
"I find Mohammed and Shofolahan guilty.
They were part and parcel of the team that shot at
Adesanya. It is a pity that Mohammed, who is in
the Armed Forces and is sustained with taxpayers'
money will be involved in endangering the life of a'
citizen.
. "As for Shofolahan, he eroded his conscience

just like Judas Iscariot.
Cont. on Pg. 5

charge of conspiracy and attempted murder of
Adesanya. '

The State Government said that the crime took
place at the Sura Market in Lagos Island in Feb­
ruary 1997.

Deliveringjudgment, Justice Olusola Williams
held that she found the accused persons guilty
on both counts, stressing that "there was indeed
an attempt to kill Adesanya."

Lagos State High Court yesterday sen
enced Aminu Mohammed and Lateef
hofolahan to 28 years and 31 years in

prison for the attempted murder of the late
Afenifere leader, Senator Abraham Adesanya.

Mohammed (alias Katako), driver to
Mohammed Abacha, and Shofolahan, a per­
sonal aide to late KudiratAbiola, were arraigned
by the Lagos State Government on a two-count

Adesanya: Abacha's driver gets 28years' jail term
Photo: NANThe chaotic traffic situation at Mile 2 area ofLagos after an early morning rain yesterday.

State House correspondents yester­
day in Abuja, added that the names
of the owners of the Swiss accounts
where the bribes were lodged were
yet to be ascertained .

About $180 million was paid out
as bribe to some top Nigerian gov­
ernment officials through a subsid-

By AbdulFattab OIajideTIe Federal Government has
ound that $150 million of the
bribe money taken by Nigeri­

ans from a subsidiary of the Ameri-
I can energy company Halliburton was
lodged in Swiss banks, Attorney­
. General of the Federation Mr. Michael
Aondoakaa has said.

The Minister ofJustice, who said
this while fielding questions from

The charges against KBR in­
clude allegations that senior execu­
tives met with "three successive
holders of a top-level office in the
executive branch of the government
of Nigeria" and negotiated the
amount of bribes to be paid.

The period covered by the
charges fall under the administra

Cont. on Pg. 5

iary of Halliburton, Kellogg, Brown
& Root (KBR) , to facilitate the
award of the $6 billion LNG con­
tracts between 1994 and 2004.

KBR admitted at a court in
Houston, US, in February to pay­
ing bribes to secure four contracts
for a KBR joint venture to build and
expand the Bonny Island liquefied
natural gas terminal. ,

bribe to Swiss banks
/

FG traces $150m
Halliburton:
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IAssembly gets
asset forfeiture
bill

Interest
rate: CBN
threatens to
sanction
banks
Chief executives of
banks that hike
interest rates
beyond the approved
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Under the guise of ma- gree of the alleged baby re-
temity clinic, a place in From Muhammad BeDo, tailer on whom they had been
the suburb of Port Port Harcourt getting similar reports of miss-

Harcourt inRivers State is cur- in labour amonth ago, said she ing babies.
rently allegedly doing brisk could not believe it. She raised Rivers state police spokes­
business of dispossessing in- alarm that her baby was alive person, Deputy Superinten­
nocent mothers of their new and must be made available to dentofPolice,RitaInoma-Ab­
born babies for unknown pur- her. bey corroborated Jennifer's
poses. According to her, ''when I allegation. She said the police

The Mothercare Hospital at visited her at her home near were aware that the hospital
Rumuokwurushi village in Rumuokwurushi Community exists and operates 24 hours
ObiaAkpor local government Secondary School, at the time daily. She also said, "the po­
area was deserted and under she was told of the demise of lice is not relenting in its ef­
lock and key the three times her baby and demanded that forts to get to the roots of the
Daily Trust visited the pre- itmust be produced, a relative matter.Afterthe preliminaryin­
mises. Checks revealed that of hers who introduced her to vestigation carried out at the
the owner of the clinic is a the hospital pleaded with her divisional level, the case has
woman whose identity could not to create a scene". been transferred to Port
not be ascertained. Instead, according to Jen- Harcourt AreaCommand for

The bubble burst on what nifer, the relative wanted her further investigation.
goes on inside the often- de- to agree to sell the baby for On the part of Jermifer, the
serted building when the NIOO,OOOto the owner of the teen mother who is busynurs­
owner of the clinic told one hospital. But she refused and ing her baby alone since its
Jennifer, a 16- year old who insisted that her child must be father abandoned them long
had been delivered of a given to her..Eventually, she ago, she said she has been
baby boy (Chiemelem) in the reported the case to the po- advisedbyherfiunilymembers
hospital that her baby, lice. The police, she narrated, not to pursue the caseto its
whom she gave birth to directed the proprietor of the logical conclusion since the
alive, had died. hospital to return the baby to outcome may indict her rela­
Jennifer, who was admitted her. She added that the police tive, who ab initio mooted the

to the hospital \\ hen she was were not pleased "vith the pedi- idea of selling it off .__ ~~ __ ~ ~~~~____ _ -~------~~_---- ~--L __

Police investigate sale of babies in hospital

states that the forfeiture of
such properties would depend
on the court granting the in­
terim order given the requisite
notice or publication.

According to her, "the bill
which is in consonance with
the provisions of United Na­
tions ConventionAgainst Cor­
ruption (UNCAC) which th
nation is a signatory to it
passed is to compliment the­
conviction based assets forfei­
ture law. It is also to compli­
ment the system of post con­
viction confiscation and com­
pletes a comprehensive ap­
proach to asset recovery and
repatriation."

Section 13subsection 1,2, ~
and 4 of the draft bill st
''where any property has~
to thenoticeof theComn+
(EconomicandFinanci:trts
Commission) to be i and
sion of any other pe'~~ as
corporate orfinanciaP1tmg
or any property in p' the
of any person, body ,:orst
or financial institutioi
reasonably suspect 1?ld
proceeds or instrumetll1Ilg
some unlawful acti~
Court shall, unless it \~
be in the interests c,""'''
upon application ma{~ey
Commission, or any (':he
son authorized by it lJme
isfiedon abalance of]
ties that the <

men~ties . has
are denved or Iik- 11' I. th .. ,la ona
m . ~cotnmlSS~ar'adua
a~Vlty, mak~afrom?
feiture to the :.,-- _
mentot'Niger"

eiture bapproves assets fo
TIe Federal Govemment I ByAbdWFattahOlajide I bly. She said the bill, submit-

moved yesterday to . . ted to the council by the Min-
completely run corrupt porate bodies. ister of Justice and Attorney-

politicians and civil servants, Briefing newsmen after the General of the Federation, Mr.
fraudsters, money launderers, FEC meeting, the Minister of MikeAondoakaa, would make
and other financial crimes per- Information and Communica- convicts and suspects of finan­
petra tors out of business, as tion, Professor DoraAlamyili, cial crimes forfeit allthe prop­
the Federal Executive Council said the bill,known as theNon- erties and assets linked to the
(FEC) approved a bill stipulat- Convicted-Based Forfeiture of proceeds of the criminal activi­
ing the confiscation of assets ProceedsofUnlawfulActivity ties tothe Federal Government
acquired with -questionable Bill 2009, would soon be for- . Acopyofthedrattbillcircu­
wealth by individuals or cor- warded totheNationalAssem- lated to newsmen however

Nigeria loses $24b to NlDelta unrest
Nigeria's unrest could and spillages with consequent bers disclosed in the report. Africa's top oil producer.

worsen after the coun- losses in revenue estimated at The report also said that The report proposes an am-
try lost at least $23.7 about $20.7 billion." ''there are unaccounted costs nesty for militants if they are

billion to oil theft and sabotage The estimates uses an aver-in human misery, with about willing to disarm and said the
inthefirstninemonthsof2008, ageof700,OOObarreisa day lost 1,000persons killed within the committee's work had at­
apresidential committee report during the months from Janu- same period and another 300 tracted interest from militants
says. aryto Septemberrnultipliedby taken as hostages." and communities.
Ledum Mitee, chairman of eachmonth'saverageNigerian The committee was set up But 'judging by the level of

the committee, said the figure crude price. oilDecember 1undertheaus- angst weperceive,wesharethe
shows that "ifwe were to buy The report added that ''this pices of President Umaru views of those who believe that
peace, we would be spending amount [of$20.7 billion] is ex- Yar' adua to resolve the crisis there is a looming danger that
less than what we are losing in elusive of another estimated $3 of the Niger Delta but hasn't the present Niger Delta crisis
the crisis." billion lost to oil bunkering been made public. could easily escalate," the re-

The November report by the . [theft] over the first seven Militants' attacks and crude port said.
NigerDeltaTechnica1Commit- months of this year alone." theft since2006havekeptmore Based. on the numbers dis-
tee, which was seen by Dow Mitee, who is a political than 500,000barreis a day shut closed, ''the cost of failure is
Jones, said attacks on instal1a- leader in the Niger Delta's down in Nigeria, which is vy- too enormous to contem­
tions resulted "in shutdowns Ogoniland,confirmedthenum- ing with Angola for the title of plate," the report added.' .

Fashola advises Obama onAfrica
agos State GovernorMn Babatunde Fashola has ad­
vised the . . Samek Obama

DailyTrust, Thursday, Apr'llv, 2009



8.ShouId you require further darification on this and any other issue, please do not hesitate to reach
our CallCentre onOl-2772000orvisitanyofour 370 branches nationwide.

7.Once again, we promise, on behalf of the 8oard~Management and Staff of Inteocontinental Bank
PIc to continue to make you all our ·HAPPY CUSlOMERS' in order for us to rema.inyour"HAPPY
BANK'"'.

6. Weappredate the support of all our numerous customers, the regulatory authorities and indeed the
. general banking public who have continued to express utmost confidence in our bank despite the

de-marketing. .t

4. Our customers had not only remained loyal to the bank but have taken it upon themselves to
compile names of staff of competing banks that are de-marketing us or any other bank for onward
submission to theCentral Bank of Nigeria for appropriate sanction.

S. Intercontinental Bank Pic remains committed to ethical conduct and sound professional banking
practice despite the on-going provocations, especially as our Chief ExecutiveOfficer ~ also the
current President and Chainnan of Council of the Chartered Institute of Bankers of Nigeria (aSN).

1.We befteVe that the attack on us by these bankers is their envious and desperate response to our
God-assisted achievements in the last 20years.

2. Despite the de-marketing campaign against us, we thank God that Intercontinental Bank PIc has
remained one of the strongest banks in the industry. Our financial results continue to show robust
growth in our Deposit and Balance Sheet size .

3. Since this de-marlceting started arid up till now, we have never defaulted on any of our obligations
to any depositor whether foreign or local and we are not under any pressure that may warrant any
such defauit.

Intercontinental Bank Pic had all the while been targeted for de-marketing by a crop of misguided
bankers' espeCially from a 1It generation bank. using smear campaign to scare our customers through ~
deceitful remarks and text messages insinuating that Intermntinental Bank Pic is unsafe, all in an
attempt tomislead the general banking public tobelieve that only their bank is safe in Nigeria.

The Central Bank of Nigeria, three weeks ago~ made an official statement on this matter. We wish to
now formally make a PUBUC STATEMENTon this issue to all our customers and the general banking
public

For several months nOw, the Banking Industry has been enmeshed in unethical practices of running. _- ~~.
down the competition, whi~ hasnow beenpopularly known as·Oe-marketing*.

DE-MARKETING OF INTERCONTINENTAL BANK PLC

• - "'7'"-- - - - _-

PRESSSTATEMENT

RC: No. 125352

BANK .'

lntercontlnental

9,2009Daily Trusl



the deposit and lending
rates at 15 percent and 22
percent respectively.Before
the decision, both deposit
and lending rates were at 18
percent and 22 percent
respectively.

Other decisions taken by
the MPC yesterday include
reduction in the Monetary
PolicyRate(MPR)from9.75
percent to 8.0 percent,
reduction in liquidity ratio
from30percentto 25percent
and 'reduction of Cash
ReserveRequirement(CRR)
from 2 percent to 1percent.

The above measures
were aimed at monetary
easing and to inject more

ByIdrisAhmed

*foreign reserves falls to $47bnl"~e Central Bank of
Nigeria (CBN)
has threatened to

qusp(;nd any Chief
EXtX'utiveOfficer(CEO)and
'V1.anagingDirector (MD)
whosebank charges interest
rate above 22 percent as
19reed by the Bankers
Committee.

CBN Governor,
i}rofessor Chukwuma
Soludo said this yesterday
in Ahuja at a press briefing
after the meeting of the
Monc.!~yPolicyCommittee
(MPC) where he said the
country':; foreign reserve is
nowat~nbillion.

After_ peaking at $64
billion U'I,August 2008, the
foreign t-eserve shrunk to
about $5~Nllion in January.

Banl{c~sCommittee met
last In(ln'h "'ndpegged both

Third violation would mean
suspension of the bank's
MD/CEO and the bank's
officials in addition to all the
fme involved."

Soludo also said that the
apexbankwould investigate
and deal with any bank that
refuses to sell foreign,
exchange to end users
saying"we sell dollars to the
banks on daily basis and
banks should sell too. We
would verify the claims that
they are not selling and deal
with the situation."

On the growth of the
economy,the Governor said
that figuresfromtheNational
Bureau of Statistics (NBS)
showed that aggregate
output is robust as it
increased from 5.78percent
in the first quarter of2008 to
6.32percentin samein2009.

liquidity into the economy,
the CBNGovernor said,

Speaking on the
seriousness of the
sanctions against banks
who hike interest rates,
Soludo said the penalty is
effective from February till
December.

"Any bank and its CEO/
MD that violates the
decision would severely
pay for it. For example, if a
bank for the first time
violates any of the ceilings,
a fine ofN50 million would
be imposed on the bank and
a letter of warning on the
CEOIMDof the bank.

"For the second time
violation, the bank's CEO/
MD would be suspended
fromaccessingthe RDAS as
wellasthefineofN50million,

Central Bank Governor Professor Charles Chukwuma Soludo during a press conference on the outcome of the money
Monetry Policy Committee meeting held inAbuja yesterday. Pic: Kennedy Egbonodje

Fraud: FG invites foreign auditors to investigate
Suspecting that massive are capable they will work

fraud is being perpe !I .. I PPRA with foreign auditors to en- crude oil price, Unfortu-
trated, <l;tPetroleum : ByAbduIFattahOlaJlde ~ure absolute ,?,ansparency nately, on the other side of

Products Pricing and Regu- tional oil price, He said the committee headed by the in the process . ,the equa!lOn you have a
latory Agency (PPPRA) in auditors have twomonths to Bauchi State Governor, Isa On the extent of the l~- huge subsidy made upof'the
the guise of subsidy to pe- turn-in their reports Yuguda is looking into that v~stt~lOns, Ajumogobia template that PPPRA ISpro­
troleumproductsmarketers, Theminister said "We and we are inviting interna- sal~' e are looking a~the ducing and we are investi­
!he_Federal90vernmenthas are investigating the ineffi- .fional auditors to look at the entire process, essentially gatmg those costs that in­
invited foreign and local au- ciency of the system the process to know whether the templates. Thelnce of volve demurrage:One of the
ditors to investigate the amount of money b~ing there are inefficiencies and °hlh~cohedown, ,erefb_re biggest costs is demurrage
agency used for subsidy looking at whether there l'Scorruption. t ere ISt e expectation t at which reflects on the pump" ,~, the pump price should 'also '"The Minister of State for the PPPRA template. The Wehave local auditors who fl t th t d ti in th pnce.Petroleum, Mr. Odein re ec a re uc Ion in e

~~~i£i=FPo!?v!p<e!!!?_r_!l!I_Y~bJ~!!~o~am~P!:::ie!l!El:!e
menatthePreSldentlalVill~ Atiku Abubakar has! ByAbduI-Rahman ing.and gutter language in direction in which the PDP
shortly before yesterday,s described his former I Abubakar response to an opinion is taking the country.
Fede~al Executive Council party, the Peo les Demo- LoHtiCia:n-;; ..-··---··-·----·- voiced b formerVicePresi- "It ISa measure of how
meetl!lg. " , craticParty(PD~)~ morally p AtikUsaid ina statement dent Atib Abubakar on the low civility has declined,in

~J~ogobla said the in- bankrupt and visionless m b hisMediaOfficeTuesda electoral reform shows the country that such an in-
vesttgatlO~s~ould hell?the the continuing vile against tlat the reaction of the PDP clearly the level of intoler- nocuous comm~nt by the
c0':ffi~ e~!~nate the "inef- each other engaged by the onthe criticismbythe former ance m t~e party." ,former VicePresident on the
ficlencles m the petroleum two parttes" . vice presidenton the failures A?ku, saId the, PDP s need for genumt: ~l~ctoral
sector and unravel the fac- ,PDP said Monday th~t of the President Umaru stamen IS,dls~~ay?fmtoler- reform should eltclt msults
tors contributing to high Atiku ~~ lost relevance m Musa Yar'adua led govern- ~mc~a~dmg It IS also ~n and unnec:essary,pe~sonal
pump prices of petroleum the,p'ohtt,?al 1an~~capede- ment is sad and unfortunate, mdlcatlOn of the part~ s attacks, It ISalso lr<?mct~at
products in the country in scnbins him as a hop~less, According to Atiku, mor~l, bankruptcy and ~ts the author of that mfanttle
the face of ebbing interna- drowmng and unrehable "For the PDP leadership to unwtlhngness to c:hange,ItS statementclatms~obe a pro­

ways. We are wltnessmg fessor,oneof the mtellectual
once again in our history the dwarfs who now run the
heedless march of an arro- party and the nation,
gant, visionlessparty to self- "The PDP offers no
destruction - just like the ~ope to,Nigeria,It is drown­
defunct National Party of mg tn a sea of
Nigeria(NPN). mlsgovernance. It is there­

"Our concern stems fore not surprising that the
from the fact that the PDP PDP is hostile to fundamen­
runs the government at the tal electoral refor~. The
centre and in a majority of party has nowbeen hijacked
the 36 states of the federa- by e.lecti~~tj.ggers l:!.Il~do­
tion. The PDPmust account or-diepohtlClans.This ISnot
to Nigerians how\and why the par.ty so~e of us
things are the way they are foundedm 1998. , .
in the country," But the PDP saIdAtlku

"The PDPdoesnot own lack~ the moral standmg to
... castlgate the present efforts

Ntgcr:taThat ISwhywe c~- at reformingelectoralsystem
not SItback ~d allow ~s in the country saying, "His
~ycollectt~nofelecti~n (Atiku) attack on the genu­
nggers and ant~-democratlc ine efforts and commitment
forces to deratl our har~- of the federalgovernmenton
earned democracy ?r to kill electoral reform is clearly
o~ dt:eam~Wlthmmd-bog- opp'ortunistic as Alhaji
glmg meptltude. Atlku Abubakar as vice

"Atiku Abubakar.isnot presidentofNigeria forgood
d~spe~~t~to be Presld~nt. eight years cannot today be
His cntlcism of the handl~g credited with even a single
of the electoral r~fo~, IS suggestion he made on how
borne out of patrIOtICm- to reform the electoral sys­
stinct.EveryNIgerian ought tem,"

.FG awards N42bn fertilisers procurement contract.ASpartofthemeasures [-'----..--·---c....:...._----=--·-;;--·-l--' States, at a cost ofN3.5 bii- completion period and:the . N5 billion; ~itJ:ia30months
aimed at ..~ns_uring ._~yA~~~~~~!~~~_j' lionj the total strengthening rehabilitation ofEnugu completionperiod: - - __
food security an the struction and rehabilitation ' of ,the eXlst~g River NIger bound carriageway of the· She said the money for

country, the Federal _(:J()'Y,ern:.-_of eight road in the 'differ- Bndge, atOnitsha, Anamb.ra Onitsha- Enugu road, phase _~the 'projects "were provided .
ment ¥e~terday awarded a ent parts-of the country... -"'1 S_!ate,at ~cost ofN740 mil- one of section one,' in ~fOJin the 2008 budget but
N42 billion COI]~~?~~?!,!he ~ . -:TI!ej"6a!1project!farethe'~l!on- with two months Anambra state, ata cost of- couldnotbeawardedbefore
p~oct!!em~ntoffeftilisers.for =Hadejia-Nguru road in.
distribution to farmers JigawaState.atacostof'St.u .
~ough~ut the ,country -for billion, with.a completion
this year sfarming season. period of 24 months' the
, ToeMinister of~o~a- Ifon-Uzebba-Iruepken'road ._:
tion and CommUl:llc~~lOn,- ..and approach road to "Ose
Professor Dora Akinyili ~- bridge, inEdo State,at a cost ,
flouncedthe measure while -of N1.9billion with a 24
-brief,s State -House corr~_- months c9mpl~tion period;
spondc!lts after ,yesterday ,s the .., Nguru-Gushua­
Federal Executive ~_ounctl Bayamariroad inYobeState,
meetmg. She said the at a cost ofN2.3billion with
feit~ii.,!.:';,'Swould,be distrib- , a 24months completion pe­
u;ec '0 ,.mne~sm llll states. riod and theAkungba-Ikare­
o· ,'1'.' " d,eratlOn,at25 per- Omuo-Kabba road cutting
ce- - ~idy, across Ekiti andOndo State

f; ..1" -.ling to her, a total at a cost ofN1.5 billion with
o:!.40\ fl' " metric tons of a 24months completion pe­
fertil 'l'.' vould be supplied riod.
at N4"~ . 000,000,~he_s_aid The other projects are
Tal, C, ine?~al Limited, the realignment and con­
Cp1dc,' ertilizer, Notore struction of darigerous
l her ',' Industries Lim- curves between Akwanga
ite 1 , 'Federal Super- and Lafia in Nassarawa
pt,·,~( Fertiliser Com- State,at ac~st ofN3.4billion
P·,I', e awarded con- with 18months completion
tr ..cr ·r the supply of period; the rehabilitation of
4tll _~'i, ~tn~t?ns of mor- EfonAlaaye-Erinmo-Iwaraja
gan oJ fertilizers at roadbetweenEkiti andOsun
Nl 1- ),000,00, whileIn-
dust. .eralsLimitedand
[:£i: :...(:~ ~igerialimitedare
to sun 5,000 metric tons
of OJ· ',ic fertilisers at
N~::O<l •. 000,

Th- minister ·said the
".ll(lO n...etric tons of organic
fortih• rs would be used for
"demonstration to promote
the technology of integrated
soil fertility management to
farmers in the 327 special
O[(h!1ammes on food secu­
rity-Sites."

. Al'\O speakingduringthe
briefing, the Minister of'Ag­
ricult.rre and Water Re­
sources,Alhaji SayyadiAba
RUITW, explained that some
states also subsidise fertiliz­
ers, saying the product
should be available to farm­
ers at aboutN2,500 per bag,

Rumasaidallthe405,000
metric tons of fertilizers are
eX!)e(:w;i to be supplied not.
lat..:-n:h:m July 30,.

Professor Akunyili also
aruli.mil,~edthat the council
av. ard,' j various contracts
\)'iwth"J"::4 billionforthecon-

(~BNto suspend bank CEOs on interest rates hike

the end ofthat y~ar,but have -
been captured m the 2009--.
appropriation with'due pro­
cess certificate of "no objec-
tion" , by the Bureau
of - - -to-

-/,
}>age 4 . ._.. ._.__..._. . . ._..__._._._... ._._._.._.:-P~{r..:TT~~C[l1u~~~_ay,Ap~il9, 2()~~-_.- :.------~----------:--------.-.=-----..-------.-.------_..._..._--_..._---_..,_.._-----
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sure requirements in Nigeria
have fuelled concern about
the health of its banks, par­
ticularly their exposure to fall­
ing capitalmarkets after explo­
sive balance sheet growth in
recent years saw them take on
higher levels of unsecured
risk.

Renaissance: 'The market
is currently pricing the stock
as a distressed asset and not

the stock of all the quoted
banks have depreciated be­
tween 40- 70 percent 'overthe
past three months in high­
volume trading amid specu­
lation that their capital base
isat risk frommargin loan ex­
posure and other non-per­
forming loans.

"They are now being
traded as distressed institu­
tions", and "Intercontinental
Bank PIc was not speared as

as a going concern," Renais­
sance Capital said in a re­
search note, maintaining a
"hold" rating but lowering its
target share price to 10 naira
from 13.

"By publishing the
bank's asset risks and stress­
testing them, we hope to close
the chapter on the de-market­
ing of this name and provide
investors with the means to
assess these risks," said Re­
naissance Capital report on
the bank."

its stock fell by 46 per cent
within the period."

It said that weak disclo-EtercOntinental Bam: PIc
has enough capital to ab
orb its asset risks and

there is no threat to its sol­
vency, analysts from Renais­
sance Capital said on
Wednesday.

After analysing the
bank's balance sheet, the
group said even though the
bank suffered from the falling
in theNigeria's capitalmarket,
it is still strong enough to
right-off any toxic assets.

The group said that fall in

Renaissance Capital says Intercontinental Bank ishealthy
I By IdrisAbmed I

to make submission on the .
proposed public hearing on
the state of the Nigeria Cus­
tom Service and the poor per­
formance of its statutory du­
ties and functions alongside
former Comptrollers, Alhaji
Aliyu Mustapha, Alhaji
HammanBelloAhmedKojoli,
and the present Comptroller,
MrBernard -Shaw Nwadialo
but that they all had failed to
make submission as de­
manded.

By TasbikalIilabHallab &
NasidiA. YabayaThe House of Repre­

sentatives yesterday
, threatened to arrest the
new Gbom-Gbom Jos, Mr.
Gyan Jacob Buba, three other
Comptrollers General of the
Nigeria Custom Service,Min­
ister of the FCT and four com­
panies over their refusal to
make availableto theCommit­
tee on Customs and Excise
documents relating to the Ni­
geria Customs Service.

The former Comptroller
General andnow Gbom-Gbom
Jos was invited by the Com­
mittee on Custom and Excise

lers General to make submis­
sions as demanded despite
the extension of time adding
that the Comptrollers Gen­
eral and other stakeholders
have up until Thursday next
week to comply or face ar­
rest.

According to him, "It is
worrisome that some key
stakeholders who have
taken the lead in surrepti­
tious but desperate cam­
paign to frustrate the public
hearing and the work of par­
liament refused to make sub­
missions to the Committee."

Also, the Minister of the
Federal Capital Territory,
Senator Adamu Aliero, and
four companies, Maersk Line
Shipping Service, Mobil Pro­
ducingUnlimited, ShellPetro­
leumDevelopment Company
(SPot) and Texaco Nigeria
Ltd are also said to have failed
to respond to the invitation
are.

Rep Yakubu Dogara
(pDP, Bauchi State) Chair­
man of the Committee at a
press conference said the
Committee regretted the fail­
ure ofthe former Comptrol-

Vaswanis plan multi -
billion naira vehicle plant -'
I ByAbdul-RabmanAbubakar ~

Stallion Group owned by the billionaire Vaswani broth
ers, Sunil, Haresh and Mahesh yesterday unveiled
plans to set up a a multi billion naira state of art ve­

hicle assembly facility in the country to begin operation
within the next nine months.

This is coming on the heels of recent investment of
N162 billion into the agriculture sector especially rice pro­
duction in collaboration with the federal government.

The group said in a statement that it intended to as­
semble Completely Knocked Down (CKD) vehicles "To
address the regional demand for buses, trucks and other'
commercial vehicles in order to meet the imminent demand
for farm equipment lik'~tractors."

The vehicles would be assembled in association with
several global brands and not restricted to a single brand
or origin adding that it had already signed an agreement
with Leyland for their bus, truck and tractor models.

The project is the latest in jhe series of large scale in­
vestments made by the Vaswani brothers in the past few
months in Nigeria and they have pledged substantial in­
vestments into the country.

It said its latest drive is expected to result in reduced
market prices of vehicles of mass transportation of people
and essential goods in Nigeria and eventually in ECOWAS
countries given the savings on freight and valuable foreign
exchange. .

The group said it would market the finished products
through its extensive nation-wide distribution and after­
sales network and is working with various State govern­
ments to meet their needs on a timely basis.

dence did not correspond

Continued from Page 1
He abused the trust his em­
ployer had inhim. He is a bla­
tant liar as most of his evi-

while Shofolahan was sen­
tenced to 14 years for con­
spiracy and 17 years for at­
tempted murder.

She held that the sen-

with his statement," she said.
Justice Williams sen­

tenced Mohammed to 10
years for conspiracy and 18
years for attempted murder,

tences would be with hard
labour and would take effect
from October 7, 1999 when
they were first arraigned.
(NAN)

Reps threaten to arrest rrew
Gbom-Gbom Jos-~7'otbers

Adesanya: Abacha's driver gets 28 years' jail term

corrupt administration are
also presently enjoying gov­
ernment patronage. These are
clear indication that the
Yar'Adua government has no
plans to tackle corruption,"
Ezugwu said. .

He said that the adminis­
tration no longer has any hid­
ing place since the trial of the
Halliburton case in theUnited
States has indicted highly
placed Nigerians, whom gov~
ernment is now trying to pro­
tect.

He said, "It is obvious that
government's plan is to treat
the Halliburton case as an­
other Siemens, power probe
report or Electoral reform re­
port, by setting up series of
committeesthatwill eventually
sweep the case under the car­
pet.

They however forgot that
the game is up for them as the
US has already named them."

By AbbasJimobe Conference of Ni­
geria Political Parties
(CNPP) has said the

Halliburton Scam is the last
opportunity for President
Umaru Yar'Adua toassureNi­
gerians that his anti-corrup­
tion probe is not mere lip ser­
vice. .

Secretary General of the
organisation, Willy Ezugwu,
said yesterday in a statement
that the Halliburton Scam has
__now become the test case for
"an administration that Nige­
rians no longer trust" and that -
the only way out for the ad­
ministration is to name those
indicted in the case.

He said thatNigeria iswit­
nessing another Siemens
scandal in the making, as the
German firm is now back in
business in the country, while
those named in the graft are
stillwalking free.

"It can only happen inNi­
geria; even companies black­
listed by the immediate past

about the deal and has been working closely with the Jus­
tice Office of the United States to get the documents offi­
cially.

"The judgment is under seal, you are talking as if we are
the people who sealed the names in the court. So you can't
get the names except the US government releases it under
declassified information, you are talking as if the president
has the names.

"Let me make it clear to you, government does not pros­
ecute on newspaper pages. If somebody said Ivoted $40
million for you, which is his own wish, and if the money
does not reach you, can I come and prosecute you because
in his book he wrote $40 million?

"There must be evidence that must be tendered to show
that that money was handed over to you. Is it through wire
transfer, is it through somebody? So these are some of the
things we want to establish. The main fact that somebody
wrote in his book that I have voted $40million for bribing

. you does not mean that you have taken the bribe. He can
vote that money and pocket his money," the minister said.

Continuedfrom Page 1
tions of former military rulers General Sani Abacha and Gen­
eral Abdulsalami A{>ubalccu-,and the civilian regime of Chief
Olusegun Obasanjo. The Nigerians involved in the scan­
dal were yet to be officially named.

"We have discovered that $150million of the bribe
. money is in Zurich," Aondoakaa said. "That is the first
shocking discovery. The entire money is $180 million,
$150million is already trapped in Zurich."

He said the government would not spare any Nigerian
found culpable in the bribery scandal.

On how the discovery was made, the minister said, "I
went to the US and we had a useful information. For me,
even if you are talking to me sharing ideas with me, Imust
have all the information authenticated by the government,
and the US government has been very friendly to us."

On why it is taking the government a long time to com­
mence prosecution of the Nigerians involved, Aondoakaa
said the judgment was made under seal and it would only
be made available to the government on request.

He said Nigeria has requested for the full information

Halliburton, a test case
for Yar'adua - CNPP

FG traces $150m bribe to Swiss bank
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ByAbbas .flDloh governmentmoney is not just more in our programmes, like
here is it you carry it. registration, elections and so

govemorship election inEkiti "We have to follow the on. We are going to improve
-State.He was speaking at the due process, know the num- by paying them just as we get
INEC Press Corps (IPC)_ bers and pass the money their lists and we send it to
monthly interactive forum through their coordinators; their directorates to give them
tagged 'hot seat'. Irregulari- that is why the delay some- the allowances."
ties in past elections have times, we coordinate with On the Ekiti re-run elec­
beenblamed on incompetence their directorate who identi- tions slated for April 25,
and compromise by ad-hoc fies who is who. But as the Kaugama said the commis­
electoral officials. corps members may some- sion is ready with logistics for

Kaugarna said some of the thing like part of us as an- the election and that ad-hoc
problems noticed in the usage nounced by the chairman, we staff that engaged are cur­
of the corps members would are going to involve them rently undergoing training.
be addressed saying, "For the [---"'------'=:.__----__:_-__:_::='--..:.:.~:.::£.::.=:£...:==~

2011elections and for the per- Police vow to stamp out
manent staff, as at now we are
operating within what has .election malpracticebeen provided for us, we were
given the same amount for the TIe Inspector General of I
budget of this year the same Police,Mike Okiro said L. __ B_::_y_Mi_os_b_ah_u_B_as_hir_o_ _j

with what we operated with fficers and men of the police in elections will deter-
last year for our personnel force will henceforth safe- mine its success and that the
cost, so we cannot hire per- guard election officials and police will keep away from all
manent staff for now:,but the teri 1 . futur 1 tI·rna ena s m e e ec ons acts capable of denting their
ad-hoc staff,we can, ifneces- ith . t t . 1WI a VIew 0 s oppmg e ec- image in thepublic.
sary. But for 2011, we would toral malpractices. Officers and men of the
wait and seewhat would hap- Okir told . li f.o semorpo ceo - Nigerian Police have beenpen in 2010 for our personnel fi t t··icers a a mee mg m ,blamed for irregularities and
cost, really we need it but we Maiduguri, Borno State that c.
have to get the money to hire policemen have learnt a lot in failure of past elections in the
them." the previous elections to en- country as they were accused

On the engagement With able them make future elec- of aiding rigging by some
the corps members, he said, tions free and fair beginning party and electoral officials.
"The corps members behaves from the 2011 general elec- The Governor of Borno
like they are still in the univer- tions. State Ali Modu Sheriff had
sities, when we went to He ,,?,; ~ 'C',..' ' ' • "hey have
Adamawa during the re-run been directed to plan well for to llii<';h"uy border patrol so
election they took us hostage, the 2011 elections and avoid as to halt trans-border crimes.
they said they were not going mistakes that could mar the He said the State shares bor­
to the field until they were elections from being free and der with three countries' and
given their allowances, but fair. is vulnerable to smuggling of
you know the transaction, the The IGP said the role of smallarms.

The Independent Na
tional Electoral Com
mission (INEC) has

said itwill engage only ad-hoc
staff for upcoming elections
in the country as there are no
funds to employ permanent
staff.

Secretary of the commis­
sion, Alhaji Abdulahi
Kaugama, said yesterday in
Ahuja that the commission
would rely more on the Na­
tional Youth Service Corps
(NYSC)membersforelections
includingtheupcoming re-run

From left: Project engineer Mathias Adoyi, Minister ofWorks, Housing and Uban Development Dr,Hassan Lawai and
Managing Director, Dantata and Sawoe,Mr.Udo Heidschuster, during the inspection ofAbujaAbaji-Lokoja road dualisation
project in Abuja on Tuesday

F~~~:8j
to humanity for the common
goal of all, the Senate Presi- 1-------------------------------------------

dent called for collaborative Ad h ta" tI t d t 2011 I ti nTDC~!~~~~~:~~~O:ll~f• OC S 0 COD DC e ec ODS -uu:
us contribute our respective
talents positively, therewill be
no problem that will be insur­
mountable."

''The.plight ofotherpeople­
always spurred me to serve. I
have an unflinching desire to
uplift the people especially the
lessprivileged.As longas I live
Iwill giveback to the societyin
a positive way. I am conscious
about the yearnings and aspi­
rations of our people. Iwill do
only those things that will up­
lift~d" Markexplained.

~

Despite problems fac
ingNigeria as anation
it will soon overcome

them and stand on its feet as
a strong and vibrant country:
Senate President Senator
David Mark has said. He was
speaking yesterday during a
prayer sessiontornarkhisfil "
birthday at his residence in
Abuja.

Senator Mark said that,
whatever can be done today
tomake Nigeria a better place
to live would not be compro­
mised no matter the odds say­
ing, "The Senate ismindful of
the plight of the ordinary man
and will continue to lay the
needed legislative framework
for the executive to deliver."

While restating his unwa­
vering commitInentto the ide­
als of nationhood and service

Custom boss tasks maritime service
providers on quality

TIe comptroller General I ByYuimsAbdulhamid I The company's boss
f theNigeria Customs called all stake holders in the

(CGC), Dr Benard- man, JosephAttah said. maritime industry to lend a
ShawNwadiallo has calledon Itsaid Nwadialo however helping hand towards the
service providers inmaritime commended Cotecna for its realisation of the 48 hours
industry especially those in- support to in ensuring that clearance time at the port, es­
volved in training of officers servers and other equipment pecially the Lagos sea port.
on scanning, image analysis were in place to facilitate the He saidCotecnapresently
and risk management to up recent ports decongestion ex-' has seven scanners as
the quality of their services in ercise. against four required by the
order to meet president The statement said, the contract to provide back up
Ya'adua 's 48 hours clearance managingDirectorofCotecna, and ensure uninterrupted ser-
at the nation's ports. Mr Tayo Rabiu who led the vices in the nation's ports.

Inspection and scanning delegation had told the CGC The Cotecna provides.
are usually done at the they were in hisoffice to con- training services for officers in
'Country's boarders by the gratuiate him on his recent ap- the· customs in the areas of
customs. pointInent.' image analysis and values ,

The CGC made the call Rabiu assured the leader-added services like privileged
while receiving a delegation ship of customs of his reportinterconnectivity,intel­
fromMessr Cotecna Destina- company's preparedness to ligence reports, and back roll­
tion Inspection Limited in his meet or surpass the targets of ing 50% cost of collective ser­
office in Abuja, a statement their contract before its expi- vices rendered to theNigerian
issued b Customs s okes- ration inZ012. Customs.

Nigeria will soon be out
of the woods -Mark

N

DonJt-gag senators, ACtelIsPDP
The Action Congress I I It said those Senators They visit their constitu- PDP hawks whose interests It therefore urged them

(AQy~sterday called ByMuideen Olaniyi want Mr President. to buckle encies regularly ~d can feel lie simply in feathering their to resist being labelled anti-
on ~beruling Peoples criticise the party, either on up and make the impact of the pulse of their people, own nest." Yar' Adua or being gagged

Democratic Party (PDP) not electoral reforms or any his administration felt by the who are simply not happy AC hailed the Senators by a 'starry-eyed' party chair,
~ogag members of the party other issue, the party attacks long-suffering people ofNi- with the non-performance of for their courage and forth- who is more-interested in
~ the S~na~efrom expre~s- such critics in a ferocious and geria adding, "They are the this administration. They rightness in calling the atten- having his party rule for roo
mg their displeasure With vicious manner, calling them true representatives of the should be proud to be repre- tion of the President to the years than seeing it make a
perf?~an<:e of the present names and describing the people who sent themto the senting their people well, and worsening conditions of liv- positive impact on the lives
administration. ._ opposition as being in 'tat- National Assembly. should not succumb to a few ing across the land. of Nigerians.

A statement Issued yes- ters' or lacking internal de­
terday in Lagos by AC Na- mocracy.
tional Publicity Secretary, ''Now, the critics are from
Alhaji LaiMohammed withinthePDP,andtheparty
criticised the PDP for seek- has moved fast to crush and
ing to gag its Senators who disowned them, s!mpl~ for
are critical of what the party
called slow pace of Umaru even seeking to goad' the
Musa Yar 'adua-Ied govern- snail-riding administration
ment. into action. Which_.Qa_!!yis

The party.was reacting in tatters IiOw'TWlllch party
agamst the-backdrop of the lacks internal democracy
comments credited to PDP now? Which party is so dis­
National Chairman, Prince dainful of freedom of speech
Vincent Ogbulafor, that the and democracy than the
so-called 'anti- Yar' Adua PDP?" AC queried.
Senators' are on their own. The party said the Sena-

AC said the remark has tors, who have used a
shown that the PDP cannot civilised means to convey to
tolerate enlightened dis- President Yar'adua that they
course and opinions that do are not happy with his
not conform to what it called administration's poor perf or­
PDP's 'jaundiced' stand on mance after almost two years
issues. in the saddle, are indeed the

"When PDP outsiders real friends of the President.
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Carter Center treats 6,500 guinea
T:~T.E~iworm cases in Nigeria '
casesofgumeawormsmceIt, , . _
commencedoperationinNi- be,h~ded overto theFederal counterpart fundmg s~lOuld badwater.It'b~~ tomani­
geria in 1988.The Resident Ministryof Healthto,~ for be ~onslste~tto ensureItsef- festayearafterapersorrmust
TechnicalAdviseroftheCen- anotherthreeyears.Miri listed fectivenessmthecontroland havetakensuchcontaminated
tre Dr EmmanuelMiri dis- somechallengesfacedby the totaleradicationofthe'disease. water.TheCentrealsoworks
closed this in Jos in an inter_Centre as low patronageby Speakingfurther,the tech- onotherdiseaseslikemalaria,
viewwithnewsmen,shortly ~ovemmentsat all levelsand nical adviser urged go:,ern- filarisis, river blindness,
after receiving an award rrregularpaymen~ofco~ter- m~t topaymoreattentl,?nto schistoma and trachoma in

from the North CentralStu- part funds. He saidthat~mce pnmaryhealthcareservices. eight other states in Nigeria.
dentsForum(NCSF).Miridis- theCentrewasdonor-driven, Guineawormisacquiredfrom (NAN)

closedthat the centrewould NeWS t bill · t
distributesixmilliondosesof 0 mo lise women agalns
Mectizan drugs this year to The National Council • sensitisationrallyatBarkiya
helpin thetreatmentofguinea of Women Societies vote buying village ofKurfi Local Gov-
worm,asagainstthefivemil- (NCWS)haspledged ernment against maternal
liondosesdistributedin2008. tomobiliseNigerianwomen FromLawallbrahim, and child mortality and girl
Toensureeffectivecontrol to reject advances from Katsina childeducationorganisedin

of thedisease,Miridisclosed money bag politicians who conjunctionwith!PASNige-
thattheCentreusuallyoffera lure voters with money antics negate the people's ria.
rewardofNl 0,000toanyper- ahead of the 2011 general desire tohave crediblelead- She said thewomenwere
sonwhoofferedinformation elections in the country. ershipandrendertheminca- strategising ahead of 20II
onaconfirmedcaseofthedis- The national President of pable of performingand re- andnot onlywould they not
ease. the council, Hajiya Ramatu specting the yearnings and respect the vote purchasers
He said that the Centre Bala Usman who disclosed aspirationsof the electorate. but would equallypress for

wouldroundup its interven- this to newsmen in Katsina Mrs. Bala Usman was affirmative action to allow
tion in guineaworm control said experience had shown speaking to Daily Trust in them participate and bring
this afterwhichitwould that their vote purchasing Katsina while leading a in 2011.

INEe Secretary Alhaji Abdullahi Kaugama (left) speaking to newsmen in Abuja on the activities of INEe and the
preparations forApril2Sth re-run electioninEkiti State yesterday.With him is INEeactingDirector ofPublicAffairs,
~~~!!;!_IJ~uel Umenger. Pic:NAN.

the government to follow
whatever due process the
U.S. might lay down in get­
ting the names of the in­
dicted persons, to serve as
deterrent to others.
TheFederal Government

had on Tuesday vowed to
prosecute and make public
the names ofNigerians cul­
pable in the $180 million
Halliburton scam, after ob­
taining it fromtheU.S. gov­
ernment.(NAN)

government to expose the
bribe takers, as a good step
that would strengthen the
fight against corruption.
On the inability of the

federal government to
quicklysecurethe releaseof
the names of the affected
Nigerian officials from the
U.S.government,theASUU
leader observed that it
mightbe as a result of secu­
rity implications. .
Nevertheless, he urged

cern that the government
was yet to be in possession
of the names of "the high
ranking" Nigerian officials
involvedin the scam,Olowe
cautioned against any at­
tempt to play politics with
thematter.
"If theprosecutionwill be

holistic, itwill aide the fight
against corruption," Olowe
noted.
The union leader de­

scribedthe statementby the

An academic union
leader, Dr. Ayo
Oloweyesterdayin

Lagos warned the Federal
Government against selec­
tiveprosecutionofNigerian
officials culpable in the
Halliburtonbribe saga.
"Let us watch and see

whether all the people in­
volved would not be selec­
tively prosecuted," Olowe,
who is the University of
LagosChairmanof theAca­
demic Staff Union of Uni­
versity (ASUU) told news-

...............__.__ ....._-_....•.._-_. ......_•....

ASUU leader warns FG on
Halliburton scandal

N
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AHOdateDlr_H_ ReilOUl'CH
Jobresponsibilities

lead the human resources team at the country office in functional areas inclUding developing job specifications, staff
recruitment, employee ",lations, benefits administration, compen$alion, HRIS.and staff development
Provide leadership in-the development and implementation off HINigeria's human resource strategy
Provide technical direction and oversight on com~liance to ronal offices on human resource matters

Minfmum requirements
B.Sc.and AMLSCN,B.MLS0( AMLSCNand FMlSCN
Minimum of 5 years post-HYSC experience with a minimum of 3 years experience in the proviSion of laboratory
support (QrHIV!AIDS
Sound understandlng.)f HIV/AIDStechnieallssues
Familiarity with the Nigerlin public sector health system and NGOs and C80s Is highly desirable

Laboratory Officer
JobresponSibilities

L";ise with the Senior Laboratory Advisor and the coumry office laboratory technical officers to provide technical
support to implement high quality laboratory services in the GHAINproject within the state
Coordinate the,day-to-day ope-rations of aU laboratory servicesalthe state lewl
Coordinate laboratory support serviceS for counseling and testing, HIVclinical care including 01management ART,
and PMTCTat the state level
Coordinate the setting up of ARTlaboratory servkes at the state facility leyel
Coordinate inventory management and stocktaklnll systems of GHAINlaboratory servicesat the state level
Represent·'IWGHAIN on issUl!$of HIV/AIOSlaboratory management at the state level '

Minimum requiremenN
Bachelor's degree in the physical sciences, medical labo.arory sciences. microbiology, mclecular biology or related
field with 5.)iears.post-NYSC experience in laboratory quality management
Wor.king kn.owled~ (Of dinical laboratory equipment
Proven skillsin ctin;Qj,~-aSsessmeBtiridcreative:prol5lem·solving win be an advantage- - ~
Certmcationlllc.ense to practice asa rilL'CiicaUabo,arory scientist isa plus
~amiliarity with. the Nigerian public sectorhealth system and NGOs and CBOs is highly desirable

Labo,atc!tY QWoIityOfficer
Jobresponsibilities

Provide t<.'Chnicalsupport, assistance and advi.;" on is~ues relating to quality within the laboratories
Contribute to implementation.development and co-ordination ofquality precesses, including adherence to re!<>v""'..-r__"'-
professional standards and guidelines, and invol~ll1ent with laboratory clinical governance iss led· . h
Provide technical support in updating and developing quality policy, tools, SOP .' _ 'I - , a lon~re at to t ."
implementation of laboratory services for HIV/AIDS,opportu ',.,' d . and rna ana care an treatment In
collaboration with technical staff-within FHI ' te an local agencIes in Nigen ..
Work closely with M&;E ry ,staff to ensure that laboratory quality related dilta, e,g. profiCiency
testing and r ,. ' equately captured In theDHIS and LAMIS . .'

'_. rts on the progress of laboratory quailfy assurance (QAl, quality control (OC) and profiCIency testing
activities ,I
Manito' QA and OC activities of the laboratory in order to determine conformance with established policies, national
.regulations, or accreditation requirements
Coordinate the distribution of PTsamples to resp<'Ctive facilities and timely collection and submission of results to PT
providers ' .

Minimllm requirements
Mastel'S degree in public health or the beh~vioral sciences with 5-7' years experience (B'sc, with 7-9 years
experience)
At least 5 years in HIVIAIDS programn:oing
Experience working with NGOs and CBOs
Strong knowledge of HIVlAIDSprogramming and of project monitoring

Job responsibilities
, Work with the zonal manager to provide support to and coordinate the FHI Nigeria activities in accordance with
USAIDand PEPFARguidelines and regulations
ASSist in strengthening a systelll of repor.ting 0(1 program prog"'~'S against stated objectives and monitoring and
. evaluation framewcrkS
Assist the ronal manager in developing program strategies, subproject documems. work plans and budgets
Superllise the work ofthe program offic.,r and state M&Ecfficer
Assist the zonaJ O).anagerJ,,¥ovIdingprograrnmatlc a$sistance (O'lo(al FHI partners in HIV/AIDSISTIprogramming
Work with- ipe zonal- manager to oversee technical capacity building activities at the national, state ·and·1oca1
government levels and for local Implementing agencies
Remain informed on rurrent programs and research In STIMIV/AIDSand work dosely with international prevention
specialists
Perform other duties asmal'. be assigned by the zonal manager

seniot:Pnlgnom OffiCer
Under the supervision of the Zonal Manager, provide suppon to and.coordination in program planning. design, review and
the monitoring of project activities to the country and field offices, .

Minimum reqIJirements
MOOS/MDwith 1-3'yearS experience in dinicalCare with sound understanding of HIVIAIDS
2-3years experience in the provision of ARTin resource-c:onstralned setting.
Postgraduate degree in public health is desirable '
Familiarity with the Nigerian public sector health system and NGOs,and CBOs is an advantage

Job responsibilities
Coordinate the implememation of components related to clinical management of HlV!AlDSand PMTCTat.the (acility
le";';l' " .' ..
Contribute to the deveiopment of lessons learnt from programs and projects related to cfinlcal manag~ment of HIV/
AIDSand PMTCTand apply these lessons to moditY existing programs arid improve the design of new programs
Assist in str~'flgthening reporti"g sys.tems oj'l progratn progress against stated objeLtives .
Contribute to thedevelopment of program strategies, subproject documents, work plans and budgets

Clinii:al Services Office,
With the Senior Me<:!kalSer\lices.OfiK~, the-€Olinltar5ervices oti\ce;-~iUprovide technical and programmatic support to
-impiemeiii high quality care and support activities with primary focus' on dinical management :Of HlVlAIDSand PMTCTa.t
the zonal and state levels.

Note:The officer may be required to live at the ~te location .ifspecific site is too far from the zonai office,

MimrnClmrequirements
MBSSlMD and MPH or related postgraduate qualification (MBSSor MDwith additional experience will be
considered)

Job responsibiUties
Work with others in the zonal office and the LAMISfacility staff to ensure that activities at the sites are appropriate. and
meet govemment.donor and project needs
Interact with the M&E offi~ of SACA/SASCe other implementing agencies and local research groups on needs to
eMure that these'parties can unde.rstand and support the system
Work with the LAMISfPHEfacility staff to ensure that daily data entry activities at the sites.are done in time to ,provide
up·ta-date and valid data for timely program reporting on all program areas .
Manage contact tracking of defaulters,.patients on ART,facility inventory and analyze patient outcomes and program
servke quaffty
Provide direct technical assistance and capacity building in HIV{AIDSclinical management, PMTCT,monitoring and
e\'o)luation.LAMIS"and other program areas
Perform other related duties as assigned

Clinical !ier¥i«Offlc:..- (LAMIS)
The Clinic;alService Officer (lAMIS),under the superVision of the Zonal Senior Medical Se,vice$.Advisor and the Zonal Manager
Is responsible for the implementation of clinical and monitoring and evaluation activities, including the l.afiya Management
Information System (LAMIS)and the provision of technical and programmatk support for implementing high quality carel
support activities with primary focus on clinical management of HIVfAIDS,TB,RH,01management. PMTCT,.HASTand facility
logistics managL>rnent at the LAMIS/public health evaluation facilities in the zones.

Job responsibilities
Work with others in rile zonal office and local implementing partners to ensure that zonal monitoring and evaluation
activities are appropriate and meet the donor and project:s M&E needs .
Work with local pattners to support the correct Implementation and use of monitoring and evaluation toob, and
ensure adherence to comple~e, correct and timely ,eporting
Conduct routine monitoring visits' to ,project sites; induding the conduct of data quality assessments (OQAs) uSj'ng
official tools' .
Assist in the preparation of monthly reports and pr.ovide supportive supervision
Provide direct technical assistance and capacity building in the design and implementation of t
monitoring and enhanced evaluation components of the activities in the communi . -
On a monthly basts, analyze state-level data and provide.reports to sta .. onafoffices.and local partners
Participate in project assessrnents.evaluetions and design _ en' (equest<!d
Represent FHI and make presentations. at nat meetings and conferences related to' monitoring aod
evaluation

-Minimumr~~u;;~ . . _. .'. '-
• M£H, MD ~imilar degree in monitoring ·arid -evalUation. midil:ine; pl!annacy, or r~ed field experience in

. ;;'onitoril1g and evaluation in repreductlve health or HiV/AIDSprograms in developi!'lg countries
1-3 years experience in monitoring and evaluation in large HIVIAIDSprograms at national or international level
Experience working r<ith local partners, including NGOs and CBOs and knowledge of the local context
Familiarity with USAIDprograms is preferred

Monitoring and Evaluation <>ffiuI'
The Monitoring and Evaluation Officer. under the .$upervision of the Zonal Senior Monitoring and Evaluation Officer.
and Zonal Manag!,r, and with techni",1 oversight from the Director of Monitoring and Evaluation. is respoMible for the
implementation of monitoring and evaluation activities tor th" zonal offi~e.

Minimum requirements
Health related diploma' and PIJDor si.milar degree)n monitQri"g and evaluation or related field
8-10 years experience in monitoring and evaluation in large HIVIAIDSprograms at national or intemationallevel .
Sound knOWledge of statistics and publiC health '
Experience in working with focal partners, induding host governments. NGOs and CBOs
Knowledge of the Nigerian local eon~xt is an asset as well as familiarity with USAIDand PEPFARprograms

Job responsibilities. "
Provide technical inPU~ to improve and facilitate t~ delivery'of sound technical assistance in M&£. including to the
Government of Nigeria (GON)an.d United states Gqvemment (USG)upon request
Collabolate closely with other major stakeholders. 'such as ·the,.Unitled Nations family or the Nigerian Country
Coordinating Mechanism to panidpate in the implementation and improvement <If the national M&Eeffort in Nigeria
Support the Director of M&Eii. managing the FHIM&E Departnwnt, defi(ling strategies, goals.,objectives and Working
plan,and monitoring their implementation
DiYectlysuPervise the FHJ zonal offiC«M&EteamS; and facilitate; monitor (lnd improve the support Of the Ail co'mtry
office M&E team to the state M&EtealllS.assi$ting,them to maintain high standards of performance in all their local M&E
activities •
Take a leadership "''''' in all quality assurance/quality improvement processes :";thin FHINigeria and its implementing
agencies '. . , . .' , .
Foster FHI's relationships with key counterparts at the national level. especially from the ·National Agency for the
Control of AIDSand the National HIY/AIDSand STIDivision of the federal MinistrY of Health to facilitate synergies dnO-
guar<lntee harmony between FHIand'GON M&£ actiYities. " '
~w,'Vam:late, share and present rJig";lar FHIMlli reports to·be used by variOU5stakeholders (health workers in
serviCe deUvery points, public health pr'acdtioneT~ inGOMor USG,technical officers and management infHI)

Associate Director,Monitoring and Evaluation
The Associate Director Monitoring ''I''d Evaluation provides fE_oacI<m.hjpcj'HII~monitoring and evaluation (M&E)activitieS for
Family Health International~n Nigeria,

Family Health
International

Since 1971, Family Heaith International (FHI) has been at the forefront of public hea·lth research and intervention programs in
the developing eountrtes. In collaboration with national governments, local communities and leading research Institutions,
FHI delivers services and conducts researeh-ln HIV/AIDS, other infectious diseases and reproductive health to improve the
lives and well-being of some' of the world's· most vulnerable populations. In Nigeria, FHI is engaged in providintJ public health
services and undertaking research in HIV/AI~S. T8 and reproductive 'health, in partnership with the Government of Nigeria. To
strengthen our operations in the country, we are seeking qualified candidates for the following. positions:

/
I

1-l.years clinical experience in HIV/AIDSprograms in de~loping countries with ;dditionaI1-2 years working with
facility level data ,. .
Experience working with local partners, including NGOs and CBOs,and knowledge of the local context
Understanding of the poJiticaland ethical issues surrounding HIVin(ec:tion .
Ability to work with government facility staff
Good analytical and software skills and ability to pay attention to detail
Experience with standard statistical software (STATAor SPSS) is an added advantage
Well developed written and oral communkation skills
Familiarity with USAIDprograms is preferred
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While supporting the
position of the- NBC boss,
representative of the Vice
president, Ojayeifa Soyinka
reminded the committee on
the consequence of
contradictions to sections of
the constitution contained
in the bill.
Earlier, the sponsor of the

bill, David Idoko and the
chairman of the special
duties committee, Samson
Osagie told the gathering
that the bill if passed would
turn around the fortunes of
the NBC and ease out the
various boundary disputes
across the country.

matter."
"If commissioners are

permanent as proposed
who' they would report to,
would they report to the DG
or the vice president whose
appointment is temporal",
Diggi asked
The DG said any

amendment to the existing
act must make provision
for appointment of 37
commissioners to
represent each of the 36
states of the federation and
the FCT.

of the affected state were
usually co-opted into the.
committee to discuss the

passage of the bill that seeks
to give commissioners
permanent status would
make supervisory, control
and regulatory role of the
chairman (Vice President)
impossible, the position of
the chairman was part time
which limits him from having
powers over full time
commissioners. "
According to him, the six

part time commissioners
from the six geopolitical
zones represent the entire
nation and not the sub­
region of their origin saying,
"In matters of dispute
between states, governors

Representatives Joint
Committee on Special Duties
and Justice that the move is
unnecessary and bound to
be counterproductive.
The Office of vice

president of the federal

TIeNational BoundaryCommission (NBC)
has opposed a

proposed bill seeking to
amend its act, to give
commissioners permanent
status.
Speaking at a public

hearing on the amendment
bill, Director-General of the
NBC, Sadiq Marafa Diggi
told members of House of

NBC opposes bill to amend law'

were carried out without
recourse to the Magistrate
Court as none of the
plaintiffs was ever brought
before a Magistrate Court
for violation of the Abuja
Parks and Gardens
Regulation2005.nor given an
opportunity to defend
themselves before being
issued a contravention
notice or shutting down
their parks.

2nd and 3rd defendants

!!aily Trust, Thursday, A.e_ril.9,2009
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'FCT minister risks jail over contempt
FCT Minister-Senator By Atika Bala) order the defendants to An 11 point affidavit

Adamu Aliero and the pay each of them the sum deposed to by Secretary of
Director of Parks and law regulating the operation of N500, 000 daily as cost theAssociation, Jimmy Ineke

Recreation Isa Shaibu risk of parks and gardens in the' for money they lose on a averred that the plaintiffs
being sent-tojail for violating Territory. daily basis as a result of the were allocated various open
court orders as they refused In the suit filed through parks being shut down. spaces by the Abuja
to desist from sealing Parks their Counsel the plaintiffs Justice Abubakar Talba Metropolitan Management
and Gardens in the Federal averred that the powers to had in his ruling granted the Agency (AMMA) for the
Capital Territory. issue regulations as it relates plaintiffs' application for an sum ofN500, 000 each and
A notice of Consequence to the operation and closure interim order restraining the huge sums of money was

of Disobedience to orders of of parks and gardens in the Minister and his agents spent to develop the parks.
court served on the Minister FCT .lies with the Area from closing the parks and • He stated that his counsel
and Director stated that Councils. wdens but the Minister had disclosed to him that
"Unless you obey the They asked the Court to and Director did not heed. the President of the Federal
directions in this order you
will be guilty of contempt of
court and will be liable to be
committed to prison."
The Association of Parks

and Garden owners had
through their Counsel,
Samson Ameh (SAN), and
Orji Nwafor-Orizu sought
and obtained an order of an
FCT High Court restraining
the Minister and his agents
from closing down parks and
gardens in the FCT and
demolishing any structure
therein pending the hearing
and determination of their'
suit.
The plaintiffs had

dragged President Umaru
Yar'adua and Senator Aleiro
to an Abuja High Court
challenging the powers of
the President to make the
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as secretary.'
Diggi submitted that

national boundary was a
sensitive matter that
touches on. national
security adding, "The

the Director General serves

republic had also opposed
the proposed amendment
saying that the proposed
amendment bill would run
contrary to the
constitutional provision
which makes the vice
president part time
chairman ofNBC withwhile

By Tashikalmah Hallah i
& NasidiA.Yahaya .
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Republic of Nigeria lacks
the power to make such
regulations as the
aforesaid powers are
vested in the Area
Councils; and the
aforementioned 2nd
(Aliero) and 3rd
defendants (AMMA) also
lack the powers to seal,
demolish and issue
contravention notices to
the plaintiffs.
He said the actions of the



PUBLIC NOTICE
"CAVEAT EMPTOR"

The attention of the Management of the lSaduna
State Development and Property Company
Limited has been drawn to the illegal and
unauthorized lease and sale of plots of land within
the Company's land holdings in the foltowing
locations:
i, Land around KSDPC Kudenda Housing Estate

near PVC pipesNasarawaKaduna,covered by
CofONo. KD 16119

H. Land around Ung. Muazu Housing Estate near
ITFofficecoveredbyCofONo. KD 16123

2. The general public is hereby warned 'that
anyonewho takes part in any kind of transaction in
the aforestated locations does so at his or her own
risk.

3. BEWARNEDiiiiil1i

A lhajiM ..... ed Lamin, the Yobe State co .. tor of
Yar'aduW'Gopdlnck2007presidentialcampaignOi'garusation
yesterday formally left the ruling Peoples Dl<mocratic

Party (PDP) andpic,jcedappointment as commissionerunder the
platform of theAll J;{igeriaPeoples Party (ANPP).When asked
byWayaDagari representing Jakusko State Constituencyunder
whichplatformhewas acceptingbis appointmentascommissioner,
Muhammed Lamin.said "Of course under the platform of the
ANPP collected myparty membership the time
the wasmade rome.clwantteaoinmv

Daily Trust Thursday, April 9, 2009

Jigawa to train 3,000 birth attendants

T o tackle infant and Lamido said plans had. Dutse recently was
maternal mortality, been concluded to select 3,000 conceived to addre.ss the
the Jigawa government women for training on basic problems of the people and

says it would train 3,000 hygiene and modem skills to not.a political jamboree.
traditional birth attendants. ensure safe delivery. He said Earlier Inhis address, Bello
Governor Sule Lamido said the training itself was in said he was m Dutse to. . dISCUSShow the bank would
this ye~terday m Dutse wh~n resp?~se to ~hecall made ~y partner with the state
he received a team from Unity traditional birth attendants ill government on the
Bank PIc. led by ItsManagmg the state. He added that the establishment of a regional or
Director, Alhaji Fallalu Bello. Talakawa Summit held in state-wide bank.

Rep. alleges plan to derail Yar' adua's govt
A!clique of Northern From Ismail Mudashir, House of Representatives, they don't have the interest

eaders comprising 'Kaduna Alhaji Ghali Umar Na'abba of the North in their hearts,
etired army generals Garba Matazu has revealed. and the former Minister of . they don't have the interest

and high ranking politicians Speaking with newsmen Defence, Alhaji Lawal of the country at heart and
are making moves to thwart in Kaduna, Matazu who Batagarawa are being used they don't believe in God, all
President Umaru Musa Yar' represents MusawalMatazu by the clique to advance their what they are doing are for
adua's administration, a federal constituency at the cause. their own selfish .interests
member of the House of National Assembly alleged "These people are and not for anybody. We
Representatives, Dr Shehu that the former Speaker of the unpatriotic Northern leaders, have their list and very soon

we are going to make all theirFire r.~zes.Rinoim General Hospital names known to the public,"e.a. he said. Matazu who is a

A midnight fue' .' "Oth ti t thr t b f th1£ d R" From Yusha'u Afbrahim saying er pa len s ee erm mem er 0 e
engu e mgim Dulse' should be transferred to House of Representatives
Local Government D G IH . I dvi d h N hG IH .tal I d' t damage and to effect utse enera ospital . a VIse t e ort ern

th~ne~~str~sftlion e~/nliv~ immediate supply of .all Conducting. .the leaders to tum over a new
d t t d h it I relevant drugs to the hospital governor round the hospital, leaf and support the
ep.ar metsns arthnb'll~sPl af within 24 hours Governor the state Commissioner for administration of President

equipmen wo 1 ions o L' id I d' d thei Health Dr Ibrahim Yar'adua,addingthatheand. . Th fi D'1 T t ami 0 a so or ere 0 er ,.
naira; ere, ai y rus general hospitals in Muhammad Nashabaru told like minds were ready to face
le~rn~, e~pted at about 12 neighboring local the governor that the cause the masterminds of the plot.
midnigh Wednesday from governments to assist the of the fire was yet to be He promised the clique;
one of the departments and affected local government known, as according to him "it will be fire for fire for them
lat~r .escalated to other with needed drugs and other there was no electricity at the because we are willing to
buildings. The affected relevant equipment to enable time of the incident. defend our president to any
dep~rt~ent~ are X-ray, it continue with its normal He said the inferno razed level even ifis it to lose our
admll~.1Strat1v_e block, services pending the the administrative building lives but before we take our
scanning section, records renovation of the destroyed and several other blocks that decision on them we are
office and pharmacy hospital. housed the x-ray advising them to desist from
dep~ent. He further directed the department, scanning their bad act so that we can

Dally Trust learnt that state Ministry of Health to section and consultancy collectively move our
although source of .the fire decongest the hospital, amonz others. country forward."
could not be ascertam at the b

time of filing this report,
sources within the hospital
said it might not be an
electrical fault.

The state governor,
Alhaji Sule Lamido, who
visited the scene directed the
setting up of an adhoc
committee under the
leadership of the Chief of
Staff,AlhajiAminu Ringim to
ascertain the extent of

Benue CNPP flays suspension of LG chairmen.
Barely five days after some chairmen are the same Benue State House of

Governor Gabriel .1 From Hir Joseph, Makurdi 1 offences being committed by Assembly, Williams Edoh
SuswamofBenue State council chairmen in Katsina- while ruling on the suspension

suspendedtheOgbadiboLocal formonthsnow,but there is no Ala, Otukpo, Vandeikya, ofAgada,regrettedthat thetwo
Government chairman, Mr. statement on the said Ohimini,Agatu,GwerWestand past suspensionsrecommended
ClementAgadatopavewayfor investigation which their Konshisha,respectively. by the Assembly had not
investigationsintoallegedmal- suspensionwas topavewayfor. BabaAgan alleged that the yielded any fruits as council
administration,chairmanof the Yetthe governorrose lastweek suspensions were initiated to chairmenin the statecontinued
Conference of All Nigerian to put another chairman on arm-twist chairmen to with the same financial
Parties (CNPP)inthe state,Mr. suspension. The CNPP compromise so that godfathers impropriety. It was reported
BabaAgan has challenged the chairmandescribedthemoveas wouldcontinueto draincouncil last week that crisis has
governor to produce the result "p laying poIiti cs with the fundsintotheirprivatepockets. engulfed13councilsin thestate
of the suspension also served people",sayingthesuspensions He challenged Governor as the chairmen are facing
on the first two chairmen. weremeanttoservepoliticaland Suswarn to come out with the threatsof suspensionfromtheir

The first two chairmen- personal interests of the findingsof the investigationson respective legislative councils
namely Terlumun Akputu of godfathers, and not initiated to the firsttwochairmenorreverse forallegedmisappropriationof
Kwande and Simon Abua of correcfthesuspendedchairmen. their .suspensions with funds and nonperformance in
Gbokoservedsuspensionsand Besides,he allegedthat the apologies. the last 15 months they have
have all returned to their beats offencesfetchingsuspensionfor Deputy Speaker of the been inoffice.

From left: Chairman, House Committee on Special Duties, Samson Osage; Chairman, House Committee on Justice,
Henry Dickson; and Chairman, House Committee on State and Local Government David Idoko during the public hearing
to amend the National Boundary Commission Act, held at the National Assembly, Abuja, on Tuesday, Pic: Felix Onigbinde.

--~



Kwara var-sity gets
interim chairman

r·-·--·--······-----From·MustafaAbUbak3r~n~ri;Z--·-·----]
e Kwara State Executive Council (SEC) yesterday
appointed the Chairman, Code of Conduct
Bureau, Prof. Shuaib Oba AbdurRaheem as the

Interim Chairman Governing Council of the state
university. With the appointment, the Oba will be
working with other members who are to be put in place
by the state ministry of Education, Science and
Technology. This was disclosed yesterday at a briefing
by the state Commissioner for Information and Home
Affairs, Mr. Ben Dutoye after the council meeting in
Ilorin. Responding to questions from newsmen, the
State Commissioner for Education, Science and
Technology, Alhaji Bolaji Abdullah affirmed that with
the appointment of Prof. Shuaib Oba AbdurRaheem, the
technical committee of the institution stands dissolved,
adding that the approval of other members was for the
chairman and the parent ministry.

operators to desist from
conveying excess luggage
and advised- passengers
not to patronize such
overloaded vehicles as
they stand the risk of being
dislodged at the point of
arrest.

endeavour to ensure
compliance and also show
leadership by example. In
·a related development,
the Acting Zonal
Commanding Officer has
warned starlet and
compact vehicle
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whi le speaking with
newsmen in his office. He
said the zone comprising
Sokoto, Kebbi and Zamfara
States had been noted for
the abuse er traffic
regulations.
He said political party

vehicles within the zone do
not carry vehicle
registration numbers and
official papers, adding that
in most cases the drivers
do not have licenses.
Attah advised defaulters
to register their vehicles.
He disclosed that about
eight vehicles belonging to
different political parties in
the zone were presently
being held by his men on
special patrol. He urged
traditional rulers and titles
holders to ensure proper
registration of their
vehicles, stressing that as
traditional rulers, they
should assist in the
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NANS said ChiefEtono
had performed well in his
constituency where he
constructed two bridges
and procured 11
transformers for
communities in the area.
Comrade Igwe also

used the opportunity to
state the readiness of
NANS to assist
government in achieving
its agenda. Responding,
Chief Etono said he was
overwhelmed by the
mammoth crowd of
Nigerian students that
came to honor him,
adding "It is the first time
I am receiving an award
in my life. It is a sign that
the future holds so many
good things for me". He
promised to contribute
more to the development
of his constituency and
the nation.

NANS, Comrade Martin
Igwe who spoke in Abuja at
a ceremony in honour of an
illustrious son of Benue
from Apa-Agatu Federal
constituency, Chief Adamu
Etono urged members ofthe
National Assembly to give
the agitation a solid
backing.
According to the NANS

scribe, the people of Apa
would have the dividends
of democracy and the
trickling down effect of
pragmatic leadership and
representation if credible
people are voted into power.
Igwe described the
conferment of'Icon of hope'
award on Chief Etono by
the association as a burden
that would spur him to better
performance.

L _.__ _..__._ _ _ _ .

By Sunday Ejike
BenjaminN igerian students

under the National
Association of

Nigerian Students (NANS)
say they want Apa State
created out ofBenue State
because the Idoma
speaking people of the
state would be better offif
the agitation materializes.
According to the
students, their position is
premised on their
observation of the
deprivation of the Idomas
in the present political
setting in the state.
The student union which

threw its weight behind the
agitation for the creation of
Apa State noted that there
was nothing political or ill
motivated about the
agitation, adding that the
call for the creation of the
state is appropriate.
The Secretary General of

NANS enlists support for Apa State

Department (SCID) Panti,
Yaba for further
investigation.

Mba also disclosed
that the stabbing to death
of a middle aged man
during a free-for-all fight
along the Ipaja road near
Agege.

The police spokesman
who identified the
deceased simply as.
Kassy, said a suspect was
arrested when some
policemen from the Agege
police station visited the
scene.

Mba said that the
corpse had been taken to
the public mortuary for
autopsy 'while
investigation continues.
(NAN)

where the bandits engaged
the police. He added that
the case .had been
transferred to the State
Criminal Investigation

IGP Mike Okiro

The police in Lagos
yesterday said it
killed one robbery

suspect in a gun battle
with some bandits at Ojo
road in Ajegunle area of
the state. The command
Police Public Relations
Officer, Mr Frank Mba told
newsmen that a team of
anti-robbery policemen
from the Apapa police
station had the encounter
with the bandits on
Tuesday. He said one
locally made gun and one
Iive cartridge were
recovered from the dead
robber.
According to the PRO,

the Police team responded
to a distress call at a shop
located at NO. 77, Ojoroad

association was informed
by the "leadership
qualities and selfless
service" of Governor
Mahmuda Aliyu Shinkafi
to people of Zamfara.
He said the group felt

T he Federal Road
Safety Commission
in Sokoto says it is

disturbed by the breach
of traffic regulations on
highways in the zone. The
-Ac ting Zonal
Commanding Officer, Mr.
Yakubu Attah made the
disclosure yesterday

Police kill robbery
suspect in Lagos

FRSC flays abuse of traffic rules

the governor's speech
when he left ANPP.
Alhaji Bello Auta noted

that the speech had been
translated into Hausa and
Arabic ajami so that
people could see the vision
the governor has and why
he left ANPP to avoid
misinterpretation.

for promotion of peace to
educate people on
achievements of the
administration within the
period of its existence, to
counter negative
propaganda in the most
peaceful way and provide
employment for
unemployed youths in the

2011, and not only to
remain as governor of
Zamfara, but for the
future role he could play
in Nigerian politics for the
good of Zamfara State.
He said part of the
activities embarked upon
by the forum was the
enlightenment campaign

the need to invite other
Zamfara indigenes and
establish the forum to
support the governor in
achieving his objectives
and if possible,
encourage him to do more
for the benefit of the
people of the state. He
said the main objective of
the forum was to explore
more potentials of good
governance they saw in
the governor and try to
see how they could sell
such to people of the state
and let them know that he
is a God chosen leader.
According to Alhaji Auta,
the forum aims to move
Governor Shinkafi beyo~ld

A n association
known a-s' 'PDP
Vision for MAS

2011 and Beyond,' has
embarked on a campaign
to garner support for
Zamfara State governor,
Alhaji Mahmuda Aliyu
Shinkafi to get a second
term as governor of the
state in 2011.
Addressing a press

conference yesterday, the
Director General of the
forum, Alhaji Mohammed
Bello Auta said the
formation of the
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.Assoclation campaigns for Shinkafi
state. He also said
members of the forum
would tour all 14 local
governments in the state
and open branches to
educate people on why
the governor decamped
to PDP as majority of the
people did not
understand the content of



Emmanuel .Kant, the German ByAbubakarSadiqYusuf Creativity: This is in our blood. We don't and success. Such habits will, by transforming
philosopher once said "A pigeon in need any special training to acquire it. To each day, transform your life.
its flight considers the air to be the only And we all know that a good conscience is ensure happy days for ourselves, let's see that HallllllDious re\atMlndlip is 0III0f1Jcr'way

hindrance in its way; it imagines that had there to the soul what health is to the body, it always we make every day a creative one. impoIfantasptd8Hwillmake our lifehappier.
been no air it would have flown faster and preserves constant ease and serenity to us. We can approach our work imaginatively, We should establish good relationship with
with greater ease. Yetwithout the air it would Think of the mischievous acts amongst us, trying to introduce new and better methods. all the people we meet, show greater
have been unable to fly in a vacuum andwould father versus son, wives against husbands, We can think creatively and make good friendliness, understanding and concern. Be
fall to the ground. Hence, the same element and leaders versus subjects. Political suggestions to other people. Our leisure time freerwith encouragement, greetings and offers
that poses resistance to the pigeon in its flight instability had become a philosophy of power should also be devoted to creative pursuits. 'of help.
is basically that which makes flight at all retention by few.Think of the massive rigging Organizing events, participating in Remember to be generous with praise and
possible." that also becomes a political wisdom. Not to community volunteer works are all forms of appreciation. People thrive on all such
This statement reminds me of the typical say of the disheartening corruption that has creativity.The obviously creative hobbies like, expressions and are hungry to receive them.

Nigerian man, who most at time shares the been exposed much more in the last couple of reading and listening to the holy Qur' an, Another well tried way of being happy in
same view with the pigeon of Kant's mental years, in billions and billions of naira and the paintings, designing calligraphies, writing, spite of all odds of life is by maintaining a
picture. constant decaying of our social infrastructure. should also be carefully considered. purposeful living.Having a purpose and facing
As a matter of fact no life is trouble free. This is however to mention but few. We have little excuse for neglecting to meet each day in the light and spirit of that purpose,

Challenges; problems, fear,worry, depressions There is no doubt that this is enough to this great universal need to be creative. makes it difficult for boredom, worry and
and anxiety - if utilized intelligently are an launch a psychological Armageddon on the Another way to be happy apart from being despair to fmd a foothold in the mind.
escalator than can whisk us to success. mental-space of Nigerian people, capable of creative is through "positive thinking." This You may ask, "What should my purposes
Itis true that most Nigerians are faced with traumatizing the entire populace. is possible to concentrate on the worrisome be? The answer depends upon our underlying

one psychological affliction or the other, not My aim in this article is to provide a guide and unsatisfactory aspects of human philosophy of life. Ifwe are religious, here is a
to talk of numerous political, social, cultural on what we can do can to help make everyday circumstances. - best chance for us. Worship Allah to the best
and religious disorders that ravage our very a happier one. We each have the power to But it is far better to spend that time and of our ability. Do His will, resolve to serve
foundation of life. ensure a happier life by making life a day-tight emotional energy in rejoicing on the positive Him, abide by these doctrines to the limit of
Take for instance, the rate of marital-crisis compartment and ensuring that each is a happy and happier aspects of life. our power. If we apply these principles to our

which, like awild fire, escalates the number of one. Let's reshape our habits of thinking, change lives, we will produce a large measure of
broken homes, and deviants in particular. Our So it is well within our power to make the our thought patterns. happiness.
socio-cultural matrix tend to be rated theworst next twelve months the happiest in our Wherever we find ourselves thinking and Yusltjis a 400L student in the Department
in the world due to lack of good conscience experience. One good way of doing this is by speaking negatively, stop it. Tune in to a new of Mass Communication, Bayero University,
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technocrat, Mailafia has not adopted the ways
of politicians, sponsoring people toproject him
. as a suitable man to be at the helm of the CBN.
Three, th~e is this belief that President Umaru
Musii Yar'adua has already made up his mind
as to who he will give the post to so it will be a
waste of time tomention other capable persons
to him such as Dr. Obadiah Mailafia. Some
specifically say that the President is inclined to
give it to an Hausa-Fulani Muslim from the
North West geo-political zone. And so,
according to that thinking, Mailafia, who is a
ChristianfromtheminorityNinzamethnicgroup
in Southern Kaduna, can not simply be in the
reckoning on account of his faith and where he
comes from!
We live in extraordinarily difficult times.

The economies of the world are in turmoil.
No country appears immune against the
world-wide difficulties. Times such as these
call for extraordinary action on the part of
not only the leadership but also of the
people. Our leaders need to do be more
innovative. We need to do things differently
from the ways we have always done them in
the past. Factors such as religion and
ethnicity have no doubt always played
significant roles in who gets what position
in our country, But in the light of what is
happening in the world today, we need new
thinking. Recruiting a person for a position
such as that of the CBN governor requires
that we jettison religious and geo-political
considerations and focus squarely on merit.
This is the time we need to call on the
brightest and the best among us to bail us
out of these terrible times.
Ifthat is the thinking, Dr. Mailafia will not

have any rival for the CBN governorship
position. He is certainly one of the brightest
and best we have around who can help us
navigate our way out of our economic
°depress{on. Dr. Mailafia's learning,
experience and suitability for the particular
position of CBN Governor at this particular

(idangalibi@dailytrustcom); 08036938729
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Bank of Nigeria, just a breath away from the
governorship of the bank before politics took
him away from that institution. He later
worked at a cabinet-rank position as Special
Adviser to the President on Political Economy
to former President Olusegun Obasanjo.
Mailafia is at present a Member of the

National Economic Management Team
charged with the responsibility of

point in time are simply intimidating. formulatihg and suggesting policy for the
. Mailafia is one you will call a polyvalent Federal Government of Nigeria.
intellectual or a renaissance gentleman- aman For a man who is versed in monetary
who is a jack of many disciplines and an economics, public finance, central banking,'
accomplished master of them all. He is an international finance, regional integration,
international economist, a sociologist, a trade and investments, public policy, climate
political scientist, an excellent writer and change and sustainable development, youth,
commentator on public affairs, a philosopher, poverty and development, planning and
a humanist and a much traveled man of the budgeting and strategic management, Fate
world who is at home in.most capitals of the seems to have prepared Mailafia well for the
world. He is also a polyglot who is completely job of CBN Governor. If some one like this is
at home in both written and spoken English, not seen to be competent and suitable
French, Hausa and his native Nimzam. He enough for the position of CBN Governor,
has a working knowledge of two other world then what type of person can they possibly
languages Arabic and Spanish. be looking for? In the next few days or weeks,
Dr. Mailafia took a B. Sc Social Sciences the government of President Umaru Musa

(Honours) in Economics, Sociology and Yar' adua will answer that question.
Political Science from Ahmadu Bello But for me, if we need anyone whose
University, Zaria with a Second Class Upper, appointment will command the respect of the
emerging top of his graduating year. Earlier international fmancial community, one who
in his academic career, he had taken a Grade will be at home in the G8, G20 or G-anything
One Distinction in the West African School meetings, Mailafia is it. He has name
Certificate Examinations at the Mada Hills recognition among members of the
Secondary School, Akwanga in Nasarawa international finance community and can feel
State. He later earned the Diplome (M.Phil) at home with experts, laymen, kings, queens
in International Economics from the and prime ministers. His appointment will
prestigiousEcolenationald'administration surely inspire confidence in investors who
(ENA-IIAP), Paris. He took his doctorate at are .interested in investing in our economy.
another famous university-Oriel College, Above all, from my knowledge of him,
Oxford University, England, specializing on Mailafia is a patriot who has conquered his
International Economic Development. greed and will not champion policies and
For his work experience, he has lectured at programmes to benefit self, region or religion

various times at ABU, Oxford and London but to further the best interests of the
universities and was sometime a Fellow of fatherland. This is the type of man our
the National Institute for Policy and Strategic situation calls for now and for all times.
Studies (NIPSS), Kuru. Having related closely with Dr. Mailafia in
After his stint in the academia, Mailafia the past two years since he joined us as a

took up a job as Chief Economist in the member of the Daily Trust Editorial Board, I
Strategic and Budgeting Department,African confidently give the above testimony to his
Development Bank Group in Abidjan, Cote natural endowment, his self-improvement or
d'Ivoire and later Tunis, Tunisia. Here, he cultivation, his ability and versatility and his
supervised the execution of several .character, Let no one say that my praise of
development projects. " him is rather incestuous. I am speaking here
For two years, Mailafia also worked as the as a patriot who wants the best for his

Deputy Governor (Economic Policy), Central country.
----------------------------------

R is cleer, that, when the tenure of the
urrent Governor of the.Central Bank of
igeria, Professor Chukwuma Soludo,

expires at the end of next month; it is not
likely to be renewed. The current strategizing
and politicking for his successor makes that
point pretty clear. If there has been any
indication that the presidency is interested
in renewing Mr. Soludo's tenure, no one
would be angling to replace him.

So far, some names have been mentioned
as possible successors. Some have taken it
upon themselves to actively sell their
candidacy which explains why some clearly
sponsored write-ups have appeared in the
newspapers in recent days, championing the
candidacy of one person or another, This is
a fair game .because the position of the
governor of the apex bank of any country is
a very responsible, enviable and also,
prestigious one. Any holder of that office
has a chance to contribute to the growth and
development of the fatherland. He also has
an opportunity to earn enormous name
recognition within and outside the shores of
the nation thereby achieving great self
esteem which is one of the needs of every
human being. It would have been very
surprising therefore if no one was angling
for such a high profile job.
While several names have been bandied

about, there is however one name that I
consider has been conspicuously not
mentioned as a fitting replacement for
Soludo. That man is Dr. Obadiah Mailafia, a
former Deputy Governor of the CBN, among
other qualifications:
I guess that three possible reasons

account for why Mailafia's name has not been
featuring prominently as one of those suitable
for the job. One, ignorance of who Mailafia
is. Dispassionate and fair-minded analysts
who are not in the pay of any of the other
contenders have not been mentioning him
because they simply do not know him. A self­
effacing and highly cultured gentleman who
is nevertheless supremely confident of his
abilities, Mailafia will consider it gross to seek
to sell himself in any way as ifhe desires that
office so that he can help himself and not his
nation. To the likes of Mailafia, a good
'product does not need much marketing; it
sells itself.
Two, not being a politician but a well honed
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Provision of basic amenities (electricity, water, roads,
healthcare etc.), eradication of hunger and poverty, creation
of more job opportunities are all Nigeria needs to change
its image abroad. Dora, please take note.
John B, Maiduguri, 08073856853

SOS to FCT authorities
Phonographic DVDs are everywhere especially in Wuse
Market. Senator Aliero should fear Allah and do something
because this is an immoral business in public places.
Shehu UsmanAbdullahi, Maitama,Abuja, 07038287436

Zamfara indigenes
The of Zamfara State should beware of liticians

Leaders should take note
An appropriation bill passed by the legislature and signed
by the executive has bee-orne a law. Lack of full
implementation is violation of the law and a gross
misconduct, which is an impeachable offence. Executives
beware and legislators watch out.
Alh Ibrahim, 'Maiduguri, 0~058225163

Attention, Nigerians
Only the Supreme Being knows exactly what is between
former President Obasanjo and Atiku Abubakar, his
estranged deputy. What Nigerians should be after is who
can move the country forward.
Sark~ 08037000384

Re-Branding Nigeria
During a discourse with a friend on rebranding Nigeria, he
said he thought it meant changing the attitude of Nigerians '
criminal tendencies of mass looting of public funds by those
entrusted to keep it. Should we not think it that way?
B. J. Shaba, Minna, 08038120101

Iread the above titled
piece by Ishaq Modibbo

- Kawu which centred on
national politics and I
cannot agree with the
columnist more than all he
has written. Itwas a master
stroke and typical. The
simplicity of language and
the various hyperbolic tints
in the article made it
interesting to read.

But more seriously, I
hope and pray that the
people who boast that they
are born politicians or the so
called thorough bred
politicians will understand
and appreciate all the
imports in the article. But the
writer knows, as I know, that
reading culture in Nigeria is
dying along with the dying
country and so the purport
of the article may be lost by v

R centlY, the Senate announced that it was
uspending the constitution amendment exercise
ue to irreconcilable differences between it and

the HouSiofRepresentatives over the leadership of the
review committee. In its stead, the committee settled for
aspects of the Justice Muhammadu LawaI Uwais
committee report on Electoral Reform that may need
piecemeal Constitutional amendment. At aboufthe same
time, the House of Representative, announced that it is
going ahead on a solo effort to do the wholesale
amendment, a move that is futile from the onset. The
decision is regrettable, it demonstrates a shameless
inability by lawmakers to reach accommodation on
salient national issues, underscoring a breakdown of
conflict resolution procedures even at the level of the
nation's apex law making body. _
Unlike other majordecisions of national interests,

the suspension ofthe constitution review has not elicited
any pu_blicreaf;.tion. This may be a demonstration that
evenwhile it was being worked upon, the people ofNigeria
refused to see it as a priority among the projects that it
could buy into or support. Itmay be a barometer for
measuring whether or not the decision of the National
Assembly to embark on constitution review is a priority
project among others that the citizenry are clamouring
for. This is so, especially coming at a time when a similar
exercise had been dumped on the altar of selfishness
and aggrandlzement by the former government. The
silence that greeted this project, which no doubt would
have imp-acted on the nation's fledgling constitution
making process is in itself the people's own way of saying
that they did not buy Into it in the first instance.
We have said in the past that the top down approach to

governance, including law making is not the best
approach to any issue of national importance. People
would support even with the last drop oftheir blood, any
issue, project or programme that emanates from them.
On the other hand, they will greet with snigger or
indifference any project that has no direct or immediate
impact on their living standard. The constitution
amendment process was dead on arrival as a result of
the fact that the people did not see in it something that
could move them ahead above other pressing issues of
national importance. This is a lesson on how important
it is to make laws that would impact positively on the
lives of the people instead oftheir presumed needs.
History has taught us that a constitution is never a

sacrosanct document but simply an outline detailing how
a people would like to be governed. Indeed in established
democracies ofthe developing world, no constitution
bears the.total input ofthe people. Rather, a group of
elites sit down and codify what they think should be the
yearnings and aspirations ofthe people and then present
it for adoption. As it is implemented, it is adjusted to
meet exigencies brought forth by demands of .new
situation. Without their inputs, the process oiight amount
to a colossal waste of time and an exercise in futility.
We will always support the piecemeal amendment of

any legal document, especially if its wholesale
improvement has serious social, political and economic
implications. This is the approach in established
democracies like Britain and the United States of
America from where framers of present and past
constitutions borrowed many ideas. There is, for now,
no reason why the Nigerian experiment should be
different from what obtained in those countries especially
after the suspicion and rancor that a similar exercise
bred not too long ago.
Now that the amendment exercise has been suspended,

we ask the committee to account for the budgetary
allocation for the exercise so as to know how much has
already been spent and for what purpose. Holding our
lawmakers accountable in this penny pinching times is
necessary in order to enable tax payers to monitor how
prudent their money is being managed, even for the
legislative process. Itwould also help the legislature
itself to adapt itself to prudent management of scarce
resources. Finally, we advise that in future, all
amendment proposals should emanate from the people
whom the legislators claim to represent. Only when a
law or an amendment has the imprint of the people does
it become their own. This, we believe is the lesson from
this botched assignment and the true test of participatory
democracy.

those who need It.
Politics in Nigeria is not

the politics the writer
demonstrated in his
commentary. As you will
appreciate, politics in
Nigeria follow the norm of
"rent-seeking" attitude in
our national economic and
social psyche. Almost
everyone runs after easy
money that they do not work
for.
Therefore, politics in

Nigeria is politics of
crookery, money, and
number. Kawu has precisely
noted and very rightly so
that we have not really
engaged in politics of ideas
since the death of the First
Republic, in the hey days of
the three musketeers _ Sir
Ahmadu Bello, Chief
Awolowo and Great Zik of

Suspending
constitution review

who hide under the cover of religion to achieve their selfish
interests. This ca,ution is necessary as we continue to
approach another 'election year.
Abubakar Danjuma Ibrahim, 08059502722

For credible elections
IfMr. President is truly committed about electoral reforms,
he should appoint a man with a proven track record, with
impeccable character, discipline and integrity. Senator Ken
Nnamani is trustworthy and can deliver.
Ali, Abuja, 08035607366

On the electoral reform
The electoral reform by the present government is just
another circus show. The move to prune the number of
election tribunal judges smack of executive treachery and
can only perfect rigging instead of efficient electoral
process. Why are those in high places afflicted with the
phobia for transparent election?
Lawai Lere, N.B.p, Zaria, 08034422601

6,000 MW? Forget it
The call by PHCN chiefIkeja Distribution Zone for prayers
to achieve 6,000 megawatts should be ignored. Let's face
the reality: those indicted by the House Committee on Power
should be prosecuted. Only then should Nigerians pray.
Abdullahi Abubakar; Kano, 08055917132

Yar'adua's visit to Kefti
Before President Yar'adua visited Keffi, Nasarawa State,
we were living in darkness, but the city wore a new look
with constant electricity supply. But it seems the president
went away with the light to Abuja. Please visit Keffi again
so that we can have another chance.
A. S. Y. 08058683676

to close shop and watch
things unfold negatively in
Nigeria without squeaking
or screeching at some of the
developments in today's
governance.
As things are, who will

bell the cat? We hope that
with the tum of events that
are currently unfolding
through infrastructural
failure, bastardization of
Chapter two of the 1999
Constitution and the
continuation of impunity,
something drastic has to
happen to recreate or
generate opposition
politics.

I thank Modibbo Kawu for
waking us up from the usual
slumber. More grease to
your elbow.

Yom; Oyeioia, mni,
yomi_oyeioLa@Jlahoo.com

Africa.
Because we are not really

people or students of
history, it is difficult for us
to reflect on our past with a
view to,applying them to the
present and subsequently
shape our future, we cannot
see the "PITFALLS OF
OPPOSITIONPOLITICS".
The writer has forgotten

that we have all been cowed
to calamitous submission
and complacency, by the
machinations of those
charlatans in Nigerian
politics. How then can we
develop a virile, positive and
idea-oriented opposition in
Nigeria? I think the writer
needs to further reflect on
this.

ltis this same predicament
that has led even the voices
of the voiceless among us
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the road projects are to be financed 40 percent
by the Federal Government and 60percent by
the private sector (this suggests the possible
return of toll gates at least on those highways).
As forthe light rail, it is to be fimded I00 percent
by the government.

For Aliero to have made these declarations
publicly knowing that he would definitely be
held accountable for them must mean that he
has the consent of the president. This is not
surprising since in recent times he seems to be
getting even closer to the president.
Nigerians would definitely be watching to

see how far Aliero would go infulfilling these
very attractive promises. On their part, I think
Nigerians should collaborate with the minister
by giving him the benefit of the- doubt. As a
consummate politician, Aliero is gradually
emerging as a politician eager to make a name
for himself as a pan Nigerian; Abuja might well
be the ultimate beneficiary ifhe succeeds in
making that name.

YusufwrotefromNo. 38,Parakou Crescent,
Wuse Il,Ahuja.

notorious Abuja-Kubwa-Zuba road. According
to the Minister, both these major roads would
be expanded from the present two-lane on either
side to five-lane on either side, making them the
first ten-lane motorway in the country; while the
Kubwa highway would also be given two
additional flyovers.

Secondly, he has promised to give premium
to district infrastructure in Wuye and Maitama
extension; while giving equal emphasis to the
provision of potable water, health andeducation.
But by farAliero 'smost ambitious promise isthe
Abuja Light Rail project which is expected to
costabout $800m (eighthundred million dollars).

If Aliero can succeed in achieving these
objectives, he would earn for himself and for
the government that he's serving the gratitude
and appreciation of Nigerians for generations
to come. Funding, which may pose a problem,
does not seem to bother Aliero as he appears
to have solved that problem ab initio.When
some journalists he hosted recently asked him
how all these projects would be funded since
the FCr budget stands at about N70bn, he said

L_ .._.__...~.~~~~~~Ea~.~~_~~~.~~hh_.h_.J
dispensation. Politicians of all shades and
colours from various political parties; Nigerians
from all walks of life: the rich and the poor;
Muslims and Christians and even foreigners
besiege his office and sometimes evenbis home.
Perhaps, there is some sense in appointing a
politician as the minister of the FCT. It is the
best way to ensure that everybody feels a sense
of belonging in the capital city of unity.

But his politics apart, what is of greater
concern to most Nigerians ishow Aliero intends
to admioisterthe most complex city inthe country.
What kind of legacy does he intend to leave
behind? As govemor of Kebbi State, which is
arguably themost literate intheNorth-West after
Katsina, Aliero gave a very good account of
himself particularly in the areas of infrastructure
such as road network and education.
Now atthe FCT, he has pledged to accomplish

the following objectives ifhe stays long enough
-'"the expansion of the airport road from the city
to the airport itself: and similar expansion of the

rue appointment of the former governor
of K.ebbi State as the Minister of the
Federal Capital Tenitory (Fen must've

taken millions of Nigerians by surprise. At the
timeofhis appointment,.AIhl\iiAdamuAlierowas
already a member of the Senate of the Federal
Repubtico1Nigeria Inthe Senate,hewasamernber
of a very influential group of senators most of
whom hadbeen governors for eight years.

When thepresidentgaveAliero~is easily
the most influential ministry after that of oil and
gas many Nigerians were surprised. In fact,
many Nigerians had expected President
Yar'aduato appoint a technocrat as the minister
of the FCT; that would have been more in
keeping with his personal disposition on
matters that have to do with professionalism.

Thirdly. Senator Aliero was not among those
ex-governors that were openly jostling for
ministerial slot; he was infact more prominent
as a potential powerbroker in the Senate than a
ministerial candidate. But somehow, against all
likely assumptions, he emerged as one of the
most influential politicians in the present

FCT: The cha.lle:n_ges beC£)reAller£)

, .
Opi~io~
- -----~.-

.Electoral reform: Holding government accountab e
Civil Society Watch

By
HAJIYA BILKISU (mni)

NJ appoints the INEC Chairman soNigeriacould
borrow a leaf from snch a transparent process.
After the presentation there was an interactive
session where people made comments andaired
their views on the papers presented. This was
followed by a strategy Session which was
facilitated by Dr Lydia Umar, the Executive
Director ofGender Action Team GAT. Sbedivided
the participants intoworking groups to explore
the way forward. Group members were asked to
identify action points for future advocacy. After
group work, the participants shared their
contributions among which were advocacy to
policy makers, particularly legislators. Various
strategies and activities were outlined such as
using information, education and
communication IEC, media engagement, rallies,
sit in andmass mobilizationof community groups
to undertake advocacy. I

The struggle did not stop with the dialogue
groupandGF(X)RN members. FromJoo, agroup

- of youth under an organisation Youth Action
InitiativeAfticaYAIArespoodedtotheERCnport
with specific demands. First, the youths are
tmbappy that no youth was appointed to the 22-
member Electoral Reform Committee. Their
spokesperson for the group Sammy ltodo said
'as a society, we are not good at encouraging
yOtmgpeople to get active in political life. Our
civil life cannot be complete if the ideas and
opinions of young people are missing from
campaigns andgrassroots effortto change policy.
Young people have been ignored so much on
mattercooceming1heelectornlrefonn.Wedemand
full implementation of the Electoral Reform
Committee recommendations. We have come to
a crossroads where we must determine our
destiny as anation andthe youths must be carried
along." Sammy also complained that the youlh
have been exploited by politicians. "Nigerian
elections are a perversion of democracy and
youths have always been on the receiving end
because we yield ourselves as tool and
instruments used by the politicians -to subvert
electoral processes. to He believes that as leaders
of tomorrow, the youths must be encouraged and
given adequate space to engage the electoral
~onn~th~~enco~fu~IDMM
civil responsibilitiesnow,we are directly building
a strong foundation for civic engagement in the
future. "As young people, we possess ingenious
ideas and energy needed to advocate for the full
implementation of the electoralreform committee
recommendations." The Nigerian youth are also
demanding participation in government. Sammy
said Nigeria must give her young people 'the
opportunity to be seen, to be heard, and to take
part in the Govemment so that theywill begin to
take responsibility and play their part inmoving
the nation forward.Wemustgettothepointwh~
"when we speak. the government must shake " .It
is time for us to take a stand! We have power in
our numbers! With the powerful group of
stakeholders speaking for citizens and women
the youth amplifyingthe voices the pace is set for
CSO engagement with government on electoral
refoon.

in order to avert the imminent chaos and distrust
that couldmar the elections.

x. Participants resolve to continue the struggle
for electoral refonn inNigeria using the platform
ofCivil SocietyCoordinatingCommittee (CSCC).

The struggle has indeed continued with two
additional civil society groups speaking out on
the issue.OnApril6, theGender and Constitution
RefQrmNetworkGECORN which.is a coalition
of non governmental and community based
organisations workiogon the genderperspective
of electoral and constitution reform organised a
one day multi stakeholder's dialogue on key
issues in the ongoing electoral reform process.
1heevent which was held at RockviewHotel
Abuja was supported by the Open Society
InitiativefirWestAfiicaOSIWAInbiswekxme
address, theChairman of theoccasion, DrOtive
Igburor. the Countty Director of Action Aid
underscored the importance of Jllllinstreamin
gender into development. He noted that the
countries that come top in the UN initiated
HumanDeve1opmeotIndex are gender friendly.
In her welcome address, the National
CoordinatocofGF(X)RNAbioIaAkiyodeMolabi
said the outright rejection of the ERC
nx:ommendations, particularly on composition
ofINEC and other electoral bodies sends abad
signal to citizens. She said the rejection of
affinnative action for women in politics and
proportional representation was unacceptable.
She said a credible electoral process that allows
equal opportunities for women andmen begins
with the formulation of an enabling environment
such as theelectoral laws. Papers were presented
by three resource persons, Abiola Afolabi
Gender and Constitution Review: A Global
CoolparativeAnalysisand tbeNigeriin Context.
Her paper presented case studies of countries
that have undertaken electoral and constitution
review from a gender perspective. The countries
that she featured in her presentation as success
stories in this sector were South Africa, Uganda
and Rwanda. Joy Ezeilo, the Executive Director
of Women's Aid Collective WACOL presented
a paper titled Gender and Electoral Reform in
Nigeria while Jide Ojo ofIFES presented apaper
titledGender, Constitution and ElectoraiLaws:
Recommendations and Election Management
Ongender balance, Jide Ojo observed that only
one member of the INEC is a woman and her
tenure had expired. The challenge is for the
governmentto correct the gender imbalance. He
also said there was no need for a white paper on
the ERC report because the Committee was not
an inquiry so the report should have been sent
straight to the National Assembly. On the
appointment of the !NEC Chairman, he told the
participants that inBotswana, theJudicialCouncil

and processes that necessitated the current
effort at electoral reform and tlie rising anxiety
about future elections is unhealthy and
unnecessarily overheats the polity.

...The ERC Report and the White Paper have
been kept out of the reach.of Nigerians by the
Executivetb makingin1Ormedooounentary and
communicatiori on the electoral.reform difficult
and speculative. They therefore madea lOpoint
recommended as follows:
i.TheFederal Govemmentshould fusltt better

communication and infutmation processes to
enable Nigerians participate meaningfully inthe
debates and decision-making processes that are
critical to the future of the OOtm.Uy such as are
required on the electoral system refuon.
ii.That in the conflict between the expressed

willoffbepeople andthewishes of theExecutive
or Legislators, thewill of the people should be
allowed to prevail The Federal Government
should give in to the will of Nigerians as
expressed through theERC recommendations.
iiiThe full recommeodations bythePRC and

the Executive White Paper should be published
and mass distributed to the public for the
pwpose ofpopular audit, iofonnedCOOll11el1taly
and appreciation of the positions canvassed in
bothdocmnents rntherthan allowingthe CUlTellt
speculations to prevail.

iv. The Federal Govenunent should forward
the complete Eru::: Report to the National and
State Assemblies along with whatever
documents or Bills it will present for its
consideration in this regard
v. Civil Society Organizations should

immediately commence strategic and structured
advocacy and popular mobilization on the ERC
recommendations ahead of the submission of
the amendment bills to the National Assembly
or the gazetting of the Executive White Paper ..
vi. Media organizations should be involved

in popular mobilization and advocacy on the
ERC recommendations
vii. Political parties should strengthen their

advocacy and policy platforms in order to set
the tone for the country's democratic practices
and facilitate meaningful political party-civil
society partnership. Both should embark on a
structured Constituency Accountability
Program on the ERC Report at which elected
representatives will gauge the mood of their
constituents.

viii.Nigeria must take a lead inAfrica on issues
like affirmative action and proportional
representation rather than trail behind 'smaller'
African Countries which have advanced in this
regard.

ix. That the electoral reform process must be
concluded in good time before the 2011 elections

Daily Trust Thursday, April 9, 2009-----

week this column reported on the
o day llational dialogue held at
kview Hotel Abuja on March 31 and

April 1 2009 which was supported by the
International Foundation of Electoral Systems
(lFES), The International Republican Institute
(IRI) and National Democratic Institute for
IntemationalAffairs (NO!) with fimeting froin the
Government of the United States of America.
The dialogue was to assist stakeholders- ~
highlight some key issues for better
understanding as 'well as to enhance their
- capacity to engage the process effectively. It
drewparticipants from partner groups that have
benefitted from IFES, IRI and.NDl's assistance
during the electoral reform process such as the
ERC, political parties, Legislature, civil society
organizations, women groups, youth groups,
under-represented groups, People Living with
Disabilities, Election Management Bodies and
media. The Dialogue was attended by
distinguished personalities. Among them were,
Ms Robin Renee Sanders the United States
Ambassador to Nigeria, Dr. Mohammed Ibn
Chambas (President, ECOWAS Commission),
Dr Christiana Thorpe, Chief Electoral
Commissioner/Chairperson of Sierra Leone's
National Electoral Commission, Senator Ken
Nnamani, GCON, General Muhammadu Buhari,
GCFR, Justice Mohammed Uwais and Hon.
Aminu Bello Masari. General Muhammadu
Buharis' paper took us down the memory lane,
underscoring the fact that the massively rigged
election that broughtthis government intopower
is the cause of our problems. He also expressed
his reservations about the spirit behind the
government setting up the Electoral Reform
Committee and concluded that the rejection of
the important recommendations of the ERC it
set up confirmed this. The former Senate
President, Ken Nnamani also stressed the need
to engage with the legislators and recalled what
happened during his tenure as the Senate leader.
He said 'the legislator is a trustee and 'agent of
the people' and urged them tobecome 'political
entrepreneurs who pander after personal gains,
but rather delegates and trustees of the people
who will preserve democratic governance". The
participants in their communique at the end of
the dialogue observed as follow: .

...There is now a universal consensus around
the idea that elected governments are the basis of
anyemergingdemocraticprocessandthatregular,
credible,competitive electionsarethemethodpar
excellence of ensuring the accountability of the
leaders of any given COWltJy.

...A stable political environment, sound
political will and solid electoral legal framework
based on internationally recognized standards
that are contained in the human rights
instnnnents ratified and recognized by a country,
are prerequisites for credible elections and
democratic governance in any country,
*The recommendations of the ERC reflected

the views expressed by themajority ofNigerians
and being supported by them.

• The attempt to retain the same structures
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k POliOoutbreak that now affects 15 African coun­
ries threatens efforts to eradicate the disease, the
nternational Red Cross said yesterday, as it sought

funding for immunisation.
The $2.1 million the agency needs would go towards

mobilisation for immunisation programmes in the region,
said the International Federation of Red Cross and Red
Crescent Societies (IFRC).

"We have clear indications that polio is spreading again,
including in countries such as Uganda which had been
polio-free for more than a decade," said Tammam Aloudat,
IFRC senior officer for health in emergencies.

"We need to act now by reinforcing emergency vacci­
nation campaigns before efforts made over the last 20 years
to eradicate polio are severely set back by this series of
outbreaks." Uganda recently launched an emergency drive

to immunise children against polio following the first con­
firmed case ofthe virus to strike the country in 12 years, in
the northwest, near the border with the Democratic Repub­
lic of Congo.

Cases of polio surged in Nigeria again last year and
spread to surrounding countries in West Africa and further
afield, Persistent outbreaks have also hit Angola and the
Democratic Republic of Congo, according to international
agencies. An outbreak of polio earlier restricted to southern
Sudan and western Ethiopia has now also spread to Kenya,
Uganda and northern Sudan, including the coastal city of
Port Sudan, the Red Cross said.

Polio cases in Port Sudan were of "particular concern"
after an outbreak there spread in 2004 and 2006 to countries
including Saudi Arabia, Yemen and as far afield as south­
east Asia's Indonesia.

African polio outbreak worries Red Cross

dent Juvenal Habyarimana.
But High Court judges

John Laws and Jeremy Sul­
livanoverturnedan extradition
order from Home Secretary
Jacqui Smith that was ap­
proved by a lower court in
June 2008, "We conclude that
if(the four)were extradited to
face trial in the High Court of
Rwanda, the appellantswould
suffer a real risk of a flagrant
denial of justice by reason of
their likely inability to adduce
the evidence of supporting

Munyaneza, Celestin
Ugirashebuja and Emmanuel
Nteziryayo are accused of
genocide, complicity in geno­
cide, crimes against humanity,
conspiracy tomurder, forming
a criminal gang and inciting
disorder.

They also face claims they
were involved in "acts of dev­
astation, massacres and loot­
ing" in the chaos that ensued
after Tutsis were blamed for
shooting down an aircraft in
April 1994,killingHutu presi-

Four men wanted in
Rwanda for alleged in
volvement inthe central

African nation's 1994 geno­
cide won an appeal yesterday
against extradition from Brit­
ainTheHighCourtruledthere
was "a real risk" they would
suffer "a flagrantdenial ofjus­
tice" ifsent back.to Rwanda,
where they face charges over
the killing of around 800,000
mainly ethnic Tutsis 15 years
ago,

Vincent Bajinya, Charles

witnesses," they said. .
The fourmen,whowere ar­

rested in different parts ofEn­
gland inDecember 2006, deny
charges that they orchestrated
killings byHutus betweenApril
and July 1994.

Munyaneza, Ugirashebuja
andNteziryayo were said tobe
mayors of local communes
who organised kilings in their
areas while Bajinya - also
known as Doctor Vincent
Brown - was allegedlyamili­
tia organiserin Kigali.

there bas 'been relative peace
in the province after ANC
leader Jacob Zuma - a Zulu
- helped bring an end to the
violence. TheANCis widely
expected to win the election
and choose Zuma as South
Africa's president.

Some analysts who have
been monitoring violence in
KwaZulu-Natal South Afr­
ica's most.populous prov­
ince and the centre of the
sugar and shipping indus­
tries are concerned over
signs of looming conflict be­
fore the polL

"Several political party
members have been mur­
dered, or attempts have been
made on their lives. Intimida­
tion and threats are rife in a
number of areas," said Mary
de Haas, an academic who
has been documenting the
conflict for decades.

The latest killings are not
confined to the ANC. De
Haas says a number 01
Inkatha officials have been
killed since the start of the
year.

Leaders of both parties
have condemned the vio­
lence and agreed to exercise
tolerance in the election pe­
riod

Muden is a staunch
Inkatha-supporting area.
Telephone poles along the
pot-holed roads carry IFP
flags bearing the image of
Inkatha leader Mangosuthu
Buth-elezi, ANC campaign ..
posters are often defa ...ed,
even in front oftheANC of­
fice.

year so he could run again. There is so little suspense about,
the outcome that voter turnout is viewed as the key test of
the election. Bouteflika's program hinges on continuity.
Though wary ofhis prolonged stay at the helm of the coun­
try, most people credit the president with bringing relative
calm after 10years ofIDsmgency, and fur building new in- 11' e many supporters
ftastructure_ His National Reconciliation charter, passed by f South Africa's rul-
referendum in 2005. bas offered to pardon insurgents in g ANC in the vola-
excbange for peace. During his campaigJ1,. he repeatedly tile Zulu heartland, Jotham
hinted that he could offer-a new. blanket amnesty if the last Myaka fears what the night
militmtsftomal-QaidainIslamicNortbAfricarenouncetbeir often brings - gunshots
near-daily ambushes or bombings and tum themselves in. and death threats shouted

Bouteflika's tenure bas also seen a large investments in outside his home.
roads, dams, and housing. part of a $200 billion program - Myaka is anAfrican Na­
funded through Algeria's large oil and na~ gas exports. tional Congress official who

R d id t' xtr diti I heads a rural developmentwan an genoa esuspec sWID e a on appea ~;~~~S:~it:~~~~d~r~a~
Inkatha Freedom Party,
about 100 km (60 miles)
north of the eastern port city
of Durban.

The impoverished rural
area of about 50,000 people
has become a flasbpoint
ahead of the April 22 elec­
tion with the ANC accusing
its Inkatha rivals of trying to
ban electioneering, intimida­
tion of party workers and as­
saults. "The IFP people
have been saying they don't
want theANC in the area and
that they will destabilise
Muden," Myaka said.

There are 26,000 regis­
tered voters in Muden,
where about 70 percent of
people are unemployed.
Many men work in Durban
or Johan-nesburg while oth­
ers have seasonal work on
farms.

Conflict inKwaZulu-Na­
tal, home to South Africa's
nine miltion Zulus the
country's largest tribe is not
new. The ANC and Inkatha
fought a bloody turf war be­
fore the end of apartheid
which killed thousands,

But since the mid-1990s,

Aigerians are looking largely with frustration or in
difference toward a presidential election today set
o hand Abdelaziz Bouteflika another five years at

the helm of this U.S. ally with vast gas reserves, soaring
youth unemployment and an active al-Qaida offshoot.

The left-wing opposition, many Islamist leaders, and
the chief of al-Qaida inIslamic North Africa have called for
a boycott of the vote and predicted fraud. Bouteflika, who
was first elected with the army's backing in 1999 and again
in 2004, enjoys support of all key government players.

He faces five low-profile opponents; but none has suc­
cessfully challenged Bouteflika's message of continuity and
reconciliation after an insurgency that ravaged this North
African country in the 1990s,

The president, 72, had the constitution changed last

SIAfrica: Poll violence fears
haunt Zulu heartland

Algerians go to polls, president seeks third term
An elderly resident walks in front of postors showing President Abdelaziz Bouteflika as part of the election campaign
yesterday in Algiers, on the eve ofthe presidential election.

TIus crew of a ship hijacked by pirates off the coast
fSomaliahas retaken control of the vessel, accord

mg to Pentagon sources.
Unnamed US defence officials said one pirate had been

captured by the crew of the Danish-owned Maersk Ala-
bama, which was seized earlier in the Indian Ocean. .

The status of the other pirates was unknown, but offi­
cials said they were "in the water". Itwas the sixth hijack in
recent days, including a British and Taiwanese ship. I

The Associated Press quoted a defence official as s~, -
ing: "It's reported that one pirate is on board under ere=
control- the other three were trying to flee."

Reports suggest the other three pirates jumped over
board. The ship's owners, Maersk, have not confirmed .,at
the ship has been retaken.

But the firm's chief executive, John Reinhart, told: .FP
news agency that the crew was safe.

The ship was attacked by several small boats ir 1',;:!
early hours of yesterday in an incident apparently lastng
for about five hours.

Maritime officials said the vessel took all possible evn­
sive action before it reported that the pirates had boarc :.d.

More than 130 pirates attacks, including dose to <;C
successful hijackings, were reported in 2008, threatening
one of the world's busiest shipping lanes,

ffijacked US crew
retake vessel
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state television.Ahmadinejad,
however, said Obama will
meet the fate offormer Presi­
dent George W.Bush ifhe is
proved not to be honest.

"But it;God forbid,the ex­
tended hand has an honest
appearance but contains no
honesty incontent, itwill meet
the same response the Iranian
nation gave to Mr. Bush,"
Ahmadinejad said.

Diplomatic ties between
theU.S. and Iran were cut af­
ter the U.S. Embassy hos­
tage-taking that followed the
1979Islamic Revolution. The
revolution toppled the _pro­
U.S. shah and brought to
power a government of Is­
lamicclerics.

extend a hand ifyou are will­
ing to unclench your fist."

Last month, Iran's su­
preme leader, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, rebuffedObama's
video message on the occa­
sion ofNowruz, the Persian
new year, in which the presi­
dent reached out to the ira­
nian people. Khamenei said
Tehranwas stillwaiting to see
concrete changes in U.S .
policy.

ButAhmadinejadotIered
a more conciliatory tone yes­
terday. "The Iranian-nation
welcomes a hand extended to
it should it really and truly be
based on honesty, justice
and respect," he said in a
speech broadcast live on

EaI_l'S~h~d-line_preside~t .
. aid yesterday that his

ountry welcomes talks
with the United States should
the American president prove
to be "honest" in extending
its hand toward Iran, one of
the strongest signals yet that
Tehran welcomes Barack
Obama's calls for dialogue.

Mahmoud Ahmadin­
ejad's comments collie after
Obama saidhis administration
is looking for opportunities to
engage Iran and pledged to
rethink Washi-ngton's rela­
tionship with Tehran.

At his inauguration in
January, Obama said his ad­
ministration would reach out
to rival states, saying "we will

New nuclear talks offer for Iran
This photo made available by Israel Aerospace Industries Tuesday, shows an Arrow mis­
sile, part of an anti-missile system, launched ina test off Israel's Mediterranean coast in
central Israel.

other media. She was ar­
rested in late January. Ira­
nian officials said at the time
that she was working in the
Islamic Republic with ex­
pired press credentials.

says Roxana Saberi has been
informed of the charges
against her.

The 31-year-old Ameri­
can born journalist has re­
ported for the BBC, NPR and

T:e lawyer for an Ira­
ian-American jour­
alist detained in Iran

says she has been charged
with espionage. The lawyer,
Abdolsamad Khorramshahi,

TIe six powers co-ordinating policy tual respect". Iran denies it is seeking to
with Iran over its nuclear ambitions build a nuclear weapon.
ave moved to invite the Iranians for .' "We strongly urge Iran to take advan-

. fresh talks on a diplomatic solution, theBBG' tage of this opportunity to engage seriously
reported yesterday. with all of us in a spirit of mutual respect,"

The US, Russia, China, France, Germany the group said in a statement.
and Britain announced they would ask EU They said they would ask Mr Solana to
foreign policy chief Javier Solana to ap- "extend an invitation to the Iranian govem­
proach Iran with the offer. ment" to meet their representatives, "so that

In a joint statement, they appealed to together we may find a diplomatic solution

Bomb kills 7near Baghdad Shi'ite shrine ~.Ah;;di;;i;dt;;ic~;;icalt;iks.'''·withus
A roadside bomb in the Shi' ite at Kadhimiya hospital after being wounded J

Kadhimiya district in northwest in the blast. Unconscious children were ly- .
Baghdad killed seven people and ingnearby. "Children, young people, theeld­

wounded 23 yesterday, police said, a day after' erly - do these savages ask what they gain
another bomb in the area killed nine. from these awful acts?" Al Qaeda and other

Kadhimiya ishome to one ofShi' ite Islam's insurgents are still capable of frequent large­
holiest shrines, and the blast bore the hallmarks scale attacks despite a sharp drop in vio­
of Sunni Islamist al Qaeda, which considers lence in Iraq in the past year.
Iraq's majority Shi'ites heretics and frequently U.S. President Barack Obama hailed the
attacks the sect's mosques and religious festi- increase in security during a visit to Baghdad
vals. . on Tuesday.

"What are the targets of these explosions? A day before he arrived, an apparently
What do they want? They just target innocent coordinated series of seven car bombs killed

• people," saidAdnan Raheem.lying ina stretcher 37 people inthe capital.

. Iran chargesAmerfcan journalist

year-old youngster and
wounded a boy, aged seven,
inBatAyin. The attacker,who
was not identified, fled. Some
1,000 Israelis live inBatAyin,
near the Palestinian towns of
Hebron and Bethlehem.

In 2002, three settlers
fromBatAyin were sentenced
by an Israeli court to prison
terms ranging from 12 to 15
years for trying to set off a
bomb near a Palestinian girls"
school in Arab East Jerusa­
lem.

The injured seven-year­
old boy is a son of one of the
three jailed settlers.

said the violence startedwhen
Palestinians threw stones at
BatAyin settlers praying on a
nearby hill before the Jewish
Passover holiday. Safa resi­
dents said about 290 settlers,
some of them carrying weap­
ons, entered the village.

Soldiers fired rubber­
coated metal bullets and also
used tear gas during the
crashes with Palestinian

- 'Stone-throwers,villagers said.
There were no reports of any
injuries or arrests among the
settlers.

Last Thursday, a Palestin­
ianwieldingan.axekilleda 13-

Dozens of'Israelis from
a Jewish settlement
where a Palestinian

killed a youth last week ram­
paged yesterday through a
West Bank Arab village,
smashing car windows and
damaging homes, residents
and medics said.

At least five Palestinians
were injured in violence that
included confrontations be­
tween stone-throwing villag­
ers and Israeli soldiers who
arrived at the scene after the
settlers, from Bat Ayin, en­
tered neighboring Safa.

An Israeli military source

Jewish settlers rampage through W!Bank village

said the interceptor shot down "a missile
simulating a ballistic threat in especially chal­
lenging conditions." It called the test "an
important step in the development program
and the development of operational abilities
to counter the growing threat of ballistic
missiles in the region." .

Defense Minister Ehud Barak watched'
Tuesday's intercept from a military helicop­
ter, the ministry said. According to the Is­
raeli Embassy in Washington, Pentagon rep­
resentatives also were present.

The Arrow project is being developed
by Israel Aerospace Industries Ltd. and Chi­
cago-based Boeing Co. at a cost of more than .
$1 billion. It was spurred largely by the fail­
ure of the U.S. military's Patriot missiles to
intercept Iraqi Scud rockets that struck Is­
rael in the 1991 Gulf War.

. Several batteries of Arrow missiles are
already operational. But Israel has been work­
ing to perfect the system to deal with in­
creasingly complicated threats, such as mis­
siles that strike at extremely high speeds from
high altitudes and could split apart as they
approach their targets.

Iran has worked hard to increase the ac­
curacy of its missiles. In November, it suc­
cessfully test-fired the Sajjil, a solid fuel high­
speed missile with a range 1,250miles (2,000
kilometers). Solid fuel is considered a sig­
nificant breakthrough because it increases
accuracy.

Erael successfully tested an anti-missile
ystem designed to protect the country
gainst Iranian attack, the Defense Min­

istry said, perfecting technology developed
in response to failures of similar systems
during the 1991 Gulf War.

The intercept of a dummy missile was
the 17th test of the Arrow system, a U.S.­
Israelijoint venture. Israeli defense officials
said the interceptor was an upgraded Ar­
row II, designed to counter Iran's Shahab
ballistic missile.

Israel has. identified Iran as its biggest
threat,citing the country's nuclear program
and its development of long-range ballistic
missiles. Those fears have been com­
pe-snded by Iranian President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad's repeated calls for the de­
struction of the Jewish state.

Israel believes Iran is developing nuclear
weapons that could pose a threat to its ex­
istence. Iran denies that and says its nuclear
work is for peaceful purposes such as en­
ergy production. Israel has threatened mili­
tary action, and Iran has said.it would strike
back, warning last month that Israel's own
nuclear facilities were within missile range.

Iran's Shahab-3 missiles have a range
ofup to 1,250 miles (2,000 kilometers), put­
ting Israel well within striking distance, Ira­
nian officials were not available for com­
ment on the Israeli test.

In a statement, the Defense Ministry

Israel tests system to shoot
down Iranian missiles
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kCbinese court yes­
erday handed down
eath sentences to

two Tibetans accused of
starting deadly fires in last
year's anti-government riots
in Tibet, state media and a
court officer said.

It was the first report of
death sentences given out for
the March 14violence in the
Tibetan capital, Lhasa, that
Chinese officials say killed 22
people. The violence led to the
most sustained uprising
against Chinese rule in de­
cades. State media say 76
people have been sentenced
and more than 950 detained.

Beijing claims the pro­
tests were part of a violent
campaign by the Tibetan
spiritual leader, the Dalai
Lama, and his supporters to
throw off Chinese rule in Ti­
bet and sabotage last
August's Beijing Olympics.
The Dalai Lama has denied
the charge and has said he
seeks only significant au­
tonomy for Tibet under con­
tinued Chinese rule.

The Lhasa Municipal In­
tennediate People's Court also
gave suspended death sen­
tences to two other people,
and sentenced another to life
imprisonment, the official
Xinhua News Agency said in
a brief report.

Suspected US
strike kills three
in Pakstan

uspected us missile
rike killed three
ilitants and wou­

nded four other people in a
Pakistan tribal area bordering
Afghanistan yesterday, secu­
rity officials said.

''Drones initially flew over
mountains around Gangi
Khel, where the Taliban have
some positions. There was
some ground fire towards one
of the drones and they left the
area," said one security offi­
cial, on condition of anonym­
ity. Gangi Khel is a village
around five kilometres west of
Wana, the main town in the
semi-autonomous South
Waziristan district.

"Drones returned after
some time and targeted a ve­
hicle, which was parked near
some shops. Three people
were killed in the attack. Four
others were wounded - they
were either shopkeepers or
local residents," the official
said.

Two security officials de­
scribed the three dead asmili­
tants, revising an initial death
toll of two.

It was not immediately
clear whether any high-value
targets were killed.

Another security official
had earlier said it was not
known whether the target was
a vehicle or a house.

Wednesday's strike
comes the day after Pakistan
told visiting US envoys that
drone attacks fuelled extrem­
ism in the nuclear-armed na­
tion and flagged up "red lines"
in Pakistan's cooperation with
Washington's war against
extremists.

More than 35 missile
strikes have killed over 350
people since August 2008,
fanning hostility against the
United States and the govern­
ment in Pakistan, where more
than 1,700 people have died
in extremist bombings in two
years.

The US military does not,
as a rule, confirm drone at­
tacks, but its armed forces and
Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) operating in Afghani­
stan are the only forces that
deploy drones in the region.

Italy yesterday began
burying some of the 250
people killed in medieval

towns flattened by a quake,
while rescuers hampered by
aftershocks hunted for
people buried alive in the
rubble.

A mass state funeral for
the victims and a national
day of mourning are ex­
pected to be held on Friday,
Italian officials said, al­
though the first private ser­
vice was due yesterday.

The death toll climbed
overnight to 250 when res­
cuers pulled out 15 more
bodies from the rubble. In
Rome, Pope Benedict again
prayed for the victims and
said he would visit the area
soon.

With about 17,000 people
made homeless by the
quake, Italy's worst in three
decades, thousands of dis­
traught people passed a fit­
ful night in tent villages, ter­
rified by strong aftershocks
felt in mountainous Abruzzo
and nearby Rome.

China sentences
2 to death over

Tibet riot

Italy begins
earthquake
funerals

u.s.-led troops killed as Poland's President Lech where thousands of new bombs and building an am- the victim.
six militants who al Kaczynski held talks in U.S. troops will deploy later bush site, the coalition said Also yesterday, a road-
legedly were plant- Kabul with President Hamid this year to try to reverse in a statement. side blast hit' a civilian ve-

ing roadside bombs for an Karzai and reiterated his militant gains of the last NATO said in a state- hicle south of Kandahar
ambush in southern Af- country's plans to increase three years. ment that one of its soldiers city, wounding six civilians..
ghanistan yesterday, while its troop contribution in the. In the southern Uruzgan was killed in a "hostile inci- said the spokesman for
a clash elsewhere in the re- country by 20 percent this province, U.S. coalition and dent" in southern Afghani- Kandahar province's gover-
gion killed one NATO sol- year. Southern Afghanistan . Afghan troops killed sixmili- stan, but it did not provide nor, Zalmai Ayubi. Two of
dier. is the center of a growing tants with mortar fire while the exact location of the in- those hurt were in critical

The latest violence came Taliban-Ied insurgency, they were planting roadside cident or the nationality of condition, he said.

US-led troops kill6Afghans

.. .. WORLD REPORT -

tives spent more than four
hours talking privately with
Cuban President Raul
Castro, his first encounter
with U.S. officials since for­
mally replacing his brother
as head of state nearly 14
months ago.

And it comes as Wash­
ington discusses whether
to warm up long-chilly rela­
tions with Cuba. Obama has
ordered an assessment of
U.S. policy toward the com­
munist nation and some
members of Congress are
pushing to lift a ban on
Americans visiting the is­
land.

also met Fidel with Illinois
Democratic Rep. Bobby
Rush, said Castro "looked
directly into our eyes" and
asked how Cuba could help
Obama in his efforts to
change the course of U.S.
foreign policy.

Richardson said she had
the impression that 82-year­
old Fidel wants to see
changes in U.S.-Cuba rela­
tions in his lifetime. Lee said
she found Castro "very
healthy, very energetic, very
clear thinking."

The surprise encounter
came a day after the full del­
egation of six representa-

discuss better relations with
the United States.

"We believe it is time to
open dialogue and discus­
sion with Cuba," Lee told a
news conference in Wash­
ington upon the caucus
mem bers' return. "Cubans
do want dialogue. They do
want talks. They do want
normal relations."

Lee said the group
would present its findings to
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, a fel­
low Democrat from Califor­
nia, and White House and
State Department officials.

California Democratic
Rep. Laura Richardson, who

k'very healthy, very
nergetic" Fidel
astro asked visiting

Congressional Black Caucus
members what Cuba could
do to help President Barack
Obama improve bilateral re­
lations during his first meet­
ing with U.S. officials since
falling illin 2006.

Caucus leader Rep. Bar­
bara Lee, a Democrat from
California, said the ailing
former Cuban president
talked for nearly two hours
with her and two other del­
egation members on Tues­
day in a meeting seen as sig­
naling Cuba's willingness to

Castro seeks better ties with Obama's US

Nattawut Saikuar told the cheering crowd of so-called "Red
Shirts," adding that they planned to stay in place until Friday.

Abhisit rejected the protesters' demands to dissolve his
four-month-old administration and hold fresh elections, warn­
ing of strong action if there was any violence.

"The government will act decisively with any provocateurs,"
he told reporters. "1 will not dissolve the house because of
violence."

He said some protesters wanted to trigger "chaos on the
streets," adding that an attack on his car on Tuesday showed
there were deliberate efforts to provoke the government.

Abhisit insisted there was no threat to a summit of Asian
leaders, including the Chinese and Japanese premiers, due to
start Friday in the resort ofPattaya - the place where his car
came under attack. "All oftlie leaders still confirm that they will
attend the meeting," he said.

Mre than 100,000 anti-government protesters rallied in
Bangkok yesterday in their biggest bid yet to topple
remier Abhisit Vejjajiva, deepening Thai-land's po­

litical crisis ahead of a key Asian summit.
Demonstrators dressed in signature red shirts massed out­

side the house of a top royal aide whom they accuse of master­
minding the 2006 coupthat ousted former PrimeMinisterThaksin
Shinawtra and eventually led to Abhisit's rise. '

They also gathered outside the offices of the British-born
Abhisit, where protesters have staged a sit-in for the past two
weeks, chanting "Bring-Thaksin back:,Abhisit get out!" Thou­
sands of'security forces guarded key sites across the capital,
but there was no immediate sign of violence despite the prime
minister's warnings that a core group of protesters would try to
provoke bloodshed.

"We came here to expel the government," protest leader

More than 100,000 rally against Thai PM
Anti-government demonstrators in devil costumes join a rally outside the home of King Bhumibo Adulyadej's top
adviser, Prem Tinsulanonda in Bangkok, resterday. Photo: AP
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-TIe skeleton of a German retiree who tied himself to
the top of a tree and shot himself to death nearly 30
years ago has been found by a hiker.

German police in the southern town of Landshut said
on Monday the 69-year-old man disappeared in 1980 and
had been classified as missing.

An 18-year-old hiker discovered a bone in the forest

last week and brought it to police. They searched the area
and spotted the skeleton hanging about 11meters up, near
the top of the spruce tree.

"After searching the area we found the skeleton up in
the tree with the pistol hanging on a rope next to it," police
spokesman Leonard Mayer said. Police were able to iden­
tify the man through DNA testing and an artificial hip.

Skeleton found in tree 29 years after suicide

and clothes.
A criminal complaint

filed Monday quoted a 47-
year-old man as saying he
knew gasoline is flammable
and never should have
used it.

The complaint said that

man faces an arson
. harge after telling

uthoritieshe wasn't
thinkingwhen he decided to
use gasoline for cleaning up
his apartment, and then
tossed a lit cigarette 'into a
pile of gas-soaked cushions

burns.
Firefighters said the

blaze extensively damaged
the apartment and caused
heavy smoke damage
throughout the building,
putting tenants of 11 other
units out of their homes.

when the fire began Friday,
he didn't pull the fire alarm
but instead shouted "fire" a
couple times and walked to
the Menasha police depart­
ment for an ambulance to
take him to the hospital
where he was treated for

Man decides to clean with gasoline while smoking
Share and share alike: a male chimp will give up his hard-earned catch for sex

DrGomes.
The "meat for sex hypothesis" had already been pro­

posed to explainwhymale chimpsmight sharewith females.
But previous attempts to record the phenomenon failed,

because researchers looked for direct exchanges, where a
male shared meat with a fertile female and copulated with
her right away.

Dr Gomes' team took a new approach. In a previous.
study, she had found that grooming exchange - where the
animals take it in turns to groom each other - happens over
long periods, she related.

"So we thought, why not meat and sex? We looked at
chimps when they were not in oestrus, this means they
don't have sexualswellingsand aren't copulating.The males
still share with them - they might share meat with a female
one day, and only copulate with her a day or two later."

Dr Gomes thinks that her findings could even provide
clues about human evolution.

She suggests this study could lay the foundations for
human studies exploring the link between "good hunting

, skills and reproductive success".
"This has got me really interested in humans," she said.

"I'm thinking ofmoving on to working with hunter-gather­
ers."

Chimpanzees enter into "deals" whereby they ex­
change meat for sex, according to researchers. Male
chimps that arewilling to share the proceeds of their

hunting expeditions mate twice as often as their more self-
ish counterparts. .
. This is a long-termexchange, somales continue to share

their catch with females when they are not fertile, copulat-
. _ ing with them when they are. The team describe their find-

A fireman recov~rs.documents from a~ongst the rums of ings in the journal PLoS One. .
t~e collapsed building of the town archive of the German CristinaGomesandher colleagues,fromtheMaxPlanck
city of Cologne, March 17,2009. Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in Germany, stud­

ied chimps in the Tai Forest reserve in Ivory Coast.
She and her team observed the animals as they hunted,

and monitored the number of times they copulated.
"By sharing, the males increase the number of times

they mate, and the females increase their intake of calo­
ries," saidDr Gomes.

"What's amazing is that if amale shares with a particu­
lar female, he doubles the number of times he copulates
with her, which is likely to increase the probability of
fertilising that female.".

Meat is important for the animals' diet because it is so
high in protein. Since female chimps do not usually.hunt,
"they have a hard time getting it on their own," explained

Chimpanzees
exchange meat for sex
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The Project Manager,
Sakata Health System Development Project 11
Shehu Kangiwa Secretariat, Block 13, r' Floor

Tel/Fax 234 60-237059 Or GSM No. 08036271172,
08035044025

7. Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before 10.00
am local time on Thursday, 7th May, 2009. All bids must be
accompanied by a bids security of at least 2% of bid price or an
equivalent amount in a feely convertible currency. Late bids
will be rejected. Bids will be opened in the presence of the
bidders representatives who choose to attend at the address
below at 10.00 am local time on Thursday, 7thMay, 2009.

6. A complete set of bidding documents in English Language
may be purchased by interested bidders on the submission of a
Written application tothe address below and upon payment of a
non-refundable fee of Ten Thousand Naira (NIO,OOO/orin
Equivalent of US Dollars). The method of payment will be
Bank Draft or Cash to Sokoto State Health System
Development Project II. The document will be collected by
hand or sent by Courier Services on request.

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information
from (SHSDP II Office) and inspect the bidding documents at
the address given below from 9:00 am to 3:00 p.m. on
Monday to Thursday, & from lO:OOam to 1:00pm on
Fridays, commencing on Thursday 9th April, 2009 except on
public/holidays.

4. Bidding will be conducted through the National Competitive
Bidding (NCB) procedures specified in the World Bank's
Guidelines: Procurement under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits,
and is open to all bidders from eligible source countries as
defined in the Guidelines.

Bidders may bid for anyone or more lots and discounts offered
for the award of combined lots would be considered in bid
evaluation.

3. a. OeD.Sets
2. 30SeaterBus

4

SHSDPIIOffice 60days1. 8. 4WD Double Cabin 3 At least.2% of Bid Price
h. Saloon Car

TheProject Manager,
Sokoto Health System Development Project 1I
Shehu Kangiwa Secretariat, Block 13, 2"'1Floor

Tel/Fax 23460-237059 Or GSM No. 08036271172, 08035044025

6. A complete set of bidding documents in English Language may
be purchased by interested bidders on the submission of a
written application to the address below and upon payment of a
non-refundable fee of Ten Thousand Naira (NlO,OOO/orin
Equivalent of US Dollars). The method of payment will be Bank
Draft or Cash to Sokoto State Health System Development
Project II. The document will be collected by hand or sent by

. Courier Services on request.
7. Bids must be delivered to the address below at or before 10.00

am local time on Thursday, T" May. 2009. All bids must be
accompanied by a security of at least 2% of bid price or an
equivalent amount in a feely convertible currency. Late bids will
be rejected. Bids will be opened in the presence of the bidder's
representatives who choose to attend at the address below at
10.00 am local time onThursday, r:May,2009.

5. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information from
(SHSDP II Office) and inspect the bidding documents at the
address given below from 9:00 am to 3:00 p.m. on Monday to
Thursday and from 10:00 am to 1:00pm on Fridays,
commencing on the Thursday, 9111April, 2009 except on public
holidays.

4. Bidding will be conducted through the National Competitive
Bidding (NCB) procedures specified in the World Bank's
Guidelines: Procurement under IBRD Loans and IDA Credits,
and is open to all bidders from eligible' source countries as
defined in the Guidelines.

Bidders may bid for anyone or more lots and discounts offered
for the award of combined lots would be considered in bid
evaluation.

Lot: Description ofItem Bid Security DeliveryLocation Delivery
Schedule
(Shipment)

1. Text Books At least 2% of Bid Price SHSDPII Office 60 daYS
2. Teaching Aid At least~;(l of Bid Price SHSDPUOffice 60davs
1 Laboratorv EQWOOlent At least 2% of Bid Price SHSDPII Office Wdavs

The Sokoto State Health System Development Project IInow
invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the supply of the
following:

3.

The Federal Government of Nigeria has received credit from the
International Development Association (IDA) towards the cost
of Health System Development project n. And it intends to
apply part of the proceeds of this credit to payments under the
contract for procurement of TEXT BOOKS, TEACIDNG
AID& LABORATORYEQUIFMENT.

2.

This invitation for bids follows the general procurement notice
for this project that appeared in Development Business (dg
Market)

1.

The Federal Government of Nigeria
SOI(O~Q STATE HEALTH DEVELOPMENT

. PROJECTII
(PROCUREMENT OF TEXT BOOKS, TEACHING

AID AND LABORATORY EQUIPMENT)
Credit No. 4522 UNI-IFB No.
SOIHSDPIIIAF/045INCB/09

Invitation for Bids
•

Delivery Delivery
Location Schedule

(Shipment)

Qty Bid Security

I
Lot. lrem

3. The Sokoto State Health Development Project II now invites
sealed bids from eligible bidders for the supply ofthe following:

.2. The Federal Government of Nigeria has received credit from the
International DevelopmentAssociation (IDA) towards. the cost of
Health System Development project II. And it intends to apply
part of the proceeds of this credit to payments under the contract
for procurement of VEHICLES, GEN. SETS AND
TRANSFORMERS

1. This invitation for bids follows the general procurement notice
for this project that appeared in Development Business (dg
Market)

The Federal Government of Nigeria
SOKOTO STATE HEALTH DEVELOPMENT

PROJECT II
(PROCUREMENT OF VEHICLES, GEN. SETS AND

TRANSFORMERS)
Credit No. 4522 UNI-IFB No.
SOIHSDPIIIAFI046INCB/09

Invitation for Bids
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Signed
AHMED MOHAMMED SULE
Chief Public Relations Officer

For: Director-General

•

Only prequalified contractors will be invited to tender for the Commercial bidding.
Opening of Tenders
* Th~ commercial bids will be opened by 2.00p.m. prompt on Monday,

Apnl 27,2009 .
Venue of opening of bids will be:­
NIHOTOUR's Conference Room,
NO.3 Hargeysa Street, OffAccra Street,
Zone 5-Wuse, Abuja.

NB:
5.0

INVITATION FOR PRE· QUALlFI.CATION:
to The Nat,mal Institute for Hospitality & Tourism (NIHOTOUR) is desirous of
executing its capital projects under the 2009 fiscal year and hereby invites interested
and competent contractors to bid for the following job aspects:-

A. Construction of a demonstration Kitchen and Restaurant at NIHOTOUR Kano
Campus;

B. Construction ofa student hostel, 200 capacity at NIHOTOUR Kana campus;
C. Construction of road network within the premises of NIHOTOUR Kana campus;
D. Renovation/construction of a student hostel, 150 capacity at NIHOTOUR

Enugu campus; ,
E. Purchase of a 150KVAgeneratorfor N1HOTOUR Bauchi campus;
F. Purchase of a 150KVAgeneratorfor NIHOTOUR Kaduna campus;
G. Purchase of a 150KVAgeneratorforNIHOTOUR Lagos campus; .
H. Purchase ota 150KVAgeneratorforNIHOTOUR Benin campus:
I. Purchase of a 150KVAgeneratorfor NIHOTOUR Enugu campus;
J. Supply of teaching aids and equipment to Nigerian Hotel and Catering Schools

Benin, Lagos, Enugu and Kaduna, as well as, NIHOTOUR Bauchi and Kano
campuses;

K. Supply of library books to Nigerian Hotel and Catering Schools Benin, Lagos,
Enugu, Kaduna, as well as, Bauchi and kano campuses:

2.0 Pre·QualificationDocultlents
,The prospective contractors are expected to submit their company's co.rporate profile
containing the following'information/docurneots:

(i) Certificate of Incorporation;
(ii) Evidence of Registration with Federal Ministry of Works ( i.e for all construction

works);
(iii) Tax Certificate for the last three (3)yearsand VAT Registration Certificate;
(iv) Evidence of experience in similar jobs within the last three (3) years with

detailed description of the works and the contract price;
(v) Bank Statementforthe past twelve (12) months;
(vi) (Letter of Attestation on good finanCial standing of the Company from a

reputable commercial Bank;
(vii) Evidence of payment ofTender Fee with the Institute for those Companies that

have been pre-qualified. '

3.0 TenderDocuments
Tender Documents, which contain detailed description of the projects, should be
obtained at NIHOTOUR Headquarters, No. ~,Hargeysa Street, OffAccra Street. Zone
5, Wuse-Abuja and these will be issued only..tb successfully pre qualified contractors.
4.0 SubmissionofDocuments '.

All Pre-qualification Documents should be submitted in sealed envelopes
clearly marked:

(i) "Pre-qualification for e.g. proposed demonstration kitchen and
Restaurant for NIHOTOUR, Kano Campus." While the tender should be

(ii) "Tender for e.g. proposed demonstration kitchen and Restaurant for
NIHOTOUR, Kano Campus."

The sealed envelope should be submitted within two (2) weeks from the date of this
publication, Le. onlbefore 12 noon of April 20TH. 2009 to the address indicated
below:

The Director-General,
National Institute for Hospitality &Tourism,
No.3 Hargeysa Street, Off Accra Street,
Zone 5 - Wuse, Abuja.
Attention: Director of Admin. &Supplies;

NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM
NO.3 HARGEYSASTREET,OPP.ACCRA STREET,WUSE ZONE 5, ABUJA

Signed;
MANAGMENT

We thank you for your support and assure you that we will do our best'
to keep your trust.

This, we will continue to do in our free opinion columns and with
advertorials where some readers feel strongly enough to pay for them,

Finally, we wish to assure our readers that we will not shy away from
publishing fair and balanced criticisms of any government or
individuals, which is in the nature of free exchange of ideas.

The new policy is depicted hereunder
1. The writer( s) of such advertorials must not be anonymous but

people who can stand by what they say, with their full names
and address. '

2. If there is any accusation against any,person or organization,
such writer(s) must substantiate th~ claims with evidence
which can stand before a Court of Law. For example, if they
claim that a contract was inflated, they must show Media Trust,
relevant documents to back this up.

3. The placement must be fully paid for, before it is carried.
4. The author(s) should be prepared to accept corrections or

alterations made by us but the corrected version would be
shown to the author( s), before publishing.

5. The publishers have the right to reject any piece considered to
be libelous, containing assertions without supporting facts and
figures to prove the authenticity of such claims.

6. In the alternative, we are prepared to enter into an indemnity
agreement with those who place such advertorial which will
put the onus of proof squarely on them.

7. Media Trust employees that collect such materials havebeen
instructed to contact the Advert Manager, who will also consult
further with the relevant superior officers to analyze the piece
before placement is made.

8. If the publishers of Daily Trust, Weekly Trust, Sunday Trust
and Aminiya newspapers reject any material regarded as
unprintable based on the above consideration, they will not
enterinto any correspondence with the author( s).

Caught between our desire to give voice to the concerns of the .
voiceless and to protect public officers and institutions from unfair and
demoralizing attacks, we have been forced to develop amore stringent
policy for the placement of advertorials, petitions and other related
materials in the pages of our newspapers.

But we are also aware that professional agitators can use the pages on
newspapers to malign governments, companies and individuals on
spurious grounds.

M edia Trust Limited,
publishers of Daily
Trust, Weekly Trust,

Sunday Trust and Aminiya
newspapers take very seriously
its responsibility to the public to
publish all points of view,
including those we do not share.
We think this is the function of
an independent, liberal
newspaper dedicated to the
pursuit of the common good.
We are also conscious of the fact
that it is a shortsighted business
policy for a newspaper to shut out a particular point of view fo~its own
reason or due to pressure from powerful institutions and advertisers.

POLICY ON PUBLICATION OF
ADVERTORIALS, PETITIONS AND

RELATED l\'IATERIALS
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'revert to old way. The naira
may still fall."

Meanwhile, Pounce has
also gone up again against
the Naira as one BR pounce
now equals toN240.ABCON
said the government needs
to act fast as the economy
may be the worst for it.

The association called
on the CBN to revert to the
old system prevalent in the
sector as the new system
being used has not helped
matter.

Itwould be recalled that
the CBN two weeks pumped
dollars into circulation and
the Naira slightly appreci- .
ated. But the joy that fol­
lowed the appreciation was
short lived as the Naira last
weekend began to nose dive
again.

refer to as touts and sell to
them at higher rates of be­
tweenN171 andNl72. They
are given private accounts
to pay to in order to avoid
the monitoring from the
CBN. It is these touts who
now sell to the BDCs who in
turn sell at higher rates.

"The government should
investigate the banks with
view to stopping the round
tripping they are carrying out
because if truth must be told
the banks are really ruining
the country's economy. I
have been doing indepen­
dent monitoring of the com­
mercial banks for a long time
and I discover that Nigerian
banks do everything illegal •
that is detrimental· to the
country in order to make
huge profits", he said.

ABCON had told Daily
Trust that the fire brigade
approach employed by the
CBN two weeks ago, which

said since banks sell only to
touts at N171 or Nl72 "they
(touts) call us and sell to us
and since we are in the busi­
ness to gain we also put
some amounts and that is
why Dollar now goes for be­
tween N180 and.N182 in the
country."

He said unless the CBN
takes drastic measure
against the banks, the round
tripping being done by them,
as per the excharige rates,
may soon spell doom for the
sector, adding that the way
things are going the dollar
may hit N200 again.

"This will surely have a
negative effect on our
economy generally," he
added.

"We said then that the
CBN measure to flood the
market with dollars would
not bring lasting solution to
the crisis in the market, now
we are vindicated. You can

Meanwhile, the Associa­
tion of Bureau De Change
Operators of Nigeria
(ABCON) has accused the
commercial banks in the
country of round tripping as
they deliberately sell dollars
to touts at rates higher than
the official rate given by the
Central Bank of Nigeria
(CBN).

Efforts to get the CBN's
comment on the matter failed.

Speaking with Daily
Trust in Lagos yesterday,
.the Public Relation Officer of
ABCON, Mr Olajide Shittu
said the government should
hold the commercial banks
operating in the country re­
sponsible for the ongoing
appreciation of the dollar
against the country's cur­
rency as they continuously
refuse to sell to genuine cus­
tomers but rather sell to touts
who in turn increase the price
arid sell to the BDCs.

From left: Mr. Frank Nweke Jnr, Mr. Emeka Onwuka, GMD/CEO Diamond Bank Pic; Malam Sanusi
Lamido Sanusi, GMD/CEO First Bank ofNigeria Pic and Mr. Chris Newson, CEO, Stanbic IBTC Bank Pic at the CEO
Brainstorming Session hosted by.FirstBank preparatory to the World Economic Forum holding in June.

made the Naira to appreciate
a little against the Dollar and
some other foreign curren­
cies, may not be the perma­
nent solution to the problem.

Itsaid: "But I can tell you
this may not be the perma­
nent solution as we may still

Stock
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see what is going on now.
. The Dollar has jumped to
N180, N182 again and the
trend may likely continue as
the banks refuse to sell at
official rates. The banks
should be held responsible
because they have continu­
ously refused to sell to cus­
tomers directly at official
rates ofN140 andN150; in­
stead they call people I can

According to Mr. Shittu,
banks "call some people and
sell to them at between N170
and NI72 and they are told
to pay into' private accounts
of some of the banks' man­
agers to avoid monitoring
from the CBN."

The ABCON spokesman

From Zakariyya
Adaramola, LagosDespite measures

taken by the Central
Bank to reverse the

falling trend in the value of
Nigeria's currency, yester­
day it became apparent that
the value ofNaira was on the
downward trend.

The dollar was ex­
changed for between N180 .
and N182 at the parallel mar­
ket yesterday.

.FG·,urged to rescue small
businesses

... ~ .- .

• FCC wades
intoPTDF
.schnlarship
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~ Fr~ [saS;1d~,Kano JI as entrepreneurs of northern cially those in the north,
.---- _ - -- origin it is our duties to en- should emulate.
en; at subsidised rate. Be- courage the implementation "The 2009 budget passed
cause ofthe large number of of good policies as develop- by Wamakko speaks volume
the commodity. the product ment of the north would on the commitment of the
is still in stock for the dry translate to the development governor to address the prob­
season farming,Jirgi averred. of our people and busi- lems of Sokoto State. The

"Gone are the days when nesses," Jirgi said. budget also speaks volume
North, and the country in Jirgi explained that the on the Wamako's style of
general, would keep on rely- proposed. plan to empower leadership and also indicates
ing on oil for survival espe- about 30,000 youths in 2009 that he is the type of leader
cially if the present predica- by Sokoto State is com- which his state and the coun­
ment ~hatfell the oil price is mendable and is something, try need at this critical time of
anything to go by. Therefore, which other states, espe- our economy," Jirgi said.

MTN out with innovative products,
In its determination to en services through innovation' which

rich the lives of its sub. derivesfromwhathehas learnt
'hers MTNN' . has relations who are not on the from his own life which is ascn, rgena MTN tw rk" .?

adopted a strategy of sustain- T~een~w 'products and clasrik'rae 1rnches~%rr·
abl~ cus~omer engagement services will be showcased brand ~sse~cti:b'ased o!
~ch WIJI enhan~ bo~ eXd across three locations in .constant innovation, which
1 ~ an new p uc an Abuja and Lagos during a se- has set the business apart as
servtces. .. ries of mega events tagged a true leader m the forefront

S~akingon this ground- 'MTN Innovation Day.' of the ICT revolution in sub-
breakmg. development, f'1r. The MTN Innovation Saharan Africa. F.orInstance,
Bola A!cmgbade, the Chief Day will play host to Les ~TN recently l!1troduced
Marketing and Strategy Of- Brown, a renowned public ~OneW?rld, aseamless
ficer, MTN, said "MTN has speaker, author and television roammg service designed to
d7veloped pr~cts and SeT- personality, who rose to inter- boost cross-border !D0ve­
vices to meet Its customers' nationalprominence by deliv- ments of'Nigeriantouristsand
'special needs' in unique ering highl cha ed s- entrepreneurs. With that,W . y . rg me MTN customers, especially
ways. ~ want our custom- sages which motivate pe<?ple_ those on the prepaid platform
7rs t? enjoy the latest offer- ~n how t? shake off'medioc- no longer have to buy SIMs
mgs .m~e worl~ of t~lecom- nty, and liveup to their great- oflocal MTNnetworksinparts
munications, which will place ness. He will speak on the ofWestAfiica where MTN is
them aheadof theirfiiendsand theme 'Enriching lives present.

Kano based public
nd media consult
nt, Albaji lbrahim

MubammadJirgi. yesterday
urged the northern gover­
nors to emulate Sokoto
State's agricultural develop­
ment initiatives, saying the
policies of the Wamako ad­
ministration towards agricul­
ture are good enough to re­
vive the declining sector in
the north.

Jirgi, Chairman Tripple
Cee Investment Ltd, said he
was moved to make the call
by the provisions of Sokoto
State's 2009 budget on agri­
culture and youths empow­
erment.

According to him, mea­
sures on the ways to mini­
mize rural-urban migration
through the empowerment
of peasant farmers and un­
employed youths as con­
tained in Sokoto State's 2009
budget are what the north
need to diversify from oil to
agriculture for survival.

He said from the onset of
the last rainy season the
state government has pro­
cured 24,610 metric tones of
assorted fertilizers at the to­
tal cost ofN3billion, which
were sold to the state's farm-

Northern govs urged to emulate Wamako on agric
l

we.lcolmiJlgthe
DirwtGr...ce.nlofSeauide:s lIIIdEubaJlgeCommission (SEC), Malam MusaAl-Faki (right) to the 3rd Convocation
ftRaIOIl)'ofdleNigftiu CoIJegeofAuountanc:y (NCA)inJos recently.

.NSE to ban erring brokers
A ~part of efforts auned at N29 .90 per share.

J-\.:~ee~~~~~~a~!~t~~* Stock market sheds 7\ T8 542bn Oan~~I~~~t~~:se~~h~~~O
market and to forestall there- uti 11t~ ...,lV4 • loss to close atN65.00 per
occurrence of theAfrican Pe- . Fro Ka od Ek d ' in 606 deals. 17.557 million shares worth with a gain ofN4.51 to close share, BCC NO.92to close at
troleum Pic share price ma- I m y e un ayo, I Activities in the shares NI0.709million in48 deals. at N140.02 per share, AP. N21.76pershare,UAC-Prop-

i Lagos !.nipulationsaga, the Nigerian - of Standard Alliance Insur- Nestle led others on the N3.89 to close atN83.51 per ertyNO.86tocloseatN16.44
Stock Exchange (NSE) yes- shares required to move the with UACNNO.
terday announced its deci- prices of equities on the sec­
sion to sanction some of its ondary market, either up­
dealing members for flouting ward or downward, was put
its laws, especially as it per- at 50,000 units by the !lit­
tains to movement in the thorities of the NSE. The
sha~e price of quoted com- NSE had reduced the mini­
parnes. mum units from 100,000 to

Speaking on the floor of 50,000 units in the wake of
the NSE, in Lagos, yester- the protracted bearish run in
day, Mr. Binos Yaroe, Gen- the market last year, follow­
eral Manager / Head, Mar- ing submissions by various
ket Operations and Informa- stakeholders on ways to ad­
tion Technology Depart- dress the continuous de­
ment, disclosed that the NSE, cline in the share prices of
as a result of closer monitor- quoted equities.
ing of activities on the NSE, He however called on
observed a number of'irregu- stockbrokers to desist from
larities being perpetrated by such illegal activities in the
some of its dealing members near future, so as to prevent
and decided to address the putting the integrity of the
issue to prevent its escala- market in question..
tion. Meanwhile, the market

As a result, Yaroe said shed N8.542 billion yester­
any dealing involved in day. about 0.2 per cent to
such unlawful act would be close at N4.520 trillion
barred fiom II3ding on the against theprevioos trading
flooc ofN45281rillioo..

"We have stepped up All share index also lost
our monitoring of activities 37.76 points or 0.2 per cent
in the capital market.. While to close at 19,980.79 points
closely monitoring themar- level in COIdr3st to 1hepre­
kef, we observed some ir- vious day trading of
regularities. We observed 20,01855 poiJds level
dJat some dealing JDeOJbeq Atoalof237.436mi11ion
aremoving 1heprices ofcer- shares' were traosacted on
tam stockswithout achiev- the floor on Wednesday
ing the requimIminill1lUD against the Tuesday's U3d­
We discovered dJat people iogof246.067millionsbares
are moving prices of these wOl1bNl.297biJlionin6,708
stocks with the trading of deals
. only one unit. To this end. Banking sub sector led
wemaybebaningsomedeal- otb'er sub sectors with a to­
Jng JJJeOJbaJ fiom trading on tal of 152.803million shares
the floor soon. Those re- wOl1bNL061billioo. in3.269
spoosible for it, they know deals
themselves and we know Activities in the shares
them. We are appealing to ofFirst City Mooument Bank
them to stop it:',Yaroe~. drive the sub sector with

He noted that itd~- 30.664million shares worth
ered that!lOltJe of the itOOk· Nl44.020mill.ionexcbanged
brokers are moving the in 122 deals. This was
prJce5 of certain stockswith· closely followed with trans-­
out satisfying the minimum actions in the shares of
required unitJ to move the WemaBanJdnwhich30.140
prices of such stocks, add- million shares were ex­
inS that it hopes to mete out ci1angedforNI04.S87 million
8anction~ to erring stock- in 12deals.
brokers to serve all a deter- Insurance sub sector fol-
rent to others. lowed with a total51.1 09mil-

The minimum unit of lionsharesvaluedatN38.472
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atN90, who will buy mine? It
means 1will run out of busi­
ness," he reasons.

Alhaji Abdullahi Idris,
who was the commissioner
for Housing and Transport
in Gombe state, said govern­
ment can always come tothe
aide of small and medium
enterprises in the country
because it is in its own inter­
. est to ensure that companies
that provide employment
opportunities to the people
are given all the necessary
support to survive whatever
calamity befalls them.

Peace MFB leases 15 buses in
4 months

be used to service the Mano .
river region via Freetown.'
Nigeria's first brand new
Boeing 737-800NG aircraft
operated by Arik Air was
also on display at the
ceremony.

Arik Air is expected to
connect key markets from
Lagos, all the way along the
West Coast to Freetown,
Banjul and Dakar. It is '
expected that the
connection of the Mano
river region byArikAir will
improve accessibility to the
region:

The Boeing 737-700 (City
of Freetown) to be dedicated
to this route is a modern
state-of-the-art aircraft
configured to carry 124
passengers with 12business
class seats and 112
economy seats. It is one of
the two latest Boeing 737-
700 aircraft delivered to the
airline inMarch 2009.

connecting Freetown with
London Gatwick if granted
such right. He called on
Sierra Leoneans to fly Arik
Air when the Lagos­
Freetown flight would
commence.

Sir Arumemi-Johnson
was also full of praises for
President, Umaru Yar'adua
for his leadership role in the
west coast as the chairman
of the Economic Cornmunity
of West African States
(ECOWAS).

Managing Director, Arik
Air, Mr. Michael McTighe
promised that the airline
would offer world-class
service to Sierra Leoneans.
"We would not compromise
on safety and will go the extra
mile to ensure the satisfaction
of our increasing customer
base. This is a new dawn in
air transportation in
Freetown", McTighe said.

The 'City of Freetown'
aircraft, aBoeing737-700,will

months within which to pay
for the buses which
originallycostusN2.3 million
each. However, we lease
them out at the rate ofN2.1
million to ease payment and
achieve the target goal of
empowering the poor. They
are expected to pay 20%
monthly".

Mr. Innocent said that
compliance to the lease
agreement has been
successful because many of
the beneficiaries pay
promptly, adding "we nave
not recorded any default on
the part of the beneficiaries.
They pay promptly as stated
in the lease agreement".

The bank which was
nominated as the best micro
finance bank of the year 2008
by Bwari Area Council had
earlier entered into a lease
agreement with the council
and gave out 10Foton buses
on lease.

c.._B..;.Y-,-AbubakarBub~ ____1
alleviate the problem of
transportation in some areas
of the FCT and bring about
job opportunities for many
unemployment people in the
society.

He said that the flexible
nature of repayment makes it
easier for beneficiaries to pay
at installment and enjoy the
double benefit of
empowerment and
employment put together.

He said: "We have leased
out about 15buses in the last
four months, This is a giant .
stride in the fight against
poverty in the country. We
are trying to play a
responsive corporate role by
appreciate the communities
we serve".

"Repayment pattern is
flexible. We give them 18

cially the small and medium.
scale ones will suffer be­
cause the competition be­
tween them and foreign ones
will be unfavorable.

"Unless government
comes to our aide we will be
force to close down because
the situation is not favorable
to us. We are force to pro­
duce at higher prices than
finished goods imported
into the country. If! can pro­
duce, say toilet soap, and
sell for N 100 before making
a profit and somebody can
import similar item and sell

s part of its cOIP.orate
social responsibility
o communities in the

Federal Capital Territory
(FCT), Peace Micro Finance
Bank (MFB) has in the last
four month leased 15 buses
to various beneficiaries
including Bwari Area
Council.

The lease agreement
which is aimed at stimulating
grass root economy and
empowering Small and
Medium Entrepreneurs
(SME's) to be self reliant has
a repayment period of 18
months within which
beneficiaries can spread
payment in installment.

The buses which
originally cost N2.3 million
were leased at N2.1 million
with a 20%monthlypayment.

. Managing DIrector of
Peace (MFB), Mr.
Ukasoanya Ejike Innocent
said that the buses will help

ter seeing their physical
structures on ground. Banks
should be made to give loans
to us at lower interest rate.
At the moment they are too
reluctant to give loans."

He said the current glo­
bal fmancial melt down is af­
fecting small businesses in
the country because of the
high exchange rate of the
American Dollar and indus­
tries in the country espe-

FromMuhammad

Mr. Okey Nwosu, Group Managing Director, FinBank (L) andAlhaji Muktari Shagari, Deputy Governor ofSokoto
State, at a courtesy call on the deputy governor in Sokoto recently

FG urged ~orescue small businesses
The Federal Government

needs to urgehtly
come up with a delib­

erate policy to assist small
and medium enterprises in
the country to whether the
storm in this period when the
global economy is in serious
recession, the Managing Di­
rector FiniAluminum, Alhaji
Abdullahi Idris has sug­
gested ..

Speaking to Daily Trust
in Bauchi, the indigenous
industrialist said small and
medium enterprises in the
country are facing serious
challenges most especially
during this period when the
whole econom~ is in a mess
thus the sector s need for an
urgent intervention by the
government.

He said to ensure that in­
dustries operating in the
country do not cave in to the
crisis affecting the world
economy government must
as a matter of urgency fash­
ion a way out through pro­
mulgating deliberate policies
that will directly assist them
to whether the storm to
avoid plunging the country
in to social unrest that might
arise as a result of job loses
when the companies are left
no choice but to close shop.

"Government should as­
sist small and medium enter­
prises in the country
through the waver of import
duties, cutting down banks'
interest rate and so on. This
should not be politicized.
Government must deal di­
rectly with entrepreneurs af-'

trade and requested that
Arik Air be granted the
status of national carrier of
Sierra Leone.

The chairman thanked
President Koroma for his
untiring effort to develop
Sierra Leone, pledging
support for him and a
promise to operate another
brand new . 737-800

government to bring
development to the region.
"We owe it a duty to bring
development to Sierra
Leone. Ifwe don't develop
Africa,-wliO will do it", he
asked.

He said the decision to
start operation in Sierra
Leone is borne out of the
need to ease intra-African

the chairman ofArik Air, Sir
Joseph Arumemi-Johnson,
at the ceremonial handover
of the 'City of Freetown'
aircraft by the airline to
President Ernest Bai
Koroma of Sierra Leone.

Sir Arumemi-Johnson
pledged the airline's
readiness to work together
with the country's

Ngeria's largest airline,
ArikAir has offered to
sponsor Sierra

Leoneans to become pilots
and engineers ·to help
develop aviation in the west
coast country.

A statement said this
pledge was made in
.Freetown, Sierra Leone on
Monday, March 30, 2009 by

Arik Air to sponsor Sierra Leonean pilots
TRUST
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A view of Ori-Oke Iwa Mimo Island, a costal area of Okitipupa, venue oftbe 2009 joint military exercise tagged Operation
Ologun Meta. .

Defence Mr. Ademola Seriki (in camouflage) at tbe site oftbe 2009 joint
Iwa Mimo Island in Ondo State.

President Umaru Yar'adua and Minister
military operation exercise (Ologun meta)

fromOri-Oke has two children.
Malam Umaru further said

that he divideshis time between
the two women since they are
not all staying with him in the
same place.
. "I spend four months each

with every one ofmy twowives
and my children as it has
helped me in keeping in touch
with my business here and
Sokoto," he added.

So also is the chairman of
the Hausa market community,
GarbaAbduliahi, who has been
residing in the community for
about 20 years.

"I came here to look for my

"We love the game that is
why we .arealways playing and
even if the ball falls-into the
ocean we just jump ittto the
water, swim and retrieve the
ball, said Samson a 19-year-old
senior secondary schools
(SSS3) student.

Another revelation was the
mixed cultural background in
the community. Speaking to
Daily Trust, the Sarkin Hau­
sawa, Ori-Oke, Iwamimo,
Malam Abdullahi Umaru said

that he has been residing in the
area for over 18year.

Malam Umaru, who hails
from Sokoto State, said that the
community is basically
agrarian as fishing is the only
trade practice by the people.

"I am from Sokoto State and
I have been staying here for
over 18years and Iam a trader
by profession but the people's
here are mainly fishermen
because of the nature of the
environment," he'said.

He added that he has two
wives, one in Sokoto who has
seven children for him and the
other who is an Ilaje woman

~

...--.-_- ..-.-.._---- ....--.._-- ..-;
By Benjamin Auta, who was !

in Ori-Oke Iwamimo i
........ __ _ _ _ __ ._ _ _ _ .. ._ ..1

daily bread, I am also from have been living here since
Sokoto State and Ihave been about 20 years now," he said.
residing in this community for Malam who isjust married a
close to 20 years," he said. native of Ilaje from the

He added that when he first community further said that his
arrived the community he felt wife has.just delivered a child.
challenged by the life style of However, the paramount
the inhabitants of the island ruler of the island, who is also
despite the challenges of the the son of the late founder of
terrain. the community, His Holiness.

"What brought me to this J.A. Alebiosa, Ogbon Olorun
community first of all is trading Okun Ajiri, Oba Alaafia II
and when I awrrive 1 was ~ decried the low level of
greeted warmly by the commu- development in the island.
nity, though 1am not used to Speaking through some of
seeing such vast expanse of his cabinet members, the Oba
waterbecauselamfromthefar stated that the community
north but 1 adapted well and which has become heteroge-

r-·-·-···--·-·····-·-----;--···-····---·········---·--··-······-·--··-·-·-·······-·····-··-----·-··-··----·-7-·-----.-.----.--.__ neous now requires more
schools as the ones provided
by the community a primary
and secondary school are now
dilapidated.

He added that with eight
polling booths in the commu­
nity alone more utilities are
needed for the ever increa-sing
population that flock into the
community on daily bases to
transact business. .

"We need a lot of develop­
mental projects here; we need
light, portable water even a
bridge that we can convey our
produce from the ocean to the
mainland as it is the major
produce for us in this island,"
he said.

He further said that many
people from neighbouring Ilaje
lands and beyond come to the
island for healing or' receive
blessing from the spiritual head'
who also doubles the Oba of'
the community.

"You know our spiritual
leader is still our Oba and
people from far and wide who
come to healing and spiritual
advise also," he added.

However at the main event
which took president Umaru
Musa Yar'adua to the island
community, the Joint Operatio
Exercise (JOPEX) tagged
Operation "Ologun Meta,"
which literally means "three
warriors," the Chief of Defence
Staff (CDS) Air Chief Marsha
Paul Dike promised the
community a borehole whic
will provide by the Nigeri
Armed Forces as well as free
medical treatment during the
one week of the exercise.

He said the selection ofth
area with its difficult terrain i
aimed at achieving the due
goal of joint mobilization 0
men and material as well
build synergy among thre
services.

He added that lesson
learnt from the exercise will
used in enhancing th
operational ability of the arme
forces as results from th
exercise will be used i
boosting the capabilities ofth
armed forces especially thos
in operational areas.

While reassuring Nigerian
of the capabilities of the arme
forces to defend the territoria
integrity of the nation h
added that the exercise wa
driven by the desire of th
armed forces to exercise th
troops in a tri-service setting.

<,~

W hen a band of
pilgrims in 1950
made their way to

Ori-Oke, a little island at the tip
of the Atlantic, they never
belived the number one citizen
of Nigeria will one day feast
with them.

Ori-Oke community is
situated at Iwamimo, Uajelocal
government of Ondo State and
it is only accessible by a 20
minute boat drive through the
marshy delta.

According to indigene of
the community the land was
founded by His Holiness
Wilson Etan Ikudehinsu,
Ogbon Olorun, Oba Alaafia I,
when he migrated from Aiye­
toro with a few followers.

Amember of thecommunity,
Motoro Felix, stated that the
first Oba was amighty prophet
raised by God to preach salva­
tion and bring healing to all
mankind.

"We are all Christians and
the founder of this community
is His Holiness Wilson Etan
Ikudehinbu, Ogbon Olorun,
Oba Alaafia, who migrated
from Aiyetoro in 1950 to this
place," he said.

However, Feliox stated that
before the prophet prayed their
was an injunction given to him
by Almighty God to tell the
people to remove all forms of
jewelleries from their body and
cast them away before they will
be healed from their ailments.

"Our women also don't wear
men apparels like trousers and
the like because according to
the law of Moses women are
not suppose to wear anything
that men wear and likewise
men," he concluded.

Also an indigene of the area
Isigun Shem, said that women
are not allowed in the commu­
nity to wear such apparels but
other women who are not from
the same community or those
of the community married to
outsiders are exempted from
the law.

"Yes, women are not
allowed to wear jewelleries,
trousers or any form of male
apparels because we are opera­
ting the law of Moses here, but
our women Whoare married to
outsiders or other women who
are strangers can wear it and
their won't be punishment
meted on them," he said.

He also added that the law
is binding on neighbouring
I1ajewomen who venture to the
Island for one business or the
other.

Another feature that stands
out in the island is the imposing
community church of the Holy
Apostles which is about two
meters to a football field that is
about three meters to the
Atlantic Ocean.

Surprisingly, the football
pitch is the last land mark one
notices before putting his foot
on the Atlantic and stories
have it that come rain, come
shine the youths are always
engage in one form of
competition or another.

'pilgrims of the Atlantic Ocean
FEATURE
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Nwachukwu of the Agape
Missionary Eye' Services
J alingo, attested to these
advantages. Nwachukwu who
had just taken delivery of a
pick-up load of burnt bricks at
the Nukkai Bridge site said the
burnt bricks were particularly
good for the construction of
domestic wells and boreholes.

"As you can see I havejust

lack of working tools as listed
earlier.During the rainy season,
we are compelled to suspend
production because of the
rains.But ifwe have umbrellas,
we could carryon with
production even in the rainy
season." .

He appealed to q;e Taraba
state government to grant the
association soft loans under
the micro credit scheme of its
poverty alleviation programme
to enable them purchase
working tools.

A cross section of workers
at the field said they .were
propelled into the burnt bricks
production business as a self
reliant effort to cater for the
needs of their immediate
families.

after drying under the sun the
edges of the blocks are
scrapped and smoothened
with sharp knives to get the
desired shape.

Next is the process of
burning the bricks which is as
complex as it is interesting.
Every producer engages the
services of another group of
youths whose duty is to
arrange the bricks into
pyramid-like layers of about
twenty-five inches high.

The pyramid-like layers
which contain about 5000
blocks each are constructed in
the form of secular tabernacles
with tunnels underneath. A
furnace is' then constructed
round each pyramid of bricks
before the burning process.

Through the two tunnels
that are delicately created
under the pyramid of blocks,
heavy logs of firewood are
arranged and fire ismade inside
in such a manner that prevents
the smoke and flames from
billowing outside. By so doing
the blocks are made to
sufficiently undergo the
burning process.

When fully burnt, the colour
of the bricks is then
transformed to either pink or
red depending on the intensity
of the heat. It is at this stage
that the bricks are now ready
for purchase by prospective
customers.

How is the market for the
Jalingo local block industry?
Terzungwe Ichihi is the
chairman ofthe association of
burnt brick moulders. Apart
from the field at the base of
Nukkai Bridge Ichihi, who has
been in the block business for
about 15years, also supervises
other fields located at Sabon
Gari, Bakin Dutse, Tsunkani,
Iware and Zing.

"The market fluctuates
depending on the demand", he
responded. According to him,
each of the 5 inch blocks sells
for N25 each while those of 6
inches go for N30 each.

Apart from building houses,
Ichihi disclosed that their burnt
blocks were purchased by
individuals and government
agencies for the construction
of culverts, drainages, dams,
boreholes and fish ponds.

"People prefer our blocks to
the cement ones because they
are stronger and water
resistant. They are also fire and
bullet proof', he said.

A customer who simply
.fied himself

Faced with the biting effect of the currentglobalfinancial crisis,
many Nigerians have gone back to their traditional ways of
earning a living. In Taraba state the local block industry has
come alive (ISjobless youths have turned to it as an alternative
means of sukvival. Fidelis Mac-Leva, had a day out with the
local bricklayers at one of theirfields in Jalingo.

"In all the fields we are
bought some quantity which using, we pay huge sums of
will be used for the construe- money to the mai angwa [ward'
tion of a well inside my comp- head] before being allowed to
ound", Nwanchukwu said. use the land.

However, the chairman He also complained of water
laments that the burnt brick problem aswell as lack of other
business in Jalingo was marred working tools such as wheel
by a numb~r difficulties. barrow, shovels, hand gloves
According to him, the major as well as firewood.
difficulty was the allocation of "We produce in less
sites for the local industry. quantity due to the problem of

A day out with Jalingo's local brick layers
. t~.~~ popular
Nukkai Bridge found

the way to the
College of Education Jalingo,
otherwise known as ATC, is a
vast marshy land measuring
several kilometres. For the
benefit of the doubt
controversial Nukkai Bridge is
better remembered for its
coll!~~ years ago during
WhiCht'over 200 people
reporte 'y perished. .

DUL 19 rainy seasons,
variOU~Slvegetablesand crops
are gro n on the fadama-like
landw ch is said to be rich in
nutrien ts. Soine of these
includej garden eggs, onions,
maize, s~lrghumas well as tuber
crops li1ie cocoyam and sweet
potato.

But cs soon as the rains are
,\over and the crops are

harvested, the land is taken
over by a community of
youths. These able bodied
youths, most of who are from
neighbouring Benue state,
have discovered in the marshy
soil a veritable raw material for
their livelihood: bricklaying.

As part of self employment.
efforts .• these youths have
therefore set up what could be
regarded as a local burnt-brick
industry at the bank of the river
that flows under the Nukkai
Bridge.

When this Reporter visited
theNukkaiBridge lastweekend
it was a beehive of activities
reminiscent of a typical
termite's colony as the youths
busied themselves with the
process of producing their
burnt bricks.

Caleb Hilekaan is one of
those who produce burnt
bricks at the base of the Nukkai
Bridge. Like other producers he
has a number of labourers
workingwith him.

"I have been producing
burnt bricks here for the past
two years. Every producer here
is allocated a portion of this
land where he works with his
own staff. As you can see I
'have about five staff working
with me on my portion",
Hilekaanexplained.

AmoIig those working for
Hilekaan is Joseph Zege,
whose duty is to mould the
blocks. For every 1000 blocks
laidZege ispaid the sum ofN2,
000.

Zege explains the process
of laying the blocks: "We dig
up the day soil underground
and an;ange in heaps. Water is
then added and the sand is
mixed and softened. We then
use either a 5inches moulder or
that of)6 inches to lay the
blocks.'"

Another producer, Alagh
Akaa, oonducted me through
the various stages and
proce~ses involved in the
burnt bricks production
business which involves a
high division oflabour.

After the blocks are laid in
layers, they are covered with
hay in order to prevent them
from getting cracked; he.began
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. NOW THICKER
STRONGER

To provide insurance to
the largely uninsured
low earning Nigerians

and also tap into opportuni­
ties that the sector holds for
the industry,Royal Exchange
Insurance has introduced a
product that is grass root
based.

Unveiling the Royal Ex­
change scratch card inLagos,
theGroupManagingDirector,
Royal Exchange Group, Mr.
Allan Walmsley said the
scratch card works like con­
ventional GSM cards and
withIeducation,Nigerianscan
use it to buy, for now, life
based insurance policies.

The technology which
cost the company some N27
million to develop is 100per­
centhome-grown and tailored
for the convenience ofNigeri­
ans he said.

With the card, Walmsley
explained it's a scratch card
based method of payment of
insurancepremiums thus, cus­
tomersofRoyalExchangewill
now be able to activate new
accounts and make payment
of their insurance premiums
via their mobile phones, us­
ing easily obtainable scratch
cards.

According to Larry
Ademeso, ManagingDirector
of Royal Prudential Life As­
surance, the innovation is the
first ever in Nigeria's insur­
ance industryand"reflectsour
determination to continu­
ously seek ways of deploying
technology for the benefit of
our customers and potential
customers."

The new method of pay­
ing premiums saidAdemeso,
takes advantage of the in­
creasing popularity of scratch
cards and affords customers
the convenience and addi­
tional choice in the manner in
which they make their trans­
actions.

Fornow, he explained, the
scratch cards would be only
used to activate new accounts
and pay premiums for life
based insurance policies for
now but will be extended
shortly to reflect other prod­
ucts.

"The Royal Exchange
group is developing addi­
tional solutions which will be
introduced shortly will cover
all life assurance and general
insurance products."

Ademeso said the scratch
to

RoyalExchangelaunch~ .
digi~lcard payment system

ClIN to review syllabus to reflect insurance dynamics
F 0 I ow log constant;. ..; through regular and sustained following the recapitalization into the mission and vision of mg matrix; Engender appro­

changes in the insur ! Stonesf'l~~~nsAgabl' I syllabusre~iew"h~said.'~. and. consolidation ex.ercise, th~ investors; Re~reate their p~~temarket~telligence~q­
ance space and the ! g i Accordmg to him, "this IS the mdustry now requue bet- skills and expertise to cope uistte for creatmgand sustain­

need to developrequisiteman- Adeyemo Adejumo gave the the onlywaywe canmake our ter professionals whose per- with the new market realities; ing more value in service de­
power inNigeria tomeet glo- commitment in Lagos at the qualifiers relevant in the ceptionmatchthebigpictures Exercise adequate technical livery and corporate wealth
bal best practices, the Chat- Institute' iold. Jubilee eel- scheme of things and ensure of the new stakeholding equa- depth and managerial con- creation."
tered Insurance Institute of. ebraf . ';vS. that they perform as global tion. trois over the emerging mega The Institute was estab-
Nigeria (CIIN) has said it .• assure that the professionals." "These companies require businesses; Redefine their lished in 1959 and one of the
would continuouslyreview ;:0 lr .i , _ s professionalexami- He explainedthat,"follow- professionals and managers roles and responsibilities in oldest professional body in
curriculum to reflect new d) !la' 'iswill continueto reflect ing the emerging companies, who should be able to: Key the new financial stake hold- Nigeria
namv-s. the developments in the busi-

Institute's president ness andpractice of Insurance

constitute a new rescue pro­
gram for the insurance sec­
tor..

The Treasury clarifica­
tion caused stocks to pare
gains, particularly the ma­
j or insurers which were
viewed as the likely bene­
factors ofa widening of the
Treasury's financial bail­
outs. Prudential Financial
Inc shares had climbed
more than 12 percent at one
point in early trade, but by
midday were up 7 percent
at $23.65, while MetLife's
earlier 10 percent gain was
chopped back to about 3.3
percent at $24.96.

In recent months, some
insurance companies have
received approval to acquire
banks, paving the way for
them to participate in the
Capital Purchase Program,
which the Treasury has esti­
mated will top out at $218
billion.

As of Tuesday, the pro­
gram had $198.5 billion in­
vested, leaving $19.5 billion
in available funds, according
to Treasury documents. A
Treasury official said only a
small number of life insurers

IGI showcases insurance services at Enugu fair
Edustrial And General In "These products are tions for travel health insur­

urance Pic, has taken its customised to meet the dy- ance," Okeume said, stress­
surance products closer . namic needs of our existing ing, "Our online insurance

to customers at the ongoing policy holders and prospec- services are delivered in real
20thEnugulnternationalTrade tive customers," adding, "We time at the clickof a computer
Fair. are at the Enugu lnternational mouse."

The products, according TradeFairto bringtheseprod- He said that plans are un-
to a statement include, IGI ucts closer to the insuring derway to open more
School. Fees Insurance public in the Eastern zone of branches in the Eastern Zone
Scheme(SmS);IGIMortgage Nigeria" to make IGI's quality insur­
Care Policy (MoreCare); IGI He explained that the ance services more readily
Estate Fire Insurance Scheme company's insurancepolicies available to the people in the
(EFIS); IGILeaseCare Policy haveflexiblemanagementand area.

, and IGl Estate Comprehen- that customers could modify Customers and visitors at
siveInsuranceScheme(ECIS). existing policies and enjoy the IGI stand at the Fair en­
Others are 101 Personal and seamless access to various joyed e-paymenttravel health
Annuity Plus Plan (PPA), lGI insurance products as well as insurance service alongside ,
lntegratedBenefitsPlan (IBP) makeclaimsonline. other benefits; includingbusi-
and IGI Dividend Plus Plan "We have dedicated tele- ness advisory on insurance
(DPP). phone lines for 24-hour cus- cover for oil and energy,ma-

IGI's Enugu branch man- tomer care service as well as rine and aviation and life as-
Mr. Okeume, said: innovative solu- surance, among others. ; ~~~ iti~~ ~

tutions in the CPP pipeline
that will be reviewed and
funded as appropriate on a
rolling basis."

The statement was
made in response to a Wall
Street Journal story pub­
lished late on Tuesday say­
ing the Treasury would ex­
tend its $700 billion finan­
cial bailout program to cer­
tain life insurers and would
make an announcement in
coming days.

Williams said any capi­
tal investments in insurers
that have bank holding

status would not

The u.s. Treasury said
on Wednesday some
life insurers have met

requirements for govern­
ment capital investments
under an existing rescue plan,
clarifying that it is not
launching a new bailout for
the sector.

"There are a number of
life insurers that have met re­
quirements for the Capital
Purchase Program because
of their bank holding com­
pany status," said Treasury
spokesman Andrew Will­
iams. "These are among the
hundreds of financial insti-

use as they are used 'n the
same way as GSM recr.arge
cards but also provides op­
portunities to transact same
business on the internet.

Customers,he said,would
no longer need to visit physi­
cal payment points, including
RoyalExchange offices, inor­
der to activate new accounts
ormake payments for their in­
surance premiums.

But before a customer
uses the top up card, the cus­
tomer must first buy a policy
card whichrangesfromNl,000
toNlO,OOO.

Ademeso added that the
scratch card operates on a
very robust and secure plat­
form, saying, "at Royal Ex­
change, we are happy and
proud to announce that the
entire solutionwas developed
inNigeria" Participants at a business process re-engineering workshop for staff of the National Insurance Commission (NAICOM)

The digital innovation, -held in Lagos recentlystatedAdemeso, is in linewith f· ;- =-c-..-"'- -- _____..c--- -- .. - - -- ··_· .. · ·.. _ ······ ..=-· =_·-..····..'"OC •.. •• .. · ··'== 0 ·--==··..=""··· ·"',- ·········-···.."'=---"'.. ·..··

the company's rebrandingmis- orne Insurers qu
sion,which is itselffoundedon _ ...L........
the twin pegs of technology
and human resources.

"Wewant to continuously.
employ the use of technology
to deployunparalleledvalueto
our customers, working
through people who are well
trained and motivated to best
deliver value in the industry
and we are proud of the
progresswe have continued to
record in this area."

The scratch cards will
soon be available nationwide
and can be used by custom­
ers inanypart ofNigeria,wish­
ing to activate their accounts
or pay their premiums.

have met the qualifications
for the program.

The Treasury estimates
it has around $134.5 billion
left in the overall bailout
fund, but it faces heavy
funding demands from ad­
ditional automaker aid re­
quests and the launch of
toxic asset purchase funds
and a new program to pro­
vide additional capital if
necessary to the largest 19
banks following the
completion of stress tests
at the end of April.

TheAmerican Council of
Life Insurers, an industry
lobbying group, said it ex­
pects the Treasury to com­
municate decisions on capi­
tal investments directly to
companies. that have ap­
plied. .

"As we have argued all
along, allowing life insurers
to participate in the CPP
would be consistent with
the stated goals of the pro­
gram to increase the flow of
financing to U.S. busi­
nesses and stabilize the
credit markets," said Frank
Keating, chief executive of
the group.
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LAFARGEWAPCOPLC
CEMENTCO. OFNORTHERNNlGERIAPLC 31

ASHAKACEMENTPLC
Bf;NUECEMENTCOMPANYPLC

17,444,905-52
3,739,269-56
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1,523,853
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6.41
5.20
4.04
5.59
1.32
8.40
11.57
1.20
3.47
11.13

83
52
7.
122
140
928
15
330
43
356
233
41
48
6
41
286
143
18
12
205
3,269

33

AFRiBANKNIGERIAPLC
DIAMONDBANKPLC
ECOBANKNlGERIAPLC
FIRSTCITYMONUMENTBANKPLC
FIDELITYBANKPLC
FIRSTBANKOFNlGERIAPLC
FIRSTINLANDBANKPLC
GTBANKPLC
STANBICIBTCBANKPLC
INTERCONTINENTALBANKPLC.
OCEANICBANKINTERNATIONALPLC
BANKPHB PLC
SKYEBANKPLC.
SPRINGBANKPLC
STERLINGBANKPLC
UNITEDBANKFORAFRICAPLC.
UNIONBANKOF NIGERIAPLC
UNITYBANKPLC
WEMABANKPLC
ZENlTHBANKPLC
Sector Totals

Sector Totals

1_j;fMA~i_liWt;%iliq£W!;w1l!I¥1WijlliW.*mw%i[**tiif;."''!\'W!ij'f;¥:*Zwtfu'\2kNEYZZ;0tIlnl!®iht'tY®'Im;i1
DUNLOPNIGERIA PLC 22 0.50 1,098,688 549,461.99
R.T.BRISCOE(NIGERIA)PLC II 8.71 105,236 916,605.56

tt_._t]WllflE:;¥:f0ffff21W;K__ "w;iMW!f'l1wij.+WkY& •• hl@ft'W, X~Ul#_*JE¥_
NlGERIANAVIATIONHANDLINGCO. PLC 43 7.12 569,625 4,055,463.71
Sector Totals 43 569,625 4,055,463.71

Sector Totals 44 1,357,221 1,(ijl9,792.75

3,088.80
1,256,500.72
184,160.73
166,042.50

3,432
1,149,173
171,866
32,750

0.86
1.10
1.08
5.33

2
25
12
5

AFPRINTNlGERIAPLC
FTNCOCOAPROCESSORSPLC
LIVESTOCKFEEDSPLC
PRESCOPLC

THE NIGERIAN STOCK EXCHANGE
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N 4,520,108,336,250.61Cap.

N 1,440,894,915.82Value---
237,436,893Volume
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S)mW LastClose Yesterday'sClose

OANDO 68.00 65.00

BCC 22.68 21.76

UAC-PROP 17.30 16.44

FIRSTBANK 15.65 15.05

RlBRISCOE 9.16 8.71

cCNN 7.45 7.08

~.DANGFLOUR 8.37 8.00
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., ;t~:WAPCO 17.35 17'(~),
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·:U]'riLEVER 7.90 7.64

that all the banks will default
on their debt, and makes it
more expensive for them to
borrow in the future.

Losses from the falling'
housingmarket and rising bad
loans on their balance sheets
will hurt the Irish banks, the
agency added.

"We believe that these
losses are likely to signifi­
cantly weaken the capital po­
sitionsofmost Irishbanks and
building societies over the
next two years," Moody's
said.'

MrLenihan's emergency
budget on Tuesday included
a large rise in taxes and a cut
in spending, to deal with the
Irish Republic'S budget defi­
cit

Yieli:lson, the benchmark
Irish debt have risen-bymore
than one percentage point
since the start of the year as
investors have worried about
the state of the Republic's
public' finances. '

The rise means that inves­
torswant more compensation
to hold the debt because they
think there ismore chance that
the IrishRepublicwill default.

The increase also means
its more expensive for the
government to borrow and
expand the public debt.

The yield on the Irish 10-
yearbondwas 5.34%,up from
4.27% at the start of the year.
BBC.

in exchange for government
debt.

But the plan did not pla­
cate the ratings agency, who
said it downgraded the 12
banks because the worsening
economy would hurt bank
profits anyway.

"Thecommission'sprelimi­
nary assessment is that deci­
sive, broad-based action has
been taken in the supplemen­
tary budget, in very difficult
economic circumstances," a
commission spokesman said.

Before Brussels gave its
i backing, shares inAllied Irish
'[Bank andBank ofIreland both
fell by about a third.

However,they laterrallied.
In earlyafternoontrade,Allied
Irishwas 20% lowerandBank
ofIreland down 5%. '

The Irish govemment said
the Moody's downgrade
showed the harsh reality that
the Republic must do more to
reassure international inves-

. tors it was getting debt under
control.

ForeignMinister Micheal
Martin said the downgrade
''underlines the absolute ur­
gency and necessity to deal
with this in a comprehensive
and clear way".

He added: "The banks
have been in denial that they
have non-performing assets

, on their books."
The downgrades mean

Moody's thinks it ismorelikely

, ·Irelandhas had the debt rat­
: ings on all of its banks cut

by Moody's, a day after
revealing its emergency bud­
get.

Finance Minister Brian
Lenihan unveiled on Tues­
day his decision to buy toxic
debt frombanks at a discount

LastClose

135.51 140.02

AP 79.62 83.51

UAC,N 29.01 29.90

BOCGAS 16.16 16.96

GLAXOSMITH 14.99 15.73

PZ 16.27 17.00

-FLOURMILL 14.02 14.67

UBN 11.02 11.57

BTl 9.10 9.55

GUINNESS 89.53 89.90

Symbol Volume Value

DAARCOMM 6,084,649.00 8,620,514.56 233

FlDELITYBK 7,127,575.00 15,859,466.84 140

UNIVINSURE 7,866,481.00 4,247,899.74 27

NICO 9,220,672.00 9,476,794.94 268
.';~

lNTERCONT 11,767,183.00 83,294,651.67 _356

B'YDINSURE 17,557,300.00 10,709,953.00 48

"FIRSTBANK 21,277,624.00. 326,261,791.87 928. .
GUARANTY 22,732,558.00 226,769,364.87 330

WBMABANK 30,140,455.00 104,587,378.85 12

30,664,402.00 144,020,~87.20

!Half ofworld's workforcelackSjob securitY
More than half of the The financial crisis is forced to take informal jobs people there feel that better

, world's workforce throwing many people out of with low pay, no protection, jobs are not being created,"
lacks job security or work. ..they are forced to take and high risk exposure," the says the OECD's Johannes

benefits, and the number is infonnaljobswithlowpay,no OECDsays. Jutting, "since nine out of 10
growing duringthe downturn. protection, and high risk ex-It warns that the number employees,around370million

The increased number of posure of informaljobs could increase people, do not have formal
workers in the informal sector In sub-Saharan Africa, as migrants who have to re- access to social security."
will have "severe conse- three-quarters of jobs in the turn home as the economic The OECD says that the
quences for poverty" in poor non-agricultural sector come crisis deepens are forced into growing informalsector"gen­
countries, the OECD has without security, legal rights that sector. erates segmentation in the
warned. or any benefits. The OECD says that 700 labourmarketwhich obstructs

The OECD (Organisation In South Asia, the num- million informal workers live growth and creates inequali-
for Economic Co-operation ber is two-thirds,while half of on less than $1.25 a day, me . ties".
andDevelopment),which rep- those' in Latin.America work worldpoverty line,and 1.2bil- And it says that as tI re-
resents rich countries, says without security. If agricul- lion earn less than $2 a day. sult, the tax and benefir sys-
there are now 1.8billion infor- turallabourers were included, The report says that even tem in many poor/countries
malworkers. the numbers would be even with robust growth rates, does not function to redistrib-

The numbercouldgrowto higher,accordingto thereport. countries such as India, China utewealth,
two-thirdsof theworkforceby "The financial crisis is and Brazil have a growing Women, young people,
2020, itwarns. throwing many people out of numberoflow-qualityjobsin and the elderly, who are dis-

Informal economic activ- work, and in developing the informal sector. proportionatelyrepresented in
ity is highest in some of the countries.with no unemploy- "Though Indiagrew by the informal sector, are likely
poorest regions of the world. ment 5% in the last decade, to be hardest-hit by the dis-

an car scrap scheme expan pari~~recentG20summitof
'.' . . , . world leaderspledged tomake
'.G~any ~as tnpled the old . government s m.depe~dent job growth a key priority and

.
l.ze of Its car-scr~p- German, Chancellor An- panel of economic advisers, also aimed to direct more re-

. . pmg scheme, which gela Merkel's Spokesman toldZDFtelevision. sources to poor countries.
rewards trading in old cars for Ulrich Wilhe~m said the The German car industry, But the OECD says that
new ones. scheme was being expanded like those in other countries "immediate and unconven-

The govemment will raise "in view of the strong de- across the world has been tional action" is needed to
+3.89 its budget from 1.5bn to 5bn mand" struggling to copewith a dra- boost the job prospects of

euros($6.6bn;£4.5bn),aiming . The g?v.emment~as pre- matic slumpin salesduringthe those in the informal sector,
, to coverup to twomillion cars viously said Itwill expire at the economic downturn. including greater provision of

+0.89 .insteadof600,000. end of t~e year. Germany's overall eco- micro-credit,additionalpublic
The schemehasbeenvery Critics of the schemehave . h lth k th works programmes, and cash

+0.80 : popular, driving German car alleged that instead of boost- nO~ll1c ea too an.o er transfer programmes to im-
i sales to their highest level for ing economic demand, it knock onWednesday,":'lththe prove the skillsand infrastruc-

+0.74: 10years last month. merely redistributesit,as con- release of figures showing the ture available to those work-
i But the news came as sumers spend money on cars country's exports ~1adfallen ing in the sector.

+0.73 ' parts firm K~ann became that they would otherwise for the fifth I?onth IIIa row. It argues that the larger
! Germany's biggest car com- have spent on other items: Exports I~ Fe~ruary were emerging market countries

+0 65 i pan~ to ~allvictim to the eco- ''Now people are buying a record 23.1 Va lower tha~ III , themselves should look again
. ! nomic cnsis. more cars but fewer sofas or the same month a year earlier, , at their polices, particularly

i Another car parts firm, flat-screen televisions," said the Federal Statistics Of- labour regulations, to address
+0.55 i Schaeffler Group, which has Franz, head of the fice.BBC. ! the BBC.

+0.451 ~~~~~:~e~:e~;~rc~~~~ :All Irish banks have ratings cuti nental earlier this year, an-
+0.37 I nounced on Tuesday that it

; had secured a Ibn-euro credit
line from its banks.

Under the car-scrapping
ChaJige! scheme, German consumersI are paid 2,500 euros for.tum­

! ing in a car which is at least
-3.00 i nineyears old in exchange for

lone no more than one year
-0.92 ! .. . .
-0.86 ! Asian stocks drop on profit fears

i ASian stock markets The Alcoa loss raised
-0 60 i have fallen after inves concern that companies g1o-
': tors reacted to a series bally are set to report a wave

-045 . i of poor corporate results. of losses as they reveal their
. , The Nikkei 225 index fell quarterly and annual results

2.7%, or 237.84 points, to over the next fewweeks.
·-0.37 . 8,595.01, its biggest drop in Sharp's forecast loss for

seven days. the fiscal year to 31March in
Consumer electronics gi- Japan is now expected to be

ant Sharp forecast its first- _ BOp!) yen ($1.3bn; £886m),
. ..(},35 ever loss.US aluminium-maker more than the ~OObnyen loss

Alcoa also posted its second- itpredicte4in'F~~.
-026 consecutive quarterly loss. Daiwa Securitiesalso said

The Japanese govern- it expects an annual loss,
ment is poised to set out sending its shares down 6%
$100bn of new stimulus and hitting otherbankstocks,
spending to boost its ailing Shares in Japanese steelma­
economy. . ker Kobe Steel fell by almost

Finance Minister KaOnI . 5% after reporting its first an-
Yosano has said he hopes to nual loss in seven years.
announce details onWednes- . Many stocks in Tokyo
day. Itwill be the fourth eco- were lower on concerns over
nomicpackage in thepast year the strength of the Japanese
as the world's second-largest yen, which hurts most com­
economy faces itworst reces- panies in this export-depen-
sion since WorldWar II. dent country.

Hong Kong's Hang Seng The yen"isonly one of the
index dropped 3% to 14,474 16 major currencies to have
and SouthKorea's main index risen against the US dollar
dropped 2.9% to 1,262. during the past year.BBe.



The ideal candidate profile
G A good first degreeinAccounting/Flnanceor any businessdiscipline,A professionalaccountinglfinancialqualiflCation

(ACA, ACCA, CFA. etc) is required
., Minimumof 5 years post graduation relevantexperience in a finance function
• Goodnegotiation,proble"!·solving. conflict resolution. creative thinking. and financial reportingskills

Key roles & responsibilities
.. Developand implementstrategiesto boost the revenuebase of the Society
• Undertakeal{functions relating to the managementof the secretariat's books of accounts and finances
.. Providesupport to the Finance and GeneralpurposeBoard

Key roles & responsibilities .
@ Developand implement the Society's Media & Public RelationsStrategyso as to project the image of the SOCiety
• Ensurethat various philanthropicgestures undertakenby the Society are withil1laid down policies

The ideal candidate profile
• A good first degree in MassCommunicationor any social science discipline,A masters.degreein Mass Communjcationwill

be an added advantage
@ Minimumof 5 years post graduation relevantexperienceand membershipof a recognizedpublic relations Institute.
@ Good negotiation,problern-solvinqand conflict resolutionskills
@ Excellentcommunication and InterpersonalSkills (oml &written)

Key roles & responsibilities
• Developand implementstrategiesto boost NSE'smembershipbase, ~nd sustain membershipenthusiasm
• Providea strong liaisonwith the branches to drive growth in membership
• Providesupport to the MembershipBoardand other relevant BoardCommittees

The ideal candidate profile
• A good !irst degree in any engineeringdiscipline.An MBAand/or CIT will be an added advantage
• Minimumof 10 years post graduation relevantexperience.
• Membershipof the NSE and registrationby COREN is mandatory
• Good negotiation,problem-solving,conflict resolution, creative thinking.and data managementskills

METHODOF APPLICATION:
If you meet the requirements listed for any of these positionsand you are interested in pursuinga career
with NigerianSociety of Engineers. pleasesend your detailed resume to nse.recruitment@ymall.com,
stating the job code in the subject line. not later than two weeks after this advertisement.
Location for all positions Is Abuja.

Key roles & responsibilities
o Assist in the development and implementationof the Society's Media & PublicRelationsStrategy so as to

project the imageOfthe Society

The ideal candidate profile
.. A good first degree in Mass Communicationor any social science discipline.A masters degree in Mass

Communicationwill be at) added advantage
@ Minimumof 3 years post graduation relevantexperience in a media and communicaUonsfunction. Membership

of a recognizedpublic relations institutewill be an added advantage
• Good neqcnatton problem-solvingand conflict resolution
• Excellentcommumca1Jonand interpersonalSkills (oral & written)

Key roles & responsibilities'
• Developand implementthe professionaldevelopmentstrategies of the Society to deepen the skills, competencyand

overall professionalconductof the Society's members.
Coordinatethe consultancy'servicesarm of the Society.and provide support to the ProfessionalDe',elCopment

The Ideal candidata profile
• A good first degree in any engineeringdiscipline.A rnastersand/or doctoratedegree in engineeringwill be an added

advantage
• Minimumof 7 years post graduation relevantexperience. With minimumof 3 years In an academic or research

environment(serving/retireduniversity lecturerswill be considered)
• Membershipof the NSE and registra~onby COREN is mandatory
• Good negotiation,problem-solving.conflict resolution, creative thinking.and curriculumdevelopmentskills

Key roles & responsibilities
til Assist in the development and implementationof strategiesto boost the revenuebase of the Society
• Managethe Society's investmentsto achieveoptimal returns

The ideal «andidate profile
• A goodfirst degree in Financeor any business discipline.A professionalaccountinglfinancialqualir~tion(ACA,

ACCA, CFA,etc) will be an added advantage
• Minimumof 2 years post graduatfonrelevantexperience in an investmentor finance function
• Good negotiation, problem-solving,conflict resolution. creative thinking, and financial reportingskills

Key roles & responsibilities
.• Developand implementstrategies to manageoperational risks and safeguard NSE's assets through the

developmentand implementalionof adequate internal controls
• Monitor adherenceto stipulated internal control proceduresso as to minimise losses due to fraud/errors

The ideal candidate profile
• A good first degree in AccountinglFinanceor any businessdiscipline. A prui'e"'-I acco,!ntinglfinancial

qualification (ACA. ACCA. CFA. etc) Is required
• Minimumof 2 years post graduation relevantexperience in an audit funcUon
• Good negotiation,problem-solving.conflict resolution, creative thinking. and financial reportingskills

Key roles & responsibilities
• Provideprompt and effICientlegal services to the Society so as to minimize the Society's contraventionof

stipulated rulesand regulations.
Protect the Society's interest in legalmatters

The ideal candidate profile
• A good fir&t degree in Law (lLB) and BL degree
• Minimumof 2 yeanopost graduation "'levant expenence in a reputable law firm
• Good negotiation,problem-solvingand conflict resolutionskills
• Good knowledgeof the laws and regulationsgoverning the engineeringprofessionand profeSSionalbodies. and

Nigerian labour laws
• Excellentcommunication and InterpersonalSkills (oral &'Written)

The Nigerian Society of Engineers is a professional body with the key mandateof enhancingthe
competence and professional development of its members. The Society has its National Head
Quarters in Abuja. with liaisonoffice in Lagos and branchesacross all states of the country.
As a result of organizational restructuring and the need to reposition the Society to better
accomplish its mandate. career opportunities exist for ambitious and result!' oriented
professionals.
We are recruitingexperiencedprofessionalswith the highest standardsof integrity and drive to
succeed in a perfonnance-drivenenvironment.

Nigerian Socie~yof Engineers Strategic Career Opportunities

I

Pleasenote:
(I) late Submissionwill not be accepted
(Ii) This is "PrequalificationHandHOI. "Invitation for T.ender"
(iii) Only qualified contractors/companiesshall be contacted
(iv) The Agencywill not enter into correspondencewith any applicant who fails to qualify

The pre-qualification documents should be addressed to the Chairman/Chief Executive, National Drug Law
Enforcement Agency (NDLEA)I and should be deposited in the Tenders Box at the Main Reception, NDLEA
Headquarters,4 Shaw Road, Ikoyi, Lagos between 0900hts and 1600hrs daily on or before 12noon, Friday, 17th April
2009. . .

SUBMISSIQNOFPRE-QUALIFICATIONDOCUMENTS
Interes.ted contractors and suppliers are required to submit pre-qualiflcatlon documents, neatly bound, in a sealed
envelopewith the phrase"2009 Projectspre-qualificatlon" boldly inscribedat the top left hand corner of the envelope.

PRE-QUALIFICATION FOR TENDERS
Prospective contractors are expected to have good track records, proven technical capabilities and good financial standing
for the various jobs advertised, and are therefore expected to submit the following:

l. Evidenceof registrationwith CorporateAffairs Commission(CAC)
ii. CurrentTax ClearanceCertificatefor the last three (3) years
iii. Value-addedTax (VAT)RegistrationCertificate
iv. Evidenceof Similarjobs handled in the last three (3) years
V. Evidenceof Technicaland FinancialCapability
vi. Any other document that may enhancethe company'schanceof qualification for job(s) quoted for

As part of the Due Process procedure requirements for certification for the award of contracts, the National Drug Law
Enforcement Agency (NDLEA) hereby invites reputable and eligible companies/contractors to formally jndicat~ their
interest in Renovation and Rehabilitation Projects under the 2009 Capital Projects Expenditures' at its Regional Academy
for ~~_ Control (RADC), Jos, Plateau State in the following areas:

1. COMPLETION OF BAPAGRY AREA COMMAND OFFICE COMPLEX
2. PROVISION OF SAFEWATER: BOREHOLES& PIPING
3. PROVISION OF SAFE/REGULAR POWER SUPPLY
4. UPGRADING OF CADET HOSTELS TO INTERNATIONAL STANDARD
5. REHABILITATION OF EXISTING INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS' CHALETS
6. REHABILITATION OF A,DMINISTRATIVE BLOCKS& LIBRARY
7. RENOVATION OF KITCHEN & DINNING HALL
8. PROVISION OF OFFICE EQUIPMENT

NATIONAL DRUG LAVVENFORCEMENT AGENCV
4 SHAW ROAD. IKOYI - LAGOS

,!!_ai~ Tr_us_~__'!.hu~sd~I~1![~~.!..~_~~2__.__ _ .._. ._. . ._.__ _. .__.. ..__._.._ _.__ _.__._._.__._._._._. .__. . .__._.__.._~~g_~_~~



'DANA
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MOTORS

.Trade-in: 07028777398,01-7329999

Lagos: 0805535999910803 534 9999/08036768888
Ikeja: 0805999 8190
Lekki: 0702931 0211108032888882
Surulere: 01-7276083-4
Abuja: 08077093404/08027769999 J 09-3149694
Aba: 0803571 7804! 07029656788
Abakaliki: 0806835571710807903 1913.i0807 903 2667
Akure: 0705611 1334

Asaba: 08037385553/0706070 3754
Benin (1): 08058578789/08055315146/052-450479
Benin (2): 0705 563 6183/ 0705 563 6185·
Calabar: 08033631210 I 0805 814 0271
Enugu: 08036354641 {0807 5131813/080706145041042-325618
Ibadan: 0703404 7494/0807979 5335
lIorin: 08023075692

Email: kia@danagroup.com

Kaduna: 08036805245 {0805 3202667 I 062-243522-24
Kano: 0802 776 3333108056762222 f 064-897753
Katsina: 0803 712 7232
Oshogbo: QB07979 5337!0705 611 1336
Port Harcourt: 0803 676 333310805 676 3333
Uyo: 08036442483/0802304 1192
Warri: 0806 588 7771/0803 3578540

Service Numbers: 01·8179595.01·8179596,01-8947489
. Lekki: 01-7748000,01-7749585,01·7742080

Website: www.kiamotorsnigeria.com

THE PREiWIUJlIl CAR BRAND OF KOREA AND ALWAYS THE No.1 CAR IN NIGERIA



Wmenmaybebetteratsniffingoutbiologicallyrelevant
nformation from underarm sweat, a US study
suggests.

Researchersfounditwasdifficulttomaskunderarmodourwhen
awomanwasdoingthesmelling,but quiteeasyto dosowhenit
was aman.Theyspeculatethatawoman's highlyattunedsmell
radarmighthelpherselectamate.
Thestudy,byPhiladelphia'sMonellCenter,appears inFlavour

and FragranceJournal.In the study,women andmen rated the
strength of underarm odours, both alone and in conjunction
with various fragrances.The fragranceswere selected to test
their abilityto blockunderarmodourthroughamethodknown
as olfactorycross-adaptation.Thisoccurswhenthenose adapts
to one odour,and then also becomesless sensitiveto a second
odour.Sniffedalone,theunderarmodourssmelledequallystrong
to men andwomen. Butwhen fragrancewas introduced,only
two of 32 scents successfullyblocked underarmodour when
womenweredoingthesmelling.
In contrast, 19 fragrancessignificantlyreducedthe strength

ofunderarmodourformen.LeadresearcherDrCharlesWysocki,
a behaviouralneuroscientist,said:"Takentogether,our studies
indicate that human sweat conveys information that is of
particularimportancetofemales.

bbc.co.uk

women with
problems.
. She said:
humiliating,
syndrome and it affects]
clever, beautiful
Half my .clients
-lawyers, doctor
journalists
politicians.
'Twenty-five years

when I first started

seven months to 18,
that no doctor has
been able to deal with
problem.
But shenow feels

able to face the

for the breakdown of her
marriage and has since broken
upwith two otherpartners.Miss
Hutchings, who has two sons
and two from

Culled/rom bbc.co.uk

Targetedmagnetic fields
could then move the cells
around the body to the
desired place and switch
them into action without
the need for drugs or other
biochemical triggers.
Professor Al Haj said:

"The ultimate aim is to
repair cartilage and bone.
Wehave been able to grow
new bone in mice. Now we
will look atwhetherwe can
repair damaged sites in
goats.
"We should be able to

move tohumantrialswithin
five years."
Meanwhile, experts at

the University of
Southampton, led by
Professor Richard Oreffo,
have treated four patients
with hip joint problems
using stem cell therapy.
The technique combines

the patients own bone
marrow stem cells with
donor bone cells to patch­
repair damaged bones that
would otherwise need
treatment with metal plates
and pins.
They say it is only a

matter of years before their
method could be used
routinely to treat some of
the 60,000 people who
fractureahip intheUKeach
year.

powerful drugs.
The injection would use

the patient's own stem cells,
harvested from their bone
marrow.
These mesenchymal cells

would be treated in the lab to
give them a coatingofminute
magnetic particles.
Use in scans
These same magnetic

nanoparticles are already
approved in the US where
they are routinely used as an
agent to make MRI scans
clearer to read.

The aim is to treat
patients with injuries and
arthritis the UK National
Stem Cell Network
conference heard.
Professor Alicia EI Haj,

working with Professor
John Dobson, also of Keele
University, says the
technology, patented by
MagneceU, could be tested
in humans within five
years.
Itwouldprovide away to

treat disease without
invasive surgery or

Doctors may soon be
able to patch up
damaged bones and

joints anywhere in the body
witha simpleshot in thearm.
A team at Keele

University is testing
injectiblestemcellsthat they
say they can control with a
magnet.
Once injected these

immaturecellscanbe guided
toprecisely where their help
is needed and encouraged
to grow new cartilage and
bone, work on mice shows.

Bone-repairing stem cell jab hope

resembled a monk, with a
huge bald patch, and was
tormented by the children
at school as a result.
She blames her disorder

she first pulled out her hair at
the age of 11while Sittingon
the sofa at home, watching
television.

13

sufferers are
overwhelminglyfemale.
Miss Hutchings, who

recently lost her job as a
customer care

hen Robina
Hut ch in g s
started pulling

her hair out as a child,
doctors said it was just a
passing phase.
By the age of 13,

however, she was nearly
bald.
And 27 years later, she

still cannot stop herself
even though it. causes her
huge embarrassment.

'Your hair is such an
essentialpart ofwhoyou are
as a woman and it's the first
thing people see when they
look at you,"she said.
'I don't think' people

understandhow awful it can
be to lose it. It completely
destroys your self­
confidence.'
Miss Hutchings, amother

of four from
Northamptonshire, suffers
from trichotillomania, a
disordercharacterisedby the
uncontrollableurge to pluck
out the hair,usually fromthe
scalp but also sometimes
eyebrows and eyelashes.
The syndrome, for which

there is no known cure, is
thought to affect anywhere
between 2 and 4 per cent of
the population and its

'Ijust can't stop tearingmy hair out': The mother of four who
has spent 27 years suffering from little-known disorder
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LoiterHoodly

Docile

Foiled

Holier Violin

Legion

Lesion

Collie

Soiled

Stolid

Insole

Jovial.
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Discover oil

FIND & CIRCLE JUMBO puzzles are solved by finding all
the hidden words in the diagram. The words are always in a
straight line and may read up, down, forward, backward, or
diagonally. Cross a word off your list once,)(Op,have Circledit.
Many words will overlap. . ,~~,!l' - ~ .-

44

9
4 2
8 3

7

6

5

Killer shampoo. Youhave been warned.
Photo location:Fiji by TonyWheller
Culled from the telegraph.co.uk
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5
'7

7 51
9

3

2

9·

1

6

4

4

..EASY
55.

The Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 square grid made up of
, smaller 3x3 squaregrids (regions). Thenumbers alreadypresent
within the puzzle are "given" -these are there to start you off.
The aim is .to complete the puzzle by filling the empty cells.
Every digitfrom 1-9needs tofit in each row,column and region
of 9 squares. Each row, column and region must contain just
one instance of each number; 1-9.
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will be spent on cleaning ser­
vices for Phase-III building
which will be shared atN200
million each for the Senate
building and the House of
Representatives building.

Details in the budget also

of theNationalAssembly,will
spend N750 million on reno­
vations and decoration of the
White House as well as An­
nex 1andAnnex z of the Na­
tional Assembly complex.

Four hundredmillionnaira

Details of the expenditure
as contained in the 2009 Ap­
propriation-Act passed by the
National Assembly, indicates
that the Federal Capital De­
velopment Authority
, (FCDA), which is the landlord

showed that the government
will spend N700 million on
engineering maintenance of
the Phase III building which
comprises a building each
for the Senate and the House
of Representatives.

nance costs of the new
Phase III building complex
also encompasses the
amount to be spent on the
maintenance of the gardens
in the National Assembly
complex.

T

he Federal Govern
ment will spend N3
billion to maintain the

buildings of the. National
Assembly in the 2009 bud­
get. The amount which in­
cludes engineering mainte-

FG to maintain NIAssembly buildings "WithN3bn
exercise.

Two Benue communities get electricity
I wo more rural IF H" J ph Mak d'l government will not tolerate declined stating the soutc.e

communities in . rom lr ose, U~ I, any theft of items from the of the electricity being
Benue State were stepped down for individual transformer, commissioned.

on anday linked with the consumption. The commissioner The Gboko Business
national grid when Although the challengedlocalgovemrnent Manager in charge of the
Governor Gabriel Suswam Commissioner in charge of chairmen in the state to Power Holding Company of
commissioned the rural the ministry, Mr. Eugene complement the effort of the Nigeria (PHCN), Engr.
electrification project in Aliegba, declined disclosing state government in Roland Oriakwe, who
Mchia and Wende in Logo the contract sum, he said the providing electricity.to rural . described the two projects
local government area. expectation ofthe people of commuuities. as giant strides, said the new

However, officials of the the two communities fully "If they cannot wholly "energy source will reduce
Rural Developmen t and met with the commissioning execute the projects, we will the pressure hitherto placed
Cooperatives, the Ministry of the projects. provide them with the on PHCN arising from non
in charge of the project, While commissioning needed manpower and availability of electric power
powered the two electricity the projects, Suswam told technical assistance. in the affected areas.
projects with generators the people it was part of the "When this is done, in no The people of the two
which operated in a hideout, social contract he made with time, the rural areas ofBenue communities and the council
a development which the the people whose mandate State will be completely chairman, Reverend Joseph
Governor's Special Adviser he said deserves transformed and our Adure, commended
onMedia and PublicAffairs, reciprocity. abundant food crops Governor Suswam for the
Mr. Cletus Akwaya, said He charged them to wasting all year roundwill be electricity,sayingtheservice
was necessary because the defend the project from given added value", the will bring relief to the
source was yet to be vandalisation, saying' commissioner said but communities.

..NEPZA-moves to new office in Abuja
T he Nigeria Export I By Nasir Imam I other materials used as well After the fire, we moved to interactedwith the contractor finances. '

Processing. Free given opportunity to prove and we adhered strictly to all the site of the present office or sjte engine7r on a daily "We did not need to
Zone AiithQfity ourselves. building and safety codes in complex using containerized basis, ImplYIn~ ~hat the have all the money for the

(NEPZA)finallymoved to its "What we have done is the course of building this portacabinsaccommodation project supervIs~on w~s project in one year's budget
new office complex located to move in the spirit of the officecomplex. from 2007,until we moved to therefore on a dally baSIS and we did not allow that to
in the ever busy, upscale federal government's "We really believe that the new office complex. too. affect the completion date as

. business section of the directive to allow theMDAs this edifice will add to "What was unique '.'Inaddition, becau~e the well. If you recall, most
Maitama di~trict o~ the to express themselves in a beautify the Abuja skyline about our experience as a proJec.t was .. effectively abandoned projects have.
Federal Capital Terntory manner thatwill complement particularly given the sort of government agency was that supervIse~ ansmg fro~ ~e often .been blamed on the
(FCI). ,the achievement of the goals materials used. And for the we had to move to the site of fact of~avm~ to ~orkwithm ab senc e 0f complete

The four-story building, set by Mr President to opportunity to achieve this the uncompleted office ~heproject SIte, .Ittra?slated funding packages in one.
the few of its type, improve the quality of lives feat, we are truly appreciate complex still under-going In~~ a reduct,IOn In the budgetaryyear,butwehave
considering the usual stereo of the citizenry as enshrined the Federal government," he construction, thus providing ongmal completion date fro~ proven that it should not be
types of' government in the principles ofservicom . added. opportunity for effective 18 to 15 months, which m an issue once there is
buildings in the Federal ,through improved service The NEPZA· boss supervision of the building turn translated into ~ome determination 'to see. a
capital; in the words of the delivery. explained further how project. savings in terms of what project to completion stage.
Managing Director,MrSina "This is a good example ,effective supervision of the "Infact, the immediate would ~ave been incurred, if "And this is what the

, Agboluaje, aptly captures of how to make government N380millionbuildingproject benefit of this rather unique the project.were to stretch to Bureau of Public -
'the new spirit of creativity offices eco friendly by using resulted in a completion situation is that we were able 18mOt?-thsand of course not .Procurement (BPP),. with. /
,of Ministerial Departments burnt bricks which ofcourse period of 15months instead to achieve a completion forgetting the money saved whom we have enjoyed
and Agencies(~As). you know is 100% locally of ~he original completion period of 15months,.i~stead in ~e p.roces~. . exce~lent co-opefatio~, has
" The most unique feature sourced and capable of penod of 18months. of 18 months as originally ThISachievemen~ inmy continued to. emphas~s:. I
of the 96-room ~uilding. is inducing a cool work According to him, ": intended in the con~ract. h~?le assessment, .IS very sincerely believe that.It Is.a
the fact of being built environment no matter the Remember that we started "Of course this was significant because, illsome workable model WhICh If '
entirely of burnt bricks, thus season, this journey arising from an possible because we report . instances, projects like this applied to a.lfacets of public .

"standing it out as one of "Of course, we did not unfortunate fire incident we for work at the building site could go on for as. long as works, Will le.ad ~o the
such few government compromise the standard of had on February 2, 20Q7. every day, meaning that we four years, particularly complete eradication of,
buildings which has because fiscal appropriation abandoned projects.
incorporated both eco- for it was spread over three ':The fact. o! an
friendliness and budgets. achievement within 15.
functionality in line with "The budgetary months completion period
global practices. approp~ation for the project inste~d of the origin~lly ,

Agboluaje who spoke began in 2007, stretched to conceived l~ months IS a
while conducting 2008 and the current year. com~endahon for Mr
journalists round the new During this period, we were President and the overall
5,400 square meters office abletohavemoneyallocated policies of the Federal
complex, said the use of for this project which government to cut costs and
burnt bricks and the general ofcourse, was a very good add va~ue to government
aesthetics has been a way tomanage and maximise expenditure.
pattern of its offices, NP'.t d
including the one that was ' ft to econgest Lagos
burnt in 2007.
, Said he, "If you had ports access roads

visited the former office, you
will know that it was unique The Managing Director, Nigeria Ports Authority (NPA),
as well. We built it within a Mallam Abdul Salam Mohammed, says the NPAwill
period of six months. We strive to continue with the good work started by the
used the money meant to Implementation Committee/Lagos Port Access Roads
rent an apartment to build it Management Unit (ICILAPARMU) to decongest the access

"We have always tried roads to the Lagos Ports Complex
to be creative, of course Moharnmedspoke inAbuja at the handing over ceremony
made possible by the of the activities of the ICILAPARMU to the NPA.
support and encouragement While thanking the committee for its good work and the
of the federal government leadership shown by its chairman, the Managing Director
for positive initiatives. said anybody who wants to assess the performance and

Moreso because like success of the assignment given to the committee needs to
(Jo~th~e~r_.!'MD~~A~s~,~w~e:..!h~a~v~e_!be~en~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~!..j know just one or two things. '
- "Those who are familiar with Lagos," Mohammed said,

"need to look at the condition of the roads between 2007
and 2008 and the period before the constitution of the
committee." Citing examples of the successes of the
committee, he added that, "if you consider the Mile 2 area to
Liverpool bridge in Apapa and the road that starts around
the Leventis bridge to the gate of the Apapa port, they are a
clear testimony of the success of the committee."

ICILAPARMU, which submitted its report in December,
last year, was given extra three months to conclude some .
outstanding assignments under the funding of the Federal
Roads Maintenance Agency (FERMA). I

, Chairmanof the Committee,Dr.TunjiBolade,who handed
over activities of the committee to the NPA Managing
Director, said the demerging of the erstwhile FederalMinistry
of Transportation led to the revised decision for a hand­
over to the NPA.
- Bolade drew the attention of the NPA Management to

other assignments requiring completion. Most pressing
among them are the provision of temporary holding bay for
dry cargo trucks at Kirikiri Lighter Terminal road and final
outcome of nine reported illegal Tank Farms onNPA land on
Cardoso road. The NPAis also to conduct Health and Safety
Environment (HSE) Audit of Tank Farms through the Llyods
Register of the United Kingdom and to articulate a draft
Federal Executive Council Memo on the outcome of the

HOTLINES:
0806441600~ 08035946883

Page 39



likely to begin next year in
two or three cities, while
ministers would open talks
with electricity suppliers on
developing the roadside
power points.

Councils would also be
invited to submit bids to;
becomeBritain's first"green
cities", it said.

Mr Brown has
previously called for an
international "green new
deal" to stimulate growth.

He said that moving the
UK to a low-carbon
economy would create
400,000 new jobs over the
next eight years.

However, he was
recently criticised by the
NewEconomicsFoundation
think-tank for failing to
harness Labour's economic
stimulusfor.thebenefitof the
environment. .;BBC

BritishPrimeMinister
Gordon Brown is
promising this

month's Budget will plot a
«green" route to economic
recovery.

Trials of electric cars, a
roadsidenetworkof vehicle­
charging points and
incentives for
environmentally-friendly
carmakers are among
planned measures.

Mr Brown told the
Independent therewas scant
room for further fiscal
stimulus.

Instead, he said, the
Budget on 22Aprilwouldbe
"ajob creator,a qualityof life
Improver, and an
environment-enhancing
measure".

Mr Brown told the
newspaper: "It is not just
what we do to give real help

Government Girls'
Secondary School, Funtua
in Katsina State has
completely razed down
three class rooms.

Daily' Trust gathered
that, though the situation
caused a pandemonium
fromthemad rush for safety
from students who were
attending lessons at the
classes, there was however
no casualty recorded as a
result of the incident.

The cause of the fire
which started at around 12

In sanitation no town can
beat Jos -Commissioner

Nankin Bagudu is thePlateau State Commissionerfor Housing
and Environment. In this interview with Andrew Agbese, he
explains what has been achieved since his coming on board as
Commissioner and the challenges he is facing.

Hw will you react to Mortgage Bank of Nigeria
he view that with (FMBN). The union of civil
almost twoyear sinto servants stopped the

this administration, the contribution. Whenwe came
government is yet to in, we had to hold meeting
commission a project? . with the ministry of Finance

Manyprojectsarenear the and the FMBN and we had
stageof being commissioned. an agreement that the
In amonth or two, many will government is going to pay
be commissioned by the whatwasnot remittedto them
government. This so that the civil servants can
government believes in high resume the payment.
qualitywork.It alwayswants Wehave had applications
to ensure that, they meet set Mr. Nankin Bagudu from 'about 48 mortgage
standard. If you drive around towns. Each person is paid institutionswhowant to carry .
Jos, you willsee that the N8,000 amonth. Apartfrom out housing projects in the
government has already getting the state clean, it is state.,We have looked at the
embarked on many road also providing a source of applications and have
projects; so also in the. local income for the selected four of them;
government areas. Officials underprivilegedin the society. including the Federal
~~~~d~~~~ilillh~a~~~H~~~th~ty~~~--------------------------------

the projects and where they especially about 'changing The fourof themwill start the FI're razes three classrooms' linFuntuaare yet to meet the standard, peoples attitude because they housing project. Wehave set '. ' ,
they 'make sure the. are not cautious, they throw up an inter-ministerial
contractors go back to do it refuse any how. When you committee comprising the A fire inferno that. I I.. , fl d d S From LawaiIbrahim,again to' measure up to talk to \hem, they challenge mmistnes 0 an an urvey occurred during
standard. Withinthe next two you. Even the efforts to plant and Housing and class hours in Katsina
months many of the projects flowers and trees have been Environment. We have
will be completed andwill be f'nlstrated many times. We identifiedfourareaswherethe
commissioned, have to replant many times. It housing projects would be

In any case the Jang isquitea challengingworkbut sited. This year, the
administration is not a we are consistent about doing government has given an
government that believes in the job. They put fire in" the approval in the budget for
commissioning everything mightyrefusebins.Whenyou N500m to pay compensation
that it does.Many thingshave talk to them, they do not care for the land for the housing
been done in the last one and about w hat you are saying. projects. As soon as the final
half years were not Theyequallydumprefuseinto draft of the agreement is sent
commissioned publicly. For drainages. We tried to the council for its approval
instance in my ministry, we barricading the drainagesbut and it is approved, we shall
have purchased our huge they have not stopped doing start the project. We are
yellow bins and trucks from it. The challenges are holding meetings with the
Germany, if it was another enormous and people learn companies to discuss how
government, it would have very slowly. But since I the projects will be of benefit
been commissioned because becameCommissioner,Ihave to the state. We are planning
it was arnilestone in the life if remained focused on the to build 4,000 housing units;
the administration, but it was objective of improving the 1,000 per company. The
not done, .This is not a system. It is very difficult but Federal HousingAuthority is f----------------------'-------~-~----
government that believes in' in the end we hope to change evensayingitwillbuildmore Brown heralds 'green
publicity for' the sake of it. the faceof Plateau.Whenrain than 1,000because they have '. . ". .'
Before the end of the second comes,we will replant all the asked for 150hectares ofland
year, many projects would flowers again. We want to on the way to Miango, We . economy" budget
have been commissioned. make sure all the roads and have gotten it for them

Wouldyou say what has roundabouts are beautified. already. What they are
been f,chieved is close to, Wewant people coming into, planning to do is like the
what you had in mind when Jos to See it as a very federal and state. low cost
you started? . beautiful city. We have houses; all combined in a

When I came in as a enough stamina to last us for place.
Commissioner,themissionof four years and Once the project gets
Ministry of Housing and we are determined in the started, we are going to
Environmentwasto transform Ministry of Environment to provide houses for people
Jos and Bukuru into garden carry out the. objective for anddecongestthe city ofJos.
cities and to establish it as a whichwe exist. This will be done within the
bas~for entrepreneurshipand What about in the area master plan; that is the new
businesses all over thewo~ld. of housing? master plan we have which

Jos has been a v~ry dirty Onhousing,we have tried covers 25 kilometers radius;
town before now;WIthheaps to renovate as many fromAirporttoHiepang,from
of refuse e~erywhere so from government structures as Riyom,Fobur,andMiango,all
day one;this go,,:emmentwas possible. Many government in a circle surrounding the
determmed to Improve the houses are in bad shape. We centre of Jos. The new
sanitary condition of the are trying to bring all ofthem projects would be in these
stat~. I would say:we have to standard. A lot has been places. It would be like
achieved something to an done and a lot still needs to building new towns; having
extent. We started frOl~zero be done.Weare alsoworking their own police stations,
and hav~moved to achieving on providing houses for the neighborhood shoppingmall
so~eth,IDg about the less privileged in the society. and fire service. ;
san!tatlOn and the The housing programme had In the ministry, we have
environment of the state. But its own problem when we done a lot in the last one and
a lot, need~ to be done came in. We have started halfyears.Wehave an engine
espec,Ially in ~he area of putting money in the housing roomtomake implementation
chang~gpeople s attitude, In fund. The m~ney the civil easier. Before we came in
the ministrytoday, we,have servants were giving to the there was only one vehicle in
employedabout5,000WIdows ministry of Finance was not theministrv but now wehave
sweeping the streets in 23 being remitted to the Federal 28. .

committee has been set up
by the department to
uncover the cause of the
fire with a view to
preventing further
outbreak.

He said the school
authority has also been
directed to conduct its
internal investigation into
the matter and submits its
report to the zonal
department for onward
review and submission to
the state ministry of
education's headquarters.

Minister for Works, Housing and Urban Development, Dr. Hassan Lawai, right, with
Managing Director ofDantat a and Sawoe,when the minister inspected a project site.

to people and business now,
but about setting a path for
the future as well.

"We always take into
account both what we need
to do now and what is the
best future for the fiscal
position," he said. BBC
political correspondent
Ross Hawkins said Mr
Brown's words"willbe seen
by many as a sign he has
heeded thewarningfrom the
governor of the Bank of
England,MervynKing, that
Britaincannotaffordanother
fiscal stimulus".

Last month, Mr King
warned against further'
public borrowing to fund
measures to boost the
economy while being
questioned byMPs from the
TreasuryCommittee.

The Independent said
trials of electric cars are

noon was not immediately'
known as some of the
students who witnessed the
inferno said they were only
attending to their academic
activitieswhenthe firebroke
out and spread fast into the
classes.

Though the school
principal, Hajiya Halima
Ladan, decline comment to
newsmen, sources claim
·theysuspect an electric fault
even as there is no concrete
evidence to suspect same,

The director of Funtua

Daily Trust, Thursday, April 9, 2009

Zonal Education
Department, Alhaji Salisu
Abdu Maska, said the



coming from Gwagwalada
via the airport into the city,
another from Suleja into
NlCON Hilton while one will
come from Nyanya into the
central area That, along with
the planned expansion of the
Airport road and the Kubwa
- Abuja road, the city should
be ready to handle mass
transiting soon.

Senator Aliero has
realised that without action
on the mass transit now,
Abuja traffic situation will
probably come worse off
than that of Lagos in the next
couple of years. In the next
month or two, the Senator
will be unleashing his mass
housing programme and
promises housing for all -
the rich and famous, the poor
and the homeless. His Chief
of Staff, Abubakar Sadiq
Yelwa, who worked closely
with him in Kebbi as
Commissioner of Works, is
currently working closely
with the FC TA
administrators to fashion out
a workable housing policy.

As the distinguished
Senator put it when asked in
February what his first
hundred days would be like,
he said and Iquote,"b y our
first hundred days,
everything would be in place
such that we shall have hit
the road running and the
territory will be in a damn
good shape". And that is
what has happened.

In the area of health, the
Karu General Hospital in
Nasarawa state end ofAbuja
which has been under
construction since' 2004
should be completed in the
current financial year, as
there' is already a 74%
-cornpletion recorded. The
Federal Executive Council
has just approved a variation
caused by additional works
on the hospital ground after
a convincing memo was
defended by the FCT
Minister.

Senator Aliero is
anxiously awaiting the
passage of the FCT budget
within the next one or two
weeks before he moves into
the crucial stages of his
plans for the development of
the federal capital. Three
districts are to be opened up
with massive infrastructure
- roads, bridges, culverts,
drainages, water etc in a
move to decongest the
central area and create room
for Nigerians wishing to
move into Abuja and make
their residence there. But it
is also in the area of mass
transit that Senator Aliero is
very keen to make some
impact.

He did inspect the
progress being made by the
Chinese company handling
the Abuja Light Rail project
and was satisfied with what
he saw, Three rail lines are
planned for the city: one

who disrupts the timely international Kanu,
provision of democracy Nwankwo, also came for
dividends," he warned. The dinner one night to consult
Bi-Water executives led by with the Minister on soccer
David Thorpe, their related issues and he got a
Managing Director, can't. rousing welcome with
remember ever having this assurances that the FCT
kind of rattle and were clearly administration will do
shaken. Any delay tactics by everything within its powers
contractors handling FCT to raise the standard of
projects with a view to soccer in the territory.
getting an upward review of But it was in the area of
the contract will not be education that the Minister
acceptable by the Aliero demonstrated his readiness
administration, the minister to tum around the sector. He
emphasised. had arrived Lugbe primary

The Minister later school early one Monday
disclosed that he hates morning unarmounced and
upward review of contracts, found the standard so
adding that throughout his appalling that he almost wept
stint in Kebbi State, before the cameras, because
contractors who try to as he put it, not only in his
review contracts with a view own primary school days
to getting more funds don't did he get such a terrible
usually get on with his treatment with the kind of
administration and he won't poor infrastructure that the
let that happen at the FCTA ... kids were using.
In his first hundred days in One hundred and fifty
office, Senator Aliero has children were crammed into
touched every area of a small room with the teacher
governance in the territory barely managing to find
from Education to Health, space to place her legs and
Housing, Land to write on the board; yet the
administration, Agriculture kids managed to give the
and Sports. Minister a warm welcome.

When the organizers of After going round the
the FIFA Nigeria 2009 school, he ordered the
competition called on him, Secretary for Education in
everything the Taiwo theFCT,HaliluPai,toputup
Ogunjobi team requested more classrooms in that
were granted because the school as quickly as
FCT Administration is keen possible and alleviate the
to have a problem free suffering that the children
competition. The Nigerian were going through.

residents of Abuja. Since
that New Year eve, Senator
Aliero has several times
Visited the lower Usman
dam, the Federal government
project set up to ensure
Abuja has clean water.

The contractors
handling the Lower Usuman
water project have had a bit
of the flips ide of Senator
Aliero. Here is a seasoned
administrator who rarely gets
angry in the course of doing
his work you begin to
wonder because he always
has a positive disposition
most of the time. There
seems to be a feeling in
Investment House, the
temporar office of the FCT
Minister that Bi-Water, the
contractors handling the
dam are using delay tactics
on the water project. So
senator Aliero called the
managers to his official
residence at Life Camp,
Gwarimpa and had a good
discussion with them.
Gentlemen, he told the water
providers: "I have promised
the residents of the Federal
.Capital Territory adequate
water supply within six
months which I am
determined and committed to
achieve at all cost."

"If you stand on my way
to fulfilling this promise, I
shall make life difficult for
you or any other contractor

R took the traditional
bow and go" in the
enate during his

confirmation hearings for
Ministerial appointment last
December.

Then Senate President,
David Mark, urged him to go
out there to the Executive
Branch and show them the
quality that the Senate is
made of. Hundred days later,
Senator Mohammed Adarnu
Aliero has been showing
why he has the accolade of
GSM attached to his name.
GSM simply means an
accomplished Governor (of
Kebbi State), Distinguished
Senator representing Kebbi
Central and Minister of the
Federal Capital Territory. He
is showcasing the
experiences garnered from
these positions as he battles
to enthrone some order and
good governance in the
Federal Capital Territory.

His first day in office
consisted of an address to
his management team and
advisers, a day he took time
to warn all concerned that he
will have to step on toes if
need be to sanitise every
aspect of the management of
the Federal capital. Shortly
afterwards, he addressed a
mammoth crowd of new year
party revellers at the
Millenium park by the
NICON Hilton where he
promised water, electricity
and a clean city for the

Aliero S 100 days: An overview-
I By TonyAmadi I

(L-R)Finance Minister, Dr. Mansur Mukhtar, FCT Minister Sen. Adamu Aliero, Kwara State
Governor Dr. Bukola Saraki and National Planning Minister Dr. Samshudeen Usman at a
function in Abuja.

continuous one. At the next
inspection if you are found
not to have fully mobilized
you will have your contract
terminated, '" he warned.

While inspecting the
fourth phase of the project
being handled by Gitto
Construction Company, he
commended the contractor
but advised him to redouble
his effort.

Speaking to journalists
at the end of the inspection,
the minster said that the
government will no longer
pay contractors billions of
naira while they abandoned
sites, adding that any
contractor found wanting in
meeting up with the contract
agreement as at when due
will get his contract revoked.

I By Mustapha Suleiman I
that they have not-he fully
paid for the contract.

At the Phase Two being
handled by Bulletine
Construction Company, he
commended the contractor
for a good job while urging
him to redouble his efforts.

The minster was however
enraged while inspecting the
Phase 3 of the road projects
being handled by Reynold
Construction Company
(RCC) which according tohim
performed below average.

Dr. Hassan who looked
visibly angry warned the
contractor to brace up or get
his contract terminated.

"You have done well
below average and this
inspection is going to be a

The minister of Works
and Housing, Dr.
Hassan Lawal, has

warned contractors handling
various road dualisation
projects along Abaji-Lokoja
expressway to mobilize fully
for work or get their contracts
terminated. The minister read
this riot act on Tuesday while
inspecting various road
projects awarded to four
contractors along Abuja -
Lokoja expressway.

He expressed satisfaction
at the Phase One of the
dualisation project handled
by Dantata and Sawoe
Construction Company,
saying they have done well.

He added Dantata and
Sawoe have continued to
work on site despite the fact

Minister threatens to terminateAbuja-Lokoja road contract

transportation in the city as
a big challenge, said the Area
Councils have been directed
to provide mass transit
schemes pending the
commencement of the light
rail project and the
dualisation of the Kubwa
and Airport expressways
which is almost at the point
of contract award.

On youth
empowernment in the
territory, the minister said
that a considerable number'
ofKeke-NAPEP have arrived
the sea port of Lagos and will
soon be brought to Abuja for
onward distribution to
benefeciaries.

partner with only serious
developers and not those
who carve out large tracts of
land allocated to them to
individuals for development
to.

Chief Chuka Odom said
that in the area of security,
the FCTA is increasing the
capacity of surveillance as
very soon, CCTV cameras
will be installed in public
buildings, while the Police
will be more equipped and
encouragement given for
neighbourhood
associations to implement
community policing. .

The minister, who
described the problem of

'N ew mass housing scheme to end
speculation, buildingcellapse'The newly introduced

guidelines for mass
housing schemes in

the FCT will help curb land
speculation and incessant
building collapse in the FCT.

This assertion was made
by the FCT Minister of State,
ChiefChuka Odom, during an
interactive session with
journalists in Abuja on
Tuesday.

He said the FCT
Administration has worked
out a new legal framework to
give all stakeholders a level
playing ground as well as to
assist genuine developers in .
the FCT to achieve their
goals.

According to him, the
guidelines have been made
more stringent by the FCT
Administration to ward off
land speculators in order to

I By Hamisu Muhammad I excuses tojustify their delay.
According to him, most of

will ensure that all ongoing thecontractors handlingvarious
projects are completed and projects havemade significant
delivered on or before the end progress since the lastmeeting
ofMarch, 2009". but stili, some are not making

Speakingat ameetingwith any progress.
the governing council of the "Wearedeterminedtobuild
proposed Federal Polytechnic, aworldclasspolytechnicin that
Ewoke,BayelsaState,Rabesaid region and no contractor will
the polytechnic project is jeopardise our intention," he
among the projects he has wamed
s~cial interest in, therefore,he He said themanagementof
W111.n~t~low any contractorto . the fundhas been meetingwith
put Itm J~op~dy. all the key politicians, youths

He said It ISunfortunatethat • groups traditional rulers and
a few.weeks to the end of the ·f{Jonar~hsto ensure that the
deadlm~, some contractors ~e project becomes a success,
not.maki~genou~ progressm adding that the preliminary
their projects, saying, the poly surveyof the area has indicated
project is a 3 -year old project that the areahas satisfiedall the
due for completionin2007,but conditions to site the
the contractors are still giving polytechnicinthe environment

'Many contractors
_ _ handling various

projects for the
Petroleum T~bhQlQgy
Development Fund (PTDF) in
different parts of the country
mayforfeitthemasthedeadline
givenby theexecutivesecretary
of the fund is fast approaching.

TheExecutiveSecretaryof
the PTDF, Muttaqha Rabe
Danna, yesterday insisted on
theMarch 31deadline that any
contractor who fails to make
significant progress on the site
of the contract face revocation.

At a meeting with
consultants and contractors
recently inAbuja, EngrDanna
said, "all contractors are
therefore requested to meet
with various consultants and
prepare a new work plan that

Contractors may lose PTDF contract as deadline approaches
NT
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T0J!g~ didn't dema~dm~neyft;g~Y!!!ef
yesterday refuted a A 1I'0a Council chairmen The chairman described

newspaper report that I ~ the speaker's deathas a great
quoted one of them as say- ecuted. thebank andmoniespaidinto loss to the area council.
ing that FCT Minister of ByM~:~::~::~an & He said other initiativesof the said account or in the al- According to him, the late
State,ChiefChukaOdom de- the minister include getting temative tender an unre- speaker was a hardworking
mandedmoney fromthemto YahayaM. Musa at a news the American Embassy in served apology to the minis- manwith a lot of great ideas, .
runhis office. conference in Abuja, said Abujatopartnerwith the area ter in the interest of credibil- addingthat his death came at
The chairmen. who are such an issuehas never been councils in the construction ity,"AlhajiMusa stated. a time the councilneededhis

members of the Association discussed in any meetings of refuse incinerator. In another development, servicemost.
of Area Council Chairmen, withtheminister,addingthat "Weregret the embarrass- the death of the speaker of The chairman prayed for
jointly issueda communique the minister has shown a ment the said publication AbuiaMunicipalAreaCoun- the repose of his soul and
describing the allegation as deep commitment to the de- must have caused the minis- cil (AMAC) was announced askedthe late speaker's fam­
baseless,falseandmalicious. velopment of the satellite ter and challenge the said by councilofficialsyesterday. ily to bear the irreparable
The communique which towns through his efforts at newspapertonamethechair- AMAC's Chairman, Mr loss.

was read by the Abaji Area ensuring that development man that granted him the al- Zaphaniah B. Jisalo dis- Our reporter learntthat the
Council Chairman, Alhaji projects are diligently ex- legedinterviewanddetailsof closedthathediedintheearly speakerwill be buried today.

the less privilege before de­
ciding on assisting persons
that are disabled,adding that
for the past 17 years, dis­
abled persons are brought
together from all over the
country to attend
programmes organised by

retreat, musical carnivall the foundation yearly.
procession round the major .According to him, the
streets inAbuja. attending a foundation programmes
HolyMass.Nationalseminar, yearly are meant to educate
thanksgiving mass, grand the disabled persons as well
receptionthatwill entailpre- as to make them know that
sentations of awards, gala they .havespecial gifts from

God.
nite and distribution of gifts He disclosed that the-
to disabled persons at St
Aloysius Primary School yearly programmes have al-
Field,Area3,Garki,Amyaon ways been organised in
April 14. Benin but had to be shifted
President of the founda- to Abuja because of com­

tion, Sir David E. Osunde, plains fromdisabledpersons
yesterday at a press briefing from the north that thejour­
inAbuja appealed toNigeri- ney was long and strenuous.
ans to show love-as well as The president called on
help the lessprivilegepeople otherwellmeaningNigerians

I in the society. to join in the crusade to as­I "As human beings, Christ sist disabled persons by par-
I ticipating in the programmehas instructed us to look af-
ter one another by being our and bringing gifts.

''Don't wait to be invitedbrothers keepers, and by
these statements we have to officially,join othermen and
love our neighbour as much women of goodwill to put
as' ourselves," he stated. smiles on the faces of per-
He said the foundation sons with disabilities by be­

From right: Sir David E. Osunde and Barrister Ikem Uchegbulam, during a press briefing organised by Sir David members had to go through ing a part of the programme,
Osunde Foundation to reel out its programmes for the disabled during Easter. varied of problems affecting and bringing them gifts of__________________________________________ '-- -, wheelchairs, callipers,cane-

guides, Braille, fairly-used \
clothes, shoes, etc," he
added.
Also speaking, Barrister

Ikem Uchegbulam said the
organising committee has
made arrangement with the
Federal Road Safety Com­
mission to lead the congre­
gation round Abuja.
He said the theme of the

event is 'Disability and road
traffic accidents', adding
that it would sensitize
people on the risks in­
volved in careless driving,
especially when they know
that road accident is a cause
of disability.

Olakoshe. __. inches television set, five added.
.Prosecut!JLJereoiiahElijah speakers, one desk top com- When the charges were

told the court that onMarch purer, eight laptop bags, one read to the accused, he
23, 2009, one Yemisi Sony OVD, eight handsets pleaded not guilty and re­
Olakoshe of Federal Hous- withoutSIM cards, oneOVD quested for bail.
ing. Phase 1, Lugbe Estate, . player, four camerns,-three -Magistrate HadizaShagari
Ahuja. reported to thepolice - remote controls, two intema- granted him bail in the sum
that the accused and three tionaIpassports, earrings and - ofN50,OOOwith a surety in
others now at large were two flasks were found there. like sum that must be a civil
caught removing her win- "The accused could not servant andswear to an affi­
dow netwith intent tobreak giveaccountofhow hecame davit to produce the ac­
into her house to steal about the item and commit- cused in court on the ad-

He said when the police ted offences punishable un- journed date.
conducted searches in the der Sections 95, 317 and 79 The case was adjourned
accusedperson's house, a 14 of the Penal Code Law," he toApril 30 forhearing.

Engineer in court over rape attempt
A 29-year-Oldengineer, I I be acivil servant and reside

Isah Yusuf was on Bylbrab':emA.Fatai& witbin1hecOurt'sjurisdiction
Tuesday arraigned. HusemYahaya . aswellassweartoanaffida-

before an Abuja magistrate cess of the beating. he cut vit to produce the accused
court for allegedly entering her wrist watch valued at in court on the adjourned
the house of oneAngela Jo- N3,000 as well as destroyed -date.
seph while she slept and at- her necklace valued at The case was adjourned
tempting tomake loveto her N2,500. ~ toMay 12for hearing.
without her consent. The prosecutor argued - InanoChercomt, aTl-year-
The engineer was also further that the offences oldprintel',OneijiAlomawas

charged for criminal assault, committed by the accused onMonday arraigned for al­
intimidation and resisting are punishable under Sec- legedly being in possession
arrest. tions 95, 263, 264, 397 and of suspected stolen items
Prosecutor Mustapha 172of thePenal Code Law. and attempting to break into

Mohammed told the court When the charges were the house of one Yemisi==~==E~';'=d!:1Easter: Foundation to hostthat the accused criminaIly Following the denial of I
entered her room while she the charges. the prosecutor 1M embers of Sir h d· d
::,:s::~ant!r~ade at- =~tt!o;:=! ~::!d~st~n:: t e ISab Ie
He said when the com- pare its witness.. (SOOF) hid d Edition of the foundation.lainant . ted all fforts U..,m.,..._ .....Hafsat Soso ave cone u e ByAbubakarYakubu I

p rests e ."~ ....,,,.- laos to h t h dred f The physically challenzedby the accused to rape her, granted the accused bail in p os un s 0 'J~" to>

the accused started beating. the sumofN150,OOOwith a disabled persons that would parts of the country as from persons would be in Abuja
her, adding that in the pro- surety inlike sum that must cometoAbuja fromdifferent Friday, to celebrate the 17'" for a five-day programme
....Em....~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~thatwillmvoweanationaI
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remuneration.

bers'for

_~_Lady charged for squandering
kmiddle-~d woman, I I h' I hessica Joseph' was By Sikiru M. Jimoh mot e t pable homicide against Oni

esterday arraigned lice that Jessica collected the r s wea Adeyemi.
before an Abuja magistrate sum ofN2.2million, being the "When the accused per-
court for allegedly wasting her benefit ofher mother and took sum ofN500,000 each and a The accused persons were addresses were accused of sons were arrested, various
mother's wealth that ran into itto Obinna Nwagwu and they surety each in like-sum that equally charged with the of- gathering unlawfully with the types of dangerous weapons
N22million both converted it theirpersonal must becivilservants and own fences of inciting disturbance intention of rioting during a were recovered from them and

The lady was arraigned use and wasted it. houses within the court's ju- and attempting to commit an court trial against one Oni none of them could give satis-
alongside her boyfriend, ProsecutorStephenEimoga, risdiction. . offence in the neighbourhood AdeyemiintheFCT. :factory account of theirmission
Obirma Nwagwu, who was who investigated the allega- The case was adjourned to of the court, where a case was Court Clerk, Lele Akawu . in the bush at that time," the
accused of acting jointly with tion, told the court that Jessica April 14for hearing. going OD. while reading out the police clerk continued.
her to waste the money. confessed to the crime. In another case, seven men The men, Mujachi Martins, report said in the morning of The seven accused persons

Court Registrar, Mrs . When the charge was read • were yesterday arraigned for Tosin Ibrahim, Abubakar February 16, the accused per- did not take their plea ami.
SalamatuBauna,while reading to both accused persons, the., allegedly gathering in a bush Aliyu, Mamuda Shehu, Aliyu sons ofno fixedaddresses were Magistrate Fatima Usmall' -
the poJicereport said on Feb- - deniedit. near a court with dangerous Baba, Isiaku Yakubu and sighted in a bush during the Mukhtaradjournedfhecaseto
ruary 24, one JoyceJoseph of. Magistrate Hadiza Dodo. weapons. Mukhtar Mati all of no fixed proceedings of a case of cul- April 20. '
Karu Site reported to the po- grantedeach of them bail in the

by iven that the 27th Annual General Meeting of the
an Th ay 30th of April 2009 at 4:00 p.m~at

If C NTANCY,PermanentSite. ~WIIIIII
~jlftfllllftlllftj"'" _.~,_ PlalUU State..

_"Having known that the
woman committed an offence,
the accused 'promised to
bring her before them; but in­
stead, she only paid NlO,OOO
to one of them," the prosecu­
tor added.

He said the accused com­
mitted an offence punishable
under Section 167 of the Pe­
nal Code Law,
When the charge was read

to the accused, she pleaded
not guilty and asked for bail.
Magistrate Hafsat Soso

granted the accused bail in the
sum ofN50,OOOwith a surety
in like sum that must reside
within the court's jurisdiction
and swear to an affidavit to
produce the accused in court
on the adjourned date.
The case was adjoumed to

May 6 for hearing.

By Hussein Yahaya &
IbraheemA. FataiAmiddle-aged woman

was on Monday ar­
aigned before an

Abujamagistrate court for al­
legedly assisting one Hajia
Nasiru to avoid her creditor.

The accused, Hauwa
Mejitaba was said to have
committed the offence middle
March, 2009 and arrested on
March 31, 2009.

Prosecutor Jeremiah Elijah
informed the court that on
March 31, 2009, Mariam
Mohammed, Zaliha and
Adama Mohammed, all of
Karmajiji village, Abuja, re­
ported to the police that the
accused prevented them from
collecting their money from
their debtors.
He said one Hajia Nasiru of

Karamajiji village,Abuja, col­
lected rice valued at NI6,000,
14wrappers andN16,000 con­
tributions from the complain­
ant and ran away.

Woman In court r
hiding suspected debtor
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amsudeen--A ubakar
(Magajin Raftn Keffi)

Secretary-General (KOBA)

MCiijorGeneral {Chief} E.O. Abisoye (rtd)
(Ogbajiri of Ogor!)
Presigent-General (KOBA)

NULLA DEDITIO

Long live Government College keffi!
Long live KOBA!! .
Long live the Federal Republic of Nigeria!!!

We thank all those who contributed in one way or the other
and those who accompanied our Special Guests to witness'
this historic occasion and the entire membership of Keffi Old
BoysAssociation (KOBA) for making the occasion a success.

The list is by no means exhaustive.

1. Senator Abubakar Danso Sodangi
2. Senator SuleimanAdokwe
3. Senator PatriciaAkwashiki
4. Hon. Ahmed Aliyu Danyaya
5. Hon. Samuel Egya
6. Hon. Mohammed Almakura
7. Speaker and Members of Nasarawa State House of

. Assembly
8. . The Secretary to Nasarawa State Government, Head

of Service and all Members of the State EXCO.
9. Alhaji Tanko Almakura
10. Imani Group of Companies
11. Alhaji Abdul Gafaru Yusuf
12. Arthur Collins Nda
13. Ashaka Cement Company Pic.
14. President & Members, GindilJOld Students

Association (GOSA) ,

Our special appreciation also goes to the following:

The association also recognizes the tremendous support of
the Chairman of the Occasion, HRH, Alhaji Dr. Ado Bayero,
CFR, The Emir of Kano, who contributed towards the success
of the launching. We also note with gratitude the immense
contributions of the Grand Patron of KOBA, HRH Alhaji Dr.
Muhammadu Chindo Yamusa II, OFR, Emir of Keffi, whose
wise counsel has continued to keep the association moving.
We appreciate the presence of The Emir of Lafia, Alhaji (Dr.)
lsa MustaphaAgwai I, Chairman, State Council of Chiefs, who
led all traditional rulers in the State to grace the Occasion.

387, Ikorodu Road,
Ojota-lagos, Nigeria.
P. O. Box 50611,
Falomo.lkoyl, Lagos.
Teb 01-4973034. 0803--302..a706

09w2349456, 0803-401-8801

Special appreciation goes to our Chief Launcher,Alhaji Dahiru
Barau Mangal and the Co-launchers, Alhaji'Aliko Dangote,
Chief Fern; Otedola, Dr. (Mrs) Cecilia Ibm and Otunba Wale
Adenuga.
We acknowledged the presence and contributions of all
Honourable Ministers especially Senator Muhammad Adamu
Aliero, FCT Minister and Dr. Hassan Lawai, Minister of Works
and Housing.

We appreciate the presence and contributions of former
Governors, Alhaji Abdullahi Adamu of Nasarawa State and Sir
Peter Odili of Rivers State.

Our appreciation goes to their Excellencies, the Executive
Governors of Benue State, Rt Han. Gabriel Suswan, Niger
State, Dr Mu'azu Babangida Aliyu, Taraba State, Pharm.
Danbaba Danfulani Suntai, Kogi State, Alhaji Ibrahim Idris,
Enugu State, Sullivan Chime, Kano State, Mallam Ibrahim
Shekarau and Nasarawa State Deputy Governor, Chief John
Michael Abdul.

Worthy of special mention and commendation is the Governor
of Katsina State, His Excellency, Alhaji Ibrahim Shehu Shema
for associating himself with the Public Private Partnership
programme initiated by KOBA with the support of His
Excellency, AlhajLAliyu Akwe Doma, Governor of Nasarawa
State.

Our gratitude goes toAlhaji (Dr.) Mahmud Yayale Ahmed, the
Secretary to the Government of the Federation (SGF) and the
Head of Civil Service ofthe Federation, MsAma Pepple.
Special gratitude also goes to the amiable and indefatigable
Governor of Nasarawa State, His Excellency, Alhaji Aliyu
Akwe Doma OON, (Madauchin Doma) for his laudable efforts
towards restoring the lost glory of Government College Keffi
and tirelessly working towards re-building the school and
achieving more.

The National EXCO and entire membership of Keffi Old
Boys Association (KOBA) wish to extend their sincere
appreciation particularly to His Excellency, Alhaji

Umaru Musa Yar'Adua GCFR (Mutawallen Katsina)
President, Cornmander-ln-Chief of the Armed Forces,
Federal Republic of Nigeria (KOBA 992) for finding time from
his busy schedules to personally attend and grace the 60th
anniversary celebration of Government College Ketti, his
Alma Mater.

I{Effi Old Boys Associario«
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Sincecourt$ do I1(lt n<1OnaUy overrule them.WIVC5,
Wamakk" IS rolrca<ly nilt 4Ullhfhxl h) ,,.. ..,,

.;cutes.ed the 14'"April. 2(l()7 clcctk>n. What \"m
wm«in is I" ~c'cmlilll: WhCUleflie W~l>q''''].j tled to
r,Hltll (or the May 2008 EIf:I;1ion,This we think
~fid ilfl:! sure is not CIlS)' l~r IlleCourt ofAppeal to
1100 QlIl. JI1:s:1iec dcbycd. it is In;,.y <'1yjustice
denied.

Since Ille m ..ner is now bii,d~ 10 the Court of
App(:(lI.dle illO;OOSto b(:l'h.jtcrmi.licd.a~ whelhcrlhe
lower Iribunal had i.ldl.li.lly n~'jllri~di~li(>l1 t{) Ile<'!r
the ,,:os~: and wh';lher the .J" rc"pondent
{Wamakk(J) Wil~·qu.allfied tQ ha:\'i:!contested the
Ma~<~()(k'lf'c-rundcdioo inS,~kul(,Slah:.

banded down oy (beir C'Oun~rts ill 100wmh.
wbich .give w:rdicrs Ibllt k'Ok !\Qlrtewhal ilrtp.Nl!-S;tvC
I<J the 'j)1:uplc.partit:uwtly in wmc ..~,;e:s s,'Ilc-bas
gubll'!tt<li(lthd "IeCli(1l~sin OndQ aud Eilll Si:Jte'.1•.
The eiC(.1ioCll>were annulled and pelitioll~1'$ SWDl'll'
hI, Why ~rethCSill k,t1d~of rn"'i~j jUdglllCtll$ not
h:Oppcl\illgin Ihe north'?This is aQm: mmion do,U;lr
'1tl4;;1iol1which <)IltyJudie,iM)'Clln amw ...'1~

Jlldidll1}' being the Jast 1I0pll' for an aggrieved
pm1y, trom all irutkatiDIl$ 11is OQl (!..~il1gwhat it i:s
supf/O'SiCd t1.1 ~ doing especiiaJly in the ClL~C
Sol.:oto_ In spitl; of lhe judgment Df Inc C"~I:rt
Appeal whi-chmlliifi~d the ei«II<m on I~ gmund
Ih~1 Gm'e.rool" Wamal<ko was not vlIli.dty
nominal~'Il b~ till!' I'Di'. INEt' wcn!. <l'he.a& and
allow~'d him tl) partk'-ipate in til." re·run 'elet:!.j<;m..
ThL~ha.~raised ,dot ",rdmJb!nb(lUl!he ;n"~"";h"~'f

th~ Court uf AppMi'$ Jndgment~ and
al!oWiJ1S rh"saltle~andidufcto rc col1lc!i-I.

Section 32 which «miaiils IhCruainlWSOil ~
nifollows
$e(:tion (I) £lIc'Ypolitield pany should not later

tlIM!. no days ~fMi Jilt: dati:
lIpj)'Oinl«i toa ,gen¢ral¢!«:tioo \lnder
the p<fOvisions(l-f Ihis Atl. submit 10
the commission in the prescribed
fW"mS.lhe Ii!>t of (aooid3tc$ the part)'

. propo..~dlO sponsor ll(theetectioJls.
Sccticm(2) Tilt: Ji&! s.hall be aCCl)ll1paniedby llR

affidav<i'sworn II) by ~lI.oh candidate
fit the HigbCool1(Jtastatc •.indiclifing
(hat h¢ has (ulfilled all tbe
cOI1~titi.itionat reqllirements for
electiM into chat office,

$e(:tioo (3) The -tooun!~jQll $OOU,wilhin 7 da)'$
of the receipt of the personal
particulars of dw candidate; publisb
same ill the <:rulSlitucncy wll!:-~·IM
candidatt! intends 10 conl¢st tbe
electi.otl.

Setlioo(4) Any petSoo who hilS n:.i$()ml(1k
ground 10 beli<:v¢ that any
infonnation given by a candidate in
!'he affidav.il is false may file a suit al
lbe High C(rutt ~fa Smte ~ Federal
High Coorl agaln.~1 Sl.ICh person
seeking II dedarnti.on. dun Ihe
information contained in the
Affidavit Isfa:lsc.

Sectiun(5) If tbe 1.'Oilrfdetermines that any of
the infoltnatioo OOlltaimtd in tbe
affidavit is: fil~ the (QUrt lilian
is.~~ an ol'de:r di;;quali1ying the
c.:.mdidatefmOlcontesting.

S~tioo(6) A polhical party wbJch J»!'l$¢llUl 10
the rommls.~ioo the flnme of a
cnndidate wllo OOes not meet the
quaUrK<llioos slipulatl(td in Ihis
\loclilm. cOll1mil:$ un uffclK'c and is
liable on convictlonlO IImaximum
fineofN500.000.00

Sl."~d®(J) Every j)t\liti(,al pan}' ltMU',IJI,ll tilll:r
l.ban14days be(o~ Ihe dale appointed for a b~"
el~tion by tbe oommisslon submil the list (>f
candidales from ih¢ party fur tlw·bye-eh.'Ctioo.
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laarrivingaflbeir di~ntln8~siQn. Okookw()
andAhama.ije (1J), tiSi¢d SOIll¢aUlooti.ties SOIl'lC
ofwbkh are scctiCfOO32(1) *32(7) to buttress
thdnlTg:lJmcnt ~

Having exhllll8ted these preliminary issees, the
lrioorud in Ib¢djssen~bigjl!~nl otOlu;mkwo
and Ahamaiojl: (JJ) W(nt further to examine me
isme of qualiiwaiino. of Ally\! Mag~da
\\1mli'lkkob)cunlcst lWt.24'·May 2008 electron.
which is the main {SloWin eOntentiOll.AlX()wiog
to them. 'by virtue of the {',ouri of Appeals'
dwision whicli Jed to the re·tutI election, Aliyu
W3fIlilkico of the PDP WaS oot qualified.. Their ~
,upnu:nt is n~ diff'ilCUlt to appnllliate as IDe
April 14, 2001 election was annulled due to
irtegl;llarili4s in due fl)rm (If multiple
lIominlltiot)$. lack of J)tQpor ~p>l\$(l~hip and
lack of valid fUl'IfIingmIIte wilb regard to lhe
purported winner of the election, AIi)'u
Masatakarda WamMkko oethe PDP. Themorea
frC$b nom_ior. ~ to have been made to
tNEC, if PDP rnm adIIally "ranted him to be its
candidal¢. Thill is by Vlttu4llf~t.on 32(1). The
tW();jU<lg¢$also-<t!,lot~$<cti(llll77 lind IS7(l)(lf
lhe 1999 Cl:llb1ilUlion which (hey !laid apply to
Jt~nml election 1o't.m liS tbt April 14. :W07
¢lcctiun. whkh \\"llSartuuJle.d b)' the Court (If
APi'C1l1and ~. a freoSbelection \Vim!1l 90
days. The new electron ordered was in the
opinion of the dlsmJting Judgment a ~
£lwinuwnkh lbiswritef entirely agrees wid"

majorilydccision tO$3)'that i1hasnojmttdielion
10 entertain the IUafler by virtue or section
145(1)(li) oftlle Efech)ral Act 2006 whjchgiv¢$
I~ (ritmnal {he jurilMJieti()f! to inquire into
whether <I pt:fSOO w-I~ decti.!:m WUllqUttltiuned
at the time of thc ekclron wus not qual.ified to
C()f!teslthe election; In this ease the 24" Mil)'
2(IQ$ election in Sokolo Slalc. On the jss:nc of
abu$Cl)fCwn p~.lb¢ dmcntingjlldgement
also disagrecd with the majorily. I'IS the issues
bef~ the tribunal and mQ$cbe(cre the Federal
MghCourt are tadieally different

Also, themajority judgl!n'I«It decided clultsitting
on that Slime mam.'rwuutd amount toan abuse of
court pit)CC$S, in view of lbe faCt that another
matter has been decided by "the Federal High
COl.lrtand n0W Oil appeal at the court of APi'Cal
.seeking [() k.oow whetb<t Aliyu 1.1agatak3lda
Wamako was qualified tocootest h'ilhe Mily.l4"
2008, te--tun governorship election in Sokow
.ll'.ltlic.Tb¢appeal to theeoon ohppe;tJ N$<ultedin
th~Ftdqal Hish tQurt d«linins jurisdictitm on
t'ln:lssu(!. .
On the other band, Iidlsl>¢!'l;lingde,cisinn of two
memb¢rs of the tribunal disagreed with lite

'lWo nUllo iUli'e$ were presented to the tribunal
for determination wilh ~o:t.." to !he May 14",
2008 re-run election wJm:h is tilt maIler tn
~·(U'Henlio!l. A,cordlna to' tM dii$Cnl~n,
Judgement Qf the jril;!llnal "lin\'clupiQg.
lO.ilwuding and beclouding. tbese lWO
.fundtunenlal issues lin: a myriad of ~5
bothering on juriildiction. abuse ofoourl proc:(l$S
and incompetence". On the question of
jurisdkiion ood abuse of Court processes as
tanv~ by the mpondent$. a ruajl)riry
judgenlen( of the tritmool decided f)I\ the
.affirmative I.e lhat it bad flO jurisdiction to
~(<:rtiljnthc malter.

To DPP and its nag bearn Alhaji Muhat'l'll)llJ(iu
Maigari Dinwooi+ the independent National
Electoral Commissioo INEC, erred in allowing
Aillaji AliYl' Magalalwda of POP to panicip;ue
in Ihe re-run cl~lion.of24" May 2008. au resull
of which they nm to Ibe R!.constiluted
governorship lribnnal to cludkugc Aliyu
Magatabrda" participation in the etection and
his SUMequet\t swearing-in having 001 been
qualifl«l w tontest in the fe-run cttWtioo for
invilild nolllillatiqn prior 10both the April '4"
2007.md May-24*.20OSclectio.ns"

fresb cl«tion be conducted between the $lime
pal'1iesand candkfatc$ as a~ ()Il Exhibit R8,
(the fonn. on whieh oolnes of oominatcd
(:andidales were list«1).

It is bowC',,'cr, lin fortuIDI!e tbat election pe!1l11ID
tribuMl$in northern Nigeria aJWtiys gi \'C \'erdkl:!l
tba' 5et:'IDS watery and confusing to tbe seneraJity
of t~ peoplc_ The~ are distIncl front dec·isiullS

Atler a C[lfiIIMY look iilt Itl<l above $ectiotl. the
<1iSN:iltiflgjudg;._'Sitl tll.eifdee~sioobelkved :WCIf(11l
32( J l al"pli~d (lft;ly I(!a g~)ler(lhtJecli(}ll liUCOas wa"
hcid (m 14'"April, l~)7, but SC~1i(m32(7) 3f'Plks
tt>the ca.'U:of bye-dcctiun OT :special election; that
is when:: :uidectJQIl was ",;aru:ellcd and a new one
held. A]w. lKcmdlllgto them !\CCli.oll 32(1) as
Qtlposcd to sectk1n3;!(! },pro\,j~ or-atTort.f;$ the'·
ro;spondcm alld doc puli.j;:al party :!I(lQIlrorlng him
vel)' ample (l[!pQrtuflity of ~el1lcdyillg Qf reclifYing
wha(.wcr crr-(\'~were (mind by tbe COlll1of ,\pJ1eal
til the .nomination of I" rcspondent (Ali)'U
Walt1:l1kku)-fur IlK:Apt'il 14. 200i deelio.ll aoo to
t()~rccl $JUl)e ill the 1.4' :-"1a)' lOll&. il ·i~ Ihis
OW(l!1unhy which he did ·110<1 'ar.~ that moo!; all
vot~ en"t 10him null mw ·~'oid.because thc\' were
SOOI\.'lllin fllv<)UJ(I(II pa;i1y wltidl h;:u 11MlI~"W Ily
$j)Onsorcdall)' "'afidl}"npminl1ltcdcandidate. hence
d<:'cldl)othat the petlti®crs .p<;tition$Ui:>C;¢\."'-ts.
C(..uequently, the judgc$ ".:edlt tite f-elh.wllllt
ard,,"=
L Tlw 1" resrwndem110l beil~g vlIlid!y

nooninatcd :a~ al 24~ May, ;lOlls., Wll~ IlOt
qll<lliti(';i to <;cmtest11\c(;4V~I(}r.;hip ~leetioo
lilr SPkulo stale heW un May 14, 2(1)*.

:t Tile 562.39'5 "ores l\!cl)nkld for the I"
re:;ponckllt by tbe 3" respondent and its agents
1\tdte said d<.'(;1ion an: "'cia and !'\"as.tcd.

:t Th" J" .petitiuner $C{)(¢dmajorii), of l..w(ul
VOWl< ill dw GI}"1.'t11l~'rshill;:j",..."I.i>CI!1 ba"ing
si,lof<:d124.046 vOle!' and "lSI) liCored not ],eM
than Me <~lh1«crl)ftl'kJ la",onll ';04es eim ill at
IClI."\t ,wo tll(rli.'! of the 1.,)C~1 Gov(;rmm:nt
Arc:)SQfS~otO$mt<;.

4_ !" jlctiuoncr L~entitled ttl be returned by tbe 3'"
amI 4~ respon4i::ncsas h~ving b!.'lUl duly
elected G,wcn'C»' of Sokoto SI<IIC if> the
Governtm;hip de<:llon beld on 24' May200K

5. The I" f,lCfj1jl}J1ersl~1Iftmbwilhbe $\\'0111 inM
Governor ofSokoto state,

(1, TIW'fli'shill! be ~(;$I of N 10, 000.00 fOf 'h~
peliti~_

Di$~(1hsf1cd witll th..; 4t?Cis!(»t.~in the 'uaj!)rily
judgment, the ~tftk'ru:'[' went ~ .'1.1111<.'3110 the
C:Qillrt pfAplJ'C'''~for re-dn;.;.s,

Thi$ petltiM whieh WM dismissed at thc lower
tribunal utlitrullely wtfll on appeal 10theIloortof
Appeal Kaduna,whlch on April l8" 2008. set
a!lkJethe ~i$ion ()ft~ low« c:oortand ookt«l
for frem election. which W.lm cond~ on 24""
May, 2008. This electron alsotaisedcmain lega'!
i:ssues, wlUdt Drr aoo its l:llI'idid\'l&e, Alluiji
MIl~mmaduMaigari Dingyadi ilretoolestingal
the relevant tribunals.

The court ill'Appeal in ilS judgment ovcr ~bc
April 14'"2007 election in Sokolo held tbllt the
tkclwn. of His Excellency Aliyu Magalakardli
Wamako be litmulled for siibstuntial
irregUlarities in 1M <:00011(1Qf the elwion MlO
on the ground that Miyu M WamakQw~ not
qualified 1.0 contest Ihe 14" April ZOO?
govemombip d,cction. The coon ordered, that a

The way andmanner in which d\ietion petitions
are being in Nigeria is viewed
dif'rerentlyb. d~ing (illtheir jevel
()fe~licJII, their ll~tI\ooing·Qne&~1 issues,
Ofii!VetllMil statU$ inme,Tbismay be 1M f4t1.~
why reopre tend to be surprised wby certain
coort decisions on 1iirnilacmatters differ,.hence
leading toso much coofllSioti. It isthiscoofllsiotime present writer is Ilying 10 clear (in how the
legal tu.~~iIlSol«>to stile i$un(01dj~ This is to
CllAUleall inteN$led panies ita"'", a goo.oral
,)ndo~"'~,ui.illSoftbe wh.ole $itlnilil:m.

The legal battle over lhe seal of Sokow Slale
goveroomhip b¢(Wecn (he ~ooidatc or DW,
Alba;i MuhNnntadu Maipi Dingyadi and
Alhaji Aliyu Magat3karda Wamako of PDP;
began imnleliiate'ly after the April 14'" ,2001
gubernatorial dCC1i<m. The OPP innnediatc1y
after the electioo confested lhe result nt the
$Qkoto $iate Governorship ;llid Lqislative
UO\l~OillSleetion Paition Tribunal t{)OtC$ljQ&
among (}t)lilr$, 1~ quaUrlCniiol\ l)f PDP's
candldate. AllYl! Magatakania to contest the
dcctkm formullipkDOmina1ionli.~~
me~ip uf the PDP and f~k of 11 valid
numingmalc.
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Signed
Management

form A T the SCHOOLObtain

VENUE: School premises'
DATE: 18th April, 2009
TIME: 9a.m, prompt.

Abuja Capital International College is situated in Gwarinpa
Federal Housing Estate Phase2, between Roads352 and 353
off 3rd Avenue. Phone 670-4466 or 314-9492, 095200297-
300,08035046139
Website: www.acicnigeria.org
e-rnaik info@acicnigeria.org

•

•

•
•
•

•
•

The authorities of the above named institutions
are hereby requested to forward the iames of
their brightest graduating students for
consideration and job offer.All correspondence
offer should be sent to:

1.Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria
2. Bayero University, Kano
3. University of Maiduguri, Maiduguri
4. University of Jos, Jos .
5. Kaduna Polytechnic, Kaduna
6. Federal Polytechnic, Bida

Media Trust Limited, publishers of Weekly
Trust, Daily Trust, Sunday Trust andAminiya, in
demonstration of corporate social responsibility
and commitment to human capital development,
offers employment slots for best graduating
students of Mass Communication in the
following universities/polytechnics:

We provide well rounded world-class International
Education which develops the whole person, fostering
intellectual, spiritual, creative, physicaland socialgrowth.
OurTeacher- Student RatiO ispresently 1:2.
ACICnot only offers academicexcellencebut also allows
the students to enjoy a stress-free life involving them in
extra-curricular activities such as Sports, Music, FineArt
andDrama.
French and Arabic are offered as foreign languages for
the future enhancementof their careers.
Information CommunicationTechnology is embedded in
all subject areas.
The learning goals for each subject area are identified to
facilitate learning, acquiring knowledge
andskillsanddevelopingunderstanding.
Civic,moral and religious instruction are given to imbue in
students a sense of responsibility, tolerance and
uprightness.
The ACICcurriculum includes the rigorous development
of international understanding as an integral part of all
that it does.

•

The College offers the Cambridge Curriculum to students
drawn fromaround the worldOurcurriculumcoversCambridge
Primary, IGCSEand A Levels.

.1

,

Student?' '

Graduating Mass
Communication

Are You The BestAn ideal and well equipped co-educational
school with ultra modern Boarding facilities as
well as, ciir conditioned classes and offices.

ABUJA CAPITAL
INTERNA TIONAL COLLEGE
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