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Elephant Blue Detergent washes cleaner, brighter
RAP 027

Here now 
is the detergent 
for all fabrics

Whatever the fabric. Elephant gently takes out 
all the dirt and stains, leaving your clothes intact.

White clothes get whiter, coloureds 
get brighter. Elephant blue detergent 

is gentle to your hands too!
1 And what's more—it's Economical. 

You actually use less of Elephant Blue Detergent 
to do your washing Elephant—the Blue detergent 

that's GENTLE to your clothes and hands.
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...the best of 
two worlds

...the GAS cooker 
that is also ELECTRIC

SEX FORUM:
The crisis of surplus 
Women, no Husbands.

ENTERTAINMENT: 
A review of B.B. King 
Concert.

■

All these and more in ....

SMBrnfl

• Two gas burners and 
two electric plates

• A large oven with
'panorama view' glass door, 
a thermostat that controls oven 
temperature, and
a spit-roaster (available in 
some models) for barbecue

d Automatic lighting on all burners
° A useful dish warmer compartment 

that will also help you keep 
cooked food

© A grill
o A plug on the front panel 

for mixers, coffee mills 
etc.

© An easy-to-clean steel 
body with porcelain enamel 
finish, all parts gravity fit 
and removable for effortless cleaning, 
top plate protects interior of 
cooker from all spilled liquids

INTERVIEW:
Mrs. tkpo disagree with 
Go won: She also says:- 
"I was only close 
poikxally with Zik. I 
was: r his Mistress".
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ie New 
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'blets

ENERJETS
For jet power energy when you need it!

I

'X'/New
x Enerjets Glucose tablets are the nicest, 

fastest, easiest way to get extra energy 
Enerjets are Glucose Tablets with a difference!. Pop 
an enerjet into your mouth whenever you need extra 
energy fast. It's a must for all Sportsmen.
Enerjets really work! Replace lost energy the way only 
Glucose can at only 10 kobo per roll.
Enerjets are easy to carry! Keep a packet in your 
pocket.
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THE DROUGHT SAMARITANS:
As Nigeria witnesses her worst drought in 

the Northern States, the giant Daily Times 
waded in with an appeal to "fellow countrymen" 
to donate generously to help those affected by 
the drought.

The Editor-in-Chief, Chris Okotie while ac­
knowledging the generosity of someanonymous 
donors dismisses the so called charitable dona­
tions as a public relations stunt and a stampede 
and quest for cheap publicity by some donors.

He regrets that the government also blun­
dered in granting tax concession to donors on 
Page........ the Editor advises that government
should tax our drought Samaritans: Page.

!l

WHAT MARRIED WOMEN DON'T KNOW 
ABOUT SEX:

The amount of adultery daily committed is 
escalating.

Marriages crash and people walk out of

MOHITH

I'Ik

THE POLITICS OF IRON AND STEEL 
COMPLEX:

As far back as 1962, we were told in concrete 
terms that the Iron and Steel Complex will be 
commissioned in a few months time. According 
to the 1962-1968, National Development Plan 
the federal government had set aside the full 
expected cost of 60 million Naira for the Steel 
Complex and a decision on its location was to 
be taken in a few months time.

We know for a fact today that in spite of 
what appeared like the well cut and dried plans 
of the federal government, Nigeria still has no 
Iron and Steel Complex.

The projected third plan frankly admitted 
politics as a factor in the delay of this project 
yet in some recent announcements political 
considerations have been dismissed and we are 
assured of this pivotal project.

When and where now are we going to have 
this Steel project’

Alhaji Ishola Akindele-Eleku warns that 
ethnic politics should not decide location. 
Location must be decided by strict economic 
criteria. He concludes: A misguided attempt to 
achieve a balance in the geographical location of 
industries should not prolong ad infinitum the 
Steel project: Page....... 45

matrimonial homes in search of sexual gratifica­
tion.

Miss Febiso/a Akintelure a College Tutor 
investigates the above cases and reports that the 
root of these dissatisfactions have sexual origins 
and a great majority of married couples do not 
still know enough about sex'

She points out that an exciting sex life adds 
to the happiness of a marriage and makes such a 
marriage more successful If this is lacking, it 
results in nervous tension which as Sigmund 
Freud, warned leads to neurosis, an extreme 
form of which is psychosis Page...... 27

POLITICS: THE WAR FOR ECONOMIC 
JUSTICE IN NIGERIA:

The Nigerian masses have been used to 
poverty in the midst of affluence and the oil 
boom.

But recently "what surprises the poor 
masses is why at this stage in the career of the 
military regime, some Nigerians whose creden­
tials entitle them to the club of super-tycoons 
have taken-it upon themselves to advocate a 
fairer economic deal for the Nigerian poor".

Olu Akaraogun dismisses all the wolf cry on 
indigenisation and the rich-poor gap conflict 
and asserts "Wealthy representatives of the 
professional-merchant class should stop para­
ding themselves as the spokesmen of the poor. 
They are not speaking for the masses.

"When the time comes, those who are direc­
tly affected will speak up or do something about 
their poverty.

"if the governments have made up their 
minds NOT to buy-up alien shares on behalf of 
the people, then nobody should harass the few 
Nigerians who have the money to play the stock 
exchange game.

"They are only playing a game in which our 
government has agreed to play the role of an 
umpire". Page...... 15a. a
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•PACE SETTERS: Dayo Abatan launches 
"Talking About 76"; Miss Patricia Oluwole 
gets MBE and Victoria Okoh returns from 
tour of Europe.

•CRITIC OF BLUES KING-B.B. King 
Concert in Nigeria.

•READERS'COMMENTS: Page 
(Reactions to Godfatherism and 
Delibe's Dilemma).

I

INTERVIEW: GENTLEMAN MBU:
Recently Mr. Mathew Mbu, Politician, Di 

mat. Solicitor, gentleman made history w« 
he became the first blackman to produce 
child that became the first black boy to t 
member of the controversial Eton College 
verning Council, the Pop, and Head boy 
Carter House, which gives him wide power: 
discipline and punish the students, 99.9% i- 
are white boys.

In this interview Mr. Mbu discusses Eton e 
his motivations in sending his son John there

Speaking on 1976 and his role in Bia 
Gentleman Mbu said "we have been promi= 
a constituent assembly and what the constr 
tion of Nigeria will be nobody knows. The: 
fore, I cannot play a game I do not understai 
the rules. My future plan is to continue a= 
solicitor and retire as a farmer. If Nigeria 
to avoid turning the country into a laboratca 
of political experiment and noxious tests, w 
must all refrain from the absolute delight 
picking labels because of our obsession f 
change.

"I don't believe that any group of peopi 
are specially qualified to rule.

"What Nigeria needs is a content of leade 
ship, responsive and accountable".

On the Nigerian crisis: he said "But for sorr 
of us at the ad-hoc constitutional conferenc 
in 1966, there could have been seperate stats 
like ODUDUWA STATE in the West and th 
REPUBLIC OF THE NORTH".

Comparing civilian and military leadershT 
he said: I cannot defend our record but as 
politician if you are responsible for a ministr 
woe betide you if you endorse everything tha 
goes through your hands. This is because yoi 
are answerable to Parliament.

"But the same cannot be said of the military 
The military by itself decide every action ant 
account to themselves”. Page....... 52

ALI READY TO REGAIN WORLD 
CHAMPIONSHIP?:

Mohammed AH fulfilled his promise to pui 
Joe Frazier’s light out as part of his contribution 
to the energy crisis when he outscored Frazier 
in the second»super fight of the century at the 
Madison Square Garden New York last January

If AH had lost in the historic collision it 
could have been the prospect of a dignified 
retirement.

Rex Bellamy London Times Sports Analyst 
says: although AH won the fight, "AH has not 
provided conclusive proof that he is a better 
man than Frazier, a fighter Foreman knocked 
down six times and put away in two rounds".

But Ali thought super fight II was a better 
fight.

Now, he hopes to meet George Foreman for 
the world championship bout early next year.

From various files and reports from our 
Correspondents we present an in-depth review 
of the fight of the century. Page.......22

ALSO IN THIS ISSUE:
•PAN AFRICANISM:
Some Recent Development: Page.
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educated people are working twenty four

iota of truth

Of-course, she did not go
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REACTIONS TO OUR ARTICLE 
ON GODFATHERISM:

When we say "Godfather" we refer 
mainly to the Senior Service set of people. 
A right thinking fellow should by all 
means secure a better home for his wife. 
Some good-for-nothing Godfathers tend 
to satisfy their so-called mistresses out­
side the matrimonial home. Since God- 
fatherism/Sugar-daddy has come to stay, 
what can we do? Some top people will 
prefer keeping flats for girls outside their 
homes to going to call-girls in the brothel 
But are they not prostitutes too?

Poor P.A. Gentle, 
Port-Harcourt.

any sermon from the amount on wha’ 
duty I owe my child.

It might help to dispel some cynicism

PAT. OLISA OKWUCHUKWU 
Box 527, PORT-HARCOURT.

OBRANCE VALLEY 
Ministry of Works, 
ILORIN.

THIS COUNTRY IS BAD:
Please give this a space in your NEW­

BREED Magazine.
It can be seen from the general point 

of view that the Military take over in this 
country has not done much good for the 
common man rather, it appears to be 
maintaining the status qou. That is, the 
rich gets richer, the poor gets poorer. The

YOUR EFFORT IS COMMENDABLE:
I read an article on godfatherism in 

your September issue, which has given the 
clear idea of what is going on in all parts 
of our society.

I highly commend your effort and your 
willingness to remove the stain from the 
eyes of the dog and show the stain back 
to the dog! The practitioners of god­
fatherism by now I think would have seen 
themselves in that mirror.

Godfatherism has been used to rob 
many of their rights, with it they victi­
mise people who have not got godfathers.

I thank the NEWBREED for bringing 
out the evils in our society. What interes­
ted me most is the category of the practi­
tioners that was mentioned. It's very true. 
They are the sources of shame in Nigeria 
today.

Please try more, yours is number one 
in the globe and it is very educative. 
Every reasonable Nigerian must praise 
your effort. But if the self-centred people 
yield not, their days are numbered.

F. O. Johnson, LAGOS.

DI LI BE'S Di IMA RE-ECHOES:
WHAT MR. THEWIMBU, FATHER
OF JOHN f-.'i-

In the Sc’j
ED, your
Akaraogur,
at page 45

"There
Nigerian
Eton. He
found to '

big changes in both our social and econo-

It is too appalling to see some boys 
with West African School Certificate doing and marking

Perhaps she will be back to teach again 
hours daily while those less educated have that KANO is in East Central State. That's 
secured easy jobs through their godfathers, the phenomenon of our society!!!.

Oh God! our country is bad, I wonder 
if it will ever become good again!!. I 
remember a man telling his friend how 
they went for an interview where most of 
them passed but ask me what happened 
next, a group of different people who 
never attended the interview was emplo­
yed to work, what about that?

The fact is that their Godfathers brou­
ght them appointment papers in their 
houses. This type of tragedy takes place 
even in Government Ministries. These 

days you don't hope to get a job if you,, 
try to go to a State Employment Bureau 
and they find out that you originate from 
another state. Believe you me they are, 
surely going to drive you away.

I had a friend who bribed his way into 
one of the big firms with sixty Naira. He 
rejected my advice of giving the corrupt 
Personnel Office marked notes on the, 
grounds that a Senior Police Officer had 
earlier paid Seventy Naira to get his bro­
ther a job of N35 a month. In fact this 
country is becoming the devil's workshop. 
Take your child in the evening with a 
bottle of whisky or its equivalent to a 
principal's house and you make a quick 
admission for him. Take a sum of money 
with you to the examination body, all you 
have to do is look for an agent of a 'Big 
Brother' working there and you obtain a 
certificate over night.

Oh Godfatherism is ruining our country.

JAYS:
•;er edition of NEWBRE- 
:'outing Editor Mr. Ok 
the following statement 

1 paragraphs 2 and 3: 
.;:e famous case of a 
was supposed to be at 
not there, but was later 
jrking in the kitchen of 

a London =:. uirant.
To persuad? aim to go back to school, 
his father >:.-<• him a flat in London 
and a sports car. Such a child will give 
ordinary Nigerian parents hypertension. 
And in any case, the question is: 
What is wrong with Nigerian education?" 
I assume that Mr. Akaraogun was 

referring to the case of my son John Mbu 
who, following a minor misunderstanding 
with his Nigerian guardian and my child­
hood friend, left College for a few days 
without the permission of the school 
authorities. I will concede to Mr. Akara­
ogun the right to air his views on Dilibe 
Onyeama's dilemma. Unfortunately, Mr. 
Akaraogun allowed his rather lucid article 
on Dilibe to be marred by sheer extrava­
gance of language and unpardonable in­
accuracy when dealing with the part that 
I was supposed to have played in persua­
ding John to return to Eton. John had no 
misunderstanding with the school autho­
rities and did not need any persuasion to 
return to school.

There is therefore no

mich lives had not fully met our aspirations, her into one of our Advanced Teachers' 
It is too appalling to see some boys Colleges. And with the Godfathers'setting responsible upbringing. I candowithoul 

with West African School Certificate doing and marking her papers, she will cer- 
the work of motor park touts with others tainly come out with the Grade I Certi- 
as mere dock workers. Some highly ficate.

in the next term, she would be demoted thought of indulging
... . or exPeHed. Of-course, she did not go cx tii 

military regime we thought would bring back to the school to improve on her past article even if such luxuries were gift­
big changes in both our social and econo- performance. Instead, a Godfather pushed

ffiOffiBfflOfl READER'S COMMENT

GODFATHERISM!
Your article on Godfatherism (Sept.- whatsoever in Mr. Akaraogun's statement 

issue) gives a vivid picture of life in our that I gave John a flat in London and a 
present day society. Merit or progress is sports car.
no longer achieved through distinctive
performance. I know of a girl in Class III

Like any responsible father, the duty 
 I owe my son is parental care. This 

whose very poor performance in class obligation which parents owetheirchildrem 
work and exam prompted her Principal to js not synonymous with indulging a child 
comment in her report card that—if she in luxury. John's case is not an exception, 
failed to make a remarkable improvement As a father, I will drown at the ver* 

a..j my son in luxuries 
of the type described in Mr. Akaraogun's 
artiola ZX _____u ■ ____ -Zl+e

from a good Samaritan. Every parent 
owes his child a sacred duty of care anc



M. T. Mbu, Lagos.

that Mr. Onyeama claims to have taker 
place have never happened to me in any 
form.

Mr. Dilibe Onyeama (Niger at Eton) 
sporting achievement. I have not noticed 
any crowd pulling tendency because of 
my colour, much as I like spectators. I 
think 1 would agree with Mr. Onyeama's 
admirers that Africans are, in general, 
better at games. I don't consider this a 
misconception that, Africans in general 
have a much finer physique than the ave­
rage English man and so naturally are 
slightly better at games.

Mr. Onyeama discusses his own conspi­
cuousness in the street. Tourists, I have 
found, do photograph me perhaps more 
than other boys, but I have never been 
accosted on racial grounds and I'm afraid 
I don't feel the same pride as Mr. Onyeama 
in walking down the street in School 
uniform.

Generally, in my experiences at Eton, 
I find that the unfortunate occurences

about Dilibe's experience at Eton if you 
would be kind enough to publish the 
enclosed copy of the letter published in 
Eton College Chronicle of May 1972 by 
John. John wrote in the school chronicle 
to give his own views about life at Eton 
and his experience generally about schoo­
ling in England.

Mr. Akaraogun may be right in advo­
cating a total ban on youngsters going 
abroad for their education. It is my 
contention that many will beg to differ 
hom his views.

Nehru the nationalist and renowned 
s tesman did not become less Indian in 
r lx-1 e simply because his father sent him

Harrow and Cambridge at an early age. 
■ilibe Onyeama's dilemma in many res- 
cts might be unique.

WHAT JOHN MBU, A NIGERIAN 
STUDENT AT ETON SAYS:
Da' r Sir,

In response to the publication of Mr. 
Onyeama's book 'Nigger at Eton', I would 
like to raise a few points. I have experi­
enced a similar upbringing to his. I was 
born in England, but went to primary 
school in Nigeria, as Mr. Onyeama did, 
and then went to a preparatory school in 
England. He talks at some length about 
his experiences at his primary school, and 
of the sensitivity of the Nigerian as a 
person. I would agree with him that the 
Nigerian is aroused and disturbed by 
verbal insults much more than the English­
man, and that violence is used a great deal 
more in that country. But my experiences 
were a little different at my primary scho­
ol. There are much tougher places than 
the English equivalent, but the cruelties 
to which Mr. Onyeama refers never took 
place in my life.

I came to England, as I have said, for 
my preparatory school education and I 
went to a somewhat larger school than 
Mr. Onyeama's, where there was an em­
phasis on accepting a multi racial intake. 
I never had any difficulties or perceived 
any racial prejudice for or against me.

On coming to Eton, I never suffered 
or even considered the worries that Mr. 
Onyeama seems to have had. I was 
immediately accepted, and treated no 
differently by all my contemporaries, and 
found myself fairly popular, so it seemed. 
Two boys disliked me for the first half, 
but this was because they felt I was 
conceited and bumptious, and not for 
any racial reason. My friends told them to 
stop behaving so ridiculously, and I am

the greatest of friends with these two 
now. I have never suffered any racial 
insult from boys at the School, even 
from those who dislike me. Again, I 
have never noticed any conspicuous- 
avoidance by anybody which Mr. Onye­
ama seems to have experienced.

When I arrived at the School, the 
masters did show a certain amount of 
friendly interest, but I consider this to be 
because of my own character rather than 
any so-called colour prejudice. They 
certainly never showed me the favours of 
letting me off rips or not punishing me in 
the same way as the other boys. Perhaps 
it was Mr. Onyeama's lack of brightness 
that caused allowances to be made. As 
for the misconception that Africans are 
not as clever as whites, I have had 
absolutely no reason to suspect this and 
it has never even entered my mind. I 
have never experienced any instances of 
unfair treatment by masters, boys, staff 
or anybody.

Mr. Onyeama shows himself to be 
rather an exhibitionist in the realms of his

JOHN MBU, 
Eton, College, London.

DILIBE ONYEAMA—EXAMPLE 
OF FELA'S SHEN-SHEMA:

I need not spin the usual yarn of 
telling you how ardent or keen I am on 
your up-to-date magazine. I bet there'll, 
never be another like yours for years.

I read with great interest your Sept. 
'73 issue which was very rich in content. 
The Dilibe's dilemma by Olu Akaraogun 
really attracted my attention. It was 
good and thought provoking.

I had earlier read about Dilibe in one 
of our local weeklies, sometime earlier 
last year. In that article, the writer seemed 
to be cajoling, or envying Dilibe. He 
didn't go as far as to condemn Dilibe for 
his bad impression of the black race. 
Rather, he seemed to have supported 
Dilibe. I made my feelings known to the 
editor that I didn't support his views, 
hoping that it would be published, but it 
was not. In the former, I wrote that to 
me, Dilibe is an example of Fela's SHEN 
SHEMA: BLACK MAN WHEY HE DEY 
DO LIKE WHITEMAN EVERYDAY.

How can he feel like that for his fellow 
blacksand still qondemn the way he was 
treated at Eton? But Mr. Olu Akaraogun 
enlightened me better when he wrote in 
the NEWBREED version that "what pro­
bably galled them was the sickening false­
hood of a black man trying desperately to 
become a white man". No doubt Dilibe 
has really been brain washed and this fact 
does not sink to him. He deserves no 
mercy as there are others who had gone 
through the same process and still didn't 
loose their head.

As for his description of African girls, 
I think he's got an eye-defect, for he 
couldn't have failed to see real black 
chicks flopping the streets of London or 
any other country in Europe. I think the 
fact is that he is too tied to the whitey's 
apron that he is incapable of realising that 
a 'black is beautiful'.

One must congratulate Olu Akaraogun I 
for his commendable article and must I 
praise the magazine for past good articles I 
articles. j

I also wish that the magazine should |{ 
portray classical beauties as of past. The 11 
only snag is its lateness but I think it has If 
nearly bridged the gap.

One can say confidently that NEW- I 
SEED is really Africa's first auality— I 
magazine. For this, I say bravo for job I 
well done. ... _ j

Idris Tayo Takuro I 
KADUNA, N. C.S. I

NEWBREED FEBRUARY 1974 I I



I CHM WITH THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

DROUGHT 
ANDTHE 
SAMARITANS

On Monday November 12 1973 the Daily Times of Nigeria launched a dramatic "SOS" to "fellow 
country men" to donate money and food in aid of drought sufferers in parts of the Northern States.

About 24 hours later, a cheque for #10,000 was handed in. This ceremony was lavishly reported in 
the front page of the Daily Times of November 13,1973. What followed next was a flood of corporate 
cheques which were sent in as donations to the drought relief fund. The Daily Times/sorted each 
ceremony in which corporation chieftains handed in their cheques.

We saw the broad capitalist smiles of Boardmen as they stingily wrote out their che^-G. Anyway 
what is amusing about a national disaster to warrant the broad smiles that were beamed r • in our news­
paper. The presentation ceremony of "CHEQUES GIVERS" looked like a party for the v.e; red.

This disgraceful demonstration of stinginess became so noticeable that the New Nigerian 'ts provoked 
to run a front page editorial condemning several peanut donations in their issue of December 19,1973 
headlined-"A Duty to Do". Part of the editorial reads: "While individuals have on the whole been 
generous, the same cannot be, said about the commercial sector. The leading culprits have been oil 
companies and banks whose donations became yardsticks by which other firms decided theirs.

"One of the leading oil companies which is absolutely dripping with money gave a miserable 20,000 
Naira to the drought appeal fund. Another Bank with declared profit of #10 million contributed a 
measly 15,000 Naira. There seems to be going on a kind of silent dutch action as if to see who will 
contribute least. This is the disgraceful and unacceptable face of capitalism.

"We can only hope that more substantial allocations to state relief funds are being considered by the 
major companies and banks. In case they need reminding, this is an emergency; in other countries there 
would have been a slight levy on all commercial undertakings".

OUR MILLIONAIRES:
I took a very keen interest in keeping a record of individuals who donated. The names of our flam­

boyant super tycoons and leaders of thought were conspicuously missing.
Yet this group of people propagate the concept of self sacrifice and service to the nation.
This was a good case for our Nigerian millionaires and capitalists who preach "pragmatic socialism" 

to have donated privately without seeking the present wave of cheap publicity.
Another interesting fact is that while most of the big names that handed in company money, seem 

personally to have enjoyed the publicity, fame and philantrophy associated with charity, it has no 
bearing with their personal sacrifice. I mean, it was not their own money, yet they pretended that they 
were messiahs of charity.

My worry is that the general public may not see through the clever tricks interwoven in this public 
relations bungle.

When publicity -obsessed companies and tycoons gave their small contribution, one of my worst fears 
was that the donation could lead to claim for concessions from their income tax assessment as this could 
be classified under "Allowable donations".

Then came the shock announcement in the Press (December 28,1973 Daily Times) that:-
"Companies which contribute to the Federal Government approved drought relief funds will now be 

granted necessary income tax relief.
"Those that donated to other public funds established by the Federal or State Governments for the 

relief of drought or any other national disaster in any part of the country are also to enjoy tax relief.
"This follows the decision of the Federal Government to amend the Companies Income Tax Act of 

1961 to enable firms which contribute to such funds to be granted tax relief".
I do not think that this is a clever way by our government to arrest the drought or to generateincome/ 

food and to aid our drought victims.
NEWBREED FEBRUARY 1974
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Guider
■ a. C

Yes, there's certainly no mistaking the distinctive real 
beer taste you get with Guider Lager Beer. Right from 
the first sip to the last satisfying drop the Guider taste 
tells you everything is Right about Guider.
No wonder more and more people everywhere are 
saying 'It must be Guider the beer that tastes Right I'
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It must be GULDER 
THE BEER THAT 
TASTES RIGHT
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CHM WITH THE EDITOR- CHIEF I

Chairman Jose

DOGHT&
THE SAMARITANS

and early 
.id sundry 
..ially, the 
•o getgea-

governmentsince the drought. The 
us. The difference is that last 

The drifting s-i'. .f the Sahara 
major dailies late 
enough warning; 
times ahead. Me;
had ample opport 
elements.
some financial £.••/. ■ :ce to the 
happen? We le. with grief 
tion initially throu;: ;oreign based 
acted or made any major plan, 
initially.
their massive campaign, our Head 
himself on the spot the severity, 

Yet when other African coun- 
drought disaster, writes Haroun 
ria was so moved by the plight of 
missions to present the leaders of 
contributions. Among those who 
ry governors whose states nowsu- 

Nigeria is a poor country. Our 
one of the lowest in the world, 
powerful industrial nation in the 
can diplomacy.
Nigeria should no t dash ou t money 
lomacy when we are saddled with 
at her present stage of develop- 
looking. Charity should begin at 

Some people have also accused 
scheme to boost their image".
man Babatunde Jose said "It is 
humanitarian". There is no doubt 
the argument continues that an 
of Nigeria would have known better 
according to the biblical dogma, 
your right hand know what your 

"And when you fast do not put 
your forehead so that you may 
but your father who sees in secret

I have listened to argument that 
nors, it would influence others to

uuiaoiC'
There were some anonymous donors. These anonymous donors were just as helpful as those who 

gave their own donation with fanfare, regardless of the amount of donation given.
Those who are attracted to donate because of other donors and the glare of publicity given are not 

sincere charity givers.
They are only using this occasion to keep up with the rich Jones in our acquisitive society.
Again while people in the drought affected areas were suffering, some people in this very drought
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The idea of charity donation is an expression of concern and personal sacrifice. Now if government 
provides for a scheme for companies and tycoons to evade tax through donations into a publicity 
campaign for their companies, how can we know whether they are making corporate sacrifice or they 
are merely engaging in a publicity stunt.

I believe it is not too late for government to withdraw this tax concessions. The old rigid law which 
was amended by Decree No.10 of April 1,1971 is best for our country. (See box for comments by our 
Tax analyst in residence).

This brings us to the role of 
drought had always been with 
year's drought was rather severe, 
was spotlighted in most of the 
1973. Ifanythingitwas more than 
to gind their loins for difficult 
governments in the affected areas 
red for a crucial war with the

Governments have actually given 
affected areas, but when did it 
about the present drought situa- 
newspapers. Governments never 
They seem to have been indifferent

Not until the Daily Times began 
of State did not visit and see for 
and ravages of the drought, 
tries were reported affected by the 
Adamu of the Daily Times, "Nige- 
these countries that it dispatched 
these countries with its handsome Gen- Gowon 
led the missions were some milita- 
ffer terribly from the drought". 
per capita income is aboutN70,000 
Nigeria must stop acting like a rich, 
design of her international or Afri-

To put the message straight- 
on the plank of international dip- 
the crisis of poverty. Nigerian 
ment could afford to be inward 
home.
the Daily Times of "launching the

Rejecting this suggestion, Chair- 
entirely my idea and my aim was 
that his aim was humanitarian but 
organisation like the Daily Times 
that the right spirit of donation is- 
"when you offer a gift, let not 
left hand is doing, 
on sack cloth and ashes but annoint 
not appear to people to be fasting 
will know these and reward you", 
if lavish publicity is given to do- 
donate.



and baked that whatever amount of moisture that

i

f
?

By our Tax Analyst in residence (O.N.George) 

their treatment.
This somewhat rigid position was modifier 

when Decree No.10 of 1st April 1971 wa: 
promulgated. Under that decree certain type: 
of donations e.g. donations to certain educations 
institutions, donations to the Armed Force* 
Welfare Fund etc. were specifically allowed tc 
be deductible expenses subject to the conditior 
that the donor company must have eamec 
sufficient profit out of which the donation was 
in fact made. In any event, the allowable dona, 
tion cannot exceed an amount which is 10% ol 
the total taxable profit of the company for thai 
year before allowing for the deduction. Under 
the decree therefore a company showing tax Io 
sses cannot claim these donations as allowable 
expenses although another company showing 
profits may be able to claim identical expenses 
as allowable deductions for tax purposes.

This amendment may therefore be seen as a 
deliberate Government Policy to encourage 
companies to make generous contributions di­
rectly to socially worthwhile causes. Conse­
quently, the extension of the decree to the 
current contributions to the Drought Relief 
Fund is not altogether unexpected.

Department 
and commercial practira of l.®d account'n9 
to the bulk of these exrin^ t,me ,n re9ard 
disallow such items in ♦hf8/’888 and a,,ov* or 
tattoo#. , '"?me ,ax
and Subscriotinne** i ,e®aTd to "Donations

wahen,nt9heSUdonor9ift “ dCductibl'’‘Xd^ 

computed for .ncomeX^pur^5 « ££? 
standard for determining whether a company 
was able to claim such an amount as a deduaion 
in the tax arithmetic was not judged by the 
?hme°sUode°tl h d°Hia' °7COnomic benefit which 
mm 5 der,*ed or was likely to derive 
IS’M* bi,Ut wh?t,her ’be gilt had directly 

'b iud ° tbe profit earning capacity of the 
donor. Thus a gift to a hospital to subsidize its 
finances or to set up a Research Unit was not 
by itself allowable deduction, unless there was 
evidence that the particular hospital was often 
used by the workers of the donor company for

region were busy collecting t/lp- -
customs duty on a limousine. Th Ro,'s Ro

Haroun Adamu again was not wrnn^ f0 dlo*tT-!!!d did not even over paying H57'00° 
are still some sections of this conn, 9 Wflen he wrn, ridlcul°us our country is.

This section of the country * he drou9ht- Some of lbe reports on the df°U9
campaign. But drought is certainVJ91165 tbat thP h, .
"there is grinding poverty jn ev2Jtbe On,y nation®^ has been turned t0 a P0,itical and p0Ver? 
and hullabaloo being raised on th?a m of Nigeria"Ld,saster Nigeria has experienced. They continued, 
situation has had any parity elsewh.?ht issue onl ;??me of them argue that: "with all the publicity 
parallel—the war torn areas of Ea.? o‘n l',i9eria°eto ta??pted to wonder if this seemingly phenominal

In the case of the war affected S,a,es the B '' 'y~in ,ecent ,imes- At once °ne ' 
We heard about the kwashiokn’T thereknown'" d'“Star SOme yearS a9°' i
Pursuino the situation t chil,lren who nlo=.i 7 ex,reme scarcities of basic living essentials.

some of the most bitter and7ainfu}Vt’ereas ^rs or d/Att”'”'6 W°"d f°r aid *° C°pe W'‘h ^^‘I'dTno 
glorious thing for the cries of the ■ xper,ences anv __t9h? Situations are rather unhappy times y'e,d,n9

Thanks to the Daily Times fo^^ be baa"d °f human bein9s are exposed t0' * *' M * 

'h?^ however it looks as if the Daily Times who
despite the fact that some donors J?ks t0° the p.e°P,es cheques that they almost forgot to 
another angle to the donor's stamnJ? ^otiv^ted bv t£>k °f country for their generous donations

An expert opinion doesPerhaps too. there s 
or four months hence because "tho itbe.s.,tuation normal.*'* ls9UISGd as humanitarianism.
descends on the land will onlv fim ani!,s so caked S kini9 ^itb coming of the rains some three 
crops survival. °,y f,Ow at the surface 2 n baked tbat whatever amount of moisture that

It is a good thinj that both gover ' ea"n9 daap e"°U9h *° 'he req“ired

indie'countrv “S individua,shareshown c°ncer" an<!

he msTo sfm lar effnrt h, V desPBra,e circum stan' “?rn States, shortly after the civil war ended

"—7' °'
han<K{S rec'eMdmaSShn,edia and ,he ,arSe indus,rial and commar-

handled with similar exped.ency. m ine recen* drought in that every national disaster should be
Finally, it is our fervent hope that the mnnD

for Chairman Jose deserves the unstintedto tested peasants they are meant 
and initiative in a serious situation when ourgo^mm? ^,9erian5- He demonstrated sympathy, courage 
drought victims. It is his duty as well as that of hit n 3? seemed to he unaware of what to do about the

---- in tended dpsf65 drou9ht re,,ef committee to see to

| NOTES ON CHARI TA BL EDON ATI DNS l ~

The General Rule for determining whether 
any item of expenditure is deductible or not 
when one is computing the profit or loss of a

I company for the purposes of Income Tax is to 
be found under Sections 27 and 28 of the Com­
panies Income Tax Act. 1961 (C.l.T.A. 1961) 
Certain expenses are strictly forbidden as allow­
able deductions, e.g expenses incurred in acqui­
ring a capital asset ect. Others are allowable 
deductions if the Inland Revenue Department is 
generally of the opinion that.having regard to the 
generally accepted accounting principles and 
commercial practice in regard to the particular 

: ■. I expenses, they ought to be allowed as deduction
J also for Income Tax purposes. We may regard 

.. . ’b|S second category as "permissible" deduc-
i t,ons and they include a wide variety of expen- 

L. ses such as Repairs/Renewals, Bad Debts, Dona- 
I - tions to Charities, Subscriptions to certain 

. Associations or Clubs etc.
The "permissible" category of deductible 

expenses is not exhaustively defined anywhere 
in the Income Tax Laws.

Therefore, particular expenses may have to be 
negotiated with the Inland Revenue Department 
from time to time before they are passed for 
deduction in any particular situation. As man
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MISS VICTORIA OKOH:
Miss Victoria Okoh, Secretary to the Solicitor 

General of Lagos State, returned recently from 
a one-week whistling tour of Europe and the 
Middle-East which included venues like Athens, 
Cairo, Lebanon, Barbardos and Barbeque. She 
visited ancient ruins, usually identified with 
these places and her comment on the Restau­
rants and Hotels was "there are really first class 
hotels and restaurants but there are low grade 
ones as well".

Miss Okoh who left Nigeria for England in 
1958, attended St. Francis College Birmingham, 
and later attended St. Gordores College Ham- 
stead m London. She returned to Nigeria 
finally in 1971 and took up her present post 
which she described as "very interesting".

Commenting on men in general, she said 
"they are tike babies, one should try to overlook 
and ignore many things they do".

She thinks "A man should have a conscience 
nd not be self-centered. Among the things he 
ould possess are self-respect and a high taste 

quality".
Vicky, a combination of old and new is 

ite fashionable but she holds a restricted out- 
ok to music, she prefers classical instrumen­

ts.
Talking about the social life in Lagos she 

said "I don't really welcome the so called high 
society in Lagos, I don't think I can go into it 
at nil".

Her main interest include travelling and- 
cooking, she oves cooking both native and 
foreign dishes.

MRS. PATRICIA OLUWOLE:
Mrs. Patricia Oluwole, Personal Assistant to 

the Managing Director of the Barclays Bank who 
was recently awarded "Member of the most 
Excellent Order of the British Empire" is 
travelling to England shortly to receive the 
honour from Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II of 
England. The award will be presented to her 
at the Buckingham Palace, London.

Asked about what impact the M.B.E., an 
order associated with the old aristocratic Eng­
land, has on her, she said "the honour hasn't 
any effect on me personally, but I think it is 
just a recognition of my services to the Com­
monwealth".

She thinks one of her greatest achievements 
was working as Personal Assistant at the State 
House in Tanzania; "that was the first time the 
Tanzanian government employed a black at such 
a post, I feel this was a breakthrough, since it 
happened in 1962 right at the threshold of 
Tanzania's Independence"

Patricia, a West Indian who was born in 
Trinidad, came to Nigeria in 1965, Asked how 
she adapted herself to the Nigerian Society, she 
said, "Nigeria is like Trinidad. The people, 
food and weather are similar. Anywhere one 
goes, one has to adapt very quickly".

Patricia, who prefers "quiet elegance" in 
fashion, studied Secretaryship at Oxford Com­
mercial College in Trinidad and attended Hill­
croft College in Surrey, England to broaden her 
outlook generally.

She was married to the late Chief (Dr.) 
Taiwo Oluwole.She hasnoplan yet to re marry. 
When asked about her "ideal man" she said: 
"You can't put people in categories, when you

acceptable, you like him. I like people because 
of their qualities".

MR. DAYO ABATAN:
'Talking about *76" a pamphlet written by 

Mr. Dayo Abatan was launched at the University, 
of Lagos on January 11,1974.

Dayo said the pamphlet which discusses 
important issues in the 1976 dateline debate, 
"is my own humble contribution to the great 
debate which the Head of State called for at 
the Ahmadu Bellow University Zaria, that those- 
who have ideas which may be helpfully given to 
the public might do so".

He thinks he inherited political inclination 
from his father, a former Action Group Coun­
cillor at Abeokuta. "I am not an heir to political 
history. Although I inherited this inclination 
from my father, I developed political ideologies 
of my own" he said.

Mr. Abatan, a Political Scientist, former 
Student Leader and activist, holds the opinion 
that youth participation in moulding the future 
of this country is negligible. “Youths have dedi­

cated most of their time to critisizing the old 
political regime, when a member of the old 
regime talks, they will be the first to critisize. 
This is a negative contribution, I hope this is 
going to be the beginning of positive contri­
bution".

Talking about the participation of old poli­
tical leaders in the new government, he said 
"there should be no ban on old political leaders 
in running for the election, but they should not 
be allowed to resuscitate under their old politi­
cal groups or structure".

About his probability of going into politics 
Dayo, currently a dealer in textiles and home 
delivery cars said, "that is not yet on my diary, 
it depends on the climate, I wouldn't go into 
politics under the climate threaded with milli- 
tary men".

.............. ........................................
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with the same care to take the heat off you . . . fast.
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* Flexible Air Flow Controls
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, the war. for economic 
justice in nigeria

By Olu Akaraogun.

The Chief "antagonists" in this debate 
are Aihaji Femi Okunnu, who is Federal 
Commissioner for Works and Housing and 
Chief Henry Fajemirokun who is a very 
successful businessman and the President 
of the Association of Nigerian Chambers 
of Commerce, Industries and Mines

Before going into the Federal Cabinet, 
Aihaji Femi Okunnu was a student activist 
in London; he was a member of the fam­
ous Committee of Ten and a practising 
barrister in Lagos. I don't know if Aihaji 
Okunnu claims to be a committed socia­
list, but before joining the federal cabinet 
the impression got around that he was 
one of a group of young intellectuals who 
had a radical approach to the country's 
problems.

Chief Fajemirokun has always been a 
businessman, except for the brief period 
when he flirted with trade unionism when 
he was a civil servant in the Ministry of 
Communications way back in the 1950's.

Aihaji Okunnu, sometime ago delivered 
an address to the Association of Adverti­
sing Practitioners in Nigeria wherein he 
expressed fears about the way the indige- 
nisation decree is being implemented.

The substance of his message was that 
if care was not taken, when aliens move 
out of certain areas of business (those 
listed in schedules 1 and 2 of the Nigerian

I quote some of them:
"A distributive equity is therefore, an 

important cornerstone in the set of na­
tional objectives for the government's 
programme of reconstruction and social 
reform".

In another passage, Aihaji Okunnu said:
"It should be clearly understood that 

this government is not a rich man's govern­
ment; it is a government of all the people. 
It aims at making Nigeria a just and egali­
tarian society and a land of bright and 
full opportunities for all citizens, not a

Major Gen. Hassan

Enterprises Promotion decree) their place 
will be taken by a handful of fabulously 
rich Nigerians to the exclusion of millions 
of ordinary Nigerians.

In other words, at the end of the day, 
we will find that the practical effect of the 
indigenisation decree is to create a new 
class of Nigerian millionaires-just a hand­
ful of them.

Accordingto Aihaji Okunnu this was not 
the intention of the Federal Government 
which passed the indigenisation decree.

There are other soul-stirring passages in 
Aihaji Okunnu'sfamousarticle published in 
the Sunday Times issue of December 2, 
1973 in which he continued his debate on 
the rich-poor conflict.

If the utterances of certain members of 
the Nigerian plutocratic elite are to be 
believed, there may be a change for the 
better, in the indeterminate future, for 
tr.? poor and dispossessed Nigerian masses.

Suddenly, a number of eminent and 
•Ithy Nigerians have taken it upon 

f. mselves to advocate for an improve- 
r. :.t in the economic status of ordinary 
J« -erians. The conflict between the rich 
c.. d the poor classes is neither new nor 
peculiar to our country.

Many thoughtful Nigerians, since inde­
pendence, havj warned that unless we 
narrow the economic gap between the rich 
and the poor, we should get ready for a 
grim and ruthless class warfare.

All through the first republic, the busi- 
nessmen-politicians who bartered and tra­
ded in our parliaments pretended that the 
problem did not exist.

What is surprising to the poor masses 
is why at this stage in the career of the 
military regime, some Nigerians whose 
credentials entitle them to the dub of 
super-tycoons have taken it upon them­
selves to advocate a fairer economic deal 
for the Nigerian poor.

Not that the rich are unanimous in 
what should be done to better the econo­
mic status of 99 per cent of Nigerians who 
live in abject poverty.

As soon as Chief Obafemi Awolowo 
made his famous speech at Ife University 
complaining about the widening gap bet­
ween the rich and poor classes in Nigeria, 
a heavyweight member of the ruling class, 
Major-General Usman Katsina declared, 
apparently in earnest, that there was no 
gap between the rich and the poor in our 
country.

As far as the General was concerned, 
the social classes in Nigeria have always 
enjoyed economic equality.

The poor masses had hardly recovered 
from the shock of the Awolowo-Katsina 
exchanges when some members of the 
Nigerian elite started on the pages of news­
papers, a verbal warfare on the danger of 
the rich-poor conflict.

This controversy was sparked off by 
the implementation of the Nigerian Enter­
prises Promotion decree which is to come 
into effect in April 1974.
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shady.
All through the first republic, politics

the rich and poor classes in Nigeria.
In fairness, it must be said that given
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poor.
Jesus Christ, the bible tells us, approved

...........MEMBERS OF THE 
NIGERIAN ELITE WITH AN 
EYE TO 1976 AND AFTER 
SHOULD STOP PLAYING GAMES 
WITH THE GRINDING POVERTY 
OF THE MASSES..........
ARE WE GOING TO FIND 
OUT WHAT THE POOR MASSES 
ARE THINKING OR ARE WE 
WAITING FORTHAT TIME 
WHEN THEY WILL FORCE 
US TO LISTEN?

NFNBREED POLITICS
TOE WAR FOR ECONOMIC 

JUSTICE IN NIGERIA
all of this before without any change for 
the better in their lot.

When the British colonialists left and 
Nigerian ministers took their place, the 
poor had hoped their own brothers would 
look after their welfare. What really 
happened?

Ministers and sundry politicians perio­
dically descended on the rural areas at 
election times. They promised heaven on 
earth provided they were voted into po­
wer. A fter the elections, they all disappe­
ared into Lagos and the former regional 
capitals where they immediately engaged

Finally, Alhaji Okunnu asserted.
"It is the duty of government to pre­

vent a class war now or in the near future".
For his part, in an address to some indi­

genous businessmen. Chief Fajemirokun 
declared:

"The Commissioner's (Okunnu) argu­
ment that a limit should be set to the 
number of the sale of equity capital of all 
the businesses in Schedule Two (curiously, 
he did not mention the value of shares 
which a Nigerian citizen can buy) is tanta­
mount to advocating that it was better 
teat the decree failed, than to allow 

Nigerian citizens-or associations" with
• e required resources to purchase those 

ares. This is more of an anti-thesis to 
iriotism".
In other words, since there is no pres- 

iibed upper limit to the wealth a Nige­
rian citizen can acquire, every citizen 
should be free to buy as many company 
shares and businesses which his financial 
resources allow.

To push the matter to its logical extre­
me (although Chief Fajemirokun did not 
say so) it is perfectly alright if one or two 
Nigerians bought all the alien businesses- 
they are perfectly within their legal rights.

This was how the battle line was drawn 
before other Nigerians waded into the 
newspaper controversy about the conflict 
of the rich and poor Nigerians.

Now, what are the masses of poor Nige­
rians who are directly affected to make of 
this debate among members of the plu­
tocratic elite?

The first thing to note is that the poor 
masses are baffled, disillusioned and dis­
enchanted. They are tired of being used 
as convenient ladders by demagogues and 
self-appointed advocates who whip up the 
social question in their aspiration to join 
the charmed circle of the rich elite.

There is a feeling that they have heard

like trying to cross our bridge before w 
reach it, if at this stage we fritter away al 
our energy on discussing the fabulou 
wealth of a few Nigerian super-tycoons.

Mr. Kanmi Isola-Osobu, contributin; 
nade the point that even i 

the indigenisation decree were effectively 
imolemented, the share of Nigerians in the 
private sector of the economy will still be 
minuscule

That is due to the peculiar nature of 
our country's economy which at this stage 

is neither capitalist, nor socialist but is in­
fact neo colonialist. All the golden eggs 
of the private sector are in the hands of 
the expatriate firms in those areas of busi­
nesses which are not touched by the indi­
genisation decree.

In all fairness, the present military re­
gime has taken some measures which if 
pushed further can eliminate the neo-colo- 
nial features of the Nigerian economy in 
future.

But for the present, the primary contra­
diction is between the few expatriate firms 
which dominate our economy on the one 
hand and all Nigerians including Awolowo, 
Katsina, Ademola Thomas, FemiOkunnu; 
their drivers and stewards; the farmers in 
the rural areas, market women, Nigerian 
labourers and the unemployed who roam 
the streets of Lagos and other state capi­
tals. on the other hand.

Why should anybody crucify Chief 
Fajemirokun and other successful Nigerian 
businessmen when with all their reputed 
wealth, the scope of their business activi­
ties related to the economy is tiny-and

t - -W -----.W.. — wv...,r...VW vrvw* W.W

ointment They thought she should have certain expatriate companies which have 
sold it and used the proceeds to help the come to assume the status of economic 

sacred cows?
For the very good reason that it is 

of the action of the woman, saying that unwise to fight simultaneously on two 
he sh ould not be denied a little luxury 1 think it is better if we indigenise 
since the poor are always around and any- the important sector of our economy 
body who wished to help them could do completely and successfully, 
so, if and when he liked. Thereafter, we shall have enough time

So, if the wealthy few in Nigeria stop- and energy to resolve the conflict between 
ped worrying their heads unduly about 
the condition of the poor majority, they

And the poor are still where they were 
before the British left.

The masses have a short memory, it is 
true, but not where the matter at hand 
concerns their very livelihood.

So, in this day and age, the credentials to the debate, made the point that even 
and bona fides of whoever sets himslef up 
as the champion of the masses are very 
much in question.

It is plain commonsense; members of 
the educated and rich elite can never be 
sincere advocates for economic justice in 
any society, let alone in Nigeria.

The emancipation of the Nigerian mas­
ses from economic serfdom has to be the 
act of the masses, not that of wealthy 
"sympathisers" who in reality do not want 
genuine economic justice, but only wish 
to pass more crumbs to the masses from 
the overstuffed table of the rich.

I think we should not attach undue 
importance to the rich-poor debate in 
which Chief Awolowo, General Katsina, 
Chief Fajemirokun, Alhaji F. Okunnu and 
Mr. Ademola Thomas have featured pro­
minently.

It does not become a significant issue 
until it is raised and debated by members 
of the poor masses who daily wear the 
shoes of grinding poverty and know where 
they pinch.

At this stage I should like to remind 
the Nigerian elite of the attitude adopted 
by Jesus Christ towards the poor.

The Christian bible relates that when 
an admiring woman poured a jar of costly 
ointment on Jesus' feet, some of those 
around rebuked her for wasting the costly insignificant compared with the share of

(the wealthy few) will be in the go 
company of Jesus Christ!

It is a pity that the questions of glari 
inequalities and economic justice in Nic 
ria have been lumped with the impleme 
tation of the indigenisation decree, 
think they are two different things entire 
and should be quickly separated.

The scope of the indigenisation decn 
is a very narrow one dealing with a ti 

segment of the private sector of our eo 
nomy.

The question of economic justice be 
................. f ween the different social classes is al 

in all kinds of business, both straight and embracing and goes to the root of all ol 
politics and economic arrangements.

Given the economic philosophy of ou 
became synonymous with big business, governments since independence, it look



E

our kind of people

lay ahead. She's already used her cheque book to pay

Barolayn Bank of Nigeria Limited
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BARCLAYS 
NIGERIA

; -3

for all the new things the new arrival will need, 
like nappies, feeding bottles, baby clothes 

and of course a cot.
A current account at Barclays could help you, 

too, in lots of ways you've probably never 
even thought of. Drop in and talk 
things over with us some time. 
You'll meet your kind of people there.

The first pregnancy! Perhaps the most exciting time in a 
woman's life. But also a time for doubts...about the 

baby's arrival, about being a good mother...
and for many, doubts about money that can Get 

be so upsetting at this of all times.
But no worries for this clever 

mother-to-be. She's been making regular With
deposits into her current account------ ■«■■■■

building it up for the special expenses that
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social and economic forces are surely brin- blems in Nigeria
qinq them hnmn Ul/hat I d..» _ _ ■___

Dr. H. Fajemirok
Alnajl Okunnu
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of socialism-that v.z: 
invented various brands

rapid economic development. That is wh\ 
Nigerians cannot escape the duty of defi­
ning what kind of society they want to set 
up; the relations of the social classes; and 
the issue of economic justice between the 
various classes.

This problem will crop up again and 
will have to be tackled one way or the 
other even in a society where they have 
never heard of people like Karl Marx, 
Chairman Mao, Ho Chin Minh or Che 
Guevera.

As it is, the problem has arisen in an

The poor farmers asked Adamu to tell 
the authorities that all they wanted was 
food and that very quickly too. So, there 
we have it.

A few members of the elite were split­
ting hairs over how much shares poor 
Nigerians should buy, whereas all these 
poor peasants were worried about was' 
where the next meal would come from, 
both for them and members of their 
families.

This dramatises the fact that those who 
set themselves up as the champions of the 
masses hardly appreciate the real problems 
facing these poor Nigerians in their villages 
from Sokoto to Calabar.

As far as these poor Nigerians are 
concerned, this indigenisation debate going 
on in Lagos is a phoney issue. This brings 
us to the significance of the rich versus 
poor debate.

I have always known that one day, the 
chickens will come home to roost. And

________________ M.v Juiciy k 
ging them home. What I mean is this.

All through the first republic, the 
politicians who were mainly bankers, mer­
chants, contractors, landlords and men in 

?--------------- r •-

African socialism, pragmatic socialis 
christiancommunism and capito-sociali 

Even when the banned Action Grc 
launched their own brand of democra 
socialism in 1960, the party split ir 
two leading to the fight in the chamber 
the former Western House of Assemt 
in May 1962 and the subsequent decla 
tion of a state of emergency in the forrr 
Western Region.

Perhaps the fear of the old-politia 
class about socialism was due in part 
the activities of a handful of benight* 
but dogmatic, bearded Nigerians who ke„ 
telling us that our salvation lay in tf 
adoption of the Russian, Chinese or Cuba 
variant of socialism.

Of course, these so-called Nigerian sc 
cialists should be swept to where the 
rightly be long-the dung heap of history 
I am the first to admit that the kind c 
socialism that worked in Russia and Chirr 
is not necessarily an answer to our pre 

_ iria.
But that is not a reason why we shouh 

sweep the social question under the carpe 
and blithely pretend that it does not exist 

------- -------- - QIIU IIien In Which is what we have done so far.
nppd h e^s,ons f6*1 ^at there was no The social question will definitely arise 
onaie Tk„.,?^.LSet °J $?c'.al and economic ,n any society which is set on the road tc 

for all economy which_____
...3 agents of international

□»W1ED POLITICS
the past economic policy statements and 
practices of our government, particularly 
during the first republic. Chief Fajemiro- 
kun's stand on the indigenisation decree 
is unassailable.

Nigerian businessmen have been told 
that they would be given maximum en­
couragement in their businesses. There is 
no government statement or law saying 
that there is a limit to the amount of 
wealth a Nigerian can amass.

It is not Chief Fajemirokun's fault that 
millions of ordinary Nigerians cannot find 
the money to buy alien businesses or to 
speculate on the stock exchange.

And even if such a law were passed 
with regard to the indigenisation decree,

would look like penalising the initiative 
I enterprise of a few Nigerian super- 
roons and that would be unfair.
The tragic paradox isthatAlhaji Okunnu 
a!i Nigerians who have warned about 
danger of class warfare arising from 

economic inequalities are also right.
< •//; re do vjb go from there?

i* tne options open to us were between 
h<.n- g over alien business to a few weal­
th/ ,; oerians and not indigenising at all, 
I have no hesitation in saying that the 
: 'i‘ Nigerians should have their way.

-ven if they are the only group (super 
>. oons) who can raise the necessary ca- 
pitjl from banks and other financial insti- 
tutions-so be it.

There is an unhealthy air of artificiality 
about a group of Nigerians who are educa­
ted, rich and priviledged, setting themsel­
ves up in the newspapers as the devils' 
advocate on behalf of the poor.

The truth is that the poor masses of 
this country are not wildly enthusiastic 
about speculating on the stock exchange. 
For most of them, all they want at this 
stage is to afford three square meals a day 
for their families, decent houses; a good 
education for their children and other

• basic needs.
Considering their present levels of in­

come and the current standard of living, 
having discharged their obligations to their 
families, the poor Nigerians are likely to 
have little left for investment in company 
shares.

The point was forcefully and painfully 
brought home to us in the Sunday Times

issue of December 2, 1973.
It was the issue in which Alhaji Okunnu 
wrote an article in reply to Chief Fajemi- 
rokun on the indigenisation debate.

Elsewhere in the same issue of the 
Sunday Times, the Editor, Malam Haroun S 
Adamu, wrote a piece reporting what he 
saw in the drought affected areas of the 
Norther States.

After talking to some farmers who had 
lost all their crops, Adamu was told by the 
farmers that not only do they have nothing 
to eat then, but for next year the prospect 
was bleak because they had no seedlings 
to plant a fresh crop.

goals. They were satisfied with our free- 
for-all economy which was dominated by 
the agents of international monopoly 
capital.

At a stage in the life of the first repu­
blic, to advocate socialism for Nigeria 
could open one to the charge of being a 
subversive element.

Later on, the politicians made a joke 
—t was when Nigerians 

of socialism-
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play tT

Mr. Alison Ayida

20

'U' is ihe duty of 
the government to 

prevent a class 
war now or in 

the near future...' 
ALHAJI F. OKUNU

what we know is that in Nigeria tod 
the rich - patting richer; white the pi 
are getting poorer.

Wealth.} o resen tatives of the pro!
sional-me:. ‘ '' —J
themset'. .■ 
Nigerian. 
masses.

When 
are direr: 
somethin';

Secor,"
(1963 C-

Nigerians 
or finane:: 
game of st

it class should stop paradi 
the spokesmen of pc 

'■■■:•/ are not speaking fort

THE WAR FOB ECONOMIC JUSTICE IN NIGERIA
acute form tor us in Nigeria and we have 
to find an indigenous solution ter it. If 
we can do it without reference to the 
experience of other societies, nobody will 
shed tears.

The important thing is that we should 
be dear in our minds the kind of society 
we want to create in Nigeria. We should 
be careful to define in what direction we 
want our society to develop.

That is the usefulness of some kind of 
ideology. If that sounds frightening to 
some members of the ruling class, then let 
us call it a set of national objectives. But 
these objectives should be clearly defined 
so that we can judge government measures 
and policies with reference to our agreed 
objectives.

I am aware that the 1970-74 Plan 
contains a set of national objectives which 
taken together the authors of the Plan (at 
least Mr. Allison Ayida) believe constitute 
an ideology without really calling it that. 
But it is not enough to spell out a set of 
national objectives and do nothing more.

Government measure should reflect 
their determination to be guided by these 
objectives. For example, Alhaji Okunnu 
says that the Federal Government wants 
Nigeria to become a just and egalitarian 
society. He also says further that it is the 
duty of the government to prevent a class 
war both now or in the near future. Fine. 
But in what decisive way has the govern­
ment managed the economy and our socie­
ty inorder to achieve a "just and egalita­
rian society"?

I do not want to anticipate the federal 
government's strategy and tactics on eco­
nomic and social policy. I only hope that 
they are fully aware of the implications of 
some of their measures.

Let us take for example, the sale of 
company shares on the stock exchange. 
To use that mechanism (of the stock ex­
change} for indigenisation is another way 
of institutionalising a kind of western 
capitalism.

China and Russia have no stock exchan­
ge; they have no shareholders. Yet nobo­
dy can say that these super-powers have 
not indigenised their economies which are 
genuinely self-reliant.

I am asking here whether we are giving 
sufficient thought to the various options 
open to us in the process of economic 
development, assuming we are serious 
about the national objective of a just and 
egalitarian society.

The Federal Government is now in 
partnership with a few expatriate oil 
companies and foreign banks. There is 
talk of the possibility of the federal govern­
ment going into partnership with a few 
foreign construction firms. So far, most 
of these foreign companies operating here 
are from Western Europe.
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Government participation in their en­
terprises gives them greater security here 
and what is more, it institutionalises their 
system of capitalism which they imported 
from their respective countries.

Some years ago, we were told that 
Nigerian cities should have gambling casi­
nos. The reason given was that foreign 
investors who are here would need to 
gamble in order to make their stay here 
pleasant. Lagos and some of the state 
capitals now have gambling casinos.

In addition, Lagos is full of all sorts of 
coin machines for gambling. Who are 
those who patronise these gambling hou­
ses? The rich Nigerian elite gamble on the 
casinos; while the poor-labourers, touts 
and the unemployed fritter away their 
hard earned Naira and Kobo on the coin 
machines. The hope is that through gam­
bling, they could acquire sudden wealth.

Nobody had told them that the only 
way to wealth which Nigerian will tolerate 
is hard and honest work. The United 
States, Britain, France and other West 
European countries each does a substantial 
trade with China and Russia.

None of these countries insisted that 
before they did any trade, gambling casi­
nos should be established in Moscow and 
Peking. If they did they know what ans­
wer to expect from the authorities of 
those countries.

The nucleus of a Directorate of national 
guidance has been established in the Ca­
binet Office in Lagos. We have been told 
that this may later be upgraded to become 
a Ministry of National guidance in future.

We can only hope that after agreeing 
on some kind of ideology or a set of 
national objectives, the ministry of natio­

nal guidance will see to it that these o 
tives are respected and adhered to by 
government and private citizens.

To recapitulate, I am saying that m 
bers of the Nigerian elite with an eyt 
1976 and after, should stop playing gar 
with the grinding poverty of the masse

After a!! the sanctionomious articles 
the elite about the poverty of the mas. 
what we ----------... *.‘w

If the governments have made up the 
mindsnot to buy up alien shares on belie 
of the people, then nobody should harz 
the few Nigerians who have the money! 
play the stock exchange game. If the 
become super-millionaires in the process 
it is good luck to them.

They are only playing a game in whic 
our government has agreed to play tT 

role of an umpire.
Finally, the conflict between the ric 

and poor classes in Nigeria has reared i 
ugly head; we have to make up our mint 
whether we shall resolve it courageous 
and satisfactorily or whether we shall I 
things drift and calmly wait for the on 
come.

The trouble is that the voice of ti- 
poor masses have not been heard = 
through this debate. Are we going - 
find out what the poor masses are thin 
ing or are we waiting for that time whe 
they will force us to listen?

.me comes, the masses wi 
acted will speak up or < 

.tt their poverty.
■ut of 60 million Nigeria 

figures) less than 100,0 
the education, inclinatic 
sources to engage in t 

s and shares.
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Can you tell a fine car when you see 

one? Datsun 14OJ is a fine car. But its 
fine looks are more than just a surface 

appearance. Fine engineering, tested 
technology and special designing 

throughout characterize 
this new Datsun.

Without exaggeration, this is the 
hottest cake in town. Reason is that, it 
is the latest and best car design around 

the town. If you do not believe, walk 
into the show-room and you 

will simply drive away the new 
friendly Datsun.

P M. B. 3154
16. Umaru Babura Kano

And daaleo 
throughout tbaeountry

DAVUfi wo 
DfiT/UfiMO 
DfilZUO I4OJ 

in town DilT/UnI4QJ
0 <114OJ

sold and serviced by INTRA MOTORS(NIGERIA) LIMITED 
Head Office. Branche*
16, Ijora Cauaaway. Apapa 78. Iiabu-Bye Pau
Tef. 47215,47217. 41219 Oka Ado. Ibadan



NIHm M SQiKH

■B'.'

NEWBREEB FEBRUARY 1974

I?

11

"I got hit a couple of good shots, but 
then I hit him pretty good, too. I thought 
it could go either way" he said of the 
decision.

"But I think I won".
Frazier felt that he was clearly the 

aggressor in the fight, but that Ali's hol­
ding tactics took away some of his 
momentum. "I fought the full 3 minutes 
for all 12 rounds" he said.

"He was holding throughout the fight, i 
I kept complaining to the refree and he 
kept warning him but nothing was really 
done about it".

Frazier spoke to Ali a couple of times 
during the fight. I told him there was 
nothing in his punches and that he wasn't 
hurting me" Frazier said.

Ali also spoke to Frazier during the 
collision. Said Ali: "I am gonna hit you 
and hold you, hit and hold".

The total gross takings of the fight was j 
not available at the time of going to Press 
but our financial analyst states: Three 
years ago, 20,455 clients paid $1,352,951 
at $150 tops, but that was for the heavy 
weight championship of the world.

Then, they were undefeated heavy

tea
WP 1 a
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Before the superfight II, the contest of 
the century (Ali Vs. Frazier), Ali promi­

sed that he was going to put Joe Frazier's 
(smoking Joe) light out as part of his 
contribution to the energy crisis.

Mohammed Ali fulfilled this promise 
when he outpointed Joe Frazier last 
January 28, at the Madison Square Garden, 
New York City, U.S.A. Ali won the fight 
by the unanimous decision of the three 
officials: Refree Tony Perez voted Ali the 
winner six rounds to five with one even; 
Judge Tony Castellano scored it 7-4-1; 
while Judge Jack Gordon had it 8-4 for Ali.

Rex Bellamy London Times Sports 
Analyst says: Although Ali won the fight, 
he has not provided conclusive proof that 
he is a better man than Frazier, a fighter 
FOREMAN knocked down six timesand 
put away in two rounds".

But Boxing is not a game in which if 
Boxer A is able to knockout Boxer B it 
necessarily follows that Boxer C who can 
defeat Boxer B but does not knock him 
out is necessarily inferior to Boxer A.

Circumstances such as physical form on 
a particular night or differences in tempe­
rament and style may preclude Boxer C, 
from knocking out Boxer B, even though

IAU DEFEATS FRAZIER IN
he is superior to Boxer B and A.

Mohammed is one of the greatest 
Black pugilists in the world today and he 
is a very great sports man, a courageous 
and intelligent individual. These attributes 
him as the greatest heavy weight champion 
of all times.

Mohammed Ali said after the fight that 
lined-up to its publicity build up and 
surpassed it: "This fight was one of the 
greatest event in the records of the earth. 
I think we should go again because we 

draw more people to an event than any­
body in the recorded history of records.

"I would give him all the chances he 
wants.

He's not like Foreman, who fights out 
the country once every two years.

He left himself open for a lot of right 
hands. But he's a much better fighter 
than I thought he was, he had me out on 
my feet twice. Any other fighter would 
have been finished. But I was skillful 
enough to get out of the way. I am a 
master boxer, a scientific fighter. Can 
you look at my face and tell me how it 
came out of a three million dollar fight?".

Frazier replied: "I thought it was very 
close.

l';k-

A

fe...a

■

'■ - 'HI



INTERNXIT10N4L SCENE!

Ali failed to prove that he was the greatest 
and that it was not as devastating and 
savage as they wanted, they agreed that 
the super fight II attracted one of the best 
and bizzare fashion scenes dominated by 
the blacks in New York. Even the Times 
of London report admits:
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weights in the prime of youths and strength 
with equally valid claims to the cham­
pionship of the world.

Nobody will know how much money 
until closed circuit television accounts are 
in, but it will be a marvel if the gross 
approaches the 20 million dollar produc

ft

tion of 1971.
In the first fight, Frazier knocked Ali 

down and punched his face out of shape. 
This time it was Joe's face that was begin­
ning to look like the west side highway 
when they finished.

Even though some newsmen felt that

.. . I' ■

i 
j ■-

■ - 
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FIGHT OF THE CENTURY
AH moves in to rock Frazier's head with a right in the eighth round.

I 1



"Why do you think I'm ignorant?", he
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Ali's use of "ignorant" to his face, and 
in front of an eventual national television 
audience, ignited Frazier's temper.

"At least the bout rose to the expecta­
tion of its vast public. There was a traffic 
jam in the drizzling rain on Broadway. 
Outside "The Garden" the milling masses 
were so predominantly black that the rest 
of us (whites) almost felt like intruders.

"Inside-beyond the kiosks offering 
"fruits" and "burgers" peanuts and pop­
corn—there was a fashion parade that 
borrowed something from Damon Runyon 
and a lot from Porgy and Bess; seldom 
has black been so manifestly beautiful— 
Both sexes wore their brightest plumage. 
The hats, fascinating amid a glitter of robes 
were often garishly bizzare, (when Frazier 
appeared; wearing voluminous shorts that 
made him look like an old-time footballer 
he seemed oddly out of place, like a figure 
from some remote but remembered era).

"It seems incidentally appropriate that, 
succeeding an illuminated advertisement 
for a natural "antique show" a group of 
former champions in bulging suits were 
introduced from the ring. It was good to 
see them on stage again.

The spectators included John and Caro­
line Kennedy, children of late President 
John Kennedy and Mrs. Jackie Kennedy 
now Mrs. Onasis; George Foreman who 
took the world title from Frazier, and 
Ken Norton who has broken even in two 
bouts with Ali. Norton will try to take 
Foreman's championship from him on 
March 26 and the winner will probably 
take a date with Ali.

Before the historic superfight, Michael 
Parkinson of Sunday Times London re­
ported: _____

"There is nothing like the atmosphere Frazier said.
"I went to the hospital for 10 minutes 

"Ali snapped, alluding to having had X
and tension that surrounded the first fight.
Which is no bad thing since that event was  _ 
the most pretentiously oversold product rays of his jaw that night. "You went for

a month.
"Be quiet" Frazier said. I was in and 

out.
Ali countered: "Why bring something 

like the hospital up. That shows how 
dumb you are."

The word "ignorant" angered Frazier, 
He got up quickly and shouted: "Who 
are you calling ignorant? Frazier growled

-- js, he is going to be in 
: < t's for sure".

I want" he added, 
ing through his reper- 
ool to sage. "He has 

.> he must fall on his 
st only just. He then 
ck cross-talk routine 
undini.

:ig to dance?
h? long";
ng to beat his head".

Now as Frazier glared, Ramanathan Ali 
moved to his brother's side. Frazier's 
head turned:

He gripped at Mohammed's brother 
"You in this too?" In a flash Ali stood 

up and grabbed Frazier's shoulders, pin­
ning his arms. They wrestled each other 
off the small carpeted platform on to the 
cement floor as several others tried to 
separate them. No punches were thrown.

After several seconds, they were pried 
apart. Their clothes were muffled but 

neither was marked.

the time. I am not ignorant".
Frazier's face flashing with anger, he 

threw his ear plugs to the floor and jum­
ped to his feet.

Throughout the i
as

years, Ali has often 
» "ignorant" and the

of our time. Some claimed it was a reli­
gious contest. Crescent (Ali) against cro­
ss (Frazier); others said it was a political 
fight with Mr. Okay (Frazier); taking on 
the draft dodger (Ali); while others of a 
more romantic frame of mind visualized 
it as a collision of apostles Poet (Ali) 
versus Peasant (Frazier).

Infact what happened was that two  t  
super-trained, splendidly fit, heavy weight |'m 'tired of you calling me lgnorant all 
prize-fighters did their best to inflict maxi- the time. I am not ignorant".
mum hurt on each other for the 15 rounds, 
and stuck to their task so well that they 
both ended in hospital".
JOINT BIRTHDAY PARTY:

Ali and Frazier two weeks to the fight described Frazier 
became 32 and 30 respectively. Both word, along with other”taunts about his 
agreed to honour a television invitation looks had pierced Frazier's pride.
to mark their birthday and tape the "wide 
world of sporting show". But the plot was 
for Ali and Frazier to view for the first audience, ignited Frazier's temper. He 
time together, the film of their S20 was standing over Ali now; his fists clen- 

million extravaganza known as super fight ched, glaring down.
I in anticipation and promotion of the r — •
super fight II at Madison Square Garden demanded "stand up, man".

PRE-FIGHT P? "!CAL:
A similar w: . words dominated the 

pre-fight mec. after Smoking Joe's: 
"When that be ■ 
front of me. ->: ■

"And that
Ali replied 

toire ranging ; 
too many lun 
rump", herhy. 
went into a 
with fellow jei

Ali. "Arews
Bundini: A.i ■’ 
Ali: Are w-;
Bundini: He -j.-ows that too".
Ali "I am going to do something un­

usual to dat man".
Bundini: "He had better believe it". I
If Ali, the only man in the planet who 

can make billion people hold their breath I 
had lost the clash, it could have spelt for | 
him the prospect of a dignified retirement. '

Ali trained extremely hard in the snow ; 
mountains of Appel chair, some thirty , 
five minutes plane ride out of New York 
City.

Ali has since the first collision with 
Frazier boxed 13 times. Since then he has 
lost one to Ken Norton on that famous 
night of the broken jaw as against only four
appearances by Frazier, one of which he 
lost to George Foreman, the current 
Heavy Weight Champion.

Foreman, an unknown underdog won 
the title from Frazier in an upset, sending 
Frazier to the canvas six times and stopp­
ing him in 1.35 minute of the second rou­
nd.

Both Ali and Frazier will get at least 
2.6 US dollar each for 36 minutes hard 
night's work.

It is hoped that Ali will now clash with 
Foreman for the world championship if j 
Foreman succeeds in keeping his title after 
his March 26 fight with Ken Norton.

But Ali told the world later, "I'm not 
looking for a title fight with Foreman. 
If the Foreman people want a shot, we 
will give them a shot".

INTERNATIONAL SCENE
ALI DEFEATS FRAZIER IN FIGHT OF last January 28.
THE CENTURY: Before the arrival of Frazier for the

television tapping Ali burst: "I want Joe 
Frazier!

I want Joe Frazier!
In Indonesia, all I heard was Joe Frazier 
In Cairo, Egypt, Joe Frazier!
I never wanted to whip a man so badly 

in my life.
When Frazier arrived and took a seat 

two chairs removed from Ali, somebody 
asked what he had brought for Ali?s 
birthday?

"happy birthday" he said to Ali, not 
warmly. That's all? That's all, on the 
28th, I'll give him another present, but 
that's all now. You 32?.

"That's right" Ali said "we're getting 
old, Joe".

How do you feel about Ali's claim that 
he really won the first fight?. Frazier was 
asked.

"He said that?". Joe said.
"It is just my opinion", Ali said.
"He is always dreaming, "Joe said".
You took a look at the films a few 

times.
"I have looked at it a hundred times" 

said Ali.
"Learn anything?".
"You took a terrible beat, Joe".
"For a guy that was down you talk a 

lot.
For nearly an hour as the two gladiators 

watched and mildly insulted each other, 
the atmosphere was tense but somewhat 
playful. Suddenly as they were watching 
the 10th round, the mood changed. Fra­
zier and his trainer were discussing how 
the right side of Ali's jaw had swollen.

'That's what he went to hospital for".
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BITTER LEMON 

the drink for veal lemon-lovers
NEWBREED FEBRUARY 1974



s

NEWBREED FEBRUARY 1974

a cream made to be used lavishly, 
all over your body, everyday. Open a jar 
of new Lotus and you'll find it's light 
and non-greasy; as white and fragrant 
as any of the costly face creams.
What's more, Lotus doesn't lighten, 
but freshens your complexion.

Lotus body cream 
— the face cream 
that’s made for 
your body!
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WHAT MARRIED 
COUPLES 

DONT 
KNOW 
ABOUT 

SEX
By Miss Febisola Akintelure.

Much has been written about sex and the role of sex in the lives of a couple that 
very little is now left to be desired. We all know that to love and to be loved is an 
essential aspect of human nature. Love making is not only one of the most natural 
of physical acts but it runs very close in the priority list of other functions like 
eating, drinking and sleeping. Hence it is one of the basic physiological needs of 
man according to its (psychologists). Unfortunately however, the majority of people 
who think they know much about sex are not aware that it is more than mere 
sexual release, or that it is the basis for a happy marriage between a man and a woman 
and that the absence of a satisfactory sexual relationship in the lives of a couple 
usually brings about disasterous results.

As important as sex is in the lives of human beings in general and a couple in 
particular, we still shirk from the idea of having an open discussion on the subject. 
Because of the Societal norms, a public discussion on sex is prohibited especially 
among the middle and upper social classes and among the old folks in primitive 
societies. Sex play is considered quite wrong outside marriage, and it is something 
linked with darkness and something meant strictly for procreation. However, it is 
gratifying to note that young people in their early twenties are becoming less 
reticent in their attitude towards sex and have very few inhibitions about sex these 
days. Sex to my mind is something to be discussed generally in public because, 
regrettably it has been found out from researches that innumberable highly educated 
and otherwise intelligent people as well as the poor illiterates are still very ignorant 
about the role of sex in a home.

I

I
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couples Italic
The family as we know is an important group in the society. It forms the social 

group and it is on it that our social order is based. What affects the family affects the 
society at large. When we read about the alarming rate at which marriages break up 
these days, we tend to put the blame on society. Nobody ever thought that the, 
root cause of all the divorces and the consequences of these originate from the sexual 
disharmony between husbands and wives in many homes.

Great writers and psychologists have repeatedly shown the importance of sex in 
the lives of a couple. To D,H. Lawrence, "Sex is the vitality of lifeIt is an elevated 
and complex emotion of which the Sexual urge is only one component. It is some-

‘ ‘ ’ *■ , Sexual satisfac-
created in the

. of the couple, 
lowed to have 

great harmony 
. happens when 

u'ow and with 
;own in every

thing which partakes of the spirit as well as the body. Once th”-- 
tion between a husband and wife, a fundamental harmony vvi 
home. This harmony has influence on every other aspects in th- ’ 
All the trivial quarrels in the home are often made up and are 
any great impact on the fundamental adjustment in the horn 
in the home will have a desirable effect on the children. Bi­
sexual love deserts the home? Love itself flies out through ’ 
the breakdown in the sexual relationship comes a corresponds . 
other aspect of love.

A research carried out reveals this. Mr. & Mrs. X have bet ■ 
years. We often see them happy together and their children are . 
left the home. Yet Mr. & Mrs. X are still getting on fine ri. 
When I questioned them the other day on why their marriage i. ■ 
from heaven, Mr. X has this to say, "You see, my wife is the me

; .id for over 50 
ji ried and have 
rough old age. 
•Jered 'blessed' 
dient woman, 

She is faithful. She is loving, a good' cook etc. Mrs. X on her part . let Mr. X loves 
her, he takes care of her and has been the only man who can dor.'i ■ - :a her. When I 
asked them if they still engage in sexual love in their old age. .n-y unanimously 
answered "Yes". I then discovered that these two people are well adjusted to 
each other but neither of them can relate this adjustment to their intimate sexual 
relation whether consciously or unconsciously.

The love life of Mr. & Mrs. X is only one of the very few ones in this country. 
How many couples can boast of a happy marriage in Nigeria today? They 
are so few that one wonders if the marriage institution has not failed altogether in 
our society.

Most marriages break up in Nigeria as a result of sexual dis-harmony in the lives of 
a couple. Sexual harmony is the corner stone for a happy and successful marriage. 
Sexual disharmony, on the other hand, brings about untold misery, separation and 
even divorces.

An example is the University lecturer who wrote to one of our newspapers 
recently. This is a man who cannot derive sexual satisfaction from his wife. 
He has in due course devoted all his energies to his work or hobbies, and has been 
spending more time outside with a more responsive and willing girl. This is how a 
home gradually breaks up. This lecturer is still to be praised because he is a man of 
conscience though with a confused personality. Here is a man who still recognises 
the other good qualities in his wife and is not prepared to hurt her further. At the— 
same time, he is a man who cannot afford to sacrifice his joy by forcing himself on 
a cold, withdrawn and reluctant wife. Since he has been able to find solace with a 
'soul sister', your guess is as good as mine about what will happen to the marriage 
eventually.

This is just one case. In other cases, nothing can hold the marriage together once 
there is sexual disharmony. In all the daily papers we read how women sue their 
husbands for divorce because of lack of sexual satisfaction or vice versa. Generally, 
these people asking for divorce against the other make random complaints which 
have no bearing with the basic problem in court. But a few of them have come out 
frankly to sue for divorce because they are suffering from nervous tension which 
arise from sexual frustration.

It is when there is no sexual harmony in a home that minor incidents assume 
greater proportions, usually huge mountains are made out of molehills. This is when 
wives complain about this and that about their husbands and they indulge in such 
things like over-mothering their children, they become naggers and pretend that 
there is nothing like love in the dictionary; that love is an illusion. Some of them 
over eat and grow fatter; some develop great nervous illness like fatigue, headache
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; l!y. They suffer 
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WHAT MARRIED COUPLES DONT KNOW ABOUT SEX
and general psychosomatic diseases.

On the other hand, a sexually dissatisfied husband becomes unnecessarilly diffi­
cult, finds faults with his wife often, is rarely seen in the home, engages in excessive 
drinking and reckless flirting and justifies himself in doing all these on the excuse 
that his wife doesn't care for him. As a result, there is usually no peace in suph a 
home. The marital discord resulting from this has grave consequences on the 
children in the home. Their children will not be happy, they will know no love and 
the importance of it. Such children are often aggressive, restless, disobedient and 
some times unintelligent in the Schools and they show one or two deviant behaviours 
as well and pose problems for their teachers. If all couples who think they know 
much about sex through their experience are able to have an idea of the disastrous 
effect of sexual disharmony in the home, many more marriages will be saved.

This brings us to the cause of sexual disharmony in the home and how we can 
rectify it. Basically there is a great difference in the attitude of man and woman 
towards sex. A research carried out reveals that most men consider sex as something 
natural and something to be enjoyed. A lot of these men view sex as something 
which is spontaneous and can be enjoyed equally with anything in skirt. These are 
men who think that 'a hole is a hole' and will not mind having " with their house­
girls provided she has a 'hole'.

There are a few of the men however who consider sex as a me-} ■ of showing their 
great love for their wives. These still have a standard set of vab • ’ for themselves 
and are not prepared to deviate from those set values. This iy-. of men will not 
have sex with just any woman and they are those who are usi< : nurt the more if 
they are unfortunate to marry women who don't satisfy them se 
quietly and their manhood may even be challenged. They gent:< 
in themselves.

Among the numerous women I interviewed however, only - y few see Sex as 
something to be enjoyed and something delightful. The majority of women see 
sexual love as the chief passport for procreation and some view it as a means of 
showing the extreme love they have for their husbands. Those who consider sex 
mainly for precreation are mostly within the illiterate set. These are women who put 
the wall of barrier between themselves and their husbands from having a satisfactory 
sexual relationship. These are people who have sex with their husbands once in a 
blue moon and will still demand presents from these husbands on these rare 
occasions.

Generally speaking, Nigerian women are still woefully ignorant of the im­
portance of sex in the home. Many women still identify sex with the night only 
and will not have it with their husbands during the day. Some have a fixed time 
table for sex and will do all they can to prevent having it except at the time laid 
down for it. There is a great danger in laying down a fixed time table for sex because, 
in most cases, sexual urge is really spontaneous and one may not have the urge at 
the stipulated time. Ideally sex should be done at any time of the day but in privacy.

It is therefore essential that children should be kept out of the place when playing 
sexual love. For apart from disturbing the couple and interrupting the act and 
preventing the couple from making the exquisite experience perfect, it may have 
serious phychological effect on the adventurous instincts of modern children.

Since a man can afford to change wives and a woman cannot afford to change 
husbands in our society, it is the duty of every woman to try to save her marriage 
from collapsing. A woman can do this by getting her priorities right. She must first 
recognise the vital role of sex in a happy marriage. She should then leave no stone 
unturned in contributing to the sexual harmony in the home.

As in all other spheres of living, women believe that men should take the lead 
in sexual act and are only contented with playing the secondary role because they 
don't know that they are equally important in contributing to its success. Sexual 

- expression of love like any other art is something which requires knowledge, skill 
and practice. It involves learning and understanding on both parts. It is a matter of 
give and take. A husband should not be adventurous, prepared to experiment 
with all methods while his wife is dormant and exhibiting one type of inhibition or 
the other towards sex.

Women are usually more guilty of sexual disharmony in the home. Among the 
reasons why women fail to enjoy sex are the effect of their Victorian teaching that 
sex is sinful. Women who have been brought up from Strict Christian homes where 
it is wrong to mention sex often develop negative attitudes towards sex when they 
grow older. Another reason why women have inhibitions towards sex may be the 
result of a sense of guilt from premarital sexual intercourse or as a result of infidelity 
after marriages poor health, diseases of all sorts, fear of pregnancy; lack of the right 
technique on the part of the husband and great eagerness to have children in an
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infertile marriage. In all these cases, the important thing to do on the part of a 
couple is for both of them to sit down and have a frank discussion on the problems 
confronting them which prevents them from having an ecstacy of sexual enjoyment. 
They should be able to identify the cause and then remedy it. If the cause for lack 
Of sexual satisfaction is physiological, then both husband and wife should go to the 
doctor, and confide in him. They should not hide anything. The doctor will be 
prepared to help them. On the other hand, if their problems are psychological (as it 
is in most cases), they should be able to identify their problem and rectify it.

A husband and wife should be able Jo engage in frank discussion on their sex 
lives and find out the best ways by which they can seek to have a perfect sexual 
harmony in their home. In doing this, the wife should be able to discuss freely 
with her husband letting him know which parts of her body stimulate her the more 
and which are less stimulating. She should not be shy to let him know how she feels 
after each sexual act; after all, what is greater than marital relations? A wife must 
welcome sexual activity as something to be enjoyed. She should in fact have open 
mind and an adventurous spirit to try anything that might make the relationship 
gratifying to both of them. To do this, a wife must have a positive idea about sexual 
love.

One of the ways of enjoying sexual act is to remove boredom by trying new 
methods and techniques. Some women think that anything outside the acceptable 
popular position in love making is a form of perversion. This is wrong. Constant­
use of the same method and techniques is itself a perversion when a couple cannot 
derive pleasure from any other method except the one they know. We see an 
example from a woman who asked for advice because she is frightened by the 
strange methods suggested by her husband.

Actually there is no fixed method or technique in sexual act. The commonest 
method and position is much a product of the mores of a society. And a position 
that is permissible in one culture may be a taboo in another. Variety of technique 
is gratifying because it removes monotony, helps to maintain mutual interest and a 
high pitch and adds to the fun. Two positions are popular all over the world in 
sexual love making. One is for both the man and woman to lie facing each other. 
Another one is that in which the wife lies on her back while the husband lies on top 
of her. But there are other innumerable positions which our women are still igno­
rant of and which because they are unfamiliar with them, seem repugnant and 
alarming. Every wife who desires to enjoy sex should be able to welcome and adapt 
to any new position suggested by her husband. No new method should be considered 
degrading or disgusting to a couple until they have tried it.

As I said earlier, variety of positions adds to the gaiety of the sexual act. 
Making love at unexpected time and place also has a desirable effect on a couple's 
sexual life. A change now and then in the sexual pattern in the home has its own 
psychological value. It is permissible to make love at times outside the bedroom 
(provided you are in privacy e.g. on the sofa during TV programme at night). You 
are not alone in this. Millions of women are also doing so all over the world.

It is generally believed that as people advance in years their sexual impulses slow 
down due to the general physical wearing out of the human body. This is true to 
some extent but given normal health, the average man and woman should be capable 
of sexual activity well into their late sixties and seventies. So good health is vital in 
ensuring satisfactory sexual life in the home and it is the duty of the wife to promote 
a normal healthy living. This can be done through practice of simple health rules, 
and the supply of balanced diet in the home.

Wives should not forget that it is their duty to make themselves sexually attractive 
to their husbands always. To do this, they must not rely on the ownership of the 
marriage ring as the passport to owning their husband forever. They must try and do 
all those things which they were used to doing in their courtshipdays, and which 
gave much pleasure to their boyfriends (now their husbands) even after marriage. - 
Among these are expressions of love by occasional dining out, giving of love cards, 
occasional dressing of hair and all other things that make a woman look prettier.

When one does all these, the husband will appreciate the willing co-operation 
from his wife and will love her the more. When a rich healthy sexual relationship 
is present in the lives of a couple, all the trivial quarrels which constitute dangers to 
marriages will not have a place in the home of that couple., because every misunder­
standing will be patched up in the bed.

The point is that an exciting sex life adds to the happiness of a marriage and 
makes such a marriage more successful. If this is lacking, it results in nervous ten­
sion which, as Stymund Freud, the learned psychologist warned, leads to neurosis, 
an extreme form of which is psychosis.
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Brussels, she made some feeble efforts to 
see that African members of the Common­
wealth were not less well treated than 
other African countries that France had 
managed to associate with the EEC.

Since the Associated African countries 
enjoyed some illusory advantages by the 
fact of association, they did not want 
other African countries to share in their 
supposed advantages.

Thus, through the formula of Associa­
tion, the EEC succeeded in perpetuating 
the partition of Africa into hostile econo­
mic blocs which was one of the evil effects 
of European colonialism in Africa.

At the Commonwealth Finance Mini­
sters meeting held in September 1961 
in Accra, Ghana, Commonwealth African 
countries saw the danger posed to their 
economies by Britain's efforts to join the 
EEC-the club of rich and powerful 
white European nations.

African states in Accra flirted with the 
idea offorming an African Common Market. 
But nothing came of it and the issue lost 
its urgency because Britain's application 
to join EEC was turned down then.

One of the notable personalities at th 
Addis Ababa summit was President Houf 
houet Boigny of the Ivory Coast who we
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The Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) as it emerged in 1963 was a child 
of compromise. Before 1963, two broad 
political divisions were evident on the 
African scene.

There was the Casablanca group which 
included socialist, revolutionary regimes 
like Ghana, Algeria, Morocco, Guinea and 
Mali. Some of the leaders of the Casablan­
ca group included the late President 
Kwame Nki umah of Ghana, Ahmed Sekou 
Toure of Guinea and Ben Bella of Algeria.

African states of the Casablanca group

However, after the establishment of 
OAU, African states began to see 
appreciate the danger which neo-colc 
lism and European international monoi 
capital posed to their fragile, hard-v 
independence.
• France for example did not relax 

strangledhold on her former colonial 
pire in Africa. At the inspiration of 
Elysee Palace in Paris, the Afro-Malag 
Common Organisation (OCAM) was i 
med as a regional grouping in Afri 
The peculiar feature of this organisat 
was that it embraced ONLY francophc 
states in Africa. It was widely felt 
Africa that this was a clever attempt 
Paris to disrupt the unity of the OA

In May 1973 the OAU celebrated 1When the Treaty of Rome establishing |n May 1973 the OAU celebrated 1 
the European EconomicCommunity (EEC) tenth anniversary of its founding. Afric 

states took the opportunity of a spec 
summit meeting in Addis Ababa to ta 
stock of the achievements of the OA 
during the first decade of its existent 
The summit was attended by 21 Afric 
Heads of States; 4 heads of governmer 
and 16 High-level ministerial delegation

was signed in 1957, provision was made 
to associate certain African states with 
the EEC. These African states belonged 
to the former French colonial empire.

When Britain applied to join the EEC 
. v field. The**chief aim of the in 1961, the question was raised, how the 
Military High Command was to interests of Britain's colonies and former 

• '.he remaining pockets of colo- colonies which were then in the Common-

By Olu Akaraogun.
The tenth anniversary celebration of 

the OAU was pervaded by a spirit of self- 
criticism. Many delegates complained 
that through the OAU, very little had so 
far been achieved in the field of economic 
and technical co-operation among African 
countries. What is worse, the Liberation 
Committee of the OAU had not achieved 
much in freeing certain parts of Africa- 
(Angola and Mozambique) from the bar­
barism of Portuguese colonialism.

The minority white settler regimes in 
Africa are still oppressing African majority 
populations in Zimbabwe, Namibia and in 
the Republic of South Africa (Azania).

It appeared that the major positive 
achievements of the OAU was in its efforts 
to settle intra-African disputes such as 
those between Algeria and Morocco; 
Ethiopia and Somalia; and the conflict 
between Burundi and Rwanda.

Before the OAU's tenth anniversary 
summit in Addis Ababa in May 1973, 
these major problems of Africa had given 
great concern to African statesmen. That 
was why at the OAU summit in Rabat last 
year, there was a unanimous OAU declara-
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For some years these differences on 

basic approach to African problems led to 
a polarisation within the OAU. This con 

tinued until January 1966 when the late 
President Nkrumah was ousted by the 
Armed Forces of Ghana.

President Houphouet Boigny for exam­
ple did not attend a single summit of the 
OAU until President Nkrumah was ousted 
from power. Since the OAU tacitly, 
adopted the gradualist approach of the 
Monrovia group, how well had it worked 
in practice. In other words, through the 

had a revolutionary and socialist approach gradualist, pragmatic approach, to what 
to African problems. They diagnosed extent have African states achieved co- 
irnpt.-; cism, colonialism and neo-colonia- operation in the economic and technical 

.'.Chief enemies of Africa which fields?, 
eliminated.
•J’ieve this objective, the late 
.•nah suggested that Africa must 

..-nt Africa should immediately 
ontinental political union. He 

also that all Africa should 
African High Command in

• hi Africa; to free those enclaves wealth, were to be safeguarded.
•_«thern Africa which were enslaved About 18 African states were associa-
•i ■ racist regimes and generally to ted with the EEC through the Yaounde

During attending his first summit meeting with hi,?;d the newly won sovereignty of Convention of Association. I
$.?•■> c> African states. Britain's negotiations with the EEC in brother African heads of States.

The other broad political tendency in 
Africa before 1963 was the Monrovia 
group. This included the so-called mode­
rate regimes of Africa. The leaders of this 
group included the late Alhaji Tafawa 
Balewa of Nigeria; the late President 
Tubman of Liberia and Mr. Huphouet 
Boigny of the Ivory Coast.

The Monrovia group did not believe 
that a political Union of Africa was 
possible in the short-term. The group 
thought ideas of an African High Com­
mand in the military field were unrealistic 
and felt that these were objectives which 
could be achieved in the distant future.

In the meantime, they thought that 
African states should adopt a gradualist 
approach to solve her problems. The 
Monrovia group felt that concrete inter­
African Co operation in the economic 
and technical fields should precede any 
move towards the political union of 
Africa.

When the OAU was established in 
1963, countries which were in the Mon­
rovia group were in.a majority and their 
views permeated and dominated the 
organisation.
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ve prices for raw material 
issured through conclu-

The preliminary meeting in Lagos went 
very well. All the 42 states represented, 
unanimously elected Mr. Wenike Briggs, 
Nigeria's Federal Commissioner for Trade, 
to act as the spokesman for the group. 
In effect, Mr. Wenike Briggs spoke in 
Brussels for 34 African countries; five 
countries from the Caribbean-fGuyana, 
Jamaica, Barbados, Trinidad and Bahamas); 
and three countries of the South Pacific- 
Tonga, Western Samoa and Fiji.

Also invited to Brussels were Ethiopia, 
Liberia, the Sudan and the Republic of 
Equatorial Guinea. The Mahgreb coun­
tries—Algeria, Morocco, Tunisia, Egypt, 
except Libya were also present.

Before the meeting took place, the 
council of Ministers of the EEC met on 
July 24 and worked out a common Euro­
pean position. When the Africa-Europe 
meeting started, the European position 
was outlined by the current President of 
the EEC Council of Ministers-Mr. Ivar 
Morgaard, who is also the Danish Minister 
for Economic Affairs

hammer out a common African approach 
before the Brussels meeting, African states 
held a preliminary meeting in Lagos 
between July 9 through July 11, 1973.

The Lagos meeting was to be attended 
by the 19 African states already associated 
with the EEC; and the "associables". The 
associables are the OAU countries which 
are also members of the Commonwealth, 
some countries in the Caribbean and the 
Pacific; also invited were five North 
African states which already had their 
own special agreement with the EEC. In 
all, 48 countries were eligible to attend 
the Lagos meeting; in actual fact, 42 
states attended.

Earlier in May, at Addis, the OAU 
Heads of States had set out certain 
guiding principles for Africa's negotiations 
with the EEC.
1.

38

PM flfRIGJNISM »IU 
DIHOPHS

ree trade areas with 
the purpose of justifying 
of European preferential

In his opening address, General Gowon 
in his capacity as Chairman of the OAU 
said among other things.

"Africa's COLLECTIVE relationship 
with such a regional system should there­
fore be conceived as one of co-operation

tion on "African co operation develop­
ment and economic independence."

Before the May summit in Addis Ababa 
OAU trade Ministers met in Abidjan, 
Ivory Coast in order to draw up an 
African economic charter for the next 
decade 1973-83. The need for such a 
charter by all African countries acting 
together became acute after the hopes of 
the Third World were dashed at the 
United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development which was held at Santiago 
in Chile.

Since more European countries inclu­
ding Britain were joining an enlarged EEC, 
the discriminatory economic policies of 
this rich nations' club were becoming 
ruinous to OAU MEMBER states. The 
OAU decided in the circumstances that 
Africa should evolve a common approach 
to the EEC.

Already, some 19 African states were 
associated with the EEC through the 
Yaounde Convention. The East African 
countries of Kenya, Tanzania and Uganda 
had a special kind of relationship with 
the EEC through the Arusha agreement. 
Both the Yaounde Convention and the 
Arusha agreement were due soon for 
revision.

Commonwealth African countries which 
are not associated with the EEC were 
seeking a suitable basis of relationship 
with the European Common Market 
monster. This was the setting when the 
OAU took the historic and significant 
decision that Africa should talk to the 
EEC with one voice.

The significance of this is that African 
states which were already Associated 
with the EEC were prepared to give up 
their illusory advantages in the European 
Common Market in the interests of a fairer 
deal for the whole of Africa.

If this united, continental African 
approach was successful it means that the 
artificial and hostile economic blocs crea­
ted in Africa by neo colonialism and inter­
national monopoly capital would be 
eliminated.

In other words, if African economic 
co-operation and African economic inde­
pendence become concrete realities, then 
the objectives of Pan-Africanism, at least 
in the economic sphere, would be realised 
and that could lead to eventual political 
union. That accords with the blueprint 
of the Monrovia Group and it offered a 
crucial test to the Pan-African aspirations 
of the OAU.

A confrontation of Africa and the EEC 
was scheduled to be held in Brussels in 
the third week of July 1973. In order to

These were as follows: 
Non-reciprocity for trade and tariff 
concessions given by the EEC. 
Extension on a non-discriminatory 
basis towards third countries of the 
provisions on "the right of esta­
blishment".
Revision of "rules of origin" to 
facilitate the industrial development 
of Africa.
Revision of the provisions concer­
ning the movement of payments and 
capital to take account of the 
objective of monetary independence 
in African countries.
The dissociation of EEC financial 
and technical aid from any particular 
form of relationship with the EEC. 
Free and assured access to EEC 
markets for all African products 
including processed and semi-pro­
cessed agricultural products, whether 
or not they are subject to the 
common agricultural policy of the 
EEC.
The guaranteeing to African coun­
tries of stable, equitable and remu­
nerative prices in EEC markets for 
their main products.
Any agreement made with the EEC 
should not adversely affect intra­
African co-operation.

These then were the guidelines which 
OAU Heads of states laid down as the basis 
for negotiations with the EEC. The 
details were to be worked out by African 
technical experts.

This meeting of experts was attended 
by 42 African states in Lagos from July 9 
to July 11, 1973.

between Africa and Europe on agreed 
contractual terms of equality, sovereignty 
and mutual interest".

The Secretary-General of the OAU, 
Mr. Nzo Ekangaki, suggested some points 
which should guide Africa's negotiations 
with the EEC.

Among his suggestions are the following: 
That Africa offers to negotiate with 
Europe as one block. The block 
should include all those wishing to 
establish a relationship with the 
EEC.
The type ?f arrangement considered 
approprit’. ? is a co-operation agree­
ment c Hade and development 
Assoc; states should refuse to
offer ocal preferences or to
establish 
Europ • ’ 
accept: 
tariffs.
Remur
should
sion of rpecial protocols on indivi­
dual products, as in the case of sugar 

As a second safety valve, particularly 
for countries depending on one crop, 
there should be guaranteed minimum 
earnings under conditions to be negotiated.

These conditions spelt out by the OAU j 
Secretary-General apparently earned him 
the hostility of EEC technocrats in 
Brussels. When the Africa-Europe meeting 
took place in Brussels in July, the EEC 
officials were not going to accept his 
accreditation. This was in spite of the 
fact that General Gowon, Chairman of the 
OAU, had given him a special letter of 
accreditation. However, after some diplo­
matic manoeuvres, Mr. Ekangaki sat at, 
the discussions in Brussels.
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The 504 GL with 98 h.p. 2 litre engine. Accessories available include leather uphostery, 
tinted glass, factory-fitted airconditioning, automatic gearbox.

Also available: The 1.8 litre Peugeot 504 L.

"Look...I can afford to buy 
any car I want but I always stick 

to the Peugeot 504. It's a really well- 
/ balanced car - not as 'heavy' as other so-called 
fl prestige cars. I find the 504's fast and 
> responsive... you know ... light on its feet, like a 

racehorse. Plenty of luxury, plenty of power to 
spare, plus the special kind of reliability only j 

"^^Peugeot seems to manage to build in. What 
more can a man want from his car?
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For a natural, healthier complexion in only 
the finest preparation known to modern science 
and effective Skin Care Treatment

AMBI SPECIAL L
Specially prepared for those with a delicate skin to give 
a softer, smoother complexion in only seven days
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It is known that both the EEC and the
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The EEC in 1972 gave aid worth 
338,000 US dollars to the CEAO and in 
January 1973, gave it further aid worth 
220,000 US dollars. It is ominous that an 
EEC technocrat, Mr. Jean-Francois Deniau 
was present at Bamako in 1972 when the 
idea of an exclusive francophone WAEC

91 !

PAN-AFRICANISM
In his opening speech, Mr. Norgaard 

reviewed Africa's relations with Europe 
since the EEC was established in 1957. 
He reviewed the Yaounde Conventions of 
Association of 1964 and 1969, as well as 
the Arusha agreement with the East 
African Economic Community.

He remarked that Protocol 22 to the 
Treaty of Rome which established the 
EEC offered three options on relationship 
to Africa.

The first option was full associate 
status under the Yaounde Convention.

jond option was a limited form 
rion such as that which Kenya, 
id Tanzania have under the 

^cement.
rd option was a straight for- 

'.z agreement. , „Late Dr. Nkrumah

inspire the formation of a West African with the EEC.
One thing is clear from all these facts. 

After ten years of uncertainty, the OAU 
has given Pan-Africanism a new lease of 
life. Du Bois, Garvey, Padmore and 
Nkrumah can now sleep well in their 
graves. The idea for which they lived and 
died is becoming a reality.

It is a million thanks to the present 
generation of African leaders and black 
peoples all around the world who have 
kept the torch of Pan-Africanism burning 
and very much alive.

was mooted. When the treaty establishir 
the exclusively francophone West Africa 
Economic Community was signed i 
Abidjan, Ivory Coast in April 1973, M 
Deniau was also present.

Mr. Deniau has since left the EE- 
Commission in Brussels. He is now th 
French Secretary of state for co-operatior 
a post in which he would no doub 
attempt to nuture the francophone Wes 
African Economic Community.

On the other hand, Nigeria has lateh 
been trying to translate the ideals of th« 
late President Tubman of Liberia intc 
action. That is to form a genuinely Wes- 
African Economic Community, in which 
the francophones and anglophones woulc 
co operate. The neo-colonial manoeuvres 
over the formation of a West African 
Economic Community indicate what have 
to be surmounted before economic co­
operation on a Pan-African scale becomes 
a reality.

African problems to achieve unity in 
the economic sphere are many. They 
include the existence of diverse currencies; 
different trade blocs; different payment 
systems; and competitive industries. All 
these are problems created and bequeathed 
by departing European colonialism.

The question is whether African states 
will be true to their Pan-African aspira­
tions and take concerted effort to wipe 
off these vestiges of colonialism.

Another current topic of debate in 
Africa generated by these recent events is 
the relative merits of the approaches 
advocated by the pre-1963 Casablanca 
and Monrovia groups.

Is the gradualist, pragmatic approach 
advocated by the Monrovia group likely 
to achieve the Pan-African ideal faster and 
genuinely?

Or was Dr. Kwame Nkrumah correct 
in saying that we should first seek the 
political Kingdom of an African continen­
tal Union and that other things shall then 
be added unto it (like economic, technical, 
and cultural co-operation?).

Pan-Africanists all over the world would 
be happy to learn that the OAU is not 
wasting time engaging in academic debates 
over its pre-1963 differences. Rather, it 
has adopted the Pan-African approach as 
a unanimous mode of procedure whose 

French government went to work to major test is Africa's current negotiations

Economic Community (CEAO) which 
consisted of francophone African states 
to the total exclusion of their English 
speaking brothers.

tions with Europe.
But the EEC and some former Euro­

pean powers, notably France, have been 
doing their worst to perpetuate the econo­
mic division of Africa along neo colonialist 
lines. This is evident from the manoeu­
vres over the formation of a small regional 
grouping—the West African Economic 
Community. The idea was mooted by 
the late President Tubman of Liberia and 
by Ghana. The West African Economic 
Community (WAEC) was expected to 
group together 14 West African states.

It was to include both Francophone 
and anglophone African countries in the 
West African sub region. Then the same 
external forces which set up the Afro- 
Malagasy Common Organisation (OCAM) 
as a rival to the OAU swung into action.

SOME RECENT DEVELOPMENTS

ween Africa and the EEC was a prelimi­
nary skirmish which enabled each side to 
know the outlines of their respective 
negotiating positions.

The African states held another mee­
ting in Dares Salaam, Tanzania on 
September 20,1973. The purpose of that 
meeting was to further consolidate Afri­
ca's common position in the negotia­
tions with the EEC. The actual business 
of detailed negotiations with the EEC 
started in mid-October. The negotiation 
is expected to last 18 months and it 
is hoped that a final agreement could be 
reached by January 31, 1975.

In fact, it is a major milestone on the 
road to Pan-Africanism that African states 
have decided to adopt a common approach 
and speak with one voice, in their negotia- 

Ekangaki

I he European position as outlined by 
Mr. Norgaard was vague on most issues 
which were crucial to the economies of 
African countries. Such issues include 
international commodity price stabilisa­
tion on which the 9 member states of the 
EEC failed to agree. The EEC was unable 
to indicate the amount of financial aid to 
be offered to African in future.

Speaking for all African countries, Mr. 
Wenike Briggs of Nigeria said among other 
things:

"Because African states were calling 
into question the present pattern of 
international economics, commercial and 
financial relations between developed and 
developing countries, they called on the 
EEC to adopt special measures to contri­
bute to development.

Mr. Briggs said further that-"future 
Africa-EEC relations should facilitate 
economic diversification; stimulation of 
exports; improvement of economic and 
social structures and stimulation of inter­
African co-operation."

"The African states have decided to 
negotiate with the EEC a global agreement 
in the economic, technical and financial 
fields incorporating the fundamental 
principles adopted by the African Heads 
of States.

"It is further the view of African 
states that it is possible to have a legal 
framework to accommodate their wishes 
within existing international obligations".

The July 25, meeting in Brussels bet-

The 
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Take the heat out of driving rath 
a MARK IVauto air conditioner

Mark IV Auto Air
Conditioners are made

for Nigeria's hot highways. 
They keep your car refreshing I

coooool ... no heat, dust,
noise and choking exhaust fumes. Quiet.

Factory-tested. Quickly fitted and backed
by first-class service. There's a Mark IV Auto

Air Conditioner for almost every make of car.
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Contact:
I I Angus & Partners Limited

J I | I SOLE DISTRIBUTORS THROUGHOUT NIGERIA 
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—JLH P. O. Box 500, Apapa
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Employment Seeker:

Messenger:

Employer:

Employment Seeker:
Dru .v.'an:

• •••
»»»♦

1st boy:

One man said to the other-“For the
1st boy:

step

♦*** ♦♦♦♦ ♦♦♦♦««** «»»•
Employer:

•••»

Employment Seeker:
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(Con fuse di. Let me 
ring up my master. (He 
telephones).

(Coming out to see the 
employment seeker and 
the small crowd already 
gathered). What is the 
purpose of the bag here
Mr. Man?

You said yesterday that 
I should bring you Kola 
before you can offer me 
an appointment The 
Kolanuts are in the bag 
(pointing to it on the 
ground.

this cold weather, so he is in a hurry 
be warmed by hell fire.

«•»*

The fat secretary went to her boss an 
said, "Excuse me sir, but I think it is hig 
time I got a raise from you".

The boss looked her fat frame over am 
said "well miss x, I would very much lik 
to raise you but you are much too fat foi 
one to lift".

••••

THE NEWSPAPER HEADLINE READ 
"DANGEROUS WOMEN ON THE LOSE" 
AH, AH, THIS IS NO NEWS. WE KNOW 
THAT ALL LOSE WOMEN ARE DAN­
GEROUS.

The father said to his daughters' be 
friend, "You have been seeing much 
my daughter. Have you not"?
The boyfriend replied: "No sir I have on 
seen her face, hands and legs—that is n< 
much  Is it"?

•••• •••* ••••

A fella told me that his girlfriend’s name 
is comfort and all she ever wants him to 
do is make her comfortable.

♦♦♦♦

shall be here.
Next day he came with a bag load of Kola nuts 
and was about to step into the office apartment

A hungry officer walked into a restau­
rant, sat down and asked the waiter who 
came to serve him "Have you got any nice 
looking dishes"? The waiter smiled and 
replied "well, yessir, but the management

A passenger lorry was involved in a 
ghastly accident on the outskirts of a town 
resulting in the death of all the seven pas­
sengers including the driver.

One of the two boys, coming to the 
scene when the victims were being taken 
out of the wreck, pointed to the other. 
1st boy:

During a Sunday church service, the 
pastor sermonized to the congregation, 
enumerating some social vices such as 
drunkness, gambling, corruption, bribery, 
immorality and so on. He said such vices 
should be regarded with abhorrence and 
should be fought as great enemies on the 
path of Christian rectitude and salvation.

Seven days later, he preached a diffe­
rence sermon on "love". He told the 
congregation that a Christian should not 
only love his friends but his enemies as 
well.

Later in the day the village Reverend 
Pastor

I side c 
churc- 
a pa; 
Paste

(gently touching the shoulder 
of the other). But notice what 
is written at the side of the 
lorry.

2nd boy: What is it?
Deliver me from horrible death, 
0 God.

2nd boy: But why are you no titying me? 
Because I am wondering whe­
ther prayers are answered now­
adays.

• • • •
A man met his friend on the road and his 
friend said to him-*"! hear that you want 
to divorce your wife. On what grounds 
are you divorcing her?

__r  w  The man replied-"On the grounds of the
does not like them flirting with customers", courtroom of course".

*♦*#

Agreed that you pos 
ses the necessary qua­
lifications for employ­
ment with us But my 
boy, you know nothing 
goes for nothing in this 
country again. You have It was 
to bring some kola to 
qualify you finally. And came out of a corner close to them at 
qaickly too.
Okay Sir. That ii no 
problem. Tomorrow I

which / am now taking 
to him.

an end to my miserable life”.
“Well said his friend phylosophically— 

“If you end your life you would have 
achieved something”.

“What is it I will achieve?” asked the 
agitated man.

“You would have taken one step to­
wards easing the population explosion”.

enjoying a bicycle ride to another 
i u village, came across one of his 

. ongregationists staggering out of 
--C shed, obviously drunk.

Was it not last Sunday I 
told you to desist from 

drinking and regard it as- 
your enemy?
Was it not today you 
told us to love our ene­
mies like ourselves?

Do you know why men who keep having 
daughters bom for them cry?
Oh no! It is not because they are not male 
children. It is because of the high costs 
and supervision involved in bringing up girt.

♦♦♦♦ **♦* *♦**

MARRIAGE IS A FUNNY THING BUT Past forty years 1 have hved in this world. 
THE MARRIED DO NOT LAUGH OVER 1 h^ve achieved nothing. I feel like putting 
IT. ’ ...................

• •• •

One man said to the other-“For the 
past forty years I have lived in this world 
I have achieved nothing. I feel like putting 
an end to my, miserable life”.

“Well, said his friend phylosophically— 
“If you end your life you would have 
agitated man.

a cold rainy day two pedestrians 
were about to cross a road when a car

a 
top speed. The pedestrians jumped back 
on the sidewalk just in time to avoid an 
accident.

1st pedestrian: My, my, where in t 
name of all that is holy is that dr 
hurrying to?

of the employer when a messenger prevented him. 2nd pedestrian: I think he does not-li

Messenger: What do you want with
this big load here?
Your boss told me yes- ♦•*• *♦•* ****
torday to bring him Kola WE SA Y HERE IN OUR OFFICE TH.

WHEN AMAN MARRIED A WIFE Wi 
IS NOT WELL BRED HE SHOULD TA, 
HEART. AFTERALL, HALF BRED 
BETTER THAN NONE.

"You know that wife I married last year", 
said one husband to another. "She has 
changed drastically".

"For better or for worse'? asked the 
other. "For better only-She is only good 
when things are better".

• ••• ••••
"I CANNOT UNDERSTAND WHY YOUR MAR­
RIED THAT WEAK LOOKING MAN", SAID 
ONE SWEET THING TO THE OTHER—"WHAT 
DID YOU SEE IN HIM"?
"MONEY CAME THE SHORT AND SIMPLE 
REPLY .
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That is why it is worrying most N

preparation, it is not likely that cons;

era of a number of technology-

Dr. Adedeji,

MTICS 
W WE 

f IRIAN 
SON 
AND 

STEEL 
HfflUSTRY delays. It is desirable to work oul 

location strategy which will eliminate 
at least reduce the agonising delay 
implementing major federal governme 
industrial projects .

"The strategy will be built around 
decision process which enables the loc 
tion decision on a number of projects 
be taken simultaneously. This approat 
to the problem will take into consider 
tion not only techno-economic factor 
but also social and political factors whic 
impingeon locational decisions for impo 
tant projects".

The foregoing allegation of politic.

The Guidelines to the third deve 
ment plan (1975-80) have some rele* 
things to say about the delay in implen 
ting the Iron and Steel project.

The Guidelines say among other thii 
"It is important to emphasize that not!

ting the Iron and Steel project. For 
as well as for most major planned proje 

"wwwu ouuui rvuu,uuv 111 mig the problems have been the shortfall* 
Mifergui-Nimba and Simandou Company the implementation of federal governm 

programmes.
"These projects have major soc 

economic consequences and as a res 
decisions on their location are H EAVI I

Dr. Adttoro
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of Conakry, in Guinea. This company 
includes a consortium of foreign compa­
nies from Japan, Spain, the USA and 
Britain. Algeria and Zaire are other — 
African countries which have been invited POLITICALLY charged and this leads 

r to become shareholders in the company.
The Guinean iron ore consortium is 

only to extract iron ore—the company is 
not expected as yet to engage in the 
making of steel.

At the moment, only Egypt, Algeria 
and South Africa have steel mills in the 
whole of Africa. Hence in black Africa, 
Nigeria is pioneering the construction, 
design and running of a steel complex 
which is to use available raw materials.

The successful operation of a Steel 
project in Nigeria will not only create 
more wealth, but will also usher Nigeria 
into an era of a number of technolonv.

based industries. In other words, vu 
successful operation of a Steel cor 
Nigeria will be taking definite ste 
the road to becoming an indi 

nation.
For all these reasons, it is clear th. 

Iron and Steel project plays a pivota 
in our development efforts.

A decision has been taken to estc 
two passenger car assembly plan 
Kaduna and Lagos. The constru 
industry in Nigeria is booming. Thes 
areas where a Nigerian Steel Industr 
comes useful and can further re

NIGERMN NOTES
As far back as 1952, Nigeria had been 

making preparations for the establishment 
of an Iron and Steel Industry. 21 years 
later, we are still told that feasibility 
reports for its establishment are now in 
progress. Yet in 1971, an Iron and Steel 
Secretariat staffed by top Nigerian steel 
executives was established at 136 Yakubu 
Gowon Street, Lagos. The Authority 
recently annexed offices at 90 Norman 
Williams Street Keffi Ikoyi, Lagos, thereby, 
giving the impression that we are ready to 
start.

The decision to build an iron and steel — 
complex in Nigeria was an important foreign exchange costs, 
effort to utilise some mineral resources -11IOI .. . . -
which exist in abundant quantities in the fans that despite 21 long ____

There are a few other African countries tion on the Steel ^priocf 
which have iron ore. These include the 1970-74 development period. 
Liberia, Sierra Leone and the Republic of 
Guinea. None of these African countries 
has embarked upon the building of a steel 
complex to process their crude iron ore.

What ordinarily happens is that some 
foreign interests extract the iron ore --------- -— -- ■ . - .
which is later processed in steel mills in has been gained by J e,_ y__ _
the US, Western Europe and Japan.

Sometime ago, the federal government 
of Nigeria invested about N65,000 in the



sional civilian politicians of the First 
Republic on January 15, 1966.

A religious minded person reading the 
1962-68 Plan on Nigeria's proposed stee 
mill might well conclude that indeed- 
"Man proposes; but God disposes”.

This is because the decision on the 
selection of the suitable steel mill whic 

was expected to be made "within a few 
months" in 1962 has so far not beer 
made eleven whole years later.

This brings us to the Iron and Stee 
project in the military era in Nigeria 
After assuming power in January 1966 
the Nigerian Armed Froces were pre 
occupied wit number of vital public 
issues, the nportant of which wa:

■he unity of Nigeria.
a civil war broke out ir 

1967 and it ended ir 
juring the 30-month civ 

ted the military regime 
priority tothepropa 

project.
resent federal military 

,;;c discussion of the pro 
eel project was resumec

the question
In any c:-.. 

Nigeria in 
January 1t<"‘ 

war, nobod*- 
to accord a 
sed Iron an*

Under th 
government, 
posed Iron an 
after the ; 4, second developmen 
Plan was launched. The Plan made 
specific references to the Iron and Steel 
project.

Among other things the 1970-74 Deve 
lopment Plan said:

"Based on the conclusion of marke’ 
studies carried out in 1967 with th( 
assistance of the United National Indus 
trial Development Organisation (UNIDO 
and on other feasibility surveys, the 
completed capacity of the proposed inte 
grated Iron and Steel mill will be 75000( 
tons a year.

"Technical investigations on old anc 
newly discovered ore and coal deposits a1 
well as designing of the project will bi 
completed during the current (1970-74 
Plan period. Construction of the bash 
iron and steel making plant is expected t< 
commence by the beginning of 1974 
The estimated cost of the whole projec 
by completion date is about fe120 millior 
(N240 million).

"Within the over-all programme o 
building an integrated Iron and Stee 
Complex, the construction of the rollin' 
mill and other finishing workshops ma^ 
be phased in, earlier during the Plar 
period, to supply needed intermediati 
products for projects in the metal workinc 
sector. This will be in accord with natipna 
industrial priorities of stipulating produc­
tion of building construction materials

, com 
ponents for the motor assembly plants

MGERUN NOTES 
IP

cent of the installed generating capacity 
of the Kainji dam and will add about 27 
per cent to the electricity demand expec­
ted in 1971-72 and was expected to 
provide direct employment to about 1,500 
persons.

The 1962-68 Plan concluded as follows: 
"The size of the steel complex and its 
repercussions throughout the economy 
make it essential that the greatest care is 
taken in evaluating the proposals sub­
mitted with a view to selecting the steel 
mill most suitable to Nigerian conditions".

It is reasonable to infer from what was 
written about the Iron and Steel project 
in the 1962-68 Plan that the federal 
civilian government in 1962 were quite 
clear in their minds about the kind of 
steel project Nigeria was going to have. It 
is reasonable to infer further that the 
federal civilian government had satisfied 
itself that necessary geological survey and 
economic feasibility studies had been 
done and they both favour the establish­
ment of a steel mill in Nigeria.

That was probably why the federal 
civilian government in 1962 set aside 
N60 million for the project; that was why 
the authors of the 1962-68 Plan, writing 
at the beginning of the Plan period, were 
sure that the federal government would 
select the kind of steel mill best suited to 
Nigerianconditions "within afew months".

They were also sure that the proposed 
steel mill would reach its capacity output 
between 1970-71; they were sure 
what kind of products would come out of 
the proposed steel mill.

Apparently everything had been deci­
ded on, at least on paper, except the 
location of the proposed steel mill. The 
1962-68 Plan merely made an oblique 
reference to the fact that it could be sited 
either in Onitsha or in Lokoja.

In the feverish political atmosphere of 
Nigeria's First Republic, nobody would 
be surprised if the different political 
factions that made up the federal govern­
ment reached a stalemate in their hagg­
ling over the location of the proposed 
steel mill.

We know for a fact today that in 
spite of what appeared like the well cut 
and dried plans of the federal civilian 
government, Nigeria still has no iron and 
steel complex.

We can only speculate why the Iron 
and Steel mill blueprint never got trans­
lated into reality, by the pre-1966 federal 

government. Politics must have been a 
'"shortly""^ the 1962-68 Development agricultural implements, metal tools, 

Ach^Gr^upParty’erupted^n the formed construction of vehicle bodies.-pipes 

Western Region. A state of emergency cables, w,res and na.ls .
was declared throughout the former wes­
tern region which was lifted in January, 
1963. From then on, Nigeria lurched 
from one political crisis to another until 
the Armed Forces disbanded the profes-

POLITICS OF THE 
NIGERIAN

IRON AND STEEL 
INDUSTRY

factors affecting economic projects, co­
ming as it did from the federal ministry 
of economic development, has led to 
speculation among ordinary Nigerians 
about what kind of political factors are 
delaying urgent economic projects in this 
military era in Nigeria.

I intend to look at the tortuous history 
of the Nigerian Iron and Steel project in 
two different phases-the civilian, pre- 
1966 phase; and the project during the 
current military regime.

The first national development Plan 
(1962-68) gives the impression that preli­
minary and other feasibility studies con­
nected with the Iron and Steel project 
had been completed and that the federal 
(civilian) government only had to take a 
decision about the location of the Steel 
complex for actual construction work on 
it to begin.

The relevant passage of the 1962-68 
Development Plan states as follows:

"Substantial progress has been made- 
on the formulation of the establishment 
of a viable Iron and Steel complex which 
will use Nigerian ores, limestones, coal 
and electric power.

"Government has invited international 
competition for a viable project and 
several proposals have been received. 
While it is not possible at this time 
(1962) to specify the project which may 
be finally selected, sufficient progress has 
been made to be CERTAIN that a decision 
may be made within A FEW MONTHS .

"To ensure the minimum possible 
delay in commissioning the steel mill, the 
federal government has set aside the full 
expected cost of=t30 million (W60 million) 
for this purpose.

"The earliest year in which the steel 
mill can come into operation will be 1966, 
and it will reach the full capacity output 
in 1970-71".

The 1962-68 Plan gave some technical 
details about the proposed steel mill.

It was expected to have a capacity 
between 125,000 tons to 250,000 tons.
It was to concentrate on the manufacture 
of black and corrugated sheets, rods, and 
bents, angles and channels and other 
structural steel.

According to the 1962-68, Plan, the 
production of 125,000 tons of steel will 
require no less than 242,400 tons of iron 
ore; 75,200 tons of limestone and 110,000 
tons of coal.

The Plan adds further: "If the steel 
complex is located in the Onitsha or 
Lokoja areas, it would add about 53 
million tons to river traffic".

The steel mill will require about 13 per 
NEWBREED FEBRUARY 1974
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ASK YOUR RECORD SHOP FOR MANU DIBANGO SOUL MAKOSSA 
LP OR SINGLE SOUL MAKOSSA DWA 30

OUL 
\KOSA 
HUNG 
ST

It was an unexpected gift of a saxophone that was to revolutionise 
Manu's life. Sexophones became an obsession with him and today, 
"Dibbs" cannot only blow the sax with the dexterity and virtousity of a 
Junior Walker but can also arrange and conduct an orchestra as well as 
play with expertise, the bass and the piano.

After a brief spell doing various stints in Europe including philosophy 
studies in between playing at dances and jazz clubs, Manu decided to 
return to Africa to rediscover the roots of his musical heritage. But this 
time, Manu made Zaire, a watershed of African jazz music his base of 
operations. It was while doing gigs with top Congolese musicians that 
Manu evolved his sound which combines elements of Jazz and intricate 
native African rhythms and is also influenced by dances of modern 
Africa—his "Black Ivory Soul".

"Soul Makossa" is by arrangement and composition made for dancing. 
The sheer heavy rhythm characteristic of African music is well augument- 
ed by the jerky pulsating bass while Manu's saxophone blazes the trail, 
intricately weaving in and out as you dance along. 'Soul Makossa' has all 
the dancing appeal of a James Brown's "Get on the good Foot" or a 
Temptation's "Masterpiece".

No other West African artist has made such a devastating impact on the 
international entertainment scene with one single hit than Manu Dibango 
from Cameroon whose current best seller "Soul Makossa" had upset 

1 critics by its astounding success on the international market. Besides a 
i complete sell out of the record in Europe, some 30,000 copies of it im­

ported into the United States sold for as high as $10 a 45 r.p.m. disc while 
latest reports had placed the record on the top of the charts in the United 
States.

To meet the demands of the increasingly sophisticated Nigerian 
audience, Decca has acquired distribution rights of "Soul Makossa" as 
well as other recordings of Manu Dibango.

'Soul Makossa' released last month and fast selling out, is the brain 
child of 39-year-old, Cameroon-born Manu Dibango. Unlike other 
African superstars like Hugh Masekela and African Songstress, Miriam 
Makeba whose inspirations had some native grounding, Manu derived his 
inspiration from the church where he sang as a choir boy-like the black 
American Soul exponents. Perhaps this would account for that full soul 
feeling in "Soul Makossa''.
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■ looking into whether 
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of the outstanding problems being consi 
dered is whether iron ore or coking coal 
would be available in good quantity in 
the country.

Technically, Mr. Adegboye said that 
the availability of adequate infrastructural 
base for the iron and steel complex wai 
being looked into.

He disclosed that the Nigerian Steel 
Authority was looking into whether the 
Nigerian Railway Corporation and th 
National Electrical Power Authority (NE 
PA) would be able. cope with the expan

A few points are remarkable in 
reference to the Iron and Steel project in 
the 1970-74 Development Plan.

The first is that it talked of market 
studies and feasibility surveys carried out 
in 1967. In the tense political atmosphere 
of 1967, whatever market studies and 
feasibility survey were carried out could 
not have included the three eastern states 
which constituted the former eastern 
region of Nigeria.

Secondly, the capacity of the steel mill 
which was formerly estimated at a maxi­
mum of 250,000 tons of steel a year, has 
been revised to a maximum capacity of 
750,000 tons of steel a year. In other 
words, Nigeria is to have a bigger steel 
mill and the estimated cost of the mill has 
been revised upward toN240 million.

From the relevant passages in the 
1970-74 Development Plan, it appears that 
everything is going on smoothly with the 
planning of Nigeria's proposed steel mill. 
At least, actual construction work is not 
expected to begin until sometime in 1974.

But since the second development 
Plan was launched in 1970, a number of 
things had happened which have aroused 
public curiosity about what is really 
happening to Nigeria's proposed steel mill.

The first of such happenings was the 
establishment by decree in 1971 of a 
Nigerian Steel Development Authority. 
This Authority among other things, is 
empowered to construct, maintain and 
run steel mills in the place or places 
specified by the federal military govern­
ment.

This Authority, like the National Oil 
Corporation in petroleum matters, is the 
federal government's technical arm in the 
matter of developing a Nigerian Iron and 
Steel industry.

Apparently, the federal government 
will depend upon the technical advice 
offered to it by the Authority before 
taking decisions on the Nigerian Steel 
project.

Secondly, pages 20-21 of the Guidelines 
to the Third Development Plan published 
by the Federal Ministry of Economic De­
velopment suggested that the delay over 
taking a decision on the location of 
Nigeria's proposed Iron and Steel mill is 
due to some political factors.

Thirdly, some federal commissioners 
and officials of the Nigerian Steel Develop­
ment Authority have made statements 
which have hardly cleared the air about 
what is really happening to Nigeria's 
proposed steel mill.
NEWBREED FEBRUARY 1974

ession emerges frorr 
ants of Dr. Adedeji 
Mr. Akin Adegboye- 
not progressed mud' 
ans left off.
.-ill's production capa 
sased from 250,00(

•r.s a year.
Secondly, i+ appears that the federa 

government (civilian and military) hav< 
been inundated with a lot of reports 
surveys and feasibility studies. Someo 
them are probably conflicting and thi 
does not make the decision-making proces 
any easier.

But it appears that in the present cir 
cumstances, the Nigerian Steel Develop 
ment Authority (NSDA) will be main!’ 
responsible for the technical data on whicl 
the federal government will base its dec 
sion on the location of a steel complex.

At the time of writing—(mid-October 
1973) the NSDA project manager, whi 
had earlier spoken to the New Nigeri* 

newspaper was away in Brazil.
I spoke to the Secretary to the NSDA- 

Alhaji Ahmadu Ali Negeda. According ti 
him:

"There is no quarrel over the locatioi 
of the steel complex as far as I know 
We are currently investigating certain rav 
materials like iron ore, coal for cooki 
around Lokoja and Lafia".

Alhaji Negeda was definite that th 
federal government had not yet taken 
decision on location because the Nigeria 
Steel Development Authority has not ye 
completed studies and data on whicl 
such a decision should be based.

The Secretary to the NSDA emphasi 
sed that this was a project on whioh th 
federal government was expected to spent 
about N240 million. It is only pruden 
that careful studies are made before th 
design for a suitable steel mill is selected.

All this sounds quite reasonable, ye 
the impression persists that starting from 
the civilian regime, there has been toe

NIGER MN NOTES
POLITICS OF THE

NIGERIAN
IRON AND STEEL

INDOSTRY

It is known that between 1967 and 68, 
some Soviet experts undertook feasibility 
studies with regard to the Steel project. 
Later in 1969, the Soviet Authorities 
offered Nigeria about N100 million to 
assist in the development of the Steel 
Project.

In 1970, a Nigerian delegation visited 
the Soviet Union to discuss technical 
aspects of the proposed steel mill.

On October 9,1972, the New Nigerian 
newspaper carried a report about a visit 
to Nigeria of Mr. Smeljakov Nikolia, the 
Russian Deputy Minister for Foreign 
Trade.

The Russian minister referred to a team 
of Russian geological experts who were 
carrying out detailed geological survey in 
Nigeria to determine the extent of the 

mineral deposits in the country.
It is believed that these Russian experts 

are still working in the country in close 
collaboration with Nigerian experts.

On October 11,1972, the Daily Times 
reported Dr. Adebayo Adedeji, Federal 
Commissioner for Economic Development, 
as saying in Kano that the Federal govern­
ment had earmarked N20 million to start 
off the proposed Iron and Steel Industry.

Dr. Adedeji said that a final decision 
on the siting of the Iron and Steel complex 
would not be taken until the report of 
experts was received.

Later, on January 26, 1973, the 
Nigerian Observer, reported Dr. Adedeji 
as saying that Russian experts were already 
in the country to carry out a feasibility 
study on the establishment of an Iron and 
Steel Industry in Nigeria.

The Federal Commissioner for Industry, 
Dr. Eyitayo Adetoro, disclosed in Enugu 
(Daily Times, February 7, 1973) that a 
preliminary survey report on the proposed 
Iron and Steel Industry in Nigeria had been 
submitted to the Federal Government.

The Daily Times reported Dr. Adetoro 
as saying that "two of such industries 
(Iron and Steel) might be set up in the 
country".

The New Nigerian newspaper of May 
30, 1973 quoting undisclosed sources 
said at least two iron and steel complexes 
will be established in different parts of 
the country in the next few years it added 
that the first Steel Complex will offer 
employment to about 10,000 workers.

According to the New Nigerian of 
May 30, 1973, the project manager of the 
Nigerian Steel Development Authority, 
Mr. Akin Adegboye, said that Nigerian 
steel complex would not be erected 
within the 1970-74 Plan period as origi­
nally planned.

He attributed the departure from the 
date originally envisaged in the 1970-74 
plan to some "economic and technical 
factors that are still being considered".

According to the project manager, one
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"THE TENSE 
POLITICAL 
ATMOSPHERE 
WHICH PREVAILED 
AS FROM 1962 APART, 
IT COULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
EASY FOR A FEDERAL 
CIVILIAN GOVERNMENT 
TO TAKE A DECISION ON THE 
LOCATION OF THE 
STEEL COMPLEX"

. is available at Enugu; it is 
r Okaba, 20 miles south of 
c power is to come from

known to exist at Jakura 
, .ry near Lokoja. It also 
om Onitsha.
Ily difficult to decide on 

: the steel mill as between 
isha.
hat the technical studies

Britain for example, the British Steel 
Corporation faced a competitive claim for 
location of steel mills as between Scotland 
and Wales and up till now, the conflict has 
not been resolved to the general satisfac­
tion of everybody.

What makes the conflict difficult in 
Nigeria is that, at least to this writer, the 
balance of advantage for siting Nigeria's 
steel mill is not clear cut as between 
Onitsha and _okoja.

There are deposits of iron ore near 
Onitsha anci - Agbajo plateau-17 miles 
north-west r' .okoja.

Coking . 
also avail?. 
Lokoja. 
Kainji Dar.

Li mesic 
and at ItoL • 
exists no­

So, it • 
where to 
Lokoja an.

I am av.
being carrie out by the Nigerian Steel 
Authority j J the Russians will concern 
itself with such things as the QUANTITY 
and QUALITY of the necessary raw 
materials available in the areas around 
Lokoja and Onitsha.

Their findings may tilt the balance ol 
advantage in favour of one location or the 
other. But the construction of the pro 
posed steel mill is so pivotal to Nigeria'; 
industrial progress that politics in any 
form should not be allowed to delay ii 
unduly.

Secondly, the Nigerian Steel Develop 
ment Authority should do a thorough jot 
of market studies, geological surveys 
feasibility studies and the like so that 
Nigeria can have a suitable steel mill 
There are in operation a number of whit; 
elephant projects which are dead losses tc 
this country. These projects were startec 
without adequate preliminary economif 
and technical investigations.

The country cannot afford such mis 
takes with regard to the proposed Iron 
and Steel complex.

From my investigations into the history 
of our Iron and Steel project, perhaps 
should hazard one or two guesses. And 
want to make it quite clear that this is m> 
PERSONAL speculation.

First, work may start on the steel mif 
towards the end of 1974.

Secondly, I shall be surprised if thi 
balance of advantage does not turn out ii 
favour of locating the steel mill in Lokoja 

Anyway my guess is as good as that o 
any other Nigerian man-in-the-street

The important thing is that Nigeri 
should have a suitable and well-designer 
steel complex that will benefit ALI 
Nigerians no matter in what part of th 
country they happen to live.

factors affecting decision on location, it is 
no use sweeping the question under the 
carpet and pretending that it does not 
exist or that it could never arise.

To do so would be to run away from 
the realities of our country.

Since 1962 when the federal govern­
ment talked definitely about an Iron and 
Steel complex for Nigeria, a decision had 
never been taken on its location. It is 
well-known that the two areas being 
considered are Lokoja and Onitsha.

"A significant portion of the 1962-68 
Development Plan states:

"If the complex is located in the 
Onitsha or Lokoja areas, it would add 
about 53 million tons to river traffic".

That was the nearest the federal civilian 
government got to talking about the 
probable location of the proposed Steel 
complex.

The 1962-68 Plan talked about the 
government taking a decision on the most 
suitable steel mill "within a few months". 
This meant that at the latest a decision 
about the most suitable mill and its 
location should have been taken in 1963.

The tense political atmosphere which 
prevailed as from 1962 apart, it could not 
have been easy for a federal civilian 
government to take a decision on the 
location of the steel complex.

The government of the former Northern 
Region and that of the former Eastern 

Region would have canvassed vigorously 
for siting the steel complex in Lokoja 
and Onitsha respectively.

The economic advantages of sitting a 
steel complex in an area are enormous. 
Apart from offering increased employment 
opportunities, the steel mill will give rise 
to a whole series of ancillary industries and 
create a tremendous demand for services 
which will benefit its immediate locality.

These are some of the reasons why 
under a civilian regime, there should be a 
silent but nevertheless vigorous contest 
for the location of the steel mill in either 
Onitsha or Lokoja.

Whether such a struggle is currently 
going on, in the present military era is an 
open question on which I have no facts 
to base even an informed guess.

Those who in their naivety imagine 
that politics should not interfere in the 
decision to locate a steel mill argue that 
there are definite economic criteria which 
should guide such a decision.

Such economic determinants include, 
among others, sources of abundant raw 
materials of the right quality; availability 
of power; availability of cheap transport 
to move the raw materials and finished 
products; and finally, nearness to markets.

All these factors sound impressive in 
economic text-books, but what happens in 
the real world is quite different. In

--------- —■ ■ ilk I IRON AND STEEL 
INDUSTRY
much foot-dragging 
and Steel project.

So, when the Federal Ministry of Eco­
nomic Development's Guidelines to the 
Third Plan talks about delay due to 
political factors, Nigerians naturally won­
der what such political factors could be in 
this military era.

It is reasonable to presume that who­
ever wrote that passage in the Guidelines 
wrote it with a sense of responsibility and 
a full awareness of the implications of that 
statement in a country like Nigeria.

From our investigation, it appears that 
geological surveys and feasibility studies 
are currently being carried out by Niger­
ian experts co-operating with Russian 
experts. It appears that during the civilian 
era, Nigerians were not involved in the 
feasibility studies done in connection 
with the proposed Iron and Steel com­
plex.

Foreign experts were solely responsible 
for the studies carried out. Since the 
Nigerian Steel Development Authority 
was established there had been attempts 
to involve Nigerians deeply in all aspects 
of the preparation of die Iron and Steel 

project.
It appears that the NSDA is going over 

a lot of ground which foreign experts 
working without Nigerians had covered. 
I think it is a good thing that the techni­
cal advice on which the federal govern­
ment's decision is based should be furni­
shed by the NSDA.

Nobody would say that a decision 
should be reached before the NSDA is 
satisfied that it has done a thorough job 
of geological survey, and feasibility stu- 
d*eBut since the Federal Ministry of Eco­

nomic Development's Guidelines let the 
cat out of the bag on alleged political
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the first black boy to be a member of Eton 
College governing council, the pop, and 
Head boy at Carter House, which gives 
him wide powers to discipline and punish 
the students, 99.9% of whom are white 
boys.

Going through his political records, he 
was not a party fanatic neither was il 
known that he contributed towards tugge 
ry and dirty politics. Mathew Mbu revisi­
ted for this interview, qualifies to hi 
styled Gentleman Mbu.

Critics of Mbu say:

Mathew Mbu an Ogoja man in South 
Eastern State of Nigeria entered politics 
with only little qualification above Stan­
dard Six, the matriculation. At the age 
24, he won his first election under the 
candidacy of N.C.N.C.

As Nigeria's first envoy in the United 
Kingdom he obtained his LL.B.degree and 
Diploma in International Affairs at the 
University of London with private coaching 
from Dr. T. Elias, now Chief Justice of 
the Federation, who was then a Research 
fellow at Oxford.

"My becoming a lawyer is in keeping 
with the wish of my father who wanted 
me to become one but then I wanted to 
become a Priest. That perhaps is the 
reason why I entered politics without a 
College or University Education. I was 
very interested in becoming a Priest. 
When I became the High Commissioner 
of Nigeria, I realised that I needed further 
education and I was admitted as a student 
of Middle Temple and University College 
of London", says Mr. Mbu.

He continued "I am still attracted by a 
lot of the wise sayings of my father and 
further I am very grateful to him".

Mr. Mbu after his law examination in 
1959, was posted as Nigeria's first repre­
sentative to Washington, United States 
from where he was recalled to fight the 
1959 general election. He returned to the 
United States shortly after the election 
but was recalled again to become a cabinet 
Minister under the Balewa Cabinet.

As a Cabinet Minister he wrote and 
passed his Masters Degree in Law and was 
working on his Ph.D thesis when the civil 
war broke out.

Mathew Mbu looks confidently to­
wards the future as a successful solicitor 
and hopes to retire to his country farm in 
Ogoja. He is the proud father, the first 
blackman to produce a child that became
NEWBREED FEBRUARY 1974
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suffers from too much westernization. 
His life style is similar to an English Coun­
try Duke. Mbu has never seen himself as 
part of the mob, he is very classy. This is 
reflected in his custom built suits and his 
rigid English taste for fixtures and furni­
shings. All in all, Mbu is to refined that 
if not for his skin colour he could be 
mistaken for an English Duke”.
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NEWBREED: Your eldest son John Mbu 
is a student at the controversial Eton 
College. What was your motivation in sen­
ding him there?
MBU: No motivation. Eton was not my 

my wish was to give him a 
ion in any school.
is Headmaster at his English 

■iooI saw the germ of pro­
ci went ahead to place him 
;eral list.
ice examination, he scored 

.h language. 90% in General 
Mathematics.

gh I was sceptical initially, I 
.e effort of his Headmaster 
dered the standard of disci-

Floorcare

pline at Eton as second to none. Perhaps 
it is one of the few schools in England 

x without modern facilities of central hea­
ting, hot running baths, modern furnishings 
and beddings etc. Canning is still in vogue 
at Eton.

On the whole, he got to Eton on merit 
and he has certainly done well for himself 
and even exceeded my expectations.

For example he was first African ever 
to play at the Lords Cricket Ground in 
the Eton versus Harrow match.

Recently he became the first African 
to be elected out of 3,500 candidates as 
member of Eton governing council the 
P°P. He has also been elected as Head of
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?J: Despite all these beautiful 
is a general belief that Eton 

. ;erior men” and "misfits" in

■ might be due to ignorance to 
.. People have been made to

? this year at age 17, he will 
3 Advanced Level papers and 
nal Ox-bridge-(Oxford and 
Jniversity Entrance Examina-

Ministers of the old politics, what won 
you say was the main factor leading

it

his House, Carter.
NEWBREED: Certainly you must have 
been impressed and influenced by some 
hall marks of Eton before you agreed to 
"pay the piper”.

MBU: If anything has influenced me at 
all it is the success story of ex- Etonians in 
Business, Politics, Military and other fields. 
The school prepares a child for the rough 
and tumble of life.

MBU: Private life is a hard life, you never 
can be sure where the next meal will 
come from. The challenges are more 
rigorous whereas public life is a bit more 
leisurely and secured. This lack of securi­
ty in private life accounts for the reluc­
tance of some public servants to quit 
when required to do so or upon attain­
ment of retiring age.

I don't miss anything as a private citi­
zen. I still enjoy the company of my 
good friends. They come to see me when 
they can and of course I call on them also. 
NEWBREED: As one of the dismissed

of the old block behaving otherwise.
I have tried to inculcate in him a sense 

of simplicity and good manners. I don't 
believe that my son will be a misfit to our 
society or a spoilt child simply because he 
went to College in England.
NEWBREED: What is wrong with the 
Nigerian School?
MBU: Frankly speaking I am not against 
the Nigerian system. The truth is that the 
old type of teachers who approach their 
job with dedication and untramelled devo­
tion to duty are no more available. The 
teacher today from the kindergarten to 
University for various reasons is now a 
trader, a contractor, a politician etc.

We need reforms that can attract and 
rediscover teachers of the right calibre 
and devotion and they should be accorded 
appropriate recognition since the destiny 
of our children lies in their hands.

Further it is a general revolution in the 
world that the standards of education 
have fallen and there is a progressive trend 

m youth delinquency. Rigid discipline of the 
Eton-type of college seems the answer. I 
would also point out that if parents can­
not afford to bring their children in

NEWBREED: What other cqncrete bene­
fits could you claim for Eton?
MBU: Academic excellence. Example-at 
14 my child wrote and passed 6 O.L. 
papers in "eneral Certificate of Education, 
At 15 he passed 3 additional O.L. papers 
bringing . 1 together 9 O.L. GCE at age 
15. In -- - -
be sittii 
the tn 

Cambi i 
tions
NEW: 
score, 
breec 
socio, 
MBU. 
some . 
feel th. - .ae school produces only Prime- 
Ministei:. out Eton produces farmers, 
Businessmen, Journalists and other Pro­
fessions.

The character of a child is not only 
formed by his groupings at school or at 
play. Parental influence is a critical factor 
in a child's character formation.

I personally do not only abhor snob­
bishness, it is not my nature. Therefore

NEWBREED INTERVIEW!
overseas institutions home at least once a 
year they should not bother to send them

MBU: That is a 64 million dollar que 
tion. Can you get an omelette withoi 
breaking an egg? We know the clamoa 
for the civilian government to go. TH 

lobbying for the public school system, claftnour was so loud and in too mari 
sections of the society regard the quarters. The number cannot be quantifr

I!

We disappeared from the scene and 
that is all there is to it.
NEWBREED: So you are looking forward 
to 1976?
MBU: Anything I say is hypothetical. 
First and foremost we have been promi 

sed a constituent assembly and what the 
the realities of the politics of education. constitution of Nigeria should be nobody 
’1 3 not true to say that an expensive knows yet. At least I don't know.

Until the recommendations have been 
handed down any talk about 1976 is an 
excercise in futility.
NEWBREED: Who should rule after 1976?
MBU: «. mderful question, if I were a 
sage and endowed with pre-vision I would 
have given you the answer.

Let the people decide if there will be a 
machinery for such decision. Until such 

a machinery exists to decide who should 
govern I cannot tell you who my governor 
will be.
NEWBREED: Some people think the 
military must go and some people think 
they must continue after 1976; what do 
you think?
MBU: If Nigeria is to avoid turning the 
country into a laboratory of political 
experiment and noxious tests, we must all 
refrain from the absolute delight in pick­
ing labels because of our obsession for 
change.

I do not believe that any group of 
people are specially qualified to rule. We 
must avoid the doctrine that a group of 
people have a divine right to rule. The 
best lawyer is not necessarily the best 
politician nor is the best soldier necessari-

there, otherwise the fear of a child be- the military revolt? 
coming a misfit in the society could be 
validly laid.
NEWBREED: At a time society is crying 
for comprehensivation of schools, you 
are I ’’ 
some « ________ ,
public schools as "expensive for African 
children".
MBU: First of all, let me make it clear I 
am not a teacher and veteran of educa­
tional systems.

But as a father there are many factors 
that would not commend comprehensive 
school to my easy acceptance. There 
should be a choice for every one. The 
comprehensive system might deter the 
chances of a child with a very high I.Q. 
from progressing at a faster pace. For 
example there is the case of an English 
boy who entered Oxford University at the 
age of 14. It is alleged he did his advanced 
calculus at 12. He took his Bachelor's 
degree at 16 and is writing his doctoral 
thesis under 18. The boy will become a 
Don under 18 years.

In a comprehensive system a boy like 
that might not be spotted or given the 
chance to progress as he did. We therefore 
do not need to abolish the existing 
system in preference to comprehensiva­
tion.

Mr. Olu Akaraogun talked through his 
heart when he wrote in your Sept. 1973 
edition on the "tragedy of an expensive 
European education for African children".

Olu Akaraogun did not comprehend

I cannot see my child if he is a true sheep It is r~* ‘ ■
education is a national waste. I would say 
that the type of education a parent would 
like his child to undergo is the primary 
responsibility of the parents. Every res­
ponsible parent owes his child an obliga­
tion to give the child a good education.

I would further say that by far more 
money is wasted on social functions, 
pasting currency notes on dancer's fore­
heads, expensive laces etc.
NEWBREED: How do you feel now as a 
private citizen as against a public citizen? 
Do you feel a loss of status?
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I wish to enter for the Miss NEWBREED Competition contest:

Name Miss/Mrs:----------

Age:-------------------------  

Profession/Occu pation: 

Please send a recent full length photograph of yourself.

jday

J
y Send all your letters to: 

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF,
/ I NEWBREED,
7;,. 35, OGUNLANA DRIVE,

I P.O. BOX 5414,
JH LAGOS. Telephone 41500.

The Competition is open from January "to March 1974. After 
a short list of potential Miss NEWBREED a Dinner Dance on 
Saturday April 13, would be staged at a Luxury Hotel in Lagos 
where the final decision would be made and the lucky 
MISS NEWBREED coronated.
*MISS NEWBREED will be sponsored to spend a 2 weeks 
holiday in Europe or America depending on where she wants to go 
’She will get a free supply of NEWBREED Magazine for one year. 
’She will receive beauty products and cosmetics.
’She will receive Boutique clothes.
ENTRY QUALIFICA TION:
Entry is free to any lady who considers herself the true symbol 
of NEWBREED. All vou just have to do is to:
’Write a letter to us stating (a) What do you think of NEWBREED 
(b)Why you think you are the right candidate. State also your 
biography-Age, Education, Profession/Occupation, 
Marital status etc.
NO AGE LIMIT!

TOBE
WO

PRIZES FOR THE 
RUNNERS-UP:

1. 1 Hifi Stereo Set.
2. 1 Television Set.
3. A Radio Set >
Plus other /
valuable Prizes. /

cans s
EKTT5 a 
NOW!

We are not just interested in a pretty.face, the Miss NEWBREED we are looking 
for must be a true symbol of NEWBREED. Intellinent Fashionable. Cultured. 
Progressive and Full of lifell

This is not the notorious Beauty Competition where you have to strip before 
you win. Neither is it the kind of Competition that just a pi s-tty face would get you. 
It requires the combination of the above qualities in d r ':

If you are a professional woman or a housewife, or 
College studies, you could be the lucky winner because 
tion we need.

J



NEWBREED FEBRAURY 1974

tician for that matter may not also be the system?

MBU: Let us look at our political system 
before our various constitutional reforms.

Under the village or native system, we 
had a consensus government. It was a 
consensus government that admitted vocal 
opposition.

If Nigeria were to adopt a single party 
system, it should not muzzle opposition 
because sometimes the consensus will 
not be the best for the country.

It is no longer true that powers belong

to parliament in modern times. Power 
today is shared by the press, organised 
labour or trade union, the industry etc.

The same goes for a virile, articulate 
and fearless press, they will remind the 
public servant who sometimes appears to 
forget the golden saying 'noblesse oblige'. 
So if a single party represents all the levels 
of society without killing opposition, it is 
well and good.
NEWBREED: How true is it that you 
supported Biafra and appeared not to have 
supported it?

L3 MEWBREED INTERVIEW
•y the best politician and the best poli- gress in Nigeria, recommend a one party 

best ruler.
In general, I can tell you that Nigeria 

needs a content of leadership. We should 
be able to examine what a leader has to 
offer and examine the leader quite dispas­
sionately and come to a total acceptance.

Anybody who has the best quality of 
understanding the people and is able to- 
maximise available resources and counsels 
of the land for their benefit should rule 
the country.

Finally the military knew how they 
came ro power and they should be left to 
decide for themselves when to take the 
exit.
NEWCREED: How can we fight corrup­
tion in society and politics?
MBU I am not in a position to defend 
our i ecord It was generally believed that 
we w.a bunch of corrupt ministers but 
nobody did anything to remedy the situa­
tion. ' ■i there was a code of conduct and 
desr : > nary procedure which was never 
enf(. .;d against any one.

V" still accept those known to be 
conihjtmen into the most influential cir­
cles with open minds. Thus the corrupt­
man is as good and honourable as anyone 
else where-ever he goes.

Today the corrupt can buy chieftainc\ 
titles, spray money at parties, and get 
their names immortalised in records etc.

If we must fight corruption, the public 
must act in concert with the law and reject 
materialism as a major basis for value. 
The public must shun and despise corrup­
tion if we are to be meaningful about 
fighting it.
NEWBREED: Do you agree with the 
widespread feeling that the military has 
performed better than professional poli­
ticians?
MBU: Again, I cannot defend our record 
but as a politician if you are responsible 
for a ministry woe betide you, if you 
endorse everything that goes through your 
hands. This is because you are answerable 
to Parliament.

But the same cannot be said of the 
military. A military government is a 
dictatorship however mild or benevolent.

To whom does the military account or 
report to? The military by itself decide 
every action and account to themselves.

In the civilian days one must account 
to the Cabinet and to Parliament. If you 
fail to meet expectation you are publicly 
booed and the repercussion follows.

Again one must not forget the fact that 
Nigeria has established a very stable and 
efficien t civil service and given the fortunes

J of Nigeria today plus the patriotism of all 
Nigerians, the progress of Nigeria cannot 
be otherwise.
NEWBREED: Would you in view of the 
fact that lack of political groupings have 
contributed to the present economic pro-
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But as an outsider not knowing the 
facts, it is difficult to castigate anyone 
for a particular decision even if such a 
decision might not meet the wishes of 
some sectors of the community.

If I was in charge of the foreign policy 
of an African country I would have to 
examine in depth the OAU resolution that 
appears to dictate to a sovereign state.
NEWBREED: What is your opinion about 
the culture of the blackman?
MBU: I think the blackman has a lot of 
history. It is not a thing to be discussed 
without any insight into his long history.

The revolution of the blackman has 
been on for a very long time. The

are generally granted relief from taxation. 
Besides the country is doing well eco­
nomically. Government may reduce or 
abolish any form of taxation if it so wishes.

NEWBREED: As an Internationalist and 
a Diplomat, do you think it was wise for 
us to severe relationship with Israel?
MBU: The history of Israel and the Middle 
East is bedevilled with so many complexi­
ties.

In the game of diplomacy areas of 
interests are classified as special, marginal 
or enlightened self interest. In breaking 
up relations with Israel, I will like to 
believe that the umpires of Nigeria's con­
duct of foreign affairs thought seriously 
and weighed all the merits of the case 

before breaking off diplomatic relations.

MBU: That is unfair if I am permitted to 
say so. Biafra was a child of peculiar 
circumstances which have now become 
part of our history. Any true blooded 
Nigerian will regret the existence of those 
unfortunate circumstances.

Anyone who accuses me of playing an 
ambivalent role in the crisis is uncharitable 
to me.

My role in public life is still a confir­
mation of my belief. But for some of us 
at the Ad hoc constitutional conference 
in 1966, there could have been separate 
states like: ODUDUWA state in the West 
and THE REPUBLIC OF THE NORTH. 
It was some of us at the conference 
who thwarted these devisive tendencies by 
appealing to all delegations to close ranks 
and save the nation from disintegration. 
NEWBREED: Would you play the poli­
tical ball of 1976?
MBU: "I cannot play a game I do not 
know the rules".
NEWBREED: Why did you not join 
your friends to work with the military? 
MBU: I could not join them because I 
am not a military man, I have only been 
a civilian minister in the ministry of 
Defence.
NEWBREED: We think the government 
blundered to grant "the drought Samari­
tans" tax relief, what is your position?
MBU: I agree with you to some extent 
that government probably erred in their 
judgement but charitable contributions

NEWBREED INTERZIEWM
blackman under conditions of slavery by 
the white merchants of Europe and Ame­
rica was made to feel that he had no 
culture let alone history. This is of course 
is not true. The blackman has a proud 
history and has made outstanding contn 

butions to civilization.
Records have proved that the black 

race has provided scholars long before 
Shakespeare and Julius Caeser. Othello 
was reputed to be a blackman. Historical 
records show that the black man has 
military power. Ethiopia defeated the 
best Army in Europe in mediaeval times.

Peter the gr..a: of Russia had a black­
man as a Genera’ 
in his days.

On scholar, h. 
show that a I 
rary of Betho 
ven's quarrels 
ry. Still on 
reveal that 
Anthonio A.'.' 
torate in pi; i 
Kant the fam 
years ago.

Anothei bla^: 
famous Liden ’J.-.

In Haiti the B . ■ :ader of the struggle
against slavery a<:. mperialism defeated 
the imperial might o’. France,Spain, etc.

The blackman has never accepted con­
ditions of slavery. He has made it and has 
abundant history and culture to be proud 
of.
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airwaves.
Then about 1941, the seeds of the pop 

revolution in jazz were being sowed at

Street in Harlem, New York.

Paul M'cartney one of the' driving force of the Legendary Beade.

It was at Minton’s Playhouse that th< 
immortals of modem jazz, particularly if 
its pop phase, met to exchange musics 
ideas and to shape their technique and or 
the whole to evolve a whole new idiom foi 
jazz.

They all went to Minton’s Playhouse ir 
Harlem, such great names as Charlie 
Parket, Kenny Clarke, Charlie Christian

The pop revolution in music is a fairly 
recent phenomenon. If I were asked to 
put an arbitrary date on when the revolu­
tion erupted, I would say the middle 
1950’s. Tliis is a very personal assessment.

It is my judgement of when the pop 
mood and idiom definitely took grip of 
the imagination of sophisticated youths 
around the world and pop music became 
an essential part of a whole way of life for 
youths.

Let me quickly explain, perhaps for 
the benefit of the uninitiated that pop 
refers to popular music. This is a classifi­
cation that has a built-in class bias and is 
indeed loaded with value judgement.

In Europe and America, any kind of 
music which does not belong to the 
tradition of the European classical music 
is regarded as popular music. Symphony, 
opera, chamber music belong to the classi­
cal tradition.

Dance music especially belongs to the 
popular, street tradition. Now, pop itself 
is an offshoot of popular music. The 
evolution of pop marked a definite shift 
of sensibility and life style among modem 
youths.

Before the advent of pop music as we
know it today, the two previous genera- bands of Duke Ellington, Bennie Goodman 
tions had been dominated in Europe and Paul Whiteman, Guy Lombardo, Clcrm 
America by the swing era in jazz and by Miller dominated the dance halls and the 
the pop revolution.

I am talking of popular music as far as
youths were concerned. The 1930’s and *__  ___
the 1940’s were the years of the big dance Minton’s Playhouse, a night club in 118th 
bands in the seeing era. Street in Harlem, New York.
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Those were the years when the massive

Paul Whiteman, Guy Lombardo, Glenn
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THE POP 
GEflERATIOn
Dizzie Gillspie, Thelonous Monk, Lester 
Young, Ben Webster and Coleman Haw­
kins to name only a few.

Parallel with the development of pop 
and a little after it came the era of the 
great crooners.

These are typified by such names as 
Bing Grosby and the black American-Nat 
King Cole. This was the immediate musi­
cal background of the pop generation.

During the era of the big bands-the 
swing era; and in the great days of the 
who listened to the big musicians perform. 
Those who felt like it danced or cuddled 
their sweethearts in dim-lit night clubs.

At the early fifties, this musical life 
style no longer appealed to youths. Their 
elders were talking a musical language 
which did not get across to youths. Their 
boredom was almost tangible.

What happened later was that youths 
decided to make their own music, but that 
was much later.

Before then, Bill Hayley and his Rockets 
erupted on the musical scene. His erup­
tion signalled the arrival of the pop 
generation.

In 1956, Bill Hayley and his Rockets 
were shown in a film titled: “Rock around 
the Clock”. I remembered seeing this film 
at a cinema theatre in Ibadan. By the 
time we saw this film for ten minutes, my 
friends who were undergraduates at Ibadan 
University, were up from their chairs and 
they were dancing in the aisles of the 
cinema theatre. They joined a crowd of 
other youths from the city of Ibadan.

Many of these undergraduates are now 
diplomats, and high corporation executives. 
Such was the electric impact of the early 
rock bands. Youths received Bill Haley 
with similar enthusiasm the world over.

In London, Paris, New York, Amster­
dam, Hamburg and Tokyo, youths receiv 
ed the message of Bill Haley with the en­
thusiasm or they would accord the gospel 
a long awaited musical messaiah.

The film “Rock Around the Clock” 
showed that the pop revolution was a 
world-wide phenomenon. Pop musicians 
had a wholly different approach to their 
work.

The typical group is small, usually about 
four. The basis unit was a drummer and 
about three guitarists. Members of the 
group composed their own tunes and 
wrote their own lyrics.

The music reflected the mood of the 
youths and their immediate concerns,

These moods and concerns varied sli-
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ghtly from, band to band. But on the 
whole they were a radical departure from 
those of their elders in the previous 
generation.

Modern youths then entered upon a 
phase of do-it-yourself musicianship. One 
of the interesting characteristics of the 
pop generation was a proliferation of pop 
groups. As soon as any group of four boys 
could beg, borrow or steal money, they 
bought themselves the standard pop equip- 
ment-a drum kit and three guitars. With 
only this meagre capital, they were in the 
music business.

This happened to all the pop groups 
including famous ones like the Beatles. 
Along, with evolution of rock groups, 
came the prominence of soul music.

Soul is typically the music of urban 
black Americans. It was not entirely new, 
but it only came into prominence a ft ar 
pop dominated the musical scene ofyouths.

Otis Redding, Wilson Picket, Pergy 
Sledge and James Brown did not happen 
yesterday. The tradition of soul music 
had been with urban black Americans for 
a long time, but people took this kind of 
music serious only from the middle 1950s.

One other thing that launched the pop 
revolution on its present course was the 
phenomenal progress made in the field of 
electronic technology, especially as applied 
to music. Amplifiers, public address sys­
tems and other vital equipment of musi­
cians were being made better than ever.

This electronic revolution also affected 
the recording business. Stereophonic re­
cording was achieving ultra-fidelity effects. 
Record players were achieving effects that 
were as close as possible to live perfor­
mances. The general effect of all this was 
that the great pop artists were speaking 
almost directly to youths wherever they 
were in the world; distance was no longer 
a barrier.

This convulsion that took place in the 
European and American musical scene had 
its fall out effect on Nigerian youths.

As from the late 1950’s and all through 
the early 1960’s, Nigerian youths caught, 
the pop fever and they too started to 
spread the message. As in most things, 
youths in Lagos set the pace.

In the early 1960s, Nigerian newspapers 
started to notice and take the pop revolu­
tion serious. The Daily Times took the 
pop message serious. It ran a weekly 
column % “Saturday Highlife”. This was 
intended to survey the musical scene 
generally.

It commented on highlife music and on 
the music of juju bands. But as time wenl 
on, the youths who ran the Saturday 
High Column started to place special en 
phasis on the kind of pop music emana- 
ting from Europe and America.

In this crusade for pop, the pioneer 
was a certain Victor Dorgu, who has been 
called the fan on of Nigerian hepcats. 
Victor Dorge ' ;s informed and brilliant 
writing on p 
body else tc 
through Nig?-

In the ea.: - 
groups had 
They were 
of themselves 
knew what .'S.

.‘.sic did more than any- 
.ad the message of pop 
newspapers.
960’s a number of pop 
d their career in Lagos.

• amateurish and unsure 
•nost pioneers, but they

___ wanted and they persis­
ted. There i youths today who might 
never have hear the names of the early 
pop groups in Lagos.

The reason is that the mortality rate 
among these early pop groups was very 
high. They are here today and gone 
tomorrow.

This was due to various reasons. Amo­
ng these are the fact that the personnel 
of these groups consisted mainly of school­
boys who had to get on with the main 
business of reading their books. So 
many of them dropped their guitars and 
went on to universities.

Money was another serious problem 
with the early Lagos pop groups. They 
had nobody to back them financially 
Usually, they only scrapped together their 
pocket allowances in order to buy expen­
sive musical instruments.

They had no management whatever, 
the boys were only carried on by their 
enthusiasm and love of music. What is 
more, the general public were not yet 
prepared to pay in order to listen to these 
pop gospellers.

Let me mention some of the early 
Nigerian Pop groups so that they can b( 
given their due praise for their pioneering 
role. They included the Hykkers; the 
Cyclops; the Junkers, the Juleps; the 
Clusters; and the Rhythm ‘n’ Five to name 
a few.

Many of them only played at school 
gigs from which they made very little 
money. Anyway, they marched on regard­
less of various difficulties.

At this stage, I will skip the early 
history of Nigeria’s early pop groups anc 
merely sketch in the highlights.

One of these was the visit to Nigeria in 
1965 of West Indian Singer—Millicent 
Small. This little girl of 17 had become
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The Strangers

Before he came to Nigeria, he had 
recorded about 18 hit tunes each of which 
had sold millions of records. His visit was 
anticipated with great excitement through­
out Nigeria.

When he came, Nigerian pop groups 
had the benefit of seeing live the perfor­
mance of an artiste who had made it big 
in the highly competitive American market.

After the performances of James Brown, 
in about five Nigerian cities, Nigerian pop 
groups became convinced that given good 
equipment and a bit of professional mana­
gement, they could perform as well as any 
group in the world.

At the time of James Brown’s visit to 
Nigeria, our pop groups had reached ma­
turity. This was also time of the pop 
scene in West Africa generally.

This fact is evidenced by the special 
programme-Soul to Soul-which was- 
mounted in Accra, Ghana last year. It 
was a programme in which American 
soul groups jammed with their West Afri­
can counterparts.

Present at this programme were Wilson 
Picket, Ike and Tina Turner from the 
United States. It has a soul festival which 
lasted 24 hours and the entire programme 
was filmed.

On the Nigerian scene, further successes 
were scored by pop groups. After the civil 
war, the Strangers of Owerri emerged and 
in a short time gained national prominence. 
This was helped by the sensational success 
of their single record-“Love Rock” 
which was recorded by the E.M.I. studio 
in Lagos.

Another successful group from the 
East Central State of Nigeria, are the 

s who played gigs to Nigerian 
audiences in Britain in the summer of 
1973. This meant that some Nigerian pop 
groups had reached such maturity and 
professionalism that they could take the 
pop message to Europe.

of Black Power, but generally they do no] 
take politics serious.

They are from a socio-economic clast 
which is affluent enough to take occal 
sional summer holidays in Europe. :!

Although they are disaffiliated frora 
their parental generation, yet these parent! 
tolerate their youthful rebellion with bi 
nigh amusement in die hope that who 
these youths reach the age ot discretions 
they will discard their wild ways.

The pop generation are slightly bold 
mian in their dresses, and up to the mo| 
ment drugs are not very important will! 
them.

The main thing is diat their life style' 
is totally different from that of thcij 
parents. While they are young, they mcaij 
to enjoy life to the fullest.

They see themselves as an integral part: 
of the world-wide youdi movement thal 
has evolved the counter-culture.

Their parents believe diat when they 
come to face the serious business ol 
earning a living, they may mend thcil 
ways. Whether they will or not, only 
time will tell. 1

EWtLWBWOJ U 
versity lecturers, and successful busine; 
men who are educated.

Among the gadgets which such childn 
grew up with are radio sets, high fidelii 
stereophonic record players. Whenev 
such children turn on die radio, they j 
interested in pop music programmes c 
ming from the US, Europe or Japan. The 
parents can afford and actually buy expe 
sive record albums of pop musicians Ill] 
the Beatles, die Rolling Stones, Jimnj 
Cliff, James Brown, Wilson Picket, PerJ 
Sledge, Otis Redding to name onlyafe!

The Nigerian youths of the pop gen 
ration are themselves mostly studenl 
attending some of the best gramma 
schools in \icctia. Their fairly comfortabi 
backgrotn- is reflected in the fact thd 
they havv .nough money to pay thei 
fees, buy ‘ - necessaries and have enoti 
gh left h- vest on expensive musica 
instrument •

!.•' than others like say reli 
who belong to the Poe

These . mic and social factors ar] 
more impo. k 
gion. Youi'  generation are not terribly hot on politics-! 
although a < v. of them toy with the idea 
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world famous widi her recording of “My 
Girl Lollipop”. During her tour of Nige­
ria, she was backed by Fela Ransome-Kuti’s 
Koola Lobitos band.

It was a very successful tour whose 
chief effect was that it linked the Nigerian 
pop groups with the international pop 
scene.

Nigerian pop musicians saw in action 
for the first time, the performance of a 
successful international pop artist. After 
that, the pop groups in Nigeria went on 
their own course.

Another group that made a terrific 
impact was Mike Nelson-Cole’s “Soul 
Assembly”. This was one of die groups 
that really made a big splash and nearly 
achieved professional standards. The 
Clusters too were a very heavy pop group. 
The stars in that group were the Akinrele 
brothers. The Clusters later became known 
as the Clusters International under which 
name they made a hit record-“Black 
Godess”. Among the stars that played 
with Clusters International were Joni 
Haastruup, Laolu Akins, Berkely Jones, 
Odumosu and their lady member-Bridget 
Douglas.

By the middle 1960’s,pop was beco­
ming professional. A number ot promo­
tions were mounted in various venues and 
youths were paying reasonable gate fees.

One of the most successful and hard­
working promoters at this phase of pop 
development was Mr. Chris Okolie of 
Chris Okolie Promotions. He mounted his 
promotions with a professional touch 
with the result that fans had value for their 
money.

It was this promoter who brought to 
Nigeria in 1969—Geraldo Pino and the, ^uol. 
Heartbeats. All through 1969 and 1970, Funkees 
Geraldo Pino had tremendous success all 
over Nigeria.

The contribution of this group to the 
pop scene was that they showed the 
importance of first-class musical equip­
ment to good music making. It was not When the Clusters International split 
that members of the Heartbeats were better after their Black Goddess recording, some 
musicians than their Nigerian counterparts, of their personnel teamed up with British 
But their excellent musical equipment and musician Ginger Baker to form the SALT, 
sound system projected their sound effec- ’ r 
tively and beautifully. late last yean The 'significance*of this is

The Heartbeats had been playing along that things have come full circle. The pop 
tkn Wnet r'—♦ * r-— message came from the US and Europe in

the late 1950s and early 1960s. By the 
early 1970s, Nigerian pop groups had 
matured and had achieved enough confi­
dence to take their own brand of the 
message back to the US and Europe.

At the moment, pop is an important 
segment of the Nigerian musical scene.

. . What is the social background of Nigerian
At this stage, pop groups in Nigeria had youths who have matured and sustained 

come of age. They all managed to buy this brand of music which is the common 
themselves first-class equipment and gene- property of modem youths, the world 

over?
In Nigeria, the pop message was taken fi 

over by children from predominantly mid- j ’ 
dle-class background. Invariably, their 
parents are educated and they are fairly 
comfortable materially.

Such parents include civil servants, uni-

.o________ ..waruw, uicu pcisonnci teamen up wun unusii
But their excellent musical equipment and musician Ginger Baker to form the SALT, 
sound system projected their sound effec- This group toured the United States 
tively and beautifully. ’ ‘ —

----------------------- r._j -ivug 

the West Coast of Africa-first in Siena 
Leone, then in Ghana and finally in 
Nigeria.

Another pop group from Ghana that 
brought beautiful instruments to Nigeria 
were the Black Santiagos. They were not 
original in their musical ideas, but they 
were beautiful players who were greatly 
helped by their first-class equipment.

of age. They all managed to buy this brand of music which is the

rally improved their performances.
Another landmark in the development 

of pop music in Nigeria was the visit to 
the Country by Mr. Soul—James Brown, 
After the death of Otis Redding, James 
Brown was contending for the title of 
Soul Brother No.l in the world.
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