowly off the floor three or four in- 
o es’ using your tummy muscles only- 

bld the position for a count of 10. 
hen slowly loweryourself to the floor. 

Switch legs and repeat the exercise. Do 
two times on each side.

your feet shoulder Wide a?ndwith 
your knees bent aPart and

Keeping a straight back c- 
h.hiud your _

ROCKABY TUMMY: Lie
Jknees bent and feet Hat 

yOUflbor KeeP arnlS at y°Ur Sides- 

do*”’ vour knees up and in to 
br bringing y°ur buttocks off 

et your stomach muscles 
„rk Continue to raise and 

"■;,ocks iotimes-pulling y°u>- 
,a" c°ose to your chest as possi-

-- clasp your hands behind your head with elbows 
pointed out

Now exhale deeply and bend side­
ways to the right from your waist as 
far as possible, keeping your stomach 
muscles tight

Return to the center and inhale. Now 
repeat the movement, this time bend­
ing to the left

Return to center and inhale. Con­
tinue bending from side to side for a 
full munute, keeping your breath regu­
lar and even.

48ging

!ancy'X‘n y°ur 
fro0110*’ 

“ nu an Pl'asant

on 
on 
palms

Now — -
your chest bn; 
the floor, 
do all the 
lower 1 
knees 
ble.

►ur
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More 7UP 
Nairamania Winners
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Prima Garnet'
1st AGM

a RIMA Garnet Advertising held its first An 
nuat General meeting recently at the com 
pany’s premises. Pix shows Alex Bamgbola, 
chairman, in a tele-a tele with fellow Board 
members. Kola Fashogbon and the Manag­
ing Director,'Chief Executive Officer. 'Lolu 
Akinwunmi.

\ Head, Network 
?ad. Treasury De 

id of Ac

p BoftKng

Promotions At UTB 
FlVE Senior Managers of Universal Trust 
Bank of Nigeria were recently promoted 
the rank of Principal Managers.

The new Principal Managers include Mr. 
S.E. Ozolua, who now heads the Network 
Operations1 Procedures Department. Mr. 
Ozolua was up till December last year, the 
UTB Apapa Branch Manager.

Others include Mr. D. Saleh. Ikeja Branch 
Manager. Mr. U.S. Umeugo, Head, N~‘‘ 
Credits. Mr. N.E. Umoh. Head. Trcas 
panmenty and Mr. B.A. Sanda, Heat 
counting Department.

Mi. O.T. Bada of the Foreign Operations 
Department was also promoted to the rank 
of Senior Manager. He now heads the Foreign 
Operations Department. Pix S.E. Ozolua, PM 
Network.

THL SLNDAY MAGAZINE, MAY lb, |M<H

Maternal Mortality 
A Way Out

IN collaboration with the Department of 
obstetrics and Gynaecology of the College of 
Medicine of LUTH, Duff Resources and Con­
ferences Ltd., recently organised a two-day 
National Workshop on Maternal mortality. 
The venue was al the Lagos Sheraton Hotel.

Several papei s were presented al the work 
shop during which factors responsible for the 
high death tale o/ child bearing women were 
examined.

Among the dignitaries present was Rc 
.S-cu.i Aikhoniu. wife of the vice president 
who was the special Guest of Honour. Here. 
Rebc< ca Aikhomu in a chit-chat with Giwa- 
Osagh a professor and of LUTH.

changing 7Up 
Nairamania consume, j , emotion.

Recently lucl.,1 Samuel Onyuiohajoineit 
host of Oliver. By winning lhe 7Up UBA 
cheque of N200.000. It'. really great!

all over
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Celebrating
Anya O. Anya 

A National Seminar on Science. Politics And 
I*1................ The Agenda for Nigeria De-

l was held on Friday 30. 1993 at 
h Nigerian i”slilute ”f International Af- 
(irs Lagos in honour of Anya O. Anya, a 
a,(,f(.sSnr. a Research Scientist and the 
'1992 Merit Award Winner. The event also 
doubled asa the launch (or Anyas book 
Rrlence Development and the African 
Economic crisis The event had General 
Ibrahim Babangida. President and Coin 
tnander in Chief of the Nigerian Armed 
Forces as the Special Guest of Honour. 
He was represented by Admiral Augustus 
Alklwmu. Vice President.

Here Admiral Augustus Aikhomu chat- 
Ung With Professor Anya O. Anya.

ELF / Safety & 
Environment

ElF Petroleum Nigeria Limited. penulti­
mate Monday organised a lecture Corporate 
Director of Environmental Affairs — ELF 
Anuitaine and Premiere of the film ELF Pet­
roleum Nigeria ltd. This was at the Nlge- 
nan Institute 
(NI1A). H was

(NIIA) Lagos.
The three distinguished Nigerian women 

selected as recipients of this year's award 
are: Hajiya Gambo Sawaba, a fearless, ebul­
lient and uocal crusader for the emancipation 
of the down trodden who u>as noted the win­
ner of lhe 1993 Queen Amina Prize in the 
category of Government and Politics, Grace

Aide Williams, a professor in Mathematics ! 
and former Vice Chancellor of University of 
Benin bagged the Prize in the category of Edu­
cation while Emily Aig-Imoukhuede (Mrs.), j 
received the Prize in the category of 
Humanitarian Services.

The Queen Amina
Prize For Womanhood

ThE recipients of the 1993 Queen Amina 
Piirc for Womanhood was announced on 
Monday Mag3’in lhe Lccll,rc Theatre of lhe 
fiiqcrian Institute of International Affairs

of International Affairs 
 indeed a great event as 

people barred their minds on various is­
sues affecting the oil industries in par­
ticular and the company in general.

Here's the MD of the company and other 
personalities at the occasion.

Compiled by Grace Onyegbula
THE SUNDAY MAE.AZINE, MAY 16. 1941
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Okotie....Still a shoioblz genius
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j

curiosity and sometimes con- 
irsy. We are announcing the re­

turn (to music) of Chris Okotie, a rev­
erend gentleman and pastor of House­
hold of God church. It happened at the 
nation's undisputed soul music final 
place HiteshifL It was the Guvnor's Celeb­
rity Shotv Case and Okotie was the man 
on the hot seat. Date was Wednesday, 
April 28.

Okotie had sneaked with the filled 
club unannounced. He was not in com­
pany of his cute wife Tyna. Alone and 
alone he sat at the Gold Card sector. 
Seeing us. a glowing smile illuminated 
his face. "I have come to sing” he said 
laughingly. “I will sing and sing. You'd 
see. a performance and then give me 
your judgement at the end;*’ he re­
quested. We thought, the dandified 
pastor was only joking. By 12 midnight 
however, Chris Okotie took the stage 
and brought years of nostalgia to an 
end . Nostalgia of many Nigerians fans 
who had clung to his music, glutton­
ously longing for more. Decked in 
black suit with a patched pink. Colour 
carrying a sketched picture of a bliss­
ful lady with blood red lips you could 
have sworn it was his wife) Okotic re­
leased his voice. And the songs began 
to roll out, one after the other. For two 
and a half hours, Okotic re-enacted the 
histrionics of his almost for gotten 
days. As he got to the climax of the 
superlative performance, he threw 
away his jacket and became more 
dynamic on stage. Hiteshifts stood tall: 
its audience stood still. It was a night 
among nights.

But that was music with a new lyrical 
coating. Okotie sang love, but it was of 
the divine variety not carnal love. He 
did soul tunes reggae, rhythm and 
blues. Yet, the echoes of his calling 
manifested in every track of the night; 
“it will be impossible to find another 
Okotie," screamed an ecstatic fan.

Then came the question time. They 
revolved around his ministry, the 
dainty dames thatare Household mem­
bers, the<r sartorial tastes and some­
times worrying skimpy shifts. Okotie 
answered the question like a lawyers 
with all cogency. But the height of the 
question session was when a young 
man begged the pastor to sing

Heed Someone, the hit 
track of his terrific debut “No way 
man! Don’t you know I am a pastor,

IGERIAN
music wonderbojJ

died into one to 
nfolding destiny, 
that leaves creat-

CiirilOkotie . 
returns to music
With a Z talks

tnance, 
music again-
ByZikOkafor
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Sikulu

BY Zik Okafor.

Ipi Tombi - set the pace for Slkul
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n I can’t sing that," the Abraka-bom 
teacher replied with a boisterous 

Lugb. Then he paused; head thrown 
backwards and the words rang, “In my 
mind I am gone, to Carolina...." and the 

ng went on, cheers for a quenched 
nosU16la followcd- Stm wi*hin 
Caroline, the pastor brought in the 

c above name — Jesus . It was 
"♦her wonderful night for Niteshift 

jicnee a fulfilled dream for Ken- 
Calebs Olumcsc who was hell bent on 

the chrismatic reverend singer 
t his club and indeed a special night 

? r okotie who for sure won more 
souls for G°d 0,at nighL

SELAH BROADCASTni^~^~— 
WORK: Pastor Okotie . ** 
sively to TSM on his future e*«u 
has the ambition to sine w. plans. H. 
he's been singing in thetn Th°ugh 
now planning to record an i^h' he-s 
is already watching the butT1 He 
will choose the best “Let'1'1'03 and 
how you feel about some nr ?'e 
nighb 7a ‘h h'lp Plan^8 to’ 
quested dunng our discuss? ' he re-

Beyond recording elpees 
derboy is daring the broadcs?.? in­
dustry as another fact of hl. ng l»- 
life opens. He has already s,i.221ing 
a private television licene”"1 for 

'• >>e re.

he ^Uoned

Fo®uurow'renotsu 
"hapte^^’i^f^

rau°n and Lan^ Cas^nb’' ^Velati<^

genius of

levels _ etV harmofY,

*^1 expr^J* 
^sionalis^ 

l‘gb?Cnt of & f

Product! sh°wa tot** 
lbeli Am?.? *»ich of. 

the m»‘It

But Sikulu surely is a radi77~~~~—■ 
fitting successor of Ip) fomhi „a“d be- 
saw is another story of a peoki at We 
political oppression, a neot., Under 
culture is being eclipsed wit>? 'vh°sc 
vent of Westernization. It ad‘ 
told with eloquent dance SS a story 
music. A young man robust a°ng and 
culine in every bit had gone . mas- 
in search of his father But h^e citV 
was shattered when he learnt t? hope 

The South African ensem- X^^ngb^fe"^ a- 
1,/p re-enacted the Stuff of the prisoners, his greyed fii?>.Charge 

then were made of and re- bI?X ™ I? t brief cb* X" 
nlC]/ tv*-> J meeting was the height of tt,„ „ heir of si,„ Oan,,;’
vitalized memories of Ipi emotion. The dad, aware of 1™ ' flow ot exnloriP ’ SImultanio?'
rLmi venturism, asked himto go ad- Xs^ °‘ ‘^els^ c.
TOfTII and reclaim their land and u,omc Them?. besP°ke ?? racl.The discussion was too brieHoo^ tO ‘L ^s o™" a^£f^

thetliirstforthecmbraceofai qUench the chmH stage highii5?01'
Beyond the story bum? ‘

sophistication of South Ar • IS the t>>® Perform?" °ne an...*1*' which flawlessly S/kiTdemS ea« and 
_______  ERTlfA "lost 70% of the songs^w-^.A1- dedication to a?' 
S»nos and Gail Lakicr have done it synched yet they were so lo,,a “P' cording to Ch gssxssc ..
Bertha Egnos. who also wrote the filters tied to their waists The ” ^dy revealed, wo toured Europe- 
music. But it was her daughter Lakier ing sounds are thus share n, ”erg' to prepare fo, ret«rn to sout”

ncsburg early 1974, even the South Af­
ricans stood stunned by their own 
dances stylized to suit international 
tastes. Yet their stories are always 
about the rustic folks of South Africa. 
IN Ipi Tombi these bucolic folks sac­
rificed their unsophisticated but dig­
nified life to embrace western civiliza­
tion whose traces where filtering into 
the country side. In the city, however, 
they are disillusioned as they disco­
vered that their fellow blacks were 
mere willing slaves of the white 
gold miners. The story of Sgnos and 
Lakier’s second coming through 
Sikulu was not too different. The 
dances also have certain basic pat­
terns that are typically South African.
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is a 
in his P-151 
in bis new 
eplaced bx

planes with sharp edges. Chike 
Aniokor’s rendition of mass human fl- 
gures are not new. But their politic.il 
commentaries are becoming auda­
cious and trenchant

No doubt, the audience will have a 
great visual feast when the Aka works 
are exhibited on the 11th May to com­
memorate the 10th anniversary of Didi 
Museum. The only such private enter­
prise in Nigeria.

"■ ■ EN 
Chief Newton Jibunoh 
house to a small crowd of art lovers 
and connnsseurs. The new centre was 
named Didi museum, after his only sis­
ter. Edith, who died at thirteen. This 
noble attempt at promoting the con 

thousand art pieces in its collections.
The Jibunohs could not contend with 

the growing visitors to their home 
museum. In 1990, a separate building 
to house the art was opened. It is ten 
years now since the Didi museum was 
established. It has hosted several Nige­
rian artists and an Ethiopian artist .

To mark its tenth anniversary, the 
museum has lined up series of ac­
tivities. Amongst these are: Cultural 
night for 9th May and lecture for 10th 
May.

Perhaps, the most significant of their 
activities is the Aka group of artists’ 
exhibition which will open on the 11th 
May. This is so for two reasons: Didi 
Museum has been reputed to exhibit 
the best and most profound of art in 
Nigeria. Secondly. Aka. which has been 
in existence for eight years consists of 
the most seasoned artists in Nigeria. 
Besides the international exposure of 
all the artists in the group, each artist 
has created his nitch in his own 
medium. Because of their continuous 
experiment, they have often surprised 
their audience at every annual exhibi 
tion with the best art pieces.

With thirteen artists in the group, art 
enthusiasts are offered various dimen­
sions of art — from the plastic ceramic, 
the solid metal and wood, to the fluid 
water colours and oil paintings. Tayo 
Adenike. the fluid water Glourist will 
be exhibiting fire water colours — 
paintings. Perhaps his most enchant­
ing piece is the “Desolorte Landscape 
for it shows the draughtmanship in 
Adenike. Nsikak Essien’s "Easter 
Procession" is an abstract rendition 
with captivating colours. The sur 
realist. Boniface Okafor’s "Dawn" is a 
sensuous philosophical commentary.

Since his last solo entry year at the 
Lekki Peninsula . Chris Afuba has con 
tinued to thrill his audience with his 
metal reliefs. Bona Ezendu’s appears 
to be saying 1 have conquered the 
medium of oil. What else” This ex­
plains why he is experimenting with 
metal. With the return of Chris Echofa 
to the group, after two years exit, the

Aka visits Didi at ten:
audience will aga,n Obiora

Udechukwus'7he lines 
continuous ,
works are les bccn re 
works. The?

politic.il
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• r,<- . .1 'x-T all started like any other
I normal business deal in the capital 

market, where companies approach 
banks or finance houses to canvass 
for funds to shore up their capital base. 
Of course, that has been the trend in 
the wake of current government 
privatisation and commercialisation 
policy, which means that a company 
sells shares to the public, raises more 
capitals for investments to join the 
league of Public Liability Companies. 
PLC. And that was how the business

1

I

Commission (SEC) for alleged "unpro­
fessional and unfair conduct" has gen­
erated a cold war in the capital market, 
which may lead to the collapse of the 
capital market Although the suspen­
sion of Centre-Point Merchant R^nk I 
has been lifted, three other is» 
houses, arc still leaking the w< 

. ------------« them

The Current rash of sus­
pension of Issuing Houses 
in the capital market has 

! set a danger signal that 
may adversely affect pub- 

: lie and international con­
fidence in the Nigerian 
capital market, which 
facilitates the transfer of 
funds between lenders and 
borrowers, a function that 
is of vital importance to 

i nation's economic de­
velopment.

KI
Dennis Odife...We have done nothing unprofessional]

----------- »--------------5EC terrorises

1 Steve Raymond Ohakwe

Centre-Point
. r-ntre-Fo.nt Merchant Commission! 

marriage of Nigerian Lamps In­
Bank Limited- * in June 1990. But 
dustries PLC business marriage 
sadly enough. the bank could capital market Aiuiougn u>c rhas hit the rock oe Centre-Point sion of Centre-Point Merchant Bank 
groom the b ,now has had a sad has been lifted, three other issuing 
Merchant Bank L houses, are still leaking the wounds
storv to tell- . authority that the of SEC's sledge hammer on them and

7SM learnt on goc • suspcn. that has ccated crisis of confidence be-
sad episode whic capital mar- tween lenders and borrowers in the
sion of the bank f and Exrnangc capital market.
ket by the Secun



Money

Abdukadir

had in a letter signed by

HIE SUNDAY MAGAZINE, MAY 16, 1993
Pjge

syndicated
The prospects further disclosed that 

the syndicated facilities which be in 
the form of a bridging loan of N25 mil- 
1‘On„a“d an °Ver draft of N1° million 
shall be secured respectively by a lien 
over the proceeds of the public rights 
issue anH Ksr j n . ■ ®
over the assets of company while’thZ 
facility from Nationwide Merchant 
Bank Ltd, is also to repayable from the 
proceeds of the public offer of shares 
and debenture.

Sources at the bank revealed that  .
apart from the initial payment of only the net proceeds of the issue, after d< 

duction of the bridging loan and co: 
____ of issue."

N 100.000 made by Nigerian Lamps In­
dustries PLC. the Issuing Houses fi­
nanced the issue and bore all the issue 
expenses till the end of the issues, a 
Period of nearly three years. The reg- 
-latory authorities, according to the 
sources received their own fees up 
front, and until the conclusion of the 
issue, Nigerian Lamp Industries did 
"ot even pay interests on the loan;.

The Management of the bank, in a 
letter to the Governor of Central Bank

— -

point Merchant Bank Ltd, Dennis 
Odife, had to take time off the busy 
stock market on Tuesday May 4,1993 
to explain the embarrassing situation 
the SEC has put his finance house by 
the suspension which he decried as 
"unfair and unjust" and has tarnished 
the image of the finance outfit, which 
is rated among the foremost in the cap­
ital market

The background to the dispute that 
led no suspension of Centre-Point Mer­
chant Bank Ltd., which was widely 
publicised by SEC. according to Odife, 
was that the Nigerian Lamps Indus­
tries PLC on June 1990 appointed 
Centre-Point Merchant Bank Ltd and 
nationwide Merchant Bank Ltd as 
joint Issuing House to assist the com­
pany in raising money from the mar- 
jjeL n was then established that the 
company needed a bridging loan of N35 
million to become operational before 
the proposed shares and debenture 
stock could be sold to the public.

This bridging loan. 7SM gathered, 
was syndicated by the company's prin­
cipal banker. Union Bank of Nigeria 
PLC. who are also the Registrars re 
sponsible for the issue. But the syndi­
cate of banks insisted that the loan be 
underwritten by the Issuing House to 
be repaid from the products of the loan. 
In April 1991. the board of directors 
approved a bridging loan of N5 million 
tothc Nigerian Lamps Industries PLC 
secured on the proceeds of the prop­
osed Public Issue Rights Issue. And 
following the plea of Union Bank of 
Nigeria PLC. Centre-Point made the 
funds available to them for transmis­
sion to the client I Nigerian Lamps 
Industries PLC|. even though it had not 
met the conditions precedent to the 
loan.
sources.
Messrs O.O. Bisi. a manager and AO. 
Talabi. Analyst on May 24, 1991 ap­
preciated the commitment of Centre- 
Point to participate in the N35 million 
multiple credit facility to the company 
up to N5 million as bridging loan, ad­
ding "at the request of the customer, 
we enquire whether you are favourably 
disposed to effect disbursement pend­
ing completion of documentation and 
approval of the Securities Exchange 
Commission (SEC) for the underwrit­
ing of the public issue." And the bank 
subsequently disbursed the N5 million 
being the bridging loan through the 
lead bank. Union Bank PLC on May 28. 
1991 through CBN cheque No. 
00704.0011500141 for N3 million.

On further enquiring, TSM disco­
vered that the prospectus for the offer

of Sal f<t ,'nei’"Cen're POint/!eu’,o''is patronage 

by the SEc'confirmhedhth aS approved 
and overdrafts we that thc lo“ns 
Nationwide Merchant n P™Vided by 
^ion Bank of L‘d- and
cember 31 1990 . UP ,o De.
facilities were addit‘onal pe:
Point Merchant Bank Ltd so7' Ce“trC ““ 
Chile Bank Nigeria Ltd „ ^?C,ctc °cn 
for Africa PLr d. ■ ’ nd United Bank DeeembeV^X-f -- _____ —

‘in fact. Union Bank, according to baTk ToTn™^^^ °n ‘°a’
— had in a letter signed bv Union Bank of Nigeriap\7r°vided by 

Point Merchant Bank Ltd dateApril21,1993,notedtliatfinanc-
Generale Bank, and UBA with f'°rrte ing 1116 issues is an essential aspect 
CommOebreene<,Ltrd°m
facilities of N35 milliorT syndicated penses from the proceeds and the reg 

~ ulatory authorities did not impede the
process. Investigations revealecn that 
SEC. in fact, confirmed its accep 

i 3n j ~r , -------- - tance or the set-off arrangement in let
secnrertrrdraft N,10 milUon ter Reference No. CF/2654/SUR/INV 

T^'Sre °L lhdabted Fe™ 5h 19n9? o .. r. , -----1.3 the letter, which was signed by N.C
I!*”1aUng char£es Odumade for the Director General an 

copied to all parties reminded the ban 
of "the decision in the meeting hel 
January 27, 1993 that indebtedness < 
Nigerian Lamp Industries to Natioi 
wide Merchant Bank Limited shoul 
be settled by February 10, 1993 out <
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The company secretary told news 
men in Lagos that when the Adminis-

I

be paid 
•a as

I We know that our i 
I image has been 
Itarnished and, we have!

duty to the public, I 
| even after the order I 
I has been lifted to bring I 
put all the records and! 
| to show you evidence. I

right of set-off. Centre Point Merchant 
Bank then paid back the balance of the 
underwriting obligations, which it had 
earlier deducted, to the Union Bank of 
Nigeria PLC on Ecobank Cheque No. 
47420 for N5.440.885.01 dated April 
15. 1993 as directed by the SEC with 
a copy to£he commission.

On same day April 15. 1993. the Sec­
urity and Exchange Commission in let­
ter Reference No. SEC AH 93 1 signed 
by 1.1. Akoh. Secretary of SEC Ad minis

made to Nigerian Lamp trative Committee determined that the 
ol only did the Com Issuing Houses must not exercise the 

“ c°gnizances of 
insisted that 
including the 
over to Union

Registrai
source.

sed to the Managing Director of Centre- 
Point and Nationwide Merchant banks 
observed that after hearing the tes­
timonies of all parties to the matter 
between the Nigerian Lamps Indus­
tries PLC and the Issuing Houses and 
the review of all facts and documents 
made available before it on March 31. 
1993. SEC has made the following find 
ings and decisions:

honouring

„ in connection 

tAe said issue 
underwnt-

Bank of 
to the issue.

total prof' 

with the [
>ectus. The 

imediately

...
1. That the public offer of Nigerian 
Lamps Industries PLC Securities 
closed October 1992 after three 
weeks extention and the proceeds 
of the issue plus the underwriting 
commitment were to be paid to the 
Union Bank, the Registrar and Re­
ceiving Bank to the public issue for 
appropriate disbursement in accor­
dance with provisions of the pros­
pectus. within six weeks of closure 
of public offer as provided by SEC 
guidelines.
2. That the issue was undersub­
scribed and consequently the un­
derwriting obligation of the two Is­
suing Houses amounted to. 
N 10.583.133.89 each which amount 
was to be paid along with the pro­
ceeds from the Issue directly to 
Union Bank, which was responsible 
for disbursing the proceeds of the 
issue (including the underwritten 
sum) with respect to satisfying the 
Issuer's loans obligations to the Is­
suing Houses and others.
3. The Issuing Houses failed to 
comply with the directives of the al­
lotment committee of the Commis­
sion made on December 8. 1992 to 
the effect that all proceeds of the ■ 
public offer be paid to the Receiv­
ing Bankers by December 1 1. 1992 
and the directive was not carried out 
up to the time of the hearing of this 
matter.
4. That the Issuing Houses’ con­
tinued failure and refusal to release 
all the proceeds of public issue to 
the Registrar Receiving Bankers 
and their unilateral deductions of 
their respective Joan facilities 
granted in the normal banking bus­
iness to the Issuer's Securities 
amount to unprofessional and un­
fair conduct contrary to the provi­
sions of Sections 6(c) and (d) of SEC 
Act 1988.

He then declared "it is therefore the 
commission's decision that your reg­
istration as Issuing House and under­
writer be and are hereby suspended 
with immediate effect until you have 
paid in full to Union Bank, the Regis­
trar and Receiving Banker to the Issue, 
your underwritten Commitment and 
all monies collected bv you in respect 
of the public offer of Nigerian Lamp In­
dustries PLC's Securities made be­
tween August and October 1992."

the
to ““Professions! ?°rfcr- 
contrary to al and unfair 
’ ) and 1 hc Provisions

',and(d)oflhe SEC Act

It was on this bar '
Merchant Bank -smelled 
counts of the company and 
cheque of (N5.142.278.75) five ____
one hundred and forty two thousand, 
two hundred and seventy eight naira 
and seventy five kobo on Guaranty 
Trust Bank Ltd., cheque No. 00247 of 
March 19. 1993 representing the bal­
ance on the underwritten commitment 
after deducting the balance on the out­
standing in its favour in respect of its 
commitment in the syndicated bridg­
ing loan. The total amount was 
N 10,583.133.76 from which the bank 
deducted its loan of sd N5.440.855.01 
at source.

However, the matter took a t-maw- 
turn on March 31. 1991 when the Sec­
urities and Exchange Commission 
(SEC) summoned the management of 
Centre-Point Merchant Bank to an­
swer charges at an Administrative 
hearing that:
(a) “The Issuing Houses" continued 
failure and refusal to release all the 
proceeds of the public issue to the Re­
gistrar Receiving Bankers and their 
unilateral deductions of their respec­
tive loan facilities granted in the nor­
mal banking business to the Insurer 
from the proceeds of the 
amount to unprofessional and un 
conduct, contrary to the provisit 
of Section 6(c) ana
1988."

Centre-Point Merchant Bank 
acknowledged receipt of the suspen­
sion order by 2.30 p.m on April 16. 
1993 and ran back with another evi­
dence of payment to SEC and yet on 
April 19. 1993. SEC Issued a press re­
lease . signed by Sylvester Akele.

Vivian Igbokwe. Company Secretary 
and Legal Adviser of Centre-Point Mer­
chant Bank Ltd told TSM Tuesday May 
4, 1993 that the Commission held its 
administrative hearing on the allega­
tion nearly two weeks after the pay­
ment has been made ’
Industries and not < 
mission refuse to take 
this payment. it 
the entire amount 
loan portion b«
Bank of Nigeria as tcegistrars and not 
deducted from source. Vivian 
alleged that the committee refused to 
entertain any arguments to the con 
trary or recognize the SEC letter en 
dorsing the set-off arrangement De 
nnis Odife. Managing Director collabo a ovcrvuiry 01 otv narninis
rated her statement, saying "We were Hearing Committee and^ore*
accompanied by our solicitors but the InlhP M.n-m.r.o
SEC was not willing to abide by normal 
judicial procedure and it refused to ac­
cept our right to deduct — our loan 
from our underwriting commitment 
and even repudiated its own earlier let­
ter of authorisation."

However. SEC’s Administrative 
! Committee ordered on April 14. 1993 

that Centre-Point Merchant Bank Ltd 
j and Nationwide Merchant Bank Ltd.

I’age 40

‘s,s Uiat7~ „^Con-;. enfre-point comply immediately by 
»mpany anH ac- their obligations under th 
’•278.7g, r - Posted a and underwriting agi 
f°Hy tu.„Ve million with the commission it 

with the public oftcrotNif 
' Industries Securities b’ 

“ monies collected from 
including their respective 
ten commitment to Union 
Nigeria PLC. the Registrar to -------who shall disburse the total proceeds 
>n accordance with the prorisions of 
the prospectus. The Committee also 
ordered immediately that "Centre- 
Point and Nationwide Merchant banks 
are hereby suspended from acting as 
Issuing Houses and underwriters from 
the date of this decision. " The suspen­
sion contained in this order, it stated, 
"shall continue to remain in force 

. until compliance by the banks with 

order One above."

sevei
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conduct 
in the Sv

' °t the Act reads: “the 
‘hall notwithstanding 
‘ contrary in the com- 

Matters Act or the 
"•'"Prises Promotions Act

such, it was deliberately misleading to 
claim that they persistently "refused 
to release all the proceeds of the pub­
lic issue to the Registrar/Receiving 
Bankers." It was learnt that the pro­
ceeds were kept by Union Bank of Nigeria 
PLC, a fact that was made known to 
the SEC by a letter written from Union 
Bank to the Director-General of SEC 
on December 31, 1992 and signed by 
F.O. Kusoro (Mrs.) which read in part 
"we state that the application monies 
have all along been kept with us in an 
office account which is not an interest 
yielding account as we are not a 
branch." And when SEC imposed penalty 
for delays in paying the proceeds, the 
penalty was paid by Union Bank of 
Nigeria PLC. A letter from Union Bank 
of Nigeria PLC to SEC dated Match 4, 
1993 titled" NIGERIAN LAMPS INDUS­
TRIES PLC PUBLIC ISSUES (ORDI 
NARY & DEBENTURE RIGHTS) PEN 
ALTY OF LATE RETURNS" and signed 
by F.O. Kusoro, sub Manager. (Regis­
tration) disclosed in part “...and en­
closed here with our BP2 cheque No. 
360700 27019C for N66.793.77 being 
the total penalty charged on the late 
Return as analysed on the attached 
three seperate lists (Ordinary and De­
benture Rights)."

Affairs Manager- giv' 
Of n E» %tllJCasons given by *

UnV? fuSrS' bX7nWoTcFedase to 

n°ticse.“n<1 undcn*riters 
°r'tb?'" fold newsmen that 

nV’Pl'ro. ail th Cct°rs of the bank had

P'a^^bheJ'^iasion would probably 
different decision >n 

klH a ll..,a Um ’“Pension order which 
„rVivi«i> u??h a sb",'1 as an attempt to 
m^a<^“A^Uehn™.hoenPehalf 

sectin,'"5 neve?roles,cd strongly that 
°uUin ’ tfu(>t,.rt contravened the sub­
tile Coad U>e <i„,‘y SEC which merely 

I “it j. ’’’’iiissto *Ues and functions of 
»anUo°°,y Sr? andargued rather that 
«on S Pllder 4 w l,ich can be found

l«nies"Lt? u'e 
tii8eriaI1 E Alli 
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At.thc disclosed that Centre-
Hearing- sn . ady paid the sum of 
point 0*078 75 to the ReceivingN5.U2.278. .75 basic
Bankers. ^olution. according to her. 
issue for r right of set-off affect-
thereforc offiN5.440.855.01 re-
inB Thv Centre-Point, and the Board 
,ains mhere was no professional mis- 
fe*‘ duct or ethicai question involved 
conduct statement in
in thCJloeetus and the SEC letter of 
approval which it disregarded at the 

he?h “oointed out that the proceeds
Sh P issue were never held in cus- 

mdy1 Of the issuing Houses and as

• Ma^rfdesmarkettoensureor- 
^airan: equitable dealings in

thcir^!ing their activities with a 
maintaining proper stan- 

'Of conduct and profes- 
- - securities busi-
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selves?"

Reacting 
bank has J

Odife. 
was no-, 
the suspensi 
the 
bers 
Merchant 
Issuing B

:onic back and tell 
id given that notice 
sod that tlnry arc 
and that’s why you 

to tell yon and show 
it’s for you now to 

‘■’■■■"That it has been vacated, 
be the public would still won 

. did SEC not say it them

Alile....Slock Exchange is vital to willing to do so. a
economic development arc here for us to ««

you the evidence.
And so when we saw the press re- tell the 

lease on Tuesday April 19. we were very **n may 

embarrassed. We thought that having 
paid, at least that matter would have 
closed. Then we reminded them that 
we have paid, they wanted evidence 
from our bank statement that the 
money had been deducted, a’nd we gave 
all the evidence. And so the following 
week the suspension was vacated. Our 
feeling is that the order was unfair in 
the first instance, and should never 
have taken place. Secondly, having 
taken place anchhaving been vacated, 
there is a duty to (he public, to go back 
and say this suspension order has 
been vacated. But we got a letter here 
saying that they (SEC) don’t intend 
under any circumstance to announce 
that it has been vacated."

enquiring on the matter re- 
that on April 28. 1993. Vivian 

to tiic SEC to inform them
T had received "a copy of 
icd press release which we 
,J you wish to publish. Our

• deliberated on it and re-
— entirety. The document

- —-turned toyou.” In his reply 
ov. 1993. LL /\koh. wrote 

c wish to state that the com 
had no intention of making or 

_unicating any press release to 
bank or anybody whatsoever on 

the lifting of the suspension order on 
Centre-Point Merchant Bank Ltd, as 
the vacation order has been officially 
communicated to you vide our letter 
of April 23. 1993.

The letter of discharge of suspen sion order dated April 23. 1993 and | 
signed by same LL Akoh and addressed ' 

the Managing Director of Centre- ! 
int Merchant Rink Ltd., mad “the Com 

...ission, after considering the cvi 
donee of payment of your underwriting 
in the Nigerian Lamps Industries PLC 
issue as furnished by you. has decided 
to discharge its earlier order of April 
15. 1993 suspending you from acting 

an Issuing House and underwriter."

ifc. however, contended that it 
lot just enough to inform him that 

—'nsion had been lifted, but since 
SEC press release "warned mem- 

of the public that Centre-Point
it Bank Ltd., now ceases to be 
House and underwriter until 
notice." he believes it is only

/ to the enormous loss the 
__  suffered as a result of the 

SEC suspension order. Odife said "we 
think that when statements which 
were untrue are made about any finan­
cial institution, it can have some 
damaging effect Obviously, we know 
that our image has been tarnished and 
that is why our Board said we have a 
duty to the public, even after the order 
has been lifted to bring out all the re­
cords and to show you evidence. We 
have taken very many years to build 
our name. And the name means a lot 
to us and we don’t expect to see it tar­
nished without cause."

THE SUNDAY MAGAZINE.

granted the “bridging j£n ^Wno? 
mai banking business with me is­
suer as Centre-Point had no banking 
relationship with the company before 
this transaction.

Dennis Odife. the Managing Director 
of Centre-Point disclosed in an inter­
view. Tuesday May 4, 1993 ..Qur [. 
Board is convinced that had SEC 
looked at ah the evidence as 
thoroughly as we have looked at the 
evidence, it can only come by one deci- 
son and that is that we have not acted 
in unprofessional manner. It is a mat­
ter of disagreement as to the timing oi 
certain events, etc. But when you said 
that I refused to hand over the proceeds 
of the issue, which are not in my posses­
sion, surely you have not looked at

I the facts, and all these facts are there. 
The Registrars are there. And when 
penalty’ was imposed they paid it So 
it is not for me to give more evidence 
than I have supplied. During the hear­
ing. for example, the SEC letter was 
tendered and SEC refused to look 
through its own letter and refused to ’ 
mention it in the minutes. So we have I 
given all the evidence but at that hear­
ing- SEC was not willing to listen to I« 
reasoned explanation. And the man 
who signed the letter sat on the panel. 
He could have said 1 signed that letter, 
may' be he made a mistake. But at least 
he signed that letter. He should have 
said so. And when yrou look at all the 
evidence, you wonder what is going on. 
why could they reach the kind of con­
clusion they reached? We have studied 
the evidence and feel we have done no­
thing unprofessional. If you ask any­
body who is familiar with banking 
practice he will tell you what we have 
done is normal in banking practice."

On whether the SEC gave Centre- 
Point a time limit to pay back the de­
duction he said "Frankly it would have 
been very reasonable if they said ’look, 
we have looked at this matter, we still 
refuse, you must pay by this 
time.’ Nothing like that Their judge­
ment was entered from the minutes we 
saw on April 14. 1993, their letter was 
issued to us on April 15. About the 
April 14. on our own market intelli­
gence, we reviewed in-house and said

I this people don’t appear to listen to 
reason, and since we are very active 
House in this market, we have many 
issues and we are dealing with them 
on daily basis, we said let’s clear this 
hurdle on our part, let us send them 
the payment And as soon as the 
cheque was delivered to Union Bank 
on morning of April 16, 1993, a copy’ 
was delivered to the SEC.____

* 7SV ( .vealed that on Apm xo, <sri,w, ...1*1 .gbokwe wrote to the SEC to inform them 
▼ ' that the bank I -a copy of

k < an unsignet 
“ understand

■; Directors have
< ; jetted it in its < 

is hereby’ retui 
>n April 30. 
back ”w< 
mission 
commur 
your L--
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risen in other places.

Nwachukwu
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s of 
the

Government's thinking. Hashidu I 
essed, was that a temporary lifting 5 

of the ban on wheat importation would i 
make the commodity available in our • 
markets and equally reduce its price I 
as well as bring down the prices of her 
lood items manufactured from wheat. 
And since bread has for long been 
Nigeria’s staple food especially for 
bachelors and the not-well-to-dos, gov­
ernment thought that its decision to 
flood the market with wheat would lead 
to a fall in the price of bread.

The government followed this up 
with pleas to Bakers to reciprocate 
government’s gesture by effecting cor­
responding decrease in the price of 
their products. A meeting of federal 
government representatives led by 
secretary to the Federal Government. 
Aliyu Mohammed with Master Bakers 
and Flour Millers Association said 
they must among other things ’’find 
solutions to the problems affecting the 
millers and bakers, as well as take de­
cisions on how to solve the problem 
relating to high cost of bread in the 
country." The meeting also agreed that 
henceforth, efforts would be made to 
wrap all loaves of bread for hygienic 
reasons and prices of loaves and 
baker’s names should be indicated on 
the labels. That was Stage one.

Stage two: As if they have hearkened 
l to the federal government's directive.

the Association of Master Bakers and 
Caterers of Nigeria and the Hom Milling 
Association rose from a meeting with a 
heart warming news. It proclaimed as 
follows: Bread prices were to be 
slashed by some 30 per cent, effective

Cheap bread 
still a mirage 
g0 matt is rich ivhose ex­
penditure exceeds his 
jjiMHS; and no one is poor 
whose incomings exceed 
his outgoings.

\ Anonymous 
BgObinna i

N October last year, some- 
CunS unexpected happened. It was like 
• toll out of the blues. The federal gov- 
trnment announced the lifting of the 
ut long ban on the importation of 
.heat into the country. The govern- 

action was explained as a 
„.n5 of alleviating the sufferings ol 
Zfflions of Nigerians caused by high 
m5t of foodstuff amongst which was 
, Explaining the reasons behind 
th. move, the then minister for Ag- 

it.irp Abubakar Hashidu. iden- 
Sd scarcity resulting from the de- 
detion of the government strategic re 
f cs as well as the fear ol imminent 
taught as the prime factors.

from March 8. 1993. The new price l>s 
was given: the 240 gramme size was 
sell for N3 instead of the former 
450 gramme N8 instead of N12; 
gramme N10 as against N15 and 
gramme N17 from former N25.However, this is yet to be int 
Plemented. Prices of bread have either 
remained static in some places or 
risen in other places. In some areas, 
bread disappeared from sellers Stan 5 
soon after the announcement resur­
facing a few days later at former retail 
Prices. Flour millers, bakers, vendors, i 
and all those connected in the sale of 
bread rather than addressing the issue 
at stake, engaged in buck-passing- 
This situation had somehow engen­
dered a kind of cold war between the 
key-parties. While Flour Millers blame 
the Bakers for refusing to play ball ac­
cording to the rules of the game, the 
Bakers themselves have persistently 
taken a defensive position. Worst still 
is that among the Bakers, there seems 
to be no love lost as two factions now 
contend for supremacy with claims 
representing all the Bakers in t!

1 country.Take this for example. Abiodun 
I Ogunyanwo. President of the Associa- 
1 tion of Master Bakers and Caterers.

Lagos said that his members /hav£ ef­
fected the 30 per cent reduction Which 
they promised in February this year. 
However, he was quick to explain that 
his association does not represent all 
Bakers in Lagos. "As you all know, hot



"management
h-. .1_____
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h only six of the more than 600 bakeries 
had effected the price reduction. Six 
bakeries have also done the same in 
Ogun State, four in Osun, five in Oyo. 
two in Benue and only one in Rivers 
State. Nothing has been heard from 
other states of the federation.

I
u-ho’s buying?

nets? Isn't there the possibility that the 
hands Nigerians see arc those of Esau 
while the voice is that of Jacob. 
Perhaps, the authorities will know bet-

It will be recalled that the first known 
Bakery ovens for baking flat bread of 
wheat or barley was in 7.000 DC in the 
Middle East at the city of Jericho, 
around the Jordan Valley. Wheat, 
which is a recognized source of mod­
ern day bread making was first im­
ported into the country in the early 
1920 s. In the northern parts of 
Nigeria, wheat is being grown during 
the harmattan season. Local wheat is 
being used for local varieties as well.

But the popularity of bread itself in 
Nigeria started in the late 40’s when 
Western education was being spread. 
It blossomed further due to the advent 
of the oil boom in the 1970’s when 
most people abandoned farming and 
manual labour to seek for white collar 
jobs in urban cities. This evolution 
propelled the high demands for wheat 
and rice in Nigeria. About 400 million 
■dollars was being spent on wheat im­
portation yearly before the 1987 ban.

Regretably. despite huge sums of 
money being pumped into wheat im­
portation as well as its production in 
Nigeria, prices of bread and its related 
products continue to soar. A situation 
which has robbed teeming helpless 
and mangled "wretched of the earth’ 
in Nigeria to regard eating bread as eat­
ing rice which comes once in a blue 
moon.

Page 44

However, in a paid advertisement 
which appeared on page 19 of the Na­
tional Concord of Wednesday. April 21. 
a group of people who described them­
selves as “Concerned Bakers” refuted 
the claim of Ogunyanwo’s association. 
According to the release jointly signed 
by S.B. Owoeye. N.O. Adewusi. A.A 
Ariyo. O. Oke and Jide Adeniyi. the 
concerned bakers berated what they 
described as “series and persistent 
calumnistic releases, interviews and 
articles", by the "Siamese twins" of 
Flour Millers and-AMBC in both the 
electronic and print media. Absolving 
itself of blame on the rising price of 
bread, the "concerned bakers" decried 
what it called a situation where 
“enemies of progress" who are in­
creasing the prices of flour monthly, 
should not pass the buck of escalating 
prices on bakers who themselves arc 
"experiencing the harsh problems of 
the economy." Said the bakers "we 
abhor a situation where the Flour Mil­
ling Association of Nigeria will in an 
effort to smokescreen itself, select a 
handful of opportunistic bakers and 
lackeys who. as a matter of fact, are 
not the true representatives of bakers 
nationwide, to deceive both the govern­
ment and the masses about the tine 
position of bread in Nigeria today."

Accusing the Flour Mills Apapa of 
corruption and shady dealings in the 
sale of flour to bakers, the concerned 
bakers in the release described their 
experiences in the hands of officials of 
the Apapa Flour Mills as harder than 
the biblical camel passing through the 
eyes of the needle. Said the bakers: "At 
the Flour Mills Apapa. besides the offi­
cial company fixed price of (now) N585 
per 50 kg bag. extra "dough" cash 
routinely greased a lot of palms. The 
more the grease, the faster the Bakers’ 
flour moves from the sites to the col 
lecting vehicle. Furthermore, more 
deliveries pass through the channel of 
"management request", by express

I handling than deliveries to bakers 
• which usually take more than a week 
I after payment, forcing bakers to regu 
’ larly patronize open market at extra 

‘ cost of about N50 per bag of flour.”
■ The bakers said they would want 

I both the government and the public to
■ know that in as much as they have 

tried to cut down the prices of bread. 
their efforts are still being bedevilled

Loaves of bread! who's selling and 

by incessant monthly increase in the 
cost of flour and escalating cost of all 
other inputs.

But contrary- to these allegations. 
James Fagbemi. a chief and Managing 
Director of Flour Mills of Nigeria. 
Apapa denied these allegations de 
scribing them as baseless and un­
founded. He also dismissed claims by 
most Bakers about rising cost of other 
inputs as not enough excuse for high 
cost of bread, since according to him 
"flour constitutes about bO per cent of 
input in bread production." His words: 
"All the excuses being given by Bakers 
from high cost of sugar, margarine, 
fuel, labour, activities of vendors and 
so on are lies, plain nonsense that should 
hardly be listened to." Fagbemi said 
that the 30 percent price decline being 
demanded of Bakers is far below the 
about 50 percent reduction in price of 
flour effected by millers since revoca­
tion of the wheat ban and which they 
should have no difficulty in adhering 
to if they so wished. "The bakers have 
constituted themselves into a cartel 
which has the final say over price of 
bread." he said explaining that the 
flour millers sell flour directly to the 
bakers. "Within 48 hours after submit­
ting an application, any registered 
baker is allocated as many bags of flour 
as he wishes which automatically 
eliminates the effect of middlemen," 
he emphasised.

With the above scenario, who is re­
ally responsible for the continued hike 
in the prices of bread and related prod
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... efficiency in simple terms!

The MFP range of 
Satellite Systems

■ No restriction on viewing 
location throughout Nigeria, 
rural/urban.

■ Site survey 8 door delivery 
schedules.

Complete with standard top-of- 
the-line components, our wide 
range of systems present you 
with prime efficiency in simple 
terms:

z
.a>9

■ Full design and installation 
plus technical support.

■ Up to 60 exciting channels 
worldwide.

■ Standard 1 year mainte­
nance warranty.

■ Strategic optional service 
and maintenance back-up.

If you won’t compromise on the 
quality of your lifestyle. If you 
would rather invest now on a 
system that's configured to last 
and be as adaptable as you 
want it to be, with higher resale 
value afterwards contact us 
today. , ■

Ideally suitable for home and 
office viewing our range of 
systems backed with our well- 
established tradition of techni­
cal expertise are specially 
engineered for enhanced 
viewing and listening 
experience, with astounding 
picture and sound clarity, 
brilliance and detail.

-
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KAMO BRANCH
2«B Saoc Ba»n 2jwo Road 
Nataa-ava Dttrct. K*nc 
P O Bw 1*733. Kano 
Tti 064 632104

ABUJA BRANCH
Soria ZB. Wjta Zone 3.
W.u SMoppno Cample*.
WuM.Abuta
Tai 09 5230089 5230495.5230170

KADUNA BRANCH 
25A. Rabah Road.

Tai 062 2’0900.210738

JOS BRANCH
1, J.dQ». Road
Aland Mxiaa Mohammed Way
Jot
Tel 073 56829

SOKOTO BRANCH
52. Kano Road
Sokoto
Tai 060 230989

i^MFP 
... the best from the first always!
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gross earnings

oney Briefs
Anambra plans a busi­
ness guide

of profes- 
also re- 

gen- 
izing

pecJert ng t^s'°pront 016 modalities °f 

?hP°Sal Which «- N sector r^e development of

?rant and t£ Rent’s N300 million 
fr°m the Afri„° million loan facility 
ADB). can Development Bank

In pursuance of the "Think Home Pol. 
icy" of the Anambra State Government, 
the first-ever annual business refer­
ence volume for the state is now in the 
pipeline. The volume aptly titled: The 
1994 Anambra State Year Book will 
serve as a reference volume for busi­
ness. organisations, community and 
cultural groups within the state, 
Nigeria and beyond. Being packaged by 
AD & C Limited (a public relations out­
fit). on behalf of Anambra State Infor­
mation and Culture Department, the 
book which has as its objectives, ac- 
celarating the state government’s ef­
forts at encouraging investments at 
home, and providing the foreign inves­
tor with a handy guidebook rich with 
economic, political, historical and cul­
tural information on the state, as well 
as marketing Anambra State and its 
nch potentials to the world, is ex­
pected to contain among others: Busi 
ness names, premises, types and 
levels, mineral resources found in the 
state, investment opportunities, com­
munity groups and their contributions 
and the development of the state, as 
well as financial assistance and incen­
tives available to investors in the 
young state.

These and many more, according to 
Carol Ugochukwu. Director General in 
charge of the state’s department of In 
formation and Culture, is hoped “to 
boost national awareness which would 
trigger off even, faster development."

In the same vein. Obiagcli Vivian 
hzekwcsilt. General manager of Mod­
ern Finance Nigeria Limited. Lagos, 
the sponsors of the Book explained 
that her company decided to bankroll 
the N2.5 million business guide as a 

I philantropic gesture.

NERFUND customers 
to smile soon
A BRIGHT future for small and 
medium scale enterprises seems to be 
near when the (SMES) begins to enjoy 
fixed exchange rate on foreign cur 
rency component of credit facility. The 
federal government and the manage 
ment of the National Economic Recon 
struclion Fund (NERFUND) are now
_______________________
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gross earnings 
UP by 109%
Universal Trust Bank of Nigeria Li- 

m«ed has declared a 109 per cent in 
crease in her gross earnings in the 
1992 financial year. This Was made 
known by UTB's Chairman. Lt General 
Theophilus Danjuma (rtd) at the 

ank s /th Annual General Meeting 
R A •in lhc Corporate Headquarters. 4 
, Ajose Adeogun Street. Victoria Is­
land. UTB recorded N409.5 million in 
gross earnings in the 1992 financial 
year. The corresponding figure in l"1 
was N 195.8 million.

The Chairman attributed the re­
markable increase to the Bank s 
foresight, active stance, product inno 

Oaqjuma...banking success. ____

vation and high standards 
sionah'sm. General Danjuma 
vealed that positive returns were f 
erated from the Bank s trail-bla; 
campaign - the UTB Bonanza.

In addition, the shareholders w 
informed about the Bank's resiliCric^ 
in cushioning the negative impact of 
the dynamic changes in the market 
place. These together tvith the Bank’s 
network expansion and organisation^ 
re-structuring helped to improve 

1992 resultThe shareholders approved a bonu<; I 
issue of two million Naira which lrans^ 
lates to one share to every 25 shares 
held. Other high points of the Annual General Meeting were the declaratio* 
of an increase in the deposits geneP 
ated from NI.l billion in 1991 to N1 q 
billion in 1992. The shareholders we also informed of the expansion in ' 
credit portfolio by 60 per cent fr„ e 
N146 million to N233 million in corresponding periods c

Profit before loan loss provision sh up by 85 per cent from N30.9 milK,?1 
in 1991 to N57.3 million in 1992. T£n 
Bank's asset base also increased fro N1.4 billion to almost N2 billion. m

UTB's Managing Director Chi r Klaus Philippi and other directed 
were in attendance. rs



By Ademola Adedoyin

Asiodu...iohat s his ministry doing.
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r BITUMEN:_______________________________

A hidden treasure...Tn

It's a resource that is 
capable of fetching the na­
tion millions of dollars in 
foreign exchange. But the 
Federal Government does 
not appear moving fast 
enough to explore it. Why?

ETWEEN Ore 
and Okitipupa in Ondo State lies an 
obscure village by an equally obscure 
name — Agbabu. But if Agbabu. has 
been an obscure village for ages, it is 
now warming up to go from obscurity 
to prominence. It is going to achieve 
that status via a resource buried by na­
ture beneath its land. The resource is 
bitumen. And Agbabu may be warming up 
to become what Oloibiri is to the na­
tion's crude oil discovery.

But what is bitumen. In a layman's 
language, it’s a black. sticky substance

I which if mixed with gravel or crushed 
I rock can be used for making road sur- 
I face. No nation is said to be fully de 
| veloped unless it has a network of tar­

red roads. And that is where bitumen 
becomes relevant And Agbabu too.

As far back as early this century, it’s 
been discovered that a black, sticky 
substance oozes out of the earth in Ag­
babu and its environs. Villagers who 
have no economic use for this strange

substance only use it to paint their pots, 
calabashes, etc. just simply to beautify 
them.

This ‘strange substance ' was soon 
to attract the attention of experts. A 
team of geologists led by O.S. Adcgoke 
a professor of geology of the Obafemi 
Awolowo University discovered that 
what was oozing out of Agbabu was 
bitumen and that it was available not 
only in Agbabu but in a belt of about 
five kilometres breadth and several 
hundreds kilometres width of land 
across Ondo. Ogun and Edo States. 
The bulk of the deposits is in Ondo 
State. That is not all. They found out 
that in quality and quantity it could 
compare with any bitumen in the 
world. That the quality of the bitumen 
here is as high as that anywhere in the 
world was confirmed when in the 50s 
it was used to tar some kilometres of 
road from Ore to Ondo. The raw bitu­
men worked like it was a processed 
one.

Now. a resource of this magnitude

waiting to be tapped
and potential foreign exchange 
earner is not something that can be 
left to the state alone. The attention of 
the federal authorities was called to it

And in fact. Mohammadu Buhari. re­
tired Major General and former Head 
of State visited Agbabu when he was 
Nigeria's chief executive officer. March 
10. 1992. Jibril Aminu. a professor 
and the then Federal Minister of Pet­
roleum and Mineral Resources also vi­
sited Agbabu and declared that bitu­
men is a peculiar type of oil and would 
be handled as such.

Earlier, in June 1989. a Presidential 
Committee on the Implementation of 
the Bitumen Project (CIBP) was inau­
gurated "to carry out the specific as­
signment of facilitating development 
and exploitation of bitumen."

According to Chu Okongwu. in his 
highly confidential handing over note as 
Petroleum and Mineral Resources 
Minister, he told the President that — 
"The committee at the initial stages of 
its existence concentrated on gather- ------------------- 1
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By Ademola Adedoyin

of Ondo State is not a
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We are committed to 
felfc

ing all available data on exploration of 
bitumen in Nigeria. Concerted efforts 
were made to get investors interested 
in the project Of all the companies 
that initially showed interest on the 

i bitumen project only two of them are 
ready to take leases for the develop­
ment and exploitation of the mineral.

In 1992, while Aminu was still in the 
Ministry, he commissioned a firm of con­
sultants to review the activities of 
CIBP. The consultants, according to 
Okongwu "have recently submitted 
their reports. The Ministry is yet to 
take decision on their rccommenda- 

| tions."

And up till now, according to sources 
close to CIBP offices in Akure, the 
ministry is yet to take an action on the 
consultants’ recommendations. But 
CIBP is going on with its own assign­
ment “of facilitating development and 

i exploitation of bitumen."

Agagu....buu<,., .amuse 
he was one of the consultants commis­
sioned to explore for shallow bitumen 
deposits that can be cheaply exploited. 
The consultants have since submitted 
their reports and Agagu has since be­
come the Deputy Governor of Ondo

LUSEGUN
Agagu, a doctor of geology and the de­
puty governor of Ondo State is not 2 
stranger to the Bitumen project . As a 
university teacher, he taught quite a 
number of students about bitumen 
and its potentials. And he had been in­
volved in the bitumen deposits found 
in a long stretch of land across Ondo, 
Ogun and Edo states. In fact in 1991.

What CIBP has done now is to block 
out the bitumen areas into acreages 
where
and

because it has come to see it as a re. 
i°Ur.Cc that can change its fortune fOr 
, . it’s not leaving everything
to the Federal Agency. As at now. the 
government is engaging African De. 
veloPment Bank to finance a feasibility 
report to further encourage potential 
dollSt°rS' The j°b wiU costS 3 milliort

Certainly no expenses or time or 
energy Can be too much to spare for 
this project With Venezuela making a 
kill and raking in millions of dollars 
from its bitumen, tire only thing left 
for Nigeria is to take a cue from Ven- 
ezuela and queue behind that oil pro. 
during country as an exporter of bitu- 
men.

uu, - ------------- liowhere prospective explorers can bi'd” n>anv “ars f° nation, the vie> 

and explore for bitumen. Olusegu?, ture niqlrcl«.is that this is one ven 
Agagu. a doctor of Geology and Deputv afford to Federal Government cannQ, 
Governor of Ondo State informed TSM °ndo q?°ve at snail’s speed.
last week that CIBP has recommended mote tha government is showiq 
some prospective investors to th. heca.,K„ :a Passing interest in the proje.. 
Ministry of Petroleum and Mineral Re soUrco ' !t  ------------ -- =<■<■ it as a r«
sources. "As at last week when I spoke Sood. No 1 
with the chairman of the committee, it to the Fed ’ (the committee) is yet to receive any e
response from the ministry." y

It is this seemingly foot-dragging at- 
tiude on the part of the ministry that 
has informed the view in certain quar­
ters that the Federal Government is 
not moving fast enough on this project

True, bitumen is not what geologists 
regard as a conventional resource 
and exploring for it requires a special­
ized technology, but with billions of 
tons of bitumen beneath the lands of 
these states which could rake in mil-

Olusegun Agngn, a 
geologists and deputy gov­
ernor of Ondo State says 
the state government is 
leaving no stone unturned 
in the execution of multi­
billion naira Bitumen pro­
ject.

0ilu,ncn Pr°jeCl'
|U ...msultams ----
,a6 one of the eon bjtumen
. .a to expl°re.f .Haaolv exploited.

State, the state that has the bulk of the 
bitumen deposits.

As the number two man in that state, 
Agagu has taken more than a passing 
interest in the Bitumen project. Cur 
rently, he and others knowledgeable 
in matters like this have prepared 3 
proposal to the African Development 
Bank for the bank to consider financ­
ing a comprehensive feasibility report 
5n the deposits. By the time you are 
eading this, the proposal should be 
an its way to ADB headquarters.

Although quite a number of watch­
ers feel that by now the project should 
have gone very far, in this interview, 
Agagu tells why the exploration of the 
bitumen has not gone beyond the state 
it.is now, the progress made and the 
hope of the state on the project.

Read Agagu and • get yourself in­
formed about the multi-billion naira 
venture that is waiting to be executed.

Sir. a belt of about five kilometres 
breadth and hundreds of kilometres width 
of bitumen running across Ondo. Ogun, and 
Edo states, with the bulk of it in Ondo 
State, has been reportedly discovered. As 
a geologist, can you tell us the quality and 
quantity of this bitumen, and how commer­
cially viable this bitumen is?

It is like you are almost a geologist. 
From the little bit of investigation we 
have carried out the bitumen here is 
one of the best naturally occurring de­
posit in the world. For a number of 
reasons, as way back as 1953 or there 
about some bitumen was extracted 
there in its raw form and it was used 
to tar a.stretch of the road between Ore 
and Ondo.
That is the one at Agbabu?

Yes, it was used to tar a stretch of
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say CIBP has gone on this assignment? Hi 
the committee been moving fast enouqhl

There is no doubt in my mind tha 
the committee has taken shape now 
it’s well grounded, they have a func 
tioning office, they have fupctionin| 
staff I happen to know’ that they havi 
been doing some work, they’ve beer 
doing investigation on the deposits.aj 
well as trying to attract investors tc 
the project I happen to know that 
they Ve been able to identify three or 
four organisations that have shown in­
terest They are in the process of sc­
reening them to ensure that these ac­
tually arc genuine people who are will­
ing to participate in the prosecution of 
the project

They've made some of the achieve­
ments. because as a son of this state, 
as a leader in this state. I would want 
that the thing is commissioned to­
morrow morning. So I think there is 
room for improvements. They can 
move faster than they arc moving now.

Sir, you have just said that the state will 
look for partner to do the business with. I 
think if I am right, that is also one of the 
things the committee is supposed to do. 
Don't you envisage a clash. Supposing the 
committee comes up with a partner and 
the state comes out with another. How does 
it work out?

Over the last two years, it appears 
I that, we might be making one major 
| breakthrough. That is what I mean. I 
I do not think that we will be doing very 
I well or aS much as we would want to 
I do if all we want to do in the bitumen 
I belt here is use it to tar Nigerian roads. 
I The amount of income we might get 
I from that might not justify what we are 
I thinking about
/ We must be able to produce it. trans- 
/ port it in such a way that we can get 
I foreign market for it That is where the 
I big profit is. And like I said, over the 
I last few years, Venezuela has been able 
I to make a breakthrough in its bitumen 
I depsit which is similar to the one we 
I have. They now export to Europe and 
I there apears to be a lot of market for 
I it We are hoping to leach on their 
I technology to see now we can also do 
I the same.

We were made to understand that the 
two major problems the venture is faring 
are partnership and the right technology. 
How far have you gone in solving these 
problems?

The Federal Government has been 
made to be aware through our efforts 
here, they’ve been made to be aware of

the road, just in its raw form and it 
stayed just as good as processed one. 
There is no way to know it is good other 
than that Use it for the road purpose, 
you want to use it and you find out that 
it was good. Ever since then, in our 
investigation we have done a lot of lab­
oratory tests and we have been able to 
confirm that it’s a very high quality 
bitumen. For quantity, the indications 
are bright, because of the
broad belt, and because of the fact that 
the thickness of sections in the 
ground is very large. We have a very 
expansive mineral there. Several bill­
ions of tons of naturally occurring 
bitumen.

So in essense ft is commercially viable?
That is....Let’s put it this way, in 

terms of quality, quantity, it is attrac­
tive. In terms of commercial viability, 
we.can say all the questions have not 
been answered. And this is what I 
mean. Mining of bitumen is not a con­
ventional technology. Is not as simple 
as exploring for oil in the Niger Delta. 
It’s a specialised technology and there 
are onlyfvery few part of the world 
where natural bitumen is being mined 
commercially because for you to be 
commercially viable, you have to have 
the pre-requisite technology that will 
ensure that the money you used to pro­
duce the material is not as much as 
the money you are going to use to sell 
the material, that is the definition of 
commercial viability. So the technol­
ogy is the factor in question.

Aminu...uisited Agbabu during his 
tenure.
the enormity of the resources wc have 
here and as a result of the pressure we 
have put on them, they set up*what is 
known as a Bitumen Implementation 
Committee and luckily for us the head­
quarters is in Akure here. .And this 
committee has been saddled with the 
responsibility of shopping around for 
technical partners and actually put­
ting the frame-work in place for the 
complete implementation of the pro­
ject

But we are still trying to give as much 
encouragement as possible to the 
committee, we’ve given them land 
around Agbabu there to build their 
camp, they are asking for another land 
to build a laboratory in Akure here 
which we are in the process of giving 
to them. We as state government had 
hitherto no plan to go on. all we plan­
ned to do was to encourage the Federal 

. agencies to facilitatethe process of the
project as much as possible, until 
when we began to take a second look 
and found out that one of the ways to 
make the project sec fruition and fast 
was to try to get on the beat ourselves. 
We are now in the process of embark 
ing on looking for a technical partner 
and forming a company to be jointly 
owned by Ondo State government and 
that partner, so we can now go as a 
company to explore and exploit bitu­
men in that area.

So you are now looking for a technical 
partner?

Yes.
From our findings, the Federal Govern 

ment in June 1989 inaugurated a presiden­
tial Committee on the Implementation of 
Bitumen to carry out the specific assign­
ment of facilitating development and i 
exploitation of bitumen. How far would you r

? Let me explain it Like you said, 
there is a land of about 5 kilometre 
running, hundreds of kilometres

i across from just across Edo State all 
the way to Ogun State from here. So 
the land having bitumen is very large 
and in my discussion with members 
of the implementation committee, 
there appears to be an agreement now 
that perhaps one of the best ways to 
prosecute the project is to block out 
the entire area having bitumen intoa - 
creages. leases and invite as many 
people as possible and to come and bid 
just like wc do for exploration. And any 
company that is interested can come 
and bid for a parcel of land there.

So what we want to do is to form a 
company w’ith a partner and wc would 
go as a company to the Bitumen Im­
plementation Committee to bid for one 
of the blocks. So there is no cause 

for clash at all.
We were made to understand that some 

companies like Abimbola Gbolade and co 
and^prolinn applied for leases. Have they 
been granted the leases by GBP?

So far no.
Why?
I think CIBP feel on their own. they 

cannot give out licences to prospective 
investors. What I know they have done 
was to recommend, they have recom­
mended to the Federal Ministry of Pet 
roleum and Mineral Resources, the fol
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we have done is to have the investiga- 
tion that has shown where the bitumen
is. how much is available in specific 
areas, it anybody tells you that this is 
the total amount of bitumen that is av­
ailable in the entire belt — he is Just 

guessing. Nobody has scientifically reali- 
able information as to how much re­
serve is in the place. A full scale feasi­
bility study still needs to be commis­
sioned. How much is there, what is the 
best way of extracting it. the cost of 
extracting it when you extract it how 
do you transport it. if you transport it 
how much do you sell it. all these are 
oarts of what goes into a study before 
oeople will be prepared to put their 50 
million. 100 million. So all of these 
things have to be done and part of our 
efforts here is to try to really see if we 
eon find a way of financing the feasi- Ml?tY studies Which is going to cost a 
lot of money. We have approached the 
African Development Bank and we are 
netting many favourable invitation thats 
dollars That's the proposal I have on 
the table there. We are getting in touch 
Wiso* havemth«ySrea’ly agreed to finance it 

‘"fhey are’interested. We have to put 
• T? former proposal and that is the 
in a *° nosal I have there.

c0.?5r!r from being realised. 1 am not 
“'S TuiwTare undaunted, it is nice 

happy we don t feel too bad is
to hope. w y since thar time, some

in certainly make it one day.
it. we snail . commences, the

W|'cn (e)!he bitumen committees are 
peopie ot 1 d one way or the other, 
going to be ai ttlenient plan orsome-

Certainly n peOpie and the 
amount ot eu arc not unmindful of 
environment- Just simply
this. We are concerned about
in isolation- blemsjn the state
_environme tlicse are things we 
as a whole. = becaUSe of that we 
would look ,n‘ labiished a bill in the 
already havc Environment Prolec- 
house. f»e state ,s going to be saddled 
tion Agency ibility of ensuring
with the re5’? much damage done 
that we don t n this proJect or 
to environment ____________

lowing companies have applied, we 
have looked into it, please grant the 
leases to them. That is as far as I know. 
They have packaged such proposals to 
the Ministry. As of last week when I 
spoke with the chairmen, they have 
not received any response from the 
Ministry. So really one can safely say 
that the bottle-neck. at least for the 
initial licencing of investors is being 
held up by the Ministry.

There is this feeling among many industry 
watchers that probably the Federal Govern­
ment Is not too enthusiastic about the pro 
ject. Many people have been talking of foot 
dragging and all that. I don’t know the way 
you look at ft.

This is a rather subjective judge­
ment, that cannot...they must have 
their own ways of considering things and 
the truth of the matter is that being 
the owners of the deposit, 1 would 
rather prefer that they move fast. One 
cannot say that tile Federal Govern­
ment is not as concerned as others 
otherwise they won t set up the Bitu­
men Committee. But the urge may not 
be as we havc here.

But we have continuously made 
them understand how vital the develop­
ment of this project is to the overall 
development of the country. The be­

nefit is not going to accrue to Ondo 
State alone. The entire country will be­
nefit. it is going to be a foreign ex­
change earner, and when it brings 
foreign exchange to this country, it is 
not only our state that will benefit from 

it. it is going to be money for all Nige­
rians. So they should be as concerned 
as we are here.

Ok, but are you making any moves to 
urge the ministry to work a bit faster?

Yes we’re doing that. We arc even in 
touch with Mr. President to see how 
he can ensure that the project is im­
plemented as early as possible. We arc 
doing that and we would continue to.

In 1991, CIBP commissioned sdme con­
sultants to explore for shallow bitumen de 
posit that can be cheaply exploited. Have 
the consultants come out with any reports?

It took only six months. They have 
the report there already.

Sir, I tend to have the impression that 
the essence of commissioning such a job 
was to come out with something that can 
be done immediately?

No, for an earth resource like that, it 
is not something you just jump into 
because what you are trying to say is 
that so,so depth you are going to have, 
so. so material there. so5so quantity. 
We are not witches, you know, so you 
need to do a lot of investigation, that 

U you have done one does not mean that 
| ■ that is all. Honestly speaking there is 
pH even at this stage, a lot to be done. All

Agagu...ready to meet ADB f°r 
assistance
any other project g<=« emuarked 
upon. H aDI

Lastly, please lets go back to tne 
“u«- I want to know *n"DB 
’hat report to be financed by A 
*°uld not disturb, or rather put ai hoWJ] 
’he progress being made now. at lew 
’he report is ready. Don't you see I

rcport is out? nid
No, the Federal Government has s 

go ahead, look for partners leJ 
Partners go there and work. One th g 
*s sure, even when people have 
appointed technical partners and th y 
want to invest in that place, they would 
still carry out a feasibility study. There 
is nobody that will bring his money 
there without knowing what is going 
to happen to his money.

AH we are trying to do is to further 
encourage people. If we can get 
ADB to give us a grant to finance 
feasibility studies, then we can mak 
the feasibility studies available to po­
tential investors as an encouragemen 
We can say we have saved you the ini­
tial N20 million that you are going to 
spend and the report shows that it is 
Positive, so come. So that is a way oi 
speeding the process.

But is the state doing that in conjunction 
with the committee?

We have informed them.
Why I am asking that question is suppos­

ing the committee too is . about to do such 
a report.?

If they want to do it, we 
erate with them.

There will be two diferent reports?
There is nothing wrong with that 

Even lawyers seek a second opinion. 
There is nothing wrong about that but 
if we know that there is one that is 
being conceived by the bitumen im­
plementation committee, we would 
call them to a meeting to ensure that 
the two teams work together. We are 
all gunning for the same bird.



Davis Cup blues

the Nigerian

By Isodi Dike
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Godwin

—Though the Nigerian 
team lost 1-4 to Romania, 
there were signs that they 
could have done better.

N
Nigeria cfiTT^notnavceven an outside 
chance against Romania in the Davis 
Cup Euro African group II tie. But 
here, both countries were, al the ten 
nis complex ol the National stadium. 
Lagos (from April 30 May 2nd. 1993.) 
pitched against each other.

The chips were down that weekend 
when the Romanians < .nut- and the odds 
went out. but only loi a brie! moment. 
Then patriotic Nigerians forgot that 
though Romania started playing the 
Davis cup in 1922. Nigeria started just 
in 1974: that whilst they have chucked 
up about 50 Davis cup wins, we have 
so far managed eight; that the visitors 
have played three times in the elite 
world group, whilst Nigeria is yet to 
reach that stage.

Most importantly, on the current 
form of the players. Romania boasted 
Pescariu Oinu. ranked 251 and Sabau 
Razvan the fourth best junior player in 
the world today. On the other hand. 
Nigeria's foremost lawn tennis player. 
Nduka Odizor. is ranked closed to the 
500 bracket and Ganiyu Adenckan.I
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the second singles. During the doubles 
the next day. they both lost 0 3 to the 
pair of Cosai George and Burutilb 
Keepier

All these while, it was clear, that il 
only Odizor and Ganiyu could hold on 
a little, the Romanians will crumble. 
Our reporter saw that the Romanians 
nad no answer to Odizor s boom shots 
or to Ganiyu’s super aces, when both dr 
cided to play tire game. Odizor 
even came back to prove tennis obscr 
vers right, when he overwhelmed Pes­
cariu Dinu 2-0 in the first reverse sing­
les match.

But it was Ganiyu. who gave them 
sdjnething to cheer about. With a 
couple of aces, he silenced the vocifer­
ous Romanian supporters led by a lit­
tle boy of about 8 years old and then 
almost frustrated the much-touted 
fourth best junior player. Razvan. They 
in fact, played rubber and Ganiyu lost 
because he lacked that extra thing or 
you could even say. to luck.

"The last match was excellent. You 
saw two young players at each other, 
both not wantihg to loose" said 
Richard Lu mb. the British referee "it

Omuta and George Elawurc 
not ranked .it all Adenckan 

though, just came in iron) the Asian 
circuits where he won the Sri Lankan 
version.

No matter, these impressive crcden- 
tials of Romania were on paper The 
Davis eup is not based on paper alone 
As pointed out by Odizor himself, the 
Davis cup is more than that. It involves 
patriotism, it brings out the best in an 
individual and then’ is something 
stimulating about the cup donated by 
Dwight Filley Davis, then a student at 
Harvard University in 1900.

ITF sources attest to this, that "one 
ol the great appeals ol the. Davis clip 
is (hat. whatever the strenght ol a par 
ticular tennis nation, it offers every’ 
player the opportunity’ to strive for 
higher standards, especially when 
there is keen rivalry lor team places."

These observations showed clearly 
when the game started. Odizor playing 
the first singles match with Razvan. 
had everything rapped up but miracul­
ously gave it away. (7-5: 2-6: 4 6; 2-6). 
that is. he lost the match 3 1 Ganiyu 
did not do any better. He lost 0 3 in



Oliizot-singing the blu

A Romanian player shows his sluff
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sums up the Davis cup. Personal prid 
and patriotism was involved."

Above all, it showed too that the 
Romanians could have been beaten 
here if the Nigerian team prepared well 
for the tie. after all. the Kenyans beat 
them last year.

K. Fidelis is the retired Brigadier- 
General who heads the Nigerian Lawn 
Tennis Association. He admitted they 
could have prepared better but his as' 

I sociation was re cently appointed and 
barely after inauguration the Davis cup 

I was hanging over their neck like the 
I sword of Damocles.
I ' The better team won. Given all the
I necessary’ support we will be ready
I next time” he said "support from the 

corporations, individuals and from the 
sporting press."

It will be recalled that Nigeria lost 
last year's Davis cup. 0 5 to Morocco. 
With this year's defeat by Romania the 
country will meet Algeria which lost to 
Monaco in July 1993. the loser of that 
tie will be relegated to Group HI in 
1994.

The winner between Romania and 
Monaco will be promoted to zone 1 in 
1994.



tennis

By Isodi Dike

HuMkedi...inhere did he go inrong?
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Haba Nwokedi!
lawn tennis player that surprised ob 
servers when he won the All Nigerian 
Open championship in 1991 He was 
to repeat the hat a year later and in 
some other tournaments m the coun 
tty.

...Would this tennis  
player have made any dif- ——[J
fprpiirp at th a Dm) is ran —ference at the Davis cup 
tie? He believes so but of­
ficials say No.

Surprise betause he was just one ot 
the crop of voting players being 
groomed tor the future But Kyrian 
Nwokedi has always been headstrong. 
Or rather he did not know how to talk 
to the administrators or the press, or 
when to talk

Recently Nwokcdi canit slanting 
not u uh his racket but with his mouth. 
This was in the heal of the Davis cup 
preparation against Romania. He had 
opened his mouth to a section of the 
sporting press and kicked wilful!} 
against the administrators of the 
game. His quarell was with the selec­
tion ot Nduka Odizor. Ganiyu Adene 
kan. Godwin Omuta and George Ela- 
w ure

Nwokedi. thev alleged claimed he 
should have been called up l°r l’u' 
tournament. Should he? K. Fidelis.the 
retired Brigadier Gcmr.il m < harge «l 
lawn tennis Association was furious 
when reporters broached the issue 
with him.

Nwokedi is a bloody nuisance" he 
stated. According to him. Nwokedi was 
nvwr invited to camp because he was 
nowhere to be found.

The chairman continued that when 
his association was appointed some­
time in March he looked for Nwokedi 
i« ■ no avail It w as only later he gathered 
dial the boy had gotten into London, 
with tlu help of somebody. “And then 
he < aim- in unannounced, carrying 
several trophies he claimed to have 
won while in Britain. And then hr 
added that Odizor asked him in Lon­
don to come and pair him lor the Davis 
c up doubles event. I asked Odizor who 
said he had not seen Nwokedi 
uptill that moment, do you now under 
stand what J am talking about?"

"The truth" hr staled." is that Kyrian 
Nwokedi is not in form and he is also 
a bloody liar. The people he is comp 
laining about have beaten him. You 
were all here when Ehirim beat him 
3 0. And Adenekan too has beaten him 
so why is he complaining?"

Fidelis used the opportunity to 
speak on the team selection stating 
that he used the best materials he had. 
"I must confess though that Adenekan 
dissapointed me but you saw he picked 
up later and he tried his best "I intend 
to hang on to these young boys. We 
shall intensity training and I’ll be very 
much involved this time around. At 
least now we know' those to put in 
camp."

On his part. Nwokedi still believed 
that there could have been an improve 
meiit on the general performance, il hr 
had been invited to play

Gcmr.il
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'he food drink of future cham

My dependable
■ team mate .
I Delicious Milo is a combi- when preparing for D-Day. | 
I nation of nourishing cocoa, Active bodies like mine 
I wholesome malt, fine need replenishment from 
1 sugar and rich full cream time to time.
| milk — all the nourishment Delicious Milo is my de- 

I need to make me strong pendable team mate.
tL and ready — especially
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